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Stockton 261,  363 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  ths  in- 
junction of  secrecy  on  nominations  to  the 

Senste 303 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 

Maekay 598 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  ths  relief  of  Mr*.  B. 

Nerios,. .598 

remMrks  on  the  protest  of  the  New  England 
clergy  againat  the  passag*  of  tk«  Nsbraska 

and  Kansas  bill 623 

remarks  on  the  rssolutton  affirming  the  right  of 
S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  to  a  seat  in  the 

Unitad  States  Senate. 116, 

316,  610,  643,  645.  646 
(See  aleo.d^i|MM{ic.)  ^ 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  nid  for  other  purposes.  .706,  710 
nmarks  on  propositions  to  go  into  Executive 

session .753.  754,  755,  756,  886,  1811 

remarks  on  ths  joirtt  resolution  manifesting  ths 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  rescuers  of 
the  passengers  on  board  til*  stsamship.ifian 

.  Francisco .'........;  .974 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  343, 
344,345,353.433,519,590.686,688,790 
(See^}ipen(<ix.) 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
rescuers  of  the  sufferers  on  board  the  steam- 
ship San  Francisco ~ 974 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moore  & 

Haseall... 597,1417 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  tb«  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane. . . . .  .509, 518,  571 

remarks  on  preeenting  certain  papers  touching 
-a  proposea  survey  of  the  coal  fields  in  North 

£)aroIina 1083 

rsmarka  on  ths  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
erie,  1133, 1134. 1148. 1150. 1151. 1578. 1579 
remarks  relative  to  the  religious  rights  of  Amer- 
ican pitizens  abroad 1187,  1195 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  aulliorize  a  contract 
Vith  the  proprietors  of  the  Washington  Sen-, 
tinel  for  the  daily  publication  of  the  debates 

and  prooeedinge  of  the  Senate 1160, 

1305,  1206,  1209, 1211, 1222 
renmrka  on  ths  House  bill  to  organize  the  Terri- 
tories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas 1306, 

1308, 1309 
rsmarks  explanatory  and  apologetic,  having  ref- 
erence to  the  Seoatora  from  Pennsylvania, 

1324 


Badger,  George  E.,  of  North  Carolina — CenftnMd. 

remarks  on  the  proposition,  to  print  additional 

copies  of  the  Patent  Office  report,... . .  .1330, 

1331, 1348, 1380 

remarks  on  presenting  the  report  and  retolutiona 

in  relation  to  the  condition  ot  Cap*  Fear 

river ..........1345 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  certain  doe- 
amenta  touching  governmental  changes  in 

France,  and  European  penal  codes 1347 

remarks  on  the  Houae  bill  to  change  the  day  of 

theannual  osaembling  of  Congress.  1531. 1539 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phincaa  M. 

Nightingale 1589 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  extension 

of  the  Waehington  and  Alexandria  railroad 

into  theOistrict  of  Columbia,  1475, 1689, 1998 

remark*  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  th*  b*n- 

efit  of  the  indigent  ineane,  vetoed  by  the 

Preaident ^ 1070, 

1085,  1086,  1088,  108§;  1123, 1124, 1147. 
1160,  1195, 1196, 1340,  1476.  1618.  1690 
(See  also  ^jmendix.) 
remarka  on  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  Cap* 

Fe*r  river .y 1699 

remarks  on  the  joint  r^lution  of  thanks  of 
Congreesand  ihepressniationof  a  nedal  to 

Captain  Duncan  N.  Ingraham .'.  .1760 

remarks  oa'th*  bill  ailtbMigineMiaeonstnietion 
of  a  subterranean  tine  'of  tdegreph  firom  th* 
Mi**issippi  orjtiissoari  drivers  to  the  Padfie 

ocean. 1769.  1791 

remarka  en  th*  Nsohitim  relating  to  the  onan- 

izationoftheofficersnftheSenale,  1767,  1768 

remarka  on  the  Houae  homestead  bill. . .  .1196* 

1722, 1736, 1748, 1749,  17C1, 

1769. 1818. 1819.  1833,  1844 

rsMarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1856, 

1878,  1880,.  1884, 1885. 1902. 1908, 1904, 

1905,  1939, 1941,  1942, 1943. 1944. 19e>, 

1962.  1964, 1965, 1070, 1978, 1979, 1980, 

19n 

remark*  on  th*  Indian  approprialwn  bill.  .997, 

1013,  1025, 1036. 1041. 

:  1048,  1147.  1187,  138» 

ramorks  relative  to  adjonrament  jine  die.  .1338. 

,1339. 1390.  1391 

,  remarka  relating  to  the  Lower  California  czpe- 

•     >  dttion  against  Mexico .-.208,'310 

tsmarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. .  .778.  786.  787, 
794 ,  796,  797,  815, 816, 817, 89».  891 
remarka  on  the  bill  allowing  a  limited  credit  for 
llie  payment  of  dutie*  on  railroad  iron.  .887. 
888.891,899 
nmarks  on  th*  bill  granting  land*  to  th*  Stats 
of  Michiean  for  the  construction  of  th*  Oak- 
land and  Ottawa  railroad 369 

erty,  Rebecca,  widow  of  David  Baggarly, 

ill  for  the  relief  of. V.191S, 

1939. 2038.  3093, 3158 

Bakeo  Grafton,  bill  for  th*  relief  of. 335. 

973  1041 

Baker.  Jacob,  act  fitr  th*  relief  of. 1996, 

2039,  2904,  3908 

Baldwin,  Ira,  biD  for  the  relief  of. 44,  59, 

100, 941. 1930, 1985 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company — aee  £«{<• 

read*. 
Banking  in  District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  authorizs 
the  business  of,  and  to  regulate  the  iaauioc 
and  circulation  of  notes  aa  money.. .100,  107 
Bankrupt,  bill  to  authorize  the  recovery  of  the 
aasets  of  a.  where  the  same  bav*  b«*n  con- 
e**led  or  n«l  *p*cifi*d  in  th*  seh«dttl*  bar 

him » ■, .853 

Bank  notes,  bill  to  prevent  tbe  isso*  and  cironla- 
tion  of  a  lea*  dmomination  than  fiv*  dollar* 

within  the  District  qf  Columbia ...-.540 

Barcelonq^,  New  York— «**  Parlt  tif  JSnlty  mmd 
Delitery. 

Barnard,  D.  D.,eorrespondsnc*of .676,  697 

Baatrop  grant  ^i  limd  CMau;  Jrisale  Land 

Cfainiev 
Batchelder,  James  C,  bill  for  th*  relief  of  th* 

widow  of. 1716. 1848, 1956, 9016 

r*mark*  by — 

Mr.  Adams. >ii, ...... .  Jt0l9, 

2017. 9018«  ^19«  2090. 3091 

Mr.  Bright. Mai 

Mr.  Cass .^.. .9019 

Mr.  Clay. .9019 

Mr.  Ruak , .9019 

Mr.  Seward 3016.  3017,  30ai 

Mr.StuarU .9016. 9010, 9090 
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Baiehdd«r,  J«mM  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of — CkmHuuted. 

Mr.  Sumner.; .2016,2019,2021 

Mr.  Wade ..i^o*'* 2019 

Mr.  Welter ^18 

Bates,  Lincoln,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1996 

Battle,  laaae  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  ot, 
939l»  1108,  1628, 1639 

Bayard,  Jamea  A,,  of  Delaware 1,  51, 

67. 144, 242, 243,  248,  252,  274, 27S,  291, 
S94,  303,  304,  327, 329, 334,  410,416,432, 
440,  448,  450, 455,  464,  474, 553, 596, 598, 
. .  677,  703, 790,  814, 861, 862, 863, 864, 866, 
867,  869, 871, 1321, 1419, 1420, 1462, 1463, 
1549. 1552.  1570,  1571,  1585,  1626,  1998, 
2178.2196,2201 

Maohuione  by <.. 375,  2906 

remark!  coneerning  vt-increaee  of  fees  to  clerics, 

roanhals,  and  attouievB 198 

remarka  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  captors 

of  the  frigate  Philadelphia 242 

.  remorke  on  the  bill  for  toe  relief  of  Hodges  A 
Lanedale. .  .440,  441, 593,  729,  731,  7^  735 
(Sa»also  Jlpnendix.)  \ 

remarke  on  the  billM  authoriae  the  eoiiipletion  of 
tha^TreasurT  Bttildine,  and  also  the  cooatrtic- 
tinn  of  a  building  for  Uie  War,  )^avy ,  and  In- 
terior Dcpi^oi^  355, 556, 1701 ,  1702, 1739 
famafka  on  the  btnlefunding  to  certain  railroad 
companies  the  duties  paiCVy  them  on  railroad 

*  iron 551,552 

remarke. on  the  bill  fer  the  relief  of  Oeorne  G. 

Bishop,  and  others -.  ;594,  595, 596 

,.  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bron- 

son 599,  600 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  purchase  the  copyright 
of  a  certain  work  upon  finding  a  ship's  posi- 
tion at  sea I .  .600 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  right 
of  S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  to  a  seal  in  the 

United  Sutes  Senate 252 

remarke  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  place  for  a  poet 
office  in  Philadelphia,  and  tor  the  United 
States  courte  in  the  eastern  diUrict  of  Penn- 
sylvania  T....676.  677 

remarks  on  a  proposition  to  go  into  Executive 

session , 75^ 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  to  organise  territorial  ^v- 
ccnmente  for  Nebraska  and  Kanaas. ..  i.^ 


(AmJso  .SppnuUdf.) 
relikrks  ( 


I  on  the  billgiiaDling  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  .indigent  insane 556, 560,  561 

remarke  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 

eri •. 1134, 11J5, 

V   1147,  1151,  1152,  1153,  1577,  1578,  1579 

rtroarka  on  the  propoeition  to  print  additional 

copies  of  the  Paleat  Office  report..ll45, 1146 

raiMrks  on  the  joint  resolution  in  the  case  of 

Abigail  Scaflbrd. 1419 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  direct  a  re<!xaminatioR  of 
the  oeeoont  between  the  United  States  and 

the  State  of  Maryland. '.  ..1527, 1528 

remarks  on  the  deficieney  bill .766, 

776,  T80,  78),  782, 788,  784,  786, 

790.  791,  793,  795;  800,  801,  810 

ismarks  on  the  bill  providtngfora  limited  credit 

for  the  payment  of  duties  on  railroad  iron, 

892 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  theState  of 

Michigan  for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland 

'  and  Ottawa  railroad .365,377 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  ta  the<State 
of  Louimaaa  for  btiildiiiK  a  i«ilraa4  from 
Shreveport  to  the  Mississippi  river.^. .  .408, 

i«to9,474 
rsmarki  on  the  bill  for  th«  relief  of  Francieco 

Lope  Urriza 1584. 1585,  1626 

rsmarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

SI80,  9081 

rsmarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  2155, 

,«.,  2168 

rsmariu  on  the  Army  sppropnation  bill.  .2181, 

•     >  2182,2183,3185,2186 

remarks  o»  the  United  States  mail  ateamer  bill, 

2199li  220U,  2215 

lemarkii  on  the  li^nd  graduation  bill. 2203 

remarke  on  the  resolution  relatitag  to  the  Scna- 

.  lorial  terra  of  Jared  W.  Williams 2308, 

2209,  2211 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  change  the  day 

for  the  annual  assembling  ofOongrese,  1529, 

1534,  I5S5 

remarks  <>n  ths  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 

John  Anderson. .1580 


Baysrd,  James  A., of  Delaware— ConliitiMd. 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent  1069,1084,1085 

remarka  on  the  memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  for  Promoting  the  Atiolition  of  Sla- 
very  1789 

remarka  on  the  bill  outhoriaiiigtheeonatnietion 
of  a  eubterranean  line  of  teTegraph  from  the 
Mississippi  or  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific 

ocean 1659, 1660, 1661, 1681, 1791 

remarks  on  the  Houss  homestead  bill ... .  .554, 

1661, 1663,  1717, 1721, 1741, 

1744,  1746, 1748,  1832 

remarks  on  ths  Texas  debt  bill 1845 

remarks  relating  to  the  remarke  of  Mr.  Petition 
the  letter  of  Colonel  Benton  to  James  Howe, 

of  Indiana .1877 

remarks  on  ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1885, 

1932, 1938^1959, 1961,  1963, 1965. 1976 

remarks,  on  tHe  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1026 

remarks  on^  proposition  to  diange  the  time  for 

the  annual  meeting  of  Congress 1439 

*%emarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  Jadiciai  reci- 
procity between  the  courts  of  the  United  States 

and  those  of  foreign  countries 433 

remarka  relative  to  adjournment  nnedie..  .1337, 

1338 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  for  therdief  of  the  claimants 

oftheprivauerGeneral  Armstronfr,  1491, 1492 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  commtssioneni  on 

claims  against  Mexico .765 

Bean,  Mark,  and  Richard  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

Bean,  Richard   H.,  and  Mark,  propoaitioo  in 
regard  to  the  loss  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 

of  the  papers  of .237 

Beaubien,  Jean  Baptiata,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .790, 

<  870,1996,2014,2039 

Becbe,  Elijah ,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 

heirs  of 923, 924,  1381. 1413 

Bedinger,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief,  of  the  heirs 

of. 1913,1928 

Beldea,  Samuel  A.,  A  Co.,  bill  ;for  the  relief 

.    of ; .3144 

Bell,  John,  of  Tenneaaee 1,  87,  50, 136, 

143,  186, 306, 211,  231,  293,  389.  406.  484, 

625, 789. 1122. 1144, 1280, 1381. 132i.  1379, 

'       1389, 1436, 1461, 1475,1511, 1525, 1567.1681. 

1765. 1805. 1610, 1985, 1986, 2023, 3078, 3093 

resolutions  by 159,  685, 1083 

rsmarka  as  to  what  will  be  the  action  of  the 
Commillae  on.  Commerce  in  regard  to  ap- 
propriations for  river  ^pd  harbor  improve- 
ments..  °. 1...  .248 

remarka  qnthe  bill  to  inoreaae  ths  salaries  of 
6lerks  ii^fie  several  Departments. .  .393,  393 
rsmarks  on  preeenting  the  memorial  of  the 
Baptiat  Aasociation  of  West  Tennessee.  .789 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska,  and.  Kansas  bill.  .533 
(See  also  wlppcMdiji.) 

remarks  on  the  propoeition  to  print  additional 

copies  of  the  Patent  Office  Report. .  1145. 1 146 

'••marks  on  piaseMing  the  petition  of  Mary 

'Reeside ;... 1355 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  oigsnize  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas. . .  1309, 

1310, 1311 
(See  also  .SpptnJUx.) 
remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 

MyerU 1149.1150 

remark^  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phineaa  M. 

^  Itingale <.....  1581, 1583 

irks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  benefit 
'  (be  indigent  weane,  vetoed  by  the  Preai- 

dent.. 1065. 1066. 1067. 1068, 

1085. 1086, 1146, 1381, 1459, 1463, 1476, 1604 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  (h^iUuse, 
1126, 177S,  1832 
(See  also  Jljipendix.) 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1831 

rsmarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .1852, 

1885, 1910, 1943, 1^71 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 7978, 

.1005,  1006, 1007, 1009,  1010, 1042, 

1045, 1047, 1050,  1090, 1135, 1139, 

1187.  1268,1283, 1283, 1284,  1287 

remarks  relative  to  adjournment  sine  die.. 1335 

remarks  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimantsof 

the  privateer  General  Armstrong. .  1492, 1 493 

remarice  on  thedeficiencv  bill 813, 

814,815,816,819,820 

remarks  on  bill  providing  for  a  limited  credit  in 

the  paymentofdutieaon  railroad  iraa,889, 890 


Bell,  John,  of  Tennessss—  CaMmued. 

remarka  on  the  bill  making  provision  to  com- 

pensateagentsfor  paying  pension,  1439, 14«0 

rsmarka  on  ths  Post  Omes  appropriation  InU, 

3085,3086,3088 

rsmarks  OB  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .3148, 

3149, 3153,  3154,  3160, 3179 

Bell,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  raprS* 

ssntativas  of. . . . .  u .4869 

Banjamin.Judah  P.,  of  Louisiana.  ..1, 14,38, 44, 
66,  67,  74,  80,  100,  143, 365,  366,  391,  394, 
,  313,  335,  336,  406,  419,  434. 447, 448.  483, 
485.  486,  506.  517,  1083,  1144,  lM€,.tl86, 
121 1, 1223, 1224, 1321 , 1330, 1345, 1348. 1379, 
14S6. 1549, 1661, 1700, 1701. 1738, 1766, ISBSi 
1986, 1987 ,  2021 . 3040, 3186, 3304, 3309»3315 

resoluU(wl»y 144,185,507 

remarks  wi  the  bill  to  ooirfrm   the  i^euriaa 

land  claim ..~ ,...^..., .965 

reqtarka  on  the  subject  of  the  pablieatiMi  of 
the  debates  sf  the  Senate,  and  compensation 

therefor 1313, 1231  ,.1333 

remarks  on  prasentin|;  the  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiana,  relative  .to  the  Afri- 

eanisation  of  Cuba. 1298, 1399 

renarka  relating  to  the  bill  authorising- iamr 

gold  coinage. 1^ 

remarks  on  we  naval  appropriation  bill.. 8150, 

3151 ,  3153,  3157, 3169, 8170 

ramarks  on  reporting  a  bill  to  iesue  a  registsr 

to  the  brig  Amelia.. 1490 

remarks  on  House  bill  to  chMig*  ths  day  tmt 
the  annual  oeeembling  of  Coi^ese,  1530, 1535 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  B.  Ro- 
man  • 16S6 

•remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the  PenhsylvuuK 
Society  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Sla- 

very .1790 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  HoMa, 
1709, 1731, 1745, 1746, 1747, 1746, 1791» ISSS 
(See  also  jifftwlix.) 

remarks  on  the  Texas  dsbt  bill..u I88& 

remarks  on  the  civil  end  diplodiotie  bill. . .  ASBi, 

1883. 1884, 1901, 19^,  1970. 1973, 197C 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 

.^^  1086,1690 

remarka  on  the  bill  providing  for  judicial  rsei* 

procity  between  the  courts  of  ths  United 

States  and  those  of  foreign  nations 434 

remarka  on  tha  bill  (orepeeit  the  Minnesota  IsoA 

bill ~ .3175, 2176,  2177 

remarke  on  tbtkray  appropriation  btH...Jil67 
remarks  on  a  propoeition  to  change  the  time  for 

the  annual  meeting  of  Congrsss. 1438 

remarks  relating  lo  efanUngTlsave  lo.inmduca 
a  bill  for  therepealof  the  fugitive  alav»law, 
9021. 9093, 309« 
remarks  on  the  bill  gruting.  land  to  tha  Stau 
of  Michigan  for  the  constmction  of  ths  Oak- 
land and  Ottawa  railroad .353 

remarks  on  the  resolation  of  ini^nirr  in  ngsnt 
to  the  suspension  of  the  neutrality  laws,  1634, 

103S 

rsBMrks  OB  the  United  Statea  roailsteMMr  bill, 

3197,3199,4301.3318 

remarks. OB.  the  Post  Office  approprialiMk  bill, 

2083, 3088, 3089, 9091 

Bennett,  A.  G.,  bill  for  relief  of..  .835,  870, 1930 

Bentlcy,  George  M.,  of  theState  of  lndiana..l£ll, 

1534,3038,3311,9319 

Berryman,  Otway  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .430, 

863. 1104. 163Q 
Biddle,  John — see  Keonley,  Jenat&oit. 

Bills,  transmiesion  of...... 3061 

Bill'i  private,  concerning  the  consideration   of. 
,.jv,.,       '  228,238 

Binding — see  Printing',.  i      , 

Birdsall,  Rebecca  J.,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 

of. 1 1403 

Bishop,  George  G..  and  the  lec;al  representatives 
of  John  Arnold,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 211,  329,593,728,  746,774 
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' '  of  Miehinn  for  the  construetion  of  th«  Oak- 
land and  OttoFwa'  railread .958, 360,  361 

'-  remarhson  the  bill  granting  land*  to  the  Slate 

'  ofLouieianafor  theconetruction  of  a  railroad 

from  Algi«ra/on  the  Miskissippi  river,  to  the 

Sabine,  &c..  At ....„ .....3S7 

rimarka  on  the  ■resolution  of  inquiry  in  regard 

-     'to  the*«ape»sion  of  the  neutrality  law*.. 1025 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repral  the  MimMeota 

landbfll 3175,2177 

rtmarks  en  the-Army  appropriation  biH.  ,3182, 

2183,2186 
Bader,  Thomae,  bill  for  relief  of.  ..313, 861, 1930 
Botler,  Jamas,  bill  for  reKef  of..l913,  1938, 3038 
titoif--»ttlAght-thmi». 


Cairo,  Illinois — aee  PmU  tf  DeKviffi. 
CaHfoiWa,  Mr.  Gaiin's  resolution  of  ii)<|uiry  in  | 
rqgard  IA  Ihe.Lowsr  CalUbmia  sxpedition 
against  Mexico... .............;». ...206 

remarks  by.— 

Mr.  Bodser .1..  .808,  210 

Mr.BMdhMd „.......<^ 209 

Mr.  Dawson ,. ...tU...209 

Mr.Qwin 901.908,909,310 

Mr.'HMonkw ..« .£09,310 

Mr.  Pcltit. . .  ...>, ......... ......  .'.V. . .  .907 

Ur.ffliidUd .208 

Califomia.i^e«  Judguf-  CMtrb;  IJmi  CUant; 
~    'mplianf;  CiMt,  JHmtatt,  ^ond  IdttenMyi; 


PtthttpHon 


PiilrieU;  Ptttal  ServiAt. '  i 
bill  to  (fey  thii  .expoisca  ineaOed  by  the  State 
of,  for  the  suppression  of  lDdiaB.hoalflitie*  in 

said  Stat* 1,14,33 

"  bSl  to  mil&oriz*and  diiaci  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain moR|y*  into  tlw.Treaaury  m,  wiiieh  war* 
collected  m  the  porU  of  said  State  as  revenue 
upon  iaiports  since  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  or  peaee  between  tb*  Uhitei)  Statee 
and  nieRep«iblie  of  .Mexico,  and  pritt  to  the 
admission  of  aaidState  into  the  Union,  14,  33 
bill  to  continue  infovcetheaa  entitled  "  An  act 
ta  ascertain  and  setUe  the  private  land  Uaims  in 
Cafirapnia,aad  for  other  i^rpeaes"..  .92, 198 
Coll,  Ira,  of  Huron  cMumity,  Ohio, 'bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. . . 1919, 1929,  9038, 9983,  2208 

Campbell,  Hon.  Brooldns,  a  ReprteeatMive  from 

Tennessee,  the  death  of,  announced.' 97 

Camp,  John  a.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  >..I95, 398 
Campeu,  Joseph,  bill  for  relief  of,  274,  441.  1930 
Canal,  ahip.  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  bill  to 
aid  the  Stale  af  New  York  in  th*  construc- 
tion of  a....«...^>rr.....^....  ...^.....28 

proceeding*  in  ngaid  t«  a 516,606,1461 

remarka'bjF —    ■;    .     . 

Mr.  DiMiglas.. 609 

Mr.  Pish.. ^....; .608,609 

Mr.'Scward..... 608,609,1461 

Mr^  Shield*. .  .....*m. ..«..*....■•■  .609 

Mr^Stuart.,.. .^...^...516,808,609 

Mr.  Walker 516, 608,  609 

bill  to  provide  for  taking  «harg*ef  thblioui*- 

vill*  and  PordMid,  atld  to  prevent  the  aame 

-!      from  falling  into  Bad  repair,  1601. 1716. 9039 

Ganby,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  R.  S.,  bill  for 

the  rsnef  of.. ......... ....  ....m....  .1806 

C^pe  ftKc  river,  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 

iIm  removal  of  obatniction*  at  the  mouth  of, 

*  334,  '406,  416, 1682, 16991, 1716. 1859 

Cap*n,'Jam*s,  bill  for  Ihanlief  of. 1912, 

1928,2038,2917,3219 

Capitol  etliMiaioB,  reaolntion  concerning 107 

joint  reaoludon  attChorisinga  sopplMiiraial  oon- 
iract  for  eertida  marbl*  forih«.Clipitbl  exten- 
sion  ................'........ 487 

(See  JWarile.) 
CaMora  of  tb*  frigate  Pbiladdphia,  bill  for  the 

belief  6f  the. ,.  ..-.•. .159,  241 

Cargo**  arriving  from  foreign  porta,  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent' unnecessary  delays  in  th*  unloaaine 

of....... .►^....aD7,943 

Cariton,  Mary,  adminia<retrix  of  Mnsea  Carlton, 
a  soldier  in  tiie-rcvokitioaBvyiwkf,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 44T,S63. 1930, 1985 

Carroll,  Charles  W.,  bill  for  the  reUkf  df. .  ..1760 
Carter,  David,  and  Nonoy  Thornton. ...<... 1296 
Carver,  Polly,  widow  and  exieculrix  df  Nathan 
Carver,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. . . . .  i . . .  .1996 
Cksh,  D. C,  and  Oilea  U.  Ellis,  bUl  for  the  relief 

-■     of ..1648,  1849.9814,2203,3209 

Caaa,  Lewis, t>f  MicJhican...l,  37,39,  68,  73,  75, 
80,61, 85, 110, 117,  196,  143, 144,  146.  176, 
199, 911,  393,  938,  S89,  340,  341,  242.  243, 
248, 352,  359, 390,  334,  356,  363,  365,  389, 
463,  483,  484,  506,  SSI,  569,  580,  630,  686, 
694, 703. 773, 774, 834, 861, 1129, 1134, 1133, 
1367, 1305, 1331,  \33»nW0, 1380, 1436. 1567. 
1568, 1570, 1590,1606, 1604. 1606, 1637. 1670, 
1699, 1716, 1766, 1847. 1849, 1874, 18nrl938, 
1985,   1999,  9063,  3085,  3305,  39t9,  9211 

M*oJution«  by <:I28,  68, 

80,  117, 137, 993,  439, 876, 907, 9092,  2214 
remwk*|fkthe  de<ith  of  Vice  Preeident  King,20 
remarks  in  regaid  to  tb*  Clayton.Btalw<er  treaty, 

187,  109 

remarks  touching  th*  mission'  of  the  Pope's 

Nuncio  to  the  United  Stat***. .  .993, 995, 259 

remark*  on  (he  bill  granting  land  to  'Wiaeonsin 

•foir a  rauroad... .............. ..ti*. v. .369. 


Case,  Le«ia,  «f  Michigtt-'-CtiMftMM^      .. 
'  nnvBrka  on  the  «aU'  for  ewemgmdM**  m  relo> 
Um  to  the .  Micgrs.vf  dtorjai  KjuutUi ...  .313 

remarks  00  oat  retetion^mdi  PrancMtnd  Bng- 
•iand.. .,.,......-... ■..II. w.. ,..;.... 483,  484 

'  «tmw)(4Q0  tine  bill  t»*m)ki  the  United  Statea 
to  UM  th*  aolar  eoatpw*  in  ftbH)  public  sur- 
vey*.  .....,....<..<... I,,.., 581 

remark*  on  At  joint  (Mehuioa  iriiaiire  to  bid* 
for  clothing,  prosisiont,  pat  •aai|.»tor«8  for 

tlieiHaof  tfa*Klivy... 705 

TM«trk«..on  .the  .bill  .Vi.n^Hjiilei  ikt*  pat  and 
imnut  At  cAcienqr  9C  the  United  State* 
Anngr*  and  for  othtr  purppaalk  4»  >  <  v.  ....,695, 

«Bl6,70ei709 

,  M^ttilwiaMbiig  tb*  right*  «f  AmarieaB  «iti- 

,  .sn*  abroad  10  fi«t4«MD  of  religious  worship, 

,    >  835, 939,1433 

KmarM'oD.UiaNebfaal(a«Dd  Kaasaa  bill,  343, 

JI44.49a,493,4M,4S6, 

487)  519,  531.  539, 686,^90 

(Sa*  •lao  ,ar$iettdit.y 

rcBMudM  r*laiiv«t»  tlM.raIigioa*  right*  af  Aiwr- 


i<an  citisensabrood^ 


.**^»,*i,«»»  • 
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nrnaitas  on  the  sesoluttom  <st.  th*  .Oweni.A*- 

*<ml)ly  of  ConteeticM,  relating  to  the  repeal 

of  the  Missouri  compromi**. . . .  .<ieSi6«  K67 

taatatk*  iMi.thie.Mll  to  direct  a  rt6x»PiMt*ili*>  of 

tbeaecMiftt  batween  th*  Untied  Stataa,  and 

IttUB'Siale  of  Maryland 1526,  1537 

NmMk*  •ftlkabiU  for  the  Gtlief  of  OokilMl  John 

Andbiaon.. .^, w<' 4580 

mntitaonareaalutiwitOjchangA'thhiMM'  for 

tbe  daily  mastaig  of  Um  Sen«l*,rk 1605 

.MiQUiM.Qn  the.bULgmoting  land*  for  tha  bene- 
fit sf  the  indigent  insan*,  veMed  by  di*P***- 
idwit . . .  .1133. 1 195, 1196, 1381, 134ft.ia48, 
1381, 1459, 1476, 1604, 1690 
(8**  also  ,%MMiic.)  : 

r*atarh*-on  thelMmeaicad  bill,  from  tte  Hon**, 

.    .  .553.  555.  .1663. 1669, 1706. 1709,  1799, 

1795,  1744,  1745,  1746,  1773,  1774, 

1778. 1779, 1793. 1816, 18M.  1619, 1839 

(8*aala*d^pp(iidix.)  > 

nmarka  oa  the  civiL  and  diplomatb.bill<>i465l, 

laSS,  1878,  l^iUHK),  1901, 1005, 

1907, 1908,  laiOv  1931 ,  1961 

rwnarlM  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1963, 

1964, 1964 

.  remark*  on  the  deficiency  bill,  778.779,614,  815 

rcmarka  eoaoeraihg  tha  bill  for  .<h*  «*likfi«ir'«h* 

widow  of  J.  C.  Batchelder. 9019 

remarks  on  th*  bill  la  pr*vklfr  for  th*finai'**t- 

tl*m*nt  of  the  claim*  Af  tli«  officer*  of  th* 

r*vohitioBaryarmy,4fa».,d9e.,  931, N8, 983 

rMMrica  on  MUral^approprfation  bill,  9158,  9M5 

Mmark*  on  AnaVappropHation  bill,  9163,9184 

Cattafangn*    Creek,  New  Yosli    ttt   Bmit>.t^ 

Entry  anHhUteni. 

CaxUlo,  &o*ali*,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .>. .  ..IftlS,' 

.1998^4964^99074  9S13 

Oaytia*  w»c  in  Oregon— hmw  Or^gm^ 

OaseleaM,  Pinre,  deceased,  biU  .for  relief  of  th* 

h«in  and  legal  repre*«nlBti«ea  ef.l7fi6;<2215 

CeMU*,  report  of  the  Sopetiotendetitof  fh*.k.€6 

nropMiuon  to  piiatth«Abainictitr.tlMk..  .U«107 

,  Mil  U  providt  for  th*  .payment  0f  life  ptidting 

.  of  l4e  r«tiww  .itf  the  Sevkntil,  and  -for  thi 

paper  purehaaed  for  said  printing. .  iVUi  337 

'   proposftion  to  print  a  oaapkndiara  of  ths-ata- 

tislica  and  population  or  the  Seventh,  to  ^c 

arranged  by  the  Superintendent  of  the.  .176, 

r**otail*o  to  allow  the  lat*  ■npanntctndiligelerk 

.  of  th*,  th*  eonditioud  no*  of  certain  ^maa.* 

wonpIlL ...... ..UK*  ...M».  ........465,  773 

ClMlin,  Qaaag£.S.>btUliKJlb*  t*li«f  of  .i.  ..i335, 

630,  869,rMft 
Chany,  Richard,  papen of,  withdrawn.. ....464 

^amberlaia.  Certain  Jashna,  biU.for  tkerrlilinnf 

thehMraof. ......«13S!pfl419 

Cbampion.'Silaa,  of  9<Msee  oniiaiy,  Ne<^.  Yorkj 

bfll  to  pwvidfta  pinisioa.for. .. . .  i»u. . .  .335, 

■-■'..  -.447,863.886 

Chaplain*,  tbe el«a(idB of. . . , .... .t., .. ,1, 14,  39 

Chapman,  Tbomak, bill  te  thAMlief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of  the-Ute,  former  ooileelorof 

portofdMnSetawOrSoutb  CaMlina,398, 1930 

Chapman,  Tkomaa.  bill  .for  Apr^M  «f  the  legal 

representatives  oT'the  kite.....i 195 

ChB*«,  SalnMm  P., of  Ohio.; 1. 5. 28, 

51, 67, 68, 73.92. 103, 104, 106, 137, 158, 

176,  184.  185.  186,  195,  197,  911.  913, 

.997,  3SS,  361,  aS4.  376,  968.  399,  353, 
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INDEX  TO 


CImm,  BalmoD  P.,  of  Ohio— CSmtfaMMrf. 

406,  416,  490,  431,  433,  447,  455,  464, 
485,  499,  551,  636,  835,  853,  864,  865, 
871,  876,  973,  1030,  1031,  1040,  1083, 
1103, 1103. 1104, 1133, 1164, 1356, 1377^ 
1380, 1334, 1339, 1346, 1893, 1474, 1511, 
^  1519, 1538, 1553, 1577, 1585, 1658, 1680, 
1681, 1689, 1760, 1769, 1790, 1605, 1611, 
1849, 1846, 1676, 1898, 1939, 1957, 1959, 
1984, 1986, 1987,3033, 3040,  3080,  3147, 
8903,  3306, 3207,  3308,  3330 

fMolntioiii  by.o*  ••••• •••••>••  .441  68« 

lis,  340, 1084, 1356, 1716,  1850 
Nmarki  on  th«  bill  to  dlvidt  tht  Stott  of  Ohio 

into  two  jadieial  diatrieu 105, 197 

Nnaiin  sooeMniDC  the  eommitmait  of  all  pMp- 

oaitioDi  fat  a  railroad  to  th*  Paeifio.  .118, 130 

Noarkt  eoneernini  an  increase  of  fees  to  clerki, 

manhala,  and  attorney* 199 

remark!  on  the  Nebradia  bill 339, 380 

mnarka  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francia  B. 

Stockton 361,363 

nmarka  on  the  bill  {futing  landa  to  Wieeonein 

for  a  railroad..... 369,290 

iwnarkaootheNebraalcaand  Kanaaa  bill.  .339, 
380.431,474,487,519,530 
(See  alao  JfyptnMx.) 

ramarka  relating  to  the  pablieation  of  the  Senate 
debate*,  and  oompeneation  therefor. . .  .1206, 

1331, 1223 
remark*  on  the  bill  granting  land*  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigoit  iaiant,  vetoed   by  the 

Preeident 1084,1086 

remarii*  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Good  y 

and  other* 1636,1637 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ezteasion 
andxompletion  of  the  Treasury  BuiIdiDg,&c. , 

1703 

remarks  on  the  preposition  to  print  an  edition  of 

the  Nebraska  and   Kansas  bill,  as  finally 

passed 1769 

remarks  on  the  bill  anthorizine  the  construction 
of  a  subterranean  line  of  telegraph  from  the 
Mississippi  or  Missouri  riTsrs  to  the  Pacific 

oeean. 1616,1659 

remark*  on  thehomeetead  bill,  from  the  House, 

1661. 1703, 1703, 1708, 1717, 1718, 1740, 

1744, 1761, 1811, 1813, 1833, 1844 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1807, 

1831, 1833. 1844 

ftmaik*  on  the  ciril  and  diplomatic  bill..  .1900. 

1908. 1973. 1976, 1961 

remariis  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .990, 

1004, 1005, 1007, 1009. 1010. 1012, 1090 

;   reniarksonlandgradoBtionbill,S303,2Sa3,2204 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants 

of  ths  ptiTateer  Oeneral  Armstrong 1^ 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  tonehing 

the  Africanization  of  Ouba.. 1199 

remarks  on  the  dcfieieney  bill. ,-. .814 

rsmarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  eoneeminc 

suspension  of  the  neutrality  lawa,  1034, 1<^ 

■    remarks  on  (he  bill  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 

Territories  of  the  United  Sutee. .  .1739,  1740 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,  3064 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repetl  the  Minneeota  land 

bill 3173,3175,3177 

Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Raiboad  Oonpany— 

*ss  Orwif. 

rsmarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .3189 

remarks  on  the  United  Slates  mail  steamer  bill, 

3199,  3300, 2201 

<%ipn*n,  Henry — see  George  MerrtU. 

Chittenden,  Herman,  bill  for  relief  of.  1996,  3039 

Citizenship,  bill  to  eeeore  tlio  rights  of,  to  the 

children  of  citizens  bom  out  of  ths  limits  of 

the  United  Slates. 175, 185,903 

Cincinnati  and  Mackinaw  Railroad  Company — 
see  GritrUa. 
bill  vesting  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  cer- 
tain land  in  the  city  orCincinnsti,l913, 1929 
Civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government. 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  of  June,  1855 1658, 

1765,  1829,  1850,  1878,  1899, 19.30,  1958, 
2023,  2091,  2148,  2176,  2188, 3191.  3308 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1851,1855,  1856, 

■     -        1878,1882,1885,1900,1909,1909,1930, 

I-  I         1943,  1958,  1959,  1961,  196(i,  1970,  1972. 

'  -  1974,  1975,  1979,  1980, 1981,  3176 

Mr.  Allen 1978 

Mr.  Atchison 1939, 1940,  1943, 

1960, 1975, 1976,  1979, 1983 


Ciffl  and  diplomatic  ImII,  remarks  on  the,  by— 
Ceatisticii. 

Mr.  Badger.. 1856,1878, 

1860. 1S4, 1685, 1903, 1903, 1904,  1905, 
1939,  1941,  1943, 1943,  1944, 1960,  1963, 
1964, 1965,  1970,  1978,  1979,  1980,  1983 

.  Mr.Bayard 1885,1932, 

■  1938, 1959. 1961,  1963,  1965,  1976 

Mr.  BeU 1853, 1885, 1910, 1943,  1971 

Mr.BenJamin 1683,  1663, 

1884,.  1901, 1969,  1970.  1973. 1976 

■  Mr.  BtighL... 1863. 

1931, 1933,  1935, 1943,  3176 

Mr.  Brodhead 1853, 1654, 1857, 

1858, 1883, 1900, 1903, 1907, 1906, 1931, 
1933, 1960, 1961, 1963, 1964, 1967, 1968, 
1969, 1970, 1971, 1976, 1977,  1978,  3033 

Mr.  Butler 1680,  1883, 

1931, 1932,.  1938, 1839, 1940. 
1941,  194S,  1943, 1974, 1973 

Mr.Ca**. 1851,  1858, 

1878,  1683, 1900, 1901, 1905, 

1907, 1908,  1910.  1931, 1961 

Mr.  Chaae. .  .1900, 1908,  1973, 1976, 1981 

Mr.  Clayton 1882, 1904, 

1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 
1934,  1935,  1958, 1959 

Mr.  Cooper 1853, 

1854, 1861, 1883, 1884, 1931,  1935, 
1943,  1944,  1960,  1961, 1968, 1977 

Mr.  Dawson 1885. 1903, 1903, 

1910, 1930,  1931, 1938, 1967, 1968,  1970, 

1973,  1975, 1976, 1977,  1978,  1979,  2176 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa. ..  .1851. 1855, 1858, 

1878, 1879. 1880, 1883, 1900, 

1901, 1903, 1933, 1943, 1958, 

1961,  1971,  1973, 1980, 1981 

Mr.Donglaa. 1933,1938,1960, 

1966, 1971, 1980, 1981 

Mr.  Evans 1965 

.  Mr.Fessenden.. 1659, 1964,  1965 

Mr.  Fish....  1854. 1856. 1857, 1943, 1979 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick.. 1943, 1958, 

1959, 1965, 1970, 1971, 1975,  1976,  1982 

Mr.Gcyer ; 1858. 

.   1878. 1906. 1907,  1964.  1978 

Mr.  awin..l858. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1931, 

1935. 1936. 1941, 1943, 1943, 1966. 

1967. 1969,  1970, 1973, 1973. 1974, 

1975,  1976,  1978, 1960, 1983,  3176 

Mr.  Hamlin 1858, 1859, 1880, 1883, 

1906, 1909, 1910. 1911, 1930, 1993 

Mr.  Hunter 1850, 1851,  1853,  1853, 

18S4, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858,  1859,  1878, 
1880, 1863,  1885, 1899,  1900, 1901, 1903, 
1906,  1908, 1909,  1910,  1931,  1933, 1933, 
1934, 1935,  1936, 1941, 1943, 1»44, 1958, 
1961, 1963,  1966,  1967,  1968, 1970, 1971, 
1973, 1974, 1975,  1976, 1977, 1978,  1979, 
.  1980, 1981. 1982.  3091.  2176,  3188, 3191 

Mr.  Houston 1959,1973,1960 

Mr.  Jamee..  .1855, 1884, 1885, 1963, 1971 

Mr.  Johnson .1861, 1933, 

1943, 1963, 1964, 1965,  1968. 
1969. 1971, 1973,  1978,  1979 

Mr.  Jones, of  Tennessee 1858, 

1903, 1904, 1966, 1976, 1981 

Mr.  Mallory. 1881, 

1900, 1908, 1911, 1933, 1944, 1958, 1969, 
1970,1973,1975, 1978,  1979, 1983,  3195 

Mr.  Mason 1879, 1885,  1905. 1906, 

1910.1911, 1913, 1935, 1936,  1938,  1939, 
1940,1941,1942,1943,1960,  1961,  1980 

Mr.  Pearce 1653, 

1856, 1858. 1859,  1880, 1885,  1903, 
1903, 1904, 1941, 1959,  1980,  1981 

Mr.  Pettit 1943, 

1944, 1971, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1981, 1983 

Mr.  Pratt 1651,1853, 

1853, 1864, 1855, 1856,  1858, 1879, 1880, 
1683,1884,1899,1901,1905.  1937,  1943 

Mr.  Rusk 1 1881,1885, 

1899, 1901, 1930, 1933,  1934, 1935, 1937, 
•  1940, 1943, 1959, 1966, 1978,  1979,  1980 

Mr.  Sebastian 1972, 1974 

Mr.  Shields 1851, 1852, 1855,  1856, 

1879, 1900, 1901, 1942,  1979,  1980 

Mr.  Slidell .^ 1853, 

1879,1880,1681,  1899,  1905/1906, 1934, 
1939,1943,1943,  1960,  1961,  1966,  1967, 
1969,1970,1971,  1973, 1981,  1982,  SBQa 

Mr.  Stuart 1850,1853,1900,  1906, 

1933,1934, 1943, 1859, 1963,  1967, 1972. 
1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1960,  2033,  2176  > 


Civil  and  dipknnatic  biii,  remark*  on.  tb«,  by-i> 
Cemtlmud. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky 1981 

Mr.  Thomaon,  of  New  Jer*ay>.1935, 1978 

Mr.  Toomba.. 1858, 1911, 1993, 

1936, 1937, 1938, 1939,1940,1941. 1963, 
1963, 1969. 1671, 1975, 1977, 1978,  3176 

Mr.  Toucey. 199L,  1939, 1940 

Mr.  Welker 1899, 1900, 1901, 1907, 

1991, 1940, 1941, 1949,  1977,  1978 

Mr.  Weller,  1658, 1857, 1656, 1859,  1683, 

1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1994, 1958, 1960, 

1968, 1964, 1965, 1966,1968, 1969,  1970, 

1971, 1974, 1975, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 

1981,1963,3176.9195 

bill  to  amend  the  third  auction  of  an  act  niakinK 

appropriationa  for  IIm  year  ending  90th  Jime, 

1854,^iproTedMareh8, 1853,67, 81, 943,949 

Chumn,  bill  to  provide  foTAMe  unpaid  elaims  of 

the  officers  and  soldien  of  the  Viiginia  Stat* 

and  Continental  line*  of  th*  Revolutionary 

Army 38,  » 

bill  to  authoriM  the  payment  of  c«t«in  claim* 
for  loise*  sustainea  during  ths  hostilitiaa  with 
ths  CrCek  and  Seminole  Indiana  in  th*  year* 

1896  and  1837 :; 67 

Claim*  of  citisen*  of  the  Unind  State*    *«e  IfyoH. 

•lies.BiU;^V»**. 

bill  to  indemnify  the  Slate  df' Sooth  Carolina 

for  money  expended  (or  t,he  United  Slate* 

during  the  war  with  the  Sonitaole  Indian*  in 

Flonda..^ 68 

bill  to  eatabliah  a  court  for  the  investi^ition  of 

elaims  against  the  United  States. . .  .104,  144 

bill  to  provide  for  the  final  aetUement  of  the, 

of  the  officns  of  the  RevolulioBary  Army, 

and  of  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of 

those  who  died  in  the  service 336, 

694, 730, 847,  931,  1670. 1898 
rsmarks  by — 

Mr.  Brodhsad 931 

Mr.  Gas* .931,993,933 

Mr.  Bwos 931.933, 1670,  1899 

Mr.  Rusk....*. 1899 

Mr.SlideH 1899 

Mr.  Walker >  .931, 993, 999 

bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  (»«• 
vide  for  liquidating  and  payingcertain  claim* 
of  the  State  of  Yiiginia,"  approved  July  5, 
1893,  so  as  to  extend  the  proviaiona  of  it* 
.  third  section  to  embrace  all  that  elaaa  of  afl- 
cera  provided  for  by  th*  law  of  Virginia, 

paascd  May  29, 1779 .936, 635 

the  consideration  of  the,  for  supplies  of  all  kinds 
fumished  to  the  volunteers  serving  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  C.  FrEmont,  in  Cal- 
ifornia, during  the  year  1646. 637 

Claims,  the  Committae  oC .JH  ■ 

bills  reported  from .'67, 

74,  60. 93, 117, 118. 145. 186,  195,  311, 

374,  388, 353,  989,  407,  430,  447,  455, 

464, 634, 693,  653,  897,  949, 1058,  1156, 

1577, 1700, 1605, 1649, 1984 

discharged  from  subjects .313, 

4^,  835,  954, 972,  1003. 1186, 1456, 1681 

adverse  reports  from.  .506.  517.  560.  693.  1590 

reports  from.  .693,  897,  1324, 1898, 1928, 1984 

ClainiB  against  Mexico,  rsport  of  the  board  of 

commissioners  on  the ......765,  821 

remnrka  by — 

Mr.  Bayaid 765 

Mr.  Brodhead 765 

Mr.  Brown 765,831 

(Be«  BMen  S(  C«.) 

Clark,  WilUam,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1765 

Clay,  Clement  C.,  jr.,  of  Alabama ..1, 

43.  61,80,  334,  376, 389,  407,  464, 473, 486, 
506.  569,  607,  609,  617,  630,  685,  773,  835, 
697,  924,  956,  979, 1106,  1196,1133, 1356, 
1357,  1980,  1324,  1345,  1471,  1577,  1579, 
1590.  1601,  1621,  1633,  1636,  1630,  1631, 
1658,  1659,  17»,  1788,  1790,  1791,  1890, 
1648,  1898,  9016,  3078,  3093,  3147,  2173, 
2180,  3183,  2196,  2208,  2209 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  K. 

Rayburn 693 

remarks  on  going  into  Executive  session  753,759 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  locating 
of  certain  land  in  Alabama  for  school  pur- 
poses  .......931 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of 
school  districts,  in  lien  of  th*  eixteenth  seo- 
tione,  within  the  twelve  mile*  square  reserva. 
tion,  Suu  of  Alabama.. 1339 
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(3lf,Clem*ot  C,  jr.fOf  Alabama — Centinved. 
mnuki  on  the  reference  of  the  Maeeachuaetta 
oethioa  for  tha  repeal  of  the  fugitive  tlave 

bv...^..M. ,^...1553,  1554,  1559 

nairk*  on  the 'bill  to  prwide  for  a  mail  ateam 

GnebMveen  California  and  China,  1571, 1601 

renvtcs  on  the  bill  ghinting  Jande  for  the  ben- 

dil  of  the  iodigcDt  inaane,  vetoed   by   tha 

Pnaident.: ;..1066,  1439, 1459 

(Saealao4lV<iK'u.)  ' 

RBiBrka  OD  the  homaatead  bill, from  the  Houae, 

1663,  1665,  1704, 1705, 1706, 1707, 1709, 

1717,  1721,  1740,  1741,  1745,  1748,  1749, 

1769,  1792, 1811,  1812, 1813,  1833,  1844 

rcmarka  on  the  bill  for  the  rcUef  of  the  claimanta 

of  the  pcivateer  Qeneral  Armatrong. .  .1493, 

.       1494 

remarkarciatioe  to  tha  bill  for  the  relUirof  Bct- 

•ey  Maab  and  ihjnAidow  of  J.  O.  Bat«hel- 

4er...... .•;, 2019 

Qijtsa-Balwcr  treaty,  call,  Ac,  concerning  the, 
98,  107, 137, 144, 148, 160. 179 

<!liftoo,  John  M.,  of  Delaware 1,  S, 

66,  84,  110,  148,  160,  176,348,252. 

890,  292,  308, 373,  391,  396.-3106, 420, 

493. 495.231,728, 790,8S6, 1107, 1186^ 

>  lier,  1207,  1320,  1335,  1360,  1392; 

1471;.  1559,  1577.  160L  1877,  2078 

i«ni«ianat»;«^^,  14, 288.^2, 1257. 1568 

laadka  on  Matli>r  Vice  fireaideot  King.  .21 

loaarka  io  regard  fo  the  Clayton-Buiwer  Uea- 

ty _ 107 

Miarkain  regard  to  tha  removal  «f  the  injunc- 
tion of  ieeracT  oa  nominations  to  the  Senate. 

302,303 

roaulca  on  hie  re<fOeat  to  be  allowed  to  record 

Ma  vole  aeaioat  the  paaaage  of  the  Nebraaka 

bai TTTr. 550 

Rnirka  on  the  reaolation  affirming  the  rieht  of 
8.  S.  Pbelpa,  of  Vermont,  to  a  aeat  in  the 
Uoited  State*  Senate 317,  645,646 

icmirka  on  the  joint  reaolution  relative  to  bids 
ht  proviaiooi,  clothing,  and  amatf-Atoras  for 
theaaeof  the  Navy 694,  705 

ttmukM  on  tha  bill  to  reguhus  the  pay  and 
iacnase  the  efficiency  of  the  United  States 

Array,  and  for  other  purposes 696, 

697,  706,  710  < 

RDMrka  on  proposition  to  go  into  Execotive' 
JMW>o ,753,754,755 

i^tta  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kanaas  blH,  354, 
509,  519,  320.  691 

(Set  Jfpendvt.) 

rcmatlu  eooceming  the  |uano  trade,  1144, 1194 

ronarks  on  ihcpropositioa  to  print  additional 
copies  of  the  Patent  Office  report,  1145,  1146 

itaurlca  on  introducing  a  joint  resolution  man- 

■  ifcaung  the  aaoae  of  Coiigreaa  towards  the 
Accorera  of  Ijeutenant  Slrain'a  surveying 
rutj,»n  the  Isthmus  of. Cte'rien 1199 

ranirin  on  the  refrolution  relative  to  the  Afri- 

un  daie  trade  in  the  West  India  lalaiida, 

,  1257,1258,1259,1260,1261 

rnnirlu  on  the  resolutions  of  ibe  Legislature 
of  Loaiaiaaa  relative  to  the  Africanization  of 
C«be ^ 1298,1299 

renarka  on  the  House  bill  to  organize  the  Ter- 
riisriea  of  Nebraaka  and  Kanaaa 1303 

rwiarka  explanatory  of  hia  vote  on  the  com- 
promise meaaurrs  of  1848 1388 

rcffluka  on  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  sup- 
pnssion  of  the  slave  trade  in  American-built 
Te««eU...1511,  1591,  1592,  1593, 1603,  1604 

remarks  ob  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the 
President.  .1063,  1086,  lli23, 1124, 1381, 1405 

(See  also  J^ipen^tx.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
ole .' 1149 

'enu'ka  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachusetts 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
law , 1552,1553 

reaiarka  on  the  homeatead  bill,  from  the  Houae, 

1661, 1663, 1664,  1665, 1703, 1722, 1723, 

1724,  1725. 1744, 1749, 1761, 1762, 1776, 

1777.  1778. 1779,  1814, 1819.  1832 

nrnarka  onlba-civil  and  diplomatic  bill . .  1883, 

1904, 1905, 19A6,  1907.  1908, 

1934, 1935,  1958,  1959 

feaaiks  rtlativs  to  adjoamoicnt  itna  die.  .1335, 

1336, 1338 

Koarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reiisf  of  the  daim- 

aais  of  the  privateer  Qeneral  Armstrong, 

1487,  1489,  1490, 1492, 1493, 1494 


Clayton,  John  M.,  of  Delaware — Continued, 
remarks  on  a  proposition  to  change  the  time  for 

the  annual  meeting  of  Congress 1438 

remarks  on  the  resolutien  of  inquiry  touchii^; 

the  Africanization  of  Cuba 1199 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 816. 

817,  818. 819. 1337 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of 

Michigan  for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland 

and  Ottawa  railroad ......359 

Clerks  in  the  several  Departments,  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  to,  by  amendment  of  the 
third  section  of  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Oov- 
•mqMnt  for  the  year  ending  30ih  June,  1854, 

176,  292,  447 
ia  the  Second  Auditor's  office,  proposition  for 

an  increase'  of  the  compenaation  of. 447 

(See  Paymaster 'i  CUrIa;  Compemation.) 
compensation  bill — ace  Civil  and  iXpiemofie  Bill. 
to  committees,  proposition  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment and  payment  of,  &c .44, 

51,  159, 212, 221 ,720,  1123, 2206 

1  concerning  the  pay  of. 1848,  2014 

*  remarks  by- 
Mr.  Adams. Jt015 

Mr.  Evans 2014 

Mr.  Pettit J»14 

Clergymen,  theprotest  of  the  three  thousand  a  nd 
nfty  New  Efngland,againat  the  passage  of  the 

Nebraska  bill 617 

rsmarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger... ~ 623 

Mr.  Butfer » 619,  623 

Mr:  Douglas 617,621,622 

Mr.  Everett 617,  619 

Mr.  Rouaton.. ..'...: 618.  619,  622 

Mr.Hfaaon.... 618,619.623 

Mr.  Pettit G20 

Mr.  Seward 623 

the  remonstrance  of  five  hundred  and  four,  of 

the  northwestern  States llSiS 

(See  appendix  for  Mr.  Douglas's  speech  thereon.) 
Clinton — see  Coitectton  ZKstriets. 
Coal  fields  in  North  Carolina,  resolution  inquiring 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  an  exam- 
ination and  survey  of  the .1041.  1083 

Coast  Survey  report,  proposition  to  print  extra 

copies  or  the 143 

Cochrane,  Sally  T,  B.,  widow  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant R.  fi.  Cochrane,  United  States  Army, 

bill  for  the  relief  of 336,  862, 1930, 1985 

Codes,  penal  in  Europe. ..1133,  1324,  1345, 1874 
Code  of  laws — see  Ortgon. 
Coffey,  Corne1ius,'an  act  granting  bounty  bnd  to, 

1996 

Cohaa'set  RMcs,  a  Jdiht  'reaolution  authorizing  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Light-Houss 

Board  to  determine  upon  tha  site,  plan,  and 

mode  of  constructing  the  light-house  on,  and 

for  other  purposes. 586,  630,  720 

Coin — see  Countei^ttwig. 
foreign  gold  and  silver,  a  report  from  the  director 
of  the  United  States  Mint  in  reUtion  to  the 

•  fineness  and  value  of 517 

Coin  of  the  United  States — sse  Caunter/eiting. 

Coinage,  large  gold,  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 

San  Francisco,  California,  in  regard  to. .  .835 

bill  to  authorizs  the,  of  gold  pieces  of  the  vahie 

respectively  of  ten  eSgles  and  five  eagles,  and 

for  other  purpoaes 1280. 1332. 1417 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benjamin 1333 

Mr.  Brodhead 1417.  1418 

Mr.  Dawson 1418 

Mr.Owin 1332.1417,1418 

Mr.  Hunter 1418 

Mr.  Seward 1418 

Mr.  Slidell 1418 

Cole,  Jnhn,  bill  for  the  rolief  of. 1996,  2039 

Collection  district  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  act 

creating  a, 15K,  9039,  2077, 3148 

Collection  district  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
bill  providing  for  the  annexation  of  the  towns 
of  Clinton  and  Westbrook  to  the. ... .  .1321 

bill  creating  a,  in  Calirornia 1437,1535 

bill  creating  a,  in  New^York,  to  be  called  the 
District  of  Dunkirk,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. — see  Porta 
of  £atry  ond  Ddivery. 
Collins,  James  L. — see  Jirmijo.  . 
Colt,  Samuel,  bill  authorizing  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents  to  grant  an  extension  of  a  patent 
to,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  for  an  Im- 
provement in  fire-arms. 1380 


Commerce,  bill  to  amend  the  "  Act  requiring  for- 
eign regulations  of,  to  be  laid  annually  beforo 
Congress,"  approved  16th  of  August,  1843, 
and  for  other  purposes ....  .1984. 2077. 3313 

Common  Council  of  New  York  city,  bill  to  i«- 
imburse  the,  for  expenditures  made  for  ths 
first  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers...  80. 

901 

Common  Council — sss  Jitae  York. 

Commerce,  Committee  on.  resolutions  of  iMtme- 

tion  to  the 5, 

28,  40,  51, 127,  464,  624,  636,  876 
897, 922, 930, 985, 1256, 1360, 1601 

the  Committee  on .37, 348 

diat^arged  from  sobjects. .-..'. 74, 

195, 37S.  506,  704,  943, 1321, 1461 

bills  reported  from 74, 118,  159, 

419,506,275,  303, 312,  395,  407. 

517,897,990,1321,1360, 

1437, 1439, 1461, 2078, 3215 

adverse  reports  fW>m 117 

143,  517,  897. 1082,  1321,  ISSS 

reports  from 790,  943,  1348. 

1601,  1658, 1700, 1716,  1806,  1898,  3077 

Committees,  select 19,  27,  80. 

92,  144. 184. 198.  211, 275.  517.  625. 984 

jmnt......... .998 

of  conference.. 448, 

984,  1003,  1327, 1335,  1341,  1898, 
2039, 2091 ,  2148, 2165,  2180,  2185, 
2195,  2196, 2302.  2203, 2207, 2309 

to  w«it  on  the  President .5 

standing,  rule  to  regulate  the  appointment  of,  36 
Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  report 

ofthe,  (tc... 104.127 

letters  of 985,  1194 

Patents,  letUrs  of  the .388,  685 

Commissioners,   Board    of— see    iVivote   ImUI 

CUumt. 
Compensation,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide,  to  such  persons  as  may  be  do- 
signated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
keep  and  receive  the  public  money,  iindertho 
fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  6U1  Augast, 
1846,  for  the  additional  services  under  that 

act,"  approved  March 3, 1853 853,876 

joint  resolution  making  appropriation  for  Iho 
payment  of  those  entttled  to  the  benefils  of 
the  resolution  of  ths  House  of  Reprassnta* 
lives  of  ths  United  States,  passsd  August  3, 
1854,  voting  sxtra,  to  pages,  folders,  and 

others 2202,  2919 

resolution  to  pay  the  usual  extra,  to  the  ro- 
portersof  the  Congressional  Qlobe...2304, 

^7 

to  reporters,  resolution  relativs  to .9003 

of  absent  Senators .9093 

joint  resolution  to  fix  the.  of  the  employees  of 
the  legislative  department  of  the  Qorernment, 
and  to  prohibit  the  atlowauee  of  the  usual 
sxtra  compensation  to  such  as  receive  tho 

.  benefits  thereof. '. . .  .1682. 1700. 1805 

(See  OJfficen  qftk  Senate;  Cferfcj.) 
Compensation— ase/u^tt;  CUrks;  QffieetfhUOtn 

Compass,  solar — sse  Burt. 
Conferences— see  Committees. 
Congressional  Olobs  and  Appsndix — see  DtMes. 
Congress,  bill  to  fix  the  annual  meeting  of,  here- 
after on  the  first  Monday  in  October. .  .1340. 
1380,  1389,  1438. 1473 
rsmarks  by- 
Mr.  Adams 1438 

Mr.  Bayard 1439 

Mr.  Benjamin 1438 

Mr.  Clayton 1438 

Mr.  Douglas 1380. 1438. 1439 

Mr.  Foot ....1439 

Mr.  Huntor .' 1438 

Mr.  Mason.. 1438 

(See /four  <if.Veeti)v.)  r 

House  bill  to  ehangs-ths  day.^of  the  annual 
assembling.of. ............. ..\ .'  .1459. 1538 

remarks  by—  *  •'   ' 

Mr.  Adams .%  .igS|%~J539. 1534 


Mr.  BKdger. 


.v^>->l- ••1531, 1533 


Mr.  Bayard 1599, 1534, 1535 

Mr.  Benjsmin 1530,153$ 

Mr.  Brown IS33 

Mr.  Dixon 1539 

°  ^Mt.  Douglas 1533,  1535 

Mr.  Filzpatriek 1529 

Mr.Owin. 1528,  1539 

Mr.  Johnson 1533.1534 
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Congress,  House  bill  to  cbange  the  day  of  the 
annual  nsscmblingof,  reroarksby — Contiatud. 

Mr.  Pratt 1532 

Mr.  Ruak 1530, 1533 

Mr.Stuart 1531, 1533, 1534 

Mr.  Walker 1529.  1534 

bin  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of,  1843 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposition  for 
tbe  creation  of  a  special  committee  to  provide 
an  amendment  for  the,  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  Pxesident . .  .228, 

253,375 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  the  Commit- 
tee oh'the 527 

•  ;  reports  from • 1593 

adverse  reports  from 580 

fund — see  Senate. 

Contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  bill  to  regulate  the 

disbursement  of  the,  and  for  other  purposes, 

39, 175,  222,  337,  345,  352,  391, 395 

Connecticut,  resolutions  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly 

of  the  State  of,  against  the  passage  of  the 

Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  and  the  repeal  of 

the  Missouri  compromise 1256, 1277 

remarks  by— ^ 

Mr.  Cass 1256,1357 

Mir.  Smith. ...1256, 1257 

Mr.Tpucey 1277 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the  passage 
of  tlie  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  and  the 

course  of  Mr.  Toacey 1615 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Gillette 1616 

Mr.  Toucey 1615,  1618 

Coody,  Susan,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

473,864,1104,1626 

CocAe,  Lyman  N.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . . .  .335, 

407. 863,  886 
Cook,  AnnaE.,  bill  for  the  relief  ef..l912, 1938 
Cook,  Isaac,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  455, 

863, 1104 

Cooper,  Jnmes,  of  PennsyWania 1, 

27,  39,  176,  184,  195,  206,  409.  464,  474, 
482,  485,  486,  929,  942,  984,  985,  1020, 
1068,  1104,  1186,  1194,  1223,  1355,  1380, 
1389,  1843,  1877,  1996,  1997,  1998,  2013, 
2014,  2038,  3173,  2202,  2207,  2210,  2212 

resolutions  by 465,474,955,  1878,  2014 

remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the  Accessory 

Transit  Company, ., 158 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Pcnnsy^ 
Tania  for  a  railroad  and  a  manual  school  for 
the  education  of  female  teachers. . .  .195,  196 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .487 
(See  also  .Appendix.') 
remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  Castner 

Hanway. ......,..'. 1187 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  C. 

Thompson.......... 1632 

remarks  on  (he  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. . .  1852, 

1854,  1881,  1883,  1884,  1331,  1935, 

1943,  1944,  1960,  1961,  1968,    1977 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .995, 

998, J008,  1012,  1013,  1025,  1036, 

1044.  1047,  1048,  1050,    1051 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations 

for  the  United  States  courts  in  Boston,  New 

York,  and  Philadelphia 1850 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill .  .2082 
remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  2150,  2170 
remarks  on   the  United  States    mail  steamer 

bill 2200 

Cooper,' Charles  &  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .117, 

300, 1848, 1898,  1985 

Copley,  Margaret  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  693, 

1256 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Washington,  bill  grant- 
ing certain  addiiional  powers  to  the 420 

Correciion 51,  1631, 1738.  1760 

Council  Blulfa,  in  Iowa,  bill  to  lay  off  the  town 

of. 117,  312.  432,774,  856,  866 

Counierfeiting,    bill    making    further    provision 

againBt  counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 

United  States, and  passing  coanlerfeitcoin. 92 

the   current  coin   of  the    ITnited  States,  and 

,,_j_iPa88inE; counterfeit  coin,  bill  making  further 

... . provision  against , 104 

Co'urtd,   United    Stales — see    TesKmony;    Clainu; 
Indianapolis;  Judicial  District!. 
remarks  l>y — 

i-.^       Mr.  Bright. 1849, 1850 

g.£i     Mr.  Brodhead.... 1849,1850 

ii~,  '  Mr.  Cooper 1850 

**"'     Mr.  Pratt........ 1850 


Courts — Continued, 
bill  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  provide  necessary  and  perma- 
nent accommodations  for  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  officers,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Massaehusetu,  &c 50,  67,  274, 

313,  1811,  1849,  1987, 1997,2077,2092,2148 
bill  concerning  the  distnet  courts  of  the  United 

States  in  California 51,  104,  198 

bill  to  proville  a  site,  and  for  the  construction  of 
a  suitable  building,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  district  and  drcuit  courts,  and  a  post 
office  of  the  United  States,  at  Indianapolis,  in 

the  Slate  of  Indiana 104 

bill  to  provide  a  suitable  building  for  the  United 
States  district  courts  of  the  southern  district 

of  Florida 145 

bill  to  provide  a  place  for  holdine  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  southern  district  of 

New  York,  and  for  other  purposes 227, 

292,  312,  328 

bin  to  provide  for  the  constmction  of  a  suitable 

building  for  the  aiecommodation  of  the  district 

courts  of  th«  United  States,  at  Key  West,  ia 

the  State  of  Florida 4275, 1058 

bill  to  provide  for  holding  an  adfditional  term  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 

district  of  Missouri 686 

bill  regulating  the  time  of  holding  the  sessions  of 
the  district  and  circuit,  of  the  United  States  in 

(he  Stilts  ori.oui4ia»d. 1186, 

1223, 1787, 1811, 1832 
Cousiii,  Fhirt4oi«,°bill  for  ths  relief  of.  .929, 1003 

Coxe,  Ferdinand,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1984 

Crandall,  Sarah,  widd#  of  James  Coon,  bill  for 
the  relief  of.. .. ... . . .  .929,  1108,  1930,  1985 

Credentials  presented 1320, 1402 

Creditors  of  Texas — see'  Tixiis. 

Creek  Indiana' — see  Indians. 

Cribben,  Lawrence— see  William  J.  MeElhiny. 

Croix,  Dusuan  de  la,  a  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of, 

to  a  tract  Of  land  therein  described 551, 

580,  866. 1848,  1898. 1985 
Cronchy,  Henry,  bfll  to  make  compensation  to, 

for  extra  services 1003 

Crosby,  Pearce— see  W.  P.  Bwckner. 
Crown,  Thoitaas,  bill  for  relief  of,  897, 1107, 1627 
Crystal  Palace  Exhibition,  invitation  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  visit  the. ....'. gs 

Cuba,  Africanization  of,  resolution  relative  t<>. 

1194, 1199 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chase 1199 

Mr.  Clayton 1199 

Mr.  Mallory 1199,  1200 

Mr.  Stuart 1199 

Mr.  Weller.. ; 1199 

Cuba,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana 

relative  to  the  Africanization  of. 1298 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  BerijatntiJ 1298,  1299 

Mr.  Clayton 1298,  1299 

Mr.  Gwin 1299 

M  r.  Seward 1300 

Culver,  Sylvaniis,  heir  of  Samuel  Pearann,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 773,  870.  3174,  2182.  2184 

Cumberland  road,  bill  to  cede  to  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois that  portion  of  the,  lying  within  that 

State 303.  335 

Curran,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1913, 

1928, 1984,  2216,  2219 
Currency  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  sup- 
press the  circulaXiort  of  small  notes  as  a.  .74, 

107 
(See  Baniang.) 
Gushing,  Mary  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . . .  1912, 

1929,  2092,  2158 
Cutter,  Abraham,  bill  for  Ihk  relief  of 1549 

D. 

Daiby,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 943, 

1109,  1628.  1996,  2014,  2039 

Dafotah  Indians — see  Indians. 

Dardenne, Theresa,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. 624, 868 

Darieh  expedition — see  J.  G.  Strain. 

Davis,  Charles' J.,  administrator  of  Captain  John 
Davis,  an  officer  io  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion  1912.  1938 

Davis.  Captain  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  reprcseDtalives  of 484  J 

487,693.1106,1133^ 

Dawson,  William  C,  of  Georgia 1,  37, 

39.  67.  74,  80.  99,  107. 126, 144,  176,306, 
212,  248,1250.  274,  888,  292,  335,  352,  376, 


Dawson,  William  C,  of  Georgia — Ctntinual. 
407,  410,  420,  447,  464,  506,  561,  580,  596. 
600,  955,  972,  1133,  1193,  1328,  1347,  1389, 
1402,  1455,  14W,  1462,  1478,  1716,  1768, 
1791,  1829,  1850,  1877,  1986,  2151.  2168. 
2170, 2202, 2303,  3305,  3218,  2220 

resolutions  bv 40 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  R. 

C.  Floyd ; 145,  146 

remarks  concerning  the  mission  of  the  Pspal 

Nuncio  to  the  United  States S24 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Wisconsin 

for  a  railroad .289 

remarks  on  the  request  of  Mr.  Everett  and 
Mr.  Clayton  to  be  allowed  to  record  (heir 
votes  against  ths  passage  of  the  Nebraska 

bill.,,.:. .....7. 550 

remarks  on  the  bill  refunding  to  certain  railroad 
companies  duties  paid  on  rtilroad  iron.  .551, 

553 
remarks  on  tlie  bill  to  enable  ths  Uniied  States 
to  make  use  of  the  solar  compass  in  ths  pub- 
lic surveys 581 

rsmarkf  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  R. 

NevilM '; 598 

.  remarks  on  the  bill  to  recompense  the  discoverer 

of  practical  aniesthesia .944 

remarks  on  presenting  the  resolutions  of  ihs 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  relating  to  the  subject 

of  slavery. «... .955 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .C33 

(See  also  .Spptndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  public  lands  for  the 

benefit  of  the  indigent  insane 486, 

487,  494{  495 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  additional 

copies  of  the  Pstent  Office  report 114C 

remarks  rehitingto  the  bill  for  ^e  relief  of  J. 

W.  Kelly 1197, 1198 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  ths 
Senate  debates,  and  compensation  therefor,  - 
use,  1215.  1216, 1219, 1921 
remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  larger  gold 

coinage. . , 1418 

remarks  oh '  ths  bill  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  the  Misais'sippi-  vaUey  to  the 

Pacific  ocean 1124 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 

erle 1133 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  extenaion 
of  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  ralTroad 

into  the  District  of  Columbia 1473, 

1474,  1998 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed    by  the 

President 1085, 1124, 1460 

remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Sla- 
very  1788 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 

580,  1668, 1669,  1704, 1721,  1722.  1815 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1885, 

1903,  1903,  1910,  1930,  1931,  1938, 

1967, 1968, 1970,  1973,  1975.  1976, 

1977,  W78.  1979.  2176 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  995, 

997,  998,  1045.  1047,  1090, 

1091,  1139,  1363,  1266 

remarks  relative  to  adjournment  <tne  die. .  1335, 

1336,  1390 
remarks  relating  to  the  Lower  California  ex- 
pedition against  Mexico. 209 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill....- 1327 

remarks  on  the  bill  granlingland  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  for  the  constrw:tion  of  the  Oak- 
land and  Ottawa  railroad 363,  364,  376 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  for  constructing  a  railroad  fro'nn 
Algiers,  on  the  Mississippi  river,-  to  the  Sa- 
bine, &c.,  &c • 356 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Minnesota 

land  bill. 2175,  2177,  2178 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  2186, 

2187,  3188,  3189,  3190,  3191 

remarks  on  the  Uniied  States  mail  steamer  bill, 

3201 

Day,  Ira,  of  Vermont,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .407, 

441,  473,  1511,  1524.  1571, 1580 

Deany,  Mary,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. .  .447,  863 

Debates,  proposition  to  pay  the  Intelligencer  for 

publishing  the 294 

letter  of  General  Armstrong,  of  the  Union, 
surrendering  his  contract  for  reporting  and 
pablishing  we 416 
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Debate*— CoiiiintMif. 

prop«ntion  to  aubaeribe  for  alMitional  eonieaof 

theCoDgrMtioiwI^lobe,  by  John  C.  Rivee, 

.    416, 5e9$!04. 1934, 1339, 1348 

(See  alio  Dtbala  on  the  mobition  tnttkorizing  a 

contract  vith  the  Prtpriettrs  tf  tht  Sentinel!) 
propoaiiion  by  Tucker  &  Overton  to  report  and 

publieh  the,  &e r 439,  fl34 

Maelation  attthorizing  a  oontract  with  the  pro- 

Srietors  of  the  Waahington  Sentinel,  fbr  the 
lily  publication  of  the  ttebates  and  proeeed- 

inga  of  the  Senate .1156,  laOO,  1311 

twnarica  by — 

Mr.  Badger. 1160, 

1905, 1906, 1509,  121 1 ,  1922 

Mr.  BenjMnin 1313,1291,1323 

Mr.  Bright i 1156, 

1157, 1158, 1160,  I1«0, 1300,  1201, 
1909, 1903,1906, 1907,  1211,  1921 

Mr.  Brodhead 1158,1160,1300 

Mr.  Broirn .i 1157, 

1159, 1904, 1906, 1907, 1911, 1930, 1231 

Mr.  Chsae 1906,1991,1993 

Mr.  Dawaon..in8.,1915, 1316, 1919. 1931 

Mr.  Dodge,^  lo«a i.1160,  1906 

.    Mr.  Dopglaa 1159 

Mr.  Rtkpatrick .1156, 1157, 

ikSi  1159, 1900, 1901, 1303, 1206, 
1^,  1308, 1300, 1213, 1313, 1315, 
1316,  1217, 1318, 1319,  1330,  1921 

Mr.  Qwin. 1157, 

1158, 1159, 1905, 1206,  ISEM,  1991 

'      Mr.  Hunter. ...1160,1911 

Mr.  Johnson 1158. 1159, 1900, 1901, 

1909,  IBOt,.  1305, 1306, 1908, 1213, 1313, 
1214, 1915, 1816, 1916, 1919, 1990. 1931 

Mr.  Jonea,  of  Tennesaea 1918 

Mr.  Pratt. . .  .1909, 1909, 1311, 1930,  1391 

Mr.  Ruak ; 1911,1999 

Mr.  Stuart 1160; 

1303,1903,1304,1905,1906 

Mr.  Toeriiba i ..... .  1930 

Mr.  Walker .1905,  1916, 1917 

Mr.  W«Uer. a, 1300, 

1901, 1309, 1304,  »05, 1906,  1914, 

1916, 1317,  1918,  1319,  1290,  1231 

raaolntioD  to  pay  certain  newepaperi  of  Waah- 

ington  City  for  publishing  the,  of  the  Sw. 

ate ~ 2201,2adiS 

EMIoieney  bill...., ..407 

a  Dili  to  Supply  Vefieienciea  in  the  appropria- 
tionaforttMaerrioe-of -the-fiwal  year  ending 
the  30th  of  Jwie,  18S4. .  .686. 73i,  746,  766, 
790, 809, 814, 1S96, 1386, 1340, 1348 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adama 747,766, 

767.  768,  778, 7»,  810,  1895. 1J96, 1327 

Mr.  Badger.. . . .  <.  ...#.. . .  .778,  786,  787, 

794,  796,  797,  815,  816,  817,  880, 881 

Mr.  Bayard , 766, 

776,  780,  781, 789,  783,  784,  786, 
790, 791.  793,  795, 800.  801,  810 

Mr.  fielK 813,  814,  815. 816,  819.  830 

Mr.BtiMHtead 766,786,1335 

Mr.  Brown.... 751, 786,  813,  814,  616,819 

Mr.  Butler 776, 786,  794,  817,  830 

Mr.  Caea 778,  779,  814,  815 

Mr.'  Gkttn^  a  %  »■-.•  ««««••••»«■  •-•-•^••.■*«  .814 
Mr. Clayton. . .  ..81«,  817,  818,  819,  139T 

Mr.Oawaon 1337 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 785, 

786)  811, 813,  813, 817, 880 

Mr.  Douglee. 615,  820 

Mr.  Bvans 890 

Mr.  fivereU .784 

Mr.  Fesssnden 748,  7SD,  813 

Mr.  Fitspatrick 790, 

791, 795, 796,  797,  810,  813 

Mrr^eyer. v. ..  i . . .  .801,  814.  817 

Mr.^win-.!, . .....  .^^,,.. .766. 

774,  785,  786.  799,  810,  814,  815, 
617)  818,  819,  890, 1325, 1326, 1341 

Mr.  Hamilin 747,  7S0, 

769,  770, -779, -780,  782,  783,  784,787. 
799,  793,  794,  796,  796,  797,  7W,  813 

Mn  Huntw 746, 

747,  749,  750,  761,  T6»,  fee,  767,  768, 
799,770,  775,  777,  778,  780,  781,  783, 
784,785,  787,  791,  793,  793,  795,  796, 
737,  798,  799,  803,  811,  813,  814,  81^ 
818,  819,  830,  1SS5, 1326,  1340.  1341 

Mr.  Jehneon '.1325 

Mr.  Jonea,  of  lows 767, 

779,  780,  761,  798, 831 


DtBeieney  bill,  remarks  by — Oentimtcd. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee. .750 

Mr.  Mason 7^, 

770,  780,  785, 815,  816,  817, 818,  im 

Mr.  Pearee 767,  770,  774, 

776,  781,  788,  .784,  785,  794.  795.  830 

Mr.  Pettit....746,  748,  749,  750.  751,  752, 

779,  780,781, 786,  7t6,  1325,  1326, 1327 

Mr.  Pratt 760, 

783.  783,  784,  785,  766,  797,  800,  816 

Mr.  Ruak 775, 

781,  811, 619, 81t,  818,  819,  820,  821 

"      Mr.  Shields ....749,750,767, 

768. 770*  7T5,  776, 777, 176, 780, 781 

Mr.  Slidell. 1325 

Mr.  Stuart 776,  781,  T96,  815,  1335 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky 787, 

797,  798, 813 

.   Mr.  Toaoey. 761 

Mr.  Walker .747, 1325, 1336, 1»41 

Mr.  Weller 768,769. 

791,  793,  796, 603, 614,  816,  819,  890 

Dennett,  Oeoi^,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..990, 1639 

Denny,  Mary,  the  widow  of  the  late  LieuMnant 

Jaitifce  A.,  of  the  United  Statea  Army,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 33S,  9Sa 

Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  Rapids,  bill  to  con* 
'ttRuetbAimpravamant  atihe,in  the  Miasia. 

sippi 948 

Deetitine  dtizenaef  the  United  Statea  in  foreiga 
countriaa,  bill  making  proviaiona  for  the  re- 

lief  of .W84 

Devlin,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 407,  Ml 

Diekerson,  Catharine,  widow  of  John  Diekerson, 

bill  fbr  the  relief  of...... 1419 

Diekerheff,  Andrew  J.,1>iKfortherelief  of..  .624, 

887,1980 
Dickinsr  Aabuvy ,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .464.  596 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  on  the,  27, 74 

bills  reported  (W>ffl .« 74. 

76, 374, 376,  430,  468, 551 , 1 601 
discharged  firom  aubjeeta. . .  .303,376, 990, 1461 

clerk  ro .; ;1133 

reaolutiooa  of  inatMCtion  to 1437 

reports  from .....1473 

Diatriet  of  Columbia— aea  Bank  .WMu;  Bwnkingi 

huaneHatfitai;  A^iterici  PutNc;  Long  BrUge. 

Diatriet  attorneys,  a  bM  to  regulate  the  fee*  and 

oompeneatien  of  the,  in  the  courts  of  the 

United  States,  fir  the  Territories  of  Mirnie- 

'  sota,  New  Mexico,  end  Utah...!.. '609,  630 

Distribution — see  PvbHe  Lundt;  Doeumetm.  ' 

Dixon,  Arehibold,  of  Kentucky 1,  Tf,  44, 

67.73.391,317,339.934, 
-   -.m,  473.  1496,  1601.  1607 

'  reioluti^s  by Ii75 

remarks  ih  regard  to  the  bill  organizing «  terri- 
torial government  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
239,340,519 
(See  alao  .AppewHs.) 
reoMu-ke  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 

Myerle.. .1135,  M53,  1153 

remarks  «b  ihe  Hoiise  -bill  to.  change  the  dny 

for  the  annual  aasartiMing  of  Oongrma.  .15^ 

remarka  on  the  reference  m-  the  Mflesacliusetts 

petition  for  the  repeal  «f  the  ftigiilve  atave 

law. , 1478,  1519, 1553 

(Sw  also  i^ipcndix  ) 

retnarke  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phincaa  M. 

Nightingale 1553 

remarka  on  the  bill  granting  landc  for  the  i>cnefit 
of  the  indigent  inaane,  vetoed  by  the  Pre*. 

ident .1065,  1620 

'remarics  on  the  biH  te. provide  a  pension  for 

'SeigeamG.  W.Toirenr« M32 

remarka  oh  the  homestead  hill,  fVnm  the  Hotine, 

•     1664, 16»,  1708,  1T18,  1722, 1740,1741, 

1742, 1743, 1744,  1745,  1746,  1747,  1762 

remarics  on  the  bill  for  the-  relief  of  Moorp  & 

Haseall 1417 

Dixon,  Jamea,  bill  making  an  appropriation  to, 

1469 

Document*,  public,  .joint  iiesatution  for  iIm  dia- 

tribution  of  certain,  now  in  the  State  Depart. 

RMIM ^....i.ll8 

Didge,  Augustus  C,  of  lown .1.  S,  14, 

28, 44, 50, 51.  67,  92  104,  J 15,  117, 126, 127, 
145,  159,  176.  184,  186,  206,  291,  299,  248, 
273.  974,  375,  288,  312,  336.  352.  356,  376. 
377,  407,  416.  432.  447.464.  484.  486,  493, 
506,  531,  551,  555,  561,  569,  601,  607,  609, 
624.  638,  699,  773,  814,  834,  897.  923,  924, 
930.. 943,  356,  973,  985,  1040,  1197,  12S4, 
1345,  1389,  1436,  1440,  1461,  1476,  1525, 


Dodge,  Augustus  C.,of  Iowa— ConfiitKcd. 

1594,  1661,  1681,  1700,  1739,  1769,  18J0, 
1886,  1984,  2015,  2078,  2092,  2145,  9171, 
9201,9303,2204,2205,2207,3215,1919,3390 

Teaolntioinr  by.. ; ; 15,  51,  337,  388, 

406,  464,  609.  8*7,  1003,  3099 
renmrica-on  the  bill  for  the''relief  of  OeoKe  R. 

C.Floyd J45, 146 

remarka  on  the  request  of  Everett  and  Clayton 
to  be  allowed  to  record  their  votee  against  the 

paasagk  af  ths  Nebraska  bill .550 

remarka  relating  to  the  bill  refonding  to'cartain 
railroad  companies  duties  paid  by  them  on 

railroad  iron ' S^ 

remarka  on  the  bill  to  regutalB  die  pay  and 

increaee  the  efficiency  of  the  United  Statea 

Army,  and  for  other  purposes.  .696, 709. 710 

remarks  on  a  proposition  to  go  into  Executive 

seesion. 759.  753,  I9ll 

remarics  on  Nebraska  and  Kansaa  bill.  484. 590 

(See  also  Jtpptn^.) 

remarics  on  the  bill  granting  public  lands  for  the 

benefit  of  the  indigent  insane 487,  571 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publreacion  of  the 
Senate  debatea,  and  corapenaation  therefor, 

1160,  1306 
remarka  on  the  bill  granting  landa  for  the  benefit 
of -tfaa  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent   .1069,  1086,  1087, 1124 

reiriarka  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  to  aid  »  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads  1648 

remRrks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 
1 127,  1669, 1665, 1799,-1784, 1748, 1769, 1778 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill V&IS8, 1630 

r^arks  on  the  civil  and  diplomaiic  hill .  .1851, 

1855,  1856, 1878,  1879,  1880, 1683i 

190O,  1901,  ]90i)  1933,  1943,  1958, 

1961,  1971,  1979, 1980, 1961 

remarka  on  the  land  greduatfon  bill .3904 

remarka  concerning  the  expiration  of  the  aena- 
torial  term  of  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Williaroa,  of 

New  Hampshire. . , 3908 

rsmarks'on  Indian  appropriation  bill,  979, 1050 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill .785, 

786,  811,  813,  813,  817,  MB 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  Statd 

of  Michigan  for  the  construction  of  the  Oak* 

land  and  Ottawa  railroad 357, 

358,361,363,364,365 

remark^  on  the'French  spoliation  bill. ... .  J90 

remarks  onthebill  granting  land  to  the  State  of 

Loui^antr  for  boikKng«  railroad  from  tihreve. 

pert  to  the  Misaisaippi  river .408,  409 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation-  bHI . .  .90M 

Dodge,  Henry,  of  Wisconsin 1,  98>' 

89,  66,  97,  144,  145,  159, 195,  407,  4W, 
569,  630,  856,  896,  923, 1461,  1600, 1849 

reaolutiohe  by 14,  28, 1047 

Dodd,  Ann, leave  to  withdraw  thepapers of. .303 
Dolphin,  United  State*  surveying  -brig — see  S.  P. 

Lee. 
Domereqi  Don  B.  'Juan,'a'  Spanish  subject,  bill 

for  the  relief  of.  ,-.•.. .  i i .-. 195,  398 

Doughte,8tephen-A.j  of  Illinois 1,  .'>  40, 

68,  104,  1461  ■  197-,  •169,184,  186,  '291 ,  239, 
290,  291,  317;  ei8,-329,  384,  357,  378,  392, 
407,  434,  485,- 487,  886,  973,  972,  1138, 
1133i  12H),  1899,  1809;  1321,  1340.  1419. 
1621,  169Bi- 1626.  1790,  1847,  1848,  1875, 
2023,-  3060)  2203,  -3307,-2316,  3217,   2220 

resolutions  ^.  ...>>....... 1280, 1389 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Vkc  President  King)  20 
'   remarks  on  the  bill  conferring  the  title  of  lieu- 
tenant gvneral. S3, 84 

'   report  snatHnendmentof  the  Nebraska  hill,  321 
remarks  concerning  the  mission  nf  the  Papal 

NuneiA  tothe  United  States 234 

remarks  on  the  Nehpaekabill 239,340,375 

remarks  on  the- bill  granting  land  lu  Wisconitin 

for  a  railroad.^ 289.  390 

remarks  on  the  call  for  \\vk  corr'npondeiice 
touching  the  aeisure  of  Martin  Knszia. .  .314 

' thtt  credentials  of. j^.  > '  • ,  .^ .'  .463 

remarks  oii  the  protest.of .  the'  -New  England 
clergy-Ogainst  the  paAage  of  the  Nrhrasha 

bill . V , t... .617, 631,  622 

remarks  on  the  employment  of  a  clerk  by  the 

Committee  on  Agriculture 727 

remarks  on  going  into  Executive  session  753, 755 

remarks  on  (he  Nebraaka  and  Kxnsas  hill,  3S^ 

QS9,  340, 975,  990,  291,  343,  344,  353, 

354,365.483,474,509,5190,591,  6S3 

(See  •l8o-.4i))ltiMHir.> 
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Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  of  Illinoii — Coniinutd. 
nmarka  on  tb«  billgranling  kinds  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insiuie 519 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  the 

Senate  debates 1159 

remeurki  on  the  House  bill  to  organize  theTer- 

ritorias  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas 1300, 

1301. 1308,  1309 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  lb  chjuige  the  day  for 
.    the  annual  aasemblingof  Congress,  1532, 1535 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the 

President 1066,1067,  1068,  1069,  1070 

remarks  relative  to  the  homestead  bill  from  the 

House 1726, 1747, 1832, 1843 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1845,  1846 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1933, 
1938,  1960, 1966,  1971,  1980, 1981 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 991, 
993,  993, 994,  995 
remarks  relative  to  adjournment  niw  i<i«..1336 
remarks  concsrning  the  construction  of  a  ship 

'  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagam 099 

remarks  on  the  (iroposition  to  change  the  time 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress. . .  .1380, 

1438, 1439 
renuirks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moore  & 

Haseall 1417 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 815,  830 

remarks  on  the  bill  providingfora  limited  credit 
ia  the  payment  of  duUes  on  railroad  iron ,  887, 

890,  891 
remarks  an  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Minnesota  land 

bill..; 0..2173,  2174,  2175,  8177 

Douglass,  David  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .1886, 
^        „  1928 

Donneu,  John,  and  son,  joint  rsaolution  for  the 

relief  of.  .^ 1848 

Donsman,  Hercules  L.,  bill  (o  confirm  the  title  of, 

to  farm  lot  No.  X2,  adjoining  the  town  of 

Prairie  du  Chicn,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 

335,  395,  442 

Dorr,  Thomas  W.,  resolutions  of  the  Legislaiure 

of  Rhode  Island  in  the  case  of. 1G26 

Dorsey,  Lloyd,  and  others,  act  for  the  relief  of, 

1996. 2038,  2216,  2219 

Dubuqus,  bill  to  relinquish  certain  lands  to  the 

city  of,  in  the  State  of  Iowa 274,  420 

Duar.  William  A.,  John  Dusr.and  Beverly  Rob- 
inson, trustees  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alex- 
ander, widow  of  Major  General  William 
Alexander,  commonly  known  as  Lord  Stir- 

liojL' 1912.1928 

Ouer,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1403 

Donning,  James,  biU  for  the  relief  of. 118, 

200, 1848, 1898, 1985 
Dunkirk,  New  York— see  PorU  of  Entry  and  Dt- 

Uvtrg. 
Duties  on  railroad  iron,  bill  allowing  a  credit  for 
a  limited  period  on,  imported  into  the  United 

States 144,286,871,886 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 887 

Mr.  Badger .887,688,891,892 

Mr.  Bayard 892 

Mr.  Bell 889,890 

Mr.  Douglas , 887,890,891 

Mr.  Pratt 888,889,891,892 

.    ,      Mr.  Rusk 888 

,-   .'   Mr.  Seward 887,  891 

Mr.  Smart 888,  892 

Mr.  Weller „ 868,  889 

,  on  certnln  railroad  iron,  bill  la  refund  to  the 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company,  and  to 
the  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company, 

the,  imported  by  them 551 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard ..561,552 

Mr.  Brown 552 

Mr.  Dawaon 551,  .552 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 552 

on  imports  and  tonnage,  act  to  amend  the  pro- 
viaions  of  the  firiy-sixth  section  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of, 
approved  2d  March,  1797.. 2174,  2182,2184 
bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  concern- 
ing tonnage, 'Ion  Spanish  veseels 145, 

159,  419 

B. 

Easton,  Captain  L.  C,  Assistant  Cluartermaster 

in  the  Army,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .336,  IIOS 

Edwards,  Jamas,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

493,  864, 1105, 1930, 1985 


Edwards,  William  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .395, 
407,  447,  863,  876,  923 
Ellis,  Oilea  U— see  Dmid  C.  CaMk. 

Ellis,  Tbomaa,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1912, 

1928,  2038,  2216 
Elections  in  the  Senate,  proposition  for  the  future, 

to  benieavoee... 28,  51, 127 

Elliott,  Qeorgs  E..  act  for  the  relief  of,  1996, 2039 
Elliott,  Theodore  E..  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .239, 

596 
El  Paraguay,  bill  to  authorize  a  register  to  be 
issued  to  the  elcamer,  by  a  new  name,  1228, 
1256,  1348,  1381, 1584, 1594,  1601,  1701 
Emigrant  ships,  committee  in  regard  to  the  sick- 
ness on 1, 14,  19 

message  from  the  President  relative  to,.  1082, 

1577 
clerk  to  committee  in  regard  to  the  sickness  on 

board 1280 

report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  in  favor  of 

printing  the  report.on 2092 

bill  for  the  better  protection  of  life  and  health 
on  board  of— see  PsMcnger  Shifu. 
Emmons,  Uri,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
863,  870. 1107, 1628 
Bmplojreca— see  Compensation. 
Engraving — see  PrinHnf. 

Engrossed  Bills.  Cnmmittet  on 37 

Enlistments— 4ee  Amy.  \ 

Enrolled  Bills.  Committee  on 37,  43.  736. 

1739, 1760.  2014 

Erwin,  John,  papers  of.  withdrawn 569 

a  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of,  to  a  certain  tract 

of  land  in  the  Bastrop  grant 569.  13^ 

Erwin,  Jamea.  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 

personal  reprsseotatives  of 870 

Esp^,  Professor,  resolution  authorizing  the  print- 
ing nf  the  report  of. 3014 

Evans,  Eliza  M..  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .939. 1108 
Evans,  Josiah  ik,  a  Senator  from  South  Cam- 

lina. 1,  27, 

43,  44.  68,  80,  176,  311,  331,  336,  407,  416, 
638,  685,  846,  847,  861,  863.  865.  868,  870, 
876,  931.  984.  989,  1041.  1144.  1380. 1419, 
1461,1471.1472,1525,1622,1627,1628,1658, 
1670,1680.1739.1848,  1898, 1999,2039,  3205 

resolutions  by 1848 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 

Prioleaa ^1 

remarks  on  the  petition  of  Jams*  Robertson ,  580 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  United  States 
to  make  use  of  the  solar  compass  in  the  pub- 
lic surveys 581,  583 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  G. 

Bishop,  and  others 596 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  tbs  final  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  of  the  officers  of  the 

revolutioDary  army.  &«.,  dko 694, 

721.931,933,  1670,  1899 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  recompense  (he  discoverer 

of  practical  annathesia .943 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Mv- 

erle 1105,  1134,  1135, 1557 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  PhineasM. 

NighUngale «..  .1581, 1583 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick 

Vincent .....1583 

remarks  on  the  ease  of  James  Robertson. .1593 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  stsam  mail 

line  between  California  and  China 1569 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  construction 
of  a  subtsrranean  line  of  telegraph  from  the 
Mississippi  or  Missouri  rivers  to  the  Pacific 

ocean 16n3, 1659, 1660,  1791 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .1965 
remarks  relative  to  adjournment  liiw  die. .1315 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 820 

remarks  concerning  the  pay  of  committees' 

clerks 2014 

remarks  on  Post  OSleeappropriation  bill.  .2081 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill  ...3185 

Eve,  BeUey  W.,  widow  of  Joseph  Eve.  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 3144 

Everett,  Edward,  a  Senator  from   Massachu- 
setts  1 

27,  40.  43,  50,  67,  117,  184.  300.  206,  348, 
312,  313,  378,  395,  406,  416,  419,  433,  446, 
464,  473,  485,  493,  506,  607,  639,  645,  T73, 
789,  834,  856,  866,  869,  875,  929,  973.  1003 

resolutions  by 635 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Vice  President  Kine.  .30 

remarks  concerning  the  mission  of  the  Papal 

Nuneio  to  the  United  States 224 


Everett,  Edward,  of  Massaehuaett* — Continmd. 

remarks  relative  to  his  request  to  have  bis  vote 

recorded  against  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska 

bill 550 

remarks  on  the  protest  of  the  New  England 
clergy  against  Ihs  passage  of  the  Nebraska 

and  Kansas  bill 617,  619 

remarks  on  the  bill  (o  recompense  the  discoverer 

of  practical  anasthesia 943,  944 

remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  tb« 
American  Association  for  the  Promotion  of 

Science 973 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill..353, 509 
(See  also  .SppendUs.} 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  make  compensation  to 

Henry  Cronehey  fqr  extra  services. , . .  .1003 

letter  resigning  his  seat  in  the  United  Statsa 

Senate .1255 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 784 

Bverby,  Lieutenant  Michael,  bill  for  the -relief  of 
the  children  of  the   late,  a   revolutionary 

officer 144,365 

Executive  sessioQs  of  (he  Senate,  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  role  in  rtnrd  to 68, 240 

Executive  and  jndicial'>officers  of  Ortgoa,  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Minnesota, 

bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the 1437, 

1440. 1847,  1930 
Extra  compensation — see  Cen^enution. 


Factor,  William  Senna,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .184, 
337, 337, 1898, 1912, 1930 

Fagan,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 185, 

. .  1848, 1698, 1985 
Falls  of  Niagara — see  Csas<,'  Ship. 
Fanny,  joint   resolution   for  ths   relief  of  tha 

owners  of  the  steamer.... , 375 

Panning,  A.  C.  W.-r-s»e.fi«od. 

Famham.  G.  M..  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 

of  the  drafts  of 1334 

Famsworth,  Nathan — see  Elliot,  Smith. 
Faulkner,  Jesse  R.,a  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .484, 
487.1437,3146.3158 

Fdker,  David ,  papers  of,  referred 464 

Fees  and  eosta— see  CUrkt,  MwrAoU,  and  Mof 


Faasenden,  William  Pitt,  a  Senator  from  Maine, 

.     463,  482,  517,  531,  607,  608,  685, 

686,727,773,846,907, 1359,146li 

1491,  1626, 1627,3039,2144,3318 

resolutions  by. 1360 

remarks  relating  to  the  printing  of  certain  doc- 
uments on  governmental  changes. in  France, 

and  the  penal  codes  of  Europe 1346 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massaehusetta 
petition  for  the  remal  of  the  fugitive  slava 

law 1557,  J558 

rsmarks  on  presenting  a  petition  from  New 
Hampshire  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slavs 

law ...1565 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1859, 

1964,  1965 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .748,  750, 813 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2189, 

3190 
Field,  AlexaoderP.,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 

of. 14,43,331 

Finance,  Committee  on...., 37 

bills  reported  from  the 74, 

145, 322, 339, 693,  835,  1389, 180S 

reports  from 720, 

897. 1403,  1590, 1765, 1984.  3093.  3145 
Fitzpatrick.  Benjamin,  a  Senator  from  Alabama, 
1,  61,  66,  67,  73,  92,  100.  106,  176, 187, 206, 
.  311. 339. 264,  313,  339,  406,  407,  465,  485, 
486.  493,  580,  634,  685.  694,  803,  853,  853, 
863,  866,  888,  973,  985,  1135,  1324,  1347. 
1436,   1471..  155J.  1583,  1601,  1839,3305 

resolutions  by.. ; 168 

remarks  concerning  an  inersaseof  fees  to  clerks, 

marshals,  and  attomsvs 198, 199 

remarks  en  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B. 

Stockton 360, 361 

remarks  on  the  proposition,  to  print  additional 
copies  of  the  Patent  Office  report,  1145, 1338 
remsrks  on  the  resolution  to  anthorize  a  con- 
tract with  the  proprietors  of  ths  Washington 
Sentinel  for  the  daily  publication  of  the  ds- 

,      bates  of  the  Senate 1156, 1157, 

1158, 1159.  1300.  1201.  1203.  1306. 
1307. 1308, 1209, 1212,  1313.  1315, 
1316, 1317,  1218,  1319,  1330,  1331 
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Pitspatriek,  Btnjamin,  of  Aluhtatm—Cimtimied. 

'  Tramrka  on  the  propoeMon  to  print  certain  doc- 

mnents  relating  to  govermnvntal  changes  in 

Prance, and  European  penal  codes,  1346, 1347 

remarks  en  the  House  bill  to  change  the  day  for 

the  annual  assembling  of  Congress 1589 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic-  bilt.  .1943, 

1958, 1959, 1965, 1970, 1971, 1975, 1976, 1983 

T«mm4r«  on  Ule  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1007, 

1965, 1366,  1383,  1383 

remarks  «n  the  deficieney  bill 790, 

791,796,796,  797,810,818 
remarks  on  the- Army' appropriation  liin..21{E)5 

renfarks  on  the  land  gradnatMn  bill 2902 

Frauds-see  RmniuFrawb;  Clmtmngttinst  Mexico. 

Fish,  Hamilton,  a  Senator  from  NffwYork.  .1,27, 

as,  39,  40,  44,  67,  80,- 92,  100,  103,  117, 

144,  145,  159,  195,  206,  331,  337,341,  343, 

248,  360,  273,  303,  334,  406,  419,  430,  485, 

•  493,  507,  517,  551,  569,  607,  692,  704,  773, 

774,  790,  875.  896,  897,  923,  973,  990,  1003, 

1103, 1107, 1139, 1133, 1194, 1330, 1333, 1359, 

1380, 1417, 1436, 1463, 1486, 1511, 1535, 1SQ3, 

1738, 1765,  1806,  3077,  WIS,  9917 

raaolutions  by...>.> 1, 14, 

.  507,876,1013,1280,1381 

remarks  relating  to  the  construction  of  a  ship 

canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara  .  .608,  609 

■proposition  for  action  on  adverae  reports. .  .704 

.  remarks  on  the  joint  resolntitin  relatire  to  bids 

for  provisions,  clothing,  and  small-stores,  for 

the  use  of  the  Navy..  < 694 

rtmarkson  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 

1769, 1814,  1819 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill .  .1854, 

1856, 1857, 1942, 1979 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation-  bili. .  1011 , 

1013 
FilEpatriok,  RieKard,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .195, 

328,339,433 

Pleorian  claim— see  Land  Otsim*. 

FkM>r  of  the  Senate,  admissiOM  to  the — see  Senate. 

Florida  treaty,  biU  further  to  carry  into  effect  the 

provisions  of  ths  ninth  article  of  the,  with 

'      respeot  to  certain  losses  of  Spanish  subjects 

in  West  Florida i 929 

Fknrida— Melantf  DiOrielt;  Courtt;  GrmOt;  Aoey- 

Yaritj  Bovndani  IMu. 
Eioyd.aMrge  R.  C,  late  Secretary  Of  WiseoiMin 
•Hi  Territory  and  sureties,  joint  reaolntion  for 

»    therelief  of 38,145 

FiViSgn  Relations,  Committee  en 27, 1360 

discMurMd  from  anbiacts. 74,  531 

984, 180«,  9077,  2145,  2178 

reports  from  the 416,  1320, 

1437,  1886, 3145,  3178 

bills  rsportsd  ttorn  the 482. 617,580, 

600,639,790,339,1003,1186, 

1280,  1334.  1403,  1590,  1656, 

1716,  1788,  1806,  1984,  2144 

.  rssohitions  of  instmetion  to  the. . .  .1257, 1280 

adverse  reports  from  the ; ..1590. 

1939,3144,2145 
Faieiffn  relations — see  Fnmte  and  England;  Can; 

Florida'Tnalu;  Sp<dn. 

Boot,  Solomhh,  a  Senator  from  Vermont,  1, 97, 39, 

I     44, 50,  67,  137, 143v  144,  145,  -176,  184,  195. 

901,311,312,931,265,274,288^390,291,338, 

335i  389, 380. 406,433, 440, 441 ,  449, 447, 464, 

473,486,507,517,531,551,553,553,561,570. 

607.630,  773,  809, 875, 973, 1083, 1132, 1255. 

'     1331,  1859>  1379,  1381,  1686,   1716,    1760, 

1769,   1848, -1899,  2016,-3023,-3038,  2039 

resolutions  by 144, 676,  897,  9014 

iwmarks  in  regard  to  the  ri^ht  of  Mr.  Phelps  to 
a  seat... .,,.....;.'... 115,  197,  610,  630,  645 
remarks  on  committee  servicey  knd  request  to 
. '. '  be.  discharged  froan  fintKcr  service  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Pensions 550 

remarks  on  ths  bill  for  -the  nlicf  of  Harriet 

.'  .  Leavaaw'orth .886 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  benefit 

'   of  the  indigent  insane.. J89, 

455.487,494,495,519,556,571,573 
.remarks  on  introducing,  a  bill  Sn  fiivor  of  the 
'  .AIffitaildHa.and  Washington  railroad...  1334 
'  rtiaarka  on  the  bill  giantiiig  lands  for  the  benefit 
.  .'loftkaindigent  insane,.v«toed.bytbe  President, 
1060, 1063. 1064,  1086, 1087, 1133, 1160, 1348 
<S*eklsd  4pp«iu<ix.) 
renurln  on  a  prtiposition  to  change  the  time  for 

the  annual  meetittr  of  Congress 1439 

remarks  oa  the  resouitios'aathorizing  payment 
.  Ihr  the  aervieaa  of  Chariaa  Qoidon. . .  ,.9014 


Fortification  bill,  an  act  making  snpropriations 

for  fortifications,  and  other  worKs  of  defense, 

and  for  repairs  of  barracks  and  quarters,  for 

the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1855.  .1912, 

1928, 1984,  2040.  3078, 2153.  2158 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 2078.3079 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick 2079 

Mr.  Hunter. .•.-..-...•.. . .  .9078, 2079, 2080 

Mr.  Msllory..v..; 2079 

Mr.  Pratt.... i. 2079 

Mr.Ruek;;.;.-. 2079 

Mr.  Slidell. ; 3079,  3080 

Mr.  Weller. 3078,  3079 

Forty-'five,- rangrone,  in  Warren  county,  Mis- 
sonri,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 

township 1913,  1936, 1984,  3171, 2319 

Fourth  of  July,  proceedings  in  regard  fe.  adjonrn- 

ment  over ;. 1583 

France  and  England,  our  relations  with 483 

Franking  privilege,  bill  granting  the,  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  assist- 
ant in  charge  of  the  office  of  (he  said  Coast 

Survey .....;; ^ ... ; 348,375,  313 

bill  to  abolish'the,  and  to  provide  for  thedietri- 

botion  of  public  docvmenis 1256 

Frazer,  John,  and  the  administrator  of  the  evt^te 
of  John    Q.    Clendenin,   bill  for  the  relief 

of. 1913,1938,1984 

Frazer.  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 335. 

609,  861, 1105,  1357, 1380,  1360, 1412 

Freeman,  Rebecca,  bill  for  the  relief  of 145, 

201,1930,1985 
FrCmont,  John  Charles,  bill  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  pay,  for  beef  fur- 
nished to  the  California  Indians'.  .1999,  2000 
PrCmont's  battalion — see  Clabm. 
Friends,  remonstrance  of  the  religions  society  of. 
residing  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jeraey,  Dela- 
ware, and'Maryland,  against  the  passage  of 

the  Nebraska  bill 482 

FriendH  Aid  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

bill  to  incorporate  the .2039 

Frink,- John ,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1996. 

3145, 2158 
Frontera — see  Parts  tf  Entry. 
Fugitive  ■  slave  hiw,  sundry  petittons  praying  for 

the  repeal  of  the 1565,1567,  17B7 

report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 

the : 1806 

'  bill  to  repeal  «he  act  passed  in  September,  1850, 

generally  known  as  the 1590.2021 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 2023 

Mr.  Benjamin  ;>ii. -.-.... 9021, 9092,  2023 

.  Mr.  Bright.. 2092,9823 

M(.  Chase.; .9022 

Mr:  Dooglas 2033 

Mr.  Foot 3023 

Mr.  Gwin 9023 

Mr.  Mason .3033 

Mr.  Norris 9021,3093,3033 

Mr.  Stuart 2021,2023 

Mr.  Sumner. 2021,  3093,  9833 

Mr.  Walker;  .<;...> 2022,  2023 

Mr.  Weller.. ;*<....!..• 2023,2023 

Fugitive  slave  law,  remarks  on  (he  reference  of 
the  petition  from  Massachusetts  praying  for 

the  repeal  of  tiie 1473. 1559 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1563,1554 

Mr.  Brodhead 1515, 1553 

Mr.  Butler. 1516,1511, 

1553,  1554, 15S5.  1557 

Mi^.  Chase 1552 

Mr.  Clay 1553, 1554, 1559 

Mr.  Clayton )553, 1553 

Mr.  Dixon 1472,1519,-1552 

Mr.  Peesenden 1557,  1558 

Mr.  Qillett 1558 

Mr.awin 1552 

Mr.  Honeton 1552 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1518, 1514 

Mr.  Mallory .1552.  1553, 1554 

■  Mr.  Mason -. 1517 

Mr.  PetUt 1517, 1818, 1658 

Mr.  Pratt ,.. 1517 

Mr.  Rockwell 1472. 1513,  1514,'  1553 

Mr.  Rusk. . . . : i 1553,  1557 

Mr.  Seward 1472,  1554,  1555 

Mr.  Slidell 1552 

Mr.  Sumner 1473,  1515,  1517, 

18!8.  1553,  1553. 1564, 1555, 1557, 1558 
'       Mr;T»fiosy ,...i.<. .....1559 


G. 

GMsden  treaty — see  Treaty. 

Gas-light — see  Geoi^own  Q<a-tAgkt  CaiUfumy. 

Gasa,  Patrick,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1919. 

1928, 1964.  2205, 2308 
General  Land  Office,  joint  resolution  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  retain  the  present 
force  in  the,  till  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress  « 2313 

Georgetown  Gas-Light  Company,  bill  to  incor- 
porate the.  .264,  336, 1701,  1761,  1811,  1839 
Georgia*— see  Blaeery. 

Oeranl,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heire  of, 

1848, 1849, 1898 

Qeyer,  Henry  8.,  a  Senator  fh)m  Missouri,  1, 103, 

609,  686,  693, 852, 853, 955,1040, 1359, 1511, 

1552, 1700, 1739, 1843, 1878, 1987, 1996, 3190 

remarks  on  the  resolution  affirming  the  right  of 

S.  8.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  to  a  seat  in  ths 

Senate 643,  648 

remarics  ontfae  homestead- bilh  from  the  House, 
1793, 1741, 1743 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatie  bill. .  .1858. 
1878,  ig«6, 1907, 1964, 1978 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  mttV. .  .801,  814,  817 
remarks  on  ths  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

3039,3090 

remarks'on  the' bill' to- repeal  the  Minnesota 

land  bill ....'.-.;. .... .3172,  3173,  3174,  3178 

imnarks  on  the  marl- steamer  biH. ........  .2901 

Gibson  i  George  W. .  biH  for  -the  relief  of. . .  .335, 

1040,1630,1701 

Gideon,  Joseph',  bill  for  the  relief  of 67, 186 

Gideon;  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  117,  965,  293 
OiBette,  Francis,  a-  -Senator  IWim  Connecticut, 
1320,1380,1558,1615 
remarka  oa  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut  relating  to  the  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  bill;  and-Htm.  Isaac  Toucey..  ,1616 
Glamorgan,  bin  to  chari^  the  name  of  the  Ameri- 
can-built brig,  to  that  of  Wizard .9078, 

2991.  9174. 9909, 9916 
Glenn,  Thomas  K.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1716. 
1760,  1787,  1811, 1839 
CHenwood  Cemetery — see  Wuhaiglon  Cemetery. 
Goggin,  James  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  835,  1930 
Gonaer,John,jr.iand  John  Doff,  bill  for  the  relief 

of..  ...>.. ......  i .::. 99,  106,  1930 

Qordt>ir,<31nnrlea',-rsaolation'for  the  relief  of,  3014, 

''    9039 

Gove', "William,  act  for  the  relief  of..  .1996,  2039 
Graduatioi^  of  the  public  lands — see  PvbHe  Lund*. 

Graham.  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1984 

Graham,  Jaine«  8.,  and  Walter  H.  Finnall,  bill 
for  the^«^^ef  of. ......  i .. .  .1912, 1998,  1984 

(jhampus;  Mil  for  the  relief  of  the  Widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
UnitedStatM  schooner,  who  were  lost  in  that 

vessel  in  March,  1843 159,941,1930 

Grants,  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Arkansas  to 
donate  -a  certain-  part  of  her  swamp  lands  to 
aid  in- the  construction  of  FUlroaos  in  said 

Slate: .w ;...... 1658 

bUI  donating' a- portion- of  ths  pablio  lands,  in 
alternate  sections,' to  aid  in  tks  oonstruetion 
'-  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  tKe  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  railT«ad','in'the  Slate  of  Indiana, 
b^  the  way  of-die-Mh-of  the  Ohio  and  Evans- 
Tills,  to  the -Mississippi  river,  st  or  near 

Cairo 1590, 1716 

tHllmahipg-aprant-of  landio  the  State  b?  Iowa, 
in  ekemate  sections;  to  aid  in  the  oonstruetion 

of  certain  railroads  in  said  State 1806 

bill  gruling  the  right  of  way  to  the  Marysvills 
and'Benioia'RailroadOoinpanjr  through  and 
over  the- 'grounds  of  the  United  States  at 

Benioia,  in- Califoniiaj . . ,  k 1806, 

2078.2091,2218.2219 
bin  granting  the  right  of  way  ncross  Rock  Isl- 
and, in  Illinois,  to   the   Chicago   and   Rock 

Island  Railroad  Company 1929,1987 

Grants,  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Iowa  certain  , 
alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  for  the 

construction  of  railroads  therein. 1 

•  bill  making  a  donation  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  Slate  of  California  forthepurpose  of  con- 
structing a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from 
the  city  of  San  Francisco  to  the  Colorado 
river,  or  Boutheastern  boundary  of  said  State, 
with  a  branch  passing  through  the  valley  of 
the  Sacramento  river  to  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween said  State  and  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon  1/  5, 38 

remarks  by  Mr.  Gwin .....98 
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Qrwata—ContiAuU. 
bill  making  dooatioiu  of  Uad  to  th*  Stat*  «f 
Miaaimippi  to  aid  in  th*  eonatruction  of  the 
'  Sputharn  railroad,  the  New  Orl«ana,J«cksoD, 
aoA  Abccdaen  railroad,  end  the  Central  rail- 
road.....»...»..•.  ~ i......^ 

hill  to  grant  to  iJm  Stat*  of  Arkaoaaa  tlw  right 

of  way,  and  alternata  a«e(iona  of  the  public 

landa  to  aid  ip  the  eonatruction  of  a  railroad 

froinap«intoatH*  'MiaaiMippii'ia  the  region 

,,   ofGhunea*BLaiidine,Tia  Camden,  to  the  Tezaa 

boundary,  near  Fulton,  in  Arkaoaaa 5, 

67,274,486 
'.  bUl  t*  gfraM  to  the  Statea  of  Arkanaaa,  Louiai- 
ana,  and  tiiaaouri  tha  right  of  way  and  al- 
t«n>«lc  aactiona  of  the  public  landa,  to  aid  in 
th*  oonatraction  of  a  railroad  from  Shreve- 
port,  in  Louiaiana,  via  Waahiogton,  Fort 
Smith,  and  Van  Buraa,  in  Aricanaaa,  and  by 
Springfield  and  Independence,  to  St.  Joaeph  'e, 
in  Miaeouri.  J . .  ..l . . . . .1 . . .. . . .14, 68. 517 

bill  naatiog  to  the  Slate  of  Louieiana  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  p|ibUc  landa,  for 
tlt«  purpoae  of  locating  and  conatructing  a 
raitraad  froiikiShr*T*MTt  to  the  Mieaiiaippi 
riv«r,  in  aaidStat*.  .14, 38,  ^4, 407, 474, 486 
'  Ninarlwbv — 

Mr.Badgwr. .409 

Mr.  Bayard. « 408,  409,  474 

Mr.  Benjamin.. .J .° 486 

Mri  brown ~ t 409 

Mr.  Clayton 409 

M  r.  Dodga,  of  Iowa. . . . .  ~ . . . .  .408,  409 

Mr/Owin........ .....408 

Mr.  Jo  Won 409.410 

Mr.  Jon«B,.of  Te'nneaaee 406 

Mr.  Ruik 486 

Mr.  Sfward 408,  409,  410 

Mr.Slidell 409 

bill  gquiting  to  the  State  of  Louiaiana  the  rigitt 

of  way  and  •  doqatioia  of  public  landa,  for 

til*  purpoa*  of  locating  and  conatructing  a 

railroad  from  Algiera,  on  th*  Miaaiaaippi 

i-      river,  to  th*  S«bi«*  river,  ib  aaid  State . .  .14, 

.  98,274,3J» 

■  nmarkabv — 

Mr.  Bntlcr. .357 

Mv.  D^W^^.t.'f  *.*.*.*.*t  *.*.*.*.*t*.f  tfft'." ■356 
Mr.  iiaoMtn... .•M........f.n* .,...3^7 

Mr.  Ruak 356 

,  'Mir.  Slidell*. •«•...■...*••• ...  t •  356.  357i 
'  bin  mating  to  th*  StaU  of  Miehieaa  the'  right 
01  .W^y  and  a  portion  of  the  public  land*,  to 
■id  in  the  conatriMlion.  of  tha  Oakland  and 
Ot^wa  ndlrp^d,  from  Pontiac  to  I.ak*  Michi- 
gan, with  braacbaairom  Corunnaiind  Grai>d 
Bapida  to  tlie  Strait*  of  Mackinaw,  and  a 
eontinuou*  brascbfrom  thcneato  Montreal 
river,  in  aaid  8t<ita. . ..67, 117«  374,  357,  376 
,  rMnarkgaby — 

Mr.  Adam* 363 

Mr.  Bulger ^ 362 

fi    . .  M^^  wy*w  •.  ^  1 1«...< « <  i...  1 1*...*..  •■♦. .  ...365 

.Mr,  Beiiiytmin ».......,„^.,..  J69 

Mr..Brown ...«,...»... 460, 361 

Mr.BuUar... 458,360,361 

,     Mr.  Ckytoa... ..;... ,...359 

Mr.  OMnaoa... ......... ,,.363,364, 376 

Mr.  Podg*,  of  Iowa. ,357, 

35^.361i  362, 364. 365 

Mr.  Hamlin.... .;., 461,365 

Mr.  Johnfon  ...t..^.. 361, 364, 365 

Mr-  Jon**,  of  Iowa..'. .......  ^ ...... 358 

Mr.JoQ**t«fT*nn«***e 376 

Mr.  Ruak 358 

Mr.  Slidell i ....364,365 

Mr.  Stuart.,,, ..<i..<,' ........376 

Mr.  Waikar... : 361 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Loui«ia«a  tb*  right 

pf  way  and  a  d«nation  pf  public  land ,  for  the 

p.«rpowo((9P*tnic4isg)a  railroad  from  New 

,      Orlea»*:te  tb*  Stat*  un*  of  Misai*aippi,  in 

the  direction'of  Jackaon'.- 14, 38, 274 

.  bill.  tQ  gr^nt  to  the  Stat*  of  Ohio  tha  unsold  and 
unapprspriatad  public  land*  remaining  in  that 

Stat* , ..28.430 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  totheStaUof  Ipwa, 

inaitcmAtaaectiona,  to  aid  in  tlwconBiiuetion 

of  certain  railroada  in  aaid  Stat*,  274,  ,486, 1848 

',  bill  granting  ttM.right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 

the-piiMiiis  )an4«.  (a  th*  StaUs  of  Louiaiana 

.    and  Jtliaeiavippitaod  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the 

.    ^■Btru.etip«  pf,  MttMa  mlrpad*.  therein.  .44, 

tn,m,m 


INDBX  TO 


Ghtwita — ConlMued. 
bill  making  a  grant  of  public  land*  to  tb*  acr- 
eral  Statea  and  Tarritorie*  of  the  Union  for 
the  benefit  of  indigent  ineane  peraona,  67,  73, 
331, 389,  455,  486,  494,  507, 
517,  556, 570, 955,  985, 1187 
r*mark*  by- 
Mr.  Adams.'.  .38d,  4d4,  495,  556,  570,  571 

Mr.  Badger 509,518,571 

Mr.  Bayai^... . . . ;.'. 556, 660, 561 

Mr.  Brown... SOd,  5';17,  518,  519,  560,  571 

Mr.  Buifer... .619 

Mr.  t)awaon  . . . ..... .  .486, 487,  494,  495 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 487,  571 

Mr.Doiiglo* 419 

Mr.  Foot : 389, 

455,  487,  494, 495,  519,  556, 571,  573 

.     Mr.  -Owin 487,  494,  495,  500 

Mr.  Hamlin 495 

Mr.  Hunter...... .4^5, 506,  509,  518, 519 

Mr.  JotinBon .................467 

Mr.  Jonts,  of  Iowa 519 

Mr.  Maeon 495,607,508,509 

Mr.  Pettit 389,  494 

Mr.  StuarL. 495,  508, 571 

Mr.  Walker....... 607 

Mr.  Welter. 487,494 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  a  portion  of 
th*  pttUie  lands  to  theStat*  of  Florida,  to  aid 
in  tne  construction  of  a  railroad  aeroaa  th* 

peninsula  of  that  Stale 73,  81,  336 

bin  making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  eon- 
atruction of  railroads  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia, from  San  Francisco  to  San  Jo*<,  Beoicia 
to  MarysTille,  Sacramento  City,  via  Auburn, 
to  Nevada  City  tod  Stockton,  to  Sonora.  .81, 
104,  312,  486 
bill  granting  to  the  States  of  Miaaouri,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  and  Ohio,  the  rwhtof  way  for,  and 
•  portion  of  the  public  load*  to  aid  in,  the 
eonslruction  of  a  railroad  from  GLansaa,  via 
Jefferson  City,  St.  Louis,  and  Vinceones,  to 
Cincinnati,  with  a  branch  from  'Vincennes  to 

Louisville,  Kentucky 49 

bill  granting  to  the  new  State*  an  additional  sec- 
tion of  land  in  aaeh  tawnahip  for  acbtopl  pur* 

potea. 137 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 

J|rant  of  loud  to  certain  raiiraad  corapaniee, 
or  the  benefit  of  the  Stales  in  which  they  are 
situated...  ^...........L...„....J44, 145 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wiacoaain  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Madison,  in  tht.^j^ts.  pf  Wisconsin,  to  the 
Mioansippi  riverr. .■  .....144, 145,313,  486 

bill  granting  th*  right  of  .yay,  «ad  alternate 
aections  of  certain  piibijc  wnda  to  tha  State  of 
Florida,  to  further  .the  cooaiructian  of  certain 
raiirbadB  therein  specified..  .144,336, 486,  493 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Slate  of  Penn- 
sjlyonitt  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improve- 
m*at,  and  to  eslabli^ti  and  endow  a  normal 
school  for  the  cdusation  of  teachers,  176, 19$ 

r«narks  by- 
Mr.  CooMT '. . , 195, 196 

Mr.  .Wad^,,,... ,.,,,, 196 

bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  con- 
atructing a  railroad  mr  mUiiary,  postal,  and 
^ other  f>urppaM........ ^..184,  37^355 

Dill  grantinga  portion  of  the  puhlio  lands  to  the 

.    Stat*  of  .Wiscppsii) ,  t<>  e^id  .w  tb*  oooatruction 

of  a  railroad  in  p»i  Stat* ' 311 

.  bill  granting  a  portion,  of  the  public  landa  to  the 

7 '    State  «f  Wiaconoio,  to  aid  in  the  conslroction 

of  a  railroad  and  branchw  in  said  Statr,  211, 

..      388,393 

bill  gratntjilg  tp.th.e.Stt^t^  of  Alabama  alternate 
seetieas  m  land  jn  a^d  pf  the  ooastruciion  of 
certain  railroads. in  ih^t  State 376 

bill  granting  a  portipp  of  t)ie  public  land*  to  the 
^tate  of  Til,irip(i{,,t.o  aid  ip  the  construction  of 
the.Mississippi  and  Wabash  raihvad. . .  .376 

biH  gnintinga  portion  of  thcpublic land*  to  aid 
-  in  the  eonatruction;  of  th*  Warsaw  and  Rock- 
ford  rajiroad. 375 

biH  making  a  gr^nt  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, in  alternate  septiona,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
atnictiop'  of  a  rnlnir^d  from  the  Uneof  Georgia, 
on  Ciiatt«koochif  r)ver  tp  the  city  of  Mobile, 
407,442,486 

biH.  g.ranting  ta  the  Slat*  of  Alabama  public 
.lands,  in  ailern.ate  section^,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
■tmetiorT  of  the  Alabama  and  Tennmsee  rail- 
rp^  .frpm  th^mn,  on.  .t)i*  AJabama  rivar,  to 


G  ranta—  Cewfiwied. 

the  Tennessee  river  at  or  n«ar  Ghioter'*  Load- 
ing; and  alao  tha  Msmphia  and  Cborlaston 
railroad  from  Merapbi*,  on  ihe  Miaaisaippi 
rivar,  to  aoma  point  connecting  with  tjna 
Nashville,  Chattanooga,  and  Chariaaton  rail- 
road......  ..407,433,406 

bill  to  authorize  th*  Stats  of  Illinois  to  select 
the  residue  of  the  lands  to  which  aha  i*  en- 
titled under  tha  act  of  2d  March,  1837,  grant* 
ing  land  to.  aid  that  Slat*  in  oftaaing  a  eaaat 
to  connect  th*  w^tem  of  th*  Illinois  rivsr  with 
tha*e  of  Lake  Miohican ..417 

bill,  granting  a  portion  of  the  public  lande  lo  ih* 
Slates  of  Indiana,  IlUnois,  and  Iowa,  to  aid 
in  the  eonatruction  of  a  railroad  in  aaiA 
Statae 483 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Statea  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  to  aid  in  tb*  eonstruetion  of  a 
certain  railroad  in  aaid  Statea,  known  a*  tb* 
Indiana  and  Illinoia  Central  railway. . .  .493, 

531,705 

.  bill  gmnting  a  portion  of  the  pablic  lande  to  th* 

State  of  Iowa,  to  aid  ip  to*  cooatraelion  of 

a  railroad  in  that  Slate.'., 569 

bill  granting  to  the  StaU  of  Ahlbama  pabUe 
lands,  in  alternate  seetions,  to  aid  in  Ihe  con- 
struction of  a  oeatral  railroad  from  some  point 
on  Ihe  boundary  line  of  Alabama  and  Ten- 
a*****.  to  a  point  on  the  boundary  line  of 
.Ajaban^a  and  Florida 568, 973 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  over,  and  dapM 
gnrands  on,  the  military  reaervs  at  Fort 
Gratiot,  is  th*  Stat*  of  Michigan,  to  thePcwt 
Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Compa- 

^  ay 409, 9077,  a0W.,W78 

bill  allowing  ezehaiigea  of,  and  granting  addi* 
tippal  aehoel  land*  in,  the  State*  iriMh  e*n* 
tein  pnUic  lends 686, 1199, 1591 

bill  to  authoriae  the  adbo«l  «omrai**iaB*w  or 

th*  fractisQol  (awoahip  number  one,  raaga 

number  ten  east,  in  Alabama,,  to  locaM  •■• 

half  ssetion  of  kmd  for  aehoel  p«rpo*«*.v.710, 

74f,  934.  981, 949 

bill. to  aid  io  the.coMlmetionPf  eertaitt  lailraada 
in  th*Sat«ofMi*Boari,by*kJiaaiofapa<»' 
uon  of  tb*  public  land* 863, 1681, 1739 

bill  gnwting  to  th*  Cincinnati  and  Maekiaa« 
Rwlnoad  Company  certain  load  to  aid  in  tha 
censtruptioD  of  aaid  road. 47t 

bill  granting  to  iheBnriington  Uoivsraity ,  in  tk* 
Stat*  of  Iowa,  a  certain  lot  or  parcel  of  land 
in  th*  city  «f  Boriington 930 

bill  to  grant  other,  landa. in  lien  of  certain  aix- 
teentfa  •aetioni  in;  th*  State-  of  Miaeisaippi, 

,  heratofers.dispoesd  of,  for  ether  than  sehool 
purposes .955,  985 

bill  granting  the  right  ef  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  In*  Stat*  of  Alabama,  to  aid 
in  th*  conatnietioo  of  a  railroad  from<3imrd. 
Alabama,  to  th*  city  of  Mobil* 913 

bill  giMtine  to  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Miaaia- 
aippi,  and  Alahawa,  th*  right  ef  way  and  a 
donation  of  the  publie.laada,  in  aid  of  the  con* 
MtruetioB  of  a  raHroad  from  New  Orltona.'t*. 
Mobil 1335, 1739 

biU  making  a  gram  of  tend  warrants  to  the  Stale 
of  Ma*«aehu**tla,  lo  aid  in  th*  conatnttlion 
of  a  tunnel  uodet  tha  Hoo*a<  mountain^and 
providing  for  th*eon**yanca  of  mailes  intap*, 
and  muRitiMt*  of  war  through  the  amn*  free 
ef  loll 1461,1479 

bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Mianeaota  m  tha 

eonatruction  of  a  railroad  tbaraim 1468, 

1475,1535,1552,1559,9158 

(Se*  JlfiiMMsfa.)  i 

Green,  Jam**  P.,  bill  for  ih*  nlief  of. ... . 435, 

630,  860,886 
Green ,  William  C.-.Hice  EUict  SMM. 
QtrtM,  General   Nathaniel—***    PHaesa  '•  M. 

AigAtingatt. 
Greese.Thomaa  C,  hill  for  the  relief  of . . .  .1877, 

1984,3904,3206 
Grey,  McMurdo  &  Co. ,  bttl  fdv  tharelief  of.  .88», 

888,474,790 
Grey,  Captain ,  and  others,  advarae  lapmt  am  tha 

petition  ef ...024 

Otey  towo-~«sa  £aa  Jhtak. 
Grignon,  Robert,  bill  for  ths  triief  of,  1849, 1930 
Guano  trade,   reeolution*  of  the  Legialatture  of 
Maryland  on  th*  subject  of  the.  ......  436 

report  and  reeolutieos  of  th*  Coosmitiea  on 
AgcieukuM,  cebning  to  the ...1144 
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■  meraorial  of  citizeni  of  tht  SUU  of  Dalaware, 

in  rtlation  to  the 1194 

Oaanison,  Captain,  bill  nantinf  fiv*  yeara'  half 

pay  to  the  widow  0^.80.  !B2,  940,  484,  487 

Oaatar,  Chailca  Q.,  bill  to  ralinquiah  tht  rcvei^ 

■ionary .  inteitat  of  the  United  Slates,  to  a 

certain  rMtrration  therein  mentioned,  and  to 

confirm  the  title  of,  thereto 211, 

Sii,  43S,  2077,  2092,  3148 
Chmnan,  John,  of  Louisiaoa,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 790,  923,  943 

Owio,  William  M.,  a  Senator  from  California, 
1, 5, 14, 26,  27,  40,  44,  51,  67, 68, 74, 75, 
80,  81.  92,  93,  104,  117.  ISO,  126,  143, 
146,  1S9,  175,  176,  177,  185,  186, 195, 
197, 206, 221,342,243,248, 250, 252, 273, 
S74, 375, 288, 290, 291, 292, 294, 312, 352, 
855, 407, 408, 410, 419, 430, 448^  455, 465, 
466,  486,  580,  596,  409,  610,  625,  638, 
685, 704. 720.773, 774,790, 809, 814,  821, 
835.  871,  899, 924, 972.  969. 1083.  1104. 
1105.  1122. 1144. 1145,  1194,  1195, 1197. 
1200. 1280.  lS99v  1335. 1340, 1347. 1348, 
1380, 1389, 140&,  1412, 1419, 1463,  1471, 
1511, 1525, 15M,  1594, 1601,  1605, 1700, 
1739, 1760, 1768. 1788. 1791.  1806. 1830. 
,  1844, 1877, 1885. 1B86, 1938,  1984, 1999, 
S022,  2040, 2077, 2078,  2092, 2144,  2145, 
8174,2179,2180,3196 

Ntolutionabv 51. 

159,  275.  625.  922. 1324. 1380, 1984.  2093 
remarke  on  the  bill  for  constructing  a  niilroad 

and  telegtaph  line  to  California 28 

remarka  on  tbe  homestead  bill ...33 

ramarka  im  the  oomaitmant  of  propositions 
...     oonoeming a  railroad  to  the  Paoifio,  118, 119 
T  iMnarks  on  the  reaolutionin  regard  to  acknowl- 
edgments 10  the  rescuers  of  the  paaaeDgers 
from  the  wreck  of  the  steamship  San  Fran- 

eiaco... 174.175 

'  Muarks  on  the  bill  to  diride  the  St<i(e  of  .Ohio 

into  two  judi«ial diatrieta ......,r.]i97 

MMsurks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  efficiency 
of  the  AimT,  hy  retiring  disabled  oftcers, 

993. 394 
nmferin  on  the  claims  for  suppHea  Aimished  to 

'      Fr&Dont's  battalion,  in  1846 637, 638 

nmarks  on  referring  the  reports  of  William-^ 
son's  sarrsye  of  a  railroad  nmt*  to  the  Pa- 

VciSo 686 

'   tenailGB  on  the  joint  resolution  rtlatiTe  to  ttUt 
for  clothing,  provisions,  and  sia^U-storcs  for 

the  use  of  the  Navy. .694, 704,  705 

:  Nmsdcs.on  propositions  to  go  into  Exawtive 

ssssion 753, 1810. 1086 

Mmarks  oit  ths  joint  resolution  -  manifesting  the 

sense  of  Congress  towards  thiS.  rescuers  of 

the  passengers  on  board  the  steamahip  San 

Francisco.  .465,  487, 973, 974,  975,  976,  977 

'MmBrks.on.tha  Nebfaska  and  Khmss  bill,  353^ 

354 
rsmarks  on  ths  bill  g^«ntblg  lands  fbr  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  iasans.  487,  494, 495, 508 
Mowito  on  naTaTapproBristiea  bill,  3148, 9149, 
3150,  S161,  3192,  §153,  9154,  3155, 2156. 
2157. 9158. 9159. 2168, 91«8,  3170.  9179 
rsmarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  9181, 
8185,9186.2188 
.  (taarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1856, 1906> 
. .  1907.  1908. 1931. 1935. 1936. 1941, 1942, 
1943, 1966, 1967, 1969.1970, 1972, 1973. 
1974. 1975, 1976. 1978, 1980, 1982.  9176 
remarks  on  the  hill  fer  ths  relief  of  David  My- 

erte - .....1133. 

1134.  U47,  U48, 1160, 1494. 1577. 1579 
rsmarks  on  the  subjsctef  the  poblieation  of  the 
'Senate. debates.. and  compensation  therefor. 
1157, 1168, 1159, 1205,  1206, 1930. 1921 
.   rsmarks  an  the  propoeition  to  print  an  addi- 
tional naniber  of  copies  of  ths  PsUnt  Office 

report.... ^331 

.  rsmiarke  ralating  to  the  bill  anthoriaiag  targe 

goldeoinuNt 1332,1417, 1418 

MQiulu  en  Boose  bill  to  change  the  day  for  the 
annual  assembling  of  Congress. . .  1^8,  iSBS 

■  mn«rkaioa.th*IInitsdStataaitaailatsaaterbill, 

.    .   .  2198 

'  Mmsrks  on- the  reference  of  the  Maaaiehusetts 

'  'petitioa  ibr  the  rcpsal.  of  the  fagilive  slave 

lav. ^^^j. , < ,1552 

tamatka  on  the  biU  to  eaoiblish  a  line  of  mail 

•teamshipa  bstvasn  Califltniia  and  China, 

.  :UM»  16«7,  U68.  1569,  1S70,  1571,  1601 


Owin,  WUUsn  M.,  of  California— CoiKtiMMd. 
remarks  on  the  bJH  granting  lands  for  tiie  benefit 
of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent  1068, 

1083, 1085, 1086, 1088, 1089, 1123, 1340, 1348 

remarka  on  the  bill  aulhori:i^ing. the  construction 

of  a  subterranean  line  of  telegraph  from  the 

Mississippi  o;;  Missouri  rivers  to  the  Pacific 

ocean 1593,  1659,  1640 

remvks    00    thct   homestead    bill,   from    the 

House 554,  711,  1125,  1226, 1937, 

1889,  1661,  1733.  1739.  1770.  1771,  1775, 

1791,.  1793,   1811,   1813,  1813,  1832,  1844 

remarks  relating  to  the  Lower  California  expe* 

dition  against  Mexico., . .  .207,  208, 309, 310 

Mmarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . , .766, 

774,  785,  786,  799,  810,  814,  815, 
817,  818,  819,  830, 1395, 1326, 1341 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
rescuers  o.f  the  sufferers  .or  board  the  steam- 
ship San  Fraoeiaco 465, 

487,  973,  974, 975,  976,  977 
.  remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. .1038, 
1029,  1043,  1044,  1048.  1049, 
lOSO,  1051, 1147.  1386.  1387 
remarks  on  ths,  for  the.  conKnicition  of  a  rail- 
road firom  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 

Pacific  ocean 876,1089.  1106,  1134 

remarks  relative  to  adjournment  sine  die.  .1335, 

1336,  1338,  1339,  1390, 1391.  1579,  1631 

Qwia,  Fraocia  M.,  of  Indiana,  a  joint  resolution 

giving  o.ne  .hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 

to ,. 1999.9014 

H. 

Hall,  Lott,  biH  forrslief  of  tfaahainof,  1511, 1584 
Hailowall---see  Jaaut  Rote. 
Habrtead.  Henry  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .335, 

1511,9146.9158 
Hamilton,  A.  Boyd,  a  joint  rwsliitiea  fat  settling 

ths  accounts  of.. .551,  5S5, 970.  790 

Hamilton,  John,  bill  far  tha  relief  of 335, 

464,664,1104 
HamilidOi  Mary  C,  the  widow  of  the  lata  Cap-' 

tain  Hamilton,  bill  for  tha  raUaf  of. 144, 

919,  484, 487 

HamnoBd,  Boajamin.of  theStMaof  New  York, 

bill  (01  the  relief  of. . .  .385, 1511, 9147, 9158 

Hamlin^  Hannibal,  a  Senator  from  the  Suae  of 

87,  98,  39,  44,  50^  51.  .66,  67,  73,  74,  75,  81. 
.99, 100. 1Q4.X1I..136,127,143, 14«,  148, 159, 
176, 184,  186,  Un,  19S,  800.  911,821,  337. 
.  .  23».  240.  241,  243,  264,  273.  375. 303. 312. 
819,  335,  336,  337..  352,  376.  377.  391. 395. 
406.  407.  416,  419,  490,  439.  447,  463,  464, 
465,  466,  473,  482,  483.  485,  493. 506,  507, 
531,  551,  555,  580,  600,  QD8,  609,  624,  625, 
C38,  704,  773,  774.  790,  835,  896,  867,  896, 
897, 922,  939.,  MS.  959.  973,  984.  990,  999, 
1020,  1091,  1359,  138Q,  1321,  1845,  1348, 
1359,  1380,  1989,  1419,  1419i,  1437,  1438, 
1440.  1461.  14751.  1476.  1525,  1638,  1600, 
1601,  1604,  1609,  1631,  1683,  lirOO.  1716. 
1738.  1739. 1766,  1805, 1806 

rsaolutians  by... ..........176,939,1389 

remarks  ia  regard  to  approprialiana  for  river 

and  harbor  tmprovMnenta. ., .9^49 

.  rsBsarka  on  the  joint  reaohttion  for  settling  the 
aeoouats  of  A.  Boyd  HamiUda .5(70 

ramarks  tm  ths.biU  to .  enable  .the.  United  Slatee 
ie  nsa  the  aolar  eompaas  ia  ths  public  wir- 
vaya «...581 

ramsirka  on  ths  joint  resolution  authorizing  ths 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Light-House 
Board  to  determine  upon  the  site,  plan,  and 
mode  ot  constructing  the  Ugbt-heuae  on  Co- 
basset  Rocks,. and  fov.Dtl>er  purposes,  .r.630 
.  remarka  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
orsasa  the  efficiency. m.  the  United  Statee 
Army,  andfor  other  parpoaes. rr. ..... .706 

Mmarka  touching  a  pcopoaition  to  go  iato  Ex- 
sMtivassanMs./...  >.,,... 754 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolttuon  manifesting-tbe 
Bense«r  Coagrsaa  towantBthe  rsseners  of  ths 
passengers  on.boardtheateaaMhip'Ska  Fran- 

CUMO  ••••••••aaaee  ••••■•••  e*****  etl  I  Of  «f  TO 

.  leauucks  oa  .ths  bilt  to  authorice  tha  purchASs 
of  the  porlMila  af  As  first  five  Presideau  of 
th*  Usited  Staus 990 

.  nmarks  on  ih«ibillgr*atiiig  public  lands  far  the 

bsnitft  of  ue  faidigcat  insane. . .  1 495 

rsmarks  an  ths  bill  for  ths  rslisf  of  Thomaa 


JPrazer...... . 
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Hamlin.  Hannibal,  of  Maine— Ceafiwmd. 

rsmarks  on  the  House  bill  to  oigani»  the  Ter- 
riiorics  of  Nebroakaand  Kanaas 130t 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  an  additional 
number  of  aopiea  of  the  Patent  Office  re- 
port....  1328,1329,1331 

remarka  explanatory  of  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing.  .13^ 

remarke.on  the  bill  granting  land  to  tha  State  of 
Michigan  for  tiie  construction  of  the  Oakland 
aitd  Ottawa  railroad;... .361,365 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  Stats 
of  Louiaiami  for  the  construction  of  a  rail* 
road  from  Algiers,  on  the  Mississippi  rivsr. 
to  the  Sabine,^. ^ 357 

remarks  on  the  French  spoliation  bilC 390 

rsmarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
rescuers  of  the  sufiferers  on  boaid  t^e  eteam> 
ship  San  Francisco. .975, 976 

remarks  on  reporting  a  bill  amsndatory  of  the 
atearaboat  la  v.. ............. ......  .1461 

remarke  pn  the  bill  to  establish  a  steam  mnil 
line  between- CaUieraia  and  China. .. . .  .1568 

ramarks  on  the  bill  for  the  more  effeotual  eup- 
preeeion  of  the  African  slave  trade  in  Amer- 
ican-built veesels  ..••.•^ <•  -1591 

remarke  on  itie  propoeition  to  print  a  Compen- 
dium of  Ute  Seventh  (>nsus .1700 

remarks  on  ths  bill  aulborizing  the  construction 
of  a  eubterranean  line  of  telegraph  from  tha 
Miasieaippi  or  Miasouri  rivers  to  the  Pacific 

ocean, M593, 

1601, 1602, 1603, 1618, 1659, 1660, 1681 

remarks  on  thphomesiead  bill,  from  thaJHooee, 

IWB,  1832 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  lull. .  1^,'>.S, 
1859,  1880,  1883,  1908, 1909,  1910, 
1911,  1930,  1933,  1934,  2188,  2191 

rsmarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. ,  .999 

r^arks  relative  to  adjournment rine  die...  1339 

ram^tfks  on  the  deficiency  bill 747,  750, 

769,  770,  779,  780,  782,  783,  784,  787, 
792,  793,  794,  795,  796,  797,  799,  812 

goQsbll,  Michael,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1335 
aihoiaaiid  rivers,  an  act  making  appropriaiion 
.     for  the   improvement   of  certain,  approved 

August  30, 1859,^...*, J7 

Harbor  and  river  improvements,  call  in  regard  to, 

144,145 

Harbor  and  river  improvements,  remarks  as  to 

what  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 

mfrca  vHi  be  in  regard  to  appropriationa  for, 

248 
hill  making  appropriation  for  the  improvement 

of......... 490 

(See  .^Bsendtc  for  discussion  on.) 
Harris,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot..... .506, 

865,1106,1930 
Hamer,  dlustaVua  ^„  leave  to    withdraw  the 

papers  of.. 455 

Harris.  (jleorgfrW.,  6)11  for  the  relief  of. ..  .1590 
Hart,  Albert,  bill  ioueasing  pension  of,  184,  327 
Hawkins,  WiUisn.  bill.for  Um  relief  of. . .  .1919, 
^     I         ;  .   ,,    :  1928,2014 

Hoy,  Danitlipafiers  oh  withdrawn 517 

He^iid ,  Benedict  J.,  ItiTf  for  the  relief  of. . .  .389, 

862, 1104, 1626 
Hempstead,  Samuel  A.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .195,  328 
Henderson,  William  H.,  and  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Henderson — see  Private  Land  Clainis, 

Hemdon's  report,  printing  of,  &c 419 

Hernandez,  Manuel,  bill  for  relief  of. ..  .773,  870 
Hicks,  John  H.,  of  Indiana,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

1912,1938,2038 

Hodges  &  Lonsdale,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  of 

the  legal  representatives  of  Rinaldo  Johnson 

and  Ann  E.  Johnson,  deceased 264,  440, 

593,  677,  728,  814 
Hoffman,  Henry,   bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

j:epreMntativea  of 1511,  1524 

Hebf an,  J^  d.VhilVfor thereliefor. 1984 

llpliher,  ^ancy  P.,  of  .Virgiaia,  biU  for  the  relief 

-'    of......^....«. -.. ..1700 

Homsstsad .  bill,  to  sncourage  agricultuw.  com- 
;     ^areek.manufa.ctures.and  other  braoohes  of 

jn^us^t  l>y,  (i^"l'i>&  H>«2*'''y  ^*t^  "^  ■  '*'■* 
ily ,  being  a  citiEen'ofuiir  unit^  8tatee,or  hav. 
.  ing  declared  his  inteittioa  to  become  a  citizen, 
«  bomeetepji;  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
.  of  pilblicland.  oii'cpndition  of  ooonpancy  and 
.  cultivation  for  the  period  therein  epeeified.  .5 

Homestead  bill,  (G^wia) ■ 14.  33 

a  bill  to  peipetaate  oreiroption  to  actual  aettlers 
«n  the  pnolie  huwa 474 
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^  Mr.  Atchison. . . ;.  .1703, 1704,  1733, 1770 
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Mr.  Bell 1136, 1775. 18S3 

Mr.  Benjamin n709. 

1731.  1745. 1746, 1747. 1748.  1791. 1833 
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field  Railroad  Company 1465 

(See  Ormtt.) 
Hoople,  BIcnor,  of  die  Province  of  Canada,  act 
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Humphrey,  Sylvester,  and  the  heirs  of  Alex- 
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remarka  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B. 
Stockton .960.361.369 

remarka  on  the  biH  to  enable  tha  Unitad  Statea 
to-uae  Burt 'a  solar  ooaipaaa...... .496 

Remarka  on  the  bill  to  promote  the  eAcieoey  of 
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remarks  on  the  joint  rssolatioa  mambstinK  the 
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Indians,  remarks  by — Continutd. 

Mr.  Benjamin 1026,  1090 

Mr.  Bright 998,  999,  1025,  1026,  1090 

Mr.  Brodhead 996,  1013 

Mr.  Brown 1025,  1147, 

1264,  1285,  1286,  1287,  1388,  1325 

Mr.  Cass 1262,  1264,  1284 

Mr.  Chase 999, 

1004,  1005,  1007,  1009,  1010,  1012,  1090 
Mr.  Cooper... 995,  998,  1(K)8,  1012,  1013, 

1025,  1026,  1044,  1047,  1048,  10.50,  1051 

Mr.  Dawson  ...' 995,997,998, 

1045,  1047,  1090,  1091,  1139,  1263,  12H6 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 979,  1050 

Mr.  Douglas 991,  992,  993,  994,  995 

Mr.  Fish 1011,  1013 

Mr.  Filzpatrick,1007,I265,t266, 1282, 1283 

Mr.  Gwin 1028,  1029,  1043,  1044, 

1048,  1049,  1050,  1051,  1147,  1286,  1287 

Mr.  Hamlin 999 

Mr.  Hunter 977,  978,  979,  991,  993, 
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1039,  1030,  1041, 1042,  1044,  1049,  1050, 
1059,1089,  1090,1091,11,35,11.37,  1139, 
1140, 1141, 1147, 1261,  1262, 1263,  1265, 
12a5,  1286,  1287,'  1288,  1325,  1898,  1983 
Mr.  Johnson,  1027,  1147,  1266,  1282,  1283 

Mr.  Pearce 978,  1982,  1983 

Mr.  Pettit 998,  1011,  1046,  1047,  1266 

Mr.  Pratt 978, 

979,  1010,  1011,  1045,  1047,  1049,  10,50 

Mr.  Rusk. ...996,  1010,  1011,  1012,  1025, 

1020,  1042,  1044,  1049,  1147,  1285,  1325 

Mr.  Sebaetian 979,990, 

992.  994,  995,  996,  997,  998,  999.  1004, 

1005,  1006,  1011, 1012, 1026,  1027, 1028, 
1041, 1042, 1044,  1045, 1046,  1047,  1048, 
1049, 1051,  1090, 11.39,  1141, 1261, 1262, 
1263,  1264,  1266,  1285,  1286,  1287,  1325 

I^K      Mr.  Seward 1027,  1043,  1045,  1046 

^H      Mr.  Stuart 990,  991,992, 

^K  994,995,  1006,  1011,  1012,  1044,  1047, 
^^       1048,  1059,  1090,  1286,  1287,  1288,  1983 

^K      Mr.  Shdell '....1013 

^K      Mr.  Toombs 1006,  1007,  1008, 

^H       1009,  1011,  1090,  1284,  1285,  1286,  1287 

^H      Mr.  Toucey 993,994,  1012 

^H.     Mr.  Walker 991 ,  992,  993,  995, 

^^^^  1004,  1008, 1025,  1038,  1030,  1042, 
^^^K  1045,  1047, 1048,  10.50,  1059,  1089, 
^^^V'  1090,  1139,  1140, 1141, 1147,  1262, 
^■^^       1263,  1266,  1282,  1286,  1288,  1325 

^B  Mr.  Weller 995,  1027, 

^^  1028,  1030,  1041, 1044,  1045, 1046, 

1047,  1048,  1050,  1147,  1286, 1288 

Indian  Afiairs,  the  Committee  on 27 

resolutions  of  instruction  to '. .  ..68,  336 

resolutions  submitted  by 493 

discharged  from  subjects 144, 455,  474, 

922,1041,1256,1280.1335,1456,1511 

^^       bills  reported  from 144 

■K  184,  185,  455,  624,  9.55,  1335,  1511,  1636 

^^P     reports  from 274, 

^^  474,  955,  1298,  1335,  1.381,  1456 

adverse  reports  from 927,  1461 

report  of  the  Commissioner  of 28 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  office  of. 1806 

Indians,  Christian .2092 

Chippewa,  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  title  of  the,  to  the  land  owned  and 
^_          claimed  by  them  in  the  Territory  of  Minnc- 
^B          Botaand  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  (heir 
^V         domestication  and  cirilization 1059, 

,     ,  1335,  1403 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Pearce 1403,  1404 

Mr.  Sebastian i, 1403,  1404 

Mr.  Weller 1404 

join«>resolution  declaring  the  Seneca,  entitled  to 
pension  and  bounty  land  in  certain  cises,  2219 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  the  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  belonging  to  the  half  breeds  or 
mixed  bloods  of  theDacotah  or  Sioux  nation 

of,  and  for  other  purposes 1437, 

1440, 1456,  1659,  1739 

war,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to 

settle  and  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  Rojue 

River 1437,  1440,  1456,  1472, 1621,  1701 

bill  to  refund  to  the  Territory  of  Utah  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  said  Territory  in  Riipprefs- 
ing  hostilities. .  .1437, 1440,  1472,  1631,  1701 
Indian  territories — see  Territoi-ies. 
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Indianapolis,  bill  to  provide  a  site,  and  for  the 
eonstruction  of  a  suitable  building,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  district  and  circuit 
courts,  and  a  post  office  of  the  United  States 

at,  in  the  State  of  Indiana 117 

Indiana,  bill  to  indemnify  the  State  of,  for  the 
failure  of  title  to  a  township  of  land  granted 
to  said  State  on  her  admission  into  the  Union 

in  1816 5,  442,  454,  474 

bill  to  providefor  the  surrender  of  certain  bonds 
of  the  State  of,  held  by  the  United  States,  28 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 103 

(See  Bonds;  Courts;  Grants;  Reservations;  Ports 

of  Delivery.) 
bill  to  ascertain  and  adjust  the  titles  to  certain 

lands  in  the  State  of. 1 194,  1930,  1985 

Ingraham,  Captain  Duncan  N.,  joint  resolution  of 
thanks  of  Congress,  and  the  presentation  of  a 

medal  to 160,  176,1760,2185,2187 

Ingram,  Zadock  C,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .517, 

1511,  1552,  1.580 
Illinois,  bill  to  authorize  the  Stale  of,  to  select  the 
residue  of  the  lands  to  which  she  is  entitled 
under  the  act  of  March  2, 1827,  granting  land 
to  aid  that  Slate  in  opening  a  canal  connecting 
the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with  those  of 
Lake  Michigan,  28,44,248,  2171,2182,  2185 
(See  Judicial  Districts;  Cumberlatut  Road; 
Grants.) 

Iowa,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 28 

(See  Kand  Reservations;  Land  Districts;  Grants.) 
Insane  hospital  in  the  District  of  Columbia. ..406 
Insurance — see  Muliial  Insurance  Company. 

Interior  Department,  calls  upop  the 15, 

127,  406,  420,  465,  835,  990,  1658 

reports  from  the ,. J9, 

97,  144,  184,  247,  .335,  531,  834,  1984 
communications  from  the,  607,  897,  1359,  1436 
cominunicaliona  from  the  Indian  Bureau  of  the, 

991,1760 
Invalid  pensions — see  Pennons. 

.J. 

Jack,  Captain  Matthew,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of.  ..1511,  1.524,  2039,  2212,  2218,  221& 

James,  Charles  T.,  of  Rhode  Island 1,  44, 

50,  80,  92,  99,  104,  117,  126,  335,  431,  434, 
814,  852,  1193,  1456.  1886,  2000,  2038,  2215 

resolutions  by '.^8,  99 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  533 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1855, 

1884,  1885,  1963,  1971 

Jameson,  Baker  A.,  proposition  to  continue  as 

messenger 68 

Jarrero,  Jose  Maria — see  Levy. 

JclTerson,  Thomas,  joint  resolution  providing  for 

the  distribution  of  the  works  of 1738, 

1766,  1811,  1832 

JeRerson,  John  R.,  and  others,  joint  resolution 

authorizing  settlemenia  with,  under  certain 

mail  contracts 95G 

Jeffersonville,    Indiana — see   Ports  of  Entry  atul 

Delivery;   TVscttmbta  BilL 
Jcfiries,  James,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 9.55,  1511,  1.524,  1571,  1580 

Jcmison,  Robert,  end  Benjamin  Williamson,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 580,866 

Jennings,  Thomas  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .922, 

1108,  1930, 1985 
Jennings,  William  K.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 1658 

Jerauld,  Sylvester  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1194, 

1930,  1985 
Johnson,  Robert  W.,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 

Arkansas 1,5, 

14,  27,  39,  40,  43,  51,  66,  67,  92,  117, 126, 
143,  184,  185,  195,  221,  227,239,248,274, 
291,  312,  313,  .335,  .336,  .3,56,  .357,  416,  447, 
450,  464,  486,  493.  517,  580,  607,  609, 
624,  686,  r.93,  834,  8.52,  862,870,  896,  897, 
972,  985,  10.58,  1148,  1187,  1200,  1281, 
1339,  1340,  1347,  1389,  1511,  1621,  1660, 
1738,  1760,  1877,  1929,  1984,  1985,  1986, 
2077,2092,2301,2204 

resolutions  by 107,  117,  237, 

336,  551,  624,  686,  973,  1082,  1133,  1525 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  United 

States  soldiers  who  were  on   board   the  San 

Francisco 249 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  constructing  a  railroad  for  military. 

postal,  and  other  purposes 355 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  organize  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritories  450 


Johnson,  Robert  W.,  of  Arkansas — Conlintteif. 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on 

land  reserved  for  railroad  purposes 465 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 

Mackay 598 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 

G.  Morgan 694 

remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  D.  Mc- 

Manus 922 

■  remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
and  alternate  sections  of  certain  public  lands 
to  the  Stale  of  Florida,  to  further  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  therein  specified, 

486,  1004 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  public  lands  for  the 

benefit  of  the  indigent  insane 487 

remarks  relative  to  the  act  granting,  contin- 
gently, preemption  to  certain  settlers  on  the 

Maieoh  Rouge  grant 10.59 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  a  con- 
tract with  the  proprietors  of  the  Washington 
Sentinel  for  the  publication  of  the  Senate  pro- 
ceedings, and  on  the  proposition  to  take  an 
additional  number  of  copies  of  the  Congres- 
sional Globe  and  Appendix 11.58,  1159, 

1200, 1301, 1202. 1203, 1205, 1206. 1208,1213, 

1213, 1214,  1315, 1216,1  218, 1219, 1220, 1221 

remarks  relative  to  printing  certain  documents 

on  the  penal  codes  of  Europe,  &c 1345 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  purchase  copies  of 

the  index  to  private  claims 2217 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relative  to  removing 

the  raft  of  Red  river 1404,  1405 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  lo  change  the  day 
for  the  annual  assembling  of  Congress..  1533, 

1534 

remarks  on  the  bill  allowing  exchangee  of  and 

granting  additional  school  lands  in  the  several 

States  which  contain  public  lands 1591 

remarks  on  ihe  bill  to  provide  for  a  mail  steam 

line  between  California  and  China 1570 

remarks  on  a  resolution  to  change  the  hour  for 
the  daily  meeting  of  the  Senate...   1604,  1605 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  l>y  the  Presi- 
dent  1281, 1604,  1620 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  Houpp, 

553,  555,  1125,  1126,  1661,  1062 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1881, 19.32, 

1943,  1963,  1964.  1965.  1968, 

1969,  1971,  1973,  1978,  1979 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill..  1027, 

1147,1366,  1282,1283 

remarks  on  adjournment  sine  dit. . .  .1337, 1391 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1325 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  Stale  of 
Michigan  to  construct  the  Oakland  and  Otta- 
wa railroad 354,361,  366 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  Slate  of 
Louisiana  to  build  a  railroad  fromShreveport 

to  the  Missiseippi  river 409,  410 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2084,2088,2090 

remarks  on  thebill  to  repeal  the  Minnesota  land 

bill 2177,  2178 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill..  .21.52 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2180, 
2181,2188,2189 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  pay  the  usual  extra 
compensation  to  the  reporters  of  the  Congres- 
sional Globe 2204,  2205 

Johnson,  Allen  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 184, 

327,  484,  487 

Johnson,  Hezekiah,  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater, 

in  the  State  of  Vermont,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

335,  447,  863,  886 

Johnson,  Israel,  bill  for  the  relief  of 862 

Johnson,  Rinaldn,  and  Ann  E.  Johnson,  bill  for 

the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of. . .  .80 

John    Duttnn,   bill   to  change  the   name  of  the 

American-built  brig 104,  110,  118,  198 

Jones,   James   C,   a  Senator  from    the  Slate  of 

Tennessee 1,  26,  39,  92, 

195,  239,  250,  274,  334,  3.52,  376,  407,  420, 
464,  517,  580,  704, 834,  835, 8.56.  989,  1021 , 
1133,  1436,  1.528,  1.552,  1583,  1621,  1637, 
1658,  1929,  2196,  2203,  2209,  2213,  2220 

resolutions  by 107, 

118,  127,'145,  238.  1133,  2217 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Brookins  Camp- 
bell, late  a  Representative  from  Tennessee,  97 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  United 
States  soldiers  who  were  sulTtrers  on  bonrd 
the  San  Francisco S49 
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fonea,  Jamea  C,  of  Tennegaee — Continutd. 
remarka  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kaasaa  bill,  340, 

342,  421 
(See  alao  .Ippendix. ) 
ft   remarka  on  ihe  subject  of  the  publication  of  the 
Senate  proceedinga,   and   the  compensation 

therefor 1218 

remarka  relaiive  to  printing  certain  documenla 

upon  the  European  penal  codes,  &c. . .  .1345 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachuaetts 

f)etition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
aw 1513,  1514 

■t    (See  Jlppendix. ) 

1^  remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  a  steam  mail 

line  between  California  and  China 1570 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  Ihe  Pres- 
ident  1008, 1070 

remarks  on  the  Utah  military  road  bill. . .  .1621 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  pension  for  Ser- 

geatit  J.  W.  Torrence 1632 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 

1721,  1722,  1723,  1725,  1741.  1742, 

1743,  1744, 1746,  1747,  1844 

'  remarkaoii  the  civil  and  iliplomaiic  bill.  .1858, 

1903,  1904,  1966,  1976,  1981 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 750 

remarlts  on  the  bill  graniint;  land  to  the  Slate  of 
Louisiana,  for  coiislrucling  n  railroad  from 

Shreveport  to  the  iNdississippi  river 408 

remarka  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 

territories  of  the  United  States 1740 

i' remarks  on  the  Post  Offii-.e  n|)prnnriation  bill, 
2085,  2087,  2088,  2089,  2091 
remarks'on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2154, 
21.59,2165,2179 
'  remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2180, 
'                                                              2181, 2183 
remarka  on  the  United  Slates  mail  steamer  ap- 
propriation bill 2218 

Jones,  George  W.,  a  Senator  from  the  Slate  of 

Iowa 1,5,  14, 

19.  66.  73,  97,  117,  12fi,  144,  145,  176,  206, 
221,  222,  240,  241,  274,  303,  334,  .T35,  336, 
352,  3.58,  389,  447,  450,  455,  465,  493,  .551, 
580,624,  753,  773,  846.  867.  870,871,876, 
885,  880,  922,  929,  9.55,  973,  990,  1058. 1122, 
1256, 1334, 1340, 1525, 1.559, 16:i2, 1659, 1681, 
1716, 1717, 1739,1806. 1847, 1849, 1874, 1878, 
2014,2038,2040,2092.2206.2207,  2211,  2213 

resolutions  by 144, 145,  275,  450,  930,  10.58 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  con.slrucling  a  railroad  for  military, 

postal,  and  other  purposes 355 

remarks  on  the  act  making  Dubuque,  in  the 

State  of  Iowa,  a  port  of  delivery 601 

rernarks  on  the  bill  granting  public  lands  for  the 

benefit  of  the  indigent  insane 519 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  supplying  cer- 
tain books  to  new  members 1281 

remarks  relating  to  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory 
of  Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road therein 1552 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  hill 767, 

779,780,781,798,821 

^remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

_  I  2088,2090,2091 

Jones,  Charlea  Lee,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1766, 

1810,  1850,  1930 
Jones,  John  S.,  and  William  H.  Russell,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 1877,  1929,  1984 

Jones,  John   Rice,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

repreaentativesof,  1912, 1928, 1984,2203, 2209 

Jones,  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  surety  for  a  former 

postmaster  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 1912,  1928,  1996,  2212,  2219 

Jones,  Thomas    Ap   Caiesby,  bill  for  the   relief 

of 1984 

Jones, Wm.  Claude,  bill  for  reliefof,  517,852, 1903 
Jones,  Mary  A.  M.,  papers  of,  withdrawn..  .486 
Jordan,  Thomas,  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of,  assist- 
ant quartermaster  in  the  United  States  Army, 
1996.  2014,  2203,  2208 

Joyner,  Robert, bill  for  the  reliefof 809,  870 

Judges,  bill  to  authorize  the   appointment  of  a 

United  States  district  judge  for  the  southern 

district  of  California,  and  for  other  purpo.se8, 1 

bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  district 

judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 

Massachusetts 40,50 

bill  increasing  the  compensation  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  district  of 
Rhode  Island 99 


Judicial  officers — att  Executinr  and  Jvdicial  Offleen. 

Judicial  district,  bill  to  amend   the  act  to  divide 

the,  of  Arkansas,  into  two  judicial  districts, 

and  for  other  purposes .40, 

81,  144,  175,473,580,720 

bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Ohio  into  two. . .  .67. 

73,  105,  176,  184,  197 

bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Illinois  into  two.. 104 

bill  to  divide  the  State   of  Arkansas  into  two, 

approved  March  3,  1851 185 

Judicial  system  of  the  United  .States,  call  concern- 
ing a  report  on  the 5, 14,  517 

bill  to  modify  and  amend  the 924,  1210 

bill  10  amend  the,  by  providing  for  the  organ- 
ization of  an  additional  circuit 1,389, 

1419,  1899 

Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the 27,  158 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 44, 

68,  75,  81,  198,  288,  313,  336,  420, 22U3 

reports  from 176, 

195,  274,  630,  677,  897,  1058,  1996,  2078 

bills  reported  from 195, 

274,  .303.  416,  924,  1525,  1590,  1700,  1929 

discharged  from  the  consideration  of  subjects, 

200,  378,  569,  1058,  1.549,  1806 

adverse  reports  from. i 965, 1321 

K. 
Kansas,  Territory  of — see  Sunryar  General. 
Kale  Boyd,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 

owners  of  the  brig 51,  74 

Kearsley,  Jonathan,  lalereceiverof  public  moneys 
at  Detroit,  end  John  Biddle,  late  register  of  the 
land  office  at  that  place,  bill  to  provide  for  the 

final  settlement  of  .th^ accounts  of. 221 

Kelleit,  Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 200 

Kelly,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1144, 

1197,  1930 
Kendall,  Amos  anil  John  E.,  the  claim  of. . .  .200 
Kendall,  Amoaanfl  John  E  ,  bill  for  the  reliefof, 
624,868,  1106,  1627 
Kennedy,  Joshua,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of. .  100,  106,  1848,  1898, 1985 
Kerr,  John  Bozman,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  639,  869 

Kelchain,  Israel,  bill  for  the  reliefof. 1805 

Key  West — see  Coxitis. 

Kibby,  AVilliam  B  ,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2038 

Kilby,  Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  reliefof 184 

King,  Henry,  bill  for  the  reliifof 985,  1629 

King,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  bill  for  ihe  relief  of, 
1878,  2014,  2213,  2219 

King,  Richard,  bill  for  the  relief  of 99, 

221,  328,  1930,  1985 
King,  William  R.,  Vice  President,  the  death  of, 

announced 19 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cass 20 

Mr.  Clayton 21 

Mr.  Douglas 20 

Mr.  Everett 20 

Mr.  Hunter 19 

proposition  to  print  the  eulogies  on 28 

Kirby,  Sophie,  bill  for  the  reliefof.  .44,  929, 1108 

Knap,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 352,  862 

Knowlton,  Miles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of. 639 

Kozstn,  Martin,  remarks  on  the  call  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  seizure  of 313,  517 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cass 313 

Mr.  Douglas 313 

call  for  further  information  in  thecase  of,  636»  856 
L. 
Ladies,  proposition  for  the  admission  of,  into  the 

Senate  Chamber 376 

Lake  Port,  Louisiana — see  Ports  of  DfUvery. 

Land  districts  and  offices,  bill  to  establish  a  new 

land  district  in  the  Stale  of  Florida,  to  be  called 

ihedistrictofTampa,  117, 127,312,  420,2219 

bill  to  divide  the  northern  and   Missouri  river 

land  districts  in  the  Stale  of  Iowa 145 

bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in  the 

lower  peninsula  of  Michigan.  .482,  907,  943 

bill  to  eslablish.ndditional   land   dislricis  in  the 

Territory  of  Minnesota. .  .765,  774,  871,  886 

bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in  the 

Slate  of  Florida 1224 

Land,  donation  claims — see  ^^rkansas. 

Land  claims,  bill  confirming  certain,  in  Louisiana, 

in  the  Baatrop  grant 44, 

143,186,1511,1551,1580 
private,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the,  in 
California,  and  for  other  purposes, "approved 
March  3, 1851 92,  175,  292,  395,  447 


Lands — Continiud. 
bill  confirming  a  certain  land  claim  in  Louiaian^ 

known  as  the  Fleurian  claim 143 

765,  1877,  193 
bill  to  revive  an  act,  approved  March  3,  1823^ 
and  an  act  approved  May  26,  1824,  supple- 
mental  thereto,  in  reference  to  the  llio  Hondo 

claims  to  land  in  Louisiana 2000,  2014 

bill  supplementary  to  an  act  confirming,  in  the 

State  of  Missouri 693,  853j 

patents,  an  act  to  authorize  the  issuance  of,  in 
the  Slates  and  Territories  in  certain  cases,  63_ 
reservations,  bill  to  bring  into  the  mxrket  iha 
lands  heretofore  reserved  from  sale  in  Iowa, 
near  Forls  Crawford  and  Atkinson;  and  also 
the  lands  reserved  for  Indlon  farms  near  Fort 

Atkinson,  in  Iowa 29 

Land  warrants,  bill  to  amend  the  act  approved 
August  31, 1852,enlitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  fur  the  satisfnciion  of  Virgin  la," 

1186,1471 
Warrants — see  Military  I^md  fVarranls. 
Lands,  bill  to  vest  in  the  several  Slates  and  Ter- 
ritories the  title  in  fee  of  the,  which  have  been 

or  may  be  certified  to  them 1.594, 

2171,2182,2184 
(See  Grants;  Fcservnlions;  Public  Lands  ) 

Land  system  in  Washington  Territory 897 

Larrabee,  Sarah — see  *\anct/  Bowen, 
Latham,  Cornelius  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .335, 

1082,  1630,  1701 

Laughery,  A.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1912, 

1928,  1984,  2207,  2219 
Lavolette,  Capt.E.  A.  F., of  United  .States  Navy, 

bill  for  relitf  of 484,  487,990,  1437,  1461 

Lawrence,  'Zachariah,  bill  for  the  reliefof. . .  .211 
Lawson,  L.  E.  L.  A.,   heir  of  General   Eleazsr 

W.  Rifiley,  bill  for  iha  relief  of 871,  1321 

Laws,  code  of — see  Oregon. 

passed  at  the  present  session  of  Congreas — at4 

Part  III.  I 

index  to,  passed  at  the  present  session  of  Con^ 

gress — see  end  of  Pmx  III. 

Lea,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..517,  864 

Leach,  Asa,  act  fur  the  relief  of 1996^ 

2039,  2217,  2219 
Leavenworth,  Harriet,  bill  for  the  relief  of  tht 
widow  of  the  late  brevet  Brigadier  Generafl 

Leavenworth 395,  407,  447,  856,  866, 

Leavenworth,  Seth  M.,  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of. . . .  J929 
Le  Caze,  James — see  Frederick  f'incent. 
Lee,  Lieutenants.  P.,  report  of,  late  command- 
ing the  United  States  surveying  brig  Dolphin, 

1082,  1104 
Lee,  Oliver,  deceosed,bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ad- 
ministrators of. 1878,  1898.  2217 

Lendrum,  brevet  Captain  J.    H.,  United  Stales 

Army,  joint  resoluiion  for  the  relief  of,  1912, 

1928,  2014,  2171,  2179 

Levy,  Jonas  P.,  and  Jose  Maria  Jnrrero,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 1059,  1630,  1996,2014,2178 

Lewis,  James  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 484, 

487,  1511,2147,2158 
Lewis,  Henry,  of  Clinton  county,  Indiana,   bill 

for  the  relief  of. 1437, 

1440,  1456,  1525,  2147,  2216,  2219 

Library,  Joint  Committee  on  the 27,  43 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 625,  1716 

bills  reported  from 990 

Light-houses  on  the  Pacific,  concerning 158 

bill  making  appropriations  for,  light-boats, 
buoys,  ifec,  and  providing  for  the  erection 
and  establishment  of  the  same,  and  for  other 

purposes 1740,  1760,  1806,2170,2179 

Light-boats — see  I.iglU-Houses. 
Lieutenant  general  by  brevet,  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  Siatea 
to   confer  the   title  of,   for  eminent  services, 

67^4,  81  j 
remarks  by —  A 

Mr.  Adams 81,  83 

Mr.  Badger 84 

Mr.  Douglas 83,  84., 

Mr.  Mason 

Mr.  Pettit 82, 1 

Mr.  Seward 

Mr.  Shields 81,8S,  83,  85 

Mr.  Walker 81,82,  85 

Lippitt,  George  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1984 

Loan  office  certificates,  bill  for  the  payment  of 
outstanding,  final  settlement,  and,  issued  for 
money  loaned,  or  for  services,  or  for  supplies 
during  the  revolutionary  war 184 
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London  Exhibition  oflSSl,  action  on  the  accept- 
ance of  certnin  volumes  and  mednis  illustra- 
tive of  the,  presented  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  the  United  States,  465,  693,  720,  746 
debate  to  pay  Edward  Riddle, as  (ynrntissioner 
«o 1902 

Long  Bridge  across  the  Potomac  river,  in  the  City 
of  Wanhington,  bill  malting  an  appropriation 
for  the  repairs  of  the 1601 

Loomis,  Daniel,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of 145,  241 

Louisiana— ate  Grants;  Courts;  Preemptioni;  Land, 
Claims. 
resolulions  of  the  Legislature  of  the   State  of, 
instructing  their  Ssnatorsand  Representatives 

in  Congress 485 

bill  to  authorize  the  issuanceof  patents  for  lands 
in,  in  certain  cases 493,  569,  638,  639 

Louisville  and  Portland  csnal — see  Canal. 

Love,  Overton  and  John  GiMst,  bill  for  the  relief 
of 13J5 

Low,  James  W.,  and  others,  hill  providing  com- 
pensation to 195,328,  1984,  1997 

Luco,  Juan  Manuel,  and  Jose  Leandro  Luco,  bill 
for  the  relief  of.  .922,  1108,  1701, 1716,  1769 

Lyon,  L.  R.,  and  Dean  S.  Howard,  of  the  Slate 
of  New  York,  act  for  the  relief  of. 1996 

Lynch,  George,  act  for  the  relief  of. .  .1996,2039 

M. 

Macauly,  Cornelius,  bill  for  the  relief  of 74 

Mackall,  John  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of 92,  565,  327,  861 , 1  foS 

Mackay,  Helen,  the  widow  and  administratrix  of 
Colonel  jEneos  Mackay,  hill  for  the  relief  of, 
274,  597,  1848,  1849.  18.50,  2171,  2179 
Madison,  Indiana — see  Purls  of  Delivery. 
Mails,  bill  making  apprnpnations  for  the  trans- 
portation  of    the  United    States,    by    ocean 
steamers,  and  otherwise,  during   the    fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1855 2024, 

2092,  2145,  2197,  2209,  2215,  2218 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 2197,  2199,  2200 

Mr.  Bayard 2199,22f)0,  2215 

Mr.  Benjamin 2197,2199,  2201,  2218 

Mr.  Brodhead 2197,  2199,  2201,  2218 

Mr.  Chase 2199, 2200,  2201 

Mr.  Cooper 22110 

J,,    Mr.  Dawson 2201 

Mr.  Geyer 2201 

Mr.  Gwin 2198 

Mr.  Hunter.  .2197, 2198,  2199,  2201,  2215 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 2218 

Mr.  Mallory 2198,  2199 

Mr.  Rusk 2197,  2198,2199,  2200 

Mr.  Seward 2197, 

2198, 2199,  2200,  2201,  2215,  2218 

Mr.  Stuart 2198,  2199,  2215 

Mr.  Weller 2197, 

2198,  2199,  S200,  2201,  2218 
bill  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the,  in 
steamships,   between    San    Francisco,   Cali- 
fornia, via  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  China, 

and  for  other  purposes 28,  104 

bill  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the,  of 

the  United  Slates,  on  railroad8..886, 897, 1471 

(See  Steam  Line.) 

Mail,  semi-monthly,  between  the  Atlantic  and 

Pacific,   via   Nicaragua,    bill    providing   for 

a 159 

in  Alabama,  joint  resolution  extending  an  ex- 
isting contract  for  carrying  the  mail  in  Ala- 

.  bama 407,  639,  694,  973,  1059,  1123 

bill  to  provide  for  carrying  the,  according  to 

.  time 1059,  1082 

bill  to  provide  for  the  transportation   of  the 

mails 1461 

bill  toaid  in  the  transportalionof  themaila..l559 

Mail  steamers,  bill  to  establish  a  line  of,  from  San 

Francisco,  in  California,  via   the  Sandwich 

Islands,  to  Shanghai,  in  China 1, 

40,  1471,  1566,  1568 
Maine — see  Iiidemnily. 
Maison  Rouge  grant — see  Preemption. 
Mallory,  Stephen  R.,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 

Florida 1, 

115,  117,  127,  144,  145,  1.59,  176,  184,  185, 
197,  260.  273,  275,  288,  291,  335,  336,  376, 
391,  407,  420.  447,  464.  482,  929.  972.  1040, 
1 106, 1 144. 1 193, 1 194, 1197, 1211, 1221. 1256, 
1257, 1334, 1348. 1437, 1493, 1566, 1585, 1590, 
1591, 1622, 1658,1682, 1739, 1805, 1806, 1850, 
1898,  1929, 1984, 1999,2021,2207,2212,2216 


Mallory,  Stephen  R.,  of  Florida— Coitfi/med. 

resolutions  by 127 

288,  990,  1160,  1194,  1626,  1739,  1898,  2148 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  manifesting  the 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  rescuers  of  the 
passengers  on  board  the  steamship  San  Fran- 
cisco  483,  976 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  additional 

copies  of  the  Patent  OfRce  report 1 145 

remarks  on  Roman  Catholicism  and  religious 

freedom  abroad 1194,  1195 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  W 

Kelly 1198 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  African 

slave  trade  in  the  West  India  Islands..  .1259 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachusetts 

petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law 1552,  1553,  1554 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 

efle 1578 

remarks  on   the  bill  to   establish  a  steam  mail 

line  between  California  and  China 1568 

remarks  on  a  resolution  to  change  the  hour  for 

the  daily  meeting  of  the  Senate 1606 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  ihe  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Preei- 

d«"' 1088,  10S9,  1340 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  Mouse, 
,„       .  1126,  1744,  1811 

(See  also  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  1881. 

1900,  1908,  1911,  1933,  1944,  1958,  1969, 

1970,  1973,  1975,  1978,  1979,  1982,  2195 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to 

££     the  Africanization  of  Cuba 1199, 1200 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning 
the  suspension  of  the  neutrality  laws. .  .1024 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  improve  the  naval  service, 
1437,  1438,  1456,  1459,  1462 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
rescuers  of  the  BufTerers  on  board  the  steam- 
ship San  Francisco 483,  976 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2080 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2148, 

2149,  2150,  2152.  2154,  21.55,  2156, 

2157,2168,  2169,2170,  2179,2211 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2183. 

2190 
remarks  on  the  United  States  mail  steamer  bill, 

2198,  2199 
Mann,  A.  Dudley,  a  call  fordiplomatic  dispatches 

of 227 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on 27 

Map,  a  diagram  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, Mexico.  West  India  Islands,  and  the 
IsthmusnfDarien,  showing  Mr.  Gwin 'a  route 
of  the  Pacific  railroad  and  its  branches,  in 
connection  with  the  various  systems  existing 
and  unfinished,  of  railroads  from  the  Missis- 
sippi valley  to  the  Allanlic  and  the  gulf  coasts, 
by  W.  T.  Steiger,  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice  1187 

Marble  for  the  Capitol  extension,  joint  resolution 
authorizing  a  supplemental  contract  for  cer- 
tain  432,  441,  448 

Marcy,  Captain,  report  of  the  expedition  of,  on 

the  head  waters  of  Red  river 1200 

Marion,  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  civil  township  of.  .1912,  1928,  2145,  2158 

Marine  Hospital  at  Appnlacliicola,  Florida,  bill  to 

provide  for  the  building  of  a 117,  1658 

bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a,  at  St. 

Marks,  Florida 117.144,  159,  197 

bill  providing  for  the  ereclionof  a,at  Pensacola, 

Florida 1321 

Martin,  John  E.,  papers  of,  referred 464 

Maryland,  bill  providing  for  ihe  entering  into 
an  examination  of  certain  accounts  between 
the  State  of  Maryland  and  the  United  States. 

407 
bill  to  direct  a  reexamination  of  the  account  be- 
tween the  United  States  an3  theSlate  of,  835, 

1526 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 1.527,  1528 

Mr.  Cnss 1526,  1527 

Mr.  Pe.nroe 1526, 1527, 1528 

Mr.  Pratt 1527 

resolulions  of  the  Legislature  of. 336 

(See  Guano  Trade.) 
Marysville  and  Benicia  Railroad — see  Gran(5. 
Mason.  Brigadier  General  Richard  B.,bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of. G39,  869 


Mason,  James  M.,  a  Senator  from  the  Stale  of 
Virginia 1,  27,  43, 

44,  50,  51,  67,  73,  80,  86.  92,  126,  144,  145, 
159,  176,  177,  187,  195,  199,  221,  240,  242, 
243,  318,  329,  336,  416,  432,  474,  484,  485, 
551,  555.  601,  6(18,  624,  630,  685,  692,  697, 
704,  710.  711,  723,  727,  770,  835,  837,  846, 
847,  853,  856,  857,  861,  876,  883,  886,  892, 
907,  922,  924,  985,  1300,  1324,  1332,  1359, 
1380,  1381,  1391.  1437,  1440,  1455,  1460, 
1463,  1511,  1528,  1601,  1628,  1658,  1700, 
1710,  1716.  1726,  1738,  1760,  1789,  181U, 
1844,  1847,  1850,  1878,  1885,  1912,  1929, 
1984,1985,  ]986,»2U00,  2013,  2014,  2015, 
2022,  2040,  2080,  2092,  2144,  2145,  2178. 
2179,  2208,  2212,  2213 

resolutions  by •. 80,  227,  242, 

1280,  1373,  1601,  1806,  2040 

remarks  on  the  bill  conferring  the  title  of  lieu- 
tenant general ,82 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  regard  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment to  the  rescuers  of  the  passen- 
gers on  the  steamship  San  Francisco 174 

remarks  touching  the  mission  of  the  Papal  Nun- 
cio to  the  United  Slates 223 

remarks  on.  the  protest  of  the  New  England 
clergymen  against  the  passage  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill 618,  019,  623 

remarks  on  the  resolution  affirming  the  right  of 
S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  to  a  scat  in  the 
United  States  Senate 632, 639,  640,  645 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 
increase  the  eflficiency  of  the  United  Slates 

Army,  and  for  other  purposes 695, 

696,  697,  708 

remarks  relative  to  going  into  secret  session  for 

the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  752, 

753,  754,"755,  886,  1810 

remarks  relative  to  referring  the  memorial 
touching  "  spiritual"  manifestations,  923, 924 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  recompense  the  discov- 
erer of  practical  anaesthesia 944 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  public  lands  for  the 
benefit  ofthe  indigent  insane,  495, 507,1508,590 

incidental  remarks  touching  the  resignation  of 
Hon.  Edward  Everett 1324 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  an  addi- 
tional number  of  copies  of  the  Patent  Office 
report 1328 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  John  F.  Snod- 
grass 1373 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachusetts 

fjetition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
aw 1517 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  steam   mail 

line  between  California  and  China,  1568, 1601 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  extension  of 

the  Washingtonand  Alexandria  railroad  into 

the  District  of  Columbia 1472,  1473, 

1474,  1475,  1525,  1526. 
1601.  1659,  1681,  1998 
remarks  on  Ihe  resolution  in  relation  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  1766, 
1767,  1768,  1806 
remarks  on  theliomestead  bill  from  the  House, 
554,1709,1726,1761,1814 
1815,    1817,    1818,    1844 

remarks  on  the  Te.xas  debt  bill 1808,  1831 

remarks  relating  to  Mr.  Peltit's  remarks  on  the 
letter  of  Colonel  Benton  to  James  House,  of 

Indiana 1876, 1877 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1879, 
1885, 1905,  1906,  1910,  1911,  1912, 
1935, 1936,  1938.  1939,  1940,  1941, 
1942,  1943,  1960.  1961,  1980 
remarks  relating  to  the  Lower  California  expe- 
dition against  Mexico 209,  210 

remarks  on  a  proposition  to  change  the  time  for 

the  annual  meeting  of  Congress 1438 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 752, 

770,  780,  785,  815,  816,  817,  818,  1327 
remarks  relating  to  the  repeal  of  Ihe  Minnesota 

land  bill 2175 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  2181. 

2188 
Massachusetts — see  Judgtj;    Courtt;    Indemnity; 
Grants. 

Matlingly,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1913, 

1928,  1984 
Mathews,  E.  P.— see  Hfliiam  J.  MeEUuny. 
Maury,  Lieutenant  M.  F.,  joint  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to,  to  accept  a  gold 

medal  from  the  King  of  Sweden 1389, 

1405,  1437,  1494,  156Q 
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INDEX  TO 


Mauzey,  Fayette,  and  Robert  G.  Ward,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 335,897,  1107,  1133 

^aye,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 464, 

487,  580, 72U 

McAvov,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 897 

McBlaif,  Purser  T.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .195, 

328,  1984,  1997 

McCormick,  Cyrus  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1461 

McEldery,  John  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  288,  441 

McElhiny,   William   J.,    E.    P.    Mathews,   and 

LiBwrence  Cribben,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1912, 

1928,  1984,  2171,  2179 

McGirk,  Georse,  act  for  the   relief  of  the  lesnl 

representatives  of.. . .  .1996,  2038,  2216,  2219 

McQuire,  Robert  F.,and  Louisa,  his  wife,  lale 

Louisa  Lamy,  bill  for  the  relief  of,. . .  ,1912, 

1928,1984,2212,2219 

McKneely,  John  F. — see  also  Juhn  AleVta. 

McKnighl,  Samuel,  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 1511,  1524,  171G 

McLane,  E  J.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 506,  865 

McLellan,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  19X2,  1928 
McManus,  T.  H. — see  Prttmptiona. 

McMinn,  Joseph,  act  for  the  relief  of 1996, 

2039,  2092,  2158 
{dcVea,  John,  and  John  F.  McKneely,  of  Lou- 
isiana, bill  for  the  relief  of 1912, 

1928,  1984,  2146,  2158 
McVey,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of....  1040,  1630 
Meade,  Everard,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lejal 

representatives  of 1912,  1928 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  deceased,  bill  for  settling  the 

claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of 432, 

863,  1104,  1626 

Mears,  John  0.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 335, 

419,  487 
Merchant,  Captain  Charles  G.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. .• 1144,  1630, 1996 

Metcalf,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  464,  864,  1104 

Metoyer,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1929, 

1996,  2038,  2212,  2219 
Mexican  treaty — see  Treaty. 
Michigan  — 8ee    Oranta;   iMttd  DialricU;    Privalt 

Land  Claims. 
Michigan — sec  Private  Land  Claims;  Grants;  Land 
Districts;  Military  Land  fVarrants. 

Mickuni,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of 266 

Miles,  P.  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1716 

Mileage,  per  diem,&c. — see  Conlin^ent  Ftmd. 

Militia,  the  Committee  on 27 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 27 

bills  reported  from 67,  80,  118, 

176,  184,  274,  336.  407, 1464, '506,  517, 
639,  835,  856,  897,  929,  1144,  1716,  1805 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 99,  127, 

227.  301,  406,  625,  929,  1041,  1958.  2145 

discharged  from  subjects 143,  184,  407, 

J.        569.  835,955,  1082,  1186,  1389,  1437,  1472 

f  reports  from 247,  447,493,517,  774, 

1041,  1472,  1470,  1850,  J929,  2014,  2077 

ad  verse  reports  from 686,  834 ,  II 44 

Military  Academy,  bill.'making  appropriation  for 

the  support  of  the,  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1855..211,  212,  222,  973,  1003, 1041,  1082 

,  joint  resolution  of  the  House  ^planalpry  PkC-A* 

'      law  regulating  the  nuniberef  cadcta  to  be'Sfi-  { 

pointed  to  the,  at  West  Point. 677, 

693,  774,  835 
I  remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams a36,  837 

Mr.  Badger 693,  837 

Mr.  Brodhead 694 

Mr.  Cass 694,  774 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick 694 

Mr.  Gwin 774 

Mr.  Hunter 693 

Mr.  Johnson.. 693 

Mr.  Pratt 693 

Mr-  Rusk 694,  774,  837 

Mr.  .Shields... 693,  694,  774,  835,  836,  839 

Mr.  Stuart 693,  836 

Mr.  Toucey 836 

report  of  the  committct  of  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  llie  two  Houses  on  the 

ameiidniencs  to  the,  bill 1041 

Military  eRlablishment  of  the  United  Slates,  bill 
to  increase  the  present,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  176 

(See.lriny.) 
Mililary  land  warranU,  bill  for  extending  the  time 

for  issuing  and  locating 81 

joint  resoluiion  for  the  confirmntion  of  certain 
entries  and  locations  of,  made  in  the  State  of 
Michigan 1829 


Military  reservation,  bill  to  sell  the  lands  here- 
tofore reserved  for  military  purposes  and  the 

use  of  Indian  tribes  in  Iowa 67 

Mililary  Roads — set  Roads. 

Miller,  Hezekiah,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .624,  868 

Miller,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 630, 

868,  1930,  1985 
Miller,  Noah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of 74 

Milwaukie,  Wisconsin,  a  bill  to  extend  the  limits 
of  the   collection   district  of,   and  for  other 

purposes 506,  856 

Minnesota  land  bill,  bill  to  repeal  an  act  to  aid 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  therein 2165, 

2171,2172,2174,2176,2187 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benjamin 2175,  2176,  2177 

Mr.  Butler 2175,  2177 

Mr.  Chase 2173,  2175,  2177 

Mr.  Dawson 2175,  2177,  2178 

Mr.  Douglas 2173,  2174,  2175,  2177 

Mr.  Geyer 2172,  2173,  2174,  2178 

Mr.  Johnson 2177,  2178 

Mr.  Mason 2175 

Mr.  Pearce.  .2172,  2173,  2175,  2177,  2178 

Mr.  Pratt 2173,2175 

Mr.  Seward 2173,  2177 

Mr.  Stuart 2172,  2173,  2175,  2178 

Mr.  Toombs 2173,  2174,  2176 

Mr.  Weller 2174,  9077,  2178 

Minnesota — see  Grants;  Railroads;  IMstrict  Jillor- 
ntys;  Land  Districts;  Roads;  Chippcioa  Indians; 
Governor  Ramsay;  Executive  and  Judicial  Of- 
ficers; Preemptions;  Indians. 
Mini,  call  for  information  in  regard  to  the  United 

States 1381 

Missouri,  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 92 

(See  Grants;  Courts;  Land  Claims.) 
Missouri  compromise  line,  proceedings  against 

the  annulment  of  the 334 

concerning  the 406 

Mississippi  river,  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal 
of  obstructions  in  the  navigation  of  the,  at 
the  Southwest  Pass,  and  Pass  a  I'Outre,  81, 

447,  448 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Stuart 448 

Mr.  Bell 448 

Mississippi — see  Grants. 

Mitchell,  Edmund,  of  Carroll  county,  Kentucky, 
bill  to  priTvide  a  pension  for,  1912,  1928,  2038 

Mitchell,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of 67, 

127,  1848,  1898,  1985 
Money  bills,  resolution  providing  for  the  separate 

consideration  of 2214 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 2214 

Mr.  Cass 2214,  2215 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 2214 

Mr.  Hunter 2214 

Mr.  Petlit 2214 

Mr.  Pratt 2214,2215 

Mr.  Se«ud *W. 2214 

Mr.  Toombs 2214 

Moore,  Commodore  E.  W. — see  Sam  Houston. 

defense  of,  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee... 2159 
Moore,  Hiram,  and  John  Hascall,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 239,596,861,  1103,  1224,  1412 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 597,  1417 

Mr.  Dixon 1417 

Mr.  Douglas 1417 

Mr.  Hunter 1417 

Mr.  Stuart 596, 

597,  1226, 1228,  1412,  1416,  1417 

Mr.  Walker 596, 

1224,1226,1228,1412,1416,1417 
Morass,  Victor,  bill  to  authorize,  to  relinquish  cer- 
tain lands,  and  enter  the  same  quantity  else- 
where  104,  1848,  1898,  1985 

More,  Enoch  S.,  hill  for  the  relief  of. 1912, 

1928,  1984,  2216 

Morell,  George,  bill  to  provide  compensation  for 

the  services  of,  in  adjusting  titles  to  land  in 

Michigan... 352,  862,  1996,  1999,  2014,2039 

Morgan,  Col.  Alexander  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  and  representatives  of. 227, 

336,  694,  1996,  2014,  2039 

Morton,  Jackson,  a  Senator  from  Florida,  1,  439, 

464,  550,  727,  773,  809,  8.50,  861, 

885,  1020, 1021.  1040.  1041,  1082, 

1144, 1197, 2203, 2205,  2216, 2224 

resolutions  by 835,  886,  985,  1280,  2224 


Morten,  Jackson,  of  Florida— f'onltnwed. 
remarks    relative   to   the   memorial   of  J.  W.| 

Kelly 9541 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the   relief  of  J.  W. 

Kelly 1197,1198 

remarks  ofl  the  subject  of  the  dry-dock,  basin, 
and  railway,  at  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacola, 

Florida 1277,  2145 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2081 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2156, 

2157,  2158 
remarks  on  giving  extra  compeneaiion  to  the 

paps 2219,  2220 

Morrell,  Stephen,  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of,  the 

amount  due  their  father  for  a  pension  . .  1456 

Morse,  Daniel,   of    Essex,    Chittenden    county, 

Vermont,  bdl  for  the  reliefof.. 1912, 1928,2038 

Moulon,  Jacques,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assign- 

'  ees  or  legal  representatives  of . . .  .1386,  1511 

Moylau,  General  Stephen,  deceased,  bill  relative 

to  the  accounts  of 1194,  1630 

Muhlenberg,  Henry  A., late  a  Representative  from 

Pennsylvania,  the  death  of,  announced.  ..146  1 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Washington,  17161 

Myerle,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of 221,  329,1 

596,  861.  1103,  1105,  1133, 

1147,  1156,  1160,  1494,  1577 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison ..114 

Mr.  Badger 113^1 

1134,  1148,  1150, 1151,  1578.  1579 

Mr.  Bayard 1134,1134, 

1147,  1151,  1152,  1153,  1577,  1578,  157»J 

Mr.  Bell 1149,  llStf  I 

Mr.  Bright 1147,  ' 

1148,  1150,  1151,  1577,  1578,  1579 

Mr.  Butler 1149 

Mr.  Chase 1133 

Mr.  Clayton 1149 

Mr.  Dawson 1133 

Mr.  Dixon 1135,  11.52,  1153 

Mr.  Evans 1005,  1134,  1135,  1577 

Mr.  Gwin 11.13, 

1134,  1147,  1148,  1160,  1494,  1577,  1579 

Mr.  Mallory 1578 . 

Mr.  Pearce 1148,  11521 

Mr.  Pettit 1135,1152,  1578,  1579] 

Mr.  Pratt 1148,  1149 

Mr.  Toombs 1133,  1150J 

Mr.  Walker 1148,  11491 

Mr.  Weller 1148,  1151,  1578] 

N. 

Nash,  Betsey,  bill  fortherelief  of  1912, 1928,  2016 
National  Hotel  Company  of  Washington,  bill  to 

incorporate  the 275, 

288,  376,  1003,  2171,  2182,  2184 
National  foundery,  resolution  concerning. . .  .301 
National  Intelligencer — mn  Debates. 
Naiional  Pacific  Railroad  Company — see  J{ai2r«a<l. 
Naturalization — see  Citizenship. 
Naval  appropriation  bill — 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  servica 

for  the  year  ending  the  30lh  of  June,  1855, 

1957,  2092,  2148,  2153,  2158,  2165, 

2168,  2179,  2201,  2207,  2209,  2211,  2219 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 3151,  2154 

Mr.  Bayard 2155,  2168 

Mr.  Bell,  2148.2149,2153,2154,  2169, 2179 

Mr.  Benjamin 2150, 

2151,  2152,  2157,  2169,  2170 

Mr.  Brodhead 2149, 

2151,  2155,  2156,  2157,  2158 

Mr.  Cass 2152,  2155 

Mr.  Cooper 2150,  2170.. 

Mr.  Dawson 2151,  2168,  2170 

Mr.  Gwin 2148,  2149, 

2150,  2151,  2152,2153,2154,2155,  2156. 
2157,  2158,  2159,  216.8,  2169,  2170.  2179 

Mr.  Houston 2165,  2167,2168 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 2154, 

2159,2165,2179 

Mr.  Johnson 2152 

Mr.  Mallory 2148, 

2149,  21.50,  2152,  2154,  2155,  2156, 
2157,  2168,  2169,  2170,  2179,  2211 

Mr.  Morton 2156,  21.57,  2158 

Mr.  Pearce 2148,  2149,  2150. 

2153,  2154,  21.58,  2168,  2169,  2170,  22U 
Mr.  Pratt. ..  .2151,  2152,  21.55,  2159,  2170 

Mr.  Rusk 2158,  2159,  2168,  2170 

Mr.  Seward 2148, 
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Naval  appropriation  bill,  remarks  by — Contimied. 

Mr.  Slidell 2169,  2179 

Mr.  Stuart 2148, 

2149,  2152,  2154,  2169,  2170 

Mr.  Toomba 2150, 

2152,  2155,  2156, 5157,2179 

Mr.  WtUer 2151,  2155,  2168,  2170 

Naval  itrTica,  bill  to  improve  the 1197, 

1257,  1334,  1348,  1437,  1456,  1462 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1459,  1462 

Mr.  Hamlin 1438 

Mr.  Hunter 1456,  1459 

Mr.  Mallory.  .1437, 1438, 1456, 1459, 1462 

Naval  AfTairs,  the  Committee  on...; 27 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 173 

bills  reported  from 67,  99,  1.59, 176,  184, 

195,  221,  274,  312,  419,  420,  455,  704,  809, 
1195,  1197,  1590,  1765,  1885,  1898,  1984 

reports  from 74, 

184,  420,  447,  704,  M94,  1211,  1843,  1984 

discharged  from  subjects 159,  211,  312, 

990,  1040,  1805,  1843,  1885,  1984,  2077 

adverse  reports  from 704, 

1144,  1194,  1590,  1806,  1929,  2077 

resolutions  reported  from 1389 

Navy,  concerning  the  increase  of  the 74 

joint  resolution  relative  to  bids  for  provisions, 
clothing,  and  small-stores  for  the  use  of  the, 
694,  704,  728 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cass 705 

Mr.  Clayton 694,  705 

Mr.  Fish 694 

Mr.  Gwin 694,  704,  705 

Mr.  Pettit 704,  705 

Mr.  Pratt 704,  705 

Mr.  Shield 694,  705 

Department,  communications  from  the. . .  .419, 
704,  1104,1144,  1436,2191 

calls  upon  the,  for  information 835,  1082 

pensions — see  Pension!. 

yard  and  depot  near  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 

bill  to  establish  a 81,  97,  1843 

call  for  information  relative  to  the  construction 
of  thedock,  basin,  and  railways  at  the  navy- 
yard  at  Pensacola,  Florida 835, 

1144,  1277,  2145 

navy-yard  at  Memphis 2153,  2179 

Navigation,  bill  to  regulate,  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
in  vessels  ol^ned  by  citizens  of  the  United 

States,  in  certain  cases 1456,  1461,  1472 

Nebraska,  bill  to  arrange  a  territorial  government 

for  the  Territory  of 1,  44,  115,  127, 

175,  186,  221,  239,  290,  329,334,3.52,378, 
391,  395,  407,  417,  420,  434,  442,  450,451, 
474,  487,  495,  509,  519,  531,  550,  686,  1380 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chase 239,280 

Mr.  Dixon 239,240,  519 

Mr.  Douglas 239,240, 275,  290,  291 

report  and  remarks  by  Mr.  Douglas  concern- 
ing  222 

Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill — 

Mr.  Adams 520 

Mr.  Badger 343,344, 

345,  353,  423,  519,  520,  686,  688,  790 

Mr.  Bayard 509 

Mr.  Bell 532 

Mr.  Brodhead 487,  495 

Mr.  Brown 423,  484,  690 

Mr.  Butler 344,  423,  474,  484,689,690 

Mr.  Cass 343,  344,  422,  423, 

450,  456,  487,  519,  531,  532,  086,  690 
Mr.  Chase, 239, 280, 421, 474, 487, 519,520 

Mr.  Clayton 354,  509,  519,  520,  691 

Mr.  Cooper 487 

Mr.  Dawson 532 

Mr.  Dixon 239,  240,  519 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 484,520 

Mr.  Douglas 222, 

239,  240,  275,  290,  291.  343,  344,  353, 
354,  355,  423,  474,  509,  520,  531,  532 

Mr.  Everett 353,  509 

Mr.  Gwin 353,  .154 

Mr.  Houston 353,  532 

Mr.  Hunter 344,  474 

Mr.  James 532 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee. . .  .340,  342,  421 

Mr.  Pettit 353,  450 

Mr.  Pratt 421 

Mr.  Rusk 3.53 

.    Mr.  Sebastian 354,  355 

Mr.  Seward 520 


Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill — Continued. 

Mr.  Stuart 344.  495,  692 

Mr.  Sumner 484,  520 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  New  Jersey 495 

Mr.  Toombs ; 553 

Mr.  Wade 337, 343 

Mr.  Weller 391,  423,  520 

(See  Jlppendix  for  the  debate  on  the  passage  of  tht 
.Vetrosko  and  Kansas  bill.) 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  votes  upon  the — see 

Yeas  and  Aays. 
Nebraska — see  Surreyor  General;  Roads;  Printing. 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,  an  act  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritories of. 1281,  1300, 

1321,  1324,  1760, 1766, 1769, 1847, 1848 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 1303 

Mr.  Badger 1306,  1308,  1309 

Mr.  Bell 1309,  1310,  1311 

Mr.  Brodhead 1301,  1302 

Mr.  Brown 1308 

Mr.  Butler...  1305,  1307,  1308,  1309,  1310 

Mr.  Chase 1769,  1848 

M  r.  Clayton 1303 

Mr.  Douglas 1300,  1301,  1308,  1309 

Mr.  Hamlin 1302 

Mr.  Hunter 1308,  1309 

Mr.  Pearce 1300,  1301 

Mr.  Pettit 1304, 

1305,  1308,  1309,  1766,  1769,  1847,  1848 

Mr.Pratt 1307,  1308,  1309 

Mr.  Toombs 1302,  1309,  1310,  1311 

Mr.  Walker. 1301,  1303 

address  of  independent  Democrats  in  Congress 
against  the  establishment  of  slavery  in,  &c., 

281 
NelBon,Alton,bill  for  relief  of..335,  464,864,886 

Neutrality  laws,  suspension  of  the 1021 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benjamin 1024,  1025 

Mr.  Butler 1025 

Mr.  Chase 1024,  1025 

Mr.  Hunter 1024,  1025 

Mr.  Mallory 1024 

Mr.  Seward 1024,  1025 

Mr.  Slidell 1021,  1024,  1025 

Nevins,  William  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  274,  598 
New  Jersey,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of 73 

New  Mexico — see  Public  l^Mnds;  IHstrict  ,9tlomeys; 
Jttan  C.  Jlnnijo;  Executive  and  Judicial  officers; 
Surveyor  General. 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 834 

memorials  of  the  Legislature  of 834,  972 

bill  for  the  construction  ofcertain  military  roads 

and  wells  in  the  Territory  of 1041, 

1059,  1389,  1621,  1701 
bill  declaring  the  southern  boundary  of.  .2174, 
2176,  2207,  2213 
bill  for  the  payment  of  the  civil  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Territory  of,  while  under  mili- 
tary government,  1437, 1440, 1472, 1621,  1701 
New  Orleans — see  Ports;  jfavy-Yards. 
New  York,  bill  to  reimburse  theCommon  Council 
of  the  city  of,  for  expenditures  made  for  the 
first  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers.  .28, 
40,  1511,  1551,  1580 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 312 

bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  balance  of  the 

property  accounts  between  the  United  States 

and  the  State  of,  for  military   stores   in   the 

war  of  1812. . . .  1848,  1849,  1929,  2213,  2219 

(See  Courts;  Courts  in  Massachusetts,  Sfc.) 

Newspapers  for  Senators,  resolution  to  provide,  1 

Nicholson,  A.  0.  P. — see  Debates. 

Nightingale,  Phineas  M.,  legal  representative  of 

General  Nathaniel  Greene,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 1472,  1549,  1996,1999,2014,2039 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1582 

Mr.  Bell 1581, 1582 

Mr.  Brown 1.S82,  1999 

Mr.  Dixon 1582 

Mr.  Evans 1581, 1.582 

Nickum,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of 159 

Nock,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1629 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brodhead 1629 

Mr.  Hamlin 1629 

Mr.  Hunter 1629 

Mr.  Rusk 1629 

Mr.  Walker 1629 

Nominations,  action  on,  by  the  Senate — see  Se- 
crecy. 


Noot,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of. 846 

Norris,  Moses,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New 

Hampshire 1,  67,  74, 

159,  184,  239,  274,  288,  303,  312,  406,  551, 
582,703,814,990,  1103,  1122,  1144,1160, 
1193,  1224,  1.321,  1455,  1476,  1590,  1601, 
1622,  1627,  1628,  1805,  1982,  2038,  2039 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Senator  Atherton,  of 

New  Hampshire 61 

resolutions  by 62, 406,  1123 

remarks  relating  to  granting  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law. .  .2021, 

2022,2023 
North  Carolina — see  CooJ  Fields;  Cape  Fear  River. 
Notaries  public,  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize,  to  take  and  cer- 
tify oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledgmenia 
in  certain  cases,"  876, 1348,  1929,  1984,1997 
Notes — see  Bank  J^otes. 
Nourse,  Michael,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .853,  871 

Nye,  Thomas  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 835, 

1107,  1627 


Obituary,  death  of  Vice  President  King  an- 
nounced  19 

the  death  of  Senator  Atherton  announced . .  .61 

the  death  of  Hon.  B.  Campbell 97,  98 

the  death  of  the  Hon.  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg, 

of  Pennsylvania 146 

Officers  of  revenue  cutters — see  Pay. 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  select  committee  on  the 

subject  of  the 80,  93 

resolution  in  relation   to  the  organization   of 

the 1766, 1816 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1767,  1768 

Mr.  Bright ..1767,  1768 

Mr.  Mason 1766,  1767,  1768,  180S 

Mr.  Pettit 1766,  1767 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  Army, 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the,  who  sustained  loss 
by  the  disasters  to  the  steamships  Winfield 

Scott  and  San  Francisco 1805 

Ohio,  bill  to  cede  to  the  State  of,  the  unsold 
residue  of  the  public  lands  remaining  in  that 

State 5 

(See  Judicial  Districts;  Grants;  rSrytnio  ^titory 
District.) 

Olmsiead,  Moses,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 159, 

185,  1511,  1552,  1580 
Order  of  business,  proceeding  in  regard  to  the..259, 
886,    1412,    1.525,    162B,    1810,    1829, 
1878,  1985,  1999,  2000, 2078, 2080,  2217 
Oregon,  joint  resolution  of  the  House  authorizing 
the  accounting  officers   of  the  Treasury  to 
adjust  the  expenses  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  theTerritorial  Assembly 
of,  to  adjust  the  expenses  of  collecting  and 
printing  certain   laws  and   archives  of  tht 

Territory  of. 212,  973,  1041 

bill  making  appropriations  in  reference  to  the 

Cayuse  war  in 1437,  1440,  1848,  1930 

(See  Executive  and  Judicial  Officers;  Roads;  Sur- 
veyor  Getural;  Postal  Service.) 
Owen's  geological   report  on  the  mineral  landi 
of   Iowa,   Wisconsin,    and    Northern    Illi- 
nois  638,  773 


Paducah ,  Kentucky — see  Ports  of  Entry  and  De- 

'     livery;   Tuscumhia  Bill. 
Paige,  Lieutenant  George  H.,  of  the  United  States 
Army,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1912,  1928,  2014 
Palalka — see  Ports  of  Delivery. 
Parker,  Commodore  Foxhall  A.,  of  the  United 

States  Navy,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1590 

Parker,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1984 

Parker,  William,  act  for  the  relief  of.  .1996,  2039 

Parton,  Madison,  bill  for  the  relief  of 335, 

693,  869,  886 
Parsons,  Thomas  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  3,52,  862 
Passenger  ships,  bill  for  the  better  protection  of 

life  and  health  on  board  of 2077 

Patapsco   river  and  Chesapeake   bay,  appropri- 
ations for  deepening  the  channels  of,  prayed 

for 623,  625 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the,  and  to  render  the  port  of  Baltimore  acces- 
sible to  the  war  steamers  of  the  United  States, 

1626 

Patentees,  bill  to  give  farther  remedies  to 44 

Patents — see  Commissioner. 
I  Pateula,  on  the  granting  of,  to  foreigners. . .  .1878 
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INDEX  TO 


Patents  which  have  been  extended  or  renewed  by 
acta  of  Congress,  a  digest  and  index  of,  with 

referejice  to  the  act  in  eacli  tnse 2038 

Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  the  Coniniitiee  nn, 

a",  550 

bills  reported  from 211,  239, 

274,  551,  853,  907,  11-14,  1280,  145(i,  14fil 

adverse  reports  from 17G,  IGbll 

discharged  from  subjects 184 

reports  from 186G,  2038 

Patent  Office,  hill  to  amend  the  several  acta  now 

in  lone  relating  to  the 1456,  1820, <886 

Patent  Office   report,  proposition    to    print   addi- 
tional cnpiea  of  the 313,  773, 

1145,  1160,  1186,  1211,  1327,  1348,  1380 
remarks  liy — 

Mr.  Badger 1330.  1331,  1348,  1380 

Mr.  Bayard 1145,  1 146 

Mr.  Bell 1145,  1146 

Mr.  Bright 1145, 1186, 1211 

Mr.  Brodhead llliO, 

1211,  1327,  1328,  1331,  1332 

Mr.  Cass 1331 

Mr.  Clayton 1145,  1146 

Mr.  Dawson..  .* 1146 

Mr.  Fiizpatrick 1145,  1328 

Mr.  Gwm 13;U 

Mr.  Hamlin 1328,  1329,  1331 

Mr.  Mnllory 1145 

Mr.  Mason 1328 

Mr.  Pratt 1328,  1329,  1330,  1331 

Mr.  Stuart 1145,  1146. 

1186,  1187,  1211,  1327,  1329,  1330,  1332 

Mr.  Toombs 1145,  1146 

Mr.  Toucey 1331 

Mr.  Walker 1145 

Mr.  Weller 1186 

Paulding,  Hiram,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .184,  266 
Pavie,  Cnarles,*act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of 1996,  2038,  2212,  2219 

Pay — see  Jhmy;  Executirt  and  Judicial   Officers; 

Surgeons'  Mates;  Compensation. 
Pay,  bill  increasing  the,  of  certain  officers  of  rev- 
enue cutters  while  serving  in  the  Navy  of  the 

United  Slates 1898 

Paymaster's  clerks  who  served  in  Mexico,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 144,  145,  407,  870,  1105 

Pearce,  James  Alfred ,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 

Maryland 1, 28,  39,  40, 

44,  50,  67,  74,  143,  159,  195,  288,  407, 
455,  464, 485,493, 607, 6C9, 617, 623,  (186, 
093,773,814,835,861,1105,1186,  1379, 
1389,  1392,  1402, 1403, 1405, 1525, 1627, 
1658,  1738, 1768,  1850, 1912,2089,2171, 
2212,  2215,  2217,  2218 

resolutions  by 173,  288,  455,  1738,  1984 

credentials  of,  ss  a  United  Slates  Senator  from 
the  Slate  of  Maryland,  for  the  term  of  cix 

]        years  from  ihe  4th  of  March,  1855 685 

,    remarks  on  the  resolution  in  regard  to  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  rescuers  of  the  passengers  on 

the  steamship  San  Francisco 173,  174 

'emarks  on  the  bill  to  divide  Ihe  State  of  Ohio 

into  two  judicial  districts 197 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  the  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Patapsco  river  and  Ches- 
apeake Bay 623, 624, 625 

marks  relative  to  the  claims  for  supplies  fur- 
nished Fremont's  battalion,  in  1846 638 

marks  on  the    bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  United  States 

Army,  and  for  other  purposes 706, 710 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
the  portraits  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the 

United  States 990 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  .1300, 1301 
remarks  on  the  House  bill  providing  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the  Chippewa 

Indians  to  certain  land« 1403,  1404 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  direct  a  rei-xaminaiion  of 
the  account  between  the  United  States  and 

the  State  of  Maryland 1526,  1527,  1528 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 

erle .• 1148,1152 

remarks  on  the  billfor  the  relief  of  Susan  Coody 

and  others 1627  ! 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2182, 

2183 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  pension  for 

Sergeant  G.  W.  Torrence 1631,  1632 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  lor  the  relief  of 
John  Oonnell  &.  Son 1848 


Pearce,  James  A.,  of  Marylond — Coniinued. 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 
1770,  1771,  1773,  1774,  1819 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1807, 

1808,  1831, 1846 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..lcf52, 

1856,  1858,  1859,  1880,  1885,  1902, 

1903,  1904,  1941,  1959,  1980,  1981 

remarks  on  the  Indian  upprODri«tion  bill.  .978, 

1982,  1983 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  extension 

of  the  Alexandria  and  Washington    railroad 

into  the  District  of  Columbia 1998,  1999 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill.. . . . .  ..767,  770, 

774,  775,  781,  782,  784,  785,  794,  795,  820 
remarks  on    the  bill  to  repeal  the   Minnesota 

land  bill 2172,  2173,  2175,  2177,  2178 

remarks  on  the  naval  approprinimn  bill.  .2148, 

2149,2150,2153,2154,2158, 

2168,2169,2170,2211 

Pearce,  Jonathan,  act  for  the  relief  of 1996, 

2206,  2209 
Pearson,  John,  heir  of,  papers  of,  referred.  .41)5 
Peale,  Titian  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1912,  1928 
Pember,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .159,  265 
Pennsylvania — see  Grants. 

Pensions,  bill  providing  half  pay  to  Ihe  widows 
and  minor  children  of  officers  and  privates  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  Slates  who  may  die 
in  the  line  of  their  duty  in  the  public  ser- 

vire 956- 

bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  seamen  and  ni  a 

rines 973 

bill  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 3, 1853,'to  widows  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
served  in  the  navy  of  the  Revolution . . .  1321 
Pensions,  invalid,  bill  to  authorize  the  paynientof, 

•in  certain  cases 144, 

145,  3.52,  1628,  1996,  2014,  2039 

bill  to  increase,  in  certain  cases. 551 

Pensioners  of  the  United  States,  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  payment  of  invalid  and 
other,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1855, 
211,  2i2,  249,  1912,  1930 
Pension  laws,  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  ad- 
ministration of. 985,  1475 

Pensions,  the  Committee  on 27,  175,  550 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 80, 

117,  211,  238,  1334,  1347,  1389,  1958 

bills  reported  from 144, 145, 

159,176,  184,186,221,222,352,407,447,464, 
624,  630,  929,  956,  973,  985,  990,  1040,  1280, 
1321,  1335, 1345, 1380, 1472, 1525. 1549, 1716 

reports  from 144,  Iii9,  184,221, 

274, 352, 407, 447, 464, 493, 506, 551 ,  .580, 630, 
897,  1(140,  1082,  1280, 1389,1437,  1511, 1525, 
1601,1681,  1716,2014,2038,2040,2206,2213 

resolutions  reported  from 985,  1058,  1 123 

discharged  from  subjects 145, 

485,  351,  609,  624,773,973,985. 
1040,  1058,  1280,  1471,  1525,  1765 

adverse  reports  from 551, 

624,  630,  835,  886,  b97,  929,  943.  955,  984, 

985,  1041, 10.58, 1082, 1133, 1197, 1280, 1321, 

1380, 1403, 1437, 1461, 1471, 1.525, 1549, 1621 

Public  Buildings  and   Grounds,  the   Committee 

on 27 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 107, 127,  145 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from. . .  .448,  455 
Pension  agents,  bill   making  provision  to   com- 
pensate agents  for  paying  pensions,  and  pre- 
scribing the  lime  and  manner  of  settling  their 

accounts 929,  1439 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 1439,  1440 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 1440 

Mr.  Hunter 14.39,  1440 

Mr.  Shields 1439,  1440 

Mr.  Stuart 1440 

Mr.  Toombs 1440 

Pendleton,  Hon.  John    S. — see  //on.  Robert  C. 

ScJienck. 
Pendergrasi,  Commander  G.  J.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 447,  863,  1104 

Penn,  A.  G.,  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of. 1681, 

1700,  1701,  1738,  1996,  2014,  2039 
Pensacola,  Florida — see .Aatiy-  Yards;  ^Uartiie  Hos- 
pital. 
Perea,  Jose  L. — see  Jlrmijo. 

Perry,  Horatio  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1984 

Peltit,  John,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Indiana, 
1,  51,  74,  92,  99,  103,  104,  105,  107,  176, 
185,  195,  200,  201,  210,  221,  240,  250,  252, 


Pettil,  John,  of  Indiana — Continued. 

274,  292,  303,  335,  376,  :m,  .195,  416,  432, 
439,  447,  448,  464,  47;j,  493,  550,  551,  556, 
590,  593,  609,  630,  766,  773,  790,  a52,  869, 
896,922,929,9.54,1058,  1102,  1103,  1128, 
1135,«1194,  1218,  1223.  1256,  1257,  1321, 
1347,  1511,  1525,  1577,  1593,  1618,  1658, 
1806,  1643,  1844,  1848,  1928,  1984,  1999, 
2000,  2019,  2038,  2077,  2078,  2173,  2179, 
2187,  2202,  2203,  2204,  2207,   2208,  2212, 

2216,   2219 

resolutions  by 5,  28,  99,  211,  835,  1760 

remarks  on  tlit  joint  resolution  conferring  the 
title  of  lieutenant  general 82,  83 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  Ihe  Pioneer 
Manufacturing  Company 186 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  contested  sent  from 
Vermont 196,  197,  250,  317,  572,  639 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Ohio 
into  two  judicial  districts 197 

remarks  cnncerninfi  the  mission  of  the  Papal 
Nuncio  to  the  United  States 225 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Pon- 
cin 531 

remarks  on  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Conrad 
Wheat,  jr 531 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  completion  of 
the  Treasury  Building,  and  also  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  building  for  the  War,  Navy, 
and  Interior  Departments 555 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  the  ffficiency 
of  the  Army  by  retiring  disabled  officers,  593, 

630 

remarks  on  the  protest  of  the  New  England 
clergy  against  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska 
bill 620 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  bids 
for  clothing,  provisions,  and  small-stnren  for 
the  use  of  the  Navy 704,  705 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  for  other  purposes.  .696,  707,  708 

remarks  on  a  proposition  to  go  into  Executive 
session 754 

remarks  on  the  adverse  report  in  the  case  of 
Captain  Grey  and  others 924 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  recompense  the  discoverer 
of  practical  anaesthesia 944 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  353,  450 

(See  also  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting (fublic lands  forth* 
benefit  of  the  indigent  insane 3S9,  494 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritories nf  Nebraska  and  Kansas 1304, 

1305,  1308,  1309,  1766,  1769,  1847,  1848 

remarks,  pergonal  and  explanatory,  having  ref- 
erence to  Hon.  Charles  Sumner..  1549,  1550 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachusetts 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
law 1517,  1518,  1558 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
erle 1135,1152,  1578,  1579 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  Ihe  more  elfeclual  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave  trade  in  Ameri- 
can-built vessels 1592,  1593,  1604 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Pres- 
ident   1060,  1066,  1087,  1068, 1123 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  officers  of  tlie  Senate,  1766, 

1767 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 
555,  930,  1662,  1663,  1719,  1744,  1746, 1748, 
1792,  1811, 1812, 1813, 1815, 1816, 1817, 1844 

remarks  on  Mr.  Benton 's  letter  to  James  Howe, 
of  Indiana 1875,  1876,  1877 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .1943, 
1944, 1971,  1974,  1975,  1976,  1981,  1982 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .998, 
1011,1046,1047,1266 

remarks  on  adjournment  sine  die 1336 

remarks  relating  to  the  Lower  California  expe- 
dition against  Mexico 207 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 746, 

748,749,750,  751,  752,  779,  780, 
781,  785,  786,  1325,  1326,  1327 

remarks  on  the  nay  of  committees'clerkB,  2014 

remarks  on  the  French  spoliation  bill.  .390,  416 
Petet,  Moses — see  Henry  Lewis. 
Pettibone,  Sylvester,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .485, 
493,  864,  1996,  2014,  2039 
Phagan,  John — see  Fagan. 

Philadelphia,  the  frigate — see   Captors;    Courts  in 
JVaiSttchusetts,  Sfc;  Post  Office. 
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Ips,  Samuel  S.,  n  Senator  appoinied  by  the 

Gnvei  nor,  from  Vermont i291,  292,  314 

resolution  in  regard  to  the  right  of,  to  a  seat,  and 

disruiision  thereon 103, 

176,  196,  250,  303,  356,  610,  630,  639,-676 
remarks  by 

Mr.  Badger.. .116,  316,  610,  643,  645,  646 

Mr.  Bayard 252 

Mr.  Butler 116,  197,251,304,317 

Mr.  Clayton 317,  645,  646 

Mr.  Foot 115,  197,610,630,645,676 

Mr.  Geyer 642,  643 

Mr.  Mason 632,  6.39,  640,  645 

Mr.  Phelps 116,304,314,  572,  610 

Mr.  Pratt 317,  318 

Mr.  Sewiird 103,  610,  640 

Mr.  Stuart 643,  C46 

Mr.  Toiic?y 317,  640 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky 316 

Mr.  Walker 644 

Mr.  Williams .• 303 

Pierce,  Levi,  and  Andrew  H"dgp,  jr.,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of 624,  867,  1996,  2014,  2039 

Pierce,  Sherman,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1525,  2039 
Pioneer  Manufacturing  Company  of  Georgetown, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the 75,  185,2188,2196,2216 

'ine  Grove  Academy,  in  Louisiana,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 1912,  1928,  1984 

'ine  Grove  Academy,  in  Louisiana,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 493,  1321 

Pittman,  Dempsey,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  274,  597 

I  Pool,  Sidney  P.,  act  for  the  relief  of.  ..1996,20,38 
Pope's  Nuncio,  call  upon  the  President  for  cor- 
reapondenca  with  the  Papal  States  touchinga 
mission    to   the   United  Slates,  and   answer 
thereto 223,  259 
.    remarks  by — 
Mr.  Adams 225 
Mr.  Butler 223 
Mr.  Cass 223,  225,  259 
Mr.  Dawson.  ...•.•.»■..■.,..• 224 
Mr.  Douglas 224 
Mr.  Everett 224 
Mr.  Pettit 225 

'  Mr.  Weller .226 

kPort  of  entry,  bill  creating  a,  at  Frontera,  in  the 
Stale  of  Texas 1525 
Port  of  entry  and  delivery,  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  Keokuk,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  a 464,  601,  2179 

bill  to  constitute  Keokuk,  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
a  port  of  delivery 506,  2179,  2202 

Pbill  to  establish  a  port  of  delivery  at  Lakeport, 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes 506, 
2039,  2077,  2148 
bill  to  constitute  Tnsrumbia,  in  the  Stale  of 

Alabama,  a  port  of  delivery 1579, 

1658,  2039,  2077,  2078,  2148 

bill  creating  a  collection  district  in  New  York, 

<^^.  to  be  called  the  district  of  Dunkirk,  and  con- 

^H         atituting  Dunkirk  a  port  of  entry,  and  the 

^^B         porta  of  Barcelona,  Silver  Creek,  and  Caila- 

^^B         niugtia  Creek,  ports  of  delivery 1769, 

^m  1810,  1898,  1930 

^^      bill  to  constitute  Rock  Island,  in  the  State  of 

Illinois,  a  port  of  delivery 2217 

I     bill  providing  that  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  shall  be,  &c 159,  432 
bill  to  constitute  Cluincy,  in  the  Stale  of  Illi- 
nois, a 211,  912,  275,  312 
bill  constituting  San  Pedro,  in  the  Stale  of  Cali- 
fornia, a  port  of,  and  of  delivery 395, 
420,2171,2182,2184 
Port  of  New  Orleans,  bill  to  extend  the  limiis  of 
the 74,  294,  442,  454,  474 

Ports  of  delivery,  bill  to  constitute  Pahitka  and 

^_^         Bay  port,  in  the  Stale  of  Florida 288, 

^K  303,  420,  2171,  2179,  2202 

^^g     bill  to  constitute  Dubuque,  in  the  Sialeof  Iowa, 

^M         « 407,  601,  2179,  ^202 

^^B     bill  to  constitute  Cairn,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 

^H        a 447,  1716,1738,  1739,2171,2162,2184 

^^1     bill  to  constituite  Madison,  in  the  Slate  of  Indi- 

^^         ana,  a 1476,  2039,  2077,  2148 

Portraits  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the  United 
States,  a   bill   to  authoriae  the  purchase  of 

the 990 

Porter,  Captain  Thomas,  bill  to  creaieand  provide 

a  pension  for...  1511,  1524,  2213,2217,  2219 

Porter,  Lieutenant  William    D.,  of  the    United 

Slates  Navy,  (House,)  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

1658, 1912, 1928,  2145,  2158 


Post  Office  Department,  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the,  during  the  fiscal  year 

ending  the  30th  of  June,  1855 1740, 

1760,  1984,  2080,  2180,  2185, 
2195,  2196,  2216,  2217,  2219 
remarks  by —  '• 

Mr.  Atchison .2085 

Mr.  Bayard 2080,  2081 

Mr.  Bell 2085,  2086,  2088 

Mr.  Benjamin 2083,  2088,  2089,  2091 

Mr.  Bright. .  .2086, 2087,  2088,  2(J89,  2091 

Mr.  Brodhead 2081,2082,2083 

Mr.  Brown 2084, 

2085,  2086,  2088,  2089,  2090,  2091 

Mr.  Cass 2083,  2085 

Mr.  Chase 2084 

Mr.  Cooper 2082 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 2085 

Mr,  Douglas 2090 

Mr.  Evans 2081 

Mr.  Geyer 2089,  2090 

Mr.  Hunter 2060, 

2081,  2082,  2083,  2084,  2086,  2087,  2180 

Mr.  Johnson 2084,  2088,  2090 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 2088,  2090,  2091 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 2085, 

2087,  2088,  2089,  2091 

Mr.  Mallory 2080 

Mr.  Morton 2081 

Mr.  Pearce 2089 

Mr.  Pratt 2080, 

2081,  2082,  2083,  2087,  2088 

Mr.  Rusk 2080, 

2081,  2082,  2083,  2089,  2090,  2195 

Mr.  Seward 2081,  2082 

Mr.  Slidell 2091 

Mr.  Stuart 2080,  2081 

Mr.  Walker 2081,  2083,  2087,  2090 

Mr.  Weller 2062, 

2083,  2084,  2089,  2090,  2091 

Post  Office  Department,  calls  upon  the 144, 

238,551,886,922,  1681 

communication  from  the 184, 

195,  896,  949,  1020,  1843 
Post  office  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  bill  to  pro- 
vide a  place  for  a,  and  for  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  ihe  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania  376,  407,  676 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Commiitee  on 

the 27,  1021 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 68, 

80,  144.  288,  551,  580,  639,  686,  876,  973, 
1003,  1041,  1360,  1403,  1525,  1739,  1878 

bills  reported  from 407, 

580,  639,  790,  835,  922,  955,  1144,  2015 

reports  from 464,  638,  639, 

922,  1280, 1471, 1716,  1760,  1984,  2015,  2145 

joint  resolutions  reported  from.. 956,  1403,  2014 

Postmasters,  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy ,  847, 

1280,  1389, 1412 

Post  routes,  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  explain  an  act 

entitled   "  An    act  to  establish   certain   post 

roads,  and    for   other   purposes,"  approved 

March  3,  1853 212 

Post  route  bill,  an  act  to  establish  certain  post 

roads 1985,  2180 

Post  routes,  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  a  resolution  to  establi.qh  certain, 
approved  July  12, 1852. .856,  922,  1628, 1701 
bill  to  establish  certain  additional  post  roads, 
2015,  2218,  2219 
Post  road,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  in  the  Stale  of 

California 580, 638 

a  bill  to  make  the  Broad  street  bridge,  over  the 
Cumberland  river,  a  lawful  structure,  and  es- 
tablish it  as  a 639 

Postal  service,  bill  making  provision  for  the,  in  the 
State  of  California,  and  in  Oreeon  ard  Wash- 
ington  1701,1710,  1739,  1930 

Postage,  bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of,  in  the 
United  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes, "  passed 

March  3,  1851 1571,  1594,  1987,2015 

sundry   petitions   praying;  for  a  reduction   of 

ocean 1380 

Poncin,  Peter,  bill  authorizing  a  patent  to  be  is- 
sued to,  for  certain  lands  therein  named,  395, 
464,  .531,  1930,  1985 
Pratt,  Thomas  G. ,  a  Senator  from  Mary  land ,],  39, 
40.  44,  50,  66,  67,68,  73,74.  75,92,  97,  104, 
118,  275,  288,  302,  303,  312,  313,  318,  336, 
3.S7,  376,  389,  391.  392,  416,  439,  440,  465, 
462,  609,  624,  677,  692.  693,  728,  809,  871, 
896,  897,  973,  1003,  1103,  1133,  1144,  1160, 


Pratt,  Thomas  G.,  of  Maryland — Continued. 
1184,  1193,  1224,   1334,   1392,   1402,   1463, 
1517,    1603,  1621,   1626,    1630,  1631,    16,12, 
1810,   2091,  2180,   2204,  2205,   2208,   2215 

resolutions  by 2092,  2214 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Ohio 
into  two  judicial  districts 105 

remarks  on  theClayton-Bulwer  treaty 109 

remarks  concerning  the  commitment  of  all  prop- 
ositions for  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific 119 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hodges  & 
Lansdole 441,728,729,  731,  732,735 

remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  Baltimore,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Palapsco  river  and  Ches- 
apeake bay 624 

remarks  on  the  resolution  affirming  the  right  of 
S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  to  a  seat  in  the 
United  Stales  Senate 317,  318 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  bids 
for  clothing,  provisions,  and  small-stores  for 
the  use  of  the  Navy 704, 705 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  United  States 
Army, and  for  other  purposes.  .695,  706,  710 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .421 

remarks  relative  to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
National  Hotel  Company  of  Washington 
City 1003 

remarks  relating  to  the  establishment  of  an  agri- 
cultural school « 1145 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  the 
Senate  proceedings,  and  the  compensation 
therefor 1202, 1209, 1211,  1220,  1221 

remarks  on  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  William  G. 
Ridgcly 1224 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Nebraska  and  Kangos 1,307, 

1308,  1309 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  printan  additional 

number  of  copies  of  the  Patent  Office  report, 

1328,  1329,  1.330.  1331 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 
2080,  2081 ,  2082,  2083,  2087,  2088 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriaiinn  bill.  .2151, 
2152,  2155,  2159,  2170 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill .  .2184, 
2186,  2187,  2189,  2190 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  direct  a  reexamination  of 
the  account  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  Stale  of  Maryland , 1527 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  change  the  day 
for  the  annual  assembling  of  Congress..  1532 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
erle 1148  1 149 

remarks  relative  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ex- 
tension of  Ihe  Washington  and  Alexandria 

railroad 1473,  1474, 

1475,  1525,  1682,  1912,  1997,  1998,  1999 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Pres- 
ident  1083 

remarks  on  thehomestead  bill,  from  the  House, 
1709,  1710,  1745,  1761,  1792 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1851, 1852, 
1853,  1854,  1855,  1856,  1858,  1879.  1880, 
1883,  1884,  1899,  1901,  1905,  1937,  1942 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .978, 
979,  1010,  1011,  1045,  1047.  1049,  1050 

remarks  on  adjournmentstne  die  1336, 1337, 1391 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claim- 
ants  of  the   privateer  General    Armstrong, 

1490,  1491 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations 
for  the  United  States  courts  in  Boston,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia 1850 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 780, 

782,  783,  784,  785,  786,  797,  800,  816 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  a  limited  credit 

in  payment  of  duties  on  railroad  iron 888, 

889,  891,  892 

remarks  on  the  French  spoliation  bill 390 

remarks  on   the  bill  to  repeal   the   Minnesota 

land  bill 2173,  2175 

Preemption,  bill  for  the  extension  of  the  preemption 
privilege  in  California 186,  455,  487 

bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to,  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands 248 

bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  the 
right  of  preemption  to  certain  purchasers  and 
settlers  on  the  Maison  Rouge  Grant,  in  the 
event  of  the  final  adjudication  of  the  title  in 
favorof  the  United  States, "approved  January 
27,  1851 44,  336, 985, 1004,  1059 
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Prf*mplron — Cmlinnetl. 
bill  to  ptrpetiiale  preemption  to  actual  settlers 

CD  the  public  landa 407 

bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  lands  reserved  for 

railroad  purposes 464,  ''20,  728,  746 

bill  to  authorize  T.  H.  McMonus  to  enter,  by 

fireemption,  certain  land  in  the  Greenaburg 
and  district,  Louisiana 1186, 

1256.  1321,  1658 
bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights," 
&c.,  approved  September  4,  1841 
bill  to  extend  the  right  of,  over  th*  unsurveyed 
landa  in  Minnesota,  and  for  other  purposes, 
1437,  1440,  1700,2204,2209 
President  of  the  United  Siatex,  cnlls  upon  the,  for 
information...!,  5,  14,  38,  68,  144,  159,206, 
223,  227,  243,  275,  288,  312,  313,  406, 
473,  625,  835,  876,  897,  1280,  1568, 
1601,1658,1878,1984,2040,2145,2204 

communications  from  the 107, 

474,  517,  5.50,  607,  746,  774,  JiaG, 
985,  10H2,  1122,  1123.  1146,  1267, 
1324, 1984,  2014, 2040,  2077,  2191 
message  of  the,  vetoing  the  act  making  grants 
of  land  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  for 
the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons. .  .1060 
President's  message,  the  reference  of  the.  .51, 145 
Prewitt,  Uriah,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  and  representatives  of 100,  265 

Proclamation  against  the  Lower  California  fili- 
busters   206 

Proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  in  regard 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident— see  Consliltilion. 

Printing,  the  Committee  on 27,  43,  100,  1021 

reports  from 127,  143,  176,  312, 

313,  570,  638,  773,  1200,  1738,  1984,  2092 

bills  reported  from 144,  176,  312 

adverse  reports  from 773,  1929 

Printing,  public,  engraving,  and  binding,  bill  to 

provide  for  the  execution  of  the.  .67, 144,  312 

communication  from  the  Superintendent  of  the, 

793 

propositions  for  ordering  extra  copies ...  5,  28, 

313,  1013,  1082,  1133,  1145,  1200, 

1324, 1738,  1874,  1986,  2077,  2214 

orders  for  the,  of  reports,  &c 1082, 

1104,1106,  1123,  1194,1760, 
1912,  1929,  1984,  2013,  2092 
joint  resolution  directing  the,  of  certain    pro- 
ceedings and  votes,  (on  the  Nebraska  and 

Kansas  bill) 1850 

Printer,  public,  the  election  of. 14,  28 

Private  Land  Claims,  the  Committee  on.  .27,  117 

clerk  to 221 

discharged  from  subjects 100, 

924,  1511,  1843,2038 

bills  reported  from 100,  104, 

143,  221,  274,  336,  395,  447,  448,  464,  517, 
773,  790,  922,  929,  1194,  1577,  1658,  2203 

■reports  from 580, 

8.i2,  1321,  1511,  1626,  1700,  1984,  2038 

verse  reports  from 922, 

924,  1223,  1256,  1658,  2077 
Michigan,  bill  appointing  commissioners  to 

ascertain  certain  facts  relative  to 448 

lill  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
Antoine  Vasnuez,  Hypolite  Vasqufz,  Joseph 
Vasquez,  and  John  Calligan,  to  enter  certain 

lands  in  Missouri 517,  865 

iltill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  William  H.  Hen- 
derson, and  the  heirs  of  Robert  Henderson, 
to  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Bastrop 

grant 955,  1321,  1585,  1658,  1716,  1769 

(See  Land  Claims.) 
Pnoleau,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  execu- 
tors of. 336,  531.  1930,  1985 

Public  buildings,  bill  to  authorize  the  extension 
and  completion  of  theXreasury  building,  and 
also  the  construction  of  a  building  for  th* 
War,  Novy,  and  interior  Departments.  .455, 
_  555,  1701,  1739 

marks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1701,  1702 

Mr.  Bayard.... 555,  556,  1701,  1702,  1739 

Mr.  Chase 1702 

Mr.  Pettit 555,  556 

Mr.  Seward 1701 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 27 

bills  reported  from 67,185,  211, 

221,  248,  274,  312,  313.  336,  .395,  432,  442, 
517,  551,    609,  686,  930,  985,  1224,   1594 


Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on — Cantimud. 

discharged  from  subjects 143, 

176,  211,336,  352,  391,  517,  639 

reports  from .274. 

493,  516,  517,  531,  580,  638,  790,  834, 
922,  924,  973,  985,1525,  1594,  1681, 
1700, 1739, 1848, 1886,2014,2078,2145 

resolli^ions  of  instruction  to 697,  906,  922 

(See  Ohio.) 
Public  lards,  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price 

of  the 5,  40,  1700 

bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the,  among  the 

States 92 

in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  survey  of  the,  ond  for  other  pur- 
poses  447,  773,  950 

bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 694 

bill  to  provide  for  the  sals  of  certain  portions  of 
the,  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  railroads  and  ca- 
nals  694 

bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the,  to 

actual  cultivators  and  settlers 923, 

924,  1700,  2202,  2203,  2204,  2208 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brodhead 2202 

Mr.  Chase 2202,  2203,  2204 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 2204 

Mr.  Filzpatrick 2202 

bill  to  graduate  the  price  of,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses   1658 

Puig,  Meir  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 1806 

Punishment — see  Counlerfeiling. 
Putnam,  John,  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of 2182 


Queen  City,  bill  changing  the  name  of  the  Amer- 

ican-buill  steamer  Falcon  to  that  of. 118, 

175, 198 
Cluincy — see  Port  of  Entry. 

R. 

Raft— see  Rtd  River. 

Railroad,  bill  authorizing  the  extension  of  the 
Alexandria  and  Washington,  into  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 1334, 1472, 

1525,  1659,  1081,  1848,  1912, 
1997,  2039,  2165,  2182,  2184 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1475,1525,  1997 

Mr.  Badger • 1475, 1682,  1998 

Mr.  Bayard 1998 

Mr.  Bright 1474,  147.5,  1525, 

1601,  1681,  1682,  1997,  1998,  1999,  2105 

Mr.  Brown 1681,  1682,  1998,  1999 

Mr.  Dawson 1473,  1474,  1998 

Mr.  Mason 1472,  1473,  1474, 

1475,  1525,  1526,  1601,  1659,  1681,  1998 

Mr.  Pearce 1998, 1999 

Mr.  Prott 1473,  1474, 

1475,  1525,  1682,  1912,  1997,  1998,  1999 

Mr.  Rusk 1474, 1681,  1682, 1997,  1998 

Mr.  Seward 1601 

Mr.  Stuart 1475,  1999 

Mr.  Toucey 1998 

Mr.  Walker 1474,  1912 

bill  granting  to  Jasper  Strong  and  associates  the 
right  of  way  for  a,  through  the  reserved 
lands,  near  the  navy-yard,  Pensacola,  in  the 

State  of  Florida 1590,  1682 

Marysville  and  Benicia — see  Grants. 
Railroad  to  the  Pacific,  discussion  in  regard  to  the 
commitment  of  all  papers  and  propositions 

concerning  a 118 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 118,  120 

Mr.  Bright 1 19 

Mr.  Butler 120 

Mr.  Chase 118,  120 

Mr.  Gwin 118,  119 

M  r.  Pratt 119 

Mr.  Seward 119 

Mr.  Weller 119 

Railroad  thiough  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  lying  between  the  Atlantic  States  and 
State  of'^California,bill  providingfor  the  con- 
struction of  a  military  and  postal 50,  97 

bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  a,  between 

the  Mississippi  riverand  the  Pacific  coast,  127 

bill  to  incorporate  the  National  Pacific  Railroad 

Company 288,  871 

(See  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Movntain  Railroad.) 


Railroad,  Port  Huron   and  j^jf,  Michigan  Com-^ 
[.any — see  Grants. 
bill  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the 
Valley    of    the    Mississippi   to    the    Pacific 

ocean 610,  876,924,  1089,  1106,  1124 

resolution  providing  for  the  printing  of  the  re- 
ports relating  to  the  Pacific  railroad 1984 

Pacific,  surveys  of 638,  686 

Cincinnati     and     Mackinaw    Company — sea 

Grants 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  bill  to 
authorize  the,  to  extend   their  railroad   to  a 
point  on  the  Potomac  river,  at  or  near  the  City 

of  Washington 876,  886,  2182,  2184 

Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company — see 

Dutifs. 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company — see  Dulirs. 

Southern  Company,  in  Mississippi 1320 

Railroad  iron — see  Dalits. 
Railroads — see  Grants. 

Rallston,  George  J.^ct  for  relief  of .  .1996,  2039 

Ramsay,  Governor,  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Indian  Affairs,  relating  to  the  charges  against, 

474,  1083, 1122, 1123,  1256,  1335,  1348,  1987 

Raoul,  Gaston  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1577, 

1738,  1996,  2014,  2039 

Rawson,  Zebina,  act  for  the  relief  of 199C 

Rayburn,  Samuel  K.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .484, 

487,  693,  720 

Raymond,  Warren,  act  for  the  relief  of 1996, 

2039,  2217,  2219 
Read ,  Harriet  0. ,  executrix  of  Brevet  Colonel  A . 

C.  W.  Fanning,  bill  for  the  relief  of 407, 

600,  1898,  1912,  1930 
Reciprocity  treaty — see  Treaty. 
Reddick,  Nathaniel,  administrator  of  Richard  Tay- 
lor, deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of.l912, 1928 
Red  river,  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  removal 

ol  the  raft  of 1404 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Johnson 1404,  1405 

Mr.  Rusk 1405 

Mr.  Slidell 1404 

Mr.  Walker 1404,  1405 

Registers,  new — ate  Johyi  Dullon ;  .Iccessory  Tran- 
sit Company;  Steamer  El  Paragtuiy;  .'i66jj 
Frances;  .fames  Rose;  Jlbtona;  Glamorgan. 

Religious  freedom  abroad 835, 

929,  1122,  1187.  1194 
(See  John  Bell;  Levis  Cass;  S.  R.  Mallory;  George 
E.  Badger.) 
Reintree,  Henry  L.,a  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .624, 
868,  1996,  2014,  2039 
Reporters — see  Com/ieiuaJion. 
Reservations — see  Mtilary  Reserrations;   fViseon- 
sin;  Hunter;  Railroad;  Indians. 
bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  reserved  lands  in 

certain  cases 159 

bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  reserved  lands,  and 

for  other  purposes 159,  184, 1585,  1622 

bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  lands  reserved  for 

railroad  purposes 464,  720,  746 

bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  sixteenth  sec- 
tions within  the  limits  of  the  twelve  miles 

square  reservation  in  Alabama 856 

bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  school  districts 
in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  within  the 
twelve  miles  square  reservation  in   the  State 

of  Alabama 856,  922,  1339,  1373,  1381 

bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
reserved  township  in  Gibson  county,  in  the 
State   of  Indiana,' "  approved    August    11, 

1842 1133,  1144, 1886 

Retiring  list — see.'irmt/. 

Retrenchment,  the  Committee  on ' 37 

bills  reported  from 1590 

reports  from 17G 

Revenue  frauds,  instructions   to  the  committee 

on 28 

Revenue  laws,  joint  resolution   authorizing  the- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  expense 

of  codifyingand  revising  the 28, 

770,  774,  790,  856,  866 
Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on. . .  .271 

reports  from 336,985,  1471,3039 

bills  reported  from 336, 

389,  929,  985,  1041,  1194,  1389,  1456,  1472 

discharged  from  subjects 455, 985,  1456 

adverse  reports  from 984 

Officers — see  Claims. 
Rhode    Island,  brigade,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the,  in  the 
revolutionary  war 104,  117 
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Rhode  Island — ConHntud. 
to  act  of  ihe  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of,  an-  | 
nulling  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court 
of  that  State,  in   the  case   of  Thomas  W. 

Dorr 1020 

(See  Jitdga;    Slattry  Extetuicn;    Thomas  W. 
Dorr.) 
Rhodes,  Thomss,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .790,  870 
Ricbanjfon,  ithiel  S.,  proceedings  relating  to  the 

atmospneric  telegraph  of. 473, 

15C6,  1874,  2148 

Rich,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1716 

Kiddie,  Edward,  Commissioner  to  World's  Fair, 

proposition  to  pay 1903 

RjdftlT,  Willum  G.,  bill  forthe  relief  of 265, 

327,861,  1103,1224 

Right  of  way — sea  Grants. 

Ringgold,  Major  Samuel,  lateof  the  United  Slates 

Army,  joint  resolution,  directing  a  sword  to 

be  presented  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of, 

92, 99, 184 
Rio  Hondo  claims — see  f-and  Claims. 
Rirer  and  harbor  bill,  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the   repair,  preservation,  and  completion 
of  certain  public  works  heretofore  commenced 
ander  the  authority  of  law..  171G,  1898,  1986, 
-7,  2000,  2024, 2040,  2195,  2209,  2216 
idii  for  debate.) 
U,.i,,  j,.i..i  C. — see  Dtbatcs. 
Road, bill  to  provide  for  thecontinuation  of  a  mili- 
tary, from   Myrtle  Creek,  to  Scottoburg,  in 

Oregon 1437,  1440,  1472,  1621,  1701 

bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  military, 

in  the  Territory  of  Utah 1437, 

1440,  1472,  1621,  1701 

Roadi,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  con- 

'.  of  certain  military,  in  the  Territories 

.'    .    aska  and  Washington 1626 

biJi  ma.king  appropriations  for  continuing  the 
conslriiclioft  of  the,  in  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota, in  accordance  with  the  estimates  made 

by  the  War  Department 1059, 

1389,1621,  1739 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  Committee  on 3768 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 44,  118 

adverse  reports  from 876, 

reports  from 1716 

Roads  and  wells — see  Si\o  Mexico. 
Robertnon,  James,  proceedings  in  case  of...  .1593 
Robtria,  Benjamins. ,  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  for 
the  relief  of,  44,  50,  67, 195, 198,212, 221, 327 
Robbson,  Beverly — see  }¥iiliam  A.  Duer. 
Rock  Island,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  hill  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of,  and  for  other  purposes,  376,  790 
(See  PotU  ofEiUry  ani  Delivny.) 
Rockwell,  Julias,  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
liOii,  1680, 1699, 1716, 1805, 1931, 2144, 2217 

resolutions  by 2145 

rtmarka  on  the  petition  from  Massachusetts  rel- 
ative to  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
1472,  1513,  1514,  1553 
Ross,  James,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  Ameri- 
can-boilt  brig  Hallowell  to  (hat  of,  and  to  grant 

her  a  new  register 1658, 1681,  1700,  1739 

Rogue  River  Indian  war — see  Indians. 
Roman  Catholics — see  Religious  Freedom  Abroad. 
Roman,  A.  B.,  of  Louisiana,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
1584,  1594,  1626,  1701 

Rove,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of 3.35, 

464,  864,  984,  1040,  1420,  1461 

Rules,  proposition  for  amendment  of  the. .  14,  26, 

51,  68,  80.  127,  159,  211,  227,  238, 

240,302, 1058, 1160,  1380, 1389,  2092 

proposition  for  suspension  of  the 5148, 

2174,2182 
Rusk.  Thomas  J . ,  a  Senator  from  Texas . .  1 ,  355, 
358,  407,  419,  485,  486,  571,  580,  607, 
625,  6.18,  640,  693,  773,  862,  875,  886, 
897,  922,  943,  944.  955,  972,  10O3,  1082, 
1107,  1145, 1277,  1321,1331, 1335,1345, 
1380, 1403,  1471,  1525, 1000, 1628,  1632, 
1680,  1716,  1739, 1769,  1789, 1790, 1878, 
lfi99,  1912,  1929, 1984, 1987,  1996,  1999, 
2815.  2019,  2078,  2092,2145,2147,2148, 
2178,  2196,  2206 

resolutions  by 487,  551,  1739 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .353 

reiaarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  the 

Senate  proceedings,  and    the  compenRation 

Ibtrefor 1211,  1222 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  dep- 
uty postmasters 1280,  1281 

remarks  on  the  reiiolution  concerning  the  re- 
moval of  lb«  rafl  of  Red  river 1405 


Rusk,  Thomas  J.,  of  Texas — Coniinued. 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  change  the  day 

for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress,  1530, 1532 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachusetts 

petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

law ir>53,  1557 

remarks  on   the  bill  to  establish  a  steam  mail 

line  between  California  and  China 1568, 

1569,  1570,  1571 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  extension  of 

the  Washington  and  Alexandria  railroad  into 

the  District  of  Columbia 1474, 

1681,  16S2,  1997,  1998 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed    by   the 

President 1147,  1460 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  K. 

Glenn 1760 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  organization 

of  the  officers  of  the  Senate 1767,  1768 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill, from  the  House, 

1126 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2158, 

2159,  2163,  2170 

remarks  on  the  mail  steamer  bill 2197, 

2198,  2199,  2200 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zadock  C. 

Ingram 517,  639 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pav  and  in- 
crease   the  efficiency  of  the   UnileO    States 
Army,  and  for  other  purposes,  095,  696,  766 
remarks  relative  to  going  into  secret  session, 

753,  754 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M. 

Gosgin 835 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  uf  Jeffries  and 

Smith 955 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1807, 

1808,  1846,  1847 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1881, 

1885,  1K99,  1901,  1930,  1932, 1934,19.35, 

19.37, 1940,  1943, 19.W,  1966, 1978, 1979, 1980 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 996, 

1010,  1011,  1012,  1025,  1020, 

1042,  1044,  1049,  1147,  1285,  1325 

remarks  relating  to  the  post  route  bill 1985 

remarks  relating  to  the  Texas  navy  bill. .  .1985  i 

remarks  on  adjournment  sine  die 1338, 

1339,  1390,  1391 

remarks. on  the  deficiency  bill 775, 

781,  811,  812,  817,  818,  819,  820,  821 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  fora  limited  credit 

in  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  railroad  iron, 

888 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  Slate 
of  Louisiana  for  constructing  a  railroad  from 
Algiers,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the  Sa- 
bine, &c 356 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2080,  2081,  2082,  2083,  2069,  2090,  2195 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House 

explanatory  of  the  law  regulating  the  number 

of  cadets   to   be  appointed   to  the  Military 

AcMtmy  at  West  Point 694,774,  837 

Russell,  Gilbert  C,  bill  forthe  relief  of 1877 

Russell,  ThomasS.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 464, 

864,  1930,  1985 
Russell,  William  H  — see  JoAn  S.  Jones. 
Russian  Minister — see  Bodisco. 
Rutherford,  Mary,  widow  of  Samuel  Rutherford, 
act  for  the  relief  of 1996 

S. 

Salt  Springs — see  Wiseonsin. 
San  Francisco,  joint  resolution  manifesting  the 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  vessels,  and  others  engaged  in 
the  rescue  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  ths 
Army,  the  passengers,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  steamship,  from  periahinRon  the 
wreck  of  that  vessel.  .336, 465,  483,  487,973 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 974 

Mr.  Brodhead 974 

Mr.  Gwin,  465, 487, 973,  974, 975, 976,977 

Mr.  Hamlin 975, 976 

Mr.  Hunter 974 

Mr.  Mallory 483,  976 

Mr.  Seward 976 

Mr.  Shields..  .465,  483,  487,  973,  974,  976 

Mr.  Slidell 483,  976 

resolution  in  regard  to  an  acknowledgment  to 
the  rescuers  of  the  passengers  on  the  steam- 
ship  173 


San  Francisco,  remarks  on  the  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  an  acknowledgment  to  the  rescuers  of 
the  passengers  on  the  steamship,  by — 

Mr.  Badger 175 

Mr.  Butler 175 

Mr.  Gwin 174,  175 

Mr.  Houston 175  . 

Mr.  Mason 174 

Mr.  Pearce 173,  174 

Mr.  Shields 174,  175 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  United  Slates  troops 
who  were  sufferers  by  the  recent  disaster  to 

the  steamship  211, 

212,  249,  432,  447,  454,  569,  720 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Johnson 249 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 249 

Mr.  Shield 249 

committee  of  conference  in  regard  to  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  United  States  trnnps  on 

board  the 454,484,569,596 

Sandwich  Islands,  call  for  information  concern- 
ing  1,288 

SanfonI,  H.  S.,  bill  for  tht  relief  of 1590, 

1849,  1886,  2212 
Sanger,  William  P.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .274, 

597,  1766,  1791 
San  Pedro,  California — see  Port  nf  Enlrtj. 
Savannah,  Georgia,  memorial  for  post  office  at. .955 

Snvage,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1984 

Schenck,  Hon.   Robert  C,  and  Hon.  John  S. 

Pendleton,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1716 

Schools,  grants  of  lands  for — see  Gron/«;  Rtserca- 
lions;  Agricultural  Schools. 

Sears,  David  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 790 

Sebutian,  William  K.,  a  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas  1,  43,  50,  51, 

81,  92,  99,  100,  143,  14.5,  184,  185,  227,  2.19, 
247,  24«,  274,  3.14,  335,  .137,  42!),  4,55,  473, 
494,  551,  501,  5SU,  581,  607,  639,  875,  9:10, 
1041, 1091, 1123, 1256, 1298, 1335,1.148, 1359, 
13al,  1455, 14.56, 1631, 1626, 1658,1659,1661, 
1682, 1832, 1912, 1985, 1987, 1999, 2144,  2180 

resolutions  by 68, 

144,  420,  493,  639,  1123,  1256,  1360,  1658 
remarks  concerning  an  increase  of  fees  to  clerks, 

marshals,  and  attorneys 198 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. .354, 

355 
(See  also  Appendix.) 

rsinarks  relative  to  withdrawing  certain  papers 
relating  to  ths  case  of  Governor  Ramsay, 

1083,  1122 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  provide  for  the 

extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the  Chippewa 

Indians  to  certain  lands 1403,  1404 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the 
benefit  of  the  indigent  inoane,  vetoed  by  the 

President 1195,  1196,  1281,  1439 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1972,  1974 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill .  .979, 

990,  992,  994,  995,  996,  997,  998,  999,  1004, 

10115,    lOUG,    1011,  1012,  1026,  1027,  1028, 

1041,    1042,    1044,  1045,  1046,  1047,  1048, 

1049,   1051,   1090,  1139,  1141,  1261,  1262, 

1263,   1264,   1266,  1285,  1286,  1287,    1325 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill... 2187 

Secrecy,   resolution     instructing    the    Judiciary 

Committee  to  report  such  amendments  to  the 

rules  as  will  remove  the  injunction  of,  on  the 

final  action  upon  nominations  in  Executive 

session .302 

Secret  session,  discussion  in  regard  to  eoing  into, 
for  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 753,  754,  755,  756,  886 

Mr.  Bayard 756 

Mr.  Brodhead 752,  754 

Mr.  Brown 753 

Mr.  Butler 754,  755 

Mr.  Clay 7.52,  7.53 

Mr.  Clayton 753,  754,  755 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 7.52,  753 

Mr.  Douglas 752,  755 

Mr.  Gwin 752 

Mr.  Hamlin 754 

Mr.  Mason 752,  753,  754,  755,  886 

Mr.  Pettit 754 

Mr.  Rusk 753,754 

Mr.  Shields 752,  753,  754,  755 

Mr.  Stuart 753,  7.55 

Mr.  Toucey ^56 

Mr.  Walker 752,  753 
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Senate,  hour  of  meeting I 

rules  of  udmisBion  to  the  floor  of  the 159, 

211,227,238 

(See  Officers;  Ccnliment  Fund.) 
Senators,  the  pay,  mileage,  &.c. — aee  Contingent 

Fund. 
Seneca  Itidians — aee  Indiana. 
Seward,  William  H.,  a  Senator  from  the  State 

of  New  York 1,28,39, 

44,  50,  C6,  73,  74,  80,  96,  97,  99,  103,  115, 
117,  144,  145,  148,  247,  248,  249,  274,  275, 
288,290,303,312,334,  378,  389,  391.  392, 
406,  407,  416,  418,  421,  432,  434.  442,  446, 
464,  484,  506,  517,  531,  550,  551,  580,  597, 
607,  630,  677,  685,  686.  693,  875,  886,  922, 
929,  933.  956,  972.  985,  989,  1040,  1082, 
1298,  1320,  1.S38,  1339,  1345,  1412,  1436, 
1455,  1456.  1471,  1472,  1511,  1549,  1554, 
1555,  1566,  1568,  1621,  1699.  1716,  1738, 
1740,  1986,  2040.  2077,  2078,  20W),  2147, 
2180,  2196, 2202, 2203,2204,2207, 2208,2217 

resojuiions  by 1,  68,  75,  97,  922 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  right  of  iVIr.  Phelps  to 
a  seal 103,  610,  640 

remarks  concerninE  the  commitment  ot^all  prop- 
]      nsitiona  for  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific 1 19 

remarks  connected  with  hia  request  to  be  dis- 
charged from  further  service  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  .550 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  G. 
Bishop  and  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Arnold,  deceased 595 

remnrks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  R. 
NeviiiB 598,  599 

remarks  on  the  protest  of  the  New  England 
clergy  against  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska 
bill 622,623 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 
increase  the  ffliciency  of  the  United  Slates 

Army ,  and  for  other  purposes 696 

L.remark8  on  the  bill  to  prevent  unnecessary  de- 
leys  in  the  unloading  of  cargoesarriving  from 

foreign  ports 943 

,  remarks  on  the  Joint  resolution  manifesting  the 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  rescuers  of 
the  passengers  on  board  the  steamship  S/tn 
Francisco T 976 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .520 

(See  also  .Ijtpendix) 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  relative  to  the  Africanization  of 
Cuba 1300 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  certain  doc- 
uments relating  to  governmental  changes  in 
France,  and  European  penal  codes 1346 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2148, 

2152 

remarks  on  the  United  Slates  mail  steamer  bill, 

2197,2198,  2199,  2200,  2201,  2216,  2218 

:  remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimania 

of  the  privnieer  General  Armstron? 1491, 

1493,  1494 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriminn  bill, 

2081,  2082 

remarks  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  ship 

canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara 608, 

609,1461 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2182, 

2186,  2190 

,  remarks  relating  to  the  bills  for  the  relief  of 

Betsey  Nash,  and   the  widow  of  James  C. 

Botchelder 2016,  2017,  2021 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  a  limited  credit 
in  the  payment  of  duties  on  railroad  iron, 

887,  891 

remarks  relative  to  the  repeal  of  the  Minnesota 
land  bill 2173,  2177 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana  to  build  a  railroad  from  Shreve- 
port  to  the  Mississippi  river... 408,  409,  410 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning 
suspension  of  neutrality  laws 1024,  1025 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  coinage  of  lareer 
gold  pieces 1418 

remarks  on  introducing  a  bill  to  regulate  navi- 
gation to  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  vessels  owned 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases 1461 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  line  of  mail 

steamships   between   California  and    CHinn, 

1566,  1.567,  1568 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  extension  of 
the  Washington  and  Alexandria  railroad  in'o 
the  District  of  Columbia 1601 


Sewaid,  William  H.,of  New  York — Continued. 
remarks  on  a  resolution  to  change  the  hour  for 

the  daily  meeting  of  the  Senate 1605 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
elit  of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Pres- 
ident  1083, 

1088,  1089,  1405,  1439,  1460,  1620 
(See  also  Jippendix.) 

remarks  on  lUg  proposition  to  print  a  Compen- 
dium of  the  Seventh  Census 1700 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  extension 
and  completion  of  the  Treasury    building, 

&c 1701 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  tiouse, 

555,  1708, 1722,  1745 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1027, 

1045,  1046, 1048 

Sewall,  Robert,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of ;  .693,  869 

Seymour,  Calvin  B.,  and  Willard   H.  Boynton, 

bill  fur  the  relief  of. 955,  1629 

Shaw,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1626 

Shiy,  John,  bill   to   extend  a  patent  heretofore 

granted  to,  of  Georgia 1144,  1630 

Shields,  James,  a  Senator  from  Illinois 1,  28, 

44,  66,  67,  73,  74,  80,  81,  86,  103,  104, 
106, 107, 118, 143, 144, 176, 177,  ltl4,  185, 
195,  201,  206,  223,  238,  242,  243,   250, 

f59,  264,  265,  274,  292,  294,  312,  376, 
07,  440,  441,  442,  447,  463,  464,  465, 
493,  517,  607,  638,  639,  686,  693,  720, 
766,  773,  834,  835,  856,  862,  897,  929, 
955,  956,  998,  1040,  1041,  1082,  1083, 
1108,  1144,  1186,  1199,  1256,  1267,  1379, 
1389,  1391,  1402,  1437,  1567,  1568,  1571, 
1658,  1716,  1T3H,  1739,  1760,  1766,  1768, 
1805,  1849,  185U,  1912,  1929,  1987,  1997, 

2014 

resolutions  by 81,  302,  1958 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  conlerrine  the 

title  of  lieutenant  general 81,82,83,  85 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  regard  to  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  rescuers  of  the  passengers 
on  the  slealtiehip  San  Francisco. . .  .174,  175 

remarks  on  the  death  of  M.  Bodisco 242 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufl'er- 

ers  on  board  the  San  Francisco,  249, 250,  5G9 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hodges  & 

Lansdale 440,  441 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Army,  by    retiring  of  disabled  officers, 
293,  294,  569,  593,  630 
remarks  touching  the  claims  for  supplies  fur- 
nished to  Fremont's  battalion  in  1846 638 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relative  to 
bids  fur  clothing,  provisions,  and  small-stores 

for  the  use  of  the  Navy .' 694,705 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease  the  efficiency   of    the   United  States 

Army,  and  for  other  purposes 695, 

696,  697,  705,  706,  708,  709,  710 
remarks  relative  to  going  into   Executive  ses- 
sion  752,  753,  754,  755 

remarks  on  presenting  a  memorial  r^^uesting 
the  appointment  of  a  scientificcommission  to 
investigate  the  "spiritual "phenomena.  .923, 

924 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1855 973 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  manifesting  the 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  rescuers  of  the 
passengers  on  board  the  steamship  Sail  Fran- 
cisco  465,  483,  487,  973,  974,  976 

remarks  relating  to  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Missouri  and  Wisconsin  relative  to  spiriliinl 

manifesiations 1082 

remarks  concerning  the  construction  of  a  ship 

canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara 609 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 749,750, 

767,  768,  770,  775,  776,  777,  778,  780,  781 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit  of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed    by   the 
President,  1083, 1085,  1086.  1087,  1089,  1281 
remarks  on  presenting  the  petition  of  the  Icarian 

community 1658 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 

1661,  1664,  1723,  1725,  1740,  1744,  1745, 

1746,  1748,  1775,  1811,  1813,    1843 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1807,    1808 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill... 1851, 

1852,  18.55,  1856,  1879, 

1900,  1901,  1942,  1979.   1980 

remarks  on  adjouroment  sine  die. . .  .1338,  1339 


Shields,  James,  of  f"'>)ois— Continued. 

remarks  relating  '"  "le  Lower  California  ext 

dition  against  Mexico 

remarks  on  the  joint  resoluiion  from  the  House 
explanatory  of  the  law  regulating  the  number 
of  cadets  to   be  appointed  to  the   Miliii 

Academy  at  West  Point 693JI 

694,  774,835,830,  I 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  com- 
pensation to  pension  agents 1439,  1440 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
rescueis  of  the  sulTerers  on  board  the  steam- 
ship San  Francisco AGS, 

483,  487,  973,  974,  976 
Shipwrecked  on  the  coasts  of  the  ITnited  Stales- 
bill  for  the  better  preservation  of  life  snd  proji 

erty  from  vessels 1,360,  176" 

Shreveporl,  Louisiana — see  Ports    of  Entry 

Ddirery;  Tuscumbia  Bill. 
Sickness — see  EmigrittK  Ships. 
Sigler,  Isaac  M  ,  of  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  bill 

for  ttie  relief  of 1912, 1929,  203 

Silver  Creek,  New  York — see  Ports  of  Entry  i 

Delirery. 

Simington,  J.  W.,  letter  of  to  Senator  Chase  il 
regard  to  the  publication  of  the  address  of  in 
dependent  Democrats  in  Congress,  touchinn 

slavery  in  Nebraska,  &c ~ 

Simmons,  Seneca  G.,  bill  for  relief  of .  .897,  110 

Simonds,  Priscilla,  bill  for  the  relief  of 74 

160,  1511,  1551,  1S~ 
Simonds,  Captain  Lewis  E  ,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

1912,  1928,  1984,2000j 
Simonlon,  Isaac  P.,  deceased,  l>ill  for  the  relief  o^ 

the  legal  representatives  of 148 

160,  693,  869,  886,  ^~  _ 
Simpton,  Captain  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of," 

1848,  1849,  1930 
Silgreave,  Captain  Lorenzo,  report  of  tlie  expedi- 
tion of,  down  the  Zuili  and  Colorado  riversj 

IS 
Slacum,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  p«r^ 

Bona!  representative  of 517,  865,  110 

Slave  trade  in  the  West  India  Islands,  resolution" 
of  instruction  to  the  Commitlee  on   Foreien 
Relations  relative  to  the  African.  .1257,  1280, 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clayton. .1257,  1258,  1259,  1260, 126<_ 

Mr.  Mallory 1259 

Mr.  Slidell 1258,  1261 

Mr.  Weller 1259,  1261 

bill  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the.  in 

American-built  vessels 1511,  1591,  1603_ 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clayton 1511J 

1591,  1598,  1593,  1603,  16" 

Mr.  Hamlin 1591 

Mr.  Hunter 1593,  1603,  16041 

Mr.  Pettit 1592,1593,  1604 

Slavery,  bill  to  prohibit,  in  the  Territories  of  the 

United  States 1513,  1739 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chase 1739,  1740 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1740 

Mr.  Seward 1740_ 

Mr.  Stuart 174 

in  the  Territories,  memorial  for  the  prohibitir 

of. IS 

appeal  of  independent  Democrats  in  Congrea 
against  the  establishment  of  slavery  in 

braaka 28l 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  on 

the,  question 9S' 

extension  of,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  i 

Rhode  Island  on  the 

Slavin,  Parmelia,  widow  of  John  Blue,  deceased^ 

bill  for  the  relief  of 335,  464,  1104 

Slidell,  John,  a  Senator  from  Louisiana IJ 

14.  27.  28,  44,  66,  67,  73,  81,  97,  993 
186,200,206,211,  212,  239,  241,  2883 
291,  302,  312,  355,  407,  409,  416,  4203 
447,  448,  450,  474,  493,  496,  551.  6693 
600,  607,  609,  610,  638,  685,  686,  6931 
773,  790,  861,  866,  867,  871,  955,  IDSOjj 
1102,  1104,  1144,  1186,  1196, 
1277,  1331,  1334,  1335,  1340, 
13.59,  1380,  1403,  1418,  1420, 
1552,  1582,  1583,  1585,  1590, 
1618,  1631,  1681,  1701,  17.38, 
1805,  1849,  1886,  1899,  1928, 
2000, 2021, 2038. 2040, 2077, 2078, 2092? 
2145, 2146,2169,  2171, 2179.  2201,  2212" 

resolutions  by 302,303,624,  625,  1021, 

1194,  1223,  1256,  1403,  1878,  2039,  2078, 
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af  Louisiana — Continued. 
he  bill  lo  authorize  ibe  ixouance  of 
'  lands  in  ihe  Slatea  and  Terrilurien 

cases G39 

teiu^xw  .11  ihe  joini  resohition  nianu'esiing  the  < 
sense ol'  Congress  townrds  the  rescuers  of  the 
passengers  on  board  the  stenmtihip  Han  Fran- 

cttco 4H3,  976 

remarks  oit  the  resolution  relative  to  the  African 
slave  trade  in  the  West  India  Islands  ,.1258, 

1361 
remarks  on    the  resolution  concerning  the  re- 
moval of  the  raft  of  Red  river 1404 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Ibe  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Pres- 
ident  1620 

remarks  relating  to  the  correction  of  his  vote 

upon  Ihe  Journal 1760 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 

1748,  1749 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  .  .1862, 

■   -"    '■ -^  1881,  1899,  1905,  1906,  1934, 

1943,  1960,  1961,  1966.  1967, 

:      J,  1971,1972,1981,  1982,2023 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill..  1013 

remarks  on  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants 

of  the  privateer  General  Armstrone  ..  .1487, 

1490,  1491,  1493 

-«-nr'^-  'in  the  deficiency  bill 1325 

:,  ihe  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 
>      -i^an,  to  construct  the  Oakland  and 

Ottawa  railroad 364,  365 

rtinsrk*  on  the  bill  granting  land  lo  the  State 

■  L.      -  iana,  for  constructing  a  railroad  from 

'^n  the  Miasiesippi  river,  to  the  Sa- 

^.;.. .  .V ; 356,  357 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning 
the  suspension  of  the  neutrality  laws.  .1021, 

1024,  1025 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 
rescuers  of  the  sufferers  on  board  the  steam- 
ship San  Francisco 4?3.  976 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill.  2091 
remarkioD  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2187, 

2188 

"  ■    !.   William  C.  Green,  and  Naihafl 

.ih,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1843,  2213 

. ^eth  C,  a  female  soldier,  bill  for  the 

f  of. 336,  484,  487 

James  U.,  and   Charles  Stevens,  bill   for 

toe  relief  of. 2215 

"rriitt,  Joseph,  assignee  of  acertain  land  warrant, 

bill  for  ihs  relief  of. 447,  857 

-^.-nith,  Larkin,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  iif, 

1912,  1928 
Mnith,  Mrs.  Frances,  bill  granting  an  increase  of 

pension  to 1345 

^"nttn,  Truman,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut. .  1, 

27,  39.  352,  378.  391,  .396, 

485,  517,  875,  1021,  12.'i5 

letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  896 

remarks   on   presenting  the  resolutions  of  the 

General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  deprecating 

the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  12.56, 

■    1257 
-■flitb,  William  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,2000, 2014 

SmithaoDian  Institution,  regents  of  the 455 

anooal  report  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the, 

1912 

resolutioo  lo  print  the  same 1984 

Sriodgrass,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 407, 

897,  1108,  1930 
"SOW,  Henry  J.,  of  Rome,  New  York,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 335,  1525,  2147,  2158 

:^^1ar  compass,  bill  to  authorize  the  use  of  the,  in 
the  public  surveys. . .  .329,495,  570,  581,  601 
(See  Burt.) 
-imemlle.  Dr.  William,  bill  for  the  relief  nf  the 

legal  representatives  of. 74,  92,  105 

:  Jath  Carolina,  bill  to  indemnify  the  Slate  of,  for 

money  expended  for  the  United  States  in  the 

war  in  Florida  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  44 

Ninth  Carolina — see  Iridemnity, 

-oBthmayd,  Horace,  &  Son,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

693,869,  1106, 
"pain,  report  of  the  Commiltee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions,  touching  affairs   between  the  United 

Stales  and 2178 

-:;iriiaal  manifesiations 953,  1082 

'  >oliations,  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment 
and  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  American 
citizens   for    spoliations   committed    by    the 

French  prior  to  the  year  1801 50,  67, 

74,80,  92,  184,  240,  337.  377,  390,  416,  420 


Spoliations,  remarks  on  preceding  bills,  by — 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 390 

Mr.  Hamlin 390 

Mr.  Pettit 390, 416 

Mr.  Pratt .390 

Mr.  Weller 417 

SlaSbrd,  Abigail,  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

an  act  for  the  relief  of 389, 

862,  1103,  1418,  1437,2078 

SlafTord,  Aaron,  bill  fur  the  relief  of 335, 

447,  863,  886 

Staples,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of 335, 

1601,  1739,  1805 
State  Department,  communications  from  the.  .27, 

39,  184 

calls  upon  the 1133 

letters  from  the 1494 

Stales  of  this  Union,  a  bill  to  do  jusiic*  to  all 

the . . : 517 

Stearns,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1525 

Steam,  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  net  to 
provide  for  the  belter  security  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  board  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam, and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' "  approved  August  30,  4852 1461 

Steamships  San  Francisco  and  Wiufield  Scott — 

see  Officers  nnd  Soliliers. 
Steamships — see  Steam  Line. 
Steamship  Washiiigluii,  resolution  relating  to  the 

otiicers  and  crew  ofihe 1223 

Steam  frigates,  bill  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  six  steam  frigates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  455,  465,  847,  856 

Steam  line,  bill  u>  establish  a  line  of  mail  steam- 
ships from  San  Francisco,  via  the  Sandwich 

Islands,  to  Shanghai,  in  China 51, 

1471,  1566,  1568,  1601 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams l.')67,  1568 

Mr.  Brown 1569,  1570,  1571 

Mr.  Clay 1571,  1601 

Mr.  Evans 1569 

Mr.  Gwin 1566, 

1567,  1563,  1569,  1570,  1571,  1601 

Mr.  Hamlin 1568 

Mr.  Johnson 1570 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1570 

Mr.  Mallory 1568 

Mr.  Mason 1568,  1601 

Mr.  Rusk 1568,  1569,  1570,  1571 

Mr.  Seward 1566,  1567,  1568 

Steen,  John,  act  for  the  relief  of 1996,  20.19 

-Steenrod,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1877, 

1984,2039,2168,2180 

St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  Railroad  Company, 

bill  grantingthe  right  of  way  lo  the,  through 

the  arsenal  magazine  and  Jefferson  barrack 

tracts 389, 1041,  1083 

Stevens,  Isaac  1.,  Governor  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, letter  of 979 

Stewart,  Adam  D.,  a  paymaster  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..184, 

484,  487 
Stockton,  Francis  B.,bill  for  the  relief  of,  67,260 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 261,  262 

Mr.  Brodhead 260,  261,  262,  263 

Mr.  Chase 261,  262 

Mr.  Filzpalrick ; 260,  261 

Mr.  Hunter 260,  261,262 

Stoll,  Urban,  bill  for  the  relief  of 990, 

1440,  1996,  2014,  2039 

Strader,  C.  M.  dk  Co.,  joint  resolution  for  the 

settlement  of  lbs  claim  of  the  late  firm  of, 

2014 
Strain,  Lieutenant  J.  G.,  joint  resolution  mani- 
festing the  sense  of  Congress  towards  Com- 
mander Edward  Marshall,  commanding  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Virago,  and  ihe  offi- 
cers and  crew  who  were  detached  by  his 
order  for  the  relief  of  the  surveyine  party 

under  the  command  of 1199, 1320 

Strong,  Jasper,  and  others — see  Railroads. 
Stuort,  Charles  E.,  a  Senator  from  Michigan.  .1, 
27,  50.  67,  92,  104,  117,  144,  19.'),  21 1,  212, 
221,  222,  239,  241,  274,  275,  294,  343,  345, 
355,  356,  357,  363,  365,  396,  441,  448,  455. 
482,  483,  493,  494,  507,  531,  556,  607,  695, 
705,  721,773,790,  8.34,  a56,  861,  8C4,  866, 
869,  870,  886,  888,  892,  907,  922,  956,  989, 
1083,  1103,  1104,  1105,  1122,  1123,  1124, 
1199,  1256,  1280,  1332,  1347,  1353,  1359, 
1412,  1440,  1476,  1494,   1511,   1525,   I58S, 


Stuart,  Charles  E.,  nf  Michigan — Corxlinued. 
1585,   1603,   1604,   1605,   1628,   1658.  168^, 
17.39. 1740,  1761, 17(59,  J791, 18i)5, 1898, 191^7, 
1999, 2000, 2015, 2016, 2021, 2077, 2170,2171, 
2179, 2lftO, 2203,  2204. 2207, 2211, 2219, 2220 

resolutions  by 420,482,  630,  2092,2212 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  United  Slnisa 

10  use  Burt's  solar  compass 495, 

496,  570,  581,  582 

remarks  relating  to  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls 
of  Niagara 516 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram 
Moore  &  John  E.  Hascall ..596,597 

remarks  on  the  claims  for  sui>plies  furnixhed  in 
Fremont's  battalion  in  1846 637 

remarks  on  the  resolution  afhrmins  the  right  of 
S.  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  United  Klntes 
Senate 643,  646 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  place  fora  post 
oflice  in  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  United 
States  courts  in  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania  676 

remarks  touching  a  proposilinn  logo  into  Exec- 
utive session 753,  755, 1985.  1986 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  compensate  the  discoverer 
of  practical  anoiiilhesia 944 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .344, 

493,  692 

(See  also  .iirpeniix .) 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  public  lands  for  the 
benefit  of  the  indigent  insane..  .495,  506,  571 

remarks  touching  the  withdrawal  of  certain 
papers  relating  to  the  case  of  Governor  iiam- 
say 1083 

remarks  on  the  proposilinn  to  print  addiiinnnl 

copies  of  the  Patent  OtHce  report,  1145, 1146, 

1186,  1187,  1211,  1327,  1329,  1330,  1332 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  the 
Senate  proceediiifs,  and  the  conipensaiinn 
therefor.  .1160,  1202,  1203,  1204,  1205,  1206 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  to  change  the  day 
for  the  annual  assembling  of  Congress,  1531 , 

1532,  1534 

remarks  relating  to  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory 
of  Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
therein 1552 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  uf  Colonel  John 
Anderson 1579,  1580 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  lo  the  Slate  of 
Michigan,  for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland 
and  Ottawa  railroad 376 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House, 
explanatory  of  the  law  regulating  the  number 
of  cadets  to  be  appointed  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point 693,  836 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moore  & 

Haskell 596, 

597,  1226,  1228, 1412,  1416,  1417 

remarks  on  Ihe  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2080,2081 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repesi  the  Minnesota  land 
bill 2172,  2173,  2175,  2178 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2148, 
2149,  2152,  2154,  2169,  2170 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  lull.  .2184, 

2190,2191 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 2196 

remarks  on  the  United  Slates  mail  steamer  bill, 
2198,2199,2215 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  extension  of 
the  Woshiiigton  and  Alexandria  railroad  into 
ihe  District  of  Columbia 1475,  1999 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  insane,    vetoed   by    the 

President 1066,  1067,  1123,  1281, 

1348,  1459,  1460,  1461,  1463,  1476,  1604 

remarks  on  n  joint  resolution  fur  the  confirma- 
tion of  certain  entries  nnd  locations  of  mili- 
tary land  warrants  made  in  the  Slate  of  Mich- 
igan  1829 

remarks  on  the  hnmeatead  bill,  from  the  House, 

1661,  1663,  1707,    1717,    1726,    1739,    1740, 

1741,  1743,  1744,    1745,    1748,    1749,    1761, 

1762,   1769,  1770,    1776,    1791,    1843 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1844 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplnmalicbill,  1850, 1853, 
1900, 1906,  1932, 1934, 1943, 1959, 1962  1967, 
1972, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1980, 2023, 2176 

remarks  on  the  Indian  nppropriallon  bill. .  990, 
991,  993,  994,  995,  1006.  1011.  1012.  1044, 
1047, 1048, 1059, 1090,  1286, 1287, 1288, 1983 

remarks  concerning  the  corsiruciion  o(  a  ship 

canal  around  tlie  falls  of  Niagara 516, 

608,  609 
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Stuart,  Charirs  E.,  of  Michigitn — Continued. 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  relating  to 

the  Africanization  of  Cuba 1199 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill, 776, 

781,  796,  «15,  13U5 

remarks  relating  to  the  bills  for  ihe  relief  of 

Betsey  Nash  and  the  widow  of  James  C. 

Batchelder 2019,  2020 

remarks  relating  to  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 

repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law 2021,  2023 

remarks  on  judicial  reciprocity  between  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  for- 
eign nations 433 

remarks  on  adjournment  sine  die 1338, 

1391,  1579,  1631 
Summers,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Cornelius   Sum- 
mere,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1040,  1629 

Sumner,  Charles,  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
1,  27,  39,  44,  51,  67,  99,  103,  117,  184,  186, 
197,206,211,  273,  275,  3U3,  334,  335,352, 
416,  432,  447,  451,  45Jit,  473,  485,  493,  506, 
550,  580,  607,  608,  630,  685,  693,  704,  710, 
720,  728,  736,  773,  834,  846,  866,  875,  922, 
929,  933,  955,  972,  989,  1003,  1020,  1099, 
1133,  1186,  1194,  1199,  1256,  1281,  1321, 
1334,  1310,  1380,  1389,  1403,  1437,  1401, 
1472,  1511,  1525,  1529,  1549,  1590,  1591, 
1600, 1031, 1658, 1680, 1699, 1716, 1717, 1743, 
1765, 1766, 1805, 1829,1847, 1849, 1878,1931, 
2014, 2015,  2016,  2019, 2078, 2148, 2206,  2212 

resolutions  by 44,  68,  80,  313 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  signature  of,  to  the 
address  of  ilie  Independent  Democrats,  &c., 

against  slavery  in  Nebraska,  &c 282 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kanias  bill,  484,520 
(See  also  .J/iprnJix.) 

remarks  on  presenting  (he  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Missouri  and  Wisconsin  relating  to  "spir- 
itual manifestaiions  " 1082 

remarks  on  [^resenting  the  memorial  of  the  Troy 
and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company,  with  ref- 
erence to  the  Hoosac  tunnel 1455 

remarks,   personal    and    explanatory,    having 

reference  to  Hon.  John  Pettil 1551 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Massachusetts 
petition  for  the  repeal   of  the  fugitive  slave 

'"w 1472,  1515, 

1517,  1518, 1552, 1553, 1554, 1555, 1557, 1558 
(See  also  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  presenting  a  petition  from  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 

'»*• 1567 

remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Sla- 
very  1787,  1789,  1790,  1791 

remarks  relating  lo  the  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Betsey  Nash  and  the  widow  of  J.  C.  Balch- 

e'ller 2016,  2019,  2021 

remarks  relating  to  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 

Ihe  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law 2021, 

2022  2023 
^Sumner,  Thomas  H.,  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the 
copyright  of  a  work  published  by,  on   the 
method  of  discovering  a  ship's  position  at 

,  »ea 312,  60O,  1996,  2014,  2077 

JSupermitndentiOflheCoastSurvey — ate  Franking 
PriviUge. 
of  Public  Printing,  bill  authorizing  an  increase 

of  force  in  the  office  of 144, 186,  391,  395 

'Surgeons'  mates,  joint  resolution  extending  to,  the 
benefits  of  the  resolution  of  17th  of  January, 

1781 1462,  1475 

FSurveyor  general,  bill  lo  establish  the  office  of,  of 
New  Mexico,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  to 
grant  donations  to  actunl  settlers  therein,  and 

for  other  purposes 1437,  1440, 1594, 1681 

bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  September  27, 
'■     1850,  to  create  the  office  of,  of  the  public  lands 
in  Oregon,  &c.,  and  also  the  act  amendatory 
thereof,  approved  February  19,  1853..  .1437, 
1440,  1476.  17,39 
Surveys  of  public  lands — see  Public  Lands;  In- 
dians; Boundary  line. 
Surveys,  public — see  Solar  Compass. 
Bwamp  and  overflowed  lands,  bill  for  the  benefit 

of  locators  and  purchasers  of. 73,  493 

Swan,  Major  Caleb,  deceased,  bill  forthe  relief  of 

the  legal  representalivea  of 67,  92, 

97,  106,  1996,  2014,  2039 

Swain,  Isaac,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1577 

Sword — see  Ringgold. 

T. 
Paliaferro,  L.  and  H.  T.— see  Thornton,  J.  F.  H. 
Fampico  volunteers,  bill  forthe  relief  of,  697, 1107 


Taylor,  Lavinia.bill  for  the  relief  of 184, 

327,  1930,  1985 
Tayloe,  Thomas  M.,billfor  relief  of,  67,  146,  259 
Tehuantepec,  the  Isthmus  of,  call  for  correspond- 
ence in  regard  to 144 

Telegraph  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  bill  authorizing  the  construction 

of  a  line  of. 73.  81,  455,  465.  1593, 

1601,  1618,  1659,  1681,  1710,  1769. 1791 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1769,  1791 

Mr.  Bayard.. 1659,  1660,  1661,1681,1791 

Mr.  Benjamin 1661 

Mr.  Brown 1603,1618,  1791 

Mr.  Chase 1618,  1659 

Mr.  Evans 1603,  1659,  1660, 1791 

Mr.  Qwin 1593,  1659,  1660 

Mr.  Hamlin 1593, 

1601,  1602,  1603,  1618,  1659,  1660,  1681 

Mr.  Weller 1603, 

1618,  16.59,  1660,  1661,  1681,  1791 
Telegraph,  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 

utility  of  Richardson's  atmospheric 473 

Ten  million  bill — see  Treaty. 

Territories,  the  Committee  on 27 

bills  reported  from 221,274,455 

reports  from 973,  1847,  1986 

discharged  from  subjects 972 

Indian,  bill  to  establish  and  organize  the  Terri- 
tories of  Chahlahkee,  Muscogee,  and  Chahta, 

450,  1986 

Territorial  government  for  Nebraska 1 

Testimony  issuing  from  the  court"  of  justice  of 
friendly  nations,  bill  to  provide  forthe  execu- 
tion, by  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  of 

commissioners  to  take 44,  51,  416,  433 

Texas,  bill  lo  provide  for  the  payment  of  such 

creditors  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas,  as  are 

comprehended  in  the  act  of  September  9, 18,50, 

28,  144,  1403,  1462,  1590, 

1806,  1830,  1844,  1848 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 1845 

Mr.  Bell 1831 

Mr.  Benjamin 1831 

Mr.  Bright 1806, 

1807  1808,  1830,  1839,  1844,  1846,  1847 

Mr.  Brodhead 1808,  1847 

Mr.  Chase 1807, 1831,  1832,  1844 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 1808,  1830 

Mr.  Douglas 1845,  1846 

Mr.  Foot 1848 

Mr.  Hunter 1807,  1844 

Mr.  Mason 1808j  1831 

Mr.  Pearce 1807,  1808,  1831,  1846 

Mr.  Rusk 1807,1808,  1846,1847 

Mr.  Shields 1807,  1808 

Mr.  Stuart 1844 

M>.  Walker 1808,1846,  1847 

Texas  navy,  bill  lo  provide  for  the  officers  of  the 

late 407,  419,  1194,  1195,  1929,  1985 

(Set  Ports  of  Entry;    Collection  District.) 
Thanks  of  Conereas — see    Wool;  lugraham;  San 

Francisco;  Strain. 

Thompson,  John  B,  a  Senator  from  Kentucky, 

1,  67.  68,  143,  176,  184,  197,  275, 

395,  517,  607,  638,  703,  704,  773, 

853,  1040,  1068,  1147,  1436,  1455 

resolutions  by 238 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  G. 
Bishop,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  John 

Arnold,  deceased 594 

remarks  on  the  resohilion  affirming  the  right  of 
S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  lo  a  seat  in  the 

United  Slates  Senate 316 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 

945,  948 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .1981 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 787, 

797,  798,  813 

Thompson,   Robert  C,  legal   representative  of 

General  William  Thompson,  bill  forthe  relief 

of 929,  942,  985,  1622,  1626 

Thomson,  John  R.,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 

1,  28,  73,  92,  100,  144,  176,  221,  248,  303, 

329,  335,   395,  485,   517,   569,  580,  773, 

846,  1020,  1040,  1223,  1806,  1843,  2077 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .495 

(See  also  .lippendix.) 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  19.35,  1978 
Thornton,  J.  P.  H.,  Lawrence  Taliaferro,  and  H. 
T.  Taliaferro,  sureties  of  D.  F.   M.  Thorn- 
ton, late  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  tht  United 
States 1929 


Title  to  lands — see  f'^icma;  Cincinnati. 
Tonnage,  Spanish — «ee  Duties. 
Toombs,  Robert,  a  Senator  from  Georgia.  .1, ! 
458,  465.   955,   1105.  1106.   1107,  111 
1133,  1321,  1340,  1440,  1456,  1461,  T 
2146,  2147,  2171,  2180,  2205.  2206,  ; 
2212,  2213,  2217,  i 

resolutions  by 420,  2203,  i 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill..S 

(See  also  Jtpjiendix.) 

remarks  on  the  proposition  lo  print  additio 

copies  of  the  Patent  Office  report.  .1145,  111 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  the 
Senate  proceedings,  and    the  compensalioa 

therefor 1220,  laf^ 

remarks  on  the  House  bill  lo  organize  thelj 

ritoriea  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas 13 

1309,  1310,  13 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution   in  the  ca«] 

Abigail  Stafford 14 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  1  ~ 

"le 1133,  11 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben^ 
of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Pr«< 

dent 1063, 1064, 10 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  Hou 

1816.  18 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.. 18 

1911, 1932,  1936, 19.37, 19.38,  1939, 1940. 19i 

1162, 1963, 1969, 1971, 1975,  1977,  1978,  2r 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 10 

1007,   1008,   1009,   101 

1090, 1284,  1285,  1286,  13 

remarks  on  adjournment  sine  die 1336,  13 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claig 
ants   of  the   privateer  General   Armstron 

1488.  14 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  2182, 2i 
remarks  on  the  bill  to   repeal   the   MInneaa 

land  bill 2173,  2174,  3t 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 219 
2152,  2155,  21.56,  2157, 2l| 
Torrence,  Sergeant  G.  W.,  bill  to  provide  a  pi 

■ion  for 1631,  17 

Toucey,  Isaac,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut. . 
206,  239,  303,  485,  493,  593,  607,  773, ! 
1003,   1020,  1058,  1122,  1133,  1186,  lig 
1256,  1277,  1321,  1380,   1511,  1.559,  16 
1716,  1767,  1987,  19 

resolutions  by IS 

remarks  on  the  resolution  affirming  the  right! 
S.  S.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  to  a  seat  in  I 

United  States  Senate 317,  ( 

remarks  relative  lo  going  into  Executive 

sion :..7J 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
Connecticut  on  the  repeal  of  the  Misaou 

compromise 191 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  an  addition 

number  of  copiesof  Patent  Office  report,  IS 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  j 

Connecticut  on  the   Nebraska  and    Kane 

bill,  and  the  course  of 1615,  16 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  bene 
of  the  indigent  insane,  vetoed  by  the  Pro 

dent 1459,  14 

(See  also  .Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  Hon 

1127,  17 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill 1807,  Ifi 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.. 199 

1933,  IS 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

994,  10 
remarks  on   the  bill  authorizing  the  extenai^ 
of  the  Alexandria  and  Washington  railro 

into  the  District  of  Columbia 19 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Hou 
explanatory  of  the  law  regulating  the  numb 
of  cadets    to    be  appointed   to    tht  Militad 

Academy  at  West  Point 8 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.. 216 
2182,2184,2189,21 
Towers,  John  T.,  late  Superintendent  of  Puh 
Printing,    letter    of,    concerning    oddittolL 

clerks,  &c 1| 

Towie,  David,  bill  to  create  and  provide  a  penail 

for 1511,  1524,  1681,  1847,  19( 

Towsnn,  Major  General,  proceedings  in  relatk 

to  the  funeral  of. 19 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  communicatH 

from  the II 

Treasury  Building— ece  Public  Buildings. 
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Treasury  Department,  reports  from  the. .  .14,  27, 

99, 222,  416,  74G,  1122, 1486, 1600, 1829, 1898 

calls  upon  the.  .288,  487,  517,  1083,  1348, 1381 

letters  from 751,  835,  943 

communications  from  the 1359,  1682 

bill  to  establish  a  department  of  law,  to  prescribe 
certain  duties  of  the  auditors  and  comptrollers 

of  the 1590 

(See  Jsshlant  Stcrtlary  of  the  Treasury.) 
Treasury,  bill   respecting  the  Executive  depart- 
ments, and   to   distribute   the  settlement   of 
claims  and  accounts  among  the  accounting 

officers  of  the 1389 

Treaty,  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican 
Republic,  of  the  30th  December,  1853,  as 
amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates, 
1566,  1568,  1571 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the,  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  signed  on  the  5th  of 

June,  1854 2212,  2219 

of  Washington — see  Clayton- Bulwer  Treaty. 
Tripp,  Albro,  a  bill  for  the  further  relief  of.  .484, 
487,1511,2147,2158 
Troops,  United  States,  bill  for  the  relief  of— sec 

San  Fraticisco. 
Tucker  &  Overton — see  Deiatea. 
Turvin,  William,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 1658 

Tuicumbia — see  Parts  qf  Delivery. 

U. 
Unfinished  business  of   the  session,  proceedings 

in  regard  to  the 2078 

Urriza,  Krancisco  Lope,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .580, 
866,  1105,  1584,  1626 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 1484, 1485,  1626 

Mr.  Welter 1484,  1485 

Utah — see  Executive  anii  Jadieial  Officers;  Roads; 

Indians. 
Utica  Steam  Woolen  Company,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the 335,  420,  862,  1104,  1583,  1681 

V. 
Van  Brunt,  Ruliff,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .693, 

869,  1106 

Yan  Ness,  Madalena,  widow  of   Cornelius    P. 

Van  Nesg,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  ..1700, 1848 

Van  Wart,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs-at-law  of, 

956,  1629 
Virn,  Isaac,  sr.,  of  Duvall  county,  Florida,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 211,  328 

Vasquez  and  Colligan  Claims — see  Private  Land 

Claims. 
Vermont  Senatorship — see  Phelps. 
Veto  message  of  the  President  on  the  bill  granting 
public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane 

persons 1060,  1083,  1123, 

1146,  1160,  1195,  1200,  1281,  1340,  1.348, 
1381,  1405,  1439,  1459,  1476,  1604,   1618 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1340,  1461 

Mr.  Badger 1070, 

1085,  1086, 1088, 1089, 1123,  1124,  1147, 
1160,  1195,  1196,  1340,  1476,  1618,  1620 

Mr.  Bayard 1069,  1084,  1085 

Mr.  Bell 1065,  1066,  1067,  1068,  1085, 

1086,  1146,  1281,  H.W.  1463,  1476,  1604 

Mr.  Brodhead 1084,  1088,  1476,  1604 

Mr.  Brown 1063,  1066, 

1067,  1069,  1195,  1196,  1200,  1281,  1460 

Mr.  Butler 1065, 

1067,  1123,  1124,  1160,  119.''),  1281 
Mr.  Cass 112:1,  1195,  1196,  1281, 

1340,  1.348,  1381,  1459,  1476,  1604, 1620 

Mr.  Chase 1084,  1086 

Mr.  Clay 1086,  1439,  1459 

Mr.  Clayton 1063, 

1086,  1123,  1124,  1381,  1405 

Mr.  Dawson 1085,  1124,  1460 

Mr.  Dixon 1065,  1620 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 1069, 

1086.  1087,  1124 
Mr.  Douglas,  1066,  1067,  1068,  1069,'1070 
Mr.  Foot 1060, 

1063,  1064,  1086,  1087,  1123,  1160,  1348 
Mr.  Gwin 1068,  1083, 

1085,  1086.  1088,  1089,  1123,  1340,  1348 
Mr.  Hunter 1060, 1063, 

1064,1084,1089,1123,  1146,  IICO,  1195, 

119G,  1200,  1281,  1340,  1348,  1459,  1604 

Mr.  Johnson 1281,  1604,  1620 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1068,  1070  I 


Veto  meaBa(;e,  remarks  by — Continued. 

Mr.  Mallory 1088,  1089, 1340 

Mr.  Pettit....l060,  1066,  1087,  1088,  1123 

Mr.  Pratt 1083 

Mr.  Rusk 1147,  1460 

Mr.  Sebastian 1195,  1196,  1281,  1439 

Mr.  Seward 1083, 

1088,  1089,  1405,  1439,  1460,  1620 

Mr.  Shields 1083, 

1085,  1086,  1087,  1089,  1281 

Mr.  Slidell 1620 

Mr.  Stuart 10G6,  J0G7,  1123,  1281, 

1348,  14.'i9,  1460,  1461,  1463,  1476,  1601 

Mr.  Toombs 1063,  1064,  1066 

Mr.  Toucey 1459,  1463 

Mr.  Walker 1084, 

1123,  1340,  1405,  1460,"14G1 

Mr.  Weller 1066, 

1068,  1088,  1147, 1160,  1281,  1604,  1620 

Mr.  Williams 1604,  1618 

Vies  President,  death  of  the — see  A'ing-,  William  R. 

Vigil,  Don  Juan  Jesus,  of  New  Mexico,  joint 

resolution  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of, 

1912,  1928,  2014 

Vincent,  Frederick,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1041, 1583 

Virginia    military  district   in  Ohio,  act  allowing 

the  further  time  of  two  years  to  those  holding 

lands  by  entries  in  the,  which   were  made 

prior  to  1st  January,  1852,  to  have  the  same 

surveyed  and  patented *. 2219 

Virginia  Slate  and  Continental  lines — see  Claiitu. 
Virginia — see  Land  Warrants. 
Viva  voce — see  Elections. 

Voorhees,  Philip  P.,  captain  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  bill  for  relief  of.. 420,  863,  1104,  1626 

W. 

Wiade,  Benjamin  F.,  a  Senator  from  Ohio 1, 

27,  39.  44,  66,  67,  73,  74,  92,  97,  99,  126, 
145,  158,  160,  185,  211.  241,  273,  274,  280, 
288,  291,  335,  3S9,  406,  407,  446,  455,  464, 
473,  485,  493,  517,  580,  G38,  685,  693,  753, 
846,  853,922,  942,  943,  955,  984,  1040,  1104, 
1133,  1156,  1186,  1223,  1255,  1379,  1419, 
1436,  1455,  1585,  1626,  1715,  1805,  1829, 
1843,  1898,   1941,   1958,  1984,    1985 

resolutions  by 4U6 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Pennsylva- 
nia for  a  railroad,  and  a  normal  school  for  the 
education  of  female^eachers 196 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bmn- 
son 599,  GOO 

remarks  on  the  employment  of  a  clerk  by  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture 727 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  337,  343 

(See  also  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  from  the  House, 
944,  945,  16G1,  1717,  1724,  1725, 
1726,  1748,  1776,  1777, 1778,  1819 

remarks  relating  lo  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Betsey 

Nash  and  the  widow  of  J.  C.  Batchelder,2019 

Walbach,  Brigadier  General  John  B.,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 1716 

Waller,  Henry,  the  heirs  of,  papers  withdrawn,  609 
Wallace,  William,  uf  the  State  of  Illinois,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 1511, 1524,  1716 

Walker,  Isaac  P.,  a  Senator  from  Wisconsin  ..1, 
14,  44,  50,  68,  73,  144,  159,  185,  200,  201, 
211,  228,  241,  243,  263,  264,  288,  292,  303, 
312,  334,  335,  352,  389,  420,  4,32,  455,  474, 
485,  493,  551,  .^.W,  570,  617,  624,  638,  705, 
864,  886,887,  922,  1103,  1104,  1124,  1184, 
1186,  1402,  1417,  1420,  1456,  1511,  1605, 
1628,  1658,  1659,  1830,  1848,  1849,  1912, 
192<),  1999, 2000, 2021, 2022, 2023,2039, 2091, 
2146,  2147, 2205, 2206,  2207, 2208,2217,  2220 

resolutions  by 580 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  conferring  the 
title  of  lieutenant  eenerni 81,  82,  85 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
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553,  554,  555,  580,  710,  711,  930,  944, 

949,  1124,  1389,  1661,  1663,  1670,  1702, 

1705,    1709,    1710,    1726,    1740,    1741, 

1747,   1811,    1812.     1813,    1816,    1832 

remarks  on  the  Texas  debt  bill,  1808, 1846, 1847 
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legal  representatives  of 1912,  1928,  2038 

Warrington,  Lewis,  jr.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1885 
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paymentof  duties  on  railroad  iron..  .888,  889 
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Washinton  City,  to  be  conveyed  to  . . .  .2203 

Whitsett,  John  C,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers 
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Wisconsin,  niemnrial  of  the  Legislature  of. . .  .97 

Wisconsin,  bill  relinquishing  to  the  State  of,  lands 

reserved  for  salt  springs  therein.. .  .185,  2219 
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rtmarka  explanatory  of  his  absence  at  a  call  of 

the  Houne 1600 

Accessory  Trnnsit  Company, act  to  nuihorizethe 

inue  of  registers  to  vessels  owned  by  the, 

654,  896.  1428,  1455 

Aceoonts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 

15,  1142 

Aceoont*.  the  Comraitlee  on 34 

Account  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  State 
of  Maryland,  act  to  direct  a  reexamination  of 

the. 1561,  1727 

Acta,  joint  resolution  explaining  the,  of  17ih  of 
Jolv,  1838.  March  3,   1842,  and  June  17, 

'-'■     115 

.  and  seal  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
or  ihe  safe-keeping  of  the,  and  for 

other  purposes 285 

bill  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the,  and  for 

other  purposes 845 

'  '""".Isaai-.bill  for  the  relief  of,  1672,1991, 1995 

'\  Dr.  S.  R.,  passed  assistant  surgeon  in 

:  United  States  Navy,  act  for  the  relief  of, 

907,  1728,  1992,  1995,  2033 

Adjonmmenis  over,  propositions  foi 21, 

■■"   ■  '.  86.  93,  99,  101.  142.  219.  247,  272, 

'.,  445,  463,  541,591,602,  675,746, 

ill.    1014,   1109,  1119,  1190,  124-2. 

1267,  1321,  1353.  1589,  1600 

■^^^"'■'  ,/(e,  proceedings  relating  to  the, 

!  iJ,  1353, 1374, 1402, 1574, 1589, 1594 

''  >cock 1575 

impbell 1376,  1.378 

lining 1349 

Mr.  Uisney 1376,1575,  1576,  1595 

Mr.  Kwing 1,3.^,  1377,  1576 

Mr.  Haven...l374, 1375, 1376,  1377,  1378 
Mr.  Hillver..l374,  1375,  1376,  1377.  1378 

Mr.  Houston 1349. 

1.353,  1374,  1375,  1376,  1577 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1377, 

1378,  1575,  1577,  1594,  1595 

Mr.  Keilt 1375 

.Mr   McMullin 1374,  1375,  1576,  1.595 

V       i-r 1374,  1375, 

I   "^,  1379.  1574,  1575,  1589,  1594,  1595 

Mr.  Richardson 1576 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1375 

".:  -    Walbridge 1374 

ns  for  postponement  of  the  day  for. 
j;u7,  2108,  2117,  2118,  2120,  2121,  2136 
'atjon — see  Claims. 

.lure,  the  Committee  on 34 

reports  from .S2 

resolntions  of  instruction  to 229 

■  —    .I'lifnl  College  and  Experimental  Farm,  bill 

the  establishment  of  a  National 16 

tural  Bareau,  bill  to  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an 48 

Aiken,  Julia,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1711, 

1991,1995,2143 
Aiken.  William,  a  Representative  from  South  Car- 

oUoa 2,7.  110. 

601.  1171.  1175,  1354,  1.586.  1642,21.35 

Knarks  on  the  bill  making  approprintions  for 

lishi-houses,  buoys,  &c 1713,  1715 


Alabama,  resolutions  of  the   Legislature  of  the 

State  of. 625,  659 

(See  Surreys;  Crantsj  Land;  Mobile;  Mail;  Rts- 
crvatiotts.) 
Alexandria  and  Washington  Railroad — see  Rail- 
roads. 
Allen,  James  C,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
2,  1»0,  454,  493,  ii91,  697,  772, 
846,  914,  1397,  1476,  1872,  2142 

resolutions  by 286,  415 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  458 
(See  .Ijipendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean   steamers,  nnd 

otherwise 2004,  2005,  2008 

remaiks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2028 
Allen,  Willis,  a  Representative  from  Illinois. .  .2, 

1122,  1165,  1872 
Alterations  in  bills  investigated  by  a  select  com- 
mittee, 2093, 2094, 2095, 2096, 2097,2098, 2099 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Barry 2097,2098,2100 

Mr.  Breckinridge 2094, 

2095,  2096,  2098,  2099 

Mr.  Campbell 2093, 

2094,  2095,  2096,  2097,  2098,  2099 

Mr.  Cobb 2097 

Mr.  Cullom 2099 

Mr.  Hibbard 2097,  2098 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York 2097,2098 

Mr.  Millson 2097 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 2098,  2099 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia 2098,  2099 

Amazon  river — see  llenuion. 
Amelia,  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  register  to 
the  brig,  by  the  name  of  Abby  Frances,  1455, 
1494,  1671,  1698 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution — see  Eteclion. 
Antesthesia,  act  to  recompense  the  discoverer  of 

practical 963 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 963 

Mr.  Clingman 963 

Mr.  Eilgerton 963 

Mr.  Hamilton 963 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 963 

Mr.  Letcher 963 

Anderson,  Colonel  John,  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  heirs  and  representatives  of 1641, 

1859,  1993 

Anderson,  Thomas  D., deceased,  act  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of,  late  consul  of 

the  United  States  at  Tripoli 1372,  2109 

Andrews,  Asa,  act  for  the  relief  of 1727, 

1860,  1993,  1995,  <i033 
Andrews's  report,  proposition  for  printing  addi- 
tional copies  of. 49,  2075 

Angus,  Mis.  Anne  W.,  widow  of  the  late  Cap- 
lain  Angus,  of  the  United  Slates  Nnvy,  bill 
for  the  relief  of.  .1370, 1726, 1865, 1887,2112 
Annual  assembling  of  Congress,  bill  to  change 

the  day  for  the 1441,  1446,  1561 

remarks  by 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 1447 

Mr.  Barksdale 1446 

Mr.  Gidding 1448 

Mr.  Goode 1446 

Mr.  Hamilton 1446,  1447,  1449 

Mr.  Hillyer 1446,  1448,  1449 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana 1447,  1148 

Mr.  Keitt 1448,  1449 

Mr.  McMullin 1447,  1449 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1447 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Mnine 1449,  14 19 

Applelon,  William,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  2,  102,  127, 

542,  625,  1129,  1165,  1171,  1172,  1641 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 373,  483 


!  Appleton,  William — Conltnued. 

remarks  on  the  bill  relBiing  to  the  purchase  of 

Sumner'.-i  copyright,  &c 1991 

Apprentices,  bill  to    provide  for,  in   the  United 
States  naval   service,    revenue  service,   and 

marine 788 

act  in  relation  lo  the  employment  of,  in  the  mer- 
chant service  of  the  United  States 2112 

Appropriations,  list  and  amount  of,  made  during 

the  session 2340 

(See  fiiilinii  Dtparlment;  Jyiililary  JtcaJemij;  Civil 
and  Diplomalw ;  Pensions;  liarburs;  Hivtrs; 
Mail;  Army;  AiiiTi/  Srrvitt;  fortification  Hill; 
Cupc  Fear  River;  Ihjicienciet;  Post  Office  De- 
partment; Light- Houses;  Public  Works,  ifc  ) 
Aqueduct,  joint  resolution  making  apprupriationa 
for  Ihe  continuance  of  the  work  on  the  Wash- 

.  ington ^.  .245,  1 131 

bill  for  the  condemnation  of  land,  &c.,  lor  the 

Woshinglon 2107 

Arfwedson,  Charles  D.,n'-tin  favor  of,  1348,  1372 
Arkanias— see  JiuJicioJ  Districts;  Lands;  Railroads; 

Grants. 
.\rmijo,  Juan  C,  Jose  L.  Perea,  and  James  L. 
Collins,  resolution  authorizing  the  secretary 
of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  to  adjust 
and  pay  to,  the  amount  by  them  loaned  to 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  New  Mexico,  under  authority  of  a  joint 
re.soluiinn  of  that  body,  approved  the  17ih  of 

June,  1851 1G41,  1833,  1889 

Armories,  national,  communicatiuns  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  concerning  the 2107, 

2109, 2142 
minority  report  on  the  superinteQdence  of  the,  . 

1466 
resolutions  relating  tnihe  select  committeeon  ihe 
superintendence  of  the,  1585,  1670, 17G3,  2024 
(See  Military  Superintenderue;  Civil  Superintend- 
ence.) 
Armstrong,  General  Robert,  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  death  of. 481 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Churchwell 481 

Mr.  F.wing 481 

Mr.  McMullin 481 

Armstrong,  General,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claim- 
ants of  the  private  armed  brig 1334 

Arms,  act  to  provide  for  the  distribution   of,  to 

the  several  Slates  and  Territories 637 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 637 

Mr.  Clingman 637 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 637 

Arms  to  the  States,  joint  resolution  relating  to  the 

distribution  of 757 

Army,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  yenr  ending  the  .30th  June, 

1855 101,  1131,  1712.1763,  1784,  1785, 

1794,  1824,  2130,  2132,  2134,  2143,  2220 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Banks 1765 

M r.  Barry 1785 

Mr.  Benton 1803,  1804 

Mr.  Bocock .1712 

Mr.  Breckinridge... 2130, 2131,  2132,2133 

M  r.  Cobb 1796 

Mr.  Craige 1795,  182.5,  1826 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island.  ..1763,  1764 

Mr.  Dickinson 1713,  1785,  1794 

Mr.  Faulkner 1765.  1784.  17H5, 

1786,  1794,  1795,  1826,  1827,  1828,2131 

Mr.  Florence 1786,  1826,  1827 

Mr.  Greenwood 2131 

Mr.  Haven.. .1796,  1800,  1801,  1828,2130 

Mr.  Houston 1712, 1713, 1763,  1764, 

1765,  1784, 1796, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1802, 
1826,  1827,  1828,  1829,  2130,  3131,  2133 
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Army,  bill  making  appropriations  for — Contintud. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Howe 1713 

Mr.  Ingersoll 1796, 1802 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tenneseee..  1827, 1828,  1829 

Mr.  Kcitt 1713, 

1763,  1764,  17CS,  1795,  1796 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1799, 

1800,  1801,  1827 

Mr.  Letcher 1713,  1795, 

1796,  1797,  1803,  1804,  1805,  1827,  1829 

Mr.  McDougall 1765, 

1796,  1797,  1802,  1803,  2131 

Mr.  McMullin 1712,  1713,  1798. 

1801,  1804,  1805,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1829 

Mr.  Noble 2131 

Mr.  Orr 1803 

Mr.  Parker 1803 

Mr.  Peck 1827 

Mr.  Peckham 1764, 

1765,  1786,  1794,  1797,  1826,  1827,  1828 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 1825 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 1824,  1825 

Mr.  Phelps 2131 

Mr.  Preston 1825,1828,  1829 

Mr.  Rice 1797 

Mr.  Skelton 1764,  1827 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1897.  1798, 

1799,  1800, 1801,  1804, 1805,  1826, 1828 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky 1712,  1813, 

1764,  1795,  1797,  1798,  1799,  1802,  1828 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee : .  .1805 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan 1801, 

1826,  1827,  1829 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 17H7,  1797, 

1798,  1799,  1801,  1802,  1826,  1827,  2131 

Mr.  Vansant 1763 

Mr.  Wade 1799 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 1796,  1797 

act  to  regulate  the  pay  and  increase  the  efficiency 

of  the,  and  for  other  purposes 724, 

1762,  1S24,  1945 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell 19r,0 

Mr.  Clingman 19.53,  19.56 

Mr.  Foulkner 1924.  1925,  1926,  1927, 

1946,  1947,  1949,  19.50,  1953,  1954,  1956 

Mr.  Giddings 1948,  1950,  1953,  1954 

Mr.  Goodrich 1956 

Mr.  Grow 1926,  1927,  1956 

Mr.  Hendricks igao 

Mr.  Henn 1947 

Mr.  Houston 1946,  1947 

Mr.  Hunt 1948, 1955,  1956 

Mr.  .Tones,  of  Tennessee. .1948, 1949,  1956 

Mr.  Keiit 1949,  1950 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1951, 

1952,  19.53,  19.54,  19.56 
Mr.  Letcher..  1948,  1949, 1950,  19.55,  19.56 

Mr.  McMullin 1948,  1949.  1950,  19.56 

Mr.  Orr 1948.  1949.  1954,  1957 

Mr.  Peckham,  1927, 1946, 1954, 1955,  1956 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 1951 

Mr.  Phelps  ..1945,  1946,  1947,  1948,  19.55 

Mr.  Robbins 1954,  1956 

Mr.  Seward 1949 

Mr.  Skelton 1951,  19.52,  1953 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Va... 1946,  1948,1951,1952 

Mr.  Sollers 1952 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1926, 

1927,  1946,  1947,  19.54 

Mr.  Walsh 1948,  1955,  1956,  1957 

bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  rank  and  file  of 

the, and  to  encourage  enlistments.  .1989,  2132 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the,  by  retiring 

disabled  officers,  202, 637,  896, 906, 1131 ,  1762 

of  the  United  States,  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 

and    increase  the  efficiency  of  the,  and  for 

other  purposes 348 

,  Arnold,  John — see  George  G.  Siiliop. 

'  Ashe,  William  S.,a  Representatite  from  North 

Carolina 2,42,92,  405.548, 

626,831.893,1172,  1173,  1175,  1177,  1192, 
1315,  1334,  1345,  1.349,  1.353,  1497,  1749, 
1872,  1916,  2111,  2139.  2141.2143,  2144 

resolutions  by 414,  1654,  1984,2141,2143 

remarks  on  death  of  Vice  President  King..  .25 
remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. .  .1268 
^t  remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the   President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1564  I 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  further  improvement  of  Cape  Fear  river, 
1654,  1656,  1657 


Assistant  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  act  prescrib- 
ing the  manner  of  appointing  the 42, 

56,  142,  172 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 56, 

57,  .58,  60,  142,  143,  172,  173 

Mr.  Breckinridge 61,  142 

Mr.  Disney 59,  60,  61 

Mr.  Ewing 56,  57 

Mr.  Hibbard 58,60,  142 

Mr.  Houston 56,57,58,  172,  173 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  56,57,58,60,61 

Mr.  Orr 142,  143,  173 

Mr.  Phillips 58 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennes8ee,57,58, 143, 173 

Mr.  Wentworlh,  of  Illinois 59 

Astronomical  expedition  to  Chili,  proposition  for 
printing  the  report*  of  the..  1715,  1728,  1914 
Atherton,  Hon.  Charles  G.,  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  death  of. 64 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Hibbard 65 

Mr.  Orr.' 65 

Ausinan,  Abraham,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1370, 

1865,  1887 

Auxiliary  Watch,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 

an  act  to  establish  an,  for  the  protection  of 

public  and   private  property  in   the  City  of 

Washington,  approved  August 23, 1842, 1367 

B. 

Baggerly,  Rebecca,  widow  of  David  Baggerly, 

deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1496, 

1868,2093,2103,2114 
Baggerly,  Mary  H.,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief 

of 2093 

Bailey,  David  J.,  a  Representative  from  Georgia, 

2,  36,  1872 

Baker,  Grafton,  bill  for  the  relief  of 294, 

332,  333,  984,  1030 
Baker,   Jacob,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,   bill   for  the 

relief  of 1916, 1994,  1995,  2132,  2135 

Baldwin,  Ira,  act  for  tba  relief  of 246, 

247,  1495,  1868,  1927 

Ball,  Ed  ward,  a  Representative  from  Ohio.. 2, 674, 

715,  1098,  1143,  1165,  1174,  1178,  13G8, 

1379,  1625, 1787,  1864,  1872,  1988,  1992 

resolutions  by 414,  416,  1450 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1143 
(See  Jlppendix. ) 
Banks,  Nathaniel  P.,  jr.,  a  Representative  from 

Massachusetts 2,  979, 

1030,  1051,1129,  1166,1168,1169,1177, 
1178,  1185,  1188,1196,1210,1231,  1244, 
1247,  "1249,  1587,  1712,1728,  1763,  1872 

resolution  by ^30 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill ^80 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill...  1765 
remarks  on  the  second  deficiency  bill,  1294, 1322 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1222  , 
{See  Jlpf  endue.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails    by    ocean    steamers,   or 

otherwise 2005  | 

Banks,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report  on  I 

the 1321,  1324,  1341,  1382  i 

Bankrupts,  bill  to  authorize  the  recovery  of  the 
estates  of,  which  have  been  concealed,  or  not 
specified  in  the  schedule  rendered   by  them, 

771 
Barksdale,  William,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
sissippi. ...2,  33,  95,  114,  194,247,  470,  674, 
678,772,  1173,  1585,  1727,  1737,  1872, 
1914,  1945,  1989,  2071,  2116,  2123,  2128 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill,  325,  326,  370,371 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  charge  the  day  for  the 

annual  assembling  of  Congress 1446 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.. 789 
(See  .Ippendix.) 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  1697,  1698 

remarks   growing  out  of  the  message  of  the 

President  vetoing   the  river  and  harbor  bill, 

2222,  2223 
Barry,  William  S.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
sissippi  2,  285,  679,  680, 

1003,  1172,  1174,  1733,  1765,  1872,  2141 

resolution  by 679 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 131,  134,  157 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 503 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1014 
(See  .Ippendix.) 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1274, 

12T7, 1296,  1297,  1318, 1322 


Borry,  William  S. ,  «  Representatirc  from  MissiB- 

sippi — Conlitiufd. 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill . .  1 484, 

1485,  I486,  1508,  1509 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  1785 

(See  .Ippendix.) 

remarks  concerning  the  M  innesola  land  bill  case, 
2097,2098,2100, 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation*  for 
carrying    the   mails  by  ocean  steamers  and 

otherwise 2005,  201 1 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  Stales  and  San 

Francisco 1434, 1435 

remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  postage  law 

as  afTecting  newspaper  postage.. .1685,  1782 

Batchelder,  James  C,  the  widow  of— see  Betseu 

JVojA. 
Barcelona — see  Ports  of  Entry, 

Bates,  Lincoln,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1737, 

1991,  1995 
Bastrop  grant — see  Land  Claims;  Henderson,  Wxl- 

liam  H. 
Bayly,  Thomas  H.,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia  2,  7,  15, 

16,  18,  22,  34,  36,  40,  45,-  46,  47,  50,  72, 
75,  87,  114,  115,  121,  180,  194,  206,  218, 
219,  247,  285,  3.32,  365,  418,  425,  445,  475, 
492,516,602,614,628,037,680,  703,  7U, 
717,  718,  844,  847,  855,  903,  987,988,989, 
1014,  1020,  1031,  1143,  1165,  1169,  1171, 
1172,  1173,  1178,  1179,  1182,  1189,  1426, 
1443,  1465,  1577,  1712,  17.58,  1784,  1824, 
1872, 1891,  2034,  2109,  2134,  2135,  2140 

resolutions  by 22,  414,  846,  1835 

remarks  relating  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  3,  4 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon 52,  53,  54,  69 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 69,  128, 

129.  130;  1.32,  133,  134,  135,  136,  1.54,  157 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  disbursement 

of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  .Senate,  &c.,  56, 

163,  164,  ia5,  167 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 615,  616, 

634,  636,  070,  671,  1273,  1276, 1291, 1292, 

1295,  1296,  1317,  1318,  1319,  1320,  1322 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  a  certain  coirrau- 

nication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

677,  678 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  bids 

for  naval  supplies 679 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  President's  message 72, 

79,  92,  95,  96,  124,  255 
(See  .Appendix.) 
remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  theconatruction 

of  six  first-class  steam  frigates 828, 

829,  830,  832 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 

appointing  the  Assistant   Secretary  of   the 

Treasury 56, 

57,  58,  60,  142, 143, 172,  173 
remarks  on  the  message  of  the  Prebident  rela- 
tive to  the  Black  Warrior  afliir,  649,  6.50,  651 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad. .  .567, 

568,  573 
(See  JppenJtx.) 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  day  for  the 

annual  a.'isembling  of  Congress 1447 

remarks  concerning  the  right  of  Mike   Walsh 

to  a  seat 1444,  1 445 

remarks  relating  to  B.   E.  Green's  statement 

made   to   a   certain    committee   of    inquiry, 

1835,  18.36,  2105 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations   for 

light-houses,  buoys,  &c 1714,  1715 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.. 1481, 

1482, 1483, 2047,  2048, 2054,  2055, 2056, 2057 

remarks  on  the  Nebraskaand  Kansas  bill,  1154, 

1163,  1239 
(See  .ippetidix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third    article    of    the    treaty  with 

Mexico 1520,  1521,  1523,  1524,  1539 

Bean,  Mark  and  Richard   H.    of  Arkansas,  act 

for  the  relief  of. 907 

Beaubien,  Jean  Baptistp,  act  for   the   relief    of, 

907,  1587,  1990,  1995,  2033 

Beaugrand,  Captain  Isadore  D.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 2111 

Bedinger,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
43T,  480,  1499,  1862,  1887 
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Beebe,  Elijah,  bill  for  th«  relief  of  the  widow  and 

heirs  of. 69, 

140,  267, 330,  602,  607,  918, 1402, 1408 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benton 918,  919 

Mr.  Eastman 918, 919 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana. 603,  605 

Mr.  Letcher 604,  918,  919 

Mr.  Orr 602,  604,  605,  606 

Mr.  Sellers 603,  605,  606 

Mr.  Washturne,  of  Illinois 918,  919 

Beecher,   Captain    Thaddeua,  of  the   schooner 
North  Carolina,  proceedings  in  regard  to  the 

case  of.rt 48,  111,219 

Belcher,  Nathan,  a  Representative  from  Connec- 
ticut  2,  1175,2044 

Bell,  Peter  H.,  a  Representative  from  Texas. .  .2, 
492, 1143, 1175, 1872 

Bennett,  A.  O.,  act  for  the  relief  of 907, 

1382,  1866, 1886,  1927 
Bennett,  Henry,  a  Representative  from  the  State 

of  New  York 2, 

4. 103, 787, 788,  802, 803, 989, 1129, 
1175,  1185,  1196,  1237,  1671, 1872 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 546 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  equally  to 

the  several  States  for  public  purposes. .  .111, 

112,  848,  849,  851,  853,  893, 1000, 

1001, 1002, 1051, 1267, 1606, 1671 

(See  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  bill  for  relief  of  Betsey  Nash.  .1887 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1210 
(See  ■Appendix.) 
Bentley,  G«orge  M.,  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 1499, 1502,  2144 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  a  representative  from  Mis- 
souri   2,44,  62,  69,  246,  771,  934,  984, 

989, 1163, 1345,  1360,  1466.  1476.  1872 

resolutions  by 181,  660, 1519 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Vice  President  King,  26 
remarks  on  the  death  of  the  Russian  Minister, 

de  Bodisco 247 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Jones 

and  William  H.  Russell 331, 1752,  1753 

remarks  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

railroad  bill 348,  1782,  1784 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 321,  323,  369 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill,  656, 1323 

remarks  on  steam  frigate  bill 803,  804 

(See  ^fipendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Beebe, 

918, 919 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 1175 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 

Mackay 1732, 1735. 1736 

remarks  on  Armjr  appropriation  bill,  1803, 1804 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill . .  .1467, 

1506, 1640 
remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 

bill 920,921 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  986, 12.32 
(8*e  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1519, 1520, 1561 ,  1562, 1563 

(See  Jlppendix.) 

Benson,  Samuel  P.,  a  Representative  from  Maine, 

2,  413,  414,  492,  677,  684, 

1109,  1166, 1169,  1171,  1181,  1182, 

1190, 1244.  1248, 1434,  1425, 1759 

resolutions  by 229,  684 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill .321,  393 

remarks  OD  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 

bill 939,962 

remarks  on  the  <^il  and  diplomatic  bill. ...  1504 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1229 
(See  .Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
pose  ■' 1096,1097 

Bemhisel,  John  M.,  a  Delegate  from  Utah. . ..2, 
46,  1432,  1834,  1895 

resolutions  by 212, 228,  759,  979,  1341 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  executive  and  judiciary  officers  in  the 

Territories 1037,  1038,  1040 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1092, 1100 

Berryman,  Otway  H.,  act  for  the  relief  of.  .1727 

Biddle,  John — see  Jonathan  KearsUy. 

Bids,  joint  resolution  relative  to,  for  provisions, 

clothing,  and  small-stores  for  the  use  of  the 

N»vy „ 678,717,738 

C 


Bids,  joint  resolution  relative  to,  for  provisions, 
clothing,  and  small-stores,  for  the  use  of  the 
Navy — Continued. 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 679 

Mr.  Bocock 678,  679 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 679 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 678 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 678,  679 

Binding  of  public  documents 42 

Birdsall,  Rebecca  J.,  resolution  for  the  relief  of. 

1428, 1433,  1866 

Bishop,  George  G.,  and  the  legal  representatives 

of  John  Arnold,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. V 111,142,268, 

330,  659, 736,  758,  806, 1731,  1737,  1861 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clingman 736, 737 

Mr.  Hill 736, 737,  738 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 736,  737 

Bispham,  Lieutenant  John  E.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  executors  of  the  late 202, 

269,  272,  332,  893 
Bissell,  William  H.,  a  Representative  from  Illi- 
nois  2,  18,  36,  45,  87,  110,  129, 

177,  178,  179.  188,  202,  203,  258,  270,  296, 
307,  331,  346,  347,  348,  415,  423,  424,  425, 
454,  463,  475,  478,  592,  601,  £26,  628,  629, 
699,  711,  853,  860,  875.  902, 906,  907,  952, 
953,  954,  957,  960,  987,  1031,  1129,  1872 

resolutions  by 42,  180 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon 52, 54 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  expenses 
of  preparing  a  code  of  laws  for  Oregon . .  .88 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks  to  Gen- 
eral Wool 102,110,111 

remarks  relating  to  the  printing  of  extra  copies 

of  the  census  report 161 

remarks  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

railroad  bill 216 

remarks  relative  to  the.biil  for  the  relief  of  the 
United  States  troops  wrecked  on  board  the 

steamship  San  Francisco 423, 424 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  provisions  of 

certain  bounty  land  laws 258,  259 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill,  301, 311, 318, 381 
remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land ••••,•••  •402, 403,  405 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  K. 

Reyburn 479 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Captain  William  Davis. . .  .479 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 522, 

524,  525,  530,  534 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  distribute  arms  among 

the  several  States  and  Territories 637 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. . .  .665, 

670,  673,  674 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on 

lands  reserved  for  railroad  purposes,  712, 713 

remarks  on  thegraduation  bill,  904, 912, 915,916 

remarks  on  thebill  to  recompense ihediscovcrer 

of  practical  anaesthesia 963 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad .  .565, 
566,  568,  575,  578,  583,  584,  588 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in 

certain  cases 682 

remarks  on  the  bill  further  to  prohibit  officers 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  having  an  in- 
terest in  certain  contracts 348,  349 

remarks  on  the  bill  p;canting  land  to  the  State  of 

Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 473, 

496,  497,  498.  513 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  title  of 

lieutenant  general   by   brevet,   for  eminent 

'  services 124, 245 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 

bil 920,  921,  938,  940,  941, 960, 961,  962 

remarks  on  thebill  for  the  payment  of  the  civil 
officers  of  New  Mexico,  while  under  military 

rul ". 1053,  1054 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico. . .  .1075,  1076 
remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 
relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of 

Oregon 1076 

remarks  on  the  joint  rfitolution  manifesting  the 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  rescuers  of 
the  suflerers  on  board  the  steamer  Stui  Fran- 
cisco   ••.••• 438, 613 


Black  Warrior,  seizure  of  the,  reaolotion  of  in- 
quiry in  regard  to  the 601,  857 

message  of  the   President  of  the  United  States 

relative  to  the 636,  646 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 649, 650,  651 

Mr.  CuUing 650 

Mr.  Dean 650 

Mr.  Giddings 646,  647,  648, 649,  650 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana 648 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 648 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 650 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee. 649 

Blake,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 102, 

141, 142. 345. 436,  477 

Blaney,  Mary  E.  D.,  widow  of  the  late  Major 

Geo.  Btaqey,.9Ct  for  relief  of,  349, 1859, 1993 

Bliss,' George,  a  Representative  from  Ohio. . .  .2, 

36,  1129, 1173,  1449,  1873 

resolution  by 844 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 324 

remarks  on  introducing  a  resolution  relating  to 
the  burning  the  Martha  Washington,  844,  845 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .933 
(See  .appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  Colt  patent  extension  case,  1645 
remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  1695, 1711 
Bocock,  Thomas  S.,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia,  2,  63,69, 136,  179, 181. 183,  203, 

2.56, 257,  285,  307,  414,  438,  586,  610,  614, 
616,629,  682,  700,  716.  717,  720,  758,  772, 
788,  825,885,  906,  1129,  1323,  1349,  1.360, 
13G9,  1465,  1520,  1587,  1600,  1634,  1677, 
1872,  1916.  1988,  2121,  2135  2137,  2142 

resolutions  by .284, 758 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  cadets  to  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point 616,  617,  626 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  bids 

for  naval  supplies .678,  679 

remarks  on  the  steam  frigate  bill 488| 

489,  759,  772,  788,  789,  804,  805,  806,  808, 

809,  825,  826,  827,  828,  839,  830. 831,  834 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  relative  to  adjournment  line  die, .  .1575 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  1713 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. .1296. 

Iremarka  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .1916, 
1917,  1919, 1920,  1923, 2124, 2126, 2129 
(See  Jlppendix.') 
remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning  the  rights 

of  neutrals. 884 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1539,1546,1548 

(See  Appendix.) 
Bodisco,  Alexander  de— see  Russian  Minister. 
Bonded  warehouse — see  Chicago. 
Bonds,  bill  authorizing  the  surrender  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  certain,  of  said  State,  held  by  th« 
United  States,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 

ten  thousand  dollars 16,  180,  2133,  2149 

bill  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Iowa  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  dollars  of  the,  of  said 
State,  held  by  the  General  Government...  16 
Books — see  ExInbUUm  in  Londttt. 

Book  of  Oratory,  the  American 1091 

Books,  resolution  for  supplying  new  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
with  such,  of  a.public  character  as  have  been 

heretofore  supplied 121, 125, 

220,  437, 453,  883, 1425, 1452, 1463 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Boyce 1453 

Mr.  Campbell 125, 126 

Mr.  Chandler 437,  438,  1425, 1452 

Mr.  Clingman 125 

Mr.  Cullom 125 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana ,...437, 1455 

Mr.  Faulkner .^83,  884 

Mr.  Florence. .,,.,....,,., 125 

Mr.  GiddingB }26 

Mr.  Haven 125.883 

Mr.  Hillyer 125,126 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tenn . . .  .883, 884. 1 453, 1454 

Mr.  Letcher 1452, 1453,  1454, 1455 

Mr.  McMullin ~ 43T 

Mr.  Pratt 125 

Mr.  Seward 1452, 1453, 1454 

Mr.  Skelton 125, 126 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia ;  •  ^  .1454 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky.. 1459 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  TenH«*see.. 1^ 

Mr.  Upfaam 1453,1454 
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Boundary — see  ^Ww  Mexico. 
Bounty  land — see  Surgeons. 

bill  to  amend  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled 
An  net  granting,  to  certain  oflicere  and  sol- 
diers who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Stales.  ..114,  !26el,  1132 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 258,  259 

Mr.  Hendricks 258 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 2.')8,  259 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 258,  259 

bill  extending  the  provisions  of  the  several 
laws  granting,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 

the  United  States 70,  451,  4.54,  458,  4C3 

remarks  li\' — 

Mr.  Florence 451,452,  453 

Mr.  Warren 458 

bill  granting  compensation  and,  to  certain  Amer- 
ican  seamen    who    were   prisoners    of   war 

during  the  war  of  1812 1916 

bill  to  repeal  the  first  proviso  of  the  fourtli 
section  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  granting, 
to  certain  officers  and  soldrera  who  have  been 
engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 

States,  approved  September  28,  1850 45, 

102,  1131,  2117,  2137,  2141,  2220,  2221 
Bounty  lands,  bill  in  addition  to  certain  acts  grant- 
ing, to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  hove 
been  engaged   in   the  military  service  of  the 

United  States 1496,  2138 

bill  giving  further  time  for  satisfying  claims  for, 

and  for  other  purposes 86 

bill  to  amend  an  act  concerning,  passei  the  28th 

of  September,  1850 845 

bill  to  amend  a  certain  act  granting,  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
approved  September  28, 1850,  and  March  22, 

1852.. 698 

bill  extending  the  benefits  of  an  act  entitled  An 
act  granting,  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  Stales,  approved  September 
28,  1850;  ond  of  an  act  entitled  An  act  to 
make  bounty  land  warrants  assignable,  and 
for  other  purposfs,  approved  March  22, 
1852,  to  those  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
twenty  days,  according  to  the  provisions  of 

said  act 1382 

bill  givine  further  lime   for  satisfying  claims 
for,  and  for  other  purposes. .257, 330,  346,  393 
Bounty  land  warrants,  act  to  authorize  the  correc- 
tion of  erroneous  locations  of  military,  by 
actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  in  certain 

cases 286 

Bouton,  Richard  M.,  George  Wright,  and  the 
widow  of  Marvin  W.  Fisher,  act  for  the  relief 

of. 3.50,  1864,  18S6,  1927 

Bowen,  Nancy,  and  Sarah  Larrnbee,  act  for  the 

relief  of. 1727,  2112 

Bowman,  Isaac  S  ,  son  of  Isaac  Bowman,  de- 
ceased, resolution  to  refer  the  petition  of,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  liquidation, 

under  the  act  of  July  5.  1832 480,  1594 

Boyce,  William  W.,a  Representative  from  South 

Carolina 2,  100, 

121, 180,  2a5,  415,  433,  439,  439,  625, 
9U7,  1020,  1102,  1118,  1143,1452,  1872 

resolutions  by 47,  285 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 536 

remarks  relating  to  the  subject  of  books  for  new 

members '. 1453 

remarkaon  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 

bill 940 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1 154, 

1155 
(See  Jljtpendix. ) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  e.stablish  the  office  of 
•urveyor  general  of  Uloh,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1110,1111,  1112 

remorks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  wilh  Mex- 
ico   1.^,43 

Boyd,  J.,  of  Louisiana,  act  for  the  relief  of,  219, 

247,  298,  304,  1750,  1993 

Boyd,  Kate,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 

the  brig ...95,  1371,  1727 

Boyd,  Linn,  a  Representative  from   Keniurky, 

2,366 

elected  Speaker  of  the  House 2 

Boynton,  William — see  Calvin  B.  Seymour. 

Brady,  Samual  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 162, 

269,  272,  833,  1680 


Brsy,  Samuel,  act  for  the  relief  of 1372 

Breckinridge,  John  C,  a  Reprcseniative  from 
Kentucky  .2,  38,  46,  326,  412,  4'J6,  429,  4.38, 
446,  549,  614,  615,  62«,  046,  651 ,  659,  660, 
697,  703,  1119,  1129,  1143,  1165,  1172, 
1173,  1174,  1180,  1210,  1378,  1411,  1412, 
1429,   1498,  1576,  1872,2107,2130,  2136 

resolutions  by 286,  415,  626 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 
appointing  the  Aaeistant   Secretary  of    the 

Treasury 61,  142 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 318, 

370,410,411,412 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 540 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill... 429, 
43t),  616, 626,  633,  634,  635,  652,  653,  654, 
656,   657,  C61,   665,  666,  667,  668,  669, 
670,071,  672,  673,  674,  675,   076,  1319 
remarks  personal  and  explanatory,  with  refer- 
ence to  Senate  bill  for  the  organization  of 

Nebraska  and  Kansas 761,  762,  7G3,  764 

remarkson  Nebr«.ska  and  Kansas  bill,  726, 1239 

(See  .'JiipentHx .) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  disbursement 

of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 326, 

329,  345,  346 
remarks  relotive  to  a  resolution  relating  to  out- 
rages committed  in  Cuba 614 

remarks  un  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..l.')04, 15U5 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2130, 

•       2131,2132,2133 

remarks  concerning   the  investigation   of   the 

Minnesota  land  bill  case 2094, 

2095,  2096,  2098,  2099 

remarks  on  th*  naval  appropriaiion  bill..  .2125, 

2126,  2127,  2128 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 

service  between  the  Atlantic  Stales  and  San 

Francisco 1433,  1434,  1435,  1436 

Bridges,  Samuel  A.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,  16,  19,  113, 

124,  218,  268,  269,  271,  284,  297,  506,  568, 
6lt7,  917,928,  1170,  1171, 1176,  1177, 1184, 
1237,  1267,  1316,  1354,  1364,  1370,  1412, 
1425,  1427,  1429,  1446,  1450,  1560,  1588, 
1640,  1711,  1737,  1751,  1753,  1822,  1825, 
1829,  1834,  1863,  1865,  1866,  1872,  1888, 
1916,  1917,  1919,  1921,  1926,  1952,  1957, 
1989,  1995,  2011,  2013,  2038,  2118,  2132 

resolution  by 114 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill..  .537,  539,  2104 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 633 

(See  .Ippcndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad..  .589 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 1355 

(See  .^Ippendix.) 

refnarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  .  .1480, 

1623,  1625,  2070 

Brooks,  Preston  S  ,  a  Representative  from  South 

Carolina,  2,  699,  1182,  1254, 1382,  1696, 1872 

resolutions  by 685,  1466 

remarks,  personal  and  explanatory,  connected 
with  the  difficulties  of  Messrs.  Churchwell 

and  Cullom 1477 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  roilroad  and   telegraph 

bill 1392 

(See  Jlppendix.) 
Bronough,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ...1370, 
1865,  1887,  2116,  2117,  2122,  2132 
Bronson,  Greene  C,  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  proceedings  relating   to    the    removal  ' 

of. 113,  121,  183  j 

(See  also  Xew  York  Politics.) 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 122 

Mr.  Cutting 113,  121,  122  | 

Mr.  Clingman 121,  122  [ 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 122  | 

Bronson,  John,  act  for  the  relief  of 1372 

Brown,  John,  2d,  of  New  Hampshire,  bill   for  | 

the  relief  of 1370,  1865,1887  | 

Brown,  Oliver,  of  Chemung  county,  in  the  Stale 

of  New  York,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1369,  I 

1865, 1887  : 
Brown,  Pomela,  widow  of  Major  General  Jacob  ' 
Brown,  deceased,  bill  for  therelief  of,  203,247, 
269,  331,  425,  1737,  1834,  1836,  1874,  1924 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Faulkner 1837,  1839 

Mr.  Giddings 1837 

Mr.  Haven.. 1838,  1839,  1840,  1841,  1843 
Mr.  Hendricks..,. 1S37,  1838, 1839,  1841 


Brown,  Pamela,  wi''"*  of  Major  General  Jacob 
llrown,deceu8e<'.  bill  for  the  relief  of— C'on- 
timied. 
rematks  by — 

Mr.  Hughes 1838,  1840,  1841,  l'^43 

Mr.  Kn»x I  -  !  J 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1 ".(-', 

1840,  1841,  1842 

Mr.  McMollin 18.T8 

Mr.  Millson IS41 

Mr.  Orr l.-'40 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1837 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania 1842 

Brown,  Riies«ll,&Co., — see  Ji,hn  S.  Jones,  tfc. 

Brown,  William,  act  Ibr  the  relief  of. 1641, 

1916,  1994,  2U33 

Bryan,  John  A.,  joint  resolution  for  the  leliefof, 

1750,  1992,  1995,  2033 

Buckles,  J.  C,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 8.54,1501,  1862,  1887,2135 

Buckner,  W.  P.,  and  Pierce  Crosby,  bill  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of,  passed  midship- 
men in  the  United  Stales  No»y 17^!3, 

1992,  1995,  2006,  2033 
Bugg,  Robert   M.,a    Representaiive    from  Ten- 
nessee  2,  1165,  1248,  1872 

Burcher,  Edward,  Di!l  for  the  relief  of 2113 

Burlington  University,  in  Iowa,  act  for  the  relief 

of  the 9.52 

Butler,  James,  bill  for  relief  of 1370, 1865, 1887 

Butler,  Thomas,  act  for  the  relief  of 906, 

1915,  1924,  2107 
C. 

Cadets,   appointment  of   military — im    Military 

.Academy. 
Cairo,  Illinois — see  Ports  of  Delivery. 
California,  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Stale  of,  concerning  mail  service. . .  .1793 
(See  Kfrrnuf ;  Cowts;  Land  Claims;  Grants;  Prt- 
emplions;  Marshals;  Ports  of  Entry  and  Pelie- 
ertj;  Post   Roads;   Postal   Services;    Collection 
Districts. ) 
Call,  Ira,  bill  for  relief  of.  ..1497,  1869, 1887,  2132 

Calls  of  the  House 1128,  1872 

Camp,  John  G.,  act  for  relief  of.  .3.50, 1586,  1869 

Campau,  Joseph,  act  for  the  relief  of 475, 

1496,  1868,  1887,  1927 
Campbell,  Brookins,  a  Representative  from  Ten- 
nessee  2 

death  of,  announced  in  the  House 98 

funerol  arrangements  for 98 

resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of. .  .123 
Campbell,  Lewis  D  ,  o  Representative  from  . 
Ohio,2,  7,13,  15,21,22,33.38,40,42,44,45, 
46,49,61,114,115,  124,1.57,  178,179,259, 
296. 298,  307,  312,  332,  334,  394,  397,  413, 
416,  427,  429,  444,  4.'58,  473,  478,  488,500, 
511,  549,  550,  .593,  612,  613,  028,  675,  679, 
697,  70(1,  703,  724,  725,  757,  758,  845,  8»4, 
885.  894,  902,  909,  1038,  10.-i9,  1109,  1119, 
1128,  1130,  1131,  1156,  1164,  116.5,  1166, 
1167,  1168,  1169,  1170,  1171,  1172,  1173, 
117.5,  1177,  1179,  IIVIO,  1181,  1182,  11S4, 
1185,  1188,  1189,  1190,  1191,  1192,  119.-?, 
1223,  1239,  1240,  1242,  1243,  1244,  1245, 
1946.  1247,  1249,  1254,  1255,  1.3.33,  1334, 
1345,  13.53,  1.354,  1363,  1.364,  1382,  1433, 
14C3,  1501,  1519,  1524,  1540,  1.561,  1.595, 
1600,  1652,  16.53,  1657,  1674,  17.56,  1794, 
1872,  1888,  1913,  1914,  1922,  1996,  2024, 
2064,  2100,  2105,  2106,  2108.  2118,  2119, 
2121,  2132,  2136,  2139,  2142,  2143,  2144 

resolutions  b)f 2,  115,680,  845 

remarks  relating  to  rules  of  the  House.  .2,  3,  4 
remarks  on   the  employment  of  a  clerk  to  the 

Commitiee  on  Public  Lands 64 

remarks  on  the  resolution  reloting  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon 52,  53,  54,  G9 

remarkson  duties  of  certain  committees.. 77,  78 
remarks  on  a  proposed  reference  of  certain  esii- 
mates  relating  to  rivers  ond  harbors,  138,  139 
remarks  relating  to  the  difficulties  and  interrup- 
tion to  travel  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania 2.34, 

235,  236,  2.59 
remarks  on  the  resolution  supplying  books  to 

new  members 125,  126 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill,  311,  368,  410,  411 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  safe  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails  of  the  United  Slates  upr»n 

railroads 305,  306,  .307 

remarks  nn  the  homestead  bill 527,  528,  529 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. 6'>S, 

662,  6C6,  871,  675,  6?4,  676, 1267,  1270 
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CuapMI,  Lewi*  0.,a  ReprMentative  from  Ohio 
— Contiiuud. 

nmarku  Klatire  to  frauds  on  Treasury,  680, 681 

remark*  on  a  proposed  amendmtnt  of  the 
nilM 716,717 

reraarics  oo  the  stesm  frinte  bill 4^,  S34 

ttmarlca  on  the  bill  to  aicTthe  Territory  of  M  in- 
Bcaota  in  tfa«  constniction  of  a  railroad.  .568, 

1(J89 

(Sec  .fppfliAr.) 

ranarita  personai  and  explanatory,  haviog  refer- 
ence to  remarks  of  Mr.  Churchwell....I441, 
1442,  1443,  1477 

ruaailn on  adjonrnment  tine  dit....  1376,  1378 

leoarks  concerning;  the  resolution  calling  for  R. 
E.  Green's  statement  to  a  certain  committee 
of  inqoiry,  and  referring  to  Hon.  T.  H. 
Bayly 1835,  1836 

leowiks  on  the  proposition  to  change  the  refer- 
ence of  certain  memorials 1823 

loaarks  on  the  bill  to  regolate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1950 

miaiks  on  the  ciril  and  diplomatic  apprnpria- 
iioa  biU 3060 

liiasrk*  cooceming  the  labors  and  report  of 
the  ooannittce  of  inreatigfation  on  the  Minne- 

Mte  land  bill  ease S093, 

ao»4, 2095, 3096, 2097,  2098,  3099 

Nmarka  on  the  proposition  to  remore  the  Clerk 
oftheHoose 2101,2103 

miaflta  growing  out  of  the  message  of  the 

FNsMent  Tetoiog  the  river  and  harbor  bill, 

2291,2222,2223 

Itiuaifca  oii  the  Nebraska  and  Kanens  bill, 
445. 1133.1153, 1155, 1161, 1163, 1«39,  1340 

{Set  Jifftndix.) 

rrawrirson  the  river  and  harbor  bill. .  1675, 1676, 
1CT7, 1678. 1688, 1689, 1691,2105, 2106, 2123 

mnrkaon  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  aur- 
veyor  general  in  New  Mexico. ..  .1073, 1074 

NiBarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  ofitur 
Teyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur^ 

po*«» 1093, 

1094, 1097, 1098, 1099, 1110,  1112,  1113 

RBiarks  on  the  bHt  to  enaMe  the  President  to 
MM  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 

k» 1520, 

1531, 1533,  1533, 1524, 1536,  1562, 1565 
(^nal,  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  a 
■teamboat,  around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  river; 
tot  the  enlargnnent  of  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal,  and  for  the  extinguishment 
<tf  the  stock  of  private  stockholders  in  the 
Looisvill*  and  Portland  Canal  Company.  .87 

Ml  to  ciriafge  the  Louisville  and  Portland,  anil 
provide  for  its  control  and  management,  and 
to  mak*  said  canal  free  to  navigation  and 
eonmcree 458 


fivra  the  Attorney  General,  relative  to  the 

LodsviHe  end  Portland... 1787 

bS  to  prtivide  for  taking  charge  ofihe  Louisville 
■nd  Portland,  and  to  prevent  the  same  from 
'into  bad  repair. ..  1370,  2046,  2118,  2140 
Or,  Lientenant  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief 

•f. 1368 

O^rPear  river.  North  Carolina,  an  act  making 
fcrther  appropriations  for  the  improvement 

of. 500,1349,1353,1654,1698 

nnarita  by — 

Mr.  Ashe. 1654, 1656, 1657 

Mr.  Paller 1657 

OntB,  jBincs,  biU  for  the  relief  of. 1496, 

1869, 1887,  2143 
OkpitDl  Extension — see  MuriU. 

OmoB,  Bifary,  act  for  the  relief  of. .906, 

1496, 1869, 1887,  1937 
Canniler,  Davia,  a  Representative  from  New 

York. 3,  4,  394, 1872,  3035 

teaMuks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  II55 
(Bm  Jtppendix.) 
CMpenler,  John,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 1915 

CmaO,  Cinriss  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .1587, 

1990,  2143 
Oarter, Lieotcnant  J.  C^  bill forthe relief  of,2111 
Camthers,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 

•ODri .^ .  .2,  181,  674,  860, 1129. 

im,  1354,  ISSS,  1342,  1367,  1503,  1872 
ttandrk*  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Brookins  Camp- 

bsR M 

rsaisiks  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

railraadbill 315,216,  1784 

TMnarit*  on  the  NebRuka  and  Kansas  bill.  .874 
(8es.%y«i«Jix.) 


'  Carver,Polly,  bill  forthe  relief  of,  1750, 1993, 1995 

Case,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2111 

Caah,  D.  C,  and  Giles  U.  Ellis,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  203,  269,  272,  331, 1736, 1737,  1834,  2132 

Caskie,  John  S.,  a  Representative  from  Virginia, 

2,  42,  1129,  1169,  1171,  1172,  1174, 1467 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 636 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1334 
(See  Apptniix.) 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill . .  1411, 1634 
Cattaraueua  creeK — see  Ports  of  Entry. 

Caxillo,  Rosalie,  bill  fbr  the  relief  of! 1495, 

1867,  1887, 2137 
Cayuse — see  frution*. 

Census,  Seventh,  act  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  printing  cf  the  returns  of  the,  and  for 
the  paper  purchased  for  said  printing. .  .24£, 

247,  2075 
resolution  to  print  extracopieBofthe,48,157, 160 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 161 

Mr.  Eastman 160, 161 

Mr.  Florence 161 

Mr.  Meacham 160 

Mr.  Skellon 161 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky..  157, 158, 161 

Mr.  Straub 161 

proceedings  relating  to  errors  in  the  printing  of 

the 95, 287 

Compendium  of  the,  copies  granted  the  Super- 
intendent  1 285 

report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 75 

calls  uponthe,  Superinlendem  of  the,  for  inform- 
ation  286 

Chamberlain.  Ebenezer  M.,  a  Represerttative  from 

Indiana .2,  22,  188,  348,  419,  437, 562, 

616.701,715, 1173,  1174, 1179, 1189, 1190, 
1236.  1449,  1450,  1451,  1455,  1466, 1560, 
lfi08,  1624,  1647,  1697,  1870,  1872,  1873, 
1874,  1895,  1915,  2013,  2074,  2106,  2112 

resolution  by 179 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 307 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 434, 

533,  534,  545,  546 

remarks  on  Post  Oiltee  anpropriation  bill.  .2113 

Chamberlain,  Captain  Josnua,  deceased,  act  for 

the  relief  of  the  heirs  of. . .  .1443, 1494,  2071 

Champion,  Silas,  of  Genesee  county.  New  York, 

bill  to  provide  a  pension  for 257, 

271,272,333,893 
Chandler,.  Joseph  R.,  a  Representative    from 

Pennsylvania 3, 

16,21,36,44,48,75,95,114,121,158,168, 
171, 177,  312, 246, 384,  386, 326, 405,  412, 
424,  437,  488,  479, 482, 516, 532.  601,  685, 
756,771.  845,  852,  1014, 1051,  1173, 1177, 
1353, 1371,  1392,  1425, 1452,  1574,  1600, 
1654,  1712,  1738,  1779,  1793,  1829,  1864, 
1865,  1872,  1895,  2135,  2142,  2143,  2220 
resolutionBbv..70,114, 177,284,413, 1452,1945 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Vice  President  King.  .23 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Captain 

Ingrahara 139 

remarks  relating  to  the  disaster  and  rescue  on 

board  the  steamship  San  Francisco 177, 

178,  187,  346,  347 
remarks  on  thedeficicncy  bill. .368, 383, 387, 393 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 528 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  President's  message..  .78,  79 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  post  office  and 

court-house  in  Philadelphia 723,  724 

remarks  on  the  steam  frigate  bill.  .825, 827, 832 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.. 885, 

1241 
(See  Appendix.') 
retoiarks  on  the  bill  for  settling  the  claims  of 

Richard  W.  Meade's  hrim 919,  966,  967. 

968, 970, 1425, 1588, 1595, 1597, 1598, 1599 

remarks  concerning  the  appropriation,  &c.,  for 

supplying    the    city    of   Washington    with 

water ; 1393, 1395, 1397 

remarks  concerning  the  proposition  to  close 

debate  on  the  Mexican  treaty  bill 1523 

remarks  relative  to  his  resolution  callingfor  in- 
formation in  the  Greytown  affair.. 1987,  1988 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  remove  the  Clerk 

of  the  House 2102,  3103 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1408, 

1409,   1469,   1470,    1471,   1482,  1484, 

1506. 1509. 1610,2029,2056,  2069,2075 

remarks  on  the  bill  amending  the  postage  law, 

as  alTeeting  newspaper  postage 1683, 

1684, 1685,  1686 


Chandler,  Joseph  R. ,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania— Conliniioi. 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill ; "l355 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief^of  Sarah  K. 

Jenks,  and  others ■,..  .1753, 1754 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers,  and 

otherwise 2012,  3013 

remarks  on  the  bill  proposing  increased  rates  of 

pottage 913,1405,1423 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 
3135,  3136,  2137,  3138 
remarks  concerning  the  joint  resoluticn  mani- 
festing the  sense  of  Congress  towards  the 
rescuers  of  the  sufferers  on  board  the  steam- 
ship San  Francisco 438,  612,  613 

Change  of  the  reference  of  eertaio  memorials,  1830 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Bridges 1883 

Mr.  Campbell 1823 

Mr.  Ditikinson 1829 

Mr.  Edgerton 1824 

Mr.  Howe 1822 

Mr.  Hunt 1821, 1823 

Mr.  JoneB,ofNewYortt 1830,1821 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1822 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana 1823 

Mr.  Letcher 2831 

Mr.  Millson 1821, 1893 

Mr.  Olds 1830,1891,1823,  1823 

Chaplains,  proceedings  in  regard  to  election  of,  6, 

14,  16, 17, 18 
Chaplains  to  Congress,  the  Army  and  Navy,  758 
Chapman,  Ezra,  bill  for  the  rehef  of  the  widow 

and  children  of 1368, 1501, 1863 

Chapman,  Thomas,  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of  the  late,  formerly  collector 

of  the  port  of  Georgetown,  Snnth  Carolina, 

350, 1368, 1501, 1863,  1886,  1937 

Charges  against  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Bayly — ssa 

CommUtee  tf  lAr)Htintioii;  Ben  E.  Green. 
Chase,  George  W.,  a  Representative  fVom  New 

York 2, 17, 35, 1129, 1873 

resolutions  bv 17,  684 

Chastain,  Elijah  W.,  a  Representative  Arom  Geor- 
gia  2. 15,  31, 38, 114,  626,  678,  917, 

1139, 1319,  1330, 1466,  1500, 1523, 1606, 

1609, 1614,  1864,  1872, 2041,  2059,  3073 

remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .742, 745 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill .915 

remarks  on  our  relations  with  Cuba,  the  Black 

Warrior  case,  &c 1365 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropri- 
ation bill 921,  923 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1335 

(See  Appendix.) 

Chicago,  bill  to  pro  vide  for  the  erection  of  suitable 

buildings  for  a  post  office,  cnstom-hoass, 

land  office,  bonded  warehouse,  and  Unilsd 

Slates  court-house  in  the  city  of. 180  - 

Children  of  citizens  born  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  bill  to  secure  the  rights  of  cit- 
izenship to 169 

CblppeWa — see  Indiaiu. 

Chittenden,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1738, 

1993,  1995 
Chrisman,  James  S.,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky. .  .2,  22,  203,  257, 437,  592, 1728, 1873 
Chuichwell,  William  M.,  a  Representative  from 

Tennessee 3, 41,  43,  53, 93, 

99,  113,  133,  142,  173,  178,  179,  183, 
189.  194,  216.  286,  965,  1183,  1185. 
1233,    1872,   3024,   3102,   Sill,   2140 

resolutions  by 87, 115, 286 

remarks  on  the  restitution  of  thanks  to  Captain 

Ingraham 130, 133 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  Sen 

Francisco 1433 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory,  growing  out 

of  a  speech  of  Senator  Bell;  also,  relating  to 

Messrs.  Campbell,  Cullom.and  others,  1441, 

1442,  1443, 1444, 1450, 1451,  1465 

(See  .^ipemHx.) 

remarks  on  the  purchase  of  copies  of  the  digest 

of  pension  and  bounty  land  laws W76 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  empower  the  Postmaster 
General  to  contract  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  between  NewOrieansandSan  Fran- 
cisco, according  to  time. .  .854,855,  857,  858, 
859,860,871,872,873,898,899,900,901,903 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  13S8 
(Sea  Appendix.) 
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INDEX  TO 


Cincinnati — see  TSlle. 

Citizenship — ?ee  Children. 

City  of  Glasgow,  resolution  relating  to  the  miss- 

rng  steamship 1051 

Civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Governmenl, 
bill    making   apprnpriations   for  the,  for  the 

year  ending  the  30ih  of  June,  1855 63, 

759,  851,  855,  8G0,  874,  1130,  1131, 
1388,  1408,  14fi7,  1477,  1502,  1589,  IGllfJ, 
1623,  1633, 1995,  2024,  2034,  2042,  2059, 
2071,  2092,  2093,  2095,2119,2125,2135 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  James  C.  Allen 2028 

Mr.  Buylv,  of  Virginia 1481,  1482, 

1483,  2047, 2048, 2054, 2055, 2056, 2057 
Mr.  Barry... 1484.  1485,  1486,  1508,  1509 

Mr.  Benson 1.504 

Mr.BcntoD 1467,  1506,  1640 

Mr.  Breckinridge 1.504,  1.505 

Mr.  Bridges. ..:... 1480,  1623,  1625,  2070 

Mr.  Campbell 2060 

Mr.  Caskif 1411,  1624 

Mr.  Chandler 1408,  1409, 

1469,  1470,  1471,1482,  1484,  1506, 
1509.  1610,  2029,  20.56,  2069,  2075 

Mr.  Chasiain 1609,  1614,  2(172 

Mr.  Clark 1503 

Mr.  Clingman 1510, 

1614,  1615,1633,  1634,1637,1638,  1639, 
2042,  2057,  2058,  2067,  2073,  2093,  2120 

Mr.  Craige 1607, 

1608,  1609,  2030,  2031,  2032 

,  Mr.  Cumming 1471, 1485,  1486,  2031 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana I  615 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island 2045, 8046 

Mr.  De  Witt 1470 

Mr.  Disney 1411, 

1480,  1483, 1485,  2050,  2051,2071,  2072 

Mr.  Drum 1410 

Mr.  Ewing 1504,  1505,  1506,  1509 

Mr.  Farley 1478 

Mr.  Flagler 2066 

Mr.  Florence 1409, 

1470, 1485,  1503,  1506,  2047,  2048,  2060 
Mr.  Fuller 1614,  1615,  | 

2026,  2027,  2046,  2048,  2061,  2063,  2074 

Mr.  Gidilinga 2036,  2066  i 

Mr.  Goode .2030 

Mr.  Goodrich 1509 

Mr.  Greenwood 1510,  1590,  2072 

Mr.  Grow 2027,  2042,  2055,  2072 

Mr.  Hamilton 1507,  1508 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Alabama 2074 

Mr.  Haven 1409, 

1469,  1470,  1478,  1480,1610,1619,1614, 

1615,  1623.  1624,  1634, 1635, 16.36, 16.37, 
1638,  2025,  2026,  2027, 2032, 20.33, 2036, 
2037,  2045,  2046,  2047,2048,2040,2051, 
2052,  2053,  2054,  2056,  2061,2065,2066, 
2067,  2068.  2069,  2070,  2074,  2075,  2095 

Mr.  Henii. .  .1469,  1612,  1640,  2028,  2063 

Ml.  Hibbard 2046, 

2049,  2054,  2063,  2066,  2074 

Mr.  Houston 1408, 

1409,  1410,  1411,  1467, 1468, 1469, 1470, 
1478,  1479,  1480,  1431, 1482, 1483, 1485, 
1504,  1.505,  1507,  1611,1612,1614,1615,  ! 
1635,  1639,  1995,  2024,  2025,2026,2027,  ! 
2028,  2029,  90.30,  2031,2032,2(137,2042,  ! 
2044,  2045,  2046,  2047,2048,  2051, 20.53,  [ 
2054,  2058,  2059,  2060,  2064,  2070,2072,  ' 
2074,  2075,  2092,  2093,  2096,2119,  2120 

Mr.  Howe 2065,2067 

Mr.  Hughes,  1409,  1470,  20.57,  2073,  2120 

Mr.  Hunt 1505, 

1506.  2043,  2044,  2064,  2095,  2096 

Mr.  Ingersoll 2053,2062,2073 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana 1479,  I 

2062.  2063,  2064,  2066 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York 2030 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1408, 

1409,  1419,  146^,  1469, 1478, 1481,  1482, 
1483,  1484,  14K5,  1.504, 1.505, 1510, 1610, 
1611,  1612,  1613, 1614, 1615, 1633, 1624, 
1625,  1636,  1639,1640,2024,2025,2096, 

2027,  2028,  2029, 2030,  2031, 2032,  2033, 
2034,  2035,  2036, 9042, 2043,  9044. 2045, 
2046,  9047,  9048,  20.50, 2053, 2054, 9055, 
2057,  2058,  9059, 9060. 9061,  2062,  2063, 
2064,  2065,  9066,  2067,  21168, 2069,  9070, 

9071,  9073, 2074,  2075,  2095 
Mr.  Lanca8ter,2034,2035, 2059, 2068, 2074  | 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1409, 

2032, 2033,  2034,  2035  i 


Civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government, 
bill  making  appropriations   for  the,  for  the 
year  ending  30in  of  June,  1854 — Conlinued. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Latham 1467, 

1468,  1611,  2047,  2069,  2070,  2075 

Mr.  Letcher 1478, 1489, 1483, 1509, 

1504,  1610,  1611,  1612,  1613, 1614, 1623, 

1694,  1640,  2096,  2027,  20,33,  2034, 9047, 

2049,  906.3,  2064,  9070,  2079,  9074,  9075 

Mr.  Lilly. . .  .1504,  1694, 1634,  2062,  2073 

Mr.  Lindsley 2046 

Mr.  Macdonald 2048,  2049 

Mr.  Maxwell 2049,  2069,  2074 

Mr.  May 1509 

Mr.  McDougall 1408, 

2065, 2067,  2D68,  2070,  2074 
Mr.  McMullin 1470 

1481,  1502,  1503,1506, 1510, 1607, 1693, 
1633,  1638,  1640,  2033,  2037,2044,  2073 

Mr.  Millson 2033,9059 

Mr.  Murray 1484,  2029,  2072 

Mr.  Old 1606,  1607,  2026,  2067 

Mr.  Orr 1633,  1634, 

1636,  1637,  1639,  1640,  9072,  2075,  2120 

Mr.  Parker 1508,  9044 

Mr.  Peckliain 1478, 

1485, 1486, 1.503,  2095,  2028,  2034,  2044, 
2048,  9056,  20.58,  2061,  2062,  2065,  2066 

Mr.  Pennington 2067 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 2025, 

2044,  2054,  2055,  2070,  2074 

Mr.  Perkine,  of  New  York 1509, 

■  1608,  1638 
Mr.  Phelps 1409, 14 10,  1469, 

1611,  1612,  2035,  2036,  9049,  2046,  2069, 
2065,  9066,  9068,  2069,  2071,  2072,  2073 

Mr.  Phillips 2038,  2042,  2054 

Mr.  Pratt 1485,  2066 

Mr.  Preston 1410, 

1411,  1468, 1469,  1479,  1482,  1623, 
1624,  1633,  1634,  1638,  1639,  1640 

Mr.  Pringle 2067 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Pennsylvania 1469 

Mr.  Robbing 1471,  2026 

Mr.  Sage 2030 

Mr.  Seward 14G9, 1481, 

1482,  1483,  1484,  1504,  1505, 1589,  1008, 

1612,  1615,  1694,  1634,  1640,  2043,  2050 

Mr.  Shaw 2067 

Mr.  Singleton 1468,  1469,  1479, 1480 

Mr.  Skelton 1480, 

1482.  1486,  2051,  2052,  2072 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  1507,2058,  2062 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia  ..1468,  1469,  1470, 

1485,  1486,  1502,  1589,  1590,  1607, 

1608,  1695.  1634,  9031,  2039,  2035, 

2043,  2056,  2057,  2061,  2070,  9073 

Mr.  Sollers 2054,  2056,  90.58,  9075 

Mr.  Stanton,  ofTennessee 1410,  1506, 

1507,  1508,  1509,  1607,  1608,  1609, 
1615,  1633,  1638,  9049,  2043,2044, 
2049,  2050,  9055,  2058,  2069,  2096 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Keniiicky 1485,  1503, 

1505,  1590,  1608,  1609,  1610, 
1G12,  1614,  1634,9028,2031, 
2033,  2035,  2036,  2061,  9070 

Mr.  Stephens,  ofUenrKia 1483,  1505, 

1506,  1507,  1589,  2028,  2030,  2031,9033, 
9046,  2053,  9054,  2055,  2058,  2072,  2074 

Mr.  Slratton 20G4 

Mr  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  2047,  2051,  2059, 
2053,  9060,  2062,  2063,  2068,  2069,  2073 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1409, 

1410,  1478,1430,  1481,  1482,  1484,  1485, 
1510,  1607,  1608,  1609,  1611, 1612,  1613, 
1614,  1623,  1624,  1634,2025,9099,2030, 
2031,  2032,  2050,  2051,  2055,  2056,  2058 

Mr.  Vansanl 1509,  1608,  1609,  1610 

Mr.  Wade 1479 

Mr.  Walbridge 2056,  2057,  9058 

Mr.  Walker 9048,  2067 

Mr.  Wttiley 2036,  2051 ,  90.59,  90.53 

Mr.  Walsh 20,30,  9031,9044, 

2045,  2046,  2047,  2049,  2062,  2070,  2071 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 2031, 

2032,  2037,  2044,  2049,  9062,  2075 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 1634, 

1640,  2057,  2058,  2062,  2063,  2071,  2072 

Mr.  ZollicofTer 2048,  2i.'63,  2064 

bill  to  amend  the  third  section  of  Iheact  making 

appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1854,  and  for  other  purposes.  .306, 

350,  924,  953 


Civil  and  diplomatic 'tpjngea  of  the  Govemme 
bill   to  amend    '/'e  third   section    of  the 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  ye 
ending  June  30,  1854— C'on<imui/. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clingman 92.5, 

926,  927,  929,  933,  934,  935 

Mr.  Cobb 933,934,  933 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  925, 926, 997,  9.33 

Mr.  Phillips 934 

Mr.  Robbins 994,  925, 

926,  927,  928,  929,  933,  934,  935,  936 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 925, 

926,927,928,933,935 
Civil  officers — see  Aito  Mexico. 
Civil  superintendence  at  the  national  armories, 

bill  to  restore  ihe 1382 

Claflin,  Geo.  S  ,  bill  for  relief  of,  162,  268,272, 333 
Claims,  bill  to  authorize  the  adjudication  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  of  certain,  of  offi- 
cers of  Ihe  customs 2141 

bill  to  provide  for  the  unpaid,  of  the  ofBcera  and 
Boldieia  of  the  Virginia  Stale  and  Continental 

lines  of  the  revolutionary  army 286 

Claims,  the  Committee  on 34 

bills  reported  from 69,  102,  108,  203,  257, 

297,  4.39,  1371,  1498,  1727,  1750,  1860,  1861 

adverse  repurts  from 109,  121, 

168,  297,  439,  1371,  1750,  1859,  1800,2111 

discharged  from  subjects 127, 

168,  203,  297,  439,  1371,  1450,  1586.  1727 
reports  from. ..297,  439, 1371,  1750,  1860,  211 J 
(See  Buunly  Lund);   Land  Claim).) 

CliU'k,  Ferdinand,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 110, 

141,267,330,1731,1750 

Clark, Samuel, aRepresenlaiivefrom  Michigan,  3, 

36,  88,  1503,  1695,  1872 

resolution  by 682 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 366,  307 


Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives,  proposi- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the 2101 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell 2101,  2103 

Mr.  Chandler 2102,  2103 

Mr.  Hunt 2101,  2102 

Mr.  Orr 2101,  2102,  2103 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia 2101 

communications  from  the 93, 

212,  294,  646,  883,  1388, 1392,  1453,  1463 
Clerks  to  Comrnitieea — 

on  Ways  and  Means 41,  44 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Churchwell 41,  42 

Mr.  Clingman 41,  42 

Mr.  Houston 41 

Mr.  Junes,  of  Tennessee 41 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia... 41,  44,  45,49 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio 44,  45,  49 

on  the  Judiciary 573 

on  military  superintendence 572 

on  the  Territories 957,  2077 

on  the  Post  Office  and  Fost  Roads..  1464,  1466 

on  the  Colt  patent  case 1682 

on  Public  Lands 63 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell 64 

Mr.  Cobb 64 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 63 

Mr.  Disney 63,  64 

Mr.  Pratt 64 

of  investigation  in  the  Minnesota  land  bill  case, 

1914,  1921 

in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Utah 1052 

Clermont,  Pierre,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of 414 

Clingman,   Thomas   L.,   a   Representative  from 

North  Carolina 2,7,  13,  15,  17, 

22,  35.  36,  37,  44,  45,  54,  64,  69,  76,  93, 
101,  102,  113,  114,  115, 123,  124,  137, 157, 
168,  169,  172,  178, 188, 169,  190,  201,  902, 
205,  206,  219, 290,  244,  267,  283,  284,  296, 
298,330,332,351,394,395,396,  411,  412, 
413,  414,  436,  442,  443,444,  466,  481,  .542, 
584,  592,  601,  614,  617,629,  659,  660,  677, 
681,  7U0,  717,  756,  772,  837,  645,  846,  847, 
851,  874,  B84.  919,  949,  963,  980.  1015, 
1031,  1198,  11,30,  1131,  1149,  1143,  1155, 
1166,  1167,  1168,  1178,  1180,  1181,  1185, 
1187,  1190,  1191,  1192,  1940,  1949,  1943, 
1244,  194G,  1247,  1248,  1954,  1267,  1349, 
1353,  13.54,  1363,  1378,  1381,  15.35,  1.585, 
1589,  1600,  1641,  1712,  1715,  1784,  1794, 
1820,  1824,  1838.  1861,  1872,  1888,  1  917 
1918,  19(23,  ^m,  S13(f,  £132,  9Q21,     S22 
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Clingman,  Thomas  L.,  a  RtprastnUtiTc  from 
North  Carolina — Contmutd. 

resolutions  \>y 114, 412,  414,>844 

remarks  relating  to  calling  the  States  for  peti- 
tions and  resolutions 37,  103 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  and  Means  to  employ  a 
clerk 41,42 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  allow  credit  to  importers 
of  railroad  iron 70,  71 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  rs- 
moval  of  Collector  Bronson 121,  122 

rsntrks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 
Captain  Ingraham 69,  70, 128,  136,  154 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  disbursement 

of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  &c., 

163, 166, 167 

remarks  relative  to  printing  the  Patent  Office 
report 418 

remarks  on  the  resolution  supplying  books  to 
new  members » 125 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 319 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill > 52, 

504, 529, 533, 534, 535,  538,  539. 
542,  543,  544,  545,  546,  548,  549 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  distribute  arms  among  the 
several  States  and  Territories 637 

remarks  on  the  second  deficiency  bill,  431,  626, 
636,  652,  665,  666,  667, 
673,  674,  675,  845,  1344 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 
reference  of  ths  President's  message 255 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  post  office  and 
court-house  in  Philadelphia 724 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  G. 
Bishop  and  others 736,  737 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 788, 

803,  804,  808,  809,  826,  827,  828,  829 

remarks  on  ths  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .851 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill .903 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  a  section  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,1854. .925,926,927,929,933,934,935 

remarks  relative  to  permitting;  Mr.  Benton  to 
speak  beyond  ths  time  limited  by  the  rules, 

987,  988 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .585, 
590  1120,  1452 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs,  &.c., 
of  Richard  W.  Meade 967 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  equally  to  the 

several  States  for  public  purposes 112, 

113, 1606 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1510, 
1614, 1615, 1633,  1634,  1637,  1638, 1639, 
2042,  2057,  2058,  2067,  2073,  2093,  2120 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  Colt  patent, 
1642,  1643,  1644, 1650 

remarks  on  ths  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army.  .1953, 1956 

remarks  declining  service  on  the  committee  in 
the  Colt  patent  case 1652 

rsmarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 
bill 7..tS$ 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  indigent  insane  persons 953,  954 

remarks  on  the  bill  makmg  appropriations  for 
carrying  ths  mails  by  ocean  steamers,  and 

otherwis 2002,  2003,  2006,  2011 

remarks  on  Mr.  Oiddings's  resolution  to  expel 

A.  O.  P.  Nicholson  from  ths  Hall 1361 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  ardcle of  thetreaty  with  Mex- 
ico  f. 1565 

Clock,  John,  and  Decatur  Herb,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 284 

Coast  Survey,  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of 

the 100,102,111 

(See  FrofUcing  Privilege.) 
I  resolution  authorizing  the  binding  of  the  maps 

of  the 1726 

Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.,  a  Representative  from 

Alabama 2,  7, 

18,  34,  37.  38,  45,  46,  70,  71,  72,  78,  86,- 
140, 142, 177, 179, 187, 194.  201,  205.  216, 
219, 243, 326,  383,  396,  405,  414,  415, 423, 
452, 462,  475,  476,  477,  479,  572,  586, 606, 
626, 629,  697,  698,  712,  757,  772,  848, 854, 
894,895,  902,  912,  924,  928,  929,  936, 964, 
987,  988,  1015,  1020,  1030,  1051,  1052, 
1091,  1132,  1142,  1168,  1170, 1172,  1174, 
.   117<,  1180,  1182, 1184,  1196.  1229,  1267, 


Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.,  a  Representative  from 

Alabama — Continued. 

1311,  1349,  1353, 1354,  1361,  1367,  1368, 

1370,  1371,  1372,  1373,  1374, 1379,  1381, 

1382,  1387,  1408,  1421, 1425,  1429,  1450, 

1452,  1464,  1465,  1495,  1496,  1497,  1501, 

1559,  1572,  1575,  1586,  1587,  1588,  1594, 

1624,  1625,  1640,  1654,  1711,  1738,  1750, 

1758,  1759,  1762, 1820,  1861,  1862,  1863, 

1867,  1868,  1872,  1886,  1889,  1987,  2001, 

■   2038,  2041,  2050,  2075,  2097,  2104,  2106, 

2109,  2117,  2120,  2136,  2139,  2141,  2143 

resolutions  by..  .244,  285,  414,  758, 1728, 2138 

remarks  on  the  introduction  and  reference  of 

sundry  bills 46,  47 

remarks  on  ths  employment  of  a  clerk  by  the 

Committee  on  Public  Lands 64 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 500, 501, 

522,  524,  526,  529,  543,  544,  545,  546,  1913 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill,  669, 1270, 1312, 1343 

remarks  on  the  bill  n>r  the  relief  of  schools  in 

township  number  one,  rang*  number  ten  east, 

in  Alabama ^....698 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  f.n  act  granting 
bounty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers, 

698,699 
remarks  on  the  steam  frigate  bill.  .826, 827, 829 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of 
sixteenth  sections  in  Alabama,  for  school  pur- 
poses .', 848 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  ben- 
efit of  indigent  insane  persons.  .787,  788,  953 

remarks  on  the  grad  uation  bill 1^, 

549,  562,  847,  894, 595,  897,  903,  904, 

905,  912,  913,  914,  915,  916,  917,  918 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  a  section  of  the 

civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for  the  year  ending 

June  30, 1854 933,  934,  935 

remarks,  personal  and  explanatory 1116 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad..  .587 
rsmarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telt^raph 

bill 757,758,1353,1355 

remarks  relative  to  the  acquisition  of  Cuba, 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  railroad  iron,  grants 
of  land  for  railroad  purposes,  Pacific  railroad 

bill,  &c.,  &e. 1395,  1396,  1397 

remarks  relating  to  the  employment  of  a  clerk 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 

Post  Roads 1464 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  squally  to 
the  several  Stales,  for  pubhc  purposes  .  .853, 
1000, 1002, 1671 
remarks  concerning  the  disposal  of  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  the  session 1728 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 

Steenrod 1751 

remarks  relating  to  ths  Coosa  and  Tennessee 

river  railroad l>ill 1765 

remarks  on  ths  Army  appropriation  bill.  .1796 
rsmarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of 

Wisconsin,  for  railroad  purposes 468, 

469,  498,  499,  514 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 

service  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  San 

Francisco .1449, 1559, 1560 

remarks  on  a  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 822,  958,  959 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  first  proviso 
of  the  first  ssction  of  a  certain  bounty  land 

act .2117 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  pensioners 
under  the  act  of  February  3, 1853..  .435,  436 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1674, 

1675,  1680,  1711 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 

surveyor  general  in  New  Mexico 1057, 

1072, 1073. 1074, 1075 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
pose  1092, 1101. 1111, 1432 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 
rslating  to  ths  office  of  surveyor  general  of 

Oregon 1075, 1076, 

1077,  1078,  1079.  1080,  1081,  1082,  1091 

Cochrane,  Mrs.  Sallv  T.  B.,  widow  of  the  laU 

Lieutenant  R.  E.  Cochrane,  of  the  United 

States  Army,  act  for  the  relief  of 906, 

1496, 1868, 1887, 1927 
Cod*  of  laws,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust 
the  expenses  of  a  board  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Territorial  Assembly  of  Utah 
to  prepare  a 1091 


Code  of  laws,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust 
the  expense*  of  a  board  of  comroisslbners 
appointed  by  the  Territorial  Assembly  of 
Oregon,  to  prepare  a,  also  to  adjust  the  ex- 
penses of  collecting  and  printing  certain  laws 
and  archives  of  the  Territory  ofOregon.  .88. 
203,  984, 1030 
Coe.  Charles  P.,  a  page  in  the  House,  resolution 

allowing  pay  to 2106 

Cofifey,   Cornelius,    bill   granting   bounty  land 

to 1587, 1870, 1990,  1995 

Cohassct  Rocks,  joint  resolution  authorizing  Ih* 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Light- 
House  Board  to  determine  upon  the  site, 
plaitj  and  mode  of  constructing  the  light-house 
upon,  and  for  other  purposes...  601,  637,  717 
Coinage,  act  to  authorize  the,  of  gold  pieces  of 
the  value  respectively  of  ten  eagles  and  five 

eagles,  and  for  other  purposes 1443. 

1712,  1737,  2110 

Cole,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of ..  1587, 1990,  1995 

Collection  district, -bill  creatine  a,  in  New  York. 

to  be  called  the  district  of  Dunkirk,  and  con- 

situting  Dunkirk  a  port  of  entry 113 

bill  to  amend  an  act  entiUed  an  act  to  create  on 
additional,  in  the  Territory  ofOregon.. .  .493 
act  to  extend  the  limits  of  the.  of  Muwaukie,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1371 

act  creating  a,  in  California 1561, 1749 

act  creating  a,  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  1561, 
1642, 1749,  2041, 20^ 
Colligan,  John — see  Vasqvez. 
Collins,  Edward  K.,  letter  of .  to  the  Postmaster 

General 2006 

Collins,  James  L. — see  Jlrm^o. 
Colmesnil,  John  B.,  joint  resolution  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  accounts  of.  .1367,  1501,  1863 
Colquitt,  Alfred  H.,  a  Representative  from  Geor- 
gia  2,  1129,  1155,1872 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 523 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. .1156 
(See  Jliqytndix.) 

Colt,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 75, 141. 

267,  330, 1425,  1642,  n29,  1750, 1861, 1662 
rematkB  by — 

Mr.  Bliss 1645 

Mr.  Clingman 1642,  1643, 1644, 1650 

Mr.  Cutting 1644. 

1646,  1647. 1649, 1650, 1729, 1730 

Mr.  Hughes 1642, 1643, 1(47 

Mr.  Letcher. 1642, 1643. 

1646, 1647. 1648, 1649, 1651, 1729 

Mr.  McMullin 1649,1650 

Mr.  Phillip 1729 

Mr.  Pratt 1642,  1650. 1651 

Mr.  Sewaid 1643 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1643. 

1649. 1729, 1730 
Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee. .  ..1648. 1649 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Michigan 1643, 

1644, 1645,  1647, 1648 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1643 

Mr.'Thurston 1426. 1643, 1644. 1729 

Mr.  ZollicofTer 1646 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on 34 

resolutions  of  instruction  to..... 38, 

45,  48,  49,  76,  87,  88, 114,  181,  238,  284, 

286,  412,  413,  414,  415,  682,  1341,  1915 

discharged  from  subjects. .  .69,  439,  1915, 1916 

bills  reported  from .110,  298. 

1228, 1371,  1494, 1586, 1672, 1915,  2108 

resolutions  re|>ortcd  from 601 

reports  from 168,  182,  203, 

298,  439,  1371,  1428,  1586,  1672,  1727. 
1762, 1915,  2041, 2107, 2108,  2111, 2112 

adverse  reports  from «...  .169, 257. 1349 

(See  Foreign  regulations  qf  commerce.) 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  report 

of  the 63,  69 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  annual  report  of,  304. 

677,  697,  711 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  communica- 
tions from  the 187, 267, 294 

Commissioner  of  Pensions,  act  to  regulate  and 

define  the  duty  of  the 681, 685 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell : 689 

Mr.  Dent 681.682 

Mr.  Wcntworth,  of  Illinois 682 

Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presidsnt.  5 
Committees — 
select.  .114, 1652, 1711, 1736, 1859, 1912, 9113 
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Committres — Continued. 

of  conference 1013,1341,1342,1594, 

1921,  2042,  2071,  2122,  2126,  2135,  2137 

joint ia7,  188 

epecial 414,  415,  i;<71 

of  inquiry  in  the  Colt  patent  cacie 1052, 

1682,  1710,  2103 
of  investigation  in  the  Minnesota  land  liiil,  the 

proceedings  of  the 1912, 

1987, 2U93,  2094,  2095 
(See  .llteralion,  i(c.) 

of  invesiigtttion  of  the  charges  made  by  B.  E. 

Green,  against  Hon.  T.   H.  B»yly,  in  his 

repreeenlBlive  character. . .  .1835,  2105,  2108 

standing,  resolution  relating  to  the  appointment 

of 6 

[  Compensation  to  certain  ofHccrs  of  the  House,  113, 
'  1989 

(See  Employtes;   Lamhomi  Gait;  Inspectors  of 

Customs. ) 
bill  to  change  the  mode  of,  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  tl'.e  Delegates  from  the  Territories.  .285 
to  railroad  companies,  bill  to  modify  the  nine- 
teenth section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1845, 

concerning  the 347 

^'Compensation,  bill  to  provide  for  the,  of  district 
land  officers  for  the  performance  of  certain 

duties  now  required  of  them  by  law 699 

increase  of,  to  heads  of  buieans,  proposed,  1682 
[Connecticut,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

'        Slate  of. 1240,  1913 

jontested-election  cases — 

['   Don  Jose  Manuel  Gallegns 40, 

62,  86,  187,  475,  490,  492,  756 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Haven 491 

Mr.  Hunt 492 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri 490,  491,  492 

Mr.  Richardson 62,  63,  491,  492 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky 491 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 491,  492 

Hon.  Mike  Walsh 1444 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 1444,  1445 

Mr.  Ewing 1444,  1445 

Mr.  Orr 1444,  1445,  1446 

Mr.  Stanton, of  Kentucky,  1444, 1445, 144G 
Contingent  funds  of  the  Senate,  bill  to  regulate  the 
disbursement  of  the,  and  for  other  purposes, 
55,  163,  246,  326,  329,  334,  345,  370, 375 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  fiayly,  of  Virginia 56, 

1G3,  164,  165,  167 

Mr.  Breckinridge 326,  339,  345,  346 

Mr.  Clingman 163,  J66,  167 

Mr.  Houston 55,  56,  163, 

164,  165, 1G6,  167,  168,  334,  345,  346 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 55, 

SS,  164,  166,345,346 

Mr.  Mace 55,  165,  166,  168,  345 

Mr.  Peckham 163, 164, 165,  168 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 164 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 165,  166,346 

Sonlract,  bill  further  to  prohibit  the  officers  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  from  having  an  interest  in 
any,  for  the  supply  of  any  articles  for  any 
branch  of  the  service  to  which  such  officers 

may  belong 285,  348 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 348,  .349 

Mr.  Faulkner 348 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 348,  349 

(See  Marble.) 
Conveyances  of  vessels,  snd  for  other  purposes, 
approved  July  29,  18.50,  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  recording,  1372, 

2111 

3oody,  Susan,  act  for  the  relief  of 1726,  2111 

Book,  Anne  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1370, 

f^^_  1865, 1887 

Cook,  Isaac,  and  others,  act  for  the  relief  of,  1372 
Cook,  John  P.,  a  Representative  from  Iowa..  .2, 
37,1129,  1872,2073,2118 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  theTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad..  ..583 

Cook,  Lyman  N.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 203, 

269,272,333,893 

Cooper,  Charles,  &  Co.,  act  for  the  relief^ of.  .219, 

298, 332, 1758, 1759,  1834, 1889 

Copyrights,  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting, 

approved  February  3,  1851 48,  1916 

(See  iSuianer,  Thomas  11.) 


Corrections,  of  the  Journal 267, 

451,  607,  1184,  1455,  2002,  'Sm 

of  reporU 443 

Corwin,  Moses  U.,n  Reprrsenialivefrom  Ohio,  2, 
2J,  193,348,516,  112;),  136ci, 
1495,  1762,  1872,  1914,  1916 

resolutions  by 115,  285,  1762 

remarks  on  a  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

certain  pension  laws 115 

Costin,   John,    resolution    giving   compensation 

to 2141,  2143 

Costs,  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of,  by  the 

United  Slates  in  certain  cases 2141 

Council  Blufls,  Iowa,  act  for  the  benefit  of  citi- 
zens and  occupants  of  the  town  of. 444, 

475,  7a7,  853 

Courts,  bill  to  change  the  times  for  huidiiig  the 

district,  of  the   United  States  in  the  western 

district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes, 

7,47 
bill  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the, 
of  the  United  States  in  the  districts  of  Massa- 
chusetts, I'eiinsylvanio,  and  New  York,  1U2, 
330,  350, 1368, 1738, 1792, 2002,2071, 2077 
art  concerning  the  district,  of  the  United  States 
in  California....  121,  142,  171,  187,205,219 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Houston 171,  172 

Mr.  Latham 171 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee. 171 

Oct  to  provide  a  place  for  holding  the,  of  the 
United  States  in  the  southern  district  of  New 

York,  and  for  other  purposes 246, 

247,  287,  307 

of  the  United  States,  for  the  eastern  district  of 

Pennsylvania,  act  to  provide  a  place   for  a 

poet  office  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for 

the 724,2111 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chondler 723,  724 

Mr.  Clingman 724 

Mr.  Florence 723,  724 

Mr.  Preston 724,  725 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 724 

act  regulating  the  times  of  holding  the  sessions 
of  the  disirict  and  circuit,  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana, 
1271,1372,1765 
bill  to  provide  for  holding  a  stated  session  of  the 
circuit,  of  the  United  States,  for  the  north- 
ern district  of  New  York,  at  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  in  the  said  district,  and  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  di.strict  judge  in  said  dis- 
trict  183 

bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  to  establish  the  judi- 
cial, of  the  United  States 202 

(See  Judicial  Vistricts;  JVissovn;  Utah;  District 
.^Ittorneys .) 
Court-houses— see  /n({taRa;iofis;  Chicago;  Courts; 
J^ilwnukit. 

Cousin,  Fran(oia,  act  for  the  relief  of 1020, 

1372,  1916,  1994,  1995 
Cox,  Lfander  M.,  a  Representative  from   Ken- 
tucky  2,  4.59,  461,  788, 

860,  912,  917,  924,  972,  1020,  1100,  1102, 

1129,  1142,  1144,  1.560,1597,1692,1872 

remarks   on  the  Nebraska  and   Kansas   bill, 

.o       »  1051,  1142 

(See  .Appendix.) 

renmiks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  civil  officers  of 
New  Mexico,  employed   under   its    military 

government 1053,  1054 

Craige,  Burton,   a    Representative  from    North 

Carolina 2,  167,  203,  256,  401,  424,  592, 

593,  679j  685,933,  1132, 1163.  1164,  1173, 
1175.  1189,  1196,  1464,  1585,  1680,  1691, 
1793,  1870,  1874,  2120,  2111,  2135,  2142 

resolution  by 414 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident to  make  a  supplemental  contract  for 
large  marble  for  the  Capitol  extension  .  .424 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 372,  374,  393 

remarks  on  the  second  deficiency  bill 657, 

658,  661,  673,  1269,  1270,  1271,  1274 
remarks  on   the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  President's  message 95 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  1795, 

1825,  1826 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  repeal  the  Minnesota 

land  bill 2100  i 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  . .  1607, 
1608,  1609,  2030,  2031,  2032 

Crandall,  Sarah,  act  for  the  relief  of 1372, 

1496, 1869,  1887,  1927  . 


Crocker,  Samuel  I^-i  «  Representative  from  Maa- 

siichusetiB 2,  1165,  1368,2130 

resolutions  by 182,  1109 

Croix,  DuBuan  de  In,  act  confirming  the  claim  of, 

to  a  lot  of  land  therein  described 906, 

1368,  lf33,  1B89 
Cronchey,  Henry,  act  to  make  compensation  to, 

for  extra  services 1020,  1372,  2109 

Crow  Shoals,  at  Cape  May,  proceedings  relating 

to  a  survey  of 284,  418 

Crown,  Thomas,  act  for  the  relief  of 1712 

Crystal  Palace  Exhibition,  invitation  to  nieinbera 

of  Conguss  to  visit  the 96 

(See  Exhibinon.) 
Cuba,  resolution  touching  recent  outrages  upon 
American  citizens  and  property,  by  the  »u- 

thoritjes  of 614 

Cullom,  William,  a  Representative  from  Teiinea- 

see 2,  15,  53,  f  3,  95, 

113,  125,  415,  802,  873,  885,  987,  1040, 

1143,  1161, 1169,  1170,  1172,  1177,  1179, 

1181,  1183,  f4?6,  1872,  2002,2031,  2099 

remarks  on  the  bill'indemnifying  the  State  of 

Indiana  for  the  failure  of  title  to  a  certeiin 

townshi):  of  land 17,  18 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 564 

remarks,  personal  and    explonalory,  referring 
to  Mr.  Churchwell.  ...1442, 1443,  1444,  1465 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  694 
(See  ^Inpendix.) 

Culver,  Sylvanus,  act  for  the  relief  of. 907, 

1495,  1712,2111,2117 
Cumberland  road,  bill  to  cede  to  Illinois  that  part 

of  the,  lying  within  said  Stale 181,  297 

Gumming,  Thomas  W.,  a  Representative  from 

New  York 2,  35,  1168, 

1169,  1171,  1180,  1353,  1726,  1838,  1872 

resolution  by 413 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks,  dec,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 153,  156 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill,  806,  828,  830 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill...  1471, 

1485,  1486,  2031 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 2122 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. ...2129 

Curran,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 14;i5, 

1867, 1887,  2220 
Curtis,  Carlton  B.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,  45,  48,  187, 

273,  298,  439,  492,  1524,  1671,  1872,  2224 

resolutions  by 492 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  codifying  and  revis- 
ing the  revenue  laws 50 

remarks  concerning  the  resolution  to  fix  the  pay 
of  legislative  employees....  1652,  1653,  1G54 

Cushing,  Mary  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1586, 

1869.1887,2103,2114 
Customs — see  Inspectors;    Claims  of  officers  of  the 

CiL^toms. 
Custom-house,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  resolution 

relative  to» 48 

at  Belfast,  Maine,  resolution  relative  toa. . .  .49 
at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  concerning  a. . .  .1641 

at  San  Francisco,  California 1641 

Custom-houses,  bill  <o  provide  for  the  construc- 
tion of  certain 1672 

and  marine  hospitals  therein  mentioned,  bill  to 

provide  for  completion  of  certain. .  .438,  759 

(See  Chicago;  MUicaukie;  Deficiencies;  Civil  and 

Diplomaiic .) 

Cutting,  Francis  B.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  182.214,218,  219, 

238,  256,  287,  378,  433,  488,  549,  616,  626, 
627,  628, 629,  650,  679, 681,  700, 726,  1013, 
1117,  1128,  1131,  4349,   1368,1624,1872 

resolutions  by .113,  177 

remarks  on  the  resolution   relating  to  the  re- 
moval of  Collector  Bronson. .  .ll3,  121,  122 
remarks  on  the  bill  securing  rights  of  citizenship 
to  children  born  abroad  of  citizens  of  the 

United  States 169,  170,  171 

remarks  relating  to  the  rescue  of  the  sufferers 

on  board  steamship  San  Francisco.  .177,  178 

remarks  relating  to  New  York  politics. . .  .191, 

192,  193,  194,  217 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 66 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  bill  from  th  _ 
Senate  for  the  organization  of  Nebraska  and 

Kansas 701, 

702,  703,  759,  760,  761,  762,  763,  764 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  theTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .576, 
577,  578,  579^ 
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utting,  Francis  B.,  n  Representntive  from  New 

York — Conlinueil. 
remarks  concerning  ndjournmcnt  sine  rftc.  .1349 
remark-i  asking  to  he  excused  from  Rervinp  on 

the  commitiee  in  the  Colt  patent  case. .  .1682 

remarks  on  the  bill  exterulin?  (he  Colt  patent, 

1644,  1646,1647, 1649, 1650,  1729,  1730 

reinarks  on  Ihe  bill  to  increase  the   salaries  of 

the  executive  and  judiciary  officers    in    the 

•         Territories 1037 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 497, 
499,  511 
O. 
Dacotah  Indians — see  Surveys  cfPublic  Lands. 

Darby,  William,  act  for  the  rflief  of 115, 

1727,  1860,1993,2033. 
Dardenne.Thereflo,  widow  of  Abraham  Dardenne, 
deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  their  chil- 
dren   907 

Davis,  Charles  J.,  administrator  of  Captain  John 

Davis,  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 

1372,  1866,  1887 

Davis,  John  G.,  a  Representative  from  Indiana, 

2,  7,  36,  .38,  56,  63.  80,  99, 100,  101,115, 

1123,  ISO, 182, 183, 188, 189, 202,  219, 228, 
267. 269, 271,  272, 288,  331),  346,  347, 397, 
403,  415, 418, 423, 424, 426,  431 , 4.37,  454, 
472, 475,  564,  614.  680, 718, 772, 834, 893, 
906,  986.  1354,  1355,  1.367.  1387,  1405, 
1455,  1464,  1615,  1641,  1671,  1673. 1762, 
1779, 1782,  1794,  1824, 1833,  1862,  1864, 
1865,  1866, 1886,  1915,  2107,  2139,  2140 
resolutions  by 4S8 
remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  295,  29C 
remarks  relatine  to  the  election  of  the  printer  to 
the  House  of  Rtpressntaiives 4,S8 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 534 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad..  .578 
remarks  concerning  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 

Georgetown  Gas-Li;!it  Company 1670 

remarks  relating  to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
National  Hotel  Company  of  Washington  city, 

2106,  2107 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  States 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois  lo  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Central  rail- 
way  806 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 1388 

(See  .tppenilix .) 

Davis,  Lot,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2112 

Davis,  Captain  William,  late  commander  of  the 
^^  United  Slates  transport  schooner  Eufaula,  bill 

^^k    '      for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of, 
^g  425,  479,  481,  1142 

^^  Davis,   Thomas,  a  Representative   from    Rhode 

Island 2,35, 

287,  461,  625. 1162,  1634,  1750,  1872 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 372,  374 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 504 

rennarka  on  the  Csecond)  deficiency  bill. . .  .667 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 788, 

789,  805, 829 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  esleblishtheofficeof  sur- 
veyor general  of  New  Mexico 1058 

remarks  on  theNebraska and  Kansas  bill,  1142. 

1162 
(See  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1763, 1764 

remarks  on  civil  and  diptomoiic  bill, 2045,  2046 

remarks  on  noval  appropriation  bill,  2125. 2126 

^^       remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 

^K  veyor  general   in  Utah,  and  for  other"  pur- 

^V         poses 1092.  1100 

^^  Dawson,  John   L.,n   Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,  4,  7, 16, 

^^,  47,  72.  92.  332. 488,  496, 500, 520. 521,. 532, 

^^  542.  605.  674,  675,  847,  1449,  1471,  1872, 

^P  1914,2069,2076,2101,2104,2142,   2144 

resolutions  by 1229,  2118 

remarks  on   the  death  of  Henry  A.  Muhlen- 

*berg 147 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill. . .  .52,  419,  459, 
461,  462,  .501,  503,  504,  523,  .52.3,  526,  527. 
529,  530,  531,  533,  534,  .535, 538,  539,  540, 
542,  543,  544,548,549,  2024,2104,  2118 
{See^pptnilix.) 
Day,  Ira,  of  Vermont,  act  for  the  relief  of. .  .500, 
964,  1500,  1501.  1561 
Dean.'Gilbert.a  Representative  from  New  York, 
2,4,7,8,16.17,22,35,37,69,73,178.181, 
183,  189,  201,  202,  218,  220,238,272,287, 


Dean,  Gilbert,  a  Representative  from  New  York — 
CmUinued. 
321.  323,  326,  329,  413,  419,  426,  427,  431, 
437,  439,  442,  415.  452,  454,  471.  472,  473, 
48d,  516,  532,  582,  592,  593,  607,  613,  614, 
626,  737,  759,  764,  712,  788,  803,834,837, 
845,  853,  856,  857,  883,  892,  893,908,925, 
926.  929,  933,  935.  941,9,53,  957,  960,972, 
1002,  1130,  1132,  1133,  1165,  1168,  1170, 
1176,  1177,  1180,  1183,  1188,  1192,  1222, 
1236,  1240,  1242,  1243,  1247,  1249,  1321, 
1332,  1524,  1564 

resolution  by b83 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingrabam 69, 

70,  128,  154,  155,  156,  157 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  rtlief  of  Madison 

Parton 283,  329,  330 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 501. 

528,  530,  531,  538,  541,  543,  544,  548 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 666, 

671,  675,  986,  1312,  1318,  1319 

remarks  on  the  reeolulions  providing  for  the 

reference   to   committees  of  the   President's 

message 78,  79 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 807, 

828,  829,  830,  833 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 903 

remarks  relating  to  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  Black  Warrior  affair 650 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  theTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  583, 
584,  585,  586,  590,  591,  601,  602 
remarks  on  the   bill   confirmatory  of   certain 

school  selections 476 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill 961,  962 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  296, 
1161,  1229,  1241 
(Ste^Sppendix.) 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  rights 

of  neutrals 884 

letter  from,  resigning  his  seat 1606 

Deany,   Mary,   widow   of  the    late  Lieutenant 
James  A.  Deauy,  of  the  United  States  Army, 

bill  for  the  relief  of 297. 

332,  333,  896,  906,  963 
Dearing,  William  L. — see  jVistiasippi. 
Deficiencies,  bill  to  supply,  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30ih 

June,  1854 63,  190.  194,  206,  213,  216, 

256,  299,  307,  318,  365,  378,  392,  396,  410 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Appleton 373 

Mr.  Banks 380 

Mr.  Barksdale 325,  326,  370,  371 

Mr.  Benson 321,  393 

Mr.  Benton 321,  323,  369 

Mr.  Bisxell 301,  311,  318,  381 

Mr.  Bliss 324 

Mr.  Breckinridge.. 318,  370,  410.  411,  412 

Mr.  Campbell 311,  368,  410,  411 

Mr.  Chamberlain 367 

Mr.  Chandler 368,383,387,  393 

Mr.  Clark 366,  367 

Mr.  Clingman 319 

Mr.  Craige 372,  374,  393 

Mr.  Davifl,  of  Rhode  Islond 372,  374 

Mr.  Dickinson 381,  382 

Mr.  Disney 300, 

301,  307,  319,  320,375,  384,  411 

Mr.  Dunham 308,  309 

Mr.  lidgerton 387,  388 

Mr.  Ewing 309,  310 

Mr.  Faulkner 379 

Mr.  Florence 368, 

369,  375,  382,  389,  394,  410,  411 

Mr.  Fuller 321, 

324,  325,  326,  365,  370,  387 

Mr.  Goodrich 382 

Mr.  Greenwood .382,  383 

Mr.  Hamilton 387,  388,  392,  394,  411 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Mississippi 386 

Mr.  Haven. .  .311,  321,  369,  374,  378.  3t-8 

Mr.  Hibbard 299,  300, 

301,  307,  308,  311,  319,  321,  322, 
324,  325,  326,  380,  381,  386,  387 

Mr.  Flouston 266,  299,  300, 

301,  308,  309,  310,  319,  321,  323,  324, 
3.55,  326,  365,  366,  367,  368,  369,  370, 
371,  372,  373,  374,  375,  378,  .379,  380, 
381,  382,  383,  384,  385,  386,  389,  392 

Mr.  Hunt 366,  367 

Mr.  Ingeraoll 379 


Deficiencies,  bill  to  supply,  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30ih 
June,  1854 — Conlintud. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 299, 

309,  323,  366,  367,  368,  369,  370 
371,  374,  375,  379,  3K1,  389,  393 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 371,  372,  388 

Mr.  Letcher 309.  310, 

320.  326,  369,  371,  375,  378,  379, 
380,  383,  385,  387,  392,  394,  411 

Mr.  Lilly 318,  384,  393 

Mr.  Matteson 371 

Mr.  Maxwell .325 

Mr.  McMullin,  367,  385, 386, 387,  410,411 

Mr.  Middlcswarth 368 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Indiano 372,  386 

Mr.  Millson 310,  319,  373 

Mr.  Morgan 374,  384,  385 

Mr.  Murray 375 

Mr.  Orr '. . . 370,  371,  372, 

374.  375,  383,  385,  388,  392.  393,  411 

Mr.  Perkina.  of  Louisiana 371, 

374.  375,  383,  384,  386,  387,  393 

Mr.  Phillips 320,  321,  324,  »93 

Mr.  Pratt 368, 380,  381 

Mr.  Preston 308, 

309,  310,  319,  322,  326,  392,  393,  411 

Mr.  Richardson 388 

Mr.  Rice 370 

Mr.  Riddle 299,  300,  323,  .324,  393 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Pennsylvania. . .  .371,  383 

Mr.  Sage 366 

Mr.  Simmons 368 

Mr.  Skelton 325,  373,  374 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 367 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky 311, 

320,  321,  374,  375,  380,  381 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia... 410,  411,  412 

Mr.  Toylor,  of  Ohio 300, 

301,  310,  366,  410,  412 

Mr.  Upham 373 

Mr.  Vunsant 372.  373,  374 

Mr.  Wade 321,  324,  367,  393 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 325, 

326.  370.  385.  393 
Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine. .  .321,  322,  393 
Deficiencies,  bill  (second)  to  supply,  in  the  appro- 
priations   for  the  service  of  the  fiscal    year 
ending  June30,  1854.  ..429, 615. 626, 633.  651, 
ero,  675.  845.  983.  986,  1013,  1130,  1267, 
1288,  1312,  1322,  1334,  1342,  1348,  1353 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Ashe 1268 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 615,616,634, 

636,  670,  671,  1273,  1276,  1291.  ls;92, 
1295, 1296, 1317,1318, 1319, 1320, 1322 

Mr.  Ball 674 

Mr.  Banks 1294,  1322 

Mr.  Barry, 1274. 1277,1296,1297, 1318, 1322 

Mr.  Benton 656,  1324 

Mr.  Biesell 665,  670,  673,  674 

M r.  Bocock 1296 

Mr.  Breckinridge 429,  4.30, 

616,  626.  633,  634.  6.35,  652,  653,  654, 
656,  657,  661,  665,  666,  667,  668,  669, 
670,  671,  672,  673,  674,  675,  676,  1319 

Mr.  Bridges. 633 

Mr.  Campbell 658,  662, 

666,  671,  673,  674,  676,  1267,  1270 

Mr.  Caskle 636 

Mr.  Clingman 431,  626,  636,  6.'.2, 

6G5,  666,  667,  673,  674,  675,  845,  1344 

Mr.  Cobb 669,  1270,  1312, 1343 

Mr.  Craige 657, 

6.58,  661,  673,  1269,  1270,  1271,  1274 

Mr.  Cullom 564 

Mr.  Cutting 669 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island 667 

Mr.  Dean 666, 

671,  675,  986,  1312,  131^,  1319 

Mr.  Disney 656,  604,  665.667 

Mr.  Florence 4.30,615.  616, 

635. 671, 672, 674, 1277, 1239, 1290, 1294 

Mr.  Goodrich 666 

Mr.  Greenwood 1289 

Mr.  Hamilton 1272, 

1273.  1275,  1276,  1290,  1320,  1323 

Mr.  Haven 430, 

431,  1270,  1271,  1289,  1291,  1297. 1312, 
1313,  1314,  1316,1317,  1318,  1319,  1323 

Mr.  Henn 1316,  1317 

Mr.  Hibbard,  653,  654, 658,  666,672,  1316 
Mr.  Hillyer 1273,  1274,  1275 
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Deficiencies,  bill  (second)  to  supply,  in  the  ap- 
propriations lor  the  seivice  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June'30,  1854-'-Con/imMii. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Houston 615, 6G3,  6G5, 

6C7,  G70,  674,  845,  &U6,  12(i9,  1270, 
1271,  1290,  1291,  1294,  129C,  1310, 
1315,  1319,  1320,  1324,  1343,  1344 

Mr.  Howe 636 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee. .  .431,  664,  665, 
672,  673, 674,  676,  986, 1269, 1270,  la72, 
1275,  1312, 1313,  1316,  1322,  1323,  1344 

Mr.  Keitt 431,  1292,  1319 

Mr.  Knox 1319,  1320 

Mr.  Latham 1294,  1295, 

1296,  1313,  1314,  1315,  1322,  1.323 

Mr.  Letcher.  .636,  666,  66S,  671.  673,  674, 

676,  1269,  1270,  12d9,  1290,  1291,  1292, 

1293,  1298,  1318,  1320,  1322,  1323,  1344 

Mr.  Lilly 1294 

Mr.  Maxwell 662 

Mr.  McDougall  ...1271,  1272,  1295,  1296, 

1297,  1298,  1314,  1315,  1319,  1322,  1332 

Mr.  McMuUin 661,  670,  674,  675 

Mr.  McNair 1315 

Mr.  Millson 1273,  1274 

Mr.  Morgan 1270,  1271,  1295 

Mr.  Oliver,  of  Missouri 657,  659 

Mr.  Olds 1313 

Mr.  Orr 430,  663, 

664.  667,  668,  670,  675,  1268, 1318,  1320 

Mr.  Parker 1289 

Mr.  Peckham ^  .  .986 

Mr.  Pennington 1291 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 655,  656 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York.  ...1288,  1289 

Mr.  Phelps 983, 

986,  1267,  1268,  1269,  1271,  1272,  1276, 
1289,  1290,  1292,  1293,  1294, 1295,  1297, 

1298,  1312,  1313,  1315, 1316, 1317,  1319, 
1320,  1322,  1334,  1342,  1343,  1344,  1345 

Mr.  Phillips 652,  661,  664,  669,  671 

Mr.  Pratt 1316,  1317 

Mr.  Preston 633,  635,  636,  652, 

656,  657, 663, 664, 667,  668,  672,  674, 675 

Mr.  Richardson 664,  665 

Mr.  Riddle 651,  652,  654, 1275, 1292 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Penneylvonia 6.')2 

Mr.  Rowe 1291,  1292 

Mr.  Sage 1269,  1276,  12-9 

Mr.  Skelton 1273,  1276,  1277 

Mr.  Smith,  of  IVew  York 653 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 656, 

661,  667,  670,  673,  1272,  1289,  1290, 

1292,  1293,  1295,    1296,  1297,   1315 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky .  .653,  660,  673, 

1269,  1270,  1271,  1272, 1273,  1274, 

1275,  1277,  1289,  1290, 1291, 1292, 

1293,  1294,  1317,  1318,  1319,  1344 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee.  .653,  657,  658, 

667,  670,  671,  674,  1274, 1275, 1277, 1320 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia 1268,  1272 

Mr.  Stratton 1316 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 635,  636, 

651, 655, 658, 660, 665, 666, 667, 669, 670, 
1268,  1269,  1270,  1271,  1274,  1275,  1277 

Mr.  Tracy 635,  1320 

Mr.  Vansant 1275, 1276, 1277,  liJ90 

Mr.  Wade 655,  662 

Mr.  Walbridge 636,  668 

Mr.  Walker 671,  672 

Mr.  Walsh 1314, 

1315,  1317,  1319,  1320,  1343,  1344 
Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  674,  675, 1268 
Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine. .  .663,  674,  675 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 615, 

635,651,658,672,  668 

Mr.  Witte ti71 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania 1275 

De  Kalb,  Major  General  Baron,  bill   for  relief  of 
th*childrenand  heirs  of,  348,  478,  1498, 1862 
Delivery — see  Ports  of  Delivery. 
Dement,  Lieutenant — see  Hansom. 
Dennet,  George,  of  Portsmouth,   New   Hamp- 
shire, act  for  the  relief  of. 1727 

Dent,  William   B.  W.,  a   Represeniaiive   from 

Georgia 2,  36,  76.  257,  267,  285, 

426,  479,  480,  845,  885,  953,  1129,  1369, 
1381,  1634,  1635,  1640,  1653,  1834,  1872 

'resolutions  by 285,  885 

'remarks on  the  homestead  bill, 502, 503,504,505 

J  remarks   on    the   bill   to   aid  the  Territory  of 

Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad, 

087,  590 


Dent,  William   B.   W.,  a  Representative  from 
Georgia — Conliniud. 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  Cominissioiier  of  Pensions  in 

certain  cases 681,  682 

Deserters,  bill  concerning  the   apprehension  and 
delivery  of,  from  foreign  vessels  in  the  ports 

of  the  United  States 2141 

Des  Aloines  Rapids — see  Rock  Island;  Minissipiii 

Rivtr. 
Devlin,  John,  act  for  the  relief  of,  475,  1750,  1993 
De  Witt,  Alexander,  a  Uepreaentative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  2,  16, 

17,  182,  453,  463,  1129,  1455,  1559,  1872 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  ..1470 

Dick,  John,  a  Representative  from  Pennsylvania, 

2, 16, 100, 1144,  1494, 1727,  1872,  2119,  2141 

resolution  by 1355 

Dickerhoir,  Andrew  J.,  act  for  the  relief  of,  907, 
1369,  1865,  1886,  1927 

Dickins,  Asbury ,  act  for  the  relief  of 821^ 

1750, 1992 
Dickinson,  Edward,  a  Representative  from  Mns- 

Buchusetts 2,  682,  1 155, 

1185,  1188,  1189,  1243,  1247,  1267, 
1730,  1763,  1794,  182:2,    1872   2024 

resolutions  by 682,  767,  1670,  1763,  2024 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 381,  3e2 

remarks  concerning  the  superintendence  of  na- 
tional armories 1585,  1''70,  1671 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .1713, 

1785,  1794 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  Hoar,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  his  minsion  to  South  Car- 
olina  1242 

Diplomatic    and  consular  system  of  the  United 

States,  bill  to  remodel  the 1359,  2040 

Disney,  David  T.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
2,  54,  63,  76,  87,  111,  206.  238, 
296,  297,  330,  346,  347,  350,  397,  414, 
427,  446,  459,  463,  475,  626,  629,  681, 
685,  703,  757,  758,  787,  788,  695,  917, 
1051,  1131,  1355,  1370,  1425.1496,1502, 
1594,  1671,  1678,  1872,  1897,  1916,  1988, 
2011,  2098,  2101,  2104,  2106,  2108,  2141 

resolution  by 63 

remarks  on  the  employment  of  a  clerk  by  the 

Committee  on  Public  Lands 63,  64 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 148,  151,  152,  153 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  constitute  Cluincy,  Illi- 
nois, a  port  of  delivery 205 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pioneer 
Manufacturing    Company    of    Georgetown, 

District  of  Columbia 347 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 300, 

301,  307,  319,  320,  375,  384,  411 
remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  Slate  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land 404,  405 

remaiks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  land  ofKce  in 
the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan  . .  .466,  467 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 524, 

541,  542,  2024 
remarks  on  the  Wisconsin  railroad  bill.. .  .626, 

627,  628,  629 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. . .  .654, 

655,  656,  665,  667 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 895, 

902,  903,  904,  905,  906,  913,  915,  916 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 

oiipointing   the  Assistant  Secretary   of  the 

Treasury 59,  60,  61 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road   578,  585,  588 

remarks  concerning  adjournment  sine  die.. 1316, 

1575,  1576,  1595 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  equally  to 

the  several  States,  for  public  purposes.  ,1002, 

1013,  1014,  1606,  1671 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  concerning  the  charges  against  Hon. 
T.  H.  Bayly,  made  to  a  certain  committee  of 

inquiry  by  B.  E.  Green 1836 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1411, 

1480,  1483,  1485,  2050,  2051,  2071,  2072 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes,  467,  468, 

469,  470,  472,  473,  475,  497,  498,  499, 

500,  509,  510,  511,  512,  513,  514,  516 

remarks  on  the  bill  confirmatory   of   certain 

school  selections. .  K 476,  477,  478 


Disney,  David  T.,  A  'Cepresentalive  from  Ohio — 
Coutinucd. 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers,  and 

otnerwiHe 20O9 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  theoffice  ot  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico. .  .1054,  1U55, 
1056,1057,1058,  1071, 
1072,  1074,  1075,  1431 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor  general  in    Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1091,  1093,  1094,  1095. 

1102,  1109,  1110,  1112,  1431,  1432,  1433 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 

relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of 

Oregon 1077,  1078,  1079,  1081 

District  of  Columbia,  bill    to  prevent  malicious 
mischief,  and  to  protect  property  in  the.  .286, 

1497 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the .34 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 183,  1354 

adverse  reports  from 245,  347,  13G7 

reports  from.. 347,  1497,  1670,1916,2106,2107 

resolutions  reported  from 24G 

bills  reported  from 1367, 

1494,  1496,  1497,2107,2141 
(See  Small  Ab/ej;  Raitway;  Fire  Insurance;  Ju- 
diciary System;  Railroad;  Georgetown  Jiqut- 
duct.) 
District  attorneys,  act  to  regulate  the  fees  and 
compensation  of,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  I'oi  the  Territories  of  Minnesota,  New 

Mexico,  and  Utah 637,  896 

District  judges,  bill  to  regulate  the  salaries  of  thr, 

of  the  United  States 999,  2111 

District  land  ofiicers — see  Contpensation. 

Dixon,  James,  act  for  the  rtlief  of 1471, 

1494,  1860,  1993 

Domerce.Don  B.  Juan,  act  for  the  relief  of. ..  .350 

Donelson,  John,  Stephen    Heard,  and  others,  bill 

to  revive  and  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act 

passed  the  24th  May,  1824,  entitled  An  act 

for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of. 1586 

Dorsey,  Lloyd,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
1368,  1750,  1993,  1995,  2143 
Dousman,  Hercules  L.,  bill  to  confirm   to,  his 
title  to  farm  lot  No.  32,  adjoining  the  town  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
257,  271 ,  272,  333,  398,  436,  477 
Douglass,  David  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  late  mar- 
shal of  the  northern  district  of  California, 

1924,  2140 
Dowdell,  James  F.,  a  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama  2,7,  601,  1154,  1872,  1873 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 526,  527 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  Slate 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 468 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1155 
(See  Jlfpendix.) 
Dubuque,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  act  to  relinquish 

certain  land  to  the  city  of 434,  500 

(See  Ports  of  Delivery.) 
Duer,  William,  act  for  relief  of.. .1428,1433,  2109 
Duer,  William  A.,  John  Duer,  and  Beverly  Rob- 
inson, trustees  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alex- 
ander, widow  of  Major  General  William 
Alexander,  commonly  known  as  Lord  Stir- 
ling  1368,  1501,1863,  1887 

Duff,  Rev.  Dr.,  of  Scotland,  announced  to  preach 

in  the  Representatives'  Hall 659 

Duff,  John — see  Joseph  Gotider. 
Dunbar,  William,  a  Representative  from  Louisi- 
ana  2,  36,  87, 115. 

439,697,  821,  1070,  1196,  1312,  1371,1872 
remarks  on  a  proposed  reference  of  certain  esti- 
mates relating  to  rivers  and  harbors,  137, 138 
Dunham,    Cyrus    L.,    a    Representative     from 

Ohio 2,3,6,7,16,  286,  287,  296, 297, 

414,  443,  453,  1094,1333,  1732,  1872,2118 
remarks  touching  the  duties  of  certain  commit- 
tees  76,  77,  78 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 308,  309 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  the  failure  of  title  to  a  certain 

township  of  land 17, 

18,  398,  399,  400,  401,  402,  403,  404,  405 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 903,  904 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  executive  and  judiciary  officers  in  the  Ter- 
ritories  1039,  104O 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  certain  lilirs 

of  the  Chippewa  Indians 1033 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1233 
(See  Jippendix.) 
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Dunkirk,  New  York — see  Ports  tf  Entry;  Cottee- 

lion  Dittriels. 
Dunning,  Jamea,  act  for  the  relief  of.. ...... .219 

298,333, 1758,  1759, 1834, 1889 
Duties — see  Warehovsing  Syilem;  Railroad  Iron; 
Salt;  Rtvemu. 

resoluiion  relative  to  the  redaction  of 47 

bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  act  concerning 

tonnage,  on  Spanish  veaeels 285, 1915 

bill  to  extend  the  time  for  payment  of,  on  rail- 
road iron,  and  for  other  purposes 7,  46 

bill  to  remit  the,  upon  certain  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  San 

Franoisco. 1494, 1496, 1727,  1866 

on  imports,  bill  reducing  the,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1420, 1446 

on  imports  and  tonnage,  appra|d  the  2d  day 
of  IVIarch,  1799,  act  to  amemRhe  provisions 
of  the  fifly-aixth  8e<^on  of  the  act  entitled  an 

act  to  regulate  the  collection  of. 1372, 

1586,1594,2112,2117 

Dutton,  John,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the 

American-built  brig,  and  to  grant  a  register 

in  her  name 110,123,183,206 

Drawbacks— see  Salt. 

Drum,  Augustus,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  2,  21,  36,  47,  52, 124.  168,  183, 

189,  190,  282,  284,  304,  392,  524,  926, 
980,  1094,  1138,  1164,  1165,  1169,  1170, 
1171,  1172,  1176,  1177,  1241,  1321.  1323, 
1333,  1368,  1372, 1378,  1379,  1410,    1872 

resolutions  by 48, 147, 168, 183,  1321 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Henry  A.  Muhlen- 
berg.  146 

remarks  on  the  bill  securing  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship  to  children  born  abroad  of  parents 
who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States. . ,  .171 
remarks  concerning  the  railroad   riots  at  Erie, 

Pennsylvania 233 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill..  1234 
{8te  appendix.) 

E. 

Eastman,  Ben  C,  o  Representative  from  Wis- 
consin  2, 

37,  49,  69,  73,  102, 110, 142, 168, 181, 182, 
183.  492,  565,  738,  833,  834,  853. 919, 962, 
1057,  1642.  1688,  1691,  1731,  1758,  1762, 
1824,  1872,  1873,  1916,  2041,  2142,  2143 

resolutions  by 88, 181,  286,  492 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 

Alexander  P.  Field 6, 21 

remarks  relating  to  printing  extra  copies  of  the 

Census  report 160,  161 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land 403,  404 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 

of  Wisconsin,  for  railroad  purposes. . .  .471, 

510,  511,  512,  515,  516 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 542 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah 

Bebee 918,919 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 

Qrignon 1834 

Elaston,  Captain  Langdon  C,  act  for  the  relief 

of 1372,1587 

Eddy,  Norman,  a  Representative  from  Indiana, 
2, 1241, 1587,  1872,  2140 

resolution  by 38 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  the  case  of  Isaac 

Bowman 1594 

Eldgerton,  Alfred  P., a  Representative  from  Ohio, 
2,  36,  46,  87,  95,  168,  203,  219,  267,  270, 
271,  298,  329,  330,  331,  332,397,  439,  444, 
532,  588,  592,  601,  682,  606,  611,  659,679, 
700,  736,  737,  821,  848,  873,  894,  ^6, 898, 
902,  909,  918,  964  965,  979,  1014,  1015, 
1109,  1120,  1129, 1131,  1132,  1177,  1178, 
1182,  1727,  1729,  1750,  1824,  1833,  1834, 
1835,  1842,  1859,  1860,  1861,  1862,  1988, 
1989, 1992,  199^,  1994,  1996,  2100,  2111, 

2140 

resolutions  hj 87, 1989 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  296, 

297. 1161, 1236, 1253 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

387,388 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  recompense  the  discoverer 

of  practical  ansesthesia 963 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 

Cooper  &  Co. 1758 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries  and 
Smith 965,983 


Edmands,  J.  Wiley,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  2,  36,  49,  162,  182,  256, 

269.  425, 802, 1165, 1169, 1176, 1297, 1355, 

1370,1711,1728,  1793,  1872,   1993,  2112 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  pensioners 

under  the  act  of  February  3,  1853.  .426,  435 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1235 

Edmnndson,  lienry  A.,  a  Representative  from 

Virginia .2,  413, 1175, 1455, 1872,2112 

resolution  by. 413 

EMwards,  James,  and  others,  act  for  the  relief  of, 

1372,  1587, 1870, 1887, 1928 

Edwards,  William  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..203, 

270,  331,  333,  397,  896,  906,  963 

Elections,  the  Committee  on 33 

reports  from 475 

Election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  proceedings  in  relation  to  an 

amendment  of  the  mode  of. 188, 

203,  238,  283,  294,  475, 1372 
Ellis,  Giles  U.— see  CaA,  D.  C. 

Ellis,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1370, 

1865, 1887, 1994 

EUlison,  Andrew,  a  Representative  from  Ohio.  .2, 

466,  746,  834,  979,  1002,  1014,.1176, 

1242,  1332,  1353,  1354,  1364,  1369, 

1728, 1762, 1872, 1914 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 543 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  a  Representative  from  Massa- 
chusetts  924i 

1155,  1176, 1246, 1732,  1872, 1914, 1989 

resolution  by 1463 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1154, 

1239 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  resolution  directing  the  payment 
of  per  diem  and  mileage  to  the  Hon.  Zsno 

Scudder 1463 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  postage  laws  as 
affecting  newspaper  postage,  1781, 1782,  1793 

Elliott,  George,  bill  for  the  rehef  of 1588, 

1991,1995 
Elliott,  John  M.,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  3, 1727,  1872,  2116 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1154 

(See  Jfmtndix.) 

Elliott,  Theodore.E.,  act  for  the  relief  of,  821, 1916 

El  Paraguay?  by  a  new  name,  bill  to  authorize  a 

register  to  be  issued  to  the  steamer. . .  .1228, 

1371, 1585, 1680 

Emigrant  passenger  ships,  resolutions  of  the  New 

York  Legislature  in  relation  to 326,  329 

Emmons,  Uri,  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the 

lat 1727 

Engraving,  the  Committee  on ' 34 

resolutions  reported  from 180,  2105 

resolutions  of  instructions  to 438 

English,  William  H.,  a  Representative  from  In- 
diana  2,  4, 18, 

38,  87,  92,  112,  180,  259,  592,  679,  756, 
762,  834,  928,  1142,  1161,  1164,  1172, 
1177, 1409,  1449,  1870,  1888,  1914,  1988, 
1990,  2001,  2041.  2107,  2118,  2121,  2122 

resolution  by 87 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemni^ing  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  the  failure  of'^ title  to  a  certain 

township  of  land 403 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  ..587 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  294, 
295.  296,  297,  1142.  1238 
(See  jlppendix.)  _ 
remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill ..... .1677 

Enrolled  Bills,  the  Committee  on. . .  .34, 847, 2103 

reporu  from., 182, 183, 

205,  219,  228,  307,  346,  375,  436,  453, 
462,  463,  490,  717,  758,  853,  857,  874, 
893,  906,  951,  953,985,1030,1070,1071, 
1091,  1143,  1333,  1348,  1371,  14U8,  1450, 
1455,  1559,  1561,  1641,  1680,  1698,  1715, 
1785,  1889.  1924,  1927,  1987,  2002,  2013, 
2033,  2058,  2077,  3103,  2115, 2117,  2121, 
2126,  2135,  3137,  2140,  2143.  2144,  2320 
Entry — see  Ports  qf. 

Employees  of  the  legislative  department  of  the 
Qovemment,  &c.,  &c.,  joint  resolution  to  fix 

the  compensation  of. 1652, 1785, 1787 

of  the  House,  resolution  calling  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  services,  and  compensation 

of 2112 

Equity — see  Porlies  in. 

Erie  riots,  proceedings  relating  to  the  obstruc- 
tions to  travel  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania. . .  .100, 
217,259,1368 


Erie  riots,  proceedings  relating  to  the  obstructions 
to  travel  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania — Continued. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Boyce 100 

Mr.  Campbell 234, 235,  236,  257 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 100, 101 

Mr.  Oick 100 

Mr.  Drum '..233 

Mr.  Gamble 335 

Mr.  Grow 217. 318,  229,  237 

Mr.  Hendricks 100, 101 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana "7337 

Mr.  Orr '. 101 

Mr.  Richardson 101, 237 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Pennsylvania 100. 

101,232,233,235,236,237 

Mr.  Wade 339.331 

Mr.  Washburne.  of  Illinois 233 

233,  234, 336,  237 
Erwin,  James,  of  Arkansas,  and  others,  act  for 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of,  907, 1864 
Etheridge,  Emerson,  a  Representative  from  Ten- 
nessee  2, 2U3. 

313,  246,  1382,  1424,  1496, 1872 

remarks  relating  to  thecourse  of  Captain  lllgra- 

ham  in  the  case  of  Martin  Koszta,  and  on  the 

proposition  to  confer  the  title  of  lieutenant 

general  for  eminent  services 253 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 534,  535 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  President's  message 253 

remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Tennessee  relative  to  swamp 

lands 1519 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. 

1162, 1209 
(See  .Appendix.) 

Evans,  Eliza  M.,  act  for  the  relief  of. 1372, 

1587,1870,2141,2143 
Everhart,  William,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2, 1233, 1750, 1872 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1696 

Everly,  Lieutenant  Michael,  a  revohitionary  offi- 
cer, act  for  the  relief  of. 350 

Ewing,  Nathan,  assignee  o(  the  interests  of  H. 

Richards 415 

Ewing,  Presley,  a  Representative  from  Kentucky, 
2,  5, 16,  35, 36,  56,  69,  78,  95, 115,  142,  216, 
272, 375, 425, 437, 451 , 453, 454, 461 , 496, 516, 
612,  703,  1129,  1396,  1444, 1535,  1565,  1872 

resolution  by 985 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 
appointing  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury 56,  57 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  certain  estimates  of 

the  Secretary  of  War,  101, 137, 138,  139, 140 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  changing 

the  mode  of  electing  the  President  and  Vice 

President  of  the  United  States 188, 

238, 283, 284 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 309,  310 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 
reference  of  the  President's  message..  124. 173 
(See  .%Mu<{i«.) 

remarks    on    introducing    certain    resolutions 
calling  upon  the  President  for  information, 

985.986 
remarks  concerning  adjournment  rine  die.. 1353. 

1377.  1576 
remarks  relating  to  the  right  of  Mike  Walsh 

to  a  seat  in  Congress. 1444,  1445 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs, 

&c.,  of  Richard  W.  Mesde..l597,  1598,  1599 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1504, 

1505, 1506,  1509 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 680 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries 

and  Smith 964, 

965,  980,  981,  982,  983,  1464,  1497,  1498 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .454 

(See  Jppendix.) 

Executive  and  judiciarjr  officers,  bill  to  increase 

the  salaries  of  the,  in  Oregon,  New  Mexico, 

Washington,  Utah,  and  Minnesota 182, 

572, 1037, 1053, 1439. 1874, 1934 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  BernhiseL 1037, 1038, 1040 

Mr.  Breckinridge 1429 

Mr.  Catting 1037 

Mr.  Dunham 1039,  1040 

Mr.  Haven 1429 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tehnessee..l037,  1039, 1429 
Mr.  Kerr 1038, 1039, 1040,  1053 
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Executive  and  judiciary  offlcera,  bill  to  increase 
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resolution  by 413 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.. 1333 

(See  Jpptndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  day  of  the 

annual  assembling  of  Congress 1446 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers,  and 

otherwise 3007,  3108,  3109 

Goodrich,  John  Z.,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts   3, 

347,  431,  1118,  1119,  1164.  1165.  1166, 
1168,  1169,  1170,  1172,  1177, 1118,  1180, 
1181,  1183,  1190,  1244,  1246,  1373,  1956 

resolution  by 437 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 382 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficency  bill . . .  .666 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill..  1335 
(See  ^^jipindix.) 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 

prialion  bill 1509 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  fur  other  pur- 
poses  1098 

Goggin,  James  M.,  act  for  the  relief  of 849, 

906,  949, 1501,  1863,  1886,  1927 

Gondsr,  Joseph  W.,  and  John  Duff,  act  for  the 

relief  of..l21, 140, 1496, 1868, 1869, 1887,1927 

Gossett,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 181 

Gove,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1728, 

1992,  1995 
Graduation    of  the  price  of  public  lands — see 

Granfi. 
Graham,  James  S.,  and  Walker  H.  Finnall,  bill 
for  the  relief  of 854,  1501 ,  1S63, 1887 


Graham,  Robert,  bill  authorizing,  to  locate  six 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three 
acres  of  land,  in  lieu  of  the  one  undivided 
half  part  of  certain  lands  patented  to  John 
Edgar  and  John  Murray  St.  Clair,  by  ths 
Governor  of  the  North  Eastern  Teriuory, 
873, 1501, 1863, 1995 
Grampus,  act  for  ths  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  schooner,  who  were  lost  in  that 

vessel  in  March.  1843 247, 

1369,  1865,  1886,  1927 
Grants,  bill  granting  lands  to  the  States  of  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  the  Palls  of  the  Ohio  river  to 
a  point  on  the  Miesissippi  river,  opposite  ths 

city  of  St.  Louis 4,  38 

bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  and  all  other 
branches  of  industry,  by  granting  to  every 
person  who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  tho  condi- 
tion  of  occupancy  and  cultivation   for  ths 

period  herein  specified 5,  47,  70 

bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  manu- 
factures, and  all  other  branches  of  industry, 
by  granting  to  evrry  roan  who  is  the  head  of 
a  family  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  o(  land 
out  of  the  public  domain,  upon  condition  of 
occupancy  and  cultivation  of  the  same,  for  the 
period  herein  specified... 5,  47,  52,  179,  419, 
423,  437,  439, 444.  453,  458,  500.  531, 532. 
542,   1913,  3024  2071.  2104,  3118.  3139 
rtmarka  by — 

Mr.  Ashe 548 

Mr.  Barry 503 

Mr.  Bennett 546 

Mr.  Biesell 522,  534,  525,  530, 534 

Mr.  Boyce 536 

Mr.  Breckinridge 540 

Mr.  Bridges 537,539,2104 

Mr.  Campbell 527,  528,  529 

Mr.  Chamberlain.  .434,  523,  534,  545,  546 

Mr.  Chandler .')28 

Mr.  Clingman,52,  504,  529,  533, 534,  535, 
538, 5£0, 542, 543, 544, 545, 546, 518, 549 

Mr.  Cobb 500,  501, 522, 

534,  526,  529,  543, 544,  545  54G,  1913 

Mr.  Colquitt 523 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 234 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island 504 

Mr.  Dawson 53,  419,  459,  461,  462, 

501,  503,  504,  522,  S2.-),  526,  527,  529. 
530,  531,  533,  534,  535,  538,  539,  540, 
542,  543,  544,  548,  549,  2024,2104,  2118 

Mr.  Dean 501. 

528.  530,  531,  538, 541,  543,  544,  548 

Mr.  Dent 502.  503,  504,  505 

Mr.  Disney 524,  541,  542,  2024 

Mr.  Dowdell 526,537 

Mr.  Drum 524 

Mr.  Eastman. . . . : 542 

Mr.  Ellison 543 

Mr.  Etheridge 534,  535 

Mr.  Faulkner 542,  543 

Mr.  Florence 505,548 

Mr.  Giddings 504 

Mr.  Good 548 

Mr.  Greenwood ...  .501, 503, 521, 524. 538 

Mr.  Grey .529 ,  536 

Mr.  Grow 419,  458,  459, 

461,  523,  524.  525.  536. 546,  547,  548 

Mr.  Hamilton 538,  544,  546,  549 

Mr.  Haven 53,  439 

Mr.  Hendricks 533,  537.  538, 548 

Mr.  Henn,  535, 530, 534, 536, 537, 539, 546 

Mr.  Houston 53 

Mr.  Hunt 5ll3 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 53, 

419,  439,  501,  503,  503,  505,.521,  523, 
524,  525,  526,  528,  530,  532,  533,  535, 
537,  538,  539,  .S42,  544,  545,  546,  548 

Mr.  Keitt 504,  546 

Mr.  Kerr 544 

Mr.  Lane, of  Indiana... 529,  538,543,544 

Mr.  Letcher 506,  527, 541,  542,  549 

Mr.  Lilly .530,541 

Mr.  Lindley 534 

Mr.  Mace 419 

Mr.  Matteson 534,  539 

Mr.  McMuIlin 502,548 

Mr.  Milleon 505, 

521,  523,  526,  527,  533,  533,  544,  549 
Mr.  Norton 535 
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Grants,  bill  to  •ncoiirnge  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  all  other  branches  of  in- 
dustry, by  granting  to  every  man  who  is  the 
head  of  a  family  and  a  citizen  of*  the  United 
SialeH,  a  tract  of  one  hundrrd  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  out  of  the  public  domain,  upon  con- 
dition of  occupancy  and  cultivniion  of  the 
same,  for  the  period  herein  specified — Con- 
limted. 
■marks  by — 

Mr.  Orr 52G,  528,  532,  535,  549 

Mr.  Peckham 5^8,  529 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York.  .530,  .'i33,  544 
Mr.  Phillips.  .525, 530,  533,  537,  540,  2<)71 

Mr.  Pratt 522,  524 

M  r.  Preston 537 

Mr.  Ready 502,536,539 

Mr.  Richardson 52,  419,  502,  .'503 

Mr.  Sa  e 539 

Mr.  Sapp 439 

Mr.  Seymour 544 

Mr.  Simmons 521 

Mr.  Skelton 419 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 461 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 459, 

461,"  462,  522,  523,  .526,  527, 
528,  530,  537,  538,  539,  540 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee.... 544 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia..  .546,  547,- 548 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio .502, 

503,  524,  525,  529 

M  r.  Wad  e 543 

Mr.  Wal aridge 535 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 521, 

522,  524,  526,  .529,  531,  548 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 530,  546 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania 503, 

504,  537,  539,  541 
Mr.  Yates 502,  503,  505 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  the  public  lands  to  the  Slate  of  Iowa 
and  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Northwestern  railroad 
from  Galena,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  by  the 
Talley  of  Tete  de  Mort,  through  the  Stale  of 
Iowa,  to  the  Great  Bend  of  the  Minnesota 

river,  in  Minnesota  Territory 7,  87 

'"bill  donating  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid 
in  the  consiruclion  of  ihe  Mississippi,  Oui- 
chita,  and-Red  River  railroad,  in  the  Stale  of 
Arkansas 7,  45 

bill  to  grant  a  homestead  to  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  to  provide  for  the  safe  of  the 
same  to  actual  settlers  only 7,  45 

bill  to  grant  to  the  Stale  of  Iowa  a  quantity  of 
the  public  lands,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said 

Slate 7,  45 

lill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Selma,  on  the  Alabama  river,  to  Gadsden,  on 
the  Coosa  river,  in  said  Slate 7,  76 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  alternate  sec- 
tions of  ihe  public  lands  for  railroads  between 
the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of 

Mexico 16,  45 

lill  to  grant  to  the  States  of  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama alternate  sections  of  the  publiclands,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  Pensacola,  Flor- 
ida  16,  45 

bill  to  grant  alternate  sections  of  Ihe  public 
lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans 16 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of 
Ihe  public  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Girard,  Alabama,  to  Mobile, 

17,38 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  the  tight 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  the  public  land,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing  a  rail- 
road from  Shreveport  to  the  Mississippi  river, 
in  said  State 21,  46 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  Stale  of  Arkansas,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  a  point 
on  the  southwest  boundary  of  ihe  Stale  of 
Missouri,  and  a  line  from  Springfield,  Mis- 
souri, to  Bentonville,  Arkansas,  via  Benton- 
ville,  Payetleville,  Van  Buren,  and  Fort 
Smith,  10  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State, 
north  of  the  Red  river  raft,  to  be  denomin- 
ated the  Western  Border  railroad,  23,88,  466 


Grants,  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  un- 
sold and  unappropriated  public  lands  remain- 
ing in  that  State 36,  46 

bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  manu- 
factures, and  all  other  branches  of  industry, 
by  granting  to  every  man  who  is  the  head  of 
a  family,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  out  of  the  public  domain,  upon  con- 
dition of  occupancy  and   cultivation  of  the 
same,  for  the  period  herein  specified,  and  to 
graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  public  lands, 
38,  1P9,  179,  549,  562,  847, 
894,  897,  902,  912,  917,  2132 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 904,  912,  915,  916 

Mr.  Chastain 915 

Mr.  Clingman 903 

Mr.  Cobb 169, 

549,  562,  847,  894,  895,  897,  903,  904, 
905,  912,  913,  914,  915,  916,  917,  918 

Mr.  Dean 903 

Mr.  Disney 895, 

902,  903,  904,  905,  906,  913,  915,  916 

Mr.  Dunham 903,904 

Mr.  Grow 916 

Mr.  Hamilton 895,  897,  917 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Alabama 905 

Mr.  Haven 914,  917 

Mr.  Houston 847 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana. . .  .913,  915,  916 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 903, 

915,916,917 

Mr.  Letcher 916,  918 

Mr.  Lilly 912,  913 

Mr.  Phillips 905 

Mr.  Skelton 913,  915 

Mr.  Wade 913,  914 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 847 

an  act  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the 

several  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union, 

for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,  45, 

787,  907,  952,  985 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bennett 787, 788 

Mr.  Bissell 953,  954 

Mr.Clingman .953,  954 

Mr.  CoWb Wl,  788,  953 

Mr.  Disney 787,  788 

Mr.  Haven 787,788 

Mr.  Orr 787,  788 

bill  granting  land  to  actual  settlers 46 

lill  granting  land  to  the  States  of  Michigan, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Detroit  to 

the  mouth  of  the  Big  Platte,  in  Iowa 46 

bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  other 
Stales  having  public  lands,  the  unsold  and 
unappropriated  public  lands  that  have  been 
in  market  for  twenty  years  and  upwards,  for 
purposes  of  education  and  internal  improve- 
ment  47, 698 

bill  to  authorize  the  States  in  which  sixteenth 
school  sections  aresituated,  to  relinquish  such 
lands  reserved  or  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools  as  may  be  comparatively  valueless 
or  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  to  select  other 

lands  in  lieu  thereof 47,  698 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
land  to  Ihe  State  of  Alabama,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  the  Coosa  and  Tennessee 
river  railroad,  in  said  St.ite,  leading  from 
Gadsden  to  llie  Tennessee  river,  at  or  near 

Gunler's  Landing 47, 

1131,1765,1886,1638,1889 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Slate  of 
Alabama,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Winchester,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
some  point  on  the  Tennessee  river,  at  or  near 

Fort  Deposit,  Alabama 47,  698 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  a  donation 
of  the  public  lands,  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Wills  Valley 

railroad,  and  for  other  purposes 47 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  intersect  the  Charleston,  Chatta- 
nooga, and  iSashvl lie  railroad,  in  Alabama,  47 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  a  donation 
of  the  public  lands,  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Cohabo  Val- 
ley railroad  in  said  State 47,  698 


Grants,  bill  gremting"  '0  theSlate  of  Pennsylvania 
a  portion  of  the  Public  Jaiids  to  aid  in  con- 
structing and  furnishing  the  Sunbury  and  Eria 
raiiroad,  and  (ot  Other  purposes 48,  284 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Maine  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Eu- 
ropean and  North  American  railway,  within 
said  State 49 

bill  making  a  grant  of  alternate  sections  of  land 
to  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans 87 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  right 
of  way,  and  alternate  sections  of  public  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing 
the  Soulhern  railroad 87 

bill  granting  IMbe  State  of  Louisiana  the  right 
of  way,  anua  donation  of  the  public  lands, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing 
a  railroad  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Slate  line,  in  the  direction  of  the  town 
of  Jackson,  in  said  Stale 87 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  in  aid  of  the  construclion  of  a 
railroad  from  the  town  of  Coshocton, via  Mount 
Vernon,  Mount  Gilead,  Marion,  and  Fort 
Wayne,  in  Indiana,  to  Chicago,  Illinois. .  .87 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  agrant 
of  the  public  land  to  the  Slates  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  to  aid  in  the  construclion  of  a  railroad 
from  Indianapolis,  in  Indiana,  to  Springfield, 
in  the  Slats  of  Illinois 87 

bill  granting  to  the  States  all  the  unsold  lands  in 
every  land  office  district  where  the  expenses 
for  any  quarter  exceed  the  receipts 87 

bill  granting  to  the  Slate  of  Missouri  the  right 
of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads 
therein 88,  1223 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Oakland  and 
Ottawa  railroad  and  branches,  in  said  Slate,  88 

bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  giving  a  right  of  way, 
and  granting  alternate  sections  of  certain  pub- 
lic lands,  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  its 
grantees  and  assigns,  to  further  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  therein  specified..  .88 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  niakin»  a  do- 
nation of  public  land  to  the  Stales  of  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  certain  railroads  therein  men- 
tioned  95 

billgraiiting  lands  equally  to  the  several  States, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  lor 

the  support  of  schools 103,  111,  848,851, 

893,  989,  1000,  1013,  1014,  1051,  1142, 
1209,  1222,  1267,  1382,  1450,  1B06,  1671 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bennett Ill, 

112,  848,  849,  851,  853,  893,  1000. 
1001,  1002,   1051,  1267,  1606,-  1671 

Mr.  Clingman 112,  113,  1606 

Mr.  Cobb 853,  1000,  1002,  1671 

Mr.  Dean 1002 

Mr.  Disney.. 1002,  1013,  1B14,  1606,  1671 

Mr.  Hendricks 848,  853 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee Ill, 

112,  848,  849,  853. 

Mr.  McMullin 112 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 1002, 

1013,  1014,  1050 
Mr.  Rogers 1013,  1014 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  military  lands  at  Platlsourg,  in  tha 
State  of  New  York,  for  a  railroad  from  that 
place  to  Whitehall  or  Fort  Edward,  and  for 
a  grant  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  its  con- 
struction  113 

bill  granting  the  tight  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads  therein 114 

bill  granting  lands  to  the  States  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Iowa,  and 
Minnesota  Territory,  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struclion of  a  railroad  from  New  Orleans  to 
St.  Paul 181 

bill  giving  the  right  of  way  and  granting  alter- 
nate seclinns   of  certain  public  lands  (o  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  and  its  grantees  and  aa- 
signs,  to  further  the  construction  of  a  certain , 
railroad  therein  specified 181 
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Grants,  bill  granting  to  the  Stale  of  Missouri  a 
portion  of  the  public  domain,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad.  .181 
bill  giving  the  right  ot'  way  and  granting  alter- 
nate atctiona  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  and  its  grantees  and  assigns, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
,  Milwaukie  to  Pruriedu  Chien,on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river 181 

bill  giving  a  right  of  way,  and  granting  alter- 
nate sections  of  certain  public  lands  to  the 
States  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and  their 
grantees  and  assigns,  to  further  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  therein  specified..  181 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  California  a  portion 
of  ths  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Sacramento  City,  via  Au- 
burn, to  Nevada  City,  in  s^  State 181 

bill  granting  to  the  Slats  of  California  a  portion 
of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Marysville  to  Benicia,  in 

said  State 181 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, in  slternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  said  State,  181 
bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Stats  of  Cal- 
ifornia, in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  San  Francisco 

to  San  JosC 181 

bill  granting  the  right  of  viray  to  the  St.  Louis 

and  Iron  Mountain  railroad  through  the  arae- 

nal,  magazine,  and  Jefierson  barracks  tracts, 

213. 319, 348, 1372, 1373, 1382, 3139 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benton 348, 1783, 1784 

Mr.  Bissell 316 

Mr.  Caruthera 215,  216,  1784 

Mr.  Henn 214, 215 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 213 

Mr.  Mace 313 

Mr.  Millson 213,  314,  215 

Mr.  Orr 314,  316.  1782, 1783 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee..  .213,  314,  215 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  public 
lands  in  alternate  sections  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  said  Slate,  343 
bill  to  donate  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  to 
ths  Northeastern  and  Southwtsfarn  railroad 

in  Alabama 385 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  donating  a 
portion  of  the  public  domain,  to  the  Gains- 
ville  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  385 
bill  granting  public  lands  to  the  several  states 
of  the  Union  for  tha  establishmsnt  of  a  per-, 
manent  and   efficient   system  of   common 

schools 386 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the  right 
ot  way  and  a  portion  of  the  (lublic  lands  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  St. 

Louis  to  Kansas .386 

bill  granting  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  the 

Slateof  Wisconsin,  to  aid  in  the  construction 

of  a  railroad  and  branch  railroad  in  said  State, 

306, 350,  467,  475,  496,  509,  639 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 473,  496,  497,  498,  513 

Mr.  Cubb 468,  469,  498,  499,  514 

Mr.  Cutting 497,  499,  511 

Mr.  Dean 471,473,473,516 

Mr.  Disney 467, 468, 

469,  470,  473,  473,  475,  497,  498,  499, 
500,  509,  510,  511,  513,  513,  514,  516 

•  Mr.  Dowdell 468 

Mr.  Eastman,  471,  510,  511,  513, 515,  516 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 4G8, 

469,  470,  471, 500,  510,  511,  516 

Mr.  Kerr 497 

Mr.  Letcher 468,  469,  473, 

473. 498,  511, 513,  513,  514,  515,  516 

Mr.  Millsoo 467 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 469 

Mr.  Richardson 470,  473, 473, 5(10 

Mr.  Skelton 471.  473,  498 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 467, 

468,  469,  499,  511 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 469 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 498 

Mr.  Wells 499 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 470,  499 

Mr.  Yates 513 

,    act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  lows, 
in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  said  Stale. .  .500, 
1657, 1658, 1763 


Grants,  bill  to  aid  ths  Territory  of  Minnesota  to 
construct  a  railroad  for  postal,  military,  and 

other  purposes 379, 

500,  563,  564',  573, 582,  601 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 567,  568,  573 

Mr.  Bissell 565, 

566,  568,  575,  578,  583, 584,  588 

Mr.  Bridges 589 

Mr.  Campbell 568 

Mr.  Clingman 585,  590 

Mr.  Cobb 587 

Mr.  Cook 583 

Mr.  Cutting 576,  577,  578,  579 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 578 

Mr.  Dean 583, 

584,  585,  586,  590,  591,  601,  603 

Mr.  Dent 587,  590 

Mr.  Disney 578,585,588 

Mr.  English 587 

Mr.  Puller 564,  565, 578 

Mr.  Greenwood 583 

Mr.  Grey 590,591 

Mr.  Hamilton 587,  590 

Mr.  Hastings 584 

Mr.  Henn 565, 

567,  569, 572,  578, 579,  583,  589 

Mr.  Hendricks 583,  583 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 583, 

584,  586,  591 
Mr.  Kerr,  573,  573,  578,  584, 585, 590, 591 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana... 565, 

566, 574,  575,  576,  603 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon. .  .573,  575,  576,  589 
Mr.  Letcher.  ..578,  583, 583,  584,  587, 591 

Mr.  Matteson 568 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri 584 

Mr.  McNair 577,578 

Mr.  Old 584,585,586,589 

Mr.  Oliver,  of  New  York 587 

Mr.  Orr 568, 

569,  576,  577,  583,  587,  588,  589,  590 
Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York.  .585,  58S,  603 

Mr.  PhUlips 577, 591 

Mr.  Pringle 579,583,583 

Mr.  Rice 565 

Mr.  Richardson 564,  565,  567,  568, 

569,  572,  576,  577,  578,  579,  583. 583, 
SSi,  585,  586,  587,  588,  589,  590,  591 

'  Mr.  Simmons 573 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 586 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Ohio 583 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 565, 

566,  567,  579, 585,  587,  601 

Mr.  Wade 564,565,589 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 565, 

576  583,  587,  588 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 579, 

585,  586,  587,  588 
Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois .  .577,  586,  602 
bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Oakland 
and  Ottawa  railroad,  from  the  Grand  Rapids 
to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw,  and  a  railroad 
from  Pontiac,  via  Pere  Mar<{uette  river,  Mani- 
towac,  and  Ontortagon  river,  to  Kewana 
Point,  with  a  branch  to  the  vicinity  of  Camp 

river,  upon  Lake  Suprior 392,  500 

bUI  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Slate  of  Lou- 
isiana, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  certain 

railroad  in  said  State 392, 500, 1763 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  the  right 
of  way,  and  a  donation  of  the  public  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing 
a  railroad   from  Algiers,  on  the  Mississippi 

river,  to  the  Sabine  river 414 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  public 
lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 

railroads  in  that  State .' 414 

bill  granting  land  to  the  Territory  of  Minnesota, 
to  ttid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads 

therein '. 415 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Pontiac  to  Lake 

Superior 415 

bill  making  a  grant  °of  land  to  tha  Stale  of  Mich- 
igan, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Port 
Huron  and' Lake  Michigan  railroad,  from 
Port  Huron  to,  or  near  the  mouth  of,  Grand 
river,  and  a  branch  of  the  said  railroad  from 

Lapeer  to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw 415 

act  to  grant,to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  unsold  and 
unappropriated  public  lands  remaining  in  that 
Stat 434,500 


Grants,  act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain railroads  in  skid  Stale 499,  500 

act  making  arrant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads 
from  San  Francisco  to  San  JosC;  Benicia  to 
Marysville;  Sacramento  City,  via  Auburn,  to 
Nevada  City,  and  Stockton  to  Sonora...499, 

500 
act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  rail- 
roads in  said  State 499,  500 

act  granting  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Madison  to  the  Mississippi  river.. .  .499,  500 
act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Mississippi,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction  of  csrtain  railroads  in  said  Stales, 

499,  500 
act  granting  to  tha  Slate  of  Alabama  public 
lands,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  rail- 
road, from  Selma,  on  the  Alabama  river,  to 
the  Tennessee  river,  at  or  near  Gunter'a 
Landing;  and  also  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton railroad;  from  Memphis,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  to  some  point  connecting  with  ths 
Nashville,  Chattanooga,  and  Charleston  rail- 
road  499,500 

act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  ths  line  of  Geor- 
gia, on  the  Chattahoochie  river,  to  the  city  of 

Mobile,  in  Alabama .499,  500 

bill  to  grant  the  right  of  way  to  one  or  mora 
railroads,  not  however  to  exceed  the  number 
of  three,  across  the  public  lands,  from  com- 
mercial points  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  tha 
Mississippi  river,  to  commercial  points  in 
California  and  Oregon,  and  also  to  grant,  by 
donation,  to  actual  settlers,  on  the  condition 
of  occupancy  and  cultivation  for  the  length 
of  time  therein  named,  any  alternate  third 
quarter  section  of  the  public  land  for  forty 
miles  in  width,  on  each  side  of  said  railroads, 
throughout  the  whole  length  thereof,  and  also 
to  grant  every  alternate  third  quarter  section 
of  ths  public  land  within  the  aforesaid  limits, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  railroads, 

520 
act  making  a  grant  ofpublic  lands  to  the  sev- 
eral Slates  of  the  Union,  for  th*  benefit  of 

indigent  insane  peraons 575, 773 

bill  to  provide  for^the  establishment  of  railroad 
and  telegraphic  communication  between  tha 
Atlantic  Stales  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  for 

other  purposes 613,680,  757, 1288,  1333, 

1342,  1349, 1355,  1360, 1365,  1373, 1381 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bridges 1355 

Mr.  Brook 1393 

Mr.  Chandler. 1355 

Mr.  Clingman 758 

Mr.  Cobb 757,  758, 1353,  J35S 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 1388 

Mr.  Ewing 680 

Mr.  Hamilton 1396 

Mr.  Haven 680,  758, 1360, 1381 

Mr.  Hendricks 1355 

Mr.  Houston 758, 1381 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1353 

Mr.  Maurice 1351, 1353,  1353 

Mr.  McDaugall....l333, 1334, 1335, 1381 

Mr.  Peckham 1351,1358 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 1349, 

1350, 1351,  1353 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 1355 

Mr.Smith,  of  New  York 1334,  1343 

•    Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 13K,  1353 

Mr.  Walbridge 1388 

bill  donating  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  in 
alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  railroad,  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana, 
by  the  way  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  and 
ETvansville,  to   the   Mississippi  river,  at  or 

near  Cairo 756 

bill  granting  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  tha 
Slate  of  Indiana  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  straight  line  railroad  from  Evansville  to  In- 
dianapolis, in  said  State. 757 

bill  to  establish  an  office  of  surveyor  general  of 
Utah,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  settlera 
therein,  and  for  other  purposes 844 
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Grants,  bill  panting  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
lands  in  aliernate  8ecti|>n8,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Brandon,  in  said 
Slate,  to  Mississippi  City,  or  to  a  point  oppo- 

siteShip  Island,  on  the  Mississippi  const,  711 

■  liill  granting  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  the  Indinna   and  Illinois 

Central  rail  way 715,890,  1373,2140 

i  bill  to  establish  the  ofHce  ofsurveyor^eneral  of 
New  Mexico,  to  trrant  donations  to  actual 
settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes.. 848 
I  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  and  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  construct  a  railroad  for 

military,  postal, and  other  purposes 885 

[bill  (second)  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  therein. .1119, 
1450,  1561,  15G5,  1874,  1888,  1891 
reraarka  by — 

Mr.  Campbell 1889 

Mr.  Clinjman 1120,  1452 

Mr.  Hamilton 11)9,  1120,  1121 

Mr.  Haven 1120,  1121,  1451 

Mr.  Henn 1888 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1119, 

1120,1121,  1450, 1451 

Mr.  Letcher 1120,  1450,  1889 

Mr.  McMuilin 1886,  1889 

Mr.  Richardson 1120 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Michijan 11)9, 

1120,  1121,  1450,  1451,  1452,  1891 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1119, 

1120,  1452,  1888,  1889 
bill  granting  the  unsold  public  land  in  the  Vin- 
ccnnes  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Vincennes  to  Crawfordsvilie,  and  from  Vin- 
cennes  to  Indianapolis,  in  said  State. . .  .1355 
bill  granting  to  the  Stote  of  Alabama  public 
lands,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  central  railroad  from  some  point 
on  the  boundary  line  of  the  Stales  of  Alabama 
and  Tennessee,  to  a  point  on  the  boundary  line 
of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida. . .  1372 
[bill  to  grant  other  lands  in  lieu  of  certain  six- 
teenth sections,  heretofore  disposed  of  by  the 
United  States,  for  other  than  school  pur- 
poses   1372 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  over,  and  depot 
grounds  on,  the  military  reserve  at  Fort 
Gratiot,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  to  the  Port 
Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Uailroad  Com- 
pany  1372,  2071 ,  2077 

act  to  revive,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act  in  rela- 
tion to  donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in 

Arkansas 1G41,  2139 

act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa, 
in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in  the  construction 

of  certain  railroads  in  said  State 1874 

bill  granting  land  in  alternate  sections  to  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  respect- 
ively, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from    Grenada,  Mississippi,   to    Memphis, 

Tennessee 1915 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the  right 
of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Alex- 
andria to  iiloomington 1916 

bill  granting  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama  public 
lands  in  alternate  sections  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railro.ids  from  Mobile  to  Girard, 
from  Selma  to  or  near  Gunter's  landing,  with 
branches  from  or  near  Gadsden,  through  Wills 
or  Chattanooga  valleys  to  the  eastern  State 
line  of  Alabama,  from  Memphis  to  a  point  in- 
tersecting the  Nashville,  Chattanooga,  and 
Charleston  railroad,  at  or  near  Sleplienson, 
Alabama;  from  Beard's  bluff,  via  Elyton.and 
Tuscaloosa,  to  some  point  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  railroad,  and  from  Montgomery  to 
the  northern  state  line  of  Alabama,  via  De- 
catur and  Athens,  in  said  State 2038, 

2040,  2075 
bill  grantin°;  land  in  alternate  sections  to  the 
States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Arkan- 
sas, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 

from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile 2139 

bill  granting  land  in  allfrnate  sections  to  the 
State  of  .Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  construction 

of  a  certain  railroad  in  said  State 2139 

bill  granting  the  ri»ht  of  way  to  the  Marysville 
and  Benicia  railroad  through  and  over  the 
prounds  of  the  United  States, at  Beniria,  Cal- 
ifornia   2140,2220 


I  Grants,  bill  allowing  exchanges,  and  granting  ad- 
ditional  school   lanJs  in  the  several 'States 

which  contain  fiublic  lands 2140 

Gray,  McMurdo  &  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .203, 

270,  272,  333,  717 

Green,  Ben  E.,  communication  of,  to  a  certain 

committee  of  inquiry 1836 

(See  CmnmUlte  qf  Investigalion) 
Green,  Frederick  W.,  a  Representative  from 
Oiiio....2,  183,219.22!l,  346,  375,  4.16,  462, 
490,  717,7.58,  UJ70, 1071,  1129,  1)76,  1177, 
i:m,  IMS,  1354,  1695,  1872,  1924,  1927, 
1989,  2tW2,  2013,2033,  2058,2103,  2117, 
2121,  2126,  2135,  2137,  2143,  2144,  2220 

Green,  James  F.,  bill  for  tlie  relief  of 162, 

268,  272,  333,  8<I3 

Green,  Thomas  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of 257, 

271,  332,  1757,  17.59,  1861,  2135 
Green,  William  C— see  Smith,  Elliot. 
Greenwood,   Alfred    B.,   a   Representative  from 

Arkansas 2,  22,  45,  88,  168,  3,32,  466, 

860,  934,  1040,  1129,  1174,  1268,  1344, 
1345,  131)7,  1368,  1430,  l.SOO,  1576,  1577, 
158S,  1.589,  1615,  1634,  1682,  1727,  1758, 
1861,  1873,  2075,  2111,  2116,  2138.  2139 

resolutions  by 286,  606 

remarks  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of  Madison 

Pttrton 272 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 382,  383 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  Slate  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land 404 

remarkson  homestead  bill, 501, 503, 521, 524, 538 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas Into  two  judicial  districts 700,  701 

remarks  on  the  IniI'mn  aoproprialion  bill..  .745 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aia  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  ..583 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill 1289 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John   Fa- 

gan 17.58 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  1510, 

1590,2072 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  .2131 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  certain  titles 

of  the  Chippewa  Indians 1035 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1234 
(See  Jlpptndix.)  « 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1678, 

1691,  1697,  1711 
Grey,  BeW  Edwards,  a  Reprcseiiiative  from  Ken- 
tucky  2,  286,  414,  592,  627,  837, 

849,  853,  854,  855,  925,  980,  1129,  1872 

resolutions  by 844,  908,  957,  979 

remarks  on   the  proposed   reference  of  certain 

estimates  for  rivers  and  harbors 139 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 529,  536 

remarks  on    the   resolutions  of  instruction    to 

the  Postmaster  General 908,  909 

remarks  on  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  M  in  nesom 

in  the  construction  of  a  railroad. . .  .590,  591 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeft'ries  and 

Smith 964 

remarks  on   a  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 822,  823, 

824,  825,  949,  950,  951,  957,  958,  959,  960 
(See.ippenilix.) 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2115,2116 
Greytown,  call  for  inforination  relative  to  the  de- 
struction of. 1945, 1988 

communication  from  the  Preeidentof  the  Uniteil 
States  furnishing  information  in  regard  to  the 

destruction  of 2034 

memorial  of  New  York  merchants  relative  to 

destruction  of  property  at 2024 

Grier,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of", 

1587,  1090 
Grier,  Hon.  R.  C,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  memorial 
of  the  Wheeling  and   Belmont  Bridge  Com- 
panyaskingforan  investigation  of  the  charges 

preferred  ogainst 1710 

Grignon,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of 110, 

142,  267,  330,  1731,  1737,  1834,  1924 
Grow,  Galusha  A.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,  5,  7, 

35,  45,  47,  61,  70,  284,  306,  307,  350,  614, 
934,  980.  1015,  1169,  1171,  1172,  1180, 
1233,  1.520,  1698,  1872,  2132,  2136,   2143 

reeolutions  by 284,  413 

remarks  relative  to  the  difficulties  at  Erie,  Penn- 
sylvania, causing  interruption  to  travel,  &c., 
21T,  218,  229,  237 


Grow,  Galusha  A.*,"  /tepresenlBtive  fVom  Penii' 
sylvania — Continued. 

remarks  on  the  hoirieetend  bill 419,  458, 

459,  461,  523,  524,  525,  526,  546,  547,  548 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .081, 

738,  740,  741,  742,  743,  744,  1896 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 808 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 916 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries  and 

Smith 982,983,  1497,  1497 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 059 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansn:<  Terri- 
torial bill 726,  1 154 

(See  .1]>]>tndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1926, 

•  1927,  1956 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill 2027,  2042,  2055,  2072 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,. 21 16 

Guano  trade,  resolmiona  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

Stale  of  Maryland  relative  to  the  monopoly 

in  the. 39-2 

proposition  for  printing  extra  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  upon  the.  .2040, 

2041,  2075 
Gunnison,  Captain  John   W.,  act  granting   five 

years'  pay  to  the  widow  of 247, 

425  479,481,  490 
Gunter,  Charles  G.,  bill  to  relinquish  the  rever- 
sionary interest  of  the   United   Slates,  to  a 
certain  reservation  therein  mentioned,  and  to 

confirm  the  title  of,  ther'-to 475, 

1495,  1727,2071,2077 
Guzman,  John,  of  Louisiana,  act  for  the  relief 

of 806,  825,  893,  894,  951 

remarks  by — 

M r.  Haven 894 

Mr.  Nichols 8<I3,  894 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 893,  894 

Gwyn,  Francis  M.,  of  Indiana,  joint  resolution 
giving  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
to 1587, 1888,  1990,  1995,  2006,  2033 

H. 

Half  pay,  hill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
continue,  to  certain  widows  ond  orphans,  op- 
proved  the  3d  of  February,  1853 46,  21U 

bill  to  amend  the  several  arts  of  Congress  al- 
lowing and  continuing,  to  widows  of  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers  ol^  the  United  States,  in 

certain  rases,  for  a  specified  time 179 

bill  declaratory  of  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  approved  February  3,  1S53,  en- 
titled an  act  to  continue,  to  certain   widows 

and  orphans 414,  1372 

bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  con- 
tinue, to  certain  widows  and  orpht^ns..  .1496 
Hall,  Lot,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heire 

of. 1368,  1500,  1502 

Hallowell,  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  Amer- 
ican-built brig,  to  iliat  of  James  Rose,  and  to 

grant  her  a  new  register 1586,  1642,  1715 

Halstead,  Henry  N.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .162, 

267,  272,  333,  2096,  2103,  2114 

Hamilton,  A.  Boyd,  joint  resolution  for  settling 

the  accoiiniB  of. 541,  569,  575,  626,  717 

Hamilton,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 203, 

270,  272,  330 

Hamilton,  Mary  C,  act  for  the  relief  of 219, 

247,425,479,481,  490 
Hamilton,  William  T.,  a   Representative   from 

Maryland 2,  6,  8, 

13,  22,  35,  38,  114,  1)5,  123.  141,  142, 
157,  162.  178,  182, 184,  229,  245,  216,  258. 
269,  284,  286,288,  298,  306,  345,  346,  34?*. 
349,  378,  396,  397,  410,  415,  419,  430,  4.34, 
4.36,  440,  4.58,  463,  478,  480,  489,  511,  541, 
711,  758,  7,59,  788,871,872.  894,907,917, 
952,  953,  964,  965,  989,  1002,  1014,  1015, 
1051,  1070,  1071,  1112,  1128,  1130,  1142, 
1153,  1161,  1167,  1177,  118,5,  1188,  1190, 
llifO,  1222,  1240,  1942,  1248,  1255,  1267, 
1297,  1312,  13.54,  1355,  1361,  1363,  1367, 
1369,  1369,  1372,  1378,  1379,  1,381,  1382, 
1425,  1429,  1430,  1451,  1452,  1467,  1477, 
1494,  1495,  1501,  1502,  1524,  1536,  1872 

remarks  relating  to  the  deficiency  bill 387, 

388,392,394,  41] 

remarks  on  homestead  bill.  ,528,  544,  546,  549 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill. .  .895,  897,  917 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  recompense  the  discoT- 

erer  of  practical  aniesthesia 963 
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Hamilton,  Witliam  T.,  a  Representative  from 

Maryland — Continued. 

remarks  on  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 

in  the  construction  of  a  railroad . . .  .587,  590 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficisney  bill. .  ,127% 

1273,  1275,  127G,  1290, 1320,  1323 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  time  for  the 

annual  assembling  of  Congress 1446, 

1447, 1449 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  1119, 

1120,1121 
remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1507, 1508 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 1396 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  contract  for 
carrying' thi  nfiiils  between  New  Orlransand 
San  Francisco,  according  to  time. .  .895,  898 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansna  Terri- 
torial bill 1153, 1233,  1239 

(See  Appendix.) 
Hammond,  Benjamin,  of  the'  SUte  of  New  York, 

bill  for  the  relief  of. 162, 

268, 272,  333,  2096,  2103,  2114 
Harbors,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  im- 

provemertt  of  certain ) 83 

in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  bill  to  provide 
for  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  navigation 

in  certain 88 

Hards  and  Softs — sse  Aeui  York  Polities. 
Harlan,  Aaron,  a  Representative  from  Ohio. .  .2, 

1129, 1371, 1727 
remarks  on  the  Nsbraskaand  Kansas  bill,  1234 
(See  Appendix.) 
Harlan,  Andrew  J.,  a  Representative  from  Indi- 
ana  ^ 2,602,1129,1872 

Hiirris,  Sampson  W.,  a  Representativs  from  Ala- 
bama  2, 18, 285,  425,  601.  957, 1872 

resolution  by 33 

remarks  on  tie  deatli  of  Vice  President  King,  23 
remarks  on   the  resolution  of  thanks,  &c.,  (o 

Captain  Ingraham 132, 134 

remarks  on  resolutions- of  instruction  to  the 

Postmaster  General 909 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill ..905 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 951, 

952,  957,  958,  959,  960 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2074 
Harris,  Wiley  P.,  a  Representative  from  Missis- 
sippi  2,  562,  576,  984, 1129,  1594, 1872 

resolution  by 1335 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 386 

remarks,  personal  and  explanatory 1682 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  984, 1002 
(See  ^ppenilix.) 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1696 

remarks  on  the' bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  Arlicli  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1564 

Harris,  William,  of  Georgia,  act  for  the  relief  of, 

1372,  1587,  1870,  1887,  1927 

Harrison,  John  Scott,  a  Representative  from  Ohio, 

3, 1872 

resolution  by 714 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1155 
(See  .Appendix.) 
Hart,  Albert, act  mcreasingthe  pension  of,  350, 353 
Hastings,  George,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  287-, 

919, 1129, 1501,  1753, 1755, 1821,  1872 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad. .  .584 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .962 
(See  .Appendix.) 
Hav6n,  Solomon  G.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2, 4,  8, 12, 13, 15,  47, 

124, 125, 142,  170,  183,219,247,  25.5,  267, 
304, 330,  331,  349, 396,  414,  415, 419,  434, 
438,  439,  454, 463,  466,  489,  516, 569,  601, 
610,  626, 637,  659,  660, 673, 680,  685,  697, 
718,757,758,  759,771,  772,  787,  788,  789-, 
802,  803, 853, 874, 875,  883,  892, 894,  895, 
896,  919,  921,  952,  999,  1030, 1031, 1091, 
1114,  1117,  1119,  1130, 1131, 1160,  1173, 
1185, 1187,  1188,  1191.  1192,  1193,  1243, 
1244,  1249,  1254.  1255,  1267,  1359,  1361, 
1364,  13T1,  1372,  1382,  1388,  1402,  1428, 
1430,  1433,  1446,  1449,  1452,  1501, 1519, 
15.59,  1586,  1.594,  1595,  1642,  1685,  1698, 
1710,  1713,  1714,  1728,  1784,  1793,  1833, 
1863,  1871,  1874,  1890,  1891,  1895,  2075, 
SIOI,  2102,  2103,2110,  2111,  2112,2117, 
'        9118,  S119,  S21S1,  9133,  9l3Si  9142,  8144 


Haven,  Solomon  G.,  a  Representative  from  Ns«r 
York — Conltnu«<. 

resolutions  by 48, 183 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 311, 

321,  369, 374,  378,  388 
remarks  relating  to  the  contested  Icat  of  the 

Delegate  IVom  New  Mexico 491 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 52,  439 

remarks  on  th^  (Second)  deficiency  bill. . .  .430, 

431,  127U,  1271, 1289, 1291,  1297,  1312, 

131^,  1314,  1316, 1317, 1318, 1319,  1323 

refmarks  on  proposition  to  amend  the  rules,  715 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 680,  758, 1360,  1381 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 914, 917 

remarks  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  John  Guz- 
man   .894 

rsmarktf  on  thi  bill  to  reguldWthe  pay  of  deputy 

postmasters .1384,  1386, 1387 

remarks  concarning  the  adjournment  sine  die, 

1374,  1375,  1376,  1377,  1378 

rehiarks  on  bill  providing  tbr  the  postal  service 

in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  1672 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .1796, 

1800, 1801,  1828,  2130 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  certain  titles 

of  the  Chippewa  tndla-ns..  .1033, 1034,  1035, 

remarks  on   the'  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 1838,  1839,  1810, 1841, 1843 

remarks  concerning  thecorreciion  of  an  error  in 
reporting  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  of  the 

Senate 3093 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1409, 
1469,  1470,  14J8,  1480,  1610,  1612, 1614. 
1615,  1KJ3,  1624,  1634,  1635,  1636,  1637, 
1638,  2025,  2026,  2027,  2032,  2033,  2036, 
2037,  2045,  2046,  2047,  2048,  2049,  2051, 
2052,  2053,  2054,  2056,  2061,  2065,  2066, 
2067,  2068,  2069,  2070,  2074,  2075,  2U95 
remarks  ofi  ths  bill  to  increase  the  salariss  of 
the  Executive  and  judiciary  officers  In  the 

Territories 1429 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nebbtli  ib'tHe  construction  of  a  railroad..  1120, 

1121,  1451 
remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  ths  expenses  of 

the  Cayuse  war  in  Oregon 1052,  1053 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill ...  .919,  920,  921,  936,  937,  938.  941 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
earryinr  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers,  and 

olherwb* 2009,2012,2135 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bin.  .1920, 

1921,3128,2134 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  letter  postage 

laws  so  as  to  require  prepayment  by  stamps, 

1477,  1574 
remarks  on  the  bill  proposing  increased  rates  of 

postage 1406, 

1407,  1408,  1420,  1423,  1424,  1425 

nmelrkaon  thtriVetand  hiirbor bill. .1676, 1679, 

1687,1690,1691,1696,1697, 

1711,  2075, 2122, 2133,  2124 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 

Bui'veyor  general  itf  Ntfw  Mexico 1054, 

1056, 1116 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establiah  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1091,  1093,  1098, 1099 

remarks  on  ths  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Public  Printing 350,  351 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article   of  the  treaty   with 

Mexico 1535, 1536,  1537, 1538, 

1539, 1540, 1541, 1546, 1547, 1549.  1564 

Hawkins.  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 256, 

271,  331, 1753,  1759, 1861 

Heirs  of  revolntionary  soldiers — see  Jets. 

Henderson,  William  H.,  and  the  heirs  of  Robert 

Hendtiten,  bill  to  confirm  the  claims  of,  to 

five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Bastroji 

grant 625, 1495, 1641, 1698 

Hendricks,  Thomas  A.,  a  Representative  from 

Indiana 2,  7, 14, 17, 102, 142, 162, 

180, 202.  203,  219,  258.  267,  268,  269,  270, 
271, 272,  330,  331,  333,  348,  393,  397,  425, 
426,  431,  434,  442,  478,  480,  481,  002,  629, 
685,711,  772,  787,  788, 845,  848,  853,  854, 
1073,  1074,  lOai,  1165,  11^4,  1191,  1310, 
1247,  1321,  1334,  1355,  1360,  1372,  1373, 
1382,  1425,  1426,  1428,  1429,  1433,  1450, 
1451,  1453,  145&,  1483,  1494,  149S,  1496, 


Hsodricks,  Thomas  A.,  a  Kt^resentative  from 

Indiana — Continued. 

1497,  1498,  1501,  1565,  1573,  1576,  1586, 

1587,  1625,  1641,  1642,  1834,  1873,  1874, 

1887,  1883,  J918,  1992,  1993,  1994,  2000, 

•  2046,  2048,  2076,  2112,  2139,  2140,  2141 

remarks  relating  to  the  railroad  riots  at  Erie, 

Pennsylvania 100,  101 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of 

certain  bounry  land  la«ft 358 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the   relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 435, 1837)  1838, 1839,  1841 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land 399,  401,  403,  403,  405,  410 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 533, 

537, 538,  548 
remarks  on  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  582,  583 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain 

Thomas  Porter 1499 

remarks  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Sergeant 

George  W.  Torrance 1586,  1587 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  United  States  courts  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Pennsylvania,  and  New  York..  1793 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1926 

remarks'  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 
bill,  and  on  the  distribution  of  the  public 

lands *.  .1355 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Har- 
riet Leavenwtfrth 333, 334 

remarks  on  the  bill  proposing  increased  rates  of 

postage. . .  _ 1420 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  pensioners 

under  the  act  of  February*  3, 1833 .  .434, 436 

Henn,  Bernhart,a  Representacive  fVom  Iowa,  2, 7, 

14.18,38,45,46,38,64,86,88,95,102,103, 

110, 141,  181,  244,  359,297,  326,330,  394, 

462, 477, 489,  500,  506, 516,  562,  564,  5»i2, 

591,  592,  593,  616,717,  758,  771,  787,808, 

825,  848, 853,  874,  893,  906,  917,  933,  939, 

942,  951,  962,  985,  1030,  1032,  1037,  1039, 

1075,  1082,  1091,  1114,  1116, 1118,  1129, 

1165, 1175,  1178,  1180,  1185, 1240,  1277, 

1291, 1315,  1333,  1341,  1349,  1371,  1375, 

1381,  1382,  1392,  1429,  1430, 1431,  1450, 

1484,  1494,  1502,  1561,  1562,  1565,  1589, 

1641, 1642,  1657,  1699,  1715,  1823,  1860, 

1871, 1872,  1889,  1987,  1996,  2002,  2077, 

2093.2103,  2107,  2108,  2111,2115,  2117, 

2118,  2121,  2130,  2132,  2139,  2140,  2143 

resolutions  by.  ..88,  286,  843,  1354, 1494,  1595 

remarks  on  the  St  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

railroad  bill 214,315 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land 17 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 525, 

530,  534,  536,  537,  539,  546 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 829,  831 

'    remarks  on  the  bin  to  aid' the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  ennstruction  of  a  railroad.  .565, 
567,  569, 572,  578,  579,  582,  589,  1888 
remnlnon  (tecond)  deficiency  bill.. 1316, 1317 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill... 1469, 
1612, 1640, 2038,  2063 
remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  1917,  2138 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  ths  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1947- 

remarkson  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  I33S 
(See  Wpptndlf .) 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1677, 

1687,1689,1691,2123,2124 

remorlcB  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 

relating  to  ths  office  of  surveyor  general  in 

Oregon 1091 

Hempstead,  Samuel  H.,act  for  the  relief  of.  .350, 

1420,  1866,  1887,  1927 

Heraminger,  Jepths  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  2112 

Hernandez,  Manual,  act  for  the  relief  of . . .  .907, 

1496.  1868,  1887,  1927 

Hemdon  and  Gibbon  'a  rsporu 136,  684,  907 

Hibbard,  Harry,  a   Repressotative  from  New 

Hampshire 2,  13,  15, 

21.  23,  40,  46,  47,  183,  183,  212;  316.  238, 
345,  283, 284. 423, 549, 550, 725, 926, 1130, 
1168,  1184,  1185,  1245,  1288,  1873.2031, 
2097,  9098,  2110,  2112,  2124,  3130,  2132 

resolutitms  by 13,  65,  550 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Charles  G. 
Athrerton.. 65 
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Hibbard,  Harry,  a  Repr«a«nlatiT«  from  N«w 
Hampshire — ContintLtd. 

rtmarka  on  the  dtficiency  bill 399, 300, 

301,  307,  308,  311,  319,  321,  322, 

324,  325,  326,  380,  381,  386,  387 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. . ,  .653, 

654,  658,  666,  673,  1316 

remarks  on  the  bill  preacribiog  the  manner  of 

appointing  the  assistant  SScretarjr  of  the 

Treasury • 58,  60,  142 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 

bill J49,  938 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  KansAs  bill, 

1132, 1242 
(See  ^ppendit.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2046, 

2049,  2054,  2063,  2066,  2074 

remarks  relating  to  the  message  of  the  President 

Tctoing  the  river  and  harbor  bill.  .2221,  2322 

remarks  on.  the  Poet  Office  appropriation  bill, 

3104,3105,2110,2112,2113, 

2114,2115,2116.2118,2122 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of 

force  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Public  Printing 350,  351 

Hicks,  John  H.,  of  Indiana,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

1370,  1865,  1887 
Hiester,  Isaac  E.,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania   3, 

16,  124,  238,  270.  385,  298.  405,  492,  493, 
«80,  635,  629, 658,  671,  674,  679,  848,  860, 
885,  895,  896,907, 908,  964,  983,  984,  989. 
1003,  1129,  1255,  1586,  1588,  1737,  1873 

rcsolntions  bv 384,  413,  893 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1003 
(See  Jlppind'ac.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Mit- 
chell*  1759 

Hill,  Clement  S.,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  2,  38,  46,  111,  1139,  1873 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  O. 

Bishop  and  others 736,  737, 738 

Hillery,  Rignauld,  alias  Nick,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of. 1916,1994 

Hillery,  Junius,  a  Representative  from  Georgia, 
3,  4,  17,  31,  23,  43,  47,  92,  111,  114, 125, 
126,  162, 171,  172.  173,  179,  257,267,  286, 
434,  442,  443, 1165,  1166,  1178,  1267  1277, 
1354,  1364,  1368,  1379,  1442,  1443,  1444, 
1446,  1450, 1455,  1463,  1495,  1498,  1501, 
1587,  1588,  1712,  1737,  1873 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 121, 131 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Madison 

Parton 141,  272,  273,  .'•30 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill.  .1273,  1274, 1275 

remarks  relative  to  the  adjournment  atnc  die, 

1374,  1375, 1376,  1377, 1378 

remarks  on  bill  to  change  the  time  of  the  annual 

assembling  of  Congress 1446,  1448, 1449 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  M.  and 

Joti  L.  Luco 1670 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  K 

Jenks  and  others 1754 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  thetiile  of  lieu- 
tenant general  by  brevet,  for  eminent  ser- 
vices  124 

Hintnn,  Otho,  resolution  relative  to  ctue  of,  1762 
Hodge.  Andrew,  jr. — see  Pierce,  Levi. 
Hodges  &.  Lansdale,  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  Rineldo  Johnson  and  Ann  E.  Johnson, 

act  for  the  relief  of. 871 

Hoffman,  Henry,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,  1368,  1500,  1503 

Hogan,  Moses  D.,  bill  indcmnirying,  for  cattle 

destroyed  by  the  Indians  in  1812.. 1368, 1864 

Holstein,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2111 

Homestead — see  Granti. 

Hooe,  Emily,  bill  for  the  relief  of 203, 

269,  373,  333,  893 
Hooper,  Eleanor,  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 1587, 1990, 1995 

Hoosac  Tunnel,  petition  of  the  Troy  and  Green- 
field Railroad  Company^  for  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the 1373 

Horner,  Gustavus  B.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 
of  legal  representatives  of,  1737,  1991,  1995 

Hotchkiss,  Gideon,  act  for  the  relief  of 906, 

1738,  1993 
Hour  of  meeting,  5,  1355,  1379, 1595, 1657,  2038 
Houston,  George  S.,  a  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama.   2, 6,  8, 

13, 14, 15, 35,36, 40, 46, 50,  51,  52,  63,  64, 
69,  71,  72,  78,  86,  93,  100^  101, 102, 114, 


Houston,  George  S.,  a  Representativs  from  Ala- 
bama— Continued. 
121,  122, 133,  127, 130, 140,141.148,160, 
161, 162,  172, 178, 179, 181, 182, 187, 189, 
190.  194,  195,  301 ,  302,  203, 305,206, 213, 
213,  216,  228,  229,  238,  243, 247, 355, 256, 
257,  267,  268,  370,  372,  283,^1, 398,  399, 
307,  329,  330, 332,  345, 349,  378, 392, 394, 
396,  397,  614,  635,  677,  6(9,  681,684,717, 
724,  726,  759,  771,  772,  787, 802, 803.845, 
847,  963,  986,  988,  989,  999,  1013,  1014, 
1030,  1037,  1058,  1099,  1113,  1119,  1130, 
1132,  1161,  1165,  1168,  1170,  1175,  1177, 
1179,  1181,  1192,  1209,  1229,  1253,  1277, 
1288,  1333,  1341,  1349,  1.353,  1354,  1364, 
1369, 1371,  1373,  1379,  1382,  1387,  1397, 
1401,  1408,  1420,  1426,  1428,  1429,  1435, 
1445,  1446,  1451,  1452,  1464,  1466,  1467, 
1476,  1494,  1501,  1502,  1519,  1588,  1589, 
1606, 1656,  1671,  1673,  1674,  1680,  1682, 
1686, 1713,  1713, 1715,  1739,  1736,  1749, 
1750, 1783, 1793, 1794,  1838,  1860,  1861, 
1870,  1871,  1873,  1873,  1874,  1886,  1889, 
1913,  1914,  1915,  1916,  1987,  1988,  1989, 
1996,  2003,  2024  2038,  2042,  2076,  3100, 
3118,  2130,  2133,  3135,  3136,  2138,  3143 

rssolutions  by 72, 87, 

385, 1277, 1355, 1379,  1657 
remarks  relating  to  the  accounts  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States 15 

remarks  on  resolution  authorizing  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  employ  a  clerk,  41 
remarks  on  the  proposed  reference  of  certain 
estimates  relating  to  rivers  and  harbors,  136, 

137, 138 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  disbursement 

of  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  &c.,  55,  56, 

163, 164,  165,  166,  167,  168,  334,  345,  346 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. ..  256,  299,  300, 

301,  308,  309,  310,  319, 321 ,  323,  324, 

325,  326,  365.  366,  367,  368,  369, 370, 

371, 372.  373,  374,  375,  378,  379,380, 

381,  382,  383,  384,  385,  386, 389,  393 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 52 

remarks  on  (second)  deficiency  bill,  615,  663, 

665,  667.  670,  674,  845,  986,  1269, 

1270,  1271,  1290,   1291,  1294,  1296, 

1313 ,  1315, 1319, 1320, 1324, 1343, 1344 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  President's  message 73, 

95, 96, 125.  255 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 681, 

718,  730,  740,  741,  743,  742,  743, 744, 745, 

746,  757,   1342,   1349,  1463,   1890.  1891, 

1893,  1893,  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897,  1944 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 

mentof  the  expenses  of  codifying  and  revieing 

the  revenue  laws 683,  684, 771 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 759, 

788,  789,  836,  838 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy 

postmasters 843,  84:1,  844,  1349 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 847 

remarks  on  the  oill  prescribing  the  manner  of 
appointing  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury 56,  57,  58,  172,  173 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  United  States 

courts  in  California 171,  173 

remarks  concerning  the  adjournment  sine  die, 

1349.  1353,  1374,  1375, 1376.  1577 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 

Steenrod 1750,1751 

remarks  concerning  the  statements  made  by  B. 
E.  Green,  to  a  committee  of  inquiry,  having 
reference  to  Hon.  T.  H.  Bayly.  ..1835,  1836 
rsmarka on  Army  appropriation  bill.. 1713, 1713, 
1763,   1764,   1765,   1784,    1796, 
1797,    1798,    1799,   1803,  1826, 
1827, 1828, 1829, 2130, 2131, 2132 
remarks  relative  to  tbe  bill  to  regulate  the  sala- 
ries of  the  district  Judges  of  the  United 

States ; 999,  1000 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 1889, 

1890,  1897,  1898,  1914,  2099 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 

increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army. .1946, 1947 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 758,1381- 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  1408, 
1409,  1410,  1411,  1467,  1468,  1469,  1470, 
1478,  1479,  1480,  1481,  1482,  1483,  1485, 
1504,  1505,  1507,  1611,  1612,  1G14,  1615, 
1635,  1639, 1995,  2024,  2II2S,  2029,  2027, 
9068,  80129,  S030,  3081.  2033,  2037,  9043j 


Houston,  Qeorgf  8., «  Representative  from  Ala- 
bama— Continued. 
3044.  2045. 2046,  3047,  3048,  3051,  9053, 
3054,  3058,  2059.  2060,  3064.  2070.  2072. 
3074.  3075,  2092,  2093,  2096,  2119,  2120 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  certain  titles  of 

the  Chippewa  Indians  to  uuids 1033, 

''  1034, 1035,  1036 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers  and 

otherwise, 2002, 2008,  2009,2011, 3135,  2137 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama.  .831, 832,  8^,  634 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill.  .1917, 1923 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  civil  officers  of 

New  Mexico  employed  under  its  military 

government 1053.  1054 

remarks  relative  to  Mr.  Giddings's  resolution 
to  expel  A.  O.  P.  Nichobion  from  the  Hall, 

1361 
remarks  on  the  bill  proposing  increased  rates 

of  postage 1406, 1407,  1408 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1675, 

1677, 1678,  1713,  2134 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico. . .  .1055, 1056 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  an' increase  of 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Public  Printing 350 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1519, 1520. 1535,  1536, 

1538, 1541, 1543, 1561, 1563, 1S63,  1565 
(See  Appendix.) 
Howard,  Dean  S. — See  Lyon,  L.  H. 
Howe,  Thomas  M.,a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania, 2,  7, 16, 36, 72, 203, 637, 1165. 1176, 
1178.  1179,  1182.  1368.  1565,  1587,1588, 
1597,  1641,  1710,  1822,  1864, 1988, 1991, 
1995,  2065,  2067,  2109, 2111,2117,  2142 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. .'. .636 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1234 
(See  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill 1713 

remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1894. 1896 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico 1057, 

1071, 1072,  1073 
Howison,  William  O.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1367, 

1500,15(13 

Hudson,  Lemuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of 163, 

268,  373,  333,  893 
Hughes,  Charles,  a  Representative  from  New 
York,  3. 6, 16,35, 113, 168, 193, 317, 257, 332, 
425,  429,  461,  771,  988,  1037,  1131,  1142. 
1166,  1168,  1170,  1171,  1174,  1175,  1176, 
1177,  1179,  1210,  1217,  1254,  1443,  1495, 
1873,  1873,  1874,  1916,  3001,  3120,  2121 

resolutions  bv 70, 113,  3076 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic^  bill. .  .1409, 

1470,  2057,  2073,  2130 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  Colt  patent, 

1642, 1643, 1647 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C. 

Green 1757 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1014, 

1243 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1693 

remarks   on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 1838,1840,1841,1843 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico.,.. 1057,  1058 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  and   for  other  pur- 
poses  HOI,  1109 

Humphrey,  Sylvester,  and  the  heirs  of  Alexonder 
Humphrey,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
1371,  1865,  1887 
Hunt,  Theodore  Q.,  a  Representative  from  Lou- 
isiana  2.  114, 128,  328, 

273,  347, 397, 414,  418.  430,  431,  434,  438, 
511, 605,  606.  614,  680.  720,  756.  772,  906, 
987,  988,  1036,  1094,  1109,  1119,  1143, 
1155,  1156,  1183,  1184,  1185,  1189,  1196, 
1354,  1363,  1373,  1444,  1495,  1586,  1765, 
1860,  1873,  1891,  1924,  1936,2001,2011. 
2033,  2041.  2096,  2130,  2132,  3135,  2136 

resolutions  by 87,  228,  2101 ,  2132 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory. .  ..120,  121 

remarks  on  the  proposed  reference  of  certain 

estimates  for  rivers  and  harbors. .138, 139, 140 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  of  tbf  late  S.  S.  Prentiss .388 
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ant,  Theodore  G.,a  Representative  from  Loui- 1 
Biana — Continufd. 

remarks  on  ihe  deficiency  bill 3fi6,  307 

remarka  relating  to  the  contested  seat  oC  the  Del- 
egate from  New  Mexico 499 

remarks  on  Ihe  homestead  hill 503 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory  ,610, 611, 1477 

remarks  relating  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A. 
P.  Roman 158C 

remarks  on  his  resolution  to  remove  the  Clerk 
of  the  House 2101,  2102 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  change  the  refer- 
ence of  certain  memorials 1821,  1823  [ 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  rei;ulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1948,  1 

105:.,  1956 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  hill.  .1505,  l 
1506,  2043,  2044,  2064,  2095,  2096 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries  and  ; 
Smith .965 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 
bill 961 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  726, 1163 

(See  Jipptiutii.) 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2126, 2127 

Hassey,  Obed,  act  for  the  relief  of. 1727 

Huston,  Almazon,  act  for  the  relief  of.  .,907,  949 

I. 

loif,  act  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  select  the 
residae  of  the  lands  to  which  she  is  entitled 
under  the  act  of  March  2, 1827,  granting  land 
to  aid  that  Slate  in  opening  a  canni  to  connect 
the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with  those  of 
L^ke  Michigan 425,  500,  2108,  2117 

resolutions  of  the  Lef;islature  of  the  State  of, 

601,  678,  697 

(Sec  Lighl-TTimse;  Granta;  Cumberlatul  Road; 
Judicial  Diflriela.) 
Incorporation — see  jVttnfolilan  Collegiate  Imlilute 
cf  IfojAington;  Gltwaooi  Cciiulery;  George- 
lean  Gas- Light  Companji;  Fire  Inaurance; 
.Variono/  Hotel  Company. 
Indiana,  an  act  to  indemnify  the  State  of,  for  the 
failure  of  title  to  a  township  of  land,  granted 
to  said  State  on  her  admission  into  the  Union 

in  1816 14, 

17,  18,  140,  267,  330,  397,  410,  442,  423 

remarks  bv — 

I  Mr.  Biasel! 402,  403,  405 
Mr.  Cullom 17,  18 
Mr.  Disney 404,  405 
Mr.  Dtinhnm 17,  18, 
398,  399,  400,  401,  402,  403,  404,  405 
Mr.  Eastman 403,  404, 
Mr.  En-iiah 403 
Mr.  Greenwood 404 
Mr.  Hendricks,399,401, 402, 403,  405,410 
Mr.  Henn 17, 
Mr.  .Tones,  of  Tennessee 403, 404, 405 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana 403 
Mr.  Letcher 403,  405 
Mr.  Mnce 398 
Mr.  Millson.  , 17, 
398,  399,  400,  401,  402,  403,  405 
Mr.  Orr. .  .17,  400, 401,  402,:403,  404,  405 
Mr.  Simmons 404 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 404 

(See  Bands;  Grants;  Jwlieial  Districts;  Reserva- 
^^H        tiotv;  Ijinds.) 

^^H    act  to  aacertain  and  adjust  the  titles  to  cerlitin 

^V        lands  in  the  State  of.  .1372,  1495,  1867,  1927 

Ird  'i: :  ■  .ili-i,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  act  to  erect 

,  ;!i  11.^  rity  of,a  United  States  court-house  and 

^B         land  office 180,14.'>n 

^^Hjadian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 34 

^■^    h.N  r."orled  from. .110,  562,  1014,  1368,  1728 

r'S  of  instruction  to 181,182 

-    I       fd  from  subjtcls... 245.  348,  136H,  1588 

reports  from 294,871.  1.382,2111,2142 

Bjfverse  reports  from 245,  1308,  1382, 1682 

(See  Office  of  Jnilinn  -Iffairs.) 
Indian  agents,  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 

Ian  additional  number  of 562,  10.32,  1052 
ndinn  aggressions,  bill  to  refund  to  the  State  of 
California  the  expenses  incurred  in  suppress- 
ing, in  that  State SS,  999 
odian  Department,  bill    making   appropriations 
for  the  current  and   contingent  expenses  of 
the,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1855 51, 681 , 
718,  726.  738,  756,  7.57,  1342,  1348, 
1463,  1890,  1891,  1916,  1944,  2002 
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Indian  Department,  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the,  and  for  fulfilling  treuty  stipulations  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes  f<ir  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1855 — Continued. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  (5hamberlain 1892,  1895  1 

Mr.  Chandler 1895  I 

Mr.  Chastain 742,  745 

Mr.  Greenwood 745 

Mr.  Grow 681, 

738,  740,  741,  742,  743,  744,  1896 

Mr.  Haven 1895 

M  r.  H  ouston 681 , 

718,  720,  740,  741,  742.  743,  744,  745, 
746,  747,  1342,  1349,  1463,  1890,  1k91, 
1892,  1893,  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897,  1944 

Mr.  Howe 1894,  1896 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York 1895 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 681, 

718,  719,  744,  757,  1895.  1896,  1897 

Mr.  Lane, -of  Oregon 1892 

Mr.  Millson 717,  720 

Mr.  Orr 717, 

718,  719,  720,  726,  738,  740,  743, 
744, 745, 746, 1349. 1891, 1892,  1945 

Mr.  Peckham 718,  719,  726,  744,  1892 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1891. 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine .1896' 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  to  refund  to  the  Territory 
of  Utah  the  expenses  incurred  in  suppress- 
ing....  1031,1116,  1432,  1641, 1680 

in  Washington  Territory,  communication  con- 
cerning  1988 

Indian  tribes,  bill  defining  the  terms  upon  which  I 
treaties  shall  hereafter  be  made  with  certain,  ' 

and  for  other  purposes 285,  871 

Indian  war,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  Rogue 

river 7,  140,  1031,  1115,  1432,  1641,  1080 

Indians,  bill  to  indemnify  and  reimburse  IheState 

of  Florida  for  moneys  paid  in  protecting  her 

frontier  citizens  against  the  Seminole,  16,  181 

(See  Ratuom;  Suyreys  of  Public  Lands  ) 

resolution  concerning  pension  and  bounty  land 

laws  in  their  application  to  the  Senera.  .2142 

bill  to  indemnify  the  Slate  of  South  Canilina 

for  moneys  expended  for  the  United  States, 

in  the  war  in  Florida  with  the  Seminole..  .47 

bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  settle  and 

adjust  the  expenses  of  the  people  of  Oregon 

from  attacks  and  hostilities  of  the  Cayuse,  in 

the  years  1847  and  1848,  approved  August  2, 

1852.  .287,  572,  1052,  1430,  1874,  1924,  1990 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Haven 10.52,  19.53 

Mr.  L  me,  of  Oregon 1052,  1053 

Mr.  Letcher 1053 

bill  to  provide  for  Ihe  extinguishment  of  the  title 
of  the  Chippewa,  in  the  lands  owned  and 
claimed  by  them  in  the  Territory  of  Minneso- 
ta, and  in  the'  Stale  of  Wisconsin,  and  for 
theirdomesticaiion  and  civilization,  1032, 1052 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Dunham 1033 

Mr.  Greenwood 10.35 

Mr.  Haven 1033,  1034,  1035 

Mr.  Houston 10.33,1034,  10.35,  1036 

Mr.  Letcher 1033,  1037 

Mr.  Orr 1032,  1033,  1034,  10.35,  1036 

Mr.  Rice 1034,  1036 

Mr.  Skelton 1036 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois cl034 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 1035,  1036 

Indigent  insane  persons — see  Gronls. 
Ingersoll,  Colin  M.,a  Rfpresenlative  from  Con- 
necticut  2,  0, 18, 35,  103, 182,  700,  7.36, 

737,  918,  926,  928,  936,  986,  1122,  1132, 
1142,  1162,  1168,  1176,  1.379,  1482,  1011, 
1873,  1924,  1955,  1957,  2106,  2128,  2140 

resolutions  by 48,  1615 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  Captain 
Reecher  and  the  Spanish  authorities  ot  Porto 

Rico 48,  49 

remarks  on  ihe  deficiency  bill 379 

remarks  requiring  the  correction  upon  the  Jour- 
nal of  his  vote  on  the  postage  bill 14.55 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1796, 1802 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2053, 

2002,  2073 

Ingraham,  Captain  Duncan  N.,  joint  resolution  of 

the  thanks  of  Congress,  and  for  the  presenla- 

lion  of  a  sword  to 69,  127, 

128,  148,  1T59,  2118,  2119,  2122,  2132 
D 


Ingraham, Captain  Duncan  N., resolution  request-* 

ing  the  promotion  of 846,  8^  j 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Barry...; 131,  134,157] 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 69,  128,1 

129,  130, 132,  133, 134, 135, 136, 154, 1.57  i 

Mr.  Chandler 129.J 

Mr.  Churchwell 1.30, 133  < 

Mr.  Clingman 69,  70,  128,  136,  1.541 

Mr.  Cumming 1.53,  1561 

Mr.  Dean. ..69,  70,  128,  154,155,156,  157] 

Mr.  Disney 148,  151,152.1.531 

,       Mr.  Ethendge 253i| 

Mr.  Hniris.  of  Alabama 132,  1.341 

Mr.  Hillyer 129,  1311 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  69,  134,  154,  1561 

Mr.  Millson 128,  129,  1.55i 

Mr.  Orr 128,  129,  134,  2118,  21 19j 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 149 

Mr.  Phillips 130,1 

132,  134,  149,  151,  152,  1534 

Mr.  Preston 1.52,  1.53,  154] 

Mr.  Richardson 129,  1541 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama 70,  130,  [ 

131,  132, 135,  138J 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 70,  1331 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1.32,  133, 

1.34,  1.35,  152,  153,  1.54,  157 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee, 131,  1.32 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 153 

Mr.  Wheeler 135,  154«1.56,  157 

Ingraham,  Zadoc  C,  act  for  the  relief  of 537, 

602,  8.54,  1500,  1502,  1559 
Inspector  of  Customs,  bill  to  increase  the  compen- 
sation of 2111 

Interior,  Departmentof  the,  communications  from 

the 40,  75,  201,  2.53,  267, 

329,  410,  418,  789,  847,  1267,  1572,  1749 

calls  upon  Uie,  for  information 181, 

284,  286,  606,  893,  2138,  2141 

Invalid  Pensions,  the  Committee  on 34 

bills  reported  from 102,  162,  203,  256,  257, 

2.58,  297.  426,  437,  8.53,  1369,  1370,  1497, 
1587,   1588,  1728,  1750,  1793,  1916,  2112 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 286,  685 

adverse  reports  from. .  .102,  121, 162,  203, 256, 
257,  297,  425,  426.  4.37,  853,  854,  1369, 
1370,  1497,  1587,  1728,  1834,  1916,  2112 

reports  from 162,258,425,  426, 

1369,  1370,  1497.  1728,  1834,  1916,  2112 

discharged  from  subjects 162, 

203,213,437,  1370.1587 

bill  in  relation  to 49,  258,  1132 

bill  concerning,  and  regulating  the  time  of  their 

commencement 183,  1587 

Iowa — see  Grants;  Bonds;  Land  Diatricli. 


Jack,  Captain  Matthew,  deceased,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of. 1368, 

1500,  1502,  2139,  2140,  2143 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  resolution   providing  for  The 

distribution  of  the  works  of. 1738 

JelTersonville,  Indiana — see  Ports  of  Delivery. 
Jeffries,  James,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith,  bill  for 
relief  of. .  :963,  964, 979, 980, 1464, 1497, 1561 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Edgerton 965, 982 

Mr.  Ewing 964,  96.5, 

980,  981,  982,  983,  1404,  1497,  1498 

Mr.  Grey 964 

Mr.  Grow 962,  983,  1497,  1498 

M  r.  Hunt 965 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee..  .964,  965,  1498 

Mr.  Letcher 964,  965 

Mr.  Olds 1497 

Mr.  Sage 905,  980, 981,  982 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 965,  982 

Jemison,  Robert,  and  the  legal  representatives  of 

Benjamin  Williamson,  act  for  relief  of.  ..907 

Jenks,  Sarah  K.,  and  the  legal  representatives  of 

Hartshorn  R.  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

in  the  matter  of  the  brig  Jane 2.57, 

271,331,  17.'53,  17.59,  1861 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 17.53,  1754 

Mr.  Florence 1753,  1755,  1756,  1757 

Mr.  Hillyer 17.54 

Mr.  Mnce. . .  .1753, 1854, 1755,  1756,  1757 

Mr.  Maxwell 1754 

Mr.  Millson 1754, 1755 

Mr.  Skelton 1755, 1756,  1757 

Jennings,  Thomas  D.,  act  for  the  relief  of.  .1373, 
1495,  1868, 1887?  1997 


)igitized  by 


Google 


r^tx  ¥o 


Jerrauld,  Sylvester  T.,  assignee  of  the  interest  of 
Henry  Richard,  act  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1372, 

H95,  lecn,  1S87,  vm 

'  Jerrero,  JosC  Maria— see  Lery,  Jonas  P. 

Johnson,  Allen  G.,  act  for  the  relief  of 350, 

423,478,401,490 
■  Johnson.Harvey  H.,aRepre8enintivefromOhio,2 
;.■-  Johnson,  Hezekiah.of  Biidgewater,  Vermont,  liill 

|IV    •     for  the  relief  of. 258,272,233 

"•  Johnson,  Israel,  act  for  the  relief  of. . .  .907,  1750 
Johnson,  Thomas  S.  J.,  of  the  Territory  of  New 

|l.  Mexico,  bill  for  the  relief  of 298, 

333,  1759,  1862 

^Joata,  Charles  Lee,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .86,  141, 

■'  ■■         267, 330,  1427,  1730, 1737,  1750,  1924,  1990 

JoncSt  Daniel   T.,  a   Reprenenintive  from    New 

York.  .2, 33, 35,  267,  304,  330,  ,331 ,413,  453, 

C25,  684,  6S5.  697.  825,  1172,  1173,  1429, 

1501,  1574,  1762,  1779,  1859,  1860,  18G2, 

1864,  1865,  1867,  1873,  1895,  2097,  2(198 

resolution  by 893 

remarks  relative  to  a  change  of  the  morning 

hour 1633 

remarks  relating  to  the  bill  to  incornoiate  the 
National    Hotel   Company  of  Wnshington 

City 2106,  2107 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  change  the  refer- 
ence of  certain  memorials 1H20,  1821 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2030 

recii^ks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  contract  for 

carrying  the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 

San  Francisco,  according  to  time 859 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  letter  postnge 
law  by  requiring  prepayment  by  stamp,  1573, 

1574 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill ]  692 

Jonea,  George  \V.,  a  Representative  from  Ten- 
nessee  2,  4,  5,6,  7,8,  1.3,21, 

22,  35,  36,  .37,  38,  42,  43,  45,  46,  47,  48, 
52,  53,  71,  72,  77,  79,  86,  87,  88,  95,  102, 
103,  114,  115,  122,  123,  140,  141,  142, 108, 
169,  171,  178,  179,  181,  182,  183, 184, 187, 
189,  195,  205,  206,  213,  218,  219, 229, 246, 
247,  253,  257,  258,  267,  268,  269,  270,  271, 
272,  283,  284,  285,  2S6,  287,  294, 298,  307, 
330,  331,  332,  333,  347,  348,  349, 394,  396, 
397,  413,  414,  415,  425,  434,  437,  438,  443, 
444,  445,  446,  452,4.53,  459,  463,478,479, 
480,  488,  492,  493,  500,  532,  541,  563, 564, 
569,  591,  592,  593,  602,  611,  612,  614,  615, 
617,  626,  627,  628,  629,  637,  660,  679,  680, 
G98,  699,  723,  724,  746,  773,  78^,  837,  844, 
853,  871,  875,  883,  693,  895,  896,  912, 917, 
918,  936,  942,  949,  953,  954,  963,  964,  988, 
989,  1000,  1013,  1014,  10*5,  1020,  1030, 
1037,  1039,  1052,  1091,  1094,  1099,  1109, 
1112,  1119,  1131,  1164,  1166,  1175,  1188, 
1267,  1297,  1321,  1332,  1324,  1332,  1334, 
1353,  1354,  1355,  1360,  1370,  1371,  l.-)72, 
1373,  137.5,  1382,  1397,  1426,  1128,  1129, 
1430,  1431,  1432,  1433,  1436,  1450,  146,3, 
1464,  1467, 1476,  1496,  1497,  1498,  1499, 
1500,  1501,  1502,  1.524,  1536,  1549,  1559, 
1.561,  1572,  1589,  1594,  1.595,  1600,  1623, 
1642,  1652,  1653,  1654,  1656,  1657,  1822, 
1824,  1826,  1827,  18-J8,  1829,  1833,  1834, 
1840,  18C0,  1861,  1866,  1867,  1868,  1869, 
1870,  1871,  1672,  1873,  1886,  1888,  1889, 
1914,  1915,  1924,  1945,  1987,  1988,  1989, 
1990,  1992,  1993,  1994,  1995,  1996,  2000, 
2002,  2034,  2037,  2040,  2041,  2042,  2071, 
2075,  2076,  2092,  9093,  2101,  2104,  2105, 
2106,  2107,  2108,  2109,  2112,  2117,  2118, 
2132,  2135,  2137,  2138,  2140,  2143,  2144 

resolutions  bv 38,  179,  415,  2108 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  employ  a 

clerk 41 

remarks  on  a  motion  to  refer  and  print  a  com- 
munication from  Clerk  of  the  House,  93, 94,  95 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks  to  Captain 

Ingraham 09,  134,  154,  1.5G 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  diaburaemenl 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  &c.,55, 
56,  164,  166,  345,  346 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  franking  priv- 
ilege to  the  Coast  Survey 244 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Madison 

Par'on 272,  283,  .330 

remarks  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

Railroad  bill ; 213 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  099 

309,  323,  366,  367,  3fi8,*3'69V370,' 
871,  374,  375,  379,  383,  389,  303 


res,  George  W.,  n  Representative  from  Ten- 
nessee— Conlinxed. 
remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  provisions  of 

certain  bounty  Innd  laws 258,  259 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  the  title  to  a  certain 

township  of  land 403,  404,  405 

remarks  relating  to  an  inaccuracy  in  the  Jour- 
nal   451,1184 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 52, 

419,  4,39,  501,  ,502,  503,  ,505,  .521,  522, 
524,  525,  526,  528,  530,  532,  533,  535, 
537,  538,  539,542,  544,  .545,  546,  548 
remarks  relating  to  the  bill  providing  for  a  dis- 
tribution of  arms  among  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories  637 

remarks  on  (second)  deficiency  bill,  431 ,  664, 66.5, 

672,  673,  674,  676,  986,  1269,  1270,  1272, 

1275,  1312,  1313,  1316,  1322,  1323,  1344 

remarks  on  reference  of  a  certain  coinmunioatir.n 

from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents.  .677,  678 

remarks  on)the  joint  resolution 'relating  to  bids 

for  naval  supplies 679 

remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  for  the  refer- 
ence of  the  President's  message.  .96,  253,  255 
remarks  on  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  settlers  on 

lands  reserved  for  railroad  purposes 699, 

700,712,713 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  G. 

Bishop  and  others 736,  737 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 681, 
718,  719,  744,  757,  1895,  1896,  1897 
remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  codifying  and  revis- 
ing the  revenue  laws 683,  684 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 489, 

490,  809,  829 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy 

postmasters 842,  843,  844,  1349 

remarks   on  the  resolution   to   furnish    certain 

books  to  new  members. .883,  884,  1453,  1454 

remarks  on  resolution  authorizing  the  printing 

of  Herndon  and  Gibbon's  reports.  .907,  908 

remarks  on  graduation  bill.  ..903,915,  916,  917 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  a  section  of  the 

civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1854. 925, 92G.  927,  933 

remarks  on  a  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

certain  pension  laws 115 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 
appointing  the   Assistant  Secretary   of    the 

Treasury 56,  57,  58,  60,  61 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .583, 
584,  586,  591 
remarks  concerning  the  adjournment  .'iiie  die, 
1377,  1378,  1575,  1577,  1594,  1.595 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  the  heirs, 

&c.,  of  Richard  W.  .Meade 966,  968, 

970,  1425,  1588,  1597,  1598,  1599,  1641 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  equally  to 

the  several  States  for  public  purposes 111, 

112,848,849,853 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1948, 

1949,  1956 
remarks  on  theciviland  diplomaticappropriation 

bill 1408,  1409,  1412,  1468,  1469,1478, 

1481,  1482,  1483,  1484,  1485,  1.504,  1505, 
1510,  1010,  IGll,  1612,  1613,1614,  1615, 
1623,  1624,  1635,  1636,  1639,  1640,  2024, 
2025.  2026,  2027,  2028,  2029,  20.30.  2031, 
2032,  2033,  2034,  2035,  2036,  2042,  2U43, 
2044,  2045,  2046,  2047,  2048,  2050,  2053, 
20.54,  2055,  2057,  20,58,  2059,2060,2061, 
2062,  2063,  21164,  2065,  2066.  2067,  20GS, 
2069,  2070,  2071,  2073,  2074,  2075,  2095 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 1890, 

1897, 1898,  1914 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  piirpones 408, 

469,  470,  471,  500,  510,  511,  516 
remarks  on  the  l>ill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad. .1119, 
1120,  1121,  145(1^  1451 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroid  and  telegraph 

bill 1353 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries  and 

Smith C 964,  965,  1498 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  iVlrs.  Har- 
riet Leavenworth .333 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill 919,  934, 

036,  937,  939,  940,  B41 ,  060, 961, 962, 1050 


Jones,  George   ^V".,  a  Representative  from 

neesee —  Coniinued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appr'  > 

carrying  the  mails  by  ocean   f 

otherwise ,.,<, 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  sale  iran«n 

sion  of  the  mails  of  the' United  SKtrs  ag 

railroads , ; 305,  30C.  I 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  existj 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 822.  949, 1 

remarks  on  the  bill   to   defray^  the  expen 

growing  out  of  Ihe  burning  of  the  steamfa 

Martha  Washington 873,J 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .19 

1918,  1919,  1920.  1921, 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kanaas  bill, ! 

997,j 
remarks  relative  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 

Thomas  C.  Nye li 

remarks  relating  to  Mr.  Giddings's  resolution' 

to  expel  A.  0.  P.  Nicholson  from  the  HalL, 

1360,  lap 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  people! 
Oregon  to  form  a  constitution  and^State) 

ernment,  &c.,  &c 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  letter  pos^ 
law,  so  as  to  require  prepayment  by  suiiH 
1477,  1573,  I| 
remarks  on  the  bill  proposing  increased  rata 

postage 912,  \k 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  pension 

under  the  act  of  February  3,  18.53 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation 

2104,  2105,  210f;,  2U3,  2116,  2137,  2l3 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  an-  increase  of 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  j 

Public  Printing 230,  350,  f 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  Presidetitl 
fulfill   Ihe  third   article   of  the   treaty 

Mexico IS 

1521,  1522,  1523, 1561,  1562.  Ij 
Jones,  J.  Glancy,  a  Represeniative  from  Ped 

sylvania 410,  1129,  1524,  iff 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pa 
ment  of  Ihe  expenses  of  codifying  and  ret 

ing'ihe  revenue  laws 682,  683,  684,  *" 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  l'rei>idenl] 
fulfill    the   third   article  of  the  treaty 

Mexico 1536 

(See  Jipptndix.) 
Jonea,  John  Rice,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 1368,  18C3,  1887,2132 

Jones,  John   S.,  and  William    H.    Russell,  sur- 
viving  partners   of  Brown,   Russell  &.  Co., 

bill  for  the  relief  of. 24 

271,  331,  1751, 1759,  1861, 1924,  IS 
remarks  by — 

Mt.  Benton. 17.59,  17 

Mr.  Giddings 17.52, 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri 1751,  17 

Jones,  Mrs.  Mary  A.M.,  bill  for  the  relief  ( 

1381,  18 
Jones,  Roland,  a  Representative  from  Louisiai 
2.  1 13, 285.  414,  443,  G25,  648, 726,  064,  Hi 
1184, 13.33, 1420, 1446, 1449, 1466, 1471 ,  15 
1,572, 1,576, 1588, 1652, 1678, 1763,  1827, 18 
1872, 1873, 1874, 1887, 1994,2141, 2142, '. 

resolution  by .y. 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill  . .  .913, 915, ! 
remarks   on    the   bill   confirming  certain  la 

claims  in  the  Bastrop  grant 1495,  14 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  time  for  I 

annual  assembling  of  Congress. . .  1447,  14 

remarks  on  the  Henderson  claim  in  the  Baati 

grant 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .14 

2063,  2063.  2064, 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  exia 
mail  contract  in  Alabama,  822,  624,  825, ! 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  change  the  ref 

ence  of  ceilain  memorials V 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill It 

1679,  1680, 
Jones,  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  snrety  for  a  for 
postmaster  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  bill  fo 

relief  of 1497,  1869,  1887, 

Jones,  William  Claude,  act  for  ihe  relief  of,  1 

1496,  1863,  1887, 
Jordan,  Thomas,  bill  authori»ing  the  Secretary 
the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of,  as; 
ant  quartermaster  in  the  United  States  Ar 
1728,  1992,  1995,  ' 
Joynes,  Robert,  acl'for  the  relief  of 
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ladi- 


Mis%euri;    Utah;    Juilicca;    District 


w 


.  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
r.  ihe  SiBie  of  Arkansas  into  two, 

Binir  jvni  .>i.-irch  3, 1851 45, 

171,589,700,717,759 

bill  to  divide  ilie  State  of  Indiana  into  two,  and 

t('  r  holding  the  circuit  and  district 

c  180 

WH  to  il;vi.-u  ilie  State  of  Ohio  into  two,  and  to 
provide  for  hoMinjr  district  and  circuit  courts 

"<■  't'-(Tnited  States  therein 220 

dr  the  State  of  lilinois  into  two..  .475 
•tem  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  mod- 
ify :r.* 912  | 

idary,  theCommiitceon  the 34 

re«olutior.      '    ■     ^  to 70,] 

.  285,  286,  413,  414,  ! 

..     -  -.       J,  eofi,  680,  684,  l.'Cta  I 

bilbreporied  from,  169,  171,202,257,999,1367,  i 

1495,  1497, 1586,  IG70,  2111,  2138,  2141  I 

reports  from 171,  188,  287,  572, 

7.V>.  1368,  1372,  1420,  1495,  1586,  176.5, 
1792,  InfiO,  1915,  1916,  2112,  2138,  2141  ! 

tArene  rf  noria  from 247, 1363, 1495, 1860 

diacbargvd  from  subjects 348, 

1368,  1372,  1495,  2111 
gdioary   aysiem  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  to  reform  its  judicial  laws,  bill  to  reor- 

panize  the » 1586 

uatices   of  the   Supreme   Court   of  the    United 
States,  bill  to  regulate  the  salaries  of  the,  757 


w 


Kansas — see   Mebraska;    Land    Offices;    Surceyor 

Crr'-al  in  .Wit  Mexico. 
K-r-r-  •  .-,  Jonathan,  act  to  provide  for  the  final 

s'lvment  of  the  accounts  of,  Inle  receiver  of 

Eiblie  moneys  at  Detroit,  and  of  John  Kiddle, 
le  register  of  the  land  office  at  (hat  place,  350 
fill,  Ln  *rence  M., a  Represer.tative  from  South 

(   ■'    •T\n 8,  217, 

4  .,  454,  746,772,789,  9(13,  984,  986,  987, 
lii.V-'.  1121,  1129,  1142,  1156,  1175,  1182, 
11-6.  1197,  1210,  1377,  1424,  1428,  1449, 
lii;,  1589,  1699,  1873,  1923,  2106,  2136 

r-   ;   ,n   by 2I0G 

reniaiks  on  that  portion  of  the  President's  mes- 

sa^  relatini;  totoimage  duties 217,246 

(See  .Ifiptndije.) 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 504,  546 

remarks  on   the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

431,  1292,  1319 

remarks  relating  to  the  military  superintendence 

of  tir.l  works 1399,  1402,  2110 

remarks  concerning  the  adjournment  sine  die, 

1375 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  time  for  the 

annual  assembling  of  Congress. .  .1448,  1449 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  803 

(Stt^tppmdiz.) 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1713, 
17C3,  1764,  1765, 1795, 1796 
(See  ^Ifpendix.) 

remarks  on  the  rirrr  and  harbor  bill 1698 

mnarks  on   the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 
inereaaelheefficiency  ofthe  Army,  1949, 1950 
remarks  on  the  bill  (o  eslsblish  iheoAice  of  sur- 
veyor g«neral  in  New  Mexico. . .  .1073,  1074 
remerks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyorgeneralin  UtBh,ond  for  other  purposes, 
1099,1100,1111,1113 
rtnurks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  Piesident  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1540,  1 541 

U,  Charles  A.,  act  for  ihe  relief  of. 219, 

293,  333, 1759,  1862 

y.Jobn  W.,  bill  for  the  relirf  of 1341, 

1464,  18G6,  1887,  1927 
inedy,  Joshua,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of. 140, 

294,  332,  17.58,  17,59,  1834.  1889 
tacky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  1070 
(See  Grmu.) 
Kerr,  John,  «  Representative  from  North   Caro- 
lina, 2  :m.  .348,  4,39,  444,  497,544,  591, ,'•.92, 
787, 837,  848,  893,  902,  906,  935, 
.    1091,   1116,  1170,  1171,  1172, 
ll-iO,  1181,  1182,  1188,  12-.'3,  1270, 
1420,  1600,  1657,  1670,  1677,  1727,  1765, 
1779     I-'-    I'^n,  1860,  1671,1993,  1994, 
199.^  ;7,  2044,  2054,  2119,  2144 

remarks  >  roaka  and  Kansas  bill.  .445 

(Ses^/fWdi^ix.) 


Kerr,, 


IJ  V4, 


Kerr,  John,  a  Representative  from  North  Caro- 
lina— CmUimtcd. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota irrthe  construction  of  a  railroad,  ,572,  I 
573,  578,  584,  585,  590,  591  , 
(Stt  .Ippendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  executive  and  judiciary  officers  in  the  Ter- 
ritories  1038,  10,39, 1040,  1052 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  iheoffiie  of  sur* 
Ttyor  general  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  and 

for  other  purposes 1097, 

1099,  1100,  1112,  lU3i 
Keokuk,  Iowa — see  Ports  qf  Uetivery. 
Kidwell,  ZeUehiahi  a  Ue|>re8entative  from  Vir- 
ginia  2,69,  1710,  1873,2105 

resoluiiun  by 114 

King,  Henry,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

rcpresentalives  of 1727,  2071 

King,  John  H.,  bdl  for  the  relief  of...  1587,  1990 

King,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  bill  for  relief  of,  .297, 

332,1758,1759,1801,2143 

King,  Richard,  act  for  the  relief  of. .350, 

1368,  1864,  1886,  1927  i 
King,  William  R.,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  proceedings  relative  to  the  death  of,  23, 

47,  63 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Ashe 25 

M  r.  lien  ton 26 

Mr.  Chandler 23 

Mr,  Harris,  of  Alabama 23 

Mr.  Latham. 24 

Mr.  Philli|M 26 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 25 

Rjttrcdge,  George  W.,  a   Representative  from 

New  Hampshire 2, 

35,582,1129,1175,1873,2138 

Knapp,  Amos,  act  for  the  relief  of. 906, 

1370,  2112 

Knapp,  Ann  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1727 

Knox,  James,  a  Representuiive  from  Illinois..  .2, 
102O,  1092,  1178,  1233, 1333, 1312,  13.54, 
1355,  1379,  1737,  1834,  1871,  1874,  2142 

resolution  by 415 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1233 
(See  Jtitpemlix. ) 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1319,  1320 

remarks   on    the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 1842 

Koszta,  Martin,  remarks  relating  to  the  esse  of,  72 
Ktibben,  Lawrence — see  McElhinney,  IfVliam  J. 
Kurtz,  William  H., a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania   2,  21,  593 

L. 

La  Reintrie,  Henry,  act  for  the  relief  of,.  ...907, 
1860,  1993,  1995,  2034 
Lake  Port — see  Ports  of  Delivery. 
Lamb,  Alfred   W.    a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  2,  181,  1873 

Lamhorn,  Samuel   H.,  Superintendent  of  House 
document  room,  resolution  to  increase  the 

pay  of, 1989 

Lamborn,  Samuel  H,,  superintendent  of  House 
document  room,  resolution    to   increase  the 

pay  of 1 989 

Lancaster,  Columbia,  a  Delegate  from  Washing- 
ton Territory '. 897,  1322 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

lighthouses,  buoys,  &c 1715 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  ,..2034. 

2035, 2059,  2068,  2074 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 

relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of 

Oregon 1078,  1080, 1081 

Lands — see  Iflsconsiu;  Grants;  Keservntiom;  Pre- 
emptions; hounly  Land;  Missouii;  Dubuque; 
Title;  Ifiaomsin. 
Land,  bill  to  authorize  the  school  commissioner 
of  fractional  township  No  1,  of  range  No.  10 
east,  in  Alabama,  to  locate  one  section  of,  for 

school  pur|>oses 7,  47,  698,  953,  984 

bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public,  in  certain 

^  cases 4 

act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  and  locators  of 

swamp  and  overflowed 22, 

45,110,111,502,701,1131,2138 
kill  to  reduceiand  graduate  ihe  price  of  the  pub- 
lic  38,  698 

bill  to  reduce  and  groduate  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic, to  actual  settlers  and  cultivators 47 

bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  and  settlement  of  the 
public,  of  the  United  States 4S 


Lands,  bill  giving  to  the  Slates  the  entire  controL 
and  disposition  of  swamp,  within  their  limita,1 
granted  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  Sep-I 
tember  28,  1850,  and  repealing  so  much  ufl 
said  act  us  requires  the  pi  oceeds  of  such  landu 
to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  levees  andj 

drains 

bill  confirmatory  of  certain  school  seleclioos,  88, 

476 
remarks  by — 

Mr,  Cobb 476,  477 

Mr.  Dean 476 

Mr.  Disney 476,  477,  478 

Mr.  Letcher 476,  477,  478 

Mr.  Orr 477 

.  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic  169, 1131 

resolutions  of  instruction,  relating  to  the  disiio- 

sition  of  the  public 179 

bill  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public,  among  the  several  States  for  educa- 

tipnal  purposes 284 

bill  to  amend  an  net  entitled  An  act  to  viable 
the  State  of  ArkanflnR,  and  other  Slates,  to  re- 
claim swHinp,  in  their  limits. 285 

act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  patents  to,  in  any 

State  or  Territory,  in  certain  cases.  .654,  896 

bill  to  ascertain  and  adjust  title  to  certain,  within 

the  Suite  of  Indiana 682 

Land  claim, act conrirmingacertain, in  Louisiana, 

known  as  the  Fleurioji  claim 350, 

18G0, 1861,  1927 
Land  claims — see  Claims. 
bill  to  coniinue  in  torce  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
ascertain  and  settle  private,  in  California,  and 

for  other  purposes 124,  169,  J82,  219 

bill  confirming  certain,  in  Louisiana,  in   the 

Bostron  grant .205,  220,  1495,  1559 

bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
ascertain  aii<l  settle  the  private,  in  the  State 
of  California, approved  March  3, 1851.. 257, 
287,  .398,  436,  477,  2132 
bill  for  the  more  efTectual   prosecution  of,  be- 
longing to  the  United  Slates 285,  1373 

act  appointing  commissioners  to  ascertain  cer- 
tain facts  relative  to  private,  in  the  State  of 

Michigan 463,  500,  21 U 

act  supplementary  to  an  act  confirming,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes, 

906,  1916 

Land  district,  act  to  establish  a,  in  the  State  of 

Florida,  to  be  called  the  district  of  Tampa, 

434,500,2141,2143,2220 

bill  to  establish  an  additional,  in  the  Territory 

of  Minnesota 182,  893,  908 

act  to  establish  sn  additional,  in  Florida.  .1327 
bill  to  establish  an  additional,  in  the  State  of 

Wisconsin 2141 

Land  districts,  bill  to  divide  the  Northern   and 

Missouri  river,  in  the  Slate  of  Iowa 181 

bill  to  establish  additional,  in  the  Territory  of 

Minnesota .562,  .564,  757,  758 

Land  ufHi'e,  bill  to  establish  a,  in  the  lower  penin- 
sula of  Michigan 415,  466,  917,  951,  963 

remarks  by — 

Mr,  Disney 466,  467 

Mr,  Letcher 466,  467 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Michigan 466,  467 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 466,  467 

act  to  establish  an  additional,  in  the  Stats  of 

Florida 1271 

bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  and  to  establish 

a,  therein 1341,  2111 

bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  ond  sale  of  tha 
public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and 

to  establish  a,  therein 1349,  2111 

(See  Lidianapolii;   Chicago;   Gefural  Land  Office; 

Compensation. ) 
Land  Warrants — see  Military  Warrants. 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  correction  of  erroneous  locations  of 
military ,  by  actual  settlers  on  the  public  land , 

in  certain  cases- 849 

Lane,  James  H.,  a  Representative,  from  Indiana, 

2,  37, 55, 180,  202,  244,  245,  246,  2,56,  257, 

258,332,333,  378,  388,  393,  415,  418,  427, 

428, 446,  463,  47S,  460,  481,  541,  572,  592. 

606,  844,  873,  885.  1187,  1873 

resolutions  by 180,  415,  615 

remarks  concerning  the  railroad  riots  at  Erie, 

Pennsylvania 237 

rernarks  on  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Hercules  L, 
Dousnian 257 
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Lane  Jnmes  H.,a  Representative  from  Indiana — 
Continiud. 
remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  provisions  of 

cenaln  hounly  land  laws 258,  259 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  Indlanafor  fail- 
ure of  title  to  a  certain  township  of  land,  41)3 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the   relief  of  Captain 

Thomas  Porter , 480 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  529,  538,543,544 
remarks  personal  and  explanatory. . .  .610,  611 
remarks   on   the   bill    for   the  relief  of  Blijah 

Beebe 603,  605 

remarks  on  the  bill  toaid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  conslruciion  of  a  railroad,  5G5, 
5G6,  574,  575,  576,  602 
Lane,  Joseph,  a   Delegate   from   Oregon  Terri- 
tory  2,7,46,140,182,493,563,  614, 

I"  744,  854,  885;  897,  93G,  1070,  1109, 

1121,    1122,   1362,    1428,  1071,  1863 

resolutions  by 46,  88,  854 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  set- 
-tlement  of  the  expenses  pertaining  to  the  laws 

of  Oregon 88 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .371,  372,  388 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of 

the  expensed  of  the  Rogue  River  Indian  war, 

1115,  1116 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  Minnesota  in  the  cnn- 

Btf^ction  of  a  railroad 572,  575,  576,  589 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  executive   and  judiciary  officers  in  the 

Territories 1037,  1038,  1039,  1429,  1430 

remarks  on  selling  apart  Ihe.  time  for  the  con. 

eideration  of  Territorial  business 1369 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1892 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1799, 

■  1800,  1801,  1827 

remarks   on   the  bill   for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 1838,  1840,  1841,  1842 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  rej;ulaie  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1951, 

1952,  1953,  1954,  1956 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1409, 
2032, 2033,  2034, 2035 
remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  the  expenses  of 

the  Cayuse  war  in  Oregon 1052,  1053 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  civil  ofllcers  of 
New  Mexico,  employed  under  its  military 

government 1075 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Or- 
egon to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, &c 1117,  1 118 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish   the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  New  Mexico,  1070,  1074 
remarks   on    the  bill  to  estoblish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  olher  pur- 
poses  1096,  1097,  1112, 1113,1114 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 
relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor  generol  of 

Oregon 1075, 1076, 

1077,  1078,  1079,  1080,  1081,  1082,  1091 
Lane,  William  Carr,  of  New  Mexico,  resolution 
allowing  per  diem  and  mileaje  to,  492, 61 1 ,  756 
Larrabee,  Sarah — see  Bowm,  JVancy, 
Latliam,  Cornelius  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  169, 
268,272,  333,  lfi80 
Latham,  Milton  S.,  a  Representative  from   Cali- 
fornia  2, 

16,  88,  123.  124,  142,  257,  298,  325, 
326, 348, 725, 788, 848, 986, 1 142, 1367, 
1371,   1586,    1659,    1737,    1873,  1924 
remarks  on  death  of  Vice  President  King... 24 
remarks  on  the  bills  relatlngto  the  settlement  of 
sundry  land  claims  in  California. . .  .169,  287 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  extension  of  ihe  pre- 
emption privilege  in  Californin 451 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  United  Slates 

courts  in  California 171 

remarks  relating  to  the  rights  of  neutrals,  our 

relations  vvith  Spain,  &c.,  &c 1393 

(See  Jli>pendix. ) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  ..1467, 
1468,  1611,  2047,  2069,  2070,  2075 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1294, 

1295,  1296,  1313,  1314,  1315,  1322,  1323 

remarks  on  the   bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 

service  between  the  Atlantic  Slates  and  San 

Francisco 1434 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  contract  for 
carrying  the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 

San  Francisco,  according  to  time 871, 

672,  873,  899,  900 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill, .  ,2126 


Laughery,  A.  S.,  bill  for  th*  relief  of. 1495, 

18G7,  1887,  2143 
Lavalette,  B.  A.  P.,  a  captain  of  the  United  Slates 

Navy,  bill  for  the  relief  of 424, 

479,  481,  1443,  1450 
Lawrence,  Zachariah,  of  Ohio,  act  for  the  relief 

of 219,247,  1750,  1992 

Laws — see  Code  of  Laws. 

passed  during  this  session 222.'>-2239 

digest  of  the  pension  and  bounty  land,  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  purchase  of  copies  for 

the  use  of  members 207G 

Lea,  Alexander,  act  for  the  relief  of.. .  .906,  1727 

Leach,  Asa,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1793, 

1993,  1995,  2143 

Leavenworth,  Harriet,  widow  of  the  late  Brevet 

Brigadier  General  Leavenworth,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 162,  268,  331,  333,  397,  874 

Leavenworth,  Seth  M  ,  resolution  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of 1924,  2139 

Lee,  John,  resolution  for  the  relief  of 439 

Lee,  Oliver,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ad- 
ministrators of 298,  333,  1759, 1861 

Lendrum,  Brevet  Captain  J,  H.,of  the  United 
Slates  Army,  Joint  resalution  for  the  relief 

of. 1368,  1864,  1887,  2115 

Letcher,  John,  a  Representative  from  Virginia, 
2,  6,  7,  13,  16,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  50, 
53,  64,  92,  94,  102,  113,  114,  115, 127,  140, 
143,  178,  183,  243,  244,  267,  271,  279,273, 
286,  298,  330,  331,  333,  403,  405,  439,  443, 
445,  446,  454,  478,  480,  481,  490,  492,  531, 
.'■>49,  561,  563,  572,  591,  592,  606,  616,  626, 
627,  628,  629,  659,  680,  634,  698,  700,  720, 
845,  846,  853,  854,  872,  895,  S!)6,  902,  906, 
909,  912,  914,  926,  929.  933,  935,  942,  953, 
954.  963,  972,  1003,  1015,  1020, 1031,1032, 
1051,  1058,  1109,  1114,  1117,  1118,  1119, 
1123,  1129,  1143,  1167,  1180,  1193,1240, 
1255,  12G7,  1319,  1321,  1324,  1333.  1341, 
1349,  1353,  1355,  1367,  1369,  1370.  1371, 
1372,  1373,  1378,  1445,  1448,  1449,  1455, 
1463,  1476,  1486,  1494,  1495,  1501,  1511, 
1561,  1563,  1586,  1606,  1632,  1641,  1657, 
1658,  1671,  1682,  1715,  1728,  1731,  1738, 
1762,  1765,  1820,  1821,  1824,  1842,  1843, 
1860,  1863,  1864,  1873,  1888,  1915,  1921, 
1922,  1987,  1990,  1991,  1994,  1995,  1996, 
2001.  2009,  2038,  2076,  2097,  2100,  2103, 
2108,2112,  2113,  2117,  2118,  2121,  2138. 
2139,  2140,  9141,  2142,  2143,  2144 

resolutions  by 285, 

413,  684,  1354,  1365,  1463,  1643 
remarks  relating  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  Elijah  Beebe 141,  604,  918,  919 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 309,  310, 

320,  326,  369,  371,  .375,  378,  379, 

380,  383,  3S5,  387,  392,  394,  411 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  land  office  in 

the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan  . .  .466,  467 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory 520 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  Slate 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes,  4G8,  4C9, 

472,  473,  493,  511,  512,  513,  514,  515,  516 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 506, 

527,  541,  542,  549 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill  . .  .63G, 

666,  G68,  671,  673,  674,  676,  1269, 

1270,  1289,  1390,  1291, 1293,  1293, 

1298,  1318,  1320,  1322,  1324,  1344 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 91G,  918 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  iheTerrilory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  578, 
582.  583.  .'>84,  587,  591,  1120,  1450,  1889 
remarks  concerning  the  course  of  Virginia  Kep- 
resentatives  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  grant- 
ing lands  for  railroad  purposes,  &c 1323 

(See  Jlpjiendix. ) 

remarks  on  the  death  of  John  F.  Snodgrass, 

1365 
remarks  on  the  resolution  supplying  books  to 

new  members 1452,  14,'>3,  1454,  14,55 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 

Mackay 1732   1734 

remarks  relating  to  B.  E.  Green's  slatemlnt  to 
a  certain  committee  of  inquiry,  and  referring 

to  Hon.  T.  H.  Bayly 1835.  1836 

remarks  on  ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1478, 
1482,  1483,  1502,  1504,  1610,  1611, 
1612,  1613,  1614,  1623,  1624,  1640, 
2026,  2027,  2033,  2034.  2047,  2049, 
2063,  2064,  2070,  2072.  2074,  2075 
remarks  relating  to  the  committee  service  in  the 
Colt  patent  case 1652,  2103 


Letcher,  John,  «  iiepresentative  from  Virginia 
Continutd. 

remarks  on  the  Army  appro[)riation  bill,  1713, 
1795. 1796, 1797, 1803, 1804, 1805, 1827,  li!29 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1948, 

1949,  1950,  19.'.'    ■  ■- 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jefi'i 

Smith 9ii-,  ..- 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent, 

1642, 1643, 1646, 1647. 1648, 1649. 1651 . 1729 

remarks    relsiing    to    the    bill    to    regulate   the 

salaries  of  the  district  judges  of  the  United 

Slates 999,  1000 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the   executive  and  judiciary  officers    in  lb 

Territories 1037.  1033,  1039,  10" 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguinh  certain  tig 
to  lands  belonging  to  the  Chippewa  Indinl 

1033, if 
remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  | 
viding  for  the  settlement  of  the  expenses  ; 

the  Cayuse  war  in  Oregon Itt 

remarks   on    the   bill   confirmatory   of  certain 

school  selections 476,  477,  478 

remarks  en  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 

lion  bill 937,  940.  961 

remarks  on  the  riverand  harbor  bill,  1678,  1680, 

1687,  1690,  1691,  1698,  1699,  2123,  2134 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  roads 

in  New  Mexico 563 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 

surveyor  general  in  New  Mexico 1056, 

1071,  1502 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 

surveyor  general  in  the  Territory  of  Utah, 

and  for  other  purposes 1092, 

1102,  1109,  1112,  1113 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  acts 

relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  ia 

the  Territory  of  Oregon 1076, 

1077,1078,1079,108(1,1091 
Levy,  Jonas  P.,  and  Jsse  Maria  Jarrero,  act  for 

the  relief  of 1727,1760,  1993,  1995,  2M3 

Lewis,  Henry,  of  Clinton  county,  Indiana,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 102,  141, 

267,  330,  1427,  1428,  1429,  2139.  2143 

Lewis,  James  M.,acl  for  the  relief  of. 437, 

480,481,2103,2114 

Library,  the  Committee  on  the 34,  69 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 75, 

114,  614,  682,  757,  963 

report  from 1425 

Libraries,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tory of  the  Treasury  to  appropriate  the  sum 
c.f  J500  for  the  purchaie  of  territorial,  for  the 
Territories  of  Minnesota,  Oregon,  Utah,  and 

Mew  Mexico 1052 

Librarian  of  the  House,  proposition  to  elect  the, 

92,  .34,  35,  40 

Lieutenant  General,  bill  authorizing  the  President 

of  the  United  Slates  to  confer  the  title  of,  by 

brevet  for  eminent  services 93,  124, 

245,  1132,2119 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 124, ! 

Mr.  Hillyer 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 124,  245, ! 

Light-houses  un  the  Pacific  coast Ij 

Light-house  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Mid 
igan,  at  or  near  Port  Clinton,  Lake  coun^ 

Illinois •. 

Light-houses,  light-boats,  buoys,  &c.,  bill  mak 
appropriations    for,   and    providing    for 
erection  and  establishment  of  the  same,  i 
for  other  purposes. . .  .1354, 1713,  1715,  21 
'   remarks  by — 

Mr.  Aiken 1713,  171 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 1714|  I 

Mr.  Farley li 

Mr.  Haven .^1 

Mr.  Houston. 

Mr.  Lancaster Il 

Mr.  Macdonald II 

Mc  McDougall 17 

Mr.  McMullin 1713, 11 

Mr.  Noble V\ 

Mr.  Seymour 11 

Mr.  Skelton 11 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1714,  IT 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Michigan 11 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  lllineis 1714,  11 

Mr.  Weniworib,  of  Mass 1714,11 

(See  Cohaastt  Rocka.) 
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miy,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  New  Jer- 

»Bey 2,18, 
19,  36,  180,  183,  194,  195,  270,  284,  318, 
350,  490, 541,  601,  637,  666,  736,  759,  804, 
934,  1082,  1109,  1119,  1433,  1560,  1762, 
1871,  1872,  1873,  1893,  2116,  2141,  2143 
resolution  by .V. 184 

remnrks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .318,  384,  393 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 530,  541 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 912,  913 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropriation 

bill 940 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  judiciary  and  executive  officers  in   the 

Territories 1037 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill..  .1294 
remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  1692, 1711 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1504, 
1624,  1634,  2062,  2073 
Lindley,  James  J.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 
souri  2,  36,  88, 

415,  1129, 1496,  1497,  1736,  1873,  1916 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 534 

remarks  on  the  policy  of  granting  lands  in  al- 
ternate sections  to  aid  in  constructing  rail- 
li^^       roads,  and  on  the  Northern  Missouri  Railroad 

^K       bill 1223 

^BT  (See  ^ippendix.) 

Liindsley,   William   D.,  a  Representative  from 

Ohio 2,  1165,  187.3,2046 

resolutions  by 115,  286 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1693 

.iquor  selling  in  W.nshington  city,  memorial  of 

the  New  York  Temperance  Alliance 35, 

1749,  1860 

Long,  Elizabeth,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 48 

Lioomis,  Daniel,  deceased,  act  for  the relief'of  the 

legal  reoresentalives  of 267,  1859,  1993 

.ouisiaria,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuance  of  patents 

for  lands  to,  in  certain  cases 625 

ruolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of, 

1312 
(S«e  Grants;  Land  Claims;  Rio  Honda  Claims; 
Marine  Hospitals. ) 

Lovejoy,  Esther,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2142 

Low,  James  W.,  and  others,  act  for  the  cgmpen- 
sation  of,  for  the  capture  of  the  British  private 
armed  schooner  Ann,  during  the  late  war 

with  Great  Britain .350, 

1371,  1865,  1886,  1887,  1987 
,uco,  Juan  M.,  and  Jo»c  L.  Luco,  act  for  the 

relief  of 1372,  1450,  1495,1670,  1698 

Lutz,  Stephen,  bill  for  relief  of.. 1495,  1867,  1887 

Lynch,  George,  bill  for  relief  of.. 1587,  1990,  1995 

Lyon,  Caleb,  a  Representative  from  New  York, 

2,  16,  717,  962,  1873 

resolution  by iy3 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill. .772,  806,  831 
(See  Appendix. ) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses   1100 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill 1132,  1235 

(See  Jlppmdix.) 

I  Lyon,  L.  tl.,  and  Dean  S.  Howard,  of  the  Slate 
of  New  York,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1861, 
1994, 1995 
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[Macdonald,Mosea,a  Representative  from  Maine, 
2,  22,  49,  60,  76,  102,  103,  152,  173, 
203, 271,  378,  482,  516,  802,  875, 1129, 
1369,   1714,   1862,   1917,  20.36,   2111 

resolutions  by 102,  1341 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .885 
(See  Jlppendix.') 

I  remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .2048,  2049 
,Mace,  Daniel,  a  Representative  from  Indiana.  .2, 
38,  44,  46,  69,  102,  141,  168,  180,  201, 
203,  244,  257,  267,  270,  286,  296,  329, 
331,  365,  394,  439,  837,  986,  1128,  1129, 
1130,  1165,  1176,  1180,  1181,  1183,  1374, 
1427,  1428,  1.535,  1536,  1614,  1642,  1727, 
1728,  1834,  1862,  1864,  1868,  1873,  1889 
resolutions  by 412,  837,  1536,  1889 

remarks  relating  to  rules  of  the  House,  2,  3,  4 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  P. 

Simonton 141 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  disbursement 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  &c., 
55,  165,  166,  168,  345 
remarks  on  bill  extending  the  use  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  the  Conot  Survey  . . .  .241,245 


Mace,  Daniel,  a  Representative  from  Indiana — 
Continxted. 
remarks  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

railroad  bill 213 

remarks  pn  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land J98 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 419 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 

Lewis 1427 

remarks  personal  and  explanatory  referring  to 
the  alleged  fraud  in  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas 

bill 1572 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 

Joseph  Girard 1731,  1732 

remarks  on   the   bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 

Sleenrod 1750,  1751 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Sarah  K.Jenks, 

and  others 1753,  1754,  1755,  1756, 1757 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers,  and 

otherwise 2003,  2008,  201 1 ,  20]  2 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  Slates  and  San 

Francisco 1434,  1435,  1560 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1 160 

1161,  1238 
Mackall,  John  G.,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of 1372 

Mackay,  Mrs.  Helen,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel 
jEneas  Mackay,  deputy  quartermaster  gen- 
eral in  the  United  States  Army,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 7,  203,  269,  272,  331,  821, 

1496,  1536,  1732,  1737, 1834, 1868,  2115 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benton 1732,  1735,  1736 

Mr.  Dunham 1732 

Mr.  Faulkner 1733,  1734,  1736 

Mr.  Giddings 1733 

Mr.  Letcher 1732, 1734 

Mr.  Orr 1732,  1733,  1734,  1736,  1834 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia...  1734,  1735,  1736 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan 1735 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1732, 

1733,  1734,  1736,  1834 
Macy,  John  B.,a  Representative  from  Wiscon- 
sin,2,  18, 37, 628, 1165, 1176, 1802, 1803, 2063 
Madison,  Indiana — see  Ports  of  Delivtry. 
Mails — see  Ocean,  i(c.;    Compensation  to  Railroad 
Companies;   Steamships  between  San  Francisco 
and  Shanghai. 
Mail,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  transport- 
ation of  the  United  States,  by  ocean  steamers 
and  otherwise,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 

30th  June,  1855 101, 

1131,  1889,  2002,  2132,2135,  2137,  2142 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  James  C.  Allen 2004,  2005,  2008 

M  r.  Banks 2005 

Mr.  Barry 2005,  2011 

Mr.  Chandler 2012,  2013 

Mr.  Clingman 2002,  2003,  2006,  2011 

Mr.  Disney 2009 

Mr.  Giddings 2007 

Mr.  Good* 2007,  2008,  2009 

Mr.  Haven 2U09,  2012,2135 

Mr.  Houston 2002, 

2008,2009,2011,2135,2137 

Mr.  Hunt 2011 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 2006,  2013 

Mr.  Mace 2003,2008,2011,2012 

Mr.  Morrison 2003 

Mr.  Mcaueen 2004,2005 

Mr.  Olds 2002,  2008,  2U09 

Mr.  Orr 2009,  2012,2013 

Mr.  Peckham 2005,  2009,  2013 

Mr.  Pennington 2004,  2009,  2013 

Mr.  Phillip 2003,  2012,  2013 

Mr.  Seward 2011,  2012 

Mr.  Skelton 2002 

Mr.  Sunton,  of  Tennessee 2006,  2009 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 2006,  2007,  2009 

Mr.  Walbridge 2003, 

2005,2006,2008,2011 
Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine,  2004, 2007,  20 13 

Mr.  Wheeler 2004,2005,2135 

bill  to  provide  for  the  increase  of  the,  service 
between  New  York,  San  Francisco,  and  Ore- 
gon; and  between  New  Orleans,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes,  181 
bill  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract for  a  semi-monthly,  by  steamships,  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  somepoint  in  China, 

181,347 


Mails,  bill  to  establish  a,  route  from  Greenville,  by 
Woodbury  and  Magdalena,  to  Pleasant  llill, 

in  Georgia 285 

bill  to  empower  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States,  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco, 

according  to  time 286, 

854,  857,  871,  895,  897,  898 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  C5hurchwell.  .854,  855,  857,  858,  859, 
860, 871, 872, 873, 898,899, 900, 901,902 

Mr.  Hamilton 895, 898 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York 859 

Mr.  Latham 871,  872,  873,  899,  900 

Mr.  Letcher 902 

Mr.  McMullin 859, 

860,  871,  872,  873,  898,  899,  900 

Mr.  Olds ■..«....  .859,  902 

Mr.  Orr t 871,872 

Mr.  Phelp 898,  899,  900  901,  903 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 858, 

872,  873,  898, 899 
resolution  for  extending  an  existing  contract  for 

carrying  the,  in  Alabama 711, 

821,  949,  957,  1070 
remarktr  by — 

Mr.  Cobb 822,  958,959 

Mr.  Grey 822,  823,  824, 

825,  949,  950,  951,  957,  958,  959,  960 

Mr.  Grow 959 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Alabama 951, 

952,  957,  958,  959,  960 

Mr.  Houston 821,  822,  823,  824 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 822,  949,  950 

M  r.  Jones,  of  Louisiana,  822, 824, 825,  959 

Mr.  Olds 822,  824,  949,  950,  951 

Mr.  Phillips 821, 

822,  823,  824,  825,  950,  951 

Mr.  Tracy 959 

bill  to  provide  for  a  weekly  service  between  the 

Atlantic  States  and  San  Francisco 964, 

1433,  1449,  1559 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Barry 1434,  1435 

Mr.  Breckinridge... 1433, 1434,  1435,  1436 

Mr.  Church  well 1433 

Mr.  Cobb 1449,  1559,  1560 

Mr.  Haven 1559 

Mr.  Houston 1435 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1559,  1561 

Mr.  Latham 1434 

Mr.  Mace 1434,  1435,  1560 

Mr.  McDougall 964, 

1433,  1434,  1435,  1436,  1559,  1560,  1.561 

Mr.  McMullin 1560 

Mr.  Olds 1434,  1435,  1560 

Mr.  Orr 14,34 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia 1436 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1509 

contracts,    resolution    authorizing   settlements 

under  certain 1586,  1869 

bill  shortening  the  transit  of  the,  between  New 

York  and  London 49 

bill  to  secure  the  safe  transmission  of  the,  of  the 

United  Slates  upon  railroads 298, 

304,  318,  345,  424 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell 305,  306,  307 

Mr.  Florence 304,  318 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 305,  306,  318 

Mr.  Millson 424 

Mr.  Olds 298,  304,  305,  306,  318,  345 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Pennsylvania 298,  305 

Mr.  Straub 306 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 298,305,306 

bill  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  enter 
into  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the, 
between  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  various 

parts  of  Europe 1726 

Maine — see  Granis. 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of, 

1109,  1119 
Maison  Rouge  grant — see  Preemptions. 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on 34 

Marble,  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  a  supplemenuil 
contract   with    the  contractors   for,  for   the 

Capitol  extension 424,  463 

Marcy's  survey  and  exploration  of  the  Red  river 

and  its  sources 685,  898 

Marine  hospital,  act  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the,  at  St.  Marks,  in  Florida,  220, 298 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a,  at  Shreveporl,  in 
Louisiana 385 
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Marine  Hospital,  act  to  provide  for  the  eslabliah- 
ment  of  n,  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  and  Ga- 
lena, Illinois 2108 

(See  Ctistom-Hoiua.) 

Marion,  in   the  county  of  Mercer,  Ohio,  bill  for 

I     th*  rdief  of  civil  township  nf 1587, 

H.  ..    -    .  1870,1887,2096,2103,2114 

Maritime  rights,  resolutions  of  Congress  declara- 
tory of  our,  and  of  our  policy  inlerdictin;;  the 
extension  of  the  European  system  of  govern-  j 
ment  on  any  portion  of  tbie  hemisphere,  924 

Marshals,  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  United  States, 
in  the  Slate  of  California 181 

Marshall,  Commandtr  Edward,  commanding  H. 
B.  M.  ship  Virago,  resolution  manifesting  the 
sense  of  Congress  towards,  and  the  officers 


and  crew  krho  were  detached  by  his  order  for 
the  relief  T)f 


(^      the  relief^f  the  surveying  party  under  the 
Wh    command  of  lieutenant  J.  O.  Strain.  ...1322, 
^'                                                       .      1372, 2109 
Marshall,  James  W.,  of  Coloma,  California,  bill 
for  the  relief  of. 284 
Manila  VVasbii^gton,  bill  to  defray  the  expenses 
growing  out  of  t)ie  burning  of  the 873 
remarks  by — 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 873,  874 
,         Mr.  Parker 873,  874 
V'        Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 874 
■.proceedings  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  the 
L.    steamboat,  on  the  Mississippi 844 
Lbill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
W     to  appoint  an  agent  to  investigate  and  bring 
K      to  justice  certain  offenders  against  the  laws  of 
■     the  United  States,  and  making  an  appropria- 
L     lion  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  that  pur- 
«■   pose 1449,  1519 
Uaryland,  bill  for  payment  to  the  Slate  of,  of 
money  advanced  b^  that  State  in  aid  of  the 
,                     public  buildings  in  Washington  Cily...  .1670 
(See  ,1ccovnt. ) 
1^  '             Moson,  Brigadier  General  Richard  B.,  act  for  the 

^K  relief  of  tlie  heiis  of. 907,  1496,  1863 

^^V       Massnchuaells,  bill  lo  refund  the  balance  due  to, 
^^m  for  disbursementa  during  the  late  war  with 

^m  Great  Britain 979,  1728 

^V  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 1109,  1196 

Mathews,  E.  P. — see  McEthinny,  fFilliam  J. 
Matlingly,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1495, 
1867,  1887.  1924, 1987 
Matteson ,  OrsamusB.,  a  Representative  from  New 

I              York 2, 
}8,  21,  427,  64G,  1129,  1131,  1166,  1167, 
1172,  1174,  1181,  1184,  1190,  1192,  1243, 
1244,  1245,  124G,  1247,  1248,  1254.  1313, 
1443,  1449,  1633,  1641,  1711,  1873,  1897, 
2071,  2105,  2108,  2119,  2121,  2131,  2138 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 371 
remarks  relating  to  a  correction  of  the  reports, 
443,  444 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill $34,  539 
remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 827, 
630,  832,  834 
remarks  on  the  bill  lo  aid  theTerritorycf  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railruad..  586 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  .852 
(See  Appendix. ) 
Maurice,  James,    a    Representative    from    New 
York  ...2,  40,  268,  271.  272,  412,  759,  1166, 
1167,  1169,  1177,  1267,  1873,  1924,  2037 

resolution  by 183 

remarks  relating  to  a  correction  of  the  Journal, 

1184 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegrnph 

bill 1351 ,  1353,  1353 

Maury,  Lieutenant  M.  P.,  of  the  Navy,  resolu- 
tion giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the 
acceptance   by,  of  a  gold   medal   fnim    his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  1428, 1433, 1455 
Mauzy  Fayette — see  fVard,  liebert  G. 
Maxwell,  Augustus   E.,  a  Representative  from 

Florida 1,  16, 

45,  183,  246,  1132,  1156,  13.33,  1496,  1574, 
1674,  1736,  2041,  2108,  21^3,  2135,  2141 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 325 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill . . .  .662 
[iremarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1196 
"Stt  Appendix.) 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  K. 

Jenks  and  others 1754 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill... 2049, 

2069,  2074 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill.. 2116 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  eale  of  re- 

ved  lands 1642, 2138 


INDEX  TO      

May,  Henry,  a  Representative  from  Maryland, 
2,  298,  847,  1341,  1495,  15s6,  1710, 
1711,  1727,  1860,  1873,2141,2142 

resolutions  by 1341,  2141 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. ..1502 
remarks  concerning  the  extension  of  tlie  Alex- 
andria and  Washington  railroad 1833 

Mayall,  Samuel,  a  Representative  from  Maine,  .2 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1197 
(See.liipetiiiijt.) 
Mayo,  William,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  bill  for 

Uie  relief  of 437,480,  481,589,717 

McAttcs  &,  Eastniaif ,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .854, 

1501,  1862 

McAvoy,  John,  bill  for  relief  of.  .907, 1750. 1993 

Mclilair,  Purser  T.  P.,  act  for  the  relief  of.  .350, 

1382.  1866,  1886, 1987 

McCabe,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 846 

McCulloch,  John,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,6112,  1171,  1862,  1863,  1870 

McDougoll,  James  A.,  a  Representative  from  Cal- 
ifornia  2,181,  255, 

347,  613,  614,  854,  999,  1173,  1240,  1277, 
12s8,  1311,  1312,  1355,  1359,  1368,  1369, 
1373,  1387, 1561,  1587,  1715,  1765,  1793, 

1873,  1915,  1990,  2107,  2110,  2112,  2124 

resolution  by 2112 

remarks  relating  to  the  reference  of  a  bill  pro- 
viding fur  roads,  telegraph,  i&c.,  between  the 
MlMSisaippi  Valley  and  California.  .181,  182 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill . .  1271, 1272, 1295, 

1296,  1297,  1298,  1314,  1315,  1319,  1322 

remarks  on  bill  prpvidliig  fur  the  postal  service 

ill  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  1672 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..l4UH, 

2065,  2067,  2068,  2070,  2074 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  1765, 

1796,  1797,  1802,  1803,  2131 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 1333,  1334,  1335,  1381 

(See  ^pjHndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  San 

Francisco 964, 

1433,  1434,-1435,  1436,  1,559,  1560,  1561 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1162 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2124, 

2125,  2128 

McElderey,  John  P.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .1859, 1992 

McElhinny,   William  J.,  E.   P.  Mothewe,  and 

Lawrence  Kribbtn,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1495, 

1867,  1887 

McGirk,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 286, 

1916,  1994,  1995,  2143 

McGuire,    Robert,   and    Louisa,   his    wife,    late 

Louisa  Lamy,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  ...1368, 

1864,  1887,  2143 

McKey,  John,  act  for  the  relief  of 1727 

McKnight,  Samuel,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 

bill  for  the  relief  of 853,  1499,  1502 

McLane,  E.  J.,  act  for  the  relief  of. 906, 

McLaran,  Charles,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing 

of  a  land  patent  to 1914 

McLtllan,  Jacob,  bill  for  rtlief  of,  1371, 1866, 1887 

MeMinn,  Joseph,  act  for  the  relief  of 1793, 

1993,  1995,  2103,  2114 
McMullin,  Fayette,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia..  .2,  3,  5,  6,  18,  21,73,  102,  113,  114, 
152,  153, 168,  173,  273,  285,  301,  312,  334, 
349,397,405,  412,  4.17,  439,  442,  443,  454, 
470,  591, 593,  659,  660,  675,  676,  717,  7;.'6, 
789.  807,  871,  873,  893, "925,  926,  1129, 
1424,  1429,  1430,  1431,  1432,  1450,  1465, 
1466,  1497,  1502,  1541,  1562,  1582,  1586, 
1.589,1600,1641,  1738,  1759,  1763,  lli-G, 
1794,  1824.  Ib34,  1861,  1866,  1871,  1872, 

1874,  1887,  ]8rt8,  1914,  1988,  1989,  1990, 
1993,  1094,  1996,  2041,  2042,  2107,  2119, 
2121,  2124,  2125,  2136,  2137,  2138,  2142 

resolution  by 114 

rcmRvks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  equally  to 
the  several  Slates,  for  public  purposes..  .112 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a  change 
in  the  mode  of  electing  the  President  and 

VicePresident  of  the  United  States 188, 

169,  202 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 367, 

385,386,387,410,  411 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 502,  548 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. . .  .661, 

670,  674,  575 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  ihe  expense  of  codifying  and  revising 
the  revenue  laws 684 


McMullin,  Fuyett*,  a  iiepresenialive  from 
ginia — Cmilinuetl.  ^ 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill .834 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  deput' 

postinasters 'w 83 

remarks  relative  to  the^djnurnment  sine  die, 

1374,  1375,  1576,  1595 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  time  for  ih«, 

annual  assembling  of  Cingress...  .1447,  144r 

remarks  relntiiig  to  the  Alexandria  and  VVash' 

jngion  railroad  extension  bill SliM 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill...l470t 
1481,  1502,  1503,  1500,  1510,  1607,  1623. 
16.33,  1638,  1640,  2033,  2037,  2044,  207.3 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  Coll  patent 

1049,  165( 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1712, 1713 

1798,  1801,  1804,  1805, 

.   1824,  1825,  1826,  I 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  ill' 

crease  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1948. 

1949, 1950,  195< 
remarks  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 1838 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  Minnesota  in  the  con- 

(iruclion  of  a  railroad  therein 1688,  1889 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriaiionH  for 

light-houses,  buoys,  &c 1713,  1714- 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  Slates  and  San 

Francisco 1560 

remarks  on  Ihe  bill  to  authorize  a  contract  for 
carrying  the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 

San  Francisco,  according  to  time 859, 

860,  871,  872,  873,  898,  899, 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 21 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  manifesting  tl 
sense  of  Congress  towards  the  rescuers  of  th« 
Bufi'erers.on  board  the  steamship  San  Fran- 
cisco  438,  612,  757 

MeNair,  John,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  3,  4, 

12,  113,  170.  388,  394,  481,  606,  737,  996, 
9,39,  1132,  1341,  1564,  1625,  1651,  1678, 
1738,  1762, 1763,  1871,  1872,  1873,  l89lj 
1897,  1951,  1954,  1990,  2030,  2058,  2107 

resolutions  by ;  •  •4,  47 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  theTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  construction  of  a  railroad,  577,  578 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1315 

McNeely.John  F. — see  McVeigh,  John. 

McQ.ue«n,  John,  a  Representative   from  South 

Carolina.  .2,  172,  285,  684,  1129, 1863,  1872 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  fur 

carrying   the  mail    by   ocean  steamers  and 

otherwise 2004,  2Q05 

McVea,  John,  bill  fortherelief  of. 1634 

•McVeigh,  John,  and   John  P.  McNeely,  bill  for 

relief  of...  1495,  1867,1887,  2096,  2103,2114 

Meacham,  James,  a    Representative   from   Ver- 

:   mont 2,17,  50,  52,71,  1.58,244, 

419,  446,  569592,  746,  7.58,912,989, 1102, 

1121,  1108,  1170,  1182,  1189,  11.92,  1223, 

1242,  1243,  1244,  1297,  1344,  1354,   1873 

remarks  relating  to  printing  extra  copies  of  the 

Census  Report 160 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.. 427, 428 
(See  .Ippmdix.) 
Meade,  Everard,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the  legal] 

representatives  of. 1495, 1867,  1887 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  bill  for  settling  the  claim  of 

the  legal  representatives  of. 75,  141, 

267,  330,  919,  906,  1425,  1588,  1595,  1641 , 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 966,  987,  968,  I 

970,  1425,  1588,  1595,  1697,  1.598,  1599  j 

Mr.  Clingman 967 

Mr.  Cox 1597 

Mr.  Ewing 1597,1598,  1.199 

Mr.  Giddings 971 

Mr.  Howe , 1597 1 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 966,  961?, 

970,  1425,  1588,  1597,  1598,  1599,  1641 

Mr.  Parker 1599 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 970,  1599 , 

Mears,  John  0.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 203,  j 

269,  333,  425,  463  j 
Medals — see  Volumes;  Maury,  LieuUnant  M.  F. 

aiid  dies,  concerning  the  preservation  of..  .1341  j 
Members  of  Con:»resE — see  Comptnsalion. 
Menan,  Edward — see  Jtforg-on,  Charles  tV. 
Menomonee  Indians — see  Giignon,  Robert. 
Merchant,  Captain  Charles  G.,  act  for  the  relief  I 
of 1727, 1916, 1994, 1995,  2033 
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Metcalf,  John,  act  for  llie  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of. •. 1372 

iMetover,  Benjamin,  deceased,  bill   for  the  relief 
of  the  le^dl  heirs  of...  1587,  1870,  1887,  2143 
Metropolitan  Collecjiate  Institute  of  Washington, 

bill  to  incorporate  the. ..-. .2141 

Mexico — see  fVor.      * 
Mexican  Treaty — see  Treaty.  • 
Michigan — see  Grants;  Lntul  Office;  JiJilUary  War- 
rants; Lund  Claims;  Title. 
Mickum, Samuel, act  for  relief  of.  .350, 1369,  1864 
Middleswarlh,  Ner,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,  126, 

2.W,  207,  59.1,  677,  896,  1129,  1833,  1873 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 368 

Mier,  Adolphus  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 110,  142,267,330,  1731 

Mileage,  the  Committee  on 34 

resoliiiinns  of  instruction  to 88 

(See  Pay.) 
Military  bounty  land  warrants — see  Bounty  Land. 
Military  land  warrants — see  Land  fVarrants. 
Military  roads — see  Roads. 

Military  Academy,  bill  makin«j  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the,  durin»  the  year  ending 

June 30,  isr>:>,  52,190,194,205,246,349,439, 

919,  924,  936,  960,  984,  1013,  1.051,  1071 

remarks  by — 

iMr.  Benson 939,  962 

Mr.  Benton 920,  921 

Mr.  Bissetl 920, 

921,  938,  940,  941,  960,  961,  962 

Mr.  Boyce ; 940 

Mr.  Chastain 921,  922 

Mr.  Dean 961,962 

Mr.  Haven 919, 

920,  921,  936,  937,  938,  941 

Mr.  Hibbard 349,  938 

Mr.  Hum 961 

,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 919,  924,  936, 

937,  939,  940,  941,  960,  961,  962,  1050 

Mr.  Letcher 937,  940,  961 

Mr.  Lillv ; . .  .940 

Mr.  Pecitham,  938,  939,  940,  960,  961, 962 

Mr.  Sage 937,  938,  961 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  940,  941,  961,  962 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 349, 

936,  937,  940,  961 

Mr.  Wentworlh,  of  Illinois 919 

joint  resjlution  explanatory  of  the  law  regula- 
ting the  number  of  military  cadets  at  West 

Point,  to  be  appointed  to  the 616,  626 

Military  A(rairs,the  Committee  on 34,44 

resolutions  of  instructions  to 46,  87, 

114,  179,  183,  212,  285,  286,  414,  415,  490 

bills  reported  from 69, 

86.  102,  202,  203,  246,  348,  424,  425, 
1031,1368,1466,1496,1587,1728,2111 

resolutions  reported  by 102 

adverse  reports  from 203,  425,  1368,  1587 

dischargeil  from  subjerts 110, 

256,  294,  136S,  1496,  1587 

reports  from 203,  245,  348,  423,  999,  1031, 

1382,  1496,  1587,  1728,  1916,  1925,  2071 

Military  establishment  of  the  United  Stales,  bill 

to  increase  the  present,  and  for  other  por- 

poaes 338 

Military  posts,  bill  to  provide  fur  the  establish- 
ment of  a  line  of,  and  common  road;  also 
authoriz#igthecon8traclion  of  a  telegraph  line 
and  a  railroad  from  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Buy  of  San  Francisco 181 

Military  superintendence  of  national  armories, 
and  other  public  works  of  a  civil  nature,  res- 
olutions   relating    to    the,   and    proceedings 

thereon 414,  1222 

sundry  remonstrances,  petitions,  &c.,  against 

the  conlinu^ince  of 626,9(10,  1070 

Military  warrants,  resolution  for  the  confirmation 
of  certain   entries  and   locations  of,  made  in 

the  State  of  Michigan 1829,  2139,  2142 

Militia,  the  Committee  on  the 34 

Miller,  Hezekiah,  net  for  the  relief  of 907, 

1859,  1993 

Miller,  John  G.,  a  Representative  from  Missouri, 

2,  87,  102,  237.  238,  246,  286,  .393,  860, 

1.371,  1372,  1373,  1868, 1S73,  1993,  2111 

resolution  by 492 

remarks  relative  to  the  contested   seat  of  the 
Delegate  from  New  Mexico.... 490,  491,  492 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota hi  the  construction  of  a  railroad  ..  .584 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain 
George  Simpton. 1428 


Miller,  John  G.,  a  Representatire  from  Missouri 
— Continiud. 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.S.  Jones 

and  W.  H.  Russell 1752,  1753 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill 1222 

(See  ^Ippendix.) 
Miller,  Noah,  of  Lincolnville,  Maine,  and  other 

persons,  act  for  the  relief  of. 247,  439 

Miller,  Smith,  a  Representative  from  Indiana.  .2, 
180,  286,  297,  415,  611,  682^757, 1255,  1379 

resolution  by 286 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 372,  .386 

Miller,  William,  net  for  the  relief  of 907, 

1497,  1869,  1887,  1927 
Millaon,  John  S.,n  Representative  from  Virginia, 
2,  35,  102, 112, 169,  182, 188, 267, 298, 
349,  394,  426,  4:j9,  443,  480,  001,  717, 
1058,  1130,  1254,  1365,  1368,  1369, 
1454,  1477,  1496,  1501,  1588,  1727, 
1759,  1862,  1863,  1866,  1868,  1886, 
18»7, 1991 , 1992, 1993,2076,2097, 2143 

resolutions  by 114,  413, 1465 

remarks  on  a  proposed  reference  of  certain  esli- 

maies  relating  to  rivers  and  harbors 136, 

137,  138 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham. 128,  129,  1.55 

remarks  on  the  Si.  Louis  ami  Iron  Mountain 

railroad  bill 213,  214,  215 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 310,  319,  373 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  of 
Indiana   for  the  failure  of  title  to  a  certain 

township  of  land 17, 

398,  .399,  400,  401,  402,  403,  405 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 467 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 505, 

521,  523,  526,  527,  632,  533,  544,  549 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  safe  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails  of  the  United  Stales  upon 

railroads 424 

remarks  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  rules, 

715,  716,  717 
remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .717,  720 

remarks  on  the  steam-lVigaie  bill 828,  832 

remarks  on  (second)  deficiency  bill,  1273, 1274 

remarks  in  support  of  his  resululion  relating  to 

an   investigation  of  the   difficulties    between 

Messrs.  Church  well  and  Cullom..l465,  1466 

remarks   on   the   bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Daniel 

Steenrod 1751 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown. .1841 

remarks  on  his  proposition  for  a  correction  of 
the  Journal  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Major 

Caleb  Swan 2000,  2001 

remarks  reUting  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
on   the  charges   against    Hon.  Thomas    H. 

Bayly ^ 2108 

,  remorks  on  the  proposition  to  change  the  refer- 
ence of  certain  piemoriuls 1821,  1822 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  K. 

Jenks  and  others 1754,  1755 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  2033,  2059 
remarks  relating  to  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent vetoing  the  river  and  harbor  bill. .  .2221 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2125, 
2128,  2129,  2130 
remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  726, 1154 
(See  JlitfeKdix.) 
remarks  on  Mr.  Giddings's  resolution  to  expel 

A.  0.  P.  Nicholson  from  the  Hall 1361 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  llie  people  of  Ore; 
gon  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, &c.,  &o. 1117,  1118 

remarks  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  pensioner.''  under 

the  act  of  February  3,  18.53 434,  435,  436 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1674, 

1679,  168S,  1639,  1690 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general   in   Utah,  and   for  other  pur- 
poses  1095,  1090,  1433 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  Prealilenl  to 
fulfill  the  tliird  arlicleof  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1521,  1524,  1541,  1546,  1547 

Milwaukie,  Wisconsin,  bill  to  provide  for  the 
purchase  of  a  site,  and  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able building  thereon,  in,fora  custom  house, 
and  to  contain  suitable  rooms  for  the  United 

States  courts  and  post  office 492 

Minnesota — .lee  Harbors;    Roads;    Grants;    ImikI 
'        Districts;  Restrralions;  liistrici  Jltlonuys;  Sur- 
veys of  Public  Lands;  Libraries;  Preimjiiions. 


Minnesota,  net  to  repeal  the  act  to  aid  the  Terri- 
tory of,  in  the  construction  of  a    railroad 

therein 1922,  2100,  2117,  2122,  2132 

(See  Grants;  Committee  of  Investigation;  altera- 
tion, li;c.) 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  bill  to,  establish  a,  in 

the  city  of  New  York 70 

bill  to  remove  the,  from  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia to  the  city  of  New  York 287 

annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the,  at  Phila- 
delphia, showing  the  operations  of  the,  and 

branches,  for  the  year  1853 318 

Mississippi,  memorial  of  the  Legislotnre  of,  rela- 
tive to  the  indemnification   of  William   L. 
Dearing,  for  certain  surveys  in  Louisiana, 1737 
(See  Grants;  Rivers;  Railroads.) 
Mississippi  river,  bill  to  remove  obstructions  to 
navigation  at  the  mouths  of  the,  at  Southwest 

Pass  and  at  Pass  I'Outre 36,87 

bill  for  the  more  elTectual  improvement  of  tha 

Dea  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids  in  the,  181 

Missouri — setRinen;  Grmils;  Railroads;  J^ebraska 

and  Kansas;  Forty-Five. 

bill  to  enlarge  the   powers,  and    increase  the 

compensation,  of  the  district  judge  of  th« 

United  States  for  the  district  of 181 

bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, two  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  public  lands  sold  in  eaid  State 
since  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1821,  and 
reserved  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of 

March,  1820 286 

Missouri  compromise — see  M'cbraska  and  Kansas. 
Missouri  volunteers,  bill  to  provide  three  months' 
extra  pay  to  the  third  regiment  of  .1382, 1866 
Mitchell,  Edmund, billforreli'ef  of,  1.369, 1865, 1887 

Mitchell,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of 140, 

163,  298,  333.  1757,  1759,  1834, 1889 
Mobile,  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 

of 87 

Moore,  Hiram,  and  John  Hascall,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 298,332,  1758,  1863 

Morass,  Victor,   act  authorizing,   to   relinquish 
certain  land,  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity 

elsewhere ISlt 

.    140,  271,  332.  1757,  1759,  1834,  1S89 

More,  Enoch  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1495, 

1867, 1887 

Morell,  George,  act  to  provide  compensation  for 

the  services  of,  in  adjupting  the  titles  to  lands 

iti  Michigan 906,  1860,  1993,  1995,  2033 

Morgan,  Colonel  Alexander  G,  act  for  the  relief 

of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 711, 

821,  1368,  1587,  1641,  1991,  1995,  2033 

Morgan,  Charles  W.,  William  R.  Rodman,  and 

Edward  Menan,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 

of 2107 

Morgan,  Edwin  B.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  467, 1129, 1168,  1182, 

1185,  1191,  1192,  1246,  1248,  1249,  1253, 
1254,  1255,  1288,  1312,  1443,  1586,  1835, 
1862,  1873,  1924,  2037,  2106,  2113,  2136 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 374,  384,  385 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. .  .1270, 

1271,  1295 
Morrison,  George  W.^  a   Representative   from 

New  Hampshire 2,  169, 

1129, 1166,  1624,  1699,  1863,  2003 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1233 
(See  .ippendix.) 
Morse,  Daniel,  of  Essex,  Vermont,  bill  for  th« 

relief  of 1497,  1869,  1887 

Mount  Vernon,  Joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  eflfect  tlie  purchase 

of. 52,69 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  (JT  Virginia 52,  53,  54,  69 

Mr.  Biasell. 52,  54 

Mr.  Campbell 52,  53,54,69 

Mr.  Richardson 63,  54 

Mr.  Sage 52,  Hi 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 52,  53,  54,  69 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 54 

Mr.  Yates 53,54 

Moyer,  Jacob,  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  1914 
Moylan,   General  Stephen,  act  relative  to  the 

account  of. 1727,  2071 

Muhlenburg,  Henry  A.,  a  Representative  from 

Pennsylvania 2 

announcement  of  the  death  of,  and  proceedings 

thereon 146 

resolution  directing  the  payment  to  the  widow  of, 
the  per  diem  and  mileage  due  him  at  the  time 
of  bis  decease 183 
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Murray,  William,  a  Represfntative  from  New 

York 2,91,  43,  M,  62,130,  136, 

412,418,  677,  697,  771,  f93,  by7,8!IS,  907, 
957,  1471,   1698,  1873,   1992,  2075,  2121 

resolutions  tiy 52,  63 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  an  increase  of 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Public  Printing 22(1,  350.  352 

remarks  relating  to  printing  the  Patent  Office 

report 418 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 375 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diploniaiic  bill.  .1484, 

2029,  2072 

Myerle,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1160, 

1589,  1641,  1728,  1992 
Myers,  Simon,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 285 

N. 

Nash,  Betsey ,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1370, 

1865,  1887,  2139 
National   Hotel  Company  of  Washington  city, 

act  to  incorporate  the 1020, 

1372,1779,2106,2113,2117 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on 34 

bills  reported  from 69,  203,  1497,  2111 

reports  from 69, 1369, 1382,  1496,  1728 

resolutions  of  instruction  to.  .87, 16^,  lt:<3,  1355 

discharged  from  subjects 203, 1369,  1587 

resolutions  reported  from 678 

adverse  reports  from 1369 

Naval  service,  bill  makinc;  appropriations  for  the, 

for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1855 101, 

1131,  1916,  1922,2119,  2121,  2124,  2126, 
2132,  2134,  2135,  2136,  2138,  2220,  2221 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bocock 1916, 

1917,  1919,  1920,  1923,  2124,  2126,  2129 
Mr.  Breckinridge... 2125, 2126, 2127,  2128 

Mr.  Cumming 2129 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  island 2125,2126 

Mr.  Faulkner 1917 

Mr.  Florenc 1918,  1919,  1920,2126 

Mr.  Haven 1920,  1921,  2128,  2134 

Mr.  Henn 1917, 2128 

Mr.  Houston 1917,  1922 

Mr.  Hunt 2126, 2127 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1917, 

1918,1919,1920,1921,1923 

Mr.  Latham 2126 

Mr.  McDougall 2124,  2125,  2128 

Mr.  McMullin 2128 

Mr.  Millson 2125,  2128,  2129,  2130 

Mr.  Orr 2128,  2130 

Mr.  Pennington 1921 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 2126,2127 

Mr.  Pii«lps..l916,  1917,1918,  1919,  1920, 
1921,  1922,  1923,  1924,2119,2124,2125, 
2126,  2127,  2128,  2129,  2130,  2134,  2138 

Mr.  Seward 1922,  1923 

Mr.  Skclton 1919, 

2124,  2125,  2126,  2128,  2129,  2130 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 1917,  1918 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1918, 

1920,  193l,  1924,2168 

Mr.  Sellers ;  .1917,  1918,  1921,  1923 

Mr.  .Stanton,  of  Kentucky  .  .• 1918 

Mr.  Stnninn,  of  Teiin . .  .1918,  1919,  ]'.)20, 

1923,  2125, 2126, 2127, 21i}8, 2129, 2130 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Micliigi.n..l920,  1921,  1923 

Naval  service,  act  to  improve  the 1471,  2139 

Navy— see  Texas  JVnri/  Biff;  BixU. 
Navy  Department,  calls  for  information  upon  the, 

102,  492 

communications  from  the 32!), 

454,  475,  482,  610, 677 
NavyoftheUnitcdSlates,  acftooreanizeihe,  1369 
Nttvy-yard,  bill  to  establish  a,  at  New  Orleans,  or 

in  its  vicinity 3fi,  87 

and  depot,  bill  to  authorize  the  establishment  of 
a,  on    the  coast  of  Georgia,  at  the  city  of 

Brunswick,  in  Glynn  county .76 

Nebraska,  communications  from  the  Legislative 

Council  of. 847,  1496 

communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of 1364' 

(See   /.and   fj^ce;  Roods;  Surveyor  General  in 
J^eio  JUexico.) 

Delegate  from 75,  86 

bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of 87 

Nebraska  and  Kansas,  Senate  bill  to  organize  the 

Territories  of 563,  700,  701 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cutting 701,  ! 

702,  703,  759,  7C0,  761,  762,  TC3,  764  ' 


Nebraska  and  Kansas,  Senate  bill  to  orgonizallM 
Territories  of — Cvntinutd. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Richardson. ...701,  702,  703,  760,  761 

Mr.  Breckinridge 761, 762,  763,  764 

Mr.  Walsh 763 

Nebraska  and   Kansas,   House  bill   to   organize 

the  Territories  of. 294,  427 , 

726,  1051,  1128,  1132,  1142,  1153, 
1160,  1187,  1196,  1209,  1222,  1229, 
1334,  1241,  1249,  1322,  1333,  1353 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  James  C 458 

Mr.  Bsyly,  of  Virginia.  .ll.';4,  1103,  1239 

Mr.  Ball 1 143 

Mr.  Banks 1222 

Mr.  Barksdale 'tfj 

Mr.  Barry 1014 

Mr.  Bennett I21U 

Mr.  Benson 1229 

Mr.  Benton 986,  1232 

Mr.  Bliss 938 

Mr.  Boyce 1154,1155  ' 

Mr.  Breckinridge 726,  1239 

Mr.  Campbell 445, 

1132,  1)53,  1155,  1161,  1163,  1239,  1240 

Mr.  Carpenter 1153 

Mr.  Carutbers 874 

Mr.  Caakie 1234 

Mr.  Chandler 885,  1341 

Mr.  Chastaiii ; 1235 

Mr.  Churchwell 1329  ! 

Mr.  Clinguian m...>  J)51 

Mr.  Colquitt 1 156 

Mr.  Cox 1051,  1142  i 

Mr.  Cullom 894 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Indiana 295,  2!l(i 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island...  .1 142,  1162  i 

Mr.  Dean 296,  1161,  l:i2U,  1241 

Mr.  Dickinson 1155,  1242 

Mr.  Dowdell 1155 

Mr.  Drum 1234 

Mr.  Dunham 1233 

Mr.  KdKerton..  296,297,  1161,  1236,1253 

Mr.  EJmands 1335 

Mr.  Eliot,  of  MassachusetU....1154, 1239 

Mr.  Elliott,  of  Kentucky |1.'>4 

Mr.  English,  294,  295,296,297, 1142,1238 

Mr.  Etiieridge »..1162,  1209 

Mr.  Ewing 454 

Mr.  Farley 1155 

M  r.  Faulkner 885 

Mr.  Fenion 427,  428 

Mr.  Franklin 772 

Mr.  Fuller 1239 

Mr.  Giddings 445, 

1161,  1197,  1236,  1237,  1241 

Mr.  Ooode 1233 

Mr.  Goodrich. 12.'I5 

Mr.  Greenwood 1334 

Mr.  Grow 726,  1 154 

Mr.  Hamilton 1153,  1233,  1239 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ohio 1334 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Mississippi 984,  1002 

Mr.  Harrison 1155  , 

Mr.  Hastings 963 

Mr.  Hemi 1335 

Mr.  Hibbard 1132,  1242  ' 

Mr.  Hiester 1002  I 

Mr.  Howe >....^ 1331  ' 

Mr.  Hughes 1014,  1242  1 

Mr.  Hunt 726,  116.3 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee... 296,  297,  726  ! 

M  r.  Keitt 803 

Mr.  Kerr 445 

Mr.  Knox 12.33  ' 

Mr.  Lyon.... 1132,  1235 

Mr.  Mncdonald fcj85 

Mr.  McDougall 1162  I 

Mr.  Mace U60,  1161,  1238 

Mr.  Matteaon 652 

Mr.  Maxwell 1196 

Mr.  Mayall..... 1197 

Mr.  Meacham 427,  428 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri 1323 

Mr.  Millson 726,  1 154 

Mr.  Morrison 1232 

Mr.  Nichols 856, 1243 

Mr.  Norton , 789 

Mr.  Oliver,  of  Misaourt 1209 

Mr.  Parker 1222,  1238 

Mr.  Peckham 1323,  1337 

Mr.  Pennington 12,35 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 1154 


Nabraska  and  Kuiws,  HooMbill  m  o 
Territories  of — Contituud, 
remsrks  by — 

Mr.  Phillips 

Mr.  Pratt ....,  .......... 

Mr.  Preston .«....-<>", 

Mr.  Prinele.^ 

Mr.Ready 

Mr.  Richardson V 

1051,  WM,  1132,1142.  , 

1162,  11«7,  1189,1196,  l-'jo,  IJ^, 

Mr.  .Sags 1163, 

Mr.  Sapp 

Mr.  Seward 

Mr.  Seymour. .<........ 

Mr.  Simmons ...••.••••• 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York.. ......«•, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee.. .......m 

Mr.  Smith, of  Virginia...  .......••, 

Mr.  Snodgrass 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennesses. ......... 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georeia,444,  1161, 

Mr.  Straub 

Mr.  Taylor, of  New  York... 
M/.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 

Ml'.  Taylor,  of  Tenn. 

Mr.  Tweed 


U4S 

IS 


Mr.  Upham., 

Mr.  Wade 

Mr.  Walley 

Mr.  Walsh 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois. 
Mr.  Washburn,  of  M«.:ne  . 


..  .8SC«1 


Mr.  Wsntworth,  of  : 
Mr.  Wenlworth,  of  ...•- 

Mr.  Wheeler 

Mr.  Witte 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania., 

Mr.  Yaiea 

Mr.  Zolhroffer 

Nebraska  and   Kansas,  resolutions,  &«.,  ia  I 
of  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  organiz 
resolutions  of  the  Legislalare  of  the  Stsit  sf 

Georgia ...C78 

resolutions  of  the  Legislaiur*  of  tht  Stela  af 

Mississippi .- JSSB 

petition  from  Carbondale, Pennsylvania.  ...844 

Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill  and  repeal  <ff  the  M>- 

souri    compromise,  sundry    remonatruca, 

Ac,  against  the  passage  of  the,  'rominaeU«p 

of  the  citizens  of  New  York  city...  378,40 

from  citizens  of  Savannah,  Illinois. ....  ...410 

from  the  Friends  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jency, 

and  Delaware 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale 

New  York 

residutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  < 

Massachusetts 

resolutions  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
remonstrance  of  three  thousand  le»al  votcra  of 

New  Hampshire 

protest  of  the  clergy  of  New  England, 
remonstrances  from  sundry  meetings  of  the  c 

izens  of  the  Slate  of  New  York 

proceedings  of  two  meetings  at  New  Ui 

Coi)neciicut 

remonstrance  from  Maine « .  .423 

rcaolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stat^^f 

Connecticut ....134<'  ^^^^ 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  < 

Rhode  Island 

Nelson,  Alton,  bill  for  the  relief  nf. .... 
271,331, 
Neutrals,  the  rights  of,  reaoIutioDS  in  i 

(See  .»/«rffim»  Rights.) 

Nevins,  W.  R.,  act  for  the  relief  of. 831 

New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Qenrral  Asacai. 
bly  of,  relative  to  lands  for  the  soldiers  of  tke 

war  of  1812 •. 47" 

reaolutiona  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Siata 

736,  "ii 
New  Mexico,  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
officers  employed  in  the  Territory  of,  » 

under  military  government 

1053,  1075,  1118,  1433.  1641,  1680 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell <  (J 

Mr.  Cox ■' 

Mr.  Houston i\jj^fj 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 

Mr.  Phelps 105371 
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New  Mexico,  act  declaring  the  southern  boundary 

of 1779,  2111,  2137 

(See   Contcated-IlUclion    Cast$;    Executive    and 

Judiciary  Officers;    Gallegos;   Roads;    District 

.Itlorneys;  Surveyor  General;  Grants;  Libraries; 

Collection  IHitiicts;  ^irmijo.) 

New  Orleans,  bill  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  port 

of 114,  306,  350,  439,  453 

(See.Vortf-Kard.) 
New  York,  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  bal- 
ances of  the  property  accounts  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of,  for  military 

stores  in  the  war  of  1812 113,  203, 

269,  272,  331,  1736,  1737,  1834,2139,2143 

(See  Collection  District;  Courts;  Mebraska  and 

Kansas  Bill.) 

New  York  city,  act  to  reimburse  to  the  common 

councils  of,  expenditures  made  for  the  first 

regiment  of  New  York  volunteers 219, 

348,  478,  1498, 1501, 1559 
(See  Mint;  Prison.) 

New  York  politics i .  .190,  217 

remarks  by —  . 

Mr.  Cutting 191, 192,  193,  194,  217 

Mr.  Hughes 017 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama 191,  192,  194 

Mr.  Walsh 190,  191 

(See  Jlppendix.) 

Nichols,  Matthias    H.,  a  Representative  from 

Ohio. .2,  256,  395,  609,  844,  1139, 1189, 1316, 

1317,  1368,  1371,  1496,  1586,  1587,  1674, 

1727,  1750,  1758,  1863,  1916,  1994,  2111 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. .856, 1243 

(See  Jippendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Guz- 
man  §93   gg4 

Nicholson,  A.  0.  P.,  resolution  by  Mr.  GIdd'ings 

I  to  expel,  and  all  other  persons  connected 
^,  with  the  Washington  Union,  from  the  Rep- 
L       resentative  Hall 1360,1382 


w 


remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clingman 1361 


¥ 


U 


Mr.  Gidding8..1360, 1361,1302,1363,1382 

Mr.  Houston 1361 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1360,  1302 

Mr.  Millson 1361 

Mr.  Olds 1360,  1301 ,  1362,  1363 

Nightingale,  Phineas  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  ad- 
ministrator of  the  estate  of  General  Nathan- 
iel Greene,  deceased 1641, 

1727,  1991,  1995,2033 
Noble,  David  A.,  a  Representative  from  Michi- 

gnn 2,445,454,550,  1873,2131,2143 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  tonnage  duties..  .453 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

light-houses,  buoys,  &c 1714 

North  Carolina,  resolutions  from  a  meeting  of  the 

citizens  of  the  State  of. 1334 

(See  Cape  Pear  River.) 
Norton,  Jesse  0.,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
2,  1184,1873,  1916 

resolutions  by 45 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 535 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  ond  Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill 789 

(See  Appendix.) 
Notaries   public,  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
tilled  An  «ct  to  authorize,  to   take   and  cer- 
tify oaths, affirmations,  and  acknowledgments 

in  certain  cases 1372,  1915,  1910,  1987 

Nourse,  Michael,  act  for  the  relief  of 907, 

17.50    1993 
Nye,  James  W.,  resolution  for  the  relief  of..'l860, 

1993    1995 
Nye,  Thomas  C,  act  for  the  relief  of. ....  '.lUl^ 

1820,  1993 
O. 

Ocean  mail  steamer  service,  bill  abolishing  the 
present,  and  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  relet  the  same,  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  the  inland  mail  service,  and  for 

other  purposes 347 

(See  JI/oi(s.) 

Ocean  steamships,  bill  relative  to 412 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  bill  for  relief  of,  2139,  2142 
Officers,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  elec- 
tion of 2,  4 

qualification  of. 5 

in  the  Army  and  Navy — see  Contracts. 
and  soldiers  of  the   Virginia  State  and  Conti- 
nental lines  in  the  Revolutionary  Army — see  i 
CUims.  I 


Ohio,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

State  of 979 

(See  Grants;  Surveys  of  Public  Lands;   Canal; 

Rivers;  Judicial   Districts;    Virginia  Military 

Distiicts.) 

Olds,  Edson  B. ,  a  Representative  from  Ohio,  2, 3, 7, 

10,36,122,244,256,284,346,347,365,411, 

425,  473,  591,  592,  613,  637,  771,  803,  825, 

854,  860,  885,  894,  908,  909,  934,  9.36,949, 

1053,  1121,  1171,  1176,  1177,  1185,  1187, 

1242,  1311,  1333,  1354,  1367,  1405,  1443, 

1464,  1476,  1497,  1560,  1589,  1600,  1606, 

1607,  1653,  1671,  1738,  1779,  1793,  1820, 

1073,  1922,  1987,  1988,  2031,  2140,  2141 

resolutions  by 16,  414,  682 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  franking  privi- 
lege to  the  Coast  Survey 244 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy 

postmasters 837, 

842,843,  844,  1349,  1383,  1384,  1386,  13(57 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Mm- 

nesota  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .584, 

585,  586,  589 

remarks  relating  to  the  employment  of  a  clerk 

by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 

Roads 1 464 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zttdoc  C. 

Ingraham 1500,  1502 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  do  away  with  the  fifty 
per  centum  discount  for  prepayment  of  news- 
paper postage 1673, 

1683,  1684,  1686,  1779,  1781,  1783 
remarks  concerning  the  post  route  bill..  .1824, 

1987,  1988 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  change  the  refer- 
ence of  certain  memorials 1820, 

1821,  1823,  1823 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .1606, 

1607,  2026,  2067 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1313 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeft'ries  <fc 

«    Smith 1497 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails   by  ocean   steamers  and 

otherwise 2002, 2008,  2009 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  safe  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails  of  the  United   States   upon 

railroads 298,304,  305,  306,  318,  345 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  San 

Francisco 1434,  1435,  1560 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  contract  for 

carrying  the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 

San  Francisco,  according  to  time..  .859,  902 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 822, 

824,949,950,951 
remarks  on  Mr.  Giddings's  resolution  to  expel 

A.  0.  P.  Nicholson  from  the  Hall 1300, 

1361,  1302,  1363 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  letter  postage 

law  so  as  to  require  prepayment  by  stamps, 

1477,  1572,  1573,  1574 

remarks  on  the  bill  proposing  increased  rates  of 

postage 909, 910,  911,  912, 

1405,  1406,  1408,  1420,  1431,  1433,  1423 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  ap|iriipriation   bill, 

2135,2130,3137,2140 

Oliver,    Andrew,  a   Representative  from    New 

York '.2,  412,  1873 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.. 587 
Oliver,  Mordecai,  a  Representative  from  Missouri, 
2,  87,  237,  280,  987,  1014,  1015 
1017,   1020,    1139,    1349,  1873 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 057,  059 

remarks  on  that  portion  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage which  relates  to  tonnage  duties 240 

(Ste  Appendix  ) 

remarks .  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill .' 1209 

(See  Appendix.) 

Olmslead,  Moses,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 205, 

219,  425,  479,  1498,  1501, 1559 

Order  of  business,  proceedings  in  regard  to  the, 

95,202,378,393,427,717,1109,1119,1120 

Oregon,  communication  fiom  iheGovernor  of  the 

Territory  of ,  .825 

communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of....'. 1859 

bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of,  to 
foim  a  cunstilutlon  and  State  goverhment, 
and  for  the  admission  of  said  State  into  the 
Union 936,  1052,  1116 


Oregon,  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territor, 
of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern^j 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  said  Stale  into  | 
the  Union — Continued. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cutting IIITJ 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee UlW 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1117,11181 

Mr.  Millson 1117,11183 

Mr.  Richardson 1117,11183 

Mr.  Seward 1116, 1118  J 

Mr.  Simmons 11171 

(See  Road.i;  Public  Buildings;  frUliamttle  river;} 
Code  of  Lutes;  Rogue  River  fVar;  Executive^ 
and  Judiciary  Officers;  Indians;  Collection  Dia-l 
tricts;  Surveyor  General;  Libraries;  Postal Ser-^ 
vices.)  ' 

Organization  of  the  House 2, 3, 4,  i^ 

Orr,  James  L.,  a  Representative  from  South  CarS 

olina 2,  6,  12,  16,  36,  42,  43,  45, 47j 

64,  78,86,  93,  101, 114,  121,  122,  136,  1283 
140,  171,  178,  179,  183, 187,  189,195,205,1 
244, 245,  247,  2.59,  283, 285,  287,  296,  304, 
330,332,  333,  334,  348,  349,  394,  396,415/  , 
435,  431,  436,  437,  438,  443,  4.53,  403,  473^1 
475, 477,  492,  516,  532,  502,  617,  001,  077, 
699,700,  711,  725,  756,  757,  787,  788,  848, 
849,  g52,  853,  854,  860,  871,  875,  980,987. 
988,  1014,  1031,  1040,  1053,  1070,  10933 
1094,  1095,  1098,  1099,  1113,  1130, 1132^ 
1161,  1162,  110.3,  1167,  1168,  1109,  l]7ll! 
1172,1177,  1181,  1185,  1187,1188,1191,4 
•    1193,  1241,  1249,  1255,  1297,  1333,  1324 J 
1333,  1342,  1367,  1308,  1379,  1382,  1393J 
1428,  1429,  1431,  1433,  14,30,  1444,  1448,1 
1449,  1450,  1451,  1521,  1501,  1.504,  1.585^ 
1588,  1600,  1623,  1025,  1073, 1080,  17121 
1727,  1728,  1731,  1750,  1751,  1 7.16,  1627,1 
1834,  1800,  1862,  1864,  1873,  1839,  1983k 
1989,  1993,  2000,  2001,  2013,  2034,  2038,- 
2058,  2059,  2075,  2076,  2077,  2093,  2100l: 
2105,2110,  2112,  2118,  2139,  2141,  2144 

resolutions  by 75,  285,  492,  607 

remarks  on  death  of  Charles  G.  Athcrton  ..65j 

remarks  on  the  motion  to  refer  and  printa  cora-T 

munication  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  con-T 

cerning  distribution  of  documents,  93,  94,  95. 

remarks  on   the  resolutior.  of  thanks, dtc,  to i 

Captain  Ingraham,  128,  129,  134,  2118,  21194 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 370,  371,? 

372,  374, 375, 383,  385,  388,  392,  393,  411 L 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  off 

Indiana  for  failure  of  title  of  a  certain  town-f 

ship  of  land,  17,  400,  401,  402,  403,  404.  405] 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 526,  j 

528,  532,  535,  549  J 

remarks  on  the  (fiecond)  deficiency  bill  . .  .430,3 

663,  664,  667,  068,  670, 675, 1268, 1318, 13293 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on'J 

land  reserved  for  railroad  purposes, 699,2 

700,  711,  712,  713,  714.] 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  yf  wayi 
to  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  railroail, 
214,216,  1703,  1783 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriaiioii  bill.  .717,, 
718,  719,  720,  726,  738,  740,  743,1 
744,  745,  746, 1349,  1891, 1802,  1945i 
remarks  on  the  steain-frigute  bill,  490,830,831 
remarks  on   the  bill   for  the  relief  of  Elijah'^ 

Beebe 602,  004,  605,  608 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of, 
appointing  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the. 

Treasury 140, 143.  173  j 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- ; 

nesota  in  the  mnstructinn  of  a  railroad.. 5C8,jl 

569,  576,  577,  583,  537,  588,  589,  5903 

remarks  on  presenting  the  proceedings  of  meet- j 

ings  in  South  Carolina  relative  to  the  case  ofa 

Captain  Gibson 1313  J 

remarks  relating  to  violations  of  the  rules  of  the  1 
House,  &c. ,  growing  out  of  the  affair  between^ 

Messrs.  Churchwell  and  Cullom 465,  466 

remarks  concerning  adjournment  sine  die.  .1374, 
1375,  1378, 1379, 1574, i 
1575,  1589,  1594,  1595  < 
remarks  concerning  the  right  of  Mike  Walsh  to  j 

a  seat 1444,  1445,  1446 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen.* 

Msckay 1732,  1733,  1734,  1736,  18.34| 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  1803  I 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  remove  the  Clerks 

of  the  House 2101,2102,  2103^ 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pninrla 
Urown 1840 


)igitized  by 


Google 


LVHI 


INDEX  TO 


Orx,  JaoiCB  L.,  a  Represeutalivc  rrom  South  Car- 
olum — CoiUinued. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1948, 

1340,  1954,  1957 

remarks  on  civil  ami  iliplnmalic  bill,  1C33,  1G34, 

IC3G,  1G37,  1639,  1640,  2071,  2075,  2120. 

remnrks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  curtain  titles 

to  lands  of  the  Chippewa  liulians 1032, 

1033,  1034,  1U35,  1036 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriiuions  for 

carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  sleamers,  and 

olherwjM 2009,  2012,  2013 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  Snn 

Francisco 1434 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  contract  for 

carrying  the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 

San  Francisco,  according  to  lime.  ..671,  872 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill. ..2128, 2130 

remarks  on  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  pensioners 

under  the  act  of  February  3,  18.53. .  .426,  43.'i 

remarkson  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1677, 

1C78,  2075,  2123,  2134,  2134 

remarks  on  the  post  office  bill 21U5,  2106  I 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  eatablishithe  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico 1054, 

1056,  1057,  1058,  1071,  1072,  1U75  | 
[Oiitragea  upon  American   citizens — see  Bteclur,> 
Captain  Thaildeia;  Citlia;  Rickmotul,  Reverend 
Janus  C-;  Gibson,  Captain  IValter  JU. 

P. 

j  Pacific  railroad — see  Railroads;  Grants. 

■  Packer,  Asa,  a  Representative  from  Pennsylva- 
nin 2,  306 

[■Paducah — see  Ports  of  Delivery. 

■  Page,  Lieutenant  George  II.,  of  the  United  States 
[  Army,  bill  for  the  relief  of .  .1368,  18C4,  1887 
[  Pages — see  Extra  Compensation.  " 

Park,  Thomas,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of. 13G8,  1501, 1863 

■  Parker,    Samuel,    a    Uepresentaiive   from    Indi- 

ana   2,  l.')5,  188,  202,  214,  871,  999, 

1079,  1080,  1082,  1117,  11C9,  1183,  1209, 
1210,  1360,  1368,  1497,  1586,  1873,  2111 

resolution  by 286' 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin S.  Roberts 188 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1289 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs,  &c., 

of  RicherJ  W.  Meade 1599 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  release  of  Thomas  Ap 

Catesby  Jones '. 1869 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  .1803 
remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1508,2044 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  defray  the  expenses  grow- 
in"  out  rf  the  burning  of  the  steamer  Marlha 

Washington 873,  874 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1222, 

1238 
(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico. . .  .1073,  1074 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general    in    Utah,  and  for   other  pur- 
poses  1096,  1099, 1101,  1102 

Parker,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1728, 

1992, 1995 

Parsons,  Thomas  B.,  act  for  the  relief  of. 906, 

1916,  2112 

\  Parties  in  Equity,  bill  to  allow,  of  less  than  the 
whole  number  of  claimants,  to  sue  for  their 

share  of  a  common  fund 845 

Parton,  Madison,  bill  fur  the  relief  of. 69, 

141,267,272,283,329,  893 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Dean 283,  329,  330 

Mr.  Greenwood 272 

Mr.  Uillyer 141,  272,  273,  330 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 272,  283,  330 

Pass  1 'Outre — see  Mississimi  River. 
Passamaquoddy,  bill  to  refund  to  the   officers  of 
the  custome,  and  others,  of  the  district  of, 

certain  moneys 1915,  1994 

Patents — see  Coll,  Sanxuel;  Lands. 

Patent  Office  Report,  resolutions  authorizing  the 

printing  of. 418 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bliss 418 

Mr.  Clingman 418 

Mr.  Murray 418 

Mr.  Slanton,  of  Kentucky 418 

(See  Commissioner,  tfc.) 


Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  Commiflee  on.  .34 
bills  reported  from..  .75,  111,  1354,  1370,  1672 

adverse  reports  from 297,  1728 

reports  from 298,  1728,  1K:13 

Patterson,  Andrew  H.,bill  for  relief  of,  1750, 1992 
Pauliiine,  Hiraro,  act  for  relief  of,  350, 1369,  2109 
Pavie,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 

reseniaiives  of, 1727,  1992,  1995,  2143 

Pay,  bill  fctr  the  purpose  of  et|ualiziiig  the,  of 
members  of  Congress,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
mileage, and  to  extend  th^ present  pay. ..  .31 
to  officers  of  the  army  who  served  in  New 
Me;(.icu,  bill  granting  the  same,  as  wasgranted 
by  the  act  of  Seplember  28,  1850,  to  officers 
of  the  like  grade  serving  in  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia  1368 

(See  Half  Pay;  Postmasters;  Compensation;  Gait; 
iMmbvrn;  Jirmy;  Extra  Pay.) 
Payment,  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
act  to  provide  for  the,  approved   IVJarch  3, 

1819 45,  415, 1496 

bill  further  8up|>lemental  to  an  act  entitled  An 
act  to  authorize,  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 

other  purposes 1994,  1995 

(See  Costs.) 

Pcale,  Titian  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1371, 

1865, 1887 
Peck,  Jared   V.,  a   Representative  from    New 

York. 2,  36, 71,  72, 

1170,  1176,  1178,  1182,  1185,  1324,  1345, 

1351,  142G,  1427,  14G7,  1794,  1827,  1642, 

1B73.  1924,  1990,  1992,  2000,  2001,  2100 

Peckham,  Rufus  W.,a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  75,  283, 

397,  402,  411,  442,  444,499,  757,  788,  809, 
919,  942,  981,  987,  988,  1020,  1031,  1173, 
1239,  1297,  1424,  1446,  1520,  15G1,  1574, 
l.'->87,  1678,  1727,  17.S8,  1779,  1821,  18H2, 
18G3,  1870,  1873,  1928,  1988,2001,2005, 
2009,  2013,  2034,  2033,  2041,  2071,  2124 

resolutions  by . .; 287, 1519,  1541 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  disbursement 

of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 163, 

164,  165,  168 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 528,  529 

remarks  on  the  bill  lo  divide  the  Stole  of  Ar- 
kansas into  two  judicial  districts. . .  .700,  701 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 718, 
719,  726,  744,  1892 
remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  codifying  and  revis- 
ing the  revenue  laws 683,  G84 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 828 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 986 

remarks  on  the  Military  Acndeiiiy  appropriation 

bill 938,  939,  940,  960,  961,  962 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 1351, 1352 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,.  1478, 

1485,  1486,  1503,  202;-),  2028,  2034,  2044, 

2048,  2056,  2058,  2061,  2UG2,  2065,  2066 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  1764, 

1765,  1786,  1794,  1797,  1826,  1827,  1«28 

remarks  on  the  bill  to   regulate  the   poy  and 

increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1927, 

1946,  1954, 1955,  19.56 
remarkaon  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1222, 

1237 
(See  vippcndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico, 1.520, 1541,  1545,  1546,  1549,  1563,  1565 
(See  .'Jppindix.) 
Pember,  Thomot,  act  for  relief  of,  350,  1369, 1864 
Pendergrast,  Commander  G.  J.,  act  for  the  relief 

of .906 

Penn,  A.  G.,  act  for  the  relief  of....." 1834, 

1916,  1994,  1995,  2033 
Pennington,  Alexander  C.  M.,  a  Representative 

from  New  Jersey 2,  69,243, 

244,  267,  1177,  1178,    1181,   1242,   1248, 
1444,  1446,  1887,  1922,  20,31,  2123,  2140 

resolutions  by 284,  1341,  1750 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1235 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 129] 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2067 

remarks  on  the  bill   making  appropriations  for 

carrying  the   mails  by  ocean    sleamers   and 

otherwise 2004,  2009,  21113 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .1921 


Pensions,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  invalid  and  other,  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  Jnnea 

18.5.5 63,  190,  194,  205,  349,  19" 

(See  Invalid  Pensions;  Half  Pay;  Surgeons;  ,iets.\ 

bill  to  provide,  for  revolutionary  service 412 

bill  to  provide,  to  certain  pernons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  nf  the  United  States 
in  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  declared   by 

the  United  Slates  ISih  June,  1812 412 

bill  granting,  to  all  persons  engaged  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  the  Indian  wars  prior  thereto, 

and  to  their  widows 314 

Pension  Laws,  bill  extending  the  benefits  of  tbd 
to  all  persons  serving  In  the  late  war  witfi 
Great  Britain,  and  Indian  wars  prior  thereto, 

and  their  widows 4j 

cases,  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  proofs  in, 
laws,  bill  to  amend  the,  therein  mentioned,  T 

Pensioners  under  the  act  of  February  3, 1853,  bi 

for  the  relief  of '.....  182,  426,  ' 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cobb .- 435, 

Mr.  Edmands 426. 

Mr.  Hendricks 434,  t 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennesaee 41 

Mr.  Millson 434,  4.35, 

Mr.  Orr 426,  4: 

Pension  Office — see  i>oi«fj  on  the  Pension  Office. 

Perea,  Joft!  L. — see  ^irmijo, 

Perkins^   Bishop,   a   Representative  from    Ne' 

York 

13, 19, 63, 173, 192,  218, 219,  2<'7    i 
593,  602,  627,  980,987,  1166, 
1498,  1536,  1762,  1867,  1868, 

resolution  by . , 413 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 469 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 530,  533,  544 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating;  to  bids 

for  naval  supplies 678 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  Minnesota  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad 5^5,  586,  602 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1288,  1289 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  lelegra 

bill r 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  apprnpi 

ation  bill .1509,  1608,  l" 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill. .1824, 1 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 

crease  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1! 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. . .  .It! 
(See.^;<pendiE.) 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in   Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  -. 1110,  1114 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  Piedident  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1545,  1546,1548,  15. 

Perkins,  John,  a  Representative  from  Louiaiai 
2,  21,   46,  136,   1.57,  216,  2.«5,  414,  4! 
445,  549,  614,   646,   825,   845,  853, 
898,  904,  lOlC,   1017,   1334,    1342,  1 
1615,  1640,  1678,  1698,  1873,  2040, 

resolutions  by 87, 114,  285,  549,  614 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks  to  Captain 

I  ngraham ' 

remarks  on    the   bill  for   the  relief  of  W. 

Porter,  of  the  United  States  Wavy 

remarks  on  the  deliciencv  biK 3 

374,  375,  383,  384,  386,  387, 
remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill,  655, 
remarks  on  the  message  of  the   President 
lating  lo  the  Black  Warrior  alTair. ..;... 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gi 

man 893, 

remarks  relating  to  the  military  superintend- 
ence of  civil  works 1401 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  equally 

several  Stales,  for  public  purposes II 

1003,  1014, ■ 
remarks  on  the  Pocific  railroad  and  telegri 

bill 1349,  1350,  1351,  1 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.. 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. . 

2044,  2054,  2055,  2070, 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  2126, 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  M    _ 

ico I54fi,  1.568 

Peru,  bill  regulating  in  part  the  trade  between  ih« 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of.. . 


digitized  by  Google 


THE  CONGirESSTOTTAl.  GLOBE. 


LT] 


Pettiboiif,  Sylvester,  net  for  the  relief  of.  ...13*2, 
1450,  1800,  1914,  1993, 1994  1995,  2033 

Petit,  Moses,  hill  for  the  relief  of 16,  38 

(See  Lewis,  Ilenry.) 

Phagan  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 205, 

219,  294,  332,  1758,  1759,  1834,  1889 
Phelps,  John   S  ,  a   ilepresentative  from   Mih- 

Bouri 2.  13,  89,  101,201, 

202,  270,  415,  490,  675,  726,  750,  845,  860, 

»872,  875,9112,  903,  906,  907,  908,  909,  912, 
916, 917,  918,  9.-)2.  953,  954,  957,  900,  962, 
982,  983,  984,  986,  1020,  1030,  1070,  1091, 
1118,  1119,  1130,  1168,  1170,  1171,  1255, 
1207,  1288,  1311,  1312,  1342,  1381,  1429, 
1430,  1494,  1496,  1541,  1560,  1561,  1678, 
1712,  1728,  1871,  1873,  1915,  1916,  1921, 
1922,  1928,  1987,  2024,  2042,  2105,  2111, 
2118,  2121,  2)22,  2132,  2135,  2139,  2140 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  adjust  and  pay  the 

claim  of  Juan  C.  Arihijo  and  others 1833 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1409, 

1410,1409,1611,1612,2035,2036,20)2,2046, 

20G2, 2065, 2060, 2068,  •-i069,  2071, 2072, 2073 

^^B     remarks  on   the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and 

^^h       increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1945, 

^m  1946,  1947,  1948,  1955 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.. 2131 
remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill  ...983, 
986,  1267,  1268,  1269,  1271,  1272,  1270, 
1289,  1290,  1292,  1293,  1294,  1295,  1297, 
1298,  1312, 1313,  1315,  1316,  1317,  1319, 
1320,  1322,  1334,  1342,  1343,  1344,  1345 
i,  remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  transporta- 

^^L       tion  uf  the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and 

^^B       San  Francisco,  according  to  time 898, 

^^'  699,  900,  901,  902 

remarks  on  the  Naval  appropriation  bill. .1916, 

I 1917,  1918,  1919,  1920,  1921,  1922, 

^K;  1923,  1924,  2119,  2124,  2125,  2126, 

^P      .  2127,  2128,  2129,  2130,  2134,  2138 

^^^     (See  .Ippcndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  ci*il  officers  of 
New  Mexico  employed  under  its   military 

government 1053,  1054 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1674, 

2122,2123,2124 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,  2116 

Philadelphia,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  captors  of 

the  frigate 267 

^^JPhillips,  Philip,  a  Repretentative  from  Alabama, 
^m  2,  16,  68,  87,  92,  562,  592,  625,  651,  659, 

^H  711,759,702,  856,  895,  989,  1031,  1040, 

^m  1116,1121,1175,1176,  1179,   1185,  1189, 

^H  1388,  1577,  1632,  1633,  1634,  1636,  10.57, 

^V  1658,  1727,  1834,  1873,  1927,  1988,  1989, 

^B  2030,2037,2038,2077,  2094,  2095,  2111, 

^P-  .  2138,  2139,  2143,  2144,  2221 

resolutions  by 38,  70, 

601,625,759,1657,2077 
remarks  on  the  death  of  Vice  President  King,  26 
remarks  relating  to  the  duties  of  certain  com- 

miiiees 76,  77,  78 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 130, 

1.32,  134,  149,  151,  152,  153 
remarks  oh  the  deficiency  bill,  .320, 321 ,  324, 393 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 525, 

530,533,537,540,2071 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill.. .  .652, 

661,  064,  669,  671 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

.  rffeience  of  the  President's  message 95 

remarks  on  the  steam-frfgnle  bill.  .806, 807,809 

rem,ark9  on  the  graduation  bill 905 

remarks  oh  the  bill  to  amend  a  section  of  the 
civiland  diplomatic  bill  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1854 934 

remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 
.appointing  the  Assistant   Secretary   of   the 

Treasury. 58 

reraarkson  bill  to  aid  iheTerritory  of  Minnesota 

in  the  construction  of  a  reiilroad 577,  591 

remarks  concerning  the  bill  declaring  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  New  Mexico 1779 

remarks  on  bill  extending  the  Colt  patent.  .1729 

.^emarljs  on  the  fprtification  bill 1890 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill . .  .2038, 

,  .  2042,2054 

remarks  on  (he  bijl  making  appropriations  for 

carrying   the  mails    by  ocean  steamers  and 

olherwii^e .2003,  2012,  2013 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  extend  an  existing 

mail  contract  in  Alabama 821,  822, 

823,  824,  825,  950,  951 


Phillips,  Philip,  a  llepreatntative  from  Arkansas 
— CotUinwd. 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.. 296, 

984, 1235 
(See  ^pptndix.) 
remai'iis  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  roads 

in  New  Mexico 563,  564 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  uHiue  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1093,1097,  1102,1111,  1112 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fultill    the   third   article   of    the   treaty   with 

Mexico 1540 

(See  .Ippendtx.) 

Pierce,  Jonathan,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1728, 

1992,  1995 
Pierce,  Levi,  and  Andrew  Hodge,  junior,  act  for 

the  relief  of 907,  1800,  1993,  1995,  2033 

Pine  Grove  Academy  in  Louismim,  Lull  for  the 

relief  of. . .  .625,  1496,  1668,  1887,  1924,  1987 

Pioneer  Manufacturing  Company  of  Ueurgelowii, 

District  uf  Columbia,  bill  to  incorporate  the, 

205,219,347,2119,2120 

Pitman,  Uempsey,  act  for  tne  relief  of 8ai 

Postage,  bill  luriiier  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An 
act  to- reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of,  in  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved March  3,  1851.  .244,  1131, 1477, 1572 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Haven 1477, 1574 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York 1573, 15(4 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  .1477, 1573, 1574 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Liuuisiana 1572 

Mr.  Olds 1477,  1572,  1573,  1574 

Mr.  Sage 1573 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee 1572 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 1573 

Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois 1572,  1573 

Postages,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  10 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce  and 
modify  the  rates  of,  in   the    United  Stales, 

passed  August  30,  1852 1073, 

1683,  1779,  1793,  le20 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Barry 1685,  1782 

Mr.  Chandler 1683,  1684,  1685,  16»6 

Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts 1781, 

1782,  1793 

Mr.  Haven I0tj5 

Mr.  Olds.., 1673, 

1683,  1684, 1686, 1779,  1781, 1782 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 1780 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia..  .1083, 1084,  1686 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1683 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 1779,  1794 

Postal  services,  bill  making  provision*  for,  for  the 
State  of  Calilornia,  and  in  the  Territories  of 

Oregon  and  Washington 1240, 

1672,  1915,  1924 
Postmaster  General,  resolutions  of  instruction  to 
the,  and  remarks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Grey 908, 909 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Alabama 909 

Postmasters,  act  regulaiiiig  the  pay  of  deputy ,  837, 
1277,  1349,  13e8,  1402,  1408 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Haven 1384, 1,386,  1387 

Mr.  Houston 842,  843,844,  1349 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Te nn , . .  .842, 843,  844,  1349 

Mr.  McMullin ...837 

Mr.  Olds 837,842, 

843,  844,  1349, 1383,  1384,  1386,  1387 

Mr.  Skelton (387 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 842 

Mr.  Uiiham 843 

Mr.  Washbarne,  of  Illinois 842 

Post  office,  bill  establishing  the,  of  Northumber- 
land, NorthuinberlanU  county,  Pennsylvania,  j 

&  salaried  office a84 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on  1 

ihe.. 34,909, 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 75, ' 

88,  229,  244,  284,  285,  286,  684, 
759,  845,  979,  1341,  1354,  1494 

discharged  from  subjects 1477 

bills  reported  from •. 298,  i 

347,  837,  854,  964,  1477,  1673,  1916,  2141  . 

joint  resolutions  reported  from 1367  \ 

reports  from 347, 

654,904,  1349, 1383, 1420, 1464, 1586, 1820 

adverse  reports  from 949,  9C4  ; 

Post  offices — see  Cliicago;  J^Iilwaukic;  Courts. 
Post  Office  Department,  communications  from,  86, 
160,  726,  871,  949,  30'i4 


Post  Office  Department,  calls  for  information  up  _ 

'he 082,844,  908,  9571 

bill  makingappropriations  for  the  service  of  the,i 

during  the  fiscal  year  endiner  June  .30,  lh55,| 

999,    1674,  1713,  1715,  2093,  2104,  2105.1 

2110,2111,2112,  2114,  2115,  2118,  2I22.J 

2125,  2135,  2130,  2137,  2140,  2141, 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chamberlain 2]  13 

Mr.  Chandler 2135,  2136,  2137,  2138. 

Mr.  Faulkner 21 151 

Mr.  Grey 2115,21163 

Mr.  Grow , 21164 

Mr.  Hibl«ird 3104,  2IO5!  2110.3 

2112,2113,  2114,2115,  2116,  2118,  21231 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 2104. 

2105,  2106,  2113,  2116,  2137,  21M, 

Mr.  Maxwell 2116] 

Mr.  Olds 2135, 2136,  2137,  214 

Mr.  Orr 2105, 210, 

Mr.  Phelps gllj 

Mr.  Preston 2115,  2116. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 21371 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 2115,2114 

Mr.  Sianton,  of  Kentucky 2114 

Mr.  Stratton 211J 

Mr.  Vansant 21  IS 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Mississippi 2114 

2115,  211« 
Polygamy — see  Snrotgor  General  of  Utah. 
Ponclii,  Peter,  act  to   authorize   a  patent  to  bel 
granted  to,  for  certain  lond.s  therein  described,! 
537,  602,  1368,  1864,  1887,  192? 

Pool,  Sidney  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1750 

1993   1995 
Porcher,  Charles  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .2111 
Porter,  Evelina,  bill   for  the  relief  of,  widow  otA 
the  late  Commodore  David  Porter,   Unitedi 

States  Navy 1587,  1991,  1994fi 

Porter,  Captain  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  th^ 

heirs  of,  420,  479, 1499, 1501, 2139,  2140, 2220^^ 

Porter,  W.  D.,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  billJ 

for  the  relief  of. 424,"'| 

479,  1498,  1862, 1887,  2096,  2103,  2114  f 

Ports  of  delivery —  i 

bill  to  constitute  the  city  of  Jefiersonville,  Indi>^ 

ana,  a 4,  4^1 

bill  making  the  city  of  Q.uincy,  Illinois,  a..]  6.4 

38,  203,  307i 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Disney 205J 

Mr.  Fuller 203,  2041 

Mr.  Kichardeon 203,  204,  205  j 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 203,  204,  205 i 

Mr.  Went  worth,  of  Illinois 204  j 

bill  constituting  Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, a, 

87,1794,2107,21171 
act  to  constitute  Palntka  and  Baypori,  in  the  ] 

State  of  Florida,  respectively,  a 434,  I 

500,2108,2113,2115  1 
act  to  establish  a,  at  Lake  Port,  on  Lake  Pont-  { 

charlrain,  and  for  other  purposes 524, 1 

701,  1371,  2041,  2059 
act  to  constitute  Keokuk  and  Dubuque,  in  tha 

State  of  Iowa,  a 890,  1371,2108  I 

bill  constituting  Madison,  in  the  .State  of  Indiana,  1 

a 1495,  1749,  2()41,205Si 

act  to  constitute  Tuscumbia,  in  the  Stale  ot^ 
Alabama,  Paducah,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  1 
Shreveport,  in  Louisiana,  and  Jefferson  ville,  ( 

in  Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes 1098,  1 

1749,  1915,  2041,  2077  ^ 
Pons  of  entry —  i 

bill  creating  a  collection  district  in  New  Yorkrj 
to  be  cilled  the  district  of  Dunkirk,  and  con-  ( 
Btiluting  Dunkirk  a,  and  the  ports  of  Barce- 
lona, Sliver  Creek,  and  Cattaraugus  Creek, 

ports  of  delivery 113,  1702,  1924,  1990 

act  constituting  San  Pedro,  in  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia, a,  and  delivery 434, 

500,  1.371,  2108,  2117 
act  making  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georsia, 

a,  and  fur  other  purposes 444,  500,  1371 

Portraits  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the  United 
Stales,  hill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of.. 1372 
Postage,  bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  un 
act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of,  in  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
March  3, 1851,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 

passed  August  30, 1852 909, 

1288,  1311,  1382,  1392,  1405,  1420 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chandler 912,  1405,  1422 

Mr.  Florence 910 


)igitized  by 


Google 


IS. 


INDEX  TO 


I  Postage,  bill  further  to  ameud  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rales  of,  in  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
March  3,  IbSi ,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
I        passed  August  3U,  185:2 — Concluded. 
L  remarks  by — 
U         Mr.  Haven 1406, 
C                       1407,  1408,  1420,  1423,  1424,  1425 
h         Mr.  Hendricks 1420 
fe         Mr.  Houston 1406,1407,  1408 
B         Mr.  Jonetj,  of  Tennessee '312,  1424 
E         Mr.  Meachara 912 
k         Mr.  Olds... 'J09,  910,  911,  912, 
I              1405, 1406,  1408,  1420,  1421,  1422,  1423 
fc          Mr.  Skeltoi 910 
E          Mr.  Smith,of  New  York 1405 
Post  Ronds  in  the  Slate  of  California,  art  to  es- 
tablish  654,  896 

Post   route,  bill   to  establish  a,  from  Citronelle, 

^        Alabama,  to  Culumbtis,  Mississippi. . .  .1585 
Post  routes,  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the 
^       second  section  of  the  resolution  to  establish 
f      certain,  approved  July  12,  1852 854, 1680 
bill  to  establish  certain.  .1824,  1987,  1990,  2117 
bill  to  establish  certain  additional. . .  .2140,  2144 
Powell,  Paulus,  a  Uepresentative  from  Virginia, 
2,  1129,  1873 
Powers  of  Congress — see  Railroads. 
Pratt,  James  T.,  a  Representative  from  Connec- 
ticut  2,  124,  125,  425,  430,541,674, 

757,  846,  926,  935,  936,9(il,  1181,  1186, 
1240,  1324,  1463,  1467,  1482,  1652,  1863. 
1873,  1969,  2098,  2141,  2221,  2222,  2224 

resolution  by 757 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  employ  a  clerk, 

63,64 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .368,  3S0,  381 

remarks  on  the  humestead  bill 522,  524 

remarks  on  presenting  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Connecticut 1913 

remarkson  (second)  deficiency  bill. ...1316, 1317 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 

auon  bill 1485,  2066 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent, 

1642,  1650,  1651 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.. 1234 

(See  Jtppendix.) 

Preijmptiona,  bill  for  the   extension  of  the  pre- 

em  ption  privilege  in  the  State  of  California,  181 

203,219,451,463 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Latham 451 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 451 

bill  granting  the  right  of  preemption  to  the  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  land  known a«  the  Mai- 
son  Rouge  grant 414 

,  bill  to  extend  the  rights  of  preijmption  over  un- 
surveyed  land    in    Minnesota,  and  for  other 

purposes 986,  1114,  1432,2132 

act  extending,  in  certain  cases,  the  provisions 
of  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  extend  the  pre- 
emption rights  to  certain  land  therein  men- 
tioned, approved  March  3,  1853 1082, 

1372,  2041 

act  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  act  to 

appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 

public  lands,  and  to  graitt  preSnipiion  rights, 

approved  September  4,  1851 1322,  1372 

rentisn.  Sergeant  S.,  late  of  Mississippi,  reso- 
lution for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of 228 

reservation  of  life — see  Shipwreck. 

'resident  of  the  United  Slates,  calls  upon  the,  for 

information 47,  48,  70, 

87,  115,  182,  188,  228,  285,  287,  345,  413, 
414,  415,  521 ,  601,  660,  844,  845,  846,  854, 
883,  980,  985, 1031, 1240, 1341,  1519.  1535, 
1615,  1763,  1915,  1924,  1945.  1988,  2076 
communicntions  from  the. . .  .8,  160,  219,  247, 
318,389,349,  418,  532,  .541,  636,  697,  759. 
770,  857,  892,  908,  917,  989,  1020,  10.58, 
1222,  1388,  1466,  1577,  1710,  1824,  2096 
proceedings  in  regard  to  printing  extra  copies  of 

the  message  of  the 12 

proceedings  in  regard  to  the  referenceof  the  mes- 
sage of  the,  72,78,  89, 123,  172,  217,  246,  253 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 72, 

79,  92,  95,  96,  124,  255 

Mr.  Chandler 78,  79 

Mr.  Clingman 255 

Mr.  Crnige 95 

Mr.  Dean 78,79 

*RA.    Mr.  Etheridge 253 


President  of  the  United  States,  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  the  reference  of  the  message  of  the — 
Continued, 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Ewing 124,  172 

Mr.  Oiddings 72,  79,  80,  90 

Mr.  Houston 72,  95,  96,  125,  255 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 96,  2.S3,  255 

Mr.  Kcitt 217,  246 

Mr.  Oliver,  of  Missouri •  .246 


Mr.  Phil 


ips. 


.95 


Mr.  Preston 72 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 90 

Mr.  Walsh 79,  80 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 123 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania 89,  90 

Preston,  William,  a   Representative   from  Ken- 
tucky  2,  15,  101,  102,  126, 

296,  431,  445,  446,  458,  616,  617,626,650, 
631,  703.  759,  856.  1129,  1179,  1180,  1242, 
1361,  1370,  1444,  1467,  1501,  1561,  1565, 
1870,  31J76,  2107,  2112,  2118,  2121,  2132 

resolutions  by 115,  414 

remarks  relaiing  to  llie  case  of  Martin  Koszta, 

&c 72 

'   remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanbe,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 152,  153,  154 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 308, 

309,  310,  319,  322,  326,  392,  393,  411 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 537 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill  . .  .633, 

635,  636,  652,  6.56,  657,  663, 

664,  667,  608,  672,  674,  675 

remarks  on  a  proposed  amendmeni  of  the  rules, 

710 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  post  office  and 

court-house  in  Philadelphia 724,  725 

remarks  announcing  the  settlement  of  difficul- 
ties between  Messrs.  Cutting  and  Breckin- 
ridge  825 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  860, 

1240,  1241 
(See  Jlitpendiz.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1410, 

1411,  1468,  1469,  1479,  1482,  1623, 

1624,  1633.  1634,  1638,  1639,  1640 

remarks  on  the  Array  appropriation  bill,  1825, 

1828.  1829 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1675, 

1676,  1677,  1691,1711,2075 
remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2115,2116 
Prewitt,  Uriah,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  and  representatives  of. 350,  1864 

Price,  Sherman,  act  for  the  relief  of 2046, 2140 

Pringle,  Benjamin,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  579,  582, 

583,  1129,  1170,  1175.  1179,  1182,   1192, 

1210.  1223,  1242,  J382,  1872,  2067,  2077, 

.2107,  2108,  2112,  2123,  2135,  2141,   2142 

resolutions  by 287 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1234 
(See  ^ippendix.) 
Printer  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  proceed- 
ings relating  to  the  election  of..  ..15,  488,  516 
(See  ^Ackotsoii.) 

Printing,  Joint  Committee  on .34 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 47, 

69,  113,  413,  414,684,893 

resolutions  reported  from  the 42, 

63,  111,  136,  418,  437,  1321,  1726,  1915 
I      reports  from  the. . .  .52,  157,  697,  898,  907,  2075 

discharged  from  subjects 418,  897 

Printing  extra  copies,  propositions  for, 12,  15.  48, 
49,  52,  63,  318,  414.  437,  684, 
1312,  1321,  1324,  2040,2075 
(See  Cerutt-i;  Superiitlendent  of  Printing  ) 
Prioleau,  Samuel,  deceased,  act  for  the  legnl  repre- 
sentatives of,537,  602,  1387,  1870,  1887, 1927 
Prisoners  in  the  war  of  1812 — see  Bounty  Land. 
Prison,    bill    to  authorize   the   President   of  the 
United  States  to  purchase  a  site  for  a,  and  to 
provide  for  the  cost  of  the  building  of  the 

same,  in  the  city  of  New  York 1580 

Private  Land  Claims,  the  Committee  on 34 

resolutions  of  instructions  to 114,  184,  415 

bills  reported  from 257, 

1368,  1371,  1495,  1496,  1587,  1727,2142 

reports  from 434, 

893,  1368, 1495,  1496,  1027,  1916,  2111 

discharged  from  subjects " 1368,  1495 

adverse  reports  from 1495,  1916,  2144 

(See  iMnd  Claims;  Rio  Honda.) 
Privilege  of  the  lluor 68,  499,  825 
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Prolongation  of  the  "ession — tee  Adjournment  nnt 

die. 
Property  lost,  &c. — see  Patjment. 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  the  Committee  on, 

34 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 

discharged  from  subjects 203,  424, 141 

resoluiioMS  reported  by 424 

reports  from 1 4.50,  2111 

Public  buildings  for  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  bill 

to  provide  for  the  completion  of 46 

Public  documents,  proceedings  in  regard  to  the 

distribution  of. 93,  114 

Public  Expenditures,  the  Committee  on .34 

adverse  reports  from '^§i 

reports  from 1" 

Public  lands — see  Lands;  Surveys;  Grants, 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 34 

reports  from 110,  169.243,  298,  451. 

466,  475,  502,  698,  699,  787,  2108,  2141 

resolutions  of  instructions  to 114, 

183,  229,  285,  286,  41, 

bills  reported  from 213,298,  698, 

699,  848,  986,  1119, 1.586,  1938,  2111,214' 

discharged  from  subjects 216, 

243,298,  466,  848,  1371,  1586,  2111 

adverse  reports  from 451,475,697,  847,  848 

Public  works  heretofore  commenced  under  au- 
thority of  law,  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  repairs,  preservation,  and  completion  of 

certain 1371, 1674,  1666,  1698,  1711, 

2075,  2106,  2121,  2122,  2126,  2134,  2140 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Barksdale 1697,1 

Mr.  Bliss .1695,  1 

Mr.  Brooks 1 

Mr.  Campbell 167.5,  1676,  1677,  U 

1688,  1689,  1691,  2105,  2106,  2 

Mr.  Clark 

Mr.  Cobb 1674,  1675,  1680,  1711 

Mr.  Craige 169 

Mr.  Cumming 

Mr.  Eastman 1688, 

Mr.  English 1 

M  r.  Everhart I 

Mr.  Penton 1696,  2 

Mr.  Flagler v 1692,  1693,  K 

Mr.  Fuller 

Mr.  Green 1695 

Mr.  Greenwood. . .  .1678,  1691, 1697,  1711 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Mississippi 1 

Mr.  Haven.  .1676,  1679,  1687,  1690,  If 

1696,  1697,  1711,  2075,  2122,  2123,  21: 
Mr.  Henn,1677, 1687, 1689, 1691, 2133, 21 
Mr.  Houston,  1675,  1677, 1678, 1712,21 

Mr.  Hughes 1 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana 16 

1679,  1680,  1 

Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York 1 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee f 

Mr.  Keitt 1 

Mr.  Letcher 1678,  1 

1687,  1690, 1691,  1698, 1699,  2123, ! 

Mr.  Lilly 1692,  1711 

Mr.  Lindsley 1 

Mr.  Millson,  1674,  1679,  1688,  1689,  1 
Mr.  Orr,  1677, 1078,2075,2123,2124,2 

Mr.  Pennington 21 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 21: 

Mr.  Phelps 1674,  2122,  2123,  " 

Mr.  Preston 1 

1676,  1677,  1691,  1711, 
Mr.  Richardson....  1677,  1678,  1680,  1 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Pennsylvania 1 

Mr.  Sage 1695,  1711,  17 

Mr.  Seward 1697,1698,  1711 

Mr.  Shaw 1 

Mr.  Skelton 1691, 1692,  1 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee 1 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1 

1689,  1712, 
Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky,  1693,1697, 
Mr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  1G92,  2122,  2 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1676,  1678,  1 

Mr.  Wade ....' 

Mr.  Walsh .•.: 

1698,  1699, 1712, 2122, 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois 1 

1678,  1687,  1688, 

Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Illinois 

1675, 1677, 1679, 1687,  1688,  1689, 
1691,1692, 1693.  1695,  1696,  1697,  1 
1S99, 1711, 1712,2106,  2122,  2123,  2 
2126, ; 
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Punishment  of  certain  crimes,  act  more  eflectually 
to  provide  for  the,  against  the  United  States, 

1368,  2112  ! 
I  Pnrvf  «r.  Richard  C,  a  Representative  from  North 

^B         Carolina 2,1171,  1172, 

J^g            1173,  1174,  1175,  1210,  1242,  2053,  2223 
^^^  Putnam,  John,  bill  forthereUef  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of 2112 

a. 

auarles,  Tunstall,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1916,  1994 
Q,uiney,  Illinois — a*e  Parts  (^ Delivery. 

R. 
Rafk — see  Red  Ttiver. 
Railroad,  act  authorizing  the  extension   of  the 

I Alexandria  and  Washington,  into  the   Dis- 

^■L        trict  of  Columbia 1G98, 

^K  1^3,  2042,  2071,  2104,  2107,  2117 
^^F  act  allowing  the  Metropolitan,  to  extend  into 
^^B  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
^^P  poses 2107 

resolutions  relating  to  the  Pacific 38,  42 

I act  for  the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana,  and  the 

^^L         Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company, 575, 

^V  871,  875,  133-3, 1341,2107,  2140 

^^B      Charleston,  Chattanooga,  and    Nashville — see 

^^K         Grants. 

^^p      Southern — see  Grants. 

'  Washington  and  Georgetown — see  Railway. 

Northwestern — see  Grants.- 

Oakland  and  Ottawa — see  Grants. 

Iron  Mountain — ace  Graiik. 

St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain — see  Grants. 

Northeastern  and  Southwestern — see  GrnntJ. 

f Gainsvillc  ard  Missis.tlppi — see  Grants. 

^^K      Sunbury  and  Erie — see  Grants. 

^^B     Port  Huron  and  Lake  Michigan — see  Grants. 

^^*      Alabama  and  Tennessee — see  Grants. 

Memphis  and  Charleston — see  Grants. 

Indiana  and  Illinois-Central — see  Grants. 

Western  Border — see  Grontj. 

Wills  Valley — see  Gronb. 

Cohabo  Valley — see  Grants. 
Railroad  iron,  bill  to  give  credit  to  importers  of,  70 

(See  Duty.) 
R«i!roads,  an  act  to  enable  the  States  of  Missouri, 

»  Arkansas,  and  Mississippi,  to  apply  a  por- 
tion of  the  swamp  lands  granted  to  each  re- 
Bpeclively,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
St.  Louis,  Helena,  and  New  Orleans 860 
resolutions  relating  to  the  power  of  Congress 
as  regards  the  construction  of. 38,  42 

(See  Cranto.) 
Railway,   European  and  North  American — see 

Gran<3. 
Railway  Company,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  and  George- 
town  1496 

IRallston,  George  J.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .1993,  1995 
Randon,  John,  deceased,  bill  for  the  reUef  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 2111 
Ransom  of  Ameriuin  citizens,  bill  avttliorizing  the 
payment,  by  the  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  certain  drafts  drawn  by  Lieutenant  De- 
mtnt  for  the,  prisoners  of  the  Indians  of 
Queen  Charlotte  Island,  anil  for  other  pur- 
poses   492,  2111 
Raoul,  Gaston  T.,  act  for  the  relief  of 1834, 
1916, 1994  1995  2033 
Rawson,  Zclin,  bill  for  relief  of'.  .1728, 1992, 1995 
Raybourn.Sini'l  J.,  bill  for  relief  of,  424,479,  481 
Raymond,  Wnrren,  bill  for  the  relief  of. ...  1588, 

11991,1995,2143 
Ready,  Charles,  a  Representative  from  Tennes- 
see  2,  123, 
195,  257,  271,  298,  .394, 1197,  1249,  LWl, 
1560,  1574,   1586,  1838,  1861,  1873,  2002 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill. .  .502,  536,  539 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C. 
Russell 17.57 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1099 
remarks  on  the  Nebiaska  and  Kansas  bill,  1209 
(See  .Ijipendijc.) 
Recess  in  the  session,  resolutions  of  the  Senate 

[irovidingYor  a 1348,  1577,  1782 

Reciprocity  treaties,  joint  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  to  give  the  requisite  notice  for 
terminating  our,  of  commerce  and  navigation 

in  certain  cases 684 

Reddick,  Nathaniel,  administrator  of  Kichard 
Taylor,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of;  1495, 

1867,  1837 


Red  river,  resohuions  relating  to  raft  of,  1428,2139 
Reese,  David  A.,  a  Representative  from  Georgia, 
2,  601,  1332,  1341,  1873,  1949,  2038,  2140 
Reference  of  memorials — see  Change  of. 

Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insiituiior. 6G 

annual  report  of  the 2041,  2075 

Registers,  new — see  John  Duttnn;  Memta;  El  Par- 
aguay; Jlmelia;  Hallowell;  Glamorgan;  Jlcces' 
sory  Transit  Company. 
Remission  of  Duties — see  Duties. 
Retired  list — see.^rini/. 
Reservations — see  GitnJer,  Charles  G. 

bill  to  purchase  the  Sioux,  half-breed  reserva- 
tion on  Lake  Pepin,  in  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota  182 

bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the 
land  reserved  for  salt  springs  therein . . .  .205, 

220,  2141 

bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 

relief  of   the   inhabitants   on    the    reserved 

township  in  Gibson   county,  in  the  State  of 

Indiana,  approved  August  11,  1842 280 

act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on   lands  reserved 

for  railroad  purposes 471, 

500,  699,  711,  738,  806 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 712,  713 

Mr.  Cobb 712 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  699, 700, 712, 713 

Mr.  Orr 699,  700,  711,  712,  713,  714 

Mr.  Singleton 714 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 714 

Mr.  Straub 712 

bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  school  districts 
in  lieu  of  sixteenth  sections  within  the  limits 
of  the  twelve  miles  square  reservation  in  the 

State  of  Alabama 848,  1348,  1371 

act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  reserved  lands,  and 

for  other  purposes 1641,  1642,  2138 

bill  to  authorize  the  partition  of  the  Alleghany 
and  Cattaraugus  reservations,  in  the  Slate  of 

New  York 1915 

Revenue,  bill  to  authorize  and  direct  the  payment 
of  certain  moneys  into  the  treasury  of  the 
State  OT  California,  which  were  collected  in 
the  ports  of  said  Slate  as,  on  imports  since 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  pence  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico, and  prior  to  the  admission  of  said  State 

into  the  Union 88,1371 

(See  J9«tiej.) 

Revenue  cutters,  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  or 

construction  of  four  additionol,  and  for  other 

purposes.  .298,  1405,  1464,  1476,  1654,  1944 

Revenue   laws.  Joint   resolution   authorizing  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  expenses 

of  codifying  and  revising  the 40, 

45,  48,  50,492,  632,  771,  806,  853 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Curtis .'. a  ...  .50 

Mr.  Houston 683,  684,  77 1 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania 682, 

6S3,  684,  771 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 6«3,  684 

Mr.  McMullin 684 

Mr.  Peckham 683,  684 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 683, 684 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  the  Committee 

on 34 

Revolutionary  Claims,  the  Committee  on 34 

discharged  from  subjects. . .  .75,  245,  437, 1587 

resolutions  of  instructions  to 285 

bills  reported  from 348, 

437,  1368,  1372,  1495,  1496,  1587,  1916 

adverse  reports  from 1495,  1.587 

reports  from 1496 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  the  Committee  on.. .  .34 

adverse  reports  from 256, 

297,  13G8,  1369,  1496,  1727,  1728,  1833 

resolutions  of  instruction  to. 286 

bills  reported  from , 297, 

1368,  1496,  1.587,  1727,  2111,  2142 

reports  from 1369,  1496,  1727,  1915,  21)76 

discharged  from  subjects 1496, 1497,  1727 

Rhode  Island,  resolutions  passed  by  the  General 

Assembly  of 287, 17,50 

Rhodes,  Thomofl,  act  for  relief  of,  907, 1420, 1866 

Rice,  Henry  M.,  a  Delegate  from  Minnesota.  .2, 

88,182,564,757,7,58,1033,1037,1039,1432 

resolutions  bv 88,  182 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill .1)70 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  preiirnption  rights 

over  unsurveyed  lands  in  the  Territory  of 

Minnesota 1114 


Rice,  Henry  M.,a  Delegate  from  Minnesota — 
CotUinved, 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad..  .565 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  certain  titles 
to  lands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  1034,1036 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .1797 
Richardson,  William  A.,  a  Representative  from 

Illinois 2,5, 

6,7,  16,34,35,37,38,42,43,63,64,70,75, 
101,  140,  158,  172,  173,  182,  201,  202,203, 
3.50,  396,  .397,  427,  451,  4,53,  454,  542,561, 
562,  564,  572,  5t<2,  591,  .592,  .593,  602,612, 
613,  629,  679,  680,  681,  700,  873.  874,884, 
885,  893,  957,  960,  1030,  1031,  1051,  1052, 
1078,  1091,  1119,1129,  11.30,1131,  1132, 
1142,  1143,  1165,  1166,  1168,  1169,  1170, 
1171,  1172,  1174,  1177,  1178,  1179,  1182, 
lias,  1184,  1185,  1186,  1190,  1191,  1193, 
1196,  1209,  1210,  1222,  1229,  12.33,  1237, 
1240,  1242,  1243,  1244,  1245,  1246,  1247, 
1249,  1345,  1.540,  1562,  1606,  1653,  1672, 
1873,  1886,  2024,  2031,  2075,  2107,  2132 

resolutions  by 6,  492,  957 

remarks  on  the  right  of  Sefior  Gallegos  to  a 

seat  in  the  House 62,63,491,492 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon 53,  54 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 129,  1.54 

remarks  on  the  bill  constituting  Quinry,  Illi- 
nois, a  port  of  delivery 203,  204,  205 

remarks  on  the  deficiency'bill 388 

remarks  concerning  the  railroad  riots  at  Erie, 

Pennsylvania. .  i 101,  237 

remarks  relating  to  a  proposed  correction  of  the 

Reports 443,  444 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill,  52, 419,  502, 503 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill (i64,  665 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  organization  of  Nebraska  and   Kansas, 
701,  7)2,  703,  760,  761 
remarks  on  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota in  the  construction  ofa  railroad,  564,  565, 
567,  568,  569,  572,  576,  577,578,579,  582, 
583,  584,  585,  586,  587,  588,  589,  590,  591 
remarks  concerning  adjournment  sine  die,  1576 
remarks  relating  to  the  bill  providing  for  certain 
roads  in  Nebraska  and  VVashington. .  ..1671 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  Wisconsin 

for  railroad  purposes 470,  472, 473,  500 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  Minnesota  in  the  con- 
struction ofa  railroad  therein 1120 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  294, 

,  295,  296,  297,  1051,  1128,  1132, 

1142,    11.53,    1160,    1161.    1162, 

1187,  1189,1196,1236,1254,1255 

(See  Jlpfcndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
Oregon  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, &c.,  &c 1117,  1118 

remarks  relating  to  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent vetoing  the  river  and  harbor  bill.  .2221, 
2222,  2223,  2224 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1677, 

1678,  1680,  1687 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  roads 

in  New  Mexico 562,  563 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pnr- 

poscs nil,  1112 

Richmond,  Rev.  James  C,  proceedings  relating 

to  the  imprisonment  of,  abroad 10.58 

Reddick,  Colonel  Willis,  deceased,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of 437, 

1500,  1862 
Riddle,  Gcoree  Read,  a  Representative  from  Del- 
aware  3, 

19,  22,  80,  93,  180,  244,  378,  4.38,  875, 
1174,  1239,  1360,  1873,  2024,  2105,  2130 

resolutions  by ^. ..  .22,  844 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 299, 

300,  323,  324,  393 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill.... 651, 

652,  654,  1275,  1292 

remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  citizens 

of  Delaware  relative  to  the  guuno  trade,  1370 

Ridgley,  William  G.,  act  for  the  relief  of. .  .1372 

Rights — see  .Vt«(roti;  .■>fnri/im«. 

Rio  Honda  claims,  act  to  revive  the  act  approved 

.3d  March,  1823,  and  act  approved  26th  May, 

1824,  supplementary  ihereto,  in  reference  to 

the,  and  to  said  land  in  Louisiana 285) 

1727, 1992, 1995,  2033,  91 14 
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-Bitehey,  Thoraas,  a   Representative  from  Ohio, 

2,  1129,  1171,  1S73 

Ritchie,  David,  a  Representinive  from    Pennsyl- 

VBi>i«..2,  115,  137,  297,298,414.416,084, 

685,  910,    1173.    1354,    1364,  1370,  1425, 

1432,  1446,  1469,1682,  1830,  1873,  2001 

resolution  by 413 

remarl<8  concerning;  the  railroad  riots  at  Erie, 

PeDDSylvania 100, 

101,232,233,  235,  236,  237 

remarki  on  the  deficiency  bill 371,  382 

eniarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill. . ,  .652 

remarka  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 783 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  sale  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails  of  the   United  States  upon 

railroads 298,  305 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1075 

River  and  harbor  bill — see  I'ubiic  JFoiAj,  &,-e. 
Rivers  and  hiirbors,  considerntion  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Wnr,  transmitiin;  a  memo- 
randum exidanatory  of  the  estimates  for,  101, 

136 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell 138,  139 

Mr.  Dunbar 137,  V.iS 

Mr.  Ewing 101,  137,  138, 139,  140 

Mr.  Fuller 136,  139 

Mr.  Grey 139 

Mr.  Houston 136,137,  1.38 

Mr.  Hunt. 138. 139,  140 

Mr.  Millson 136, 1.37,  138 

Mr.  Weiuwprth,of  Illinois..  138,  139, 140 
bill   to  amend  an^  ant  making  an  appropriation  [ 
for   the   improvement   of  certain,   approved 

AugustSO,  1852 1371 

Rivers,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and 

Ohio 87 

Road,  bill  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  mil- 
itary, from  Myrtle  Creek  to  Scotisburg,  in 

Oregon  Territory 46, 

140,  1115,  1432,  1641,  1680 
bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  military, 

in  the  Territory  of  Utah 10.31, 

1116,1432,1641 
(See  Cumberland  Road;  Post  Roads.) 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  Committee  on 34 

discharged  from  subjects 297 

bills  reported  from 397,  1370 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 844 

Roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  bill  for  the 
construction  of,  for  military  and  other  pur- 
poses  88 

bill  making  further  appropriations  for  continu- 
ing the  construction  of,  in  accordance  with 
theestimaiea  made  by  the  Wor  Depariment, 
182,  562,  1031, 1051,  1041,  1672,  1715 
Roads  and  wells  in  theTerritory  of  New  Mexico, 

act  for  the  coustruclion  of  certain 562, 

1030,  1641, 1680 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Kaulkner 562,563 

Mr.  Leicher. 563 

Mr.  Phillips 563,  564 

Mr.  Richardson 562,  563 

Roads,  bill  for  the  construction  of  military,  in  the 

■  Territory  of  Washington 1322 

bill  for  the.  construction  of  military,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska 1341 

act  making  appropriations  for  the  construction 
of  certain  military,  in  the  Territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Woshiiigton....l652,  1671,  1886 
Robbine,  John,  a  Representative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  2,  16,  36,  142,  173, 

231,  392,  393,  411,  414,  428,  454,  463,  724, 
960,  1000,  1210,  1297,  13.33,  1378,  1392, 
1446,  1470,  1536,  1.594,  1606,  1615,  1624, 
1674,  1785, 1833,  18G7,  1871,  1873,  1887, 
2002,  2112,  2113,  2117,  2130,  2139,  2143 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  a  section  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bdl  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  ia54 924, 

925,  926,  927,  928,  929,  933,  934,  935,  9,36 
remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1471,  2026 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  1954,  1956 
Robinson,  Beverly — see  Duer,  IfWiiam  J]. 
Roberts,  Benjamin  S.,  bill  explanatory  of  the  net 
entitled  an  ocl  for  relief  of,  67,  188,  219,  228 
Rock  Island  and  Des  Moiner  rapids,  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  bill  fur  the  further  improve- 
ment of  the 7,  45 

Rock  River  rapids — see  JUissufijipi  River. 
Rodman,  William  R.-^see  Morgan,  Charltt  If*. 


Aogers,  Sion  H.,  a  Representative  from   North 

Carolina 2,  436,  437, 

673,  676,  963,  1241,  1242,  1727, 1873  1991 

resolution  by.... 1762 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  equally  to  the 

several  States,  for  public  purposes. .1013, 1014 

(See^fpendix.) 

Rogue  Kiver  war,  in  Oregon,  bill  to  authorize  the 

Secretary  of  War  to  settle  and   adjust  the 

expenses  of  the 7, 

140,  1031,  1115,  1432,  1641,  1680 
Roman,  A.  B.,  of  Louisiana,  bill   for  the  rtlitf 

of 1371,1586,1680 

Rose,  James — see  HaUotcell. 

Rowe,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of 203, 

269,  272,  333,  1443,  1450 

RQwe,Peler,  a  Representative  from  New  York. .2, 

19,  183,  906,  11.30,  i:>01,  1587, 1590, 

1G82,  1715,  1760,  la63,  1871,  1873, 

1915,  2030,  2038,  2058,  2134,  2143 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1291,  1292 

Ruffui,  Thomas,  a   Representative  from   North 

Carolina 2, 

1175,  1180,  1371,  1727,  1760,2111,2223 
Rules  of  the  House,  proceedings  in  regard  to.. 2,  3 

propositions  for  amendments  of  the 35, 

87,  284,  715,  825 
suspension  of  the  joint,  for  the  remainder  of  the 

session 2100,  2117 

Rules,  the  Committee  on  the 34 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 87,  285 

reports  from 2t>6,  715 

Russell,  Gilbert  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of 257, 

271,332,1757,1759 
Russell,  Samuel  L.,  a  Repreaeniaiive  from  Pern - 

sylvania 2,  69,  437,  509,  514,  1382, 

1477,  l.Wl,  1726,  1842,  1873,  1995,  2072 

Russell,  Thomas  S.,  act  for  the  relief  of .906, 

1382,  1866,  1886, 1927 
Russell,  William  H. — see  Jones,  John  S. 
Russian  Minister,  death  of,  announced,  and  pro- 

ceedmgs  in  relation  thereto 247 

Rutherford,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1588, 

1991,  1995 
S. 

Sabin,  Alvah,  a  Representative  from  Vermont,  3, 

1873 
Sabine's  Report,  proposition   for  printing  addi- 
tional copies  of 49 

Sage,  Russell,  a  Representative  from  New  York, 
2,  19,  42,  47,  173,  203,  228,  287,  383,  412, 
475,  539,  582,  591,  592,  629,  720,724.895, 
910,912,  933,  934,  935,  954,  963,  1129, 
1132,  1143,  1155,  1161,  1162,  1164,  1165, 
1166,  1167,  1168,  1169,  1170,  1171,  1177, 
1178,  1182,  lla5,  1187,  1189,  1190,  1191, 
1192,  1210,  1222,  1242,  1243,  1244,  1246, 
1247,  1248,  1249,  1254,  1255,  1277,  1424, 
,  1443,  1587,  1589,  1612,  16.53,  1654,  1873, 
2030,2058,2071,2117 

resolution  by 53 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon 53,  54 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 366 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 539 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill.  .1269, 

1276.  1289 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries  and 

Smith 965,  980,  981,  982 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  appropria- 
tion bill 937,  938,  961 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1 163, 

1236 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  letter  postage 

laws  so  as  to  require  prepayment  by  stamps, 

1573 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1695, 

1711,1712 
Salaries — see  Compctualion;  Juaiicei;    Uiah;  Dis- 
trict Jiulgts. 
Salt,  manufacture  of,  call  for  information  in  re- 

fard  to  the 48 
to  repeal  the  duty  on,  all  allowances  to  fish- 
ing vessels,  and  drawbacks  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  pickled  fish 6,85 

Sanford,  Henry  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2140 

San  Francisco,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
the  ITniled  i^tates  who  are  sufferers  by  the 
recent  disasters  on  board  the  steamship,  177 

various  proceedings  relating  to 256,  475 

resolutions  relating  to  the  rescuers  of  the  suffer- 
ers on  board  the  steamship 177, 

183, 187,  847, 1567 


San  Francisco,  rep'T'  of  ihe  joint  committee  on 
the  joint  resDiU""o  relnthig  to  the  Iops  of  the 

steamship 346,  347,  438  i 

bill  for  the  relief  o/*  the  United  Slates  troops  who  i 
were  sufferers  by  (he  recent  disaster  to  the  j 

-  steamship 203,] 

349,  423,  463,  575,  601,  717,  759  ■ 
joint  resolution  manifesting  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress towards  the  officers  nnd  seamen  of  the 
vessels  and  others  engaged  in  the  rescue  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  the 
passengers,  and  the  officers  nnd  crew  of  the 
steamship,  from  perishing  wiih  the  wreck  of 

that  vessel 347,  438,  612,  685, 757,  843 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bissell 438,613     _ 

Mr.  Chandler 438,  612,  613^^ 

Mr.  Hunt 438^1 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 4.38,  BIS^M 

Mr.  McMullin 438,  612,  757^1 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 4.38,  612.  613,  84S^| 

resolution    manifesting   the  sense  of  C'lngresa       ■ 
towards  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  vessels 
and  others  engaged  in  the  rescue  of  the  offi- 
cerx  aiAioldiers  of  the  Army ,  the  passengers, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamship,  , 
from  perishing  with  the  wreck  of  that  vessM, ! 

13731 

Sanger,  William  P.  S.,  act  for  the  relief  of..  .821,  f 

1749,1910,1994,1996,! 

Sapp,  Williom  R.,  a  Representative  from  Ohio,  2,  j 

70,  87,  103,  173,  414,  444,  1014,  1130.  1165,  j 

1168, 1172, 1173, 1174,  1 175, 1247, 1626, 1873 1 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill .  .439 

(See.4/;j)«iidix.) 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1020 
(See  .ippendix. ) 
Savuge,  Joseph, deceased,  bill  fortherelief  of  heirs  ^m 
and  legal  representativTes of,  1368,  1501, 1863  ^| 
Savannah,  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  nf  ob-  ^H 
structinns  in  the  river,  in  the  Slate  of  Geor-  ^V 
gia,  and  for  improvement  of  the  same;  and  to 
reimburse  the  C\ty  Council  of  Savannah  for 
such  sums  as  saiti  city  authorities  may  have 

heretofore  expended  for  that  purpose 76       m 

Schools — see  Land;  Grants;  Reservation):.  ^H 

Scott's  infantry  tactics 1750,  3075  ^H 

Scroggins,  Hannah,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..'..285 ^H 
Scudder,  Zeno,  a  Representative  from  Massacbu-^^^ 

setts ^^V 

resolutions  directing  the  payment  of  per  diem 
and  mileage  to,  and  remarks  thereon....  1463 

Seamen  in  the  merchant  service 75 

Seals,  drawing  for 4 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  annual  report  of  the,  52 
Secretary  of  War,  resolutions  providing   for  the 
investigation  of  certain  charges  against,  679 
Security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  ves- 
sels propelled  in  whole  or   in  part  by  steam, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  August  30, 
1852,  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  better, 
•  J471, 2139 

Seminole  Indians — see  Indi<ms.  _ 

Senators,  joint  resolution  providing  for-the  elee-^H 
tion  of  United  Slates,  by  the  people,  38, 1373^H 
Seneca  Indians — see  Indians.  ^^| 

Settlements — see  Mail  Contracli. 
Sewall,  Robert,  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 

representatives  of  the  late .907 

Seward,  James  L.,  a  Representative  from  Geoi^ 

gia 2,  15,  217,  2,57,  584,  .585,  5D3J 

627,  842,  844,  918,  921,  953,  959,  960, 937 J 
988,  1058,  1073,  1116,  1118.  1119,  1120] 
1164,  1168,  1169,  1172,1178,1179,  1I81J 
1183,  1183,  1375,  1442,  1451,  1455,  14663 
1574,  1585,  1.595,  1652,  1730,  1736,  1796J 
1826,  1873,  1922,  1923,  1945,  2102,  2104 

resolutions  by 75,  J 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  115 

(See  ,1pjiendix. ) 

remarks  on  the  resolution  furnishing  books  to 

new  members 14.52,  14,53,  1454 

rernarks  on  civil  and  diplomaticbill,  1469,  1481  j 
1482,  1483,  1484,  1504,  1505,  1.58;),  IGOfilJ 
1612,  1615,  16-34,  1634,  1640,  2043, 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  ir 

crease  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 194 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent] 

IG4S 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  fol 

carrying  the  mail  by  ocean  steamers,   antf 

.  otherwise. 201 1 ,  9013 

remarksonriverandharborbill,  I697,169<^,  171] 
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Seward,  Jam>fl  L.,  a  Representative  firom  Geor 
g'la. — Contimud. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  purpoa«s, 
1100,  1111,  1U2 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1561, 1502,  15G3 

Seymour,  Calvin  B.,  and  William  Boynton,  sur- 
viving partner  of  the  firm  of  \V.&  H.  Boyn- 
ton, act  for  the  relief  of 1727 

Seymour,  Origen  S.,  a  Representative  from  Con- 
necticut  2,  95, 

202,247,  389,  544,  5«3,  1128, 1177,  1182, 

1197, 1210,  1223,  1267,  1367,  1715,  1873 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1234 

(See  .Ipptndix.) 

Shannon,  Wilson,  a  Representative  from  Ohio,  2, 

1130,  1173,  1760 
Shaw,  Henry  M.,  a  Representative  from   North 

Carolina 2,  36,  1690,  1873 

remarks  on  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 

the  public  lands 1334 

(See  .ii>peudix.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomtf^  bill... 2067 
Ship's  position  at  sea — see  Stimner,  Thomas  H. 
Shipwreck  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  bill 
for  the  better  preservation  of  life  and  property 

from 1559,  1787,  2076,  2139 

Shower,  Jacob,  a  Representative  from  Maryland, 

2,  1495,  1873 
Shrevepsrt,  Louisiana — ^see  Ports  of  Dcliveiy. 

Sigler,  Isaac  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1497, 

1869,  1887 
Silver  creek,  New  York — see  Ports  of  Entry. 
Simmons, George  A.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  113, 

183,510,  1117,  1196,1243,  1873,  2063 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 368 

remarks  on  the  bill  indemnifying  the  State  uf 
Indiana  for  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  town- 
ship of  land 404 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 521 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad... 573 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. ..1142 
(See  ^1i>ptn<iix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in'Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1095 

Simmons,  Seneca  G.,  act  for  relief  of.  .1372, 1728 
Simonlon,  Isaac  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of 69,  141,  142,906,963 

Simons,  Priscilla  C,  act  for  the  relief  of 163, 

168,  439,  480,  1499,  1501,  1559 
Simonds,  Lewis  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1497, 

1869, 1887,  2013 
Simpson,  C»plnin  George,  of  Galveston,  bill  fnr 

the  relief  of 102, 

141,  267,  330, 1428,  1730,  1737,  1834,  1924 

Singleton,  Otho  R.,  a  Representative  from  Mis- 

"sissippi,  2,  87,  1.359,  1365,  1915,  1924,  1996 

resoluyons  by 1915,  1924 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on 

lands  reserved  for  railroad  purposes 714 

remarks  on  our  relations  with  Spain 1392 

(See  .Ipjiendix.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1468, 

1469,  1479,  1480 

Skelton,   Charles,  a   Representative  from  New 

Jersey 2,22,  48,52,70,71,  110,  114, 

J25,  126, 142,  180,  228.  .330,  602,  617,  738, 
757,  910,  962, 1030, 1180, 1374, 1408, 1420, 
1433,  1500,  1501,  1559,  1670,  1731,  1861, 
1862,  1863,  1871,  1872,  2076,  2099,  2139 

resolution  by 113 

remarks  relating  to  printing  extra  copies  of  the 

Census  report : 161 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .325,  373,  374 

remaiks  on  the  homestead  bill 419 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  Slate 
of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes..". .  .471, 

472,  498 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 913,  915 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill...  1273, 

1276,  1277 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  depu- 
ty postmasters 1387 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  1480, 

1482,  1486,2051,2052,2072 

remarks  relating  to  closing  tiie  debate  on  the 

Mexican  treaty  bill 1524 

renr.arks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adolphus 
Mier&  Co.... ..,....«.. 1731 


Skelton,   Charles,    a  Representative  from  Ntw  I 
Jersey — Conliuued. 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1764,1827 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  certain  titles 

to  lands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians 1036 

remorks  on  the  bill  to  rep^ilate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1951, 

1952,  1953 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  K. 

Jenka  and  others 1755,  1756,  1757 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

light-houses,  buoys,  &c 1714 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the   mails  by  ocean  steamers  and 

otherwise 2002 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill..  1919, 
2124,  2125,  2126,  2128,  2129,  2130 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1691, 

1692,  1696 

Slacum,  William  A.,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  personal  representatives  of...  .1372,  2109 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 245 

Slave  trade  in  American-built  vessels,  bill  for  the 

more  effectual  suppression  of  the 2139 

Slavin,  Parmelitt,  widow  of  John  Blue,  deceased, 

bill  for  the  relief  of 256,  271,  272 

Small  notes,  act  to  suppress  the  circulation  of,  as 
a  currency,  in  the  Districtof  Columbia. .121, 

142,  2107 

Smith,  Elliot,  William  C.  Green,  and  Nathaniel 

Parnsworth,  act  for  the  relief  of.  .2139,  2140 

Smith,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C,  of  Missouri,  act  for 

the  relief  of. 365,  397,  423,  479,  481,  490 

Smith,   Mrs.   Frances,   of  South   Carolina,   act 

granting  an  increase  of  pension  to 1727 

Smith,  Francis  Pettit,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .1354, 

1370,  1865 

Smith,  Gerrit,  a  Representative  frohi  New  York, 

2,   35.   72,   173,    193,  205,  837,  1441, 

1540,  1737,  1749, 1860, 1888,  1993, 1995 

resolution  by 182 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 70,  133 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill.. 367 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill .461 

(See  Jlpjiendix.) 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill . . .  .653 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  President's  message..  .72,  90 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 828,  829 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road  567,568 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs, 

&c.,  of  Richard  W.  Meade 970,  1599 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill ■ 1334,  1342 

(See  .ippendix.) 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill 860 

(See  ."//j/jenrfix.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1.507, 

2058,  2062 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  postage  law 

as  affecting  newspaper  postage 1780 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  1917, 1918 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  rates  of  post- 
age  1405 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 

surveyor  general  in  New  Mexico 1071 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  th*  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1094 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of 

the  Mexican  treaty 1541 

(See.^ppenrftx.) 
Smith,  Jeremiah  M.-^see  Jeffries,  James. 

Smith,  Joseph,  act  for  the  relief  of. 906,  19)6 

Smith,  Larkin,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

1495,  1867,  1887 
Smith,  Sitmuel  A.,  a  Representative  from  T«rn- 

nessee 2,415,953,  1181,  1368, 

1444,  1495,  1572,  1576,  1677,  1860,  1861 

resolutions  by 98,  415 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Brookins  Camp- 
bell   .98 

remarks  on  the  bill  confirming  a  land  claim  in 
Louisiana,   known    as    the    Fleurian   claim, 

1860,  1861 
remark*  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill 856 

{S»a  JlppnuUa.) 


Smith,  William,  a  Representative  from  Virgmia, 
2,  4,  16,  36,  37,  38,  89,  71,  168,  189,  218,  . 
256,  350,  397,  404,  427,  592,  593,  626, 629, 
650,  685,  699,  703,  714,  737,  772,807,  845, 
934,  935,  960,  980,  1001,  1002,  1031,  1076, 
1143,  1166,  1167,  1178,  1179,  1182,  1185, 
11S9,  1233,  1387,  1420,  1600,  1640.  1653, 
1714,  1715,  1762,  1784,  18.34,  1862,  1863, 
1864,  186.5,1869,1870,  1871,  1873,  1874, 
1890,  1987,  1989,  1991,  1993,  1994,  1996, 
2002,  2076,  2104,  2106,  2108,  2112 

resolntions  by 202,  229,  825,  2112 

remarks  relative  to  being  excused  from  com- 
mittee service 63 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks,  &c.i  to 

Captain  Ingraham 132, 

133,  134,  135,  152,  1.53,  154,  157 
remarks  on  the  bill  constituting  dluincy,  Illi- 
nois, a  port  of  delivery 2«3,  204,  205 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 382,  387 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 4.59, 

461 ,  462,  522,  523,  526,  527, 

528i  530,  537,  538,  539,  540 

remarks  relating  to  the  Wisconsin  railroad  bill, 

626,  628,  629 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill 656, 

661,  667,  670,  673,  1272,  1389,  1290, 

1292,  1293,   1295,  1296,  12^7,  1315 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  relating  to  bids 

for  naval  supplies 678,  679 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  codifying  and  re- 
vising the  revenue  laws 6e3,  684 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill,  K29,  830,  831 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  dep- 
uty pohtmaslers 842 

remarks  relative  to  permitting  Mr.   Benton  to 

speak  beyond  the  lime  limited  by  the  rules, 

987,  988,  989 

remarks  in  reply  to  personal  remarks  of  Mr. 

Qiddings 1017,  1019 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  iheTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .586 
remarks  relating  to  the  announcement  in   the 
House  of  the  death  of  Hon.  John  F.  Snod- 

grass 1388 

remarks  on  books  fornew  members 1454 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 

Mackay 1734,  17.35,  1736 

remarks   relating   to    the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Daniel  Steenrod 1751 

remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1797, 1798, 

1799,  1800,  1801,  1804,  18U5,  1826,  1828 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. .  1891 

remarks  relating  to  a  correction  of  the  Journal 

*in  the  case  of  the  Major  Swan  bill 2U00, 

<  2001, 2002 

remarks,  personal  and  explanatory 2139 

remarks  on   the  bill    to  -regulate  the  pay  and 

increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army. . .  .1946, 

1948,  1951,  1952 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 

bill,  1468, 1469,  1470, 1485, 1486, 1502,  1589, 

1590,  1607,  1608,  1625,  1034,  2031,  2032, 

2035,2043,  2056,  2057,  2061,  2070,  2073 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent, 

1643,  1649,  1729,  1730 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Wisconsin 

for  railroad  purposeP,  467,  468,  469,  499,511 

remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and  telegraph 

bill 1352,  1353 

remarks  on  the  Military  Academy  apprcpriation 

bill 940,941,  961,  9(i2 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeffries  and 

Smith 965,  982 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  contract  for 
transportation   of  the  mails  between    New 

Orleans  and  Sap  Francisco 858, 

872,  873,  898,  899 

remarks  on  the  navel  appropriation  bill.  .1918, 

1920, 1921,  1924,  2128 

remarks  on  the  Nebraskaand  Kansas  bill,  1014 

(See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  postage  law  as 
affecting  newspaper  posiage,  1683,  1684,  1086 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1079, 

1689,  1712,  2123 
remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,  2137 
remarks  on  the   bill  to  eslablish  the  olSce   of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses   1092 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
,  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with 
U         Mexico 1521,1541,1548^1549,  i56i2 
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Smith,  William  Q.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1860, 
1993, 1995,  2(106,  2033 
Smith,  William  R.,  a  Kepiesentative  from  Ala- 
bama  2,  4,  36,  38,  206,  285,  2222 

resolutions  by 3d 

remarks  on  the  resolmions  of  thnnks,  &<•-.,  to 

CapUin  Ingrahnm,  70, 130, 131, 132, 135, 136 

remarks-on  New  York  politics. .  .191, 192,  194 

^miihsonian  fund,  proceedings  in  regard  to,  114 

Imiihsoniiin  Institution,  memorial  from  the. ..601 

(See  Hrgtnh.) 
Broylh,  tieorge  W.,  n  Representative  from  Tex- 

■      as 2,  139,  572 

>  resolutions  by 2t!J6,  415 

Snodgrass,  John  F  ,  a  Representative  from  Vir- 

Kini.1 2,  1189,  1243 

I  death  of,  announced 1364 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Faulkner 1364 

Mr.  Letcher 1365 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginiai .1388 

resolution  directing  the  payment  to  the  widow 

of,  his  dues  for  per  diem  and  mileage..  .1403 

Snodgrass,  Thomas,  act  for  the  relief  of. . .  1372, 

1587,  1870,  1887,  1928 

Snow,  Henry  J.,  of  Rome,  New  York,  bill  for 

the  relief  of.... 102,208,272,333,2103,2114 

Solar  compass,  bill  to  enable  the  United  States  to 

make  use  of  the,  in  the  public  surveys.  .415, 

612,  871 
Soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  sundry  proceeilings 

relating  to  the .533 

Sollers,  Augustus  R.,  a  Representative  from  Ma- 
ryland   2,  42,  246, 

580.  602,606, 11.30,  1728, 1797, 1859, 1891, 
1898,  1957,  1989,  2024,  2036,  2040,  2041 

resolutions  by 521,2040 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Elijah  Beebe, 

603,  605,  606 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .1917, 
1918,  1921, 1923 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 19.52 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2054, 
2056,  20.58,  2075 
Somerville,  Dr.  William,  deceased,  act  for  ihe  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of. .  .121, 140 
^..South  Carolina — see  Indians. 
Southmayd,'  Horace,  &  Sun,  act  for  the  relief  of, 

1372, 1915 
Southwest  Pass — see  Mississippi  river. 
Spain,  Charge  d 'Affaires  or,  near  this  Govern- 
ment, communication  from  the 561 

proposition  to  place  ten  million  dollars  at  the 
disposal  of  the  President  during  ihe  recess  of 
Congress,  to  enable  him  to  protect  tht  tran- 
quillity and   honor  of  the  United  States,  in 

tlie  existing  ditficulties  with 1945 

Speaker's  messenger 10 

~  loliations,  bill  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
American  citizens  for,  committed  by  France 

prior  to  1801 87,  121,426,500,  1131 

Staflord,  Aaron,  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 258,  271,  272,  333,  893 

'^Blanton,   Frederick   P.,   a    Representative  from 

Tennessee 2,  4, 

14,  1.5,  57.  58,  90,  123,  125,  128,  142,  143, 
171,173,  187,  188,  480,  491,  492,  .'132,  541, 
572,6(16,610,  629,  037,  049,  679,  681,  701, 
703,  744,  875,  885,  895,  909,  912,  1130, 
1161,  1353,  1355,  ]:i07,  1372,  1495,  1585, 
1.58C,  1588,  1000,  1642,  1728,  1738,  1915, 
1916,  1924,  1995,  2093,  2100,  2111,  2138 

resolutions  by 4,  123, 

128,  25te,  286,  606,  846,  1277,  1715,  1728 

remarks  on  the  motion  to  refer  and  print  the 

communication  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 

relating  to  the  distribution  of  documents  in 

certain  cases .' 94 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks,  &c.,  to 

Captain  Ingrahnm 131, 132 

remarks  on  ilie  bill  to  regulate  the  disbursement 

of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 164 

remarks  on  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 

railroad  bill 213,  214,  215 

remarks  on  the  homentead  bill 544 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  Stale 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 469 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill.. .  .653,  657,  0.')8, 

007,  670,  671.  674,  1274,  1275,  1277,  1320 

remarks  concerning  the  bill  to  provide  a  post 

office  and  court-hou.'e  in  Philadelphia  ...724 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 805, 

H)7,  628,  830 


Stanton,   Frederick   P.,  a   Representative   from 
Tennessee — Continued. 
remarks  on  the  act  concerning  the  United  Suiles 

courts  ill  Calironiin 171 

remark.^  on  Ihe  lull  providing  accommodation 

for  the  United  States  courts  in  Massachusetts, 

New  York,  and  Pennsylvania. . .  .1792,  1793 

remarks  on  the  investigation  of  the  Minnesota 

land  bill  case 2098,2099 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent, 

1048,  1049 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. ..1805 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1410, 1506, 

1507,  1508,  1.509, 1607,  1008,  1009, 

1015,  1033,  1038,2042,  2043,2044, 

2049,  2050,  2055,  20.58,  2002,  2096 

remarks  on  the  bill  nioking  appropriations  for 

carrying  Ihe  mails    by  ocean  steamers  and 

otherwise 2006,  2009 

remarks  on  ihe  bill  to  defray  the  expenses  grow- 
ing out  of  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Mar- 
tha Washington 874 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  1918, 1919, 

1920,1923,2125,2120, 

2127,  2128,  2129,  2130 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1234 

(See  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  bill  to  amend  the  letter  postage  law 
so  as  to  require  prepayment  by  stamps,  1573 

remaks  on  the  Post  Office  bill 2115,  2116 

Stanton,  Richard  H.,  a  Representative  from  Ken- 
tucky  2,  4,  7,  16,  40.  46,  57,  61,  95, 

100,  111,  115,  142,  160,  162,  187,  219,301, 
304,  415,  454,  475,  488,  .572,  556,  611,  637, 
771,  1130,  1222,  1297,  1311,  1321,  1333, 
1341,  1345,  1354,  1361,  1382,  1427,  1444, 
1452,  1476,  1496,  1574,  1588,  1052,  1053, 
1914,  1915,  2041,  2042,  2071,  2075,  2142 

resolutions  by 40, 100,  414,  1312 

remaiks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  bind- 
ing of  public  documents 42,  43 

remarks  relating  to  the  resolution  and  report  on 
printing  additional  copies  of  the  Census  re- 
port  ■ 157,  153,  161 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  of  the  late  S.  S.  Prentiss 228 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Patent 

Office  report 418 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 311, 

320,  321,  374,  375,  380,  381 
remarks  relating  to  the  contested  seat  of  the 

Delegate  from  New  Mexico 491 

remarks  on  the  (secxind)  deficiency  bill,  653,  600, 
073, 1209, 1270, 1271, 1272, 1273, 1274, 
1275,  1277,  1289,  1290,  1291,  1292, 
1293,   1294,   1317,   1318,   1319,   1344 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 834 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  print- 
ing of  Herndon  &  Gibbon's  reports 907 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  extra  copies 

of  the  Treasury  report  on  banks 1324 

remarks   relating   to    the   construction    of    the 

Washington  water-works 1395 

remarks  concerning  military  superintendence  of 

civil  works 1397,  1399,  1401 

remarks  concerning  the   right  of  Hon.  Mike 

Walsh  to  a  seat 1444,  1445,  1446 

remarks  relating  to  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  National  Armories,  Public  Build- 
ings, &c 2109,  21 10 

remtyknon  A i  my  appropriation  bill,  17 12, 17 13, 
1704,  1795,  1797,  1798,  1799,  1802,  1828 
(See  Jlppendix  ) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .1485, 

1503, 1505, 1590, 1608, 1609, 1610, 1012. 1014, 

1634, 2028, 2031,  2033, 2035, 2030, 2061, 2070 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .1918 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1093, 

1097,  1098 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,  2115 

.remarks  on  the  bill  toauiiiorize  an  increase  of 

force  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 

Public  Printing 220,  3.50 

Staples,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of 102, 

267,  330,  333,  1785 
State  Department,  communications  from  the,  50, 

75,  172,  659 

Stationery  for  reporters i .  ..38 

Statistics — 

lond .502,  514,  533,  579,  850,  851,  914 

appropriations  for  roads 5(>3 

postal 8,38,  839,  840,  981,  1407,  1423,  1782 

time  made  by  California  steamers 1434 


Steamers — see  Matt>;  Oceans;  Semrily,  Sfe. 
Steam-frigates,  rt-jf^n  of  officers  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  the  failure  of. G9j 

bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  six  firatif 
class,  and  for  other  purposes.  ...69,179,477J 
488,  758,  772, 788,  803,  825,  849,  857,  871 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  828,  829,  830, 1 

Mr.  Benton 803,  80| 

Mr.  Bocock 488,  4I-9,: 

772,  788, 789, 804, 805,  806, 803,J 
825,  826,827,828,829,  830,  aif 

Mr.  Campbell 48^ 

Mr.  Chandler 807,825. 

Mr.  Clingman 78 

803,  804,  808,  809,  826,  827,  828,  829j 

Mr.  Cobb 820,  827,  ( 

Mr.  Cumming 800, 828,  ( 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island 78 

789,  80.5. 

Mr.  Dean 807,  828,  829, 830, 1 

Mr.  Farley ■ 

Mr.  Florence 490,  826,  827.  i 

Mr.  Fuller 

Mr.  Grow 

Mr.  Henn 829,1 

Mr.  Houston 759,  788,  789,  826,  838' 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  489, 490, 809,829 

Mr.  Lyim 772,806,831 

Mr.  Matteson 827,  830,  832,  f 

Mr.  Milleon 828,1 

Mr.  McMullin 

Mr.  Orr 490,  830, 1 

Mr.  Peckham 

M  r.  Phillips .806,  807,  I 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Pennsylvania 79 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 828,829 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 829,  830,  831 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky 834 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tenn.  .805,  807,  828,  830 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio . . .  .489, 827, 828,  i'  ' 

Mr.  Walsh 8S29,( 

Mr.  Wells 

Mr.  Wheeler 

Steamships,  act  to  establish  a  lineof,  between  San 
Francisco  and  Shanghai,  in  China,  toucbir 
at  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Japan..  ..17' 
Steen,  John,  bill  for  therelief  of,  1588, 1991,  W§ 
Steenrod,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . 

270,331,  1750,  17.59,  1801,  2105,  211| 
Stephens,  Alexander  H.,a  Representative  fron' 

Georgia 2, 

4,  6,  13,  37,  38,  43,  390,  .397,  439,  CH 
629,  986,  989, 1014, 1015, 1039, 1109,  US 
1130,1143,1144,1156.   1161,  1183,  US 
1188.  1191,  1236,  1243,  1.379,  1397,   143| 
1436,  1449,  1452,  1463,  14()8,  1477,  158 
1589,  1.599,  1600,  2013,  2041,  2139,  214 

resolution  by 

remarks  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Cos 
niittee  of   Ways  and    Means  to  employ  a 

clerk 41,44,  45,  49 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 410,  411,  41 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill. .  .590,  547, , 
remarks  on  (second)  deficiency  bill,  1268,  12 
remarks  relating  to  the  Minnesota  land  bill  < 

2098, i 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  remove  the  ClerS 

of  the  House 2101 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly 
service  between  the  Atlantic  States  and 

Francisco 14 

remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  1483,  IS 
1506,  1507,  1589,  2028,   2030,  2031.  203 
2040,  .2053,  2054,  2055,  2058,  2072.  2()1 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  444, 

11C2,  1^41 
(See  Jlj)pendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  ofHce  of 

surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  ps 

poses.... 1093,  1094,  1097,  1113,  1114.  U 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  certain  ac 

relating  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general   of 

Oregon ....1080 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  articleof  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1520,  1522,  1 .124 

Stevens,  Hestor  L.,  n  Representative  from  M  ioh- 

igan 2,  415,  562,  803,  1450.  IS-Jj 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  land  office 

the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan  . .  .406.  4l 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Mirv»S" 
liesota  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  there- 
in..1119,  1120,  1121,  1450,  1451,  1452,  1891 
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>  I.  ,a  R«pr««entoiivtfrom  Michi- 

remarks  on  ihe  bill  tn  extrnd  thn  Colt  nalent, 

1643,  1644,  1645,  1647,  1648 

•  bill  mnkln^  apprupriatinnH  for 

liuoye,  &i- 1714 

S.t4'i.:, D.,   Paym«alrr,or    the    Unilpd 

Staiea  Array,  bill  for  the  rtli»f  of 350, 

423,  47H.  481,  490 
Stockton,  Purser  Francis  B.,  act  for  the  relief  of, 

349,  1369.  1864 
SlokHy,  Captain  Nehemiah,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

for  comm  iiaiioii  pay 1368,  1501,  ISti't 

Stoll,  Urban,  act  for  the  relief  of 1455, 

1494,  1915.  1994,  1995,  'J()33 
Slone,  Colonel   John  H.,  and    heirs,  bill   for  the 

relief  of. 437,  48U,  1.500,  1862 

Stnin,  Lieutenant  J.  Q.,and  party — ate  Marshatt, 

Camauxndtr  Edward. 
Stniton,  Nathan  T.,  a  Representaiire  from  New 

Jtntj 2,  475, 

572,893,980,1143.1170,1176,  1181,1242, 
1316,   1736,  1786,  1873,  2000,  2064.  2125 

rMoluiion  by 284 

r«m»rlc»  on  Poet  Office  appropriation  bill,  2113 
StraubfChnstian  M.,  a  Representative  front  Penn- 
sylvania  2.6.  21,  69, 

71.72,903,257.284,412,415.41.^419,4.17,  i 
4W. 677,712,  1171.  1180,  IB73.  2024.  21 12 

rf."  ii  I  M,.H  by 5.48,  229,  412,21.38 

remdikj  on   ihe  death  of  Henry  A.  Mulilen- 

ber- 148 

reiBsrks  reloiin^  to  printing  extra  copies  of  the 

Census  report 161 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  secure  ths  safe  tranainia- 
•inn  of  the  mails  of  the  United  States  upon 

railroads .306 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1210 
(See  .Ippetdiz  ) 

remarks  relative  lo  theoperalionsof  the  pension 
laws  on  Ihe  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  2222, 

2223 

S'.rTT,   T'^'per,   and    George  Terrill,  and    their 

Tes,  act  grnnling  to,  the  risht  of  vkj 

Mr  H  r  lilroad  through  the  reserved  landa  near 

iVie   navy-yard,    Pensacola,    in  the   .Stale  of 

Florida 1698,  2139,  2140 

Siuar!,   Andrew,    a    ReprfRontaiive    from    Ohio, 
2.    162,   268,   297,  4.37.   593.  1131,    1143, 
>"■-.     Mil,   1174,  1175,  1179,  1182,  1192, 
1334,  1245    1247,  1248,  1370, 
-,  1750,  1868,  1916,  1993.   1995 
reaiirkrf  i.n  me  bill  ui  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
n«o!a  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .583 
Stnart,    David,   a    Representative    from    Michi- 
gan  2,  1254.  14.54, 

Jfi-i'.  18.38,  1862,  1871,  1873,  18^19,  1.S91, 
!    ■:.  1956,  1993,  2077,  2119,  2136,  2142 

r  ■  1  by 181 

reowrk.'i  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 

.Mackay 1735 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .l.'iOl, 

1826,  1827,  1829 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  hill.  ..1920, 

1921, 1923 

remarks  OD  eivil  and  diplomatic  bill.  2047,2051, 

2052,  2053,  2060,  2062, 

2063,  2068,  2069,  2073 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1692, 

2122.2123 

remarks  on  Ihe  bill  to  esiablish  the  office  of 

surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  rnr- 

poees.... 1099 

Sommers,  Elizabeth,  act  granting  bounty  lands 
10,  widow  of  Cornelius  Summers,  a  soldier 

in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 1727 

Sumner,  Thomas  H.,  act  for  the  purchase  of  the 
copyright  of  a  work  published  by,  wherein 
he  describes  his  new  method  of  ascertaining 

a  tbip's  position  at  sea 821 , 

1672,  1991,  1905,2033 
Saperiotendent  of  Printing,  communications  from 

itie 201,1364 

bill  authorizing  an   increase  of  the  force  in  the 

ol5-e  of  the 205,  216,  220,  247,  350,  375 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clingman 220,  351 

Mr.  Haven 350,  351 

Mr.  Hibhard 350,  351 

Mr.  Houston ."(.SO 

Mr.  J.>ne»,  of  Tennes.iee 220,  .150,  351 

V,-.  Murray 220,  3.50,  .152 

Mr.  dianuin.of  Kentucky 220,  330 

(8e«Coi<;  Lambom.) 

33b  Congress — 1st  Skssion. 


Surgeons,  bill  exiendinglheprovisions of  the  pen- 
sion nnd  bounty  land  laws  now  in  force  so  as 
to  include,  who  have  served  m  the  Mexican 
war  under  contracts  with  the  cominondanis 

of  regiments 180,258,  1132 

Surgeons' mates  of  the  Army  of  Che  Kevolunon, 

resolution  in  relation  to 1495,  18.59 

Surveys    of  public    lands — see    Solar    Cvmpafs; 
JUinneMla;    Ijond  Offices;    Virgima    Military 
District. 
bill  lo  provide  for  the  resurvey  of  certain  town- 
ships in  the  county  of  William.',  in  the  Stale 

of  Ohio 36 

bill  to  nuihorize  the  President  to  cause  lo  be 
surveyed  the  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  belonging  lo  the  hnlf-breeds  or 
mixed  bloodsof  the  Oacotah  or  Sioux  nation 
of  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes. . .  .1014, 
1114,  1432,  1698,  1715 
joint  resolution  directing  the  connection  of  the 
public  surveys  in  Alabama  with  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  Slates  of  Alabama  and 

Florida 1519,  1561 

Surveyor  ireneral,  of  New  .Mexico,  lull  to  estab- 
lish office  of,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  set- 
tlers therein ,  and  forother  purposes.  848, 103 1 , 
10.54,  1070,  1071,  1430, 
1432,  1615,  1641,  1874 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bifsell 1075,  1076 

Mr.  Campbell 1073,  1074 

Mr.  Cobb...  10.57,  1072,  1073,  1074,  1075 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island 1058 

Mr.  DiHney 1054,  1055,  10.56, 

1057,  105-i,  1071,  1072.  1074.  1075,  1431 

Mr.  KuMlnian 10.57 

Mr.  Giddings 1073,  1074,  1075 

Mr.  Hnveii 1054,  10.56,  1116 

Mr.  Henn 1430,  1431 

Mr.  Houston 1055,  1056 

Mr.  Howe 1057,  1071,1072,1073 

Mr.  Hughes 10.57,  10.58 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 14.10,  1431 

Mr.  Keiti 1073,  1074 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1070,  1074 

Mr.  l.eicher 1056, 1071,  1502 

Mr.  Orr 1054, 

10.56,  1057,  1058,  1071,  1072,  1075 

Mr.  Parker U173,  1074 

Mr.  Phelps 14.10 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 1071 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Tennessee 1054, 

1055,  1056 

Mr.  Wade 1072,  1073 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 1072,  1073 

Mr.  Zollicort'er ]074 

of  the  puijiic  lands  in  Oregon,  &c.,  hill  to  amend 
an  act  opi^roved  September  27, 18.52,  to  create 
an    office    of,  and    also    the  act  amendatory 

thereof,  ap|iroved  February  19,  1853 848, 

1075,  1091,  1431,  1495,  1502.  1671,  1715 
remarks  by — 

M r.  liissell 1076 

Mr.  Cobb 1075,  1076, 

1077,  1078,  1079,  1080,  1081,  1082,  1091 

Mr.  Disnty 1077,1078,  1079,  1081 

Mr.  Henn 1091 

Mr.  Lancaster 1078,  1080, 1081 

Mr.  L«iie,  of  Oregon 1075,  1076, 

1077,  1078,  1079,  1080,  1081,  1082,  1091 

Mr.  Letcher 1076, 

1077,  1078,  1079,  1080,  1091 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia 1080 

of  Utah,  bill  to  establish  an  office  of,  to  grant 
donations  lo  actual   settlers  llierrin,  and    for 
other  purposes... 848,  1091,  1109,  1431,  1432 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Benson 1096,  1097 

Mr.  liernhisel 1092.  1100 

Mr.  Boyce 1110.1111.  1112 

Mr.  Campbell 1093. 

1094,  1097,  1098,  1099,  1110,  1112,  1113 

Mr.  Gobi. 1092,  1101.  1111,  1432 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Rhode  Island  . . .  1092,  1 100 

Mr.  Digney 1091,  1093,  109 1,  1095, 

1102,  1109,  1110,  1112,  1431,  1432,  1433 

Mr.  Giddintrs 1092,  1096 

Mr.  Goodrich 109^ 

Mr.  Haven 1091,  1092.  1098,  1099 

Mr.  Hughes 1101,  1102 

Mr.  Keitt 1099,1100,  HI  1, 1112 

Mr.  Kerr 1097,  1099,  1100,  1112,  1113 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Oregon 1096, 

1007,  1112,1113,  1114 


Surveyor  General  of  Utah,  bill  to  establish   an 
office  of,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  seltlera 
thjrein;  and  for  other  purposes — Continued. 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Letcher,  1092,  1102,  1109,  1112,  1113 

Mr.  Lyon HOO 

Mr.  Millaon 109.5,  1096,  1433 

Mr.  Parker 1096,  1099,1101,1103 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 1100,  1114 

Mr.  Phillips.. 1093,  1097,  1102,  1111,  lllJ-j 

Mr.  Ready 1099" 

Mr.  Richordson 1111,  1113 

Mr.  Seward HOO,  1111,  1113 

Mr.  Simmons 1095 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 1094 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1093 ~ 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia 1093, 

1094,1097,1113,  1114,1433 

Mr.  Stuarl,  of  Michigan 1099' 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1109,^ 

1111,1112,1113,1431,1433" 

Mr.  Tavlor,  of  TenntHsec 1098  i 

Mr.  Wilbridge HOO,  1101,  1110,  1111 

Mr.  Walley H13,  1431  "I 

M r.  Wal,-h 1097 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 1103 

bill  to  establish  the  office  of,  in  the  Territory  of  I 

Washington 1323.)'" 

Swamp  and  overflowed  lands — see  Lands;  Sail-, 

roods. 
Swan,  Major  Caleb,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief  of  T 
the  I'xal  ri-i'resenialivfsot',  121, 140. 148,478, 
1493,  1862,  1990,  1994.  1995,  2000,  2033   J 
Sword — see  Ingmliam,  Captain  Duncan  A". 

T. 

Taxes,  act  authorizing  the  corporate  authoriiiea  ' 
of  Georgetown  to  impose  additional,  and  for  ' 

other  purposes 2107 

Taylor,  John    J.,  a  Representative    from    New  "1 

York 2.  35,  'J 

803,  963,  980,  1130,  1497,  1873,  191S,| 

resolution  by 96^' J 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1143,, 
(.See  .Ippendix.) 
Taylor,  .John  L  ,  a  Representative  from  Ohio.  .2, ' 
123,    142,  141,  1.53,  173,  181,  182,  189, 
217,    259,  267,  2H3,  284,  2M,  304,  3.12,"' 
333,   .147,  .1.50,  443,  446,  451,  4.54,  466,; 
478,   .500,  542,  563,  614,  628.  629,  703,  ' 
718.   720.  759,  772.  815.  907,  9.53,  954, 
964,    9S9.   1017,  10.52.  1118,  1131,1132,- 
1179,  1181,  1182,  1185,  1186,  1297,  1323,  ' 
1381,  1.182,  1397,  1407,  1428,  1433,  1436, '» 
16.53,  1654,  1057,  1674,  1737,  1824,  1833, 
1834,  1K64,  1872,  1874,  1895,  1917.  1919,  ' 
1924.  1989,  2098,  2111,  2128.  2I4l". 

resolutions  by 229,  285,  475,  685,  845ii 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Vice  President  King,  25  , 
remarks  on  Ihe  resolniion  relative   to    the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon 52,  53,  54,  Ci.ji 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  dialiursementif 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. . .  .165, 

106,  346.. 
remarks  on  the  bill  further  to  prohibit  officers, 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  frnm having  interest 

ip  certain  contracts 348,  349 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  hill 300,  "I 

301.  310,  366,  410,  413 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 502,  ' 

503,  524,  525,  529..^ 
remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  hill,  635, 636," 
651,655,  6.58,  660,  665,  660,667,  669,  670, 
1268,  1269,  1270,  1271,  1274,1275,  1277  J 
remarks  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  rules,' 

715,  716 
remarks  on  steam  frigate  bill,  489,827,828,  834 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  consiruciion  of  a  railroad,  565, , 
566.  567,  579,  585,  587,  601 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend   a  section  of  the., 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for  ihe  year  ending 
June  30,  1854. .  .025,  926,  927,  928,  933,  935 
remarks  relative  to  adjournment  sine  die  .  .1375    J 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  lime  of  ih«_J 

annual  assembling  of  Congress 1447    1 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the    executive  and  judiciary  i  fficrra  in  the, 

Terriioiies 1038, 1039,  1429*^ 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomniic  bill.  .1409, 
1410,  1478,  1480,  1481,  148?,  1484.  14S.5, 
1510,  1607.  16118.  1609,  1611,  1612,  1613, 
1614,  1623,  1624,  1634,  2025,  2029,  2030, 
2031,2032,2050,  2051,  2055,  2056,  2058 
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Taylor,  John  L„  a  Repregentnlire  from  Ohio — 
CorUinvLtd. 
remiirkB  on  ibe  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  pat*nl, 

remarkson  Armvapproprintioii  liill,  1787, 1797, 
nils,  171)9,  1801,  lf<02,    1826,   1»27,  ai31 
remarks  im  the  bill  to  rrgulnte  the  pay  nnil   in- 
crease the  cffieieocy  of  the  Army 19126, 

1927,  1946,  1947.  1954 
rem.irka  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of   Pamela 

Brown 18.37 

remarkx  on  the  bill  granlii)!;  lands  tn  the  Stnie 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  pnr|x>8es 498 

remarks  on  the  billanthorizing  the  title  of  liru- 

.  '  tenant-general  for  eminent  services 124, 

243,  246 
remark.i  on  the  Military  Academy  apprnpria- 

tion  bill 549,  9.'!C,  937,  940,  9fil 

renmrks  on  the  bill  makini;  nppropriaiiona  for 
carrying  the  mail   by  ocean  steamers,  «nd 

otherwise 2006,  2007,  2009 

remnrks  on  the  bill  to  secure  ihe  safe  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails  of  the  United   Slates  upon 

railroads 298,  305,306 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
service  between  the  Ailanlic  Stales  and  San 

Francisco lx>9 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  296, 
297,  100i2,  1132,  113(3 
(See  .litpendii.) 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1676, 

1678,  1697 
'■  remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  theoffice  of  sur- 
'      yeyor  general  in   Uiah,  and  for  other  pur- 

*     poses 1109,  nil,  1112,  1113,  1431,  1432 

remarks  concerning  the  joint  resolution  mani- 
festing the  sense  of  Congress  towards  the  res- 
cuers of  the  BuH'erera  on  board  the  steamship 

San  Francisco 43ri,  612,  613,  845 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  e<nnble  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  152.3,  1524,  1529,  1.162,  1.564 

Taylor,  Lavinia,  act  for  Ihe  relief  nf 350, 

1370,  1S65,  IH8S,  1927 
Taylor,  Nathaniel  G., a  Representativefrom  Ten- 
nessee  802,  963,  1054, 

138d,  1442,  1503,  U26,  1837,  1872,  2059 
remarks  oi\  the  bill  to  establish   the  offire  of 

surveyor  general  in  New  Mexico 1054, 

1055,  1056 
remarkson  the,Nebra8ka  and  Kansas  bill,  1 160, 

1222,  1223 
(See  .appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  Ihe  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1098 

Taylor,  Thomas  Marston,  set   for  the  relief  of, 

350,  1369, 1864 

(Telegraph ,  act  authorizlns;  the  construction  of  a 

subterranean  line  of,  from  the  Mississippi  or 

Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  1787,2024 

Pen  million  bill — see  Treaty. 

ITenneflsee,  memorials  from  the  Legislature  of  the 

StAteof 1519,  1536 

|>7errell,  George — see  Strong-,  Jasjiar. 

Territories,  the  Committee  on  the 34,  63 

discharged  from  subjects 75 

resolutions  reported  from 1052,  1091 

report*  from 203,  563,  S72,  1052,  2111 

resolutions  of  instruction  to,  228,  287,  759,  979 

bills  reported  from 294 

Texas  Navy,  bill  to  authorize  the   President  to 
incorporate  the  officers  of  the  late,  into  the 

Navy  of  the  United  States 492 

Texas — see  Col/cc(i«n  Dv:lricla. 
act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such  creditors 
of  the  late  Republic  of,  as  are  comprehended 
jn  the  act  of  Congress  of  September  9,  1R50, 
1874.  2002,  2013,  2024,  21,39 
fThanks    of    Congress — see    Ingraham;  Marshall; 

Steamship  San  FraneUco. 
iThompson,  Robert  C,  act  for  relief  of,  legal  rep- 
resentative of  William  Thompson,  deceased, 
formerly  a  brigadier  general  in  the  Army  dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  war.  .1682,  2071.  2142 
Thornton,  Captain  Prenley,  deceased,  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of, 

2142 
Thurston,  Benjamin  B.,  a  Representative  fmm 

Rhode  Island 2,35,  75,  1180, 

I5S8,  1641,  1642,  1728,  1731,  17,W,  2046 

resolutions  by 49,  1623 

remarks  od  the  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent, 
1420,  164a,  1644,  1729 
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Thurston,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Samuel  R. 
Tlmrbliii,,  la:e  Dcleg.Tte  (roin  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, bill  for  the  relief  of. ." 46 

Title,  bill  vesting  the,  of  the  United  Stoles  to  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati 1,586. 

1«70,  1887 

act  to  vest  in  the  several  Slntes  and  Territories 

the,  in  fee  of  the  lands  whirh   have  been  or 

may  be  certified  to  them 1615,2108,2117 

bill  to  authorize  the,  of  the  United  States  to  lot 
number  twenty,  in  square  number  one  hun- 
dred  and   sixty,  to    lie  conveyed    to   F,  A 

Whitney 2140 

bill  to  quiet  the,  to  cerinin  lands  in  the  county 

of  Monroe,  Michigan 2142 

(See  /ndiaiui;  Tmtnagr  Dulies;  Dtttitt;  JlpjiendU .) 
Torrance,  George  W.,  bill  to  provide  a  pension 

for 136!),  1586,  1587,  1680 

Torole,  David,  of  Oxford  county,  Maine,  act  to 

create  and  provide  a  pension  lor 426, 

479.  1499,  1502,  1874,  .924,  1990 

Tracy,  Andrew,  a  Representative  fiuin  Vermont, 

2,298,959,  1177,  13-22,  1873 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 635, 1320 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States — see  .IccouiUs. 
Treasury  buildings,  bill  to  authorize  the  extension 
and  completion  of  the,  and  also  the  construc- 
tion of  a  building  for  the  War  and  Navy,  and 

Interior  Departments 1793.  2111,  2142 

Treasury  Department,  calls  for  information  upon 

Ihe 48, 

87,  113,  182,  412,  413,  414,  423,  844,  1229 

commnnicaiioiiH  from  the 102, 

127,  148,  201,  216,  267.  282,  283,  329.  345. 

349,  418,  475,  .521,  .572,  697,  8.53,  860,  963. 

1341,  1.3.53,  1501,  1535,  im6,   1641,  1652 

(See  .ItsiWant  Secretary  qf  the;   Secretary  of  Ihe; 

Report  of;  Fravds.) 

Treaty,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mex- 

icjin    Republic,  of  30th    December,   1853,  as 

amendeii  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

bill    to    ennhle  the    President  of  the  United 

States  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the..  1476, 

1519,  1520,  1535,  1536,  1561,  1577 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  A-he 1564 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 15Q0, 

1521,1523,  1524,  1.539 
Mr.  Benton.. 1519,  1520,  1561,  1,562,  1.563 

Mr.  Bocock 1539,  1546,  1548 

Mr.  Boyce 1543 

Mr.  Campbell 1520,  1521, 

1522,  1523,  1524,  1536,  1562,  1565 

Mr.  Chandler 1523 

Mr.  Clingman 1565 

Mr.  Giddings 1541,  1542 

Mr.  Horris,  of  Mississippi 1564 

Mr.  Haven,  1.535,  1,536,  1.537,  15.38,  1539, 

1540,  1541,  1546.  1547,  1549,  1.564 
Mr.  Houston,  1519, 1520, 1535,1536. 1538, 

1541,  1542,  1561,  1562,  1563,  1565 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee 1520, 

1521,  1.522,  1523,  1561,  1562,  1565 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania 1536 

Mr.  Keitt 1540, 1541 

Mr.  Maxwell 1564 

Mr.  Millson..l521,  1524,1541,1546,  1.547 

Mr  Peckham 1520, 

1541,  1545,  1546,  1549,  1563,  1565 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  New  York 1545, 

1546,  1548,  1549 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana 1548,  1562 

Mr.  Phillips 1540 

Mr.  Preston 1561,  15li5 

Mr.  Seward 1561, 1562,  1563 

Mr.  Skelton 1524 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York 1541 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia 1521, 

1541,  1548,  1549,  1562 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  1520, 1522,  1524 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio 1.523, 

1524,  1539,  1562,  1564 

Mr.  Walsh 1.565 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine 1520, 

1521,  1522,  1542,  1546,  1548 

bill  to  carry  into  effect  a,  between  the  Untied 

States  and  Great  Britain,  signed  the  5th  day 

of  June,  1.3.54 2109, 

2130,  2132,  2135,  21.37,  2143,  2220 
Treaties — see  Indian  Tribes;  Hiciprocity  Treaty. 

Tripp,  Albro,  bill  for  the  relief  .>f 437, 

480,  481,2103,2114 

Trout,  Michael  C,  a  Representative  from  Penn- 

•ylvania .2, 871, 1873 


Tuscrmbia,  Aloborna — see  Parts  nf  DiKven). 
Tweed,  William  M  ,s  Refiresentative  from  ^^W 

York 2,  17,  70,  162,2(13.4.36.  4.37.  473, 

028,  629,  1169,  1170,  1172,  1174.  1176. 

1179,  llt^O,  1185,  1197,  1873,  1922,  2104 

remr.ika  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  T^^^i- 

torial  bill 115 

(See  Appendix.) 

I  Underbill,  Thomas,  bill  for  relief  of.  .1495,  186 
I  Unfinished  business  of  the  session,  disposal 

the 172 

University  of  the  Pacific,  siiuated  in  the  count 
of  Santa  Clara,  State  of  (Jalifornia,  bill  grani 
ins  certain  privileges  to  the  trustees  of  the.  If 

88,  f- 
Upham,  Charles  W.,a  Representsiive  from  MnM 

sschueetis 2,  912,964,1367,  1500,  1.5j^ 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  ilie  Irankio!!  privj 

lege  to  the  Coast  Survey    .^244,  24' 

remnrks  on  the  deficiency  bill .37 

remarkson  the  bill  regulating  the  payofdepuii 

(HIS. masters .841 

remarks  on  the  resolution  funithlng  bonks  lo 

new  members 1453,  1454 

remarks  relative  to  Lauder's  exploration  anil 

survey 2113 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  'I'erri- 

t  jri.l  bill 1 166 

(See  jijipendix  ) 
Utah,  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  judges  of  ih 
United  Slates  courts  in  Ihe  dislriei  of. . 
(See  rHstrict^^ttorneys;  Sitrreyor  General;  Grants; 
Indian  lloflilities;  Homds;  Ejcecniire  and  Judi- 
ciary; Libraries;  Clerks;   Code  of  Laios.) 
Ulica  Steam  Woolen  Company,  bill  for  the  relief 
of 203,  270, 272,  333,  1641_ 

V. 

Van  Brunt,  Rulif,  act  for  Ihe  relief  of. 1372,' 

1859,   1093 
Vail,  George,  a    Representative  from  New  Jer 

sey 2,  121,  162,203,256,437,  43r 

1182,  1370,  1497,  1587,  1729,1873,2111 

Van  Ness,  Magdelemi,  widow  of  Cornelius  Van 

Ness,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1874,  1924,  2140 

Vansant,  Joshua,  a  Representative  from  Mnrv- 

land,2,  114,582. 1407, 17.'.0,]873, 2110,  2111 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bdl 372, 373,  374 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  lull . . .  1275, 
1276,  1277,  1290 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  I5t>9, 
1608,  1609,  16IU 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .1760 
(See  .ippendix.) 

remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill.  .21 13 
Van  Wart,  William,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief 

of  the  heirs-at-law  of 1727 

Vnrno,  Isaac,  senior,  act  for  the  relief  of 350 

Vasqiiez,  Aiitoine,  Hypolite  Vasqnez,  Joseph 
Vasquez,nnd  John  Colligan,  actio  authorize 
the  legal  representatives  of,  «o  enter  certain 

lands  in  Missouri 906,  2111 

Vermont,  bill  to  repay  the  State  of,  the  money 
which  was  expended  by  her  during  Ihe  war 

of  the  Revolution 

volunteers,  bill  providing  for  a  grant  of  land 
the,  for  their  services  in  the  battle  of  Piatt 

burg 1587,   1990 

Vessels — see  Conveyarues;  Registers f  Security;  Ship- 
wreck; Deserters. 
Vigil,  Don  Juan  Jesus,  of  New  Mexico,  bill  for 

Ihe  relief  of ".1466,  1866,  1887 

Vigo,  Colonel  Francis,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of 439, 

480,  1501,  18 — 
Vincent,  Frederick,  act  for  the  relief  of,  admin 
trator  of  James  Le  Caze,  survivor  of  Le  Cazi 

and  Mallet 1641,  2111 

Virginia,  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of. 4^ 

(See  Cour/i.) 

military  district  in  Ohio,  bill  allowingthe  further 

lime  of  two  years  to  those  holding  lands  \iy 

entries  in  the,  which  were  made  prior  lo  t' 

1st  of  July,  1852,  to  have  the  same  survey 

and  patented 21 

Viva  voce  system  of  voting  in  the  City  of  Was 
ingtoii;  proctedir.g  in  relation  to  the  adopt' 

of 135 

Volumes  and  medals,  resolution  ncceptine  certain 
presented  by  Her -Britannic  Majesty's  Oot- 
trnment  to  the  United  States 471 
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Yfade,  Edward,  a  ReprcsenUtive  from  Ohio,  3. 

219 

reRolution  bjr Unfi 

renifti-ks  conc€rning  the  railroad  riols  ni  Erie, 

Peonnylvania 22!),  231 

reiriRiks  on   deficiency  bill,  321,  324,367,393 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 543 

remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency  bill,  602,  665 

remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 913,  914 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota id  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  .564, 

565.  589 
reirnrks  on  the  Nebraska  and    Kansas  Terri- 
torial bill 1210 

(See  Jipperulix.) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. . .  .1479 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill...  1799 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1G93 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  snr- 

veyor  eeneral  in  New  Mexico. . .  .1072,  1073 

■Walbridge,  Hiram,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  16, 

96.  178.  183,  202.  219,  287,  .541,  .561,  .562, 
580.  846.  916,  924,  936,  983.  1058,  12,55, 
1234,   1367,  1759,  1805,  1868,  1873,  2038 

resolutions  by 183,287,  924,  1334 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill .535 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 636,  668 

remarks  relative  to  adjournment  sine  die. .  1374 
remarks  on  the  Pacific  railroad  and   telegraph 

bill .1388 

(Se«  .'Fppenrftx  ) 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers  »nd  oth- 
erwise   2003,  2005,  2006,  2008,  201 1 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .20,56, 

2057,  2058 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor  general    in  Utah,  and  for   other  pur- 
poses  1100, 1101, 1110,  nil 

Walker,  William  A.,  a  Representative  from  New 

York 2,  182.  183,219,272, 

284,287,  349.  394,  488,  883,  986,  1178, 
1193,  1229,  1388,  1873,  2048,  2058,  2067 

resolutions  by 70,  182,  492 

rematks  on  the  deficiency  bill 671,672 

Wallace,  William,  of  the   State  of  Illinois,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 853,  1499,  1.502 

Walley,  Samuel  H.,  a  Representative  from  Mas- 

I         sachusetis 2, 

'  1070,  1109,  1129,  1165,  1167,  1180.  1182, 

1191,  1574,  1730,  1759,  1873,  2071,  2105 

reTOlution  by 682 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses  1 1 13,  1 431 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1142, 

1237 
(See  .Ippendix. ) 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  2036, 
2051.2052,20.53 

fWalsh,  James,  Ijill  for  the  relief  of 437, 

^  480,481,2096,2103,2114 

Walsh,    Mike,    a     Representative     from    New 
York... 2,  7,  1.5,18.38,45,48,49,52,60,63, 

164,  69,  77,  86,  102,  123, 162,  168, 172,  178, 
181,  182.  183, 189,  190.2.56,2.57,  267.  268, 
270,  271,  310,  3.30,  332,  3.33,  346,347,  375, 
380,  383,  384,  393,  396,  .397,405,  410,  412, 
413,  114,415,  419,425,427,430,431,  437, 
442,  458,473,  479,  480,  488,  489,490,  492, 
.504  516,  679,  6-'4,  697,  717,  746,  763,  842, 
860,917, 1015,  1036. 1037. 1078, 1098, 1132, 
1170,  1173.  1178,  1182.  1184,  1185,  1186, 
1188.  1189,  1191,  1210,  1244,  1247,  1248, 
1276.  1297,  1312,  1316,  1320,  13.34,  1.572, 
1.586,  1.589,  1.590,  1625,  1634,  1640,  1642, 
1646,  1652,  16,53,  1654,  16.56,  16.57,  1673, 
1674,  1675,  1680,  1691,  1698, 1699,  1712, 
1713,  1730,  1731,  17.32,  1735,  1737,  1756, 
1758,  17.59,  1760.  1762,  1763,  1765,  1779, 
'  1785,  1786,  1787,  1824,  1826,  1h35,  1836, 

1867,  1873,  1888,  1891,  1892,  1895,  1920. 
1921,  1922,  1924,  1994,  1995,  1996,  2000 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  providing  for  the 
reference  of  the  President's  mefsnge.  ..79,80 
remarks  on  the  Executive,  New  York  politics, 

&c.,&c 190,  191 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 829,  830 

remarks  on  the  Nebraakaand  Kansas  bill,  1230, 

1231 
remarks  relating  to  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .1314, 
13i5,  1317, 1319,  1320,  1343,  1344 


w 


Walsh,  .Mike,  a  Represtntative from  New  York — 
CoHlinueU. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Army 1948, 

19.55,  1956,  1967 
remarks  relative  to  the  civil  and  diplomntiu  bill, 
2030,  20;il,  2044,  2045,  2046, 
2U47,  2049,  2062,  2070,  2071 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in   Utah,  and   for  other  pur- 
poses  1097,  2012,  2013,  2041, 

20.58,  2059,  2076,  2100,  2111,  2112,  2118, 

2119,  2122,  2123,2129,  2130,2131,  2132, 

2136,  2J38,  2140,  2141,  2142,  2143,  2144 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 

fulfill    the   third    article   of  the    treaty    with 

Mexico 1565 

War,  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  approved  July  19, 
1848,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  eniiileti 
an  act  providing  for  the  prosecuiiot<  of  the 
existing,  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  and  fur  other  purposes, 87 
War  of  1812,  act  supplementary  to  an  actuf  1816, 
entitled  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
those  whose  property  was  destroyed   by  the 

enemy  in  the 1861 

War  Department,  calLs  for  information  upon  the, 
87,  88,  115,  181,  182,  lf3,  284, 
2,S5, 412, 845, 854, 1450, 2024, 2112 

communications  from  the 35, 

68,  136,  148,  177,  349,  378,  392,  418, 
406,  475,  496,  637,  711,  1014,  1030, 
1^40,    1559,    1987,    198ri,   2107,   2142 

resolutions  of  insuuciion  to  the 38,  87,  413 

Ward,  Robert  G.,  and  Kayette  Mauzy,  bill  for 

the  relief  of 171,  269,  333,  1 142 

Ware,  Lieutenant  Francis,  bill  tor  ihe  relief  of 
the  legnl  representalivea  of.  .1496,  1869,  1887 
Warehousing  system,  act  to  extend  ihe,  by  estab- 
lishing jirivate  bunded  warehouses,  and  for 

other  purpoees 123, 

142,  439,  725,  7.36,  758,  806 
Warren,  Edward  A.,  a  Reureseniniive  frcm  Ar- 
kansas  ; 2,7,36,  45,  122, 

140,  181,  245,  2.55,  298,  451,  452,  454, 
500,  685,  699,  717,  738,  788,  847,  893, 
954,    964,    1163.    1238,    1363,    1873 

resolution  by I;>86 

remarks  relating  to  the  bill  extending  the  bounty  . 

land  laws 458 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on 

lands  reserved  for  railroad  purposes 699, 

713,  714,715 
Warrington,  M.  K.  and  C.  St.  J.  Chubb,  execu- 
tors of  Captain  Lewis  Warrington  and  others, 
205,  219,  1382,  1866 
Washburne,  EUihu  B.,  a  Represeniative  from  Il- 
linois  2,  7,  22,  36, 

45,  49,  63.  87,  95,  102,  142,  161,  182,  188, 
212,218,  259,  283,  296,  297,  330,  352,  389, 
410,415,427,  451,  475,  478,488,563,593, 
617, 626,  672,  675,  678,  697,  699,  743,  744, 
772.  789,  854,  884.  901,  907,  912,  927, 
942.  1003,  1014,  1034,  1051,  1056,  1057, 
1074.1115.1129,1130,  1143,  1161,  1165, 
1166,  1176,  1178,  1182,  1190,  1191,  1192, 
1245,  1248,  1255,  1277,  1321,  1420,  1428, 
1432,  1433,  1443,  1444,  1449,  1451,  1466, 
1498,  1572,  15!6,  1615,  16,34,  16'10,  1683, 
1728,  1729,  1731,  1738,  17.50,  1758,  1793, 
1797,  1834,  1868,  1872,  1873,  1874,  1914, 
1921,  1922,  1987,2041.  2100.  2136.    2144 

resolutions  by 38,  87,  181,  286, 1888 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
and  locators  of  awnmp  and  wa^e  lands.  .111 
remarks  relative  to   the    railroad  riots  at  Erie.  I 

Pennsylvania 232,  233,  234,  236,  237  j 

remnrkson  the  bill  for  the  rebel  of  ihe  heirs  uf 

Elijah  Beebe 141,  918,  919  ' 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 325, 

326,  370,  385,  393 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 521, 

522,  524,  526.  529,  531,  548 
remarks  on  the  (second)  deficiency   bill... 674, 

675,  1268 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  additional  land 

districts  in  Illinois 757,758 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  tl  e  pay  of  depu- 
ty postmasters 842 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  theTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  565, 
576,583,587,-588, 1119,  1120,1452,1888, 1889 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen 
Mackay 1732, 1733,  1734, 1736, 1834  I 


Woehburre,  Ellihu  B.,  a  Representative  from  Il- 
linois— Conlinurd. 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  executive  and  judiciary  officers  in  the  Ter- 
ritories  1037,  1429,  1430 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  856, 

1212 
(See  •Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  letter  postage 
law  so  as  to  require  prepayment  by  stamps, 

1572,  1573 

remarks  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill 1 676, 

1678,  1687,  1688,  6901 
Washburn,  Israel,  a  Representaiiye  from  Maine, 
2  4,7.17,35,47.49,102.123,2(2,2P8,ft3, 
427,  438,  488,  ,592,  626,  674.  683,  684,  717, 
852,  860, 926. 927,980, 987, 1058 1116,1119, 
1131,  1142,  1153,  1165.  1167,  1168.1169, 
1170,  1171,  1172,  1176,  1179,  1181,  1182, 
1184,  1187,  1189.1190,  1191,  12.36,  1237, 
1239,  1240,  1244,  1245,  1246,  1247,  1249, 
12.53,  1254,  1369,  142,5,  1496,  1519,  1574, 
I64>,  1698,  1758,  1759,  1822,  1860,  1873, 
1898,  1924,  19s7,  2059,  2064,  2076,  2099, 
2105,  2107,  2110,  2125,  2132,  2134,  21.35 

resolution  by 49 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Mount  Vernon .54 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill .321,  322,  593 

remarkson  (second)  deficiency  bill,  663.674,  675 
remarks  on   the  rfsolutiona   providing  for  the 

reference  of  the  Prcnideni's  message 123 

remarks  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  rules, 

716 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of 

certain  Indian  lards  in  Minnesota 1114 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  theTerritory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  ofa  railroad . .  .579 
585,  586,  587,  588 
remarka  on  the  bill  to  change  the  time  of  the 
annual  assembling  of  Congress  ..  .1448.  1449 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill,  1796, 1797 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  ,.1896 
remarkson  tlie  bill  to  extinguish  ceitain  tiiles 
to  lands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians..  1035, 1036 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  di|>lomaiic 2031 

2032.  2037,  2044,  2049,  2062,  2075 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  the  mails  by  ocean  steamers  and  oth- 
erwise  2004,  2007,  2013 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico  . . .  .1072, 1074 
remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  876, 
1132,1163,1164,1241 
(See  ^Ippendix.) 
remaiks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  postage  law  as 

afiecting  newspaper  postage 1779, 1794 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  otlice  of 
surveyor  general  in  Utah,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses   1 102 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
fulfill  the  third  ariic'e  of  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico  1520,  1521,  1522,  1542.  1546,  1548 

Washington  City,  bill  granting  certain  additional 

powers  to  the  Corporation  of 1367 

(See  .4i)up(/iic(;  .^vtxiliary  tVatch;  Liquor  Selling; 
Viva  vocf.) 
Washington  Gas  Light  Company,  bill  authorizing 
the,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  said  com- 
pany  1367 

Washington,  George,  proceedings  on  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  purchase  of  relics  of. .  .88 
Washington,  Llewellyn,  act  for  the  relief  of,  907, 
949,  1500,  1502,  1559 
Washington  National  Monument  Society,  memo- 
rial of  the  Board  of  Manajers  of  the. . .  .1710 
Washington  Territory — see  Executive  aud  Judi-. 
ciary  Officers;  PosliU  Screices;  Roads;  Surveyor 
General. 
Watson,  Joseph,  deceased,  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  representatives  of, 671, 

1382,  1866,  1886,  1924,  1927 
Waukegan,  Illinois,  bill  to  complete  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of 7 

Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  on 34 

resolutions  reported  from 41 

bills  reported  from 51, 

52,  63,  101,  121,  438,  999,  1420,  1476 
discharged  from  subjects.  .101,  438,  1641,  1915 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 114, 

115,  178.  ISO.  412,414,  415 

reports  from 4.39,  924,  21 10,  21 U 

adverse  reportsfrom 1371 

Webb,  Joseph,  bill  for  relief  of,  1588,  1991,  1995 
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Weeka,  Williiini,act  for  the  relief  of  theheira  nnd 

legal   represeniativcs  of. 2G7,  2111 

WeiricK,  William  H  ,  l>ill  for  llie  relief  of'.  .loST, 

1870,  1887,  2UU3,  2103,  2114 

Welch,  George  P.,  and  Cl«rk  11.  Wella,  |>nssed 

midehipmen,  act  for  the  relief  nf 47.'i, 

13(i9,  18G4,  1886,  1927 
tWelch,  James  IC,  of  Fullon  cuuiity.New  Yorli, 

bill  to  provide  a.  pension  for 426, 

479,481,2103,2114 

Tells,  Daniel,  n  Repreaentmivefiim  Wisconsii), 

2,  22,37,  ISl,  416,  492,  845,  885.893, 

1341,  1450,  1873,  1914,  1995,  1996 

resolutions  bv 88,  845,  1341 

Kmarkii  on  tne  bill  granlinK  lands  to  the  State 

of  Wisconsin  for  railrottd  niirpoees 499 

remark!*  on  the  steamfrignte  bill 831 

Yentworth,  John,  a  Keprenentutive   from    Illi- 
nois  2,  6,  13,  17, 

22,  3.';,  38,  45,  47,  49,  76,  78,  87,  112,  123, 
173,  180,  214,  219,  246,  411,  412,  451,  477, 
>f          492,  COl,  612,  613,  614,  617,  6i4,  759,  837, 
*           853,  884,  893,  894,  895,  898,  909,  910,  917, 
919,  1014,  1015,  1121,  1161,   U62,    1168, 
1170,1176,1178,  1179,  1180,  125.5,  1267, 
■;          1252,  1657,  1674,  1730,  1824,  1873,  2094, 
2104,  2112,  2118,  2121,  2135,  2138.  2142 
resolutions  by.. 38,  87,  180,  286,  412,  415,  844 
i,  remarks   on   a    proposed    reference   of  certain 
estimates   referring   to    rivers   and    harbors, 
138,  139,  140 
remarks  on  the  bill  constituting  duincy,  Illi- 
nois, a  port  of  delivery 204 

remarks  on  the  bill  establiKhing  a  land  office  in 

the  lower  peninsula  of  Michi;;an. ..  .466,  467 

renitirks  on  the  bill  ^rnniin;  lands  to  the  Siaie 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes.. 470,  499 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 530,  546 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 615, 

635,651,  658,662,668 

[  remarks  on  the  graduation  bill 847 

remarks  on  permitting  Mr.    Renton   to  speak 
beyond  the  lime  limited  by  the  rule.s. . .  .986, 
987,  988,  989 
;  remarks  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  manner  of 
appointing'  the   Assistant  Secretary   of   the 

Ireitsury 59 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota in  the  construction  of  a  railroad. .577, 

5S6,  602 

1  remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in 

certain  cases 682 

■  remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  Iiill..ll32 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

lighthouses,  buoys,  &c 1714,  1715 

.remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  .  .1634, 
1640,  2057,  2058,  2062,  2063,  2071,  2072 
.remarks  on  river  and  harbor  lull,  1674, 1675, 1677, 
1679,  1687,  1688,  1689,  16;)0,  1601,  1692, 
1693,  1695,  1696,  1697,  1698,  1699,  1711, 
1712,  2106,  2122,  2123,  2124,  2126,  2134 
renlworth,Tappan,a  Representative  from  Mas- 
sachusetts   2, 

2.57,  1174.  1176,  1177,  1178.  1179,  1180, 
1371,  1409,  1428,  1672,  1714,  1715,  1749, 
1750,  1915,  2041,  2093,  2094,  2107,  2108 

,  resolution  by 1915 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1223 

(See  .'Ippenilix.) 

Westbrook,  Theodoric  R.,  n  Representalivefrom 

New  York,  2,35.  219,  1130.1181,1368,2064 

Westcott,  Mrs.  C.  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  1370, 

1865,  1887,2103,2114 

Wheat,  Conrad,  junior,  act  for  the  relief  of,  or 

his  legal  represemaiives 537, 

602,  1368,  1495,  1864, 1886,  1927 
Wheeler,  John, a  Representative  from  Ne%v  York, 
2.  4,  35,  50,  57,  58,  70,  96,  123,  124,  126, 
130,  142,  143,  163,  167,  16S  173,  179, 182, 
183,  187,  189,  190,  192,  201,203,  246,287, 
307,  324,  3:«,333,  387,  388,  410,  411,  412, 
413,  414,  463,  466,  473,  538,  .5.S0,  582,5S<5, 
592,  606,  614,  617,  626,  628,  646,  672.  674, 
675,  679,  680,  717,  744,  852,  926,  934, 935, 
936,  952,  953,  960,  986.  9S9,  1051,  1114, 
1121,  1122,  1128,  1130,  1131,11:12,1142, 
1143,  1155,  1156,  1162,  1165,  1166,  1167, 
1168,  1169,  1170,  1171,  1173,  1174,  1175, 
1176,  1177,  1179,  1181,  1240,1241,1244, 
1245,  1246,  1247,  1248,  1249,  1267,  1277, 
1297,  1298,  1312,  1322,  1323,  l.'?44,  1.345. 
1455,  1463,  1464,  1465,  1466.  1498,  1589, 
1673,  1G78,  1712,  1762,  1765, 1794,  1797, 
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Wheeler,  John, a  Representative  from  New  York 
— Cuntiniitd. 

Iti20,  1824,  182G.  1827,  1829,  1833,  1840, 
1873,  1891,  1895,  1897,  1898,  1915,  1916, 
1987,  1990,  2011,  2024.  2034,  20ti6,  2069. 
2u70.  2071,  2u76.  2077.  2102.  2113.  2132 
resolutions  by .  ...183,  287.  412.  654, 1051,  1240 
remarks  on   the  lesulutKins  of  tlmnks,  &C.,  to 

Captain  Ingraham 135,  154,  156,  157 

remarks  on  the  steam-frigate  bill 833 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  lull.  .428, 

429,  1229 
(See  Jlpptndix. ) 

remarks  on  ttie  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying   the  mails  by  oce.-,n  eleamcis  and 

oiherwiao 2004,  2005,  2131 

White,  Lieuienunt  Roberi,  and  oiheis,  act  to  au- 
thorize the  payment  of  invalid   pensions  to 

the  heirs  of 1727,  1834,  1993,  1995,2034 

WickliH'e,  Lieutenant  C.  A.,  act  for  (he  benefit  of 

the  heirs  at-law  of 398,  475,  2111 

Wilgus,  Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .13t'2, 

1866,  1887 
Willamette  river,  bill  to  provide  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the.  and  to  appropri- 
ate money  for  that  purpose 46.  182 

Williams,  Elenor,  bill  for  the  relief  of 115 

Williams,  Ezra,  bill  tor  the  relief  of 205, 

219,  298,  332,  1758,  1759,  1834,  1889 

Williamn,  Captain  William  G.,  act  for  tlie  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  laie.  .350, 

1750,  1993 
Williamson,  Lieutenant  A.  J.jaclfor  the  relief  of, 

821,  1859,  1993 
Williamson,  Benjamin — .lee  Jiniisoii,  Rubeit. 
Willis,  Anibony  G.,  deceased,  bih  for  the  relief 

of  the  heirs  of 246.  271.  331,  397,  1142 

Willis,  Lewis  B.,  late  a  Paymaster  of  the  (jniied 

States,  bill  for  relief  of,  44, 140, 142,205,219 

Willison,  Lieutenant  Willes,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of 1495,  1536 

Wilson  &  Brothers,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 142,267,330,  1731.  1862 

Wilson,  John  S.,  act  f  jr  relief  of,  1372, 1866. 1927 
Winder's  Building,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  purchase  of  the  proprietor  the 
building  now  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeiii,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Seventeenth 
and  F8treets,in  thecity  of  Washington,  1382 
Winslow,  Daniel,  act  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties 

,    of 350,1750,  1993 

Wisconsin,  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 

the  Slate  of. 893 

bill  to  authorize  the  Suite  of,  to  select  the  resi- 
due of  the  land  to  which  ehe  is  entiiled  under 
the  act  of  the  8th  of  August,  1846,  for  the 
improvement   of    the   Fox   and     Wisconsin 

rivers 715,  906,  2103,  2117 

(See  Reservation;  JilUaaukie;  Grants;  Land  Dit- 
tricla. ) 
Wishart,  Thomas,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  administrator  of 1727,  1991,  1995 

Witte,  William  H..a  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania  2,  1210,  1988,  1989,  1990 

resoluiion  by 1988 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 671 

remarks  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1235 
(See  ^Ippcndix.) 
Wizard — see  Glamorgan. 

Woodl)ury,  William,  late  pension  agent  at  Port- 
land, Maine,  joint  resolution   to  adjust  the 

accounts  of. 49, 

332,  175»,  1759,  1861,  2103,  2114 
Woodbury,  William,  of  Maine,  bill  for  tne  relief 

of 297 

Wool,  Brevet  Major  General  John  E.,  resoluiion.i 

of  thanks  to 42,  102,  110,  123,219,247 

bill  for  the  relief  of.  .439,  480,  1501,  1662,  1887 

Wormsiey.  James,  act  for  the  relief  of 906. 

1496.  1869,  1887, 1927 
Worlhen,  Judith,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 205,  219 

Wright,  Daniel  B.,  a  Represenlative  from   Mis- 
sissippi  2,  1129,  1197,  1873,  1915 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of 

certain  Indian  lands  in  Minnesota,  1114,1115 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2114,2115,2116 

Wright,  George — see  Boulon,  Richard  Jtf. 

Wrighi,   Hendrick    B.,  a   Representative    from 

Pennsylvania 2,  48, 

80,  257,  318,  383,  463,  480,  492,  685,  847, 
848,  1129.  1142,  1178,  1181,  1232,  1297, 
1334,  1368,  1379,  1673,  2036,  2112,  2124 


Wright,    Hendrick    B.,  a  Representative   from 
Pennsylvania — CoiUinued. 

resolutions  by 48,  412,  684 

remarks  on  the  renolutions  providing  for  the 
refeience  of  the  President's  message.  .89,  9(] 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 503 

504,  537,  539,  54] 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1275 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  852, 12 

(Si?e  ^Ippcndix.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pamela 

Brown 1842_ 

Wrighi,  James,  jr.,  of   the  Stale  of  Tcnnei'seeJ" 
bill  for  the  relief  of. 1497,  1669,  1881 

Y. 

Yates,  Richard,  a  Representative  from  Illinois, 
77,  764,  852.  1130.  1134.  1697,  187 

resolution  by 

remarks  on  the  resolution  relating  to   the  pur 

chase  of  Mount  Vernon 53,  54 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill. . .  .502.  503,  SOS 
remarks  on  the  bill  graniin"  lands  to  the  Slate 

of  Wisconsin  for  railroad  purposes 513 

remarks  on  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.  771, 77r 
(See  Jlppendix.) 
Teas  and  Nays,  on — 

clerks  to  committees 43,  1466 

increased  compenBaiion  to  clerks 92ii, 

928,  934,  935, 936,  1854 

Bennett's  land  bill Ili 

call  of  the  House 287 

394,  1128.  1143.  1161.  1188.  1244,214  , 

sustaining  ihe  decision  of  thrChmr 397, 

1192.  1193.  1246.  1255; 

suspension  of  the  rules 413,  492,1 

611, 680.  758,  759, 845,  884,  925,  980,  1188, " 
1333,  1374,  1446,  1654,  1762,  1889,  1922, 
1924.  1988,  1989,  2924,  2075,  2076,  2104, 
2105,  2106,  2108,  2118,  2119,  2121,  2136 

adjournments 541,  591,  629,  1014, 

1109,  1119,  1120,  1121,  1122,  1143,  1190, 
1192,  1242,  1243.  1244,  1246,  1247,  1248, 
1249,  1428,  1436,  1600,  1680,  1784,  2077 

reconsideration  of  votes 1162,  1165 

propositions  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
307,  700,  1452,2113 

excusing  from  voting 1161,  116 

correction  of  the  Journal 200! 

extra  compensation  to  folders,  pages,  &c.,  21 

the  election  of  Chapl.-iin 13 

the  election  of  Librarian  of  the  House,  22, 35,  40 

the  election  of  public  piinter 488 

Minnesota  land  bill 590,591,  601,  6U3j 

Minnesota  land  bill,  (second) 1451,  1453 

discharge  of  the  committee  of  investigation  on 

the  Minnfsota  land  bill 2100 

repeal  of  the  Minnesota  land  bill 2100 

iiaval  appropriation  bill 1923,  1924  2134 

Army  appropriation  bill 1828,  1829 

river  and  harbor  appropriation  bill 1699, 

1711,1712,2123 

Military  Academy  appropriation  bill 962 

Indian  appropriation  bill 757 

foriification  bill 1898,  1914 

deficiency  bills 392,  393,  394, 

395,  410,  412,  675,  1322,  1323,  1324,  1345 

civil  and  diplomatic  bill 1623, 

1624, 1625,  1634,  1640,  2073,  2074,  2075 

Cape  Fear  river  appropriation  bill 1657 

graduation  bill 917,  918; 

indigent  insane  land  bill 788,  953,  934 

Pacific  railroad  bill 758 

Wisconsin  railroad  bill 627,  628,  629 

Utah  military  road  bill 143! 

homestead  bill 179, 548,  549 

California  weekly  mail  bill 1560 

malls  in  Alabama 960 

conveyance  of  the  mails  between  New  Orlean 

and  San  Francisco,  according  tolime,  872, 
powers  of  Congress  to  construct  railroads,  38, 
proposition  to  remove  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 

2103 

proposition  to  change  the  mode  of  electing  the 

President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 

States 189 

Census  repoit 162 

bill  requiring   the   prepayment  of  postage    bv 

stamps 1574 

resolutions  in  the  case  of  Greene  C.  Brunson, 

122 

resolutions  in  Ihe  case  of  Captain  Ingraham,  157 

resolutions  of  instruction   relating  to  duties  on 

railroad  iron 179, 11 
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lyson — Cont'nued.  i 
":  re'nMn:;  to  Ihe  (ilssBlerof  thc■team' 
~        I 347 

t:<e  eopiea  of  the   penshin 

K.  .a*« 2U77 

.pai>e  Ihc  force  in  the  office  of 

:,  Jem  of  Public  Printing 351 

re3"U>iuii  Qxiii>f  the  lime  nf  aJi"uriimeni  >iu< 

dit 1378,  137D,  1576,  1577,  15D4.  15'J5  j 

reioluiion  luiuishiug  books  to  new  membrm,  ' 

1455 
moiuiion  to  expel  A.O.P.  NichoUon  from  ihe  . 

UuJ! 1382 ' 

tesoiauun  relmiiig  to  the  coinpleiion  of  publin  , 

vofke ..45 

m'luiioaa  concerning  the  uurchae*  of  .Vlonnt  '• 

V^r  o:: 52, 69 

i'  1  r  ihe  reliefof  Je(rrie.<&  Snniih.. .  Uit-J 
if.ri.iil  fir  the  relief  of  George  G.  Bishop.. 737 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  landc  reeerved  i 

for  lailroad  pcrposea 700,  715  I 

the  bin  forihe  relief  of  BiiJamiuS.Uouerts,  188 


Yeas  and  nays  on — Contmutd. 

the  bili  for  the  relief  of  Pamela  Brown..  .1835, 

183S.1842 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Helen  Alack  y, 

1834 
the  bill  to  provi'de  for  the  oafe  tranflmianion  i.f 

the  mniU  on  railroads 298,  299,  306 

joint  resuluiion  lo  authorize  the  title  of  iK-iileii- 

ant  general  condiiioiially 124,  -J46 

tiie  bill  til  change  the  lime  fur  itie  ainiuul  ns- 

8einiilin»  of  C<>tig:re.<iH 1448,  1449 

the  bill  10  increase  the  rates  nl  postage,  1424,1425 
the  bill  lo  recompense  the  diiicovererol  praoiicnl 

anie^thesia !I63 

the  bill  lo  fulfill  treaty  with  Mexico.  .1536, 1565 
the  bill  to  organize  the  TerriUirie»  of  Nebraska 

and  Kansas 1248.  1249,1254 

the  bill  10  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Executive 

and  Judiciary  officers  in  ihe  Territories.  .1430 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  disbursement  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate 168,  346 

the  bill  to  extend  Colt's  patent 1729 


Yeas  and  nsys — Continued. 
the  bill  10  give  credit  lo  importers  of  railrosd 

iron 71 

the  bill  to  establish  roads  in  New  Mexico,  1031 
the  bill  to  indemnify  the  State  of  Indiana  for 

failure  of  title 443 

the  bill  toprovidt^  for  tbecon^irncllonofnx  first- 

cln»n  steiOii-fri^Blea  ..  .489,758,  788,  789,  834 
the  bill  to  prescriiie  the  manner  nf  appoiniins 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  172, 173 

Z. 

ZollicolTer,  Felix  K  ,  a   Ilepr-'seniative  from  Ten- 
nessee  2,  3G,  1J73,  14^1,  1496,  1873 

resolution  by ". 179 

remarks  on   the  bill  to  esiablivh   the  office  nf 

Burreyor  general  in  New  Mexico 1074 

remurkH  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  1142 
(See  Jlppendix.) 

remarks  on  bill  to  extend  the  Colt  patent,  1646 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill... 2048 

2063,  206 
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I»rBl.lC  ACTS. 

lemy.  Military — see  .Wi/ilory  .Icaiemy. 
iscessory  Transit  Company,  register  of  vessels 

of '. 2251 

'Atemiait  of  public  printers,  adjustment  of.  .2259 
A'tnia,  special,  of  departmeau  lo  give  bonds. 

22.';9 

of  eusioms,  appointment  of 2227 

AgricuJiunil  slatuucs, appropriation  for.... 2223, 

2257 
Alabama,  school  lands  of  township  one,  of  ranse 

ten  east iSaS 

echool  lands  in  the  twelve  mile*  square  reserva- 
tion in 2235 

a  mail  contract  in,  extended 2322 

land  surveys 2322 

Iiitxaodria  and  Washington  railroad,  extension 
■  of,  into  the  District  of  Columbia  authorized , 
I  2333 

■Imanar,  Nautical,  appropriation  for  the. . .  .2264 
compeuation  of  the  naval  officer  engaged  upon, 
k  2264 

kmerican  Naulical  Almanac — see  •4/nianiie. 
■imals  of  Congress,  appropriation  for  the.  .2234, 
i  2258 

Ipit'-he*,  the  appropriation  for 2242 
I;                 II  courts  in  Kansas 22.'11 
--■  in  Nebrnska 2229 
A, . ,«,  .,a..  j.is,  for  Indian  afTairs,  the  Army,  tlie 
A'lvy,    light-houses.    Military    Academy, 
fortifications.  Post  Office  Department,  defi- 
eieocies — see  those  litUs. 
general,    civil,    and    diplomatic    approprialinn 

^<        bill 2251 

^■le^isliuve 2251, 2252 

^^V     paper  and  printing 2252,  2256 

'  library 2252 

eieaiiive • 2252 

Suit  Department 2252 

"I'mgvry  Department 22.i2 

LMihi-House  Board 2252 

Xi:ht-Hc<u8e  Establishment 2256 

iBome  Department 2253 

surveyors-general,  and  clerks 22.'>3 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings 2253 

Superintendent  of  Public  Printing 2253 

War  Department 22.'i3 

~'svy  Department 22.'")4 

'ost  OSice  Department 2254 

ujis 2254 

erritories 2354, 22.55 

idiciary 2255,  2257 

liscellaneous 2257 

claims,  &c 2255 

seamen 2255 

Cherokee  agent 2255 

steamboat  inspectors 22.55 

books 2257 

Schoolcraft's  History 2257 

"'■■•■.   2257 

r  slaiistics 2257 

)  V 2257 

ewitt*. 2258 


Appropriations — Continued. 

Norfolk 22.58 

insane  paupers , . .; 22.58 

insane  hospital ......'. 2258 

N.  E.  boundary  survey.. .  t , .;:  i  •'.• 2258 

Mexican  boundary ;.... 22.58 

coast  survey ....i., 2258 

cuBiom-l.ouses 2255,  2256,  2269 

marine  hospitals 2256,  2259 

foreign  intercourse.. 2256 

R.  C.  Schenck 2257 

J.  S.  Pendleton 22.57 

rewards  of  Hnlvnrs 2257 

captives  of  Clueen  Charlotte 's  Island . . .  .2257 

San  Juan  guard. 2257 

J.  B.  Holmans ».;.. S257 

land  revenue. . .- v-. .....; , .-.. .; 2257 

land  surveys 2257 

public  buildings  and  grounds 22.58 

Capitol  extension 2258 

Annals  of  Congress 22.58 

reporting  and  publishing 2258 

Globe  and  Appendix 22.58 

Documentary  History 2258 

compensation  of  employees 2259 

library  officers 2259 

custody  of  collections  of  Exploring  Expedition, 

2259 

salary  of  collector  at  BulTalo  Creek 22.59 

adjustment  of  printers'  accounts 22.59 

clerks  of  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  2259 

salary  of  chaplains  of  Congress 2259 

salary  of  clerks  in  Ihe  Mints 2259 

special  agents  to  give  bonds 2259 

report  of  warden  of  penitentiary 2259 

report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Buildings  and 

Grounds 2259 

expenditure    of    appropriations   for   buildines, 

grounds,  and  streets 2259 

of  ten  million  of  dollars  lo  fulfill  treaty  with 

Mexico 22.16 

to  defroy  expenses  of  Cay  use  war 2239 

for  sufferers  in  the  San  Francisco 2263 

for  employees  of  Congress 2339 

for  improvement  of  Cape  Fear  river 2238 

Arkansas,  limits  of  western  judicial  district  in, 

2226 
sentencrs  in  western  judicial  district. ..  .2226, 

2227 

superintendence  of. 2262 

compensation  of  commission  on 2234 

Army,  general  appropriation  bill  for 2262 

superintendence  of  armories 2262 

pay  of  Frt.-nont'a  volunteers 2263 

bill  10  increase  the  pay  of. 2260 

bounty  on  reenlistmeni 2260 

promotion  in 2260 

pay  of,  when  on  fatigue  duly 22n0 

appropriations  for,  in  deficiency  bill 2234 

Arsenals,  appropriation  for  one  at  Henicia.  .2263 
Asuay  OlTii-e,  at   New    York,    appropriation    for 

buildings  at 2255 

Assistaol  Postmaaiers  General,  salary  of.  ...2228 


Assistant  Treasurer,  at  New  York,  clerks  of.. 2259 
when  chief  clerk  of,  may  act  in  place  of...  .2259 

al  Boston,  additional  clerk  of. 2255 

Attorneys,  district — see  District  Mtorneyi. 

B. 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  authorized  (on  a 
certain  contingency)   to  extend   the   road 

into  the  District  of  Columbia 2333 

Barcelona,  made  a  port  of  delivery 2239 

Bailow's    planetarium,    purchase   of,    for   Wrst 

Point 2262 

naval  school 2264 

Bastrop  grnni,  confirmation  of  claims  in  the.... 2235 
Bayport,  (Florida,)  made  a  port  of  entry... 2251 
Beacons — see  Light- Hoxuts. 

Benicia,  appropriation  for  arsenal  al 2263 

Berlhald  and  Lorrin,  time  for  filing  claim  of,  to 

land  in  California,  extended 2226 

Bids,  for  articles  for  Navy 2264 

Biennial  Registsr,  appropriation  forihe 2233 

Boggs,  Henry  C,  time  for  filing  claim  of,  to  lanil 

in  California,  extended 2226 

Bonds,  to  be  given  by  special  agents 2559 

to  be  given  by  additional  Indian  agents..  .2246 

Books,  appropriations  for 2257,2322 

Boundary,  with  Mexico,  appointment  of  officers 

to  mark 2234 

appropriations  for  marking 6258 

silnry  of  officers  to  mark 2258 

between  Alabama  and    Florida,  connection  nf 

surveys  with 2322 

Bounty  lands,  time  for  satisfying  claims  for,  ex- 
tended  2225 

widows'  claims  for 2263 

members   of   Congress   entitled   to   benefit   of 

bounty  land  act  of  1850 2261,  2265 

Broadhurst,  Stephen,  time  for  filing  claim  of,  to 

land  in  California    extended 2226 

Bronaugh,  Thomas,  pension  of 2242 

Brolherton  tribe  of  Indians,  the  investigation  nf 

claim  of 2246 

Brown,  A.  V  ,  imynient  to 2246 

Buildings — see  Public  Buildingt. 
Buoys — see  Light- Houses. 
C. 
Cairo,  (Illinois,)  made  a  port  of  delivery. .  .2250 

malls  running  from,  lo  New  Orleans 2261 

California,  courts  in 2225 

commission  on  land  claims  in,  extended,  .2225 

commission  to  lake  testimony 2225 

limeof  filing  certain  claims  before,  extemled, 

2226 

preemption  claims  in 2226 

provision  for  postal  service  in 2226 

letter-carrier 2240 

pay  of  poslmasters 2240 

(lead  letters 2240 

to  be  reimbursed  expenses  in  Indian  bosiilities, 

2263 
Camnnches — see  Comanehes. 
Cape  Fear  river,  appropriation  for  improvement 
of 2238 
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Capitol,  the,  appropriation  for  extension  of.  .3258 

marble  for  extension  of, contract  for 'Si'^2 

Carter,  David,  payment  to UM46 

Catnwbaa,  ihe,  appropriation  for  removal  ul,iUi\ 
Cattaraugus  Creek,  nmJe  a  port  of  delivery,  i-J3'J 
Cnyuse  war,  approprianon  for  expenses  of,  a:ia'J 

Cemetery,  Glenwood,  incorporation  of 2327 

Census,  salary  of  Superintendent  of  the. . .  .S^iSS 
appropriation  fur  paper  and  printing,  2233,  2234 

Chaplains  to  Congress,  salary  of. 22oU 

Chans,  (wind   and   current,)  appropriaiinn  for, 

2234,  2264 
CherokeeB,lhe,appropiiationforthecompensatinn 

of  agent  to iiU33.  22.1.5 

payment  onawards  of  commissioner 2246 

Chickosaws,  the,  appropriaiion  for 2242 

Chipptwas,  the,  appropriations  for...  .2241,  2243 

Clioriawa,  the,  ap,iri)priation  for 2241 

Christian  Indiann,  the,  appropriation  for 2241 

Circuit  courts,  limes  of  holding,  in  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Loumiana 2238 

Clarke,  William,  tune  of  filing  claim  of,  to  land 

in  California,  extended 2226 

Clerks,   general    act    respecting    salaries    ol,   at 

Washington 2228,  2265 

additional,  in  offices  of  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury  2235 

Commis-iioner  of  Pensions .2235 

Assistant  Treasurer  at  Boston 22.">5 

Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York 2259 

Postmaster  General 2259 

Atiorney  General JJ259 

Secretory  of  the  Treasury 22.')9 

Secretary  of  rilatf 2259 

Superintendent  of  Printing 2322 

Coast  Survey,  appropriation  for 2255 

frankitig  privilege  of  certain  officers  ofl . .  .2225 

Codification  of  revenue  laws 2.322 

of  lawa  of  Oregon 2322 

of  laws  of  Utah 2254 

of  laws  of  Washington 2254 

Colleciion  district — see  Paris. 

of  Dunkirk,  estatilished 22,39 

of  Paso  del  Norte 2247 

of  San  Pedro ajaO 

Collection  of  duties,  warehousing  of  goods  ar- 
riving in  steam-vessels 2250 

establishment  of  private  bonded   warehnusfs, 

2226,  2227 
Collectors,  compensation  of  collector  at  Burtalo 

Creek 3059 

Comanches,  the,  appropriation  for 2242 

Commissioner,  of  Buildings  snd  Grounds  to  re- 
port annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inie- 

,     "Of 2259  I 

of  certain  land  titles  in  Indiana 2240  1 

Comniinsions,  of  officers  in   Dtpartmem  of  the 
Interior,  how  iniideout  and  recoided,  22,35  , 
Compensation,   of   special    ngents   for    the    rus- 

toins 2227 

of  clerks,  <tc.,  in  tiie  Departments 2228, 

2259,  2265 

of  Supennlendenl  of  Census 2228 

of  Assistant  Postmasters  General 2228 

of  bridge  draw-keeper 2228 

of  master  of  the  sword  al  West  Point 2228 

of  officers  in  Nebraska 2230 

of  officers  in  Kansas 2232 

of  officers  in  other  Territories 2239 

of  deputy  postmasters 2235 

of  deputy  postmasters   in   California,  Oregon, 

and  Waihinglon  Territories 2240 

of  officers  to  run  the  Mexican  boundary  line, 

<•  11.  .  2258 

of  library  officers 2259 

of  persons  in  charge  of  the  collections  of  ilie 

■  Exploring  Expedition .2259 

of  collector  at  Buflalo  Creek 2259 

of  clerks  of  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York, 

2259 

of  chaplains  to  Congress 22.'>9 

of  clerks  in  the  Mints • '.,',  [2259 

of  rank  and  file  of  the  Army 2260 

of  employees  of  Congress 2.339 

of  special  mail  agent  in  California 22,35 

Congress,  salary  of  chaplains  of 2259 

salary  of  librarians  of. 2259  ' 

salary  of  employees  of. 2.339 

books  for  members  of. 2267,  2322 

members  of,  entitled  to  benefit  of  bounty  land 

„      .  »<^' 2260 

^ORUngent  fund  of  the  Senate,  custody  and  dis- 
bursement of 2225,  2226 

GontracU  for  Navy  supplies,  how  made,  2263, 2322  i 


Copies,  from  UeparCment  of  interior,  wlitn  to  be 
evidence 2235 

Council  UlulT^.  Iowa,  act  fur  the  bet.efii  of.. .2227 
Courts — see  Circuit  Cowl     '" 

provistuii  for  ai.'.:ijn.ii»   .  .i,New 

York,  and  Pnilaot  ,  ;,  ,,16,  2247 

sentences  for  crimes  in  (lie  Indian  country,  2226 
Creeks,  the,  appMprialiun  for. .  2242,  2246,  2:J63 
Criininai  law,  punishinsnt  of  crimes  in  the  Indian 

country ittUG 

Cunninghuir.,  Edward,  payment  10 2233 

Curry,  George  L  ,  payment  10 2234 

D. 
Dacotahs,  the,  surrey  of  lands  of. . . .  2236,  2237 
Dead  letters,  in  California,  Washington,  and  Oie- 

gon,  disposition  of. 224U 

Deficiencies,  general  appropriauon  bill  for.  ..2232 

Slats  Department 2232 

foreign  iatercourse 2233 

Edward  Cunningham 2233 

T.  N.  Johnson 2233 

J.  B.  Kerr 2233 

Treasury  Uepanmenl 2233 

public  buildings  in  New  Mexico 2233 

public  buildings  in  Minnesota. ..; 2233 

Interior  Degartmeni 2233,  22;J4 

Sioux  treaties 2233 

■^""U" 3233,  2234 

War  Department 2234 

railroad  surveys 2234 

Navy  Depaiimeni ij234 

wind  and  current  chart* 2^ 

dry-docks .2:134 

magazines S234 

hospitals 2234 

Post  Office  Department .2234 

Attorney  General 2234 

miscellaneous 2234 

VrinliPg 2257 

Documentary  History 2258 

Delawares,  the,  appropriations  for.... 2242,  2263 

Delegate  from  Kansas 2232 

from  Nebraska J2232 

Delta  of  the  Mississippi, appropriation  (or  survey 

of  'he 2264 

Deputy  postmasters,  pay  of,  geosral  act  conecrn- 

^^S' ' -■••••f>.».  ...•••....  .2235 

pay  of,  in  California J24U 

District  attorneys,  in  Kansas.' J232 

in  Nebraska 2230 

District  cturls,  in  California 2225 

in  Louisiana 2238 

in  New  Mexico,  jurisdiction  of 2247 

District  of  Columbia,  txtuisioD  of  railroads  inM, 
rw  .  ^''333 

Documentary  History,  appropriation  for.  ...2258 
Donations,  of  lands  to  the  settlers  in  New  M«x- 

,  ,  'CO 2238; 

of  lands  in  Oregon 2237 

of  lands  in  Washington 2237  I 

Dry-docks,  appropriation  foi 2234  ' 

Dubuque,  (Iowa.)  made  a  port  of  delivery  .2251 
Dunkirk,  collectiun  district  of,  established.  .2239 

made  a  port  of  entry 2239 

Duty,   taken  off  from   goods   within  leciprocity 

treaty  with  Great  Britain 2265 

refunding  or  abatement  of,  in   case  of  fife  or 
casually 2227 

E. 

Eel  Rivers,  the,  appropriation  for 2246 

El  Paso,  eatablishineiit  of  collection  district  of, 

2247 

Error,  writs  of,  from  Kansas 22;<1 

writs  of,  from  Nebraska 2229 

Espy,  J.  P.,  payment  of  salary  of 2264 

Evidence,  certified  copies  from  Department  of  the 

Interior,  when  to  be 2233 

Executive,  appropriation  for 3252 

Exploring  Expedition,  custody  of  collertions  of 

"" 2253,  2259 

Ejttra  pay,  of  Fremont's  volunteers 2264 

F. 
Fisher  and  Guiidfit,  lime  of  filing  claim   of,  to 

land  in  California,  extended 2226 

Florida  Indians,  the,  apijropriations  (or 2243 

Folsom,  Captain  J.  L.,a«ttlemsiil  of  ac30unis  of, 

„      .      .  2263 

Koreign  intercourse,  appriprialtons  for. . .  .2233 
„      .^      .  2256,  2257 

Certifications,  appropriation  bill  for 2259 

Franking  privilfge,  extended  loSupirintendem  of  , 
Coast  Survey  and  ■saisiani 2223  [ 


ofiea 


Fremont's  volnnirerp.  1 

of  C.  

Froniara,  ( ].  -       .  tad4f. 

'""•y ...Jta 

Fugitives  from  labor,  acta  reapecling,  cjcicoM  t» 

Kansas ^g 

■cu  respecting,  extended  to  Nebra&ka....2ai 

a. 

Georgetown   Qas-Light    Company,    eh  ■ 

2: 
Qlenwood  Cemetery,  charier  of. ....  . 

Globe,  Congreasioral,  and  Appendix,  a: 

attons  for .  .  .3334,3£e 

I  Graduation  of   price  of    public   land*.  Ml  ki, 

sxi.aa 

I  Great  Britain,  act  to  carry  into  eflect  Ihe  reaps- 

city  treaty  *ith JSfi 

prneni  of  books  and  medals  f rom ,  aeaiiat, 
I  99 

!  Oreenhow,  not.erl,  payment  10..... .SM 

'  Qrigc,  Jiihh,  piwment  10 JQO 

Guiiufit— see  Fahrr  and  GaiU/ir 

H. 

Harbors  and  rirera,  appropriaiinn   i<3r  imprnve. 

ment  of  c.^pe  Fear  river. ....  • .SSX 

removal  of  Red  river  raft JtIO 

Hardman,  Levi  W.,  lime  of  filing  elaun  af,  t> 

land  in  California,  extended JS3S 

Hnlmans,  Jsmes  B  ,  payment  lo. ...... ....2B7 

Hume  Department — see  hutrior. 
Uospiuls,  inarinf ,  appropriations  for,  !t2SS,39 
naval,  appropriations  for i2234,  2364, SS3 

Illinois,  selection  of  canal  landa  by .39 

Independent  treasury,  additional   clrrka  at  Nf« 

York jaa 

when  chief  clerk  at  New  York  may  ma  (srir 

sislant  trsasurer ....J8SI 

Indians,  grant  of  land  to,  for  uni*n'aity....ifll 

adjustment  of  certain  land  titlea  in.  .^...JM 

Indian  slTairs,  gcr>ersl  approf. nation  bill  for, 9U 

location  of  supcnnlendenciss  may  b*  cbasH, 

sn 

how  paymsnta shall  be  mBd«......„.....SMi 

removal  of  California  Indiana ......SK 

payment  tn  Utah  Indians JM 

survey  of  S-ics  and  Foxes  reaervalioa...  JiM 

additional  Indian  agents JSH 

their  salaries,  &c .Wt 

Cherokee* JM 

adjustment  of  elaimof  Brotherton  Indiaas.sif 
punishment  of  crimes  in  Indian  oounuy.JUU 

deficiency  appropriation  for JBI 

appropriations  in  Army  bill JS 

survey  of  Irscl  in  Minnesota  bdonprc  la  lis 

Dacotahs  or  Sioux .  ..S^dSBI 

appropriations  for,  and    proviaiana   naiiirit 
the — 

Apaches m...  .^..,,JStl 

Broiherlons ......  JS4( 

Catawbaa .Sitl 

Cherokee* 2233,  234S,  SKI 

I'hickasaws JJ(1 

ChippewBs 3241.  3343,  SM 

Choclaws JJH 

Christian  Indian*. JJtl 

Comanche* .JgC 

Creeks 2242.  2246,  SSO 

Dacotahs .2236,  SST 

Delawares 2249,  2343.  S93 

Eel  River JJO 

Florida  I ndian* jaO 

l?wa» 2a<.?  ^11 

Kansa* 

Kaskaskias 

Kickapoos .,„....  .^,-. 

Kinways .."J-J 

Menonionec* 934 1 ,  3243.  . -• 

Miamie* , 2043  -.-.,: 

Missnuriss 

Navsjos 

New  York  Indiana 

Umona*  .•......»»»,..,........,,,. ..i^-^^j 

Osage* a943_  -^oij 

Oitawa* _.. .  . 

Oitoes 

Pswnee* 

Peorias „ -.^13 

Piankeshaw* .2344,  —'^ 

Pottawatomie* '  i)4t 

Puehlos -r^C 

Uuspaws M 
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ladmtB,  appropriations  for,  and   proTisiona  re- 
<p«ctine  'he — CmUinuid. 

Rogue  Ri»«r -2-244 

Sacs  and  Foxm SH44,  ^345 

S«niinoiea '2-i43 

Seneca* 2-244 

Shawnees i2-245,  '2203 

Sioux 2336,2337 

Six  Maiinns 2254 

Sioekbridge» '2244,2245 

Texas  Indians 2246 

Vmnq  laa , 2245 

r     h  ■ 2245,  2'24ti 

■»S  r  ■-< 22 15, 2263 

Winiiebaguea 2'241,  2245 

Wyandou 2-245 

Ingham,  Captain  D.  N.,  mtdal  to  be  prtaented 

to 2322 

lofpectora  of  Cuatomi,  special,  for  furtigii  cuun- 

triea,  appointment  of 2227 

iaterior,  Denarimeni  of  the,  deficiency  appropria- 

Uon  for 2233 

appropriation  for 3-253 

coinmiasionR  of  officera  in,  how  inadt  out  and 

recorded 2235 

copies  Cram,  when  avidence 2'235 

annual  report  to  Secreiiry  of,  by   Warden  of 
Penitentiary  and  Conimissioner  of  Public 

Buildings 2-259 

ipprupriauoiia    for   building   and   grounds,    to 
be  expended  under  direction  of  Secretary 

of. 2259 

Interior,  Secretary  of  ihe — ate  Secrfiary. 

Internal   improvementa — see  Harbon  and  Rivin, 

and    Reads. 
lova,  (Jairn  of  certain  counties  of,  to  be  adjusted, 

2334,  2335 
Iowa,  the  appropriation  for 2242 

J. 

J:;  k-in,  Andrew, appropriation  for  statue  of,  2233 
.'.jTson,  Thomas,  distribution  of  works  of,  23-23 
JtneiaonTill<>,  (Indiana,)  made  a  port  of  delivery. 

2247 

Johnson,  Thomas  N.,  payment  to 2233 

Judiciary,  appropriation  for  the 2255,  2258 

advertisement  for  sites  for  court  houses  m  Ros- 
ton,  New  York,  and  Pliiladelphia. . .  .2246 

hui  Ji:iL'  for  cnuria  in  New  York 2225 

J  insii-::  >M,  of  district  court  of  western  distrirtof 

Arkansas 2226 

of  Jif.ri,  1  court  of  New  iMexicn  over  revenue 
oiScars  in  the  district  of  El  Paso 2267 

K. 

Kansas,  Territory  of,  established 2230 

boondanea 2-230,  2231 

to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  or  without  | 

slavery  as  inhabitants  choose 2'231  I 

r'neal  of  restriction  aa  to  slavery 2232  ! 

^■n-tni  of. 2-231,  2-232  , 

'  -re  of. 2230,2-231  : 

power  of. 2-231  ] 

, 2231 

appeals  and  error 2231 

provision  aa  to  fugitives  from  labor 2'2.'{2 

seat  of  government 2232,  '2263 

Delegate  from 2232 

lards  in 2232,  22,'i9 

Toriiin  officers  in,  to  give  security 2*232 

!-. I  'J  sarveya  in 2231 

rrp^mptionin 2239 

Ui.J  disiricia  in 2-2:j9 

Kinias  Indiana,  appropriations  for 2239 

Kiskaskias,  the,  appropriations  for 2242 

Kentucky,  pay  of  volunteers  from 2234 

Keokak,  (Iowa,)  made  a  pprt  of  delivery.. 2251" 

mail  service  from,  to  Galena 2261 

K'!-r.  John  B  ,  payment  to 2233 

K  -kipoos,  the,  appropriation  for 2242 

KiA.va«,  the,  appropriation  for 2242 

Rnsieen — see  Smith  and  KriiUeti. 


Lake  Port,  (Louisiana,)  made  a  port  of  delivery, 

2247 

Lan4  claims,  in  Indiana,  adjustment  of 2240 

in  New  Mexico,  examination  of 2239 

I'  C.-, '  '  rnia,  lime  of  filing  extended  to. ... 2*226 
L  '  :  <:i-      .::»,  establii-hed  in — 

K  111^8 2239 

Michigan 2-228  i 

Minnesota...... 2228  1 

Mebrtuka 22391 


Land  offices,  establiahed  in — 

Kiinsas 2239 

Michijjar 2228 

Minnesota 22-28 

Neliraska -2239 

Lands — see  I'liblic  Lands. 

Lettercarncrs,  in   California,  Washington,  and 
Oiegon,  provisions  respecting '2'240 

Library  of  CongresB,  salary  of  officers  of. .  .2259 
appropriations  lor 2234,  2'252 

Light-houses,  appropriations  for,  and  provisions 
respecting,  in — 

Alabama 2349 

California 2'249,  2'256 

Connecticut 2248 

Delaware 2-248 

Florida 2249 

Georgia '2249 

llliiioia 2249 

Indiana '2249 

Louisiana '2249,  2250 

Maine 2247 

Maryland 2248 

Massachustiis 2247,  2248,  23'22 

Mi.bigan 2-249 

Mississippi 2249 

New  Jersey 2'248 

New  York 2248,2-249 

North  Caro'ina 2248 

Oregon 2-249.  22.56 

Rhode  Island 2246 

South  Carolina^ 2246 

Texas 2249 

Vermont 2-248 

Virginia 2248 

Washington '2249 

Wieconsin '2249 

preliminary  surveys  aa  to  sites 22.'>0 

appropriations    for  light-house   establishment, 

2256 

Louisiana,  terms  of  court  in 2238 

M. 

Madison,  (Indiana,)  made  a  port  of  dtlivcry,2247 

Magazines,  sppropriations  fur 2234,  2265 

Mail— see  Poit  Office. 
contract  for  carrying  in  AlabaraB,extended,2332 
compensation  for  carrying,  on    a  route  in  Ntw 

Voik 2323 

service    between  Charleston,   Key    West,  and 

Havana 2261 

service  on  the  Mississippi  between  Cairo  and 
New  Orleans,  and  from  Keokuk  to  Ga- 
lena   2261 

Marine  Corps,  appropriations' for 2265 

Marshal,  appointment  of,  in  Kansas 2232 

appointment  of,  in  Nebraska 2230 

Menomonees,  appropriations  for,  2241,|'2243,,'2263 

Memphis,  navy-yard  at,  surrendered  to 2*265 

Metallic   surfboats,  apf>ropriation  for 2256 

Mexico,  boundary  with,  extension  oT  time  liniiird 

for  appointment  of  officers  to  run  the.  2234 

boundary,  appropriations  for  running,2234, 2258 

boundary,  salary   of  officers   engaged    in  run 

ning 2258 

appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  ful- 
fill treaty  with 2236 

Miamics,  the,  apprnpriationa  for 2243,2263 

Michigan,  land  office  established  in '2-228 

Military  Academy,  appropriation  bill  for.. .  .2228 

salary  of  master  of  sword   at 22-28 

purchase  of  Barlow's  planetarium  for 2262 

Minnesota,  additional  land  districts  in 2278 

public  buildings 2233 

grant  of  land  to,  for  railroads '2236 

grant  repealed '2262 

appropriation  for  roads  in.. 2237 

salary  of  officers  in 2239 

Mint,  appropriations  for '2-254 

salary  of  clerks  in 2259 

Misaourias,  the,  appropriations  fur 2243 

N. 

National  Hotel  Company,  charter  of 2251  I 

Nautical  Almanac,  appropriation  for  the. . .  .'2-264 

compensation  of  officers  engaged  on 2264 

Navajns,  the,  appropriation  for 2243 

Naval  Academy,  appropriation  for  the 2264 

purchase  of  Barlow's  planetarium  for 2'264 

Navy,  general  appropriation  bill  for  the 2264 

purchase  of  articles  for 2264.  23'2-2  i 

pay  of  clerks,  and  of  navy  agent  at  Wasliin;;-  i 
ton 2265  I 

Burrtnder  of  navy-yard  at  Memphia 2269  I 


Navy — Cimimxud, 
two  general  orders  as  to  rank  in,  sanctioned, 

2-2C5 

pay  of  boatswains,  &c 2:Jli3 

const  ruction  of  six  steam  Irigates -2227 

ci.mpUtion  of  Ihe  Santee  and  Kibine 22-27 

deficiency  appropriations  for  the '2234 

Navy  agent,  salary  of  clerks,  dec,  of,  at  Wash- 
ingtoi 2265 

Navy- yards,  appropriations  for,  at — 

Boston 2264 

New  York '2-64 

Norfolk 2264 

Pansacnia 2234,  2;;65 

Philadelphia 2264 

Portsmouth 2264 

Washington 2364 

Memphis,  surrendered  to  the  city  or 2'265 

Nebrasko,  Territory  of,  esiablished 2*228 

boundaries - 2229 

to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  or  witliout 

slavery 2229 

repeal  of  restriction  aa  to  slavery 2230 

officers  of 2229 

Legislature  of. '2*229,  2230 

legislative  power  of. 22*29,  *J*230 

judiciary 22*29 

appeals  and  error 2*229 

provision   as    to  fugitives  from  labor,  seat    »f  - 

government 2230 

Delegate  from 2-230 

lands  in 2*230 

certain  officers  in,  to  give  security '2'230 

survey  of  lands  in 2239 

firti-mption  in 2239 
and  districts  and  office*  in 2239 

New  Msxico,  appropriation  for  public  buildings 

in 2233 

construction  of  road  and  wells  in 2236 

payment  of  officers  in,  while   under   niilimry 

government 22.36 

surveys  and  aalea  of  land  in 2'238,  2*2,39 

donotions  of  land  in 2238 

grant  of  lands  to S239 

preijinption  in 2239 

adju.itnient  of  land  claims  in 22.39 

salaries  of  officers  of 2239 

the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  by  treaty  of 

1853,  annexed  to 2-263 

New  York,  (City,)  reimbursement  to,  nl  expenses 

of  volunteers 2*235 

New  York,  (State.)  [layment  to 2265 

New  York  Indians,  appropriation  for 2241 

Norfolk,  (Virginia,)  payment  to '2258 

Notaiies  Public,  in  District  of  Columbia,  powers 

of 2241 

in  general  to  have  snine  powers  as  to  evidence 

as  commissioners 2241 

Number  one  township,  (Alabama,)  school  land 
of 2*228 

0. 

Oath,  notaries  public  may  administer,  in  District  of 

Columbia 2241 

Officers,  in  Home  Department,  commissions  of, 

22.35 

Omahas,  the,  appropriation  for 2243 

Oregon,    construrtion    of   road    in,    from    Myrtle 

Creek  to  Scotlsburg 2236 

land  donations  in 2237 

preSmpiion  in .-. 2*237 

university  lands  in 2237 

land  offices  in 22.17 

expenses  of  Rogue  River  war 2237 

expenses  of  Cayuse  war 2239 

increase  of  salaries  of  officers  of 2239 

provision  for  prstal  service  in 2240 

provision  for  letter-carriers 2240 

provision  for  dead  letters  in '2240 

expense  of  codifying  laws  of 2323 

expense  of  printing  laws  and  archives  of.  .2.3*22  ' 

Osoges,  ilie,  appropriation  for 2243,  2244 

Ottawas,  the,  appropriations  for 2243 

Otloes,  the,  appropriation  for 2243 

OilowBS — see  OUawaa. 

P. 

Pudi>cah,  (Kentucky,)  made  a  port  of  deliverv, 

2247 
Palntks,  (Florida,)  made  a  port  of  delivery.  2*251 

Paper  anti  printing,  appropriation  for *2235, 

2251,2*254, '2*257 
Superintendent  allowed  additional  clerks.  .2323 
(ize  of  priiited  page, 2*251 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tXXTI 


INDEX  TQ  THE 


Patent  Office,  expense  of  buililing  for 2253 

custody  of  ihc  collect a  of  ihe  Exploiing  Kx- 

pcdiiinn  In 2259 

I  Pawnees,  the,  appropriaiion  for 2844 

t Pendleton,  John  S.,ndjustmeiitof  MCCountof,2257 
I  PeniWnliur)  ,  In  Dislrlcc  of  Columbia,  annual  re 

port  of  warden  of 2259 

Pen»ioiie,appropriaiioi)  for 2233 

of  relaiives  of  ihoao  wrecked  in  the  San  Frin- 

Cisco 3226 

of  widows  in  case  ot  a  second  niarriage. .  .22(i.'l 

'  Peorias,  lhe,npproprialii.'n  for 22G3 

fPiankeshaws,  the,  appropiimion  for.. 2244,  2;63 
■  Fiuneei  Manufaciuiii.g  Company  ofGeorgetown, 

Distiicl  of  Columbia,  charter  of 233li 

I  Ports  of  er.try  establiohed  at — 

San  Pedro,  California 2250 

Dunkirk 2239 

IVoiitera i2249 

Ports  of  delivery,  eeiabliahed  at — 

Quincy,  lllinoia 2225 

Barcelona 2239 

Cttiiarau'ua  Critk 22H9 

Silver  Creek 2239 

Lake  Port,  Louisiana 2247 

Madison,  Indiana 2247 

TuBcumbia,  Alabama 2247 

Pad  Utah,  Kentucky 2-24" 

Shreveport,  Louisiana 2247 

Jefferaonville,  Indiana 2247 

Froiilern,  New  Mexico 2247 

San  Pedro,  California 2250 

Cairo,  lllinnia 225U 

Pott  of  New  Orleans  to  embrace  the  right  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  as  far  up  as  the  lefl,  ..2226 

tPo$tmasteiB,  inoieate  <4pay  of 22.15 

in   California,  Oregon,   and   Washington  Ter- 
ritory, pay  of 2240 

A!">iBlnii(,  Cieiieral,  pay  of 2278 

►  Poft  Office,  pay  of  deputy  poatma^ters 2235 

postal  service  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Wa«h- 

ingtofi  Territory 2240 

letter-carriers 2240 

detid  letters 2240 

pay  of  poatmaaiera 2240 

appropriation  bill  for 2261 

mall  service  between  Charleston,  Key  West, 

and  Havana. 22C1 

r.ay  of  pnsiniasiera  and  clerks  at  Washing- 
ton  22(il 

mail  service  on  the  Mississippi 2261 

mnil  contract  in  Alabama  extended 2322 

in  New  York,  pay  for 23^3 

f  Poat  routes,  leiteriarrier  routes  in  California,  Ore- 
gon, and  Washington  Territory,  to  be,  2240 
established  in — 

Alabama 2293 

A  rkanaas 229rf 

California 2321 

Connecticut 2270 

Delaware 22^2 

Florida 2292 

Georgia 2291 

Ulinoia 2312 

Indiana 2309 

Iowa 2265,  2.n9 

Kansas 2319 

Kentucky 2302 

Louisiana 2265,2296 

Maine 2266 

Maryland 2282 

Massachusetts 2269 

Michigan 2,30H 

Minnesota - 23 19 

Misaiesinpi 2265,  2296 

Missouri 2317 

Nebra»ka 2319 

New  Hampshire 2267 

New  Jersey 2270 

New  Mexico 2322 

New  York 2271 

North  Carolina 2287 

Ohio 2304 

Oregon 2.320 

Pennsylvania 2277 

Rhode  Island 2270 

South  Carolina 2289 

Tennessee 2289 

Teita* 2265,  2297 

Utah 2322 

Vermont 2268 

Virginia 2265,  22K1 

Ll  Washington 2320 

ICU..  Wisconsia 331S 


Ij  Potlnwntomies,  the,  appropriations  for 2244 

Preiimption,  provisions  respecting,  in  Caliiormn, 

2226 

on  railroad  reaervea 2226 

in  Oregon 22;i6 

ill  Washington,  (Territory) 22.37 

in  Ksnr^as 2239 

in  Nebrar kn 22.39 

in  lands  of,  under  the  graduation  law,  2261,  22G2 

in  Minnesota 2262 

Printer — see  Public  Prinlrrs 
Priming — see  Paper  nnd  Printing. 
Private  bonded  warehouaes — see  IforeAoiueJ. 
Public  Ruildings, appropriations  for,  at  Washing- 
ton  20.33,  22.5S 

at  other  placea 2246,  2247,  22.59 

commissioner  of,  to  report  annually 2259 

appropriations  for,  how  to  be  expended.  ..22.')9 
Public  grounds,  appropriations  for. . .  .2233,  2258 

appropriations  for,  how  expended 22.59 

Public  Lands,  adjustment  of  claims  to.  in  Call- 

forni.^ 2225 

Indiana 2240 

Louisiana 2251 

New  Mexico 2238,  22.39 

time  ufsulisfying  bounty  land  claims  extended, 

2225 

university  in  Indiana 2226 

grant  to  Council  Blun's 22.37,  2228 

grant  to  a  township  in  .\labnma 2228 

land  districts  and  ufHcera  in — 

Florida 2266 

Minnesota 2228 

Michigan 2228 

Oregon 2237 

Washington 2237 

Kansas 2239 

Nebraska 2239 

school  lands  in — 

Kansas 2232 

Nebiaska 2230 

Alabama 2228,  2235 

New  Mexico 2239 

confirmalion  of  claims  in  the   Busirop  grant, 

Louisiana 22.35 

grant  to  Minnesota  fur  railroads 22.36 

repealed 2262 

Dacutah  or  Sioux  reservation  in  Minnesota  lo 

be  surveyed  and  exchanged 2236 

donations  of,  in  Oregon 2237 

Washington 2237 

New  Mexico 2238,  2239 

preemption  rights — see  Prei-iiipliou. 
grant  to  Oregon  and  Washington  for  a  univer- 
sity   .2237 

survey  and  sale  of,  in  New  Mexico,   Kansas, 

and  Nebraska 2238 

selection  of  canal  lands  by  Illinois 2250 

selection  of  land  by   Wisconsin   for  improve- 
ment of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. .  .2250 
fee  vested   in  the  States  lo  which  grants  have 

been  made 2251 

graduation  of  price  of 2261,2262 

officers  of  Congress  entitled  to  benefit   of  ilie 

bounty  nets 2260,  2261 

surveys  in  Alabama,  connection  of,  with  bound- 
ary with  Florida 2322 

Pueblos,  the,  appropriation  for 2245 

a. 

duapaws,  the,  appropriation  for 2244 

Q,uiiicy,  (Illinois,)  made  a  poriof  delivery,  .2225 
R. 

Railroads,  grant  to  Minnesota  for 2236 

grant  to,  repealed 2262 

appropriation    for  survey  of  route   to  the  Pa- 
cific  2234,  2263 

Rank,  in  the  Navy, two  general  orders  respecting, 
sane  ioned 22li5 

Red  river  raft,  removal  <if 2263 

Regisiera,  of  vessels   of  the   Accessory  Transit 
Company 2251 

Reports,  of  Wardenof  Penitentiary  and  Cummis- 

sioner  of  Buildings  and  Grounds 2259 

on  claim  of  Brotherlon  Indians 2246 

Revenue  laws,  pay  of  commission  to  codify,  2322 

Rifles,  breech-loading,  appropriation  for,  if  satis- 
factory. , 2263 

Rio  Hondo  claims,  act  respecting,  revived.  ..2260 

Roads,  construction  of,  in — 

New  Mexico 2236 

Oregon 2236 

Utah 2236 

Minneaola ..-^w^bvi  .9237 


Rnadf ,  the  Mendot^  and  Big  Sioux.... 
Ro^iie  River  Iiidinns,  ihe,  apjiropriilion  for.  .S 
appropriation  for  expenses  of  war  with.  ..23| 

S. 

Sabine,  the,  appropriation  for  fini«hing 223 

Sacs  and  FoxeB,thf,appropriaiion  lor,  2245,22^ 
I  San  Francisco,  reliel  ot  those  wiecked  i,i  the,  222 
I  25if 

',  San  Pedro, (California, )  madeaport  of  entry, !C 

]      collection  district  of,  estaldished 3! 

j  Santee,    the    frigate,    appropriation    for    finii 

ing ~ 

Sash-oquash,  payineni  to 

Schenck,   Robert   C  ,   Adjustment    of    accoufi 

of 

Seal   of  the   Interior   Department,  how  afKxr^ 

where  provided  for  by  law 

Seamen,  appropriation  for  relief  of, ..  .2255,  2: 
Secretary  of  the  I  nierior,  appropriations  for  buill 
ings  and  grounds  to  l>e  expended  under  < 

rection  of. 22j 

Secretary,  of  the  Senate,  to  have  charge  of  r^>i 

tingent  fund  of 2225, !" " 

bond  of 

Seminoles,  ttie,  ap[iropriations  for 

Senate,  disbursement  and  custody  of  coniiiigeil 

fund  of. 

Senecas,  the,  appropriations  for 2244, 

Shawneei,  the,  appropriations  fur 

Shipping,  registration  of  vessels  ef  the  Accessor 

Transit  Company 2235,  223 

Shrsveport,  (Kentucky,)   made  a  poriof   deliij 

ery 224^ 

Silver  Creek,  made  a  port  of  delivery 

Sioux,  the,  appropriation  for. 2233,  2236, '. 

exchange  of  reservation  of,  in  Miniiesola,? 

Six  Nations,  the,  appropriations  for 33^ 

Slavery,    restriction    respecting,    repealed    as 

Kansas '22i 

restriction  respecting,  repealed  as  to  Neurnnki 

Smith  and  Kriateen,  time  of  filing  claim   of, 

land  ill  Calil'arnia,  extended 

Sneed,  Wiley,  nine  of  filing  claim  uf,  lo  land 

California,  extended 

Special  agent,  of  mails  in  California,  pay  of,  S 

of  the  Oepaitoienta  to  give  b.inds 

State  Department,  appropriations  for. . . . 
Slaiueof  Andrew  Jackson,  appropriation  for,' 
Steam-boilers,  appiopriatiuii  lu  test  iniproveraenj 

in 221' 

Stockbridges,  the,  appropriation  for.  .2244,  23'^ 
Superintendent    of    Piinling,    additional    dcr 

of. 

Supreme  Court,  errors   and  appeal  to, from  Kni 

saa 2331,  23" 

errors  and  appeal  to,  from  Nebrufka.. 
Surveyor  General,  office  of,  estalilished  in  K.'xJ 
sas,  Nebraska,  and  New  Mexico., 
office    of,    established    in  Washington    'Vnt 

tory 

Surveys — see  Cnast  Surrey. 

appropriations  for 

of  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi 

T. 

Taylor,  Andrew,  payment  to !S45 

Territory  of  KoDsas  csiablished 22^:0 

of  Nebraska  established 

Texas  Indians,  the,  appropriation  for.. . . 
Tuscumbia,  (Alabama,)  made  a  port  uf  deliver  j 


U. 


aai 


Umpquas,  the,  appropriation  for 22< 

Unclaimed  goods,  sale  of  perishing,  or  deprf«l 

ting 

Utah,  construction  of  «  road  in 

to  be  reimbursed  expenses  in  Indian  hosiiliii* 

increase  of  salaries  of  officers  of 

Utahs,  the,  appropriaiion  for 2245,  33^ 

W. 

Warden  of  penitentiary,  annual  report  of. 
Warehouses,  private  bonded,  established., 

private,  what  m.iy  be  used  as 

private  bond  required 

goods  may  remain  three  years  in 

rewarehousing  in  other  ports 

bond 

existing  leases  lo  be  canceled  at  earliest  opr 
lunity 2;__ 

Secretary  may  establish  rules,  <&c.,  re«pecu< 
warehouses  t., , 
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rartlioa««s,  deposit  in,  of  goods  srriving  •"  "»- 

seU  propelled  by  steam •  -2250 

'.'uhington  Territory,  lands  in,  donauore  of\ 

n        2237 

in. 2237 

:i-d  or:i:t9  in ^3J 

ino-ease  of  salsries  of  officers  of ^"-39 

Ve«i,  the,  appropriations  for 2245,  22G3 

VidowB,  pensions  and  bounty  lands  of,  in  case  of 

a  second  marria»e 2263 

,  Georee  W.,  payment  to 2246 

Meredith,  payment  to 2246 

.  ir.o  aod  current  charts,  appropriation  for,  2234. 

2264 
'I'innebosDca,  the, appropriations  for 2241, 

'Viseonsin,  selection  of  lands  by 2250 

Woodman,  George  H.,  time  o(  filing  claim  of,  to 

land  in  California,  extended 2226 

Wool.  General  John  E.,  thanks  of  Congress  tn, 

2323 

sword  to r 2263,2322 

Wraadots,  the,  appropriation  for 2245 


i  Croix,  DuBuan  de  la, land  title  of,confirmed,  2327 

Crosby,  Pierce,  settlement  of  claim  of. 2332 

I  Crute,  John,  payment  of  pension  of 2333 

'  Culver,  Sylvanus,  land  warrant  to  issue  to.  .2334 
Curraii,  William,  assignment  of  a  bounty  land 

warrant  to,  confiimed 233i 

Cushing,Mary  H.,  land  »-«rrant  to  issue  to,  2335 

D. 

Darby,  William,  jr.,  payment  to 2332 

Davis,    William,    payment     to     lepresenlaiivfs 

of • .232.J 

Day,  Ira,  payment  to 2326 

Deany,  Mary,  pension  of. 2325 

Dickerhoff,  Andrew  J.,  pension  of 2336 

Disuict  of  Columbia,  extension  of  railroads  into. 

2333 

Dorsev.  Llovd,  authorized  to  enter  certain  Innd, 

'  2337 

Dousman,  Hercules  L.,  title  of,  confirmed.  .2323 

Driskill,  William,  payment  to 2331 

I  Duff,  John, suit  against,  to  be  discontinued.  .2328 

Dunning,  James,  payment  to 2329 

E. 

Edwards,  William  B.,  pension  of 2325 

Edwards,  James,  payment  to 2330 

Ellis,  Giles  U.,  payment  to 2336 

El  I'aracuay,  the,  register  to  issue  to,  under  n 

r!?w  name. 2325,  23.39 

Emna  Eger,  the,  register  to  issue  for 2323 

F. 

Factor,  William  S.,  payment  to 2328 

Falcon,  the,  register  to  issue  for,  under  another 

name 2323 

Fanning,  A.  C.  W.,  payment  to  executors  of,  2327 

Faulkner,  Jesse  R.,  pension  of 23-'5 

Field,    Alexander    P.,    stltlement    of   accoun:s 

of 2338 

Fisher,  Harriet  F  ,  payment  to 2330- 

purchase  of  patent  of 2330 

Fleuriau  land  claim,  lille  confirmed 2330 

Florian,  C.  J.  B.,  land  lille  of,  confirmed. .  .2330 
Fortv-five     township,    Missouri,    school    lands 

'of 2338 

Frazer,  John,  payment  to 2331 

Frazer,  Thomas,  pension  of. 2325 

Freeman,  Rebecca,  pension  of 2330 

Frfmoni,  John  C,  payment  to 2332 

Frink,  John,  payment  to 2335 

G. 

Gass,  Patrick,  land  warrant  to  issue  to 2336 

Georgetown  Gas-Light  Company ,  charter  of,  2326, 
i  "  b  r  232^ 

i  Gibson,  George  W.,  pension  of. 2326 

...        „  ..  nooa   1  Glamorgan,  the,  change  of  name  of 2336 

Bemietl,  Albert  G  ,  payment  to. 2328  ,      ^^^  ^   ,^^^^  ^^  .^^^^  ^^^ ,^^^ 


PRIVATB. 

ibby France*,  ihe.reeisier  to  issue  to 2326 

'.beona,  the,  name  of,  changed 2325 

Addison,  S.  R.,  payment  to ..2332 

vAen.  Julia,  payment  of  amount  of  pension  to, 

•^  2335 

J. leiandria  and  Washington  railroad,  extension 

of,  into  the  District  of  Columbia,  aulhor- 

iied 2333 

authorized  to  bridge  the  Potomac 2333 

\meiia,  the,  register  to  issue  to,  under  the  name 

of  the  Abby  Frances 2326 

Andrews,  Asa,  settlement  of  accounts  of. ..2331 
Annigo,  Joan  C.,  adjustment  of  accounts  of,  2339 
Arnold,  John,  extension  of  patent  of,  to  repre- 
sentatives of. 2324 

B. 

Baggerly ,  Rebecca,  pension  of 2335 

>iker,  Grafton,  payment  to 2325 

;!iker,  Jacob,  pension  of 2336 

iialdwin,  Ira,  land  warrant  to  issue  to 2321) 

payment  to .2329 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  authorized   (on  a  | 
certain   contingency)  to   extend  the  road  I 

into  the  District  of  Columbia 2333  I 

iB,  William,  payment  of  pension  of. . .  .2333  : 
bien,  Jean  Baptists,  land  patent  to  issue  tn,  j 

Beeb»,Hiiah,  payment 'to  widow  and  heirs  of, 
••  2325 


pay; 
^^Baltin 

^^Birtoi 


Bentley,  George  M.,  pension  of 23.38 

Bishop,  George  G.,  extension  of  patent  of.  .2324  | 
Bispham,  John  E.,  payment  to  executor  of,  2324 

Blake,  William,  increase  of  pension  of 2.323  , 

Bouton,  Richard  M.,  payment  to 2330 

purchase  of  patent  of,  for  percussion  caps,  2330  1 

Brady,  Samuel  W. ,  pension  of. 2326 

Bronaugh,  Thomas,  pension  of. 2337 

Brown," Pamela,  pension  of 2330 

Brown,  William,  pension  of 23.33 

Bryan,  John  A.,  adjustment  of  account  of.  .2339 

Buckles,  J.  C,  payment  to 2336 

Bnckner,  W.  P.,  settlement  of  claims  of. .  ..2332 

C. 
Call,  Ira,  pension  of. 233G 


regif 

Glenn,  Thomas  K.,  settlement  of  account  of,  23.i7 
Glentworlh,  James,  payment  of  pension  of,  23,33 

Glenwood  Cemetery,  charter  of. 2327 

Goggin,  James  M.,  settlement  of  claim  of. .  .2330 
Gonder,  Joseph,  suit  against,  to  be  discontinued, 

2328 
Good,  Caleb  J.,  payment  to,  as  executor  of  J.  E. 

Bispham 2324 

Grampus,  the,  relief  of  families  of  officers  and 

crew  of 2330 

Gray,  McMurdo  &,  Co.,  payment  to 2324 

Green,  James  F.,  pension  of. 2324 

Green,  Thomas  C,  land  patent  to  issue  to.  .2336 
Greene,  Nathaniel,  payment  to  administrator  of, 

2333 


Camnao,  Joseph,  land  patent  to  issue  to. . .  .2338  |  Grignon,  Robert,  payinent  to 23 J8 

CapM.  James    pension  of 2337      Gunnison,  Mrs.,  pension  of. . ...  •••••••••  •23^'* 

CHfon    Msrv.  pension  of. 2399     Gunter,  Charles  G.,  land  title  of,  confirmed,  2333 


Carlton,  Msry,  pension  o 

Cash,  David  C,  payment  to 2336 

Caxillo,  Rosalie,  authorized  to  surrender  certain 

land,  and  take  other  land 2336 

Cemetery,  Glenwood,  incorporation  of 2327 

Champion,  Silas,  pension  of. 2324 

Chapman, Thomas,  payment  to  representatives  of, 
'^  2329 

Cbipraan,  Henry,  payment  to 2333 

Clendenin,  John  G.,  paymentto  administrator  of, 

Cochrane,  Sally  T.  B.,  payment  to 2329 

Collins.  Jamea  L.,  adjustment  of  accounts  of, 

2339 

Cook, Lyman  N.,  pension  of. 2324 

Cooper,  Charles,  &  Co.,  payment  to 2329 

Crandall,  Sarah,  pension  of. 2329 

Cribben.  Lawrence,  authorized    to  enter  certain 

l,nds 2324 

33d  Conobesb — 1st  Session. 


Gusman,  John,  land  claim  of,  confirmed . . .  .2325 
Gwin,  Francis  M.,  land  warrant  to  issue  to, 2339 

H. 
Hale,  Mordecai,  payment  of  pension  of. . . .  .2333 

Hallowell,  the,  change  of  name  of. 2326 

new  register  to  issue  for 2326 

Halsied,  Henry  N.,  pension  of 2335 

Hamilton,  A.  Boyd,  settlement  of  accounts  of, 

2338 

Hamilton,  Mary  C,  pension  of 2323 

Hammond,  Benjamin,  pension  of 2335 

Harris,  William,  payment  to 2330 

Hempsiead,  Samuel  H.,  payment  to 2331 

Hendernon,  Robert,  land   title  of,  confirmed   to 

heirs  of 2326 

Henderson,  William  H.,  land  title  confirmed  m, 

3326 


Hernandez,  Manuel,  authorized  to  locate  cerinin 

land 9328 

Hodge,  Andrew,  to  be  discharged   from  a  bond, 

2332 

Hooe,  Emelie,  pension  of. 2.324 

Hudson,  Lemuel,  pension  of 2323 

I. 
Ingraham,  Zadoc  C,  release  of,  from  a  judgment, 

2325 
Ivy,  the,  hams  of  the  El  Paraguay  changed  to, 

2:)25,  2339 


Jack,  Mathew,  payment  to  heirs  of 2337 

James  Rose,  tlie,  name  of  vessel  chniiged  to,  2326 

new  revJBier  to  issue  for 2326 

Jarrero,  Jusc  Muria,  settlement  of  claim  of.  ,2.334 
Jeffries,  James,  release  of,  from  a  penally . .  .2326 
Jenningii,  Thomas  D.,  authorized  to  enter  certain 

land 2329 

Jerauld,  Sylvester  S.,  location  of,  confirmed, 2331 
John  Dutton,  the,  change  of  name  of 2323 

nenr  register  to  issue  fur 2323 

Johnson,  Allen  G.,  payment  to 2323 

Johnson.  Hezekiah,  pension  of 2324 

Jones,  Charles  L.,  settlement  of  claims  of..  .2330 
Jones,  John  R., authorized  to  locate  land.... 2^36 

Jones,  John  S  ,  settlement  of  claims  of 2381 

Jones,  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  release  of  judgment 

against 2.337 

Jones,  William  Claude,  payment  to 2338 

Jordan,  Thomas,  settlement  of  accounts  of.,  .2336 
Joy,  the,  name  of  vessel  changed  to 2325 

mistake  in  new  name  corrected 2329 

K. 

Kelly,  John  W.,  settlemel?t  of  account  of.. ..2327 
Kennedy,  Joshua,  payment  to  representative  of, 

2329 

King,  John  S.,  pension  of 2338 

King,  Richard,  land  lille  of,  confirmed 23:29 

L. 

Lands,  public,  acts  respecting,  in  favor  of — 

Baldwin,  Ira 2329 

Beaubien,  Jean  Baptiste 2333 

Campnu,  Joseph ...:.... 9338 

Caxillo,  Rosalie 2336 

Cribben,  Lawrence 2334 

Croix,  Dusuan  de  la 2327 

Culver,  Sylvanus 2334 

Curran,  William 2337 

Cushing,  Mary  H 2335 

Dorsay,  Lloyd 2337 

Dousman,  Hercules  L 2323 

Fleuriau,  Charle.i  J.  B 2330 

Forty-five  township,  Missouri '. ...^338 

Gass,  Patrick 2336 

Green,  Thomas  C 2336 

Gunier,  Charles  G 2333 

Gusman,  John 2325 

Gwin,  Froncis  M 2339 

Henderson,  Robert 2326 

Henderson,  William  H 2326 

Hernandez,  Manuel 2328 

Jennings,  Thomas  D 2329 

Jerauld,  Sylvester  S 2331 

King,  Richard 2329 

Luco,  Jose  L 2326 

Luco,  Juan  L 2326 

Marion  township,  Ohio 2335 

Matthews,  E.  P 2.334 

Mattingly ,  George 2335 

McElhinney,  William  J 23.34 

McGirk,  George 2,335 

McGuire,  Louisa  and  Robert  F 2,338 

McVea,  John 2.334 

Mctoyer,  Benjamin 2337 

Minnesota 2330, 2.337 

Mitchell,  Joseph 2329 

Morass,  Victor 2329,  2,330 

Myers,  Thomas 2338 

Newcom,  Bill 2323 

Pavie,  Charles 2337 

Penn ,  A.  G 2332 

Petel,  Moses 2335 

Pine  Grove  Academy 2331 

•Poncin,  Peter 2330 

Raoul, Gaston  S 2332 

Richard.  Henry ; 2331 

Roman,  A.  B 2,326 

Smith,  Elizsbelh  C 2323 

Wheal,  Co.  rad 2330 

La  Reintree,  Henry,  payment  to 2332 
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Latham,  Cornelius  H.,  pension  or. 3326 

Lnushery,  A.  S.,  land  wnrrant  to  issue  to..  .S337 

Lavnlielis,  Ellas  A.  F.,  payment  to £135 

Leach  Ann,  pension  of 2338 

Leavenworth,  Hariiei,  pension  of 3334 

Leiidrum,  Captain  J.  H.,  adjustment  of  accounts 

of 3337 

Lewis,  HenrTi  authorized  to  enter  certain  lard, 

2339 

Lewis,  James  M.,  pension  of 3335 

Levy,  Jonas  P.,  setilement  of  claim  of. 3334 

Low,  James  W.,  payment  to .3331 

Luco,  JnEg  L.,  permitted  to  file  a  California  land 

claim .3326 

Luco,  Juan  L.,  permitted  to  file  a  California  land 

claim 3326 

M. 

Mackay,  Helen,  payment  to 3334 

Marion  township,  (Ohio,)  school  lands  of. .  .3335 
IVlayBvllle   and   Benicia    railroad,    right   of   way 
granted  to,  at,  and  near  Benecia,  (Califor- 
nia)   3338 

Matthews,  E.  P.,  authorized  to  enter  certain  land, 

3334 
Maltingly,  Genrge,  conveyance  of  land  in  Wdsh- 

ington.  District  of  Columbia,  to 3335 

Maury,  Lieutenant  M.  P.,  permiiied  to  accept 
present  of  a  medal  from  the  Kin^  of  Swe- 
den  23.S9 

Mauzy,  Fayette,  to  be  credited  a  certain  amount 

on  a  judgment 3335 

Mayo,  William,  pension  of 2.334 

McBlnir,  T.  P.,  adjustment  of  ac-ounts  of.  .3311 
McElhinney,  William  J.,  authorized  to  enter  cer- 
tain land 2334 

McGirk,  George,  representatives  of,  authorized 

to  enter  certain  land 2338 

McGuire,  Louisa,  land  tiile  of,  confirmed. .  .2337 
McGuire,  Robert  F.,  land   title   of,   confirmed, 

3337 
McSneely,  John  F.,  authorized  to  enter  cermin 

land 3335 

McMinn,  Joseph,  pension  of. 3335 

McVea,  John,  authorized   to  enter  certain  land, 

2335 
Means,  John  0  ,  settlement  of  accounts  of.  .3334 
Merchant,  Charles  Q.,  settlement  of  accounts  of, 

2333 
Meloyer,  Benjamin,  authorized  to  enter  certain 

land , 2337 

Miller,  William,  pension  of 2329 

Minnesota,  repeal  of  act  granting  land  to,  for  rail- 
roads  3337 

to  select  other  school  lands  in  lieu  of  those  of 

P.  Poncin 3330 

Mitchell,  Joseph,  payment  to 2329 

bounty  land,  warrant  of 3339 

Morass,  Victor,  authorized  to  surrender  certain 

lands  and  enter  others 3329 

Morell,  Maria,  payment  to 2333 

Morgan,  Alexander  G.,  settlement  of  clnims  of, 

3333 
Mount  Vernon,  the,  name  of  the  Abeona  chanced 

to 2325 

new  registry  to  issue  for 2325 

Myers,  Thomas,  assignment  of  bounty  land  war- 
rant of,  confirmed 2338 

N. 

National  Hotel  Company,  charier  of. 3234 

Nelson,  Alton,  peAsion  of .3324 

Newcom,  Bill,  payment  of  land  warrant  to  Eliza- 
beth C.  Smith  for  services  under  that  name, 

3333 
Nightingale,  Phineas  M.,  payment  to 2333 

O. 

Olmstead,  Moses,  pension  of 2325 

P. 

Parton,  Madison,  payment  to. 2324 

Patent,  of  Arnold  bishop  extended 2324 

of  Richard  M.  Bouton  and  others,  for  percus- 
sion caps,  purchase  of 2330 


Pavie,  Charles,  error  in  land  claim  of,  to  be  cor- 
rected  2337 

Pearce,  Jonathan,  pension  of. 3336 

Penn,  A.Q  ,auihurized  to  enter  certain  land,  2333 
Pensions,  acts  respecting,  in  favor  of — 

BttEgerly,  Rebecca 233G 

Baker,  Jacob 2.336 

Barton ,  William 3333 

I       Beniley ,  George  M ." 23.38 

M      Blake,  William 2323 

I i      Brady,  Samuel  W 2326 

l'      Bronaugh,  Thoma 2337 

i        Drown,  Pamela 2330 

j :      Brown,  William 2.333 

i       Call,  Ira 2336 

I       Capen,  James 3337 

;'      Carlton,  Mary 2.329 

Champion,  Silas 2.324 

Cook,  Lyman  N 23M 

Crandall,  Sarah 2339 

Cruie,  John 2333 

Deany ,  Mary 2325 

Dirkerhoff,  Andrew  J 2330 

Edwards,  William  B 2325 

Faulkner,  Jesse  R 3.335 

Frazer,  Thomas 2325 

Freeman,  Rebecca 3330 

Gibson,  George  W 2326 

Glcntworth,  James 2333 

Green,  James  F 2324 

Gunnison,  Mrs 3334 

Hale,  Mordecai 2333 

Halsted,  Henry  N : 2335 

Hamilton,  M*ry  C 2323 

Hammond,  Benjamin ; 23.35 

Hooe,  Emelie 2324 

Fludson,  Lemuel 2324 

Johnson,  Hezekiah 2334 

King,  John  S 2335 

Latham,  Cornelius  H 3326 

Leach,  Asa 2.335 

Leavenworth,  Harriet ' 2324 

Lewis,  James  N 2335 

Mayo,  William 2324 

McMinn,  Joseph 2335 

Miller,  William 3329 

Nelson,  Alton 3334 

Olmstead,  Moses 23i5 

Pearce,  Jonathan 233G 

Porter,  Thomas 23.37 

Raymond,  Warren 2.335 

Rowe,  Benjamin .' 3325 

Sewell,  Clement 2333  i 

Snow,  Henry  J 2335  i 

Staples,  Charles 2327  j 

StaflTord,  Aaron 2324 

Stoll,  Urban 2382 

Stuart,  Philip 2333 

Torrence,  G.  W 2336  i 

Towle,  David 3329 

Tripp,  Albro 2,3.35  ; 

Walsh,  James 2,335  i 

Welch,  James  K 33.35 

Weslcott,  Charlotte  S 2335 

White,  Robert 2333 

Wormaley,  James 2,331 

i  Pere.T,  Josf  L.,  adjustment  of  account  of. .  .2339 
Percussion  caps,  purchase  of  patent  for. . .  .2.3.30 
Petet,  Mosed,  authorized   to  enter  certain  land, 

2338 
Pettibone,  Sylvester,  property  of,  released  from 

two  judgments 3333  ' 

Phagon,  John,  payment  to 2329 

Pierce,  Levi,  tjischarge  of,  from  a  bond 2332 

Pine  Grove  Academy,  land  title  of,  confirmed, 

2331  ^ 
Pioneer  Manufocturing  Company,  charter  of,  2336  I 

Poncin,  Peter,  land  title  of,  confirmed 2330  I 

Port  Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  railroad,  right  of  ' 

way  granted  to,  at  Fort  Gratiot 23,36 

Porter,  Thomas,  pension  of 3337 

Porter,  W.  D.,  settlement  of  accounts  of.  .3334 
Prioleau,  Samuel,  payment  to  representatives  of,  l 

2328  ■ 


a. 

Q,ueen  City,  the  fl'flie  of  the  Falcon  changed  lo, 

3323       I 
new  register  to  'touefor 2333 

R. 

Raoiil,  Gaston  T.,  authorized  to  enter  certain  land 

23" 

Rayburn,  Samuel  K.,  payment  to 

Raymond,  Warren,  pension  of 3.3.3J 

Read,  Harriet  O.,  payment  to 2334 

Richard,  Henry,  land  confirmed  to  osaignee^o^ 

Roberts,  Benjamin  S.,  payment  to 

Roman,  A.  B.,  confirmation  of  title  of. . 

Rowe,  Benjanrin,  pension  of. 

Russell,  Thomas  S.,  settlement  of  account 

2339 
Russell,  William  H.,  settlement  of  account  of^J 

233H 

Sewell,  Clement,  payment  of  pension  of. ...2333 

Simonds,  Lewis  E.,  payment  to 333 

Simonds,  Priscilla  C.,  payment  to 

Simonton,  Isaac  P.,  payment  to  representative 
of. 

Simpton,  George,  payment  to 

Smith,  Elizabeth  C.,  payment  and  land  warrant 
to,  for  services  under  the  name  of  Bill 
Newcom 2333_ 

Smith,  Jeremiah   M.,  released  from  a  penallj 

Smith,  William  G.,  payment  to 

Snodgrass,  Thomas,  payment  to 

Snow,  Henry  J.,  pension  of. 

Southerland,  payment  to 

Staples,  Charles,  pension  of. 

SlafTord,  Aaron,  pension  of. 

Sieenrnd,  Daniel,  settlement  of  claim  of. 

Sienchen,  payment  to 

Sieunrt,  Adam  D.,  payment  to 

Stoll,  Urban,  pension  of 

Stuart,  Philip,  payment  of  pension  of. . .  < 
Sumner,  Thomos  H.,  purchase  ef  copyright  of 

Swan,   Caleb,    payment  to  representatives  of, 

2333 

Taylor,  Lavinia,  payment  lo SCi! 

Torrence,  G.  W.,  pension  of 

Towle,  David,  pension  of 

Township  forty-five,  Missouri,  school  lands  otM 

Tripp,  Albro,  pension  of. 

U. 
Uiica  Steam  Woolen   Manufacturing  Company/ 
payntent  to .S232G 

W. 

Wallace,  William,  payment  of  pension  of.  .3333 

Wnlah,  James,  pension  of 2333 

Ward,  Robert  G.,  to  have  a  certain  credit  on  a 

judgment 2325 

Washington,  Llewellyn,  payment  to 3326 

Watson,  Joseph,  release  of  claim  against., 

Weirick,  William  H.,  payment  to , 

Welch,  James  K.,  pension  of. 

Wells,  Clark  H.,  payment  to 

Welsh,  George  P.,  payment  to , 

Westcoit,  Charlotte  S.,  pension  of. , 

Wheat,  Conrad,  Jr.,  location  of,  confirmed,] 
White,  Robert,  payment  of  pension  of., 

Williams,  Ezra,  payment  to 

Willis,  Anthony  G.,  payment  to 

Willis,  Lewis  B.,  payment  to 

Wilson,  John  S.,  payment  lo 

Wizard,   the  name  of  the  Qlomorgan  cha 

to 

new  register  to  issue  for 

Woodbridge,  William,  paymentio 

Woodbury,  William,  adjustment  of  accounta  of," 

2339 

Wormsley,  James,  pension  of 2331 

Wright,  George,  purchase  of  potent  of 2330 
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Page  168,  3d  column,  36  lines  from  top,  for 
"John,"  read  Gtorge. 

Page  303,  Int  column,  37  lines  from  top,  for 
•'  Colon.l  K.,"  read  Colonel^. 

Page  316,  31  column,  9  lines  from  bottom,  for 
"or,"  read  (o. 

Page  347, 3d  column,  47  lines  from  top,  for  "  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,"  read  Postmaster 
Central, 

Page  835, 3d  column,  33  lines  from  top,  for  "  Na- 
val appropriation  bill,"  read  sleam-frigale  bill. 

Page  1382,  3d  column,  2  lines  from  bottom,  for 
"  March  3,  1852,"  read  Jlugwt  30,  1852. 


HOUSE    ERRATA. 

Page  1420,  2d  column,  22  linea  from  top,  for 

"  March  30,"  read  .iugvst  30. 
Page  1737,  3d  column,  31  lines  from  bottom,  for 

"  Bohia  Honda,"  read  Rio  Honda. 
Page  2006,   1st  column,  9  lines  from  lop,  for 

"  Geore;e,"  read  Gurin. 
Page  2033,  3d  column,  27  lines  from  bottom,  for 

"George  N.  Corell,"  read  George  Morrell. 
Page  1860,  l»t  column,  39  lines  from  bottom,  for 

"  Mr.  G.  Smith,"  read  fmiiam  G.  Smith. 
Page  21 13, 1st  column,  4line8  from  top,  for  "Nancy 

Payne  and  Sarah  Laramee,"read.Vancy  Boteen 

and  Sarah  Larrabee. 


Page  1371,  3d  column,  35  liott  fh>m  top,  for 
"  hereafter, "read  heretofore. 

Page  3111,  Ist  column,  39  linea  from  top,  for 
"  evidence,"  read  eonreyancM. 

Page  3132,  3d  column,  9  lines  from  top,  for  "J. 
Cash,"  read  D.   C.  Cash. 

Page  2133,  3d  column,  18  lines  from  top,  for  "  Ja- 
cob Parker,"  read  Jacob  Baker. 

Page  2241,  1st  column,  22  lines  from  bottom,  for 
"  land  office,"  read  land  dialriet. 

Page  2320,  3d  column,  14  lines  from  bottom,  for 
"  Florida,"  read  Tampa, 
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:rks  fiiilhorir.prt  by  tlip  itiird  sei-tion  of  the  net  of  Mnrcli 
lP*53,  tfOlilliMl  '*  An  act  nmkiii!*  approtirialions  for  the 
ril  and  (liplntimijr  ex|>eiii>Rfl  of  Uov^niineiu  for  the  year 
lin^  Ilie  Jt>th  of  June,  lti.Vl,"  in  the  ntfice  of  the  ltegi«ler 
^liic  Treasury,  tliree  clerkw  of  chisn  four,  to  inctude  the 
irk  now  aulhorir.rd  to  take  charge  of  the  red<'m|i(ion  of 
'k«  ;  and  in  the  office  of  tlie  CoHittit!»»ioner  of  Pension!*, 
clerftK  of  class  two,  and  fll'leen  clerlt-*  of  clas»  lltree; 
ll  f»uch  clerks  jstmll  be  paid  nccording  to  the  iirovi-«ions  ol 
id  section,  out  of  any  money  iu  Uie  Treasury  not  other- 
Ire  appropriated. 

,Mr.  President,  two  of  these  clerks  nre  proposed 
be  ailded  to  the  Treasury  Department  as  sta- 
itical  cierks  in  the  Register's  office:  and  the  Sec- 
'tary  of  the  Treasury  says  it  is  indispensable  to 
liuve  tliem,  in  order  to  answer  the  calls  for  statis- 
.c».     The  other  clerk  in  this  office,  for  whom  we 
'opoBc  to  provide,  has  been  there  undera  special 
__;!,  but  was  not  brought  under  the  classification 
made  last  year.    This  only  brings  him  within  the 
clnsiiification,  and  legalizes  his  employment.    We 
irojioseto  add  twenty  clerks  to  the  Pension  Office, 
'\  as  to   make  the  whole  number  sixty-nine  in- 
td  of  forty-nine,  as  at  present.     That  estimate 
"was  made  for  theclassification  a  year  ago  or  more, 
Bnd  there  were  then  in  the  Pension  Office  some- 
thing like  one  hundred  and  forty  clerks;  but  it  was 
supposed  that  the  business  would  diminish,  and 
^^^terefore  only   forty-nine  clerks  were  estimated 
^^Br.     The  Commissioner  of  Pensions   does   not 
^H^ink  that  he  can  get  along  with  less  than  sixty- 
^Hnne,  and  hence  it  is  proposed  to  add  twenty  to 
^Hie  present  forty-nine.     That  is  the  object  of  the 
^Ttmendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HUNTER.    The  next  amendment  of  the 
mmilteeon  Finance  is  to  add  the  following  sec- 
>n: 

Sec. —  Jtnil  he  U  further  erMicicoT,  That  the  conipen- 
salinn  of  Ihe  sp^'cial  mail  agent  of  the  Po.Ht  Office  De- 
partment in  California  (iliall  be ihon-^and  didlarsperan- 

iiMm,  such  rate  lo  take  eflect  in  virtue  of  Ihia  pntviaion 
from  July,  I,  IS-W. 

Mr.  GVVIN.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank  in  that 
amendment  with  "five,"  so  as  to  make  the  salary 
JJ5,000,  and  I  will  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  amendment  is  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance.  When  this  officer  wasappointed, 
and  his  commission  sent  out  to  California,  the 
compensation  was  «>1, GOO  n  year,  and  he  would 
not  accept  it  at  that  salary.  The  services  of  such 
an  officer  were  indispensable;  and  this  gentleman 
was  one  of  the  most  competent  men  in  the  State, 
and  had  the  confidence  of  all  sections.  The  dele- 
gation in  Congress  from  California  stated  to  him 
that  if  he  would  accept  the  office  and  discharge  its 
dutieti,  they  would   exert   themselves  to  have  the 

Iompensation  placed  at  the  sum  which  I  propose. 
Phat  document  is  in  the  hands  of  the  chairman  of 
fe  Committee  on  Finance. 
In  addition  to  that,  there  is  a  letter  from  the 
iostmaster  at  S.in  Francisco,  stating  that  the  ser- 
Ices  of  this  gentleman  were  indispensiible,  and 
pat  he  would  not  accept  the  office  unless  he  had 
pis  compensation  guarantied  to  him,  at  least  so 
far  as  the  delegation  in  Congress  from  that  State 
could  do  so. 

The  Postmaster  General  has  recommended,  in 
his  annual  report,  that  this  increased  salary  should 
^^hj  given,  and  he  has  estimated  for  it  at  $4,000. 
^^He  has  always  agreed  that  Ihe  salary  should  be 
^^K,000,  but  inasmuch  as  that  of  the  postmaster  al 
^TSan  Francisco  is  but  $4,000,  he  thought  to  give 
the  |>OKt  office  agent  in  California  a  larger  salary 
ould  not  be  treating  that  postmaster  well;  but 
lat  officer  himself  has  sent  a  letter  here,  since 
It  estimate  was  made,  urging  that  hia  salary 
uld  be  placed  at  $5,000. 
The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  «'five"  was 
;reed  to,  and  the  amendment,  as  thus  amended, 
IS  adopted. 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  am  instructed  bjr  the  Com- 
ilted  on  the  Library  to  oflfer  the  folk)wing  ameod- 

it: 
For  conTlnuine  ttie  preparation  and  publication  of  the 
»l«n'ntyp<-d  calalngue  of  iJio  library  of  Congress,  ^,tWO. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON.     1  am  instrncted  by  the  Com- 

uttee  on  Foreign  Relalionp  to  move  to  amend  the 

-  ..g^j.......  ....... 


bill,  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  Department  of  State,  the  following: 

For  payment  to  John  Rozman  Keer,  in  addition  to  hii 
salary  and  allowances,  a  chant  d'ajfaire^  to  Nicaragua, 
the  amount  of  iiis  expenses  on  die  journey  to  San  Salva- 
dor and  (;uaieniahi,  and  of  ^i8  expenses  at  those  capitals, 
under  his  commissions  lo  the  Governments  of  lliose  lleput>- 
tics,  toKctber  witli  a  full  oulfil  .-is  cAorj;^  ri'a^uirc*  to  the 
*'  national  representation*'  of  Central  .America. 

I  will  simply  say,  that  I  conferred  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  I- 
understood  him  to  concur  with  me  that  the  larger 
portion  of  this  amount  ought  at  least  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  deficiency,  because  it  might  have  been 
paid  out  of  the  fund  for  contingent  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations.  If  gentlemen  desire  to  hear 
the  history  of  the  ca.se  I  will  give  it  with  pleasure, 
but  the  amendment  has  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  t  think  there 
can  be  no  objection  lo  it;  hut  if  any  gentleman 
desires  an  explanation  I  will  give  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  lo  olTer  the 
following  amendment: 

For  continuing  the  wnrlts  for  bringing  water  into  the  city 
of  Washington,  $500,000. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  state 
that  thi.'i  a|iproprialion  is  one  regularly  asked  for 
by  the  War  Department.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  addressed  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  asking  for  this  appro- 
priation, and  assigningsome  reasons  why  it  should 
be  made  at  this  time.     I  will  read  it: 

War  Dkp-iktmknt,         > 
Wabiiinoton,  FchrHary  U,  1854.  J 
Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  tn  submit  herewith  R  communl- 
calioii  from  Captain  M.  C.  Meigs,  corps  4f  engineers,  to 
charge  of  ihe  Potomac  aqueduct,  presenline  iln|K)rtaitt  con- 
siderations in  supiHjrl  of  Ills  request  for  an  early  appropria- 
tifin  li>r  that  worli.  and  beg  leave  lo  ask  for  it  ihe  favornblo 
action  of  llie  Committee  lor  the  District  of  Columbia  al  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JKFF.  DAVIS,  Secrelaryof  War. 
Hon.  MnsEs  Norrib, 

Chainnan  Committee  f^r  the  District  of  Cotumbia, 

I  have  before  me  the  original  provision,  making 
an  appropriation  for  this  purpose.  It  was  made 
in  these  words: 

"  To  he  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  Ihe  purpose  of  bringing  water  into 
the  city  of  Washington,  npon  such  plans  and  from  such 
places, as  he  may  approve,  .^100,000:  Provided,  That  if  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  President  of  the  United  .Slates  shnuht 
require  water  to  be  drawn  from  any  nourcc  within  thr  limiu 
of  Maryland  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Slate 
should  lirst  be  obtained." 

I  desire  to  state,  that  one  of  the  engineer  corps 
was  detailed  by  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  surveys  and  necessary  examinations 
in  reference  to  the  proper  point  from  which  water 
should  be  brought;  and  1  believe  it  was  neces.iary 
that  they  should  go  into  the  State  of  Maryland  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  a  sufficient  supply.  Under 
the  plan  which  has  been  adopted,  water  is  to  be 
brought  from  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac  river. 
That  plan  has  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
the  President,  and  the  ground  has  been  surveyed 
and  a  portion  of  the  work  has  been  commenced. 
The  Department  is  now  unable,  for  the  want  of 
money,  to  procee<l  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
which  is  the  most  favorable  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  work. 

Under  the  law  of  IS.'ja  there  was  a  provision 
contained  in  an  appropriotion  bill,  in  a  clause  as 
to  the  building  of  the  east  wing  of  the  Patent  Office, 
a  clause  which  1  undersiand  has  been  interpreted 
by  the  Department  to  refer  to  all  contracts.  It  is 
in  these  words:  "  And  that  all  contracts  shall 
hereafter  be  advertised  at  least  sixty  days  before 
the  letting."  So  that  the  engineer  who,  under  the 
control  of  the  Government,  now  has  the  manage- 
ment of  this  great  improvement,  is  unable  to  ad  ver- 
tise  for  contracts  for  the  aqueduct,  and  the  neces- 
sary works  for  bringing  the  water  into  theDistricl; 
anil  if  you  delay  the  appropriation  until  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bills  are  passed ,  the  whole  sum- 
mer will  probably  pass  away  before  he  can  give 
the  required  notice  of  sixty  days,  and  get  a  con- 


tract  under  that  notice  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  work  done.  The  Secretary  of  War  deems  it 
very  importont  thot  the  appropriation  should  b«  \ 
made  at  once,  .so  as  lo  enable  Ihe  officer  to  adver- 
tise the  contract,  to  gel  the  work  done.and  lo  sup- 
ply us  at  once  with  the  water  which  was  contem- 
plated by  the  original  provision.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  amendment 
proposed . 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  wish  to  inquir*  of  the  Sena- 
tor whether  it  is  supposed  thai  the  additional 
$500,000  will  complete  this  work.' 

Mr.  PRATT.     It  will  not. 

Mr.  PETTIT.    8100,000  were  appropriated  last  j 
year,  and  now  S500,000  are  asked  for. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator  has  had  the  op- 
portunity of  having  full  knowledgeon  the  subject; 
for  the  report  of  the  engineer  having  charge  of  tha 
work  was  placed  upon  our  tables  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.  The  pipe  in  which  the  water 
is  to  be  conveyed  is  to  be  nine  feet  in  diameter.  . 
It  has  been  changed  by  direction  of  the  President 
from  the  orijinal  plan — seven  feet;  and  the  whole 
cost  will  be  {;2,300,(IOO.  There  has  already  been 
appropriated  JIOO.OOO.  The  work  is,  therefore,  • 
about  to  be  commenced.  If  we  are  to  prosecute 
the  work,  it  is  manifestly  right  thol  we  shoulil 
make  the  appropriation  now,  so  thai  the  whole 
summer  may  not  be  lost  to  the  parties  who  are  to 
carry  on  the  work.  Those  Senators  who  believe 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  done  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment will  vote  against  the  amendment;  but  I 
hope  that  every  Senator  who  believes  that  it  ia 
proper  upon  the  pari  of  this  Government  to  bring  , 
this  supply  of  water  into  the  Federal  city  will 
vote  for  the  amendment.  If  the  appropriation  ii 
lo  be  made,  it  is  right  that  it  should  be  made  now. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  trust  that  will  be  the 
issue,  and  I  want  it  raised  distinctly.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  do  not  believe  that  it  is  any  part  or 
parcel  of  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
bring  water  into  this  "  city  of  magnificent  dis 
tances. "  I  think  the  original  appropriations  ought 
lo  have  been  fought  more  thoroughly,  especially  . 
by  western  men,  who  have  lo  contest  week  after 
week,  and  night  after  night,  for  an  appropriation 
of  g50,000,  or  half  that,  to  remove  the  largest  ob-  , 
structions  which  are  in  the  greatest  rivers  of  the 
West,  or  for  any  little  railroad  bill  which  does  not 
take  a  dollar  out  of  Uncle  Sam's  Treasury,  but 
by  which  he  gels  more  than  he  would  have  got  if 
that  land  had  not  been  appropriated.  I  wish  now 
10  have  a  test  vote;  and  1  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  amendment.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  hna  presented  the  question  fairly,  as  he 
presents  all  questions;  and  1  wish  to  inquire  of 
nim  now  how  many  millions  it  will  take  lo  com- 
plete this  magnificent  water  establishment? 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  I 
suppose. 

Mr.  PRATT,     t  have  staled  already. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  That  statement^  is  as  to  the 
iron  pipe,  if  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  say  that  the  whole  work,  by 
the  increa.se  of  the  capacity  of  the  pipe  required 
under  the  President's  airection,  from  seven  to  nine 
feet  diameter,  according  to  the  present  plan,  which 
will  give  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  to  this  city 
for  ages  to  come,  will  cost  ji2,300,000. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  That  is  according  to 
the  estimates.  We  have  had  some  experience  as 
to  custom-houses  and  various  improvements  of 
this  sort  heretofore,  and  I  apprehend  that,  before 
the  work  is  done  it  will  cost  probably  double  that 
amount.  But  this  is  mere  conjecture  on  my  part. 
The  amount  mentioned  by  the  Senator,  however, 
ia  very  large.  I  trust  that  we  shall  not  commit 
ourselves  to  the  expenditure  of  such  an  immense 
sum  of  money  for  this  work.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PETTIT  Will  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
allow  me  to  ask  whether  there  has  not  been  a 
proposition  to  bring  this  water  here  in  an  abund- 
ant supply  for  a  far  less  sum,  and  whether  he 
has  seen  any  proposition  of  the  kind  ? 

Mr.  DODG  K,  of  Iowa.     I  have  not. 

Mr.  PETTIT.    It  was  suggested  to  me  by  a 
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Senator,  Ihnln  proposition  had  been  made  tn  bring 

'wBier  into  tlie  "Mty  for  a  comparniively  small  sum. 

Mr.   PRATT.      I  wll(  siue   thai  there  were 

.Tarious  projects.     One  was  ro  brins  water  from 

Rock  creek,  which  is  the  creek  dividin;;  Georg;e- 
.town  from  Washington  city.  The  engineers  made 
.  an   estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  which  it 

would  require  to  briiiK  water  from  that  source. 

■  Another  plan  was  to  have  an  immense  reservoir 
at  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Potomac, and  to  liave  the 
water  pumped  from  the  Potomac  into  tiie  reservoir, 
and   pipes  to  carry  it  from   there  to  supply  the 

■  District,  and  the  amount  necessary  to  carry  out 
.that  plan  was  eatimated.     But  the  plan  adopted 

by  the  President  was  lo  bring  the  water  from  the 
Great  Fulls  of  the  Potomac,  in  a  pipe  nine  feel  in 
I  diameter,  which  will  give  a  supply-not  merely  for 
the  present  generation,  but  for  all  generations  to 
come — a  plentiful  supply  for  the  Federal  and 
.  ,  National  city. 

I  had  hoped  to  gel  the  vote  of  my  friend  from 
Iowa  for  this  proposition.  As  he  did  me  the 
honor  to  say  of  me,  1  will  say  of  him,  ihol  he 
certainly  slates  his  propositions  broadly,  and  he 
comes  directly  to  the  pomt.  I  have  always  found 
.him  liberal  towards  other  sections  of  the  Union, 
as  he  expects  others  lo  be  liberal  to  him.  He 
says,  however,  that  the  West  h.nve  lo  fifjht  for 
every  mere  pittance  for  which  they  ask,  and  yet 
here  is  an  appropriation  (or  a  diOerent  section  of 
the  country  of  Ji2,30(l,000,  and  he  thinks  it  ought 
to  have  been  fought  originally  harder  than  it  was, 
and  that  every  Senator  ought  now  to  look  it  in  the 
face,  and  vote  against  it.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it 
comes  well  from  that  section  of  the  counlry  to  say 
they  do  not  receive  their  full  share  of  the  appro- 
priations of  this  Government.  They  do  not  count 
the  public  lands  which  are  appropriated  for  the 
improvement  of  their  various  Stales  as  anything. 
J  do  not  object,  as  I  staled  the  other  day  inci- 
denially,to  tlioae  appropriaiions;  but  in  the  name 
of  all  that  is  good,  let  us  have  the  credit  of  mag- 
nanimity and  generosity  in  agreeing  with  them 
that  they  shall  appropriate  this  public  Irea.siire  for 
their  own  individual  purposes,  only  to  be  inci- 
dentally advantageous  to  us  of  the  old  Stales. 

Let  us  h.ive  the  credit  of  ii,  at  any  rate;  and 
when  here  is  a  work  in  which  they  are  equally 
interested  wiih  us,  a  work  intended  for  the  na- 
tional city,  for  that  city  planned  by  the  Father  of 
his  Counlry,  intended  to  be  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  this  ^reat  Republic,  as  I  hope  it  will  be 
for  all  future  time,  let  us  not  look  at  such  an  ap- 
propriation as  this,  and  say  it  is  sectional  in  its 
character.  What  makes  it  sectional.'  Is  it  alone 
for  the  people  living  here  ?  It  is  for  your  Federal 
«ity.  It  is  for  the  capital  of  this  great  Republic. 
Do  you  call  that  sectional  .>  It  is  for  a  magnifi- 
cent work;  such  a  one  as  is  appropriate  to  the  Na- 
tional Capital;  such  a  one  as  tlie  American  people 
should  feel  proud  to  have  in  the  capital  of  the 
country.  Are  we  to  let  New  York,  Baltimore, 
Pliilndelphia,  and  the  other  cities  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  who,  by  their  own  mere  city  resources, 
are  enabled  to  make  these  improvements,  surpass 
the  Federal  Go%'ernment  in  any  improvement  of 
utility  of  this  sort? 

I  hope  we  shall  have  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
this  question, «nd  that  it  will  be  conaidered  a  test. 
If  we  intend  to  go  on  with  this  work,  let  every 
Senator  who  intends  to  do  so  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. I  agree  that  those  who  are  opposed  to  it 
should  vote  against  the  amendment. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  voted  last  springagainst 
commencing  this  work;  but  it  has  been  com- 
menced, and  therefore  I  do  not  think  this  a  lest 
question.  We  had  «  test  question  at  ihut  time. 
Are  we  to  have  a  test  question  whenever  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  on  this 
work.'  The  riiatter  was  well  considered  last  year, 
and  I  then  opposed  this  work.  1  do  not  recollect 
how  my  friend  from  Iowa  stood  in  regard  to  it. 
Mr.  DODGE, of  Iowa.  I  always  voted  againstit. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  recollect  very  well  that 
I  voted  against  it,  and  made  a  speech  against  it 
myself,  on  the  ground  thatthecity  authoriliesand 
the  people  of  this  city  were  abundantly  able,  like 
those  of  other  cities,  to  supply  themselves  with 
water;  but  on  that  occasion  I  wos  overruled,  as  I 
was  in  regard  lo  the  large  appropriations  for  the 
extension  of  the  Capitol.  1  believe  this  Capiiol, 
as  it  now  stands,  is  large  enough  for  all  constitu- 
tional legislation,  though  for  ibepurponeofagrand 


consolidated   empire,  I    coiifees    it  is    not   large 
enough. 

But,  sir,  in  respect  to  the  water  works,  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  a  year  ago.  The  work  has  been 
commenced;  it  has  been  well  commenced.  This, 
being  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government,  should 
have  such  a  work  as  has  been  commenced.  I  am, 
therefore,  willing  to  vole  for  ihis  appropriation; 
but  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying,  Ihat  this  was 
not  a  teat  question.  The  test  question  was  when 
we  commenced  the  work.  Having  commenced 
it,  and  approving  the  plojt  as  1  do,  1  shall  vote  for 
the  appropriation. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  shall  vote  for  this  appropri- 
ation. 1  was  on  the  committee  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  which  made  the  first  report  in 
favor  of  this  project.  I  was  in  favor  of  it  then, 
have  been  so  ever  since,  and  am  so  now.  In 
every  view  in  which  I  have  looked  at  the  subject, 
I  regard  the  work  ns  one  which  is  necessary  for 
the  Government  itself.  Why,  sir,  what  amount 
of  properly  have  you  in  the  District  of  Columbia.' 
What  are  your  records  worth  ?  And  what  is  your 
defense  against  that  destroying  element  which 
consumes  so  much  of  private  and  public  property 
everywhere.'  Suppose  a  fire  breaks  out  to-mor- 
row in  one  of  the  Departments,  shall  you  have 
the  scenes  which  you  had  when  the  Treasury 
building  was  burnt  down,  and  when  the  General 
Post  Oliice  was  burnt,  ay,  sir,  and  when  the  li- 
brary of  your  Capitol  was  burnt,  and  you  had 
not  the  means  of  putting  out  the  fire? 

Mr.  PETTIT.     There  wiui  plenty  of  water. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  Senator  says,  in  his  seat, 
that  there  was  plenty  of  water.  Sir,  the  little 
pool  in  front  of  the  Capitol  was  exhausted,  and 
everybody  knows  that  that  was  one  of  the  prin- 
ciple causes  why  the  library  was  burnt.  You 
have  not  water  surrounding  any  one  of  your  pub- 
lic buildings  sulhcieiiilo  put  it  out  if  it  were  on  fire 
lo-day.  The  preservation  of  the  vast  amount  of 
property  you  have  here  in  buildings,  and  the  infi- 
nitely more  important  property  in  records,  is  worth 
twenty  limA  ihe  cost  of  ihis  work. 

Whenever  you  undertake  to  put  up  public 
buildings,  or  construct  public  works  of  any  kind, 
1  am  fur  tloing  it  in  the  most  substanlial  manner 
po.ssible,und  in  a  manner  which  shall  reflect  credit 
upon  the  Government.  If  the  thing  is  worth 
doing,  it  is  worth  doing  well.  You  have  already 
appropriated  some,  I  do  not  know  how  many, 
thou-sands  of  dollars,  in  bridging  the  Potomac,  and 
yet  have  no  bridge  there  yet.  Ti  is  this  niggardly 
spirit  of  economy  which  wastes  more  money  than 
it  would  require  three  times  over  to  do  the  thing 
right  at  the  beginning.  If  the  plan  of  that  great, 
far-seeing  old  statesman  [Andrew  JacksonJ  had 
been  pursued  in  reference  to  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  acro.'is  that  river,  you  would  now  have  a 
work  there  worthy  of  the  nation,  and  one  which 
would  not  be  required  to  be  reconstructed  every 
two  or  ihree  years.  He  wanted  lo  put  up  a 
national  bridge,  one  which  would  reflect  credit  on 
the  counlry,  but  in  that  he  was  overruled,  and  1 
think  very  unwisely  overruled. 

If  there  is  a  good,  suHstaniial  reason  for  intro- 
ducing water  into  the  city  of  Washington,  there 
is  a  good  and  sufficient  reason,  growing  out  of  that 
fact,  to  introduce  it  in  the  proper  way,  and  lo  so 
construct  the  works  that  they  will  last  not  only 
during  this  generation,  but  during  nil  genernlions. 
I  know  very  well  that  when  I  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  they  told  us,  as  an  induce- 
ment 10  undertake  the  thing,  that  it  could  be  done 
for  ^00,000  or  §7(10,000.  I  was  not  humbugged  i 
with  any  such  siory.  I  never  dreamed  that  it 
could  be  done  at  a  less  cost  Ihan  some  millions; 
and  I  have  not,  therefore,  been  startled  by  the  ac- 
count given  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  that 
we  were  asked  to  appropriate  some  $2,000,000  or 
P.OOO.ODO. 

New  York  paid  $15,000,000, 1  believe— I  do  not ' 
know  but  that  the  sum  was  larger  than  that — to 
introduce  an  abundant  supply  of  water  into  that 
city.     Sunpose    we  pay  one  third   of  that  sum  , 
for  introducing  an  abundant  supply  of  water  in 
the  city  of  the  nation,  and  the  only  city  over  which 
you  have  the   right  to  exercise  exclusive  legisla- 
live  jurisdiction — what  of  it.'   If  the  city  of  New 
York  could  pay  $15,000,000  for  an  abundant  sup-  j 
ply  of  water,  shall  it  be  said  that  it  is  extravagant 
for  us  to  pay  $3,000,000,  if  indeed  that  sum  shall 
be  required,  to  introduce  an  abundant  supply  here  ' 
to  protect  your  Capitol ,  to  protect  all  your  various  ■ 


Deparimenis,  to  protect  the  house  in  which  thp 
President  lives,  to  protect  all  your  public  records, 
when  every  man  knows,  and  must  admit,  that  all 
those  things  are  insecure  without  the  water'  If 
you  will  show  me  that  there  is  already  an  abund- 
ant supply  here,  at  the  disposal  of  the  public  fof 
public  purposes,  I  will  abandon  my  position;  but 
from  a  pretty  close  invesiigaiion  of  the  mailer 
originally,  I  came  lo  the  conclusion  that  you  had 
no  such  supply;  that  your  records  had  been  burnt, 
and  pulilic  buildings  destroyed,  and  are  liable  to 
be  burnt  and  destroyed  again,  for  want  of  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  water.  1  therefore  went  for  an 
appropriaiion  originally;  I  have  been  for  it  ever 
since,  and  I  am  for  it  now. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  1  believe  it  is  very  desirable 
that  we  should  have  water  forsomeof  the  objectf 
indicated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi; but  I  do  not  ihink  it  devolves  exclusively 
upon  the  Federal  Treasury  to  provide  ihe  means 
for  inlrodcicing  it.  If  we  expend  this  money — 
$3,000,000;  for  I  dare  say  it  will  be $3,000,000  or 
^4,000,000— the  result  of  it  is,  that  the  Federal 
Treasury  is  used  for  the  purgioseof  improving  and 
enhancing  the  valtie  of  the  private  properly  of 
geuilemen  in  the  city  of  Washington,  without  a 
single  dollar  being  contributed  by  them. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  same  might  be  said  of  a 
proposition  to  appropriate  money  to  build  fhs 
walls  of  the  Capitol.  All  improvements  have  tiic 
effect  mentioned  uy  the  Senator. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  No,  sir;  I  have  two  objec- 
tions to  the  gentleman's  proposition.  In  the  first 
place,  I  do  not  regard  this  as  the  capital  of  a  na^ 
tioii  at  all. 

Mr.  BROWN.     What  is  it  the  capital  of? 

Mr.  BUTLER.     Of  the  Confederacy. 


Mr.  BROWN.  -Very  well;  take  it  that  war. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  not  willing  to  lake  th* 
Federal  Treasury  to  improve  ihe  properly  of  in- 
dividuals without  those  individuals  contributing 
something.  But  I  go  upon  another  ground.  If 
this  money  is  to  be  expended  exclusively  under 
the  responsibility  of  Federal  agents — I  rio  nol  eay 
national  agents — it  will  be  abused,  as  all  other  ex- 
penses have  been.  If  you  put  it  in  some  measure 
under  the  security  of  privale  individuals  having 
some  control  over  it,  it  will  be  properly  expended. 
1  shall  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. I  am  in  favor  of  the  principle,  and  voted 
originally  to  commence  this  work,  bul  I  am  op- 
posed to  putting  half  a  million  of  dollars  on  this 
deficiency  bill  when  it  has  already  been  loaded 
down.  The  Committee  on  Finance  have  with- 
held many  important  and  useful  measures,  in 
order  to  put  the  bill  in  such  a  shape  as  to  avoid 
opposition  in  the  other  House.  I  am  willing  to 
vote  on  the  regular  appropriation  bill  for  carrying 
on  Ihis  work,  though  it  will  cost  a  great  deal 
more  money  than  1  supposed  it  would  when  C 
voted  for  it  originally;  but  I  shall  certainly  vola 
against  it  on  the  deficiency  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  naya^ 
resulted — yeas  20,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mesj«rii.  Allen,  Bndficr,  Bayard,  BrndheMi, 
Brown,  l)oii|il.iK,  Ev.iii;*,  Kvt;relt.  Ffmeiid'^u,  FiKtl,  F(m>i, 
HtinU'r,  Jain(!»,  .Ma.*ioii,  I'earce,  Pratt,  Rank,  Shields,  Stu- 
art, nnil  Sunnier— yo. 

NAVS — .Mcfisrf.  Adnnm,  Alchiann.  Butler,  Clay.  DnJ^ 
of  Wi-conxln,  Dodno  of  Iowa,  rilzpnlrick,f*n-Jn.  n.-«iitlin, 
Jones  of  Iowa,  IN-ilil,  Slidcll,  TlionM>'*<ni  of  Kenriieky, 
Tbuuison  of  Niiw  Jersey, VVii(lti,\Villiuni!i,  and  VVriglil — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Cont.i 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  lo  submit  the  followhi^ 
amendment: 

For  payment  of  the  claim  of  Tliom-is  N.  J'  ;ijs 

cervjcca  as  innn^hnl  at  the  pr>rl  of  Hlinnelmi  i  ^,f 

llccrniber,  1851,  lo  Uic   lalli  of  i^eptciiitict,  .  .int 

of  il,79a  91. 

1  submit  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat*^ 
which  shows  the  ground  on  which  ibe  appropria- 
tion is  proposed  to  be  made. 

Several  Senators.     There  is  no  objection  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  ah  amendment  which 
I  wish  to  offer,  to  come  in  as  a  separate  section. 
It  is  for  the  purpose — which  the  .Senate  will  aee, 
I  think,  upon  its  being  read — of  preventing  what 
is  likely  to  be  a  very  undignified  corneal  between 
ihe  two  Houses,  as  to  which  shall  first  order  a 
document  lo  be  printed.     It  is  ihe  following:  ' 

Sxc.  — .  <3nd  bt  itfmlktr  tnacttd,  That  tbe  proviaiq^  * 
contaiaod  in  that  portion  of  the  seveiitb  section  of  tbe  a^  I 
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or  the  26lll  of  AlielM!,  1R''.Q,  entitled  "An  net  lo  provido  for 
cxeouiji)^  tl>e  (iiiblic  printing,  Riir]  eslalili^iinft  itte  prices 
tllrreof,  and  Iltr  ollliirpurpftsptj,"  wliicti  providef,  liial  when 
any  dftcHmentfhall  be  ordered  to  be  printed  by  both  Hnu^eit 
of  Congress  (lie  entir«  printing  of  tneli  docmnent  shall  be 
done  by  the  printer  of  that  Mouse  which  fir^t  ordeied  the 
flame  is  hereby  repealed;  and  wllen  different  printers  are 
elected  each  shall   do  the  printing  for  the  [louse  electing  ' 
bim  ;  and  so  much  of  the  printing  Ihr  the  Executive  Depart-  I 
mcnt^  and  Bureausofthe  tJovernnienl  as  i«  ordered  by  the  ! 
paid  act  to  be  done  by  the  public  printer  shall  be  equally 
divi^led  between  the  prttiter-iof  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  simply  to  state,  before 
the  question  is  put  on  that  amendtnent,  what  wilt 
be  evident  to  every  Senator  on  a  moment's  reflec- 
tion, that  it  will  increase  the  cost  of  our  printing 
to  precisely  the  amount  of  the  composition  for  all 
the  Senate  work.  It  will  be  recollected  by  Sena- 
tors that  when  the  bill  changing  the  contract  sys- 
tem for  printing,  and  substituting  printers  to  be 
elected  by  the  two  Houses,  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  provision  proposed  to  be  repealed  by  the 
amendment  whs  inserted  to  guard  against  the 
additional  expense.  The  Senator  who  introduces 
the  amendment  says  it  is  to  obviate  a  difficulty 
srising  from  an  indecent  haste  in  either  branch  of 
Congress  in  ordering  the  printing  of  a  document 
which  may  be  first  sent  to  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  said  to  avoid  a  contest  be- 
tween the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  the  Senator  said  inde- 
unt  contest  as  to  which  House  should  first  order 
srinting. 

Mr.  BADGER.     I  said  undignified. 

Mr. HAMLIN.  I  atn  not  aware  that  any  such 
•ontest  has  arisen,  and  1  have  seen  no  necessity 
'ir  such  a  contest.  1  suppose  that  in  the  end  the 
nesent  system  will  proiiuce  precisely  about  the 
same  results  as  would  follow  if  this  amendment 
Vere  adopted;  that  is,  that  of  the  composition  each 
jrinter  would  get  about  his  proporlitJTS  in  the  ordi- 
lary  CAse;  while,  by  this  amendment,  there  will  be 
in  additional  expenditure  for  the  composition  of 
his  branch  of  Congress.  How  much  it  would 
iiiiouiit  to  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  It  would 
liapsbe  JIO.OOO  forlhis  session,  oratany  rate, 
.1)00  for  the  Congress.  If  the  Senate  are  dis- 
vused  to  incur  that  additional  expense,  and  change 
he  provision  of  the  law,  I  have  no  objection;  but 
i  BSK  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  THOMPSON, of  Kentucky.  Having  been 
or  several  years  on  the  Committee  on  Printing  in 
he  other  House,  and  not  understanding  exactly 
low  much  expense  this  amendtnent  will  involve, 
ind  as  there  is  no  probability  of  getting  through 
he  bill  lo  day,  I  move  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  hope  we  shiUl  go  onand 
;el  the  bill  reported  to  the  Senate,  at  least,  to  day . 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  I  have  an 
iilditional  section  to  olTer  my.'setf,  which  I  know 
irill  not  be  gotten  through  with  in  less  than  two 
ur  three  hours.  I  believe  this  is  the  first  adjourn- 
nent  I  ever  moved  in  my  life;  but  1  know  I  am 
ight  now. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
■Wednesday,  March  29,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
ly  Rev.  William  H.  Mildurn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  riae  to  a  privileged  question; 
nd  before  I  make  any  remarks,  I  desire  lo  state 
but,  in  anything  t  may  say,  1  do  not  intend  to  cast 
my  reflections  upon  the  Speaker,  because  I  know 
he  difficulty  he  has  in  hearing.  When  the  motion 
ras  made  on  yesterday  evening  to  go  to  the  busi- 
less  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  I  made,  three  dis- 
inct  objections  to  it,  which  can  be  testified  to  by 
wenty  five  men  present;  but  the  Speaker  did  not 
lear  me.  The  gentleman  who  has  the  bill  in 
tiarge  first  taken  up — the  indigent  insane  bill — ia 
:onfined  to  his  roiiin.  I  was  opposed  to  taking 
he  bill  up  because  the  friends  of  the  measure 
rere  not  present  to  advocate  it.  1  am  in  favor  of 
he  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this  in 
irder.' 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  not  going  to  be  out  of  order. 

Several  Mehberi.     State  your  point  of  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  point  of  order  is,  that  I  made 
bree  distinct  objections  to  going  to  the  business 
BD  the  Speaker's  table;  but  the  Speaker,  I  sup- 
(i  did  not  hear  me.    I   think  that  the  House 


might  agree,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  bill 
to  which  I  refer  should  go  back,  and  resume  its 
place  upon  the  Speaker's  table;  and  then,  when 
we  proceed  legitimately  to  the  business  upon  the 
table,  it  will  come  up  first  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  justice  to  himself,  tlie 
Chair  begs  leave  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Cobb]  that  he  did  not  hear  the  objec- 
tions made  by  him,  and  did  not  know  what  the 
bill  was,  as  some  one  was  conversing  with  him  at 
the  time — although  it  was  read — until  a  motion 
was  made  for  the  previous  question.  He  then 
learned, from  the  conversation  upon  thefloorrather 
than  from  the  reading  of  the  title,  what  the  bill 
wos.  The  Chair  certainly  could  not  have  been 
influenced  by  any  improper  motives. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  House,  1  think,  ought  to  allow 
the  bill  to  go  back  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Jo.vEs,]  who  madethe  motion  in  rela- 
tion to  this  bill,  is  not  in  his  seal,  and  I  shall  object 
lo  any  disposition  being  made  of  it,  if  I  have  power 
to  do  so,  until  that  gentleman  shall  be  in  his  seat. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Coos] 
as  raising  a  question  of  order,  but  as  making  a 
proposition  to  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  hope  the  friends  of  the  measure 
will  consent  that  the  bill  shall  resume  its  place  on 
the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  arenow  in  order  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  HENN.  I  desire  to  report  back  Senate 
bill  No.  92,  being  "  a  bill  for  the  l>enefil  of  settlers 
and  occupants  of  the  town  of  Council  Blttfls,  in 
Iowa," and  1  ask  to  have  it  put  upon  its  passage. 
1  will  merely  state  to  the  House,  that  it  is  but  a 
simple  proposition  to  allow  the  people  of  Council 
BlurTs  to  enter  the  lands  on  which  their  town  is 
situated  nl  $1  2.5  per  acre. 

The  SPEAKER,  finterrupting.)  The  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  will  be  good  enough  to  suspend 
his  remarks  until  the  bill  is  reportetl. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as 
follows; 

Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  and  occupants 
of  the  town  of  Council  BlulTs,  in  Iowa. 

The  bill  WHS  then  read  in  exUnso. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  would  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  by  the  act  of 
May  23,  1844 — the  general  act  on  the  subject — 
ihe  town  is  authorized  to  enter  a  half  section  of 
the  land  on  which  it  is  located.  Thetown  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  is  laid  olT  and  built  in  ravines.  It  is  an 
old  Mormon  town,  having  been  originally  settled 
by  that  people.  Itisbuiltin  ravines  extendinga 
mile  up,  ctmsequently  the  whole  of  the  town  does 
not  come  on  any  one  half  section;  and  it  is  there- 
fore necessary  to  give  its  citizens  and  occupants 
the  right  to  enter  a  whole  section,  in  order  that 
they  may  compromise  the  en  tire  of  the  town  within 
it.  This  bill — which  has  been  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate— merely  gives  to  the  inhabitants  the  benefit  of 
entering,  at  tTie  price  of  $1  25  per  acre,  a  whole 
section  instead  of  the  half  section  which  ihey  were 
authorized  lo  enter  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May 
23,  1844.  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection 
here  to  the  bill.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  upon 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  both 
Houses.  I  therefore  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  its 
passage  at  this  time. 

The  bill  was  ihen  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  subsequeiiily  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  are  still  in  order  from 
the  Coramiuee  on  Public  Lands. 

INDIGENT  INSANE. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  submit  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  I  send  to 
the  Clerk's  desk  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  read. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  proceetled  lo  read  the  re- 
port, which  is  adverse  lo  the  House  bill  referred 
to  that  committee,  making  a  grant  of  public  lands 
to  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  the  Union 
for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane  persons. 

Before  the  Clerk  had  finished  the  reading  of  the 
report, 

Mr.  ORR  said:  I  desire  to  inquire  of  my  friend 
from  Ohio  what  purpose  he  proposes  to  accom- 
plish in  having  this  report  read? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  reading  is  two  thirds 
through  with,  and  I  desire  that  the  House  should 
hear  it. 

Mr.  ORR.    It  is  rather  unusual  to  have  papers 


of  this  character  read  in  open  Housa.  i  think  it 
would  have  been  much  better  to  have  had  it 
printed,  and  allow  members  to  read  it  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  My  object  is  to  have  the  report 
printed,  but  inasmuch  as  it  is  upon  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  I  think  it  desirable  that  it  should  be 
read  through.  I  will  again  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  ihereadingof  the  report  is  two  thirds  throug;h, 
and  I  hope  no  objection  will  be  made  to  its  being 
finished. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  say  to  my  friend  from  Ohio, 
that  if  the  reading  is  nearly  completed,  I  will  not 
now  object;  but  if  I  had  known  at  the  outset  the 
length  of  the  document,  I  should  have  objected.  I 
think  it  is  much  better  to  follow  the  usual  course, 
and  have  these  documents  printed  without  reading. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  lo  ask  if  the  report  is 
accompanied  by  a  bill  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not 
take  up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  committee 
by  objections.  The  reading  will  be  through  in  a 
minute  or  two,  if  they  will  allow  it  to  go  on. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  was  not  objecting  lo  the 
reading  of  the  report,  t  inquired  if  il  was  accom- 
panied with  a  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.     Il  does  accompany  a  bill. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  At  this  point  I  will  say  to 
the  House  that  I  have  a  minority  report  to  make 
in  favor  of  the  bill.  I  have  il  in  my  hands,  and 
if  the  majority  report  is  read  to  the  House,  I  shall 
ask  that  ihe  minority  report  may  also  be  read  as 
soon  as  the  reading  of  the  other  is  completed. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  gen- 
tleman's report  being  read.  1  hope  the  resiling 
will  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  know  if  the  objection 
of  a  single  member  can  prevent  the  further  reading 
of  this  report? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  objection  be  made  lo  the 
reading  of  a  document,  the  question  must  be  put 
lo  the  House  whether  leave  shall  be  granted. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  will  not  object. 

Mr.  KERR.  1  have  never  before  objected  to 
anything  in  this  House;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
hear  the  report  B8  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk,  even 
if  any  good  purpose  were  to  beaccoraplished  by  iu 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  any  object  in 
having  the  House  listen  to  this  reading  at  thia 
time,  1  will  not  object;  but  I  really  do  not  see  what 
object  can  be  accomplished  by  il.  1  object  to  the 
further  rending. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina desires  lo  know  the  reason  why  this  report 
should  be  read.  I  will  give  him  a  reason,  anil  a 
reason  which  I  think  will  be  satisfactory  lo  him 
and  to  the  House.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  which  has  reported  against 
this  bill.  I  am  myself  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Is  it  in  order  to  debate 
the  bill  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings? 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  from  Norlh  Car- 
olina desired  to  hear  a  reason  why  the  reading  of 
this  report  should  be  proceeded  with,  and  1  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  that  reason. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  wiUidraw  my  objection. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  wilh  the  reading  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  DISNEY  then  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  allow  me  to  make  a  counter  report 
10  that  which  has  just  been  read,  and  to  have  it, 
reod  also.  It  is  unfair,  I  think,  to  submit  a  long 
argument  upon  one  side  of  a  question  and  refuse 
to  hear  the  other  side. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  ihe  minority  report. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Then  I  ask  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  allow  me  to  present  a  minority 
report,  and  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  object. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  ask  for  a  vole  of  the 
House  on  the  question  of  the  reading  of  the  report. 
I  say  that  it  is  unfair  to  allow  a  long  report  upon- 
one  side  lo  be  read,  and  then  to  refuse  a  hearing 
to  the  other  siile. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  objects  to  the  reception  of  the  report.  It 
cannot  therefore  be  read. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Does  the  gentleman  object 
to  the  report  being  received?  Well,  I  suppose.  I 
have  a  right  lo  make  the,  report,  the  gfinlleman 
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from  Ohio  h&ving  yielded  me  the  floor  for  that 
I -purpose. 

ftir.  ORR.  I  hare  no  objection  to  the  report 
being  received,  but  1  object  to  its  being  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  DisnetI  is  entiileil  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  The  geiitleuian  from  Ohio 
has  yielded  me  the  floor;  and  1  want  the  Chair  to 
rule  whether  I  have  a  right  to  make  tlie  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohm  [Mr.  Oisnky]  submit  any  motion  .' 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  move  that  the  report  just  sub- 
miited  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed ,  and  that 
the  bill  accompanying  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  to,  that  order 
will  be  made. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  object  to  the  reference. 
Mr.  BENNETT.     1  a.-tk  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  include  the  minority  report  in  his  motion 
to  print.     I  will  waive  the  reading  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER.     If  there  be  no  objection,  the 

two  reports  will  lie  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  question  recurred  on  referring  the  bill  to 

Ihc  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Before  thevoteis  taken, 
1  think  that  the  report  from  the  majority  of  the 
committee  is  a  very  able  and  important  one,  and 
expresses  some  very  wholesome  truths,  and  that 
it  would  be  very  important  to  send  a  good  many 
copies  of  it  to  the  country.  I  therefore  move  that 
ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  referred,  under  the  rule,  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  move  for  the  priming  of 
the  same  number  of  extra  copies  of  the  minority 
report. 

This  motion  received  the  same  reference  as  the 
'foregoing  one. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  like  to  inquire  if  it  is 
in  order  to  move  that  a  special  committee  be 
appointed,  to  whom  this  bill  may  be  referred  ?  I 
believe  that,  in  the  last  Congress,  a  bill  of  this 
character  took  that  direction.  It  cerlninly  is  a 
bill  of  great  importance;  in  connection  with  which 
B  very  able  report  has  been  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Commntee  on  Public  Lands.  It  is  due  to 
the  friends  of  the  bill  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
answering  in  a  way,  at  least,  which  will  be  so  far 

as 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Is  there  not  a  motion 
pending  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

Mr.  HAVEN.     I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
■pecial  committee. 
The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  would  not  be 
J.  in  order  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  object  to  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  motion  pending  is  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 
'    Mr.  DEAN.     Is  that  motion  debatable.' 
Mr.  HAVEN.     Does  (he  motion  to  referto  the 
.  Committee  of  the  Whole  prevent  a  motion  to  refer 
*  to  any  other  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  does  not. 
Mr.  HAVEN.     Is  there  not  a  special  commit- 
I  tee  upon  this  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is   no   such    special 

committee.     Before  a  vote  can  be  taken  upon  the 

motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  refer 

.  this  bill  to  a  special  committee,  the  motion  to  refer 

jit  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 

>  the  Union  must  be  first  disposed  of. 

_   Mr.  HAVEN.     I  so  understand  it.  It  occurred 

J  fo  me  that  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer 

^.flie  bill  to  a  select  committee,  to  be  appointed  by 

f  the  Chair,  consisting  of  nine  members,  which  is 

kthe  course  that  haa  been  heretofore  taken  in  regard 

to  this  matter. 

.  •  The  SPEAKER.     The   Chair  will   entertain 

|tlie  motion  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  New 

fork,  afrer  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  theCom- 

nittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  has 

been  disposed  of. 

'  Mr.  DEAN.    These  motions  are  debatable,  I 
^believe. 

The  SPEAKER.     They  are  debatable;  but  the 

entleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  DEAN.     I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 


The  bill  having  been  read  through  by  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  Dl.'iNEY.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  previous 
•  question  has  been  demanded,  consequently  no  fur- 
ther debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the 
previous  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  on  referring  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  we  do  not  want  it  to  be  re- 
ferre<l  to  theCommittee  of  the  Whole;  we  want  it 
passed. 

The  Hoase  was  then  divided  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  fifty-nine 
members  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hekdricks 
and  BoiocK  were  appointed  such  tellers. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  73,  noes  51.  So  there  was  a  sec- 
ond. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  ordering  the 
maiu  question  to  be  put — 

Mr.  WARREN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  71,  nays  Sii;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messri!.  Aiken,  James  O.  Allen,  VVillin  Allen, 
Ashe,  TlinniaK  H.  Hnyly,  RarK^tdalt;,  itarry,  [It'll,  Hoeor-k, 
nnyce,  (7&rutlif!r*,  I'nt^kie,  ('lniKlniii,  ('liriHman.  John  G. 
Davi?,  Dean.  Dent,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Kn-itnian,  Kddy,  Kd- 
ItertDn,  r'!Ili(>tt,  Kllittnn,  Fuller.  Gonde,  f!row,  llninillon, 
5(nnt[N(i>n  W.  Harriii,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hntirint.'^,  tieiidrieks, 
Menn,  llibbard,  tlonrilnn,  Johnsnii,  Daniel  T.  Jnnea,  George 
\V.  Jonen,  Itolnnd  Jone«,  KeitI,  Kidwell,  Kiltredffe,  La. 
Iliain,  IMiicdonntd,  AIcMnllin.  McNair,  McQueen,  .Maey, 
M:(iwell,  MilUon,  Murray,  NirhoN,  Old,»,  Orr,  John  Per- 
kinii.  Powell,  Reese,  Hohtiinti,  RufTin,  Heward.  Shannon, 
Shaw.  Gerrit  Smith,  VVilltnm  Hinith,  George  VV.  Smyth, 
Snndi;r.ii<ii,  VnMFaiu,  Walsh,  Warren,  Jolin  Wenlwurth, 
and  Diuiiel  fl.  Wriijlil— 71. 

NAVS — .Mesars.  Atiercromhie,  Appletnn,  Rclcher,  Ben- 
nell,  Bnpfl,  Car[)enler,  Chandler,  Clinrehwcll,  Clinpnan, 
Cobh,  Cook,  Corwin,  Cox,  ('ulloin,  Thomas  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Diek,  OickinKon,  Dnnhar,  Kdmands.  Bnjjiitih,  Ktlie- 
ridse,  Kverhart,  parley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Florence,  Good- 
rich, Grey,  Aaron  Harlan,  llarrii'oii,  Haven,  Itill,  Howe, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Kerr,  Knox,  Kurtz,  Lane.  Lilly,  Ijindley, 
Mct'ulloch.McDoucall,  Malteson,  John  G.  Miller.  8inull 
Mdler,  Norton, Packer.  Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Penning- 
ton, Rishop  Perkins,  Phelp«,  Pratt,  Preston,  Pringle,  Pur- 
year,  Heady,  David  Ritchie,  Thoioas  Rilehey,  Rus.«ell, 
Sabin,  ttapp,  tjeyniour,  Sinnnons,  Singleton,  gkelton, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Siraub,  John  J. 
Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  tjpham, 
Wade,  Walker,  \Valley,  F.llihu  U.  Washburne.  Israel 
Washburn,  Wells.  Tappan  Wenlworth,  Wcsibrook, Wheel- 
er, llcndrick  11.  Wright,  and  Zollicnffer— tj9. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on  the 
motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COBB.     Is  that  motion  debatable  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  If  this  motion  is  defeated, 
will  the  next  question  be  upon  putting  the  bill  upon 
its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  refuses  to  refer 
the  bill,  as  a  matter  of  course  the  question  will 
be  upon  the  third  readinj  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Isthis  the  Senate  or  House 
bill .' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  the  House  bill. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nay«  upon 
the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union .' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  previous 
question  having  been  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered,  it  must  be  now  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  83,  nays  72;  as  follows: 

YEA.S— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen, 
Ashe,  Thomas  II.  Bayly,  Ilarksdale,  Rarry,  Bell,  RUss,  Bo- 
c»ek,  Boyeo,  Caruliiers,  t^askie,  C-hastain,  Chrisman, 
Chnrchwell,  Clingmnn,  Curlis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Dent,  Disney,  Dowdell,  F.aslman,  Eddy,  F.dcerton, 
Elli,'on.  Faulkner.  Fenton,  Fuller,  (Srow,  Mainilt4>n,  Hast- 
ings, IlHudrieks,  (lenn,  Hihhard,  Houston,  Johnson.  Daniel 
T.Jones,  Georae  W.  Junes,  Rol.tnd  Jones.  Keitt.  Kidwell, 
Kiltredge.  I.,athani,Lindley,Me.Miillin,  .McIVair,  McUueen, 
Macy,  Maxwell,  M-iy,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Murray, 
Nichols,  Olds,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phalpa,  Powell, 


Reese,  Rnbbins,  B'iff'''i  Reward,  Shiinnon.  " 
'  Sniilh,  William  c'initli,Ge/iigK  W.  Sli)ylh,^- 
1  ard  H.  HiaiiKm,  JoliM  J.  'i'ttytor,  VnuMiiiit,   '.' 

Warren,  Wills,  John  Wenlworib,  Willc,  ano   i  ■ 

WrishI— 8;i. 
N.Wrt — Messrs.  Abcrernmhie,Appleton,  Bank*.  ' 
'  Bennett,  lluyg,  CarjieiitiT,  Chandler.  Cobb,  c 
I  (;ox,   (.'iillon*,  'I'honias  J>avls,  Dick.  Dick: 
I  Edninnds,  Elheridue.  Kvedinrt,  Farley,  Fl:i. 

tiiKidrieh,  Grey,  Aaron    llarluii,   Harri.vin,   ii.i%. 

llnwu.  Hunt,  Inirersnll,  Kerr.  Knox,  Kurix,  Lai>. 

McCuIloch,  John  G.  Miller,  Norton,  Parker.  Per! 

ham,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  PrnU,  Pn      ' 

Ready,   David    Ritchie,  Russell,  Saliin,   Si 

Siinnmns,  Skelton.  Samuel  A.  Sntilh,  VVii) 

StrnQb,John  L.  Tavlor.  'rinirslon,  Tracy,  ii-mi. 

Walker,  WiUley,Hlihu  R.   Washburne, Israel  W   i 

Tappan  WenlworUi,  Whecier,  ilendrick   it,  Wri^ 

Zollicoller— 72. 

So  the  bill  was  referred. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  that  the  ruUs  be  saa- 
pended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  iiselfinto  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  tJ>« 
Union. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     I   rise  to  a  qtieation 
privilege.     I  move  that  the  vole  by  which  the  T 
laat  under  consideration  was  referred  lu  the  C4 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union' 
reconsidered,  and  that  the  motion  to  reconsider) 
lie  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  latter 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     I  now  ask  for  a  vole  upon  i 
motion. 

APPRENTICES  FOR  THE  KAVT,  ETC 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  fl 
Virginia  to  give  way  to  allow  me  to  ask  the  u 
imous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  oi 
which  previous  notice  has  been  given,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  referred. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  will  give  way  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  no  one  objects. 

There  wa.s  no  objection,  and 

Mr.  FLORENCE,  by  iinaiiimoos  conaenf,  in- 
troduced "a  bill  to  provide  for  apprentices  in  the 
United  States  naval  service,  revenue  service,  and 
marine;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tinae 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oil 
Naval  Aflairs. 


i 


kTEAM  FRIGATES  FOR  THE  KAVT. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Before  asking  a  vole  on 
motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  I  desire  to  submit  another 
motion,  which  I  suppose  has  preference;  1  move 
the  usual  resolution  to  close  debate  upon  tbe  steam 
frigate  bill  at  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  is  loo  early,  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  say  in  two  hours  after  its  con- 
sideration shall  have  been  resumed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  speeches  which  are  to  be 
made  upon  the  Nebraska  question  can  jnst  as  weH 
be  made  upon  any  other  bill.  I  suppose  there  will 
be  no  more  general  debate  upon  the  steam  frisat* 
bill. 

Mr.  COX.  That  is  a  very  short  lime  for  the 
di8cus(.ion  upon  a  bill  of  this  importance.  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  close  debate  upon  it  at  thai 
lime. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  wonM 
suggest,  in  addition,  that  to-morrow  is  private  bill 
day,  and  that  will  limit  the  time  for  debate  Mill 
further. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    To-morrow  is  Thursday,  and 
therefore  not  private  bill  day.     At  the  request 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cling; 
however,  I  will  so  far  modify  the  resolution 
fix  the  time — two  hours  afier  the  commillee  s 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to-morrow- 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.     I  am  oj 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vii 
and  1  hope  the  House  will  vote  it  down 
allowing  too  little  lime  for  discussion. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     1  will  say  to  the  genti 

that  if  I  thought  any  gentleman  desired  to  

upon  the  subject  of  the  bill,  I  should  be  diap'oacd 
to  give  the  largest  opportunity;  but  the  8pc>«c 
all  seem  to   be  upon   the  subject  of  Kansas 
Nebraska,  and  they  can  be  delivered  just  &s 
upon  another  bill,  which  will  come  up  as  soi 
this  is  dinposed  of. 

Mr.   HOUSTON.    I   ask  that  the  resol 
may  be  rend  as  it  now  stands. 
The  Clerk  rend  the  resolution. 
Mr.  FLAGLER.     I  would  ask  the  Spcak«~ 
I  it  does  not  require  the  unanimous  consent  of 
'  House  to  introduce  the  resolution^ 
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TheSPBAKKR.  it  does  not.  TheresoluUon 
is  (I  privile^:«l  one. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  I  move  to 
amend  llie  resolution,  by  fixing  the  time  at  a  week 
from  lo-morrOMV. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  having 
been  demanded,  no  amendment  is  in  order. 

The  questinn  was  then  put  on  seconding  the 
call  for  the  previous  question;  and,  on  a  division, 
tbere  were — ayes  40 

Mr.  ROBBINS.     I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Florence  were  appointed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  inquiry 
of  the  Chair.  If  the  Houseshuuld  refuse  tomor- 
row  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  resolution  i" 

The  SPEAKER.  That  difficulty  occurred  to 
the  Chair,  but  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to 
suggest  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  like  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  afford  members  ati  opportunity 
of  voting  to  close  the  debate  in  Committee  of  the 
XVhole  to-morrow  at  two  o'clock.  That  would 
be  definite. 

Mr.  150C0CK.  Many  gentlemen  object  to  so 
early  a  closing  of  discussion  on  the  bill.  If  it 
be  aesired,  I  shall  modify  the  resolution  as  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  As  the  resolution  nowsiands, 
we  are  all  in  suspense  as  to  when  the  debate  really 
lerminaiea.  L«t  the  time  be  definitely  fixed;  at 
least,  let  the  gentleman  modify  his  resolution  so 
that  the  House  may  have  an  opportunity  to  vote 
on  the  proposition  to  close  the  debate  to-morrow 
at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  In  compliance  with  the  gentle- 
man's suggestion,  I  will  so  modify  my  resolu- 
tion. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  seconding  the 
call  for  the  previous  question;  and  there  were — 
ayes  66,  noes  64.     So  there  was  a  second. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
mnin  question  to  be  put. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  lay 
theresoluiion  upon  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion 
demamleif  the  yeas  and  imys. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
ill  ilie  iie;^«tive — yeas  63,  nays  94;  as  follows: 

VK.-\S — Mejsprs.  Abercrombii!,  Applptnn,  UusXi  t''lr|ii?n- 
t«r, rimndler,  ('nuk,  ('orivlii,  TJioiiiat  l>uns,  Uriui,  ilick, 
DirkiiiKon,  r.iiKtniaii,  Ei'iit^rloii,  Kilinniid!^,  Ev«'rtiarl,  rnrlMy, 
Ffiit(iri,Kljij(ler, «;oc)(lricli,*jr«i\v,  A.iron  Ilnrlati,  llarrisnii, 
'.  lltiwH,  I).iiii«l  T.  Joiir!*,  Kuireftao,  Kiini:,  I. yon.  Mc- 
i>>rli,  Alacy,  Msttc^oii.  Joint  ti.  Milli-r,  Murray,  Vu'li- 
^,    XorKMi,   i'arkfr.   Perk,    (*t*rkliHiii,   Bi.-liriji    PrrkliiK, 
I'lJiipIc,  lU'iuly,  ri.ivid  Itilihic,  Uu-«11,  Sabiii,Ma|i|i,  Sliaii- 
liiiri,  Siiimiorin,  Mf^ior  L.  .Sli^vfiis,  Jdlin  L-  Tayliir,  Tracy, 
Troitl,  Utitiaiii.  VVailo,  \VaH«y,  W«l!<li,  Kllilm  It.  \VaMli 
buriif,  l^ranl  Wa'^liliiim,  Wciw.  Juliri  Weiilwrjrlti,  Tap- 
pan  \Vi'iilW'irlh,Wffllir'>ok.  VVIn*fli;r,  and  Vnlct— <j3. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Aiken.  lames  C.  Allen,  WiIMh  Allen, 
Ap|il>'t<in,  Banks,  Barry,  Bi'll,  Bdcock,  Uityee,  t^arutliers, 
Clia.-lain,  Cliri^inaa,  Ctinciiiaii,  Cnbli,  Cojc,  tJurtJM,  John 
<3.  Ilnvis,  r>aw*on.  Ilent,  llj^tncy.  htrwdeil,  Ounbar,  Kddy, 
EllidU,  Ktiitliwti,  KiIhtmIbc,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fuller, 
Good*',  Gri-en,  Hamilton,  Hainni'on  \V.  tiarri'',  Wilty  P. 
Harris,  IIa»tintr4,  Haven,  llrmtrifkH,  llnii  Inn,  Hunt,  Inser- 

I,  G«Mirgi!   W.  Jonen,  Itoland  Jone)«,   Kt'ilt,  Ki-rr.  Kid- 

II.  Ktin/.,  I.anc,  I.atliHin,  Lilly,   l.indli'y,  McMiillin, 
'    N'air,  McUuecn,  Majtwell,  Slay,  Mayall,  i^iiulli  Miin-r, 

;\Iill,-on,  Morriwin,  Old«,  Mordecai  Oliver,  tlrr,  Packer, 
Jtilin  Perkin5,  Pliel(W,  J'iiwell,  I'ratl,  Piirvear,  Iteese,  Ricli- 
Brd.iai.TlHiina»  Itilehey,  R..bbin»,  llntlln,  Seward,  Sey 

iir,  .-^linw,  SiiifElelon,  Skelton,  t^errii  Smith,  Samuel  A. 

;ii(i,    WilliAin  Sniilli,    William   It.  Sinitli,  Genrgt;  W. 

i\  111,  .'^iiodnriii*jt,  Frederick  P.  Sunum,  Iliclinrd  II.  Htan- 
(■Mi,  Jitlui  J.  'I'aylor,  Tliuritton,  Van}>anl.  Walker,  Warreli, 
Wilte,  Uniiii'l  I).  VVrlslit,  and  llenUrick  D.  Wriglil— 94. 

So  the  House  refuted  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  queation  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution;  and  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  adopted, nnd  also  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsitler  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
ras  agreed  to. 


Mr.  BOCOCK  then  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Union. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  6t  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ua.milton 
in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  business  be- 
fore the  committee  was  the  considerafion  of  the 
special  order,  being  House  bill  (No.  52)  "  to 
authorize  the  construction  of  six  first-clitss  steam 
frigates,  and  for  other  purposes;"  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  BABKaoALE] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE  said  he  proposed  to  devote 
the  brief  period  of  time  to  which  he  was  entitled 
under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  the  investigation 
of  the  bill  to  organize  the  territorial  govermntnta 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  answer  at  least  a  few 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  urged  against 
its  passage;  and  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to  re- 
mark, in  the  commencement  of  what  he  intended 
to  say,  that  in  this  connection  it  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  abstract 
question  of  slavery.  So  far  as  the  argument  was 
concerned,  it  was  not  necessary  that  he  should  do 
80.  Neither  would  he  discuss  the  general  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  They  are  similar  to  the  details 
of  all  bills  organizing  territorial  governments, 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress; and  he  took  it  that  it  will  meet  with  but  lit- 
tle, if  any  opposition,  and  certainly  none  on  prin- 
ciple. 

The  first  objection  he  haii  heard  urged  was ,  that 
it  was  premature;  that  it  isananomiily  in  legisla- 
tion, and  that  the  white  population  of  those  Terri- 
tories was  not  sufficient  to  demand  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  This  objection,  however  honestly  enter- 
tained or  plausible,  will  not  stand  the  test  of  facts 
and  scrutiny;  and  however  much  we  may  have 
objected  to  and  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  policy 
generally  of  introducing  this  bill,  it  was  now  be- 
fore the  House,  without  any  agency  of  theirs;  and 
now  that  it  is  here,  it  was  their  solemn  duty  to 
examine  it  dispassionately,  and  discuss  it  frankly 
and  fully,  and  act  on  it  with  an  eye  single  to  the 
best  interests  of  ihecountry.  They  who  have  the 
greatest  facility  foracquiring  information,  say  that 
there  are  American  citizens  in  those  Territories; 
and  one  undoubted  fact  of  this  is,  that  they  have 
elected  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  who  is  now  here, 
seeking,  in  the  name  of  the  people  whom  he  rep- 
resents, the  protection  of  this  Government. 

He  referred  to  other  proofs  in  support  of  his  re- 
marks, and  said  no  southern  man,  with  the  light 
shed  on  this  subject  within  a  few  years  past,  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  exciting  scenes  of  1850,  espe- 
cially on  the  admission  of  California,  can  hesitate 
as  to  the  propriety  of  promptly  passing  this  bill. 

He  likewise  replied  to  other  objections,  insist- 
ing that  the  bill  made  full  and  ample  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  Indians  in  thosaiTerrilories. 
As  to  the  Missouri  compromise,  he  did  not  view 
It  as  a  compact  between  the  North  and  the  South 
to  be  preserved  by  the  peoiile  forever.  The  South 
acquiesced  in  it,but  never  indorsed  it.  The  North 
itself,  however,  had  disregarded  it  in  more  in- 
stances than  one,  and  had  repeatedly  rejected  it 
when  oflTered  by  the  South. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  for  one  hour.  A  report  of  his 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  NORTON  next  addressed  the  committee 
on  the  same  subject,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
declaring  that  the  Nebroska-Kunsaa  bill  was  sin- 
gular in  its  history,  origin,  and  phraseology,  by 
reason  of  the  many  emendations  it  underwent 
after  it  was  reported  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  N.  spoke 
an  hour.  A  report  of  his  speech  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  KEITT obtained  the  floor,but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  who  moved 
that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thecominittee  accordingly  ro.ie,  and  theSpeaker 
having  taken  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had,  according  %o  order,  had  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
the  special  oTder,  beini;  House  bill  "  to  authorize 
the  conalriiciion  of  six  first-cliiss  stemn  frigates, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion thereon. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  INTERIOR  DEPART- 
MENT. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  o  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  10th  instant,  containing  infnrma- 
tion  as  to  the  amount  of  appropriations  which 
have  been  made  by  the  Government,  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  east, 
and  the  Cherokee  Indians  west,  of  ihe  Missis- 
sippi, from  1815  to  January,  1834;  and  also  stating 
under  what  law  or  treaty  each  appropriation  was 
made^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McMULLIN,  the  commu- 
nication was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAVEN,  the  House  then 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thcrsdat,  .March  30,  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
GEOGRAPHICAL  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  am  requested,  sir,  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  rVmer- 
ican  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
recommending  the  establishment  of  a  geograph- 
ical department  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

This  is  a  very  able  memorial,  and  presents,  in 
a  very  striking  light,  the  importance  of  and  the 
necessity  for  such  an  establishment.  It  is  signed 
bv  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  [Prof. 
Bache;]  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  >fational 
Observatory,  [Lieutenant  Maury;]  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  [Colonel  Abert;]  by  Colonel  Force,  of 
this  city,  well  known  for  his  acquaintance  with 
this  su&ject;  by  General  Totten;  by  Lieutenant 
Davis,  who  is  the  Superintendent  of  the  Nautical 
Almanac;  by  Professor  Guyot,  a  very  distinguished 
geographer;  and  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Hunt,  an  intel- 
ligent officer  of  the  Engineers  of  our  Army  con- 
nected with  the  Coast  Survey.  I  will  not  take  up 
the  lime  of  the  Senate  by  dilating  upon  the  im- 
portance of  Ihe  subject;  but  I  move  the  reference 
of  the  memorial  to  the  appropriate  committee, 
which  is  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

It  was  so  referred. 

AID  TO  COLLEGES. 
Mr.  BELL.    Mr.  President,  I  am  requested  to 

firesent  the  memorial  of  the  faculty  of  Cumber- 
and  University,  situated  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee. 
The  memorialists  represent  that  tliere  are  in  the 
United  States  one  hundred  and  nineteen  chartered 
colleges  and  universities,  at  which  there  are,  at 
this  time,  some  twelve  thousand  young  men  in 
the  course  of  education,  receiving  instruction. 
They  represent  that  many  of  these  institutions  are 
struggling  with  great  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
and  are  thereby  prevented  from  extending  the 
benefits  of  instruction  to  a  great  number  of  the 
youth  of  the  country  who  are  ready  and  desir- 
ous to  receive  an  education  at  these  Institutions. 
U  is  their  opinion  that  no  public  interest  is  of 
greater  importance  ihiin  thedilTusion  of  themeatw 
of  education  among  our  citizens  in  every  part  of 
the  Union;  and  as  the  public  domain  is,  as  they 
understand,  the  common  pronerty  ofall  the  States, 
they  pray  that  one  townsiiip  of  land  may  bp 
granted  to  each  of  those  institutions.  I  move  that, 
without  reoding,  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
The  motion  wo«  agreed  to. 

RELIGIOUS   FREEDOM. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  President,  I  am  also  charged 
with  the  presentation  of  the  memorial  of  Elder  C. 
Collins  and  sixty-four  others,  delegates  of  the 
churches  composing  the  Baptist  Association  for 
West  Tennessee.  These  memorialists  set  forth 
that  they  are  members  of  a  large  body  of  Chris- 
tians in  the  United  States.  I  believe  they  are, save 
one,  the  most  numerous  denomination  in  the 
Unitetl  States,  for,  by  the  last  census,  they  appear 
to  be  about  three  millions  in  number. 

The  memorialists  represent  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, Ihe  Government  of  the  United  Slates  should 
open  negotiations  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  conscience  to  our  citi- 
zens in  foreign  nations  in  amity  with  this  country; 
and  they  ask  for  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of. 
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thie  body  upon  Ihgl  sulijecl.  They  represent  that 
we  keep  up  a  large  diplomatic  eBtublishment  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  nnd  extending  the  rights 
and  interests  of  commerce;  nnd  that  the  rights  of 
conscience  are  of  not  less  considemtion  to  a  large 
proportion  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates. 
And  as  we  concede  to  all  denominations,  to  all 
religious  sects,  Protestants,  Roman  Catholics, 
Jews,  and  even  Mohammedans,  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  rights  of  conscience  in  this  country,  it  is  a 
proper  and  rightful  subject  for  negotiations  with 
foreign  nations.  They  think,  on  this  ground,  we 
may  justly  cliiim  some  reciprocity  of  privilege  on 
our  part,  especially  with  those  civilized  nations 
which  are  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

I  am  aware  that  the  E.xecutive  branch  of  this 

Government  has  interested  iuelf  heretofore  in  this 

subject,  and  I  believe  that  some  treaties  have  been 

made  securing  the  privileges  of  our  citizens  in  this 

freapect,  both  with  the  Slates  where  the  Roman 

f Catholic  is  the  established  religion, and  with  Pro- 

llestant  Slates;  but  perhaps  a  great  deal  more  can 

fbe  done.     Since  the  great  increase  of  the  facilities 

tipf  travel  abroad,  and  the  extension  of  our  com- 

Mnerce,  we  know  that  a  very  general  interest  is 

'awakened  in  regard  to  those  of  our  citizens  who 

Hre  traveling  in  foreign  countries.     The  rtligious 

neople  of  the  United  States  particularly  are  deeply 

^concerned  when  they  find,  that  in  many  countries 

Rjif  Europe  their  fellow-citizens  are  obstructed  in 

[uie  exercise  of  the  right  of  religious  worship,  in 

iccordance  with  their  own  conscientious  convic- 

[jons.     Our  citizens  who  are  traveling  abroad  for 

bformation  or  for   pleasure   are  becoining   very 

numerous;  and  this  subject,  therefore,  is  one  of 

great  importance.  1  have  heard  from  other  sources, 

knd  indeed  I  have  seen  some  cases  myself,  where 

even    the  rights  of  sepulture  have  been  denied, 

■nder  circumstances  calculated  to  awaken  a  very 

ieep  interest  in  the  religious  communities  of  the 

Vnited  States. 

I  know,  sir,  that  there  would  be  great  delicacy 
bn  the  part  of  the  Government  in  pressing  this 
Subject  with  many  of  the  States  of  Europe,  but 
g  seems  to  me  that  the  Government  might  well 
|o  so  without  committing  itself  to  anything  im- 
proper. I  think  that  by  opening  negotiations  with 
rolher  Governments,  and  representing  to  them  the 
rextensive  privileges  in  this  respect  which  wecon- 
feede  in  this  country,  we  might  obtain  some  reci- 
■procity  from  ihoss  countries  which   are  in  amity 
ywith  us,  and  with  whom  we  have  extensive  com- 
nercial  and  social  intercourse,  at  least  there  is 
ground  fur  such  an  expectation.  I  think  thismiglit 
trell  enough  be  pressed  without  committing  the 
Sovernment  to  any  offensive  course  or  any  strin- 
gent measures  for  that  purpose.     1  move  that  the 
nemorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
lelations. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NEBRASKA   TERRITORY  BILL. 
Mr.  BADGETl.     I  desire  now  to  present  the 

emonstrnnce  to  which  1  alluded  a  few  days  ago, 
bf  David  White,  senior,  and  forty-two  others,  ciii- 
Btens  of  North  Carolina,  against  the  pnnsngeof  the 
(Nebraska  bill.  Among  the  signatures  which  are 
Appended  to  it,  I  find  sixteenof  the  name  of  While. 
1  presume  they  are  all  members  of  the  respectable 

Religious  Society  of  Pi  tends  in  various  parts  of  the 
Btate.  I  merely  wish  to  mention  that  their  oppo- 
Mtion  to  the  bill  is  grounded  upon  the  supposition 

lat  the  provision  in  the  bill  to  which  objection  is 

hade  will  be  an  act  of  injustice  or  some  breach  of 
national  faith;  and  as  I  hnve  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve,from  thecharacterof  the  remonstrants,  as  far 
fta  I  know  them,  and  from  the  fact  that  they  are 
citizens  of  North  Carolina,  that  they  are  reason- 
able and  just  men,  I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
l)y  this  time,  after  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place,  they  have  found  thot  they  were  entirely 
mistaken,  and  that  the  bill  is  neither  unjust  norin 
[^violation  of  the  national  faith,  and  have  therefore 

rithdrawn  their  opposition  to  it.     1  move  that  the 

emonstrance  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  owners  of 
Bg  or  towing  steamboats  employed  in  the  reve- 
nue district  of  New  York,  praying  that  all  such 
_  boats  not  carrying  passengers  may  be  exempt 
from  the  inspection  required  by  the  act  of  August 
M,  1852;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.        '!."?.•:  jr:    •  ■.•/.  ;   '    'si'   •  jiJ  ' 


Mr.  STUART  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Michigan  residing  in  the  country  bordering  on 
Lake  Superior,  praying  the  improvement  of  the 
harbors  on  that  lake;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

M^  WRIGHT  presented  a  jpetilion  of  A.  C. 
CartCT  and  others,  praying  for  further  protection 
against  the  infringement  of  patents;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pat- 
ent Office. . 

Alan,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
remonstrating  against  any  infringement  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Delaware,  praying  thot  the  duty  on  galvanized 
iron, and  galvanized  tinned  iron, may  be  increased; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  petition  of  Juan 
Manuel  Luco,  and  Jose  Leander  Luco,  praying 
permission  to  file  their  evidence  of  title  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  California  bf  fore  the 
Bnard  of  Commissioners  for  settling  claims  to 
lands  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS   FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  wos  referred  the  petition 
of  Jean  Baptiste  Beaubien,  of  Illinois,  praying  in- 
demnity for  the  loss  of  certain  lands  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  in  said  State,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  s  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OlHce  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  were  referred 
documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  Thomas 
Rhodes,  for  compensation  for  improving  the  mail 
road  between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  submit- 
ted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  rend,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  Rock  Island,  in  the  Stale  of  Illinois, 
and  for  other  purposes;  and  the  petition  of  David 
B.  Sears,  praying  the  right  of  preemption  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  settled  and  improved  by  him, 
reported  the  bill  back  with  an  amendment,  in  the 
form  of  a  substitute 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of 
the  representatives  of  Thomas  E.  Anderson,  for 
extra  services  rendered  by  him  as  Consul  at  Tri- 
poli, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief.  The  bill  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  It  was 
Ottlerfil,  That  tlie  memoriril  of  U.  E.  L.  A.  Lawsoii  he 

willidratvn  Ironi  Ihe  ftleA  of  tlie  Semite,  and  reterrcd  to  the 

L'oiiiiitiltee  on  Ihe  Judicinry. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ori/ercff,  Tlint  the  petition  of  William  Davix  bo  with- 

ilrawn  Trom  the  files  nf  ihu  lunate,  and  referred  to  the  Coui- 

uiittee  on  Naval  Atlaini. 

JOHN  GUZMAN. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Guzman,  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  put  that 
bill  upon  its  passage  now.  1  oni  sure  that  when 
the  report,  which  is  a  very  short  one,  is  read,  there 
will  be  no  objection  on  the  [lartof  the  Senate  to 
its  passage. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  1  am  satisfied,  after  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  subject,  that  the  bill  ought  to 
pass.  It  will  not  occupy  any  length  of  time  to 
act  upon  it  now. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  'as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  confirm  to  John  Guzman  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  described  in  the  bill,  which  con- 
firmation is  to  recognize  his  claim  to  the  school 
section  embraced  in  it,  if  the  school  authorities 
accede  to  it,  and  will  lake  other  land  in  lieu  of  it. 
It  is  provided,  also,  that  the  confirmation  of  his 
title  shall  only  operate  as  a  relinquishment  forever 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  shall  not  in- 
terfere with  any  other  adverse  rights  which  may 
I  exist  to  any  part  of  th*  land  claimed. 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  wn»  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paaae4. 

REVENUE   LAWS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Committee  on  Com  r 
to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  froi 
House  of  Representatives,  to  the  joint  res<H 
of  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  expenses  of  c 
ing  and  revising  the  revenue  laws,  have  di 
me  to  report  it  back,  and  to  recommend  tl 
Senate  concur  in  the  amendment.  1  ask  i 
may  be  considered  at  this  time. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  of  the  House. 

It  isJo  strike  out  all  after  the  resolring  clause, 
and  inArt  the  following: 

That  llwre  be,  and  hereby  is,  spproprtatrd  not  or  «»y 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  mlierwipe  npiiroprinieH.  ,*5,00O, 
or  no  much  thereof  as  iii.iy  be  nec*t=snry,  to  ii:r    '  ■'- 

iinr  n  general  levenui'law  in  nccorilnnre  iviili  ■  -ii 

of  lire  Sen«le,  passed  in  Jitituary  1HJ'»,  and   :..  ly 

expense.'" ;  an-l  titat  Ihe  l^ecreiaiy  of  Ihe  Trea^nry  r-  [."ri  to 
Ci»>^tvsn  at  its  nieelinK,  in  December  next,  tlie  items  of 
buch  pay  and  cipenditure, 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  proposes  to  strike  out 
fIO,000  and  insert  §5,000,  which  I  suppose  will 
pay  theexfienses  of  codifying  up  to  thi»  time,  and 
perhaps  something  more.  It  would  hiiTphcen  far 
wiser,  in  my  judgment,  to  pass  the  Seimic  resolu- 
tion as  it  went  to  the  House.  But  the  House  has 
not  done  so;  and  I  am  instructed  to  report,  aa  I 
hnve  done,  in  favor  of  concurring;  but,at  tbessnie 
time,  I  slate,  that  when  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
bill  comes  to  the  Senate,  from  a  latttrof  th:  -'- 
reiary  of  the  Trea.sury  which  I  have,  it  u 
necessary  to  make  an  additional  appropriaii- 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 
The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  H-Juss 
of  Representatives  "  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1854;"  the  pending  question  being 
upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  BADCEa  to  add  the 
following  as  an  additional  section: 

8bc.  — .  ^nrf  he  it  further  enaetei^  Thsl  the  provihinn 
coiilairK'd  in  Ihut  portion  of  Ibe  seventli  swti"ii '>r  i^'    :icl 
of  August  *J6,  lH5i2,  enliUf'd  "An  act  to  pro-. 
culin^   Die   pnblic    prinlinff,   and    eslablisliu  « 

ihercof,  and  for  oUicrpnriKPses,"  which  provnl  , 

any  document  sliall  be  ordered  to  tie  print' d  > 
llonses  of  Congress,  Ihe  entire  priiiling  of  eu-.-h  U" 
Khali  lie  done  by  the  printer  (tf  that  iloiiif;  u-hieh 
dered  tiie  iiame,  in  hereby  repealed;  and  when  i' 
printers  are  elected,  each  shall  do  Ihe  printing  lor  ih* 
eleclinK  liim  ;  and  so  inncll  of  the  prinling  htfllu-  i 
tive  Drparlnir'nls  and  Unrcaus  nf  llie  Goirmrnenl  :i 
dered  by  ihe  said  net  to  he  done  by  ihe  pnl'lic  prin: 
lie  divided  equally  between  the  printers  of  ttifi  two  li 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  the  following: 

Proeiiterf,  Tliat  from  and  alter  the  3d  day  or  ^'  .\ 

{  Ihe  said  act,  entitled  •*  An  net  to  provide  lor  ■  19 

\  public  printing,  and  for  olticr  purposes,**  be,  .-.  ..• 

is  hereby,  repealed:  Jtnd jiroruted  also, ThMii^^  i-m^ 

>  eHgagemenl  made  by  either  of  llie  Kxecmive  Depai ' 

'  or  the  anthfirily  of  either  House  of  (;un»ress,  inuier 

vinue  of  the  provisions  of  said  art  ticfore  the  tin-..' 

i  rep^-aI,  shall  be  vacated  or  Impaired,  and  nn  law  or 

lion  repealed  by  said  act  shall,  by  the  repeal  Uicn     .,  „_ 

revived  or  enforced. 

'      Mr.  President,  the  object  which  I  hare  in  offer- 
ing that  amendment  is  to  place  Ihe  question  of 
I  the  public  printing  in  such  position  that  it  may  b« 
I  fairly  considered  in  bolh  Houses  of  Concjress,  as 
to  the  ultimate  system  which   is  to  be  adopted. 
!  My  own  views  of  the  proper  system  I  have  sut>. 
I  milted  in  a  bill,  which  was  adversely  reported  upon 
I  by  the  Committee  on  Printing.     That  bill  [    siiil 
I  intend,  during  the  session,  to  call  up  and  ask  the 
'  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  it.     I  wish  it  to  stai>d  in 
a  position  in  which  it  may  have  fair  play;  and    I 
am  perfectly  aware,  that  while  the  existing    ia«r 
stands  it  will   be  very  easy  to  overthrow  the  biti 
and  prevent  its  being  carried  through,  even  though 
a  majority  of  Congress  be  in  its  favor.     Bui   if 
you  provide  that  after  the  3d  March,  18.55,  there 
shall  be  no  law  upon  the  subject,  except  what  in 
the  Interim  you  may  pass,  then  I  think  a  fair  cnn- 
sideralion  of  the  whole  subject  will  be  had  nntl  a 
proper  bill  will   be  passed,  and  whenever  fm<-h    a 
bill  is  passed  after  iliscussion,  and  on  the  de 
ate  convictions  of  Congress,  I  shall  be  wlllj 


'•■je-ct 


abide  by  it  in  every  respect.     That  is  the  t.,., 
of  my  amendinent. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    I  am  opposed  to   the 
amendment.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  iher*  ia 
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a  difficulty  nttending  the  two  Houses,  as  the  law 
in  reluiioii  to  the  public  printing  now  stands.  The 
House  of  Representatives  has,  nt  this  session, 
elected  one  printer,  and  the  Senate  another;  and  that 
raiaea  a  dimcniiy.  But  it  seems  to  me  that,  without 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  amendment,  it  is  alto- 
gether out  of  place.  That  amendment  has  no  ref- 
erence to  tlie  bill  under  consideration,  which  is  a 
bill  making;  appropriations  to  provide  for  deficien- 
cies incurred  in  the  operations  of  the  Government. 
Here  is  an  amendment  that  has  no  kindred  posi- 
tion to  that;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  tlie  Senate 
understood  the  facts  correctly  the  amendment 
would  not  be  pressed  to  the  bill. 

Conceding,  however,  that  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate are  inchned  to  adopt  some  provision  for  the 
f)urpi)seof  remedying  the  existing  evil,  it  occurs 
10  me,  without  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
Sijhject,  that  the  expense  involved  in  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  would  be  sufficient  to  deter  the 
Senate  from  annually  entailing  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  great  amount  which  will  be  incurred  by 
it.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  thechairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  [Mr.  Hamlin]  has  in  his  pos- 
session statistics  which,  froti)  his  position,  he  has 
obtained,  and  which,  1  presume,  at  the  proper 
time,  he  will  lay  before  the  body,  to  sustain  the 
position  which  I  take.  The  fact  cannot  l)e  denied 
that  there  is  a  difficulty  in  di.iposing  of  the  print- 
ing to  be  done  fur  this  body  in  connection  with 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  the  law  now 
stands.  That  is  a  question  which  the  committee 
has  now  before  it;  it  has  caused  more  or  less  em- 
borrassment;  but  even  in  order  to  obviate  a  ditli- 
cully  of  that  kind  by  entailing  a  heavy  expense 
upon  the  Treasury  of  thecountry,  it  seems  to  me 
Senators  should  pause  before  they  attempt  to  in- 
graft it  upon  this  bill.  If  I  am  not  incorrectly  in- 
formed, the  change  proposed  by  the  amendment 
■will  make  a  dill'erence  of  between  $10,000  and 
(15,000  a  session.  Connected  as  I  am  with  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  1  am  satisfied  that  there 
should  be  some  modification  of  the  law,  but  notin 
the  mode  contemplated  by  the  amendment.  I 
tliink  a  provision  could  be  made  which  would  not 
nil  on  the  Treasury  the  very  heavy  expense 
^ich  would  be  entailed  by  this  amendment  at 
Sch  annual  session  of  Congress. 

Now,  what  is  proposed  here?  Because  there  is 
a  disagreement  bttween  the  House  of  Represenla- 
lives  and  the  Senate  in  the  selection  of  the  gentle- 
men who  are  to  execute  their  printing,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  obviate  the  difTiculty  by  incurring  this 
extraordinary  expense.  If  I  am  not  mistaken, 
by  the  most  clear  and  conclusive  calculation,  as 
demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  who  has  in  charge 
the  public  printing  of  the  country,  the  increase  of 
cost  will  be  between  $10,000  and  $15,000.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  taking  side  with  this 
or  that  printer.  I  am  perfectly  content,  as  the 
majority  of  the  body  has  elected  a  gentleman  to 

fnsacl  the  public  printing,  that  we  shall  put  it 
■uch  a  form  that  the  work  fur  this  body  shall 
to  him;  and,  far  from  opposing,  I  would  invite 
amendment  in  the  way  of  some  modification  of 
the  law  as  it  now  stands,  which  would  rid  it  of 
the  difficulty  which  is  now  encountered  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  work.  The  law  under  which  the 
printers  have  been  elected,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
contemplates  that  the  same  printer  shall  do  the 
work  for  both  Houses  of  Congress.  It  goes  upon 
that  hypothesis — that  the  work  shall  be  done  by 
the  same  printer;  but  that  happens  now  not  to  be 
the  foct. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  provides  that  each  House 
shall  elei.t  separately. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  know  that  it  provides 
that  each  House  shall  elect  a  separate  printer; 
liiit,  if  you  scnitinize  the  law,  I  say  you  will  see 
lilt  it  must  have  been  the  sense  of  Congress 
.  uat  the  work  should  be  done  by  the  same  printer. 
'  )pk  at  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen,  and  I 
■Bunae  that  is  the  reason  forofTering  thcamend- 
knl.  The  law  provides,  that  all  the  printing 
any  work  which  is  ordered  to  be  done  by 
ner  House  of  Congress  shall  be  done  by  the 
titer  of  the  House  which  first  orders  its  print- 
Now,  look  at  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen 
i>m  this  provision  in  a  special  case.  Some 
weeks  ago  the  mechanical  portion  of  the  report  of 
Jhe  Patent  O.lice  was  sent  to  this  body,  and  or- 
Hretl  to  be  printed.  As  a  matter  of  course,  it 
^^lit  to  the  printer  of  the  Senate.  After  that,  the 
^ricuUural  portion  of  the  report  wu  sent  in  to, 


and  ordered  to  be  printed  by,  the  House.  The 
contest  is  now,  who  is  entitled  to  the  printing  of 
that  second  portion.^  It  is  nn  adjourned  question. 
It  is  an  undetermined  question  now  before  the 
joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses;  and  how  are 
we  to  dispose  of  it.^  It  is  a  legal  question,  to  be 
determined  by  legal  investigation,  in  order  to  see 
which,  according  to  the  law,  is  entitled  to  the 
printing  of  the  first  and  second  parts. 

Now,  if  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  offered 
the  amendment  will  put  it  in  such  a  form  as  to 
remove  the  difficulty,  without  incurring  the  heavy 
expense  which  is  here  contemplated,  I  assure  him 
I  am  not  disposed  to  thwart  the  action  of  this  body 
in  the  selection  of  its  printer,  and  1  will  vole  for 
any  amendment  wjiich  will  not  entail  on  us  the 
expense  which  his  amendment  will  entail.  As  it 
is,  we  are  meeting  ditficulties  at  every  point.  I  am 
anxious  to  obviate  these  difficulties;  but  I  am  not 
anxious  to  obviate  them  at  the  heavy  and  extra- 
ordinary expense  which  will  be  entailed  upon  the 
country  by  iheamendment.  If  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator who  has  offered  it,  or  any  other  Senotor,  will 
offer  such  an  amendment  as  will  carry  our  print- 
ing to  the  printer  of  this  body,  ridding  it  of  the 
expense  which  the  pending  amendment  will  incur, 
and  lend  to  no  more  expense  than  is  already  in- 
curred under  the  present  law,  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Senate  should  be  gratified  in  giving  its 
printing  to  him  who  has  been  selected  by  the  ma- 
jorily  of  the  body.  I  have  no  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  not  opposing  the  amendment  simply  to 
benefit  this  individual  or  that;  but  I  want  toobvi- 
ate'the  difficulty  and  relieve  the  Committee  on 
Printing  from  the  responsibility  which  now  at- 
taches to  it.  At  the  same  time,  however,  I  do  not 
like  to  incur  the  extraordinary  expense,  which 
will  ensue,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Senator  who  has  offered 
the  amendment  could  devise  some  plan  by  which 
the  power  could  be  delegated  to  the  committee,  or 
to  tiie  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing,  to 
parcel  out  the  work  to  the  printers,  and  to  require 
the  press-work,  and  other  materials  to  be  used  in 
common,  without  throwing  upon  the  Government 
this  heavy  outlay  of  money.  It  seems  to  me  that 
such  an  amendment  could  be  offered  without  dif- 
ficulty, i  n  such  a  case  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Public  Printing  might  determine,  when  the  work 
was  ordered  by  one  House,  and  afterwards  also 
by  the  other,  that  the  same  press-work  and  every- 
thing else  should  be  used  for  it  by  the  gentleman 
who  prints  for  the  body  last  making  the  order.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  chowing  any 
favoritism  to  this  press  or  to  that  press,  but  it  is 
for  the  avowed  object  of  bringing  this  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Senate,  to  admonish  the  body  of  the 
consequences  that  will  ensue,  if  the  amendment 
be  adopted,  that  I  have  submitted  these  remarks. 
it  was  but  the  other  day  that  I  spoke  to  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  on  this  floor,  and  told  him  that 
th«  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  as  the  printers  are 
now  selected,  throws  difficulties,  in  the  execution 
of  the  law,  before  the  committee — and  difficulties 
which  will  be  found  to  be  serious.  But  is  it  not 
possible  that  we  can  now  agree  to  place  the  print- 
ing upon  such  o  fooling  as  to  avoid  the  increased 
expense,  and  at  the  same  time  award  our  printing 
to  the  genlleman  who  has  been  selected  by  this 
body  ?  It  is  not  with  the  view  of  preventing  that 
that  I  am  combating  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina;  but  it  is  with  the  sole 
view  of  impressing  upon  the  Senate  the  idea  that 
I  believe  this  can  done,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
can  avoid  an  extraordinary  expense.  I  have  no 
feeling  for  this  gentleman  orfor  thatgentleman,  so 
far  as  the  printing  is  concerned.  I  am  willing  at 
all  times  to  yield  to  the  majority  who  have  at  their 
pleasure  selected  a  genlleman  to  discharge  the 
work,  and  to  award  him  what^  we  order  to  be 
printed;  but  I  do  not  want  to  do  it  underthe  heavy 
penalty  imposed  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  regret  very  much  to  differ 
on  this  occasion  from  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 
Ordinarily  he  is  right;  but  if  I  understand  the  ob- 
ject proposed  by  this  amendment,  it  is  simply  this: 
each  branch  of  Congress  is  authorized,  under  the 
existing  law,  to  elect  a  printer  for  its  own  printing. 
Under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  the  Senate  and 
the  Houseof  Representatives  each  elects  a  printer. 
This  proposition  is  simply  that  the  printer  elected 
by  the  Senate  shall  have  the  control  of  the  printing 
which  may  be  ordered  by  the  Senate;  and  that  the 
i   printer  who  is  Mlected  by  the  Houseof  Repieaenl- 


atives  shall,  in  like  manner,  have  the  control  of 
the  printing  ordered  by  that  body.  If  there  be 
any  defect  in  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  it  is  in  this; 
that  we  are  allowing  other  persons  to  havethe 
control  of  an  office  which,  under  the  existing  law, 
we  are  authorized  to  fill.  We  may  elect  a  public 
printer,  who  ia  ostensibly  the  printer  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and  yet,  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  by 
the  agency  of  some  other  body,  or  by  trickery  or 
management,  that  office  may  be  rendered  en- 
tirely valueless.  It  is  to  prevent  that;  itis  to  make 
the  officer  or  the  Senate  independent  of  the  action 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  and  to  give  him 
the  control  of  that  printing  wliicli  we  may  choose 
to  order,  that  this  proposition  is  made.  That  is 
the  principle  incorporated  in  the  amendment,  and 
that  is  the  whole  of  it. 

So  long  as  we  elect  a  public  printer,  I  should 
like  to  know  upon  what  ground  my  friend  from 
Alabama  would  concede  to  the  other  House  of 
Congress,  or  to  any  of  the  Departments,  or  to  the 
Superintendentof  the  Public  Printing,  thedecision 
of  the  question  as  to  the  arnount  of  printing  which 
should  be  done  by  that  officer.'  If  it  is  found  in- 
expedient to  have  the  two  officers,  the  two  print- 
ers, one  to  each  branch  of  Congress,  let  us  abolish 
the  law,  let  us  change  it;  but  so  long  as  our  public 
printer  is  intended  to  be  independent  of  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  let  us  retain  to  ourselves  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  directing  what  amount  of  printing 
shall  be  done  by  him.  That  is  the  wholeobject  of 
the  amendment.  Why  should  it  be  otherwise.' 
Why  should  we  connect  these  two  public  printers 
any  more  than  the  duties  of  the  other  officers  of  the 
Senateiuid  the  House?  Why  not  have  a  connection 
between  the  Sergeants-at-A  rms  of  tlie  two  branclieg 
of  Congress?  If  you  intend  that,  in  regard  to  ths 
public  printing,  each  branch  of  Congress  shall  be 
independent — if  you  claim  the  right  for  each 
branch  of  Congress  to  select  its  public  printer — 
let  the  duties  of  the  two  printers  be  so  separated 
thot  there  never  can  be  any  conflict  between  the 
two  branches  of  Congress  as  to  who  shall  do  the 
public  printing.  Everybody  knows  that  there  has 
been  a  contest  as  to  which  branch  should  first 
order  the  [trinting  of  any  important  public  docu- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  a  direction  to 
the  printer  of  either  this  or  the  other  branch. 
The  amendment,  in  my  judgment,  is  simply  a 
proposition  to  dissolve  the  connection — to  make 
our  printer  independent  of  the  other  branch.  Let 
each  one  take  care  of  its  own  officers;  let  each 
branch  of  Congress  be  responsible  for  what  print- 
ing it  orders;  and  then  the  people  will  kpow  wher« 
to  attach  the  blame,  if  any  blame  there  be. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  As  I  never  desire  to  embar- 
rass the  amendment  of  any  other  gentleman  I 
will  withdraw  my  amendment.  I  think,  however, 
that  the  omendment  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  only  illustrates  the  evil  of  the  whole  law 
as  it  now  stands.  You  have  got  one  of  two  evils 
to  encounter:  You  must  either  adopt  the  amend- 
ment, and  increase,  to  some  extent — I  do  not 
know  to  what  extent — the  expenditures  of  the 
public  printing;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  do 
not  pass  the  amendment,  it  will  lead  to  an  undig- 
nified scramble  between  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress as  to  which  shall  dispense  the  greatest 
amount  of  patronage  to  the  printer  elected  by  it. 
I  consider  the  whole  system  corrupt  and  corrupt- 
ing. It  makes  the  printer  connected  with  the 
public  press  a  stipendiary  of  Congress.  It  reacts 
upon,  and  injures  the  body;  ond  it  also  tends  to 
corrupt  that  which  is  a  power  for  evil  as  well  as 
for  good — the  press.  It  is  my  intention,  inde- 
pendent of  this  amendment,  which  I  withdraw  for 
the  present,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on 
the  propriety  of  continuing  a  system  which  has, 
in  my  belief,  such  deleterious  results  on  the  whole 
political  morals  of  the  couatry.  1  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  Mr.  Bad- 
ger's amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  will  add  something  to  the  expense 
of  the  printing  of  the  two  Houses,  but  1  have  no 
idea  that  it  v/ill  add  anything  like  what  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama  imagines.  There  can  be  at 
present  no  means  of  making  an  accurate  estimate 
as  to  what  the  additional  expense  will  be.  Un- 
doubtedly it  will  add  something;  but  unless  we  do 
this,  we  shall  have  to  engage  in  that  scramble  to 
which  the  Senator  from  California  so  well  refers. 
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As  the  law  stands  whichever  House  first  orders 
the  priming  of  a  document  sends  the  whole  print- 
ing of  it  to  its  own  [irinler;  the  consequence  is  that 
it  IS  in  the  power  of  the  Depnrtnienis  to  say  to 
which  printer  the  work  shall  go.  It  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Deparimenis  to  give  the  whole  of  the 
priming  to  that  printer  which  they  prefer,  und  the 
consequence  may  be  that  the  printer  of  the  other 
House  may  be  broken  down  and  lose  by  it.  If 
we  have  the  ri^ht,  as  the  law  gives  it  to  us,  to 
elect  a  public  prmter,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought 
■Isu  to  have  the  right  of  sending  to  him  the  print- 
ing which  we  order.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  but 
justice.  I  believe  it  will  avoid  disputes  if  we  do 
it;  and  unless  we  do  it,  there  is  danger  that  dis- 
putes will  grow  up.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  the  most 
prolitable  documents  which  hnve  been  printed .' 
Here  was  the  census  report.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodhead]  moved  to  print 
that.  I  believe  the  first  motion  made  to  print  it 
was  made  in  this  body;  and  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  I  also  believe,  reported  against  it.  They 
afterwards  fixed  upon  some  other  form,  and   re- 

Sorted  a  resolution  to  the  House  on  the  12lh  of 
aniiary,  when  it  was  agreed  to  by  that  body, 
while  I  think  it  was  not  reported  here  until  the 
IGth  of  January.  If  I  am  wrong  theSenator  from 
Maine  will  correct  me. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Senator  is  cerloinly 
wrong.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  moved 
to  print  a  very  small  volume,  of  about  fifty  pages, 
called  the  "  Abstract  of  the  Census,"  of  which 
one  hundred  thousand  copies  were  printed  by  the 
House  last  year.  That  was  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
question  of  printing  that  document  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  who  reported  against 
it.  The  same  committee  reported  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  printing  another  abstract  of  the  census, 
which  makes  a  volume  of  four  hundred  pages. 
That  wos  an  entirely  different  thing  from  the 
other. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  that  re- 
port was  not  made  in  the  House  on  the  12th  of 
January,  and  if  it  was  not  made  to  the  Senate 
only  on  the  16ih,  so  that  the  Senate  had  no  chance 
of  giving  the  printing  to  its  printer?  I  nsk  if  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing  did  not  report  this 
resolution  for  printing  these  copies  to  one  branch 
on  the  12th,  and  the  other  on  the  16th?  I  have 
copies  of  the  reports  here;  they  are  as  follows: 
'*  In  the  House  of  Rfprttentatires,  January  12,  1854. 
»*  Tlio  HouHe  then  refiiiiicd  Iheconjiiteratioii  i>f  Die  follow- 
ing resolution,  reported  yesterday  from  tin?  nifmbers  of  Uie 
Coiniiiiitcc  on  rnnline,  on  llic  pari  of  the  llnu^r.  viz: 

"  iJewfrfrfjTIiat  llnrre  1)6  printed  for  the  us,;  of  tt]«-  llou-^e 
of  Represeiiliitivc*,  l»y  Uie  public  printer  of  ihc  tivmn, 
fitty  U»oU:»nnd  copieH  of  a  Compendium  of  Ule  Seventh 
Cen>ns,  to  be  arransod  by  llie  Siiptrinlendeni  of  tlie  Cen- 
Ktis,  einbracini;  the  popul.itinn  by  townti  and  eounlies,  tlie 
ratio  tatties  of  pupulntion  ;  tallies  of  imtivitieH,  hiriii-,  mar 
riaecsand  deaths;  of  the  deaf,  dumb,  blind,  innane,  and 
Idiotie  ;  of  bcIiooIii  and  colleges ;  of  aifitreKales  of  oceupa- 
llons;  of  churches;  of  newspaperx  and  librarieif,  and  o( 
agricultural  productii;  with  illustrative  notes  and  eompara- 
tive  tables ;  Promdcl,  That  the  said  compendium  shall  be 
printed  In  royal  octavo  form,  and  not  exceed  lour  hun- 
dred pafef." 

This  resolution  was  emended,  by  inserting"  one 
hundred  thousand  "  instead  of  "  fifty  thousand," 
and  it  wns  agreed  to  January  12,  1854. 

Then,  in  the  Senate,  it  was 

"RttoUeH,  Tliat  there  b«  printed  fortheuseofthe  Senate 
AAy  thousand  copies  of  a  tJumpenflium  of  tin;  Seventh 
Census,  10  be  arranued  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  I'ensus; 
embrneinj;  the  population,  by  towns  and  counties,  llie  ratio 
tables  of  population  ;  tables  of  nativities,  births,  niarrin|;cs, 
uid  deaths  ;  of  the  deaf,  duinti,  blind,  insane,  and  idiotic  ; 
of  schools  and  collejies  ;  of  agere^ates  of  occupations  ;  of 
churches;  of  newspapers  and  liliranes;  and  of  agricultural 
products;  with  illustrative  noies  and  compiiralive  tables: 
Provideil,  The  said  compendium  shall  be  printed  in  royal 
octavo  form,  and  not  exceed  four  hundred  pages." 

This  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Prinrtng  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Ham- 
i.iK,|  and  considered,  and  agreed  to,  January  16, 
1854.  ' 

So  then  the  Senate  had  no  chance  to  give  the 
printing  to  its  printer.  The  report  was  not  made 
to  us  until  the  16th,  and  the  order  in  the  House 
was  made  on  the  12th. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
Patent  Office  report,  which  is  the  most  profitable 
document  given  to  the  public  printer,  I  heard  one 
day  that  it  was  carried  to  the  other  House,  anil 
that  they  were  voting  upon  it.  I  went  up  to  the 
desk  of  our  Secretary,  and  asked  if  it  had  come 
here.  It  had  not.  Now,  I  ask,  is  it  not  obvious, 
in  order  to  prevent  these  difficulties,  if  the  Senate 


exercise  the  right  to  elect  a  public  printer,  that  it 
ought  to  separate  itself  from  the  House,  and  have 
the  means  of  sending  its  own  printing  to  its  own 
printer?  Let  each  House  have  its  printing  done 
by  its  own  printer.  That  is  fair.  If  the  privi- 
lege ought  to  be  given  to  each  House  to  elect  its 
own  printer  that  is  certainly  fair.  1  understand, 
and  the  Senator  from  California  tells  me  that  he 
is  informed,  on  what  he  believes  to  be  sufficient 
authority,  lliatthe  increase  in  thecost  of  composi- 
tion, by  the  proposed  amendment,  will  be  only 
S2,.')tK)  or  $3,U00.  Had  we  not  better  give  that  in 
order  to  preserve  the  right,  which  the  Senate  has 
under  the  law,  to  elect  its  own  printer?  What  is 
that  right  worth  if  all  the  work  is  taken  from  him, 
and  the  profits  withdrawn  from  him  ?  So  far  as  t 
Bin  concerned,  I  never  have  believed  in  the  propri- 
ety of  giving  the  public  printing  to  editors.  I 
have  always  voted  to  put  it  out  to  contract,  or  lo 
put  up  a  Government  press,  or  so  to  dispose  of 
the  matter  as  to  separate  it,  if  possible,  from  the 
political  press  of  the  country.  I  will  vote  for  any 
scheme  which  may  be  tolernUly  matured  to  effect 
that  purpose;  and  whenever  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware shall  bring  it  up  he  will  find  me  aiding  him 
with  all  my  power  to  give  it  the  force  and  effect 
of  law.  But  until  this  is  done,  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  to  do  something  to  prevent  a  scramble 
between  the  two  Houses  in  regard  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  ihere  is  a  good  deal 
of  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  Senators  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter;  first,  as  to  the  ordering  of 
the  printing;  and,  second,  as  to  the  expense.  1 
was  originally  a  member  of  the  Committee  'on 
Printing,  and  a  member  of  the  select  committee 
who  reported  the  bill  which  changed  ihe  system 
of  the  priniiii"  of  Congress.  I  was  opposed  to 
the  passsge  of  the  printing  law.  1  resisted  ituntil 
I  found  myself  almost  alone.  I  believed  that  the 
contract  system,  fairly  and  rigidly  enforced,  would 
be  the  best  and  cheapest,  and  I  constantly  resisted 
any  invasion  upon  it.  1  found  myself  powerless, 
and  this  law  was  passed.  I  had  hoped  that  those 
who  claimed  that  the  system  would  be  put  upon 
a  better  fooling  after  the  passage  of  such  a  law  as 
they  desired,  would  not  be,  at  least,  the  first  to 
come  here  and  complain  of  it.  I  hoped  that  that 
law  might  be  permitted  to  remain  until  it  had  had 
a  fair  trial.  I  was  opposed  to  it.  I  should  op- 
pose it  now  under  such  a  stale  of  things  as  then 
existed;  but  inasmuch  as  the  law  has  been  passed, 
I  am  forgiving  it  a  fair  trial,  and~will  stand  by  it 
until  it  has  been  fairly  tested. 

One  very  essential  consideration  urged  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  at  that  time,  was,  that  it  con- 
tained an  express  provision  that  double  composi- 
tion should  not  be  paid, and  would  not  be  paid,  if 
it  passed.  The  Senator  who  now  comes  and  asks 
us  to  change  the  law  urged  its  passage  then,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  provided  for  one  composition 
only. 

Now,  let  me  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  matter  truly,  as  it  exists,  for  a  very  few  mo- 
ments. So  far  as  it  is  a  matter  of  controversy  be» 
tween  two  individuals  I  have  no  feeling,  and  I 
care  not  one  fig  about  it.  The  law  provides  for 
the  election  of  a  printer  or  printers.  The  House 
and  ihe  Senate,  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights, 
have  seen  fit  to  elect  dtfFerent  persons  as  printers. 
The  law  made  provision  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  printing  should  be  disposed  of.  The  printer 
of  the  House  and  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  then, 
were  respectively  elected  under  that  law,  with  the 
full  knowledge  of  precisely  what  were  their  rights, 
lo  wit:  that  each  printer  would  print  what  was 
printed  exclusively  in  either  branch  by  itself,  and 
that  the  printer  of  the  House  would  prim  such 
documents  for  the  Senate  as  were  first  ordered  by 
the  House,  and  thai  the  printer  of  the  Senate 
would  print  for  the  House  such  documenls  as 
were  first  ordered  by  the  Senate.  Thai  was  the 
law.  So  it  .stood  when  these  persons  were  elected; 
so  it  stands  now.  The  .-imendmenl  proposes  lo 
change  that,  and  to  confer  the  exclusive  printing 
of  the  Senate  upon  the  Senate  printer,  notwith- 
standing the  House  may  order  the  same  docu- 
ment to  be  printed,  and  thus  compel  us  to  pay 
double  composition  for  the  same  work. 

1  think  my  friend  from  California  suggested 
that  the  printer  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  and 
therefore  he  should  be  under  our  control.  Now, 
sir,  if  that  be  the  object  you  must  go  a  step  fur- 
ther, and  remove  your  Superintendent  of  the  Pub- 
lic Printing,  for  we  hnve  juat  nothing  at  all  to 


I  do  with  him.       "  *  pass  an  order  for  printing 

When  we  have  pnSKni ,(,«  order  we  havenothin 

further  to  do  with  him.     It  passes  from  our  hand: 

I  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing;  h 

gives  it  that  direction  which  the  law  points  out 

and  when  the  document  is  printed  it  is  deliveri 

:  to  him.    If  the  ameiidnieni  should  beadopied,  w^ 

I  should  have  nothing  to  do  only  to  order  the  prin; 

ing;  it  would  then  go  lo  the  Superinlendent,  am 

instead  of  directing  it  according  to  the  law  as  ' 

i  now  stands,  he  would  direct  that  everything  oi*> 

dered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate  shnulil  go  to  (h 

Senate   printer,,  and   everything  ordered    by  lh« 

House  should  go  lo  the  Hmise  prinlef. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  there  is  a  very  conaid 
erable  amount  of  printing  in  the  Senate,  which 
ordered  and  done  by  the  Senate  printer,  vrit 
which  the  House  hnve  noihingto  do,  becausethey 
do  not  ordercopies  of  the  same.  'I'hnl,  therefore, 
belongs  to  the  Senate  primer,  and  that  is  not  affect- 
ed by  this  in  any  way.  So  it  is  with  the  Housr, 
It  is  only  with  those  documents  where  the  sani 
are  ordered  in  each  House  that  difficulty  artH- 
and  in  my  humble  judgment,  notwilhHtunding  ih 
complaint  ofindtvidiials,atthecloseofthe8e.'!Bion 
Ihe  relative  proporlion  of  the  two  printers  will  b 
found  to  be  just  about  in  ihat  proportion  whici 
the  printing  of  the  Senate  bears  to  Ihe  printin_ 
the  House.  If  I  am  correct  in  the  supposition, 
would  be  just  to  continue  onr  system,  and  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  the  expense  incurred  by 
double  composition. 

Now,  let  me  allude  to  s  sapgeslion  inade  by  my 
friend  from  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  printing  oC 
the  census.  It  only  goes  lo  show  how  a  mai 
may  be  mistaken,  nnd  how  information,  when 
only  partially  imparled,  may  mislead  the  most 
honest  mind.  A  few  words  in  relation  lo  this 
census  document,  about  which  so  much  co 
plaint  has  been  made.  Whom  made  by?  B 
men  who,  I  apprehend,  are  interested  in  irie  maf? 
ter.  I  find  no  fault  with  them  for  it,  but  still  I 
think  if  there  is  annoyance,  it  is  annoyance  by 
the  public  printers  of  both  branches,  and  it  is  no  ' 
an  annoyance  of  their  own.  We  would  notb 
annoyed  in  the  transacting  of  our  business,  and 
the  ordering  of  the  printing,  if  we  were  approached 
by  nobody,  neither  by  the  printer  of  the  House 
or  of  the  Senate.  In  relation  to  ihe  priming  of 
this  census,  I  have  only  to  say  this:  The  Sermtor 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodiirad]  offered  a 
resolution  one  day  to  print  an  abstract  of  ihe  cer»- 
sus,  which  was  denounced  in  the  Senate  Inst  Be»- 
sion  for  its  inaccuracy.  The  Senate  nb.eolntely 
refuse<l  lo  print  it.  It  was  but  a  small  document. 
It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
who,  on  a  reexamination  of  it,  came  lo  the  con- 
clusion unanimously  that  it  was  not  wonh  while 
lo  reprint  it;  that  it  did  not  contain  any  inform- 
ation which  was  very  valuable,  and  it  wag  so 
small  that  it  was  no  object  to  the  printer,  even  if 
it  had  been  accurate;  but  we  beheved  it  to  be  in- 
accurate, and  reported  against  the  printing;;  that 
is  all  ihere  was  about  it. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  a  resolution 
was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  joint  commit- 
tee— for  Senators  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  is  a  joint  committee — askinj^ 
Ihe  committee  to  intiuire  into  the  expediency  o\ 
having  an  abstract  ol^  the  present  census  printed. 
The  committee  gave  the  resolution  a  thnrnugh  in- 
vestigation. They  called  before  them  the  Sujierin- 
lendent  of  the  Census,  Mr.  De  Bow,  and  they 
compared  with  him  the  various  tables  of  the  large 
work  which  had  been  prepared,  and,af>er  spend- 
ing several  meetings  upon  it,  ihey  came  unani- 
mously to  the  conclusion  to  order  an  obsiract  to 
be  primed,  which  should  not  contain  over  foori 
hundred  pages,  and  which  should  contain  what, 
in  their  judgment,  would  be  the  most  useful  mat- 
ter in  that  volume.  And  lei  me  say,  that  when 
it  is  printed  I  think  it  will  be  vastly  more  usefnt 
than  the  larger  edition,  because  it  presenls,  in  a 
condensed  form,  facts  and  figures  which  are  use- 
ful. While  in  the  large  volume  it  would  require 
an  addition  of  different  tables  together.  This,  in 
my  judgment,  will  render  it  very  much  more 
liable  ihan  the  large  one.  It  will  contain  all  thi 
is  really  necessary  or  usefni.  The  resolution 
requiring  the  printing  of  that  document  emanated 
from  the  House.  The  House  committee  consid- 
ered it  first,  anif  mnde  up  their  minds  precisely 
as  tn  what  they  would  do.  It  was  their  matter, 
and  after  they  had  acted,  the  committee  on 
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port  of  the  Senate  took  the  same  work,  and  re- 
Dorieii  it.al  thtirvery  next  meeiing,  lo  the  Senate, 
^at  is  the  whole  liisiory  of  that  matter.  That 
Pthe  )on^  and  the  short  of  it.  Jt  \va»,  therefore, 
nropoKiiion  which  originated  in  the  Honse, 
1  which  was  reported  on  first  by  tlie  House 
nniittee,  hecanse  it  was  liieir  proposition.  Then 
•  Senate  coinmiilee  took  their  reeoluiion,  be- 
Bsf,  from  the  investigation  of  the  committee, 
'  rame  lu  the  conclusion  that  that  was  the  best 
npilation  which  could  be  made,  and  for  the  ad- 
lioiial  r  nson,  that  if  we  took  that  work,  the 
I  of  c'tniposition  would  be  saved.  I  undertake 
liuy  that  if  the  resolution  ordering  the  printing 
diat  work  had  emonatefl  from  the  Senate,  anti 
the  coinnnttee  had  been  directed  by  the  Senate 
rinvesiiKnie,  and  report  upon  the  expediency  or 
the  propriety  of  having  such  a  work  prepared  and 
printed,  they  would,  in  that  case,  have  reported 
first  to  the  Senate.     I  think  the  Senator  from  Vir- 

iitio,  if  he  had  been  a  memberof  the  Committee  on 
Knting,  would  havedone  precisely  what  wedid. 
I  a  matter  of  economy,  I  felt  it,  as  one  member 
'the  committee,  to  be  my  dnty  to  recommend 
the  House  proposition, after  they  had  matured  and 
•jnorled  upon  it,  instead  of  making  a  new  docu- 
^bit  whicn  should  be  substanlialiy  the  same  thing, 
^ph  perhaps  the  difference  of  a  page  or  two. 

And  let  me  say  that  that  resolution  now  meets 
precisely  what  I  understand  to  be  the  objection  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  which 
is,  that  the  compendium  does  not  include  certain 
tables  which  he  deems  valuable.  That  resolution 
authorizes  the  inclusion  of  these  very  tables,  if 
necessary;  in  otlier  words,  it  authorizes  the  Super- 
intendent to  add  notes  which  shall  convey  other 
facta  that  may  be  deemed  essential.  Any  modifi- 
cations which  may  be  suggested  by  Senators  will 
be  considered  by  the  committee,  and,  if  thought 
necesxary,  will  be  pat  into  the  work,  under  the 
resolution  as  it  now  stands.  The  resolution  was 
thus  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  as 
many  as  it  was  possible  to  accommodate;  though, 
of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  accommodote  every 
body.     So  much  in  relation  to  that  work. 

In  relation  to  printing  the  Patent  Office  Report, 
I  can  only  say  that  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I 
was  not  in  the  Senate  when  either  portion  of  that 
report  was  sent  here.  I  came  in  when  the  me- 
chanical portion  was  about  being  ordered  to  be 
printed.  I  think  the  Senator  from  California  [Mr. 
Weller]  made  the  motion  to  print  it,  and  I  came 
in  just  as  he  was  ofl^ering  it,  and  I  made  a  sugges- 
tion to  him  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  slinuld 
present  it.  That  is  all  that  I  know  about  that. 
'■  Now,  sir,  let  us  see  what  is  the  proportion  of 
r>i:itier  wliich  has  been  printed  by  each  printer. 
'    "  ihou.tand  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pages 

ve  been  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate, 
uliich  are  to  be  executed  for  the  Senate  and  the 
House.  In  other  words,  we  have,  at  this  session, 
-•niered  the  printing  of  documents  containing  one 
usnnd  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pages,  which 
■  i  f  printed  for  us,  and  are  also  printed  by  the 
Senate  printer  for  the  House.  Tne  House  has 
jrdered  the  printing  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
ind  forty-eight  pages,  which  have  been  executed 
jy  the  House  printer  for  it  and  also  for  the  Sen- 

B,  beiitg  a  proportion  as  about  three  to  one  of 

*  pages  thus  far  ordered  to  be  printed.  I  find, 
I  statement  which  has  been  handed  to  me  from 
Huperintendenl  of  Public  Printing,  that  the 
iggregatea  of  the  two  branches,  at  the  last  session 
»f  Congress,  bear  about  the  proportion  of  two  to 
>ne;  or,  in  other  words,  the  Senate  printing  cost 
(S4,900,  while  the  House  printing  cost  $44,092; 
hua  the  proporiinnate  cost  of  the  printingordered 
>y  each  House  is  about  two  to  one.     The  extra 

Bumentfl  which  have  thus  far  been  printed  by 

THouse  printer  for  the  Senate  are  about  as  three 

I  repeat  again,  however,  that  when  the 

(ion  shall  have  closed,  I  doubt  not  that  the  nor- 

f  printed  by  the  two  respective  printers  will  be 

alively  equal.  I  believe  they  will  bear  about 
lie  same  relation  to  each  other  that  the  cost  of  the 
>rintingof  one  House  does  to  that  of  the  other. 
Phe  cost  of  the  House  printing  is  twice  as  much 
•  the  Senate. 

Rr.  WELLER.     Why  does  the  Senator  give 
lumber  of  pages,  and  not  the  number  of  copies 
e  extra  documents  already  printed  ? 
iVlr.    HAMLIN.     Because  I  am  speaking  now 
tnlv  of  the  coat  of  the  composition,  i  liold  in  my 
nii  n  communication  from  the  Superintendent 


of  Public  Printing,  which  !  requested  him  lo  make 
last  evening,  on  the  adjournment  of  the  SeiiBle.  It 
is  quite  complete,  although  it  is  not  perfectly  so. 
If  it  could  be  made  perfect  and  accurate,  so  as  to 
embrace  the  entire  printing  of  Congress,  it  would 
swell  the  amount  beyond  what  he  has  staled.  It 
is  based  on  that  printing  in  regard  to  which  he 
had  the  details  before  him,  leaving  out  a  little  in 
regard  to  which  he  had  not.  1  wish  to  have  the 
communication  read;  but  before  it  is  read,  I  wish 
to  state,  first,  that  it  shows  that  the  composition 
of  the  last  Congress  would  have  amounietl  to 
$16,532,  if  the  whole  printing  had  been  done  under 
the  present  law.  During  a  part  of  that  Congesa, 
the  printing  was  done  under  contract,  at  a  very 
low  rale.  This  communication  also  shows  that 
the  cost  of  composition  for  this  Congress,  up  to 
this  date,  amounts  to  §8,269.  That  is  the  cost 
of  composition  alone — one  single  item  in  the  cost 
of  the  public  printing,  far  below  what  will  be  the 
aggregate.  The  Superintendent  tells  us  that  the 
aggregate  cost  of  composition  will  be  at  least 
$15,000  a  Congress.  How  he  comes  to  that  con- 
clusion I  confess  I  do  not  understand;  for  he  shows 
us  by  figures,  that  at  this  session,  up  to  this  time, 
it  amounts  to  over  §8,0U0.  If  weossiimethat  the 
remainder  of  the  printing  for  the  Congress  will 
cost  the  same,  it  would  make  the  whole  amount 
for  composition  over  $16,000.  He  states  the 
whole  amount  at  $15,000;  ond  probably,  as  we 
increase  the  printing  as  it  goes  along  at  every 
session  of  Congress,  it  will  come  up  probably 
nearer  to  $20,000  than  $15,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  is  $15,000  for  both 
Houses. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Precisely;  and  it  is  just  one 
composition  in  both  Houses.  Now,  if  you  repeal 
that  portion  of  the  law,  you  double  this  sum. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Does  not  the  Senator  per- 
ceive that  two  thirds  of  that  are  for  the  House, 
and  we  only  double  the  composition  on  one  third 
for  the  Senate .' 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  repeat,  the  sum  will  be  just 
double  that  which  is  here  stated;  because  this 
includes  only  the  documents  which  are  already 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  same  documents 
which  are  printed  in  both  Houses.  I  will  illus- 
trate this.  I  will  take  the  Patent  Office  Report, 
and  I  will  assume  that  it  is  first  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  the  House;  then  the  House  printer  is 
to  be  paid  for  the  composition.  The  work  comes 
here,  and  we  order  it  to  be  printed,  but  the  print- 
ing is  executed  by  the  House  printer,  and  we 
have  not  to  pay  for  its  composition,  as  the  law 
stands.  Now,  what  is  the  cost  of  the  composi- 
tion .>  it  is  a  given  sum.  The  Superintendent 
states  that  the  mechanical  portion  of  the  Patent 
Office  Report  will  be  four  hundred  pages,  and  the 
cost  of  the  composition  will  be  $500,  and  the  cost 
of  the  agricultural  part  will  be  $700.  Suppose 
one  portion  of  it  is  first  ordered  to  be  printed  in 
the  Senate,  and  then  it  goes  to  the  House.  The 
Senate  printer  does  the  work  under  the  present 
law,  and  but  one  composition  is  to  he  paid  for. 
Now,  if  both  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
House,  and  composition  paid  for  to  the  House 
printer  in  addition, it  is  as  evidentas  that  two  and 
two  make  four,  that  you  just  double  the  price  of 
composition  on  those  documents  which  are  or- 
dered to  be  printed  in  both  Houses. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  a 
question,  for  information.  I  understand  him  to 
say  that  the  statement  to  which  he  refers,  made 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Printing,  which  was 
complete  in  its  character,  though  not  perfect, 
shows  that  $15,000  will  be  the  amount  of  the 
cost  of  composition  for  documents  printed  by  both 
Houses.  I  understand  that  is  the  result  arrived 
at.  Then  the  Senator  immediately  controverts  his 
statement,  by  saying  that  he  cannot  see  how  the 
Superintendent  arrived  at  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  so  understood  the  Sena- 
tor. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  TheSuperintendent  first  shows 
that  the  cost  of  composition  for  the  work  printed 
for  the  last  Congress  woiild,  if  paid  for  at  the 
present  rates,  be  $16,532.  He  shows  that  up  to 
the  present  date  the  composition  of  the  documents 
which  have  been  ordered  to  be  printed  in  both 
Houses  at  this  session  amounts  to  $8,269.  Then 
he  closes  with  a  paragraph,  which  I  will  read: 

"  By  ilic  rcp4!a]  of  itip  heveiiiti  vcctioii  of  ttie  println|[ act  nf 
IBSa,  or  CO  much  Ihereof  ai  it  Is  propoMd  to  repeal,  the 


adJitioHal  cost  of  itie  printing  for  Cunj^retis  may  be  fairly 
estimated  tti  ^15,tK)il  lor  eaoti  Congress,"  &c. 

What  I  Bay  is  this:  The  Superintendent,  in  his 
caution  not  to  overestimate,  has  under  estimated. 
I  say  it,  because  he  shows,  in  fact,  that  the  cost  of 
composiiion  at  this  session  up  to  this  time  has 
been  over  $8,0(10  on  works  ordered  to  be  primed 
by  both  Houses.  I  doubt  not  it  will  be  more 
than  $3,000,  and  probably  $5,000  more  at  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  whether 
most  of  these  documents,  of  which  ihe  greatest 
number  are  printed,  such  na  the  census  re(>ort,  and 
the  reports  accompanying  the  President's  mesaoge, 
have  not  already  been  printed? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Undoubtedly;  most  of  the 
documents  of  which  we  shall  have  the  same  num- 
ber in  each  branch  of  Congress  have  been  printed, 
I  have  no  doubt  about  that;  but  still,  up  to  this 
time,  the  cost  of  composiiion  has  been  over$8,00l>. 
I  have  no  doubt,  and  that  is  all  I  need  say,  that 
the  Superintendent,  in  his  over  caution,  has  under- 
slated  rather  than  overaiated  the  amount  which  it 
will  cost.  I  now  ask  that  the  communication  from 
the  Superintendent  may  be  read,  for  he  states  very 
clearly  the  whole  matter. 

The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

OrriCE  SUPKRIXTE!«DKHT  PCBI.IC  FrI.NTING,  ) 

V\'A8niNaToN,  March  3<l,  ISd-t.         ] 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yuiir  vvrbdl  inquiry  yesterday,  as  lo  llie 
coslof  coinpositioii  of  ltio.-t(;  public  dncuiiteiils  ordtrred  to 
br  printed  by  hotk  HouseK  iifC'iiigresd,  1  have  llie  honor  to 
8Ul>iiiit  the  lu((owiilK  tttabiineiil; 

At  tile  first  st-ssioii  of  ijit;  Tliirty-Hecnnd  Congress  those 
ducunienH  that  wi^rc  printed  by  tiolh  Houses  of  Concress 
lnadc4,48U  p»|{es,  at  a  cohI  for  coinpntiilinn  of.. $0,085  00. 
At  the  second  session  (incliidins  Ihe  CeoKU^, 
which   nmde    1,15S  large  quarto  pagr,!)  they 
made    5,01U  pngPi,  at  a   cost  for   composi- 
iion of. 10,447  00 

$16,533  oa 

[(will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  if  the  present  printing  law 
had  been  in  operatinii  during  itir  whole  of  Uie  Tliiny-Scc- 
oni(  CongreKn,  without  the  seventh  secli'in,  and  lliere  had 
betn  a  dilR-rent  printer  for  each  House,  the  cost  of  the  priu^ 
ing  would  h&ve  i>een  incieUKed  slf),:>3Q.  It  may  be  proper 
lo  »latc,  tiowever,  ttiat  the  data  in  this  officn  is  not  sufli- 
cieiit  to  furnish  n  futt  statement  as  to  the  first  session  of  the 
last  Congress  ;  the  quantity  of  matter  of  ihc  characler  re- 
ferred to  doubtless  exceeded  thai  above  stated  ;  but  there 
are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  amount,  only  a  por- 
Uun  of  the  printing  of  that  ses-ion  having  been  executed 
under  the  superinliMidonce  of  thiit  office. 

The  cost  of  composiiion  of  Ihc  same  documents,  ordered 
to  be  printed  by  botli  Houses  of  Congress,  during  the  present 
session,  to  this  dale,  reaches  nearly  j^lO.tiOU.  Of  course, 
ill  tlie  absence  of  the  provision  of  the  printing  law  referred 
to,  the  cost  of  the  composition  would  have  been  double 
this  amount. 

Ttie  principal  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  consist  ol' the  annual  cnmniunications 
required  by  law  from  the  Tresident  of  the  United  titatCH 
and  the  s<'vernl  heads  of  T>eparlmeiits, 

The  following  is  ali^t  of  the  principal  documents  ordered 
to  be  printed  by  hiAh  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  present 
sc.->sioii,  to  this  date,  with  Ulcir  real  or  csliinuted  cost  for 
composition  alone : 

JVb.  0/     Cott  for 
Paget,     Comp*n. 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  ITnited 

:?lates,  alidaccompanyingducumenls... 1,936  ^,466  00 
Letter  from    flrcoiid  Auditor,  relative  to 

Indian  riinbursements !i5'2       1,00100 

Report  o(  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

on  the  state  of  the  haaocee 384  51^00 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Coast  Survey,  (quarto) .VM)        1,500  00 

Patent  Ollicc  Report— .Mechanical 400  5U0  00 

"  "  Agricultural 600  700  00 

Compendium  of  the  Seventh  Census,  (non- 
pareil)      400       1,500  00 

$8,369  UO 


Desides  the  reports  of  several  surveying  and  exploring 
expedinons,  and  tt  considerable  number  of^smaller  docu- 
ments. 

By  the  repeal  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  printing  act  of 
1W9,  or  so  much  thereof  os  it  Is  proposed  to  repeal,  the 
attdilionot  cost  of  Ihe  printing  for  Congress  may  be  fairly 
estimated  at  91o,<JUI>  for  each  Congress,  which  will  lie  paid 
for  extra  composiiion  alone,  provided  Ihal  the  Senate  and 
House  employ  different  printers. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obcdisnt  servant, 

A.  Ci.  SP.AMAN,  Suj>er<n(«iu<eia. 
Hon.  11.  Uahlin,  United  States  Senate. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  but  a  few  words  more  to 
say;  but  I  desire  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ator who  offers  the  amendment  to  the  suggestion 
which  I  make,  and  it  is  one  of  a  practical  charac- 
ter. It  is  this:  The  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  provides,  first,  for  a  repeal 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  1852,  which 
requires  that  a  document  shall  be  printed  by  the 
House  printer  for  the  Senote,  when  the  printing 
is  first  ordered   by   the   House,  and  tiee  versa. 
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Then  it  nroTides  that  "  each  shall  do  the  printing 
for  the  House  electing  him;  and  lo  much  of  the 
printint;  for  the  Executive  Depiirtments  and  Bu- 
reaus of  the  Government  as  Ih  ordered  by  thesuid 
act  to  be  done  by  the  public  printer,  shall  be 
equally  divided  between  the  printers  of  the  two 
Houses, " 

The  diflirulty  which  this  provision  involves  I 
will  now  pomt  out  to  the  Senator.  The  House 
has  already  ordered  certain  documents  to  be 
printed,  which  are  now  in  the  process  of  printing; 
some  perhnps  nre  in  process  of  composition,  and 
others  are  in  press.  The  Senate  has  also  ordered 
certain  documents,  and  they  are  in  process  of 
printing,  but  in  dilTerent  stages.  Now,  suppose 
this  amendment  shall  be  adopted,  in  what  man- 
ner is  the  printing  already  ordered  to  be  com- 
pleted? 

Mr.  BADGER.  According  to  the  law  in  force 
when  it  was  ordered,  of  course. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  law  will  be  repealed  by 
the  passage  of  this  provision;  and  there  will  then 
be  no  such  law  in  existence.  The  House  printer 
can,  IhereTore,  come  forward  and  insist  on  his 
right,  under  this  section,  to  do  all  the  printing  or- 
dered by  the  House;  and  the  Senate  printer  can 
make  the  same  dejiiand  with  regard  to  the  Senate 
printing.  I  insist  that  the  law  under  which  they 
now  act  being  repealed,  they  would  have  a  rijht 
to  do  so.  This  would  require  double  composition 
for  all  the  work  which  is  even  in  process  of  being 
printed.  It  seems  so  to  me.  There  oughtat  least 
to  be  a  provision  to  meet  that  exigency,  if  an 
amendment  similar  to  this  is  to  be  adopted.  I 
have  nothing  further  to  aay  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter at  present. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  apeak 
to  one  part  of  the  subject  only,  and  to  make  my- 
self distinctly  understood  upon  it.  1  have  a  right 
to  speak  wiih  some  degree  of  intelligence,  at  least 
upon  the  matters  connected  wiih  the  census.  I 
was  one  of  the  committee  which  had  that  matter 
in  charge  originally,  of  which  an  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davi.i}  was  chair- 
man, and  of  which  Mr.  Uoderwood  was  another 
member.  It  cost  us  u  great  deal  of  labor,  and  the 
tables  were  very  carefully  prepared.  I  was  in  the 
minority  upon  the  committee,  dissenting  so  far  as 
regarded  many  of  the  columns,  and  dissenting 
essentially  so  far  as  regarded  the  propriety  of  pub- 
lishing anything  butihe  enumeration  of  the  inhab- 
itants, nnd  perhaps  the  real  estate  of  the  country. 
But  tliey  went  on  in  opposition  to  my  views;  and 
what  was  the  result?  Why,  sir,  a  book  of  twelve 
hundred  pages  was  presented  to  Congress.  A 
book  of  twelve  hundreil  pages,  containing  the  re- 
sults of  that  census,  was  authorized  to  be  pub- 
lished under  the  authority  of  Congress.  How 
stands  that  book  ?  lidiiTers  from  every  oneof  the 
documents  which  nre  l.^id  before  us.  The  Presi- 
dent's mes.'iage  cannot  be  changed  by  the  House 
of  Represenlaiives,  nor  by  the  Senate.  The  re- 
ports of  the  heads  of  Departments  cannot  be 
changed  either  by  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; but  now  is  it  with  regard  to  this  book, 
which  is  known  as  the  census  of  the  United  Slates  ? 
Why,  sir, the  House  of  Representatives  have  not 
only  assumed  to  change  the  original  character  of 
the  book,  and  make  acoinpendium  of  it,  but  they 
have  sent  to  the  Senate  a  compendium,  of  which 
they  are  to  be  the  author,  nnd  we  the  editor.  We 
ore  to  edit  the  book  of  which  they  are  the  author, 
and  are  to  lake  it  without  examination,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  House. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  census  is  to  go  out — and  if  it  is 
to  go  out  as-a  book  which  may  be  arranged,  edit- 
ed, or  compiled  under  the  authority  of  the  Senate 
or  the  House  of  Representatives — I  take  the  liberty 
of  saying  that  1  wish  the  pen  of  the  Senate  at  least 
to  be  allowed  to  write  a  single  page  in  that  history. 
But,  how  stands  it?  Here  conies  a  book  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  be  published  under 
the  direction  of  the  Census  Bureau,  with  certain 
smooth  columns,  which  will  be  very  easily  printed, 
and  will  be  very  profitable  to  the  printer.  What 
are  they?  One  of  them  is  a  very  curious  piece  of 
information  to  be  sent  out  to  the  public,  of  how 
many  paupers,  how  many  lunatics,  and  how  many 
idiota  there  are  in  the  United  States;  when, to  my 
utter  surprise,  in  looking  at  it,  and  referring  to  my 
section  of  the  country  particularly,  that  which  I 
supposed  every  man  wishing  valuable  information 
to  be  publiahed  and  sent  out  to  the  community 
would  desire  to  have  in  it,  is  left  out.    There  is 


no  column  showing  how  many  acres  of  land  are 
under  the  proprietorship  of  individuals  in  the 
United  Slates.  That  which  I  wish  to  attain,  (and 
I  would  not  increase  the  columns  by  it,)  is  to  sub- 
stitute a  statement  showing  how  many  acres  of 
land  are  in  cultivation  in  the  diflerent  Stales.  I 
would  put  that  in  placeof  the  column  of  lunatics, 
and  paupers,  and  idiots.  Will  any  man  say,  in 
writing  such  a  book,  this  would  not  be  a  more 
valuable  piece  of  statistics  than  to  state  how  many 
lunotirj)  are  in  the  United  States?  That  may  be 
information  for  the  curious,  but  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  other  sources.  1  know  it  is  much 
easier  to  pre|>are  that  kind  of  a  book  than  the  one 
which  I  would  wish;  and  it  has  been  sent  here  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  who  undertake  to 
be  an  intelligent  author,  sanctioned,  I  have  no 
doubt,  by  a  very  intelligent  critic — the  Senator 
from  Maine. 

I  am  not  going  to  sey  that  he  would  not  be  a 
very  good  reviewer,  but  allow  me  to  say  that  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  good  book.  If  we  arc  going  to 
reduce  it  from  twelve  hundred  to  four  hundred 
pages — and  I  think  it  could  be  better  reduced  to 
two  hundred — I  am  not  disposed  to  mar  it  by 
striking  out  columns;  but  in  filling  it  up  I  would 
strikeout  the  column  of  lunatics,  idiots,  and  in- 
sane, and  insert  a  column  showing  the  numljer  of 
acres  of  land  in  cultivation  in  each  of  the  dilferent 
Slates.  That  could  be  very  easily  done.  That 
intVirmation  might  be  readily  obtained;  and  it 
would  be  somewhat  germane  to  the  taking  of  the 
census,  because  Congress  may  possibly  have 
occasion  to  impose  something  like  a  direct  tax. 
What  information  have  you  now  with  regard  to 
property  which  is  taxable?  None  at  all.  fn  place 
of  ihal  information,  you  have  a  detailed  state- 
ment as  to  liinalicji  and  idiots.  That  is  put  in 
because  it  will  make  a  smoother  column,  and  an 
easier  book  for  the  printer.  Then,  I  say,  if  we 
are  to  have  a  printer  fur  the  Senate,  1  want  that 
printer  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Senate 
OS  an  author,  and  not  as  an  editor  adopting  the 
authorship  of  other  people's  hooks.  As  to  the 
two  or  three  thousand  dollars  difTerence  which  this 
will  make  as  to  the  expense  1  regard  it  as  noth- 
ing. 

As  I  said  before,  we  cannot  change  the  standing 
documents;  but  this  census  compendium  to  which 
1  have  alluded  could,  if  put  under  the  care  of  an 
intelligejit  committee,  be  retluced  from  four  liun- 
died  to  two  hundred  p.iges  with  advantage.  I  am 
wilhng,  however,  to  leave  it  a  book  of  four  hun- 
dred pages;  but  I  would  strike  out  many  columns 
which  are  in  it.  It  contains  many  items  which 
the  curious  may  readily  obtain  from  other  sources. 
I  believe  it  contains  a  column  showing  the  num- 
ber of  newspapers  in  the  United  States.  What 
do  I  care  about  the  number  of  newspa(>er8;  1 
believe  the  number  of  paupers  is  another  item. 
]s  it  not  so? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Mr.  UUTLER.    I  think  you  have  in  it  paupers, 
lunatics,  idiota.  and  newspapers — very  valuable 
iiirormalion  !     Why,  sir,  the  newspapers  increase 
so  fast  that  you  cannot  keep  up  with  them.    You 
will  have  to  take  a  census  every  yenr  in  order  to 
keep  up  with  the  newspaper  race.     I  do  not  wish  j 
to  see  all  that  is  valuable  in  such  a  work  stricken 
out,  with  a  view  lo  have  a  smooth, easy  book  for 
the  printer,  and   then  have  the  House  come  here 
and  say  lo  us,  that  if  we  do  nol  take  it  just  as 
they  arranged  it,  we  are  putting  the  country  lo  ex- 
pense.    When   1   saw  that  I  said,  in  good   faith, 
that  1  would  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  reso-  i 
luiion  ordering  that  printing.     1  am  glad  that  the  j 
question  has  come  up  in  this  form.    I  do  not  know  j 
that  I   understand   exactly  the   provision  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina; 
I  ask,  therefore,  that  it  be  rend. 

The  .Secretary  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  It  does  not  refer  to  the  census 
volume,  but  it  separates  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses;  that  is  what  1  want. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  wish  at  this  point  to  sug- 
gest a  verbal  amendment  to  my  amendment,  in 
the  phrase  "  when  difTerent  printers  are  elected." 
Let  it  rend,  "when  there  are  different  printers." 
It  is  perfectly  immaterial,  so  fur  as  this  is  con- 
cerned, whether  they  are  elected  or  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair.)  That  chonge  will  be  made,  if  there  be 
no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection. 


Mr.  HAMLIIV.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  subject  o/"piiiiiinga  compendium  of  th* 
census  is  now  legitimately  before  the  Senate,  bul 
still,  inasmuch  astheSenutorfrum  South  Carolii 
has  alluded  to  it,  1  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  in  n 
ply,  in  order  that  the  reply  may  go  out  with  w' 
he  has  said. 

He  first  announced  that  that  was  a  book  froi 
the  House  sent  to  us.     In  that  the  Senator  is  mii 
taken.     The  House  pn.ised  a  resolution  directii 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  to  (irepare,  or 
have  prepared,  a  compendium  of  the  work  to 
printed.     I'hut  resolution  went  to  the  joint  coi 
mitlee,  and  was  considered  by  them.     The  joi 
committee  was  composed  of  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives.    It  may  be  that  the  Senators  upon  that 
committee  were  unfortunate  in  the  cond"  ■■■■•■■  it 
which  they  arrived.     I  assure  the  hon'> 
aior  from  South  Carolina  that  none  of  th(>  il 

to  be  critics;  far  from  it.     But,  in  order  to  be 
curate  in  the  matter,  we  did — what?     We  called 
a   gentleman  who  had  the  subject  in  charge,  ai 
who,  I  think, has  some  reputation  usacommercial 
siutistician  at  the  South,  for  the  purpose  of  confej^ 
ring  with  him  ns  to  what  would  constitute  the  bd 
compendium  which  could  be  made.     We  did  cal 
ill, that  man, and  became.     We  wished  to  consu 
him  because  of  his  long  experience  in  coinmei 
mutters,  and  from  his  connection  with  this  work, 
•It  may  be  that  the  cominitlee  went  too  for  in  li; 
ening  to  this  genllemaii,  who  is  from  the  sectioi 
of  the  country  where  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina himself  resides.     It  may  be  that  the  coramit- 
tee  were  too  lenient  in  believing  that  he  was  too 
well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  hia  office.     I   think 
nut,  however.     But  it  may  be  lli.-it  there  are  some. 
tables  in  the  book  which  might  have  been  betcc| 
excluded  and  others  included.     I  think,  bowercT) 
that  if  ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  hi 
had  had  the  charge  of  the  subject  committed 
him  solely,  he  would  have  found  it  utterly  imp 
sible  to  compile  any  work  which  would  suit  pi 
cisely  every  Senator.     If  we  failed  in  satisfying 
every  Senator  in  every  porticular,  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  to  be  a  mailer  of  surprise.     1  can  only 
say  that  we  gave  to  the  subject  the  best  examina- 
tion we  were  ca/iable  of  giving  it,  and  acted  very 
much  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  De  Bow,  who  I 
then  thought,  and  who  I  now  think, is  a  man  very 
well  fitted  for  that  business,  and  very  capable.     I 
do  nol  know  of  a  man  whom  I  would  select  as  his 
superior  in  this  city  at  this  lime;  consequently,  if 
1  were  again  to  be  charged  with  that  duty,  and 
were   to  consult  with  any  individual,  i  think  I 
should  consult  with  him. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  think  what  I  have  said  in 
reference  to  this  book  is  a  suliicient  reason  lo 
reconcile  me  to  separate  the  two  printers,  so  that 
I,  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  may  have  some 
control  over  it.  The  Senator  from  Maine  has  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  De  Bow.  He  is  a  constituent 
mine,  and  I  know  him  very  well  by  repulatioa' 
and  personally.  1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  indulging 
in  laudation  or  censure  as  to  any  one,  whether  a 
constituent  or  nol;  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  en- 
tirely, in  fact  I  think  eminently,  qualified  for  this 
business;  and  I  would  be  very  willing  to  select 
him  for  such  a  work.  When  I  was  upon  the  Cen^ 
BUS  Committee,  however,  originally,  I  diffen 
from  him,  if  this  be  his  selection;  and  I  ditfert 
from  others;  and  I  prefer  other  columns  lo  th 
which  he  has  included.  I  do  not  know  that  f 
would  have  imphcitly  adopted  Mr.  De  Bow's 
tables. 

M  r.  H  A  M  LI  N.     We  did  not. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     I  do  not  know  that  the  eou. 
mitlee  did.     There  is  no  person  that  I  would  lake 
sooner  than  Mr.  De  Bow  to  make  out  a  work  of 
this  kind;  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  wilhroy  up- 
proving  tables  which  1  do  not  wish  to  see  there, 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  Presi  lent,  as  to  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr, 
Hamlin,]  that  this  amendment  does  not  sufll' 
cienily  provide  how  the  public  priming  which  hn 
already  been  ordered  by  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  executed,  I  would  reply,  that  if 
there  be  anything  valid  in  the  objection,  it  can 
easily  be  remedied  by  an  amendment,  which  he 
can  himself  offer.  1  he  only  argument  which  I; 
have  heard  against  this  amendment  is  iheincn 
of  expense  which  will  be  occasioned  by  it. 
not  know  what  that  expen.se  may  amount  lo.  If  jt 
should  amount  to  quite  as  much  as  the  Senator  haa 
estimated  it  to  be,  it  will  form  with  me  no 
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eitntobjectioB  to«npporting  the  aroanclinant.  I 
think  that  iiRiendmeQt  is  rendered  necesmry  by 
the  practical  working  of  tlie  present  system;  for, 
vhether  the  distribution  of  the  public  printing 
ordered  by  the  two  Houses  has  been  so  arranged 
by  the  greater  activity  of  the  friends  of  one  of  the 
printfra,  or  whether  it  has  resulted  from  accident, 
the  fact  is  nevsrlhelees  indisputable,  that  about  ten 
timesasnHiehin  valueof  the  priming  for  Congress 
has  gone  to  the  printer  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative* as  has  fallen  to  the  Senate  printer. 

Now,  I  think  we  owe  it  to  our  printer,  whom 
we  have  elected,  and  who  is  our  officer,  to  sea 
that  he  shall  have  as  much,  at  least,  of  the  print- 
ing for  the  Sciiats  as  will  support  his  eslablish- 
ment.  The  item  of  |]5,000foran  expendiiureof 
thiasort  is  nothing  new  or  surprising  to  the  Senate. 
*rhe  Senate  were  not  appalled  at  the  appropriation 
of  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  to  a  public  printer 
who  had  mucn  less  right  toit  than  the  printer  now 
elected  by  the  Serwte  has.  A  few  years  ago  you 
had  the  contract  system^  and  a  printer  having  en- 
tered into  his  contract,  knowing  precisely  at  what 
rotes  he  was  to  be  paid ,  y  eti  after  he  had  completed 
the  term  of  his  contract,  asked  for  more  compensa- 
tion, and  you  voted  hioi  some  $50,000  or  $60,000 
in  addition  to  the  contract  price  for  which  be  had 
undertaken  to  do  the  printing.  In  other  words, 
you  determined  to  indemnify  him  for  Ipss,  and 
give  him  profits  besides,  i  do  not  think,  there- 
fore, that  It  becomes  the  Senate,  who  have  be- 
stowed a  gratoiiy  by  way  of  indemnity  upon  one 
printer,  to  object  now  to  providing,  at  an  expense 
of  about  one  fourth  what  we  then  thought  not  at 
all  objectionable,  for  putting  our  printer  in  an  in- 
dependent position, 

Mr.  HUNTER.  My  friend  from  Maryland 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  theamountia  not  $15,000, 
but  only  one  third  of  that,  or  t5,0U0.  according  to 
the  statement  of  the  Senator  Irom  Maine  himself. 
The  increased  expense  will  only  be  double  com- 
position for  the  Senate  work. 

Mr.  PEAilCB.  Then  it  is  so  much  the  b^Uer 
for  my  argument. 
Mr.-HAMLIN.  The  increase  will  be  $15,000. 
Mr.  PEA.RCE.  I  sav  that,  taking  it  at  $15,000, 
it  does  not  furnish,  with  oie,  any  objoction  to  the . 
amendment.  We  have  a  printer  of  our  owns  and 
if  we  continue  to  have  a  printer  of  our  own,  we 
must  furnish  him  with  the  means  ofan  independ- 
ent support.  We  roust  not  allow  the  whole  profit 
and  patronage  of  the  public  printing  to  be  diverted 
to  the  printer  of  the  other  House.  If  we  do  that, 
w*  Riay  OS  well  give  up  our  public  prin^r,  and 
osk  the  House  of  Represeataiive*  to  elect  hj<0 
/or  lu. 

Now,  sir,  a*  it  is  very  clear  that  the  present 
provision  operates  (wtiethsr  from  accident  or  de- 
sign it  matters  not]  so  as  to  bestow  greater  profits 
from  this  patronage  on  one  printer,  and  take,  in 
the  same  proportion,  from  the  other,  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  body,  if  it  means  to  maintain  its  in- 
dependence, to  rectify  that  evil,  and  to  put  the 
matter  upon  such  a  fooling,  Ibat  the  printer  of  the 
Senate  may  have  a  fair  share  of  the  public  prim- 
ing, or  may  do,  at  least,  whatever  we  may  choose 
to  order. 

Besides,  there  is  another  consideration  in  this 
matter  which,  it'strikesme,i8  of  importance,  and 
which  we  lost  sight  of  in  the  origiQaJlaw.  Wiicn 
we  direct  printing  to  be  done  for  us,  which  goes 
to  the  pitater  of  the  other  House,  we  hare  not 
exactly  that  control  over  him  that  we  should  have 
over  the  some  printing  if  executed  by  our  owj\ 
printer.     We  can  dismiss  our  own  printer.    We 
can,  at  all  events,  do  something  in  the  way  of 
expediting  the  printing  of  this  House,  if  itsbould 
be  improperly  aelayeiT,  which  we  cannot  do  by 
our  own  action  if  that  printing  is  to  be  done  by 
the  printer  of  the  other  House.    I.  think  the  Con- 
stitution seems  to  contsmplate  that  each  House 
sbouid  regulate  and  manage  its  own  proceedings; 
and  I  do  not  knpw  why  the  execution  of  our  public 
printing  should  not  be  regarded  as  one  of  those 
proceedings  which  properly,  peculiarly,  and  ex- 
clusivelv  belongs  to  the  Senate  itself.    I  thialt.it 
doea.     I  think,  at  all  events,  that  it  is  proper  in 
itselfthat  we  shiiuld  not  only  have  our  own  pub- 
lic printer,  but  that  we  should  have  our  own 
printing  done  by  him,  so  that  we  have  control 
over  him  and  over  it.    If  it  does  cost  a  little  more 
money,  I  think,  at  all  events,  that  those  Senators 
ivho  were  so  liberal  a  few  years  ago   (and  I  do 
not   mofjt.to  reproach ihMH, for  ilj .(qa,pni^  { 


under  the  contract nysteni,  will  not  objact  now  to, 
doing  that  which  is  simple  justice  to  our  own 
officer  and  lo  o'uraelves. 

Mr.  BA.YARD.  Mr.  President,  my  objections 
to  the  present  course  are  slightly  dioereut  from 
those  01  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland. 
The  very  exposition  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maine  Las  given,  is  a  sufficient  reason  with 
me  for  voting  for  this  amendment.  It  shows  that 
there  is  a  scramble  for  the  patronage  connected 
with  the  printing  between  the  two  Houses,  and 
probably  the  Exectttivs  tooj  for  augbt  I  know; 
but  we  nave  not  beard  much  about  that.  1  think 
$15,000  would  not  be  thrown  away  if  it  would 
prevent  the  slate  of  feeling  arising  from  such  a 
scramble.  I  think  harmony  between  the  two 
bodies  is  far  more  important  than  any  considera- 
tion of  an  expense  of  that  kind.'  There  is,  also, 
an  additional  argument  in  the  fact  that  that  stale 
of  feeling  would  be  further  increased  by  continu^ 
ing  the  present  planf  When  a  document  is  or- 
dered by  one  House  in  the  first  instance,  of  course 
it  is  first  supplied  thntHouse,  and, until  the  entire 
supply  for  it  is  exhausted,  the  other  House  is  not 
furnished  at  all.  I  take  it  Ibr  granted  that  is  one 
of  the  results  of  the  present  course,  and  it  there- 
fore produces  confusion.  I  think  the  whole  sys- 
tem a  bad  one.  1  hope  it  will  be  amended.  But 
while  it  lasts,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  an  amend- 
ment as  this  is  necessary  when  two  different 
printers  are  elected,  one  by  each  House. 

Mr.  FITZPATRlLJK.  Mr.  President,  I  be- 
lieve  the  Senator  from  Maryland  has  stated  cor- 
rectly the  main  argument  in  favpr  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. So  for  as  1  am  concerned,  I  am  very  frank  to 
admit  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  the  execution 
of  the  present  liiw,  and  it  perhaps  may  need  some 
amendment;  but]  think  it  can  be  modified  irithoul 
the  expense  which  will  bie  consequent  gpon  the 
iJieration  proposed  by  this  atnendihent.  liie  Sen- 
ator from  Virgi/iio,  by  the  remark  wfiich  he  made 
to  the  Senatorfrom  Maine,  seemed  to  suppose  that 
the  $15,000  additional  exprnee  stated  by  the  Sen- 
ator froiii  Maine,  Ss  the  result  of  this  provision, 
included  the  comppsition  for  the  work  both  of  the 
House  and  of  the  Senate.  Now,  sir,  by  reference 
tor  the  statement  of  the  Superintendent,  it  will  be 
seen  thai  it  does  not  include  the  House  work,  but 
that,  beyond  that,  there  will  bean  additional  ex- 
pense of  $15,000,  if  the  law  be  altered  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  this  amendment. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  froni  South  Carotioa  has 
given  a  wider  latitude  to  the  discussion  of  this 
amendment  Chan  i  had  apprehended,  and  ha  has 
gone  back  to  a  matter  which  has  been  pending  be- 
fore the  Senate  for  same  months  back,  perhaps.  I 
recollect  that  shortly  after  I  had  the  honor  effac- 
ing plactdroh  the  Committee  on  Printing,  a  prop- 
osition can  tcbeiere  them  to  rscemracnd  tbe  print- 
ing of  fifty  thousand  copies  of  the  census  report 
in  a  condenoed  fomi4  The  coDsmitkee  concurred 
in  the  propriety  of  tliat,  and  so.  reported  to  this 
bodyv  and  the  Senate  agreed  to  their  report.  The 
Senator  from  South  CaroiiBa  has  aaaigocd  his 
reasons — of  course  they  are  satisfactory  to  him, 
and  I  pcMume  they  are  lo  the  Sei|»t»— why  he 
made  the  maiivn  to  reopnNder  that  Tot*}  and.  1 
have  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  it. 

Sir,  the  principal  cause  wliieh  ha*  p]a«ed  the 
CKBsua  repocl  in  its  prssent  au<IHda>  and  which 
has  delayed  Klip  to  this  tisM,  the-  aclioivof  *k» 
printers  upon  the  volume  orilered  by  thisijody, 
results  from  the  peculiar  law  now  regulating  the 
printing  of  our  documcnu,  and  the  fact  that  there 
nave  been  two  printers  elected,  one  by  the  Senate 
and  one.by  the  House.  In  order  to  show  that  the 
calculation  of  an  increased  expense  of  $15,000 
does  not  affect  the  House  printing,  but  relates  only 
to  ths  Senate  printing,  I.  will  take  the  case  now 
under  con^deraiion.  The  Superintendent  says 
that  the  adoption  of  this  provision  will  require  an 
increase  of  $15,000  in  toe  item  of  compoailion 
alone. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  admit,  aSUr  hearing  the 
matter  exploined,  that  the  Senatof  is  right;  and  if 
the  Superintendent  be  correct,  it  will  add  $15,000. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  1  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Superintendent's  statement  is  correct, 
though  I  have  not  examined  it  myself. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  have  my  doubts  about  it. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Hence  the  statement 
of  the  Superintendent  corroborates  what  I  said 
wbso  I  fimtfti/ij^tf/tgipvi  Senatouf on  tt^f  .imbr 


jcet.  The  facta,  and  (be  aifumeolaought  properly 
to  have  been  slated  by  the  chairman  of  me  com- 
mittee; but  when  the  question  was  about  to  bis 
taken,  I  saw  that  he  was  not  in  his  seat,  and 
therefore  1  felt  disposed  to  make  the  few  remarks 
which  I  suhwittcd  hefore,  in  opposition,  to  tlu) 
amendment.  ' 

Now,  sir,  I  know  nothing  of  the  aeiamble,  if 
there  ia-any,  for  plunder,  or  for  patrQaaste,!to.ua« 
a.  milder  phrase,  between  the  two  Houses,  the 
Departments,  and  the  printers.  I  believe  there  is 
none.    I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  ac^ 

?uaintance  with  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  but 
take  it  for  granted,  from  his  high  character,  and 
from  what  1  have  heard  of  him,  that  he  would  not 
descend  to  be.  a  party  to  any  such  scramble.  I 
must  say,  however,  that  I  think  the  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  does  produce  ejpbarrassmem,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  opposing  a  modifi»- 
cation  of  it,  for  1  think  it  should  be  modified. 
But  I  believe  it  can  be  amended  without  incurring 
the  expense  which  will  necessarily  attend  the 
adoption  of  the  provision  eoiitainipl.in  il^isanveni]- 
ment.  I  ooncede  that  in  high  party  times  an  offi- 
cer in  this  Department  or  of  that  may  have  his 
favorite,  and  by  that  mode  of  indirection  deprive 
this  body,  or  the  other  .House,  of  the  Bght  of 
giving  to  its  printer  the  work  wnicb  l^giSmatcly 
belongs  to  him. 

Let  me  illustrate  what  I  mean  when  I  say  the 
law  needs  Hmendiueiit.  The  mechanical  portion 
of  the  Palenl  OlBce  Report  was  first  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  this  body.  According  to  ihe  inter- 
pretation now  coivtended  fur  by  aoine  gentlemen. 
It  is  to  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  ihe 
priming  of  the  ngricuUural  portion  of  that  report 
IS  also  to  go  to  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  wno  is 
eoiitled  to  the  printing  of  the  mechanical  portion. 
If  ihftt  be  the  game  which  is  to  be  played,  so  far 
firpm  the  pnnler  of  the  House  rereivirig  nine 
tenths  of  the  work,  as  is  alleged,  the  fact  will  be 
that  one  of  the  best  jobs  of  priming  to  be  given 
out  by  either  branch  of  Congress  is  to  be  thrown 
iltto  tlie  hands  of  the  .Senate  printer;  for,  if  I  «m 
not  mistaken,  one  hundred  thousand  copies  of  that 
iwe  to  he  prinled.  It  is  an  adjourned  question, 
still  undetermined,  as  to  which  of  the  printers,  is 
CSDiitled  to  ihis  priming. 

.  I  think  this  fact,  together  with  the  trouble  in 
relation  to  the  census  coptpendiuin,  shows  that 
thtre.is  creat  necessity  for  a  modification,  of  the 
existing  law;  but  I  thmk  we  ou^ht  to  make  the 
needful  alterations  witliout  entiiiling,  as  A.stanu- 
ing  expense  upon  the  country,  the  ooiount.which 
the  statistics  here  shoMr.  will  nscemariJy  reault 
from  this  provision. 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  I  arn  not  aware  that  there baf 
been.any  dtiewery  or.nuin|igenieat  ia  any  j)uar- 
ter  to  bestow  work  upon  this  or  that-  printer. 
Neither  the  printer  of  Ihis  body  xiot  of  the,  Housf 
has  opened  his  mouth  to  me  io  reference  to  the 
public  priming,  so  for  as  i  remember.  I  may  have 
neerd  the  subject  menlioned.by  outsiders,  or  gen- 
tlemen who  may  have  had  connection  with  the 
niatter,  titongh  I  am  not  conseip^a  ofih^t;  but,  so 
far  as  the  printers  are  concerned,  1  can  say  that 
neither,  of  them  has  spproctched  me  uponjlhe  sub: 
jecl.  But  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  asa^nem- 
wrjif  the  PriatiDg  Committee,  I  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  there  should  be  some 
change  iu  the  law,  by  which  the'commiltee  sbouid 
be  relieved  from  the  anBoyances  under  whicb 
they  now  labor,  laskaeain,  cannot  thisbedone 
without  safldling  upon  the  Treasury  the  annual 
expense  which  the  amendment  will  involve.' 

I  yv.ill  not  undertake  to  state  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  printing  which  has  been  bestowed  on 
the  printer  of  each  branch.  I  am  not  sufficiently 
informed  in  regard  lo  that,  for  I  have  not  been  on 
thecommiltee  foragreat,  length  of  time.  The  pres- 
ent law,  and  the  machinery  under  it,  went  into 
existence  before  I  had  the  bonor  of  a.seat  on  this 
floor,  and  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  it. 
But  there  is  a  contest  pending  before  ouricominif' 
tee  which  is  undecided,  oa  to  which  printer  jsen- 
tilled  to  two  of  the  largest  jobs  ordered  tobe  printed 
at  this  session.  One  is  the  agricultural  portion  of 
the  Patent  Office  Report,  e,nd  the  other  the  Census 
Compendium,  of  which  fifty  thousand  copies  hare 
been  ordered.  These  officers  may  appeal  to  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  If  gentlemen  occupying 
the  highest  departments  are  to  escape  UDScathe4 
■fcon.ui  ^ffSffooou,  in  this  tt^UWfj  mIc,  hoff  off 
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lenllemrn  composing  the  commilleeto  escnpe  un- 
touched from  ine  Ruapirions  and  apprehension  of 
thoBe  who  feel  so  intensely  upon  the  subject,  as  the 
respective  printers  nnttirnlly  do  r 

These  are  the  reasons  which  prompted  me  to 
■ay  a  few  words  to  the  Sennie  before,  and  they  are 
reasons  which,  I  think,  should  appeal  to  the  reflec- 
tion of  every  Senator  on  this  floor.  We  say  to 
you,  that  the  execution  of  the  law  is  surrounded 
with  difficulties,  that  these  difficulties  are  met  at 
every  point,  and  of  course  the  larger  a  job,  the 
more  anxiety  and  the  fiercer  contest  there  is  for 
the  printing.  Well,  sir,  aa  this  body  has,  in  its 
own  wisdom,  seen  (St  to  select  a  printer,  I  am  the 
last  man,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  take  advant- 
a^e  of  any  discretion  which  may  be  delegated  to 
me  by  the  law  to  withhold  from  the  primer  of  this 
body  his  legitimate  rights.  According  to  my  un- 
derstanding of  the  law,  and  according  to  what  is 
fair  and  riglil,  I  intend  to  give  that  officer  his  due, 
but  there  are  complicated  and  difficult  questions 
connected  with  the  subject  which  embarrass  the 
committee,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  the  law 
ia  modified  in  some  form.  Still,  1  cannot  consent 
to  this  amendment,  which  will  incur  such  an  ad- 
ditional expense.  I  know  the  great  weight  of  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Mnrvland  has  been 
aa  to  the  amount  of  expense;  and  I  have  heard  it 
eaid  on  this  floor,  that  the  Treasury  is  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  robust  patient,  needing  depletion.  I 
venture  to  say,  that  if  the  various  jobs  which  I  see 
carving  out  shall  be  carried  through,  before  the 
close  of  the  session  the  patient  will  require  tonic 
medicines  and  repletion,  instead  of  depletion.  It 
may  be  said  that  this  is  a  small  matter;  but,  sir, 
when  a  proposition  is  made  which  draws  money 
unnecessarily  iVom  the  Treasury,!  think  it  is  my 
duty,  not  only  to  raise  my  voice  against  it,  but  to 
shield  the  Treasury  in  every  form  I  can. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Alabama,  has,  I  think,  furnished  the  most  con- 
clusive reason  for  the  immediate  adoption  of  the 
amendment  which  I  have  proposed. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  No,  sir  ;  I  say  I  am  in 
favor  of  modifying  the  law,  but  without  increas- 
ing the  expense,  as  will  be  done  by  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  did  not  eav  what  the  Sena- 
tor's argument  was,  but  what  he  proved.  The 
Senator  told  us  that,  aa  the  law  now  stands,  two 
of  the  largest  jobs  of  printing,  as  he  calls  them, 
have  been  ordered,  and  the  Cominiltee  on  Print- 
ing are  totally  unable  to  decide  to  which  of  the 
printers  their  printing  belongs.  As  we  used  to 
nay  in  college,  they  are  "graveled,  "  and  cannot 
come  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  No,  sir;  let  me  ex- 
plain. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Senator's  explaining  when  I  get  through,  but 
really  I  have  a  word  to  say  myself. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  One  proposition  was 
stopped  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  give  it  up.  I  yield  the  floor 
to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  intended  simply  to 
say  that  the  proposition  to  print  fifty  thousand 
copies  of  the  Census  Compendium  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and  that  motion 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table.  I  alluded  to  that  as 
a  matter  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  the  Senator  had  wailed  he 
would  have  seen  that  1  was   meeting  the  precise 

f)oint  which  he  made.  He  says,  that  under  the 
aw  as  it  now  stands  you  cannot  tell  who  is 
entitled  to  this  printing. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  No.  sir;  I  did  not  say 
that. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  go  on,  and  he  can  correct  me  when  I  am 
through.  I  am  sure  he  did  state  that  in  regard  to 
gome  printing  of  something,  (I  do  not  care  what 
it  was,)  the  committee  could  not  tell,  under  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  which  printer  was  entitled 
to  it.     Am  I  right  in  that.' 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  there  was  something 
about  which  the  committee  were  ignorant,  and 
could  not  come  to  a  conclusion.  It  was  either 
printing  or  it  was  not  printing.  If  it  was  about 
printing  the  amendment  clearly  meets  the  diffi- 
culty, because,  after  its  adoption  he  that  nms 
may  read,  and  every  one  will  be  able  to  interpret 
the  law  so  as  to  tell  who  shall  do  the  printing  of 


each  House.  If  the  difficulty  was  not  about  the 
distribution  of  printing  I  have  nothing^  to  say  in 
regartl  to  it,  because  I  do  not  see  that  it  concerns 
this  subject. 

Mr.  l^MTZPATRICK.  My  remark  was,  that 
there  were  jobs  which  had  caused  embarrassment 
in  the  committee,  and  which  were  adjourned  and 
unsettled  questions.  I  did  not  say  that  the  com- 
mittee were  unable  to  determine  the  law.  I  pre- 
sume that  when  we  come  to  act  we  shall  interpret 
the  law  as  we  understand  it.  But  there  are  un- 
settled questions  before  the  committee  in  regard 
to  printing,  and  I  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama answer  me  (his:  If  this  amendment  had 
been  the  law  no  difficulty  of  this  sort  could  pos- 
sibly have  existed? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    Of  course  not. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  now  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  take  the  vole. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  suppose  that  inasmuch  as 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  has  spoken  two  or  three 
times  on  the  question  he  will  not  be  in  very  great 
haste  about  taking  the  vote;  but  will  allow  me  to  j 
state  some  two  or  three  reasons  why  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

This  is  not,  perhaps,  the  first  occasion  upon  | 
which  gentlemen  of  good  intentions  have  diflered 
upon  precisely  the  same  ground.  The  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  when  he  introduced  this 
proposition,  said  that  he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  an  undignified  contest  with  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  is  the  beat 
means  which  could  possibly  be  introduced  to  fur- 
ther that  contest,  and  to  further  it  upon  this  very 
bill.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance wants  to  pass  this  bill  in  season  through  this 
Congress,  the  best  thing  he  can  do  is,  if  possible, 
to  prevent  this  amendment  from  being  attached 
to  it.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  argument,  if  there 
is  ony  such  fact  as  Senators  seem  to  suppose,  if 
there  is  a  contest  between  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress growing  outof  this  subject,  lask  what  pros-, 
pect  is  there  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  yield  their  side  of  it,'  Sir,  it  is  intimated  here 
that  officers  in  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
connected  with  one  side  of  this  question;  that  they 
have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  public  printing. 
If  they  have  they  will  certainly  not  yield  on  this 
point. 

Mr.  WELLER.     Who  intimated  that.' 

Mr.  STUART.  I  really  cannot  undertake  to 
say  who  did  it;  but  it  has  been  done.  Now  let  us 
see  whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  success  in 
that  branch  of  ihe  argument.  I  will  undertake  to 
show  that  there  is  just  as  little  validity  in  the  ar- 
gument which  is  used  in  respect  to  this  amend- 
ment in  another  quarter.  It  is  said  that  the  Sen- 
ate having  elected  a  printer  are  bound  to  see  that 
he  is  paid.  How  did  it  ever  happen  that  the  Sen- 
ate became  bound,  because  they  elected  a  printer, 
to  see  that  he  was  paid,  and  was  not  compelled  to 
fail  ?  I  aak  Senators  to  reflect  upon  that  argument 
for  a  moment;  when  did  the  Senate  ever  assume 
that  obligation? 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  Ihe  Senator  from 
Michigan  is  mistaken.  He  does  not  state  the  ar- 
gument correctly.  We  have  assumed  the  ground 
that  when  we  elect  a  printer  we  are  under  an  obli- 
gation to  give  him  the  printing  of  whatever  docu- 
ments we  may  choose  to  order,  and  not  leave  it 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent  or  any- 
body else  to  decide  whether  he  or  the  printer  to 
Ihe  other  House  shall  get  the  printing  which  we 
order. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  in  a  few  words,  if  he  will 
look  at  this  matter  fairly,  that  his  present  state- 
ment of  the  proposition  is  as  much  without  found- 
ation as  the  one  which  I  stated.  We  elect  a 
printer  under  this  law  of  Congress,  and  before  he 
accepts  that  election  he  knows  what  is  the  law, 
for  he  is  bound  to  know  it.  He  knows,  too,  that 
the  seventh  section,  which  is  now  proposed  to  be 
repealed,  stands  in  the  law.     It  was  flni  there  for 

Furposes  of  economy,  and  for  sound  economy, 
t  is  a  portion  of  that  law  to  which  his  election 
and  office  are  subject.  And  I  say,  that  the  fact 
of  our  having  elected  a  separate  printer  from  the 
House  furnishes  no  reason  for  changing  the  law. 
Sir,  this  case  stands,  so  far  as  this  amendment 
ia  concerned,  upon  precisely  the  same  ground,  in 
point  of  principle,  that  it  would  stand  if  it  were  a 


proposition  to  pny  '''.*Pnnier  to  the  Senate  $15,000 
more  than  the  la  w  g'lvex  him. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     That  is  it. 

Mr.  SrUART.  Thai,  in  point  of  principle,  ia 
exactly  theelfect  of  it.  We  may  talk  round  about 
the  question  us  we  like,  but  that  is  the  naked  pro|>- 
osition  as  it  stands  before  the  Senate.  It  is,  that, 
according  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  law  of 
1833,  as  it  stands,  this  printer  dors  not  get  as 
much  as  he  ought  to  get,  and  now  it  is  proposed 
to  repeal  that  section  of  the  law  at  an  additioital 
cost  to  the  Government  of  §I5,(HJ0  per  Congress; 
and  it  is  giving  that  amount  to  the  Senate  printer 
in  order  to  sustain  him. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  but  that  it 
may  be  somewhat  wrong  to  oppose  this  propnw* 
lion;  but  I  should  like  to  know  of  the  Senate  iC 
the  evil  Complained  of  does  not  lie  at  our  own 
door?  Was  there  any  necessity  fur  the  Sen- 
ate electing  a  separate  printer  from  the  House? 
Did  this  act  contemplate  anything  except  Ihisc 
that,  in  the  political  mutations  of  the  country^  it 
might  happen  that  the  political  character  of  the 
Senate  would  be  one  way,  and  the  political  char- 
acierof  the  House  the  other  way;  and  thai,  in  thnt 
event,  each  House  should  elect  its  own  printers, 
anil  that  those  printers  should  be  iliflerent  men  ? 
That  is  the  reason  why  this  provision  in  the  la«r 
exists;  and  I  apprehend  it  is  the  only  reason.  I 
hope  no  Senator  will  understand  myass:oing  bnrlt 
to  review  the  election  of  a  printer  for  the  Senate, 
or  to  soy  aught  for  or  against  it.  I  do  not  mean 
to  touch  that  subject  nt  all;  but  I  mean  to  say  that 
whatever  evil  has  grown  out  of  ihe  execution  of 
this  law,  which  ia  a  sound  law  in  point  of  econ- 
otny,  is  attributable  to  the  action  of  the  Senate  in 
electing  a  printer.  It  might  have  been  avoided, 
and  it  can  always  be  avoided. 

Sir,  is  not  the  law  a  sound  one?  Is  not  the  very 
section  which  is  now  sought  to  be  repealed  one 
of  the  soundest,  in  point  of  economy,  that  was 
ever  introduced  into  any  law?  It  is,  that  in  the 
event  of  there  being  a  separate  printer  for  each 
House  of  Congress,  when  each  House  shall  order 
a  given  document  to  be  printed,  the  printer  of  the 
House  by  which  the  document  is  first  ordered  to 
be  printed  shall  print  it;  so  as  to  save  the  addi- 
tional expense  of  its  recnmposilion.  Is  it  not 
sound?  In  other  words,  the  question  now  is, 
shall  the  public  Treasury  of  the  United  States  be 
subjected  to  this  additional  expense  (or  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  an  "organ,"  for  that  is  about 
all  there  is  of  it? 

I  have  been  unable  to  see  much  reason  in  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland;  and  I 
say  so  with  all  respect  to  hiin.  He  .<iays,  the 
fact  that  this  will  involve  an  additional  expense 
of  $15,000  furnishes  to  his  mind  no  objection  to 
voting  for  the  amendment.  I  think  the  argument 
would  be  equally  sound,  and  unquestionably  would 
be  adopted  by  the  Senator  with  equal  abiliiy,  if 
the  amount  were  $3(1,000.  It  means  this,  and 
only  this;  and  this  is  all  the  argument  which  is  to 
be  mode  here  to-day,  as  I  have  been  able  to  un- 
derstand it:  that  the  Senate  having  elected  n. 
printer,  they  mean,  so  far  as  their  action  is  con- 
cerned, to  sustain  him  at  one  rate  or  another.  I 
intend  to  treat  him  just  as  I  would  treat  any  gen- 
tleman in  the  office — I  mean  to  give  him  the  benefits 
of  the  law  under  which  he  is  elected,  but  to  do  no 
more. 

I  said  before  that  it  had  been  stated  there  were 
indecent  scrambles — or  some  such  term  was  used 
— between  the  officers  of  the  Hou-aes,  or  the  re- 
spective printers,  as  to  which  House  should  first 
order  a  document  to  be  printed.  I  preferto  allow 
these  indecent  scrambles  to  remain  entirely  where 
they  are.  They  are  unbecoming  a  member  of 
either  House.  I  am  not  willing  to  believe  that  a 
member  of  either  House  would  lend  himself  to  aid 
them  in  any  degree;  but  if  individual  members 
do,  I  do  not  propose  that  either  House,  as  a  body, 
shall  become  tarnished  with  it.  If  there  is  any- 
thing of  this  sort — and  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny 
it,  for  I  must  confess  that  the  estimate  which  I 
hold  of  either  of  the  "organs"  in  this  city  is  not 
a  very  high  one  by  any  means — but  if  there  is 
anything  of  this  sort  existing,  let  it  stand  where 
it  is.  These  public  printers  are  entitled  to  just  ex- 
actly what  the  law  gives  them;  they  were  elected 
upon  that  basis  and  they  are  not  entitled  to  anything 
more;  at  least  that  ia  my  jtidgment.  I  have  been 
unable  to  see  why  they  should  be  given  more.  I 
have  been  unable  to  see  why  a  controversy, 
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M  existed  before  in  the  last  Congreas,  at  least  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  sliould  be  renewed 
again. 

The  members  of  the  last  Houseof  Representa- 
tives suffered  a  little  on  account  of  just  such  a 
controrersy  as  this.  It  was  a  long  time  before 
any  printer  could  be  elected  to  the  HnuHS  of  Rep- 
resentatiTes,  and  what  was  the  result?  Why, sir, 
the  documenis  which  that  House  ordered  forit«elf 
have  been  voted  by  tlie  preaent  members  to  them- 
selves. The  order  was  made  at  the  close  of  the 
last  Congress,  The  printing  of  the  documenis 
could  nut  be  completed  until  the  present  Con- 
gress convened,  and  the  gentlemen  composing 
It  determined  that  inasmuui  as  they  had  got  the 
subject  wiihin  their  control  they  would  order  ihe 
Cleric  of  the  House  to  distribute  the  documents 
to  them.  1  do  not  apprehend  a  much  more  suc- 
cessful result  to  this  controversy,  let  it  end  as 
it  may;  and  I  believe  that  it  will  endanger  this 
very  deficiency  bill,  by  a  coniroversy  which  wiU 
be  got  up  between  the  two  Houses,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  delay  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
very.much.  1  fear  it  may  lead  to  certain  results, 
by  way  of  committees  of  conference,  which  are 
seldom  happy  upon  an  appropriation  bill;  for  th« 
experience  of  the  country  will  show,  that  when  a 
cummittee  of  conference  makes  a  report  upon  ap- 
propriations, the  two  Houses,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  and  perhaps  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred,  agree  to  the  report;  and  provisions  are 
put  into  appropriation  bills  in  that  way  which, 
separately,  coulo  not  command  a  majority  of  cither 
House  of  Congress.  All  that  I  wish  to  avoid,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned. 

I  confess  that  from  the  discussion  which  has 
been  bad  in  the  Senate  I  fear  this  proposition 
will  prevail  here.  All  that  I  can  do,  having  stated 
my  reasons  for  opposing  the  amendment,  will  be 
10  vote  against  it.  I  nope,  however,  that  the 
law  will  not  be  changed,  for  I  have  been  unable 
to  see  any  sufficient  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  wish  to  suggest  an-  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  as  it  stands,  for  the  pur- 
Sose  of  meeting  the  difficulty  suggested  by  tht 
enator  from  Maine  with  regard  to  its  operation 
upon  the  printing  already  ordered.  As  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered,  I  cannot  modify  the 
amendment  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
I  therefore  move  toamend  it  so  as  to  strike  out  the 
word  "for,"  and  insert  "which  aiay  hereafter  be 
ordered  by,"  so  that  it  shall  read, "  each  shall  do 
the  printing  whiah  may  hereafter  be  ordered  by 
the  lloaseelaclinghim," 

The  amendmeot  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BADGER,  I  simply  wish  to  make  one 
remark  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 
We  all  know  that  the  printers  are  entitled  under 
this  law  t9  just  what  the  law  gives  them,  and 
nothing  more;  but  I  suppose  that  is  not  a  very 
good  reason  why  we  should  not  alter  the  law  if 
we  find  that  ie  it*  praetieal  operation  it  does  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  PRATT,  Mr,  President,  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Seriate  to  what  I  consider  the 
practical  view  of  this  question.      We. have  a 

Crinter  f9r  the  Senate,  who  is  an  officer  of  this 
ody.  Ifow,  unless  we  have  the  means  of  giving 
him  an  income  from  the  work  which  he  does  for 
us,  sufficient  to  make  it  an  objea  to  him  to  perform 
our  printing,  we  shall  deprive  ourselves  practi- 
cally of  the  privilege  of  electing  that  officer.  My 
friend  from  Virgjaia  said  that  there  was  a  scram- 
ble for  the  public  printing.  My  objection  is  that 
there  is  not  a  aerarabi*  at  all.  If  I  understood 
correctly,  thenenbers  of  the  Joint  Committee  oa 
Printing,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  are  not  over 
friendly  to  the  Senate  printer,  and  if  their  feelings 
were  consulted,  I  apprehend  that  both  my  honor- 
able friends  on  that  committee,  who  have  spoken, 
have  already  indieatcd  by  their  speeches  that 
they  would  prefer  the  printing  logo  to  the  printer 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Will  the  genUeroan 
pardon  me  for  a  moment,  aa  he  alludes  to  me? 
I  do  not  think  my  reniarks  are  sueeeptible  of  the 
interpretation  which  he  gives  them.  I  donotthink 
I  ex  pressed  a  preference  for  either  the  printer  of 
the  Senate  .or  of  the  House,  I  remarked  that  I 
was  friendly  to  both  gentlemen,  and  had  but  a 
limited  acmiaintance  with  each.  1  did-  not  seiy 
whether  I  bad  a  prafereaee  for  one  or  the  other, 
but  I  bare a,TR]r  high x^fai  i»t.  bplh. 


Mr,  PRATT.  .1  infer  that  the  House  b#ve 
appointed  a  committee,  the  members  of  which  are 
desirous  of  giving  all.lhe  patronage  they  can  to 
their  printer.  Without  assuming,  then,  thai  o^ 
friends — the  members  of  ths  ^oint  Committee  on 
Printing,  appointed  by  the  Senate— have  any  pref- 
crencea  at  all,  1  presume  that  those  appointed  by 
the  House  have.  What  is  the  result?  Here  is 
a  joint  committee,  and  ihey  are  to  decide  whether 
this,  that,  or  the  other  document  is  to  be  printed. 
The  House  members  of  that  committee  have  their 
preferences;  they  have  their  desire  to  have  all  the 
patronage  go  to  their  printer.  The  members  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  «f  the  Senate  have  no 
preferences*  The  consequence  is  that  titers  is  a 
scramble  on  the  part  of  ths  House  members  togive 
patronage  to  their  printer,  and  no  scramble  on  the 
part  of  the  commitue  of  (be  Senate  to  give  it  to 
ours.    The  result  in 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  wish  to  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator  

Mr.PRATT.  I  am  now  speaking  upon  a  case 
of  mere  hypothesis,  but  a  hypothesis  which  you 
will  readily  see,  sir,  may  take  place.  I  say,  the 
amendment  of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina 
ought  to  be  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence.  The  case 
^which  I  put  is  one  which  may  occur. 
'  Mr.  HAMLIN.    No,  sir;  it  cannot  occur. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  submit,  contrary  to  (he 
opinion  of  my  friend,  that  it  may  occur.  He 
says  it  cannot  occur.  Why,  sir,  if,  as  I  suppose, 
those  gentlemen  who  are  appointed  members  of 
the  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  are 
desirous  of  giving  the  printing  to  (he  printer  of 
the  House;  and  if,  as  1  assume,  further,  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Maine,  and  his  colleague  on  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  do  not  care 
whether  the  printing  goes  to  the  printer  of  the 
Senate  or  not,  they  can,  by  not  making  their  re- 
port, or  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House 
l>y  hurrying  their  report  forward  before  our  com- 
mittee make  theirs,  can  undoubtedly  give  all  the 
printingjo  the  printer  to  the  House. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  right  in  itself  that,  if  we  appoint 
our  own  officer,  the  work  which  we  order  io  be 
done  should  be  done  by  him,  so  that  he  may  re- 
ceive the  compensation  which  is  legitimately  to  be 
derived  from  that  work.  That  is  all  I  desire  to 
say. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,    I  wish  to  correct  the  Senator 

r[  Maryland  in  one  important  particular.  The 
proviiies  that  all  questions  of^  printing  in  (he 
House  shall  be  decided  by  the  House  committee 
irrespective  of  the  members  from  the  Senate,  and 
all  questions  of  printing  in  the  Senate  are  decided 
by  ine  Senate  committee  irrespective  of  the  House 
committee;  therefore  the  Senate  part  of  the  com- 
mittee have  nothing  whatever  to  do  in  relation  to 
what  is  or  what  is  not  ordered  to  be  printed  in 
the  House-,  nor  have  the  House  commjttee  any- 
thing to  do  in  relation  to  whB(  is  ordered  in  the 
Senate,  We  are  separate  committees  for  that 
purpose;  made  so  by  the  law, 

Mr,  BADGER,  But  Httw  as  to  the  time  of 
making  the  report  for  the  printi  ng? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Pratt]  has  indulged  in  an  argu- 
ment upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
anxious  to  give  the  printing  to  tlie  printer  of  the 
House, 

Mr.  PRATT.    That  may  be.     . 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  And  he  dearribes  my 
honorable  colleague  on  the  committee  (Mr.  Ham- 
um]  and  myself  to  be  perfectly  indifferent  as  to 
what  is  going  on.  1  endeavored  to  correct  the 
gentleman,  and  to  impress  upon  him  that  1  had 
avowed  no  preference  for  either  printers  but,  on 
(he  contrary^  I  said  I  had  a  regard  for  both  those 
gentlemen,  1  did  not  say  whether  I  had  or  had 
not  a  preference  for  either.  I  may  have.a  prefer- 
ence, but  I  deem  it  improper  and,  perhaps,  un- 
called for  here  to  express  it;  though,  iC  it  wers 
necessary  to  do  ao  I  should  do  it.  I  think  the 
argument  in  which  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
htSt  indulged  does  injustice  both  to  tb^  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  mysdf;  (or  ao  far 
as  I  am  .coiicerned,  and  1  bear  ^stim9ny  that  so 
far  as  he  is  concerned,  we  have  endeavored  to  do 
ample  justice  to  the  printer  of  the  Senate  as  well 
as  the  printer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr,  QAMUSTs  I  wish  to  rep) j(  (o  ,*.«i)ggfr- 


lion  «f  ths  ScmUnt  fimm  Nerdi  Carotiaot-vhiah 
did  not  meet  my  ear. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  how  can  you  r^ty  M 
it? 

Mr.  HAMLLN.  It  has  been  ataiad  to  ne  by 
another  Senator  who  did  hear  it.  1  luiderstami 
that  the  Senator  made  a  saggestion  of  this  cbwM 
•eter:  aa  to  the  tisie<  whsu'tbe  reaprwva  comwit* 
tees  reported. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  gire  the  Seaator  what 
I  said:  Creations  of  printing  are  referred  to  iba 
Committee  on  Printing  of  the  two  Houaes.  Under 
the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  the  printer  of  ihs  Hsaisa 
which  first  orders  the  printing  gets  the  wbola 
printing  of  a  decunsent.  It  is,  therefore,  rtrf 
manifest,  that  as  the  queatieq  who  is  to  ds  w 
work  depends  upon  waieh  House  first  ordera  Iha 
work  to  badone,andastbequestion  whioh  HolMe 
will  first  order  the  work  to  be  done  depends  mo- 
leriaHy  upon  the  Cooimittee  on  Pi  intingef  which 
House  first  makea  the  report,  and  upon  its  being 
made,  of  course  by  the  mode  of  making  the'  re-> 
ports  and  the  time  of  making  them,  the  public 
printing  may  be  throvm  altogether  into  the  nands 
of  one  printer,  and  out  of  the  bands  of  (be  other. 
That  is  what  I  meant  to  say. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  Ths  Senator  is  altogether 
mistaken. 

Mr,  BADGER.  It  has  been  done  in  the  in- 
stance cited  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Senator  is  mistaken 
entirely.  In  relation  to  the  ordinary  printing  of 
documents,  all  questions  of  printing  dot^ments 
ordered  in  the  Senate  go  to  (he  SeaaM  coouaitls*. 
The  House  members  of  the  commiltee  basar 
nothing  to  do  wi(h  tbem.  They  do  not  meet  us; 
(hey  do  noi  know  the  fact  that  such  questions  are 
referred  to  us.  When  printing  is  ordered  ift  the 
House  and  extra- numbers  ore  asked  for  thsprop- 
oeiti«ogoesto(b«Ho«»s«oaimitlce,and  welcnoir 
nothing  of  it.  When  a  r«aol«tion  from  either 
branch  of  Congress  is  referred  to  that  oooMaiUe* 
for  its  joint  action,  then  it  would  deaend  tipon  tha 
report  of  the  committee.  Before  the  question  of 
pnnu'ng  is  referred  in  the  Senate  to  the  SaaoM 
coounittee,  or  in  the  Houss  to  (he  House  confi- 
mitlee,  ihe  printing  is  ordered,  and  it  is  only  tb« 
question  of  printing  extra  numbata  that  goes  to 
the  oooasittee,  and  tberafore  they  only  report 
b(u>k,in  seeorate  committees,  as  to  the  extra, 
numbcra.  The  H<»ise  having  ordered  the  print" 
in§b  tbe  queettan  of  extra  numbers  goes  to  (b« 
ooramituee  of  tliat  House.  Theire  is  no  case,  (here- 
feie,  except  whcn.a  resalation  goes  to  the  oom- 
mittee  directing  them  to  have  a  work  prepared, 
where  the  chnracter  of  the  printing  is  determined 
by  their  report.  That  has  anly  besii  in  ene  case 
at  this  session,  and  that  report  was  isode  to  tha 
House  of  Esprssentaiives  where  the  order  had  ita 
origin. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeaa  ondnoys  vpoa 
thaamendment of  Mr.  Baoosh  as  ameMed, re- 
sulted— yeas  S4,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Maesi*.  Ailea,  Atehboii,  Biidter,  B^ard,  Bieil- 
bead.  Brown,  Butler,  Cloyaio,  Dourlta,  Evemi,  PWi, 
FootiGeyvr,  Hunter,  Maaon,  Murlon,  Pearce,  Pctlil,  Praitl 
Riitk,  8aniBer,Tbani|Mon  orKenlaekTiWener,  and  Wright 
—04. 

NAYS— Mnn,  Bell,  Dndfe  of  WIeeoasiB,  Ooim  •( 
lawn,  FeMenden,  FitzpatriL-k,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Jonee  of 
Invra,  Korris,  Slldell,  Stuart,  Wade,  snd  Williams— 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  1  desire  to 
oflir  the  following  amendment,  as  an  additional 
section  to  this  bill: 

Sec Jfnd  be  it  further  ennetei,  That  (in  cDstom- 

hotinea,  end  lo  eofaplMs  Mn  issie,  tbe  finiowlni  sums  be, 
and  lliejr  are  hereby,  appmrriated : 

For  th«  purpose  oT  compleUng  tbe  costomlHiasa  at  BU 
Louis,  Mistouii,  •10((,000. 

To  complete  Oie  custom-house  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 
«S5,0M. 

To  complete  Ihe  eastam-boase  at  Oiactaaaii,  Ohio, 
940,000. 

To  complete  tbe  custom- bouse  al  Louisville,  Kentucky, 

4H«,ooo. 

To  complete  tte  eastnm^hoass  at  Baaier,  Maine, 
8SI0,000. 

Til  complele  Ihe  custom-house  at  Botb,  Maine,  99n,on(), 

To  complete  tbe  custom  house  at  Wilmfiigton,  Delaware, 
919,000. 

For  the  poMhoae  of  a  site  (br  i  cnstom-liosse  si  ttml- 
dsoce,  Rtaode  Islasrt,  «34,U00. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  Seaator  if 
these  are  cetimated  for  by  the  Departiaent  ? 
_^r.  THOMPSON,  o(  Kentueky,  Yea,  air. 
OiPpuaing  that  I  inaigbt  pi»bably  bare  to  offer 
stub  aa.  ameadnsant,  and  that  I  might  be  cut  off 
by  the  prorioiaik  af  ^a  rala  «OiWkiHi  th».a— nn» 
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[liaa  referred,  I  hav*  placed  the  amonnta  in  exact   | 
[  cnnformiiy  with  the  estimates,  except  that  for  the 
I  Wilmington  cuslom-hoose.    The  printed  estimate 

for  that  i«  f20,000,  but  the  Secretary  of  the 
[Trenstiry  hag  aince  Rent  in  a  lettir  to  the  Com- 
I  iniiteeolWaysand  Means  of  the  House,  reducing 
I  that  (stimnte  to  $12,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     Then  I  onderitand  that  a 
^portion  is  not  estimated  for. 

■  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  No,Bir;all 
[these  works  are  rstimaled  for  by  the  Department. 
{Although  I  remarked  jocularly  last  evening  that 
tperhHpsihiu  amendment  would  occupy  three  or 
I  lour  hours,  I  have  to  say  that  instead  of  that, 
[thirty  minutes,  or  even  less,  will  be  sufficient  for 
I ln>  i(f  present  my  views  of  the  question,  and  to 

present  the  whole  case  to  the  Senate. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  he  sub- 
Pmitted  his  annual  estimates,  included  these  items; 
lifer  by  reference  to  Executive  documentor  the 
I  House,  No.  2,  page  3,  you  will  find  thai  he  rec- 
^Ammended  the  following  appropriations: 

f*Custam-Houset. 
"To  complete  llie  cuslanibouae  at  Si.  I.auii,  Missouri, 
liion.nno. 

[     *-  To  complete  itte  custom-liouse  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 
(,f«5,0W. 

I     **'ro  complete  the  custom-lum^e  at  CincinaaU,  Ohio, 
[  940.IMIU. 

)     "  To  complete  the  ciutom-house  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
r^n.omi. 
I  '  **'J'o    comptelfl  the    custom-house  at   Ranijar,    Maine, 

'•<  To   completing  Ibo  custom-bouse   at  Hath,  Maine, 

OfiOU. 

*To  complete  the  cnstom-house  at  Wilmington,  Dela- 
r»«re,.t*i,OoO- 

I      '-To  pureiiRxe  a  site  (br  cu&tom-bouse  at  Providence, 
f  tliodc  Ivlaiid,  $a4,UUU." 

These  amounts  are  exactly  those  which  I  have 
fixed  in  my  amendment,  except  as  to  the  Wil- 
mington custom  house,  the  estimate  for  which  the 
Secretary  has  since  reduced. 

Before  I  proceed  to  speak  particularly  upon  this 
snendment,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  preliminary 
tikbservations.  My  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
[joNEs]  the  other  day  seemed  to  think  estimates 
I  were  sometimes  made  for  the  purpose  of  subserv- 
thig  the  cause  of  demngogism   in  an  opproaching 

J  residential    election;   but   that   objection  cannot 
pply  at  all  so  far  as  this  estimate  is  concerned. 
Jit  can  have  no  application  to  the  present  Secretary 
J  of  the  Treasury,  becjiuse  the  first  estimate  which 
Ike  has  ever  submitted  upon  the  subject  is  that 
fhich  is  now  before  us.     It  Is  presented  by  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Administrotion    in  power. 
That  Administration  is  backed  by  n  majority  in 
I  fills  and  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 
I :   I  have  submitted  this  amendment  for  the  pur- 
Ipose  of  completing  works  which  have  been  here- 
ifofore  begun,  but  which  are  incomplete  and  cannot 
Tbe  finished.     The  very  argument  which  thehonor- 
Itble  Senator  from  Marylond  [Mr.  Pratt]  used 
I  yesterday,  to  Induce  us  to  adopt  his  amendment  in 
(relation  to  the  aqueduct  and  the  supply  of  water 
Ifor  this  city,  applies  with  equal  force  to  these  ap- 
[■ropriations.      These  custom-hou."ies    have  been 
|fommenced,and  have  been  commenced  by  Admin- 
fistralions  preceding  this.     On  account  of  an  in- 
[^ease  in  the  cost  of  materials, and  from  unforeseen 
cfasualilies,  rendering  it  impossible  that  the  whole 
[Cost  of  these  works  could  be  foreseen,  these  appro- 
Inriations   are   now   requisite.      The   appropriate 
■fficer   to   aacertain  that  fact  now  in  power  has 
(commended    that  this   should    be  done.      The 
t*inendment  is  to  provide  for  a  deficiency  which 
I  |iaa  occurred  from  an  under  estimate,  if  1  may  ao 
I  (ay,  of' a  Whig  Administration — the  one  which 
preceded  this. 

I      The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  man 

I  irith  whom  1  would  venture  to  trust  ony  question 

I  to  the  expenditure  of  money.     Whatever  may 

be  said  of  him  otherwise, anl  however  I  may  dif- 

ler  from  him  in  politics,  I  venture  to  say,  that  if 

irou  take  his  history  as  a  politician  in  the  State  of 

Kentucky,  if  you  take  his  course  in  the  Legisla- 

iire  of  that  Slate  in  relation  to  our  State  finances. 

Find  if  you  take  his  administration  of  the  financial 

lafTairs  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  or  take  even  his 

pown  personal  financial  management  of  his  own 

Concerns,  he  is  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  be 

lavisli,  profligate,  and  imprudent;  and  if  I  could 

ever  trust  a  man  in  reference  to  safety,  propriety, 

and  economy  iniheexpenditureof  money,I  would 

trust  him,  though  I  differ  from  him  polilically. 

He  bai  eslimated  for  these  works. 


Well,  sir,  the  House  of  Uepresenlalives  it 
seems,  after  these  estimaies  were  submitted  to 
them,  refused  to  allow  them.  I  contend  that  it 
Is  necessary  and  proper  that  these  appropriations 
should  be  made.  They  are  intended  to  complete 
works  which  are  now  in  progress.  This  is  the 
beginning  of  the  working  season,  and  unless  you 
make  the  appropriations  now  the  works  which 
have  been  commenced  will  be  subject  to  expo- 
sure and  to  dilapidation,  and  it  may  cost  more 
ultimately  to  finish  them,  than  it  will  cost  if  this 
be  done  now.  If  you  do  not  commence  at  the 
proper  season  to  go  on  with  the  works,  and  if 
you  compel  the  officers  to  wait  until  the  passage 
of  the  general  appropriation  bills,  (<fbich  I  sup- 
pose will  be  some  time  in  next  September  or  Oc- 
tober, if  they  ever  pass  at  all,)  the  entire  working 
season  will  be  lost.  The  Senator  at  the  head  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  may  then  say  to  us, 
you  must  delay  this  matter  longer,  for  you  can- 
not commence  the  work  in  the  winter,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  appropriaiions  should  not 
be  deferred  until  next  season.  This  is  the  argu- 
ment wiih  which  we  moy  be  met,  if  we  do  not 
insist  upon  these  appropriations  being  made  now. 
I  hope  we  shall  insert  the  appropriaiions  now. 
This  is  the  proper  time  and  the  proper  place. 

I  know  it  is  bruited  about  and  said,  by  adopting 
this  amendment  we  shall  be  weighine  the  bill 
down.  How  weighing  it  down?  What  have 
you  put  on  it  alreaiiy .'  You  inserted  yesterday 
a  statute  of  frauds  and  perjuries  against  invalid 
pensioners,  a  thing  not  at  all  germane  to  It,  and 
which  I  think  really  oueht  to  have  been  ruled  out 
of  order.  That  is  o  proposition  which  I  venture 
to  say  would  not  have  been  entertained  twenty 
years  ago;  for  I  was  told  by  a  distinguished 
Democrat  this  morning  that  twenty  years  ago 
such  a  thing  as  a  statute  of  frauds  and  perjuries 
against  invalid  pensioners  would  have  been 
laughed  out  of  Congress  if  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment to  an  appropriation  bill.  You  put  on  that. 
You  not  only  put  on  that  proposition  but  you 
inserted  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  aqueduct,  and  for  bringing  water 
into  this  city;  and  these  $500,000  were  appropri- 
ated as  a  sort  of  deficiency  to  $100,000  heretofore 
appropriated  for  that  purpose.  That  was  upon 
an  estimate  that  the  work  would  cost  altogether 
^,300,000  to  Ihe  Governnieni,  without  any  cor- 
porate assistance  from  this  city,  for  which  we  are 
to  bring  in  water.  I  suppose,  however,  that,  like 
the  construction  of  most  public  works,  public 
vessels,  and  other  things  undertaken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  cn.st  will  eventually  fall  not  much 
short  of  $10,000,000.  At  any  rate  you  put  on 
that  proposition;  yet  now  objection  is  made  when 
I  propose  to  appropriaie  $100,000,  which  is  a  real 
deficiency,  to  complete  ihe  customhouse  at  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  where  my  friend  from  Missouri, 
who  sits  beside  me  [Mr.  Geykr]  lives.  Afler 
the  extravagant  items  to  which  I  have  referred 
have  been  tacked  to  the  bill,  you  say  you  will  not 
appropriate  that  sum  to  complete  the  custom- 
house at  that  important  point,  now,  in  the  work- 
ing season,  when  it  is  necessary  that  the  afipro- 
prlatlon  should  be  made  immediately.  Although 
you  know  what  vast  commerce  is  concentrated  at 
that  city,  and  although  you  know  that  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans 
all  the  Slates  in  that  valley  are  interested  in  such 
an  accommodation  for  the  transaction  of  their 
commercial  business,  you  come  and  say  that  these 
people  shall  not  have  such  an  appropriation,  that 
they  are  not  entitled  to  it. 

It  is  not  only  proposed  to  reject  these  custom- 
house appropriations  for  the  large  cities  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  but  they  are  olijecled 
to  when  jiroposed  for  Providence.  Rhode  Island, 
and  for  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Tho.se  cities  ore 
in  small  States.  The  "Blue  Hen's  chickens," 
and  little  chicks  of  that  sort,  are  never  to  get  o 
crumb  or  to  pick  up  anything;  but  still  you  can 
appropriate  your  two  and  three  millions  for  bring- 
ing water  into  this  city;  and  you  can  vote  away 
two  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  alternate 
sections  for  roilroads.  Siill  you  cannot  complete 
custom-houses  which  have  been  commenced  at 
St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Wilmington, 
Bangor,  and  other  places  where  they  are  necessary 
for  the  convenient  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  Government,  and  to  enable  the  citizens  to  get 
out  iheir  clearances  and  manifests  without  delay. 
Although  the  commerce  of  the  txmntry  is  largely 


interested  in  having  proper  accommodations,  you 
cannot  make  them  these  little  appropriations,  not 
amounting  to  as  much  as  you  have  alresdy  voted, 
as  a  mere  mile,  to  bring  water  into  the  city  of 
Washington!     Is  this  just.'     Is  it  fair.' 

Mr.  President,  I  have  such  a  cold  that  I  speak 
to-day  with  great  difficulty;  but  there  are  some 
other  matters  to  which  I  wish  to  allude.  Hire 
aits  the  Senator  frtim  Maine  [Mr.  Fes.iekpi  s] 
before  me.  I  know  he  desires  to  introduce  an 
amendment  for  the  very  necessary  purpose  of  re- 
building the  custom-house  at  Portlond,  which  has 
been  burned  down.  I  shall  voteforan  appropriation 
to  rebuild  that  custom-house  whether  I  fail  in  my 

Eurpose  or  not;  or  whether  it  be  tacked  to  mine 
y  way  of  an  amendment  or  not.  I  believe,  also, 
that  the  Senators  from  California  are  entitled  to, 
and  ought  to  have, an  appropriation  for  the cuy  "in - 
house  nt  San  Francisco.  I  have  not,  howrv.  r, 
included  these,  as  I  have  preferred  to  present  the 
amendment  for  precisely  such  works  as  have  been 
estimated  for  by  the  Department  itself,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  as  deficiencies.  Do  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  intend 
to  abandon  the  Administration  .'  Has  the  Admin- 
istration made  these  estimates  to  humbug  Bun- 
combe >  Have  these  estimates  been  made  in  order 
to  tell  the  people  of  St.  Louis  and  Louisville,  "  we 
will  fool  you;  we  will  cheat  you,  by  an  exhibit 
of  a  purpose,  but  as  to  the  cjish  you  are  not  to 
have  a  dollar?"  I  want  to  know  if  this  is  to  be 
done  when  you  are  voting  away  millions  for  rail- 
roads. In  the  shape  of  public  lands? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  will  vote  against  yonr 
amendment  if  you  do  not  let  the  railroads  alone. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  I  suppose 
I  shall  get  votes  enough  against  me,  in  all  proba- 
bility, to  kill  my  proposiiion  anyhow,  for  there 
seems  to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  somegenllemen 
to  vole  it  down.  But,  sir,  look  at  the  points  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  for  which  I  propose 
these  appropriations.  Look  at  St.  Louis.  Look 
at  the  vast  commerce  which  centers  there  from 
Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  up  to 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin.  Look  at  the  vast  region 
interested  in  the  appropriation  for  the  Louisville 
custom-house.  Then  look  to  the  disastrous 
calamities  to  life  and  properly  which  are  daily 
and  almost  hourly  occurring  to  the  people  of  thai 
great  region,  because  you  do  not  improve  ihe 
navigation  of  their  great  streams.  Siiil,  when 
they  ask  this  poor  boon,  that  you  should  com- 
plete a  custom-house  which  you  have  commenced, 
as  a  convenience  to  their  merchants  and  to  their 
boatmen,  to  ease  them  in  their  shipments,  will 
the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Jokes,]  oppose 
it?  I  think  not.  He  was  born  in  Indiana,  and 
raised  in  Kentucky,  and  he  cannot,  I  am  sure, 
vote  against  this  proposition.  But  further,  1  lell 
you  now,  and  I  shall  do  so  more  folly  at  another 
time,  when  you  lavish  your  money  upon  other 
portions  of  the  Union,  and  all  over  the  country 
except  there,  the  people  of  that  section  will  feel 
that  if  you  reject  this  little  boon  they  are  regarded 
like  an  ouislde  barbarian  was,  when  brought  into 
a  Roman  arena,  and  their  inieresis  are  to  be 
slaughtered,  as  ihose  gladiators  were,  for  the 
amusement  of  others  who  controlled  them. 

The  men  living  along  the  Kentucky,  the  Wa- 
bash, the  Tennessee,  the  Red  river,  and  the  Ar- 
kansas river  want  the  snags  removed  from  those 
great  channels  of  commerce.  They  want  conve- 
niences for  doing  the  business  which  they  have  to 
transact  at  the  custom  houses  of  the  country. 
You  have  lavished  your  millions  everywhere  else; 
and  yet,  when  we  ask  for  these  appropriations, 
the  public  policy  and  the  public  propriety  of  I'lieiii 
are  regarded  as  entitled  to  no  consideration,  and 
no  weight.  Is  this  to  be  said  at  a  time  when  the 
party  in  power  in  this  House,  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  has  a  large,  predominant, 
overruling  majority,  sufficient  lo  carry  this  appro- 
priation if  they  will?  Will  they  not  do  it  upon 
the  recommendation  of  their  own  Adminislraiion? 
1  think  you  have  got  an  honest,  sensible  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  I  think  rather  cleverly  of 
your  President.  You  are  in  power  here.  Vou 
can  overrule  us.  I  am  willing  to  vole  for  the  .-us- 
tom-houses  thot  are  necessary  in  California,  in 
Maine,  and  in  Delaware.  I  ask  gen'lemeri  if, 
with  th^r  predominant  party  strength  in  both 
Houses,  they  will  endanger  the  bill  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  by  attaching  to  it  the  esti- 
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prthtir  own  Adminisirntion?    I  think  there 
Dger  of  the  bill  being  lost  in  the  other 

that,  hypothetically,  and  by  way  of 
J^  may  allude  to  that  House.  A  fourth 
"las  now  gone  by,  and  suppose  the 
preventatives  should  continue,  a!<  they 
not  because  they  are  ambitious 
.  'Tcannot  find  game  high  enough 
faiu-vh  at;  but  suppose  they  consume  the 
Hhef  two  thirds  of  the  year,  from  considerations 
'  '•' 'v  rtcil  the  force  of  patriotism,  in  an- 
iiiade  in  this  wing  of  the  Capi- 
,ti  that  you  will  get  any  general 
imssed?     If  you  cannot  lack  on 
■ns  to  this  bill,  for  which  they 
1,  MOW  are  you  to  get  them  into  a 
■  I  they  were  not  estimated,  and   for 
were  not  recommended?     Not  only 
I  i  presume,  as  has  been   the   habit  of 
irmer  Congresses,  this  House  has  talked 
aa  much  as  they  see  fit  for  economy; 
set  into  a  cnlliaion  with  the  Senate,  as 
■'o.  clever,  young  gentlemen,  they 
vea  to  the  people  by  saying  they 

nis. 

me  that  a  simple,  pure  proposi- 

!te  public  works,  which  will  sufTer  ! 

"  - 1  a  ppropriated  830n ,  onght  to  be 

rticulty.     This  Administration 

'or  these  works;  but  the  Secre- 

ry,  from  mere  economy  and  a 

ly,  has  advised  us  to  make  the 

^  1(1  complete  ihem.      When  he  has 

.3  Strange  and  singular  that  those  on 

'  "  ^'^' ''T  have  to  come  up  and  in- 

r  .  Iiat  is  necessary  for  the 

!'    service,  when  it  might 

;  that  we  would  take  exceptions 

-  by  ihe  Administration.  There 

s  and  occult  reasons  of  Slate 

le  should  reject  it,  but  I  have 

annot  perceive, and  do  not  now 

sutficient  ground  for  it.      You  have 

on  to  the  hill  almost  everything  proposed, 

•  T  not. 

.  ote  for  the  bill  according  to  the 

e  that  much  confidence  in  the 

ihat  I  should  have  voted  for  thede- 
ast  as  it  came  from  the  Department; 
u  you  tack  on   everything  else,  do  not 
the  men  of  St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Wil- 
Baih,  and  CincinnHti.     When  you  have 
.y  collateral  nrovi.^inns,  and  put  in  fifty 
tkins  never  thouglit  of  before,  from  your 
nters  down  to  your  invalid  pensioners, 
»e  us  what  is  fair  and  right  ?    Sir,  allow 
I  conclude,  that   I  do  not  want 
inoihered  to  death  by   various 
.  and  i  do  not  want  it  talked  to 
i  what  I  have  to  say  about  it. 
in  its  inlrir.aie  merits  and  the 
^ihe  OepartmFni,an(l  Ihe  pro- 
ire  itself.     1  hope  the  amend- 
ed. 

Mr.  President,  I  concur  most 
■ell  from  the  Senator's  lips  just 
W  looK  his  seat.  I  would  have  voted  for  the 
just  as  it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
■  I  would  have  preferred  very  much  to 
in  that  way;  but,  in.ismuch  as  ihey 
most  everything,  pertinent  as  well 
is  not  BO,  I  shall  vote  for  the  nmend- 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kcn- 
bill.  And  in  order  that  the  matter 
liriy  presented  to  the  Senate,  I  .shnll  offer 
imenc  to  the  amendment,  including  an 
lion  for  the  custom-house  site  at  Sun 
i  fnr  rebuilding  the  custom-house 
;  the  one  recommended  by  the 
I  other  reported  by  the  coinmit- 

e  turn  named  in  my  amendment  is  that 
is  deemed  proper  on  conferring   with  the  j 

y  "• '"lent. 

en  said  Ihat  this  may  defeat  the 
tr  ,  but,  sir,  the  question  in  the 

be  one  of  a  separate  character — upon 
menis  of  the  Senate,  and  not  upon  the 
I  do  not  design  to  go  into  this  mat- 
,  and  I  shnll   not  do  so.     1  offer  the 
'or  the  California  cuslom-house  be- 
l  warn  connected  with  the  other  proposition 
and  in   regard  to  that  it  con  be  imagined 
I  have  repented  the  explanation  which  was 


given  by  my  friend  from  Virginia  the  other  day. 
In  regard  to  the  cusioin-house  at  Portland,  it  can 
be  imagined  tfiat  I  repeat  what  I  said  in  regard  to 
it  the  oiher  day.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky  by  adding  to 
it  the  following: 

Fnr  t "' 1  M^  of  a  n«^w  Dite  forthe  ciiitinm  liniineln 

I  Sail  l*j  .(100;  and  the  HecretAry<irtll<!  Treasury 

;  iH  lieri  1,  it,  ill  liiti  judeiiiL-iit,  llie  piiblic  itilerei*! 

I  will  lii. .....  i.<-  [....iiioU'd,  to  ii{fply  llitii  .i[i|ir()|iriiili()ii,  and 

.!»  imicli  ai«  may  be  iiecew^iiry  ol'  Ibriiier  a|ipro|iriali(ins,  for 
llie  election  itf  a  eunloin  lioiMe  on  llie  land  re^erveil  for  snii] 
pur|>n«e,  to  llie  pnrchase  of  a  bitildiitc  or  hnildine^,  lor  a 
eUAloii|.|i(>uM!  and  other  pultiic  olliees;  and  llie  >aid  Secre- 
tary ol  llii;  'JVeai-ury  i-*  lieretiy  direoled  lo  lalte  all  Ic^al  pro- 
eee«lings  which  may  he  necep-.-^ary  or  advi-ahle  lo  inaliitain 
and  jiecure  llii!  |>os.->e)(.-ion  and  Illle  ol*  the  United  Hlntet*  lo 
Ihe  lot  heridofore  Kelecled  liir  the  atie  of  a  cu*inin-liotijie. 

For  Ihe  erecliun  rM'  u  cusloin  liuuiw  at  PurUand,  Maine, 
iiicludinj{  rooins  for  die  Uiuled  Stale*  couru,  and  fur  a 
poet  oSice,  $-2.10,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     Mr.  President,  it  is  not  my 

Furpose  10  multiply  words  upon  this  proposition, 
do  not  stand  here  to  dispute  the  propriety  of  in- 
serting in  some  other  bill  appropriations  for  the 
completion  of  these  custom-houses;  but  I  wish  to 
remind  the  Senate  that  these  are  the  identical  ap- 
propriations winch  defeated  the  first  deficiency  bill 
in  the  House  of  Kepreseninlives.  I  wish  lo  say 
to  the  friends  of  this  measure  that  I  believe  they 
will  stand  a  much  better  chance  for  carrying  it  on 
the  general  appropriation  bills,  or  ill  a  separate 
bill,  than  on  this.  I  have  no  idea  that  ihey  can 
carry  it  upon  this  bill,  because  i  believe  that  if 
the  House  do  not  defeat  the  bill  on  account  of  it, 
they  will  reject  the  amendment.  I  think,  there- 
fore, the  whole  effect  of  adding  the  proposition 
willbe  to  get  up  a  contest  between  the  two  Houses, 
in  which  we  shall  have  ultimately  lo  abandon  it, 
because  I  presume  there  are  few  here  who  would 
destroy  the  bill  upon  such  a  ground.  It  will  not 
be  a  new  contest  gotten  up  by  the  House;  for  if 
we  insert  this,  it  will  be  done  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  the  House  havedeterinined,  so 
far  as  their  action  in  concerned,  that  it  shall  not 
go  into  ihis  bill. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  same  reason  would 
apply  to  a  general  approprintion  bill.  Not  at  all. 
We  know  that  in  regard  to  any  deficiency  bill 
many  members  entertain  strong  objections.  I 
think  there  is  to  some  extent  a  prejudice  against 
deficiency  bills.  I  believe  there  are  many  who 
do  not  appreciate  the  necessity  which  may  some- 
times exist  for  bringing  in  such  a  hill.  There  is 
therefore  a  certain  vote  cjist  against  it  from  the 
nature  of  the  iiill  itself.  When  you  come  to  add 
those  who  object  to  it  on  account  of  its  particular 
provisions,  you  endanger  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
But,  sir,  a  general  appropriation  bill  has  never 
failed.  This  bill  has  already  failed  once  in  the 
House,  and  it  was  restored  by  casting  off  the  ap- 
propiiutions  which  are  now  embraced  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I 
think  it  would  be  more  prudent;  i  believe  it 
would  be  belter  for  the  very  purpose  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  in  view — that  of  ob- 
taining some  appropriations  for  custom-houses — 
to  withdraw  his  amendment  now,  and  to  offer  it 
to  some  of  the  general  appropriation  bills.  They 
always  pass,  but  this  bill  may  be  endangered. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hnve  been  very  anxious  since 
this  deficiency  bill  came  from  the  House,  that  we 
should  put  upon  it  nothing  but  what  was  palpa- 
bly necessary.  It  came  with  the  prestige  of  weak- 
ness from  the  other  House;  and  I  was  desirous 
to  load  it  as  little  as  possible.  Therefore,  Mr. 
President,  when  the  amendment  was  proposed, 
naving  reference  to  the  custom-house  at  Snn  Fran- 
cisco, which  was  estimated  for  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  em inenily  proper  and  pressing; 
and  when  the  Finance  Committee,  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  had  offered  it  »s  an  amendment  lo  the 
bill,  and  an  amendment,  which  also  was  eminently 
proper,  was  offered  to  it,  it  was  supposed,  as  I 
thought,  by  the  Finance  Committee  that  it  might 
jeopardize  the  bill  to  put  on  it  even  xuch  proper 
amendments  as  these  for  such  proper  objects,  and 
consequently  I  was  instructed  by  the  committee 
lo  withdraw  the  anieiidmenl,  and  the  amendment 
proposed  lo  it  fell,  as  a  matter  of  course.  I  in- 
tentled  lo  carry  that  principle  out  to  the  end.  I 
did  not  intend  lo  toad  the  bill  down  even  with 
ainendinenls  for  such  propel  objects  as  these,  be- 
cause 1  thought  it  right  lo  put  it  in  such  a  form  as 
that  it  migM  jiass  easily  through  the  other  House 
Willi  what  necessary  amend  ments  we  should  make. 


But,  yesterday,  when  the   proposition  came  for*, 
ward  to  give  8500,00(1  lo  bring  water  into  the  city  . 
of  Washington,  the  chairman  of  our  committe*') 
[Mr.  Hii.>(ter)  gave  way,  and  now  I  am,  for  onej  1 J 
for  putting  on  everything  for  which  there  is  a  ne-r 
cessity.  ^ 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  proposition  was  mad«  ( 
to  put  in  the  water  appropriation.  .  I  voted  for  it.  • 
I  did  so  because  it  was  eslimmed  for  by  the  De-*  i 
pariment;  because  I  had  always  been  in  favor  of  • 
introducing  water  into  the  city;  and  because,  if  t 
the  work  was  to  go  on, it  was  belter  lo  put  itupoirtJ 
this  bill,  and  save  a  year's  work,  than  woit  until  i  T 
the  general  appropriation  bill  came  up.  I  ask  ihe-i 
Senator  if  he  was  not  in  favor  of  the  water  npproi  ' 
priation?  -^ 

Mr.  GWf  N.  I  am  in  favor  of  it  now.  I  slated,  i 
yesterday,  that  I  would  vole  for  it  on  the  general  ■ 
appropriation  bill;  but  I  was  opposed  to  pulling  n] 
it  on  this  bill.    The  Senator,  loo,  in  his  place  here  ' 
voled  for  it;  and  I  now  say,  that  these  appropria-  tl 
lions  are  as  proper  to  be  introduced  into  the  bill  ■ 
as  the  one  for  Ihe  introduction  of  the  water.  I  was 
for  an  appropriation  for  that  object  last  year.     1 
am  for  it  now;  and  I  am  for  these  custom-houses,    ] 
loo. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     The  difference  between  the  «) 
two  is  this:  we  know  that  the  custom-houses  have! 
endangered  the  bill;  we  know  that  Ihey  did  once 
defeat  il.     We  do  not  know  that  the  water  appro-  ^l 
priation  will  defeat  it,  or  ever  has  done  it.      But     J 
the  Senator  from  California  knows  that  I  objected  "'j 
when  it  was  proposed  to  me  in  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  put  it  on  as  an  amendment,  not  because  ['^ 
was  against  it  as  an   appropriation,  but  because  I 
was  afraid  that  it  would  endanger  the  bill;  but 
when  il  was  proposed  in  the  Senate  as  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  not  supposed  lo  he  against  the 
seniimenlof  the  House,  why  should  I  vote  against  ^1 
il,  if  I  was  in  favor  of  the  appropriation.' 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  do  not  go  to  the  House  of  Rep-  ^| 
resentaiives  to  inquire  how  I  ought  to  vote.  I 
know  thai  if  this  water  appropriation  is  pasaed~*5 
through  the  House,  the  custom-house  appropria- 
tions ought  lo  do  ao  also.  That  is  my  opinion. 
This  being  a  deficiency  bill,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  Government  such  a  bill 
having  been  defeated  in  the  other  House,  after  it 
I  was  matured  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
j  owing  lo  the  appropriations  for  these  custom-'  fl 
houses — so  I  am  told,  and  I  presume  truly — it  was 
a  warning  to  the  Senate  lo  put  as  little  as  possible 
upon  il.  The  committee  which  is  responsible  to 
this  body  forthe  recommendation  of  appropriations 
j  look  Ihat  warning,  as  I  thought,  and  although  it 
was  supposed  that  my  State  was  deeply  interested, 
and  even  made  an  exception  to  the  other  States,  in 
these  custom-house  appropriations,  1  acquiesced, 
and  we  withdrew  the  amendment  which  we  had 
offered.  But  now,  sir,  I  undertake  to  soy  that  it 
is  as  important  to  put  in  the  bill  the  appropriations 
for  the  custom-houses  as  il  is  to  vote  J500,000  lo 
bring  waler  into  the  city  of  Washington  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  properly  in  the  city ;  and  so  long 
as  that  amendment  remains  in  the  bill  I  shall  vole 
for  every  estimate  which  is  brought  forward  by 
the  Department — every  one,  and  I  hope  they  will 
every  one  of  them  be  put  in  the  bill.  T  want  it 
distinctly  understood  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
water  apnro|)riBiion.  1  am  perhaps  a  little  more 
so  than  those  who  talk  more  about  it.  I  voted  for 
it  originally.  I  shall  vote  to  put  it  in  another  bill 
hereafker;  but  I  am  not  for  extending  a  favor  to 
this  city  which  is  not  extended  to  the  western  cities, 
for  improvements  which  they  look  upon  as  equally 
important  as  the  introduction  of  water  into  Ihis  city, 
wl^ich,  as  we  all  know,  will  add  immensely  lo  the 
value  of  properly,  in  the  city,  while  the  property 
holders  contribute  nothing  towards  bringing  it  in. 
I  am  willing  to  be  liberal  to  the  city;  but  I  want 
the  liberality  to  look  beyond  the  city;  and  I  do  not 
want  the  bill  loaded  down  with  amendments  of 
such  a  description  as  ihat  water  appropriation  for 
this  city,  while  appmpriations  necessary  for  other 
sections  of  the  country  are  excluded. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  been  anxious — more  anxious 
than  any  other  member  of  the  body,  because  I 
have  a  greater  interest  in  questions  which  are 
coming  uf>,and  more  responsible  than  any  other 
for  them — to  get  this  bill  through,  but  there  have 
been  measures  put  into  it  which  have  made  it  an 
omnibus,  and  which  will  delay  its  final  passage 
for  some  time  to  come;  and  1  think,  as  we  are 
making  an  omnibus  of  it,  it  is  well  enough  to  take 
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»re  of  ihe  western  appropriations  which  are  e»ti- 
nsted  for  liy  the  Depurlment.anii  which  are  right 
proper  in   theniaelves,  so  fur  us  I  know.     I 
hall  vole  for  the  whole  of  ll)em. 
Mr.  PRATT.    If  I  looked  upon  the  question 
as  Tnv  friend  from  California  does,  with  the  view 
which  he  take*  of  Ihe  two   appropriaiionx,  and 
iih  a  desire  to  support  the  appropriations  rec- 
Bnimended    by  the  De|iartment,  I    mi^ht  vote  ns 
he  intends  to  vote.     But  I  submit  to  him  whether 
he  water  appropriation  does  not  differ  from  any 
"  those  winch  he  has  now  spoken  of?     I  sub- 
nit  it  to  his  candor.     We  aie  only  opposed  to 
putting  in  the  bill  the  appropriations  for  the  vari- 
worka  suggested    by    my  friend   from  Ken- 
/,  for  the  reason  that  we  believe  they  would 
asion  the  defeat  of  the  bill  in  the  tIou»e.  Wliy 
we  believe  so?    The  honorable  Senator  from 
iilifornin  anys,  that  if  the  House  defeat  the  bill 
ec«use  of  those  appropriations,  then  the  amend- 
nenl  which  we    adopted  yesterday  ought  also  to 
;  it.     He  also  says,  that  he  does  not  go  to 
he  House  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
•  should  vote  for  this  appropriation  or  that.     I 
pprehend  that  the  Senator   from  Virginia,  who 
Died  for  the  water  appropriation  yesterday,  is  as 
"  :  apt  to  go  there  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Salifurnia.     But,  sir,  there  is  no  necessity  to  go 
here  for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  their  views 
!  in  regard  to  the  class  of  amendments  nlfered 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky.     We  all  know 
hat  when  the  first  deficiency  bill  of  this  session 
ling  in  the  House,  it  contained  the  very  class  of 
Ippropriations  now  proposed  on  the  motion  of  the 
ISenator  from  Kentucky  to  be  put  in  this  bill,  and 
"or  that  reason  it  was  rejected.     The  appropria- 
'nn    proposed    to    be   made  by   the  amendment 
irhich  we  agreed  to  yesterday  was  not  placed  in 
hat   bill.     We  therefore  do  not  know  but  that  it 
may  meet  with  the  concurrence   of  the   House. 
We  know  with  certainty  that    if  you  place  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  in  this 
bill  it    defeats   it.      We  do  not    know    that  the 
amendment  which  weadopied  yesterday  will  have 
that  elTect.     1   submit  therefore  to  the  candor  of 
my  honorable  friend  to  say  whether  there  is  not 
a  distinction  between  thatamendment  upon  which 
the  sense  of  the  House  has  not  been  taken  and  this 
pne  in  reference  to  which  they  have  already  de- 
'sided.> 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  have  one  or  two  words  to 
ay  upon   this  question;  and  I  must  again  dilTer 
om  my  honorable  friend  from  Maryland.  This  is 
1  appropriation  bill;  but  it  is  called  the  deficiency 
nil.     I   presume  that  the  true  line  of  distinction 
I  to  the  propriety  of  placing  an  appropriation  in 
,  or  reserving  it  for  a  general  appropriation  bill, 
Fiust  depend  upon  whether  there  has  been  any 
nforeseen  reason  why  any  appropriation  should 
!  now  made  which  connects  itself  with  the  pre- 
eding  appropriations  by  a  previous   Congress. 
Plint  I  presume  to  be  thegeneral  ground  of  passing 
beforehand  a  deficiency  bill,  connected  with  the 
appropriations  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  instead 
of  that   which  commences  on   the  first  of  July 
next.     If,   then,  these  appropriations,  under  tlie 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, can  be  brought  within  that  principle,  there  is 
bnl  one  other  objection  which  con  be  made  to  their 
adoption — that  is,  the  objection  made  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Maryland,  of  the  danger  of 
these    appropriations   defeating    the    bill    in    the 
House.     I  shall  address  myself  to  both  points. 

As  to  the  first:  The  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales,  at  a  previous  session,  authorized  the  build- 
ng  of  the  custom-houses.  At  the  commencement 
"the  present  session  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
my,  under  whose  charge  theii  building  is  placed, 
reports  to  you  specifically  as  to  certain  custom- 
houses, that,  owing  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  ma- 
terials and  other  unexpected  events,  they  could 
not  be  completed  according  to  the  original  de- 
mand, and  specifications,  and  designs  of  the  De- 
partment, under  the  appropriations  which  have 
been  made;  but  that  he  had  made  agreements 
which  would  provide  for  their  construction,  with 
the  stipulation  with  the  contractors  that  thj  agree- 
ments might  be  cjirried  out  so  as  to  make  an  in- 
ferior work,  unles.s  Congre-is  were  pleased  to 
appropriate  to  carry  them  out  according  to  the 
original  design.  The  .Secretary,  therefore,  has  per- 
formed his  duly.  He  has  left  the  mailer  in  this 
condition.  He  has  expedited  the  consirnction  of 
ji^uildings  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  power. 


Tliey  are  all  mure  or  lessadvuncrd;  ami  thewhole 
question  to  be  decided  is  whether,  in  consequence 
of  the  unexpected  increase  both  iit  the  prices  of 
materials  and  the  rales  of  wages  duiing  the  last 
year  and  a  half,  we  will  make  an  appropriation  to 
carry  out  the  original  plan.  Inasmuch  us  the  build- 
ings cannot  be  constructed  in  afire-proof  manner, 
according  to  tne  nrigiiinl  estimates  and  designs, 
they  must  either  be  constructed  in  an  inferior  man- 
ner, not  being  fire-proof,  or  else  they  must  be  de- 
layed for  the  whole  of  another  year,  though  they 
are  now  in  progress  of  construction.  I  ask 
whether  that  is  not  precisely  a  case  that  comes  in 
point  of  time  within  a  deficiency  bill,  and  which 
would  require  that  the  appropriation  should  be 
made  now  instead  of  being  postponed  until  the 
month  of  August  orSeptember,  when  the  building 
year  will  nearly  have  passed  r 

I  submit,  therefore,  that,  according  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury,  un- 
less you  say  that  these  custom-houses  ought  not 
to  be  completed  in  a  fire-proof  manner,  unless  you 
say  that  you  will  not  put  them  in  an  appropriation 
bill  at  alt,  they  are  a  class  of  works  which,  from 
their  posiiinn,  peculiarly  require  that  they  should 
go  into  the  deficiency  bill,  i  will  lake — because  I 
am  more  familiar  with  it  than  with  others,  though 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  same  argument  would 
apply  precisely  to  other  cases — the  building  au- 
thorized to  be  erected  in  my  own  city.  The  ori- 
ginal appropriation  was  J25,227  9H.  The  Sec- 
retary, in  a  report  made  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  the  House,  which  1  hold  in 
my  hand,  slates  that  he  has  made  a  contract;  ihat 
that  building  can  be  constructed,  though  not  in  a 
fire-proof  manner,  for  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation; but  he  thinks  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
Government  to  construct  its  buildings  in  a  perma- 
nent and  more  durable  manner,  and  therefore  he 
gives  an  additional  estimate  of  jiia.OOO,  making 
1^7,337  98  in  all.  That  building  stands  in  this 
situation.  Under  the  contract  the  foundation  has 
been  constructed,  and  the  building  stands  in  a  po- 
siiion  in  which,  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  the 
work  could  be  resumed.  Tlie  contractor  must 
either  proceed  to  make  wooden  girders  or  stone 
arches;  in  other  words,  he  must  either  make  the 
building  fire-proof  or  not.  Under  his  contract  he 
has  a  right  to  go  on  and  complete  the  building 
without  making  it  fire-proof.  That  is  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  contract.  The  Secretary  had  no 
authority  except  to  make  it  contingent  in  that 
mode.  If  the  amendment  does  not  pass,  and  by 
so  doing  you  postpone  your  action,  the  building 
must  be  constructed  in  an  imperfectmanner,  if  the 
contractor  chooses  lo  go  on,  because  of  the  addi- 
tional cost  of  $li2,000  which  you  refuse.  Is  it 
not,  then,  a  case  which  in  point  of  time  appeals  to 
the  propriety  of  the  insertion  of  this  amendment 
in  what  is  called  the  deficiency  bill,  which  con- 
nects itself  with  past  appropriations,  and  in  which, 
on  account  of  an  unforeseen  contingency,  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  inserted  enabling  us  to  do  it 
more  speedily  than  by  wailing  for  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill?  If  we  wait  for  that  the  whole 
season  will  be  lost. 

I  submit,  therefore,  that  in  point  offset,  and  of 
sound  policy — I  have  no  doubt  the  other  cuslom- 
hou.>!C3  stnnd  in  the  same  position  as  the  one  lo 
which  I  have  alluded;  for  these  are  the  reasons 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  refer- 
ence 10  them — they  all  connect  themselves  with 
precedent  appropriations.  The  increase  in  the 
price  of  the  lumber  and  labor  being  so  great,  arising 
from  unexpected  events  since  the  custom-houses 
were  authorized  to  be  built,  and  the  amount  which 
is  necessary  for  their  construction  according  to 
the  original  designs  being  greater  than  (he  amoiftit 
appropriated,  the  Department,  I  think  very  wise- 
ly, believingthat  it  was  far  more  important  to  ihe 
Government,  that  buildings  of  that  character 
should  be  fire-nroof,  and  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter, than  that  the  difference  of  J200,000  or 
4300,000  should  be  saved  in  their  construction, 
has  recommended  these  additional  appropriations, 
which  are  clearly  deficiencies  depending  upon  an 
unexpected  event.  1  say,  therefore,  they  address 
themselves  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Senate,  as 
proper  objects  for  a  deficiency  bill,  far  more 
strongly  than  the  case  of  the  Washington  aque- 
duct. I  voted  in  favor  of  that.  I  think  it  right 
that  the  work  should  progress;  but  there  was  no 
stale  of  things  requiring  an  immediate  appropria- 
tion comparable  at  all  to  the  case  of  the  custom- 


houses. I  hav*  *hown  you  the  ca^eof  onein  I 
own  Slate.  I  Ii"l'e  no  doul't  othtr  3enal\»i»Jco 
show  you  others  in  il,eir  Slates.  The  buildii 
at  the  mere  will  of  the  contractor,  must  go  oi 
and  be  made  in  an  imprrfeci  manner;  or,  if  unwil 
ing  lo  do  that,  and  preferring  to  leMi  lie  c 
must  be  postponed  anoiher  year  befi^re  it 
finished.  In  either  case  there  isalofsto  ilif 
eniment.  1  submit,  therefore,  ihitt  I  hava 
out  a  stronger  case,  not  merely  for  the  appi  __ 
lions,  but  fur  their  insertion  in  this  deficiency  I 
which  is  meant  to  provide  for  unexpected 
geiicies,  than  the  case  of  the  §500,000  vo 
the  Wasliiiigion  water-works,  or  the  J75J 
the  bridge  over  the  Potomac.  There  is  uu\ 
in  either  of  those  Citses  as  strong  for  iheirj 
lion  in  this  bill  as  there  is  fur  the  msetj 
these  appropriations. 

I   coine  then  to  the  other  objection.     Tha  ] 
orable   Sen:itor  from    Maryland  say?! 
have  the  evidence  tiiat  these  appropn.i 
sertad,  will  endanger  the  bill  in  the 
that  you  have  not  the  evidence  that  by  tlie  ap 
priaimn  of  half  a  million  for  the  aqueduct  i^ 
be  endangered.     I   have  great  i!'  ' 
other    branch    of  the   National 

place  them  precisely  in  ihe  po'iilii  I 

they  ought  to  accord   to    us — equality,  noti 
more,  nothing  less.  When  a  measure  con 
fore  me  which  I  think  right  and  proper  in  itse 
although  there  may  have  been  hasty  action,  aa  I 
have  heard,  elsewhere;  altlioiigh  it  may  be  tha 
after  passing  by  decided    mtijoriiies,  every  one  i 
thecustom-hoiise  appropriations  in  detailasprop 
measures   they  rejected  the  bill,  I  will  not 
pose,  I  will  not  do  them  the  injustice  to  supp 
when    the   question    comes   before    them    aa 
amenilinent  made  by  ihis  body,  that  they  ' 
defeat  the  bill  on  account  of  it.     The  moq( 
you  can  anticipate  is  that  they  will  strike  out  i 
amendment.     If  they  do  that,  it  is  time  enu 
for  us  to  determine  whether  we  wilt  place  the  I 
of  the  bill  on  the  amendment  or  not.    But  I  wov 
not  so  far  derogate  from  the  respect  to  which 
House  is  entitled,  as  to  suppose  that  they   wou 
kill  the  bill  because  we  placed  upon  it  an  ameoi 
ment.     Of  course,  if  they  difier  from  us,  they  i 
reject  the  amendment.     Then  we  can,  through  1 
medium  of  a  committee  of  conference,  or  it 
depend  upon  the   will  of  the  Senate,  whether  i 
think  the  amendment  of  sufficient  impnrtancej 
persist  in  it,  and  so  hazard  the  fute  of  the 
its  fate  is  not  in  question  on  the  original  adopti 
of  the  amendment.     I  submit,  therefore,  that 
argument  of  that   kind  is  inconclusive.     It  i 
sound  in  itself.  We  have  no  right  to  antir       ■ 
action  as  regards  the  oilier  branch  of  ( 

But,  further,  I  deny  that  the  honor.i! 
from  Mjiryland  has  authority  to  say  tlint  il 
was   killed  because  of  the  customhouse 
prittiions  being  in  it.   There  were  other  qu^ 
connected  with  it.     Youainnot  know  the  i 
of  individual  members.     You  do  not  knoi 
that  vote  was  given.     There  were  a  varie 
opinions  entertained,  and  I  think  the  Senator^ 
Maryland  will  recollect  that  ihere  was  iB,i 
an  appropriation  for  New  York.     1   knaH 
there  was  a  controversy  between  persona  i 
lo  that.    I  have  nothing  i6  do  with  these  | 
conlroversi»-s  as  to  the  Mint  between  Nev 
and  Philadelphia;  but  who  shall  tell  me  that  j 
had   no  swaying  influence  in  relation  lo  the 
on  the  bill?     I  cannot  answer  these  queslio  ^ 
do  not  presume  to  say  on  what  ground  ih^ 
branch  of  the  National   Legislature   del'eati 
bill,  after  they  had,  by  decided  majority, apg 
every  one  of  the  individual  appropriations  i 
are  now  asked   lo  be  inserted;  but  I  laki| 
granted  that,  as  men  of  sense,  they  did  not 
the  bill  on  the  ground   of  these  approprial 
every  one  of  which  had  a  majority  of  the  1 
in  its  favor. 

I  take   that  for  gronied.     I  do  not,  the 
believe  that  the  rejection  of  ihe  hill  wasona 
of  these  approprialions.     I  believe,  even   ifl 
had  someihing  lo  do  with  the  cause,  wiiic' 
cannot  exactly  inquire  into,  which  led  to 
feat  of  Ihe  bill,  when  we  make  these  amend^ 
proper  and  appropriate,  and  germane  to 
ciency  bill,  as  1  have  endeavored  to  show  i 
be,  and  they  go  before  the  House,  they  ■ 
treated  with  the  re.spect  to  which  they  ore  en 
If  the  House  differ  from  us,  of  course  the 
reject  our  amendments;  und  then  cornea  the 
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tion,  and  then  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it, 
as  to  whether  we  shall  assent  to  their  rejection, 
or  insist  on  the  amendment.  I  sabmit,  therefore, 
we  hazard  nothing  to  the  appropriation  bill  by  the 
insertion  of  these  amendments,  which  are  not 
onlf  proper  and  appropriate,  but  are  of  the  very 
character  of  a  deficiency.  The  situation  of  the 
custom-houses  rec^aire  that  they  should  be  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  GEYER.  Objection  is  made  to  the  ap- 
propriations proposed  by  the  amendments  for 
these  custom-houses,  on  the  ground  that  they  are 
not  proper  to  be  inserted  in  a  deficiency  bill.  Ap- 
propriations have  heretofore  been  made  for  the 
construction  of  these  building*.  It  is  desirable 
that  they  should  be  fire-proof.  The  present  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  desirous  that  the  public 
edifices' erectednn  his  Department,  and  under  bis 
administration,  shall  be  such  as  will  be  at  least 
creditable  to  the  Government,  and  secure  to  the 
archives  that  may  be  deposited  in  them.  He  de- 
sires to  erect  fire-proof  buildings;  but  by  the  law, 
which  is  construed  to  exclude  the  conchnion  of 
contracu  extending  beyond  an  appropriation,  the 
contracts  cannot  be  made  until  he  can  be  satisSed 
that  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  the  coB- 
Btruciion  of  the  boildiaig  vrill  be  appropriated. 

Proposals  have  been  made,  I  believe,  for  these 
custom-houses,  to  complete  them  for  the  sums 
which  are  proposed  by  the  amendment  to  be  ap- 
propriated, and  to  make  them  fire-proof.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  recomrawos  an  appropria- 
tion to  be  made  now,  iu  order  to  complete  the 
contracts,  and  that  the  work  may  proce«I.  There 
is,  with  respect  to  one  of  them  now,  an  appropri- 
ation large  enough  to  pay  for  all  the  work  that 
can  be  done  before  an  appropriation  will  be  made, 
if  Congress  makes  any  this  year,  iA  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  But  it  becomes  necessuy 
before  the  contracts  can  be  made  for  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  work  necessary  for  the  buildings, 
that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  at  an  early 
Jay.  Hence  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
made  in  the  deficiency  bill,  or  in  a  sepiarate  bill, 
in  advance  of  the  general  appropriation  bills. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  these  buildings,  the 
nrestern  custom-houses,  as  tbey  arecalled, are  ap- 
propriated to  purposes  other  than  that  of  a  ctis- 
:om-hou«e.  In  the  city  in  whidi  I  reside,  the 
sublie  archives,  transfers  from  the  Spanish  to 
he  American  Government,  upon  which  titles  to 
and  depend ,  the  records  of  the  surveyors  of  them, 
.he  post  office,  now  very  laiige,  are  to  be  accom- 
nooated  in  this  building.  Sir,  the  whole  amount 
jroposed  to  be  appropnated  by  the  amendments, 
8  nothing  that  can  compare  with  the  sufiering  that 
vould  ensue  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  ar- 
thives  upon  which  the  title  to  a  large  amount  of 
and  in  my  State  depends.  The  appropriations 
vhich  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommends 
'or  that  custom-house  is  extremely  necessary. 
The  season  for  making  the  contract  for  the  eon- 
itruction  of  these  works  is  now  passin^y.  We 
lo-not  know  whether  the  snge;estion  of  the  chair- 
nan  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  of  pnuing 
he  appropfiations  into  the  general  appropriation 
>ni,  will  be  available  to  us.  Certainly  it  would 
loelpaue  the  buildings  in  the  .West  one  year,  or 
he  contracts  must  be  conceded  for  constnicting 
.hem  very  differently  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deeircs  to  have 
hem  constructed — such  a  one  as  will  render  them 
I  safe  place  for  the  deposit  of  the  public  archives. 
There  is,  then,  oecasioii  for  an  early  appropria- 
ion.  You  might  as  well  have  asked  us  to  wait 
or  other  appropriations  which  are  contained  in 
his  bill,  as  to  aak  that  thbcontracts  for  the  con- 
itruction  of  these  cnstom-honses  should  be  posl- 
inned  until  (he  general  appropriation  bill  comes 
ip.  The  whole  amount  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ited  for  all  these  cMStom-nouses  exceeds  very  lit- 
le  the  Atnount  which  was  appropriated  yesterday 
18  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  construction  of 
vater-works  m  thm  city,  i/i  which  it  is  proposed 
o  expend  $3,300,000  to  render  the  public  prop- 
rty,  which  is  not  fire-proof,  secure.  That  you 
otsd  for;  but  when  aaaall  appropriation  to  make 

51 


public  buildings  in  pther  places  fire-proof  in  tar 
first  place,  is  asked  for,  we  ars  told  tnat  we  must 
wait  until  the  general  appropriation  bill  comes  in. 
Mr.  President,  if  we  intend  to  erect  these  build- 
ings in  such  a  manneras  not  to  have  what  is  con- 
tained in  them  exposed  to  perpetual-  losses,  now  is 
the  time  to  make  the  approprialio*.  If  we  wait 
until  the  general  appropriation  bill  comes  before 
us,  the  proper  time  for  making  the  contracts 
will  have  passed.  For -myself,  I  should  have 
preferred  to  wait  for  the  bill  for  this  purpose  com- 
ing from  the  House  of  Representatives;  hot  I  per- 
ceive that  the  time  is  passing  away  most  rapidly, 
and  that  the  session  is  likely  to  be  almost  at  an 
end  before  we  can  get  the  appropriation  bill 
through.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment which  is  now  pending. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will  read  firom  the  eemmn- 
nication  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House, 
to  show  the  necessity  of  making  the  appropria- 
tions. 1  will  read  it  to  show  that  contracts  nave 
been  made  for  all  or  nearly  all  of  these  custom- 
houses, to  be  consiructed  according  to  theoriginal 
design,  and  that  they  are  made  contingent  on  the 
action  of  Congress.  I  will  read  the  statement  aa 
to  the  eostom-honse  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  The 
Secretary  says : 

"  Bids  were  sollelled  rorlMereerion  by  sn  sdverttaeinent 
or  October  30. 1852,  for  tixljr  days ;  the  lowest  ofwhieh,  Ar 
a  (lone  exierior,  exceeded  (be  amouai  oppiopriated ;  and  lo 
effect  its  erection  lor  iliat  sum,  the  exterior  of  ttie  buildiog 
would  h&vc  to  be  cut  down  to  a  brick  and  mastic  covering, 
and  some  paru  not  made  flre-proof,  aa  In  the  St.  Louia  eus- 
tom-house. 

The  Depsitmeot  considered  that  ime  econony  required 
that  a  futther  appropriation  of  (65,1X10,  to  carry  out  the 
original  design,  should  be  made,  and  conaequeotiy  mada 
the  estimate  therelbr,  feelinf  assured  that  when  the  ftcu 
were  biought  to  the  atlentioD  of  Congress  ita  aeeeaaity 
would  be  seen,  and  the  appropriatioQ  made." 

Again,  as  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  there  is  a 
■ifnirar  statemeiit,  8o  in  regard  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
They  all  go  to  show  that  the  contracts  have  been 
made  contmgently,  and  that  they  are  in  such  mode 
as  will  not  be  carried  out,  unless  a  farther  appro- 
priation is  mad*  to  carry  them  out  ascording  to  the 
orif^nal  design.  All  these  facts  which  I  have  men- 
tioned are  sustained  by  the  eommunioation  which 
is  mimbered  "Miscellaneous,  No.  5,"  House  of 
Representatives  oommumcations  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  House.  It  is  necessary  that  these 
boildinga  should  be  fire-proof.  The  records  which 
are  preserved  there  are  extremely  valuable;  and 
the  Department  judges  wisely,  in  my  opinion,  in 
recommending  that  the  necessary  appropriations 
should  be  made  to  make  them  fire-proof. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  shall  detain  the  Senate  buta  min- 
ute or  two.  I  am  not  dirseily  interested  in  the 
subject  of  these  amcadments;  but  I  wish  to  malce 
a  remark  or  two  on  a  principle  which  I  think  is 
not  sound,  and  which  should  not  be  actet^upon  by 
the  Senate,  which  has  been  advanced  in  opposition 
tojhe  amendment. 

Here  are  ease*  presented  in  which  it  is  shown 
that  the  public  interest  will  suffer  if  the  works  are 
not  eontmued,  and  the  appropriations  made.  The 
facts  arenot  disputed,  that  the  completion  of  them 
will  be  delayed  for  twelve  mcmths  unless  the 
apprbpriations  are  passed  imw— unleaa  we  avail 
ottrs«tvs8  of  the  opportunity  presented  by  the 
defieieikcy  bill,  a  bill  of  general  interest,  a  bill  so 
iiitportant  that' it  may  be  necessary  for  the  onem- 
barrassed  operation  of  the  Oovernoient  thatit shall 
pass.  This  is  just  such  a  ease  as  appears  to  me 
which  this  body,  if  a  majority  of  them  concur  in 
the  propriety  and  importance  of  constructing  these 
works  at  all — and  that  isa  question  which  n now 
passed,  decided,  if  I  nndersliand  it,  for  they  have 
been  undertaken-^t  isjastsucha  casc'which  either 
House  of  Congress  may  avail  itself  of  th*  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  to  a  test  a^in  and  again,  if 
need  be,  for  such  an  appropriation  as  this. 

Some  of  these  buildings  are  in  a  condition  to  be 
deteriorated.  Not  only  is  the  question  presented 
whether  you  will  have  bniMings  that  ate  suitable 
for  permanent  bnblie  buildings,  erected  either  in 
the  East  or  the  West,  but  whetbsryou  will  follow 


up  the  appropriations  which  you  have  heretofore 
made,  and  prevent  an  actual  loss,  which  will 
result  by  delaying  the  appropriation  ?  I  say,  it  is 
not  a  sound  principle  for  our  legislation  m  this 
body,  to  say  that  perchance  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  not  concur  in  it.  I  know  it  has 
been  said  that  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
already  rejected  such  appropriations  as  these;  l-ut 
it  has  been  well  replied,  as  1  understood  it,  that 
these  appropriations  were  connected  with  other 
and  different  objects,  and  that  it  is  impossible 'to 
perceive  upon  whatdistinct  ground  connected  with 
these  appropriations  the  House  could  have  acted; 
because  the  proposition  was  not  in  the  House 
when  they  came  to  the  final  vote  whether  they 
would  construct  the  custom-house  at  St.  Louis,  or 
Iiouisvilie,  or  Wilmington,  for  that  question  had 
already  been  decided;  and  I  therefore  lake  it  for 
grontnl  that  there  was  some  other  motive  which 
induced  the  action  of  the  House.  I  have  not  read 
the  debate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  slate  what  it  is; 
but  I  take  it  for  granted,  in  deference  to  the  wis- 
dom and  the  discretion  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  there  was  some  other  motive  which 
caused  them  to  vote  down  the  first  deficiency  bill, 
to  strike  out  this  proposition,  or  (o  reject  the  biU 
if  it  was  not  stricken  out. 

But,  again,  this  bill  does  not  n«Mssarily  fail  if 
you  agree  to  this  proposition.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  know*  very  well  the  ma- 
chinery by  which  this  question  may  be  settled  and 
ths  bill  not  yet  lost.  This  proposition  will  go 
dowa  to  the  House,  to  be  acted  upon  by  them.  I 
do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  the 
question  whether  it^  is  likely  or  not  that  the  House 
would  reject  the  bill  because  these  appropriations 
should  be  made,  if  inserted  by  the  Senate.  I  say 
it  is  an  unsound  principle  to  act  upon;  and  I  do 
not  know  but  tlutt  it  would  t>e  a  much  wiser  and 
sounder  policy,  if  a  majority  either  in  the  Senate 
or  in  the  House  of  Representative*  are  in  favor  of 
a  public  work  or  a  public  improvement  of  any  de- 
scription, or  specific  lep;iala^on  upon  any  subjecti 
to  avail  themselves  of  a  bill  in  the  nature  of  a 
deficiency  bill — a  bill  the  passage  of  which  i* 
necessary  for  the  unembarrassed  principles  of  tha 
Government  itself — in  order  to  enforce  by  sucli 
consideralioos  as  they  believed  woukl  be  opera- 
live,  a  policy  which  they  thought  wise  and  juat 
of  the  country. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  inake  no  such  proposition. 
I  would  move  no  such  amendment  to  the  defi- 
ciency bill  which  is  now  before  us  as  1  am  about 
ta  suggest;  but  I  lay  down  (his  principle  in  regard 
to  every  public  work  which  has  been  commenced, 
aoi  only  custom-houses,  or  mints,  or  post  offices, 
or  court-houaes,  but  every  other  public  work 
which  has  the  sanction  of  both  bmnches  of  Coi>-. 
f;re*s,  if  they  had  the  opportunity  to  act  upon 
(hem  unembarrassed  by  rules,  and  those  means  of 
delay  and  defeat  which  it  is  always  in  the  power 
of  the  minority  in  either  House  of  Congress  to 
adopt,  I  do  not  see  but  that  it  would  be  a  much 
sounder  principle  of  legislation,  instead  of  relying 
upon  that  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
for  either  House  to  avail  itself  of  the  deficiency 
bill  to  carry  out  whatever  public  Works  have  been 
commenced  under  the  sanction,  not  only  of  the 
majority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Coneress,  but  of  a 
laree  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stat**; 
ana  to  use  this  as  a  mode  of  enforcing  their  con^ 
pletion. 

Sir,  there  are  other  public  works  which  are  just 
in  the  condition  of  these  buildings,  that  have  b«en 
in  progress  during  the  last  year,  and  are  unfi!n- 
ished.  In  consequence  of  the  session  being  pro- 
tracted to  a  Inte  period  in  the  fall,  unless  an  ap- 
Croprialion  is  made  now,  not  only  wiH  they  stop, 
lit  there  will  be  a  large  amount  of  loss  of  the 
expsndtture*  which  have  heretofore  been  made  for 
the«i.  I  allude  to  the  extensive  measures  in  prep- 
aration for  clearing  out  the  western  rivers,  or  for 
the  improvement  of  harbors  on  the  lake*.  A  laiige 
amount  of  money  has  been  invested  in  snag-boats 
and  other  omohinery,  which  cannot  be  c^nmloyed 
during  the  whole  of  this  year;  for,  by  the  time  ws 
get  a  general  appropriotiaa  hill  throygb  in  Sap- 
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teinber,  or,  as  some  gentlemen  sufr^esl,  in  October, 
lliere  will  be  nothing  done,  and  all  that  lias  been 
heretofore  done  by  the  machinery  will  be  useless. 
The  works  will  be  half  completed,  and  will  conse- 
quently go  to  decay;  or  they  will  be  destroyed  by 
siorms  and  fresheis,  because  they  are  not  com- 
pleted.    They  will  be  damaged  or  injured,  and 
they  will  have  to  pass  through  the  same  ordeal  for 
another  season,  and  be  again  exposed  to  storms, 
and  fresheis, and  ice,  before  they  ciin  be  completed. 
I  say  I  threw  out  the  suggestion  that,  unless  some 
Buch  plan  is  adopted,  the  system,  which  I  believe 
has  the  support  of  the  majority,  both  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  meets  with  the 
favor  and  concurrence  of  the  country  generally, 
will,  oil  account  of  the  protracted  session  of  Con- 
gress every  other  year,  nave  to  be  stopped.    This 
will  be  the  case  unless  some  mode  is  devised  or 
invenled  by  which  it  can  be  kept  regularly  in  prog- 
ress from  year  to  year.   I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any   amendment  to    this  bill  to  accomplish  that 
object;  but  I  say  that  the  objection  which  ia  made 
to  this  amendment,  that  perchance  the  House  of 
'  Kepresenlatives  will  delay  the  passage  of  the  bill — 
'they  cannot  defeat  it,  because  the  question  will 
"■till  be  wiihin  the  control  of  the  Senate — is  an  un- 
sound principle  of  legislation  in   either  House  of 
Congress;  and  instead  of  acquiescing  in  it,  as  sug- 
eested  now,  I  should  be  in  favor  of  the  free  and 
independent  action  of  both  branches  of  Congress  to 
makean  appropriation  whenever  there  was  a  public 
work  which  demanded  an  early  appropriation.    1 
would  not  limit  it  tocustom-houses  or  court-houses. 
1  would  limit  il  to  subjects  which  were  likely  to 
sufler  damage  and  injury  by  the  delay.     But  1 
would  do  it  on  another  account.     If  I  supposed 
there  were  influencea  and  principles  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government — 1  do  not  say  that 
there  are  now ;  I  do  not  distinctly  understand  what 
their   principles    are   which    were   attempting  to 
thwart  the  operation  of  the  system  of  improve- 
ments, I  would,  in  that  case,  avail  myself  of  a  bill 
of  this  description  for  bringing  them  to  the  teatof 
the  sentiments  and  judgment,  of  the  approval  or 
disapproval  of  Congress, though  itmiglitembarrass 
the  Government.     Now,  sir,  1  would  have  been 
perfectly  willing  that  this  bill  should  have  gone 
along  without  any  amendment  at  all.     But  other 
amendments  have  been  made  to  it,  which  I  con- 
sider less  acceptable  to  me  than  this  one.     They 
have  already  been  attached  to  the  bill,  therefore  I 
feel  myself  perfectly  at  liberty  to  vote  for  this  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  have  a  remark  to  make  to 
my  friend  from  Virginia;  and  before  I  make  that 
remark,  I  desire  to  say  something  in  regard  to  the 
custom-house  at  San  Francisco. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  there  cannot  be  any 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  appropriations  for 
the  custom-houses.  The  only  difference  of  opin- 
ion seems  to  be  as  to  what  place  the  appropria- 
tions should  be  made- — whether  in  the  deficiency 
bill,  or  in  some  other  general  appropriation  bill. 
.  Yesterday,  I  did  not  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  my  friend  from  Maryland,  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  f»)00,000  to  bring  water  into  this 
city,  simply  for  the  reason  that  1  never  desire  to 
place  myself  in  a  false  position.  I  was  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation,  but  I  was  opposed  to  putting 
it  upon  the  deficiency  bill;  but  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  who  has  sought  to  exclude  almost  every- 
thing from  this  bill  (or  fear  of  a  difficulty  in  the 
House,  voted  for  that  amendment.  Now,  the 
only  question  is,  whether  these  appropriations 
that  are  asked  for  are  not  in  themselves  proper? 
We  have  to  act  upon  our  responsibility,  irrespec- 
tive of  what  may  the  action  of  the  other  branch 
of  Congress.  1  say,  therefore,  that  I  shall  vote 
to-day  for  the  proposition  which  has  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  as  well  as  for 
that  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I 
will  volt  for  them,  because  I  consider  them  neces- 
sary 

Look,  if  you  please,  at  the  custom-house  at  San 
Francisco.  A  tare  statement  of  the  facts  there 
will  show  that  ouraction  is  doing  nothing  to  estab- 
lish a  reputation  for  economy.  The  Government 
is  paying  gl.'i3,000  per  annum  for  rent.  No  one 
ever  estimated  the  cost  of  a  custom-house  at  over 
$500,000.  The  annual  rent  which  vou  are  now 
paying  in  San  Francisco  is  twenly-tliree  percent, 
upon  a  half  million  of  dollars.  While  you  have 
a  large  surplus  in  your  Treasury,  and  your  Sec- 
retary of  tne  Treasury  is  going  into  the  market 


and  buying  up  your  own  bonds,  which  only  draw  [ 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  fall  due  sometime  in 
ItjeU — while  he  is  buying  them  up  at  a  premium  , 
of  eighteen  or  twenty,  you  are  paying  twenty- 
three  per  cent,  per  annum  to  citizens  of  California 
for  the  use  of  public  buildings!    Everybody  knows 
in  S»n  Francisco  that  youeannot  rent  a  fire-proof 
building  for  less  than  three  per  cent,  per  month 
on  the  cost.     The  owner,  before  he  will  rent  the 
building,  will  make  you  pay  three  per  cent,  in  [ 
advance  upon  what  that  building  cost. 

TheGovernment  of  the  United  States  now,  while 
it  is  buying  up  its  bonds,  which  only  draws  six 
per  cent,  interest,  is  paying  to  a  few  individuals 
m  San  Francisco  three  per  cent,  per  month  upon 
their  money.  The  bare  statement  of  that  shows 
that,  as  a  question  of  economy,  and  a  question  of 
economy  alone,  we  ought  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion. The  sooner  you  gel  rid  of  that  the  better.  1 
ought  not  perhaps  to  complain.  If  the  Government 
is  disposed  to  pay  three  per  cent,  per  month  to  the 
people  of  San  Francisco  for  the  money  they  have 
expended  in  brick  buildings  let  it  go  on;  but,  as  a 
public  man,  whose  duty  it  ia  to  look  to  the  interest 
of  the  whole  country,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
make  this  statement,  in  order  to  just  show  the  j 
financial  skill  with  which  the  legislative  branch  of 
this  Government  is  now  managing  its  public 
atfairs.  Your  Secretary  acts  wisely  in  buying  up 
the  bonds  even  at  the  premium  which  he  is  com- 
peted to  pay,  but  I  think  that  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  Government  who  have  charge  of 
the  public  money  ought  not  to  be  willing  to  keep, 
a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury  and  pay  twenty- 
three  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  public  works 
in  California. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  allude  to  one 
proposition  which  is  disconnected  with  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment.  Thereisauthority 
given  there  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  buildings.  1  am  opposed  to  that.  There 
may  be  some  reason  for  it,  and  it  was  to  that  1 
alluded,  when  I  desired  to  consult  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  There  may  be  some 
reason  why  that  course  should  be  adopted.  The 
Government  has  already  expended,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, $UO,000  for  a  lot.  It  has  got  all  the  mate- 
rials there  for  the  custom-house.  After  it  got 
them,  it  was  ascertained  that  probably  the  title 
was  in  the  State  government.  That  question  is 
now  pending.  The  controversy  between  the 
State  and  Federal  Government,  as  to  the  title  to 
that  lot,  is  a  matter  for  judicial  decision.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  upon  that  question.  But  you  have 
all  the  materials  there  for  the  custom-house,  and 
1  prefer  that  you  should  make  a  direct  appropri- 
ation, authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  then 
use  the  material  which  you  own  in  its  construc- 
tion immediately.  But  if  the  Government  thinks 
proper  to  pay  twenty-three  per  cent,  per  annum 
to  the  people  of  California  for  a  public  building, 
they  can  go  on.  1  shall  make  no  objection.  I 
have  my  own  views  in  regard  to  the  proper  course 
which  we  should  pursue  in  regard  to  that  custom- 
house, but  I  shall  not  obtrude  them  upon  the 
Senate  now. 

I  am  OS  anxious  as  my  friend  from  Virginia 
that  we  should  get  through  with  the  bill.  So  far 
as  the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  be  aflected  by  putting  this  amendment  on  it,  I 
have  nothing  to  say;  1  have  to  act  upon  my  own 
responsibility.  J  do  not  believe,  however,  that  it 
would  injure  the  bill  half  as  much  as  the  amend- 
ment which  was  made  yesterday;  I  know  that  it 
was  the  custom-house  question  that  probably  con- 
tributed largely  to  defeat  the  first  bill  in  the  House 
of  Representatives;  but  the  defeat  was  brouf^ht 
about,  not  because  of  opposition  to  the  appropria- 
tions; not  because  they  do  not  regard  the  works  as 
essential  to  the  public  interest,  but  because  they 
considered  that  it  was  an  improper  place  to  make 
them.  Therefore,  the  same  objection  would  apply 
to  the  amendment  which  was  made  yesterday.  1 
would  not  vote  for  that  amendment  then,  because 
I  thought  that  was  not  the  proper  place  to  make 
it.  The  Senate  decided  otherwise.  That  will 
embarrass  this  question  quite  ns  much  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  as  the  appropriation  for  the 
works  that  nobody  pretends  are  not  absolutely  in- 
dispensable. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from 
California  if  he  will  vote  against  this  amendment, 
if  the  amendment  for  the  introduction  of  the  water 
into  this  city  should  be  rejected  ? 


Mr.  WELLER.  "Sufficient  unto  the  day  la 
the  evil  thereof."  Whenever  that  question  arises, 
^  will  give  my  friend  from  Virginia  a  very  serious 
and  proper  answer.  If  that  amendment  is  stricken 
out,  I  shall  then  be  ready  to  vole  in  such  a  way  as 
seems  to  me  proper  upon  this.  ' 

Mr.  HUNTER.  My  question  has  a  practical 
bearing.  I  believe  myself  that  the  water  appro- 
priation was  a  proper  one — a  proper  one  in  tliia 
bill.  He  does  not.  I  do  nut  believe  that  these 
appropriations  are  proper  in  this  bill,  because  the 
sense  of  the  House  has  been  tesled  upon  them.  I 
certainly  would  give  up  one  to  get  rid  of  the  other; 
but  if  genilemen  mean  to  insist  upon  this,  1  shall 
be  disposed  to  hold  on  to  the  water  appropri- 
ation. 

But  what  is  there  in  this  objection  ?  This  amend- 
ment is  either  right  or  wrong.  Whether  it  is  right 
or  wrong  does  not  depend  upon  the  fact  that  the 
amendment  in  regard  to  the  water  appropriations 
was  made.  Those  who  think  it  was  right  ought 
to  vote  for  it,  whether  the  other  amendment  be  in 
the  bill  or  not;  and  those  who  think  it  wrong  ought 
to  vote  against  it,  whether  that  amendment  be  ther« 
or  not.  My  vote  is  not  a  question  to  be  cAnsid- 
ered  by  others.  That  is  a  matter  of  my  own.  I 
vole  according  to  my  own  conscience  in  relation 
to  this  matter;  and  it  can  be  a  reason  neither  for 
nor  against  the  Senator  from  California  in  relation 
to  his  vote.  But  the  purpose  for  which  1  rose  was 
to  gel  a  vote,  if  possible,  and  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  tne  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FITZPATRICK, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thlrsdat,  March  30,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hekrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  If  it  is  in  order,  1  move  that 
the  rules  of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  rise  to  a  privilege*!  ques- 
tion. The  Hon.  Natiuniel  G.  Taylob,  member 
elect  to  succeed  the  Hon.  Brookiks  Campbell,  de- 
ceased, from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  is  now  here, 
and  desires  to  be  qualified. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  appeared  and  was  qualified 
by  taking  the  usual  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  which  was  administered 
to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  EDMANDS.  1  ask  permission  ofthe  House 
to  make  certain  reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  that  they  may  be  leferred.  t 
am  about  to  leave  the  city,  and  1  would  be  pleased 
to  have  the  indulgence  of  the  House  l«  make  these 
reports  at  this  time,  and  have  them  referred. 

[Cries  of"  I  object!"  "1  object!"] 

Mr.  MACDONALD.  I  am  desirous  to  make 
reports  from  the  Naval  Committee,  and  would  be 
glad  to  have  the  same  indulgence  granted  me,  and 
I  therefore  object. 

Mr.  BENN  ETT.  I  rise  to  a  motion  of  a  priv- 
ileged character.  I  desire  to  make  a  statement  of 
a  personal  character;  to  do  which,  I  hope  to  have 
the  consent  of  the  House.  1  propose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Taylor,]  Io  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  cannot  proceed  in  his  re- 
marks, unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  House  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  may  proceed  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  like  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  is, 
that  if  his  explanation  is  likely  to  consume  much 
time,  it  should  be  deferred  for  the  present.  There 
are  gentlemen  here  who,  1  understand,  really  wish 
to  discuss  the  bill  that  has  been  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  its  merits;  and  it  is  right  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  noir. 
This  matter  may  be  postponed  for  a  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  frtim 
New  York  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege,  or  to  « 
privileged  question  ? 

Mr.  BENNETT.     I  regard  it  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  stale  hi* 
purpose,  and  the  Chair  wifi  decide  whether  it  is  a 
privileged  question  or  not. 

Mr.  BENNETT.   I  perceive  by  the  Washine- 
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ton  Union  of  Saturday  Inst,  an  article  published 
in  that  paper  in  reference  to  my  colleaeue  in  this 
House,  [Mr.  Taylor,]  who  is  said  in  uiat  article 
to  have  declared  his  intention  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  Nebraska  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (intermptinp.)  The  gjentle- 
man  is  not  in  order.  This  is  not  a  privileged 
question. 

Several  Membkrs.    Let  him  proceed. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  An  article  appeared  in  the 
Washington  Union  on  Saturday  last,  in  relation 
to  my  colleague,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  he  had 
avowed  his  determination  to  vote  for  the  Nebraska 
bill.  4  have  received  a  largs^etition  against  this 
bill  from  the  county  of  Tioga,  where  my  col- 
league resides,  (which  was  formerly  in  my  dis- 
trict,) signed  by,  I  think,  over  one  thousand  citi- 
zens, with  a  request  to  present  it  in  the  House. 
I  should  have  presented  this  petition  under  the 
rule,  knowing  some  gentleihen  would  otuect  to  it. 
But  the  petition  was  accompanied  with  a  state- 
ment that  it  was  designed  as  an  instruction  to  my 
colleague  to  vote  Bgamst  the  Nebraska  bill;  and 
that  he  had  declared,  in  a  public  meeting,  in  that 
county,  that  he  would  vote  against  the  Nebraska 
bill  or  resign,  and  signifying  their  request  to  have 
him  do  so. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  Mr.  Speaker, 
all  this  is  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUcman  from  New 
York  will  state  very  briefly  the  question  of 
privilege.  

Mr.  BENNETT.  The  point  I  make  is  this: 
It  is  evident  my  colleaeue  is  greatly  misrepresent- 
ed by  his  own  people,  in  his  own  county  at 
home,  or.  by  the  Washington  Union  here;  and  I 
wish,  if  he  desires,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
explain. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York.  I  ask  the  unan- 
imous consentof  the  House  to  make  a  personal 
explanation. 

1 1  was  objected  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself 
into  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  Chair  announced 
that  the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.     I  call  for  the  veas  and  Aaya. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  hope  that  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  will  be  withdrawn,  that  my  colleague 
^Mr.  Tatloh]  may  have  an  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  my  other  colleague,  [Mr.  Behnitt.I 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  has  been  made 
here  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and 
on  that  proposition  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
demanded.  Thegentlemanfrom  New  York,  [iVlr. 
Tatlor,]  as  the  Chair  understands  it,  asks  to 
make  a  personal  explanation,  which  cannot  be 
done  unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  dislike,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  mix 
myself  up  with  this  affair;  but  unless  the  privilege 
be  ateorded  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
who  first  addressed  the  Chair,  to  make  his  state- 
ment fully,  I  shall  object  to  the  other  gentleman 
from  New  York  gettmg  the  floor  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Havbn]  that 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Chair  to  grant  the 
privilege  he  asks  for  hip  colleague.  It  must  be  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  if  at  all,  that 
a  personal  explanation  can  be  made.  Is  it  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  be  permitted  to  make  a  parsonal  ex- 
planation ? 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  Let  the  gen- 
tleman over  the  way  [Mr.  BcmriTT]  be  heard, 
and  then  I  have  no  objection  to  his  colleague 
being  allowed  to  make  an  explanation. 

Bfr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York.  The  gentle- 
man was  heard- 

Mr.  STEVENS.  He  was  not.  Objeetiona 
were  made  to  hisproceeding. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  hope  my  colleague  will 
be  allowed  to  make  his  personal  explanation. 

Mr.HAVEN.   Then  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  also  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  1  hope  my  colleague  will,  by 
unanimous  consent,  ^e  allowed  to  put  himself 
right  with  his  eonstitoenta,  and  will  ask  him  if 


he  has  made  any  such  declaration  in  a  public 
meeting  as  I  have  stated,  in  any  manner,  and  if 
so,  what  it  was  >  And  whether  the  article  in  the 
Union  alluded  to  was  published  by  authority 
from  him .'  and  if  he  gave  authority  to  the  state- 
ment that  he  should  vote  for  that  bill;  and  that 
nine  tenths  of  the  Democrats  of  Tioga  county, 
who  voted  against  General  Cass  in  1848,  were  m 
favor  of  the  uill?  I  ask  this  with  no  unfriendly 
feeling  towards  my  colleague,  but  only  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  explain,  and  put  this  matter  right. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  All  that  I  desire  to  say  in  ref- 
erence to  this  matter  is  simply  this:  that  I  have 
nothing  to  say  here  in  regard  to  what  I  may  have 
said,  or  what  opinions  1  may  have  given  on  the 
Nebraska  bill  elsewhere.  I  do  not  know,  nor  do 
I  believe  that  it  is  a  proper  subject  for  me  to 
make  any  explanation  upon. 

In  reference  to  the  petition  which  my  colleague 
has,  it  has  been  sent  to  him  to  present,  and  f  am 
entirely  willing  that  he  should  present  it.  If  it  had 
been  sent  to  me  to  present,  I  should  have  done  so 
with  great  pleasure,  although  it  is  opposed  to  my 
views  upon  that  subject.  But  as  those  who  hsd 
the  control  of  it  have  chosen  to  send  it  to  him,  it 
can  make  no  manner  of  difference  whether  he 
present  it  or  I,  and  he  has  my  full  concurrence  to 
do  so,  if  it  be  his  pleasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Havch;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Hamilton  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  (No.  226) 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  six  steam  frigates, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Keitt]  had  the  floor,  and  he  is  now  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  KEITT  alluded  to  the  altitude  of  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Webster,  four  years  ago,  when  it  was 
announced  that  they  had  reunited  and  rewelded 
the  links  which  bind  together  the  Confederacy. 
How  fallacious  was  the  proclamation!  Thirty 
years  ago,  Mr.  Jefferson  pronounced  that  the  Mis- 
souri restriction  fell  on  his  ears  Uke  the  tones  of  a 
fire-betl  at  night,  awaking  and  filling  him  with  ter- 
ror. His  prophetic  eye  flashed  along  the  chun 
of  momentous  results,  and  closed  with  his  voice 
of  warning  and  foreboding.  And  sectional  strife, 
bitter  feuds  and  altercations,  have  been  the  off- 
spring of  the  unnatural  connection  between  princi- 
ple and  policy.  The  Missouri  restriction  has  been 
the  source  of  unnumbered  woes.  The  majority 
has  been  trampling  on  the  Constitution  and  the 
rights  of  the  weaker  section  of  the  Union  until  re- 
sistance was  fast  becoming  a  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion. But  now  a  star  of  promise  had  risen  in  the 
West.  As  a  southern  man,  if  he  were  called  on 
to  vote  against  the  bill,  be  should  not,  like  others, 
arraign  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it.  Al- 
though he  would  stem  the  tide  of  fanaticism  at 
the  North,  which  was  threatening  to  sweep  down 
the  Constitution,  he  would  endeavor  to  arouse  a 
stronger  patriotism  in  that  section,  but  be  would 
mingle  no  charges  of  bad  faith.  There  are  brave 
men  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  who  are  bat- 
tling for  the  Constitution  and  for  justice. 

He  then  proceeded  to  disencumber  the  question 
of  some  constitutional  embarrassments;  and,  in 
speaking  of  the  ordintince  of  1787,  said  it  was  an 
unconstitutional  and  a  most  graceless  act;  and, 
after  defining  what  constitutes  the  federative  Union 
and  the  powers  under  it,  and  the  rights  of  the 
States,  remarked  that,  just  before  Mr.  Calhoun 
died,  be  received  a  letter  from  that  distinguished 
statesman,  in  which  he  said:  "  I  think  these  ques- 
tions (at  that  time  pending)  can  be  settled  by  the 
extension  of  the  Missouri  line  to  the  Pacific.  I 
will  not  vote  for  it,  but  I  will  acquiesce."  He 
would  waive  the  right  claimed  by  the  South  to 
save  the  Union. 

He  spoke  of  property  in  slaves  as  older  than 
that  in  land,  and  eontehqed  that  it  was  just  as  de- 
fensive on  abstract  principles.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment possesses  no  authority  to  create  poperty, 
and  only  possesses  the  right  to  recognize  it  in  a 
secondary  sense;  that  is,  sovereign  States  say 
what  is  property,  and  create  the  General  Govern- 
ment their  trustee)  and  its  business  is  to  recognize 
what  the  Slates  say  is  property,  and  protect  it; 
therefore  Government  should  protect  the  property 
which  southern  men  carry  with  them  to  the  Ter- 
ritories; the  latter  not  being  the  exdosive  property 


of  those  who  immigrate  thither  from  the  non- 
slaveholding  States. 

In  conclusion,  he  defended  the  institution  of  sla- 
very, and  maintained  the  rights  of  the  South.  [See 
Appendix  for  this  speech.] 

Mr.  BEINTON  expressed  his  views  on  the  bill 
before  the  committee.  It  was  granted,  he  said, 
that  we  should  have  a  navy  for  defense  and  a  navy 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce;  but  when  we 
come  to  the  question  of  a  navy  for  conquest,  or 
one  that  is  to  contest  with  the  combined  navies 
of  the  world  for  the  supremacy  of  the  seas,  it  was 
another  question;  one  which  was  not  indorsed  by 
the  earliest  founders  of  our  Government.  We 
are  (he  said)  a  continent,  notan  island;  our  policy 
is  peace,  not  aggression;  it  is  defense,  not  con- 

3uest.  This  is  our  policy,  and  these  were  the 
octrines  of  earlier  times.  A  standing  army  was 
always  condemned  by  the  American  people.  A 
standing  navy,  a  navy  in  time  of  peace,  was  al- 
ways rejected  by  the  American  people. 

He  referred  to  that  portion  of  the  bill  which 
authorizes  these  versels  to  be  built  either  by  con- 
tractor in  theGovernment  navy-yards,  and  wished 
to  know  if  our  seven  yards  were  not  capable  of 
performing  this  duty  >  What  would  they  think 
of  a  man  who  possessed  seven  mills  sending  his 
tub  of  meal  to  his  neighbor  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  ground  ? 

He  thought  that  the  policy  of  maintaining  sta- 
tionary squadrons  was  a  mistaken  one.  It  was  a 
British  policy.  That  nation  had  squadrons  for 
home,  and  for  the  four  quarters  of  the  world. 
They  bad  islands  in  all  portions  of  the  globe;  but 
we  iiad  none,  nor  had  we  any  inducement  to  fol- 
low their  plan  of  stationary  squadrons.  He  could 
see  no  adequate  reason  for  our  maintaining  fiva 
stationary  squadrons  nt  points  where  he  appre- 
hended they  had  nothing  lo  do. 

Since  1813  |300,000,000  had  been  expended  for 
navy  purposes,  and  he  assumed  that  we  could 
not  beneficially  use  this  day  the  ships  that  we 
already  had.  Since  1812  we  had  had  no  use  for 
a  navy,  and  he  could  see  but  little  prospect  of 
needing  one;  for  we  had  no  system  of  aggression, 
of  foreign  conquest.  We  had  our  coasu  to  de- 
Rnd,  and  the  outlets  of  our  rivers  to  protect,  but 
we  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  conquest. 
Tlie  whole  business  of  creating  navies  bad  been 
nothing  in  the  world  but  a  contest  in  ship  build- 
ing— a  contest  of  ship  carpenters.  He  aligned  at 
some  length,  and  quoted  the  vie ws  of  early  states- 
men against  the  policy  of  keeping  up  a  navy 
for  any  other  purpose  than  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, which  at  the  present  day  needed  but  a 
small  one.     [See  Appendix  for  this  speech.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
heard  with  great  pleasure  the  remarks  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Missouri;  but,  as  I  do 
not  quite  concur  with  him,  and  as  I  expect  to  vote 
for  this  bill,uAle8S  my  opinion  be  changed,  I  wish 
lo  make  a  suggestion  or  two  in  reference  to  the 
matter  brou^htbefore  us. 

As  to  the  instructions — which  Ihe  distinguished 

fentleman  has  read — from  Virginia  of  1800,  it  was 
oubtless  the  opinion  of  the  oM  Republican  party. 
At  that  time  it  is  known  that  the  Republican  party 
was  in  collision  with  the  Federal  party;  and  as 
the  latter  party  was  in  power,  I  think  that  party 
feeling  had  as  much  to  do  with  the  subject  of  the 
increase  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  passage 
of  those  resolutions,  as  any  sound  statesmanship. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  Chairman ,  not  many  yean 
elapsed  before  the  same  Republican  party — coming 
into  power — at  the  instance,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Clay,  and  other  distinguished  leaders,  was  obliged 
to  take  a  different  line  of  policy.  Our  present 
Navy,  however,  had  its  origin  shortly  after  the 
war  of  1812,  and  is  not  actually  stronger  now 
than  it  was  thirty-five  years  ago.  At  that  time 
we  had  a  commerce  of  one  million,  or  one  million 
two  hundred  thousand  tons.  Our  commerce  ia 
now  four  million  tons.  If  the  Navy,  thereforet 
on  its  present  basis  thirty-five  years  ago,  was  not 
too  strong  to  protect  the  commerce  then,  why  it 
is  too  weak  now. 

There  is  one  great  difference,  however,  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  be- 
tween the  things  now  and  as  they  were  in  the  time 
of  the  war  of  1813.  Then  Great  Britain  was  fol- 
lowing the  old  plan  of  ship  building,  ereoting 
sluggish  hulks,  while  America  adopted  a  better 
one,  a  system  of  building  both  ships  of  war  aad 
merchantroen,  something  like  our  present  clipper 
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lips;  and  llie  consequence  was  ihat  one  of  our 
Kaecund  class  frigaies,  such  as  commodore  Porter 
>Commanded,  when  al  sea  was  easily  able  to  keep 
tout  of  the  way  of  the  sluggish  British  geventy- 
ifours,  and  other  large  ships.  In  fact,  I  do  not 
fJ'emember  that  but  one  of  our  vessels  was  run 
lown  through  the  whole  of  the  war — I  mean  the 
President,  under  the  command  of  Decatur;  and 
Ithat  was  done  Ijy  a  large  squadron  of  the  enemy. 
[She  happened  to  be  surrounded,  without  sea  room , 
Fftiid  was  captured.  Our  clipper  vessels  committed 
feimmense  havoc  on  her  commerce. 

Since  then  there  has  been  an  entire  change  in 

IrOaval  armament;  though  a  first  rate  .sailer  may, 

l*rith  a  favorable  gale,  make  as  much  progress  as 

a  steamer,  yet  in  all  sorts  of  weaiher  it  cannot  be 

pretended  she  will  be  able  to  escape.     Theconse- 

luence  is,  that  vessels  having  the  benefit  of  sail 

Ind  steam  together  will  easily  be  ableto run  down 

r«ny  of  our  merchantmen  and  our  sailing  vessels. 

I'l  take  it  if  we  were  involved  in  a  war  with  Great 

.Britain  at  this  time,  our  merchantmen  would  »uf- 

(fer greatly.     We  have  not  sufficient  force  to  con- 

t»oy  them.     They  would  easily  be  run  down.    One 

Lof  the  large  paddle-wheel  steamers  would  carry 

|«n  armament  sufficient  to  capture  a  merchantman. 

tSuch  a  vessel  as  one  of  George   Law's,  or  the 

ICollins  line,  would  capture  any  sail  vessel  afloat — 

Fl  mean  a  mere  merchantman. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  hour  has  arrived 
Ivhen,  under  the  order  of  the  House,  debate 
Iclo^es. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  (as  chairman  of  the  committee 

Ethat  reported  the  bill)  look  tlie  floor  to  close  the 

debate. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 

^Virginia  will  give  me  five  minutes  of  his  time  to 

tenable  me  to  present  a  point  or  two. 

The  CHAIRMAN.   The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
Binia  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     By  general  consent,  the 
gentleman  can  allow  me  five  minutes  of  his  '.ime. 
Mr.  BOCOCK.     1  will   give  the  gentleman  a 
ortion  of  my  time  when  1  get  through  with  my 
iemurks. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  shall  not  want  to  take 
[(he  floor  then.     I  wish  to  throw  out  a  practical 
•ugeestion  or  twojust  at  this  point. 
Mr.  LILLY.    1  ask  if  there  are  not  still  fifteen 
Fminutes  before  the  debate  must  close?     I  under- 
latood  the  resolution  of  the  House  to  be  to  close 
[the  debate  in  two  hours  after  the  House  should  go 
linto  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
j  ihe  Union. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
^t}lat  Ihe  resolution  provides  that  th*  debate  shall 
[close  at  two  o'clock,  and  that  hour  has  now  ar- 
rived. 

J  .   Mr.  CLINGMAN.    By  general  consent,  I  sup- 
f-pose  I  can  go  on  for  a  few  minutes. 
[  ,  Mr.  BOCOCK.      Does  the  gentleman   confine 
'tis  privilege  to  any  particular  time? 
[     Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  should  like  about  five 
[iainutes. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
or  that  lime,  if  I  can  do  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Is  it  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  that  the  gentleman   from  Vir- 
riinirt  Bhsll  yield  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  gen- 
LUemnn  from  North  Carolina? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Rather  than  have  to  go 
[through  this  formality,  I  will  waive  my  request. 
f  Mr!  BOCOCK.  1  had  not  proposed,  uniil  the 
I  remarks  that  were  made  this  morning  by  the  dis- 
Ffinguished  member  from  Mis.souri,  [Mr.  I3entok,] 
pjo  have  said  one  word  more  to  this  committee  in 
[pehalf  of  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  had  occa- 
Eiion  the  other  day  logo  pretty  extensively  into  the 
[Reasons  on  which  theCommittee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
nd  I,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  based  the 
npriety  of  this  bill.  I  did  not  think,  therefore, 
hat  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  me  to  re- 
iterate any  of  the  points  that  I  then  suggested;  but 
luiuch  is  due  to  any  suggestions  that  come  from  so 
[Sistingnished  a  source  aa  the  gentleman  who  has 
[(tddressed  us  this  morning. 

I      The  gentleman  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had 
linade  his  remarks  without  any  expectation  of  in- 
fluencing the  vote  of  this  House.     Sir,  thegenlle- 
kjiian  did  Hot  do  himself  juetice.  He  does  not  know 
Jhe  respect  lhat  this  House  pays  to  his  experience, 
io  his  talents,  and  to  his  public  services.     Any 
fiuggestinns  coming  from  him  would,  doubtless, 
Tfiave  great  weight  here,  and  it  is  for  this  reason. 


and  this  only,  that  I  think  it  necessary  to  make  a 
reply  this  morning.  In  anything  lhat  I  shall  say 
on  this  occasion  I  beg  that  gentleman  to  be  as- 
sured I  mean  nothing  but  the  most  profound  respect 
and  courtesy  to  him. 
The  honorable  gentleman  commenced    by  re- 

f retting  ihut  it  was  one  of  the  misfortunes  of 
aving  been  in  public  life  a  long  lime  that  the 
mind  was  continually  reverting  to  the  past,  and 
bringing  up  the  ideas  of  past  years  and  comparing 
them  with  the  ideus  that  are  in  progress  at  pres- 
ent. The  honorable  gentleman  gave,  in  his  own 
c»se,  the  very  best  illustration  of  his  position,  for 
he  showed  how  a  mind  of  gigantic  proportions 
can  be  warped  and  led  away  l»y  early  preconcep- 
tions, and  by  notions  that  have  been  entertained 
long  years  ago. 

Why,  the  honorable  gentleman  got  up  here  this 
morning  and  discussed  the  action  of  the  Navy 
Board  upon  our  present  policy.  ?Ie  has  told 
us  of  the  effect  of  the  recommendaliong  of  the 
Navy  Board  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  when, 
by  an  oct  passed  ten  years  ago,  that  Navy  Board 
was  abolished,  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  views  in  rela- 
tion to  it  carried  out. 

Mr.  BENTON.     It  went  into  bureaus. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  It  went  into  bureaus,  and 
there  is  now  no  Navy  Board  with  power  to  make 
recommendations. 

But,  sir,  in  many  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man in  the  early  part  of  his  speech  I  entirely 
concur — especially  in  that  part  of  them  in  refer- 
ence to  the  impolicy  of  this  Government  keeping 
up  so  many  nuvy-yards.  But  this  bill  has  nothing 
in  the  world  to  do  with  novy-yards.  1  will  inform 
the  honorable  gentleman  that  a  resolution  is  now 
pending  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs  of 
this  House,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  abol- 
ishing some  of  those  yards;  and  when  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  that  subject  comes  up  for 
consideration,  it  will  be  very  proper  to  make  any 
suggestions  against  the  propriety  of  our  having  so 
large  a  number  of  them. 

While  upon  this  subject  of  navy-yards  I  would 
remark,  that  England  has  navy-yards  at  Ports- 
mouth, Woolwich,  Chatham,  Spithead,  and  nine 
other  places  where  the  Government  carry  on 
works  similar  to  those  which  we  carry  on  in  our 
yards.  1  do  not  suggest  this  here  as  an  argument 
to  show  that  we  ought  to  compete  with  England 
in  this  respect.  By  no  means.  I  do  not  stand 
here  to  advocate  the  idea,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  should  undertake  to  equal  Eng- 
land in  her  expenditure  for  her  naval  armament. 

But  we  are  referred  to  our  former  naral  history 
and  to  the  achievements  of  Commodore  Decatur  in 
Ihe  Mediterranean,  and  of  Commodore  Porter  in 
the  Pacific — and  my  friend  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Clinc.man]  met  that  idea  very  well  in  the 
few  remarks  he  submitted  before  the  hour  expired 
for  terminating  the  general  debate  upon  this  bill. 
But  do  not  the  members  of  this  committee  recol- 
lect the  changes  which  have  taken  place  since  lhat 
time,  in  Ihe  preparations  for  sea-fighting?  Talk 
now  about  sending  gun-boats  and  privateers,  to 
contend  against  frigales  and  screw  propellers  !  It 
would  be  very  much  like  the  cnae  of  a  person 
who,  after  seeing  splendid  mills  built,  with  all  the 
modern  inventions,  holding  out  inducements  to  all 
who  hnd  grists  to  grind,  should  go  and  set  up  his 
little  tub-mill  and  ask  customers  to  patronize  him. 
To  talk  now  about  fighting  at  sea  as  we  did  years 
ago  would  be  just  as  reasonable — with  all  respect 
I  say  it  to  Ihe  gentleman  from  Missouri — as  to 
talk  about  sending  one  hundred  men  with  breast- 
plates and  helmets  to  contend  a<rainst  the  Paixhan 
guns  and  artillery  of  the  present  day. 

The  honorable  gentleman  did  not  develop  his 
policy  at  any  great  lengih.  He  informed  us  that 
he  was  against  squadrons,  and  in  fiivor  of  cruisers. 
I  do  not  know  how  many  cruisers  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  be  in  favor  of.  But  I  can  tell 
him,  if  he  wants  cruisers,  he  ought  to  build  the 
very  vessels  that  this  bill'contemplates;  for  they 
ore  the  vessels  to  make  these  cruisers.  They  are 
intended  Io  corry  a  heavy  armament,  and  to  be  so 
constructed  lhat  they  can  carry  a  good  deal  of 
provisions,  and  be  propelled  eitherby  steam  or  by 
sails,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  require. 
France,  Great  Britain,  and  other  countries,  have 
their  steamers  sailing  through  every  part  of  the 
great  oceans  of  the  world.  We  must  be  prepared 
to  meet  those  vessels.  We  must  have  vessels  of 
the  same  description.    If  wesend  out  paddle-wheel 


sleamers  they  would  have  to  carry  a  large  qunn- 
tity  of  coal,  as  they  are  propelled  by  steam  exclu- 
sively. But  the  vessels  proposed  to  be  buili  are 
screw  propellers,  which  can  be  propelled  by  steam 
or  by  sail,  aa  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may 
require. 

But  we  are  told  that  our  policy  is  not  to  have  a 
force  for  offensive  operation,  buta  naval  armoment 
intended  merely  to  defend  our  commerce.  That 
is  exactly  what  I  want — nothing  more.  But  when 
gentlemen  talk  about  the  armament  necessary  lo 
defend  our  commerce,  why  do  they  not  tell  us  what 
amount  of  armament  is  necessary  for  iha*  pur- 
pose? Why  do  they  not  look  at  the  extent  of 
our  commerce? — of  Ihe  dangers  which  beset  that 
commerce? — of  the  foe  we  have  to  meet,  and  of 
the  force  necessary  to  meet  that  foe?  Armaments 
to  defend  our  commerce!  Why,  that  is  precisely 
what  I  want,  and  nothing  more.  Nobody  in  thm 
country,  I  believe,  has  advocated  a  navy  for  the 
purpose  of  offensive  operations. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  to  tRe  policy  of  main- 
taining these  squadrons,  I  ask  what  other  policy 
can  we  adopt?  We  are  told  lhat  we  have  here  a 
home  squadron; and  the  question  is  asked,  "  What 
do  we  want  withahome  squadron?"  Why,  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  cruising  ground  of  the  home  squod- 
ron  is  from  the  fishing  coasts  of  the  North  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Amazon.  Ask  the  gentlemen  who 
represent  northern  constituencies  here  what  we 
want  with  a  home  squadron,  and  they  will  point 
you  to  the  immense  amount  of  money  invested  in 
the  fisheries  of  the  North  for  which  they  want  pro- 
tection. Ask  gentlemen  representing  southern 
constituencies  here  what  we  want  with  a  home 
squadron,  and  they  will  point  you  to  the  dilficul- 
ties  that  we  are  continually  getting  into  with  the 
Cuban  authorities,  and  others  in  the  Caribbean 
Sea;  and  they  will  tell  you  that  they  want  this 
Government  to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens  in 
these  waters. 

Then  we  ore  asked  what  we  want  with  the 
squadron  in  the  Mediterranean?  The  cruising 
ground  of  this  squadron  extends  from  the  c&pea 
of  Spain  to  the  extreme  of  the  Levant. 

Sir,  it  is  but  a  short  lime  ago  when  a  resolution 
was  gravely  submitted,  and  adopted  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote  of  Congress — there  was  a  very 
small  vote  given  against  it — returning  thanks  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  Commander 
Ingraham  for  having  protected  the  rights  of  one 
of  our  citizens  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  com- 
manded a  vessel  belonging  Io  our  Mediterranean 
squadron;  ami,  while  the  whole  country  was  in  a 
blaze  of  admiration  for  his  heroic  achievement, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  voting  him  ita 
thanks.  Yet,  in  the  sight  of  all  this,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bentov]  rises  in  his 
place,  and  says,  "What  do  you  want  with  a 
Mediterranean  squodron?"  Sir,  I  reply,  we  want 
Ingiahams  in  the  Mediterronean  to  protect  the 
rigliis  of  our  citizens  there.  We  want  men  there 
lo  protect  the  commercial  interests  of  our  country. 
TIml  is  whot  we  want. 

We  are  told  that  we  have  a  squadron  in  the 
Pacific;  and  so  we  have, and  so  we  ought  lo  have, 
n  my  humble  judgment.  We  hove  our  whale 
fishery  vessels  lo  protect;  we  have  to  protect  the 
rights  of  our  citizens  there  in  every  relation. 
We  have  our  neutrality  laws  to  enforce;  and  we 
have  to  guard  against  all  the  dangers  that  are  he- 
setting  us  in  respect  to  the  mochinations  of  fort  lu'n 
Governments  on  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  other 
points  in  that  ocean.  And  while  all  these  things 
stare  us  in  the  face,  we  are  gravely  asked,  "  What 
do  we  want  with  our  Pacific  squadron  ?  " 

Why,  sir,  there  ore  hut  two  vessels  in  the  Pacific 
squadron.  The  whole  number  of  guns  on  both  of 
these  vessels  do  not  amount  to  fifty.  We  had  no 
vessel  there  to  enforce  our  neutrality  laws  when 
Captain  Walker  marched  down  lo  Lower  Califor- 
nia and  set  up  a  Republic  there  against  the  rights 
of  Mexico.  I  do  nol'want  an  aggressive  arma- 
ment; but  I  want  one  to  prevent  aggression. 

Mr.  Chairman,  perhaps  if  we  could  understand 
each  other  about  the  amount  of  naval  preparation 
necessary  to  protect  our  commerce,  there  might  b« 
no  dispute  in  regard  to  it.  That  is  all  we  wont — 
a  force  sufficient  to  protect  our  commerce  and  th» 
rights  of  our  citizens  in  every  part  of  the  globe. 

If  Mr.  Jefferson  had, at  one  time,  been  opposed 
to  ihe  Navy — though  I  do  not  believe  heeverwaa 
— for  the  authority  which  the  gentleman  cited  waa 
against  ihe'navol  board;  if  he  hod  been  opposed 
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to  the  Navy  in  the  early  period  of  hjs  life,  he  eaw 
enough  in  thecourse  of  bis  administration  to  con- 
▼ince  him  that  was  a  wrong  policy;  for  he  after- 
wards Bil  voeated  a-  Navy. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  message,  Juljr  10,  1807,  in 
relation  to  gon  boata,  and  their  efficiency  for  har- 
bor defense,  closes  with  these  words: 

"  It  muMt  be  sup^rfiunus  to  obwrro  that  thli  species  of 
nsTSI  armament  Is  pmporfed  merely  for  defensive  opera- 
tious ;  thai  a  can  have  but  little  effect  towards  praleclini 
our  coBiiuerce  in  tUe  op«u  seas,  even  on  our  own  coast." 

On  December  22,  1805,  under  a  reference  of  the 
President's  message,  the  Naval  Committee  pro- 
posed a  vote  oC  $660,000  to  enable  the  President 
to  cause  to  be  built  six  liae-of-batlle  ships. 

On  December?,  1806,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  reply  to  th(  Naval  Commiliee  of  the  House, 
presented  a  statement  of  the  alfdtfitmal  number  of 
officers  and  seamen  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  was  then  required,  and  which  imposed 
the  additional  annual  expenditure  of  ^,663,949  51. 
Mr.  Chairman,  will  gentlemen  still  quote  Mr. 
JefTeraon  as  opposed  to  a  proper  and  reasooabte 
Navy? 

The  main  question  appear*  to  be  now,  whether 
the  continuance  of  our  commerce  can  be  expected 
without  more  naval  force  to  protect  it,  and  whether 
such  continuance  is  of  sufficient  value  to  the  coun- 
try to  justify  the  requisite  expenditure. 

Bat  J  come  again  to  the  queMJon,  What  is  a  suf- 
ficient Navy  to  protect  oar  commerce?  I  answer, 
sir,  it  is  a  Navy  sufficient  to  deter  ether  nations 
from  attacking  it.  In  this  case,  more  strongly, 
perhaps,  than  in  any  other,  we  see  the  witrfora  of 
theoldadagelhat"  prevention  is  better  than  cure." 
By  weakness  you  invite  aggression  firnm  other 
nations,  as  in  the  period  from  1800  to  1813,  and 
you  have  afterwards  to  obtain  satisfaotion  for 
Bach  attack*  by  expensive  negotiations,  and  per- 
haps by  war,  and  the  los*  of  immense  amounu  of 
money,  property,  and  valuable  lives.  If  we  pro- 
vide ourselves  with  a  mffieient  naval  armament  to 
command  respect  from  other  nations,  we  thereby 
prevent  the**  aggre**ion*,  and  save  all  this  treas- 
ure to  the  eouncry,  and  preserve  the  live*  of  valu-. 
able  citncena. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  stated  the  other  day,  when  I 
made  a  speech  upon  this  subject,  what  losa  we  are 
aappoaed  to  have  ■ustaineif  for  the  want  of  an 
appropriation  of  a  few  hundred  thofasand  dollars 
previoua  to  th*  war  of  1813.  That  los*  amounted 
to  greaUy  over  f  100,000,000,  am)  all  for  the  reason 
that  w*  did  not  make  provision  for  baitding  a  few 
more  veaael*  of  war. 

How  eame  those  aggression*  to  be  made  upon 
oar  commerce  by  France,  the  indemnity  for  which 
is  DOW  demanded  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States?  It  was  because  we  did  not  ha.*e  a  force 
■ufficient  to  protect  the  right*  of  our  citisens.  It 
waa  because  by  our  weaknea*  we  invited  aggres- 
nen. 

- 1  do  not  know  exactly  how  fhr  the  gentleinan 
from  Missouri  disagrees  witk  us,  except  that  he 
will  not  vote  fur  the  bill.  He  stated  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  a  sufficient  Navy  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce,  and  he  wanted  a  naval  policy.  So 
do  I,  bat  it  would  be  well  first  for  the  gentleinan 
to  develop  his  views,  give  us  hi*  policy,  *aT  how 
Many  cruiser*  he  wiefae*,  of  what  description, 
with  what  armament,  and  with  what  force.  Until 
he  does  that,  I  do  not  know  bow  far  be  disagree* 
with  us. 

With  these  ehips  added,  oar  Navy  will  not^k 
greater  than  it  ha*  been  heretofore.  It  is  nAt  pro- 
posed to  make  an  increase  of  our  naval  force  for 
the  purpose  of  offensive  operations,  but  simply 
and  solely  to  prepare  ourselves  forth*  contingency 
in  which  we  are  placed,  to  act  upon  the  defen*ive, 
and  to  guard  th*  righu  of  oureitisens  and  protect 
our  commerce. 

It  is  staled  by  somebody,  I  do  not  know  who, 
that  the  Oovemment  is  now  paying  |9,000  a  day 
for  a  steamboat  to  keep  reinforcements  from 
goin^  to  thk  relief  of  Captain  Walker.  Now, 
•ir,  if  we  are  obliged  to  pay  |9,0d0  a  day  for  a 
steamboat  for  this  purpose,  what  i*  the  reaeon  ? 
It  i*  because  yoa  have  an  inaafficientNaTy.  That 
is  an  additional  reaaon  why  we  ahould  p***'  this 
bill. 

Now,  sir,  as  I  stated  in  the  outset,  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  address  the  committee  upon  this 
subject,  except  in  reply  to  the  argumenU  of  ihe 
hoiiorable  gentleman  from  Missouri.  I  honestly 
believe  that  common  pradcnee  reqaire*  that  we 


should  build  these  vessels;  and  as  no  other  argu- 
ment has  been  advanced  in  opposition  to  it,  I  will 
lake  my  seat  without  detaining  the  committee 
further. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  As  the  debate 
has  been  closed  upon  this  bill,  I  ask  the  gentleawn 
from  Virginia  to  allow  me  to  occupy  a  portion  of 
his  time,  if  he  has  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
with  pleasure. 

Mr.  STANTON.  When  I  had  the  honor  of 
occupying  the  position  on  the  Naval  Committee 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  has  just 
taken  hie  seat,  now  occupies,  I  repeatedly  presented 
to  this  House  propositions  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
something  very  much  like  what  it  is  proposed  to  be 
done  in  this  bill.  But,  while  1  shall  vote  for  this 
bill,  believing  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  to  do  something  to 
increase' the  efiieiency  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  I  cannot  help  saying  thatl  oeree  in  almost 
everything  that  has  been  stated  by  Uie  honorable 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bentoi^.]  I  agree 
with  him  in  everything  he  has  said  in  relation  to 
squadrons,  and  in  relation  to  the  arrangement  of 
our  naval  foreea  for  the  protection  of  the  interests 
of  the  couDtry. 

Mr.  BOCOOK:.  I  undersUnd  ike  honorable 
member  from  Missouri  to  propose  tliat  we  should 
have  no  squadrons  at  all,  but  tfiat  we  ahould  send 
out  cruisers  from  our  navy-yards  whenever  a 
particular  service  is  to  be  performed.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  does  not  indorse  that 
doctrine,  for  1  confess  1  cannot  see  how  it  is  to 
be  enforced*  for  the  protection  of  the  country,  if 
each  ship  must  wait  for  orders  from  Waatiioglon 
before  it  is  detached  upon  any  particular  service. 
This  I  understand  to  be  the  policy  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  was  just  going  to  state, 
upon  this  point,  that  if  he  will  look  at  a  report 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  two 
sessions  ago,  he  will  find  that  I  proposed  exactly 
what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  now  proposes 
to  do.  I  proposed  that  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  should  be  separated  into  two  divis- 
ions, one  to  operateupon  the  Pacific,  and  the  other 
to  operate  upon  the  Atlantic.  I  endeavored,  in  a 
speeeh  which  1  made  upon  that  occasion,  as  the  gen- 
tleman will  see,  if  he  will  refer  to  the  report  in  the 
Congressional  Qlobe,  to  show  the  utter  useless- 
ness  of  our  squadrons  lying  in  port  in  idleness,  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  world,  as  they  have  done 
heretofore;  though  not  so  much  lately  as  in  former 
times. 

Myproposition  was,  in  general  terms,  simply 
this:  Thafwe  should  have  a  number  of  cruisers, 
not  fewer,  perhaps,  than  thenumber  of  vessels  now 
employed  in  oar  navy,  but  that  they  should  be 
started  regular  or  irregularly,  as  occasion  might 
require,  to  cruise  along  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific,  visit  the  various  consular  porta  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world ,  or  those  wnere  we  have  dip- 
kHnatic  agents  stationed,  and  then  return,  so  that 
they  would  visit  all  the  places  where  their  presence 
are  required  at  frequent  intervals,  and  by  which 
we  should  be  able  to  concentrate,  as  occasion  might 
require,  a  much  larger  force  than  we  are  able  to 
do  under  our  present  system.  It  would  be  more 
economical.  It  would  be  better  in  every  point  of 
▼tew. 

But  the  idea  which  I  was  about  to  present  here 
was,  thatl  differed  from  the  gentleman  from  Mia- 
*oari  [Mr.  Bcnton]  otdy  in  thiac  I  do  not 
consider  our  present  naval  force  too  large. '  I  do 
not  conaider  that  we  require  a  ^rsater  number  of 
vessels  than  we  now  possess,  if  they  be  of  the 
right  sort;  and  in  all  the  propositions  which  1 
have  ever  had  the  honor  to  make  before  this 
committee  for  increasing  the  Navy,  I  have  uni- 
fortnly  urged  it  on  the  ground  of  renovation,  and 
not  of  incrcaac;  on  the  gronnd  of  substituting  bet- 
ter vessels,  Tessels  more  oonformable  to  modern 
science  than  those  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government.  And  it  is  for  tnis  purpose  only 
that  I  am  williae-to  vote  for  the  six  steamers  pro- 
vided by  the  bill  presented  by  the  hononble 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bococa.]      * 

But  it  is  said  by  that  gentleman,  and  very  truly, 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  now 
paying  a  very  laige amount toemployastcamboat 
fur  certain  purposes  in  the  Paoifie  ocean.  Why  is 
that  ?  It  is  for  the  very  reaaon,  solely/arlhe  reason, 
tliat  aU  onr  vessels— Bometliiiig  Uke  6ily— in  com- 


mission,as  the  Navy  Register  shows,  ora  greater 
part  of  them,  ar^  now  idle  on  their  foreign  statiohs. 
If  the  system  I  proposed,  and  which  I  have  merely 
glanced  at  here,  ha!d  been  adopted,  there  would 
not  have  been  any  thirty  days  in  the  year,  or 
perhaps  any  fifteen,  in  which  a  vessel  of  laice 
force  would  not  have  made  her  appearance  in  the 
harbor  of  San  Francisco,  and  been  ready  for  any 
service  which  theGovernment  might  require;  and 
the  state  of  things  which  the  gen^man  now  rep- 
resenu  to  exist  at  San  Francisco  would  not  have 
happened. 

Thisisall  I  desire  to  say.  I  did  not  expect  to 
say  a  word  on  the  subject  of  this  bill.  I  have 
been  its  friend  from  the  moment  it  was  intro- 
duced, and  have  voted  for  every  proposition  to 
bring  it  liefore  the  House,  with  the  bdief  that  it 
would  go  through  without  discussion. 

Mr.  BOCOCE.  I  do  not  like  to  detain  the 
committee,  but  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  what 
squadron  of  vessels  is  needlessly  employed  at  the 
present  time? 

Mr.  STANTON,    l^at  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  I  move  to  add 
the  following  to  the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill: 

That  three  of  the  nid  steamships  slislll>e  pot  under  con- 
tract by  ihe  Secretary  of  tile  Navy,  giving  both  hulls  and 
eniines  tn  one  conuactor;  na  eonltoclOr  to  build  more  thou 
one  ship  and  one  enflne. 

I  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn — and  I  have  accurate  information  on  the 
subject — the  vessels  at  our  navy-yards,  and, 
although  we  have  a  great  number  of  them,  cost 
more  than  good  vessels  can  be  built  for  by  private 
contract.  Nay,  I  will  go  further,  and  sa^  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  same  character  of*^  ships 
have  been  well  built  by  private  contract  for  one 
half  the  amount  we  have  to  pay  for  their  building 
at  our  navy-yards.  This  is  an  important  matter. 
I  know  that  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy.  I  should  prefer  that  the 
committee  would  give  specific  instructions,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  which  I  have  haa  the 
honor  to  propose,  so  that  he  may  have  three  of 
the  six  steamships  built  by  private  contract;  for  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  can  (>e  constructed,  and  as 
well  constructed,  by  private  contract  with  ship- 
builders in  New  York,  or  elsewhere.  I  would 
raUier  see  that  done  than  that  the  whole  of  the 
vessels  ahould  be  lef^  to  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  be  built  at  the  navy-yards. 

I  know  how  strong  the  feeling  is  in  some  quar- 
ters to  have  these  vessels  buiri  in  Virginia,  in 
Pennsylvania,  or  in  New  York;  but  I  think  the 
interests  of  the  Government  should  not  be  allowed 
to  suffer  in  this  matter  by  considerations  of  that 
nature. 

If  these  vessels  are  to  be  buih  in  any  reasona- 
ble given  time,  they  can  be  built  much  more  rap- 
idly by  private  individuals  than  at  thenflvy-yaids 
of  the  Government. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  eminent  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Bkntok]  haa  expressed  the  senti- 
menu  which  we  have  heard  from  him  to-day,  at 
this  time,  upon  this  floor.  They  are  very  sugges- 
tive and  important,  coming  from  such  a  source. 

I  was  struck  with  Ihe  remarks  made  the  day 
before  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Lton,]  in  relation  to  the  Navy  of  our 
country.  1  am  on*  of  those  who  believe  that  w* 
do  not  want  a  Navy  as  large  as  that  of  England 
or  of  France.  I  believe  that  if  we  could  hwre 
such  a  Navy  at  once,  and  create  a  class  of  men 
such  as  is  necessary  to  keep  it  up,  by  merely 
aayingone  word,  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  Government  to  reject  such  a  Navy. 

I  beHeve  that,  as  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
has  well  said,  there  is  a  atrong  tendescy  at  thia 
time  to  obtain  a  Navy  for  the  purpose  of  aggres- 
sion*. I  desire  to  bear  my  testimony— feeble 
though  it  may  be— against  the  spirit,  in  which  the 
decliuution  was  madfe  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Lton]  the  otherday,  that  we  wanted 
US  make  a  descent  upon  Cuba,  and  in  which  the 
oomparisan  was  made  between  our  naval  weak- 
ness and  the  strength  of  Elogland.  I  do  not  go 
for  that  doctrine.  I  believe  that  our  xeot  com- 
merce is  onr  best  protection;  that  ourmighty  ships 
whiuning  every  sea,  and  our  aplendiil  yeaseta, 
(such  as  the  Collins  line  going  into  Liverpool, and 
the  lines  going  into  Havre  and  other  ports,)  are 
just  as  much  a  protection,  and  an  evidence  of  our 
power,  as  if  th^  carried  a  hundred  guns  each. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


806 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  30, 


I  diaaent  from  the  opinion  expresaed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Commitlee  on  Naval  Affairs.  I 
believe  thai  the  more  extensive  our  commerce, 
the  greater  protection  it  is  to  us.  We  are  not 
nowaa  we  were  in  1812.  We  are,  and  we  are 
felt  to  be,  a  mighty  Power,  and  every  nation  in 
the  world  would  be  cautious  how  they  assailed  us, 
for  any  conxideration.  It  cannot  be  done  in  a 
moment.  Naitoiis  do  not  precipitate  war  now. 
Look  at  the  condirion  of  Europe  at  this  moment. 
How  lone  have  England  and  France  refrained 
from  striking  a  blow  even  at  Russia,  with  whom 
they  have  comparatively  little  commercial  inter- 
course? But  let  England  or  France  be  brought 
to  face  us,  could  she  strike  a  blow  without  carry- 
ingit  home?  It  would  be strikingatherown  heart. 
We  need  not  be  alarmed.  There  is  no  danger  of 
those  great  nations  pouncing  upon  us  as  long  aa 
we  are  bound  to  ihem  by  the  ties  of  a  vast  com- 
mercial intercourse. 

No,  sir;  I  tell  you  that  if  we  nre  for  obtaininga 
Navy,  the  object  is  to  pounce  on  some  weak  Power 
and  to  extend  our  own  area  of  territory,  perhaps 
I'  not  for  the  wisest  and  best  purposes  either.  But 
1  will  only  allude  to  that.  I  fear  it  is  the  case; 
and,  air,  when  the  sentiment  uttered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Lyon]  was  received 
with  applause  in  this  House,  I  almost  thought  I 
must  be  in  an  assembly  of  fillibustera,  rather  than 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Now,  I  am 
opposed  to  this  feeling,  and  1  trust  the  sense  of 
the  country  is  with  me. 

Mr.  GUMMING.  I  am  entirely  bpposed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island.  I  should  much  prefer,  if  we  are  to  givcthe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  any  directions,  to  matruct 
him  to  have  all  these  vessels  built  in  the  public 
dock-yards.  I  know  from  personal  experience, 
and  I  believe  every  gentleman  here  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  subject  will  agree 
with  me,  that  vessels  built  by  contract  have  dis- 
honored, not  only  the  Navy,  but  the  country.  1 
believe  that  the  building  of  a  military  marine  by 
contract  has  the  effect  of  ruining  it,  and  risking 
not  only  the  honor  of  the  country,  but  the  lives  of 
the  men  who  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
tect that  honor.  The  best  vessels  that  we  have 
ever  hod  in  our  Navy  have  been  constructed  in 
our  dock-yards;  and  the  most  worthless  vessels 
that  we  have  ever  had  have  been  built  by  con- 
tract. 

The  latest  batch  of  vessels  added  to  the  Navy — 
the  Portsmouth,  theGermantown,  the  Albany,  the 
St.  Mary's,  and  the  rest  of  that  class,  all  of  which 
were  launched  from  our  dock-yards — are  decidedly 
the  finest  ships  upon  the  sea.  Some  of  them  have 
made  passages  scarcely  surpassed,  if  paralleled, 
in  the  records  of  navigation. 

The  much  and  justly  vaunted  clipper  ships, 
which  have  added  so  greotly  to  our  maritime  re- 
nown, and  have  commanded  the  admiration  of  the 
world,  had  their  origin  in  the  United  States  ship 
Portsmouth. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  frigate  Hudson  was 
bnilt  by  contract,  under  circumstances  which,  if 
there  be  any  honor  in  the  human  breast,  should 
have  impelled  her  constructors  to  have  made  her 
of  the  best  materials  and  of  the  best  workman- 
ship. Sir,  she  was  built  by  money  extracted 
from  the  tears  of  the  oppressed  and  suffering 
Greeks,  and  from  the  hearts  of  those  who  in 
this  country  sympatized  with  them  in  their  strug- 
gle for  liberty.  Afier  she  was  launched  and 
equipped,  she  was  purchased  by  the  United  States. 
She  made  but  a  single  cruise.  She  returned  in 
such  condition  thst  she  was  not  even  fit  to  be  re- 
paired; and  we  have  again  very  lately  seen  a 
beautiful  illustration  of  thecontractsystem,  in  the 
batch  of  revenue  cutters  built  for  the  Treasury 
Department. 

A  Member.  Was  the  Hudson  built  by  con- 
tract? 

Mr.  GUMMING.  Not  by  Government  con- 
tract, but  under  contract  with  aprivate  ship-yard. 
I  think  with  all  our  pretensions  to  skill,  which 
is  undoubted,  there  should  be  no  objections  to 
following  a  good  example.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment, taught  by  expenence,  have  recently  com- 
pleted, at  Keyhain,  nextto  Plymouth  dock-yard, 
an  establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  steam 
machinery,  and  all  the  appliances  necessary  for 
the  equipment  of  their  steam  fleets,  at  a  cost  of 
•^,000,000;  and  the  French  have  a  similar  eatab- 


lisbment  on  the  Loire.    These  Governments  had 

'  fully  tried  the  contract  system,  and  found  it  vould 
\  not  work;  and  that,  alilmugh  the  work  in  the  dock- 
yards appeared  someliines  to  j)rogresa  slowly  and 
{  expensively,  yet   in  the  end    it  was  found  that  it 
was  cheapest  and  most  reliable. 

The  British  Government  not  only  build  and 
equip  their  ships  almost  exclusively  in  their  own 
yards,  but  I  am  of  the  impression  ihot  even  their 
provisions  ore  prepared  in  their  own  establishment; 
and  I  do  knoui  that  in  France  there  is  no  security 
even  for  the  purity  of  that  most  essential  article  of 
ship  stores,  bread,  unless  the  wheat  is  purchased 
by  the  Government,  and  ground  and  baked  in 
their  own  dock-yards. 

There  are  other  matters  connected  with  this 
important  subject  upon  which  I  should  like  to  en- 
large, but  my  limited  lime  will  not  permit. 

It  has  become  the  fashion  to  decry  our  national 
ships.  1  can  only  say,  after  an  actual  service  at 
sea  of  six  yrors  In  these  ships,  that  in  various 
parts  of  t^e  world,  and  on  many  occasions,  I  have 
seen  their  qualities  tested ;  and  1  never  saw  one  of 
them  beaten.  I  have  witnessed  trials  with  single 
ships  and  with  fleets;  and  in  one  trial,  which 
I  remember  with  pride  and  pleasure,  I  was  on 
board  an  American  frigate,  built  in  our  much-de- 
nounced dock-yards,  which  beat  fairly,  upon  a 
challenge,  a  large  fleet  of  the  finest  ships  in  the 
British  Navy;  and  the  gallant  admiral  in  com- 
mand, by  "  setting  his  top  gallant  aaila,"  acknowl- 
edged the  "defeat;"  but,  Mr.  Chairman 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Davis's 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  honda  of  Asbort  Dickins,  its  Secretary, 
informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed 
a  bill  of  the  following  title:  Senate  bill  No.  298, 
being  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Guzman,  of 
Louisiana;"  also,  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  Senate  resiolution  No.  1,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  expenses  of  codi- 
fying and  revising  the  revenue  laws;  also,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  notified  the  Senate  that  he  had  ap- 
proved and  signed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
viz:  Senate  resolution  No.  12,  being  a  resolution 
accepting  certain  volumes  and  medals  presented 
by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
United  Slates;  Senate  bill  No.  28,  being  on  act 
for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  londs  reserved  for  rail- 
road purposes;  Senate  bill  No.  39,  being  an  act 
to  extend  the  warehousing  system,  by  establish- 
ing private  bonded  warenouses,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  Senate  bill  No.  151,  being  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  George  G.  Bishop,  and  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Arnold,  deceased.] 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, as  follows:  Insert  after  the  word  "  frigates" 
the  words  "  and  two  sloopsof-war." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  deeply  regretted,  when  I  heard 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bekton,] 
for  I  thought  thai  if  there  were  one  thing  which 
the  public  sentimentof  the  country  seemed  to  con- 
cur in,  it  was  that  our  naval  force  was  utterly  in- 
adequate and  inefficient  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  Is  required.  And,  sir,  1  turned  instinctively  to 
that  gentleman,  whose  character  and  influence  en- 
titlenim  to  great  weight  and  consideration  on  this 
floor,  and  expected  that  he  would  give  proper  di- 
rection and  tone  to  the  measure  which  is  called  for 
— as  I  conceive — by  the  public  necessities.  If  I 
understood  aright  the  tone  and  tenor  of  the  gen- 
tleman's remarks,  there  can  be  but  one  view  of  his 
policy.  It  is  a  policy  which  would  shut  up  our 
commerce  within  our  own  boundaries.  If  we  are 
to  confine  our  commerce  to  ourselves;  if  we  are  to 
have  an  internal,  not  an  external  commerce,  then 
indeed  the  policy  which  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  recommends  might  be  the 
proper  one.  But  if  we  are  to  give  encouragement 
to  our  external  commerce;  if  we  are  to  increase 
our  relations  with  foreign  Powers;  if  we  are  to  in- 
crease our  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  then, 
sir,  on  that  great  highway  of  nations — the  ocean 
— must  we  have  a  power  adequate  to  protect,  and 
commensurate  with  that  commerce. 

But,  sir,  we  hear  everywhere  the  question 
mooted  aa  to  territorial  balance  of  power.    Sir, 


there  is  another  balance  of  power  to  which  oar 
attention  must  bedirected.  It  is  the  maritime  bal- 
ance of  power.  That  power  depends  on  Ibeques- 
tion  of  commerce.  It  is  the  struggle  of  commerce 
that  is  now  going  on  among  the  nations  of  the 
world — that  commerce  which  finds  its  pathway 
on  the  ocean.  And  it  is  there  that  the  true  ques- 
tion of  the  balance  of  power  is  to  be  fought  and 
won. 

I  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  ihat  if  we  desire  to  in- 
crease our  commercial  relations;  ifwe  desire  to  see 
the  power  and  commerce  of  this  country  progreaa- 
ing,  we  must  increase  extensively  the  power  for 
its  protection. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Datk] 
says  that  his  idea  is,  that  as  you  increase  your 
commerce  and  yeur  merchant  vessels,  so  you 
strengthen  yourselves.  Why,  sir,  it  seema  to 
me,  that  as  you  extend  your  commerce  to  foreign 
ports,  you  expone  more  points  to  attack.  As  you 
send  your  vessels  further  and  further  from  home, 
into  remote  and  still  remoter  seas,  does  that  give 
you  strength  ?  Or  is  it  not,  in  truth,  an  exposure 
at  ao  many  more  distant  points,  requiring  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government  more  and  more  protec- 
tion, just  in  proportion  to  that  extension  ? 

Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman's  peculiar 
apprehensions  have  colored  his  argument  upon 
this  question.  He  is  fearful  that  these  vesaela 
may  be  wanted  for  Cuba.  If  our  national  honor 
is  to  be  vindicated  even  in  Cuba,  does  the  gentle- 
man say  that  we  ought  not  to  have  a  national 
power  wherewith  to  vindicate  our  national  honor? 
Yes,  sir,  even  in  Cuba,  where  recent  outrages 
were  perpetrated  upon  our  commerce,  and  where 
past  outrages  hove  also  been  perpetrated,  which 
are  yet  unrequited  and  unatoned  for,  if  they  do 
call  for  an  increase  of  national  force  for  the  pro- 
tection of  national  interents  and  honor,  I  regret  to 
hear  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  say  that 
he  is  opposed  to  the  creation  of  means  which  mx» 
necessary  for  that  protection  and  defense. 

Let  us  pursue  these  things  calmly  and  in  a 
proper  spirit.  Let  ua  compare  our  present  Navy 
with  our  past  Navy.  Let  us  compare  our  present 
commerce  with  our  past  commerce.  Let  ua  com- 
pare our  preaent  line  of  aea-coast,  confined  origin- 
ally to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  with  that  after- 
wards added  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  that 
finally  acquired  upon  the  Pacific  coast.  Compare, 
1  say,  your  commerce  of  the  two  periods,  and 
your  linesof  sea-coast,  and  then  compare  llie  pres- 
ent with  the  past  efficiency  of  the  Navy.  I  will 
ask  you  to  compare  it  with  the  other  nations  of 
the  earth.  While  our  commercial  marine,  if  I 
mistake  not,  is  the  first  in  point  of  tonnage,  our 
naval  focce  is  the  fifth,  in  comparison  with  other 
nations. 

(Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  'BOCOCK.      I  presume,  Mr.  Chnirmao, 
this  will  be  a  test  vote  in  reference  to  the  propri- 
ety of  increasing  tke  number  of  vessels  to  be  buUt 
under  the  provisions   of  this   bill.     I   shall   vota 
against  the  increase,  because  I  hod  rather  pass  this 
bill,  authorizing  the  construction  of  six    vesKels, 
than  to  run  the  risk  of  attempting  lo  gel  more. 
In  other  words,  1  would  rather  go  ior  what  I  think 
we  can  get,  than  to  go  for  what  I  think  we  ought 
to  have,  and  run  the  risk  of  losing  all. 
A  Member.     You  need  not  lose  all. 
Mr.  BOCOCK.     The  gentleman  tells   me   we 
0eed  not  do  it.     It  has  not  been  many  weeks  since 
a  bill  was  pending  In  this  committee  called  the  de- 
ficiency bill.     I   recollect  a   good    many   amend- 
ments were  ingrafted  upon   it  by  the  committee, 
and, among  others, certain  ones  for  the  completion 
of  custom-houses  and  marine  hospitals.     The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  the  House  voted  them 
all  in,  and  then  voted  down  the  bill  because  they 
hod  been  incorporated  in  it.     Now,  sir,  there  ara 
gentlemen  in  this  commiilee  who  would   be   ilisJ 
posed  to  vote  for  this  amendment,   becouse    they 
really  wished  the  number  ofvessela  to  be  increase*!; 
but  there  are  others,  not  friends  to  the  bill,  whO| 
also  may  vote  for  this  increase  in  committee,  euidi 
vote  to  put  them  in  in  the  House,  for  the  purposi  ' 
of  rendering  the  whole  thing  obnoxious  to    thosi 
who  would  be  disposed  to  provide  for  a  less  nuna 
ber,  and  thereby  defeat  the  bill.     1  know  the  pol- 
icy which  is  very  often  adopted  to  defeat  a  m 
ure,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  run  any  such  risk  ia' 
this  instance. 

I  will  make  another  statement  to  show  that  i 
ia  not  necessary  in  this  bill  to  make  such 
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crease.  Thit  is  a  House  bin.  There  is  another 
bill,  propoainf;  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose, 
coming  from  the  Senate,  lower  down  on  the  Cal- 
endar. Now,  should  any  emergency  arise)  in 
consequence  of  which  the  House  might  desire  to 
provide  for  a  lari^r  nomber  of  vessels,  thejr  might 
take  up  the  Senate  bill  and  amend  it,  if  they 
choose,  by  striking  out  **  fi-igates  "  and  inserting 
"  sloops,"  or  make  any  amendment  they  may 
lleem  necessary  to  provide  for  airy  exigency  that 
may  arise.  But,  in  my  humble  judgment,  it 
would  be  better  not  to  increase  the  number  pro> 
vided  for  in  this  bill> 

Mr.  LYON.  1  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  fVom  Alabama  by  striking  out 
*'  two  '  and  inserting  "  six, "  so  as  to  make 
twelve  in  all. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  surprised  at  the  ex- 
pressions I  have  beard  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  in  regard  to  his  vote  upon  the  proposi- 
tion to  add  a  provision  for  two  sloops-of-war, 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  I  am 
surprised  that  expediency  should  have  taken  pos- 
session of  the  gentleman,  instead  of  what  he  ad- 
mits be  believes  to  be  best  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  country.  The  gentlemen  admits  that  he 
believes  the  interests  of  the  country  require  the 
increase  of  this  number  from  six  to  twelve,  and 
I  am  surprised  that  he  should  imagine  that  that 
would  kill  the  bill.  I  can  tell  that  gentieman 
there  is  more  patriotism  in  this  House  than  he 
imagines.  1  can  tell  him  that  there  are  men  upon 
this  floor  who  are  willing  to  defend  the  rights  of 
the  people  upon  our  sea-boards,  and  to  defoul  the 
rights  of  our  cilizens  in  foreign  lands.  If  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  country  are  at  the  heart, 
wby  not  go  for  a  just  and  proper  increase,  and 
not  hesitate  from  considerations  of  expediency? 
Sir,  expediency  belongs  to  the  scheming  poli- 
ticians who  existed  in  the  days  of  Noah,  when 
he  was  building  his  ark.  They  laughed  at  him; 
they  said  it  was  too  big — that  the  expense  of 
building  it  was  too  great;  but  when  the  deluge 
came,  it  preserved  him,  while  they  were  engulfwl 
and  destroyed.   [Laughter.] 

Now,  sir,  we  have  a  deluge  of  revolutions;  The 
whole  earth  is  being  revoluuonlzed.  You  cannot 
point  to  a  country,  with  a  map  of  the  world  spread 
out  before  you,  where  great  convulsions  are  not 
taking  place.  You  see  China;  you  see  India;  you 
oee  Persia;  you  see  Russia;  you  see  England;  you 
see  France;  you  see  South  America — and  even 
in  North  America,  here  in  this  Hall,  you  see 
Nebraska  threatening  us  with  revolution  as  if  Bel- 
lona  had  been  invoked. 

Sir,  let  us  be  prepared.  We  have  been  asked, 
what  are  our  vessels  of  war  doing  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean? 1  can  tell  you  what  one  of  them  has 
done:  It  has  sailed  eleven  thousand  miles  in  nins 
months,  and  Ood_  knows  you  would  not  have  it 
CO  any  faster.  I 'can  tell  you  what  another  has 
done:  It  has  protected  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lonica  who  sought  protection  on  board  of  it,  for 
fear  of  being  massacred  by  the  Turks.  I  can  tell 
you  what  another  has  done:  It  has  protected  the 
■aissionariea  who  were  sent  to  preach  the  gospel 
at  Beyroot  and  at  Constantinople.  I  can  tell  you 
what  (mother  has  done:  It  has  been  in  the  harbor 
of  Naples,  and  patriots  have  been  on  board  of  it 
when  they  would  have  been  hunted  down  as  if 
they  had  been  poor  harts  before  the  wolves  of  the 
forest  of  despotism.  That  is  what  they  have  been 
doing,  a  pood,  wholesome  work,  and  one  which 
the  American  people  will  vindicate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.    In  Smyrna,  too. 

Mr.  LYON.  Yes;  one  of  them  has  l>een  in 
Smyrna,  loo.  The  President  himself  stols  the 
sunshine  from  South  Carolina's  son  to  gild  his 
message.    [Laughter.] 

One  word  further.  Let  as  have  these  twelve 
sloops  of  war.  I  will  not  say  that  gentlemen  will 
vote  for  the  amendment  to  kill  thebill.  I  will  not 
impugn  their  motives.  I  have  too  high  respect 
for  their  intelligence  and  their  honor;  utd'l  mast 
say,  that  I  am  sorry  to  differ  from  my  friend,  the 
distinguished,  venerable,  and  learned  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  who  stands  in  this  House  as  one 
of  the  lofty  columns  of  the  Parthenon,  the  sole 
rsmaining  one  of  a  generation  passed  away.  But, 
sir,  we  live  in  young  America.  [Laughter.]  We 
live  in  a  progressive  age;  and  the  same  spirit 
alluded  to  by  ray  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bo- 
coca]  yesterday — the  spirit  of  manifest  dsstiny — 
is  in  our  brain;  it  is  in  our  heart;  it  ihroba  in  our 


nerves.  We  cannot  get  rid  of  it.  I  would  as 
quick  think  of  stopping— -~ 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.j 

Mr.  LYON.    1  havejust  one  word  more. 

[Cries  of  "GTo  on  I  "J 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
committee  that  the  gentleman  shall  be  allowed  to 
proceed? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  object. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very 
glad  that  it  was  not  my  objection  which  caused 
my  eloquent  friend  from  New  York  to  take  his 
seat,  1  cordially  sympathize  in  alt  that  he  has 
uttered  in  behalf  of  the  Navy.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  ever  heud  a  more  eloquent  advocate 
of  that  relic  of  good  old  times.  Sir,  I  am  a  friend 
of  the  Navy,  though  I  am  afraid,  from  the  hint  I 
have  received  from  the  chairman  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  that  I  ehall  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  amendmentwhich  thegentleman  from 
New  York  desires  to  see  incorporated  in  the  bill. 

I  go  for  ships  in  this  case — snips  of  safety  and 
of  all  kinds,  from  that  old  seventy-four  which  the 
gentleman  has  embalmed  in  hia  speech  before  the 
committee,  down  to  the  little  sloop-of-war  in 
which  Moses  got  off.  They  were  all  good  things 
all  got  up  for  good  purposes,  and  all  maintained 
for  good  and  great  ends.  I  am  afraid,  however, 
that  if  we  attempt  to  hitch  the  whole  fleet  on, 
we  shall  be  unable  to  get  out  of  the  channel  at  this 
time.  I  am  free  to  say  that  there  lies  before  me 
an  amendment,  which  I  was  prepared  to  offer,  an- 
ticipating the  very  one  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  suggested ;  but  I  am  driven  from 
action  on  it  by  the  Tear  that,  putting  on  too  much, 
we  shall  lose  the  whole. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  Navy  is  not  merely  for 
glory,  but  that  it  is  to  be  the  safety  of  our  nation; 
and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  quote  the  great 
patriarch  of  his  party  against  the  enlargement  of 
the  Navy,  unless,  at  the  same  time,  he  should  have 
said  that  the  caution  of  that  great  and  good  man, 
now  dead,  would  lose  its  force  from  the  new  cir- 
cumstances in  which  this  country  is  placed.  If 
there  was  an  error  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  administra- 
tion; if  there  was  one  fault  which  crept  into  his 
mind,  it  was  that  regarding  the  Navy;  and  his 
friends  and  all  America  should  have  covered  it 
from  the  observation  of  the  world.  Experience 
has  shown  us  that  we  require  a  Navy;  that  our 
extended  coast  needs  defense,  and  that  all  that 
we  possess  of  military  honor,  all  that  we  have  of 
commercial  enterprise,  all  that  we  boast  of  of  com- 
mercial success,  rests  in  a  very  great  degree  upon 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  Navy. 

Sir,  like  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, my  memory  goes  back  thirty  or  forty  years, 
and  I  shall  never  forget ,  that  when  the  spirits  of 
the  country  drooped  under  the  defeats  of  our 
army  upon  our  frontier,  before  our  raw  militia 
had  been  brought  into  full  exercise  and  schooled 
into  courage — J  shall  never  forget  the  glorious  up- 
rising of  the  sun  from  the  ocean  when  the  Consti- 
tution spoke  in  tones  of  thunder  to  the  British  ves- 
sel, and  in  tones  of  gratulation  tn  every  American 
ear.  From  that  moment  the  Navy  of  our  country 
became  baptized  in  the  affections  of  the  people;  it 
lost  all  party  diaracter;  it  ceased  to  be  tlie  tool  or 
the  measure  of  this  or  of  that  party,  and  it  became 
a  great  national  engine — an  institution  to  advance 
the  glory  of  our  country,  and  to  protect  and  insure 
its  prosperity. 

Sir,  I  sould  vote  cheerfully  for  an  addition  to 
this  bill  if  I  did  not  fear,' from  what  has  fallen 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  that  such  an  attempt  might  weaken  the 
bill.  I  would,  therefore,  rather  trust  to  the  bill 
before  us  as  it  stands;  and  when  I  ascertain,  as  I 
undoubtedly  shall  by  the  vote  on  this  bill,  that 
there  is  a  sentiment  in  the  House  favorable  to  a 
further  enlargementoftheNavy,  I  will  most  cheer- 
fully vote  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill  and  provide 
by  It  for  a  still  further  increase. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the  amend- 
ment of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Ltok.]  It  is  a  vsry 
important  one,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

'Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ltsm'i 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  re- 
jected. ' 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Philups's  amend- 
ment. 


Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  1  offer  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment: 

Providtd,  Thii  two  of  the  yeuels  berdu  provided  fiir 
shall  b«  constructed  un  the  MistiuippI  river. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  offtsr 
that  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment? 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  propose  it  as  such,  if  it  in 
appropriate.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  Iho 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  is. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  My  amendment  is  to  add 
two  sloops-of-war. 

Mr.  Stanton.  Then  l  presume  my  amend- 
ment is  as  appropriate  here  as  it  would  be  any- 
where else.  I  offer  it,  not  with  any  expectation 
that  it  will  be  adopted  by  the  committee,  but  in 
order  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  reference  to  what  has  been  said  in  the 
debate  to-day  about  the  navy-yards  now  owned 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I  pre- 
sume it  will  be.  conceded  on  all  hands,  and  espe- 
cially by  those  gentlemen  who  favor  an  increase  of 
the  Navy,  that  some  such  establishments  ars 
necessary.  So,  when  gentlemen  tell  us  that  on* 
of  these  great  establishments  is  necessary  on  tk* 
Atlantic  coast,  and  that  a  large  establishment  i* 
necessary  on  the  Pacific  coast,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  I  think  an  iqiportant  establishment  of  this 
kind  necessary  on  the  Mississippi  river,  for  th* 
purpose  of  bringing  within  the  power  of  the  Qkmt- 
ernment,  at  its  easy  command,  the  vast  and 
illimitable  resources  of  the  Mississippi  rivei^—ita 
resources  not  only  in  material  for  tbs  eonstruction 
of  our  ships  and  our  naval  armament,  but  mai»- 
rial  in  manning  those  ships. 

I  know  that  there  hua  been  a  great  prejudice 
excited  against  the  establishmentalrsady  existing 
on  the  Mississippi  river.  I  have  seen  some  hos- 
tility manifested  against  it  in  this  House.  I  be- 
lieve that  as  long  as  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  maintains  a  navy — and  I  believe  it  is  highly 
important  that  they  should  maintain  a  moderate 
navy — it  will  be  equally  imporyiat  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  taking  advantage  of  the  great  resources 
of  the  Mississippi  valley.  It  will  be  an  evil  day 
for  the  country,  if  it  expects  to  defei)|}  itself  upon 
the  ocean  in  any  important  emergency,  when  that 
establishment  shall  be  stricken  down.  There  is 
one  question  that  ought  to  be  considered  by  the 
House  before  any  of  these  propositions  are  adopted. 
I  have  no  hostility  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  |;enlleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  PaiLLirt,J 
provided  it  be  ')>roposed  with  the  view  of  substt- 
tuting  better  ships  for  the  inferior  ones  now  in  the 
Navy. 

In  the  prospect  of  war  or  difScuIty,  where  any 
great  service  was  to  be  performed  by  the  Navy,  1 
would  vote  for  twenty  ships,  or  one  hundred,  if  it 
was  deemed  necessary;  but  I  do  not  see  any 
such  necessity  at  the  present  time.  If  we  renovate 
the  Navy  entirely — if  we  substitute  for  existing 
vessels  those  of  a  better  character,  we  shall  do  aU 
that  is  necessary  for  the  present  service  of  th* 
country.  Let  us  consider  what  will  be  required  to 
keep  up  these  vessels,  if  we  add  a  dozen  new 
steamers  at  the  present  time  to  our  present  force, 
and  whether  there  is  any  emergency  calling  for 
any  such  increase.  If  gentlemen  are  looking  to 
the  acquisition  of  Cuba — if  they  are  looking  to  a 
war  with  Spain  or  Great '  Britain — if  that  is  th* 
avowed  purpose  for  making  this  addition  to  our 
Navy — if  thsre  is  any  real  apprehension,  danger,  or 
difficulty  from  that  quarter — I  repeat,  that  I  shall 
be  willing  to  vote  for  this  or  any  other  increase 

FHere  the  hammer  fell.]      ^ 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Stanton.]  I  propose  to  make  a  remark  or  two 
very  much  to  the  same  purpose  as  he  did,  merely 
to  illustrate  this  idea.  While  4his  committee  ar* 
being  instructed  and  entertained,  1  have  no  doubt, 
by  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  in  relation 
to  building  up  the  msleriei  of  our  Navy,  I  desire 
to  call  attention  in  this  connection — as  I  think, 
properly,  too— to  the  ptnonnH  of  the  Navy.  Th* 
valreyof  the  Mississippi  may  be  rich  and  produc- 
tive in  the  siafcrtel  of  the  Navy;  but  where  are  w* 
to  go  for  the  men  that  ar*  to  roan  it,  is  a  very  per- 
tinent qufstion,  in  my  judgment.  In  response  to 
that  question,  I  will  suegest  an  idea  which  I  hop* 
will  be  considered  by  the  committee.  You  are  to 
go  into  the  rugged  and  boisterous  high  seas  on 
our  nortbeaatern  frontier,  among  the  fiahermsn. 
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That  is  where  the  men  learn  ihe  life  of  the  sea. 
There  are  to  be  found  the  men  who  can  man  your 
shijis-of-war,  and  carry  your  flag  gallantly  in  the 
harbor  of  Smyrna,  or  m  any  other  harbor  on  this 
habitable  globe. 

In  this  connection,  sir,  and  while  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  is  exhausted  and  nonplussed,  and 
while  your  ships  of  war  are  lying  idle  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  you  want  strong  arms  and 
brave  hearts  to  man  these  ships.  I  will  say  that 
it  is  on  the  nonhertstern  coast  that  su(5h  men  are 
to  be  found.  And  yet,  sir,  our  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — and  1  hate  to  refer  to  him,  for  he  is 
my  favorite  officer  in  the  Government — asks  you 
to  abolish  your  bounties  on  fishinf;  vessels,  which 
is  the  very  school  where  the  personnel  of  your 
"Jfavy  is  made,  tiained,  and  educated.  Now,  sir, 
i  do  not  know  but  that  the  rich  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  hundreds  of  steamers  on  her 
Hver,firoduces  brave  and  gallant  men.  I  have  no 
Boubt  but  these  steamers  are  manned  by  able  men 
^nd  skillful  engineers.  But,  in  my  judgment, 
■hey  are  no  more  fit  or  suitable  to  man  our  Navy 
Iban  our  agriculturists  would  be.  And,  in  this 
lionnection,  sir,  1  say,  that  while  I,  for  one,  care 
not  where  these  vessels  are  built,  yet  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  proper  relations  between 
the  materiel  and  the  personnel  of  our  Navy  are  to 
1>e  guarded  and  provided  for. 
I  The  question  was  tnken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
Amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 
^  Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  an 
^amendment — in  the  nature  of  a  proviso — to  the 
Prst  section  now  in  order.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.     An   amendment   to   the 
■mendmenl  is  alone  in  order.   There  is  an  amend- 
nent  pending,  olTered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
ama,  [Mr.  Puillips,]  on  which  tellers  have  been 
lemanded. 

Mr.  GROW.    Is  an  amendment  to  that  aroend- 
Bent  now  in  order? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    Yes,  sir;  it  is  in  order. 
Mr.  GROW.     I  move  to  strike'  out  the  word 
'  two  "  in  the  amendment,  and  insert  the  word 
^"one." 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  3d  of  December,  1847, 
liis  Goveifiment  made  a  contract  with  the  Collins 
iteamship  company,  as  it  is  called,  for  building 
'our  firsi-closs  steamers,  lo  be  used  in  time  of  war 
a  ships  of  our  Navy.  We  paid  a  large  amount 
or  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  taking  the  vessels  at  cost,  should  we  need 
hem.  The  Government  made  another  contract 
or  the  transportation  of  the  mails  between  New 
ITork  and  New  Orleans  with  Messrs.  Sloo  & 
I  for  furni.shing  five  .sieamshlps  under  similar 
ondilions.  Then,  in  1852,  we  increased  llie  an- 
uol  appropriation  to  the  Collins  line  §23G,500, 
naking  the  amount  of  money  now  paid  lo  that 
line  of  steamships  ^58,00(1  per  year.  This  last 
ippropriation  was  made  on  the  condition  that  the 
iovernment  should  be  at  liberty  to  terminate  the 
ontract  at  any  time  after  the  let  December,  1854, 
y  giving  six  months'  notice.  Now,  sir,  I  am  op- 
osed  to  voting  any  money  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  for  any  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
Jnited  States,  until  this  notice  to  annul  the  con- 
act  with  the  Collins  line  of  steamers  has  been 
[iven.  Let  us  get  rid  of  that  contract  as  soon  as 
_  pssible.  We  can  get  rid  of  the  last  amount  by 
giving  six  months '  notice  to  terminate  the  arrange- 
nent,  though  we  cannot  get  rid  of  the  whole  of 
he  contract  until  the  period  for  which  their  ser- 
»ice  was  engoged  terminates. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     What  has  all  that  to  do  with 
he  bill  under  discussion.' 

Mr.  GROW.  1  will  tell  you  what  it  has  to  do 
rith  it.  This  was  a  plan  of'^furnishing  the  coun- 
ry  with  war  steamers  in  case  of  need.  It  was 
he  sole  reason  urged  by  its  advocates,  and  the 
only  ground  upon  which  the  contract  was  made. 
*^.  was  the  cheapest  and  best  mode,  as  alleged  by 
a  friends,  to  build  up  a  Navy  to  be  used  by  the 
Duntry  in  time  of  danger.  And  while  we  ore 
ppropriating  annually  this  large  sum  of  money 
-  which  it  was  intended  to  furnish  the  coun- 
■  with  war  vessels,  why  should  we  go  on  now 
rid  appropriate  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
building  of  steam  frigates?  If  these  mail  ships  are 
litable  for  the  purposes  designed  in  (he  contract, 
hen  it  is  unnecessary;  if  not,  the  sooner  we  are 
elieved  from  those  appropriations  the  better.  We 
should  first  curtail  this  expenditure  and  cut  it  off 
before  making  any  additioH  to  it.    Let  our  N»vy 
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be  reorganized,  so  that  when  addiiinnal  vessels 
are  built,  we  can  hnve  an  efficient  corps  of  active 
men  to  man  them — not  men  who  have  been  wait- 
ing orders  here  fur  the  Inst  thirty  years,  and  have 
not  during  that  time  seen  servicr,  ond  have  now 
reached  the  years  illy  filled  to  brave  the  balileand 
the  storm;  let  us  have  young  and  active  men, 
imbued  with  all  Ihe  ideas  of  the  age,  with  ideas 
in  keeping  with  a  progressive  republicanism  and 
an  advancing  civilization. 

Now,  your  squadron  goes  forth  into  the  Med- 
iterranean, and  having  nothing  to  do,  loiters  in 
its  bays;  and  under  the  present  discipline  and  re- 
gimen,your  ollicers  spend  iheirtimein  dining  with 
the  satraps  along  ils  shores,  drinking  healths  to. 
their  sovereigns,  and  lauding  almost  every  nation 
on  the  earth  save  their  own.  If  it  is  necessory 
that  this  vast  number  waiting  orders  should  be 
quartered  on  the  Government,  then  let  us  have  a 
retired  list,  so  as  to  open  the  avenues  of  honorable 
distinction  to  manhood,  before  old  age  has  chilled 
iis  ambition  and  palsied  its  energies.  Let-service 
and  promotion  be  thrown  open  to  efficient  men, 
like  Captain  Ingraham,  the  only  man  who  has 
gone  forth  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  and 
maintained  the  nationality  of  his  country,  and 
breathed  into  the  decaying  nationalities  of  the 
Mediterranean  the  true  spirit  of  American  laws 
and  insiiiutions. 

Let  us  dispense  in  some  way  with  these  "  old 
fogy"  commanders  who  have  remained  onshore 
until  they  have  lost  all  their  knowledge  of  useful 
service,  and  are  even  frightened  by  the  smell  of 
eeo-breezes.  Let  their  places  be  supplied  by"  effi- 
cient men;  and  when  you  have  secured  such, then 
build  your  vessels;  for,  till  you  do  thnt,  we  have 
enough  already.  But  before  entering  upon  a  new 
system  of  expenditures,  let  us  dispense  wiih  the 
old;  for  our  Navy  now  is  the  most  expensive  of 
any  in  the  world,  of  its  size. 

First,  then,  let  us  get  rid  of  the  expenditures 
under  the  act  of  1852,  for  furnishing  the  country 
with  a  Navy,  by  a  coparinership  wiih  private 
companies.  It  is  not  only  a  wastef^ul  expenditure 
of  money  by  the  Government,  but  a  gross  wrong 
to  the  citizen;  and  then  let  us  get  rid,  as  soon  as 
possible,  of  all  contracts  like  these.  This  Gov- 
ernment has  no  business  to  come  in,  with  ils 
strong  arm,  to  aid  one  class  of  citizens  in  compe- 
tition with  another  in  the  same  business,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  carrying  trade  of  nations,  where  it 
requires  a  large  investment  of  capital,  and  long 
experience;  a  business  to  which  men  have  de- 
voted their  lives,  and  in  which  is  invested  their 
all. 

It  is  a  kind  of  protection  more  odious  than  that 
given  to  the  rolling  mill  and  cotton  factory,  be 
cause  more  exclusive,  and  every  man  knows  that 
that  is  odious  enough.  The  Government  has  no 
right  to  extend  its  hand  to  interfere  in  the  busi- 
ness relations  of  life.  Let  the  citizen  regulate  his 
own  business  under  the  laws  of  trade,  with  no 
competition  but  that  of  superior  skill  and  in- 
dustry. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
order  to  give  briefly  the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote 
against  the  bill,  and  against  any  appropriation  to 
build  new  ships  until  I  see  some  way  to  put  an 
end  to  these  enormous  expenditures,  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  war  vessels,  and  until 
there  is  some  reorganization  of  the  Navy,  adding 
to  the  efficiency  of  ilspernmnef,  by  permitting  the 
activity  and  the  energies  of  manhood  to  take  the 
place  of  decrepid  age. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  If  I  understand  th*  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  he  takes  ground  of  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill  because  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stotes,  some  time  ago,  made  cerlnin  con- 
tracts with  Collins  and  others  for  the  establish- 
ment of  lines  of  mail  steam-ships.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  lo  say  to  this  House  that  they  ore 
efficient  ships  for  the  Navy?  Does  he  mean  to 
tell  the  House  that  he  voted  for  those  contractu? 

Mr.  GROW.     No,  sir,  not  at  all. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Then  he  means  to  say  that  the 
contracts  are  good  for  nothing  for  Ihe  Navy;  and 
becauseoiher  Congresses  have  chosen  to  do  wrong 
becomes  now  and  says  we  shall  have  no  increase 
of  the  Novy  until  this  wrong  is  righted.  He  would 
inflict  upon  the  country  an  injury  for  ihe  wrongs 
which,  he  says,  former  Congresses  have  done.  Is 
fliat  the  policy  of  a  statesman  ?  Doe.s  the  gentle- 
man say  that  we  do  not  need  ships?  By  no 
means.    On  the  contrary,  he  intimates  that  we  do 
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neetl    ships.     But  because  the  Government  has 
made  controcls   wiih  Collins  and  others,  utierl 
wnrihless  to  the  Government,  therefore,  thotij 
the  country  needs  protection  for  her  comniei 
and  her  citizens,  nothing  more  should  be  done 
this  Congress  until  thosecontractaare  disposed  of 
and  laid  aside. 

Sir,  I  never  voted  for  the  Collins  line  of  steam- 
ers.    A  great  many  members  of  the  House  never 
voted   for  it;  and,  I  dare  say,  it  never  could  p» 
this  House.     But  it  is  one  thing  to  un  lo  what  hi 
been  done,  and  another  thing  to  provide  for  prei 
ent  necessities.     But  suppose  Congress  will  not 
undo  what  former  Congresses   have  done;  will 
you  let  the  Navy  rot  down  from  year  to  year. 

In  reference  to  the  other  matter  to  which    the 
gentleman  alludes,  i  will  stole  here  that  the  Com- 
I  mittee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  this  House,  some  weeka 
I  ogo  prepared  a  bill  for  the  reorganization  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Navy,  and  omore  thorough  one  ihsn 
any  heretofore  presented.    I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
I  all  right,  but  it  will  be  before  the  House,  and  that 
i  gentleman  ond  others  will  have  an  opportunity  lo 
discuss  and  amend  it.     But  while  we  are  about  to 
:  introduce  a  bill  10  reform  thepcrsonnr/uflheNavy, 
I  ask  the  genllemsn  to  tell  me,  in  his'  fling  at  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  when  did  an  officer  of  the 
American    Navy  ever  disgrace   the   flag   of   his 
country?     Perhaps  they  tlrink  too  much  win( 
Many  of  them  have  waited  too  long  on  land,  ' 
cause  they  could  not  get  ships  to  go  to  sea  in 

But  1  want  the  gentleman  to  lell  me,  when  yi 
have  called  them  into  your  service;  when  you  tui' 
placed  the  honor  of  the  conntry  in  their  hands' 
when  you  havegiven  them  the  flag  of  the  country  lo 
uphold  in  time  of  war,  or  in  time  of  danger,  when 
did  you  ever  know  them  to  foil?  Sir,  it  is  a  glo- 
rious fact  in  the  history  of  the  American  Novy  that 
there  hove  been  no  traitors  oniong  them.  In  the 
other  arm  of  your  serviie  it  has  been  different;  but 
a  traitor  in  your  Navy  is  entirely  unknown. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Ftri.LER,]  that  some  reform  is  needed  in  reference 
to  the  naval  officers  and  men.  At  a  proper  time 
I  propose  to  bring  up  a  measure  in  respect  lo  the 
ptrsonntl  of  the  Navy;  but  that  is  o  disunct  ques- 
tion entirely.  The  question  is,  do  we  want  these 
ships?  I  think  we  do,  and  1  think  the  House 
ore  of  the  same  opinion.  I  hope,  therefore,  we 
shall  take  the  vote  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.Gaon's  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  cominiltee 
refused  to  rise. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  Mr.  Phillips's  amendment,  upon  which  tellers 
had  been  demanded. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered.  . 

The  question  was  token;  and  the  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  the  following 
amendment,  which  1  desire  to  have  odded  to  the 
section  in  the  shape  of  a  proviso: 

ProviJed^  Tiiat  in  Uie  mean  time,  lo  enable  the  8ecrelar7 
of  Ihe  Navy  to  fit  up  for  uwe  vp(wi;l»  already  liuill,  and  lo 
nhiain  pffirieiit  si*nmpn  at  whatever  rate  of  wnces  he  may 
find  it  necessary  to  pay,  he  is  aulhoriT-.ed  to  n.-^  such  por- 
tion of  the  appropriation  made  in  this  bill  as  may  t>e  ueces- 
aary. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  the  committee  will  adopt 
this  amendment.  If  this  bill  passes,  I  undenttand 
the  steamers  we  propose  to  have  coustrucied  will 
not  be  finished  under  one,  and  perhaps  two  years. 
In  the  mean  time  we  have,  I  understand,  some 
four  or  five  vessels  lying  idle  in  our  navy-yards, 
some  of  which  in  two  or  three  days,  and  others 
in  three  or  four  weeks,  could  be  matle  ready  to  do 
efficient  service.  The  reason  why  they  do  not  g-o 
to  sea  now  is,  I  learn,  because  the  Secretory  of 
I  Ihe  Navy  cannot  obtain  seamen  to  man  them.  He 
is  authorized  to  pay  only  twelve  dollars  per 
month,  while  as  high  as  thirty  dollars  or  foily 
dollars  o  month  are  poid  f<)r  efficient  men  in  the 
merchant  service.  I  am  disposed,  therefore,  in 
case  it  should  be  necessary  for  him,  at  any  tinne, 
to  send  out  one  of  these  ships,  to  authorize  him  to 
obtain  efficient  seamen  at  whatever  rate  he  finds  it-^ 
necessary  to  pay.  I  am  in  favor  of  increasing! 
wages  of  the  men  employed  in  our  naval 
vice. 

I  voted  in  favor  of  a  proposition  of  this  soi 
the  lostsession .  We  pay  the  pages  in  the  Hall  ei 
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•ixty  dollan  per  month;  and  we  increoaed  it  by 
a  two-third  vote  at  the  last  aeuion  to  more  tbun 
4.I2U  per  month.  I  think,  therefore,  if  a  proposi- 
tion uf  that  kind  could  paaa  the  House  by  a  two- 
third  vote,  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  getiing 
the  pay  of  these  seamen  raised  fromtwslve  dollars 
a  month  to  twenty  or  thirty  dollars. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  To  what  amount  do«a  the 
eentleman  understand  sailors '  wages  are  limit- 
ed.' 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.    Twelve  dollar*. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has  the  riehtio  pay  eighteen  dollars. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    Such  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  it  would  be  in  pro- 
portion as  one  to  eight.  1  understand  on  the  best 
authority  that  we  have  several  ships  now  lying  in 
port  which  cannot  be  got  to  sea  for  the  want  of 
men.  It  is  very  well  known  that  the  Japan  squad- 
ron was  detained  for  many  months,  at  great  h>sfl 
to  the  service,  becaoke  w  could  not  ^et  seamai. 
And  though  the  Secretary  is  aolhonzed  to  raise 
seven  thousand  men,  yet  heeannot  get  anything 
like  that  number,  because  of  the  low  rate  of 
wages. 

I  understand  that  firat-ratc  seamen  get  thirty 
dollars  and  forty  dfllhrt  per  month  in  the  mer- 
chant service.  What  I  propose  by  this  amendment, 
then,  is  simply  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
shall  be  allowed  to  pay  such  rates  as  he  6nd8  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  man  the  ships  already  built, 
and  send  them  to  sea.  If  he  hadf  had  that  power 
when  the  ateamer  San  Francisco  waa  understood 
to  be  lost,  he  might  have  been  ready  to  send  a  ship 
out  for  her  relief.  It  is  ntterlr  irapessible,  how- 
ever, that  this  can  be  done  at  the  present  low  tale 
of  wages;  and  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my 
amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  wiah  to  state  the  fact  that 
this  amendment  will  operate  nothing,  because, 
under  the  law  now  existing,  the  Secretary  has  the 
right  to  pay  any  amount  of  wages  under  eighteen 
dollars  per  month.  He  has  been  usually  held 
down  to  ten  dollars  per  month.  He  proposes  now 
to  pay  twelve  dollars  per  month;  and  he  informs 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  this  House 
that  the  only  difficulty  in  his  way  is,  that  our 
friends  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
hold  the  purse  strings  a  little  too  tight  on  him. 
Unless  we  get  their  assistance,  we  can  accomplish 
nothing. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  intend  to  move  to  in- 
crease the  |3,000,000  to  such  on  amount  nt  may 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  JONES,  oC.Tenn«s«ec.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  amendment;  but  do  not  propose  to  make  a 
speech  against  it.  I  wish  merely  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  whether  the  honor 
of  this  Government,  or  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  United  SUates,  requires  at  this  time  that  a  sin- 
gle ship  should  be  sent  to  sea?  If  either  require 
tt,  to  what  point  should  it  be  sent? 

Mr.  CLmOMAN.  I  wUI  answer  the  genUe- 
nan  in  a  moment.  It  is  very  well  known  that  we 
thought  the  interest  of  some  of  our  people  did  re- 

Jfiin  it  a  few  weeks  or  months  ago;  and  is  my 
riend  prepared  to  say  that  it  will  not  be  necessary 
in  the  next  eights^  months  or  two  years?  1  wisn 
to  make  a  pcoviaion  in  advance  of  the  building  of 
these  steamers,  which  certainly  will  not  be  ready 
within  a  year. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  You  will  hava  to 
drum  up  an  enemy  to  whip  if  you  send  vessels 
out.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  movs  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  qaeattM.  w  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
ftgread  to;  thare  being,  on  a  divioion— «yea  65, 
no«*5S. 
The  eommiue*  accordingly  rooe,  and  tlw  Speaker 
havinr  resumed  the  ehaii',  the  Chairman  reported 
(hat  aa  ComMitIM  of  the  Whole  on  tha  stole  of 
the  Unioo  hod, acconting  to  ofder.had  the  Union 
generally  under eonaidemtion,  oad  particularly  the 
apeciol  onUr,  being  House  bill  (No.  SSt  "  to  au- 
thorize the  construction  of  six  finH-clfM  steam 
frigates,  and  for  other  purpose*, "and  bad  come  to 
ao  f^oolution  thereon. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  move  that  the  Hoaae  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
half-past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House  od- 
joiumad  until  lo-mwrow  at  twohre  o'eloek,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
FaiDAV,  MmreH  31,  ia5<. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Heniit  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 
PRIVATE  BILL. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  this  being 
private  bill  day,  I  believe  it  is  not- in  order  for  any 
of  the  committees  to  make  reports;  but  I  ask,  as  a 
personal  favor  to  me,  that  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  be  allowed  to  make  a  report  on  a  private 
bill,  in  which  a  constituent  of  mine  is  deeply  inter- 
ested, simply  that  it  may  be  placed  upon  the 
Calendar. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  report  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  which  the  Senator  from  Florida  refers,  will  be 
received.    The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Robert  Joyner,  naval  storekeeper  at 
the  Pensacola  navy-yard,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  his  accountability  for  sundry  articles  of  cloth- 
ing and  small  stores  missing  from  the  public 
stores,  to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

ORDER  or  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  Psewdent,  I  ask  the  geo  • 
cralconsentof  the  Senate  to  takeupthedeficiency 
bill  to-day.  I  think  we  can  dispose  of  it  to-day 
if  we  will  devote  the  day  to  it.  1  hope  it  will^be 
the  eeneral  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  take  it  up.^ 

Mr.  GWlN.  If  this  is  not  objection  day  for 
private  bills,  1  am  in  favor  of  the  suggestion  made 
by'  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Objection  day,  according 
to  the  rule,  is  the  first  and  not  the  laat  Friday  of 
the  month. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia asks  unanimous  consent  to  have  the  defici- 
ency bill  now  taken  up.    Is  there  any  objection? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  feel  embarrassed  about 
this  matter.  I  am  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  manjr  gentlemen  are  eomiii^  to  me 
every  dav  asking  for  the  coiuideration  or  private 
bills.  If  there  ia  any  great,  pressing  public  neces- 
sity for  considering  tne  deociency  bill  now,  and 
if  there  is  a  general  understanding  that  Fridays 
hsreafter  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  private  bills,  I  will  yield  to  what  may  be  the 
general  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  question. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  the  first  private  bill 
day  on  which  I  have  asked  for  the  consideration 
of  any  bill  froiA  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and 
1  believe  I  ahall  probably  not  ask  another  until 
towards  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator's  recollection  is  not 
vsry  perfect.  If  I  am  notlrery  much  mistaken,  I 
think  there  has  been  hardly  any  Friday  on  which 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  has  not  asked  that  pri- 
vate businesa  should  be  postponed.  Ssch  is  my 
recollection.  Individually  I  nave  no  objection  to 
granting  tha  request  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia; 
but  there  is  a  private  bill  pending  which  has  been' 
discussed  at  length,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  anybody  to  discuss  it  further.  I  have 
no  objection  to  allowing  the  bill  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  to  be  taken  up, 
with  the  understanding  that  whenever  the  Senate 
during  the  day  shall  be  full  we  shall  take  a  vote 
upon  >t.  I  refer  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hodges 
&,  Lansdale,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Ri- 
naldo  Johnson  and  Ann  E.  Johnson,  deceased.' 
There  is  hanUy  a  quorum  present,  or  I  would  ask 
that  the  vote  be  token  on  that  bill  now;  but  with 
the  understanding  that  we  can  suspend  the  con- 
sideration of  the  deficiency  bill  at  some  period 
during  the  day^,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  that 
bill,  I  am  willing  to  yieU  all  the  objection  which 
I  had. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  in  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland,  and  I  have  no  right  to  make 
understandings  for  the  Senate;  I  can  only  say 
that,  so  faros  I  am  concerned,  if  the  Senate  will 
allow  me  to  have  the  deficiency  bill  taken  up,  I 
will  give  my  quota  towards  granting  the  general 
consent  of  the  Senate  for  tne  purpose  of  taking 
ap  the  other  bill,  if  such  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  PRATT.    If  that  be  the  nndentanding,  I 


am  willing  that  the  deficiency  bill  shall  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope,  then,  that  the  defi- 
ciency bill  will  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  PRATT.  With  the  understanding  that 
we  can  vote  on  the  other. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Chair  under- 
stands the  Senator  as  objecting  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  deficiency  bill. 

_  Mr.  FOOT.  I  deaire  to  call  for  the  considera- 
tion of  a  bill  from  the  House,  which  is  on  the 
Private  Calendar,  granting  a  small  pension  to  the 
widow  of  Brevet  Brij|adier  General  Leavenworth. 
It  is  a  House  bill  which  came  to  this  body,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  approval  of  that  committee. 
I  will  state  further,  that  if  there  is  any  objection 
to  it,  and  if  it  is  likely  to  lead  10  discussion,  I  will 
consent  that  it  shall  be  put  aside,  for  1  do  not  wish 
to  interpose  any  debatable  question  in  the  way  of 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  referred  to  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland,  which  has  heretofore  been 
pending  on  private  bill  days,  and  is  now  the  first 
upon  tlie  Calendar.  Presuming,  however,  that 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  this  bill,  I  ask  for  ita 
consideration  now,  aa  one  of  pressing  importance, 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  did  not  hear  a  single  objection 
to  taking  up  the  deficiency  bill  from  any  quarter. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  understood, 
from  the  course  pursued,  that  the  Senator  from 
Maryland 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  sure  that  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  will  not  object  to  taking  up  the  deficiency 
bill.  This  bill  may  be  taken  up  at  some  subse^ 
quent  period  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FOOT.    It  will  not' take  a  minute  now. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  we  are  to  go  on  with  the 
Private  Calendar  we  had  better  commence  in  order. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  danger  is  that  if  we  take 
up  one  private  bill  others  will  ask  their  bills  con- 
sidered. If  the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  give 
way  now,  I  think  he  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
e;etting  up  his  bill  during  the  morning  hour  on 
Monday  nexl# 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  hope  the  Senator  does  not  un- 
derstand that  I  object  to  the  consideration  of  the 
deficiency  bill.  — 

The  PRESI  DENT.  The  Chair  will  inquire  of 
Che  Senator  from  Maryland,  whether  he  objected 
to  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  defi- 
ciency bill?     *^ 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  thought  the  understanding 
was,  that  the  deficiency  bill  should  be  tak%n  up, 
with  the  further  general  understanding  upon  the 
part  of  the  Senate  that  when  it  shall  become  more 
full  during  the  day  we  shall  suspend  that  bill 
temporarily,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 
vote  upon  the  private  bill  to  wiiicn  I  have  referred, 
and  which  has  been  debated  in  the  Senate  for  the 
last  two  Fridays. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Then  I  understand  there  is 
no  objection . 

The  PRESI  DENT.  The  Chair  considers,  then, 
that  there  ia  no  objection  to  taking  up  the  defi- 
ciency bill. 

DEnciENCT   BILL. 

The  Senate  accordingly,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  supply  deficien- 
cies in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  the  SOth  of  June,  1854,  the  pend- 
ing question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hamlin, 
to  amend  the  following  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Kentucky: 

Sec.  — v.4tui  6ei(/iirl4er  enaeled.  That,  for  cnilmu- 
boaMs,  and  10  emapme  Ott  nme,  (be  fbllvwiag  suaie  ke,^ 
and  Ihffy  are  hereby,  approprialed : 

Fnc  the  purpose  or  enmpletiDg  the  cuuom  bonse  at  St. 
Loaia,  Miaaouil,  SIOO.OOO. 

To  eomplele  tie  cuftoai-bouM  at  Mobile,  Altbema. 
(65,000.  ' 

To  eooipleM  Ibe  oostooi-lioan  at  ClncinoaU,  Ohio, 
#40,000.  •  '  ' 

To  cnmplete  Uie  euitomboase  at  Loaisville,  Kenlockr, 
(40,000.  ' 

To  conplefe  Mieeartam-hoDn  ai  Bsnsor,  Maine,  (90,000. 

To  eoniplete  Ibe  cuniom  taoaae  at  Baih,  Maine,  a30,00U. 

Tn  cnmplete  Uie  eualooi-houac  at  Wllmiqtton,  Delawtre, 
(13,000.  -Ml. 

For  the  pnrehaae  nf  a  aite  fhr  *  eaatom-bonae  at  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  laland,  (94,000— 

by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

For  the  piirchaae  o(  a  new  alte  for  Ibe  euatnm  hoaae  In 
San  Fnncisco,  (990.000;  and  the  Seetetary  oflhe  Treaaary 
ia  hereby  aoihorlzed,  Ifin  bia  Judgmeul  the  pahlic-  interea 
will  thereby  be  praaioied,  10  apply  this  appropriation,  and 
M  much , as  may  be  jiseesHuy  of  fi»m«r  appropiintiona,  (or 
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the  erecUon  of  o  rusrom-houiie  on  Iho  land  reserved  for  said 
pur[M>Ae,  In  tttr^  (iiirchaKe  of  a  building  or  biiildinKti,  for  a 
custom  liuuHH  and  other  public  offices;  and  the  said  tfecre- 
tary  (tf  the  Treasury  in  hereby  directed  to  lake  all  legal  pro- 
ceedinirs  which  may  be  nece^saryor  advisable  to  niainlain 
and  secure  the  posfession  and  title  of  the  (Jnited  Htates  to 
the  lot  heretofore  selected  for  the  site  of  a  cilstoin-house. 

For  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  Portland,  Maine, 
IncliidinR  roonis  for  the  United  dtatea  courts,  and  for  a  post 
ollice,.$5lM),000. 

Mr.  AUAMS.  I  hare  no  liisposition  to  pro- 
tract this  diacuRaion,  but  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate,  for  a  moment  or  two,  to 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  an  error  into  which  many 
Senators  have  fallen.  Almost  every  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  in  favor  of  the  amenilments  now 
pentjing,  has  agreed,  at  least,  that  it  is  bad  policy 
to  insert  in  the  deficiency  bill  such  appropriations 
as  those  proposed  in  the  amendments  offered,  and 
which  will  be  offered  hereafter,  in  relation  to  cus- 
tom-houses. Senators  admit  that  it  is  bad  policy 
to  attach  them  to  the  deficiency  bill,  when  the 
sense  of  the  House  has  been  ascertained,  by  their 
vole,  to  be  opposed  to  them;  but  the  excuse  given 
is,  that  the  chairman  of  thecommiitee  having  con- 
trol of  this  bill  voted  for  an  appropriation  of 
$500,000  for  the  water-works  here. 

Now,  sir,  I  submit  that  this  Government  does 
not  belong  to  that  Senator.  He  has  no  more  in- 
terest and  no  rnore  right  in  it  thar.  any  other 
Senator  here.  1  voted  differently  from  him  in  re- 
gard to  that  propoeition;  but  if  he  was  wrong  in 
that  vole,  every  other  proposition  of  the  same 
kind  (and  it  is  said  this  is  one  of  the  same  char- 
acter) only  adds  so  much  more  wrong;  and  adding 
wrong  upon  wrong  never  will  make  the  bill  right 
in  the  world.  In  other  words,  because  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  votes  wrong  it  is  no  excuse 
why  others  should  vote  for  any  proposition  for 
which  they  would  not  have  voted,  but  for  his 
favoring  the  one  which  has  been  referred  to. 
The  vote  of  one  Senator  is  no  excuse  for  another 
doing  wrong. 

But,  sir,  I  have  another  objection  to  these 
amendments.  My  own  opinion  ||,that  we  ought 
never,  under  any  circumstances,  when  an  appro- 
priation is  made  for  the  fiscal  year  for  any  im- 
provement, no  matter  what  it  may  be,  to  make 
another  appropriation  at  the  instance  of  parties 
interested  before  the  expiration  of  that  year.  The 
parties  came  here  originally  asking  for  such  ap- 
propriations. They  know  very  well,  in  many 
instances,  that  if  they  were  to  make  a  true  esti- 
mate, and  present  to  theconsideration  of  Congress 
the  full  amount  of  the  expense,  they  never  would 
get  a  dollar  appropriated;  yet  they  make  a  very 
small  estimate,  which  they  know  to  be  insufficient 
to  answer  the  purposes,  and  the  very  moment  they 
^et  an  appropriation  through  Congress  the  amount 
IS  spent  at  once;  and  the  cry  is,  as  in  this  case, 
"  Here  are  public  works  which  will  go  to  ruin, 
and  the  country  will  be  injured,  unless  you  make 
an  additional  appropriation.'* 

You  often  make  an  appropriation,  belieTed  to 
be  sufficient  by  Congress,  to  complete  a  work,  and 
represented  to  be  so,  which  turns  out  to  be  barely 
enough  for  a  commencement.  You  appropriate 
$100,000  here  for  any  work  of  internal  improve- 
ment, with  the  idea  that  that  is  all  which  is  to  be 
appropriated;  but  at  the  next  session  of  Congress 
you  arc  asked  for  ^00,000,  and  at  the  next  for 
$1,000,000,  and  so  it  goes  on.  I  say  it  is  bad 
policy.  You  had  better  let  your  public  ^orks  go 
to  ruin  than  set  the  precedent  of  allowing  Ex9cu- 
lire  officers  to  spend  a  dollar  more  than  is  appro- 
prialed.or  to  make  contracts,  or  commence  build- 
ings, or  improvements,  of  whatever  character  they 
may  be,  in  a  different  manner  from  what  was 
intended  by  Congress. 

Let  these  works  remain  until  the  regular  appro- 
priation bill.  At  the  last  session.  Congress  made 
such  appropriations  as,  in  its  Judgment,  were  right 
and  proper  for  the  fiscal  year,ttnd  although  it  may 
appear  in  some  instances,  and  possibly  may  turn 
out  to  be  of  advantage  in  a  particular  case  to  make 
another  appropriation  before  the  regular  period, 
yet  the  precedent  is  a  bad  one.  The  agents  of  the 
Government  are  under  the  influence  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  different  towns  for  which  these  appro- 
priations are  made,  I  take  it  for  granted,  in  many 
instances.  And  all  experience  shows — I  know 
nothing  about  these  particular  cases,  and  have  no 
reference  to  them — but  1  say,  that  all  legislative 
experience  has  shown,  that  if  you  make  an  ap- 
propriation, the  agents  of  the  Government,  inateod 
of  eouductiiig  the  improvements  according  to  the 


amount  appropriated,  will  make  them  to  suit  their 
own  taste,  and  almost  universally  greatly  exceed 
the  amount  intended  by  Congress.  I  would  rather 
stop  the  works  and  suffer  the  necessary  inconve- 
nience following  from  that,  than  to  encourage  this 
course  of  legislation. 

Mr.  GVVIN  With  reference  to  the  amendment 
now  pending  before  the  Senate  I  wish  to  make  a 
few  remarks,  on  a  point  upon  which  my  colleague 
commented  yesteriiay,anil  that  is,  in  regard  to  the 
power  asketf  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  buildings,  as  an  alternative,  if  he  cannot 
get  a  site  for  the  custom-house  at  San  Francisco. 
1  have  seen  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
ascertained  from  him  that  he  asks  for  this  au- 
thority for  the  purpose  of  preventing  his  being 
placed  in  the  power  of  persons  who  may  make 
combinations  there  to  prevent  him  getting  a  nie 
at  all  for  a  custom-house. 

But  he  has  no  idea  of  resorting  to  the  purchase 
of  buildings  there,  unless  it  turns  out  to  be  indis- 
pensable ^r  the  public  interests  to  do  so.  He 
has  ascertained  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  a  site 
large  enough  upon  which  to  locate  a  custom-house 
building,  because  the  ground  belongs  to  various 
individuals,  and  he  may  be  subjected  to  the  same 
inconveniences  as  he  is  now  in  regard  to  the  site, 
unless  a  power  is  conferred  upon  him  to  put  him 
out  of  the  reach  of  these  combinations.  He  has 
no  desire,  and  I  presume  nobody  has,  to  purchase 
buildings  there.  We  want  a  custom-house,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asks  that  this  power 
may  be  conferred  on  him  in  order  that  we  may 
get  one.     That  is  oil. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  an  elaborate  discussion  of  this  question; 
but,  before  I  vote  upon  the  amendment  which  has 
been  submitted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  I  desire  to  put  myself  right  in  reference 
to  the  vote  which  I  shall  give.  I  did  not  discover, 
when  the  amendment  was  first  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator, that  it  contained  an  appropriation  for  a  cas- 
tom-house  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  was  not 
aware  that  it  proposed  any  such  appropriation 
until  I  scrutinized  it,  while  it  was  under  discussion 
yesterday.  I  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  appro- 
priation which  is  proposed  for  the  custom-house 
at  Mobile.  It  is  one  which  both  myself  and  my 
colleague  are  exceedingly  anxious  should  obtain 
the  sanction  of  Congress.  But,  sir,  I  have  heard 
enough  fall  from  Senators  to  satisfy  me  that  the 
amendment  now  contemplated  is  out  of  place.  On 
a  proper  occasion  it  will  enlist  all  my  energies  to 
endeavor  to  get  the  sense  of  the  body  upon  the  pro- 
priety and  justice  of  the  appropriation,  so  far  as 
that  custom-house  in  Alabama  is  concerned.  On 
a  proper  bill,  and  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  should 
most  strenuously  labor  to  obtain  that  object;  but 
if  we  are  to  heed  the  admonition  of  the  Senator 
who  has  charge  of  this  bill,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  enough 
has  fallen  from  him  to  satisfy  us  that  sufficient  has 
already  been  ingrafted  upon  the  bill  to  break  it 
down. 

It  is  perhaps  not  parliamentary  to  speak  of  what 
has  occurred  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol;  but 
we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  first  deficiency  bill  was  loaded  down  and  de- 
feated in  the  House  of  Representatives.  That 
was  efl'ected,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  identical 
amendment  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  ingrafted 
upon  it.  In  addition  to  the  admonition  given  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  who  has  control  of  the 
bill,  I  have  other  guarantees  and  assurances  that 
the  amendment,  ifadopted  by  this  body,  will  tend 
to  jeopardize  the  bill.  Every  Senator  must  be 
aware  that  it  will  greatly  embarrass  the  action  of 
the  other  House  when  it  goes  there  to  be  acted 
upon.  All  these  ciuestions  have  been  considered 
there;  they  have  all,  .is  I  understand,  been  dis- 
cussed, and  they  have  failed  to  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Should 
not  then  the  Senate  pause.' 

1  am  as  anxious  to  have  provision  made  for  the 
construction  of  the  custom-house  at  Mobile  as 
any  other  gentleman  is  to  have  provision  made  for 
his  State;  but  the  Representative  who  has  the 
matter  especially  in  charge  from  that  district,  as 
I  understand,  is  opposed  to  putting  the  amend- 
mentto  this  bill.  He  is  opposed  to  it  now,  not 
because  he  does  not  want  the  appropriation  made; 
not  because  he  thinks  that  we  shall  not  ultimately 
get  the  appropriation;  but  because  he  has  a  sol- 
emn and  deliberttte  conviction  that  if  the  amend- 


ment he  adopted  to  this  bill  it  cannot  receive  tbt 
sanction  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  lo 
addition  to  that,  I  understand  that  all  the  esti- 
mates made  by  the  distinguished  gemleman  who 
is  at  the  heail  of  the  Treosury  Ucpartmenl  are 
now  embodied  in  a  general  uppropnation  bill, 
which  will  probably  find  its  way  into  this  body, 
in  two  or  three  weeks.  Hence  I  deem  it  to  b( 
my  duty  to  say,  that  in  giving  the  vole  that  I  shall 
give,  I  do  not,  by  any  means,  intend  to  repudiate 
the  appropriation  which  is  intended  to  be  mad* 
for  the  custom-house  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  but  I 
do  so  from  the  deliberate  conviction  that  the  most 
effectual  way  to  obtain  the  appropriation  is  rtot  to 
prejudice  it  in  the  estimation  of  the  Senate  by 
attempting  to  place  it  in  this  bill;  and  to  say  further, 
that  it  was  included  in  the  amendment  withoat 
my  knowledge,  privity,  or  consent,  and  I  beheve 
1  may  say  the  same  for  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Clat.] 
I  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  the  amendmeac 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  Anti  I 
say,  very  frankly,  that  when  I  was  not  fully  in- 
formed upon  the  subject,  i  was  inclined  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky; 
for  I  took  it  for  granted  that  all  the  appropriatiooa 
contained  in  it  were  legitimate,  and  that  they 
might,  perhaps,  with  propriety  be  placed  upon 
this  bill;  but  since  I  have  inquired  into  the  matter, 
and  learned  the  ell'ect  which  it  will  have  upon  the 
bill,  and  that  it  may  ultimately,  to  some  extent, 
affect  the  appropriation,  which  i»  a  proper  one  in 
itself,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  desire  to  suggest  to  the  ho«- 
orable  Senator  from  Alabama  that  I  think  he  mis- 
apprehends the  facts  of  this  case.  Every  one  of 
the  custom-house  appropriations  included  in  the 
amendment  were  separately  sustained  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  faet  as  lo 
whether  the  bill  was  broken  down  on  their  ac- 
count is  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture.  There  were 
other  amendments  which  were  considered  objec- 
tionable in  the  bill,  and  the  bill  was  broken  down 
as  a  whole.  1  have  no  remarks  to  make  on  the 
■ingalarity  of  the  proceeding.  Every  one  of  the 
amendments  was  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  defi- 
ciency bill  by  a  decided  vote,  and  I  cannot  see 
that  there  is  any  reason  to  suppose  that  tlie  House 
will  reject  this  bill  because  they  are  placed  in  it, 
allow  me  to  say,  according  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  e»i- 
dently  regards  these  as  deficiencies.  If  they  are 
not  proper  deficiencies  I  cannot  understanii  the 
object  and  purpose  of  the  bill.  They  relate  to 
precedent  appropriations.  They  are  to  continue 
works  for  which  precedent  appropriations  hare 
been  made,  and  which,  from  an  unforeseen  in- 
crease of  cost,  it  is  impossible  to  go  on  with  under 
the  former  appropriations.  You  must  either  sus- 
pend the  works  a  year,  for  the  whole  building 
season.  Or  make  the  appropriations  now.  The 
question  of  time  is  more  material  as  to  these  ap- 
propriations than  to  any  other  appropriations  in 
the  bill.  If  that  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  put- 
ting them  in  a  deficiency  bill,  if  the  appropria- 
tions are  proper  in  themselves,  I  am  at  a  losa 
to  see  what  is.  This  presents  a  singular  fact. 
Here  is  a  Democratic  Administration,  with  a  Dem- 
ocratic majority  in  the  Senate,  and  a  Democratic 
majority  in  the  House,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treosury  recommends  these  to  you  as  deficien- 
cies, antI  you  propose  to  reject  the  recommenda- 
tion without,  as  far  as  I  have  heard,  a  solitary 
objection  being  made  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
appropriations  themselves,  or,  indeed,  without 
any  reason  being  given  why  they  should  not  ga 
into  the  bill,  except  that  it  might  hazard  the  bill 
in  the  other  House. 

As  regards  the  Seoretary  of  theTreasury,  nliovr 
me  to  say  that  I  differed  from  him  certainly  very 
widely  in  the  course  which  he  took  in  reference 
to  the  local  disputes  of  New  York.  I  regretted 
it.  I  thought  it  an  error  of  judgment,  and  i  was 
sorry  that  he  involved  the  General  Government 
in  any  such  contest  at  all;  but  most  certainly  aa 
regards  a  rigid  adherence  to  low  in  the  expendi- 
tures from  the  Treasury,  as  regords  the  strict  care 
and  disbursement  of  the  Government  funds,  na 
regards  an  undoubted  integrity  and  attention  of 
the  very  liighest  character  to  all  the  duties  of  his 
office,  I  know  no  officer  of  the  Government  with 
whom  he  will  not  favorably  compare;  and  1  m 
not  disposed , under  these  circumstances,  to  entirely 
throw  aside  his  recommendation  on  a  matter  whicn 
he  has  had  fully  before  him,  which  he  has  fully 
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looked  at,  and  for  the  appropriation  to  meet  which 
being  made  in  this  deficiency  bill  he  has  given  you 
the  reasons. 

Mr.  Hamlin's  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment OS  amended. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Can  the  amendment 
now  be  amended? 

The  PRBSIOBNT.  It  is  still  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Then  I  move  to 
amend  it  by  adding  the  following: 

To  complete  the  marine  bmplial  u  CleTClsnd ,  Ohio, 

To  complete  Ibe  marioe  hocpital  at  St.  Louts,  MiHouri, 
«10,UOO. 

To  complete  the  marine  hwpilal  at  Chlcaco,  IlllnoU, 
96,000. 

To  compleM  the  mtrine  botptlal  at  LouiaviUe,  Ken- 
tucky, «I3,5(I0. 

Tu  complete  Ibe  marine  iHMpital  at  Padocah,  Kenluekjr, 
95.000. 

To  complete  Ibe  marine  bofpitsl  at  Enuuville,  Indiana, 
92,000. 

To  complete  the  marine  boipttal  at  San  Fraodwo,  Cali- 
fornia, $44,000. 

At  Milwaukle.  Wiaconiln,  «lS,«a«. 

And  to  eooMmet  marine  boipliits  at  Keokuk,  Barling- 
ton,  and  Dubuque,  f45,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  that  in  order?  Isitasti- 
mated  for? 

Tha  PRESIDING  OPPICER,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair .^  Under  the  rule,  to  be  in  order  it  must 
be  either  m  pursuance  of  estimate  from  a  Depart- 
ment, or  must  be  a  report  flrom  a  committee. 

M  r.  DODOB,  cT  Iowa.  I  wiU  stale  that  all  the 
provisions  contained  in  it,  txttpi  those  for  Mil- 
waukie,  Keokuk,  and  Dubuque,  are  in  exact  ac- 
cordance with  the  estimates,  in  those  cases  they 
have  Dot  been  estimated  for;  but  they  have  been 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
which  made  a  report  at  the  last  session,  but  the 
bills  for  which  did  not  pass  into  a  law.  In  regard 
to  Milwaukie,  it  ia  one  of  the  most  important 
points  which  we  can  find  on  the_ lakes,  and  the 
appropriation  is  eminently  proper  in  every  point 
of  view. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Those  which  are  not  esU- 
mated  for  specially,  I  presume  cannot  be  offered 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  DODOB,  of  Iowa.  If  my  Mend  Ukes  ad- 
vantage of  that,  and'  insists  upon  it,  I  withdraw 
those  which  have  not  been  estimated  for;  and  I 
will  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  Mil- 
waukie, Keokuk,  and  Dubuque.  They  have  not 
been  estimated  for,  but  the  residue  have. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  not  be 
in  order  for  the  Senator  to  raove  that  as  an  amend- 
ment to  his  amendment,  because  the  propoailion 
which  he  has  already  offered  is  an  amendment  to 
an  amendment.  It  is  the  privilegeof  the  Senator, 
however,  to  withdrew  his  amendment  and  offer  a 
new  one  embodying  such  a  modified  proposition. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  presume  I  can,  by 
unanimous  consent,  modify  my  amendment.  I 
modify  it,  therefore,  by  striking  from  it  the  items 
which  1  have  mentioned.  L  will  state  that  that 
amendment,  as  it  now  stands,  is  in  accordance 
with  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
I  will  further  state,  that  I  consider  the  appropria- 
tions eminently  proper;  and  it  is  a  mere  question 
of  time  as  to  when  they  shall  be  made.  I  was  in 
favor,  myself,  of  passing  this  bill  through  without 
any  extraneous  matters  for  my  own  or  any  other 
State.  I  was  in  favor  of  passing  it  without  adding 
anything  which  did  not  meet  with  the  entire  ap- 
probatiea  of  the  distinguished  ehaimMn  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  but  since  the  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  the  water-works  in  'Washing- 
ton, 1  cannot  sit  here  and  see  the  rights  of  my 
constitaents  totally  neglected,  when  one  of  the 
moat  extravagant,  in  my  opinion,  wast^l,  and 
outrageous  appropriatiooa  which  has  ever  been 
made,  has  been  added  to  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDtNG  OFFICER.    The  amrad- 
pient  to  the  amendment  will  be  read  as  modified. 
ft  WM  read,  as  follows< 
To  eomplet*  ttoi  SMriae  bospUal  at  Cleveisnd,  Ohio, 

!•        To  cnoiplels  As  autas  bo*pUaI  at  St.  Lonii,  Mimonri, 

To  eompleie  the  marine  l»i|iMsl  at  Oblesfo,  ItUools, 

To  ««iiiple<s  Ibe  Mrioe  tasapital  at  LouiaviUe,  Kenluckjr, 


To  con 


Tocomplete  thenarine  honiiral  at Paducab, Kentucky, 
«5,000. 
To  aonplf IS  Uis  aaflae  b9spital  st  ^vfoavilla,  InfUna, 


To  eomplet*  the  marine  boapital  at  San  Pranclaco,  Cat- 
ifomla,  •44,000. 

And  to  conaliiict  Iho  marine  hoapital  at  Borilngton,  Iowa, 
915,000. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
voles  for  the  amendment  because  he  thinks  the 
appropriations  are  proper,  and  properly  in  this 
bill,  he  is  justified  in  doing  it;  but  it  he  votes  for 
it  because,  in  bis  opinion,  I  have  voted  for  an  ap- 
propriation which  he  may  think  improper,  I  sub- 
mit to  him  that  that  ia  not  a  sufficient  ground  for 
his  vote. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  do  not  wish,  by  im- 
putation, to  charge  my  friend  with  any  impro- 
priety. His  object  was  to  get  the  deficiency  bill 
through  as  soon  as  possible,  without  adding  to  it 
any  extraneous  amendments.  1  regretted  to  see 
him,  as  I  thought,  abandon  that  understanding, 
and  agree  to  the  insertion  of  the  water  amendment 
in  this  bill.  We  originally  appropriated  |^100,000 
for  that  object  under  the  guise  of  in  troducing  water 
into  the  city;  and  now  we  have  just  got  it  started, 
and,  like  ail  other  such  schemes,  an  additional 
$500,000  is  called  for  to  complete  those  water- 
works; and  the  appropriation  will  probably  in  the 
end  run  up  to  $15,000,000  or  (30,000,000.  The 
appropriation  was  made  originally  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  $100,000  would  betheamount;  but  now 
an  unforeseen  appropriation  is  to  be  made.  I  do 
not  blame  the  Senator  for  the  vote  which  he  has 
given.  Theamendment  received  his  approbation, 
and  he  voted  for  it.  He  had  a  right  to  do  so;  and 
I  do  hot  wish  to  be  considered  as  charging  any 
impropriety  upon  him. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  notknow  that  the  merits 
of  the  amendment,  in  regard  to  the  introduction 
of  water  into  this  city,  are  strictly  in  order.  If 
they  are,  I  think  I  can  readily  show  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  that  be  is  very  much  mistaken  in  many 
particulars.  In  the  first  place,  if  he  will  look  into 
the  debate  which  occurred  at  the  time  of  the 
original  appropriation,  he  will  find  that  it  was 
staled  that,  if,  according  to  one  of  the  estimates, 
the  water  should  be  brought  from  the  Little  Falls, 
it  would  cost  bstween  two  and  three  millions  of 
dollars.  The  President  of  the  United  States  has 
approved  of  a  plan  which  requires  a  larger  aque- 
duct,and  accordingly  the  Superintendent  has  made 
a  larger  estimate--between  three  and  four  millions 
of  dollars.  I  believe  myself  that  the  work  will 
probably  be  brought  within  the  estimate,  or  near 
It.  The  Senator  IS  of  a  different  opinion.  It  is  a 
matterof opinion.  Neither  do  I  believe,  as  it  has 
been  said,  that  that  is  an  appropriation  for  the 
benefit  of  this  city.  It  is  an  appropriatipn  which 
is  necessary  at  the  seat  of  Government  to  make 
the  place  comfortable  and  habitable  to  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Government — the  persons  who 
carry  it  on.  I  believe  it  is  done  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Government,  and  for  the  interesu  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  But,  sir,  I 
repeat,  that  whether  1  was  right  or  wrong,  can 
furnish  no  justification  for  voting  for  another 
amendment  which  the  Senator  may  think  wrong, 
or  out  of  place.  Two  wrongs  cannot  make  a 
right.  My  vote  can  be  no  reason  for  or  against 
a  vote  upon  any  other  proposition;  for  this  bill  is 
not  mine,  as  was  well  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi ,  [Mr.  Adams.]  It  is  the  bill  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  It  is  whatever  the  Senate  choose  lo  make 
it.  No  amendment  can  be  put  on  it  without  a 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate.  No  amend- 
ment is  there  without  such  a  vote;  and  it  is  the 
Senate  who  are  to  be  held  responsible  as  much  as 
myself.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  willing  to 
taice  all  the  responsibility  that  attaches  to  my  vole. 

In  regard  to  the  policy  of  attaching  this  amend- 
ment to  the  deficiency  bill,  the  Senate  con  judge 
as  welt  as  I  can.  They  have  seen  what  has  been 
the  effect  of  it  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  opinion  of  the  House  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, at  least,  is  known.  In  regard  to  the  other, 
nobody  can  say  what  it  is;  nobody  can  say 
whether  the  amendment  in  relation  to  the  water 
will  jeopardize  it  or  not  in  the  House.  I  do  not 
believe  it  will.  I  do  believe  that  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  once  de- 
feated the  deficiency  bill  in  the  House;  whether 
it  would  again  do  so  or  not  I  cannot  say;  that  is 
a  matter  for  the  Senate  to  determine;  and  the  ma- 
jority will  determine.  If  they  believe  that  these 
are  proper  appropriations,  and  that  thisisaproper 
place  for  them,  tney  will  put  them  in. 

I  will  only  say  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  pub- 


lic buildings,  that  I  believe  appropriations  for 
them  have  become  so  large  and  so  general,  that 
there  requires  to  be  digested  some  sort  of  system 
in  relation  to  them.  There  ought  to  be  some  sort 
of  system  digested  in  order  that  the  two  Houses 
may  hare  proper  estimates  and  plans  before  they 
act  upon  them,  in  order  to  have  some  general 
rules  by  which  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity according  to  their  wants,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  their  demands,  or  the  energies  and  abilities 
ofthe  particular  individuals  whom  we  happen  to 
represent.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, in  every  point  of  view,  to  have  them  come  up 
in  a  separate  bill,  hereafter,  or  in  a  general  appro- 
priation bill  when  there  will  be  more  time  to  digest 
a  system;  but,  as  I  said  before,  thatis  a  matter  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  I  regret  very  much, 
to  see  this  proposition,  as  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  meet  with  the  favor  ofthe  honorable  Senator 
who  offers  it.  Perhaps  there  has  been  an  improper 
amendment  made  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
water  into  this  city;  but,  in  my  judgment,  that 
does  not  furnish  sufficient  excuse  for  putting  into 
this  bill  other  amendments  which  maybe  also  im- 
proper. I  am  remarkably  anxious  that  the  bill 
should  be  disposed  of.  There  are  other  very  im- 
portant subjects  which  are  behind  it,  and  which 
are  waiting  to  come  up  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  in  which  I  take  a  deep  interest,  and  in 
which  I  know  the  l^nator  from  Iowa  is  also  very 
much  interested.  There  is  the  Pacific  railroad, 
the  homestead  bill,  and  other  measures,  about 
which  many  Senators  are  deeply  solicitous;  and 
what  will  be  the  result  of  our  manner  of  proceed- 
ing with  this  bill? — that  all  these  measures  will 
be  staved  ofi'  to  so  late  a  period  that  when  they  do 
come  up  they  will  nut  meet  with  proper  consider- 
ation. The  Senator  from  Virginia,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  may  have  done 
right  or  wrong  in  regard  to  his  vote  for  putting 
the  $500,000  in  this  bill  for  the  introductiop  of 
water  into  this  city.  I  voted  for  it.  I  shall  do  so 
again.  I  think  it  is  a  proper  appropriation.  The 
Senator  from  Iowa  thinks  differently.  Ivoledforthe 
appropriation  originally.  When  it  was  discussedv 
in  the  beginning,  it  was  understood  that  we  were 
to  go  on  and  complete  the  work.  Indeed,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  1  voted  for  the  appropriation 
with  that  distinct  understanding.  I  could  not 
havs  justified  myself  on  any  other  ground.  I 
could  not  havejustified  myself  for  wasting  $100,000 
of  the  public  treasure  if  I  had  not  supposed  that 
the  matter  was  to  be  completed,  I  thinx,  without 
making  it  antagonistic  to  other  plans,  that  all  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  ought  at  once  to  interest  them- 
selves in  it.  This  is  the  seat  of  government.  It 
haa  no  commercial  advantages.  Its  citizens  have 
not  the  commercial  advantages  which  the  citi- 
zens of  other  places  possess.  It  is  the  capital  of 
the  nation,  in  which  we  ought  to  lake  a  pride. 
'We  bring  people  here  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  offices  of  the  Government,  and  we  ought  to 
provide  for  their  health  and  comfort;  and  we  ought 
to  have  some  pride  in  the  national  city  of  the 
United  States.  1  am  in  favor  of  bringing  water 
into  the  city;  and  while,  because  we  have  an  over- 
flowing Treasury,  there  ore  thousands  of  claims 
put  up  by  which  money  may  be  taken  from  it,  I 
am  not  willing  to  neglect  an  object  which  I  regard 
aa'one  of  importance,  and  upon  which  I  think  we 
should  legislate. 

I  am  not  on  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.  If  I  had  been,  as  a  friend  of  the  water 
appropriation,  I  should  not  have  been  in  favor  of 
offering  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  deficiency  bill. 
I  ahoufd  not  have  offered  it,  because  I  would  have 
regarded  it  as  much  more  safe  and  certain  to  wait, 
and  attach  it  to  one  of  the  general  appropriation 
bills;  but  the  gentlemen  who  are  on  that  committee, 
whose  judgment  is  more  to  be  relied  upon  than 
my  own,  introduced  it,  and  I  supported  it.  The 
same  principle  in  regard  to  the  offering  of  amend- 
ments shall  still  govern  me.  I  feel  interested  in 
an  appropriation  which  ought  lo  be  made,  and 
which  does  affect,  to  a  very  large  extent,  the  por- 
tion ofthe  country  from  which  1  come,  in  reference 
to  some  Indians  there.  I  am  anxious  to  get  that 
appropriation  as  eariy  as  possible;  but,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  I  thought  it  best,  as  there 
would  be  very  little  probability  of  having  the 
question  determined  upon  ils  merits,  under  the 
state  of  feeling  which  now  exists,  not  to  offer  it  lo 
this  bUI. 
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Then,  sir,  for  the  same  reason,  I  object  to  the 
bnieiidnientii  ofl'eretl  by  the  Senttlor  from  Iowa 
■•nil  the  Senator  frnm  Kentucky.     I  am  friendly 

0  the  esialilishment  of  these  marine  hospitula. 
They  are  absolutely  necessary.     I  am  friendly  to 

1  matured  plan  with  rei^urd  to  our  seamen  who 
are  employed  on  the  aieamboais  in  our  western 
rivers;  but  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact — my 
experience  here  places  the  matter  before  me  so 
'prominently  that  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  it — 
that  while  you  are  asking;  for  appropriations  that 
Ihnll  be  expended  fur  tlie  benefit  of  the  seamen 
Und  hands  upon  those  river  boats,  when  made 
Uiey  are  very  frequently — (whether  asked  for  for  , 
ihftt  purpose  or  not  I  do  not  know — I  do  not; 
ehari^e  any  one  with  it) — ^got  in  a  manner  which 
■imounts  to  nothing  but  the  expenditure  of  money    I 

I  a  padiculnr  locality.     I  think  the  system  ought   ' 
I  undergo  the  severestscrutiny  of  theCommiliee 
Jim 'Commerce.     It  ought  to  be  examined  as  to  the 
points  nt  which  the  appropriations  should  be  ex- 
pended.    It  is   not  a  matter  which   ought  to  be 
placed  upon  the  deficiency  bill;  and  it  evidently 
ends  to  create  debate,  and  keeps  bdck  a  vast  mim- 
«rofotherimportantmeasures.  When itisevident 
hat  such  matters  will  not  be  voted  on  upon  their 
nerils,  under  the  state  of  feeling  which  has  been 
generated,  I  think  it  would  be  better  not  to  offer 
bem.     i  shall   vote  against  all  iliese  apfiropria- 
Lions;  not  because  I  am  unfriendly  to  the  measure 
It  all,  for  whenever  the  Confmittee  on  Commerce 
iball  come  forward  with  a  well-digested  plan  to 
nake  appropriations,  libera!  appropriotions,  (or 
narine  hospitals,  I  will  support  them.     But  it  is 
fevident  that  if  we  pursue  this  plan,  and  give  an 
(ippropriaiion  for  one  marine  hospital  in  this  bill, 
itnother  gentleman  will  have  some  other  marine 
jlospilal,  some  other  custom-house,  to  be  appro- 
priated for;  and  where  are  we  then?     And,  sir, 
fhen  ore  we  to  get  the  railroad  and   homestead 
bills  before  us  if  we  go  on  in  this  way  ?    For  these 
nasops  I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment. 
[  Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  only  to  say  one  word  in 
gelation  to  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
hat  in  answer  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
Vom  Texas.  The  question  of  the  marine  hospitals 
pas  not  been  a  matter  of  discussion  tefore  the 
3ommittee  on  Commerce  nt  this  session;  but  still 
1  believe  that  every  case  embraced  by  the  amend- 
hent  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  has  been  investl- 
ated  by  that  committee;  and  I  do  not  hesitate,  as 
1  member  of  it,  to  say ,  that  there  is  no  approprio- 
iion  in  that  amendment — I  speak  not  with  refer- 
|nce  to  its  connection  with  this  bill — that  is  not, 
itself,  just,  proper, and  appropriate.     They  are 
iill  recommended  by  the  Department  under  whose 
lupervision  the  whole  marine  subject  is,  ani^  1  do 
not  think  any  of  them  is  improper. 
Mr.  RUSK.     1  am  glad  to  hear  it. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.     The  remarks  made  by 
be  Senator  from  Texas  would  be  excellent,  and 
flight  be  appreciated,  if  the  bill  had   not  been 
Jready  amended.    But,  sir,  it  has  been  amended 
-omended  in  important  particulars,  and  to  the 
amount  of  thousands  of  dollars.    One  amendment 
I  the  amountof  half  a  million  of  dollars  has  been 
put  on   it.     That  being  the  case,  I  submit  to  the 
i^enator  wheilier  I  con,  injustice  to  my  constilu- 
fcnls,  ait  by  and  see  appropriations  of  that  sort 
nade  in  this  bill,  while  my  section  of  country  is 
ntirely  overlooked  in  reference  to  these  matters, 
3  it  has  been. 

But,  sir,  in  regard  to  this  seat  of  Government; 
'  have  listened  to  all  that  has  been  said  in  regard 
^o  the  itnprovements  for  it.     We  are  now   intro- 
ducing water  into  it,  and  no  one  knows  the  amount 
pf  appropriations   which  are  to  be  made  for  it. 
Would  any  man  have  said, at  the  time  the  seat  of 
"Sovernment  was  about  to  be  located  at  Wash- 
ngton,  located  here  by  a  compromise  of  sectionol 
lend  other  interests,  that  the  people  of  distant  Iowa 
land  of  California  were  to  be  taxed  to  pay,  not 
konly  for  the  necessary  buildings,  necessary  as  I 
grant  you  they  are,  to  carry  on   the  necessary 
sperations  of  the  Republic,   of  which  they  are 
proud,  and  of  which  every  Senator  must  be  proud, 
put,  in  addition  to  this,  tnat  they  should  be  called 
ipon    to    make  extraordinary  appropriations   of 
noney  for  other  purposes,  and  for  other  works 
fhich    are   not    so   necessary.'      Sir,   make   St. 
!.ouis   the  center  of  this  Republic,  the   seat  of 
Sovernment;  give  Cincinnati  the  seat  of  Govern- 
nent,  and  she  will  make  her  own  water-works, 
he  will  pave  her  own  streets,  she  will  attend  to 


her  own  municipal  concerns,  she  will  provide  for 
her  otficeis  to  attend  to  her  police  matters.  Bui, 
sir,  look  nt  the  appropriations  which  we  are 
making  for  this  city,  unU,  for  one,  I  wish  to  take 
my  t-iaiiil  upon  l^is  matter.  We  are  called  upon 
to  introduce  water  jnto  the  city  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  our  public  buildings  from  lire.  We 
are  asked  to  appropriate  large  sums  of  money  to 
be  expended  in  a  reservoir  to  supply  water  to  pro- 
tect these  buildings.  Sir,  we  might  build  one  out 
here  somewhere  for  $50,000  or  glOO.OUO,  which 
would  supply  the  waier  for  that  purpose.  Not 
only  are  we  called  upon  to  have  the. buildings 
made  fire-proof,  and  to  exercise  a  sullicient  vig- 
ilance to  protect  them  from  tire,  but  we  are  called 
upon  to  make  vast  appropriations  to  protect  ihem 
by  water.  I  recommend,  then,  that  a  reservoir  be 
built  out  here,  and  a  fire-engine  provided  for  these 
buildings  to  protect  them.  I  am  willing  to  vote  to 
water  all  the  library,  and  all  the  other  portions  of 
the  Capitol  as  soon  as  it  gets  on  fire,  and  so  with 
each  one  of  the  public  buildings,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  go  into  this  magnificent  scheme. 

But  the  amendment  has  been  put  in  the  bill, 
and  it  has  been  done  by  the  votes  of  gentlemen  in 
whom  1  have  the  most  entire  confidence  while  I 
may  duubt  and  distrust  my  own;  but  I  maintain 
my  opinions  as  honestly  as  do  the  Senators  who 
entertain  opposite  views.  The  appropriation  is 
in  the  bill.  The  appropriations  which  1  now 
propose  to  add  by  way  of  amendment  are  ne- 
cessary fur  the  men  who  are  engaged  upon  the 
rafts  and  steamboats  upon  our  western  rivers, 
whose  budies  are  being  wasted  under  the  malaria, 
and  who,  when  attacked  by  sicknes.s,  ought  to 
be  conveyed  to  one  of  these  hospitals,  that  they 
may  be  cared  for  ond  cured;  ond  they  are  neces- 
sary to  protect  the  western  waters  from  the  terri- 
ble ravages  of  the  Asiatic  cholera,  which  so  often 
visits  them  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year. 
No  appropriation  could  commend  itself  more 
strongly  to  the  judgment  of  this  body.  These 
appropriations  are  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and 
I  submit  to  my  friend,  that  since  the  other  amend- 
ment has  gone  on,  the  bill  will  gain  strength  in 
the  other  House  by  having  these  inserted.  They 
must  be  made.  The  question  is  one  simply  of 
time  as  to  when  they  shall  be  made;  and  though 
I  would  rather  that  the  bill  had  passed  through 
without  having  so  many  amendments  attached 
to  it,  yet,  as  it  has  been  amended  in  the  manner 
which  I  have  mentioned,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  submit  this  amendment,  believing  that  it  will 
strengthen  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  i  desire  to  add  some 
remarks  to  those  which  I  have  already  submitted, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  amending  this  bill,  and  as 
to  my  course  on  the  pending  amendments.  It  is 
perhaps  necessary  for  me  to  explain  further  the 
position  which  I  occupy.  If  I  understand  it  this 
is  essentially  a  deficiency  bill.  The  demands  of 
the  Government  require  that  the  act  of  Congress 
making  the  appropriation  should  be  prompt,  so  as 
to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions. I  desire  to  expedite  the  bill.  I  ascertained 
that  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  embraces  an  appropriation  for  the  cus- 
tom-house in  the  city  of  Mobile.  That  would 
commend  the  amendment  to  mv  favoroble consid- 
eration. No  member  on  this  floor  could  be  more 
active  in  favor  of  that  work,  because  we  believe 
the  appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  than  myself 
and  my  colleague;  but  laboring  uniftr  the  impres- 
sion as  I  do — for  I  am  certainly  impressed  with 
the  belief — that  all  these  amendments  hazard  the 
bill,  and  perhaps  will  to  some  extent  stop  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Government,  I  announced  my  op- 
position to  the  amendment,  as  we  all  know  it 
was  these  amendments  which  led  to  the  defeat  of 
the  first  bill  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  But 
with  what  understanding  can  I,  or  any  Senator 
upon  this  floor,  unless  he  has  charged  himself  to 
Investigate  into  the  matter,  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  lowo?  My  regard  for 
that  Senator,  my  implicit  confidence  in  his  good 
sense  and  uniform  correctness  upon  particular 
questions  involving  constitutional  law,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money,  commends  any  meas- 
ure that  he  submits  to  the  consideration  of  the 
body  to  my  judgment;  but  can  we  in  this  hur- 
ried manner  investigate  all  these  estimates,  to  see 
whether  they  are  legitimate  estimates  to  be  adopted 
by  this  body  or  not .'    It  seems  to  me  clearly  not. 


There  are  many  estimates  made  by  the  Secrelnry 
of  the  Treasury,  and  It  seems  to  me  that  befor> 
we  act  upon  them  they  should  undergo  the  «cr 
tiny  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  and  they  shoul 
come  before  us  in  the  legitimate  form  of  a  repol 
from  a  committee.  The  appropriations  now  pr 
posed  have  not  been  reported  to  us  from  a  cor 
mitlee.  I  know  that  a  committee  in  the  oth4 
House  reported  upon  the  custom-house  appropti 
ations;  but  when  they  rjime  here  they  should  hn^ 
been  referred  to  proper  committees,  and  shouli 
have  undergone  the  scrutiny  of  those  committera 
and  then  they  would  not  have  failed  to  receive,] 
am  sure,  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  gre 
mHJoriiy  of  the  body. 

The  great  pretext  for  supporting  these  amend- 
ments seems  to  bethe  vote  of  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance, [Mr.  Huntkr,] 
for  the  appropriotion  of  half  a  million  of  rinllara 
for  the  introduction  of  water  into  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. I  very  frankly  say  that  I  voted  against 
that  appropriation.  I  thought  it  improperly  placed 
there.  I  said  nothing  against  it,  for  1  wa.s  conient 
to  give  a  quiet  vote.  I  presume  that  if  the  Sena- 
tor had  foreseen  the  criticism  which  bis  vote  haa 
elicited  he  would  have  been  willing  to  have  dis- 
pensed with  the  appropriation.  I  think  it  «raa 
unfortunately  put  in  the  bill.  Another  matter  was 
ingrafted  yesterday,  which  wasof  no  kindred  char- 
acter to  the  bill.  Still  I  am  notdi.sposed  lomake 
that  an  excuse  for  introducing  other  matters  into 
the  bill  which  are  not  proper  lo  be  put  there. 

But  the  leading  reason  for  the  making  of  the 
remarks  which  i  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  a  short  time  ago  was  to  justify  the  vote  I 
expected  to  give;  and  that  was,  because  I  thought 
we  had  better  take  the  original  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House,  if,  however,  it  is  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  that  all  these  appropriations 
are  to  be  ingrafted  into  the  bill,  I  must  go  in  com- 
mon with  them.  I  do  not  design  to  strike  the  ap- 
propriation fur  the  custom-house  in  Mobile  from 
that  amendment.  If  the  Senate  load  down  the 
bill  with  amendments — and  we  appear  lo  be  doin^ 
so — and  if  we  are  to  have  the  entire  estimates  sent 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ingrafted  upon 
the  bill,  what  is  to  be  the  result  of  it.'  The  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
says  he  cannot  predict  what  it  will  be.  He  judges 
from  what  has  occurred  before;  and  I  hare  been 
assured  by  gentlemen  who  can  speak  for  tlie  other 
House,  that  if  we  attach  these  amendments  we 
shall  endanger  the  entire  bill.  It  is  said  that  the 
general  appropriation  bill  will  sleep  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  that  the  session  will  be 
almost  at  its  close  before  we  get  it.  If  i  thought 
that  would  be  the  fact  I  would  risk  the  conse- 
quences, and  give  my  vote  in  common  with  the 
other  gentlemen  who  (avor  these  amendments,  al- 
though I  do  not  think  they  are  in  the  proper  place. 
If  it  IS  the  settled  policy  of  the  Senate  to  aad  the 
amendments,  I  am  not  disposed  to  make  any  dis- 
crimination, and  lake  everything  which  is  asked 
for  except  that  for  the  Slate  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent.  I  am  conscious  that  this  is  a 
legitimate  appropriation.  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
could  convince  the  Senate  that  it  is  a  proper  and 
reasonable  appropriation.  It  has  been  commended 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Still,  I  should  prefer 
to  see  it  made  in  its  proper  place.  Mobile  is  the 
third  exporting  city  in  the  Union;  and  yec  it  is 
destitute  of  a  custom-house,  of  a  posi -office,  and 
of  a  room  for  the  holding  of  the  district  court  of 
theUniied  States.  Notwithstanding  it  is  the  third 
exporting  city  in  the  Union,  if  I  am  not  incor- 
rectly informed,  we  are  subjected  to  all  the  ditii- 
culties  lo  which  that  leads,  and  the  Government 
is  paying  a  high  rent  for  its  buildings.  The  third 
exporting  city  of  the  Union  has  not  now  a  custom- 
house, or  a  post  office,  or  a  room  in  which  the 
cotirts  of  the  United  Slates  can  be  held  !  Thes 
things  are  so  set  forth  by  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury.  They  appeal  to  the  common  sense  i 
common  judgment;  so  that,  it  seems  lo  me, 
the  question  comes  fairly  and  legiiimalely  I: 
the  Senate  they  cannot  but  agree  to  the  ap" 
alion.  It  is  not  with  any  distrustnf  the  i 
the  appropriation  for  that  custom-house,  1 
from  a  disinclination  to  embarrgss  the  bill,  i 
prevent  immediate  action  upon  it,  that  I 
prompted  to  the  course  which  I  have  pursued. 

Mr.  BELL.     I  desire  to  ask  my  friend    fro 
Iowa  whether  the  hospitals,  the  appropriatioj 
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6r  which  he  propoBea  to  udd  to  th*  bill,  have 
leretofore  been  commenced ,  and  had  an  appro- 
irinlion  made  at  a  prior  session } 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Every  one  of  them,' 
ave  one  which  has-been  recommended  by  the 
department,  and  unanimously  sanctioned  by  tbe 
>mmittee  on  Commercet  who  reported  'a  bill 
trhlch  passed  this  body  at  theJoat  session  of  Con- 
;re9s.  It  requires  but  a  small  appropriation  to 
omplele  them  entirely. 

Mr.  FESSENDBN.  I  stated,  in  connection 
vih  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Hamuh,]  the  other  day, 
hat  although  we  considered  it  essentially  neces- 
ary  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  custom- 
louse  at  Portland,  Maine,  we  were  not  disposed 

0  press  it  on  this  bill,  and  should  not  have  moved 
t  aa  an  amendment  bad  it  not  been  for  the  amend- 
nent  which  was  introduced  by  the  Committee  on 
''i  nance  in  reference  to  the  custom-house  at  San 
^ranciaco.  On  the  next  morning  that  amendment 
iraa  withdraiVn.  I  suppose  if  any  one  of  us  had 
ibjected  neither  of  them  could 'bave  been  with- 
Irawn.  We  might  have  had  a  vote  upon  them, 
>ut  we  did  not  do  it.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  state 
hat  I  voted  for  the  amendment  which  was  pro- 
losed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland, 
Mr.  Pratt,]  in  reference  to  the  introduction  of 
irater  into  this  city,  not  with  a  view  to  put  any- 
hing  into  the  bill  that  was  improper,  but  be- 
ause  I  believed,  and  I  was  induced  more  partic- 
ilarly  to  believe  from  the  remarks  made  by  the 
ienator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Brown,}  in  ez- 
ilanation,  that  it  was  a  proper  appropriation,  and 
hat  I  was  merely  doing  my  duty  in  voting  for  it. 

should  not  have  voted  for  it  at  all  had  I  believed 
hat  it  was  in  an  improper  place.  I  believed  it  to 
e  peculiarly  proper  to  go  mto  a  bill  of  this  kind, 
na  having  that  belief,  seeii»;  no  impropriety  in 
:,  and  being  in  favor  of  it,  Isaw  no  reason  for 
withholding  my  vote  from  it. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  this  deficiency 
ill  means.  Senators  say  that  these  appropria- 
ons  are  all  in  the  wrong  place  in  connection  with 
lis  bill.  I  should  like  to  have  the  chairman  of. 
^e  Committee  on  Finance,  explain  to  me  what 

1  a  deficiency  bill?  Is  it  anything  more  or  less 
lan  to  appropriate  money  which  is  immediately 
eeded  for  purposes  which  are  presaing,and  which 
annot  wait  for  the  ordinary  legislation }  I  should 
appose  so,  sir,  from  the  mixture  of  appropriations 
lat  I  see  in  the  bill.  But  Senators  say  thai  this 
mendment  is  all  improper  and  out  of^place.  If 
lere  is  a  distinction,!  should  like  to  know  where 

is.  I  find  an  appropriation  to  complete  pubUo 
uildines  in  New  Mexico  of  f50,000.  That  is  an 
riginaT  appropriation  in  the  bill,  and  I  should 
ke  to  know  why  it  is  not  as  much  out  of  place 
I  this  bill  aa  an  appropriation  to  complete  the 
jstora-house  at  Su  Louis,  Missouri  ?  I  am  un- 
'illing,  beciiuBe  I  have  a  regard  for  order  and  tbe 
roper  course  of  proceeding  in  a  legislative  body, 
nieas  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary,  to  crowd 
nytbio^  into  the  bill  that  does  not  properly  be- 
ing to  It;  but  when  I  see  here  so  many  subjecta 
r  different  kinds,  and  some  of  them  noC^rying 
om  the  proposition  miule  here,  which  has  been 
Kclaimeo  against  by  Senators,  f  cannot  help  app re- 
ending  that  a  matter  is  proper  or  not  according 
I  it  suits  the  particular  wishes  of  Senators  in 
!gard  to  it.  If  the  aopropriation  for  bringing 
ater  into  the  city  of  Vveuhington,  which  I  con- 
>de  to  be  a  good  object,  and  for  which  I  voted, 
OS  proper  in  itself,  I  ask  the  honorable  chairman 
r  the  Committee  on  Finance  why  these  appro- 
riations  to  complete  the  custom-nousea  or  ma- 
ne hospitals  are  not  just  as  proper  on  this  bill ) 
nd  if  BO,  the  vote  of  the  Senator  in  reference  to 
lese  ntatters  certainly  cannot  be  influenced  by  the 
insideration  that  thia  is  a  wrong  place  to  make 
esc  appropriations. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  want  to  make  an- 
.her  speech.  I  have  stated  the  difference.  It  is 
lis:  We  know  that  this  amendment  has  de- 
at«d  the  bill  once  in  the  House;  we  do  not  know 
at  the  amendment  in  relation  to  the  water  would 
ifeat  it.  So  far  as  I  can  aacertain,  I  do  not  ba- 
^ve  it  would. 

Mr.  FBSSBNDEN.  I  am  speaking  on  another 
>int.  Some  Senators  say  that  it  is  an  improper 
ace  to  put  these  matters,  owing  to  the  peculiar 
laracterof  the  bill  itself;  that  they  are  not  appro- 
■iate  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  Now,  sir,  I 
y  that  if  the  appropriation  with  regard  to  the 


water  is  a  proper  one  to  go  into  thia  bill,  all  tbese 
are  just  as  proper. 

Mr.  HONTER.  I  do  not  say  that  they  are 
inappropriate  on  such  a  bill.  They  are  subjects 
for  a  deficiency  bill,  if  we  choose  to  make  appro- 
priations for  them.  That  was  not  my  ground  of 
objection.  I  stated  that  it  was  not  in  the  proper 
place,  because  we  know  from  what  had  happened 
that  it  would  jeopardize  the  bill. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  That  is  another  point. 
But  it  has  been  stated  by  the  Senators  who  have 
made  objection  to  this  amendment,  that  this  is  a 
bill  which  is  only  broaght  in  foi*  certain  things, 
and  it  is  because  the  money  must  be  had.  Then 
the  only  question  for  the  Senate  to  decide  is, 
whether  it  is  a  case  of  such  pressing  necessity  aa 
to  make  it  an  amendment  which  ought  to  go  into 
this  bill,  and  not  wait  for  a  chance  to  make  the 
appropriation  during  the  last  days  and  nights  of 
the  session,  amid  all  the  difliculiies  which  then 
surround  us,  of  which  t  have  had  some  little  ex- 
perience heretofore.  Then,  if  these  amendments 
are  proper  in  themselves,  why  should  we  not  put 
them  in  the  bill.'  There  is  an  objection  made,  on 
the  part  of  certain  Senators,  who  are  willing  to 
try  the  experiment  with  regard  to  putting  other 
appropriations  in  the  bill,  that  it  may  endanger 
the  bill.  Let  me  ask,  if  they  are  so  anxious  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  so  very  much  afraid  of 
endangering  it,  why  they  try  these  dangerous 
experiments  in  reganl  to  it .'  Why  try  so  danger- 
ous an  experiment  OS  to  put  on  it  an  appropriation 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  matter  which 
they  (mow  is  contested  in  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress.' It  is  contested  here— contested  very  strong- 
ly. Unquestionably,  it  will  be  contested  in  the 
other  House.  It  is  not  a  matter  which  commends 
itself  to  the  mind  of  every  man  as  soon  as  it  is  stated 
to  him.  It  is  a  matter  which  calls  for  debate,  and  it 
is  just  as  likely  to  endaneer  a  bill  of  this  descrip- 
tion as  any  other  thingr  It  does  not  bring  as  much 
force  to  bear  upon  it  and  to  support  it  as  all  these 
amendmenia  which  are  appropriations  for  matters 
existing  in  different  parts  of  the  coantry,  and 
which  wring  very  considerable  strength  to  bear 
upon  them.  I  am  appriihensive  that  gentlemen 
hardly  areue  fairly,  When  they  are  willing  to  put 
en  this  biU  an  amendment  of  that  description,  of 
so  large  an  amoont,  a  single  item,  and  try  the  ex- 
periment upon  it;  for  they  certainly  know  that  it 
win  to  some  extent  endanger  it.  Why  do  so,  if 
the  bill  itself  is  of  any  prMatng  neocaaky  ?  I  do 
not  agree  with  other  Senators,  who  stale  that  they 
are  Opposed  to  all  bills  of  this  description.  I  beKeve 
that  they  are  necessary.  I  believe  that  they  are 
indispensable.  1  do  not  think,  in  tbe  mode  in  which 
legislation  is  transacted  here,  that  we  could  get 
along  reasonably  wall  without  one.  Matters  arise 
which  are  alwaya  of  pressing  necessity,  and  for 
which  such  appropriations  should  be  made  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  for  carrying  on  the  pub- 
Qc  works. 

Then,  I  not  only  am  not  satisfied,  that,  aa  atated 
by  gentlemen,  the  danger  to  the  bill  in  the  other 
House  arises  from  these  appropriations  for  cus- 
tom-houses, but  I  go  ftinher,  and  agree  most  dis- 
tinctly with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Bell,]  that  it  is  not  a  thing  which 
should  govern  our  judgment  or  our  atttion  in  rt^ 
erence  to  the  matter.  We  muat  act  upon  onr  own 
responsibilities.  How  are  we  to  do  in  passing  a 
bill,  or  in  making  a  movement  in  r«fWence  to  a 
bill  which  we  judge  to  be  of  importance?  Are 
we,  in  the  first  place,  to  inquire  whether  it  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  other  branch  of  Congress  > 
Or  are  they  to  make  the  same  inquiry  in  regard 
to  us?  That  would  mak«  us  always  dependent 
upon  them  in  reference  to  these  matters,  or  they 
on  Qs>  I  suppose  that  legislation  muat  be  eon- 
ducted  according  to  the  joint  judgment  exereised 
separately  on  the  part  of  the  two  House*  of  Con- 

fress,  each  House  for  itself;  and  if  they  disagree 
nally  upon  any  matter,  it  is  to  be  setUed  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  legislative  negotiation;  but  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  eatablish  or  accede  to  the 
principle,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  that  we  are 
not  to  pass  an  appropriation,  or  make  an  amend- 
ment to  a  bill,  beeaose  we  fear  it  will  not  be  satis- 
factory to  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  We 
must  ascertain  thai  in  the  ordinary,  due  coorse  of 
time.  The  bill,  as  has  bsen  stated,  is  in  no  danger 
itself.  It  mi>st  pass  sooner  or  later;  and  we  have 
aa  good  a  right,  1  apprehend,  to  take  our  own 
ground  firmly  in  rcfarenoa  to  that  matter,  and 


maintain  it,  and  see  what  influence  we  can  bring 
to  bear  on  appropriations  which  we  judge  to  ba 
necessary,  aa  they  have  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress;  but  1  reel  that  it  is  entirely  unpariia- 
meniary  to  adduce  any  argument  of  tfiat  descrip- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  here. 

One  word  in  reference  to  these  matters.  Eveiy 
one  of  the  appropriations  now  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment has  gone  through  the  ordeal  of  examination, 
with  tbe  exception  of  those  put  on  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Hamlin.]  There 
la  nothing  further  to  be  done  about  them.  Time 
is  pressing.  The  country  is  quite  as  much  in  want 
of  them  as  it  is  of  one  half  of  the  appropriations 
which  ore  made  in  the  bill  and  called  deficiencies. 
There  is  one  here  to  appropriate  money  to  the 
Patent  Oflice  for  the  purchase  of  seed.  There  is 
another  relating  to  certain  printing  which  is  here- 
after to  be  done,  and  which  certainly  was  not  a 
matter  so  pressing  in  point  of  time.  All  these 
things  have  been  estimated  for.  Thev  have  been 
examined  and  thoroughly  considereil  more  than 
once.  They  are  absolutely  necessary  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  Senators  will  ad- 
here to  the  amendment;  and,  at  any  rate,  that  we 
shall  test  the  question  whether  the  Senate  shall 
have  a  voice  in  settling  matters  of  this  description. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  do  not  concur  in  the  views 
expressed  by  various  Senators,  that  we  are  to 
reject  amendmenta  to  this  bill  on  account  of  any 
apprehension  that  thfy  will  not  meet  with  favor 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol.  The  Senator 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Fesschdek]  has  very  well  ex- 
pressed the  idea  that  I  entertain — that  each  House 
has  to  act  upon  its  own  responsibility,  and  sepa- 
rately, in  reference  tojnattera  of  this  kind.  What- 
ever I  think  is  proper  upon  this  bill,  I  shall  vole 
to  put  upon  it,  without  any  sort  of  reference  as  to 
whether  it  is  to  please  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress or  'not.  Bat  there  are  two  points  about 
which  I  shall  have  to  be  satisfied  before  I  can 
vote  for  this  amendment;  and  the  firat  is — I  will 
address  ths  inquiry  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Dodob,]  who  introduced  tbe  last  amendment — ■ 
as  to  whether  any  investigation  haa  been  made 
into  the  expenditures  of  the  last  appropriations? 
Whet  has  come  of  the  money  which  has  been 
appropriated  heretofore?  Has  it  been  properly 
applied?  Has  it  been  accounted  for?  1  want  to 
be  satisfied  upon  that  point,  not  only  in  reference 
to  the  amendment  itself,  but  in  reference  to  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment.  These  works 
have  been  going  on  for  years.  Appropriation 
after  appropriation  has  been  made  for  them;  and, 
fer  one,  I  am  not  Willing  to  sit  here  from  year  to 
year,  and  makeapproprialiona  of  money  upon  bare 
estimates,  without  knowing  what  has  become  of 
the  money  which  we  have  already  appropriated. 

Then  I  want  to  know  as  to  another  point.  Are 
the  appropriations  now  asked  for  to  complete  the 
buildings,  or  are  they  to  go  on  to  some  time  in  tha 
future,  whichis  not  defined,  to  do  something,  we 
know  not  what?  Are  we  to  be  called  upon  to 
make  another  appropriation  in  a  general  appro- 
priation bin  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  The  amend- 
ment is  "  to  complete.'* 

Mr.  BROWN.  '.  know  that  term  is  put  in  the 
amendment;  bu'.  that  does  not  signify  anything  to 
us.  It  doca  not  complete  it,  hs  we  know  from  sad 
experieitca.  You  have  made  appropriation  after 
appropriation  "  to  complete  "  these  very  marine 
hoa^titals.  Qo  back  and  look  at  your  estimates 
for  years,  and  you  will  find  that  they  have  been 
completed  every  year,  according  to  those  esti- 
mates, for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  So  with  your 
custom*  houses. 

Anothef  thin)^  I  would  like  to  know.  How 
much  money  is  it  going  to  take  to  complete  these 
enstom-hotiaca  iw  the  West  ?  How  manyhundred 
dollars  is  each  one  to  cost?  And  is  the  value  of 
the  building,  for  commercial  purposes,  to  bearany 
sort  of  relation,  when  it  ■•  completed,  to  the  cost 
of  it?  I  understand  that  you  are  asked  to  build  a 
custom-house  in  Louisville,  another  in  Cincinnati , 
and  another  in  St.  Loais,  which  is  to  cost  tha 
Oovemment  a  half  a  million  of  dollars  at  leaat. 
So  understanding  it,  I  have  from  the  beginning 
warred  a«ainst  it.  You  have  no  use  for  any  auch 
eustom-housa  thef«.  What  is  the  whole  import- 
ing business  of  the  three  cities  ?  The  annual 
receipts  into  the  three eostom-honsm  would  not  be 
sufficient  te  build  one  of  them.  There  are  to-day 
mora  than  one  hundred  merchants  in  tha  Ihie* 
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I  who  transact  more  busineas  than  the  United 
tStntes  do  there.  I  mean  that  the  receipts  and  dis- 
fbursemenls  of  more  than  one  hundred  merchants 
rin  those  cities  are  larger  than  the  receipts  of  the 
rauslnm-bouses  there,  yet  each  one  transacts  his 
business,  with  all  his  merchandise  about  him,  in 
tp.  house  that  does  not  cost  him  perhaps  exceeding 
■  20,0U0  or  S^So.OUU. 

Mr.  CHASE.  The  Senator  is  mistaken  in  re- 
to  the  cost  of  these  custom-houses.  The 
Dtal  appropriation,  includinK  the  appropriation  of 
hat  custom-house  in  Cincinnati,  falls  short,  I 
hink,  of  $2UU,U00.  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the 
amount  at  Louisville.  The  St.  Louis  is  the  largest 
f  the  three.  And  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
usiness  done  at  these  cities,  the  Senator  is  under 
mistake.  I  cannot  state  precisely  at  this  mo- 
ment, but  the  revenues  collected  there  certainly 
much  exceed  j>200,()00  a  year. 
^ir.  BROWN.  I  have  not  referred  myself  to 
...J  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  I 
ftsked  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
■nd  Means  of  the  House,  yesterday,  what  were 
annual  receipts  of  the  customs  at  Cincinnati 
nd  St.  Louis?  He  told  me,  I  think,  that  they 
vere  about  $I60,OUO  at  Si.  Louis,  and  somewhere 
I  the  neiifhborhood  of  ^00,000  at  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  GEYER.  I  c^n  state  to  the  Senator  that 
tthe  receipts  at  St.  Louis  fur  the  last  year  were 
|((S94,0()0.  They  are  increasing  annually  at  the 
^rale  of  about  $8I),U00  a  year. 

Mr.   BROWN.     Allowing   the  amount  to  be 
,294,000,  why  do  you  want  a  house  which  is  to 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  half  a  million,  in  order 
[.to  transact  that  amount  of  business.' 

Mr.  CHASE.  The  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
fsay,  that  these  buildings  for  custom-houses  are 
{only  called  custom-houses,  but  they  are  also  in- 
klended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts  and 
Ithe  post  offices,  and  the  various  public  business 
^of  the  United  States,  at  each  of  these  points,  and 
really  there  is  a  great  economy  in  the  construction 
f  a  house  for  these  purposes,  instead  of  renting, 
B  the  Government  ordinarily  does. 
Mr.  WELLER.  What  does  the  Government 
fpay  in  the  way  of  rent  now? 

r.  CHASE.      Some  #6,000  in  Cincinnati 
tlone. 

Mr  BROWN.  Well,  sir.allhough  these  build- 
lings  are  to  be  used  for  all  these  purposes,  I  think 
smaller  sum  might  suffice.  But  let  that  pass. 
LI  know  very  well  that  there  is  really  no  necessity 
'"for  collecting  customs  at  those  cities  at  all.  Who 
rdoesnol  know  that  there  is  not  one  single  ounce  of 
merchandise  which  goes  to  one  of  those  cities, 
'  which  does  not  pass  through  New  Orleans.'  and 

►  you  are  building  a  custom-house  there  which  will 
f  cost  from  three  to  live  millions  of  dollars.  If  there 
'  be  a  necessity  lor  these  buildings,  and  for  the  ap- 
!  propriation  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  them,  let 
^  us  appropriate  the  amount,  but  let  us  ascertain 

what  has  been  done  with  the  money  heretofore 
appropriated,  and  how  much  will  be  wanted  here- 

>  Bfier  to   complete  these    buildings.      When   the 
proper  committee  of  the  Senate  have  investigated 

i  these  matters  properly  they  will  be  able  to  answer 
(•officialljr,  on  their  responsibility,  whether  these 
^appropriations  are  needed;  but  when  you  merely 
bring  in  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  ask  for  appropriations  without  knowing 
anything  as  to  what  has  been  done  with  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated,  and  without  knowing 
whether  the  present  appropriation  will  complete 
the  buildings,  you  are  striking  in  the  dark.  I 
want  information  upon  these  points,  and,  without 
it,  I  cannot  vote  for  these  appropriations. 

Mr.  CASS,  i  desire  not  to  be  misunderstood 
by  my  vote.  I  will  vote  against  these  amend- 
ments; and  yet,  if  I  understand  the  object,  I  think 
,  I  should  vote  for  nny  one  of  the  appropriations 
if  it  came  in  what  I  thought  to  be  the  right  place. 
I  rely  very  much  upon  the  opinion  of  the  honor- 
.  able  Senator  at  the  head  of  tne  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance in  relation  to  appropriation  bills.  I  do  not 
want  to  hazard  the  bill.  1  do  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maine,  that  this"  may  not 
ha7.ard  the  bill.  If  this  were  a  matter  of  princi- 
ple, I  admit  that  we  should  not  look  so  much  as 
to  whether  it  should  be  in  this,  or  in  some  other 
bill;  but  when  it  is  a  mere  question  of  expediency 
as  to  the  best  way  of  passing  the  provision,  I 
tliiiik  it  right  to  look  to  the  condition  of  things  in 
the  other  House.  That  appears  tome  to  be  a 
_  legitimate  subject  of  inquiry. 
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Mr.  BAYARD  called  for  the  yeae  and  naysoi 
ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  foralnird  reading;an< 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hesitate  to  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion, because  I  was  not  here  when  the  discussion 
upon  the  claim  took  place.  I  must  thereforevote— 
from  my  previous  impressions,  which  were  favor- 
able to  the  claim — for  the  bill. 

Mr.  JAMES.  The  same  circumstances  as  those 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  ha* 
slated,  will  control  my  vote.  1  have  not  heard 
the  discussion,  but  from  reading  the  report  I  ha»e 
received  a  favorable  impression  astothejuaOM 
of  the  claim. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  re- 
sulted— yeas  24,  nays  17;  as  follows: 
TEAR— Mesura.  Adams,  Il.ldei^r,  Bell.  Brndhead,  Bronn, 
Casn,  Clinsp,  Clay,  Dodge  of  Winronnln,  Dodce  "f  I"' 
DnuKlas,  Geyer,  Gwin,  Ilnmltn.  Jsmps,  Jones  of  loi 
Maiion,  .Morion,  Pearce,  Pralt,  Kusk,  Stua/I,  Wade,* 
Wcllcr— S4. 

NAYS— Mewra.  Allen,  Alchison,  Knysra.  Clsylon. 
ant,  Kvereli,  Fewenden,  Fish,  Fily.palrick.  Fool,  Htm 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  ^lidell,  Suntner,  rtioiap^on  of  K( 
lucky,  VVilliaois,  and  Wright — 17 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  enijroBsed  for  a 
third  reading.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time,  aod 
passed. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL- 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  as  amended  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Moine,[.Vfr.  HiM- 
LiN,]  and  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Dodoe.] 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays, 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meiwrs.  Allen,  AlchwoB,  Bsyard,  Bell,  Ctiaw, 
Clavlou,  Dodpe  of  Wtsconsiii,  DodRe  of  Iowa,  Dmt«la*, 
Everell,  Fe»?eiiden,  Foot;  Geyer,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Jamev, 
Jones  of  Iowa,   Jones   of  Tennewsw,   MortoH,   Si 
TlionipKOii  of  Kemui-ky,  Wade,  and  Wellwr— '23. 

NAYS — Meissrs.  Adams  Brodhead,  Drown,  Ct»m 
Evans,  Fllzpatrlek.  Hunter,  Mason,  Pearce,  Pralt, 
Slidell,  Stuart,  Williams,  and  Wriftlu— 16. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  at  the  end  of  the  clause  providing  for  the 
expenses  of  the  land  commission  in  California, 
the  following: 

And  the  uuirshats  of  the  northern  and  aoalhem  dii 
of  California  Khali  have  lite  same  mileage  and  conipeni 
lion  for  serving  prn<:cs5es  is-uing  from  said  ooaifnissw 
a-4  are  allowed  to  sh'-ritTs  for  M^rvinff  Ihe  same  proee*se» 
the  hiieher  courts  of  California;  and  the  same  niilcafe  ' 
per  diem  shall  he  paid  to  witnesses  as  is  allowed  lo 
nesses  by  the  State  of  California. 

I  will  explain  in  a  few  words  the  necessity  for 
this  amendment.  The  appropriation  to  which  I 
propose  to  add  it  is  in  these  words: 

"  For  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  commissirm. 
appointed  under  the  aet  of  Miuch  3,  1651,  for  MUling  land 
claims  in  Califuraia,  .937,S0<I." 

The  marshals  of  these  two  districts  are  required 
to  summon  witnesses  before  this  commussion. 
They  have  to  travel  great  distances  in  doing  so. 
They  receive  but  ten  cents  per  mile,  while  their 
traveling  costs  them  fifty  cents  per  mile.  Alt  I 
ask  is,  that  when  they  are  required  to  perform 
this  duty  they  shall  get  the  same  compensation 
as  is  allowed  sheriffs  for  similar  duties  by  the 
highest  courts  of  the  State. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  the  marshals 
in  all  the  other  districts  are  complaining.  A  col- 
league of  mine  was  telling  me  this  morning  of  a 
case  in  which  a  marshal  of  western  Virginia  waa 
required  to  convey  prisoners,  and  the  cost  of  con- 
veying them  was  more  than  his  fees  amounted  to. 
The  marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of  that  State 
saw  me  the  other  evening,  and  he  told  me  thai  the 
mileage  allowed  him  by  law  is  not  as  much  as  he 
is  required  to  pay  for  traveling  on  the  railroads  lo 
serve  process.  Why  then  relieve  the  marshal* 
of  one  Stale  and  leave  all  the  others  out? 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  must  be  perfectly  evident  to 
the  Senate  that  this  is  a  special  duty  required  of 
these  marshals  under  a  law  which  expires  next 
March.  The  marshals  are  required  to  aummop 
witnesses  before  the  land  commissioners,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  duties  before  the  United  Stales  courts. 
I  know  that  the  compensation  of  the  marshal*  ia 
too  small,  and  1  am  in  favor  of  having  it  increased 
upon  a  general  appropriation  bill.  But  here  is  ao 
appropriation  for  a  deficiency  for  the  expenses  of 


Mr.  BELL.  How  will  it  cause  the  loss  of  the 
bill  in  the  other  House? 

Mr.  CASS.  1  am  not  responsible  for  the  fact, 
Mr.  President;  but  we  have  all  heard  what  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
has  Slated;  and  from  his  means  of  information  I 
rely  very  much  upon  his  opinion  in  regard  to  these 
subjects.  I  believe  that  this  will  hazard  the  bill. 
Sir,  we  have  had  these  fights  at  every  session  on 
deficiency  bills.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Iowa  has  very  well  and  properly  said,  that  when 
what  every  Senator  must  feel  to  be  a  local  ques- 
tion is  crowded  into  a  bill  of  this  sort,  those  who 
do  not  bring  forward  their  local  questions  of  a 
similar  nature  are  supposed  lo  neglect  the  interests 
of  their  constituents.  Some  gentleman  has  re- 
ferred to  the  Northwest,  and  the  necessity  of  har- 
bors and  other  improvements  there.  Now,  I  can 
say,  that  there  is  no  place  in  the  Northwest  where 
the  accommodation  of  commerce  more  indispensa- 
bly requires  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  than 

Detroit;  and  I  intend,  myself,  to  introducea  reso- 
lution next  week  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erect- 
ing one  at  that  point;  but  I  do  nol  want  to  intro- 
duce it  here,  and  to  encumber  this  bill  with  such 
an  appropriation.  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment on  that  ground,  because  I  do  not  want  lo 

hazard  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  we  have  done 
session  after  session  in  this  way;  yet  when  the 
appropriations  come  un  in  the  appropriate  way  lo 
carry  on  existing  works  I  shall  vote  for  them. 
Mr.  GWIN.     It  has  been  so  often  stated  that 

the  amendments  proposed   to  be  put  on   the  bill 

now  will  cause  its  defeat  in  the  other  House,  that 

I  think  it  is   proper   to  correct   that   statement. 

Sir,  there  was  another  provision  in  the  first  defi- 
ciency bill  which  caused  its  defeat  In  the  House, 

and  that  was  the  provision  in  regard  to  an  assay 

office  in   New  York.     We  know  perfectly  well  I 

that  it  was  the  vote  of  thfcPennaylvonia  (Jelega-  ! 

lion  wtiich  defeated   the  bill,  and  that  it  was  not  j 

the  question  of  the  custom-houses.     The  delega-  ! 

lion  from  that  State  in  the  other  House  almost 

unanimously  voted  against  the  bill,  because  of  its 

containing  an  appropriation  of  over  $500,000  for 

the  New  York  assay  office;  and  I  undertake  to 

say  that  had  more  influence  in  defeating  the  bill 

than  the  amendments  now  proposed. 

Mr.  NORRIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

the  amendment  of  Mr,  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  to  the 

amendment  of  Mr.'THOMPsoN,  of  Kentucky. 
The  yeas  and   nays  were  ordered;  and  being 

taken,  resulted — yeas  24,  nays  17;  as  follows: 
YEAS— Me«srs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Bayard,  Bell,  Brod- 

beod.  Chase,  Clayton,  Dodge   of  Wisconsin,   Dodge  of 

Iowa,  Douglas,  Everelt,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Geyer,  Gwin, 

Hamlin,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Jones  of  'Pennessee,  Mor- 
ton, Sumner,  Thompson  of  KentQcky,  Wade,  and  VVel- 

ler— 24. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Badger,  Brown.  Butler,  Cass, 

Clay,  Evans,  Filzpalrick,  Hunter,  Mason,  Norris,  Pearce, 

Pratt,  Busk,  Stuart,  Williams,  and  Wright— 17. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

HODGES  AND  LANSDaLE,  AND  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  As  the  Senate  is  now  prob- 
ably as  full  as  it  will  be  during  the  day,  I  ask,  in 
pursuance  of  the  informal  understanding  which 
we  had  early  in  the  morning,  that  this  bill  maybe 
laid  aside  temporarily,  in  order  that  we  may  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hodges  &  Lansdale, 
and  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Rinaldo  Johnson 
and  Ann  E.  Johnson,  deceased.  It  has  been 
already  fully  debated  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Pr*tt,]  and  hy  the  honorable  Senator  from  Del- 
aware, [Mr.  B.\TARD.] 

Mr.  GWIN.  We  are  about  coming  to  a  vote 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
Let  us  dispose  of  that,  and  then  take  up  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  hone  the  request  of 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  will  be  acceded  to. 
It  is  right  and  proper;  and  the  bill  can  be  disposed 
of  without  debate. 

Mr.  GWIN.     Very  well. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair.)    The  Chair  hears  no  objection  to  the 
course  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  i 
The  bill  to  which  he  refers  is,  therefore,  now  under 
consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.         j 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hodges  &  Lansdale, 

and  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Rinaldo  John- .  ..t        . 

son  and  Ann  E.  Johnson,  deceased,  was  reported  :|  the  board  of  land  commissioners.     Now  1  want 
lo  the  Senate  without  amendment.  "  the  marshals  who  are  required  by  law  to   aerr* 
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"■cssra  which  iaaue  from  that  board,  and 
ernta  who  are  required  to  attend  its  ait- 
.gii,  10  receite  the  same  compenealion  which  is 
■  'lowed  fur  similar  services  by  liie  Stale  courts. 
i  jtmuld  not  mov«  the  amendment  if  this  were  not 
■i  gpedfic  case,  calting  for  immediate  relief. 
The  unrndment  was  a|:reed  to. 
Mr.  GWIX.     I  have  another  amendment.     It 
itto  interi  at  the  end  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
War  Dejiartraent  the  following: 

AM  Ibr  Se(*f«!f ary  of  War  is  hereby  dirert«^d  tahave  the 

t>ouiiJ«rl<»  oi  itic  tiiilil.\ry  reserve  at  the  Presidia,  near 

M-^iien,  estati1ii-li«n1  in  inoludennty  surh  an  amount 

:~  ij  r(N|«)rf«l  for  Miililan,-  (itirp»?<e«;  and  the  rest- 

>i:d  pes«rvaliun   id   hereby  ip«l  a{>art  fM  tlie  UM  of 

.,^6iu:  icboats  in  the  city  of  2>au  Praucii^co. 

That  m  according  to  the  recomanendation  of  the 
■  i'  the  division  of  that  coast. 
I'ER.     Isihereanjr  eatimaleforthiB.' 
\.     It  is  not  an  appropriation. 
<  TER.     It  ia  aa  appropriation  of  land 
i»co. 
.Mr.  G  \V  1 N.    I  have  a  letter  from'the  command- 
■t;  general  on  the  Pacific  coast,  giving,  in  detail, 
nsona  showing  why  there  is  a  great  deal  more 
nnd  in  the  reservation  than  ia  required  fur  the 
military  serrice.     Let  the  letter  be  read: 
The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

HBADqCARTirafl  Pacific  Drvis»ox.         ) 

Has  Fa  a  xcia  CO,  OcloitriS,  185.3.  j 

Ba.:  Doet^Gwin.a  l«fw  days  before  htareceatdepannre 

"-  -li  iTiii  '-iU'  lo  re»«me  his  dalieH  in  the  United  Stales 

MO  wheilier  1  ihou^lil  the  wliole  of  the  rea- 

Pretadio    (near    the  Golden  Gnle)     was 

ic  p'irposes  connected  with  the  defense  of 

'-  Qave  the  opinion  thai  there  is  much 

il  in  the  reservation   than  could  be 

pinion  from  the  enjineerH  charxcd 

■  defenses  for  the  ha/bor  would 

;iny  diminution  of  il  could  be 

iKJiu  Ooclnr  fiwin,  of  the  15lh 

lo  lor  3  e-l>-rilay,  I  am  requetiled  to  address 

'lie  point  above  indicated  to  the  honorable 

- .  .tr,  his  object  being  to  have  the  surplusage 

i|>pr<ipfiaird  to  the  use  of  scJioolit  in  this  (San 

•)  city,  during  the  approaching  session  of  Con- 

'  -citation  in  saying,  tliat,  in  my  opinion,  there 

ground  included  in  the  reRervniion  than  is 

Mic   purposes,  and  more  Uian  il  is  either 

' .  possible  to  reiain  so  near  a  rapidly 

and  that  if  a  considerable  portion,  to 

e  direction  of  the  President,  could  be 

^uonai  purposes  in  this  city,  a  beuer  dispo- 

•1  aot  possibly  be  made. 

^ -> (Mr  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

...u.,  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Cetenel  id  Inf.  anJL  Brevet  Brig.  Bentrat. 
'^Ottel  Saacct.  Cooraa,  Adjutant  Oeneral, 

United  Stoles  ^rmy,  )>'at*tng(an  CUy,  D,  C. 

Mr.  GWIN.    The  commander  of  the  division 

'atea  that  there  ia  much    more  land  in  this  re- 

Tve  than  is  needed  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 

irnT:  and  all    I    ask    is,  that   the   United  States 

uish  titeir  title  to  a  portion  of  it  for 

.  because  there  are  half  a  dozen  titles 

A-,  .niid  I  do  not  know  how  many  more 

rn  up  before  the  question  is  finally  settled. 

iQumnderof  the  Pacific  division  specifically 

dtes  that  h«  has  now  to  keep  a  force  constantly 

riployed  to  keep  persons  from  intruding  upon  it. 

Iiope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.    HUNTER.      I    suppose   tliat    in  other 

.atea    the    United  Slates   have  more  land  than 

ey  can  occupy  for  public  purposes.     It  seems 

>  me  that  it  would  at   least  be   proper  to  add  a 

roviso  to  this  amendment,  that  the  State  ofCali- 

mia  should  give  up  her  title  to   this  lot,  upon 

-turJi   we  have  already  spent  $80,000  or  $90,000 

<  reclaiming  it  from  the  sea  and  piling  it. 

Mr.  STUART.      I   have  a  few  words  to  say 

.''On  this  amendment,  becauae  I  have  had  occa- 

-lO  tn  call  upon  the  Department  in  relation  to  a 

-  question  heretofore.     I  think,  and  I  sub- 

j  the  Senate,  that  it  would  be  hazardous  to 

-  in  this  way  with  military  reservations 

■-  having  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 

It  has  not  been  done  in  any  case,  to  my 

A  case  arose  in  my  own  State  in  re- 

"■  Gratiot,  where  six  or  eight  hundred 

.„,..i  were  held  as  a  military  reserve, and 

-ineer  Department  to  this  day  ia  unwilling 

•y  to  Congress  that  there  is  too  much  land 

r  militaiy  purposes.     That  is  not  a  place 

be  position  is  anything  likeas  valuable,  or 

iiiij-Mrtant  to  the  public  service,  as  this  position 

•  San  Francisco.  1  submit  that  the  Senate  should 

"•t  undertake  here  to-day  to  cut  down   the  mili- 

rf  reserve  at  San  Francisco  without  consulting 

e  Department,  without  having  any  information 


except  a  report  from  the  officer  in  command,  which  j 
is  never  considered  as  satisfactory.  Besides,  if 
ihat  were  to  be  done,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
consider  what  disposition  we  should  afterwards  '. 
moke  of  the  land  cut  off.  I  should  prefer  very 
much,  if  we  are  to  give  it  at  all,  that  weshould  give 
it  to  the  Stale  of  California  at  large,  rather  than 
to  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  There  has  not  been 
a  case  of  this  sort  before,  lo  ray  knowledge,  and 
1  doubt  whether  one  has  ever  arisen  under  this 
Government,  where  we  have  undertaken  to  inter- 
fere and  dispose  of  a  military  reserve  without  the 
exnress  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  amendment  requires  his 
sanction.  He  is  ordered  to  set  apart  ns  much  as 
is  wanted  for  the  public  interests,  and  the  residue 
only  is  to  be  granted  to  the  city. 

The  amendment  was  rejecteij. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  to  offer  tne  following 
amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

^nrf  be  it  JuTtKer  enacttd.  That  so  much  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  niakinc  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  dip- 
loniatic  expenses  of  Governnienl  for  the  year  ending  die 
3UUi  June,  1853,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as  provides  for 
conipensaiion  lo  the  Spanirili  Consul  and  olher:^,  for  tosses 
occasioned  by  violence  at  New  Orleans  and  at  Key  Wesl, 
in  the  year  lim,  shall  be  so  construed  as  lo  place  Michael 
Papperitzn,  a  subject  of  Austria,  on  the  same  fooUng  with 
Bubjecu  of  Spain. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  made  to  appear  to 
the  Department  of  State  that  there  was  an  un- 
happy subject  of  Austria,  who  was  confounded 
with  the  Spanish  subjects,  at  the  time  of  the  dep- 
redations upon  them  about  the  period  of  a  certain 
public  meeting  which  took  place  at  New  Orleans 
in  1851,  in  consequence  of  certain  events  in  Cuba. 
The  provision  which  was  made  to  compensate 
them  for  those  losses  was  confined  by  law  to 
Spanish  subjects.  This  poor  man  is  the  only  one 
who  is  not  provided  for,  because  he  does  not  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  as  he  is  not  a 
Spanish  subject.  His  claim  amounts  only  to  $100 
or  $300,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  should 
be  placed  on  a  footing  with  the  subjects  of  Spain 
in  regard  tp  this  indemnity. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  report  the  following  amendment 
from  the  Committee  on  Territories: 

To  Richard  H.  VVcightman,for  mileage  and  for  per  diem 
ajs  Senator  elect  from  New  .Mexico,  $j,4G0. 

I  am  authorized  to  offer  this  amendment  by  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. A  Delegate  from  that  Territory,  who 
came  here  at  the  same  lime  with  Mr.  Weightman, 
was  paid,  and  how  it  happened  that  Mr.  Weight- 
man  was  not  paid,  i  cannot  understand.  He  was 
elected  a  Senator  upon  the  presumption  that  New 
Mexico  would  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  and  traveled  from  there  lo  Washington  city 
with  that  expectation.  A  Delegate  came  here  at 
the  same  time.  One  was  paid,  but  the  other  was 
not.  1  conceive  that,  according  to  the  practice  of 
the  Senate,  or  of  Congress  in  such  cases,  Mr. 
Weightman  is  equally  entitled  to  be  paid  with 
other  gentlemen  who  presented  themselves  under 
similar  circumstances.  Whatever  error  may  have 
been  committed  by  the  people  of  New  Mexico, 
and  however  delusive  may  have  been  the  expec- 
tations under  which  he  made  his  appearance  here. 
Congress  is  not  thereby  discharged  from  the  obli- 
gation of  payment  in  this  case,  when  it  has  paid 
all  other  f)elef;ates  similarly  situated. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  seems  to  tne  that  this  is  a 
dangerous  precedent  to  establish,  to  pay  a  Senator 
elect  from  a  Territory  when  that  Territory  may 
not  be  formed  into  a  State  for  a  long  time  lo  come. 
If  this  is  to  be  allowed ,  may  not  all  the  Territories 
be  electing  Senators  and  sending  them  here.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  This  is  not  a  new  principle 
at  all.  When  Minnesota  was  lefl  without  any 
government,  her  people  sent  an  agent  here,  and 
we  established  a  government  for  them,  and  paid 
their  agent.  Oregon,  being  left  without  any  gov- 
ernment, sent  two  agents;  we  established  a  gov- 
ernment, and  paid  them.  Utah  sent  an  agent  in 
the  same  way,  and  we  paid  him.  New  Mexico, 
being  left  without  any  government  at  all,  at  the 
same  time  that  California  formed  a  State  govern- 
ment, attempted  to  make  one  of  her  own,  and 
sent  her  agents  here.  We  have  paid  the  Delegate 
whom  she  sent  to  the  House,  but  we  have  not  paid 
thegentleman  whom  she  sent  to  this  body.  W^hen 
we  admitted  California  we  paid  her  Senators  and 
Representativeafrom  the  time  they  came  b«re.  We 


have  paid  every  territorial  agent  except  this  one. 
This  amendment  is  only  to  put  him  on  an  equality 
with  the  others.  It  was  an  oversight,  or  it  would 
have  been  done  before. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  feel  very  favorably  disposed  to- 
wards the  amendment,  if  it  is  proper;  but  I  wish 
to  ask  whelher  there  was  another  agent  from  thia 
Territory.* 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CASS.   Then  I  will  not  vote  for  this.  The 

j  New  Mexican  authorities  ought  to  have  known 

better  than  to  send  two  here.     They  ought  not  to 

expect  us  to  pay  two  Delegates  for  them.     One 

has  already  been  paid,  and  1  am  not  willing  to  go 

i  further. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Oregon  sent  two,  and  we 
paid  them.  New  Mexico  sent  one  ^o  each  House; 
and  we  paid  the  one  sent  to  the  other  House,  but 
not  the  one  sent  to  the  Senate.  It  was  an  omis- 
sion at  the  time  when  we  paid  the  one  for  the 
House.     We  paid  two  for  Oregon. 

Mr.  CASS.     Why  pay  two.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAg.  Only  because  two  came  on, 
and  did  service,  and  expended  their  means  in 
coming. 

M  r.  C ASS.     Was  there  a  contest  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  think  it  is  fair  to  pay  one;  but  I 
am  not  willing  to  go  beyond  that.  We  did  this 
at  first  for  Minnesota;  and  we  allowed  the  Dele- 
gate to  take  his  seat,  though  not  regularly  elected ; 
but  are  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  go  further 
than  that,  and  send  a  Senator  here,  without  any 
kind  of  grounds  for  it?  I  am  not  willing  to  agree 
to  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  think  the  Senator  from  lllinoia 
did  not  state  the  case  fully.  Two  Senators  were 
elected  from  New  Mexico — one  came,  and  one  did 
not.  The  Delegate  who  was  sent  to  the  Housa 
was  received  there  and  paid. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Delegate  was  not  re- 
ceived, I  believe;  but  he  was  paid,  after  the  forma- 
tion of  a  territorial  government.  He  performed 
service,  and  was  paid. 

Mr.  GWIN.  After  the  territorial  government 
was  organized,  he  took  bis  seat,  if  I  remember 
rightly. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  No,  lir;  not  at  all.  He 
went  back  for  reelection. 

Mr.  GWIN.  He  was  not  reelected;  and  that 
Delegate  never  came,  unless  under  his  first  election. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  Sibley,  of  Minnesota,  was  one 
of  the  first  cases. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Two  came  from  Oregon;  one 
was  received,  but  both  were  paid.  Two  came 
from  Utah;  they  were  not  received,  but  they  were 
paid.  Besides,  at  the  time  when  New  Mexico 
sent  these  agents  here,  the  policy  of  the  existing 
Administration  waa  to  encourage  the  people  there 
to  form  a  State  government;  and  they  had  a  right 
to  auppose  that  they  were  to  be  received  as  Cali- 
fornia was.  At  any  rate,  this  agent  came  here  at 
his  own  expense,  and  expended  this  amount  of 
money;  but  he  was  sent  back.  As  you  have  paid 
all  others,  I  do  not  see  why  he  should  not  be  put 
on  an  equality  with  them.  He  certainly  incurred ' 
all  the  expenaes.  It  was  an  oversight  that  it 
was  not  brought  forward  then.  I  had  charge'Of 
the  other  appropriation,  and  it  was  brought  into 
the  Senate  and  adopted.  This  did  not  happen  to 
be  in  my  hands  at  the  time,  or  I  should  have  of- 
fered it. 

The  question  waa  uken  on  the  amendment; 
and  there  were — ayes  11,  noes  19 — no  quorum 
voting. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  very  certain  that  this 
matter  is  not  understood  by  the  Senote,  or  they 
would  not  object  to  paying  this  gentleman.  I 
know  very  well  the  reason  why  the  payment  was 
not  made  before.  My  friend  from  Tennessee  re- 
marked that  it  was  some  oversight.  It  was  not 
an  oversight;  but  when  this  very  appropriation 
was  moved  to  a  former  bill  by  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawson,]  not  now  present, 
it  was  rejected  in  the  Senate  by  one  vote,  and  that 
vote  was  mine.  I  voted  against  it  upon  the  ground 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  Rosk] 
was  indignant,  (because,  at  that  time  the  State  of 
Texas  claimed  New  Mexico  ns  being  part  of  her 
territory,)  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  on  ihe 
part  of  New  Mexico  to  establLsh  a  cnnslitution 
as  a  Slate,  and  send  her  represenlaiives  here'. 
Aa  my  friend  from  Tennessee  well  remembers, 
we  were  then  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  orranya 
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the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  nnd  we  wished 
not  to  ndil  any  fuel  to  the  flame  of  excitement  and 
opposition  which  then  existed  in  any  quarter. 
But  it  was  recngni/.ed,  1  believe,  universally  in 
the  Senate  as  a  just  and  proper  allowance. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  should  deeply  repret 
that  my  vote  given  on  thai  occasion,  for  that 
very  reason,  should  be  the  means  of  preventing 
this  sum  being  paid  now.  New  Mexico  un- 
dertook to  form  a  State  constitution;  and,  under 
that  attempt,  she  elected  a  Senator  to  this  body, 
and  elected  a  member  to  the  other  House.  The 
member  sent  to  the  other  House  was  paid  by  that 
House.  The  person  elected  as  a  Senator  to  this 
House  was  not  paid  by  this  House.  That  is  the 
■whole  matter.     Now,  I  should  beglad  to  see  what 

■  possible  grounil  there  can  be  to  make  a  difference 

■  in  this  case.  It  seems  personal;  it  seems  invid- 
ious. Ii  cannot  be  the  amount  of  money.  1  do 
not  see  why  a  different  measure  should  be  dealt 

Y  out  to  this  gentleman  from  what  was  dealt  out  to 
the  gentleman  who  attempted,  under  precisely  the 

'  same  circumstances,  to  represept  this  supposed  or 
assumed  State  in  the  other  House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  wish  to  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee  the  propriety  of  altering  the 
phraseology  ofhisamendmenl,  bystrikingoutthe 
words  "  Senator  elect  "  and  inserting  "  agent," 
or  something  of  that  sort.  This  gentleman  might 
have  been  sent  here  aa  an  agent,  but  he  was  not  a 
Senator,  and  1  cannot  vote  to  pay  him  as  a  Sena- 
tor. 
Mr.  BELL.     He  was  just  as  much  a  Senator 

'  as  was  one  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  pre- 
sented themselves  here  from  California;  but  still 
I  defer  to  the  wishes  of  my  friend  from  Maryland, 
and  I  am  willing  to  let  the  modification  which  he 
Buggesis  be  made.  I  can  see  no  possible  differ- 
ence between  a  proposition  to  pay  this  gentleman, 

•  and  what  has  been  done  in  three  or  four  other 
cases.  Certainly  there  is  no  difference  in  princi- 
ple. There  may  be  some  prejudice  existing  with 
gentlemen  on  the  ground  that  he  is  mentioned   in 

'the  amenJmentas  a  "Senator elect;"  butthe  truth 

■  is  that  he  was  not  a  Senator  in  fact,  and  there- 
.fore,  I  presume,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
'  that  alteration  can  be  made.     Let  him  be  stated  as 

an  agent  sent  by  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 
Mr.  BROWN.     Then  1  will  suggest  to  my  hon- 
'  orable  friend  from  Tennessee  that  it  will  be  entirely 
without  precedent,  for  he  will  be  the  first  agent 
whom  we  have  paid  as  such.    The  others  were 
Delegates. 
Mr.  BELL.    Then  call  him  a  Delegate. 
Mr.  WELLER.     A  9«<«i  Delegate. 
Mr.  BELL.     I   know  it  will   be  impossible  to 
f'comply  with  the  views  of  every  Senator;  but  the 
pBubstance  is,  will  you  reject  the  claim  of  this  gen- 
tleman to  be  paid  when  he  came  here  in  a  political 
capacity,  according  to  the  undersunding   of  the 
I  people  of  New  Mexico,  to  represent  their  interests 
"in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  present 
[their  claims  to  be  recognized  as  a  Territory  or  as 
pa  State,  as  Congress  should  think  proper.'    They 

•  formed  their  State  Constitution,  and  elected  him 

'  as  a  Senator,  but  that  did  not  make  him  a  Sen-  ; 
'ator.  California  formed  her  Stale  constitution,  | 
I' and  elected  two  Senators,  but  they  were  no  more  i 
^'Senators  than  Mr.  Weightman  was,  until  Con-  ' 
^cress  recognized  California  as  a  State  of  this  Union. 
'•There  is  no  difference  in  principle  between  the  two 
■^casps. 

Mr.  BROWN.     Were  they  paid  ? 
Mr.  BELL.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BROWN.    Not  until  after  the  Stat*  was 
fiadmitted. 

Mr.  BELL.     I  believe  so. 

Mr.  BADGER.     But  they  were  paid  for  back 

;ime. 

Mr.  BELL.    The  payment  reverted  back  by 

(^relation  to  the  timeoftheirarrival  here  under  their 

.•election.    On  what  principle  did  Congress  pay  the 

»Delegates  from  Oregon, and  Utah, nnd  Minnesota? 

hey  came  here  not,  technically  and  legally  speak- 

ling,  as  Delegates,  political  representatives,  recog- 

I4>iized  as  such   by  the  laws  of  the  country;  but 

rlConeress  thought  it  was  just  to  them,  and  to  the 

I»habit«ni8  of  the  Territories  who  sejit  them  here 

.  present  Ihcircluims  and  represent  their  inteream, 

tl.at  they  should  be  paid.     Say,  if  you  will,  that 

it  «■>«  done  on  the  ground  of  liberality  and  (^en- 

krisity,  and  that  we  were  under  no  obligation  to 

do  so;  but,  sir,  I  ask,  when  you  have  recognized 

die  principle  that  you  will  pay  under  such  circum- 


slances,  on  what  ground   will  you  discriminate 
against  Mr.  Weightman.' 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  the 
gentleman  who  was  elected  and  returned  here  as  a 
Senator  from  New  Mexico  should  imagine  for  a 
moment  that  in  voting  against  this  amendment  I 
entertain  any  but  the  kindest  possible  feelings  for 
him.  I  entertain  very  kind  and  friendly  feelings 
for  him.  But  where  is  this  thing  to  stop?  Area 
mere  handful  of  people  somewhere  in  an  unorgan- 
ized territory,  not  a  regular  Territory,  (for  it  is 
altogether  inappropriate  to  speak  of  New  Mexico 
at  that  period  as  a  Territory;  it  was  solely  an 
unorganized  country,)  to  be  allowed  to  get  to- 
gether, go  through  some  kind  of  farce  of  electing 
somebody  here  whom  they  call  «  Senator,  and 
some  one  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
called  a  member  of  Congress.'  And  then  are  we 
to  pay  those  persons,  not  because  they  had  the 
least  shadow  of  claim  on  earth  to  seats  here  or  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  ?  Why,  sir,  1  under- 
stand there  are  be  many  as  two  or  three  Delegates 
here  now  from  the  proposed  Territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas.  Are  they  to  be  paid?  And 
are  you  to  pay  anybody  who  comes  here  from  ony 
portion  of  country,  whether  inhabited  or  not? 

Wherever  there  is  the  shadow  of  authority, 
wherever  there  is  the  slightest  pretext  in  law  for 
anybody  to  come  here,  such  is  my  respect  for  the 
purity  of  the  ballot-box,  that  in  all  contests  I  am 
willing  to  pay  bo'h  |)arties,lest  such  contests  shall 
not  be  brought  forward  and  fairly  investigated; 
yet  I  think  even  that  has  been  carried  too  fur.  I 
believe  it  is  certainly  going  entirely  too  far  to  talk 
of  paying  two  persons  sent  here  by  the  legislative 
body  of  New  Mexico.  There  was  no  legislative 
body  there  at  that  time,  no  constituency  to  send 
them,  no  State,  or  pretended  State;  but  a  mere 
handful  of  people  get  together  and  go  through  the 
ridiculous  farce  of  sending  two  Senators  to  Con- 
gress, ond  we  are  to  pay  those  whom  they  send. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  who  was  thus  chosen  to 
come  to  this  body  took  a  sensible  view  of  it.  He 
said,  "  I  will  not  go  to  Washington.  This  is  not 
a  State,  and  there  is  nobody  hereto  make  a  State." 

I  submit,  sir,  that  this  case  does  not  at  all  com- 
pare with  that  of  the  State  of  California.  There 
the  people  organized  a  government,  and  you  ad- 
mitted them  asaSiate.  Then,  after  you  admitted 
the  State,  you  paid  the  Senators  their  per  diem. 
The  payment  may  have  related  back  to  the  act  of 
election;  but  in  the  act  of  admitting  the  State,  you 
made  vnYid  the  previous  action  of  the  people. 
Here  you  repudiated  their  whole  action.  You 
did  not  even  consider  it.  The  action  of  the  people 
in  New  Mexico  was  never  considered  at  all  in 
either  House  of  Congress.  The  whole  thing  was 
looked  upon  as  ridiculous.  It  is  said  that  the 
member  whom  they  sent  to  the  other  House  was 
paid.  If  so,  it  was  wrong;  and  one  wrong  can- 
not justify  another. 

Mr.  Bell.     How  about  Minnesota? 

Mr.  BROWN.  In  the. case  of  Minnesota, 
according  to  my  recollection,  the  Delegate  was 
admitted.  There  was  no  law  authorizing  his  elec- 
tion, but  he  was  admitted  to  the  floor  of  the  House. 
But  even  ollowing  that  there  may  have  been  a 
half  a  dozen  precedents  in  that  House,  will  they 
justify  us  ?  I  say  yOu  are  now  setting  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  Slates  a  new  precedent.  You 
are  doing  for  yourselves  an  act  which  is  to  stand 
OS  a  precedent  throufh  all  after  time.  You  cannot 
justify  it  by  pointing  to  errors  similar  to  it  in  the 
other  House  of  Congress.  I  have  a  very  high 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Weightman.  He  was  a  Del- 
egate in  theHouseof  Represenlativee  when  I  wos 
a  member  of  that  body.  I  like  him  very  much; 
and  if  he  could  get  this  money  quietly,  without  my 
having  to  say  or  do  anything  in  regard  to  it,  I 
should  be  very  willing  that  he  should  have  it;  but 
I  cannot  vote  for  such  a  proposition  as  this,  because 
I  think  it  is  wrong. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  we  all  know 
very  well  that  the  acquisitions  made  from  Mexico 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  that  Republic,  led  to 
very  great  irregulorities  in  this  Government.  Sir, 
California,  before  she  was  either  a  Territory  or  a 
State,  assembled  o  convention,  under  the  counsels 
and  recommendations  of  the  Federal  Executive, 
declared  herself  a  State;  elected  members  to  a 
Legislature;  and  that  Legislature  elected  Senators 
to  this  body;  and  the  expenses  of  the  election  were 
paid  out  of  the  military  chest,  and  that  payment 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Qovernment. 
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As  has  been  **//  said  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Tennese'^i  when  the  honorable  genllemen 
who  came  here,  clnimins  to  be  Senators  for  Call- 
fornia,  presented  their  credentials  at  your  table, 
they  were  no  more  Senators  than  was  the  gentle- 
man whose  payment  is  now  contended  for — not 
one  bit.  I  speak  it  without  the  slightest  disre- 
spect eilher  to  that  State  or  to  the  gentlemen  who 
represented  her  as  Senators;  but  such  was  their 
actual  condition  under  the  law  and  the  Constito- 
lion.  Then  what  was  done?  California  was, 
against  my  judgment,  admitted  as  a  Stale,  and  the 
gentlemen  whom  she  sent  here  aa  Senators  were 
not  only  paid  their  full  allowance  for  daily  wages, 
but  their  mileage  also,  dating  back  from  the  day 
of  their  arrival  in  Washington,  and  not  from  the 
lime  they  took  their  seats.  Everything,  there- 
fore, in  that  inslance,  was  released. 

Now,  what  was  done  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  ?  Before  thai  was  either  a  Territory,  or^ 
ganized  as  such,  or  a  State,  under  the  counsels  of 
the  same  Exe(;ptive,  the  people  there  attempted  lo 
erect  themselves  into  a  Stale,  constituted  a  Legis- 
lature, elected  two  Senators,  and  a  member  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  sent  them  here. 
One  came  claiming  to  be  a  Senator;  the  jgenile 
man  who  was  elected  as  a  Representative  ran 
also.  How  was  it  different  from  lh«  Califor' 
case  ?  Both  sprung  up  under  the  hot-bed  of 
ecutive  recommendation.  One  was  sanclione 
but  the  other  was  not.  But  does  that  fact  involve, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  the  principle  of  paymeq 
or  the  expediency  or  jiuiice  of  the  payment?] 
cannot  see  it.  ^_ 

Sir,  this  Government  was  unseltletl  to  its  fouB* 
dations  by  the  actions  of  the  late  Administration 
connected  with  the  acquisitions  from  IVIexico. 
Yet  it  was  all  legalized;  all  sanctioned.  Gentle- 
men came  here  representing,  or  claiming  to  repre- 
sent, Utah  and  Oregon,  in  the  same  position, 
without  any  shadow  of  authority  in  law;  yet  the 
exigency  of  the  case  seems  to  have  been  atlmitted 
by  Congress;  and  having  been  sent  here  in  that 
capacity,  their  expenses  were  paid,  as  though 
they  hod  been  legally  elected.  Now,  I  under- 
stand the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  saya 
that  one  only  who  was  elected  as  Senator  from 
New  Mexico  came  here;  and  the  member  who 
was  elected  to  the  House  came  here.  That  mem- 
ber was  paid;  and  yet  it  is  now  said  that  we  are 
not  lo  pay  this  man  because  it  will  set  a  bad  pre- 
cedent. Sir,  the  precedent  was  set  Crom  the  time 
the  California  Senators  were  treated  as  Senstoni 
nunc  pro  tunc.  They  were  raid  from  the  day  of 
their  arrival  In  this  city.  The  precedent  was  set 
in  the  case  of  the  Delegates  from  Utah  and  Oregoj| 
before  territorial  governments  were  org;aniz^ 
and  it  is  perfectly  immaterial,  in  my  concepti<^ 
whether  they  were  legalized. or  not  as  SiatesI 
Territories.  The  principle  is  the  same,  and  the 
justice  is  the  name. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Sir,  the  precedent  was  set, 
let  me  tell  my  friend  from  Virginia,  long  before 
the  California  case.  The  precedent  was  set  aa 
far  back  as  the  time  when  we  began  to  admit  Dew 
Stales.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  back  quite  that  far; 
I  could  mention  a  number  of  cases  very  readily, 
but  I  Will  content  myself  with  referring  to 
with  which  I  am  sompwhat familiar.  I  bappc 
to  be  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  . 
diciary  in  the  years  1835  and  1836.  The  bill  i 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  which  I  was  a  mem- 
ber. We  reported  upon  it.  We  rejected  the  ap' 
plication  of  Michigan  for  admission;  we  sent  h« 
back.  Her  two  Senators,  Mr.  Norvell  and 
Lyon,  came  here  on  the  7th  December,  IS 
when  she  first  applied  for  admission.  What  ^^^ 
lowed?  She  was  not  admitted  until  the  26ih  Jan-' 
uary,  1637.  She  was  not  admitted  until  she  had 
complied  with  the  conditions  which  we  demanded 
of  her.  She  had  to  assemble  a  convention 
change  her  constitution,  lo  satisfy  the  views  < 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  before  she 
obtain  admission. 

Now  then  the  question  is,  what  was  done  ' 
the  Senators  ?  They  came  here  on  the  7th  of 
cember,  1835,  and  I  have  obinlned  a  note 
the  Secretary's  office,  by  which  it  appears  thai 
both  Mr.  Norvell  and  Lyon  were  paid  from  that 
day  as  Senators,  although  they  could  not  hn^a 
been  Senators  in  any  sense  until  the  26ih  of  Ja 
uary,  1837.  I  think  ihat  has  been  the  case  alwi 
1  think  it  was  so  with  Missouri. 
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Mr.  GEYER.    Yes,  sir;  it  wu. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  My  friend  from  Miaaouri 
•ays  it  was.  It  has  bean  the  case  with  almost 
every  new  State  which  I  remember.  Now,  why 
make  a  discrimination  here?  Did  this  gentleman 
c«me  in  good  faith  ?  Did  he  come  under  the  be- 
lief that  he  ought  to  come;  that  it  was  his  duly  to 
ths  country  to  comef  Is  there  any.  reason  to 
doubt  that?  Wliat  was  the  condition  of  New 
Mexico  whso  he  presented  himself  here  for  a  seat 
OS  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  ?  Why,  sir, 
that  T«i«itaryi  like  California,  had  been  neglected 
for  two  yean — shamefully  neglected.  Nogorem- 
ment  whateTer  bad  been  extended  over  either  of 
those  Territories,  and  each  made  ah  effort  to  rescue 
itself  from  anarchy.  In  the  honest  endeavor  to 
rescue  the  people  of  the  Territory  in  which  he 
lived  from  that  state  of  anarchy,  this  gentleman, 
I  suppose,  came  here  ready  to  submit  to  the  will 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  toe  justice  of  paying  him  under  these 
ciieumstaaees;  and  I  respectfully  submit  that,  to 
refiiae  to  pay  him,  would  be  a  departure  from  the 
precedents  which  we  have  heretofore  set. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  will  not  go,  sir,  into  the 
questions  -which  have  been  adverted  to,  sa  to  the 
propriety  of  the  odroisaion  of  California  into  the 
Confederacy  of  the  States;  bat  I  will  say  this!  that 
when  California  knocked  at  our  door,  she -came 
here  with  some  dignity;  that  is,  she  was  repre- 
■entsd  to  hare  a  population  which,  if  the  steps  for 
her  organization  had  been  legal,  would  liave  enti- 
tled her  to  be  represented  by  two4Senators  on  this 
floor.  So  of  Michigan.  I  make  a  great  deal  of 
difference  between  a  case  where  we  rgeet  one  who 
is  knocking  at  our  door,  and  a  case  wMre  we  adopt 
as  Senators  those  who  have  been  sent  here.  We 
have  chosen  to  adopt  the  honorable  gentlemen  from 
California  who  came  here,  as  Senators  anC  as 
associates.  We  did  so  upon  ths  ground  that  the 
people  of  that  Territory  were  in  a  state  of  anarchy , 
and  formed  a  State  eonetitntion  to  put  an  end  to 
it,  liaving  a  population  which  had  a  right  in  some 
measure  to  assume  upon  themselves  uie  position 
of  a  sovereign  State.  We  adopted  them,  and 
made  them  Senators  mtnc  no  hMc.  I  say  "  we, " 
but  I  do  not  mean  to  include  tnyself,  for  every- 
body here  knows  what  my  opinion  wss  on  the 
•ubject.  But  here,  sir,  is  the  cose  of  a  man  who 
came  from  New  Mexico  to  assume  the  position 
and  claim  the  compensation  of  a  Senator.  I  sup- 
pose be  scarcely  represented  anybody  but  Indians; 
certainly  not  three  hundred,  and  I  doubt  if  fifty 
white  people.  W«  have  not  chosen  to  adopt  him 
as  a  Senator. 

Now,  sir,  the  facility  of  making  new  States  is 
great  enough  already;  but  to  have  this  mode  of 
throwing  out  a  bounty  for  persona  to  represent 
t)iemselves  as  Senators,  when  they  cannot  be  Sen- 
ators, and  when  they  have  not  been  adopted  or 
recognized  as  such,  is  really  throwing  oat  a  Dounty 
for  ^venturers  to  endeavor  to  make  States  where 
they  could  not  do  so  properly. 

I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment  on  every 
ground.  There  is  no  prscedent  which  will  bind 
me  in  its  favor,  and  tbsre  is  nothing  in  this  case 
which  entitles  this  man,  in  any  point  of  view,  to 
the  character  of  a  Senator  or  a  Delegate.  If  he 
were  a  DelegaU,  it  wouU  be  a  different  matter;  for 
we  know  that  a  Territory  may  have  a  Delegate  or 
an  agent;  but  we  know  very  well  that  any  portion 
of  the  territory,  of  the  United  States  having  not 
more  than  fifty  white  people,  the  rest  being  occu- 
pied by  Indians,  cannot  assume,  cannot  even,  by 
usurpation,  take  upon  themselves  the  position  of 
a  sovereign  State  of  this  Confederacy.  And  is 
this  gnan  to  assume  to  be  a  Senator  from  a  mere 
blank  Territory?  I  cannot  vote  for  the  proposiiion. 
I  will  vote  against  it  on  other  grounds,  because  I 
think  it  is  setting  a  bad  example  to  encourage  peo- 
ple to  be  intrusive,  and  daim  to  be  Senators  when 
they  have  nn  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  RUSK.  If  I  stood  perfectly  indifferent 
on  this  subject,  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  should 
go  with  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Brr- 
LEBlin  opposition  to  the  appropriation  proposed 
by  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
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Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell.]  But,  sir,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  did  me  the  honor 
to  say  tlm't  when  it  was  brought  forward  imme- 
diately after  the  occurrence,  it  was  defeated. 

Mr.  BA  DGGR.  I  voted  against  it  in  deference 
to  the  Senator's  feelings. 

Mr.  RUSK.  At  that  time  the  question  was 
presented  in  a  very  different  aspect  from  that 
which  it  occupies  at  this  time.  Sir,  I  shall  always 
regard  the  action  of  the  Executive  Qovemroent  in 
reference  to  the  transaciions  which  led  to  this 
gentleman  presenting  himself  as  a  Senator  from 
New  Mexico,  as  an  outtaee  upon  the  rights  of 
the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  At 
the  time  he  came  here,  having  been  invited  to  do 
so  l>y  the  Executive  Government,  Texas  owned 
the  Territory  from  which  he  claimed  to  be  a  Rep- 
resentative. But,  sir,  that  question  has  been 
settled;  that  Administration  has  gone  outof  power; 
we  have  composed  the  difficulty  brought  about 
by  its  interference.  This  gentleman,  certainly, 
was  not  much  to  blame  for  acting  upon  a  sugges- 
tion coming  from  the  Executive  Government  of 
this  country.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
inasmuch  as  my  friend  from  North  Carolina 
thinks  I  defeated  the  proposition  to  pay  him 
before,  I  shall  now  vote  to  put  Mr.  Weightman 
on  a  footiiig  with  jother  agents  who  have  come 
here  from  Territories. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Mr.  President,  I  femem- 
ber  the  nigjht  when  this  claim  was  first  brought  up 
at  the  compromise  session  of  1850.  1  was  never 
more  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  any 
individual  was  entitled  to  milesgeand  perdiemasa 
Delmte  than  I  was  as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Weightman.  I  think  the  amendment  was 
then  ofihred%y  a  Senator  from  Georgia,  not  now 
in  his  pto^e,  [Mr.  Dawsow.  ]  So  just  was  the  prop- 
osition regarded  at  that  time,  in  view  of  what  had 
ooctund,  that  it  woakt  have  passed,  but  for  the 
boundarv  diffieolty,  of  whicn  my  friend  from 
Tsxas  (Mr  Rdik]  was  the  Napoleon  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  which  he  watebed  with  an  eye  that  never 
tired.  He  feared  lest  ths  recognition  of  this 
Delegate  would,  in  some  way  or  other,  impair  the 
right  of  Texas  to  all  the  land  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
wnich  she  claimed.  He  and  his  oolleogue — hot 
he  more 
would  then 
but  for  m_ 

thizing  with  him  in  that  matter.  Now,  however, 
he  proves  himself  to  b«  a  just  and  fair  man,  be- 
eaoss  whsn  an  opportunity  is  presented  for  him 
to  do  an  act  of  justice,  which  has  been  long  de- 
layad,^he  is  willing  to  do  it. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  sonstiltitioD  was 
presented  here  from  New  Mexico,  and  a  Senator 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sbwaro,]  not  now  in  his 
place,  made  a  speech  for  tha admission  of  that  Ter- 
ritory as  a  State;  and  it  was  highly  probable,  fh>m 
the  existing  state  and  condition  of  things  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  that  we  were  to  have  a  serious 
diiBeulty  in  regard  to  its  admission  as  a  State  with 
its  sparse  population.  That  difiSeulty,  however, 
psBsiMl  ovsr  when  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850  wsre  passed.  The  inaividual  whose  claim 
is  now  before  the  Senate  was  elected  as  a  Senator 
by  the  so-called  Legislature  or  New  Mexico,  just 
as  General  Harrison  was  elected  Delegate  from 
Ohio  at  first  by  its  Legislators.  That  was  the 
authority  bv  which  they  were  elected  in  former 
times.  Who  could  doubt  but  that  a  province  as 
large  as  New  Mexico  was,.would  be  entitled  to 
some  rcpresentotion  in  Congress  ?  The  Delegate 
whom  sne  sent  to  the  other  House,  although  not 
admitted  to  a  seat,  was  paid  by  a  clauss  subse- 
quently inserted  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill.  The  people  ofthe  Territory,  believing 
that  thev  were  aoting  tn  accordance  with  th«  wishes 
of  the  Exeoativs,  in  good  faith  sent  this  gentleman 
here  as  a  Senator.  He  came  expecting  his  seatvand 
I  am  sure  he  rendered  good  service  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory.  Since  that  he  was  elected  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  other  House;  and  4ie  served 
there  for  one  Congrees.  He  is  a  political  oppo- 
nent of  mine;  but  h(  is  now  at  home,  being  no 
longer  in  pabNc  Ufc    I  always  regarded  this  as  a 


just  claim,  and  1  am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  propriety  of  the  amendment  before  the 
Senate,  but  there  were  some  remarks  which  wars 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Texas  and  the  Senator 
from  Yirginia,  in  regard  to  Executive  interference 
in  the  formation  of  Slate  ^veroments  in  Califor- 
nia and  New  Mexico,  wUch  I  think  it  is  proper 
should  be  noticed  by  me.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing OS  to  what  the  Executive  did  in  New  Mex- 
ico, but  I  riiould  like  tn  know  upon  what  author- 
ity the  Senator  from  Virginia  says  the  people  of 
California  formed  their  government  at  Executive 
dictation. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Yes,  sir.  I  should  like  to 
hear  that. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  did  not  say  that  they  formed 
their  government  from  Elxeeutive  dictation,  bat  I 
said  that  the  military  commander  in  California 
at  that  time  (whether  by  authority  from  Washing- 
ton or  not  I  am  not  aware)  issued  a  proclama* 
tion,  appointing  the  places  of  election,  and  inviting 
the  people  to  assemble  there  to  elect  delegates  to  a 
convention;  and  he  paid  the  expenses  of  that  con- 
vention with  Federal  money.  That  is  my  recol- 
lection of  the  history  of  the  case.  If  I  am  wrong 
Senators  can  correct  me. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Will  my  friend  from  CoU- 
fornia  pennit  me  to  answer  that  statement? 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  give't^f  genUeman  the 
facts,  and  then  he  may  reply. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I.  am  perfectly  ocqttainted' 
with  the  fitcta. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  ytdd  the  floor  to  the  Senator 
from  Delawaro. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
has  said  that  New  Mexico  and  California  came 
here  as  States  ander  the  hot-bed  of  Executive  dic- 
tation. Sir,  tl)e  whole  history  of  that  matter  haa 
been  entirdv  misrepresented.  The  same  story 
haa  iMcn  told  over  and  over  again  upon  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  until  gentlemen  have  got  to  belieTS 
it.  It  is  not  so.  The  eonimanding  oflicer  in  Cal- 
ifornia, the  honorable  Senator  says,  exerted  him- 
self to  get  ap  a  State  government  there.  Does  the 
Senator  pretend  that  was  upon  tha  dictation  or 
Teeomroendation  of  the  Executive?  Not  a  word 
of  it,  sir.  When  the  people  of  California  started 
in  this  business  of  getting  up  a  State  government 
for  themselves,  they  did  it  of  their  own  dictation. 
All  that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  said  to 
them  was,  "  If  you  choose  to  take  that  eoorsc, 
as  I  can  by  no  recommendation  of  mine  obtain 
any  kind  of  protection  for  you,  as  I  can  obtaiii 
no  government  for  you,  as  you  are  in  a  state  of 
anarchy,  you  shall  not  be  resisted  by  me."  An 
sgent  was  sent  out  by  the  President  for  the  purpose 
merely  of  assuring  the  people  of  California  of  the 

Sternal  regojd  of  this  Government;  and  Mf. 
ng,  of  Georgia,  was  selected,  because  he  was  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  acquainted  with  all 
the  ciieumstances  which  prevented  justice  being 
done  to  California  at  the  previous  session  of 
Congress;  but,  beforo  his  arrival,  the  people  had 
moved  themselves  in  the  basinsss  or  forming  a 
Stats  government.  They  were  compelled  to  do 
it,  or  to  encounter  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy. 

So  in  regard  to  New  Mexico.  The  Senator  from 
Viiginia  Mid  the  Senator  firom  Texas  will  search 
in  vain  through  the  documents  and  records  of 
Congress  to  find  anything  to  show  that  there  was 
Executive  dictation  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a 
Slate  government  there.  No,sir;iuattheverysam* 
recommendation  was  made  by  President  Taylor 
OS  had  been  made  by  his  predecessor.  If  lbs 
Senator  will  look  at  the  annual  message  of  Presi- 
dent Polk  of  the  very  yeor  previoos,  be  will  ase 
that  he  himself  said  to  Congress  (hat,  inthsabssnca 
of  an  ability  on  the  part  of  Congress  le  ssttle 
these  distracting  questions  in  any  other  mode, 
(either  by  the  extension  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise line  to  the  Pacific,  or  by  the  courts,  or  by 
theidcetrine  of  non-interference,  all-  of  which  he 
rec<»inAiende^,)  thei*  was  another  course;  and, 
•  said  he,  the  time  is  not  distant  whea,  if  you  will 
widt,  tkesa'  people  will  inak«  a  gevetnmtnt  for 
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themselves.  General  Taylor  never  advanced  an 
inch  beyond  ilial  recoinmendaiiuii  made  by  liis 
predecessor. 

Mr.  MASON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him  this  question:  When  General  Riley  issued 
hia  proclamation  inviting  the  people  to  assemble 
atplncea  of  election,  which  he  designated,  to  elect 
membera  to  a  Slate  convention,  did  he  do  it  with 
the  approbation  o(  the  President  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Sir,  he  did  it  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  given  him  one 
word  of  advice  upon  the  subject.  He  acted  upon 
hia  own  personal  responsibility,  and  there  has 
been  the  fatal  error  of  the  honorable  Senator,  and 
a  great  many  others  who  have  talked  about  this 
matter  on  this  floor.  I  know  how  easy  it  was  for 
them  to  get  mistaken,  but  it  is  time  that  the  truth 
of  history  should  be  corrected.  I  beg  pardon  of 
my  friend  from  California  for  having  taken  up  so 
much  time  by  his  leave.  1  could  not  be  well 
restrained  from  an  expression  of  some  feeling  on 
this  occasion,  and  now  I  yield  the  floor  to  him. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President, what  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  says  in  regard  to  the  proclamation 
of  General  Riley  is  strictly  true.  General  Smiih 
sent  a  steamship  of  war  down  to  Mazntinn  early 
in  1849,  lo  ascertain  what  was  tiie  action  of  Con- 
gress in  regard  lo  forming  a  territorial  govern- 
ment, and  he  received  intelligence  that  there  had 
been  no  such  government  formed  for  California. 
Upon  receipt  of  that  information.  General  Riley, 
who  was  then  the  de  facto  Governor,  being  in 
command,  issued  a  proclamation  calling  upon  the 
people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention  lo  form 
a  Slate  constitution,  inasmuch  as  Congress  had 
foiled  to  create  any  government  at  all  for  them. 
This  proclamation  wnd  issued  before  the  agent  of 
the  General  Government,  of  whom  so  much  has 
been  .said,  arrived  there.  1  went  up  with  him,  and 
so  did  my  colleague.  It  is  well  known  in  Cali- 
fornia that  the  whole  movement  for  a  Slate  govern- 
m*nt  was  made  ouiside  of  any  Execuiive  influ- 
ence, and  without  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
the  Administration  here  thMsuch  a  movement  was 
in  contemplation  there. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     Entirely. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  says 
the  expenses  of  the  convention  were  paid  out  of 
the  military  chest.  The  Senator  is  just  as  much 
mistaken  in  that  as  in  his  other  assertion.  Sir, 
there  was  a  military  exaction,  a  military  contri- 
btuion,  levied  upon  tiie  people  of  California,  with- 
out the  authority  of  law,  wbicii  formed  what  was 
called  the  civil  fund.  There  was  no  U»w,  and  no 
authority  for  the  collection  of  that  money,  but  the 
di  facto  Governor  used  a  portion  of  that  fund  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  his  de  facto  government,  and 
also  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  MASON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  a 
moment?  He  says  I  made  a  mistake.  I  ask  him 
if  that  fund,  call  it  the  civil  fund,  or  what  you 
please,  was  not  a  military  chest,  in  the  Federal 
Treasury  .>  Was  it  not  Federal  money  of  the 
United  States  ? 

Mr.  GWIN.  No,  sir;  not  a  dollar  of  it  was 
ever  collected  by  authority  of  law;  and  up  to  last 
session  there  was  not  a  scrap  of  pajier  in  the  Treas- 
ury to  show  anything  about  it.  It  was  then  un- 
justly paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
by  the  action  of  this  body,  and  the  other  House, 
years  after  it  was  collected.  Not  a  dollar  of  a 
military  fund  was  paid  for  such  purposes.  When 
tiiefund  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  these  credits 
were  allowed  to  General  Riley,  for  his  disburse- 
ments. Sir,  the  Executive  government  of  the 
United  States  had  nnthine  to  do  with  the  formation 
of  the  government  of  California. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Nothing. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  was  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion which  formed  her  constitution.  We  per- 
mitted no  Qovernment  officer  to  approach  us,  or 
dictate  to  us,  and  tell  us  whot  we  should  do. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  the  honorableSen- 
atorfrom  Delaware,  in  appealing  to  his  own  recol- 
lections, and  correcting  me  in  regard  to  history, 
makes  a  slight  mistake  himself.  He  will  And,  by 
reference  to  the  documents,  that  at  the  lime  the 
Administration  with  which  he  was  connected  came 
into  power,  there  was  a  subsisting  order  from  the 
proper  department  of  the  previous  Administra- 
tion, to  the  officers  of  the  Utiited  Slates  in  that  re- 
gion, to  aid  the  authorities  of  Texas  in  extending 
iicr  junadictiop  oyer  what  i<  ;iow  the  Territory  of 


New  Mexico,  on  this  side  the  Rio  Grande.  He 
will  find,  further,  thal,*iifier  the  incoming  of  tl>e 
Taylor  Administration,  that  order  was  changed 
by  the  War  Department,  and  the  officers  there 
were  then  direVled  to  stand  back,  and  side  neither 
with  the  people  of  New  Mexico  nor  with  Texas 
in  that  controversy;  or, in  other  words,  that  they 
should  remain  neutral  in  tlie  controversy  which 
was  known  to  be  existing  at  thai  time.  A  few 
days  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  another 
order  was  issued  to  a  Lieuieiianl  Colonel  McCall 
of  the  Army,  who  was  sent  lo  Santa  F£  lo  take 
command,  or  for  some  other  purpose,  in  that 
order  Colonel  McCall  was  directed  to  aid  and  en- 
courage the  people  of  New  Mexico  in  forming  a 
State  government,  if  ihey  desired  to  do  so.  These 
were  the  recommendations  upon  which  ihose  peo- 
ple acted,  t  remember  it  was  denied  at  the  time 
ihut  any  such  order  had  been  issued.  1  know 
that  the  agent  who  was  sent  up  from  Texas,  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Neighbors,  in  his  report  to  the  Governor 
of  Texas,  stated  that  he  had  been  met  with  on 
order  of  that  description.  It  was  stoutly  denied  at 
the  time  that  any  such  order  had  been  issued;  and 
the  records  then  were  searched  in  vain  for  it;  and 
now,  if  you  look  through  ihe  President's  message 
and  accompanying  documents  of  that  year,  you 
cniinol  find  it;  but  other  documents  will  xliow  that 
it  was  issued.  If  the  Senator  denies  it,  I  will 
produce  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  Texas  may  search  the  records  from  now 
until  next  Christmas,  and  he  cannot  find  anything 
10  show  that  the  Executive,  at  the  time  to  which  he 
refers,  initiated,  or  attempted  to  initiate,  the  steps 
for  the  organization  of  a  Slate  government,  either 
I  in  California  or  New  Mexico.  He  can  find  there, 
I  however,  ihat  President  Taylor  was  willing  lo  do 
I  precisely  what  President  Polk  was  willing  lo  do, 
'•'  and  had  signified,  in  his  last  annual  message  to 
Congress,  ought  to  be  done.  That  1  admit;  but  he 
went  not  one  jot  beyond  it.  President  Polk  hod 
su!.'ge8ted,  as  the  only  remedy  io  the  event  of  the 
failure  of  all  otlier  means  of  extending  a  govern- 
ment over  those  Territories,  tbat  Congress  should 
await  the  action  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico  and 
California;  and  that,  at  nodistAni  day,  they  would 
form  Slate  governments  for  tiiemselves.  The 
order  to  which  the  Senator  from  Texas  refers  was 
an  order  to  the  officer  nol  to  exert  himself  to  pre- 
vent the  action  of  the  people  to  form  a  Stale  gov- 
ernment; but  that  any  agent,  or  any  seryant  of 
the  Executive,  at  that  day,  or  at  any  other  time 
within  my  knowledge,  or  the  knowledge  of  any 
other  man,  as  I  believe,  was  instructed  to  initiate 
the  steps,  or  to  aid,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  in  the  business  of  forming  a 
State  government,  1  deny. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  this  discussion  in  order? 
I  have  waited  for  some  time  to  see  if  it  would  be 
I  disposed  of;  but  I  am  constrained  now  to  inquire 
whether  ills  in  order  to  discuss  iheconduci  of  the 
Executive  in  regard  to  New  Mexico  and  Califor- 
nia upon  this  amendment? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  do  not  inund  lo  onmipy 
much  longer  time;  but  if  it  is  in  order  to  maktan 
accusation,  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to  reply  lo  it, 
and  to  defend  the  Administration  of  which  I  was 
a  member  against  it. 

Now,  sir,  a  word  in  conclusion,  in  regard  to 
the  controversy  which  existed  between  New  Mex- 
ico and  Texas.  Texas  claimed  that  her  territory 
extended  to  the  Rio  Grande.  No  President  that 
'  1  know  of  ever  admitted  that.  The  honorable 
Senator  says  that  instructions  were  given  by  a 
previous  Administration  to  permit  Texas  to  ex- 
tend her  authority  there.  It  is  clear,  from  what 
has  occurred  since,  that  she  herself  hoa  admitted 
that  she  had  not  title  there;  at  least  she  does  not 
exercise  jurisdiction  to  the  Rio  Grande.  I  can 
undertake  to  assure  my  friend  from  Texas  that, 
so  far  as  I  have  any  recollection  of  the  events  of 
that  day,  the  action  of  the  Executive  went  to  this 
extent  only,  as  to  the  controversy  between  New 
Mexico  and  Texas,  that,  without  the  exertion  of 
physical  force  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  on  the  part  of  ihe  State  government  of 
Texas,  the  matter  should  be  left  to  the  decision 
either  of  Congress  or  of  the  judiciary.  No  effort 
was  ever  made,  nor  was  a  tiiought  ever  enter- 
tained, (and  I  do  not  suppose  my  friend  imagines 
there  was,)  of  despoiling  Texas  of  anything  that 
rightfully  belonged  to  her.  No  motive  could  have 
exiatad  for  it.    No  wicii  den^n  sKiticd.    Thnre 


is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  period  to  show  or 
justify  the  suspicion  that  any  design  of  that  kind 
was  ever  entertained. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,?  will  prove  to  the 
Senator  that  I  was  right  in  my  history  of  these 
orders.  On  the  12ih  of  October,  1848,  Mr.  Marcy, 
the  Secretary  of  Wnr,  issued  an  order  to  the  com- 
mander at  Santa  Ff,  in  which  he  said: 

"  In  reg.ird  lo  tlint  pnrt  n(  wh.it  the  Mrxicans  call  New 
fWexico.  lying  enat  of  the  Rio  Gran(t<>,  Ihe  civil  authoricy 
which  Texax  lm«  R«tatili>hRi],  or  liisy  eKInhlixh  llH*re,  iti  to 
hvt  re!tp<!eit'il,  and  in  nu  iiiininer  whalever  inti.*rrvred  Willi 
by  the  ntililary  lurce  in  that  departiiieiit,  niherwisc  Uian  lo 
lend  aid  on  proper  oocasioiitt  in  sustaining  it.'' 

Then,  on  the  a6th  of  March,  1849,  another  or- 
der was  issued  to  the  commander  at  Santa  Fe,  by 
the  new  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Crawford ,  in  wbich 
this  appears : 

"  ft  is  prcsumpd  Ihat  the  insfrtlcrinns  rrom  this  fJepart- 
nienl  of  (Vtober  la,  1848,  Torwarde^  by  Ihe  tiantfii  nf  .Mid. 
khtplnan  Ueall,  of  Ihe  Navy,  have  boen  received  by  yos 
Nttmc  lime  niuce:  iieveiUieleu,  I  IterewiJi  furnihb  eiipica 
of  Ihe  ^ame. 

"  Wilh  reypert  lo  that  p^irlion  of  Ihe  jnfftrDf^Iinns  whicll 
IK  iri  Ihe  foliowine  wordj* :  *  In  repard  lo  Hint  pan  nf  what 
tlte  Me.xivnn«  call  N«!W  Mexico,  eaM  of  Ihe  Kto  Grande, 
the  civil  auliiorily  tvbich  Texa<4  tuu  eAiahlisheO  or  luay  c*- 
lablifh  there,  ii*  lo  be  re»pected,  and  in  no  manner  inter- 
fered with  by  Ihe  ntililary  force  in  thai  deparlineul,  oiher- 
wiM!  Ihan  loleiid  aid  on  proper  uren-ioru<  in  fiustaiitin^  il,' 
I  have  In  reiunrk  Utal  il  Ih  not  ex)>ecled  Teiax  wiM  umfrr- 
lajfe  K(  extend  her  CLvU  guvenuueut  over  Uie  remoU:  rvgioD 
dei>i(,'n8ted.*' 

This,  be  it  remembered,  was  at  the  very  time 
when  Texas  was  taking  means  to  extend  herciTS 
government  over  that  region.  If  the  fact  was  oD- 
knOwn  to  the  Adminiatration,  it  was  ignorant  of 
what  everybody  else  knew.     Theordercontinati: 

**  But  should  she  do  so,  you  will  confine  yonr  neiion, 
under  Uie  clan.se  ntMve  cued,  lo  arranemi.'  .volrr  command 
in  Huch  manner  OS  not  loconieiniocoiillicl  wiKi  Ihe  audior- 
\\W.*  8u  constimiej.  On  llie  claim  of  Texa^  to  any  or  ibe 
whole  "f  IVew  .MTxico  ea.si  of  ihe  Rio  Grande,  il  in  not 
necessary  lo  give  an  opinion,  as  ('oni;re8j<  and  Ihat  SUM 
•lone  bave  Ibe  power  of  adjiwling  it.'* 

Thus  in  March,  1849,  the  previous  order, giren 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  under  Mr.  Polk's  ad- 
mimstrntion,  was  changed.  Then  in  November, 
a  very  short  time  before  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
the  letter  to  which  1  referred  was  written  by  tha 
Secretary  of  War  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  McCall. 
That  letter,  as  I  have  remarked  before,  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  message  and  accompanying  doca- 
ments  for  that  year.     It  is  in  these  words: 

Wa«  OcrjIRTMCST,       \ 
Waibisgtoii,  NomnbcT  19,  1849.  { 

Pie  :  As  you  are  about  to  joia  your  regfment,  now  o« 
duty  in  New  Mexico,  it  has  occurred  to  nie  as  proper  lo 
make  some  observalions  on  Ihe  peculiar  condition  of  ifaal 
and  another  Terrilory  of  <J>e  tliiited  Slates. 

Hinee  iheir  annexation  thei«e  Terriuvics,  in  reapeen» 
their  civil  goveruiuent?.,  have,  in  agreai  uteaiiuje,  depended 
on  Ihe  officers  of  llie  .Ariuy  there  in  eoinmand  ;  a  duty,  it  is 
considered,  as  faltine  h,^yond  their  appmpriate  »p),ere«  of 
setioji,  and  lo  be  relieved  IVoni  is'fiich  cntti'"'  *>-  '^  de- 
sired by  Ihem  Ihan  by  this  nepanment.  T!  \iw0 
arlHen  fmni  tlte  omission  of  t'onifreM  lo  :                     ible 

enverninenis,  and  in  regard  lo  itie  future  ll.-  . .ii  lo 

believe  that  the  difficulties  of  Ihe  paslare^tili  t'l  be  enenit»- 
tered-  la  every  possible  aspect  it  is  imporlnof,  bodl  lo 
New  Mexico  aud  tlie  ITnited  StMivt,  Uiat  uieac  es^bajraas- 
nienls  should  be  <|uickly  removed. 

It  is  not  doubted  Ihat  the  people  of  New  Mexico  derire 
and  want  a  governntent  oreaniKed,  with  atl  proper  fliae 
bona  for  tbe  protection  asd  aecurity  of  ^betr  pcrMiiis  aad 
properly. 

I'he  (jiieslion  readily  occurs,  how  that  foveramenl  can 
he  snpplted  ?  I  have  already  adverted  to  past  and  still  ci- 
isling  liifficulues  (bat  have  retarded,  and  may  eonlimie  IO 
retard,  the  aotimi  nf  tlie  United  ijtalea  in  r««fiect  to  Uuk  bo- 
ce.H.><ary  and  iir»i  waul. 

To  remove  it  may,  in  some  degree,  l)e  the  part  of  the  dll^ 
of  oflii-erB  of  Ihe  .Army,  on  wttom,  under  the  nccessilSco 
of  the  ease,  has  been  devolved  a  partial  participatioB  fn 
ibejr  civil  atlairs.  It  is  tkrrcfore  deeincil  proper  IkM  I 
shofltt  tap,  that  it  is  not  htlievcd  that  the  profttc  of  ffi  . 
JIffJico  (tferpquired  to  awaii  the  mocetnmtt  of  the  ftdtrai 
Governmeftt  in  relation  to  a  plan  of  ^remrneitl  for  Ikm 
refutation  of  their  otm  istternut  eonreme. 

The  Constilutiou  of  the  United  Stotei,  anJ  Ihe  late  Irealf 
with  Mexico,  «voranly  their  admitsion  into  the  I'nlona^' 
our  Stales,  suhject  only  to  the  judf^inent  of  Vongre** 
Should  Ihe  people  of  Seir  Mexico  wish  to  tnKe  any  ftwft 
tovard'^  this  object,so  itnpoTlanI  aninecessar^  to  Ihewitatimtm^ 
it  will  tc  vour  duly,  und  the  duly  of  olharM  wUk  fcAons  yMI 
ore  associated,  not  to  Ihvart  hvt  advance  their  wisltc*.  ^ 
is  their  ri^ht  to  appear  hefore  Congress  and  ask  admisi 
into  Ihe  Union. 

t>iher  aud  complicated  qaestiona  may  arise  which  nwc  s 
sidered  as  merged  in  Ibis  essrousi  right  of  ihcaa  pen 
and  Ibr  the  decision  of  which  we  umst  look  bcyon4 
authority  of  llie  Kxecuuve. 

Il  will  be  inslruclive,  and  probably  necessary,  in 
Uon,  when  the  pi'ople  of  New  Mexijeo  form  a  constilntio 
and  seek  admission  into  tlie  Confederacy  of  the  Stares* 
liavc  vonr  nliservalions  and  views  on  their  probable  nw 
Iwra,  habilfl,  cuatoma,  and  puraails  of  lif«. 


Digitized'  by 


Google 


1894. 


'¥n±  boT«^(5ml^oNAL  gloSe. 


81^ 


I  have  the  booor  to  be,  very  rvipecirullir,  your  obedieai 
•ervaiil,  UEUUGE  W.  OOAWroRU, 

.  Secretary  0/  K^ar. 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Gcoros  A.  McCall, 

PkUadeifkiaf  PenntyUtanUh 

If  that  was  not  encouraging  the  people  of  New 
Mexico,  within  the  llinits  of  tHe'State  of  Texas, 
to  form  a  State  ^overnirieht  for  ttiemaelves,  I  coh- 
fesa  my  iKnoruice  of  the  Kngliah  language. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Well,  sir,  the  Senator  from 
Texaa  and  myself  do  not  interpret  the  lianguage 
])recl8«ly  alike.  I  sajr  now  that ,  there  is  not  a 
word  in  the  letter  which  ^e  honontble  Senator  has 
read  which  Justifies  the  assertion  thai  the  Execu- 
tivf  kt  that  d<iy  setit  ah  agent  fbr  the  purpd'Ae  Of 
aiding  In  foriiiing  a  State  goverhihent. 

Mr.  JIOSK.    1  never  said  so. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Jt  was  said  by  others. 

Mr.  RUSK.  If  thk  Senat6r  chooses  to  nfiafc^  a 
controveny  with  tn«,  he  ought  not  to  put  iotolny 
mouih  what  I  did  not.say. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  order  which  the  Sen- 
aloi'has.rnid  was  tHat  the  ofllcer  irks  ndt  to  thwart, 
but  to  advance  the  wishes  of  the  paopiei  He  wai 
.not  told  to  aid  them.  He  was  the  n^ililary  com- 
mander, iand  could,  by  llie  strong  arm,  have  put 
down  the  exertions  of  the  people  of  the  Territory 
to  rnake  a  Stiite  government.  H<  was  directed 
no(  to  do  thifi.  Then  it  comes  back  to  the.  very 
point  where  Mr.  Polk  first  introduced  the  subject: 
that,  lit  the  absence  of  any  other  remedy  to  pro- 
cure governmj^nt  over  thes^  TerriWries,  we  iihould 
«waitjh<;  action  of  the  people  when  they  cajne  to 
form  Staleii,  rather  than  aiitfer  the  country  to  be 
distracted. 

I.  do  not  propose  to  go  further  into  tne  oiscus- 
sion  of  this  hniitter,  because  f  know  the  Senate 
has  already  been  too  long  diitalned  in  regard  to  it. 
I  never  meant  to  deny  the  existence  of  the  letters 
to  whicU  the  honorable  Senator  has  referred. 
Tiiere  is  no  doubt  that  the  President,  in  the  fear- 
ful stale  of  things  then  existing  between  the  con- 
tending sections  of  this  colintry,  wished  that  the 
people  of  the  Teiritodes  should  setile  the  con- 
troversy for  theitiselve^  as  they  pleased.  It  was 
not  .by  any  meiins  the  thing  which  he  most 
desired  tohavedotie;  bt|t,irhccoul(I  have  nothing 
else  done,  tb  prevent  the  horrors  of  anarchy  in 
these  ICerntones,  it  was  ^eijktly  to  t>e  desired  that 
State  governments' should  bie  (ormed  there. 

1  rose  only  for.  the  purpose  of  correcting  what 
I  supposed  was  aO  error  in  reta^tdit  to  thi  history 
both  of  Californiii  and  New  Mexico.  I  know 
ver^  Well  thiat  there  was  a  contest  as  to  tKe  terri- 
tory of  Texas  and  the  tdrritory  of  iht  United 
StatiiS:  "there  was  a  difTerence  ofopinion  between 
the  government  of  (he  United  Stales  and  the  gov- 
emineat  of  Texks  in  r^rd  to  that.  The  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  did  not  entertain 
the  idea  that  Texas  ifvas  entitled  to  extend  her 
territory  entirely  to  the  Rio  Qrande;  knd  finally, 
the  honorable  Senator  will  admit,  the  question 
was  titled  upon  a  difrerent  basis.  "JChe  territory 
)f  Texas  doie  not  extend  there.  A  compromise 
iftta  made.  TeXaS  Mve  up  thie  country  north  of 
ieo  30',  and  the  United  States  ^ve  to  her  a  con- 
liderable  proportion  6t  what  had  been  claimed 
}y  the  United  States,  to  be  |Mirt  of  the  territory 
>r  Ne4r  Mexico.  The  question  was  settled  by  a 
»>mpromise;  but,  at  taSt,  it  appears  that  Texas 
levrr  did  extend  her  territory  to  the  tlio  GranJe. 
[Jnder  these  circumstaneea,  the  {'resident  of  the 
CTnited  States  unquestionably  Would  noW,  if  they 
vere  existing  ag(un,fWtt|ims4lf  obliged  to  restrViio 
he  hand  of  the  State  government,  in  perfect  friend- 
ihip,  and  with  amiable  int^htloA  towards  it,  until 
he  Congreail  of  the  United  States,  or  the  judi- 
ciary, had  properly  decided  on  the  whole  ques- 
ion. 

Mr.  SlUNl'Btt.  X  io  hops  we  shall  have  a 
rote  oti  this  amendment.  We  tamliot  settle  this 
ahtroversy  upon  it. 

Mr.  WELLjER.  t  am  very  sorry  to  say  atiy- 
hing  which  Will  probably  tontTnue  this  aiscus- 
lion,  for  I  am  aS  desirous  as  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia that  t^e  bni  should  bedisposed  of;  but  there 
lave  bee'lt  Some  questions  raised  in  the  course  of 
his  dibate  which  make  it  necessary,  in  my  judg- 
nent,  that  t  should  siiy  something. 

Sir,  )  suppose  it  is  a  matter  o?  very  little  im- 
)ortitn6e  now  how  California  got  into  the  Union. 
iVe  are  iti  the  Uriion,and  nobody  propotes  to  nut 
IS  out.  We  came  in  with  some  irregularity,  it  is 
rue,  but  Weliope,  by  our  subsequent  conduct,  to 
uBtify  A*  bvsrtdbkrngof  thatirr«gularitf.  Now, 


sir,  it  IS  diie  to  triith  that  I  should,  say  that,  so  far 
as  tiie  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  was 
concerned,  I  knew  of  no  interference  here  in  dic- 
tating the  organizing  of  a  State  governinent  in 
Calirornia.  I  went  to  that  country,  as  is  well 
kriowh,  in  the  spring  of  1849.  Congress  had  then 
adjourned,  without  providing  any  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  immense  population  then  congre- 
gated npon  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

The  Executive  branch  of  the  Governinent,  look- 
iiig  to  this  omission  of  the  Legrstaiure,  no  doubt 
felt  a  great  anxiety  that  some  governinent  should 
be  df^rtized  which  would  give  security  to  person 
and  property.  .  General  Riley  was  then  in  com- 
mand therst  and  by  vjctiie  of  that  command  be 
was  the  civil  Governor  dt  faett  of  the  State.  H  e 
prpsided  the  peopb  with  all  the  government  he 
could  give  them.  He  appointed  their  judges  and 
tkeir  executive  officers,  and .  he  gave,  to  a  great 
extent,  security  both  for  person  and  property. 
Anxious  tQ  get  rid  of  this  responsibility,  which  M 
had  assumed  by  virtue  of  his  military  office,  he 
issued  his  proclamation  requesting  the  people  to 
appoint  delegates  to  a  eoovention,  and  there  de- 
cide whether  they  would  oigaoize  a  territorial  or 
a  State  government. 

Was  this  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive  here,  and  was  it  any  improp^  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  Genitral  Riley  there?  I 
hold  that  he,  being  the  only  officer  there  who  could 
exercise  any  power,  it  was  his  duty  to  contribute, 
to  the  extent  of  his  influence,  towards  the  organ- 
ization of  a  government. 

.  Mr.  CLAVTON,  I  would  observe  to  my 
friend  from  California  that  he  was  appoiikted  by 
Sir.  Polk.  •      ^"^      ,        ' 

Mr.  WELLEtl.  Yes,  sir,  he  had  been  sent 
out  by  the  preceding  Administration. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Will  my  friend  from  California 
al\qv  me,  in  this  connection,  to  ask  a  question  in 
refierence  to  that  matter?  because  it  relates  to  a  his- 
torical factaboutwhicli  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  controversy,  and  which  I  should  like  to  hR<^ 
settled.  General  Riley.in  his  proclamation,  calling 
upon  the  peqple  of  California  to  assemble  and  elect 
delegates  to  a  convention,  stated  that  the  proceed- 
ing had .  the. approbation  of  the  President,  the  Secr 
retary  of  Siiue,  and  the  Sccr^ary  of  War.  It  js 
well  Known  titat  at  that  time  Mr..  Polk  was  dead, 
but  his  Secretary  of  State  ^d  his  Seoretary  of 
War  were  still  living.  Feeliiw  then,  as  I  fee)  now, 
soipa  spUoitiide  tm  to  what  President  and  Secre- 
taries were  alluded  to,  I  addressed  a  iiote  to  Gov- 
ernor Marey,and  onif.to  Mr.  Buchanan.on  the  sub- 
ject, and  .^tey  both  said  that  they  were  not  the 
Se<;retaries  alluded  to  4s  approving  of  that  pro- 
ceeding. I  could  not  inquire  of  Mr.  Polk  because 
he  was  dead.  Now  I  will  ask  the  honorable  Sen7 
ator  from  Delaware,  if  he  pleases — for  he  waa  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  that  ti  me — to  say  whether  he 
was  the  Ssfrstanr  alluded  to  ? 

Mr.  CLAyTON.  .No,,  sir;  there  waa  never  a 
letter  froip  me,  or  from  any  member  o(  General 
Taylor's  administration  to  General  Riley,  on  the 
subject;  but  I  tell  the. Senator  without  the  least 
hesitation,  that  t  do  mosteordially  approve,and  i 
should  have  approved  at  tne  time,  the  whole  con- 
duct of  General  Riley,  if  the  question  had  been 
pat  to  mf ;  but  no  letter  or  verbal  ntessage  on 
the  subject  was  sent  to  him,  that  I  ever  heard  of. 
General  Riley's  conduct,  I  tbink,  has  fully  vindi- 
cated itself  since. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  am  not  calling  in  queitioh  at 
this  lime  the  propriety  of  that  procieeding.  I  only 
wanted  to  knov  if  I  could  arrive  iit  the  fact  upon 
whom  rested  the  responsibility  of  spprovin^  that 
'proclamation,  not  pretending  at  this  time  to  call  it 
in  question,  for  it  is  a  proceeding  which  is  past; 
bntl  have  always  been  anxioiis  to  know  what 
President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Secretary  of 
Stikte  Wert  alluded  to  in  the  proclamiition  as  ap- 
proving the  proceeding. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Of  eoutse  I  cannot  tell,  be- 
catise  immediately  after  General  Taylor  came  into 
oflIce,and  before  any  agent  of  his  had  got  to  Cali- 
fornia, General  Riley  proceeded  to  act.  I  alWaVs 
linppoaed  it  mi^bt  have  beat  mj  predecessor  who 
was  referred  to,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  BROWN.*^   HeHiidnot. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
Slate  Drparttnent  to.ibow.. 

Mr.  GWlN.  If  my  colleague  will  permit  me, 
I  can  probably  give  some  information  in  regard 
IdwMttamtMTRiltjrltwamtdio.    It  ill  perfectly 


evident  that  he  referred  «o.-tk«  Admi'nistratioa 
which  went  out  on  the  4th  of  March,  1849;  and 
although  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary 
of  State,  under  President  Polk's  administration, 
may  not  have  given,  him  written  instructions  to 
that  effect,  he  knew  that  be  was  acting  in  accord- 
anee  with  their  views. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  That  is  what  I  hkve  sup- 
posed. * 

Mr.  GWIN.  They  sent  out  a  special  liiessen- 
ger,  the  Post  Office  agent,  and  (o  that  Post  Office 
agent,  who  was  the  only  recognized  civil  officer  <^ 
the  Govehhent  there,  tM  Seeretiiry  of  State — ^t^ 
predecessbr  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  in  tlia\ 
office — addresised  ah  elabbrate  eoitimuntcation; 
and  General  Riley — wha  is  ao  W  ib  his  'grave— told 
me  that  that  officer  conveyed  to  him  the  intimatioil 
that  the  former  Bxeeative  Government  sanctioned 
the  eoiirse  which  he  pqraued  in  that  ifaatter. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  hope  this  questidn  Will  eeiisit 
here.  ,. 

The  PRBSIDING  OPPlCkR.  Tbp  Senalof 
from  California  [Mr.  WsLLsa]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  BELL.    I  beg  pardtHi. 

Mr.  WELLER.  1  am  Sure  I  am  quite  as  altx> 
ious  to  get  the  vote  aa  the  bohdrablit  Sehikior  Mm 
Tennesste;  but  I  anl  onlV  dekirous  of  iitknng 
some  facta  connected  with  ine  oi^nizatibrt  of  my 
own  States  which  I  think  haVe  beeii  iihproperly 
underiKood . 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  We  nhitll  be  haippjr  to  hciV 
the  Senatori 

Mr.  WBLLBR.  I  was  about  to  reniarii,  thaik 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  California  dintvMl 
the  authority  of  General  Rilejr  to  direct  ihew^iut- 
ization  of  a  convention  to  form  aState^ovepninent. 
I  belonged  to  that  potiion  of  thfe  eiiizeht  who  de- 
nied the  adthorily  nf  General  Rilt>y,  allhoiigh  wb 
approved  bis  intentions;  and  ihetefo^e  it  Was  that 
in  the  county  In  which  I  raided,  In  seleetinr  del- 
egates to  the  Stale  o<inv«ntioti.  We  neither  seTectMl 
them  in  the  number  nor  on  the  day  prtacribctf; 
but,  on  the  contra)^,  we  Udubled  Ih'e  nutuber,and 
passed  a  rfeaoliitinh  detiyirig  hik  AotHoriiy  to  cfll 
a  convention.  Those  dklegateii  went  ta  the  ton- 
vention,  andigot  their  seats.  ,  ,    , 

1  was  at  Monistvy.daring  a  very  eonsid«iab|» 
portion  of  the  lime  that  th«..wD«enti«ii  wa«  i;i 
s.efai(iQ;  and.  I  .knpw  of.pp  agent  pf  the  Fed^nl 
Oovernroeot  tncn  who  was  attempting  in  dietatt 
the  manner  in  which  they  should  ot]ganize  thcfr 
government.  All  w}io  kpev  my  opinion. on  the 
eubjcct,  and  every  mie  wh«  aaked  it  eibtainedii, 
knew  that  jt  ,w*a  in&vor.ef  .atertiiorinl  govern- 
ment being  first  organized,  aod  .that  we  ahould 
ask  for  admission  afierwaidsaea&ale;  but  the 

ajority  of  the  conventio.n  thought  'Otherwise. 

ty  reason  is  a  very,  .bbyioas  otie. . .  I  .j^MW  J^ 
would  be  a  very  expensive  gbvernnrt'ejit,  kno  I  de- 
sired to  throw  the  eitpensriipon  (be  t<*edeii.l  Treafl- 
swyi  instead  of  imposing  taxes  upoii  the  peo- 
ple. 

Biit(  Mr.  President,  I  rose  only  for  the.pnipose 
of  saying,  thai  (  thinlc  th'ere  is  no  resemUance  be- 
tween the  admissfdo  of  Ciyii&rnia.and.tae  pay- 
ment of  ber  Senatora,  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ment from  the  Committee  on  TerritorieH.  Why, 
sir,  the  main  objection  to  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia was,  not  because  she  had  not  the  requisite 
population;  not  because  she  Was  not  entitiM  to* 
government;  not  because  her  people  were  nol  a 
sufficient  number  under  the  regular  syetcm  to  aa- 
thorize  her.  admiseieiu  but  because  of  the  irreg- 
ular manner  in  which  ber  pmoecdinga  hiul  bcra 
conducted.  But,  eir,  eyVr](qod|iJ[new  that  there 
was  not  a  eiiffident  popidhtien  m  New  Meacii^  to 
authorize  even  the  highesi  grade  of  tecritoriakgov- 
emment,  much  leek  a  State  government. 

Now  1  suppose  that  theagents  ip ho  heye  be^  re- 
ferred tn  were  paid  in  4ie  H9U8^,bf!CauKe  tbey  were 
regarded  a^fiuui  Delegates;  but  We  .cabhpt  recog- 
nize this  iiian  as  a  Senator,  if  he  was  'ajniui  of 
ability;  if  lie  wi^  able.tfi  discharge ^tbe  duties  of 
a  Senator,  he  must  have  known  tba'til  would  haie 
been  iitterlv  impassible  to  pbtun  ii  seat  on  tbia 
floor  its  a  Senator  from  ^ew  Mexico.,  with  ber 
sparse  population  of  Indiana,  Mexicans,  and  a 
few  scattered  soldiers.  11        'i 

Mr.  B.KLL.  I  do,not.wish  iodjseusaUiia  maU 
ter  any  further  on  our  part.  I  hope  the  vote  Will 
be  taken.  I.  wish  merely  ^>  si^m  that|  w,i^i 
the  consent  of  the  Senatejlwrnam^a  ueiaineha- 
laent,  so  that  it  ahall  be  m  thii  'R»m: 
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For  Ih*  payment  of  Richard  FI.  Weighlman,  for  milrafie 
and  per  diem  coinpennalion  as  ni»  a);eMl,  claiming  to  be  a 
Henaior-elecl  from  New  Mexico,  ^3,-160. 

Mr.  BUTLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  theamendmeni.and  ihey  were  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  resulted — yeas  20,  nays  17;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messm.  Allen,  Badjer,  Itell,  Brodhead,  Cliaoc, 
Clnylim,  nod(;e  of  Wi»con»iii,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas, 
Eve'reU,  Fe«ijicnden,  Fonl.  (Jeyer,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa, 
Joncfl  of  Tennessee,  Mason,  Rusit,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
lorky,  and  Wade— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Bayard,  Brown,  But- 
ler, Clay,  Evans,  Filzpatrick,  Hiinier,  Morton.  Norris, 
J'earee,  Slidell,  Stuarl,  VVellcr,  Williajns,  and  VVrighl.— 
17. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

.Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  following  clause: 

•'  For  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  commission, 
appointed  under  the  tict  of  March  3,  Ib6l,  for  settling  land 
claims  III  California,  .$;I7,51K) ;" 

by  strikin'  out  "  A37,500,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  "$42,000."  And  then  to  add  the  ftillowing, 
which  will  explain  my  object  in  moving  to  increase 
tlie  gross  amount  of  the  appropriation: 

And  that  .$6,000  of  said  sum  be  paid  to  Robert  Green- 
how,  a-SKistant  Imv  agent  to  said  iHiard,  for  services  per- 
formed during  the  absence  of  the  law  agent. 

I  offer  this  amendment  now,  because,  under  the 
organization  of  that  Board  of  Commissioners,  a 
law  agent  and  assistant  law  agent  were  appointed. 
The  law  agent  who  was  originally  appointed  left 
the  theater  of  his  duties,  and  returned  to  his  home. 
During  his  absence,  for  thirteen  months  and  a  half, 
the  assistant  law  agent,  Mr.  Greenhow,  was  com- 
pelled to  discharge  the  very  arduous  duties  of  both 
offices.  All  I  propose  by  the  amendment  is  sim- 
ply to  give  him  the  compensation  to  which,  I 
think,  he  is  rightly  entiileti,  for  having  performed 
the  duties  of  both  offices  for  the  period  of  thirteen 
months  and  a  half. 

Mr.   HUNTER.     I  feel  it  to  be  my  daty  to 
raise  a  question  of  order.     Is  there  any  estimate  : 
for  this.' 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  it  is  an  amendment 
of  that  character  which  requires  no  estimate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  1  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  after  the  appropriations  for 
public  land  purposes: 

For  continuing  the  surveys  in  the  northern  portions  of 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin,  at  the  rates  now  auUior- 
ized  by  law,  $40,000. 

I  offer  the  amendment  in  pursuance  of  a  recom- 
mendation and  estimate  from  the  proper  Depart- 
ment, and  with  iheunanimousconsentof  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  also  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment  from  the  same  committee: 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay  for  the  maps 
of  the  public  lands  authorized  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  tlie  3ii  of  Marctu  1&^,  to  be  printed  under  the 
llirection  of  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  $5,160. 

The  resolution  of  the  3d  of  March  is  as  follows: 

**  Raohed,  That  theConiniiitceon  Public  Lands  be,  and 

tliey  are  hereby,  authorized  to  have  printed  the  maps  nf  the 

public  lands,  which   are  now  prap.ired  and  in  course  of 

preparation." 

This  was  adopted  on  the  3d  of  March,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Borland,  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  I  will  state  a  fact, 
of  which  the  present  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  I''oot 
in  the  chair]  is  cognizant,  owing  to  his  position 
on  the  committee:  Since  we  discovered  that  such  a 
resolution  was  passed  we  have  stopped  the  pub- 
lication of  the  maps  This  is  to  pay  for  the  Ar- 
kansas maps,  we  having  stopped  the  publication 
of  the  rest. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended; 
and  the  question  was  stated  to  be  on  concurring 
in  the  amendments  made  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  WELLER.  There  is  one  amendment  upon 
which  I  ask  for  a  separate  vote;  I  went  to  change 
my  own  vote  upon  it.  It  is  the  amendment  which 
was  made  in  regard  to  privateer  pensions. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  desire  to  have  that  amend- 
ment excepted  myself. 

Mr.  GW!N.  1  desire  to  have  the  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  appropriation  for  surveys  for  the 
Pacific  railroad  e.\cepted,  because  I  have  an 
amendment  to  more  to  it. 


The  PRESl  DING  OFFICER.  The  two  amend- 
ments mentioned  will  be  excepted,  and  the  ques- 
tion will  be  first  on  concurring  inall  the  rest  of  the 
amendments. 

They  were  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  now  on  concurring  with  the  amendment  made 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out — 

'*  For  paying  pensions  of  invalids  who  were  wounded  on 
board  of  private  armed  vessels  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  from  July  I,  1851,  to  June  30,  1834,  $8,400." 

And  insert: 

For  payment  of  pensions  nf  invalids  who  were  wounded 
on  board  of  private-armed  vessels  during  the  last  war  with 
(vreat  Britain,  up  to  January  I,  IK5^  ;  and  to  reimburse  the 
pension  agents  such  sums  as  have  been  advanced  by  them 
for  that  purpose,  ^,6G'J  iiO. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  In  regard  to  that  amendment 
which  reduced  the  sum  appropriated  to  privateer 
pensions,  I  wish  to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the 
Senate,  and  slate  the  reasons  why  I  shall  take  a 
different  course  from  that  which  I  pursued  the  day 
before  yesterday.  All  the  statements  which  I  made 
to  the  Senate  then  were,aa  I  find,  perfectly  correct. 
I  find  that  the  fund  was  exhausted  by  the  applica- 
tion first  of  the  interest,  and  then  of  the  principsl. 
It  was  safely  invested, and  not  a  dollar  of  it  was  | 
lost  by  lind  investments.  On  the  contrary,  the  '. 
fund  was  absolutely  Increased  by  the  amount  of 
$8,000,  when  the  slocks  in  which  it  was  invested 
were  sold  out. 

But,  sir,  the  fund  was  diminished  by  the  action 

of  Congress  in  a  pariiculsr  which  I  am    inclined 

to  think  leaves  an  equitable  claim  on  the  part  of 

these  pensioners  against  the  Government.     The 

original  acts  pletlged  this  fund  to  the  payment  of 

,  invalid  privateer  pensions,  and   pensions  to  the 

j  widows  of  those  who  were  slain  in  the  engage- 

!  ments  of  the  privateers.     Such  were  the  pensions 

!  provided   for  by  the  act  of  1814.     By  the  act  of 

j  1818,  I  find  that  Congress  added  n  new  class  of 

I  pensions,  to  wit,  the  widows  of  those  who  died 

oy  casualties  during  the  period  of  their  services. 

This  was  not  contemplated  by  the  original  acts. 

On  looking  at  the  papers  which  have  been  sent 
to  me  since  the  debate,  I  perceive  that  the  proper 
pensions  have  amounted  in  all  to  not  more  than 
^,900  in  any  year;  when  by  the  act  of  1818, 
which  extended  them  to  the  widowsof  those  who 
died  of  casualties,  the  Government  paid  in  one  | 
year  $19,000.  This  difference  continued  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time. 

The  privateer  pensions  paid  to  invalids  decreased 
rapidly;  so  that,  in  1828,  they  amounted  to  only 
$2,850.  They  had  never  been  more  than  about 
$5,900.  The  pensions  to  widows  amounted  to 
over  $8,000  in  1817,  and  ran  up,  in  1890,  to 
$19,471;  so  that  it  appears  that  it  was  the  new 
class  of  pensions,  introduced  contrary  to  the  pledge 
of  the  original  act,  which  diminished  and  finally 
exhausted  the  fund. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  give  up  the  objec- 
tion which  I  had  to  the  original  appropriation  as 
it  came  front  the  House.  I  believe  it  is  equitable 
in  the  Government  to  make  good  to  the  invalids 
the  pensions  which  they  would  have  continued  to 
receive  but  for  our  own  legislation.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Senate  will  not  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment made  as  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 
The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GWIN.  An  amendment  wns  agreed  to  in 
the  Committee  of  the  W  hole  appropriating  $25,000 
for  the  surveys  and  explorations  for  the  proposed 
routes  of  the  Pacific  railroad.  I  move  to  strike 
outofthalamendinent  $25,000,  and  insert  $40,000. 
I  have  an  estimate  for  it  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the  select  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  National  railroad  to  make 
this  motion.  The  object  is  to  use  the  additional 
$15,000  to  survey  what  Is  known  as  Noble's  Pass 
through  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  which  is 
necessary  to  connect  with  the  survey  by  Salt  Lake. 
The  Secretary  of  War  says  it  is  indispewsable; 
and  Lieutenant  Whipple's  party  is  in  California, 
and  his  outfit,  with  this  appropriation,  will  enable 
him  to  make  that  survey. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  hearlhe  letter 
rend. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

War  Dbpartmrst,         ) 
Wabjiinotos,  JViiicA  95,  1854.  J 

Sir  :  Tn  reply  to  your  note  of  yisierday,  asking  '*  for  an 
estimate  for  an  apiiropriaUoii  in  the  deficiency  bill,  for  a 
survey  of  Noble's  Pass  Itirougti  the  Sierra  range  of  mount- 
aiua,"  I  bex  leave  to  refer  yuu  to  my  communication  to 


the  Senate  and  House  of  Reiiresentatives,  dated  February 
6,  1H54.  I  there  request  that  an  appropriation  of"  Sfi5,0U0 
be  made  to  cover  the  deficiencies  lor  the  survey  of  a  rail- 
road  route  from  Ihe  .Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean,** 
and  I  I'urlher  state, that  "should  it  be  designed  to  make 
further  explorations  similar  to  Uiose  under  eonsideniUoo, 
it  would  be  advantageous  that  early  action  should  be  taken 
for  that  purpose,  so  that  the  animals  and  equiptnenta  now 
on  hand  ^hould  lie  retained,  and  parties  that  are  now  or- 
ganized be  held  together,  by  whirll  the  expei,f.e  of  reorgan- 
izing would  be  avoided,  and  the  operations  exjiedited.'* 

No  action  having  been  taken  by  Congress,  and  no 
orders  having  been  issued  by  this  Department  to  hold  these 
parties  together,  it  is  prtibalile  they  have  by  lliia  time  been 
disbanded.  An  estimate,  therefore,  for  the  propotied  ex- 
ploration will  embrace  a  new  outfit  of  animals  and  camp 
equipments.  It  is  proper,  also,  to  suggest,  that  an  ezploim- 
tion  of  any  pass  through  the  Hierra  .Nevada  would  noVfivs 
definite  results  unless  the  survey  connected  with  some 
other  survey  to  the  eastward  ;  for,  as  has  been  shown  here- 
tofore, other  ranges  and  spurs  of  mountains  intervene  tie- 
tweeii  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the  plain  stretching  from  the 
foot  of  the  Kocky  mountains  to  iJie  valley  of  Che  Miaais- 
sippi. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  feel  authorized  ia 
estimating  the  cost  of  tlie  ezploraUon  at  a  less  •um  thaa 
9 15,000. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

JF.FF.  DAVIS.  Secretary  o/  I 
Hon.  W.  M.  GwiN,  Senate  United  Stales. 


leU^H 
ites  I^H 


Mr.  HUNTER.     If  I  understand  the  li 
is  no  recommendation.     It  merely  estimates 
amount  that  would  have  to  be  paid  if  Con 

should  think  proper 

Mr.  GWIN.  No  recommendation  is  required. 
Itis  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  body  upon  aa 
estimate  nf  the  Department. 
Mr.  EVANS.  What  committee? 
Mr.  GWIN.  The  Committee  on  the  national 
railroad.  I  consulted  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee.    The  Senator  was  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact,  that  under  the  rules  of  th* 
Senate  such  an  amendment,  to  he  in  order  to  an 
appropriation  bill,  must  be  moved  by  order  of  a 
standing  committee  of  the  body. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Cannot  an  estimate  of  a  Depart- 
ment be  moved  without  reference  to  acommittc* 
at  all  > 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  accompanied  by  a  recom- 
mendation it  could  be,  but  not  without. 

Mr.  RUSK.  This  is  certainly  in  order.  W« 
agreed  to  an  amendment,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  appropriating  $25,000,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Department.  The  motion  now  is  to 
amend  that. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  is  to  increase  the  estimate. 
j      Mr.  RUSK.   To  increase  the  amount;  and  that, 

too,  has  been  estimated  by  the  Department. 
'  Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  a  very  different  thing. 
The  estimate  which  we  agreed  to  Is  for  surveys 
already  performed,  and  on  another  route — by 
Governor  Stevens,  on  the  northern  route.  That 
j  is  the  amendment  which  we  agreed  to.  This  ia 
for  additional  services  to  be  performed  hereafter, 
in  the  survey  of  Noble's  Pass.  The  letter  is  no 
recommendation. 

Mr.  GWIN.    The  Senator  is  entirely  mista- 
ken.    It  wns  for  additional  surveys   to    be  per- 
formed, the  Secretary  says  expressly  in  his  letter. 
He  says,  if  you  do  not  make  the  appropriation 
j  before  the  parties  are  dismissed  he  will  nave   to 
!  estimate  for  new  animals  and  equipinents.     Ona 
i  of  these  very  parlies  is  now  engaged  in  surveying 
!  from  the  mnuth  of  the  Gila  to  El  Paso;  and  pan 
''  of  the  $25,000  which  we  have  voted  into  the  "    " 
is  to  survey  this  route 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  should  like  to  ha»e 
amendment  referred  to,  by  which  we  voted  fo 
additional  survey.  We  voted  to  meet  the  1 
ties  incurred  by  Governor  Stevens  for  the  sui 
I  which  he  performed.  It  was  for  surveys 
formed.  "This  is  to  give  authority  for  addil 
surveys — to  survey  another  pass. 

Mr.  GWIN.     Let  us  hear  the  amendment 
Mr.  BELL.     I  submit  that  this  is  withii 
rule,  strictly  speaking.      An  approf 
made  by  the  last  Congress  for   the   purpi 
making  surveys  and  explorations,  in  oriie 
this  Congress  might  be  enabled,  upon  the 
I  of  the  surveys,  to  come  to  some  understands 
i  to  which  would   be  the  most  practicable  am 
cheapest  route  for  the  Pacific  railroad.     The 
!  now  mentioned  is  suggested  to  be  entirely 
j  ticable.     No  survey  tir  exploration  of  it  hi 
I  been  made  under  the  appropriation  made 
last  session  of  Congress;  and  I  submit,  whi 
under  the  circumstances  now  exhibited 
case,  it  is  not  a  continuation  of  that  appropri 
I  Unless  we  make  it,  the  survey  must  be  le(\ 
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iihed  for  wont  of  Ainds.  This  is  not  a  paaa  in 
which  I  feel  any  particular  interest,  except  that  it 
may  be  important  to  the  whole  country.  But, 
sir,  if  we  are  to  do  anything  in  re^rd  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  Pacific  railway,  is  it  not  desirable 
to  have  the  explorations  expedited  and  going  on 
as  quickly  as  possible  ? 

The  honorable  Senator  f>om  Virginia  is  opposed 
to  the  whole  project;  I  mean  be  is  against  any  en- 
couragement being  given  to  it  by  this  Government 
by  way  of  subscription,  or  loan,  or  the  credit  of 
the  Goremment;  but,  if  his  exception  is  taken, 
and  shall  prevail  now,  when  shall  we  have  aYiir- 
ther  appropriation  on  the  subject?  In  the  month 
of  September  or  October;  and  not  even  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  shall  we  have  proper  inform- 
ation before  us  to  enable  us  to  act  intelligently 
upon  the  subject.  I  think  honorable  Senators 
might,  under  these  circumstances,  strain  a  point  a 
little  in  their  construction  of  the  rule.  The  object 
is  important.  There  is  a  pass  which  has  not  been 
explored  heretofore.  Intelligent  gentlemen  say 
that  it  is  more  practicable  and  feasible  than  any 
other  yet  spoken  of  in  passing  the  Sierra  Nevada. 
But  it  is  proposed  to  reject  the  increased  appropri- 
ation because  it  is  not  a  deficiency.  I  allege  it  is 
a  deficiency.  It  is  so  much  of  a  work  that  was 
directed  by  the  last  Congress  to  b«  done.  The 
appropriation  proposed  to  be  made  is  considered 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
design,  and  having  complete  explorations,  as  we 
should,  of  various  passes.  The  work  is  unfin- 
ished. This  is  a  deficiency;  and  it  is  very  import- 
ant to  the  public  interest  on  other  grounds  that 
ihe  appropriation  should  be  made  now. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
pnia  will  withdraw  his  objection  to  the  amend- 
onent.  Let  it  be  agreed  to;  and  let  us  get  through 
with  the  bill. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  hope  so;  and  I  have  to  say  but 
1  word  to  show  that  he  should.  Cei^ain  passes 
lave  already  been  surveyed  under  the  appropria- 
ion  which  has  been  made.  This  pass  has  not 
>een  surveyed.  It  should  be  done,  so  that  we 
nay  have  all  the  information  we  can  get  to  lead 
w  to  act  properly.  Why  not  make  Uie  appro- 
bation for  it  now  as  well  as  at  any  other  time? 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
o;  and  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  con- 
urred  in. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  offer  the  following 
unendment: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Inlerior  be,  and  he  li  hereby, 
lirected  in  examine  the  claim*  presented  by  certain  coun- 
les  of  the  late  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  expenw«  of  the  United 
llalesdUIrfcl coon,  which  were  paid  by  mid  eountiea  prior 

>  the  admiailon  of  raid  Territoiy  into  the  Union  ae  a  Slate ; 
nd  if;  upon  raeh  ezamiaation,  he  it  niisfled  ihai,  prior  to 
aid  linir,  the  said  cauutte*  had  paid  money,  wbieh,  in  ae- 
ordance  with  the  inilructiana  or  the  Firit  Compiroller  of 
ie  Treasury,  dated  December  19,  1843,  nbould  have  been 
aid  by  ibe  marxbal  or  the  United  Bute*  for  said  Territory, 
e  is  directed  to  audit  and  allow  the  lame. 

A  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  on  the 
udiciary  at  the  last  sessionisnd  a  similar  one  was 
lade  before,  upon  which  appropriations  were 
lade  (o  pay  for  the  expenses  which  were  incurred 
1  the  counties  of  Lee  and  Des  Moines.    This  is 

>  pay  other  counties  which  have  not  yet  been  ad- 
isted  at  the  Department.  The  matter  has  under- 
one  the  scrutiny  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and 
y  that  committee  approved  as  to  the  counties 
rhicb  I  have  mentioned.  At  this  session  the  sub- 
let was  sub-committed  to  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
na,  [Mr.  Bricht,]  who  has  been  detained  from 
le  Senate  egme  time  by  indisposition.  He  kept 
le  papers  in  his  hands,  and  for  that  reason,  and 
lat  reason  alone,  the  Committee  on  Finance  have 
at  offered  the  amendment.  The  papers  are  in  his 
ands,  or  the  committee  would,  I  have  no  doubt, 
ave  offered  the  amendment.  The  matter  has  been 
eretofore  investigated  by  the  chairman  of  that 
>mmittee,  and  by  him,  and  other  members  of  the 
>mmittee,  approved.  I  hope  that  the  fart  of  the 
ckness  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  will  not  oper- 
:e  to  deprive  us  of  this  actof  justice. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  made  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
roased,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  aad 

was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  The  title 
as  amended,  on  the  motion  or  Mr.  Bioobr  by 
Iding  "  and  for  other  purposes." 

RtPORT  ON  MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BROWN.     When  the  dilurman  of  th« 


committee  on  the  Gardiner  claim  [Mr.  Bhodbeid] 
made  bis  report  the  other  morning,  1  suggested 
the  propriety  of  printing  an  extra  number  of 
copies  of  the  report,  knowing  that  it  would  be 
sought  for.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  from  the 
public  printer  stating  that  it  is  now  going  through 
the  press.  Some  thirty-five  or  forty  pages  are  in 
press,  and  have  been  worked  off.  If  any  order  for 
the  printing  of  extra  copies  is  to  be  made,  it  should 
be  done  now,  or  it  will  be  more  expensive.  1 
therefore  move  that  three  thousand  extra  copies 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESI  DING  OFFI CER.  Under  the  rule, 
the  motion  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it,  and  that  it  will  be  agreed  to  without 
being  sent  to  the  committee,  as,  I  repeat,  there  is  a 
necessity  that  the  order  should  be  made  at  once, 
if  made  at  all.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  that  it  be  now  made. 

The  motion  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  Ibe  Senate  adjouni  to-day,  il  be  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  G  WIN,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  ra- 
opened, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiOAT,  March  31, 1854. 

The  House  metat  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.HBMRT  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  a  bill  from 
the  Speaker's  table;  and  if  I  can  be  permitted  to 
explain  in  a  few  words  the  nature  of  the  bill,  I 
think  the  House  will  see  the  propriety  of  taking 
speedy  action  upon  it. 

The  time  for  closing  mail  contracts,  as  gentle- 
men well  know,  expires  on  the  10th  of  April  next. 
In  the  report  of  the  Postmiuiter  General,  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  you  will  find  it  stated  that  it  is 
necessary,  with  a  view  of  the  transmission  of  the 
great  mails  fVom  the  East  and  the  West,  that  he 
shall  contract  with  the  mail  contractor  to  put  a 
double  line  of  stages  between  the  cities  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Mobile.  For  that  purpose,  he  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  the  gentleman  then  car- 
rying the  mails  for  the  second  line.  The  original 
contract  was  for  $36,000. 

He  agreed  with  the  contractor  that,  if  he  would 
put  on  another  line,  be  would  pay  him  the  sum  of 
|24,000,  or  two  thirds  of  the  original  contract.  It 
was  done  with  this  stipulation,  that  inasmuch  as 
he  was  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of  double  stop- 
ping on  the  line,  he  would  recommend  to  Congress 
that  they  would  authorize  him,  if  the  contract 
was  properly  fulfilled,  to  extend  the  contract;  and 
with  this  stipulation  tjso,  that  if  Confess  refused 
to  extend  it  with  him,  or  to  authorize  the  Post- 
master General  to  extend  it,  that  theg  the  Post- 
muter  should  pay  him  the  sura  of  |6,000.  I 
desire  to  read 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  should 
proceed  with  his  remarks? 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  will  occupy  but  a  few  min- 
utes. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  feels  it  bis  duty 
to  inquire  of  the  House  whether  or  not  there  is 
any  objection  to  the  gentleman  proceeding  with 
his  remarks? 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  if  the  bill  in  question  is  not  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  if  it  will  not  be  reached  in 
the  regular  order  of  business.  I  understand,  if 
the  regular  order  of  business  is  proceeded  with,^ 
that  it  will  soon  be  reached. 

Mr.  PH ILLIPS.  U  the  gentleman  objeeU,  of 
course  I  must  suspend  my  remarks. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  am  willing  to  oblige  the 
gentleman,  but  the  bill  will  be  reachM  directly  afVer 
proceeding  to  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  If  the  aentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  BDOcaTOK]  objeen,  I  will  proceed  nd  further. 


We  could  take  up  the  bill  now  ai)d  pass  it  in  a 
very  few  minutes,  if  the  House  saw  fit  to  do  so. 
It  would  save  the  Government  $6,000,  which  w« 
might  just  as  well  save. 

The  SPEAKER.    Is  the  objection  withdrawn? 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  It  is  not.  I  insis,t  upon  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  DUNBAR,  by  the  unanimous  eonsentof  the 
House,  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  ben- 
efit of  an  asylum  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind, 
and  for  educational  purposes  in  that  State;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  Senate  bills  upon  the  Speaker's 
table  were  then  taken  up  in  their  oraer,  and 
referred  as  indicated  below: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodore  E.  EllioU. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dempeey  Pitman.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asbury  Dickins.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Wil- 
liamson.    Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  S.  Sanger. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

^n  act  for  the  relirf  of  Mrs.  Helen  McKay, 
adIHKiistratrix  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  iEneas 
McKay,  late  deputy  quartermaster  general  of  the 
United  States  Army.  Referred  to  the  Committe* 
on  Military  Affairs. 

An  art  for  the  relief  of  W.  R.  Nevins. .  R«fcrTcd 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

An  act  for  the  purchase  of  the  copyright  of  a 
work  published  by  Thomas  H.  Sumner,  wherein 
hedescribes  his  new  method  of  aseertaininga  ship's 
position  at  sea.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  the  late 
brevet  Colonel  A.  C.  W.  Fanning,  United  States 
Army.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflfairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representa- 
tives of  Colonel  Alexander  O.  Morgan.  Referred 
to  the  Commiuee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  resolution  for  extending  the  existing  contract 
for  carrying  the  mail  in  Alabama. 

Mr  PHILLIPS.  Mr.Speaker.T  wish  to  make 
a  brief  statement  in  reference  to  that  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Let  the  resolution  be  read. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  reported  by  the 
Clerk,  as  follows: 

"Renlvtd,  4'c.,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  ha 
It  hereby,  anilionzfid  to  extend  the  existing  contract  for 
earryinf  Ibe  mail  upon  Uie  route  between  Monifpimery  and 
Molrile,  for  four  years  from  the  time  at  which  said  contract 
shall  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  if,  in  hit  opinion,  the 
pablic  Interettt  and  convenience  would  be  promoted  by 
toeh  ezieniion  oftaid  comiaet." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  ask  that  the  m  be  placed 
upon  its  passage;  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  propriety  of  it,  I  will  read  to  the  House  what 
the  Postmaster  General  says  of  it  in  his  report: 

"Therelt,  however,  between  Muntgomery  and  Stock- 
ton, Alabama,  another  portion  upon  which  delays  and 
Irrefnlaritiet  have  been  occurring  to  an  extent  equaling 
those  on  lb'  a«a  route  above  refbred  to,  althoagb  arising 
from  quite  diflereot  causes. 

"One  daily  line  of  coaches  has  heretoibre  been  provided, 
mnning  (in  connection  with  a  steamboat  between  Mobile 
and  Stockton)  over  a  natural  mad  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  milea  in  jencth,  frequently  liable  to  obsirucUone  IVom 
high  water  and  other  causes,  and  not  kept  in  good  repair, 
traverving,  as  it  does^  a  sparsely  populated  section  nf  coun- 
try. Such  mode  or  conveyance,  Ufxm  such  a  mad,  has 
been  found  entirely  inadequate  for  the  vast  accumulation 
of  roailt  at  Montgomery,  conveyed  thltlier  from  Koslon, 
New  York,  and  other  cities,  along  the  whole  extent  of  that 
great  line. 

(^Considering  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  mall  mat- 
tes of  all  descripdODs,  especially  printed  matter,  tlie  trans- 
mission of  bound  volumes  and  other  public  dnciimeiits, 
printed  by  order  of  Congress,  Increasing,  as  they  do,  from 
year  lo  year,  and  of  all  the  matter  tiom  the  sf  rerni  Bxecu- 
Uve  Departments  of  the  General  Government,  also  rapidly 
increasing  in  quantity,  and  in  view  of  the  diet,  also,  that 
all  the  mails  for  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  and  beyond,  thus 
accumulated  by  rontribuDOnt  fmm  Boston  to  Montgomery, 
are  conveyed  to  the  latter  point  by  railroads  and  steam- 
boats, especially  the  former,  II  Is  •  mailer  of  surprise  iliat 
they  have  been  forwarded  by  one  dally  ooaeb  in  a  manner 
at  all  approaching  rnultrity. 

"  These  fhcts  rendered  most  imperative  the  necessity  of 
provMjng  Immediately  more  adequate  meant  of  convey- 
ance ;  and,  accordin(dy,  on  the  18th  of  October  last,  a 
second  daily  line  of  Tour  horse  coachee  was  ordered  iie- 
tween  Montgomery  and  Stockton,  Alabama,  lo  connect 
with  Ibe  sleamboal  line  between  Stockton  and  Mobile,  Willi 
Ibe  silpnlaiion  that  the  contractoni  should  flimMi  veblclet 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  eopvay  wHatever  mall  naji  be 
dslly  received  at  Mootgomerr  or  Stoeklen,  and  ibM  tti» 
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vtramliont  employed  belween  Stockton  and  Mobile  should 
be  of  i^niricifnt  MKe,  structure,  nnil  (inicss  lor  the  rrKUtnr 
Iinvigntlun  of  IheTeiipaw  river,  and  be  uitdertlje  enliriMuid 
exclu.sive  control  of  the  cotitractorii,  so  that  no  lireilchCH  of 
cotinecfiAn  should  occur  by  reason  of  any  other  persons 
having  a  right  to  interfere  with  its  arrivals  and  departures. 
"  The  ciriilpeiisation  allowed  for  this  addlliuilal  service  is 
^4,U0U  per  annum,  lieing  one  tbird  less  than  pro  rata  of  the 

E resent  |iay,  witji  ihi>  u;.'reemciil  that  if  the  service  shall 
e  well  and  faithfully  performed,  the  extension  of  the  con- 
tract on  the  same  conditions,  over  the  succecdinc  term  of 
four  years,  comioenciii^  the  1st  of  July,  IHM,  will  be  rec- 
oinineiided  to  Ctmgress  ;  and  should  Con|(rc^s  decline  to 
ailthoriKe  such  extension,  the  rate  of  additional  pay  shall 
b4>  raised  to  .*:tO,ttnu  per  annum,  still  one  sixth  less  than  pto 
rata,  for  the  residue  of  the  existine  term. 

**  it  was  further  stiiullated  that  the  contractors,  by  the  1st 
of  NuvtMiiber,  1(^^3,  fliould  place  on  the  route  a  full  addi- 
tional every-other  day  line,  and  double  the  road,  if  lieccs- 
aary,  to  carry  off  all  the  mail  matter  every  day,  and  by  the 
l.'ith  of  December  a  full  additional  daily  line ;  ttie  increased 
,  conipcui'ation  tocoiniiierce,  in  ease  of  afaiUifiU  compliance 
wttti  these  terms,  on  the  1st  of  Nov0iiibcr. 

*'Tlie  terms  of  this  agreement  are  f  ivorable,  in  view  of 
the  creat  public  bcneltts' expected  to  result  therefrom. 

**  The  stipulation  as  to  this  extension  uf  the  contract  is 
reasonable  and  proper,  because  the  present  contract  ex 
pires  on  the  Sthli  of  June  next,  and  the  contractors  could 
not  be  expected  to  provide,  at  great  expense,  all  the  addi- 
tional Block  ncces..tnry  for  a  Kecotid  line,  for  seven  or  eijtlit 
months  only,  without  some  guarantee  against  loss  in  ca.ie 
of  being  underbid  in  the  competition  at  the  next  lettiii)[  of 
contracts,  the  existing  laws  not  prt>vidin2,  as  was  formerly 
the  case,  that  new  contractors  shall  purchase  the  stock  of 
lliuse  sutiersedcd." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  It  will  lie  seen  from  the  ex- 
tract from  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Getift*!, 
which  I  have  read,  that  the  Post  Office  Departmettt 
has  recommended  the  pa.<i8age  of  thi.s  bill  from  the 
Senate,  now  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  which  au- 
thorizes the  fulfillment  of  the  contract  It  will 
save  to  the  Government  the  difference  between 
the  two  amounts — that  is,  $6,0(K).  The  time  when 
the  bid  expires  is  the  lenth  day  of  April  ne.Kl,and 
if  the  House  intend  to  pass  this  bill  atall,  it  ought 
to  do  so  now. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman,  if  he  has  any  information  upon 
the  subject,  whether  it  is  not  probable  that,  if  the 
matter  should  be  left  open  for  competilion  by  bids, 
as  all  other  routes  in  the  country  are,  it  would  not 
be  contracted  for  upon  as  favorable  terms  as  this 
contract  will  be,  even  if  he  is  paid  the  J6,l)00 ! 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  will  merely  answer  the 
gentleman,  not  from  my  own  information,  or  by 
an  expression  of  my  opinion — which  I  presume 
would  not  be  wofth  much — but  by  merely  calling 
attention  to  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
■ral,  which  t  have  just  read.  His  opinion  is  that 
it  is  a  favorable  contract  for  the  Government,  and 
that  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  e.Ylend  it,  and  has 
recommended  Congress  to  do  to.  My  own  opin- 
ion is,  that  it  is  worth  nothing  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  JON  lis,  of  Tennessee.  We  have  general 
laws  upon  the  subject  which  require  the  Depart- 
ment to  receive  proposals.  We  had  better  leave 
this,  it  seems  to  me,  to  such  general  laws  as  apply 
to  all  other  routes. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama will  allow  me,  I  desire  to  sny  a  word. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  >  desire  to  say  that  the  road 
over  which  the  mail  is  carried  is  a  vital  section  of 
the  great  trunk  over  which  the  mail  north  and 
south  is  carried.  One  daily  mail  service  was  for- 
merly performed  over  that  line;  but  it  was  found 
that  such  service  was  inadequate  for  the  prompt 
ahd  certain  transportation  of  the  mails. 

Last  fall  the  Department  found  itself  compelled, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case — from  the  fact  that 
mail  matter  was  left  over  at  Montgomery  frequent- 
ly, until  it  accumulated  to  an  immense  quantity 
— to  make  an  arrangement  for  a  daily  doubfe 
service  upon  that  section  of  the  line.  To  pu^ 
double  daily  service  upon  that  line  Would  require 
an  additional  outlay  upon  the  part  of  the  con- 
tractor of  §30,000.  The  contractor  was  unwilling 
to  incur  the  investment  of  that  large  amount,  in 
stocks  and  materials  for  the  road,  unless  he  should 
be  assured  of  some  probability  of  using  it  for  a 
longer  period  of  time  thon  the  seven  or  eight 
months  during  which  the  existing  contract  had  to 
run.  Why,  sir,  an  investment  or$30,000 in  such 
stock  OS  this,  to  be  used  only  for  six  or  eifjht 
months,  woiild  certainly  be  very  hazardous,  and 
be  attended  with  great  loss.       ^ 

I  woutif  rertiark  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Jones,}  even  admitling  it  tobe  true — 
though  I  do  not  believe  il  is — that  the  Government, 
by  receiving  proposala,  might  let  the  contract  as 


low  as  this,  yet  there  is  an  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  towards  the  men  who  have 
made  this  large  investment  under  the  guarantee  of 
the  Post  Olfice  Department. 

Again,  the  provision  of  law   was,  a  few  years 
ago,  that  when  one  contractor  superseded  another 
by  reason  of  a  lower  bid  for  the  route,  he  should 
take  the  slock  and  materials  of  his  predece.isor, 
upon   a  fair  valuation  of  the  same.     But  such  is 
not  the  law  now;  and  if  this  investment  of  $3U,0U0  ' 
were  made  for  the  short  time  which  the  contract  I 
had  to  run,  when   there  was  no  obligation  upon 
<  his  successor  to  take  the  property  off  his  hands  if 
he   was  underbid,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  owe  | 
something  to  those  contractors;  and   when   the 
Postmasier  General  assures  us  that  this  is  a  favor-  i 
able  contract  fur  the  Government,  I  think  it  is  as 
little  as  we  con  do  for  them  to  authorize  the  Post- 
muster  General  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  law,  I  be- 
lieve, requires  the  Post  Office  Department  to  ad- 
vertise for  proposals  for  carrying  the  mails  upon 
the  different  routes.  Those  who  bid  for  the  con- 
tracts must  inform  themselves  in  relation  to  the 
I  service  to  be  performed;  and  they  undertake  to 
carry  the  mails  upon  those  routes  for  the  terms 
specified.  !  know  it  has  been  urged  at  the  De- 
partment, that  though  the  amount  of  mail  matter 
should  increase,  yet  the  Department  had  no  au- 
thority (o  increase  the  amount  of  compensation. 
If  ihe  contractor  undertakes  to  carry  the  mail 
between  two  given  points,  and  he  can  do  it  on 
horseback,  he  may  do  it  in  that  manner;  but  if  it 
requires  a  line  of  coaches,  or  if  it  requires  a  dozen 
lines  of  coaches,  the  contractor,  according  to  the 
law  and  the  ruling  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
ill  ihegreat  majority  of  oases, mustcomply  with  the 
terms  of  his  crintract  at  whatever  cost.  It  does 
seem  to  me  that  it  iti  rather  bad  policy  for  Con- 
gress to  commence  letting  mail  contracta  in  partic- 
ular cases  by  special  legislation. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  is  under  a 
misapprehension  in  reference  to  this  bill.  This 
contract,  which  the  Postmasier  General  asks  us 
by  this  resolution  to  extend,  is  not  the  regular 
contract  made  under  the  general  letting  four  years 
ago.  If  I  understand  it,  the  contract  made  then 
proved  to  be  a  failure,  and  this  contract  was  en- 
tered into  with  this  party  to  continue  until  the 
time  of  the  next  regular  letting,  as  the  document 
reod  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Piiii.- 
Ltps]  shows.  It  is  therefore  a  special  contract, 
and  does  not  come  under  the  general  rule  wijlb 
respect  to  contractors  ot  all. 

It  is,  perhaps,  due  to  the  House  that  I  should 
say  in  this  connection,  that  there  are  representa- 
tions being  made  to  the  effect  that  if  this  contract 
is  not  extended,  and  the  opportunity  is  given  for 
bids  to  be  offered  in  the  usual  manner,  inat  such  j 
will  be  the  cdmpelition  as  to  reduce  the  amount 
below  that  which  the  Postmaster  General  asks  us 
to  pay  this  contractor.  1  do  not  state  this  from 
any  reliable  information;  I  have  been  told  these 
things  from  outsiders,  who  have  made  such  rep- 
resentations in  regard  to  this  matter. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  inasmuch  as  there  is  a 
seeming  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we 
hid  better  pass  it  at  once.  Tfil  be  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
such  is  the'press  of  business  which  is  likely  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  House  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands — which  is  likely  to  monopolize  a 
great  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  during  the 
balance  of  the  session — that  we  should  not  be 
likely  to  set  an  opportunity  to  report  it  back. 

Mr.  COBB.     Tne  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  not  out  of  order;  but  if  the 
gentleman  makes  a  point  of  order,  I  will  await 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
have  nothing  before  the  House,  nor  is  there  any- 
thing before  the  House  with  which  they  have  any 
connection 

Mr.  OLDS.  No,  sir;  they  have  nothing  before 
the  House,  and  I  do  not  want  them  to  have  any- 
thing here  for  a  good  while  to  come.  But,  sir, 
my  remarks  were  perfectly  in  order,  as  showing 
the  reason  why  this  bill  should  not  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
I  was  speaking  lo  the  point  that,  if  it  was  sent  to 
that  committee,  we  should  not  get  an  opportunity 
of  reporting  it  back  until  the  time  should  have 
elapsed   for  the  reletting  of  this  contract,  and  it 


would  be  too  late  to  avail  anything.  That  is  my 
reason  for  putting  the  bill  upon  its  passage  at  this 
time.  I  will  have  no  contention  with  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands.  If  the  House  profiose 
to  allow  that  committee  to  monopolize  their  liine 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  1  will  not  be  re- 
sponsible for  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  point  I  wish  to  present 
in  reference  to  this  contractor  is  this:  Even  if  it 
should  be  admitted  that,  by  throwing  this  contract 
open  to  bids,  we  could  obtain  terras  as  good,  or 
better  than  those  now  offered,  it  seems  to  roe 
that  ihe  Department  is  under  some  obligations  to 
this  individual,  who  has  made  an  investment  of 
$30,000  in  stock,  materials^  &c.,  which  his  suc- 
cessor is  not  bound  to  take,  and  which,  of  course, 
will  prove  a  heavy  loss  to  him,  unless  some  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  to  secure  the  contract 
to  him  in  future.  The  Postmaster  General  ad- 
vises us  that  this  additional  service  is  obtained  for 
one  third  less  compensation  than  the  original,  by 
publid  bids  accepted  'inder  the  rules  for  bidding  at 
the  Department;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  that,  of 
itself,  goes  far  to  show  that  we  could  not  get  it 
any  cheaper  if  it  were  opened  to  competilion.  It 
was  opened  to  competition,  and  the  Posttnaster 
General  tells  you  that  the  bid  at  which  it  wiia 
originally  let  was  $36,000.  Now  it  is  proposed 
to  be  done  for  one  third  less.  Individuals  pro- 
pose under  contract  to  carry  it  for  $34,000,  incur- 
ring the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  De(>artmenlj 
that  a  strong  recommendation  shall  be  made  to 
Congress  for  authority  to  continue  that  contract, 
if  in  the  language  of  the  joint  resolution,  he  deem* 
it  for  the  public  good  to  do  so. 

We  have  examples  of  this  sort  of  legislation. 
Congress  did  this  precise  thing  in  a  case  which 
presented  itself  with  much  less  force  to  our  sym- 
pathies and  favorable  regard — that  of  carryi'  '' 
the  mail  from  here  to  Aquia  Creek,  on  tlie  Pol 
mac  river.  And  another  instance  of  this  characi 
of  legislation,  precisely  in  point,  was  in  carrying* 
the  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  Mohile.  The  ex- 
tensions of  these  contracts  were  made  in  this  way, 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  which  existed,  and 
were  brought  lo  bear  on  the  Department,  forcing 
it  to  incur  ihis  sort  of  additional  obligation  before 
it  could  induce  an  enterprising  gentleman  lo  invest 
a  large  amount  of  money  in  stock  which  might  be 
thrown  on  his  hands  as  useless  and  unj.rofiLable. 

1  think  that  this  case  appeals  to  the  favorable 
regard  of  Congress  very  strong!  j;  and  I  hope  that 
the  House  will  pass  the  resolution.  *  ■ 

Mr.  GREY  obtained  the  floor. 

M  r.  JON  ES,  of  Louisiana.    I  rise  for  lh« 
pose  of  makin?  an  inquiry. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky is  eniiiled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GREY.     I  ask  ihat  the  joint  resolution  be 
read.     I  was  not  in  the  Hall  when  it  was  It.' 
up  for  consideration. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GREY.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  1  were  not  a  mi 
ber  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  1  do  not  know  that  I  would  say  anything 
about  this  matter;  but,  sir,  representations  have 
been  made  to  me  within  the  last  few  days,  which, 
I  think,  the  House  ought  to  know  anu  consider. 
When  the  House  is  informed  of  certain  facts,  I 
am  sure  they  will  refer  this  joint  resolution  lo 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada 
investigation.  That  resolution  asks  that  Congri 
shall  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  exr 
a  contract  which,  by  itsslipulalions,  terminal 
July  next,  for  four  years  more,  to  certain 
tractors,  without  any  "bidding,"  of  the  coni| 
lilion  guarantied  by  law  between  individuals' 
mail  contracts.  I  was  shown  a  letter  yesteri 
by  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  which  he  told  nne 
from  one  of  the  moat  extensive  and  respohi 
moil  contraclors  in  Alabama,  in  which  he  prolei 
against  giving  to  these  contraclors  an  exiensiofl 
their  contract  for  four  years,  as  eontrary  to  ttuf 
rral  laws,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  o 
bidders.  He  protests  against  granting  that 
tract  except  at  the  general"  letlings,"andac< 
ing  lo  the  laws   regulating  all  "  mail  contrai 

Sir,  what  are  the  facts  in  this  case?    The 
tiemsn  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston)  was  oni 
stood  to  say  that  they  were  carrying  the  maf 
424,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  said  that  the  double 
vice  was  done  for  $24,000.     That  was  an  ami 
equal  to  two  thirds  of  the  original  contract;  ^6, 
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was  the  amoant  of  the  iLrat  eontraet.  It  Wsb'  ae> 
cepted  by-  the  Depanment ander ther^jtilar bid- 
ding. This  inc^eaaed  sefrice,  tbouett  equal  to 
the  original  mail  lerviee,  woa  assumedoy  theoon- 
tractors  fbr  484,000. 

Mr.  QRBY.  I  aek  if  that  contract  was' not 
nmd»«nth  Mr.  Wade  Allen,  to  temtinate  ihe-lst 
of  July  next,  for  daify  aerviee,  at  |3S,000  per 
aunutrrf  * 

Mr.  HOUS-TOJf.  IdonotkMWi  Tfi»f«waff 
a  contract  with  Wade  Allen,  or  Wade  Harris — 
Allen,  I  beliere — bui  1  am  informed  this  dajr  by 
the  Poatmaster  General  htrastif,  that  theDepart- 
ment  never  has  been  able  to  get  a  contract  prop> 
eriy  carried  oat  on  that  section  of  the  route  The 
contractors  «rho  have  preceded  the  energetic  gen^ 
tJeman  who  has  it  in  chargeat  present,  have  nMde 
comtant  and  continued  and  anno|ying  failures  in 
carrying  the  great  mail  North  aim  Soath,  to  the- 
disturbance  of  the  Department. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  more  whilst  I  am  upon' 
the-flbor.  The  Postmaster  General lold  me  alaot 
this  morning,  in  connection 'with  the  present  con- 
tract, that  it  has  been  fiiithiUfly  ana  punctually 
performed,  and'  that  there  hare  only  been- a' few 
insignificant  failures.  Ithas  been  ifinnitely  better 
performed  than  icevefhas  been  by  any  otfaercon- 
tractors  on  that  section  of  the  route. 

Mr.  ORBY.  The  gentleman  does  m>t  answef 
myquestioik  T  w«nt  to  knomr  what  was  the 
contract  price  per  annum-  allowed  to  the- lowest 
bidder  at  the- last  "lettingB"  of  mail  con  tracts. > 
-wliieh  if  the  eontraet  those  present  eontracton- 
.  recently  "bought  out"  from  Wade  Allen. 

Mr.  HOSSTDN.  Thirty-stx  thousand  dollhw. 

Mt.  OREnr.  Well,  thhMs  atl'I  ask  to  know. 
Sir,  [win  tell  you  what-l'am  informed  in  relntion- 
tothia-metter:  That  Wade  Allen  has  bad  this 
eontraet  for  t^tm  or  three  terms  of  four  yearsi  and- 
had'-it  M  dt(iVren«  raiea  of  compensation.  He 
took<th«  eonlmet  ^  doily  service  between  Mont' 
gomery  and  Mobile  for  one'temrat!}96,00Qptr- 
annum,  then-  at  |Si;oe(y  or  $93,060,  then  down 
again  toa  lower  mtei  and-hi»  last  contract  was  at- 
|36-,000i  Mow,  Wade  Allen;  I  learn,  was  a  man- 
of  wealthvand'ir«8ponsible;and-ifhe  fiiiled'to  per- 
form the  service  reeularlyi  the  Postmaster  Gen^ 
eral' was  aathbrizejto  finej  deduct,  or  forfeft  and 
relet  the  eontraot,  and  was- not  authorized' by  Uw 
to  receive  him-  asa  bidderttt  future  letlings, 

Btlt  I  am  informed  Wade  Allen- was  the  legtdly 
aoceptrd  contractor  foi"  the-  finir  ftam- eniing 
the  30th  June  next;  that  he  has  been  dllad  for- 
a  year  or  two,  and  his  repanentatives  hiiv««arried 
on  ihM  mail' service.  Ifhe-hiMt-been -a- rfe^tulUT', 
the  Pbatmaacer  General-  would"  certdinly  have' 
obeyed' the  requirements  of  thfcldw,  and-forfeiied 
his  contract,-  read^ertised'  undtr  the-lawfor  pubi- 
lie  competition  among  bidders,  and  releMhi;  route 
in  thiit  way,  insteadof  gtving.it  by  aprivaie  con- 
tract to  any-certain  indtvtdarl-.  But,  sir,-  it  is  not 
charged  that  Wad<  A'Hen  or  his  renreaenttfiives' 
were  defeitltera.-  It  seemsj  sir,  titirt  lasl'<«4titA"a 
gentleman  who  was-or  had-'been  a -special' and 
confidential  i^ent' oft  the-Pb»t'Offlfce-D*partnient-, 
entered  into  an  arrangement  with  another;  by 
which  th*y  boagfaithlk  contract  of'\fr.  Whde 
Allen's  repreeentativesi  weltlcnowing-it-temiiriated 
on  the  30tb'0f  Jikne — bought  it  (as^tetnler.'  That 
contract  wtasfbr  adailymail  (between  Montgomery 
and  Mobil«>,  at  the  rate  of 'i|3S,000^)er  annum; 
and'they  have  been  alhjwed  ^4,000  per  armum 
more,  making -for  that  service'  between'  Mbnt^ 
gomety  ond  Mobile'  $00,000  per  annum; 

Mr.  SpeakH-,  in-reply  to  thegentlemon's  {Mr. 
Hovstsn's]  remark  as  to -the  punetualhy' and 
regalaWty  of  the' mails'  since  iKosr- "energetic: 
contraetors"  have  been  performing  the  service,  I 
will  remark  that ■  lh»  members  of  this  Congress, 
and  the  newspapef^TNbrth  -  and  Soath,  wiir,  and 
have  proteotett,  that  the  mails  to  and  from'  the 
South  have  never  been  more  irregular  than  daring; 
th«-past  winter. 

N^ow,  sir,  I  ask'  whether;  when  there  ■  is -only 
one  mail  a  day  from  this  city  to  Montgomery. 
arKl  one  mail-a  day  from  Mtintgomery  on  towards 
Vicksbuiv,  for  Arkansas,  North  LoirisiRrm,  and 
all  the  West,  and  only  one  nntil  a  day  firom Mobile 
to  New  Orleans,  do  we  want'ltee  mails'  a  day  be* 
twvcn  MontMmery  and  Mobile  i 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  do  not  know  whether  tNe 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  in  the-  Hdose 
when  I  read' what  ia  slated  by  the  Pdhtmaster 
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Mr:  GHtCY.  I  was  not  in  the  Rotrae  at  the 
time,  burl  presume  I  have  been  informed  of  all 
the  position*  taken  by  the  Poatmaster  General  in 
his  report, 

Mr;  PHILLIPS.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky asks  what  is  the  necessity  of  another  daily 
lineUetweenMonlgotiiery  and  Mobile,  when  there 
is  a  dsilv  line  from  Montgomery  to  Mobile  and 
NewOi-Wm?  I'wilt  answer  the  gentleman  by 
saying  that  the  mail  is  carried  from  Mobile  to 
New  Orleans  by  steamboat.     ' 

M  r.  GREY.  There  are  man  jr  members  of  this 
House  living  in  the  South,  ami  they  know  that 
a  largfrina'ilgoes  from  Montgomery  on,  in  daily 
coaches,  by  Columbus  and  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
to  Vicksburg,  for  Arkansas  and  the  northern  part 
of  Louisiana,  and  connected  with  the  daily  moil 
boats  running  upon  the  Mississippr  river  between 
Leuisvilleand  NewOrleans.  How  does  it  happen 
that  such  an  immense  amount  of  mail  matter  goes 
from  Montgomery  to  Mobile.'  We  pay  millions  to 
tend  our  marls  by  ocean  mail  steamers  from  New 
York  to  Cuba,  to  Mobile,  and  the  different  ports 
of  Mexiooi  I  do  not  think,  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  mails  through  the  country,  that  there  is  so 
great  an  amountof  mail  matter  which  ought  legally 
and  jnroptrty  to  pass  on  the'roule  from  Montgom- 
ery to  Mobile  as  requires  loo  diiiiy  iinej  of  f6ur- 
horse  cotrches  to  carry  it. 

Mr.  AB&RCROM'BIB  here  madle  an  inter- 
ruption', which  waa  entirety  inaudible  to  the  Re- 
porter: 

Mr.  GRBY.  Isubmit  t*  thi«  House  whether, 
if  tioo  JaWy lines  art  necessary  there,  it  is  nOt  by 
la»  madethe  potitfre  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral- to  advertise  and  contract  for  that  grade  of 
service  at  the  rtgutar  mail  Uuings,  which  come  off 
every  fdur  years?  If  "semi-daily  service  is  neces- 
»orj  there;  I  do  not  object.  The  poiiit  I  make  is, 
that  it  shovUd  not  be  given  by  a  ftrivate  contract  to 
any  oh*,  in  violation  of  law  and  of  the-  rights  of 
regular  bidders.  Let  all  have  a  fiiir  and'  equal 
chance,  and  let  the  Government  have  the  advant- 
age of  the  saving  resulting  from  that  open  compe- 
tition: Such'  is  the  point  I  make  against  all  spe- 
cial legislation 'fdrindttiidttab'. 

This  spteiattgrtemaaia  this:  They  Wert  allbwed 
faV.OOO eztraforcarrying'the vetyldeniical  mails^ 
for  which  thecontract, /a9t-</(M'pi0vAasni  of  Wade 
AH«n,  parid  them'f36;0t)0  for  carrying,  and  to  have 
tht  contract  secured 'to  them  for  the  next  four 
ydsM'atlthe  MOiOOO'-peranbunl;  tcttftoitt  any  com- 
pelttioK  wflH  otter  hidders: 

HtUt'the  PontttaRterOieneral  any  rrght  to  make 
sutfh' a  contract?'-  He  now  acknowledges  he  had 
not,  biit'aaHil>Oongresi»to  authorize  him  todo  so. 
Mr.  speaker,  whatever ' might  be'my  confidence 
inhit)  Wisdom,  I  wHi  reAjseto  dA  80,b<Kao>e  there 
is  neither  justice,  propriety,  or  necessity  for  ex- 
emptihg-tHw  route flrom-the  uMial'aod'legal  mode 
ofcontrtieting. 

Str;  my  observvtion  hi*  tMgItt  trie  to  believe 
ihkt'ioo  grvattdiwreiiona-ry  power  should  not  be 
givcti  to  thOMiiiatithority:  I  will'stHte  a  tase  by 
way  of  example;  A  Mr.  BUeklea;  of 'Kentucky, 
had'a  contract  fdr' carrying- the  nteits  in  ateam- 
boala'from  LbuisVillito'St;  Louis  at'llO.OOO'per 
annum.  BddkM  waenoton  good't^mwperson- 
ally  with  everybody  at- the  R)st  Office  DUpatl- 
ment,  and  durinrtheice  and  fog*  of  winter  made 
fiulures,and'|>evHapS'did'natd6liis  full  duty.  He 
was-  heavily  fined — deddetlorn  "made  from  his 
psfy;— hl*contra«tforftited — and  the  usual  month's 
extra  p*y  aliowed  (6y  tan)  whtfn  contracts  are 
forfMtedwasteUMU/Ufram  Btiekles. 

InleJM^'tHan  two- month*  after  the  eontniet  of 
Bueklefe  was  fornfited,  another  eontraet  was  made 
with  SMrley 'A^  Co.,  for  steianrbOar  service  oil  the 
sotKr  reiHe,-  frOm-Looisville  to  St'.  Louis,  afmuch 
higher  price,  and-tri/Aovt  anypubHc  aiveriisemtnU, 
or  any'eoiMcttHMt  permitted  between  bidders. 
This  special '  comra«t  with  Shirley  &  Qo.  was 
first  mw^in  18S1'.  Ufider  a  law  Of  last  CongreM 
the  Postmaster  GFenerat'  adVtrtisM'for  proposals 
orbid»to  be  sent  in  by  "3  ().  m.  of  thelOth  day 
orPebruary,  1859,  to  W  decided  on  or  before  the 
Ist  of  March  following,  for  conveying  the  mails 
of  the  ttnited  Sfites,  for  four  years  from  1st 
Juhr;  185Si"  on  this'river  rotrte  from  Louisville 
to  St.  Louis-,  (and  on  other  river  routes.) 

ThebMe  were  sent  in,  accepted;  and  the  con- 
tractors 4(7iei«H|'it(/%rmtd  on  the  Sd  March,  1853, 
of  huch-  acceptance.  The  contract  was  executed 
by  the  parties.     Yes,  air,  indorsed,  "  iioircD, 


(EALEO,    AMD     DELlVEKED     BT    THE   PoiTM^STER 
G-EVERA1.. " 

Yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  all  that  these  lowest 
bidders  and  contractors  am  refused  the  privilege  of 
carrying  that  mail  under  their  contract  from  Lou- 
isville to  St.  Louis,  and  Shirley  &  Co.  are  now 
performing  that  very  service,  and  that,  too,  with- 
out any  contract  for  it,  but  for  which  the  Post- 
master pays  to  them  and  the  agent's  messengers 
about  $90,000  per  annum;  yet  Shirley  &  Co.  |>er- 
form  very  little  more  service  than  Buckles  did  for 
$10,000  per  annunk. 

I  stale  here,  fttim  information  from  the  Post 
Oflfice  Department,  that  Shirley  &  Co.  are  now  pre- 
tending to  perform  that  service  v;ilh<M  a  eontraet, 
but  are  allowed,  including  ogentx,  about  $90,000 
per  annum,  all  of  which  is  (I  believe)  charged 
againr t  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  "  mail  fa<-ili- 
tie»;"yet  those  facilities  furnished  by  them  to  Ken- 
lucky,  for  the  last  nine  months, have  been  worse 
than  vrorthteea. 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  been  the  result  of  a 
•' discretion"  exercised  on  that  route  along  the 
northern  border  of  Kentucky.  Forbid  the  exer- 
cise of  "  d'ucreliunmy  ptiaen,"  and  enforce  the  /ai« 
in  r^rd  to  "  lettinga"  and'  lowest  bidders,  and 
all' will  be  right.  At  all  eventn,  we  can  then  un- 
derstand how  far  the  lots  allows  the  Postmaster  ' 
General  to  go. 

But,  sir,  as  to  this  special,  or  discrtlioh^nry,  or 
nrtrote  contract  between  Montgomery  and  Mobile. 
How  is  it  that  such  great  injury  is  apprehended 
to  the  jnteresta  and  convenience  of  the  public  if 
this  contract  is  not  reriewed,  secured,  and  ex- 
tended for  four  years  to  those  gentlemen  ?  It  was 
entered  into  (as(  tctnlcr,  with  a  knowledge  that  it 
would  terminate  in  June  next.  Sir,  reject  this 
proposition,  ond,  my  word'forit,  this  route  will  at 
the  regular  "  m«il  letnngs"on  the  lOih  of  next 
month,  be  "let"  to  responsible  contraciors  who 
willperform  the  service  much  better  than  it  has 
been  perf5r'med  during  the  last  winierand  spring^ 
Sir,  I  shiill  move  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  Let 
it  take  the  course  which  legislation  of  a  general 
character  takes.  All  private  ojlls  thbt  are  brought 
up  for  the  relief  or  injured  claimants,  some  of 
whom  haVe  been  appeiling  to  this  House  for  long 
years  to  do  themjUStice,  are  referred  toappropriate 
committees,  to  be  examined  in  all  their  bear- 
ings, and  reported  upOn  fiilly  to  the  House.  Silr,  I 
understand  a  gentleman  who  is,  or  has  been  a 
"special  and  confidentihl  ogfefit  of  the  Post  Office 
'Department,"  and  his  partner,bought'out  this  con- 
tract, and  that,  very  soon  afterwards,  this  extra 
allowance  was  made.  Why  was  it  not  allowed 
to  the  previous  contractor?  He,  it  seems,  had 
for  many  years  carried  all  those  mails  in  a  daily 
line  of  coaches;  and  if  the!  present  contractors  can- 
not do  it,  then  "  let"  the  service  accordingly  to 
him. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  did  not  hear  distinctly  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  Will 
he  please  repeat  them  .' 

Mr.  GREY  repealed  as  above. 

Sfr.  HOGSTON.  What  is  the  nam*  of  that 
gentleman?  Will  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
pleaselo  give  us  his  name? 

Mr.  GRBY.  Certainly.  I  will' give  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Alabama  the  name  of  a  Mr.  Metcalf 
as  the' person  to  whom  I  allude.  And  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  whether  that  person  ia 
not  ont  of  those  contractors? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  db  not  know  wheth'er  he 
is  or  not.  I  herer  beard  of  him  as  being  one  of 
the  coiitrtictors. ' 

Mr.  GREY.  Do  you  say  he  ti  not.  one  of  the 
contractors  ? 

Mr.  HODSTON.  No,  I  do  not;  hi  may  he 
one  of  them. 

Mr.  GRBY.  And  does  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  know  whether  Mr.  MetAaTfis,  or  was  a 
"  special  confidential  ageht"brthe  Department?; 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  f  know  that  he  was  one  of 
those  special  agents. 

Mr.  GREY.    Is  he  at  preMhf  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  He  is  not  now  offe  of  the 
special  aeents  of  the  Department? 

Mr.  GREY.    Wos  he  last  winter? 

Mr.  HOUSTON;  He  was  an  agent  difring  the 
last  Administration;  but  I  understand  he' was  su- 
perseded before  the  contract  inqaestion  was  made, 

Mr.  GRBY.  Was  he  during  last  wibter  qq« 
ofthr  special  agents  6f  the  De^ment?        ' 
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Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  think  he  was  not.  I  know 
that  Mr.  Metcalf  was  a  special  agent  of  the  Post 
Oflice  Department  under  the  last  Administration. 
Bui  after  the  present  Administration  came  into 
power  he  fell. 

Mr.  GREY.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Phillips]  know  that  he  fell  before 
this  contract  was  entered  into.' 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  can- 
not undertake  to  give  a  positive  answer  to  that 
question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
Metcalf  was  removed  before  this  contract  was 
made,  or  before  it  was  even  talked  about. 
.  Mr.  GREY.  I  am  not  throwing  out  any  impu- 
tation on  the  motives  or  character  of  Mr.  Metcalf 
while  he  waa  special  confidential  agent  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  I  do  not  charge  that 
there  was  any  impropriety  in  his  becoming  inter- 
'  ested  in  the  contract,  or  that  he  had  no  legal  right 
to  buy  out  the  contract  if  he  thought  proper  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  that  could 
be,  and  had  for  years,  and  up  to  the  past  winter, 
been  carried  in  daily  coaches. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  a  question.  Will  he  permit 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  that  purpose.' 
Mr.  GREY.  Certainly. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  know  that  the  Post  Offii-e  Depart- 
ment had  been  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  double 
daily  service  between  Montgomery  and  Mobile 
for  months  before  ihey  accomplished  that  object.' 
Mr.  GREY.  No, Mr.  Speaker;  I  know  nothing 
about  that;  though  I  know,  as  doubtless  does  a 
hundred  other  members  on  this  floor,  that  when 
we  have  (during  this  session)  applied  at  the  Post 
Offir.e  Department  to  get  increased  or  a  change  of 
facilities,  the  answer  has  always  been  that  "  llie 
present  contracts  terminate  so  soon  we  cannot 
make  alterations  until  the  lettings  in  Aprtl." 

There  is  a  daily  line  of  boats  from  Montgom- 
ery to  Mobile  on  which  the  mails  could  be  sent. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Well,  then,  I  can  tell  the 
eentleman  from  Kentucky  that  the  Post  Office 
Department  had  been  endeavoring  to  obtain  this 
double  daily  service  upon  that  section  of  road  for 
months  before  they  ever  accomplished  it. 

Mr.  GREY.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Post- 
master General  was,  by  law,  obliged  to  advertise 
for  bids  for  that  service,  if  he  knew  so  long  before- 
,  hand  that  it  was  needed  But,  sir,  double  daily 
contract  was  made  without  the  authority  of  law, 
and  is  now  brought  before  Congress  to  get  them 
to  sanction  and  indorse  it;  and  1  will  do  justice  to 
those,  and  to  other  contractors,  by  refusing  to  do 
.  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  ask 
,  the  gentleman  another  question.    Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
I  order,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  yields 
V  the  floor. 

Mr.  GREY.     I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 
I      Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  wisb  to  know  if  the  gen- 
I  tleman   from   Kentucky    lakes  the  ground    that, 
*where  the  force  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  the  mail, 
tlie  Postmaster  General  has  no  power  to  enter  into 
a  contract  by  which  the  mail  may  be  carried  ?  ! 

Mr.  GREY.     When  a  mail  contractor  cannot  j 
,  carry  the  mail  which  he  is  bound  to  carry  by  the 
I  terms  of  his  contract,  the  local  postmasters  upon  1 
the    route    have   authority,  by   law,  to  make  a 
special  contract  to  have  the  mail  carried  until  the 
I  Postmaster  General  shall  readvertise  and  relet  the 
route. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     That  is  in  case  of  a  failure 
!  of  the  contractor.     But  in  cases  where  the  mail 
accumulates  so  that  it  cannot  be  carried  according 
,to  the  contract,  and  the  contractor  is  not  bound  to 
I  increase  the  service,   I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
I  takes  the  ground  that  the  Post  Office  Department 
has  no  right  to  make  a  contract  to  secure  the  per- 
Lformance  of  the  necessary  service.' 
j      Mr.  GREY.     I  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
abama, that  if  the  contractor  does  not  and  cannot 
carry  the  mail,  the  postmasters  are  authorized  to 
have  it  carried  on,  and  to  make  out  and  present 
their  accounts  for  doing  so  in  their  next  quarterly 
returns;  and  if  it  is  impossible  for  the  contractor 
to  carry  the  mails  as  he  has  rx)nlracted  to  do,  then 
it  is  obligalory  on  the  Postniaaler  General  to  re- 
adverliee  and  relet.    In  extreme  coses,  the  greatest 


latitude  allowed  bylaw  is  for  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  make  '*  temporary  contracis,"  to  exist 
uiitii  he  can  have  had  (i)ne  to  advertise  for  bids. 
That  is  the  Ittw. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
in  regard  to  the  matter  of  law. 

Mr.  GREY.  The  gentleman  will  pardon  me. 
I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  law,  or  in  the  justice 
which  urges  that  every  contractor  ought  to  be  put 
upon  the  same  footing,  and  that  all  shall  have  an 
equal  chance  at  the  regular  bidding  time.  I  am 
opposed  to  violating  the  general  law,  and  opposed 
to  giving  any  Postmaster  General  the  authority  to 
depart  from  it;  which  has  often  been  done,  I 
know,  with  great  and  crying  injustice. 

In  conclusion,  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  1  desire  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  but  a  few  moments  further  in 
reference  to  this  subject.  My  object  is  to  free  the 
mind  of  the  committee  from  the  impressions  which 
may  have  been  created  by  the  remarks  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  are  not 
in  order,  ns  the  previous  question  has  been  called. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  It  has  not  been  called.  The 
gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  previous  question  was  called 
for  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.GaET.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
the  gentleman  from  .\labama  [Mr.  Piiili.ips]  was 
recognized  by  the  Chair,  and  no  one  was  recog- 
nized who  demanded  the  previous  question.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gret]  moved  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GREY.  And  called  the  previous  question; 
but  1  withdraw  it  wiih  pleasure,  if  desired  by  my 
friend  from  Alabama. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  hear  the 
demand,  and  recognized  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  desire  to  relieve  the  House 
from  the  impressions  which  may  have  been  made 
by  the  remarks  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Gret]  in  reference  to  the  contractor  in  the 
case  under  consideration,  Mr.  Metcalf.  The 
gentleman  stated  to  ihe  House  that  Mr.  Metcalf 
held  some  official  relation  to  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, as  a  special  agent,  and  hence  that  a 
contract  made  by  the  Department  with  him,  who 
held  this  relation,  would  be  a  transaction  which 
would  justly  subject  him  to  suspicions,  and  justify 
the  animadversions  of  thegentleman  himself.  But 
so  far  from  that  being  the  case,  Mr.  Metcalf,  who 
had  been  a  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, was  removed  by  the  Department  before 
the  contract  was  entered  into. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  wish  to  remind  the  gentleman 
that  I  stated  in  my  remarks  that  I  did  not  charge 
fraud  upon  the  part  of  the  contractor  in  his  con- 
nection with  the  Government,  neither  legal  nor 
moral  wrong  to  Mr.  Metcalf  in  taking  this  contract.  | 
But  I  nsk  thegentleman  a  question.  I  ask  him, 
upon  the  start,  if  the  law  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment is  not  this,  that  when  the  contractor  i 
fails  to  perform  his  contract  to  carry  the  mail 
from  one  point  to  another  upon  his  route,  if  the  i 
contractor  does  not  bid  for  his  route,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  when  he  entered  upon  it  that  he 
should  carry  the  whole  mail .'  If  he  has  a  daily  | 
service  only  he  must  carry  the  whole  mail,  and 
if  he  does  not  the  postmasters  upon  the  route  are 
to  contract  with  others  to  carry  the  mail,  and  the 
amount  of  the  c«st  of  such  new  contract  is  to  be 
deducted  out  of  his  pay  from  the  Government. 
I  ask  thegentleman  if  he  does  know  that  the  Post- 
master General  has  no  right  to  add  an  additional 
allowance  to  a  contractor  for  carrying  an  extra 
quantity  of  mail?  That  matter  has  been  decided 
already  by  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  reply  to  my  colleague  upon 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
It  is  with  reference  to  the  power  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  contract  for  additional  service  that  I 
am  speaking. 

The  gentleman  will  recollect  that  when  bids  are 
made  for  carrying  the  mail  a  certain  service  is 
stipulated  for.  For  instance:  a  contract  may  be 
entered  into  for  carrying  the  mail  between  two 
given  points  twice  or  three  limes  a  week ;  but  thnt 
does  not  preclude  the  Postmaster  General,  upon 
petitions  being  presented,  showing  that  a  daily 


I  mail  is  required,  from  contracting  for  carrying  a 
daily  mail,  and  from  paying  an  additional  prorata 
I  allowance  for  it.  So  in  this  case  the  fact  that  the 
Postmaster  General  has  made  a  rx)ntract  for  carry- 
ing a  daily  mail  does  not  preclude  him,  if  he  be- 
comes satisfied  that  the  wants  of  the  service  require 
it,  from  contracting  further  for  carrying  the  mail 
twice  a  day,  and  paying  an  additional  pro  rata 
compensation  therefor.  He  rjinnot,  however, 
pay  higher  than  a  pro  rata  compensation  in  addi- 
tion. 

Mr.  GREY.  With  the  consent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  I  desire  to  make  a  statement, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  This  question 
has  already  been  decided  by  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. Some  years  ago  a  contract  was  made 
with  Mr.  Erfiatham  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Louisville  to  St.  Louis  daily;  at  the  same  time  a. 
contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Campbell  and  oihers, 
to  carry  the  great  eastern  mail  crossing  at  Wheel- 
ing, on  by  Columbus,  Dayton,  Terra  Haute,  &c., 
to  St.  Louis.  Campbell,  though,  carried  over  his 
route  only  a  horse-back  mail,  and  sent  the  great 
eastern  mail  by  Cincinnati, and  by  the  Ohio  river, 
toLouisville,  where  it  was  thrown  on  toEaatham'a 
route  from  Louisville  to  8t.  Louis. 

The  agent  of  the  Departnftnt  (sent  out  to  in- 
vestigate the  grievances  Eastham  complained  of) 
testihed  to  the  Postmaster  General,  th(tt  the  mail 
thrown  on  Eastham's  route,  which  was  to  have 
gone  by  way  of  Campbell's  route,  gave  to  East- 
ham  from  three  to  four  times  the  amount  of  mail 
he,  Eastham,  had  contracted  to  carry.  Eastham, 
proved,  that  in  consequence  of  that  mail  iUegaUy 
thrown  on  him  he  had  lost  one  hundred  horses, 
and  lost  largely  by  its  breaking  down  his  coaches; 
yet  in  that  case,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  [Mr.  Olds] 
knows  the  Postmaster  General  refused  to  make  an 
extra  allowance  to  Eastham,  but  referred  him  to 
Congress  "for  mercy." 

Mr.  OLDS.  Certainly;  but  that  does  not  atTect 
the  position  I  have  taken.  I  stated  a  moment  ago 
that  this  obligation  was  for  increased  pay  for  car- 
rying the  mail  under  a  contract  which  had  been 
extended  to  provide  for  increased  service. 

Mr.  GREY.  Did  not  the  gentleman  state,  that 
the  increased  service  was  putting  on  an  additional 
stage  upon  the  line.'  Eastham  complained  and 
remonstrated,  and  proved  he  had  been  obliged  to 
employ  increased  coaches  and  horses  to  carry  the 
extra  mail. 

Mr.  OLDS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  GREY.  Then  how  does  theincreased  ser- 
vice differ  from  that  in  thecase  I  have  just  slated? 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  difl'erence  is  this:  In  this  case 
the  increase  was  for  service  which  was  not  stipu- 
lated fur  in  the  original  contract  made  with  the 
Postmaster  General.  The  original  contract  pro- 
vided for  a  daily  mail,  but  it  was  found  that  the 
service  requiretl  that  the  mail  should  be  carried 
twice  a  day.  This  I  hold  to  he  a  kind  of  additional 
service,  which  the  Postmaster  General  may  outhor- 
rize,  and  make  an  additional  pro  rata  allowance 
therefor. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  ex- 
tend this  debate,  for  the  House  nave  already  had 
enough  of  it  .to  satisfy  them  of  the  propriety  of 
the  resolution.  My  object  in  rising  was  to  correct 
a  sort  of  imputation  'which  seems  to  have  been 
cast  upon  the  Postmaster  General.  There  is  no 
sort  of  connection,  political  or  official,  between  him 
and  Mr.  Metcalf.  So  far  from  his  being  an  a^ent 
or  favorite  with  the  present  Postmaster  General, 
he  was  one  of  those  who  was  removed  by  him 
from  all  official  relations  with  that  Department.  ' 
There  is,  therefore,  no  favoritism  to  bebroughtto 
bear  on  the  subject.  Gentlemen  understand  that, 
and  I  hope  that  all  said  about  Mr.  Metcalf  being 
an  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department  will  go 
without  effect  on  the  existing  proposition. 

Mr.  GREY.  With  the  gentleman's  permission, 
1  will  remind  him  that  I  did  not  charge  fraud 
against  the  contractors,  though  the  contract  was 
illegally  made,  else  Congress  would  not  be  called 
on  to  ratify  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Then  I  do  not  see  what  waa 
the  necessity  of  stating  to  the  House  that  Mr. 
Metcalf  was  an  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. 

But  there  is  another  matter,  and  it  is  this:  On 
the  great  mail  rouie  going  from  the  northeast  to 
the  southwest,  from  Maine  to  the  city  of  Monl- 
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gomary ,  there  is  a  eoDnecttng  Uae  of  rsilroad,  with 
the  exception  of  eome  ten  or  twelve  imles;  howr 
ever,  I  believe  that  it  now  completed. 

There  is  •  great  line  of  milroods  ranning  from  the 
extreme  noriheeuit  section  of  the  country  on  to- 
wards New  Orleans,  terminating  at  the  city  of 
MootKomery.  From  the  city  of  Montgomery  to 
Mobile  is  the  only  line  which  is  not  traversed 
either  by  railroad  or  steamboat.  At  Mobile  the 
line  is  continued  by  steamboat,  so  that  here  is 
the  only  gap  where  staging  is  used  from  your  ex- 
treme northeast  to  your  extreme  southwest;  and 
this  is  the  great  mail  line  between  those  sections. 
Now,  the  gentleman  asks,  what  is  the  necessity 
of  double  service? 

Mr.  QREY.  I  only  askecKthe  question;  bat 
did  not  slate |K>sitively  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  double  daily  service.  I  made  it  a  point  that, 
if  that  serviceteo  given,  it,  like aO  other  eoatnusts, 
should  be  free  andopen  to  bids  fh>m  all  the  world. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Precisely.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion  of  opinion  between  the  gentleman  and  myself, 
which  I  do  not  propose  (p  answer.  I  have  shown 
why  it  is  that  a  double  service  is  preferred.  Now, 
when  we  come  to  the  point  which  the  gentleman 
has  now  made  as  to  how  that  service  should  be 
contracted  for,  the  gentleman  may  maintain  his 
own  opinion. 

Mr.'OREV.  I  maintain  the  exeeation  of  the 
laws  as  made  and  provided  for  such  eases. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Bat  I  say  that  here  is  a  con- 
tract made  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  a  double 
line  at  two  thirds  of  the  price  which  he  contractnl 
to  pay  tot  a  single  tine.  These  gentlemen  are 
efficient  contractors.  Thsy  were  induced  by  the 
represen  lotions  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  to  take 
the  contract  for  the  unexpired  term  of  six  or  «ght 
months  at  the  reduced  rate  of  compeDsation.  The 
Postmaster  Qeneral  agreed  with  them  that,  if  that 
contract  were  properly  fulfilled,  he  would  urge  on 
Congress  to  give  them  on  extension  of  it;  and 
stipulating  furiher,  that  if  Congress  did  not  llee  fit 
to  lake  his  recommendation,  then,  with  a  view  of 
making  u^  something  as  compensation  for  dama- 
ges sustamed,  that  the  contract,  instead  of  being 
rated  at  j|S4,0M,  should  be  rated  at  $36,000.  They 
will  get  the  latter  amount,  if  Congress  does  not 
choose  to  extend  the  contract,  as  agreed  by  the 
Postmaster  General.  i 

If  we  have  any  rdiuice  on  the  judgment  and 
discretion  of  th^ostm^^r  Genenl  in  a  matter 
of  this  sort,  when  the  contract  is  mode  at  two 
thirds  of  the  price  for  which  the  original  contract 
was  soade,  wnen  we  are  satisfied  with  the  neees- 
■iiy  of  the  transaction:  I  say,  that  if  we  have  the 
■lightest  confidence  in  the  man  who  stands  at  the 
head  of  this  Bureau,  the  House  would  not,  qnder 
the  cireumslances,  refuse  to  concur  in  his  recom- 
mendation.   I  call  for  the  previoiu  question. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  1  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  to  withdraw-  his  call  for 
the  previous  question,  as  my  colleague  desires  to 
submit  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject? 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  withdrew  the  call  for  the 
previous  question,  so  that  the  gentleman  may  be 
neard. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  _  I  desire,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  this 
contract,  and  I  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  opposing 
the  motion  which  has  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Pbillip*.] 

It  seems  that  he  bases  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ment upon  the  fact  that  the  present  mail  semes 
between  Mobile  and  Montgomery  is  a  most  ad- 
mirable one,  and  that  if  the  service  is  let  but  by 
contract,  OS  sll  the  other  mail  lines  in  the  United 
States  are  let  out,  we  shall  have  either  no  mail,  or 
•  very  inefficient  service,  on  that  route. 

It  is  a  matter  notorious  to  the  gentleman,  as 
it  is  to  the  whole  countiy,  that  the  moil  service 
on  the  southern  routes  is  at  this  time,  and  has 
been  all  winter,  and,  I  may  say,  for  all  time,  any- 
thing else  than  a  perfect  service.  I  think  that 
we  could  not  possibly  be  injured  by  letting  out 
this  contract  according  to  law. 

We  are  told  that  Uiere  is  a  double  service  on 
the  Montgomery  and  Mobile  line.  Why?  Be- 
cause a  single  trip  per  day  is  not  sufficient.  Sup- 
pose a  double  line  should  prove  insufficient,  jrou 
are  bound  by  your  contract  to  a  double  service, 
«md  you  will  not  be  able  to  increase  it  to  a  triple 
one,  except  by  paying  $24,000  or  f30,000  more. 

Sir,  I  understand — I  may  be  mistaken  in  re- 
gard to  the  law,  but  it  has  been  dinned  into  my 


ears  time  and  again  by  the  Post  Office  Oepart- 
raent — that  they  have  but  three  ways  of  letiiog 
contracts.  One  is  an  agreement  by  which  the 
parties  undertake  to  carry  the  mails  with  cer- 
tainty and  celerity;  there  is  one  for  horse-back 
service,  by  which  the  parties  agree  to  carry  the 
mails  on  horse-back;  and  the  third  is  for  carrying 
the  mails  by  coaches.  The  mail  service  is  different; 
but  all  the  contracts  are  for  canjing  the  mails — 
not  a  portion  of  the  mails;  and  if  one  coach  a  day 
is  not  sufficient,  if  I  understand  the  law  correctly, 
two  coaches  must  be  put  upon  the  line. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Olds,]  that  if  it  is  found  neceesary  that  the  mails 
shall  be  carried  twice  a  day,  when  the  contract  is 
to  carry  it  only  once  a  day,  in  that  event  it  would 
be  pertectly  proper  and  advisable  to  give  addi- 
tional compensation  for  the  extra  service.  All 
these  contracts  are  let  to  parties — to  do  what? 
To  carry  the  moil;  not  to  carry  it  twice  a  day,  but 
once  a  day,  or  tri-weekly,  or 'weekly,  undw  the 
contract. 

I  should  like  this  matter  to  be  investigated  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
I  want  to  know  whether  the  Postmaster  Qeneral 
has  not  violated  the  law  by  giving  f24,000  addi- 
tional to  these  puties  for  carrying  ths  mail  once 
a  day  ?  I  am  opposed  to  this  thing.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  should  lose  anything  by  letting  out  this 
contract,  and  allowing  all  the  world  to  compete  for 
the  service.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  refer 
this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offics  and 
Post  Roads;  and  on  that  motion  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  being  on  referring  the  joint 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads, 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIB  doDoandcd  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wen  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

DIPPICVLTT  BtTTLEO. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  explanation  in  relation  to  a 
personal  mattsr  which  transpired  upon  this  floor. 
it  is  yet  in  ths  memory  of  the  House,  that  the 
debate  which  recently  occurred  between  Mr.  Ctrr- 
TiNo,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Brkckinridoc,  of 
Kentucky,  was  marked  by  personalities.  The 
character  of  that  debate  led  to  its  discussion  out- 
side of  the  walls  of  this  House.  So  far  as  Mr. 
CoTTiNo  was  concerned,  he  referred  the  mattera 
in  controveray  to  his  Mend,  Colonel  Monroe,  of 
New  York,  and  General  Shields,  a  Senator  from 
Illinois.  So  far  as  Mr.  Brcckinridoe  was  con- 
cerned, he  referred  the  matters  in  controveray  to 
his  friend,  Colonel  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  and 
myself.  I  am  authorized  by  these  gentlemen,  sir, 
to  state  that  the  mattera  in  dispute  have  been  set- 
tled in  a  manner  which  is  mutually  satisfactory, 
and  which  is  conceived  alike  honorable  to  both 
the  eentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  the  debate. 

I  have  also  another  duty  to  discharge  on  behalf 
of  these  gentlemen,  and  as  they  transgressed  in 
that  debate  the  rules  of  order  established  for  the 
government  of  this  House,  to  express  their  mutual 
regret  that  this  should  have  occurred,  and  to  ask 
its  indulgence  as  a  body  for  a  violation  of  its  rules. 
It  is  a  souree  of  gratification  to  us  that  thecontro- 
versy  between  these  gentlemen,  who  give  strone 
promise  of  fiiture  usefulness  to  their  country,  and 
who  are  already  admired  by  a  large  circle  of  ac- 

?uaintance,  has  been  adjusted  in  a  manner  which 
am  convinced  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  all 
their  friends.  I  thank  the  House  for  their  indul- 
gence. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Qusman 
was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  fint 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Qovemoro£ Oregon  sub- 
mitting a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditure 
of  money  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  that  Territory;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  following 
reeolution: 

JUtoltei,  Tbat  Ibe  ez-Ooreniora  of  the  Slates  of  this 
Union  be  admitted  wiUiin  Uie  HsIl  of  Uiia  Honae. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  changes  the  rules,  and  most  go 
over. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  goes  ovsr,  unless  unani- 
mous consent  be  given  for  its  introduction. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  die 
resolution  goes  over. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ths  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  firom  Vii^ 
ginia  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment  to 
enable  me  to  offer  a  resolution  asking  for  informa- 
tion, and  to  which  no  objection  will  oe  mode. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  always  dislike  to  refuse  any 
courtesy  to  genUemen,  but  othen  may  stand  in 
ths  same  situation;  and  I  prefer  therefore  not  to 
withdraw  my  motion. 

The  quesQon  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bococx's 
motion;  and  it  was  dscided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  ami  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  ths  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Havin  in  the  chair, 
(Mr.  Hamiltom,  the  former  chairman,  not  beillg 
in  th*  HaU.) 

RATAL  APPROPBIATIOn  BItX. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  before  ths 
committee  is  the  special  order  of  the  House  on 
the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  53.  The 
question  before  the  committee  is  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentieman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Clinoman.] 

Several  Meubkri.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  Clerk  reported  the  amendment, as  follows: 

At  tbe  end  of  tbe  firat  aecUon  add  Um  fbUowing  worda : 
Provided,  Hial  in  the  mean  time,  to  enable  tbe  Secretary 
of  Uie  Navy  to  fit  up  ibr  uae  vessela  already  built,  and  to 
obtain  el&cient  aesmen,  at  whatever  rate  ot  wages  be  may 
And  it  necoaaary  to  pay,  he  ia  auttaorized  to  uae  ancb  por- 
Uun  of  ttae  appropriation  made  in  tliia  bill  aa  may  be  necee- 
asiy.  / 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  do  not  recoUect  whether 
there  was  any  opposition  made  yeaterday  to  this 
amendment.    Is  debate  upon  it  in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  debate  was  exhausted 
on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  an  amendment  to 
that  amendment: 

Pnvidad,  Tlw  aun  to  be  employed  (tor  aai^li  porpoae 
aball  not  exceed  $1 ,000,000. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  I  would  make  that  limit- 
ation in  regard  to  the  expenditure  for  the  purposes 
designated  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman 
from  North  Carolina,  I  would  at  the  same  time 
reconuaeod  that  a  portion  of  that  fund — as  we 
cannot  immediately  procure  an. titer  appropria- 
tion for  it — be  used  for  the  completion  or  vessels 
that  ore  now  in  our  ysrds  and  docks,  for  the  sei^  i 
vice  of  the  country.'  It  is  with  ships,  sir,  as  it  is 
with  houses,  if  they  db  not  have  teniunis  and  em- 
ployment, they  go  to  ruin.  They  an  much  worse 
when  imtsnantsd  than  if  they  were  employed; 
and  it  is  quite  unnecessai^  for  us  to  be  expend- 
ing large  sums  of  money  m  this  way  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  Navy,  when  we  refuse  to  expend 
small  sums  for  the  completion  of  those  vessels  that 
have  been  already  commenced,  or  for  the  repair  of 
those  tliat  are  lying  in  our  docks,  and  which  could 
be  rendered  useful  and  efficient  by  the  expenditure 
of  small  sums.  How  many  vessels  of  this  kind 
there  are  in  our  ports  and  docks  I  eannot  say.  I 
am  aware  there  are  some,  and  that  our  docks  are 
encumbered  with  them,  while  these  vessels  should 
be  on  service  abroad,  and  leave  more  space  for 
those  frames  that  we  are  now  preparing  to  put  up. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  while  the  House,  cheer- 
fully I  am  sure  it  will  be,  will  pass  this  bill  for 
the  construction  of  six  ships,  it  will  be  equally 
willine  to  prepare  those  which  we  have  already 
partially  constructed,  and  repair  those  which  we 
now  have  lying  in  the  docks,  for  the  service  which 
the  country  demands  of  them.  If  there  be  any 
use  for  a  Navy,  any  use  for  ships,  I  hope  the 
House  will  agree  to  this  proposition,  that  we  may 
be  always  prepared  for  any  emergency.  It  ap- 
peare  to  me  that  we  can  see  in  advance  an  emer- 
gency which  requires  theso  vsssels.    I  need  not 
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say  to  this  House  what  is  undtrslood  by  the 
wliole  cuuiitry,  that  ull  euiergencies  are  lesHened 
by  previous  preparation.  Ilia  more  than  prob- 
able that  if  we  show  ourselves  prepared  for  any 
exigency  which  may  happen,  we  may  be  spared  a 
large  expenditure  of  treasure  and  blood  by  this 
sninll  expenditure. 

It  is  best  focus,  therefore,  to  be  prepared  for  any 
evil,  and  any  events  which  may  occur.  Though 
1  see  no  very  great  cloud,  yet  we  all  know  that 
in  the  horizon,  a  cioiul  no  larger  than  a  man's 
hand  may  soon  expand  into  the  means  of  terrible 
storm;  and  it  is  best  to  be  pre()ared  for  such  an 
event,  lest  we  be  caught  in  the  tempest. 

I  trust,  therefore,  the  House  will  not  find  it  un- 
reasonable to  adopt  this  proposition. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  shall  oppose  theamend- 
ment  of  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Chandler,]  in  order  to  enable  me  to  say  a  word 
or  two  by  way  of  explanation. 

If  this  proposition  which  I  have  offered  be 
adopted,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  find 
it  necessary  to  use  some  portion  of  this  three 
railiioo  fund  within  the  next  three  or  four  months, 
it  will  be  very  easy  to  supply  the  deficiency  in 
the  regular  naval  bill,  when  it  comes  up.  It  is 
very  certain  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  three 
miUiofls  of  dollars  will  not  be  needed  within  the 
next  six  months,  for  the  construction  of  these  six 
steamers. 

It  is  further  very  questionable  whether  these 
steamers  can  be  built  under  eighteen  months  or 
two  years.  W«  have,  however,  several  ships  now 
lying  in  our  various  ports,  which  can  be  fitted  out 
ready  for  sea  in  a  very  few  weeks,  perhaps  in  a 
few  days.  If  there  is  to  be  a  general  war  in  Eu- 
rope, it  may  turn  out  that  one  or  the  other  of  these 
belligerents  may  pursue  such  a  course  as  to  render 
it  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  greater  naval 
force  upon  the  ocean  than  we  now  have. 

J  was  about  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  another  fact  in  support  of  the  proposition 
which  I  have  submitted.  I  refer  to  an  article 
which  I  have  recently  seen,  published  in  one  of 
the  English  newspapers,  in  which  it  was  statsd, 
in  reference  to  the  attempt  of  this  Government  to 
get  vessels  to  send  to  the  relief  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco, that  the  United  State  had  no  Navy. 

I  also  saw,  not  long  since,  in  a  Spanish  paper, 
published  at  Madrid,  an  article  showing  the  com- 
parative strength  of  the  American  and  Spanish 
Navies,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  it  appeared 
that  Spain  had  a  much  larger  Navy  than  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
us. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman upon  my  right  [Mr.  Chandler]  that  by 
making  a  small  show  of  naval  force,  we  should  be 
likely  to  escape  great  difficulty;  hence  I  wish  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a 
small  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose.  My  friend 
over  the  way,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
BococK,]  staled  yesterday  that  the  reason  why  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  could  not  now  use  these 
ships,  was,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  not  give  him  the  money.  My 
amendment  will  obviate  that  difficulty ,  and  enable 
him  to  use  a  small  portion  of  this  fund  for  the  re- 
pair of  these  vessels,  if  ho  shall  deem  it  necessary. 
As  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  do  not  care  whether  it  be  adopted 
or  not.     I  shall  vote  for  it,  however. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Chandler  to  the  amendment,  it 
was  put;  and  theamendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Clinguan,]  by  adding: 
Provided,  That  no  more  Ulan  one  dollar  thall  be  «o  used. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  proposition  appropri- 
ating money  for  the  building  of  ships,  and  any 
question  in  reference  to  the  appropriation  of  money 
for  the  payment  of  wages  to  seamen  belongs  to  a 
difTereni  subject,  and  should  be  put  in  a  different 
bill.  When  the  proposition  was  made  for  build- 
ing these  ships,  the  question  was  raised  before  our 
committee,  and  before  the  Department,  as  to  what 
amount  of  money  was  necessary  for  their  con- 
Rlruclion. 

Estimates  were  made,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
nboul  Jfi.OOO.OOO  would  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
I  oee  of  constructing  six  first-claas  frigates.  It 
v^afl^al«p.  agreed  thail.  about  two  years  would  b«. 


necessary  to  complete  them ;  we  therefore  thought 
that  f3,(HM),000  could  beproperly  expended  during 
the  present  year,  and  we  accordingly  placed  that 
amount  in  the  bill. 

Now,  sir,  i  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  allowed  to 
stand  upon  its  own  merits.  I  want  the  appropri- 
ations which  we  propose  to  make  for  the  purpose 
of  building  ships  to  be  applied  exclusively  for 
that  purpose.  If  you  apply  a  portion  of  the  ap- 
propriation to  the  payment  of  seamen,  in  a  short 
tiraa  you  will  have  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
coming  here  and  asking  us  to  supply  the  deficiency 
which  will  thus  be  created.  Gentlemen  will  then 
ask  us  why  we  did  not  make  the  appropriation 
large  enough  to  build  the  ships.) 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  ask  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  discussing 
his  amendment? 

Several  Members.  You  are  only  wasting  time 
by  raising  questions  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  may  be  that  it  is  only 
wasting  time;  but  I  nevertheless  nuike  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  and  a«k  the  Chair  to  decide  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  does  not  think 
the  gentleman  was  proceeding  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     A  gentleman  near  me  asks  if 
the  estimate  of  8(i,000,t)00  is  not  larger  than  that 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  con- 
struction  of  these  ships.'     The  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  was  for  $5,000,000;  but  he  also  sent  in 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  finishing  and  fitting  out 
certain   other  vessels;  and,  na  it  will  be  seen  by  | 
the  second  section  of  this  bill,  we  have  made  pro-  I 
vision  for  finishing  and  filling  out  the  sail  frigates  I 
Sobine  and  Santee,  now  on  the  stocks,  the  ex- 
pense of  which  is  to  be  included  in  this  appropri- 
ation. 

But,  sir,  I  was  about  to  say,  when  interrupted  ! 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  that  this  mniier 
of  paying  seamen  is  not  one  requiring  further  legis- 
lation. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  now  has  ample 
power  over  the  subject.  All  that  is  needed  is  an  i 
appropriation,  and  the  proper  place  for  that  is  in  the 
naval  appropriation  bill,  which  I  hope  will  come 
up  before  the  committee  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks.  Let  gentlemen  contest  this  question  upon 
that  bill,  and  not  attempt  to  ingrafl  upon  a  bill 
for  the  construction  and  finishing  of  vessels  a  pro- 
vision in  relation  to  the  payment  of  seamen's 
wages. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BOCOCK  then,  by  unanimous  cooseot, 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  wish  to  put  this  bill  in  a  condi- 
tion in  which  lean  voteforit,  1  believelheamend- 
ment  I  have  to  offer  is  a  proper  one,  and  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  accept  it,  and 
thus  save  the  time  of  the  committee.  I  offer  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill: 

PronuUd  further.  That  >nid  pro|>ellera  stasll  l>e  manneil 
by  neaiiirn  now  employed  in  the  naval  service ;  and  should 
said  eqiiippiiie  or  nmiiniiig  disinaii  vesueN  now  in  use,  said 
vcsRcJs  ,i|iall  bp  dinpoved  of  by  the  Ht-cretary  of  the  Navy 
upon  ftucb  tetm«  as  in  hiR  Jiii'Ikiimmii  may  tn^  be,«t,  and  Ihe 
pro<*eed*  Iheieof  b«  drpo^ited  in  llie  Treasury  of  lln;  United 
tStatt's.  Bubjet-I  to  audi  laws  and  regulatioiu  as  may  be  uow 
in  force  in  other  cases  of  deposits. 

Perhaps  the  object  of  that  amendment  may  not 
strike  others  as  favorably  as  it  does  me.  But  if 
weare  to  construct  new  vessels,  it  is  important  that 
we  should  construct  such  as  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed by  the  Government.  I  believe  the  six 
sieamers  proposed  to  be  constructed  ure  such. 

I  have  been  in  favor  of  the  provisions  of  thebill 
in  reference  to  the  building  of  vessels  for  st-verttl 
years  past.    I  am  of  opinion  that  many  of  our  ves- 
sels are  entirely  worthless.   My  aniendment  is  that 
we  shall  abandon  the  old  hulks  which  have  been  1 
floating  about  on  the  sea,  much  to  the  detriment  of  i 
the  individuals  on  board,  as  well  aa  to  our  national  , 
enterprise  on  the  ocean.     It  provides  that  we  shall  i 
take  the  men  from  those  useless  vessels  which  have  1 
been  floating — not  floating  very  much,  for  I  under- 
stand that  the  chains  of  most  of  iheir  anchors  have 
been  rusting  from  inactivity — and  put  them  aboard 
ofthese  six  steamers.  By  thus  doing,  snd  enabling 
the  steamers  to  have  active  service,  we  contribute 
much  to  humanity;  for  the  health  of  the  men  will 
be  much  improved  by  such  a  change.     Put  them 
on  good  vessels,  and  employ  ihem  actively,  and 
they  will  have  g.iod  health,  and  be  useful  in  any 
emergency.     That  is  the  object  I  have  in  view. 
I  will  not  argue  a  question  which  is  so  apparently 
right. 
A  Member.    Mr.  Chairman 


JWarchai, 

Mr.  COBB.  '  am  not  through.  I  am  like  the 
{  Mississippi  cap's)//;/  have  a  stoppage  in  my  ideas, 
I  and  have  to  wait  beforegoingon.  [Laughter.]  I 
think  the  amendment  so  obviously  right  that  no 
gentleman  should  object  to  it.  I  am  satisfied  that 
if  the  proposition  were  made,  disconnected  from 
the  present  bill,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  would  yield  it  his  sanction.  He 
is  opposed  to  it,  fearing  that  it  will  embarrass  his 
measure.  1  want  to  vole  for  his  bill;  but  1  would 
much  rather  vote  for  it  with  the  amendment  I  have 
suggested  than  without  it. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  for  the  reason  that  I  consider 
it  entirely  impracticable.  My  opinion  is  to  sonne 
extent  based  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  which  happens  to  be  before  me  by  acci<( 
dent.     The  report  says  that — 

"Thfl  Ainffiean  Navy  c»nr<isli  of  about  seventy  vrss4>l%l 
embracing  all,  from    Itie  Khips-of-ibu  line  to  Hie  sinallivt  ] 
brig,  sctliNtner,  and  stnre-silip.      Of  these,  many  ships  i,f-j 
the- line,  frifinleii,  sieamers,  and  sloops  of  wat,  arc  imtohlyj 
unfit  for  service,  bm  I  am  advi!<ed  by  Ihe   Bureau  of  C.in- 
slruction,  Rqiiipmenl,  and  Itepair,  are  not  worib  repniritig.' 
There  are  not  now  in  the  Navy  forty  vcwsela  wbieh  CT>aid~ 
be  broushl  Into  service  in  ninety  days,  if  needed.     Th«'f« 
is  no  steamer  in  the  Pacific  or  Alrican  squadruit.  but  oiieJ 
of  two  guns  In  Ihe  Brazilian  squadron,  and   »ve  have  noj 
steamer  of  mole  than  ten  guns.     The  law  only  nutlioriKeal 
the  enlialmciilof  serrn  thousand  Svehunilred  men,  which, 
with  an  alluwaiiL-e  of  a  proper  coiapleoient  tor  encli  v*- 
sel,  would  not  man  a  fleet  of  fifiy  vessWs,  with  a  fair  pro- 
porliiin  of  laree  slilps.     On  referring  to  aulbriilx'   i.ap.  rs, 
it  will  be  found  ihal,  in  ;x,tnl  of  tire  at  least,  fi'  -< 

much  less  tlian  one  Huh  f>f  ihiil  of  several  of 
I'owiTs  of  Europe,  and,  whatever  may  be  ils  r<  l  . 
norily  and  elficiency,  is  not  larger  ihan  Uiat  of  cerwui  4,uier 
Powers  of  Europe  which  are  not  of  the  first  rauk  in  ttie 
scale  of  nations.'* 

I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment,  Mf.  Chair- 
man, because  there  are  no  vessels  which  could  be 
sold,  not  having  enough  for  the  wants  of  the  ser- 
vice; and  further,  for  the  reason  that,  as  there  are 
none  of  them  good  for  anything  which  can  be 
spared,  surely  nobody  will  be  foolhardy  enough 
'  to  enter  into  a  bad  speculation  by  buyins  a  rotten 
and  worn-out  ship  or  other  vessel-of-war. 
I  In  the  next  place,  I  am  opposed  to  it  because  it 
embarrasses  this  bill.  While  I  desire  the  in 
crease  of  the  Navy  as  much  as  any  genllemnn, 
while  I  do  not  believe  the  force  we  have  at  pres- 
ent is  sufficiently  large,  still  I  deem  it  myTluiy, 
having  consented  to  "the  recomnyiidalion  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aff)S-8,  to  oppose  all  amend- 
ments by  reasonable  argument  which  may  im- 
Feril  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
ardently  desire  it  may,  as  I  believe  it  will,  be- 
come a  law. 

Could  I  have  my  wishes  gratified  by  this  Houoe, 
and  had  it  met  the  approbation  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affitirs,  the  bill  would  have  provid«l 
for  building  twelve  first-class  steam -frigates  in- 
stead of  the  number  now  recommended  to  be 
built.  The  protection  of  our  commerce,  in  iny 
I  judgment,  requires  that  such  an  addition  should 
j  be  made  to  our  naval  forces. 

I  Several  of  the  propositions  which  have  been 
made  during  this  debate  may  be  referred  to  as 
fully  as  the  time  allotted  to  me  will  petmiu  I  do 
not  favor  certain  words  in  the  bill.  1  consented  to 
Ihe  addition,  but  I  acknowledge  that  I  was  willing 
to  leave  the  building  of  these  ships  entirely  in  the 
handsof  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  have  great 
confidence  in  his  judgment.  I  refer  to  the  words  "to 
be  built  by  contract,  or  in  the  Government  navy- 
yards,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  think 
most  advisable  forthe  public  interest."  I  am  op- 
posed entirely  to  the  contract  system  for  any  of 
the  supplies  needed  by  the  Government;  and  I 
have  said  so  more  than  once  upon  this  floor.  The 
experience  of  the  past,  Mr.  Ctiairmsn,  fully  jus- 
tifies me  in  doing  so.  In  nothing  are  we  more 
forcibly  impressed  with  the  bad  results  of  the  con- 
tract system  than  in  the  building  of  ships,  or  ves- 
sels-of-war. 

There  are  certain  porlionsof  theframeof  a  ship 
which  cannot  be  replaced,  except  at  very  great 
expense;  indeed,  all  repairs  of  the  frame  are  very- 
costly.  It  is  therefore  quite  as  essential  to  use 
good  materials  for  this  fundamental  part  of  the 
structure  as  it  is  to  use  good  materials  in  the  foun- 
dation of  a  house. 

All  the  experiments  made  in  building  ships  o 
cheap  materials,  and  by  contract,  have  failed, 
the  statement  I  am  about  to  make  must  convince 
the  most  skeptical. 
The  frigate  Guerriere,  bnilt  at  Philadelphia,  o 
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vhite-oak,  wat  broke^^  up,  h  uawprtb;  of  re- 
pairs,' ari^r  performiMg  two  shprt  crula^a,  The 
frigate  Java,  built  at  Baltimore,  by  contract,  made 
buloi^« short cruiseto  the  Mediterranean, and  was 
fbupd  to  be' so  weak  that  she  was  recalled.  She 
afterwarfis  receive^  very  extensive  repair;,  an(t 
made  another  cruise  to  the  san^e  station.  On  her 
return  she  was  condfmne<i  a^,  utterly  uawrorlhy  of 
furiher  repairs. 

The  frigate  (iudson  was  built  at  N««r  'York  for 
the  Greek  Government,  by  contract,  afidof  white- 
oak.  She  was  purchased  into  our  Navy,  ana 
in»(te  b,ut  one  short  cruise,  whei*  she  was  found 
to  he  contpletely  decayed,  and  was  condemned. 

The  brig  Lawrence  was  bUilt,  by  contract,  for 
tbe  N^ivy,  at  Baltimore,  at  a  cost  of  $45,000. 
She  was  fotind  to  be  so  ai(ll  a  sailer,  and  drew  so 
much  water,  that  she  was  unfit  for  a  ussel-of-war. 
At  lli^e  expiration  of  her  first  and  on^  crii^,  she 
'Was  found  to  be  completely  decayed,  and  wa«. 
eondemned. 

The  brig  Peiry,  about  eighty  tons  sinalter  than 
the  Lawrence,  was  buill  abou,t  the  satAe  time,  it 
the  navy-yard  at,  Norfolk,  at  a  cost  of  $39,000., 
and  is  now  attached  to  the  AM«an  squadron,  apd 
likely.  t9  be  a.|^9>od  ve^«;l  for  years  to  come. 

rfif  A|l«ghiwy.  irpflt  stif«ner- was  built  at  Pi^t»^ 
burg,  and  proved-  so  weak  that  several  of  her  tim- 
bers were  broken  upon  hf  r  first  cruise.  Her  first 
cruise  proved  her  a  failure,  so  far  ai#tlie  mode  of 
propulsion  was  concerned,  and  new  engines  were 
jMl  into  her  at  a  very  heavy  expense,  she  again 
Ailed ,  and  entitety  in  consequence  of  the  weokbien 
of  the  hulk 

During  the  last  war  a  private  ship-builder  v*s 
ernpfo'yeq  t9  pul  i\p  the  franie'of  the  'Wa^hi^^toix 
1^  Portsinouth,  INcw  Ha^pehire,  and  n«  spoiled 
one  eotir*  frame.  This  builder  was  very  wiilfvl 
in  the  construction  of  merchant  sbms,  but  frankly 
«'ck,npvifleds?d  H»at  h)^  ijrij)*,  pjy  ojf  Uf  'deptl]i  in 
atlemptrng  a  Mi;)-<i/'-te<ir, 

Th^  advocates  for  buildine  shipsby  privat^e  con- 
tract can'npt  name  it,  8tn|le  'sp{p-Sf-war  which  h^ 
bWin  credi^ble  io  the  prfvale  builder. ' 

The  steamer  Kan^scnatka,  bujjtfor  the  Rujisian 
Government,  was  pi-onounced  a  disgrace  to  Aini^rT 
ican  inec'hanics^'  ■     '•        "     '      '     '■ 

'The>teamer  tTnited  States,  whjch  vras  sold  to 
the  Germail  (Spvernment,  #as  fouiid.  tb'be  iiiifit 
fbr  a  vess'el-of-war;  aiid  the  small  steam er^  bijilt 
for  the 'Mexican  Navy,  btit  purchased  upon  bq 
•inergen9y  into  our  own,  were  utter  failure^, 

'Our  nayy-yords  arf  provided  with  a, very  large 
stock  ofltve-oak^amoiinting  to  several  millions 
of  cubic  feet,  which  is  of  tb^  very  best  descrip- 
tipn,  altogether  beyond  the  reach  bf  private  biiiiq- 
crs^  also  scantling  of  the  very  best  description, 
as  well  as  all  this  materials  for  building  ships, 
calculated  to  fast  half  a  centiyry.  They  are  alsp 
provided  with  ship-houses,  erected  over  building 
ships  for  the  convenience  of  w;orktnen,  and,  the 

f>'reservatipn  of  ships  while  in  coiiatruction;  and 
astly,  we  have  experience  and  skill  iti  our  naval 
constructors  in  building  vesse1s-of-war,to)iicA  can- 
not be  ^^ndotiiii^ourCrovernmenteatablishiiaents, 

Finer  ships  or  better  models  have  neyer  been 
produced  than  the  ships  which  now  compose  oiir, 
rfavy,  especjiiHy  on  stea^nefs.'   The  only  thing 
about  the  steamers  which  has  failed  is  the  steam 
iiiachinery,  and  that  was  all  'built  by  contract. 

The  law  of  contract  is  imperative  that  work 
miMt  be  done  ty  lAe  toaeil  hidder^ht^h  is  a  pre- 
mium for  bad  work;  for  contractors  certainly  dp 
not  intend  to  lose  money  by  their  operations;  oh 
the  contrary,  they  intend  to  make  as  much  as 
they  con;  and  yet  the  attempt  has  been  made  to 
hold  the  Bureau  of  the  Navy  Department  respon- 
sible for  this  defective  law  and  the  dishonesty  of 
contractors.  •  ' 

The  great  defect  of  ouf  naval  establishments  is 
the  want  of  workshops  for  steam  machiqery,  and 
that  should  be  remedied  as  early  as  possibls. 

The  English  Government  has  been  compelled 
at  times  to  resort  to  the  contract  system,  an((  the 
result  has  always  been  a  mpst  prod igsf  find  use- 
less expenditure  of  money.  At  one  time  fifty  new 
frigates  were  struck  off  the  Navy  list  as  being  un- 
fit for  vessels-of-warj  and  they  were  all  built  by 
contract;  and  in  war  steamers  the  number  of  fail- 
ures in  England'ha's  been  immense.  English  offi- 
cers, of  the  highest  distinction,  concede  that  the 
United  States  N^yy  is  equally  complete,  so  far  as 
it  goet,  with  theirowii,  bnt^ey  deny  this  of  any 
other.         •  ■      -:    ■ 


The  frigats  Congress  and  alopp St.  Marys  were, 
visited,  in  the  haA)o.r  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.,  in  De- 
cember, 1850,  by  'Vice  Admiral  MpaelJ,  of  the 
British  Navy,  now  in  command  of  the  squadron 
in  lh|e  Pacific  occfin.  On  leaving  the  Congress,  he 
declared  that  he  had  that  day  inspected  the  finest 
lui^  best-appointed  frigate  he  had  ^^'f  seen-  An- 
other instance  was  related  to  me  tA-day.  At  Can- 
ton, in  Ch^na,  the.co(mnan,der  of  the  Bi;itish  East 
India  squadron  h.as  highly  laujded  the  raj^ee  Mace- 
dpni^,  aduiiripg  he;  p,i;opo/uons,  and  speaking 
fi^vprably  o.(  her  ar^if;neo^a^oiiicerin|(fpr  active 
W^r  seryicev., 

The  cost  of  labor  upon  a  ship-of-wor  is  abo,ut 
fifly-6.Y9  per.  cent,  of  h^r  entire  cost.  It  will 
readily  be  seen  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
Government  tp  employ  this  very  costly  labor  upon 
the  beU  moierials,  as  it  costs  as  much  to  build  a 
ship  of  bad  material  as  pf  gpod.  Live-oak  lasts 
twice  as  long,  at  least,  as  white-oak,  and  the  cost 
of  white-oak  is  from  one  hdf  to  two  thirds  that 
oCliye-pak. 

The.  tota|[  coft  of  the  steamer  Susqbehanna, 
compjetely  ready  for  sea,  with  stores  for  three 
yian^i  andaifull  supply  pf  coals,  was  $759,454  43. 
Her  frame,  contains  twenty-three  thousand  004. 
hundrM^  and  sixiy-lhree  cubic  feet  of  live-oak, 
^^ich  'cp^t  $36,138  89,  being  but  a  very  smaJU 
proportion  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  ship.  A  white- 
oak  f^^me  would  have  cost  about  $18,500;  and, 
t^us  a  saving  in  the  first  cost  of  the  ship  of  about 
$18,QP9  only  would  have  been  made  had  that  ma- 
terial been  used;  but  the  ship  would  have  decayed 

in  half  tbjf  tiii[ietaa4((in.fact,  lM^.«torth  o^t 
t^f  aaraueb. 

M«rch.9nt  vesoele  ai^.  b^ken  out  afM^  r^tprfd . 
every  voyage;  aojl  a^  often, a«  this  is  done,  tfaey 
a)r«  thoroughly  driedapd  veniilajt«d<  A  vesselipf- 
w'ar,  oh.  the  contrary,  fteqnently  rutjfl  fpr  two  Qr 
perhapp  tbre^  years  withpjjthavingherhDU  broken 
put.  For  this  reason  ghips-of-war  are  muchmore 
subjected  to  decay  than  merchant  vessels^ v^ich 
renders  it  very  essential  to  use  the  very,  best  ma- 
terials in  the  construction  of  the  formec,  The 
English  and  French  Navy  Departments  hftve 
tested  the  experiment, and. abandon<)d  tho  pontiiact 
system,  because  in  no  instapce  did  they  s^p^ire 
epicient  vessels  under  that  sy8tein;and  every  such 
attempt  that  has  been  made  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  as  I  think  t  have  fully  shown, 
has  resulted  in  the  construction  of  v^fi^lg  that., 
hftve  nqtbeen  adapted  for  the  purposes  ofnrwr. 

Yesterday  my  colleague  [Mr.  GrowJ  referr^ 
to  the  fact,  and  urged  it  as  a  reason  why.  this  bill. 
•^oiild  not  be  passed,  that  the  contraclrs, epWrjed 
into  with  the  Collins  and  other  lines  of  steamers, 
pfovide  us  with  a  sufficient  floating  force,, without 
the  increase  of  the  Navy  now  propoeed.  .  t  take 
exception  to  that  position,  for  the  reason, that  we 
hpve  now  upon  our  tables  a  report  from  a  com- 
mission', appointed  under  a  resolution  offered,  by 
a]  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  'Vf^Ai^ua,] 
which  proves  conclusively  that  those  vessels  are 
not  adapted  for  war  purposes.  The  experience 
of  the  British.  Adin<ral>y,  coming  conteroporaije- 
ousljr  with,  th^  report  made  by  the  commission 
that  entere'4  into  the  examination,  brings  us  the 
iaielligence,  and  their  decision,.thfit  eiten  the  cele- 
brated Cunard  steamers,  with  all  tlieir  efficiency 
for  sea  service,  are  fitted  only  for  transports,  and 
are  not  suited,  for  war  puipos^. 

I  ain  opposed  to  that  proyisioqpf,  the  bill  whiph 
permits  the  Secre^ry  or  the  Navy  even  tphave  a 
discretion  OS  to  giving  out  the  building  of  these, 
vessels  by  confnct^  and. I  am  not  selfish, in, that; 
for' it  is  not  that  I  havtt  not  the^mpat!  unlimitsd 
eonfideqce  ,in  the  injsll.igence  aijd  judgment  of  that 
^^ntliiman  and  efficient  officer,, but  that  I  conceive 
It  to  be  our  duty  toliavelheni  property  constructed, 
which,  in 'my  humble  Judginent,  can  only  be  done 
in  our  njvy-Y«pls,  for  thereespo^  I  hi^vogiven, 

Mr.  COBB.  'The  gentleman  is  not  saying  a 
word  about  my  amendnMnt. 

Mr.  PLORENCE;  •VV:ell,sir,,l  will..  Perniif, 
me  to  say  that  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  thfi 
gentleman's  atnendpri^tK  for  the  reoaq^  that  it 
is  itn^n'aelicai'e- 

Tbequesllion  wa4  then  takeq  on  Mr.  Cob^'i 
amendment  to  the  amendrnept;  and  it,  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  recurr^  on,  Mr.  Ct-iNeMAM's 
amendment^ 

Kff.  M  ATTE90N.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  pfier 
an  amendment  to  th<^fip^  M^VRP  of.  tl}*l,l'<ll.^ 


Th^CHAIRMAN.    It  is  j<t, order. 

Mr.  BOCpCK.  There  ia.  an  amenda^tpttd- 
ready peniiing.  Theameodnvetitof tbegentlemoit 
from  New  Yurk  will  not,  therefore,  be  in  ofiifi, 
except  as  an  ameodmeot  to  the  anendnient. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  true.  There  is,, 
ap  apaendptept  pending.  Does  the  gemjemah 
from  New  Yo;k  Pr^ppos^  to  oi9rer;an  amendaent 
to  that  ameodmeni,/ 

,  Mr,  MATTESON.  No»siri  it  isa  s^bstiwilivp . 
,ajnepdment,  and  1  will  reeerire  it  until  th/e.  j«n4.-' . 
ingquestipn  is  disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  put  on,  Mr.  Ct^^PllAK'a , 
ame.DdQient,,a,D4  th^e  Cl^ir  announced  iliat  it  was 
lost. 

Mr.  QLINQMAN,  I  call  for  a  division,  apd 
I  ask  that  my  amendment  may  again  lis,  r^. 

Several  Mehsep,!.    Top.  late. 

Mr.  CLiNGMANt  I  ask«4  for  a  divitsian  in 
time. 

The, CHAIRMAN,    TTw  Chair  so  decides., 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  oAiend  tha.. 
amendmentofthe  gentleman  firom  North  Qarolioo, 
by  inserting  after  the  wordfi  "  authorised  to  p(ty  " 
the  words  "  npt  to  exceed  the  apopupt  nfiw,  paid, 
seamen  in  the  merchant  service  of  the  country- 
Mr.  Chairman.  I  hpvc  listened  with  great  int«r< 
eftto  the  remarks  which  have  been  n>aae.upop,thia 
bill  by  the  gentleman  frojp  'Virginioj,  whp.ischoir'* 
man  of  thp  CopunUtee  .op.  Naval  Amirs,  and  op  it 
involves  only  |3,0W),0U0,,  an4  asm^r  "^  us  are 
incliped  to  aid  ip  ita  pfi^spge,  I,  Utt  oni;(,,«;apjt.t<v 
,  vote  on  it  quickly. 

I  desire,  however,  to  say  a  very  few  words  in 
'  reference  to  the  amendment  which  has  been  offered 
I  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  for  I  think 
there  is  more  in  it  than  some  of  us  are  aware  of. 
'  My  little  experience  in  this  House  has  led  me  to 
■  believe,  that  one  of  the  great  causes  of  what  is 
said  to  be  the  inefficiency  of  the  American  Navy 
is,  that  we  do  not  pay  the  seamen  employed  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  sufficient  to 
obtain  the  men  necessary  to  man  our  naval  ships. 

1  recollect  very  well  that  a  few  months  ago, 
when  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  was  about 
tp  send  the  expedition  to  Japan,  Commodore  Perry 
was  in  this  city,  representing  to  members  of  Con-, 
gress  the  utter  impossibility  of  manning  the  ships 
placed  under  his  commana,  for  the  very  reason 
that  the  men  required  to  fill  the  places  of  sailors 
were  not  to  be  paid  more  than,  half  as  much  as 
sailors  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  in  the  mer- 
chant marine.  1  wish  to  see  this  stale  of  things 
changed.  A''bough  1  believe  the  reasons  urged 
by  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr-  Bocock]  this 
morning  are  strong,  yet  I  desire  to  insert  the 
amendment  I  have  suggested,  believing  that  it 
cannot  work  any  injpry  to  the  bill..  Why  8ltpi)l(|. 
not  the  s^amep  emp|pyed  iq  the  military.  marij|s 
of  the  United  States  receive  ap  much  pi^yap  t^pse 
employied.  ip  the  mercantile  iqftrine,  wh)!p,  it  i« 
known  that  they  are  req.qired  tp  s«il  to  port% 
in.  EurtfPf  .and  aU.  poru  of  the  w.prld.  I  thipk 
we  ouehT'tp  do  this.  I  wppld  give  the  Seoretory 
of  the  rfavy  the  power  to,re^ula|je,the  conipensar 
ttqq  pf  the  s«ilprs».aqd.  limit  i(  tp  the  aippuntnow 
paid  in  the  iqer«antile,pnacinB,af;rvice  of  the  cpupn 
try,  lam  friendly  to  the  American  Navy,,ap4( 
I  wipli.tp  sJe.itp  qappcity  intproyed,apd  havsit 
restored  to  its  foripfff  glpry.  I  wis);,  to,  see  it  re<. 
generated — I  wish  to  have  it  rein vigpratfd  by  a. 
pepper  spirit  of  .prqgi;esa  and  reform,  m>t  only  in 
the  construction  of  the  ships,  but  in  the  peniontMl . 
of  the.Nairy^  I  wjrh.to>seea  modjfip^q  of  the 
whole  nayal^  establiphin^nt— tl^e  creation  of  a;r«T 
tired  Ust,  by  which  our  naval,  pffioprs,  w,ora.  oiit 
ip  thp  servMe,  may  bp.piaeed.uppn,*  fpqtwg.with 
thpseof  o^er  nations  of  tl^e  W4rl4:  tbMth(;youn|t. 
and  asbjring  officers  m>fpt,be  advaoced,to,p<wi- 
tions  whereby  they,  could, contribute  to  thentpin'^ 
tenance  of  the  hpnqrand  gipry  pf  the' AmcricJM)  ^g 
abrpsd.  I  wpnidhaypspch  arefprpaintheser.vica 
as  wpu|!i.str.epgthcntheyauBgpfficerspf  iheNaiy. 
I  wpiild  increase  thejr  service  apd  their,  r^sponsir, 
bility,  and  thus  reforni,re^nerate, and  build  upA,. 
ginripup  Navy — thus  mal^e  it  what  it  hop  bean, 
^the  admiratipn  pf  the,  wprld,  I  would  putit,in  , 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  ot  thp  Navy  nQ)r,and.' 
not  at  the  end  of  the  year  when  ttiepe  ships  pre 
biiili,  to  have  ready  at  a  mpmept's  wprniqg  the 
necessary  force  to  mpnjrpur  Navy,  if  necesspry 
in  thirty  days.    Give  bim  the  powei;  ip  regard.to, 
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required  to  pny  more  than  is  paid  in  the  merchant 
service  of  the  country.  If  you  adopt  such  a  pol- 
icy, I  believe, as  past  experience  has  shown,  that 
you  will  obtain  the  requisltenumber  of  seamen  to 
man  your  ships,  and  enable  them  to  traverse  the 
seas  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Mr.  CUMMING.     I  would  say,  in  reply  to  the 

fentlemsn  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tatlor,]  that  I  think 
e  is  in  error  in  regard  to  this  matter.  At  this 
time,  the  President  is  by  law  authorized  to  make 
the  pay  of  sailors  whatever  he  thinks  proper;  and 
no  amendment  of  the  kind  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman is  necessary. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs  [Mr. 
Bocock]  what  amount  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
is  now  authorized  by  law  to  pay  for  seamen  ? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  There  is  no  limit.  I  know 
that  it  is  not  under  eighteen  dollars  per  month. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  from  conversation 
with  gentlemen,  and  from  the  information  I  have 
gathered  upon  this  subject,  that  there  is  no  limit, 
except  that  made  by  the  appropriation  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  GUMMING.  I  rose  merely  to  say,  that 
if  gentlemen — as  I  am  myself — areaisposed  to  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  there  is  one 
thing  requisite,  and  that  is,  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion large  enough  to  allow  the  Secretary  to  make 
the  wages  of  these  seamen  the  same  as  those  em- 
ployed in  the  ordinary  commercial  marine. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Will  my  friend  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Cummino]  allow  me  one  suggestion.' 
I  want  the  benefit  of  his  opinion. 

Mr.  CUMMING.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Under  this  proposed  amend- 
ment the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  take  a  por- 
tion of  the  money  and  pay  the  seamen  as  he  may 
deem  necessary;  and,  therefore,  three  or  four 
months  hence,  when  this  naval  bill  is  passed,  if 
there  be  any  deficiency  thereby  caused,  it  can  be 
supplied.  The  object  is  to  get  at  this  present  ap- 
propriation in  the  deficiency  bill.  Will  not  that 
answer  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York? 

Mr.  CUMMING.  I  think  so.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  that  at  all.  I  prefer  that,  because  as  the 
matter  stands  now,  if  seamen  are  engaged  at  higher 
wages  than  those  paid  by  the  mercantile  marine, 
there  will  be  none  of  them  left  for  our  commerce, 
and  I  should  rather  have  some  left  than  none  at  All. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
to  theamendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  By  the  amendment,  the 
amount  to  be  paid  to  seamen  is  not  to  exceed  the 
amount  paid  to  sailors  in  the  mercantile  service 
of  the  country. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  Chair  an- 
nounced that  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  called  for  a  division. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the  commit- 
tee to  permit  the  amendment  to  be  read  again.  I 
want  to  move  an  amendment  to  it. 

Theamendment  was  accordingly  again  reported. 

Mr  BOCOCK.  I  thought,  IVfr.  Chairman,  that 
that  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  division  was  called  for 
in  time,  and  the  question  has  not  been  ultimately 
decided. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  want  to  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  .from 
North  Carolina. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  still  the  pending 
amendment. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
word  in  the  amendment,  desiring  to  say  a  word 
in  reference  to  this  matter. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  an 
unnecessary  confusion  among  members  on  the 
subject  of  the  pay  of  seamen.  Now,  there  is  no 
law  whatever  regulating  the  pay  of  seamen.  The 
discretion  of  the  President  in  the  matter  is  limited 
in  two  ways.  The  law  fixes  the  number  of  men 
to  be  employed  in  the  Novy,and  more  than  that 
number  cannot  be  employed;  and  then  the  appro- 
priation bill  fixes  the  amount  to  be  paid.  Taking 
these  two  things  together,  they  impose  the  limita- 
tion, and  the  only  limitation  whatever,  in  regard 
to  the  pay  of  seamen. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
my  friend  from  Virginia  is  mistaken  about  this 
matter,  for  this  question  was  up  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. By  referring  to  the  law  on  the  subject,  the 
gentleman  will  fintf  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 


ted Slates,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
has  the  right  to  apportion  the  wages  to  seamen. 
That  I  understand  to  be  the  law  regulating  the 
matter. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  do  not  deny  that  at  all.  That 
is  precisely  what  I  understand  about  it. 

A  M  EMBER.  That  is  what  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  said'. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  No;  he  says  that  the  appro- 
priation bill  fixes  the  wages  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  You  take  the  two  points  to- 
gether, and  that  fixes  the  result.  The  one  is  a 
question  of  limitation  of  numbers,  and  the  other 
is  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  President  has  the 
authority  under  the  law  to  say  that  a  seaman  shall 
have  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  and  we  appropri- 
ate only  twelve  dollars  per  month,  as  a  matter  of 
course  that  does  not  deprive  the  seaman  of  the 
other  three  dollars,  if  the  President  says  he  shall 
have  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Batlt;  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Clingman — 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  said:  Is  it  too 
late,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  raise  a  question  of  order 
in  reference  to  that  amendment,  and  that  is,  that 
it  is  not  germane  to  the  bill?  The  wages  of  sea- 
men has  nothing  to  do  with  the  building  of  these 
shine,  and  therefore  the  amendment  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  According  to  an  admission 
which  has  been  made  here,  this  amendment  does 
not  affect  the  rate  of  wages,  but  merely  allows 
the  President  to  use  a  portion  of  the  funtis. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  insist  upon  it  that  the 
amendment  is  not  in  order.  This  bill  is  for  build- 
ing certain  vessels,  and  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  a  portion  of  it  should  be  expended  for  another 
purpose,  is  certainly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  amendment  is  to  fit 
up  vessels  already  built,  and  therefore  it  is  ger- 
mane. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will  remind  the  Chair,  if 
he  will  allow  me,  that  there  is  always  an  appro- 
priation in  the  general  appropriation  bill  for 
repairs,  sometimes  called  "  for  an  increase  and 
repairs;"  and  for  that  reitson  the  amendment  is 
inappropriate  here. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  entertains  the 
opinion  that  the  amendment  is  not  in  order.  It 
has  reference  purely  to  the  rate  of  pay  to  seamen, 
while  the  bill  refers  purely  to  the  construction  of 
these  six  frigates.  For  this  reason  the  (hair 
holds  the  point  of  order  to  be  well  taken,  and 
rules  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  an- 
other suggestion,  and  that  is,  whether  it  is  not  too 
late  to  take  this  exception  now,  after  it  has  been 
entertained  by  the  committee  for  two  days,  and 
various  amendments  to  it  have  been  voted  upon. 
I  suggest  that  the  amendment  has  been  entertained 
by  the  general  consent  of  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  entertains  the 
opinion  I  hat  a  question  of  order  may  be  raised  at 
any  time.  The  Chair  rules  the  amendment  out 
of  order.  Does  the  gentleman  appeal  from  the 
decision  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  will  not  appeal. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  ofTer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill: 

ProrhJerf,  That  no  intoxicating  liquom  shall  ever  be 
kept  in  said  ships  for  a  beverage. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I. raise  a  question  of  order  upon 
that  amendment.  An  amendment  as  to  what  the 
seamen  shall  eat  or  drink  is  not  germane  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Liquor  is  germane,  of  course. 
[Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  raised  as 
to  whether  the  amendment  is  in  order  or  not.  The 
Chair  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  in  order,  inas- 
much as  the  first  section  of  the  bill  has  relation  to 
the  construction  of  these  frigates,  and  not  as  to  the 
mode  and  manner  of  using  them-  The  Chair 
sustains  the  point  of  order. 

Mr. SMITH.  Then  I  am  constrained,  though 
with  pain  to  myself,  to  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

A  Member.  It  may  be  in  order  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  other  set^ion  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  SMITH.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
decide  that  my  amendment  will  be  in  order  to  an- 
other section  of  the  bill? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  expressed  no 
opinion  in  reference  to  any  other  point  of  the  bill. 
He  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  at  this  point. 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  1  can  offer  it  at  any  other 
point  I  will  wiihdraw  my  appeal,  and  also  with- 
draw my  amendment. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  conslruc- 
tion  of  nine  frigates  instead  of  six. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  wish  to 
renew  in  a  modified  form  the  amendment  which 
was  some  time  since  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentlemon  from  New 
I  York  has  offered  an  amendment,  and  is  entitled  to 
the  floor,  if  be  desires  to  speak  upon  it. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  offered  this  amendment 
in  consequence  of  facts  which  have  been  received 
this  morning  in  reference  to  the  promulgation  of 
an  order,  in  council,  by  the  foreign  Secretary  in 
England,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  that  Gov- 
ernment as  to  the  freight  on  goods  in  neutral  ves- 
sels.    I  see  it  staled  that 

"  Some  eicileinent  had  been  created  In  commercisl  eir- 
cjes  by  Lord  C^larendon'x  official  announcement  to  ihe  Riga 
merchants  that  all  Rnssian  produce,  lo  whomMiever  be- 
loniiing,  and  even  in  neuu&l  vessels,  shall  be  lawful  prizea 
iu  tile  event  of  war."  ' 

Upon  that  it  seems  some  comment  has  been 
made  by  Mr.  Gibson,  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  portion  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  read: 

"  If  the  dii^patch  of  Lord  Clarendon  was  lo  l>e  acted 
upon,  we  should  assuredly  be  brought  into  collision  wilb 
Ihe  Americans,  whose  me rchantnien  would  be  liable  lo  be 
searched  by  the  BhtiKh  cruiners.  aiul,  if  Uiey  had  any  parcel 
on  board  which,  directly  or  indirectly,  could  he  mad'-  out 
to  be  connected  With  Russian  commerce,  to  be  condemned 
in  some  court  ofadmiralty.  He  had  hopird  tlial  the  rounder 
and  safer  pohcy  that '  free  ships  make  free  ports  >  would 
have  saved  us  frnra  itie  risk  of  collision  with  friendly  Pow- 
ers.    [Hear,  hear. "] 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  revival,  or  rather,  perhaps, 
I  should  say,  a  continuance — for  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  has  ever  been  abandoned  by  the  British 
Government — of  the  right  of  search  in  reference 
to  our  vessels;  but  a  doctrine  to  which  we  have 
never  acceded,  and  to  which  I  never  can  accede. 
It  is  a  question  of  very  great  importance  to  this 
Government;  for  our  commerce  with  Russia  is 
very  large;  and  hence  thequestion  comes  directly 
home  to  us.  This  war  is  imminent;  indeed,  it 
already  exists;  and  a  proclamation  of  this  sort 
made  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  cannot 
be  received  by  us  with  indifference. 

Then,  sir,  I  ask,  if  this  is  to  be  their  course 
towards  us,  if  it  is  not  an  important  reason,  if  it 
should  not  be  a  controlling  reason,  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  action  of  this  House,  that  while  we 
are  adding  to  our  Navy,  we  should  add  a  little 
more?  I  am  in  favor  of  this  increase.  If  the 
wants  of  the  country  before  required  the  construc- 
tion of  six  frigates,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  fact  I 
have  stated  should  have  a  sufficient  bearing  here 
to  induce  the  House  to  increase  the  number  to  nine 
at  least. 

Great  Britain,  it  is  true,  asks  our  sympathy  in 
her  contest  with  Russia,  and  she  may  receive  it. 
In  all  probability  she  already  has  it  to  a  great 
degree  in  this  House  at  the  present  time;  but  it  is 
all  important  that  she  should  understand  most 
distinctly  that  she  is  encroaching  upon  a  doctrine 
which  we  hold  to  be  of  most  vitalimportonce;  and 
we  should  be  in  «  condition  not  only  to  proclaim 
this  doctrine,  but  to  have  it  respected.  It  is  much 
better  for  this  country  to  prevent  aggression  than 
to  seek  redress  after  the  wrong  has  been  inflicted. 
I  hope  and  trust,  without  extending  comments  on 
the  subject,  that  this  matter  will  be  properly  con- 
sidered by  the  committee;  and  this  is  the  proper 
occasion,  not  only  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  subject,  but  to  have  it  understood  by 
Great  Britain  what  our  view  is  on  the  question. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Mr.  Choirmnn,  the  commit- 
tee have  exhibited  a  very  evident  disinclination  to 
adopt  any  amendments  to  the  bill,  doubtless  from 
a  wish  to  protect  it  from  material  alteration.  I 
hoped  that  we  should  have  remained  in  session 
yesterday  until  the  bill  was  finally  passed;  and  I 
trust  we  may  be  soon  allowed  to  take  a  vote  upon 
it.  Believing  it  to  be  a  measure  urgently  denianded 
by  the  necessities  of  the  country,  1  should  like  to 
see  it  pass  without  delay;  and  as  I  think  that,  in 
the  form  in  which  it  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  acceptable 
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to  th«  toajority,.  i  em  willing  to  take  it  without 
change.  Any  material  alteration*  might  endanger 
ita  auccaiM. 

The  bill  in  its  present  form  is  simply  intended 
to  provide  an  addition  to  the  peace  establishment 
of  the  country.  The  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  looks  to  a  state  of  war  with 
other  Powers,  which  he  considers  not  improbable. 
I  would  suggest  that,  if  hereafter  we  should  find 
the  aspect  of  political  affairs  such  as  to  require  us 
to  make  more  extensive  warlike  preparations,  a 
supplemental  bill  may  be  introduced  at  some  fu- 
ture period  of  the  session  to  provide  for  any  ex- 
isting emergency;  but  let  us  not  change  the  char- 
acter of  the  present  bill,  which  is  only  designed 
ts  make  necessary  additions  to  our  peace  estab- 
lishment. I  doubt,  too,  if  more  than  six  of  these 
propellers  could  be  advantageously  built  at  one 
time. 

If  I  thought  it  prudent  to  encourage  amend- 
ments, there  are  some  which  I  would  myself  sug- 
gest to  the  bill.  I  should  prefer,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mf.  Florence,]  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  it  as  gives  discretion  to  the 
Department  to  provide  for  the  buildine  of  any  of 
these  ships  by  contract.  To  this  mode  of  build- 
itig  them  I  should  be  utterly  opposed.  I  cannot, 
ofcourse,  in  the  few  minutes  allowed  me,  enforce 
my  objections  to  the  contract  system  for  work  of 
this  kmd.  Other  gentlemen,  however,  entAtain 
different  views;  and  it  was  therefore  well  enough, 
perhaps,  not  to  prescribe  any  particular  manner  of 
building  them,  but  to  leave  the  Secretary  to  deurm- 
ine  this  question.  It  is  a  matter  of  administra- 
tion, and  it  strictly  belongs  to  the  Department.  I 
have  full  confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  I  believe  he  will  come  to  a  proper  determina- 
tion upon  it.  The  condition  of  the  country  re- 
4)uires  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  this,  l  be- 
lieve that  it  is  demanded  by  an  almost  unanimous 
public  sentiment.  In  no  other  way  can  we  more 
advantageously  dispose  of  a  portion  of  the  large 
surplus  now  in  the  Treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Behtoh] 
spoke  yesterday  in  opposition  to  this  bill.  The 
sentiments  he  uttered  may  be,  abstractly,  very 
proper,  but  I  do  not  think  they  apply  to  the  meas- 
ure now  under  consideration.  Tnese  frigates  are 
not  to  be  built  with  reference  to  aggressive  opera- 
tions. Even  with  this  addition  to  our  Navy,  it 
will  remain  comparatively  a  small  one.  We  want 
six  more  steamers  for  purposss  of  ordinary  ac- 
commodation and  defense.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman said  that  our  ships  had  heretofore  only 
been  built  to  rot.  That,  sir,  is  certainly  true. 
All  the  works  of  man  are  perishable.  But,  so  far 
from  being  an  objection,  I  submit  that  it  is  cause 
for  congratulation  that  we  have  had  little  occasion 
for  the  services  of  these  ships  in  wsr.  Who  can 
tell  how  far  the  possession  of  these  ships  may 
have  saved  us  from  war,  and  secured  that  very 
peace  which  is  bo  desirable?  As  well  might  we 
repeal  the  la^prohibiting  and  punishing  ^e  crime 
of  murder  because  since  its  passage  there  had 
been  no  violation  of  its  provisions,  as  to  suffer 
the  Navy  to  go  down  because  our  ships  of  war 
have  only  been  built  to  rot. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oft  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  renew,  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  amendment  which  I  have'  already 
offered  in  substance.  I  have  varied  it  so  that  I 
bope  it  will,  in  (he  judgment  of  the  Chair,  be  ad- 
missible. 1  propose  that  it  shall  come  in  at  the 
•nd  of  the  first  section.    It  is  as  follows: 

And.no intozicatiag  liquor  •bsil  ever  be  kept  io  said  tliiiMi 
fbr  a  beverege. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  again  make  a  point  of  order 
on  that  amendment.  I  do  not  like  to  do  it;  but  if 
all  sorts  of  amendments  are  allowed  to  be  offered, 
and  debated,  we  shall  never  dispUse  of  this  bill. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  make 
a  point  of  order? 

lifr.  DEAN.    I  do. 

TheCHAIEtMAN.  What  point  does  the  gen- 
tleman make? 

Mr.  DEAN.  Why,  that  the  amendment  is  not 
germane  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  author- 
ize the  construction  of  ships. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  appeal  fnAn 
that  decision. 


TheCHAIRMAN.  The genUeman  from  New 
York,  on  the  right  of  the  Chair,  offers  thesmend- 
ment  which  has  been  read.  His  colleague,  on  the 
left  of  the  Chair,  makes  the  point  of  order  that  the 
amendment  is  not  in  order.  The  Chair  sustains 
the  point  of  order,  and  from  that  decision  an 
appeal  is  taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  Will  theChair- 
meui  be  so  good  as  to  state  the  ground  upon  which 
he  rules  the  amendment  out  ol  order. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Perhaps  it  is  unnecessary 
to  state  it;  but  the  Chair  can  see  no  reason  why 
the  amendment  can  come  within  the  purview  of 
the  bill,  unless  the  article  to  which  it  relates  is  to 
be  regarded  as  part  of  the  armament  and  equip- 
ment of  a  vessel. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  appeal, 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  ths 
judgment  of  the  committee?"  and  it  was  decided 
m  the  aiiirmative. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and 
the  amendment  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  now  offer  an  amend- 
ment modified  so  as,  I  hope,  to  meet  the  views  of 
the  Chair  as  to  the  point  of  order. 

The  Clerk  reported  the  amendment  as  follows: 

Pnvid4df  Tliat  in  tta«  mean  time,  to  enable  Uie  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  fit  up  fbr  ixae  vei*iieli  already  built,  be  la  au- 
iborixed  to  use  such  purtioii  of  the  appropriation  made  in 
tliia  bill  aa  may  be  neceaaary. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  ships  provided  for 
in  this  bill  will  not  be  ready  for  use  for  perhiipa 
two  yeara.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
BococK,]  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  suggests  that  a  proposition  such  as  mins 
may  very  well  come  in  in  the  Navy  appropri- 
ation bill.  Myfriehd'e  parliamentary  experience 
will  suggest  to  him  that  that  bill  will  probably 
not  become  a  law  until  the  last  day  of  the  session. 
That  last  day  may,  as  was  the  case  twp  years 
ago,  be  the  last  of  August;  or  it  may,  as  was  ths 
case  four  years  ago,  oe  the  last  of  September; 
or  it  may  even  be  in  October.  In  the  mean  time, 
in  the  next  five  or  six  months,  why  should  not 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  to  put  in 
uss  soms  one  of  the  five  or  six  ships  which  arf 
now  lying  idle  in  our  dock-yards?  Therais  the 
Vermont,  an  eighty-four  gun  ehip,  at  Boston, 
which  I  learn  could  be  got  ready  for  sea  in  three 
or  four  weeks,  if  there  waS  a  little  money. 

Now,  suppose  such  a  difficulty  as  is  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Feck- 
ham]  occurs,  and  that  our  merchant  vessels  are 
seized,  upon  the  allegation  that  they  contain  some 
Russian  property,  and  ws  want,  in  the  next  five 
or  six  months,  some  force  on  the  ocean,  is  it  not 
far  better  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  be 
able  to  meet  the  emergency  then,  than  that  we 
shall  wait  two  yean  until  tne  steamers  ars  built; 
or,  at  any  rate,  until  the  paasaee  of  the  Navy  ap- 
propriation bill,  some  time  in  the  fall?  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  want  just  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  one  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  desire  to  submit  a  qusstion  of 
order. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Let  me  ask  my  question 
first. 

Mr.  JONES.    Very  well. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  deetre  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has  ipformed^  the  House  in  any  way,  that  the 
amount  contained  in  the  last  appropriation  bill  for 
the  repairs  of  vessels,  is  insufficient?  He  hascer- 
tainly  given  no  such.ioformation  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  extremely  averae  to 
speaking  of  mattera  that  have  not  been  commu- 
nicated officially,  and  I  will  not  do  it  now.  But 
I  think  that  this  proposition  is  right. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the eentleman  from 
Tennessee  submit  a  qusstion  of  order? 

Mr.  JONES.    Yes,  sir,   I  do.     I  submit  ths 

auestion  of  order  whether,  this  being  a  bill  to  au- 
lorize  the  construction  of  six  steam  frigates,  an 
amendment  is  in  order  to  set  apart  a  portion  of 
the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fitting 
up  of  veeeels  already  constructed? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  is  inclined  to 

the  opinion  that  the  point  of  order  is  not  well  | 

taken.    The  second  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  i 

other  vessels  besides  these  steamera. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Viiginia.  It  oiay  be  supposed 


that  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  is  a  very  proper  one.  If 
there  should  be  any  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  repairs  of  vessels,  it  mi^ht  well  be  sup- 
plied. If  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  using  the 
money,  of  course  it  would  go  for  the  objects  of 
the  bul. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Climqman's 
amendment;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENN.    1  offer  the  followingamendment: 

PmsiiUd,  That  one  of  aaid  veaaela  alisU  be  built  at  eacli 
of  the  Ibllowiiig  placet,  to  wit : 

Kittery,  in  itie  Bute  of  Maine ;  New  York,  in  the  State 
of  New  York:  Phihuieiphis,  in  theButeorPennaylvsnis; 
Henipbia,  in  the  Suite  of  Tenneaaee ;  Charleatown,  in  tlie 
State  of  Hasaacliaaeua ;  and  one  at  aucli  point  on  ^e  lalus 
aa  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  direct. 

I  can  look  upon  this  bill  in  no  other  light  than 
as  a  distribution  of  $3,000,(K)0of  the  public  money; 
and  if  there  is  to  be  such  a  distribution,  I  hope 
that  it  may  be  extended  all  over  the  United  States, 
and  not  be  confined  to  one  or  two  places — Norfolk , 
in  Virginia,  and— — 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  should  liks  to  have  ths  gen- 
tleman tell  us  how  this  ilistribution  of  money  is  to 
be  made  at  Norfolk  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  anything  in  the  bill  like  making  an  appro- 
priation for  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Mr.  COBB.    Have  you  got  a  navy-yard  there  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Ws  have  got  a  navy-yard  there. 
I  undertake  to  say,  from  pratty  accurate  knowledge 
upon  tha  subject,  that  vessels  are  built  cheaper  at 
Norfolk  than  anywhere  else  in  the  country.  In 
this  connection,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  about  thia 
building  of  ships  by  contract.  All  our  vessels  are 
built  by  contract,  and  there  is  nothing  about  them 
which  is  not  done  by  contract,  even  down  to  ths 
wages  of  men  who  are  employed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hemn's 
amendment;  and  it  wiu  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  move  to  strike  out  all  in  the 
firat  section  after  the  word  "  service,"  in  the  eighth 
line,  and  insert  the  following: 

That  one  or  mora  of  aaid  veaaela  and  machinery  abali  be 
built  by  contract  with  -three  aeparate  indlviduala  or  Unna, 
under  aueh  nipalaUona  and  reotrictiona  aa  the  Secretary  or 
the  Navy  may  deem  beat  calculated  to  aubaerve  the  putilic 
intereeu,  end  tlie  reaidaa  in  the  Government  navy-yarda. 

I  do  not  know,  but  it  may  b*  r^trded  as  a 
piece  of  unpardonable  presumption  in  any  on* 
who  shall  undertake  to  amend  this  bill  in  any 
manner.  From  the  promptness  with  which  ths 
memben  of  this  committee,  and  particularly  my 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  [Mr.  BAcock,]  have  objected  to  every 
amendment  that  has  been  offered,  it  would  seem 
that  we  are  speaking  to  a  forsgons  conclusion  on 
this  subject. 

I  have  heard,  Mr.  CKairman,  of  the  perfection 
of  the  ten  commandments;  I  have  heard  of  the  per- 
fection of  the  five  ordera  of  ar^itecture;  I  have 
heard  of  the  perfection  of  the  Apollo  Belvidere; 
I  have  heard  of  perfection  in  many  other  ways; 
but  never  till  now  have  I  heard  of  anything  liks 
perfection  in  a  bill.  Th  is  bill ,  sir,  before  the  com- 
mittee is  very  brief;  and  from  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  drawn  up,  it  is  evident  that  the  question  was 
discussed  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afihirs 
aa  to  whether  a  portion  of  these  vessels  should  be 

S'ven  out  to  pnvate  contract,  and  the  balance  of 
em  built  in  the  public  navy-yards.  It  is  evident 
that  this  question  was  discussed  in  the  commit- 
tee, in  accordance  with  the  well-known  public 
sentiment  that  exists  outside  of  this  House.  And , 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  any  such  intention-was  really 
entertained  by  the  committee,  I  can  see  no  objec- 
tion in  inetructing,  by  a  vote  of  thia  House,  ths 
Secntary  of  the  Navy  that  one,  at  least,  of  the** 
ships  shsll  be  built  by  private  contract. 

Sir,  I,  for  one,  will  not  enter  into  any  sweeping 
and  wholesale  denunciation  of  what  has  been 
termed  the  "Old  Fogyism"  of  the  Navy.  I  pre- 
sume we  will  all  be  old,  one  of  these  days;  and  if, 
when  we  do  become  aged,  we  can  look  back  with 
the  same  pride  on  our  public  life  which  many  of 
those  who  are  now  called  "Old  Fogies,  "whether 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  country,  or  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  can,  ws  will  leave  no  re- 
grets for  our  children.  But,  Mr.  Chsirman,  there 
IS  a  pride  of  profession  which  exists  particularly 
among  old|soidieraand  old  sailors.  There  is  a  pride 
of  profession  known  among  lawyers,  physicians, 
snd  almost  all  men  belonging  to  exclusive  pro- 
fessions, which  makes  them  cling  "  with  pcrti- 
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'nacibus  pertinacity  "  to  the  past,  and  look  with  a 
'great  deal  of  caution,  if  not  with  absolute  abhor- 
rence, on  everything  in  the  shape  of  innovation. 

Sii-,  there  is  no  geniteman  within  the  range  of 
%ny  voice  that  has  not  heard  with  pride  and  grati- 
fication the  history  of  the  triumphs  achieved  by 
our  mail  steamers  on  the  ocean.  There  is  not  a 
■taah  or  bny  from  (>ne  end  of  this  land  to  the  nther 
whose  heart  did  not  palpitate  with  joy  when  he 
•heard  that  the  work  of  ii  young  man  of  genius, 
■hn  humble  mechanic,  unaided,  had  overithadnwed 
and  sunk  into  nothingness  everything  in  the  shape 
I  'iof  competition,  by  the  triumph  of  the  yacht  Amer- 
[  -ica  in  Europe. 

Sir,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  rtijr  opinion, 
that  some  of  these  vessels  should  be  built  by  con- 
.  Imct  with  private  individuals,     lam  in  favor  of 
'the  passage  of  this  bill;  but  I  trust  that  the  com- 
f'smitlee  will  at  least  ofterMo  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment I  have  introduced.     I  have  full  confidencie  in 
the  abiliiy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     1  Have 
full  confidence  in  his  honor  and  integrity.     And  I 
l-know   that  if  he  is  instructed   by  a  vote  of  this 
('House  to  give  one  of  these  vessels  out  to  private 
f  contract  he  will  have  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
f'whhthe  is  directed,  and  Selectin.;  a  proper  man 
for  the  work.     And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  be- 
lieving that  that  man — if  there  is  to  be  but  one  of 
('them — will  be  George  Steers,  the  builder  of  the 
-yacht  America — a  man  whom  I  feel  personally 
J-inte^ested  in.     I  am  free  to  admit  that  1  hav«  been 
"written    to    by   numbers    of    young    mechanics, 
'Ursing  that   the  genius  of  American  mechanics 
I  •■hall  be  vindicated  in  the  person  of  that  man  who 
I  tnight  be  fitly  termed  the  Napoleon  of  American 
f  4)aval  architecture. 

-  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  The  point  made 
,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  who  has  just 
'  "faken  his  seat,  [Mr.  WAi.sH],isrenl|yoneJn  which 
1  I  feel  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  that  is|  the  idea 
tttf  building  these  naval  vessels  by  contract.  As  1 
■  Stated  a  few  moments  ago,  they  are  now  built  by 
pcontract.  There  is  not  an  article  which  enters 
I  into  iheir  construction  which  is  not  bought  by 
[contract.  The  only  question  is,  whether  you  will 
I  tontract  for  the  entire  construction  as  sticn.orfor 
^^eriain  specified  portionii.  That  is  all.  The  point 
T  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  in  rela- 
f4ion  to  the  character  of  the  naval  constniction. 
[The  point  of  difficulty  which  he  makes  does  ndt 
1  *t  all  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  these  vessels  ftre 
j  "built  by  the  Government,  but  out  of  the  fact  that 
flhe  naval  contractors  are  not  as  skillful  as  some 
l^nkhown  mechanics.  Now,  I  am  in  favor  of 
1  Employing  those  first-rate  architects  in  the  navy- 
(■■yards,  and  I  am  opposed  to  the  system  of  letting 
r'Bat  the  building  of  national  vessels  to  private  ship- 
1  yards,  for  such  a  course  has  hitherto  proved  an 
iTliter  failure.  There  has  not  been  a  single  case  in 
f Kvhich  a  ship  has  been  IrtJtlt  by  Contract,  and  vei-jr 
"few,  if  any,  cases  where  they  have  been  bought 
n  open  market,  which  have  not  proved  to  be  fail- 
^•tires. 

Mr.  WALSH.  "Will  the  genflemAn  from  Vir- 
ft'lfinia  allow  iVie  a  single  remark  ? 
Mr.  BAYLY.  Certainly. 
Mr.  WALSH.  They  have  proved  failures  for 
F.the  very  reason  that  they  have  not  been  given  to 
^'men  who  had  established  a  reputation  in  the  busi- 
Ajliess,  but  have  been  given  to  men  who  have  vio- 
Liated  every  solitary  provision  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    The  gentleman  could  not  have 
L*upplied   me   with    a  more  conclusive  argument 
pBgainst  his  proposition  than  the  one  he  has  just 
(.jidvanced.     We  all  know  the  difficulties  of  carry- 
ing out  these  Government  contracts.     It  is  almost 
jmpossible  to  avoid  departures  from  the  precise 
Lternia  of  a  contract.     And  therein  lies  my  objec- 
liiion  to  them.     If  any  gentleman  will  poiiit  to  me 
I  case  where  the  Government,  in  undertaking  to 
do  anything  in  this  way,  has  not  been  the  loser,  I 
[will  surrender  the  point. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Walsh,  it  was  put, and  theamend- 
nent  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  to  strike  out  of 
he  first  section  the  words,  "said  vessels  and  ma- 
>iinery  to  be  built  by  contract,  or  in  the  Govern- 
Itient  navy-yards,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
may  think  must  advisable  for  the  public  interest," 
and  10  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  amendment  which 
I  send  to  the  Chair,  as  separate  sections. 
_  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.    I  rise  to  a  point  of 


order.     We  have  passed  from  the  first  section, 
and  the  amendment  is  therefore  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  is  still  con- 
sidering the  first  section, and  the  amendment  is  in 
order  at  this  point. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Matteson  was 
then  read  in  part,  but  the  reading  was  arrested 
uprtn  a  point  of  order.  The  amendment  Was  ac- 
cordingly withdrawn,  but  was  subsequently  df- 
fered  again,  and  will  be  found  on  page  833. 

Mr.  Onii.  1  move  to  strike  out  of  the  eighth 
line  nf  the  first  section  the  words,  "  by  contract, 
or,"  and  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  lines  the  words, 
"as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  think  most 
advisable  for  the  public  interest;"  so  that  the  sec- 
tion would  then  read : 

"  That  the  Pccrelarv  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  in  licrehy, 
nnthorixed  in  cau«e  m  be  coiiitructed  for  llit*  tTnitpd  Htnltjs 
Navy,  at  as  early  a  day  a5  practicalile.  con-t!*tt'htly  wiUt  a 
due  regiint  lor  ecniinmy  and  clfiriency,  i»ix  lirst  clnHn  fteuai 
i  I'rigaleti,  tn  l»e  |irovided  with  fcrew  pro|>tllrri<,  uiid  properly 
[  Srnif*d  and  f(]uipp<»d  Tor  pervier;  unid  ve^Ht-Isaiid  iiiachinery 
tu  be  built  in  tile  Governineht  navy-yards.*' 

I  ttiove  this  amendment  for  the  purpose  rif  re- 
.luiring  these  Government  vessels  to  be  built  at 
the  proper  place — at  the  Government  navy-yards. 
We  have  erected  these  yards,  and  fitted  thehn  up 
with  every  convenience  for  ship  building.  They 
are  how  in  a  condition  to  proceed  with  Hie  work. 
I'hey  have  large  supplies  of  timber  already  on 
hand,  and  there  will  be  none  of  the  inconvenience 
1  delay  which  will  result  from  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  build  thefn  by  contract. 

I  have,  however,  another  view  of  this  matter, 
which  I  regard  as  more  important  even  than 
that  I  have  named.  I  think  every  one  acquainted 
with  the  facts  will  Sgree  with  me  that  the  expeW- 
ence  of  this  Government  proves  most  conclusively 
that  those  vessels  which  have  be^n  built  in  our 
navy-yards  have  proved  much  more  durable,  much 
more  substantial  and  sea-worthy,  than  those  con- 
structed by  private  contract. 

I  do  not  concur  in  the  opinion  expreaacd  by  thfe 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Walsh]  in 
reference  to  this  matter;  but  I  do  concur  most  fully 
in  the  opinions  expressed  by  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Batlt,]  When  he  fast  addressed  the 
committee,  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  vessels  built  for 
the  Government  by  private  contractors.  But  I 
must  confess,  that  when  he  made  his  first  remarks 
I  understood  him  altogether  differently.  I  under- 
stood him  then  tosay  that  vessels  built  by  contract 
«  ere  the  most  durable  and  substantial.  There  are 
s  )me  portion  of  these  vessels  which  may  very  well 
be  built  by  contract.  The  machinery  may  very 
well  he  supplied  in  ihnt  manner. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  meto  interrupthim,  I  will  say,  that  when 
I  referred  to  building  vessels  by  contract,  I  did  not 
use  the  Word  in  the  sense  which  this  bill  contein- 
|ifhies.  But  while  the  vessels  are  constructed  at 
the  nAVy-yards,  the  materials  may  be  fUrnished  by 
contract. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand  the  gentleman  now, 
a  id  I  am  very  glad  I  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
setting  himself  right. 

Mr.  CDMMING.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman, 
that  one  of  the  principal  materials  in  ship  build- 
ing fs  liVe-oak,  which  the  Government  never  pur- 
chases. 

Mr.  ORR.  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  large  snpply  of 
live-oak  now  on  hand  at  the  different  navy-yards. 
I  know  that  to  be  the  fact  in  reference  to  that  at 
Boston,  and  I  think  the  same  is  true  of  that  at 
Washington;  and  my  impression  is  that  there  is 
a  pretty  large  snpply  at  all  of  them. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  dislike  to  interrupt  the  gentle- 
man, but  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  a  re- 
mark just  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  CuMMiNo,]  to  the  effect  that  the  Government 
never  purchases  its  live-oak.  I  am  very  well 
aware  of  that  fact,  but  it  has  to  be  got,  and  the 
getting  is  done  by  contract. 

Mr.  ORR.  We  have  had  several  vessels  built 
by  private  contract,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
their  have  proved  not  so  good,  not  so  substantial 
and  durable  as  those  built  by  your  naval  con- 
structors; and  in  the  end  ihey  cost  the  Govern- 
ment more.  The  universal  experience  ofthe  Gov- 
ernment has  been,  that  whenever  its  work  has  been 
done  by  contract,  it  has  cost  more  in  the  end, 
besides  having  the  Work  badly  done.  Gentlemen 
know  what  was  the  effect  of  having  our  printing 
done  by  contract  in  years  gone  by.  And  the  same 
has  been  tru*  in  reference  to  every  branch  of  the 


service.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  Vessels  which  have 
been  built  by  private  contract  are  muAh  lens  sub- 
stantial, do  not  last  so  long,  and  do  not  serve  our 
purpose  so  well,  as  those  built  by  our  naval  con- 
structors. 

Mr.  DE.\N.  1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
'f  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  1  voted 
for  that  of  my  colleague  which  matle  it  peremp- 
tory on  the  Secretary  ofthe  Navy  to  have  at  least 
one  of  these  steamers  built  by  ciniitract;  but  1 
think  that  it  is  plainly  evident  there  are  no 
amendments  to  be  adopted  to  the  bill.  As  it  is 
now  it  leaves  the  matter  discretionary  with  the 
Secretary.  That  is  a  comfiromise.  Those  in 
favor  of  the  contract  system  would  like  this  better 
than  thill  the  matter  should  be  stricken  out  en- 
tirely. Without  consuming  further  the  time  of 
the  cominiltee  I  would  express  the  hope  that  we 
may  speedily  vote  on  the  amendments,  rise, and 
report  the  bill  to  the  House^ 

The  question  was  put  oil  the  amendment;  and, 
on  a  divLsion,  there  were — iiyes  32 

Tellers  were  deinatided,but  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  lost. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virgitiia.  I  move  the  ibllow- 
ing  amendineiu,  as  an  addition  tn  the  first  section: 

i^TovUlctlf  Thai  one  ^lujlliiui  of  ibe  appropriminn  made 
id  ttus  bill  niiiy  be  tised  for  the  repiiiriug  or  filtiaB  out  of 
any  venels  already  built. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  known  to  this  cniiimittee 
that  there  are  many  persons  disposed  (o  try  ex- 
periments With  the  vessels-of- war  that  we  now 
liaVe.  England  has  done  it  extensively.  She 
lias  fitted  out  itome  of  her  large  vessels  with  the 
screw  propeller,  and  it  has  been  fcjund  to  answer 
adinirebly.  I  wish  this  committee  to  bear  that 
fact  in  mind.  Well,  we  have  ships  now  under 
shelter,  6r  in  ordinary.  If  iliey  were  fitted  out 
with  the  screw  propeller,  we  should  have  the 
sirum  portion  of  our  Navy  afloat  at  itii  early  day; 
bu  t  it  ctinnot  be  done  except  by  a  suitable  appro- 
priation. The  object  of  the  amendment  to  the 
bill  which  conlempraiea  hn  increase  of  navnl  steam- 
ers, is  to  give  the  Secretary  the  power  to  at  onc^e 
try  the  experiments  on  existing  ships.  Now,  I 
respectfully  submit  to  the  committee  that  it  is 
a  wise  and  judicious  policy,  and  I  hope  that  tbe 
modification  will  be  accepted  by  the  hnnorablie 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  [Mr. 
BococK-l 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  all.  There  may  be 
some  occasion  for  the  active  operation  ofthe  ' 
proved  vessels  we  contemplate.  It  may  be  necei 
sary  that  we  should  have  some  of  these  vesse 
afloat  at  an  early  day;  and  we  all  know  very 
well  that  these  new  steain  frigates  cannot  be  got 
afloat  within  two  yeais.  In  the  mean  time,  ir 
emergencies  arise,  what  is  to  become  of  us.'  If 
you  adopt  the  amendment,  the  ships-gr-the-Iine 
now  in  ordiriSry,  the  vessels  now  unfit  for  ocean 
service  as  vessels-of  war,  can  be  made  to  the  pur- 
pose indicated.  Indeed,  one  of  the  ships-of-the- 
tine  is  being  cut  down,  and  the  experiment  is  to 
be  tried  on  her  out  of  the  existing  appropriations. 
Adopt  the  amendment,  and  we  shall  at  once  have 
this  improved  element  in  our  Navy. 

I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted.  I 
leave  it  to  the  committee.  It  cannot  embarrass  the 
bill.  It  will  really  promote  its  passage.  It  will 
give  to  the  Secretary  discretion  which,  under  the 
circumstnncfs,  is  necessary,  and  will  add  to  thi 
power  of  our  Navy,  as  desired. 

Mr.  BOCOCK;.  I  am  specifically  appealecl 
by  my  colleague  to  accept  his  amendment,  and  ? 
is  for  that  l-eason,  more  than  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  anything  to  what  has  already  been  said, 
that  1  now  take  the  floor. 

I  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me,  see  \\\i  propriety  or 
necessity  of  this  amendment.     The  gentlem  " 
think  they  see  ",  I  have  no  doubt;  but  what  ii 
necessity  of  it? 

The  first  proposition  made  in  relation  to 
subject  was  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  theNa 
to  pay  increased  wages  to  seamen.  1  sug^eeti 
that  the  proper  place  to  do  that  would  be  in  t 
Navy  appropriation  bill.  Now,  the  propoSitionT 
as  1  understand  it,  means  the  same  thing,  but  pat 
in  this  form  for  the  purpose  of  getting  round  i" 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Oh,  no;  not  at  All. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     Well,  it  proposes  to  lak* 
portion  of  the  money  that  this  bill  approprintei 
for  the  construction  of  new  vessels,  anil  giVe  it   ' 
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the  Seerttaiy  of  the  Navy  fer  the  porpow  o( 
rcpniring  old  v— «lii. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  lope  my  ooUcogue  will  not 
Btty  that  thia  i«  a  propoeition  to  gi«e  increaaed 
w  Jigce  to  «mmen. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  snppoKd  it  waa. 

Mr. SMITH.  There  ib  noaach featurasridea 
oooiained  in  it. 

Mr.  BOCOOK.  Then  I  was  io  «mir.  I  beg 
tite  i^tlcman'a  pardon. 

Mr.  8MJTH.    it  ia«  iimmfidt  propoailien. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  TJmd  it  is  a  tona  jirfe  prepoai- 
tion  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to 
take  the  aiOQcy  intended  for  ^he  eoottruction  of 
theae  frigatea,  and  aae  it  to  refit  atber  vcaeeU. 

It  will'be  rememkercd  by  those  gentlcBMn  who 
h  -T«  bean  roemben  of  thia  Home  for  any  Icn^^ 
of  tisM,  that  in  the  annual  Navy  appropriation 
bill,  there  ia  always  as  item  forTepairaanaieeon- 
Bi  ruction. 

Now,  who  has  aeid  that  the  moaey  tbiai  apptx>- 
priatcd  ia  notaoScient?  Who  has  iMen  aathor- 
ized  to  say  tipon  iliia  floor  that  the  Secretary  of 
Uie  K-mry  haa  needed  laoneyfiir  the  repair  of  oM 
veaselfl  which  haa  not-heea  ««ea  to  :him  by  the 
l«gialation  of  Oenfreaa  >  Wharc  ia  thaerany  old 
veaael  needing  rspaii,  and  that  «auM  xraofierly  be 
rqMiied,  which  IheSearetary  of  tiie  Navy  >haaaat 
boeo^fale  to  Ihhw  pat  in  repair?  Whybriagthe 
atibject  up  io  eonneelioa  with  thie  bill  «rhen  we 
have  no  oc&iite  infoanwrtion  th«t  aaysaeti  appro- 
priation ia  needed?  We Itaeeheard ootfaingatall 
o  r  it.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  .haa  not  oom- 
Diuaicated  it  Io  the  Coomittae  oa  Naaal  A&<rs. 
On  <liecentiary«.(be  SeoMtary  of  the  Navy  baa 
t»ld  me— 1  diaiiiie  to  alaee  anattem  of  eonvcrea- 
tion,  but  it  teoda  to aaataiD  thepeailiena  taken  in 
ha  annual  teport — that  thetearea  few oU  laeatla 
Miat  can  acvCT  be  wpaircd,  ar,:al  anyssis,  tbm  re- 
p  iHng^of  which  would  coat  momthan  d>e*eaa<ta 
weuid  he  worth  •when  repaired*  aad  he  deairetl 
rather  to  ^  tid  at  tmmi  of  them  than  to  have 
them  Mpaired.  But  1  have  Bever  ia  any  forpa 
^earda  augDaatioa  that  there  "waaany  veaaciaUuch 
Jie  wJahed  to  have  tipufi— — 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  would  auggeat  to  my  collcuue 
that  this  amendment  wovM  set  eoaf^pd  4he»ee- 
retary  of  tlie  Navy_  to  ttae  the  money  -in  thia 
way.  The  porpeaeieto  give iiimaa  opportunity 
Af  patting  afl«at  aveasal^jf  oaeinindreaaad'aixty 
eune  ia  eaae  of  need, 

Mr.  BOCOCe.    HebaanatadcedJt. 

The  queation  was  then  taken  an  Mr.  Smva's 
ameadmentj  and  it  waa  < qaeied. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  move  to  amend  the  firat  aee- 
tion  by  striluog  out  the  word  "  aiz"  and  inscrt- 
jng  "  three"  in  lieu  thereof,  eo  as  to  oalce  the 
number  of  fiti|alea  three  ioataad  of  six.  There  is 
mo  neceeaitytjudeiog  from  what  I  have  heard  ia 
this  committee,  Mr  building  aix  aieam  Cnigates  at 
thie  time. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a 
queation  of  order.  I  atn  under  the  impreeaion 
that  we  have  paased  over  that  portion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WELLS.  No,  air;  awfaavcnotdoaeaay- 
tluagoftheaort. 

Mr.  STANTON.  My  desire  is  aimply  to  gat 
thia  bill  UUo  the  Hooee,  aBd  Co  aee  it  pus. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  wiU  endeavor 
to  aid  die  gentleman  from  Tenneesee  ia  (brward- 
ing  the  biieinees  in  reference  to  tlie  bill,  but  the 
Chair  tliioka  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
mas  from  Wisconsin  is  io  order. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  can  aee  no neeessity  ibr  the 
construction  of  six  first-dess  steam  Crigates  at  this 
tinae.  1  offer  this  amend  meat  with  but  little  hope 
that  it  will  be  adopted;  for'  it  seems  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  tliis  committee  that  we  must  have  six  nrig- 
alas  of  the  first  cUaa,  no  more  and  no  lees. 

It  is  admiued  by  the  chairman  uf  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  ASaua,  and  by  all  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  that  it  will  cost  |S,000.000  to  construct  and 
arm  theae  ships;  and  yet  the  bill  only  appropriates 
#3,000,000  for  this  object.  Now,  if  the  six  ateam 
fVigatea  are  to  be  constructed,  I  think  the  bill 
ahould  contain  an  appropriation  equal  to  the  whole 
f  xpeeditore  wkieh  their  oooalmetion  would  re- 
quire. It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  we  have 
now  more  ahipa-of-war  than  we  «an  easily  man. 
'fo  build  six  more  ateamers,  especially  if  after 
they  ware  eonstraeled  it  would  b«  found  difiicult 
to  man  them,  or  they  would  not  foe  re<|nir«d  ft>r 
actual  service,  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  a  mere 
waste  of  tha  public  money.    What  use,  I  would 


aak,  eouM  we  now  Twake  of  aix  stoamwa,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill,  if  they  were  already  built? 
In  what  service  couid  they  now  be  employed  ? 
Does  our  commerce  in  any  part  of  the  world  need 
the  protection  they  woald  affi»rd  ?  Would  it  be 
good  policy  to  accept,«ven  as  a  gift,  a  score  of  such 
ships,  if  we  were  compelled  to  Keep  them  manned 
<md  nady  for  service? 

I  am  inclined  to  thw  opinion  diat'w«  htul  better 
build  but  one  vessel  at  first,  as  an  experiment,  as 
it  might  turn  outto  bea  faikure.  If  wego  on  and 
build  aix  steamera,  we  may  make  six  aMpendoos 
ftidupes,  as  we  have  heretofore  ahrays  done  when 
we  have  undertaken  enterprlseaof  thia  kind,  if  we 
except  the  cases  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Missis- 
sippi. Of  aU  the  srtat  shipB  tiiat  have  been  built 
heretofore,  these  two  alone  have  been  eonsidcreil 
as  successful;  and  one  Of  theae— the  Miaaouri-^ 
was  burned  soon  after  it  was  put  in  eommisaioa. 
it  seeroalo  rae-it  would  be^good  •uonomy  for  the 
Ghivernmeni  to  do  as  an  mdivciluid  woulddotmder 
similar  circumstances :  to  build  a  amaller  number 
of  veesels  at  first,  and  see  how  the  experiment 
would  ifork. 

h  is  aaid'thttt  we  ought  to'balM  these  vessels  in 
order  to  be  prepared  for  any  emergency  that  might 
ariscioeaseofoallisioa  with  other  Powers.  They 
«re,  then,  not  wwntMl  if  w«  eontinue  at  peace; md 
who  doesnotltnow'Oiat  the  build  hig  of  these  ateam- 
ers would  be  but  the  beginning  or  a.great  war  es- 
tablishnant,  whan  ihare  ia  no  Bsaeasity  for,«nd  no 
prospect  of  a  war,  if  we  continue  to  act  upenthoae 
pacmc  ana  etjaltable  principles  yhich'tmve'alwaya 
governed  our  interaourse  with  oiher  nations. 

The  gsrutcman  from  Now  Vork  [Mr.  PaeMnis] 
had  read  an  extmotiyomMime  paper  to  tbe'VfflMt 
that  England ,  in  case  of  war  with  Rossla,  hiteudcfl 
to  issue  orders  to  search  neutral  vessels  for  arti- 
oUa  of  Russian  prodaaa.  L-do  not  think  in  the 
preaent  atate  of  offUra.and  widi  tt»et«ni)ig  desire 
thdt  'Eitgtand  nuat  uaiontty  have  to  ^rmettt 
amieaiblc  relatioBS  with  thia'OOttBtry,  that  lliere  ia 
any  danger  that  she  will  be  diaposM  ao  Taaffiim 
theaxpioded  do<«rhie  of  the  ^yrtof  aatirih,  -ct  to 
take  any  eourae  iaconsUcent  with  thtiatablidfatfl 
principMa  of  iotawatioaal  law,  «r  whieh  would 
iwva  a  taodancy  to  endangar  4ba  barmawy  and 
goad  feeling  new  exikthigltetwem  tte  two  eoint- 
triaa. 

Let  aae  aay,  aic,  that  oar  atraagth  at  bosH 
and  omr  credit abnmd  do  net  4«pMic'«ipa«  tbssa 
war  lyigate*.  The  ftnir  'Coffin*  atewiiw*  at  thia 
time  do  more  to  austain  our  credit,  and  carnr  the 
impreaaion  of  mw  power  abroad,  thanaUlheNavy 
we  havabiHtt  aince  181S.  Thair  e^aala  4o  not 
float  upon  the  ocean,  and  they  evince  that  in 
pcaaafU  oomnMrca  at  laaat  Engiaini  #  no  kaiger 
mistress  of  the  sea.  Our  merslHuU  ships.  Ma, 
oosocpaased  as  they  are  in  asagaifieenee  and  4paed, 
wlueh  have  introduced  a  new  ara  in  naval  archi- 
tecture, and  whose  eaavM  'whitens  every  aea,  am 
making  our  power  felt,  and  giving  us  ia>portanoe 
in  Mary  quarter  of  theigloba;  tmi,  ia  the  puranits 
of  peace,  am  daing  more  lo**o«K  oiirprogrcasia 
all  that  ooBceras  the  true  ^ory  and  waliare  of  a 
State,  llian  could  be  effected  by  all  the  armaments 
and  fleeu  which  the  power  and  tMOOrlM  of  the 
country  could  creata. 

Mr.  FARI.EY.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  anead- 
meat  offered  by  tha  gantlaaMn  m>m  Wiseenain, 
[Mr.  Wau.!.]  1  am  a  Naw  Et^land  roan,  and  1 
represent  a  sea-board  district  in  the  extreme  North- 
east. 1  rspresent  a  coaatitaeney  w4m  ftal  aa  in- 
terest in  the  incrsaae  of  the  natml  power  of  this 
country.  They  feel  the  neeessity  for  such  an  in- 
ersaas.  I  UDderalaml- that  tha  whole  namber  of 
vcassia  now  ia  the  Navy  is  aboat  aevaaty.  How 
many  of  thoaa  veeselaareavaihUile?  Oalyforty. 
I  otll  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  one  laot, 
which  it  sirikea  me  haa  not  bean  aaiRciendy  taken 
into  oonaideration  in  the  diaauasion  of  this  mattery 
and  itis  this:  that  the  increase  of  the  naval  power 
of  this  country,  for  tha  last  tan  or  fifteen  years, 
haa  not  kept  pace  with  tha  growth  of  our  mer- 
cantile manne.  Since  1844  the  anatbar  tt  vesaela 
annually  built  has  doubled. 

Tha  increase  of  your  tonnage  haa  been  in  a 
much  greater  ratio.  In  1844  ^e  groes  amount  of 
tonnage  built  was  something  Uke  sixty-four  thou- 
sand tons;  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1853, 
the  amount  of  tonnage  built  waa  three  hundred 
and  fifty-one  thousand  tons;  showing  within  that 
time  an  annual  average  increase  of  something  like 
fiAypar  cantam.  A|^iin,loekatthagroaaaiBO«nt 


oftbeMBtmeeofthifrtMniTry.  For ^le  year  end>- 
ing  J«me,  lw3,  it  was  over  four  milNans  of  tons. 
We  have  not  had  retu ma  for  the  year  ending  June, 
18S3,  tMit,  undoobtedVy,  the  gross  amount  of  ton- 
nage for  diat  year  its  equal  to  four  and  one  half 
mtHions  of  tons. 

Now,  I  'aak  if  yoar  mrral  powtr  in  lit  alt  ade- 
quate to  the  proteetion  of  this  edmmeree?  Iiisa 
wll-icnown  net  that  4he  very  targe  proportion  <>( 
yoar  meraaniitemarfaielk  engagftTin  Tonr  foi^etgn 
trade.  The  vtriae  ttf  that  four  and  a  Inkirmilliona 
of  tonnaes  cannot  be  «bort  of  $900,000,'0e0. 

Well,  Mr.  Chairtmm,  the  meicahtitk  marine  of 
the  coumty  ii  atrongty  tlHked  aad  attached  to  the 
naval  poirar.  It  ia  to'be'lbUHd  on «v«rysea;  end 
wharevcr  it  go«a,  the  firoAetidn  dnd  irympathy 
which  wn  «et»M>ed  to  tt  by  ihettaVa]  powKr  of 
the  country,  whether  ymr'veMel'Of-wilr  be*  large 
one  or  a  small  «De,  is 'Alt  and  arppreeiAed  by  the 
maatar  and  thiraeMMm. 

Sir^an^maKi^t  Bnf^MMMIi  madethis  retnark 
tome  in  reM«nlw  to  this  pMnciple  df  nafal  pro- 
«e<siioa.  fl««aiddiatthtog<MM«eiefMr^fth>p(yW(¥ 
of  the  Sritish  €IOveMMem,«Ml'the  great  cahse  <$f 
the  loyalty  of  ifltigiieh  aiibjccfls,  ««■  this:  thttt  th« 
^tishChtvaramam  stood  ifaadyolwayBand  every- 
where,'wherever  liar  oitnMia  and  their-propeity 
night  be, to  filMact«bem  Mnd  it.  I  i#o«ld  hav« 
our  Government  to  adopt  and  carry  out  themmb 
prineipls,  not  in  (be  apirit  of  h  mKbAMA-;  but  1 
wonU  ftave  oarOowramcHl  Wy  M  the  wMW  «bA 
w4iu€nei  oar  eiciwva  »o,  aitd  tirh«Kv«»  theHr 
property  is  to  be  fltuhd.^Rlhbt^'We  «b  prep(ti«4l 
to  aaaadn'them«H4<hi^i4ghih. 

i  waa  glad,  M^<}b«h«lkn,llb  4war  flMHllakicMh 
■made  bythc  gMiO«BMii>fl«ai  Nmr  Y%*k,'t»rer  Ibk 
way,  (Mr.  Pcckham,]  in  regard  to  the  neceMity 
twhiflh  «rill  "piobhMy  Mtm  VkjpntMMI^  «p6n  ue 
wMi-r*r«raiiekMilMW(ittw.  TbeiitaNofMiyrBv- 
rope  are  now,  or  undoubtedly  soon  wiU  b«,  tflt^ 
f^liadin  «ar.  Wtnn  trill  ht  the  ethM  of  that 
ataloof  tMngar  They  at*  laig*  mttiiithtte  tMWft. 
Our  country  will  feel  the  influence  of  lbe'MI>;tih< 
I  say  to  yoiH  Mr.  ■Otitinmm,ilH»,^t(ili  fconb  of 
tha'oaeawBBa  Milch  aaNawpton  m  tb  brf^pamfor 
e^VMQi  Whic4),%itnbrft'fltttlbt,  KitflftMObVi  tttl(k*pTlu!k. 
We  do  nbt  know  Ae  cOneiruction  whidh  theah 
great  Suropeah  Powers  may  enMrtain.  ao  fares 
the  righia  of  tin  prspnty  cT  aMtrtda  ai«  e<Aik 
eemed.  Andlbttbiit  rawvn.'kh',  IWODld  btpr*- 
pmi  tb  Aeel  any  emelgency  irhich  miiy  occur. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  ^aeatioa  ia  now  on  iM 
ttmandtonM  "Omffva  4>y  tin  fjdMlVllilHi  ^fttrtn  Wit^ 
conain,  [Mr.  Wellb,] 

The  quMtioti  tira*  iakni  aad  Um  •mendment 
waa  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LYON.    I  tmrv«  m  mMihatb  the  Stnatb  ' 
trin  for  th»Ha(tre  bfll.toi  it  keemstb  belt  for^ohb 
conclusion  thkt  it  is  io  pate  without  amen(tm«nt4 
and  this  eaorBe>  if  adopted,  will  save  tha  trouMa 
of  aendingUmbiH  Main  to  the  Sehate. 

Mr.  ITONN.  I  VMe  to  k  point  bf  ordef. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentlemmi  from  Iowa 
win  stai*  his  Mint  «f  onMr. 

Mr.  HfiNN.  ftia, ihmitiavinl'hbwin  onlek' 
to  move  to  substitute  the  Senate  bill  fot  t)ie  Itbusb 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Ch«ir  Mstaink  tha 
point  of  order  raised  by  ttik  mtrtCMMin  fHftm  tbwa. 
I  r  there  are  ho  YfaitliM'  aifienomen  ta  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bilK  the  GWk  wiU  aow  proeeed  to  read 
the  siccwd  eaotion. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  move  that  theeommittetdontftr 
rise  and  repoH  the  bin  to  the  House,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Ilie  bill  hM  not  y«t  been 
readthmagh;  W(d  it  would  not  b«  ht  ottttt  to  adopl 
that  coarse. 

Mr.  ASH£.  Well,  than,  let  it  be  read  thrsngh. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  offer  the  fbHowfAg  tani«ndment: 

fittiUtt,  Thai  each  oTsUd  MtUn  •hall  hit  exceed  llf- 
teeii  kandred  tntn  ranlen. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  that  t  should  pn^ 
eeed  tagive,  in  detail,  any  vwwa  i  nmy  ha*capnn 
the  subjeel.  I  Mtppose  ttie  d*tkrtnlhkth>n  of  tha 
committee  is  to  pass  Ihik  bill  in  the  shape  in  whieh 
it  capac  to  them  from  the  Commitlea  on  Naval 
Afihirs.  i  ofibrthaamendMent,iM'wetM, aimply 
to  indicate  my  views  of  th(  proper  course  and  pol- 
icy to  be  pursukd  in  making  this  increase  of  tha 
Navy. 

If  the  vesMla  ere  oonatraetcd  of  fifteeti  hundred 
tone  burifen,  they  will  aubaerve  all  th*  purposes 
d«ail*dby  th*8a«retaryoftheNavy.  They  wiU 
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carry  from  seven  to  ten  guns,  and  the  cost  of  them 
will  be  from  two  to  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars less  than  If  the  vessels  are  constructed  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  contemplated  In  the  bill.  As  t 
understand  it,  the  vessels  to  be  constructed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  to  be  of  twenty-five 
hundred  tons  burden,  and  they  will  cost  upwards 
of  ^800,000  each,  making  the  six  vessels  cost 
$5,000,000.  If  constructed  according  to  the  pro- 
viso I  have  offered,  they  will  cost  the  Govern- 
ment about  $600,000,  according  to  the  information 
I  have;  and  they  will  answer  every  purpose.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  My  friend  from 
South  Carolina  ought  first  to  give  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill.  I 
object  very  much  to  passing  a  law  to  build  frigates, 
and  then  make  brigs  of  them. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Sloops  rather. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  They  would  not  be  more  than 
brigs.  It  was  a  complaint  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  that  our  frigates  carried  more  than  the 
number  of  guns  which  a  frigate  had  the  right  to 
carry;  that  our  frigates  were  "seventy-fours," 
and  our  "seventy-fours"  one  hundred  and  twenty 
gun  ships.  I  do  not  want  to  take  the  back  track 
in  that  respect,  and  make  our  frigates  brigs — I  was 

foing  to  say  schooners — but  certainly  as  low  as 
rigs. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  My  colleague  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  these  new  steam  propellers  are  intended 
to  carry  fifty  guns.  The  steamers  Princeton  and 
Susquehanna,  the  tonnage  of  which  are  twenty- 
four  hundred  tons,  carry  only  about  nine  guns, 
yet  he  thinks  that  these  new  propellers  of  fifteen 
hundred  tons  may  only  carry  from  seven  to  ten 
guns. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Orr,  it  was  put,  and  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MATTESON.     I  now  oflTer  the  amend- 
'  ment  which  I  oflfered  before,  and  desire  the  Clerk 
to  read  it. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

8sc.  a.  Jind  be  it  furtker  enaded,  That  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  the  passage  of  this  act,  Aill  and  complele  plans, 
map*,  ep«cification)<,  and  estimates  or  the  cost  of  all  such 
steamers  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
sball  be  submitted  to  a  board  of  olficen*  consisting  of  five 
officers  of  ilie  Navy  of  the  erade  of  captain,  and  five  prac- 
tical ship-builders,  to  be  named  and  selected  by  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  such  persons,  witli  tJie  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Bhall  be  denominated  a  Board  of  Construction  ;  and  such 
board  shall  have  power  to  alter,  modify,  or  amend  such 
plans  and  specifications  fn  such  respect  as  it  may  deem  ex- 
pedient and  proper. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  work  to 
be  done,  and  the  materials  to  be  furnished  according  to 
such  plans,  maps,  and  specifications  to  be  approved  of  by 
said  board,  shall  be  contracted  for  in  behalf  of  Uie  United 
States  by  said  Board  of  Construction,  at  a  meeting  to  be 
held  by  said  board,  at  such  place,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
at  such  time  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ^hall  in  his  dis 
cretion  direct.  Public  notice  of  the  times  of  meeting  at  the 
said  place  for  the  reception  of  sealed  proposals  for  entering 
into  cnnlracu  for  any  of  the  said  work,  shall  be  published 
in  at  least  two  public  newspaper*"  having  the  largest  circu- 
lanon  in  the  cities  of  New  Orleans.  Charleston,  Richmond, 
Norfolk,  Wasbmiiton,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Boston,  and  Portland,  at  least  four  weeks  prior  to  the  time 
of  such  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted.  That  before  any  work 
or  materials  shall  be  contracted  for  by  said  Board  of  Con- 
struction, all  pro|)osals  or  contracts  for  work  to  be  done  or 
materials  to  be  lurnished,  ht;rein  authorized,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  following  conditions  and  restrictions  : 

Firtt.  All  such  proposals  shall  bi-  for  a  sum  certain  as 
to  the  price  t^  be  paid  for  each  and  ever>'  kind  of  work,  and 
for  Uie  quality  and  quantiiy  of  every  material  that  shall  be 
furnished. 

Second.  Every  proposal  shall  be  in  writing,  and  shall 
be  sealed  up,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  aflida%'it 
indorsed  thereon  of  each  person  uniting  iu  such  propo- 
sal, ttiat  he  is  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any 
other  proposal  lor  the  same  work  or  materials,  or  any  part 
of  thesajiie;  that  he  has  no  agreement  or  understanding 
with  any  other  person  to  become  iiiicresled  in  any  other 
proixisal  or  contract  lor  the  same  work  or  materials,  or  any 

Earl  tlicreof ;  and  that  no  oilier  person  than  such  as  shall 
e  named  in  the  proposal  is  interested  in  the  same,  or  has 
any  agreement  or  understanding  to  become  interested  in 
any  contract  that  may  be  made  in  pursuance  of  such  pro- 
posal. 

7"Atrd.  No  proposal  for  work  or  material  authorized  by 
this  act  shall  be  received  or  considered,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  accompanied  witli  a  bond  to  the  people  of  the 
tinited  States,  in  such  penalty  as  shall  be  required  by  the 
contracting  board,  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  estimate  of  ihc  cost  of  the  work  proposed  to 
be  done,  and  materials  proposed  lo  be  furnished,  which  bond 
shall  be  signed  by  the  party  making  such  pro|s>sal,  and  two 
responsible  sureties,  with  such  evidence  of  their  respect 
nbiMty  as  the  Board  of  Construction  shall  require,  and 
which  sureliesshall  severally  justify  in  a  sum  equal  to  such 
penally  ;  and  which  bond  shall  be  conditioned,  Hint  if  the 
contract  sliall  be  awarded  to  the  party  making  such  prnpo- 
Ml,  that  he  Of  Uiey  will,  witjiin  ten  dajra  after  aach  sward, 


enter  into  contract  for  the  performance  of  the  work  and  f\ir 
nlshlng  of  the  materials  referred  lo  in  such  proposal,  upon 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  contracting  lioard ;  and,  also, 
the  furlher  condition  that  the  contractor  or  contractors, 
alter  making  such  contract  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  will, 
without  delay,  enter  upon  the  execution  tlie-eof,  and  fullv 
and  iHithftilly  perform  the  ssine,  according  to  the  »itipulu- 
tiiins  contained  therein ;  and,  upon  his  or  their  failure  to 
enter  into  such  cnntrict,  that  the  obligators  in  the  -laid  bond 
will  forfeit  and  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Ciilted  States 
a  sum  equal  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  estimate  of  the  same 
at  the  price  iiaiiieil  in  the  pro|iosiltoii,as  liquidated  damages; 
and,  if  any  breach  sliall  occur  in  thecondilion  of  such  bond, 
the  same  shall  be  handed  over  immediately  in  the  Attorney 
General,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  forihwith 
to  prosecute  the  same,  and,  without  delay,  to  recover  and 
collect  the  liquidated  damages  specified  tn  the  condition 
thereof,  and  all  damagt>s  sustained  by  tile  United  Stales 
by  the  non  i>erformance  of  the  said  contract,  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  the  same  shall  not  be  comprnmiKed,  nor  shall 
tile  prosecution  or  collection  of  Uie  same  be  delayed  orsus- 
iiended  by  any  board  or  otficer.  Upon  the  failure  or  re- 
fusal of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  a  contract  may  be 
awarded  to  enter  into  the  same,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
contracting  board  to  proceed  forthwith  to  relet  the  same  in 
the  manner  required  by  law  ;  or  they  may,  in  their  discre 
tion,  award  such  coniract  to  the  next  lowest  bidder  at  the 
same  letting;  and.  In  case  he  will  not  enter  into  contract 
for  the  same  on  the  terms  required  by  this  act,  the  same 
shall  be  advertised  anew,  and  ue  let  according  to  law. 

Fourth,  No  acceptance  of  a  proposal  or  award  of  a  con- 
tract by  the  said  l}oard,and  no  contract  made  by  the  said 
board,  or  any  interest  in  the  same,  shall  be  assignable  to  any 
person  or  persons;  and  every  agreement  for  any  such  as- 
signment shall  be  absolutely  void,  and  no  payment  for  work 
done  or  materials  furnished  pursuant  to  a  contract,  shall  be 
made  to  any  general  attorney  or  agent  of  the  contracting 
pariy,  but  only  lo  such  party  in  person  or  to  the  agent  of  such 
party  specially  authorized  to  receive  the  particular  payment 
Uien  due. 

h\flh.  In  ever>*  contract  there  shall  be  a  provision  that 
fifteen  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  any  work  done  or  ma- 
terials furnished  at  the  contract  price  thereof,  slinll  be  re 
served  by  the  Board  of  ConstrucUon  until  the  whole  work 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  contract  shall  be  fully  and  en 
tirely  completed. 

Sixth.  Any  other  provision  that  may  l>e  directed  by  the 
said  Board  oj^  Construction,  not  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  calculate  to  insure  ihe  faitht'ul  execution  of 
any  contract,  shall  be  inserted  therein. 

Seventh.  All  contracbi  for  work  or  materials  shall  t>e 
made  with  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  offer  to  do  or 
provide  the  same  at  the  lowest  price,  with  adequate  secu- 
rity for  their  performance. 

Eighth.  All  proposals  for  work  or  materials  shall  be  pub- 
licly opened  and  read  by  the  Board  of  ConstrucUon,  and 
shall  be  marked  by  one  of  them  as  having  been  received 
and  so  read,  specifying  the  time,  and  shall  be  copied  at 
large  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
original,  within  ttlirty  days,  be  filed  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Sac.  5.  ..^nd  be  it  furlher  enacted.  That  no  officer  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
any  contract;  and  every  such  contract  in  which  any  such 
person  may  be  or  become  thus  interested  shall  be  void  and 
declared  forieited  by  the  Board  of  Construction  on  discov- 
ery of  the  fact;  and  every  person  becoming  so  interested 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Before  the  reading  of  the  amendment  was  com- 
pleted, 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  amendment  commences  with  section  three, 
and  I  submit  that  the  only  point  where  it  can  come 
in  is  after  the  second  section.  The  second  section 
has  not  been  read ,  and  therefore  the  amendment  is 
not  now  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  for  the  committee, 
and  not  for  the  Chair,  to  decide  at  what  point  the 
amendment  shall  come  in  as  an  independent  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  rise  to  another  question 
of  order.  The  amendment  consists  of  two  or  three 
sections.  Under  our  rules,  we  can  have  but  one 
section  of  a  bill  under  consideration  at  a  lime  in 
committee,  and  I  submit,  therefore,  that  it  ia  not 
in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania.     

Mr.  MATTESON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose  to 
strike  out  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  the  words: 
"said  vessels  and  machinery  to  be  built  by  con-  ■ 
tract,  or  in  the  Government  navy-yards,  as  the  Sec-  ! 
retary  of  the  Navy  may  think  most  advisable  for  i 
thepublic  interest, "and  to  insert  in  their  stead  what 
has  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  The  bill  under  consid- 
eration leaves  the  whole  matter  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  his  discretion 
alone.  While  I  do  not  question  his  character  in  any 
respect,  both  for  ability  and  integrity ,  yet  I  submit  ' 
to  the  committee  whether  it  is  not  better  to  leave 
the  discretion  with  five  officersof  thegrsde  of  cap-  i 
tain  in  the  Navy,  and  five  practical  ship-builders.  | 
We  all  know  that  there  is  a  very  deep  impression 
on  the  public  mind  that  ships  can  be  quite  as  well 
and  much  cheaper  built  at  private  ship-yards  than 
they  are  at  the  Government  navy-yartis.     That, 
I  say,  is  the  general  impression.    I  have  been  in- 


tioa    , 


formed  by  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor  from  the 
East,  that  ships  are  much  cheaper  and  better  built 
there  by  private  enterprise  than  at  the  nuvy-yarda 
of  the  Government. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt] 
stated  that  almost  everything  entering  into  the 
cnnstruction  of  a  ship  was  now  provided  for  by 
contract.  The  Inst  three  sections  of  my  oinenil- 
ment  throw  additional  guards  around  the  purchase 
that  msy  be  made.  Is  it  not  better  that  Ihe  dis- 
cretion which  ia  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  given 
to  a  single  individual,  should  be  left  with  naval 
officers  and  expert  mechanics .'  The  President  is 
allowed  by  the  amendments  1  offer,  the  selection 
of  the  ship-builders,  and  would  no  doubt  select 
men  of  character  and  competency.  Will  yon  not 
have  better  work.'  Will  you  not  reconcile  the 
two  interests,  the  naval  interest  on  the  one  sid* 
and  the  ship-building  on  the  other,  which  are  now 
at  loggerheads  ?  All  these,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be 
accomplished  if  the  amendment  be  adopted. 

I  see  nothing  inconsistent  in  my  prot^ositlon 
with  the  construction  of  tharsteamers  at  the  Gor 
ernment  navy-yards  if  the  Board  of  Cnnstructioa 
I  propose  shall  be  appointed.  Yesterday  the 
tinguished  and  venerable  member  from  Miss 
[Mr.  Benton]  seemed  to  thiirk  that  it  would 
useless  proceeding  to  let  out  the  buildingof  ship* 
when  we  had  our  own  navy-yards.  That  at- 
pendsupon  the  question  whether  we  can  construct 
vessels  for  the  Navy  cheaper  and  better  by  eoi>- 
tract  with  the  mechanics  and  shin-building  inter- 
ests of  the  country  than  by  the  Navy  Deportmenl 
alone.'  But  my  amendments  do  not  preclude  the 
use  of  the  navy-yards  if  the  Board  of  Construc- 
tion should  deem  it  advisable.*  It  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  much  more  satisfactory  to  the  country  that 
the  discretion  in  this  matter  shall  be  left  to  the 
naval  officers  and  the  mechanics  proposed  by 
than  to  the  head  of  the  Department  alone. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  am  opposed  to 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  for 
reasons  which  I  will  proceed  lo  state  as  briefly  aa 
possible,  because  I  think  the  committee  has  been 
unnecessarily  detained  in  the  consideration  of  ibi* 
bill. 

There  is  every  provision  now  in  the  orsani: 
tion  of  the  Navy  Department  that  is  provided  I 
in  the  gentleman's  amendment.  The  Chief 
the  Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment, and 
pair,  is  a  skillful  naval  architect,  of  unquestional 
talent  and  extended  experience  in  his  professii 
Besides  this,  there  are  five  naval  conslructoi 
who  are  experienced  ship-carpenters,  and  an  Engi- 
neerin  Chief  of  the  Navy,  with  a  reputation  unex- 
celled by  that  of  any  one  in  that  profession  of 
mechanic  arts.  To  give  additionol  means  of  succi 
in  building  and  droughting  war  steamers,  Mr.Coj 
land,  the  gentleman  who,  1  understand,  draogh 
and  superintended  the  building  of  the  engines 
the  Collins  line  of  steamers,  is  now  connected  wii 
i  the  Nary  Department  as  consulting  engin 
Then  there  ore  captains  in  the  Navy  at  the  ' 
of  the  different  bureaus,  who  have  had  muc( 
p'erience  in  the  building  and  providing  the  a 
ment  for  vessels-of-war,  who  can  and  doubi 
will,  be  consulted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  " 
While  I  have  no  authority  for  saying  so,  yet 
impression  is  that  it  is  not  likely,  therefore, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will,  upon  his 
limited  experience  and  observation,  take  d] 
himself  the  entire  responsibility  of  ordering 
building  of  these  vessels  without  the  prelimii 
ries  usual  and  proper  upon  all  such  occasions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  urged  the  rii 
sity  of  building  these  vessels,  and  does  so  frot 
patriotic  impulse.     He  has  the  honor  of  his 
try's  flag  at  heart,  and  desires,  as  he  says 
recent  able  report,  to  protect  Amerirjtn  commi 
upon  the  seas  of  the  world,  ond  our  citizens  whi 
ever  inclination  or  business  may  lend  them, 
relation  to  the  increase  of  the  Navy,  he  eloqa 
says: 

"The  resullormy  investigation  of  this  subject  iaa  de 
conviction  that  the  maintenance  of  our  proper  and  «l« 
rank  among  the  great  Powers  of  the  world ;  the  just  i 
lion  ofour  wide- spread  and  growing  conimerce:  iherf 
of  our  thousands  of  miles  of  coast  alone  the  Allan 
Pacific  oceans,  l^  lakes,  and  the  (fulf  of  Melt' 
recent  marked  improvements  in  the  art  of  naval  a 
ure  adopted  by  other  nations — all  unile  in  demon* 
the  |M>licy,  the  neeessily,  of  an  increase  of  ihe  Navy, 
true,  indeed,  oiir  policy  is  peace.     No  lust  of  doniiliii 
spirit  of  agsressinn,  marks  out  our  course.     t:)ur  na 
mission  is,  liy  the  moral  force  of  example  to  illn^tr 
blessings  of  liberty  and  peace,  civilization,  and  relig' 
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'^  Bui  the  reasonable  inquiry  \9,  can  peace  be  best  main- 
tained by  ttie  extiibiiion  ur  compnrarive  weakness,  nr  by  a 
display  of  stren|tb  and  a  preparation  which,  while  It  (n- 
*U»  not «  ooaflici,  at  least  defies  assaalls  ?  Wbat  are  tbe 
objects  of  a  navy — whMi  tlie  considerations  to  guide  us  to  a 
correct  conclusion  as  to  the  size  and  character  of  the  naval 
force  of  a  Republic  situated  leeosraphically  and  politically 
•a  the  United  Mutes?  Do  not  wisdom  and  prudence  ad- 
msaisb  the  careful  statesman,  in  his  calculations  fur  the 
lutare,  while  be  likes  thought  of  the  comaierce,  the  rights, 
the  cnasi  to  be  protected  bv  Ibis  right  arm  of  defense,  at  the 
same  time  not  to  be  nnrnfodful  of  the  comparative  Ibrce, 
elRcieiicy,  and  character  of  the  navirs  of  the  great  Powers 
with  whom,  with  all  our  cherished  love  of  peace,  w«  may 
bave  to  contend  ?  J  s  it  the  suggestion  of  a  sound  discretion 
to  rely  exclusively  upon  the  sudden  preparation  of  a  patri- 
otic people,  when  the  perilous  emergency  starts  up  before 
them,  and  shut  nur  eyes  witti  quiet  composure  lo  our  real 
condition  ?  Or  is  it  wiser  to  make  ihe  preparation  which 
a  eonsidcnue  ulance  at  the  true  stale  of  facts  shall  persuade 
us  is  essential  to  nur  aeoarity  ?" 

So  far  a*  the  propriety  of  the  gentleman's 
•metidmuit  in  rdation  to  the  contiw^  eyitem  foes, 
that  has  been  pretty  fully  discussed,  and  little 
more  need  be  said,  1  apprehend,  upon  that  point. 
£rery  investi^tion  into  its  propriety  for  Tcsaela-of- 
-war,  has  led  to  its  abanoonment.  When  foar 
•teamers  (the  Powhatan,  Susquehanna,  Saranac, 
and  San  Jacinto)  w««  ordered  to  be  built  during 
Mr.  Pnlk'a  administration,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Kaval  Board,  who  were  ordered  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
building  those  vessels  by  contract,  were  indorsed 
aa  follows: 

"  In  the  present  state  of  tbe  serrice,  T  do  not  think  it 
will  be  for  the  public  interest  to  construct  either  of  the  slearo- 
era  anthorized  by  Congress  for  the  Navy,  by  contract,  and 
I  ace  no  reason,  therefore,  to  exercise  the  authority  men- 
tioned above.  JAMBS  K.  POLK. 

"  WiSHiKOTOir,  JiinaSI,  1847.'- 

It  is  well  known  to  all  who  pay  attention  to  these 
matters,  that  both  the  British  and  French  Govern- 
nents  have  latterly  from  time  to  time,  either  from 
press  of  work  or  the  cry  of  economy,  tried  the 
contract  system  for  building  shipa-of-war.  In  the 
reports  of  the  British  Parliament,  for  exaniple, 
that  of  1815  on  the  Navy,  it  is  staled  by  Mr.  Sep- 
pings  how  inferior  all  the  contract  ships  were,  to 
those  built  in  the  dock-yards.  It  was  not  denied, 
to  the  examination  referred  to  by  him,  and  the 
witnesses  who  were  interested  in  the  issue,  said 
they  did  allthey  agrud  lo,  and  all  tluy  thought  teas 
neetssary.  The  worst  inateriala  were  put  in,  and 
the  least  possible  fastenings,  and  it  was  found 
that  where  long  bolts  should  have  been  used,  they 
were  only  eight  or  nine  inches  long.  Those  who 
risked  their  lires  in  these  ships  cafled  these  short 
l»olt8  "devils."- 

Upon  the  subject  of  shipsH>f-war  built  by  con- 
tract, the  reports  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  debate  of  9lh  May,  1848,  shows  the 
result  of  eight  years'  observation  on  that  subject: 
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£3,431  £3J71 

Dllftreaee  in  Aver  of  Oovemnent-bulll  veasela,  £M0 
per  year. 

In  France,  the  reports  of  the  Chamber  of  Dep- 
titles  show  the  same  results.  In  the  report  of  tne 
Committee  of  the  Navy,  which  sat  from  1849  to 
1852,  it  is  repeatedly  staled  that  several,  and,  in- 
deed, all  the  vessels  built  by  contract  had  imme- 
diatdy  to  undergo  a  heavy  repair  to  strengthen 
them.  A  committee,  raised  i:pon  the  subject  of 
building  ships-of-war,  althoush  of  the  most  radi- 
cal kind,  made  no  recommendation  to  build  ships 
by  contract.  I  have  previously  referred  briefly 
to  our  own  experience  in  this  matter.  Why, sir, 
a  merchant  ship  req^uires  but  little  extra  strength, 
beyond  that  to  resist  the  sea,  or  perhaps  to  get 
insurance.  A  ship-of-war  must  be  strong  enough 
to  stand  the  jar  of  firing  her  own  guns,  and  tb 
receive  the  shot  of  an  enemy.    Besides,  sir,  it  is 
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not  true  that  our  ships-of-war  are  not  fast  sailers. 
Why,asiogIe  instance  may  be  referred  to,  to  prove 
otherwise.  It  is  but  a  few  weeks  ago  1  read  in 
the  newspapers  (and  that,  we  all  Know,  is  a 
proper  source  to  be  informed  of  the  truth)  that 
oneofour  best-bu  ilt  ships-of-war,  the  Portsmouth, 
"held  her  own"  with  a  clipper  ship.  Ours,  a 
strong,  live-oak,  copper-fastened  ship,  now  ei^ht 
or  ten  years  old,  equaling  the  speed  of  a  new  clip- 
per, built  of  chestnut.  Grand  Island  oak,  and  yel- 
low pine,  which,  being  so  light,  will,  in  two  or 
three  years,  perhaps,  be  shaken  to  pieces.  Thts 
is  really  something  to  be  proud  of.  But  to  return 
to  the  Department  and  its  aUaeltts. 

Now,  sir,  as  1  have  said,  and  1  believe,  there  are 
no  abler  or  more  experienced  men  in  the  line  of 
their  profession  than  the  men  connected  with' the 
Engineers  and  Construction  Bureaus  of'the  Navy 
Department;  but,  in  saying  this,  sir,  I  do  not 
intend  to  detract  from  the  genius  or  skill  of  any 
American  mechanic.  I  am  very  willing  to  admit, 
with  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wai.sh,] 
that  George  Steers — and  I  am  proud  of  his  merited 
success— the  builderof  the  yacht  America,achieved 
a  great  victory  in  England.  I  do  not  desire  to 
pluck  the  laurels  from  his  brow.  1  am  very  will- 
ing to  believe  that,  if  he  was  connected  with  the 
Construction  Department,  the  Government  would 
derive  much  benefit  from  his  experience  and  ability. 
But  while  I  will  not  detract  from  the  character 
that  George  Steers  has  won  as  an  American  me- 
chanic, 1  will  not  stand  upon  this  floor  and  per- 
mit, even  by  implication,  as  the  adoption  of  the 
gentleman's  amendment  would,  I  fear,  that  John 
Lenthall's  character,  kb  a  skiliful  constructor  and 
naval  architect,  is  less  entitled  to  our  consideration 
and  confidence.  He,  too,  is  an  American  me- 
chanic of  genius  and  skill.  I  know  him  intimately, 
and  I'am  proud  to  speak  of  his  mechanical  char- 
acter, and  award  him  well-earned  fame.  He  de- 
serves to  occupy  aproad  position  among  American 
mechanics,  i  refer,  sir,  to,  and  have  named,  tbe 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment, 
and  Repair.  And  so  with  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr. 
Copeland,  the  chief  and  consulting  officer  of  the 
Engineer  Department.  They  are  luso  at  the  head 
of  their  interesting  and  scientific  art,  whether  me- 
chanical in  the  construction  of  the  engines,  or 
professional  in  the  application  of  steam  as  a  means 
of  propulsion  of  vessels-of-war.  The  gentlemen 
at  the  nead  of  the  Bureaus  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, who  have  been  denominated  in  this  debate 
as  of  a  by-gone  age — I  was  going  to  say  "  Old 
Fogies,"  but  I  do  not  like  to  use  the  words — are 
entitled  to  our  admiration  and  respect.  In  the 
darkest  hour  of  our  country's  peril,  these  '*old 
captains"  braved  danger, and  defended  their  coun- 
try's starry  banner  in  tbe  thickest  of  tbe  assaults 
of  our  enemies.  They  are  brave  men,  who  never 
flinched  when  their  services  were  needed. 

I  vii'idly  recollect,  that  in  first  reading  the  his- 
tory of  the  war  of  1812  how  iTiy  heart  yearned 
towards  our  brave  officers  and  gallant  tars;  how 
I  bave  been  inspirited  with  the  recollection  of  the 
contest  fbr  "  free  trade  and  sailor's  rights;"  and 
I  recollect  that  the  glorious  achievements  by  our 
Navy  inspirited  the  American  arms  everywhere. 
Why,  tit.  Chairman,  the  history  of  "the  last 
war,"  as  it  was  called,  is  familiar,  I  am  sure,  to 
all  of  us.  We  were  unprepared  at  its  commence- 
ment, as  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Comm  ittee  said , 
io  his  very  eloquent  opening  speech.  Millions  of 
dollars  were  lost  to  the  country  in  consequence, 
from  spoliations  upon  our  commerce.  Th«  nation 
was  divided  upon  tne  questioh  of  the  war.  The  en- 
emy's  fleets  were  hovering  all  around  us.  The  naval 
victories  achieved  by  our  brave  officers  and  gallant 
tars  broke  the  spell,  and  we  bounded  to  life,  lib- 
erty, and  happiness  again.  The  proud  mistress 
of  the  seas  had  been  humbled,  and  the  star-spangled 
banner  of  freedom  floated  in  victory,  Mr.  Mad- 
ison 's  ad  ministration  acquired  strength ,  his  friends 
confidence,  and  the  Army  and  Navy  were  given  as- 
surance of  victory  and  fame.  Our  cities  and  towns 
blazed  with  illuminations,  bonfires  were  lighted  on 
every  hill  top 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  thegentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  May~ 
TEaoN,!  by  striking  out  tha  words  "aodSccretarjr 
of  the  Navy." 

Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  laugh  at  the  ide» 
of  striking  out  the  words  "Secretary  of  the- 
Navy,"  and  leaving  that  officer  out  of  this  Board 
of  Construction.  I  do  not  think  that  those  gen- 
tlemen, if  they  were  desirous  of  building  fivs 
sloops,  which  would  re<|airean  appropriatioa  oT 
$500,000,  would  place  it  ia  the  hands  of  a  man 
who  does  not  know  a  sloop  from  a  yawl-boat. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  a  very  worthy  and 
talented  man,  no  doubt,  but  1  do  not  believe  that 
he  is  competent  for  his  business,  particularly  that 
of  building  these  steamers.  From  the  official  re* 
gister,  piibtished  under  his  authority,  it  seems 
that  the  United  States  Navy,  exclusive  of  store* 
ships,  and  one  vessel  on  tbe  stocks  at  Lake  Ontario, 
consists  of  sixty-two  vessels  of  all  sizes,  carrying 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one  guns. 
Of  this  number  the  official  record  states  that  seven 
hundred  and  two  guns  are  at  sea,  while  twelve 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  guas  are  lying  idle  and 
rusting,  and  the  ships  are  rotting  in  the  navy- 
yards. 

The  Secretary  has  been  in  office  but  a  year,  and 
he  now  comes  and  asks  for  six  war  steamers.  I 
am  willing  to  grant  these  six  steamers  by  my  vote, 
but  I  am  unwilling  to  place  them  entirely  in  his 
hands.  We  have  nine  ships-of-the-line,  and  not 
one  of  them  is  at  sea.  Three  of  them  are  now 
used  as  receiving  ships,  threearein  ordinary,and 
three  on  the  stocks.  Eight  hundred  guns  are  thus 
lying  useless.  Of  the  thirteen  frigates  belonging 
to  our  Navy,  seven  of  them  are  lying  at  ourdocK 
yards,  five  are  in  ordinary,  and  two  are  on  the 
stocks.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  guns  are  her* 
lyinguseless.  We  have  three  noops-of-war  lying 
idle,  having  sixty-two  guns,  and  one  frigate,  of 
four  guns;  three  steamers,  of  sixty-seven  guns,  in 
the  same  condition:  showing  the  sum  total  of  on* 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  guns  lying 
useless;  while  the  ships  are  rotting  at  the  dock- 
yards. And  yet,  under  this  state  of  things,  this 
Dill  proposes  to  give  entire  power  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  for  the  construction  of  these  steamers. 
I  am  opposed  to  giving  it  to  him,  and  I  am  in 
favor  or  establishing  a  bureau,  as  my  eolleagus 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Matteson]  has  proposM. 

I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,"  because  I  think  that  the  remainder  of  tha 
board  can  do  a  good  deal  better  without  him.  If 
my  amendment  does  not  prevail,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  bill  presented  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  I  should  have  preferred 
if  he  had  made  the  number  of  steamers  twelve  in- 
stead of  six.  I  will  vote  for  six,  and  I  will  vote 
for  that  number  when  the  Senate  bill  comes  in; 
but  I  am  opposed  to  conferring  so  much  discre- 
tionary power  over  the  matter  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  I  would  be  glad  if  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  would  offer  an 
amendment  to  meet  the  case,  and  I  would  will- 
ingly vote  for  it. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Whbbleb]  as  being  loo 
short,  and  the  amendment  of  my  other 'eolteagoa 
[Mr.  Matteson]  as  being  too  long. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Whkbl- 
er's  amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  npon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Mattesok,]  it  was  put,  and  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  was  then  read, 
as  follows: 

".tnihettfuHktr  tnaettd.  That  there  be,  and  is  bereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direciioa  of  tbe  Sec- 
retin of  Ihe  Navy ,  for  the  purpose  above  spedfled,  and  for 
alienng,  completing,  and  lannching  tbe  IMjpitea  8anteei>at 
Klueiy,  and  Sabine,  at  New  Xorfc,  lbs  niBi  of  «3,No3w, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


rrrr 


^Mm!MMiJ(idM'^ 


TTT^ 


Aprils, 


oni  nf  nnv  money  in  the  Treamirjr  »otmh«lwtw  •ppropri- 
ai«i."     '  ' 

Mr.McMOLLFN.  1  offer  the  following  amend-  [ 
mem: 

Be  it  further  en<'ctoI.  *riiat  Ilie  proc«*C(l«  of  Ihn  public  ; 
}nni\f  shall  he  hr-  '  tor,  ninl  appropriated  to,  llie  ' 

COfti  ot*  buildiDu'  ,'itl  equippiiiff  llie  ttninR. 

*itid  hn  U  t'url '■  ,    Itiat  Ihi;  aonlinl  procefdi  of' 

the  public  Intld:*  •'Iiall  be  ;ippri>priattit  In  ri-'painl  nf  ttaid 
Tewelti,aiiri  the  support  of  tll<:  Navy  nf  the  tJniled  States. 

Mr.  DH;.\N.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The s»n'lera«n  from  New 
York  will  stale  his  point  of  order.  ' 

Mr.  DEAN.  The  point  of  order  is,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  not  germane  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  We  will  have  to  pay,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  the  building  of  these  vesaels,  and  I 

K resume  it  ia  not  inappropriate  for  us  to  declare 
ow  the  expense  of  building  them  is  to  be  defrayed. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  well  taken;  and  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ia 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Vir-  ' 
ginia  offers  an  amendment,  which  has  just  been 
read,  and  a  question  of  order  is  raised  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  that  the  amendment  is 
not  germane.  The  Chair  sustains  that  question 
of  order,  and  from  that  decision  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  appeals.  | 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  suppose  debate  is  not  in  . 
order;  is  it?  ! 

The  CHAIRMAN.   No:  debate  is  notin  order. 
Mr.   STANTON,  of  Kentucky.     Before  the 
vote  be  taken,  I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
Chair. 
Several  Members.     Order;  question. 
The  CHAIRMAN.     The  inquiry  of  the  gen- 
tleman may  be  pertinent  to  the  question.     He  will 
therefore  state  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  STANTON.  If  the  House  determine  to 
build  ships  and  pay  for  them,  has  not  the  House 
the  power  to  say  where  the  money  for  dtfaying 
the  expense  of  them  is  to  come  from .' 

Several  Members.  That  is  an  argument. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  inquiry  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  being  in  the  nature  of  an 
argument,  is  not  in  order.  The  question  is,  "  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Choir  stand  as  the  Judgment  of 
the  committee ?" 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  decision 
of  the  Choir  was  sustained. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  moTe  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
House. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  Mr.  Jones, 
of  Tennessee,  having  resumed  the  chair  as  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  had  ! 
had  underconaideration  ihestateoftheUniongen-  | 
erally,  and  particularly,  by  special  order  of  the  ; 
House,  House  bill  No.  .52,  and  had  directed  him  ] 
to  report  the  same  to  the  House  without  amend-  i 
ment. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  the  previous  question  , 
on  that  bill.  The  previous  question  was  seconded,  ! 
and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put.  I 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER.  I 

Mr.   EASTMAN.      I   move   that  when   this 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  \ 
next.  I 

Mr.  ELLISON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion.  | 

The  yens  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to.  ' 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

[Cries  of  "  No !  "  "  No  I  "  and  "  Let  ua  pass 
the  bill." 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
put,  and  decided  in  the  afRrmative. 

The  bill  being  engrossed,  it  was  subsequently 
read  a  third  time. 


Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  being,  "Shallthebill  pass?" 
it  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
113,  nays  43;  as  follows: 

YI'AS— Mcssra.   Aiktn,  Willia  Allen,  Applplon,  A«he, 
David  J    Railey,  naiikx,   Barry,  Belcher,  IJell,   Renaon, 
Blina,   Bocock,   Uugx,   C'arpeiner,    Coxkie,  Cliatnborlaiii, 
Cliaiiilicr,  Clia.'^tain,  Cliiigiuaii,  Cook,  Corwin,  Cuuiuuii^,  ' 
Dean,  Drril,  Dick,  Dnwdi'll,  Dunbar,  Rildy,  RJIiioii,  Glhe 
ridjje,  Everlliirt,  Farley,  Kmilkner,  Florence,  Fuller,  (;i>nde, 
Gi)fKlrleh,  Grey,  Wiley  P.  Ilarr)!<,  Harri«on,  Ilu.tliri|r,i,  Ha-  j 
ven,  llililiiird,  Hnu^tmi,  Howe,  Hunl,  lnger»oll,  J.  Clancy 
Jnne^,  Roland  Jone«,  Kerr,  Kidwell,   Ktilredge,  t.aili;tni,  i 
Lilly,  I-yon,  MeCulloch,  MacdonnUl.  Maxwell,  May,  .Mill-  ' 
son,  Morrii'on,  Murray,  Pucker.  Peck,  Pecklinin,  Penning- 
ton, Hi.slnip  Perktii»,  John  Perkins,  Pliillipn,  Powell,  Pratt, 
Prei*ton,  Priogle,  Puryear,  Kiddle,  Davnl  ttilchie.  Bobbin:;, 
Rulfin,  Ituasell,  Sabin,  rteward,  tfeynioiir,  Shaw,  SinRle- 
ton,  SiiinUet  A.  Srnilh,  William  811111I),  Williatii  R.  Smith, 
Georse  W.  .SrnyUl,  Fredenck  P.  Stanton,  Kieliard  H.  Stan- 
Ion,  (lestor  L.  Elevens,  Suauli,  David  tjtuart,  Jolin  J. 'Pay 
lor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor, 'I'llilrston,  'I'raey, 
'I'rout,  Tweed,  L'pliain,  Vail,  Vani^ant.  Walker,  WaUli, 
Israel  \Va!'llburn,TBppan  Wentwortli,  We^tlirook,  Wheel- 
er, Daniel  II.  Wright,  lltildfiek  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicoflcr 
—  113. 

j^.-VVS — Messrs.  Abereronibie,  James  C.  Allen,  Bennett, 
Reiiton,  Boyce,  Campbell,  Carulliers,  Clirisnian,  Cobb, 
Cox.Curtis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  EaMinan,  Edgerlon, 
Feiiton,  Flagler,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Hendricks,  Henn, 
Hill,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  Knox,  l.ane, 
Lindley,MeMullin,  Mncy,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 
Nichols,  Ulds,  .Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr, Parker,  Iteady, Tlios. 
Ktlehey,  Sapp,  Wade,  EUibu  U.  Washburne,  and  Wells 
— 13. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Pending  the  yeas  and  nays — 

Mr.  ENGLISH  asked  leave  to  record  his  rote, 
he  not  being  in  the  Hall  when  his  name  was 
called. 

Leave  was  refused,  and  he  therefore  gave  notice 
that,  had  he  been  permitted  to  vote,  he  should  have 
voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MATTESON  also  gave  notice  that  he 
should  have  voted  in  the  negative,  but  that  he 
had  paired  of  with  Mr.  Ashe. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  I  have  made  several 
ineffectual  motions  to  go  to  the  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  in  order  to  refer  several  bills, 
which  should  have  been  referred  long  since.  For 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  that  object,  1  move 
that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  It 
is  that 

The  SPEAKER.  There  can  be  no  question  of 
order  in  order  at  this  time, asamotion  to  adjourn 
lakes  precedence  of  all  other  motions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dean's 
motion,  atfd  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly,  at  three  o'clock  and 
thirty  minutes,  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  .ipril  3,  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Henht  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 
I-XECUTIYE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  (enipore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for 
information  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  David  Car- 
ter, a  Cherokee  Indian;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  rts- 
olutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Mexico,  re- 
specting additional  mail  facilities;  which  were 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico,  asking  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  finish  certain  public  buildings  in 
that  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 


Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislalure  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico,  praying  an  appropriation 
for  the  preservation  of  the  archives  of  thai  Terri- 
tory; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories, 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
Mexico,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  titles  to 
land  tiniler  grants  from  the  Mexican  Government; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  resolutions 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  town  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  post  route  between 
Fort  Madison  and  Keosauqua,  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  and  between  Furl  Madison  and 
Farminglon,  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa;  which 
were  relerretl  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poai  Offiet 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Apple 
Grove  to  VViniersett,  in  Iowa;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis 
Humbert,  praying  an  increase  of  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SU.VINER  presented  a  remonstrance, signed 
by  legal  voters  of^  Filchburg,  Worcester  county, 
Massachusetts,  and  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the 
Stale  of  Indiana,  against  the  passage  by  Congress 
of  any  act  which  shall  infringe  or  impair  the  pro- 
vision whereby  in  all  that  part  of  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  north  of  360  30",  slavery  was  for- 
ever prohibited ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  remonstrating  asainsi  the  passage 
of  any  act  for  the  organization  of  Nebraska,  which 
will  permit  slavery  in  the  Territory,  from  which 
it  was  excluded  by  the  Mis.souri  compromise; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  presenled  the  peti- 
tion of  Frances  Depriest,  widow  of  John  Depriest, 
a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain ,  pray- 
ing bounty  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  printed  document* 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  Eastern  Cherokee*, 
lor  an  additional  per  capita  due  them  under  the 
treaties  of  1835,  1836,  and  1846;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfTaira. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  o(  citizene  of 
Jefferson  county ,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  meas- 
ures may  be  taken  to  secure  rehgtous  liberty  lo 
American  citizens  residing  or  traveling  in  forei^ 
countries:  which  was  referred  to  theCommiUecoa 
Foreign  Relations. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro lempore  presenled  a  mc- 
raoriol  of  the  Legisloture  of  New  Mexico,  pray- 
ing the  reeatablishmenl  of  the  military  post  al 
Fort  Atkinson;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Vtm 
Mexico,  praying  the  establishment  of  Artesiao 
wells  on  the  Jornada  del  Miierto;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislalure  of  New 
Mexico,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  lo 
protect  the  inhabitants  of  that  Territory  from  In- 
dian depredations;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
;  millee  on  Territories. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Netr 
Mexico,  praying  a  geological  and  minernlogical 
I  survey  ol^  that  Territory;  which  was  referred   to 
i  the  Committee  on  Territories. 
j       Also,  a  memorial  of  ihe  Legislature  of  New 
j  Mexico,  praying  the  construction  of  a  wagon- 
road  from  Santa  Fc  to  Don  Fernandez,  in  ifa 
Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commi 
on  Territories. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEBS. 
Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mill 
tary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  o: 
Lieutenant  S.  L.  Fremont, praying  to  be  restore* 
to  the  position  formerly  held  by  him  in  the  (iuar 
termaster's  Department,  submitted  an  adverse  r« 
port  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
Mr.  STUART.  The  Committee  on  Puf 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  s 
Cadwallnder  Wallace,  praying  compensation  ft 
certain  Virginia  military  bounty  land  warrant* 
the  lands  appropriated  for  SHiisfying  auch 
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rmnu  haviof  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  hare 
directed  me  to  report  aoTeraely  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner.  This  claim  has  been  reported  upon 
fikrorably  several  times.  I  wonM  call  (he  aiterw 
tion  of  the  Senators  from  Ohio  to  the  fiust.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  take  any  interest  in  it  or 
sot.  The  committee  at  the  present  aeasion  have 
eonsidercd  the  subject  very  carefully,  and  com- 
municaied  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genenll 
Land  Office  upon  it,  and  have  come,  I  believe, 
unanimously  to  the  conclusion  that  no  special  le- 
gislalion  is  proper  in  the  case,  and  that  all  the  rem- 
•dy  to  wWeb  the  petitioner  is  entitled  can  be  had 
under  the  general  law  of  Congress  which  author- 
izes him  to  locate  a  quaniity.of  land  anywhere, 
where  it  i*  subjcel  to  sale  at  the  minimum  price, 
eqaal  to  the  amount  of  bis  Virginia  bounty  land 
warrant.   .  1  ask  that  the  report  may  be  printed. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  ask  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Joseph  Clymer,  of  Mis- 
■ouri.  No  report  has  been  mode  upon  this  claims 
but  it  is  the  desire  of  the  petitioner  to  withdravl 
his  papers,  and  present  them  to  the  proper  De- 
partment. I  move  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  their  farther  consideration,  and  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
and  papers. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  prayln?  an  in- 
crease of  the  pension  of  Lyman  Badger,  suomittcd 
an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PE.\RCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam D.  Merrick,  and  Benjamin  C.  Howard, 
agents  of  tht  Slate  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  to  direct  a  reSxamina- 
tioo  of  the  account  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Maryland;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
firwin,  representative  of  Daniel  Greathouse,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Erwin,  of  Arkansas,  and  others; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from'the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  C.  Nye,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  violation  of  a  contract  bj  the  Post 
Office  Department,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

'  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee 
on  Miliiarjr  AfiairSf  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  A.  O.  Bennett,  a  paymaster  in  the  United 
States  Army,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  his  lia- 
bility for  money  lost  or  stolen  while  in  his  pos- 
session, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  panseo  to  a 
second  reading..  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Catherine  B.  Arnold,  widow  of  the  late 
Major  Ripley  A.  Arnold,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

PAPER  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Oritrtd,  That  tbe  petlUaa  of  the  heinaf  WMDsa  Fiast 
be  withdrawn  IWiin  the  file*  at  Itar  Bensu,  sod  raAiTe4  to 
Un  Comialnce  oa  Envoluiioaary  Clsim*. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  MASON, In  pursuance  of  previous  notiee, 
asked  and  obtained^  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
liquidating  and  pacing  certain  claims  of  the  State 
of  Virginia;"  which  waajtad  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Cktims. 

DOCK  ABO  RAILWATI  AT  PBR8AC0LA. 

Mr.  iiORTON  aabMiMd.  iha  fsUawioc  <«Mi»- 


lion;  which  was  eonsidered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

RenhtA^  TlMt  Ihft  Seoretsry  nt  the  Nnvy  h«  requited 
iniiiibnnihe  Semle wh>l auouni hu been  ptld  inthe  eon- 
tfaotiv*i  Gilbert  fc  Swor,  and  what  amniiiu  ia  yet  duo  to 
raid  contractor*,  nn  accniinl  nf  the  flnalinp  balance  dock, 
liaein,  and  mttnray*  at  the  navy-jrard,  Penncola,  and 
wbellierlJiaaaiddnck,  baajn.  and  railways  have  bven  com- 
pleted according  lo  eontroci,  ajid  accepted  by  the  Uiiiiad 
Stfttea;  what  \*  the  present  cnnditiOB  of  waid  dock,  baKin, 
and  railways ;  whetit^r  any  of  the  utipulatlona  ot  the  con 
tract  have  been  dirpenaed  wllh,  and  if  an,  what  were  the 
•lipiilatinnfl  eo  dijtpenifed  with,  and  the  rKSMOna  Itwrrefors 
and  tliat  lie  be  requeated  to  cooimnnicate  to  the  Sennte 
copies  of  all  reportK  of  the  (;nmnii<«ionen)  that  have  been 
appointed  to  examine  the  itaid  dock,  bniJin,  and  railways; 
and  alao  a  copy  of  the  contract  entered  into  iry  the  Navy 
Department  with  the  a  aid  Oilben  ti  Secor  for  Ibe  cooMntc- 
tiun  of  the  aaid  dock,  baaia,  and  railwaya. 

POTTAWATOMIE  irTDIARS. 

Mr.  PETTIT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
eent,  and  agreed  to: 

Raolttd,  That  Ibe  Pretidenl  be  requntrd  lo  infhnn  the 
Senate. ai  aa  early  aday  an  convenient,  wlieiher  the  provla* 
iona  and  alipulationa  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea  Hi  a 
treaty  uiade  witli  the  PotiawMooiie  Indiana  on  the  3tth 
day  uf  October,  1^:1,  in  Indiana,  and  particularly  Ute  ftnii 
article  of  Kiid  Ireaty,  and  tiie  prnniixi'i  and  Miputatlona 
which  Colonel  A.  C.  Pepper,  tlielr  removine  aeent,  waa 
authnrixed  lo  and  did  make  to  aaid  tribe  of  Indians,  by.  r 
vinae  of  inolraciinna  dalad  April  9S,  liU.%  M%aoi  hv  Uie' 
Coaunlaeary  General  of  SshaiKtrjice,  and  now  oo  Ale  in  tbe 
oAee  of  tile  Commiaeloner  of  Indinn  AOaim,  have  been 
performed  and  fUlly  complied  wtili ;  and  If  fully  perfhrmed  | 
and  eompHed  with,  in  Iranemll  Is  the  Senate  enplea  of  all  ; 
tbevaucheraihawinianchnillllliumitandeampUaiicetand 
if  not  fully  aerlainaed,  lo  Inform  Uie  Sensie  in  what  aaoh 
failure  coiii>l<la,  and  what  amount  of  mnnpy  will  fully  com 
pencate  said  tribe  of  Indians  for  such  failure  or  nnn  per- 
formanee  on  the  pan  of  the  Unitedatates ;  and  Ihathelike- 
wiae  communicate  a  copy  of  aaid  inairueiiuutio  the  Beaete.' 

NEW  LARGE  GOLD  COINAGE. 
Mr.  GWIN.  I  present  a  memorial,  signed  by 
the  bankers,  merchants,  and  principal  business 
naen  of  San  Francisco,  asking  for  the  passage  of 
a  la  w  authorizing  the  coinage  of  gold  pieces  of  tbe 
denomination  of  fiAy  dollars,at  the  branch  Mint  in 
California.  I  sent  the  memorial  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
receive  his  opinion  in  time  to  allow  me  to  present 
the  subject  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Senate  when 
the  deficiency  bill  was  pending;  but  the  bill  was 
passed  before  I  received  his  answer. 

His  letter  is  in  these  terms: 

TasaSUBV  DsvAavaxirr,  Kdrct  91 ,  KM. 

Sib:  I  have  duly  oensMered  the  aieainrtal  wMcb  yon 
placed  in  ny  baada  tbia  mominf,  of  merebaau  and  hank- 
era  of  San  rraneiaco,  California,  prarlnf  Cungress  lo  sii- 
thortze  the  eoiiiafe,  at  the  branch  Mint  at  that  plaee,  of 
(Old  pieeea  of  Ike  denominailon  of  tiny  dollam.  Upon  (be 
mb)ect-manef  ofiWa  memorial  yon  dedte  my  opinion,  and 
I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  ny,  thai,  in  the  pmnnt  con- 
diUon  of  California,  aa  it  respecia  its  currency,  the  meaaure 
recommended  would,  In  my  opinion,  be  Jndicioua  and 
pmper. 

Tbe  laiier  ienaminaiiana  ef  (oM  eotause  sie  not  foond 
lobe  adapted  u  circulation  in  the  Ailomlc  Sutaa.  It  ia 
found  thai  few  of  the  twentydollar  pleeea.and  not  a  great 
many  of  tbe  tena  remain  in  private  band«,  but  are  aoon 
paM«d  inM  UM  pnaseaaion  of  the  bnnka  ami  broker*,  and 
their  ptaeea  aeppNed  by  bank  paper.  Tbe  larfer  pieces  are 
alia  more  eoavanient  for  Iranapanaiion ;  and  beine  Uiui 
carried  to  tlie  South  and  Weal  prevent  tiie  transit  of  the 
■mailer  coins,  which  would,  If  tranpmitied,  remain  in  per- 
manent eiieahulen  smongal  tbe  people  in  Ihoae  aeetinna  ol 


Iheeoamqr.  for  Ihsae  and  mber  raaooaa,  11  appears  lo  me 
tn  be  deairable  In  increase  ilie  eoinafe  of  the  asnller  de- 
nomlnaiiona,  end  to  diminish  lite  larner,  for  circulation  on 
this  aide  of  the  Union ;  and  the  increased  capacity  of  the 
Tfssauiv  for  eoias«F,srialatlVom  Ibe  estoUlahment  of  ibe 
hcajieb  Hint  st  Sen  Fiasiciaeo.  and  nf  ihe  asasy  nIBee  at 
New  York,  will  enable  it  to  carry  this  view  into  eff'et. 

Bui  IbeM  are  peculiaritiea  in  Ihe  condilinn  of  Colifornis 
wblcb  recommend  s  different  scale  of  eoinaie  for  thai  r<- 
llion.  Tbaas  are :  Firoi,  the  Ihel  staled  tn  Uie  memorial  ofUie 
pTObibiUoaafainet,  and  entire  eicliwioa  ef,  paper  mniwy; 
and,  aeeond,  the  bifh  acale  of  prices  prevalent  in  California 
for  eommoditiea  and  aerviee.  These  clrcunisinnces  will 
make  larfer  denominaitona  of  enin  convenient,  panlcuhirly 
laeoaminiiandpaarlMlarfeaums.  To  diia amy  be  added 
that  Dine  will  be  aaved  in  cniulng,  wbieh  may  be  of  much 
consetiuenee  In  minera  and  others,  at  least  until  the  capacity 
nfihe  branch  Mint  ahall  be  saceiuined  lo  be  equal  tu  tbe 
leldnflitrfid. 

In  order  to  hsrmonlse  Ihe  proposed  lst|e  eoln  wtib  Ibe 
present  recognized  coins,  I  would  recommend  tbm  Ihe 
coinage  be  aulborlzed  of  pieces  ofSlOO,  and  (50,  and  |rl!>,  lo 
be  called  the  "Union,"  " half  Union,"  and  "quarter 
Unioo,"  but  Uial  Ibe  balfUalononly  be  siniek  for  Uie pres- 
ent. 

I  an,  vary  lespeelfldly,  JAMK8  GUTHRIE, 

Stattan  9/ Ik*  IVeaswy. 
Bod.  WiLuaa  M.Gwis,  Uaifttl  Stales  Ssnele. 

I  move  that  the  menMrial,  with  the  teturof  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  b«  rrferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OD  Financa. 

Th#  moiioa  wm  tgfmA  t». 


RELICliiUS  FREEDOM  ABROAD. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  some  few  weeks 
ago  1  staled  to  the  Seoale  th^t  I  should,  ere  long, 
ask  permission  to  move  lo  take  from  the  fil«s,  and 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatione,  the 
report  made  at  the  last  aewion  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood, on  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  American 
citizens  abroad  to  freedom  of  religious  worship. 
1  now  make  thai  motion.  I  do  not  do  it,  how- 
ever, with  a  view  to  have  the  matter  taken  i>p  at 
the  present  moment,  but  I  will  ask  the  Senate  to 
hear  me  upon  it  on  this  day  three  weeks.  I  be- 
lieve that  will  be  as  convenient  a  time  as  any  other; 
but  if  this  stands  in  the  way  of  any  other  buai- 
naas,  I  shall  be  willing  to  postpone  it,  for  I  am  in 
no  hurry. 

I  desire,  however,  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
the  subject.  1  feel  particularljr  called  upon  to  do 
so  in  consequence  of  some  animadversions  t|poa 
our  proceedings,  to  which  1  alluded  before.  I 
therefore  ask  the  Senate  to  allow  me  on  that  da^, 
if  nothing  else  stands  in  the  way,  to  take  up  this 
motion,  and  to  submit  my  remarks  to  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  does  not  ex- 
actly understand  the  honorable  Senator's  motion- 
.  Mr.  C  ASS.  My  motion  is,  that  the  report  made 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  at  tbe 
bat  session,  on  the  subject  of  religious  freedom  to 
American  citizens  abroad,  be  taken  from  the  files,  \ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  PRESI  DENT.    That  ord«r  will  be  made,  x 
if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  ask  that  the  motion  be 
eontiilered  at  this  time;  but  I  wish  the  Senate  to 
allow  me  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  subject 
on  this  day  three  weeks. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Chair  under- 
stands that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  moves  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  nf  his  motion 
until  this  day  three  weeks,  and  that  it  be  made  the 
apeeial  order  for  that  day? 

Mr.  CASS.    Yea,  sir. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to;  and  the  subject  waa 
made  the  apecial  arder  for  thie  24ih  instant. 

JAMES  M.  OOOGIN. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  Committee  on  the  Pott  Offica 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whoni  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  M.  Goggin,  have  directed  me  to  report 
a  bill  for  his  relief,  it  is  a  very  plain  case,  and  I 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  consider  it 
now. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  reed  a  firstand  second 
lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  tn  requira 
the  Postmaster  General  to  settle  end  adjust  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Goggin,  and  to  allow  him  a  fair  and 
reasonable  salary  asepecial  mail  agent  for  theState 
of  California,  from  December  1,  1850,  to  April  6, 
1853,  with  reasonable  allowances  for  office  rent, 
per  diem,  and  hire  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  RUSK.  One  word  in  explanation  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Goggin  was  special  mail  agent  for  the 
State  of  California  for  the  period  mentioned  in  the 
bill.  The  duty  devolved  upon  him  of  performing  " 
the  duties  of  mail  agent,  by  contract,  upon  the 
routes  in  that  State.  He  found  tha%  it  was  impos- 
sible to  do  it  at  the  salary  and  the  per  diem  allow- 
ance which  he  was  tn  receive,  and  without  the 
assistance  of  a  clerk.  He  wxote  letters  to  the  Post- 
master General  declining  to  act,  seeing  that  tbe 
expenses  were  such  that  he  could  not  do  It  but  at 
a  loos.  The  Postmaster 'General,  however,  in- 
sisted that  he  should  go  on  in  the  performance  ef 
his  duties,  and  then  bring  the  subject  before  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  relief.  The  . 
proof  in  the  case  ia  very  clear,  Goggin  perftirfflsd 
all  the  duties  devolving  upon  him,  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  sugsestinn  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, he  comes  to  Congress  for  remuneration. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  anti  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
CADETS  AT  WE^T  POINT. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  1  move  that  the  Senate  nov 
take  op  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  explanatcor  of  the  law  regulating 
the  number  of  cadets,  which  was  poslpooed  Ibe 
other  day  at  the  request  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass.]  It  is  pressed  upon 
me  by  the  Department. 

The  motioajwaa  agnssd  tot  and  the  Sraatt,  M  i9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16 


:'HE  CX)NGHESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Aprils, 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  STIJ.A.RT.  I  barely  want  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  Senotor  from  Illinois,  without  in- 
terfering with  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion at  all.  This  should  not  apply  to  a  case 
where,  upon  the  reorganization  of  the  districts  in  a 
Slate,  thedislricta  are  decreased, as  the  resolution 
will  by  its  terms.  It  is  known  that  the  policy  has 
been  to  keep  the  number  of  representatives  about 
as  they  are;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  old 
States  lose  in  proportion  as  the  new  ones  increase. 
The  provisions  of  this  resolution  would  increase 
the  cadets  in  those  instances,  although  the  number 
of  districts  might  be  decreased.  I  think  there 
might  be  some  amendment  to  the  resolutio  not 
avoid  this. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  think  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor labors  under  a  misapprehension.  I  have  ex- 
amined that  point  particularly;  but  no  legislation 
is  necessary.  The  original  law  diminishes  the 
number  if  the  number  of  districts  is  decreased. 

Mr.  STUART.  Yes,  sir.  But  the  Senator  will 
see  that  the  effect  of  the  resolution  is  this:  If,  in 
the  reor"anizalion  of  the  districts  in  a  State  a  dis- 
trict is  formed  within  which  there  is  no  cadet  at 
the  time,  this  resolution  is  intended  to  have  one 
appointed.  To  illustrate  my  meaning:  Suppose 
in  a  State  which  had  live  districts  that,  upon  a 
new  arrangement  of  districts,  the  number  is  re- 
duced to  four,  and  it  still  shall  happen  that  there 
is  one  of  the  four  in  which  there  is  no  resident 
cadet,  the  State  would  get  an  additional  cadet  al- 
though it  lost  a  district;  that  certainly  cannot  be 
the  intention  of  this  resolution.  It  is  to  provide 
for  the  case  where  there  is  an  additional  district 
formed  and  there  is  no  cadet  in  it;  at  least  that 
ought  to  be  its  provision. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  object  of  this  resolution 
is  to  have  a  cadet  from  every  district.  In  the  case 
which  the  Senator  presents  to  the  Senate,  if  a  dis- 
trict was  made  vacant  by  a  new  arrangement,  al- 
though there  would  be  adiminutinnof  thenumber 
of  cadets,  the  resolution  would  give  a  cadet  for 
that  district,  but  at  the  next  appointment  the 
number  of  cadets  would  be  diminished.  This  is 
only  a  temporary  arrangement,  and  at  the  ne.xt 
rearrangement  the  proportion  will  be  reestablished . 

Mr.  STUART.  So  I  understand;  but  I  sub- 
mit, as  a  matter  of  prudence,  that  the  number  of 
cadets  in  a  State  should  not  be  increased  where 
the  number  of  congressional  districts  is  dimin- 
ished. I  do  say  to  the  Senator,  that  if  my  own 
judgment  were  to  prevail  I  should  not  like  the 
resolution  at  all;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  object  to 
its  application  where  the  number  of  the  districts 
in  a  biate  shall  be  increased,  and  one  shall  be 
found  without  a  cadet.  Yet,  sir,  the  resolution 
certainly  should  be  amended,  so  as  to  provide  that 
it  shall  not  apply  to  any  State  where  the  number 
of  districts  on  a  rearrangement  shall  be  diminished. 
It  might  happen  very  well  that  all  the  cadets  in  a 
State  would  be  thrown  into  one  district  under  a  re- 
arrangement, and  still  the  number  of  districts  in 
the  State  would  be  reduced;  and  yet,  under  this 
resolution,  there  might  be  several  additional  cadets 
from  that  very  State. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  will 
permit  me,  I  will  state  that  that  does  not  alter  the 
case  in  one  iota.  The  general  law  provides  that 
every  district  in  the  United  Stales  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  cadet.  By  a  new  arrangement,  whether  it 
diminishes  the  number  of  districts  in  a  Slate  or  in- 
creases the  number,  does  not  alter  the  principle. 
By  the  new  arrangement,  it  happens  that  at  this 
time  there  are  some  districts  left  without  any 
cadets.  I  have  inquired  into  the  matter  since  the 
cose  was  before  the  Senate  last,  and  I  find,  by  a 
memorandum  which  I  have  before  me,  that  "  the 
difficulty  arises  in  consequence  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  different  Slates  in  conformity  to  the 
census  of  1850,  leaving  more  districts  vacant  than 
there  are  vacancies  in  the  academy  at  the  present 
time;  but  in  making  the  appointments  for  the  fol- 
lowingterm,  it  must  of  necessity  conform  to  the 
act."  That  is, at  the  next  appointment  there  will  be 
only  one  for  each  district;  consequently,  this  is  only 
to  give  a  remedy  to  a  temporary  derangement, 
as  It  may  be  called,  which  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  rearrangement  of  the  districts.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  the  War  Department  ought  to 
have  acted  upon  the  principle  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
tor,  when  the  number  was  diminished  and  increased 
alike — that  ia,  to  apportion  the  eadeta  among  the 


new  districts  without  reference  to  their  residence; 
but  they  have  not  done  so.  They  say  the  law  ia 
obligatory,  and  that  they  were  compelled  to  con- 
fine the  cadets  to  the  districts  in  which  they  reside. 
That  leads  to  the  difficulty;  but  the  thing  is  done, 
and  we  cannot  undo  it.  The  other  districts  have 
no  cadets.  The  object  of  the  resolution  is  to  let 
those  districts  that  have  no  cadets  appoint.  At 
the  next  term  all  will  be  rectified,  and  each  district 
will  have  its  cadet;  so  that  there  will  not  be  two 
in  one  district. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  do  not  know  that  I  under- 
stand this  matter  exactly.  If  1  do  understand  the 
existing  law,  each  State  is  entitled  to  a  number  of 
cadets  equal  to  the  number  of  congressional  dis- 
tricts in  the  Slate,  one  to  be  taken  from  each  dis- 
trict. Under  a  new  apportionment,  or  under  any 
act  of  the  Legislature  redisiricting  any  State,  it 
may  so  turn  out  that  two  or  three  cadets  to  which 
the  State  is  entitled  may  fall  Into  one  district,  and 
the  others  be  vacant.  This  is  intended  to  remedy 
the  evil.  But  you  suffer  the  State  to  have  three 
cadets  from  one  district,  perhaps  cadets  who  are 
to  remain  there  for  four  years,  givin?  that  State 
an  additional  number,  which  the  Legislature  may 
create  by  a  rearrangement  of  the  districts.  1  see 
no  necessity,  from  the  mere  factof  distributing  the 
cadets  among  the  States,  to  increase  the  represent- 
ation beyond  the  number  to  which  it  is  entitled. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Senator  is  correct.  The 
general  law  says  that  each  district  shall  have  a 
cadet,  and  the  cadet  shall  reside  in  the  district. 
Now,  by  the  new  arrangement,  two  or  three  ca- 
dets are  thrown  into  one  district,  and  a  few  of  the 
new-formed  districts  have  no  cadets.  The  object 
of  the  resolution  is  to  remedy  that. 

Mr.  STUART.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  my  wishes,  I  shall  offer  an  amendment  to  this 
effect : 

ProvUed,  That  the  pnivlsions  of  this  resolution  tlialt  not 
apply  tn  any  Slate  in  wliicb  Itie  number  of  coiigrescional 
districts  shall  Im!  reduced. 

A  Senator.  That  will  defeat  the  object  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  that  will  be  its  effect,!  sub- 
mit to  the  Senate  that  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
defeated.  The  general  law  stands  on  the  principle 
that  each  congressional  district  shall  be  entitled 
to  have  one  cadet  at  the  Military  Academy. 
If  the  effect  of  this  resolution  is,  upon  a  rear- 
rangement of  the  districts,  to  increase  the  number 
of  cadets  in  a  Slate,  not  in  proportion  to  the  pop- 
ulation, not  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  dis- 
tricts, but  in  proportion  to  the  accident  by  which 
the  lines  of  any  new  districts  may  be  determined, 
the  whole  resolution  oughtto  bedefeated.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  that,  oecause  it  is  at  war  with 
the  princijde  upon  which  the  Academy  at  West 
Point  is  established.  For  instance,  as  I  intimated 
awhile  ago,  suppose  that  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  districl.i  upon  a  new  enumeration  of  inhabit- 
ants, the  State  of  New  York  shall  lose  three 
congressional  districts,  yet  it  might  happen  under 
this  resolution  that  she  would  gain  ten  cadets. 
Each  cadet  is  to  be  located,  when  appointed,  in 
the  congressional  district  from  which  he  is  ap- 
pointed, but  anywhere  in  that  district;  and  a  rear- 
rangement, I  say,  might  throw  them  into  other 
districts,  and  might,  in  the  case  1  have  put,  leave 
New  York  with  ten  new  districts  without  a  cadet 
in  any  of  them,  while,  at  the  same  time,  she  would 
lose  three  districts.  Thus,  while  her  representa- 
tion would  be  decreased,  you  would  add  ten  to 
the  number  of  her  cadets  at  West  Point.  If  thot 
is  the  effect  of  the  resolution,  and  ia  to  remain  the 
effect  of  it,  1  submit  again  to  the  Senate  it  ought 
to  be  defeated. 

I  know  that  the  amendment  which  I  propose 
will  not  remedy  the  evil  entirely,  but  it  will  do  this: 
it  will  only  give  additional  cadets  at  West  Point 
to  a  State  where  there  are  additional  districts 
made  in  the  State.  It  will  then  be  substantially 
within  the  principle  upon  which  the  cadets  are 
sent  to  West  Point.  But  if  the  resolution  is  al- 
lowed to  stand  as  it  does  now,  and  the  number  of 
cadets  is  to  be  increased  to  a  State  which  ia  di- 
minished in  its  congressional  districta,  then  there 
con  be  no  apology  for  it  whatever. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  would  move  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  adding  a  proviso  to  the  following 
effect: 

ProvUed  further^  That  no  8tate  »h&\\  at  any  time  have 
more  cadets  at  West  Pointthan  the  number  of  represeola- 
tives  abe  ji  entitled  V  in  the  Uouie  of  BepreaentuiTei. 


Mr.  SHIELDS.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  at- 
.tempt  to  pass  the  joint  resolution,  either  with  the 
amendmtni  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mich- 
isan,  or  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  seems  to  think  it  would  be  well  to  ex- 
cept from  the  operation  of  the  resolution  thoaa 
Suites  in  whicti  the  number  of  districts  may  be 
diminished.  The  principle  of  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  is  pre- 
cisely the  same.  Now,  sir,  the  object  of  this  rea- 
olution  is  to  give  each  district  a  cadet,  without 
regard  to  whether  the  number  be  increaaed  or 
diminished.  I  agree  with  the  Senator  frona  Mich- 
igan, that  some  Stales,  for  the  time  beine,  will, 
under  its  operation,  have  a  greater  number  of 
cadets  than  they  have  congresjunnal  districts;  but 
that  will  only  be  until  this  term  expires.  Tbeo 
each  new  appointment  will  be  from  anew disiricl. 
This  is  only  to  remedy  a  temporary  confu.iion,  a 
temporary  derangement,  owing  lo  the  changes  of 
the  districts. 

If  you  lay  down  the  principle,  that  no  State  ia 
to  have  a  greater  number  of  cadeta  than  it  hu 
congressional  districts,  then  this  resolution  is  al- 
together wrong,  and  so  is  the  general  law.  lidoca 
not  matter  whether  the  number  of  districta  in  a 
State  be  increased  or  diminished,  the  principle  it 
the  same.  The  principle  of  the  general  law  is,  that 
cadets  shall  not  be  regulated  by  States,  but  by  dia- 
tricls.  I  do  not  say  whether  that  is  right  or  wrong. 
Each  district,  says  the  general  law,  shall  have  a 
cadet,  and  the  cadet  shall  live  in  the  district.  Ia 
carrying  out  that  law,  it  happens  that  there  are 
some  districts — not  many — which  have  no  cadets. 
I  understand,  on  inquiry,  that  theefl'ectof  the  reso- 
lution will  be  to  increase  the  number  of  cadets 
by  seven  only  for  the  time  being,  and  until  th* 
next  appointment.     Then  they  will  again  be  pro- 

rortioned  to  the  number  of  districts.  But,  sirras 
repeat,  if  the  object  is  that  n  Slate  shall  have  only 
as  many  cadets  as  it  has  districts,  this  resolution 
ought  10  be  defeated.  If,  on  the  contrary,  every 
district  should  have  a  cadet,  it  is  necessary  that 
those  districts  which  now  have  no  cadets  should 
have  ihem. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Senators  from 
Michigan  and  Mississippi  reduce  their  amend- 
ments to  writing? 

Mr.  STUART  reduced  his  amendment  to  writ^ 
ing,  as  follows: 

Proruifd  That  this  resolution  ahall  not  apply  to  iv 
Slum  in  which  the  niimber/jf  congresuonal  disiricia  a^M 
be  dimiiiisliod. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  withdraw  my  amendment  to 
that  amendment.  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  that. 
]  Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  are  too  exact  in  this  matter.  If  I  under- 
stand the  exi.stinglaw,  it  is  meant  to  he  that  every 
district  shall  have  a  cadet  at  W^est  Point;  but  by 
an  irregulority,  which  has  been  created  by  chang- 
ing the  districts,  it  cannot  now  be  carried  out. 
The  object  of  the  joint  resolution  is  that  those 
districts  which  now  have  no  cadets  shall  have 
them.  The  consequence  of  that  will  be  a  super- 
numerary number,  a  very  few,  temporarily;  and 
that  results,  because  those  who  are  now  at  this 
institution  will  continue  through  their  terms — 
perhaps  a  year,  perhaps  two  years,  and  some  per- 
haps for  a  longer  time.  But  the  moment  they 
graduate,  every  district  in  the  country  will  be  en- 
titled tn  one  cadet.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
accomplished  in  any  other  way  than  that  proposed 
in  the  resolution. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  ftoat 
Michigan  is,  I  think,  wrong.  I  know  of  no  rea- 
son why  a  district  in  one  State  should  be  debarred 
from  a  cadet  because  some  other  district  in  thi 
State  may  have  two  cadets.  The  principle  ia  ti 
give  to  every  district  a  cadet,  and  the  object  of  th 
present  resolution  is  to  carry  out  that  principle. 
As  soon  as  a  certain  number  of  those  who  an 
now  at  the  Military  Academy,  shall  graduate,  thi 
irregularity  will  cease.  If  that  is  the  case, 
think  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  A4ilii 
Affairs  should  be  sustained. 

Mr.  SH I  ELDS.    That  is  precisely  the  case. 

Mr.  STU A  RT.  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  sa' 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.  ft  i 
now  lb'54  and  a  cadet  who  goes  into  this  in 
tion  goes  there  for  four  years,  and  the  term  of  o 
who  goes  now  will  expire  in  1&58.  In  iwa  yeei 
then,  afterhis  term  shall  expire, there  will  be  i 
other  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lha  U^b 
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States,  which  will producaarecurreneeofpreciaely 
the  tame  difficulty.  We  canoot  help  it,  beoaiwe 
the  oadsts  are  incrsaaed  in  the  new  Sttuee  and  re- 
duced in  the  old  a«  the  congremional  diatrieia  are, 
and  ihejr  are  appointed  on  the  principle  of  coming 
from  diatricta. 

Now,  the  question  is  whether  you  will  let  the 
•eren  diatricta  referred  to  remain  aa  they  are  until 
the  term  of  the  cadets  at  West  Point  in  the  par- 
ticular States  expires,  and  then  let  the  cadet  go 
where  he  ought  to  go,  to  the  new  district;  or 
whether  you  will  now  increase  the  number  of 
cade^  by  seven,  and,  at  another  ennmeration, 
increoM  them  still  further,  and  that,  too,  without 
any  reference  to  the  number  of  districts  in  a  State? 
Upon  every  rearrangement  of  congressional  dis- 
tnda  in  a  Slate,  the  obances  are  that  one  or  more 
dtstficM  will  be  left  withbut  any  cadets.  I  under- 
take to  say  that  this  will  happen  under  every 
enumeration  which  will  take  place  hereafter;  and 
oo  every  rearrangement  of  the  diitriois  in  every 
ten  years  the  same  neeeaaity  will  recur  again. 

Now,  sir,  while  it  is  true  that  one  cadet  is  ap- 
pointed for  each  district^  it  is  equally  true,  I 
think,  that  the  intention  is  that  a  State  shall  have 
BO  more  cadeu  than  it  has  eonfgreasional  districts; 
that  is,  no  more  new  appointment*.  I  undertook 
to  remedy  souievhat  the  confusion  which  exists 
by  introducing  my  amendment.  I  confess  that 
my  own  judgment  is  against  the  entire  proposition. 

Mr.  RUSK.  One  part  of  the  resolution  pro- 
vides that  the  present  number  of  cadets  shall  be 
eonlinucd  to  those  States  which  have  lost  by  the 
last  enumeration.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I 
have  no  objeciion  to  it.  But,  as  the  resolution 
stands,  it  introduces  a  confusion,  which  suggested 
itself  to  my  mind  on  hearing  it  read,  and  which 
has  not  been  remedied  by  any  of  the  explanations 
which  have  been  made,  or  anyof  the  amendments 
which  have  been  suggested.  The  difficulty  is  this: 
Upon  a  rearratigement  of  congressional  districts, 
if  two  cadets  fall  into  one  dutrict,  and  there  is 
none  for  a  new  district  which  may  be  arranged  by 
the  Legislature,  that  new  district,  under  the  reso- 
hition,  will  get  a  cadet.  That  is  to  oontinoe  as 
the  law,  through  all  time,  until  repealed.  The 
present  law  goes  upon  the  principle  that  each 
State  is  entitled  to  as  many  caidlts  at  West  Point 
us  representatives  in  Congress.  Now,  take  the 
whole  thirty-one  Slates;  I  venture  to  say  there  is 
not  a  single  year  in  which  there  is  not  in  some 
States  «  rearrangement  of  congressional  districts. 
This  provision  Would  continue  to  apply;  and  thus, 
whenever  there  was  a  rearrangement  of  districts 
in  a  Slate,  and  two  cadets  fell  into  one  district, 
that  Sute  would  have  one  more  cadet  than  she 
wns  properly  entitled  to. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Texas  has  pointed  out  the  only  difficulty  ia  this 
resolution ;  that  is  that  it  may  beciome  permanent.  I 
intended  myself  to  move  an  amendment  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things  hereafter; 
but  I  am  informed  that  there  will  be  no  danger  on 
that  point,  for  I  understand  that  the  Department 
will  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  any  such 
derangement  hereafter.  I  think,  however,  it  might 
be  very  well,  perhaps,  as  there  is  some  dispute 
about  the  matter,  to  amend  the  resolution  now,  so 
as  to  prevent  any  such  derangement  in  future. 
That  could  be  done  by  inserting  a  provision,  that 
hereafter  in  no  new  arrangement  of  any  State,  shall 
there  be  more  cadets  allowedto  any  Stale  than 
there  are  districts  within  it.  I  will  accept  such  an 
amendment  on  the  suggestion  of  the  nonorable 
Senator  from  Texas,  nitlwugh,  aa  I  have  remarked , 
the  Department  itself  intends  to  endeavor  to  provide 
against  the  difiicully  in  (Viture. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  of 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  what  necessity  there  is 
for  making  an  exception  now  to  the  rate  which 
he  is  willing  shall  prevail  hereafter?  If  there  be 
a  vacancy  in  any  of  the  districts,  it  is  the  act  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States,  and  not 
the  fault  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SHIELDiS.  1  will  state  that  I  think  the 
Department  might  assign  a  cadet  who  is  at  this 
time  in  the  Military  Academy,  to  a  new  district, 
although  he  may  reside  in  another  district.  This 
would  prevent  the  difficulty.  This  amendment 
will  enable  the  Department  to  do  that  hereafter. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  St0abt,  there  were  ayes  16,  noes  14— no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  BADGER.    There  seems  to  be  some  real 


difficulty  about  pfrGecting  this  resolution.  Gentle- 
men are  disposed  to  amend  it.  They  seem  to  differ 
as  to  the  effect  and  operation  of  it.  I  confess,  for 
one,  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  decide,  and  do  not 
understand  which  is  the  preferable  plan  of  those 
suggested — the  original  resolution,  or  as  it  will  be 
modified  by  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  its  immedi- 
ate passage.  I  think  it  had  better  be  deferred,  and 
lei^  have  an  understanding  as  to  what  provision 
we  are  going  to  make. 

Mr.  MASON.  If  the  Senator  will  eive  me  the 
6oor,  I  will  move  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  joint  resolution,  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  Executive  session. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  going  to  submit  that 
motion  myself.  I  move  ttiat  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  joint  resolution  be  postponed  until 
this  day  fortnight. 

Mr-  RUSK,  I  think  the  beUer  plan  would 
be  to  reconunit  it  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  if  it  were  recommitted  to  me 
now,  I  would  either  say  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
feated, or  to  pass,  as  it  is. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  understood  that  the  Senator 
wished  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I 'will  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Texas,  but  I 
prefer  to  agree  to  the  moiion  made  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  North  Carolina,  not  that  we 
can  get  aqy  new  light  upon  the  subject  bj  any 
means,  but  I  am  willing  to  let  the  resolution  lie 
for  the  time  mentioned. 

The  motioii  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  until  the  17tb  instant  was 
agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  HESSIOir. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the'doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  -Simt  3,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hbnrt  Sucer. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  woa  Nad  and  approved. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  business  flrst  in  order 
is  the  call  of  committee*  for  reports,  commencing 
with  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

CLERK  TO  SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  MACE.    I  offer  the  following  resolution: 
Retolctdj  That  the  select  Mail  8teBmRr  Committee  be 
permitlml  to  employ  a  clerk  at  the  rate  of  fbar  dnttara  per 
day  dtiHng  the  lime  he  m*f  be  engaged  aa  mch  clerk. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennespee.     I  object. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  then  move  to  suspend  the  rules, 
in  order  to  enable  me  to  introduce  It. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  two  thirds  not  voting  in  Atvor  thereof. 

So  the  House  reftised  to  suspend  the  rules. 
COMPENSATION  OF  POSTHilSTEBS. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  allow  me  to  report  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  the  PottOffice  and  Post  Roads  rela- 
tive to  the  rompeosation  of  postmasters. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  present  a  resolution  before  he  does  that. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  anxious  to  makf>  this  report 
at  as  early  a  period  as  possible;  and, I  hope  there 
will  be  no  oLgeetion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  the  proposition  ia  first. 

The  bill  was  tnen  read  by  its  title  for  informa- 
tion, as  follows: 

"  An  act  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy  postmas- 
ters." 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
what  he  propoace  to  do  with  it } 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  propose,  if  consent  ia  given  to 
introduce  it,  to  maKe  a  statement  relative  to  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  and  then  ask  the  House  to  put  it 
upon  its  passage.  If  that  shall  be  objected  to,  I 
shall  movs  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  it  had  beiQtr  not  be  intro- 
duced then. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  move  a  suapension  of  the  rules, 
in  order  to  enable  m*  to  introduce  it. 

The  queetion  was  put;  and  the  Speaker  an- 
nouaoed  76  io  A*  aArmative. 


Mr.  DEAN  called  for  tellers. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  inquire  if  seventy, 
five  is  not  less  than  two  thirds  of  a  quorum,  and 
therefore  that  the  motion  is  lost?  If  so,  1  hope 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  withdraw  his 
coll  for  tellers. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  we  hod 
better  have  tellers  before  we  proceed  any  further ; 
and  therefore  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  with- 
draw the  call. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  Illinois.  It  Is  evi- 
dent there  is  no  quorum  prefcent.  I  think  we  had 
better  have  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Let  the  vote  b«  taken  by  tellers 
first. 

'  The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellers  reported 
—eiyta  83,  noes  H ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  OLDS.  As  there  seems  to  be  no  quorum 
voting,  I  call  for  the  ye^s  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  it  would  be  unavailing,  as  there  is  no 
quorum,  and  tlierefore  no  business  could  be  trans- 
acted. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  then  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  i«1l;  and 
137  members  having  answered  to  their  names, 

Mr.  OLDS  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  did  not  hear 
my  name  called,  though  I  «<^  present.  I  ask 
that  it  may  be  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rules  the  absen- 
tees are  regularly  called  afVer  the  roll  has  been 
gone  through  with,  and  thus  every  ^ntleman  will 
nave  an  opportunity  to  answer  to  his  name.  Pyr 
this  reason  the  Chair  will  not  recognize  any  gen- 
tleman. 

Further  proceedings  in  the  call  was  then  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentlemen  appointed 
will  resume  their  places  as  tellers. 

Mr.  Campbell  being  absent,  Mr.  FAtiLKNlR 
was  appointed  by  the  Speaker  in  his  stead. 

Mr.  KERR.  What  is  the  question  before  the 
House  i 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  ourpose  of  allowing 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  report  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the 
pay  of  deputy  postmasters." 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  1S4, 
noes  1. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the  purpose  in- 
dicated, (two  thirds  having  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive.) 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  then  reported  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  regulating  the  payof  deputy  postmas- 
ters;" which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read  through. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  through. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AsBUBT  DicKiNs,Esq.,  their  Secretary,  notifV- 
ing  the  House  that  that  body  had  passed  the 
deficiency  bill,  with  sundry  amendments,  in  which 
it  asked  the  concurrence  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  OLDS.  As  I  propose  to  ask  the  House  to 
put  this  bill  upon  its  passagei  and  as  what  I  have 
to  say  might,  perhaps,  as  well  have  been  said  in 
the  form  of  a  report,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fitet 
that  I  wished  to  put  it  upon  its  passage,  I  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  say  what  I  have  to  say  from 
the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  eaH  the  attea> 
tion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  to  one  feature  in  the  bill.  It 
provides  for  the  increased  compensation  of  post- 
masters in  all  cases  where  they  receive  commis- 
sions on  |100  and  upwards.  I  desire  to  know  if 
there  is  any  provision  in  the  bill  which  provides 
for  postmasters  whose  compensation  is  less  than 
that? 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  will  see  that  those 
cases  are  provided  for  in  the  course  of  my  remarks. 

Mr.  Speaker,  such  is  the  pressure  made  by 
the  postmasters  of  the, entire  ynion  for  speedy 
action  upon  some  proposition  that  shall  afford 
them  relief,  that  I  am  induced  to  ask  the  House 
to  consider,  and  mature,  if  they  find  it  defective, 
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and  put  upon  its  pass(i<;t',  the  bill  which  I  hnve 
jum  repoiteii.  I  nrfi  fmliolileiifil,  sir,  to  ask  this 
favor  of  the  Hnusc,  from  ihe  fact  thnl  perhaps 
two  thirds  of  the  members  have  importuned  me 
to  takeapeedy  action  upon  this  measure. 

The  Comuiitiee  on  ihe  Post  Office  nnd  Post 
Roads  have  given  the  subject  a  very  thorough  in- 
vesti^aiinn,  and  are  unanimous  in  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration. 

I  deem  it  my  duly  lo  stale,  briefly,  the  reasons 
which  hove  operated  upon  the  minus  of  the  com- 
iniltee,  and  have  induced  them  to  make  the  rec- 
ommendation. By  ihis  course,  the  argumenis 
which  I  now  present  will  appear,  lo^eilier  with  the 
bill,  in  the  morninai's  Globe,  and  this  will  enable 
gentlemen  on  to  morrow  lo  vote  understandingly, 
for  or  against  the  passaee  of  the  bill. 

And  inasmuch  as  this  argument  will  be  in  Ihe 
place  of  a  report,  I  (rust  ihal,  notwithstanding 
much  of  it  will  consist  of  dry  and  uninleresling 
details,  nevertheless  I  may  have  (he  attention  of 
the  House. 

The  ari^ument  which  I  desire  to  present  being 
based  mostly  upon  facts  and  figures,  and  such  es- 
timates and  tabular  statemenis  as  have  been  fur- 
nished the  commit(ee  by  ihe  PostniHsier  General 
and  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Oflice  Departmeni,  I 
have  thought  it  advisable,  in  order  lo  avoid  nil 
mistakes,  to  trust  rather  to  my  manuscript  than 
my  memory. 

In  order  to  enable  the  House  to  understand  th» 
provisions  of  ihc  bill  just  reported,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  me  10  direct  theaitention  ofgenllemen 
'  to  the  provisions  of  former  laws,  under  which 
postmasters  were  allowed  iheir  commissions. 

Prior  to  the  reduction  of  poslace  consequent  1 
upon  the  passage  of  ihe  act  of  the  3d  of  .March, 
1851,  the  commission  of  depiiiy  postmnslers  was  j 
as  follows,  viz:  On  ihe  first  $100  per  quarter,  30  j 
per  cent.;  on  the  next  J300,  25  per  cent.;  on  ihe  '• 
next  $2,001),  20  per  cent.; on  any  sum  beyond  the  ; 
last  named  amount,  8  per  cent. 

When  the  foregoing  rale  of  commission  was  es- 
tablished, letter  posiage  was  from  six  to  twenty- 
five  cents,  averaging  not  less  than  twelve  cents 
upon  each  letter.  Newspaper  posiage  was  then 
one  cent  on  each  paper  circulated  in  ihe  State 
where  published,  and  one  and  a  half  cents  when 
circulated  out  ofthe  Slate  where  published. 

Ry  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1851,  Congress 
reduced  the  posiage  on  letters  lo  three  cenis  when 
prepaid,  and  five  cents  when  unpaid;  and  by  the 
act  of  the  30lh  August,  1852,  Congress  reduced 
newspaper  posiage  to  one  fourth  of  one  cent  in 
the  Stale  where  printed,  anil  one  half  of  one  cent 
out  of  the  Siaie  where  printed.  By  these  two 
acts  Congress  has  reduced  the  posiage  on  bnih 
tellers  and  papers  to  not  more  than  one  fourih 
what  it  was  when  ihe  rale  of  commission  to  which 
I  have  referred  was  established. 

Congress,  upon  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the 
3d  March,  1S51,  reducing  the  postage,  did  not 
see  fit  to  change  ihe  commission  allowed  deputy 
postmasters;  but  gnve  the  Postmnsler  General,  in 
nis  discretion,  power  to  make  such  increased  com- 
pensation lo  them  as  would  make  their  commis- 
sion equal  to  what  it  was  before  ihe  reduction  of 
poslace  took  place. 

The  sixth  seciion  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March, 
1851,  reads  as  follows: 

"  *^nW  he  it  further  eitaclrit.  That  lo  any  iHwtmSMerwhniin 
comnii-^siiuis  mny  b<'  reduced  bflow  lh«*  nnidiint  nlIow»'d  nt 
his  oflicp  for  Ihfi'yr.ir  cndinc  liii:  :Wih  nf  June.  I**'!!,  and 
who«f  )HhArf<  nisy  tw  increaRed,  llie  Poiflmajticr  Ocnernl 
lihnll  he  niilhnrizrd,  in  tti-^  disrminii.  In  nlluw  fiiich  sddi- 
linnnl  cnnuiiic^ioiis  as  he  mny  d<.M*ni  jutl  and  pniper:  Pro- 
vidfil,  Thnl  ihf  whole  aninmit  ofooinmij'finiis  itllowf  d  each 
poiiiniasler  diiriitc  any  fiscal  yt-nr  wliall  nni  rxrecd  by  more 
thnri  fwf  my  p<-r  cctil.  Ihc  ninniinl  nf  cnitinii!<<iinn«i  nt  such 
office  for  Ihe  year  ending  Ihe  3Ulh  day  nfJuiic,  ll<j|. 

The  elTeci  of  ihis  provision  in  the  law  of  the  3d 
March.  1851,  was  to  require  the  Auditor  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  in  the  seltlement  with 
deputy  postmasters  at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
10  have  reference  to  the  compensation  of  each 

?o8imasier  for  the  vear  ending  the  30lh  day  of 
une,  1851.  This  House  will  at  one  perceive  that 
the  whole  clerical  force  under  the  control  of  the 
Sixth  Auditor,  who  is  the  Auditor  for  the  Post 
Office  Departmeni,  could  not  overhaul  and  com- 
pare the  quarterly  returns  of  the  twenty-three 
thousand  postmosiers  in  the  United  States.  It 
was  found  ulterlv  impossible,  in  settling  the  quar- 
terly returns  of  these  Iweiity-lhree  thousand  post- 
masters, to  have  reference,  four  times  each  year, 


to  the  commissions  allowed  at  each  oflice  for  the 
year  ending  the  30ih  June,  1851.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  each  deputy  postmaster  had  the 
h.<(ing  of  his  own  extra  compensation.  To  remedy 
this  louse  and  unsalislnciory  manner  of  doing 
businesx,  ihe  Inst  Congress  repealed  the  provision 
of  the  law  of  ihe  3d  March,  1851,  authorizing 
this  additional  compensation,  and  undertook  to 
aelile  definitely  Ihe  ci'mmissions  of  depuly  post- 
masters; and  by  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1853, 
allowed  commieaions  as  follows: 

On  ihe  first  JlOO,  50  percent. 

On  ihe  next  JSOO,  40  per  cent. 

On  the  next  S'J.OOO,  35  per  cent. 

On  all  sums  over  <>2,U0l),  15  per  cent. 

It  was  then  supposed  that  these  rales  of  commis- 
sion would  be  about  equivalent  to  the  commissions 
allowed  for  the  year  ending  the  30'.h  June,  1851. 
In  this  supposition,  Mr.  ijpeaker.  Congress  was 
sadly  mistaken;  and  the  commissions,  as  I  shall 
demonsirale  by  facts  and  figures,  were  reduced 
fully  lliirty  five  per  ceni.  below  what  Congress 
supposed  they  would  be,  and  whni  they  were  for 
the  year  ending  the  30ih  June,  1851. 

The  most  oiinoxioua  feature  in  the  present  law, 
and  against  ine  oppression  of  which  twenty  thou- 
sand Intelligeni  American  postmasters  protest,  in 
found  in  the  fuel,  (/in/  tchiU  il  reilvcn  Ihe  rates  of 
postage,  the  labors  of  all  the  offices  have  been  vastly 
inereii^eU,  at  the  verij  time  that  their  pay  has  been 
gieatty  lUminished. 

Id  order,  .Vlr.  Speoker,  that  I  might  give  the 
House  some  conception  of  this  increase  of  labor, 
I  have  procured  from  the  Auditor  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  a  statement  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Ueparimeni  from  the  year  1840  up  to  the  pres- 
ent lime.  I  will  send  ii  lo  ihe  Clerk  to  be  read. 
[See  iiible  A  in  next  column  ] 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  will  please  observe 
that  the  first  reduction  in  postage  took  place  under 
the  act  of  1845.  This  act  reduced  the  posiage  on 
letters  from  six,  ten,  twelve  and  a  half,  eighteen 
and  three  quarters,  and  twenty-five  cents,  to  five 
and  ten  cenis,  being  an  average  deduction  of  more 
ihnn  one  half.  For  ihe  five  years  preceding  this 
deduction,  the  amount  received  for  letler  postage, 
in  rouinl  numbers,  was,  for  1841,  {i3,8I2,000;  for 
1842,  S3,953,00(l;  for  1843,83,738,000;  for  1844, 
^3,676,000;  for  1845,  §3,660,000.  At  the  end  of 
the  lust  fiscal  year  the  fii'staci  reducing  letter  posiage 
went  into  operation.  The  next  six  years,  although 
the  posuige  was  reduced  more  than  one  half,  shows 
a  much  larger  average  revenue;  consequently  the 
number  of  letters  received,  distributed,  and  de- 
livered at  the  various  post  offices,  must  have  been 
more  than  doubled.  In  1846,  ihe  letter  postage 
amounted  lo  $2,881,000;  in  1847,  ihe  amount  was 
$3,108,000;  in  1848,  for  lelters  and  stamps  it  was 
<f>3.34U,0U0;  in  1849,  for  letters  and  stamps  it  was 
$3,872,000;  in  1850,  for  letters  and  stamps  il  wan 
^4,576,000;  in  1851,  the  last  year  under  the  five 
and  len  cent  posiage,  for  letleis  and  stamps  il  was 
$5,369,000.  For  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30ih 
June,  18,")2,  the  first  year  under  the  three  and  five 
cent  posiage,  for  lelters  and  stamps,  $4,226,000; 
for  1853,  for  letters  and  stamps,  $4,473,000  These 
two  last  years  show  that  while  the  posiage  h.is 
a?ain  been  reduced  more  than  one  half,  the  falling 
off  in  the  revenue  is  only  about  one  fifih,  conse- 
quently the  increase  in  letters  passing  through  the 
post  offices  has  again  nearly  doubled. 

The  same  table,  with  reference  to  newspapers 
and  periodicals,  will  demonsirale  ihe  same  results. 
1  need  not  trouble  the  House  with  a  recapitula- 
tion. 

Now  I  ask,  in  all  candor,  Mr.  Speaker,  have 
not  these  twenty-three  thousand  postmasters  just 
cause  of  complaint  to  find  their  compensation 
greatly  reduced  nt  ihe  very  lime  that  their  labor 
la  more  than  doubled  .'  The  presenl,  sir,  is  a  pe- 
riod noted  for  remarkably  high  prices  of  living, 
scarcely  exceeded  by  the  memorable  times  nf  1816 
and  1836.  Labor,  rents,  and  all  kinds  of  produce 
hnve  advanced  steadily  and  moterially  in  price. 
They  are  fully  twenty-five  per  cent,  higher  than 
ihey  were  before  the  reduction,  now  so  justly 
complained  of,  look  place  in  the  compensaticn  of 
depuly  postmasters-  Sir,  in  conKemience  of  this 
enhanced  cost  in  living,  the  last  Congress,  nnd 
very  justly  too,  raised  the  salaries  of  the  various 
heads  of  Departments,  including  ihat  of  the  Post- 
master General,  from  six  lo  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. Congressmen  complain,  and  very  justly 
too,  that  they  cannot  live  on  their  eight  dollars 


per  day.     The  clerks  in  all   the  Departments  of 
the  Governmenl  can  scarcely  subsiston  iheir  ijyOO, 
$1,200,  $1,500,  nnd  $1,800  per  onnum.    Alrcmly, 
sir,  we  have  a  bill  before  us  increasing  very  ■   ■:- 
siderably  their  compensation.  Mechanics  m   ' 
erntors  everywhere  are  sinking  for  higher 
and  yet  we  have  reduced  the  commissions  f ; 
uiy  postmasters  more  than  thirty-five  per  cent., 
at  (he  same  lime  that  ne  have  more  than  doubled 
j  ihe  libor  that  we  require  ihem  to  perform.   Under 
j  such  a  male  of  ihinu's,  how  are  ihese  poslmnslera 
to  support  themselves  and  familits.'      How  are 
I  they  to  pay  office  rent  nnd  clerk  hire-'     It  would 
;  be  no  wonder,  indeed,  if  we  should  hear  of  more 
frequent  mail  depredations.     How  long  can  bnn- 
est  and  competent  men  resist  the  lemplaiions  which 
surround  ihem,  nnd  continue  in  the  employment 
of  a  Government  ihai  so  poorly  rewards  ibem  for 
their  arduous  services.' 

To  remetly  these  evils,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  after 
mature  deliberation,  agreed  upon  the  bill  which  I 
have  just  reported,  with  ihe  exception  ofthe  pro- 
viso relative  lo  distributing  and  separating  post 
offices. 

This  bill,  without  that  proviso,  was  submitted 
to  the  Posimasier  Generol  for  his  views;  and  it  il 
due  to  that  high  functionary  that  I  should  say  thai 
the  bill  does  not  meet  his  approbation. 

[  A  ]  AuDIToa*8  Orrir.E,  March  in,  '-'" ' 

Sir  :  Fn  compliance  wllh  the  rcqucrt  nf  your  '■ 
this  dnv,  I  incli>*«;  herewilhs  i^talcinenl  of  ihe  rr\. 
Ihe  Depaninent  from  Ul  Jnly.  1810,  to  30th  Jane,  1(63, 
eiubracing  a  peritid  of  thirieen  yeari. 
Very  recpcclfully, 

WILLIAM  F.  rmhUTS,  Jlmdlbyr. 
Hon.  E.  B.  Oldi,  House  of  Heprtientatives. 
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I  now  tend  to  the  Clerk  the  eommnriKation  of 
Ih*  Poaunaatcr  QeBenil,  giving  his  views  upon  tb« 
Mbjectr«nd  will  ask  that  it  may  be  read: 

PofT  Orricc  Rsr  a«tiii»t,  Februvy  ST,  1854. 
Sir:  I  ImveaueMlvrljreouitdemllhapfqJect of*  <'bill 
torpgulsie  (lid  increue  the  pay  of  deputy  po^HmiMiKn," 
■uhmlited  by  ynu  ti  shiirt  time  since,  aiid  upon  reiaraing  tt 
to  ynu  I  b(^  leave  lu  prewiil  fbr  your  coualderaUon  the 
vfewt  1  emecuin  upon  the  >nb]rci. 

For  eonveiricki  rrfefeace  I  will  hern  •Ule  the  ralee  of 
cooiniiwina  ii|ln«mt  upon  teller  pottage  by  exUlhif  tawi, 
aa  couipared  with  the  ratet  provided  by  Ihe  propoaed  bill : 

PretenI  Ratet.  Pnyotti  Rala. 

50percent.ontbefirat.  $100  Mpercunl.  on  tbefirat.  $100 
40peiieeni.  ontbenext  3110  iW  per  cent,  on  the  neit  300 
Si  ym  cupi.  on  ihe  nesi  3,000  Ml  per  cent,  on  die  next  S,0OO 
1&  per  cent,  on  all  over  i>,4UU  IS.per  cent,  on  all  over  3^00 
10  per  rnnl.  on  lellera  13}  per  cent,  on  letlera 

for  dlstribalinn.  lor  difiribullon. 

With  Ihe  view  ofascertainlnK  the  effect  which  the  adop- 
tion of  the  propoaed  ralea  would  have  upon  the  revenue,  aa 
well  Ml  to  obialo  aa  ealimate  of  the  amnunt  that  would  be 
neceaisrjr  to  defray  Ihe  •xpenieii  of  dentrihullng  offlcea 
where  the  conimfniona  at  present  rates  are  insuflictent,  T 
addreeaed  a  coromunieation  tn  the  Auditor  flu  ihla  Oepnrt 
ineni,  and  herewith  aubmit  a  copy  nf  his  reply,  and  of  the 
tabtttarattueiaent  which  aeeofflpiuiied  it.  ThiHtaMeahowa 
the  anregale  amount  of  increase  in  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory cast  u|ion  the  letter  posiaires  received  in  the  quarter 
ending  Septetnber  30, 1853;  but  aa  it  is  propoaed  In  make 
lb*  cbaate  of  ralea  commenee  on  ihe  lat  of  April,  :fU3,  he 
feaa  aaliinated  the  quarter  preceding  and  tlie  iWn  quarters 
aticeeeding  the  B«*ptenihor  quarter  of  that  year.  Tliis  esti 
inate  ab'twathnt  the  proposed  ralea  of  comn.issinii  would 
reduce  the  revenue  ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  inen'.ase 
Um  eipendiiarea  of  the  Depanment  <at  >'  compenaation  to 
paetuaaters,"  "derlu  (nr  uffleea,"  fcc,  about  «303,94i. 
6ach  would  probably  be  the  effect  of  the.  proposed  change 
of  rates ;  and  it  is  respectriilly  suhniiited,  whether  Ihe  pub- 
lic Interest  really  requires  the  expenditure nf  so  large  a  sum 
Vfion  the  poat  onlces,  at  a  lime  when  large  additions  to  the 
mall  facilities  arc  demanded  in  all  pan^ofthe  country, aotf 
mora  eapeclally  in  the  nnwly  settled  Slates  and  Terriinriea. 
There  are  now  more  than  twenty- three  lhnus-.ind  post  of- 
ffcea  in  the  Cnlted  8lates,  of  whicli  number  it  is  lielieved 
Ihat  not  leaatlian  tea  tlionaand  are  held  rather  fhr  the  Inri. 
4«tilal  advaiMagea  they  afliird  than  for  any  pmfli  accruing 
slireelly  to  the  incumbents;  some  thousands  more  are  held 
hy  persona  who  are  now  content  with  the  direct  profli  and 
the  Ineidenlal  advaniagea  aelived ;  many  more  are  anniht 
with  avMiiy  kecaoae  the  oompensation  ia  aaipte  for  the  hir 
bar  and  aitaatloo  be  slowed,  and  but  a  Ikw,  comparatively, 
■•alte  an  inadequate  return  fbr  Ihe  services  and  responsibil- 
ity of  the  incuuibenta.  Theae  last  consist  chiefly  of  dis- 
tfibMiiig  oAicea  aiiuated  at  paints  where  the  coaiinisaioiia 
«i  delivery  nailer  are  ItHulHcieol  to  aid  in  campenaatlaf 
the  additional  labor  impoaed  by  the  duties  of  diwibtttion. 

Bulihe  proposed  scale  of  cnraniissiiuia,  whileil  Increases 
the  eompeneatlon  of  thonsands  of  poatmaater*  who  neither 
Bead  nor  expect  it,  alliNtla  no  aabalantial  relief  to  (be  Ms- 
tdlMMini  oOcea,  where  the  labors  perfitrmed  ace  mnat  ooer- 
oaS)  and  the  aervicea  rei>dered  are  of  the  almost  import- 
ance to  our  mail  system.  Therefhre,  to  give  efficiency  to 
oSees  of  tMs  elaas,  I  would  reepecllbfly  submit  tliat  it  can 
be  dona  moat  readily  aad  eronooilcally  by  reatoring  to  the 
Pnataaster  General  Ihe  powerglven  him  by  the  aiitb  arctioa 
of  *e  act  of  3d  March,  1851,  so  fhr  as  to  authorize  him  to 
make  allowances  from  the  1st  April,  1853,  to  distributing 
oikea,  anfllcient  In  cover  their  reasonable  and  neeeaaary 
«Z|waaes  ;firavided1li«sllowancea  so  made  ahall  not  exceed, 
fey  twenty  per  cenl.,  Ihe  respective  aenouiila  allowed  for  Uke 
purposes  ia  any  previous  year,  at  the  same  offices. 

The  Auditareatiniates  that  the  sum  of  ^,000  per  an- 
nnm  would  cover  all  the  additional  allowaoces  necessary 
fti  beaiade  la  the  dlanibutlng  offices ;  hot  If  Ihey  abnuhl 
reach  ^,000  a  year,  still  that  mode  of  relieving  them 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  preferable  on  the  score  of  ecooo- 
■ly,  to  any  general  Increase  of  the  rates  of  commiasion. 

There  is  yet  another  class  of  olHcea  which  require  the 
•Idof  Vangreas,  called  aepataltag  oacrs,  which  pet«irm 
service  aacond  in  importance  only  to  the  distribuung  ofll- 
ees.  They  src  situated  at  Ihe  termini  nr  diverging  points 
of  many  mail  routes,  and  they  overhaul  the  mails  and  sep- 
«rate  and  bag  the  matter  Ibi  the  different  diverging  routes. 
Many  of  these  offica  ale  ioade^ttalely  eompenaatedi  and, 
therefore,  I  tvoald  commend  the  subject  to  your  auentian, 
auggesiingliiat  the  power  to  make  additional  conipensiiiinn 
to  such  offices  might  be  conferred,  with  Ihe  same  limita- 
tion as  fn  the  ease  of  disiribailna  offices.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  Andimr  estiaiatea  ihas  $30,WI0  par  aomim  ivin  he 
aulRcienl  to  relieve  offices  qf  this  clasa. 

1  deem  it  my  duty  tn  nse  the  present  occasion  In  bring  to 
your  notice  the  fad  that  the  cnmpensatlon  of  Ihe  pAsiioaa- 
«srs  at  tlis  small  offices  wis  considerably  reduced  by  Ule 
operation  of  that  provision  of  the  "Act  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled *  An  act  to  reduce,  and  modify  the  rales  of  postage,' 
tie.,  approved  August  30,  1899,  which  declares  thai, 
"When  the  postage  upon  any  neivspaper  or  periodical  Is 
paid  qnaneily  or  yearly  In  advance  at  the  office  where  the 
said  periodical  or  newspaper  is  delivered,  oi  is  paid  yearly 
or  quarterly  in  advance  at  the  office  wliere  the  same  is 
mailed,  and  evidence  of  such  payment  is  furnished  In  Ihe 
nfficeuf  delivery  in  such  manner  as  the  Post  OffleeDepart- 
ritanl  shall,  by  genesal  regalaMoaa,  prescribe,  one  half  said 
rates  only  shalllM  obarged, "  This  diseovnl  of  Uly  per  cent, 
allowed  for  prepnyineiit,  Inures  chiefly  m  Ihe  benellt  of  the 
pnstinaaters  In  the  large  towns  snd  cities,  where  the  pre- 

Kyment  Is  commonly  made,  and  Ihe  country  ponmastera 
m  M  dellvet  tbe  papetsaad  peiipdieals  without  any  cob- 
pensaiioa. 
I  have  iho  honor  to  be,  most  reaneetfully,  yours, 

JAMES  CAMPBELL,  Pftmastn  General. 
Bon.  EnaoK  B.  Or.DS,  Ckairmnn  Oommiltee  Po^  Offiea 
aad  .Post  Jtead<.  Ksase  «/  Kepresrn'olhKs. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  will  ask  die  Clerk  to  do 
tat  ih»  ftyor  to  rmd,  in  thia  eoanaction,  the  Mti- 


hmMcs  or  the  Auditor  of  the  PostOffice  Department, 
refemd  to  in  the  commanicatioa  of  ihePosliaaatar 
Generid: 

AcoiToa'a  Orrict,  Post  Orvfca  DarAaTMeax, ) 
.Fetniarp  15,  IB54.     ) 

Bia:  In  answer  to  the  Interrogatoriea  propoaed  In  your 
letter  of  Ihe  14lh  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state — 

Isl.  That  If,  instead  of  ibe  cnmmissinns  now  allowed 
apon  letter  postage,  *'  the  proposed  rates"  should  be  sub- 
slilttled,  Ironi  and  after  the  let  April,  1853,  the  probable 
elTect  would  be  to  decrease  the  revenue  fur  the  year  ending 
31si  Msrch,  1854,  ahnnt  «30ll,0a0. 

For  Ihn  linsis  of  this  eslttnale  yoa  are  respectMly  re- 
ferred to  the  accompanying  aisteffleni  marked  A.* 

The  total  amount  of  letter  postage  for  tlie 
ausnerendingaOtb  June,  1853,  was... .....91,131,679  19 

auaiter  ceding 30th  0epteniber,  185.1,  was...  1,139,564  41 

BsUmated  liirSIsi  December,  1853,  was ],IAi),OI>il  00 

Eslimauid  for  3Ut  March,  1854,  was 1,180,000  00 


$4  600,943  60 


Taking,  then,  the  additlnnal  commlasiona  actually aacer- 
lalned  for  quarter  enriiiiK  30th  September,  18S3,  as  the  basts 
of  an  estimate  for  the  other  quaneta,  the  following  will  be 
Ihe  result: 

Quarter  ending  30ih  June,  1853,  estimated 473,819  06 

auartarendiiigSuih  September,  1 85^1, ascertained  75,078  35 
Quanerending30thDeccniber,lU53,estii»aled..  76,416  06 
auarterendin'g3latMarcb,1854,esiimated.....  77,631  00 


9308,944  35 


9d.  The  number  of  accounts  sul^eet  to  resettlement  prior 
lo  those  of  the  current  quarter,  should  the  proposed  rates 
lake  effect  from  and  alter  the  1st  April,  1853,  would  be 
sixty  live  thnuiiand  one  hundred  and  tfHty- three,  and  Ihe 
additional  clerk  hire  to  effect  this  would  not  exceed  Ihe 
suiu  of  93,000. 

3d.  I  f  Ihe  sixth  section  of  tbe  act  of  3d  March ,  1853,  were 
repealed,  snd  tlie  sixth  section  of  Ihe  act  of  3d  March,  1851 , 


•STATEMENT  A. 


intMasntlon  of  Pottnajtiert  fvr  quarter  ended  SepUmher 
J,  1853,  eoaijMSrCd  teithtkeprofoeed  ratet  0/ eommiuion. 


Ststss. 


Conipensa'n  Compensa'n 
at  present  at  proposed 
rales. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire. 

Vermont 

Massacbiiseiu.... 
Bhode  Island.... 

Coiiuecticul 

New  York 

Rewieraey 

Pennaylvauia.... 

Maryland 

Delaware 

DIsinci  of  Columbia. 

Virginia 

North  CaroHna 

South  Carolina. 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mlaslasippi c 

Luuisisna < 

Texas 

Arkanraa 

Keoweky 

Teuneasee 

Missouri 

Indiana  

Ohio. 

Ilhnois 

WiscoiisiB < 

Iowa 

Michigan 

California 

MianesotaTerritory 
Oregon  " 

New  Mexico  " 
Utah  " 

Nebraska       << 
Waablogton   •■ 


Increage, 


914,100  81 
8,183  88 
9,654  SS 

37.934  33 
3,335  78 

13,:)»7  78 

61,494  40 
9,569  10 

93,861  35 

6,518  3U 

1,618  93 

905  61 

17,556  99 
6^4  94 
5,457  96 

111,894  64 
1,938  47 
8,814  76 
8,001  08 
4,4US  88 
6,971  9-J 
3,568  3<l 

10,086  99 
8,a»6  88 
7,988  69 

15,309  74 

39,880  36 

17,986  87 

7,657  33 

5,738  30 

»,7tl9  .T7 

7,380  99 

470  58 

1,337  54 

I'JO  13 

158  67 

41  31 

134  49 


9388,054  60 


Whole  amooat  of  distribmlon  3d 
quarterof  1853 

Di'ductdistiibutionatofficea  hav 
ing  a  surplus  pfcom  missions : 


Portland. 

BoBlaa 

Hartford 

New  York.... 

Albany 

Bntlklo 

Troy 

PhUadelpbia:. 
Baliimore .... 
Washington... 

Chicago 

Deltoil. 


Letvlng  of  dislrlbu 


Total  taMtease.., 


910,804  47 
70,008  98 

8,587  98 

338351  75 

17,WI  41 

34,335  63 

6,777  54 
19,978  73 

8^63  64 

9A4B53 
fi,4l8  sa 
14,301  IS 


tlon. 


916,563  74 

9,699  90 

11,367  93 

33,301  39 

4,0.')U  63 

15,779  19 

73,096  68 

11,158  83 

39,79S  73 

7,405  65 

1,908  55 

971  49 

90,658  31 

7,947  3« 

6,4.18  96 

13,105  93 

3i68  73 

10,400  98 

9,430  57 

5,349  43 

7,0«0  77 

4,1183  40 

11,919  07 

VlJiil  51 

<7I5  36 

17,891  49 

38,710  n 

30,964  73 

9,113  IS 

6,648  96 

11, HIS  63 

9,G35  86 

553  94 

1,454  79 

KlOO 

191  3« 

46  80 

160  43 


99,463  93 

1,517  »a 

1,613  67 

5,366  97 

694  89 

9,38141 

10,073  98 

1,590  73 

5,93138 

987  45 

383  60 

65  81 

3,101  93 

1,113  14 

1,0UU  30 

9,311  35 

340  35 

1,586  33 

1,439  49 

843  54 

1,099  55 

515  01 

1,830  38 

\^n 

9^07  75 

5,880  83 

9,977  H6 

1,454  80 

910  76 

1,611  36 

1,644  87 

8B66 

33735 

39  87 

3i  59 
6  49 

95  93 


94!i7,983  80  968,938  60 


9701,417  73 


45.1,497  63 


9345,990  U» 
ai3i  per  cenl 


96,149  75 


175,078  85 


restored,  so  Ibr  as  tn  itse  the  Postmaster  Oenatal  aattunrttp 
to  allow  10  piwtmastara  ai  dtalilbiitiiui  oAcea,  where  the 
commlssiona  are  hisnfflcieni,  auch  additional  amnunt  as 
atlslii  be  necessary  to  defray  ihe  reaaonabte  and  necessary 
expenses  of  their  oAeee,  fWMfl  tst  Aptlli  MKi,  the  pmbai< 
Me  asnonnt  of  such  allowances,  should  tlie  present  raiea 
cnnttnup,  would  not  exeei-d  93.V'O0  per  year;  and  further. 
If  that  class  of  nfficerv  should  also  be  Inclnded,  wh<-re  a 
large  amount  nf  labor  Is  px|kended  In'aeparniing  the  maila^ 
I  have  iindnubi  that 990.000 addlii<mB|,Judicl<anly  applied, 
would  aflbrd  all  the  relief  abaolutely  oecessaiy.  Ami  here) 
also,  Bllnw  me  tn  say,  that  the  increase  of  cnmiiensmioB 
cniiteniptated  by  Ihe  pmpiwed  rales,  an  for  as  a  certain  class 
of  disinboiing  officers  are  roneemed,  will  lie  found  iiiad* 
equate  to  their  relief.  Take,  for  inytmice,  Bi.  Llwia  affle«i 
where  Ihe  eommiasinna  for  quarter  ending  30lh  June,  1653] 
were  insufficient  to  nay  Ihe  incidratal  expenses... 9878  lig 
And  fbr  quarter  ending  30lh  Sepiember,  1853 743  31 


Leaving  the  poelmasler  wlihoateoinpensaiisn,' 

and.......!. »....91,630?« 

in  dein,  while  Ihe  additional  comnilssinns  under  the  priir 
insed  rates  would  amount  only  to  91,135  19,  thus  leaving 
the  |i0stmnster'*8  eoinpensailnn,  and  9^^  1^  i'or  incldeniv 
expenses,  to  be  provided  ftw  la  some  other  fray. 

I  have  Ihe  honor  10  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedienf 
servant,  W.F.PHILLIPS. 

Bon.  Jahxs  CAHraxLL,  Porimatter  Gemral. 

With  all  due  deference,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  tho 
opinion  espresaed,  and  the  deductlouis  and  infer- 
eneaa  made  by  the  Postmaater  General  from  tho 
estimatca  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  OfHce  De>- 
partmenl,  against  the  paasaare  of  the  biH'  under 
consideralion,  t  beg  leave  on  behalfof  myself  and 
my  colleagueaon  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offic* 
and  Post  Roads,  most  reapeetfully  to  dissent:  and 
will  so  far  trespass  upon  (he  patience  of  the  House, 
as  to  notice  each  particular  objection  made  b^  the 
head  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

By  this  exhibit,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  auditor  fdr 
the  PostOffice  Department,  estimates  that  the  bill 
which  I  have  just  reported,  will  increase  the  ex- 
f  snditores  of  the  Department |^75,03S  35  perqnai^ 
tsr,  or  $302,944  per  annum. 

The  Poatmaster  General  very  pertinently  pau  tlw 
question,  "  Whether  the  public  interest  really  r^ 
quires  the  expenditure  of  so  large  a  snm  upon  tho 
post  offices  at  a  time  when  large  additions  to  the 
mail  faeilities  are  demanded  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  more  especially  in  the  newly-settled 
States  and  Territories )" 

With  all  Aae  deference,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  I  am  utterly 
at  a  losa  to  know  what  the  "  demand  for  increasaa 
mail  facilities," has  to  do  witli  theadjustmenland 
graduation  of  commissions  to  the  postmasters  of 
the  offices  already  established,  so  lhat  they  may 
receive  compensation  adet^uate  to  the  labor  pee- 
formed,  and  the  responsibility  incurred;  unless, 
indeed.  Congress  and  the  Postmaster  General  still 
act  upon  the  hypothesis,  that  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment  should  be  a  self-sustaioing  Department 
of  the  Government. 

If,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  to  return  to  saeh  m 
theory,  yoa  should  apply  the  pruning  hook,  not  to 
the  postmasters,  who  are  the  poorest  paid  of  all 
classes  of  Government  officials,  but  to  the  excres- 
cences which  Congress  has  fastened  upon  the 
Post  Office  Department.  If,  sir,  this  branch  of 
our  Government  is  to  be  a  self-sustaining  Depart- 
ment, do  awny  immediately  with  your  franking 
privilege,  and  let  everything  which  pass^ 
through  and  in  the  mails  m  the  United  States,  pay 
its  proper  tribute  to  that  Department  towards  i|s 
maintenance.  Sir,  the  friends  of  cheap  postage 
are  constantly  painting  us  to  Great  Britain,  where 
the  cheap-postage  system  ia  in  operation,  au^d 
where  the  post  office  department  not  only  aus- 
tains  itself,  but  is  acwatly  a  source  of  revenuw 
to  that  Government.  But  do  these  gentlemen 
undeistand  that  nothing  passes  through  the 
mail  of  Great  Britain  without  paying  postage? 
Do  they  understand  that  the  Postmaster  General 
of  Great  Britain,  the  members  oif  Parliament,  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  even  the  Queen  horsrif,  is 
denied  the  fhtnking  privileee,  and  Mast  pay  post- 
age the  same  as  the  humblest  subject?  Do  geit- 
tlemen  really  understand  that  the  firee  matter 
which  leaves  the  post  oiKce  in  this  city  abstracts 
from  the  revenues  of  the  Post  (MSec  Department 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  annually? 

i  repeat,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  you  desire  to  make  the 
Post  Office  Department  a  self-sustaining  branch 
of  the  Government,  do  away  with  the  transmission 
of  all  free  matter  through  the  mail,  and  by  this 
single  operation,  you  will  increase  the  revenues  of 
the  Department  more  than  twoand  a  half  millions 
of  dollars  annually  < 
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Again,  sir,  instead  of  applying  the  pruning  hook 
to  the  poor  postmasters  throughout  the  country, 
apply  it  to  the  ocean  mail  steamer  service.  It  is  a 
homely  maxim,  but  nevertheless  a  true  one,  thatit 
is  poor  economy  to  "stop  ihe  leak  at  the  spicket, 
and  leave  the  waste  at  the  bung-hole." 

Sir,  you  had  a  contract  with  E.  K.  Collins  & 
Co.,  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States 
mail  between  New  York  and  Liverpool,  ut  $19,350 
the  round  trip.  The  last  Congress,  notwithstanding 
I  thought  it  my  duty  as  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee  to  inform  the  House  that  there 
were  responsible  olTers  before  that  committee  to 
perform  the  service  at  |1U,UU0  the  round  trip, 
raised  the  compensation  to  ;J33,000  the  trip.  Thus 
voting  away,  to  one  single  company,  consisting, 
aa  1  am  told,  mostly  of  foreign  stockholders,  need- 
lessly and  wantonly,  $100,000  more  than  I  am 
desirous  to  obtain  for  these  twenty-three  thousand 
postmasters,  as  an  adequate  reward  for  the  ser- 
vices which  they  actually  render  to  the  country. 

Again,  sir,  if  the  Post  Office  Department  is  to  be 
made  a  self-sustaining  branch  of  the  Government, 
instead  of  applying  the  pruning  hook  to  the  post- 
masters, apply  It  to  your  railroad  companies,  who, 
notwithstanding  they  nearly  swallow  up  the  whole 
revenues  of  the  Department,  are,  like  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  horse  leech,  continually  crying,  "  Give! 
give!!" 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  inasmuch  as  when  the  bills 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  relative  to  the  railroad  and  ocean  mail 
steamer  service  shall  come  up  for  consideration,  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  dwell  more  at  length  upon 
these  abuses,!  will  not  further  discuss  them  at  this 
time. 

In  refutation  of  this  position  taken  by  the  Post- 
master General,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  advert  to 
the  fact  ihat  Congress,  in  thear.tofSd  March,  1851, 
reducing  the  postage  of  mailable  matter  to  ils 
present  low  rates,  distinctly  placed  upon  record  its 
aUandonment  of  the  policy  of  making  the  Post 
Office  Department  a  self-sustaining  Department. 

It  was  then  urged,  as  an  argument  against  the 
reduction  of  postage,  that  you  would  be  compelled 
to  reduce  the  mail  facilities  of  the  country,  and  cut 
down  the  compensation  of  postmasters,  or,  other- 
wise, make  the  Post  Office  Deportment  a  charge 
upon  the  National  Treasury. 

Now,  I  maintain,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  in  the  sixth 
and  seventh  sections  of  the  act  of  the  3J  March, 
'  1851 ,  Congress  pledged  itself  that  the  compensation 
of  postmasters  should  not  be  cut  down,  and  Ihe 
mail  facilitiesof  the  country  should  not  be  reduced, 
in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  poslsges. 

The  sixth  section  of  that  act,  as  I  have  already 
shown,  authorized  and  required  the  Postmaster 
General  to  estimate  the  compensations  of  deputy 
postmasters,  by  the  commissions  received  by  them 
during  the  year  preceeding  the  taking  effect  of  that 
act.  Nay,sir,itdid  not  stop  at  that,  but  actually 
allowed  an  increase  of  twenty  per  cent.,  as  shown 
in  the  proviso  to  that  section,  which  is  in  these 
words: 

"  ProvuteJ,  That  Ihe  whole  amount  of  commUsinn  al- 
lowed Ruch  poiiUnHslers  during  any  year  Khntl  not  exceed 
by  more  ihan  twenty  per  cent  the  amount  of  eomtiii^fiions 
at  siicli  office  for  Ihe  year  ending  the  3(}lh  June,  IKjl." 

The  seventh  section  of  that  act  is,  perhaps,  a 
more  explicit  abandonment  of  the  policy  referred 
to  than  is  the  sixth.    It  is  as  follows: 

"  See.  7.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  |wwt  office 
now  in  eziflence  fhal)  be  diiiconlinued,  nor  i^hnll  the  mnil 
service  on  any  mail  route  In  any  of  the  Slates  or  Territo- 
ries be  discontinued  or  dinlini^hcd,  in  consequence  of  any 
diminution  of  the  revenues  tliat  may  result  from  this  ant; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  ihe  Postmaster  General  to  estali 
lish  new  post  ortices,  and  place  Ihe  mail  service  on  any  new 
mail  routeri  established,  or  that  may  herealter  be  estnhlislied, 
in  the  same  manner  us  though  this  act  had  not  passed." 

These  sections  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  ISol, 
demonstrate,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt, 
the  abandonment  of  the  policy  of  making  the  Poet 
Office  Department  a  self-sustaining  depariinent  of 
the  Government.  They  also  demonstrate  the 
pledge  of  Congress,  that  the  compensation  of 
deputy  postmasters  should  not  be  reduced  by  the 
reduction  of  postage. 

Permit  me  next  to  show,  sir,  that  the  bill  which, 
by  order  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  I  have  re- 
ported, does  not  increase  the  compensation  be- 
yond the  amount  received  for  the  year  ending  the 
30ih  June,  1851. 

That  1  might  be  enabled  to  keep  the  proposed 
increase  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
the  3d  March,  1851,  which  1  regard  and  shall  con- 


sider as  the  pledge  of  Congress,  given  to  the  deputy 
postmasters  of  the  country,  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, in  accordance  with  my  request, has  furnished 
me  with  the  statement  which  1  now  send  to  the 
Clerk  to  be  read: 

Statement  of  the  coanpenraffon  to  Pottmattert  and  derkt 
for  offieet/or  the  yean  endinf  June  30, 18S0,  I8SI,  I8S3, 
anil  IIS53. 


Year  ending 
Juae3U. 

Compenu 
lion  to  Post- 
in  BBtera. 

"'o'iVei?'          Tou.. 

ISM 

1851 

]Brti 

51,519,376  19 
1,7H1,66«  .14 
1,753,361)  34 

9357,935  51 
aW,ll98  45 

4AI  <y:n  AH 

91,907,311  70 
2,140,784  79 
3,334.II3»  33 
2..fi!7.0B0  28 

ie.v) 

I.>«l,0lh2  151    .Mlfi.O-iH  13 

statement  of  compentation  to  PotltnuaterM  and  Vterks  for 
officei,  funrtcrs  ending  September  3U,  1651),  1851,  1854, 
and  1853. 

Quarter  ending 
3Ulh  Sepumbcr. 

Compeiisa- 

lion  lo  Pom- 

masters. 

Clerks  for 
offices. 

Total. 

1850 

«4I4,438  .% 
"451,765  77 
<451.«48  U5 
3i)»,054  8U 

891,015  15 
113,1.54  45 
l3U,au8  94 
139,693  53 

•505,453  71 
564,990  33 
681,457  89 
618,746  13 

1851 

18.V? 

1H53 

*These  sums  include  the  average  amount  of  additional 
compensali«>n  allowed  under  tile  sixUl  section  of  Uie  act  of 
March  3,  le51. 

The  first  statement  exhibits  the  compensation 
to  postmasters  ond  clerks  for  two  years  preceding 
and  two  years  succeeding  the  taking  effect  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  March,  18ol.  But  inasmuch  as  it 
embraces  only  one  quarter,  namely,  the  last  quarter 
of  the  last  year  in  which  postmasters  were  paid 
in  accordance  with  their  reduced  commissions,  it 
is  of  but  little  importance. 

The  second  statement  is  the  one  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.     It  exhibits 
I  the  compensation  to  deputy  postmasters  for  the 
:  first  quarter  in  each  of  the  years  named.     The 
quarter  ending  the  30th  September,  1853,  being 
I  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Ihe  3d  iVIarch, 
1853,  demonstrates  the  reduction  made  in  the  com- 
I  pensation  of  postmasters  by  the  provisions  of  that 
,  act. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
another  communication  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, and  then  we  shall  be  prepared  to  proceed  with 
our  deductions  and  conclusions: 

Post  Orrire  DfiPARTME.-tT,  March  8,  1854. 
MTDEAaSiR:    Pursuant   lo  your  request,  I  have  the 
plca:<ure  of  giving  you  below  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
post  offices  and  poslfiiaslers  in  tile  United  States  on  Ule30th 
day  of  June,  in  the  years  185U,  1851,  lrCi2,aiid  185:1. 

Yours  truly,  J.^MES  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  E.  B.  Olds,  House  ofRepre>entativea. 

June  30,  1850 18,417 

June  30,1851 19,706 

June  30,  18*2 20,901 

June  30,1853 22,320 

I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Speaker,  troubling  the 
House  with  a  calculation  showing  the  average 
compensation  to  each  postmaster  for  each  of  the 
fi.ical  years  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statements. 
These  exhibits  will  be  published  with  my  re- 
marks, and  thus  each  gentleman  will  be  furnished 
with  data  upon  which  to  make  his  own  calcula- 
tion. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  shov  what  was 
the  average  compensation  to  each  postmaster  in 
one  quarter  of  the  year  ending  the  30ili  June, 
1851,  and  for  a  corresponding  quarter  in  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  reduc- 
tion which  has  been  made  by  the  operation  of  the 
law  of  last  Congress — the  law  complained  of,  and 
which  the  bill  now  under  consideration  proposes 
to  remedy. 

I'The  estimates  given  me  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral are  the  quarters  ending  the  30th  September  in 
each  year.  The  compensation  to  postmasters  for 
the  quarter  ending  the  30th  September,  1850, 
being  the  fiscal  year  referred  to  in  the  act  of  the 
.3d  March,  1851,  was  $414,438  56.  The  whole 
number  of  postmasters  that  year  vyas  eighteen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventeen.  This 
would  give  a  compensation  to  each  postmaster  of 
$21  96  per  quarter.  Take  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  and  the  com- 
pensation to  postmasters  for  the  quarter  ending 
the  30th  September,  1853,  was  $389,054  60.  The 
number  of  postmasters  was  twenly-two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty.  The  average 
!  compensation  was  $17  43  per  quarter  to  each  post- 
master. 

Now,  sir,  add  to  this  the  increase  made  by  the 


bill  now  und'r  consideration,  according  to  tha 
estimate  made  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Puat  Office 
Department,  and  the  avemgecompeiisatiun  would 
be  $20  75  to  eoch  postmaater  per  quarter — being 
$1  21  per  quarter  to  each  postmaster  less  than  the 
amount  allowed  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1851. 

Thus, sir,  I  havedeinonslraied  beyond  all  doubt, 
by  the  esliniates  and  fads  submitted  to  the  Poi 
Office  Committee  by  the  Postmaster  General  hi 
self,  that  the  bill  which  1  have  reported,  should  i{ 
become  a  law,  will  still  leave  the  average  roinpen' 
sation  of  the  deputy  postmasters  full  T' 
below  what  it  was  under  the  act  of  Mat' 

But  I  may,  perhaps,  be  told  that  the  > m  uuurr 
consideration  proposes  to  give  the  Po.-ii master 
General  power  to  make  still  further  compensation 
to  the  postmasters  of  distributing  and  separating 
post  offices, and  that,  as  a  consequence,  it  will  vary 
the  computation  above  submitted,  and  greatly  in- 
crease the  average. 

From  the  data  furnished  by  the  Pn.'ilmaater 
General  and  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Oifice  De- 
partment, this  increased  compensation  to  distrib- 
uting and  separating  offices  can  be  brought  into 
the  computation  and  reduced  to  a  certainty. 

Both  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Auditor 
say  that  $25,000,  or,  at  the  outside,  $35,000  for  the 
'  distributing,  and  $20,000  for  the  separating  offices, 
I  beyond  their  present  compensation,  will  be  amply 
'  sufficient  for  the  extra  allowances  to  lhe«e  two 
j  classes  of  postmasters. 

By  reference  to  the  estimate  of  the  Auditor,  yoo 
will  perceive  that  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  in 
creased  commission  on  distribution  ut  disiributin(_ 
offices — allowed  in  the  bill  under  consideration—" 
amounts  to  $6,149  75  per  quarter  or  $24,599  per 
annum.  Deducting  this  amount  from  Ihe  $.S5,l.)U0t 
estimated  by  the  Postmaster  General  and  Anditnr 
for  the  Post  Office  Department,  will  leave  $30,401 
per  annum,  or  $7,600  25  per  quarter  lo  be  added 
to  the  average  of  $20  75  to  each  postmaster;  this 
will  increase  the  average  to  $21  13 — provided  the 
bill  under  consideration  becomes  a  law.  This  is 
still  an  average  of  nearly  one  dollar  leaa  per  quar- 
ter than  the  compensation  contempiaietl  by  th< 
act  of  the  3d  March,  1851. 

Make  still  anolhercalculation,if  you  please,  sir, 
and  It  will  show  the  same  result.  Under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1851,  the  avenge 
compensation  to  the  deputy  postmastera  was 
$21  96  per  quarter,  or  $87  84  per  annum.  Under 
the  law  of  the  last  Congress,  the  average  ro' 
tion  was  reduced  to  $17  43  per  quarter,  or 
per  annum,  being  an  average  deduction  ■ 
per  annum  to  each  postmaster.  There  beinj 
twenty-three  thousand  postmasters  in  the  Uni 
Stales,  would  make  the  sum  total  of  reduction 
amount  to  $370,760 

The  bill  first  agreed  upon  by  the  Post  Offici 
Committee,  the  Postmaster  General  informs 
would  increase  the  pay  of  all  the  postinnstei 
$302,944  35.  To  this  amount  add  the  <.30,401, 
the  estimated  increase  at  ilistribuling  and  separa- 
tine;  offices,  and  the  sum  total  of  increase  will  be 
$333,345  35cents,  being  still  $37,414  65  cents  less 
than  the  aggregate  compensation  to  the  deputy 
postmasters  would  be,  if  estimated  and  allowed  by 
the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1651. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  such  are  the  facta,  even 
upon  the  estimates  and  figures  given  us  by  the 
Postmaster  General  and  Ihe  Auditor  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.  And  I  desire  lo  put  the  ques- 
tion to  this  House,  and  let  their  action  upon  this 
bill  speak  the  answer:  Was  Ihe  promiae  made 
lo  deputy  postmasters  by  Congress,  in  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1851,  in  poui 
faith;  or  was  it  a  promise  "  made  to  the  ear  to  bt 
broken  to  the  hope.'" 

The  Postmaster  General,  in  his  communication, 
says,  that  of  the  twenty-three  thousand  post  oflices 
in  the  country,  not  less  than  ten  thousand  are 
held  rather  for  the  incidental  advantages  they 
afford  than  for  any  profit  accruing  directly  lo  th« 
incumbent.  Perhaps,  sir,  it  may  be  irue  that 
thousands  of  men  could  be  found  who  wotild  b* 
willing  to  hold  these  offices  for  their  "  incidental 
advantages."  But, for  one, I  am  utterly  opposed 
to  any  system  of  compensation  for  Government 
offices  which  looks  lo  the  "incidentals"  as  the 
reward  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  true  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  could  find  many  men  willing  to  hold  the 
office  of  Postmaster  General  for  the  sake  of  ila 
"  incidental   advanlageu;"  but  would    lhat    be  a 
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valid  reaton  why  the  present  most  excellent  io* 
cumbeot  «hould  be  depri  ved  of  his  ^,000  (ler  «n- 
Dum  !  Perhaps,  sir,  uie  people  couiU  find  Repre- 
MlUativea  iii  Congress  willing  to  bold  the  station 
for  ihe  sake  of  its  **  incidental  advanlages;"  but  is 
that  a  mlid  reason  why  we  should  all  be  deprived 
of  our  eight  dollars  per  day .'  Sir,  adopt  this  sys- 
tem, and  the  American  Congreaa  would  become  as 
corrupt  as  the  Briiisb  Parliament,  which  has  long 
practiced  upon  ilie  system  of  **  incidental  advant- 
ages." Sir,  we  have  had,  within  the  last  year  or 
two,  some  beautiful  specimens  of  the  *'  incidental 
wlvantagM"  of  political  position  and  official  in- 
duence,  as  manifested  in  the  Galphin,  the  Gardi- 
ner, arid  the  Mears  frauds,  enough,  I  trust,  to 
•alisfy  this  House  that  it  is  not  the  most  economi- 
cul  method  of  rewarding  Government  officials. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  is  any  soundneM  in 
auch  aa  argument,  why  has  not  the  Postmaster 
General  recommended  the  repeal  of  all  commis- 
-flions  to  these  ten  thousand  postmasters?  If,  sir, 
they  "hold  these  offices  rather  for  the  incidental 
advantages  they  afford  than  for  any  profit  accru- 
ing directly  to  the  incumbent,"  why  are  we  pay- 
ing them  any  commission  at  all  ?  If  the  argument 
is  sufficient  to  justify  this  reduction,  it  is  sufficient 
to  justify  A  repeal  of  all  commission.  I  repeat, 
air,  this  argument,  so  far  as  this  bill  is  concerned, 
«ith«r  proves  too  much,  or  it  proves  nothing  at  all. 
Ciacardine,  then,  the  system  of  "  incidental  ad- 
Tanlogsa,"  I  put  the  question  home  to  every  gen- 
tleman upon  this  floor :  Will  these  ten  thousand 
|K>8tmasters,  under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  re- 
ceive a  single  farthing  from  the  Government  more 
than  Ihey  reoJIy  earn?  Will  they  receive  a  single 
dime  mere  than  their  services  are  really  worth  to 
(he  Government?    If  not,  air,  let  us  act  upon  the 

food  old  maxim,  "  that  the  laborer  ia  worthy  of 
is  hire." 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Postaiaater  General  him- 
aclf,  baa  furnished  ua  with  an  unanswerable  argu- 
■nenl  in  favor  of  this  verjr  class  of  postmasters. 
In  hia  communication  to  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, already  read,  he  says: 

"  I  desm  it  inj  doiy  to  ose  the  present  oeesslon  to  brhif 
eoyeurnotieelbejket  that  On  compensation  of  Uie  post- 
luaatera  sc  llie  fmall  oflioes  was  conaiderably  reduced  by 
thai  provision  oftlie '  act  to  amend  Uia  act  entitled  an  act 
tti  reduce  and  modiiy  the  rates  of  poslace,'  ke.,  approved 
AogaM  30, 1899,  witfob  declares  that  <  when  Ike  poMSfe 
«paa  any  aewipaper  or  padodieal  is  paid  auarwrly,  or 
yearly,  in  advance,  at  liie  offlce  where  the  said  periodical 
or  newapaper  ia  delivered,  or  i>  paid  yearly  or  quarterly,  la 
advance,  at  die  office  where  the  aaroe  l«  mailed,  and  evi- 
dence oi^auch  payment  Is  roiaiabed  to  the  offiee  of  delivery 
in  nuch  manner  aa  the  Foal  Office  Department  (hall,  by 
IP^neral  n^fulatlona,  preKribe,  one  half  of  mid  ratpa  only 
shall  lie  charged.'  This  diacoant  of  flfky  per  cent.,  allowed 
n>r  prepayment,  aecraee  chiefly  to  the  beiielli  or  ihe  poat- 
maaMra  in  tlw  lai|e  lowas  sod  cities,  where  the  pnipay- 
jnoni  ia  commonly  made,  and  the  country  poMmaMcra  have 
to  deliver  tlw  papera  and  periodicaia  without  any  compen- 
sation." 

New,Mr.  Speaker,  does  the  Poatmaater  General 
euppoaethat  this  system  of  deducting  the  fifty  per 
cent.for  prepayment  eon  be  eban^?  Has  he  ror- 
l^ollan  tb«  otunor  raiacd  by  the  city  press  and  the 
pubiiaharsefperioiUeala  during  the  last  Conereas, 
followed  aa  it  waa  by  the  efibrta  of  the  city  Repre- 
aeotativea  in  this  Hall  for  this  particular  proviso 
in  the  law  modifying  the  rates  of  postage?  Sir, 
yau  have  not  forgolteo  it;  the  membera  of  the  last 
vongresa  have  no  t  forgotten  it,  and  can  fully  appre- 
«iate  the  futility  of  attempting  to  make  any  change 
ralative  to  thia  dedi^on  for  prepaymenu  I  am, 
therefore,  certainly  obliged  to  the  Postmaster 
General  for  placing  in  my  hands  an  unanswerable 
argument  in  favor  of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  the  postmasters  at  the  amatler — the  country 
post  offices.  His  reaaoning  is  so  irresistible  in 
itaclf,  that  I  feel  that  any  additional  comment  af 
ipy  own  would  lalhar  taatl  to  weaken  than 
•trengthen  ita  force. 

The  Committeeontbe.Poat  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
Mr.Speaker,  aA«r  receiving  the  communication  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  and  the  estimates  of  Uie 
Auditorof  the  Post  OAceDepartmeiit,came  unani- 
mously to  theconcluaion  that  they  had  not  proposed 
a  sufficient  int^easeof  compansstion  to  the  post- 
maauraofdistribuiinKand  separating  offices.  The 
committee  are  also  oftha  opinion  that  it  is  impos- 
aible  to  fix  a  rate  of  commission  to  these  two 
classes  of  postmasters  that  will  be  just  and  equi- 
table. Aa  oAcs  with  a  large  distribution  and  a 
aroali  delivery  wtwld  require  a  larger  commiosion 
th^n  an  office  with  a  amoJl  distribution  and  a  laiige 
delivery.  Take  aa  an  illustration  the  office  at  New 


York,  where  the  delivery  ia  very  large.  At  that 
office  the  rates  of  commission  proposed  will  leave 
a  surplusage  to  be  returned  to  the  general  rev- 
enue of  the  Post  Office  Department,  wnilat  at  Chi- 
cago, St.  Louis,  Columbus,  and  many  others,  the 
rates  proposed  would  not  afford  to  the  postmas- 
ters, after  paying  rents,  clerk  hire,  &c.,  a  single 
dollar  of  compensation.  At  Columbus,  in  my 
own  district,  the  postmaster,  after  having  applira 
the  whole  of  his  commissions  to  the  payment  of 
office  rent,  clerk  hire,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses, finds  himself  not  only  minus  his  own  sal- 
ary, butactually  out  of  pocket  about  forty  dollars 
per  quarter. 

1  send  to  the  Clerk  a  letter  just  handed  me  by 
an  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri: 

FoBTOrrici  St.  homt,  March  il,  1854. 

IlBAaSta:  I  have  bad  former  experience  or  vour  kind 
diapoaitioo  to  auend  to  tile  inlereota  of  thoae  having  no 
claim  upon  yon  aa  of  your  conaiituency,  and  am  tliMeby 
induced  to  a>li  your  aaaiatance  in  Ihe  preaent  eaae. 

When  poaugea  were  reduced  in  1861  it  was  evident  that 
the  then  exiating  commiaatona  to  poatmaalers  would  not 

Say  aalariea.  and  eipeoaea ;  bul  as  Congreaa  could  not  then 
X  upon  a  proper  raleof  commiaaiona,it  waa  provided  ihai 
posimaatera  abimid  receive  every  quarter  aa  much  aa  hia 
office  paid  fur  the  correapondiiig  quarter  prior  to  the  SOth 
June,  1851,  with  twenty  per  cent.  addiUODal,  at  the  dlacre- 
don  Of  the  Poatmasler  General. 

Thia  law  conUnued  la  Aitee  nodi  the  last  day  of  die  last 
aeaaion  of  Congreaa. 

Un  the  3d  March,  18S3,  an  act  waa  passed  fliintlbecom 
misaioiia  of  poatmaatera;  and,  aa  liie  Poatmaater  General 
eonatrued  it,  repealing  the  diacretiOD  veMed  in  Mm  by  tlw 
act  of  1851  to  allow  soy  sddidnnal  compenaaUon. 

Of  the  passage  of  thia  law  I  hod  no  notiee  from  the  De- 
partment or  otherwise,  and  was  ignorant  of  It  until  I  hiul 
made  my  returna  for  two  quarters. 

Aa  soon  as  I  cams  to  the  Icnowledge  of  Ihe  itot  I  went 
to  Waahingion  to  aea  lbs  Poauaoater  Oeneisl.  I  ehowcil 
talui  that  I  had  conducted  the  offlce  with  economy,  and 
that  my  expenaea  were  within  the  proviainns  of  the  act  of 
1851,  and  that  if  my  aecouula  were  to  be  aettled  ander  tlw 
set  of  1853, 1  would  lidl  behind  about  ai,40u  a  quarter,  or 
$ifil»  for  die  year. 

The  Postmaster  General  wished  me  to  hold  on  tO  the 
offlce  for  the  present,  and  aaid  he  would  preaent  the  aub- 
Ject.  which  embraced  othera  aa  well  aa  myaelf,  la  bis  an- 
nosi  report  to  Coagresa,  and  that  immediats  rrHef  would 
be  sAirded. 

The  Postmaster  General  redeemed  his  pledge,  and  repre- 
sented Ihst  some  postmasters  not  only  received  no  salary, 
bat  paid  out  their  own  fUnds  to  sustain  the  nepartment,and 
asked  dial  saihorlty  be  given  Idm  le  senle  in  such  eases  on 
principles  of  juatica  and  equity. 

Several  montlis  of  the  aeaaion  of  Congress  has  now 
elapsed,  and  no  bill  reported  In  conformity  to  Ihe  recom- 
mendsiion  of  die  Poatmsster  <3eneral.  I  feel  uneasy  under 
this  state  of  tilings,  sad  have  lo  call  upon  my  frienda  to 
sasist  me. 

If  Ihe  Miasonri  delegation  will  take  it  In  hand,  I  am  aalb 
— the  case  Is  a  simple  and  plain  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant. 

ARCHIBALD  GAMBLE. 


To  meet  such  eoaea  aa  thia,  the  ooramittea  have 
added  the  proviso  having  reference  to  distributing 
and  separating  officea. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  think  I  have  demonstrated  that 
Congreaa,  by  the  aa  of  the  3d  March,  1851,  is 
pledged  to  realora  the  companaation  of  pos  tmaatera 
to  aomathiog  near  what  it  waa  prior  to  the  reduc- 
tion which  took  place  in  poatagcs  consequent  upon 
the  paeaage  of  tliat  act,  and  tha  act  of  the  30th 
August,  1659.  1  think  1  have  also  shown,  upon 
the  estimates  of  the  Poatmaster  General,  and  the 
Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  that  the 
bill  under  eonaideration  will  not  make  the  comr 
miosiona  of  deputy  poatmaaters  as  much,  by  more 
than  twelve  p«r  cant.,  aa  they  were  during  the 
fiacal  year  ending  tha  90th  of  June,  1851. 

The  only  questioni  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  which 
I  eonaider  important  to  be  farther  preaoited  lo  the 
Houae  ia  this:  la  it  right  and  proper  in  itself  that 
the  compensation  to  deputy  postmasters  should 
be  so  increoacd  as  to  place  tiiem  on  soms  kind  of 
equality  with  other  classes  of  Government  offi- 
eiala?  Certainly,  air,  no  dasa  of  Government  em- 
ployees perform  more  arduous  and  responsible 
onues;  and  it  is  etfually  certain  that  no  claaa  is  so 
poorly  paid.  From  every  section  of  the  Union 
we  hear  conatant  murmnrine  and  diaaalisfaction 
sxpressed.  There  is  scaredy  a  member  upon 
this  floor  but  what  has  been  importuned  by  his 
eonstituenta  to  take  speedy  action  upon  some 
measure  which  shall  remedy  tha  evil  complained 
of. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  thank  the  Cleik  to  read  the 
letter  which  I  send  to  his  desk.  It  is  but  a  speci- 
men uf  hundreds  which  I  have  received  from  all 
aectiona  of  the  Union  i  and  I  have  no  doubt  bat 
that  nearly  every  member  of  thia  House  has  in  his 
possession  many  similar  communications: 

BaAarrowif,  Mn.,  JVtmary  9u,  1854. 
Deab  Sia :  Seeing  by  the  aewapspere  that  you  are  chair- 


man of  the  Poal  Office  Comminee  In  the  Bniiae  of  Kepre- 
aentadvca,  and  I  beinn  poaimasier  at  thie  place,  and  not 
uiiderataiiding  some  mailers  as  well  as  I  presume  you  do,  f 
teve  concluiied  to  write  tbi«,  in  hope  that  yau  may  be  BUe 
to  give  rite  tiie  required  inloimaiiou. 

I  look  charge  ol  the  poal  office  here  on  Sd  Angiiai  Ian, 
and  among  the  papers  nauded  over  lo  me  by  my  predeces^ 
eor,  waa  an  ael  to  reduce  and  modify  ihe  rates  of  postage, 
lie.,  in  lhei;nlledBntea,ap|>roved  3d  March,  1851,  where- 
in It  appears  thai  pwiniastera  were  tti  be  aMowed  the 
compeiisailon  they  received  for  tiie  quarter  ending  30th 
June.  1851 ;  and  ao,  by  aaid  act,  when  I  made  not  my  retura 
for  the  balance  of  the  quarter,  I  wrote  to  die  Aiidtlur  I 
should  retain  tlw  whole  of  dw  money,  as  it  would  not  ihea 
be  in  proportion  to  the  pay  received  fur  the  quarter  ending 
3Ulh  June  1851,  as  I  thouxbt  tiiat  waa  the  Inat  law  naanea 
on  Ihe  snbject  of  pOKtages  and  compensaiioa  of  post- 
masters.  As.|<r)on  aa  he  received  my  note  bb  sent  me  a 
circular,  No.  84,  daisd  8lb  ol  Ocuiber,  1853,  dellning  lbs 
cfimmisainita  allowed  by  law  to  pniitinaaters,  whieb  ar^ 
the  same,  or  very  Mule,  **  it  any."  better  than  Ihey  were 
in  185u,  and  wiih  more  business  done  now  ;  yet  a  poatmas- 
tar's  pay  does  not  omouut  to  half  what  it  did  pravious  ts 
the  paaasge  of  the  act  above  referred  to.  At  that  time  the 
business  of  the  offlce  was  gradually  increaaing,  and  it  was 
to  the  postmaster's  interest  to  build  up  die  offlce,  by  in- 
ducing persoaa  le  snbacilbe  lo  newspapers,  fce.  But  now 
h  Is  Ihe  reverse,  as  Ihe  trouble  will  not  pay  i  a$,f»t  im- 
ilanee:  the  last  quarter,  ending  31st  December,  1853.  diete 
were  three  hundred  and  ninety  Baltimore  papers  handed 
out  of  this  otHce  to  subscribers,  and  my  conimlisinn  waa 
only  48J(  cents  i  whereas,  there  were  only  three  hundred 
sod  sixty  Ibnr  Bsldmora  papers  Isken  at  Ibis  offlee  oa 
SIst  December,  1850,  and  yet  my  commission  on  ihem  was 
$\  6i  i  and  Ihe  commission  on  letters,  papers,  fcc,  for  the 
correspuiiding  quarters  ofl850  and  1853,  will  be  stated  below. 
Yon  will  thus  aee  what  a  vsat  dilTerance  it  makea  in  out 
enmmlsaions  now  and  /Aaa.  Besiltee,  Ibera  la  a  consiit- 
erable  more  tnuMe  in  keeping  Ihe  accounts,  kc,  now 
than  formerly ;  and  If  a  postmaster  wishes  to  be  obliging, 
and  give  geneni  aatisfliction,  be  will  have  to  open  his  office 
after  night,  alihoogh  not  eompelled  by  law  m  do  so ;  and  it 
baa  (kequentiy  been  the  ease,  since  I  have  had  the  offlce,  ibv 
I  have  gone  and  opened  it  three  and  four  times  aAer  night,  lo 
hand  out  papers,  he.,  to  persona  living  in  the  coantry,  who 
could  not  apare  the  tinm  to  come  after  them  in  the  day-; 
and  that  ia  attended  with  aonw  expenae  in  the  way  of  oil 
and  moMhea.  Now,  if  I  am  only  to  be  allowed  fll^  per 
cent,  on  papen,  1  shall  never  undertake  to  get  up  another 
dub,  unless  a  specified  salary  be  allowed  me.  I  lold  a  geu- 
deman  a  few  ilays  since  thai  if  be  wanted  a  paper  he  had 
better  sand  on  the  full  amount  lo  the  ediuir  and  take  ooe, 
as  t  shall  do  t  or.  If  be  chose,  be  might  get  up  a  dub./or  / 
would  not.  "The  subsctiptioos  of  those  now  taking  papera 
I  feel  very  willing  ahould  run  out,  aa  the  h-ouble  does  not 
pay ;  more  especially,  aa  I  sdvsnoed  the  money  for  sevend 
iDdividusla  couiposlng  the  lost  two  clubs ,  sad  heve  not 
yet  been  paid.  I  never  will  have  snytbing  to  do  with 
another  club,  unless  I  get  better  nay  tiisn  I  do  now. 

Now,  sir,  do  tell  ine  whether  I  am  not,  by  the  law  above 
referred  lo,  allowed  lo  retain  dw  ivbole  amounteollecied,  if 
it  does  DiK  aaaoaalio  samucb  as  iheeoauniaaioasdidoii 
3UUi  Juaa,  1851  i  or  if  the  Department  wiU  oat  allow  nw  at 
that  rale  oil  onr  dnal  settieroeni?  On  your  answer  determ- 
ines my  holding  the  offlce  or  not.  Please  answer  ibis  at 
your  earliest  eonvrnienee,  and  oMige, 

Very  respectlblly,  yoona, 

EDWABD  BURPORD,  Poaimaslsr. 

Ilnn.  Doctor  Olds.  , 

Postmaster's  commisslona  for  the  quarter  ending  31st 
December,  1851,  #7  OV ;  quarter  ending  Slat  March,  1858, 
#>  81 1  for  pan  or  a  qasrter,  begtauing  on  1st  April,  sod 
ending  il9d  Hey,  1853,  |8  14 ;  quarter  ending  Slat  Deeest- 
ber,  1853,  (3  M:  for  part  of  a  quarter,  brgiasini  oa  M 
August,  and  ending  on  SOth  September,  1853, 93  SO. 

It  is  not  the  complaint  of  postmasters  alone 
which  reaches  us;  but  the  whole  community  seems 
to  be  impressed  with  a  belief,  that  under  our  pres- 
ent low  postage  system,  their  mail  facilities  are 
reduced,  and  the  employees  of  thia  Department  ore 
too  poorly  paid  to  rencfer  such  accommodations  as 
the  public  hasn  right  to  expect.  No  subjectunder 
the  control  and  supervision  of  Congress  affects 
more  directly  the  interests  of  all  classes  and  con- 
ditions of  society,  than  the  mail  service  of  tha 
counlryi  Under  existing laws,the  postal  business 
is  emphatically  a  Government  monopoly;  conse- 
quently, great  care  should  be  taken  to  render  thia 
branch  of  the  public  Service  popular  with  the  people, 
by  keeping  pace  with  their  reasonable  demands 
and  expectations,  and  by  giving  an  adequate  com- 
pensation to  those  whose  time  and  patience  are 
constantly  taxed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
more  than  twenty-three  thousand  post  officea 
throughout  the  thirty-one  States  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  this  Union. 

Justice  to  the  whole  community,  as  well  aa  to 
these  twenty-three  thousand  postmasters,  and  a 

K roper  regard  lo  the  importance  and  dignity  of 
tbor,  demand,  as  I  conceive,  the  apeedy  passage 
of  the  bill  under  consideration,  ' 

The  positiuns,  Mr.  Speaker,  which,  during  my 
brief  hour,  I, have  attempted  to  elaborate,  and 
which,  as  I  conceive,  1  have  established  beyond  all 
controversy,  are — 

First.  That  Congress,  in  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1851,  pledged  the  faith  of  this  Government  that 
the  reduction  in  postage  sbnuld  not  lead  to  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  compensatmn  to  postmasten. 
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Second.  That  in  consequence  of  the  rfduclion 
of  postage,  tlie  Inhor  of  deputy  poslmasters  has 
been  increnKed  fullv  ibree-fuld. 

Third.  That  by  'the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1853, 
the  compensation  of  deputy  poatmaaters  haabeen 
reduced  more  than  thirty-five  per  cent. 

Piiurth  That  the  bill  which,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Post  Office  Conimiiiee,  I  have  presented  for 
the  conaideralion  of  this  House,  does  not  increase 
the  coiniiensniion  of  deputy  postmasters  beyond 
what  they  are  honestly  entitled  to  receive  as  an 
equivnleiit  for  the  labor  they  actually  perform, 
nnd  is  at  lea.st  twelve  per  cent,  below  the  com- 
mission contemplated  in  the  pitdge  of  Congress, 
given  them  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
3J  of  Murch.  1851. 

Mr.  Speaker,  have  I  not  made  out  such  a  case 
as  calls  upon  the  justice  and  the  magnanimity  of 
this  Congress  for  speedy  a<'tion?  Shall  it  be  said 
that,  with  an  overflowingTreasury.and  at  a  time 
when,  in  consequenceof  the  greatly  increased  cost 
of  living,  we  have  raieed  the  salary  of  all  the  heads 
of  Depnrtnients,  and  are  about  tn  increase  the  pay 
of  the  various  government  clerks,  that  we  shall 
break  our  promise  to  these  deputy  postmasters, 
and  require  them  to  labor  and  toil  without  an 
adequate  compensation,  for  fear,  perad venture,  the 
Post  Office  Deuarlmentmay  become  a  charge  upon 
the  National  Treasury  .>  I  cannot,  I  will  not  be- 
lieve that  Congress  will  subject  itself  to  the  odium 
that  must  follow  such  a  policy. 

Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  and  as  obviating  any 
necessity  for  delay,  that  the  language  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  is  precisely  the  langungeused 
in  existing  laws  upon  this  subject.  The  only 
change  is  in  the  rate  of  commission,  and  in  the 
proviso  relative  to  distributing  and  separating 
offices.  I  hope,  fir,  the  bill  may  at  once  receive 
the  favoral>le  considerniion  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman — thechairmon  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  ond  Post  Roads — a  question.  I 
desire  to  know  if  this  bill  proposes  to  go  back  in 
its  operation  to  postmasters  who  are  out  of  office.' 
1  ask  the  question,  because  I  did  not  understand 
what  was  the  fact  upon  this  point  when  the  bill 
was  read. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  is  to  take  effect  from  the  com- 
menctment  of  the  next  fiscal  quarter;  but  in  dis- 
tributing offices,  where  actual  losses  have  occurred , 
it  allows  the  Postmaster  General  to  go  hack  to  the 
first  of  March  last,  and  to  make  up  such  losses. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  lalsodesire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  a  question  in  connection  with 
this  bill.  Does  he  propose  to  alter  the  rates  of 
postage  in  any  manner  so  as  to  increase  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Post  Office  Department  so  as  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  which  this  bill  will  create.' 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman.  The 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  have 
reported  a  bill  requiring  the  postage  upon  letters,  in 
all  cases,  to  be  prepaid.  We  have  not,  it  is  true, 
inade  any  provision  for  changing  the  rates  of  post- 
age; but  when  Ihol  bill  cornea  up  for  ronsideralicm, 
it  will  be  in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  to  pro- 
pose any  change  in  the  rates  of  postage  which  he 
may  think  proper.  And  I  will  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  that  when  that  bill  comes  up 
for  consideration,  if  he  will  introduce  a  proposi- 
tion increasing  the  postage  on  letters  from  three 
to  five  cents,  it  will  meet  my  most  hearty  approba- 
tion, and  shall  have  my  support. 

I  have  shown  conclusively  to  the  House  that 
five  and  ten  cen's  are  the  revenue  point  in  respect 
to  postage  on  letters — that  when  the  rates  were 
higher  than  that,  the  amount  of  revenue  derived 
was  less;  that  when  the  rate  was  reduced  below  that 

fioint  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  wos  also 
ess;  and  that  five  cents  is  the  point  which  will 
produce  the  highest  revenue  point. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  my  friend  from  Ohio 
state  the  difference  between  the  receipts  into  the 
Post  Office  Department  and  the  expenditures  of 
that  Department;  in  other  words,  will  he  inform 
me  how  much  the  General  Treasury  has  to  pay 
for  the  Post  Office  Department? 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  will  answer  the  gentleman.  Ex- 
cluding the  amount  paid  to  the  Collins  line  of 
ocean  mail  steamers,  and  excluding  the  amount 
paid  10  the  California  ocenn  mail  steamers,  which 
do  not  properly  come  within  the  expenditures  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  the  deficiency  is  still 
above  (3,000,000  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  as  saying  that  he  leaves  out  the 
nmixiiit  paid  to  these  ocean  mail  steamers,  as  not 
properly  coming  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.' 

Mr.  OLDS.  As  leaving  out  only  those  now 
charged  to  the  revenue  of  the  Department.  If  I 
understand  correctly,  the  Collins  and  Law  &  As- 
piiiwall  lines  of  steamers  are  not  a  charge  on  the 
revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  but  are  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  while  j 
the  Bremen  and  other  lines  are  a  charge  on  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     How  much  charge  are  the  \ 
Collins  Biid  the  other  lines?    I  believe  a  million 
and  a  quarter. 

M  r.  OL  l)S.  The  Collins  line  costs  $858,000  per 
annum,  and  the  Law  &  Aspinwall  line  $838,000 
per  annum;  in  all,  more  than  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  understand  the  sum 
of  the  statement  of  my  friend  from  Ohio  to  be, 
that  the  general  Treasury  is  supplying,  at  this 
time,  a  deficiency  of  about  $3,500,000  in  the  rev- 
enue of  the  Post  Office  Department,  including  all 
the  ocean  mail  service. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  undertakes  to 
make  the  ocean  mail  service  a  charge  on  the  De- 
partment, which  Congress  never  contemplated. 
The  very  cry  raised  by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  these 
ocean  mail  steamers  was,  that  they  were  to  be 
war  vessels  in  case  of  war;  and  it  was  a  mere  pre- 
tense to  put  them  into  the  carrying  of  the  mail. 
And  if  you  will  do  away  with  your  ocean  mail 
sieamera,  and  open  the  carrying  of  the  oceon  mails 
to  contracts,  as  you  do  your  land  service,  1  venture 
the  prediction  that,  instead  of  paying  $33,000  the 
round  trip,  you  can  have  it  made  for  less  than 
$10,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  undersiond  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  say  that  he  has  a  bill  proposing 
some  modifications  in  relation  to  postage.  Would 
it  not  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  move  the 
substance  of  the  bill  in  connection  with  this  one, 
as  it  is  now  up,  co  that  we  way  have  a  guarantee 
it  will  be  acted  on  at  this  session  of  Congress, 
and  that  this  great  deficiency  between  the  revenue 
and  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  shall  be 
relieved  ?  If  we  go  on  in  this  way;  if  we  go  on 
tinkering — for  I  must  regard  it  as  nothing  else — if 
we  go  on  tinkering  the  |xistage  of  the  country  as 
we  have  been  doing  for  a  few  years,  in  a  short  lime 
you  will  have  your  whole  Post  Office  Department 
a  charge  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  say,  for  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  that  the  bill  to  which 
he  has  referred  stands  high  on  the  Calendar,  and 
will  undoubtedly  be  reached  in  time  to  be  acted 
on  at  this  session  of  Congress;  and  I  do  not  choose, 
for  one,  to  bring  all  the  prejudices  that  will  be 
brought  to  bear  against  ihe  proposition  to  raise  the 
postage,  to  bear  against  the  bill  for  paying  the 
postmasters  a  proper  compensation;  neither  do  I 
see  that  the  two  are  at  all  connected.  Y«>u  have 
anoverflowingTreasury.  You  require  these  post- 
masters to  labor  for  nought,  nay,  absolutely  to  pay 
out  of  their  own  pockets  the  expenses  of  their  poet 
offices,  and  while  you  have  this  overflowing  Treas- 
ury. Do  justice  to  them;  pay  them  a  reasonable 
compensation,  and  then  raise  your  postage,  and 
you  will  have  my  approbation  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  but  a  few  more  words  to 
say  in  relation  to  this  matter;  and  1  desire,  unless 
some  gentleman  proposes  to  ask  me  a  question  in 
reference  to  the  bill,  to  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  put  ihe  bill  on  its  pa.isage. 

[Here  the  Speaker's  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Was  not  the  gen- 
tleman's time  out  before  he  called  for  the  previous 
question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  not  out  for  one 
minute. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  was  cautious,  and  kept  my  eye 
on  the  clock. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question  .' 

[Cries  of"  No!"] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  call  for  thepreviousquestion  so  that 
I  may  make  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  the  gentleman  will  promise  to 
renew  the  cjill  I  will;  but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  promise  to  do  so. 


Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Virginia.  We  have  not  seen 
the  bill,  and  know  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  bill  wos  published  in  the  Even- 
ing Star  two  (lays  ago. 

Mr.  WALSH.  We  are  not  all  star-gazers. 
[Laughter] 

Mr.  JON  ES.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
move  tn  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  SEWARD.    Idid. 

Mr.  JONES.  Will  the  gentleman  withdraw  it, 
as  the  call  for  the  previous  question  has  been  with- 
drawn? 

Mr.  SEWAUD.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JONE.S.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  to  recom- 
mit this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
in  connection  with  it  to  increase  the  postages  of 
the  country  so  as  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  th« 
Post  Office  Department. 

I  have  no  ideo  that  this  House,  from  the  feeling 
which  has  been  manifested  here,  will  sustain  my 
motion;  but  I  will  vote  against  this  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  if  1  stand  alone. 

Mr.  OLDS.     1  expected  you  would. 

Mr.  JONES.  Yes;  and  the  gentleman  ahooU 
do  it  also. 

Mr.  OLDS.    No,  he  should  not. 

Mr.  JON  ES.  The  reduction  of  the  poslagecom- 
menced  in  1845,  and  we  put  it  at  five  and  ten  cents 
upon  a  single  letter.  The  first  effect  of  that  was 
that  the  receipts  fell  below  the  amount  necesnary 
to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  Department. 
After  a  year  or  two,  however,  the  receipts  abont 
came  up  to  the  wants  of  ihe  Department.  Then 
a  further  reduction  was  made;  and  from  that  time 
to  this,  the  mail  service  hosbeen  principally  quar- 
tered upon  the  Treasury  of  the  country,  tnd  con- 
sequently on  the  tax-payers,  and  not  upon  those 
who  are  (larticularly  benefited  by  that  service. 

Now,  sir,  the  Postm.ister  General,  in  his  re- 
port at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  shows  that  the  whole  number  of  post 
offices  m  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30th,  1853,  was  22,3*20. 
Of  that  number  255  are  of  the  highest  class,  the 
postmasters  at  which  are  appointed  by  the  Pre»- 
ident.  Out  of  the  23,000  post  offices  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  haa 
referred  to,  and  the  postmasters  at  which,  hesays, 
are  clamoring  here  for  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion, but  255  of  them  are  of  what  is  considered  by 
the  Department  of  the  first  class,  or  those  the  posW 
masters  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  PresiueDtj 
and  I  believe  the  President  appoints  all  poslmas- 
ters, by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the 
Senate,  whose  compensation  annually  exceed* 
$1,000. 

Then,  sir,  by  the  operation  of  the  bill  which 
has  been  reported  this  morning  and  read  at  the 
desk,  you  give  sixty  per  cent,  upon  the  first  $100 
per  quarter;  that  leaves  $40  for  the  Department. 
Upon  the  next  $300  you  give  fifty  per  cent.;  and 
the  compensation,  if  the  amount  should  be  ^00 
per  quarter,  will  be  $210  per  quarter  to  the  post- 
master, and  $190  to  the  Post  Office  Deparlmeni; 
and  this  rate  of  compensation  will  cover  all  the 
post  offices  in  the  country,  except  those  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five,  the  postmasters  of  which  ar« 
appointed  by  the  President.  Thus  you  give  more 
than  one  half  of  all  the  postages  of  the  coantrv 
for  the  collection  of  them.  ' 

Now,  sir,  if  you  will  increase  the  postages  so 
as  to  supply  this  deficit  of  ^,000,000,  and  let  the 
compensation  of  postmasters  stand  at  what  it  is 
at  present,  you  will  increase  their  commisnion 
more  by  that  operation  than  you  will  by  pa.'min^ 
this  bill  merely  for  the  increase  of  compensation 
without  touching  the  postages.  For  one,  I  bc- 
heve  it  would  be  much  better  if  you  just  give 
postmosters,  at  nil  offices  under  $500  a  year,  the 
entire  receipts  of  their  offices,  and  dispense  ivilh 
the  immense  force  we  have  here  to  audit,  control, 
and  collect  these  quarterly  reports  of  postmasters 
thioughout  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Olds]  read 
some  statements  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  the 
effect  that  there  were  ten  thousand  postmast^tv 
who  did  not  accept  (heir  offices  for  the  sak  e  oT  a  n  v 
emolument  to  be  expected  therefrom.  I  think 
myself  that  a  reference  to  the  list  of  post  offices 
and  poslmasters  throughout  the  country,  the  re- 
ceipts of  their  offices,  and  the  compensation  which 
they  receive,  will  satisfy  any  gentleman  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  make  that  investigation , 
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thart  RiiMt  b«  aome  twelre,  perhaps  fiOMi),  thou- 
•and  out  of  the  twenty-three  inottsand  poaimosten, 
■who  (io  not  necepi  their  offices  for  the  pay  or 
emolument  which  thejr  are  to  receive.  Why,  I 
Buppose  that  (here  are  more  than  ten  thousand  post- 
masters whose  compensation  cannot  exceed  fifty 
dollars  per  year.  Does  any  man  suppose  that  any 
postmaster  who  seeks  the  office,  and  desire*  the 
appointment  of  postmaster,  with  the  expectation 
of  attending  tu  the  duties  appertaining  to  such  ap- 
pointment, makes  Ruch  application  for  the  sake  of 
getting  (he  sum  of  fifiy  dollars  per  annum  ?  There 
are  thousands  of  postmasters  throughout  the  coun- 
try whose'  annual  compensation,  I  doubt  not,  is 
under  ten  dollars  per  annum.  I  know  that  many 
of  these  postmasters,  living  in  small  villages,  or 
who  keep  country  stores  or  public  houses  in  some 
tieighborhood  in  the  country  accept  the  appoint- 
ment in  many  instances  as  a  mereaccommodation 
to  the  neighborhood;  and  others  accept  it  for  that 
reason,  and  the  fact  combined,  that  it  may  draw 
■ome  custom  to  the  particular  business  in  which 
they  are  engaged.  Doubtless,  from  these  motives, 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  these  post  offices, 
1  think,  are  accepted. 

I  did  not  design,  when  I  rose,  to  detain  the 
House  long  in  the  retnarka  I  intended  to  make, 
and  therefore  1  will  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  The 
Postmaster  Qeneral  tells  us  that  the  expenses  of 
^  the  Department  were  $7,982,756  59;  that  the  re- 
ceipts were  $5,940,724  70.  It  appears  from  the 
foregoing  statement,  that  the  gross  revenue  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1853,  ftll  short  of 
the  expenditure  for  that  year  by  the  sum  of 
(3,042,031  69.  This  statement  does  not  include 
mail  transportation  in  ocean  steamers.  We  see, 
then,  here  a  deficit  in  this  branch  of  (he  service  of 
over  $3,000,000.  as  reported  by  (he  head  of  the 
Depariment;  which,  I  think,  should  not  be  matle 
a  burden  upon  the  Treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  the  Post  Office  Committee, 
who  reported  this  bill,  says  that  if  we  wish  to  re- 
lieve the  Department,  and  to  make  the  revenues 
something  like  equal  to  the  expenditures,  we  had 
better  repeal  the  laws  granting  the  franking  privi- 
lege. Stop  that,  he  says— confidently  expressiiw 
the  opinion  that  if  you.  will  do  that,  you  wiU 
increase  the  revenue  of  the  Department  some 
#2,000,000. 

Mr.  OLDS.    Two  millions  and  a  half. 

Mr.  JONES.  Does  that  gentleman  himself  be- 
lieve that  such  would  be  the  effect?  Is  there  a 
reasonable  man  in  this  country,  nndersianding 
the  matter,  who  could  for  a  moment  believe  it.> 
From  whence,  Mr.  Speaker,  does  themasa  of  this 
f<«e  matter  start?  Sir,  from  this  very  building. 
It  is  from  this  buiMinr  that  thntimtnense  mass  of 
A«e  matter  is  started  under  which  your  mails 
groan  throughout  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  frse  matter K*as  mpstly 
to  those  who  pay  these  |3,000,000  of  deficit,  with- 
out using  your  Mail*  otherwise  to  very  grvat  ex- 
tent. Your  mail  facilities  at  this  time  are  made 
subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  pities  of  this 
country,  where  the  crjr  of  chesp  postage  was 
raised  and  heralded  to  this  Capitol.  This  free  mat- 
ter, transmitted  from  this  Capitol,  goes  to  the 
farmtrs  and  other  inhabitants  throughout  tiie 
country,  who  pav  these  $2,000,000  of  excess  which 
your  postage  taiit  to  raise.  They  themselvea  get 
this  free  natter. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  art:  (mother  oowtlon; 
let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  now  he 
will  get  these  $2,000,000  from  the  free  matter? 
"Would  that  gentleman  vote  to  print  a  hundred 
thousand  copies  of  trashy  Patent  Office  Reports, 
and  send  them  through  the  mails  throughout  the 
counirjr,  paying  the  postage  on  them  himself? 
I  take  It  for  granted  that  there  are  but  few  gentle- 
men here  who  woold  do  it.  And  I  also  uke  it 
for  granted  that  but  few  of  year  Patent  Office 
Reports  would  bs  taken  from  the  post  office  if  the 
man  to  whom  they  are  sent  had  to  pay  the  postage 
on  receiving  them.  You  might,  perhaps,  for  once 
catch  a  man  doing  such  a  thing,  but  you  would 
hardly  ever  catch  the  same  man  a  second  time 
paying  the  postage  on  such  reports;  and  in  all 
probability — as  it  is  suggested  to  me — when  you 
had  fooled  him  once,  and  made  him  pay  the  |ioat- 
age  for  such  trash,  yon  would  not  receive  his  vote 
Bgain. 

I  also  a4k  the  gentleman  from  Dhio  if  he  would 
be  printing  thousands  of  these  census  reports  if 
jM.lMd  10  pajr  for  th«  paoinge  on  Uisir  tfaqupiaT 


sion  through  the  country?  No,  sir;  and  one  of 
the  greatest  advantages,  in  my  opinion,  that 
would  result  to  the  country  from  the  repeal  of  the 
franking  privilege  would  be  to  correct  the  enor- 
mous abuses  to  which  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  run,  in  directing  the  printing  of  public 
documents,  many  of  which  1  conceive  are  of  little 
or  no  value,  it  is  said  that  it  is  proper  to  publish 
these  reports  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the 
people  on  the  several  matters  discussed  in  them. 
Enlightening  the  people!  Why,  sir,  a  great  many 
of  the  articles  publiehed  in  these  reports  ore  writ- 
ten by  men  who  know  nothing  of  the  subjects  on 
which  they  write.  These  articles  are  comprised 
within  the  reports,  and  made  to  be  part  and  parcel 
of  them,  by  men  who  know  just  as  little  about 
the  subjects  they  treat  of,  as  the  persons  who  wrote 
them.  They  are  sent  out  through  the  country; 
and  when  read  by  plain  practical  men  who  un- 
derstand the  subject  practically,  it  is  seen  that 
in  many  cases  the  authors  of  them  knew  nothing 
of  the  subject  on  which  they  wrote. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer,  butoonclnde 
with  the  expression  ofa  hope  that  the  rooti«n  which 
I  have  made  may  be  sustained;  that  the  bill  will 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  with  instraciions  to  report  an 
amendment  so  increasing  the  rate  of  postags  as  tu 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Oepartntent. 
In  doing  that,  you  will  not  only  bedoing  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  whole  country,  oilt  yon  will  thereby 
increase  the  compensation  of  d^utv  postmasters 
to  a  greater  amount  than  you  will  do  by  the  pM- 
aue  of  this  bill  as  it  is. 

In  accordance  with  ths  promise  I  mads  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olos,]  (.  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  Will  the  gentleman  withdraw 
the  call  for  a  single  moment? 

Mr.  JONES.  1  have  not  the  control  of  the 
motion,  but  it  belongs  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  UPH  AM.  Will  the  gentlsasan  from  Ohio 
allow  me  to  make  a  jvord  or  two  of  explanation  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  withdraw  it  if  the  gtntleman 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  apprehend  that  the  question 
of  ih«  frankiitf  privil^e  is  not  at  present  before 
the  House.  If  any  genileroaa  foels  disposed  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  oo  Away  with  the  franking 
privilege,  he  can  do  so.  The  question  before  us 
relates  to  the  proper,  just,  and  equitable  coropen- 
aaiion  (o  be  mode  to  the  postmasiers  of  the  country . 

In  illustration  of  the  bill  which  the  committee 
have  reported,  I  beg  lea  veto  present  to  the  House 
one  or  two  additions!  considerations.  The Com- 
mit'ee  on  the  PostOffiee  and  Post  Road«,of  which, 
sir,  I  am  an  humble  memlier,  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  jire  at  present  niaturiog,  a  bill  for 
separating,  in  the  accounw  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, the  expenses  incurred  through  the  op- 
eration of  the  franking  privilege,  and  mtdcing  those 
expenses  chaigeable  to  the  ugislative  aniT  other 
departments  of  the  Gtovetnmeni,  for  the  benefit  of 
which  they  are  incurred.  As  (he  member  of  the 
committee  to  whom  that  subject  is  referred  [Mr. 
Harris,  of  Mississippi]  is  not  present  io  his  seat, 
1  feel  it  is  proper  for  meto  make  these  statements. 

I  would  further  state  to  the  House  that  the 
Postmaster  General  ha*  been,  for  a  month  past, 
so  keeping  his  accounts  as  to  be  able  to  inform 
as  what  would  be  the  eflfeet,  if  such  an  arrange- 
ment should  be  made.  And ,  so  faras  information 
is  now  before  the  committee,  I  feel  confident  in 
making  the  assertion,  that  it  will  be  found,  if  post- 
age were  charged  upon  matter  which  now  goes 
through  the  office  free,  that  the  legitimate  corres- 
pondence of  the  whole  country  sustains  itself,  on 
the  land  and  on  the  ocean. 

At  any  rate,  until  the  information  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  and  which  is  not  yet  matured, 
comes  before  us,  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  pre- 
mature for  ua  to  act  upon  this  bill  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  such  arguments,  relating  to  the 
franking  prtvilrge,  as  my  friend  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  JoKEi]  has  adduced. 

l*his  bill  is  dssigned  to  relieve  that  dsss  of 
public  officers  whose  compensation  is  small.  It 
IS  not  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  hold  valuable 
offices,  but  for  ths  benefit  of  the  humble  village 
postmasters  of  the  country,  and  itistlso  designed 
to  secure  from  ruinous  loss  those  postmasters 
who  are  situated  at  distributing  points.  It  is  a  bill 
fiinniM  in  julttwe  mi  nqiiity,  •qd,.w.gi  iBomnuend 


itsslf,  the  more  it  is  considered,  to  the-  sense  of 
justice  of  the  members  of  ibis  House.  I  renev 
tbt  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  desirs  to  asfcthe 
gentleman  from  Ohio  a  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  debate  i*  in  order  while 
the  demand  for  the  previous  quieation  is  pending. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  withdraw  it,  to  enable  In^ 
genilcmon  from  Tennessee  to  ssk  hi*  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  if 
I  understood  him  rightly  in  saying  that  he  had 
introduced  a  bill  raising  the  rates  of  postage  upon 
letters  from  three  to  five  cents? 

Mr.  OLDS.  No,  sir.  I  will  state  to  th«  gen« 
lleman  what  I  did  say.  I  stated  that  we  had  intrcv- 
duced  a  bill  requiring  that  the  postage  on  all  letters 
should  be  prepaid,  but  leaving  the  rate  upon  pre- 
paid letters  (he  same  as  it  is  now,  three  centi). 
This  bill  has  passed  our  committee,  and  is  before 
the  House.  It  is  high  upon  the  Calendar,  and 
when  it  comes  up  for  consideration  then  will  b« 
the  time  for  testing  the  sens*  of  the  House  upon 
the  question  of  raising  the  rates  of  postage,  and 
not  upon  this  bill ;  with  which  it  has  nothing  whaU 
ever  to  do. 

Mr.  JONES.  Now,  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man one  question  further.  The  gentleman  say* 
be  would  be  in  favor  of  raising  the  rates  of  post- 
ags  from  three  to  four  cents,  and  that  a  hill  will 
soon  com*  up  wbers  such  a  proposition  may  k^ 
adopted.  Now,  if  the  House  agree  to  such  a 
proposition  will  not  the  rates  of  charges  allowed 
to  postmasters  in  this  bill  be  too  high  ? 

Mr.  OLOS.  It  is  certainly  a  very  difficult 
part  for  me  to  perform,  if  I  am  to  make  provision 
for  what  the  action  of  Congress  may  be  in  future. 
I  will  however  say,  that  from  the  expression  of 
the  couniry,  and  from  the  expression  of  opinion 
upon  the  part  of  members  of  Congress  in  the  year 
1851,  in  1852,  and  in  1853. 1  have  no  more  hope 
of  being  fUile  to  get  the  rates  of  postage  rajsed 
upon  letters  and  newspapers,  than  I  have  that  ws 
can  fly.  I  hope  it  may  not  be  so.  My  own  sen^s 
of  right  is,  that  thess  ralss  should  be  raised;  but  I 
repeat,  that  I  do  pot  believe  the  House  are  of  the 
some  opinion; and  1  do  not  w(4sh  to  have  the  sue- 
cesa  of  this  bill  endaiMfcred  by  connecting  it  wilh 
sny  #oeh  messure.  Whan  uiat  bill  comes  up,  let 
it  stand  upon  its  own  merits;, as  I  desire  that  thja 
hill  shall  stand  upon  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  the  gentleman  is  in  favor  of 
increasing  the  rales  of  postage  from  three  to  ivp 
cents,  1  do  not  see  why  he  should  not  allow  that 
proposition  to  come  in  with  this,  if  there  is  a 
provision  for  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  De- 
partment, that  may  be  an  inducement  for  members 
to  vole  for  an  increase  of  the  compensation  of  post- 
masters. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  withdraw  his  motion  to  commit  tlie 
bill,  I  have  in  my  hands  a  bill  which  wadhnatored 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Koads,  which,  with  sorasmodifications,  I  propose 
to  offer  as  on  amendment.  It  provides,  as  modi- 
fied, for  naising  the  rates  of  postage  to  five  cant*. 
I  propose  to  offer  it  asdn  additional  section  to  thjs 
bill.  We  can  then  test  the  sense  of  the  House  a* 
10  whether  they  are  williog  that  itshouldbedon*. 

Now,  air,  the  bill  before  the  Honse  proposes 
not  to  remedy  the  defects  which  exist  in  relation 
to  the  revenue  derivable  from  postages,  but  jt 
proposes  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to  those  who 
are  concerned  in  administering  the  post  office 
laws;  and  in  doing  that  act  of  justice,  it  proposes 
to  abstract  from  the  revenues  of  the  Department, 
which  are  already  too  small.  No  gentlraian  rep- 
resenting any  district  in  the  interior  can  now  go 
to  the  Post  OAce  Department  and  get  any  sat- 
isfoction  that  the  mall  facilities  in  his  district 
shall  be  continued;  and  the  general  impression 
among  those  who  are  administering  the  laws  of 
the  Department  is,  that  your  mail  service  is  to  be 
rsduced  and  brought  down  to  a  one-hqrae  estab- 
lishment. That  will  be  ths  effect  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  if  the  SMiUer  is  suffered  to  go  on  as  it 
now  does. 

Now,  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio— 1  ask 
gentlemen  rrnresenting  districts  which  ore  to  be 
cut  down  in  this  manner,  whether  they  ore  per- 
forming an  act  of  justice  to  those  administering 
the  laws  of  the  Department,  to  let  ths  occasion 
pass  by  which  they  may,  if  they  choose,  so  regu- 
late the  rates  of  postage  as  to  secure  to  all  parts 
,of  ths  fmniry  the  «iHUinj>anee,(>f  .pf(|>«r  mail 
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facilities ?  That  is  all  I  propose.  It  is  an  act  of 
giitiple  justice,  especially  to  those  parts  of  the 
country  whfre  the  mail  facilities  now  are  meager. 
The  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  produce  a  large 
deficit  ill  the  revenues  of  the  Department,  without 
any  increase  in  its  receipts;  ana  a  still  further  re- 
duction of  the  mail  facilities  of  the  country  will  be 
the  inevitable  result. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House.  The  bill  I  have  before  me  is  the  one 
reported  by  the  Post  Office  Committee  providing 
that  the  postage  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  prepaid. 
The  only  alteration  I  have  made  is  to  strike  out 
"three,  where  it  occurs  as  the  rate  of  postage, 
and  to  insert  "  five."  1  propone  to  teat  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  the  subject  by  otferinff  it  as 
un  amendment,  and  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
longer  by  any  further  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  do  not  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  to  allow  the  introduction  of  the 
gentleman's  amendment. 

The  SPEAKEIl.  It  cannot  be  introduced  be- 
cause there  is  a  pending  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  wish  to  say  a  single  word  in  ref- 
erence to  the  matter.  The  bill  rtferred  to  stands 
high  on  the  Calendar.  This  is  suspension  day ,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  can  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  make  the  bill  a  special  order,  if  he 
chooses  to  do  so,  for  to-morrow.  1  know  enough 
about  parliamentary  usage,  Mr. Speaker,  to  know 
that  voles  of  those  who  are  enemies  to  the  bill 
under  consideration  might  be  obtained  to  place 
the  gentleman's  amendment  on  it  for  the  express 
pMrpose  of  killing  it  after  it  was  on.     Now  1  pro- 

fove  that  each  one  shall  stand  on  ita  own  merits, 
t  Is  not  in  accordance  with  the  very  spirit  of  the 
rules  of  the  House,  which  oppose  the  offering  of 
one  bill  as  an  amendment  to  another.  It  is  in  vio- 
lation of  the  very  spirit  of  those  rules. 

If  the  House,  however,  differ  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  wish  to  open  up  this  bill  to  amend- 
ments, and  run  the  risk  of  defeating  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  amendments  as  may  be  put  on  it, 
then  let  them  vote  down  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  and  leave  the  bill  open  to  just  such 
amendments  as  gentlemen  choose  to  offer.  But  I 
hope  that  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  will 
be  voted  down;  and  that  it  will  receive  the  imme- 
diate and  favorable  action  of  the  House.  I 
therefore  renew  the  call  for  the  previous  question, 
and  insist  on  the  House  being  brought  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  the  amendment  1  pre- 
sented been  received? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  not,  there  being  a 
motion  to  recommit  pending. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  appealed  to  the  eentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  I  supposed  that  he 
had  done  so. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Olds]  declined  to  withdraw  the 
call  for  the  previous  question,  to  let  the  amend- 
ment in. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
amendment  be  allowed  to  come  in,  and  that  we 
may  have  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  decline  to  withdraw  tlie  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed; and  the  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be 
put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  now  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions 
to  amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  a  provision 
increasing  the  rates  of  postage,  so  aa  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  call  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
question  is  not  divisible. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
to  recommit  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  believe  1  have  a  right  now  to 
■ay  a  word  by  way  of  explanation.  I  merely 
want  to  say  to  the  House  that  this  bill  is  in  the 
precise  language  of  the  existing  law,  and  that  the 
only  change  is  in  the  rates. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    If  the  bill  is  in  the 


precise  language  of  the  existing  law,  what  is  the 
necessity  for  us  passage.' 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  said  there  was  no  change  except 
in  the  raiea. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and,  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  rend  the  third  time. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  demand  the  previous  queslibn 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  veas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  move  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table;  and  on  that  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeus  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  JoNKs'a 
motion;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  title  was  agreed  to,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion,  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

CANAL  AROUND  THE  FALLS  OP  NIAGARA. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Coniniitlce  on  RoaiU  and  (.'anald  br 
inflnicled  to  inquire  into  Uie  expediency  ul  ninking  nn  ap 
prnpriatinn  ol'laiid  or  money  for  making  a  canal  around  ttic 
Falls  of  Niagara. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.     I  object. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  merely  wish  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals;  and  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  suspending 
the  rules;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  two 
thirds  not  voting  therefor. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  Chair  if  this  is  not  regular  resolution  day  > 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  that 
it  is  not. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Gret  was  then 
read,  as  follows: 

Resolred,  That  the  Portmasin'  General  be  directed  to 
Aimiiih  to  tile  Hmite  of  Represeiilntiveii  cnpjes  of  all  the 
corres'iHindence  between  llie  Post  Office  Uopartmenl,  "tlieir 
special  apeni"  for  tlie  8late  of  Alatmina,  and  ttie  pOHtiiias- 
ter  at  Monlgnnii-ry,  which  hB«  taken  place  since  the  4th  uf 
Marclij  18-%l,  relatrve  to  KRmi-di,ily  mail  service  in  »'iilne 
pascenger  fonr  horse  post  c<iacheB,"  or  otherwise,  on  the 
route  numbered  5,.^03  in  Alabama;  also,  copies  of  the 
original  contract  for  that  route  for  the  term  of  four  years, 
ending  Itie  30ih  June,  I8.V1,  togflhur  with  ail  the  ainend- 
inenls,  alterations,  privileges,  fxtensinns,  and  restrictions, 
authorized  in  regard  to  it  since  ttie  *'  lettings"  of  1850  ;  also, 
a  copy  of  all  aniendnu'nts,a)leratinns,  privileges,  extensions, 
or  restrictions  authorized  since  that  time  in  reiiard  to  that 
route,  including  the  proposition  to ''transfer"  it  and  its  "ac- 
ceptance,** and  the  order  authnrizin);  it  to  be  made;  also 
to  whom  and  at  what  annual  conipeiiKalion  the  daily  S4!rvice 
was  "lei"  for  Ihe  Iwo  terms  of  lour  years,  each  one  end- 
ing in  I^-Vl,  and  Ihe  otiier  in  li^W,  on  ihe  route  which  is  at 
present  designated  as  route  No.  5,,'>ts2  in  Alabama;  alyo, 
copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Post  Office  De- 

Sartinent  and  the  postmaster  at  Montgomery,  and  either  or 
uih  of  the  present  contractors,  as  to  Ihe  time  any  service 
on  said  route,  in  addition  to  that  required  by  their  original 
contract,  was  eoininenced  by  them — from  what  date — how 
long,  and  in  what  manner  performed — whether  conUniioiisly 
on  from  the  time  first  conimenced,  and  wlieilier  in  "  nine 
passenger  four-horse  coaches,  or  otherwise  ;''  also,  copies 
of  all  orders  allowing  the  preseniiontraclor, extra  or  addi- 
tional compensation  over  and  above  lhe^24,()0O  per  annum; 
to  state  also,  if  the  agreement  or  arrangement  to  transler 
tiial  route  to  the  present  cunlractors  was  or  was  not  made 
prior  to  the  3Uth  of  June,  its.^,  and  whellier  they  have  been 
regarded  and  paid  as  contractors  from  and  afler  the  3(>th 
June,  la^'J ;  also,  state  whether  the  present  conlrnctors  are 
not  authorized  to  send  the  "  mail  sacks'*  of  papers,  public 
documents,  &c.,  (the  transportalion  of  which  belongs  to 
that  route.  No.  6,5(r2,}  on  aleambuats  from  Montgomery  to 
Mobile. 

There  b»ing  no  objection,  the  resohition  was 
introduced, considered,  and  adopted. 

THE  NEBRASKA  BILL. 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Speaker, 


I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  pi 
mil  me  to  present  a  petition,  signed  by  num' 
citizens  of  Carbondale,  Luzerne  county,  Penni; 
vania,  praying  for  the  passage  of  the  Nebri 
bill. 

Several  Members.   I  object.  Let  it  be  presented 
under  the  fule. 

Objection  having  been   made,  Ihe  petition  was 
sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk  under  the  rule. 

THE  MAIL  STEAMER  CRESCENT  CITT. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     Mr.  Speaker,  I    ask 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  enable  mi 
present  a   resolution,  which   1  will  senil    to 
Clerk's  desk  to  be  read.     It  is  a  resolution  of 
quiry  merely,, and  1  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Reaolveiif  That  the  President  lie  requested  to  trami 
ihis  Mouse  (if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  iiileresTi 
his  opinion)  copies  of  all  corres|>oiidence  that    may 
taken  place  between  the  Uoveriiineiil  of  the  l'uittrd_dl 
and  that  of  £<pain,  in  relauon  to  the  refusal,  by  iti' 
livs  of  Uie  l^lnnd  of  1,'uba,  some  time  in  the  aliluii 
to  permit  the  United  ^^tates  mail  steamer  Cresce 
laiifl  the  mail  or  the  passengers  destined  for  tiial 
Havana. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution 
introduced,  considered,  and  adopled. 

JEFFERSON'S  MANUAL,  ETC. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  this  House  has  passed  a  resolution  (brec 
Clerk  tolurnish  to  each  of  its  members  a  copy  of  JclTc 
Manual: 

He  it  rc»o/ce^,  That,  instead  of  pui' 
Ihe  Clerk  be  directed  to  cause  the  s:i 
bi'Und  Willi  ''the  standing  rules  and  '" 
business.  See.,  in  tlie  House  of  Repre«ciilativc*,  auU 
of  the  Senate." 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution 
introduced,  considered,  and  adopled. 

BURNING  OF  THE  MARTHA  WASHINGTO, 
Mr.  BLISS.     I  desire  the  unanimous  cod 
of  the  House  to  the  introduction  of  the  follow: 
resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Tren- 
he  fs  hereby,  requested  forthwith  to  comn:i 
House  any  iiilbrmation  in  tils  possession,  - 
hia  knowledge,  touching  this  expediency  of  .... 
lion  by  Congress  to  detriiy  the  expenses  alrej 
in  prosecuting  the  persons  cliiirged  with  Ilie  bun 
steamboat  Martha  Washington  on  tlie  Mi.si^i 
January,  16^,  and  lo  furnish  the  ii 
said  parties  to  conviction  of  the  erin  n 

der,  in  the  county  of  I>liili|>s,  in  Hk A 

where  they  are  now  in  pri.'.on  awaiting  their  trial 
crimes,  alleged  to  have  been  coniiuiuea  by  them  in 
the  burning  of  said  steamboat. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  >  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the  resolalion  is  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  desire  to  accompany  it  with  a 
few  words  of  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  resolution  having 
introduced  by  unanimous  consent,  Ihe  rule 
suspended,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  entil 
to  the  floor  to  make  any  explanatory  remarki' 
may  deem  necessary. 

Mr.  BLISS.  The  question,  Mr.  Speaker, 
arise  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  why  this 
lion  of  inquiry  was  not  addressed  to  the  Atlorl 
General  rather  than  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trens^ 
ury .'  The  answer  to  that  is,  that  the  informalion 
which  is  desired  is  within  the  possession  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  not  perhaps  with- 
in Ihe  possession  of  the  Attorney  General.  The 
subject  to  which  it  relates  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  commerce,  and  to  the  safety  of  huntao 
life  upon  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  has 
very  inuch  interested  the  people  of  ull  the  river 
States. 

Some  time  in   the  year  1851   the  steamboat 
Martha  Washington,   bound    from    Cincinnari, 

Rrobably  to  New  Orleans,  was  burnt  upon  the 
lississippi  river,  in  the  county  of  Philips,  in  the 
Slate  of  Arkansas.  Sixteen  human  beings,  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  destroyed  in  that  burn- 
ing. Previous  to  this  occurrence,  several  steam- 
boats, within  a  few  years,  had  been  destroyed  b 
fire  upon  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  an  "  ~ 
though  it  was  suspected  that  they  were  dest: 
criminally,  and  that  many  lives,  consequently^ 
been  destroyed  by  murder  committed  in  lhebi_ 
ing  of  those  boats,  yet  the  public  could  get  no 
formation  that  would  justify  a  criminal  proi 
lion.    Finally,  througli  the  energy  and  the  in 
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•pflicaUon  to  this  inVMtigation  ofa  eitiEen  of  Um 
Slate  of  Ohio,  Mr.  BuMon,  facts  were  elicited  to 
ahow  that  there  was  an  extensive  combination  of 
men,  living,  most  of  them,  io  the  State  of  Ohio, 
■ome  of  them,  perhaps,  in  the  Slate  of  Kentucky, 
who  had  long  practiced  the  obtaining  of  policies  of 
insurance  from  companies  located  in  the  different 
Slates  of  the  Union,  upon  cargoes  to  be  shipped. 
Afterwards  they  pretendedly  shipped  such  cargoes, 
but  in  fact  did  not  do  so,  and  then  burned  down 
the  vesseM  upon  which  the  preiended  shipments 
were  made,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  their 
insurances,  and  thereby  defrauding  the  insurance 
companies. 

In  1851,  after  the  burning  of  this  steamboat, 
the  Martha  Washington,  the  investigation,  as 
I  said  before,  was  commenced,  which  led  to  the 
discovery  of  this  combination.  Several  individuals 
who  were  indicted  in  the  circuit  court  for  the  State 
of  Ohio,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  passed ,  I  think, 
in  1820,  for  the  crime  of  conspiracy  to  defraud 
insurance  companies,  were  arrested  at  remote 
places,  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars, 
by  the  extreme  vigilance  and  sagacity  of  the  offi- 
cer to  whom  I  have  alluded.  After  a  great  deal 
of  labor,  and  a  good  deal  of  expense,  they  were 
tried,  and  their  trial  was  a  long  one,  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio. 

By  an  unexpected  accident  theaovemmentwae 

rrevented  from  giving  all  its  evidence  to  the  jury. 
t  is  well  understood  that  a  complete  case  for  con- 
viction was  made  out  hy  the  proof;  but  by  an  ex- 
traordinary maneuver  of  the  able  counsrl  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  the  rebutting  proof  to  the 
proof  introduced  by  the  defense  was  prevented 
from  being  brought  into  court,  so  that  that  which 
was  necessary  in  rebuttal  to  make  the  case  clear 
for  conviction  was  excluded,  and  in  consequence 
the  defendants  were,  after  some  time  spent  by  the 
jury  in  consultation,  acquitted. 

The  investigation,  however,  disclosed  enough, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  eminent  counsel  who  are  re- 
tained for  the  prosecution,  to  show  that  they  wore 
guilty  of  crime;  and  not  only  of  the  crime  with 
which   they  were  chained,  but  that  they  were 

fuilty  of  that  of  burning  the  vessel,  and  of  murder 
y  occasioning  the  loss  of  those  sixteen  lives. 

These  individuals  have  now,  at  great  expense, 
all  been  arrested  since  their  acquittal  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  They  are  now  in  prison  in  Philips 
county,  the  locality  in  which  the  crime  woa  com- 
mitted.  But  the  county  of  Philips  is  not  able  to 
sustain  theexpenses  of  prosecuting  these  men  and 
although  the  evidence  m  clear  against  them,  and 
though  they  are  now  in  prison  awaiting  their  trial, 
or  rather  awaiting  their  preliminary  examination, 
which  is  to  commence  the  17lh  of  this  month, 
yet  it  is  well  understood  that  without  some  aid 
from  the  Government  to  enable  ihem  to  proceed 
with  the  trial,  the  men  will  be  discharged. 

Now,  I  know  it  is  ri^arded,  in  the  Executive 
Department,  as  highly  important  to  the  interests 
of  western  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  protection 
of  human  life  and  property  upon  our  rivers,  that 
this  investigation  should  be  carried  out  to  the  re- 
sult of  a  verdict.  TheSecretary  of  theTretMury, 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  locality  of  his  residence, 
and  owing  to  many  circumstances  which  it  is  not 
necessary  now  to  mention,  is  possessed  of  inform- 
ation which  would  be  valuable  to  enlighten  a 
committee  of  this  House  as  to  the  dut^  they 
should  perform  in  the  premises;  and  if  this  reso- 
lution is  passed,  it  will  be  instantaneously  and 
cheerfVilly  responded  to. 

A  Mbmbbr.  The  House  will  pass  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BLISS.  A  gentleman  near  m*  says  the 
House  will  pass  the  resolution.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will;  and  there  is,  therefore,  no  need  of 
my  taking  up  more  of  their  time  in  explanation. 

The  question  Vas  put,  and  the  resolution  adopted . 

BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Mr.  DENT.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  previous 
notice  has  been  given,  for  the  purpose  of  reference. 
I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  by  its  title  for  informa- 
tion. 

It  was  read  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
passed  the  S8th  of  September,  IBSO. 

Mr.  GLINGMAN.  I  want  to  know  what  that 
act  of  Sepumber,  1850,  was.    I  ask  that  the  Clerk 


read  enough  of  the  bill  to  enlighten  us  upon  that 
point. 

The  Clerk  read  a  portion  of  the  bill.  It  is  to 
amend  an  act  granting  bounty  lands  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  accord- 
ingly introduced,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
lAnds. 

OEFICIEKCT  BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  that  the  deficiency  bill,  which  has 
just  come  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments,  may 
be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and,  with 
the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Speaker  an- 
nounced that  the  order  was  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  to  m^ 
friend  from  Misfeoori,  [Mr.  PBCLrs,]  whether  it 
would  not  be  as  well  .to  refer  the  deficiency  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  Unless  the  House  shall  consent  to 
let  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report  it 
back  when  that  Committee  have  acted  on  the  Sen- 
ate amendments,  it  may  be  kept  in  our  desks  for 
months.  I  throw  out  the  suggestion  so  that  the 
House,  if  it  desire  to  send  the  bill  elsewhere  than 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  may  do  so. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  bill,  as  the  Chair  under- 
stood, was  referred  to  the  Committee  Of  Ways 
and  Means.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama? 

Mr.  HOUSTOiV.  I  have  made  no  proposition. 
[  merely  threw  out  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  GLINGMAN.  f  prefer  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. ' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  so  referred. 

BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill;  which  wa»reeul  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

A  bill  to  allow  parties  in  equity,  of  less  thui 
the  whole  number  of  claimants,  to  sue  for  their 
share  of  a  common  fund. 

Mr.  HENN,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Retolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  War  lie  reqaoted  to 
eommunlcate  to  this  House  Hie  Inipeelimi  report  of  Col- 
onel S.  H.  Long,  o(  December  90, 1853,  anif  racb  other 
eonimuniealions  as  may  have  lieen  made  by  him  In  refer- 
ence to  the  improvement  of  wenlern  rivera,  oince  Ihe  pi»- 
Hge  of  the  act  of  August  30,  1853 ;  and  alM  a  copy  oT 
Lieutenant  Warren**  report  of  hl>  operatlona  on  the  Dee 
Moines  and  Rock  Rlv«  Rapidi,  in  the  Miuiuippi  river, 
lOfclher  with  any  mapa,  cliarw,  or  diannins  of  aarveyi 
made  by  the  laat  named  offlcer  during  ihe  last  year. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 

Rwohwi,  That  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Foai  OSes  anil 
Povt  Rnadff  are  hereby  instructed  to  report  a  bill  reducing 
ocean  postage  to  a  uniform  rate  often  cents  each  on  letters 
not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  object. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  me  to  introduce  the  resolution; 
and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  House 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  to  present  a  memorial  in  reference 
to  the  civil  supcrintendency  of  armories. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    I  object. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  pre- 
vious-notice has  been  given,  under  the  instnietion 
of  the  Corilmittce  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill  iwiea  by  its  title,  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  acts,  records, 
and  seal  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  would  liks  the  House  to 
have  that  bill  put  upon  iu  passage  at  once.  It 
simply  repeals  the  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  here- 
tofore levied  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  authentication  of  any  document.  It  has 
been  a  source  of  much  annoyance  to  the  members 
of  the  House  having  to  pay  twanty-fiva  eeaia,  in 


getting  documents  authsnticated,  for  the  signaturs 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  is  the  desire  of  tha 
Department,  and  the  wish  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  that  this  bill  shall  be  passed,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  put  upon  its  passage  immediately. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  ihe  Ihira  time,  and  paused.  ^ 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  following  reso; 
lution:  . ' 

Resohei,  That  Ihe  Committee  oribe  Whole  on  Ihe  auts 
of  the  Union  be,  and  the  Mma  Is  hereby,  disehanrd  from 
the  farther  eonsidefsUon  of  John  resolution  No.  16,  being 
"  A  Joint  resolution  manifesiing  the  sense  of  Congress  to- 
war<u  the  officers  and  seamen  "f  the  vessels,  and  others 
engaged  in  Ihe  rescue  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Army,  the  pasf^engers,  and  the  officers  and  crt^w  of  itie 
Meauivbip  flan  Francisco,  from  perishing  with  Ihe  wreck  of 
Ibat  vessel,"  and  that  the  same  be  put  upon  Its  passage. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     1  object. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  me  to  offer  the  resolution;  and  on  that  I 
demitnd  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  of 
Ohio,  and  CHoacBwaLi.  were  appointed. 

The  tellers  took  their  places;  and,  before  report 
ing  any  result', 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said:  There  must  be  some  mis- 
understanding here;  for  many  gentlemen  are  under 
the  impression  that  they  are  voting  upon  a  caH 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  tbs 
motion  otherwise,  and  stated  the  question  as  he 
understood  it,  with  the  assent  of  the  House; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  now  too  late  to  modify 
the  form  of  the  question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  announced  distinctly  that  I 
wished  tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  TsTLoa]  asks  that  the  question  last  put  b*  , 
restated,    if  there  be  unanimous  consent,  the  que» 
tion  will  be  stated  in  the  form  desired  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio. 

Mr.  LETCHER.   I  object;  the  yeas  and  naya  - 
have  been  refused  one*. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution. 

The reeolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

JiesalMd,  That  Ihe  PresidenI  be  requested  Io  eanse  nego- 
liaii»as  to  be  opened  with  Uie  Oovemneni  of  Great  Brit- 
ain with  a  view  of  aacertalntng  opon  what  cnndiiinn  that 
Oovemment  will  eonsent  to  the  aanexatioa  of  itaa  Canadss 
to  the  United  Stales  of  America. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  resolution 
just  read;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the  yeaa 
and  nays.  M 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  m>m  Ohio 
(Mr.  Campbell]  to  accept  an  amendment  to  insert 
the  words  "  and  Cuba''  after  ths  words  "  the 
Chnadas." 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohb  modify  his  rcsolutisn? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  cannot  accept  the  amend- 
ment, for  you  are  alittle  ahead  of  me  ontheCuba 
question  now. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  desire  to  intiuire  of  thegen- 
tleman  from  Ohio  whether,  if  the  House  decide  to 
suspend  the  rules,  he  will  accept  an  amendment 
loofcingalso  to  the  acquisition  of  the  provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  i 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Certainly  I  will. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  suspending 
the  rules;  and  there  were— yeas  39,  hays  119;  as 
follows: 

TEAS— Messis.  Belcher,  BHss,  Bocock,  Campbell,  Car- 
penter, Cook,  Cnrwin,  Parley,  Flagler,  Grow,  Harrison, 
K  nnz.  Lane,  Mscdonald,  Mace.  Maileaon,  Nichols,  Parker, 
Pratt.  Prtngla.  Russell,  Sspp,  Upbam,  Wade,  Walbridge, 
Ellihu  B.  Waahburne,  Wells,  Jobo  Wentwocto,and  Tales 
—99. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aberemmbie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
Appleton,  Thomas  H.Bayly,  Banks,  Barkadale,  Benton, 
Blsaell,  Boyee,  Bast,  Csnilheni,  Caskle,  Cbasuin,  Chrls- 
maii,  Churchwell,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Cox,  Cullom,  Cunis, 
John  O.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dent.  Dow- 
dell,  Dunbar,  Easlmsn,  Edgerton,  Eltintt.  Ellison,  Elher-  ^ 
idge,  Faulkner,  Pmtnn,  Florence,  Fuller.  Onode.  Ooodrieb, 
Grey,  Sampson  W.  Hanrls,  Hastings,  Haven,  Hendricks, 
Henn,  Hiboard,  Hill,  Houston,  Howe.  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  Oeoige  W.  Jones,  J,  Olaney  Jones,  Roland  Jones, 
Katr,  KMweU,  Loibaat,  Laiehsr,  Lladlep,  LInMey,  Ms- 
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Mullin.  McOupfn,  Maxwell,  May,  Mnyall.John  G.  Miliar, 
Hiiiilh  Milli-r,  MilUoii,  Mnrrisoi),  Murnty,  Ainlr«w  Oliver, 
Mt>nlec^ii  Olivt-r,  Orr,  ParkiT,  IVrk,  Pt'cktiain,  Ptu'lps, 
Fliillips,  Powt-ll,  PrOfUnii.  Puryi-ar,  Rr.nly,  Ui'tfn*",  Ridillr, 
Piivid  Riichif,  Thomn!«  Rilclify,  Rnbhiiiii,  Riiflin,  SntHn. 
Sf ward,  Seyinnur,  Bhnnnoti,  Shnw,  SinKii*init,  Oerrit 
HiiiHlt,  Saiiitif^l  A.  8niiili,  VVilliaiii  Smith,  William  R. 
Smith,  Gtfiirjtf*  W.  :?myil).  Hn<Klcrnri*,  Fredt^rick  P.  Sinii- 
lon,  Rirhnril  II.  Sinntnn.  Ilc^ior  L.  Steveiiii,  Uaviil  ^tiinrt, 
John  J.  TayUT,  Jnhii  L.  Tiiylor.  Xnihniiiil  G.  TH>lor. 
TliuD^ron,  Trapy,  Vnil,  Vantiaiii,  U'alfh,  Warwn,  Tnppaii 
Wi-nrwMtili,  WciiiliriMk,  VVIiceler,  lliMidnck  U.  Wri|;hl, 
and  Znllieoffer— lib. 

So  the  ruIeH  were  not  suspended,  two  thirds  not 
voting  in  the  nffirmnlive. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Hoiine,  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read,  considered,  and  adopted: 
Retolvrily  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slalei  be 
respecnully  rfqut-Klrd,  it'  nni  tncon^i-ttent  with  the  public 
iniuiesi,  lo  ininxmU  l«  Ihiii  Hmise  fopie^  of  ih«  cnrretipimd- 
ence  mti  now  cniiimiintenied  of  the  Uniii'd  Htatep  leK<)ifoii 
at  Coii»-taniinop[o  and  the  United  Sinteit  iniiKUt  at  Smyrnn 
with  ('nptnin  Ingmhaiii,  the  Government  nf  Au!*trta,  and  nf 
lhi-<  GiiVLTiuiieiii,  loeeiher  wiUi  inKirurlioii«ilroni  tliii^  Gov- 
ernment ctveii  in  ihcirngenttt  abroad  inuchine  the  oeizure 
and  reficnt;  of  Martin  Kfbilza,  and  ihe|i>rm*i  and  condtlioiia 
by  which  he  wa^  liberated  and  sent  lo  this  country- 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion under  instructiona  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 
Renolved^  That  (he  Commiliee  on  the  Judiciary  be  au 
thorized  to  caui>e  lo  be  prepared  and  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  flou!<e,  a  history  uf  the  claim,  and  a  full  report  of  the 
trial  of  Dr.  Georce  A.  Gardiner,  upon  the  charge  Tor  falie 
swearing,  in  the  criminal  court  for  Uie  Diituict  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     1  object. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  then  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  admit  the  resolution. 

The  question  wbs  then  taken;  and  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the 
unnnimous  consent  of  the  House  to  present  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  theMechanics'lnstitiUe  ofNew 
York.  I  wish  to  know,  if  objeclinn  be  made, 
whether  I  can  present  them  under  the  rule? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpore.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  a  right  to  present  them  under 
the  rule. 

They  were  accordingly  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  JAMES  C.  ALLEN  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  inlroduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McCabe;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Rtnlved,  That  the  rrniditnt  of  the  United  Slatm  be  ro 
que,)lf  d  lo  promote  Cunimniidcr  Duncan  N.  Incrnham  Co 
the  rank  q£  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  ITniled  Slaica,  and 
lliat  the  flarelary  of  thfi  Navy  be  also  requeiiled  lo  lender 
the  comnisnd  of  one  oC  the  vewels  authorized  by  the  bill 
Sliding  six  fleanier*  to  the  naval  force*,  which  passed  the 
Iloiifc  on  Ihe  31st  of  .Match,  to  Commander  Duncan  N. 
Ingrahain  whi'ii  such  vessel  may  be  ready  for  service. 

Mr.  LETCHER  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  that  the  rules  of 
the  House  be  suspended,  to  allow  me  to  inlroduce 
the  resolution  just  read. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ; which  was  agreed  lo. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m., 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  Jipril  4,  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Sliccr. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PRIVATE  BILL. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  Senate  to  take  up  a  private 
bill  this  morning  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Joseph  Watson,  deceased.  It  is  for  the 
benefit  of  a  widow  lady  who  is  detained  in  the 
city,  as  I  understand,  at  a  great  deal  of  expense 
and  trouble  to  herself.  She  is  very  desirous  of 
having  the  bill  passed  immediately.  I  will  stale 
to  the  Senate,  in  a  word,  that  the  Government  has 
a  claim  upon  a  house  and  lot  of  hers,  and  she  asks 
that  this  cloud,  aa  it  were,  may  be  taken  oflT  her 


tide,  BO  that  she  may  be  able  lo  sell  her  property 
und  gu  away.  I  think  the  reading  of  the  report, 
if  the  Senate  will  allow  the  bill  to  be  taken  up, 
will  show  that  it  ought  to  be  passed  a(  once. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas 
ury  lo  cause  to  be  executed,  on  the  part  uf  the 
United  IStnies,  a  full  ielea.se  and  acquittance  uf 
their  claim  against  Joseph  Watson,  as  one  of  the 
sureties  of  Henry  Ashion,  late  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  that  ihe  property  in  the 
city  of  Waxhington,  at  present  held  in  trust  as  se- 
curity for  Ihe  pHymeiitof  theclaim,be  recoiiveyed 
to  his  legal  repreNentativea  free,  and  discharged 
from  all  such  encumbrance,  if  they  release  their 
claim  against  the  United  States  fur  services  ren- 
!  dered  by  Watson,  oa  Indian  agent  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Watson  prelerred  a  claim  against  the  Govern- 
ment. The  services  for  which  he  asked  coinpen- 
sation  were  rendered  and  siinctioned  by  the  head 
of  the  territorial  government  of  Michigan,  but  us 
they  were  performed  without  any  provision  by 
law  regulating  the  amount  to  be  allowed  for  them, 
the  difficulty  appears  to  have  been  to  ascertain 
their  exact  value.  These  services  seem  to  have 
extended  from  the  year  18U6  up  lo  1812,  making 
SIX  years,  during  which  Watson  performed,  when 
required  to  do  so,  the  duties  of  superintendent 
and  storekeeper,  fur  which  he  received  no  fair 
remunernlion.  In  view  of  the  difficulty  above 
referred  lo,  the  committee  being  desirous  to  do 
justice  between  the  Government  and  the  claimant, 
deemed  it  proper  to  consider  his  claim  with  refer- 
ence loan  outstanding  liability  on  his  part  as  one 
of  the  securities  of  Henry  Ashton,  late  marshal 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  appears,  from  an  exiract  from  the  docket  of 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  that  at  the  November 
term,  1839,  a  verdict  was  rendered  in  the  United 
Stales  district  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
in  Ihe  case  of  James  Williams,  one  of  the  six  sure- 
ties of  Henry  Ashton,  in  favor  of  the  Ui{ited 
Stales  for  $8,279  25.  It  further  appears,  from  a 
letter  from  the  chief  clerk  of  the  office  of  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury,  that  in  the  year  1842,  the 
representatives  of  Watson  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  which  his 
indebtedness  lo  the  United  Stales,  as  one  of  the 
sureties  of  Ashion,  was  secured  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Government,  and  that  the  debt  so  secured 
amounted  to  about  $1,375,  for  which  a  deed  of 
trust  on  real  estate  in  this  city  was  executed  by 
them.  Prom  a  statement  made  to  Mr.  Baldwin, 
on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  <  Claims  of  the 
United  Slates  Senate,  it  appears  that  of  the  appro- 
priations made  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  during  the  years  1806,-'7, 
-•8,-'9,-'10,-'Il,  and  1812,  there  remained  in  the 
I  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813,  a  balance 
of  $1,050,  and  that  no  part  of  the  appropriations 
appears  "  lo  have  been  made  on  account  of  the 
Indian  Department,  or  to  Joseph  Watson." 

Taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  liability  on  the  part  of  Joseph  Watson 
had  its  origin,  and  the  fact,  admitted  upon  all 
sidefc,  that  the  services  for  which  compensation  is 
at  present  demanded  were  actually  rendered,  but 
not  paid  for,  whilst  a  balance  of  $1,050  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  nearly  the  amount  of  the 
liability,  remained  in  iheTreasury,  the  committee 
think  It  just  that  theone  should  be  regarded  as  an 
offset  against  the  other.  The  indebtedness  of 
Watson,  for  which  Ihe  property  of  his  represent- 
atives is  held  bound,  originated  in  an  act  of  kind- 
ness on  his  pari,  from  which  neither  he  nor  his 
representatives  have  ever  derived  any  benefit; 
and  it  would  seem  nothing  more  than  equitable 
that  his  services,  faithfully  rendered,  should  be 
received  in  discharge  of  that  indebtedness.  If 
his  appointment  hail  been  under  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, there  could  have  been  no  difficulty  in  allow- 
ing his  salary  in  discharge  of  the  claim  against 
him  as  surety  of  Henry  Ashton.  The  Hon. 
Lewis  Cass,  who  succeeded,  at  the  end  of  the 
war  of  1812,  lo  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Afl'airs,  has  staled,  in  a  letter  on  file  amone 
the  papers,  that  the  office  which  the  petitioner  held 
"  was  essential  to  the  public  service — that  the 
duties  were  ably  and  zealously  performed;"  and 
*■  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  to 


discharge  personally  the  various  duties  required  of 
him  by  law;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  he  always 
understood  that  a  large  portion  of  them  wu 
discharged  by  Colonel  Wnlson." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate   withont 
anirntlment,  ordered  to   be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  dli- 
zensof  Southboro',  Massachusetts,  remonstrniing 
against  any  act  of  Congress,  in  the  organization 
oi  Nebraska,  which  shall  permit  the  introduction 
of  slavery  into  territory  from  which  it  was  ex- 
cluded by  Ihe  Missouri  compromise;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also, a  petition  signed  by  women  of  New  Eng- 
land, praying  Congress  lo  refrain  from  legalizing 
slavery  in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey,  presented  a 
petition  of  citizens  of  Baskenridge,  Somerset 
county.  New  Jersey,  praying  Conjress  to  enact 
such  laws  as  will  tend  to  secure  religious  freedom 
to  American  citizens  residing  or  traveling  abroad; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Furei^ 
Relations. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
officers  of  Ihe  United  States  Army,  stationed  at 
Fort  Yuma,  California,  prayingan  increase  nf  pay; 
which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Portland,  Maine,  praying 
that  the  present  rates  of  ocean  postage  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  uniform  charge  of  two  cents;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  signed  by  legal  voters  in  the 
town  of  Saiiford,  county  of  ^  ork,  Maine,  protest- 
ing against  the  passage  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"Nebraska  bill,"  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  le- 
galize slavery  in  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  And 
Kansas;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Butler  county,  Ohio,  praying  that  the  public  lands 
may  be  granted  in  limited  quantities  to  actual  set- 
tlers; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lnnds. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  the  fac- 
ulty of  Mississippi  College,  praying  that  a  town- 
ship of  land  may  be  panted  lo  each  incorporated 
college  or  university  m  the  United  S'ales;  which 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  petition  of 
Moses  Noble,  agent  for  the  owners  of  certain 
fishing  vessels,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  th« 
Treasury  may  be  authorized  lo  adjust  the  claims 
of  the  owners  thereof,  lo  fishing  bounty;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commiliee  on  Commsrce. 
BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  inlroduce  • 
bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  William  Nool;  which  waa 
rend  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  Ihe  petition  and  papers  of  Nancv  Bowen 
be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  tlie  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Coniinittee  on  Pensions. 

REVOLUTIONART  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  morning  business,  I  be- 
lieve, is  through.  I  move,  therefore,  thai  the  Sen- 
ate now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  do  not  intend  to  interfere  with 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  but  there  is  a  bill  on  the 
table 

Mr.  MASON.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,' but  I  know  the 
bill  which  he  proposes  to  take  up.  I  suppose  it 
is  the  one  in  reference  to  revolutionary  claims. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  propose  to  take  it  up 
at  this  time;  but  I  rise  lo  say  thai  I  should  be 
gratified  if  some  time  could  be  fixed  for  its  consid- 
eration. I  move,  if  it  be  in  order,  that  it  be  made 
Ihe  special  order  for  one  hour  to-morrow  morning 
I  do  not  wish  lo  interfere  with  the  Executive  ba 
ness. 

Mr.  MASON.    As  far  as  I  am  concerned 
sonally,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  that;  t 
would  suggest  to  the  Senator,  that  by  next  wa 
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we  ahall  prslMbl;;  have  ilisposed  of  the  businew 
'  in  BmoutiT*  seaBion;  and  if  he  will  allow  his  bill 
to  ^  over  until  that  time,  Ix  will  hare  an  oppor- 
tuiiity  to  hare  it  diapoeed  of  then.  1  think  the  bill 
will  cneender  debate,  and  probably  protracted  de- 
bate. I  Boggul,  therefore,  to  the  Senator  that  it 
would  be  better,  perhaps,  to  let  it  lie  orer  until  next 
week. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Then  I  more  to  take  up  the 
bill  to  which  I  refer,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  the  ipeeial  order  for  next  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  "to  proride  for  the  final 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  officers  of  the  Rer- 
olutionary  Army,  and  of  the  widows  and  orphan 
children  of  those  who  died  in  the  service." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was 

Oritrti,  Thai  i'li  funhrr  considpnuinn  be  pnatponed  to, 
aad  made  the  order  of  the  d*y  for,  Moaday  aexu 

STEilM  FRIGATE  BILL. 
A  meaaage  was  receired  from  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatires,  by  Mr.  McKeak,  its  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  ptused  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  construction  of  six  steam  frigates,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  GWIN.    That  is  identical  with  the  bill 

which  has  passed  the  Senate.    I  hope,  therefore, 

that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  immediate 

consideration  and  paasage. 

<  The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  unanimous 

I      oonsent,  and  eoosid»red  as  in  Committee  of  the 

I      Whole.    No  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was 

I      reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment,ordered 

to  a  third  reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

passed. 

RBFGRBNO  OF  HOUSE  BILLS. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 

had   passed  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy 

postmasters;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 

'      referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 

Post  Roads. 

Also,  that  the  HoDse  had  passed  •  bill  to  repeal 
part  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  acta,  records,  and  seal  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes-,"  which 
was  read  twice  by  iu  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Exeeutire  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TirasDAT,  .^prtt  4, 18S4. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  HENar  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
NEW  MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  received 
numerous  communications  from  the  Legislative 
Conneil  of  New  Mexico.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House,  I  will  present  them  to  the  body. 

Several  Members.    Yes. 

The  SPEAKER.  These  memorials  and  reso- 
lutions relate  to  various  subjecta,  some  to  thecon- 
Btmetion  of  roads;  some  to  the  preservation  of  the 
public  documents  of  the  Territory;  some  to  the 
erection  of  public  buildings.  If  it  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  House,  they  will  be  referred  to  the  several 
appropriata  committees. 

Mr.  CLIN6MAN.  I  move  that  the  petitions 
be  referred  to  the  various  appropriata  committees, 
and  that  they '.be  printed. 

It  was  so  onlered. 

THE  COMMITTBE  ON  ENROLLED  BILLS. 

The  SPEAEAER.  The  Chair  underatands  that 
a  member  of  tfte  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  is 
not  present  at  Inis  time,  and  that  there  is,  there- 
fore, a  pressingkieeessity  for  the  appointment  of 
one  adoitional  niember  to  that  committee.  The 
Chair  would,  at}  the  same  time,  suggest  that  it 
might  bs  as  wdll  to  appoint  two  additional  mem- 
bers, in  order  to  aieet  the  contingencies  of  the  ses- 
non.  Is  it  the  (pleasure  of  the  House  that  two 
additional  members  be  added  to  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  BUIa? 


\ 


The  Members  generally  assented. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will-  understand 
the  House  as  having  unanimously  ordered  the 
appointment  of  two  additional  members  to  that 
committee. 

CLAIMS  OF  MARYLAND. 

Mr.  MAY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  permit  roe  to  present  a  memorial  from 
the  Stale  of  Maryland,  that  it  may  be  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  printed'.  It  is  the 
memorial  of  the  special  agents  of  the  Stata  of 
Maryland  asking  fur  the  reimbursement  of  the 
State  for  her  "advances"  to  the  United  Sutes  in 
1792  and  1793. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committae,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ESTIMATES  FROM  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  a  large 
amount  of  estimates;  and  I  ask  that  they  may  Be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed. 

It  was  BO  ordered. 
POSTPONEMENT  OF  THE  GRADUATION  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB.  Mr.  Speaker,  i  would  not  en- 
croach upon  the  time  of  the  House  at  this  time, 
but  from  necessity.  I  desire  to  make  a  motion, 
before  we  resolve  ourselves  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accomplishing  an  object  which,  I  believe, 
the  House  of  Representatives  almost  entirely 
favor. 

To.day,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  a  special  order 
of  the  House  to  consider  the  bill  to  graduate  and 
reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  It  seems  to 
be  the  wish  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Hous'e — at 
all  eventa  of  those  with  whom  1  have  consulted 
on  the  subject — that  thia  special  order  be  postponed 
until  this  day  two  weeks,  *o  as  to  give  every  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  an  opportunity  of  investiga- 
ting the  matter  fVilly,  fairly,  and  properly;  and 
further,  to  enable  them  toget  clear  of  the  other  busi- 
ness before  them.  The  deficiency  bill  must  come 
up,  and  ought  to  be  disposed  of  first.  If,  there- 
fore, it  be  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
that  this  special  order  should  be  postponed  for 
two  weeks,  I  have  no  objection  at  all  to  that  ar- 
rangement. If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House, 
I  will  now  make  a  motion  to  that  effect,  before  we 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stata 
of  the  Union;  because,  unless  the  motion  is  made 
now,  we  will  not  beabletoaccompliah  the  desired 
object  after  the  House  has  gone  into  committee. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Oh,  no;  IH  it  not  be 
postponed.  These  special  orders  are  always  in 
the  way ;  and  we  may  as  well  go  to  this  one  at  one 
time  as  at  another. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  have  indicated  my  desire  to  have 
it  postponed;  but  as  I  find  1  cannot  nave  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House,  I  give  notice  to  the 
House,that  immediately  after  we  resolve  ourselves 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  I  will  proceed  to  discuss  this  graduation 
bill.  It  is  the  first  business  to  come  up;  and  I 
trust  that  every  gentleman  will  send  into  tne  docu- 
ment room  and  procure  a  copy  of  the  bill,  so  that 
he  may  fully  understand  what  we  have  before  us. 
I  made  the  motion  to  postpone;  but  as  objection 
has  been  made,  I  am  ready  to  take  up  the  matter. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  conceive 
that  it  is  m  order  for  the  House  to  postpone  this 
special  order.  According  to  the  practice  of  the 
present  Speaker,  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, we  have  more  than  once,  during  the  last 
Congress,  post])oned  a  special  order  from  one  day 
to  the  other.  I  hold,  therefore,  that  my  colleague 
I  Mr.  Con]  has  the  right  to  nuke  the. motion  to 
postpone.  We  have  already,  in  fact,  postponed 
thia  very  spscial  order  this  session. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order,  as  the  bill 
is  not  before  the  HoMe  at  all. 

Mr.  COBB.  No;  it  cobid  not  be  before  the 
House,  aa  it  has  been  made  a  special  order,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stata  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  al- 
ready postponed  thia  very  special  order  at  this 
session. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was,  however,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  by  unanimous  conaent  or  not;  but,  at  all 
eventa,  it  was  poatponsd,  and  it  has  b«eo  frequently 


ruled  by  the  Chair  that  it  i«  in  the  power  of  the 
House,  if  the  majority  vote  in  favor  of  it,  to  post- 
pone a  epecial  order.  The  House  has  the  control 
over  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  bill  were  before  the 
House  the  motion  would  be  in  order,  and  it  would 
be  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  majority  could 
direct  the  postponement.  But  it  is  not  now  before 
the  House;  and  therefore  it  is  that  the  Chair  thinks 
the  motion  to  nostpone  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  the  Chair  allow  me  to 
say  this:  This  bill,  it  is  true,  is  not  before  the 
House;  but,  by  the  special  order  of  the  House,  it 
is  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
House,  however,  has  control  over  it  still,  and  can 
postpone  the  sperial  order. 

The  SPEA  KER.  That  wasdone  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  for  the  express  purpose. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  it  is  true,  but  the  House  can  postpone  this. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  holds  that  it  ia 
not  competent  for  the  House  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  a  special  order,  if  objection  be  made. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  linoois.  As  a  gen- 
tleman has  the  fioor  to-day  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  aa  he  is  anxious  to  speok  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  desires  to  leave  the  city  soon,  I  will 
waive  my  objection,  and  conaent  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  for  one  day. 

Mr.  COBB.  As  far  aa  I  am  concerned,  I  am 
willing  to  take  up  the  bill  to-day;  but  I  made  the 
motion  for  the  accommodation  of  the  House,  in 
order  that  members  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  it  before  acting  upon  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  make  the  motion 
now. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  that  it  be  postponed  for 
this  day  twe  weeks. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  that  he  should  make  the 
day  of  postponement  four  weeks  instaad  of  two. 

Mr.  COBB.    Then  there  will  be  an  objection. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH, of  IllinoU.  I  wUI  eon- 
sent  to  a  postponement  for  a  week. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  VitginM.  1  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  move  to  poetpone  lU  consider- 
ation indefinitely.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  gentle- 
man, but  I  must  respectfully  decline  his  suggestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  a  post- 
ponement for  two  weeks  > 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  consented  to  one 
week's  delay. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  I  make  my  motion  to  post- 
pone for  one  week. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    I  object  to  one  week. 

REPORTS  FROM  LAND  COMMITTEB. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  the 
motion  is  not  in  order.  The  first  business  in  or- 
der is  reporta  from  committees,  commencing  with 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WARREN.  1  hold  in  my  hand  several 
petitions  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
which  I  am  directed  to  report  back  to  the  House 
adversely,  and  move  that  they  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  petitiona  were  accepted,  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table.    They  were  as  follows: 

The  petition  of  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
of  Fairfax  county,  Connecticut,  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  bounty  land; 

The  petition  of  Alfred  W.  and  Solomon  Oil- 
lett,  for  bounty  lands; 

The  petition  of  the  residenta  and  citixena  of 
Kinss  county,  the  grand  jury,  the  officers  of  the 
5th  brigade  of  the  New  York  militia,  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council  of  Brooklyn,  and  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  ask  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  bounty  land  act,  passed  September  38, 
1850; and 

The  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stata 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  grant  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  withdraw,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  objection  which  I  made  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr  Cobb  J  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order  for  one  week. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  motion,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  was,  by  unanimoiM  con- 
sent, postponed  for  one  week. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.    I  «Uc  the 
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unanimous  cjinsent^of  the  House  lo  pre«ent  a 
report  thi.<  morning* from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  not  with  a  view  of  having  it  acted  upoii, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  referred. 

Mr  ORR.  1  object,  and  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    I  make  the  request  now,  be- 
,cau!!e  I  nm  obliijeu  to  leave  the  city  soon. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.     1  renew  tiie  objection. 

Objection  being  made,  the  report  was  not  ad- 
.  milled. 

Mr.  LATHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
'  lie  Lands,  reported  bills;  which  were  read  a  first 
I  end  second  time  by  their  titles, as  follows,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union: 

A  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  surveyor  general 
'  of  New  Mexico,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  set- 
tlers therein,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  lo  amend  an  act  approved  September  27, 
1852,  to  create  an  ofSce  of  surveyor  general  of 
the  public  lands  in  Oregon,  (fcc,  and  also  the  act 
amendatory  thereof, approved  February  19,18.'>3; 
and 

A  bill  to  establish  an  office  of  surveyor  general 
of  Utah,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  sfttlers  there- 
in, and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  adversely  upon  the  following 
petitions;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
committee  discharged  from  their  further  consider- 
ation: 

Of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Samuel  French,  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  asking  for  commutation 
and  bounty  land; 

Of  Martha  Gray,  widow  of  Captain  Robert 
Gray,  the  discoverer  of  theColumbia  river,  asking 
fur  relief;  and 

Of  Elizabeth  Hall,  widow  of  Sergeant  John 
Hall,  late  a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  in  lieu  of  military 
land  warrants,  &c. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  adversely  upon  the  following  pe- 
titions; which  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
committee  discharged  from  their  further  consider- 
ation: 

Of  George  Heavenridge  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  others,  citizens  of  Union  county,  In- 
diana, in  favor  of  grunting  lands  to  actual  settlers, 
and  against  their  sale  to  speculators;  and  of  citi- 
zens of  Alabama,  for  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  from  Sparta,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  former 
petition,  that  a  general  law  had  been  passed  cover- 
ing the  case. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  desire  to  report,  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  a  bill  founded  upon 
B  petition  referred  to  that  committee,  which  1  ask 
may  be  read  a  first  and  second  time;  and  then  I 
hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  in  having  it  put 
upon  its  passage.  It  is  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
selection  of  sixteenth  sections  within  the  limits  of 
the  twelve  miles  square  reservation  in  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  then  read  through. 

It  provides  that  the  school  commissioners  in 
the  Hunlsville  district,  Alabama,  be  authorized 
to  select  respectively,  by  legal  subdivisions,  from 
any  of  the  surveyed  public  lands,  the  quantity, as 
near  aa  may  be,  contained  in  the  sixteemh  sections 
of  townships  within  the  twelve  miles  square  re- 
servation; which  selections,  upon  being  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  holden 
by  the  same  tenure,  and  for  the  same  terms,  for 
the  support  of  schools  in  said  townships  as  the 
sections  numbered  sixteen,  within  the  said  reser- 
vation would  have  been,  had  not  treaty  stipula- 
tions made  other  disposition  thereof. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  hope  the  House  will  bear  with 
me  for  a  few  moments  when  I  inform  them  that  I 
have  not  lost  a  vote  during  this  Congress;  that  1 
have  been  constant  upon  my  attendance  upon  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  and  upon  those  of  its  com- 
mittees, thereby  furthering  the  business  of  the 
House  as  much  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  do. 
I  have  not  missed  one  sitting  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  nor  have 
I  missed  a  sitting  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
mittee, of  which  I  am  also  a  member.  I  have  not 
jmide,  nor  do  I  intend  to  make,  any  hour  speeches. 


I  do  not  trouble  the  House  often  with  any  re- 
marks; but  when  I  do,  1  intend  alwoys  that  such 
remarks  shall  be  pertinent  to  the  measures  under 
consideration.  In  view  of  these  facts,  I  think  1 
have  the  right  to  ask  the  House  to  hear  me  pa- 
tiently for  a  few  minutes  this  morning  in  relation 
to  the  bill  which  is  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  KERR.     I  rise  lo  a  question  of  order.     I 
wish  simply  lo  inquire  if  debate  is  strictly  in  order 
upon  this  bill.' 
The  SPEAKER.    It  is  strictly  in  order. 
Mr.  COBB.     1  am  most  certainly  in  order;  but  j 
I  Will  not  trouble  the  House  for  more  than  five  , 
minutes.     When  the  State  of  Alabama  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  1  find  that  every  section  of 
the  public  lands  numbered  sixteen  was  set  apart  , 
for  educational  purposes.     I  aisc  find  that  by  the  [ 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  with  the  Chickasaw  In- 
diana in   1819,  there  was  a   section   of  country 
twelve  miles  square  set  apart  for  school  purposes. 
These   lands  were  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
applied  for  educational  purposes  among  the  In- 
dians. 

The  sixteenth  sections  of  other  lands  which  I  am 
now  asking  in  lieu  thereof  are  found  to  be  in  that 
twelve  miles  square.  Some  years  ago,  when  that 
portion  of  land  was  sold  by  theGeneral  Government 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  the  Government, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  believed  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  respective  townships  were  entitled 
to  the  sixieenth  sections.  It  did  not  sell  them. 
Those  citizens  have  been  enjoying  their  benefits 
for  that  number  of  years.  Two  years  ago  the 
question  arose  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  citi- 
zens to  those  sixteenth  sections.  It  was  brought 
before  the  Department,  which  decided  that,  inas- 
much as  by  treaty  stipulations  it  was  agreed  the 
twelve  miles  square  should  be  disposed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indian  tribes,  the  sixieenth  sections 
therein  could  not  be  exempted.  Then  you  per- 
ceive the  difficulty  that  now  exists.  The  citizens, 
after  having  been  in  possession  of  those  sections 
for  twenty- five  years,  are  now  decided  not  to  be 
entitled  to  them. 

We  find  that  a  law,  enacted  in  1826,  authorizes 
the  citizens  of  townships,  where  there  are  no  six- 
teenth sections  by  grants  of  land  or  otherwise,  to 
select  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof.  You  have,  then, 
the  whole  mutter  summed  up.  What  do  I  ask  ? 
Only  that  the  citizens  of  the  townships  to  which 
I  have  referred,  shall,  by  their  proper  authorities, 
be  authorized  to  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  of  those 
of  which  they  have  been  deprived  by  regular  sub- 
division. They  ought  to  have  that  privilege.  If 
they  are  required  to  locate  their  land  in  conformity 
with  the  act  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  they  will 
be  forced  to  locate  each  sixteenth  section  in  a  solid 
body.  If  they  are  so  required,  as  I  stated  on  a 
former  occasion,  they  lose  the  benefit  of  the  grant 
lo  a  great  extent,  and  get  but  little  land.  The  bill 
merely  authorizes  them  to  locate  the  sixteenth 
sections  by  regular  subdivision,  and  as  small  a 
quantity  as  forty  acres.  You  know  that  their 
interest  will  induce  them  to  locate  in  larger  tracts, 
if  possible. 

I  will  make  no  further  remarks.  The  justness 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  is  evident;  but,  as  an 
equivalent,  if  the  House  gramme  the  favor  I  ask, 
I  promise  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
will  instantly  pass  ofiT,  and  report  no  other  railroad 
bills  until  called  again.  I  trust  the  House  will 
pass  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and,  being  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back  a  bill  lo  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  authorize  the  correction  of  erro- 
neous locations  of  military  land  warrants  by 
actual  settlers  on  the  public  land,  in  certain 
cases,"  with  an  amendment;  which  was  referred, 
to  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER.  1  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  report  adversely  on 
the  petition  of  George  Nix,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  as  a  member  of  the 

Virginia  Line,  entitled  to acres  of  land  in 

the  now  fertile  Slate  of  Kentucky.  In  ignorance 
of  his  rights,  he  neglected  lo  apply  fur  it,  and  is 
now  informed  that  it  is  too  late  to  do  it.  The 
committee  conceive  that  there  are  many  others  in 
the  sNfit  situation  with  the  petitioner;  and  regard 


the  subject  as  one  of  ffeneral  rather  thag  special 
legislation.  They  therefore,  aa  I  have  said,  dirr-^ 
me  to  report  adversely  on  it,  and  to  move  ihi 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  ilie  motion  wa« 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENNETT,  from  the  Commiitee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  ss  follows: 

A  bill  to  equalize  the  grants  of  lands  to  the  ser- 
eral  States  for  certain  public  purposes. 

Mr.  ORR.     I   rise  to  a   question   of  order.     I 

understand  that  this  is  not  a  report  from  the  com^ 

millee  at  all. 

Mr.  BENNETT.    Yes  it  is 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from  Ne' 

York  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on    Public 

Lands,  and  reports  this  bill  from  that  commiitee. 

Mr.  BENNETT.     I  will  slate  to  the  Chair  how 

the  fact  18.     The  committee  directed  the  bill  to  h* 

reported   back,  but  a  majority  of  the  cornraiti 

recommend   that  it  do  not  pass;  a  minority  r 

ommend  its  passage,  and  I  desire  in  take  the  aei 

of  the  House  as  to  which  of  those  recommenda 

lions  shall  be  supported  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  desire  to  osk  the 
tleman  from  New  York  what  is  the  report  ol 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  whether  it  is  thi 
bill  lie  upon  the  mhle  or  that  it  be  passed  .' 

Mr.  BENN  ETT.     I  will  state  to  the  srentlemi 
that  there  are  two  reports. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     Well,  what  is  the  repoj 
of  the   committee,  that  is   of  the  majoriljr, 
course? 

Mr.  BENNETT.    The  recommendation  of  tl 
majority  is,  that  the  bill  do  not  pass,  but  the  mi- 
nority recommend  its  passage. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Then  I  ask  .he  gentle- 
man what  motion  he  makes  with  reference  to  the 
bill,  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee? 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  make  this  motion  y| 
regard  to  the  bill.  I  move  to  put  it  uiwn 
passage,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  spend  any  ti 
on  it.  If  the  House  will  permit  me,  I  will  state 
precisely  what  the  bill  is,  and  what  1  propose  to 
do  with  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  rise  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  the   gentleman.     I    wish    lo  know  if 
this  bill  was  referred  by  the  House  lo   the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  or  not? 
Mr.  BENNETT.    It  was. 
Mr.JONES.    Orwasit  originated  by  the  coi 
mittee? 

Mr.  BENNETT.     It  was  referred  lo  the 
millee,  but  the  bill  which  I  have  reported 
precisely  the  bill  which  was  referred  to  the  c 
millee.     Il  has  been  changed  in  some  respects, 

Mr.JONES.  Then,  the  gentleman  reporta  bael 
the  bill  which  was  referred  ? 

Mr.  BENNETT.  No;  I  report  it  back  with  an 
alteration. 

Mr.JONES.    Then  il  ia  a  substiluie,  and 
gentleman  should  report  back  the  original  bill 
a  recommendation  that  it  be  substituted.     I 
make  a  question  of  order  on  the  gentleman, 
seems,  from  what  the  gentleman  says,  that  th 
not  the  bill  which  was  referred  lo  ine  comnain 
and  I  submit  this  point  to  the  Chair,  that  thee 
mittee  has  no  right  to  report  back  a  bill  w»i 
substitute  or  with  an  amendment,  and  recommi 
the  rejection  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  BENNETT.    This  precise  question 
raised  during  the  last  Congress  wh^  I  preaei 
a  similar  bill. 

Mr.  JONES.  No,  sir;  let  me  ci 
tleman.  Last  year  when  the  hi' 
the  question  was  made  that  it  had 
ferred  by  the  House  to  the  com 
case,  however,  a  bill  was  referred 
to  the  committee,  and,  as  I  unders; 
man  from  New  York,  he  reports, 
bill  and  recommends  its  rejection. 

Mr.  COBB.     No;  the  gentlemftie  is mistak- 
to  the  fact.    The  bill  was  referred  to  the  coi 
millee  and  is  reported  back.         g 

Mr.JONES.   Will  the  Clerk  i#?««il  the  bin  which 
has  been  reported  ■  f* 

The  SPEAKER.    Will   the;"',  gentleman 
New  York  be  kind  enough  lo  ej^utewhat  the 
mittee  reports? 

Mr.  BENNETT.     I  will  str^.iuhe  facts 
Chair.   The  bill  as  prepared  b'f'^  me,  and  rtl 
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to  the  commiuee,  contained  a  provision  looking  t4< 
all  the  State*,  and  regarding  the  public  landa  ai, 
to  some  extent,  the  property  of  all.  The  commit- 
tee believe  that  the  bill  was  put  in  a  shape  which 
would  be  the  least  objectionable.  It  is  not  an 
amendment  or  a  substitute,  but  it  is  a  mere  change 
of  the  l<ill  Itself  in  one  respect. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  original 
bill  is  reported  back,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  be  amended  in  apariicular  way } 

Mr.  BEOrNETr.  I  wish  to  state  further,  that 
if  this  bill  is  ruled  out  of  order,  I  shall  ask  to  pre- 
sent the  original  bill.  I  will  detain  the  House  but 
a  short  time. 

Mr.'JONE^.  I  understand  that  it  ia  not  the 
original  bill;  and  I  contend  that  they  cannot  retain 
the  original  bill  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  make  a  report  of  a  different  bill;  because 
it  l)«comes  an  act  of  introduction,  and  cannot  be 
done  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  very  true.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Bennett]  may  re- 
port an  amendment  by  onter  of  the  committee,  or 
a  aub.'«titute  for  the  original  bill;  but  he  cannot 
retain  the  originul  bill,  and  base  another,  and  a 
very  difTerent  Bill,  upon  it. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  It  is  the  same  bill  aa  the 
original,  with  a  slight  exception. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate 
by  the  band  of  Asbdkt  Oiciins,  Esq.,  their 
Secretary,  informing  the  House  that  that  body 
had  passed  a  bill  of  this  House  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  construction  of  six  first  class  steam- 
frigates;"  and  also  a  bill  of  this  House  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Qoggin ;"  and  asking 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein.] 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wish  to  have  the  question  de- 
cided. 1  understand  that  this  is  not  the  bill  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  TIm  gentleraaa  from  New 
York  can  state  how  the  fact  is  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  Chair  decides  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  have  the  right  to  originate  bills,  but 
he  also  decides  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bennett]  cannot  report  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Landa,  baaed  upon  or  in  lieu 
of  the  one  referred  to  tliat  commiue«v-and  stili 
retain  the  original  one. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  l«nds  have  not  recommended  this  amend- 
ment at- all. 

Mr.  BENNETT.   They  have  recommended  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chairao  understands  it. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  beg  leave  to  correct  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Oaa.J  A 
majority  of  tlie  commipee  recommended  the  aller- 
Mtion,  and  they  have  not  gone  beyond  the  princi- 
ples of  either  bill  in  the  aggregate. 

Mr.  JONES.     I  submit  this  further  question. 
'  That  the  committee  cannot  report  the  orieinul  bill 
with  an  amendment,  as  a  substitute,  ana  recom- 
mend the  rejection  of  the  bill  itself,  which  was 
referred  to  them.  " 

Mr.  ORBY.  1  merely  desire  to  say  one  word. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bbnhitt,] 
as  I  understand  him,  saya  that  this  bill  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  .  That  committee  agreed 
to  some  slight  alteration,  or  recommended  some 
•light.alteration,  in  that  bill.  They  now  report 
it  back  to  the  House  with  that  alteration  in  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bennett]  can  report  that  bill  back 
now. 

Mr.  BENNETT.    If  the  Chair  pleases,  I  pro- 
pose to  report  the  original  bill  back;  and  I  ask 
Che  Chair  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  olTer 
I  an  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
I  York  can  offer  any  amendment,  if  he  desires  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  Has  the  gentleman  from  New 
I  York  authority  to  report  the  original  bill  back 
I  without  amendmenu? 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Yes,  sir,  or  the  other.  A 
aajority  of  the  committee  prefer  the  other  bill, 
nd  it  woa  agreed  that  we  should  report  the  other 
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bill,  without  the  original.    I  am  willing  to  report 
the  original  bill. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wish  to  make  this  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  for  I  want  to  have 
the  question  right  before  the  [fouse.  Does  the 
gentleman  report  that  bill  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  without  amendment? 

Mr.  BENNETT.    Yes. 

Mr.  JON  ES.    And  recommend  its  rejection  ? 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Yes;  we  recommend  its  re- 
jection; but  I  propose  to  offer  an  amendment  or 
substltuts  for  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  but  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  is  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER.  Still  it  ia  competent  for  the 
House  to  follow  a  diflerrnt  direction. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  how  much  of  the  morning  hour  remains 
unexpired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  will  ex- 
pire at  fifteen  minutes  after  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  1  wish  to  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  to  see  in  print  this  bill  which  thecom- 
iiiiitee  recommends  to  be  rejected,  and  the  one 
which  1  shall  offer  as  an  amendment  or  substitute 
for  it;  and  fur  that  reason  I  wish  to  detain  the 
House  until  the  morning  hour  expires  in  makingan 
explanation  of  what  the  bill  is.  I  wish  to  make  a 
motion,  so  as  not  to  have  the  bill  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does 'the  Chair  understand 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  submitting  a 
proposition  to  amend  the  bill.  The  Chair  did  not 
ilistincily  hear  thegentleman's  proposition. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  1  meant  to  say  that  I  wished 
to  make  a  few  remarks  aa  to  this  bill,  and  then  let 
It  go  over  till  to-morrow  morning,  so  that  it  may 
appear  in  print;  and  I  shall  offer  at  the  proper  time 
— and  do  offer  now — a  subatituts  or  amendment 
to  the  bill;  and  I  hope  that  both  will  be  printed, 
so  that  both  may  be  legitimately  before  the  House. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  before  eoing  into  any 
report  on  thia  bill,  1  wish  to  make  a  motion  to 
refer 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  allow  the  Chair  to  set 
himself  right,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake 
about  the  matter.  The  Chair  understands  the 
gentleman  from  New  York 'as  offering  the  first 
paper,  which  he  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table,  as  an 
amendment  or  substitute  to  the  original  bill  which 
h/t  reports  back  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  

Mr.  BENNETT.  Yea,  sir;  the  Chaic  under- 
stands aright. 

I  wish,  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  a  motion  to 
refer  this  bill  back,  after  it  is  amended,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  which  I  do  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  it  from  being  laid  on  the  table.  I 
therefore,  before  1  commence  my  explanatory 
remarks,  move  to  recommit  the  bdl  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  refer  will  be 
entered.  

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
occupy  the  morning  hour,  so  that  the  bill  and 
substitute  proposeiTmay  be  printed  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  members  to-morrow  morning; 
and  will  therefore  state  to  this  House  what  the 
bill  is.  It  asserts  a  principle  that  1  supported  in 
the  last  Confess,  and  for  which  I  am  an  earnest 
advocste  now,  that  the  public  lands  belong  to  all 
the  States  of  the  Union;  that  they  were  granted  or 
purchased  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  should  be 
used  for  their  common  benefit.  1  am  not  among 
the  number  who  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to 
grant  lands  to  the  States  for  railroads,  or  any 
other  public  purpose,  or  who  believe  that  it  is  not 
expedient  to  make  such  grants,  if  equally  and 
fairly  made,  in  a  proper  manner,  and  to  a  proper 
extent.  Yet,  while  1  admit  this,  I  claim  that  there 
should  be  some  fairness  and  equality  in  the  way 
those  lands  are  distributed  for  public  purposes  to 
the  several  States;  that  if  we  give  land  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  for  railroads,  there  would  be  no  justice 
in  our  withholding  it  from  the  State  of  Iowa.  If 
we  give  land  to  build  railroads  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  we  cannot  in  justice  refuse  to  giva  it  to 


the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  a  Uke  amount,  and  for 
the  same  purpose. 

There  should  be  some  equality  and  justice  ob- 
served even  among  the  land  States  themselves  in 
the  amount  of  these  granta.  There  are  some  two 
or  three  of  these  land  States  to  which  grants  of 
public  lands  have  been  made  to  the  amount  of 
two,  three,  or  four  millions  of  acres  each,  to  aid 
in  constructing  railroads.  The  others,  on  the  con- 
trary, have-not  received  any  such  grants.  I  am 
willing  to  give  to  all  of  the  land  States  grants  to 
an  equal  amount,  on  fair  and  just  principles,  for 
this  purpose,  if  justice  is  also  done  to  the  old 
States;  but  if  we  give  to  them  all  at  that  rate,  wc 
should  exhaust  a  great  portion  of  the  public  lands; 
and  that  which  belongs  equally  to  all  would  be 
given  unequally  to  a  few,  unless  som*  equal  and  . 
just  plan  is  adopted,  or  some  general  bill  is  passed. 

There  should  be  some  principle  of  justice  and 
equality  in  these  granu  or  gifts  of  the  public 
lands,  to  the  States;  the  old  States  shoulu  have 
Ikeir  share  in  soma  form,  or  at  least  imnt  share, 
before  we  go  on  with  this  system.  That  form,  of 
course,  should  be  the  one  leaat  objectionable,  by 
which  they  should  receive  a  like  benefit,  by  grants 
to  them  from  the  public  lands  for  similar  pur- 
poses— if  not  to  an  equal  amount — as  are  bestowed 
upon  thft  other  States.  ^ 

In  the  last  Congress  I  introduced  a  bill  looking 
to  this  object.  It  was  passed  by  the  House,  but 
was  not  acted  upon  in  the  Senate.  It  provided 
for  giving  to  the  old  States  public  liinds,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  6Ay  thousand  acres  for 
each  Senator  and  Representative  in  Congress 
from  those  States.  It  also  provided  for  giving  to 
those  States  which  bad  not  received  granta  of  land 
for  railroads,  lands  to  an  amount  as  nearly  equal 
as  possible  to  that  which  had  been  granted  to  the 
State  of  Illinois — the  State  which  has  received  the 
largest  amount  for  that  purpose,  of  any  State  io 
the  Union, 

This  bill,  or  thesubstitute  which  I  now  propose, 
contains  the  same  principle,  but  is  not  the  same  in 
its  detail,  or  in  the  manner  of  accomplishing  th* 
object  in  view.  Those  western  States  which  have 
not  received  granta  for  mads,  say  that  they  have 
already,  by  law,  received  the  grants  for  schools. 
Every  sixteenth  (in  someof  the  States  every  six- 
teenth and  thirty-sixth)  section  is  given  to  them 
for  that  purpose.  They  now  deeire  grants  for 
railroads,  confined  t<i  that  object  alone,  and  speci- 
fying the  routes  of  the  intended  roads.  They  tell 
us  that  if  Congress  makes  grants  to  them  of  so  , 
many  acres  to  each  State,  their  Legislatures  will 
distribute  it  out  to  every  county,  and  the  lands 
will  be  of  no  real  or  practical  benefit.  In  this  they 
are  universally  agreed.  They  want  to  avoid  that 
result.  In  the  last  Congress  they  made  strong  ob- 
jection to  a  general  bill,  for  this  reason:  Becausf 
they  said  the  lands  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  them, 
but  would  be  wasted  on  a  thousand  different  pro- 
jects. To  avoid  thnt  difficulty,  they  su^ested  to 
me  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  old  States  alone;  that 
is,  the  States  which  had  no  pubRc  lands  within 
their  limits,  in  some  form,  as  an  equivalent  for 
these  grants  for  railroads  to  the  other  States,  and 
to  let  each  of  the  land  States  take  their  grants  for 
roads  in  a  separate  bill,  specifying  the  routes  of 
the  roads,  and  limiting  the  amounts  to  the  sams 
proposed  in  the  general  bill.  I  hove  assented  to 
this;  and  now  propose  such  a  bill,  to  see  if  Rep* 
resentatives  from  land  States  are  williitg  to  give 
the  old  States  any  land  at  all,  in  any  form,  or  to 
any  amount,  for  the  same  purposes  as  those  for 
which  it  has  been  so  liberally  granted  to  them. 

Thia  bill,  therefore,  only  provides  for  the  grant 
of  lands  to  seventeen  Skates,  whieh-have  no 
public  lands,  and  have  received  no  grants,  at  ths 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  for 
each  Senator  and  Representative  in  Congiess.  It 
will  require  between  twenty  and  thirty  millions  of 
acres  to  provide  for  all  the  old  States  equally  at 
this  rate,  a  small  equivalent  for  the  grants  mads 
to,  and  now  asked  for,  by  the  land  Stales.  It  is 
objscled ,  that  if  granta  are  made  to  the  old  States; 
they  will  go  into  the  land  States  and  take  up  large 
tracu  of  iaiid  and  hold  tfaem  fbr  along  time,  or  at 
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B  high  price,  to  the  injury  of  the  new  States.  This 
bill  ol)viaies  that  objeciion.  It  provides  for  the 
distriljulion  of  no  lands  directly  to  the  old  Slates, 

.but  that  the  Slates  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  and 
to  dispose  of  land  warrants  (not  less  than  eighty 
nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each) 
to  the  amount  in  all  granted  to  each  State.     These 

,  warrants  will  be  sold  to  actual  settlers  going  into 
the  new  States,  and  that  the  old  Slates  shall  have 
the  benefit  of  the  sale  of  these  warrants;  but  no 
Stale  is  to  luuite  any  warrants  in  its  own  name, 
orforitsown  benefit.    Instead  of  the  General  Gov- 

'  ernment,as  now,  selling  the  lands  to  this  amount, 

and  receiving  the  avails  into  the  public  Treasury, 

[•(after  deducting  the  expense  of  sales,  &o. ,)  each 

of  the  old  States  is  to  be  allowed  to  sell  an  apiount 

of  land  warrants  equal  to  the  amount  granted  to 

'  ^lat  State,  and  retam  the  proceeds  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State  for  school  purposes,  or  purposes  sim- 
ilar to  those  foi  which  the  lands  are  granted  to  the 
land  Slates. 

The  land  warrant  system  is  in  practical  opera- 
tion now;  and  as  it  exists,  is  adopted  by  this  bill. 
It  takes  Uf^the  system  as  we  find  it,  and  through 

"that  system  avails  itself  of  the  opportunity  of 
making  an  equivalent  to  the  old  States,  without 

f>rejudice  to  the  land  Slates,  in  any  way,  for  the 
arge  grants  made  to  them.  We  desire  a  setlle- 
inent  among  the  Stales  of  the  land  account  before 
this  system  goes  further.  Many  gentlemen  do  not 
understand  the  large  amount  of  grams  that  have 
been  made  to  a  few  States.  I  have  said  that  I 
tidmitied  the  power  of  Congress  to  dispose  of  the 
public  lands.  If  Congress  has  not  that  power, 
there  is  no  Department  of  the  Government  which 
has.  The  exclusive  and  entire  right  to  dispose  of 
these  lands  is  conferred,  by  the  Constilution,  as 
clearly  as  any  other  power  which  Congress  may 
exercise.  This  power  has  been  exercised  by 
Congress.  Ever  since  the  days  of  Jefferson  down 
to  the  present  lime,  the  public  lands  have  been 
granted  for  almost  every  conceivable  purpose;  but 
they  have  been  granted  for  the  benefit  of  the  land 
Slates  alone',  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
Slates.  1  have  a  report  before  me  giving  the 
amount  granted  to  apurt  of  the  States,  as  follows: 

Conf^rt'ss  has  not  «nly  made  tliewe  grariM  onen,  but  to 
Inrge  .tnionntH.  The  amount  of  land  graiifd  awny  by  Con- 
gre:*!»  ('Xce('.ls  the  amount  iliat  hoji  been  Hold. 

.^n  official  ]«tat<'int'iit  firmi  Ibe  (7ominURioncr  of  Public 
Land:*  sIiowif  that  Uiere  has  bef  n  granted  to  Ihe  States  and 
Terrilories  named,  up  lo  Jnnu3t),  1^.'>3,  I'lir  railroads,  inter 
nnl  improvement,  schools,  and  deaf  and  dumb  asylums, 
as  folldwa: 

To  Ohio 1 ,970,530  acrea. 

To  Indiana 2,283,919  " 

Tolllinni» 4,09fi,848  " 

ToMichigan 2..'563,477  " 

To  VVinroutin l,g:M,4K4  " 

To  Iowa 2,3;)li,;ilh>  " 

To  Missouri 3,473,.')!)l  " 

To  Arkansas  T 3,62;l,**27  " 

To  Louisiana l,.T3j,m4  " 

To  MiKKissippi 2,0117,754  «« 

ToAlabarna 1,867,292  •' 

ToFlorida., 1,475,507  " 

ToCnIilnrnia 7,365,404  " 

To  Minnejom 6,49>,344  " 

To  Oreson 12,186,987  " 

TolVewMeiico 7,493,120  " 

To  ITtali ff,08!  ,707  " 

13  Stales,  4  Territories— amount 68,913,937     " 


There  has  also  been  granted  lo  the  Slates  named  for  seats 
of  gnvornment,  public  buildings,  corporations,  private 
claims,  saline.*,  swamp  lands,  &c.,  as  follows: 

Ohio B,8ai,617  acres. 

Indiana l,79i,.W«  " 

Illinois 3,146,444  " 

Missouri 3,589,751  " 

Alabama a4«,043  " 

Mississi|)pi 2,514,175  " 

Michigan 6,974,110  " 

Iowa 121,878  " 

Wisconsin......... 1,350,630  ** 

Florida .". 5,80,i,394  " 

Arkansas 8,865, 1.M  " 

Louisiana t 11,864,180  " 

ISStatcs — amount 54,148,514  « 

Add  grants  l>erute  named 08,913,9,17  " 

Amount  eranted  up  to  September  30, 1853, 123,062,451  " 

Amount  sold  up  to  some  date 103,197,3.i6  " 

Amount  of  grants  over  the  sales I9,86i.'*95  " 

Add  grants  lor  miliury  services 24,841,980  " 


Amount 

Amount  of  grants  and  sales. , 


44,707,075    " 


.852,001,787     " 


These  grams  (except  for  military  services)  ate  for  Ibe 


benefit  of  only  a  part  of  the  States,  and  the  old  Sttites  have 
been  wholly  excluded.  x 

The  Mwamp  lands  granted  lo  Calirornin  are  many  mil- 
lions of  acres,  but  have  not  been  returned,  and  are  uol 
included  above. 

Had  the  land  granted  to  the  land  States  and  ttio  Terri- 
torie»^l-i-'l,062,'I61  acres — been  sold  at  Government  price, 
it  would  liave  amounted  lo  $I53,S48,U5I.  The  share  of 
New  York  in  this,  according  to  representation,  would  have 
been  «21 ,693,824. 

Sir,  there  has  been  appropriated  to  the  land 
Stales  and  Territories,  for  all  purposes,  about 
twenty  million  acres  more  land  than  have  been 
sold  up  to  June  30,  1853,  exclusive  of  grants  for 
military  service  of  some  twenty-four  million  acres. 
Is  it  reasonable,  or  is  it  just  or  proper,  if  this 
system  is  lo  be  pursued,  that  the  lands  should  go 
exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  land  States.'  Is 
it  right,  when  we  have  granted  nearly  fifiy  mil- 
lion acres  of  land  for  school  purposes  to  the  land 
Slates  and  Terrilories,  that  we  should  not  grant 
any  lands  for  school  purposes  to  the'old  Slates.' 
I  fall  ihe  lands  granted  away  had  been  sold,  and  the 
proceeds  divided  among  all  the  States,  the  share  be- 
longing lo  New  York,  according  to  representation, 
would  have  amounted  to  more  than  J2O,U00,000 — 
enough  to  pay  our  whole  Slate  debt  for  internal 
improvements. 

Uut,  sir,  that  is  passed;  these  grants  have  been 
made;  and  the  question  now  is,  shall  we  allow  the 
land  Suites  to  appropriate  all  ihe  lands  which  yet 
remain — lands  which  were  purchased  by  the  com- 
nton  property  of  the  country.'  I  take  occasion 
here  to  say  that  1  care  not  what  reports  may 
have  been  presented  upon  the  subject,  I  do  not 
believe  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  public 
lands  have  been  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. We  have  paid  millions  and  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars  for  these  lands  more  ihan 
has  been  received  from  the  sales,  if  all  that  is 
justly  chargeable  to  the  lands  is  placed  in  the  ac- 
count, and  charged  against  them. 

By  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  1  see  that  we  have  paid  the  In- 
dians §35,0011,000  for  land  purchased  of  them.  As 
long  ago  as  1839,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  some 
Senator,  I  think  Mr.  Corwin,  there  was  an  official 
report  made  to  the  Seriate,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  over  $85,000,000  had  been  paid  to  the  Indians 
for  lands,  up  to  that  time.  Purchases  and  pay- 
ments have  been  made  ever  since;  and  now  it  is 
staled  at  $35,000,000.  How  does  this  happen  > 
By  what  process  was  it  reduced,  instead  of  in- 
creasing.' We  have  been  making  liew  purchases 
ever  since  1839,  and  paying  annuities,  some  of 
which  cease  only  with  ihe  existence  of  the  Indian 
tribes  to  whom  they  are  paid.  We  havealso given 
money,  goods,  and  other  lands,  in  exchange.  We 
have  since  been  repeatedly  making  appropriations 
for  gifts,  and  presents,  and  expenses  of  commis- 
sioners 10  make  new  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and 
pOrchase  lands  of  them.  There  is  scarcely  an  In- 
dian appropriation  bill  passes  that  does  not  contain 
forty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred  Uiousand  dollars  for 
these  or  similar  purposes. 

But,  sir,  I  wilt  not  now  pursue  this  train  of  ar- 
gument further;  I  have  not  the  proper  documents 
before  me.  I  repeal,  that  if  nil  that  is  justly  charge- 
able to  the  public  lands  were  placed  in  the  account, 
I  do  not  believe  they  have  ever  been  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  Government;  I  do  not  believe  they 
ever  will  be.  I  am  in  favor  of  grants  of  the  public 
land  for  railfoad  purposes,  if  made  equally  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States.  I  am  not  opposing 
the  policy;  but,  in  making  the  grants,  I  want  the 
old  States  treated  fairly.  The  public  lands  are 
the  common  property  of  all  the  States;  the  old 
States  should  not  be  excluded.  But  we  are  asked 
to  vole  for  those  railroad  grants,  when  it  is  pro- 
claimed that  they  are  to  be  made  for  the  benefit 
of  the  land  States  alone. 

It  is  contended  that  the  old  States  have  no  right 
to  complain,  because,  as  it  is  said ,  they  lose  nothing 
by  these  railroad  grants.  And  it  is  urged  that 
the  price  of  the  alternate  sections  of  land  is 
doubled,  and  that  all  the  land  granted  is  thus 
paid  for.  This  argument  has  been  pressed  beyond 
all  kind  of  reason.  It  was  a  very  ingenious  mode 
of  getting  the  land;  but  it  has  never  been  true  lo 
anything  like  the  extent  claimed.  To  show  this, 
I  have  only  to  refer  to  the  Illinois  Central  rail- 
road. 

Take,  for  example,  Ihe  Illinois  Central  railroad,  as  most 
favorable  for  those  relying  upon  this  argument.   The  grants 
for  that  road  were  as  follows : 
Tollllnoi 2,585,053  acres. 


To  Mississippi 737,130  acres. 

ToAlab.iina 41»,.'a8    " 

Amount  granted  U>  that  road 3.751,711     " 


Reserved  lo  be  offered  at  double  price : 

In  Illinois 1,223,»1  acres. 

In  Mississippi 288,495     " 

In  Alabama 16T,i>;5    " 

Amnmit  to  be  offered  at  double  price. 


I,651,H74     " 


The  land  granted  to  the  road,  3.751,711  acres,  amounts 
al  Governnienl  price,  to  :S4, 689.039. 

If  nil  llie  reserved  sccltoiit  could  be  sold  at  double  price, 
it  still  leaves  a  clear  gilt  to  this  road  of  118,624.897.  Bui 
the  acl  only  reserved  the^e  sections,  and  reciuir.-d  liieiii  t« 
he  offered  al  Ihe  increased  price  before  thej  were  s,>ld  at  ihe 
ordinary  rale.  *" 

They  were  broiisht  into  mnrkel  in  July,  1859;  and  op  to 
Seplejnber,  30,  1853,  (one  year  and  three  months,)  there 
had  been  sold  in  Illinois,  at  the  double  price,  only  *i>'4,U80 
acres,  and  the  ftmnuni  over  Ihtt  ordinary  price  reeeivi-d  Wiis 
.$:r>.'>,l(>0,  (and  from  this  alt  additional  expenses  sliotild  be 
deducted,)  to  repay  Government  lor  the  cram  ir  g\lX  of  land, 
lo  the  amount  of  ^,689,639— not  one  thirteenth  part  as 
much,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  niilrondKranl,  iiiaile  or  to 
t*emade,  under  this  admirable  '*  lose-notliiui**'  system,  (for 
il  has  come  to  be  a  system,)  will  repay  to  Governinent,  in-  % 
eluding  all  additional  expenses,  one  dollar  in  ten  of  the 
value  of  the  land  given  lo  llie  road. 

That  road  had  nearly  four  million  acres  ofthr 

gublic  land  granted  to  it.  It  passed  through  the 
lates  of  Illinois,  Mississippi,  and  Ahibama.  Its 
selections  of  land  were  made  within  a  range  of 
fifteen  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  the 
doubled  sections  only  extended  six  miles  on  each 
side,  and  that  has  i)een  the  precedent  and  pattern 
for  all  the  grants  made  since.  The  alternate 
sections,  to  the  amount  of  one  million  six  hun- 
dred thousand  and  odd  acres  were  doubled  in 
price.  If  every  acre  of  that  land  were  sold  at 
double  price,  there  would  be  still  a  clear  gift  of 
over  $3,500,000  to  the  road. 

But  it  was  further  alleged  that  the  alternate  sec- 
tions would  be  sold  as  soon  as  they  were  brought 
into  market,  at  the  double  price.  The  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  land  along  the  central  Illinois 
railroad,  were  brought  into  market  in  July,  1852, 
and  up  to  the  30lh  June,  1853,  when  they  had 
been  in  market  one  year,  only  about  two  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  acres  were  sold  within  the 
limits  of  Illinois.  The  land  in  ihe  other  States 
was  but  trifling  in  amount.  The  argument  that 
the  Government  would  not  be  a  loser  by  the 
grants  is  not  true  fact,  and  never  has  been.  If  all 
the  extra  expense  of  a  public  sale  antfof  putting 
the  land  into  market  at  the  double  price,  were 
taken  into  account,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  alternate  sections  would  pay  one  tenth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  land  granted  to  the  mad. 
The  idea  of  doubling  the  price  of  the  public  land 
does  not  amount  to  much  in  fact,  so  far  as  (he 
Slates  cjin  show.  And  the  theory  of  doubling  the 
price  of  the  public  land  is  wrong,  in  my  judg- 
ment; I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to  double  the 
price  of  the  public  land,  but  to  make  the  grants 
independent  of  that  consideration.  Let  those  who 
emigrate  to  the  West  have  the  best  of  the  land  to 
settle  on,  if  they  make  the  first  settleinenta  and 
locations. 

We  should  not  forget,  too,  that  in  doubling  the 
price  of  the  public  land,  we  only  tax  the  actual 
settlers  to  build  the  roads  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
panies and  corporations.  The  land  given  to  lh« 
railroad  is,  by  this  syste>n,  also  increased  in  price. 
The  company  will  hold  ilfor  a  time,  and  then  put.it 
into  the  market  at  an  exceedingly  advanced  price, 
I  could  not  vote  for  grants  of  the  public  land  for 
railroad  purposes  upon  the  theory  that  they  pay 
for  themselves.  I  do  not  believe  it.  I  deny  it  alto- 
gether. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  grants  increase  salet),  and 
thereby  benefit  the  United  Slates,  just  n.s  if  that 
were  a  mailer  of  great  importance,  whether  the 
sales  were  made  more  or  less  rapidly.  Wear* 
now  selling  our  public  land  as  fast  as  emigratioa 
demands;  and  it  is  certainly  wrong  to  stimulaM 
settlement  to  an  undue  and  unnatural  extent. 

But  look  at  the  table  of  sales,  and  while  th« 
system  of  railroad  grants  has  been  in  full  opera- 
tion, and  you  will  find  that  the  sales  have  not  in- 
creased.* In  1853  the  sales  were  not  as  great 
as  they  had  been  for  either  of  the  twelve  years 

*There  was  more  land  sold  in  18:16  than  has  heen  soU 
for  the  lost  twelve  years  up  lo  January',  185.3,  (ihe  retarm 
forlf.Vlare  not  yet  all  made-)  Yet  lliis  railroad  sy-icteai 
(that  is  said  so  rapidly  to  incrente  the  rales)  had  b«»ea 
in  full  operation  for  two  or  three  of  tlie  last  year*.  The 
lowest  sales  in  any  one  year  were  in  1852,  (less  than  a«a 
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preceding.  More  land  was  sold  in  1836  than 
during  the  entire  twelve  past  yeurs.  The  spirit 
or  speeulatioD  was  rife.  There  was  a  |;reat  deal 
of  land  sold  in  1836 — over  twenty  millions  acres. 
Perhaps  it  was  an  unhealthy  state  of  public  sen- 
timent on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands;  but  it 
shows  that  capitalists  will  buy  and  sell  land  as  it 
suits  their  interest  without  reference  to  railroad 
grants; other  considerations  control. 

The  old  States  have  not  received  an  acre  of  the 
public  lands  granted  to  the  States;  and,  so  far  as 

f rants  for  railroad  purposes  are  concerned,  they 
0  not  make  any,  or  a  very  small  compensation 
for  the  grants  under  the  system  pursued.  It  will 
take  only  between  twenty  and  thirty  millions  of 
'  acres  to  make  up  to  the  old  States  the  equivalent 
given  by  this  bill.  And  any  gentleman  can  calculate 
now  much  his  own  State  will  get  under  it,  as  it 
grants  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  for 
each  Senator  and  Representative.  Is  that  a  great 
b^n  to  ask  from  our  western  friends  in  return  for 
the  vast  giants  which  they  have  received  atready, 
and  which  they  are  now  asking  for? 

L«|  me  state  one  other  fact  to  the  House.  There 
are  proposed  to  be  granted  to  the  land  States 
during  tnis  very  session, fdr  railroad  purposes,  over 
fifteen  million  acres  of  public  lands,  so  as  to  give 
an  amount  to  the  other  land  States  equal  to  that 
which  has  been  given  to  the  State  of  lllmois. 
That  is  more  than  one  half  the  amount  which  this 
bill  proposes  to  give  to  all  the  old  States;  and  yet 
we  are  asked  to  grant  that  amount  to  the  land 
States  for  railroad  purposes  alone,  during  one  sin- 
gle session — and  to  pursue  this  system  year  after 
year — without  any  provision  being  made  for  the 
old  States. 

Before  any  more  of  these  railroad  measures  are 
taken  up,  I  desired  to  bring-  this  bill  before  the 
House,  and  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
it;  to  know  how  generously,  or  rather  howjustly, 
we  are  to  be  treated  by  thoaa  who  are  continually 
asking  us  to  grant  away  the  public  domain  to  their 
States,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of 
acres  at  a  session.  This  bill  contains  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  recognition  of  the  right  of 
all  the  States  to  the  public  domain,  and  to  be  taken 
for  the  same  public  purposes,  and  particularly  for 
schools. 

Gentlemen  from  the  land  States  tell  as  that  the 
old  States  are  indirectly  benefited  by  the  grants 
for  railroad  purposes.  They  say  you  settle  and 
build  up  the  western  States,  and  by  so  doing,  you 
indirectly  benefit  the  whole  country.  I  grant  the 
argument,  but  I  Mj  that  these  grants  to  the  old 
States  will  also  indirectly  benefit  the  West.  The 
argument  is  just  as  good  one  way  as  the  other. 
We  want  a  small  share  of  the  direct  benefits  of 
these  grants,  and  let  them  have  theif  just  propor- 
tion of  the  indirect  benefits  received  by  all. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN,  (interrupting.)  With  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman,  I  will  meve  that  the 
rules  be  stjspendM,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  orHhe  Union.  The  gentleman  is  a  little 
hoarse  to-day,  and  can  finish  his  remarks  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  BENNETT.    I  give  way  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clingman'i 
motion ,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

[TKe  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  January  3,  1854, 
and  reported  back  to  the  House  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Bennett,  with  a  substitute  therefor: 
A  BILL  graniini;  liindt  equally  to  the  Mveral  Sislee,  to 

aid  in  the  couiracUoa  or  railroads  sod  Tor  the  eunpoiT'of 

•rhooU. 

Be  it  enaeteibunt  Senate  tt»t  Hmue  ef  RefretentaUta 
of  the-  Untie*  Stales  of  Amtrica  in  Conprea  auemUed, 

million  or  acri»,)  being  the  very  ypsr  the  reKrred  KcUooa 
on  the  Central  raiirood  were  broaglst  into  market  I 

■tfcret  ioU. 
In  the  year  I83S .^ 30,074,871 


IMt 1,164.796 

1848 1 1,199,917 

1843 1,005,964 

1844 1,754,763 

1845 1,843,.197 

1846 9,983,731 

1847 9,521,305 

1848 1,887,653 

1849 IJ91.9e9 

1850 1,405,838 

1851 S,I»5,9S0 

1854 894,779 


Total  for  twelve  yean. 


.19,856,605 


1'hat  there  is  hereby  severally  uranted  to  each  of  the  Riates, 
of  Alalinma,  Califuniia,  FUirjda,  low.i,  Louifliaiia^  Mii:hi- 
gau,  Mi8«i!ii>ipi>i,  Wisconsin.  Maine,  New  Hainptihire,  Ver- 
tudiit,  MasiHlcbusens,  Rhode  Island,  ConnecUcill,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Fennvylvania,  Delaware,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Tennes- 
see, and  Kentucky,  public  lands  ai  ibe  rate  of  one  huodred 
artd  fifty  Uiouitand  acres  for  each  Senator  and  Representative 
10  which  said  Stales  are  respectively  entitled ;  and  a  furtlier 
grant  uf  one  million  of  acres  is  hereby  severally  made  to 
each  of  Ibe  States,  of  Alabama^  Florida,  LouisiBiia,  Michi- 
gan, and  Mississippi,  and  o{  one  million  five  hundred 
Uiousand  acres  to  each  of  the  Slates,  of  Calil'omia,  Iowa, 
and  Wisconsin ;  said  lands,  so  Ikr  as  may  be,  to  be  taken 
wltbla  the  llmiu  of  said  Slates  respectively,  in  Uie  man- 
ner, and  for  the  purposes  herelnal^er  meniioned ;  and  to 
each  of  the  States  uf  Ohio  and  Indiana,  all  the  public 
lands  remaining  unsold  within  the  respective  States  of 
Ohio  and  Xodiana,  and  not  reserved  for  any  public  purpose. 

Sbo.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  eight  States'' 
in  the  preceding  section  first  named  are  authorized  to  apply 
the  proceeds  ofuie  lands  hereby  severnlly  granted  to  them 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  the  said  dtotes  re- 
spectively. And  a  rightof  way  through  the  public  lands  Is 
hereby  severally  granted  to  the  said  States,  and  they  are 
severally  authorized  to  take  necessary  materials  of  earth, 
stone,  and  timber,  for  the  construction  of  tlie  said  railroads 
rpspecuvely,  from  the  public  lands  adjacent  thereto,  and 
in  locating  each  of  these  said  railroadi?,  and  assigning  the 
limiu  thereto,  no  more  land  sbsll  be  taken  from  the  United 
States  than  is  necessary  for  the  convenient  construction 
and  use  of  each  of  sai((  railroads,  with  double  track  respec- 
tively, including  stations  and  the  pnblic  buildings  ot  all 
kind:!  connected  with  said  roads,  turnouts,  and  such  other 
appurtenances  ta  are  necessary  or  usually  enjoyed  byfirst- 
elass  railroads  ;  and  a  copy  of  the  location  of  said  several 
roads  respectively,  as  now  made,  ^^r  llereaflerlo  be  made, 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  local  land  ofijces,  and 
the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington  city,  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  same  are  compleled  rei^peclively,  and 
shall  be  duly  recorded;  and  there  is  hereby  severalty 
granted  to  each  of  the  eight  States  in  the  preceding  sec- 
Uon  first  named,  respectively,  the  amount  of  land  Uierein 
specified,  for  the-  purpose  of  making  railroads  therein  re 
specLively,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  taken  within  said  States 
respectively,  and  along  the  entire  length  of  ilte  line  or  route 
of  said  several  railroads,  so  far  as  the  United  States  own  lands 
on  tbe  line  of  said  several  roads,  in  manner  following,  via  i 
every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  odil  numbers, 
for  six  miles  In  width  on  each  side  ol  said  several  railroads ; 
but  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  United  Slates  have,  when 
(he  lineaar  mutes  ol  any  of  sold  roads  are  definitely  fixed,  sold 
any  aecdon,  or  any  pan  Ibereol',  gran  ted  aforesaid,  or  that  the 
rightof  preemption  has  attached  to  the  same,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  agent  or  agents,  U)  he  appointed  by  the  Gov 
ernor  of  each  of  said  States  respectively,  to  select,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  from  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the  lierv  or  aections 
above  specified,  and  within  said  Slates  re:«pectively,  so 
much  land  in  alternate  sections  or  parts  of  sections  as  shall 
be  equal  to  such  lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold,  or  to 
which  Ihff  right  of  preemption  has  attached  as  aforesaid, 
which  lands  (thus  selected  in  lieu  of  iliose  sold  or  to  which 
preemption  rights  have  attached  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  sections  or  parts  of  secli'ms  designated  by  odd  numbers 
as  aforesaid,  and  appropriated  as  afbresald)  shall  be  held  by 
each  of  the  said  eight  States  first  named  respeeiively,-to 
the  amount  in  tlie  preceding  section  named  for  each  of  the 
said  several  States,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  aforesaid ;  but 
the  lands  to  be  so  located  and  selected  for  and  on  account. 
of  eacli  of  said  roads  shall  in  no  case  be  more  than  fix  sec- 
dons  of  land  fur  each  mile  of  said  road :  Proaided,  That  the 
lands  hereby  granted  to  Uie  said  eieht  first  named  States 
shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  construct  or.  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  in  said  States  respectively,  and  shall 
be  sold  and  disposed  of  only  as  the  work  progresses,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  railroad  coiuple^  upon  each 
of  said  roads,  and  the  same  shall  be  applied  to  nootlierroad 
or  purpose :  jf  nd  jrrovlded,  atao^  That  any  and  all  lands 
heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  any  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  in  any  other  manner  by  competent  authority,  lor 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  any  object  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever,  shffll  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  reserved  to  the  United  States  from  the 
operation  of  this  section,  except  so  far  as  It  may  be  found 
neceeaary  to  locale  tbe  routes  of  said  railroads  through  such 
reserved  lands,  in  which  case  the  right  of  way  only  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  granted. 

Sao.  3.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enaelei.  That  the  albe(  nine- 
teen States  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  named  are  sever- 
ally aniborized  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  her<!by 
severally  granted  to  ^ch  of  said  States  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  or  canals,  or  for  llie  support  of 
schools.  And  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  shall  iscue  to 
each  of  said  nineteen  States,  respectively,  land  warrants  to 
the  amount  In  all  to  which  each  ofsaid  nineteen  Stales  on 
respectively  entitled  nnder  this  act,  (except  so  Ikr  as  the 
lands  granted  to  Ohio  and  Indiana  are  situated  within  the 
limits  of  said  States ;)  and  said  nineteen  Slates  are  severally 
authorised  to  sell  and  dispose  of  said  land  warrants ;  and 
tbe  same  ore  to  be  valid  and  effectual  In  the  hands  of  any 
owner  or  holder  thereof,  and  may  be  located  by  such  owner 
or  holder  upon  any  public  lands  for  sale  or  suliject  to  private 
entry,  and  the  same  fees  to  be  paid  therefor  by  tbe  hpldera 
thereof.  And  the  title  of  the  land  en  located  by  any  owner 
or  holder  of  said  land  warrants,  shall  be  secured  and  per- 
fected to  such  owner  or  hokler,  in  the  eame  manner  as  other 
land  warrants  iasued  by  the  United  States.  Said  land  war- 
rants shall  be  ao  engraved  and  printed  as  to  prevent  decep- 
tion and  counterfeiting;  shall  be  signed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  or  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Lands,  nr 
fi>r  them  by  such  other  persons  as  the  Secretary  may  direct, 
and  coantersigned  by  the  Governor  of  each  State  receiving 
Ul«  same,  or  by  such  other  officers  as  the  said  nineteen 
States  may  respectively  designate  for  that  purpose ;  and 
•aid  land  warranm  shall  be  Ihr  not  leas  than  eighty,  nor 
oyer  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  eocb :  frotUed,  that  no 


State  shall  b«  aalhorized  to  lacat>-  any  warrant*  In  Its  own 
name  or  for  its  own  benefit;  and  that  no  warrant  Issued 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  »ball  be  located  upon  any 
lands  to  which  there  shall  be  a  preemption  right,  or  on 
which  there  shall  be  an  actual  settlement  and  cultivation, 
except  by  the  person  holding  such  preCmpUon  right,  or  by 
such  settler  and  cultivator. 

Sac.  4.  Jind  be  U  further  enacted.  That  each  and  all  of 
Ibe  railroads  in  any  Sute  in  the  Union,  made  either  wholly 
or  in  part  fh)m  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  granted  by  thi/ 
acl,  are  hereby  made  and  declared  ^>oat  nnds.  and  shall 
forever  hereafter,  at  all  times,  transport  the  mails,  military 
stores,  forces  and  property  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
direction  of  the  proper  nfflcers  thereof,  and  Congren  mar 
by  law  fix  the  rate  of  compensaUoQ  to  be  allowed  for  such 
servicea.  And  until  fixed  by  law  for  such  eompensoiion  ss 
the  Postmvter  General  shall  direct. 

Sac .  5.  ^nd  be  Ufurther  enacted.  That  all  mineral  lands 
ore  hereby  reserveiito  the  United  States  fToro  the  operation 
of  this  act,  exc%pt  such  as  ate,  or  hereafter  may  lie,  by  law 
subject  to  private  entiy  by  individuals.    , 

Sac.  6.  ^nd  is  it  Jnrther  enacted.  That  all  the  land 
granted  during  the  present  Congress  by  any  other  act  to 
any  State  named  herein,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  amount 
granted  by  this  act  loauch  Stole.  • 

The  following  is  the  substitute  for  the  abora 
bill: 
A  BILL  to  equalize  the  grants  of  land  to  the  aeverol  Suies, 

for  certain  public  purpoaea:  • 

Be  {t  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  RefretgniO' 
rives  of  the  United  Statei  qf  America  M  C^sngrsss  ossem- 
bled.  That  thnre  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  aeTerally  granted 
to  each  of  tbe  States  of^aine,New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Delaware,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Georgia 
and  Virginia,  public  lands  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  acres  for  each  Senator  and  Representative  to 
which  said  States  are  respectively  entitled. 

Sac.  9.  ^iid  beU  further  enact^^  That  land  warrants 
shall  be  issued  to  each  of  said  SlaRs,  to  the  amount  in  all 
to  which  they  are  respectively  entitled  under  the  preceding 
section;  and  said  States  araseverallyauthorized  to  sell  said 
bind  warrants  and  apply  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  support 
of  schools;  or, -a  portion  thereof  may  be  applied,  underthe 
discretion  of  the  Legislatures  of  said  Sutes  respectively, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  nr  canals. 

Sac.  3.  .dfid  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  said  land  waiv 
rants  shall  be  for  not  less  than  eighty  nr  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acrea  each — and  shall  be  valid  in  the  hands 
of  the  purchasers,  and  holders  thereof,  and  may  be  located 
by  any  such  owner  or  holder,  upon  any  of  the  surveyed 
public  lands,  which  Miall  be,  at  tlie  time  for  sale  and  sub- 
ject to  private  entry.  And  the  title  to  tbe  land  so  located 
under  said  warrants,  shall  be  perfected  to  the  owners  or 
holders  thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  as  under  other  laitd 
warrants  issued  by  the  United  States,  and  tbe  aama  fees  to 
be  paid  therefor,  said  land  worranu  to  be  properly  engraved, 
and  printed,  and  signed,  when  issued  by  or  under  the  diree- 
tioii  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  and  counter- 
signed lu  they  are  sold  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Gov- 
emorof  each  ofsaid  States  respectively:  Provided,  That  no 
State  shall  locate  any  of  said  land  warrants  in  iuownnaroa 
or  for  its  own  benefit,  and  no  land  wonant  shall  be  located 
upon  any  lands  to  which  there  shall  be  a  preSmptibn  right, 
or  upon  wlileli  there  shall  be  an  actual  settlement  and  cul- 
tivation, except  by  the  person  holding  such  preemption  light 
or  bv  such  setticr  and  cuhiviAOr — and  not  more  than  (ma  half 
of  aiiy  one  section  shall  be  located  under  said  land  warrants. 

Sao.  4.  jInd  be  it  further  enac'ed.  That  the  halfsections 
or  parts  of  sections  of  land  remalniric  of  the  sections,  npon 
which  said  land  warrants  shall  have  been.  In  part,  located, 
shall  not  be  sold  for  lees  than  double  Ibe  minimum  price  of 
tbe  public  lands  when  sold,  for  the  next  three  years  after, 
such  land  warrants  bave  been  located,  in  part,  on  said  aec- 
tions. 

Sac.  5  ,and  be  U  further  enacted.  That  tbe  United  States 
mail  and  the  troops  and  properly  of^ilie  United  Butes  shall 
be.  at  all  Umea,  transported  on  all  railroads  mode  either 
wholly  or  in  part  from  the  proceeds  of  tlie  lands  granted  by 
this  act,  nnder  Uie  direction  of  the  proper  oflleers  and  De- 
partments of  Government,  fbr  such  compensation  as  Con- 
gress may  by  law  allow,  and  until  so^^xed  by  law  for  sucll 
compensation  aa  the  Fqatmaster  General  shall  direcu] 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Obr  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  firstinorder 
is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1855. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN  said  that,  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, when  a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska  was  under  consideration,  he 
proposed  an  amendment  relative  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  the  bill  now  pending  in  committee  con- 
tained a  provision  in  the  identical  language  at  that 
time  made  use  of  by  him;  and  the  very  fact  that 
more  than  two  thircfs  of  that  Congress  thooghl  the 
territorial  organization  necessary,  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  support  the  bill  now  before  them.  He 
voted  for  that  bill  because  there  was  nothing  of- 
fensive in  it,  and  because  it  was  not  likely  they 
could  get  anything  better. 

He  shoultl  vote  for  the  Senate  bill,  but  was  in 
favor  of  striking  out  the  Clayton  am^dment,  not 
because  it  was  wrong,  but  because  it  would  lead 
to  no  practical  result,  and  embarrass  its  passage. 
Mr.  Badoek'i  amendment  did  not   dionge  the 
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eharncler  of  the  bill,  which,  an  it  now  stood ,  did 
not  prohibit  the  people  from  legislating;  ns  the  Con- 
sluuiion  pennils  thein  to  do.  It  merely  aaid  the 
people  uf  the  Territories  may  legielale  as  the  Con- 
stitution warrants,  without  the  intervention  of 
Congress,  or  French,  Mexican,  or  Indian  law. 
Therefore  it  was  a  better  bill  than  the  bills  for 
<Jtah  and  New  Mexico,  passed  in  1850,  because 
they  left  the  Mexican  laws  in  force.  It  was  better 
than  the  Clayton  compromise,  because  that  left 
the  Mexican  law  in  force.  The  real  point  was 
this:  Shall  theTerritory  be  left  open  to  everybody, 
or  shall  the  Wilmot  proviso  stand  on  it.' 

In  1850,  he  said,  certain  persons  professed  to 
be  for  intervention  when  they  were  not  for  it. 
The  true  friends  who  sustained  Cass  no  doubt 
were  willing  to  carry  it  out;  but  there  was  opposi- 
tion in  nnoiher  quarter,  who  fought  under  a  sort 
of  mask.  H»  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
northern  Whigs,  in  1846,  commenced  with  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  and  followed  up  the  anti-slavery 
tactics,  with  a  view  of  beating  down  Cass  and 
the  Democrats  everywhere.  If  their  policy  had 
been  carried  out  in  piaclice,  this  Government 
would  not  be  in  existence  at  this  day.  The  north- 
ern Whigs  were  then  committed  to  that  policy, 
but  appealed  to  others— southern  men — to  keep  it 
away.  General  Taylor  having  died,  Mr.  Fillmore 
succeeded  with  a  more  liberal  policy,  and  the  ques- 
tions llien  pending  were  settled.  He  then  spoke 
of  the  change  which  has  since  been  effected  in  the 
Worth,  more  favorable  to  the  South;  and  made  re- 
marks, generally,  lyi  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
against  the  many  mischievous  elforls  made  to 
abolish  it. 

He  said.  In  this  connection,  the  southern  sys- 
tem is  a  prosperous  one,  and  there  was  no  reason 
for  arraying  Government  against  it;  the  condi- 
tion of  the  negro,  morally,  socially,  and  physi- 
cally was  belter  than  that  of  the  negro  race  else- 
where on  the  face  of  the  earth,  either  in  Africa  or 
out  of  it. 

[A  full  report  of  this  apeech  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix] 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  his 
district  adjoined  the  one  which  w^is  the  residence 
of  Mr.  David  Wilmot,  the  father  of  the  Wilmot 
proviso;  and  as  that  gentleman  had  been  engaged 
daring  the  present  week  in  agitating  this  subject 
within  the  limits  of  his  (Mr.  Wright's)  district, 
it  became  him,  therefore,  to  defend  himself. 

On  Tuesday  last  a  large  meeting  (or  it  was  so 
represented  in  the  public  print.s)  was  held  in  the 
ciiy  of  Carbondale,  in  Luzerne  county,  a  portion 
of  his  district.  Mr.  Wilmot  made  a  speech  at 
that  meeting,  and  the  first  intimation  he  (Mr. 
Wright)  had  of  it  was  three  petitions,  which  he 
yesterday  presented  in  the  Hou.>)e,  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  four  leading,  prominent  citizens  of 
Carbondale,  asking  that  the  Nebraska-Kansas' 
bill  might  become  a  law;  so  that  he  thought  the 
impression  made  by  Mr.  Wilmot  in  the  city  of 
Carbondale  did  not,  perhaps,  come  up  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  enemies  of  that  measure. 

Mr.  W.  then  expressed  his  opposition  to  the 
Clayton  amendment  in  the  Senate  Nebraska  bill. 
Slating  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  with  that 
clau.ie  in  it.  He  had,  however,  the  pledge  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Commitlee  on  Territories,  [Mr. 
RiCHARDsoK,]  that  that  clause,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  should  be  stricken  out.  With  that 
clause  out  of  the  bill  he  was  ready  to  sustain  it 
by  his  vote  in  the  House,  and  before  the  country. 
He  was  ready  to  sustain  it  because  it  involved  a 
great,  an  important,  and  a  mighty  question — the 
question  of  State  rights,  and  of  popular  sover- 
eignty, and  upon  this  foundation  he  was  ready 
to  stand  or  fall. 

He  would  say  in  this  place  that  he  would  rather 
be  stricken  down  ns  an  advocate  of  popular  sover- 
eignty, than  be  returned  again  to  the  House  having 
sustained  a  position  in  opposi  i>>n  to  it.  There- 
fore, so  far  as  regarded  his  return  to  this  House, 
it  was  a  matter  about  which  he  cared  nothing. 
He  cast  it  from  him  as  a  matter  of  no  earthly  im- 
portance whatever. 

Mr  W.  then  proceeded  to  prove  that  there  never 
had  been  one  inch  of  territory  acquired  by  the 
Government  but  what  had  met  with  the  severest 
opposition;  and  that  there  never  had  been  a  Ter- 
ritory organized  or  a  State  admitted  that  had  not 
also  met  with  the  bitterest  opposition.  To-mor- 
row, if  Spain  were  to  give  us  a  deed  of  cession  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  Iter  Brit«nnic  Majesty 


were  also  to  give  us  a  deed  of  cession  to  the  Can-  { 
adas,  there  would  be  a  party  in  this  House  which  ' 
would  vote  against  accepting  the  deeds. 

He  next  argued  to  show  that  the  Missouri  com- 
promise had  remained  a  dead  letter  upon  the  stMl- 
ute-books  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  proceeded 
to  vindicate  (he  Democratic  party  from  the  charge 
of  exciting  agitation. 

[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MATTESON  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  YATES.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  give  way,  I  will  move  that  the  commit- 
tee do  now  rise. 

Mr.  MATTESON.    I  am  obliged  to  goon  now. 

Mr.  MATTESON  opposed  the  measure,  and  re- 
ferr<  d  to  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  and  those  of  various  public  meetings  in  that 
State,  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise; and,  as  a  full  and  ample  justification  for  his 
course  on  this  occasion,  he  said  that  both  Whigs 
and  Democrats,  without  distinction  of  party,  par- 
ticipated in  those  meetings.  He  read  various  ex- 
tracts in  relation  to  that  subject,  and  opposed  the 
bill  until  his  hour  expired . 

[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Pending  the  delivery  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Mattesom,  the  following  interruption  took  place: 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
give  way  for  one  moment  to  allow  me  to  make  an 
explanation.' 

Mr.  MATTESON.     With  great  pleasure. 

\Jr.  ORR.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  afforded  me  an  opportunity  to 
make  a  corrective  with  reference  to  a  bill  which 
was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on 
Indian  Affairs.  I  see  by  the  papers,  that  it  has 
been  the  subject  of  very  great  agitation  at  the 
North,  and  1  have  seen  one  or  two  articles,  in 
which  the  bill  wasdiacussed  at  length.  I  will  state 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  have  not  yet  reported  that 
bill  back,  buihaveinstructedme  to  do  so,  striking 
out  altogether  that  provision  which  has  reference 
to  slaves.  The  provision  allowing  to  each  Indian 
who  owns  slaves  a  reservation  in  proportion  to 
the  number  ufhis  slaves,  was  intended  to  apply 
principally,  if  not  exclusively,  to  ihe  Creeks, 
Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Semi- 
noles.  The  committee  have  determined  to  strike 
out  those  tribes,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  proposed  to 
organize  any  territorial  governments  over  the 
limits  occupied  by  the  tribes  I  have  just  enumer- 
ated, if  there  are  any  slaves  in  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska owned  by  Indians,  I  am  not  aware  of  it. 
There  are  slaves  owned  by  Indian  tribes  in  other 
territory, to  the  number  of^  ten  or  twelve  thousand. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman yield  for  a  motion  to  rise  ?  The  hour  is 
late. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  yield  the  floor  for  that 
pdrpose  with  great  reluctance.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  move  that  the  commit- 
tee do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally 
under  consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill 
"  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1855,"  end  had  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereon. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  .  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedkesdat,  .^pril  5,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henry  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PRIVATE  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to   the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Claude  Jones, 


It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary ^of  War  to 
settleihe  accountof  William  Claude  Jones  against 
the  United  States,  for  his  military  services  in  the 
United  Slates  Army,  and  to  allow  him  the  differ- 
ence between  the  pay  of  a  private,  which  he  did 
receive,  and  the  compensation  of  a  commissary 
of  subsistence,  to  which  he  is  entitled,  from  the 
28th  of  September,  1837,  to  the  2d  of  April,  1838. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1837,  Jones  waa 
mustered  into  the  Service  of  the  United  States  a* 
a  private,  at  Jefferson  barracks,  in  Missouri;  upon 
the  same  day  he  was  appointed  "  Commissary 
in  Morgan's  spy  battalion  of  mounted  riflemen," 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  G.  Morgan,  under 
authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

An  order  from  Colonel  Z.  Taylor,  written  at 
Fort  Gardner,  dated  January  28,  1838,  directing 
him  to  proceed  to  Tampa  13ay,  names  the  peti- 
tioner "  Lieutenant  Jones." 

The  records  of  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  show  that  Jones  was  mustered  u 
a  private  on  the  28lh  of  September,  1837,  and  that 
he  waa  paid  as  such  until  April  2,  1838,  and  that 
no  person  has  been  paid  as  commissary  or  quar- 
termaster to  the  "  Morgan  Spies." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withooc 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  ihiril 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  The  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  "confirming  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes," 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  without  amend- 
ment and  recommend  its  passage.  It  is  a  small 
matter,  which  afl°ects  but  a  few  citizens,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  passed  immediately. 

Mr.  GEYER.  I  trust  the  Senate  will  agree  to 
put  that  bill  upon  its  passage  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Commiileeof  the  Whole. 
It  provides  that  in  case  the'  location  and  bound- 
aries of  a  tract  of  land,  the  claim  to  which  wai 
confirmed  by  the  act  of  July  4,  183G,  "  con- 
firming claims  to  land  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  cannot  be  ascertained, 
the  surveyor  general  for  Illinois  and  Missouri 
shall  grant  to  the  claimant  a  certificate  to  that 
effect,  and  the  claimant  shall  be  permitted  to  locate 
an  equal  quantity,  on  any  unappropriated  public 
land  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Slate  of  Mis- 
souri, subject  to  entry  at  private  sale. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

PETITIONS,    ETC. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  the 
posimnslers  of  Vincennes,  Indiana,  Shawnee- 
town,  Illinois,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Keokuk  and 
Dubuke,  Iowa,  and  Louisville,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  compensation;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  PostOfliceand  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  a  report  of  citizens  of  Newpoint,  Indiana, 
praying  an  appropriation  of  land  to  the  States  of 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  for  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  via  Ro- 
chester, Lacon,  New  Boston,  and  Wapello,  to 
Council  Bluff  City,  on  the  Missouri  river;  whick 
was  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  owners  of  vessels  employed 
in  the  coasting  trade  and  whale  fisheries,  residing 
at  Sag  Harbor,  New  York,  praying  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  building 
ut  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  ComnnoB 
Council  of  Evansville,  Indiana,  praying  that  the 
proposed  western  armory  may  be  lornied  at  Ihst 
plat^e;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
Barnes  &  Mitchell, S.  P.  Hoover,  and  others,  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  praying  that  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  in  that  city,  may  be  paved  with  the  Rusa 
pavement;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Cohimbia. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  corporate  authorities  of  the  town  of  Wetumpka, 
Alabama,  praying  Congress  to  prevent  the  erec- 
tion of  bridges  over  the  navigable  waters  of  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 
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BEPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CHASE,  from  the  CommitUe  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  William  Emmons,  senior,  praying  an 
extension  of  a  patent  §;ranted  to  his  son  Uri  Em- 
mons, for  a  planing  machine,  submitted  a  Teport, 
Bocompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Uri  Emmons;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael 
I^ourse,  praying  compensation  for  the  several  pe- 
riods during;  which  he  performed  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Register  of  the  Treasury,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The 
repoK  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PJTZPATRICK,  it  was 

Oritrci,  Thiit  William  Bsictsjr  have  leave  to  wiibdtaw 
his  peliiion  aud  papers. 

NOTICE  OPA  BILL. 
Mr.  BRIGHT  fp.-vt  notice  of  bis  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  compensatini^  to  such 
persons  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  keep  and  receive  the  public 
money,  under  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  6th 
Auil^st,  1(M6,  for  the  additional  services  required 
under  that  act,"  approved  March  2, 1859. 

BILLS   INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  GEYER:  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  aid  in 
the  eonslruction  of  certain  railroads  in  the  Stale 
of  Missouri,  by  the  grant  of  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  asked,  and 
by  unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  recovery  of  the  assets  of  a 
bankmpt  where  the  same  haveJjeen  concealed  or 
not  specified  in  the  schedule  by  him;  which  was 
read  a  £r8t  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened ,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned.  ' 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wedhcsoat,  JptU  5, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Bemnett,]  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands, 
*'  erantiffg  lands  equally  to  the  several  States  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  and  for  the 
Bupport  of  schools," 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  jn  relation  to  the  homestead  bill, 
anfl  praying  a  grant  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  railraads. 

Otinti,  Tbai  nU  memorial  Its  npon  the  table,  sod  be 
pcinied. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  hav<  several 
communications  here  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, submitting  additional  estimates,  which,  in 
the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Vi.vfa  and  Means,  I  wish  to  present  and  have 
referred  to  that  committee,  and  printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  communications 
were  received,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  make  some  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  as  I  shall  neces- 
sarily be  absent  from  the  city  for  some  days,  and 
my  committee  will  probably  be  called  dunng  that 
time. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
presentation  of  those  reports;  but  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  bill  which  was  introduced  by  me  yester- 
day has  only  just  come  into  the  House  in  printed 
fora;  and,  la  ordar  that  gentlemen  may  have  aa 


opportunity  to  examine  it,  I  ask  that  the  further 
consideration  of  that  bill  may  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next,  remaining  in  die  position  in  which 
it  now  stands.  I  would  like  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  postpone  it  to  that  time. 

Mr.  COBB.  Say  Wednesday;  for  Tuesday 
there  is  a  special  order. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  suggest  that  it  be 
postponed  for  three  weeks.       ' 

Mr.  BENNETT.  It  is  not  my  desire  that 
action  should  be  deferred  so  long. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  have 
every  disposition  to  accommodate  the  gentleman 
from  New  York ;  but  I  do  not  see,  if  we  are  to  have 
speeches  upon  this  question  of  the  public  lands, 
why  we  cannot  have  them  just  as  well  now  aa  at 
some  future  day.  I  will  agree  not  to  vote  to  lay 
the  bill  upon  the  table,  or  to  prevent  full  and  free 
discussion,  until  the  matter  is  disposed  of;  but  I 
am  opposed  to  the  proposed  postponement,  for  I 
do  not  know  what  may  come  up. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
the  right  to  make  the  motion  to  postpone,  but  it 
is  within  the  discretion  of  a  majority  of  the  House 
whether  they  will  grant  it  or  not. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Has  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  the  right  to  postpone,  and  to 
keep  this  bill  before  the  House  as  a  report  from 
a  committee  to  occupy  the  subsequent  morning 
hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  has  a  right  to  move  to 
postponathe  consideration  of  the  bill,  if  a  major- 
ity of  the  House  see  fit  to  grant  it;  and  it  will 
come  ap  in  the  morning  hour. 

Mr. JONES.  Suppose annthereommitteeshould 
be  called  upon  to  report  in  the  mean  time,  and  be 
undisposed  of  before  the  time  arrives  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  report  would  take  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  Do  I  un- 
derstand the  Speaker  to  decide,  if  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  is  postponed  now,  that  it  will  be 
made  the  special  order  on  the  day  to  which  it  is 
postponed?  i 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  says,  and  so  does 
the  rule,  that  when  a  question  is  under  debate,  that 
no  motion  shall  be  received  but  a  motion  to 
adjourn,  to  lay  upon  the  table,  to  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  postpons  to  a  day.eertain,  to 
commit  or  amend,  ae.  The  motion  is  now  sub- 
mitted, that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  next.  The  decision  oi  the 
Chair  is,  that  its  consideration  will  take  place  in 
the  morning  hour  as  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  move  to  amend  the 
motion  by  saying  this  day  two  weeks. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  refer 
this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  motion  pending 
to  recommit  t|ke  bill.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Beknett]  demand  the  previous 
question  ?  

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  ask  the  nnanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  bill'until  the  time  indicated  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  not  submitted  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  but  he  asks  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  for  that  purpose.  If 
it  is  not  given,  he  proposes  to  go  on  with  his 
speech. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Hendricks]  states  that  he  is  about  to 
leave  the  city,  and  asks  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  soms  reports  firom  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. '  • 

^r.  BISSELL.  If  I  am  understood  as  the 
gentleman  objecting  to  the  postponement  asked 
for  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Ben- 
nett,] I  withdraw  it, 

TheSPEAKER.  Aa  understood  by  the  Chair, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  DeaM]  made 
the  objection.  . 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  ask  my  colleague  if  he 
will  not  withdraw  his  objection,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Houee  will  grant  unanimous  consent  to 
the  postponesBsot? 


Mr.  DEAN.    I  will  withdraw  the  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  no  further  objection  be 
made,  the  order  will  be  entered  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tues- 
day next. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  If  it  is  in  order, 
I  would  like  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bi|j 
under  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent.  If  not  objected  to,  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isi&na  will  be  received. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  ask  leave  of  the  House  to 
have  the  bill  anil  proposed  amendments  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  there 
is  no  objection  to  that  course;  and  the  proposed 
amendment  will  be  printed,  together  with  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  if  not  objected  to; 

It  was  so  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hendricks]  desires,  if  no  objection  be  made, 
to  make  the  reports  to  which  he  referred. 

Mr.  COBB.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to  hear  what 
the  amendment  to  the  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  is.  Let  it  be  read.  How 
can  gentlemen  know  whether  to  object  to  it  or 
not  until  It  is  read  ? 

Several  Members.    It  is  too  late. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  been  asking  all  the  time  for 
information  in  the  matter,  and  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  it.  I  will,  therefore,  object,  if  the 
amendment  is  not  read  now. 

TheSPEAKER  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  is  too  late  in  making  an 
objection  at  this  time. 

Mr.  GREY.  Oh,  yes;  it  is  entirely  too  late 
now  to  oliject.  Besides,  the  House  understood  the 
matter  sufficiently  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  following 
resolution  and  bill;  which  thereupon  received  the 
signature  of  the  Speaker: 

Resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  the  expenses  of  codifying  and 
revising  the  revenue  laws;  and 

'An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  and  occu- 
pants of  the  town  of  Council  Bluffs,  in  Iowa. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi* 
ana  [Mr.  Hendricks]  will  now,  if  there  is  no 
objection,  make  his  reports. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gen. 
tieman  from  Indiana  whether  he  expects  to  put 
any  of  the  bills  which  he  is  about  to  report  on 
their  passage.  If  he  only  desires  to  report  them 
for  the  purpose  of  referring  them,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection tn  his  doing  so. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  There  is  one  bill  which, 
on  the  reading  of  the  report,  I  should  like  to  have 
put  upon  its  passage,  if  the  House  will  permit  me. 
But  if  there  be  any  objection  to  ray  doing  so,  of 
course  I  will  not  insist. 

I  now  present  an  adverse  report  to  the  Senats 
bill  No.  133,  being  a  bin  for  the  relief  of  Albert 
Hart,  increasing  his  pension. 

The  bill  was  read  by  iu  title,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  bills;  which  were 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  McKnight,ef  tfas 
State  of  Kentucky;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Wallace,  of  tbe 
State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, .reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M . 
Bentley,  of  (be  State  of  Indiana;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  As  the  bill,  which  has 
just  been  read  by  its  title,  is  under  my  special 
charge,  and  as  I  cannot  be  in  this  House  when  it 
comes  up  for  consideration,  I  would  be  gratified 
if  the  House  should  pass  it  en  the  mere  reading 
of  the  report.  1  will  not  press  it  upon  the  House, 
if  any  gentleman  should  insist  wpongping  on  with 
the  regulsr  order  of  business.  But  the  report  is 
short,  and  the  matter  very  plain,  so  that  I  hops 
the  House  will  hear  it,  and  pass  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  proceed  to 
read  the  report. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  is  unnecessary,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  read  the  report  now.  I  hope  it  wfll 
be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  thattha  bill  in  qnea- 
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tion  nrill  take  its  place  among  the  other  bills  to  be 
acted  on  b_y  the  House. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  not  make  objection  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  report.  He  would  understand  it  in  one 
minute.  I  would  not  presa  the  matter,  but  that 
I  cannot  be  here  when  the  bill  would  come  up  in 
its  regular  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  understand  that;  but  I  do 
not  consider  that  that  is  any  good  reason  for  the 
House  to  go  now  into  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  will  allow  the  report  to  he  read,  I  know 
that  he,  or  any  other  member,  will  make  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
he  was  not  going  to  put  any  bill  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  the  report  be  referred 
to  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  and  printed. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  w^s 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  same  committee, 
also  made  adverse  reports  in  the  following  cases; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed: 

On  the  petition  of  E.  P.  Hastings,  for  compen- 
sation as  pension  agent  at  Detroit  from  1836  to 
1846; 

Petition  of  James  M.  French,  of  the  city  and 
Slate  of  New  York,  for  an  invalid  pension  on  ac- 
count of  disabilities  received  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain; 

Petition  of  Levi  Colmus,  praying  that  a  pension 
may  be  allowed  him  from  1814  to  1844,  when  he 
was  placed  on  the  pension  roll; 

Petition  of  Hiram  Cook  and  others,  heirs  of 
Archibald  Cook,  asking  (or  a  pension; 

Petition  of  John  Owens,  praying  for  a  pension; 

Petition  of  Oliver  Main,  of  New  York,  asking 
for  a  pension  for  military  services  in  the  war  of 
1812; 

Petition  of  Constance  A.  Palmer,  for  a  pen- 
sion; 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.   Wesley,  a  disabled 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  asking  for  a  pension 
from  February  3,  1814,  to  the  16th  November, 
■  1843,  when  his  pension  commenced; 

Petition  of  Daniel  Ladd,  an  invalid  of  the  war 
of  1812,  praying  for  a  pension; 

Petition  of  Elijah  Frye,  of  Maine,  asking  a 
pension  for  injuries  received  in  the  war  of  1812; 

Petition  of  Morris  G.  Holmes,  for  the  same 
relief;  and 

Petition  of  Robert  H.  Stevens,  for  a  pension 
for  services  in  the  United  Slates  Army  in  1840. 
E.XPENSES  OF  ROGUE  RIVER  INDIAN  WAR. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry only. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information,  as 
follows: 

RrioheJ,  Tlwt  the  Secrclnry  of  War  be  requested  to 
trannmit  lo  Ihis  Hou^e  such  esliniales  for  muBttr  nillw  and 
vouchers  apporlaiiiinp  lo  the  expenses  incurred  in  Ihe  late 
war  Willi  the  Rogue  River  Indians,  as  may  be  in  his  pos- 
session, with  such  recominendttlion  as  he  may  deem  right 
and  proper. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,of  Illinois.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  object  to  the  gentleman's  resolution,  but  1 
desire  to  say  to  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  that  it 
will  do  no  good  to  pass  the  resolution.  Calls 
were  made  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  inform- 
ation two  months  ago, and, as  yet,  no  information 
has  been  given.  He  has  paid  no  attention  to  the 
calls. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  1  know  the  Secretary  of  War  well  enough  to 
know  that  he  will  act  promptly,  if  the  resolution 
is  passed;  and  1  hope  it  will  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  1  do  not  object  to  its 
introduction. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was  in- 
Ifoduced  and  passed. 

REV.  JAME8  COOK  RICHARDSON. 

Mr.  SEWARD  asked  and  obtained  unanimous 
consent  to  introduce  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Retolted,  That  the  President  of  Hie  United  States  fur- 
nish lo  this  House  copies  of  all  Ihc  corresporrtlence  which 
has  passed  between  Ihe  United  Stales  Ctiarg^  d'Affaires  at 
Vienna,  AuHtrio.  and  ihc  Stale  l)''parimenl,"iii  regard  toilie 
coKe  of  lt)e  Rev.  iinncs  Cook  Rirliardson ;  al.''0,  all  the  cor- 
respoDdence  which  has  passed  between  the  satne  in  regard 


to  the  rejection  of  the  exequator  upon  the  commission  of 
tile  United  Hlaios  Consul  appoinied  for  Trieste. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  call  for  the  regular  older 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  Ihe  call  of  committees  for  reports,  commencing 
with  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

REPORTS    FROM    THE    COMMITTEE    ON  THE 
POST  OFFICE  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  of  the  fol- 
lowing title;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  providefor  the  appointment  of  a  Fourth 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Also,  reported  back  without  amendment.  Senate 
bill  (No.  247)  "  for  the  relief  of  Zadoc  C.  Ingra- 
hain,"  with  a  recommendalion  that  it  do  pass; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  committee  have  also  directed 
me  to  report  the  following  joint  resolution,  lo 
which  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  1  pro- 
pose to  move  to  put  it  upon  its  passage. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

Joint  resiolution  explanatory  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  resolution  lo  establish  certain  post 
routes,  approved  July  12,  1852. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  in  extenso. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  the  House  will  listen  to  me  for 
one  minute,  I  think  1  can  satisfy  them  of  the 
necessity  there  is  for  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion. It  is  a  matter  of  very  small  importance,  so 
far  as  the  amount  is  concerned,  involving  perhaps 
not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars.  The  last 
Congress  passed  a  resolution  providing  for  paying 
I  for  the  services  rendered  upon  the  mail  route  re- 
cited in  the  resolution;  but  by  the  reading  of  the 
resolution  the  Postmaster  General  construed  it  as 
authorizing  the  payment  of  the  service  only  up  to 
the  lime  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  But 
the  service  was  rendered  during  the  time  of  the 
advertising,  which  took  place  in  consequence  of 
its  becoming  a  post  route,  up  to  the  lime  of  the 
regular  letting  under  the  law;  and  the  object  of 
this  bill  is  lo  provide  for  the  payment  for  that  ser- 
vice. This  resolution  provides  for  the  payment 
from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution  to 
which  I  have  alluded  up  to  the  lime  of  the  regular 
letting  of  route.  With  this  explanation  1  leave  the 
resolution  to  the  House,  trusting  that  it  will  be 
passed. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  third  a  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  ' 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  suppose,  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  custom,  I  must  make  the  motion  that  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  passed  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  que.'slion  was  taken;  and  th*  latter  motion 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREY,  from  the  Commiitee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  referred  to  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrowj 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  J.  C.  Buckles,  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  McAttee  iSc  Easlham. 

Mr.McDOUGALL,  from  theCommitteeon  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  follow- 
ing bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime 
by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed:    • 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.-Graham*hd 
Walker  H.  Finnall. 
TRANSPORTATION   OF  CALIFORNIA  MAIL. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  also  reported  the  following 
bill:  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  \ 
its  title:  ' 

A  bill  lo  empower  the  Postmaster  General  to 
contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  Slates 
mail  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco  accord- 


ing lo  time. 
Mr.  CHURCHWELL. 


1  desire  lo  ask,  if  it 
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b«  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  to  nut  that  bill  upon 
its  passage.  1  ask  that  it  may  be  read  through, 
after  which  I  propose  lo  make  some  explanation 
of  its  provieions. 
The  original  bill  was  then  read,  as  follows: 
Be  it  enactrd  hy  the  Sennte  atut  lioute  of  Rt^esmtatiret 
of  the  United  Sluti'J  of  Jlmerica  in  Con^rc>s  asiembUd, 
That  Irnin  anil  alter  the  piiHff!i?e  nf  thtti  act,  it  ttbalt  be  ilie 
duly  of  ili<;  I'osttnnxler  General  to  necntitti*?  and  coDcInde 
a  contract  ni  n^n-einnni  for  lUv  iriin»poriHtion  of  Ui«!  kiier 
and  pn)icr  iniiil  of  the  Umlvd  Sihh^k  from  New  Ortcanx,  in 
Louisiana,  to  Han  Frctncisco,  in  California,  and  from  Saa 
Franci^ico  to  New  Orleanii,  twice  a  nionih,  each  way, 
Willi  iuch  pi'rmoii  or  periM>ns  who  ifhall  fir.-it  accept  thi*  prc>- 
posalt*  herein  provided,  and  ^ve  Bali^fncmry  bccuniy  f<>r 
Ihe  performance  of  ihe  ttervict;,  nnd  »huU  allow  and  p;ty  the 
trant^poriation  of  paid  niail  in  nioitihly  paynicntii.  at  Ihe 
rale  according  to  time,  an  per  schedule  heretii  attached  and 
made  a  piirt  of  this  act. 

In  25  daya ^lOO.tKM) 

In  '2\  days I(i0,000 

In  2.*  days 2(iO,tKH) 

In  22  dnya 30a,O00 

tn  ai  days 3r»0,<N)0 

In  20  days '. 450,000 

In   19  days 50U,O0O 

In  18  days , 6O0,0uO 

In  17  daya 7an.OilO 

In  16  days 85U,<HiO 

In  15  day l,i*00,(XiO 

In  14  daya I,as0,0fl0 

In  13  days l^'WO^iKW 

In  12  days l.TOO.OUO 

In  U  days l,tW.0O0 

In  10  days 2,500,fK>0 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  the  P<r»tinaster 
General  tihall  require  frotu  the  parlies  so  contracting  proper 
evidence  of  his  or  their  right  and  authority  to  iranh|M>n  the 
malls  of  the  United  States  ihrough  and  acrosti  any  loreign 
country,  8tatQ,  or  Territory ;  atid  alswi,  a  stipulation  or 
asrccnienl  to  prepare  for,  and  actually  c<iintneiice  the  sei^ 
vice  under  Ihc  contract  her«-by  directed,  on  or  belorc  Uw 
expirailoii  ol  kIx  monthtu  alter  this  act  shall  become  a  l.niv. 
Sec.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted^  TU  At  ihv  Tostm  ■  r 
General  is  not  authnrizod  or  empowered  t»  make  a, 
vance  of  the  funds  or  credit  of  the  GovernineiU  in  ruiih- 1 
ance  or  aid  of  ihe  undertaking,  or  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  panics  so  contracting. 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enaeicd,  That  the  parties  ao 
contracling  phall  in  no  event  receive  from  GoTcmmuiit  in- 
creased compensation. 

Sec.  5.  <^'lnd  be  it^furikcr  enacted,  That  the  contraci 
hereby  directed  shall  be  for  (he  term  of  ten  years. 

The  substitute  proposed  by  the  committee  for 
the  above  bill,  was  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  ena<7«rf,  4'c.,Tlinl  from  and  after  the  passaj^e  of  this 
act,  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Pnsimasicr  General  to  nccept 
n  contract  or  ajreement  lor  the  iransporwtinn  of  the  letter 
and  paper  mail  of  tl»e  United  SiatHs  trum  New  Orleans,  in 
Louisiana,  to  t^an  Francisco,  in  California,  and  from  San 
Franci^ico  to  New  Orleans,  twice  a  monlti  each  way,  with 
eiidi  person  or  persons  who  will  ajrree  to  |)crforni  the  ser- 
vice, beiwet-n  the  points  designated,  in  the  shortfsi  !inir. 
and  shall  first  accepuhe  proposal  herein  provided,  i- 
sati^liiciory  secnrily  for  tlie  pirfornianc»  of  ihv 
The  Poftinaster  General  Is  hereby  authorized  and  d 
to  allow  and  pay  for  the  tratisportaiion  of  said  iimil,  id 
monihly   poynrents— the   rate  according  to    lime — as  pw 
schedule  hereto  attached  and  made  part  of  ihi^  ii^-t. 

8EC.2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  i  -r 

General  shall  require  from  the  partie;*  so  com:  r 

evidence  of  his  or  their  right  and  authority  to  nc 

mails  of  th*!  United  States  through  and  across  any  uirmgn 
country,  Htate,  or  Territory;  and  also  a  stipulaiion  or 
agreement  to  prepare  for  and  actually  commence  ilie  ser- 
vice under  the  contract  hereby  directed,  on  or  before  ih« 
expiration  of  six  munllis  after  this  act  shall  become  a  law. 

InSridays 9lO,iK)0 

In  24  days ,.         lO.ooo 

In  S3  days 90,000 

In  32  days 30,000 

In  21  days 40.000 

In  20  days .'jO.OtM) 

In  19  days 100,000 

In  18  days 2.V),000 

In  17  days 4S0,0W 

In  ledays eoO,000 

In  15  days 1,000,000 

In  14  days 1,250,000 

In  13  days 1,300,000 

In  12  days l,4(Hi.O0O 

In  II  days 1,500,000 

In  10  days 1,600,000 

Provided,  That  the  Postmaster  Genera?  shall  so  arrange 
the  departure  of  Ihe  mails  herein  provided  for,  in  eonneetioa 
with  the  line  already  esiablished,  i^o  as  to  secure  a  weekly 
mail  communtcation  between  the  points  designated. 

Sec.  3.  ^ud  be  it  further  enacted,  T\mt  the  Po^imasier 
General  is  not  authorized  or  empowered  to  make  any  ad- 
vance of  the  fund-*  or  credit  of  the  Government  in  furttier- 
ance  or  aid  of  Ihe  undertaking,  or  for  Ihe  use  and  benefit  of 
the  parties  so  contracting. 

8KC.4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  parties  ao 
contracting  shall  in  no  event  receive  from  Govemmenl  in- 
creased compensniion- 

Seo.S.  ^nd  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  contract 
hereby  directed  shall  be  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 

Sec.  6.  jJnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  at  any  limfl 
during  the  exiritence  of  this  contract,  any  other  individuals 
or  company  shall  establish  a  more  «-peedy  conveyance  of 
the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  and 
shall  give  proof  to  the  Postmaster  General  that  said  e«>iivey- 
nnce  has  been  in  succe.^sful  operation  for  three  conseciiuve 
months,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbs 
PosUiiatfter  Genvral  to  transfer  Uiis  contract  to  said  iudivid- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBBw 


855 


«sl  or  coiupany,  whereapon  ihe  former  company  or  indi- 
vidual shall  001  be  deemed  \n  Have  any  dtim  for  damage, 
or  ottierwiae,  against  Uie  Guvemmeul. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  deaire  in  a  few 
brief  remarks  to  explain  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  is  now  before  the  House.  The  public  in- 
terests seeui  to  require  that  we  should  have  addi- 
tional mail  facilities  between  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  Stales.  We  have  now  already  a  mail  be- 
tween those  States  by  way  of  Panama.  Under 
the  present  contract,  the  average  length  of  the 
trips  is  twenty-five  daya,  at  an  expense  of  near 
|8()0,000  per  year.  I  have  thought  that  the  ei- 
pense  is  too  neat  and  the  time  too  long.  And  I 
might  aa  well  answer  here  as  at  any  other  point, 
the  objection  that  is  sometimes  urged  when  we 
speak  of  the  value  qf  short  trips.  I  am  told  that 
two  or  three  days  in  a  trip  make  but  little  difler- 
ence.  When  this  bill  was  first  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads,  it  was 
referred  by  them  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
I  have  his  letter — and  it  is  but  respectful  to  him 
thatsi  should  allude  to  it — in  which  he  says  that 
a  few  days  in  each  trip  are  of  little  consequence. 
The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Post  Orrica  SarAaTHSMT,  iforcA  90, 18.14. 

Sir:  Tour  note  or  tlie  9lli  instant,  inclosing  and  asliing 
my  views  upon  the  i>iii  iierewitti  returned,  came  duly  to 
kand. 

In  answer,  I  have  to  inform  yon  tliat  I  liave  carsfUtly 
considered  liie  plan  of  mail  service  proposed  in  itiis  bill, 
and,  in  every  point  of  view  In  which  it  has  pre-^ented  Itseii 
to  me,  its  ndupUon  appears  to  me  lo  be  inexpedienL 

The  diiRrence  of  a  tew  dan  in  the  petfnrmanee  of  a  trip 
is  of  consequence  eumparallvaly  only  to  a  limited  portion 
of  the  whole  people;  and  even  loolting  exclusively  to  the 
transportation  of  the  mailp,  a«  Vn'.reased  expeditifui  of  a 
few  days  on  a  given  trip  can  be  of  esaential  importance,  at 
tile  utmost,  to  not  more  proliaUy  llian  one  quarter  of  tliue 
eiigaged  in  correspondence. 

It  is  proper  fiirtliKr  to  observe,  tiiat  the  present  cost  of  the 
service  (torn  New  York  and  New  Orleaiii  to  California  and 
Oregon  (about  97S8,000  a  year)  is  considered  to  be  much 
be>ond  what  the  income  from  tlie  lines  will  justify,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  circumstance  that  in  many  parts  of  the 
United  Slates  whole  neighborhoods.and  districts,  for  miles 
in  extfnl,  are  almost  wliolly  without  mail  accommodations, 
wiiile  other  neighborhoods  and  districts,  in  every  State  of 
the  Union,  are  but  illy  provided  with  mail  facilities,  owing 
to  the  want  of  the  necessary  means  to  pay  for  the  service. 
Tet  this  bill  pnivides  that,  in  the  event  of  the  trips  being 
performed  within  a  given  time,  the  annual  pay  tor  semi- 
mofitlily  service,  simply  belwaeo  New  Orleans  aod  San 
Francisco,  shall  be  49f,eoO,OM.    • 

]  will  add,  that  we  have  a  standing  offer  to  take  tin  mails 
semi-monthly  each  way,  both  fi-om  New  York  and  New 
Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  via  Nicaragua,  at  not  exceeding 
9300,000  a  year.  Therefore  we  may  have  a  weekly  mail 
on  both  tlieae  lines,  say  on  Uie  8ih,  15lb,3-U,  and  a9tb  of 
each  nioutli,  for  ^00,000  at  most ;  whereas,  under  the  plan 

Sropoeed  by  this  bill,  a  semi-monthly  mail  only  between 
lew  Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  if  ran  in  ten  days,  leav- 
ing each  port,  say,  on  the  1^  and  15th,  and  arriving  at  each 
on  the  luih  and  iMth  of  the  iDonlk,  will  coat,  as  above  re- 
marked, $3,500,000,  or  $5,000,000  for  weekly  service. 

Witliout  stating  more  at  length  the  objections  lo  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  this  bill  is  lialde,  I  certainly  can  never  favor 
any  plan  by  which,  under  any  circomalancea  likely  to  hap- 
pen, such  enormous  anms  may  be  drawn  from  Uie  public 
Treasury  for  mail  atvamsbip  transportation. 
I  am,  very  respeetfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CAIUPBELL. 
Hon.  E.  B.  Ovb;  Chatrman  of  OtmrnUttt  on  Uu  Poit 
Office  and  Post  Baadt,  Hou»e  of  KeprttenttUivct, 

And  here  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  value  of  time.  Suppose  that  in  ad- 
dition to  the  present  route,  you  pass  this  bill  and 
establish  another  line  of  steamers  between  the 
point*  mentioned,  that  will  make  the  trip  in  ten 
days  less  time  than  it  is  now  made,  under  the 
present  contract  and  by  the  present  route;  and 
suppose  that  I  save  you  |2,000,000  a^  year  by  this 
arrangement.  How,  1  am  asked,  is  this  to  be 
done  i  What  is  the  amount  of  money  that  we  re- 
ceive annually  from  California?  During  the  past 
year  we  received  (86,000,000,  and  may  we  not  pre- 
sume that  during  the  next  year  we  shall  receive 
4100,000,000?  But  to  make  myself  clearly  un- 
derstood, I  will  put  the  amount  annually  received 
at  $50,000,000.  Under  the  present  arrangement, 
that  150,000,000  is  detained  ten  days  longer  than 
is  necessary  on  the  present  mail  route.  Suppose 
you  can  shorten  the  trip  ten  days,  what  will  be 
the  gain?  The  gain  will  be  to  the  business  com- 
munity— I  may  say  to  Ihe  tax-paying  commu- 
nity, for  it  falls  upon  them  at  last — what  the  in- 
terest is  upon  the  whole  amount  of  the  moneys 
conveyed  upon  that  line.  What  is  the  interest  on 
the  150,000,000  per  annum,  the  amount  assumed 
to  be  received  annually  from  the  Pacific,  at  six 
percent,  per  annum?  It  is  (3.000,000.  Upon  that 
oasis  the  interest  per  day  wouM  be  within  a  frac- 
tion of  }8,S20;  and  for  ten  days,  the  shortest  time 
proposed  by  the  schedule,  of  |82,230.    And  yet  I 


am  told  that  time  ta  not  valuable !  Sir,  it  ia  every- 
thing. 

Let  us  follow  this  matter  a  little  further.  Sup- 
pose I  save  each  trip  ten  days,  and  that  I  have 
two  vessels  making  two  trips  a  mopth,  and  each 
one  saving  ten  days — that  is  twenty  days  a  month, 
or  two  hundred  and  forty  days  a  year,  ia  it  not 
then  clearly  demonstrated  what  it  will  save  to  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates?  I  do  not  say  to  the 
uovernment  but  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  the  same  thing,  over  (2,000,000  a  year, 
equal  to  the  deficit  in  the  entire  mail  revenue  of  the 
country.  But  I  am  told  that  we  should  not  ex- 
tend the  facilities  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
because  the  revenue  now  received  is  not  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  that  Department.  That 
is  the  main  principle  I  now  propHMe  to  argue  and 
amend.  The  revenue  is  not  sufficient,  and  why? 
Because  it  baa  fallen  behind  the  times— behind  the 
progress  of  the  age — in  the  mode  of  transportation. 
The  express  lines  of  the  country  takeaway  all  the 
regular  and  important  business  from  the  regular 
-lines.  Each  trtp to  California,  by  the  wayof  Pan- 
ama, averages  tnirty  thousand  letters.  How  much 
mail  matter  g^es  by  the  express  lines  and  merchant 
marine?  Is  it  not  fair  to  presume,  that  an  amount 
equal  to  one  third  of  that  amount  goes  by  private 
express,  at  an  exorbitant  price  in  the  way  of  post- 
age. 

I  propose  to  remedy  that  evil.  We  need  not  be 
told — the  country  need  not  be  told — that  the  cheap 
postage  system  affects  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department.  It  is  not  so  in  point  of  &ct. 
Place  that  Department  uponaproperfooting,  upon 
an  equality  with  individual  enterprise;  reduce  your 
postages  still  lower,  and  the  amount  of  revenue 
would  be  increased,  and  amply  sufficient  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  that  Department.  But  you  have 
allowed  it  to  fall  behind  the  times.  It  is  in  a  sink- 
ing, dilapidated  condition — becoming  a  mere  fun- 
gus upon  the  Federal  Treasury.  You  will  have  to 
abanJon  the  system  entirely,  or  pay  its  whole  ex- 
penses out  of  the  public  Treasury.  I  propose  to 
remedy  this  evil.  1  propose  to  give  that  Depart- 
ment the  advantage  of  all  the  improvements  and 
advantages  held  out  by  individual  enterprise,  and 
to  place  it  in  a  condition  \^here  it  can  compete  with 
any  individual  enterprise  that  may  be  projected  in 
the  way  of  express  lines  between  the  United  Stales 
and  California;  not  to  create  a  monopoly,  but  to 
enable  it  to  compete  successfully. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  ?  Do  I  propose  any  expenditure  of  money? 
Not  at  all.  1  have  the  proposition  here  which 
haa  been  made,  establishing  the  line  from  New 
Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  l  propose,  if  any  indi- 
vidual or  company  can  be  found  who  will  under- 
take to  do  it  acconling  to  the  schedule,  that  they 
shall  have  the  contract;  but  in  the  event  of  a  failure, 
they  shall  get  no  pay,  under  any  circumstances. 
If  they  are  successful,  they  get  the  contract  to 
carry  the  mail  until  some  one  else  starts  a  lineand 
conveys  it  in  shorter  time  for  three  consecutive 
months,  and  gives  proof  of  the  same  lo  the  Post- 
master General,  then  the  contract  goes  10  the  party 
so  carrying  it,  and  so  on.  So  the  thing  is  open  to 
compeiition,  and  will  establish  a  system  which 
will  oreak  up  the  monopolies  that  have  heretofore 
existed  in  this  Department  of  the  Government.  . 
What  are  the  facta  in  regard  to  the  present  sys- 
tem ?  According  to  the  present  rates,  for  twenty- 
five  days  we  pay  about  $850,000.  What  is 
proposed  by  this  bill?  We  propose  to  pay  for 
sixteen  day — ten  days  shorter  lime — according  to 
this  schedule,  $850,000. 

I  ask  ihe  question,  ia  it  not  important,  conaid- 
ering  the  condition  of  the  country  and  our  rela- 
tions, foreign  and  domestic,  that  we  have  rapid 
and  speedy  communication  with  our  Pacific  fron- 
tier? I  ask  if  it  is  not  importantto  every  interest 
of  the  Government  that  this  should  be  done  ?  In 
view  of  this  fact — in  view  of  the  great  need  of 
having  an  additional  oceanic  or  overland  route, 
which  shall  give  us  rapid  and  speedy  communica- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  States  and  our  Pacific 
possessions — 1  have  drawn  up  and  presented  to 
the  House  this  bill,  not  however  without  having 
consulted  with  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  country 
in  reaird  to  this  matter.  It  is  not  presumed  that 
we  shall  soon  have  a  trip  made  from  New  Orleans 
to  San  Francisco  in  ten  days,  nor  from  any  part 
of  the  United  States,  until  the  Pacific  railroad  is 
established.  I  am  so  certain  that  this  road  will  be 
built  that  I  have  made  a  provision  for  that  event. 


Mr.  GREY.  Will  not  the  gentleman  fsom 
Tennessee  yield  the  floor  to  allow  me  to  make  a 
motion  thai  the  House  resolve  itself  inta  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wholl?  The  bill  will  come  up  to- 
morrow, when  he  can  finish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  will  yield  the  floor 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GREY.  With  that  understanding  I  then 
move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mitlee  of  the  Whole  on  tke  slate  of  the  Union; 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gret's 
motion;  and  it  waa  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Orr  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  they  had  un^  consideration  House  bill  No. 
48,  being  a  bill  Aking  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  Ihe  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1855,  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Chandler]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  afVer  a  few  preliminary  re- 
marks, proceeded  to  address  the  committee  iiv 
opposition  to  the  bill  proposing  to  organize  terri- 
torial governments  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  He 
waa  not  afraid  lo  trust  to  the  righteousness  of  his 
cause.  He  welcomed  all  who  assisted  him  yr^h 
their  speech  or  vote.  He  thought  proper  to 
say  the  opponents  of  this  bill  are  absolveil  from 
all  necessity  of  discussing  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  connection  with  its  provisions.  Negro-mania 
or  negro-phobia,  or  certain  sentiments  or  degrees 
of  sentiments,  have  necessarily  nothing  to  do  with 
the  issue  on  this  measure.  It  was  a  question  of 
contract,  honor,  and  faith  of  the  while  man  with 
the  while  man.  Whatever  the  benefite  or  injuries 
conferred  or  inflicted  on  negroes.  Congress  never 
made  a  contract  with  them,  nor  made  any  com- 
promise to  which  the  negroes  were  directly  a 
party.  The  question  was,  shall  the  compromise 
of  1820  be  maintained  or  violated?  The  snme 
spirit  which  prompted  the  compromise  of  1820 
and  1850  was  yet  in  existence,  and  the  same 
motives  will  give  that  spirit  constant  action.  The 
compromises  of  the  Constitution  remain.  It  waa 
difficult  to  get  at  them.  They  were  not  to  be 
reached  simply  by  a  legislative  enactment. 

The  act  of  1S30  was  and  is  a  compromise. 
With  a  full  knowledge  of  what  was  said  and  done 
during  theCongress of  1850,  he  remarked,  in  what- 
ever was  uttered  or  committed  at  that  time,  theft 
was  nothing  to  create  the  suspicion  that  the  five 
acta,  known  aa  the  compromise  of  that  session, 
intended  to  set  aside  or  repeal  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  meant  to  take  issue  with 
the  gentleman  on  that  point. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  resumed.  Had  it  been  sup- 
posed on  the  part  of  those  who  yielded  to  the  com- 
promise that  the  five  measures  repealed  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  those  bills  would  have  been 
voted  on  the  table,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
put  on  the  Calendar,  where  they  would  have  been 
forgotten. 

The  principle  of  the  compromise  of  1830  re- 
mains in  force,  and  there  could  be  no  positive 
enactment  repealing  its  bindin]|  force  without  an 
outrage  on  public  sentiment  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  congressional  faith. 

Nebraska  shows  no  signs  of  life.  The  bill  was 
only  preparatory.  The  assertion  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  people  in  the  Territories  have  the  right 
to  regulate  their  own  affairs  was  in  direct  opposi- 
tion lo  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  snow.  He  combatted  this  principle, 
aaying  young  America,  likejroung  Israel,  scouted 
the  results  of  age  and  experience,  exclaiming,  in 
the  language  of  Scripture,  "go  up,  old  baldhead, 
go."    [Laughter.] 

He  further  pursued  his  argument,  showing,  io 
the  course  of  bis  remarks,  the  deplorable  enecta 
which  the  bill  would  have  on  the  Indians  residine 
in  the  Territory  over  which  it  was  now  proposes 
to  spread  territorial  government;  and,  in  conclu- 
sion, called  on  the  opponents  of  the  bill  to  stantt 
fast  to  national  faith  and  honor,  and  not  be  de- 
terred from  a  conscientioiu  course  of  duty  by  tb* 
sneers  of  thofte  who  differ  from  them  in  opinion. 
If  they  ahould  fall,  there  will  be  inscribed  on  their 
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tomb  the  Sjiartan  epiujili:  "  We  lie  here  in  obe- 
dience to  the  cammnnds  of  our  country." 
[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  A[)|>endix.] 
Mr.  SSllTH,  of  Tennessee,  caul  that  there 
were  two  Nebraska  bills  upon  the  Cnlendar,  either 
of  which  he  was  willing  to  aupport.  The  bill, 
however,  which  he  should  principally  discuss, 
was  the  one  of  the  SeniUe,  which  he  preferred; 
but,  laying  aside  all  technicalities  in  relation  toihe 
difference  between  the  two  measures,  in  effect,  in 
principle,  and  in  operation  upon  the  Territories, 
OS  a  southern  man,  he  was  willing  to  support 
either  of  them — whichever  it  should  be  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  House  to  consider  and  adopt. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  compromise  of  IS.'iO, 
we  were  at  sea  upon  the  sul>ject  of  slavery,  with- 
out compass  or  a  friendly  star  to  direct  our  course. 
By  the  passage  of  those  measures,  a  principle  was 
established,  which,  if  adhered  to,  could  he  rallied 
around,  in  all  lime  to  come,  b^ie  frie:»ds  of  State 
rights  and  the  perpetuity  of"e  Union.  That 
principle  was  congressional  non-interference  in 
the  domestic  affairs  of  the  States  and  Territories. 
It  was  because  of  the  incorporation  of  this  prin- 
ciple of  selfgovernment  in  this  bill  that  he  gave 
it  hjs  cordial  support;  and  he  was  free  to  decTore, 
that  he  wished  to  see  it  recognized  and  elablished 
by  the  Government,  to  be  referred  to  in  all  future 
■lime,  when  sectional  difficulties  might  arise  in 
the  legislation  of  the  country. 

Having  referred  to  the  objections  urged  against 
f  the  bill,  he  contended  that  it  does  not  propose  to 
[repeal  the  Missouri  compromise  of  1821,  but  that 
J  it  does  repeal  the  Missouri  restriction  of  1820;  that 
[the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  March  (i,  1820, 
r'was  no  compromise,  because  it  wanted  the  es- 
|4ential  element  of  mutual  concession;  that  the 
r  Missouri  act  of  1820wasuncon8titutinnnland  void; 
.  nd  that,  in  order  to  bolster  it  up,  it  had  been  con- 
:  ounded  with  the  Missouri  compromise  of  1821, 
I  or  the  purpose  of  attaching  to  it  the  name  and  in- 
fluence of  Henry  Clay. 

'  He  then  adverted  to  the  arguments  against  the 
Badger  proviso,  and  declared  that  the  true  mean- 
ing and  the  whole  effect  of  this  clause  was  to  pro- 
hibit the  revival  of  any  law  which  existed  in  the 
Territory  prior  to  1820,  the  force  and  elTtct  of 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  Mi.ssouri  restriction. 
This  proviso  could  have  no  effect  whatever. 

He  then  replied  to  portions  of  the  speech  of  Mr. 

Franklin-,  heretofore  delivered ,  and  proceeded  to 

krgueat  length  that  the  institution  of  slavery  was 

'  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

and  the  laws  of  the  country. 

[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  NICHOLS  said  that  he  would  not  vote  for 
this  Nebraska  bill,  nor  any  other  which  contains 
a  proviso  to  repeal  the  Missouri  compromise,  or 
"which  contains  the  Clayton  amendment.  He  then 
■proceeded  to  give  historical  details  connected  with 
the  question,  in  support  of  his  opposition  to  the 
inensure,  and  continued  his  remarks  until  the  ex- 

Siration  of  the  hour  to  which  he  was  limited  in 
ebate.  [See  Appendix  for  speech.] 
[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Ihe  hands  of  Assort  Dickins,  Esq.,  its  Secre- 
tary, informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  had 
ipassed  sundry  private  bills,  in  which  it  asked  the 
concurrence  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  of  Illinois,  obtained  the 
oor. 
,     Mr.  PHILLIPS.    Will  the  gentleman   yield 
the  floor  for  a  monnn  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinoia,at8ome  length 
(opposed  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise, 
^and    replied  to  arguments    which   had    been   ad- 
iTanced  in  support  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  declaring 
that  he  should  never  vote  to  extend  the  area  of 
•lavery.     [See  Appendix  for  speech.] 
;     Mr.  PRESTON  obtained  the  floor. 
".    Mr.  DEAN.     Will  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky yield  the  floor  to  enable  me  to  make  a  mo- 
'tion  for  the  committee  to  rise.' 
'   Mr.  PRESTON.     With  pleasure. 
,   Mr.  DEAN.    Then  1  move  thatthe  committee 
po  now  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
fgreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  Mr.  Ha- 
ven having  resumed  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro 
ttmport,  the  Chairman  reported  thatthe  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  had  had 
undar  consideration  iha  Union  generally,  and  par- 


?' 


ticularly  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjimrn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  a  quarter  past  four 
o'clock,  p.  tn.,  adjouruetl  to  tomorrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  in. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tiii;rsdat,  ,1i)rU  6,  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  readand  approved. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  ot 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Forney,  its  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  selection  of  sixteenth  sections  wiihii 
the  limits  of  the  twelve  miles  square  reservation  in 
the  State  of  Alabama;  in  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  was  requesteil. 

Also,  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  following 
enrolled  bill  and  joint  resolution: 

An  act  for  the  uenefit  of  the  citizens  and  occu- 
pants of  the  town  of  Council  Blulfs,  in  Iowa;  ana 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Treasury  to  pay   the  expenses  of  codifying 
;  and  revising  the  reveime  laws. 

The  President  pro  tempore  then  signed  the  bill 
'  and  joint  resolution. 

A  subsequent  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKean, 
Chief  Clerk,  announcing  that  the  House  had 
passed  a  joint  resolution,  explanatory  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  a  resolution  "to  e.-<ial>tish  certain 
post  routes,"  approved  July  12,  1852. 

Also,  that  the  Speaker  of  ihe  House  had  signed 
an  enrolled  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  ol 
six  firslclass  steam  frigates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  President  signed  the  last-named  bill. 

MARTIN  KOSZTA. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uniteu 
States,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  ultimo,  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  copies  ol 
the  correspondence  between  the  American  Consul 
at  Smyrna, and  the  American  legation  at  Constan- 
tinople, and  also  between  the  said  consul  and  the 
United  Slates  Government,  on  the  subject  of  the 
seizure  of  Martin  Koszta  by  the  Austrian  author- 
ities; which  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  resolutions  passeil 
atameeting  ofciiizens  of  Dedham,  Massachusetts 
protesting  against  therepeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise, ami  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  ter- 
ritory now  free;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  jpettyshurg,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
secure  religious  liberty  to  American  citizens  re- 
siding or  traveling  in  foreign  countries;  which 
•was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  proceedings  ot, 
and  resolutions  passed  at,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Agricultural  Society,  of  New  Castle,  Delaware, 
protesting  against  the  passage  of  the  homestead 
bill;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  an.l 
a  motion  made  by  him  to  print  them  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  additional  documents 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  John  W.  Kelly  for  in- 
demnity for  losses  sustained  by  the  abrogation  ol 
a  contract  with  the  Post  Office  Department;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
B.  Clark,  praying  that  a  certain  amount  of  Conti- 
nental money  owned  by  him  may  be  redeemed  by 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  resolution  passed  at 
a  meeting  of  ihe  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  o( 
Chicago,  held  March  11,  1854,  in  favor  of  a  ship 
canal  upon  the  American  side  around  the  Niagara 
Falls;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 


PAPER  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Oritereit,  Ttin!  ihn  mt-morial  of  Michnt'l  N.i*h  be  with 

(Irnwiirriiin  the  tiles  of  ibe  Senate,  and  refertvd  tu  the  Com 

iiiiltee  on  tjlaiins. 

REPORT  FRO.M   A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  western  arsenal  at  Memphis,  in  the  State  ot 
Tennessee,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  a  seconii  reading. 

HARRIET  LEAVENWORTH. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Mr.  President, on  last  private  bill 
day  I  asked  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  "for  the  relief  of 
Harriet  Leavenworth,  wido\^  of  the  late  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  Leavenworth;"  but,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, (Mr.  Hi7nter,| 
1  yielded  in  order  that  the  dtRciency  bill  might  be 
considered.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  Senate  now 
to  ttke  up  the  bill  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  M.ASON.  If  any  discussion  ariars  on  ihaS 
bill  I  shall  be  obliged  to  ask  that  it  lie  over. 

Mr.  FOOT.  If  any  debate  arises,  I  shall  con- 
sent that  it  be  laid  asitie.  I  have  only  to  say  that 
this  is  a  House  bill,  and  that  it  has  received  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions of  the  Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole. 

It  proposestodirecttheSecretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  the  name  of  Harriet  Leavenworth  upon 
the  pension  rnll.s,  and  cause  her  to  be  paid  the  sum 
of  thirty  dollars  per  month,  for  the  term  of  five 
yeari,  commencing  February  1,  18."i3. 

Henry  Leavenworth  forsooK  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice at  the  bar,  in  New  York,  and  entered  the 
United  States  Army  as  captain  of  the  ninth  in- 
fantry, during  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  pro- 
moted major  AusuRt  15, 1813;  breveted  lieutenant 
colonel  July  5,  1814,  for  diaiinguished  and  meri- 
torious services  in  the  battle  of  Chippewa; 
breveted  colonel  July  25,  1814,  for  gallant  conduct 
in  the  battle  of  Niagara,  in  which  he  was 
wounded;  retained  as  major  in  the  second  infan- 
try, peace  establishment  of  1815;  promoted  lieu- 
tenant colonel  in  the  fifth  infantry,  February 
10,  1818;  breveted  brigadier  general  July  25, 
1824,  for  ten  years'  service  in  one  grade;  pro- 
moted colonel  in  the  third  infantry,  December  18, 
1825;  and  died  at  Cross  Timbers,  Southwestern 
Territory,  July  21,  1834,  while  commanding  the 
troops  in  that  quarter.  During  this  long  contin- 
uance in  the  Army,  he  performed  numerous  and 
highly  important  services  to  his  country — having 
established  military  posts  in  the  Indian  country, 
and  at  one  time  commanded  a  military  expedition 
against  the  Aricara  Indians.  He  stood  high  in 
the  estimation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  pru- 
dence, courage,  and  civic  as  well  as  military  attnin- 
ments.  He  came  to  his  death  from  bilious  remit- 
tent fever,  contracted  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty 
as  commander  of  an  expedition  against  the  Pmw- 
nee  Picis,  but  his  death  was  hastened  by  anxiety 
of  mind,  and  a  loo  arduous  desire  to  advance  the 
objects  of  his  country  intrusted  to  his  command. 
Harriet  Leavenworth,  his  widow,  is  advanced  in 
age,  in  infirm  health,  and  has  pecuniary  clainis 
pressing  upon  her,  which  she  is  unable  to  meet. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  waa  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

REFERENCE  OF  HOUSE  BILLS. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeniativen  to 
authorize  the  selection  of  school  districts  in  lieu 
of  the  sixteenth  seclions  within  the  twelve  mile* 
square  reservation.  Stale  of  Alabama,  was  read  a 
first  and  second  tune  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  second 
section  of  a  resolution  "to  establish  certain  post 
routes,"  approved  July  12,  1852,  was  read  a  first 
and  seconti  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  th« 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

MILWAUKIE  COLLECTION  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  President, 
I  move  that  the  Senate  take  up  for  consideration 
the  bill  "  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  collection  dis- 
trict of  Milwaukie,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
and  for  other  purposes."  It  has  been  unani- 
mously reported  from  the  Committee  on  Cont- 
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mcFce,  and  there  ia  on  file  a  letter  from  the  De- 
partment ahowing  ita  approval  o(  the  measure. 

The  motioD  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  wag  read 
astcnnd  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
'  the  Whole  It  proposes  to  extend  the  limits  ol 
the  collection  district  of  Milwaukie  so  as  to  in- 
clgde  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  so  far 
aa  it  forms  the  boundary  of  Wisconsin,  and  all 
the  waters  of  Green  Bay,  and  to  include  all  that 
portion  of  Wisconsin  lying  eastof  the  Wisconsin 
river,  above  the  town  of  De  Korre,  and  all  east  ot 
a  line  running  south  from  De  Korra  to  the  &iate 
line.  Milwaukie  is  to  remain  the  port  of  entry, 
and  Green  Bay  is  to  be  a  port  of  delivery  in  the 
district  of  Milwaukie,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is 
now  in  the  district  of  Mackinaw;  and  Ozaukee 
and  Manitowoc  are  to  be  ports  of  delivery  in  the 
district  of  Milwaukie,  for  which  places  surveyors 
are  to  be  appointed,  to  receive  the  same  compen- 
sation as  is  provided  in  the  act  of  March  2, 1831, 
for  surveyors  at  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  and  other 
places. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a. 
third  time,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
JOSEPH  SMITH. 
Mr.  STUART.  I  move  that  the  Senate  take 
apforconsiderationthe  bill  for  therelief  of  Joseph 
Smith,  it  ia  a  matter  which  will  not  involve  any 
discussion.  It  is  to  remedy  a  difficulty  in  the 
case  of  a  land  warrant. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  Joseph  Smith  to  locate 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  any  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates,  subject  to 
private  entry,  in  lieu  of  a  location  made  by  him 
which  is  specified  in  the  bill,  in  the  Kalamazoo 
lond  district,  in  Michigan,  as  assignee  of  military 
land  warrant  No.  55,(09,  and  which  location  wtu 
canceled  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 
Land  Office;  and  further  to  direct  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  certificate  of  location  from  the  register  of 
the  proper  land  office,  to  issue  a  patent  to  him,  for 
the  lands  so  located. 

On  the3t)th  of  April,  1849,  a  bounty  land  war- 
rant was  issued  to  William  Hill,  a  private  in  Cap- 
tain Wittenmeyer's  company,  in  the  first  regi- 
ment of  Michigan  volunteers,  in  the  war  with 
Mexico.    Prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  warrant  on 
the  2d  day  of  August,  1848,  Hill  departed  this 
life,  leaving  no  wife  or  children,  or  relatives,  as 
appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  judge  of  the 
probate  court  for  Cass  county,  Michigan;  at  the 
time  of  bis  decease  he  was  indebted  for  expeimes 
incurred  during  hiir  last  sickness  in  the  sum  of 
about  $120,  and  left  no  personal  property  for  its 
payment.     On   the  5th   of  October,   1843,  one 
Charles  S.  Clowes  was  duly  appointed  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate,  and  he,  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, 1849,  as  administrator,  and  under  the 
order  of  the  probate  judge,  sold  and  assigned  the 
warrant  to  Joseph  Smith,  and  applied  the  money 
thus  realised  to  the  liquidation  of  the  indebtedness 
of  HiU,  and  expenses  of  administration;  the  war- 
rant was  located  by  Smith  upon  the  west  Jialf  of 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-five,  and 
the  east  half  or  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
twenty-six,  in  township  seven  south,  of  range  fif- 
teen  west,  in  the  Kalamazoo  land  district,  Michi- 
gan, which  location  was  canceled  by  order  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  May, 
1851,  on  the  ground  that  the  warrant  issued  after 
the  death  of  Hill;  this  decision  was  undoubtedly 
correct  underthelaw.    But  in  consideration  of  the 
fact  that  Hill  was  justly  and  legally  entitled  to 
the  wrarrant,  and  left  no  relatives  to  whom  a  war- 
rant could  issue,  and  as  Smith  was  an  innocent 
purchaaer  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  the 
monev  thus  realized  applied  to  the  payment  of  a 
aacrea  indebtedness,  it  was  thought  that  equity 
wtiuld  demand  the  relief  prayed  for  by  the  peti- 
tioner, as  no  injustice  would  be  done  thereby  to 
the  United  States. 

No  amendment  being  proposed,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  without  amehdment,  was 
ardered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
nras  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

EXSCDTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
:««dad  to  thseonaidwatioaofSzscatiTebaMncsa; 


and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened;  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thdrsdat,  ^/iril  6, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Wiluam  H.  MiLStiBN. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
THE  BLACK  WARRIOR  AFFAIR. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  to  the  Houses  mes- 
sage in  writing  received  from  the  Presidsnt  of  the 
United  States,  tiaosmiuing,  in  further  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  iha  aocumpanying  docu- 
menle. 

The  Clerk  was  proceeding  to  read  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  DEAN.  Mr.  Speal&r,  as  these  papers 
relate  to  the  seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior,  at  Ha- 
vana, called  for  by  a  resolution  of  this  House,  and 
as  the  former  papers  received  on  the  same  subject 
have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  1  move  the 
same  reference  and  order  in  relation  to  the  papers 
now  before  us. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

STEAM  FRIjSATBS. 

The  following  bill  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  Bills  as  correctly  enrolled,  and 
received  the  signature  of  the  Speaker: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  six 
first-class  steam  frigates,  and  for  other  purposes. 

TRANSPORTATION  OP  CALIFORNIA  MAIL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  matter  first  in  order 
before  the  House  is' the  bill  reported  yesterday  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
being  "  A  bill  to  empower  the  Postmaster  General 
to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mail,  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco 
itccordins  to  lime." 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  Will  it  be  necessary 
for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  take  up  that  bill  which  was 
before  us  yesterday  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  motion  to 
commit  the  bill,  under  the  rules  it  goes  to  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  Then  I  ask  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  that  bill. 

General  assent  was  expressed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  when 
I  gave  way  yesterday  to  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Gret,}  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
House  to  go  mto  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  I  was  going  on  to  speak 
of  the  advantages  which  the  establishment  of  the 
principle  contained  io  this  bill  would  bring  to  the 
Government,  and  the  great  revolution  which  it 
would  work  on  our  mail  arrangements — in  the 
mail  system  of  the  Government.  Under  its  pres- 
ent operation  that  system  is  inadequate  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  tip  business  community;  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  a  deficit  arises  in  the 
mail  revenue.  The  object  of  this  Department  of 
the  Government  is  to  make  it  a  self-sustaining 
Department.  Gentlemen  here  talk  about  economy, 
ana  we  have  economists  in  this  House,  and  good 
onestoo.  ButtherearedifTerentnotionsofeconomy. 
We  had  a  proposition  submitted  the  other  day  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
HoDSTOK,]  proposing  to  jncrease  the  mail  postage 
of  the  country  to  five  cents  instead  of  three  cents. 
For  what,  sir?  In  order  that  the  mail  revenue  of 
the  country  may  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  that  Department  of  the  Government. 

I  ask  is  this  necessary?  Is  this  the  proper  mode 
to  redress  or  to  eradicate  that  evil  ?  It  is  not.  Let 
us,  Mr.  Speaker,  rather  place  that  Department  in, 
a  condition  that  will  enable  it  to  compete  success- 
fully with  Individual  enterprise,  and  that  it  may  be 
able  to  command  the  patronage  of  the  business 
public  alike  with  individual  enterprise. 

Sir,  I  propose  by  this  bill  no  monopoly.  I  pro- 
pose merely  to  place  ths  Government,  or  that 
branch  of  the  Government,  on  an  equality  with 
individual  enterprises  in  the  way  of  express  lines. 
If  .this  is  once  done,  you  will  have  no  more  talk  of 
deficiencies  in  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, but  the  consequence  will  be  an  ample 
revsnus.    And  afterwards,  if  no  oos  else  should 


make  the  motion,  and  if  I  should  have  the  honor 
of  a  seat  here,  I  will  propose  <a  reduce  the  postage 
to  one  half  its  present  rates. 

But  1  am  told  on  some  occasions  that  we  had 
better  adopt  the  contract  system,  and  let  out  the 
ooean  mail  carriage  by  contract.  What  is  this 
proposition,  sir?  It  is  to  carry  the  mails  accord- 
ing to  time.  The  longer  the  time  the  less  the  pay; 
the  less  the  time  the  greater  the  nay,  up  to  a  given 
reasonable  amount.  What  will  be  the  result  if 
this  system  is  adopted,  and  this  bill  shall  pass? 
Why,  when  the  mail  contracts  are  to  be  let,  when 
proposals  are  issued  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
in  future,  he  will  advertise  that  proposals  will  be 
received  for  carrying  tlie  mails  from  point  to  point 
— say  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  if  you  please^ 
according  to  time,  tu  per  schedule  annexed.  The 
bidders  will  then  put  in  their  proposals,  each  with 
a  schedule  of  price,  according  to  lime,  attached ; 
and  thePoslmasier^nerehwill  have  the  selection 
of  the  lowest  bidder  according  to  time.  Such 
will  be  the  operation  of  the  measure,  if  it  shall 
please  the  House  to  adopt  it. 

It  is  said  that  the  mere-saving  of  a  few  days— 
and  that,  too,  by  high  authority,  by  our  able  Post- 
master General — is  of  importance  but  to  a  small 
portion  of  the  community;  that  the  agricultural 
portion  receives  but  little  benefit  from  it,  while  the 
cities  and  the  commercial  interests  of  the  countsy 
receive  the  advantages.  .. 

I  od^it,  sir,  that  the  mercantile  community  will 
at  first  receive,  perhaps,  the  greatest  amount  of 
this  advantage,  and  the  largest  benefit.  But,  aa 
Carlyle  says,  "  commerce  is  the  kine- "  I  admit  it, 
but  agriculture  wears  thecrown.  The  one  cannot 
exist  without  the  other.  Advance  the  interest  of 
one,  and  you  advance  that  of  the  other.  Thev 
are  inseparably  connected  in  interest;  there  issucn 
a  unity  of  interest,  that  if  one  perish,  so  will  the 
other.  You  may  as  well  say  that  you  could  un- 
dertake to  fatten  the  arm^of  a  man  without  fat- 
tening the  whole  system,  as  to  say  you  could 
benefit  one  branch  or  interest  of  the  country 
without  benefiting  all.  The  argument  which 
maintajns4hat  a  saving  of  time  is  of  no  import- 
ance is  fallacious  and  untenable;  the  saving  of 
lime,  in  this  respect,  is  of  as  much  importance  as 
it  is  in  any  other  enterprise  where  labor  is  the 
basis. 

This  bill  is  surrounded  with  proper  guards  and 
restrictions,  as  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Post  Roads  seem  to  think;  for  I  believe 
they  have  reported  favorably  upon  it.  I  lake  it 
that  it  ia  so;  and  allow  me  to  say,  that  it  is  an  able 
committee,  and  the  Honse  hds  confidence  in  it. 
Having  looked  into  this  bill,  I  have  offered  a  sub. 
■titute,  containing  the  same  principle,  and  have 
thrown  around  it  sufficient  guards  and  restriction* 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Government.  What 
are  its  provisions  ?  The  Postmaster  General  rec. 
ommends,  in  his  letter  to  that  committee,  or  rather 
speaks  in  that  letter,  of  the  necessity  of  weekly 
mails  from  the  United  States  to  California.  What 
does  this  bill  propose?  To  give  a  weekly  mail 
in  connection  with  lines  already  established,  to  and 
from  California.  What  else?  Does  it  propose 
to  advance  the  funds  of  the  Government  in  order 
to  carry  out  this  contract,  as  has  been  done  on 
former  occasions?  No,  sir.  Does  it  propose  to 
take  the  vessels  off  the  hands  of  the  contractor* 
for  war  purposes,  or  any  other?  No,  sir.  It 
merely  proposes  to  teat  the  principle  of  rapid  and 
economical  communication  which  is  contained  in 
it,  at  the  expense  of  whoever  may  iwdertake  to 
execute  the  contract. 

It  is  expressly  provided  in  the  bill  that  the  PosU 
master  General  is  not  authorized  or  empowered 
to  make  any  advance  of  the  funds  or  credit  of  the 
Government  in  furtherance  or  aid  of  the  under* 
taking,  or  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  patties  so 
contraciiog.  And  it  still  fuj-tber  provides  that  the 
parties  so  contracting  shall  in  no  event  receive  from 
Government  incresMd  compensation. 

I  need  hardly  allude  to  the  large  additional  com- 
pensation  which  was  made  by  the  last  Congress 
to  a  magnificat  line  of  steamera  for  carrying  the 
mail;  but  a  like  occurrence  is  provided  against  ia 
this  case. 

It  is  again  provided  that  the  contract  shall  be 
taken,  and  continue  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  It 
may  be  said  that  this  will  be  giving  some  one  com- 
pany a  monopoly  for  that  length  of  u'me;  but  if 
gentlemen  will  exafflineanother  portion  of  the  bill, 
they  will  see  that  such  a  monopoly  is  not  granted* 
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And  why?  If  it  shall  be  Bscertained  that  any 
other  party  can  carry  it  in  a  less  space  of  time  than 
the  contrucling  [wrty,  llie  coniractingj  party  is  to 
be  superseded  by  the  said  other  party,  who  shall 
agree  to  carry  the  mail  In  a  shorter  space  of  time; 
and  the  former  party  is  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  be  allowed  to  claim  anything  in  the 
shape  of  damnges.  Here  is  the  provision  as  it  is 
contained  in  the  bill: 

**  Sec.  6.  ^luJ  be  it  further  enacted,  Thftt  ifal  any  lime 
duriiif*  the  exislt^iicf  ot'itii.-t  contract,,  niiy  oltier  individiialH 
or  company  stiall  enlablivh  a  more  Kp^trdy  conV4>yance  of 
titf*  inniln  ht'twf  en  Ntfw  Orlenns  und  San  Praneit^cu,  and 
sIihII  give  proof' to  the  ro!4tnia.-^turGeni'rat  (hat  Raid  convey- 
ancii  has  bf en  in  sncci'f«sful  operation  lor  Ihrt'c  connecuttve 
niontli!},  tticn  and  in  llial  case  it  ohall  be  the  duty  or'  the 
Po»lnia»ler  General  to  iransl'erthiN  conlrncl  lonaid  individ- 
ual or  company,  \vheri*u|inn  the  loriner  company  or  iodi 
vidual  nhaW  not  be  dei-med  to  have  any  claim  for  damage, 
or  olliervvi,<e,  against  Ibe  tjoveminent.'* 

Now,  sir,  the  magnitude  ^d  importance  of  this 
proposition  I  hope  will  secure  the  earnest  atten- 
tion of  the  members  of  this  House.  We  are  told 
every  day  nearly  that  the  mail  facilities  of  the 
country  are  inadequate  to  the  wants  Of  the  coun- 
try. We  are  told  that  the  revenue  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  falling  off,  and  that  if  this  state  of  things 
is  continued  for  any  length  of  time,  Congress  will 
either  be  forced  to  place  the  Department  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  can  tiefeiid  itself,  where  it  can  com- 
pete successfully  with  lines  established  by  private 
enterprise,  or  they  will  be  forced  to  pay  tne  ex- 
penses of  maintaining  these  facilities  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  people,  or  to  abandon  the  whole 
service  to  the  care  of  private  individuals.  One  of 
these  consequences  will  inevitably  follow,  unless 
we  can  devise  some  measure,  some  plan  by  which 
we  may  impart  life,  vigor,  and  a  healthful  action 
to  this  branch  of  our  national  service. 

Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance 
that  the  arteries  and  veins  which  convey  the  life- 
blood  of  the  Government  from  its  center  to  its 
circumference  should  be  in  a  healthful  condition.' 
Is  it  not  of  vital  importance  that  we  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  healthful  condition  of  the  blood 
which  flows  through  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the 
country,  in  the  way  of  postal  arrangements? 

Why,  sir,  in  England,  where  they  have  reduced 
their  rates  of  postage  to  a  mere  nominal  sum,  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  service  of  that  depart- 
ment is  enormous.  It  is  needless  to  tell  me  that 
the  amounts  appropriated  in  this  bill  are  extrava- 
gant. The  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  is 
large;  but  if  you  will  take  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  time  which  will  be  saved  to  the  business 
community,  it  will  prove  a  great  saving  to  the 
country  by  adopting  this  bill.  At  any  rate,  it  is 
worth  trying  by  way  of  testing  the  principle.  I 
admit  that  it  is  but  an  experiment,  but  it  is  one 
which  is  worthy  of  being  tested,  even  at  some 
expense. 

Uut  it  requires  no  expense.  I  propose  to  test 
the  principle  at  the  expense  «f  whoever  may  be 
disposed  to  make  the  contract,  or  accept  the  prop- 
osition. It  will  require,  1  admit,  some  man  of 
nerve,  and  with  large  means.  It  was  remarked 
to  me  this  morning  that  my  bill  would  probably 
fail  from  this  consideration;  that  it  was  confined 
exclusively  to  the  Tehuantepec  route.  I  wish  it 
distinctly  understood  that,  if  the  Tehuantepec 
route  is  the  shortest,  and  the  mails  can  be  carried 
over  it  the  quickest,  then  it  is  the  route  which  I 
favor.  In  such  case  that  is  the  route  of  the  bill. 
If  the  Nicaragua  is  the  quickest  route,  very  well. 
If  any  oiher  route  is  the  quickest  make  a  contract 
for  it.  I  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
the  bill  provides  for  no  particular  route;  it  only 
refers  to  the  shortest  route  and  the  quickest  time. 

What  else  do  I  propose  by  this  bill.'  Without 
putting  the  Government  to  any  expense,  I  pro- 
pose to  offer  an  inducement  for  the  development 
of  individual  enterprise,  and  the  power  of  steam. 
We  have  the  elements  in  the  country;  and  the  im- 
portance of  rapid  communication  with  our  west- 
ern frontier,  makes  it  necessary  that  we  should 
adopt  some  measure  by  which  we  can  derive  that 
advantage,  if  it  can  be  done  without  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 

I  said  that  this  was  a  mere  business  transaction. 
Looking  at  it  in  that  point  of  view,  we  can  readily 
conclude  the  cost  and  probable  profit  attending  the 
execution  of  the  contract.  No  individual  who 
will  take  the  bill  and  make  the  calculation,  looking 
to  all  the  results,  both  beneficial  and  adverse,  but 
what  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  at  least 


worthy  of  a  test,  especially  when  it  would  not 
cost  the  Government  anything. 

But  I  have  already  detained  the  House  longer 
than  I  intended.  The  matter  la  one  of  consider- 
able importance,  at  least  I  think  so;  and  I  trust 
that  I  have  been  able  to  convince  the  House  it  is 
worthy  of  their  consideration. 

It  may  be  said  that  there  is  nobody  in  thecnun- 
try  who  is  willing  to  undertake  the  contract.  I 
have  been  informed  that  such  is  not  the  fact;  that 
it  will  be  readily  accepted,  and  cause  competitors 
from  all  sections  of  the  Union,  with  ample  means 
and  gigantic  intellects  in  their  way,  ship  builders 
and  ship  owners,  men  of  experience  and  who  have 
patriotism  and  fortune  enough  to  embark  in  the 
enterprise.  They  will  test  the  principle  without 
asking  of  the  Government  a  single  dollar. 

If  sufficient  attention  has  already  been  given  to 
the  bill,  it  is  not  strange  if  I  ask  that  it  have  an 
early  passage;  but  I  do  not  desire  to  put  it  on  its 
passage  at  once,  unless  such  may  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  House.  It  has  been  published  in  this 
morning's  Globe,  and  every  gentleman  has  had 
i  an  opportunity  to  look  into  it;  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads  have  re- 
ported favorably  on  it.  If  it  be  not  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  consider  it  at  once,  I  shall  ask  that 
its  consideration  be  postponed  for  ten  days. 

Mr.  S.VllTH,  of  Virginia.  The  gentleman  has 
submitted  a  motion  which  cuts  off  debate;  and  as 
I  desire  to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  I  trust  that  he 
will  withdraw  it,  and  yield  me  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  I  do  not  desire  a 
postponement,  if  I  can  get  a  vole  on  it  now.  I 
yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  postpone  is 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  a  very 
common  remark  throughout  the  country  that  much 
of  the  gravest  and  most  important  business  of  this 
House  is  transacted  without  a  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  its  members  of  what  is  being  done;  and 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House, 
and  in  reference  to  which  we  have  had  an  able  dis- 
course from  the  gentleman  who  has  introduced  it, 
has  been  conducted  amidst  such  bustle  and  noise 
as  not  to  command  the  least  attention. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  one  of  the  most  important  bills 
that  has  been  presented  to  the  country  for  many 
a  long  day,  ami  I  really  think  the  House  0U{|ht 
to  give  to  it  some  consideration  and  attention 
during  the  time  of  its  exposition,  at  least,  by 
those  who  have  had  it  under  consideration.  It  is 
known  to  the  House  that  the  old  practice  which 
has  prevailed  in  reference  to  contracts  has  not  been 
in  conformity  with  the  impatient  and  progressive 
spirit  of  the  age.  Persons  make  contracts  nnw-a- 
days,  and  you  cannot  make  improvements  on  them 
with  regard  to  speed  without  large  additions  to  the 
expenditures. 

1  have  the  experience  of  a  single  contract  in  my 
own  district,  in  which  the  lime  under  the  contract 
made  at  a  former  letting  was  twenty-nine  hours, 
and  the  necessity  for  increased  expedition  upon  that 
route  has  actually  induced  the  contractor  upon  it 
to  agree  to  a  reduction  of  tht^me  to  twelve  hours. 
I  mention  this  fact  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  is  well  understood 
by  every  gentleman  at  all  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  new  prin- 
ciple should  be  introduced — the  principle  to  which 
I  nave  referred,  and  which  is  embodied  in  the  bill 
of  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed  us — a  bill  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads.  That  principle  is  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  What  is  it?  Why, it 
is  to  let  contracts  for  mail  service,  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  its  expedition.  It  is  to  introduce  a 
new  principle,  which  has  been  introduced  by  indi- 
vidual expressmen — that  of  getting  the  shortest 
time  in  the  transmission  of  intelligence  that  human 
.effort  can  accomplish. 

But  we  know — it  is  in  the  knowledge  of  every 
member  of  the  House — that  the  proverbial  delays 
of  the  mails  have  excited  the  indignation  to  a  very 
great  extent  of  the  people  of  the  country.  Every- 
body knows  that;  anil  it  is  that  fact  to  which  we 
are  indebted  for  the  repeated  diminution  of  the  re- 
ceiplB  from  that  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Everybody  is  familiar  with  that. 

Well  now,  what  does  the  gentleman  propose  by 
this  bill  ?  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 
He  proposes  to  pay  a  sum  progressively  higher  as 
the  time  is  progreasively  diminished.     If  the  mail 


is  carried  within  a  certain  number  of  days  between 
here  and  San  Francisco,  so  much  is  to  be  paid;  if 
in  a  fertain  numberof  days  less,  so  much  increase 
of  compensation  is  to  be  ollowed. 

Now  thai  furnishes  a  very  good  rule  to  go  by, 
and  I  ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  question .  Why, 
when  I  went  to  California  in  1850,  I  hod  a  glori- 
ous trip — a  frolic  all  the  way,  I  may  sny — not  an 
obstruction  of  any  description  to  interrupt  the  pas- 
sage, and  whai  was  the  consequence.'  I  was 
thirty-six  days  on  the  passage.  But  what  haa  been 
the  eflect  of^  rivalry  and  competiiion  since  that 
time?  Now,  the  time  has  been  reduced  until  the 
trips  average  twenty-five  days,  and  sometimes  the 
voyage  is  performed  in  even  less  time.  Here  iaa 
prodigious  gain  to  the  country.  Just  make  a  cal- 
culation of  the  difference  between  thirty-six  and 
twenty-five  days  in  the  interest  on  the  money 
regi.larly  exported  from  California  to  this  portion 
ol^the  Republic,  and  see  what  an  enormous  sum  it 
amounts  to.  The  difference  of  the  interest  on 
$50,000,000  a  year  between  thirty-six  days  and 
twenty-five  days  constitutes  a  most  important  item 

'in  the  industrial  relations  of  the  country.  Kvery 
one  can  see  that. 

Well,  we  have  realized  twenty-five  days  as  the 
ordinary  average  time  of  the  trips  between  this 
and  San  Francisco.     What  is  the  project  proposed 

i  by  this  bill  ?  We  are  now  paying  for  this  expe- 
dition of  the  mail  service — which  seldom  comes 
within  the  period  of  twenty-fire  days,  and  is  fre- 
auently  up  to  thirty  days — eight  hundred  and  odd 
tnousand  dollars  a  year.  Yes,  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  between  this  and  San  Francisco,  at  a 
speed  of  twenty-five  days,  costs  this  country  up- 
wards of  $800,000. 

What  is  pi'opo.ted  by  this  bill?  Is  it  proposed 
that  if  it  cannot  be  done  in  twenty-five  days,  that  it 
shall  be  done  for  ^40,000?  If  nobody  will  under- 
take to  do  it  for  less  ilmn  twenty-five  days,  they 
can  only  gel  glO,000  a  year,  instead  of  $»40,0(M). 
I  wish  It  distinctly  understood  that  this  is  $10,0U0 
a  year.  If  you  can  get  it  done  in  twenty-four 
days,  what  does  it  amount  to?  Ten  thousand 
dollars   a  year.     If  gentlemen   will  look  in    ths 

I  Globe,  lliey  will  find  that  I  am  right  in  the  state- 
ments I  make.  If  no  one  will  undertake  to  carry 
the  mails  for  less  than  twenty-five  days,  they  get 
but  $10,000  a  year.  If  no  one  undertakes  to  do  it 
for  less  than  tweiiiy-four  days,  they  still  get,  ac- 
cording to  the  printed  report,  $10,000  n  year;  and 
if  no  one  will  undertake  it  for  less  than  twenty- 
three  days,  they  gel  |20,000.  I  -will  read  the 
whole  schedule.     It  proposes: 

InS.5  days $10,000  per  Rnnank 

IniMday 10.000  " 

IniUdaya 20,tio0  " 

Iu22dnyi 3U,U0l)  " 

In  21  days 40,000  " 

InaOdays 50,IH)0  " 

Inl9dayii I00,ooii  " 

lnl«day« 250,«I0  " 

In  17  days IM.im  " 

InlBdaya 85o,0ii0  " 

!nl5day« 1,000,000  " 

In  14  days 1,250,000  " 

In  13  day* 1,300,000  " 

In  lartaya I,400,Oi.O  " 

In  11  days l,.W0,iiO0  «« 

In  lOdaya 1,600,000  " 

We  are  now  paying  $850,000  for  the  mail  deliv- 
ered to  us  at  even  twenty-five  and  twenty  days. 
Here  is  a  proposition,  however,  to  deliver  it  her* 
in  sixteen  days  fur  less  money.  I  ask  this  House 
if  it  is  not  plainly  their  duty  to  adopt  the  princi' 
pies  of  the  bill  that  effects  such  an  increase 
facilities, and  thesaving  of  timeand  money.'  Yoa 
reduce  the  time  to  sixteen  and  twenty-five  dstys; 
thereby  not  only  effect  a  great  saving  to  ihi 
traveling  community  in  lime,  but  to  the  commei 
cial  and  business  interests  of  the  country  yo< 
will  save  a  very  great  amount  of  interest.  AVha 
objection  can  there  be  to  such  an  arrangement  i 
1  know  of  one  gentleman — I  allude  to  a  distin- 
guished steamboat  man  in  New  York,  Mr.  Van- 
derbilt,  who  has  won  for  himself  by  commoi 
courtesy  the  sobriqvtt  of  commodore — who  is  will- 
iiig  to  undertake  such  a  contract;  and  in  stei 
boat  matters  he  never  fails.  He  is  willing  not  onl 
to  undertake  such  a  contract  as  this,  but  -what  i 
more,  he  is  perfectly  willing,  if  any  man  ca.n 
him,  to  give  up  his  contract.  To  start  such  a.  lit 
as  would  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  we  all  hat 
in  view,  would  require  an  expeirfitureof  million: 
Commodore  Vanderbill  says  that  he  will  sarrendi 
all  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  realized  fi-om  Ut 
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contrect,  irbe  docs  not  fulfill  it.  I  ask,  then,  what 
objectioa  is  there  to  the  proposition?  He  does  not 
claim  a  monopoly  of  the  contract  for  ten  years; 
Bnd  although  there  is  a  proposition  giving  the  con- 
tract for  that  time,  yet  there  is  a  stipulation  that  if 
anybody  daring  that  time  can  do  it  better,  that  the 
original  contractor  shall  be  superseded ;  nay,  more, 
superseded,  too,  without  any  cost  or  charge  to  the 
Oovemment.  He  is  to  surrender  his  contract  be- 
cause he  does  not  keep  up  with  the  progressive 
spirit  of  ihe  age.  What  ODJection  can  there-be  to 
this  course,  I  ask  ?  It  is  a  contract  to  pay  no  enor- 
mous charge  for  an  inadequate  consiaeration,  bat 
it  is  a  contract  to  pay  for  substantial  value  re- 
ceived. By  adopting  this  course  you  will  place 
this  matter  of  mail  contracts  upon  tne  true  princi- 
ple, which  should  be  the  only  teat  for  mail  con- 
tracts— the  time  in  which  the  service  is  to  be  per- 
formed. Then  you  will  find  this  Government 
moving  ahead  in  strict  accordance  with  the  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  great  improve- 
ments developing  in  the  country. 

What  objection  sen  there  be  to  this  ?  Who  can 
object  to  it.'  I  ask  this  House  again,  I  appeal  to 
gentlemen,  to  support  the  principle  embraced  in 
this  bill.  Here,  sir,  is  an  important  principle  at 
issue.  I  cannot  estimate  its  value  too  highly.  It 
is  deeply  interesting  to  the  country.  It  will  cause 
the  mails  to  be  delivered  to  us  with  greater  rapidity 
than  usual.  It  will  cause  them  to  be  delivered  at 
a  less  rate  than  the  ordinary  one.  It  will,  in 
every  point  of  view,  enable  uie  Government  to 
keep  pace  with  individual  enterprise. 

It  will  place  this  great  arm  of  the  public  service 
under  the  responsibility  of  quick  operations.  I 
ask,  then,  on  what  principle  it  can  be  objected  to 
Look  to  your  steamers  carrying  the  mails  over 
the  Atlantic,  as  they  hare  I;een  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  who  preceded  ms.  Suppose  weannalled 
that  contract,  and  threw  the  service  o^en  to  com- 
petition on  the  principle  of  this  bill.  Instead  of 
liaving  but  one  line  of  steamen,  the  pampered  pet 
of  thisGovemment,  we  would  have,  perhaps,  half  a 
dozen  lines  struggling  foraupremacy;  and  perhaps 
thecarryingofthe  mails  would  be  sometimes  trans- 
ferred from  the  one  line  to  the  other.  Instead  of 
having  a  single  great  monopoly  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  we  woula  perhaps  have  a  general  circula- 
tion of  half  a  dozen  competing  lines. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  principle  itself  is  rieht — 
the  principle  itself  is  economical — awakens  all  the 
fire  and  energy  of  American  enterprise;  it  ad- 
dresses itself  *U>  ths  favorable  consideration  of  the 
whole  country.  And  I  conceive,  that,  instcwi 
of  our  being  stsrtled  by  it  and  making  objections 
to  it,  the  wonder  is,  not  that  the  system  is  now 
luggested,  but  thata  principle  that  muststrike  all 
sensible  men  with  obvious  and  conclusive  force 
had  not  before  been  introduced  and  acted  on  in 
i>is  House. 

I  say,  then,  that  I  hope  the  House  will  consider 
ind  adopt  this  bill,  not  because  the  principle  is 
lew — for  change  is  not  always  an  improvement — 
>ut  because  the  principle  is  wise,  ana  is,  in  every 
>oint  of  view,  justly  entitled  to  the  favorable  con- 
lideration  of  this  House  and  of  the  country.  I 
irill  not  trouble  the  House  with  any  further  re- 
narks;  but  ask  the  House  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  would  be  glad  to  know, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  or  not,  under  the  rules  of 
he  House,  this  bill  does  not  require  to  be  referred 
o  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
he  Union?  I  grant  you  it  does  not  make  a  direct 
ippropriation;  bat  the  remarks  of  my  colleague 
Mr.  SMira]  satisfy  my  mind,  at  least,  that  Uiis 
lill  ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
am  free  to  admit,  sir,  that  ths  principle  involved 
n  it  is  an  important  one. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  (interrupting.)  1  de- 
ire  to  aay,  if  the  f  entleman  from  Virginia  will 
«rmit  me 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    What  is  the  object  of  the 
entleman? 
Mr.   CHURCHWELL.    I  desire  to  ask  the 
louse  to  postpone  tbs  consideration  of  this  bill 
>r  ten  days. 

Mr.  McMDLUN.    No.  I  will  not  agree  to 
lat  proposition. 
I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  take  my  seat  to 

spresa  my  views  in  reference  to  this  matter 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York,  (interrupting.) 
\^ill  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  permit  me  for 
ne  moment? 
Mr.  McMDLLIN.    1  will  yield  the  floor  to 


the  gentleman  from  New  York  for  an  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  only  detain  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  for  one  moment.  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
House,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  from  which  this  bill  is  re- 
ported, that  this  bill  has  not  been  considered  by 
that  committee,  as  I  underatand  it;  and  for  myself 
I  most  say  that  in  its  present  form  I  am.mucn  op- 
posed to  it;  and,  therefore,  I  trust  that  this  Houss 
will  not  spring  upon  us  this  bill  until  it  can  be 
well  underatood. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  desire  to  make  one 
single  remark,  and  then  I  will  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  1  will  yield  for  an  expla- 
nation, but  not  for  a  motion. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  am  surprised,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  JoNBi]  say  that  this  bill  has  been  reported 
from  the  committee  without  having  been  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMvllikI  yield  to  me  for  a  moment 
for  the  purpose  of  explanation  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  becomes  necessary  and  proper 
for  me,  inasmuch  as  my  colleague  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads,  [Mr. 
JoNEi,  of  New  York,]  has  spoken  in  reference  to 
tlllB  action  of  the  committee,  to  say  a  word  in  ex- 
planation. The  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  regard 
to  the  action  of  the  committee,  in  saying  that  they 
have  not  considered  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
misunderatood  in  my  remarks.,  I  believe  that  the 
committee  as  a  committee,  have  not  eonsidsrsd 
this  bill,  nor  reported  as  a  committee  upon  it.  I 
so  understand  the  matter.  I  do  not  say  that  Ihe 
subject  has  not  been  talked  over  by  ua  individu- 
ally, but  thataa  a  committee  we  have  not  consid- 
ered the  bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  state  what  the  action  of  the 
e<>mmittee  was  upOn  the  bill.  I  do  not  know 
Vhetber  my  colleague  upon  the  committee  [Mr. 
jovta,  of  New  York]  was  or  was  not  present  at 
the  time  the  bill  was  up  for  consideration  before 
the  committee.  The  matter  was  taken  up  and 
considered  by  the  committee;  and  the  order  of  the 
committee  was,  that  Mr.  McDodoall  should  re- 
port the  bill  back  to  the  House  with  amendments; 
and  it  is  my  fault,  perhaps,  that  the  amendments, 
or  all  of  them,  are  not  in  the  bill,  as  they  should 
be.  Thegentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cb'drch- 
wiLL,]  on  Monday,  handed  me  the  bill  to  look 
over  it,  for  the  parpose  of  seeing  whether  it  em- 
braced the  views  of  the  committee.  That  was 
about  the  time  we  wera  entering  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  bill  for  ths  pay  of  postmastera,  and  I 
put  the  bill  into  my  drawer,  forgot  to  look  at  it, 
and  handed  it  back  to  the  gentleman  without  pe- 
rusal. 

But  the  order  of  the  committee  was  to  report 
back  the  bill  to  the  Houss,  with  amendments.  The 
amendments  were^  change  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  BO  as  to  suthome  the  Postmaster  General  to 
enter  into  a  contract  of  this  kind,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  existing  contracts  for  ths  transpor- , 
tation  of  mails  upon  that  route,  and  to  strike  out 
of  thd  schedule  of  time  all  after  fourteen  days.  In 
this  manner  the  committee  acted,  without  pledging 
itself  to  vote  for  or  sgainst  the  bill  when  it  should 
come  up  for  consideration  by  the  House.  They 
were  willing  to  report  it  back,  as  a  bill  containing 
merits,  and  allow  it  to  be  discussed  by  the  House, 
and  adopted  or  rejected,  as  they  should  see  fit. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  This  is  not,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  firat  bill  which,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  has  been  precipi- 
tated upon  the  Hoose  for  its  action.  Gentlemen 
who  were  hera  during  the  Thirty-Firat  Congress 
know  perfectly  well  what  was  said  in  relation  to 
these  mattera  at  that  time,  and  the  coune  which 
was  puraued  then.  Thev  cannot  have  forgotten 
that  the^  were  assured  oy  the  then  leamM  and 
distinguwbsd  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  that'  if  the  reduction 
of  postage,  which  was  then  praposcjl,  should  be 
adopted,  the  whole  country  would  be  greatly  ben- 
efited by  that  arrangement.  We  were  also  assured 
that  the  Post  Office  Department  would  become  a 
eelf-eustaining  Department.  I  did  not  believe  in 
the  principle  and  oenefieial  effects  of  a  reducliDn 
(hen;  and  the  faeib  which  have  sines  tnuispirsd 


have  satisfied  all,  conclusively,  that  such  belief 
was  well  founded.  The  Post  Office  Department 
of  this  Governffient  is  minus  f2,00O,0iDO  now; 
and  if  you  will  confer  with  the  head  of  that  De- 
partment, you  will  find  that  the  probability  is  that 
next  year  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  $4,000,000. 

It  IS  not  my  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go  into 
the  consideration  of  the  merits  of  this  bill.  Not 
at  all.  iBut,  sir,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  House,  I  have  seen  that  almoat  all  the  changes 
which  have  been  made  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment have  resulted  to  the  ben^t  of  the  large 
commercial  qties,  but  to  the  ruin,  almost,  of  ths 
rural  districts.  What  are  the  facts?  In  mj  own 
district,  as  also  in  almost  all  the  rural  districts  in 
this  country,  you  can  scarcely  get  a  postmaster 
to  hold  a  commission  six  monthB,J)ecauBe  of  the 
reduction  of  their  pay;  and  I  express  my  belief 
that  the  operation  of  this  bill  will  further  cripple 
the  postal  arraneemants  of  these  districts. 

It  is  due  to  all  portions  of  the  country  that  this 
important  bill — conceded  bv  its  friends  to  be  im- 
portant—conceded by  my  friend  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Chorcrwell]  to  be  important — important 
ad  my  colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  has  fully  shown  t$» 
to  ths  House — should  receive  a  full  and  caref\i. 
consideration.  The  question  is,  will  tou  give  it 
that  consideration  in  the  House,  or  will  you  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  where  it  can  be  fully,  deliberately, 
and  fairly  considered  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  The  gentleman  speaks 
of  the  importance  of  the  bill.  I  admit  it;  and  ask 
him  to  be  good  enough  to  let  it  be  recommitted  to 
'  the  committee,  that  they  may  consider  it,  and  that 
its  further  consideration  may  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely, or  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Before  I  take  my  seat,  I 
will  endeavor  to  answer  my  friend  from  Tennes- 
see, for  I  assure  him  there  are  but  few  members 
upon  this  floor  whom  I  would  sooner  accommo- 
date than  him. 

But  while  I  am  upon  ths  floofi  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  fact.  Ask  every 
member  upon  this  floor,  and  -they  will  tell  you- 
that  the  reduction  of  the  rates.j>f  postage  nas 
worked  nothing  but  ruin  upon  the  revenues  of  ths 
Post  Office  Dspartment,  and  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  if  you  adopt  this  bill  it  will  not  result 
in  still  further  liabilities  upon  that  Department. 
I  have  not  sufficiently  examined  it  to  prepare  me 
to  sajr  definitely,  however,  what  will  be  its  oper- 
ation in  this  respect. 

But,  sir,  although  it  is  said  that  this  bill  has  met 
the  approbation  (f  a  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Offics  and  Post  Roads,  I  must  beg  to 
tell  the  House  that  I  know  one  member  of  that 
committee,  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Powell,]  did  not 
sanction  it,  nor,  if  I  underatand  it,  was  he  con- 
sulted upon  the  subject. 

Again,  sir,  I  would  like  to  see  the  Post  Office 
Department  a  self-sustainine  branch  of  the  Gh>v- 
ernment.  I  do  not  want  my  district,  and  other  dis- 
tricts which  are  like  mine,  situated  in  the  interior 
of  the  country,  cut  down  in  their  mail  faciliti^, 
and  then  called  upon  to  contribute  to  support  those 
facilities  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  commercial 
cities  of  the  country. 

I  am,  for  one,  perfectly  willing  that  Congress 
should  paas  a  law — and  I  believe  it  is  the  duly  of 
Congress  to  pass  such  a  law — as  shall  make  ths 
Post  Office  Department  a  self-sustaining  branch  of 
the  Government.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  my 
district  should  contribute  its  share  towards  meet- 
ing the  burdens  IST  the  Government;  but  I  am  not 
wuling,  when  that  is  done,  that  you  should  increase 
your  postal  facilities  between  the^reat  commercial 
cities  to  twCL  mails  a  day,  while  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  the  country  they  cannot  get  more  than 
two  mails  per  week,  and,  in  many  instoncss,  not 
more  than  one  a  week. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  trespass  upon 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  move  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  ths 
Union.  If  the  friends  of  the  bill  prefer  that  it 
should  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  ths 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  I  will  not  object  to  that 
disposition  of  it. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  gentlemaa 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  No,  sir;  my  friend  want*. 
I  know,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  for  three  weeks;  but  I  cannot  consent  to 
naake,  or  to  allow  him  to  sutke,  that  motion. 
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Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  eentleman 
allnw  me  a  moment  (or  personal  explanation  ? 

Mr.-McMULLlN.  Certainly,  I  will  yield  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr".  CHURCHWELL.  I  am  forced  to  be- 
lieve thai  my  friend  from  Virjjinia  was  not  in  the 
House  durins  tlie  early  proceeding»  of  the  day, 
for  he  certainly  has  nof  understood  the  position  1 
assumed  in  deba'e.or  my  argument  upon  the  hill. 
I  agree  with  my  friend  in  his  idea  that  the  Post  Office 
Depnrtment  should  be  a  self-sliatatning  branch  of 
the  Government,  la^rtewilh  him  that  wc  should 
increase  the  mail  facilities  in  his  own  rural  dis- 
trict and  mine.  1  desire  to  see  daily  malls  estab- 
lished in  those  more  sparsely  settled  portions  of 
the  country.  1  wish  to  see  the  Depariment  placed 
in  a  condition  in  which  it  may  defend  itself  against 
the  competiiion  of  private  enterprise;  against  ex- 
press lines  established  by  private  individuals.  I 
know  that  our  communliy  n*d  additional  postal 
facilities, and  my  object  is  to  increase  the  revenue 
of  the  De[mrtment,soas  to  secure  in  his  southwest- 
ern Virginia,  and  in  my  own  native  Tennessee, 
daily  mails  over  that  mountain  country. 

A  Member.  If  you  receive  weekly  mails  there 
you  will  do  well. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Perhans  so;  but  I 
■hall  not  be  sniialied  with  weekly;  I  want  to  see 
daily  mails  there;  and  1  could  show  that  the  effect 
of  this  bill  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  have  an 
efTecl  in  that  direction,  for  it  will  be  to  increase 
the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

Now,  sir,  inasmuch  as  this  is  an  important  bill, 
requiring  further  consideration,  and  inasmuch  as 
other  »enilemen  desire  to  speak  upon  it,  I  ask  my 
honoraltlie  friend  from  Virginia  that  he  will  allow 
me  to  make  the  motion  that  its  further  considera- 
tion be  postponed  for  three  weeks,  and  not  to  send 
it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union — where  it  will  never  be  heard  of  again, 
perhaps  for  the  next  one  hundred  years — to  a  long 
home.  1  know  that  my  friend  cannot  be  so  cruel 
to  the  only  bantling  which  I  have  before  the  body. 
[Laughter.]  He  professes  to  love  me;  and  if  he 
does,  then  he  certainly  cannot  treat  my  measure 
harshly.  [Laughter.]  He  will  surely  let  the  poor 
bantling  live  for  three  weeks.  Then,  if  there  be 
nothing  in  it,  the  bill  will  die.  When  it  dies,  I 
shall  go  with  it  to  the  grave,  and  a  tear,  if  it  be 
the  only  one,  shall  fall  on  its  bier.  If  the  benev- 
olence of  my  friend  will  allow  me,  I  now  submit 
the  motion  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  for  three  weeks. 

M r.  H A M I LTON .     Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  still  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  no  doubt  that  rtiy 
distinguished  friend  from  Tennessee  believes  all 
that  he  has  said  in  regard  to  the  practical  view  of 
this  measure. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    A  good  deal  more. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Thegentleman  saysa  good 
deal  more.  1  remember  perfectly  well  that  the 
disiinsiiiixhed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  in  the  Thirty-Second 
Congress,  wasequally  as  sincere  as  my  friend  from 
Tennessee  in  the  belief  that  the  then  reduction  of 
the  postage  would  not  seriously  alTectthe  revenues 
of  the  Post  Office  Department.  He  was  mistaken, 
and  my  friend  may  also  be  mistaken. 

My  friend  says  that  I  love  him.  I  respect  him 
as  one  gentleman  does  another.  I  love  my  friend 
well,  but  I  love  my  country  more.  [Laughter.] 
If  the  question  be  one  of  the  paramount  import- 
ance claimed,  why  not  give  it  the  direction  that 
all  important  bills  take?  Let  it  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
There  all  the  gentlemen  who  desire 'to  speak  .on  it, 
for  or  against  it,  will  have  a  fair  field  and  a  clear 
sky.  I  propo.-ie  to  give  the  bill  that  direction.  I 
propose  to  send  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  where  it  will  not  be  lost. 
I  shall  eo  with  the  gentleman  to  resurrect  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  With  the  gen- 
tleman's permission,  1  would  ask  the  Chair 
whether  a  motion  has  been  made  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  has  not  been 
jnade. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  be  glad  then 
if  the  gentleniaii  from  Virginia  would  make  that 
motion. 


Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  now  yield  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation  to  my  friend  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  When  will  the  morn- 
ing hour  expire,  Mr.  Speaker' 

The  SPEAKER.     At  ton  minutes  past  one. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  The  gentlemon  has 
entirely  misunderstood  the  character  of  the  bill. 
In  all  candor  I  would  inquire  of  him  whether  he 
has  read  the  bill  > 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  read  a  portion  of  it 
in  the  newspaper.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  A  portion  of  it!  I 
have  hut  one  more  proposition  to  make  to  my  friend 
from  Virginia.  Will  he  agree  to  make  the  bill  a 
special  order.'  He  professes  to  love  me  next  to 
his  country.  I  imagine  I  have  a  high  place  in  his 
afleciions.  [Laughter.]  Will  thegentleman  agree 
to  make  the  bill  a  special  order.' 

Mr.  McMULLIN.     I  cannot  agree  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Then  I  hopetheHouse 
will  agree  to  postpone  its  consideration  for  two 
weeks.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  gentlemen,  let  the 
postponement  be  for  three  weeks. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  should  like  to  accommo- 
date the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  but  I  have  a 
duty  to  perform,  from  which  I  cannot  swerve. 
Gentlemen  on  various  sides  desire  that  I  fchall 
afford  the  bill  a  fair  and  full  consideration.  The 
gentleman  fromTennesseedesires  to  know  whether 
1  had  read  the  bill.  What  lime  have  I  had  to 
read  it?     It  was  this  morning,  for  the  first  tin*, 

fublished  in  the  Globe,  and  laid  upon  our  tables, 
looked  over  it  very  hastily,  and  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  of  my  worthy  col- 
league from  Virginia,  induced  ine  to  get  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  proposition  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  for  full,  free,  and  fair  considera- 
tion. If  there  is  a  majority  in  favor  of  the  bill,  it 
can  be  taken  up  at  any  lime,  and  I  assure  the 
friends  of  the  bill  that  I  will  aid  them  to  take  it  up 
at  the  proper  lime.  1  therefore  move  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  on  thai  I  call  the  previoua 
I  question. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
j  will  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
I  tion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.     I  cannot. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  desire  simply  to 
state,  that  if  the  bill  is  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  will 
never  be  taken  up;  for,  as  is  usual  and  customary, 
the  whole  time  when  we  are  in  committee  will 
be  occupied  in  discussing  Nebraska,  or  some  other 
question.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House  will 
vote  down  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill,  and  post- 
pone its  consideration  for  three  or  four  weeks. 

The  SPEAKER,  is  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  withdrawn? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.     It  is  not. 

TheSPEAKER.    Then  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union.  • 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Before  the  question  is  put 
upon  that  motion,  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  report  back  the  deficiency  bill. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  back  the  deficiency  bill  with 
sundry  amendments. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD,  by  unonimous  consent, 
and  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a 
bill;  which  was  lead  a  firstand  second  lime  by  its 
title,  ns  follows,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  States 
of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Missis-sippl.to  apply 
a  portion  of  the  swamp  lands  granted  to  each, 
respectively,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  St. 
Louis,  Helena,  and  New  Orleans  railroads. 

TheSPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  4ih  instant,  transmitting  all 
the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Depart- 
ment touching  the  expediency  of  an  appropria- 
tion by  Congress  to  defray  the  expenses  already 
incurred,  and  that  may  hereafter  be  incurred,  in 


the   prosecution  of  the  persons  engaged   in  the 
destruction  of  Ihe  Martha  Washington. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  document  seems  to  be  a  very 
long  one,  and  I  movt  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Coinmitieeon  the  Judiciary,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  order  will  be  made,  no 
objection  being  made. 

A  communication  was  then  laid  before  the 
House,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  from 
the  1st  of  July,  1852,  to  the  30lh  June,  1853,  as 
required  by  the  act  of  26th  August,  1842;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  In  be  printed. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  ihe  House  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

TheSPEAKER.  Several  gentlemen  are  calling 
for  the  question  upon  the  motion  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.CLiNCMUt,] 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Ihe  Commiltee 
of  the  Whole,  and  it  must  now  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cling- 
man's  motion,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

CIVtL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Comniiileeof  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Orr  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  laM 
rose,  they  had  under  consideration  House  bill  No. 
48,  being  a  bill  makingappropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  June,  1835,  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Prestok]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  PRESTON  alluded  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  two  bills  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  proposing  to  organize  ter- 
ritorial governments  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
and  pointed  out  the  main  differences  between  the 
two  measures.  That  from  the  Senate  contains 
what  is  known  as  the  Badger  amendment  and  the 
Clayton  amendment,  and  both  contain  a  common 
provision  which  declares  that  the  act  known  as 
the  Missouri  compromise  is  rendered  inoperative 
by  the  measures  of  1850. 

These  bills,  he  said,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
propose  equal  rights  to  the  people  of  the  slave- 
nolding,  and  equal  rights  to  those  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States,  to  settle  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
and  organize  their  own  government.  He  was  in 
favor  of  this  principle.  As  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  interdict  slavery  in  the  Territories,  he 
did  not  think  it  exists.  You  can  find  precedents 
in  Ihe  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ihat  Congress  possesses  plenary  power 
over  the  Territories.  But  if  Congress  possesacs 
this  power,  they  ought  not  to  exercise  it,  because 
the  settlement  of  the  question  of  slavery  ought 
to  be  delegated  to  the  people  who  are  to  inhabit 
the  Territories. 

He  conceived  that  the  Badger  amendment 
neither  helps  nor  hurls  in  this  matter.  On  the  faca 
of  the  bill  that  Senator  made  a  conclusive  argu- 
ment that  it  does  not  alter  the  terms  of  the  bill  ai 
it  was  originally  introduced  in  the  Senate.  As  a 
southern  man,  he  asked  for  no  recstablishmenl  of 
slavery  by  implication  in  Nebraska,  but  simply 
the  right  to  go  there  to  meet  hia  northern  friend 
and  brother,  and  with  him  establish  the  founds 
tions  of  society,  with  or  without  slavery. 

He  gave  his  reasons  why  he  should  vote  to 
strike  out  the  Clayton  amendment;  and,  towards 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  called  on  the  Norlll 
to  render  to  the  South  the  equality  which  has  been 
so  long  denied.  The  advocates  of  the  bill  wera 
not  afraid  of  discussion;  and  it  was  his  belief  th« 
bill  will  pass.  [His  speech  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  1 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  wn»  op- 
posed to  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill  which  has 
come  to  us  from  the  Senate,  because 

1st.  It  limits  sulfrage  to  while  men. 

2d.  It  limits  suffrage  to  citizens. 

3'!.  It  is  so  drawn  as  to  mislead  readers  into  tk* 
belief  that  it  recognizes  the  doctrine  of  non-inter-' 
vention. 

4ih.  It  looks  to  the  existenceof  slavery  in  thoae' 
Territories,  and  provides  safeguards  for  it 

5tli.  It  allows   that  slavery  may   exist 
States  that  shall  be  formed  from  these  Tcrri' 
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The  hammer  fell  when  Mr.  S.  was  in  the  midst 
of  his  argument  to  prove  that  all  American  sla- 
very is  unconelitutioDai. 

[Mr.  S.  relains  for  revision  the  ifeport  of  his 
speech.]     • 

Mr.  CARUTHERS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  MILLER.  Will  my  colleague  :^>«l<l  me  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  motion  that  the 
committee  riee? 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  wiU  yield  the  floor  for 
thai  purpose. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  then  move  that  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committeeaccordingty  rose,  and  theSpeaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  Union 
eeneraliy,  and  particularly  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
bill,  and  had  come  to  no  resolation  thereon. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  There  are  several  bills  from 
the  Senate  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  which  it 
would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  dispose  of  now,  as  it 
will  lake  but  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  COX.    I  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  five  minutes  past  three 
o'clocl^,  p.  m., adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  ro. 


IN  SENATE. 
FuoAT,  Jlpril  7,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdem.  ' 
The  Jottraal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
ORI»R  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mf.  MORTON.    Mr.  President 

The  PRESI  DENT.  The  Chair  will  inform  the 
Senator  thui  this  is  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Exactly.  That  is  the  point 
to  which  I  intend  to  speak.  I  presume  jt  is  the 
intention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  to  move  to  go  into  Executive 
session  1  but  there  is  one  private  bill  which  1  think 
will  elicit  no  discussion,  in  which  a  constituent  of 
mine  is  deeply  interested.  It  is  very  important 
to  him  that  the  bill  should  pass  through  Congress 
as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Manuel  Hernandez.  I  will  state  to  the  Senate 
that  if  the  bill  should  be  taken  up,  and  sliould 
elicit  the  least  discussion,  I  shall  be  perfectly  will- 
ing that  it  may  be  passed  over. 
•  Several  Senators.    This  is  objection  day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  inform 
the  Senator  that,  under  the  rule,  no  bill  can  be 
discussed  to-diy,  but  with  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  for  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  consider  that  bill. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Senator 
that  1  suppose  the  Senate  will  concur  in  proceed- 
ing to  the  consideration  of  private  bills  to-day, 
under  the  order;  and  the  very  fact  that  this  is  the 
day  on  which  bills  cannot  be  discussed,  will  show 
that  by  proceeding  in  order  we  can  pass  probably 
three  fourths  of  the  bills  on  the  Cideudar,and  the 
Senator's  hill  with  them. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have' no  objection  to  that 
course. being  pursued,  but  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  would  move  for 
an  Executive  session. 

Mr.  8TU A  RT.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  understand  if  I  move  for  an- 
Executive  session,  an^  single  objection  will  pre- 
vent it.  Ami  right  in  that  construction  of  the 
rule  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  con- 
struction which  the  Chair  gives  to  the  rule. 

Mr.  MASON.  Then,  sir,  I  will  say  that  if 
there  can  be  a  common  understanding  that  at  one 
o'clock  I  may  be  Browed  to  move  for  an  Executive 
session,  I  will  not  make  the  motion  at  an  earlier 
moment.  The  Senate  are  aware  that  I  think  it 
necessary  that  the  Senate  should  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  public  matters  in  c^xecutive  ses- 
sion ;  yet,  if  such  an  understanding  can  be  arrived 
at,  I  will  not  make  that  motion  until  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  do  not  wi^h  to  be  under- 
stood as  compromitted  at  all  by  any  agreement  of 
that  S(wt.  I  think  we  can  dispose  of  a  great  many 
bills  on  the  Calendar,  for  (liis  is  objection  day; 


but  if  we  shall  not  have  reached  some  bills  in 
which  I  am  interested  by  one  o'clock,  1  shall  not 
feel  at  liberty  .to  assent  to  the  course  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  move 
for  an  Executive  session  although  it  will  super- 
sede private  business.  1  therefore  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business. 

Mr.  PEARCB.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  should 
object  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
if  1  did  not  think  it  desirable,  for  reasons  which  I 
cannot  now  state,  that  the  Senate  should  not  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 
1  believe  the  public  iotereels  would  be  advanced  by 
our  proceeding  with  the  private  business  to-day, 
leaving  Executive  business  for  to-morrow^  The 
Senator  therefore,  I  hope,  will  not  think  1  am  per- 
sonal and  discourteous  if  I  object  to  proceeding  to 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business  to-day. 

Mr.'MASON.     Does  the  Senator  object? 

Mr.  PEARCE.    1  do. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Senate  must 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  private  bills 
upon  the  Calendar. 

JOHN  G.  M&CKALL. 
'    The  first  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  one  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  John  Q.  Mackall,  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  STUA£T.  Is  not  that  one  of  the  bills 
which  involves  the  question  «rhich  was  discussed 
the  other  day  by  the  Senators  from  Maryland  and 
Delaware? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  one  of  the  same  class 
of  bills. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  think  it  had  better  be  looked 
into.  • 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be  passed 
over. 

WILLIAM  G.  RIDGELT. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  next  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar is  one  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Ridgely. 
It  is  one  of  the  same  class  referred  to  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan. 
.   Mr.  STUART.    Let  it  be  passed  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  bill  will  go  over. 
DAVID  MTBRLB. 

The  next  bill  was  one,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  for  the  relief  of  David 
Myerle. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  a  controverted  bill; 
let  it  go  over. 

MOORE  AND  HASCALL'S  PATENT. 

The  next  bill  was  one,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Offlce,  for  the 
relief  of  Hiram  Moore  and  John  Hoscall. 

Mt.  STUART.  That  is  objected  to  by  others, 
not  by  me. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  will  be  passed  over. 
JOHN  BRONSON. 

The  next  bill  was  one  for  the  reKef  of  John 
Bronson,  which  had  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  sliould  like  to  know  why  this 
claim  has  never  been  presented  heretofore  ?  It  is 
always  suspicious  when  a  claim  has  stood  for  forty 
years. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  rcfiort  in  the 
case.    Does  the  Senator  desire  to  hear  it  read? 

Mr.  EVANS.    Yes,  sir. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  CUims  was 
accordingly  read. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  think  this  is  the  bill  which 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  discussed  at  some 
length  the  other  day.  ,  I  see  now  that  he  is  in  his 
place,  and  I  wish  to  call  his  attention  to  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  objection,  the 
bill  must  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  think  there  can  be  no  objection. 
I  have  known  the  case  for  thirty-five  years.  It 
comes  clearly  within  the  rules  which  we  have 
applied  under  similar  circumstances;  and  I  think 
no  gentleman  who  examines  it  will  object  to  it. 
I  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wadb] 
reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  a  few  words  to  say 
upon  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  objecUd  to;  so  the 
bill  must  go  over. 

THOMAS  BUTLER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Butler,  r*;' 


potted  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  Thomas  Butler,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
sum  of  1^,922,  being  the  cost  of  extra  work  per- 
formed, and  materiala  furnished,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  light-house  on  Execution  Rocks,  in  Long 
Island  sound,  by  order  of  the  engineer  in  charge, 
and  not  within  the  terms  of  a  contrast  executed 
by  Butler  for  the  construction  of  that  light-house. 

On  the  4th  day  of  August,  1847,  a  contract  was 
executed  between  Gornaius  W.  Lawrence,  super- 
intendent  of  light-houses,  Ac.,  in  behalf  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  Thomas  Butler,  for  the  construction 
by  Butler  of  a  light-house  on  Execution  Rocks, 
in  Long  Island  sound.  Amongother  things,  it  was 
provided  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  that  the 
work  should  be  dene  under  the  superintendence 
and  direction  of 'an  engineer,  to  be  appointed  by 
Lawrence  in  behalf  of  the  United  Stales,  and  that 
the  largest  and  most  suitable  of  the  several  rocks 
composing  the  group  called  Execution  Rocks, 
should  be  selected  for  the  site  of  the  building. 
The  contract  provided  for  the  construction  of  the 
foundation  as  follows:  "The  rtxik  not  being  of 
sufficient  extent  to  receive  the  full  Mze  of  the-baae 
building,  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made  up  with  con- 
crete, or  »(i(  grsntie,  well  bedded  in  hydraulic 
cement."  The  working  drawings,  accompanying 
the  specification,  also  show  that  the  foundation 
was  designed  to  be  built  of-iplU  stone.  It  appears 
by -the  evidence  accompanying  the  memorial  of 
Mr.  Butler,  that  by  the  direcuon  of  the  engineer 
appointed  by  the  superintendent  of  tight-houses 
to  Uike  charge  of  the  work,Aewn  eraniiewas  sub- 
stituted by  the  petitioner  in  the  foundation  for  the 
split  granite  mentioned  in  the  contract.  This  is 
distinctly  proved  by  the  testimony  of  William 
Brainerd. 

The  evidencepresented  establishes  that  the  stone 
was  cut  by  the  direction  of  the  engineer  employed 
in  behalf  of  thelTnited  Sutes;  that  the  cost  of 
cutting  it  was  twenty-fivecenis  per  superficial  foot; 
and  that  the  number  of  superficial  feet  cut  was 
nine  thousand  ani^five  hundred,  making  the  cost 
of  the  extra  work  in  nutting  i  he  stone,  $3,375. 

The  petitioner  claims  payment  for  other  items 
of  extra  work,  and  for  materials  furnished  not  in- 
cluded in  the  terms  of  the  contract,  viz: 
For  one  iron  ring,  23  feet  in  diameter,  2} 

inches  round,  and  letting  in,  cost f  160  00- 

One  iron  ring,  31  fret  in  diameter,  1} 

inches  round,  and  letting  in,  cost. . . .  110  05 
Four  hundred  ^on^ds  of  copper  dowels, 

put  in  lower  courses, -at  twenty-five 

cents  per  pound 100  00 

Drilling  holes   for  the   same   in  eight 

courses  of  stone i23  00 

Iron  clamps  in  basement  and  over  win- 
dows       45  00 


Total |547  00 

It  is  dear  that  the  petitioner  was  not  required  by 
the  contract  to  furnish  these  materials  and  work. 
Besides  other  proof  in  support  of  the  latter  items 
of  charge,  the  engineer  who  had  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  work  during  the  latter  portion  of  the 
time  when  the  light-house  was  being  constructed, 
certifies  to  the  correctness  of  the  charges  for-  the 
extra  work  and  materials,  and  states  that  they 
were  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  strength  and 
safety  of  the  light- house. 

The  petitioner  has  given  reasons  satisfactory  to 
the  committee  why  these  charges  were  not  pre- 
sented'in  season  to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropri- 
tition  for  the  light-house.  Mr.  Norris,  the  engineer 
who  originally  had  charge  of  the  work,  left  for 
Califomu,  in  December,  1848,  after  the  founda- 
tions were  laid,  and  the  extra  work  charged  for 
was  performed,  so  that  the  petitioner  could  not 
obtain  the  necessarjr  report  or  certificate  from  the 
engine.er  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  allowance  of 
his  charges  at  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Butler  also  claims  ^,000  for  damages  for 
delay  of  the  work  for  nine  months,  on  account  of 
the  site  for  the  light-house  not  having  been  fixed 
by  the  United  Slates;  and  the  further  sumof  ^588 
charged  to  him  by  the  accounting  officers  ot  the 
Treasury,  and  deducted  from  the  amount  payable 
by  contract  for  extra  time  of  the  engineer  em- 
ployed to  superintend  the  work.  He  has  not 
prssentsd  satisfactory  evidsoos  in  support  of  the 
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latter  claims;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  from  cor- 
respondence of  the  committee  with  the  Fifth  Au- 
ditor, that  the  delay  in  fixing  the  site  for  the 
light-house  was  causeil  by  the  petitioner.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  the  two  latter  items 
shriuld  not  be  allowed. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

LIEUTENANT  R.  E.  COCHRANE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Sally  T.  B.  Coch- 
rane, widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant  R.  E.  Coch- 
rane, United   States    Army,    reported    from    the  ; 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  was  read  a  second  ■ 
time,  and    considered    as   in   Committee  of  the  ) 
Whole.  I 

The  bill  appropriates  the  sum  of  $150  to  Mrs. 
Cochrane,  the  value  of  a  horse  belonging  to  Lieu-  | 
tenant  Cochrane,  which  was  used  for  express 
riding  in  the  public  service  by  order  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Garland,  United  States  Army,  at  Fort 
Smith,  in  1841,  and  died  in  consequence  of  that 
service. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Garland,  of  the  fourth 
infantry,  certifies  that  the  horse  was  employed  by 
him  on  public  service^o  take  an  express  from  Van 
Buren  to  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 

The  claim  is  supported  by  the  certificate  of  E. 
H.  Abadie, assistant  surgeon  United  States  Army, 
who  says,  that  whilst  he  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  seven  companies  of  the  fourth 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel John  Garland,  arrived  at  that  post  from  Fort 
Gibson,  on  the  19th  September,  1841,  en  route  for 
Florida.  The  same  night  they  embarked  on  board 
the  steamer  Artizan,  and  left  Fort  Smith  some 
time  on  the  20th.  At  a  point  below  Van  Buren, 
some  fifteen  miles,  more  or  less,  the  boat  was 
snagged,  and  sunk  on  a  sand  bar,  where  she 
grounded — unable  to  proceed  further.  On  or  about 
the  21»t  September,  hearing  of  the  situation  of  the 
boat  and  troops.  Lieutenant  R.  E.  Cochrane, 
acting  assistant  quartermaster  at  the  post,  and  he, 
rode  some  seventeen  miles  across  the  woods,  to 
where  they  lay.  Lieutenant  (Joclirane  riding  hit 
own  knrse,  a  fine,  high-spirited  animal,  which  had 
been  sold  a  few  weeks  previous.  Lieutenant  Coch- 
rane purchasing  him.  Whilst  at  the  boat.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Garland  sent  an  express, a  soldier, 
on  Lieutenant  Cochrane's  horse,  across  to  Van 
Buren;  thence  across  the  river  again  to  Fort 
Smith,  back  to  the  boat.  On  starting  to  return  to 
tfte  fort,  the  same  evening,  it  was  apparent  that 
Lieutenant  Cochrane's  horse  was  sick.  With 
difficulty  they  got  back  to  the  garrison  in  a  walk. 
Two  hours  after  their  return  the  horse  was  dead. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  This  is  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  widow  of  a  public  officer,  who  served  in 
the  Mexican  war, and  died  atResacadela  Palma, 
1  believe,  or  Palto  Alto.  It  is  for  the  loss  of  a 
horse,  and  the  sum  is  only  §150.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  pass  it.  The  proof  is  ample.  It  has 
heretofore  passed  the  Senate,  and  is  now  reported 
unanimously  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered   to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
THOMAS  B.  PARSONS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parsons, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accounting 
oflicers  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  Thomas  B.  Par- 
sons, who  was  disabled  while  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  successful  eflbrt  to 
(save  the  lives  of  seven  persons,  three  dollars  per 
month  from  the  Ist  of  September,  1808,  to  the  1st 
of  June,  J835,  as  the  difference  between  the  rate 
of  pension  of  a  seaman  and  that  of  a  coxswain, 
which  grade  he  filled  at  the  time  of  the  injury. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

AMOS  KNAPP. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Knapp,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
pay  to  Amos  Knapp  a  sum  equal  to  eleven  dollars 


per  month  from  the  1st  of  July,  1848;  and  it  in- 
creases his  pension,  granted  by  act  of  July  12, 
1852,  to  the  rate  of  eleven  dollars  per  month,  to 
continue  during  his  natural  life. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1852,  an  act  was  passed, 
placing  the  name  of  petitioner  on  the  pension 
rolls,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  to  take 
eflect  from  its  passage.  By  a  certificate  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  proved 
that  Knapp's  papers,  upon  which  the  relief  was 
finally  granted,  ill  1852,  were  presented  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  in  April, 
1848,  with  the  exception  of  a  certificate  of  Hon. 
A.  M.  Schermerhorn,  that  the  signatures  to  his 
petition  were  genuine.  The  petitioner  now  prays 
that  his  pension  may  be  made  to  commence  at  the 
time  when  he  presented  the  evidence,  with  the  ex- 
ception referred  to,  upon  which  the  act  of  1852 
was  based. 

The  evidence  is  also  clear,  and  of  the  highest 
character,  (being  of  record  as  certified  by  Assist- 
ant Adjutant  General  Thomas,  and  by  Third 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  Gallaher,)  that  Knapp 
wos  a  ser^foni  (and  not  a  private)  in  the  thirty- 
first  infantry  of  the  war  establishment  of  1812; 
and,  as  such,  as  shown  by  the  pay-tables,  was 
entitled  to  and  received  eleven  dollars  per  month. 
It  also  further  is  shown  by  the  papers  accompany- 
ing the  petition,  that  he,  while  in  the  service  and 
in  the  line  of  his  duty,  incurred  rheumatism, 
which  resulted,  after  his  honorable  discharge,  in 
total  disability. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

GEORGE  MORELL. 

The  bill  to  provide  compensation  for  the  services 
of  George  Morell  iri  adjusting  titles  to  land  in 
Michigan,  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  Maria  Morell,  widow  of  George  Mo- 
rell, late  a  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  for  his  services  in  ascertaining, 
adjusting,  and  settling  claims  to  land,  and  per- 
forming other  duties  in  conformity  with  several 
laws,  at  the  rate  of  $500  per  annum,  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment  as  a  judge  of  the  United 
States  for  that  Territory,  to  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, 183G. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ABIGAIL  STAFFORD. 

The  next  on  the  Calendar  was  the  joint  resolu- 
tion explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Abigail  Stafford;"  which  had  been 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD  and  Mr.  BRIGHT  objected  to 
its  consideration;  and  it  was  passed  over, 
BENEDICT  J.   HEARD. 

The  next  on  the  Calendar  was  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Benedict  J.  Heard;  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  something  to  say  on 
that. 

The  bill  was  passed  over. 

LYMAN  N.  COOK. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
for  the  relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  directs  the  name  of  Lyman  N.  Cook  to  be 
placed  on  the  pension  roll  of  the  United  States  al 
the  rate  of  $32  50  per  month  during  his  natural 
life. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ISRAEL  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  report  a  private  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.  It  is  a  small  bill,  and 
1  ask  for  its  immediate  consideration. 

The  bill  was  received  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  Israel  Johnson,  of  Cass  couuty,  Indi- 
ana, $570, 


Johnson  alleges  that,  at  the  time  of  the  attempied 
treaty  with  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  in  1833, 
he,  at  the  request,  and  under  the  direction  of  Gen- 
eral William  .Marshall,  Indian  agent,  and  Nicholas 
D.  Grover,  siib-iigent,  hauled  from  Loeonsport  to 
the  forks  of  the  Wabash,  three  loads  of  bagL'nee, 
for  which  he  waslo  receive $45 each, making)jl3S 
in  all.  Also,  that,  by  the  orders  of  the  s:inie  parties, 
he  hauled  one  load  of  bagpge  from  the  treaty 
ground  at  the  forks  of  the  Wabash,  to  the  pay- 
mentground  of  the  Potlowatomies,  on  the  Tippe- 
canoe river,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  $45;  also, 
being  a  hotel-keeper  at  Logansport,  he  entertained 
and  kept  a  large  number  of  Indians  for  some  time 
prior  to  the  attempted  treaty,  for  which  he  charges. 
$220;  also,  that,  while  the  Indians  were  in  coun- 
cil, he  gave,  by  direction  of  the  agent,  a  public 
dinner  to  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes,  for  which  he 
charges  $75;  also,  that  he  was  employed  to  trans- 
port six  boys  of  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  to  Mad- 
ison, on  their  way  to  the  Choctaw  Academy,  for 
which  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  be  paid  $100. 
The  evidence  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  ilie  truth 
of  the  allegations.  Among  the  affidavits,  Mr. 
Grover,  the  sub-agent,  who  was  on  the  ground, 
bears  testimony  to  the  service,  and  the  reason- 
obleness  of  the  compensation. 

When  the  accounts  pertaining  to  the  commis- 
sion were  presented  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  War  DepartQient,  Johnson's  ac- 
counts were  omitted;  and  theomissionisaccounteil 
for  by  the  fact  that  upon  the  failure  of  the  treaty, 
the  commissioners  hurriedly  made  up  their  ac- 
counts during  the  night  following,  and  left  their 
treaty  ground  early  the  next  morning,  while  John- 
son was  absent  from  the  ground.  No  part  of  the 
claim  has  been  paid  by  the  United  States,  but  al- 
lowances for  precisely  similar  services  have  been 
made  to  others  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  commission. 

The  ol'jection  to  the  payment  at  the  War«De- 
partment  is,  that  the  accounts  are  not  approved 
oy  the  whole  Board  of  Commissioners,  three  in 
number.  The  evidence  before  the  committee  shows 
that  tlie  agent  for  the  Indians,  General  Marshall, 
from  the  fact  that  the  other  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
mission were  strangers  to  the  Indians  ond  the 
whites  in  the  neighborhood,  wos  the  active  and 
acting  man,  and  made  all  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. 

It  was  through  no  fault  of  Johnson  that  the  ac- 
counts were  not  laid  before  the  board,  but  it  was 
the  result  of  the  neglect  of  General  Marshall, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  have  done  so  in  Johnson's 
absence,  as  Marshall  had  required  theservicesand 
been  furnished  with  the  accounts. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

CAPTAIN  HOOE. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of  Emelie  Hooe,  widow  of  Captain 
Hooe,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  place  upon  the  pension  list  the  name  of 
Emelie  Hooe,  widow  of  Brevet  Major  Alexander 
S.  Hooe,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  whose 
death  was  occasioned  by  a  wound  receive*!  in  the 
battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
184G,  and  allow  her  per  month  the  half  pay  of  a 
captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  ten 
years,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  January,  1854; 
but  the  pension  is  to  cease  if  she  die  in  the  mean' 
time. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

UTICA  STEAM  WOOLEN  COMPANY. 

The  Senote,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  the  Utica  Steam 
Woolen  Company.  It  appropriates  $1,181  16  to 
the  Utica  Steam  Woolen  Company,  of  Utica,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  full  of  their  account 
for  interest  on  goods  furnished  to  the  Q.UBrlennaa- 
ter's  Department. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  called  for  the  reading   of  Uml 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  it 
accordingly  read. 

It  appears  that  in  1851  the  company  mafl* 
a  contract  with  G.  H.  Crossman,  quartermas- 
ter, in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  furnish  cer- 
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lain  bro«dcloths,  to  be  used  for  making  clothing 
fur  lilt  Army,  and  that  tiiey  were  to  he  paid  from 
t.nie  tutime,  as  the  ^oods  were  dehvered.  The 
lOiilraci  wan  fulfilled  by  the  company;  but,  by 
trasoii  of  the  late  period  at  which  the  appropria- 
lioo  bills  for  that  year  were  passed,  the  money 
vu  not  ready  until  some  lime  after  the  delivery 
of  die  cloths.  The  claim  is  for  interest  oh  the 
pnncipal  sum,  from  the  lime  of  the  delivery  of 
ihejroods,  when  the  money,  by  the  terms  of  the 
onlract,  became  payable,  to  the  time  when  the 

ivment  was  actually  made. 

Sir.  BRIGHT.     It  appears  to  me  that  there 

»I  be  something  wrong  about  this  bill.     This 

nTcrnment  always  has  money  enough  in  the 
TrM.iiiry  to  satisfy  all  demands  of  that  kind;  and 
I  apprehend  that,  on  looking  into  the  matter,  it 

nil  be  found  that  the  laches  was  on  the  part  of 
claimants.  I  object,  therefore,  to  the  consid- 
ion  of  this  bill,  until  I  can  have  an  opportunity 

looking  into  it. 

The  bill  waa  accordingly  passed  over. 

CAPTAIN  PHILIP  F.  VOORHEES. 
The  next  bill,  which  was  one  for  the  relief  of 
plain  Philip  F.  Voorhees,  United  States  Navy, 
objected  to  by  Mr.  SLiDeLL,and  passed  over. 

OTWAY  H.  BERRY.MAN. 
'The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oiway  H.  Berryman, 
_^»ported  from  the  Commiliee  on   Naval  AtTairs, 
"was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Stuart,  and  passed  over. 
RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 
The  PRESIDENT.     The  next  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar is  one  for  settling  the  claim  of  the  legal  rep- 
reseniatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased. 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  have  looked  into  that  case, 

tod  I  desire  that  the  bill  may  be  passed  over.  The 

rommmee  have  allowed  the  man  more  than  he  is 

tniji](d  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  bill  will  be  passed 

JOHN  S.  WILSON. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Wilson,  re- 
forled  from    the   Committee    on    Private    Land 
Ctaims,  was  read  s  second  time. 

h  propose*  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  John  S.  Wilson  the  suni  of 
-SX),  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
rn-,tn,frora  the  17th  of  May,  18-ii,  in  full  com- 
on  to  him  for  damages  sustained  by  being 
of  his  title,  derived  by  patent  from  the 
ii.r.i  States,  to  the  east  half  of  section  twenty- 
■fo  and  west  half  of  section    twenty-three,  m 
■'jwnship  fifty-two  north,  of  range  one  east,  of 
the  fifth  pnocifiai   meridian   in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, by  the  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
"Tniied  States,  in  favor  of  the  devisees  of  Augusts 
teau,  at  the  January  term  in  1835. 
Mr.  BAYARD.     1  must  move  to  amend  that 
II.    I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  it,  if  the  amend- 
ment can  be  adopted.     I  move  to  strike  out  the 
ords  "  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six 
':en  turn  per  annum  from  the  17th  day  of  May, 

r.  BADGER.  Then  I  object  to  theconsider- 
n  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    My  colleague,  who  is 
vl  here  to-day,  from  indisposition,  asked  me  to 
■■luest  tliat  the  bill  might  be  laid  over. 
The  PRESIDENT.    The  bill  will  be  paas^ 
ver. 

HEZEklAH  JOHNSON. 
The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
if  of  Hezekiah  Johnson,  of  the  town  of 
j.ater,  in  the  Slate  of  Vermont,  reported 
m  ihe  Committee  on  Pensions,  was  considered 
-  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Ii  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inferior 
cause  the  name  of  H .  Johnson  to  be  placed  upon 
'.  roll  of  invalid  pensioners,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
')lar8  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  IstonJan- 
'^,  1853,  and  to  continue  during  his  life. 
The  bill   was  reported  to    the  Senate  without 
tmendment,  ordered    to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER, 
(r.  BADGER.     Mr.  President,  although  this 
tjeuion  day,  as  we  call  it,  I  hope  there  will  be 

objertior.  to  my  making  the  usual  motion  that, 

•lien  the  Senate  adjourn  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on 
•nday  next. 
ihe  motion  waa  agreed  to. 
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LIEUTENANT  JAMES  A.  DEANT. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Deany ,  widow  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant James  A.  Uenny ,  of  the  United  Stares  Army, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
place  the  name  of  Mary  Deany  upon  the  pension 
rolls,  and  cause  to  be  paid  to  her  the  sum  of  fifteen 
dollars  a  month,  for  ten  years,  commencing  Jan- 
uary 1, 1853;  but  in  case  of  her  marriage  or  death, 
the  pension  is  to  be  paid  to  her  two  children,  or  the 
survivor  of  them. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  reported  an  amend- 
ment, to  add  the  words  "  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,"  80  that  the  pension  shall  cease  when  the 
survivor  attains  that  age. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  ihe  Senate  as  amended,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in.  The  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time.     It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

AARON  STAFFORD.  * 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Stafford. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  place  the  name  of  Aaron  Stafford  on  the 
roll  of  invalid  pensioners,  and  to  pay  him  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  dollars  a  month,  from  and  afier  the 
4th  of  March,  1848,  and  to  continue  during  his 
natural  life,  but  all  sums  are  to  bededucted  which 
he  has  received  as  an  invalid  pensioner  since  the 
4ih  of  March,  1848,  and  all  acts  h'erelofore  passed 
for  his  relief  are  repealed. 

The  petitioner  held  a  commission  as  adjutant 
on  the  13ih  day  of  October,  1813,  in  thesixteenih 
detached  regiment  of  ihe  militia  of  New  York,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain.  In  that  capacity  he  vol- 
unteered on  that  day,  with  about  two  hundred  men, 
j  to  cross  over  from  Lewiston  ioQ,ueensiuwn,and 
he  was  engaged  in  the  storming  of  dueenslown 
Heights,  and  in  that  battle  on  that  day.  While 
he  was  so  engaged  he  received  four  severe  and 
dangerous  wounds — one  above  the  right  temple, 
from  a  musket  ball;  another  from  a  bullet  passing 
through  his  right  thigh;  a  third  from  a  musket 
ball  in  the  left  shoulder;  and  a  fourth  from  a  grape 
shot,  in  his  left  thigh.  But,  notwithstanding  the 
first  three  wounds,  he  continued  fighting,  and  urg- 
ing on  his  men,  until  struck  in  the  lefi  thigh  with 
a.  grapq  shot.  The  wound  received  by  the  grape 
shot  was  so  severe  that  it  knocked  him  down  the 
bank  of  the  Niagara  river,  about  one  third  of  the 
way  to  the  water,  and  he  was  only  saved  from 
being  precipitated  into  the  river  by  grasping  with 
his  right  hand  a  shrub,  and  thereby  saving  his 
life;  and  in  the  general  surrender  of  all  the  forces 
on  that  field  he  waa  helped  from  his  perilous  posi- 
tion, and  delivered  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the 
enemy.  ' 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

SILAS  CHAMPION. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
provide  a  pension  for  Silas  Champion,  of  Genesee 
county,  m  the  State  of  New  York,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  waa  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  entitle  him,  as  an  invalid  pen- 
sioner, to  eight  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
from  January  1,  18.52.  i 

Champion  was  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont; and  on  the  7th  of  September,  1814,  he  vol- 
unteered for  the  defense  of  Plattsburg.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  the  Saranac  on  the  11th  of  that 
month  as  one  of  the  advanced  guard,  and  aided  in 
driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  river  Saranac.  I 
The  night  after  the  battle  the  force,  of  which  he 
was  a  part,  were  compelled  to  lie  upon  the  ground 
in  the  open  air,  without  lent  or  blanket,  with  their 
muskets  in  their  arms,  to  guard  the  ford  of  the 
river  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  again  crossing, 
exposed  through  the  whole  night  to  a  cold,  drench- 
ing rain.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  been  a  stout  and 
healthy  man,  but  upon  the  morning  of  Ihe  12ih 
September,  1814,  after  the  battle  and  this  night  of 
exposure,  he  was  found  laboring  under  a  violent 
utiack  of  intiammatory  rheumatism  and  fever,  was 
carried  home  by  his  father,  suffered  much,  and 
finally  lost  entirely  the  use  of  his  right  leg,  and  is 
I  totally  disqualifiecl  from  performing  manual  labor. 


He  applied  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  for 
relief,  but  it  was  refused  upon  the  ground  that  he 
had  not  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  which  fact  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  show  to  bring  his  case  within  any  ex- 
isting law  upon  the  subject. 

The  proof  of  the  case  shows,  that  the  then 
Governor  of  Vermont,  being  opposed  to  the  war, 
refused  to  call  out  the  militia  in  defense  of  the 
country,  and  that  the  petiiioner  and  his  conil:>an- 
ions  in  arms  were  induced  to  volunteer  from  in- 
formation received  by  a  dispatch  from  General 
Macomb,  then  stationed  at  Plattsburg.  This 
dispatch  brought  the  intelligence,  on  the  7th  Sep- 
tember, 1814,  that  the  enemy,  with  a  force  of 
about  six  times  the  number  of  the  American  army 
stationed  there,  were  making  a  descent  upon  that 
place.  Upon  this  emergency  the  petitioner  and 
his  companions  in  arms  voluiiteereti  of  their  own 
accord,  and  at  iheir  own  expense,  and  marched 
immediately  to  the  scene  of  action,  where  they 
rendered  efficient  service  to  the  county,  though 
they  were  not  formally  and  regularly  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales;  and  for  that 
service  they  have  received  no  pay. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  B.  EDWARDS. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  William 
B.  Edwards. 

It  proposes  to  require  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior to  place  the  name  of  W.  B.  Edwards  on 
the  pension  roll,  at  the  rate  of  eieht  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1854, 
and  coniinue  during  his  natural  life. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MARY  CARLTON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Carlton,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  waa  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  place  the  name  of  Mary  Carlton  on  the 
list  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-four  dollars  a  year,  to  commence  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1838,  and  to  continue  during  her 
natural  life. 

Moses  Carlton,  the  husband  of  the  petitioner, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The 
precise  day  of  his  enlistment  is  not  shown;  but  it 
IS  shown  that  he  marched  on  the25(h  day  of  June, 
1780,  from  the  town  of  Bradford,  Massachusetts, 
and  waa  discharged  from  service  on  the  lUth  day 
of  December  following,  twelve  days  being  allowed 
him,  in  addition,  to  return  home.  This  period 
falls  three  days  short  of  six  months' service;  but 
the  committee  think  the  presumption  is  very  strong 
that  he  enlisted  at  least  three  days  before  he 
marched  with  his  detachment. 

The  bill  was  reported   to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to   be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a.  third  time,  and  passed. 
COMMANDER  G.   I.  PENDERGRAST. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commander  G.  I.  Pen- 
dergraat,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  was  read  n  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  ascertain, allow,  and  pay  to  Pen- 
dergrast,  the  reasonable  expenses,  not  exceeding 
$3011,  incurred  by  him  for  necessary  medical  atten- 
tion during  his  command  of  the  navy-yard  at 
Memphis,  and  while  no  surgeon  was  ou  duly  at 
that  station. 

The  memorialist,  commanding  the  navy-yar4 
at  Memphis,  was  on  several  occasions  ill,  and 
compelled  to  employ  medical  aid.  There  was  no 
surgeon  attached  to  or  near  the  post,  and  both 
himself  and  his  subordinate  officer  were  conn 
strained  to  seek  ibe  services  of  a  private  physi- 
cian; and  the  expenses  thus  incurred  amounted 
to  about  iSOO. 

The  bill  wos  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thir4 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed- 
ISAAC  COOK  AND  OTHERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Cook  and  othersi 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Batikp,  and  pasaed  over. 
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LIEUTENANT  JOHN  E.  BISPHAM. 

TheSenBie.BS  in  Commiiteeof  the  Whole,  pro- 
crrded  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  executors  of  the  late  Lieutenant  John 
E.  Bispham. 

It  proposes  to  appropriate  $913  69,  to  be  paid 
Caleb  J.  Good,  executor  of  John  E.  Bispham, 
late  of  the  United  Stales  Navy,  deceased,  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  decraf^ed  in  n  suit  arising 
out  of  the  seizure  of  the  bri^  Malaga,  oft'  the  coast 
of  Africa,  by  the  United  States  brit;  Boxer,  while 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Bispham. 

In  April,  1846,  Bispham,  being  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  United  Slates  brig  Boxer,  board- 
ed and  took  possession  of  the  brig  Malaga,  on 
the  coa3t  of  Africa.  The  seizure  wns  made  under 
the  belief  that  the  Malaga  was  about  to  engoge 
in  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  that  c^iast,  and 
was  made  in  good  faith,  under  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  produce  a  very  strong  suspicion  against 
the  vessel  seized.  The  Malaga  was  sent  to  the 
district  of  Massanhuselta,  and  was  libeled  on  the 
16th  of  June,  1846,  but,  on  motion  of  the  district 
attorney,  the  libel  was  discontinued.  On  the  17th 
of  July,  1847,  a  suit  was  instituted  by  the  owners 
of  the  Malasa  against  Bispham  for  the  seizure, 
which,  after  full  argument  and  trial,  wa^  dismissed 
with  cost.-^.  ■  The  cosi.s,  as  originally  taxed  by  the 
clerk,  included  §500  for  counsel  fees.  The  libel- 
ants appealed  from  the  taxation,  and  it  was  after- 
wards decided  th»t  '*  counsel  fees  should*  not  be 
allowed  as  costs,  there  being  no  fund  in  court." 
In  defending  the  suit,  Lieutenant  Bispham  waa 
compelled  to  employ  counsel,  and  also  to  incur 
other  necessary  expenses,  which  it  is  thought  it 
is  the  duty  of  Government  to  reimburse. 

The   bill  was  reported    to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 
,  THOMAS  S.  RUSSELL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  S.  Russell, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflnira, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  ^ 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  ijccoiinting  offi- 
cers to  audit  the  account  of  Thomas  S.  Russell, 
late  an  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  in 
Colonel  Brisbane's  regiment  of  Florida  volunteers, 
and  pay  whatever  amount  may  be  found  due  to 
him,  notwithstanding  the  irregularity  of  his  ap- 
pointment, and  although  his  name  does  not  appear 
upon  the  rolls  as  one  of  the  stalTof  Colonel  Bris- 
bane. The  amount,  however,  is  not  to  exceed  the 
pay  of  an  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence 
from  the  18ih  of  February  to  ^he  10;h  of  May, 
1836. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  METCALF. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Metcalf,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

It  proposes  to  appropriate  to  John  Metcalf, 
$1,^250,  in  full  coiii|ieiisation  for  a  quantity  of 
gooda  belonging  to  hini,  which  were  lost  or  de- 
stroyed in  consequence  of  the  impressment  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Brown,  of  the  schooner  Tempest,  at  Buffalo, 
in  the  summer  of  1814. 

Mr.  BAYARD  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  over. 

BENJAMIN  ROWE. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr  Adami  in 
the  chair.)  The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  is  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Rowe:  which  has  been  reported 
upon  adversely  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  being  the  case,  I  suppose 
the  bill  had  better  be  passed  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
go  over. 

JOHN  HAMILTON. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
upon  the  Calendar  i.>i  one  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  John  Hamilton;  which 
has  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions adversely. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Ought  not  that  report  to  be 
acted  upon,  unless  some  Senator  dissents  from  it, 
and  desires  to  discuss  it  f    Should  not  the  action 


of  the  Senate  be  had  upon  it  now,  if  no  one  pro- 
poses to  debate  it.^ 

Tha  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  being 
objection  day,  no  other  business  is  proper  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  but  bills  which  are 
not  objected  to.  This  bill  has  been  reported  upon 
adversely,  and  a  day  has  already  been  set  apart 
for  the  consideration  of  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  That  applies, as  I  understand, 
to  the  rase  of  adverse  reports,  where  there  is  no 
bill — reports  made  upon  petitions  alone. 

Mr.  STUART.  My  understanding  was  that 
it  was  only  to  adverse  reports  upon  petitions. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection  being 
made  the  bill  will  be  passed  over. 
ALTON  NELSON. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  Alton  Nelson,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposea  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  place  the  name  of  Alton  Nelson,  of  the 
county  of  Warren,  and  State  of  New  York,  on 
the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners,  at  eight  dollars  a 
month,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1853. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

SUSAN  COODY  AND  OTHERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Coody  and  others, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
was  read  a  8ecni)d  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposesto  pay  $1,992  62  to  Susan  Coody  and 
others,  for  properly  destroyed  near  Fort  Gibson, 
by  United  .States  soldiers,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1845,  in  the  proportion  and  sums  respectively  due 
them,  according  to 'the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AlTairs  of  the  Senate,  of  June  24,  1850. 

Susan  Coody  and  Richard  Field  were  living  on 
the  military  reserve,  near  Fort  Madison,  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1845,  when  their  houses  were 
burnt  by  armed  bands  of  soldiers  who  were  after- 
wards tried  and  convicted  by  the  United  Slates 
district  court  for  Arkansas,  for  that  crime.  The 
destruction  of  the  houses  was  accompanied  also 
by  ihe  loss  of  their  contents,  which  consisted  of 
furniture,  household  clothing,  and  kitchen  uten- 
sils, an  enumeration  of  which,  considered  by  the 
committee  to  be  reasonable  and  fair,  waa  taken 
before  the  agent  of  ihe  United  States  for  iheCher- 
okees.  The  proof  does  not  implicate  either  one 
of  the  persons  asking  remuneration,  in  the  causes 
which  led  lo  the  disturbance.  On  thecontrary,  it 
exempts  Mrs.  Coody  from  any  such  conneciion. 
The  agent  fully  indorses  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
and  recommends  the  payment,  except  that  of 
Richard  Field  in  which  happened  the  affair  which 
led  to  a  brutal  attack  on  the  women  and  children, 
some  of  whom  were  badly  wounded. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aft'airs  declined 
the  payment  only  for  want  of  an  appropriation. 
The  various  amounts  of  losses  specified  in  the  re- 
port of  the  cominiitee  amount  to  $2,492  62,  from 
which  the  loss  and  amount  of  damages  alleged  to 
have  been  sustained  by  the  total  abandonment  of 
property  ($500)  is  deducted,  leaving  $1,993  62, 
for  whirji  the  bill  is  reported. 

Mr.  CHASE.     Let  that  pass  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection  be- 
ing made,  the  bill  must  go  over. 

STLVES,TER  PETTIBONE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Peltibone 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  that  Sylvester  Pettibone, 
of  Wisconsin,  and  his  real  and  personal  property, 
shall  be  released  and  relieved  from  a  judgment  tn 
favor  of  the  United  States,  obtained  against  him  in 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  Wiscon- 
sin, and  from  all  liens  and  encumbrances  created 
by  the  judgment;  with  a  provision,  however,  that 
the  cost  of  the  suit  in  wnich  the  judgment  was 
rendered  shall  first  be  paid  by  him,  together  with 
the  further  sum  of$500  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  see  that  that  bill  has  never 
undergone  the  investigation  of  a  committee.  It 
proposes  to  release  property  from  the  efl'ect  of  a 
judgment.  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
that  order  will  be  made. 


Subsequently  Mr.  WALKER  said:  I  did  not 
notice  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan to  refer  the  hill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
i  diciary.  If  he  will  give  his  attention  to  me  for  a 
moment,  I  think  he  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Ms.  BADGER.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  referred. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator  from  Wiaconsiii 
can  make  his  statement  now. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  is  the  case,  in  regard  to 
which  I  made  a  short  statement  the  other  day. 
Mr.  Pettibone  is  a  very  old  man;  he  became  se- 
curity for  his  nephew,  who  was  arrested  for  pass- 
ing a  counterfeit  quarter  eagle  gokl  piece.  The 
bail  required  of  him  was  very  large;  the  nephew 
disappeared  somewhat  mysteriously,  and  Mr. 
Pettibone  has  never  been  able  to  produce  him. 
Suit  was  brought  against  him  in  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  judgment  of  $3,000 
was  rendered  againnt  him.  The  last  particle  of 
property  that  he  had  on  earth  has  been  sold  for 
It;  tne  equity  of  redemption  has  expired,  and  now 
it  is  proposed  to  relieve  him  upon  the  payment  of 
$500  or  $1,000.  All  the  injury  which  the  Gov- 
ernment sustained  was  the  passing  of  one  coun- 
terfeit quarter  eagle.  I  would  be  very  glad  if  I 
had  the  papers  here,  to  produce  them  to  the  Sen- 
ate, but  they  are  all  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. When  the  bill  goes  there  they  will  have 
possession  of  them. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  now  withdraw  the  motion 
to  refer.  ' 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  object  to  the  bill,  as  it  has 
not  been  referred  to  a  committee.  I  think  its 
principle  needs  examination. 

JAMES  EDWARDS  AND  OTHERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Edwards  and 
others,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered, 
as  In  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
ascertain,  by  the  best  evidence  which  the  nature 
of  the  rase  will  admit  of,  the  value  of  the  houses 
and  other  property  of  James  Edwards,  of  the  late 
Edward  M.  Wanton,  and  of  Nehemiah  Brush, 
destroyed  at  Micanopy,  Florida,  in  the  year  1836, 
by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  K.  Fierce,  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  post,  to  prevent  them 
from  fallinj?  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  that 
the  amount  so  ascertained  be  puid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
but  with  the  provision  that  the  amounts  so  to  be 
paid  shall  not  exceed  $2,482  32  in  the  case  of  Ed- 
wards; $1,813  50  in  the  case  of  Wanton,  or  $800 
in  the  case  of  Brush. 

It  appears,  by  an  official  copy  of  reports  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  K.  Pierce,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  to  his  commanding  officer.  Colonel 
J.  B.  Crane,  and  from  Colonel  Crane  to  the  War 
D^artment,that  Micanopy, in  Florida,  was  aban- 
doned on  the24th  of  August,  1836,  in  consequence 
of  the  inability  of  the  force  there  to  maintain  itself 
against  the  enemy;  and  in  pursuance  of  orxlera  to 
thut  effect.  Colonel  Pierce  states,  that  all  the  arti- 
cles, both  private  and  public,'  which  he  waa  com- 
pelled lo  leave  for  want  of  transportation,  he  or- 
dered to  be  destroyed,  to  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

A  part  of  the  property  thus  destroyed  has  been 
paid  for  by  direction  of  acts  of  Cnngres.s  for  th* 
relief  of  Charles  Waldon,  passed  March  3,  1843, 
and  of  George  Center,  passed  March  3,  1849.  It 
is  in  evidence,  and  satisfactorily  proved,  by  tha 
aflidavits  of  John  H.  Mcintosh,  Benjamin  Har- 
ris, Isaac  Lanier,  and  Charles  Waldron,  that  Ed- 
wards sustained  heavy  losses  by  the  destruction 
of  his  property,  consisting  of  houses,  furniturCi 
merchandise,  &c.,  at  Miconopy,  on  the  24ih  Ap- 
gust,  1836,  by  order  of  the  officer  in  command,  to 
prevent  the  spme  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
Ihe  enemy.  The  amount  of  his  damages  is  esti- 
mnled  at$2,482  32  Benjamin  Harn,  Isaac  Lan- 
ier. John  Dick,  and  Jesse  A.  Brush,  nil  testifying, 
under  oath,  that  the  houses,  merchandise,  toola, 
Ac,  &c.,  of  Wanton,  were  also  destroyed,  at  tha 
same  time  and  place,  by  the  same  order,  and    for 
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the  aame  purpoae.  '  And  hia  loas  is  eatiinated  at 
fl,612  50 

Jtmes  Ed  vards'a  testimony,  sastainine;  the  claim 
of  the  late  John  M.  Brush,  is,  that  the  said  Nehe- 
miah  Brush  owned  a  house  at  Micanopy  at  the 
time  of  its  abandonment;  that  thishouse  was  worth 
*flOO;  that  it  was  destroyed  by  order  of  Colonel  B. 
K.  Pierce  on  the  24th  of  Aueust,  1836.  The  wit- 
ness was  a  house  carpenter,  and  competent  to 
judge  of  the  value  of  the  bouse,  and  his  evidence 
IS  given  in  due  form  of  law.  He  further  testifies 
that  this  house,  though  it  belonged  to  Nehemiah 
Brush,  was  in  the  occupancy — rented  to — George 
Center,  who  has  been  paid  for  the  goods,  &e., 
destroyed  in  the  house. 

In  the  cases  of  Edwards  and  Wanton  the  wit- 
nesses testify  that,  by  permission  of  the  officers, 
their  goods,  furniture,  &c.,  were  removed  from 
their  houses  to  the  fort  for  greater  safety,  and  when 
the  fort  was  destroyed,  everything  it  contained 
Was  burnt  with  it. 

^  The  principle  is  fully  established  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress,  that  private  property,  destroyed 
by  a  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army  in  a  period  of  war,  should  be  paid  for.  The 
destrtiction  being  for  the  common  good  of  the  com- 
munity, the  loss  should  be  borne  in  common. 

Mr.  EVANS.  That  will  lead  to  some  discus- 
sion.   I  am  not  satisfied  with  it. 

The  PRESIDINa  OFFICER.  The  bUl  will 
be  passed  over. 

JAMES  WORMSLET. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wormsley,  re- 
ported from   the  Committee  on  Pensions,   was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  place  the  name  of  James  Wormsley  on  the 
roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  pay  him  the 
•unv  of  |96  per  annum  from  the  4th  of  July, 
1848,  and  during  his  natural  life. 

He  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
as  a  private  soldier,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  June,  1780,  fbr  six  months,  under  Lieutenant 
Johnson,  who  was  attached  to  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Christopher  Green,  and 
served  the  full  term  of  six  months,  when  he  was 
dischareed,  and  he  claims  a  pension  under  the  act 
of  7th  June,  1832.  Several  witnesses  have  testified 
that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  petitioner 
when  he  enlisted,  and  that  they  believe  he  served 
in  the  regiment  six  months,  as  stated  by  him.  It 
appears,  however,  from  the  records  on  fils  in  the 
Pension  Office,  that,  although  he  was  paid  for  six 
months'  service,  he  was  discharged  before  the  ex- 
piration of  six  months;  that  the  six  months' levies 
of  1780,  in  which  he  served,  commenced  iOih 
July,  and  were  discharged  on  the  lost  Monday  of 
November,  1780. 

The  act  of  7th  June,  1833,  provideafor  those 
only  who  served  and  received  pay  for  six  months. 
The  petitioner  having  served  only  about  five 
months,  is  not  Isgally  entitled  to  a  pension.  But 
having  been  willing  to  serve  out  the  term  for 
which  he  enlisted,  and  being  now  upwards  of 
eighty-ei^ht  years  of  age,  and  destitute  of  the 
means  of  support,  the  committee  think  that  he  is 
entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passsed. 

E.  J.  H'laNE. 

The  bill  forthe^eliefof  E.  J.  McLane,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  aa  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  require  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  E.  J.  McLane  or  his 
legal  representative,  $1,692  45,  being  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  nnd  expenses  as  inspector  of 
the  customs  in  the  eolleetinn  district  of  Brazos  d« 
St.  Ja(|;o,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  while  seizing  and 
detaining  horses  and  mules  smuggled  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  fVom  Mexico,  with  a  provision ,  however, 
that  he  shall  produce,  before  the  accounting  offi-  j 
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cers,  satisfactory  vouchers  for  the  same,  or  to  allow 
and  pay  such  part  as  shall  be  so  vouched. 

The  bill  was  reported   to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
WILLIAM  HARRIS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Harris,  of 
Georgia,  reported  firom  the  Committee  on  Military 
AfTairs,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper'  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  claim  of  Wil- 
liam Harris,  and  pay  him  for  his  services  in  the 
United  StStes  Auny  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he 
had  not  deserted  therefrom;  but  with  the  provi- 
sion that  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  a  sergeant  of  infantry,  from  the 
18ih  of  April,  1814,  to  the  2Sth  of  November, 
1816. 

Mr.  CHASE  objected  to  the  bill,  and  it  was 
passed  over. 

VASQUEZ  AND  COLLIGAN. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  legal  representatives  of 
Antoineyasquez,Hypolite  Vaequez,  Joseph  Vas- 
quez,  and  John  Colligan  to  enter  certain  lands  in 
Missouri,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  parties  named  to 
enter,  without  payment,  at  any  land  office  in  Mis- 
souri, in  such  quantities,  agreeably  to  the  United 
Stales  surveys,  as  the  claimants  may  desire,  a 
quantity  of  land  subject  to  private  entry,  not  ex- 
ceeding eight  hundred  arpens  for  each  of  the  three 
persons  first  named,  and  twelve  hundred  arpens 
for  Colligan,  in  lieu  of,  and  in  compensation  for, 
a  claim  of  that  quantity  allowed  to  them  by  the 
board  of  commissioners  appointed  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  confirmed  to  them  by  "An  act  con- 
firming claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  4,  1836, 
and  to  .direct  the  register  or  registers  of  the  land 
offices  to  receive  theproperapplicationssnd  proofs, 
and  issue  the  necessary  certificate  or  certificates, 
on  return  of  which  to  the  General  Land  Office, 
with  proofs  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  establish  the  right  of  the 
claimants  as  such  legal  representatives,  a  patent 
or  patents  shall  issue  as  in  other  coses. 

The  sons  of  Don  Benito  Vasquez,  viz:  Benito, 
Antoine,  Hypolite,  Joseph,  and  Pierre  Vasquez, 
claimed  eight  hundred  arpens  each  of  land  in  Mis- 
souri, by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  concession,  olleged 
to  have  been  made  in  1800.  In  1806  they  pre. 
sented  their  papers  and  proof  to  substantiate  their 
claim  before  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate such  claims,  and  in  1833  it  was  allowed  by 
the  board  appointed  under  the  act  of  the  9th  July, 
1832.  The  board  declare  themselves  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to 
the  claimants, or  their  legal  representatives,  accord- 
ing to  the  concession.  By  the  act  of  July  4, 1836, 
this,  with  other  decisions  in  favor  of  claimants  in 
the  report,  were  confirmed  by  Congress. 

Two  sons  of  Vasquez,  Benito  and  Pierre,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  had  located  their  lands 
before  the  board  acted  on  the  subject.  The  title 
to  the  premises  located  by  Benito,  under  the  con- 
cession, became  the  subject  of  adjudication  in  the 
case  of  Bissell  tn.  Penrose,  in  which  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  affirm  Al  the  title  under, 
the  grant.  The  two  sons  last  named,  having  re- 
ceived their  titles  under  the  concession,  have  no 
further  claim  on  the  Government. 

The  lands  conceded  to  Antoine,  Hypolite,  and 
Joseph  Vasquez,  were  not  surveyed  or  located 
when  approved  by  the  commissioners,  and  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July 
4,  1836.  This  act  excludes  from  its  operation 
most  of  the  cases  reported  upon  by  the  commis- 
sioners, in  which  the  locations  had  not  actually 
been  made;  but  this  claim,  either  by  oversight,  or 
because  it  bad  in  part  been  located,  was,  with  one 
or  two  others  of  a  similar  character,  confirmed  by 
the  act. 


In  the  cases  of  these  confirmed  claims,  where 
no  actual  location  of  the  premises  had  been  made, 
a  difficulty  was  found  by  the  Department  in  grant- 
ing the  land  confirmed  by  the  act  to  the  claimant. 
The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  Hon.  H. 
D.  Gilpin,  was  procured  on  the  subject,  in  which, 
after  examining  the  various  provisions  of  the  act, 
he  says:  "  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  first  section  of 
the  act  in  question  fully  confirms  and  gives  a  valH 
title  under  the'  grant  to  the  sons  of  Benito  Vas- 
quez; but  I  do  not  think  that  without  further  legis- 
lation the  same  can  be  located  upon  any  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States.  This  can  never^ 
be  done,  except  by  authority  from  the  Legislature; 
and  the  law  in  question,  though  it  confirms  the 
grant,  does  not  provide  for  its  location."  He 
further  adds,  that  •*  all  the  claims  confirmed  by 
the  first  section,  except  a  very  few,  were  located 
Spanish  grants;  for  them  the  second  and  third  sec- 
tions of  the  act  adequately  provide;  for  the  others 
no  provision  is  made.doubtlesa  from  accident;  but 
the  omission  is  one  that  can  only  be  supplied  by 
legislation. " 

The  claim  of  Colligan  for  twelve  hundred  arpens 
of  land  was  allowed  by  the  same  Board  of  Com-  ■ 
misHJoners  on  the  12ih  November,  1833,  and  Was 
confirmed  by  the  same  act  of  Congress,  of  July  4, 
1836.  This  case  presents  the  same  difficulty  as 
that  above  mentioned,  arising  from  the  want  of 
survey  and  location  before  confirmation. 

Aa  Congress  has  already  decided  on  the  merits 
of  these  claims,  and  has  made  Ih^grant  in  ques- 
tion, further  legislation  authorizing  the  perfecting 
of  the  same  by  location  on  public  lands  ought  to 
be  had.  In  no  other  way  can  they  obtain  the 
benefit  of  a  claim  decided  in  their  favor  by  the 
commissioners,  and  expressly  confirmed  by  act  of 
Congress. 

.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  A.  SLACUM. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  personal  represent- 
ative of  William  A.  Slacum,  iieceased,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  aa  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  is  designed  t(r  authorize  the  proper  ac-  > 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  and  ad- 
just the  account  of  the  late  William  A.  Slacum, 
and  to  pay  his  personal  representative,  in  addition 
to  what  Mr.  Slacum  received  in  his  lifetime,  his 
charges  for  expenses  inearred  in  visiting  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  years  1836  and  1837; 
but  the  amount  allowed  in  such  expenses  is  not  to 
exceed  |712  90.  It  is  also  proposed  to  pay  to  hia 
said  representativerss  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices rendered  totheUnited  States  by  Mr.  Slacum 
on  that  mission,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  diem, 
commencing  from  the  Ist  of  June,  1836,  and  con- 
tinuing to  the  15th  of  March,  1837;  but  thk amount 
of  pay  received  by  Mr.  Slacum  as  a  purser  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  during  the  period  of 
time  embraced  in  the  above  dates,  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  amount  of  that  per  diem  allowance. 

The  late  William  A.  Slacum  was  commissioned 
by  President  Van  Buren,  through  his  Secretary 
of  Stale,  Mr.  Forsyth,  by  his  letter  dated  11th  of 
November,  1835,  to  obtain  some  specific  and  au- 
thentic information  in  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Oregon  or 
Columbia  river,  and  generally  all  such  informa- 
tion in  that  region,  political,  physical,  statistical, 
and  geographiori,  as  might  prove  useful  or  inter- 
esting to  this  Government. 

In,purauance  of  this  commission,  Mr.  Slacum 
did,  jn  the  year  1836,  proceed  to  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, and  there  fulfilled  his  instructions,  and, in 
the  year  1837,  reported  the  results  of  hia  labors  ia 
his  narrative,  addressed  to  Secretary  Forsyth. 

The  claim  for  repayment  of  expenses  incurred 
and  paid  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  founded  upon  the  following  facts; 

That  not  being  able  to  procure  a  vessel  to  con- 
vey him  from  the  weal  coast  of  Mexico,  where  he 
commenced  to  perform  his  mission  up  the  coast 
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to  the  Columbia  river,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1836, 
Mr.  Slnciim  provided  liiniself  with  mules,  provis- 
ions, and  servants,  to  periorni  tlie  land  journey  to 
Oregon;  but  owln^  to  the  dilliculties  ond  dangers 
of  the  route  at  that  season  of  the  year,  (especially 
the  scorcity  of  water,)  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
it,  and  proceed  by  sea,  via  the  Sandwich  Iflanda. 
The  expenses  attending  these  preparations,  loss 
on  resale  of  mules,  &c.,  and  pay  of  servants, 
timouniing  to  the  sum  of  $135, make  the  first  item 
of  his  claim,  which  the  committee  think  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  second  ond  third  items  are  for  freight  and 

>insurancepaid  by  Mr.Slacum  on  §3,000 in  specie, 

Lof  his  own  funds,  conveyed  with  him  to  pay  Iiis 

.expenses,  and  all  of  which  was  devoted  to  the  use 

of  the  United  States;  and  for  interest  on  $3,231  of 

r.his  own  funds,  paid  by  him  in  expenses  incurred 

solely  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  as  ndmitled 

in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  the  Treasury 

'Department.      The   interest   claimed  is   on    this 

amount  from  the  time  he  so  applied  it  till  it  wos 

,<repaid  to  him  at  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 

upon  his  return  to  this  city.  These  items  together 

amount  to  the  sum  of  jji3ti0,  which  the  committee 

think  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  item  claimed  for  expenses  of  servant  from 
Mexico  to  this  city,  the  committee  think  ought 

•  not  to  be  allowed,  becouse  they  believe  JVIr.  Sla- 
cum  could  have  dispensed  with  liis  services. 

The  item  claiming  the  amount  distributed  in 
presents  to  Indians  and  others,  for  facilities  in  aid 
of  his  duties,  the  committee  think  is  reasonable, 
and  ought  to  be  allowed;  it  amounts  to  $198. 

The  memorialist  also  prays  such  compensation 
for  his  services  as  Congress  may  deem  them  to 
merit.  Although  no  remuneration  for  services  was 
promised  to  \lf.  Slacum  by  the  President,  yet  it 
IS  reasonable  and  just  that  some  compensation 
should  be  allowed  on  this  account.  Mr.  Slacum 
appears  to  have  performed  his  mission  with  dis- 
patch and  fidelity.  It  was  a.  duty  attended  with 
much  privation,  exposure,  and  peril;  it  was  per- 
formed during  the  most  inclement  season;  and  it 

•  was  fruitful  of  much  valuable  information  to  this 
Government,  and  of  great  benefit  to  our  citizens 
inhabiting  that  Territory. 

Mr.  BAYARD  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
Uie  bill;  and  it  was  passed  over. 

PRACTICAL  ANiESTHESIA. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  The  bill  to  recompense  the 
discoverer  of  practical  anrestheaia  has  been  passed 
over  by  the  Chair.     Is  it  not  a  private  bill.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  a  bill 
which  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  discussion.  The 
Chair  will,  however,  announce  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.    Let  it  pass  over. 
ALEXANDER  LEA. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Lea,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  directs  the  proper  accounting  oiScers  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  Alexander  Lea  the  sum  of 
$1,500,  being  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in  the 
destruction  of  the  light-house  on  Chandeleur 
Island,  in  August,  1852,  as  light-keeper,  if  it  shall 
be  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  ac- 
counting officers,  that  he  sustained  lo.sses  to  that 
amount;  or  to  pay  such  part  as  may  be  made  so 
to  appear. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time, and  passed. 

GIDEON   HOTCHKISS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  Hotchkis.^,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on   Patents  and  the 
iPatent  Ollice,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  con-  f 
sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  revives  the  letters  patent  granted  to 
Gideon  Hotchkiss,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1837,  for"n  new  ond  use- 
ful improvement  in  the  construction  of  reacting 
-  water-wheels  and  their  appendoges,"for  the  term 
'  of  fourteen  years  from  the  30th  of  November, 
1836,  and  extends  it  for  and  during  the  term  of 
seven  years. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  .Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

FRANCISCO  LOPE  URRIZA. 
The  bill  for  the  reliefof  Francisco  Lope  Urriza, 


reported  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relo- 
tions,  wos  read  a  secoed  time,  and  considered  iva 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

By  this  bill  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wiJI 
be  directed  to  pay  to  Francisco  Lope  Urriza, 
$10,250  as  full  compensation  for  the  value  of  the 
schooner  Juliu,  improperly  seized  while  lying  ut 
La  Paz  on  the  18th  of  September,  184G,  by  Com- 
mander S.  F.  Dupont  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Mr.  STUAllT  objected  to  the  bill;  and  it  was 
passed  over. 

DUSUAN  DE  LA  CROIX. 
The  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  Dusuan  de  la 
Croix  to  a  tract  of  land  therein  mentioned,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole. 

In  the  supplemental  report  of  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Jackson  court-house,  dated  December 
29,  1820,  communicated  to  the  Senate  February 
23,  1821,  it  is  stated  that  claim  number  four, 
in  said  report,  was,  "  inadvertently  omitted  in 
the  generol  report,"  made  on  the  Uih  of  July, 
lt20,  and  presented  to  the  Senate  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, same  year;  and  it  is  considered  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  by 
reason  of  that  omission,  the  claim  is  not  entitled 
to  the  confirmation  contained  in  the  act  of  May 
8,  1822,  confirming  the  general  report  of  1820. 
But  by  this  bill  it  is  proposed  to  confirm  the  claim 
to  DuBuan  de  la  Croix,  his  legal  representatives 
and  assigns,  according  to  the  Spanish  survey  re- 
ferred to  in  the  claim,  as  fully  ns  if  the  claim  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1822;  but  this  grant 
and  confirmation  ore  only  to  amount  to  a  relin- 
quishment, on  the  port  of  the  United  States,  of 
all  its  right  and  title  to  the  lot  of  land  thus  granted 
and  confirmed. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
JEMISON  AND  WILLIAMSON. 

The  bill  for  the  reliefof  Robert  Jemison  and 
Benjamin  Williamson,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

By  this  bill  the  Postmaster  General  will  be  au- 
thorized to  cause  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Jemison  and 
Benjamin  Williamson  the  same  amount  of  remu- 
neration for  carrying  the  United  Stales  moil  during 
twenty-six  weeks,  in  the  year  1636,  on  route  2,G96, 
from  Selma  to  Elyton,  Alabama,  a.s  the  original 
contractors  for  that  route  would  iiave  been  enti- 
tled to  receive  under  the  terms  of  their  contract. 

The  claimants  were  mail  contractors,  in  1836, 
to  carry  the  United  States  moil  on  route  2(i56, 
from  Montgomery,  via  Selma,  to  Tuscaloosa,  and 
in  consequence  of  disturbances  with  the  Creek 
Indians  were  required  to  carry  mails  not  belong- 
ing to  Iheir  contract.  Owing  to  failure  of  the  con- 
tractors on  route  269C,from  Selmu  to  Elyton,  they 
were  also  obliged  to  carry  the  mail  oversaid  route, 
for  which  they  never  had  contracted.  At  the  sec- 
ond session  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  Congress,  a  law 
was  passed  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  to  be  poid  to  ihe-in,  as  they  supposed  ot  the 
time,  the  volue  of  all  of  the  extra  service  thus 
performed;  but  that  officer,  in  acting  under  that 
law,  felt  himself  constrained,  by  its  terms,  to  re- 
strict the  allowance  to  the  extra  services  imposed 
by  the  Creek  dislurbivnces  only.  The  claimants 
now  ask  Congress  to  pass  o  law  allowing  them, 
in' addition  to  the  compensation  alieody  granted, 
the  remuneration  to  which  the  original  coiitroctors 
from  Selma  to  Elyton  would  have  been  entitled, 
during  the  same  time,  had  they  continued  to  com- 
ply with  their  ^ntrnct. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
named  in  that  bill,  Mr.  Williamson, is  dead;  and 
I  therefore  move  to  amend  it  by  inserting  before 
"Benjamin  Williamson"  the  words  "  llie  legal 
representatives  of." 

The  omendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engros.sedforothird 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
its  title  amended  so  as  to  read:  "A  bill  for  the 
reliefof  Robert  Jemison, and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Benjamin  Williamson." 

ALMANZON  HUSTON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Almanzon  Huston,  re- 


ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Foot  Office  and     ' 
Post  Roods,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  authorizes  the  Postmaster  General  to  examine 
the  claims  of  Almanzon  Huston  for  additional 
compensation  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Sabine- 
town  to  the  city  of  Houston,  and  from  Huntsville 
to  Woshingion,  in  the  Stoteof  Texas,  and  to  make 
such  allowance  as  he  moy  deem  just  and  erjuitable. 

Huston,  in  October,  1848,  became  the  8ub-con- 
tractor,  under  R.  W.  Martin,  to  carry  the  moil 
from  Sabinetown  to  San  Augustine,  in  the  Stale 
of  Texas,  in  two-horse  postcoaches,  (adistance  of 
twenty-eight  miles,)  at  an  annual  compensation  of 
$575.  About  the  same  time  he  became  a  Bub-con- 
iructor,  under  G.  W.  Grant,  to  carry  the  mails 
from  San  Augustine  to  the  city  of  Houston,  a 
distance  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  in 
two-horse  coaches,  and  a  horse  mail  fronti  Hunts- 
ville to  Washington,  about  seventy-five  miles, 
for  the  annual  compensation  of  $5,100.  Soon 
afterwards  the  service  from  Huntsville  to  Wash- 
ington was  increased  to  two-horse  coach  service, 
and  on  additional  allowance  was  made  to  him  by 
the  Postmaster  General  of  $750;  an  increase  of 
speed  was  also  ordered,  from  seven  to  five  days, 
on  the  lines,  for  which  an  additional  allowance  of 
$500  was  mode.  It  appears  that  the  mails  in- 
creased so  much  in  weight  that  he  was  compelled, 
in  November,  1848,  to  place  four-horse  coaches 
upon  the  lines.  It  is  also  shown  that,  during  the 
past  winter,  the  roads  have  been  uniisuaHy  bad, 
and,  in  consequence  of  high  waters,  the  expenses 
for  ferriages  have  been  much  increased. 

The  whole  allowance  to  Huston,  including  the 
additional  compensation,  was  $6,925.  The  con- 
tracts which  have  just  been  made  for  carrying  the 
mails  upon  the  same  routes  amount,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, to  $16,290.  The  memorialist,  under  these 
circumstances,  prays  that  an  additional  allowance 
may  be  made  to  him  by  Congress. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG  CASE. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
on  the  Calendar  is  one  for  the  relief  of  the  claim- 
ants of  the  private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  that  bill  had  better  b« 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Has  the  Senator  read  the 
report  in  the  ca.se? 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  have  rot. 

.Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow 
the  report  to  be  read.  \ 

Mr.  SU.MNER.  1  hove  no  objection  to  that 
being  done. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  It  is  not  necessory  to  read 
the  whole  of  the  report,  bnt  only  the  last  two  or 
three  pages,  which  contain  a  recapitulation  of  the 
testimony  and  facte  of  the  case. 

The  Secretory  proceeded  to  read  the  part  of  the 
report  indicated;  but,  before  concUidin" 

Mr.  SUlVlNER.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
taking  up  lime  unneressarily.  I  think  a  bill  of 
this  importance  ought  not  lo  be  passed  at  this 
time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  wiH 
be  passed  over. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reprepentativea 
was  received,  by  Mr.  McKean,  Chief  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Speaker  had  signed  an  enrolled 
bill  forlhereliefof  Harriet  Leavenworth,  widow  of 
the  late  Cievet  Brigadier  Generol  Leavenworth. 

The  President  then  signed  the  bill. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRE.SIDENT. 

A  mes.'nge  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Webster,  his  Private 
Secretary,  nnnouncing  that  he  had  approved  and 
signed  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treosury  to  pay  the  expenses  of  cod- 
ifying and  revising  the  revenue  laws. 

Also,  ap  an  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  and 
occupants  of  the  town  of  Council  Bluffs,  in  low«. 

MARK  AND  RICHARD  H.  BEAN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Bean  and  Rich- 
ard H.  Bean,  of  Arkonsas, reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Londs,  wos  read  a  second  time, 
and  con.sldered  os  in  Commiileeof  the  Whole. 

1 1  proposes  to  direct  the  Scci-etary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  Mark  and  Richard  H.  Bean  $15,000,  tm 
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eompeniiktion  and  indemnity,  in  full,  for  loases 
sustained  by  them  jn  tlieir  removal,  under  the 
tJiird  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, of  May  6, 1828,  by  which  they  were  forced 
to  abandon,  not  only  the  lands  which  they  had 
settled, cuIliTated,  and  improved,  but  an  extensive 
manufaclory  of  salt,  warenouses, dwelling  houses, 
and  other  laree  improvemeiUls,  of  which,  and  the 
prospctiva  advantages  tlierefromi-they  were  thus 
dejirived  by  the  act  of  the  Government. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
THOMAS  FRA8ER. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  next  bill 
on.  the  Calendar  is  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Prater,  which  was  referred  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Pensions,  and  the  committee  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 
JMr.  BLIDELL.    Then  let  it  be  passed  over. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  DoesUeChair 
understand  the  Senator  as  objecting  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  i 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  understand  that  the  com- 
millee  report  adversely. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  commit- 
tee ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  farther  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  understand  it  to  be  an 
adverse  report;  if  so,  let  the  bill  go  over. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  subsequently  said:  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Senate  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Fraser,  which  passed  ihe  House,  ^nd 
from  which  the  committee  of  the  Senate  ask  to  be 
discharged  without  reporting  favorably  or  un- 
favorably. I  will  Tead  the  report  of  the  House 
committee: 

"  The  Committee  on  Invaltd  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred Ihe  petitiun  ofTfaomH  Pnspr,  a  soMler  ia  the  war 
of  1819,  uk  leave  to  reporf :  Thai  Fraaer,  in  cotuequenc* 
of  an  injury  received  at  St.  Albana,  Vermont,  while  ser- 
geant in  Captain  Danfonh's  company.  Colonel  MeCobb'a 
regiment,  in  Ihe  auroner  of  1813,  was,  by  act  of  Congress, 
placed  on  ihe  pension  roll  to  draw  $3  M  per  month  for  par- 
tial disa^Uty.  He  has  now  become  entirely  diiabkd  in 
conaequence  of  that  injury,  and  produces  evidence  of  total 
disability.  Your  committee  recommend  that  bis  pension 
should  be  increased toeightdoUimperinonUityom April  1, 
ies3,  and  tali  leave  to  introduce  the  accompaaynig  bfli." 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  only  one  side  to  the 
case.  1  have  here  the  certificate  of  two  surgeons. 
I  know  them  personally;  they  are  eminent  in 
their  profession.  They  certify  that  this  man  is 
now -totally  disabled,  1  ask,  therefore,  that  the 
bill  may  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  staU 
ment  of  the  committee  why  they  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill. 
We  ought  certainly  to  have  their  reasons. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  it  was  because  they 
reported  a  eeneral  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  rea- 
son from  some  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  has  stated  the  reason.  The  committee 
have  agreed  to  report  a  genertd  bill  providing  for 
this  and  some  twelve  or  twenty  other  cases  of  a 
similar  character  which  were  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Then  1  object  to  the  consid- 
eration of  this  bill.  I  think  that  quite  a  sufficient 
reason. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  Senator 
objects,  the  bill  will  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    1  object. 

PIERCE   AMD  HODGE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Pierce  and  An- 
drew Hodge,  jr.,  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

By  this  bill  the  Postmaster  General  will  be  an- 
:honzed  to  settle  with  and  discharge  Levi  Pierce 
and  Andrew  Hodge,  jr.,  sureties  on  the  official 
lond  of  YTilliam  H.  Ker,  formerly  postmaster  at 
Sew  Orleans,  on  their  paying,  or  aecurinelo  pay, 
x>  th«  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
xrithin  one  year,  $12,500-,  and  either  of  them  may 
Jiiu  be  diacharged  on  his  paying,  or  securing  to 
my,  one  half  of  that  sum;  but  the  Postmaster 
jl-eneral,  and  the  United  States  district  attorney 
'or  the  sastera  district  of  Louisiana,  are  to  be  sat- 
■fied  that  it  ia  for  the  inUrest  of  the  United  States 
htu  such  aettlement  should  be  made.  Saeh  set- 
iement  with  and  discharge  of  one  surety  ia  not 
o  b*  eonetnied  to  discharge  the  other. 

In  1839  the  PoettnwUr  General,  Mr.  Kendall, 


dispatched  a  specific  agent,  Mr.  Marrnn,  to  New 
Orleans,  to' look  into  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Ker, 
and  to  take  measures,  as  it  appears,  to  secure  the 
funds  of  the  Department.  Mr.  Marron  reports, 
under  date  of  August  15, 1839,  that,  in  looking 
into  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Ker,  he  found  them 
worse  than  he  anticipated,  the  indebtedness  to  the 
Department  being  ^63,000.  Mr.  Marron  pro- 
ceeded to  secure  the  Department,  as  far  as  pracli- 
cable^ji  by  taking  mortgages  on  Mr.  Ker's  prop- 
erty; this,  he  says,  was  all  he  could  get,  and  sub- 
ject, of  course,  to  previous  encumbrauees.  He 
informs  the  Postmaster  General,  in  this  report, 
that  he  made  his  movements  us  still  as  possible, 
for  fear  Mr.  Ker's  sureties  would  push  for  a  con- 
veyance of  the  property  to  them. 

It  appears  from  a  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral that  there  was  received  from  these  mortgages 
the  sum  of  $5,992  55,  and  that  that  is  all  that  has 
been  reali^^  from  any  source. 

In  April7l841,  suit  was  brought  on  his  official 
bond  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  penalty, 
125,000,  and  interest.  The  defendants  admitted 
their  signatures,  but  denied  the  indebtedness  of 
Ker,  and  alleged  that  if  Ker  was  indebted,  then 
they  could  not  be  held  responsible,  because  in 
August,  1839,  the  plointiiTs,  without  the  knowl- 
edge or  consent  of  the  defendants,  received  from 
Ker  an  act  of  mortgage  upo^i  property  to  secure 
them  against  loss;  and  that  in  consideration  of 
this  mortgage  security  they  granted  Ker  an  ex- 
tension of  SIX  months. 

In  April,  1843,  the  case  was  tried  in  the  United 
Slates  circuit  court  at  New  Orleans,  and  a  verdict 
rendered  for  defendants.  It  was  taken  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  by  writ  of  error,  and  in  December, 
1844,  dismissed,  the  defendants  not  having  been 
properly  cited.  It  came  up  again  in  the  Supreme 
Court  on  a  transcript  of  the  record,  and  in  1847 
disjudgment  of  the  circuit  court  was  reversed. 

The  case  came  up  again  in  the  circuit  court  in 
1651,buttfae  jury  could  notagree.  In  May,  1851, 
it  was  again  tried  in  the  same  court,  and  the  evi- 
dence onered  by  the  Government  being  ruled  out, 
a  verdict  was  given  for  defendants.  A  writ  of 
error  was  again  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  again  re- 
versed, and  the  case  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and 
now  stands  on  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court  for 
a  fourth  trial. 

The  memorialist  asks  that  Congress  will  pass 
an  act  for  his  relief,  upon  such  terms  as  will,  while 
it  protects  the  Government  from  totid  loss,  save 
him  from  utter  prostration.  He  slates  that  his 
circumstances  have  become  greatly  embarrassed; 
that  he  has  been  and  is  compromising  with  his 
private  creditors,  and  he  asks  from  the  Govern- 
ment the  same  amount  of  grace  he  has  received 
from  them,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  himself 
from  pecuniary  ruin. 

In  view  of  the  embarrassing  state  of  the  pend- 
ing suit,  the  uncertainty  of  recovering  anything, 
and  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  district  attorney  should  be  authorized  to 
make  such  a  compromise  as  they  may  deem  just 
euid  equitable,  and  conducive  to  the  interests  oi  the 
Government,  within  the  limits  and  according  to  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  bill  submitted. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ANDREW  J.  DICKERHOFF. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  3.  DickerhoflT 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

By  this  bill  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  be 
directed  to  place  the  name  of  Andrew  J.  Dicker- 
hoff  on  the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners,  and  pay  to 
him  annually  a  pension  of  ninety-six  dollus,  to 
commence  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1850,  and  con- 
tinue during  his  life. 

The  petiuoner  enlisted  in  Ohio  "  for  during  the 
war  ''with  Mexico,  was  assigned  at  Newport  bar- 
racks to  company  G,  fourth  infantry,  (the  regi- 
ment then  being  at  Puebia,  Mexico,  where  he 
afterwards  joined  it,)  and  waa,at  subsequent  peri- 
ods, successively  transferred  to  1  and  K  compa- 
nies of  said  regimeat,  as  the  first  named  two  com- 
panies were  each,  in  turn,  broken  up,  and  was 
konorably  discharged  from  company  K  at  the 
close  of  tna  war,  *t  Fascagoula.    At  the  time  of 


!  iiis  etilisiment,  petitioner  was  not  eighteen  years 
old,  and  of  rather  delicate  frame,  and  was  severely 
altacked,  while  in  the  service,  by  fever  and  ague, 
mumps,  and  colds;  but  was,  hevertheless,  never 
placed  on  the  sick  list,  from  personal  reluctance 
ond  aversiun  to  hospital  treatment.  At  the'time 
of  his  discharge  at  Pascagoula  he  was  in  a  very 
feeble  condition  of  health,  owing  to  the  hardships, 
exposures,  and  constant  colds;  but  never  having 
reported  himself  sick,  no  mention  of  disability  was 
made  in  his  discharge.  His  debility  and  sickness 
greatly  increased  on  his  journey  home  to  Mount 
Vernon,  Ohio,  from  Pascagoula,  as  certified  by 
Surgeon  McUii^in,  of  the  firteenih  regiment  United 
Stales  Army,  in  Mexico,  who  accompanied  him 
a  part  of  the  journey.  Afier  reaching  home  in 
hie  feeble  and  jaded  condition.  Surgeon  McGu- 
gin  examined  him,  and  found  that  be  had  con- 
tracted adiseaseof  thespine.of  so  serious  a  nature, 
as  to  result  in  curvature,  contraction,  and  partial 
paralysis  of  the  left  side,  shortening  the  left  leg, 
and  implicating  the  muscles  to  such  an  extent  that 
involuntary  ond  most  distressing  contortions  of 
the  foce  and  other  parts  of  the  body  became  fre- 
quent. Surgeon  McGugin  certifies,  under  oath, 
that  petitioner  was  at  that  time,  and  ia  now,  in 
such  a  condition  of  bodily  health  as  to  render  man- 
ual labor  impossible,  and  mental  exertion  danger- 
ous to  reason  and  life.  He  further  states,  on  his  ' 
oath,  that,  from  hia  personal  knowledge  of  the 
case,  he  is  satisfied  that  the  accumulated  suflTerings 
and  unhappy  disabilities  of  the  petitioner  resulted 
from  his  liardships  and  exposures  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  Dr. 
Selman,  of  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  eonfimn  Ihe  state- 
ment of  petitioner's  pretentcondilion,  and  concur* 
in  the  opinion  as  to  its  cause. 

It  is  further  proved  by  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
McGu^in,  that  petitioner's  mind  has  been  mate- 
rially impaired  by  his  peculiar  diseases,  and  he 
now  faila  to  recollect  many  names  and  circum- 
staitces  that  would  be  of  service  in  procuring  the 
prooft  required  under  the  regulations  of  the  Pen-  . 
sion  Bureau.  Ha  does  not  know  where  to  find  a 
comrade  who  served  with  him,  and  who  would 
have  had  a  personal  knowledge  of  his  sufienngs 
in  Mexico;  and  as  he  refused  to  report  himsMf 
sick,  of  course  none  of  the  officers  could,  in  their 
official  capacity,  certify  to  any  disability  rewilting 
from  diseases  incurred  in  the  service,  tience  the 
petitioner,  after  a  rejection  of  his  claim  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  kind  of  proofs  reouired  by  the  rules  of 
that  office,  had  no  alternative  but  to  apply  to  Con- 
gress for  a  special  act  for  his  relief.  "The  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  cassis  sufficiently 
made  out  to  justify  legislation  in  behalf  of  peti- 
tioner. He  appears  to  be  a  most  unfortunate,  and, 
from  the  testimony  accompanying,  worthy  and 
meritorious  individual.  It  is  made  satisfactorily 
to  appear  that  his  health  was  good  before  his  en- 
listment, that  he  was  a  temperate  and  prudent  man, 
that  he  returned  home  sick,  and  that  his  sickness 
has  resulted  in  deplorable  disability;  and  though 
the  testimony  is  not  such  as  meets  the  requiremenia 
of  the  bureau,  it  is  such,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  as  to  call  for  the  charity  of  the  Got- 
ernment.  , 

The  high  professional  and  private  character  of 
S.prgeon  McGugin  and  Dr.  Selman  is  satisfactorily 
sustained  by  the  letter  of  Hon.  A.  C.  Dodgb, 
Senator,  and  Hon.  B.  Henk,  member  of  Con- 
gress, from  Iowa. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  iM  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ANN  W.  ANGUS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Ann  W.  Angua, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

By  this  bill  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  be 
directed  to  continue  to  Ann  W.  Angus,  for  s 
further  term  of  five  years,  from  the  4th  of  March, 
1854,  the  pension  heretofore  [jaid  her,  which  ex- 
pired on  that  day,  and  to  extend  to  her  the  benefits 
of  all  laws  which  may  hereafter  be  passed,  making 
general  provisions  for  widows,  or  further  contin- 
uing their  half  pay,  to  which  benefits  shs  would 
have  been  entitled  if  her  husband,  Samuel  Angus, 
had  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  amount  is  not  to  exceed  half  the  pay  of  her 
husband  in  any  one  year. 
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The  petitioner  is  the  widow  of  a  captain  in  the 
United  Staleo  Navy.  She  was  pensioned  in  1849, 
by  a  Bpeciul  act  of  Con(a;re8s,  lor  a  term  of  five 
years,  which  expired  on  the  4ih  of  March  last,  and 
under  the  peculiar  circumstoncea  attending  the 
case,  she  is  unable  to  fill  the  blanks  sent  from  the 
Pension  Bureau,  in  such  a  way  Aa  lo  entitle  her  to 
a  continuance  of  her  half  pay  under  the  existing 
statutes;  and  aa  she  is  aged  and  indigent,  she  now 
prays  an  act  of  Congress  to  continue  her  expired 
pension  for  a  further  term  of  five  years,  or  for  life, 
if  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  general 
statutes  relating  to  pensioris. 

Captain  Angus  entered  the  service  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  in  the  year  171)9,  and  rennained  in  the  ser- 
vice until  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Monroe's  Admin- 
istration, when  he  was  dismissed,  without  a  trial 
by  court-martial,  for  writing  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  tiie  Navy  which  was  not  considered  re- 
spectful. At  the  timeof  writing  the  letter,  he  was 
laboring  under  temporary  insanity, of  which  Presi- 
dent Monroe  afterwards  became  satisfied,  and  rcc- 
ommende''  his  successor,  Mr.  Adams,  to  reinstate 
him.  He  was  not,  however, reinstated, in  conse- 
quence of  his  being  subject  to  fits  of  insanity,  but 
was  allowed  a  pension,  which  continued  to  his 
death,  on  the  29ili  May,  1840. 

The  bill  "was  reported  to  the  Senate  withnut 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HEZEKIAH  MILLER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Miller,  re- 
porttjl  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  read  j 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  j 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  that  $1,358  44  be  paid  to  i 
Hezekiah  Miller,  that  sum  being  an  unpaid  balance  ; 
of  his  salary  as  a  clerk  in  ihe  War  Department 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  to  the  31st  of  De-  ; 
cember,  1832;  but  this  payment  is  to  be  in  full 
for  all  claims  of  Miller  against  the  United  States, 
arising  out  of  arrears  of  compensation  or  salary.  1 

Hezekiah  Miller  was  a  clerk  in  the  Indian  Bu-  | 
reau  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum,  but  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a  $1,400  clerk,  and  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1849, General  P.  B.  Porter,  then  Sec- 
retary of  War,  decided,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  Mr.  McKenny,  head  of  the  Bureau, 
that  his  salary  should  be  §1,400.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  informal  decision,  however,  the  salary 
continued  to  be  paid  at  the  rale  of  gl,000  until 
1830,  when,  on  hisapplicaiinn,  it  was  increased  to 
$l,l.'iU;  the  next  year  (1831)  it  was  reduced  to 
$1,091  50:  and  in  1832 to  $1,000.  Inl833itwas 
finally  fixed  at  $1,400.  His  claim  now  is,  that 
he  was  entitled  to$l,4U0a  year  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1829,  as  designed  by  General  Porter,  and 
that  the  sum  of  $1,3.')8  44  has  been  unjustly  with- 
held, for  which  he  should  be  paid  principal  and 
interest  from  January  1,  1833.  In  1840  he  was  I 
promoted  to  a  salary  of  $1,600,  which  he  is  now 
receiving. 

The  bill  was  reported  lo   the  Senate  withnut 
amendmeni,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  lime, and  passed. 
ABRAHAM   DARDENNE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theresa  Dardenne, 
widow  of  Abraham  Dardenne,  and  theirchildren, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  allow  Theresa  Durdenne,  widow 
of  Abraham  Dardenne,  to  enter  in  legal  subdivis- 
ions, at  any  land  office  in  Arkansas,  free  of  cost, 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  any  unappropria- 
ted land  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  equally  of  her-selfand  her  children 
by  Abraham  Dardenne,  as  an  indemnification  for 
losses  sustained  by  them  on  account  of  an  errone- 
ous sale  of  land  made  to  him  by  the  lind  officers 
at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  on  the  20ih  of  Janu- 
ary, 1836,  aa  per  certificates  of  purchase,  Nns. 
1132  and  1133.  The  acceptance  of  the  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  free  of  cost,  by 
Theresa  Dardenne,  is  to  be  held  to  be  o  full  re- 
lease to  the  United  Slates  of  all  claim  on  her  part, 
and  of  the  other  heirs  of  Abraham  Dardenne, 
deceased,  growing  out  of  the  before-recited  erro- 
neous entry  of  lands. 

It  appears  on  record  in  the  General  Land  Office, 
that  .\brsham  Dardenne  entered  at  the  land  office 
at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  January  30,  1836,  the 
north   part  of   the  northwest  fractional  quarter 


(east  of  Arkansas  river)  of  section  six,  in  town- 
ship five  south,  of  range  nine  west,  containing 
forty-three  and  fourteen  hundredth  acres;  alKo,ihe 
northeast  fractional  quarter  of  same  section,  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  and  forly-five 
one  hundredth  acres;  that  some  time  subsequent 
to  the  date  of  said  entries,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  same  were  illegal,  for  the  reason  that  the  tracts 
of  land  were  covered  by  donation  certificate  No. 
107,  doled  May  19,  1830,  (claim  No.  145,)  in  the 
name  of  the  heir  of  Aaron  Hanscom,and  a  patent 
issued  thereon,  and  that  on  the  6ih  of  October, 
1847,  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  aforesaid  entries 
were  illegal  was  forwarded  to  Abraham  Dardenne, 
by  the  land  officers  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  be- 
ing nearly  eleven  years  subsequent  to  the  entry 
by  Dardenne.  It  further  appears  of  record  that 
the  purchase  money  ($2.')3  23?)  still  remains  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  affidavit  of  the  petitioner,  widoH»of  the  late 
Abraham  Dardenne,  sets  forth  that  herself,  hus- 
band, and  children  labored  hard  to  improve  and 
reduce  lo  a  state  of  cultivation  theafore-mentioned 
lands,  for  the  term  of  eleven  years,  believing  they 
were  the  sole  owners,  and  that  repeatedly,  during 
that  term  of  years,  her  husband  was  offered  $5,000 
for  the  premises,  but  refused  the  same,  preferring 
his  home  to  money.  It  is  further  in  evidence  ihst 
the  petitioner,  with  her  five  children,  (who  were 
dependent  upon  her  for  support,)  were  ejected,  by 
force  of  law,  from  the  premises  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1651,  and  that  herself  and  children  are 
homeless  and  in  a  stale  of  destitution.  Her  pres- 
ent unhappy  situation  has  been  brought  about 
solely  by  tiie  errors  of  the  United  Stales  land 
officers. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Abraham  Dardenne,  de- 
ceased, bought  from  and  paid  the  United  States 
for  land  to  which  Ihe  United  Slates  had  no  title, 
having  already  sold  it;  that  the  United  States  still 
holds  the  money,  over  $250,  ond  has  held  it  over 
eighteen  years;  that  for  eleven  years  Dardenne  was 
suffered  lo  hold  and  improve  the  land  without  no- 
tice that  he  had  no  title;  ihat  he  continued  to  re- 
side on  the  land,  refusing  lo  give  it  up  until  his 
death,  and  his  family  after  him  till  Isl  of  January, 
1851,  when  the  widow  and  her  children,  resisting 
in  ihe  courts,  were  ejected  by  force  of  law;  that 
they  are  poor,  and  the  children  dependent  on  the 
mother;  that  they  have  not  only  lost  the  use  of 
their  money,  but  the  interest  for  over  eighteen 
years,  and  not  only  lost  the  land,  but  all  the  im- 
provements, which,  with  their  own  labor  and  hum- 
ble means,  ihey  had  expended  on  it  for  eighteen 
years  of  continuous  occupation,  which  had  greatly 
enhanced  its  value;  that  to  refund,  now,  the  origi- 
nal sum  would  be  scandalous;  that  to  refund  it 
with  interest  would  be  palpable  injustice,  in  the 
loss  of  all  their  labor  and  improvements,  and  the 
increased  value  of  the  land;  that  all  lands  of  simi- 
lar value,  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  river,  are 
now  entered  and  out  of  reach  of  the  petitioner;  thai 
authority  to  enter  in  full  satisfaction,  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  such  as. is  now  subject  to 
private  entry,  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
lands,  seems  the  nearest  approach  to  justice  which 
can  be  attained. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendmeni,  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

UENRT  LA  REINTRIE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  La  Reintrie,  re- 
ported froin  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  Henry  La  Reintrie  $.593,  in  full  satisfaction  and 
discharge  of  his  claim  for  services  rendered  to  the 
United  States  legation  near  the  Government  of 
Chili,  and  as  bearer  of  dispatches  from  that  lega- 
tion 10  Washington. 

Mr.  La  Reintrie  was  secretory  to  Commodore 
Shubrick,  of  ihe  Nnvy,  and  while  attached  in 
that  capacity  to  the  United  .States  ship  Ind^iend- 
ence,  at  Vulparniso,  upon  the  urgent  request  of 
Mr.  Barton,  charge  d'affaires  al  Chili,  was  ordered 
by  the  commodore  to  rffiair  to  the  city  of  Sanli- 
ogo  and  place  himself  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Barton.  He  promptly  obeyed  the  order,  although 
the  service  hod  no  legal  or  proper  relation  to  his 
duty  OS  commodore's  secretary.  He  continued 
to  serve,  faithfully  and  laboriously,  aa  secretary 
of  legation  at  Santiago,  from  the  9lh  of  January 


to  the  30ih  of  April,  1849,  and  for  twenty-eight 
days  alierwaids,  as  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Sutes,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Barton.  Tor  this  service  he  claims  com- 
pensation at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day,  amount- 
ing to  $858.  He  asserts  that  he  was  employed 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  daily,  in  recording, 
translating,  and  interpreting,  or  copying,  during 
his  service  as  secretary  of  legation.  This  arduous 
public  service,  as  welljis  the  exigency  which  re- 
quired it,  are  amply  verified  by  satisfactory  proof. 

The  memorialist  presents  a  further  claim  for 
extra  services  rendered  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances, viz:  while  holding  the  appointment 
of  secretary  to  Commodore  Shubrick,  he  was 
transferred  lo  the  service  of  Commodore  Jones, 
commanding  officer  of  the  Pacific  squadron,  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Independence,  where 
he  was  employed  from  the  7th of  May  to  the  15ih 
of  July,  1848,  in  interpreting  or  translating  ihe 
Spanish  language,  in  the  course  of  the  official  cor- 
respondence of  the  last-mentioned  officer.  For  this 
extra  service  heclaims  $100  per  month  in  addition 
to  his  regular  salary,  amounting  to  $226.  Thia 
claim  was  disallowed  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  first  session,  Thirly-Kirst  Congress,  No.  122, 
on  the  ground  that  "as  secretary,  it  appertained 
lo  the  duties  of  the  petitioner  to  perform  the  labor 
of  conducting  the  correspondence  of  his  superior, 
either  in  the  particulars  of  transcribing  letters  in 
the  same,  or  in  a  different  language,  or  in  other 
appropriate  service,"  and  that  in  this  case,  "  hi» 
superior  only,  and  not  his  fiduciary  relation  and 
service,  was  changed."  The  claim  for  this  service 
is  therefore  disallowed. 

The  bill   was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoot 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed   for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
AMOS  AND  J.   E.  KENDALL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  and  John  E. 
Kendall  was  announced  as  the  next  bill  on  the 
Calendar. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  its  coasideration,  and 
it  was  passed  over. 

WILLIAM  MILLER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Miller,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was  read 
a  second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Commiuee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place 
thenameof  William  Miller.of  Livingston,  county 
of  York,  and  State  of  Maine,  on  the  roll  of  in- 
valid pensioners,  and  pay  to  him  a  pension  of 
ninety-six  dollars  per  annum,  to  commence  on  the 
leiuh  of  February,  1845,  and  continue  during  hia 
natural  life. 

William  Miller  enlisted  in  April,  1814,  aa  a 
private  in  the  tweniy-firsl  regiment  of  infantry, 
and,  in  July  following,  crossed  with  the  regiment 
from  Black  Rock  into  Canada.  He  assisted  at  the 
capture  of  Fort  Erie,  and  afterwards  at  the  battles 
of  Chippewa,  Ctueenstown  Heights,  and  Bridge- 
water;  but,  having  contracted  odi.sease  in  the  head, 
producing  frequent  fits  of  epilepsy,  to  which  he, 
liad  never  before  been  subject,  he  was  left,  al  the 
close  of  that  brilliant  campaign,  in  the  hospital  at 
William.sville,in  a  state  of  disability,  from  which 
he  has  never  recovered.  It  is  proved,  by  the  depo- 
sitions of  witnesses,  who  have  known  him  from  his 
boyhood,  that  lie  entered  the  army  with  a  robust 
constitution,  and  in  vigorous  health.  His  attending 
physician  in  the  hospital.  Dr.  James  Bates,  then  an 
assistant  surgeon  in  the  army,  and  since  a  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Maine,  ex- 
presses his  belief  that  the  disability  was  occasioned 
by  exposure  during  the  campaign,  which  he  stales 
lo  have  been  one  of  the  severest  in  that  section  of 
the  army  that  was  experiencwi  during  the  war, 
and  thatmony  hundreds  thereby  irrecoverably  loat 
their  health.  The  epileptic  fits,  which  first  occurred 
at  the  hospital  at  William8ville,are  found  to  have 
periodically  returned,  accomjianied  with  vertifi;o, 
and  other  symptoms  of  continued  disease  in  the 
head,  by  which  Mr.  Miller  has  become  totally 
i  disableif  from  supporting  himself  by  manual  labor. 
j  Other  respectable  physicians  concur  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  hospital  surs;enn,  that  this  disa- 
bility is  owing  to  the  disease  contracted  by  ex« 
posure  while  in  the  army. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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LEMUEL   HUDSON. 
The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
cnnsidered  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel 
Hudaon, 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secrettg-y  of  the  In- 
terior to  cause  the  name  of  Lemud  Eindson, 
formerly  surgeon  of  the  twelfth  regiment,  fourth 
brigsde,  New  York  militia,  in  the  war  of  1812, 
to  be  entered  on  the  pension  rolls,  and  pay  to  him 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  dollars  per  month,  during 
his  natural  life,  commencing  January  I,  1853. 

Lemuel  Hudson  was  a  surgeon  in  the  twelfth 
regiment,  fourth  brigade.  New  York  militia,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  John  T.  Van  Dolfsen,  which 
was  ordered  by  Governor  Tompkins  to  march 
from  Albany  county,  New  York,  to  Sackett's 
Harbor,  in  the  summer  of  1812.  The  regiment 
marched  from  Albany  county  on  or  about  the  15th 
of  August,  1812,  and  was  accompanied  by  Hudson, 
then  a  stout  and  healthy  man,  as  surgeon.  When 
at  the  town  of  Champion.  Jefferson  county,  thirty 
miles  from  Sackett's  Harbor,  the  regiment  was 
.,  overtaken  by  a  heavy  storm  of  snow  and  sleet, 
which  continued  for  a  long  time,  and  left  three  or 
four  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground,  which  lay  for 
several  days.  The  soldiers  were  unprovided  with 
suitable  clothes  to  withstand  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  much  hardship  and  sickness  ensued 
in  consequence.  Mr.  Hudson  was  the  only  sur- 
geon in  the  regiment,  and  his  arduous  professional 
services,  togetner  with  exposure  to  tne  wet  and 
cold,  threw  him  into  a  fever,  which  confined  him 
to  bed  a  long  time;  and  when-  he  arose  from  bis 
bed,  his  constitution  was  shattered — the  fever  hod 
settled  in  his  left  hip,  producing  lameness,  which 
has  continued  ever  since,  increasing  with  increas- 
ing years,  until  ha  is  naW.tofally  disabled.  He 
refrained  frotp  asking  for  a  pension  as  long  as  he 
was  able  to  make  a  living  by  the  practice  of  his 
profession;  but  he  is  now  an  old  man,  unable, 
from  the  disability  so  contracted,  to  procure  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  therefore  now  asks  the  aid 
of  his  country. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed 

GEORGE  B.  CLAFLin. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
is  one  from  the  House  of  Representatirps,  for  the 
relief  of  George  S.  Oaflin,  on  which  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Pensions  have  made  an  adverse  re- 
port. 

Mr.  STtJART.    Then  let  it  be  passed  over. 
JAMES  F.  GREEN. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  James  F.  Green, 
of  Pennsylvania. 

1 1  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  «f  the  Interior 
to  place  the  name  of  J.  F.  Green,  of  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  invalid  pension 
roll,  at  the  rateof  eight  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence Februarr  1,1850,  and  to  continue  during 
his  natural  life.'^ 

It  appears,  from  the  petition  of  Mr.  Green  and 
the  testimony  of  two  of  his  fellow-soldiers,  that 
he  was  drafted  in  Orange  county.  New  York,  on 
the  10th  of  August,  1814,  and  mustered  into  ser- 
vice as  a  member  of  Captain  Halleck's  company, 
of  Colonel  Belknap's  regiment,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1814;  that  he  wss  marched  to,  and  sta- 
tioned at,  Harlem  Heights,  and  while  stationed 
there,  and  in  the  line  of  his  dutjr)  he  had  his  right 
knee  crushed  and  the  bone  frttctured.  He  was 
ordered  out  by  his  commanding  officer  to  assist  in 
removing  some  rocks,  preparatory  to  pitching  their 
Eents.  He  was  upon  the  end  of  a  long  and  heavy 
lever  that  they  were  using  in  prizing  up  the  rock; 
ihe  lever  gave  way  and  fell,  catching  and  emshing 
lis  right  knee  under  it,  causing  him  great  f)ain  and 
;olally  disabling  Mm  from  service  for  some  five 
Hreelcs,  which  time  he  remained  in  the  hospital. 
%.bout  this  time  be  partially  recovered,  and  was 
mabled  to  continue  in  service  until  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, at  which  time  he  was  discharged,  his 
erm  of  service  having  expired.  It  appears  from 
he  testimony  that  the  disability  resulting  from  the 
njury  has  continued  and  increased;  and  from  the 
estimon^  of  two  surgeons,  it  appears  that  owing 
o  the  injury  Green  rs  totally  disabled  firom  pro- 
curing a  support  by  manual  labor. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  Ihe  Senate  without 


amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

J.  B.  KERR. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thebnimaking 
compensation  to  John  Bozman  Kerr,  ibr  diplo- 
matic services  in  Central  America,  is  the  next 
upon  the  Caleitdar. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  That  subject  has  already 
been  disposed  of  by.  the  -Senate.  The  bill  was 
moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  deficiency  bill, 
and  was  adopted.  I  move,  therefore,  that  it  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LLEWELLYN  WASHINGTON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Llewellyn  Washing- 
ton, reported  from  the  Comaiittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  was  read  a  second  lime, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  require  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  Llewellyn  Washington,  fSOU  62, 
for  services  as  a  clerk  in,  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment from  the  Ist  of  May,  1851,  until  the  14ih  of 
July  ofthe  same  year. 

Llewellyn  Washington  was  employed  as  a  tem- 
porary clerk  in  the  dead  letter  office  from  the  1st 
of  May,  1851,  until  the  14th  of  July  of  the  same 
year,  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum.  The  Post- 
master General,  among  his  estimates  sent  to  the 
Treasury  De)>artment,  asked  for  j^205  62,  for  the 
payment  of  the  amount  due  to  Mr.  Llewellyn 
Washington,  but  from  some  cause,  no  appropria- 
tion was  made. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engiossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
GENERAL  R.  B.  MASON.       / 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Brigadier 
General  Richard  B.  Mason,  reported  (rom  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  propoaea  to  enact  that  all  the  provisions  of 
the  act  approved  February  3,  1853,  "for  the  relief 
of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Riley,  and  to  enable 
him  to  settle  his  accounu  with  the  United  States," 
be  applied  to  the  heirs  of  Brigadier  General 
Richard  B.  Mason,  in  reference  to  all  moneys 
raised  and  collected  by  him  for  contributions, 
penalties,  internal  assessments,  duties,,  or  other 
objects,  in  California,  from  June  1, 1847,  to  April 
15,  1849;  and  to  direct  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,'  in  settling 
the  accounts  of  General  Mason,  to  allow  as  a 
credit,  a  commiaaion  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent, 
upon  the  moneys  so  raised,  collected,  and  dis- 
bursed by  him  while  he  was  Governor  of  Califor- 
nia, during  the  time  stated. 

General  Mason  eoeeeedsd  General  Kearny  in 
command  in  California,  June  1, 1847,  and  con- 
tinued in  command  until  April  15, 1849,  when  he 
was  relieved  by  General  Riley.  A  temporary 
civil  government  was  organizett  on  the  conquest, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  the  military  officer  in 
commaqd.  The  government  continued  of  neces- 
sity after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  General  Mason 
continued  to  act  as  gnvemor,  until  succeeded  by 
General  Riley,  who  exercised  the  same  functions 
until  the  oi%anizatlon  of  the  State  government, 
December  20, 1849. 

During  the  war,  the  colleetion  of  duties  on  arti- 
cles imported  into  that  country  had  been  made  as 
a  military  contribution,  under  authority  from  the 
War  Department.  1  his  authority  ceasing  with 
the  termination  of  the  war.  General  Mason  then 
determined  to  enforce  the  CTnited  States  tariff,  and 
to  levy  duties  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  es- 
tablished collection  districts  of  the  United  States. 
These  collections  were  continued  by  General 
Riley,  and  the  accounts  of  both  General  Mason 
and  General  Riley  were  authorized  to  be  settled 
by  the  act  of  Sth  February,  1853,  for  the  relief  of 
General  Riley. 

It  seems  only  just  that  the  same  commission  as 
was  allowed  to  General  Riley  for  the  collections 
and  disbursements  made  by  him,  while  civil  gov- 
ernor of  California,  should  also  be  given  to  the 
heirs  of  General  Mason  for  similar  services. 

The  bill  was  reported  to   the  Senate  without 
amendment,  orderra  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
^V\.IV  VAN  BRUNT. 

Ttif  pext  bill  00  the  Calendar  vaa  one  for  the 
r«(i((«f  Rulif  Van  Brum. 


I  shall  have  to  discuss  that 
It  will   be 


Mr.  BAYARD, 
bill. 

The  PRESIDING   OFFICER, 
passed  over. 

ISAAC  P.  SIMONTON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Isaac  P.  Simonton  was  the  next  upon  the 
Calendar. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  lay  that  bill  on  the 
table.     I  wish  to  look  into  it. 

Th«  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  objectionbe 
made,  the  bill  must  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  STUART.  My  motion  is  that  the  bill  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  The  Senator  can  object  to  the 
bill  and  have  it  passed  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  objection  to  be  made.  The  bill  must 
therefore  go  over. 

MADISON  PARTON. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
considered  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, for  the  relief  of  Madison  Parton. 

It  is  designed  to  confer  upon  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Xieasury  authority  to  ascertain 
whether  Madison  Parton  has  been  paid  for  all  the 
military  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  United 
States  from  the  Sth  of  August  1837,  till  the  t)th  of 
February,  1838,  by  examining  the  prt^per  officers 
and  other  peraons,  as  well  as  the  proper  rolls,  of 
the  company  to  which  he  belonged;  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  pay  such 
sum  of  money  as  may  be  found  to  be  due. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reidling,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HORACE  SOUTHMATD  AND  SON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Southmayd 
&,  Son,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

it  proposes  to  require  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treas- 
ury to  refund  to  Horace  Southmayd  and  Son  the 
amount  of  drawback  to  which  they  would  have 
been  entitled,  upon  the  shipment  of  foreign  duti- 
able goods,  shipped  by  them  from  New  York  to 
Tampi«o,  in  the  schooner  Msry  Catharine,  which 
cleared  at  New  York  on  the  7th  of  April,  1847,  as 
would  have  been  allowed  if  those  foreign  goods 
had  been  shipped  to  some  foreii^n  port  or  place  in 
any  country  with  which  tEe  Unitea  States  were  in 
amity. 

'Mr.  STUART,  t  object  to  the  consideration 
of  that  bill  until  I  can  have  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  the  principle  on  which  it  is  rounded. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
passed  over. 

ROBERT  SBWALL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  represent- 
atives of  the  late  Robert  Sswall,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
iiry  be  directed  to  audit  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  the  late  Robert  Sewall,  and  de- 
termine the  amount  that  may  be  due  to  them,  and 
report  the  amount  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, who  is  required  to  cause  it  to  be  paid. 
'In  August,  1814,  when  the  British  forces  were 
roarebingupon  the  Capitol,  some  men  of  the  Amer- 
ican troops,  with  their  arms  and  ammunition,  took 
possession  of  a  brick  house  belonging  to  the 
father  of  the  petitioner,  and  for  the  time  converted 
it  into  a  place  of  military  defense.  As  the  British 
troops  approached  the  house,  they  were  fired  upon 
by  the  party  in  the  house  and  the  horse  of  Gen- 
eral Ross  and  one  of  his  men  were  killed.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  house  was  attacked, 
taken,  and  burnt  by  the  enemy,  and  some  ofthe 
American  part^  were  taken  prisoners,  and  among 
them,  as  stated  by  one  of  tha  witnesses,  was  an 
American  officer. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  wai  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
S.  R.  ADDISON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  S.  R.  Addison, 
passed  assistant  surgeoikin  the  United  States  Navy, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
was  read  a  second  lime,  and  considered  as  iiiCom- 
miltee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Assistant  Surgeon  Addison, 
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the  diflerence  of  pay  between  that  of  his  grnde  and 
a  surgeon,  from  April  4, 184a,umiljurie  21, 1850, 
being  the  period  during  which  he  served  us  sur- 
geon on  board  the  United  Slates  sloop-of-war 
Saint  Mary's. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed . 
MANUEL  HERNANDEZ. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Manuel  Hernijndez, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
claimB,  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  Manuel  Hernandez  to 
locate, not  exceedinj;  eight  hundred  nrpena  of  land, 
French  measure,  according  lo  the  legal  subdivi- 
sions, on  any  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Florida,  subject  lo  private  entry,  which  shall  be 
in  full  compensation  for  all  the  damages  he  may 
have  sustained  in  being  dispossessed  of  eight  hun- 
dred arpensof  land,  about  three  miles  distant  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Escambia  river,  lying  between 
the  lands  of  Joseph  Noriega  and  those  of  the  free 
mulatto  named  Charles,  being  the  same  lands  that 
were  granted  to  Joseph  Hernaodez,  deceased,  by 
the  Spanish  Government,  on  the  bth  of  October, 
1817;  and  further  to  authorize  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  to  issue  a  patent  for 
th«  amount  mentioned. 

Joseph  Hernandez  settled  upon  and  cultivated 
certain  lands  lying  on  the  bay  of  Pen.iacola,  and 
applied,  by  petition,  to  the  proper  authorities  of 
Spain  for  a  grant  of  those  lands  which  were  de- 
scribed as  being  "about  three  miles  distant  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Escambia  river,  lying  and  situ- 
ate between  the  lands  of  Joseph  Nories;aand  those 
of  the  free  mulatto  named  Charles;"  that  the  usual 
proceedings  were  had,  and  the  proper  decrees  were 
made,  under  date  of  8th  October,  1817,  for  per- 
fecting the  grant  of  eight  hundred  arpens  of  land 
to  him,  but  there  was  no  actual  survey  of  the  land 
until  after  the  change  of  Government  in  1821.  He 
filed  his  claim  before  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  adjust  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  and  on  the  29th  of  April,  1824,  the  com- 
missioners examined  the  claim,  and,  as  appears 
from  the  indorsement  on  the  back  of  the  original 
grant  from  the  Spanish  Government,  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  commissioners,  and  also  from  the  afli- 
davit  of  the  secretary,  Joseph  E.  Coro,  the  claim 
was  confirmed  by  the  commissioners;  "  but  that, 
by  mistake,  no  record  of  confirmation  was  made, 
and  the  said  claim  was  not  embraced  in  any  of  the 
abstracts  of  the  commissioners'  reports." 

Hernandez  departed  this  life,  and  Manuel  Her- 
nandez was  duly  appointed  his  administrator,  and 
a4  such  adminisiraior  sold  and  conveyed  the  tract 
of  l«nd  to  one  Pio  Millan  de  la  Carrera,  as  ap- 
pears from  a  duly  certified  copy  of  the  deed,  dated 
7ih  August,  1837;  and  Carrera,  on  the  2d  Sep- 
tember, 1837,  sold  and  conveyed  by  deed  to  the 
petitioner,  Manuel  Hernandez,  the  lands. 

It  also  appears  that,  after  the  survey  of  the  lands 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  that  one  William  L.  Booth 
entered  the  lands  as  public  lands,  and  that  an  ac- 
tion of  ejectment  was  brought  against  Booth,  in 
the  circuit  court  of  Escambia  county,  by  Manuel 
Hernandez,  which  suit  he  failed  to  sustain.  The 
petitioner  now  asks  the  right  to  locate  land«  equal 
in  quantity  to  the  lands  of  which  he  was  dispos- 
sessed. The  committee  believe,  from  the  evidence, 
that  the  commissioners  did  confirm  to  Joseph 
Hernandez  eight  hundred  arpens  of  land,  although 
they  made  no  record  of  such  confirmation;  and 
that,  as  he  has  been  dispossessed  of  the  lands  in 
question,  justice  would  require  that  he  should  be 
authorized  to  locate  an  equal  quantity  of  lands,  on 
any  of  the  public  lands,  within  the  Slate  of  Flo- 
rida, subject  to  private  entry. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
8YLVANUS  CULVER. 
The  bill  for  tie  relief  of  Sylvanus  Culver,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  was  read  a  cecond  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  a  land  warrant  for  one  hun- 
dretl  acres  to  be  issued  to  Svl.vanus  Culver,  the 
only  surviving  heir  of  John  Pearson,  deceased, 
in  lieu  of  a  land  warrant  for  one  hundred  aeres, 
is«u«d  April,  19,  1806,  to  Samuel  Pearson,  in  .triigl 


for  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  John  Pearson, 
deceased,  who  was  a  private  in  the  New  York 
oniinental  line,  and  which  wa^r^nt  has  been  lost 
or  destroyed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  thebill  waaamend- 
ed  by  inserting  after"  one  hundred,"  where  it  first 
occurs,  the  words  "  and  twenty." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrot-sed  for  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

JEAN   BAPTISTE  BEAUBIEN. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Beau- 
bien,  reported    from   the  Committee  on  Private 
Laud  Claims,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  aulhorize  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  lo  issue  a  patent  or  pat- 
ents to  Jean  Bapliste  Beaubien,  for  the  following 
lots  as  described  and  numbered  on  the  survey  and 
plat  of  the  Fort  Dearborn  addition  to  Chicago,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  made  under  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  now  on  file  in  the  War 
Office:  Lots  numbered  one,  two,  three,  four,  five, 
and  six,  of  block  number  four;  all  that  pan  of  lots 
numbered  eight  and  nine,  block  number  two, 
which  lies  souih  of  the  line  of  excavation,  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  21, 
1852;  and  all  that  part  of  lot  number  one,  block 
number  five,  that  lies  within  the  boundaries  com- 
mencing on  the  western  line  of  said  lot  number 
one,  block  five,  at  a  point  ten  feet  north  of  the 
southern  line  thereof;  thence  east  parallel  with  the 
southern  line  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  lands  granted  by  the  Uni- 
ted Siites  to  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany; thence  north,  along  the  western  boundary 
thirty-four  feet  to  the  northern  line  of  lot  number 
one,  block  five;  thence  west  along  the  northern 
line  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  to  the  northwest 
corner  thereof;  thence  south  along  the  western  line 
thereof,  Ihirty-four  feet  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

THOMAS  RHODES. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  1^3,175  11  to  Thomas  Rhodes,  in  full 
satisfaction  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in 
opening  and  construciing  a  road  from  Mobile,  in 
Alabama,  to  Pasc^goula  Bay,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail,  in  the  year  1828,  in  pursuance  of 
an  implied  authority  and  contract  from  the  Post- 
master General. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ROBERT  JOYNETl. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Joynerr  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

It  projioses  to  direct  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  credit  Robert  Joyner,  in 
the  adjustment  of  liis  accounts  as  naval  store- 
keeper at  the  Pensacola  yard,  with  the  sum  of 
$CG2  43,  being  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  sundry 
articles  of  clothing  and  small  stores  which  were 
stolen  from  the  public  store  under  his  charge  at 
the  yard. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  report 
read.  It  appears  to  be  a  rather  extraordinary 
case. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read. 

In  April  last  one  of  the  warehouses  connected 
with  the  navy-yard,  in  which  the  public  clothing 
and  small  stores  were  deposited,  under  the  custody 
of  Mr.  Joyner,  was  clandestinely  entered  at  differ- 
ent periods  and  articles  stolen,  the  cost  of  which 
is  estimated  at  $662  43.  A  committee  of  officers, 
appointed  by  the  commandant  for  that  purpose, 
fully  investigated  the  circumstances, and  the  result 
of  the  investigation,  and  the  testimony  of  other 
officers,  show,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee, 
that  the  loss  was  not  occasioned  by  any  inatten- 
tion to  duty  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  store- 
keeper, but  was  owing  to  the  insecurity  of  the 
Storerooms.     The  correspondence  and  evidence 


in  the  case  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  who  declined  to  ufTord  relief  without  the 
authority  of  Congress. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

paymasters'  clerks. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
upon  the  Calendar  is  one  for  the  relief  of  pay- 
masters' clerks  who  served  in  Mexico,  which  has 
been  reported  adversely  from  the  Cominillee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  STUART.     Pass  that  over. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  move  to  concur  in  the 
adverse  report. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  is 
of  the  opinion  that  if  objection  be  made  the  bill 
must  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Then  I  move  ita  iodefinit* 
postponement. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  1  think  it  ought  not 
to  be  indefinitely  postponed.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  who  reported 
it  is  not  here. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  there  be  any  desire  to  hare 
it  acted  upon,  I  shall  raise  the  question  that  it  ii 
not  a  private  bill  at  all. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  is 
of  opinion  that  objection  being  made,  the  bill  rauit 
go  over. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over. 
JAMES  ERWIN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Erwin,  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  others,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
investigate,  audit,  allow, and  pay  to  James  Erwin, 
of  Arkansas,  a  fair  and  full  remuneration  for  the 
actual  losses  he  sustained  in  consequence  of  aeon- 
tract  he  made  with  the  United  States  in  September, 
1834,  to  supply  provisions  and  transportation  for 
the  use  of  the  Creek  Indians  expected  to  emigrate 
from  the  eastern  to  the  western  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  but  who  did  not  emigrate;  and  further, 
to  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inveatigate, 
audit,  allow,  and  pay  to  James  Erwin,  and  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Daniel  Greathouse, 
deceased,  a  full  and  fair  remuneration  for  the  actual 
losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  a  contract  made 
by  Erwin  and  Greathouse,  in  bis  lifetime,  and  the 
United  States,  in  December,  1835,  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  with  the  provision  that  in  estimating 
the  loss  in  either  case,  the  Secretary  of  War  ihall 
first  oacertain  the  actual  cost  of  delivering  the  sev-  ' 
eral  articles  named  in  the  contract  at  the  placea 
I  appointed  for  their  delivery,  and  then  what  they 
could  have  been  sold  for  at  auction,  or  otherwise, 
in  the  hands  of  a  prudent  agent,  and  that  the  differ- 
ence, if  any,  shall  be  considered  the  sum  actually 
lost. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed.  ,_ 

iMr.  JOHNSON  subsequently  said:  Since  the 
filing  of  ihe  papers  in  this  case,  James  Erwin  has, 
to  my  knowledge, died;  and  the  bill  should  he  for 
the  relief  of  his  heirs  and  legal  representatives. 
I  ask,  by  unanimous  consent,  that  the  bill  may  be 
amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Insert  "personal  representa- 
tives." 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  amendment  waa 
made. 

A.  G.  BENNETT. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  A.  G.  Bennett,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  theTreasury  Department,  in  settling  the 
accounts  of  Albert  G.  Bennett,  paymaster  in  the 
United  Slates  Army,  to  allow  him  credit  for  what- 
ever sum  of  money  he  may  prove,  to  the  satisfac- 
i  lion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  have  been  lost 
by  him  bv  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Vnlante, 
between  Vicksburg  and  Vazoo  City,  November  15, 
1853,  the  amount  not  to  exceed  $1,281  80. 

The   bill    was    reported  to  the  Senate  withoat 
amendment,  ordered   to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiid 
reading,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
URl  EMMONS'8  PATENT. 

The  bill   for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


871 


Uri  Emmons,  reported  from  the  Coimnittee  on 
Patenta  and  the  Patent  Office,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Commiilee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  must  object  to  that.  I  men- 
tion in  connection  with  it,  though ,  that  one  reason  is 
owingto  the  irregularity  with  which  our  reports  are 
filed.  1  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  fact.  On  my  file  the  reports  and  other  papers  are 
not  regularly  filed,  and  1  think  the  persons  whose 
duty  it  is  to  attend  to  it  should  do  it  better  than 
they  do.  As  far  as  my  documents  are  concerned, 
neither  reports  nor  bills  are  regularly  filed.  I 
often  find  myssif  at  a  los;  when  I  desire  to  refer 
to  them. 
The  bill  was  passed  over. 

MICHAEL  N0UR8E. 
•     The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Nourse,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  t<^  direct  the  proper  accounting  of- 
ficers of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Michael  Nourse, 
late  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  the  diflerence  between  the  compensa- 
tion received  by  him  as  chief  clerk,  and  the  com- 
pensation of  the  register,  for  the  time  that  he  per- 
formed the  duties  of  register  under  a  temporary 
appointment  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  oassed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
announce  to  the  Senate,  that  the  Calendar  has  now 
been  gone  through  with. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Dixon,  praying  compensation  for  extra  work 
done  by  him  on  the  court-house  in  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  while  the  said  eit^  was  within  the 
territorial  limit*  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Harris  Hill,  on  behalf  of 
himself,  and  the  heira  and  legal  rspresentativea  of 
WUIiam  Scott,  deceased,  praying  remuneration 
for  a  traot  of  land  granted  to  the  deceased  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  sold  by  the  United 
States  aq  puUie  land ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  PuMie  I.ands. 

Mr.  PRATT  presmted  the  petition  of  AltKk  A. 
Hoyle,  on  behalf  of  herself  and  others,  heira  of  the 
late  George  Hoyle,  late  of  Montgomery  county, 
Mar^landf,  praying  Congress  to  pass  an  act  to 
permit  George  W.  Hoyle  to  sell  and  assign  a  cer- 
tain land  warrant,  granted  to  the  said  George 
Hoyle  during  his  lifttime;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  the  potition  of  R.  Me- 
Cabe,  praying  a  grant  of  lano  to  the  President 
«nd  Directors  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Mackinaw 
Railroad  Company,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  horn  Greenville  to  the  Straits  of  Mack- 
inaw; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  lovre,  presented  eeren  peti- 
tions, signed  by  Shepherd  Knapp  and  others,  pen- 
■ion  agents  from  six  States — viz:  New  York,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Connecticut,  tfew  Jersey,  and  New 
Hamptihire — praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered;  which,  tngether  with  the  papers  on  the 
oubjeet  already  on  file,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
niittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

BILLS  INTRODCCED. 
Mr.  SLIDGLL  asked  and  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  L.  E.  L.  A.  Lawson,  sole  surviving 
heir  of  General  Eleozer  W.  Ripley,  deceased; 
'which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  CHASEa8ked,and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  to  the 
Cincinnati  and   Mackinaw   Railroad    Company 
certain  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  road ; 
-which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
BARK  ABEORA. 
Mr.  8L1DELL  asked  and  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
change  the  name  of  the  bark  Absona  to  Mount 
"Vernon ;  and  asked  for  its  immediate  consideration. 
Xhe  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  first  and  second 
time,    and  considered  as   in  Committee  of   the 
"Whole.     No  amendment  being  made,  it  wa«  re- 


ported to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 

a  third  reading,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

MINNESOTA  I.\no  DISTRICTS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  the  bill 
to  establish  additional  land  districts  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Minnesota,  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  toa  third  reading,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NOTICES. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  mention  to  the 
Senate  that  1  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  being 
absent  from  the  city  for  some  ten  days,  from  the 
beginning  of  next  week,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  on 
Monday,  if  I  can  have  the  opportunity,  ask  the 
Senate  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  allowing  a 
credit,  for  a  limited  period,  for  duties  on  railroad 
iron  imported  into  the  United  States;  which  was 
reported  by  me  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  desire  to  give  a  similar  notice. 
I  shall  ask  the  favor  of  the  Senate  on  Monday 
next,  to  take  up  the  bill  reported  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  National  railroad,  in  order  that 
I  mny  present  to  the  Senate  my  views  upon  it,  as 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  be  absent  from  the  city  to 
take  my  fainily  to  the  Pacific  coast.* 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OPTIEPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  ^jnil  7, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
bytRev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Post  Office  Department,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House  on  the  4th  instant,  on  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Gr«t.] 

Mr.  OCbS.  The  communication,  I  believe,  is 
a  reply  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  calling  for 
information  about  the  Alabama  mail  contract, 
which  was  nnderdiscussion  here  a  few  days  ago. 
I  move  to  dispense  with  its  reading,  and  to  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection,  it 
will  be  so  ordered.  <. 

SENATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated 
below: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Rail- 
road, and  the  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking 
Companies.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  to  enable  the  United  States  to  make  use 
of  the  solar  compass  in  the  public  surveys.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

An  ncl  for  the  relief  of  Hodges  &  Lansdale,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Rinaldo  Johnson  and 
Ann  E.  Johnson.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  Watson,  deceased.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Claude  Jones. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
TREATIES  WITH  THB  INDIAN  TRIBES. 

Mr.  ORR.  As  it  is  my  purpose  to  leave  the 
city  this  evening,  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  of  a  bill,  to  have  it 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  printed. 

The  Clerk  reported  the  title  of  the  bill,  as 
follows: 

Bill  defining  the  terms  on  which  treaties  shall 
hereafter  he  made  with  certain  tribes  of  Indians, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  a  bill  that  has  been 
-reported  back  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflnirs  with  certain  amendments. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  thot  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
and  that  the  bill  and  amendments  and  report  be 
printed. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

TRANSPORTATION  OP  THE  MAJLS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  to  empower  the 
Postmaster  General  10  oontract  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  Uivited  ^tes  nmil  froin  New  Orleans. 


to  San  Francisco,  according  to  time^  was  pending 
yesterday  when  the  House  passed  from  the  morn- 
ing hour.  The  pending  motion  is  to  commit  the 
bin  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale 
of  the  Union;  and  on  that  proposition  the  previous 
question  has  been  demantied. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  I  do  not  know,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  House  properly  understands  the 
proposition  before  them.  Some  gentlemen  near 
me  say  they  do  not  understand  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  bill  was  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 
A  motion  is  pending  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and  on  that  motion  the  previous  question  is 
demanded. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish 
to  ask  the  genUeman  who  called  for  the  previous 
question,  [Mr.  McMoLLihr,]  whether  be  will  not 
withdraw  that  call,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  modifir 
my  original  motion,  and  to  move  that  the  consia- 
eration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  for  three  weeks,  so 
that  it  may  not  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union?  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  so  far  favor  me. 

Mr.  RlcMULLIN.  I  cannot  withdraw  my 
call  for  that  purpose. 

The  quesuon  beingon  seconding  the  call  for  the 
previous  question, 

Mr.  TROUT  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered ;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and  Cox  wereappointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  GO,  noes  33. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  quorum  TOtisg. 
CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to.  The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  Chair 
announced  that  there  was  a  quorum,  138  members 
having  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  moved  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call  be  suspended. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  When  a  call  of  the  House  was 
ordered,  the  House  was  dividing  upon  a  calI,for 
the  previous  question,  and  that  business  is  first  in 
order.  Until  that  is  disposed  of,  the  gentleman 
from  Iiflliana  [Mr.  Parker]  cannot  be  entitled  to 
the  floor  for  any  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken,  and  the  tellers  will  resume  their  places. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  ask  tha  gentleman  who 
made  the  call  for  tellers,  and  also  the  gentleman 
who  moved  the  previous  question,  to  withdraw 
those  motions,  in  order  that  I  may  be  heard  a  mo- 
ment upon  the  bill  under  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tellers  have  been  ordered 
by  the  House,  and  the  call  cannot  be  withdrawn. 

The  tellers  resumed  their  places;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  tbey  reported — ayes  66,  noes 
67. 

So  the  House  refused  to  second  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  move  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  this  day  three 
weeks,  and  that  the  bill  and  amendment  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  That  is  th*  a\otian  I 
was  about  to  make. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  hope  that  ordei;  will  not 
be  made.  This  is  a  bill  that  we  can  now  disposs 
of  as  well  as  a^any  other  time;  aii,d  we  are  post- 
poning and  making  special  ordera  oS  too  many 
bills. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Teai9,s^see.  Is  this  motion  de- 
batable!* 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Then  1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  JOKES.  Upon  what  does  the  gentleman 
caIJ  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Upon  the  motion  to  posw 
pone. 

Mr.  J0NE3.  The  previous  question  cannot 
be  called  upon  that  motion.  I  suppose  the  pre- 
vious question,  if  seconded,  will  apply  to  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill,  and  that  will,  as  1  understand 
It,  cut  off  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  ORR.    It  will  have  that  effect  under  due 
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rule,  and  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not  be 
seconded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  would 
cut  ofT  the  motion  to  postpone,  but  not  thnt  to 
refer  lo  the  Cominiilee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  OKR.    But  thot  is  not  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
such  a  motion  is  pending. 

Mr  ORR.  But  the  motion  to  postpone  is  not 
debatable;  and  I  understand  that  the  House  iy 
brought  lo  a  direct  vote  upon  that  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thm  will  be  the  first  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  if  the  previous  question  is 
not  seconded;  but  if  it  is,  the  motion  will  be  cut 
off. 

Mr.  ORR.  Then  I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  seconded. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  bill  do  lie  upon 
the  lable. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Can  the  Chair  entertain 
thai  motion  while  there  was  pending  amotion  thnt 
the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  was  made  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  Then  came  a  motion  that  the 
further  consideration  of  ihe  bill  be  postponed;  and 
after  that,  a  motfon  that  the  bill  do  lie  upon  the 
table.  The  Chair  conceives  the  latter  motion  to 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  I  hope  that  the  motion 
will  be  voted  down,  and  that  the  bill  will,  at  least, 
be  allowed  to  live  for  three  weeks.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

[Cries  of"  No;"  "Call  for  tellers."] 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  1  withdraw  the  call 
for  yeas  and  nays,  and  demand  tellers. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  renew  the  call  fur  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  that 
the  bill  do  lie  upon  the  lable;  and  it  was  derided  in 
the  negative — yeas  66,  nays  78;  as  f-jllows: 

YEAS — Mpssr*.  Aberprotnbie,  nail,  Bell,  Boyce,  Brirlgeii, 
Carpenler,  Carulhers,  Chritinan.  Crocker,  CurlJK,  Jithii  G. 
Davif,  Tliniiins  OaviB,  Dnwfoii,  Dean,  Drum,  Diiiibur, 
En.'itinan,  Bilnitindfinn,  ElhiTirtjse,  Farlpy,  Flagler.  (Jrow, 
Hamilton,  Aarnn  Harlan,  SamnKnn  \V.  Harriii,  Haven, 
Heiiii,  nk-9ler,  Hilt.  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Ocorge  Vv.  Jones, 
J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kurtz.,  Lamb,  Lane,  Leiclier,  Ltndley, 
Maednnald,  McMiillin,  MnlleKon,  Mayall,  Meacham,  John 
<5.  Miller,  Morrition,  Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Morderai 
Oliver,  Packer,  Feck,  Peckliam,  Flielps,  Pratt,  Uolibiiia, 
lluffin,  Babin,  :6eward,  Heyiuour,  Hkelton,  Gerfil  Smith, 
George  \V.  Smylh.  SnodErasif,  Hlrallnn.  Jolm  J.  Taylor, 
Tracy,  Ellihii  B.  VVa-hlnirne,  Ifrael  \VH!»hburn— 66. 

NAYS— Me8J*r8.  Aiken,  Applelon,  Banks,  Bark^dnle, 
Benson,  BU«o]|,  Bnzg,  Cnnipttell,  Cllnndler,  Cbatclain, 
Church  well,  Ulingman,  Cobb.  Cook,  Corivin,  Cox,  Ctilliini, 
Dent,  Uiekin»in,  Disney,  Doivdell,  Edgerloii,  Elliott,  Elli- 
•on,  EnnliRh,  Everharl,  Fenton,  Fuller.  Grey,  Andrew  J. 
Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  H.irri^on,  Ila^ttniis,  Hibbard, 
IluitheK,  Hunt,  Kerr,  Killredze,  Knox,  Lalham,  Lind.iley, 
McDoMgall,  Mace,  Macy,  May,  Miller,  Olds,  Orr,  Parker, 
Pennington,  John  Perkins,  Heady,  Richardson.  Kiddle,  Da- 
vid Kitcliie,  Thomas  Rttchey,  Itrtwe,  Snije,  Sapii,  Shnnnrm, 
tibsw,  .Shower,  Frederick  P.  .Stanton,  Richard  H.  Slaiilon, 
Hestor  L.  Stevens,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G  Tavlor, 
Thurston,  Uphaiii.  Vail,  Vansant,  Wade,  Walsh,  Wells, 
John  Weiilworlh,Tap[»an  Wenlwortli,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
and  ZoliicoiTer— 7tf. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  question,  even 
then,  would  not  be  debatable. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  What  ia  the  state  of 
the  question  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  on  seconding  ihe  demand 
for  the  previous  question.  There  ia  a  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union.  There  is  alao  another  mo- 
tion to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  which  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  Then  I  wouldask  thegenlle- 
man  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  postpone,  so  thai  1 
may  be  heard  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  gratify  the  gentleman  by  wilh- 
drawingmy  motion.'if  the  gentleman  fiom  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Hamilton]  will  withdraw  his  call  for 
the  previous  question,  provided  he  will  renew  the 
motion  to  postpone  when  he  has  concluded  the 
remarks  he  proposes  to  make. 

Mr.   HAMILTON.     If   the  gentleman   from 
South  Carolina  will  withdraw  uncondlilonally  the 
motion  to  postpone,  I  will  withdraw  the  call  for  j 
the  previous  question.  i 


Mr.  ORR.  I  cannot  withdraw  the  motion  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certair\,  unconditionally. 

The  question  was  then  laken;  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  second  the  call  for  the  previous  ({uestioii. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  on  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
a  day  certain. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  1  would  ask-  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  lo  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  withdraw  it,  if  the  gentleman 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  LATHAM.     I  will. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  question  now  is 
on  the  motion  lo  refer  ihe  bill  lo  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LATH  A.M.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  which 
the  House  has  under  conHideration  now,  ia  one 
alfectiiig  BO  vilnlly  the  interests  of  my  constitu- 
ents, that  I  cuniiul  consent  it  shall  be  disposed  of 
without  having  an  opportunity  of  expressing  what 
I  deem  are  the  interests,  nut  only  of  the  Suite  of 
California,  but  of  ihe  General  Government,  in  the 
mailer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  1  am  in 
(avor  of  the  bill  before  the  House  in  its  details, 
because  I  think  that  there  mi^hl  be  a  subsiiiuie 
introduced  which  would  more  ell'eciually  carry 
out  what  ia  intended. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McMcL- 
LiN,j  in  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  upon  this  bill, 
took  occasion  to  call  the  aitentien  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  that  the  Post  Olfice  Uepartmeni  is  not 
now  a  self  sustaining  branch  of  the  Government; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  ii  is  a  lax  on  the 
Treasury,  and  there  has  to  bean  annual  appropri- 
ation in  order  to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures. 

However  true  that  may  be — and  I  ain  prepared 
to  indorse  all  of  the  sentiments  he  expressed — 1 
say,  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  thai  very  stale 
of  things  exists,  so  far  as  the  mail  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pucificcoasts  is  concerned, originates 
in  the  law  now  in  existence.  Thciirinciple  cf  this 
bill  is  intended  to  remedy  this  detect;  and,  if  it  is 
adopted  by  Congress,  it  will  be  found  ihul  it  will 
effect  the  very  re.'iult  which  the  gentleman  desires, 
lo  wit:  that  the  Post  Office  De(iartmenl  shall  be  n 
self-sustaining  branch  of  the  Government. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts.'  At  present  the  mail 
is  carried  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
San  Francisco  for  $850,000  per  annum.  The 
average  length  of  time  by  the  Panama  route — by 
which  route  the  mail  is  carried — is  about  thirty 
days,  it  has  been  done  in  twenty-five  days;  but 
the  average  lime  will  be  found  to  be  thirty  days. 
There  are  two  large  express  companies,  Adams 
&  Co.  and  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.,  which  carry  mail 
matter  by  Nicaragua,  charging  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  cents  on  a  letter;  and  the  trip  is  made  in 
twenty-two  and  twenty-three  days.  The  result 
is,  that  all  commercial  men  throughout  the  country 
avail  themselves  of  these  facilities,  as  the  most  ex- 
peditious and  the  best  calculated  to  carry  out  their 
purpose,  to  wit:  to  expedite  them  in  the  delivery 
of  messages  which  materially  affect  their  interests. 

The  mail  mailer,  therefore,  which  is  carried  by 
these  express  companies,  amounts  lo  about  one 
third  of  the  regular  United  Stales  mails;  and  thus 
the  Department  ia  cut  off  from  about  one  third  of 
its  revenue,  which  goes  to  the  maintenance  of 
these  large  express  companies. 

Now,  what  does  this  bill  propose?  It  proposes 
that  when  the  Government  ascertains  that  a  mail 
can  be  carried  by  any  other  route  than  the  one 
established,  in  a  more  expeditious  manner,  iUf 
coniracl  shall  terminate  with  the  existing  route, 
and  shall  be  given  to  that  route  which  will  carry 
it  more  expeditiously. 

There  are  four  routes  between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific  now  occupying  the  attention  of  men  of 
capital — the  Panama  route,  the  Nicaragua  route, 
the  Tehuaniepec  route,  and  the  route  between 
New  Orleans,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Acapulco.  I  have 
no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  the  mails  will  be 
eventually  carried  in  fifteen  days.  I  believe  thai 
the  mail  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco 
can  be  carried  safely  by  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Aca- 
pulco route  in  fifteen  days.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  will  ever  be  carried  in  ten  days,  at  a  cost 
lo  the  Government,  under  this  bill,  of  §1,600,000, 
which  seems  10  be  the  great  objection  of  many  gen- 
tlemen to  the  bill.  You  now  pay  $850,000  to 
carry  the  mails  in  from  twenty-seven  to  thirty 
days. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Nine  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 


Mr.  IjATH  AM.  Ninehundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand  dollars,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says. 
This  bill  proposes  that  the  mail  shall  becarried  in 
twenty  five  days  for  £10,000.  And  if  the  lime  is 
reduced  lo  fifteen  days — which,  in  my  opinion  is 
the  lowest  possible  limit  that  it  can  be  carried — it 
will  cost  $1,000,000,  or  but  linle  over  what  the 
Government  Is  now  paying  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  by  the  Panama  roule  in  twenly-ceven 
to  thirty  days. 

Now,  what  I  desire  lo  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  10  more  particularly,  is,  that  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill  are  right.  If  theGovernment  de- 
sires to  relieve  itself  from  the  burden  of  taxation 
in  carrying  and  keeping  up  the  mail  between  ihc 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coast,  it  must  adopt  this  prin- 
ciple, or  it  cannot  possibly  relieve  itself  from  a 
large  burden  of  taxation  laid  upon  its  shoulders.  ' 
I  wish  lo  say,  further 

Mr.  SMITH, of  Virginia.  Will  the gentl«nmi 
from  California  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  not 
received  a  single  letter  from  California  for  months. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  That  is  the  true  condition  of 
things;  and  so  far  do  1  know  such  delay  in  re- 
ceiving letters  from  California  lo  be  true,  that  the 
really  important  matter  which  comes  to  me  as  a 
member  of  this  body  i  receive  regularly  by  the 
express  companies,  and  it  reaches  me  some  five 
or  six  days  before  the  mail  reaches  me.  And  this 
is  the  case  in  the  experience  of  the  commercial 
men  of  the  country.  It  is  these  express  compa- 
nies which  relieve  the  Post  Office  Department  of 
that  income  which  it  should  properly  receive,  and 
which  should  go  towards  sustaining  the  route  that 
is  at  any  lime  established. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
fact.  If  you  send  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  the  result 
will  be  that  the  bill  will  never  be  reached, and  this 
Congress  will  adjourn  without  beingable  to  obtaio 
any  action  whatever  upon  it,  whether  it  contaioa 
merits  or  not.  If  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ia 
postponed  for  three  weeks,  why  then  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  can  inves- 
tigate this  matter;  they  can  see  whether  this  bill 
is  capable  of  being  amended  in  its  details — and,  for 
one,  i  think  it  is — and  the  bill  can  then  be  properly 
reached. 

The  committee  can  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  re- 
lieve the  Government  from  debt,  and  obviate  the 
very  objections  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMcllin]  has  expressed  against  tha 
bill,  and  which  I  know  are  entertained  by  other 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor.  When  It  comes  up  for 
consideration  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks, 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  OlBceand  Post  Ronda 
can  report  a  substitute  and  amendments, and  then 
it  can  be  discussed  fully  by  the  House,  and  the 
result  will  be  ihal  the  Government  can  carry  out 
that  principle,  which  we  all  know  will  tend  to  re- 
lieve the  Post  Office  Department  from  ihat  burden 
of  taxation  which  is  now  imposed  upon  it.  I  now 
renew  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Oiin,]  that  the  consideratioit 
of  the  bill  be  postponed  for  three  weeks. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  Latham]  yield  me  the  floor  for  a 
moment? 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  cannot  do  so  wiihoul  tha 
consent  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Orr.1 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  frort 
California,  if  they  will  not  consent  to  withdraw  tha 
motion  for  only  two  or  three  minutes? 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
McMullin]  will  promise  lo  renew  the  motion, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  give  the  gentle- 
man from  California  permission  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  Having  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I  will  now 
yield  the  floor  lo  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  ihink  if  the  House  will 
examine  the  bill  for  a  moment  they  will  see  the 
importance  of  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Yesterday 
when  I  addressed  the  f{ouse,  I  remarked  that  I 
was  not  prepared  lo  say  whether  I  should  vota 
for  or  against  Ihe  bill — that  it  was  a  new  propoaii 
lion  sprung  upon  the  House  for  the  first  time. 
Since  thnt  time,  however,  I  have  been  looking 
somewhat  into  this  question. 

If  you  pass  this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  or 
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even  when  amended  aa  indicated  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  California,  [Mr.  Latham,]  what  will  b« 
the  practical  efTecl  upon  the  country  r  I'liere  are, 
as  you  have  been  informed  by  the  gentleman  from 
California,  three  or  four  routes  over  which  the 
mail  may  be  carried.  Do  you  mean  to  say — do 
you  mean  that  this  Congress  shall  say — that  you 
will  80  frame  the  bill  as  to  compel  the  PoatmBsler 
General  to  give  this  mail  service  into  the  hands  of 
any  particular  individual  or  company? 

1  undertake  to  say,  if  you  examine  the  practical 
efTect  of  this  bill,  that  you  will  establish  a  monop- 
oly in  favor  of  the  Tehuantepec  route.  And,  sir, 
it  may  cost  this  Govsrnment,  annually,  on  that 
route,  from  $1,000,000  to  $1,500,000  to  carry  the 
mail-  from  New  Orleans  to  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Is  the  Houfse  prepared  to  confer  authority 
on  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  $1,500,000  for 
carrying  the  mail  from  any  one  point  of  this  coun- 
try to  another? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  wish  to  ask  my 
colleague  a  question,  if  ns  will  permit  mc  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McMULLtN.  Certainly;  1  will  yield  for 
a  question  to  be  asked. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  the  House 
to  understand,  and  I  wish  my  colleague  [Mr. 
McMullin]  to  understand,  that  the  object  pro- 
posed to  be  accomplished  by  this  bill  is  to  .liminish 
the  cost  of  transporting  the  mail  between  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  and  to  increase  the 
revenue  to  the  Post  Office  Department  from  that 
service.  I  ask  my  colleague  if  the  reason  why  the 
rural  districts  have  been  neglected — and  I  agree 
with  him  in  the  desire  to  improve  post  office  fa- 
cilities in  the  rural  districts — has  not  been  on 
account  of  the  absorption  of  the  income  from  the 
Post  Office  Department  by  these  great  lines? 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  by  the  project  of  this 
bill — and  I  beheve  in  my  soul  such  will  be  the 
result — the  expenses  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  be  diminished,  and  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  be  increased,  ( ask  whether  the 
natural  eneet  of  it  will  not  be  that  the  rural  post 
office  business — to  be  a  litiU  facetious — will  "smile 
and  blossom  aa  the  rose?" 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  no  doubt  that  mv 
colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  is  of  opinion  that  this  bill 
will  effect  a  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  I  tell  him  that  the  bill  will  not  effect 
the  objects  which  it  professes  to  secure.  I  would 
ask  thegentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.CRURCB- 
WELL,]  or  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  have  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General  on  this  question  read  to  the 
House.    I  understand  it  is  in  his  possession, 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  And  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMnLLiirj  to  refer 
to  the  Globe  of  yesterday,  and  he  will  see  that 
the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  which  he 
alludes,  has  been  published  at  my  r^uest. 

Mr.  McMDLLIN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  send  the 
Globe  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  that  the  letter 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  published  therein,  be 
read  for  the  information  orthe  House. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  ask  also  that  the  sixth 
section  of  this  bill  be  read  at  the  same  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  proceed  to 
read  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the 
morning  hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  is  not 
expired  by  three  minutes. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  sixth 
section  of  the  bill,  and  aAerwards  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General  on  the  subject,  as  published 
in  the  Globe. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  is  as  follows: 

«  9cc.  a.  .Jnd  he  it  fiatkir  tnacltd,  That  H  at  anjr  tine 
during  ihe  rxistence  or  thli  contract,  any  other  Individuals 
or  company  shall  establish  a  mare  speedy  conveyance  of 
the  mails  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Fraacisco,  and 
sliall  ffive  proortothe  PoMinssier  General  that  said  convey- 
ance lias  been  in  successHil  operation  Tor  three  consecutive 
months,  thea  and  In  that  case  ii  shall  be  Ihe  dniy  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  transfer  this  contract  to  said  Individ- 
nal  or  company,  whereupon  the  former  company  or  indi- 
vidual shall  not  be  deemed  10  have  any  elalm  ibr  damsfe, 
or  otherwise,  against  the  Government. " 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  desin  to  inform  the 
House  that  this  letter  has  reference  to  the  original 
bill,  and  therefore  it  doss  not  apply  to  Uie  bill 
under  consideration  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  flatter  myself,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  need  not  further  trespass  upon  the  time  of 
the  House,  after  they  have  heard  read  the  letter 


of  thePostmaster  General  in  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion. Aregentleroan  prepared  to  say;  is  thegen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [Mr.  CucacHWELi.]  him- 
self prepared  to  say;  is  my  colleague  prepared  to 
say,  that  tbey  understand  this  matter  better  than 
the  Postmaster  General, a  gentleman  who  has  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  that  Department,  and  whose 
whole  time  and  talent  have  been  devoted  to  it? 

Mr.  CHURCHW'ELL.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  how  long  that  gentle- 
man has  been  Poatmaster  General  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  linows  as 
well  as  1  do;  most  of  the  time  since  the  coming  in 
of  the  present  Administration.  1  would  ask  the 
gentleman  how  long  he  has  had  charge  of  this 
bill? 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  have  had  charge  of 
it  for  about  two  years;  ever  since  the  vote  which 
was  had  upon  increasing  the  compensation  of  the 
Collins  line  of  steamers. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  stale,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  Postmaate'r  General  un- 
derstands the  interests  of  the  Government,  in 
its  postal  arrangements,  as  well,  at  least,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Is  this  House,  in 
the  face  of  the  decleurations  of  that  letter;  in  the 
face  of  the  information  given  upon  the  call  of  the 
committee,  that  under  the  Tormer  bill  it  would 
cost  this  Government  upwards  of  $2,000,000, 
prepared  to  pass  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  With  due  deference  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  with 
alt  respect  for  the  honorable  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, I  would  remind  the  gentleman  that  that  offi- 
cer is  but  a  man,fallibleliKe  ourselves,  and  justas 
liable  to  err.  Hence  his  opinion  should  be  con- 
sidered and  weighed  well,  even  if  it  be  yielded  to. 
We  are  here  a  part  of  a  coSrdinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  and  have  a  right  to  determine  for 
ourselves  upon  all  the  facts  connected  with  the 
case. 

Mr.  EDOERTON.  Has  the  moraing-  hour 
expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
has  not  the  floor  to  make  a  motion  to  go  into  com- 
mittee, if  that  is  his  intention. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  having 
expired, it  is  in  order  to  make  a  motion  to  go  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  auapended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union ;  and  1  desire  to  ask  if  this  is  not  objec- 
tion day? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  objection  day. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  And  for  that  very  reason 
we  ought  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  Private  Carendar.  There  are  several  bills 
upon  the  Calendar,  the  reports  accompanying 
which  can  be  read,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  bills 
be  passed.  It  is  due  to  those  interested  in  private 
claims  that  we  should  once  in  a  while  go  into 
Committee  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  desire  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a 
moment,  and  allow  me  to  make  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Lands  Claims,  by  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference. 

Mr.  EDOERTON.  I  should  be  glad  to  accom- 
modate thegentleman;  but  I  will  say  to  him  that 
the  Committee  of  Claims  have  a  large  number  of 
claims  which  they  are  very  anxious. to  reportat  the 
earliest  possible  moment;  and  if  any  favoritism 
is  to  be  shown  to  any  committee,  I  think  it  should 
be  to  ours. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
I  think  of  going  home  shortljr,  at  least  I  shall 
probably  be  absMit  firom  the  city,  and  I  hope  he 
will  lUlow  me  to  make  the  report.  > 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order.  Does 
the  gentleman  withdraw  bis  motion? 

Air.  EDGERTON.  No,  sir,  I  will  not  with- 
draw the  motion;  but  if  no  gentleman  objects  to 
the  introduction  of  the  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  I  will  not. 

There  being  no  objection — 

Mr,  LANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill ;  which  was  read  a  first 


and  second  time  by  its  title  aa  follows,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  report,  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  authoriziitg  Robert  Graham  to  locate  six 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  of 
land  in  lieu  of  the  one  undivided  half  part  of  cer- 
tain lands  patented  to  John  Edgar  and  John  Mur-' 
ray  St.  Clair  by  the  Governor  of  the  Northeastern 
Territory. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  desire  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  allow  me  to  ask  the  unaniiiious  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  upon  a  very  important 
subject. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  will  state  to  the  House 
that  1  am  informed  by  the  Clerk  that  the  bills  and 
reports  which  have  lately  been  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  have  not  been  printed. 
This  is  objection  day,  and  if,  as  I  understand  is 
the  fact,  there  are  no  bills  upon  the  Private  Calen- 
dar which  have  been  printed,  except  those  which 
were  |-«td  tlie  last  objection  day — about  eight 
cases — there  can  be  no  object  in  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.  1  will  therefore 
withdraw  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMnLLiH]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  There  is  a  motion  pend- 
ing, made  by  myself,  to  go  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  had  not  the 
right  to  take  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  fhiin 
Virginia  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Is  it  competent  for  me 
to  arrest  the  debate  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to 
go  to  the  consideration  of  tne  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move,  then,  that  the 
House  go  to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's 
table. 

•  Mr.  CULLOM.  I  hope  the  House  will  go  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  submit  the  mo- 
tion that  Ihe  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON  CASE. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  upon  a  very  important  subject, 
requiring  our  immediate  action,  and  to  which  I 
am  very  sure  there  will  not  be  an  objection  when- 
it  is  understood.  It  is  in  reference  to  the  burning 
of  the  steamboat  Martha  Washington.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  to  withdraw  his  motion 
for  that  purpose.  •• 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  apprehend  no  with- 
drawal is  necessary,  if  the  gentleman  has  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  to  make  the  motion.  I 
certainly  shall  not  object. 

There  l>eing  no  objection, 

Mr.  PARKERj  frem  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  introduced  the  following  bill;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  ils  title: 

A  bill  to  defray  the  expenses  growing  out  of  the 
burning  of  the  steamboat  Martha  Washington. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  hope  the  House  will  in- 
dulge me  in  having  the  bill  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  JONES,  ofTenneasee.  If  it  is  in  oi^er, 
I  move  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  understand 
it  makes  an  appropriation,  and  I  think  it  should 
go  there. 

Mr.  PARKER.  It  does  make  an  appropria- 
tion; but  ifAht  House  will  listen  to  me  for  a  mo- 
ment, I  think  there  will  be  no  objection  to  paying 
it,  without  being  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  is  a  matter  growing  out  of  the 
burning  of  the  steamboat  Martha  Washington, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary yesterday.  That  committee  held  a  special 
session  this  morning,  to  take  the  subject  into  con- 
sideration; and  they  thought  it  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  warrant  them  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it  to-day. 

It  will  be  recollected,  because  it  is  a  matter,  I 
believe,  ofuniversal  notoriety,  that  some  two  years 
ago  this  steamboat  was  burned  on  the  tower  Missis- 
sippi, under  circumstances  which  satisfy  ihepoUie 
mind,  I  think,  that  there  was  not  only  connected 
with  that  matter  one  of  the  most  stopendous  ftauds 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J74 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  7, 


ever  known  in  ihia  counlry,  bui  over  and  above 
th»l,  the  liigli  crimes  of  arson  onil  murder;  for  no 
less  than  sixteen  persons  lost  their  lives  in  the 
conflagration.  The  country  has  been  at  immense 
pains  during  these  two  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  these  offenders  to  justice.  Facia  have 
transpned  recently  to  satisfy  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee that  nine  mdividuals  now  incarcerated  at 
Helena 

Mr.  JOXKS,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  rules  of  the  House  require  ih^it 
B  bill  making  an  appropriation  must  have  its  first 
consideration  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I 
myself  cannot  see  how  this  Government  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  crime  of  burning  that  steam- 
boat, or  the  payment  of  the  judicial  e.xpenses  in 
prosecuting  the  criminals. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  will  explain  to  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  and  am  satisfied  that  he  will 
raise  no  objection,  if  he  understands  the  matter. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  iJie  gentleman  from  Indiana  shall  pro- 
ceed .' 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  PARKER.  Some  four  or  five  of  the  per- 
■ons  who  were  supposed  to  be  implicated — in  fact, 
there  is  no  doubt  about  their  implication  in  thnt 
great  crime — were  arrested  under  a  law  of  the 
United  States  makingaconspiracy  under  such  cir- 
cumsinnces  highly  criminal.  They  were  tried  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of 
•Ohio.  Forthewantoftestimony,  which  hasquile 
recently  come  to  light,  those  individuals  were  ac- 
quitted. They  havesincc  been  arrested  nnderthe 
requisilionof  the  Governor  of  Arkansas,  and  some 
nine  of  them,  whom  the  committee  deem  unques- 
tionably guilty,  are  in  jail  at  Helena,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas.  The  preliminary  examination  comes 
on  in  ten  days  from  this  dale,  on  the  17lh  of  this 
month;  and  it  is  a  matter  deemed  of  immense  im- 
portance to  the  country  that  those  persons  should 
be  vigilantly  and  thoroughly  prosecuted.  As  I 
said  before,  murder  and  arson,  as  well  as  a  most 
stupendous  fraud,  are  involved  in  this  matter;  and 
it  is  deemed  unsafe  to  leave  this  thing  in  the  atti- 
tude in  which  it  now  stands,  to  be  prosecuted  by 
a  weak  county — the  county  of  Philips  in  the  Slate 
of  Arkansas — without  some  aid.  It  is  the  object 
of  the  bill  to  afford  that  aid,  and  make  some  re- 
quital for  those  who  have  expended  their  own 
'  means  in  the  arrest  of  these  individuals,  under  «he 
requisition  of  the  Governor  of  Arkansas. 

I  imagine,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  said  enough. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  further.     This 
•  matter  is  one  of  universal  notoriety,  and  one  which 
-Jitts  attracted  the  attention  of  every  member  on 
this  floor. 
'      Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.   Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  PARKER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STANTON*  1  will  simply  reply  to  the 
remark  or  objection  of  my  colleague  over  the  way, 
that  the  bill  reported  provides  that  no  part  of  this 
money  shall  be  expended  towards  a  prosecution 
in  State  courts,  unless  the  Secretary  shall  be  satis- 
fied that  the  crime  and  the  circumstances  of  its 
perpetration  involve  also  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  in  order  to  meet  the  scruples  of 
some  gentlemen  who  have  a  difficulty  in  reference 
to  such  application  of  the  public  fund.  ' 

I  will  remark  further,  which  my  friend  from 
Indiana  seems  to  have  omitted  in  his  slalement, 
that  this  band  of  confederates  extends  from  the 
city  of  New  York,  through  all  the  eastern  and 
western  Slates,  as  far  as  New  Orleans;  and  that 
it  has  been  necessary  to  send  to  almost  every 
State  of  the  Union,  or  at  least  numbers  of  them, 
in  order  to  arrest  these  criminals.  And  there  is 
an  equal  necessity  to  send  to  those  different  States 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  witnesses. 

Now,  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  crime  was 
conceived  in  thecity  of  Cincinnati,  persons  having 
confederated  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  large  in- 
surance on  fictitious  articles  on  board  of  this  steam- 
boat, purporting  to  be  packed  in  boxes  which 
contained  nothing  but  trtimpery,  and  when  this 
boat  was  fired  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  on  her 
passage  down  the  river,  while  incidentally  or  ac- 
cidentally passing  through  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
State,  it  is  very  clear,  as  the  Secretary  of  State 
says,  thot  the  local  interests  of  Arkansas,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  county  of  Philips,  in  this  crime,  bears 
no  comparison  to  the  general  interests  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  bringing  the  offen- 


ders to  justice;  and  it  was  upon  this  view  that  the 
Coniniiute  on  the  Judiciary  thouj;ht  liiemselves 
jtistilied  in  reporting  this  bill,  under  the  urgent 
circunislunces  of  the  case. 

Now,  the  county  of  Philips,  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  isconiparatively  a  poor  county — rich  in  lands, 
but  sparsely  populated;  and  this  prosecution  will 
require  an  expenditure  of  ihousands  of  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  jusMce.  And  what  inter- 
est have  the  people  of  Philips  county,  in  Arkan- 
sas, in  bringing  these  parties  to  justice.'  Whatin- 
terest  have  they  in  imposing  upon  themselves  the 
heavy  burden  of  taxation  which  will  be  necessary 
to  nieei  the  expenses  of  the  prosecution  ?  Sir,  they 
have  no  inloresi  in  it. 

This  crime  was  committed  on  the  bosom  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  which  is  agreat  highway  of  the 
nation,  connecting  together  a  number  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  and,  therefore,  entitled  to  be  called, 
in  Ihe  language  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  "  an  inland  sea." 
If  this  crime  had  been  committed  on  any  of  the 
tide  waters  of  the  country,  it  would  have  been 
within  the  jurisdiciion  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stales;  but  as  the  Mississippi  river  is  not  affected 
by  the  tides  of  the  Gulf,  it  is  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
add  anything  to  what  has  already  been  said.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  withdraw 
his  motion,  and  allow  the  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  have  heard  no  reason  which, 
I  think,  should  satisfy  any  one  that  this  is  a  case 
to  which  the  United  Slates  should  be  a  party,  or 
of  which  the  United  Stales  should  be  made  to  pay 
the  expenses. 

If  this  GovernmeKtis  to  be  made  to  take  juris- 
diction of  all  offenses  that  are  to  be  committed 
upon  therivers  of  the  country,  and  upon  the  steam- 
ers and  other  crafts  npon  the  waters  of  ihe  country, 
it  will  in  a  short  time  extend  itself  to  all  the  rail- 
roads of  the  country.  Are  not  the  railroads  at 
R resent  as  much  highways  of  the  country  as  the 
tississippi  river  is?  Sir,  this  Government  would 
be  absorbing,  in  my  opinion,  the  domestic  con- 
cerns of  the  Slates — things  which  legitimately  and 
of  themselves  belong  to  the  Slates,  and  not  to  this 
Government.  The  tendency  of  things  is  too  much 
to  centralization — to  the  absorption  of  everything 
which  pertains  to  the  States  within  the  power  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government. 

I  do  not  know  what  are  the  particular  laws  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas.  The  county  of  Philips 
may  be  poor;  but  I  do  not  suppose  that,  because 
this  offense  has  to  be  prosecuted  in  that  county, 
because  it  is  there  that  these  persons  are  to  be 
tried,  necessarily,  or  under  the  laws  of  that  State, 
the  county  of  Philips  must  pay  the  e.xpenses  of 
the  prosecution.  In  the  State  in  which  i  live,  the 
county  furnishes  the  jury,  but  all  the  olher  ex- 
penses, for  witnesses,  attorney's  fees,  and  every- 
thing, save  the  per  diem  of  the  jurors,  are  paid  by 
the  Slate,  in  all  cases  of  felony. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  myself 
practiced  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  I  learn 
this  morning  from  one  of  the  Senators  from  that 
Stale,  who,  I  know  very  well,  is  an  extensive 
practitioner  in  that  State,  that  the  expense  of  this 
prosecution  must  be  paid  by  the  county  of  Philips. 
And  even  if  it  did  come  from  the  treasury  of  the 
Slate,  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  has  just  as  little  in- 
terest in  this  mailer  as  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  PARKER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  will  allow  me,  I  will  make  a 
suggestion  which  I  think  will  relieve  him  from 
difficulty.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  form,  at  most, 
that  this  case  is  now  in  the  State  court.  Although 
there  are  some  four  or  five  of  these  individuals 
who  have  been  arrested  for  conspiracy  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates,  there  are  some  four  or 
five  others  who  have  never  been  arrested  and 
tried;  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Government,  in  my  estimation,  to  ssy  thot  those 
men  held  in  custody  should  not  go  at  large  until 
they  are  indicted  for  the  crime  for  whicli  ihey 
stand  committed  against  the  United  Stales.  For 
that  reason  alone,  if  there  were  no  other  merits 
in  the  case,  I  tliink  that  the  bill  ought  to  be 
passed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  There  is  but  one 
reason,  in  my  opinion,  for  coming  with  this  case 
here  at  all;  and  that  is,  that  the  Uniled  Slates  have 
a  full  Treasury,  and  are  able  to  pay  this  expense, 
and  thai  these  people  may  get  the  expenses  of  this 
prosecution  out  of  the  National  Treasury.  Where 


are  the  owners  of  thissleamboat?  Where  are  the 
individuals  who  suflerei!  by  this  crime.'  Where 
are  all  the  interests — the  steamboat  interests — that 
are  involved  in  a  crime  of  this  character,  commit- 
ted upon  these  western  waters.'  Those  interests 
are  certainly  adequate  and  able  to  meet,  to  defray, 
the  expenses  of  this  case.  It  would,  at  any  rate, 
be  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent,  for  ihis 
Government  to  take  the  jurisdiction  of,  and  defiay 
Ihe  expenses  of,  crimes  and  misdemeanors  com- 
milted  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State.  I  insist 
upon  the  enforcement  of  the  rule  which  requires 
that  bills  of  this  character  should  go  to  the  Coni- 
miilee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAIiER.  Objection  being  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  the  bill  must  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  PARKER.    If  the  House  will  indulge  me, 

I  will  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 

Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 

.  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  this 

bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  cannot  be  done,  as  the 
House  can  only  resolve  itself  into  the  Commillee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  a 
particular  subject. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  House  in  relation  to  this  bill.  I  have  no 
expectation  that  the  House  will  pause  in  iu  evi- 
dent intention  to  take  means  for  passing  this  bill. 
It  strikes  me  that  this  is  a  very  objectionable  pro- 
ceeding indeed.     What  is  it.' 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  demand  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

Mr.  PARKER.     Is  my  motion  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  competent  for  the 
House  to  determine  thnt  it  will  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  that  particular  bill.  Itcan  only  go  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union  generally. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  hope  that  the  bill  will  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  n  motion  pending 
to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committeeof  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  must  be  first 
put. 

The  question  was  put;  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Does  not  the  bill  go,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  to  the  Committeeof  the  Whole, 
containing,  as  it  does,  an  appropriation  of  money? 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  withdraw  the  motion  I  made 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary, and  will  allow  the  bill  to  goto  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  no  objection  is  made,  the 
bill  will  beso  referred,  and  printed.  The  question 
now  pending  is,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Commillee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

RELIEF  OF  HARRIET  LEAVENWORTH. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  following 
bill;  which  thereupon  received  the  signature  of  the 
Speaker: 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Harriet  Leaven  worth, widow 
of  the  Ittie  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Leavenworth. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  motion  logo  into 
committee. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Orr  in  Ihe  chair.) 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee,  at  its  last 
silling,  had  under  consideration  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill, on  which  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  CARUTHERt]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  CARUTHERSsaid  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  dwell  on  the  necessity  for  organizing  ter- 
ritorial governments  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 
He  would  content  himself  with  remarking  that  the 
last  House  of  Representatives,  in  obedience  to 
the  known  wishes  of  the  people,  passed  a  bill  for 
this  purpose. 

The  resistance   to   the  proposed  organiiuition 
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was  founded  on  two  grounds.  The  one,  that  it 
TToiaiea  our  treaty  stipulation*  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  involves  the  viotalion  of  good  faith 
and  party  obligation  by  repealing  the  wghth  sec- 
tion uf  the  act  of  March  6,  1820.  So  far  as  the 
first  objection  goes,  the  Indian  rights  are  well  pro- 
tected. 

He  proposed  to  come  to  the  immediate  consider- 
ation of  the  high  question  of  honor  aaii  good  faith 
involved  in  this  bill.  The  question,  he  said, over- 
rides all  party  considerations.  It  is  true  it  is  pre- 
sented as  an  Administration  measure,  and  it  is  true 
that  he  was  here  as  a  Whig;  but  he  was  not  here 
to  oppose  any  Administration  measure  because  it 
is  thus  brought  forward.  He  was  here  to  follow 
to  the  end  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment.  He 
believed  that  the  Administration  has,  on  this  sub- 
ject, talcen  high  national  ground,  and  planted  itself 
on  the  great  American  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment— which  is  not  involved  m  jiny  mere  party 
issues — the  right  of  the  people  to  determine  for 
themselves  the  character  of  their  domestic  instita- 
tions.  He  held  to  th*  doctrine  of  congressional 
non-intervention. 

As  lo  the  saercdnem  of  the  Misaoori  compact, 
the  .North  violated  it  in  less  than  twelve  months 
from  the  time  of  its  passage.  That  measure  was 
cradled  in  a  tempest,  and  has  been  true  to  its  origin; 
for,  from  that  day  to  1850,  the  Abolitionists  have 
from  year  to  year  become  stronger  from  the  slavery 
excitement.  He  contended  that  we  shall  never 
have  peace  until  the  subject  is  sxpalled  from  these 
Halls.  Expel  it,  and  the  occupation  of  the  agita- 
tors will  be  gone. 

In  conclusion ,  he  eloquently  spoke  of  the  North 
and  the  South,  of  their  past  glones,  and  their  pres- 
ent obligations  jointly,  to  uphold  the  Constitution 
of  the  country.      * 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  Mid  that  he  did 
not  propose,  in  discussing  the  Nebraska-Kansas 
bill,  to  submit  any  temorka  in  reference  to  the 
Badger  amendment.  He  should  pass  it  by  as  a 
matter  of  no  practical  importance.  It  was  sufB- 
cient  for  him  that  this  bill,  with  or  without  that 
amendmeot,  opened  all  oar  unorganiEed  territory 
to  slavery;  and  this,  too,  in  derogation  of  a  com- 
pact solemnly  entered  into,  the  intention  of  which, 
from  the  very  nature  of  things,  must  have  been  to 
consecrate  to  freedom  this  vast  territory,  so  long 
as  the  Slate  of  Missouri  should  exist;  for  one 
part  of  the  compromise  was  to  have  been  as 
durable  as  the  other. 

He  then  replied  to  the  argument  that  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  was  unconstitutional,  and  con- 
tended that  not  only  had  Congress,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, the  power  to  enact  it,  but  that  it  was 
now  its  duty  to  maintain  it. 

He  repudiated,  the  idea  that  the  bill  contained 
the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  cited  its  pro- 
visions to  prove  that  it  did  intervene. 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MACDONALD  obuined  the  floor. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to  give 
way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  MACDONALD.  1  will  yield  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.    I  then  submit  that  motion. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Commiiteeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union  gensrally 
under  consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill  com- 
monly known  as  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  and 
had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

[A  mcsmge  was  here  received  from  the  President 
or  the  United  Slates,  by  the  hands  of  Sidnbt  Wu- 
fTBK,  Eaq.,  his  Private  Secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  the  President  had  signed  the  bin  au- 
thorizing the  construction  of  six  first-class  steam 
frigates,  and  for  other  purposes.}' 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  rise  to  ask  the  consent  of 
the  House  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  leave  la.  correct  a  clerical  error  in  the 
report  mode  by  us  on  yesterday. 

Ho  objection  being  made,  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  RIDDLE,  f  move  that  when  iSis  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  foca  divis- 
ion on  the  question,  for  tellen,  and  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.    [Laughter.] 

Tellers  ver^  not  ordered,  only  fourteen  voting 
in  Ibt  oArwatjvf , 


Mr.  JONES.  Now  I  demtuid  the  yeas  and 
nays.  If  the  yeas  and  oays  be  refused,  I  ask  a 
division  of  the  House  on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  adjourn 
over  until  Monday;  and  on  a  division,  there 
were — ayes  93,  noes  30;  no  quorum. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  demand 
tellers  on  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tellers  and  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  both  refused. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  had  understood  that  only 
tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays  were  refused. 

Mr.  JONES.    No,  sir, 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
withdraws  his  motion,  I  will  renew  it,and  we  can 
then  have  another  test  of  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ over 

Mr.  ORR.    1  renew  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  And  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
[Laughter.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
Campbell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  103,  noes  15. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HAVEN.  This  morning  a  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company, 
and  theGeoigia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  I  believe, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair.  Since  that  refer- 
ence was  made,  some  papers  have  been  placed  in 
my  hands,  from  which  1  learn  that  the  gentleman 
from  Oeorgia,  [Mr.STiPHENB,]  who  is  absent  from 
his  seat,  but  is  expected  to  be  back  in  a  few  days, 
has  charge  of  the  matter,  and  wiriies  to  give  it  a 
particular  direction,  i  therefore  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  that  bill  was  so  referred, 
and  I  ask  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  may  be 
entered,  and  lie  over  until  the  return  of  the  gentle- 
man fh>m  Georgia. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  accordingly  en- 
tered for  future  consideration. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
refer  the  Senate  bills  upon  the  Speaker's  tables  as 
they  are  rapidly  aceuroulatine.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  House  proceed  to  us  bnsiocas  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  took  some  time 
to  count  a  quorum  just  now  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ over;  and  it  is  evident  that  there  is  not  a 
working  quorum  here.  1  therefore  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  half-past  three  o'clock,  p. 
m.,the  House  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  ^yriX  10, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiluam  H.  MtLSOBH. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  resolutions  passed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  town  of 
Medfield,  Massachusetts,  protesting  against  the 
passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
ilonls  of  Gardner,  Mossachusetu,  praying  a  re- 
duction of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage  to  two  cents; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  a  resolution,  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Randolph,  Vermont,  re- 
monstrating against  the.passage  of  any  act  for  the 
adraissioi^pf  slavery  north  of  36°  30*;  which  was 
ordered  tolie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Colchester  and  its  vicinity,  Connecticut,  pray- 
ing the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  will  best  secure 
the  principles  of  religious  freedom,  and  especially 
for  the  protection  of  American  citizens  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  conscience  and  of  reli- 
gious worship,  as  well  as  the  right  to  bury  their' 
dead  in.  such  way  as  may  seem  to  them  most 


appropriate,  when  residing  or  traveling  in/oieign 
landH;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  memoriaf-of  citi- 
zens of  Syracuse,  New  York,  praying  Congress 
to  reduce  ihe  charge  for  the  transit  of  letters  across 
the  Atlootic  to  two  cents  for  every  letter  weighing 
not  more  than  half  an  ounce;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Chemung  county. 
New  York,  praying  that  the  homestead  bill  may 
become  a  law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  members  of  the  Mechanics' 
Mutual  Protection  Society,  of  Elmira,  Chemung 
county,  New  York,  praying  that  the  homestead 
bill  may  become  a  law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Warwick,  Orange 
county.  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  grant 
that  the  children  of  such  revolutionary  officers 
and  soldiers  as  were  slain  in  battle,  or  died  in  said 
service,  (whose  widows  died  previously  to  the  act 
being  passed  granting  pensions  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,)  may  receive  the  pensions 
their  mothers  would  have  received  had  they  lived 
until  the  act  was  passed;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  following  petitions,^  remonstrances, 
&c.,  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, and  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  Ter- 
ritories; which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Petitions  of  citizens  of  Qrand  Rapids,  Michi- 
gan; 

Of  inhabitants  of  Burton,  New^York; 

Of  inhabitants  of  Haveratraw,  New  York; 

Of  inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  New 
York;  and 
•    Of  citizens  of  Niagara  county.  New  York; 

Protest  of  C.  J.  'Walker  and  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-two  others,  citizens  of  De- 
troit, Michigan; 

Memorial  of  resident  preachers  of  thegospel,of 
Rochester,  New  York; 

Remonstrance  of  the  church  and  congregation 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  in  Lebanon, 
New  York; 

Memorial  of  Bemhard  Behrend,  of  Narrows- 
burg,  New  York;  and 

Memorial  of  male  and  female  residents  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  secure 
religious  liberty  to  American  citizens  residing  or 
traveling  in  foreign  countries;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  that  a  contract  may  be  entered  into  with 
Christian  Hansen  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  between  Brooklyn,  New  Ifork,  and  certain 
ports  in  Europe;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  three  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Connecticut,  protesting  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  New  Britain, 
Connecticut,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Lovett  and  sixty- 
nine  others,  citizens  of  Winchester,  Connecticut,, 
praying  for  the  free  grant  of  the  public  lands  to 
such  actual  settlers  as  are  landless;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  S.  T.  Van 
Derze,  on  officer  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  of  1813,  praying  an  amendment 
of  the  bounty  land  and  pension  laws;  which  w^s 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  E.  H. 
Wingfield,  praying  compensation  for  expenses 
incurred  while  acting  as  agent  to  the  Apache  In- 
dians; wbich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AflTairs. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  an  additional  document 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  remu- 
neration for  losses  incurred  in  a  contract  for  car- 
rying certain  mails  ip  Texas;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  documents  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  Andrew  Taylor  and  H^nry 
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Smith/ for  compenBation  Tor  a  certain  tract  of  land 
at  Sitico,  Old  Town, Tennessee,  sold  by  the  Legis- 
lature ot'thai  Stale,  under  misrepresentatinns  made 
to  them;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indidn  AfTairx. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANDfNG  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  w«8  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Ohio  Palls  Marme  Railroad  Company, 
prayine;  the  aid  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  marine  railway  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  steamboats  around  the  Pall.)  of  the  Ohio, 
Bubniilted  an  adverse  leporl  ihereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  MASON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  in- 
troiluce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Rnilroad  Company  to  e.yteiid  their  railroad  to  a 
point  on  the  Potomac  river,  at  or  neaf  the  city  of 
Washington. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  com- 
penration  to  such  persons  as  may  be  designated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  and  re- 
ceive the  public  money,  under  Ihefifieeiilh  section 
of  the  act  of  6ih  August,  184C,  for  the  additional 
services  required  under  that  acl,"approved  March 
2,  ISaS;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  AT  DBTROIT. 

Mr.  CASS  sulimitied  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Retolced,  Tliat  the  Committee  nn  Commerce  be  Innfruct 
ed  to  inqiiiie  iiiin  the  expcdii'iicy  of  luakiiig  an  appniprl- 
aii'-n  lor  llie  coiwinicuoii  of  a  custom  hnutiK,  and  also  an 
appropriation  for  111**  conHtructtiMi  of  a  marine  huspilai,  at 
Detroit,  in  llic  State  of  .Michigan. 

MAILS  IN  UPPER  PENINSULA  OF  MICHIGAN. 
Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Rnalrtd,  That  the  Comniitlnc  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poiit  Koail^  be  iiii<truclf>(1  to  inquire  into  ihc  expediency  of 
incrcavine  the  mail  facilities  in  tiie  Upper  Peninsula  of  the 

Slate  of  Michigan. 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  HON.  D.  D.  BARNARD. 
Mr.  FISH  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Rewtve<l,  That  the  Prejidcnlof  the  United  States  here- 
(jue.ledloconiinuiiicaleto  the  Senate,  if  not  in  tils  opinion 
liiconipaiitili;  wiili  ilic  pnlilic  intirMl,  copies  ol  ihc  corre 
•pondcMce  of  Mr.  U(irnard,  laic  Minister  of  the  United 
Slates  Ml  I'niBsia,  wllii  the  Uniled  Slates  consul  at  Bre- 
men, and  of  ihat  consul  with  the  Government  of  Bremen 
relaiive  to  ihe  case  of  Mr.  Conrad  Sirhiniill,  a  nalurnlizeii 
cili7.en  of  Ihe  United  .Slates,  arretted  at  Bremen,  and  de- 
tained there  upon  a  reqiiifilion  from  Ihe  Government  of 
Hanover,  elntming  .Sehnildl  as  a  subject  of  that  Kiiiedoni 

Alsrt,  a  copy  of  u  lill.r  addressed  by  Mr.  Barnard,  wliile 
Miiiisler  of  Ihe  Uniled  Slates  at  Berlin,  to  his  Maje.«ly  ihe 
kiiigol  Pruasia,  III  Oeloher.  IWa,  on  Ihe  snbjeel  of  reli 
gious  lolernlioTi.  ,ind  of  a  di.paleh  addressed  by  Mr.  flarnar.l 
to  Ihe  DepnrimenI  of  Stale,  in  reference  thereto. 

Also,  copies  of  the  correspondence  of  ihe  Legation  of  Ihc 
Uniled  Slates  at  Berlin,  with  the  Minisier  of  the  (jrand 
Duke  of  B.iden,  at  Berlin,  in  reg.ird  to  the  arrest  and  mat- 
treaimeni  of  E.  T.  Dana,  W.  B.  Dn  ighi,  and  Ilr.  Ramsey 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  at  Heidelberg,  in  Uie  Grauci 
Duchy  of  Baden. 

NOTARIES  PUBLIC. 
Mr.  B.^DGER.  I  a.'ik  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  allow  me  to  introduce  a  bill,  and 
have  It  passed  now,  of  which  no  notice  has  been 
given;  and  I  am  sure  that,  when  I  state  what  it 
IS,  there  will  be  no  objection.  We  passed  an  act 
in  the  year  1850,  authorizing  notaries  public  to 
lake  and  certify  affidavits  in  certain  cases.  By  a 
second  section  of  the  bill,  put  to  it,  it  was  extended 
and  included  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  some 
way  or  other  in  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  lefi  out.  The  object  of 
the  bill  which  I  wish  to  introduce,  is  simply  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  that  act  to  the  District  of 
Columbia.  It  was  an  oversight  by  which  it  was 
left  out  in  the  engrossment  of  that  bill.  1  now 
ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  enable  me  to  introduce 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled,  "  An  acl 
to  authorize  notories  public  to  take  ond  certify 
oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledgments  in  cer- 
tain cases." 

Leave  was  granted,  and  the  bill  was  read  o 
first  and  second  time,  and  considered  us  in  Com- 
niiltec  of  the  Whole. 
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It  proposes  to  enact  that  all  the  powers  and 
authority  conferred  in  and  by  the  act  referred  to, 
approved  September  16,  1850,  upon  notaries  pub- 
lic, in  the  States  and  Territories,  be  vested  in  no- 
taries public  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CHASE.  When  this  bill  was  before  the 
Senate  on  a  former  occasion,  an  omendment  was 
made  to  it  authorizing  notaries  public  throughout 
Ihe  country  to  take  depositions  to  be  used  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  Slates.  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  that  amendment  made  to  this  bill,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  passed  over  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it. 

Mr.  BA  DGER.    Let  it  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  move  to  postpone  its  further 
consideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was^agreed  to. 

WILLIAM    B.    EDWARDS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  ihe  Senate  on  I'Viday  last  passed 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Edwards, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  amendment  which 
ought  to  have  been  made  but  was  overlooked. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  ihird  reading  was 
also  reconsidered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "four"  from  the  words  "eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-four."  It  was  put  in  by  a  cler- 
ical mistake,  in  the  eiigro.ssment  of  the  bill.  The 
pension  will  then  commence  in  "eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  lime. 
The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 
Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from  the 
select  committee  "  for  theconstructionof  a  railroad 
from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific 
ocean." 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  had  proposed  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  take'up,  this  morning,  t^e  bill  which  I  indi- 
cated on  last  Friday;  but  lam  notatall  disposed  to 
interfere  with  the  Senator  from  California,  who,  I 
know,  is  so  situated  as  to  make  it  highly  import- 
ont  to  him  lo  be  able  to  do  to-day  what  he  pro- 
poses to  do.  I  shall,  therefore,  give  way  to  him 
very  cheerfully;  but,  as  I  am  under  the  necessity 
of  leaving  town,  I  hope  the  Senate  will  oblige  me 
to-morrow,  by  taking  up  that  bill  in  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the 
claims  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army 
was  made  the  special  ordi-r  for  to-day.  1  have  no 
disposition  to  interfere  with  other  gentlemen,  but  I 
am  afraid  ihal  if  that  bill  is  pushed  out  of  its  place 
now,  1  shall  have  some  difficulty  in  getting  it  up 
again.  I  should  prefer  to  have  it  considered  now, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  will  occupy  half  an  hour.  I 
say  to  thf  gentleman  from  California,  however, 
that  if  it  id  likely  lo  lead  to  debate,  I  will  move 
myself  for  its  continuance,  so  as  to  enable  him  lo 
go  on  wiih  his  speech;  but  if  we  could  dispose  of 
that  bill  this  morning,  it  would  be  very  desirable 
lo  do  so. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  intrude  on  the 
Senator  from  South  Caroliiio,  but  1  should  be 
much  obliged  to  hiin  if  he  would  permit  me  to 
occupy  some  time  this  morning  in  giving  my  views 
on  the  subject  of  the  Pacific  railroad.  I  shall  be 
necessarily  away  from  the  city  in  a  day  or  two; 
at  least  I  shall  be  called  out  of  my  place  in  the 
Senate.  I  will  certainly  aid  the  Senator  in  getting 
up  his  bill  at  any  reasonable  lime. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  Senate  are  aware  of  the 
necessity,  on  my  part,  as  I  conceive,  to  ask  them 
to  proceed  lo  the  consideration  of  E.xecutive  busi- 
ness in  preference  to  any  other.  The  Senator 
from  California,  however,  spoke  to  me  this  morn- 
irig,  and  for  considerations  which  I  fully  appre- 
ciate, personal  to  himself,  asked  that  he  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  his 
favorite  railroad  scheme  for  a  short  time,  and  I  told 
him  that  he  should  certainly  have  my  consent, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Senate  that  after  that  was 
done  I  should  move  for  an  Executive  session. 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  lo  con- 
sider the  bill  for  the  con.otructinn  of  a  railroad 
from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  lo  the  Pacific 
ocean. 
Mr.  GWIN.    Mr.  President,  the  history  of  the 


country  presents  no  instance  of  a  meature  of  great 
national  importance  in  which  there  has  been  each 
unanimity  of  publie  sentiment  in  its  favor  as  the 
project  of  connecting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
by  means  of  Railway.  We  are  left  in  no  doubt 
as  to  the  jiidgmcnt  of  the  American  people  on  this 
auliject.  The  agriruliural,  commercial,  mecheii- 
icttl,  anil  manufacturing  interests;  our  statesmen 
who  held,  and  who  now  hold  high  places  io  the 
councils  of  the  nation;  our  citizens  in  primary  oa- 
^emblies,  and  Legislatures  of  Sovereign  Siatee, 
have  declared  in  its  favor;  and  the  Press,  in  its 
power,  in  terms  not  to  be  misunderstood,  has 
echoed  and  reechoed  public  opinion  in  iia  support, 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other.  Yet  noth- 
ing definite,  thus  far,  has  been  done,  although  ap- 
peals have  again  and  again  been  made  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Uniled  States  to  take  the  initiative 
in  this  great  measure.  Upon  what  plea  can  we  go 
before  the  tribunal  of  puidic  opinion,  and  excuse 
ourselves  for  longer  delay-  With  an  overflowing 
Treasury,  whose  annual  accumulations  are  a 
source  of  embanassmeni,  reversing  the  experience 
of  all  other  nations,  and  happy  in  the  quiet,  yel 
progressive  developmeniof  the  arts  of  peace,  with- 
out a  speck  of  war  threatening  our  horizon,  what 
lime  more  propitious  ihan  the  present  for  us  to  act 
in  this  matter,  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  us  liy 
public  scniiment,  and  which  the  Chief  Magistrate 
has  so  distinctly  recommended  in  his  annual  roes- 
sage  lo  Congress.' 

Ask  me  "for  any  thing,  but  lime, "said  the  great 
Napoleon,  "and  you  shall  have  it."  Is  there  any 
Senator,  friendly  lo  this  measure,  who  is  insensi- 
ble lo  the  importance  of  immediate  leeislaiinn  in 
regard  to  it?  Individuals,  for  a  few  (leeimg  years, 
perform  their  part,  and,  one  after  another,  soon 
pass  off  the  theater  of  human'affairs.  Their  use- 
fulness in  the  role  of  life  is  then  .seen  in  the  wis- 
dom of  their  policy,  of  which  posterity  will  best 
judge.  The  necessity  for  this  work,  in  a  thousand 
tbrma,  crowds  upon  the  mind  as  we  survey  our 
present  condition,  our  capacities,  ourwanLi.  The 
enriching  power  of  trode,  foreign  and  domesiit;, 
and  the  prospect  of  our  advance  in  greatness,  are 
the  inducements  to  begin  it  now.  The  results  no 
one,  at  this  time,  can  properly  estimate. 

The  Select  Committee  chorged  with  this  subject 
have  given  it  that  careful  examination  which'  iu 
importance  demands,  and  have  instructed  me,  as 
Chairman,  to  report  the  bill  now  under  consider- 
aiion.  To  secure  prompt,  cordial,  and,  ifpossible, 
unanimity  of  action,  we  have  endeavored  carefully 
to  exclude  everything  that  might  give  rise  to  con- 
stitutional doubt  or  objection,  or  tend  in  any  man- 
ner to  create  local  orscciiorial  prejudices. 

It  proposes  a  grant  of  land  by  the  Government 
similar  to  that  repeatedly  conceded  from  the  days 
of  President  Monroe,— thirty  years  ago, — down, 
:  through  every  successive  Administration,  to  the 
present  period,  with  a  reasonable. compensation  for 
carrying  the  United  States  mails.  It  establishes 
no  eastern  terminus.  It  gives  no  preference  to  any 
j  Stale  in  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi — no 
advantage  to  any  particular  locality,  exct'ot  that 
given  by  nature  herself;  and  as.iigns  the  contract, 
on  ample  security,  lo  the  besl  bidder,  after  full  and 
luir  competition.  The  means  are  no  more  than 
adequate  to  secure  the  result,  and  not  a  dollar  is 
lo  be  paid  from  the  National  Treasury  except  for 
service  performed.  By  this  bill  the  mail  will  be 
carried  daily,  both  ways,  in  less  than  a  week,  from 
our-Ailantic  and  Pacific  borders,  for  little  more 
than  it  now  costs  for  a  semimonthly  mail,  occu- 
pying near  four  weeks  in  the  transit.  Withoui 
ihcpiod,  the  lands  are  valueless;  but  with  it  the 
alternate  sections  will  bring  millions  of  dollars  into 
the  Treasury,  whilst  an  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious population  will  settle,  cultivate,  and  rapidly 
fill  up  the  country  on  cither  side  of  the  route  from 
Ihe  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific. 

Is  it  nol  our  clear  constitutional  tight  to  con- 
struct this  great  highway  through  the  territory  of 
the  United  Suies.'  Could  language  be  more  ex- 
plicit than  the  delegation  of  authority  in  the  fourth 
ariicle  of  the  Constitution,  for  Congress  "  lo  dis- 
pose of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  States-," 
coupled  with  the  power  given  in  the  first  article, 
"  in  esiablish  post  offices  and  po.si  roaijs;"  saying 
notlung  of  those  powers  naturally  flowing  out  of 
ihnt  instrument  to  carry  out  its  great  purposes) 
The  POSTAL  SYSTEM  was  stipulated  for,  even 
under  the  Confederation.     In  the   ninlh    article. 
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CongrcM  had  the  ezcliisive  right  of"  establiahmg 
and  regalating  post  offices  from  ant  State  to  anothtr 
(hrodghout  the  United  Stales,  and  exacting  such 
postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  same 
as  may  be  requisite  to  defray  the  e;cpenses  of  the 
said  office."  When  the  original  draft  of  theCon- 
siiiutimi  was  prepared,  it  only  proposed  to  give 
Congress  "the  power  to  establish  post  offices," 
but  it  was  subsequently  amended  by  adding  "  and 
post  rosds;"  in  which  form  it  waa  adopted  with- 
out opposition. 

The  federalist,  in  an  article  prepared  by  Mr. 
Madison,  in  discussing  the  proTisiona  of  the  pro- 
posed new  form  of  tiovemment,  declared  that 
*'  the  power  of  establishing  post  roads  muat,  in 
every  view,  be  a  barmleaa  power;  and  may,  per- 
haps, by  judicious  management,  become  produc- 
tive of  great  public  convenience.  Nothing  which 
lends  to  facilitate  tbc  intercourse  between  the 
Stales  can  be  deemed  unworthy  of  the  public 
care." 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  had  been  projected 
before  the  ddte  of  nur  act  of  independence.  On 
the  11th  of  June,  1776,  the  revolutioiMury  Congress 
resolved  that  *'a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
nnd  digest  the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered 
into  between  the  Coloniee."  Their  ratification, 
however,did  not  begm  until  1778, and  waa  not  con- 
tummated  until  Ist  March,  1781.  From  ihia  period 
until  the  year  1789,  when,  on  the  4th  of  March,  the 
Pint  Congress  met  under  the  new  Constitution, 
the  power  given  in  respect  to  the  postal  system 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  asTenty-five  post 
offices,  with  a  total  extent  of  mail  route  of  1,875 
miles,  at  a  cost  for  mail  transportation  of  f32,081. 
The  efficacy  of  the  new  and  enbrged  delecation  of 
sower  in  the  Comtitution  appears  in  the  fact  that, 
in  the  ten  years  immediately  preceding  the  begin- 
ning o(  the  present  century,  s  Utile  over  the  period 
n  which  the  postal  system  had  existed  under  the 
Confederatiop,  the  number  of  poet  office*  in  the 
[Tnion  rose  to  903,  with  an  extent  of  post  route  of 
i0.8I7  miles,  at  a  cost  of  mail  tranaportation  of 
M38.644.  The  succeeding  ten  years  it increaaed  to 
i,300  post  offioes,  with  86,406  miles  of  post  route, 
kt  a  cost  for  mail  service  of  |327,966.  From  that 
wriod  it  has  been  steadily  advancing,  until,  in  the 
^ear  1853,  there  were  20,901  post  offices,  214,284 
niles  of  post  mote,  at  a  cost  for  mail  iranait  of 
H.23S,311.  For  the  past  year,'^(I853,)  we  have 
!2.788  post  offices.  218,743  miles  of  post  route, 
ind  $4,989,758  paid  by  the  people  for  oi;ganizing, 
miareing,  and  perfecting  this  mighty  aystem, 
vhich,  like  the  nerves  of  the  human  ]fody,  is  de- 
ligned  to  be  extended  over  every  part  of  our 
:ountry,  carrying  intelligence  from  the  center  to 
he  extremities  of  the  Republic.  Is  it  not  uni- 
'ervally  admitted  that  intelligence  is  the  vital  prin- 
iple  of  popular  institutions,  the  current  of  life  that 
s  to  sustain  them,  aM  renew,  in  its  regular  flow, 
heir  health  and  power? 

Is  not  the  authority  which  the  Constitution  con- 
ers  for  promoting  the  arta  and  seienees,  and  the 
lolicy  established  by  the  founders  of  thisGovern- 
nent  in  setting  aparta  portion  of  ourpublic  domain 
0  the  cause  of  education^  an  evidence  of  the  im- 
inrtance  they  attach  to  the  dissemination  of  knowl- 
d^  as  the  mainspring  of  progress? 

The  prompt,  speedy  communication  of  intelli- 
ence  is  the  great  desideratum  of  the  age.  We 
eek  it,  like  the  diffusive  light  of  day,  as  an  ele- 
nenl,  not  merely  of  social  enjoyment,  of  mental 
mprovement,  but  of  induatrial  prosperity. 

The  telegraphic  wires  new  stretching  over  the 
Tnion,  the  British  Isles,  upon  the  continent  of 
Europe,  even  reaching  Asia  and  Northern  Africa, 
Bsaing  over  river*,  and  under  inland  seas,  and  the 
lilliona  that  are  paid  for  the  service,  confirm  the 
■ulh  here  asserted. 

The  post  horse  and  eoontry  road  have  yielded 
>  the  post  coach  and  turnpike;  these  to  the  rail- 
ray  and  ateftm-engine;  whilst,  in  speed  of  irana- 
lif^sion,  the  Eleotnc  power  has  passed  ths  summit 
r  human  expectation,  by  its  triumphs  ovsr  time 
nd  apace.  Upon  what  ground  can  we  withhold 
■Ota  California  direct  means  of  intereommunioa- 
on  equal  to  those  poaseased  by  her  aiater  States 
n  the  Atlantic,  when  the  Constitution  declares  in 
■  fourth  artiele,  that  "the  citizens  of  each  State 
hall  be  entitled  to  all  privilege*  and  immunitie* 
fuhe  *everal  Statea?" 

In  view  of  this  constitutional  oblipition,  will 
oa  not  extend  to  her  a  participation  in  that 
'oiuUrful  ■yuem  of  iobuM   iranait  and  iiiier^ 


course^ with  her  sister  Statea  which  other*  enjoy 
wilhout  stint  or  limitation  ?  Will  you  leave  us, 
separated  and  disconnected  from  you  by  half  a 
hemisphere,  and  compel  us  to  seek  our  ancient 
homes,  and  mingle  with  you  only  by  encountering 
the  privations  of  an  overland  journey  through  an 
Indian  country,  or  the  dangers  of  ths  sea  in  coming 
sround  the  wesiern  and  eastern  slopes  of  the  North 
American  continent  through  foreign  territory;  or 
in  pursuing,  for  seventeen  thousand  miles,  the 
watery  track  around  Cape  Horn?  I  have  thus 
considered  this  sitbjeet  as  part  of  a 

POSTAL  SYStEM,  esteemed  by  every  en- 
lightened nation  so  important  to  it*  proaperity, 
and  in  which  we  seek  a  fair  participation.  It  ha* 
been  operating  in  the  political  transitions  of  the 
country,  from  the  Revolution  to  the  present  time; 
snd  the  people  of  California  as|^  to  have  extended 
to  them  its  full  benefits,  not  as  a  favor,  bat  a*  a 
constitutional  right.  We  ask  ihe  exercise  of 
no  disputed  power,  such  a*  the  construction  of 
a  road  by  the  United  State*  Oovemmeni  through 
the  limits  of  a  Sovereign  State.  We  leave 
the  extension  of  the  road  through  California 
lo  ths  Stale  hersrff,  and  in  addition  to  compen- 
sation for  carrying  the  United  States  mails,  ap- 
propriate public  land,  in  limited  quanlitiea,  and 
with  specified  restrictions,  in  accordance  with  le- 
gislative pteeedents,  well  established  for  nearly 
a  third  of  a  ceniifry.  It  is,  in  fact,  only  neces- 
sary to  consult  our  statute-traoks  for  the  last  three 
years,  to  see  the  unqualified  manner  in  which  this 
congressional  power  haa  been  exercised.  I  refer 
more  especially  to  the  act  of  Congresa,  approved 
September,  1850,  to  grant  "  the  right  of  way,  and 
MAKiHO  a  grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Mis>issir>>i,  and  Alabama,  in  aid  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  frnm  Chitaeo  10  Mobile."  Also, 
that  of  June  10,  1852,  "  granting  the  right  of  way 
to  the  Stale  of  Missouri,  and  a  roRTioN  or  tuc 
rtiBLic  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  State;"  followed  by  a  general  act, 
approved  August  10, 1852,  granting  **  the  right  of 
way  to  all  rail  and  plank  roads  and  macadamised 
tumpihea  through  the  public  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  Slates.  And  the  act,  approved  February 
9,  1853,  "  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  making 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  Slates  of  Arkansas  and  Mis- 
souri, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
a  point  on  the  Mississippi,  opposite  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  river,  via  Litile  Roek,lo  theTexa*  bound- 
ary, near  Fullon,  in  Arkansas,  with  branche*  to 
Fort  Smith  and  the  Mississippi  river." 

Upon  these  precedents,  and  numeroiia  grants  of 
public  land  lo  other  States  of  the  Union,  which, 
unlike  CsKfnrnia,  have  been  fostered,  nurtured, 
and  sustained  by  the  National  Treasury  from  ter- 
ritorial infancy  up  to  their  political  majority,  and 
have  since  received  the  benefiis  of  large  con- 
cessions of  the  richest  agricultaral  lands,  w*  ask 
of  Congreas,  and  have  a  right  to  ask,  upon  the 
terms  of  even-handed  justice,  that  ourfar-oAT  State, 
exiled  by  a  continent  of  territorial  apace,  shall 
be  placetl  upon  an  equal  footing  with  other  Sb.tes 
of  the  Union;  and  who,  in  justice,  can  alisnd  up 
here  and  deny  us?  The  biH,  it  is  true,  pro- 
poses an  increase  in  the  number  of  alternate  aec- 
tions,  but  not  grsater  in  proportion  than  what  is 
believed  to  be  reasonable,  when  we  consider  the 
low  cost  of  materials  and  labor,  at  the  great  centers 
and  thoroughfare*  of  trade  on  and  nea[  the  Miosis- 
sippi,  in  contrast  with  the  enormous  prices  which 
they  command  with  us,  and  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting equipments  to  the  other  side  of  the  eonti- 
nenL 

These  consideration*  *o  fully  jiMtify  the  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  quanity  of  land  as  to  render 
argument  or  comment  almost  unnecessary.  It 
seems,  in  fiiel,  indispensable,  in  a  relative  point  of 
view,  if  we  intend  to  place  California  on  equal 
terms  with  her  sister  land  States,  who  have  been  so 
liberally  dealt  with  by  Congress. 

In  thus  leaving  the  State  of  California  to  con- 
struct the  extension  of  the  Pacific  railway  through 
her  limits,  we  avoid  infringement  of  State  sover- 
eignly or  snyennstiintion.il  difficulties.  The  diver- 
sity and  essential  difference  of  views  held  on  this 
subject  by  distinguished  statesmen  had  not  escaped 
aitention,  but  were  deliberately  considered  in 
framing  the  bill  before  you. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  POWEB. 
We  find  th*  opinion  haa  been  advanced  with 
great  ability,  and  eminent  juridioal  learning,  that 


the  elapse  in  the  Conatitution  respecting  "poet 
roads,"  gave  Congress  an  txprta,  not  implied^ 
power;  and  that  the  non-exercise  of  this  power, 
in  its  full  extent,  in  regard  to  the  conatruction  of 
"  post  roads,"  but  merely  designating  existing 
Stale  roads  as  post  routes,  was  not  a  surrender  of 
the  power,  and  did  not  exhaust  it;  but  that,  under 
the  Constitution,  it  still  exist*  as  a  full  right,  and 
may  be  exercised  whenever  in  the  judgment  of 
Congress  it  may  be  necessary.  This  construction, 
however,  falls  within  the  reasoning  and  principles 
that  assert  a  still  larger  exercise  of  congressional 
interposition  in  works  of  internal  improvement. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  bis  annual  meswge  of  December, 
1806,  and  his  successor,  lyir.  Madison,  in  his  mes- 
sage of  December,  1816,  denied  any  socb  general 
power  in  Congress. 

President  Adains,  on  the  other  hand,  in  his  in- 
augural of  the  4th  March,  1825,  took  a  contrary 
view,  which  sanctioned  the  principle,  and  favored 
expenditures  from  the  National  Treasury  for  such 
purpose*.  In  1827,  the  Houaeof  Repreeentativea, 
by  a  large  majority,  voted  on  appropriation  for  the 
coniinuation  of  surveys  of  routes  and  roads.  In 
1830,  that  body  look  sn  opposite  position,  and 
rejected,  by  a  decided  majority,  a  bill  to  construct 
a  road  from  Buffalo  to  New  Orleana;  and  in  that 
same  yesr  President  Jackson  held  that  Congiea* 
possessed  no  power,  under  Ihe  Constitution,  to 
construct  roads,  or  voie  money  for  inleroal  im- 
provements of  a  tocal  diaraettr,  but  admitted  that 
the  right  to  make  appropriations  for  works  of  a 
nslianai  ckaracltr  had  so  generally  obtained  as -to 
warrant  iwexcreiae. 

In  hi*  meesag*  of  May,  1822,  President  Monroe 
examined,  with  eminent  ahiiuy,  the  constitutional 
provision  delegating  authority  to  Congress  respect- 
ing "  post  rosds."  He  snalyzed  the  suljeet  by  an 
almoat  irresistible  process  of  reasoning,  and  by 
hia  construction  confined  and  reatrieied  the  power 
iit  such  a  manner  aa  to  avoid  the  slightest  trespa** 
upon  the  right*  end  jurisdiction  of  the  sovereign 
Stalsa.  The  power,  as  thus  defined,  is  held  to 
be' the  true  constitutional  doctrine;  ami,  in  accord- 
ance with  it,  we  propose  that  California  ahall 
make  her  own  portion  of  the  Pacific  road,  from 
its  junction  on  her  eastern  boundary  lo  the  ocean; 
and ,  make  to  her  a  grant  of  land ,  in  atrlct  and  exact 
obedience  to  legislative  precedents,  to  aid  her  in 
the  construction  of  ihe  same. 

"  Suppose,"  aeid  a  distinguished  jurist  who  once 
adorned  the  supreme  bench,  thst "  the  State  roads 
Uo  not  furnish  (as  in  point  of  fact  ihey  did  not  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and 
as  hereafter,  for  many  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  limes  of  war,  and  otherwise  ihey  may  not) 
auitable  routes  for  the  mails,  what  is  then  to  be 
done?  Is  the  power  of  the  General  Government 
to  be  paralyzed?"  Such  consideraliona  doubtles* 
had  their  weight  with  Congrass;  for  in  1806,  during  , 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  law  was 
passed,  by  which  the  President  waa  authorized 
"  to  cause  lo  be  opened  a  road  from  the  frontier  of 
Georgia,  on  the  route  from  Athens  to  New  Orleans, 
till  the  aaroe  intersect*  the  thirty-firat  degree  of 
north  latitude,"  and  "  to  cause  to  be  opened  a  road 
or  roads  through  the  territory,  lately  ceded  by  the 
Indians  to  the  United  Stales,  from  ihe  river  Mis- 
aiaaippi  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  former  Indian 
boundary  line  which  was  established  by  the  treaty 
of  Grenville;"  and  to  cause  to  be  "  opened  a  road 
from  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Nat- 
chez, in  the  Mississippi  Territory."  Here,  and 
in  other  example*  which  could  be  ciied,  we  find 
Congreas  expressly  requiring  the  Executive  of  the 
General  Government  to  have  a  road  opened  even 
through  the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State;  but  waiv- 
ing these  precedents,  and  adhering  to  the  sounder 
constitutional  doctrine,  which  forbida  the  exercise 
of  auch  powera  by  Congress  within  the  boundarie* 
of  a  State,  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  so  drawn 
that  the  strictest  eonstructionist  can  take  no  eA> 
oeption  to  them  in  this  respect. 

That  there  must  be  an  ocean  outlet  from  that 
immenae  territory, extending  from  the  Mississippi 
valley  on  the  east  to  tke  Pscificon  the  west,  must 
be  conceded  by  every  member  of  the  Senate. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  active,  restless,  and 
enterprising  race  of  men  already  finding  their  way 
for  seulement  in  that  direction,  and  soon  to  fill  it 
up  by  millions,  with  their  high  capacities  of  civ- 
ilization, can  be  confined  in  their  trade  and  buai- 
ness  of  life  to  expansive  prairie*  and  plains,  or 
walled  in  between  the  rock*  of  the  Sictm  Madte 


Digitized  by 


Google 


878 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  JO, 


and  Sierra  Nevndn  mountains?  Does  any  one 
imagine  (hut  this  «iatr.  of  things  will  be  permitted 
by  n  race  whoae  history  lesembles  in  iia  progrees 
the  resistless  people  who  came  from  the  regions  of 
the  north  of  Germany,  rushing  over  the  Roman 
empire,  yet  with  this  grand  and  dietiiiclive  difler- 
ence,  tiiiit  instead  of  carrying  ruin  nnd  desolation, 
they  scatter  everywhere  the  seeds  of  civilization 
and  prosperity,  and  are  sowing  them  broadcast 
upon  the  bosom  of  the  American  continent? 

In  this  career  of  civilization  the  forest  has  fallen 
beneaih  ihenx  of  the  pioneer,  and  been  succeed  e<l 
first  by  cabins,  then  villages,  and  then  cities  with 
their  palaces.  The  water  powers  of  nature  that 
fell  In  sullen  solitude  have  been  trained  and  di- 
rected so  as  to  labor  for  m.in  as  his  slave;  and 
plucking  life  from  fire,  and  breathing  it  into  a 
grosser  element — the  solid  earth,  whether  in  valley, 
hill,  or  mountain — rivers,  inland  seas,  and  oceaii.i, 
are  traversed  with  lightning  speed  by  this  new 
creation  of  motive  power. 

Desolation  and  silence  have  been  waked  up 
from  the  slumber  of  centuries,  and  the  busy  hum 
of  life,  in  all  its  BO<.ial  and  political  forms,  is 
everywhere  heard.  Can  a  roce  of  men  with  such 
energies,  such  capacities,  be  held  in  check,  or  re- 
main indifferent  to  delay?  and  why  should  we  not, 
as  legislators,  at  once  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live? 

in  the  discharge  of  our  public  duty,  we  can,  as 
a  rule  of  direction,  ever  look  with  confidence  to 
(he  policy  nnd  wisdom  of  the  illustrious  founders  of 
the  Republic.  Let  us  consult  their  histary  when 
foreign  interference  attempted  toobstruct  their  nat- 
ural commercial  right  of  outlet,  and  see  the  value 
they  placed  upon  that  right,  and  the  kindred  one 
of  unrestricted  communication? 

Mr.  .Tcffereon,  when  Secretary  of  State  under 
Washington,  siw  the  blight  to  our  prosperity  that 
wnuld  result  from  permitting  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment to  intercept  our  right  of  way  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  from  our  southern  boundary,  the  Slst 
degree  of  north  latitude,  as  established  under  the 
definitive  treaty  of  1783. 

The  instructions  he  prepared  in  1792  for  the 
United  States  commissioners  appointed  to  negotiate 
with  the  court  of  Spain,  respecting  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  demonstrate  the  comprehen- 
sive policy  of  that  great  statesman.  He  not  only 
insisted  on  this  as  a  right  under  the  treaty  of  1763, 
by  which  it  was  yielded  to  the  subjects  of  England, 
and  paxsed  to  us  when  the  political  sovereignty 
changed,  but  that  it  was  a  right  based  upon 
broader,  and  more  unquestionable  grounds,  and 
that  is,  on  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations. 

If  we  appeal,  said  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  the  law  of 
nature  and  of  nations,  "as  we  feci  it  written  in 
the  heart  of  man,  what  sentimeiit  is  written  in 
deeper  characters  than  that  the  ocean  is  free  to  all 
men,  and  the  rivers  to  all  their  inhabitants?  Is 
there  a  man,  savage  or  civilized,  unbiased  by 
habit,  who  does  not  feel  and  attest  this  truth?  Ac- 
cordingly, in  all  tracts  of  country  united  under 
the  same  political  society,  we  find  this  natural 
right  invariably  acknowledged  and  protected,  by 
laying  the  navigable  rivers  open  to  all  thtir  inhab- 
itants. When  they  enter  the  limits  of  another 
society,  if  the  right  of  the  upper  inhabitants  to 
descend  the  stream  is  in  any  case  obstructed,  it  is 
an  act  of  force  by  a  stronger  society  against  a 
weaker,  condemned  by  the  judgment  of  man- 
kind." 

The  difficulties  growing  out  of  our  controverted 
right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  to  the  Gulf  soon 
aaiisfied  our  statesmen  that  the  question  could  be 
more  effectually  put  to  rest  by  acquiring  the  sov- 
ereignty of  New  Orleans  and  other  dependen- 
cies. The  agitations  and  conflicts  in  Europe  had 
changed  the  relations  which  Spain  bore  to  that 
territory,  as  she  had  become  supplanted  in  its 
sovereignly  in  virtue  of  the  cession  of  it  by  a 
secret  treaty  in  1800  to  the  French  Republic. 

During  the  exile  of  Carnoi,  he  referred,  in  an 
an.««er  addressed  by  him  to  Bailleul,  to  a  project 
on  foot  in  the  French  Directory,  to  obtain  a  cession 
of  Louisiana  from  the  Spanish  Government. 

Hints  of  the  progress  of  this  affair  had  reached 
our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James.  In  June, 
1801,  Mr.  Madison,  as  Secretary  of  Slate,  drew 
the  attention  of  our  Minister  at  Madrid,  Mr. 
Pinkney,  to  the  subject,  as  one  that  would  "  de- 
serve and  engage"  his  "early  and  vigilant  inquiries, 
and  may  require  a  delicate  and  circumspect  man- 
agement." 


In  September  of  that  year  our  Government  dis- 
patched iiistruciions  to  our  Minister  to  Fiance, 
Mr.  Livingston,  requiring  him,  if  "  ilie  cession 
from  Spain  to  Frunce"  had  '^irrevocably  taken 
place,  or  certainly  "  would  "  take  place,  that  noth- 
ing should  t>e  said  or  done  which  would  unneces- 
sarily irritate  our  future  neighbors,  or  check  the 
liberality  which  they  may  be  disposed  to  exercise 
ill  relation  to  the  trade  and  navigation  through  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi;"  and,  in  the  next  place, 
that  efforts  should  be  made  to  induce  France  "  to 
make  over  to  the  United  Slates  the  Floridas,  if  in- 
cluded in  the  cession  to  her  from  Spain,  or,  at  least. 
West  Florida,  through  winch  several  of  our  livers, 
partiailarly  ihe  Mobile  river,  empty  themselves 
into  the  sea." 

Among  the  most  remarkable  incidents  oflhatday , 
and  in  striking  contrast  with  our  diplomacy  of  the 
present  time,  is  the  fact,  that  whilst  our  Government 
at  (he  centie,  and  its  diplomatic  agents  in  Europe, 
were  tracking  out  the  devious  involutions  of  the 
negotiating  Powers  respecting  the  splendid  prov- 
ince of  Louisiana,  nnd  endeavoring  to  secure  the 
prize,  the  British  Governmeni,  us  late  as  May, 
1802,  had  received  no  intimation  whatever,  as  Lord 
liuwkesbury  staled  to  our  Minister,  from  the 
Governments  of  France  or  Spain,  relative  to  any 
convention  or  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
or  the  Floridas.  In  the  mean  time  our  negoha- 
tioiis  had  been  steadily  going  on  with  the  French 
Governmeni,  and  Congress  passed  an  act,  ap- 
proved the  Qtith  February,  1803,  making  a  provi- 
sional appropriation  of  two  niilliuns  of  dollars, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations." 
On  the  17(h  October,  18US,  Mr.  JefferKun,  at  a 
culled  session  of  both  Houses,  adverted  to  this 
appropriation,  and  announced  to  Congress  that 
"the  enlightened  Government  of  France"  had 
"  seen  with  just  discernment  Ihe  importance  to 
both  nations  of  such  liberal  arrangements  as  might 
best  and  permanently  promote  the  peace,  interest, 
and  friendship  of  both;  and  (he  property  and  sov- 
ereignty of  all  Louisiana,  which  had  been  restored 
to  them"  had, "  on  certain  conditions,  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States,  by  instruments  bear- 
ing date  30ih  April  last;"  and  that  "  whilst  the 
property  and  sovereignty  of  the  Mississippi  and 
ila  waters  became  an  independent  outlet  for  the 
produce  of  the  western  States,  and  an  uncontrolled 
navigation  through  their  whole  course,  free  from 
collision  with  other  Powers,  and  the  dangers  to 
our  peace  from  that  source,  the  fertility  of  the 
country,  its  climate,  and  extent,  promise,  in  due 
season,  important  aids  to  our  Treasury,  an  ample 
provision  for  our  posteri(y,and  a  wide  spread  field 
lor  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  equal  laws." 

While  the  great  measure  was  in  progress  to 
acquire  Louisiana  for  an  outlet  to  (he  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  before  iw  consummation,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson had  devised  a  plan  for  a  minute  and  scien- 
tific exploration  of  the  territory  of  the  West,  ex- 
tending from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific.  On 
the  18ih  January,  1803,  in  a  communication  to 
Congress,  he  recomniemJed  that  an  intelligent  offi- 
cer be  dispatched  with  a  few  men  to  "  explore  the 
whole  line,  even  to  the  western  ocean;  have  con- 
ferences with  the  natives  on  the  subject  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  gel  admission  among  them 
for  our  traders  as  others  ore  admitted,  agree  on 
convenient  deposits  for  our  interchange  of  articles, 
aud  return  with  the  information  required  in  the 
course  of  two  summers;"  that  our  nation  owed 
it  to  their  interests  to  "explore  (his,  (he  only 
line  of  easy  communication  across  the  continent, 
and  BO  directly  traversing  our  own  paitof  it," 
that  "  the  intereais  of  commerce  placed  the  prin- 
cipal object  wiihin  the  constitutional  powers  and 
care  of  Congress,  and  that  it  should  incidentally 
advance  the  geographical  knowledge  of  our  own 
continent  cannot  butbe  anaddilionalgralificaiion." 

Congress  voted  the  necessary  approprialion, 
which  resulted  in  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  who  ascended  the  Mis.^ouri  to  the  falls, 
passed  the  Rocky  Mountains,  descended  by  dif- 
ferent streams  until  they  struck  the  Columbia  river, 
and  followed  it  until  they  reached  the  Pacific  ocean. 
All  further  legislative  action  on  the  subject  was 
suspended  until  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  when 
Congress  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  under  the  direction  of  (he  Presi- 
dent, "  to  employ  such  portion  of  the  corps  of 
lopograpbical  engineers,  and  such  other  persons 


as  he  may  deem  nece3eory,ro  makcsuch  "explor- 
ations and  surveys  us  he  may  deem  advisable,  to 
nsrertuin  the  most  practicable  and  economical  *iuite 
for  a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  (he  Pa- 
cific ocean."-  Thii3,afiei  the  lapse  of  half  a  cen- 
tury since  that  illustrious  patriot  originated  the 
project  of  a  Pacific  rond.  Congress  waktd  up  to  its 
im|)ortan(:e,  yet,  only  by  ordering  a  more  (horoueb 
and  scientific  exploration.  It  is  well  known  to  the 
Senate  and  Ihe  country  that  I  opposed  exiilorations, 
believing  we  had  information  enough  of  the  pracli- 
cability  of  several  routes,  and  that  I  then  eariiesliy 
urged  the  passage  of  a  railway  bill.  Had  it  been 
done,  it  is  not  doubted  that  at  this  time  the  execu- 
tion of  the  great  work  itself  would  be  under  wty. 
Let  us  for  a  moment  glance  at  our  condition,  when, 
under  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  western  ocean  was  undertaken,  and 
contrast  it  with  the  present,  as  un  evidence  of  the 
wisdom  and  extraordinary  foresight  and  energy 
of  the  statesmen  of  that  day. 

We  were  then  in  poliiical  infancy,  Just  enlering 
into  the  family  of  nations,  having  a  population  of 
four  millions,  a  defenceless  frontier,  and  unseliled 
western  limits;  but  not  for  a  moment  tieiilecting 
the  popular  interest,  they  directed  Ihe  Pocific  over- 
land route  to  be  traversed,  and  that,  too,  when 
grappling  hand  to  hand  with  adroit  and  practiced 
diplomacy  in  the  convulsions  of  Europe,  and  when 
every  step  they  took  was  at  the  hazard  of  war. 

Now  we  have  a  population  of  twenty-five  mil- 
lions, and  are  at  peace  with  the  world;  no  o^>en 
question  of  boundary,  nothing  to  disturb  domestic 
tranquillity,  with  science,  talent,  wealth,  every 
means  at  command.  If  sound  policy  dictated  its 
consideration  then,  does  it  not  command  its  con- 
summation now  ?  Then  our  interests  were  in  the 
beginning  of  their  development,  now  they  are 
expanded  by  the  growth  of  fifty  years. 

That  we  may  have  an  idea  of  their  present  ami 
probable  prospective  magnitude,  I  will  briefly 
review  our  territorial  growth  from  the  period  of 
the  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain  of  our  na- 
tionality. 

By  the  definitive  treaty  at  Paris,  in  1783,  recog- 
nizing our  independence,  we  had  the  Atlantic  oo 
Ihe  east,  the  highlands,  great  lakes,  and  forty- 
ninth  degree  parallel  on  Ihe  north,  the  channel  of 
the  Mississippi  on  the  west,  and  the  thirty-first 
degree  of  latitude  as  our  southern  boundary. 

The  territorial  purchase  eO'ectcd  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson  gave  us  the  aover- 
eignty  of  Louisiana,  extending  our  boundaries 
from  the  I^rdido,  embracing  the  Island  of  New 
Orleans,  aiia  including  the  whole  country  de|>end- 
ent  on  that  river  and  its  tributaries  within  the 
limits  of  its  coast,  taking  at  the  same  time  our 
boundary  on  the  southwest  to  the  Rio  Grande,  or 
Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  embracing  ih»  tetrilory  • 
wiihin  the  present  State  of  Texas. 

By  the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain  we  acquired  East 
and  West  Florida;  and  Texas  ceased  to  bean  inte- 
gral part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  by  our 
taking  the  Sabine  for  a  boundary;  which,  exiend- 
ing  to  Red  river,  the  lUOthO  of  longitude,  along  the 
Arkansas  to  its  source,  and  thence  with  the  forty- 
second  parallel  line  of  latitude  to  (he  Pacific  fixed 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Spanish  dominions.  Texas,  which  had  posaed 
from  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  by  revolution  ia 
Mexico,  having  no  political  affinities  with  the  form 
of  government  established  in  Mexico,  detached  . 
herself  by  successful  revolution,  gallantly  main- 
tained her  independence,  and,  as  a  sovereign  State, 
entered  the  Confederacy  in  1845,  under  the  resolu- 
tions of  annexation. 

By  the  treaty  concluded  at  Washington,  in  1846, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  Iba 
disputed  soveieignly  of  Oregon,  which  had  been 
held  in  Joint  occupation  under  the  conventions  of 
1818  and  1827,  the  dividing  line  between  the  two 
nations,  was  established  at  lhe49ih  parallel  of  laii- 
I  tude,  running  to  the  straits  of  Fuca,  and  thence  to 
the  Pacific. 

By  the  treaty  of  1848  at  Guadalupe  Hidal<ro, 
between  the  United  States  nnd  the  Mexican  Re- 
public, California  and  New  Mexico  were  acquired, 
establishing  as  our  boundary  line  the  Rio  Grande 
on  the  southwest,  the  Gila  to  its  junction  with  the 
Colorado,  and  thence  near  the  32d°  of  latitude  to 
the  Ocean.  The  Atlantic  on  the  east;  Ihe  Pacific 
on  the  west;  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south; 
on  the  north  the  Sea,  or  Straits  of  Fuca,  the  49tb 
parallel  of  latitude,  the  great  lakes  the  dividing  Una 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CX)N«RESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


879 


under  the  Ashburton  treaty  of  184S  to  the  Atlantic 
constitute  ihe  outline  of  our  pre>ei\t  huge  dimen- 
sions containing  three  millions  ttvo  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  square  miles — nearly  equal  to  all 
Europe — with  a  sea-coast  of  fiva  ihousAid  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  miles,  one  fifth  the  cir- 
cumference ctF  the  globe. 

1  have  thus  examined  this  question  as  a  potlal 
measure.  Yet  other  considerations  of  State  more 
important,  because  immediate  and  indispensable, 
appeal  to  us  in  favor  of  the  tiu\%  completion  of  the 
woric. 

As  a  MILITARY  ROAD,  it  should  en^eour 
attention  as  a  means  of  protection  to  our  citizens 
between  tlie  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific. 

This  portion  of  the  Confederacy  embraces  nearly 
two  millions  of  sc^uare  miles,  more  than  three 
fifths  of  our  territorial  extent. 

The  number  of  Indians  within  our  limits  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Commissioner  oflndian  Affairs,  in  his 
last  annual  report,  at  .four  hundred  thousand,  of 
which  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  are  located 
east  of  the  Mississippi;  in  Minnesota,  and  along 
the  frontier  of  the  western  States  lo>Texas,  com- 
prising mostly  the  emigrated  tribes,  one  hundred 
and  ten  thousand;  on  the  plains  and  Rocky  Mount- 
ains and  not  within  any  of  our  organized  Terri- 
tories, sixty-three  thousand;  in  Texas  twenty-nine 
thousand;  New  Mexico  forty-five  thousand;  Utah 
twelve  thousand;  Oregon  and  Washington  twenty- 
three  thousand;  and  in  California  one  hundred 
thousand. 

The  contemplated  railway  would  enable  the 
Qovernment  to  wield  its  military  power  with  ex- 
traordinary rapidity  and  economy,  and  keep  in 
check  the  dangerous  and  warlike  tribes  that 
roam  along  the  font  of  the  Rocky  and  Nevada 
Mountains;  wouM  reduce  the  public  expendi- 
tures for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  mili- 
tary supplies,  diminish  the  number  and  cost  of 
Incfian  and  other  a|eneie8,  and  dispense  with  a 
host  of  officers  which  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
when  so  far  beyond  the  immediate  sunreillance  of 
authority,  would  result  in  speculation,  if  not  pec- 
ulation and  corruption. 

Not  only  is  it  important  in  keeping  the  Indians 
in  cheek,  and  preventing  tragic  scenes,  like  Gun- 
nison's and  others,  and  affording  that  protection, 
which,  as  a  Oovernment,  we  are  bdnnd  to  extend 
to  the  settlers  who  are  seeking  their  wsy  for 
homes  in  this  great  hiterior  region;  but  in  ease  of 
foreign  war  the  subject  is  presented  to  us  in  such 
a  form,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  leave  no  doubt  or 
excuse  for  delay. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States   was 
adopted  b]r  the  people  "  in  order  to  form  a  more 
perfect  Union,  establiah  justice,  insure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide Yor  the  common  defense,  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,"  and  its  perpetuity  is 
provided  for  in  its  own  declared  intention  of  secur- 
ing; the  "  blessingiL  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity."    Here  is  the  indefeasible  estate, 
and  the  distmct  path  of  duty  marked  out  to  us. 
The  measure  before  us  is  one  emphatically  re- 
quired at  your  hands  by  those  significant  terms. 
By  accomplishing  it,  foreign  fleets  and  armies 
will  in  vsin  assail  us  opon  the  Pacific  or  Atlantic. 
From  ocean  to  ocean  this  new  means  of  commu- 
nication will  carry  our  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  enable  us,  by  rapidity  of  overland  com- 
munication, to  use  the  military  power  with  such 
celerity  as  to  defy  successful  invasicir  from  any 
quarter.    The  Commander-in-Chief  at  Washing- 
ton could  issue  his  orders,  and  move  his  armies 
with  as  much  dispatch,  from  this  ts  the  other  side 
of  the  continent,  as  did   the  great  Emperor  iit 
the  field  of  his  extensive  operations   during  the 
the  wars  of  the  first  French  revolution.  Indeed,  it 
would  do  more  to  preserve  peace  with  nations, 
more  to  protect  us  from  European  interference  or 
aggression,  than  our  Army,  Navy,  and  fortifica- 
tions combined,  useful  and  necessary  thoueh  they 
be.    For  these  you  have  already  expended  up 
wards  of  (^500,00U,U00  since  the  Oovernment  was 
founded,  and   are  increasing  your  expenditures 
upon  them  every  yea/,  although  they  consume 
instead   of   increase  your  wealth    anci  products. 
But  this   railway,  whilst  it  would   secure  you 
against  war,  or  render  you   impregnable  in  the 
event  of  a  collision  with   foreign  nations,  would 
augment  your  means  and  resources  every  year. 
In  case  of  war,  how  are  you  without  it  to  defend 
California  and  Oregon?    Where  is  your  Navy  by 
which  to  accomplish  such  a  purpose?    Where  ate 


your  transports,  or  how  would  they  reach  their 
destination?  How  would  you  carry  troops,  muni- 
tions, or  supplies,  over  the  mountains  and  desert 
that  separate  the  Pacific  from  the  Mississippi? 

One  of  the  great  objects,  most  prominent  among 
the  powers  conferred  on  the  General  Government, 
is  the  defense  of  our  territory.  This  was  not  only 
a  power  conferred,  but  a  duty  imposed,  which  you 
cannot  execute,  so  far  as  yourPacifie  possessions 
are  concerned,  without  this  railway.  We  are 
separated  from  you  in  peace,  and  in  war  you  leave 
us  at  the  mercy  of  any  great  naval  or  military 
Power. 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  -with  Great  Britain, 
France,  or  Russia,  with  our  immense  ocean  fron- 
tier, and  hostile  savages  In  our  midst,  from  which 
our  policy  has  nearly  relieved  every  other  State 
but  California  and  Texas,  and  without  naval  or 
coast  defense,' what  would  be  our  fate?  Who 
could  estimate  the  ruin  and  desolation  which 
would  ensue  from  our  isolated  and  disjointed  po- 
sition? But  with  such  a  road  a«  the  bill  contem- 
plates, and  such  an  increase  in  the  Army  as 
would  be  proper  for  a  war  footing,  and  the  co5p- 
eration  of  that  standing  army  of  two  millions  of 
freemen — the  militia  of  the  Union — which  costs 
Ihe  Government  aothing,  we  will  stand  prepared, 
at  the  shortest  warning,  to  defend  our  soil  and 
repel  any  aggressor.  But  without  it,  even  if  an 
oceanic  communication  should  be  effected,  pur- 
suant to  the  explorations  now  going  on  by  Amer- 
ican, British,  and  French  officers,  the  guns  of  a 
powerful  naval  antagonist  would  command  that 
point  and  intercept  our  passage. 

The  Island  of  Cuba,  which  controls  both  out- 
lets of  the  Gulf  of  .Mexico,  unless  it  becomes  a 
part  of  our  territory,  as  appears  to  be  its  natural 
destiny,  would,  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  inter- 
cept our  transit  to  the  Pacific,  and  be  a  point  from 
which  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  whole  country 
the  deepest  wounds. 

Let  us  consider  the  diveisified  and  growing  in- 
terests of  our  constituents,  who  throng  every 
avenue  of  human  industry,  and  then  judge  of  this 
measure  in  a 

COMMERCIAL  POINT  OF  VIBW. 

The  earth,  in  iu  fertility,  in  every  variety  of  soil 
and  climate,  yields  its  treasures  under  the  steady 
and  thrifty  management  of  our  agriculturi»ts,pour- 
ing  forth  hundrMs  of  millions  of  its  annual  sur- 
plus over  our  wants.  Our  manufactories,  filled 
with  the  products  of  all  the  useful  and  elegantarts, 
are  ever  improving  under  the  inventive geniusand 
taste  of  our  people,  to  which  there  is  no  precedent 
in  any  age. 

Look  at  Europe  in  her  high  state  of  refinement 
and  wonderful  advance  in  the  arts  of  life,  and  see 
the  efforts  she  has  made  to  secure  the  best  markets 
of  the  world.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  com- 
merce is  always  an  enriching,  civilizing  element, 
and  that  it  led  the  nations  of  Europe  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  colonies  in  the  western  and  eastern 
.hemispheres,  by  which  they  at  once  seemed  an 
immense  monopoly  of  trade. 

"  Agriculture,  manufHCtures,  commerce,  and 
navigation,"  said  Mr.  Jefterson,  "are  the  four 
pillars  of  our  prosperity." 

The  framera  of  the  Constitution  saw  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  articles  of  Confederation  in  tHis  re- 
spect, and  that  undoubtedly  was  one  of  the  pri- 
mary causes  that  led  to  the  adoption  of  our  pres- 
ent form  of  government,  which  confers  upon  Con- 
gress the  power  "to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  and 
with  thelndian  tribes."  Nodelrgation  of  authority 
was  more  indispensable  to  our  prosperity  and 
greatness.  From  a  monetary  paralysis  in  which 
we  were  left  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
thejiation  rose  in  vigor  and  wealth,  and  the  whole 
face  of  our  relations,  internal  and  foreign,  under- 
went an  extraordinary  chan^. 

A  forcible  and  elegant  writer  upon  public  law 
has  said,  "  the  end  of  the  law  of*  nations  is  the 
happiness  ottd  perfection  of  mankind;"  that  "they 
ought  to  cultivate  a  free  intercourse  for  comraer- 
cidl  purposes  in  order  to  supply  each  other's  wants, 
and  promote  each  other's  prosperity;"  that  "  the 
variety  of  climates  and  productions  on  the  surface 
of  the  globe,  and  the  facility  of  communicating  by 
means  of  rivers,  lakes,  and  the  ocean,  invite  to  a 
liberal  commerce,  as  agreeable  to  the  law  of  na- 
ture, and  extremely  conducive  to  national  amity, 
industry,  and  happiness;"  and  that  "  the  numer- 


ous wants  of  civilized  life  can  only  be  supplied  by 
mutual  exchange  between  nations  of  the  produc- 
tions of  each." 

In  the  infancy  of  our  national  existence  we 
struggled  against  every  infringement  of  our  right 
to  traverse  ihe  ocean  unobstructed,  as  the  common 
properly  of  man,  and  resisted  any  interference 
with  the  lawful  pursuits  of  commerce. 

The  wars  of  the  French  revolution  brought  us 
into  conflict  with  the  principal  belligerents.  In 
^indicating  our  dignity  we  suspended  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  European  Powers,  and  closed 
the  ports  of  the  Union,  by  the  embargo  law,  in 
1807.  For  continued  aggressions,  we  engaged  in 
war  a  second  time  with  England,  and  rallied  the 
whole  energies  of  the  Government  in  defense  of 
the  honor  of  our  flag  and  its  absolute  immunity. 
The  great  statesmen  who  have  been  successively 
(harged  with  the  management  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions have  ever  fearlessly  maintained  and  de- 
fended our  maritime  rights. 

As  candidates  for  a  full  shareof  the  trade  of  the 
world,  we  have  demanded  participation,  and  we 
have  participated  in  settling  the  principles  of  public 
laws,  which,  according  to  our  construction,  looks 
to  an  enlargement  and  enfranchisement  of  commer- 
cial intercourse,  and  the  freest  competiton. 

The  claim  set  up  by  the  Portuguese  at  the  zenith 
of  their  power  in  the  Bast  Indies,  to  exclude  all 
Europe  from  participation  in  the  trade  of  Asia,  of 
which  for  a  century  they  once  held  the  entire 
monopoly,  is  pronounced  by  Vattel,  "  as  in  viola- 
tion of  the  lawsof  nations, andjust  cause  for  war." 
Our  own  Oovernment  met  and  rebuked,  in  18SS, 
the  pretensions  of  Russia  in  setting  up  a  claim 
to  the'Slst  degree  of  north  latitude  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  Ameriea,  and  with  jt  a  correlative 
pretension  to  "  prohibit  (breign  vessels  from  ap- 
proaching the  northwest  coast  of  America  belong- 
mg  to  Russia,  within  the  distance  of  at  least  one 
hundred  Italian  miles."  This  claim  was  further 
coupled  with  the  pretension,  that  as  the  Russian 
possessions  on  the  Pacific  ocean  also  embraced  the 
opposite  side  of  Asia,  and  the  islands  adjacent  from 
Benring's  Straits  to  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  that 
Ch>vemment  might  feel  authorized  "  to  exercise 
upon  this  sea  the  right  of  sovereignty,  and  espe- 
cially that  of  entirely  interdicting  the  entrance  of 
foreigners."  Mr.  John  Q,.  Adams,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State, in  his  answer  of  30th  March,  1823, 
informed  the  Russian  Envoy  that "  from  the  period 
of  the  existence  of  the  United  States  as  an  intle- 
pendent  nation,  their  vessels  have  freely  navi- 
gated those  seas,"  and  that  "  the  rightto  navigate 
them  isapart  of  that  independence;"  and  not  only 
so,  but,  advancing  beyond  that  position,  Mr! 
Adams  informed  him  that  "  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  hold  commerce  with 
the  aboriginal  ^natives  of  the  northwest  coast  of 
America,  without  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
other  nations,  even  in  arms  and  muntftonj  of  war, 
is  as  clear  and  indisputable  as  that  of  navigating 
the  seas." 

The  diplomacy  of  our  Government  from  the  be- 
ginning has  steadily  asserted  and  maintained  our 
claim  to  that  high  position  which  we  now  hold  as 
a  maritime  Power.  The  right  of  search,  with  all 
its  odious  correlatives,  is  virtually  ended,  so  far 
as  the  United  States  are  concerned.  Great  Britain 
has  received  decisive  notice  of  the  fixed  determin- 
ation of  our  Oovernment  on  this  point.  Mr. 
AVebster,  when  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  Lord  Ashburton,  in  1843,  de- 
nounced it  as  a  practice  "  founded  on  principles 
which  we  did  not  recognize,  and  is  invariably 
attended  by  consequences  so  unjust,  so  injurious, 
of  such  formidable  magnitude,  as  cannot  be  sub- 
mitted to;"  that  "the  distinguished  person  to 
whose  hands  were  first  intrustM  the  seals  of"  our 
State  Department,  declared  that  "  the  simplest 
-rule  will  be  that  the  vessel,  being  American,  shall 
be  the  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  are 
such;"  that  fifty  years 'experience,  and  other  con- 
siderations, had  "  fully  convinced  this  Oovern- 
ment that  it  is  not  only  the  simplest  and  best,  but 
the  only  rule  which  can  be  adopted  and  observed 
consistently  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  the  safety  of  their  citizens; 
that  rule  announces,  therefore,  what  will  hereafter 
be  the  principle  maintained  by  this  Government." 
"In  every  regularly  documented  American  mer- 
chant vessel  the  crew  who  navigate  it  will  find 
their  protection  in  ihe  flag  which  is  over  them." 

Such  is  the  proud  position  we  now  hold  as  i^ 
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commercial  people,  seeking  markets  throui^hout 
the  world,  and  atiaining  supremacy  in  this  respect, 
from  the  abundance  and  value  of  our  commod- 
ities, and  the  cheapness  with  which  we  are  willing 
to  supply  them,  by  our  shorter  and  more  direct 
means  of  communication. 

During  the  wars  of  Napoleon,  England  exerted 
all  the  powers  of  her  empire  to  strike  the  moBt 
formidable  blows  against  thai-system  of  the  French 
Emptror  which  shut  her  out  from  the  markets  of 
the  continent.  We  have  no  such  enemy  in  the  field 
to  intercept  our  pathway  to  commercial  greatness 
and  power.  We  want  the  Pacific  railway  as  a 
great  inland  communication,  essential  to  ourpros- 

f)erity.  Individual  enterprise,  fostered  by  State 
egisfation,  has  already  constructed  more  than 
15,000  miles  of  railroad  all  over  the  Atlantic  coast 
and  Mississippi  valley,  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$500,000,000.  These  run  in  almost  every  imagin- 
able direction,  radiating  from  every  consiilerable 
point  in  the  Union,  anc|.  bending  in  such  diversi- 
fied directions  as  to  make  them  susceptible  of  a 
junction  with  the  great  continental  track  contem- 
plated in  this  bill,  at  whatever  point  it  may  be 
commenced.  The  importance  and  value  of  our 
home  trade  is  estimated  at  over  $500,000,000  an- 
nually,and  its  prospective  increase  is  beyond  esti- 
mate. The  population  of  the  Union  is  now  twenty- 
iive  millions.  It  will  be  fifty  millions  in  a  (piar- 
ter  of  a  century,  by  the  natural  law  of  increase, 
and  the  steady  flow  of  immiijration.  Within  the 
limiLi  of  this  immense  region  of  public  domain, 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific,  if 
this  bill  becomes  a  law,  the  greater  portion  of  this 
increase  of  population,  in  the  twenty-five  years 
that  are  to  come,  will,  in  all  probability,  establish 
their  homes.  Itwill  formagreat  base  line  of  con- 
nection which,  in  time,  will  be  intersected  in  every 
direction  by  individual  enterprise  and  capital,  re- 
sembling the  railway  web  that  now  stretches  far 
and  wide  over  the  Atlantic  Stales.  Citizens  in 
remote  parts  of  the  Republic  will  no  longer  be 
aliens  by  reason  of  distance  and  natural  obstacles 
separating  and  dividing  them,  and  which  we  now 
seek  to  overcome. 

The  laws  of  contact  and  association,  Tike  those 
vhich  give  to  man,  as  an  individual,  the  full  play 
of  his  sympathies,  his  attachments,  and  moral 
powers,  will  bind  society  together  in  all  i's  parts. 
They  will  widen  in  their  effects  from  the  family 
circle  to  Cities,  Counties,  and  States,  and  will  be 
coextensive  with  the  boundaries  which  embrace 
the  American  family. 

They  will  unite  and  bind  the  whole  together  as 
one  great  moral  being,  whose  purposes  and  ener- 
gies will  be  directed  in  the  noble  cause  of  progress 
end  civilization. 

The  object  of  Columbus  in  his  exploration  over 
the  then  Western  Ocean,  was  to  seek  a  direct 
route  to  India.  On  his  last  voyage  he  arrived  at 
the  Isthmus.  His  successors  went  beyond  it, 
reaching  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  Cortez,  ever 
alive  to  the  importance  of  carrying  out  the  expan- 
sive commercial  policy  of  his  nation,  by  seeking 
a  more  direct  route  to  Asia,  sought  and  obtained 
from  Montezuma,  and  dispatched  to  his  sovereign, 
Charles  V.,  a  chart  of  that  part  of  the  Mex- 
ican coast,  embracing  the  river  Coatzacoalcos,  the 
natural  and  poliiical  boundary  between  the  pres- 
ent departments  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tabasco,  and 
watering  that  region  now  known  as  the  Isthmus 
of  Tehuuntepec.  The  sagacity  of  that  great  but 
bloodthirsty  conqueror  saw  the  necessity  of  an 
interoceanic  communication,  and  that  the  inter- 
ests of  European  trade,  overcoming  all  obstacles, 
would  in  time  open  a  passage  from  ocean  to  ocean. 
And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-four  years  since  he  declared  this  measure 
as  essential  to  trade,  we  find  a  railroad  nearly 
completed  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  whilst 
the  three  great  maritime  Powers,  the  United 
States,  England,  and  France,  are  engaged  in  an 
exploration  in  that  region,  as  preliminary  to  a 
consummation  of  the  project  of  ashipcanal,  which 
had  been  entertained  at  a  period  almost  coeval 
with  the  discovery  of  our  coniinent. 

The  trade  of  India,  centuries  before  the  Chris- 
tian era,  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  and  in  every  age  from  the  opening  of 
traffic  between  the  East  and  the  West,  it  imparted 
its  enriching  and  civilizing  influence  to  those  na- 
tions which  enjoyed  it. 

The  ancients  who  dwelt  on  the  easterir  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  northern  coast  of 


Africa,  and  on  the  Red  sea,  at  the  dawn  of  social 
organization,  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  nature  had  provided  her  rivers  and 
arms  of  the  sea  and  the  ocean. 

The  earliest  commercial  intercourse  commenced 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  in  the  Arabian  Gulf, 
which  laid  open  the  continents  of  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa.  ThePhotneciansand  Egyptians  found 
means  to  navigate  tliose  waters,  and  soon  a  com- 
mercial spirit  extended  from  the  West,  reached  the 
Indies,  that  land  bearing  its  name  from  the  supposed 
indefiniteness  of  iu  extent,  and  in  every  age  rich  in 
spices,  tropical  commodities,  in  pearls, diamonds, 
and  silks,  and  all  that  can  add  to  the  luxury  and 
refinement  of  the  human  family.  The  PhcEne- 
cians,  inhabiting  a  small  strip  on  the  eastern  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean,  embracing  the  sites  of  Tyre 
and  Sidon,  have  left  a  record  in  the  sacred  Book, 
of  what  commerce  did  for  them,  in  which  they  are 
mentioned  as  the  "  merchants  of  Tyre,  princes, 
and  her  lraffick»rs,  the  honorable  of  the  earth." 
Their  trade  extended  from  the  Mediterranean  to 
harbors  at  the  extremity  of  the  Red  Sea  or  A  rabian 
Gulf,  where  it  debouches  into  the  Arabian  Sea, 
and  from  thence  they  worked  their  way  until  they 
reached  the  shores  of  India.  From  their  harbors, 
near  the  present  straits  of  Babelmandel,  they  also 
traded  with  the  coast  of  Africa.  Their  commodi- 
ties from  the  East  were  brought  up  the  Arabian 
Gulf,  and  thence  by  overland  carriage,  transported 
to  the  nearest  port  on  the  Mediterranean,  from 
which,  by  water,  they  were  taken  to  Tyre,  and 
distributed  over  the  ancient  world.  It  is  the  pro- 
vince of  the  historian,  and  not  the  political  econ- 
omist, to  trace  the  expeditions  of  Darius  and 
Alexander,  who  reached  the  Indus,  and  sent  back 
such  glowing  accounts  of  the  riches  and  fertility  of 
the  East.  Yet  it  will  not  escape  the  notice  of  the 
most  casual  inquirer  what  importance  the  great 
Macedonian  conqueror  attachea  to  the  trade  of  the 
East,  from  the  elTorts  he  made  to  monopolize  and 
wrestit  from  theTyreans.  After  conquering  Egypt 
he  established  at  one  of  the  mouthsof  the  Nile,as 
a  preferable  site  to  that  of  the  merchants  of  Tyre, 
the  city  of  Alexandria,  which  became  the  entre- 
pot of  commerce  with  India,  for  eighteen  hundred 
years. 

He  examined  the  course  of  the  Euphrates  and 
Tigris,  directed  the  cataracts  that  obstructed  them 
to  be  removed,  in  order  that  the  commodttie.s  of 
the  East  might  be  carried  through  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  up  those  rivers,  for  distribution  in  the 
interior  of  his  Asiatic  dominions,  whilst  a  portion 
of  the  Eastern  trade  would  pass  through  the  Ara- 
bian Gulf,  as  the  other  channel  by  which  it  would 
reach  Alexandria,  and  thence  find  its  way  to  the 
remainder  of  the  known  world. 

In  the  rise  and  fall  Of  kingdoms,  and  until  the 
decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  eastern 
trade  had  been  regarded  as  an  unfailing  source  of 
wealth  and  power.  The  extension  of  Mohomme- 
danism  over  western  Asia  broke  off  all  direct  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  Europe  and  India, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  East  then  reached  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean  only  by  means  of 
caravans. 

At  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century  Europe  be- 
gan to  arouse  from  the  commercial  lethargy  of  the 
middle  ages;  and,  quickened  into  life  by  the  inter- 
change of  social  elements  in  the  wars  of  the  cru- 
saders, a  gradual  and  progressive  change  came 
over  the  Governments  of  that  continent,  and  the 
spirit  of  inquiry  and  explorntion  was  renewed. 
Yet  the  smallest  kingdom  in  Europe  led  the  way 
in  that  maritime  career  which  changed  the  rela- 
tions of  nations  and  began  a  newero  in  civilization. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  Portu- 
guese timidly  adventuring  along  the  northwestern 
shores  of  Africa,  were  driven  out  by  a  tempest  to 
a  small  island  adjacent  to  Madeira,  and  thence 
continuing  their  explorations  by  bolder  enter- 
prises, they  discovered  that  the  African  continent 
contracted  towards  the  east.  The  reigning  mon- 
arch of  Portugal,  six  years  before  Columbus  left 
Spain,  diapatchetl  Diaz  on  a  further  exploration, 
with  the  object  steadily  in  view  of  discovering  a 
route  to  India.  The  Portuguese  navigator  reached 
the  high  promontory  which  forms  the  southern 
boundary  of  Africa,  and  there  terminated  his 
voyage. 

The  success  of  the  discoveries  in  the  West  by 
theSpaniards  had  electrified  Europe;  and  Emanuel, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
eagerly  pursued  the  great  purpose  of  effecting  a 


passage  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Indies, 
which  was  finally  realized  by  the  expedition  of 
Vasco  de  Gama.  He  doubled  the  cape,  reached 
the  city  of  Melinda,on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa, 
near  tint  equator,  in  whose  harbor  he  found  ves- 
sels trading  from  India,  and  thence  pursuing  his 
course  arrived  at  the  Malabar  coast,  op  the  Indian 
peninsula,  where  the  barlrarism  of  Africa  disap- 
peared, and  the  active  elements  of  commerce  were 
in  operation. 

At  this  period  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Por- 
tugal was  founded,  and  for  a  century  it  was  at 
the  summit  of  its  grandeur.  From  Malacca, 
which  they  had  seized  midway  between  the  west- 
ern and  eastern  confines  of  Asia,  they  opened 
trade  on  the  west  with  the  merchants  of  Malabar, 
Ceylon,  Coromandel,  and  Bengal, and  on  theeaat 
with  China,  Japan,  the  Indian  Arcbipelego,  and 
other  portions  of  the  Asiatic  continent. 

The  Italian  States  of  Genoa  and  Venice  bad 
risen  in  the  middle  ages  to  commercial  wealth  and 
power.  '  Their  maritime  importance  had  been  in- 
creased by  the  transit  of  troops  and  supplies  io 
the  wars  of  the  crusaders  and  the  interchanges 
that  took  place.  Their  trade  extending  to  the 
shores  of  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf 
brought  back  to  Western  Europe  the  products  of 
the  East. 

The  Venetians,  seeing  at  once  the  ruin  of  their 
commercial  prosperity  by  the  new  route,  sought 
an  alliance  with  the  Soldan  of  the  Mamelukes, 
who  threatened  the  King  of  Portugal  and  the  sov- 
ereign Pontiff  with  the  death  of  all  Christians  in 
his  dominions  unless  the  new  route  was  aband- 
oned. He  fitted  out  a  squadron  in  the  Red  Sea, 
and,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Venetians,  at- 
tempted to  intercept  and  destroy  the  PorHiguese. 
This  union  of  the  discordant  elements  of  Christi- 
anity and  Mohammedanism  to  avert  the  fatal  con- 
sequences tn  their  prosperity  in  trade,  resulted  in 
ruin  to  them.  The  scepter  had  departed.  The 
Soldan 's  fleet  perished  in  the  conSict,  and  the 
Portuguese  remained  masters  of  the  India  seas. 
The  facilities  of  the  new  route  enabled  them  to 
undersell  all  competitors,  dislodge  and  put  down 
all  competition,  and  the  full  tide  of  commerce, 
flawing  to  the  cheapest  market,  carried  with  it  all 
the  elements  of  prosperity. 

The  Dutch,  as  an  energetic,  trading  people, 
sought  India  products  in  the  great  commercial 
market  of  Lisbon;  but  the  harbor  of  the  Por- 
tuguese capital  was  closed  against  them.  They 
then  unsuccessfully  sought  a  new  route  by  tli* 
northern  seas  to  avoid  collision;  but  finally,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  they 
entered  the  India  seas  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
their  commercial  power  in  the  east  by  settlement 
at  Java,  and  on  the  islands  of  Nangasacki,  which 
they  hold  to  this  day,  having  driven  the  Portu- 
guese from  the  Moluccas,  Japan,  Malacca,  and 
Ceylon.  France  and  England  also  becaine  com- 
petitors for  this  trade;  the  letter,  arousing  from 
the  domestic  discord  and  lassitude  in  which  the 
contest  between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancas- 
ter had  left  her,  began  a  commercial  career  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when 
Q.ueen  Elizabeth  conferred,  for  ^  limited  period, 
upon  an  association  of  merchants  in  London  the 
exclusive  right  ofthe  commerce  of  India.  With  the 
usual  energy  ofthat  extraordinary  nation,  now  oar 
great  commercial  rival,  we  see  her,  upon  her 
trance  in  to  this  new  field  oftradeand  i^'ealth ,  found- 
ing settlements  upon  the  coasts  of  Malabar  and  CSo- 
romandel,  forming  establishments  at  the  mouth  • 
thePersion  Gulf,  and  obtaining  the  control  of  lh« 
commerce  in  gold  stuffs, carpets, and  silks.  Great 
Britain  pursued  her  conquests  down  to  modem 
times,  when  political  tempests  shook  to  its  foun- 
dation the  colonial  system  of  Europe,  and  soon 
brought  within  her  capacious  sweep  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  commercial  establishments  of  the 
East.  There  she  stands  now,  in  all  the  plenitude 
of  her  power,  ruling,  directly  or  indirectly,  ir»  the 
East,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  millions  of 
people.  The  wealth  which  she  has  poured  in 
upon  the  British  Isles  from  the  East  is  beyond 
estimate.  It  has  made  the  seat  of  her  power  i 
city  of  palaces,  and  adorned  its  inhabitants  with) 
profusion  of  wealth  and  luxury  to  which  tliere  ii 
no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  ha 
covered  the  ocean  with  her  fleets — consolidated  tb 
national  power,  so  that,  whilst  she  defied  the  conti' 
nent  of  Europe  inarms,  it  hasgiven  thatstrength  bj 
which  she  has  hitherto  been  able  to  keep  unbrokc 
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the  chain  that  binds  her  numerous  edionies,  dotted 
around  the  great  circle  of  the  earth,  and  on  which 
the  sun  nerer  seta.    It  has  given  her  means  by 
'which  representatives  of  her  strength  are  placea 
upon  every  sea  to  assert  her  power,  end  defend  her 
interests.    Not  only  so,  but  she  has  done  ail  that 
analion  could  dp  to  bring  herself  in  the  most  direct 
communieation  with  the  great  bulk  of  her  Asiatic 
poeseasions.    As  shown  Dy  me  in  discussing  this 
aubject  during  the   last  session  of  Coograas,— 
and  ita  importance  justifies  a  repetition, — she  has 
establiahed  no  leas  than  three  overland  routes  to 
India,  one  from'  Southampton  down  the  English 
channel  across  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  along  the  coast 
of  Portugal  and  Spain  to  ^ibralter,  thence  through 
the  Mediterranean,  along  the  northern  coast  of 
Africa  to  Algiers,  Malta,  and  Alexandria,  Cairo, 
and  acrosB  the  Isthmus  of  Suet,  from  which,  de- 
scending the  Red  Sea  and  through  itsatraits  at  the 
southern  extremity,  the  route  lies  across  the  In- 
dian ocean  to  Point  d«  Oallein  tfeylon,  and  from 
thence  branching  across  the  Bay  of  Bengal  down 
the  straits  of  Malacca  to  Singapore,  and  up  the 
China  sea  to  Hong  Kong.    From  the  same  point 
in  Ceylon  there  are  steam  communications  on  the 
western  side  of  Hindoalan,  and  along  the  Mala- 
bar coast  to  Bombay,  whilst  on  the  eastern  side 
there  is  a  like  communication  to  Madras  and  Cal- 
cutta. 

There  ia  then  another  route conneoting^ith  this, 
from  London,  by  the  way  of  Folkatooe,  Boulogne, 
Paris,  Marseilles,  and    Malta,  to   Alexandria. 
Then  they  have  a  German  overland  route  con- 
necting wuh  the  first  by  way  of  the  Elbe,  Leip- 
sic,   Dresden,  Vienna,  Trieste,  and    down  the 
Adriatic,  by  the  Ionian  Islands,  to  Alexandria. 
There  is  another  and  still  shorter  route,  which  has 
engaged  attention,  and  is  proposed,  being  the 
same  by  which  the  troops  of  Alexander  the  Great 
returned  from  the  Indies,  by  the  Persian  Gulf  and 
river  Euphratea  to  Basaorah,  at  the  head  of  the 
Persian  Gulf,  upon  which  the  passage  from  Bom- 
'   bay  to  the  Meaiterroiiean  can  be  made  in  twelve 
days.    She  also  proposes  M  eonnect  the  British 
East  India  possessions  by  steam  navigation  from 
Ceylon  or  Singapore  to  the  Australian  seulements. 
But,  as  if  not  content  with  all  these  facilities, 
another  stupendous  scheme  for  a  more  direot  Ond 
speedy  commnnication  with  the  East  by  railway 
has  Men  contemplated'i  by  which  London  and 
Calcutta,  the  capitals  of  the  western  and  eastern 
worlds,  will  be  brought  within  a  week's  joiimev 
of  each  other.   The  proposed  loate  is  flom  Calais 
to  Ostend,  thence  to  Cologne,  through  Ai^sburg, 
Lombardy  to  Trieste  on  the  Adriatic,  thence  along 
the  valleys  of  European  Turkey  to  Basaorah  on 
the  Persian  Gulf,  passing  along  the  northern  shores 
of  that  gulf  through  Persia  and  Bdooehiatan  to 
the  Indus,  and  thence  to  Calcutta,  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  Hindostan.    This  route  from  Z^ondoivto 
the  capital  of  .the  Bengal  Presidency  woold  be 
about  five  thousand  six  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and,  it  is  supposed,  can  bseonstrocted  in  foortien 
years. 

Look  at  the  roeasnre  befbre  the  SeHkte  in  con- 
trast with  what  England  has  dons  to  flirthcr  her 
commercial  interests,  and  wiH  an  v  oas  say  that  our 
Government  is  not  as  eapablerof  exteadiag  equal 
benefits  to  our  people  as  Great  Britain  is  to  hers? 
The  beauty  and  pemetion  of  our  insUtntionseon- 
sist  in  their  eminent  capacity  for  good  and  its 
general  diffusion;  and,  under  enlightened  popular 
control,  this  Government  cannot  long  be  misdi- 
rected, nor  remain  quiescent  or  inactive  when  the 
public  interest  demands  iu  interposition. 

No  Senator  can  say  that  the  measure  is  not  one 
of  the  highest  concern  to  our.  present  interesta  and 
our  future  prosperity,  if  indeed  it  is  not  indispen- 
sable to  prevent  terrilorial-dismembennsnt. 

Have  the  people  of  the  United  States  no  claims 
DpontheirGovsmment?  Shall  we  sit  here  listt 
leislv  with  arms  foMed,  virtually  denying  them  i 
Or  •ball  sectional  jealousy,  that  destrucUve  can- 
ker of  national  happiness,  be  suffered  to  paralvEc 
and  destroy  our  energies  and  usefblness,  or  wure- 
diawn  political  theories  of  power,  dtfeot  this  im- 
portant objsct! 
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There  is  a  point  of  time  in  the  dealings  of 
men  with  each  other,  when  "forbearance  ceases 
to  be  a  virtue. "  So  with  the  public  mind  aroused 
on  a  question  of  momentous  importance,  when 
every  public  man  is  held  to  a  just  responsibility. 
Recognizing  that  responsibility,  how  will  we  stand 
justified  before  our  constituents,  if,  by  failure  now 
in  the  discharge  of  duty,  we  permit  a  continuance 
of  the  trade  of  the  world  through  foreign  chan- 
nels, when  it  is  in  our  power  to  bring  it  under  the 
Control  of  our  own  people,  whose  industry  and 
enterprise  have  set  afloat  upon  our  waters  and 
and  upon  the  ocean  more  than  eighteen  thousand 
vessels,  with  nearly  half  a  million  of  tonnage. 

We  ask  in  the  name  of  our  trade,  domestic  and 
foreign,  that  a  direct  means  of  communication 
be  given  through^ur  own  territory.  The  gt<h 
graphical  center  of  the  Republic  is  almost  unoc- 
cupied and  uncultivated  for  want  of  the  road 
we  now  seek.  Intersect  it  as  speedily  as  you 
please  by  an  indefinite  number  of  nighwars 
when  the  public  intereet  and  business  of  the 
country  require  them,  but  give  us  naio  one  rail- 
road as  a  practical  measure  to  begin  with,  and 
the  settlement  of  the  country  will  speedily  be  ac- 
complished, the  foundation  laid  for  the  building 
of  many  roads  connecting  this  with  all  pofts  of 
ths  Union.  For  all  postal,  military  and  commer- 
cial purposes,  the  intervening  territory  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Pacific  now  presents  an  im- 
passible barrier,  forcingall  nur  intereourae  through 
foreign  territory,  and  placing  California  at  a  dis- 
tance of  seven  thousand  miles  from  New  York — 
the  time  occupied  in  making  the  transit  being 
more  than  doable  that  required  for  European 
communication;  whilst  Egypt  and  Turkey  may 
be  reached  sooner  than  our  Pacific  possessions. 
There,  too,  we  can  go  by  an  nninterrupted  voy- 
age under  our  own  national  lag.  But  in  going 
to,  or  returning  from  the  Pacific,  we  are  indebted 
to  the  courtesy  of  foreign  Powers  for  the  privilege 
of  a  passage,  unless  we  undertake  the  voyage  by 
Cape  Horn,  which  we  might  be  fortunate  enough 
to  accomplish  in  between  two  and  three  months, 
by  steam,  or  from  four  to  six  months  in  the  ordi- 
nary sail  navigation. 

'niat  such  a  slate  of  things  can  long  continue, 
either  in  peace  or  war,  ia  impossibler 

California  now  points  you  the  way  to  Ae 
commerce  of  Asia,  and  to  secure  it  she  asks  a 
continental  raihoad,  not  only  for  her  own  use,  but 
for  the  benefit  of  all,  yet  appealing  to  you  in  vir- 
tue of  the  high  claims  she  has  upon  you.  Already 
she  has  more  than  doubled  your  melallie  capital, 
in  pouring  her  golden  treasures  into  the  lap  of  the 
Union.  Hold  back  for  a  single  quarter  of  a  year 
her  returns  to  the  Atlantic  and  Ctulf  of  Mexico, 
and  another  commercial  panic  will  involve  you  in 
apcedy  bankruptcy.  Your  stocks  will  fall,  prop- 
srt|r  will  decline  in  value,  banks  perish;  industry, 
sgncalture,  navgation,  aiid  manufactures  will  be 
prostrated.  Oo  where  yon  will,  and  your  money, 
coined  from  her  gold,  will  be  found  in  every 
dwelHng,  the  lowly  cabin  ss  well  as  the  lordly 
mansion ,  in  all  the  Slatea  and  Territories.  Every- 
where it  has  stimulated  your  industry,  and  given 
to  hibor  increased  employment  and  more  ample 
reward.  What  has  it  dons  for  the  commerce  of 
the  country  and  your  National  Treasury  i  it  has 
doubled  your  exports,  and  nearly  tr^led  |^oar  re- 
ceipts. 

Look  at  results.  Twenty-three  millions  of  rev- 
enue from  duties  in  1846 — neorlyseventy  millions 
(Vom  the  same  source  in  1654.  Who  doubts  that, 
with  the  enlarged  commerce  growing  out  of  a  more 
liberal  poKcy,  this  incredible  increase  of  revenue 
is  mainly  attributable  to  the  yearly  supply  of 
California  geld?  No  merchant,  manufiieturer, 
banker,  or  statesman  of  any  party,  will  contro- 
vert this.  Your  receipts  from  customs  and  the 
sole  of  your  public  lahds  are  increased  from  this 
swell  in  the  volume  of  curreni^.  Forty  mil- 
lions in  the  aggregate  increase  of  your  annual  rev- 
enue from  hmas  and  customs  are  the  c<nisequeBee. 
Yet  you  hesitate  about  a  reasonable  appropriation 
— the  effect  of  which  wilL  be  to  multiply  a  hun- 
dred fold  your  revenues  snd  souress  of  wsalth. 


Is  this  wise,  just,  or  expedient?  California  fur- 
nishes the  element  of  national  prosperity  in  peace, 
and  the  sinews  of  war.  Yet  for  the  want  of  this 
road  you  keep  her  in  distant  and  dangerous  iso- 
lation. 

The  people  from  the  Atlantic  to  thePacifie,from 
the  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  demand  this  measure.  They  look  to 
Congress  during  this  session  to  lay  the  foundation 
or  its  commencement.  If  we  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, it  will  be  in  vain  for  Great  Britain,  in  her 
efforts  to  maintain  commercial  supremacy,  to  carry 
out  her  scheme  of  a  great  continental  railway  from 
Halifax  through  British  territory  to  the  Pacific, 
now  BO  warmly  advocated  by  many  of  her  states- 
men and  engineers,  or  to  undertake  her  Asiatic 
railway  from  the  Mediterranean,  by  the  Persian 
Gulf  and  India,  to  the  ports  of  China. 

But  if  local  Jeatousiea  or  sectional  prejudices 
should  defeat  our  present  action,  she  will  arise  with 
renewed  vigor  to  the  prosecution  of  these  great 
work*,  and  new  avenues  of  trade  will  secure  to 
her  the  undisputed  command  of  the  commerce 
of  the  world.  It  is  a  question  between  London 
and  New  York,  between  Calcutta  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, between  England  and  America,  by  Und  and 
sea  for  the  supremacy,  and  we  surrender  it,  with- 
out an  effort,  to  our  great  rival,  if  we  now  fail  in 
the  performance  of  duty. 

Do  not  defeat  this  bill  by  any  illiberal,  parsimo- 
nious  policy,  which  would  provide  means  inade- 
quate to  the  undertaking,  and  subject  it  to  sneers, 
as  theoretical,  inefficient,  and  leave  it  a  dead  letter  , 
on  the  statute-book;  nor  embarrass  it  by  throwing 
the  apple  ofdiscord  among  us  in  remrd  to  different 
routes;  nor  weigh  it  down  by  overloading  it  in  the 
form  of  several  projected  routes  at  a  time,  as  if  one 
was  not  stupendous  enough  to  engage  all  our  ener- 
gies, until  population,  theinerease  of  tradeand  com- 
merce in  tniq  new  channel,  had  so  far  advanced  as 
to  show  their  necessity.  No  intelligent  business 
man  ever  intentionally  met  a  demand  by  a  re- 
dundant supply;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  latter  is 
always  regulated  by  the  former.  This  is  a  too 
well  established  doctrine  of  political  economy  to 
be  denied.  The  foundation  and  growth  of  citiaS 
and  of  nations,  ancient  and  modern,  rest  upon  it. 
On  this  abme  principle.  Within  the  present  half 
century,  steam  navi^tion  and  the  railway  began 
with  us — the  one  with  a  single  vessel,  the  other 
with  a  single  route.  Now  more  than  three  thou- 
sand steam  vessels  float  upon  American  waters 
alone;  and  our  lines  of  railway  are  equal  in  tenetk 
to  two  thirds  iVt  crrcumlirence  of  the  globe.  We 
run  no  risk  from  the  very  outset  of  monopoly  or 
imposition  in  the  construction  of  a  single  route,  for 
already  we  have  our  splendid  ctipperships  making 
quick  passages  around  Cape  Horn,  and  our  steam 
routes  by  the  Isthmus  to  the  Pacific,  which  willbe 
uninterrupted  in  time  of  peace,  and  afford  an  active 
and  healthy  competition,  making  it  an  object  with 
all  concerned  to  cheapen  the  tolu  of  their  several 
routes. 

In  seeking  the  Asiatic,  and  especially  the  Chi- 
nese trade,  which  hM  been  coveted  by  every  civil- 
ized nation  that  has  preceded  as  as  a  source  of 
affluence,  we  resort,  not  like  our  great  commercial 
rival,  to  the  atrong  arm  of  power,  to  coerce  a  trade 
in  poison  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five-millions  of 
dollars  annually,  but  to  deal  With  them  by  an  imer- 
ehange  of  commodities  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Since 
the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  China,  in  1842, 
which  resulted  in  opening  the  five  ports  to  foreign 
trade,  our  commerce  has  rapidly  increased,  until 
now  iC^eaehes  annnaltv  (W>m  sixteen  to  seventeen 
millions  of  dollars,  empmyingtwo  hundred  vessels. 
Who  con  estimate  its  merease  and  effects  upon  our 
ship-yards',  and  the  business  of  our  eommerciai 
cities  and  depots  throughout  the  country,  if  this 
bill  should  become  a  law? 

Our  recent  aeqnisitiens  en  the  Pacific  have  revo- 
lutionized ourcommtnial  relations  with  the  world 
— what  tosancient,  and  even  to  modem  Europe, 
was  "  India  Veyrad  the  Ganges"  is  "  India  vfilhin 
the  Ganges"  to  us.  In  creating  this  new  routs, 
more  important  to  us  than  the  Portueuese  discov- 
wy  of  the  rants  around  the  Cspe  or  Good  Hope 
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waa  to  them,  the  queation  of  maritime  ascendency 
will  no  longer  be  in  doubt.  The  trade  of  Asia 
and  the  Indies  will  posa  over  it  through  the  center 
.of  the  North  American  continent,  and  iu  atimii- 
latinit  influence  in  settlements,  not  only  along  the 
route,  but  spreading  all  over  the  vast  region  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific,  will  be 
incalculable;  whilst  ita  enriching  benefits  will  per- 
Ttkde  and  invigorate  every  department  of  the  social 

S'stem,  and  impart  a  atren'gth  and  power  to  our 
overnment  that  will  defy  all  oppositioD  or  re- 
sistance. 

1  hare  thus  briefly  and  most  imperfectly  referred 
to  the  commercial  considerations. which  commend 
the  subject  to  our  attention.  If  time  wereallowed 
to  enforce  them,  a  picture  could  be  presented  of 
the  ereatnesB  and  glory  of  the  Republic,  the  result 
of  these  vast  commercial  advantages,  to  which  no 
legislator  could  shut  his  eyes. 

Napoleon ,  when  no  longer  the  Emperor,  but  the 
philosophic  statesman  and  dispassionate  observer 
at  St.  Helena,  discoursing  upon  the  purposes  of 
Qovernment,  and  in  special  reference  to  our  coun- 
'  try,  said:  "Look  at  the  United  States,  where, 
without  any  apparent  force  or  effort,  everything 
goes  on  prosperously;  every  one  is  happy  and 
contented;  ana  this  Is  because  the  public  wishes 
and  interest  are,  in  fact,  the  ruling  power."  **  Place 
the  Government,"  said  he,  "at  variance  with 
the  will  and  interest  of  ita  inhabitants,"and  then, 
as  he  contemplated  such  af(  event,  he  drew  a  pic- 
ture of  the  mischief  that, would  follow. 

This'  measure  is  one  not  only, involving  the 
diversified  interests,  which  I  h^ve  presented  to  the 
Senate,  but  requires  to  be  examined  as  to  its 

POLITICAL  EFFECT  UP<)N  THE  COUNTRY, 

The  duty  imposed  upon  us  to  maintain  and  pre- 
serve our  territory  in  its  utmost  extent,  is  not  to  be 
denied.  Noman  will  confront  the  American  people, 
'  iiesitalingorintimatinga  doubt  on  this  point.  Our 
institutions,  in  their  very  nature,  are  expansive 
and  progressive.  The  Pacific  coast  and  important 
Islands  of  Polynesia,  have  at  diflerent  limes  been 
the  object  of  desire  and  envy  of  European  States. 
Captain  Beechy,  of  the  royal  navy,  examined  the 
port  of  San  Francisco,  and  reported  it  to  be  of  im- 
mense compass,  "  sufficiently  exleRsive  to  contain 
all  the  British  Navy,"  having  excellent  harbors 
and  euichorages,  and  surrounded  by  a  country 
varied  by  hills  and  valleys.  In  1840,  the  British 
captain.  Belcher,  was  also  charged  with  the  care- 
ful examination  of  the  harbor;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  relying  on  the 
support  of  the  British  Government,  stretched  her 
line  of  forts  towards  this  territory,  in  the  hope 
that  negotiations  which  had  been  commenced  in 
Londtm  for  a  cession  of  Mexican  territory  in  sat- 
isfaction of  the  English  debt  would  result  in  the 
acquisition  of  California.  The  views  of  England 
respecting  the  Siandwich  Islands 'have  been  welt 
known.  In  1788  Captain  Meares,  of  the  English 
'  Navy,  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  thffae  Islands  would,  one  day,  be  ranked 
among  British  subjects.  In  the  year  1843,  under 
the  pretext  of  redress  of  grievances,  and  the  pros- 
ecution of  existing  claims,  Lord  Paulel  took  pos- 
session of  these  Islands.  The  energetic  interposi- 
tion of  our  Government  resulted  in  the  disavowal 
of  the  act  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  as  communicated  by 
the  British  Envoy,  Mr,  Pox,  to  Mr,  Upshur,  our 
Secretary  of  Slate;  and  the  British  Commodore, 
Thomas,  hauled  down  the  British  flag  in  the  sum- 
mer of  the  sanfie  year,  and  restored  King  Eehama 
the  Third  to  all  his  functions. 

The  importance  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  in- 
termediate poinu  between  the  Russian  Asiatic 
and  Russian  American  possessions  attracted,  in 
1812,  the  attention  of  the  Imperial  Company  of 
St.  Petersborgh.  In  that  year,  Baranoif,  the  gov- 
ernor of  Russian  America,  founded  a  settlement 
•t  the  port  of  Bodo^a,  on  the  Californian  coast, 
and  sent  a  ship  to  Honolulu  to  establish  a  factory. 
In  1814  he  renewed  his  efforts  to  open  commer- 
cial relations,  and  repeatedly  afterwards;  but  his 
•ttempla  were  discouraged,  and  finally  proved 
abortive. 

The  port  of  San  Francisco  has  ever  been  re- 
^rded  as  the  key  to  the  northwest  coast  of  Amer- 
'  tea  and  the  Pacific  ocean. 

"  The  future  of  these  Islands,"  says  a  pro- 
found observer  once  connected  with  the  French 
Legation  in  Mexico,  "is  ultimately  bound  to 
that  of  Califqmift;  and  Iks  nation  which  will  be- 


come the  mistress  of  the  one  ought  to  pofsess 
the  other;  they  seem,  in  fact,  designed  asarallying  1 
point  fur  vessels  of  every  description  that  furrow 
the  Pacific  ocean  north  of  the  equator,  placed,  as 
they  are,  between  California,  the  contested  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon,  the  northwest  coast,  Russian 
America,  and  the  numerous  archipelagoes  of  the 
great  ocean  and  of  Asia,"  These  Islands,  it  will 
be  remembered,  lie  in  a  direct  line,  or  nearly  so, 
between  San  Francisco  and  Hong  Kong,  and  in 
the  20th  degree  of  north  latitude,  being  the  parallel 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

During  the  last  forty  yean,  our  Government 
reflecting  the  public  will,  has  been  olive  to  the  im- 
porutnce  of  commercial  position  and  ascendency  on 
the  Pacific.  So  impressed  with  this  fact  was  the 
Spanish  Minister  at  Washington,  that  in  a  dispatch 
or  the  1st  April,  1812,  to  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico, 
he.forewarned  that  functionary  to  be  on  his  guard 
and  arm  the  frontiers,  as  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  proposed  to  fix  its  limits  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  and  ascend  to 
the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  and  then  draw  a  line 
direct  to  the  Pacific,  which  would  bring  Upper 
California  into  the  American  Union, 

During  the  presidency  of  General  Jackson,  Mr. 
Forsyth,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  6th  A  ugust,  1835,  to 
the  United  States  Charge  d'Afiiiires  in  Mexico,  in- 
structed hiqi  to  'treat  for  a  line  that  would  give  us 
the  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  with  an  ofi>r  of  five 
millions  for  it;  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  Secretary  of 
Slate,  sent,  in  1844,  a  secret  messenger  to  the  Pr^^- 
dent  of  Mexico,  with  an  ofier  of  ten  millions  for 
this  h/urbor.  The  sequel  of  public  events  which 
finally  led  to  Our  acquisitions  on  the  Pacific  are 
before  the  worM. 

Recent  negotiations  foreshadow,  and  the  law  of 
political  affinity  seems  to  indicate  the  period  as 
not  far  distant  when  Sonora  and  Lower  Califor- 
nia, with  an  aggregate  area  of  over  two  hundred 
thousand  square  miles,  and  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  of  sea  coast  around  the  peninsula  and 
along  the  main  land,  will  be  embraced  within  the 
boundary  of  the  Union. 

The  obligation  upon  the  political  departments, 
in  the  exercise  of  legislative  powers  to  bind 
together  this  nation,  is  a  solemn  and  paramount 
obligation.  This  measure  appeahi  to  us  in  this 
point  of  view,  and  from  tne  responsibility  of 
neglect,  indifierence,  or  delay,  we  cannot  escape 
before  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 

If  California  were  some  distant,  dreary  region, 
like  the  Orltney  or  Shetland  Islands  in  the  mist 
of  the  Northern  Ocean,  or  some  barren  strip  of 
land,  unfit  fSr  culture,  and  shut  out  from  com- 
merce, still,  as  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Union , 
your  political  power  must  reach  it. 

The  principle  established  bv  those  who  (banded 
and  matured  the  institutions  they  have  bequeathed 
to  us  OS  a  sacred  trust,  and  for  which  thev  staked 
their  fame  forever,  was,  that  not  an  innn  of  the 
territory  of  the  Republic,  should  be  disintegrated 
or  dissevered.  For  this,  the  mistress  of  the  world 
battled  in  the  days  of  her  glory,  and  maintained  it 
until  she  sank  under  an  accumulation  of  social 
disorders,  and  tha. wounds  which  mis^vemment 
had  inflicted.  It  was  to  maintain  this  principle, 
that  induced  Washington,  amidst  thickening  mis- 
fortune, to  declare  that  he  would  never  give  up  the 
contest  forthe  independence  of  the  unitM  colonics, 
or  the  territory  thev  claimed,  even  if  driven  to  the 
fastnesses  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 

If  there  was  nothing  attractive  in  our  Pacific  pos- 
sessions, and  they  were  valueless  in  all  that  mokes 
the  earth  valuable  to  man,  yetos  a  port  of  our  ter- 
ritory, you  ore  bound  to  defend  them.  But  in 
contrast  with  sterility,  or  even  the  foirer  portions 
of  our  other  States,  what  a  picture  does  Califomio 
present!.  Look  other  in  ner  immense  propor- 
tions, stretched  out  on  the  shores  of  the  western 
oceon,  with  o  line  of  sea  shore  equol  to  one  half 
of  the  whole  extent  of  the  Atlontic  coast,  and 
on  area  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-ont  square  miles,  equal 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty  seven  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
forty  acres — more  thon  four  times  the  oreo  of  the 
State  of  New  York;  and  capable,  from  her  com- 
mercial position,  and  ogricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources, of  maintaining  a  population  equal  to  that 
DOW  held  by  the  whole  American  Union.  With 
the  eoost  range  of  mountoins,  in  its  beoutifu]  un- 
dulotions  from  lofty  summits  to  irregulor  hills  on 
tha  west,  and  the  anowy  moontaina  ond  CtdonMlo 


river  on  the  east,  fend  Lowct  California  on  the 
south  its  center  intersected  by  the  rivers  Soera- 
mento  and  Son  Joaquin ,  whose  magnificent  volleys 
ainne  contain  millions  of  acres  of  the  most  fertile 
soil,  stretching  near  the  entire  length  of  the  Stotc, 
each  flowing;  o  distance  of  some  three  or  four  hun- 
dred miles  in  contrary  directions  from  the  north 
and  from  the  south,  and  uniting  in  the  some  estuory 
to  discharge  their  waters  into  the  boy  of  S»n  Fran- 
cisco, dug  out,  sa  it  were,  by  ths  hand  of  naturo 
herself,  for  the  noblest  of  human  purposes. 

Here  we  have  a  harbor  and  port,  the  natural 
i^eptacle  of  the  produce  of  our  extensive  volleya, 
and  at  no  distant  day  to  be  the  Pacific  acot  of 
trade,  and  an  equipoise  to  the  Atlantic  cmporinm. 
It  will  be  the  entrepdt  and  storehouse  to  which 
the  coasts  of  the  Western  oceans  of  Northwestern 
America,  and  ofthe  Asiatic  regions,  will  send  iheir 
products.    From  this  common  center  of  trade  will 
be   furnished  in  exchtuige  the  grain  am)   other 
of  our  products  required  for  subsistence  by  the 
people  of  the  Southwettem  coast,  of  the  Mex- 
ican and  Central  American  States,  down  to  the 
equator,  to  Peru,  to  the  Southwestern  coast  Of  Ania 
and  islands  ofthe  Polynesian  group.  The  serenity 
ond  mildness  of  our  climate,  the  mammoth  growth 
of  our  vegetation, the  capacity  of  our  soil  for  wheat 
ond  the  amoller^j^ins,  extending  its  adaptation 
olso  to  the  vine,  give  advantages  not  surpassed,  if 
equaled,  within  tlie  limits  of  any  one  of  the  State* 
of  the  Union,    A  few  short  yeora  s^o  ahe  wos 
held  by  o  sparse  and  apathetic  population  of  some 
few  thousond  souls,  with  limited  wants,  and  these 
olmost  supplied  spontoiftoualy  by  nature.    From 
the  moment  the  American  flag  rose  upon  her  hilts 
the  scene  was  changed.    Western  setilera  entered 
her  limits,  those  pioneen  whose  strong  handa  and 
patriotic  hearts  have  everywhere  laid  the  deep 
foundations  of  our  prosperity.    Apathy  in  Cali- 
fornia ceased,  ond  wos  succeeded  by  the  actiTity 
of  industrial  pureuits.     The  golden   discoreriea 
were  first  made  in  seeing  a  few  glittering  particles 
aparkling  in  the  sunlight  in  a  mill-race  on  a  fork  of 
the  American  river,  a  tributary  of  the  Sacramento. 
This  discovery  was  followeo  op   in  our   riTcrs, 
which,  rushing  from  the  Nevada  chain,  liberate 
ond  sweep  down  to  their  beds  the  hidden  treosare, 
and  point  the  way  to  the  sources  of   mineral 
wealth,  hitherto  illimitable  in  extent,  ond  exhib- 
iting no  si^ns  of  exhaustion.    The  opening,  ex- 
panding veins  of  our  rocky  structure  hove  been 
reoched,  and  their  golden  deposits  unfolded  by  the 
ingenuity  and  enterprise  of  that  indomitable  band 
of  immigrants,  whose  tireless  energies  mock  at«ll 
difficulties,  and  defy  oil  obstoclcsk  Therush  of  im- 
migration extended,  eneivy  and  enterprise  flockeid 
to  our  shores.    Labor,  that  makes  man  what  he 
is,  and  without  which  gold  is  oa  Tolneless  oa  the 
dust  of  the  earth,  did  its  work.    Industry,  that 
" inlongible,  abstract  commodity,"  directed  -our 
energies,  and  we  rose  in  the  full  proportions  of  a 
sovereign  State,  unprecedented   in  growth,   and 
unexampled  in  its  career  in  the  history  of  nations. 

Her  mineral  discoveries,  which  the  presa  bad 
announced  from  one  end  of  the  globe  to  the  other, 
until  the  news  even  penetrated  the  isolation  ofthe 
Chinese  dominions,  were  first  looked  upon  aa  ori- 
ental fictions,  then  doubted,  then  believed,  and 
finally  realized  beyond  all  aniieipotion. 

In  1820  we  had  o  metollie  currency  in  the  Dnited 
States,  according  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  report  in  that 
year,  of  Mrty-tuo  miUiotu  Kve  kundrtd  thommnd 
doUan.  The  products  of  all  the  mines  in  the  Union, 
from  that  year  until  1848,  furnished  on  i^dditional 
sum  of  twehe  mi/lumj  seven  kvmdni  mifarlm-oiu 
thmuand  ttr  kundred  and  /orljf-mwn  iolOm,  beine 
an  average  onnnal  yield  of  between  four  ond  fioe 
lumdrtd  tiunmmd  doOan.  Our  net  specie  iinporta 
over  our  exports  for  that  period  were  er^itg-two 
wdUioiu  eiglUy-tix  thmuand  fimr  hmtdred  and  njety- 
ene  doUan,  and  immigrant  supplies,  at  on  overa^ 
of  a  miUion  a  year,  gave  us  tweniy-men  mSUoms, 
making  on  aggregate  of  specie  in  the  United  States 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1848,  of  $154,398,106. 


fell  below  the  general  overage  I  have  stoted ,  haT<i>g 
only  reached  obout  two  httndrtd  tiumsand  doOan, 
to  which  Califomio,  just  then  b^'nning  -to  open 
her  treasures,  contributed  on  ooditional  aum  of 
more  than  one  fifth  the  product  of  oil  our  minea  at 
that  time.  She  has,  aincs  that  period,  increased 
her  product  in  almost  a  compound  ratioi  n  ntS  It* 
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annual  contribution*  to  the  tnftallie  currency  are 
Me  hundred  miUjoiu,  being  two  and  a  haJf  times 
ereater  than  the  aggregate  BTcmge  annual  yield 
between  the-yeara  1829  and  1848,  of  the  Uralian, 
Mexican,  Peru irian ,  Bolivian, Chilian,  and, in  fact, 
of  all  the  mines  in  the  world  together? 

Look  back  at  the  commercial  crises  at  different 
periods  of  our  history,  and  especially  those  within 
our  recollection,  from  1837  to- 1840,  when  we  suf- 
fered from  a  drain  of  our  theiwery  limited  supply 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  re0ect  upon  the  disas- 
teiB  which  pervaded  the  country  in  every  depart- 
ment and  busineaa  of  life.  What  is  it  but  the 
gold  of  California  that  has  held  in  equipoise  our 
commercial  balance,  and  furnished  us  with  a'lre- 
dundant  supply  of  buHion,  notwithstanding  the 
immense  expansion  of  our  trade  and  increased 
importations,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it  has  im- 
parted wide-spread  piDsperity  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  country,  bv  which  mendicity  has  virtually 
b<en  extinguisheu  within  our  borders? 

Did  she  clutch  at  and  hold  this  massive  treasure 
for  her  own  benefit  ?  No;  she  sent  it  back  to  your 
constituents;  she  dispensed  it  all  over  your  terri> 
tory.  It  reached  your  manufacturers  of  New 
England;  it  found  iu  way  to  your  farmers  of  the 
middle  and  western  States,  and  to  thr  cotton, 
rice,  and  sugar  planter*  of  the  South;  it  pve  un- 
exampled activity  to  your  workshop*  in  every 
nook  and  corner  of  the  land;  it  increased  employ- 
ment in  your  dock-yards,  and  gave  new  impetus 
to  your  shipping  interest,  until  its  stimulating 
influence  was  fdt  in  the  nerve*  of  your  whole 
industrial  system.  , 

Wa  now  come  before  you  asking  an  appropria- 
tion of  yoordomain,  for  the  construction  of  this  new 
means  of  intercommunication,  indispensable  not 
only  to  consolidate  us  at  home,  but  to  guard  against 
til*  *hock  of  foreign  war,  and  consequent  danger 
of  political  dismemberment. 

The  utmost  stretch  of  your  interposition  will 
not  exceed,  under  the  bill^before  you,  forty  mil- 
lions of  acres  fur  a  line  of  two  thousand  miles, 
that  will  unite  the  Mississippi  Slates  with  the  Pa- 
cific Its  value  doe«  iipt  equal  by  one  half  our 
annual  supply  of  gold,  api  its  concession  will  be 
more  Uutn  reimbursed  bj  the  enhanced  value  im- 
parted to  the  alternate  residuum  of  your  land.  Tb* 
measure,  Senators,  is  one  demanding  your  serious 
consideration. 

For  the  maintenance  of  our  claims  upon  Mexico, 
we  expended  iar  more  than  double  tfa*  cost  of  the 

?>roject  before  us.  To  recqver  and  retain  any 
raction  of  territory  within  this  Confederacy,  we 
would  exhaust  the  treasure  of  the  country,  and 
place  posterity  under  tribute  for  centuries  to 
come. 

Rome,  after  the  Iap*e  of  centuries,  from  her 
foundation,  and  in  the  peaceful  reign  of  the  An- 
tonine*,  claimed  the  proud  distinction  that  on* 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  acknowledged  her 
laws — a  degree  of  population  probably  exceeding 
modem  Europe  in  tne  eighteenth  century,  and 
supposed,  by  an  enlightened  historian  to  be 
"  the  most  numerous  society  that  has  ever  been 
united  under  the  same  system  of  government." 
A.  people  whose  cities  were  connected  by  public 
high  ways  issuing  from  the  seat  of  empire,  travers- 
ing Italy,  pervi^ing  provinces,  and  terminating 
only  with  the  frontiers,  forming  a  great  chain  of 
communication  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the 
capital,  thence  to  Jerusalem,  and  stretching  in  dis- 
tance over  four  thousand  Roman  miles. 
'  Senators:  Our  progress  as  a  natibn  ha*  com- 
parativNy  but  begun;  the  immeasurable  future 
lies  before  you.  It  js  for  us  to  do  our  part  as  pat- 
riots to  and  legislators, under  the  mandate*  of  the 
Constitution,  to  devise  those  means  which  will 
overcome  geographical  separation,  and  give  unity 
to  every  put  of  this  ocean-bound  Republic. 

By  the  natural  law  of  increase,  aided  by  a  swell 
of  immigration  which  the  shock  of  European  war 
and  the  reconstruction  of  nationaliliea  will  send 
to  our  shores,  the  new  century  that  approaches, 
even  though  we  are  yet  in  the  springtide  of  na- 
tional existence,  will  ^nd  within  ou^  limits,  now 
greater  in  territorial  extent  than  Imperial  Rome, 
a  population  equal  to  what  *he  po**e**ed  in  th* 
zenith  of  Iter  glory,  after  the  growth  of  a  thou- 
*and  years.    ^ 

Let  the  measure  under  consideration  be  con- 
summated, and  an  act,  vital  to  the  integrity  of  our 
territory,  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  undivided 
Unioo».wiU  have  been  accomplished;  and  then, 


as  a  united  people,  WHO  CAN  PREDICT  OUR 
FUTURE  DfcSTINY? 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,the.furtherconsid- 
eratipn  of  the  bill  wa*  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

EXBCDTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busineaa; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  thedoorSwere 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNOAT,  ^rU  IU,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrn. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bitsiness  first  in  order 
is  a  motion  lying  over  from  last  Monday,  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Flor- 
BNCE,]  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  the  following  resolution: 

Rtmtetd,  Ttant  the  PreiMent  of  ilie  Dniied  Bute*  be 
requested  to  promote  Guuiniaiider  Uuiicnn  N.  Jnerstiun  to 
Ih«  grade  uf  eipuiii  in  Itae  Navy  oTUie  United  8tatca,snd 
ibat  Uie  Secreiary  of  Uie  Navy  D«  requested  to  leader  the 


cummud  ofnue  of  Uie  aix  Hfsl-claMiKam  friniu  provided 
lor  in  Ihe  bill  that  paued  llie  Houae  on  Uie  Slut  March,  to 
t;apuin  Duncan  N.  Ingrabam,  when  such  vcMOla  may  be 


ready  Tor  aervice. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania if  he  will  not  withdraw  the  resolution  for 
the  present,  and  allow  roe  to  bringforward  a  mat- 
ter of  very  great  importance? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  have  no  disposiu'on  to 
press  ehis  resolution  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
House  at  this  time;  and  I  am  perfectly  willing, 
with  the  consent  of  the  House,  that  it  should  lie 
over  to  be  considered  at  another  lime,  as  the  House 
is  exceedingly  thin. 

The  SPEAKER.  Doe*  the  Chair  onderaund 
the  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania  a*  withdrawing 
the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  For  the  present  I  will  with- 
draw it,  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  may 
introduce  his  resolution*. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  desire  to  bring  before  the  House 
at  this  time  a  matter  of  very  great  imporlaiice  to 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country;  and  for 
that  puqiose  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  two  resolutions.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  have  recommended  th* 
adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  inquirt, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  this  is  not  resolution  day, 
when  the  States  are  to  be  called  for  reaolutiona  ? 
By  pursuing^e  regular  order,  we  will  get  a  great 
many  more  resolution*  through  than  we  can  in 
this  informal  way. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Well,  I  ask  the  unanimou*  con- 
leiit  of  the  House  to  permit  me  to  introduce  tlie 
resolutions. 

The  resSlbtions  wtrt  read,  as  follows: 

JUnlMd,  That  in  Ihe  war  which  now  ataroa  impendins 
in  Europe,  it  ia  the  duly,  at  well  aiibe  manirent  inieresi  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Siatea,  to  observe  and  man- 
Mln  a  atrlct  neutrality  between  all'  Ihe  belligerenls.  And, 
in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  rifhu  of  our  cilisena  and  th#  secu- 
rity of  our  commerce  demand  the  roanttnaiKe  of  Ilia  prin- 
ciple herelorore  aaaened,  and  atcenuoualy  conleDded  Tor  by 
thU  Govemmenl,  but  not-hitberto  admiiled  or  ealaliliahed 
aa  a  law  or  nallona— Ibat  freeehipa  malie  tier  gooda,  excopl 
aa  to  artieleacleailylinownaaeoniiabaiulof  war;  and  that 
iha  neutral  flag  prateeu  ftom  nnreaaonaUe  aearch  and 
aeizure  tii«  atiipa  bearing  it.  And  alao,  that  neutral  prfiperiy 
on  board  a  veaael  of  any  of  the  belllgerenia  ia  notkubject  to 
aeixnie  and  cnnflaeaiifln. 

JtnoiMd,  That  Ihe  Pretident  of  Ibe  United  States  be  re- 
queated,  if,  in  hia  opinion,  not  incompatiMe  witii  Ihe  |Hil>lic 
intereata,  to  communicnie  to  thia  House  wheilier  any,  and 
ifany,  what  arrangements  have  been  made,  or  what  corre 
spoiidence  baa  taken  place  between  this  Government  and 
any  of  Ibe  OoveramentsorEarope  to  esiablisb  lb*  foregoing 
principles  aa  international  law,  and  to  protect  Ihe  newrd 
commerce  of  the  United  Stalea  Id  the  event  of  a.  war  be- 
tween any  of  ibe  Fowera  of  Europe. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  Speaker,  i*  the  introduc- 
tion of  these  resolutions  in  order  at  this  time.' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  ia  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WALKER.    Then  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  to 
mispend  the  rule*  of  the  Hou*e,  so  aa  to  enable  me 
to  introduce  it.  * 

BOOKS  FOR  NSW  MEMBERS. 

Th*  SPEAKER.  Before  the  House  proceeds 
to  act  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  suspend  the  rule*,!  beg  leave  to  submit 
to  the  Hoiue  a  cummuoication  from  the  CUrk. 


The  following  letter  was  thereupon'read: 

CLsax'a  Orrios,  Hooas  or  RfpassaKTATivis,  { 
\lrTU  6, 18M.        5 

Sir  :  To  enable  me  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the 
joint  redointion  approved  February  S4,  ISM,  ordering  cer- 
tain boolis  Ibr  new  memben  of  the  House  of  Represenla- 
tivea,  I  nddreaaed  leliem  to  the  publishers  early  in  the  month 
or  March,  inviting  them  to  rurnish  the  hooka  voted.  Hav- 
ing received  replies  from  all  Ihe  publishera  written  to.  It 
appears  that  they  can  l\|rniah  "  Annals  of  Congresa,"  '■  Sen- 
ale  Land  Lawa,»"  Statutes  at  Large,""  Adams'a  Works," 
•■  Cnngreaaional  Globe,"  "  Finance  Bepona,"  "  Conatitu- 
tion,"  "  EiUott'a  Debates,"  and  "  American  Archives," 
and  that  they  cannot  (tomiah  the  "  State  Papers,"  "  Bepoifu 
or  DebaUis,""  Contested  ElecUona,"  "Diplomaite  Coi^ 
Kspnndeoce,"  and  "  Alexander  Hamilton'a  Worka." 

The  books  which  the  publiahers  cannot  furnish,  a  book- 
arller  of  ibis  city,  who  has  supplied  laree  numbera  of  Ibe 
^me  books  to  Congresa,  baa  made  a  written  nIAr  to  fbr- 
nish  at  former  prices  and  In  a  specified  time,  ex{f  pt  the 
"Diplomatic  C;orrespondenee"  and  "Alexander Hamil- 
ton's Works ;"  but  as  Ibe  resolution  seems  to  confine  the 
Clark  to  purchases  Arom  the  puUlsbers,  I  have  not  relt  at 
liberty  to  give  him  poaMve  orders  wilboutexpreaa authority 
ofiha  House. 

The  book  known  aa  "  The  Opiniona  of  the  Anororys 
General,"  apecified  in  the  reaolnuoo,  embraces  no  opinions 
of  later  date  liian  1841;  and  as  then  is  a  very  general  deaira 
to  have  an  ediiion  bringing  litem  down  to  tlie  moat  recent 
date,  no  inquiry  has  yet  been  made  of  tbe  publiahers  con- 
cerning it  1  respectruUy  ask  Airther  instructions  from  the 
Uouiie  oil  this  point. 

Tlie  resolution  is  understood,  by  the  paUisbers  of  *'  Mayo*s 
Treasury  Regulations,"  "  Mayo  tt  Moulton's  Pension  and 
Bounty  Lpnd  Laws,"  and  "  Hickfy'a  Book  of  the  Consti- 
tution," to  vote  to.  the  new  members  of  the  House  tlie  same 
numbers  of  each  of  these  works  as  were  received  by  tite  new 
Senators  in -Ihe  laat  Congress;  but  as  this  is  doubtful,  I 
have  declined  giving  orders  for  Uiein ;  and  on  this  poiat, 
also,  reapectlUliy  await  tbe  action  of  the  House. 

JOHN  W.  FORNEY. 
Bon.  Ltaa  Botd, 

Spealier  o/IAe  House  afAepresenlaHsss. 

MK  FAULKNER.  It  ia  my  purpose  to  ask 
to  have  that  communication  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library.  But  I  suppose  it 
will  meet  with  the  general  desire  of  the  House  to 
have  such  a  resolution  adopted  as  will  enable  th* 
Clerk  at  once  to  execute  the  joint  resolution  for 
the  delivery  of  books  to  new  members.  With  that 
view  I  beg  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

B€Mtred,  Thai  Ibe  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repmenta- 
tivea  furnisli,  and  deliver  to  each  of  the  Membera  and  Deie- 
gatea  of  the  present  Congresa  who  have  not  already  received 
Uiein,  and  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  House,  tlie  following  books,  being  a  p<irtion  of  Uie 
books  voted  to  tbe  members  of  former  Congresaes,  viz : 

"Slats  Papera,"  "  Register  of  Debates,"  "Contested 
Elections,"  and  "Alexander  Hamilton's  Works:"  ProvUti, 
The  prices  do  not  exceed  those  beretolbre  paid ;  and  that, 
InstcHd  of  the  "  Opinipsa  of  Attoroeys  General,"  bereto- 
lbre supplied,  be  sball  ftaroish  and  deliver  the  laleal  pub- 
lished edition  that  can  be  procured  Ibr  fifteen  dollara  per 
copy,  that  being  the  amount  paid  ibr  the  Attorney  GcDeral's 
Opiniona  in  the  Thirty-First  Congreaa. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  It  will  be  seen  by  th* 
House  that  the  only  effect  of  this  resolution  is  this: 
The  joint  resolution  which  paised  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  provides  tliatthes* 
books  shall  be  obtained  from  the  pvblishert.  Th* 
publisher*,  a*  I  learn  from  correspondence  now 
before  roe,  have  declared  their  inability  to  furnish 
thero,  and  the  only  effect  of  this  resolution  is  to 
enable  the  Clerk,  at  the  same  price,  to  obtain  them 
elsewhere,  otherwise  the  joint  resolution  will  b« 
nueatory. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  think  this  resolution  and  th* 
communication  from  the  Clerk  ought  to  take  a 
diflitrent  direction  from  the  one  that  has  been  in-* 
dicated.  I  submit  a  motion  that  the  said  commu- 
nication be  printed,  and  that  the  resolution  and 
communication  also  be  referred  to  the  Houae 
members  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  library. 
The  reason  why  I  make  this  motion  is,  that  ther* 
is  a  law  against  furnishing  certain  books,  and  th* 
effect  of  that  law  is  only  avoided  by  the  joint  res- 
olution passed  by  the  House  and  the  Senate  at 
the  present  session,  and  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  that  joint  resolution.  I  submit  that  we  shall 
run  again*t  and  counter  to  that  law  of  the  laat 
session,  if  we  undertake  to  furnish  these  books, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund.  I  suggest  to  the 
House  that  this  communication  had  much  better 
be  so  referred,  that  the  House  may  be  put  in  pos- 
s«8sion,  through  a  report  of  that  committee,  of  tha 
price  and  terms  on  which  purchasescan  be  made, 
and  be  enabled  to  take  such  action  as  may  b* 
necessary,  and  be  deemed  proper  when  such  re- 
port is  made. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Ther«  is  on*  sub- 
ject which  the  Clerk  refers  to  in  his  communica- 
tion which  I  think  is  not  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Fadlx- 
NEB.]  ItiaaatothenumberorcopiesofHickey's 
Compilation  of  the  Constitution,  and  MDWothe^ 
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books,  which  are  to  be  furniBhed  to  membera  by 
the  Clerk.  Now,  there  never  has  been  nny  extra 
copies  of  "  Mickey's  Constitution,"  or  of  those 
other  books,  furnished  to  members  of  the  House 
for  distribution.  Each  member,  up  to  the  present 
Congress,  has  received  one  copy  of  that  book  to 
make  out  his  set  of  books  ordered  to  be  distributed 
to  him  by  the  House. 

The  joint  resolution  which  passed  last  Congress 
i»  so  worded  that  there  shall  be  furnished  to  tlie 
I  new  members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  the 
;  present  Congress,  such  books  as  were  furnished 
[  to  the  new  members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House 
tpr  the  last  Congress.     Under  that  reading  of  it, 
[she  publisher  of ahal  book  claims  that  he  has  a 
i  right,  as  1  understand,  to  furni.sh  the  same  number 
pf  copies  of  that  Constitution  for  each  new  mem- 
ber of  this  House  that  was  furnished  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  during  last  Congress.     Such, 
t«ir,  1  conceive,  was  not  the  intention  of  the  reso- 
[lution,  nor  was  it  the  understandingof  the  House, 
[it  the  time  it  passed  this  House.     The  object  and 
linleniion  of  the  joint  resolution  which  passed  at 
fthe  present  Congress,  was  to  furnish  to  each  niem- 
Eter  one  copy  of  such  books  as  have  heretofore 
f  }>een  distributed  to  members  for  their  own  use. 
'      Mr.  F.MJLKNER.     That  was  precisely  the 
: object  which  I  had  m  view  when  I  asked  u  refer- 
►  ence  of  that  communicition  to  tjie  Joint  Commit- 
'tee  on  the  Library.     I  concur  entirejy  with  the 
f  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,   [Mr. 
^  Jones,]  and  desire  to  obtain  from  that  joint  com- 
I  miltee  on  explanatory  resolution,  which  will  leave 
no  room  for  controversy,  nor  any  doubt  of  its  cor- 
rect interpretation,  as  contended  I'of  by  that  genlle- 
inan  and  myself. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  hope  the  resolution  and 
communication  will  be  referred  as  proposed;  and 
with  the  furthersuggestion,  that  whatever  thecom- 
[wittee  may  report  back  upon  this  subject,  they 
will  not  report  that  these  books  shall  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

That,  sir,  has  not  been  customary.     1  think,  if 

I  jou  will   look  back  at  every  Congress  since  the 

{Twenty-EigUth,  you  will  find  that  there  has  been 

a  specific  appropriation,  either  in  a  deficiency  or 

general  appropriation  bill,  to  pay  for  these  books. 

]  The  item  for  furnishing  these  books  to  the  new 

members  of  this  Congress  will  alone  amount  to, 

'  1  suppose,  ut  least  <>150,000.     The  Clerk  has  not 

furnished  the  precise  sum;  but  1  suppose  it  will 

I  amount  to  at  least  that.     I  think  it  should  appear 

I  in  a  general  appropriation  bill,  as  a  specific  appro- 

'.  priatton  for  that  purpose.     I  hope,  therefore,  that 

the  provision  contained   in  the  resolution  of  the 

gentleman   from  Virginia,  proposing  to  pay  this 

fimount  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  will  not  be 

adopted. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  the  previous 
question  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  J,hope  my 
colleague  will  withdraw  that  motiqnfo'rn  moment, 
to  allow  me  to  offer  an  amendment.   ►■."     ".*• 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  motion  is  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Priming,  and 
any  amendment  that  may  be  necessary  can  be 
^Inade  there. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  It  was  with  reference 
to  that  motion  that  I  wished  to  offer  an  amend- 
Jnent.  I  wished  to  provide  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on 
Printing  is  a  privileged  committee,  and  has  the 
right  to  report  at  atiy  time,  without  any  special 
order  upon  the  subject.  I  insist  upon  my  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

THE  RIGHTS  OF  NEUTRALS. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Dean's 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  in- 
troduce his  resolutions. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  ask  that  the  resolution* 
may  be  again  read.  '^ 

The  SPEAKER.  They  will  be  again  read, 
unless  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  will  be  put  to 
the  House  whether  they  shall  be  read. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions  ordered. 


The  Clerk  again  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Is  it  in  order  to  say  any- 
thing in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  Debate  is  not  in 
order  upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  question  was  put;  and,  upon  a  division, 
65  rose  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Upon  a  division,  on  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  37  rose  in  the  affirmative,  and  79  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  SPEAKER.    No  quorum  has  voted. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  first  ascer- 
tain whether  a  quorum  is  present.  The  Chair 
counted  the  number  present,  and  found  there  were 
153 — a  quorum. 

Tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  PiiiLLipsand  CAMPstLL  were  appointed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Before  the  Clerk  proceeds  to  call 
the  roll  I  would  state  to  the  House  that  the  reso- 
lutions meet  with  the  unanimous  assent  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  .juestion  was  then  put;  and  on  a  division, 
there  were — yeas  103,  nays  41;  as  follows: 

YB.\3 — Messrs.  A[ipteloii,  Bnnk^,  Hnrksftalc,  Belcher, 
Benittilt,  Bens'iit,  Biss(-ll,  Bncock,  Carpenter,  CajJiie, 
Chaniberlain,  (7hntidlL>r,  Chastain,  Ctiurctiw't*ll,Clingnian, 
Cobh,  (jriok,  CrockRf,  Curtin,  Joliii  O.  Davi^i,  Thoni8« 
Davis,  Dean,  Dent,  Disnpy,  Dunbar.  Dnnhani,  Hdilv,  Fldger- 
Inn,  Rttniaiuis,  Edmundson,  EtUeridgc,  F.irley,  Faulkner, 
Fenum,  Florence,  FulliT,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Grow,  An- 
drew J.  Hnrlaii,  Sampson  VV.  Harris.  Wiley  P.  Harris, 
Hastitips.  Henn,  Hibbard,Hie«ter,  Howe,  Hngheir,  Inger- 
soll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kerr,  Kittredge,  Kuriz,  Lnne,  La- 
tliani,  Lindsley,  Maodonnid,  McDonj>all,  Macy,  Maxwell, 
Middleswartll,  J<ihn  G.  Miller,  Morrison,  Mnrray,  Niehols, 
Mordecai  (»liver,  Fenninpton,  John  Perkins,  Phillips,  Pow- 
ell, Puryenr,  David  Rilrhie,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Rohbins, 
Rnwe,  RufKn,  ^app,  Seward^  Seyniotir,  Shannon,  8haw, 
Shower,  Siinnioiis,  Singleton,  ^kellon,Gerrit  i^niilh,  Sam- 
uel A.  Sinilll,  t?noder,lss,  Frederick  P.  Stanlon,  Richard  II. 
Slnnlon,  Hejilor  L.  riIevens,StniUon,  Andrew  HInarl,  John 
J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Upham,  Vail,  Van- 
sant,  Walbridge,  Israel  Washburn,  John  Wentworlh,  and 
Daniel  B.  Wright— 10:1. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  Ball,  Doyce,  Bridges, 
Bucg,  Campbell,  Chrisniftn,  Corwin,  Cox,  Cullom,  Ever- 
hart,  Goode,  Hainillon,  Aaron  Harlan,  Harrison,  Haven, 
Hum, George  W.  Jones,  Knox,  Letcher,  McMullin,  Mace, 
Maueson,  Meacham,  Norton,  Olds,  Parker,  Peck,  Peck- 
ham,  Pratt,  rfngc,  VVilliam  R.  Smith,  (George  W.  Smyth, 
Nalhnnicl  G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tweed,  Wade,  Walker, 
Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Wells,  and  Zollicotfer — 41. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

Mr.  DEAN.  The  resolutions  are  now  before 
the  House,  1  believe. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  regularly  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
House  by  advocating  the  passage  of  these  resolu- 
tions, but  I  desire  to  state  what  they  contain. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE, «tlllinois.«rf  desire  to 
inquire  if  th«  rcsolutitfns  are  before  tne  House.' 

The  SPESfKER.  The  resolutions  are  before 
the  body. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  If  debate  arises  upon 
them,  will  Ihey  not  go  over  under  the  rules.' 

Mr.  DEAN.     The  rules  have  been  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rules  have  been  sus- 
pended; and,  among  them,  the  rule  requiring  the 
resolutions  to  go  over  if  debate  arises. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  supposed  the  rules 
were  suspended  only  to  admit  the  resolutions. 

•The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman refers  applies,  only  tfl  resolutions  intro- 
duced upon  a  Sail  of  the  Stales.  These  resolutions 
are  regularly  before  the  body,  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  is  properly  on  the  floor. 

Mr.WASHBURNE.  And  are  open  to  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.    They  are. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  was  saying,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  interrupted  me,  that  I  did  not 
desire  to  debate  these  resolutions  at  this  time,  but 
to  state  only  to  the  House  what  they  contain,  and 
the  principles  they  are  intended  to  enunciate. 

The  first  resolution  isa  plain  and  distinct  state- 
ment of  our  duty  to  maintain  neutrality  in  the  war 
between  the  different  P(*ver8  of  Europe.  It  then 
reasserts  the  doctrine  that  has  been  so  often  as- 
serted by  the  people  and  Executive  Department  of 
this  Government,  but  which  the  judiciary  of  the 
country  has  failed  to  sustain;  for  Chancellor 
Kent  says  that  international  law,  as  understood 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  establishes  a  con- 


trary rule.  The  Executive  branch  of  our  Gov- 
ernment from  its  foundation,  beginning  with  the 
Congress  of  theConfederation,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present,  has  constantly ,  in  its  action  and  its 
diplomacy,  endeavored  to  fslabliiih  the  rule  that 
free  ships  make  free  goods,  and  the  additional 
proposition  that  the  goods  of  neutrals  on  board  the 
3hips  of  belligerents  are  also  free  from  seizure  or 
confiscation.     This  the  first  resolution  contains. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  at  the  present 
crisis,  when  all  Europe  seems  aoout  engaging  in  a 
destructive  war,  cannot  be  expressed  or  scarcely 
estimated.  The  subject  has  been  very  recently 
discussed  in  the  British  Parliament.  The  Minis- 
try have  been  called  upon  to  slate  what  they  in- 
tend to  do  in  reference  to  it.  They  have  evaded 
meeting  and  disposingof  the  question,  and  avoided 
answering  definitely  what  would  be  the  action  of 
that  Government. 

The  second  resolution  calls  for  the  correspond- 
ence between  our  Government  and  the  Govern- 
ments of  any  foreign  Power  upon  this  subject;  and 
I  may  be  permitted  to  stale  here,  what  I  think 
will  prove  to  be  correct,  that  our  Government  has 
been  for  the  last  nine  months  engaged  in  endeavor- 
ing to  get  this  principle  established  and  admitted 
as  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  our  representative 
near  the  Court  of  St.  James,  in  particular,  has 
ably  and,  I  believe,  successfully  accomplished  it, 
so  far  as  its  recognition  depends  upon  that  Gov- 
ernment. And  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  if 
Great  Britqin,  which  is  the  Power  that  has  at  all 
times  prevented  its  being  established,  will  unite 
with  us  in  saying  that  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  law 
of  nations — not  by  a  treaty,  but  by  a  proclama- 
tion, and  by  action  during  this  war — it  will  here- 
after be  placed  upon  the  firm  basis  of  precedent  ai 
well  as  of  natural  right  and  justice. 

I  am  informed  that  from  the  fact  of  its  being 
unknown  to  the  mercantile  community  what  our 
Government  intends  to  do,  and  what  will  he  the 
action  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  insur- 
ances in  all  our  large  ports  have  increased,  and 
that  much  anxiety  is  felt  in  reference  to  it.  It  is 
due  to  our  merchants  at  this  time  to  let  them  know 
what  the  action  of  the  Government  has  been,  and 
what  Congress  intends  to  do — whether  it  is  our 
I  determination  to  carry  out  this  doctrine  at  all  haz- 
ards, or  whether  our  merchant  vessels  must  pro- 
tect themselves,  in  the  event  of  the  war  which 
seems  threatening  and  inevitable. 

I  have  no  particular  choice  as  to  the  language  to 
be  used,  but  1  think  that  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government  and  Congress  ought  now  lo  take 
its  stand  and  say  to  the  world,  that  this  is  our 
principle,  that  we  will  not  be  driven  from  it,  that 
we  will  legislate  to  assert  it,  that  we  will  negotiate 
to  secure  it,  and  if  need  be  that  we  will  fight  to 
maintain  it.  If  we  cjin  establi.xh  this  doctrine,  it 
will  b»  one  of  the  proudest  days  in  the  annals  of 
American  history,  for  it  is  emphatically  our  doc- 
trine—one that  we  have  contended  for  from  the 
days  of  the  Revolution  to  the  present  time.  I  do 
not  desire  to  move  the  previous  que-slion. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  It  strikes  me  that  this  is  an 
exceedingly  important  proposition,  one  that  un- 
dertakes to  define  the  position  that  this  Govern- 
ment will  occiipy  in  regard  to  the  war  which  is 
impending  in  Europe.  That  ought  to  be  done  with 
due  deliberation,  and  after  mature  consideration. 

Positions  roahly  taken  are  easily  abandoned. 
To  give  them  weight  and  authority,  these  resolu- 
tions ought  to  have  about  them  all  the  sanctions 
of  matured  action  upon  the  part  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  They  are  designed,  as  the 
gentleman  has  said,  to  make  known  to  our  mer- 
chants what  they  may  rely  on.  They  are  intended 
also  to  produce  effect  upon  the  action  of  other 
countries.  Will  that  result  be  produced  by  reso- 
lutions introduced  here  in  the  morning  hour,  and 
hurried  through,  without  consideration?  Ought 
they  not  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  there  discussed,  examined,  and  care- 
I,  fully  guarded  in  their  wording?  If  they  take  un- 
"  tenable  positions — which  I  by  no  means  mean, 
upon  the  slight  consideration  which  I  have  given 
them,  to  intimate,  or  if  they  are  not  strong 
enough — that  committee  ought  to  have  the  oppor- 
tiinity  to  modify  them,  or  make  them  stronger, 
and  if  they  are  incautiously  worded,  that  com- 
niitlee  ought  to  have  nn  opportunity  lo  change  the 
phraseology.  Whatever  is  done  ought  to  be  done 
with  care  and  deliberation. 

I  desire  to  makeanother  suggestion  before  I  tak* 
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my  Beat.  Thrae  resoltttioQ*  are  aubroiucd  to  be 
,aeted  upon  by  this  House  alone.  They  are  not 
joint  resolutions.  If  this  Government  intends  to 
do  anything  effective  and  operative;  anything  to 
commit  the  country  to  a  particular  line  of  policy 
touching  our  foreign  relations,  it  should  be  done* 
by  the  Government  itself,  and  not  by  the  House 
of  Represenlalives  alone.  It  must  be  by  joint 
resolution,  requiring  the  action  of  the  tvo  Houses 
of  the  Coqgressof  the  Usited  States,  approved  by 
the  President. 

These  resolutions,  I  say,  are  mere  reaolutiona 
submitted  to  be  considered  by  this  body  alone;  and 
therefore,  if  passed,  they  will  hare  oo  effect,  as 
the  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sta%B. 
They  will  amount  to  f  mere  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  that 
iuuitily  given.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  move 
to  refer  the  resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs.  • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  the  pyvions  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  am  willing  that  the  resolution 
calling  upon  the  President  for  information,  may 
be  possea. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolutions  cannot  be 
•eparated  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.- CAMPBELL.  The  committee  can  call 
upon  the  President  for  information. 

-The  previous  question  was  seconded,  aad  the 
main  question  ordered  to  bs  put.  J 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bococx't 
motion;  an4  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  DENT.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  allow  me  to  present  a  resolution. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
aess.is  the  call  upon  the  States  for  resolutions. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Is  not  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Dent]  entitled  to  the  floor  on 
bis'  motion  to  suspend  the  rules? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia has  a  right  to  the  floor,  and  asks  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion which  will  now  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WELLS.    I  object. 

Mr.  DENT.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  allow 
the  resolution  to  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rssolution  will  be  read 
for  information. 

The  reaohition  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

H—ohMd,  That  the  Coaimluee  of  tbe  Whole  Baass  be 
dlMbarxed  ttom  the  flinher  comiderstion  of  Houk  bill  No. 
3DI,  SDO  that  the  ttaie  be  now  considered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    What  bill  is  it? 

Mr.  DENT.    I  will  explain  its  features. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Let  the  Clerk  read  the, 
Utle. 

The  bill  was  read  by  its  title,  aa  follows: 

A  bill  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  certain  cases. 

Several  Mshbkbi.    Read  the  bill. 

The  bill  of  the  House,JNo.  301,  was  thereupon 
read  in  txteiuo. 

It  provides  that  whenever  any  agent  for  paying 
invalid  pensions  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that 
tbe  disability  which  caused  any  person  to  be  placed 
on  the  pension  roll  istotally  or  partially  removed, 
-  it  shall  be  the  duty  oT  said  agent  to  suspend  all 
further  payment  to  such  pensioner  until  such  pen- 
aioner.snall  produce  the affidavitof  two  physicians 
or  surgeons,  whose  respectability  shall  oe  certified 
to  by  the  officer  before  whom  they  may  be  quali- 
fied, stating  from  personal  exammation  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  disabilitv  (describing  it)  for  which 
the  pension  was  originally  granted,  tmd  the  rate 
of  such  disability  at  the  timeof  making  such  affi- 
davit; and  if  in  said  affidavit  the  disability  shall 
be  staled  at  a  rate  below  that  for  which  the  penr 
aion  was  originally  granted,  the  pensioner  shall 
only  be  paid  at  the  rate  stated  in  said  affidavit. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  motion  to 
(uspepd  the  rules,  and  was  disagreed  to. 

TheSPElAKER.  Resolutions  are  now  in  order 
from  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move,  Mr.  8|iteaker,  that 
the  rules  be  Buspend«d,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
•f  the  Union. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  t  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  motion,  to 


enable  me  to  introduce  a  bill  of  which  previous 
notice  has  been  given.  It  is  a  bill  to  aid  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Minnesota  and  the  State  of  Indiana  in 
constructing  a  railroad  for  military,  postal,  and 
other  purpoaes.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  con- 
struct certain  'links  in  the  chain,  so  as  to  secure  a 
continuous  line  of  railroad  from  some  point  on 
Lake.  Superior  to  the  Fiffls  of  the  Ohio,  and  from 
thence,  following  the  valley  of  the  said  river,  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

I  am  about  leaving  town,  and  therefore  it  is  that 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  withdraw  his 
motion  to  go  into  committee,  so  as  to  allow  me 
to  introduce  this  bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  And  I  am  going  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  like 
purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  ivithdrawn  ? 

Mr.  C  /IMPBELL.  I  would  prefer,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, not  to  withdraw  my  motion  just  now.  I 
would  like  to'  oblige  both  the  gentlemen,  but  I  can- 
nolproperly  do  so  now. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
go  into  Ct>c  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Campsell  were  appointed  such 
tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  93,  noes  31. 

The  House  fecordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  FoLLEa  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  (No.  4S)  "making  apprO' 
priations  for  the  civil  and  dmlomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1955." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Micdokalo] 
was  upon  the  floor,  and  is  now  entitled  to  the 
same. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  MACDONALD,  in  rising;  to  speak  on  the 
subject  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  said  his  record  was 
made  up  as  voting  against  the  reference  of  the 
Senate  measure  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  stood  in  this  po- 
sition with  only  three  others  comine  from  east  of 
the  Hudson  river,  on  this  issue.  The  Legislature 
of  Maine  did  not  propose  to  instruct  him  to  vote 
against  the  bill,  but  put  forth  a  modest  request 
,to  that  effect.  But  he  did  not  intend  to  carry  out 
their  wishes,  that  body  not  properly  representing 
public  sentiment  in  that  State.  He  pronounced 
the  request  as  arrogant  and  impudent. 

In  his  opinion,  the  allusion  frequently  made 
that  a  natural  hostility  exists  between  the  North 
and  the  South — a  natural  dislike  and  jealousy — 
was  pcrfec^  groundless.  Why  should  there  be 
iUty  bllween  thflR- 


hostility 


'  sett^ohs  ?    T^bt  memory 


of  the  past,  the  happiness  of  the  piWnt^aM  jhe. 
hopes  of  the  future,  should  not  create  mstility, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  largest  and  most  intense 
fraternal  concord  and  agreement. 

He  regarded  the  election  of  Franklin  Pierce  as 
conclusive  of  the  question  that  the  old  era  of 
good  feeling  is  to  be  reestablished  between  the 
North  and  tbe  South,  when  a  feeling  similar  to 
that  which  animated  our  revolutionary  sires  is 
again  to  prevail. 

Tbe  natural  opponents  of  this  bill  are  the  -Ab- 
olitionials  of  tlie  country,  u/ider  th'e  lead  of  the 
New  Vork  Tribune,  a  papet  tainted  with  heresies 
and  isms  of  every  kind.  The  main  editor  of  that 
paper  does  not  believe  in  a  future  state  of  re- 
wards and  punishments.  The  tendency  of  their 
principles  is  that  the  people  are  not  to  be  trusted, 
nor  permitted  to  govern  themselves,  bufmust  be 
governed.  He  commented  at  large  on  the  char- 
acter of  Abolitionists. ' 

Tbe  bill  commended  itself  to  his  support  be- 
cause it  asserted  the  right  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves,  it  was  in°1850  that  this  Government 
inaugurated  a  new  territorial  policy,  by  allowing 
Utah  and  New  Mexico  tagovem  themselves;  and 
the  bill  now  pending  was  intended  to  carry  out 
that  republican  and  wholesome  principle. 

S'be  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
r.  FAULKNER,  after  having  expressed  his 
acquiescence  in  the  compromise  measures  of  1850, 
Wtid,  that  among  all  true  men,  whether  from  the 


North  or  from  the  SoiAh,  there  ought  to  be  np 
diversity  of  opinion  upon  a  question  like  that  in- 
volved in  the  Nebraska  bill.  The  public  mind  of 
the  North  had  been  .shainefully  abused  by  a  per- 
version of  the  true  issue  involved  inthisqueition; 
for  it  was  not  a  question  of  slavery  or  no  slavery 
in  regard  to  the  organization  of  these  proposed 
Territories. 

The  Missouri  compromise,  he  maintained,  waa 
the  first  occasion  upon  which  Congress  assume^ 
to  exeroise  an  act  of  original  jurisdiction,  the 
power  of  controlling  the  expansion  of  slavery 
within  the  tecritory  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
prescribing  a  limit  beyond  which  the  planter  of 
the  South  should  not  emigrate  with  his  property, 
recognized  as  such  by  the  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try. From  the  adoption  of  that  compromise  up 
to  the  present  hour,  the  people  of  the  South — or 
perhsM  he  might,  with  more  propriety,  confine 
himself  to  his  own  Slate — the  people  of  Virginia 
had  never  ceased  to  regard  it  as  an  exercise  of  le* 
gislative  authority  not  warranted  by  the  language  - 
or  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

He  then  reviewed  the  provisions  of  the  Nebras- 
ka-Kansas bill  of  the  Senate,  and  replied  to  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  urged  against  it  by  south- 
ern members,  contending  that  the  Badger  proviso 
neither  prohibited  nor  permitted  slavery  within 
these  Territories,  but  left  the  entire  subjsct  to  the 
people  themselves. 

[The  speech  will  be  fiiund  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  CULLOM  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  laskmycol-' 
league  to  yidd  me  the  floor  for  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  CULLOM  yielded  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  STANTON.    1  submit  the  motion. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union  generally 
under  consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill  of 
the  House  (No.  48)  makiiig  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  tne  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  endine  the  SOthof  June,  1855, 
and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  thattbe House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  enable  nM 
to  introduce  a  bill  merely  for  tbe  purpose  of  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  CAMPBfiLL.    f  withdraw  the motioll. 

Mr.  LANE  then,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  "  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
and  the  State  of  Indiana  to  construct  a  railroad 
for  military,  postal,  and  other  purposes;"  which 
was  repd  a  first  and  second  lime  by  its  title,  aiid 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  ask  the  unanimous  - 
consent  of .'tb«.  House  to  present  a  memorial  from 
the  X*C"t?^l  pegialaturebf  Oregon,  asking  Con- 
gress lo  pisfes's  law  to  enable  the  people  of  tb^ 
Territory  to  fc/rm  a  constitution  ana  State  govem- 
ment  preparatory  to  its  admission  into  the  Union 
on  in  equal  footing  with  the  Original  St&tes. 

There  was  no  objeciioo;  and  the  memorial  w|is 
received,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  I  move  that  the  Home  dp 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  mddon  agreed 
to;  and  thereupon. 

At  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
ToESPAT,  ^prU  11, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrm. 

TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  two  petitions  of  in- 
habitants of  Gadsden  county,  Florida,  prayinj^ 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Tallahassee 
to  Ridleysville;  which  were  referred  to  the'Com- 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Charles  Vinson,  praying  compensation  for  extra 
serviesB  aa  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Aud- 
itor; which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Claims. 
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REPORTS  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Fensiuna,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Rebecca  Bright,  praying  a  pension,  eulimitted  an 
adverse  report  ihereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Morris  Powers,  pray- 
ing a  pension  on  account  of  disability  incurred 
during  the  Mexican  war,  submitted  an  adverse 
report  ihereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 
Mr.  RUSK  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  auk 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation  of  the  mails  of  the  United  States  on 
railroads. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  MASON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  au- 
.  thorize  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
to  extend  their  railroad  to  a  point  on  the  Potomac 
river,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Washington;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

ENROLLED  BILLS   SIGNED. 

A  message  was  receiveil  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  McKeav,  Chief  Clerk, 
:  announcing  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  fol- 
lowing enrolled  bills; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Emelie  Hooe,  widow  of 
Captain  Hooe; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Johnson,  of  the 
town  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  Slate  of  Vermont; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  StatTord; 

Bill  to  provide  a  pension  for  Silas  Champion, 
of  Genesee  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  John  E.  Bispham; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Hudson; 

Bill  for  the  reliefof  James  F.  Green,  of  Penn- 
■ylvania; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Madison  Partnn; 

Bill  to  establish  additional  land  districts  in  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota;  and 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Alton  Nelson. 

The  above  named  bills  were  severally  signed  by 
the  President  pro  lempore. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

0<i  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

Orrfererf,  That  tho  rnllowiiiii  ineinorial.-,  Stc,  be  with- 
drawn from  the  fileB  of  (he  Senate,  and  referred  l»»  the  sev- 
erat  t*ninmittp<.«  a«  annexed  : 

Memorial  of  John  Tucker — Comniiltce  on  Claims. 

Petition  nf  Daniel  Oriiftct  and  others — Committee  on  In- 
dian Atfaiifi. 

Pcliiion  ofCharles  6.  Merchant— Committee  on  Military 
AITair?. 

Memorial  of  ciliKena  of  Appalachieota — Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Pelilion  of  the  heirs  of  John  S.  Itndd— Cttnuuitlec  on 
Revolnltonary  Claims. 

Pelilion  of  George  Jennings — Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Petition  of  the  heirs  of  Christopher  Hillary — Commitlee 
on  Revolutionary  Claim;*.  • 

Pelilion  of  Sarah  Klinn— Committee  on  Claims. 

Memorial  of  John  P  Siiiilh,  nilnilnistrator  of  Joshua  B. 
Bmiih — (;ominiltee  on  ChiinM. 

Pelilion  of  VVillloin  II.  Davis— Commillee  on  Claims. 

Pelilion  of  cilizenH  of  Marion  and  \assou  counties,  Flor- 
ida— ('ommiuee  on  Public  Lands. 

Pelilitm  of  David  Oubnrn — Commiltec  on  Claims. 

Petition  of  Ellen  H.  Wood,  heir  of  jRuie.H  Hall — Coni- 
raitlee  on  Kevnlulionnrv  t'laiins. 

Pelilion  of  James  P.  Liahtburne — Commillee  on  Claims. 

Pelilion  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Emanuel  Munden, 
deceased — Commillee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Pelilion  of  K.  D.  Bailie,  adminislrator  of  Isaac  L.  Batlle, 
deceased — Conimiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Memorial  of  Itie  heirs  of  Darius  Garrason — Commillee  on 
Claims. 

Documents  relating  to  tonnage  duties  on  Spanish  ves- 
sels—t7r>mmillee  on  t^lommerce. 

Memorials  in  favor  of  increasing  ihe  salary  of  ihc  United 
Stales  ilisliict  Judge  at  Key  West,  Florida— Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 
Orierri,  That  the  pelilion  of  Sally  Bass,  daughter  of 
Chi^rles  Pasteur,  deceased,  be  withdrawn  from  ihe  tiles  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  C(unuiillee  on  Revululiotiary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 
Or/tereit,  That  the  documents  In  relniion  to  the  claim  of 
the  Menomoiiee  Indians  be  withdrawn  fr«)m  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  Uie  Coiumillee  on  Indian  AlTairs. 

J.  w.  Kelly's  mail  contract. 
Mr.  MORTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 


tion; which   was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Rtsotved^  That  the  Postmaster  General  he  requested  to 
inform  ihe  Semite  whether  a  conlraet  entered  Inio  by  Ihe 
Post  Uffice  Deliarlment  with  J.  W.  Kelly  In  1852,  liir  Ihe 
transporiulion  of  ihe  mail  in  sleaiuers  from  Hiiinbridi;e, 
Georgia,  to  Appahichicoln,  Florida,  has  been  annulled ;  and 
if  BO  when,  and  for  what  rcasuns. 

ISAAC  P.  SIMONTON. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  on  thelast  pri- 
vate bill  day,  1  asked  to  have  the  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  P. 
Simonton  laid  on  the  table,  with  a  view  of  offer- 
ing an  amendment  to  it  so  as  to  include  another 
case.  1  have  been  applied  to  very  strongly  by 
thoseinteresled, to  waive  that  request, and  I  should 
like  to  have  the  Senate  now  lake  up  the  bill  and 
pass  it  without  any  amendment. 

The  motion  wos  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  appropriate  $800  to  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Isaac  P.  Simonton,  on  due  and 
satisfactory  proof  being  fiifnished  that  his  claim 
for  that  sum,  in  schedule  B,  annexed  to  the  treaty 
with  th,e  Saganaw  band  of  Chippewa  Indians,  of 
the  I4ih  of  .Tanuary ,  1837,  has  regularly  and  legally 
descended  to  them. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINEtS. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
be  agreed  to.  I  had  very  humbly  suggested  to 
the  Senate,  two  or  three  claya  ago,  that  I  should 
be  ver^  much  obliged  to  them  if  they  would  take 
up,  in  the  morning  hour,  a  bill  which  I  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MASON.  If  it  involves  debate  1  must 
object  to  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will 
involve  debate  or  not.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  it 
up.  I  cannot  remain  here  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending to  it.  I  believe  I  am  as  seldom  out  of  my 
place  as  any  other  member  of  the  Senate.  I^nm 
scarcely  ever  absent  from  the  city  of  Washington 
during  the  sessions  of  the  Senate,  anti  I  had 
thought  that  this  little  favor  would  be  accorded  to 
me. 

Mr.  MASON.  If  the  Senator  desires  to  be 
heard  on  his  bill,  I  will  cheerfully  yield  my  motion; 
but  if  he  wishes  to  have  a  debate  on  the  bill,  I  must 
adhere  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  have  the  bill  taken 
up  and  passed.    1  donotwi.ih  to  be  heard  upon  it. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  presume  there  can  be  no 
serious  opposition  to  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina.  It  is  a  very  important  measure. 
The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  is  very  anxious 
upon  the  subject,  and  so  are  many  other  Senators. 
I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  will 
not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  MASON.     What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  is  one  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  railroad  iron.  It 
has  been  unanimously  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  If  it  leads  to  a  lengthy  debate, 
of  course  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  will 
not  press  it  this  morning. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  be  glad  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  would  give  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  upon 
that  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  want  to  be  heard 
upon  it;  but  I  wish  to  have  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  Senator  thinks  he  can 
have  it  passed  this  morning,  I  can  assure  him 
that,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  very  little  prospect 
of  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.     Let  us  try. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  ask  that  the  question  be  put 
on  my  motion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
inotion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  the  question  must  be  first  put  upon  that,  for 
it  is  the  first  motion  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Before  that  question  is  put, 
I  wish  to  say,  that  while  I  have  no  disposition  to 
embarrass  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina, I  think  it  is  a  bill  upon  which  the  State  of 


Pennsylvania  ought  to  be  heard,  and  I  observe 
that  no  members  from  that  Slate  are  here.  I  shall, 
for  that,  if  for  no  other  reason,  vote  against  acting 
upon  that  bill  at  this  time. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  When  that  bill  is  taken  up, 
I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  it  in  the  shape 
of  a  substitute,  and  if  we  are  to  postpone  it,  I 
wish  to  have  that  proposiiion  presented  to  the 
Senate  forconsideraiion.  My  impression  ia  that 
it  is  so  simple  a  questiorf  that  the  Senate  will  t>e 
ready  to  act  upon  it  at  any  time,  but  I  desire  to 
present  a  substitute  for  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  B A DGER.  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  press 
ail^  objection  to  this  motion.  I  have  never,  since 
I  have  been  in  the  Senate,  refused  to  ony  gentle- 
man to  give  way  for  the  purpose  of  transacting 
any  business.  I  gave  notice  to  the  Senate  last 
week  that  1  shotild  be  obliged  to  leave  the  city 
early  this  week,  and  that  l*should  throw  myself 
upon  their^indulgence  to  lake  up  this  bill  on  Mon- 
day. "  I  gave  way  yesterday  in  the  application 
which  I  intended  to  make,  for  the  purpose  of 
obliging  the  Senator  from  California,  being  ol  ways 
willing  to  postpone  rhy  own  personal  convenience 
to  the  convenience  of  any  and  every  member  of 
this  body.  I  thought  yesterday  that  the  privilege 
of  having  this  bill  token  up  would  be  accorded  to 
me  to-day  withoutditficulty;  butafavorreluclantly 
conceded  is  not  a  favor.  1  therefore  withdraw  all 
objection,  and  will  give  up  the  expectation  of 
having  the  bill  taken  up. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  that  we  make  the  effort  during 
the  morning  hour  to  see  whether  this  bill  can  be 
disposed  of;  and,  if  it  leads  to  disctission,  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  will  not  press  it  to- 
day. 1  merely  suggest  that  we  had  better  take  it 
up  during  the  morning  hour,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  if  it  is  not  disposed  of  during  that  hour  it 
shaH  then  be  postponed,  and  we  shall  go  into 
Executive  session.  I  hope  this  course  will  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  MASON.  Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  have  felt,  doubtless,  in  com- 
mon with  other  Senators,  under  obligations  to  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  for  the  uniform 
example  of  courtesy  which  he  has  set  us,  and  I 
certainly  should  be  the  last  Senator  to  avoid  the 
benefit  of  the  example.  I  have  done  all  that  I 
could;  I  have  said  to  that  Senator  that  if  he  de- 
sired to  be  heard  upon  his  bill  I  would,  with  great 
pleasure,  yield  my  motion;  but  if  he  desires  to 
take  up  the  bill,  which,  as  we  have  been  informed, 
will  lead  to  debate,  and  probably  a  protracted 
debate,  I  am  not  at  liberty,  because  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  public  business,  to  yield  my  motion.  I 
ask,  therefore,  that  we  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  MASON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  17,  nays  i23;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Butler, Cn-ss,  Clay,  Clay, 
ton.  Dodge  of  Wisconfin,  Hodtre  of  Iowa.  Johnson.  Masoiii 
Praii,  Husk,  Sebasiian,  Seward,  Slidell.Toucey,  and  WH-  * 
lianis — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Bright, 
Brown,  Cha^^e,  Douglas,  Evans,  Everett,  t'essenden,  Fishw 
FiKil,  Geyer,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Petlll,  Shields,  tStuartg- 
Sumner,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Weller — 23.  ' 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
RAILROAD  IRON. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  allowing  a  credit, 
for  a  limiled  period,  for  duties  on  railroad  iron 
imported  into  the  United  States,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  with  nn  amendment. 

The  OFiginal  bill  provides  that  a  credit  of  five 
years  shall  be  allowed  on  all  unpaid  bonds  here- 
tofore given  for  duties  on  railroad  iron  imported 
inti>  ihe  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
and  on  all  bonds  hereafter  given  for  duties  on  rail- 
road iron  which  shall  be  imported  into  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories,  within  the  period  of  two 
years  from  the  passing  of  this  act;  if  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  that  the  railroad  iron  has 
been  imported  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  down 
on  roads  within  the  United  States  or  the  Territo- 
ries thereof. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  the  bill 
back  with  an  nmendmeni,  in  the  form  of  a  substi- 
tuie,  to  strikeout  nil  after  the  enacting  clause, and 
insert  the  following: 

That  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee  of  any  railroad 
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ltoD,1mponeil  wiibin  die  period  at  two  yean  rrnm  and 
wfter  Uie  pjusajin  of  Uiid  act,  may  declare,  under  oath-,  on 
tlie  entry  tberenf,  that  the  wtid  Iron  is  exclusively  designed 
and  intended  to  be  uAed  in  the  conatruction  or  repairs  uf  a 
road  or  roadu  within  the  United^ States,  or  the  Territories 
llierenf,  and  the  said  iron  shall  be  entered  for  warehousiAir, 
and  may  be  withdrawn,  In  any  tiaantity  not  less  than  ona 
Inn,  on  due  entry  for  that  purpose  to  be  used  as  nfure^aid, 
at  any  time  within  Ave  years  fWim  the  dale  of  Importation, 
or  payment  for  such  charge  for  storage  as  may  have  accrued 
■hereon:  Protiitd,  That  the  owner.  Importer,  or  cnn- 
aignee,  shall,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  Ihe  saiinfaclion 
or  the  collector  of  the  cnttinms  at  the  port  of  entry,  be- 
come huunri  to  the  United  States  in  double  the  amount  of 
tile  duties  thereon  to  pay  the  legal  duties  and  chargea  on 
Mid  iron,  with  iiherest  theraapon  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum  until  paid,  on  or  belbre  the  expiratioii  of 
five  years,  from  and  afier  the  date  of  importation,  nnd^^ 
furnish  within  that  period  proof,  to  the  satisHtclion  ol^^H 
Becmary  of  ib«  Treasury,  that  the  iron  so  bonded  aim 
withdrawn  has  been  actually  uned  in  the  cooitructionor  re- 
pairs of  a  mad  or  roads,  as  aforesaid ;  andif  such  Hatisfac- 
tory  proof  »liall  not  be  so  furnished  within  the  period  afore- 
said, the  wliole  penal  sum  named  in  said  bond  shall  be  for- 
feited and  paid  to  the  United  8late»!  ^nd  pnaUrJ  fmrlMer, 
That  if  ihe  iron  bonded  and  withdrawn  from  warehouse  as 
•fnrenid,  shall,  H  any  tiuw  within  the  said  period  of  five 
years,  be  used  for  aiiy  other  purpose  than  the  construction 
of  a  mad  or  mad«  wiibin  the  United  Stales,  or  the  Territo- 
ries thereof,  the  whole  penkliy  of  the  bond  shall  be  at  once 
forfeited  to  ihe  United  Siaiea,  which  (brfeiture  nuy  b«  en- 
forced by  due  process  of  law  in  any  court  of  competent 
jurirdirrion. 

8to.  9.  Jlnd  heU  fafUtt  tKtltd,  Thai  Ihe  owner,  Im- 
porter, or  consignee  of  any  ivllroad  iron  now  in  warehouse 
undrr  bond  may,  at  any  time  within  the  period  allowed  by 
existing  provisions  of  law  Itirsuch  iron  to  remain  in  ware- 
iMMiso,  file  with  Ihe  collector  of  the  customs  having  the 
charge  and  cttstfldy  of  the  iron,  the  declaration,  and  execute 
ttie  bond  preacribed  in  tbe  first  aecHon  of  this  act,  wheie- 
npoii  the  bond  given  on  the  original  entry  shall  be  canceled, 
and  the  said  owner,  importer,  or  consignee,  shall  become 
entitled  to  all  the  ptlvilegesand  be  subject  to  all  the  require 
menls,  conditions,  and  penalties  specified  In  this  act :  Pro- 
vided.  That  where  a  railroad  is  wholly  owned  by  a  State, 
DO  other  security  shall  be  rrijuired  than  a  bond  binding  the 
property  In  said  mnd  for  Ihe  payment  of  the  duties  a^  herein 
prescribed ;  and  in  lUI  casea  those  representing  Ihe  railroad 
may  elect  to  give  dlher  Ihe  penmnal  security  above  men- 
tioned, or  a  lien  upon  ilie  railroad  and  iu  property  at  liieir 
pleasure. 

axe.  3.  ^<ul>c<(/l(rMerenal^<<4,  That  before  the  ow»er. 
Importer,  or  eoosignee  of  sncb  milrond  iron  shall  be  entitled 
to  Hie  benefit  of  thia  ael,  the  president  and  direeiors  of  the 
road  or  roads,  for  which  Uie  benefits  of  this  act  ar«  etalnied, 
ahajl  enter  into  an  agreement  to  transport  the  mails  of  the 
United  States,  npou  the  terroa  and  conditions  now  pre- 
•eribed  byJaw. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  moye  to  strike  out  all  that 
portion  efthe  bill  which  forfeit*  double  the  amount 
of  tVe  ilutjr.  It  will  be  perfectljr  useleas  to  iqake 
•Qch  B  provision,  if  any  unfnrseen  event  shonid 
occur,  and  the  company  could  not  pay  the  amount 
to  recover  double  the  amount  as  is  proposed  by 
the  bill.  In  such  a  ease  it  seems  to  me  that  Con- 
gress would  release  it.  I  think  the  provision  for 
the  payment  of  the  debt  and  interest  isamply  suf- 
ficient. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  that  I  havean  amendmeht  which 
I  design  to  olTer  to  the  substitute  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  which,  if  it  meets  with  his  arorobaiion, 
will  dispense  with  the  necessity  for  hia  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Then  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  substitute  that  I  offer 
is  to  this  effect:  instead  of  giving  a  credit  on  rail- 
fpad  iron  for  a  limited  time,  we  suspend  the  duty 
on  railroad  iron  until  the  1st  of  July,  1857;  be- 
cause if  you  give  a  credit  I  am  not  certain  that 
you  rentier  any  substantial  assitlance  to  the  rail- 
road interest  under  the  bill.  You  will  have  an 
uncertain  debt  suspended  over  the  company  in, 
perhaps,  the  expectation  that  Congress  may  remit 
t\fe  penalties  and  duties  when  they  become  due, 
without  any  certainty  of  such  remission.  You  tell 
the  railroad  companies,  therefore,  to  be  ready  to 
meet  a  debt  when  they  hope  not  to  be  required  to 
meet  it;  and  (  am  afraid  you  neither  benefit  the 
Treasury  nor  the  railroad  interest  of  the  country 
by  a  proposition  of  that  Kind.  We  have  now  a 
surplus  of  monev  in  the  Treasury.  We  have  a 
larger  revenue  than  we  desire.  It  is  our  duty, 
if  we  intend  properly  to  reduce  the  revenue  within 
the  necessary  oeraands  of  the  Government,  to 
adopt  some  such  measure  as  this.  Between  this 
and  1857 1  do  not  think  we  shall  need  the  revenue 
ariaine  firoiu  importation  of  railroad  iron .  I .  know 
of  no  Item  upon  which  you  can  take  off  the  reve- 
nue with  greater  facilities  and  advantages  to  the 
great  material  interests  of  the  country  than  upon 
this  item.    For  that  reason  I  propose,  instead  of 

fiving  a  credit  of  five  years,  that  we  auspend  the 
nties  until  the  first  day  of  July,    1857.    Then, 
when  the  period  expires,  the  duty  is  again  to  be 


levied  as  it  now  exists  without  any  other  legisla- 
tion, unless  Congress  in  the  mean  time  determine 
to  extend  or  change  it.  The  substitute  which  I 
offer  provides  for  this  and  for  nothing  else.  It  is 
to  strike  otit  of  tlif  substitute  reported  from  the 
committee,  all  after  the  word  "that,"  and  insert 
the  following: 

Where  it  shall  be  satisfnelorily  proved  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  any  railroad  iioa  inporwd  ainoe  the 
first  day  of  July,  1833,  and  prior  to  tlie  passage  of  thia  a<u, 
for  the  purpoee  of  being  applied  to  the  ^onsiructiou  or  .re- 
pair of  any  railroad,  has  been  actually  laid  down  on  Any 
railroad,  he  shall  allow  a  drawlnck  ol'  Ihe  doties  on  such 
railroad  ironi  so  laid  down,  or  if  the  duties  shall  have  been 
actually  paid,  he  shall  refund  the  some  to  the  -ctHopany  or 
pariy  thus  laying  down  said  iron. 

Sec.  3.  -And  be  it  further  enacted,  That'so  much  of  %ny 
law  now  in  force,  as  imposes  a  duty  on  imported  railroad 
iron,  be  suspended  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
until  the  IM  duy  of  July,  1857;  and  no  duties  or  revenue 
shall  be  collected  on  mitroad  iron  from  foreign  couniries 
prior  to  the  caid  1st  day  of  July,  1857:  Proridsd,  hawever, 
That  at  the  lime  of  such  importation,  the  importers  rfhali 
execute  to  the  United  States  a  bond,  with  such  aurrUea  and 
such  peualties  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  sliall  direct, 
to  be  amiroved  by  said  Secretary,  condiiiuned  that  said  iron 
is  honirfidt  Imported  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  for  mils 
liir  railtoadK,  and  for  no  other  parpose,  and  to  be  laid  down 
and  actually  used  by  the  person  or  companies  so  importing 
tbe  same,  within  two  years  from  the  time  of  importation, 
and  upon  due  proof  furoi^^bed  to  the  said  Secretary  of  the. 
Treasury  that  said  iron  has  been  so  laid  down  and  used,  the 
aaid  bonds  shall  be  given  up  and  canceled  :  Jind  providedj 
further^  That  no  Imn  shall  be  considered  aa  railroad  iron, 
within  Ihe  meaning  of  this  act,  except  such  as  is  prepared 
to  be  laid  down  as  rails  upon  railroads,  without  further 
manufacture. 

Mr.  WALKER.  There  is  a  case  for  whi^  the 
bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  provides,  which 
I  do  not  think  is  provided  for  by  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  It  is  that  contained 
in  the  seconS  ^tion  of  the  committee's  amend- 
ment, where  an  importation  has  already  taken 
place,  and  bonds  have  been  given.  It  provides 
that  those  cases  shall  have  some  relief.     .^ 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
that  the  proposition  which  I  make  provides  for 
all  importations  since  the  first  of  July  last. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Allowing  a  drawback  of  the 
duties.  ' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Giving  a  drawback  of  duties; 
otherwise  it  might  operate  injuriously  on  import- 
ations made  within  a  short  time  past. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  very 
decidedly  prefer ~the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  to  the  substitute  reiioried  by 
me  from  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  think  it 
haa^every  recommendation,  and  1  do  not  see  that 
it  can  lead  to  any  material  debate.  In  the  first 
place,  it  applies  to  railroad  iron  which  is  to  be 
used  for  rails,  and  to  no  other  species  of  railroad 
iron.  In  the  next  place,  it  applies  to  that  railroad 
inm  which  is  imported  in  such  a  condition  as  that 
it  can  be  laid  down  without  further  manufacture. 
In  the  third  place,  it  proposes  a  suspension  for 
three  years  of  the  acta  of  Congress  levying  duties, 
and  by  giving  it  a  retroactive  effect,  it  becomes, 
in  fact,  the  proposition  which  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  submitted  last  Congress  giving  a  suspen- 
sion of  these  duties  on  railroad  iron. 

I  think  it  has  nunifold  advantages.  In  thefirst 
place,  as  he  has  said,  our  revenue  is  now  ample. 
To  give  a  credit,  in  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
substitute,  upon  the  importer  or  company  giving 
bonds  for  thepaymentof  the  amount  of  duties  and 
interest,  is  to  give  nothing  to  the  company  except 
the  mere  delay  of  payment;  but  under  the  provi- 
aions  of  the  Senator's  amendment  there  will  be  a 
real,  beneficial  encouragement  extended  to  this 
great  and  i  mportant  eoterpriae.  There  is  scarcely 
B  possibility  that  within  three  years  the  Govern- 
ment will  need  the  revenue  derived  from  theduties 
on  railrosd  iron,  for  any  of  the  purpoees  of  the 
Government.  Confining  the  suspension  to  that 
short  period,  we  may  be  sure  that  no  injury  will 
be  done  to  the  Government;  and  if  in  the  mean 
time  any  change  shall  lake  place  which  makes  it 
necessary  that  the  Government  shall  receive  the 
advantage  of  revenue  upon  imported  railroad  iron, 
as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  has  said,  we  will  have 
nothing  to  doat  the  expiration  of  the  time;  but  the 
duties  will  be  levied  as  if  this  art  had  not  passed. 

It  seems  to  me,  with  the  Treasury  overflowing, 
that  this  is  as  small  a  benefit  as  Coflgress  can  be 
expected  to  extend  to  these  great  enterprises  all 
over  the  country,  which  tend  so  much  to  the  pros- 
perity, not  only  of  individual  portions,  but  to  the 
advancement,  the  connection,  the  cultivation  of  in- 
tercourse, the  exchange  of  commodities,  and  the 
eslabliahmentof  good  feeling,aad  of  united,  patri- 


otic friendship  among  the  different  members  of 
this  great  confederacy.  I  hope  that  my  friend,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr. 
Hdhter,]  will  have  no  objection  to  this  amend- 
ment, but  that  he  will  prefer  it  to  the  substitute 
reported  by  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  In  regard  to  this  bill,  I  vote 
under  instructions.  I  regard  the  proposition  of- 
fered as  an  amendment  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, as  nearer  to  the  instructions  than  the  other; 
and  I  incline  tcr  think  that  it  is  a  good  financial 
expedient,  as  our  revenue  is*  greater  than  the 
wants  of  the  Government  demand.  ' 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  whether  he  can  git^  me  a 
general  idea  of  how  much  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  duties  on  railroad  iron  amounts  tof 

Mr.  HVNTER.  The  dutv  on  railroad  iron, 
manufactured,  rolled,  or  otherwise,  is  about 
$4,600,000. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  i  suppose  that  is  correct.  I 
have  not  now  access  to  the  tables  to  verify  it.  I 
shall  not  now  detain  the  Senate  by  discussing  thia 
subject  as  fully  as  I  intended  to  do.  The  propo- 
sition oSind  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is  simi- 
lar to  the  one  which  he  offered  at  the  last  session, 
and  which  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  was  withdrawn  not  be- 
cause of  objection  to  it,  but  because  it  was  deemed 
improper  to  attach  it  to  a  general  appropriation 
bill.  ^ 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  will  introduce  a  bill 
giving  credit  for,  or  even  Suspending  the  duties 
upon  the  railroad  iron  imported  for  ihecompletion 
of  the  railroad  in  that  State  which  he  has  espe- 
cially under  his  care,  I  will  vote  for  it  with  the 
ereatest  plcasuiv  in  the  world.  I  will  do  so,  be- 
cause I  tliiiik  that  a  very  necessary,  a  very  useful, 
and  a  very  great  work;  and  I  think  that  the  region 
of  country  where  it  is  to  be  made,  reouires  and 
ought  to  receive  such  a  favor  at  the  hanas  of  Con- 
gress. I  am  free.to  say  that  I  would  vote  for  that 
as  an  exception  to  the  general  law  which  is  now  in 
force;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  the  general  policjr 
now  proposed.  The  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Docclm]  is  to  remit  the  duties 
on  railroad  iron  forthreeyrara.  I  think  that  worse, 
ih  one  respect,  than  to  remit  theq]  indefinitely;  be- 
cause il  will,  for  the  future,  render  everything,  in 
regard  to  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron  in  this 
country,  uncertain  and  uhreliable. 

Il  will,  so  far  as  it  goes,  discourage  the  estab- 
lishment of  manufactories  for  the  making  of  rail- 
road iron;  and  will  probably  have  the  same  effect 
now  as  if  the  measure  were  the  abolition  of  the 
duties  on  railroad  iron  altogether.  Then,  soon 
after  we  shall  have  got  into  this  period  of  three 
years,  those  who  are  interested  in  the  construction 
of  railroads,  and  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  railroad  iron  in  this  country,  will 
be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  of 
what  will  probably  be  the  action  of  Congress —  _ 
whether  they  will,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  ' 
remove  the  duties  altogether,  nr  whether  they  will, 
suffer  them  to  be  restored }  Here  will  be  a  field 
of  perplexing  and  dangerous  speculation,  amount- 
ing almost  to  gambling  oo  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  is  ob- 
jectionable on  the  ground  that  it  introduces  uncer- 
tainty into  the  financial  system  of  the  Government, 
BO  far  as  it  operates  upon  the  importation  sod  on 
the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron — great  and  exten- 
sive interests  in  this  country.  Again,  I  do  not 
see  that  because  there  is,  at  this  moment,  a  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  we  are 
able  to  say  with  confidence  that  it  would  be  safe 
to  reduce  our  revenues  at  this  particular  juncture. 
Sir,  thik  is  a  moment  of  great  interest  and  fever- 
ish anxiety  throughout  the  commercial  world. 
We  cannot  contemplate  the  aspect  which  Europe 
presents,  without  seeing  that  there  is  to  be,  in  all 
human  probability,  a  general  war 'pervading  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  reaching  even  into  the 
continent  of  Asia.  We  see  that  a  vast  amount  of 
capital  in  Europe  has  already  been  begun  to  be 
withdrawn  from  its  accustomed  investments,  and 
converted  into  loans  for  the  support  of  the  armies 
aud  navies  of  belligerent  nations.  We  see  that 
loans  have  been  made  by  France,  by  Turkey,  and 
by  Austria;  and  that  loans  are  attempted  to  be 
made  by  Russia..   We  know,  also,  that  England 
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is  to  be  a  parly  to  that  war — a  leading  party;  and 
that  funds, to  a  large  amount  will  be  nnmediately 
required  by  her  to  carry  on  its  operationo.  The 
very  ahndow  of  these  events  has  produced  a  panic 
in  all  commercial  circles  on  the  conliiient.  Stocks 
have  already  fallen  on  the  Boursp,  in  Paris,  and 
on  the  Exchange,  in  London.  Our  own  stocks 
have  also  become  depreciated,  and  are  quoted  at 
nominal  prices;  and  they  are  returning  upon  us. 

>yhBtever  may  be  the  final  result,  and  its  bear- 
ing upon  the  interests  of  this  country,  we  see  that 
the  counlry  feels  already  the  approach  of  a  crisis. 
Good,  well-established  stocks  have  fallen  within 
the  last,  week  in  the  expectation  of  the  commence- 
ment of  war  in  Europe  from  five  lo  seven  percent., 
and  the  fall,  it  is  thought  by  many,  has  only  just 
begun.  Not  only  is  this  seen,  but  there  are  also 
the  indications  of  the  commencement  of  a  com- 
mercial revulsion.  We  have  been  sending  from 
the  eastern  Stales  to  San  Francisco  large  quanti- 
ties of  flour,  and  of  implements  of  agriculture,  and 
of  those  for  mining,  and  I  have  observed,  within 
a  few  days  past,  that  vessels  have  returned  from 
thence  freighied  wiih  their  own  outgoing  freights, 
instead  of  gold,  and  that  that  is  producing  de- 
rangement in  our  Pacific  region.  The  effect  of 
this  will  be  a  similar  derangement  elsewhere  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent. 

Now,  although  we  have  a  surplus  revenue,  and 
have  had  for  a  few  years  past,  no  one  can  say  that 
the  imports  of  ihe  next  three  years  will  exceed  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury.  On  the  contrary,  those 
who  will  lake  the  pains  lo  examine,  will  nnd  that 
the  imports  havealready  sensibly  diminished  since 
the  shadow  of  this  European  war  fell  upon  us. 
We  are  ihen  lo  have,  in  ail  probability,  for  a  time, 
a  reduction  of  the  imposts  and  duties.  This, 
therefore,  seems  to  me  juslthe  worst  time  in  which 
to  depart  from  the  system  which  we  have  been 
pursuing  in  regard  to  the  revenue. 

In  the  next  place,  if  it  were  true  that  it  were 
perfectly  safe  lo  reduce  our  revenues,  I  have  heard 
no  argument  lo  satisfy  me  that  the  iron  interest  is 
that  interest  which  ought  to  bear  the  entire  reduc- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  to  bean  entire  departure 
from  every  principle  of  equity  to  make  the  reduc- 
tion bear  on  this  single  interest  alone.  But,  again, 
if  this  reduction  of  revenue  is  conceived  lo  be  safe, 
upon  what  basis  can  we  reckon  that,  during  the 
next  three  years,  we  shall  not  have  occasion,  at 
home,  for  all  the'revenue  which  we  can  colleci .' 
If  we  are  to  const  ruct  a  railroad ,  or  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  ^o  the  Pacific  ocean,  we 
shall  need,  after  the  liberal  gratuities  of  llie  public 
lands  which  have  been  given  to  olher  roads,  lo 
fortify  the  Treasury — to  replenish  and  keep  it  full 
instead  of  reducing  its  stores.  Thus,  if  this  prop- 
osition proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  we  are  to 
remain  at  peace,  it  seems  to  me  very  objection- 
able. But  who  knows  how  long  we  are  lo  be  able 
to  keep,  as  a  party,  out  of  the  convulsion  which 
is  coming  on  in  the  nations  of  Europe?  I  think 
no  one  can  say  that  our  neutral  rights  are  so  sure 
to  be  respected  by  the  belligerents  in  Europe,  that 
we  shall  not  becomej  if  not  an  active  parly,  at  least 
a  party  so  far  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  use  our 
military  and  naval  power  for  the  protection  of  the 
rights  of  otir  citizens  and  their  commerce.  In 
every  point  of  view,  therefore,  which  1  can  take 
of  this  subject,  it  seems  to  be  unwise. 

There  is  but  one  olher  remark  which  I  wish  to 
present  now;  I  see  here  a  proposilion  for  the  aid 
and  support  of  all  the  railroads  in  the  United 
States.  I  believe  that,  in  regard  to  the  one  which 
has  caused  this  measure  to  be  brought  before  us, 
it  is  reasonable  and  just  in  a  limited  decree;  but 
I  do  not  know  why,  because  a  railroad  in  North 
Carolina  is  in  need  of  this  nid,  the  capilalisis  of 
Boston,  Ihe  capilalisis  of  New  York,  or  the  capi- 
talists of  Philadelphia,  who  are  engaged  wiih  ade- 
quate means  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  as 
largely  and  as  extensively  as  is  consistent  with  the 
general  interests  of  society,  so  as  lo  avoid  a  de- 
rangement of  the  whole  business  of  the  country, 
ought  also  to  receive  this  boon  at  our  hands,  and 
at  Ihe  cost  of  the  olher  interests  of  the  country. 
On  these  grounds  I  am  not  willing  to  vole  for  the 
bill. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  had  examined  the  bill  and 
substitute  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  was  one 
which  I  could  not  support.  How  it  may  be  in 
respect  to  the  proposilion  submitted  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois,  I  really  do  not  feel  prepared  to   i 


say.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  Senator  that 
the  subject  proposed  is  one  of  vast  importance, 
in  every  point  of  view.  I  think  there  are  points 
of  importance  involved  in  it  which  perhaps  are 
greater  than  at  first  blush  would  strike  the  mind 
of  almost  any  man.  I  confess  the  more  1  think 
of  the  subject,  the  more  magnilude  it  seems  to 
possess;  and,  therefore,  I  suggest  the  propriety  of 
postponing  the  consideration  of  the  subject  until 
to-morrow,  so  that  we  may  have  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  printed  and 
before  us,  and  see  very  clearly  what  it  is  that  we 
are  about  to  do. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  slate  at  this  point  that  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  Senators  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, staling  his  anxiety  to  be  here  when  this  sub- 
ject is  considered.  He  expected  to  be  here  last 
night,  but  was  attacked  wiih  sickness,  and  there- 
fore prevented. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  was  only  intending  to  add, 
thar  a  subject  of  this  importance  should  not  be 
acted  upon — I  submit  to  the  Senate — on  an  amend- 
ment which  we  hive  merely  heard  read  from  our 
table.  I  therefore  move  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  lo-morrow, 
and  that  the  amendment  oi  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois be  printed. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  will  meet  with  no  objec- 
tion. The  Senators  from  Pennsylvania  desire  on 
this  nueslion  to  represent  and  defend  the  inleresia 
of  tflcir  State.  Either  of  them  is  able  to  do  so; 
but  both  of  them  are  confined  by  indisposition, 
and  neither  of  them  is  able  to  be  here  to-day;  and 
therefore  I  think  there  is  a  peculiar  propriety  in 
postponing  the  consideration  of  the  question  until 
lo-morrow,  when  one  of  them  may  be  here. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  say,  that  I  have 
not  .the  slightest  objection  lo  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan.  We  can  have  the  amend- 
ment printed  by  to-morrow,  and  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Pennsylvania  will  be  here  by  that  time. 
I  will  then  ask  the  Senate  to  lake  up  the  bill — not 
with  anydesire  topressit  to  the  exclusion  of  every 
other  business,  or  to  give  it  any  undue  advantage; 
but  with  the  view  of  liaving  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate upon  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  should  like,  if  it  would  be  as 
convenient  to  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
to  have  the  bill  postponed  for  a  longer  period.  I 
have  given  notice,  this  morning,  of  my  intension 
to  ask  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  which  shall  cover 
the  ground  proposed  by  this  bill,  as  well  as  pro- 
vide permanently  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  It  is  a  subject  which  ought  lo  be  acted 
upon  promptly.  These  railroad  companies  now 
carry  the  mails  or  not,  as  they  choose;  and  it 
seems  to  me  lo  l^e  very  important,  in  any  action 
taken  upon  the  subject  of  reducing  the  duties  on 
iron,  or  taking  them  off  altogether,  that  we  should 
make  some  provision  further  than  this  bill  does  in 
relation  lo  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  The 
truth  is  the  Department  is  now  at  the  mercy  of 
the  railroads.  i'here  is  a  quarrel  existing  at  this 
time  between  them.  I  have  not  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  do  not  pretend  to  say  which  is  right; 
but  certainly  it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should 
make  some  provision  which  shall  apply  to  those 
railroads  that  are  in  existence,  as  well  as  to  all  those 
which  shall  hereafter  be  conslrucled,  by  which 
confusion  in  regard  lo  the  mails  may  be  avoided, 
and  at  the  same  time  diminish  llie  greot  expense 
attendant  upon  their  transportation,  under  the 
present  system. 

I  will  stale  briefly,  nnd  in  general  terms,  what  I 
shall  propose  lo  do  by  the  bill  of  which  I  have 
given  nonce. 

Ilia  this:  To  authorize  any  company  owning 
any  road  which  has  been  completed,  or  such  as 
may  be  hereafter  rx>nstructed,  that  will  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Postmaster  General  to  trans- 
port forever,  free  of  charge,  the  mails  upon  their 
roads,  under  such  rules  as  Congress  or  the  Post- 
master General  may  prescribe,  to  import  all  iron 
necessary  for  the  construction,  repairs,  or  relay- 
ing their  roads,  free  of  duty.  I  shall  propose, 
also,  to  go  still  further.  Railroads  are  being  car- 
ried forward  with  great  rapidity.  I  have  voted 
for  all  the  bills  granting  alternate  sections  to  such 
roads.  I  expect  to  vote  for  all  that  may  ask  for 
grants  hereafter.  But  it  is  evident,  from  iheaclion 
of  Congress  for  the  last  two  or  three  sessions, 
that  the  system  of  grants,  if  applied  at  nil,  will  be 


applied  very  partially.     It  will  be  of  no  geVieral 
benefit;  for,  notwithstanding  the  great  facilities 
with  which  such  bills  pass  the  Senate,  they  uni- 
formly   fall  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  so 
that  in  place  of  being  of  general  benefit,  it  perhaps 
tends  to  create  ill-feeling  in  diflerent  sections  of 
the  counlry.     One  section  is  more  fortunate  in  gel- 
ting  railroad  bills  through   than  another;  and  it 
consequenlly  creates  jealousy, distrust, and  ill-feel- 
ing, which  interfere  wiih  legislation.     I  propose — 
:  in  the  bill  which  I  have  not  yet  matured,  but  of 
I  which  1  have  given  notice  this  morning — in  addi> 
j  tion  to  authorizing  the  construction  of  roads,  to 

Sit  to  all  railroad  companies  who  shall  enlerinto 
racls  for  carrying  the  n.nils  on  the  lerma  I 
t  indicated,  and  who  shall  construct  a  sub- 
stantial doiiUe  track,  six  sections  of  land  to  the 
mile,  out  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates. 
I  think  that  by  some  such  policy  as  this,  we  shall 
make  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  the  Govera- 
ment,  facilitate  and  promote  the  construction  of 
roads,  and  greatly  diminish  the  riA  of  human  Ufa 
by  procuring  the  building  of  double  tracks. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.     Forall  roads.* 

Mr.  RUSK.  Yes,  sir,  all  roads  in  the  United 
States;  so  as  to  make  it  a  general  bill.  That  was 
my  idea  upon  the  subject,  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  time  to  present  my  plan  before  taking  a  final 
vote  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  my  friend  from  Texas  is  a  very  large 
one;  and  I  do  not  know  but  ihat  when  he  brings 
it  forward,  I  shall  be  entirely  in  fevor  of  it;  but  I 
hope  he  will  not  embarrass  this  bill  with  it.  The 
bill  is,  by  no  means,  necessarily  rx>nnected  with 
his  proposed  plan.  They  are  independent  meas- 
ures, and  each  may  be  adopted,  or  one  may  be 
adopted  without  the  olher,  so  far  as  I  see,  with- 
out any  necessary  inconvenience. 

I  have  no  objection, as  I  have  already  stated,  to 
the  poslponment  of  this  bill  until  to-morrow;  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  fair  to  the  Senate,  and  I  think 
it  is  fair  to  the  absent  Senators  from  Pennsylvania; 
but  if  this  subject  is  to  be  postponed  long,  so  far 
as  the  Stale  which  I  represent  is  concerned,  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  whether  the 
bill  passes  or  not. 

Now,  sir,  my  own  position  is  this:  I  hare  ■!• 
ways  believed  both  in  the  power  of  Congresa/by 
duties,  to  protect  the  domestic  industry  of  tbia 
country,  and  in  the  expediency  of  Congress  exer- 
cising that  power  within  reasonable  guards:  or,a> 
General  Jackson  expressed  it,  I  have  always  been, 
at  least  for  many  years  past,  in  favor  of  a  "judi- 
cious tarilT;"  and  it  has  never  been  my  fortune  yet 
to  meet  with  any  man  in  or  out  of  Congress  who 
was  not.  But,  sir,  I  confess,  if  the  only  opera- 
tion of  a  "judicious  tariff"  is  to  impose  burdens 
upon  a  Slate  that  scarcely  ever  receives  anything 
from  the  country;  and  if  the  eflect  of  that  system 
is  lo  postpone  the  consideration  of  a  small  bill, 
which  proposes  no  exclusive  benefit  lo  that  sec- 
tion of  the  counlry,  but  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  im- 
partially applicable  to  the  whole  counlry,  I  shall 
begin  to  doubt  very  seriously  whether  a  *' judi- 
cious tariff"  is  a  judicious  thing  to  be  supported 
by  a  representative  of  North  Carolina. 

1  hope,  sir,  that  we  will  lake  up  and  dispose  of 
the  pending  measure  before  the  Senate.  It  is  not 
complex  in  its  dg^ils.  It  is  easily  understood, 
lis  application  and  eflect  no  one  can  misunder- 
stand. If  the  Senate  is  in  favor  of  it,  I  hope  it 
will  be  passed,  if  Ihe  Senate  is  opposed  to  it,  I 
shall  enter  no  complaints;  I  shall  submit,  as  1 
ought  10  do,  with  most  perfect  acquiescence  in  il» 
determinations  on  the  subject;  but  I  beg  that  inr 
friend  from  Texas  will  not  complicate  this  !iUM 
matter  about  suspending  the  duties  on  railroad  iron 
with  the  large  scheme  for  IhePost Office  which b* 
proposes  to  bring  forward. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  my  honorable  friend 
from  North  Carolina  will  consent  to  a  postpone- 
ment to  a  longer  day  than  the  one  which  has  been 
designated.  He  says  that  a  postponement  for  a 
longer  period  would  result  in  depriving  the  rail- 
road in  his  Slate  of  the  benefits  which  he  pro- 
poses to  result  from  this  bill.  I  cannot  see  that 
that  will  be  so;  because,  if  the  substitute  which 
has  been  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  ba 
adopted,  I  apprehend,  inasmuch  as  it  not  only 
releases  all  iron  hereafter  to  be  imported,  but  also 
iron  which  has  been  imported  since  the  first  of 
July  Inst,  the  Senator's  railroad  will  not  be  de- 
prived of  llie  benefits  which  this  bill  proposes  lo 
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eonftr.    Tbent  whether  it  pass  now  or  a  month 
hence,  it  will  have  no  effect  upon  the  road. 

Now,  sir,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  unrepre- 
sented at  this  moment  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
is  the  State  most  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
of  depriving  the.Jron  interest  of  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  duty  proposed  to  betaken  off;  and 
perhaps  (be  little  Staie  of  Maryland  is  the  one 
next  most  interested.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Fe&hci] 
is  away;  he  has  been  caUed'horoe  by  indisposition 
in  his  family.  Both  of  the  Senators  from  Pei)n- 
ayUania  are  absent  from  their  seats  because  of 
indisposition.  Then  I  submit  to  the  Senate 
whether,  when  there  is  no  po(ubIe,necesBity  for 
pressing  the  subject  to  immediate  decision,'!!^ 
would  not  be  just  to  postponeit  until  those  States 
are  fully  represented  upon  this  A«ttf  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
who  is  obliged  to  go  home,  will  consent  to  apost- 

rmement  until  after  h^  shall  have  relumed;  and 
will  propose  Monday  week,  instead  of  to-mor- 
row,' as  the  day  to  whMi  this  bill  shall  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  President,  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  York  wall  deserve  theattention 
of  the  Senate  and  of  the  country.  We  are  upon  the 
Terge  of  a  great"  commercial  crisis.  Every  one 
must  see  it.  We  have  had  laid  upon  our  tables 
within  a  few  days  past,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of 
a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brodhiad,] 
now  absent,  a  statement  of  the  indebtedness  on 
the  part  of  this  country  to  European  capitalista, 
and  1  find  that  it  is  |333,2S5,315.  This  eaaoant 
is  already  dae  to  foreigners  by  the  companies  and 
people  of  this  country  in  railroad  bonds  for  rail- 
road iron,  and  on  other  securities.  We  know 
that  these  railroad  bonds  are  falling  in  the  market.* 
The  effect  of  the  crisis  in  Elurope  has  been  to  send 
them  back  here  for  sale,  and  you  find  that  every 
one  of  this  desoription  of  securities  is  going  down 
in  the  market.  I  apprehend  that  it  will  not  re- 
quire stimulants  for  the  purpose  of  having  an 
increase  of  railroads,  but  that  the  true  policy  of 
the  country  at  this  time  is  to  do  nothing  at  any 
rate  which  shall  stimulate  the  different  sections  of 
the  country  in  incrsasiog  the  number  of  these 
roads.  If  these  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  mil- 
lions of  pur  securities  held  abroad  be  brought  back 
here  for  sale  in  our  market,  every  one  must  see 
theit  it  will  bring  about  a  commercial  crisis,  such 
as  has  not  been  known  in  the  country  for  half  a 
centunr — such  certainly  as  has  not  been  expe- 
riencea  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

At  any  rate,  sir,  the  subject  is  cartdoaly  one  of 
aufiScient  importance  to  entitle  it  to  mature  con- 
mderation.  It  should  therefore  be  postponed,  and 
the  amendments  should  be  printed,  that  every  one 
may  be  enabled  to  see  their  bearing,  and  their  full 
bearing.  We  should  have  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  Bdh]  before  us,  so 
that  if  anything  is  to  be  done,  we  may  see  what 
can  be  done  with  the  least  injury  to  thatgreat  class 
of  the  community,  the  iron  interest  of  this  coun- 
try; and,  at  the  same  time,  if  we  are  bound  to 
benefit  these  eorporations,  that  we  may  do  so. 

For  myself,  on  looking  at  this  subject,  I  eannot 
■ee  whv  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
■hould  oe  bound  to  contribute  i^fiOOflOO  annually 
to  the  large  capitalists,  who  bave-eogaged  theu- 
means,  lor  the  purpose  of  making  money  by  the 
construction  of  railroads  in  the  different  sections 
of  this  country.  That  is  the  bald  proposition, 
■tripped  of  everything  which  surrounds  it,  and 
you  are  to  disturb  your  tariff  and  to  strike  down 
the  greaUst  interest  protected  by  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  that  amount  of  monsy  to  ths  capi> 
talists  engaged  in  this  particular  ad  venture ! 

I  hopsniy  proposition  to  postpone  this  bill  until 
next  Monday  week,  will  be  acereded  tobvtheSen- 
ate,  if  not  by  theSenators  who  havsthis  bill  imme- 
diately in  charge.  By  that  time,  we  may  hope  to 
have  present,  both  my  colleague  and  the  Senators 
from  Pennsylvania,  sind  we  shall  then  understand 
better  than  we  do  now  what  is  to  be  the  affect  of 
this  measure,  and  iu  results  upon  the  country, 
and  particularly  upon  the  great  interest  at  which 
it  certainly  strikes  in  aome  degreet  at  least  to  the 
extent  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  anVnnusl  duty  of  over  |4,000,000. 

The  proposition  of  the  .Senator  from  Illinois 
contains  another  feature  which,  as  it  was  rsad, 
struck  me  to  be  rather  singular  in  its  effect.  It 
proposes  not  only  to  take  off  the  duty  on  iron  to 
be  impertsd  for  railraad  purpose*  horeaAer,  bat  it  I 


is  to  have  a  retroactive  effect,  and  the  Oovem- 
ment  is  to  refund  the  duties  paid  upon  all  such 
iron  imported  siace  the  1st  of  July  lost.  If  that 
is  to  be  tne  peucy  of  the  country — if  we  are  to 
give  to  capitalists  who  have  not  yet  completed 
these  works  the  money  which  they  have  paid  to 
the  Qovcmment  as  importduties  on  iron  for  their 
particular  roads — ^how,  I  ask,  can  we  refuse  to 
give  to  the  capitalists  of  your  Slate,  sir,  and  of 
mine,  who  have  completed  their  roads,  the  duties 
which  they  have  paid  for  the  railroad  iron  uscdon 
those  roods  i  This  is  s  bpunty  to  capitalists;  and 
I  ask,  in  justice  and  fairness,  why  those  who 
have  mode  a  road  from  this  city  to  Baltimore,  and 
a  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river,  without 
which  many  of  these  other  roads  would  be  com- 
(uratively  useless,  and  those  who  have  made  other 
roads  which  have  been  completed,  and  the  invest- 
ments in  which  have  been  entirely  unproductive, 
should  not  have  returned  to  them  the  amount  of 
duties  which  they  paid  >  Those  who  are  no  w  be- 
ing engaged  in  the  construction  of  tbesp  roads  are, 
according  to  this  proposition,  to  have  returned  to 
them  the  duties  which  they  nuiy  have  paid  since 
July  last!  I  tie  an  arbitrary  rule.  Whyiisbould 
be  July  1  do  not  know,  except  that  that  time  suits 
some  particular  road,  or  particular  class  of  roads. 
And  why  it  should  not  as  well  be  July,  1850,  as 
July,  1853,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  certainly  a  subject  which 
requires  more  con^iderAtion  than  can  be  bestowed 
upon  it  this  morning;  and  1  do  hope  that  theSenC- 
ate  will  concur  in  having  it  postponed  till  Monddy 
week.  \ 

Mr.  WELLER.  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
very  evident,  from  the  discussion  this  morning, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  diapoMof  this  ques- 
tion now.  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  disposed 
of  without  a  full  investigation.  Why,  sir,  it  isa 
proposition  to  give  |4,OC<l,0(iO  per  annum  to,  the 
railroad  companies  in  tiie  United  Slates;  aqd'that 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina  calls  a  very 
**  small"  thing.  He  said  he  hoped  my  friend 
from  Texas  would  not  embamss  this  "little" 
biH  of  his  with  any  propoaition  growing  out  of 
the  carrying  of  the  mails  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  it  seems  to  me  this  is  a  very  important  meas- 
ure. It  is  a  proposition  to  take  i4,0OD,(KIO  out  of 
the  Treasury  and  give  that  to  railroad  companies 
now  organized  in  the  United  States,  thus  epabling 
them  to  compete  successfully  with  other  compa- 
nies who  have  constructed  their  roods,  and  have 
paid  full  duties  upon  their  iron !  That  strikes  me, 
at  first  blush,  as  unjust.  There  are  many  rail- 
roads in  the  United  States  which  have  been  com- 
pleted for  years,  and  are  now  in  successful  opsr- 
ation;  uvd  there  are  eorop«nias  being  oi^ganiTsd  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  roads  along  ths  aame 
lines,  intended  to  compete  with  them;  and  you 
propoas  that  ths  companies  now  being  organised 
ahall  import  into  the  United  States  their  iron  free 
of  duty.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  an  act 
of  injustice  to  those  vrfao  have  alreai^  constructed 
roads  after  haviii|>  paid  the4iities  exacted  by  law. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  queetion  whieh  should 
weigh  with  us.  You  are  to  look  to  the  manu&c- 
torics  which  have  been  established  in  the  United 
Stales  for  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron.  I  de- 
sire to  have  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  abolishing  the  duties  on  rail- 
road iron  on  the  manufactories  wlyeh  have  been 
established  in  this  country.  It  does  seem  to  me, 
on  the  first  blush,  that  theeffect  must  be  to  strike 
down  all  those  manufacturers  of  our  own  who 
have  invested  their  capital  in  this  particular  branch 
of  iitttaUy.  But  I  have  not  turned  my  attention 
to  this  peiiV.  I  trust,  however,  the  bill  will  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  full  investigation — 
without  our  knowing  exactly  what  we  are  doing 
— how  it  will  affect  not  only  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  capitalists  who  have  completed  their  roads, 
but  how  far  it  will  affect  the  interests  of  the  capi- 
talists of  the  floonlry_who  have  inveated  their 
money  in  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron. 

A  short  time  since  I  indicated  a  wish  that  this 
question  ought  to  go  over  iu  order  that  the  two 
Senators  who  feel  a  particular  interest  in  it 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard .  They 
are  understood  to  represent  the  iron  interest  of 
this  country,  and  I  desire  that  they  shall  be  fully 
heard,  not  only  for  my  own  satisfaction,  but  for 
the  satisfitction  of  others,  who  may  be,  unfortu- 
nately, as  ignorant  of  the  tmeeffect  of  this  measure 
as  I  am.    Ail  that  I  dasira  to  say  to-day  is,  iliat 


this  strikesme,  at  firat,  blueh  as  an  unjust  thing—' 
as  a  measure  which  is  calculated  to  build  up  a 
particular  set  of  companies  at  ths  expense  of  others,- 
and  that  it  will  ha^e  an  ^ect  upon  your  Treasury 
to  diminish  your  receipts  some  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum.  I  do  not  know  how 
you  propose  to  dispose  of  the  surplus  revenue . 
which  you  collect;  but,  in  my  jud^fment,  there  will 
be  ample  opportunities  presented  in  the  next  four 
or  five  years  for  the  investment  dtevery  dollar  of  it 
wisely  and  beneficially.  ' 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  aak  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
my  moUon. 

The  yeas  and  na^^s  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  President,  I  concur  with 
those  Senators  who  have  expressed  tha  opinion 
that  this  is  a  subject  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
considered  and  disposed  of  in  one,Avo,  oreven 
three  mornings.  I  am  of  ofunion,  however,  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  this  bill.  In  the  section  of  country 
which  1  represent  there  is  a  very  large  interest' 
connected  with  the  construction  of  railroads^ 
railroads  not  being  constructed  by  large  capital- 
ists, hut  many  of  which  are  dependent  upon  the 
subscriptions  of  farmers  and  planters  on  tne  liow  - 
of  those  roads.  Since  the  great  rise  in  the  price 
of  labor,  aswell  aaofiron,someof  those  compa- 
nies who  commenced  their  works  under  fair  aus- 
.  pices,  and  with  the  expectation  of  completing 
them  without  difficulty,  find  themselves  at  thin, 
tame  yary  much  embarrassed.  Now,  although 
the  Southwest  has  a  eonsidsrable  interest  in  the 
icon  manufacture,  1  am  nql  aware  that  any  of  the 
capitalists  sngaged  in  that  business  in  that  re- 
gion have  any  (bsppeition  U>  engage  in  the  manu- 
facture of  railroad  iron.  Nevenheless,  I  think  a 
more  general  view  ought  to  be  taken  of  this  sub- 
ject than  any  one  which  is  confined  to  any  par- 
ticular locality  or  interest — to  one  or  more  Stales. 
There  is  one  coDsideretion  connected  with  this 
sul^t  wffich  ought  to  be  weighed  before  we  can 
determine  wisely  upon  it,  which  I  think  has  not 
yet  been  suggested  by  any  gentleman. 

In  the  (ftesent  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  finan- 
cial question  connected  with  this  measure—the 
? question  of  how  miieh  would  be  subtracted  by  it 
rom  the  present  means  of  the  Oovemmeot,  or  it* 
prospective  revcnuein  reference  to  any  immediate 
ibture  before  as,  or  in  regard  to  what  may  be  the 
conditiiM  of  Europe— is  not  so  important,  in  my 
judgment,  as  aoothsrqusstion;  I  mean  a  question 
connected  with  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron 
in  this  country. 

A  yerjr  intelligent  gentleman  of  my  own  Stale, 
the  president  of  one  of  the  companies  which  finds 
itself  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  circumsunces 
to  which  I  have  alreadjr  alluded,  forwarded  to  me 
some  time  aoo  a  memorial  asking  Confess  to  sus- 
pend the  eoUection  of  the  duty  on  railroad  iron 
until  a  limited  time  after  theroiids  now  being  con- 
structed should  be  put  into  operation.  In  a  private  ^ 
eommunicalion  to  me,  he  went  into  the  reasoning 
on  which  the  prayer  of  thift  memorial  was  founded. 
No  one  of  the  company  of  which  he  is  the  president 
is  at  aH  intsrssted  in  the  iron  manufacture;  but  taking 
a  larger  view  ^f  the  subject,  and  looking  to  thein- 
terest  of  all  sections  of  the  country,and  the  rauiroad 
inUsest  Kanerally,  his  conclusion  against  the  re- 
peal of  duty  on  railroad  iron  seemra  to  me  to  be 
well  oapportcd.  The  pmyer  of  the  memorial  was 
to  su^Mud  the  collection  of  the  duty  until  three 
yeare  after  the  road  ahouldgo  into  operation.  He 
was  of  the  opinion  that  suspsnsion  would  proba- 
bly be  more  beneficial  to  the  railroad  interest  than 
the  repeal  of  the  duty. 

Sir,  I  con  fees  that  ms  reasoning  made  an  impre- 
sion  upon  upon  my  mind.  He  contended — and  it 
struck  me  forcibly — that  if  you  repeal  the  duty 
entirely,  jrou  place  the  whole  railroad  interest,  so 
for  as  it  IS  connscted  with  the  price  of  railroad 
iron,  within  the  control  of  the  English  manufac- 
turers. He  was  persuaded  that  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  would  be  followed  by  the  immediate  enepen- 
sion  of  the  works  now  eng^ed  in  the  manufiictur* 
of  milroad  iron  in  this  country.  The  English 
manufacturers,  seeing  this  result — seeing  that  the 
suspension  of  these  works,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
capital  from  them,  would  in  a  year  or  two  advance 
their  pricee;  sothat  the  full  amount  deducted  from 
the  present  price  of  railroad  iron  in  this  oountry 
by  tne  repeal  of  the  duty  would  probably  be  more 
than  balanced  by  the  increased  price  of  railroad 
icon  in  England. 
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Well,  sir,  since  receiving  that  communication, 
I  have  taken  oci'asinn  to  converse  with  genllemen 
who  are  fnr  belter  informed  on  this  suliject  than 
myself,  and  they  concur  in  the  sentiment  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  manufacturers  of  rail- 
road iron  in  the  United  Slates  to  compete  success- 
fully with  the  English  manufacturers,  if  theexiat- 
ins;  duty  is  repealed.  The  moment  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  exiL>ling  duly  is  to  be  repealed  or 
suspended,  manufacturers  will  close  their  busi- 
^ness,  and  look  about  for  some  other  employment 
of  their  capital  and  labor;  tliey  will  consider  their 
investments  for  the  present  as  a  total  loss,  as  the 
larger  portion  of  their  machinery  is  not  fit  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  manufacture  of  any  other  dencription  of 
iron.  Now,  sir,  as  I  understand,  about  eighty  thou- 
sand tons  of  railroad  iron  are  now  annually  manu- 
factured in  ihc  United  States,  being  nearly  or  quite 
one  fourth  the  whole  consumption.  Taking  the 
average  of  the  last  few  years,  this  is,  perhaps, 
not  quite  one  fourth;  but  certainly  eighty  thou- 
sand tons  per  annum  is  a  very  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  railroad  iron  used  in  the  United 
States.  If  we  suppose  that  the  consumption  of 
this  article  in  this  country  amounts  annually  to 
3^15,000, UOO  in  value,  then  the  importations  of  it 
would  amount  to  about  $I2,OI)0,000,and  the  manu- 
facture in  this  country,  one  fourth  of  the  whole, 
would  be  about  $3,000,000  in  value.  I  have  not 
looked  into  the  statistics  ortheofficiiil  reports  upon 
this  subject,  nor  have  I  informed  mynelf  from 
other  sources  of  the  actual  stite  of  the  trade  in  this 
article,  as  I  was  not  aware  that  this  subject  would 
be  taken  up  this  morning;  but  the  fact,  I  believe, 
is,  that  about  one  fourth  of  the  railroad  iron  now 
consumed  in  the  United  States  is  manufactured  in 
this  country  If  you  repeal  the  duty,  these  man- 
ufacturers will  at  once  cease  their  operations,  and 
this  would  produce  an  increased  demand  to  that 
amount  upon  the  English  manufacturers;  and  the 
inference  drawn  by  my  friend  who  made  this 
communication  to  me,  accompanying  the  memo- 
rial from  Tennessee  to  which  1  have  alluded,  was, 
that  probably  the  whole  amount  of  the  duty 
would  be  made  up  in  a  very  short  time  by  the  in- 
creased price  of  railroad  iron  in  England. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  present 
aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe,  is  a  different  question. 
When  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred 
made  these  calculations,  it  was  with  no  reference 
to  any  such  crisis  as  that  which  now  seems  im- 
pending in  Europe.  I  believe  that  one  of  the 
greatest  causes  of  the  large  increase  in  the  price  of 
railroad  iron,  particularly  in  England,  is  not  so 
much  owing  to  the  great  demand  from  the  United 
States,  as  the  demand  for  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads on  the  continent  of  Europe.  If  there  shall 
be  a  general  war  in  Europe,  which  seems  now  to 
be  very  probable,  it  may  be  that  it  will  produce  a 
cessation  of  the  construction  of  the  numerous  rail- 
roads projected  on  that  continent;  and  that  the 
railroad  manufacturers  in  England,  instead  ofrais- 
ing  their  prices,  will  find  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  selling  their  iron  at  rales  very  much 
reduced  below  those  which  hove  obtained  during 
the  last  two  years.  How  that  may  be  1  am  not 
ablelo  state,  or  to  make  any  inference  which  would 
be  worthy  of  consideration. 

But,  sir,  there  is  not  yet  a  general  war  in  Eu- 
rope, and  there  is  a  possibility  that  there  may  be 
no  war  in  Europe.  If  the  continent  generally  re- 
mains in  a  state  of  peace,  those  works  of  internal 
improvement  which  are  now  being  constructed 
there,  and  to  which  I  have  referred,  will  probably 
continue  to  progress  as  they  have  done  within  the 
last  four  or  five  years;  and  if  that  be  so,  the  de- 
mand from  the  continent  for  English  railroad  iron 
will  continue;  and  if  it  should  continue  in  this 
country,  even  to  an  extent  diminished  by  twenty 
or  thirty  per  cent,  from  what  it  has  been  wilhin 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  it  would  still  be  an 
enormous  demand.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  fair  inference  may  be  made  that  as  soon  as 
our  own  manufacturers  should  be  obliged  to  stop 
their  works,  and  abandon  the  idea  of  continuing 
them  at  any  profit,  the  English  manufacturers 
would  immediately  take  advantage  of  it,  and  add 
twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  to  the  price  of  their  rails. 
This  18  a  consideration  which  demands  serious 
attention.  I  have  conversed  with  other  gentle- 
men upon  this  subject,  not  manufacturers  of 
iron,  but  with  per-sons  who  seem  to  have  taken 
an  interest  in  the  subject,  and  I  am  inclined  very 
much  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  with 


whom  I  have  conferred,  ond  who  say  that  the 
better  policy  would  be  to  reduce  the  duly,  instead 
of  repealing  it.  The  proposition  now, presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  amonnta,  in  fact,  to  a 
suspension  for  six  years. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.     Four  years. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understand  it  to  be  that  no  du- 
ties shall  be  charged  upon  any  iron  imported  since 
the  Ist  of  July ,  1852,  and  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1857 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.     From  1853  to  1857. 

Mr.  BELL.  To  July,  1857;  and  that  no  duty 
shall  be  chargeable  upon  any  railroad  iron  im- 
ported in  that  year  (1857)  to  be  used  within  two 
years  thereafter. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  duty  is  to  be  suspended 
on  iron  imported  between  the  Ist  of  July,  1853, 
and  the  1st  of  July,  1857 — four  years. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  understand  that;  but  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  I  think,  did  not  quite  understand 
my  proposition.  I  contend  that  this  amounts, 
practically,  to  a  suspension  fur  six  years;  audi  will 
state  the  reason.  If  the  duty  be  suspended  for 
four  years,  then,  towards  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  in  aniicipation  of  a  renewal  of  the  duty  on 
the  ist  of  July,  1857,  capitalists,  whether  con- 
nected with  railroads  or  not,  would  consider  it  to 
be  a  profitable  speculation  to  make  very  large  im- 
portations in  anticipniion  of  the  demand  for  rail- 
road iron  within  the  next  two  years.  There  is  no 
question  of  that.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  this 
would  amount  to  a  suspension  foraix  years. 

But,  sir,  1  was  speaking  of  the  sentiments  of 
gentlemen  who  have  looked  largely  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  who  have  considered  well  of  a  proper 
basis  of  a  financial  system  in  this  country,  in  re- 
gard to  ihis  article.  1  do  nol  refer  to  gentlemen 
who  have  heretofore  been  considered  proteciion- 
isls,  but  to  the  advocates  of  free  trade;  and  those 
to  whom  1  refer  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  railroad  interests,  and  bring 
a  more  certain  relief  to  the  companies  engaged  at 
present  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  who 
have  not  yet  bought  their  iron,  to  reduce  the  duly, 
say  to  twenty  per  cent. .rather  than  to  repeal  it  alto- 
gether. Whether  their  opinions  will  be  confirmed 
by  the  judgment  of  those  who  are  immediately 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron,  1 
do  not  know  directly;  but  from  the  information 
which  I  hove  received  from  gentlemen  with  whom 
1  have  conversed  on  this  subject,  1  am  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  manufacturers  of  railroad  iron  in  the 
United  States,  who  are  now  making  it  at  the  rate 
of  eighty  thousand  tons  per  annum,  could  get  on 
with  a  duty  of  twenty  percent.  I  believe  some  of 
them  have  so  sold;  but  if  the  duty  were  totally  re- 
pealed, they  would  be  compelled  to  abandon  the 
business  altogether.  If  that  be  a  true  view  of  the 
case,  the  question  is  whether  the  railroad  compa- 
nies will  at  last  be  substantially  benefited  by  a 
total  repeal,  or  even  a  suspension  of  the  duty  for 
so  long  a  time.  1  do  not  go  into  the  question  as 
to  how  far  a  total  repeal  will  benefit  those  capital- 
ists who  have  undertaken  to  construct  railroads  as 
a  matter  of  speculation  and  profit  only;  bull  refer 
to  all  those  interests  in  railroads,  whether  now 
being  constructed  or  only  proposed  to  be  con- 
structed, by  the  farmers,  planters,  and  others, 
upon  the  routes  of  the  roods  which  are  prejected; 
small  subscribers  who  are  not  to  be  considered  in 
any  light  as  capitalists;  and  the  question  is, 
whether  iheir  interests,  too,  would  not  be  more 
substantially  benefited  by  a  material  reduction  of 
the  duty  than  by  its  total  repeal. 

I  hove  already  announced  that  I  am  ready, 
cheerfully,  to  do  something  for  the  relief  of  those 
interested  in  roads  that  are  in  course  of  construc- 
tion and  not  completed,  and  which  have  been  em- 
barrassed by  the  increased  prices  of  labor  as  well 
OS  of  iron  within  the  lost  few  years;  but  I  think 
we  ought  to  consider  maturely  what  is  the  best 
way  ill  which  we  can  relieve  them.  If  we  repeal 
the  duly,  the  question  to  be  inquired  into  by  the 
Senate  and  by  Congress  is,  whether  we  would 
thereby  bring  any  substantial  relief  to  these  inter- 
ests, and  whether  they  might  not  be  subjected  to 
higher  prices  by  the  monopolizing  policy  of  the 
English  manufacturers.  The  occurrence  of  a  gen- 
eral war  in  Europe  may  change  the  reasoning 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject;  for  if  there  were  a 
general  war  in  Europe,  the  demand  on  that  conti- 
nent for  railroad  iron  would  no  doubt  be  dimin- 
ished; and  if  ihis  country  should  continue  in  peace 
1  with  Great  Britain,  railroad  iron  might  full  ma- 


terially in  price.  But,  sir,  if  there  shall  be  no 
war  in  Europe,  with  the  high  price  of  labor  in  this 
country  at  this  time,  and  in  England  too — be- 
cause there  has  been  a  great  appreciation  of  labor 
there  as  well  as  here — we  are  to  consider  whether, 
by  repealing  the  duty  and  annihilating  our  own 
manufactures,  we  should  not  run  the  risk  of  having 
to  pay  the  existing  duly,  should  it  be  repealed,  by 
an  addition  to  the  price  of  English  rails. 

1  believe  the  price  ofrailroad  iron  in  England  i> 
now  about  ^8  or  ^8  10».  per  ton.  Would  not  the 
result  of  a  repeal  of  duty  be  to  raise  it  to  .^9  or 
■f  10.  The  increase  might  not  be  immediate;  but 
OS  soon  as  the  English  manufacturers  shall  per- 
cAve  that  all  engaged  in  the  United  Slates  in 
making  railroad  iron  had  abandoned  the  buainen, 
would  nol  a  rise  in  their  prices  certainly  follow? 
It  is  not  probable  that  a  rise  would  lake  place  im- 
mediately; for  British  manufacturers  study  their 
interests  so  closely  that  (hey  never  pursue  an 
impolitic  course.  "The  rise  in  price  would  not  im- 
mediately follow;  but  they  would  wait  until  the 
manufacturers  of^  railroad  iron  in  this  country 
were  prostrated,  and  then  we  would  probably  find 
that  the  railroad  interest  in  this  country  had 
gained  nothing. 

1  am  ready  to  concur  in  some  measure  which 
will  give  substantial  relief  to  this  inlerrst;  but  if 
we  cannot  gel  a  reduction  of  duty  to  twenty  per 
cent.  I  think,  according  to  the  reasoning  of  the 
memorialist  from  Tennessee,  to  whom  I  hove  al- 
luded, it  would  be  belter  to  suspend  the  collection, 
say  for  three  years  after  the  roads  shall  have  been 
put  in  operation  from  one  terminus  to  the  olher. 
If  that  cannot  be  done,  and  it  be  the  sentiment  of 
the  Senate  that  we  hod  better  suspend  the  duly 
Tor  five  or  six  years,  I  should  be  constrained  by 
the  interests  which  I  represent  to  go  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  on  this  subject. 

I  have  thrown  out  these  suggestions  fnr  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  this  Is  a  subject  whinh 
requires  mature  consideration,  in  every  aspect  of 
the  question,  ond  that  we  cannot  safely  decide  it 
upon  such  considerations  as  may  be  given  it  in 
one  or  two  mornings. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Reference  has  been  80  often 
made  to  the  stole  of  things  in  Europe  as  a  reason 
why  this  proposition  should  not  prevoil,  that  I 
must  briefly  notice  the  suggestion  mode  by  ihe 
Senator  from  New  York  and  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  upon  that  point.  They  have  referred 
to  the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of  the  probable 
existence  of  a  state  of  war  over  the  continent  of 
Europe,  our  American  stocks  have  fallen  in  the 
European  market;  and  they  seem  to  infi^r  insnme 
way,  I  hardly  know  on  what  ground,  that  this  is 
o  reason  why  this  step  should  nol  be  taken.  Sir, 
it  strikes  me  thai,  as  for  as  it  is  proper  for  that 
consideration  to  have  any  effect  on  this  bill,  it  is 
a  very  decided  argument  in  its  favor;  for  it  is  well 
known  that  the  railroad  iron  which  we  import  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  our  railroad  system  ia 
usually  paid  for  by  the  sole  of  American  sti>cka 
in  the  European  market;  and  if  a  stale  of  ihings 
has  taken  place  since  those  railroads  were  com- 
menced by  which  our  stocks  have  been  depreciated 
in  the  market,  at  the  same  lime  that  the  cost  of  rail- 
road iron  has  been  nearly  doubled  in  price,  ir  would 
seem  to  be  a  reason  why  the  duty  should  be  re- 
moved, in  order  that  the  stocks  may  nol  be  further 
depressed,  and  the  expense  of  finishing  the  roada 
may  not  be  still  further  enhanced. 

Then,  sir,  an  argument  has  been  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  California,  and  perhaps  by  oth- 
ers, that  there  is  something  unfair  in  allowing  rail- 
road iron  to  come  in  free  for  the  making  of  ruada 
which  are  now  in  progress,  inasmuch  as  those 
just  completed  have  paid  duly  on  their  iron.  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  that  Senator  and  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact,  that  at  the  time  the  roads  to 
which  he  refers  were  made,  the  price  of  railroad 
iron  ranged  perhaps  from  forty  to  fifty  dollars  a 
ton,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is  now,  from  seventy  to 
seventy-five  dollars.  If  my  amendment  be  adopted, 
and  the  bill,  thus  amended, be  passed,  the  railroad 
iron  for  the  completion  of  the  roads  now  under 
construction  will  come  in  free  of  duty,  butstillth* 
iron  will  cost  them  more  than  it  costs  those  irbo 
have  completed  their  road,  even  when  they  paid' 
the  duty.  When,  therefore,  we  cx>me  to  look  at 
the  existing  Slate  of  facts,  we  find  that  this  argu- 
ment vanishes  upon  a  closer  examination  of  the 
case. 

I  do  not  see  that  there  is.  the  slightest  proba- 
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biliiy  ihat  tlie  price  of  railroftd  iron  will  be  much 
reduced  in  the  market  durin";  the  time  that  this 
siiapension  of  di4ty  is  lo  operate.  It  is  now  up  to 
tlie  highest  point.  It  is  up  to  a  point  so  hitch  that 
the  remission  of  the  duties  cannot,  in  any  way, 
prejudice  the  interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  that 
article.  It  is  up  to  that  point  which,  by  any  rules 
of  protection,  for  which  some  contend,  the  duty 
still  would  not  be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  our 
manufacturing  establishments  to  continue  success- 
fully in  their  operations.  I  see  no  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  the  price  is  to  diminish  within  the 
next  three  years;  and  you  must  bear  in  mind  that 
my  propoaiiion  is  only  for  three  years,  from  the 
firstof  July  next.  If  the  European  war  goes  on, 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  price  will  be 
reduced.  If  the  war  does  not  go  on,  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  thai  it  will,  because  the  present 
price  arose  out  of  facts  in  existence  before  the 
probabilities  of  war  arose. 

But,  air,  the  Senator  from  Maryland  has  asked 
■why  I  fixed  the  first  of  July  last  as  the  day  for 
the  commencement  of  this  system.  It  was  simply 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  necessary  to  fix  some 
time.  If  1  had  fixed  the  first  of  January  last,  he 
might  have  asked  with  the  same  propriety  why 
that  day  was  named,  or  why  any  one  day  more 
than  another.  It  was  necessary  to  fix  some  day; 
and  I  went  back  to  the  first  of  July  last,  because 
that  was  about  the  period  at  which  the  price  of 
railroad  iron  got  up  nearly  to  its  maximum. 

Mr.  PllATT.  My  inquiry  was  why  the  hon- 
orable Senator  should  desire  to  give  any  retro- 
active efl'ect  to  the  measure  at  all?  Our  ordinary 
legislation  is  to  go  into  effect  from  the  time  the 
Itiw  passes.  iMy  difficulty  wajs,  not  that  last  July 
should  have  been  fixed,  but  why  the  provision 
should  be  retrospective  at  all.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
upon  that  point.     It  was  necessary  to   fix  some 

fieriod,  according  to  my  idea,  and  I  fixed  July 
ast  because  that  was  the  time  when  the  price  of 
railroad  iron  was  approaching  lo  about  its  inax- 
iinuin;  and  it  has  continued  at  a  very  high  price 
since  then.  I  know  the  increase  commenced 
prior  to  that  period. 

I  thought  It  necessary  to  go  back  somewhat 
for  another  reason:  a  large  amount  of  iron  has 
been  approaching  our  shores,  and  is  ready  to  be 
laid  down;  and  a  ^reat  deal  of  it  is  now  in  bond, 
but  has  not  been  Uid  down.  I  think  it  proper  to 
extend  the  provision  so  as  to  apply  to  this,  as 
well  as  to  that  which  may  arrive  within  the  next 
fewdaya.  This  iron  has  been  bought  under  these 
increased  prices;  and  coming  in  under  the  increased 
prices,  I  think  it  right  to  extend  the  operation  of 
the  provision  back  so  as  to  cover  it. 

My  object  is  to  enable  the  railroads  now  in  pro- 
cess of  construction,  or  which  have  been  com- 
menced,to  becomnleted.  If  a  pecuniary  revulsion 
is  to  come,  as  gentlemen  predict,  is  it  not  wise  that 
we  should  secure  the  completion  of  these  roads,  if 
possible,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  a  total  loss?  It 
will  relieve  us  very  much  against  the  severity  of 
such  a  crisis  if  these  roads  can  be  put  in  such  a 
position  that  their  stock  will  be  available,  and 
some  assurance  given  Ihat  it  will  not  be  a  total 
loss.  The  apprehension  of  a  pecuniary  crisis  is, 
therefore,  a  very  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the 
pa.ssage  of  this  measure,  if  there  is  no  insuperable 
objection  to  it  on  other  grounds. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  has  been  asked,  sir,  what 
difference  would  be  made  as  to  the  North  Carolina 
railroad,  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Illinois  should  be  adopted, 
and  the  bill  be  passed,  as  it  should  be  passed,  now, 
or  a  month  hence?  I  answer,  none  in  the  world; 
but  then  we  have  another  alternative.  Suppose 
that  is  not  passed,  (tnd  the  proposition  offered  by 
that  Senator  does  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Senate;  it  becomes,  then,  a  matter  of  supreme  im- 
portance, if  it  is  to  be  of  any  value  to  the  Stale 
which  I  represent,  that  the  bill  as  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  shall  be  passed  at  once. 
W  e  have  an  immense  amount  of  iron  now  in  bond. 
It  ought  to  be  laid  down.  The  company  expect, 
in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  four 
thousand  tons  more.  What  are  they  to  do  ?  Let 
the  iron  remain  in  bond  and  suspend  operations 
upon  the  road,  waiting  for  the  prospect  of  passing 
this  bill?  One  great  end  of  the  substitute  in  the 
shape  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
was,  by  giving  to  that  company  «nd  all  others 
which  should  be  in  the  like  situation,  an  opportu- 


nity of  obtaining  the  credit  to  enable  them  lo  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  lay  down  the  iron  without  paying 
the  duty.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  bill  is  to  remain 
in  that  shape,  time,  so  far  as  thematter  of  relief  is 
concerned,  is  the  very  essence  of  the  measure. 
*  Now,  air,  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  time 
of  postponement;  for  I  intend  to  confine  myself  to 
the  queniion  before  the  Senate,  and  not  to  diticuss 
the  general  merits  of  the  bill.  The  motion  now 
pending  before  the  Senate,  if  I  understand  it,  is 
the  motion  to  postpone  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PRATT.  No,  sir;  the  question  is,  I  be- 
lieve, on  my  motion  to  postpone  until  Monday 
week. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  postpone  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  President  says  the  ques- 
tion is  on  postponing  the  bill  until  to-morrow.  I 
have  already  eaid  that  1  have  no  objection  to  that 
postponement,  because  I  think  it  is  right.  I  think 
it  is  due  to  one  of  the  honorable  Senato|;p  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  is  expected  to  be  here  to-day, 
and  who  expected  to  be  here  so  as  to  have  been  I 
in  his  place  to-day,  that  he  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  present  at  the  discussion  of  this  ! 
bill.  I  am  opposed  to  the  further  postponement 
which  the  Senator  from  Maryland  proposes,  to 
Monday  week,  and  I  am  opposed  to  it  particu- 
larly and  specially  on  account  of  the  illustration 
which  the  Senator  from  California  gave  of  the 
necessity  of  postponement.  I  do  not  think  we 
ought  always  to  postpone  measures,  because  par- 
ticular Senators  may  happen  to  be  absent  when 
they  are  under  consideration. 

The  Senator   from    Maryland  also  mentioned 
that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Pearce]  was  absent,  and  | 
that  his  State  was  greatly  interested  in  this  matter.  1 
Sir,  1  parted  from  his  colleague   yesterday;   we 
occupy  lodgings  in  the  same  house;  and   I  heard 
no  intimation  from  him,  certainly  he  expressed 
none  lo  me,  that  he  desired  that  there  should  be  ; 
a  postponement  of  the  proposition  which  I  an-  | 
nounced  that  I  intended  to  submit,  to  lake  up  this  | 
bill.     He  suggested  nothing   of  the  kind;  and  I 
presumed,  in   fact,  that  my    absent  friend  from 
Maryland  was  rather  too  reasonable  lo  think  that 
it  would  be  fair  and  right  that  this  measure  should  | 
be  postponed  because  he  was  going  away,  when 
he  knew  that  I  had  asked  that  it  should  be  taken 
up,  because  I  was  going  away  myself.     I  have  no  j 
objection    to  a   postponement   until   tomorrow, 
when,  I  hope,  one  of  the  Senators  from  Pennsyl-  | 
vania  will  be  here,  and  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  though  Ido  object  lo  a  postponement  | 
until  Monday  week.  , 

Mr.  PRATT.    Mr.  President,  it  is  known,  I  ' 
believe,  by  the  Senate,    that  one  Senator   from  [ 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cooper]  has  been  detained  by 
severe  illness,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  he  | 
contemplates  being  here  to-morrow.  1  understand  1 
that  the  other  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  j 
BrodheadJ  is  also  severely  indisposed  at  Harris-  | 
burg,  in  his  own  State,  but   1  hope  he  will  be  in  ' 
his  seat  by  theday  indicated  by  me.  My  colleague 
[Mr.  Pearce]  did  not  intimate  to  me  his  feelings 
in  regard  to  this  bill,  and  1  only  assumed  on  be- 
half of  the  State  which  he  and  1  represent,  that  he 
would  desire  to  be  here  during  the  discussion  of  a 
measure  of  so  much  importance  to  thegreat  inter- 
ests of  that  State.  .We  have  manufactories  in  our 
Stale  for  rolling   this  description    of  iron.     We 
know  that  thev  will  be  broken   up,  and  all  the 
capital  invested  in  them — some  half  a  million  of 
dollars  perhaps — lost  by  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
I,  therefore,  knowing  the  regard  which  my  col- 
league has  for  all  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
assumed  that  he  would  be  desirous  of  being  pres- 
ent when  a  measure  so  destructive  of  that  interest 
was  about  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  You  have  one  company  in 
yourStote,  I  believe,havingacapitalof$l,000,000. 
Mr.  PRATT.  There  are  many  millions  in- 
vested in  the  iron  business  in  my  State,  but  I 
spoke  of  a  particular  interest,  that  of  making  rail- 
road iron.  There  is  one  company  alone  which, 
the  Senator  from  New  York  says,  has  a  capital 
of  «l,OO0,O0O  invested  in  this  interest;  and  that 
will  be  entirely  deafroyed  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  Now,  is  It  right  that,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  capitalists  engaged  in  making  these 
roads,  who  have  entered  on  their  construction  for 
their  individual  interest  and  not  for  the  public 
good — for  I  assume  that  capital  seeks  investment, 
not  for  public,  but  for  individual  advantage — is  it 


right,  I  ask,  that  for  this  purpose,  the  millions  of 
dollars  invested  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  iron 
to  supply  the  roads  should  be  stricken  down  by 
the  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  without  prep- 
aration, and  without  the  greatest  interests  of  the 
country  being  represented  here? 

But  I  rose  only  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  I 
think  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  is  wrong 
in  supposing  ihat  the  question  is  to  be  first  taken 
upon  the  motion  lo  postpone  until  to-morrow.  I 
have  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  subject  be 
postponed  until  Monday  week.  I  believe,  accord- 
ing to  all  parliamentary  rule,  the  question  is  first 
taken  upon  the  longest  lime.  It  is  upon  my  mo- 
lion  to  postpone  until  Monday  week  that  the  Senate 
have  ordered  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  examined 
the  rule.  The  mmion  first  made  is  first  to  be  pat 
lo  the  Senate.  The  nibtion  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  was  to  postpone  until  to-morrow. 
The  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
was  to  postpone  lo  Monday  week.  Both  motions 
being  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  the  motion  first 
made  is  first  to  be  put  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  beg  to  say  a  word  in  cor- 
rection. I  did  not  assume  at  all  that  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland,  who  is  absent,  [Mr. 
Pearce,]  was  otherwise  than  deeply  interested 
in  attending  to  everything  that  belongs  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  honorable  Stale  which  he  represents  on 
this  floor.  No  doubt,  sir,  he  feels  the  same  deep 
interest  that  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  who  is 
present,  [Mr.  Pratt,]  does,  in  whatever  is  enti- 
tled to  his  special  attention  and  care.  But  what 
1  I  meant  to  say  was,  thai  1  did  not  understand  from 
that  Senator,  knowing  the  situation  in  which  I 
was  placed,  that  he  would  desire  me  to  forego  the 
applicjilion  to  the  Senate,  of  which  1  had  before 
given  notice,  to  lake  up  this  bill.  Having  said 
that,  sir,  in  justice  lo  an  absent  friend  of  whom  I 
know  that  there  is  no  interest  under  Heaven, 
which  it  is  his  duty  to  protect,  which  he  is  not 

frepared  lo  protect  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
wish  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  discrimination 
which  the  Senator  from  Maryland  has  drawn 
between  the  persons  who  are  engaged  in  making 
railroads  and  the  manufacturers  of  railroad  iron. 
He  says  these  railroad-companies  are  engaged  in 
prosecuting  their  enterprises  for  their  own  bene- 
fit, and  not  for  the  public  good ;  and  is  it  not  enor- 
mous, he  asks,  that  an  advantage  shall  be  given  lo 
them  at  the  expense  of  the  manufacturers  of  rail- 
road iron  ?  Now,  I  wish  lo  know  if  the  manu- 
facturers of  railroad  iron  are  not  also  engoged  in 
Eroseculing  their  business  for  their  own  pecuniary 
enefit,  and  not  for  the  public  good?  Am  I  to 
understand  from  the  Senator  from  Maryland  that 
the  iron  manufacturers  in  Maryland  prosecute 
their  business  for  the  public  good,  and  not  for 
their  private  interest? 

iMr.  PRATT.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me  lo 
answer  him? 

Mr.  BADGER.  Certainly. 
M  r.  PRATT.  I  will  answer  both  the  questions 
of  the  Senator.  I  did  not  intimate,  and  no  other 
member  of  the  Senate,  except  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor, understood  me  to  intimate,  that  my  colleague 
was  less  desirous  of  protecting  the  interests  of  his 
constituents  than  myself.  Certainly  no  other  Sen- 
ator than  the  honoratjie  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina.so  understood  me.  The  Senator  said,  and  I 
agree  with  him,  that  he  would  not  have  been  so 
unreasonable  as  to  ask  of  the  Senator  his  consent 
10  the  postponement  of  the  bill.  As  I  understood 
the  Senator  in  his  original  'speech,  he  said  he 
had  parted  with  my  colleague  last  night;  they 
boarded  at  the  same  house;  and  he  had  not  indi- 
cated any  wish  upon  the  subject  of  this  bill. 
That  is  all  very  true,  I  have  no  doubt.  I  stated, 
further,  that  he  had  indicated  no  wish  to  me  upon 
the  subject;  but  I  thought  1  knew  what  his  feel- 
ings and  wishes  would  be,  by  supposing  thai  I 
knew  what  were  the  interests  and  feelings  of  his 
constituents.  I  therefore  do  not  choose  to  be  put 
in  the  position  of  makingan  allegation  here  against 
the  desire  of  my  colleague  to  represent  correctly 
the  interests  of  his  constituents. 

Now,  in  regard  lo  the  other  point.  The  sophis- 
try of  the  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  will 
be  perceived  by  every  one  who  looks  at  it  for  a 
single  moment.  What  did  I  say?  Thatthecap- 
ilalists  engaged  in  innking  railroads  had  engaged 
in  them  for  their  self-interest.  The  Senator  con- 
cedes it;  but  he  says  that  my  consliluenta  who 


prtized  by 


Google 


893 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  11, 


are  engaged  in  making  railroad  iron  are  engaged 
in  that,  too,  for  their  intereali  and,  he  Bays,  there 
ifl  no  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  the  two. 
Now,  1  submit  to  his  own  mind,  which,  when 
unbiased  by  prejudice,  is  as  clear  as  anybody's, 
whether  there  is  not  this  manil'est  difl'erence:  that 
my  constituents,  who  have  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness, have  engaged  in  it  by  virtue  of  the  law  of 
the  land,  by  which  they  were  to  receive  the  pro- 
tection which  you  are  about  to  take  away;  while 
his  constituents,  engaged  in  the  making  of  roads 
for  their  interest,  have  engaged  in  it  with  equal 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  the  land  that  they  were 
to  pay  the  duty  which  his  bill  proposes  to  takeoff? 
That  is  the  distinction. 

Mr.  BADGER.  .  Mr.  President,  it  is  possible 
that  I  may  not  be  able  to  perceive  the  clearness  of 
the  distinction.  Now  let  us  see  how  it  is.  The 
distinction  which  the  Senator  first  stated  was,  that 
those  concerned  in  railroads  were  engaged  in 
prosecutingtheir  enterprises  for  their  own  advant- 
age, and  not  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  PRATT.    That  is  true. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Very  well,  sir.  Ifthatbethe 
distinction,  of  course  that  must  be  the  circumstance 
in  which  they  difi'er  from  those  who  are  engaged 
in  manufacturing  iron.  He  states  a  distinction 
between  the  two  classes  of  cases,  and  be  com- 
plains that  one  should  be  promoted  at  the  expense 
of  the  other;  and  that  distinction  is,  that  the  per- 
sons of  one  class  are  engaged  in  prosecuting  their 
enterprises  for  their  own  private  benefit,  and  not 
for  the  public  good.  Now,  I  ask  if  it  does  not 
result,  if  there  is  any  propriety  in  the  discrimina- 
tion stated,  that  the  persons  of  the  other  class  are 
engaged  in  prosecutmg  their  work  for  the  public 
good?  Why,  clearly  BO.  But  now  tlie  Senator 
says  he  admits  both  are  prosecuting  their  enter- 
prises for  their  own  benefit,  and  not  for  the  public 
good.  Then,  in  that  respect,  they  stand  on  the 
same  foundation.  But  he  says  those  who  are 
engaged  in  manufacturing  iron  undertook  to  man- 
ufacture it  on  the  expectation  that  they  would  re- 
ceive a  certain  amount  of  protection.  True;  but 
for  what  was  the  protection  to  be  given?  It  was 
to  put  them  on  a  footing  with  their  European 
rivals.  Now,  as  my  friend  from  Illinois  has  slated 
this  morning,  the  price  of  railroad  iron,  which 
was  formerly  from  forty-five  to  fifty  dollars  a  ton, 
has  risen  to  be  between  seventy  and  eighty  dollars 
a  ton.  Then  the  question  is  not  whether  these 
manufacturers  shall  retain  the  protection  which 
ihey  had,  and  which  might  have  been  just,  neces- 
sary, and  proper  when  foreign  iron  could  be 
procured  at  forty-five  or  fifty  dollars  a  ton;  but 
whether  it  is  right,  just,  and  fair  to  the  industrial 
pursuits  of  the  country  generally,  that  they  shall 
retain  the  same  amount  of  ratio  of  duty  when 
railroad  iron  has  risen  up  to  seventy-five  dollars 
a  ton?  The  question,  in  other  words,  is,  whether, 
when  the  foreign  price  of  the  article  is  such  that 
they  no  longer  need  protection,  they  shall  have  a 
greater  protection  than  they  had  when  they  did 
need  it!     That  is  the  whole  question. 

But,  Mr.  President,  although  I  assumed  for  the 
purpose  of  the  argument,  deeming  it  immaterial, 
that  the  two  classes  of  persons  stood  upon  the 
same  footing,  as  each  pursuing  their  own  interest ; 
and  though  it  is  true  in  regard  to  railroad  compa- 
nies that  their  ultimate  interest  must  be  the  object 
with  those  who  are  chiefly  engaged  in  them;  yet 
it  is  also  true,  as  we  all  know,  that  many  persons 
make  investments  in  railroad  companies,  at  least 
in  the  southern  country,  not  with  the  prospect  or 
hope  of  makingjirofit  upon  their  investment,  but 
of  aiding  in  the  general  diffusion  of  prosperity  to 
the  country  of  which  they  are  members,  and  trust- 
ing for  their  return,  not  to  a  particular  pecuniary 
benefit  from  the  individual  road,  but  to  tlieir  share 
in  the  common  results  of  the  prosperity  which 
shall  be  diffused  by  it  through  the  wnole  country 
in  which  they  live.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  so 
in  other  portions  of  the  country.  Therefore,  it 
seems  to  me,  to  make  the  most  of  this  case,  that 
those  gentlemen  who  are  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing iron  no  longer  need  the  protective  duty  which 
they  did  when  forty-five  dollars  a  ton  was  paid  for 
it;  and  hence  it  is  not  at  all  unfair  or  ungenerous, 
it  is  not  what  they  should  complain  of  at  all,  that 
these  duties  should  be  suspendeil  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  these  struggling  ronds,  the  proprietors 
of  which  are  straining  every  nerve  to  raise  money 
to  accomplish  the  establishment  of  these  great 
thoroughfarea  of  quick  travel  through  the  country, 


I  and  who,  though  they  may  seek  their  own  indi- 
'  vidual  benefit,  and  their  own  alone,  can  only  ac- 
complish it  by  doing  a  great  good  to  the  country 
1  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  respective 
enterprises. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  you  will  thereby  allo^ 
roads,  without  paying  duty,  to  be  put  into  suc- 
cessful competition  with  other  railroads.  The  re- 
marks of  my  friend  from  Illinois  have  shown  that 
it  will  only  put  the  roads  now  being  made  upon 
a  footing  with  the  old  ones;  but  suppose  it  were 
otherwise;  is  there  any  harm  in  competition  ?  Is 
a  railroad  monopoly  no  evil  ?  Have  we  not  found 
{  it  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  of  evils  ?  is  it  not  an  evil 
to  travelers  to  subject  them  to  the  exactions  of  a 
single  company  without  opposition?  Is  it  not  an 
evil  to  the  Government?  Have  we  not  found  it 
to  be  80  ?  Have  not  these  roads  been  able  to  dic- 
tate their  own  terms  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail?  What  harm  will  arise  to  us  if  we  have  lines 
of  con^petition  ?  Conveyances  are  improved, 
prices  are  lessened,  conveniences  are  increased, 
and  every  advantage  is  secured  by  getting  rid  of 
an  entire  monopoly,  and  giving  us  the  advantage 
which  always  resulls  from  fair  and  full  competi- 
tion. So  that,  in  any  respect,  I  do  not  see  that 
the  measure  is  liable  to  the  objection.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  that  1  was  drawn  into  making  these  re- 
marks on  the  subject.  I  hope  the  question  will  be 
taken  on  the  postponement. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  question;  nor 
do  1  intend  to  advert  to  the  matter  of  protection  in 
reference  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill;  but  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  whether  you 
take  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Illinois  or  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  is  a  proposition  to  make  a  partial  revis- 
ion of  the  tariff  system  of  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  a  bounty,  not  only  pros- 
pectively, but  retrospectively,  upon  particular  rail- 
roads of  this  country.  That  is  the  proposition  in 
point  of  truth  and  fact.  It  is  to  confer  a  bounty, 
prospectively,  and  also  retrospectively,  to  the  1st 
of  July  last,  on  particular  railroad  companies  of 
the  United  States.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  prin- 
ciple of  legislation.  I  do  not  desire  to  see  the 
tariff  revised  in  a  partial  mode.  I  think  it  does 
require  revision.  I  have  understood  that  that 
question  was  before  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  1  had  hoped  that  even  before  this  lime  they 
would  have  favored  us  with  llieir  views  of  a  gen- 
eral system  of  revision.  •* 

I  can  conceive  of  a  great  variety  of  questions 
which  would  necessarily  arise  in  reference  to  the 
proper  revision  of  the  larill'  if  you  assume  the  | 
principle,  for  which  I  contend,  that  the  principle 
of  raising  a  sufficient  amount  of  revenue  under  a 
I  tariff  is  the  true  principle  to  make  the  basis  upon 
I  which  that  tariff  is  to  be  adjusted.  But  in  order 
fairly  to  adjust  a  tarilT  upon  that  basis  you  must 
have  the  whole  of  it  before  you.  Are  there  no 
other  interests  in  the  country  than  railroads?  IP 
you  are  to  exempt  them  from  the  payment  of 
duties,  and  leave  the  existing  duties  standing  on  a 
variety  of  other  interests  which  may  equally  call 
on  you  for  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  how  are  you  to 
measure  the  amount  of  that  revision  until  you 
have  the  whole  subject  before  you  ?  I  am  opposed 
to  this  bill  not  on  that  ground  alone,  but  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  because  of  its  whole  bearing  upon  the 
revenue.  It  is  a  partial  revision  of  an  important 
system,  and  ought  to  be  fully  discussed  before  a 
bill  of  this  character  is  passed.  The  notice  given 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
was  given  on  Friday  last.  The  bill  was  brought 
up  to-day  with  the  hope  of  having  it  passed  here 
to-day  or  to-morrow.  I  think  it  a  bill  of  far  more 
importance  than  many  others  which  have  taken  a 
much  longer  time  in  discussion,  and  which  have 
created  a  much  widerand  deeper  agitation  through- 
out the  country.  Nay,  sir,  1  think  the  aspects  of 
this  very  bill, one  particularly, connect  themselves 
with  other  matters  which  have  been  agitated 
throughout  the  country;  and  if  you  refer  to  the 
existing  slate  of  things  in  Pennsylvania,  I  can 
easily  see  that  a  connection  will  be  sought  to  be  j 
made  between  this  and  another  bill.  I  desire, 
before  this  bill  shall  be  passed,  that  it  shall,  at  | 
least,  be  amply  discussed  before  the  Senate. 

I  believe,  myself,  that  the  tariff  ought  to  be  re-  j 
vised;  but   I    think  that,  to    revise  it  justly,   on  j 
the  principle  which  I  am  sure  the  chairman  of  the 
Cominitt«e  on  Finance,  if  h«  were  her*,  could  not  I 


deny,  the  cardinal  object  should  be  to  look  to  rev- 
enue as  the  basis  on  which  it  should  be  adjusted. 
You  cannot  do  that  unless  you  have  the  whole 
subject  before  you.  You  must  have  the  whole  in- 
terest of  the  country  before  you,  and  all  iheduliea 
which  you  are  going  to  impose  before  yoa;  or, 
otherwise,  in  exempting  a  particular  interest  from 
the  operations  of  the  existing  law,  which  was 
passed  after  great  deliberation,  and  exempiing  it 
without  regard  to  the  pressure  arising  from  the 
rise  of  price  on  many  other  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, you  are  disposing  partially  of  a  general  sub- 
ject which  will  ultimately  lead  to  a  conflict,  whinb 
deranges  and  prevents  a  fair  adjustment  of  the 
whole  system.  For  this  reason  I  am  not  only  op- 
posed to  the  particular  bill,  but  I  think  even  if  it  be 
passed,  it  ought  to  be  more  fully  discussed  than  it 
can  be  at  present. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Aotrtt 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is,  shall  the  bill  under 
consideration  be  posiponed  until  to-morrow? 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  vote  down 
that  motion,  and  then  lake  the  question  on  ths 
longer  postponement  which  I  propose. 

Mr.  STUART.  When  I  submitted  the  motion 
to  postpone  until  to-morrow,  it  was  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  we  should  be  able  to  do  some  other  bun- 
ness  to-day.  i  have  abandoned  that  expectation 
now,  and  therefore  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  posiponed  until  Monday 
week,  and  on  that  question  I  ask  for  the  yeaaand 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  33,  nays  9;  aa  followa: 

YEA8 — MesBrd.  Adams,  Allen,  Atchison,  RnyftM.  Bell, 
Bright,  nmler,  Cass,  L'linsw,  Dodge  oflown.  Evpr.^r    "^^  - 
s*^tideii,  Fii«ll,  Foot,  Geyer,  llniiilin,  Hunter,  Jont'>  i 
Mason,   Peltit,   Pratt,   Riink,  SebastL-in,   Setrard. 
Hinith,  Stuart,  .Sumner,  Thompson  of  KeDtucky,  i  <'u'  »-j. 
Waller,  Willinms,  and  Wrif-lit— 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Uadner.  Rroirn.Clay,  Doaglas,  Cvrnw, 
Filzpairick,  Morion,  Shields,  and  Walker — 9. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE    BUSINESS. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the  da^ 
to  do  any  thing  in  Executive  session.  I  move, 
therefore,  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  na^soa 
that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken, 
with  the  following  result: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bayard,  Bell,  Bri^t, 
Brown,  Cass,  Chase,  Clay,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fish, 
Filzpairick,  Foot.  Hatnlin,  Morion,  Petlil,  Seward,  Smitti, 
Smart,  Suuuier,  Thompson  of  Keiilueky,  Walker,  «a4 
Wricht— 24. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alien,  Butler,  DddgeorU'i-icon- 
sin,  Iloilije  of  Iowa,  Douj{la^,  Evans,  Geyer,  Gwin.  IIon- 
ler,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mason,  I'ratl,  Iln-k,  Selw.suau, 
Shields,  Slidell,  Timcey,  VVeller,  and  WiUiams— 21. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TrKSDAT,  ^pril  11,  1854.  < 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  -  Praf 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  readiind  approv 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  coi 
municalion  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slate 
in  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  i 
3d  instant,  calling  for  copies  of  all  correspondence 
that  may  have  taken  place  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Si>ain  io 
relation  to  the  refusal  by  the  autfiorities  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  sometime  in  the  summer  of  1852, 
to  permit  the  United  States  mail  steamer  Crescent 
City  to  land  the  mail  or  the  passengers  destined 
for  that  Island  in  Havana,  stating  that  copies  of 
the  correspondence  called  forbad  been  transmitted 
to  the  House  in  response  to  a  former  resolution  of 
that  body. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  that  the  communica- 
tion be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  DEAN.  All  similar  communications  hare 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfTaira, 
and  I  hope  this  will  take  that  direction. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will  not  insist  upon  my  ro(v> 
tion,  if  it  is  aot  in  accordance  with   the   usual 
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The  communication  was  therefore  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  bs  correctly  enrolled  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles;  which  were  signed  by  the  Speaker: 

H.  K.  No.  202.  An  net  for  the  relief  of  Heze- 
kiah  Johnson,  of  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont; 

H.  R.  No.  127.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
F.  Green; 

H.  R.  No.  170.  Anactfortherelief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  Lieutenant  John  E. 
Bisjiham; 

H.  R.  No.  54.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Madison 
Parton; 

H.  R.  No.  179.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Emelie 
Hooe,  widow  of  Captain  Hooe; 

H.  R.  No.  194.  An  act  to  provide  a  pension 
for  Silas  Champion,  of  Genessee  county.  State  of 
New  York;  ^ 

H  R.  No.  177.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lyroan 
N.  Cook; 

H.  R.  No.  201.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aaron 
Stafford; 

H.  R.  No.  193.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alton 
Nelson; 

H.  R.  No.  166.  An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  districts  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota;  and 

H.  R.  No.  124.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel 
Hudson. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  a  bill  granting  lands  equally 
to  the  several  States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
railroads,  aitd  for  the  support  of  schools,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bennett]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York.  I  would  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  theTollowing  resolution: 

Reaolved,  Thai  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  be  re- 
quested lo  inquire  into  itie  pmpriely  of  publishing  such 
part  of  the  Veimas  of  1650  atd  related  to  vita]  and  iiiorlalily 
8faiii>iic9  for  dintributiou  among  ihe  meilical  faculty  of  the 
United  Statea. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  resolution  was 
introduced  and  adopted. 

*  Mr.  HIESTER.  I  would  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution,  which 
is  one  merelv  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  Does  the  time  con- 
sumed in  the  introduction  of  these  resolutions 
come  out  of  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  does. 

Mr.  DAVIS.     Then  I  object. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  If  the  resolution  be  read  I  am 
sure  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  DAVIS..   I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  re- 
queKted  lo  communicate  to  Uiis  House  such  information 
concerning  Ihe  frandd  on  (he  Pension  Office,  mentioned  in 
the  Intp  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
and  any  other  similar  frauds  which  may  have  since  been 
discovered,  as  will  eihibit  the  nature  and" extent  thereof. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

Mr.  WELLS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  in  reference  to  cheap  postage; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  GUSMAN,  OP  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  1  would  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  for  leave  to  report  back 
from  the  Qpnimitteeon  Private  Land  Claims  Sen- 
ate bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Gusman,  of  Louisiana." 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  What  peculiar  importance  is 
there  in  that  bill  that  it  should  be  reported  before 
other  bills  in  the  hands  of  members  of  the  stand- 
ing committees? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  asks  to  b* 
permitted  to  report  bark  the  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  What  disposition  does 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  propose  to  make  of  the 
bill? 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  The  bill  merely  proposes  to 
confirm  a  land  title.  It  has  passed  the  Senate 
twice,  and  has  been  carefully  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims.  It  merits 
consideration,  and  I  hope  that  the  House  will  act 
upon  il  now. 


The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  to,  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  bill  will  be  gone  into  now. 

Mr.  KERR,  and  several  other  Mehbehs,  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection. 

The  SPEAKER.  Half  a  dozen  gentlemen 
object. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  Then,  sir,  if  objection  is 
made,  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  I  would  re- 
spectfully ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to 
have  that  bill  put  upon  its  passage.  Its  passage 
is  asked  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims.  It  has  passed  the  Senate  twice,  and  has 
been  reported  favorably  upon  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  in  the  House.  It  is  a  claim 
I  which  is  also  recommended  by  the  Land  Office. 
The  gentleman  interested  is  a  Creole,  who  knows 
j  very  little  of  our  language.  He  is  here  with  his 
family  at  much  expense,  and  has  been  here  for 
some  lime,  and  the  bill  simply  proposes  to  correct 
a  little  informality  in  respect  to  his  title. 

I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  The  Representative  of. the  claimant  is 
obliged  to  leave  the  city,  and  when  the  bill  comes 
up  there  will  be  no  one  from  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, who  has  examined  the  case,  to  give  that  ex- 
planation which  I  am  prepared  to  give  now. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  say  that  the  bill  reported  by  me  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  postponed 
till  this  morning.  I  have  been  requested  by  sev- 
eral members  to  ask  a  further  postponement  of 
the  consideration  of  that  bill  for  two  weeks,  and 
I  anl  willing  that  it  shall  be  so  postponed,  if  it  is 
the  unanimous  wish  of  the  House. 

The*amendment  which  has  been  proposed  to  it 
is  one  that  will  undoubtedly  give  rise  lo  discus- 
sion, and  occupy  some  time.  If  il  is  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  postpone  it  for  two 
weeks,  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  can  go  on 
with  bis  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  proposes  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of^  the  bill  first  in  order,  being  the  bill  reported 
by  himself  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
until  this  day  two  weeks.  If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, that  oroer  will  be  made. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  What  is 
the  order  proposed  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  postponement  for  two 
weeks  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  WARREN.    What  ia  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  reported  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  object  to  its  further 
postponement.  It  has  been  postponed  once  al- 
ready. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  question  will  be 
upon  po.stponing  it. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  hope  it  will  be  postponed. 
That  will  suit  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  will  certainly  suit  mine.  My 
amendment  will  come  up  at  the  same  lime  as  the 
bill,  and  we  are  both  obliged  to  be  absent  from  the 
city.  I  therefore  hope  the  House  will  consent  to 
the  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  now  pend- 
ing;  but  the  motion  to  postpone  lo  a  day  certain 
takes  precedence. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  understood  that  the  Speaker 
did  not  entertain  that  motion  the  other  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stood the  Chair. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
the  question  is  on  referring  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.  No;  it  is  on  postponing  the 
bill  for  two  weeks.  That  is  the  question,  and  it 
must  be  first  put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  isnot  in 
order  to  move  now  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  states  again  that 
that  motion  ia  already  pending. 

Mr.  WARREN.  That  is  the  disposition  I  desire 
to  be  made  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.     But  the  motion  to  postpone 


to  a  day  certain  takes  precedence  by  express 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Ben- 
nett] that  he  name  a  later  period  for  the  post- 
ponement. I  would  ask  the  Chair  if  it  is  not 
competent  for  him  to  do  so  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent  for  him  to 
name  a  later  period:  and  the  question  would  be 
first  taken  on  the  latest  period  named. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  be 
absent  from  the  city  after  the  period  named  by 
him. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  And  I  shall  be  absent  at 
the  period  of  time  he  indicates. 

The  SPEAKER.  What  time  does  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  propose  to  which  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  shall  be  postponed? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  propose  the  first  day  of 
June. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  That  period  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  for  me. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  think  it  best  to  move 
to  postpone  it  until  after  the  Nebraska  bill  ia 
acted  upon.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order, 
as  the  genileman  from  Illinois  must  be  aware. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  postponethe 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  fifteenth  day  of 
July  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  th* 
bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  demand  the  yeasand  nays  upon 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  65,  nays  76;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen, 
Barksdale,  Benton,  ilocock,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Chaslain, 
<7hrisnian,  Clark,  Cobb,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dent.  Dowdell,  Drum,  Dunbar,  l)unham,  Kddy,  Edgerlon, 
Edmundson,  Elliott,  Ellison,  English,  Fuller,  Goode,  Ham- 
ilton, Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hibbard, 
George  W.Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  iCeitt,  Knox,  Lane,  La- 
tham, Lindsley,  Maxwell,  May,  Smith  Miller,  Nichols, 
Olds,  Parker,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Richardson,  Thomn? 
Ritchey,  Rohbins,  Riiflin,  Sapp,  Shaw,  Shower,  Oerril 
Smith,George  W.Smvth,  David  Stuart,  Vansant,  Walker, 
Warren,  Ellihu  B.  \Va8hburne,  Wells,  John  Wentworth, 
Daniel  II.  Wright,  and  Yates — 65. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Ball,  Belcher,  BenneU,  Benson,  Bissell, 
Bliss.  Bugg,  Campben,Carpenier.Chandler,(;hasp,  Church- 
well,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Culloin,  Thomas  Davis,  Dickinson, 
Edmands,  Elheridge,  Everhart,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler, 
Florence,  Goodrich,  Grey,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Hastings,  Haven,  Hiesler,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  Kerr,  Kittredge,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lindtey,  McMul- 
lin.  Mace,  Mayall,  .Meacham,  Middleswartit,  John  G.  Mil- 
ler, Morgan,  Morrison,  Andrew  Oliver,  .Mordecai  Oliver, 
Peck,  John  Perkins,  Pratt,  Ready,  Kiddle,  David  Ritchie, 
Rowe,  Sabin,  Sage,  Seward,  Seyntour,  Skelton,  William 
R.  Smith,  Snodgrass,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  HeslorL.  Ste- 
vens, Andrew  Stuart^Johii  J.  Taylor, John  L.Taylor,  Na- 
thaniel G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Upham,  Vail,  Wade,  Israel 
Washburn,  and  Zollicofler — 76. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

After  the  call  of  the  vote,  Mr.  MURRAY 
stated  that  if  he  had  been  within  the  bar  of  the 
House  he  should  have  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  STRATTON  also  stated  that  if  he  had  been 
present  he  should  have  voted  in  the  negative. , 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  moves  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  this  day  two  weeks;  and  thegentleman  from 
Virginia  moves  to  strike  out  this  day  two  weeks, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "the  first  day  of  June." 
The  question  will  be  first  upon  the  latter  motion. 

Mr.  ASHE.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not  be  in  order 
until  the  pending  motions  to  postpone  to  a  day 
certain,  and  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  are  first 
disposed  of.  Then  the  motion  lo  postpone  indefi- 
nitely can  be  made,  which,  if  carried,  would  be 
tantamount  to  a  rejection  of^the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  McMuL- 
lin's  amendment;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Ben- 
nett's motion;  and  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  till  this  day  two  weeks. 

Mr.  PERKINS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned this  day  two  weeks,  and  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 
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JOHN  GUSMAN. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  request  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Nuhols,]  that  the  Sen«(e  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Gusman,  of 
Louisiana,"  which  was  reported  back  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  be  received 
and  disposed  of  by  the  House.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  bill  will  be  ordered  to  a  third  rending. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  in  extenao. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  the 
previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  know  something 
more  in  relation  to  the  bill  just  rend\  and  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  ask 
for  informnlion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Dors  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  consent  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  ? 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  Yes;  I  withdraw  it  for  the 
purpose  of  answering  the  inquiries  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make 
one  or  two  inquiries  in  relaiion  to  the  bill  befure 
the  House;  and  first,  I  desire  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Perkins,]  orfrom 
the  gentleman  representing  the  Commiitee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  [Mr.  Nichols,]  whether  there 
has  been  any  legal  proceedings  in  the  courts  of 
justice  in  regard  to  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  1  will  answer  the  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  This  bill,  Mr. 
'  Speaker,  belongs  to  a  class  of  claims  in  Louisiana 
for  which  Congress,  some  years  since,  passed 
various  acts  allowing  confirmation,  under  which 
many  similar  claims  were  confirmed.  But  in  this 
case,  by  the  laches  of  the  parties  in  interest,  who 
were  probably  unaware  of  the  necessity  for  such 
confirmation,  it  never  was  confirmed.  Subse- 
quently an  net  was  passed  by  Congress  authoriz- 
ing courts  of  justice — the  courts  of  the  United 
States — to  take  cognizance  of  a  certain  class  of 
claims  in  Louisiana.  By  virtue  of  that  oct  of 
Congress  this  case  was  presented  to  the  courts 
for  confirmation,  but  it  was  never  tried  upon  its 
merits.  The  courts  there  decided  that  the  oct 
allowing  the  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  this 
certain  class  of  claims  did  not  cover  the  class  of 
cases  where  the  lands  were  held  by  possession 
only,  and  not  by  written  evidence  of  title  derived 
from  the  United  States.  This,  I  understand,  was 
the  point  on  which  the  court  made  its  decision. 

The  lands  claimed  by  the  petitioner,  and  con- 
firmed to  him  by  this  bill,  have  been  in  the  undis- 
puted possession  of  the  party  asking  for  confirm- 
ation for  nearly  holf  o  century.  This  body — the 
House  of  Representatives — has  reported  at  a  for- 
mer session  in  favor  of  relief,  and  the  Senate  has 
reported  in  favor  of  relief.  But  when  we  came  on 
here  at  this  session  we  found  among  the  papers  in 
the  committee  room  of  the  private  land  claims,  re- 
ports regularly  drawn,  confirming  the  title,  but 
which,had  not  been  submitted  to  tiiiis  body  at  the 
last  Congress  for  want  of  time. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  another  question  to  ask 
in  relation  to  this  bill.  I  would  like  to  know  if 
the  sole  basis  on  which  this  claim  is  founded  is  the 
lengthened  possession  of  thirty-odd  yeors  in  which 
it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  claimants.' 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  The  party  in  interest,  under 
the  bill,  holds  by  an  original  purchase,  in  which 
a  consideration  was  paid. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Was  there  a  purchase  and 
payment? 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  There  was  an  original  pur- 
chase made  from  a  tribe  of  Indians,  who  were  the 
owners  at  the  time,  and  had  possession,  under 
whom  this  party  claims,  and  from  whom  he  pur- 
chased long  before  the  United  States  came  in  pos- 
session of  the  Louisiana  purchase. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  How  many  acres  were  there.' 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  The  gentlemah  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Perkiki]  can  better  answer  that  ques- 
tion than  I  can. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  thatl  cannot  state 
the  precise  number  of  acres.  It  ia  more  a  question 
of  principle.  The  land  is  not  valuable,  being 
mostly  pine  wood.  On  one  portion  of  it  there  is 
a  brick-yard;  and  that,  I  believe,  gives  the  tract 
most  of  Its  valtie. 

The  population  of  that  section  were  mostly 
French,  who  were  not  familiar  with  our  laws  and 


customs.  The  possession  has  been  continuous, 
and  the  Land  Office  reports  have  been  in  favor  of 
it;  the  Senate  has  passed  it,  and,  without  hesita- 
tion, the  commiitee  in  this  House  unanimously 
ask  its  passage.  It  is  a  simple  informality  that 
the  bill  is  intended  to  remedy. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the 
House  on  this  subject.  I  would  have  preferred 
the  bill  if  it  had  been  in  a  shape  conforming  with 
previous  legislation,  authorizing  the  claimant  to 
make  his  claim  in  the  same  manner  as  though  he 
had  held  under  a  written  agreement  orlnstrument. 
But,  under  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Perkins,]  I  make  no  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  renew  my  motion  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  main  question  being,  "  Sholl  the  bill  pass.'" 
it  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
-  Mr.  CAMPBELL.   I  now  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  withdraw  that  motion  fora  moment, 
for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  if  he  will  not  consent  to 
postpone  the  special  order  which  is  in  order  this 
morning,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  CullomJ  desires  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  If  thegentleman  from  Alabama 
will  not  postpone  it  longer,  will  he  consent  to 
postpone  it  one  or  two  hours  .' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  he  will  postpone 
it  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  COBB.  lam  perfectly  willing  to_  oblige 
any  gentleman  as  to  the  time  of  postponement.  I 
consider  the  matter  so  plain  that  it  certainly  will 
pass  when  it  shall  be  considered.  1  am  perfectly 
willing  to  iiostpone  it  for  two  weeks,  but  with  the 
understanding  that  we  shall  go  on  with  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  object  to  postponing 
it  for  two  weeks.  It  has  already  been  postponed 
once. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  I  am  disposed  to  accommo- 
date the  gentleman,  and  as  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Cullom]  wishes  to  speak  this 
morning,  I  move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order  until  two  o'clock  to-day. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  now  insist  upon  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FENTON,  it  was 

Ordcredy  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  tlie 
files  of  Ihe  lloiisp  thf!  petition  and  paper?*  of  Jonallian  Sly 
ter,  for  Ifie  purpoue  of  referring  Itiemlo  the  Pension  Office. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  now  move  that  the  House 
resolve  iiself  into  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  noys. 
I  want  to  see  who  will  vote  to  deprive  us  of  the  i 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  we  wait  for  that,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  wiH  not  have  his  hour 
to  apeak  in  commiitee.  I  hope  we  shall  go  into 
committee  now. 

M  r.  H  A  Ml  LTON.  How  long  before  the  morn- 
ing hour  will  he  out.' 

The  SPEAKER.     In  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  That  is  not  a  long  time 
enough  to  make  it  worth  whi  le  to  call  the  yeas  and 
nays  on. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  is  very  important  that  we 
should  have  those  twenty  minutes.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  OLDS.     I  demond  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  Mr.  Caup- 
BELi.'s  motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  FcLi-ER  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  (No.  48)  "  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1855." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  ihs  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Cdllom] 


was  upon  the  fl6or,  and  is  now  entitled  to  ihe 
same. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  CULLOM,  after  preliminary  remarks,  said 
that  when  he  left  Tennessee  he  had  pot  drenmed 
that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  participate  in  the 
vexed  question  which  has  sprung  on  the  Flouae 
by  the  bill  to  organize  territorial  governments  for 
Nebraska  and  Kansas.  He  came  hither  to  par- 
ticipate in  Ihe  legi.'^lation  necessary  to  our  com- 
mon country.  The  honest  claims  of  hundreds  of 
our  citizens  are  to  be  postponed,  ruled  out  of  court; 
the  stream  of  legislation  is  to  be  dammed  up  by 
this  nefarious  project,  which  he  intended  to  de- 
nounce as  a  work  of  politicians,  to  strangle  the 
legislation  of  the  country  for  personal  aggrandize- 
ment. He  believed,  in  the  face  of  God,  that  he 
should  be  a  coward  if  he  did  not  denounce  it.  He 
should  not  beaTennesseean  if  hedid  not  denounce 
this  plot  against  lh#  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Vnion, 
Yes,  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  Knosnsand  Ne- 
braska,is  thehueand  cry.  These  Hallsareinade 
vor.al  wilh  the  sound  of  these  cant  phrases;  and 
we  are  told  that  territorial  governments  must 
forthwith  be  given  them;  and  the  conipromiae  of 
1820,  the  work  of  our  fathers,  completed  in  limes 
of  great  public  excitement,  when  ihe  Union  of 
these  States  was  in  jeopardy,  is  to  be  repudiated 
and  trampled  under  foot. 

This  is  a  naked  question  of  repudiation  or  no 
refiudiation.  You  may,  he  said,  talk  to  me  aboot 
bad  faith  and  outraged  southern  honor,  but  I  tell 
you  the  North  and  the  South,  the  £^at  and  the 
West,  that  this  is  a  naked  question  whether  the 
sons,  the  descendants  of  our  patriotic  fathers,  who 
pledged  their  honor  on  a  great  and  momentous 
question,  will  repudiate  their  solemn  ubiigations 
on  a  mere  quibble  and  plea. 

The  question  had  been  sprung  on  him  like  a 
fire-bell  at  midnight.  Where,  he  asked,  was  the 
voice  of  the  people.  North  or  South,  asking  for 
the  passage  of  this  measure,  thus  to  bring  the 
Norih  and  South  by  the  ears,  and  reo(>en  the 
fountain  of  bitter  waters  and  the  agitations  which 
had  well  nigh  severed  ihis  Union? 

The  measure  came  from  a  defeated  presidential 
aspirant — defeated  in  1850.  This  was  the  starting 
point,  and  should  be  known  from  Maine  to  the* 
Pacific.  Where  are  the  South?  Where  have  they 
been?  Sleeping  on  their  watchtower  for  thirty- 
four  years?  Was  it  necessary  that  they  should  be 
waked  up  to  their  interests  by  your  big  or  little 
giants?  [Laughter.]  He  [Senator  Docglas]  ia 
the  great  Sanhedrim  of  the  Stair  of  Illinois,  [laugh- 
ter,] overshadowing  everything.  He  has  out- 
heroded  Herod,  and  oul  southed  the  South. 

He  referred  to  the  fact  that  Senator  DovcLis, 
in  1849,  1850,  and  in  1854,  regarded  the  Missouri 
compromise  os  a  binding  contract,  but  now  pro- 
poses to  repeal  it.  The  "Union,"  which  de-' 
nounced  such  a  purpose,  soon  afterwards  seized 
upon  it  as  a  means  of  nationalizing  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

He  denied  that  the  North  has  repudinted  ibe 
Missouri  compact,  and  asked  for  the  proof.  It 
could  not  be  shown. 

He  spoke  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which, 
he  contended,  does  not  contain  the  principle  of 
non-intervention  which  is  claimed  for  it;  and,  ill 
conclusion,  he  defended  the  Alissouri  compro- 
mise, and  eulogized  and  vindicated  the  memory 
of  Tennesseeans  wh'i  sustained  and  assisted  in  the 
passage  of  that  measure.  The  men  of  1854  who 
rise  here  and  asperse  their  character  shall  alwaiyt 
find  in  him  a  vindicator. 

[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Agpendix.] 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  believe  the  floor  has  been  M- 
signed  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  PuiLLirs,]  hut  aa 
the  time  is  so  near  when,  by  the  order  of  tk* 
House,  we  must  take  up  the  special  order,  with 
his  permission  I  will  now  make  the  motion  to 
lake  up  House  bill  No.  1,  the  title  of  which  is  u 
follows: 

A  bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  man- 
ufactures,  and  all  other  branches  of  industry,  by 
granting  to  every  man  who  is  the  head  of  a  fan- 
ily,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  hoioa* 
Bteod  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  oat 
of  the  public  domain,  upon  condition  of  occupancy 
and  cultivation  of  the  same  for  the  period  hcreia 
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upecilied,  and  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of 
the  pu'ilic  InndB. 

1  trust  that  every  memlier  of  the  committee  will 
Buninin  the  motion  I  have  moile. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  hour  fixed  by  the 
House  having  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  designated  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
the  bill  comes  up  without  a  motion. 

Mr.  COBB.  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  closing  debute  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  homestead  bill,  debate  was  also 
terminated  on  the  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the 
price  of  the  public  lands.  Itwas  my  anxious  de- 
sire to  express  fully  the  views  which  I  entertain 
in  reference  to  the  all-important  question  of  grad- 
uating and  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands; 
but  I  am  iirecluded  from  doing  so  under  the  five- 
tninuterule.  I  anticipated  having  such  an  oppor. 
tunity,  but  It  has  not  been  afforded  to  me.  The 
bill  Is  now  open  to  amendment;  and  I  must,  under 
the  circumstances,  submit  to  the  rules.  I  shall 
propose  such  amendmenFk  as  will,  in  my  judgment, 
carry  out  more  completely  the  oliject  contemplated 
by  the  bill.  The  bill,  as  originally  reported  by 
me,  embraced  the  homestead  policy  as  well  as  that 
for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands.  I  shall  now  move  that  the  pro- 
vision for  homesteads  be  entirely  stricken  out. 
When  that  amendment  shall  have  been  disposed 
of,  I  will  move  two  or  three  others  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  bill  conform  to  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  intention  and  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the 
House.  I  do  not  desire  to  discuss  this  measure 
now.  I  can  only  briefly  call  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers to  its  great  importance. 

The  question  of  graduating  and  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  land  is  one  which  has  had  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  so 
far  back  as  my  recollection  goes.  If  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years  ago  the  necessity  for  graduating 
and  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  land  nas  ap- 
parent to  the  country,  is  it  not  more  so  now  ?  Does 
not  each  and  every  individual  feel  the  force  of  the 
argument  that  the  public  domain  should  be  sold 
for  such  price  as  will  encourage  settlement  and 
cultivation  ?  Inasmuch  an  we  cannot  enter  into  a 
general  discussion,  I  trust  that  the  bill  will  be  fairly 
considered.  In  doing  so,  I  am  satisfied  members 
will  arrive  at  but  one  conclusion;  and  that  is,  the 
necessity  of  reducing  the  price  of  lands  which  have 
remained  unsold  in  market  for  forty  or  fifty  years. 
Would  it  be  the  policy  of  an  individual  who  had 
held  up  his  real  estate  for  a  nutnber  of  years  at 
$1  35  per  acre,  to  still  refuse  to  sell  at  such  a  price 
as  the  land  would  command  in  the  market,  and 
thus  lose  all  interest  upon  his  money  ? 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  move  that  the  committee  do  now 
rise. 

Mr.  COBB.  What  is  the  object  proposed  by 
the  rising  of  the  committee.' 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Doe«  the  gentleman  move 
to  rise  that  the  bill  may  be  reported  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SAGE.  My  motion  is  a  simple  one. 
When  the  committee  rise,  I  shall  move  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  too  early  for  the  House  to 
adjourn  yet  awhile.  I  trust,  before  rising,  the 
committee  will  consider  and  act  on  the  bill  now 
before  it. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  make  this  remark, 
and  this  remark  only:  I  trust  that  the  House  will 
make  such  a  disposition  of  the  bill  as  will  enable 
those  who  are  friendly  to  it  to  offer  their  reasons 
at  length.  Itis  my  purpose  to  attack  the  bill;  but 
before  I  make  that  attack,  I  desire  to  hear  all  that 
gentlemen  have  to  say  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  did  not  know  that  this  matter 
\rould  come  before  the  committee  to-day,  and  I 
■would  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  With  that  object,!  move 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desire  to  make  one  in- 
quiry of  the  Chair.  Is  not  the  five-minute  dis- 
cussion now  the  order  of  the  House  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Itis. 

On  the  special  order? 
Yes,  on  the  special  or- 


Mr.  HAMILTON. 
The  CHAIRMAN, 
der. 

Mr.  HAMILTON. 


We  cannot  get  rid  of  this 
bill  in  any  way.  It  must  be  considered  until  it 
13  disposed  of.  If  we  rise  now,  and  then  go  back 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  it  will  still  be  theofder  of  tlieday,and 
you  cannot  avoid  it. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  order  of  the 
House  is  that  it  shall  be  considered  from  day  to 
day  until  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  question  is 
on  the  amendment  oflered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Coob.] 

Mr.  DISNEY.  As  I  intend,  also,  to  attack  the 
bill  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Bennett,]  proposing  n  general  distribution 
of  the  public  ianas,  and  as  I  desire. to  say  grace 
over  the  whole  lot,  and  not  be  making  separate 
speeches  in  relation  to  each  of  these  measures,  I 
move  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  until  the  same  day  to  which  the  bill  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  been  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  motion  isclearly  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  committee  can  make 
no  such  order  as  that.  We  are  acting  under  a 
special  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  would  also  remind  thegentleman 
that  that  measure  is  t  efore  the  House;  this  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     That  makes  no  difference. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  But  the  com- 
mittee hns  no  power  to  make  any  such  order  as 
that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  COBB.     None  in  the  world. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  «o  rules.  The 
Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  motion  is  nolin  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  was  perfectly  willing  that  the 
special  order  should  be  postponed  this  morning; 
but  gentlemen  objected  to  its  postponement,  and 
now  we  must  go  on  with  it. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  that  he  ehoula  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting his  motion  to  postpone  in  the  House. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  He  cannot 
do  it  in  the  House  even  without  unanimous  con- 
sent; and  of  course  there  will  be  objection. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  There  will  probably  be  no 
objection. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  must  insist  on  my  motion  for 
the  committee  to  rise.  Many  members  in  this 
part  of  the  Hall,  like  myself,  were  not  aware 
that  this  question  would  come  up  to-day,  and 
are  not  prepared  to  consider  it.  Besides  that,  it 
is  evident  there  is  barely  a  quorum  here.  I  hope 
the  committee  will  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  sub- 
mit that  motion  ? 

Mr.  SAGE.     1  do,  sir. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  agreed  to. 
We  can  gain  nothing  whatever  by  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  There  is  no  use  whatever 
in  rising.  You  cannot  postpone  this  special  order 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SAGE.     I  call  for  tellers  on  my  motion. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  on  a  division, 
there  were — ayes  21,  noes  29;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  being  no  quorum 
present,  the  roll  must  be  called. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Cannot  we 
have  tellers? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No;  tellers  have  been 
refused. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  names  of  the 
absentees  not  ed^. 

Thecommitteethen  roBe;and  theSpeakerhaving 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union 
had  had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  House  bill  No  1,  and 
having  fciund  itself  without  a  quorum,  had  directed 
the  names  of  the  absentees  to  be  noted,  and  the 
Chairman  to  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  a  quorum  now 
present — 123  gentlemen  having  answered  to  their 
names — the  Chairman  will  again  resume  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  I  can  make  a  suggestion 
to  which  the  committee  will  agree  unanimously. 
The  committee  is  very  thin,  and  the  bill  under 
consideration  is  a  very  important  one,  which  gen- 
tlemen would  like  to  examine  more  fully.  I  pro- 
pose, then,  that  the  committee  rise,  with  the  view 
that  the  House  may  receive  such  reports  from  the 
standing  committees  as  will  not  give  rise  to  debate. 
I  hope  that  no  gentleman  will  object  to  this  course 
of  proceeding,  for,  by  so  doing,  we  will  greatly 


facilitate  business.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  reported  that  the 
Committed  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had  had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  House  bill  No.  1, 
being  "a  bill  to  grant  homesteads  and  to  graduate 
and  reduce  the  price  of  public  lands,"  but  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  move  that  the  committees 
be  called  upon  for  reports  that  may  give  rise  to  no 
debate. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  to  mean  that  committees 
shall  be  called  upon  in  their  regular  order? 

Mr.  COBB.     Certainly. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  empower  the  Post- 
master General  to  contract  for  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States  mail  from  New  Orleans  to 
San  Francisco  according  to  time,  upon  which  the 
previous  question  has  been  demanded. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  That  bill  comes  up  as 
business  in  the  morning  hour.    Is  it  now  in  order? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order,  because  the 
morning  hour  had  notex|iired;and  in  the  absence 
of  any  motion  to  go  to  any  other  business,  it  would 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  pre- 
vious question  been  demanded  on  that  proposi- 
tion ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  has 
not  been  demanded. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Churchwell,]  who  has  charge 
of  the  bill,  is  not  in  his  seat,  I  desire  in  his  absem.e 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  it.  In 
doing  so  I  will  not  encroach  long  upon  the  time  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Would  it  be  in  order,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  move  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  this  bill  until  to-morrow  morning? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  be  in  order  if  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  vA\n  has  the  floor, 
choose  to  make  such  motion,  or  if  he  would  yield 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  it  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desired  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  relation  to  this  bill.  I  did  not  intend  to 
make  a  speech  or  to  encroach  upon  the  time  of 
the  House;  but  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
is  not  here,  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  were  postponed. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  perceive  the 
embarra8.sment  under  which  thegentleman  from 
Maryland  and  the  House  generally  labor.  In 
order  to  relieve,  it,  therefore,  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  ailiourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  from  Mary- 
land has  the  floor;  and  the  motion  cannot  be  matle 
unless  he  yields  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  adjourn,  in  order 
to  permit  me  to  make  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  with  a  view  to 
the  taking  up  of  the  bills  there  and  having  them 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Certainly;  I  do  so  with  pleas- 
ure. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     I  am  satisfied  with  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table? 

Mr.  COBB.  I  trust  the  House  will  go  on  as 
at  present  for  half  an  hour  or  quarter  of  an  hour 
longer,  until  the  time  arrives  for  going  to  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Speaker's  table.  How  much  of  the 
mornin:;  hour  still  remains,  Mr.  Speaker? 

The  .SPEAKER.  There  are  five  minutes  -of 
the  morning  hour  still  unexpired. 

Mr.  COBB.  Well,  if  that  is  all,  I  will  not  object 
to  going  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  the  House  will  allow 
the  committees  to  make  reports.  Reports  have 
been  accumulating  here  upon  us  for  weeks  with« 
out  the  committees  having  had  an  opportunity  to 
presenttheni;  and  what  is  the  use  now  of  referring 
more  bills  to  committees  when  they  cannot  report 
those  on  hand  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  that  th* 
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rentleman  from  Virginia  is  rather  late  in^alcing 
his  objection. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  not  object  nt  all,  Mr. 
Speaker.  1  simply  put  it  to  the  House  as  a  plain 
practical  matter  of  fact  business,  what  is  the  use 
of  referring  bills,  when  the  committee's  hands  are 
already  full  of  business  which  they  ha\e  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  reporting  on? 

BILLS  ON  THE  SPEAKER  8  TABLE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  bill  in  order  upon 
the  Speaker's  table  is  House  hill  "  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Denny,  widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
-James  A.  Deany,  of  the  United  States  Army," 
which  has  been  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  know,  Mr. Speaker,  what 
the  amendment  is,  and  move  that  the  House  con- 
cur in  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
amendment: 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  read,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

■■  At  the  end  nfthe  bill,  add  the  following  wordi:' under 
sixteen  years  ofage.' " 

The  bill,  as  amended,  will  read  as  follows: 

"Tbntihe  Sccremry  of  th«  Interior  be,  and  he  ia  hereby, 
rpquired  to  plnce  ihR  nani«  of  lli«  said  Mary  Denny  on  the 
pension  roll,  and  causi:  to  be  paid  lo  Iter  Uie  sum  of  fifteen 
doMarM  per  month  for  the  term  of  ten  yenr»,  connnenciiiK 
January  Ut,"18.'>3:  Proridrrf,  That  in  case  of  the  marriage  or 
dealt)  of  the  said  Mary  Deany,  the  ticn^iion  hereby  granted 
In  her  shall  be  paid  to  her  two  children,  or  to  Uie  stuvivor 
of  them  under  sixteen  yean  of  age." 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  concurrence  in  that  amendment. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  commit  that  bill  to  the  Commiiteeof  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order,  as  the 
main  question  has  been  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Will  it  be  in  order  to 
move  to  refer  it  to  a  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  make 
any  motion.  The  question  is  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MrODLESWARTH.  1  wish  lo  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  Speaker.  Is  it  intended  by  the 
Senate  amendment,  when  the  widow  dies,  to  ex- 
tend the  pension  to  the  children  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate confines  the  pension  to  children  under  sixteen 
years  of  age. 

The  main  question  being,  "  Shall  the  amend- 
ment be  concurred  in?"  it  was  put, and  decided  in 
the  affirmnlive. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  concurred  in, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table ; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickins,  Esq.,  its  Sec- 
retary, informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  bad 
passed  sundry  private  bills.] 

The  next  bill  upon  the  Speaker'*  table  was  then 
reported  by  its  title: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Edwards. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  a  House  bill,  to 
which  the  Senate  have  made  an  amendment.  The 
bill  provides  that  the  nameof  William  B.  Edwards 
shall  be  placed  upon  the  pension  roll,  at  the  rate 
of  eight  ijollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
first  of  January,  1854.  The  Senate's  amendment 
is  to  correct  a  mere  clerical  error,  which  is  to  strike 
out  "  1854"  and  insert  in  lieu  therebf  "  1850." 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  Senate  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  up,  and 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles  respect- 
ively, and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

An  act  to  constitute  Keokuk  and  Dubuque,  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  porta  of  delivery — Committee 
on  Commerce. 

An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Army, 
by  retiring  disabled  officers — Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  and  compensation  of 
the  district  i^ttorneya  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Territories  of  Minnesota,  New 
Mexico,  and  Utah — Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  registers  to 
vessels  owned  by  the  Accessory  Transit  Com- 
pany— Committee  on  Commerce. 
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in  any  Slate  or  Territory  in  certain  cases — Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  lo  establish  post  roads  in  the  State  of 
California — Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

INDIANA  AND  ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD. 

The  bill  granting  lo  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Central 
railroad  having  been  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  sailt:  I  mean  to  make 
the  motion  that  this  bill  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  lable. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  have  the  floor,  and  the  gentle- 
man cannot,  therefore,  submit  the  motion  before 
moving  to  put  the  bill  upon  its  passage;  how- 
ever, I  desire  lo  move  to  commit  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  so  that  it  may  be  kept 
before  the  House,  in  case  of  an  adjournment  be- 
fore it  is  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  commit  will 
be  entered. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  now  move  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
is  entitled  to  the  floor  upon  the  motion  to  commit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVlS.  I  do  not  desire  to  press  this  ques- 
tion upon  the  consideration  of  the  House  at  this 
lime,  but  merely  wish  to  make  a  remark  or  two 
before  it  is  disposed  of  in  any  manner.  I  am 
aware  that  it  is  taking  the  bill  out  of  what  is  per- 
haps the  usual  course  lo  move  to  put  it  upon  its 
Eassage  at  this  time;  but  the  Committee  on  Public 
.ands  have  agreed  upon  and  now  have  a  bill  ready 
to  report  to  the  House  precisely  in  the  same  lan- 
guage of  that  now  before  the  House.  As  it  there- 
fore hiw  tlie  sanction  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  of  referring  it 
to  that  committee  for  a  report  upon  it.  So  much 
for  that  point. 

I  repeat,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  press  action  upon 
the  bill  at  this  moment,  unless  it  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House.  If,  however,  there  is  unan- 
imous consent,  or  if  it  is  the  general  wish  of  the 
House,  I  am  willing  to  say  what  I  have  to  say 
upon  the  measure.  Or  if  tne  House  prefer,  I  will 
defer  it  until  some  future  time. 

Several  Membeks.  Let  it  come  up  some  other 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  make  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  any  day  certain  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  make 
that  motion,  if  I  can  be  sure  that  it  will  come  up 
at  that  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  that  moUon  prevails,  the 
bill  will  again  take  its  place  upon  the  Speaker's 
table. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  And  will  it  come  up  in  order 
when  the  House  again  resumes  the  consideration 
of  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  lake  its  place  in  the  fifth  class  of  busi- 
ness upon  the  Speaker's  table,  if  the  House  ad- 
journs without  disposing  of  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  so  under- 
stand the  rule;  but  I  wish  to  be  certain  as  to  the 
point  of  order  before  I  make  any  motion. 

Mr.  LETCHER  rose. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  if  he  has  any  suggestion  to  make. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  should  go  on  and  make  his  speech 
or  make  his  motion,  and  let  somebody  else  have 
a  chance.    (Laughter.] 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  I 
suppose  I  may  either  go  on  and  make  my  speech 
rapidly,  or  take  my  time  for  it.  I  wish,  however, 
that  the  Chair  would  decide  the  question  definitely, 
as  to  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  bill  if  it  be 
now  postponed  to  a  day  certain. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  to  a  day  certain,  it  will  comeup 
in  its  present  order  on  the  Calendar  when  the 
House  shall  resume  the  consideration  of  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Sneaker's  table.  That  will  be  the 
ruling  of  the  Chiiir  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  make  the  motion,  then,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  for 
two  weeks  from  this  day. 


Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rules  of  the  House 
a  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain  takes  pre- 
cedence of  a  motion  lo  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  move  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  takes  prece- 
dence of  a  motion  to  pnltpone. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
submits  a  moAon  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
it  will  be  pending;  and  if  the  motion  to  postpone 
fails,  the  question  will  come  up  on  that  motion  to 
refer. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  true.  The  motion 
to  postpone  to  a  day  certain  shuts  out  all  amend- 
ments and  debate. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  that  the  bill  Ife  laid  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HIESTER  called  for  the  reading  of  thebfll. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  move  that  the  Honsedo 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  woa 
agreed  to. 

Thereupon  the  House  adjourned,  at  half  pait 
two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  until  to-morrow  at  twelve,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedne5d*t,  ^prU  12,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  apprOTsd. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  SMITH. 
ThePRESlDENT.     I  received  yesterdoy  from 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  this  letter,  which  I 
now  present  to  the  Senate: 

WABHlsaTOM  ClTf,  JtyrU  II,  1854.. 
Sir  :  I  hereby  resign  my  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  8tatet<,  to  lake  effect  from  and  after  the  24lh 
day  of  May  next.  TRU.MAN  S.MITH. 

To  Hod.  David  R.  Atchison, 

Pre»ident  of  Ike  Senate, 

EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore  laid  before  th* 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  7ih  ultimo,  a  statement  of  the 
annual  pay  to  the  several  railroad  companies  in 
the  United  Slates  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails;  which  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rusk,  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr,  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Freeport, 
Illinois,  to  Madison,  Wisconsin;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Henry  Payson,  of  th* 
State  of  Maryland,  praying  indemnity  for  the  loaa 
of  a  schooner  whicn  was  chneed  by  an  Engliab 
privateer  into  the  harbor  of  Pampatof,  in  liie 
island  of  Margaritta,  and  seized  by  the  Spanish 
authorities;  which  was  Referred  to  the  Committer- 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  PETTIT  presented  the  petition  of  JobnB. 
Chapman  and  Clarinda  P.  Chapman,  praying  that" 
steps  may  be  taken  to  colonize  and  civili7.e  the 
Indians  at  Puget's  Sound,  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Intlian  Affairs. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  petition  of  Ameriiaot 
citizens,  residents  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
engaged  in  the  importation  of  watches,  diamonds, 
and  other  precious  stones,  praying  the  removal  of 
the  duties  on  those  articles;  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of*John  T. 
Hildreth,  praying  that  the  widow  of  John  Hit* 
dreth,  a  soldier  in  the  la.si  war  with  Great  Britain, 
may  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  to  submit  to  the  Sei>- 
ate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  ' 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Hon.  J.  V.  Mason, 
Minister  at  Paris,  accompanied,  also,  by  thre* 
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several  memoriala,  asking  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates  will  provide  for  the  adoption  of 
a  decimal  metrical  system  in  the  United  Stales,  as 
a  part  of  a  uniform  system  of  weights,  measures, 
and  money  throughout  the  worW.  1  move  that 
these  papers  be  received  and  refertvd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES.  ' 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1855,"  reported  it 
back  with  amendments.  * 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Appalachicola,  Florida,  praying  that  Sam- 
uel Bray,  keeper  of  the  Dog  Island  light-house,  on 
the  coast  of  that  Stale,  may  receive  some  remuner- 
ation for  losses  suflered  by  himself  and  family 
during  the  galesof  the23d  and  24th  August,  1851, 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Douglass  Ottinger, 
a  caplam  in  the  United  States  revenue  marine, 
praying  compensation  for  an  invention  by  him  for 
saving  life  and  property  from  shipwrecked  vessels, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memo- 
rials of  Lewis  Morris  and  others,  praying  compen- 
sation for  military  services  in  Mexico,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Tampico  volunteers;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Seneca  G.  Simmons, 
praying  to  be  released  from  liability  for  certain 
public  money  stolen  from  his  possession  in  Mexico, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Favette 
Mauzy  and  Robert  G.  Ward,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Re|iresenlatives  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W. 
Brady,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Crown,  praying  to  be^owed  damages  occasioned 
by  the  breach  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the 
Unite<l  States,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Anthony  G.  Willis,  deceased,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Laurence 
Taliaferro,  praying  a  pension,  on  account  of  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  war  of  1812,  submitted  an 
adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Fie  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  thebill  forlherelief  of  Thomas 
Snodgrass,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  it  was 
Ordered,  ThnI  llie  pelilion  or  Cnthcrine  Clark  be  willi- 

drawii  from  xhc  filos  of  the  Senate,  and   referred  lo  tlie 

Coininittee  un  I'enMioiis. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  pelitioo  of  John  McVcy  be  withdrawn 
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from  Uie  files  of  tlie  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Coniniittee 
oil  Fensinnd. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  ihc  petition  of  ihc  heirs  of  Richard  n. 
Mason  be  withdrawn  from  the  lilcs  of  ihe  Senati;,  and  re- 
lerred  lo  the  Committee  for  the  Distriet  of  Columbia. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  AT  BURLINGTON. 

Mr.  FOOT  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  lo: 

Retolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  insiruct- 
cd  to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  malting  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  the  erection  of  a  cuslom- 
kouse  at  Burlintrloii,  in  the  Slate  of  Vermont. 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  HON.  D.  D.  BARNARD. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  submitted  on  the  day  before  yes- 
terday a  resolution  asking  for  certain  correspond- 
ence, to  the  consideration  of  which  at  that  lime 
the  Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Weller]  ob- 
jected. I  believe  now  there  is  no  objection  to  its 
adoption.  I  ask  the  Senate,  therefore,  to  take  up 
the  resolution  now  and  adopt  it. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  to,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  lo  the  Senate,  if  not,  in  his  opinion, 
incompatible  with  Ihe  public  interest,  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence of  Mr.  llarnard,  late  Minister  of  the  United 
States  in  Prussia,  wilti  Uie  United  Slates  consul  at  Bre- 
men, and  of  that  consul  with  the  Government  of  Bremen, 
relative  to  the  ea>^e  of  Mr.  Conrad  Schmidt,  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  arrested  at  Bremen,  and  de- 
tained tliere  upon  a  requisition  from  the  Government  of 
Hanover,  claiiiiiiii*  Schmidt  as  a  subject  of  that  kini,'doin. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  aildressrij  by  Mr.  Barnard,  while 
Minister  of  the  United  .States  at  Berlin,  to  his  M.'ijcsty-the 
Kin^  of  Pru««ia,  in  (letolier,  1^.>2,  on  the  subject  of  reli- 
f;ious  toleiation,  and  of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  .Mr.  Barnard 
to  the  Department  of  State  in  reference- thereto. 

Also,  copies  of  Ihe  eorresiwindeiice  of  the  Legation  of 
Ihe  United  Slates  at  Berlin,  with  the  Minister  of  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Baden,  at  Berlin,  in  regard  to  the  arrest  and  mal- 
treatment of  E.  T.  I>ana,  W.  B.  Dwight,  and  Dr.  Uanisey, 
eilizeiia  of  the  United  Stales,  at  Heidelberg,  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Baden. 

LAND  srsTEM  IN  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  t«: 

Retolved,  That  Die  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  organizing  a 
separate  surveying  district,  embracing  the  Territory  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  present  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
upon  the  subject  of  that  resolution,  and  I  move 
that  it  be  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
L^nds. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

b'iLL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  RUSK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  of  the 
United  States  on  railroads;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  M'AVOy. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Mc- 
Avoy,  have  directed  me  to  reports  bill  for  his  relief 
and  to  ask  the  Senate  to  consider  it  and  put  it 
upon  its  passage  now.  There  can  be  no  oiyection 
to  it  when  it  is  understood. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  that  twenty  dollars  be  paid 
to  John  McAvoy,  late  a  private  in  company  H, 
eighth  regiment.  United  States  infantry,  which 
sum  was  paid  by  him  for  transportation  from 
Brazos  Santiago  to  New  Orleans,  while  he  was 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  The  petitioner  merely 
claims  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  an  expense 
which  he  incurred  on  his  own  account,  which 
should  have  been  paid  by  the  Government.  He 
was  a  soldier  under  General  Worth  in  Mexico; 


and  became  sick,  and  was  placed  upon  the  sickl 
furlough.  He  was  provided  with  an  order  fromj 
General  Worth  on  the  (iuartermaster  General  for] 
his  transportation  to  New  Orleans.  He  went  i 
far  as  Brazos  Santiago,  from  which  point,  owing] 
to  the  employment  of  the  Government  vessels,  h»1 
was  obliged  to  defray  the  expense  of  his  own  f 
transportation  to  New  Orleans.  The  amount] 
thus  paid  by  him,  the  committee  think,  should  b«i 
refunded. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  j 
amendment,  ordered   to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiril 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration 
thereof,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ^^pril  12,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 
GRADUATION  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  assure  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  it  is  with  pain  I  again  take  the  floor.  The  bill 
proposing  to  graduate  and  reduce  Ihe  price  of  the 
public  land  came  up  yesterday  in  its  order.  At 
the  solicitation  of  many  persons  who  desired  the 
postponement  of  the  consideration  of  that  meas- 
ure again ,  in  order  that  others  which  they  deemed 
of  pressing  importance  might  be  considered  and 
acted  on,  f  agreed  that  it  should  be  postponed.  I 
am  extreme  in  the  disposition  to  oblige  every  gen- 
tleman of  this  House,  when  I  can  3o  so.  1  am 
now  going  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 

iiublic  land  for  two  .weeks  from  to-morrow.  Then, 
trust,  that  all  members  will  beprepared  to  acton 
the  measure. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  object  to  making  the 
bill  a  special  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  a  special  order  now,  and  I 
only  desire  that  its  further  consideration  shall  be 
postponed.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  objection. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     I  cannot  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman 'amotion can 
only  be  made  by  unanimous  consent,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  objects. 

DELEGATE   FROM  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  The  Delegate  elect 
from  the  Territory  of  Washington  is  present,  and 
I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  he  be  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Columbu  L.^NCASTFR,  the  Delegate  from 
WashingtonTerritory,  was  then  conducted  to  the 
Speaker  s  chair,  and  look  the  usual  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

MAILS  TO  CALIFORNIA. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  a  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  the  bill  to  empower  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mail  from  New  Orleans  lo  San 
Francisco  according  to  lime. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MURRAY,  the  Committee 
on  Printing  was  discharged  from  Ihe  further  con- 
sideration of  the  following  memorial  aiid  resolu- 
tions; which  were«rdered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Resolution  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of 
the  majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  on  the  bill  making  grants  of  land  lo  the 
several  Slates  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indi- 
gent insane  persons; 

Resolution  to  print  ten  thousand  extracopies  of 
the  minority  report  of  same  committee  on  same 
bill;  and 

Resolution  of  inquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of 
printing  extra  copies  oi  so  much  of  the  report  of 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  and  tables  aa  relatea 
to  Che  revision  of  the  present  tariff. 

Memorial  of  Joseph  G.  C.  Kennedy,  relating 
to  the  statistics  of  manufacturers. 

Mr.  MUURAY.from  the  Committeeon  Print- 
ing, reported  the  following  resolution;  which  waa 
adopted : 

ReMolntd,  Tbat  there  be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the 
Housf^  tiMi  ihdiiHnnd  ropipfi  fit  Captain  It.  H.  Marcy's  KUr- 
vey  and  explnration  ot  the  Ited  river  and  iLs  enurcei,  to- 
gether with  the  ncconipitnyiiig  maps  and  platua,  tor  tbe  ukc 
of  the  meuibtTH  ol'ltie  iluuiie. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  I  am  in- 
atructed  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to 
request  the  House  to  receive  a  report,  in  order  that 
the  bill  that  accompanies  it  may  take  its  place  on 
the  Calendar. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.     I  object. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  call  for 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

MAILS  TO  THE  PACIFIC. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  referring 
the  following  btll  to  the  Cotnmiltee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union:  "  A  bill  to  empower  the 
Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  United  Stales  mail  frotn  New  Orleans 
to  Sati  Francisco  according  to  time." 

Mr.  PHELPS.  That  ts  a  bill  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
is  it  not? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  to  say  something  in 
referetice  to  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  believe  I  am  entitled  to 
the  floor  upon  that  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  If  I  am  not  mistakea.  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullin]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. 1  obtained  the  floor  yesterday,  but  yielded 
it  for  a  motion  to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table. 

The  SPEAKER.     That  is  the  fact  of  the  case. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  have  a  word  or  two  to 
say  in  reference  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  (interposing.)  Is  the 
question  before  the  House  on  committing  the  bill, 
or  on  postponing  it  for  three  weeks? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  motion  is  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Is  there  not  a  motion 
pending  to  postpone  the  bill  for  three  weeks? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  waa  made,  but 
withdrawn,  the  Clerk  informs  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Well,  then,  I  move  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  three 
weeks. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Oh,  no;  I  cannot  yield  the 
floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  1  thought  the  motion 
was  pending. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  have  the  facts 
of  this  case  understood.  When  this  question  was 
last  before  the  House  I  was  upon  the  floor;  but  a 
gentleman  from  Ohio  arrested  me  by  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

The  SPEAKER.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  the  Chair  will  state  that 
this  measure  came  up  yesterday  moniing.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not  in  his  seat;  or, 
if  he  was,  did  not  claim  his  right,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  acquired  a  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  havebutafew  wordslo 
say  in  reference  to  this  subject.  This  important 
bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  with  a 
considerable  flourish  of  trumpets.  Thegentlemen 
who  have  spoken  in  its  favor  have  urged  the  ne- 
cessity and  convenience  of  having  speed  y  transpor- 
tation between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  coast. 
Frotn  theargumentsadduced  by  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  proposition,  I  would  gather  that  it  is  to  re- 
duce the  cost  of  transportation,  to  add  to  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Post  Oflice  Department,  and  to  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  country  in  every  particular. 
Sir,  the  speeches  of  these  gentlemen,  and  tbe  bill 
end  substitute  upon  the  table,  and  aa  printed,  do 
not  agree. 

The  bill  that  lies  upon  your  table  proposes  to 
establish  a  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Fran- 


cisco, and  to  give  compensation,  in  specific  terms, 
for  each  trip;  and  the  bill,  as  piAlished  in  the  pa- 
pers, propobes  to  give*  a  iiiuiitlily  cotnpensation. 
The  bill  now  pending,  if  passed,  must  necessarily 
become  the  law  of  the  land  without  amendment; 
and  whether  the  tnail  is  to  be  monthly,  by  the  trip, 
or  annual,  must  depend  upon  its  provisions.  There 
runs  through  the  whole  tiill  a  general  indefiniteness 
and  vagueness,  that  requires  marked  consideration 
and  deliberation;  and,  therefore,  I  think  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

But  there  is  something  else  in  this  bill  to  which 
I  wish  to  direct  your  attention.  You  propose  to 
allow  $25,000  if  the  mail  be  transported  in  twenty- 
five  days;  and  so  you  go  on  increasing  the  amount 
aa  you  diminish  the  time,  until  you  arrive  nt  six- 
teen days,  when  you  are  to  pay  Jti50,0OU  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  from  New  Orleans  to 
San  Francisco.  The  idea  intended  to  be  impressed 
upon  this  House  was,  that  it  involved  provision 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  that  it  cut  down  and 
changed  the  existing  contracts.  It  is  not  so,  but 
It  is  a  bill  establishing  additional  mail  facilities  from 
New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco ,  and  that  loo  by 
causing  an  enormous  increase  of  expense  to  the 
Post  Otfice  Department  of  the  country.  The  postal 
revenues  are  now  far  below  the  annual  expendi- 
tures. This  is  not  a  bill  to  change  existing  con- 
tracts, but  to  extend  additional  mail  facilities;  und 
the  question  is  whether,  in  view  of  the  now  inad- 
equate receipts  of  the  postal  Department,  and  the 
proposed  addition  of  such  an  enormous  expense 
to  this  Department,  this  House  is  ready  to  pass 
this  bill?  Will  they  pass  it, and  thus  add  so  greatly 
to  the  embarrassment  of  that  Department? 

Our  mail  expenses  are  already  large  enough; 
and  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific  facilities  of  commu- 
nication are  sufliciently  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  country  to  justify  deliberation  upon  a  que.i- 
tionofthis  importance.  The  questions  involved 
in  the  bill  eminently  demand  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  this  House;  for  the  bill  is  to  make 
void  no  contracts,  but  to  establish  additional  con- 
tracts. Suppose  you  were,  under  this  bill,  to  annul 
the  old  systems,  do  you  think  that  this  country 
would  tolerate  the  idea  that  we  were  to  have  but 
one  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  and 
no  other?  Will  the  whole  North  and  the  middle 
Stales  rely,  for  mail  facilities,  to  and  from  the  Pa- 
cific coast  through  New  Orleans  alone?  If  that  is 
the  design,  the  House  of  Representatives  should 
never  tolerate  or  givi  its  sanction  to  a  system  of 
this  kind.  As  the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  establish 
additional  mail  facilities  merely  from  New  Orleans 
to  San  Francisco,  1  wish  to  know  further  in  ref- 
ference  to  the  details  of  the  plan. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question 
here? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  merely  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  the  simple  question, 
whether  he  is  not  aware  of  the^act  that  there  is 
already  a  daily  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  every 
part  of  the  United  States?  Has  he  not  heard  of 
that  being  so  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  have  heard  of  that.  It 
is  immaterial.  1  want  to  know  the  facts  in  regard 
of  the  principles  of  this  bill,  as  it  now  stands  before 
this  House:  whether  the  design  of  the  bill  is  to 
confine  the  Pacific  mails  to  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans. That  is  the  important  question.  If  the 
whole  transportation  of  the  mails  is  to  be  confined 
to  that  locality,  I  wont  to  know  the  foct,  and  the 
House  and  country  to  know  it.  But,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, the  bill  is  one  to  provide  additional  mail  facili- 
ties. That  Ks  the  object  of  the  bill.  Itistoimpose 
the  additional  expense  of  a  million  of  dollars  on  the 
Post  O/fice  Department,  which  is  now  weighed 
down  and  overburdened  with  its  expenditure,  to 
the  utter  ru  in  of  the  post  offices  and  mail  facilities 
in  the  interior.  Such  is  the  bill  before  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  may  talk  about  his 
sliding  scale.  I  am  in  favor  of  increasing  the  facil- 
ities for  mail  transportation  as  much  as  that  hon- 
orable gentleman, orthehonorablegentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith.]  I,  too,  am  opposed  to 
monopoly.  I  do  n9t  say  that  this  bill  promotes  a 
monopoly,  except  it  be  a  monopoly  of  the  route. 
It  may  be  a  monopoly  of  the  Tehuantepec  route, 
or  of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco  route,  or  it  may 
be  a  monopoly  of  route  by  some  other  way.  I  am 


not  aware  that  it  does  create  a  monopoly.  I  know 
not  anything  about  the  Sloo  or  the  G»ray  grants. 
1  am  aware  of  the  facilities  for  the  quicker  trans-  . 
portation  of  the  mails  from  New  OrleaiiB  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  thence  to  Acapulco.  ~  I  know  that  some 
two  thousand  miles  of  sea  transportation  are  saved 
by  adopting  the  route  from  New  Orleans  to  San 
Francisco,  by  way  of  Tehuantepec.  But  if  this 
line  is  opened,  the  postal  De)>artment  can  takt 
advantage  of  its  faciUties  as  well  as  any  others. 
That  route  of  travel  may  be  fully  completed  in  the 
course  of  three  years;  and,  if  you  pass  this  hill 
you  will  saddle  on  the  Post  Oflice  Department, 
for  seven  years  after,  an  annual  expenditure  for 
this  service  of  51,200,000 — at  all  events,  not  leas 
than  41,000,000.  It  is  all  nonsense, Mr.  Speaker, 
to  talk  about  transporting  the  mail  from  New  Or- 
leans to  San  Francisco  for  $25,000. 

I  do  not  desire  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  I  want  to  notice  one  or  two  arguments 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  Tennessee.  So  far 
as  the  arguments  for  this  system  of  mail  Irana- 
porlation  are  concerned,  some  of  them  demand 
the  reprobation  of  gentlemen  here  who  believe  as 
I  do,  in  their  hnpropriety.  He,  a  Democrat 
from  Tennessee,  and  I,  a  Democrat  from  Mary- 
land, differ  widely  in  our  notions  of  what  tbe 
Post  Office  Department  ousht  to  do. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  (in  a  low  tone  of 
voice.)     And  in  a  great  many  other  things,  too. 

Mr.  HA.MILTON.  That  is  true.  We  differ 
in  a  great  many  other  things.  One  of  that  gen- 
tleman's main  arguments  was,  that  the  object  of 
this  bill  was  to  afford  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  gold  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic 
coast.  Whot  has  the  Post  Office  Department  to 
do  with  the  transportation  of  gold  more  than  with 
the  carriage  of  oil,  from  the  Pacific  coast  to  the 
Atlantic?  If  they  can  send  their  gold  here  by 
Adams  &.  Co.'s  Express,  or  in  vessels  round  the 
Pacific  const,  or  in  any  other  way,  so  be  it. 

Gold  is  no  more  an  article  of  commodity,  and 
no  less  an  article  of  commodity,  than  the  oil  of 
the  Pacific;  and  this  Government  has  no  more  right 
to  afford  means  of  transportation  for  gold  than  it 
has  for  oil,  or  whatever  other  commodities  that 
may  be  produced  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  be  rejoiced  to  Ief>d  rajr 
vote  and  voice  to  any  proper  system  for  affording 
additional  mail  facilities  between  the  Atlantic  ana 
Pacific  oceons;  but  I  have  heard  quite  enough  af 
this  proposed  cheap  system. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentlemaa 
yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment.' 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     With  pleasure. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  always  heard  the  increased 
efficiency  of  our  Post  Office  Department  advocated 
on  the  ground  of  itsgreaLvalue  to  the  country,  bat 
not  on  account  of  economy  in  the  transporiatioB 
of  the  mails.  The  increased  efficiency  of  the  mail 
system,  some  years  affo,  before  the  introduction 
of  expresses,  was  vindicated  on  that  ground.  The 
transportation  of  the  mails  by  railroad  was  vin- 
dicated on  that  ground;  and,  if  we  can  now  still 
further  increase  the  facilities  of  transportation  of 
the  mail,  we  do  so  upon  the  same  ground;  and  it 
is  evident,  according  to  the  statements  naadehcre, 
that  we  can  do  so.  * 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smith]  has  misunderstood  me  entirely. 
I  have  not  nt  all  spoken  against  the  great  pubiie 
convenience  and  profit  arising  from  a  speedy  trans- 
mission of  the  mails.  I  was  speaking  about  the 
right  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
transport  the  gold,  or  the  produce,  or  the  merchan- 
dise of  any  man.  Let  them  avail  thennselvrs  of 
the  advantages  of  the  various  express  lines  which 
are  in  operation  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacifio 
shores,  and  which  are  established  between  eTerjr 
portion  of  our  country.  Let  them  also  avail  them- 
selves of  the  postal  arrangements  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  already  established  for  the  purpose 
ofsecuring  the cheapestand  speediest  transmission 
of  the  mails.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
attend  to  this  latter  branch  of  transportation,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  individuals  to  avail  themselvea  of 
whatever  advantages  may  be  thus  furnished. 

The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgin!* 
[Mr.  Smith]  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  question. 
As  an  argument,  I  object  to  it.  As  an  argument 
against  or  in  favor  of  this  bill,  it  has  nothing  to  do. 
Look  at  it  for  one  moment:  Capital  will  ^nd  oat 
its  own  reword,  its  own  modes  of  employment, 
and  its  own  channels  of  operationj  independent  of 
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the  Government,  and  indeed  in  spile  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment. Tliiii  has  already  been  proved,  and  is 
obvious  to  every  one;  and  anything  which  we  can 
do,  as  a  Government,  will  be  mure  likely  to  retard 
than  to  advance  the  interest  of  private  enterprise. 
Let  us  attend  to  our  legitimate  business.  I  ani 
not  here  to  decide  upon  what  private  individuals 
shall  or  shall  not  do.    Not  at  all. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  shown  what  is  the 
character  of  this  bill,  without  noticing  some  of  the 
other  arguments  which  have  been  advanced  in  its 
support.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  great 
subject  of  cheap  postage.  We  heard  something 
of  that  two  years  ago;  and  in  carrying  out  those 
ideas  of  cheap  postage,  a  system  was  adopted  which 
has  been  pursued  until  the  whole  Internal  postal 
arrangements  of  the  country  have  become  disor- 
dered and  oppressed,  and  until  thelargecities  of  the 
country  have  monopolized  all  the  advantages  and 
privilege.^  of  that  system,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
smaller  and  rural  |>08t  offices  of  the  country.  You 
have  malls  for  the  large  cities  daily  and  hourly, 
and  we  of  the  interior  are  called  upon  to  give  the 
hard-earned  fruila  of  our  industry  for  part  pay- 
ment of  the  transportation,  and  to  pay  for  their 
•privileges  and  conveniences,  which  they  are  en- 
joying. We  have  as  much  right  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  transportation  of  the  merchandise 
of  John  Jacob  Astor,  as  for  the  transportation  of 
his  letters.  You  call  upon  the  peopleof  the  coun- 
try, whose  correspondence  is  comparatively  limited 
end  small,  to  pay  their  money  to  sustain  a  system 
for  the  benefit  of  thosewho  do  write;  to  pay  an 
undue  share  to  support  a  system  monopolized  by 
those  who  are  realizing  large  fortunes  from  their 
investments,  while  we,  of  the  iiiieriorof  the  coun- 
try, who  are  taxed  to  support  that  system,  are 
obliged  to  be  satisfied  with  a  limited  return  .upon 
the  products  of  our  common  industry. 

We  have  heard  enough  of  this  matter  of  cheap 
postage.  Public  meetings  were  held  in  every  city, 
and  agents  were  swarming  around  the  Halls  of 
Congress,  keeping  up  the  cry  of  cheap  postage. 
What  was  the  consequence  of  theiraclion,and  of 
the  action  of  Congress  >  The  mails  were  overbur- 
dened, and  overloaded  with  useless  matter,  until 
the  cost  of  transportation  of  the  same  has  become 
•o  great  that  the  Department,  because  of  this  and 
other  means,  is  $9,000,000  behind  the  receipts, 
and  the  whole  system  is  broken  down.  Far  sooner 
would  the  people  of  my  section  ofthe  country  pay, 
and  pay  honestly,  for  their  moils,  rather  than 
have  a  system  so  aisorganlzed  as  is  the  present  one. 
1  am  in  favor  of  a  reasonable  and  moderate  rate 
of  postage,  and  of  aflbrding  mail  facilities  to  all 
parts  of  the  country.  But  the  idea  of  paying 
$1,000,000  a  year  under  this  bill;  $850,000  to 
the  Collins'  line,  and  large  sums  to  other  com- 
panies, until  the  whole  postal  revenue,  and  more 
than  the  whole,  is  absorbed,  and  the  postal  fa- 
cilities of  the  interior  of  the  country  injured  and 
burdened,  is  an  idea  fraught  with  ruin  to  the  in- 
terests of  our  country. 

I  am  opposed  to  such  a  course,  and  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  is  one  of  the  bills  which  are 
designed,  or  which  tend  to  carry  that  system  of 
things  into  operation. 

I  know  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Church- 
well]  is  sincere  in  his  support  of  this  bill — I  have 
the  highest  respect  for  him,  and  I  would  not  op- 
pose it,  did  I  not  feel  called  upon  to  do  so  from  a 
nense  of  duty  to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country. 

It  is  a  favorite  project  of  his,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  announced  it  here  to  be  his  bantling. 
A  high  sense  of  public  duty  impels  me  to  regard 
this  House  of  Representatives  not  as  a  nursery 
for  bantlings.  We  have  higher  and  greater 
public  duties  to  perform  than  that.  Sir,  practi- 
cal questions  should  come  before  us  for  our  con- 
sideration. We  should  deliberate  upon  such  sub- 
jects as  regard  the  public  interest,  and  the  public 
good_,  in  our  action  upon  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  consideration  of  this 
question  will  not  be  postponed.  I  do  not  like 
postponements.  We  are  postponing  everything 
of  importance  which  comes  before  us;  and  if  we 
go  on  in  this  way,  before  tiffe  present  session  shall 
be  brought  to  a  close,  Uie  business  of  the  House 
will  have  been  brought  into  such  a  condition  that 
it  willbe  almost  impoesible  for  us  to  accomplish 
anything.  It  was  for  that  reason  that  I  objected 
to  the  special  order  in  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  llie  Union  being  postponed.    As 


these  questions  j;ome  uiT,  let  us  settle  them,  and 
settle  them  finany,  for  we  shall  have  important 
business  in  the  future,  which  will  demand  our 
consideration  and  action.  I  repeat, sir,  that  I  am 
hostile  to  this  postponement.     Let  us  settle  this 

?|ue8tion  now;  or  if  the  House  require  further  time 
or  its  consideration,  let  us  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
where  we  may  reflect  upon  it,  and  in  which  we 
may  perfect  the  bill  in  all  its  details. 

Mr.  McMULLIN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS  also,  at  the  same  time,  addressed 
the  Speaker. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  shall  detain  the  House 
but  a  very  few  minutes.  The  cemarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  have  superseded  the  necessity  of  my  ad- 
dressing the  House  to  that  extent  which  I  had 
before  intended.  I  first  desire  to  notice  a  remark 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  La- 
T1IA.M1  the  other  day,  when  this  subject  was  under 
consideration. 

Mr.CHURCHWELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  If  my  recollection  aervea  me  right,  the 
hont»rable  gentleman  from  Virginia  hos  made  one 
speech  against  this  bill,  and  therefore  is  not  now 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  If  that  question  of  order  pre- 
vails, I  shall  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHURCIIWELL.  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Misbouri.  I  did  not 
intend  to  address  the  House  myself  at  this  lime. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  eenileman  from  Vir- 
ginia having  addressed  the  House  once  upon  this 
question,  cannot  retain  the  floor  if  any  other  gen- 
tleman desires  to  speak. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  only  to  say  that 
this  very  neighborly,  kind  courtesy  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  merits  my  most  cordial 
(hanks.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  very  sorry  to  deprive 
my  friend  from  Virginia  of  the  floor;  but  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  made  the  question  of 
order,  I  thought  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  claiming 
it  for  himself;  and  I  therefore  gave  notice  that  1 
should  contest  his  right  to  it.  I  do  not,  however, 
desire  to  occupy  the  hour  to  which  I  am  entitled, 
and  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
before  I  shall  conclude. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  introduced  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Tennessee,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  is 
wrongly  entiiled.  It  should  be  entitled  "  A  bill  to 
increase  the  deficit  in  the'  revenues  of  the  Post 
Olfice  Department  from  a  million  and  a  quarter  to 
a  million  and  a  half;"  for  before  I  close  my  re- 
marks in  relation  to  this  bill,  I  will  demonstrate 
to  the  House  that  this  must  be  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  its  passage. 

The  other  day  I  made  a  motion  to  lay  this  bill 
upon  the  table.  There  was  then  a  motion  pend- 
ing to  postpone  which  precluded  all  debate,  and 
therefore  1  made  the  motion.  But  inasmuch  as  I 
did  make  a  motion,  which,  if  it  had  been  suc- 
cessful, would  have  defeated  the  bill,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  give  the  reasons  why  I  am  opposed  to 
this  measure.  I  have  no  disposition  to  deprive 
the  people  of  California,  or  the  people  upon  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  of  rapid  communica- 
tions by  mail.  On  the  contrary,  I  desire  to  see 
rapid  mail  facilities  established  in  every  portion  of 
the  country.  But  when  you  proceed  to  expedite 
the  transmission  of  the  mail  by  providing  for  its 
transportation  by  a  different  route  from  that  in 
which  it  is  now  carried,  I  like  to  see  measures  of 
retrenchment  and  economy  going  side  by  side. 

It  is  true  that  the  line  of  steamers  which  this 
bill  proposes  to  establish  will  carry  the  mail  more 
expeditiously  than  those  now  employed.  I  have 
no  doubt  such  will  be  the  result;  and  if  the  time 
should  be  shortened  as  much  as  is  anticipated,  the 
proposed  line  will  entirely  engross  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  letter  and  newspaper  mail,  and  leave 
the  other  "  mailable  matter"  to  be  carried  by  the 
existing  line.  Why  should  you,  while  you  have 
one  mail  line  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast, 
by  the  way  of  Chagres,  which  now  costs  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  §700,000 — more  than 
$700,000  the  last  fiscal  year — estaljlish  another 
route  which  will  entirely  supersede  the  existing 
one,  and  increase  the  deficiency  in  the  revenues  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  from  $1,250,000  to 
$1,500,000.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  does 
not  propose  to  abrogate  existing  niail  contracts. 


He  does  not  propose  by  his  bill  any  method  by 
wliich  we  shall  relieve  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  from  the  payment  to  Law  and  As- 
pinwall  the  amounts  they  now  receive  under  the 
contracts  made  with  them  several  years  ago.  No, 
these  are  to  be  kept  in  force. 

Then  you  are  to  establish  a  mail  route  different 
from  that  now  traversed  by  your  steamers,  or  by 
travel.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  does  not 
believe  that  you  can  expedite  the  transmission  of 
mail  matter  if  you  adopt  the  Nicaragua  route. 
Then  there  are  two  other  routes:  IheTehuantepec, 
and  the  one  by  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  the  lat- 
ter known  as  the  Ramsay  and  Cormack  route.  In 
relation  to  those  routes,  it  must  be  recollected  by 
the  members  ofthe  House  that  there  are  gentle- 
men who  claim  they  have  grants  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  of  the  exclusive  transportation 
over  them.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  contest  be- 
tween those  who  claim  under  the  Garay  and  the 
Sloo  grants  on  the  Tehuantepec  route;  but,  as  far 
as  the  other  route  is  concerned,  I  presume  there  is 
no  controversy;  for,  during  the  late  Administra- 
tion, when  the  Post  Office  was  under  the  control 
of  Mr.  Hubbard,  a  conditional  contract  was  en- 
tered into  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  by  the 
way  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  which  the  pres- 
ent Postmaster  General,  on  his  induction  into 
office,  refused  to  ratify. 

The  gentleman  proposes,  in  his  extreme  liberal- 
ity, that  thecontract  shall  exist  for  ten  years.  He 
also  proposes  that  if  ony  cheaper,  any  nearer, 
and  better  route  can  be  obtained,  this  contract 
shall  be  annulled.  Now,  if  the  right  of  transit  by 
the  two  routes  which  have  been  indicated, and  over 
which  no  travel  is  now  passing,  be  vesteil  exclu- 
sively in  any  individual  or  individuals,  by  virtue 
of  the  grant  from  the  Mexican  Government,  how 
does  he  expect  any  nearer  and  more  expeditious 
route  can  be  procured  than  those.' 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that  the  object  is  to  su- 
persede the  contract  that  may  be  made  if  any  other 
person  can  carry  the  mail  quicker;  not  if  any 
other  can  do  it  on  a  better  route. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  have  listened  k)  the  explana- 
tion of  my  friend  from  Virginia.  1  am  glad  that 
he  has  made  it.  They  have  taken  the  wrong 
course.  They  have  not  taken  the  proper  method 
to  accomplish  what  is  intended.  Is  there  any  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  that  the  existing  contracts  shall 
be  annulled?  Is  there  any  provision  authorizing 
any  officer  of  the  Government  to  endeavor  to  buy 
up  the  old  contracts,  or  to  extinguish  them  ?  None 
at  all.  When  the  measure  was  before  Congress 
to  reduce  the  postage,  I  myself  advocated  it;  but 
I  also  desired  to  diminish  the  cost  of  the  trans- 
portation ofthe  mail  within  the  United  States.  I 
sought  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  amount  which 
was  then,  and  is  now,  claimed  by  various  railroad 
companies  in  the  United  States  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail;  and  if  the  reforms  which  1  advo- 
cated had  been  adopted,  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment would  now  have  been  n  self-sustaining  ma- 
chine. Instead  of  that,  large  expenditures  are  still 
added,  and  continue  to  be  added;  and  the  cost  of 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  is  increased.  By 
transferring  the  service  from  steamboats,  coaches, 
or  horseback,  to  railroads,  the  cost  is  vtistly  in- 
creased, while  the  coat  of  transportation  of  pas- 
sengers is  generally  greatly  diminished. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  or  not  he  has  ever  read  the  existing  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  by  the  Panama  route.' 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Yes,  sir;  1  examined  it  several 
years  ago. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  presume  it  was  about  seven 
years  ago. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  cannot  say  how  that  is. 
This  subject  has  been  under  consideration  during 
each  Congress  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years.  In- 
quiries have  been  made;  calls  for  information  from 
the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  have  been  made  in  relation  to  every  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  mails  by  ocean 
steamers,  and  those  contracts  have  been  published, 
and  I  have  examined  them  at  different  times  since 
those  contracts  were  made.  But  I  do  not  see  the 
pertinency  of  the  gentleman's  question  to  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration. 

Sir,  the  friends  of  this  bill  are  endeavoring  to  have  • 
it  put  upon  its  passage.     A  motion  to  commit  is 
pending,  to  be  followed  up,  as  it  was  the  other 
day,  by  a  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  cerlainj 
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which  precludrs  debate,  thus  indicating  that  it  is, 
the  inlention  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  to 
carry  it  through  the  House  without  |ierinittiiig 
full  nnd  free  dixcussioii  uf  it.  They  resist  the 
motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  where  full  and 
free  discussion  could  take  place. 

The  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Church- 
TVELL,]  and  California,  [Mr.  Latham,]  and  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Smith,]  have  alluded  to  the  lime  now 
coasumed  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails  from 
JSww  York  to  San  Francisco.  The  mail  contract, 
as  oris;inally  established,  was  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  from  New  York,  by  the  way  of 
Havuna,  to  Chagres,  and  from  Panama,  by  the 
way  of  San  Francisco,  to  Astoria.  If,  therefore, 
gentlemen  propose  to  abrognte  the  existing  mail 
contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  be- 
tween New  York  and  San  Kraiicisco,  by  the  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  tliey  must  make  some 
provision  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  from 
San  Francisco  to  Astoria,  for  that  service  is  now 
embraced  in  the  contract. 

But,  sir,  I  intend  to  demonstrate,  that  if  the 
steamers  which  may  be  put  upon  this  projected 
line  between  the  cities  of  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco,  by  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  pos- 
sess as  good  speed  only  as  those  now  engaged  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mails  by  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  that  transportation  can  be  made  in 
twelve  or  thirteen  days.  Now,  according  to  the 
schedule  of  prices  proposed  in  this  bill,  if  the 
mail  is  transported  in  thirteen  days,  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  is  saddled  with  an  expenditure  of 
f  l,300,OOU  per  annum;  if  in  twelve  days,  with 
9l,400,(M)0;and  if  in  eleven  days,  with  $1,500,01)0 
per  annum.  The  distance  by  the  route  now  trav- 
ersed by  the  steamers  leaving  New  York  city,  by 
way  of  Havana  to  Aspinwall,  and  thence  by  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  to  San  Francisco,  is  live 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifly  miles.  The  dis- 
tance, however,  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, by  the  way  of  Chagres,  is  only  four  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  Thedistance 
from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco,  by  the  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  is  only  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  miles;  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  of  which  is  the  Isthmus 
transit,  and  only  about  forty  miles  of  that  is  by 
land  transportation,  for  (he  river  Coalzacoalcos 
is  navigable  for  ninety  nules. 

Now,  if  the  steamers  that  maybe  put  upon  the 
projected  route  between  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco,  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuan- 
tepec, will  only  make  the  name  speed  ni.^de  by 
the  two  steamers  which  recently  brought  the  mails 
from  San  Francisco, via  Panama,  to  New  Orleans— 
I  refer  to  the  Golden  Gate  and  the  El  Dorado — 
the  ocean  service  cjin  be  performed  in  eleven  days, 
seven  days  between  San  Francisco  and  the  Isth- 
mus of  Tehuantepec,  and  four  days  across  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico — making  eleven  days  of  water 
transportation — leaving  one  hundred  and  thirty 
miles  of  Isthmus  transportation  bjr  river  and  land. 
What  say  those  interested  in  this  Tehuantepec 
route? — for  under  the  law  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress  proposals  were  invited  by  the  Post- 
master General  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
upon  the  various  ocean  routes  ofthe  United  States. 
The  object  was  to  learn  whether  exorbitant  prices 
were  not  now  paid  to  the  companies  that  had 
made  these  contracts  in  proportion  to  the  service 
to  be  performed.  I  have  here  a  letter  written  by 
two  gentlemen,  A.  G.  Sloo  and  Arnold  G.  Har- 
ris, who  claim  they  have  the  exclusive  right  to 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  across  the  Isthmus 
of  Tehuantepec. 

As  the  gentleman  fromTennessee  [Mr.  CiiuRcii- 
well]  himself  has  proposed  such  n  large  compen- 
sation in  his  bill,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  looks  to 
the  transporlHlion  of  the  mail  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  by  the  Ramsay  and 
Cormack  route — the  route  via  Vera  Cruz  and 
Acapulco.  Messrs.  Sloo  and  Harris  make  propo- 
sals for  semi-monthly  service,  but  they  do  not  in- 
dicate the  length  of  time  in  which  they  obligate 
themselves  to  perform  this  service.  In  a  letter  of 
the  same  date  with  their  proposals,  they  use  the 
following  language: 

"  New  ORLEJiNa,  October  30,  Ifya. 
**  Sir  :  Wo  tiave  (he  honor  lo  inclose  ht'rewilh  a  proposi- 
tion for  ihp  tran«portnlion  of  the  United  Stalex  iiinti  be- 
tween New  OrleanK  and  Han   Franeixco,  and  bog  leave  to 
uy  a  lew  wnrdK  in  explanatioti. 
<*  By  a  contract  already  cloivd  with  reapmuible  parties, 


a  pinntc  road  from  Luchil,  the  head  ofateBrntraal  navigation 
on  Ihr  Cualzacoulcai  rivr;r,  to  the  I'Mflc  i>ccai),  iy  to  Ih; 
foinplftpd  Iiy  the  Iki  of  Jann.iry.  I^.^.S,  wbi'n  we  will  be  nlile 
lo  make  i-otincclion  lii-twcfn  New  Orleans  and  the  Tacirtc 
oee^n  easily  in  le«s  than  Ave  days.  From  llinl  point  eigbl 
days  to  6*an  Francisco  Is  a  large  nlli»wance  ol  lime—  we 
think  it  will  nltener  be  dune  in  seven ;  and  between  \ew 
Orleans  and  the  Pacific  in  nearer  (bur  than  five  days  ;  ao 
that,  between  the  two  points,  the  time  will  average  under 
twelve  days.*' 

Gentlemen  who  are  interested  in  that  line  of 
roads  say  that  after  the  first  day  of  January  next 
they  will  be  able  to  make  a  communication  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  by  the 
Tehuantepec  route,  in  less  than  five  days.  From 
that  point  to  San  Francisco  eight  days  is  a  large 
allowance  of  tiVne.  Taking  the  lowest  time  spe- 
cified in  the  schedule,  the  compensation  for  eleven 
days  would  be  Jl, 500,000  dollars,  liut  these  gen- 
tlemen say  that  they  will  perform  this  service  for 
$7.50,000.  But  I  have  here  their  proposals,  which 
I  will  read: 

"New  Orleani,  OftoleriW),  1853. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  propose  to  transport  the  tlniled 
States  mail  IVom  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco  and  back, 
via  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  semimonthly,  lor  the 
sum  of  ;|75u,00O  per  annum.  They  also  propose  to  )ver 
form  any  increased  sprvice,  due  notice  being  given,  lor  Uie 
additional  compensation  of  seventy-five  per  cent,  on  the 
first  conlr.iel,  lor  a  period  of  ten  years.  The  service  to 
coinnieiice  on  the  1st  day  oC  January,  IB.'iS,  provided  the 
contract  i:^  made  before  the  Ist  of  March  next;  if  made 
subsequent  to  thatUme,  a  corresponding  allowance  of  time, 
if  required,  lo  be  given  us  in  commencing  the  service;  or, 
if  the  contract  be  in'ide  immediately,  we  willccmmenceon 
the  l«t  of  October  next.  A.  G.  SLOO, 

ARNOLD  HARHI8. 
**  Hod.  James  Campbkli.,  PoUmatter  Gentrel. 

Mr.  Speaker,  instead  of  introducing  a  system 
of  economy,  as  contended  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Chdrciiwell,]  you  in- 
crease the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  given  for 
this  mail  service  over  that  proposed  by  good  and 
responsible  men.  Why  do  we  double  the  sum  ? 
Why  do  we  propose  to  pay  from  $1,300,000  to 
$1,.')00,000  for  this  service,  when  we  have  gentle- 
men who  represent  that  they  are  read  y  to  transport 
the  mail  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco 
in  from  eleven  to  thirteen  days;  and  that,  too,  at 
only  8750,000  per  annum .' 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  is  my  sentiment  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  I  (lo  not  propose  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion further.  Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  this  body,  I  have  opposed  the  system  of 
ocean  steam  mail  contracts.  Already  all  your 
ocean  mail  contracts  that  are  now  in  existence, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  have  been  made 
by  special  lei>islation  of  Congress;  and  by  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  Postmaster 
General  himself  to  contract  with  perions  named 
in  the  law  thus  authorizing  it,  at  a  sum  stipulated 
in  the  law, and  not  having  the  matter  open  to  pub- 
lic competition,  you  have  had  these  contractors,  or 
some  of  them,  afterwards  coming  here,  and  saying 
that  the  remuneration  provided  for  in  the  contracts 
was  inadequate  and  insufficient,  and  asking  for 
additional  compensation;  and  we  found  Congress 
ready  to  vole  that  additional  compensation.  This 
principle  of  giving  additional  compensation  I  have 
opposed;  and  I  hare  opposed  the  forming  of  these 
contracts.  That  has  been  the  couise  of  policy 
which  I  have  pursued,  and  which  I  am  pursuing 
at  the  present  time.  For,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe 
that  if  this  system  is  persisted  in,  it  will  destroy 
the  Post  Office  Department.  If  this  bill  now  be- 
fore the  House  is  enacted,  it  will  draw  from  the 
revenue  of  that  Department  91,500,000;  and  this, 
too,  from  a  Department  where  there  is  already  a 
deficit  of  $3,000,000  a  year;  which  would  make 
the  deficit  then  p,500,000  a  year. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment.' 

Mr.  PHELPS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not 
now  take  exception  to  the  point  of  order  made 
upon  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Churciiwell.]  I  think,  hbwever,  he  might  have 
saved  himself  that  trouble 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  (interrupting.)  Will 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  allow  me  to  explain? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Phelpi]  has  the  floor;  if  he  consents 
lo  yield  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  for  an  explanation. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  What  I  desireto  say 
is,  that  I  had  no  disposition  to  cut  off  the  speech 
of  th«  gentleman  iirom  Virginia;  fori  have  always 


heard  his  speeches  with  great  pleasure.  But  I 
thought  the  gentleman  was  out  of  order,  and  the 
Chair  decided  that  I  was  right  in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  1  accept  with  pleasure  the 
explanation  of  the  gentletnan  from  Tennessee. 
But  I  (hink,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  Chair 
and  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  I  understand  tht 
fads  ofthe  case,  I  was  not  out  of  order.  I  roa* 
the  other  day  to  submit  a  motion  to  refer  this  bill 
to  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  ofthe 
Union.  I  did  not  then  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  but  declined  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  afTord  me  another  opportunity  to 
explain  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    With  pleasure. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Mv  understandiiw 
was,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  this  debate  was  dosed 
last  week,  thntihe  gentleman  from  California  [Mr. 
Latham]  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  McMullin,]  on  ihecondition  that 
he  would  renew  ihe  motion  which  had  been  made 
for  postponing  the  consideration  of  this  bill  for 
three  weeks.     (To  Mr.  Latham.)    Am  I  right? 

Mr.  LATHAM.     1  understand  it  so. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  but  waited  to  hear  me,  he  would 
have  come  at  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  papers,  the  record  of 
the  Journal,  and  the  recollection  ofthe  Clerk  and 
Speaker  all  go  to  show  that  on  this  bill  there  is  bat 
one  proposition  pending,  which  is  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps]  yield  me  the  floor  for  • 
word  of  explanation  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Yes;  1  Will  yield  it  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  The  proceedings,  an  I  recol- 
lect them,  are  reported  correctly  in  the  Globe  of 
Friday  last.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Orr]  made  a  motion  to  postpone  the  con- 
siderotion  of  this  bill  for  three  weeks.  He  gave 
way  to  me  on  the  express  condition  that  I  should 
renew  that  motion.  After  I  closed  my  remarka, 
I  accordingly  renewed  the  motion,  and  then  gave 
way  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Mdllin,]  with  the  express  condition  that  he 
would  renew  it 

The  SPEAKER,  (intemipting.)  And  thi;  gen- 
tleman from  Virsinia  failed  to  do  so.  That  is  the 
history  of  the  affair. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  from  Cal- 
ifornia has  slated  the  facts  as  I  was  proceeding  to 
stale  them  myself  when  I  was  interrupted.  I  was 
not  in  ihe  House  when  the  bill  came  up  yester- 
day, or  I  would  then  have,  in  good  faith,  renewed 
the  motion  ofthe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Ohr,]  to  postpone  for  three  weeks.  The 
floor  was  taken  from  me  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  the  other  day  when  I  was 
about  to  renew  the  motion;  and  hence,  sir,  I 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Chcrchwell]  was  not  acting  towards  me  in  thai 
extraordinary  friendly  character  which  he  pro- 
fessed the  other  day  when  he  was  speaking  upon 
this  subject. 

My  purpose  now  is, more  particularly,  to  notice 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  California, 
[Mr.  Latham,]  and  to  call  the  attention  of  th« 
House  to  the  fact  which  he  stated  the  other  day, 
that  about  one  third  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  was  paid  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  letters  by  the  express  lines.  Now  I 
beg  the  House  to  remember  this  important  fa(itt 
that  upon  all  the  mail  lines  established  by  law, 
those  express  companies  have  no  right  lo  transmit 
letters,  and  it  is  the  duty  ofthe  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  enforce  the  low  upon  that  subject.  The 
argument  ofthe  gentleman  from  California,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  have  any  influence  with  th« 
'  House,  because  of  the  fact  that  if  you  enforce  the 
law  you  will  break  up  this  system  of  carrying 
letters  by  these  express  lines.  1  understand  that 
the  mails  to  and  from  California  are  of  imnnenaa 
size,  amounting  sometimes  to  twelre  tons  of 
matter. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  afford  all  the  mail  (ik- 
1  cilities  which  are  necessary,  but  I  ask  the  Houaa 
'  if  they  are  prepared  to  vote  for  these  additional 
mail  facilities  between  New  Orleans  and  San  Fran- 
cisco; if  they  are  willing  to  oflfer  a  direct  premiirm 
j  to  those  gentlemen  who  are  contemplated  as  tk« 
'  contractors  within  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ?     1 
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ask  why  does  not  your  Postmaster  General  let 
this  contract,  ad  he  does  all  other  mail  contracts, 
to  the  lowest  bidder?  Why  provide  in  this  bill 
for  a  monopoly? 

Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  th*  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
as  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Missouri 
have  ao  fully  discussed  the  nature  of  this  measure; 
and  I  shall  content  myself  by  voting,  either  to  re- 
fer this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  or,  if  the  friends  of  this  bill 
prefer  to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  1  will  vote  for  that  refer- 
ence. But  1  will  not  consent  that  the  vote  shall 
be  taken  now,  unless  those  who  agree  with  me 
that  the  bill  is  objectionable,  think  best  that  it' 
should  be  taken  now,  and  in  that  case  I  will  con- 
sent to  it. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  have  not  understood  that  this 
bill  contemplated  disturbing  the  existing  mail  con- 
tracts now  existing  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  but  that 
it  contemplates  the  establishment  of  an  additional 
line.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  Postmaster  General  is  required  to 
accept  a  contract,  and  enter  into  an  agreement,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  letter  and  paper  mail 
only.  Now  it  is  true,  perhaps,  that  in  ordinary, 
common  parlance  the  paper  and  letter  mail  would 
embrace  all  the  mailable  matter,  but  in  the  legal 
acceptation  of  those  words  it  would  not  embrace 
all  mailable  matter  besides  letters  and  newspapers. 
This  shows  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  mover 
of  the  bill  to  establish  this  line  as  an  additional 
line  to  California. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHDURNE,  of  Illinois.  Will  the 
gentleman  yield  the  floor  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Does  the  gentleman 
rise  to  a  question  of  order? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.     I  do. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Then  I  yield,  of 
course. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  What  I  desired  to 
know  was,  whether  the  gentleman  has  not  occu- 
pied the  floor  once  upon  this  matter? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman has  had  the  floor  once. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL  Does  the  gentleman 
desire  to  speak  upon  the  bill? 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  If 
the  gentleman  has  occupied  the  floor  once,  my 
purpose  was  to  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  have  not  occupied 
the  floor  upon  the  pending  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  that  is  the  case,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
well  satisfied  from  the  course  of  things  here  this 
morning,  that  the  bill  has  more  merit  in  it  than 
was  at  first  supposed.  It  has  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  able  member  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Hamilton,]  who  has  discussed  and  dissected  its 
details,  this  morning,  and  still  there  is  life  lefl  in 
it — the  main  principle. 

Sir,  neither  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland nor  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri 
have  touched  the  principle  of  this  bill.  Not  at  all. 
They  have  dwelt,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
upon  questions  concerning  its  details.  They  have 
talked  about  the  compensation  which  is  olfered. 
They  have  spoken  of  the  difl"erent  routes  between 
the  two  proposed  starting  points,  but  they  have 
not  touched  the  great  prmciples  of  the  bill  itself, 
not  one  of  them.  They  have  not  told  the  House 
the  principle  was  wrong;  they  need  not,  for  time 
is  money. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  tells 
the  House  that  he  difl°ers  from  me  in  reference  to 
this  question.  That  is  true,  and  we  dilTer  upon 
many  other  questions  besides  this.  I  take  it  the 
honorable  gentleman  belongs  to  the  class  of  which 
there  are  several  in  thisHouse,  who  are  opposed  to 
all  changes,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  wno  would 
not  spend  one  dollar  to  save  ten,  but  who  are 
willing  to  pay  out  a  dollar  at  a  time  all  day,  as  long 
as  they  can  get  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents  to 
one  dollar  back.  1  will  not  say  such  is  the  char- 
acter of  all  who  oppose  this  bill.  They  are  the 
men  who  belong — if  it  would  not  be  indelicate  to 
use  the  expression — to  the  Old  Fogy  party.  For 
myself,  I  belong  to  the  Young  American  party; 
to  the  progressive  party ;  to  that  party  which  is 


imbued  with  a  spirit  of  goaheaditivenesa,  who, 
wlitn  they  see  one  branch  of  the  Government 
withering,  shrinking,  becoming  a  mere  incum- 
brance upon  the  people's  treasury,  are  ready  to 
bring  forward  and  support  a  measure  which  will 
have'the  effect  to  give  that  department  new  life, 
and  place  it  in  a  healthy  condition,  so  that  it 
will  accommodate  the  wants  of  the  public,  and 
thereby  yield  revenue  suflicient  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  it  on.  No  business  will  succeed,  sir, 
unless  conducted  in  a  manner  to  command  the 
patronage  of  the  business  public.  Let  me  ask  if 
this  is  the  case  with  the  Post  OflSce  Department  ? 
No,  sir,  the  expresses  carry  the  mail,  and  the  De- 
partment pay  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
to  companies  for  running  their  steamers  under  the 
pretense  of  carrying  the  Government  mail.  Is 
this  not  so?  Were  not  the  facta  this  way  before 
express  lines  were  established  ?  Then  it  had  no 
competition,  and  the  rural  districts  were  better 
served  with  moil  facilities  than  now. 

Sir,  what  was  the  condition  of  this  Department 
of  the  Government  before  these  expresses  were  ea- 
tabli.ihed  for  carrying  the  mail?  We  had  revenue 
enough  to  afl^ord  proper  mail  facilities.  But  gen- 
tlemen now  say  the  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  in- 
crease the  deficit  of  this  Department;  and  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Missouri,  with  pleasing 
manner,  says  the  title  of  the  bill  should  be  changed, 
and  that  it  .should  be  a  bill  to  increase  the  deficit 
in  the  revenues  of  the  Department.  And  why? 
Because  it  proposes  to  increase  the  sums  now  paid 
for  carrying  the  mail.  It  does  no  such  thing.  It 
proposes  entirely  a  different  thing.  He  thinks 
that  time  is  of  but  little  consequence.  To  this  argu- 
ment I  have  no  reply.  All  know  the  importance 
oftime.  • 

Now  I  wish  this  House  distinctly  to  understand 
that  in  making  out  this  schedule,  I  have  no  choice 
as  to  the  particular  amount  of  compensation. 
The  object  1  had  in  view  was  only  to  present  a 
sufficient  sum  to  induce  competition  in  carrying 
out  the  principle,  which,  like  every  new  principle, 
must  have  a  lest  before  it  is  permanently  estab- 
lished. You  may,  if  you  choose,  strike  out  the 
compensation  altogether,  and  if  you  can  get  any 
one  of  sufficient  patriotism  and  enterprise  to  un- 
dertake to  carry  it  for  nothing,  no  one  will  be 
more  gratified  that  I  shall. 

But  gentlemen  say.  Why  take  it  away  from  the 
Postmaster  General  ?  Sir,  it  proposes  that  he  shall 
accept  the  contract,  if  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
as  he  accepts  all  contracts.  Why  propose  a  mo- 
nopoly? The  bill  proposes  no  monopoly.  One 
great  feature  of  it  is  to  destroy  monopoly,  which 
its  establishment  will  do  effectually.  It  leaves  the 
matter  open  to  competition.  It  invites  the  atten- 
tion of  the  commercial  world  to  contend  for  speed. 
It  proposes  that,  after  a  contract  shall  have  been 
made,  if  an  individual  or  a  company  prove  sufii- 
ciently  and  satisfactorily  before  the  Postmaster 
Genera^  that  they  can  carry  the  mail  three  con- 
secutive months  in  less  lime  than  those  having  the 
contract  do,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  contract. 
Does  the  bill  propose  that  the  Government  shall 
advance  anything  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  project,  as  has  been  the  case  on  former  occa- 
sions? No,  sir;  the  contract  is  to  be  carried  out 
by  individuals,  at  their  own  expense,  and  not  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government. 

Does  it  propose  to  take  vessels  off  the  hands  of 
contractors  whenever  there  shall  be  a  disposition  to 
change  the  contract,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Panama 
and  olhercontracts?  Not  at  all.  Sir,  the  bill  con- 
tainsanewand  important  principle,  wliichiftested, 
will  be  adopted  and  established.  Tire  Govern- 
ment is  amply  guarded  in  that  respect,  indeed  in 
every  respect.  If  it  is  successful  the  Government 
will  receive  much  advantage  from  it;  if  it  fails,  the 
Government  loses  nothing.  It  is  at  least  safe. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Phelps]  tells  the  House  that  every  time  the  mails 
are  changed  there  is  an  increase  of  expenditure. 
Against  that  I  desire  to  guard.  It  is  expressly 
provided  in  the  last  section  of  the  bill  that  a  change 
shall  cause  no  expenditure  to  the  Government. 
I  request  gentlemen  to  read  that  section,  and  they 
will  satisfy  themselves  of  the  correctness  of  my 
position. 

We  are  told  lime  is  of  no  consequence.  What 
are  the  facts?  With  regard  to  the  southern  mail,  by 
way  of  the  South  Carolina  railroad  toNewOrleans, 
for  speed  you  now  pay  over  three  hundred  dollars 
per  mils.    Time  is  money — speed  saves  time;  time 


saved  is  money  made.  Yet  gentlemen  say  thati 
time  is  of  little  importance;  that  the  revenue  of  lbs-] 
Department  cannot  be  increased  by  the  saving  of^ 
time.  Task,  in  reply,  if  it  could  perform  for  the:^ 
business  public  their  mail  service  in  as  good  timeT 
as  the  individual  express  lines  now  do,  if  it  would  1 
not  receive  additional  mail  business — and  conse-  t| 
quently  increased  revenue,  far  exceeding  the  out- 
lay, to  bring  about  the  result? 

The  honorable  member  from  Maryland  leadf 
me  to  believe,  from  his  remarks,  that  he  desires,  if  i 
I   may  be  allowed  the   illustration,  to  place  the  il 
Government  in  thepredicnment  of  a  landlord  own-  rj 
ing   an   indifferent   hotel,  badly  kept,   alongside  I 
of  one   well  conditioned  and  satisfactorily  kept. 
What  is  the  consequence?     Is  it  not  an  inevita- 
ble result  that  one  will  force  the  other  landlord  to 
put  bis  house  in  a  condition  to  compete  with  its  a 
rival,  or  to  suffer  ruin,  or  to  abandon  it;  forthe-< 
house  well  kept  will  get  all  the  patronage,  while  I 
the  other  sinks  and   ruins  the  landlord?     Is  this  : 
not  precisely  the  case  with  the  Government  and., 
Post 'Office  Department?    Is  it  not,  in  a  measure, 
superseded  by  expresses?     Is  not   this  decrease) 
of  business  the  cause  of  the  heavy  deficit  in  the  i 
revenue  of  that    Department?      Must   not    that 
branch  of  the  Government  be  in  a  condition  to 
afford  ample  facilities  and  offer  equal  inducements-l 
to   the  business  public  before  they  can   hope  tofl 
secure  its  patronage?     Is  it  now  in  that  condi-  r 
tion?     Are   the  wants  of  the  public  satisfied  by  . 
the  Post  Office  Department?     If  that  be  so,  there  I 
is  no  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.     But  { 
what  are  the   facts?      Here  is  the  letter  of  the< 
Postmaster  Generol,    in   which    he  recommends-J 
additional  service  for  California,    to   the    extent  i 
of  SGOO.OOO;  and    yet  he  objects  to  the  bill.     If  , 
I   may   be  allowed  to  judge,  and  1  hope  I  do  not  i 
judge  harshly,  it  seems  to  me  that  his  main  ob-  - 
jection  is  because  the  bill  appears  to  take  from  i 
him  patronoge,  while  it  increases  the  revenue  of' 
the  Department.     The  adoption  of  the  main  prin-  ( 
ciple  of  the  bill,   sir,   is  all  1    care   particularly.! 
about;  as  to  its    details,  arrange   them    as   you  .j 
please.     I  do  not  desire  to   have  anything  em- 
braced in  the  bill  which  is  objectionable  to  the ' 
House.   The  principle  of  the  bill,  I  repeat,  is  what 
I  wish  to  see  established.     I  desire  that  the  mails 
shall  be  carried  according  to  time;  not  that  they 
shall  be  placed  in  steamers,  and   these  steamers ' 
allowed    to  moke  their  trips  just  as  they  think  • 
proper;  to  load  and  to  unload  freight  on  the  way, 
and  detain  and   delay  Government  business.     I 
desire  that  whenever  the  Government  mail  is  put 
aboard  that  they  will  speed  quickly  to  the  des- 
tined port.     That  is  the  object  of  the  bill. 

As  I  have  already  said,  however,  I  do  not  wish 
to  embrace  anything  in  it  which  is  objectionable 
to  the  House.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  says 
that  the  time  is  too  long.  It  is  ten  years;  and  he 
talks  about  the  Qaray,  and  the  Sloo,  and  the  Ram- 
say, and  the  Cormack,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
many  other  routes.  The  bill  proposes  the  quick- 
est route.  Nicaragua  is  now  said  to  be  the  quick- 
est. If  so,  let  them  have  it;  but  if  anybody  can 
beat  them  on  the  same  or  any  other  route,  the 
parties  making  quicker  time  should  be  entitled  to 
the  contract.  In  other  words,  the  United  States 
mail,  the  people's  mail,  should  move  along  and 
up  with  all  the  developments  of  the  times. 

Ought  not  Government  reap  the  advantage  of 
such  improvements  and  developments  alike  with 
express  lines.  For  myself,  I  nave  no  choice  of 
routes, and  certainly  no  concern  about  pay.  If  you 
will  establish  the  principle  of  my  bill,  and  any  man 
has  patriotism  enough  to  take  the  contract  without 
compensation, strikeoutlheschedule.  Iften  years 
is  too  long  for  the  contract,  bring  it  down  to  five 
years.  If  that  is  too  long,  bring  it  down  to  one 
year.  All  I  ask  of  you  is  to  establish  the  princi- 
ple, nothing  more  ond  nothing  lass.  Once  prop- 
erly understood  by  the  country,  it  will  be  ae- 
manded  at  your  hands. 

I  hope  the  House  will  give  that  consideration  to 
the  bill  that  its  merits  demand,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  they  will  do  so.  The  motion 
that  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  Orr,]  a  few  days  ago,  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  three  weeks,  has 
been  lost,  I  may  say  by  accident,  as  it  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  it  wos  to  be  renewed.  I 
hope  the  House  will,  therefore,  vote  down  the 
motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  let  it  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


§02 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  12, 


postponed  for  three  weekn,  that  members  may 
nave  an  opportunity  to  investigate  it  as  lliey  desire. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  As  my  progressive  friend 
has  reached  a  water  station,  [laughter,]  I  would 
inquire  why  he  does  not  propose  to  apply  this 
principle  to  all  the  inland  mails,  as  well  as  to  the 
ocean  mails  > 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  If  the  gentleman  had 
examined  the  bill;  if  he  had  paid  attention  to  the 
remarks  which  1  submitted  to  the  House  the  other 
day,  he  would  have  seen  that  the  object  is  to  es- 
tablish the  principle  that  hereafter,  when  con- 
tracts are  let,  the  Postmaster  General  shall  propose 
to  receive  bids  for  carrying  the  mails  from  point 
to  point — say  from  some  point  in  Virginia  to  the 
gentleman's  "water  station,"  if  you  please — 
[laughter]  at  so  much  as  per  schedule  attached, 
according  to  time,  and  the  Postmaster  Gene/ai 
will  then  have  the  privilegeof  selecting  the  lowest 
bids  according  to  lime,  by  which  means  he  will 
be  able  to  give  greater  mail  facilities  to  the  rural 
districts. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  districts  in  the  inte- 
rior will  not  be  served  by  the  adoption  of  this 
measure;  and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  mlvancethe  idea,  in  his 
remarks  to-day,  that  the  interests  of  the  large  cities 
will  be  advanced  by  it.  Sir,  that  is  the  cry  con- 
tinually, not  only  here,  but  elsewhere;  and  upon 
that  point  let  me  ask  this  simple  question:  Who 
is  it  that  pays  the  largest  amount  of  revenue  into 
the  Treasury?  Does  not  your  revenue  come  from 
the  mercantile  community  as  well  as  from  the 
agricultural  community  .>  And  can  you  advance  the 
interests  of  the  one  without  advancing  the  inter- 
ests of  theother.' Do  gentlemen  here  desire  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  the  agricultural  and  the  com- 
mercial communities?  And  if  so,  what  is  the 
character  of  that  distinction?  Can  the  one  exist 
without  theother?  Theirinteresisare  inseparable. 
Where  is  the  basis  of  the  one  without  the  other? 
I  propose  to  advance  the  interests  of  both.  I  pro- 
pose to  give  strength  to  that  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  is  now  palsied. 

We  have  here  the  report  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  that  Department,  telling  us 
that  the  deficit  is  so  great  that  he  is  unable  to  give 
proper  facilities  for  the  tran.iporlation  of  mails  in 
their)land  and  rural  districls.  I  proposeto  remedy 
this  difficulty  by  establishing  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  in  order  that  our  coaches  may  be  replaced  on 
our  inland  and  rural  routes;  that  our  facilities 
may  be  increased.  What  is  the  fact?  You  may 
go  to  the  Post  Office  Department  to-day,  and  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  to  give  you  better  mail  fa- 
cilities, or  as  good  as  you  have  had  heretofore  in 
years  gone  by  in  your  inland  country,  and  what 
does  he  tell  you  ?  He  will  tell  you  that  he  would 
do  it  with  great  pleasure,  but  that  there  is  a  large 
deficit  in  the  revenues  of  the  Deparlment.and  that 
he  cannot  go  to  any  further  expense. 

I  propose  to  remove  this  difficulty,  to  offer  the 
public  inducements  to  patronize  his  Department, 
and  thereby  increase  its  revenue  and  cut  down 
the  deficiency. 

I  trust  the  House  will  consent  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  for  three  weeks,  and  that 
it  may  be  printed,  so  that  members  may  examine 
its  details,  and  discuss  its  merits.  If  members 
will  take  time  to  examine  its  provisions,  to  con- 
sider the  main  principle  involved,  I  have  no  fears 
of  the  result.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the 
bill  to-day,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  it  will  be 
adopted  at  some  future  day.  If  it  is  not,  that 
withered  arm  of  the  Government  will  have  to  be 
severed  from  the  body  to  preserve  it,  or  it  will  eat 
out  its  vitals  and  absorb  its  blood.  I  care  not  for 
the  schedule;  it  is  the  principle  of  the  bill  that  I 
wish  to  see  adopted.  I  desire  to  hold  out  such 
inducements  to  the  business  men  of  the  commu- 
nity as  will  secure  the  safeand  rapid  transmission 
of  the  mails  between  the  important  points  named 
in  the  bill,  as  will  confer  great  and  lasting  benefit 
upon  all  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  new  principle  of  permanent 
public  utiUty  was  ever  established  without  first 
navin^  to  wade  through  bitter  opposition. 

This  bill  contains  a  great  principle.  I  did  not 
expect  it  would  pass  without  opposition.  It 
would  have  been  unreasonable  to  nave  supposed 
that  it  would.  While  1  was  prepared  for  this, 
(ir,  I  did  not  think  that  the  details  would  over- 
shadow the  principle  of  the  bill  in  the  mind  of 
honorable  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  against  it. 


Had  the  principle  been  maile  the  object  of 
attack,  honorable  gentlemen  would  perhaps  have 
felt  the  necessity  for  a  closer  examination  of  the 
bill  than  their  remarks  indicate;  but  should  the 
bill  be  lost,  will  the  country  excuse  them  for  sac- 
rificing an  important  measure  because  they  would 
not  tax  their  leisure  to  study  the  great  principle 
proposed  to  be  established  ?  Gentlemen  have  at- 
tacked ihe  details — the /ipires — and  these  are  noth- 
ing. It  is  the  principle  [advocate.  ltisthej>Hn- 
ciple  I  defend.  I  would  see  it  firmly  fixed  in  the 
administrative  policy  of  the  Government.  Do 
this,  and  it  is  all  I  ask. 

Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  morning  hour  expired .' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Let  us  have  a  vote  some  way  upon 
this  matter. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  do  not  desire  to 
intrude  further  upon  the  patience  of  the  House, 
although  my  bantling  has  been  so  fiercely  attacked 
this  morning.  1  will  ask  the  House  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  for 
three  weeks,  and  that  it  be  printed;  and  upon  this 
motion  I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  KERR.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
postpone  Ihe  bill  indefinitely? 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  a  motion  will  not  be 
in  order  until  the  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day 
certain,  and  the  motion  to  commit  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  are 
first  disposed  of. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  then  more  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  KERR.     Certainly.* 

Mr.  BISSELL.  i  believe  the  morning  hour  has 
expired,  and  1  hope  that  the  House  will  be  inclined 
to  proceed  to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's 
table,  as  there  are  a  few  bills  lying  there. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  motion  pending 
to  commit  ihe  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Churchivell]  moves  to  postpone 
its  further  consideration  to  this  day  three  weeks, 
which  motion  would  take  precedence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  and  print.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Kerr]  moves  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table,  which  will  take  precedence  of 
either  or  both  of  the  other  motions.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  moves  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rissell'i 
motion ;  and  the  House  refused  to  proceed  to  the 
business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  that  the  bill  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  But  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  at  my  request,  withdrew  it  for  a 
moment. 

The  SPE.4KER.  Then  the  motion  to  post- 
pone to  a  day  certain  would  not  be  debatable. 

Mr.LETCHER.  Will  not  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  withdraw  his  motion  to  postpone  for  a 
moment?     I  promise  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    I  cannot  do  so. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  then  renew  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  and  ask  fur  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  having  been  called,  there  were — yeas 
89,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

VBAS— Mewn.  Willis  Allen,  nail,  ndcher,  Bennett, 
Bnyce,  Bridges,  Cani|>hi.-ll,  Carultu'ra,  Chrittiiian,  Clark, 
Cubli,  Cofwin,  Cox,  Crai^e,  Crocker,  Ctllloni,  Dawson, 
Pean,  Drum,  EH«linan,  Eddy,  Ediimnds,  Kiicli^ifi,  Etlier- 
idge,  Evcrhan,  Ewine,  Fuller,  iliirnilton,  A.lron  HnrLin, 
■lawn,  llr-iin,  Hilibard,  llievter,  Howe,  Hunt,  lngt>r«oll, 
DaiiiL-l  T.  Jones,  J.  (Jlancy  Janes,  Kerr,  Kiun-dge,  Knox, 
Ktiriz,  Leioher,  Lilly.  Lindlcy,  Lyon,  McMullin,  "Macy, 
Mauric*;,  Mearjiani,  Middleswftrlh,  John  G.  Miller,  Mor- 
rison, ftlnrray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Peck,  Peckhani.  Phelps, 
Pratl,Pnryear,  Ready,  David  Ritchie,  Rogers,  RulIin,Sabin, 
8app,  Seward,  Seymour,  81law,  Shower,  Himinons,  8in- 
Klctoii,  Skelton,  George  VV.  jdinytti,  Sni>dKrass,  Stralton, 
John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  \alhaiiiel  G.  Tavlor, 
Thiirslon,  Vansanl,  Wade,  Wallcy,  Ellihn  B.  Washbtirrie, 
Israel  Waslihurn,  John  \Venlworlh,  Wiue,  Daniel  B. 
Wrishl,  Yales,  and  ZollicotTer— 89. 

N.\Y8— Messrs.  Aiken,  Applelon,  Banks,  Barksdnio, 
Btirry,  Benson,  Bissell,  Carpenter,  Chaslain,  Chnrcliwell, 
Clinginnn,  Cntf|iiJtt,  Cook,  John  G.  Davis,  Thomas  l>nvis, 
Dent,  Disney,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Kdirerlon.  Ellison,  Fen- 
ton,  Florence,  Goodrich,  <;feenwood.  Grey,  Andrew  J.  Har- 
lan, Haiitpsoii  VV.  Harris,  Harrison,  HaslinfCs,  llugties,  Ro- 
land Jones,  Lalhain,  Lindsley,  McDougall,  Mace,  Mayall, 
Smitli  Miller,  Motfta,  Nichols,  Olds,  Parker,  John  Perkins, 


Phillips,  Riddle,  Rowe,  Hhnnnon,  Saoiuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Hinilli,  William  K.  Sinilh,  Frederick  P.  Hialiloii,  Rich- 
ard II.  riianton,  llestor  L.  Stevens,  Andrew  Stuan, Tweed, 
Uphaiii,  Vad,  and  Warren — 59. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table;  and 
I  also  move  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itwlf 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tiie  slate  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  COBB.    Will  the  gentleman  from   Ohio  . 
yield  to  me,  to  enable  me  to  make  a  proposition? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  declined  yielding  the  (loor. 

Mr.  COBB.  Why,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
has  made  two  motions  at  once. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  has  been  made, 
and  takes  precedence  of  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  not  my  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table  a  privileged  ques- 
tion ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Itisa  privileged  question,  and 
so  is  the  other,  and  one  of  higher  dignity. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  call  for  tellers  on  th* 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Aibe  and 
Campbell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re> 
ported — ayes  50;  not  a  sufficient  number. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  now  move,  Mr.  Speoker, 
to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  row  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  that  the  special  order  may 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  object  to  that  motion. 
I  have  objection  to  the  making  of  a  specitd  order 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  morethat  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
^iHte  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

GRADUATION  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Fuller  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  No.  1,  to  encourage  ag- 
riculture, commerce,  manufactures,  and  all  other 
branches  of  industry,  by  granting  to  every  man 
who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Stales,  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  out  of  the  public  domain,  upon 
condition  of  occupancy  ami  cultivation  of  the 
same  for  the  period  herein  specified,  and  to  grad- 
uate and  reduce  Ihe  price  of  the  public  lands. 

TheCIIAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  the  pending  question  was  the  motion  of  the 
geiilleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Conn]  to  strike  oot 
all  after  the  word  "  that,"  in  the  first  line  of  the 
first  section,  to  the  word  "  all,"  in  the  first  lineof 
the  seventh  section.  Upon  that  motion  thegentlc- 
man  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  is  entitled  to  ih* 
floor. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  rise  to  ask  for  information  in 
regard  to  this  bill;  and,fir8t  of  all,  to  enable  raeto 
arrive  at  the  point  1  desire,  I  ask  what  the  title  of 
the  bill  is  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  read  t]i« 
title. 

The  title  was  then  read, (as  inserted  above.) 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  now  desire  further  to  ask 
whether.debateupon  this  bill  has  been  limited  bj 
the  order  of  the  .House;  and  if  so,  when  and 
under  what  circumstances? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  has  been  limited 
under  an  order  of  the  House,  which  will  be  read. 

The  order  was  read,  as  follows: 

<*  Retolved,  That  House  bill  No.  I,  being  '  a  bill  to  en- 
courage agriculture,  coiniiierce,  manufactures,  and  all  oilier 
brandies  of  industry,  by  granting  lo  every  man  who  Is  the 
head  of  a  family,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  .Stales,  a  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  out  »it  the  pub- 
lic domain,  upon  condition  of  occupancy  andr-nltivation  oT 
the  same  fur  the  period  herein  specified,  and  to  «raduala 
and  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands;'  and  House  bill 
No.   37,  <  10  encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  manurae- 
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and  all  other  bnincbes  of  industry,  by  gniiitin^  to 
man  who  n  ttir  heiiti  ufn  family, mij  a  cilistfii  nl  tile 

"  :^--'       -  ' '    i.I  of  one  huiHlrudarid  Kixly  acrei* 

main,  upon  cnndilion  ol'  ifccu- 

II  .sanie  tor  the  pvriod  herein  ^p«!- 

Mi  1  "tUie  dny.  ill  the  order  in  wliii;h 

•  llie   Houi^e,  for  Tuesday,  llie  Utii  of 

.   for  each  itucceeding  day,  private  bill 

'■-•■"^■ed  of- 

M  on  Raid  special  order  or  billii 

tiitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 

..  vi.tck,  p.  m..  on  Tuesday, 'ilut  of 

1  the  House  Htiall  proceed  to  vole  on 

iiienta,  and  such  as  may  he  oltered  to 

...cU  the  coiuiuittee  sliall  rise  and  report 

Mr.  bISNEY.  Exactly.  I  now  raise  the  point 

r  unler  which  I  have  before  indicated,  nnd  ask 

r  tJie  decision  of  the  Chair  upon  it.     I  Bubmit 

Ibat  the  order  of  the  House,  which  has  Just  been 

lead,  limiting  drbateupoii  the  bills  deeignalet),  haa 

executed    by  the  committee.     1'he  House 

ring  disposed  of  the  homestead  question,  by  a 

ell  setiletl    principle  of  parliamentary  law,  no 

er  bill  propo.-iiog  the  same  is  before  the  House. 

submit  that  question  of  order.     But  even  should 

lis  be  held    otherwi.^e — should  this  bill  be  now 

operly  and  legitimately  before  the  committee,  I 

■uumit  that  the  order  of  the  House  limiting  debate 

and  requiring  the  committee  to  proceed  to  vote,  &c. , 

hat  been  executed,  and  no  longer  applies  to  the 

Gill  under  consideration.     I  make  these  two  ques- 

ions  of  order,  therefore;  First,  that  the  House 

ring  disposed  of  one  homestead  bill,  by  a  well 

tiled  principle  of  parliamentary  law,  no  other 

boineslead   bill  can  come   before  the  committee; 

«i  I  >e.    I  I,  that  the  order  limiting  debate  upon 

I: i-tead  bill  having  been  executed  by  the 

coiiiinitiec,  does  not  apply  to  the  pending  bill,  if 
it  should  be  decided  that  this  bill  is  now  pending 
before  us. 
Mr.  COBB.     I  suppose  it  is  in  order  to  discuss 
IS  question.     1  think  I  can  show  the  committee 
lai  the  gentleman's  questions  of  order  will  not 
kold  good.     I  think  the  intelligence  of  the  com- 
iitee  will  brine  them  to  that  conclusion. 
The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is    not  in  order. 
The  order  of  the  House  is  in  the  plural  number, 
including  bills  No.  1  and  37.     Bill  No.  37  seems 
to  have  been  disposed  of;  and  bill  No.  1  is  still 
ndin^. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  That  is  the  very  point  I  make. 

heae  bills  are  both  upon  the  same  subject,  and  I 

submit  Lbat  the  disposition  of  one  dispones  of  them 

both. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Bill  No.  1  has  not  been 

js^>ofled  of. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Am  I  to  understand  the  Chair 
to  rule  that  if  there  be  forty  homestead  bills  re- 
ferred to  this  committee,  this  one  having  been 
d.s/iose-i  of,  the  others  would  still   be  before  the 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  Chair  rules  that  of 

tlie  two  bills  designated  in  the  order  of  the  House 

which  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  only  one  has 

n  disposed  of,  and  that  debate  is  closed  upon 

^i  bill. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN^     It  seems  to  me  that  the 
point  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  is  well 
ken.     Those  two  bills  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
M-matter,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
hole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  one  of  them 
as  taken  up  and  disposed  of,  and  it  seems  lo  me 
it  in  disposing  of  that  bill  the  House  disposed 
ef  the  Buliject-matter,  and  that  the  other  bill  is  no 
lunger  belore  us.     I  do  not  think  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  to  make  this  bill  a  special  order. 
ow  I  had  no  such  intention. 
Mr.  COBB.     It  was  my  intention  to  make  it  a 
cial  order.  I  had  charge  of  the  bill:  and  I  think 
t  was  the  intention  of  ihe  House. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.     That  was  not  my  inten- 
1  repeal,  that  the  House  having  disposed  of 
subject-matter,  it  seems  to  me  this  bill  should 
iot  come  up  in  the  committee.     That  is  my  opin- 
ion; and  I  think,  u[H>n  reflection,  the  Chair  will  so 
rule. 
Mr.  PH  ELPS.     I  desire  to  inquire  whether  the 

Ionier  of  the  House  specifies  both  bills.  No.  1  and 
■o.  37 .' 
iMr.  COBB.     Certainly  it  does. 
■  Mr.  PHELPS.     Is  bill  No.  I  undisposed  of? 
■  Mr.  COBB.  Certainly  it  has  not  been  disposed 
■T.     It  is  the  bill  now  before  the  committee. 
■  The  CHAIRMAN.     Does  the  geiitlenmii  from 
porth  Carolina  appeal  from  the  decision  uf  the 
n.iir  ' 
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Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
understood  distinctly  the  decision  made  by  the 
Chair. 

The  CFIAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
one  bill  designated  by  the  order  of  the  House  has 
been  disposed  of,  and  that  the  other  is  now  before 
the  committee,  upon  which  debate  has  been  Icrmin- 
aud. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  With  a  yiew  of  ascertain- 
ing the  sense  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  Ihe 
question,  whether  both  bills  were  disposed  of  fcy 
the  House,  I  will  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair^ 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  hope  the  Chair  will  again  state 
the  question  upon  which  an  appeal  has  been  taken, 
so  that  the  House  may  distinctly  understand  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  again  slated  the  question. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  permit  me  to 
make  one  othersuggestion.  Thegentleman  from 
North  Carolina  says  he  thinks  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  House  to  make  this  bill  a  special 
order.  I  will  say  to  thatgentlemnn  that  the  ilouse 
has  half  a  dozen, times  recognized  this  as  a  special 
order.  It  has  been  postponed  from  day  to  (lay  as 
such. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  aware  that  debate  is  not  in 
order;  but  I  wished  to  make  the  suggestion  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  matter  better  under- 
stood by  the  committee. 

The  question,  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee.'"  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  declared  to  be  legitimately  be- 
fore the  committee. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  would  be  glad  if 
the  Chairman  would  state  what  really  is  the  spe- 
cial order  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  question  has  been  disposed 
of,  in  my  opinion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
title  of  the  bill  now  the  special  onler  before  the 
committee,  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill  (No.  1)  as 
previously  inserted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  the  amendment  to  strike  out  all  that  portion  of 
the  bill  relating  to  homesteads. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Did  I  understand  the  Chair  as 
embracing  in  his  decision  the  second  point  of 
order  which  I  made? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  as  raising  a  second  poiTit  of 
order. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    I  did  present  a  second  point. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  the  genUeman  state 
his  second  point  of  order  again. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Never  liiind.  I  will  not  press 
it. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  oppose  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  to  a  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  tiien  proceeded  with  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  move  to  add 
the  following  proviso  at  the  end  of  lh«  seventh 
section: 

Provided^  That  no  one  person  shall  enter  more  titan  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  under  the  provisions  of  ibis 
section. 

Mr.  COBB.  With  thegentleman'spennission,. 
I  would  slate  that  there  is  in  another  part  of  the 
bill  a  provision  that  no  person  shell  enter  more 
than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  That  pro- 
vision, I  think,  is  much  better  than  the  one  the 
gentleman  has  proposed.  The  bill  is  meant  for 
the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  and  cultivators  alone. 
If  no  gentleman  wishes  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
section  which  precedes  Ihe  seventh  line,  1  have  an 
amendment  to  olfer. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  propose  to  amend  it  by  strik- 
ing It  out. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  bill  is  one  of  the  manifold 
schemes  presented  lo  this  House,  by  which  to  des- 
poil the  General  Government  of  a  portion  of  the 
i  public  domain;  and  while  it  avoids  the  question  of 
I  constitutional  power,  it  is  quite  as  indefensible, 
upon  the  ground  of  policy  and  expediency,  asany 
other  proposition  which  has  been,  or  probably 
will  be,  submitted  to  the  House. 

But,  sir,  fur  ma  lo  attempt  to  show  to  this  House 


all  the  objections  that  legitimately  apply  to  thia  ]l 
bill,  within  the  limits  of  five  minutes,  would  be 
simply  absurd;  and  here  I  find  myself  in  the  posi- 
tion of  opposing  one  of  the  most  important  billi 
that  could  possibly  be  brought  before  Congres8;y 
involving  the  disposition  of  hundreds  of  millions 
of  acres  of  the  public  domain,  without  the  power 
or  the  opportunity  of  giving  lo  the  House  the  rea- 
sons why  such  a  bill  should  not  be  adopted.  All 
that  I  can  do,  under  the  circumstances,  is,  of  ne- 
cessity, briefly  and  hurriedly  to  slate  a  few  of  the 
prominent  objections  lo  that  bill;  and  I  can  only 
do  even  that  by  snatches,  by  fits  and  starts,  by 
offering  amendments  under  the  rule,  pro  forma,  in 
order  to  dodge  in,  and  steal  in  five  minutes  re- 
marks at  a  time. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible, 
in  the  present  posture  of  the  aflairs  in  which  this 
bill  is  placed,  that  either  the  House^or  the  country 
can  understand  the  reasons  for  or  against  this 
measure. 

To  begin,  sir,  this  whole  bill  proceeds  upon  a 
false  assumption  with  regard  to  tne  facts.  It  pro- 
ceeds upon  Ihe  idea  that  because  lands  have  been 
offered  for  sale,  and  have  remained  a  long  lime  un- 
<  sold,  those  lands  are  therefore  of  less  value  llian 
the  other  lands  owned  by  Ihe  Government,  and 
ought  to  be  put  in  market  at  a  less  price.  Now, 
this  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact  I  have  before  me 
a  document  which  goes  to  the  point.  In  1828, 
upon  a  proposition  of  this  sort,  the  Land  Oflice  was 
called  upon  to  give  an  exhibit  of  the  number  of 
acres  of  the  public  domain  then  in  market  and 
offered  for  sale,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  value.  This  document  shows  that  at 
that  time  the  amount  of  public  land  then  in  market 
and  offered  for  sale  was  fifty  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres, 
estimated  at  a  value  of  $30,700,5G6.  Assuming 
the  theory,  upon  which  the  bill  now  pending  before 
the  committee  is  based,  that  those  lands  were,  of 
necessity ,  of  a  less  value  because  they  had  remained 
in  market  for  so  long  a  period  of  time  although 
offered  for  sale 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  If  I  unders'and  Ihe  purport 
of  the  remarks  of  the  gentlfinan  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Disney,]  he  is  opposed  to  the  idea  of  graduating 
and  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  1 
most  confess  my  astonishment  at  Ihe  position 
assumed  by  that  gentleman,  as  he  comes  from  a 
State  where  the  public  lands  have  been  in  market 
many  years;  and  I  presume  a  gentleman  of  his 
observation  must  have  noticed  the  fact  that  many 
of  these  lands  remained  unsold.  The  gentleman 
correctly  remarked,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible, 
in  the  limited  time  of  five  minutes,  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  merits  of  a  question  of  this 
kind.  I  think  that  the  bill  under  consideration  is 
a  very  important  one,  which,  if  passed,  will  result 
in  a  great  uenefit  to  the  country.  I  believe  that 
the  price  of  lands  which  have  remained  in  market 
for  a  great  length  of  time  should  be  reduced  for 
one  reason,  among  others,  which  I  think  is  a  very 
important  one.  It  would  cause  the  lands  to  be 
settled  and  cultivated.  It  would  prove  of  incalcu- 
lable advantage  lo  have  these  lantJS  settled  as  emi- 
gration progresses  westward.  In  other  words, 
when  a  tiistrict  of  country  is  open  to  settlement, 
inducements  should  be  held  out,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, upon  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  have  such 
district  of  country  entirely  occupied  and  settled, 
before  lands  are  brought  into  market  in  another 
district  of  the  country.  We  all  know,  that  as  you 
go  westward  and  open  a  new  district  of  country 
for  sale,  thai  speculators  go  in  and  select  all  the 
best  lands,  leaving  the  refuse  lands  unsold.  From 
this  cause  township  and  county  organizations  are 
prevented  ,and  lari;e  quantities  of  second  and  third- 
rate  lands  are  left  unsold  and  unimproved.  Ifyou 
were  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  these 
second  and  third-rate  lands,  many  settlers  occupy- 
ing the  best  lands  would  induce  their  friends  to 
purchase  and  occupy  these  refuse  lands,  and  bring 
ihein  into  a  state  of  cultivation.  But  if  persons 
are  obliged  to  pay  the  same  price  for  lands  which 
have  been  culled  over,  year  after  year,  as  they 
would  have  to  pay  for  first-rate  lands  by  going  a 
little  further  West,  they  will  move  on  where  they 
can  make  such  selection;  and  in  this  way  is  the 
western  country  settled,  by  persons  who  select  the 
best  lands,  and  leave  the  second  and  third  rule 
lands  unsold  and  unimproved.  It  seems  lo  me  to 
be  the  dicute  of  sound   policy  that  we  should 
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graduate  and  reduceihe  price  of  the  public  lands, 
■o  as  to  bring  them  into  market. 

Mr.  BISSCLL.  I  propose  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  substituting  for  the  words  "  one  dnllnr," 
in  the  fifth  and  sixth-  lines,  the  words  •'  ninety 
cents." 

I  think  that  there  never  was  a  wiser  proposition 
with  regard  to  the  public  Innds,  presented  to  Con- 

freas,  than  that  embraced  in  this  seventh  section, 
t  is  not  a  new  proposition,  but  has  been  often 
urged  upon  the  country  by  our  wisest  statesmen, 
and  those  best  acquainted  with  the  operalioii.s  of 
our  land  system.  U  is  well  known  that  heretofore 
the  public  lands  have  been  grasped  by  Congress 
with  a  strong  and  tight  hand,  or  else  this  policy 
would  have  been  defeated  long  ago.  Does  it  not 
approach  very  near  to  absurdity  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  sell  all  these  lands,  of  whatever  quality, 
however  or  wherever  situated,  at  the  same  price? 
Does  any  private  individual  act  in  that  way,  let 
his  property  be  what  it  may.' 

But  we  are  informed  that  the  fact  of  these  lands 
having  been  in  market  for  a  long  time  and  unsold 
is  conclusive  evidence  that  they  are  less  valuable 
than  the  others.  That  is  not  the  argument  which 
some  of  my  friends  have  used  in  this  Hall  on 
other  questions.  We  have  insisted  that  when 
lands  nave  been  in  market  for  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  years,  it  is  well  for  the  Government  to  dis- 
pose of  them  in  some  way,  though  at  a  much  less 
price  than  $1  25  per  acre.  I  still  adhere  to  that 
opinion.  Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think,  besides, 
that  that  is  the  very  way  to  test  the  value  of  these 
lands.  If  these  shrewd  men  who  desire  lands  for 
speculation  or  for  cultivation  have  rambled  over 
the  territory  for  twenty  or  thirty  years,  selecting 
here  and  rejecting  there,  and  have  left  this  tract 
unsold  for  forty  odd  years,  it  is  the  best  possible 
evidence  that,  for  some  reason  or  other,  that  partic- 
ular region  is  less  valuable  than  others. 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  is  the  beginning 
of  a  system  which  is  to  deprive  the  Government 
of  all  benefit  from  the  public  lands.  I  was  some- 
what surprised  to  hear  that  objection  coming  from 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Disnev.J  Here- 
tofore he  and  I  have  urged  upon  this  House  the 
propriety  of  appropriating  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  railroads,  on  the  ground  that  the  Government 
loses  nothing  by  it,  inasmuch  as  the  alternate  re- 
served sections  were  doubled  in  price.  And  I  have 
urged  that  position  honestly,  as  I  believe  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  has  urged  it,  and  I  have  voted 
accordingly.  But  what  did  we  see  here  the  other 
day  in  connection  with  this  subject.'  After  we 
had  voted  millions  and  millions  of  acres  of  the 
public  lands  for  railroad  purposes,  Inainly  upon 
that  ground,  a  bill  came  in  here  proposing  to  give 
to  all  the  actual  settlers  on  the  re.served  sections 
the  ri^ht  to  enter  their  land  at  $1  25  per  acre,  the 
old  price;  and  my  friend  from  Ohio,  who  is  now 
BO  much  alarmed  on  account  of  the  public  lands, 
voted  for  that  measure. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  is 
mistaken.     I  did  not  vote  in  favor  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  beg  pardon.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  says  he  did  not  vote  for  the  bill 
referred  to.     So  far  I  stand  corrected. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  another  propo- 
sition before  the  House,  which  proposed,  not  to 
sell  for  a  dollar,or  fifty  (•ents,  or  twenty-five  cents, 
land  to  actual  settlers,  or  to  any  others,  but  abso- 
lutely to  give  to  every  man  who  chooses  to  take 
f)Ossessinn  of  it  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
and.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  not  a  matter  of 
surprise,  after  we  have  voted  for  a  proposition 
like  that,  to  hear  it  asserted  that  this  bill,  which 
proppses  to  fix  the  prices  of  the  public  lands  more 
nearly  in  accordance  with  their  value  than  these 
prices  now  are,  is  a  measure  which  would  inflict  a 
loss  on  the  General  Government.' 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  would  like  to  meet  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  in  every  point  connected  witli 
this  matter.  I  have  studied  it,  sir,  in  all  its  as- 
pects and  in  all  its  bearings,  and  I  am  confident 
that  I  can  satisfy  the  House  and  the  country  that 
such  a  bill  as  this  before  us  is  entirely  wrong  in 
principle. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  was  broken  off  before 
in  my  remarks,  I  was  rending  a  document  which 
is  a  full  answer  to  the  friends  of  the  measure.  1 
will  have  it  read  now 

Mr.  COBB,  (interrupting.)  F  think  we  had 
belter  give  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  half  an  hour 


to  finish  what  he  has  to  say  on  the  subject.  We 
might  as  well  do  so,  and  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  the  whole  of  us. 

Several  Membeks.  Yee;  give  him  half  an 
hour. 

Some,  however,  objected. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  document 
which  1  was  on  the  point  of  reading  at  the  expir- 
ation of  my  time  is  itself  an  answer  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Bia- 
SELL.I  That  document  shows  that  in  1828  there 
werenfty  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  un- 
sold, which  had  remained  in  market  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  and  which  were  estimated  then  by 
the  Land  Office  at  the  value  of  820,700,000.  And 
yet,  in  1840,  only  twelve  years  subsequently  to 
the  date  of  this  statement,  nineteen  millions  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  lind 
forty-one  of  these  same  fifty  millions  of  acres — 
barely  exceeding  one  third  of  the  quantity — had 
been  sold,  and  yet  this  one  third  of  the  quantity 
brought  $24,05y,03a— $4,000,000  more  than  the 
whole  fifty  millions  of  acres  had  been  estimated 
at  in  1828.  This  document  of  itself,  then,  is  an 
answer  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois. 

I  repeat  again,  this  document  establishes  the 
fact  that  the  fact  of  land  having  remained  a  long 
time  in  market  unsold,  is  no  evidence  of  the  want 
of  value,  or  want  of  fertility  in  the  soil.  Various 
other  circumstances  enter  into  the  result,  and  de- 
termine the  value  of  these  different  parcels  of  the 
public  domain.  The  general  improvement  of  the 
country  and  the  increase  of  the  settlements  are  to 
be  taken  into  account.  Why,  it  may  be  that  a 
poor,  barren,  and  sterile  soil  may  become  valuable 
on  account  of  the  building  materials  upon  it,  which 
are  called  into  use  by  the  increasing  demand  for 
them  as  the  country  fills  un.  It  may  be  that  the 
very  poorest  soils  may  be  enhanced  in  value 
twenty-fold  by  reasons  of  improvements  which 
maybe  made  in  their  vicinity,  as  has  been  the 
case  in  neighb(frhoods  where  railroads  have  been 
run,  or  are  proposed  to  be  run.  A  gentleman  the 
other  day  mentioned  a  case  in  reference  to  land 
within  his  own  knowledge,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  a  railroad  had  been  located,  which  land 
previously  could  not  have  been  sold  for  fifty  cents 
an  acre,  but  cannot  now  be  bought  for  twenty-five 
dollars  an  acre.     Such  instances  are  not  rare. 

Again,  look  at  the  absurdity  of  the  policy.  Year 
after  year  you  are  surveying  and  throwing  into 
the  market  for  sale  three  times  the  quantity  of 
public  lands  which  can,  by  any  possibility,  be 
taken ^p  by  the  demand  of  the  country.  Your 
measure  of  policy  is  to  make  the  supply  greater 
than  the  demand;  and  consequently,  as  a  matter 
of  necessity,  you  will  always  nave  a  large  surplus 
of  land  on  hand  unsold,  and  which  has  been  in 
market  a  considerable  period  of  time  for  want  of 
a  purchaser.  And  yet  while  pursuing  this  policy 
of  throwing  upon  the  market  a  superabundance  of 
land  each  and  every  year,  you,  at  the  same  time, 
propose  to  adopt  a  policy  which  will  reduce  the 
price  of  this  land  after  it  has  been  in  market  a 
short  lime.  You  over-supply  the  market,  and  so 
keep  it,  and  then  upon  that  the  excess  is  not  sold, 
because  it  is  of  less  value  than  the  part  sold. 

If  it  be  the  true  policy  of  the  country  to  reduce 
the  price  of  these  lands,  as  suggested  by  thegen- 
tleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  stop  your 
present  policy  of  surveying  large  additional  por- 
tions of  the  public  domain,  and  throwing  that 
upon  the  market.  The  two  systems  are  incom- 
patible, and  cannot  work  in  harmony.  Arrest 
the  extension  of  your  settlements,  and  then  you 
will  be  able  to  dispose  of  the  unsold  land  in  the 
older  districts. 

1  repeat,  while  you  are  continuing  to  inundate 
the  market  with  a  supply  of  the  public  domain 
largely  exceeding  the  demand,  it  is  absurd  to  adopt, 
upon  the  other  hand,  a  policy  which  will  reduce 
the  nrice  of  those  lands  after  they  have  been  in 
market  a  short  period  of  time. 

Again,  take  the  case  of  my  own  State.  There 
are  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  remaining 
unsold  in  that  State,  as  good  in  quality,  if  not  far 
better,  than  much  of  the  land  in  the  western  States, 
and  readily  sought  by  purchasers.  These  lands 
have  been  in  market  for  twenty  to  thirty  years; 
and  according  to  this  bill  they  would  have  to  be 
offered  for  sale  at  from  twelve  and  a  half  to  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre. 
Mr.  DUNHAM  here  obtained  the  floor. 


.  Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana allow  me  to  make  a  single  remark .' 
Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will. 
Mr.  BISSELL.  1  find,  by  consulting  the  rec- 
ord which  is  before  me,  that  upon  the  proposition 
to  reduce  the  price  of  these  reserved  lands  from 
$2  50  to  Jl  25  per  acre,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  DiiNerJ  is  recorded  as  voting  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  can  only  say  in  reply,  if  I 
am  so  recorded,  I  never  intended  to  give  anysuch 
vote. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  However  that  may  be,  here 
is  the  record,  and  there  is  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "one  dollar,"  and  inserting  "  eighty  cents. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  to  allow  me  to  make  an  ex- 
planation .' 

Mr.  DUNFIAM.     I  have  no  time  to  spare  out 
of  my  five  minutes;  but  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman. 
j      Mr.  PERKINS.     I  desire  t*- say  a   word  in 
relation  to  the  bill  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
I  Illinois  [Mr.  Bisseli.]  said  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  voted  in  the  affirmative.     That  wag  a' 
bill,  if  I  understand  it,  applying  only  to  lands  in 
I  Arkansas  upon  the  borders  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  applies  to  all  persons  living 
on  these  reserved  sections. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  The  principles  of  the  biU 
may  be  general  in  their  application. 
Mr.  BISSELL.  They  are. 
Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  am  compelled  to  claim  the 
floor.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  suppose  what  I 
have  to  say  will  change  the  course  of  a  single 
member  of  this  committee  in  reference  to  this  bill; 
but,  nevertheless,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  remarks 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnei] 
require  that  some  explanation  should  be  given  to 
the  members  from  the  older  States. 

Now,  it  is  very  true  that  some  of  these  lands, 
which  have  been  in  market  for  many  years,  art 
finally  sold  out  at  the  Government  price.  But  I 
have  in  my  mind  tracts  of  land  in  the  district 
which  I  had  thehonortorenresent  in  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  in  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  now,  which  have  remained  in  market 
twenty,  thirty,  and  some  of  them  forty  years,  and 
which  yet  remain  unsold.  They  have  been  taken 
up  in  small  quantities,  year  after  year,  but  large 
tracts  in  my  districtstill  remain  unsold;  and  at  the 
Government  price  of  $1  25  an  acre,  perhaps  wiU 
not  be  taken  up  for  twenty  years  to  come. 

Now,  suppose  the  prices  of  these  lands  had  been 
reduced  twenty  years  ago;  or  suppose  some  such 
system  as  is  now  proposed  in  this  bill  had  been 
adopted,  some  of  them  would  have  been  taken  up 
immediately,  most  of  them  would  have  been  taken 
up  ten  years  ago,  and  but  very  few  would  now  re- 
main unsold;  and  these  lands  which  have,  for 
thirty  or  forty  years  remained  an  uncultivated 
waste,  would  have  been  cultivated  and  settled. 
Would  it  not  have  been  mucl^  better,  not  only  for 
the  district  of  country  in  which  the  lands  lie,  but 
much  better,  also,  for  the  interests  of  the  General 
Government,  that  they  should  have  been  sold  at  a 
reduced  price,  and  the  revenues  arising  therefrom 
put  into  the  public  Treasury,  and  appropriated  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  rather  than  that  they 
should  have  remained  a  wilderness,  as  they  are 
now.' 

I  will  tell  you  how  it  ia  that  these  lands  are ; 
taken  up  at  all  now.     There  are  farmers  who  ha« 
lar^e  farms  with  but  little  timber  upon  them,  am 
find  it  desirabje  to  add    land  containing  timber 
although  it  triay  be  uncultivatable,  and  so  a  fei 
acres  are  in  this  way  taken  up.     Or  perhaps  80m*]| 
railroad  or  a  canal  is  built  in  the  vicinity,  and 
this  manner  lands  which  were  before  worlhle 
become  valuable  in  consequence  of  the  improTe-1 
menls.     Now,  would  it  not  have  been  much  bet- 
ter if,  instead  of  waiting  for  these  improvementl 
to  be  made,  the  price  of  these  lands  had   been 
duced  twenty  or   thirty  years  ago,  so  that  t} 
would    have  been  taken  up,  thereby  giving   ye 
not  only  the  use  of  the  proceeds  of  their  sale,  b 
by  their  settlement,  increasing  your  revenue  I 
increasing  the  commerce  of  the  country?  By  aucli 
course  these  improvements  might  have  been  made 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  sooner.     I  submit  to  you 
whether  it  ia  good  policy  for  the  Guvernmenl  to  . 
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keep  these  lands,  now  perfectly  worthless,  unoc- 
cupied, thus  preventing  their  being  taken  up^ 
thus  retarding  the  settlement  of  the  country  for 
forty  or  fifty  years,  for  the  sake  of  getting  at  last 
$1  25  an  acre  for  them  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  One  word  in  reference  to  the 
bill  for  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Bissell]  says  I  voted.  I  have  Just  looked  at  it. 
That  bill  was  in  relation  to  a  different  principle, 
as  I  find,  entirely  different  from  any  here  involved, 
ft  was  in  relation  to  the  recognition  of  a  presump- 
tive right.  That  I  probably -did  vote  for.  But  I 
will  not  discuss  that  now,  sir.  It  is  a  perfect 
fallacy  for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, and  others 
who  have  discussed  this  subject,  to  suppose  that 
they  can  increase  the  permanent  demand  of  the 
public  for  these  lands  by  any  legislation  upon  the 
part  of  Congress.  You  cannot  increase  that  de- 
mand ad  libitum:  You  mny,  from  time  to  time, 
produce  a  fever  in  the  market  which  will,  for  a 
time,  cause  an  unnatural  demand  for  land;  but  if 
you  will  take  a  series  of  years,  you  will  find  that 
the  demand  for  the  public  domain  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivation  is  regulated  by  your  population,  and 
the  wants  of  that  population.  And  if  those  lands, 
which  the  gentleman  says  have  been  unsold,  were 
sold,  other  lands  in  the  newer  States  of  the  Union 
would  have  remained  unsold.  It  was  a  question 
with  the  purchasers  whether  they  should  select 
the  lands  there  or  the  lands  at  some  other  place; 
and  although  you  may  stimulate  the  demand  by 
the  reduction  of  the  price,  yet,  I  repeat  that,  taking 
a  series  of  years,  whether  you  put  up  or  put  down 
the  price  of  the  public  domain,  the  demand  for  it 
will  remain  the  same,  other  circumstances  remain- 
ing the  same.  And,  sir,  it  is  a  neglect  in  attending 
to  this  fundamental  and  important  principle  which 
leads  these  gentlemen  into  the  error  which  they 
evince  in  regard  to  this  subject. 

I  said,  when  I  was  up  before,  that  the  fact  of 
land  having  been  ofTerea  for  a  long  time  for  sale 
without  a  purchaser,  was  no  evidence  of  value. 
Why,  turn  to  the  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office.  In  the  last  one  which 
he  has  submitted  to  Congress,  you  find  that  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  the  very  State  represented  by 
my  friend  here,  returns  of  land  sold  not  only  for 
$1  25  per  acre,  but  above  tl(V>t  price,  up  to  JI2  50 
per  acre — land  which  had  been  in  market  without 
finding  a  purchaser  for  thirteen  years;  in  other 
cases  for  nine  years;  some  nineteen  years;  some 
twenty-eight  years;  and  others  as  high  as(hirty- 
four  years.  They  had  been  in  market  without 
finding  a  purchaser  at  $1  25  per  acre;  yet  in  less 
than  twelve  months  they  were  sold  at  ^  50  per 
acre 

The  defeat  of  this  bill  is  not  alone,  however,  in 
the  error  of  the  principle  of  which  I  have  spoken. 
It  is  objectionable  in  various  other  respects.  Why, 
think  of  the  immense  amount  of  labor,  if  at  all 
practicable,  which  would  be  required  to  classify 
all  these  lands  throughout  the  entire  publicdomain 
of  this  great  Republic.  Many  of  these  lands,  and 
part  of  tracts,  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  differ- 
ent periods.  One  part  of  a  tract  was  offered  in 
market  at  one  period,  and  another  part  at  another 

£eriod ;  and  how  are  you  to  classify  them  ?  At  the 
.and  Office  they  tell  me  that  the  work  would  be 
interminable,  if  not  impossible. 

Mr.  COBB.  There  is  amap  there  showingthe 
precise  time  all  lands  were  put  into  market. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  have  just  said  that  parts  of 
B  tract  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  one  point  of 
time,  and  other  parts  at  other  points;  and  how 
unpracticable  will  be  the  classification.  I  have  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  whichi  will  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  that  it 
may  be  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman's  timehas 
expired. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dunham's 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  six  and  a  quarter  cents  per 
acre."     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  must  apply  to  the  amendment  now 
pending. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  What  is  the  amendment 
pending? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  to  strike  out  "  one 
dojiar"  and  to  insert  "  eight  cents." 


Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Well,  I  move,  profmna,  to 
strike  out  "  eight"  and  insert  "  fifty." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  situation  of  the  new  States 
in  reference  to  their  public  lands  is  well  known. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  the  largest 
landed  proprietor  within  their  borders.  Those 
lands  are  reserved  from  taxation.  They  are  held 
by  the  Government  under  a  species  of  mortmain, 
or  dead  hand,  and  it  is  literally  a  "  dead  hand" 
placed  on  the  energies  of  the  people  of  the  States 
in  which  those  lands  lie.  Sir,  in  England,  from 
which  we  derive  our  laws  and  even  our  prejudices, 
there  is  a  hostility  against  corporations  holding 
lands  to  an  unlimited  extent;  and  the  new  States 
of  this  Union  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  pre- 
cisely similar  laws;  for  this  great  political  corpo- 
ration Of  the  United  States  holds  in  morfiiiain  a 
large  portion  of  the  lands  in  those  States  of  this 
Confederacy  known  as  the  land  States.  Why, 
you  cannot  get  the  Legislature  of  one  of  those 
States  to  pass  an  act  chartering  a  corporation  in 
which  one  of  the  first  provisions  is  not  that  such 
corporation  shall  not  hold  more  than  a  certain 
quantity  of  land.  This  is  because  it  is  well  known 
that  the  fact  of  the  ownership  of  such  lands  within 
the  country  is  a  disaslerto  the  people  of  the  States 
in  which  those  lands  lie. 

Now,  I  say  that  this  Government  owes  it  to  the 
States  in  which  these  lands  lie  to  deal  with  them 
in  a  fair,  a  just,  nay,  more,  sir,  in  a  liberal  spirit. 
It  never  was  intended  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  become  the  perpetual  owner,  or  the 
ownerfor  centuries,  of  lands  lying  within  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the 
Union. 

.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  says 
that  if  you  will  keep  these  lands  long  enough  they 
will  some  day  become  of  value.  He  refers  to  doc- 
uments to  show  that  lands  which  were  offered  for 
sale  thirty  years  ago,  and  could  not  be  sold,  can 
be  sold  at  the  present  day,  in  consequence  of  the 
improvements  which  are  now  projected  through 
the  country;  and  he  tells  us  that  if  the  Government 
will  hold  on,  with  thegrasping  spirit  of  the  miser, 
to  these  lands  whjch  have  been  offered  for  sale  for 
thirty  years,  and  have  not  yet  been  improved,  in 
thirty,  or  sixty,  or  ninety,  or  one  hundred  and 
twenty  -years  hence,  they  will  become  valuable,  in 
consequence  of  improvements  then  projected.  Sir, 
is  this  the  manner  in  which  the  Government  is  to 
deal  with  the  Slates  in  which  these  lands  lie  .>  Is 
the  Government  to  keep  the  lands  perpetually 
bound  up  in  the  hope  that  some  thirty,  sixty,  or 
ninety  years  hence  there  will  hi  some  improve- 
ments running  through  that  waste  country  which 
will  then  give  value  to  the  lands.'  No,  sir;  I  say 
that  it  is  tne  duty  of  this  Government  to  act  in  a 
different  spirit.  If  the  lands  within  those  States 
have  been  offered  for  sale  for  thirty  years,  and 
there  has  been  no  offer  to  purchase  them,  it  is  the 
best  evidence  that  those  lands  are  not  worth  the 
price  asked  for  them.  Apply  to  your  public  londs 
precisely  the  same  principle  that  you  would  apply 
to  the  sole  of  any  other  commodity  in  the  mar- 
ket  

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  must  express  my  surprise 
that  a  gentleman  of  the  ability  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Alabama  should  get  up  here  and 
present  such  arguments  as  those  which  he  has 
just  presented.  He  contends  that  the  fact  of  the 
land  having  been  offered  for  sale  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  and  having  no  purchaser,  is  an  evidence 
ofits  wantof  value.  Now,  that  would  be  true 
if  the  purchaser  had  no  choice,  but  was  compelled 
to  take  that  land  or  none.  But  1  put  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman whether  it  is  at  all  conclusive  on  that 
point,  when  the  purchaser  has  the  option  of  either 
buying  that  land  at  that  price,  or  going  to  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  country,  and  selecting  other 
lands  at  the  same  price. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS,  (interrupting.)  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  if  he  had  goods  to  dis- 
pose of,  calicoes  for  instance — and  should  expose 
them  for  sale  thirty  years,  at  a  dollar  a  yard, 
without  receiving  anything  for  them — would  it 
not  be  good  evidence  that  the  calicoes  were  not 
worth  the  price  asked  > 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  will  repeat  that  the  argument 
offered  by  tha gentleman  from  Alabama  would  be 
(rue,  if  there  were  no  choice  to  be  made  and  pur- 
chases could  not  be  effected  elsewhere.  11  might 
be  fair  to  infer  from  the  fact  that  the  unsold  lands 
I  were  not  worth  as  much  as  some  other  lands  of 


the  Government,  but  certainly  it  is  no  evidence 
that  the  unsold  land  is  not  worth  $1  25  per  acre. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  here  interrupted, 
occupying  the  remainder  of  the  five  minutes  of 
Mr.  DisNET  by  expressing  his  dissent  from  the 
views  of  that  gentleman,  and  advocating  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  will  move,  with  the  assent  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  an  amendment 
which  will  answer  some  of  the  objections  urged 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Phillips.]  It 
is  to  strike  out  the  words'"  one  dollar,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  "  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Disnet]  in  his  proposition,  moves  to  strike  out 
the  entire  section  of  this  bill.  The  purpose  of  that 
proposition  is  to  defeat  the  objects  contemplated 
by  the  bill.  If  I  did  not  know  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  as  well  as  I  do — if  I  had  not  so  long  observed 
his  course  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — I 
might  have  mistrusted  the  particularobjecl  that  he 
has  in  view.  But,  sir,  when  I  look  at  the  history 
of  the  country,  and  find  that  measures  were  intro- 
duced here — coming  from  the  State  of  Ohio— at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  proposing  to  give  to 
that  State  all  the  public  land  witiiin  her  jurisdic- 
tion, and  when  I  recollect  the  movements  tnat  have 
taken  place  in  this  House  at  the  present  session, 
proposing  to  give  to  the  State  of  Ohio  all  the  lands 
within  her  jurisdiction — when  I  look  at  all  this,  I 
say,  I  would — did  I  not  know  the  gentleman  as 
well  as  I  do — attribute  his  opposition  to  this 
measure  to  the  ground  that  he  expects  his  State  to 
get  all  the  public  land  within  her  limits  without 
having  to  pay  anything  at  all  for  it. 

Sir,  when  you  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  you  bring  the  lands  of  the  State  of  Ohio  into 
market,  aud  into  speedy  market;  and  in  a  very 
few  years — even  probably  before  that  policy  can 
prevail  to  any  great  extent — you  get  the  money 
out  of  the  State  of  Ohio  for  the  lands  within  her 
jurisdiction  at  the  graduated  price. 

What  does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  propose 
by  defeating  this  measure?  He  proposes,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  do  this — or  at  least  the  practical 
effect  of  its  defeat  will  be — to  keep  the  public  lands 
at  $1  25  per  acre,  and  thereby  to  keep  them  in  the 
same  condition  of  wildness  and  unprofitableness 
in  which  they  have  been  from  the  organization  of 
the  land  system  of  the  country  to  the  present  time. 
Yes,  sir,  that  is  it.  Why,  there  is  nothing  but 
pine  deserts  and  mountains  now  vacant,  in  my 
country.  My  father  emigrated  to  it,  and  I  was 
raised  almost  in  the  midst  of  these  lands  Since 
the  good  lands  of  that  country  have  been  taken  up, 
what  has  been  the  result?  Why,  the  poor  man 
goes  and  locates  a  quarter  section,  or  forty  acres 
of  land  there,  which  is  admitted  not  to  have  been 
worth  Jl  25  per  acre,  the  best  of  it,  from  the  very 
fact  that  it  has  been  in  the  market  for  thirty  years 
— he  goes  there,  I  say;  he  settles  on  the  land ;  he 
builds  a  house,  and  clears  ten  or  fiAeen  acres  of 
land;  and  then,  sir,  one  of  the  Shylocks,  whom 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  protect,  buys  up 
the  tract  at  $1  25  per  acre,  comes  and  turns  this 
man  out  of  his  hcmse  and  home  because  he  Is  not 
able  to  pay  $1  2d  per  acre  for  the  whole  tract. 
What  do  these  Shylocks  pay  that  price  for  ?  Is  it 
for  the  original  intrinsic  value  of  the  land?  No, 
sir;  it  is  for  the  labor  which  the  poor  man  has 
expended  upon  it;  and  that  is  the  very  policy  which 
the  defeat  of  this  bill  will  perpetuate. 
I  1  did  not  purpose  to-day  to  allude  to  this  matter; 
I  but  I  was  led  into  these  remarks.  I  would  rather 
'  lose  my  eye  than  neglect  to  utter  the  sentiments 
which  1  feel  in  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  citi- 
zen and  of  the  man  who  contributes  all  his  might 
to  raise  his  house,  and  clear  and  cultivate  his  farm 
for  the  support  of  his  family.  I  will  state  before 
the  discussion  closes,  the  effect  of  this  state  of 
facts.  I  will  point  you  to  the  district  of  country 
lying  within  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  I  will 
also  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  to 
testify,  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  were  reserved 
by  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  when  they  ceded  that 
part  of  the  country  to  the  United  States.  The 
provisions  of  the  cession  required  the  lands  to  be 
sold  at  graduated  prices.  What  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  this  wise  provision?  Why,  the  lands  in 
that  region  of  country  have  been— -almost  every 
acre — teiken  up. 
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Mr.  DISNEY.  I  now  uk  that  the  letter,  which 
I  before  eent  to  the  Chair,  may  be  read. 

The  letter  wae  read,  aa  follows: 

Laud  Orncc,  March  tS,  18M. 

Sia :  In  accordance  with  your  reque:il,  I  have  (lie  honor 
10  inclo^  yon  a  Matciuenl  vibiUtini  ihe  quantity  or  public 
landf  in  market  and  unwld  on  Uie  jihli  Jane,  1818,  in  Uw 
•everal  land  diiuicu  therain  mentioned,  iheaareiaia  value 
ol  llioM  landt  aa  atmaae^  or  ealimaled  by  the  land  offlcera, 
Ihe  qnanttly  ofttaOM  land*  Hid  between  the  SOU)  June,  l^t, 
and  die  30tta  Septemker,  1840,  wilta  the  amount  received 
C>r  them. 

I  would  have  been  roneh  pleased  to  bring  thia  ttalemeni 
npto  date,  but  the  preeaure  of  buainaM  ia  aucb  tbal  I  And 
il  wholly  impoaaible  to  do  ao,  In  view  of  the  great  amuunt 
of  labor  involved  in  it. 

Thia  tialemeni,  eml>raciag  a  period  ineloding  the  moM 
proaperoua,  aa  well  as  Ihe  most  adverae  yean  for  .the  land 
system,  is  probably  as  fUr  as  any  that  could  be  prepared. 
It  includes  districU  in  nine  of  Ihe  land  IMates,  and  therelbre 
tbe  resulu  are  not  traceable  to  any  local  causes. 

To  auempi  to  ealaUisb  this  system  will  involve  immense 
labor,  asii  will  require  an  entire  ciassiaeaiion  of  all  the 
public  laudsofthe  United  Stales,  and  in  many  cases,  parts 
oflhe  same  section  even  have  been  ofli»ed  at  dUTerenl  and 
remote  perloda. 

Tbe  iiilninium  price  of  the  public  landa,  (1  ilil  per  acre, 
is  merely  nominal.  Analyse  it  as  you  will,  it  will  bo  per- 
ceived thai  a  very  sliriit  amount  of  industry  will  pay  for  It. 
If  it  be  only  pine  land,  an  hour's  woric  each  day,  alter  tbe 
labor  of  the  fanu  ia  over,  will  enable  him  to  malie  ihingles, 
auvas,  hoops,  or  lumber,  in  a  abort  lime,  sufficient  19 
pay  for  it.  And  if  it  be  pcaliie,  tbe  crop  of  a  aingle  saaaon 
will  support  bis  Amily  and  pay  for  his  land.  If,  however, 
It  it  thought  one  season  is  too  short,  extend  the  period  to 
two,  three,  four,  ordve years,  in  which  preilmptors  can  pay 
ibr  Ibeir  lands. 

Tbe  only  plan  yet  presented  for  fixiiii  tbe  graduated 
pricea,  is  tbe  length  of  limelbe  landa  have  been  in  market ; 
and  die  reaulla  in  the  Chickasaw  cession  have  been  referred 
10  as  evincing  the  efficient  working  of  tbe  system. 

In  that  cession  there  was  comparatively  little  land,  and 
it  was  in  the  midst  of  a  densely  popalaled  community. 
The  surrounding  lands  were  kept  up  to  the  minimum  of 
#1  as  per  acre,  and,  of  course,  tbe  readier  sale  of  tbose  at 
a  less  price.  They  were  oflbred  In  small  paresis,  aa  wanted, 
and  in  that  way  tbe  beat  lands  ware  fltsi  lakeo,  then  ihe  next, 
kc;  and  there  would  seem  to  be  more  reason  for  reducing 
the  piles  of  ibe  less  valuable  or  relbse  land. 

But  Che  graduating  principle,  if  applied  to  tbe  whole  of 
the  publie  domain,  would  not  resemble  thia  in  a  single  fea- 
ture. 

For  many  years  about  ten  millions  of  acres  have  been 
aorveyed  and  brought  into  market  each  year,  and  that,  too, 
with  a  fbll  l^iowledgetbat  fWHUone  to  three  milHoaa  would 
supply  the  entire  demand.  Thua  about  Ibnr  flitba  of  Ibe 
land  each  year  waa  left  nnparebased ;  and  it  would  be  ab- 
aurd  to  suppose  that  there  was  not  much,  very  much,  aa 
good  land  remaining  as  any  that  had  been  sold.  Moreover, 
the  lapse  ofdme.  that  is  supposed  todispose  of  all  the  good 
land,  enhances  tlie  value  of  the  poorer  lands.  As  tbe  set- 
tlements extend  and  become  dense,  rocky  lands,  wholly 
worthless  for  cnllivation,  become  valuable  Air  building  ma- 
terials. 80  also  of  sandy,  gravelly,  and  poor  pine  lands. 
Suppose  an  acre  of  pine  lands  would  grew  three  hundred 
trees,  allowing  considenibly  more  than  ten  feet  square  Ibr 
each  tree,  and  that  each  tree  would  yield  an  average  of 
Ibree  hundred  feet  of  one  inch  plank,  it  would  amount  to 
ninety  thousand  feet  of  lumber.  This  divided  into  (1  as 
^per  acre,  would  make  the  coil  to  the  aeltler  but  little  ofer 
the  one  hundredth  pan  of  a  aiill  per  fool,  a  mere  nominal 
price,  wliiie  the  lumber  would  yield  a  handaome  profit,  and 
Ihe  scrub  landa  would.  be^valuaUe  for  hoop-poles,  if  for 
nothing  else. 

But  If  Ihe  gradualing  system  be  introduced,  Ihe  Ural 
-  aeldera  will  have  to  pay  full  price  Air  their  lands;  while 
those  who  come  after  ibem  will  get  them  at  less  price. 
This,  Instesd  of  promodng  the  settlement  of  tbe  lands,  will 
have  a  tendency  to  retard  them,  aa  each  year's  delay  would, 
for  some  or  otlier  of  tbem,  reduce  the  price. 

To  you,  sir,  who  are  ao  inumalely  acquainted  with  the 
openiionaofthe  lahd  system,  the  Inclosed  statement  and 
above  suggestions  will,  I  am  sura,  satisfy  yon  of  Ihe  fhllacy 
of  the  gradualing  p^ess. 

Wiib  great  respect,  your  obedient  scrrani, 

JOHN  WILSON,  CSmmfnimer. 
Bon.  D.  P.  UiaMaT,  Smu*  of  Jtepretentatiss*. 

Mr.  ROWE.  1  more  that  the  committee  do 
now  riae. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Upon  that  qucMion  I  demand 
tellen. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meiara.  Cox  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  quesuon  waa  taken;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  63,  a  farther  count  not  being  demand«l. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr. 
Follbr]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
.aideration,  and  particularly  the  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  1)  granting  portions  of  the  pubKc  lands  to 
actual  settlers  thereon,  and  to  reduce  and  graduate 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  had  come  to  no 
resolution  thereon. 

ENROLLKD  BILLS. 

Mr.  KERR  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  bills  of  the 


following  titles,  which  were  signed  by  the  Speaker: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Deany,  widow  of 

the  late  Lieutenant  James  A.  Deauy,  of  the  United 

States  Army; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Edv^rJa; 

and 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  ths  legal  representatives 

of  Isaac  P.  Simonton. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE  SPBAKCR'S  TABLB. 
Mr.  BISSELL.    Aa  it  is  not  quite  the  usual 
adjourning  hour,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the 
peaker 'stabler 

Mr.  KERR.    I  believe  that  f  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  eentleman  fron^  North 
Carolina  was  recognized  by  the  Chair,  and  he 
yielded  for  the  repOrt  of  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  merely  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  House  adjourn.     [Laughter.] 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
by  the  hands  of  Asbobt  Dicumi,  Esq.,  its  Sec- 
retary, notKying  the- House  that  that  body  had 
passed  a  certain  bill,  and  asked  the  concurrence  ol 
the  Houae  therein.] 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  to 
adjourn,  so  that  we  may  go  to  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  refer  the  Senau  bills  lying 
there  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  KERR.  If  there  be  a  disposition  to  do 
anything,  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn  with 
great  pleasure. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  move  that  the  Houae  do  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
the  Speaker'ii  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  sUnding 
committees  of  the  House  be  called  on  for  reports. 
What  is  the  use  of  referring  bills  after  bills  to 
committees  when  they  have  large  numbers  ol  re- 
ports ready  to  submit  to  the  House  without  being 
able  to  do  so?  Lei  us  first  get  rid  of  what  «e 
have  before  you  give  us  others. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  decline  to  go 
to  tbe  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  call 
on  committees  for  reports. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  Houke  agreed 
to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  At  House  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  "to  authorize  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  select  the  residue  of  land  to  which  she 
is  entitled  under  the  act  of  8th  August,  I84<i, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers;"  which  waa  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  iu  title,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  FHELrs, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  I  suppose  Irom  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  made  vesterday,  that  the 
bill  granting  :<the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois 
a  .portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Central  rail- 
way would  be  the  first  business  in  order  when  we 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
the  Speaker's  tabls. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decided  that  a 
postponement  of  the  consideration  of  the  bill  yes- 
terday when  it  was  up  to  a  particular  day,  would 
make  it  the  firat  business  in  order  when  the  House 
next  went  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
the  Speaker's  table;  but  it  was  not  postponed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  Is  it  not  true  that 
the  House  adjourned  yesterday  pending  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  that  bill  on  the  table  i 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  true  that  a  motion  was 
made  by  some  gentleman  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stats  of  the 
Union.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  however, 
moved  to  postpone  its  consideration  to  a  particu- 
lar day.  some  other  gentleman  then  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  The  House  then  ad- 
journed, leaving  all  these  motions  pending.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  that  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  without  poetponing 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  a  pwtienlar  day, 
requiree  it,  according  to  a  rule  to  which  the  Chair 
can  refer  if  it  be  necessary,  to  take  its  place  on 
the  Speaker's  table  in  the  fourth  class,.  The  Chair 
said  yesterday,  that  if  the  House  postponed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  a  particular  day,  the 
bill  would,  after  that  day  arrived,  be  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  when  the  House  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table.    That 


is  vthat  the  Chair  intended  to  aav  yesterday.  Bat 
the  House  did  not  make  that  order. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  will  recollect  that 
he  askwl  the  Chair  what  would  be  the  oonditioa 
of  the  bill  if  its  consideration  were  positioned  to  a 
day  certain  ?  The  Chair  replied  that  when  that 
day  should  arrive,  it  would  be  the  firat  business  in 
order  when  the  House  proceeded  to  ti.e  consider- 
ation oflhe  business  on  the  Speaker'.,  -able. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  desire  to  make  one  other  in-* 
quiry,  and  then  I  shall  have  done.  Do  I  andcr- 
stand  the  Speaker  10  state  now  that  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa 
does  not  change  its  present  condition  > 

The  SPEAKER.  Thatrootion  would  notchaogc 
the  condition  of  a  bill  taken  from  tbe  Speaker's 
table,  whatever  effect  it  might  have  upon  a  hill  re- 
ported from  a  committee.  The  practice  in  regard 
to  bills  reported  from  committees  has  been  onifaiv. 
When  a  motion  to  commit  is  made,  and  left  pend- 
ing, it  keeps  the  bill  as  the  firat  business  in  order  in 
the  morning  hour.    But  that  has  never  been  tbe 

gractice  in  regard  io  the  disposition  of  bills  on  the 
peaker's  table;  nor  is  there  any  reason^under  the 
rules,  for  such  a  practice— for  it  ia  pnly  a  practice. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  move  that  ths  Honse  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  PHgLPS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  will  withdraw  that  motion.  We  eso 
refer  a  number  of  bills  in  a  very  few  moments. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  have  no  objection;  bat  I  saw 
there  was  a  very  evident  indisposition  to  do  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  PH  ELPS.    Oh,  yes,  we  can  refer  bills. 

Mr.  HUNT.  WeU,  I  withdraw  tbe  notion  to 
adjourn. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  then  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  firat  and  serond  tine 
by  their  respective  titles,  and  severally  referred  ss 
indicated  below: 

An  act  td  relate  the  pay  and  increase  the  eS- 
ciency  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  ior 
other  purposes.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiiiin. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Ooggin.  Be- 
fcrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OSes  and 
Post  Roads. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  oonfimiag 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  (m 
other  purposes.  Referred  to  t£e  Committee  en 
Private  Land  Claims. 

An  set  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith.  Refaitil 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  L«nd  Claiaie. 

An  act  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  ooHeclioa  dis- 
trict of  Milwaukie,  in  the  Slate  of  Wiaeonsis, 
and  for  other  purpoeea.  Referred  to  the  Coasaul- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Butler.  Reftr- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mn.  Sally  T.  B.  Coch- 
rane, widow  of  the  late  Lieatenant  R.  B.  Coch- 
rahe,  ofHbe  United  Statea  Army.  Rcrerrcil  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affaire. 
'^  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parsons. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  00  Invalid  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Knapp.  Rcfcncd 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Peneiona. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Carlton.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Invahd  Pennons. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Commander  O.  J.  Pea- 
dergrast.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affain. 

An  act  to  provide  compensation  for  tbeaervieas 
of  George  Morell,  in  adjusting  the  titlee  to  lands 
in  Michigan.  Ritferred  to  toe  Committee  of 
Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  S.  RusselL  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

An  art  for  the  relief  of  James  Wormsley.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Penaioos. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.^.  McLane.  Re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  authorizing  the  legal  reprcsentatires  of 
Antoine  Vasquez,  Hypolite  Vaaquez,  Joseph 
Vasquez,  and  John  Colligan,  to  enter  certain  lands 
in  Missouri.  Referred  to  the  Comnuttee  On  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Lea.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  confirming  the  claim  of  Dusnan  de  la 
Croix  to  a  lot  of  land  therein  deacril>ed.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  ClaiiBS. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oidcon  Hotchkiaa.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  Roljert  Jemison  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  Benjamin  Williamson. 
Relerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Puat  Roads. 

An  act-for  the  relief  of  Almanzon  Huston. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Bean  and  Richard 
H.  Bean,  of  Arkaffsaa.  Referred  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Pierce  and  An- 
drew Hodge,  jr.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  DickerholT. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theresa  Dardenne, 
widow  of  Abraham  Dardenne,  deceased,  and  their 
children.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Miller.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  La  Reintrie. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Miller.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Llewellyn  Washington. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Brigadier 
General  Richard  B.  Mason.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  • 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  represent- 
atives of*the  late  Robert  Sewall.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Anactfor  the  relief  of  Dr.  S.  R.Addison,  passed 
assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manuel  Hernandez. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Culver.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  G.  N.  Baptiste  Beaubien. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark in  reference  to  the  bill,  the  title  of  which  has 
just  been  read.  It  does  not  relate  to  public  lands; 
nor  does  it  properly  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims;  but  it 
relates  to  a  portion  of  the  old  fort  Beaubien,  a 
military  post  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  which  was 
appropriated,  some  forty  odd  years  ago,  for  the 
Bite  of  the  fort,  and  has  been  reserved  for  that 
purpose  ever  since.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
Itroper  direction  of  this  bill  is  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

It  was  so  referred. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Joynes.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  th^  legal  representatives 
of  James  Erwin,  of  Arkansas,  and  others.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

An  act  for  therelief  of  A.  Q.  Bennett.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Nourse.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  IsraelJohnson.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  bark  Abeona 
to  Mount  Vernvn.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  McAvoy.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

INDIGENT   INSANE. 

The  SPEAKER  next  announced  Senate  bill, 
making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent 
insane  persons. 

Mr.  BISSKLL.  I  should  like  to  know,  Mr. 
Speaker,  In  what  condition  that  bill  now  stands. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  open  to  commitment 
or  to  amendment.  The  Chair  understands  that  a 
demand  for  the  previous  question  is  pending 
upon  it. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  {  hope  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  will  be  seconded. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  theHousedonow 
adjourn. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri withdraw  that  motion,  until  we  second  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question  on  this  bill ' 


Mr.  PHELPS.  No;  better  let  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clock,  p.  m., adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thdrsdat,  ^pril  13,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lernport  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  held  at  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
measures  may  be  taken  to  secure  freedom  of  reli- 
gious worship  to  American  citizens  traveling  or 
residing  in  foreign  countries;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  Simeon 
Stedman,  praying  remuneration  for  services  ren- 
dered during  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Obed  Husseyr  praying  the 
renewal  of  his  patent  for  a  reaping  machine, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADDITIONAL  LAND  OFFICE  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  "  establishing  a  land  office  in 
the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan,"  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sinate  to  take 
up  and  consider  the  bill  at  this  time. 

There  being' no  objection,  theSenate  proceeded, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill. 

It  proposes  to  create  a  new  land  district  in  the 
lower  peninsula  of  Michigan,  to  be  called  theShe- 
boygan  district,  for  which  a  register  and  receiver 
are  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

RAILROAD  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolvei,  Thnt  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  In- 
structed tu  iiiquiru  into  tlie  expediency  of  making  a  grant 
of  laud  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Iron 
Bay,  in  tlie  State  of  Micliigau,  to  Little  Bay-de-Noquette. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration 
thereof,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned  over  until  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuHRSDAT,  ^pril  13,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  are  in  order  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

EXPLORATION  OP  THE  AMAZON. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
make  a  report  to  the  House.  Some  time  ago  a 
resolution  was  referred  to  that  committee 

Mr.  GREY.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky withhold  his  report  for  a  moment,  to  enable 
me  to  offer  a  resolution  of  inquiry  which  will  not 
occupy  the  House  more  than  a  minute  or  two? 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  matter  which  I  have  in 
hand  can  be  disposed  of  in  a  single  minute. 

As  I  was  saying,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  resolution 
was  sent  some  time  ago  from  this  House  to  the 


Committee  on  Printing,  directing  that  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  printing  twenty 
thousand  additional  copies  of  Lieutenants  Hein- 
don  and  Gibbon's  report  of  a  survey  of  the  river 
Amazon.  The  committee  have  instructed  me 
to  report  it  back,  with  a  resolutionauthorizing  the 
printing  of  ten  thousand,  instead  of  twenty  tjfiou- 
sand  extra  copies. 

The  following  resolution  was  thereupon  read 
by  the  Clerk: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  printed  ten  Ihouiuind  additional 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Hurveys  and  exptoralions  of  the 
river  Amazon,  with  the  plates  and  maps  aeconipnnying,  by 
Lieutennuu  Herndon  and  Gibbon — two  hundred  and  tiliy 
of  llicni  for  distribution  hy  Lieutenant  flenidon,  two  hun- 
dred and  tirty  for  distribution  by  Lieutenant  Gibbon,  and 
Uie  remainder  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  tliis  House. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  amend 
that  resolution  by  increasing  the  number  of  addi- 
tional copies  from  ten  thousand  to  twenty  thou- 
sand . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  understand,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  there  has  been  ordered  by  the  House 
at  the  present  session  of  Congress  ten  thousand 
copies  of  this  work,  which  have  not  been  as  yet 
printed;  and  this  resolution  provides  for  an  addi- 
tional number,  making  the  whole  number  that 
will  have  been  ordered  to  be  printed  twenty  thou- 
sand. It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  as  many  as  the 
House  should  order.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  will  withdraw  hia 
motion. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Sjanton,] 
who  reported  this  resolution,  when  we  may  ex- 
pect to  gel  the  copies  which  have  already  been 
pcdered  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  first  part  of  the  work, 
embracing  Herndon 's  report,  has  been  printed 
upon  an  order  of  the  Senate;  but  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Gibbon  was  not  made  to  this  House 
until  within  a  recent  period— only  a  few  weeks  ago. 
It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  who  will 
proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch  in  the  execution 
of  the  work. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  understand  that  none  of  the 
Gibbon's  report  has  been  yet  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. This  is  a  very  useful  work,  containing  a  large 
amount  of  useful  information  in  reference  to  a  re- 
gion of  country  heretofore  but  little  known;  and  I 
think  that  twenty  thousand  extra  copies  will  not 
be  too  many,  (therefore  adhere  to  the  motion 
which  I  made. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
seem  to  be  laboring  under  an  erroneous  Idea  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject.  The- report  of  Lieutenant 
Herndon  has  been  published  under  an  order  of  the 
Senate,  but  not  embracing  the  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Gibbon,  which  was  not  then  finished.  The 
resolution  of  this  House,  passed  some  time  since, 
directed  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  that  report 
to  be  published,  and  also  provided  that  Lieutenant 
Gibbon's  report  should,  when  made,  be  included. 
That  report  has  only  been  completed  within  the 
last  three  or  four  weeks.  It  has  been  laid  upon 
your  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  The  extra 
number  now  proposed  to  be  published  will  contain 
both  of  these  reports.  They  are  very  valuable, 
and  afford  rich  and  interesting  information  in 
reference  to  the  country  watered  by  the  river 
Amazon. 

The  resolution  which  was  passed  a  short  time 
ago  provided  for  the  publication  of  ten  thousand 
copies,  and  the  resolution  which  I  have  offered 
now  provides  for  an  additional  ten  thoiisand.  But 
the  coat  of  printing  the  additional  ten  thousand 
will  not  be  as  great  as  that  of  the  first  ten  thou- 
sand, as  the  original  composition  of  the  work 
will  be  charged  to  the  previous  ten  thousand.  I 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  withdraw  his  demand  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will,  if  the  gentleman  wBl 
renew  the  call. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  I  will.  I  desire  to  know 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
when  we  shall  probably  receive  this  work,  if  it  be 
ordered,  or  those  which  have  been  ordered.' 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  am  informed  that  the  man- 
uscript is  now  in  the  hand  of  the  printer,  and  he 
is  at  work  upon  it.  No  doubt  it  will  be  speedily 
executed 

Mr.  HIESTER.  Can  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  form  any  idea,  from  the  information  he 
bos  upon  the  subject,  when  the  printer  will  be 


)igitized  by 


Google 


908 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


AprU  I8> 


likdy  to  finish  tbt  wock,  and  hare  it  nmiiy  for 
deliTery?  That  ii  what  wave  particularly  aiucioua 
to  know. 

Mr.  MURRAY.  The  printer  of  the  Hou«e 
hoa  oov  commenced  printing  Lieutenant  Hern- 
don's  report.  He  has  put  a  urge  force  upon  it, 
and  will  have  it  ready  rery  soon  fordelirery.  He 
has  provided  himself  with  an  additional  number 
of  presses,  and  the  extra  docuinenta  will  be  got 
along  with  as  fast  aspossible. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  wish  to  say  a 
word  as  to  the  time  when  thcsa  documents  .will 
probably  be  delivered. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  I  betier*  I  am  entitled  to  the 
floor,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  detain  the  House  but  for 
a  moment,  if  the  gentleman  will  yield. 

Mr.  HIESTER,  (retaining  the  floor.)  I  wiH 
give  way  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  we  may  very  reasonably 
expect,  from  the  number  of  copies  we  are  order- 
ing, and  the  amount  of  printing  which  we  are 
having  done,  that  those  gentlemen  who  shall  not 
have  the  good  fortune  to  be  reidected  to  the  next 
Congress,  will  have  the  pleasure  of  finding  the 
documents,  which  they  now  order,  delivered  to 
their  successors  in  the  next  Congress,  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  them  among  the  people. 

Mr.  D.EAN.  Then  we  are  not  interested  in 
the  question. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  If  what  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  says  shall  prove  true,  tben  these  docu- 
ments will  go  into  our  districts,  and  that  is  where 
we  desirMiat  they  shall  go.  The  publication  of 
this  and  other  works  is  not  for  our  individual 
benefit,  but  for  that  of  the  people  of  the  count^. 

As  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Stan- 
ton] withdrew  the  call  for  the  previous  ouestion 
merely  to  allow  me  to  make^m  inquiry  or  him.  I 
now  renew  the  demand. 

The')>reviaus  question  wa^  then  aeeonded.  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  put;  and,  upon  a  diviaioD, 
eighty-five  members  rose  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  the  y«as  and 
nays  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  only  seventeen  members  voted  therefor. 

Mr.  JdNES,  of  Tennessee  1  demand  tellers 
upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JON  ES.  I  demand  tellara  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  division  was  then  completed,  and  twenty- 
three  members  rose  in  the  negative— no  quorum 
TOtipg. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.of  illiooia.  I  move  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  put;  add  a  call  of  the  Hoose 
was  reused. 

The  SPEAKER  then  counlMi  the  Hoos*.  aad 
declared  a  hundred  and  thirty-aix  member*  to  be 
present.  .    - 

The  question  was  again  put;  and  decided  in  the 
alErmative — ayes  94,  noes  34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agraed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I 
tiemand  the  yeas  and  nays.      , 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  que^n  was  then  taken;  and  the  House 
rsfuaed  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  Uien  Uken;  and  the  resohi- 
tion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted;  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[A  messaee  was  here  received  from,  the  Prcat- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Sidmct 
Wesstcr,  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary,  informine 
the  House  that  lie  bad  approved  and  signed  a  bin 
to  establish  additional  land  districts  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Minnesota. 

Also,  that  he  had  approvsd  and  signed  sundry 
private  bills. 

Also,  transmitting  a  eommunication  in  writing.] 


Uie  1 


P08TMA8TBR  OBNBKAL. 
Mr.  OLDS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 
Mr.  QREY,  who  said:  Mr.  Spsoker,  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  submit  the 
following  resolutions: 

1.  AdoiM^,  That  Uie  PiwunaiMr  Oeaeral  be  diieeled  lo 
Airnttb  the  Houm  of  Repreaeiiiatives  wiUi  copies  nf  aJI 
orden,  rules, or  regnlalions  Klopisd  by  him,  which  prevenl 
or  deny  to  the  membet*  of  ttw  OoffliniH«e  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  the  privilefe  of  lolDg  Into  lli«  pablie  rooois 
of  the  Post  Ofllce  Departinent  daring  olllce  hours,  sad  of 
then  and  there  eiaminiiig  the  public  records  of  that  Dsport- 
nentt 

a.  iissslMd,  Tharthe  Pastmaster  General  be  directed  to 
abolisfaall  rulea,  orders,  or  regoiatioas,  which  pcevcols  or 
denies  the  prinl«(e  to  the  members  of  the  Committse  on 
Uie  Posi.Offiee  and  Post  Roads,  or  say  one  of  them,  (torn 
ing  into  the  public  roonts  in  the  Post  Office  OcpartOMOt 
iring  office  hours,  and  then  aad  there  examining  such 
"Ue  records  la  the  preseacs,  aad  with  the  aasisMaea  of 
dark  having  cd^arte  of  them,  as  siMh  measher  may  de- 
sire. That  he  also  abolish  all  rules,  orders,  or  rrgiUatloDs 
by  which  the  clerks,  or  either  of  them,  are  prevented  or 
restraineil  fraffl  anbrdlng  lo  any  member  of  said  couunlttee 
such  infbrnwUoa  during  Iboas  ezaanaaiiaas  as  the  paUie 
records  of  the  PoslOfltea  Oepaqmeat  will  enoMe  hha  lo 
give.  V 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  object. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  am  satisfied,  if  the  gentiemaa 
will  allow  me  to  explain,  that  ha  will  withdmw 
his  objection,  and  that  the  Houae  will  unanimoualy 
adopt  the  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasur*  of  the 
House  to  hear  the  gendeman  i 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  GREY.  The  recommendation  of  the  hon- 
orable Postmaster  General  to  Congress  to  sanction 
and  ratify  a  contract  which  he  had,  without  legal 
authority,  entered  into  for  transporting  and  expe- 
diting the  mails  between  Montmimery,  Alabama, 
and  New  Orkaos,  by  way  of  Mobile,  was  re- 
ferred, bj  a  vot*  of  this  House,  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Fost  Oflice  and  Post  Roada,  (of  which  I 
am  a  member,)  for  a  full  and  careful  inveatigation, 
and  to  report  to  this  House  all  the  facta  relating 
thereto.  As  soon  aa  possible  after  the  reference 
to  out  committea,  I  introduced,  and  thia  Houae 
adopted,  resolutions  calling  upon  tha  Poatroaater 
Genual  for  information  baarine  on  the  propoai- 
uon,  (which  was  on  tha  records  of  the  Ot^iart- 
ment.) 

1  am  prepared  to  ahow  that  ths  information 
furniaheii  by  the  Poatmaster  General  in  this,  and 
in  other  inatancas,  is  not  full  and  accurate — that 
it  is  contradictory.  The  siatement  of  facts  in  the 
letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  cannot  be  rec- 
onciled witluJie  fatjts  stated  in  other  official  docu- 
ments beforl  the  committee  upon  thia  and  other 
aub)ecta. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  I  went  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
facts  correeUy,  and  why  it  was  that  the  letter  and 
report  were  not  moreexplicitand  full,  and  did  not 
agree  with  the  facta  as  they  actually  exiatcd,  and 
why  the  different  portions  of  them  did  not  sgree 
with  each  other.  I  charge  no  intentional  fraud  on 
the  PostmaalerGeoeral.  But  I  will  state  facts,  and 
can  prove  that  there  are  very  important  omissions 
and  mislakea  in  Ihat  report,  and  in  other  official 
reports  from  that  Oepartmant,  which  aaaured  ma 
that  they  were  not  wholly  reliable.  I  stated  to 
the  Second  Aeaislant  Poslmaster  General,  at  the 
Department,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Contract 
Office,  and,  in  that  capacity,  haa  the  control  of  all 
thia  information,  that  1  wanted  to  go  to  the  clerks' 
rooms  to  examine  the  official  papers  and  records 
of  th^  Department,  the  eorreapondence,  Ac.,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  which  had  been  referred  to 
our  committee.  Yea,  sir.  I  only  desired  to  see  and 
examine  the  "official  public  records. "  I  wishtd 
to  examine  n«  pr^MUe,  evi^ientUl,  or  wert(  lac- 
ords.  I  presume  there  could  be  none  such  in  the 
Post  Office  Department  in  relation  to  a  matter 
which  the  Postmaster  General  had  sent  to  Con- 
gress for  investigation,  and  for  tbar  action  upon 
It.  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Second  Aeaistant,  informed 
me  that  the  Postmaater  General  had  adopted 
orders,  or  rules  and  regulationa,  which  prevenud 
any  person  whatever  from  going  into  the  clerks' 
rooms  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  papera 
and  recosds.  I  expressed  my  great  surprise  that 
any  such  regulation  should  have  been  made;  that 
heretofore  no  auch  obstaclea  had  been  thrown  in 
the  way  of  members  of  Congress,  or  others  desir- 
ing to  examine  the  *'  official  recorda"  of  that  De- 
partment. .1  knew,  moreover,  that  it  had  been  the 
cttslAm  with  member*  of  Congress,  with  contract-. 


om,  aad  with  gantUmen  diseonnadad  vilit  tba 
Government,  to  go  to  tha  cisrka'  roooH  and  ob- 
tain information  from  the  public  records  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  I  never  befor*  heard  of 
that  privilege  being  denied  to  any  en*.  I  have 
heard  that  one,  or  otf  of  thaaa  order*,  had  beea 
made  since  thia  matter,  relative  to  the  Mootgom- 
ery ,  Mobile,  aad  New  Orlaana  mail  contracia,  waa 
referred  to  Congraaa.  The^leooad  AosistaBt 
Postmaster  General  told  me  that  if  1  conkt  tell  bis 
what  papcn  I  deairad  to  ■**,  that  he  would  hova 
them  brought  down  into  bis  room,  whore  I  micfat 
look  at  them;  But  that  1  oould  not, under  the niica 
adopted  by  the  pwaspt  Poatmaatar  Gascral,  go  op 
into  the  eiarka*  rooma  and  examin*  them  iber*. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  may  be,  and  I  know  there 
ia,  great  propriety  in  withholding  from  public  in- 
spection the  records  of  the  Stale  Departmeot  of 
our  Government,  which  haa  charge  of  all  onr  for- 
eign relation*,  and  very  many  impartaat  matlar* 
of  negotiation  aad  asrangeoieat,  which  ahooU  b* 
made  public  only  at  theduoielion  of  the  Prsadant 
and  hia  Cabinat  advi**r*. 

But,  sir,  the  prs**nt  ia,  I  pi«*am*,  the  fint 
Poetmaatsr  General  who  ever  wked  forinvesiiga- 
tioo  and  action  by  Coogre**apoo  JUteoDduet.uid 
at  Uu  (saw  (ioia  denied  to  any  of  it*  member*  the 

Ertunity  foroi  fulland  fair  examinatioo  of  tha 
c  "  officfal  ceeorda"  upon  whieh  be  had  baaed 
:tioa. 
Sir,  I  wantad  all  lU  /ad*  on  file  in  the  Deport' 
meat  whieh  might  tend  to  enable  m*  to  aseartaia 
the  iMilaU  truth,  and  underMand  fuUy  ev«ry  bee 
in  relation  to  the  aubjeet  which  Ihb  Mens*  bad  re- 
ferred to  me  as  one  of  that  oommittce.  It  was 
impossible  for  roe  to  tell  exactly  in  what  book,  er 
under  what  head  or  particular  title  I  eotild  aeetf 
tain  the  information.  But  I  knew  I  eooid  aarer 
tain  tU  by  cjtamining  tha  booka,  papera,  dee.,  aad 
from  conversation  with  the  clerks  in  their  r«M>ma, 
whan  all  the  reoorde  were  in  eigfatof  them.  More- 
over, eir,  every  lawyer  undarManda  how  iliScalt 
it  ia  to  get  the  whole  truth  out  of  aa  anwilliog  or 
overawed  witneae— out  of  a  witneee  under  doria, 
aa  it  were.  1  know  that  if  there  baa  bean  viek^ 
tioa  of  law,  of  official  propriety,  or  if  the**  ha* 
beea  any  juggling  or  trickary,  or  eombiaatiea 
in  regani  to  that  mail  contract,  by  which  theOov- 
emmeot  Treaaury  ia  about  to  loaa  thouaoads  of 
doUara,  that  (althoogh  the  ftead  of  that  Depart- 
ment will  be  held  reeponaible  to  public  cenoore) 
yet,  thoac  who  underalaad  the  iatemal  regoloriea 
of  the  busincaa  in  that  Daportmcat,  will  Sold  the 
Second  Asaistaat  Pootmasto'  Ganciai  aa  the  oas, 
of  all  others,  most  guilty. 

Suppose,  sir,  the  Second  Assistant,  wIk>  haa 
charge  of  the  "  Contract  Ofl^"  of  that  Deport- 
ment, had  brought  in  one  of  the  "  contract  clcne,** 
and  eat  him  down  with  the  books  and  papers  ia 
his  room,  and  under  hia  conatant  watch  and  ob- 
servation— a  clerk,  air.  who  waa  dependent  opoo 
the  favor  and  good-will  of  the  Second  Aeoialaat 
for  his  office,  and  for  tha  daily  aopport  of  hie  wift 
and  children — one  in  each  a  poaitioh  ^fiswll^aij|>t 
««(  be  ao  ready  and  wUHtig  to  volunteer  ful  aad 
complete  information,  or  suggest  how,  or  whcR, 
among  the  records,  I  might  most  readily  oUsia 
facta. 

But,  air,  if  I  could  hare  thna  oblaiDed  oB  the 
information,  and  read  every  tine,  aad  every  word, 
and  aaeertained  the  feelinga  an  d  the  Motiveo  which 
prompted  every  one  connected  with  thoe*  tmB»' 
actiona,  I  would  have  ecomed  indignantly  the 
impudent  and  iiMultinr  propaaition  that  1  mi^ 
be  gracioualy  permittea  to  look  ow  the  "aScnl 
public  recorda  of  that  Department,  and  talk  to  a 
clerk  about  them,  provided  I  would  do  ao  under 
the  ear  and  watehing*  of  the  Second  Aaoataat 
Postmaater  General. 

Well,  air,  when  informed  of  this  new  rcgala- 
tion  for  hidino  and  conceauno.  l^addreaasd  a 
note  to  the  Poatmaatar  General  aakjng  ■*  oSeia] 
copiea  of  thoae  order*,  rule*,  or  regulationa,  that 
I  might  underaland  how  far  I  had  a  right  to  go, 
and  intended  to  violate  none  of  the  regulatione  of 
the  Department.  To  that  note,  written  aevefal 
days  ago,  I  have  received  no  rceponee. 

Mr.  Sp«Ucer,  thie  case  requirea  ipitig  actiaa, 
if  any  at  all.  It  is  pending  b«ore  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Rtmda.  1  have  en- 
deavored to  hastcn  a  decision  upon  it,  but  fcave 
failed  in  my  efforta  to  get  the  neeaaeary  informa- 
tion from  the  Postmaater  General,  and  therefore 
aak,  in  the  first  reaolution,  that  the  Houae  wiB 
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direct  copies  of  all  such  orders  and  refulations  to 
be  furnished  by  him  to  this  branch  of  Congress. 

The  second  resolution  directs  merely  that  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  annul  any  order  of  his 
that  would  prevent  any  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads  from  going 
to  the  Deparlment  during  qffict  hours,  and  exam- 
ining, in  the  presence  of  the  clerks  who  have 
charge  of  them,  the  official  records  of  the  Depart- 
ment; and  also  to  abolish  any  order  he  may  nave 
made  which  would  tend  to  restrain  (he  clerks  from 
giving  information  in  relation  to  the  official  docu- 
ments in  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  those 
resolutions.  Will  this  Democratic  Congress  de- 
mand investigation  of  matters  of  legislation  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
and  permit  the  Postmaster  General  to  withhold 
from  them  the  information  essential  to  their  guid- 
ance to  correct  conclusions?  Will  you,  sir,  tol- 
erate in  the  Postmaster  General  and  his  subordin- 
ates, their  arrogant  assumption  that  they  will 
stifle  and  smother  investigation  by  locking  their 
doors,  withholding  the  "public  records,"  and 
thereby  deprive  every  member  of  the  committee 
from  hunting  out  and  obtaining  for  himself  full 
and  reliable  "  official  facts.'" 

Sir,  if  honesty,  integrity,  ond  justice  has  been 
observed,  is  it  possible  that  there  can 6(!onym/>rm- 
ation  on  the  records  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment which  ought  to  be  concealed  from  Congress  .' 
How  is  it  possible  that  any  member  could  obtain 
from  the  official  papers  there  that  which  ought  not 
to  be  known  to  all? 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker, although,  perhaps, not  legit- 
imately before  the  House,  I  desire  to  say  one 
word  in  regard  to  the  mail  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mails  daily  from  Montgomery  by  Mobile  to 
New  Orleans.  They  were  made  in  1850  to  term- 
inate 1st  of  July,  1854.  The  "  time"  from  Mont- 
gomery 10  New  Orleans,  by  the  original  contracts, 
was  fifty-eight  hours — their  aggregate  cost  j|^56,175 
per  annum. 

The  same  contracts  now  cost  the  Government 
$101,300,  and  require  fifty-nine  hours  from  Mont- 
gomery to  New  Orleans,  and  yet  only  once-a-day 
mail  service  is  now  given  from  Montgomery  to 
New  Orleans.  Yes,  sir,  these  " extra aliowances," 
which  now  swell  the  cost  of  those  contracts  up  to 
$101,30(1,  instead  of  $56,175.  (their  original  cost,) 
were  all  granted,  I  believe,  (e.xcept  $400,)  under 
the  pretense  of  expeditirtg  that  "  great  mail,"  and 
now  it  requires  one  hour  longer  to  go  from  Mont- 
gomery to  New  Orleans  than  it  did  by  the  or^na2 
contracts  at  about  one  half  the  present  cost. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  he  is  not  in  order 
in  indulging  in  his  present  course  of  remark. 

Mr.  GREY.     Then,  sir,  I  am  throusih. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  should  like  to  have  these 
resolutions  read  over  aeain. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  not  before  the 
House,  as  objection  was  made  to  their  introduc- 
tion 

Mr.  GREY.  If  in  order,  then,  I  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  to  enable  me  to  introduce  them. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  not  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  longer 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions.  I 
rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  understand  that 
there  is  no  objection  to  their  introduction. 

The  SPEAKER,  Objection  was  made,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Grey]  asked 
leave  of  the  House  to  explain.  At  the  outset  of 
hia  remarks  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  objec- 
tion would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  House 
would  give  him  an  opportunity  to  indulge  in  an 
explanation.  The  Chair  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  as  making  the 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions. 

M  r.  ST  A  NTON.     I  did  not  object. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  made  objection  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  GREY.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  now  rise  to  a 
privileged  question.  I  will  state  to  the  House, 
that  I  find  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  investigate  and 
show  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  matter  of 
legislation,  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to 
consult  and  examine  official  records;  and  I  there- 
fore ask,  most  respectfully,  Ihot  this  House  will 
excuse  me  from  acting  any  longer  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads;  and, 
HIT,  I  do  aiBure  this  House  and  my  frienda  thai  1 


j  earnestly  ask,  and  sincerely- desire,  this  favor  be 
extended  to  me. 

i  ask  it,  sir,  from  no  bad  feelings,  nor  in  any 
captious  spirit,  and  free  from  the  least  excitement 
about  the  matter;  for,  sir,  1  have  no  personal  inter- 
est in  it,  nor  has  any  friend  or  acquaintance  of 
j  mine.  ' 

!  Sir,  I  ask  it  as  a  personat" favor,  and  as  an  act  of 
justice  due  to  me,  because,  sir,  I  am  prevented 
from  examining  the  "official  records"  of  the  De- 
partment,and  (hereby  obtaininginformation  essen- 
tial to  a  faithful  dischargeof  my  duties  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee.  In  conclusion,  I  again 
express  an  earnest  desire  thatdihe  House  will  ex- 
cuse me,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Phelps]  will  withdraw  his  objection,  and 
allow  these  resolutions  to  come  up  and  pass,  so 
as  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
"  public  records,"  and  do  my  whole  duty  to  my 
country. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama.     I  feel  some  per- 
sonal interest  in  reference  to  the  bill,  or  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  about  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Grey]  seeks  informa- 
tion.     From   the  current  of  remark   which  has 
fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman,  I  fear  that 
that  bill,  on  its  passage  through  this  body,  mity 
j  be  prejudiced.     I  am  prepared  to  meet  every  ob- 
jection to  the  contract  which  was  made  by  the 
Postmaster  General  with  the  present  contractors 
between  Montgomery  and  Mobile,  and  1  desire 
j  that  the  fullest  investigation   may  be  had  upon 
!  this  subject.  '  I  hope  that  the  objection  lo  the  in- 
I  troduction  of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
1  man  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Grey]  may  be  with- 
•  drawn,  and  give  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
who  seems  opposed  to  an  extension  of  this  con- 
1  tract   according    to   the   recommendation    of  the 
Postmaster  General,  the  fullest  opportunity  for 
investigation. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  the  objection  withdrawn 
upon  the  appeal  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Harris.'] 

Mr.  PHELPS.     1  do  not  withdraw  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Grey]  asks  the  House  to  excuse  him 
from  further  service  on  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  OLfS.     May  I  be  allowed  one  word? 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimoiTs  consent,  and 
unanimous  consent  alone. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  think  I  can  explain  this  matter 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  have  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  make  an  explanation? 

Mr.  GREY.  I  object,  unless  the  resolutions 
are  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resoluUons  have  been 
already  read  twice. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  was  about  to  suggest  that  the 
resolutions  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  I  think  that  tlie 
whole  matter  is  susceptible  of  explanation,  if  the 
resolutions  will  be  allowed  to  take  that  direction. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  (juestion  now  before  thes 
House  is,  "Shall  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Grey]  be  excused  from  further  service  on 
iheComroitieeon  the  PostOfficeand  Post  Roads?" 

The  question  was  then  token;  and  there  were — 
ayes  50,  noes  not  counted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  number  voting  in  the 
affirmative  is  less  than  a  majority  of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.     I  demand  tellers. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Speaker  the  question  whether  debate 
upon  the  request  to  be  excused  is  now  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  upon  it. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  When  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  demand  to  be  excused,  the 
House  was  not  divided. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  did  divide;  but 
before  the  Chair  announced  the  result,  tellers 
were  demanded  on  the  proposition  to  excuse  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  But  is  not  the  ques- 
tion of  excusing  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Vail,  and 
Jones  of  LnuLsiana,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  86,  noes  37. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  excuse  the  gentleman 


from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Grey]  from  serving  on  the 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  took  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  must  say  to  the 

gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  that 

I  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [IVlr.  Olds]  was  recog- 

j  nized  by  the  Chair  when  he  was  interrupted  by 

the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Grey.]  The 

gentleman  from  Ohio  is  therefore  entitled  to  the 

I  floor. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
I  Ohio  then  give  me  an  opportunity  to  ask  the 
t  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to 
I  make  a  report  from  a  committee,  simply  for  the 
I  purpose  of  reference?  I  desire  to  do  so  now,  as  I 
1  am  obliged  to  leave  the  city  shortly. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Such  being  the  case,  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  then  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  make  a  report. 
1  Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  must  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  is  not  authorized  to  yield  the 
floor;  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.     As  objection  is  made,  the 
report  cannot  be  received.     The  gentleman  from 
I  Ohio  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 
!  INCREASE  OF  POSTAGE. 

I  Mr.  OLDS.  1  am  instructed  by  the  Committee 
I  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  report  the 
I  bill  which  I  send  up  to  the  Clerk's  desk.  I  desire 
I  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill.  1  design  to  have  it  read  through. 
'  The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  time 
I  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

I  A  bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
I  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  the 
I  United  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
I  March  3,  1851,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto, 
passed  August  30, 1852. 

The  following  is  the  bill  in  (x(«n>o: 
A  bill  furthpr  to  anir^nd  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  lo  reduce 
and  modify  the  rate?  ofiMHiai^r  in  the  United  Slates,  and 
for  oltier  purposes,"  passed  March  3,  IS.'il,  and  the  act 
auiendalory  Ihereio,  passed  August  30,  IW9. 
Be  tl  enaeled  by  /Ac  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentattvn 
of  Me  United  Stuter  of  America  in    Congress  assembled, 
'I'hai  from  and  aOor  the  cnnimence:nen(  of  the  next  tiscai 
quarter  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  lieu  of  the  rales  of 
postage  now  established  by  law,  there  shall  be  char^ged  the 
following  rates,  to  wit; 

For  every  single  letter  in  manuscript,  or  paper  of  any 
kind  in  which  information  shall  be  asked  for  or  communi- 
cated in  writing,  or  by  marks  or  signs,  conveyed  in  the  mail 
for  any  distance  between  places  in  the  United  Hlates  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  miles,  five  cents ;  and  for  any 
distance  exceeding  three  thousand  miles,  (en  cents.  For 
every  such  letter  or  paper  when  conveyed  wholly  or  in  part 
by  sea,  and  to  or  from  n  foreign  country,  for  any  distance 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  mites,  the  ocean  postage 
shall  be  live  cents,  and  lor  any  distance  exceeding  three 
thousand  miles,  such  ocean  postage  shall  be  ten  cents — 
excepting,  however,  all  cases  where  such  [m^itages  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  adjusted  at  different  rates  by  postal 
treaty  or  convention  already  concluded  or  hereafter  to  be 
made — and  for  a  double  letter  there  shall  be  charged  double 
the  rate  above  8[>ecitied  ;  and  for  a  treble  letter,  treble  those 
rates;  and  for  a  quadruple  letter,  quadruple  those  rates; 
and  every  letter  or  parcel  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in 
weight  shall  be  deemed  a  singW  letter ;  and  every  additional 
weight  of  half  an  ounce,  or  additional  weight  of  less  than 
half  an  ounce,  shall  be  charged  with  an  additional  single 
postage  ;  and  upon  all  letters  passing  Ihrough  or  in  the  niuil 
of  the  United  Slates,  except  such  as  are  froiq  a  foreign 
country,  the  postages  as  above  specified  shall  be  prepaid  ; 
and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1655,  such  pre- 
|>ayment  shall  be  by  stamps;  and  alt  drop  letters,  or  letters 
placed  in  any  post  ofBce  not  for  transniissir>n  through  the 
mail,  but  for  delivery  only,  shall  be  charged  with  postago 
at  the  rale  of  one  cent  each  ;  and  all  letters  which  shall 
herealter  be  adverUsial  as  remaining  over,  or  uncalled  for 
in  any  post  otitce,  shall  be  charged  with  one  cent  each  In 
addition  to  the  regular  postage,  both  to  be  accounted  for  as 
other  postages  now  are. 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  be  it/urther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the 
second  section  of  an  act  emitted  '*  An  not  lo  amend  the 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rales  of  post- 
age in  the  ITniled  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  passed 
August  30,  1852,  asisio  these  words,  vir,:  "  And  when  the 
postage  upon  any  newspaper  or  periodical  is  paid  quarterly 
or  yearly  in  advance,  at  the  oHice  where  the  said  periodi- 
cal or  newspaper  is  delivered,  ftf  is  paid  yearly  or  quarterly 
in  advance,  at  the  office  where  the  same  is  mailed,  and 
evidence  of  such  pa>'ment  isfurnished  to  the  office  of  deliv- 
ery in  such  manner  as  the  Post  OITice  Department  shall  by 
general  regulations  prescribe,  one  half  of  said  rales  only 
stiall  be  charged,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re|>ealed. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts  or  parts 
of  acts  which  come  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  A  week  ago  last  Monday,  when 
we  were  about  acting  upon  the  bill  increasing  the 
compensation  of  postmasters  in  the  United  States, 
I  indicated  to  the  House  that  1  was  willing  to  vote 
for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage  to  a  sufficient 
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BinouDt  to  defray  the  expenies  of  the  Department. 
Appeals  were  then  made  to  me  to  move  such  a 
proTision  as  an  amendment  to  that  bill.  I  did  not 
do  it  then  because  I  thought  it  better  to  allow  each 
bill  to  stand  upon  its  own  merits;  and  I  did  not 
wish  to  have  that  bill  trammeled  by  connecting  it 
with  any  other  question.  But  suck  was  the  ex- 
pression of  the  House  at  that  time,  and  such  were 
my  own  pledges  to  the  House,  that  i  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  bring  the  matter  befare  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  I  did  bring  it 
before  that  committee,  and  they  have  instructed 
me  to  report  the  bill  which  has  just  been  read  at 
the  Clerk's  desk. 

At  the  time  to  which  I  have  alluded,  there  was 
a  very  general  expression  in  the  House  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  upon  this  subject  immedi- 
ately. I  therefore  propose  to  take  up  this  bill  at 
this  time,  and  ask  the  House  to  put  it  upon  its 
passage.  I  want  it  either  to  be  passed  or  rejected 
by  the  House. 

I  shall  not  make  any  extended  argument  upon 
the  subject  at  this  time,  reserving  to  myself  the 
right  to  answer  such  objections  as  may  be  raised 
in  the  privilege  which  1  shall  have  of  closing  the 
debate  upon  the  bill.  I  shall,  therefore,  at  this 
time,  content  myself  with  stating  some  of  the  pe- 
culiar features  of  the  bill,  and  in  giving  the  facts 
and  figures  which  recommend  the  bill  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  House. 

I  commence,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  statin?  to  the 
House  that  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  do  one 
of  two  things:  either  that  we  should  abandon  the 
idea  of  making  the  Post  Office  Department  a  self- 
sustaining  Department,and  make  it  absolutely  tuid 
unconditionally  a  charge  upon  the  Oeneral  Treas- 
ury of  the  country,  or  to  raise  the  rates  of  post- 
age to  something  near  the  point  which  will  make 
the  Post  Office  Department  •  self-auslaioing  De- 
partment of  the  Oovemment. 

Now,  sir,  as  long  as  this  Department  containa 
neither  the  one  thin^  nor  the  other — as  long  as  it 
is  neither  a  self-sustaming  Department,  nor  thrown 
upon  the  Oeneral  Treasury,  it  operates  peculiarly 
hard  upon  the  rural  districts  of  the  country.  The 
cities  and  the  eastern  States  receive  no  detriment 
from  it,  for  their  postal  facilities  9re  fixed,  their 
postal  arrangements  are  perfected  and  secured  to 
them;  but  not  so  with  the  rural  districts.  You 
have  at  this  time  a  deficit  in  your  post  office  reve- 
nue of  mdre  than  |3,000,0o0,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage.  And  when 
any  gentleman,  representing  a  western  or  asouth- 
em  constituency,  goes  to  the  Postmaster  General 
and  asks  him  to  increase  the  mail  facilities  in  his 
section  of  the  country,  or  asks  him  to  establish  a 
new  post  office  in  his  district,  he  is  met  with  the 
answer  that  there  are  no  funds  under  the  control 
of  the  Department  for  such  increassd  facilities; 
that  the  Post  Office  Department  is  crippled,  and 
that  the  Department  cannot  either  esiaoliah  new 
post  offices  or  increase  the  mail  facilities  until 
there  are  funds  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Now,  if  you  will  abandon  entirely  the  idea  of 
making  the  Post  Office  Dtopartmenta  self-sustaining 
Department  of  the  Government — if  you  will  do 
away  with  your  postages  altogether,  and  allow 
your  mail  matter  to  go  free  through  the  mail 
at  the  ekpcnse  of  the  Government,  let  the  Post 
Office  Department  be  a  charge  upon  the  general 
Treasury,  just  the  same  as  the  War  and  the  Navy 
Departments  ore;  then  the  Postmaster  General 
will  underatand  that  he  can  establish  new  post 
offices  or  increase  the  mail  facilities  whenever  the 
wants  of  the  community  may  require  it.  But  if 
you  are  to  have  the  Post  Office  Department  a  self- 
sustaining  Department,  then  you  should  raise  your 
postages  to  a  point  that  will  give  that  Department 
an  amount  of  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  tne  wants 
of  the  service,  and  to  enable  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  provide  such  increased  postal  facilities  as 
are  needed  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  country,  i 
wish  to  make  my  appeal  directly  to  western  and 
southern  gentlemen,  for  I  expect  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  and  Baltimore,  and  perhaps  the  New  Eng- 
land and  the  Atlantic  States  to  vote  against  the 
bill,  because  the  cheap  postage  of  the  country  re- 
sults to  ti)t  benefit  of  the  commercial  men  of  your 
laive  commercial  cities. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Do  not  include  the  State  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  glad  to  accept  tbe-delegation 
from  Maine.    I  hope  they  wilt  be  found  voting 


with  me.  They  may  be  considered  aa  bdongiog 
to  the  rural  districts  of  the  country. 

"tht  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  it 
is  not  peraonal  to  him.  It  is  not  personal  to  any 
member  on  this  floor;  but  I  can  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  what  1  said  .to  one  of  her 
Representatives  the  other  day,  when  I  spoke  of 
the  propriety  of  paseing  this  bill.  He  said ,  ••  You 
are  right,  and  I  hope  that  you  may  succeed  in  the 
effort,  but  it  is  against  the  interest  of  my  constit- 
uents, and  therefore  you  must  not  expect  my  vote 
for  it. "  1  expect  that  the  gentleman ,  being  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  will  vote 
against  the  bill  bepuM  it  does  not  inure  to  the  in- 
terest of  his  eonsutuents;  yet  I  hope  that  he  will 
have  the  honestyand  candor  to  admit  on  this  floor 
that  the  measure  is  right,  and  ought  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.    I  would  be 

?;lad  if  the  gentleman  would  name  the  member 
rom  Pennsylvania  to  whom  he  has  referred. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
will  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Certainly.  I  always  hear  my 
friend  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  want  to  be  convinced  that 
a  reduction  or  increase  of  the  postage  will  inure  to 
the  advantage  ofanybody,  Or  even  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  Uniud  States,  to  make  the  Department  a 
self- sustaining  machine,  before  I  vote  to  do  ao.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  gentleman  expressed  my 
sentiment.  I  am  very  much  afraid,  indeed,  that 
he  will  not  be  able  to  convince  me  xhat  the  bill  is 
right,  because  I  cannot  see  the  difference  between 
a  self-sustaining  establishmsnt  in  regard  to  the 
Navy,  the  Army,  or  the  Post  Office.  Still,  I  have 
been  listening  very  attentively  to  the  gentleman,  | 
and  if  he  convinces  me  that  his  measure  ie  just  j 
and  right,  and  that  my  constituents  arc  likely  to  > 
be  advantapd  by  it,  he  knows  very  well  that  I 
shall  vote  for  it.  I  am  very  much  afraid  he  can- 
not do  ao. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  is  an  old  adage— 
"  A  nun  convinced  afsistt  Ms  will, 
'    !•  of  the  nneopintoa  11111;" 

and  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  so  with  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania.     [Laughter.] 

It  is  not  my  purpose  on  this  occasion,  Mr. 
Spoiker,  to  say  that  it  is  not  right  to  abandon  the 
policy  of  making  the  Post  Office  Department  a 
self-sustaining  Department.  I  might,  perhaps, 
agree  to  the  peculiar  view  of  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, that  he  oueht  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
making  it  a  self-sustaining  one,  and  to  throw  it, 
as  you  do  the  Army  and  Navy,  on  the  Treasury 
of  me  United  States.  It  is  not  my  purpose  either 
to  say  that  it  should  not  be  a  self-soslaining  De- 
partment of  the  Government;  but  I  do  say  that 
you  should  do  either  the  one  thing  or  the  other, 
for  as  long  as  you  pretend  to  receive  a  revenue 
firom  the  mails  of  the  United  States  sufficient  to 
support  the  mail  facilities  of  the  country,  just  ao 
long  will  the  Postmaster  General  feel  himself  com-> 
pelled,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  deny 
mail  facilities  in  the  sparsely  settled  districts  of 
the  country. 
^  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  us 
to  ascertain  what  is  the  revenue  point  for  post- 
ages; and  let  me  say,  before  I  proceed  to  that 
point,  that  the  argument  constantly  used  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere,  that  in  Great  Britain  there  is 
cheap  postage,  and  the  Post  Office  Department 
not  only  sustains  itself,  but  affords  a  revenue  to 
the  country,  is  not  applicable  to  this  matter,  or, 
if  applicable,  the  same  rate  of  postage  cannot  ob- 
tain here  that  does  there,  and  still  have  the  Post 
Office  a  self-sustaining  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Look,  if  you  please,  sir,  at  the  Island  of  Great 
Britain,  with  a  terrltoiry  no  larger  that  the  Slate 
of  New  York,  she  has  a  population  larger  than 
the  whole  United  States.  It  does  not  cost  her 
more  to  transport  the  mails  throughout  the  whole 
Island,  than  it  costs  the  United  States  to  transport 
our  mails  through  the  State  of  New  York  alone. 
And  yet  the  revenue  derived  by  Great  Britain 
from  her  Post  Office  Department,  is  more  than 
eoual  of  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
of  the  United  Stales.  You  cannot,  therefore,  ex- 
pect that  the  same  rates  of  postagecan  obtain  here 
as  in  Great  Britain,  and  our  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment be  a  self-sustaining  one.  The  penny  postage 
in  Great  Britain,  which  is  a  two  cent  postage,  is 
fully  aa  adequate  to  auatain  the  poM  offies  depart- 


ment of  that  country,  as  a  five  cent  postage  ia  lo 
sustain  the  Post  Office  Department  of  this  coun- 
try, and  other  things  being  equal,  a  five  cent  post- 
age in  this  country  is  as  moderate  and  just,  as  is  a 
two  cent  postsse  in  the  Island  (>f  Great  Britain. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  revenue  point  for  post- 
ages? It  is  easily  ascertained.  It  will  be  recolleded 
that  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  year  1846, 
the  maximum  rate  of  postage  on  leuera  was 
twenty-five  cents;  and  what  was  the  revctmc 
derived  under  that  rate  of  postage?  In  1841  the 
revenue  of  the  Poot  Office  Department  was 
14,407.000;  in  1843  it  was  |4,£46,U00;  in  1843  U 
was  14,339.000;  in  1844  it  was  #4,337,000;  in  1845 
it  was  $4,389,000.  Thus  for  the  five  yean  pre- 
eoeding  the  reduction  of  postage  from  the  maxi- 
mum rale  of  twenty-five  cents,  the  Revenue  of  the 
Department  averaged  #4,350,000.  In  1845,  yon 
reduced  the  postages  lo  five  and  ten  cenu;  oad 
what  was  the  revenue  of  the  Department  fitna 
that  time  until  the  taking  eiTect  of  the  law  of  1851, 
by  which  you  reduced  the  pooUtges  to  three  and 
five  cenu?  In  1846  it  was  $3,388,000.  being  a 
reduction  for  the  firet  year  of  nearly  three  quarten 
of  a  million  of  dollara;  in  1847  it  waa  $4,161,000, 
comineup  to  within  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  rail- 
lion  of  dollara  of  the  maximum  reeeipta  under 
the  twenty-five  cents  postage;  in  1848  it  was 
$4,705,000,  being  an  increase  at  five  ami  ten  ecols 
on  Ihe  highest  receipts  under  the  twenty-fiw  ceM 
postages;  in  1850  it  was  $5,499,000;  in  1851,  be- 
ing the  last  year  of  the  five  and  ten  cent  poaiagca, 
it  was  $6,410,000,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  two 
millions  of  dollara  over  the  maximum  rsceipla 
under  the  twenty-five  cent  postages. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  drsira  to  ask  ihe  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  if  he  will  not  conoent  to  allow  this 
bill  to  be  postponed  to  a  day  certain.  It  is  a  faiB 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  acted  on  hastily. 
I  am  satisfied  that  we  need  some  rofom  io  ihe 
Post  Office  Department,  and  I  should  like  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  prsssnting  amsndmcnta  to  this 
bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  When  I  have  etmeludcd  my  re- 
marks, I  shall  have  no  objeetiod  to  the  poatpone- 
ment  of  the  bill  to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  Than  by  all  raoana  let  it  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Before  the  floor  is  token  frtim  mt 
to  move  to  proceed  to  buoiness  opon  tha  ^Mak- 
er's table,  I  deoira  the  Clerk  to  enter  the  motioa  lo 
commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.SAGE.  Thisisaveryimportontbillwfaidt 
I  desire  to  have  printed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  When  a  motion  ia  made  to  post- 
pone to  a  day  certain,  a  motion  lo  print  will  tha 
oe  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  print  wiUnet 
now  be  in  order. 

Mr.  OLDS.  At  theoonehision  of  my  remarks, 
I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  ftom  New  York, 
[Mr.  Bkot,]  to  move  to  postpone  the  bill  to  a  day 
certain,  and  to  print.  I  am  sura  that  every  gen- 
tleman will  feel  an  anxiety  to  print  this  bill. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  Ihavebeen 
for  some  time  a  party  to  these  postponements  to  a 
day  ceruin;  but  so  far,  when  a  bill  baaoomeap 
on  the  day  of  postponement,  it  has  been  posl- 
ponsd  to  still  another  day.  When  we  postj>oae 
a  bill  to  a  day  certain,  I  deaire  it  to  come  vp  «• 
that  day,  when  reached. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  say,  that  the  bill  can  be 
printed  in  the  Globe  to-morrow  morning,  so  as  to 
give  membera  an  (ipportunity  of  examiaiog  it, 
without  postponing  it  to  a  day  certain. 

I  have  shown  what  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  were  under  the  reduction  of 
poetage  that  look  place  in  consequence  of  the  act 
of  1845.  For  the  fiscal  ycara  1853, 1853,  we « 
under  the  operation  of  the  law  that  was  i 
on  the  3d  of  March,  18S1,  by  which  postage  i 
reduced  to  three  cents  for  prqMtid,  and  five  cents 
for  unpaid  letten. 

Let  me  coll  the  attentioD  of  the  House  to  tht 
revenuea  of  the  Department  under  this  conditionof 
things.  In  1653  the  revenues  were  $5,184,000— 
being  a  redaction  of  more  than  one  and  a  quarter 
million  of  dollara.  If  the  increase  of  letten  hod 
been  commensurate  with  the  reduction  of  poettge, 
there  should  have  been  no  loss  of  this  miluon  and 
a  quarter  of  dollars — at  all  events  the  second  yew 
should  have  come  up  to  the  former  revenue.  But 
in  1853  the  revenue  wob  only  $5,340,794,  bsinc 
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nn  increase  of  less  than  ^50,000  over  the  previous 
yfiir,  not  more  than  equal  to  tlie  increased  busi- 
ness of  the  country  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 
I  use  tills  S3  an  argument  to  show  that  your  rates 
of  three  and  five  cents  have  reduce<l  the  postage 
of  the  country  below  the  revenue  point,  and  that 
the  five  and  ten  cent  rales  is  the  true  revenue 
point  as  shown  from  these  figures.  If  ynu  desire, 
then,  to  make  the  Post  Office  Department  a  self- 
sustaining  Department  of  the  Government,  you 
have  facts  and  figures  before  you  so  thut  you  can- 
not err  in  coming  to  the  true  revenue  point. 

Twill  now  pomt  out  the  changes  which  the 
committee  propose  to  make  in  the  postages  of  the 
country.  Your  postage  upon  letters  now,  any- 
where under  three  thousand  miles,  is  three  cents 
where  prepaid,  and  five  cents  where  unpaid.  We 
propose  to  make  the  rate  of  postage,  prepaid,  for 
any  distance  under  three  thousand  miles,  just 
what  it  is  now  upon  unpaid  letters.  It  is  not  an 
increase  of  postage  upon  unpaid  letters,  but  it  is 
to  make  the  rate  five  cents,  what  it  is  now  upon 
unpaid  letters,  and  require  prepayment.  Sdme 
gentlemen  ask  me  why  we  require  the  postage  to 
be  prepaid  in  stamps  ?  The  reason  why  we  re- 
quire this  postage  to  be  prepaid  in  stamps  instead 
of  money  is,  that  the  finance  bureau  of  the  De- 
partment, under  this  arrangement,  will  have  a 
complete  check  upon  the  postmasteraof  the  conn-, 
try.  What  checks  and  balances  have  you  now.' 
Nothing  in  the  world  but  your  post-bills.  These 
g;o  from  the  small  post  offices  in  the  country  to 
the  distributing  post  offices,  and  from  thence  to 
the  General  Post  Office.  Now,  I  venture  the  as- 
sertion, that  if  you  take  the  wljole  clerical  force  in 
the  whole  Post  Office  Department,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, if  you  take  every  person  employed  under 
the  control  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  De- 

Cartment,  I  venture  the  asnerlion  that  they  cannot 
alance  the  accounts,  by  means  of  these  post-bills, 
betwfen  one  single  postmaster  of  the  country  and 
the  Department,  under  the  present  system. 

Why,  sir,  there  are  no  checks  at  all  now.  The 
Postmaster  General  himself  acknowledges  the 
fact  in  his  report  made  to  ua  at  the  commencement 
of  this  Congress.  But  the  moment  that  the  law 
requires  the  postage  on  letters  to  be  prepaid  by 
stamps,  then  you  have  a  perfect  check  on  every 
postma.ster  in  the  country.  •  It  would  be  the  most 
perfect  system  of  checks  and  balances  that  could 
possibly  be  adopted. 

I  may  be  told  that  it  would  be  a  great  inconve- 
nience to  the  general  public,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
expected  thatgentl^menare  to  be  always  prepared 
with  postage  stamps.  Why,  sir,  it  is  not  requi- 
site that  they  should  be  always  provided  with  post- 
age stamps.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who 
sets  by  me,  for  instance,  has  no  postage  stamp 
to  prepay  his  letter  with,  he  has  five  cents  to 
pay  for  one.  He  goes  to  the  postmaster  of  his 
town,  hands  to  him  the  letter  and  the  five  cents, 
and  the  postmaster  affixes  the  stamp.  Then 
when  this  system  is  enforced,  therein  a  sufficient 
check  between  the  country  postmasters  and  the 
Post  Office  Department.  The  bill  provides  that 
the  prepayment  of  letters  is  not  to  take  eiTect  un- 
til the  first  of  January  next,  for  the  purpose  of  i 
enabling  the  Postmaster  G^BIral  to  provide  for  the 
issue  of  a  new  set  of  stamps,  and  to  put  them  into 
the  hands  of  deputy  postmasters.  Whether  the 
postage  remain  at  three  cents,  or  be  fixed  at  five 
cents,  it  is  important  to  require  prepayment,  and 
that  the  prepayment  be  in  stamps. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  next  change  proposed 
in  this  bill  is  in  regard  to  ocean  postage.  Your 
committee  have  felt  constrained  to  take  that  sub- 
ject into  their  consideration.  They  have  been 
instructed  to  do  so  by  the  resolutions  of  this 
House,  and  by  resolutions  referred  to  them  from 
the  different  State  Legislatures.  And  your  com- 
mittee saw  no  good  reason  why  you  should  charge 
twenty  centa  for  the  transportation  of  a  letter  three 
thousand  miles  by  water,  and  only  five  cents  for 
the  transportation  of  a  letter  three  thousand  miles 
by  land.  Your  committee  could  see  no  good 
reason  why  you  should  charge  anything  more  for 
the  transportation  of  a  letter  from  New  York  to 
Liverpool,  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles, 
than  you  should  for  the  transportation  of  a  letter 
from  Boston  to  Mobile,  or  to  New  Orleans,  or  to 
Houston, Texas, orto  theTerritory  of  Minnesota, 
Does  it  not  cost  Government  just  as  much  to  trans- 
port a  letter  by  land  as  it  does  to  transport  it  by 
water  ?     If  thprefbrp  yotj  charge  twenty  cents  for 


the  one,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  you  should 
not  make  a  like  charge  for  the  other.  ,  We  pro- 
pose therefore  to  reduce  the  ocean  postage  to  just 
the  same  a^the  cost  by  land.  For  instance,  we 
propose  that  when  the  letters  are  conveyed  three 
thousand  miles,  whether  by  land  or  water,  the  post- 
age shall  be  five  cents,  and  where  the  distance  is 
greater  than  three  thousand  miles,  it  shall  be  ten 
cents.  Where  you  have  an  established  postage 
agreed  upon,  by  convention  or  treaty,  between 
this  and  a  foreign  country,  we  do  not  propose  to 
disturb  such  arrangement;  and  where  such  con- 
vention or  treaty  may  hereafter  become  necessary, 
we  propose  that  the  rates  may  be  changed  by 
such  convention  or  treaty  stipulation.  But  where 
you  have  no  postal  regulations  or  convention  rate 
of  postage,  we  propose  that  the  postage  shall  be 
the  same  on  the  ocean  as  the  postage  on  the  land; 
and  I  hope  I  shall  receive  the  support  of  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Florknce,]  and 
the  support  of  the  gentlemen  who  represent 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, who  are  clamorous  for  cheap  ocean  postage. 
I  say,  1  hope  I  shall  receive  their  support  for  thus 
much  of  the  bill.  As  they  are  desirous  and  will- 
ing to  reduce  the  ocean  postage  to  the  specific 
sum  of  five  cents,  I  hope  they  will  at  the  same 
time  assist  in  raising  the  postage  upon  land  trans- 
portation up  to  the  same  sum,  knowing  that  it 
costs  just  as  much  to  transport  a  letter  by  land  as 
it  does  upon  the  ocean. 

Allow  me  for  a  few  moments  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  change  which  the  committee  recom- 
mend in  relation  to  the  postage  on  printed  matter. 
The  present  rates  are  so  unjust,  that  the  Postmas- 
ter General  has  called  the  special  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  subject.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  paragraph  which  I  have  marked  in  his 
communication. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  I  dpem  It  my  duly  to  uie  the  preaent  occasfon  to  bring 
to  your  nuijcellie  Trim  that  Ihc  cmnpenealton  of  the  potttmaf)- 
ters  at  itie  Mnmll  olficerf  was  coniiiderably  reduced  by  the 
nperalion  of  that  provi.ion  of  ihi:  'Act  lo  amend  Uie  act 
enlitlfd  *An  act  to  reduce  Bud  modify  ttie  ratej*  of  post- 
age,' &c.,  approved  Aui^uiil  30,  18.52,  whicli  declurea  Ifial, 
'wiien  itiR  poftlnge  upon  any  newtipaper  nr  periodical  is 
paid  quarterly  or  yearly  in  advance  al  the  office  where  the 
said  periodical  or  newspaper  is  delivered,  or  is  paid  yearly 
or  i4U.irteriy  in  advance  at  Ihe  office  where  the  same  is 
mailed,  and  evidence  of  such  payment  it  furnished  to  the 
office  of  delivery  in  such  manner  as  Ihe  Post  Office  llepart- 
ment  shall,  hy  general  regulations,  prescribe,  one  half  said 
rales  only  shall  be  charged.'  This  discount  of  lifty  percent, 
allowed  for  prepayment,  inures  chiefly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
postmasters  in  Uie  larfje  towns  and  cities,  where  Uie  pre- 
payment is  commonly  made,  and  the  country  prMiltnasterB 
have  to  deliver  the  papers  and  periodicals  without  auy 
com  pe  ligation." 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  willberecollected,Mr.  Speaker, 
that  when  the  act  of  the  30th  of  August,  1852, 
was  under  consideration,  in  which  act  the  rate  of 
postage  upon  newspapers  and  periodicals  was 
modified,  an  effort  was  made,  and  successfully,  in 
this  House,  to  insert  an  amendment  therein,  sim- 
ilar to  that  referred  to  by  the  PostmasterGeneral. 
It  was  afterwards  inserted  in  the  bill  by  the  Sen- 
ate.    It  was  maintained  in  this  House,  that  that 

efit  of  p 
in  the  la 
cities,  and  operate  adversely  to  the  interest  of  the 
country  newspaper  press.  The  bill  went  into  the 
Senate,  was  amended  there,  and  came  back  to  this 
House  near  the  close  of  the  session,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  lake  it  as  it  was,  withthe  amendment, 
or  lose  all  the  good  which  was  contained  in  the 
other  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  House  agreed 
to  the  amendment  under  those  circumstances,  and 
it  became  a  law. 

The  Postmaster  General  says  it  works  great  in- 
justice to  the  country  post  offices, and  Icalltheat- 
tention  of  members of^  this  House,  who  represent 
rural  districts,  to  the  fact  that  it  does  great  injus- 
tice to  the  press,  the  newspapers  of  their  districts. 

And  here,  again,  I  shall  meet  with  opposition 
from  gentlemen  who  represent  the  city  press. 
They  will  oppose  this  change  for  the  reason  ex- 
pressed by  my  worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Florence,]  and  they,  like  him,  will  vote 
against  it  because  it  is  a  proposition  which  will  not 
advance  the  interest  of  their  immediate  constitu- 
ents. Inasmuch  as  it  operates  unequally  and  un- 
justly, and  is  wrong  in  itself,  I  propose  that  it 
^hall  be  repealed. 

But  what  is  the  justice  of  this  reduction?  What 
do  you  now  charge  for  the  transportation  of 
periodicals  through  the  maila?    You  charge  for 


amendment  would  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  pub- 
lishers of  newspapers  and  periodicals  in  the  large 


their  transportation  aitywhere  within  the  United 
\  States,  even  to  California,  one  cent  for  the  first 
three  ounces,  and  one  cent  for  each  additional 
ounce.  So  it  will  be  in  this  bill,  if  you  repeal  the 
clause  to  which  I  refer — which  clause  provides  for 
a  deduction  of  fifty  per  cent,  prepayinent.  But 
as  the  law  now  stands,  you  receive  only  half  of 
a  cent  for  carrying  three  ounces  of  periodicals 
to  California,  and  half  a  cent  for  each  additional 
ounce.  Do  gentlemen  know  what  the  transpor- 
tation cost  the  Government  ?  The  cost  of  trans- 
porting mail  matter  across  the  Isthmus  alone  is 
twenty-four  cents  per  pound — double  the  amount 
which  the  Government  receives  for  the  whole  post- 
age upon  periodicals  going  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
Is  it  not  really  worth  a  cent  an  ounce  to  carry 
such  matter  from  here  to  California?  And  the 
same  in  regard  to  newspapers.  Take,  for  exam- 
ple, the  Courier  and  Lnquirer,  of  New  York, 
which  weighs  between  two  and  a  half  and  three 
ounces,  and  if  this  amendment,  which  is  proposed 
by  the  Post  Office  Committee,  is  adopted,  you  will 
carry  that  paper  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans, 
to  Texas,  and  to  San  Francisco,  for  one  cent; 
whereas,  under  the  present  rate,  the  Government 
receives  only  half  a  cent,  and  one  half  of  that  (;oea 
either  to  the  postmaster  at  New  York  or  New 
Orleans.  Is  one  cent  too  much  ?  Is  it  more  than 
it  costs  the  Government,  considering  that  one  half 
goes  to  the  postmaster  for  delivery?  Is  half  a 
cent  per  ounce  too  much  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
transportation?  Can  you  ask  the  Government  to 
do  it  for  less?  Why,  then,  is  it  that  you  have 
inserted  this  provision?  Why,  sir,  under  this 
provision,  the  publishers  of  papers  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  can  go  with  their  newspapers 
and  periodicals,  to  the  little  town  in  which  I  live 
al  home,  and  get  as  many  subscribers  as  can  be 
obtained  for  the  paper  published  in  that  town. 
Its  operation  is  against  the  presses  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  country,  and  every  gentleman  rep- 
resenting one  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  country 
is  bound,  in  justice  to  his  constituents,  to  vote  for 
striking  the  provision  out  of  the  law  which  makes 
a  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  periodicals 
when  they  are  paid  in  advance.  If  you  can  afford 
to  carry  these  periodicals  for  half  a  cent  for  the 
first  three  ounces,  and  a  half  a  cent  for  each  ad- 
ditional ounce,  il  would  be  much  better  to  make 
that  provision  in  the  first  place,  and  not  make  a 
law  that  the  rale  shall  be  one  cent  for  the  first 
three  ounces,  and  one  cent  for  every  additional 
ounce,  and  then  make  a  further  provision  that 
there  shall  be  a  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent,  in  case 
of  prepayment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  desire  to  do  any  in- 
justice to  the  city  presses.  I  am  willing  lo  do 
justice  lo  the  eastern  States,  and  to  the  thickly- 
settled  portions  of  the  country;  but  when  I  do 
justice  to  them,  I  also  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  country.  But  I  repeat,  tt.at 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  you  should  fix  the 
rate  of  postage  upon  the  first  three  ounces  at  one 
cent,  and  then  provide  for  a  reduction  of  fifiy  per 
cent.,  and  I  hope  that  provision  of  the  existing 
law  will  be  stricken  out. 

These,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  provisions-of  the 
bill;  and  they  are  all  the  changes  it  proposes  to 
make  in  the  existing  law.  The  effect  of  its  pas- 
sage will  be  to  increase  the  revenue  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  at  least  ^,500,(K)0,  as  I  can 
show  from  estimates  which  1  have  in  my  posses- 
sion. Pass  this  bill  into  a  litw,  and  provide  that 
five  cents  shall  be  paid  upon  letters  sent  not 
more  than  three  thousand  miles,  and  ten  cents  for 
letters  sent  over  that  distance,  and  then  when  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  or  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  or  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  go  to 
the  Postmaster  General  to  get  him  to  establish 
some  new  post  office,  or  to  ask  him  to  increase 
the  mail  service  upon  some  route  in  his  district, 
he  will  not  be  met  with  the  plea  that  there  is  no 
money  in  the  treasury  of  the  Department  out  of 
which  the  expenses  of  these  increased  facilities 
can  be  paid. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  let  me  say  to  those  gentle- 
men representing  the  eastern  States,  that  their 
railroads  and  their  ocean  steamers  are  swallowing 
up  all  the  revenues  of  the  Po.<it  Office  Department, 
and  that  it  is  but  justice  to  them  to  go  for  some 
provision  which  will  give  increased  mail  facilities 
to  the  rural  districts  of  the  country. 

This  is  all  I  propose  lo  say  in  relation  to  this 
bill  in  its  present  stage.    When  the  debate  upon 
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it  shall  have  been  closed,  I  shall  avail  myself  of 
my  right  to  reply  to  such  objections  as  may  have 
been  raised  against  it. 

Mr.  MBACHAM.  I  wish  simply  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  this  question:  Whether, 
during  the  last  ten  months  preceding  the  month 
of  April,  there  has  not  been  an  increase  of  twelve 
hundred  post  offices  in  the  country,  and  whether 
by  the  first  of  June  next  there  will  not  be  an  in- 
crease of  two  thousand.'  If  that  be  the  case — if 
wecan  increasie  two  thousand  each  year,  it  appears 
to  me  that  we  are  not  so  poor  as  the  gentleman 
would  make  out. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question.  Is  not  the  increase  of  which 
he  speaks  under  a  provision  of  the  law  which  ex- 
pressly provides  that  the  mail  facilities  shall  not 
be  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of 
the  postage  and  the  diminution  of  the  revenue? 
And  is  not  the  deficiency  of  means  supplied  by  a 
withdrawal  of  the  money  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States? 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  act  of  the  3d  March,  1851, 
in  the  sixth  section,  contains  a  provision  that  the 
compensation  of  postmasters  snail  not  be  reduced 
inconsequence  of  the  reduction  which  it  makes  in 
the  postage  of  the  country.  The  seventh  section 
provides  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall  not  do 
away  with  any  post  office  or  post  route;  that  he 
shall  give  the  same  increase  of  mail  facilities  as 
though  the  act  had  not  passed.  Now,  I  will  give 
theincreaaeof  postmnsters  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1850,  it  was  18,417;  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1851,  it  was  19,706;  on  theSOth 
of  June,  1853,  it  was  30,009;  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1853,  it  was  22,320. 

And  it  will  be  recollected,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  last  Congress  established  nearly  two  thousand 
new  post  routes  in  the  country,  all  of  which  called 
for  new  offices  and  all  of  which  would  have  had  ser- 
vice and  offices  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of 
the  seventh  section  of  the  law  of  the  3u  of  March, 
1851,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  Postmas- 
ter General  did  not  wish  to  cripple  the  revenues  of 
his  office  by  doing  so.  Now  there  are  constant 
complaints  by  gentlemen  representing  the  south- 
ern and  western  districts,  that  theycannotget  their 
increased  mail  facilities.  They  cannot  get  their 
increase  of  post  offices,  because  they  are  met  by 
the  Postmaster  General  with  the  declaration  that 
the  revenues  of  the  Departmtrt  are  crippled. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Does  the 
gentleman  consider  that  a  sufficient  excuse  on  the 
part  of  the  Postmaster  General  for  denying  these 
increased  mail  facilities  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  answered  that  when  I  said  that 
if  you  could  entirely  abandon  the  idea  of  making 
the  Post  Office  Department  a  self-sustaining  one, 
and  make  it  a  charge  on  theTreasury,  justas  you 
do  your  Army  and  Navy,  then  no  Postmaster 
General  would  feel  himself  crippled.  But  until 
you  i\o  that,  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  will  find  that  it  will  be  a  cry 
raised  on  the  stump,  as  well  as  here,  against  the 
Postmaster  General,  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
Department  are  $2,500,000  over  and  above  the  re- 
ceipts. He  will  feel  himself  bound  to  keep  the 
expenditures  down  in  consequence  of  this  cry 
being  constanlly  made  against  him. 

Mr.  CHAiVlDLER  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  COBB,  who  said:  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me,  as  there  are  but  a  few  minutes  before 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  I  will  move 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  If  thegentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  consents,  I  will  submit  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  was  my  desire  to  reply 
to  some  remarks  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  but  as  it  is 
likely  that  the  subject  is  to  come  up  again,  I  will 
yield  to  what  appears  to  be  the  inclination  of  gen- 
tlemen. But  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  desire  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  [Mr.  Stanton,  of  Ten- 
nessee] may  be  ollowed  to  report  one  or  two  bills 
which  are  ohsolutely  necessary.  I  now  take  my 
seat,  considering  that  I  shall  be  entitled  to  the  floor 
when  the  subject  again  comes  up. 
JUDICIAL  SrSTEM  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.    STANTON,  of  Ttnneasee,    by   unani- 


mous consent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dicary,  reported  "a  bill  to  modify  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  S.  said:  My  object  in  reporting  that  bill 
is  to  have  it  printed  in  order  that  the  Mouse  may 
see  and  understand  it.  It  is  a  bill  of  great  im- 
portance, and  may  require  some  attention.  I  pro- 
pose to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
to  my  colleogue  that  the  better  way  would  be  to 
let  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
keep  it  pending  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  JONES.  A  bill  of  this  importance,  and 
that  requires  action,  can  certeiinly  be  taken  up  at 
almost  any  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  move  that  the  bill  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  made  the  special  order  for  this 
day  week,  and  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  can  only  be 
made  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  object. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Would  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Is  there  not  a  motion  pending 
to  refer  the  hill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  hope,  if  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  is  postponed  at  all,  it  will  be  put  off  for  four 
weeks,  as  I  am  under  thenecessity  of  going  home. 
I  will  consent  to  a  motion  to  postpone  it  for  four 
weeks. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Then  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  for  four  weeks, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Chandler]  is  entitled  to  the  floor 
upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia will  probably  yield  the  floor  to  allow  the  bill 
to  be  postponed. 

The  SPE A  KER.  The  Chair  mentions  the  fact 
because  the  floor  cannot  be  taken  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  yield  the  floor  to  enable 
the  motion  to  postpone  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  then  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  till  this  day 
four  weeks,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  will  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  will  do  so,  if  the  gentleman  will 
renew  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     I  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  SAGE.     Then  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  the  con.sideration  of 
the  bill  will  not  be  postponed,  but  that  it  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
swopped  the  devil  for  a  witch.  [Laughter.]  We 
hove  at  last  got  rid  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  now  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  are  trying  to  put  all  their 
bills  upon  their  passage.  I  hope  we  shall  have 
no  more  postponements.  I  now  renew  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  SAGE.  On  that  motion  I  call  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  postpone  is 
not  debatable,  and,  in  fact,  the  previous  question 
would  cut  ofl°  that  motion. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Then  I  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sage's 
motion,  (as  renewed  by  Mr.  Letcreb;)  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

GRADUATION  BILL. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  believe  that  it  is  the  general  dis- 
position of  the  House  to  go  on  with  and  pass  the 
graduation  bill;  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Hou:!e  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 


that  motion ,  and  allow  me  to  move  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  COBB.    Oh,  no;  wecan  get  through  with* 
the  bill  in  thirty  minutes.    No  one  is  disposed  to 
speak  on  the  subject  for  more  than  five  or  tea 
miniiles. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  Is  it  in  order  for  me  to  present 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  until  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  has  been 
disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobs'i 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Fclle« 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  being  House  bill  (No.  1)  "  to 
encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures, 
and  all  other  branches  of  industry,  by  granting  to 
every  man  who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  a  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  out  of  the  public 
domain,  upon  condition  of  occupancy  and  culti- 
vation of  tne  same  for  the  period  herein  specified, 
and  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.' 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated    that  the  pending 

?|uestion  was  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
rom  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  to  amend  the  seventh 
section  by  striking  out  "  one  dollar"  and  insert- 
ing "  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  withdraw  that  amendment. 

Mr,  LILLY,  t  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
at  the  end  of  the  seventh  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  an  amendment 
already  pending,  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissell,]  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  one  dollar"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  ninety 
cents." 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  will  withdraw  that  amend- 
ment, if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Question  then  recurs 
upon  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  remainder  of  the 
seventh  section. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  propose  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  seventh  section,  the  following  proviso:  ' 

Nnr  lo  any  piitiljc  lands  lying  within  HOeen  miles  of  any 
railroad,  which  has  bfen  or  hiTt-nlter  may  he  cnnKtrucled, 
eitht^r  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  dunationa  of  public  lands  by 
Congress. 

The  proviso  to  this  section  reads  as  follows: 
**  Provided,  This  section  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
extend  lo  lands  reserved  to  the  United  Suites,  in  acis  gram- 
inn  land  to  Stales  Tor  railroad  or  other  internal  iniprove- 
uients,  or  lo  mineral  lands  held  at  over  $1  25  per  acre.'* 

I  understand  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of 
these  railroad  grants  to  make  an  argument  of  this 
kind:  That  the  alternate  sections  of  land  reserved 
are  worth  double  the  price  now  that  they  were  be- 
fore the  reservations  were  made,  and  ihat  those 
lands  which  were  in  market  at  $1  25  per  acre, 
previous  to  the  passage  of  these  railroad  bills,  an 
now  worth  f)2  50  per  acre.  And  not  only  so,  but 
gentlemen  have  said  that  lands  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  remote  from  tlwe  railroads,  are  greatly  en- 
hanced in  value,  an(n)rouKht  into  marltel.  The 
proviso  which  I  have  offered  reserves  lands  for 
fifteen  miles  from  the  operation  of  this  section — 
thus  securing  the  benefit  which  these  gentlemen 
say  will  accrue  to  the  United  States.  According 
to  the  provisionsof  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  thos* 
lands  which  are  seven  miles,  or  just  without  the 
alternate  sections,  if  they  hove  been  in  market  for 
thirty  years,  will  be  sold  for  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  per  acre.  The  object  I  htive  in  view  in  ths 
proviso  I  have  offered  is,  that  the  United  States 
shall  have  the  full  benefit  of  any  improvement  in 
the  price  of  lands,  whether  they  are  within  six 
miles  of  the  reserved  sections  or  not.  I  hopegen- 
tlemen  who  ore  in  favor  of  these  railroad  bili*^  will 
have  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  proviso  I 
have  offered.  It  is  designeti  by  the  proviso,  that 
the  United  States  shall  have  the  benefit  of  any  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  the  lands  within  fifteen  miles 
of  the  railroads  which  may  be  constructed  by 
grants  of  public  londs. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  want  to  occupy  the  tim* 
of  the  committee  for  more  thon  two  or  three  min- 
utes on  this  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  as  my  object  is  to  get  this  bill  out  of 
the  way  of  the  other  business  wailing  for  action. 
If  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  will  ex&mins 
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the  bill,  he  will  find  that  there  is  a  proviso  which 
renders  his  amendment  in  part  unneceKsary.  It 
orovides  to  except  the  lands  reserved  to  the  United 
Stales,  or  those  given  to  the  Stat«s  for  railroad  or 
■  other  purposes,  for  internal  improvementa,  or  the 
iDineral  lands  held  at  f  1  35  per  acre. 

Mr.  LILLY.  1  ask  the  gentleman  how/ar  that 
proviso  extends? 

Mr.  COBB.  Just-  as  far  as  the  lands  extend. 
I  shall  make  no  formal  speech  now  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman's  argument;  but  I  hope  i\)B  amend- 
ment will  not  pass,  but  that  the  committee  will  go  ! 
on  with  the  bill,  i  have  been  preparing  lo  make 
a  speech  on  this  subject,  which  1  would  like  to 
deliver;  but  for  the  sake  of  progressing  with  the 
business  in  the  House,  I  am  willing  to  forego  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  and  will  wait  till  I  get 
home,  when  I  will  give  it  to  my  constituency. 
(Laughter.]  I  shall  retain  thai  speech;  it  is  a 
good  one.  I  hope  the  amendment  olTered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  will  not  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  propose  to  olTer 
the  following  amendment. 

In  the  seventeenth  line  of  the  seventh  section, 
strikeout  the  words  "subject  to  sale  at  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  acre,"  and  insert  "  shall  be 
ceded  to]the  Slates  in  which  they  lie." 

I  presume,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  (here  is  no  ques- 
tion which  so  much  divides  the  Democratic  party 
«f  this  country,  as  this  public  land  question.  So 
long  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  control  of  the  public  lands,  so  long  will 
the  Democratic  party  not  be  a  unit  in  this  coun- 
try. It  has  been  the  policy  of  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished statesmen  belonging  to  that  party  to 
which  we  belong — and  a  gentleman  whose  views 
were  certainly  more  Democratic,  at  least,  I  think 
no,  than  any  of  thr  statesmen  who  have  lived  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — I  mean  Mr. 
Calhoun, of  South  Carolina.  It  was  his  policy, 
a  cherished  policy  of  his  life,  lo  get  rid  of  the 
qiieRtion  of  the  public  lands,  by  ceding  them  to 
the  States  in  which  they  lie,  under  some  condition 
or  other. 

It  strikes  me  that  the  amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose is  one  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  southern 
States,  at  least,  who  cherish  the  memory  and  prin- 
ciples ofMr.  Calhoun,  cannot  object  to.  After 
lands  have  been  in  market  for  some  twenty-five 
years,  and  when  they  cease  to  be  worth  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
the  true  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  Uniled 
Slates  to  yield  them  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie.  That  would  be,  I  say,  the  true  policy  of  the 
Government,  not  only  upon  principle  but  as  a 
tnolter  of  economy.  If  lands  are  not  worth  more 
thnn  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  why,  it 
would  coat  more  to  keep  up  your  Land  Office, and 
to  sell  them,  than  the  revenue  which  would  be 
produced  by  the  sale  of  them. 

True,  Mr.  Chairman.it  would  lake  a  long  time 
— thirty  years — to  get  rid  of  this  public  land  ques- 
tion in  Congress,  under  the  proposition  which  I 
have  submitted.  But  Congress  would  get  rid  of 
it  in  that  time,  and  it  would  be  far  better  that  this 
should  be  done,  rather  than  that  the  question 
should  continue  to  divide  the  Democratic  party  of 
this  country. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  propositions  that  have 
been  made  to  amend  the  original  bill  are,  in  my 
opinion,  all  of  them  bad,  but  the  proposition  of 
tlie  gjenlleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Jones,]  as  I 
understand  it,  is  infinitely  worse. 

This  is  not  the  occasion,  but  I  shall  avail  my- 
self of  an  early  opportunity  to  address  the  House 
at  length  in  regard  to  our  policy  in  reference  to  the 
public  domain.  But  let  me  say  here  in  general 
terms,  that  the  House  is  generally  laboring  under 
a  grievous  error  in  regard  to  the  true  history  of 
the  action  of  Congresr-in  relation  to  the  public 
domain. 

This  bill  as  it  stands  ought  to  be  entitled — for 
such  will  be  its  inevitable  effect — "  A  bill  to  retard 
the  settlement  of  the  frontiers  of  the  country," 
because,  as  I   remarked  yesterday,  the  demand 
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for  the  public  domain  is  of  necessity  and  of  itself 
limited  in  amount.  So  if  you  hold  out  inducements 
to  settle  the  older  of  the  land  Slates  of  the  Union, 
by  cheapening  the  price  of  the  land  therein,  you 
prevent  en^raiion  to  the  newer  parts  of  the 
country.  Wit  if  the  present  policy  of  the  coun- 
try is  insisted  on,  and  adhered  to,  you  will  people 
the  wilderness,  and  cause  to  mingle  in  a  few  years, 
the  population  of  the  Pacific  with  that  of  the  Allan- 
tic  coast.  If  you  resist  that  progress  and  change 
the  present  land  policy,  and  depart  from  the  princi- 
ple which  has  been  heretofore  pursued,  you  will 
change  I  he  entire  system  of  things,  and  bring  back 
the  Government  to  the  policy  of  disposing  of  the 
lands  of  the  older  States  of  the  Union  first — I  re- 
peat it,  you  will  arrest  the  settlement  of  the  newer 
portions  of  the  public  domain. 

Now,  I  heard  a  gentleman  yesterday  illustrating 
the  position  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands,  by  comparing  it  to  the  case  of  prop- 
erty held  by  the  churches  of  the  middle  ages  in 
England.  Gentlemen  who  talk  thus  are  too  well 
informed  seriously  to  insist  upon  sn  illustration 
or  parallel  of  that  sort.  That  was  a  case  where 
the  ecclesiastical  power  of  the  country  overshad- 
owed and  pressed  down  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country. 

Complaints  were  made  of  the  same  sort,  and 
from  the  same  quarter,  of  the  grasping  power  of 
the  General  Government  in  regard  to  the  public 
domain.  Is  that  true?  Do  the  facts  sustain  the 
charge?  Has  not  the  Government,  on  the  con- 
trary, been  liberal  m  the  extreme  in  this  respect? 
Look  at  your  pret^mplion  laws.  Why,  sir,  but 
the  other  day  this  House  passed  a  bill  absolutely 
making  a  free  and  naked  gift  of  land  to  actual 
settlers  upon  the  public  domain.  And  yet  gentle- 
men, who  are  in  favor  of  this  bill,  stand  up  here 
and  talk  about  the  overbearing  power  and  the 
grasping  disposition  of  ihia  Government  in  regard 
to  the  public  lands. 

-  Sir,  this  question  connected  with  the  disposition 
of  the  public  domain  is,  as  I  understand  it,  en- 
tirely misunderstood  by  very  many  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor.  Congress  has  not  heretofore 
voted  away,  as  donations  and  as  naked  gifts, 
large  portions  of  the  public  domain;  but,  as  I 
shall  undertake  to  show,  and  shall  show  conclu- 
sively from  the  recordsof  the  country,  the  amount 
thus  voted  away  is  exceedingly  limited — not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  acres,  instead  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  acres,  as  asserted  by  a  gentle- 
man ihe  other  day.  All  these  things  I  shall  notice 
in  proper  time. 

I  now  come  back  to  this  bill.  Its  effect  will  be 
to  retard  the  settlement  of  the  frontier  of  our 
country.  It  will  prevent  the  extension  of  those 
settlements,  and  limit  them  to  those  portions  of 
the  public  domain  which  lie  within  the  older  land 
States  of  the  Union.  Thftt  policy,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  unwise, and  ought  not  to  oe  sustained  by 
this  House.  1  showed  yesterday,  and  showed 
conclusively,  that  in  1828,  occording  to  a  report 
from  the  General  Land  Office,  fifty  millions  of 
acres  of  the  public  land  remained  unsold,  which 
had  been  in  market  for  a  long  period  of  time;  and 
yet,  in  1840 — only  twelve  years  subsequent  to  the 
ilate  of  that  statement — nineteen  million  two  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty 
one  of  these  same  fifty  millions — barely  exceed- 
ing one  third  of  the  quantity — had  been  sold  for  a 
sum  exceeding  the  amount  estimated  as  the  value 
of  the  whole  in  1828. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Louisiana;  and  it 
was  not  agreetj  to. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  move  to  amend  in  the  tenth 
line  by  striking  out  the  word  *'twenty,'*and  insert- 
ing the  word  "twenty-five,"  so  that  the  clause 
may  read: 

"  And  nllofltiel»ml»nftheUnit<-d  Staira ihni ahnll  have 
Wen  in  nmrket  for  nvt'iity-AvR  yearn  or  upw(udf>,  a]*  aforn- 
snid,  and  siili  rntiaiiinig'uneold,  sttall  be  subject  to  gale  at 
finy  ctnts  per  acre." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  which  we  have  now 
under  consideration,  I  believe  to  be  one  of  great 
importance  to  the  country.   The  principle  involved 


in  it  is,  to  my  mind,  the  same  as  that  involved  in 
the  bill  calleil  the  homesteud  bill.  The  main  ob- 
ject of  both  of  these  bills  is  lo  secure,  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  the  settlement  and  cultiyaiion  of  the 
public  lands.  This  is  an  object  which  will  be 
conceded  by  every  American  citizen  as  highly  de- 
sirable to  attain;  and  I  am  astonished  to  find  that 
many  of  the  Representatives  from  the  new  States — 
from  the  Stales  in  which  these  lands  are  located — 
should  object  to  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  [Mr. 
DisNET,]  says  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bill 
will  be  10  prevent  the  settlement  upon  the  public 
lands  which  have  come  into  market  at  a  later 
period  upon  the  remote  frontiers  of  Ihe  country. 
That  will  be  its  effect  to  some  extent,  it  is  true; 
but  I  ask  gentlemen  representing  the  Slates  in 
which  the  lands  to  which  this  bill  principally  ap- 
plies, whether  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  their 
constituents  that  these  lands  should  be  settled  as 
rapidly  as  possible?  Is  it  not  for  their  interest 
that  these  lands,  which  are  now  an  uncultivated 
wilderness,  should  become  peopled  by  hardy  and 
industrious  settlers? 

Sir,  the  arguitient  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
to  mv  mind,  has  no  weight  at  all.  The  object  of 
the  (Government,  in  disposing  of  ils  public  lands, 
should  be  lo  secure  their  speedy  settlement, 
whether  it  be  of  lands  which  have  been  in  the 
market  a  long  or  a  short  time.  This  bill  will,  in 
my  opinion,  promote  that  object;  because  it  will 
secure  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  country.  Calculate  for  a  moment 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  cultivating  these  lands 
which  have  been  in  the  market  twenty  or  thirty 
years.  Let  them  be  nut  under  cultivation,  and 
how  many  crops  would  it  take  to  pay  the  price 
for  them  at  Jl  25  per  acre  ?  How  many  years 
would  it  require?  Why,  sir,  every  crop  would 
pay  ten  times  over  the  amount  the  General  Gov- 
ernment will  get  for  them;  and  if,  in_  the  last 
twenty  years,  while  these  lands  have  been  lying 
an  uncultivated  woste,  they  had  been  under  culti- 
vation, the  benefit  which  would  have  resulted 
therefrom  is  incalculable;  it  is  a  hundred  times 
over  the  value  of  the  lands  to  the  Government. 
Hence  it  should  be  the  object  of  every  man  to  se- 
cure the  cultivation  and  settlement  of  these  lands 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

But  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  by  this  bill  you 
will  not  get  the  lands  taken  up  as  rapidly  as  would 
otherwise  be  the  case;  that  the  lands  upon  your 
frontiers  will  not  be  taken.  Now,  sir,  there  are 
many  persons  in  the  older  Slates  who  have  not 
the  means  of  taking  themselves  and  families  to  the 
frontier  settlements,  who  would  very  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  settling  upon 
some  of  these  lands,  if  the  price  were  reduced 
within  their  means  to  purchase. 

■But  again,  the  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  attract 
and  draw  off  many  who  otherwise  would  go  to 
your  cities  for  homes.  It  holds  out  inducements 
to  them  to  go  into  your  western  States,  and  culti- 
vate the  soil.  Thus  many  would  be  drawn  from 
Ihe  purlieus  of  vice  and  corruption  in  your  cities, 
and  become  hardy  and  industrious  citizens  of  the 
western  States. 

If  I  could  satisfy  mvself  that  the  Senate  would 
pass  the  homestead  bllF,  I  should  prefer  that  to 
this.  But  the  fears  which  I  entertain  in  reference 
to  Ihe  fate  of  that  bill,  forces  me  to  support  this 
as  the  next  best  proposition  to  secure  the  settle- 
ment of  the  public  lands  of  the  cotintry.  I  re- 
peal, sir,  that  the  object  of  this  Government  in  dis- 
posing of  the  public  lands  should  not  be  lo  secure 
as  much  revenue  from  them  as  possible;  it  should 
be  to  settle  them  as  speedily  as  possible.  These 
lands  should  be  cultivated.  We  want  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil,  and  we  want  men  to  produce 
them 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WADE.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  views 
which  have  been  taken  in  reference  to  this  bill, 
are  entirely  erroneous.  I  do  not  know  what 
quantity  of  land  under  it  will  be  subject  to  entry 
at  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  or  what  quantity  at 
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twenly-live  rents  per  ncre;  but  1  am  confident  as 
to  what  wHl  be  the  result  in  regard  to  that  which 
may  remain  suluect  to  entry  at  those  prices.  It 
will  ultimately  full  into  the  hands  ot"  speculators 
instead  of  thoBe  of  poor  settlers. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Skil- 
ton]  says  that  it  will  draw  the  poor  from  the  cities 
to  settle  on  these  lands.  Capitalists  will  purchase 
these  lands  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  would  call  the  gentleman's  at- 
tention to  the  latter  clause  of  the  bill,  which  re- 
stricts the  entry  of  any  one  individual  to  three 
hundred'and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  WADE.  Then  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
bill,  though  dissatisfied  with  the  reasons  which 
have  been  jiven  for  it. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  put,  and  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "  until,"  in  the  eighth  section,  the 
words,  "  within  thirty  days  preceding."  If  that 
amendment  be  adopted,  1  shall  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "twelve  months,"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert  the  words"  eleven  months,"  so  that  the  sec- 
tion would  read  as  follows: 

Bbo.  6.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enartei.  Thai  upon  ever)'  re- 
duction in  priei:,  unner  ihe  provinioris  of  lhi5  act,  the  occu- 
pant and  seltlfr  upon  llip  land.*  Hhall  Itavc  tlie  riglit  ot'  pre- 
emption at  Kucli  crndualed  price,  upon  Iht;  liame  terms, 
conditions,  resilriclion.i,  and  liniilfttioifs,  njton  wliicll  tlie 
public  lands  of  lliu  iriiitcd  Slatits  are  now  anbji-ct  to  the  right 
of  prt'tijnplion,  until  within  Uii/ly  daya  precpding  the  next 
graduation  or  reduction  niiall  lake  place;  and  if  not  ho  pnr- 
chafied,  vhall  attain  t>u  suliject  to  right  of  pregniplion  lor 
eleven  monlliH  a-<  btlbre,  and  ko  on  from  lime  to  time,  as 
rt-duclions  take  place  :  Providtd^  That  nothing  in  this  act 
BJiall  be  CO  conhlruetJ  as  in  interfere  with  any  right  which 
ha»  or  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  any  act  granting  preemption 
to  actual  tfcttlertt  upon  public  lands. . 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  amendment  is  an 
important  one.  If  the  settler  does  not  come  in 
and  enter  the  land  within  thirty  days  of  the  ne.\t 
graduation,  we  open  the  land  to  others.  We  do 
not  ask  for  settlers  perpetual  preiimption.  We 
do  not  ask  that  settlers  shall  hold  their  land  over 
twelve  months,  other  twelve  months  again,  and 
80  on,  until  he  can  get  it  for  twelve  and  a  half 
cents.  My  amendment,  on  the  failure  of  the  settler 
to  enter  within  thirty  days  of  the  next  graduation, 
allows  somebody  else  to  come  in  and  enter  it. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  COBB.  To  make  the  section  correspond 
with  the  amendment  just  adopted,  1  now  move  to 
strike  out  the  words"  twelvemonths,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  words  "  eleven  months." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  strike  from  the  ninth 
section  the  words  "  under  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  sections  of  this  act."  They  are 
rendered  unnecessary  hy  previous  amendment. 

Mr.  JAMES  C.  ALLEN.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  entire  section  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Not  while  amendments 
are  pending  fnr  perfecting  the  section. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  nobody  seems 
to  be  much  interested  in  the  progress  of  this 
measure;  at  least  it  seems  to  be  moving  along  in 
this  committee  in  a  very  desultory  mnnner,  and 
■0  that  no  one  can  tell  whether  it  has  more  friends 
or  enemies  among  us. 

I  shall,  when  1  have  spoken  briefly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  take  the  first  proper  op- 
portunity to  move  that  the  committee  lio  rise  and 
report  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  not  pass.  It  seems  to  melhat  such 
amotion  is  the  only  one  which  will  develop  the 
sentiments  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  the 
bill. 

What  possible  use  can  there  be  in  spending  fur- 
ther time  upon  this  bill.'  What  is  to  be  gained 
by  it  ?  Is  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  and  laboring 
men  of  the  country  that  this  legislation  is  needed, 
as  we  are  told  it  is,  by  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  oflhe  House.'  Why,  sir,  we  have  already 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill  giving  the  poor 
man  (nay,  and  the  rich  too)  about  as  much  land  as 
they  can  occupy,  if  they  will  only  go  and  settle 
upon  it,  without  tiie  payment  of  a  lingle  cent. 


Is  this  legislation  then,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rich  man.'  No,  sir;  for  the  ninth  section  of  this  bill 
limits  the  entry  of  any  one  man  under  it  (rich  or 
poor)  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Then, 
air,  I  ask  for  whom  are  we  legislating  in  this 
bill.' 

It  seema  to  be  agreed,  on  all  sides,  that  we  shall 
keep  the  public  lands  out  of  the  hands  of  specu- 
lators.    Why  then,  sir,  as  this  bill  confines  its 
provisions  to  actual  settlers,  and  in  small  quanti- 
ties, why,  I   ask,  shall  we  foolishly  provide  that  ; 
the  settler  may  take   at  twenty-fiMkcents,  lifty  ] 
cents,  seventy-five  cents,  one  dollar^r  one  dollar  j 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  as  the  case  may  j 
be,  when,  by  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  bill, 
we  give  him  the  privilege  of  taking  the  same  lands 
for  nothing.'     Does  any  one  doubt  under  which 
bill  the  settler  will  make  his  entry? 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Skel- 
ton]  avers  that  he  will  vole  for  this  bill,  because 
he  entertains  doubts  of  the  passage  of  the  home- 
stead bill  in  the  Senate,  declaring  that  he  prefers 
that  bill  to  this,  and  will  vote  for  this  only,  be- 
cause this  can  be  made  available  to  the  country, 
if  that  fails  elsewhere.  Now,  sir,  1  voted  against 
that  bill;  I  voted  against  it  very  reluctantly.  I 
I  was  very  nearly  poised  in  my  judgment  upon 
the  subject  of  iis  merits.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
see  that  bill  become  a  law.  And  let  me  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that  the  best  way  to 
secure  the  passage  of  that  bill  in  the  Senate,  is  to 
olfer  them  no  alternative  whatever;  but  let  them 
know  we  stand  firm  upon  our  judgment  in  refer- 
ence to  that  measure. 

There  is  a  bill  now  on  the  Speaker's  table,  sir,  \ 
which  has  been  postponed  to  a  day  certain,  and 
which  day  will  soon  arrive,  that  will  open  up  all 
the  pending  questions  in  reference  to  the  public 
lands.  I  refer  to  the  bill  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Bennett,]  and  which  bill  is  Rnown  as  "  Bennett's 
bill."  That  bill,  sir,  and  the  substitutes  and 
amendments  ofiered  to  it  by  the  Speaker,  and  by 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Perkins,] 
cover  the  whole  ground.  On  the  discussion  of 
the  questions  there  presented,  this  question  of  the 
graduation  of  price  of  the  public  lands  most  natu- 
rally belongs.  In  my  opinion,  sir,  that  is  the 
time  when  it  should  be  met  and  settled. 

We  ask  now,  sir,  only  ^l  5i5  per  acre  for  the  pub" 
lic  lands.  That,  I  submit,  is  reasonably  cheap — 
cheap  enough.  More  especially  is  it  cheap  enough 
when  any  man  who  is  unwilling  to  give  it  can, 
under  the  homestead  bill,  take  his  land  for  nothing. 
Yes,  sir,  without  paying  a  single  cent. 

Why,  sir,  it  costs  me — it  costs  all  of  us — two 
acres  of  land  each  a  day,  rated  at  the  present  prices, 
for  our  meals  and  lodging  whilst  we  are  legislating 
here  for  the  country.  Is  it  not  true,  sir,  either 
that  we  are  paying  high  prices,  or  the  price  of  land 
is  very  low  at  the  present  minimum.'  I  submit  to 
the  committee,  sir,  we  had  better  go  back  into  the 
House  with  this  bill  at  once,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  COBB.  What  amendment  does  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  propose?  I  want  to  op- 
pose it,  and  I  think  I  can  answer  what  the  gentle- 
man has  said  very  satisfactorily. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  been  speaking  in*  opposition  to  the 
pending  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment; 
and  it  was  rejecied. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House,  witii  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  COBB.  Before  that  motion  is  entertained, 
I  wish  to  propose  one  more  amendment  to  the 
bill; — to  strike  out  the  word  "  perjury"  at  the  end 
of  the  third  section. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  my  worthy  and  talented 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  opposing  a 
measure  which,  I  think,  coiamends  itself  to  every 
rational  mind.     I  can  only  excuse  him  upon  this 

ground,  for  I  know  that  his  heart  is  right 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  debatable? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  would  not  be  in  order  as 
Ion?  as  gentlemen  have  amendments  to  ofler. 

Mr.  COBU.  I  am  sati-sfied  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  investigated  the  bear- 
ings of  this  question,  he  would  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
does  not  interfere  with  the  homestead  bill  in  the 


least.  There  are  thousands  of  individuals  who 
liave  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  now 
who  do  not  intend  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ben- 
efit oflhe  homestead  bill,  provided  you  will  allow 
them,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  enter 
lands  adjoining  theirs  at  their  intrinsic  value.  By 
the  passage  of  this  bill  much  will  be  saved  to  the 
Uovernment;  for  there  are  a  great  many  iiidivid- 
uals  who  would  pay  for  the  land  if  you  were  to 
allow  them  to  do  so  at  their  proper  valuation,  who 
otherwise  will  take  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
under  dne  homestead  bill,  and  settle  there  five  years 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  it.  I  contend  that  this  bill 
has  for  its  object  not  only  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
man,  but  the  interestoftheGeneral  Government,  in 
a  revenue  point  of  view.  IPthe  Government  were 
to  sell  the  lands  at  a  fair  price,  it  would  receive,  in 
a  very  fe^(  years,  an  amount  equal  to  what  she 
has  received  for  many  years  past,  and  the  poor 
men  of  the  country  would  have  land  for  cultiva- 
tion, and,  thereby,  means  of  subsistence.  I  will 
say  to  the  friends  of  the  homestead  bill,  that  there 
is  no  belter  friend  of  that  bill  in  this  House  than 
myself;  and  I  am  the  last  man  to  interpose  any 
obstacle  in  its  way.  1  ask  gentlemen  not  to  get 
up  a  scarecrow,  in  order  to  drive  the  friends  of 
the  homestead  policy  from  the  support  of  a  meas- 
ure of  so  much  importance  as  the  one  now  under 
consideration.  I  am  sorry  to  find  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Phillips,]  who  is  a  member  of  tVie  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  taking  the  position  he  has, 
wiih  regard  to  this  question.  I  am  sorry  lo  find 
him  treading  upon  the  ashes  of  the  illustrious 
Jackson,  Polk,  and  others,  who  have  recommended 
this  policy. 

I  will  send  up  to  the  reporter's  desk  the  follow- 
ing statement  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
containingsnme  important  facts  bearing  upon  this 
question,  which  I  desire  to  be  incorporated  with 
my  remarks: 

Nothing  retards  the  growth  and  prosperilv  oflhe  coanlry 
more,  nor  inflicts  greater  injury  upon  the  resident,  than  the 
postieittiion,  by  individuals  or  companies,  of  eltensive  an- 
cullivaled  tracts  of  ihe  public  lands.  To  correct  thi»  evil, 
facilities  should  be  liberally  extended  to  tiie  actual  seuler, 
and  wilhheld  from  Ihe  mere  speculator. 

During  Ihe  last  h«cal  year  9,819,411  acre*  have  been  sur- 
veyed, and  I0,:i6.'l,891  acres  brought  Into  market.  In  Ike 
same  perii'd  there  were — 

Sold 1 ,083,495  acrw. 

Located  with  military  bounty  land  war- 
rants     6,14a,afi0     •' 

Located  with  olhercertificales 9,437     " 

Helected  for  the  States,  as  swamp  lands..  16.684,a!>3     " 
Donated  for  railroads,  &.C 1,4:27,407     ** 

Making  a  total  of. 25,348,992     •' 

Showing  an  increase  In  quantity  sold  and  locaird  wl* 
land  warrants,  and  under  grants,  of  12,231,818  acres  over 
the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  iitinnlity  ol  land  sold  during  Ihe  second  and  third 
quarters  oflKia,  was  334,-151  acres  ;  amount  received  there- 
for, ,Sfi-.'3.6S7  .19. 

ftunnlilysold  second  and  thirdquanersof  18S3, 1,609,91)1 
acres;  ainount  received  Ihurctbr  S*3,*2-i6,876  36. 

The  whole  number  of  land  warrants  issued,  under  exist- 
ing laws",  up  to  the  30lh  Hcpteniber  last,  wiw  Q66,IVS,  of 
which  Iherc  were  then  oulslanding  B6,947.     The  quanlUf 
of  land  required  to  salisly  the  latter  is  4,778,130  arret. 
Warrants    have    been     issued   lo    the   30th    Srpiemker 

last,    under    the    act  of  llth  February.    1847,   ealliK 

for l2,879,a30  acres. 

Under  the  acts  of  September  28, 1850,  and 

March  •»,  1052,  for 12,.505,360     " 

Making  a  totalKf 2.%384,64U      " 

There  have  been  issued  under  the  act  of  the  3lst  AntML 
1852,  for  the  satlsfnetlon  tif  V'irginia  land  warrants,  1,857 
pieces  of  land  scrip,  embracing  129,669  acres.  IttsN^ 
posed  the  scrip  yet  to  bu  issued  under  tins  act  will  reqalft 
870,0011  acres. 

It  may  be  seventi  years  before  the  land  warrants  and 
scrip  will  he  exhnusled,  and,  until  then,  the  amount  «f 
land  sold  lor  ch-«1i  will  be  coniparaiively  small. 

The  enliri;  areaof  Uie  public  domain  is  estimated  at  sboot 
I, .'184, 0011.000  acres.    That  within  the  Slates  (eicliuireif 
Calnornia)  is  47l,892.-IM  acres. 
Its  purchase  was  effected  at  Ihe  rate  of  14.-41   cents  per 

acre,  amounting  to 367,9t)9,7W 

To  ihis  >liould  be  .idded  the  Indi.in  reserva- 
lious,  which  enter  into  Ihe  original  cost, 
ainoutitiiig  to  3,400,795  acres,  which,  valued 

at.^1  a.1  iM'r  acre,  would  make 4,3501 

Up  to  3t)lh  June,  1853,  .■04,1')6,8U'  acres  had 
been  i^old.  at  an  cipense  of  2.U7  cents  per  ^^ 

acre,  inakinff 6,9I9,UI 

And  184,667,135  acres  sold  at  an  additional  ex- 
pense for  selling,  at  5.32  cents  per  acre, 
lunking 9,994/ 


The  entire  cost  (including  Burvey'inf  and  aell- 
ing)  being •   ^8^,994.01 


The  whole  amount  accniing  from  sales  up  to  30lh  Ji\a^ 
1853,  was  §142,283,478;  being  853,989,465  more  llian  I" 
COS  tor  the  whole,  thus  ftr,  inclusive  of  siuvey  and  Ml*. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


915 


Of  the  surveyed  lands  there  have  been  granted — 

For  educaiinnal  purposies 11,199.973  acres. 

For  military  bouiilies 34.841,9*)      "^ 

And  lor  internal  iinproveuienu 16,607,013     *^- 

Making 52,748,9ri6      " 


There  yet  remain  of  Ihe  survej>d  lands  96,9-10,709  acres, 
worlli  (alYer  deducting  the  cost  nf  selling  vet  to  be 
borne) (Sli6,018,641 

And  137,635,629  acres,  worth  (aller  deducting 
Itl^eipenseof  surveying  and  selling) 161,873,363 

Making 977,891,904 

To  which  add  llie  net  profits  received  fur  lands 
actually  sold 53,2^9,465 


And  we  find  that,  while  the  purchase,  survey, 
ond  sale  of  the  nublic  lands  will,  in  the  end, 
have  cost  .^a,y!J4,U13,  the  net  amount  which 
will  have  been  realized  tlierefnr  is  the  enor- 
mous sum  of .'^331 ,181 ,369 


The  CHAfRMAN.  The  pending  motion  is  lo 
strike  out  the  word  "  perjury." 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  object  lo  striking  out  the 
vrord  "  perjury,"  because  I  think  the  bill  will  be 
less  perfect  if  that  word  is  omitted.  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  anything  done  which  would 
v/eaken  the  prospect  for  the  success  of  this  bill. 
There  has  been  scarcely  a  bill  before  the  House 
conceived,  as  I  believe,  in  better  policy  than  the 
one  now  under  consideration.  1  look  upon  it  as 
a  sequel,  and  a  very  appropriate  one,  to  the  home- 
stead bill.  What  was  the  argument  adduced  in 
suppoit  of  that  bill  ?  It  was  that  the  Government 
itstif  derived  an  indirect  profit  from  having  the 
public  lands  brought  into  a  productive  state;  that 
the  wealth  and  the  number  of  freeholders  of  the 
country  would  be  greatly  increased  thereby.  Will 
not  this  bill  have  precisely  the  same  effect? 

If  a  man  can  now  buy  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  acre,  lands  which  were  previously  held  at 
$1  25  per  acre,  or  if  he  can  buy  no  w  for  fifty  cents 
what  $1  25  was  formerly  asked  for,  or  if  he  can 
buy  now  for  twelve  antj  a  half  cents  lands  which 
were  formerly  held  at  that  higher  price,  will  there 
not  be  many  men  who  will  then  be  able  to  buy 
and  cultivate  the  lands  who  had  been  previously 
prevented  from  doing  so  in  consequence  of  the 
nigh  price?  How,  therefore,  can  those  gentlemen 
who  voted  for  Ihe  homestead  bill  prevail  upon 
themselves  to  vote  against  this  one  ? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  inquires  whether 
the  bill  is  to  benefit  both  the  rich  and  the  poor,  or 
on  which  of  these  classes  it  is  intended  to  confer 
benefits.  Sir,  I  really  never  thought  to  ask  my- 
self that  question.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  being 
actuated  by  such  motives  in  legislating  for  the 
country.  1  do  not  care  to  inquire  into  this  ques- 
tion now.  1  do  not  know  whether  the  rich  or  the 
poor  will  profit  most  by  it.  I  was  going  to  say, 
and  as  a  legislator  I  do  say,  that  I  do  not  care — 
though  as  a  man  perhaps  I  might.  But,  sir,  I 
think  it  will  be  a  greater  beneHt  to'  the  poorer 
classes  than  to  the  rich.  Very  few  rich  men  care 
to  buy  three  hundred  and  twenty,  and  no  more, 
acres  of  land  at  this  reduced  price.  It  is  a  very 
little  object  to  a  rich  man.  Therefore,  I  think  that 
a  much  largerproporlionof  those  who  are  in  needy 
circumstances  will  be  benefited  by  this  bill  than  of 
the  wealthy. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  the  homestead  bill  passed 
by  this  House  should  become  a  law,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  bill  now  underdiscussion.  Those 
who  say  so  seem  to  forget  thlit  those  who  may  be- 
come actual  settlers  under  that  homestead  bill,  are 
bound  to  settle  on  alternate  sections  "and  parts  of 
sections,  thus  leaving  as  many  sections  and  parts 
of  sections  not  liable  to- the  provisions  of  the 
homestead  law  as  there  are  sections  and  parts  of 
sections.  This  difficulty  is  intended  to  be  obvi- 
ated under  the  bill  before  u% 

The  land  is  not  all  of  equal  value.  If  you 
-would  be  consistent,  unless  you  reduce  the  price 
of  certain  lands,  you  ought  to  raise  the  price  of 
others.  I  repeat  what  I  said  on  this  subject  yes- 
tertlay.  It  is  absurd  to  hold  at  a  uniform  hori- 
zontal price  all  our  public  domain,  differing  as  it 
does  in  value  on  account  of  quality,  on  account  of 
the  facility  of  getting  to  market,  and  on  account  of 
a  thousand  other  reasons,  which  regulate  the 
value  of  land  in  all  countries.  Either  reduce  the 
price  of  a  portion  of  the  lands  which  are  now  all 
iixed  at  the  one  price,  or  else  raise  the  price  of  a 
portion  of  them  so  that  the  prices  may  correspond 
in  some  way  with  the  real  value  of  these  lands. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  argues 


and  objects,  that  if  we  pass  this  bill, actual  settlers, 
insteaci  of  rushing  over  into  the  unoccupied  terri- 
tories, and  crowding  out  the  Indians,  will  slop  and 
settle  on  their  route  in  some  of  the  older  Slates.  I 
see  no  objection  in  that. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    1  do. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  1  cannot  imagine  what 
good  objection  there  can  be  to  that.  I  do  not  see 
what  objection  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  should 
have  to  have  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  public 
lands  in  one  of  the  older  States  settled  on  and  cul- 
tivated under  this  law,  as  it  would  have  the  efl'ect 
ofcau8ing-<»- 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Cobb.] 

Mr.  COBB.     I  withdraw  that  amendment. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  withdrawal. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  aihend- 
ment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  entire  ninth  section  of  the  bill. 

The  ninth  section,  Mr.  Chairman,  piovides  that 
persons  shall  nut  enter  more  than  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  under  the  provisions  of 
this  bill.  x\ow,l  am  in  favor  of  this  bill,  because 
it  reduces  and  graduates  the  price  of  the  public 
lands;  because  it  enables  the  General  Guvernment 
to  sell  the  lands  and  receive  a  revenue  for  them, 
which  they  will  not  be  able  to  do  so  long  as  Ihe 
lands  are  reinined  by  the  Government  at  the  price 
of  Jl  25  per  acre.  I  live  in  a  new  State,  as  well 
aa  ulher  gentlemen  who  seem  to  have  a  contempt 
for  the  intelligence  of  everybody  who  happens  to 
differ  with  them  in  opinion.  I  live  in  one  of  the 
new  States;  and  I  know  that  there  are  many  thou- 
sands, and  many  hundreds  of  thousands  acres  of 
land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  which  never  can  be 
sold  at  the  rate  of  $1  25  per  ocre;  and  there  are 
thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
which  can  never  be  disposed  of  for  a  dollar,  or 
even  for  seventy-five  cents  an  acre;  yet  this  very 
land  might  be  sold  for  twenty-five  cents,  or  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  acre — a  mere  nominal  price. 
The  effect  of  offering  these  lands  for  such  a  small 
price  would  be  to  produce  a  revenue  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  to  bring  in  a  revenue  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

I  do  not  say  that  persons  should  be  confined  to 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  each. 
There  are  thousands  of  persons  living  in  the  South 
and  West  who  want  more  than  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  for  various  purposes — for  the  pur- 
pose of  lumbering  and  grazing,  and  various  other 
uses. 

I  do  not  understand  that  we  are  here  to  legislate 
for  classes.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid 
of  the  public  lands,  and  deriving  a  revenue  there- 
from. That  is  the  object  of  this  bill,  and  that  is 
the  reason  why  I  support  it.  But  if  this  ninth 
section  shall  be  adopted,  it  will  defeat,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  very  object  of  this  bill — or  what 
ought  to  be  the  object  of  this  bill — which  is  to  get 
rid  of  the  public  domain,  (which  we  have  not 
heretofore  been  able  to  dispose  of  at  gl  25  per 
acre)  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  effect  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
Jo.vEs,]  if  it  be  adopted  by  the  committee,  will  be 
10  subject  all  the  land,  under  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  to  general  entry  at  a  graduated  price.  When 
they  shall  be  thrown  upon  the  market  at  twelve 
anil  a  half  or  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  they  will 
be  entered,  not  by  the  section,  or  even  by  two 
sections,  but  in  lots  of  thousands  of  acres,  by 
capitalists,  who  will  hold  them  in  their  hands, 
and  will  defeat  the  great  object  of  the  bill,  which 
is  to  reduce  the  price,  according  to  the  time  that 
they  have  been  in  the  market  unsold,  and  to  place 
them  into  the  hands  of  actual  cultivators  at  reduced 
prices. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  are  uncompromisingly 
opposed  to  any  and  every  system  by  which  the 
public  lands  of  this  country  can  be  so  disposed 
of  as  to  concentrate  them  in  the  hands  of  capital- 
ists at  a  small  price.  Sir,  it  is  wrong  in  policy, 
and  wrong  in  principle.  Could  I  have  my  views 
prevail  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  public 
lands,  I  would  repeal  all  laws  which  require  that 
they  shall  be  sold  or  offered  at  public  sale;  and 
when  surveyed  and  ready  to  be  placed  in  market, 
I  would  open  the  land  offices  for  private  entry  by 
settlers  at  the  lowest  price  for  which  the  Govern- 


ment could  afford  to  dispose  of  ihem.  I  would 
never  permit  this  Government  to  sell  one  acre  to 
any  person  except  to  those  who  would  locate 
upon  ihem,  or  who  wanted  them  for  their  individ- 
ual use.  I  would  not  limit  them  lo  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  but  to  six  hundred  and  forty, 
or  perhaps  to  two  sections,  and  then  require  them 
to  live  upon  and  cultivate  a  jiortion  of  it.  It  is 
wrong  for  this  Government,  holding  all  the  public 
lands  of  the  country,  to  put  them  into  market  and 
make  merchandise  of  them,  while  those  who  give 
to  them  all  their  value — the  actuol  settlers — shall 
be  subject  to  be  speculated  upon  by  the  capitalists 
of  the  country.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Jones,]  to  strike  out 
the  ninth  section,  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  ask  for  tellers 
upon  the  motion  to  strike  out  this  section. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN  moved  a  yro  forma  amend- 
ment, and  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  offered 
this  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  replying  lo 
what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, who  bus  just  taken  his  seat. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  feel  it  his 
duty  to  confine  the  gentleman  in  his  remarks 
strictly  to  the  explanation  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  That  is  what  I  propose  to 
do.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  House  has 
already  passed  one  homestead  bill;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  objects  to  striking  out  this 
section  which  prohibits  any  man  from  purchasing 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
because  it  will  be  inviting  those  who  are  not  set- 
tlers to  come  into  the  market,  where  they  will  not 
be  resiricted  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Now,  sir,  I  had  supposed  that  the  main  object  of 
the  Government  in  bringing  those  lands  into  the 
market  was,  that  they  should  be  sold  so  as  most 
to  benefit  the  Government.  But  the  course  you 
are  now  taking  would  indicate  that  the  object  is 
to  benefit  the  new  States  and  those  who  settle 
upon  the  public  lands.  That  is  the  object  of  the 
homestead  bill  which  you  have  passed.  You  have 
provided  that  any  person  shall  be  entitled  to  go 
and  enter  free  of  cost  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  and  you  now  provide  in  this  bill  that  he 
niny  purchase  at  a  reduced  cost  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  more,  but  further  than  that  he  is 
not  permitted  logo.  And  in  this  way  you  propose 
to  dispose  of  your  entire  public  domain. 

Sir,  if  a  man  from  one  of  the  old  Slates,  who 
cannot  go  and  settle  upon  the  public  lands,  chooses 
to  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  at  $1  25  an 
ocre,  any  quantity  of  land  for  which  he  may 
choose  to  pay  the  Government  price,  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  be  permitted  lo  do  it. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  if  there  are 
lands  which  have  been  thirty  years  in  market,  the 
settlers  will  get  them  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
per  acre — almost  for  nothing. 

It  seems  tome  you  are  legislating  exclusively 
for  one  class  of  persons — the  same  cla.ss  which 
your  homestead  bill  is  designed  to  benefit — those 
who  move  into  the  western  country,  and  settle 
upon  the  lands.  By  this  restriction  in  this  hill, 
you  legislate  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  only, 
and  exclude  those  in  the  old  States,  who  cannot 
go  there,  from  all  the  btnefits  arising  from  your 
public  domain.  Sir,  that  kind  of  legislation  is 
unjust.  It  is  not  only  unjust  lo  the  people  of  the 
oldf  Stales,  but  it  deprives  the  Government  of  the 
revenue  which  might  otherwise  apcrue  from  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  will  prevail,  and  that 
the  section  will  he  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  am  opposed  to  this  motion 
to  strikeout, for  Ihereasonthatitsadoption  would 
defeat  the  object  of  the  bill.  As  1  said  when  I  was 
up  before,  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  secure  the 
settlement  of  the  public  lands.  That  object  will 
be  defeated  by  the  removal  of  this  restriction  as 
proposMl,  because  these  lands  would  then  be  taken 
up  by  speculators  and  large  monopolists,  which 
would  prevent  their  settlement  for  j  ears  to  come. 
And  while  I  shall  give  this  bill  my  cordial  support 
in  its  present  form,  should  this  section  be  stricken 
out  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  argument  of  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  will  not  apply  with  any  great  force  to  this 
bill.  If  it  is  desirable,  as  he  seems  to  think,  that 
wealthy  persona  should  be  allowed  to  go  on  the 
public  lands,  and  take  up  large  tracts  to  hold  for  ' 
their  own  benefit — if  they  wish  to  purchase  mo-" 
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than  tbrM  hondred  end  twenty  aerM,  they  can  go 
on  to  the  GoTernment  land*,  upon  which  no  re- 
•iriction  baa  been  placed, and  purchase  any  quan- 
tity ihey  cbooaeat  the  QoTernment  price;  so  that 
1  du  not  aee  that  this  bill  will  work'any  great  hard- 
ship upon  that  class  of  persons.  But,  as  I  said, 
the  object  of  the  bill  is  to  secure  the  cuUiTation 
and  settlement T>r the  lands.  Weknow  very  well  \ 
the  results  of  these  land  monopolies.  We  know 
that  when  these  lands  are  once  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  speculators,  they  will  remain  year  after 
year  without  a  cultivator. 

The  bill,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  will  be 
to  prevent  settlement  for  years,  because  men  with 
small  capital  will  purchase  large  quantities  for 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  ami  hold  them 
for  a  length  of  time.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  rejected,  without  detaining  the  committee  with 
further  rerharks  which  night  be  properly  made. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  question  dien  fecurred  on  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  ninth  section. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  call  fortellcrs  on 
the  amendment. 

T.'llera  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  more  that  the  committee  do  now 
rise,  and  rep<1rt  the  bill. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  submit  the  following,  as 
a  substitute  for  the  bill: 

A  BILL'  to  graduate  ibe  price  of  the  paUlc  landa,  and  Ibr 
other  purposes. 
Be  if  enaettd  fty  Ikt  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Reprttentalhe* 
pftke  United  States  o/^merUain  Ccngrets  as^emhted,TU:il 
we  tuinimum  price  of  Ifle  public  lands  of  Itin  T'liitcd  SiaKrs, 
within  tbn  Hnits  of  the  Blates,  shall  remain  unchanged 
noiil  Ibe  cnmnienceinent  of  ihe  fiscal  year  brjiinningr  July 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  filty-five,  but  after  that  p«*nod 
the  price  shall  be  reduced  accordiiix  lo  the  lollnwin;  scale : 
All  lauds  which  shall  have  been  o&red  at  public  vale,  and 
renllHhinf  unsold  ten  years,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  price  of 
one  dollar  per  acre ;  all  lands  which  shall  have  been  offered 
at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  years,  shall  be 
retluced  to  seventy  five  cents  an  acre ;  and  all  lands  which 
shall  have  been  offered  at  public  )-ale,and  remaining  unsold 
twenty  years,  shall  be  sold  at  flfly  cents  an  acre;  and  all 
lands  which  shall  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and 
remaining  unsold  twenty-five  years,  shall  tbe-reafter  be  re- 
duced to  a  price  of  twenty  five  cents  an  acr^;  and  all  landd 
which  shall  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaiiittig 
nnsnid  thirty  years,  shall  thereafier  be  reduced  to  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  an  acre :  ProvUedj  That  no  lands  fhall 
lie  sold  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  an  acre  until  they  shall 
have  been  previously  subject  to  entry  through  a  period  of 
two  years,  at  the  price  of  fifty  cents  an  acre. 

Sic.  9.  ^nd  is  itJkirtAtT  enacted.  That  wbenevera  Slate 
shall  desire  to  acquire  a  preemption  right  to  all  the  lands, 
or  tn  all  Uie  lands  t>f  any  certain  class  and  price,  as  fixed 
by  this  act,  within  its  borders,  and  signify  the  same  lo  ttie 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  byan  act  of  ifs  government, 
duly  passed  and  authenltcated,  ft  shall  Iw  granted  on  the 
following  terms,  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed : 
That  said  Stale  may  fix  the  price  of  said  lands  above  that 
prescribed  in  the  first  secrion  of  this  act,  reserving  the  ex- 
cess to  Itself:  Provided,  That  the  tiile  shall  not  pass  lo  the 
porohaser  until  he  has  paid  the  price  fixed,  in  the  said  first 
section,  to  the  United  States;  which,  upon  said  payment, 
and  tlie  presentatlonof  acenificale  of  tide  frntn  the  State, 
duly  authenticated,  shall,  through  its  prnpHrnfiicerf>,issuea 
Mtent  fbr  said  land  to  the  purchaser  :  Provided,  Aovcrer, 
That  the  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  legnl  sn^>riivts 
ions  in  the  sale  and  survey  as  are  now  provided  by  law; 
nor  shall  the  sites  of  fortiflcniions,  navy  and  dock  yards, 
hrsenals,mRgazines,  and  other  public  buildings,  be  consid- 
ered as  included  within  the  provisions  of  this  act:  ,and 
yirovid»d  farther,  Thst  any  Stale  wtiiich  shall  accept  tlie 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  take  them  in  full  of  the  five  per 
centum  f^nd^ereafler  lo  become  due,  or  any  part  tliercof 
>  wliicb  may  not  have  l>een  paiil,  and  al.40  ofihe  section<(  re 
served  fbr  schools ;  nor  shall  ihe  gradusting  process  finm 
nae  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  to  one  dollar,  to  seventy 
five  cents,  to  fifty  cents,  lotwenty-fivs  ccnt4,aiid  tn  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  an  acre  take  place  until  Ibe  lands  In  each 
class  shall  have  been  exposed  in  sale  fbr  a  period  of  at  least 
two  years  at  the  price  herein  prescribed  fbr  its  class,  after 
which  the  price  of  the  said  lands  shall  be  reduced  to  that 
of  the  grade  next  below  it  in  value  as  herein  declared. 

8«c.  3.  Jtnd  be  il  furtKer  enacted.  That  litis  «cl  shall 
la  no  way  apply  to  town  or  villoge  properly,  eiiJier  in  loo 
or  out  lots,  nor  be  so  construed  as  tn  interfere  with  any 

Breemption  cl^m,  under  any  existing  laws  of  the  United 
talcs,  nor  to  any  of  the  mineral  lands  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  lands  covered  by  snch  pret5mptinns,  or  eml>ractiig  such 
minemls,  being  hereby  eipreialy  excluded  from  Ihe  opera- 
lions  of  this  act;  and  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby 
given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  tn  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  for  fully  carrying  into  effect  the  sev- 
eral provisions  of  this  act.  The  said  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior is  also  anUiorfzed  lo  fix  a  uniform  price  according  10 
soine  one  of  the  elassificaiions  of  this  bill  upon  all  the  lands 
of  a  township  where  different  parts  of  tlie  same  have  tieen 
exposed  to  sale  for  different  periods  of  time :  Provided, 
Aou^Tsr,  That  this  provision  shall  not  extend  to  town  or 
'  Tillage  property,  or  to  oecUoiu  Sad  spacial  reserrailoas 
*Mi^  by  itas  De«iaitBieau 


Mr.  LETCHER.  The  coramitMa  is  impa- 
tient, and  1  do  not  propose  to  detain  it  with  any 
reryarks  upon  this  subject.  The  substitute  is 
plain  and  intelligible,  and  gendemen  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  understanding  it  just  as  well  without 
a  word  of  remark  from  me  as  with  it. 

Mr.  JONES.of  Tennessee.  That  amendment, 
if  I  understand  it,  proposes  to  graduate  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  and  leave  them  subject  to  gen- 
eral entry  by  anybody  and  everybody,  so  that  if 
one  man  had  money  enough  he  could  enter  the 
whole  of  them  at  ihts  graduated  price,  t  believe 
that  is  wrong  in  policy  and  principM)  and  1  hope 
the  committee  will  not  adopt  it. 

Mr.  OROW.  I  offer  the  following  as  a  pro- 
viao  to  the  first  section  of  the  subslituu: 

Provided,  That  no  lands  hereafler  surveyed  by  Ihe  an- 
thoriiy  ofiiie  Government,  except- mineral  lands  and  such 
reservations  as  have  been  or  may  be  at  any  Uine  made  by 
Govexnmcnt  for  iis  own  use,  sbsll  be  exposed  by  proela- 
ination  or  in  any  other  way  to  public  sale,  but  shall  be  sub- 
ject lo  private  entry  only  by  actual  settler*  who  make  tueb 
entry  for  the  purpose  of  tetdemenl  and  culUvation. 

I  offer  this  smendment  for  the  reiuon  that  as 
the  substitute  now  stands  it  would,  as  is  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee,  leave  your 
landa  subject  to  entry  in  unlimited  quantities  at 
your  graduated  prices.  Your  graduation  then 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  capitaliata  of  the 
country  desiring  to  make  thia  kind  of  investment, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  setUera.  It  would 
leave  these  lands  open  to  be  absorbed  by  tutpital- 
isis;  after  the  settlements  surrounding  yourvacant 
lands  have  made  them  valuable,  they  come  in  just 
in  advance  of  the  settlers,  take  them  out  of  the 
market,  and  hold  them  at  an  enhanced  price,  thus 
doing  an  injury  to  the  labor  of  the  country. 

Is  that  the  proper  policy  fur  thia  Government? 
Is  it  just  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  when 
il  haa  the  control  and  dispuaal  of  these  lands,  to 
leave  them  to  be  diaposed  of  in  such  a  way  as  to  in- 
jure the  settlers  without  benefiting  ahy  interest  in 
the  country?  Is  it  right  for  this  Government, 
when  it  haa  discretion  to  place  such  reeirictlons  on 
the  disposal  of  the  lands,  as  will  best  promote  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  to  leave  them  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  capitalists  seeking  that  kind  of 
investment?  No,  sir;  the  first  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  to  lake  care  of  men  who  cultivate  the 
land  and  make  it  valuable,  and  not  allow  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  to  be  taken  by  the  capitalists 
of  the  country,  thereby  depriving  them  of  the 
means  of  educating  their  families,  and  rearing  them 
as  respectable  members  of  society,  thus  inflicting 
an  injury  on  the  country  not  lo  be  computed  in 
dollars  and  cents.  The  Government  derives  the 
same  revenue  whether  the  lands  are  taken  by 
speculators  or  by  settlers.  The  price  is  the  same 
to  all.  The  whole  loss  then  is  the  am'ount  of  in- 
terest from  the  lime  when  the  landa  would  be  pur- 
chased by  speculators  uoiil  the  time  of  settlement 
by  settlers.  And  for  the  sake  of  this  small  amount, 
is  he  Governms nl  lo  do  an  injury  to  an  estimable 
class  of  citizens  by  a  system  of  legislation  benefit- 
ing the  class  of  the  community  that  is  leaat  deserv- 
ing of  benefit,  if  any  islo  bebestowdkby  the  Gov- 
ernment? , 

This  system  of  benefits  is  all  arrong  upon  the 
part  of  the  Government.  Let  not  the  Government 
extend  its  hand  lo  any  class — to  the  strong  against 
the  weak — but  let  it  throw  around  these  public 
lands  those  securities  aiid  restrictions  that  will  se- 
cure to  the  laborer  the  earnings  that  may  be  used 
for  the  support  of  his  family,  and  the  education  of 
bis  children. 

Mr._DlSNEY.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  desire  to 
see  this  bill  brought  to  a  vote.  Circumstances 
compel  me  to  leave  the  Hall,  and  I  should  regret 
if  the  bill  were  to  be  put  upon  its  passage  during 
my  absence.  I  have  repeatedly  expressed  my 
opposition  in  every  possible  form  to  all  the  prop- 
ositions which  have  been  presented  here  to  de- 
spoil the  General  Government  of  the  public  domain. 
1  repeal  now,  before  I  leave  the  Chamber,  that 
nothing,  in  my  judgment,  can  be  more  absurd 
than  to  entertain  any  of  these  propositions,  while 
you  are  pursuing  the  policy  of  throwing,  annu- 
ally, upon  the  market  three  or  four  limes  as  much 
land  aa  settlers  can  take  np  and  occupy. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  regret,  too,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  is  obliged  to^eave 
the  Hall,  before  the  vote  is  taken  upon  this  bill; 
though  bis  regret  and  mine  ought  to  be  somewhat 
lessened  from  tb«  fact,  that  tha  £(ouMhaTC  heard 


I  his  views  tipon  this  qotstioD.  This  bill  aa  on- 
!  ginally  introduced  was  a  very  simple  and  plaia 
prnptisition.  It  was  a  bill  simply  to  griaduateand  re- 
duce the  price  of  the  public  lands.  Il  is  a  measure 
that  has  long  been  demanded  by  the  country.  I 
regret,  therefore,  that  other  propositions  have 
been  broufrhl  in  diiftring  widely  from  that  em- 
braced in  the  original  bill.  I  think  there  may  be 
something  worthy  of  consideration  in  the  propo- 
sition emanating  from  the  gentleman  from  Rnn- 
eylvanis,  [Mr.  Gaow,]  aa  well  as  in  the  proposi- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lktch- 
aa;]  but  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  the  tiro*  and 
occasion  to  entertain  them.  Let  ua  pasa  this  bill  . 
through  the  House,  and  then  if  the  genttaiea 
from  PeniMylvania  and  Virginia  have  any  rain- 
able  suggestions  which  they  desire  to  make,  tber 
can  preseni  them  afterwania  in  the  form  of  a  biu. 
The  proposition  embraced  in  the  priginal  bill  is 
perfectly  simple  and  plain,  and  I  hope  that  the 
committee  without  further  amCBdmcnt  will  eooM 
to  a  vole  immediately  upon  it. 

The  qoeation  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Oaow'i 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WALBRIOGE.  I  move  that  the  earn- 
roittee  rise  and  report  ibe  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  wmihl  b«I 
ba  in  order,  until  lh#  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Lbtcbcb]  i»  dis- 
posed of. 

The  queation  waa  then  taken  upon  Mr.LcTca- 
sa'i  amendment;  and  il  was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  qoeation  now  iaopea 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  to  the 
bill — being  five  sections  to  grant  bomeaisaAi  lo 
actual  settlers  and  cultivators. 

Mr.  COBB.    Strike  il  all  out. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  committee  haa  reported  this  ss  a 
substitute.  Thia  is  simply  an  amendmeDt.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Coaa]  gave  notice 
that  he  would  offer  an  anwndment. 

TheCIIAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is infimned by 
the  Clerk  that  it  is  an  amendment  prapoaed  by  tiis 
committee. 

Mr.  JON  ES.  It  is  an  amendment  which  Acy 
proposed  lo  the  first  part  of  the  Isill — the  bocM- 
stead  part  of  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  the  gentleman  will  move  to 
strike  il  all  nut,  that  will  settle  the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  committee  does  not  inaiat 
upon  the  amendment,  and  the  hoinealcad  biH  has 
already  passed.  '- 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Is  it  in  order  to  movs 
thai  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order  while  aa 
amendment  is  pending.  The  question  now  iaupaa 
the  amendment  proposed  to  the  homeatead  bS 
reported  by  the  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amaadmeal, 
and  it  waa  not  aereed  to. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  now  moT*  that  the 
committee  rise  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  Is  thcr^  not  a  prenoas 
motion  pending  that  the  committee  rise  and  report 
the  bill,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  netpaas? 

Mr.  COBB.    That  is  not  pending  now. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  understood  that  aaeha 
motion  was  made. 

TheCHAlRMAN.  There  is  only  one  notiea 
pending,  and  that  ia  the  one  offered  by  the  gcfule- 
man  from  New  York. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  auggcat  to  the  ecotle- 
man,  that  hi  should  modify  his  motion,  ana  asoivc 
that  the  committee  lay  aside  the  bill  to  be  reported 
to  the  House,  that  we  may  lake  up  other  nialicrs. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motioa  was 
agreed  10. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  havng 
reaumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr.  Fin.Lca| 
reported  thai  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  k^ 
the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under  eonsidcia- 
tion,  and  particularly  the  hill  of  the  House  (No.  1,) 

§  ranting  portions  of  the  public  landa  to  actual  ste- 
ers thereon,  and  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  priea 
of  the  public  lands,  and  had  instmcltd  him  lo 
report  back  the  same,  with  certain  nmrndmrata. 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

TheSPEAKER.  If  ilia  the  wish  of  the  Haase, 
the  Clerk  will  read  the  aeveral  amendmeals,  aad 
then  a  vole  will  be  taken  upon  all  those  togctbcr 
upon  which  a  separale  vote  is  not  asked;  and  a 
separate  vote  will  then  be  taken  upon  anefa  aa 
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may  be  indicated  by  any  gentleman  while  the 
Clerk  is  reading  the  antendinents. 
fCrie«  of  "  Agreed  !"  "  agreed  !"] 
The  Clerk  then  read  the  amendments. 
Mr.  TAYLOll.     1  now  ask  that  the  bill,  with 
the  amendments,  may   be  read   through,  so  that 
we  may  all  understand  precisely  upon    what  we 
are  lo  vole. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  until  the  amendments  are 
adopted,  and  then  allow  the  bill,  as  amended,  to 
be  read. 

No  separate  vole  having  been  desired  upon  any 
amendment,  ihe  amendments  were  adopted  in 
gross. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ouestion  now  is  upon 
ordering  the  bill, as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays.  • 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  order  them  upon  its  engrossment,  and 
then  we  may  have  them  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  and  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  bill  as  amended  is  as  follows: 
A  BILL  10  graduate  and  reduce  Ihc  price  of  the  public 
*  l.ind--*. 

,  Be  it  enacteit  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentatirei 
of  the  Unitett  Statet  of  ^"imerica  in  Connress  assembled, 
'J'hHl  Mil  of  llie  public  lands  ot'  the  United  folate!)  which 
shall  Uave  been  in  market  tor  ten  years  and  upwardi), 
prior  Kt  !lle  time  of  application  lo  enter  tlie  satne  under  the 
jirovisinna  of  IhiK  act,  and  atill  remaining  unsold,  iiliall  be 
subject  10  sale  at  llie  price  of  one  dollar  per  acre  ;  and  all 
the  land^  of  Ihe  United  Siaies  llial  shall  have  been  in 
market  lor  firteen  years  or  upward.i,  as  albresaid,  and  slill 
rcniainiiig  unsold,  shall  be  sulijecl  lo  sale  at  (tf^venty-fivo 
rents  per  acre  ;  add  all  of  the  land:*  of  the  (.T„ji^(j  states 
tliat  shall  have  been  in  market  fortwcnty  years  or  upwards, 
as  aforesaid,  and  still  remaining  unsold/shall  be  sulijecl  to 
sslo  at  fifty  cents  per  acre  ;  and  all  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
Slates  that  slialj  have  been  in  market  for  twenty  Hve  years' 
and  upwards,  as  aforesaid,  and  still  reuinining  unsold, shall 
be  subject  to  sale  al  Iwcnty-tive  cents  per  acre ;  and  all 
lands  of  ihe  United  States  thai  shall  have  been  in  market 
for  thirty  years  or  niore,  shall  be  suhjeet  to  sale  at  twelve 
_  and  a  half  cents  per  aero  :  Provided,  This  section  shall  not 
'  bo  so  construed  a*  to  intend  to  lands  reserved  to  the  IJniied 
States,  In  acts  granting  land  to  States  for  railroad  or  other 
internal  jinprovements,or  lo  mineral  lands  held  at  over  one 
dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  2.  Jlndbe  it  furtker  enaHed,  That  upon  every  re- 
duction in  price  uiidtrr  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  occu- 
pant and  seuler  upon  the  lands  shall  have  the  rii;ht  of  pre- 
emption at  such  graduated  [trice,  upon  the  same  terms, 
conditions,  restrictions,  and  liinilalions,  upon  which  Uia 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  nowsubjiTct  to  the  right 
tif  preemption,  until  wiihin  tllirT>- days  preceding  the  next 
grniluaiioii  or  reduction  that  shall  lake  place;  and  if  not  so 
purchased,  shall  again  be  subject  lo  rittlit  of  preemption  for 
eleven  months  as  before,  and  so  on  from  time  to  lime,  as 
reductions  take  place:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  any  rigtit  wtlich 
has  iir  may  accrue  by  virliio  of  any  act  granting  preemption 
to  actual  settlers  upon  public  lands. 

Skc.  3.  .^Titt  be  il  further  enacted.  That  any  person  ap- 
plying to  enter  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  shall  be  reijuired 
lo  make  atb  davit  before  the  register  or  rnceiverof  the  proper 
land  office,  that  he  or  she  enters  the  same  for  his  or  her  own 
use,  and  for  the  purposeof  actual  st'ttlernent  and  cultivation, 
or  for  the  use  of  an  adjoining  fiirni  or  plantation,  owned  or 
occupied  by  him  or  herselt,  and  together  with  said  entry, 
he  or  she  has  no|acf|Uired  froni  the  (jnjted  States,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  more  than  ttiree  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  according  to  ihe  established  surveys  ;  and  it  any  per- 
son or  |iers<ms  taking  sHch  oath  or  athdavit  shall  swear 
falsely  in  the  premises,  he  or  she  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  perjury. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  66,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Ashe,  Ball,  Belcher,  Bennett, 
Benson ,  Bridges,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  (;iiastatn,Chrismsn, 
Cltnginan,  Corwin,  Ooi,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dickinson,  Drum,  Edinands,  Everhart,  Fuller,  Goode, 
Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Haven,  Howe,  J.  Clancy  Jones 
Keitt,  Kidivell,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lindslev,  Lyon,  Macdon- 
•Id,  Meachani,  Middleswarth,  Morgan,  Morrison,  Murray, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Peckham,  Pratt,  Puryear.  Ready,  David 
Kitcbie,  Rogers,  Kowc,  Kuffin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seward,  Sey- 
mour, Shannon,  Simmons,  8;iinuel  A.  Smith,  George  W. 
Smylli,  Snodgrass,  Str.itton,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G. 
Taylor,  Trac),  Uphani,  Walbridge,  and  VVnIley— 66. 

NAYS—Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Applelon, 
Banks,  Barksdale,  Benton,  Bissell,llliss,CaruIhers, Church- 
Well,  (Jobb,  John  G.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Dunbar,  Dun- 
ham, Eastman.  Edgerton,  Ellison,  Endish.  Rtheridse,  Ew- 
Ing,  Kenton,  Florence,  Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Andrew  J. 
Barlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Harrison.  Hastings,  Heiin, 
Hibbard,  lliesier,  Ingersoll,  George  VV.  Jones,  Roland 
Jones,  Knoi,  Latham,  Lilly,  Lindley,  McDongall,  McMul- 
lin,  Macy,  Maxwell,  Miy,  John  G.  Miller.  Smith  Miller, 
Nichols,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Ttioiiias  Ritchey,  Shower,  Skelion.  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
Thursion,  Vail,  Vansant,  Wade,  Ellihu  11.  VVashburne 
Wells,  John  Weotworth,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  Wrifhl,  and 
Yaws— 69.  •    ' 


So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  COBB.  Upon  that  1  demand  the  previ- 
ous question. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  1  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  agreed 
to — ayes  77,  noes  not  counted. 

The  House  therefore,  at  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clock,  adjaurned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m'. 


HOUSE  01?  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FMDki,  April  }4,  1854. 

The  House  met  nt  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbubn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  cotn- 
tnunicalionfrom  the  Presidentof  the  United  States, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolatinn  of  the  House 
of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  him  "  lo  transmit  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  United  Slates  Legation  al  Con- 
stantinople, and  the  United  States  Consulate  at 
Smyrna,  with  Captain  Ingraham,  and  with  the 
Government  of  Austria,  and  with  this  Govern- 
ment— together  with  the  instructions  from  ihis 
Government  lo  their  agents  abroad  louchin»  the 
seizure  and  rescue  of  Martin  Kosrta,  and  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  he  was  liberated 
and  sent  to  this  country,"  transmitting  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  copies 
of  the  said  correspondence  and  papers;  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  the 
hands  of  Asbijrt  Dickivs,  its  Secretary,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill 
establishing  an  ndditional  land  office  in  the  lower 
peninsula  of  Michigan. 

GRADUATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  business  first  in 
order  to  be  upon  ordering  lo  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  1)  to  grad- 
uate and  reduce  the  price  of^he  public  lands,  re- 
ported on  yesterday  from  the  Committee  of  Oie 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COBB.  Was  the  previous  question  called 
upon  its  passage .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  main  question  has  been 
ordered  to  be  put,  and  the  question  is  upon  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  do  not  believe  that  a 
quorum  of  the  House  is  present,  and  therefore  ask 
for  a  division  on  the  question. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Is  it  in  order  to' move  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,forthe  reason  that 
the  previous  question  has  been  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  COBB.  Is  not  the  previous  question  ex- 
hausted? 

-The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  from  the  fact  that 
the  Chair  has  not  announced  the  vote,  a  diviaion 
of  the  House  having  been  called. 

Mr.  COBB.  Has  not  the  call  for  a  division  of 
the  House  been  withilrawn  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  insist  on  a  division  of 
the  House,  that  we  may  see  whether  a  quorum  be 
present. 

The  question  was  put;  and,  on  a  division,  there 
were — aves  42 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  doubt  whether  a  quorum  is 
present;  and,  as  we  cannot  have  a  call  of  the 
House,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 
intending  to  vote  against  it  myself.  And  on  that 
motion  Icall  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  withdraw  the  motion  for  an 
adjournment. 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  twenty-one  votes  for 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  is  not  a  suffi- 
cient number. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Count  the  other 
side. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  ascertain 
whether  a  quorum  be  present. 

The  Speaker  counted  those  present,  and  found 
one  huniired  and  fifteen — no  quorum. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  1  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  "PHELPS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  120. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  over  to  Monday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime;  and  being  put, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  68; 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Banks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Benton,  Bis. 
sell,  Bugc,  Carulhers,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Corwin, 
(.'uttiiig,  Johnti.  Davis,  Dunbar,  nunhani,  Eastman,  Eddy, 
Edgerton,  Ellison,  English.  EUieridge.  Greenwood,  Ham- 
ilton, Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hustings, 
Henu,  Hibbard,  George  VV.  Jones,  Roland  J'Mies,  Kil- 
tredge,  Knox,  Lnlham,  Lindley,  Lindsley,  McDougnll, 
Mace,  M.icy,  Maxwell,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 
Nichols,  Olds,  .Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Richardson, Thomas  Rit<;liey,  Singleton,  Skelton, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  IVilliain  R.  Smith,  Frederick  P.  Stan- 
ton, Richard  H.  Stanton,  Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuart, 
John  J.  Tavlor,  Nathaniel  C.  Tavlor,  Tweed,  Uphani,  Vail, 
Vansant,  Wade.  Walbridge,  Eliihii  B.  Washburne,  John 
Weniworih,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Vales,  and  Zol- 
licnlTir— T-J. 

N.AYS— .Messrs.  Aiken,  Ashe,  Ball,  Belcher,  Bennett, 
Benson,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  ChasL-iin, 
tj^hrisman,  t^lingman,  (-ox,  Curtis,  Thomas  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Di-iit,  Dickinson,  Disney,  Edmands,  Edmundsoit, 
Faulkner,  Fenloii,  Fuller,  Goode,  Grey,  Grow,  Aaron  Har- 
lan, Haven,  Howe,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Dsiiiet  T.  Jones,  J. 
Glaney  Jones.  Ku'ti,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Maurice,  May, 
Meacliam,  .Middleswarth,  Morrison,  Murray,  .Andrew  Oli- 
ver, IVckhain,  Powell,  Prati,  Puryear,  Dnvid  Ritchie, 
Rogers,  Rufnn,  Sa"e.  Sapp,  Seward,  Shew,  Shower,  Sim- 
mons, Gerrtt  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgrass,  Stral- 
ton,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy,  VValley,  Israef  Washburn, 
Wells,  and  Wine— fi8. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  rend' 
a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  <vaa  subse- 
quently read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider .upon  the  table. 

The  (Question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
it  was  sgreed  to. 

The  qiie.ll  ion  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  demand  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second. 

Mr.  COX.  1  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  On  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  69,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Ashe,  Ball,  Belclier,  Bennett, 
Benson,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Carpenter,  Caskie,  Choiiriler, 
Chaslain,  Clirisman,  Clingman,  Colquitt,  (;ook.  Cox,  Cur- 
tis, Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deni,  Dickinson,  Dis- 
ney, Edmands,  Edmundson,  Faulkner,  Fenton,  Fuller, 
Goode,  (Jrow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Haven,  Howe,  Hunt,  Daniel 
T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kidwell,  Kurtr.,  Letcher,  Lilly, 
Maurice,  Meachani, Middleswarth, Morrison. Murray,  An- 
drew C>liver,  Peckham,  Powell,  Pratt,  Puryear,  David 
Ritchie,  Rogers,  Ruflin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sewarri,  Shannon, 
Shaw,  Simmons,  Gerrit  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snod- 
grass, Strallon,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy,  VValley,  Israel 
Washburn,  and  Wine— 69. 

NAYS— Messrs,  Willis  Allen,  Barksdale,  Barrv,  Benton, 
Bissell,  Bugg,  Caruthers,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cor- 
win, Cutting,  John  G.  Davis,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Eastman, 
Eddy,  Edgerton,  Ellioii,  Ellison,  English,  Etheridge, Green- 
wood, Grey,  Hamilton,  Andrew  J.  Harlan.  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Harrison,  Hai<tiiigs,  Heim,  Hibhnrd,  Hughes,  George  I 
W.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Killredgp,  Knox,  Latham,  Lind- 
ley, Lindslev,  McDoiigall,  Mace,  Macy,  Maxwell,  John 
G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Nichols,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Peck,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Richardson,  Thoina* 
Ritchry,  Rowe,  Singleton.  Skelton.  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith,  Frederick  P.  Stanton.  Richard  H.  Stan- 
ton, llestor  L-  Stevens,  Andrew  Siuart,  David  Stuart,  John 
J.Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.Taylor,  Tweed,  Uphani.  Vail,  Van- 
sant, Wade,  Walbridge,  Warren,  Ellihu  B.  VVashburne, 
«».'ells,  Tappan  VVentworlh,  Wlieelcr,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
Yates,  and  Zolliculler— 80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  main  queslion  was  then  ordered  to  be  put; 
being  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? " 
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Mr.  LETCHER.  I  demand  the  ycu  and  aays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.' 
^     The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  a^rmative — yeas  83,  nays  64;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mmra.  Jamet  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Bsnki, 
Barksdale,  Barry,  Beaton,  Biucll,  Bun,  Caruiherx, 
Churctawell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  Carwin,  (JutiincJobn  O. 
Davio,  Dunbam,  EaMroan,  Eddy,  Edferton,  Ellioti,  Ellison, 
Eogltob,  Elh6rl4(e,  Farley,  Greenwood,  Haniilion,  Andrew 
J.  Harlan,  Sampeoa  VV.  Harris,  llairisnn,  Hastings,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  Hogbes,  George  W.  Jones,  Roland  Jones.  Kit- 
Iredge,  Knoz,  Latham,  Lindley,  Lindaley,  McDongali,  Me- 
Mullin,  Mace,  Macy,  Maxwell, Jobn  G.  Miller,  Smith  Mil- 
Irr,  Nichols,  Olds, Mordeeai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pbelps, 
Phillips,  Richardson,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Rowe,  Simletiih, 
Skeltnn,  Samael  A.  Smith,  Wlinsm  R.  Smilli,  Frederick 
P.  Stanton,  Richard  fl.  Stanton,  Hesior  L.  Stevens,  An- 
drew Smart,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  NsihanitI  G. 
Taylor,  Tweed,  Upham,  Vail,  Vansent,  Wade,  Wnlbridge, 
Warren,  Ellihu  B.  Wnshbucne,  Wells,  Jnhn  Wenlwnnb, 
Wheeler,  Uaniel  B.  Wriglit,  Yates,  and  Znlllcofler— 8J. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Ashe,  Ball,  Belcher,  Bennell, 
Benson,  Boyce,  Bridgtis,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Chasiain, 
Chrisman,  ClinKntan,  Cox,  Daw»nn,  Denn,  Dent,  Dickin- 
son, Disney,  EdiuandK,  EdamndMin,  Faulkner,  Fentfin, 
Fuller,  Gnode,Orey,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Haven,  Howe, 
Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kidwell,  Kurtz, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  Meaeham,  Mtddleswarth,  Morrison,  Mur- 
ray^  Peckham,  Powell,  Pratt,  Puryear,  Dnvid  Ritchie^ 
Rogers,  Ruffln,  Sage,  Happ,  Seward,  Shannon,  Shaw, 
Simmntu,  Oerrit  Sm'lh,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgrass, 
Slcntton,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thtirston,  Tracy,  Walley,  Israel 
Washburn,  and  Witte—M. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll  on  theabore  vote, 

Mr.  INQERSOLL,  who  was  not  within  the 
bar  when  his  name  was  called,  asked  unanimous 
consent  to  have  his  name  recorded  in  the  negative. 

Objection  was  made. 
.    Mr.  COBB.    1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  pat  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Cleric  reportad  the  title  of  the  bill,  oa  fol- 
lows: 

A  bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  man- 
ufactures, «nd  all  other  branches  Of  industry,  by 
granting  to  every  man  who  is  the  head  of  a  family , 
and  a  citizen  of  the  United  43tates,  a  homestead  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  arres  of  land  out  of  the 
public  domain,  upon  condition  of  occupancy  and 
cultivation  of  the  same  for  the  period  herein  spe- 
cified, and  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  amend  the  title,  so  as 
to  make  it  read  simply  "  A  bill  to  graduate  and 
reduce  the  price  of  the  publi*  lands  to  actual  culti- 
vators and  settlers." 

The  amendment  was  adopted;  and  then  the  title, 
OS  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  title  was  agreed  to,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Dnion. 
If  that  motion  prevails,  1  shall  endeavor  to  have 
thecivil  and  diplomalioappropriation  bill  laid  aside 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  the 
deficiency  bill,  and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  This  is  private  bill  day, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  private  bill  day, 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  takes  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decide^  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  ihfti  token  upon  Mr.  Edo  er- 
gon's motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

PRIVATE  CAI.ENDAR. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Privat* 
Calendar,  (Mr.  Tatlor,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  bill  No.  51,  "  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
hsira  of  Elijah  Beebe." 

This  bill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


ury to  pay  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Elijah  Beebe, 
the  sum  of  (3,000,  being  the  amount  ot  principal 
adjudged  to  be  due  and  owing  to  the  widow  and 
heirs  of  said  Beebe  from  the  confederated  tribes 
of  the  Sac  and  Pox  Indians. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  was  a  motion,  I  be- 
lieve, when  the  Houa»>was  last  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar,  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  see  the 
gentleman  in  the  House  who  reported  this  bid. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  i«  no  motion  pend- 
ing to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  as 
the  Chair  is  informed  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  I  had  submitted  that  motion.  If  I  did  not,  1 
submit  the  motion  now  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  believe  the  bill  has  been 
discussed  section  by  section,  and  I  submit  whether 
it  is  in  order  now  to  make  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  second  section. 

Mr.  WASHBUANE,  of  Illinois.  I  believe, 
when  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  last  con- 
sidering this  bill,  that  tha  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
A  resolution  was  passed,  after  we  went,  into  the 
House,  Hniiling  debate  upon  this  bill  to  five  min- 
utes, sfier  the  considerauon  of  the  bill  should  be 
again  resumed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  informed 
by  the  Clerk,  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond section  is  still  pending,  and  that  motion  is 
first  to  be  considercf. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  in- 
quire whether  I  am  not  right.  In  point  of  fact,  that 
a  resolution  has  been  passed  limiting  debate  upon 
thiabill? 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  find,  upon  reference  to 
the  Congressional  Globe  of  the  date  of  the  10th 
of  March,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina \Mr.  Orr]  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  agreM  to,  to  the  effect  "  that  all  debate 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  bill  of  the 
House  (No.  51)  for  the  relief  of  th«  widow  and 
heirs  of  Elijah  Beebe,  shall  cease  in  fi^«  minutes 
after  the  consideratiAi  of  it  shall  again  be  resumed 
by  the  committee,  unless  the  committee  shall 
soonercome  to  a  conclusion  thereon,"  &c.  This 
settles  the  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  suppose,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  bill  ia  open  to  amendment  after 
debate  is  closed  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is;  but  the  Chair  is 
advised  that  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  is  now  pending,  and  the  question 
must  first  be  taken  upon  that. 

Mr..LETCHER.  I  ask  that  the  second  sec- 
tion may  be  read,  that  the  House  may  know  what 
they  are  voting  upon. 

The  second  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

"JInd  t<  U  fmrtktr  tnaetU,  That  tbe  Beeratsry  of  the 
Interior  be  auiborixed  to  dedact  ikossid  sum  of  MgOlS 
from  tbe  lint  annuities  to  become  due  from  tbe  said  con- 
federate tribes  of  Sac*  and  Fox  Indians." 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Whatever  maybe  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  in  regard  to  this  bill,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  second  section,  if  the  bill  shall  be- 
come a  law,  is  calculated  to  operate  with  great 
injustice  towards  these  Indians. 

Tbe  House  will  recollect  the  facts  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  This  claim  originated  some 
twenty-odd  years  ago,  and  there  is  no  evidence, 
either  in  this  report  or  otherwise,  to  show  that  it 
waa  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Indians  at  all 
until  after  an  interval  of  some  five  or  six  years. 
The  intercourse  act,  as  I  understand  it,  requires 
that  the  Indians  shall  have  notice  Of  such  facts 
within  one  year,  in  order  to  hold  them  liable  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  re- 
imburse the  Government  for  any  wrones  com- 
mitted by  them  upon  individual  citizens.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  a  monstrous  wrong  to  those 
people,  when  the  Government  of  ihe  United  States, 
on  its  part,  has  not  complied  with  the  law  in  bring- 
ing the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Indians,  in 
oraer  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  explain  it. 
It  would  be  a  great  wrong  to  hold  them  responsible 
no  w,  as  they  would  be  if  this  second  section  is  not 
stricken  out.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the 
action  of  Congress  in  regard  to  the  allowance  of 


this  claim,  it  otight  not  to  affect  the  Indiami  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  In  regard  to  the  amend- 
menV  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Letcheb,]  perhaps  I  have  no  objection,  for 
It  does  not  aflfect  the  party  interested. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  remind 
tbe  gentleman  that  debate  is  in  order  only  ia 
opposition" to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBUANE.  I  intend  to  speak  to  tha 
amendment.  I  waa  going  on  to  say  that  it  makca 
no  difference  to  the  party  intereated,  wbetJicr 
this  amendment  be  adopted  of  not.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  placed  this  section  in  the 
bill  for  the  purpose,  as  l  understand  it,  of  giving 
a  discretion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Intcrun'  to 
deduct  this  amount  from  the  annuity  due  to  the 
tribe  of  Fox  and  Saca  Indians,  if  he  abould  con- 
sider it  just  to  (^  so.  1  think  that  is  the  true  con- 
struction of  it.  He  is  merely  authorized  to  dedact 
it;  but  it  is  not  imperative  upon  him  to  do  so. 

One  word  more  in-  regard  to  another  matter 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  suggested,  ia 
relation  to  the  claim  as  it  was  originally  filed.  I 
understand  that  one  of  the  principal  objections 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  to  the 
allowanceof  this  claim,  when  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed a  few  weeks  ago,  waa  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  claim  had  been  filed  in  tbelodiaa 
office  within  a  reasonable  time  after  tbe  depreda- 
tions were  committed. 

I  have  here  a  letter  from  the  Coromiaoioocr  of 
Indian  A  flairs,  in  regard  to  this  subject,  which  ra- 
moves  entirely  tbe  objection  then  raised  by  that 
genUemao.    It  is  as  follows: 

Dcr  AiTsiiitT  or  nu  Iirrsaiea,     I 
OrricilNDiAK  ArrAias,  JTarcA  «,  I8M.  ( 

Sia  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  Ihe  iUlli  allimo,  I  have  Iks 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  extract  of  so  wiicfa  of  Hal 
No.  9,  of  deprrdalion  claims  forwarded  by  SuperiMnHlMi 
Cuiominglo this  office, s*  lelsies  to  the  cTaiia  of  Elqat 
Beebe.  The  case  appears  to  have  beea  Had  ialbeeaesal 
St.  Louis  some  time  in  1822. 

Vwy  respectfully,  ynur  obedient  ■ 
>     GEORGE  W.  MANYPENHY, 
Hon.  E.  B.  WAsaaoasc,  Jimuee/  Jt«^ 

It  will  be  recollected  that  these  depredatioM 
were  committed  some  time  daring  the  month  of 
October,  1821 ,  so  that,  as  I  rsmatkM ,  that  the  prin- 
•ipal  objection  of  my  friend  from  Virg;tnia  is  thas 
obviatea  by  the  testimony  which  I  have  ksre  ad- 
duced. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Tbe  gentleman  isallogclhct 
miataken  in  tbe  conduaion  to  which  be  coom. 
In  the  first  place  there  wera  other  objectioss 
quite  as  important  as  the  one  to  which  be  ollodes, 
which  I  urged  against  this  bill;  but  even  this  point 
is  not  proved  at  all.  The  letter  sajra  the  rhiia 
waa  filed  some  time  in  tbe  year  ISSH.  Now,  sir, 
the  depredations  were  allied  to  have  beoi  cotn- 
milled  in  the  inonth  of  October,  1831,  and  you 
have  no  evidence  in  the  letter  that  it  was  filed 
within  a  year. 

Mr.  W^ASHBURNE.  Tbe  ptobabaity  is  that 
it  was;  but  whether  it  was  or  not,  in  point  of  fiut 
makes  no  difference,  as  it  was  not  rc<|iiired  to 
be  filed  within  that  time,  there  being  no  hmitatioB 
in  the  intert:ourse  law  of  1803.  This  claim  does 
not  come  under  the  limitations  of  the  intcrooorse 
law  of  1834.  That  act  prescribe*  a  certaiin  limit 
within  which  claims  ariaing  under  it  most  be  fUcd 
in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  A&irs. 
But  there  was  no  such  limitation  in  the  law  of 
1803.  But,  sir,  a  gentleman  is  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  certifying  to  the  char- 
acter and  credibility  of  the  witnesses — the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Missouri — who  is  now  in  his 
seat;  and  I  presume  be  knows  something  of  the 
history  of  this  matter.  I  desire  to  ask  him  if  sock 
be  the  fact,  and  if  he  will  state  to  the  eonuaitics 
bis  knowledge  of  this  claim? 

Mr.  BENTON.  This  is  five-minnte  debate, 
is  it  not? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Plenty  of  time,  and  aoine  to 
spare,  for  so  good  a  caae  as  this  is.  In  the  fiiat 
place  theae  parlies  are  as  good  people  as  ever  lived 
in  Ihe  world.  Mr.  Beebe  and  his  wife  were  Con- 
necticut people.  I  am  a  cotemporary  of  the  time 
when  these  depredations  were  committed.  Mr. 
Beebe  died  very  soon  afterwards,  as  it  has  bees 
stated.  His  children  were  then  very  young,  and 
it  was  not  until  a  very  long  time  aiterwarda  that 
they  were  able  to  attend  to  this  claim  themselvta. 

Now,  sir,  I  know  all  about  this  matter.  It  has 
been  shown  that  it  did  not  come  under  tha  inter- 
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course  act  of  1802.  That  is  a  certain  point.  If 
it  had  come  under  that  act,  the  claim  would  not 
have  been  here.  If  it  were  a  case  coming  prop- 
erly within  the  letter  of  that  act,  it  would  have 
been  settled  by  the  Department.  But  it  does  come 
under  the  policy  of  that  act.  Sir,  what  was  the 
reason — what  was  the  whole  policy  of  that  act  ? 
As  has  been  stated,  it  was  to  preserve  peace  upon 
our  frontiers.  How  preserve  peace?  Why  by 
providing  for  settling  the  cinims-of  the  people  upon 
the  frontiers,  when  the  Indians  had  cro.ssed  the 
line  and  committed  depredations  upon  their  prop- 
erty, and  they  did  not  pursue  the  Indians  and  lake 
satisfaction  upon  them,  and  thereby  bring  war 
•upon  the  frontiers.  That  is  the  policy  and  the 
reason  of  this  intercourse  act.  It  is  to  preserve 
peace  upon  your  frontiers. 

Now  what  difference  does  it  make  in  the  reason 
or  the  policy  of  the  act,  whether  the  depredations 
were  committed  inside  or  outside  of  the  Ime  ?  This, 
to  be  sure,  was  on  the  outside;  but  the  stock  of  all 
the  frontier  people  is  ranging  on  the  outside;  and 
the  reason  and  policy  is  still  the  same  for  paying 
in  a  case  in  which  private  satisfaction  is  not  taken 
when  the  property  or  stock  is  taken  outside  of  the 
line,  as  when  taken  inside  of  the  line. 

1  know  all  about  the  case,  sir.  L  know  that  it 
comes  within  the  reason  and  policy  of  the  intef 
course  law  of  1802,  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  I  hope  it  will  be  passed.  It  is  thirty 
years  old  now,  and  it  is  time  that  it  should  be 
passed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  if  he  has  any  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject,  when  notice  was  given  to 
these  Indians  that  such  a  claim  existed  and  wsa 
urged  against  them?  From  the  papers  it  appears 
that  it  was  fifteen  years  afterwards,  for  the  first 
time. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that;  but  I  think  that  the  United  States  ought  to 
pay  the  claim. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  anqendment,  to 
strike  out  the  second  section;  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  now  move  that  the  bill 
be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Under  the  order  closing 
debate,  the  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought 
to  be  reported  to  the  House  now.  If  it  be  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  committee,  it  will  be 
laid  aside,  to  be  reported  with  others  which  may 
be  acted  on. 

Mr.  HASTINGS.     I  called  for  a  division  of  the  j 
committee  on   the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Letciiee,]  before  the  result 
was  announced   by  the  Chair.     I  do  not  believe 
that  the  committee  understand  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  call  for  a  division  is  now  too  late. 

Mr.  HASTINGS.  I  called  for  a  division  be- 
fore the  result  was  announced. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  heard  the  gentleman  call 
for  a  division,  as  he  states. 

Mr.  HASTINGS.  I  am  sure  that  the  commit- 
tee do  not  understand  the  efi"ect  of  the  vote.  If  I 
am  in  order,  I  insist  that  there  be  a  division  of  the 
committee  on  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  question  will  be  again  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  strike  out  the 
second  section. 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  It  seems  to  be  well  understood 
that  the  only  operation  of  striking  out  this  section, 
is  simply  to  prevent  the  charging  of  this  money 
to  those  Indians  who  have  received  their  annuities 
regularly  for  some  thirty  years.  I  think  it  better 
that  the  amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  then 
that  the  bill  should  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  HARRia,  of 
Alnbamo,  and  E.45tman  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  72,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  next  bill  in  order  on  the  Calendar  was 
House  bill  No.  58,  "for  settling  the  claims  of  the 


legal  representatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  de- 
ceased. 

The  bill  was  read. 

The  first  section  direcW  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Richard  W.  Meade,  on  theii;  pro- 
ducing the  testimony  required  by  the  commission 
from  claimants  under  the  Florida  treaty,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  said  officers,  shall  be  satis- 
factory as  establishing  said  claim  according  to  law 
and  usage.  '  Section  second  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  amount  found 
due  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasmy  not  other- 
wise appropriated;  provided,  that  more  shall  not 
be  paid  than  said  Meade  would  have  received  out 
of  the  $5,1)00,000  appropriated  to  pay  claimants 
under  the  Florida  treaty,  if  his  claim  had  been 
admitted  by  the  commissioners. 

Several  Members.     Read  the  report. 
Mr.  CHANDLER.     If  the  committee  has  a 
desire  to  be  edified  by  the  reading  of  the  report, 
which  I  believe  is  but  about  sevenly-five  or  eighty 
pages  of  printed  matter,  1  have  no  objection. 

I  rise  to  say  that  this  is  a  bill  of  very  consider- 
able consequence,  if  it  be  paid  from  the  Treasury, 
to  the  country,  and  of  no  less  consequence,  if  it 
be  paid,  to  those  who  are  pres.sing  the  claim.  The 
committee  is  very  thin,  indeed,  and  rather  impa- 
tient, and  if  it  be  consis'tent  with  the  sense  of  pro- 
priety of  the  committee  that  they  should  pass  over 
this  bill  informally  to-day,  in  order  that  it  may 
come  up  under  more  favorable  circunislances, 
when  the  whole  of  the  case  might  be  laid  before 
the  committee  at  one  time,  I  shall  feel  gratified.  1 
am  ready,  however,  to  go  on  now,  but  this  is  not 
a  favorable  time  to  commence  it,  and  if  there  be 
no  objection,  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  passed  over 
informally. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  bill  will  be  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  object.  We  had  better  con- 
sider it  now.     Now  is  the  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  then  make  a  brief 
statement  of  the  case.  This  is  a  case  not  enl^ely 
new  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Cannot  a  motion  be  made 
to  postpone  this  bill  for  one  week  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  You  cannot  make  that 
motion  in  committee. 

This  is  a  bill  that  is  founded  upon  aclaim  against 
the  Government  of  Spain  by  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade.  Although 
I  had  intended  to  Otcupy  some  considerable  time 
in  the  discussios  of  this  matter,  I  shall  now  con- 
fine myself  to  a  simple  statement  of  the  case,  fur- 
bearing  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  injuries 
that  the  claimants  have  already  suflered  by  the 
delay  of  Congress  to  compensate  them  for  their 
losses,  and  forbearing  also  to  trouble  the  members 
of  this  House  by  any  reference  to  the  inconveni- 
ences which  have  been  suffered  by  the  family;  not 
choosing  to  refer  directly  to  ther«  angxaiadomi  of 
any  person,  especially  those  of  the  claimonts  who 
are  presented  here  under  such  favorable  circum- 
stances. ' 

Richard  W.  Meade,  a  native  of  this^  country, 
transacted  business  for  himself  in  ^pafn.  Spain 
then  was  not,  as  now,  the  claimant  of  one  single 
island,  a  small  tributary  upon  our  coast,  but  she 
was  a  great  commerciol country,  not  having  relin- 
'quished  her  plaim  to  priority  of  trade  in  the  East, 
and  owning  the  sovereignty  of  almost  the  whole 
of  Spanish  America;  almost  the  whole,  indeed,  of 

Central  America  nt  that  time 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  If  the  gentleman  ./roiri 
Pennsylvania  will  allow  me,  as  this  is  Good  Fri- 
4iay,  I  will  move  that  the  committee  rise.  I  should 
prefer  the  gentleman  to  make  his  remarks  upon 
this  bill  when  there  is  a  full  attendance  of  mem- 
bers present. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  CuNO- 
man's  motion, and  itwasdecided  in  Iheaffirmative. 
So  the  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
Private  Calendar,  had  had  the  Private  Calendar 
under  consideration,  and  more  especially  House 
bill  No.  51,  being  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  Elijah  Beebe,  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  back  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  ask 
the  House  to  put  the  bill  upon  its  passage,  and 
upon  that  motion  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion . 


The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  will  first  be 
upon  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  following  words: 

"  Be  II  furl ktr  enacted,  Thalllic  SecriMary  ofllie  Intnrior 
be  aultn»rizi'(1lo  deduct  (he  titiin  of  J,3,0I6  Crnni  the  lirnl 
annuities  to  become  iIur  in  the  8nid  contfdcratcd  lribe«  of 
the  Hue  and  Fox  trib<:s  of  Indmiiii." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  put,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  being  engrossed,  it  was  subsequently 
read  a  third  time,  and  passeQ. 

Mr.   WASHBURNE,   of  Illinois,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  to  lay  the   m.ilion    to   reconsider   upon   the  - 
table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY   BILL. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  last  bill  having  been  dis- 
posed of,  I  desire  to  ask  the  House  to  go  back  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union  for  five  minutes  perhaps,  not  more,  to  make 
a  disposion  of  an  appropriation  bill.  I  refer  to 
the  West  Point  Military  Academy  bill.  It  has 
been  reported  to  the  House  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  after  having  passed  the  Senate 
with  amendments,  and  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and  there  are  three  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
it  which  are  in  controversy  between  the  House 
and  Senate.  I  desire  to  go  into  committee  and 
dispose  of  those  amendments,  and  get  the  matter 
out  of  the  way.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  (he 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  «tate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn.  " 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ; and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  believe  the  question  is  now 
upon  my  motion  to  go  into  committee.  I  desire 
to  say  to  the  House  that  this  matter  has  laid  here 
for  two  months;  and,  although  there  is,  perhaps, 
no  pressing  immediate  necessity,  I  wish  to  show 
to  the  House  the  dioposition  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  to  get  along  with  business  as  rapidly  as  we 
can.  I  think  the  consiileration  of  these  amend- 
ments will  not  consume  but  a  very  few  minutes. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Haven;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Jones,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  move  that  all  preceding  busi- 
ness be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  Hous^  take  up  for 
consideration  the  West  foint  Military  Academy 
bill. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  Can  such 
amotion  be  entertained?  Must  not  each  bill  upon 
lh»Calendar  preceding  the  West  Point  Academy 
bill  be  laid  aside  as  it  comes  up? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  unanimous 
consent,  it  may  be  done. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  object. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  the  right  to  make  that  motion. 
The  West  Point  Academy  bill  is  a  general  appro- 
priation bill;  and  it  is  in  brder,  under  the  rules, 
to  move  to  take  up  that  bill,  without  movingto  lay 
aside  any  other  till.  The  motion  having  been 
made,  the  vote  must  be  taken  whether  the  House 
will  take  up  that  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAVEN.     I  ask  that  the  amendments  to 
the  bill  may  be  read. 
The  Clerk  read  them,  as  follows: 
Add  at  the  end  of  the  bill : 

For  repairs  and  additional  profeenora*  qusrterB,  §.'>,000. 
For  cavalry  exercis«  hall,  $20,000. 
Sec.  2.  <And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  compensa- 
tion of  professors  of*^  French  and  ilrawing  shall  be  made 
equal  to  that  of  the  profeHsoni  in  the  other  deparlnicnts  ; 
and  that  the  compensation  of  tlie  master  of  sword  be  9L,:20U 
per  annum. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who  had  these  omendmenis  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  under  consideration,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion  to  report,  and  did   report  adversely  in 
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referenc*  to  th«m  all,  and  ncommeoded  a  non- 
concurrence. 

The  fint  amendment  is  in  reference  to  quarters 
for  the  professors.  The  committee  thought  if  this 
were  adopted  it  would  be  only  laying  the  founda- 
tions for  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  which  are 
not  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  proper  accom- 
modation of  the  occupants,  and  which  would  re- 
quire large  appropriations  in  future  to  complete 
them.  They  thought  this  unwise,  and  therefore 
reported  in  favor  of  non-concurring  in  this  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

The  second  amendment  is  in  reference  to  an  ap- 

5ropriation  for  building  a.  riding  hall  for  the  cadets, 
'here  was  some  doubt  in  ttie  minds  of  the  com- 
mittee as  to  the  propitety  of  this  appropriation; 
but  the  committee  concluded  to  report  in  opposi- 
tion to{it.  The  controlling  reason,  so  far  as  1.  was 
concerned — and  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  substan- 
tiallY  so  with  other  members  of  the  committee — in 
coming  to  such  a  concluaion,  was  this:  while  we 
thought  that  the  hall  for  which  the  apprnpriation 
was  asked  might  be  made  useful,  and  aC  certain 
seasons  of  the  jear  might  be  said  to  be  necessary, 
in  the  instruction  of  ine  cadets,  yet,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  fact  that  this  same  question  has  been 
up  before  the  House  year  after  year.and  rejected, 
we  were  of  the  opinion  that  an  endeavor  to  ingraft 
it  into  the  bill  again  would  have  the  effect  to  bring 
the  institution,  to  some  extent,  into  a  kind  of  dis- 
credit. I  said  thli  amendment  bos  been  Itere  year 
after  year  nearly  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  and 
has  generally  been  made  a  subject  of  ridicule  in 
debate  on  this  floor;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  such 
debate  has  the  eSeci  of  weakening  the  institution 
in  the  mind  of  the  public. 

1  have  seen  some  of  the  professors  of  the  acad- 
emy in  relation  to  the  matter;  they  are  intelligent, 
honorable,  apd  reliable  men.  I  have  great  confi- 
dence in  their  judgment.  They  say  the  amend- 
ment ought  to  pass.  They  say  the  hall  is  very 
desirable  Kr  the  purposes  of  instruction,  and 
that  during  the  fall  and  spring  seasons  of  the 
year,  without  it,  cavalrv  instructions  must  cease, 
owing  to  climate  and  the  nature  of  the  soil 
when  frozen  and  when  breaking  up;  but  after  a 
full  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
■greed  to  report  in  favor  of  non-concurring  in  this 
amendment  also,  and  I  hope  this  committee  will 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  other  amendment  of  the  Senate  non-con- 
curred in  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
is  the  second  section  of  the  bill  which  proposes  an 
increase  in  the  compensation  of  the  professors  of 
French  and  drawing,  so  as  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
the  professors  in  the  other  departments,  and  that 
the  compensation  of  the  master  of  the  sword 
shsll  be|l|200  per  annum.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  thought  no  sufficient  reasons 
were  apparent  for  this  pjpposed  change,  and  they 
recommended  a  non-concurrence  in  this  amentl- 
ment  also. 

•  Mr.  Chairman,  I,  for  one,  am,  and  I  believe 
every  one  of  the  committee  which  had  this  matter 
in  charge  are,  friendly  to  this  institution,  and  Iiave 
every  desire  to  cherish  and  protect  it.  I  would 
not  withhold  from  it  one  cent  that  would  promote 
its  usefulness  and  prosperity.  Nay,  sir,  from  an 
overflowing  treasury  I  would  give  liberally;  but, 
sir,  it  should  be  with  due  and  proper  discrimina- 
tion; and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
thought  that  these  views  would  be  best  promoted 
by  making  the  disposition  of  these  amendments 
that  1  have  pointed  out.  We  are  not  wedded  to 
these  opinions,  however,  if  a  majority  here  think 
a  concurrence  in  one,  or  all,  of  these  amendments 
would  be  wiser.  I  think,  sir,  that  this  committee 
now  understand  the  position  of  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments, and  I  hope  it  will  act  promptly  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  either  concur  with  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meons  or  non-concur,  for  with  either 
course  I  shall  be  satisfied.  Although  I  believe 
that  the  permanent  interests  of  the  institution 
will  be  best  promoted  by  concurring  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Woys  ana  Means. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Not  having  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  hearing  the  first  portion  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  am  not  able  to 
understand  what  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  in  reference  to  these  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  We  recommend  the  striking 
out  of  the  appropriation  of  §5,000  for  additional 


quarters  forlheprc^eMors;also,  the  appropriation 
of  |3U,000  for  a  riding  hall;  and  al»o  striking 
out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  BISSELL..  1  now  ask  that  all  the  amend- 
ments may  be  read,  so  that  we  can  see  what  they 
are.  | 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  amendments. 
Mr.  BISSELL.  1  beUeve,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  two  appropriations  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out — the  one  of  ^,000  for  houses  for  the  otBcers 
at  West  Point,  and  the  other  of  $2(T,0U0  for  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  riding-hall,  wererecommend- 
ed  by  the  Bogrd  of  Visitors,  men  indiscriminately 
takicn  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  selected 
for thairpresumed  fitness  for  that  and  other  kindred 
objects.  After  their  visit  to  the  Academy,  and 
examination  into  the  wants  of  the  institution,  they 
strongly  recommended  these  two  appropriations. 
These  appropriations,  or  at  least  the  one  provid- 
ing for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  riding-ball,  have 
been  recommended  by  the  War  Department  for 
several  years  in  succession,  and  strongly  urged 
by  those  who  are  presumed  to  be  most  familiar 
with  the  wants  and  necessities  of  that  institniinn. 
But  I  hsve  heretofore  voted  against  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  for  the  riding-^ll  without 
much  investigation,  and  on  what  was  the  popular 
idea  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the  young  men  who 
go  to  West  Point  should  be  drilled  out  of  doors, 
and  inured  to  out-door  exercise;  a  policy  which  a 
riding-hall  would  interfere  with,  and  that  to  erect 
such  a  building  for  them  to  ride  in,  a  cover  lo 
protect  them  from  the  weather  or  any  other 
inconvenience,  was  but  an  admonition  to  them 
to  become  as  efleminate  as  possible  in  all  those 
things  in  which  they  were  bein^  trained.  But 
since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  AITairs,  I  have  taken 
occasion  to  look  more  closely  into  thesulject,  and 
have  become  convinced  that  a  suitable  ridmg-hall 
is  absolutely  necessary,  not  so  much  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  cadets;  not  for  their  comfort,  which 
I  do  not  take  into  the  aecounl  at  all  at  this  time, 
but  fpT  the  benefit  of  the  instiMtion,  and  in  order 
that  the  Government  may  derive  all  advantages 
which  it  is  sntitled  to  expect  from  an  institution 
kept  up  at  no  inconsiderable  expense.  1  am  as- 
sured that  without  such  a  hall  the  cadets  cannot 
be  drilled  on  horseback  mor(  than  about  three 
months  in  the  year.  Do  not  let  it  be  supposed 
that  it  is  on  acoouAt  of  the  cold,'  the  rain,  or  the 
snow,  so  far  as  they  sflect  the  cadets  thsrasslves, 
that  they  cannot  be  so  drilled^  It  is  on  account, 
rather,  of  the  horses.  • 

This  institution  is  located  pretty  far  north,  and 
pretty  Jtigh  up.  Its  latitude  and  altitude  are  both 
well  up.  It  is  a  cold  place.  There  are  short  sum- 
mers and  long  winters.  The  snow  lies  deep  there 
in  winter,  and  it  rains  much  in  fall  and  spring. 
The  ground  is  liable  to  be  covered  with  ice,  with 
deep  snow,  or  with  snow  partially  formed  itito 
ice,  presenting  a  rough  and  hummocky  surface, 
but  still  very  slippery.  This,  in  those  peculiar, 
difBcoll,  and  prompt  movements  required  in  drill- 
ing a  platoon  of  mounte<V  men,  is  dangerous  to 
the  limbs  and  necks  of  the  horses,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  safety  of  their  riders. 

So  it  is  again,  in  spring  and  fall,  when  the 
ground  is  being  released  from  the  frost — or,  ss  we 
say,  the  ground  is  brsakingup — a  slow  process  in , 
that  high  latitude.  At  such  timss,  i^will  readily 
be  perceived  that  ground,  trampled  upon  by  horses 
every  day,  must  become  plung7,and  unfit  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  horses  military  exercise.  It 
shoiild  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  peculiar  bMi- 
ness — not  plain  straightforward  riding,  such  as 
we  who  are  here  sometiiqcs  do.  In  this  exercls^ 
horses  are  required  to  perform  their  evolutions 
side  by  side,  and  in  very  doss  proximity,  as  well 
as  simultaneously.  If  the  ground  be  soft  and 
miry — if  it  be  half  frozen,  but  yet  not  sofBcienlly 
so  to  bear  the  horse  and  his  rider — or  if  it  be  icy, 
and  the  horse  liable  to  slip,  and  every  abrupt  or 
sudden  turn  or  halt,  witn  what  advantage  can 
horseback  drill  be  prosecuted .' 

But,  despite  all  thess  things,  there  might  still  be 
left  somefour  or  five  months  m  the  year,  when  cav- 
alry exercise  might  be  bad  but  for  another  reason 
which  I  will  mention.  It  is  well  known  tlist  for 
two  or  three  months  during  the  summer  the  cadets 
are  required  to  leave  the  Academy  for  the  purpose 
of  being  drilled  in  camp,  and  as  infantry.  This 
is  sn  indispensable  part  of  their  instruction.  This 
takes  from  their  cavwiry  exercise  during  the  moot 


favorable  part  of  the  season.  On  the  whole,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  the  cadet,  as  things  bow  arc, 
can  scarcely  receive  more  than  three  montha  in- 
struction in  cavalry  exercise  during  the  year. 
Erect  a  suitable  riding-hall,  and  he  may  reeaive 
nine  months  instruction. 

Now,  the  Government  is  at  the  cxpenoe  of 
keeping  over  ninety  horses  at  West  Point,  for 
no  other  purpose  than  the  one  I  have  indicated. 
They  are  of  use  scarcely  more  than  three  montha 
in  the  year.  By  granting  the  appropriation  hero 
asked  for,  they  may  be  of  service  nine  months  in 
the  year.  Does  not  economy  require,  then,  that 
this  appropriation  be  made?  It  is  not  intended, 
of  course,  that  the  hall  ahall  be  used  except  at 
such  times  as  the  state  of  the  ground  forbids  out- 
door exercise.  The  whole  sssount  of  this  matter 
is  just  this:  that  at  present  we  do  not  get  the  al- 
vantage  we  ought  to  derive  fVom  thia  nstitution, 
considering  the  expense  it  has  been  and  still  is  to 
the  Government  annually;  and  if  we  would  gel 
all  the  advantage  which  we  are  entitled  to  receive, 
considering  that  expense,  we  must  make  this  ad- 
ditional appropriation  for  this  wprj  nseoasary  ^»- 
pendage  to  the  institation. 

Mr.  BENTON.  This  ridinjf  house  ■•  not  ab- 
solutely a  new«acquain lance  with  me.  f  reeolleei, 
^ra  ago, applications  weremade,  soneof  whiek 
were  successful,  for  appropriations  for  this  booss 
for  equitation — leamihr  to  ride  on  horseback.  I 
believe  they  were  called  "exercisesin  equitation," 
which  being  traiMlatsd  into  English ,  means  riding 
on  horseback.  [Laughter.]  I  recollect  thai  abo«l 
1836,  $30,000  were  appropriated  at  one  time  for 
thie  bouse  for  exercising  in  equitation,  which  sum 
was  in  addition  to  the  appropriations ssad*  before, 
I  thought  when  that  |30,000  was  added,  that  w« 
should  have  no  more  of  theae  appropriationa,  but 
here  is  an  application  for  |30,000  more.  I  have 
read  the  recommendation  whkh  the  visitora  have 
made  in  behalf  of  it.  Doubtless  the  visitors  art 
very  clever  and  popular  men. 

But  I  have  been  aeeustomed  t»  look  at  the  im- 
ports which  come  from  these  visitors  at  Weai 
Point  as  coming  from  the  professors  themselves, 
through  the  instrumentabty  of  a  eomniittee  of 
these  visitors.  Every  one  of  the  reports  whiek 
I  have  examined  seems  to  be  drawn  up  by  the 
head  of  the  branch  of  business  which  that  par- 
ticular section  of  the  board  is  assigned  to  examine. 
I  never  had  a  good  opinion  of  these  boards  of 
visitora.  When  we  paid  them  a  trifle  there  was 
an  overwhelming  number  of  applications  to  get 
appointments  as  visitora  to  West  P^int,  and 
membera  oT  Congress  often  carried  the  day,  get- 
ting a  little  mileage  and  some  small  pigr  beaides. 
We  afterwards  stopped  this,  but  made  appropri- 
ations for  subsistence  and  dinnere,  while  the  vis- 
itora remained  there;  and  such  is  the  love  of  office 
and  compensation  of  eome  kind  or  other,  that  for 
a  mere  belly  full  of  meat  and  wine  there  bag  al- 
ways been  a  throng  of  applicants  to  the  War  OlEoe 
for  appointments  upon  the  Bokrd  of  Viaitora. 

For  near  twenty  yeara  I  was  chairman  of  the 
Senate's  Committee  on  Military  Affair*.  FVom 
my  position,  and  from  the  fact  of  having  oneebc- 
longed  to  the  Army  myself,  I  was  a  sort  of  nalD- 
ral  line  of  visitora  to  West  Point,- but  I  woaM 
never  go  there.  The  reason  why  was  this:  I  knew 
that  no  peraons  who  begged  their  sppointmcol 
there  as  visKora  would  ever  sign  a  report  that  I 
would  draw  up,  and  1  knew  that  I  never  wouM 
signs  report  which  they  would  drawupvorwooM 
be  drawn  up  for  us;  and  so  I  never  went  there.  I 
recollect  very  well  theold  debates  about  tkia  ridiog- 
house.  1  am  not  able  to  say  bow  inany  appto- 
priatlnns  were  made  for  it,  but  I  recollect  one  of 
$30,000.  When  that  was  made,  membars  from  tha 
West  wera  astonished  at  hearing  of  the  hardships 
of  these  young  gentlemen,  in  having  to  ride  upon 
horseback  in  cold  weather,  in  bsil  and  snow,  sii4 
also  in  the  hot, burning  sun,  and  it  was  suggested 
by  various  membera  that  it  would  be  eeoaoray  to 
reduce  the  young  gentlemen  to  the  degree  of  pro- 
tection against  ^d  weather,  lo  which  the  jonng 
women  and  theold  women  of  New  England  wsra 
subjected,  by  giving  them  a  parasol  for  the  aun.aii 
umbrella  for  the  rain,  and  a  pelisse  for  a  cold  dav- 
it was  then  said  by  New  Ejigland  men — and  I 
could  name  one  gentleman  who  said  that  the  young 
women  and  the  old  women  of  his  State  all  rode 
about  during  all  kinds  of  weather  in  the  open,*ir; 
nnd  New  England  was  further  north-  than  West 
Point;  and  that  the  people  of  the  cotuitry  worfcs4 
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in  the  open  air,  not  two  or  three  hours  a  day,  but 
for  the  whole  day;  and  that  their  sons  did  the  same 
— even  half-grown  boys. 

Well,  the  olijections  were  voted  down,  and  the 
apprnprialions  were  carried — how  many  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  recollect  one  of  J3O,UO0.  A  great 
many  membersof  Congress  had  sons  in  the  acad- 
emy about  that  time.  When  I  read  the  other  day 
the  recommendation  of  those  visitors,  and  saw  the 
appeal  they  made  for  help  lu  the  youn? gentlemen; 
when  I  saw  the  words  "  danger  lo  life  and  limb" — 
those  were  the  words,  i  think;  am  1  mistaken? 
Mr.  HAVEN.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman. 
Mr.  BENTON.  "  Danger  to  life  and  limb"— 
were  not  those  the  words.'  tt 

Mr.  fl  AVEN.  Those  are  the  words,  I  believe. 
Mr.  BENTON.  "Danger  to  life  and  limb," 
not  of  the  horses,  but  of  the  young  cadets  in  learn- 
ing to  ride  in  such  naughty  houses  which  had  cost 
BO  much  money.  When  that  was  read  in  my 
family,  it  was  suggested  by  some  of  the  children 
that  thefloor  be  carpeted, and  mattresses  be  placed 
around  the  room,  so  that  when  the  young  men  roll 
oft"  their  horses  they  may  roll  up  against  the  mat- 
tresses, so  as  not  to  endanger  "lifea>«l  limb." 
[Laughter.]  Why,  sir,  the  five-year  old  boys  of 
the  iftah  nation  would  be  ashamed  lo  have  them- 
selves put  into  a  house  to  learn  to  ride.  These* 
five-year  old  boys  will  drive  away  the  slock  out- 
side of  any  stockade  in  which  these  house-taught 
riders  command,  who  have  learned  to  perform 
equestralion  in  a  house.  [Laughter.]  I  have  au- 
thority for  saying  these  five-year  old  Utah  boys 
would  gallop  around  these  house-taught  riders  all 
day,  and  drive  off  their  slock  in  their  view. 

1  want  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  amendments 
when  we  get  to  the  place  for  them — when  the  bill 
gels  into  Ihe  House,  and  I  wish  the  provision  in 
regard  to  the  enlerlulnment  of  llie  visitors  stricken 
out.  Surely,  the  race  has  not  gone  by,  the  race 
is  not  wholly  extinct,  who  do  someihing  for  their 
country  without  a  mercenary  motive, and  a  reward 
either  in  meat  or  money.  1  can  recollect  when 
the  h'eads  of  ihe  community,  men  of  some  age, 
who  had  acted  their  parts,  and  provided  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  were  ready,  to  give  up 
some  share  of  lime  for  the  benefit  of  eleemosy- 
nary and  charitable  institutions,  and  for  public 
institutions,  such  as  colleges  and  universities,  and 
do  it  at  their  own  expense.  And  then  a  high  order 
of  men  were  got  for  the  purpose.  Now,  disin- 
terested service  is  getting  out  of  date.  Congress 
offers  inducement,  in  meat  or  money,  to  get  vis- 
itors. Those  who  value  the  inducement  apply  for 
the  place,  and  get  it.  High-minded  men  will  not 
contend  with  them.  The  visitation  falls  into  unfit 
hands,  and  the  result  is  a  report  from  the  professor 
himself,  fathered  by  a  committee  of  ihe  visitors 
who  have  begged  their  places,  and  get  their  meat 
and  wine  free  while  wondering  at  what  is  shown 
them,  and  signiiTg  what  is  drawn  up  for  them. 

Mr.  Haveh  was  here  recognized  by  the  Chair; 
Mr.  Chastain  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  floor  at 
the  sometime. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  thegentleman  from  New 
York  allow  me  a  moment  to  correct  a  misappre- 
hension? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will,  if  I  have  the  floor,  and 
I  believe  I  have. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  claim  the  floor,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  want  to  know  if  iihas  come  to  this, 
that  a  gentleman  cannot  be  recognized  after  he  has 
got  the  eye  of  the  Chairman  ?  Is  the  floor  lo  be 
farmed  out  forever  and  ever.' 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  like  to  accommodate 
my  friend  from  Georgia,  for  I  certainly  do  not 

fropose  to  discuss  further  this  subject  of  riding, 
understand  my  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Biisell] 
desires  to  make  an  explanation,  and  i  yield  to  him 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  have  only  a  few  words  to 
say. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  insist  upon  ray  right  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  the  Chair  must  decide 
who  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  supposed  that  I  was  rec- 
ognized by  the  Chair,  and  therefore  am  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  recognized  the 
gentleman  from  NewYork  first, and  he undersiands 
that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bissell] 
desires  to  make  an  explanation ,  and  asks  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  yield  for  that  purpose. 


The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  yielded  for 
]  that  purpose;  and  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  has 
the  floor.  But  the  Chair, aware  that  thegentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cuastain]  desired  lo  obtain 
the  floor,  sent  a  messenger  to  him,  to  say  that  he 
would  recognize  him  immediately  after  Ihe  genlle- 
man  from  New  York  yielded  the  floor,  if  he  then 
claimed  it. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  allow  me  to  say  that  I  propose  lo 
leave  ihe  city  very  soon;  and  1  wanted  veiy  much 
to  make  a  tew  remarks  upon  ihe  Nebraska  ques- 
tion before  I  left.  I'hat  was  the  reason  of^  my 
anxiety  to  obtain  the  floor  at  this  time. 

The  CHAIRiVlAN.  The  genlleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Bissell]  is  entitled  lo  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois did  not  get  the  floor;  and  1  object  to  its  being 
farmed  out  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  simply  to  say,  that  there 
is  notagentleman  upon  this  floor  to  whom  I  would 
more  cheerfully  yield   than   the  gentleman  from 

Georgia;  but . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Did  the  Chair  understand 
the  genlleman  from  Illinois  to  say  that  he  only 
yielded  the  floor  to  ihe  genlleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  BcNroN]  for  explanation,  and  that  he  sull 
claims  ii? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Oh,  no.  I  gave  up  the  floor 
altogether  to  the  genlleman  from  Missouri,  and 
now  only  asked  the  genlleman  from  New  York  to 
yield  it  to  me  fur  an  explanation. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     Is  it  competent  for  one  gen- 
tleman to  obtain  the  floor, and  yield  it  to  another.' 
The  CHAIRMAN.     He  may  yield  it  for  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  know  it  has  been  the  cus- 
tom to  yield  it  on  all  occasions;  but  wliat  I  de- 
sired to  know  was,  whetiier  he  had  a  right  under 
the  rule. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  He  has,  for  e.xplanation. 
The  Chair  decides  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  upon  the  floor,  and  he  will  proceed  with 
his  remarks. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  My  rights  here  are  equal  to  those 
of  any  other  member,  and  I  mean  to  insist  upon 
the  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  decided 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  Is  entitled  to 
the  floor;  and  from  this  decision  the  genlleman 
from  Georgia  appeals.  The  question  is,  "  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment 
of  the  committee?" 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  submit  that  it  is  not  an  ap- 
pealable case.  The  committee  have  no  right  to 
determine,  and  cannot  determine,  whether  the 
Chair  sa"V  me  first,  or  the  genlleman  from  Geor- 
gia. That  is  a  question  which  the  Chiir  nfust 
decide  for  himself.  It  depends  upon  his  vision 
and  knowledge  only. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  was  very  well 
aware  of  the  fact  tl^at  it  was  not  a  question  upon 
which  an  appeal  could  be  taken,  but  he  thought 
it' would  be  the  easiest  way  lo  settle  the  question 
between  the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  as  to  who  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Chastain]  as  having 
taken  any  appeal  from  the  decision  ol^lhe  Chair. 
Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  have  certainly  taken  no 
appeal  from  ihe  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  ap- 
peal I  made  was  to  ihe  courtesy  of  the  committee. 
TheCHAIRMAN.  Then  the  genlleman  from 
New  York  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  will  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  only  desire  to  say  one  word 
for  Ihe  purpose  of  pulling  this  matter  right  in  ref- 
erence to  thegentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Chas- 
tain.] There  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House  lo 
whom  I  would  have  sooner  yielded  the  floor  than 
10  that  gentleman.  I  know  of  no  other  genlleman 
whom  I  would  sooner  oblige;  hut  I  believe  I  am 
under  some  obligations  to  the  House  in  re^rence 
to  the  discussion  upon  this  bill  to-day,  so  far  as  I 
can  control  it,  because  it  was  rather  as  a  matter  of 
grace  that  the  House  consented  to  go  into  com- 
mittee upon  it  when  I  asked  them  to  do  so.  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Georgia  indicates  his  purpose  to 
address  the  commltlee  upon  the  territorial  ques- 
tion, and  it  seems  lo  me  it  would  be  encroaching 
ralher  too  much  upon  the  kindness  and  good  graces 
of  the  House,  for  me  to  be  a  party  to  a  speech  on 


tha>  subject,  after  such  consent  was  given  to  go 
inio  committee  upon  this  bill,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  no  general  discussion  of  other  subjects 
Would  take  place.  I  say,  under  these  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  encroaching  too  much  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  me,  now,  to  yield 
the  floor  to  the  genlleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Chastaik,]  fur  the  purpose  indicaled  by  him. 

The  genlleman  from  Illinois,  however,  has  de- 
sired me  to  yield  him  the  floor  for  the  purpose 
of  making  some  explanation  in  relation  to  the 
remarks  of  the  genlleman  from  Missouri,  and  1 
yield  him  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  did  not  very  distinctly  un- 
derstand all  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fronj 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.]  If,  however,  he  in- 
tended any  portion  of  ihem  heard  by  me  as  a 
reply  to  what  I  had  previously  said,  then  he  must 
have  entirely  misunderstood  me,  notwithstand- 
ing the  very  great  pains  I  look  lo  avoid  any  such 
misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  any  one.  1  ex- 
pressly slated  to  the  committee  that  this  appro- 
priation was  not  asked  for  upon  the  ground  that 
It  was  necessary  lo  protect  ihe  cadets  from  the 
weather.  I  staled  that  this  was  not  the  purpose 
for  which  this  hall  was  required,  but  that  it  was 
required  for  the  safety  of  the  horses,  to  say 
nothing  about  the  cadets;  and  to  allow  of  their 
being  Jrilled  and  exercised  appropriately  for  eight 
or  nine  months  in  the  year  instead  of  three  or 
four,  as  is  now  the  case.  And  how  is  this  argu- 
ment replied  to  ?  Why,  by  iniinialing  ihat  the 
call  for  this  appropriation  is  with  a  view  lo  pro- 
protect  and  screen  the  cadet  from  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  weather  !  And  something  is  said  in 
this  connection  about  their  being  less  willing  to 
brave  inclement  weather,  or  less  able  to  do  it, 
than  the  young  women  of  New  England — and 
parasols  and  warm  clothing  is  suggesled  for  ihein. 
Now,  sir,  is  that  any  repl_y  lo  my  argumenl  ?  Or, 
ralher,  is  it  a  fair  response  to  the  plain  statement 
of  fact  which  I  presented? 

Then  again  we  are  told  that  the  Utah  boys  of 
five  years  old  can  ride  the  wildest  horses,  i&c.,&c., 
and  they  are  not  taught  in  riding  halls.  But  what 
has  all  that  to  do  with  the  question  before  this 
commitleer  Isihiseslablishmeni  keptup  for  iheni? 
We  all  know  very  well  ihat  the  Utah,  as  well  as 
various  other  tribes  of  Indians,  are  remarkable 
for  their  horsemanship;  perhaps  they  are  not  sur- 
passed by  any  nation  or  tribe  of  people  on  the 
globe.  But  what,  1  ask  again,  has  all  that  lo  do 
with  the  question  whether  a  riding  hall  shall  be 
erected  at  West  Point? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  repeat  then, and  it  isall  I  have 
to  say,  Ihat  this  appropriation  isasked  for  because 
it  is  believed  that  withoul  it  the  Government  will 
noi  receive  the  full  benefit  of  the  expense  it  hag 
incurred  in  keeping  up  that  institution.  There 
are  but  few  months  in  the  year,  comparatively  a 
small  portion  of  the  year,  when  the  horses  can  be 
exercised  under  the  existing  stale  of  things  at 
West  Point. 
Mr.  BENTON.  I  was  replying  to  the  visitors. 
Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  ihat  the  committee  do 
now  rise,  with  a  view  of  closing  debate  on  this 
bill.  We  may  then  resolve  ourselves  into  the 
Commiilee  of  the  Whole,  and  finish  the  bill  under 
a  five-minules  discussion. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the.  motion  was 
agreed  lo. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak* 
er  having  resumed  Ihe  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr. 
Jones,  of  New  York]  reporud  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  the  amendmenls  of  the  Si^naie  to 
House  bill  (No.  47)  making  appropriations  for  ihe 
support  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855,  and  had  coma 
to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  now  move  the  usual  resolu- 
tion to  close  debate  on  Ihe  Military  Academy  ap- 
proprialion  bill  wiihin  five  minutes  after  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
shall  again  resume  its  consideration. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move>at  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  If  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  motion  I  think  that  I  can  accommodate  that 
side  of  the  House.  I  wish  to  accommodate  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Chastain,)  and  I 
understand  that  it  will  meet  with  his  wishes  if  he 
can  have  the  door  for  five  minutes.     He  can  then 
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print  what  portion  of  his  renurln  bt  may  |iot 
dMire  to  deliver  at  length  to-dar. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gentle- 
man. 1  will  try  to  avail  myaelf  of  the  rule  again . 
If  the  gentleman  had  been  so  kind  awhile  ago, 
as  to  extend  me  that  eourteay,  I  might  have  ac- 
cepted it.  ■ 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  demand  tellers  en  tha  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Bbmion  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  quesuon  was  then  takenf  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  58,  noes  42. 

do  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  thereupon, 
at  twenty  minutes  to  uiree  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the 
House  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  twelve 
o'clock. 


IN  SENATE. 


Monday,  >3prit  17, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Willum  H.  MitsvaN. 
The  Journal  of  Thursday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,   ETC.  | 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  remonstrating  against  any  infringement  of 
the  Missouri  compromise;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H^fMLIN  presented  documents  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Nathan  Daggett  to 
compensation  for  services  during  the  revolutionary  | 
war;  which;  together  with  sundry  papers  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  same  claim, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  a  public  meeting  held 
at  Point  Isabel,  in  the  Slate  of  Texas,  against  the 
removal  of  the  custom-house  from  that  piaee,  and 
a  change  of  the  port  of  entry  from  there  t(f 
Brownsville;  also,  the  memorial  of  S.  Mussing, 
praying  that  the  custom-house  may  not  be  removed 
from  Point  Isabel  to  Brownsville,  Texas;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PISH  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company  of  New  York,  protest- 
ing againat  the  annulment  of  their  contracts  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mails;  which  was  referred 
totheCommitteeonthePostOfficeand  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
women  of  Sandisfield,  Massachusetts,  remonstra- 
'  ting  against  the  passage  of  any  act,  directly  or 
indirectly,  legalizing  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  ordered  talieon  the 
table.  , 

Also,  two  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  ocean  postage;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  eigned  by  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe  and  other  women,  of  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tha  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SE  WARD  presented  additional  documents 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of 
John  Shullz,  for  remuneration  for  services  ren- 
dered by  him  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  from  citizens  of  Berrien 
county,  Michigan,  against  the  passage  of  the 
Nebraska-Kansas  bill;  which  waa  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  citizens  of  Northumberland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  the  homestead  bill  may  be  so 
amended  as  that  each  citizen,  who  has  heretofore 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  public 
land,  may  be  refunded  the  amount  paid  by  him 
with  interest  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Merehants'Exchange,ofPittsburg,Pennsylvania, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
deepening  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  tne  Mississippi 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Marshall  county,  Iowa,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Toledo  to 
Eldorado,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  praying  a  reduction  of  the 


rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin, ' 
praying  that  copies  of  our  national  medals  may 
be  struck  in  bronzs  and  distributed;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial 
of  L.  E,  Truesdell,  proposing  to  Construct  a  good 
road  from  some  point  near  Council  Bluff  to  Cali- 
fornia, to  establish  a  line  of  coaches  thereon  for 
transporting  the  mails  and  passengera,  and  alao  to 
construct  a  line  of  telegraph  upon  certain  condi- 
tions. 

Oritred,  That  «>  much  of  the  atenorisl  a«  relsin  to  Hie 
cnnBtnieUon  of  ■  road,  be  leferred  to  the  Coaumnee  oa 
Public  Lindt;  and  Ui»  eo  luueb  ttaereof  s*  relates  to  ttM 
uaxuporiation  of  Uie  mails,  aod  tbe  coatlnicUon  of  a  tele- 
(rapli,  be  raferrad  10  the  Coauatltss  oa  the  Pom  OIBce  and 
Pent  Boada. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  present  to  die  Senate  the 
memorial  of  D.  McManus,  a  chaplain  in  the 
Army,  now  at  Fort  Qibaon ,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  land  warrant;  which  I  move  may  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

I  do  not  k  no  w  upon  what  law  or  regulation  their 
position  is  based,  or  in  what  light  their  position 
ought  to  be  regarded  in  reference  to  the  sppiica- 
tion  now  made  for  bounty  land;  but  as  a  new 
principle  is  to  be  adopted,  or  rather  an  old  one  is 
asked  to  be  extended  tp  a  new  claaa  of  cases,  I 
move  to  refer  it  to  the  Pension  Committee.  I  am 
glad  now  in  this  connection,  however,  to  say,  that 
if  the  clergy  are  connected  with,  incorporated 
with  the  Army  as  chaplains.  Or  bad  any  perma- 
nent connection  with  the  Army  during  tne  war 
with  Mexico,  they  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from 
the  same  character  of  compensation  at  some  fair 
rate,  which  has  been  allowed  and  conferred  upon 
othera.  If  they  are  actually  connected  with  the 
Army,  (and  I  underatand  they  are,  and  are  miser- 
ably paid,)  it  seems  to  me  little  short  of  a  degrada- 
tion and  an  outrage  to  exclude  them  from  com- 
pensation and  benefits  which  have  been  made  to 
all  other  classes. 

The  memorial  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

PAPERS  WITHDHAWN  A5D  REFKRRID. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tbat  the  memortal  of  memberaof  Ihe  bar  at 
Oetioil,  Mlehinn,  praying  an  incmM  of  ibe  nlary  of  tha 
Ualted  StaieadutrictjiiilgelbrMiebigaa,  be  mitadraim  from 
die  Diet  of  ibe  Beuste,  aad  nferccd  to  Ibe  tJommliiee  oa 
the  Judlclaqt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODOE,  of  Iowa,  it  waa 
Ordmd,  That  tbe  petition  of  Benjamin  Arnold  be  with- 
drawn from  Uie  die*  of  the  Senaie,  and  referred  to  the 
Commlltee  on  Claim*. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Commiuee  on  In- 
dian Aflaira,  to  whom  Was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Pool,  pray ing  interest  on  his  accounts  from 
the  time  when  certified  by  the^econd  Auditor  to 
be  due  to  the  time  of  their  payment,  aaked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims;  which 
waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Robert  C.  Steptoe  and  othera,  praying  sat- 
isfsction  for  lands  gran  ted  by  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
in  1784,  and  afVerwards  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
submitted  an  advene  report  thereon;  which  waa 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Indian 
Aifaira,  to  whoni  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Conner,  alias 
"  Wabiah-Kin-dib,"  deceased,  praying  tbe  pay- 
ment of  an  amount  aararded  said  Conner  under 
the  treaty  with  the  Saganaw  band  of  Chippewa 
Indians,  of  January  14, 1837,  submittedan  advene 
report  thereon;  which  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tha  petition 
of  George  Jennings  and  othera,  praying  that 
Thomas  D.  Jennings  may  be  allowed  to  enter  a 
certain  tract  of  lantl  settled  by  hia  father,  tubroit- 
ted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  rslief; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  Joan  Manuel  Luco 
and  Jott  Leandro  Luco,  praying  permission  to 
file  th^r  title  to  a  cartain  tract  of  land  in  California 


befon  the  Board  of  United  States  Land  Commia- 
sionsn,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  •  biU 
for  their  rriief;  which  was  read,  and  pasasd  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  report  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Rt7SK,'from  the  Committee  on  the  Peat 
Office  and  Poet  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, explanatory  of  the  second  section  of  a  "  res- 
olution to  establish  certain  poatroutea,"  approved 
July  13,  1853,  reported  it  back  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommended  ita  passage. 

Ha  alao,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  petition  of  R.  D.  Battle,  ardmiois- 
^tor  of  the  estate  of  Isaac  L.  Battle,  praying  that 
the  estate  may  be  released  from  Airtker  liuHUty 
under  a  judgment,aubmitted  a  report, aeeooipanied 
by  a  biO  for  the  relief  of  tbe  esUte  of  iaaae  I.. 
EtalUe;  which  waa  read,  and  paaaed  toa  eeeond 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  oo 
Public  Landa,to  whom  waa  referred  the  tnll  from 
the  House  of  Reprceentatives,  to  authorize  the 
selection  of  school  districts  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth 
seotions  within  the  twelve  miles  eqnare  reeerva- 
tien,  State  of  Alabama,  reported  it  back  witbeot 
amendment. 

He  alao,  from  tha  same  committee,  rsportsd 
a  bill  confirmatory  of  certain  echoel  aeleetions; 
which  was  read,  and  panMd  to  a  aeeond  reading. 
HON.  TRUMAN  SMITH. 

Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  waa  considered  by  onaniiDOus  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to:  \ 

JUMived,  That  the  Pmldeiit  of  lb*  Senate  be  reqse*m 
to  inflirm  tne  Eieesriv*  of  the  Bisie  of  Comeetleai  *■ 
the  Hob.  TaoMAS  Sarra,  one  of  the  Senawra  <ha  mid 
Bute,  did,  on'  the  llih  ln*iaat,  is*ifa  hie  seat  in  ih«  Sea- 
ate  or  the  United  Stats*,  to  take  eOeet  from  aod  after  tt* 
94Ui  day  of  Hay  next. 

POSTAL  OPERATIONS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  rssolo- 
tion  for  consideration: 

RtMleed,  Tbat  tbe  Poalniaaur  0«a*ral  be  maiatiid  » 
a*eertaiajtnd  re|>ort  for  the  infonaatlon  of  the  Seaale. 

Pir*t.  The  numberof  dead-letlen  in  tbe  la*l  poatal  year; 
aad  the  proponlon  or  per  cent,  of  them  net  prepaid ;  asd 
the  amount  of  poetage,  known  or  eitimaiad,  which  mmM 
have  been  laeei ved,  oc  leqaired  for  tin  pcepayoKat  of  eaeh 
of  **id  letter*  a*  were  not  prepaid. 

Second.  What  I*  the  total  weight  of  eome  (Ivca  lai|s 
number  of  dead  lenera,  taken  at  random,  at  tbe  dead  lentr 
OSes,  and  of  Ihoie  *o  weighed  and  eoealed ;  what  i*  Ik* 
total  weight  end  number  of  those  now  rated  at  tfagle  poM- 
age ;  and,  •eparaiely,  the  total  weight  aad  aamber  of  thoe* 
now  rated  at  more  than  eingi*  poetage. 

Third.  I  n  eaeb  of  teveral  of  the  laige  olli.**,  eappeaed  t» 
be  a  fair  aTerage,  in  that  reepeet,  of  Ihe  baetaf  of  Ik* 
eoantry,  what  1*  tbe  total  welglu  of  soma  given  taif*  asm- 
ber  of  leneiedepoeited  or  delivered;  aad  of  those  *ow«J^«d, 
whu  U  the  number  and  weight  of  those  now  rated  atangte 
poatage,  and,  (eeparalely)  or  Iboae  now  rated  at  Bare  tkaa 
•ingle  poalsge. 

Fourth.  What  proportion  or  per  eeat.,  tn  aumhei,  of  A* 
leuen  now  mailed,  are,  ia  Ibe  opiaion  of  tha  den*  asd 
poaloMaten,  aad  of  Ihe  Pnetmaater  Oeaeral,  probably  of  a 
weight  not  exceeding  one  ftwrth  of  aa  ounce  each .' 

Fifth.  In  the  optnloa  of  the  opening  clerk*  at  the  deed- 
letter  olBce,  what  ptoportiouete  part  of  Uie  *nitac*  of  pepw 
of  the  teuet*  opened  by  them  I*  Maok,  {.  (.,  what  i*  tt* 
avenge  proportion  or  per  cent,  of  Mank  Mnnce,  a*  com- 
pared with  the  written  nirlkce. ' 

Biilh.  How  well  or  auffleieotlyia  tbe  present  rate  ekaiged 
upon  advertiaed  letter*  RMmd  W  cOmpenaate  Itar  the  coaiaf 
adverti<log,  and  what  ia  the  greatoai  ^ea  to  the  Depan- 
ment,  in  any  one  Of  the  last  aix  years,  in  tbe  enn  of  adnt- 
tiaing  letter*  over  and  above  the  receipt*  of  Ihe  Depaitmeat 
fiir  adverUMng  them. 

Seventh.  What  !■  the  number  of  Clerks  or  person*  ne* 
and  heretofore  required  or  employed  tn  the  General  Psat 
OIBce,  in  examining,  compnting,  recording,  ao4  compaiiag 
the  return*  alone. 

Eighth.  What  i*  the  aamber  of  letters  canted  ia  tti*  BrU- 
isli  iDtila  In  tbe  last  year,  of  which  a  report  has  beea  ic- 
ceived ;  and  what  the  number  the  year  prior  to  tbe  adep- 
linn  of  uniform  penny  postage. 

NinUi.  For  how  many  years  ha*  the  BtMsh  peaay  p  wp 
been  a  source  of  revenue  over  and  above  the  expaaim;  and 
what  was  the  aaouat  of  aueh  net  revenue  ia  the  year  laai 
reported.' 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  IN  CALIFORNU. 

Mr.  OWIN  eubmitted  the  following  resotalim; 
which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

ReMhied,  That  the  Conmtttee  on  Comroeree  be  in- 
atrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ereating  an  addi- 
tional eollecUon  diatriet  in  the  Bute  of  Califttraia,  *>  be 
compoaed  of  tbe  coaaties  of  Humboldt,  Trinity,  Ticks, 
and  Klamoth. 

LAND  DISTRICT  IN  CALIFORRIA. 

Mr.  QWIN  submitted  the  following  reaohilkHi; 
which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

RtmtMi,  That  die  Committee  oa  PabOe  Lands  be  is- 
straeted  to  tnqoire  Into  the  expedteacy  of  entOt  a  aew 
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land  diatrict  in  (he  State  of  California,  to  be  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Hunib(»ldl,  Trinity,  Vrelta,  and  Klamoth. 

''message  from  the  house. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representaliveg 
was  received,  by  Mr.  Fornet,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  they  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  B.  Kd  wards,  and  to  the  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Deany ,  widow  of  the  late  Lieu- 
leiinnt  James  A.  Deany,  of  the  United  States 
Army. 

Also,  that  the  House  had  passed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John  Qusman,  of 
Louisiana. 

Also,  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  for  the  relief  bf 
the  widows  and  hqirs  of  Elijah  Beebe;  and 

A  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  pri<e  of  the 
public  lands  to  actual  cultivators  and  setilerd. 
ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  Xhe  House  had  signed  thi-ee  enrolled  bills. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  then  signed  the 
enrolled  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Edwards; 
for  the  relief  of>M«ry  Deany,  widow  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  James  A.  Deany,  of  the  United  States 
Army;  and  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Isaac  P.  Simonton.  * 

SPIRITUAL  MANIFESTATIONS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Mr.  President,  I  beg  leave 
to  present  to  the  Senate  a  petition,  with  some 
fifteen  thousand  names  appended  to  it,  upon  a  very 
singular  and  novel  subject.  The  petitioners  rep- 
resent, that  certain  physical  and  mental  phenom- 
ena of  mysterious  import  have  become  so  preva- 
lent in  this  country  and  Europe  as  to  engross  a 
large  share  of  public  attention. 

A  partial  analysis  of  these  phenomena  attest, 
the  existence: 

First.  Of  an  "  occuU/brM, "  which  is  exhibited 
in  sliding,  raisin|r,  arresting,  halding,8uspending, 
and  otherwise  disturbing  ponderable  bodies,  ap- 

f>arenlly  in  direct  opposition  to  the  acknowledged 
aws  of  matter;  and  transceifSing  the  accredited 
powers  of  the  human  mind. 

Secondly.  Lights  of  various  forms  and  colors, 
and  of  dinerent  degrees  of  intensity,  appear  in 
dark  rooms,  where  chemical  action,  or  phosphor- 
escent illumination,  cannot  be  developed,  and 
where  there  are  no  means  of  generating  electricity, 
or  of  producing  combustion. 

Thirdly.  A  variety  of  sounds,  frequent  in  oc- 
currence, and  diversified  in  character,  and  of  sin- 
gular significance  and  import,  consisting  of  myste- 
rious rappings,  indicating  the  presence  of  invisible 
intelligence.  Sounds  are  often  heard  like  those  : 
produced  by  the  prosecution  of  mechanical  oper-  i 
ations — like  the  hoarse  murmurs  of  the  winds  and  1 
waves,  mingled  with  the  harsh  creaking  noise  of 
the  masts  and  riggin"  of  a  ship  laboring  in  a  rough 
aea.  Concussions  also  occur,  resembling  distant 
thunder,  producing  oscillatory  movemenia  of  sur- 
rounding objects,  and  a  tremulous  motion  of  the 
premises  upon  which  these  phenomena  occur. 
Harmonious  sounds  as  of  human  voices,  and  other 
eounda  resembling  those  of  the  fife,  drum,  trum- 
pet, <&c.,  have  been  produced  without  any  visible 
agency. 

Fourthly.  All  the  functions  of  the  human  body 
and  mind  are  influenced,  in  what  appear  to  be 
certain  abnormal  states  of  the  system,  by  causes 
not  yet  adequately  understood  or  accounted  for. 
The  "  occult  force"  or  invisible  power,  frequently 
interrupts  the  normal  operation  of  the  faculties, 
suspending  sensation  and  voluntary  motion,  and 
reducing  the  temperature  of  the  body  to  a  death- 
like coldness  and  rigidity;  and  diseases  hitherto 
considered  incurable  have  been  entirely  eradicated 
by  this  mysterious  agency. 

The  petitioners  proceed  to  state  that  two  opin- 
ions prevail  with  respect  to  the  origin  of  these 
phenomena.  One  ascribes  them  to  the  power  and 
mtelligenceof  departed  spirits,  operating  upon  the 
elements  which  pervade  all  material  forms;  the 
other  rejects  this  conclusion,  and  contends  that  all 
these  results  may  be  accounted  for  in  a  rational 
and  satisfactory  manner. 

The  memorialists,  while  thus  disagreeing  as  to 
the  causes,  concur  in  opinion  as  to  the  occurrence 
of  the  alleged  phenomena,  and  in  view  of  their 
origin,  nature,  and  bearing  upon  the  interests  of 
mankind,  demand  for  them  a  patient,  rigid,  scien- 
tific investigation;  and  request  the  appointment  of 
a  scientific  commission  for  that  purpose. 


I  have  now  given  a  faithful  synopsis  of  this 
petition,  which,  however  unprecedented  in  itself, 
has  been  prepared  with  singular  ability,  present- 
ing the  subject  with  great  delicacy  and  moderation. 
I  make  it  n  rule  to  present  any  petition  to  the  Sen- 
ate which  is  respectful  in  its  terms,  upon  any  sub- 
ject which  the  petitioners  may  desire  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  this  body.  But  having  discharged 
this  duty  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  prev- 
alence of  this  delusion,  at  this  age  of  the  world, 
amongst  any  considerable  portion  of  our  citizens, 
must  originate,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  defective  sys- 
tem of  education,  or  in  a  partial  derangement  of 
the  mental  faculties,  produced  by  a  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  physical  organization.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  believe  that  it  prevails  to  the  extent  in- 
dicated in  this  petition.  Different  ages  of  the 
world  have  had  their  peculiar  ilelusiona.  Alche- 
my occupied  the  attention  of  eminent  men  for 
several  centuries.  But  there  was  something  sub- 
lime in  alchemy.  The  philosopher's  stone,  or  the 
transmutation  of  base  metals  into  gold,  the  etizir 
vUtK,  or  water  of  life,  which  would  preserve  youth 
and  beauty,  an(l  prevent  old  age,  decay,  and  death, 
were  blessings  which  poor  humanity  ardently  de- 
sired, and  which  alchemy  sought  to  discover  by 
perseverance  and  piety. 

Roger  Bacon,  one  of  the  greatest  alchemists, 
and  greatest  men  of  the  thirteenth  century,  whilst 
searching  for  the  philosopher's  stone,  discovered 
the  telescope,  burning  glasses,  and  gunpowder. 
The  prosecution  of  tliat  delusion  led,  therefore, 
to  a  number  of  useful  discoveries.  In  the  six- 
teenth century,  flourished  Cornelius  Agrippa, 
alchemist,  astrologer,  and  magician,  one  of  the 
greatest  professors  of  kernutic  philosophy  that  ever 
lived.  He  had  all  the  spirits  of  the  air  and 
demons  of  the  earth  under  his  command.  Paulus 
Jovius  says  "  that  the  devil,  in  the  shape  of  a  large 
black  dog,  attended  Agrippa  wherever  he  went." 
Thomas  Nash  says  that"  at  the  request  of  Lord 
Surrey,  Erasmus,  and  otherlearned  men,  Agrippa 
called  up  from  the  grave  several  of  the  great  phi- 
losophers of antiqui ty ; among  others,  Tully,  whom 
he  caused  to  redeliver  his  celebrated  oration  for 
Roscius."  To  please  the  Emperor,  Charles  the 
v.,  he  summoned  King  David  and  King  Solomon 
from  the  tomb,  and  the  emperor  conversed  with 
them  long  upon  the  science  of  government.  This 
was  a  glorious  exhibition  of  spiritual  power,  com- 
pared with  the  insignif  cant  manifestations  o?  the 
present  day. 

1  will  pass  over  the  celebrated  Paracelsus,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  allusion  to  an  Englishman, 
with  whose  veracious  history  every  one  ought 
to  make  himself  acquainted.  In  the  sixteenth 
century.  Doctor  Dee  made  such  progress  in  the 
"  Tttlmudic  Mysteries,"  that  he  acquired  ample 
power  to  hold  tamiliar  converse  with  spirits  and 
angels,  and  to  learn  from  them  all  the  secreis  of 
the  universe.  On  one  occasion,  the  angel  Uriel 
gave  him  a  black  crystal,  of  a  convex  form,  which 
he  had  only  to  gaze  upon  intently,  and  by  a  strong 
effort  of  the  will,  he  could  summon  any  spirit  he 
wished  to  reveal  to  him  the  secreis  of  futurity. 
Dee,  in  his  veracious  Diary,  says,  that  one  day, 
while  he  was  silting  with  AlbertusLaski,  a  Polish 
nobleman,  "there  seemed  to  come  out  of  the  ora- 
tory a  spiritual  creature,  like  a  pretty  girl,  of  seven 
or  nine  years  of  age,  attired  on  her  head,  with 
her  hair  rolled  up  before,  and  hanging  down 
behind;  with  a  gown  of  silk  of  changeable  red 
and  green,  and  with  a  train.  She  seemed  to  play 
up  and  down,  and  seemed  to  go  in  and  out  behind 
the  books,  and  as  she  seemed  logo  between  them, 
the  books  displaced  themselves  and  made  way  for 
her."  This  1  call  a  spiritual  manifestation  of  the 
most  interesting  and  fascinating  kind.  Even  the 
very  books  fell  the  fascinating  influence  of  this 
"  spiritual  creature,"  for  "they  displaced  them- 
selves and  made  way  for  her."  Edward  Kelly, 
an  Irishman,  who  was  present,  and  who  witnessed 
this  beautiful  apparition,  verifies  the  Doctor's 
statement;  therefore  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
doubt  a  story  so  well  attested.  Doctor  Dee  was 
the  distinguished  favorite  of  Kings  and  dueens — 
a  proof  that  .spiritual  science  was  held  in  high 
repute  in  the  good  old  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

But,  of  all  the  professors  of  occvdt  science,  her- 
nutic  phitosojihy,  or  spiritualism,  the  Rosicrucians  i 
were  the  mi-st  exalted  and  refined.  With  them 
the  possession  of  ihe  philosopher's  stone  was  to  be 
the  means  of  health  and  happine.ss;  an  instrument 
by  which  man  could  command  the  serricei  of 


superior  beings,  control  the  elements,  defy  the  ob- 
structions of  time  and  space,  and  acquire  the 
most  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  secrets  of  the 
universe.  These  were  objects  worth  strugghng 
for.  The  refined  Rosicrucians  were  utterly  dis- 
gusted with  the  coarse,  gross,  sensual  spirits  who 
had  been  in  communion  with  man  previous  to 
their  day;  so  they  decreed  the  annihilation  of  them 
all,  and  substituted  in  their  stead  a  race  of  mild, 
beautiful,  and  beneficent  beings.  The  spirits  of 
the  olden  time  were  a  malignant  race,  and  took 
especial  delight  in  doing  mischief;  but  the  new 
generation  is  mild  and  benignant.  These  spirits, 
as  this  petition  attests,  indulge  in  the  most  inno- 
cent amusements  and  harmless  recreations,  such 
as  sliding,  raising  and  "lipping"  tables,  producing 
pleasant  sounds  and  variegated  lights,  and  some- 
times curing  diseases  which  were  previously  con- 
sidered incurable;  and,  for  the  existence  of  this 
simple  and  benignant  race,  our  petitioners  are 
indebted  to  the  brethren  of  the  Rosie  Cross. 

Among  the  modern  professors  of  spiritualism, 
Cagliostro  was  the  most  justly  celebrated.  In 
Paris  his  saloons  were  thronged  with  the  rich  and 
noble.  To  old  ladies  he  sold  immortality,  to 
young  ones  he  sold  beauty  that  would  endure  for 
centuries;  and  his  charming  countess  gained  im- 
mense wealth  by  granting  attendant  "  sylpks"  to 
such  ladies  as  were  rich  enough  to  pay  lor  their 
services.  "  The  Biographic  ies  ConlemporainSy" 
a  work  which  our  present  mediums  ought  to  con- 
sult with  care,  says,  "There  was  hardly  a  fine 
lady  in  Paris  who  would  not  sup  with  the  shade 
of  Lucretius  in  the  apartments  of  CagHostro;  there 
was  not  a  military  officer  who  would  not  dis- 
cuss the  art  of  war  with  Alexander,  Hannibal,  or 
Caisar;  or  an  advocate  or  counsellor  who  would 
not  argue  legal  points  with  the  ghost  of  Cicero." 
These  were  spiritual  manifestatior>s  worth  payine 
for;  and  all  our  present  degenerate  mediums  would 
have  to  hide  their  diminished  heads  in  the  presence 
of  Cagliostro.  It  would  be  a  curious  inquiry  to 
follow  this  "  occult  science"  through  all  its  phases 
of  mineral  magnetism,  animal  tnagnelism,  mesmerism, 
&c.,  until  we  reach  the  present  latest  and  lowest 
phase  of  all  "spiritual  manifestation."  But  I 
have  said  enough  to  show  the  truth  of  Burke's 
beautiful  aphorism,  "The  credulity  of  dupes  is 
as  inexhaustible  as  the  invention  of  knaves.  " 

Mr.  W  ELLER.  Whot  does  the  Senator  pro- 
pose to  do  with  the  petition? 

Mr.  PE TTIT.  Let  it*e  referred  to  the  three 
thousand  clergymen.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SHIELDS.     I  present  the  petition. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  To  what  committee  is  ittobe 
referred .' 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  suggest  that'it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  [Laugh- 
ter.) 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  that 
reference. 

Mr.  WELLER.  It  may  be  that  we  may  have 
occasion  to  enter  into  diplomatic  relations  with 
these  spirits.  [Laughter.]  If  so,  it  is  a  proper 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  that  committee.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
Americans,  when  they  leave  this  world,  lose  their 
citizenship.  It  may  bt  expedient  that  all  these 
grave  questions  should  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  of  which  I  am  en 
humble  member.  1  move  its  reference  to  that 
committee. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  really  think  it  has  been  made 
manifest  by  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  pre- 
sented the  petition,  that  he  has  gone  further  into 
the  subject  than  any  of  us,  and  that  his  ca|>acity 
to  elucidate  it,  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
Senator-^I  would,  therefore,  suggest  to  him  that 
it  should  either  go  to  a  select  committee  on  his 
motion,  or  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  of  which  he  is  chairman.  Certainly 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  allow 
the  petition  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  This  is  an  important  subject, 
and  should  not  be  sneered  away  in  this  manner. 
[Laughter.]  I  was  willing  to  agree  to  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  California;  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  send  the  petition  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  unless  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  is  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  can  do  the 
subject  justice.  I  had  thought  of  proposing  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  because  there  may  be  a 
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HouM  M  Um  aiMe  of  Ike  Unloi,  on  Ibe  Benue  tmeat- 
nwnu  Ui  House  bill  Nn.  47,  (tba  MWur;  AcadnB};4>UI,) 
itiBll  ceiuf!  In  five  intoute*  alter  Its  comidentMa  u  re- 
lumrd,  If  (be  commttiee  «hall  not  eooiier  cooie  id  a  eoa-^ 
cla«iou  upon  iheaaioe;  u>d  Uic  coaiiDiiiee  iriiell  ttiea  fro- 
coed  lo  vule  on  liuch  aiot^ndmenu  ee  may  be  pending  or 
uffrred  to  ihu  Mine,  and  thrn  rfport  it  lo  die  Uon^e,  with 
•uvh  aiaeadmeula  u  ouf  hare  Men  a(reed  to  by  Ike  eoB- 
miiee. 

Mr.  JONES,  ofTmnMMe.  I  call  for  the  pre- 
rious  quealion  on  that. 

The  pre* ious  question  receired  ■  weoiMl;  and 
the  main  queaiion  was  ordered  to  be  pat. 

The  queeuaiK  waa  tbeo  taken;  ana  thercaoia- 
tion  waa  agreed  to.  * 

Mr.  JONES, orTeDneasee.moTed  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  ibe  resolution  waa  adopted,  and 
to  lay  the  motion  to  rceon^der  upon  to*  laUe; 
whii^  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MARITIME  RIGHTS — ^THE  EDROPKAR  8TS- 
TEMS. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGB.  1  ask  the  ananimoiia 
consent  of  the  House  to  iniioduc*  tbe  followiiig 
resolutions.  All  I  desire  is,  that  they  aball  be 
read  for  inrorroation  and  referred  to  the  CoBuaiw 
tec  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  reaolutions  were  then  read,  as  follows: 

Bemlntlofit  of  CergrcM  declaratory  oToar  aiariiiaM  liclMB, 
and  ut  our  policy  inlcrdictinn  the  exteuMoo  nf  tlw  Earo* 
pran  systen  oTuoTeriiiiient  on  any  portion  of  ttiisbea^ 
rpbeie. 

JlfWtM^  ty  Ik*  Btnmlt  and  ■HlU4  •(  Rlyilinlafhii  »/ 
like  United  Stdee  »/ JlimtrUa  in  Otnfren  >wnitM,  Tbal 
Ibe  United  Statee.  aa  a  mantime  Power,  baviiif  Deniral 
righia  to  maintain,  deem  it  proper,  in  riew  oT  ifte  exvtlag 
war  111  Europe,  to  declare  and  malie  known,  ibai  every 
American  veancl  engaged  In  Ibe  Ibwfal  par  alia  of  oa»- 
nierce,  ii  beld  by  Ibia  Government  lo  be  protected  by  Ibe 
flag  iliai  coveri  her,  and  wMcb  ttaall  be  die  evidence  oCber 
naunnalily  ;  that  we  attach  u>  all  aacb  vetveb  a  cltarKMf 
of  aovereignty,  eonaidering  them  aa  doibed  wilh  i 
Ilea  c>irre»p«>nding  In  tboae  wbicb  appenaio  lo  e 


poasibility  of  astaUiriiiiw  ft  spirHual  teleffraph  be- 
tween the  material  and  tne  apirttual  world. 

Mr.  MASON.,  I  move  that  the  petitioa  lia 
~  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  atti  willing  to  allow  it  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  moijon  was^agreed  to;  and  tha  petition 
waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  JTJDICIART. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  so  much  of 
the  President's  annual  messafce  as  related  to  the 
judiciary  system  of  the  United  ^tea,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  report 
of  the  Attorney  General,  upon  the  same  subject, 
was  also  referred  to  that  committee.  We  have 
given  the  invesiigatinn  of  the  subject  anasual  care 
and  attention;  and  the  bill,  which  I  am  directed  to 
report  from  the  committee,  comes  to  the  Senate 
under  very  high  sanction.  It  embodies,  I  believe, 
the  essential  suKestions  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  Attorney  General,  and  I  maysay  ispaasin?, 
that  although  (he  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
act  under  a  pretty  correct  method  an<]  system,  the 
bill  I  present  will  receive iheirapprobation.  I  ask, 
as  the  bill  is  one  of  great  practical  importance, 
that  it  may  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  that  the  report 
which  accompanies  the  bill  be  printed. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  first 
Monday  in  May. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CAPTAINGRET  AND  OTHERS.     _ 

Mr.  PETTIT.  1  have  an  adverse  report  to 
make  from  iheComroittee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
in  reference  tg  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Grey  and  others,  to  land  upon  the  northwest  coast 
of  America.  1  will  detain  the  Senate  but  a  mo- 
ment in  explaining  the  reasons  for  the  report  of 
the  «|Dmmi.tee,  as,  it  seemed  to  us,  the  papers 
ought  to  be  referred  to  another  committee. 

The  memorial  on  which  this  report  is  made, 
pr^ys  for  two  things.  It  alleges  that  these  ex-' 
plorera  were  the  first  visitors  upon  the  northwest- 
ern ooas^  that  they  purchased  large  tracts  of 
•country  from  the  chiefs  of  ths  native  tribes  there, 
and  that  their  purchases  were  very  extensive. 
They  ask  a  confirmation  by  Congress  of  their 
title  to  these  purchases;  but. in  toe  event— and 
they  ask  in  the  aliernative-rof  the  confirmation 
not  being  granted,  they  fray  for  a  pecuniary  con- 
aideration  or  reward  for  their  trouble,  vexation,  Ac. 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  have 
directed  me  to  report  adversely  as  to  the  confirm- 
ation of  land_^so  far  as  the  petition  goes  on  that 
•object.  The  committee  regard  it  as  being  very 
cleat  that  they  could  not  have  bought  of  Uie  na- 
tives. The  parties  admit  that  they  took  posses- 
sion in  the  name  of  the  United  Stales — that  they 
raised  the  dag  of  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  conclude  that  they  must  have 
acknowledged  themaelve*  as  necessarily  coming 
within  the  policy  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
which  forbid  them  to  buy,  individually,  of  any 
tribe.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  lo  make  a  report 
on  that  subject,  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  thequestion,  not  express- 
ing any  opinion,  however,  aa  to  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment ought-or  ought  not  to  make  the  parties  a 
pecuniary  consideration;  but  if  it  ought,  it  is  clear 
that  the  matter  should  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  not  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims.  I ,  therefore,  move  that  the  report 
be  printed,  that  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreedto. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  wlis  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Houae  of  Representatives  "  to  authorize  the 
school  commissioners  of  the  fractional  township 
Mo.  1,  range  No.  10  east,  in  Alabama,  iq  locate 
one  half  section  of  land  for  school  purposes," 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  withoutomend- 
ment,  and  recommend  its  passage.  As  the  bill  is 
one  to  which  there  can  be  no  objection  whatever, 
and  as  there^s  an  anxiety  prevailing  among  those 
interested  for  its  passage,  I  move  that  it  be  now 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  CIAY.    I  trast  tb*  motien  of  iha  h«nor- 


able  Senator  from  Iowa  will  prevail.    If  I  recol- 
lect the  facts  of  the  case  correctly,  the  sixteenth 
section  of  land  in  the  township  mentioned  in  the 
bin,  (for  the  failure  of  which  it  ia  intended  to  pro- 
vide,} happened  to  bean  Indian  reservation,  and 
the  people  of  the  township  were  thereby  deprived  |' 
I  of  the  benefit  provided  by  the  general  act  for  the  'i 
I  admission  of  the  Stau  of  Alabama  into  the  Union.  '  I 
I  By  that. act  the  aixteenlh  aection  in  each  township  I' 
I  was  granted  to  the  inhabitanu  of  the  township  for 
i  the  benefit  of  common  schi>ols.    The  present  bill,   | 
I  I  believe,  is  intended  to  provide  the  citizens  of  the 
I  township  named  in  it,  with  the  benefiu  derived 
under  the  general  act  by  the  citizens  of  other  town- 
ships.    Hence,  I  trust *it  will  be  considered  .and 
passed  immediately. 

Mr.  BROWN.  ThisbiH  has  passed  the  Houae. 
I  believe.  •       ' 

Mr.  CLAY,    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BKOWN.    I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  per-  I 
mitted  to  go  over  until  to-morrow  morning.  There 
are  some  other  cases  of  the  same  kind  which  I   | 
would  like  to  have  provided  for. 

Mr.  CLAY.  But  1  hope  this  bill  will  not  be 
embarrassed  by  them. 

Mr.  BROWN.  1  will  not  embarrass  this  bill; 
but  1  should  prefer  that  it  go  over  until  to-morrow 
morning. 

GRADUATION  Or  THE  PUBLIC  LAND's. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  i 
to  actual  settlers  and  cultivators,  was  read  a  first  ' 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  ' 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  .in  doing  ' 
so  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  thai  committee  : 
I  especially  to  it,  inasmuch  as  i  introduced  a  bill  of 
:  similar  import  on  one  of  the  earliest  days  of  this 
!  session.    1  know  that  that  committee  have  a  great  ' 
deal  of  labor  upon  their  hands;  but  the  bill  is  one  i 
which  I  conceive  lo  be  worth  more  to  the  Treasury,  | 
more  to  the  country,  than  twenty  homestead  bills,  , 
and,  perhaps,  than  all  the  bills  in  addition  relating 
to  the  public  ,landa  which  have  been  passed  for 
twenty   years.      It  has  the  great  advantage  of  . 
being  founded  in  justice;  and  I  do  hope  that  the  i 
committee  will  find  it  convenient  to  act  early  upon  I 
it.'  1  think  it  requires  alight  amendment.     It  is  < 
the  first  time,  I  believe,  that  the  House  of  Rep-  { 
resentatives  have  passed  a  graduation  bill,    i  re-  I 
peat,  I  hope  the  committee  will  act  upon  it  at  an  i 
early  day,  so  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  I 
ascertaining  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  it.  ' 
The  bill  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  oo  Public 
Lands. 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED.  I 

■The  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Representative*  for  ] 
the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Elijah  Beebe, 
was  read  twice  by  its  title;  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  QWIN.  I  deaire  lo  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
up  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  week, 
at  twelve  and  a  half  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  is  a  special  order  now. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Then  I  desire  lo  say  that  1  will, 
to-morrow  week,  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  its 
consideration. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE-  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  JlprU  17, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrn. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

TnoMAi  D.  Eliot,  a  Representative  elect  from 
the  first  congressional  district  of  the  Slate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  place  of  Zeno  'Scudder,  re- 
signed, appeared,  and  was  qualified  by  taking  the 
customary  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States/ 

The  SPEAKER  slated  that  the  question  waa 
on  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

JtsMlead,  Thai  aU  dabste  la  the  Ooaaoittlseof  Iha  Wbal* 


that  our  riihis.aa  ihua  declared,  real  upon  no  precarioa*  or 
temporary  baidfl.  norapontbeeooceialoaaof  any  power, hat 
upon  publir  law  aa  ineiMed  upon  froa  tbe  early  binary  *t 
ilie  Uepabllc ;  and  that  any  attempt  lo  enforce  an  ahulm 
right  of  impreaameni,  aeareh,  detention,  oe  viaiialioa,  in 
regard  lo  auch  America*  abipa,  will  be  regarded  aa  aa  ad 
or  boelilily  lo  the  United  Slaiea,  and  Juat  came  of  war. 

ila  it  /nrlAer  raolred,  Tbal  sa  itw  cslanng  conSten  Is 
Europe  may  lead  lo  ibe  change  oT  pottUeal  aovereifniy  ia 
anme  ofthe  European  Powera.aad  tbe  deamKtiaa  oTpobi- 
ical  Biiven-lgniy  iu  oOtera,  we  deem  ii  prMwr  fiir  Oonfrcaa 
to  make  known  to  Uieni,  that  we  affirm  me  dociriae.  ibat 
wa  abottid  eonaider  any  aiienpi  oa  ibeir  pan,  m  extend 
Ibeir  ayaiem  of  goveiaaieni  lo  any  pwtioa  of  Ma  keaS- 
aphere,  aa  dangeroua  lo  our  peace  and  Mfeiy,  and  (nm  lbs 
geographical  and  commercial  poatiion  of  the  l«Uod  i>r  Oita 
lo  una  continent,  we  will  never  eonaeni  thai  keraoverelgniy 
ke  iranalerred,  eiccpi  lo  ike  Uailed  Slatea,  u>  whom  ike 
aecna  naturally  to  belong. 

Mr.  COX.  I  object  to  the  introdnetioa  of  the 
rcsolutiona. 

Mr.  WALBRIDOE.  I  move  to  saspend  the 
riiles  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  them.  All  I 
ssk  is  thst  they  be  received  and  referred  to  tba 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  bat  net 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  WaLaaiDoc't 
motion,  and  the  Chair  announced  IhaFit  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered; and  Messra.  Cuhsman  and  Gaar  weia 
appointed. 

The  question  waa  then  put;  and  the  teUtn 
reported — ayes  48,  noes  not  counted. 

Two  thinis  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

INCREASED  COMPENSATION  TO  CLERES. 

Mr.  BOBBINS.  I  am  instracted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wsys  and  Msans  to  report  tiack  Senate 
bill  No.  133,  with  a  substitute  therefor;  and  I  ask 
the  unanimous  consant  of  the  House  lo  rtpon  it 
at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tk»  bUl  wiU  ba  read  for 
information. 

The  bill  was  read  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

An  act  to  emend  the  third  section  of  an  act 
making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatie 
expense*  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
30th  of  June,  1854,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BOBBINS.  It  is  only  necessary  forme  to 
say  at  this  lime,  that  the  obiea  of  the  bill  is  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other 
persons  empkjyed  in  the  Executive  Depeurtmieais 
of  the  Government. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  having  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  bill,  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, it  will  be  receivad  from  Aa  eommiti**. 
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Mr.  GRE^Y.    Is  not  ihis  the  day  for  resolutions? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  Lnst  Monday  was 
the  day  set  apurt  for  calling  ihe  States  for  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill, 
and  I  object  to  its  introductionf  I  will  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  UobbinsJ 
what  disiiosition  he  now  proposes  to  make  of  the 
bill? 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  My  intention  is,  if  I  am 
allowed  tu  make  the  report,  to  move  to  put  the 
bill  upon  Its  passage. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  object  to  its  Intro- 
duction tit  ihis  time. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  In  enable  me  to  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Will  it  be  in  order  to 
have  the  lull  rend  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  will. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Then  I  ask  to  have  it  read, 
thai  we  may  know  what  we  are  called  to  vote 
upon. 

The  Clerk  commenced  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
but  was  arrested  by 

Mr.  CLING.MAN,  who  said:  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order,  Mr.  Speaker;  1  believe  that  before 
n  mailer  ia  regularly  before  the  House,  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  is  not  a  question  of  right,  but  one 
of  general  consent,  and  if  it  be  in  my  power  to 
prevent  its  being  read  at  this  time,  I  will  do  so.  I 
object  to  the  reading,  and  raise  that  question  of 
order. 
fL  The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  the  point 

,  of  order  well  taken,  and  sustains  it.  The  hill  is 
not  before  the  House;  and  the  question  is,  "  Shall 
it  be  received?"  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  RoBBiNs]  has  staled  the  character  of 
the  bill,  and  objection  bein;  made  to  its  rending, 
the  qtiestion  must  be  decided  by  the  House.  Does 
■-  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Taylor]  still 
desire  to  have  the  bill  read? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  do,  and  I  move  that  it  be 
read. 

Mr,  CLINGMAN.  It  will  take  a  two-third 
vote,  I  believe,  to  order  the  bill  to  be  read,  because 
the  regular  order  of  business  is  dilTerent  from  the 
reading  of  this  paper.  For  that  reason  it  requires 
a  two-ihird  vote.  The  rule  in  regard  to  such 
matters  has  been  so  decided  heretofore,  upon  my 
own  exception  to  a  ruling  of  Speaker  Cobb,  in  a 
former  Congress.  There  is  a  clause  of  the  rule 
which  says  that  a  majority  may  decide  whether 
a  paper  shall  be  read  or  not;  and  the  House  de- 
cided,during  the  Inst  Congress,  by  a  vote  of  yeas 
and  nay.i,  that  inai  clause  meant  only  such  papers 
as  were  before  the  House,  and  that  it  required  a 
two-third  vote  to  order  a  paper  to  be  read  which 
was  not  before  the  House.  If  this  bill  had  been 
reporte<l  by  the  consent  of  the  House,  a  majority 
miifht  order  it  to  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  When  a  paper  is  before  the 
House,  any  member  may  have  it  read.  The  rule 
says: 

**  When  the  rendtni;  ofa  puper  i.H  call«l  for,  and  the  (inme 
iff  ntijr'cleil  li>  t>y  any  meiiitjer,  it  shull  be  determined  by  a 
vole  of  the  House.  " 

This  is  s  paper  in  connection  with  the  legiti- 
mate business  of  the  House;  and  the  Chair  thinks 
it  comes  properly  within  the  competency  of  the 
majority  of  the  Flouse  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Chair  to  a  case  similar  to  this,  which 
occurred  during  the  Congress  before  the  last.  The 
predecessor  of  the  present  Speaker  (Mr.  Cobb] 
decided  that  a  majority  had  the  ri^ht  to  have  the 
paper  read.  I  took  an  appeal,  and  the  House, 
upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  Chuir,  and  decided  that,  upon  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a 
renolution,  the  majority  could  not  order  the  reso- 
lution to  he  read.  The  paper  is  not  before  the 
House.  If  it  was,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
read  it  a  second  lime,  it  would  then  be  for  a 
majority  to  decide;  but  .the  case  now  before  us 
does  not  come  under  that  rule.  I  can  turn  to  the 
precedent,  if  the  Chair  desires  to  see  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  is  not  consider- 
ing whether  they  will  pass  the  bill,  it  is  true.  If 
they  were,  any  member  would  have  the  right  to 
demand  that  it  should  be  read.  But  the  question 
ia  upon  suspending  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  the  bill.    The  gentleman  from  Ohio 


asks  that  it  may  be  read.  The  Chair  has  decided 
that  a  single  member  of  the  body  has  not  ihe  right 
to  demand  its  reading.  Objection  being  made,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  stated  the  sub- 
stance of  the  bill,  which  the  Chair  thinks  sulfi- 
oient  for  the  House  to  base  its  action  upon  in  de- 
termining whether  it  will  receive  it.  If,  however, 
the  majority,  for  reasons  sotRcient  to  itself,  de- 
termine that  it  shall  be  read,  the  Chair4hinks  they 
have  the  right  to  make  the  order.  The  Chair 
does  not  recollect  any  precedent  upon  which  lo 
base  his  action,  but  tie  thinks,  under  the  rule, 
they  have  ihe  right. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  suggest  a  case  to 
the  Chair.  Suppose  the  House  were  pursuing  the 
regular  order  of  business,  and  I  should  ask  that 
Ihe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should 
be  read,  would  the  Chair  hold  that  I  would  have 
the  right  to  interrupt  {he  business  of  the  House 
for  that  purpose?  • 

The  SPEAKER.  He  would  not.  It  could 
only  be  done  by  a  suspension  of  ihe  rules.  In 
this  case,  however,  Ihe  Chair  thinks  that  the 
House  have  the  right,  in  some  form,  to  have  the 
bill  for  the  introduction  of  which  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  has  been  made,  read.  He  so  de- 
cides; and  the  question  is,  "Shall  the  bill  and 
substitute  be  read  ?" 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Beii  enttctetl  by  Ihe  Stnate  and  H^wieof  Reyretentativet 
of  the  United  ^lulct  0/  ^'Imericft  m  Cuti^rrss  amtmhled, 
Tlial  of  the  clerka  nutli(»rj£fd  l»y  ttii:  third  tsei-tidii  of  llit; 
act  approved  March  lliird,  i.-iuhIoi'ii  hundri-d  and  (ilty-lhree, 
eiuitlfd  "  An  net  makiuz  oppropriauon»  tor  itie  civil  and 
diplomatic  eipt'iiiictt  ofGoveniincnl  lor  the  year  eiidiniithe 
ttiirlielh  of  June,  (-i^hlfL-n  hundrfd  and  lil'ly  four,*'  those 
of  Ihe  first  claf*  fthall  n-ceive  n  f^alary  of  twelve  hundred 
dolfirfl  per  annum  ;  those  of  ihc  second  cliiDR,  a  salary  of 
fotlrteen  hnndred  dollars  per  nnnuin ;  those  of  the  ihird 
clatis,  a  sal.iry  of  RuP'en  hundred  dollars  per  annnin  ;  and 
ail  vaeancie.-t  in  any  of  the  clus.'^es,  nanifd  in  Kaid  act  nien- 
lioned,  shall  be  filled  by  prooioiion  front  the  class  next  be 
low  ;  and  ail  clerkH  nol  provided  (or  in  chis  acl,  pcrforinins 
the  same  or  sinlihir  duties  with  Any  one  of  Ihe  classes,  shall 
receive  Ihe  •^aine  conipensatioii  as  is  allowed  10  such  class ; 
and  the  clerks  employed  in  the  ('t'tisus  itureau  shall  be 
paid,  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  the  same  as  is  hereby 
allowed  to  clerks  Mf  Ihe  si;cond  class. 

Sto.  3.  -Jnrf  he  il/urlher  ennded.  That  the  slamp  and 
blank  aijeni  for  the  Pod  Otlice  lieparimeni  receive  ihe 
same  salary  as  clerks  of  Uie  second  class,  provided  for  in 
Ihe  first  section  of  this  act ;  and  an  addition  of  iwtMily  per 
cent,  is  hereby  added  to  ihe  pay  now  anlhorizeil  by  law  10 
each  of  Uic  messensers,  packers,  laborers,  and  watchmen 
ol  Ihe  differenl  Kxeculive  Dr-partments  of  ihe  Goveninient 
in  Washineton  ;  (to  the  clerks  empUiye^d  at  Ihe  navy-yard 
and  marine  barracks,  at  \Vashinfit<in;)  In  Ihe  clerk,  mes- 
senger, and  hilmrer  in  Ihe  office  of  Cimimissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  doorkeeper  and  assistant  doorkee|>er  ai  Ihe  Bx- 
eculive  Mansion  ;  public  jfardener,  laborers  employed  in  Ihc 
public  grounds  and  I'residenl's  ganlen ;  two  additional 
walehnien  and  Ihe  police  at  the  Capitol;  watchmen  eiir 
ployed  at  llie  I'residenl's  house  and  rescrvalion  niiinber 
two,  laiiipliiihler,  the  general  superintendent;  Ihe  draw- 
keepers  of  Ihe  bridges  across  the  Eastern  Ilrancli  and 
Potomac  ;  ami  that  the  provisions  of  Uie  second  section  of 
the  act  i»f  Aui;ust  thiny-firsl,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifly- 
iwo,  "  making  approprialjims  for  Ihe  civil  and  diplomntic 
expenses  of  ihe  Governmenl  for  Ihe  year  enitinc  the  lliir- 
lielh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fi'rty-three,"  Alc,  be, 
aiul  is  hereby,  extended  to  such  persons  hr-rein  enumerated 
who  were  in  employment  dnrin^  thai  fiscal  year,  and  were 
excluded  from  Ihe  benefit  of  said  acl  by  ihe  decision  of  the 
<.V>mptr<itler  of  the  Treasury. 

Hec.  3.  ^nd  be  U  /utther  enacted.  That  instead  of  the 
salaries  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  Superinternlent  of  the 
Census,  and  to  iht;  Assistant  Poslinaslers  General,  ihey 
shall  each  receive  the  same  salary  that  is  paid  to  the  .Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Skc.  4.  Jiiid  he  it  further  enacted,  Thil  Ihe  increased 
compensation  provided  for  in  ihis  act  shall  commence 
from  Ihe  firsl  day  of  July,  eighteen  hnndred  and  fifty- 
three,  and  the  iiecewary  nmney  to  carry  this  acl  into  effect 
is  hereby  appropriated  oul  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
nol  olherwise  appropriated. 

The  following  is  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  bill: 

That  Ihe  clerks  of  the  first  class,  authorized  by  the  third 
section  of  the  acl  apiiroved  March  3,  186:1,  enlilled  '*An 
act  makinii  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplonialic  ex- 
penses 01  the  Governmenl  for  llie  yi;ar  ending  ihe  30ih  of 
June,  18.^4,"  instead  of  ihe  compensaliim  therein  provided 
tor,  shall  receive  a  salary  of  ^^1,100  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  eimcted.  Thai  Ihe  increased 
compensalinn  provided  for  in  Ihis  acl'shnll  commence  on 
the  Isl  day  of  July,  1853,  and  for  the  paymenl  of  the  same 
to  the  3Uth  day  of  June,  IH54,  ihe  necessary  money  is  here- 
by appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneysin  the  Treas- 
ury not  olherwise  appropriated- 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  demanded  on  the  motion  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  call  for  tellers  on  order- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Letcreb 
and  Dean  were  appointed. 


The  tellers  reported — ayes  40,  noe«  83;  mor* 
than  one  fifth  of  those  present. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  desire,  before  voting,  to  under- 
stand the  question.  The  question  is  whether  we 
will  receive  the  report,  is  it  nol  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  sus- 
pending the  rules,  to  enable  the  j^en'leman  from 
Pennsylvania  lo  make  the  report  from  the  Com- 
mitlee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  And  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  announces  that  his  purpose  is  to 
put  the  bill  on  its  pa9.<<aje. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  107,  nays  39;  as  follows: 

YBAP — Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Applelon,  Ashe, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Banks,  Rarksdale,  Belcher,  Bennett, 
Benson,  Bissell,  Bliss.  Boyce,  Bridges,  Biigg,  Carpenter, 
Chrisman,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cnlqnill,  Cook,  Corwhl,  Crocker, 
Culling,  John  G.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dent,  Diiiibiir,  Ea-tman,  Eddy,  Kdmands,  Edmundson, 
John  .M.  Ellioli.  Thomas  D.  Elioi,  Klli.on,  Eiheridge, 
Faulkner,  Kenton,  Fuller,  Greenwood,  Grey.  Grow,  tViley 
P.  Harris,  Harrison,  flenn,  Ifihhard,  Howc'tlughes,  Hunt, 
1  J.  Glancy  Jooe.-i,  Keill,  Kerr.  Kidwell,  Kurlz,  l.alhain, 
I  I.illy,I.i"dle'v..McDnugall.McNiiir,Maee.Maev.MaxwtlI, 
I  Mayall.Middleswarlh,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Slillir,  Mor- 
ri-on,  Nichols,  Olds,  .Mordecai  Oliver,  Phelps,  Powell, 
I'homnsRilchey,  Rabbins,  Rogers, 8app,Heward, Shannon, 
Shower.  Gerril  Sniilh,  iSaninel  A.  SnoIJi,  William  K.  .'^inilh, 
George  \V.  Smyth.  Bnodgrnss,  Richard  II.  Sinnhm,  Heslor 
L.  Stevens,  Hiratlon,  Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  John 
1..  Tiiylor,  Thurston,  Tweed,  IJpham,  V;insaiit,  Wade, 
Walbndgc,  VV'alley,  Warren,  Ellihil  B.  Wnshloirne,  Israel 
Washburn,  John  VVcnlworUi,  Wiue,  Daniel  B.  VVriehl,and 
Yates— 107. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Caskie,  Chaslain.Clingman,  Cox,  Cul- 
loni,  Dickinson,  Drain.  Edgenon,  Giddings,  Goode.  Haill- 
illon,  Aaron  Harlan.  Hastings,  Haven,  Hiester,  Ingersoll, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  (George  VV.  Jones,  Roland  .lones.  Kit- 
tredge,  Knox,  I. etcher,  McMullin,  Murray,  Parker,  Peck, 
Peekham,  Prall,  Piiryenr,  David  Ruchie,  Rulfin.  Sage, 
Skelloo,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Vail, 
Wheeler,  and  Zollicoffer — 39. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the  rule* 
were  suspended. 

Mr.  ROIJBINS,  from  the  Committee  of  Woys 
and  Means,  then  reported  back  bill  ofthe  follow- 
ing title,  with  a  substitute: 

An  actio  amend  the  third  section  of  an  act 
making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1854. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  desire  to  have  this  bill  put 
upon  its  passage;  and  as  it  contains  an  appropria- 
tion, I  move  to  suspend  thai  rule  which  requires 
bills  making  appropriations  to  be  first  considered 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  There  are  some  pro- 
visions in  the  bill  which  the  House  may  desire  to 
amend.  For  instance,  it  not  only  makes  an  appro- 
priation, but  it  makes  an  appropriation  to  execute 
this  bill  as  long  as  it  stands  on  the  statute-book. 

[Cries  of  "Older!"  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Is  it  in  order  now  lo  move 
to  refer  the  billio  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  in  order  when  the 
motion  to  suspend  this  nile  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mf.  CLINGMAN.  If  we  can  defeat  thi.?  mo- 
tion, the  bill  will  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  a  matter  of 
course,     i  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  there  were — 
yeas  10(i,  nays  40;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Ashe,  Ball, 
Banks,  Rarksdale,  Belcher,  Bennell,  Beirson,  Bissell,  Bliss, 
Bo>CB.  Bndges,  Bugg,  Carpenter,  Chrisman,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Colquill,  Cook,  Corwin.Croeker,  Curlis,  Culling,  Thomas 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dent,  Dunbar,  Eastman.  Eddy,  Ed- 
inands,  Kdmumlson,  Tlionois  I).  Kliol,  Jnlm  M,  Ellioli, 
Ellison,  Eiheridge,  Faulkner,  Fenlon,  Fuller,  Greenwood, 
Grey,  Grow,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Sampson  W,  Harris,  Wi- 
ley P,  Harris,  Harrison,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Howe,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keill,  Kerr,  Kiilwell,  Kurt?.  Ln- 
Ihain,  Lilly,  I.indley,  McDongall,  McNair,  Mace,  Maey, 
Maurice,  Maxwell,  Mayall,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 
Morrison,  Niehids,  Olds,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Phelps,  Pringle,  Thomas  Hilehev,  llohhins,  Rogers,  Sapp, 
Seward,Shannon,Shnwer.  Gerril  Smith,  .Samuel  A. Smith, 
William  K.  .Sinilh,  Snodgrass,  Riehar<l  II.  Sianlim,  Hestor 
I,.  Sievens,  Sirallon,  Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuarl,  John  • 
L  Taylor,  Thurston, Tweed.  ITpham,  Vansant.  Walbridgc, 
Wallev,  Warren.  Ellihu  B.  Washbume.  Israel  Washburn, 
John  Wentworth,Tappan  Wemworth,  Witte.and  Yates — 
lOfi.  I 

NAYS— Messrs.    Caskie,    Cha«tain,    Clinvinan,    Cox, 
Drum,  Edgerton,  Giddings,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan,  Haai-  • 
ings.  Haven,  Hiesier,  Ingersoll,  Dani'l  T.  Jones,  George 
WJooes,  Roland  Jones,  Kitiredfe,  Knox,  Letcher,  McMul- 
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in,  Middlawuth,  Mnrmy,  Parker,  Peek,  Peelibwn,  Prati, 
PuryeM.  David  Ritchie,  EufBn,  8a»e,  Skollon,  George  W. 
Smyth,  John  J.  Taylor,  Naihaniol  O.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Vail, 
Wade,  Walla,  Wheeler,  and  ZollicoBbr— 40. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  favor  ihtrtbf)  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rilte  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  merely  wish  to  sav  to  the 
House  that  the  original  bill  was  referreii  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.'  A  majority  of 
that  committee  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  sub- 
stitute; and  I  only  want  to  state  that  I  am  opposed 
to  the  substitute,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill. 
1  now  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  aslc  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
I  will  renew  it. 

{Loud  cries  of  "  No !" «'  No !"] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  task  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  for  ons  mon^t,  I  do  not 
want  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  should  like  to  gratify  the 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  submit  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  this  bill,  but  I  must  insist  on  the  demand 
for  the  j<revious  question. 

Mr.  JONE£.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  a  speech. 
I  merely  desire  to  make  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.    I  must  insist  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  Lam  one  of  the  committee  who 
have  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  1  wish  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  Chair.  If  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  does  not  prevail,  will  not  the  first 
question  be  on  the  substitute? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  will  be 
on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  And  if  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  sustained  i 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  bring  the  House  to  a 
vote  directly  on  the  substitute,  and  then  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  And  if  the  substitute  is 
voted  down,  the  question  will  then  be  on  the  Sen- 
ate bill? 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes,  on  the  Senate  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Well,  I  hope  the  Senate 
bill  will  pass. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
lay  the  bilf  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  for  the  reason  that 
the  previous  question  is  demanded. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  then  desire  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
RoBBiNt]  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previ- 
ous question. 

Mr.  BOBBINS.  I  should  like  to  gratify  the 
gentleman;  but  there  are  so  many  gentlemen 
around  me  insisting  upon  the  previous  question, 
that  I  cannot  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  to  Ut  the  bill  upon  the 
table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the  yearf  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  wer»— 
yeas  30,  nays  115;  as  follows: 

TE  AS— Memn.  Caikie,  Ctaaatain,  Clinfman,  Cox,  CdI- 
lorn,  Dick,  Drnno,  Edgerton,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan, 
Haalingf,  Haven,  Ingeraoll,  Daniel  T.  Jonee,  George  W. 
Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Knox,  Letcher,  McMullin,  Mur- 
ray, Parker,  Pratt,  Puryear,  Suffin,  Skellun,  John  J.  Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel  O.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Vail,  and  Wheeler— 30. 

NAYS— Mesfra.  Aikeo,  JameiC.  AJIan,  Applelon,  Aahe, 
Ball,  Btak;  Barksdair,  Barry,  Bennett,  Bcnoon,  Bieaell, 
Bliia,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Carpenter,  Chrionian,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Colqniil,  Cook,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Cunis,  Cuuine,  John  O. 
Davis,  Thoniaa  Davis,  Dawaun,  Dean,  Dent,  Dickinaon, 
Dunhar,  Eastman,  Eddy,  Edmsoda,  Edmuhdaon,  Thomas 
D.  Eliot,  John  M.  Elliott,  Ellison,  Elheridge,  Farley,  Faulk- 
ner, Fenton,  Fuller,  Giddings,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Andrew 
J.  Harlan,  Sanipeon  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison, 
llenn,  Hibbard,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  J.  Clancy  Jnnes, 
Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Latbam,  Lilly,  Liadley, 
Mncdonald,  McNaif,  Mace,  Macy,  Maurice,  Maxwell, 
,  Mayall,  Middleswarth,  Smith  Miller,  Morrison,  Nichols, 
Olds,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mnrdecai  Oliver,  Peckham,  Pheipa, 
Powell,  Pringle,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Bobbins, 
Rogers,  Sapp,  Seward,  Shannon,  Shower,  Gerrit  Smith, 
Samuel  A.  K^nith,  William  B.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth, 
Snndgras.',  Richard  U.  Siantnn,  llevtor  L.  Stevens,  Slrat- 
ton,  Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurs- 
ton, Tweed,  Upham,  Vanaani,  Walbridge,  Wuley,  War- 
ren, EUibu  B.  Waahbune,  liiael  Wsabknra,  Well*,  John 


Wenlwonh,  Tappan  Wentwonli,  Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbl, 
and  Yates— US. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table, 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  now  ask  for  a  vote  on  the 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio,  demanded  tellers; 
which  were  ordered;  said  Mesttrs.  Jonei,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  AsHB,  were  appointed. 

Upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  the  tellers  reported    ayes  66,  noes  63. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr. JONES,  ofTennessee.  IfthcHousashoold 
refuse  to  order  the  main  queation  to  be  now  put, 
will  it  not  be  in  order  to  ouer  amendments  to  the 
bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  should  refuse 
to  order  the  main  question  to  be  now  put,  it  will 
carry  the  bill  over  until  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES.   That  is  a  change  from  the  prac- 
tice which  prevailed  a  year  or  two  ago. 
'  The  question  recurring  upon  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  wer^— 
yeos  81,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mesrrs.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  David  1.  Btiley, 
Banks,  Bark^dale,  Bennett,  Benson,  Uis«el1,  Bliss,  Bridges, 
Carpenter,  Chri>nian,  t^lark,  Colquitt,  Cook,  Corwin,  Cut 
ling,  Thomas  Davis,  Daw,ion,  Dent,  Dunbar,  Enslnian, 
Eddy,  Eilmundsnn,  Thomas  D.  Elini,  John  M.  Ellion.  Elli- 
aon,Eltli>ridge,  Farley,  Faulkner,  Fenton, Greenwood,  An- 
drew J.  Hurlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison,  Henn,  Hibliard, 
Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  J-  Glancy  Jones,  Kerr,  Kunx,  La- 
tbam, Lindley,  McNair  Mace.  Macy,  Maxwell,  Mayall, 
John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Nicholii,  Olds,  Mordecal  Oli- 
ver, Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbina,  Rogers,  Sapp,  Seward, 
Shannon,  Shower,  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam R.  Smith,  Siodgrasa,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Hestnr.L. 
Stevens,  Andrew  Smart,  David  Sloan,  John  L.  Taylor, 
Thurston,  Cpham,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  AVarren.  Ellihu 
B.  Wasbbums,  Israel  Washburn,  Witta,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
and  Yates — 81. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Appleton,  Ball,  Belcher,  Boyce,  Caskle, 
Chaaiain,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Cox,  Culloin,  John  O.  Davis, 
Dean,  Dickinson,  Dram,  Edgerton,  Edmands,  Giddinga, 
Grey.  Grow,  HainUton,  Aaron  Harian,  Sampson  W.  Har- 
ris, Hastlnts,  Haven,  Hieater,  Ingersoll,  Johnson,  DanlelT. 
Jonea, George  W.  Jooea,  Roland  Jones.  KIdwell,  KItlredge, 
Knox,  Leldier,  Lilly,  McMullin,  Miadleswartli,  Murray, 
Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Phillips,  Powell,  Pratt,  PrinsI*, 
Puryear,  David  Ritchie,  RuflIn,  Sage,  Skelton,  Geona  W, 
Smyth,  Stratton,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Aylor, 
Tracy,  Vail,  Wade,  Walley,  Wells,  John  Wentwonb, 
Tappan  Wentworth,  Wheeler,  and  ZoUicoH°er— 63. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  first  recurs 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  committe*. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
if  the  vote  is  not  directly  upon  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  is  brought  first 
to  a  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  will  now 
be  read. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  And  then  the  vote  will  be  upon 
the  Senate  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  be. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  1  ask  that  the  original  bill 
and  the  substitute  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  same,  (as  inserted  pre- 
viously.) 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  (inserted  above,)  and  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  70,  nays  82;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Jamea  C.  Allen,  Appleton,  David  1. 
Bailey,  Barry,  Belcher,  Diasell,  Boyce,  (Jaskie,  CbasUin, 
Clingman,  Oohb,  Cox,  Crocker,  Cullnm,  John  O.  Davis, 
Dean,  Dent,  Dickinson,  Drum,  Edgerton,  Edmundsnn, 
Elison,  Fuller,  Giddings,  Grey,  Grow,  Hamillon,  Aaron 
Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hastings,  Haven,  Hibbard, 
Hiester,  Ingersoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones, 
Roland  Jones,  Keitt,  Kitlredge,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lilly, 
McMullin,  Maurice,  Middleswarth,  Murray,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Peck,  peckham,  Phillips,  Pratt,  Pringle,  Pur- 
year, David  Ritchie,  RuflWi,  Sage,  Seward,  Skelton,  George 
W.Smyth,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy, 
Tweed,  Vail,  Wade,  Wells,  John  Wentwonb,  Wbecler, 
and  Znlllcoffer— 70. 

NAYS  — Messra.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  Ball,  Banks, 
Barksdale,  Bennett,  Benson,  Bliss,  Bridges,  Bngg,  Carpen- 
ter, Chri^man,  Clark,  Colquitt,  Cook,  Corwin,  Cutting, 
Thomas  Davip,  Dawson,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmands, Thomas 
D.  Eliot,  Ellieridse,  Fnriey,  Fanlkner,  Fenmn,  Gnode, 
GreenwfKMl,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Wiley  J*.  Harris,  Harrison, 
llenn,  Howe,  Hughea,  Hunt,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well,  Kurtz,  Latham,  Liodley.Macdonald,  McNair,  Mace, 
Macy,  Maxwell,  Mayall,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 
Honisos,  Nichols,  Olds,  Powtll,  Thomas  Kllehey,  Rob- 


bins,  Rogers,  Sapp,  Bbannon,  Shower,  Gerrit  Smith,  Sam- 
uel A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Snodfrasa,  Richard  R. 
Stanton,  Hestor  L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  Andrew  Stnait, 
David  Stuart,  John  L.  Tarlor,  Tharaton,  Upham,  Vaa- 
sant,  Walbridge,  Walley,  Warren,  Ellihu  B.  Washburae, 
Israel  Washburn,  Tappan  Wentwonb,  Wine,  Daniel  B 
Wright,  and  Yates— «3. 

So  the  substitute  waa  not  adopted. 
Mr.  DEAN.    I  move  that  the  bill  belaid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  taken ;  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  61,  nays  84;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Measrs.   Appleton,     Asbe,    Bairy,    Beldwr, 
Boyce,  Caskle,  Chsataln,  Clingman,  Coz,  Callom,  Conii, 
John  O.  Davis,  Dasn,  Deal,  Dieklnaoa,  Draai,  Edgeflra, 
Ellison,  English,  Fuller,  Goode,  Gray,  Grow,  Haaulioa, 
Aaron  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  HaMinga,  Haven,  Hib- 
bard, Ingersoll,  DanlelT.  Jonea, George  w. Jonea, Kolaad 
Jones,  Kitlrrdse,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lilly,  McMullia,  Mai- 
rice,  Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  PbiUipa,  Pratt, 
Puryear,  David  Ritchie,  Rnffln,  Sage,  Seward.  Sketoa, 
George  W.  Smyth,  John  1.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  6.  Taylor, 
Trary,  Tweed,  Vail,  Wells,  Wheeler,  and  ZoHicoAr— <l. 
NAVS— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  G.  AUen,  WiUis  Alles, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Banks,  Barkadale,  Bannen,  Beaaea, 
I  Bissell,  Bliss,  Bridges,  Carpenter,  Caruihcfa,  CbriaiBaa, 
,  Clark,  Colqulii,  Cook,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Cotlinf,  Tbomaa 
{  Davis,  Dawson,  Dunbar,  Eastman,  Eddy,  Kduands,  Ed- 
I  mundson,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  John  M.  Ellion,  EUwsidge, 
j  Fariey,  Faulkner,  Fenton,  Oreenwvod,  Andrew  J.  Hailaa, 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison,  Henn,  How«j  Hugiiea,  Bbm, 
I  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kerr,  KIdwell,  Kurts,  LaihaiD,  Lindley, 
I  Macdonald,  McDoogall,  McNalr,  Mace,  Macy,  MaxweO, 
.Mayall,   Middleswarth,    John  G.  Miller,  BaiHh  MUfr, 
Nichols,  Olds,  Mordecal  Oliver,  Peekhan,  Phelps,  Powell, 
'  Pringle,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Bobbins.  Rogers,  Sapp,  Sbaaaoa, 
I  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  B.  Saiiih,  Saod- 
grass,  Richard  H.  Stantnn,  Hestor  L.  SleveDS,  StraBne, 
David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Unhaas,  VaoaaM, 
Walbridge,  Walker,  Walley,  Warrea,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
burn, Israel  Waahbum,  John  Wentwnnh,  Tappaa  Wcat- 
worth,  Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Yate»-«t. 

So  the  House  refused  to  kiy  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  move  that  the.  Hon*e  do  bow 
adioum. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  eaU  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  najrs  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  House 
refused  to  adjourn. 

[Here  a  meaaage  waa  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  his  Private  Secre- 
tary, notifying  the  House  thst  he  did  approve  and 
aign  Hooae  bill  No.  54,  entitled  "A  bill  fbrike 
rdief  of  Madiaon  Parton."] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Is  it  compeloit  now  to 
move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  alate  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  main  ques- 
tion has  been  ordered ,  and  the  queation  ia  upon 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engn>ased  and  read  a  thirl 
time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  aak  the  previoos 
question  on  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  queation  is 
now  operating  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  to  lay  the  biB 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  On  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.    Is  that  motion  now  in  onler? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  m  order,  for  the  reason 
that,  since  the  last  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
acted  on,  the  Hooae  has  voted  on  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Have  we  not  jost 
taken  a  vole  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  Since  then  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ haa  been  made  and  voted  on . 

Mr.  JONES.  That  does  not  alter  the  positioa 
of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  mere  qucau'on  of 
time.  In  the  morning  the  House  might  not  be 
willing  to  lay  a  bill  on  the  (able,  but,  witboot  act- 
ing on  the  bill  during  the  day,  the  House  might 
be  willing  in  the  evening  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
'The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  McMoi- 
lin's  motion;  and  it  was  dscided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossetf,  it  was  sub- 
sequently read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  and  Mr.  ROBBINS  both 
claimed  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.    If  the  gentleman  from  Psan- 
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sylvania  [Mr.  Robbiks]  addressed  the  Chair,  he 
is  entitled  to  the  floor  by  courtesy. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  wish  to  know  if  the  previ- 
ous question  is  exhausted.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Then,  sir,  1  demand  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  t)ill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  has  not  got  the 
floor  to  submit  that  motion. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Can  that  motion  be  made 
while  I  have  the  floor.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Jones]  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania had  made  a  motion  which  he  could  not 
debate,  and  was  not,  therefore,  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  entitled  to  the  floor, 
on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire  if 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  voted  inihe  affirm- 
ative.' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    There  was  no  division. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Does  the  gentleman  frpm  Ten- 
nessee say  that  he  voted  in  the  affirmative  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  As  there  was  no  division, 
any  gentleman  is  entitled,  according  to  the  rules 
and  practice  of  the  House,  to  move  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  attempt  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  Vjie 
way  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  see  that  a  ma- 
jority of  more  than  two  to  one  is  determined  to 
pass  it.  But,  sir,  my  object  in  making  the  motion 
to  reconsider,  is  merely  to  slate  one  objection  to 
the  bill  which  I  am  confident  that  a  majority  of 
the  House  would  have  remedied,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Robdins]  had  permitted 
me  to  point  it  out.  I  ask  that  the  last  clause  of 
the  bill  may  be  read. 

The  fourth  section  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Bt  it  farlher  enacted,  That  llie  increase  of  compensa- 
tion provided  for  in  this  act  shall  coininence  from  the  l^t 
day  of  July,  !853;  and  the  necet^nary  rnoney  iocarry  this  act 
into  effect  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  Uie 
Treasury  nut  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  to 
have  the  last  section  of  the  substitute  read. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  substitute  has  been  voted 
down. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  if  the  substitute  to  tlie  bill  does 
not  contain  the  same  provision  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  not.  This  bill  provides 
for  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  in  this  city,  of  the 
first,  second,  and  third  classes,  and  who  constitute 
nearly  the  entire  force  employed  in  the  Executive 
Departments.  Should  it  pass  with  that  clause  in 
it,  a  permanent  and  indefinite  appropriation  of 
money  will  thereby  be  made  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  clerks  provided  in  this  bill,  so  lone  as  the 
act  Khali  stand  upon  the  statute-book.  The  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  the  next  year,  when  they  come 
to  submit  estimates,  will  not  present  any  as  a 
basis  of  appropriation  for  the  current  year  to  pay 
these  clerks,  but  they  will  take  the  money  out  of 
the  Treasury  under  this  appropriation  for  the  next 
year,  and  from  y»ar  to  year,  for  a  hundred  or 
thousand  years,  should  the  law  remain  upon  the 
statute-book  that  long.  The  bill  provides  for  a 
permanent  and  indefinite  appropriation;  and  it  re- 
moves, in  my  opinion,  all  checks  and  guards  upon 
the  Executive  officers  touching  the  payment  of 
these  salaries.  So  important  were  the  appropria- 
tions thought  to  be  for  a  limited  period,  that  the 
Constitution  provides  that  no  appropriation  for 
the  support  and  sustenance  of  the  Army  of  the 
country  shall  be  for  more  than  two  years.  But 
here,  by  this  proposition,  you  makean  appropria- 
tion for  the  increase  of  these  salaries  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  of  time,  unless  there  shall  be  future 
legislation  altering  or  changing  its  provisions. 

The  provision  which  I  wished  to  incorporate 
into   the  bill,  before  the  previous  question  was 


sustained,  was,  that  nothing  in  this  act  should 
be  construed  as  appropriating  money  for  a  longer 
period  than  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  requiring 
the  salaries  of  these  clerks  to  be  estimated  for  and 
submitted  to  Congress  at  each  session,  as  the  sal- 
aries of  the  President,  heads  of  Departments,  and 
members  of  this  House  are  estimated  for  and  sub- 
mitted at  each  session.  I  suppose  the  matter  has 
gone  so  far  now  that,  perhaps,  the  House  will  not 
reconsider  the  step  they  have  taken;  but  if  they 
will  allow  me  to  propose  the  amendment  I  have 
indicated,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  any 
other  portion  of  the  bill.  I  ask  for  the  previous 
question  upon  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  withdraw  his  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  for  one  moment.  1  promise  to 
renew  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  withdraw  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  desire  to  say  only  a  word 
or  two  to  the  House  in  regard  to  this  bill.  It  may 
be  unpleasant  to  gentlemen  who  have  made  up 
their  mind  to  vole  for  it  to  hear  any  remarks;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  bill  in  all  its  features  is 
thoroughly  understood.  I  promise  not  to  be  te- 
dious, as  1  desire  only  to  make  a  few  suggestions. 
The  proposition  now  under  consideration  is  a  very 
important  one,  as  it  increases,  by  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  annual  expenses  of  theOov- 
ernment;  and  I  think  that  we  may  be  likely  to 
hurry  it  through  without  due  examination,  and 
without  giving  meiSbers  nn  opportunity  for  that 
discussion  and  consideration  which  all  bills  making 
appropriations  of  money  ought  to  receive.  It  isa 
bill  which  appropriates  a  large  sum  of  money;  but 
the  principal  effect  is  more  objectionable  than  the 
waste  of  money  even.  We  have  lately  got  into 
great  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  the 
appointment  of  clerks.  Itiswell  known  that  there 
is  an  immense  rush  here  for  offices.  Every  man 
here  is  pressed  from  time  to  lime  with  applications 
from  their  constituents  to  get  them  situations  in 
the  diff°erent  oflficea  of  the  Government. 

I  believe  that  the  action  of  Congress  during  the 
last  session  has  contributed  very  much  to  produce 
this  evil  of  which  1  speak.  Everybody  admits 
that  the  fact  of  there  being  so  much  office-seeking 
under  the  Government  is  a  very  serious  vice. 
There  is  a  very  great  desire  to  get  into  public 
offices,  and  there  is  a  constantly  increasing  num- 
ber of  men  who  are  sseking  furlhem.  There- 
suit  is,  that  whenever  we  have  a  State  or  a  presi- 
dential election  there  is  an  immense  excitement  in 
the  country;  and  Congress  ought  not  to  legislate 
in  any  way  that  will  tend  to  increase  this  mischief. 

A  t  the  last  session  of  Congress  there  was  a  prop- 
osition brought  ill  to  increase  ihe  salaries  of  the 
clerks.  The  eighl-hundreddollar  clerks  were 
raised  up  to  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
all  classes  of  these  employees  were  moved  forward 
to  a  higher  rate  of  compensation. 

During  the  discussion  upon  that  occasion  I  re- 
member very  well  that  an  eloquent  friend  of  mine 
[Mr.  Gentry,  of  Tennessee]  made  a  handsome 
plea  in  favor  of  the  increase.  He  told  us  of  a 
young  man  in  the  practice  of  law  in  his  own  Slate 
who  came  here  and  obtained  a  thousand-dollar 
clerkship.  He  brought  his  wife  and  family  here, 
and  he  found  that  he  could  not  conveniently  sus- 
tain himself  upon  his  salary.  He  presented  the 
case  very  feelingly  and  ably;  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  House  went  forward,  and  passed  a 
bill  for  the  increased  compensation.  The  present 
bill  raises  the  salaries  of  the  lower  class  of  clerks 
to  $1,2U0  per  annum;  the  second  class  to  Jl,400, 
antl  so  on.  It  also  gives  back  pay  additional  to 
the  clerks  that  have  already  been  in  office,  &c.  It 
thus  appears  that  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  an 
increased  salary  than  before.  Let  us  see  how  that  is 
broughtabout.  Here,  for  instance,  isa  young  man 
practicing  law  in  Tennessee.  He  is  informed  that 
men  obtain  at  Washington  what  he  regards  as  a 
'high  salary.  He  makes  an  application  through 
his  friends,  obtains  an  appointment  to  an  office  in 
one  of  the  Departments,  and  comes  on  here  and 
enters  upon  the  performance  of  its  duties.  He 
finds  that  his  expen.ses  are  considerable;  holds 
office  for  a  few  years,  and  then  probably  leaves  it, 
or  is  turned  out  under  an  incoming  Administra- 
tion. In  ninetaen  out  of  twenty  such  cases  the 
individual  goes  home  insolvent,  or  nearly  so — a 

freat  many  of  them,  perhaps,  having  contracted 
ad  habits  from  their  associations  in  Washington. 


Now,  if  the  public  service  required  this,  I  would 
vote  the  money,  and  let  the  men  be  sacrificed,  just 
as  men  are  sacrificed  in  battle,  or  die  by  disease 
contracted  upon  the  frontiers.  But  if  the  pub- 
lic service  does  not  demand  it,  there  is  no  just 
principle  which  requires  that  we  should  give  it. 
The  rule  which  an  individual  adopts  for  his  gov- 
ernment in  like  cases,  is  to  give  that  sum  which 
will  secure  a  competent  man  to  perform  the  duties 
which  he  desires.  I  know  of  no  other  principle 
which  the  Government  should  adopt  for  the  guid- 
ance of  its  action. 

If  you  want  a  mere  copying  clerk,  any  man 
who  can  keep  a  country  school  in  your  district  or 
mine,  or  who  would  be  employed  as  a  merchant's 
clerk  to  keep  books,  is  competent  for  that  purpose. 
Such  individuals  are  glad  to  get  three  or  four  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year  in  the  country;  and  we  have 
such  individuals  constantly  coming  to  us  to  obtain 
employinentin  directing  speeches  and  documents, 
or  to  seek  places  as  messengers  in  the  Depart- 
ments, at  that  rate  of  pay.  I  remember  a  case 
which  will,  perhaps,  illustrate  the  principle.  I 
will  state  it.  At  the  beginning  of  this  session  s 
lady  came  to  me  with  a  letter  of  introduction,  who 
stated  to  me  that  she  had  a  husband,  who  was  a 
messenger  in  one  of  the  Depnrlmenis,  and  got 
thirty  dollars  per  month;  that  his  health  was  very 
bad,  and  that  he  was  barely  able  to  discharge  his 
duties.  He  was  not  able  to  attend  to  any  other 
sort  of  business  when  not  performing  office  duty, 
affd  he  had  half  a  dozen  children.  She  was  very 
anxious  to  get  one  of  her  sons  in  here  as  a  page 
in  the  House,  i  called  upon  the  Doorkeeper  of 
the  House,  who  is  a  very  polite  and  obliging 
man,  and  asked  him  to  give  this  boy  a  place.  He 
informed  me  that  he  could  not,  because  several 
members  of  Congress  had  brought  on  young  boys 
from  the  distant  Slates  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
these  situations  for  them.  The  conclusion  I  came 
to  was,  that  the  pages  are  paid  so  well  as  to  mnke 
it  worth  while  to  hring  on  these  boys  from  the 
distant  parts  of  the  Union  to  get  these  appoint- 
ments. Our  pages  receive  two  dollars  a  day, 
regular  compensation.  During  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  by  a  two-third  vote,  but  against  mine, 
the  House  agreed  to  give  the  pages  a  sum  in  ad- 
dition as  an  extra  allowance,  amounting  to  con- 
siderable more  than  their  salary  for  the  session, 
making  their  pay  as  much  as  four  or  five  dollars 
a  day;  and  the  result  is,  as  I  slated,  that  boys  are 
brought  on  from  the  remote  Stales  imd  secure 
places,  while  those  in  thecity  who  need  the  pay  as 
much  areexcluded.  This  is  an  abuse  which  I  have 
constantly  opposed,  but  unsuccessfully  heretofore. 
In  fact,  at  each  session  I  am  in  a  minority  of  less 
than  one  third,  generous  members  giving  away 
the  public  money  to  their  favorites  here. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  fact.  There  ore  persons  in  the  city  who 
are  glad  to  be  employed  as  copying  clerks  at  a 
dollar  a  day.  But  when  you  raise  the  salary  of 
copying  clerks  to  $1,000  a  year,  you  throw  these 
persons  out  of  employment.  And  how.'  Why,  as 
soon  as  ihesalariesareraised.and  the  fact  becomes 
known  abroad,  young  politicians  from  North  Car- 
olina, from  Tennessee,  and  from  the  remote  Slates, 
will  come  here  and  apply  for  the  places.  They 
are  young  men  out  of  business,  or,  perhaps,  a 
little  above  their  business,  and  having  political 
influence,  they  secure  the  situations;  and  those 
herein  thecity  aredisplaced.  This  is  the  way  the 
system  works;  while  you  take  more  and  more 
from  your  Treasury,  you  get  no  betterofficers,  but, 
in  fact,  worse  ones. 

Suppose  you  were  to  pay  the  workmen  employed 
upon  the  wings  of  your  Capitol  ten  dollars  a  day; 
the  consequence  would  be  that  men  would  come  on 
here  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union  and  apply 
for  situations.  Political  influence  would  be  brought 
into  requisition,  and  the  Superintendent  would 
probably  finally  be  obliged  to  distribute  his  work- 
men among  the  different  States,  as  the  cadets  and 
midshipmen  are  now  distributed.  As  it  is  now, 
the  ordinary  price  is  paid,  and  proper  workmen 
are  obtained ,  without  any  noise  being  made  abroad 
in  reference  to  it. 

I  know  we  are  called  upon  to  be  liberal  to  these 
clerks,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  so;  I  have 
friends  from  my  seclion  of  country  among  them. 
But  it  is  not  our  own  money  that  we  are  voting 
away.  We  only  act  as  the  trustees  of  the  people; 
and  I  am  not  going  to  vote  to  raise  the  compensa- 
tion of  these  clerks  still  higher  when  hundreds  of 
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my  constiluenta  work  quitdas  hard  at  home,  and 
do  not  receive  more  than  fifty  or  seventy  five  cents 
a  day  for  it.  Suiipose,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should 
say  to  you,  I  am  directed  by  one  of  my  constitu- 
enia  to  get  some  work  done  for  him;  I  um  hisi  agent 
merely,  or  trustee;  I  can  get  it  done  for  9IUO,  but 
there  is  a  j^ood  clever  fellow  who  wants  me  to  give 
him  i'itiO  as  a  favor  to  do  it;  and  I  should  tell  you, 
further,  my  consdiuent  Is  a  poor  man  but  an  hon- 
est one,  and  a  hiu"d  worker,  with  a  large  family 
that  he  is  trying  to  educate,  and  he  finds  it  very 
difliculi  to  get  along  and  maintain  them.  You 
would  at  once  tell  me  that,  ng  an  honest  man,  I  had 
no  right  to  give  away  §100  of  his  money  merely  to 
gratify  one  of  my  favorites;  that  I  would  act  fraud- 
ulent as  a  trustee,  if  I  were  to  spend  his  money  thus. 
Suppose,  sir,  I  should  go  to  one  of  my  constituents, 
who  was  plowing  in  hLi  field, and  say  tohim,  Why 
do  you  not  hire  hrfkidsat  seventy-five  cents  or  a  dol- 
lar per  day,  to  help  you  lend  more  land  and  make 
a  bigger  crop  ?  He  will  tell  me,  "  1  cannot  iilTord  to 
give  anybody  seventy  five  cents  per  day.  I  cannot 
give  fifty  cents  per  day  in  cash  to  hire  a  hund.  I 
am  not,  perhaps,  clearing  that  amount  myself."  If 
1  should  say  to  him,  "  Now,  my  friend,  you  are 
taxed  on  your  plow, on  your  salt,  yoursugar,  the 
woolen  goods  you  wear,  or  the  blankets  you  buy 
to  protect  your  family  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
season.  Are  you  willing  to  pay  an  additional  tax; 
you  who  are  making  from  fifty  cents  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  day.'  Are  you  willing  to  pay  an 
additional  tax  in  enable  some  others  to  get  more 
than  four  or  five  dollars  per  day,  who  are  not 
working  near  as  hard  as  you  do  '•"  He  will  tell 
tell  me  instantly,  "No!"  Have  I  the  right  to 
take  that  man's  money  who  pays  it  for  public  pur- 
poses, for  necessary  expenses,  and  appropriate  it 
to  an  uncalled  for  increase  of  salary,  merely  to 
gratlly  my  favorites  .'  The  moment  I  go  beyond 
(he  line  of  what  is  just  and  proper;  the  moment  I 
determine  to  give  a  man  mora  than  his  work  is 
worth — for  the  value  of  every  man  is  regulated  by 
the  demand  for  his  services — 1  cannot  say  that  I 
do  what  my  duty  calls  for.  If  1  employ  a  man 
to  do  my  private  work,  and  I  pay  him  more  than 
he  gels  from  anybody  else,  I  pay  him  well.  The 
fact  that  you  can  get  men  to  come  forward  and 
seek  these  offices,  if  you  were  to  put  them  down  to 
£500  or  $6U0,is  evident  that  they  are  doing  better 
here,  in  their  own  opinion,  than  anywhere  else. 

The  only  rule  for  Congress  to  adopt  is  the  one 
which  I  have  laid  down,  and  that  is,  to  pay  what 
is  necessary  to  obtain  competent  men.  I  admit, 
for  higher  officers,  your  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
and  others,  who  are  required  to  understand  the 
laws  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  have  Judicial 
mind^,  you  ought  to  pay  more.  The  rule  we  have 
to  adopt  is  to  pay  what  will  secure  the  neces.sary 
work.  Do  as  any  honest  trustee  would  do  with 
a  trust  fund.  Where  he  has  to  spend  any  money 
for  his  trustors,  he  will  spend  only  as  much  as 
will  get  the  work  done.  If  you,  Mr.  Speaker, and 
1  were  employed  to  have  a  house  built  for  a  man, 
we  would. not  think  it  right  to  pay  twice  as  much 
as  we  could  get  the  work  well  done  for  merely 
to  gratify  those  in  our  employ. 

And  I  will  beg,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  gentlemen 
will  bear  one  thing  in  mind.  There  has  not  been 
a  single  instance,  during  my  time  in  Congress, 
where  the  emoluments  of  an  office  have  been  re- 
<luced.  I  do  not  speak  of  petty  post  offices.  We 
reduced  the  salaries  there,  indirectly,  by  reducing 
the  rates  of  postage.  You  will  find  that  whenever 
you  move  a  man  forward — I  do  not  care  what 
office  he  fills — ihe  result  is  that  he  stands  where 
he  is  advanced.  This  matter  of  salaries  is  an 
advancing  tide;  it  never  recedes. 

Again:  You  cannot  satisfy  the  wants  of  these 
gentlemen.  Suppose  you  raise  the  clerkships  up 
to  $8,000  per  year,  the  amount  now  given  cabinet 
officers.  Well,  the  result  will  be  that  men  who  have 
been  Governors  in  their  own  States,  or  Senators  of 
the  United  States,  understanding  that  they  can 
get  $8,000  per  year,  wUlcome  here,  and  such  men 
will  fill  the  clerkships.  They  will  crowd  out  those 
individuals  who  would  be  glad  to  <lo  the  work  at 
lower  rates;  and  after  they  have  held  those  offices 
ten  years,  they  will  petition,  if  they  think  that 
we  will  listen  to  their  petitions.  They  will  tell  us 
that  house  rent  is  high;  that  they  are  bound  to  en- 
tertain their  friends  when  they  come  here;  that 
it  costs  a  great  deal  to  keep  up  carrisges,  and  rent 
pews  in  fashionable  churches,  and  that  they  must 
have  an  increase  to  010,000  per  year. 


There  is  notaman  in  thecountry  who  Is  making 
money  as  fast  as  he  wants  to,  and  there  is  not  a 
man  iiulding  office  who  gets  as  much  as  he  would 
like  to  get;  and  if  you  will  ask  him  whether  he 
ought  to  have  an  advance,  h*  will  answer,  "  Yes, 
1  can  turn  this  money  to  a  good  account." 

Gentlemen  talk  to  me  about  liberality.  I  can 
very  well  understand  the  liberality  of  the  man 
who  puts  his  hand  into  his  own  pocket,  and  pays 
out  his  own  money.  I  do  not  call  it  libernlity  10 
misuse  the  money  of  other  people,  and  give  it 
away  to  favorites.  This  money  is  raised  by  tax- 
ation. It  is  taken  from  an  unwilling,  reluctant 
community.  They  are  willing  to  pay  as  much  as 
we  need,  and  nothing  more.  And  I  do  not  feel 
that  1  can,  with  any  son  of  propriety,  insist  on 
taxing  my  constituents,  the  majority  of  whom 
cannot  make  one  dollar  per  day,  to  enable  others 
to  get  a  much  larger  sum,  when  we  can  secure  the 
service  for  leSs. 

I  want  to  present  these  considerations  to  the 
House.  1  intend,  at  some  lime  during  this  ses- 
sion, if  I  gel  the  opportunity  on  one  of  the  appro- 
priuiioii  bills,  to  say  something  about  the  char- 
acter of  the  public  expenditures  of  the  country. 
They  vastly  exceed  those  of  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  You  may  go  to  London,  Paris,  or 
any  where  else,  and  you  will  not  find  the  public 
expenditures  there  like  the  amount  paid  for  the 
same  service  here.  I  know  that  the  rate  of  wages 
is  higher  in  the  United  Slates,  but  it  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  pay  ten  times  as  much  for  the  same 
service  as  others  do,  when  we  can  get  it  for  the 
half  only. 

This  is  a  thankless  duty  which  I  am  discharging, 
sir.  We  are  surrounded  by  a  constant  pressure. 
It  is  a  very  popular  thing  to  be  generous,  and  vote 
the  people's  money  out  of  the  Treasury.  If  that 
money  came  into  the  Treasury  just  as  the  water 
comes  into  the  Potomac,  1  should  be  glad  to  hand 
it  about  to  everybody  around  us;  but  when  1  re- 
member that  it  comes  there  by  taxation  upon  the 
people,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  it  away 
unnecessarily. 

Sir,  this  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
rapidly  becoming  the  most  extravagant  in  the 
world;  in  fact,  it  is  the  most  extravagant  for  its 
service,  and  it  will  soon  become  the  most  proAi-. 
gate  and  wasteful,  for  it  is  the  nature  of  all  vices,*; 
growing  out  of  expenditures  to  increase  rapidly.  | 
Everybody  knows  that  the  decay  of  the  Roman  , 
Republicarose  from  the  fa,ct,  that  in  its  latter  days  1 
the  public  men  gave  away  the  money,  lands,  and  | 
other  public  properly  for  votes  to  make  themselves 
popular,  and  to  be  elected  consuls  and  pro-consuls; 
but  they  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  it  to  the  sol- 
diers, and  there  was,  therefore,  some  excuse  for 
it;  they  said  these  men  had  defended  the  country. 
We,  however,  are  making  ourselves  popular  by 
voting  money  and  lands  to  men  engaged  io  the 
civil  service,  or  who  have  performed  no  service  at 
all.  The  result  is  that  things  are  moving  on  at 
ruiiroad  speed.  We  are  constantly  increasing  our 
expenditures  with  less  service.  It  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  we  do  not  get  belter  service  now,  in  the 
Departments,  than  we  got  twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago  when  we  did  not  spend  one  half  as  much.  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  look  at  this  matter.  If  you  will 
pill  down  these  expenses  to  the  lowest  rale  that 
will  pay  and  secure  competent  men,  that  is  all 
they  have  a  righl  10  expect  you  to  do.  When 
you  have  done  that,  you  will  not  have  this  great 
pressure  for  office;  you  will  not  have  the  whole 
couniry  seeking  office  and  this  perpetual  struggle 
in  politics.  Yiiu  will  get  the  work  well  done,  and 
remember  too,  thai  by  tempting  these  men  to  quit 
their  usual  business  and  come  on  here  to  seek 
office,  you  do  them  a  great  deal  more  mischief 
than  good. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker, 
merely  to  indirjite  the  grounds  of  my  opposition 
to  this  bill.  I  should  like  to  gratify  these  clerks, 
and  pages,  and  others,  by  voting  them  money; 
but  I  do  not  fei'l  that  I  can  do  it  with  Justice  to 
my  conetiluenls.  I  would  much  rather  avoid 
making  this  opposition.  I  would  much  raiher 
that  some  other  gentleman  should  come  out  and 
present  the  points  of  objection  to  these  measures. 
I  think  this  bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
be  discussed  there,  as  all  money  hills  should  be 
discussed.  If  its  principles  will  stand  discussion, 
then  let  it  pass,  and  I  will  acquiesce  in  it.  I  do 
not  beliefs  they  will  stand  discussion.    I  do  not 


believe  there  is  a  congressional  district  in  tht 
Union  where  these  expenditures,  which  we  arc 
making  all  from  good  feeling,  and  to  gratify  per- 
sons around  us,  would  be  justified  by  the  people; 
because  it  can  be  shown  that  you  do  not  benefit 
the  donees  at  all,  taking  them  as  a  class;  you  may 
benefit  an  individual  here  and  there,  but  you  do 
more  mischief  than  good  to  them  as  a  class.  I 
hope  this  matter  will  be  well  understood  by  the 
people,  and  thate  ach  gentleman  who  votes  for  the 
bill  may  have  to  Justify  his  vole  before  the  people. 
If  so,  I  do  not  think  the  next  Congress  will  press 
through  such  a  bill  as  this  without  discussion,  and 
under  the  gng  of  the  previous  question,  as  they 
are  determined  to  do  this,  if  they  can.  I  consider 
myself  fortunate  in  getting  this  opportunity  to 
put  in  a  few  words;  and  I  promise  that  this  shall 
not  be  the  last  that  gentlemen  are  to  hear  from  me 
on  this  question;  for  1  mean  tiiat  the  country  shall 
understand  it  fally. 

I  now,  in  accordance  with  my  agreement  with 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  demand  the  pre- 
vious question.  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  prevail,  and  that  the  bill  will  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  there  to  be  considered  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  On  that  question  I  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  Before  the  question  is  taken, 
I  desire  that  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth 
lines  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  may  be  read. 
I  think  they  contain  a  principle  which  baa  not 
been  noticed  by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  portion  of  the  bill  will 
be  read,  unless  objected  to. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  Clerk  read  the 
passage  indicated,  as  follows: 

**  A  fslary  of  $l,fiO0  ppr  annum  ;  and  all  vacancies  is 
any  of  lh«*  ctavoeii  named  in  Mid  act  menriotied  stiall  bs 
fliled  by  promotion  from  the  clasf  next  below." 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  The  effect  of  that  pmrision 
is  to  exclude  ail  those  not  already  in  the  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  COBB.     Read  the  rest  of  the  clause. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  And  nil  clerks  not  provided  for  in  thii  act,  performing 
the  same  or  i<imjiar  dulirs  with  any  one  of  liip  i-laAven, 
Kh.-ltl  receive  Uie  same  coiitpeDE>alioa  aa  is  allowed  aacll 
classes.*' 

A  Member.    That  is  bad  too. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  the  Chair.  Is  the  question  now  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee?  [Mr. 
Jones.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  pending  is  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  RoBuiKs]  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  1NGERS0LL.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion.    I  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion; 
and,  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes  44,  noea  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs  opon 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were— 
yeas  69,  nays  75;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me$<ir8.  Aiken,  Applelon,  BaII,  Bnrksdale,  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  BliftB,  nridui-?,  (\'irpenler,  ('hnnniari,  Cobh, 
Cook,  ('orwin,  Crocker,  Thomsit  Oaviis.  Hnwson,  t^iinhar, 
EsKlinnn,  Eddy,  Thoniaa  D.  Elial,  John  M .  F.lliou.  Elbee- 
idee,  Farley,  Faulkner,  Greenwood,  .Andrew  J.  Harlan, 
Wiley  V.  Harri-",  Harrison,  Menn,  Howe,  Hushes,  Hum.  i. 
Glancy  JoiieH,  Kerr,  Kuri7,,  I.ailiam,  Lindley,  Mardotiald, 
Mc\air,  Mace,  Macy,  Maxtvell,  .Muyall,  Sunih  Mili«>r, 
Oldx.  rhelfis,  Robbing,  Roger)i.  Sapp.  .Shannon,  William  R. 
Smith,  i^nodgrai*»i,  Richard  H.  Slanton,  Ileiiior  L..  Ste- 
ven., Andrew  Smart,  Oavid  Bniarl,  John  L.  Taylnr, 
Thurston,  Upharo,  Walbridiie,  Walley.  Warren,  Ellih'u  B. 
Washburne,  I.rael  Waj«hbiirii.  John  Wenlworih,  Tappan 
Wenlworlh,  Wilte,  Daniel  D.  Wriijllt.  and  Yale* — R9. 

NAYS— MesHri).  James  C,  Allen,  David  J,  Railej. 
Barry,  Belcher,  Bis-'eil,  Bnyce,  Bnjic,  Ca^kie,  riia^Uin, 
Clari(,  Cliiigiiian,  Cox,  Cutlom,  John  t*.  Dai-is.  Dean, 
Dent,  Diekinson,  Drum,  Kdgerlon,  Eilmniid!',  Kdniiindyoii, 
Klli-son,  KiipliHh,  Fuller,  Goode,  Grey,  Grow,  ltBinilln«, 
Aaron  Hnrlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  llaslinir*',  tiaven, 
II ibhard,  II letter,  Ingerttoll,  D.Tiiiel  T.  Jones,  Georre  %V. 
Jone»,  Roland  Jones,  Keill,  Kidwrll,  Killredf^e.  Knox, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  McDougall,  McMullin,  .Maiirice,  Mrddlea- 
warth,  Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peek,  fei-kbaa 
Pliillip!),  Prati,  Princle,  Puryear,  David  Riirhie,  Thami 
Rilcbey,  Riittin,  Sage,  Seward,  Shower,  Hkelion,  Ceori 
W,  Soiytli,  John  J.  Taylor,  NaOiaoiel  O.  Taylor,  Tiaer> 
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Tvefi,  Vail,  Vau^anl,  Wade,  Wells,  Wheeler,  and  ZolU- 
coffer— "j. 

So  lh«  House  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider upon  the  table. 

I The  SPE.\KER.    The  question   now  recurs 

^^LnpoD  the  mntion  to  reconsider. 

^H^  Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Is  it  not  first  upon  second- 

^^Ks£  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  ? 

^B   .Mr.  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

^V   Mr.   PHILLIPS.     Is   that   question  open  for 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

The  previous  question  was  8e#nded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

.Mr.  ROBBINS.     I  call  f.ir  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  in  order  that  the  bill  may  be  printed, 
aid  »r  mnv  have  an  opportunity  of  examming  it. 

!:■  Ill  -non  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Letcher's 
mouon;  and,  a  division  being  had,  there  were — 
ayes  65,  noes  Q-2, 

COBB.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CLINGMAX.     I  ask  for  tellers  upon  the 

olion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.     I  wish  to  makean  inquiry  of 

le  Chair.  I  desire  to  know  in  what  condition  the 

II  will  be  left,  if  the  House  now  adjourn  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.      The   previous  question 
.  ^P'-onded. 

Vr   I;     :,BliNS.  If  it  has  been,  all  will  be  right. 

-M.'.  DL^.VN.  The  previous  question  was  not 
Fecoflded.  Only  one  side  of  the  question  has  been 
counted. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  reconsider  is 
I  (ndin<;,  and  the  question  of  retonsideration  will 
:Tin^  the  bii  up  at  any  time. 

Tiie  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  demand 
:'or  tellers;  and  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  Chair  then  announced  the  result  upon  the 
motion  to  adjourn  is  beine; — ayes  C6,  noes  62. 

The   House  accordingly  (at  three  o'clock  and 
*enty   minutes)  adjourned   until  to-morrow,  at 
^^Mdre  o'clock,  m. 

^H  IN  SENATE. 

^H  TuEsDAT,  .IprU  18,  1854. 

^^^  Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Mildurm. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS.  ETC. 

Mr.  EVERETT.     Mr.  President,  i  have  been 

requested  to  present  the  memorial  of  the  American 

StAiiBiirat  Association,  praying  that  a  copy  of  the 

dociimenis  printed  by  order  of  Congress  may  be 

irniahed  to  them.  This  subject  has  already  been 

-ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  and 

.erefore  I  move  that  this  memorial  be  referred  to 

-name  committee.  I  may  say  that  the  association 

nich  makes  this  request  is  a  very  important  one, 

.'s  done  a  good  deal  for  the  promotion  of  statis- 

Jii  science,  and  has  rendered  important  services 

i  the  Census  Department  of  this  Government,  in 

reparing  their  recent  report.     1  hope,  therefore. 

Mat  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  may  be  favorably 

considered  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library.     I 

^■ove  that  it  be  referred  to  that'committee. 

^^^^he  motion  was  agreed  to. 

B^Kfr.  COOPER  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 

^•r  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to  erect  a  new 

post  office  building  at  Philadel|7liia;  which  was 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Po«l  Office  antl 

Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  faculty 

of  Pennsylvania  College,  praying  for  a  grant  of 

'      '    in   favor  of  the   chartered   colleges   of  the 

Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

on  Public  Lands. 

lao,  the  memorial  of  Gideon  Prior,  a  soldier 

of  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  for  a  pension; 

which  was  referred  to  theCommideeon  Pensions. 

Also,  resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  citizens 

^  Jiorristo wn ,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylva- 
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nia,  and  resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  ciiizens 
of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  held  in  the 
town  hall,  at  Chester,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  to  establish  territorial  govern- 
ments in  Nebraska  and  Kansas;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  didly 
mail  route  from  Kinzer's  post  office  to  the  village 
of  Intercourse;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  thejieirs-at-lawand  descend- 
ants of  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution, 
who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  praying  that 
they  be  allowed  the  half  pay  for  life  promiaod 
those  officers,  and  that  the  value  of  the  cummuia- 
tion  received  by  them  be  deducted  from  that  al- 
lowance; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
against  the  passape  by  Congress  of  any  bill  which 
will  permit  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska,  or  in  anywise  infringe 
upon  the  eighth  section  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise act;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  present  the  petition  of 
AdSle  Sands,  widow  of  Maj"r  R.  M.  Sands,  late 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  asking  for  an 
increase  of  pension.  I  will  say,  in  regard  to  this 
petition,  that  it  is  one  which  appeals  strongly  to 
the  sympathies  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs;  and  it  comes  within  the  precedents  estab- 
lished by  the  acts  granting  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  Major  Dade  and  Major  Gardiner.  I  move  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Margaret  Chandler,  mother 
of  the  late  Walter  S.  Chandler,  second  lieutenant 
of  second  regiment  of  United  States  Artillery, 
who  was  drowned  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  ciiizens 
of  Ludlow,  Vermont,  praying  that  no  appropria- 
tion be  made  to  pay  for  the  negroes  captured  in 
the  schooner  Amistad,  and  set  at  liberty  by  order 
of  the  Uniled  States  Supreme  Court;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

RELIGIOUS  PRIVILEGES  ABROAD. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  it  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  present  a  peiititm  from  a  number  of 
American  citizens  of  the  Hebrew  faiih,  who  desire 
to  unite  with  their  Christian  fellow-citizens  in  ask- 
ing the  interposition  of  the  Government  to  secure 
to  all  our  countrymen  abroad  the  rights  of  reli- 
gious worship.  This  union,  in  order  to  promote 
the  accomplishmentof  this  great  object,  is  a  happy 
illustration  of  the  spirit  of  equality  and  toleration 
which  marks  our  institutions.  Persecuted  for  cen- 
turies with  bitter  hostility,  subjected  to  a  tyranny, 
civil  and  religious,  more  oppressive  than  that  en- 
dured by  any  other  people,  driven  from  the  prom- 
ised land  granted  to  their  forefathers,  the  separate 
existence  to  this  day  of  the  children  of  Israel  is  a 
perpetual  miracle,  establishing  the  truth  of  their 
liistory  as  well  as  of  our  religion,  foretold,  as  it 
was,  in  the  earliest  period,  and  seen,  as  it  still  is, 
in  the  latest.  In  their  migrations  they  have  at 
length  reached  a  continent,  unknown  to  the  patri- 
archs, by  whose  rivers  ihey  may  sit  down  without 
weeping,  to  change  the  language  of  their  Psalmist, 
even  when  remembering  Zion,  and  where  the  law 
secures  equal  rights  to  all,  be  they  Jew  or  Gentile. 
Exposed  as  the  members  of  this  persuasion  yet 
are,  in  portions  of  Europe  and  America,  both 
Protestantand  Catholic,  to  the  mostilliberal  preju- 
dices, and  to  religious  disabilities,  the  position  of 
our  citizens  abroad  who  belong  to  it  has  peculiar 
claims  to  the  consideration  and  interposition  of  the 
Government.  Besides  their  legal  rightto  equal  pro- 
tection, there  is  no  portion  of  our  population  whose 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  conduct  better  proves 
than  theirs  does,  that  they  are  well  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  secured  to  every  Americon  by  our 
system  of  Government.    I  repeat,  sir,  I  am  grat- 


ified that  they  are  taking  part  in  this  great  move- 
ment, and  I  trust  that  ere  long,  they  as  well  as  all 
our  other  citizens,  sent  by  the  accidents  of  life  to 
foreign  countries,  may  receive  the  benefits  of  it. 
I  present  this  petition  and  another  of  similar 
imporl;and  I  move  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Committer  on  Foreign  Relations. 

They  were  so  referred. 
PAPER  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  nrotinn  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ofrferrrf,  Tliat  111**  pelilion  of  William  llr.iwn  l»c  wilh- 
drawii  rrniii  Ilie  filt-s  of  ttia  Senate,  and  relurreil  lu  llie 
Cuniulillee  on  Pensions. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  P'ETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Frnn9oi8  Cousin,  praying  the  confirmaiiun  of 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiiion 
of  Charles  Evans  and  others,  praying  indemnity 
for  losses  occasioned  by  the  operations  of  the 
American  army  in  Florida,  in  1814,  submitted  a 
repori,  accompanied  by  a  bill  further  to  carry  into 
effect  the  pro  visions  of  the  ninth  articleof  the  Flor- 
ida treaty,  with  respect  to  certain  losses  of  Span- 
ish subjects  ill  West  Florida;  which  whs  read,  and 
passed  lo  a  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Eliza  M.  Evans,  praying  to  be  allowed 
interest  on  a  sum  of  money  advanced  by  her 
father.  Colonel  Anthony  Walton  White,  deceased, 
for  the  use  of  a  regiment  commanded  by  him 
during  the  revolutionary  war, submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  lo  a  second  reading.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Healso,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  were 
referred  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Isaac  C. 
Thompson,  reported  a.  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
C.  Thompson,  the  only  surviving  child  and  legal 
representative  of  William  Thompson,  deceased, 
formerly  a  brigadier  general  in  the  Army  of  the 
Revolution;  which  was  read, and  passed  toasecond 
rending. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  making 
provision  !o  compensate  agents  for  paying  pen- 
sions, and  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of^  set- 
tling their  nccnunis;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
lo  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  documents  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Sarah  Crandall,  widow  of 
James  Coon,  to  a  pension,  submilletl  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Rhoda  Lewis,  pray- 
ing a  pension,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereoD; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petiiion  of  Anne 
Royall,  widow  of  Captain  William  Royall,ofth» 
Revolutionary  Army,  praying  for  a  pension,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report  thereon;  whicb  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sophia  Kirby , 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PERCUSSION  ARMS  TO  THE  STATES. 
Mr.  HAMLIN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Retohei,  Thai  the  Commillec  on  Military  Aflairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  llie  elpediency  of  »o  allrring  Uie 
taw,  that  such  States  as  shall  desire,  b<  allowed  to  return  lo 
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the  Cnlled  Statei  tbe  whole,  or  my  portion,  of  the  flint 
lock  enMll  tnns  now  In  their  poeienlon,  nnd  prerloui^ 
lasued  by  the  General  Oovernmenl,  under  the  act  of  April 
38, 1808 ;  end  Ihu  the  value  of  uld  trnii,  according  In  the 
atandard  at  the  time  of  their  innie,  be  riirniilied  Mid  etiatci 
in  percOHion  uiiukcia  and  rifleii,  originally  nianut'aclured 
as  such  by  the  United  States,  at  their  amioriefl,  or  In  »uch 
other  ordnance  or  ordnance  stores  aaahall  be  deeifneted  by 
the  GaTemoisofsaid  States  respectively,  or  their  authorized 
axenis:  PnwUed,  Tbatallarnis  returned  asaforeaaid^hall 
appear  in  nood  condition ;  and  all  expenses  of  tmnsporta 
tion  sitall  be  paid  by  tbe  States  ao  making  the  change  as 
aToiesaid,  respectively. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  in  pursuance  gf  previous 
notice,  asked  anil  obtaineu  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  revive,  for  a  limited  time,  lui  act  in  relation 
to  donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas;  which  was  read  a  first  and  secdnd 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL  AT  DUBU4DB. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
<M>nsent  and  agreed  to: 

Rttoletd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  Instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  construction  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

BURLINGTON  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  1  am  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Public 'Lands  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  Burlington  University,  in  Iowa. 
It  is  a  bill  to  which  there  can  be  no  objection,  and 
I  ask  the  Senate  to  put  it  upon  its  paaaage  now. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  grant  to  the  Burlington  Univer- 
sity, in  the  State  of  Iowa,  the  lot  or  parcel  of 
land  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  lying  west  of  lot 
978,  between  Market  and  Valley  streets,  which 
was  set  apiurt  as  a  burying-gruund,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  acta  of  July  2,  1836,  and  March 
3, 1837,  with  a  proviso  that  this  ^rant  is  to  operate 
only  as  a  relinquishment  of  the  right  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
granting  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  thepublic  lands  to  actual  settlers. 

Mr.  PETXIT.  Mr.  President,  to  the  details 
of  the  bill  now  under  consideration  I  have  given 
no  attention, but  its  principles  meet  the  full  appro- 
bation of  my  head  and  my  heart.  Of  my  head 
because,  in  my  judgment,  it  will  give  to  the  coun- 
try strength  and  defense,  which  will  serve  in  the 
place  of  fortifications  and  standing  armies.  Of 
my  heart,  because  it  is  an  act  of  justice.  Of  my 
head,  because  it  does  that  wisest  of  all  things  in 
a  country,  it  couples  patriotism  with  an  interest, 
and  makes  it  more  ardent,  available,  and  enduring. 
Of  my  heart,  because  it  will  give  a  house  to  the 
houseless  and  a  home  to  the  homeless. 

The  people  of  a  country  form  its  institutions, 
and  its  institutions,  in  turn,  form  the  character  of 
the  people.  People,  institutions,  and  country  are 
so  nearly  allied  that  they  must  muluallir  mould 
and  -sustain  each  other,  for  separately  taey  will 
fall  and  decay. 

Institutions  should  create  and  encourage  love  of 
country,  and  willingness  to  suffer  in  its  defense; 
for,  without  this,  institutions  will  fall  into  weak- 
ness, disrepute,  and  degeneracy,  from  which  tyr- 
anny cannot  rescue,  nor  severity  save. 

Mr.  President,  in  all  ages  of  the  world  there 
has  been  a  longing,  aching,  and  earnest  desire  in 
men  to  own  and  individualize  the  ownership  of 
the  roil;  and  for  the  promise,  possession,  and  en- 
joymentof  this,  they  hate  and  will  endure  patiently 
more  hardships,  more  fatigue,  more  suffering,  and 
show  more  patriotism,  than  for  all  other  earthly 
things  put  together. 

In  undertaking  so  wide  and  radical  a  change  of 
our  past  policy,  and  adopting  a  new  one  with  us, 
that  is  to  effect  so  materially  a  large  portion  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  it  is  both  prudent  and  proper  to 
pause,  and  inquire  whether  other  countries  have 
adopted  this,  or  a  similar  policjr,  and  what  its 
results  have  been.  This  is  a  Isgiliroate  intjniry. 
^roo)  ths  past,  tjndfr  )ik«  eircomstaneei,  we  may 


safely  reason  what  the  future  will  be.  llie  first 
instance  of  the  adoption  of  a  similar  policy  was 
'n  Egypt,  long  anterior  to  the  Mosaic  period, 
^'iven  by  Diodoru8Siculus,in  Book  I,  chapter  6, 
in  which  he  .says  that,  andttUly,  the  lands  were 
divided  into  three  parts,  the  first  to  the  priests,  the 
second  to  the  king,  and  tbe  third  to  the  soldiers 
or  people. 

I  disapprove  of  the  first  and  second  divisions, 
but  the  third  commends  itself  to  my  approbation 
as  well  for  its  wisdom  as  its  justice. 

Hear  what  the  historian  says  as  to  the  last 
division: 

"The  last  portion  belongs  to  the  soldiers  who,  at  a  word, 
are  ready  at  ihe  King's  commands,  for  every  expedition; 
that  they  who  venture  their  lives  in  Uie  wars,  being  en- 
deared to  their  country  by  that  pleniifnl  shan  and  propor- 
tion allotted  them,  may  more  cheerfully  undergo  the  dias- 
ards  of  war.  Fnr  it  would  be  an  irraiional  thing  to  intrust 
the  safely  and  preKervaiiori  of  the  whole,  with  them  who 
have  nothing  in  their  country  that  is  dear  or  valuable  to 
them  to  light  for.  And  Uie  chief  reason  why  so  large  a  share 
is  allotted  lo  them.  Is  that  they  might  more  readily  msrry, 
and  by  that  nieSns  make  the  nation  more  populous,  and  so 
there  might  be  no  need  of  foreign  aids  and  assistances.  *' 

A  wise  policy  in  a  nut-shell,  and  well  expressed. 
To  the  soldiers  were  given  one  third  of  all  the  lands 
of  Egypt,  that  they  might  at  all  times  be  ready 
and  wtUing  to  defend  the  cbuntry,  and  might  the 
more  readily  marry  (uid  take  the  responsibility  of 
a  family, and  thereby  increase  the  population  and 
strength  of  the  country,  so  that  "  there  might  be 
no  need  of  foreign  aids  and  assistances." 

This  was  in  the  country  where  civilization  and 
science  were  first  known,  and  where  regular  gov- 
ernment was  first  established  among  men,  and  all 
these  continued  to  prosper  and  Sourish  until  this 
wholesome  policy  was  abandoned. 

The  next  instance  in  which  I  find  this  adopted 
as  a  national  policy,  was  among  the  Jews.  Moses, 
that  wisest  of  secular  law-givers,  fourteen  hundred 
and  ninety  years  before  Christ,  led  the  children 
of  Israel  out  of  that  bondage  in  which  they  and 
theirancestors  had  been  for  four  hundred  years,  and 
starting  them  on  their  weary  and  perilous  journey 
of  forty  years  through  a  wildernese,  it  became 
necessary  to  hold  out  to  them  some  inducement 
or  promise  of  reWard  to  act,  as  a  stimulant  of  the 
hignest  order,  to  buoy  them  up,  and  sustain  them 
against  the  depressing:  consequences  of  such  a 
journey,  with  all  its  trials,  fatigues,  dangers,  dis- 
appointments,and  wretchedness.  Moseshadmade 
known  to  the  Jews  all  the  moral  law  and  will  of 
God ;  and  hail  held  Him  up  amidst  his  attributes, 
in  all  His  perfection  and  beauty  of  holiness.  He 
had  promised  them  God's  enduring  favor  and  pro- 
tection on  earth,  and  their  final  reward  of  happi- 
ness in  heaven.  Yet  there  was  mutiny  in  the 
camp.  They  murmured,  complained,  repented 
that  they  had  started  on  their  journey,  and  loudly 
clamored  to  return  to  the  bondage  and  "  flesh- 
pots  of  Egypt."  Something  yet  remained  to  be 
done  to  restore  order  and  give  confidence.  Amidst 
the  thunders  of  Sinai  another  revelation  was  made, 
and  another  law  viras  given.  What  was  that  rev- 
elation? What  was  that  law?  That  the  land  of 
Canaan  should  be  divided  among  the  Israelites, 
that  they  should  individxiaUy  own  it,  and  that "  the 
land  should  not  be  sold  forever." — [Leviticus, 
chapter  25,  verse  33.] 

This  produced  the  desired  effect  Discontent, 
murmurings,  and  lon^ngs  after  the  "  flesh-pots  of 
Egypt"  ceased,  and  in  their  stead  they  had  pa- 
tience, fortitude,  and  endurance  to  the  end  of  their 
journey,  thus  proving,  Mr.  President,  that  men 
will  do  more  and  su£r  more  for  the  promise  and 
possession  of  lands,  than  for  the  love  or  the  fear 
of  God.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  any- 
thing could  have  induced  that  people  to  perform 
that  journey,  undergoing  its  fatigues,  privations, 
and  wretchedness,  but  this  promise  that  they 
should  own  the  land,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
sold  forever.  ' 

Thirty-eight  years  after  that  promise  was  made 
and  that  law  was  given,  that  is  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-two  years  before  Christ,  when 
Moses  was  about  to  take  leave  of  and  bid  his  fol- 
lowers farewell,  he  called  them  all  together,  and 
having  set4own  all  the  names  and  heads  of  fam- 
ilies, he  said,  "  Unto  these  the  land  shall  be  divided 
for  an  inheritance  according  to  the  number  of 
names. " — [Numbers,  chapter  26,  verse  53.]  At 
this  time  and  place  Moses  delivered  his  farewell 
address  and  nive  to  the  Jews  a  seculsr  form  of 
government;  both  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
fourth  btxik  of  th*  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  by 


Josephus.  And  if  this  address  is  not  the  original 
of,  or  the  model  from  which  Washington  formed 
his  immortal  address  to  his  countrymen,  it  will 
well  repay  the  curious  for  the  labor  of  reading  it  to 
see  hgw  similar  they  are  in  many  respects,  and 
satisfy  all  that  Washington  bad  a  predecessoiv 

This  great  Hebrew  Taw  giver,  in  ^he  most  im- 
pressive manner,  enjoined  upon  his  followers  tbe 
observance  of  his  policy  and  laws;  and  promised 
them  that  so  long  as  they  maintained  and  observed 
this  policy  and  these  laws,  they  should  be  pros- 
perous, happy,  and  prevail  over  their  enemies. 

Eight  years  later,  that  is  one  thousand  four 
hnntlred  and  forty-four  years  before Chirst,  Joshua 
having  exterminated  the  ancient  Canaanites,  and 
fully  possessed  their  country,  divided  the  lands 
among  the  families  as  had  been  commanded  by 
Mokes;  thus  consummating  the  promise  that  had 
been  made  to  tlu  Jews  more  than  forty  years  before, 
and  for  the  accnnplishment  of  which  they  had  born 
with  unparalleled  patience  and  fortitude,  indescrib- 
able privations  snd  sufferings. 

Thus  had  the  Jews,  under  the  stimulant  of  a 
promise  that  they  should  be  the  owners  of  lands, 
performed  this  journey,  expelled  and  extermin- 
ated  a  more  numerous  and  powerful  nation-  than 
themselves,  with  **  cities  great  and  fenced  up  to 
heaven." — (Deuteronomy,  chapter  9,  verse  1.] 

Mr.  President,  so  long  as  this  people  kept  these 
laws  and  observed  this  policy,  they  constantly 
progressed  in  power  and  greatness,  and  bid  defi- 
ance to  all  the  surrounding  barbarous  nations, 
though  many  times  more  numerous  and  powerful 
than  they.  But  so  soon  as  they  ceased  to  observ*  . 
this  pohcy  and  these  laws,  and  allowed  their  lands 
to  be  absorbed  by  the  few,  (the  common'  soldier 
having  nothing  to  fip;ht  for,)  they  became  a  prey 
to  surrounding  nauons,  their  homes  were  deso- 
lated, and  their  people  became  captives  in  foreign 
lands. 

I  call  the  history  of  Sparta  to  the  notice  of  Sen- 
ators. For  many  years  the  Spartans  had  been 
distracted  and  overcome  by  their  enemies  in  eveiy 
eiigagement,  and  reduced  to  abject  Ml%aknesa,  till 
"Lycurgus,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  years 
before  Christ,  destroyed  all  distinctions;  and  by 
making  an  equal  division  of  the  iond  of  Laeonia 
among  the  members  of  the  Commonwealth,  he 
banished  luxury  and  encouraged  the  useful  al'ts." 
Luxury  was  banished,  and  the  useful  arts  were 
encouraged  by  the  division  of  the  iknuts.  But  this 
was  not  all;  from  that  ttme  the  Spartans  were 
united  in  a  warm ,  burning,  glowing,  and  ardent 
patriotism,  and  never  met  or  suffered  a  reverse  in 
war  till  the  battle  of  Leuctra — a  period  of  five  hun- 
dred and  twelve  years.  Here,  then,  may  be  seen 
in  bold  relief  the  direct  efliects  and  advantages  of 
the  ownership  of  lands  bv  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. Nor  did  this  defeat  happen  till  they  had  in 
substance  abandoned  the  laws  of  Lycurgus.  In 
my  deliberate  judgment  |1,000/X)0  thus  appropri- 
ated is  worth  more  than  |100,000,000  expended 
in  fortifications  and  standing  armies. 

An  instance  in  the  history  of  Rome  may  be 
referred  to. 

After  all  the  lands  and  wealth  of  that  mighty 
empire  had  been  absorbed  into  the  hands  of  _a' 
few  aristocratic  palrieians,  enervated  and  effemi- 
nated by  excessive  luxury,  idleness,  and  debauch- 
ery, and  tbe  pUbeiam  were  reduced  to  beggary 
and  almost  to  starvation,  and  after  the  failure  of 
the  Gracchi  and  others  to  divide  the  (snd>  among 
the  masses,  Rome  was  threatened,  yes,  was 
actually  involved 'in  war,  and  her  very  citadel 
reduced  to  imminent  danger,  and  oiit  of  Rer  im- 
mense population  she  could  not  raise  troops  to 
defend  herself.  T^enlAepotrieurai  appealed  to  the 
oppressed  pld)tiani  to  rise,  take  arms,  and  defend 
thar  country;  but  tbeplebeians'  reply  was:  "  we 
have  no  country.  Why  should  we  shed  oitr 
blood  and  give  our  lives  for  Rome  when  "she  give* 
U5  only  misery  and  degradation.'" 

Here,  Mr.  President,  is  a  glaring  instance  of 
national  weakness  from  national  injustice^from 
the  want  of  coupling  patriotism  with  an  interest. 
If  the  lands  had  been  divided  among  the  nusses, 
Rome  would  never  have  wanted  soldiers  or  de- 
fenders. 

Mr.  President,  the  Egyptian  and  his  laws  have 
disappeared.  The  Jews  forsook  the  law  that  was 
given  them  amidst  the  reverberation  of  the  thun- 
ders of  Sinai  and  fell.  The  Spartans  suffered  their 
lands  to  be  absorbed  by  the  few,  and  they  wer« 
■wept  flroro  the  feiee  of  the  earth .    Roma  pursusd 
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her  course  of  oppression  to  the  toilin^masnes,  und 
nothing  remains  of  her  former  greatness  and 
grandeur  but  her  decayed  and  decaying  nionu- 
menls,  slntues,  and  temples  ! 

Mr.  President,  like  causes  will  produce  like 
etTecta.  With  what  a  warning  voii^e  do  tliese  his- 
toric reminiscences  come  to  us?  They  are  sug- 
festive  of  words  that  would  fill  laree  volumes,  but 
will  not  enlarge  or  detain  the  Senate.  Let  us 
take  heed  and  avoid  the  rock  on  which  they  split, 
by  an  early  division  of  our  public  lands  among 
those  who  will  occupy  and  cultivate  them;  and 
thus  you  will  avoid  the  answer  of  the  plebeians  to 
the  patricians  of  Rome,  and  at  all  times  have  an 
army  willing  and  efficient  in  time  of  need.  Give 
to  the  country  an  army  of  land-owners  and  culti- 
vators, and  we  may  successfully  bid  defiance  to 
the  world  in  arms. 

We  have  vast  unoccupied  and  uncultivated 
tracts  of  lands,  and  they  must  r^ain  so  for  long 
years  to  come  unless  we  adopt  this  policy;  and, 
Bs  the  lands  are  no  longer  needed  as  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  Government,  let  us  make  this  wise 
disposition  of  them  that  has  proved  so  advanta- 
geous to  other  countries. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  if  I  have  not  and  cHn- 
not  convince  the  judgments  of  Senators  that  this 
is  a  wise,  prudent,  and  statesmanlike  policy,  let  me 
appeal  to  their  pity,  justice,  and  humanity;  and 
oh,  that  I  had  a  thousand  eloquent  tongues  to 
make  that  appeal  with.  Pass  this  bill,  and  hear 
the  prayers  and  blessings  of  millions  of  honest 
hearts  ascend  to  Heaven  in  your  behalf. 

is  there  a  Senator  here  who,  if  in  his  declining 
years  should  find  one  man  surrounded  by  a  family 
of  children,  who  by  the  operation  of  this  bill  had 
been  raised  from  poverty,  want,  and  wretched- 
ness to  comfort,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  would 
not  feel  fully  rewarded,  and  in  his  heart  thank 
God  that  he  hail  been  instrumental  in  producing 
80  happy  a  result,  and  that  he  had  voted  for  so 
benign  a  law .'  Justice  requires  what  wisdom  dic- 
tates.    Let  it  b«  done. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  have  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ator [Mr.  Walker]  who  reported  this  bill  to  move 
that  it  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  at  the 
same  lime  to  move  that  the  bill  which  has  been 
heretofore  under  consideration,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  in  regard  to 
the  claims  of  revolutionary  officers,  be  taken  up. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  CLAY.  With  the  consent  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  I  desire  to  move  to  take  up 
the  bill  which  was  laid  over  yesterday  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Brown,]  which,  I  presume,  will  incur  no 
opposition,  and  which  will  excite  no  debate.  It 
is  the  bill  to  authorize  the  school  commissioners 
of  fractional  township  No.  1,  of  ronge  No.  10 
east,  in  Alabama,  to  locale  one  half  section  of  land 
for  school  purposes.  It  was  laid  over  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  not 
through  any  opposition  to  the  measure  itself,  but 
with  the  view  of  amending  it  so  as  to  provide  for 
certain  citizens  of  the  same  class  in  his  own  State. 
It  is  intended  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  cer- 
tain townships  in  Alabama  to  locate  other  lands  in 
lieu  of  the  sixteenth  section  in  those  townships 
which  had  been  reserved  by  Indian  treaties  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  waive  my  motion  to  take 
ap  the  revolutionary  claim  bill,  to  permit  the  bill 
which  the  Senator  mentions  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Clat's  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  school  commissioners 
of  the  fractional  township  mentioned,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  lands  subject  tosaleat  Lebanon,  Alabama, 
to  enter,  free  of  charge,  in  lieu  of  lands  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  any  existmg  law,  one  half 
section  any  where  in  the  township,  with  a  view  to 
the  ultimate  convenience  of  the  citizens  and  the 
quality  of  the  soil,  for  school  purposes;  and  such 
selection  is  to  be  governed  by  the  same  rules,  laws, 
and  regulations  as  other  reserved  sixteenth  sec- 
tions in  Alabama.  They  are  to  locate  and  report 
within  two  years  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  what  lands  they  have  located; 
and  he  is,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  report,  to  with- 
draw the  land  from  ule,  and  the  title  is  to  be  aa 


valid  as  any  of  the  sixteenth  sections  heretofore 
granted  in  the  new  Slates. 

Mr.  BROWN.  1  had  intended  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  bill.  I  asked  its  postponement 
yesterday  for  that  purpose.  My  friend  from  Ala- 
bama objects  to  it, and  thinks  it  would  embarrass 
the  bill,  as  the  making  of  an  amendment  to  it 
would  take  it  back  to  the  other  House.  I  there- 
fore forego  that  purpose,  but  give  notice  that  I 
will  introduce  a  separate  bill  to  provide  for  like 
interests  in  Mississippi.  The  title  of  the  bill  1 
have  not  prepared. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

UEVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  "to  provide 
for  the  final  settlement  of  the  officers  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary Army,  and  of  the  widows  and  orphan 
children  of  those  who  died  in  the  service." 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  1  desire  to  offer  a  proviso 
to  one  of  the  sections  of  the  bill,  which,  1  think 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Evans,]  who  reported  the  bill,  and  who  deserves 
so  much  credit  for  reporting  it,  and  stating  it  so 
ably,  will  agree  to.  It  is  that  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  surgeons'  mates,  who 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  EVA  NS.  It  can  be  done  by  amending  the 
first  section,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"BcUenacle<l,ic.,  Thnl  the  (ifficcrsofllie  Army  of  ihe 
Revolution,  whn  wi'rir  eiililled  to  halt  pay  for  IIIV^  uiidfr  thn 
ri-f«ohjIioiis  of  CoiiBredfl,  of  the  QL-^t  of  Oclohf  r,  17t?0,  llie 
ITlli  of  January,  17H1,  tlic  8lh  of  May,  1T81,  anil  the  8ih  of 
March,  178.5,  fthall  be  enlillfd  lorecifivn  the^^aiMf,  nlthnui<h 
Rnch  oflic(;r  may  have  rfci-iveJ,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  com- 
ntutaiioii  of  full  pav  for  live  year»,  iiinlcr  the  re>K>lu(ioii  of 
t;ongrc«s,  of  Ihe  -Xld  of  March,  1783,  " 

— after  the  words  "  eighty-five,"  may  be  inserted 
the  words  "  including  assistant  surgeons,  or  sur- 
geons'mates,  who  shall  be  allowed  the  same  as 
lieutenants." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  further 
by  adding,  after  the  fifth  section,  the  following: 

fcflnrf  be  il  further  enacteit.  That  in  all  cases  where  any 
olTicer  rweived  full  pay  under  the  act  of  ISlli  of  May,  1828, 
or  any  other  act  of  ConKrc«8  grnntiii);  peiisioita  lo  ilie  oti). 
cer:^  and  ioldiersof  the  Army  (it  the  Revolulion,  one  half  the 
aniouut  8o  received  shall  be  deilucled  from  the  sum  to 
whirl)  such  officer,  or  his  lineal  deseendantj<  may  be  entitled 
under  Uiis  act,  and  the  time  for  which  such  olticer's  half 
pay  shall  be  computed,  bhall  cease  at  the  lime  tie  receives 
such  pension. 

I  desire  to  say  that  the  object  of  the  committee 
has  been  throughout,  and  the  bill  has  been  drawn 
with  that  single  view,  to  do  mere  justice  to  these 
officers,  and  to  give  no  one  an  advantage  over 
another.  Therefore,  this  clause  contains  this  pro- 
vision. In  18-28  all  surviving  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army,  bjr  the  act  passed  on  the  ISth  of 
May,  were  to  receive  full  pay  for  life.  The  act 
contains  a  provision  that  their  half  pay  under  this 
act  shall  cease  at  the  time  when  their  pensions 
commenced;  but  their  pension  was  more  than 
half  pay;  it  was  full  pay;  and  this  additional  sec- 
tion merely  provides,  that  whatsoever  they  receive 
over  and  above  their  half  pay,  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  sum  lo  which  they  may  be  entitled. 
This  is  done  with  the  view  of  putting  the  survivors 
on  the  same  footing  as  deceased  officers. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  do  not  know  that  I  prop- 
erly understand  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina;  and  I  will  ask  him 
whether  I  understand  it  aright.  I  f  I  do,  it  provides 
that  from  the  lime  that  the  pensions  under  the  act 
of  1838  commenced,  the  half  pay  shall  ceoae. 

Mr.  EVANS.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  WALKER.  And  in  addition  thereto,  if 
an  officer  lived  for  any  length  of  time  afterwards, 
and  received  a  pension,  one  half  of  the  pension  so 
received  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  half 
pay  which  he  would  have  received  up  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pension. 

Mr.  EVANS.     That  is  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  go  for 
that  proposition.  I  think  thai  the  withholding  of 
the  naif  pay  of  the  revolutionary  officers,  or 
rather  the  commutation  of  it,  inflicted  sufficient 
injury  upon  them. 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  objects  to  the  amendment,  I  will  with- 
draw it. 


Mr.  WALKER.  I  think  that  it  is  better  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant bill,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  in  favor  of  it;  nor,  1  may  say,  to 
vote  against  it  at  present.  All  those  who  have 
known,  historically  or  traditionally,  anything  of 
the  events  of  the  Revolution,  must  know  that  it 
was  a  period  of  suffering  from  its  commencement 
to  its  termination.  In  fact,  during  the  existence 
of  that  struggle,  we  had  scarcely  a  Government. 
Our  institutions  were  kept  on  almost  by  their  own 
force.  From  the  commencement  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Revolution,  from  year  to  year,  there 
was  a  successive  depreciation  of  the  currency 
issued  by  the  Government,  whether  in  the  shape 
of  securities,  or  Continental  money,  or  whatever 
it  was.  These  were  graduated,  and  the  losses 
were  imposed  upon  the  community  from  time  to 
time. 

We  all  know  that  the  amount  of  payment  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  was  small;  in  fact,  next  to 
nothing.  My  own  father  was  one  of  the  officera 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and  I  recollect  per- 
fectly, that  when  a  boy,  I  heard  him  tell  that  he 
had  siven  a  month's  pay  for  what  was  called. a 
"  yard  "  of  tobocco  in  those  days.  That  depreci- 
ation was  the  lot  of  all. 

Now,  my  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  matter  is 
this:  This  matter  was  seltleii  nearly  half  acentury 
KSO.  I  do  not  know  how  it  conies  before  us. 
Have  there  been  applications  from  any  particular 
quarter  for  it.'  Then,  if  we  begin  a  system  of 
compensation  which  shall  make  the  Government 
pay  in  one  case,  or  one  class  of  cases,  the.actiial 
and  nominal  amount  of  its  money  issues,  without 
reference  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  at  which 
they  were  issued,  why  ore  we  not  called  upon 
to  pay  off"  the  old  Coiiliiiental  money,  ilollar  for 
dollar.'  Yet  we  all  know  that  it  is  perfectly  im- 
possible to  do  any  such  thing;  our  revenue  could 
not  meet  it  at  all.  The  losses  of  the  Revolulion 
did  not  fall  upon  individuals  alone,  but  more  or 
less  upon  the  whole  community;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  ought  lo  understand  thoroughly  what 
ne  are  doing.  The  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  I  know,  has  investigated  the  subject;and 
after  his  examinations,  he  has  stated  the  amount 
of  expense  to  which  the  bill  will  subject  us  as  not 
exceeding  J4,000,000.  But,  sir,  every  man  who 
has  attended  to  the  operations  of  this  Government 
for  a  series  of  years,  must  know  how  little  depend- 
ence can  be  placed  on  such  calculations.  Let  any 
man  go  back  to  the  history  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  heavy  ones  of  which  commenced  about  1831, 
and  be  will  observe  what  little  connection  there 
has  been  between  the  estimates  and  the  actual  ex- 
penditures under  the  pension  laws.  The  expend- 
itures have  exceeded  the  estimates  three  or  four 
or  five  times.  This  will  be  the  case  here.  Judg- 
ing from  what  has  happened,  we  may  well  suppose 
that  this  will  be  so.  Perhaps  we  have  not  suf- 
ficient materials  on  which  to  base  a  calculation. 
Whatever  the  circumstances  were  which  led  lo  the 
result,  such,  nevertheless,  has  been  the  fact  under 
the  pension  laws. 

1  think  I  am  in  the  same  condition  with  a  num- 
ber of  other  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  staling  that  I 
am  not  now  prepared  to  vote  on  this  bill.  I  want 
to  do  justice;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  bill  will 
be  either  opening  the  door  very  partially,  or  will 
be  opening  a  door  for  expenditures  which  it  would 
be  out  of  the  power  of  this  or  any  other  Govern- 
ment to  meet. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Mr.  President,  when  this  bill 
was  before  the  Senate,  some  days  ago,  I  subroit- 
ted  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  fair  statement  of  the 
amount  in  which  it  was  likely  to  involve  us  in  the 
way  of  expenditure.  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  a 
letter  from  the  Third  Auditor,  in  which  he  says 
that  the  wholenumber  of  officers  who  have  received 
the  commutation,  or  half  pay  for  life,  amounts  to 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-six.  If  you 
add  to  these  the  claims  that  have  never  been  pre- 
sented,forty-six  more,  it  will  make  two  thousand 
three  hundred.  The  highest  amountat  which  the 
officers  of  the  Revolution  have  ever  been  estimated 
was  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty;  but 
it  does  not  appear,  from  the  books  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  that  more  than  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  have  ever  received  commu- 
tation,or  half  pay.    Now,  if  you  take  the  average 
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number  of  officers  at  two  thousand  three  hundred , 
and  allow  them  (what  I  endeavored  to  show,  and 
what  I  have  no  doubt  is  an  over,  rather  than  an 
under  estimate)  the  half-  pay  of  a  captain  for 
twentyyears,  taking  that  as  the  average  of  their 
lives,  the  amount  ot  expenditure  will  be  what  I 
before  staled.  In  the  books  in  relation  to  revolu- 
tionary claims  that  I  have  looked  at,  the  officers 
°  are  said  to  beef  the  age  of  "  thirty  and  upwards." 
If  they  were  of  that^ge,  I  think  we  may  fairly 
compute — and  this  is  the  largest  computation  that 
I  have  seen — the  average  of  their  lives  at  twenty 
years  beyobd  the -close  of  the  war.  Then  the  half 
pay  of  a  captain,  which  would  be  about  the  aver- 
age, and  probably  a  little  more  than  an  average, 
of  the  half  pay  of  all  the  officers,  would  be  $3,400, 
deducting,  as  this  bill  proposes,  the  commutation 
which  each  has  already  received.  EUch  officer, 
therefore,  will,  on  the  average,  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive (2,400  under  this  bill.  Then,  according  to 
this  calculation,  the  lar^eest  amount,  supposing 
that  the  descendants  or  every  officer  of  whom 
we  have  any  record,  come  in,  and  receive  under 
this  bill,  will  be  |5,530,000.  But  of  this  number, ' 
two  thousand  three  hundred,  what  proportion  is 
it  likely  will  ever  present  their  claims?  In  the 
first  place,  I  think  it  a  fair  presumption,  that  in  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  between  the  Revolution 
and  this  period,  at  least  one  fourth  of  those  fami- 
lies have  become  extinct.  To  be  sure,  this  is  con- 
jectural. We  have  no  tables,  no  statistics,  by 
which  we  can  ascertain  this  matter  with  any  great 
certainty.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  state  one  or 
two  facta  in  connection  with  it. 

I  had  occasion  some  years  ago  to  compare  a 
list  of  the  British  peerage  of  1756  with  that  of 
1830,  a  period  of  about  sixty  ysars.  From  the 
comparison,  it  appeared  that  more  than  one  half  of 
the  names  which  existed  in  the  British  peerage  in 
1756,  had  disappeared  entirely  before  1830.  In  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  title  had  become  extinct, 
and  the  families  that  owned  them  were  no  more; 
or  it  may  have  been  (and  no  doubt  it  was  in  many 
eases  the  fact)  that  the  title  had  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  female  branches  of  the  family,  b^ 
whose  marriage  the  name  was  changed.  This  ■■ 
the  only  fact  within  my 'knowledge  by  which  I 
have  any  means  of  ascertaining  this  point;  but  I 
think  it  a  very  iitir  calculation,  from  the  informa- 
tion which  I  can  obtain  on  the  subject,  that  in  the 
period  which  has  elapsed  from  the  Revolution  to 
this  time,  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  revolutionary 
families  have  become  extinct.  Taking  one  fourth 
from  two  thousand  three  hundred,  we  have  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  as  the 
probable  number  of  the  officers  whose  descendants 
will  be  entitled  to  relief  under  this  bill. 

Now,  air,  suppose  the  descendants  of  everyone 
of  these  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  should  apply,  what  sum  will  you  have  to  pro- 
vide for  them  under  the  bill?  Only  i4,140,000. 
But,  is  it  likely  that  all  will  apply  ?  Are  the  de- 
scendants of  each  one  of  the  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  now  in  such  a  location 
that  they  can  be  easily  identified  ?  I  have  gone 
into  some  calculations  upon  this  matter,  and  I  will 
state  my  conclusions  to  the  Senaie. 

By  the  act  of  1838,  a  pension  was  granted  to  all 
the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. In  the  returns  from  the  Pension  Office,  this 
statement  appears:  that  there  were  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three  applications  under 
that  set,  and  that  of  thisnumber  only  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  were  ever  put  upon 
the  pension  list.  The  rest  were  unab'e  to  make 
out  their  claims.  I  assume,  therefore,  that,  al- 
though under  the  pension  law  of  1838,  nsarly  half 
t|ie  applications  were  disallowed  for  want  of 
proof,  yet  that  one  fourth  the  officers  may  now  be 
fairly  estimated  as  incapable  ofproving  their  cases 
under  this  bill.  Their  descendants  are  scattered 
firom  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  ocean.  Then,  taking  off  one  fourth  of 
this  number,  it  will  leave  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-four.  Multiply  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  by  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred, and  it  will  give  you  as  the  total  amount 
necessary  to  be  appropnated  for  the  entire  extin- 
guishment of  all  tne  claims  likely  to  come  in  under 
this  bill,  $3,985,600— a  little  less  than  $3,000,000. 

This  seems  to  be  a  large  sum,  but  compare  it 
with  what  you  have  done  in  other  cases.  We 
have  now  the  largest  pension  list  in  the  world,  I 
believe,  in  proportion  to  the  military  force  which 


we  have  employed  in  our  wars.  I  find ,  in  look- 
ing at  the  reportof  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
that  we  have  now  upori  the  pension  rolls  fineen 
thousand  persons,  and  we  have  been  paying  them 
since  1833,  a  period  of  twenty  years,  on  an  av- 
erage $1,000,000  a  year.  In  1851,  the  estimate 
for  pensions  was  $3,344,330.  The  actual  pay- 
ment for  the  last  year  was  $1,876,072.  That  is 
the  sum  which  we  are  now  paying  from  year  to 
year.  Twice  that  sum  will  more  tnsn  provide  for 
all  the  claims  which  will  be  allowed  under  this 
act.  If,  therefore,  we  have  dealt  so  liberally  with 
those  who  are  now  living,  who  rendered  services, 
why  should  we  not  make  some  adequate  provis- 
ion for  the  descendants  of  those  who  are  dead  ? 

There  is  another  view  of  this  question.  We 
passed, the  other  day — and  Ibrlieve  that  you, Mr. 
President,  [Mr.  Poor  occupying  the  chair,]  was 
the  principal  champion  of  it — a  bill  to  give  ten 
millions  or  acres  for  lunatic  asylums  in  the  States. 
1  suppose  that  the  value  of  that  grant  may  be  put 
down  at  $10,000,000.  I  find,  on  looking  at  the  re- 
ports, that,  for  military  services,  we  nave  given 
away  twenty-four  millions  of  acres  of  land,  and 
that  more  than  three  fourths  of  this  quantity  hiu 
been  granted  to  those  who  were  en  aged  m  the 
war  of  1812,  to  those  engaged  in  Indian  warfares, 
and  in  the  Florida  and  Mexican  wars.  I  find,  in 
addition  to  this,  that  we  have  granted  away  for 
railroad  purposes  six  millions  of  acres.  This 
makes  a  total  of  forty  millions  of  acres  of  land 
which  we  have  given  away  for  the  living;  yet  some 
gentlemen  object  to  providing  a  small  pittance  for 
the  descendants  of  those  who  are  dead. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  seems  to 
think  that  this  bill  has  been  sprung  upon  the  Sen- 
ate in  some  irregular  way.  Now,  sir,  I  find,  in 
looking  through  the  previous  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress— for  I  know,  personally,  very  little  of  what 
has  been  done  here — that,  in  1818,  there  was  a 
report  by  Mr.  Richard  M.  Johnson  upon  this  sub- 
ject. He  reported  a  bill  proposing  to  provide  for 
these  claims  pretty  much  as  inis  bill  does.  Again, 
in  1834  and  1828  there  were  similar  bills  reported. 
They,  however,  ultimated  in  granting  pensions  to 
the  living,  although  the  committees  reported  bills 
corresponding  very  much  with  the  provisions  of 
this,  except  that,  instead  of  going  back  to  the 
half  pay,  and  charging  the  officer  with  what  he 
received  by  way  of  commutation,  they  proposed 
to  give  him  the  amount  of  the  commutation,  with 
a  deduction  of  one  eighth  from  it,  and  to  allow 
him  interest  also.  That  was  done  because,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  evidence,  it  appeared  that  the  officers 
received  actually  only  about  one  eighth  of  Ote 
amount  of  their  commutation. 

1  have  not  looked  much  into  the  progress  of  the 
Question  from  that  time;  and  I  da  not  find  that 
there  were  any  petitions  presented  from  1828  up  to 
1850.  About  that  period,  the  petitions  on  which 
the  bill  is  framed  began  to  be  presented.  At  the 
last  Congress  there  were  two  or  three.  This  year 
there  are  about  filVv;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  next 
jrear  there  will  be  five  hundred,  and  they  will  con- 
tinue to  multiply,  until  finally  your  table  will  be 
covered  with  them,  and  something  will  have  to  be 
done. 

I  have  now  stated,  Mr.  President,  all  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  in  relation  to  the  subject; 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss,  what  I  suppose 
every  Senator  feels,  the  great  propriety  and  justice 
of  the  claims  which  these  people  have  upon  us. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
make  an  additional  observation  at  present,  in  re- 

gly  to  a  seeming  objection  tnken  by  the  honorable 
enator  from  Michigan  to  this  bill.  He  seemed 
to  liken  it  to  that  class  of  propositions  which  have 
been  made  here,  to  make  good  to  the  recipients 
the  depreciation  upon  our  revolutionary  currency. 
He  will  observe  upon  examining  the  bill,  that  it 
does  not  partake  of  that  quality  afall;  but  the 
moving  consideration  of  the  bill  was  undoubtedly 
the  depreciation  of  the  revolutionary  currency. 
The  Senator  must  be  aware  that  promises  were 
made,  under  resolutions  4)f  Congress,  of  half  pay 
for  life  to  those  officers  who  should  serve  to  the 
end  of  the  revolutionary  war.  That  got  up  a 
clamor  in  the  country  that  there  was  likely  to  be 
fastened  upon  ita  pensioned  class  for  life;  and  the 
proposition  became  very  unpopular.  It  was  then 
propooed,  I  think  by  General  Washington  in  the 
firat  instance,  that  Congress  should  commute  this 
half  pay  for  life,  to  five  years'  full  pay.  In  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  commuting  the  half  pay 


for  life,  it  was  not  provided  that  the  individual 
officers  should  be  called  upon  to  give  their  assent 
to  it,  but  thai  it  should  be  given  by  divisions. 

Mr.  CASS.    By  State  lines. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Yes,  sir,  by  the  Continental 
lines  of  the  several  States.  Agents  were  sent  into 
the  country,  and  this  assent  was  obtained,  either 
expressly  or  impliedly;  but  in  whatever  way  the 
commutation  was  assented  to,  it  was  evidently 
the  supposition  of  (hose  whose  half  pay  for  lin 
was  thus  to  be  commuted,  that  they  were  to  re- 
ceive the  full  amount  of  the  commutation.  In- 
stead, however,  of  receiving  it  in  money, commu- 
tation certificates  were  issued;  and  it  is  known, 
as  part  of  the  history  of  the  country,  that  those 
certificates  immediately  became  depreciated  until 
they  were  worth  at  different  periods,  varying  from 
eight  to  twelve  per  cent.  only. 

Now,  this  bill  proposes  to  reinstate  the  parties, 
upon  certain  dftiditions,  in  their  half  pay  for  life; 
but  it  does  not  propose  that  the  Government  shall 
pay  the  commutation  over  again,  for  it  provides 
that  the  nominal  amount  of  the  commutation  shall 
be  deducted  in  full,  notwithstanding  the  deprecia- 
tion from  the  amount  of  the  half  pay  to  which 
the  officer  would  be  entitled;  consequently  we  ar« 
not  making  eood  the  depreciation  upon  oar  cer- 
tificates of  that  day,  bat  wa  are  restoring  each 
officer  to  his  rights  under  the  promise  of  half  pay, 
and  then  deducting  the  nominal  amount  of  which 
he  did  get  by  way  of  commutation.-  The  result 
will  be  this:  If  the  life  was  a  short  one,  the  com- 
mutation will  amount  in  reality  to  as  much,  and 
in  fact  to  more  than  the  ha»  pay  for  life;  and 
therefore,  the  descendants,  in  such  coses,  will  get 
nothing,  for  when  you  come  to  make  the  deduc- 
tion, there  will  be  found  to  be  a  balance  against 
the  officer.  But  if  the  life  was  a  good  one,  or  a 
•ong  one,  if  it  ran  on  until  the  time  when  the  half 
pay,  according  to  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
would  amount  to  more  than  the  full  sum  of  ths 
commutation^  then  the  descendants  will  get  the 
balance,  after  deducting  the  commutation.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  perceived  by  the  Senator'from  Mich- 
igan ,  and  by  t!he  Senate,  that  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  do  not  make  good  any  depreciation  whatever. 

The  Senator's  recollectioa  may  serve  him  in  re- 
membering 4hat  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  two  years  ago,  I  believe,  did  bring  forward 
a  proposition  to  make  up  to  the  officers  of  the 
Revolution,  the  amount  oftbe  depreciation.  That 
committee  at  this  session,  could  not  agree  upon 
that  proposition;  but  they  deemed  it  wiser  to 
report  this  bill;  and  after  a  very  full  and  careful 
examination  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
he  reported  the  bill.  I  am  satisfied  that  be  ha* 
examined  its  provisions  with  great  care,  and  that 
he  has  devoted  much  attention  to  the  history  of  tha 
period.  I  am  satisfied,  as  I  doubt  not  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  are,  that  this  bill,  to 
say  the  very  most  of  it,  will  do  nothing  more  than 
legal  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  Revolution.  I  for 
one  should  be  truly  gratified  to  see  it  passed. 

M  r.  CASS.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin must  not  misunderatand  me.  I  take  no 
position  against  the  bill,  but  as  it  had  not  been 
argued,  I  threw  out  the  suggestions  which  occurred 
to  me. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  did  not  onderatand  the  Sen- 
ator as  opposing  the  bill,  and  I  wished  simply  to 
answer  the  objections  which  he  suggested. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  difficulty  which  occnra  to  me 
is  precisely  this:  It  is  now  proposed  to  reopen, 
nnder  the  Constitution,  claims  which  have  arisen 
from  the  bad  faith,  if  you  may  give  it  that  name, 
of  the  Government  of  the  Revolution.  Although 
it  did  all  it  could,  it  was  incapable  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  pledged  faith  of  the  Government.  If 
you  o)>en  that  question  in  this  case,  I  d«  not  sea 
why  you  should  not  reopen  it  in  every  other. 

The  men  of  the  Revolution  settled  the  claims  of 
the  Revolution.  The  c)uestion  of  commutation 
must  have  been  settled  sixty-five  or  seventy  yearn 
ago,  and  at  that  period  the  parties  received  tb« 
commutation  in  full  discharge  of  their  claims  on 
the  Government  I  cannot  state  precisely  the  cir- 
cumstances, for  I  have  not  adverted  to  the  matter 
for  some  time;  but  I  know  the  facts  traditionally. 
As  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  very 
correctly  says,  there  wAs  a  great  prejudice  against 
the  proposition  to  continue  life  pensions,  precisely 
as  there  was  a  prejudice  against  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati!.  The  hereditary  nature  of  that  society 
created  such  a  prejudice  o^institthatthesociaty. 
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in  fact,  becnme  exiinguished.  That  feature  of  it 
was  abolished,  and  the  society  went  on.  There 
was  a  similar  feeling  against  life  pensions,  and 
therefore  there  was  «  change.  If  I  understand  it, 
the  change  was  not  in  all  instances  agreed  to  by 
individuals,  but  submitted  to  the  lines  of  difTerenl 
Slates,  and  agreed  to  by  them,  and  the  commuta- 
tions were  then  accepted  by  the  individuals. 

Now,  there  ia  no  doubt  lliat  the  Government 
was  bound  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  commuta- 
tion. You  may  consider  it,  if  you  please,  a  breach 
of  faith  that  ii  was  not  paid,  but  it  was  not  paid 
because  the  Government  had  no  means  with 
which  to  pay  it.  So  it  is  a  breach  of  faith  that 
you  did  not  pay  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
who  went  barefooted  and  without  clothes.  They 
were  supported  throughout  all  that  trying  strug- 
gle by  a  principle  of  patriotism,  the  most  glorious 
that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Now,  then,  I  ask  again,  Mr.  President,  without 
■aying  how  this  bill  ought  to  be  determined,  why 
Befect  this  particular  instance  of  the  incapacity  of 
the  Government  to  carry  out  its  pledged  faith? 
Why  not  c^rry  the  principle  through,  and  look  to 
all  other  cases,  and  provide  f.>r  ihesoldiers  as  well 
-  as  the  officers  of  the  Revolution.  This  is  my  dif- 
ficulty, and  it  is  the  only  difficulty  I  have  about 
the  bill.  If  there  has  been  a  want  of  faith  on  the 
partof  the  Government,  or  an  incapability  to  fulfill 
Its  promises,  and  we  are  now  able  to  fulfill  them, 
let  us  do  so. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  And  provide  for  the  Conti- 
nental money.' 

Mr.  CASS.  Certainly.  Why  not  include  the 
Continental  money  and  various  other  matters.'  If, 
wiien  the  Government  began  issuing  that  currency , 
-  it  considered  each  paper  dollar  issued  as  equal  to 
a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  was  a  depreciation  perhaps  of  fifty  per 
centum,  and  it  went  on  the  succeeding  year  to 
seventy-five  per  centum,  and  so  on  until  you  can 
hardly  count  the  rate  of  depreciation,  why  not  go 
back  and  ascertain  those  scales  of  depreciation, 
and  actually  pay  the  face  amount  of  that  currency? 
We  all  know  that  there  was  a  great  loss  upon 
that  species  of  currency.  Some  of  the  younger 
portion  of  the  Senate  may  suppose,  perhaps,  tliat 
It  was  funded  like  the  other  debts  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  so.  Not  a 
dollar  of  it,  not  a  cent  of  it,  was  ever  funded.  It 
died  in  the  hands  of  the  community.  The  sol- 
diers were  paid  in  it,  but  it  went  for  nothing,  and 
it  died  in  their  hands.  I  repeat,  then,  if  you  once 
begin  to  open  that  question  with  relation  to  the 
»  faith  of  the  Revolutionary  Government  and  the 
non-fulfillment  of  its  obligations,  let  us  examine 
the  whole  of  it,  and  I  do  not  see,  myself,  why 
you  should  select  one  case  any  more  than  another. 
Before  that  is  done  the  whole  subject  ought  to  be 
much  more  maturely  considered  than  it  has  been. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  look  a  little  further 
into  this  matter,  and  I  perceive  indications  on  the 
part  of  those  around  me  to  do  so;  1  therefore 
move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed,  say  for  a  week. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  would  be  better  to  say  next 
week. 

Mr.  SRWARD.     Next  Wednesday. 

Mr.  EVANS.     Suppose  we  say  Monday. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  honorable  Senator  who 
has  charge  of  the  bill  suggests  Monday.  I  have 
no  objection  to  that  except  this:  I  am  informed 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Pearce]  desired,  probably,  to  submit  some  views 
to  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and  1  am  told  that  he 
is  detained  from  here  by  illness,  and  is  not  likely 
to  return  before  the  day  which  I  have  named.  I 
therefore  move  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  until  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  EVANS.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senate  have  been  good  enough 
to  say  that  they  will  hear  my  remarks  upon  an- 
other subject  on  Mond.ay  next.  There  is  no  par- 
ticular pressure  of  business,  I  believe;  but,  if  there 
is,  I  will  give  way. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  ia  better  to  sav  Wednes- 
day next,  the  day  which  I  have  already  named. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Before  the  question  is  put  on 
the  motion  to  posipone,  I  wish  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  question  put  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan,  that  I  think  the  answer  to  his  question 
is  a  very  plain  one.  The  question  he  asks  is,  why 
not  ex  lend  this  principle  to  the  soldiers  as  well  as  to 
the  officers  of  the  Revolution?    The  plain  answer 


is,  that  the  Government  made  a  promise  to  the 
officers. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  see  that  the  honorable  Senator 
misunderstands  me.  I  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  soldiers  were  not  entitled  to  this  pension,  if  it 
may  be  so  called;  but  what  I  mean  to  say,  is, 
why  not  ascertain  the  value  of  the  pay  given  to 
the  soldiers,  and,  if  it  turns  out  to  be  worth  noth- 
ing, why  not  pay  them  again?  I  know  they  were 
not  entiiled  to  commutation,  but  every  one  knows 
that  their  pay  was,  in  point  of  fact,  nothing. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  have  no  objection  to  going 
as  far  as  the  Senator  from  Michigan  would  go; 
but  for  our  present  purpose,  the  answer  to  the 
query  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  is  very  plain. 
The  Government  promised  half  |iay  for  life  lo  the 
officers  if  they  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  They 
did  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  complied  with 
the  conditions  on  their  part.  Then,  as  it  were,  in 
violation  of  the  contract,  they  were  cut  down  in 
the  amount  promised  them.  They  were  tacitly 
forced  to  take  a  commutation  of  their  half  pay  for 
life,infive  years' fullpay, and  even  that  commuta- 
tion was  never  paid.  i\ow,  we  propose  to  comply 
with  the  promisfc  of  the  Government  to  some  ex- 
tent. We  cannot  do  it  to  the  full  extent;  but  we 
propose  to  comply  with  it  as  far  as  we  can,  and 
to  make  good  the  promise  as  far  as  it  is  in  our 
power  to  do  so. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  moiion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until 
Wednesday  the  26ib  instant;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  aftei  sometime  spent  therein,  thedoors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  April  18,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbcrn. 
The  Journalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
what  the  first  question  is  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  Increasing  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Executive  Departments  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  on  yesterday;  and 
the  question  is,  "  Shall  the  main  question  upon  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  now  put?"  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  having  been  seconded  on 
yesterday. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Is  it  in  order  to  make  any 
remarks  at  this  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  previous 
question  was  seconded  yesterday,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Would  it  be  in  order 
to  have  the  bill  now  read  ? 

Mr.  DEAN.  The  original  bill  was  read  yes- 
terday. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ia  not  in  order  to  have  the 
bill  read  as  a  matter  of  right,  upon  the  demand  of 
a  single  member,  but  It  is  competent  for  a  major- 
ity of  the  House  to  order  the  bill  to  be  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
ion  to  it. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  object.  The  bill  is  published 
in  the  Globe  which  Is  upon  our  desks,  and  every 
memlier  can  look  at  it  for  himself. 

Mr.  HENN.  It  will  be  much  more  intelligible 
if  gentlemen  will  read  it  for  themselves  in  the 
Globe.     I  also  object. 

Mr.  SAGE.  When  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ard  read  a  third  time 
shall  have  been  reconsidered,  will  it  then  be  open 
for  discussion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  shall  recon- 
sider the  vote,  the  bill  will  then  be  subject  to  com- 
mitment or  lo  amendment,  and  will  be  open  to 
discussion. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  one 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  indi- 
cated yesterday  that  he  desired  to  olferan  amend- 
ment. Now  I  want  to  know  If,  by  unanimous 
consent,  he  cannot  olTer  it  without  the  necessity 
of  takinj;  all  the  backward  steps  which  will  be 
required  in  order  to  reach  it  regularly  ? 


The  SPEAKER.  Certainly  it  will  be  compe- 
tent for  the  House  lo  omend  the  bill  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.     I    have  no  objection    to  the 
ameiidment  indicated  by  the  gentleman  froip  Ten- 
nessee, and  I  hope  it  may  be  allowed,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  to  be  offered. 
Mr.  DEAN.     I  object. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill. 
I  am  willing  that  it  should  be  thrown  open  for 
amendment  and  discussion.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  yesterday  had  the  previous 
question  ordered  upon  the  bill  without  giving  us 
an  opportunity  of  saying  one  word  upon  it,  and 
I  am  now  unwilling  that  the  gentleman  should  be 
allowed  by  unanimous  consent  to  go  back  and 
make  the  modification  which  he  desires,  without 
giving  others  an  opportunity  for  explanation.  If 
the  bill,  by  general  consent,  may  be  thrown  open 
to  discussion  and  amendment,  I  nave  no  objection; 
but  I  am  not  willing  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
>sylvanla  shall  have  the  general  consent  to  accom- 
plish his  own  purposes. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  have  no  modification  to  pro- 
pose, or  desire  for  discussion.  I  only  desired 
unanimous  consent  to  accommodate  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee. 

The  SPEAKER.  Discussion  is  not  in  order, 
the  previous  question  having  been  seconded.  The 
question  now  is,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider?" 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  being  upon  reconsidering  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  LETCHER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  vote  was 
reconsidered. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime,  was  upon  my 
motion.  I  staled,  at  the  time  of  making  It,  that  it 
was  with  a  view  of  so  amending  the  bill  as  lo  pre- 
vent it  trom  making  the  appropriation  for  the  sal- 
aries provided  for  in  it  permanent.  I  now  propose 
to  make  that  amendment.  I  move,  therefore,  to 
add  ot  the  end  of  the  original  bill  the  following: 

Protiiteii,  ThatnnthinghBfein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
Btrtipd  as  lo  make  an  appropriation  for  any  period  beyond 
lhc30Uior  June,  l&VI. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
theamendment. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  have  the  power.  I  am  will- 
ing to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into 
an  argument  upon  the  merits  of  this  bill.  It  is 
objectionable  to  me  in  its  main  features,  and,  for 
one,  I  cannot  support  it;  but  having  proposed  the 
amendment  which  I  indicated  to  the  House  that 
I  would,  if  the  vote  was  reconsidered  by  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  I  shall  make  no  other  motion  in  refer- 
ence lo  the  bill,  but  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  which  I  am  sure  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  House.  Members  will 
think  that  il  is  right.  1  move  to  strike  out  the 
words: 

"  And  all  vacancies  in  any  of  the  cla.<ve8  named  in  said 
act  mentioned  sliall  be  filled  by  promouoii  from  llie  next 
cla.-»8  below.'* 

The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  destroy  the 
proposition  that  where  a  vacancy  occurs  in  class 
number  three,  the  highest  office,  il  is  bound  lo  be 
filled  by  a  clerk  of  class  number  two,  when  a 
number  one  Is  better  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  than  number  two.  If  the  amendment  be 
adopted,  promotion  will  be  left  to  thediscretion  of 
the  heads  of  the  Departments.  They  will  not  be 
restricted  In  their  action.  If  a  number  one  is  a 
more  efficientclerk  than  a  num-ber  two,  they  will  be 
allowed  to  promote  him.  Now  they  cannot  do  so. 
Merit  should  be  the  stepping-stone  to  promotion; 
and  if  my  proposition  be  adopted,  it  will  be,  under 
this  bill.  Heads  of  Departments  have  the  right  to 
make  their  appointments  as  they  deem  best.  I 
doubt  very  much  the  propriety,  or  the  right,  of 
Congress  to  fix  rules  for  these  promotions;  but  1 
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wilt  not  argue  the  question.  It  ia  ao  obvionsthat 
the  appointing  power  should  not  be  restricted  by 
them,  that  I  will  content  myself  with  submitting 
the  question  to  the  House  without  further  remark. 
Hereafter  I  may  suggest  another  amendment.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  proper  for  me  to  call  for  the 
previous  question,  and  I  will  not  do  so. 

The  amendment  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ^notion 
^hich  my  colleague  has  made,  to  strike  out  that 
provision  of  the  bill,  ia  one  which  it  seems  to  me 
ths  House  will  not  hesitate  to  adopt.  It  is  a  new 
principl*  introduced  into  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, 10  far  as  I  am  aware  of  it,  that  promotions 
of  ths  civil  list  shall  be  made  according  to  the  rule 
and  practice  which  has  heretofore  only  obtained 
in  the  military  service^ of  the  country.  It  is  very 
evident  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  country  to 
eonfins  appointments  to  wnj  pe^ticular  class.  It 
is  against  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  it  is 
against  Ihs  proper  exercise  of  the  appointing  pow- 
er itself,  that  it  shall  be  limi(«d  to  any  specifiol 
persons,  or  any  specific  class  of  persons.  ^ 

But,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  objection  goes 
a  step  further,  and  that  the  provision  contained  in 
this  act,  by  which  vacancies  in  the  first  class  must 
be  filled  from  the  second  class,  is  absolutely  un- 
constitutional. The  Constitution  provides  that 
Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such 
inferior  officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  or  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
of  Departments.  Now,  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  Congress  itself  cannot  make  the  appointment. 
These  two  Houses  of  Congress  coulo  not  by  act 
appoint  A,  B,  or  C  to  any  office  in  this  Qovern- 
ntent.  The  appointing  power  ia  not  in  Congress, 
but  to  Congress  is  delegated  the  rigiit  to  vest  the 
appointment  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  heads 
of  Oepartiaents,  or  in  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Now,  when  Congress  proceeds  to  e:^er- 
ase  thia  constitutional  power,  by  vesting  the  ap- 
pointment in  the  President,  or  in  the  heads  of  De- 
partments, it  most  vest  the  complete  and  entire 
power.  As  Congress  itself  cannot  make  the  ap- 
pointment, Congress  cannot  by  act  control  the 
mode  and  the  manner;  it  cannot  confine  and  limit 
the  appointing  power  to  persons  and  classes.  But 
the  appointment  and  the  appointing  power  must 
be  regarded  as  a  complete  thing  in  itself. 

Now,  if  it  is  competent  for  Congress  by  act  to 
■ay  to  the  President  or  Heads  of  Departments,  in 
whom  the  act  has  vested  the  power,  you  shall  con- 
fine your  appo^iting  power  to  the  second  class  of 
clerks,  why  may  it  not,  by  the  aaroe  proceas  of 
reasoning,  say,  when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  first 
class,  you  shall  give  it  to  the  oldest  officer  in  the 
second  class .' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  allow  me  to  ask  whether  it  would  not 
be  competent  for  us,  if  the  view  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  right  which  he  is  combating,  to  provide 
in  ths  nivil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  that 
all  the  valuable  offices — say  all  those  of  which  the 
salaries  At  more  than  |||2,000 — shall  be  filled  by 
«x-roembers  of  Congress?  It  would  be  a  fine 
thing;  for  legislation  of  that  sort  would  make  a 
great  many  ez-members  of  Congress,  and  we 
might  provide  for  those  gentlemen  who  are  put 
out.     (LeughterO 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  It  involves  precisely  thesame 
idea.  The  whole  matter  amounts  to  this:  that 
as  the  appointment  itself  cannot  be  made  by  Con- 
gress itself,  so  Congress  cannot,  by  act,  control 
the  person  to  whom  the  appointing  power  ia  given, 
but  to  that'person  must  be  left  the  powerof  making 
the  selection  to  fill  vacancies. 

Mr.  R0BBIN3.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  and  am 
perfectly  willing  to  accept  it,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  My  principal  desire  waa  to 
bring  thia  queation  to  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
so  clear  a  pvinciple  that  the  mere  statement  of  it 
would  lead  to  no  further  argument  on  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  that  there  may  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing in  regard  to  theseamendments,  the  Chair  begs 
leave  to  state  that  the  only  pending  amendment  is 
the  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Jones.]  The  amendment^f  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  being  inconsiatentwith  that,  or 
not  connsGtsd  with  it  at  all,  is  not  pending  aa  an 


amendment  to  an  amendment;  and  the  only  amend- 
ment now  before  the  body,  is  the  c^ne  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  GROW.  1  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  if  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Robbiks]  did 
not  accept  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  |no  right  to  accept  it,  as  he  is  acting 
for  the  committee,  and  not  for  himself. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
desire  to  offer.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  a  single 
moment  in  explanation. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  .The  Speaker  has  ruled  that 
no  amendment  is  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Except  that  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.] 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  desire  simply  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  I  received  a  communication  last  even- 
ing from  the  clerks  in  the  navy-yard  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  calling  my  altemion  to  thia  bill, and  re- 
questing me  to  use  my  influence  to  have  a  section 
incorporated  into  it,  providing  that  its  benefits 
should  apply  to  them.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  extend  its  provisions  to  them,  as  the 
expenses  of  living  in  that  city  are  fully  as  high  aa 
they  are  here.  At  the  proper  time,  I  will  move, 
therefore,  to  amend,  by  offering  an  additional  sec- 
tion, providing  for  these  employees  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Brooklyn. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Phillipi]  yield  the  0oor? 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  understood  the  Chair  to 
ssy  that  no  amendments  were  now  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decided  that  no 
amendment  was  in  order,  unless  it  waa  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  which  reads  as  follows: 

Providid,  That  noitiing  lierein  contained  shall  bs  oon- 
■ttued  as  uiaking  an  approprialion  for  any  period  bejrood 
the  30th  of  June,  18S4. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Having  brought  before  the 
House  the  queation  to  which  1  alluded,  I  will  now 
take  the  occasion,  while  1  am  occupying  the  floor, 
to  make  a  few  additional  remarks. 

The  principal  reason  urged  for  the  passage  of 
this  bill  is  the  increase  in  the  expenses  of  living. 
1  make  the  inquiry  if  this  ia  a  local  reault?  la  the 
increased  expense  of  living  confined  to  the  city  of 
Washington;  and  is  it  here,  alone,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  provide  for  thia  change  of  circum- 
stances? if  such  an  increase  in  the  expenses  of 
living  exists — and  I  do  not  deny  it — ia  it  not  uni- 
versal? Is  there  not  thesame  increase  in  expenses 
in  all  ths  Slates — in  my  Slate  as  in  yours,  Mr. 
Speaker?  If  it  a  local  increasa?  If  it  is,  aa  I 
state  it  to  be,  an  increase  «f  expenditare  through- 
out the  country,  owing,  probably,  to  an  influx 
of  a  greater  quantity  of  coin  into  the  country, 
producing  similar  efiects  everywhere,  why  shouM 
the. bill  upon  your  table  confine  the  increase  of 
salaries  to  the  clerks  employed  in  this  particular 
locality  ?  Why  is  not  this  increase  made  in  the 
salariea  of  nlerks  employed  in  the  custom-houses 
and  post  offices  in  the  city  of  Mobile  and  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  where  1  know  the  expenses  of 
living  are  greater  than  at  Washington  ?  If  the 
evil  exists  which  makes  it  necessary  to  act  upon 
this  subject  for  the  clerks  in  this  particular  locality , 
then  I  say  it  is  proper  for  the  committee  to  take 
the  whole  subject  into  consideration,  and  do  equal 
justice  to  theemployeeaof  tbeGovemmentevery- 
where.  If  it  were  for  nothing  else  than  the  prin- 
ciple of  inequality  contained  in  this  bill,  I  should 
be  opposed  to  it. 

I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Cqmmittea 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

[Many  Voices .     "  That  is  right ! "] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  suppose,  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  bill  is  debatable  under  that  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  propose  to  trouble  the  House 
with  but  a  very  few  remarks  upon  this  subject; 
but  I  shall  be  gisd  to  have  their  attention,  because 
I  understand  that  the  subject  which  haa  been 
under  conaideration  ia  the  power  to  appoint  clerka 
from  the  firat.  to  the  aeeond,  and  from  the  second 
to  the  third  classes,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  subject  is  not  under  diaeua- 
aion.    The  amendment  was  not  entertained. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama move  an  amendment  reaching  that  point? 

Mr.  COBB.  I  did;  buttheChair  did  not  enter- 
tain ths  motion,  because  the  eimeiidment  of  the 


gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  [Mr.  Johes]  waa  pend- ' 
ing. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I f  that  iaao,  I  have  no  remarks 
to  offer  now,  and  have  no  pbiection  to  the  bill 
being  aentto  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  Upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Pbilups,]  I  calTfor 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GREENW09D.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  should  modify  his  motion  by 
moving  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  motion  was  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Phillips.]  1 
made  no  motion,  but  only  called  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  1  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  h«pe  we  shall  not  do 
that.    Let  us  refer  the  bill. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  hope  tbe  gentleman  will 
withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  As  it  ia  the  wishof  seveial 
members,  I  will  v^ithdraw  my  motion. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion  to 
commit  the  bill  to  ths  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  SAGE  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ahould  like  to  know  if  diacua- 
aion  can  be  had  now  upon  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  ia  not  in 
order,  unleaa  he  riaea  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  do  riae  to  a  point  of  order.  It 
ia  that  discussion  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  long  since 
decided  that  the  discussions  going  on  throughout 
the  Hall  are  very  disorderly. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  so  understood. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  having  determ- 
ined that  the  main  question' shall  be  now  put, 
cuts  off  all  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were— 
yeaa  39,  nays  87;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mmrs.  Appleton,Barr7,Belcbet,Baf|,Caskle, 
Clingnian,  Corwin,  Cnz,  Crocker,  Oullooi,  JobnO.  Davl*, 
Dean,  Dent,  Drain,  Edyenon,  Tbooias  D.  Eliot,  Blllaen, 
RngUsh,  Fuller,  Ooode,  Grejr,  Grow,  Hsmillon,  Sauipioa 
W.  Harris,  Hastings,  Haven,  Hibbard,  HIealer,  IngeisoU, 
Danirl  T.  Jones,  George  w.  Jones,  Roland  Jonea,  Kit- 
tredge,  Leicber,  Macdonatd,  Maurice,  Middleswsrth,  Mor- 
fan,  Murray,  Parker,  Peek,  Peekbam,  Phillip*,  Plan,  Par- 
year,  David  Kilchle,  BuAn,  Sage,  Seymour,  Bkelloo, 
Wiliisin  Smilb,  George  W.  Soiyih,  Jotin  J.  Taylor,  Na- 
thaniel O.Taylor,  Tracy,  Vaii,  Waltey,  Wbee)er,and  Zol- 
licofler— S9. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Bsrksdals,  Bell,  Bsswett,  Boa- 
son,  Benton,  Bissell,  Bliss,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Carpenter, 
Chandler,  Chriiman,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colquin,  Cook,  Cortis, 
Cnning,  Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  Dnnbar,  Eastman,  Eddy, 
EdmuDdson,  John  M.  Ellion,  Ettaeridga,  Parley,  PaiMknef, 
FeiiioD,  Giddinta,  Greenwood,  Aaros  Harlan,  Aodsew  J. 
Harlan,  Wiiey  P.  Harris,  Harrison,  Henn,  Howe,  Buglies, 
Hunt,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  keilt,  Kerr,  Knox,  Kanz,Lan)am, 
Lindtey,  Lindsley,  McDougall,  McNaIr,  Mace,  Maey,  May- 
all,  Smith  Miller,  Olds,Pbelps,  Pringle,  Richartkwn,Tliaa. 
Kiichey,  Uobbins,  Kogers,  Sapp,  Seward,  Shannon,  Show- 
er, Ocrrit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Sokilb, 
Snodgrass,  Richard  B.  Stanton,  Hesior  L.  Stevens,  Strat- 
lon,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thnrstou,  IJpham, 
Vansani,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Warren,  BUihu  B.  Wasb- 
bume,  Israel  Washburn,  John  Weniwonb,  Tappan  Went- 
wortb,  Wiiu,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Yates— 87. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stats  of  the  Union. 

Pend  ing  th  Is  call , 

Mr.  LILLY  suted  that  he  would  have  voted  in 
the  affirmative,  but  that  he  had  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Disney,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  also,  pending  the  coll,  said: 
I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I  understood  that 
when  the  name  of  the  gentleman  from  ViiEinia 
[Mr.  BatltI  waa  called,  the  gentleman  from  Mia- 
aouri  [Mr.  OENTONl^anawered  for  him.  He  an- 
awered  for  General  Batlt,  supposing  it  was  his 
own  name,  and  there  may  be  two  votes. 

A  Voice.  General  Batlt  would  have  voted 
the  same  way. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  My  friend  firom  South 
Carolina  says  General  Batlt  wouM  have  voted 
the  same  way.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is,  for 
General  Batlt  is  not  in  his  seat;  and  in  order-to 
prevent  mistake,  I  have  raised-the  question,  in 
order  that  this  correction  may  be  made  now. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  heard  the  nameThomaa  H. 
called ,  and  supposing  it  was  intended  for  my  name, 
I  answered  to  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


9a^ 


The  SPEAKER.  The  mistake  will  be  cor- 
rected. Further  debate  ia  not  in  order.  The 
question  now  recurs  upon  the  motion  mude  by  the 
gemleinan  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  suppose  it  will 
be  in  order  now  to  speuk  upon  this  tnll  generally. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 

The  Speaker.  The  Chmr  is  obliged  to  in- 
terrupt the  gentleman,  as  debate  is  not  in  order; 
the  call  for  the  previous  question  having  been 
called  and  sustaineil  by  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  the  question  comes  up 
upon  the  previous  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  quesi inn  has 
already  been  ordered  to  be  now  put.  The  previous 
question  as  demanded  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  [Mr.  Smith,]  sustained  by  the 
House,  atjd  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put, 
first  applies  to  the  motion  to  commit.  The  House 
will  then  be  brought  to  vote  upon  the  pending 
amendment,  and  next  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  All  further 
amendment,  as  well  as  debate,  is  cut  off  by  lite 
previous  queition. 

Mr.  COBC.     Is  my  motion  cut  off  too.' 
The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  am  sure  the  House  did  not  so 
understand  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman must  have  been  out  of  the  House  when 
the  Chair  explained  that  matter.  The  Chair  rose, 
in  order  that  there  might  be  no  mistake  in  regard 
to  the  course  of  proceeding  upon  the  bill,  and 
stated  in  reference  to  the  amendment  of  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  that  two  amendments  dif- 
fering in  their  character  so  widely  as  did  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Jokes,]  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Cobb,]  could  not  be  entertained  at  the 
same  time. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  will  make  an  explanation  when 
the  Chair  is  through. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  slated  distinctly 
that  he  could  entertain  but  one  motion  at  a  time, 
and  did  not  entertain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama. 

Mr.  COBB.  Will  it  not  be  in  order  to  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  previous 
question  was  sustained,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  get 
Diy  amendment  in? 

The  SPEAKER.     That  can  be  done. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  not 
three  members  of  this  House  who  are  opposeil  to 
my  amendment;  and  therefore  1  will  move,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  reconsider»*he  vote  by  which  the 
previous  question  was  sustained. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  amend- 
ment oftered  by  Mr.  Jones;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  now  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  introduce  theamend- 
ment  which  1  before  offered. 

[Several  Membkrs.     I  object.] 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  previousqueslion  was  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  if  that  be  reconsidered, 
then  we  shall  have  to  reconsider  ihe  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[B(lr.  Junes]  was  adopted,  and  the  vote  upon  the 
motion  to  commit  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  For  what  reason,  and  upon 
what  principle? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  We  shall  have  to  recon- 
sider the  successive  votes  which  have  been  taken 
in  order  to  get  back  to  that  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.     Wherefore? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  we  are  to  go  back  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, we  must  go  through  all  the  intermediate 
steps;  we  must  reconsider  all  the  votes  that  have 
been  taken  since  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  votes  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman refers  were  legitimate  and  proper,  whether 
the  previous  question  was  operating  or  not,  and  are 
conclusive  in  their  nature.  The  House  have  de- 
termined that  they  will  not  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thestaieof  the  Union; 
and  by  another  vote  they  have  delermined  that 
they  will  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  leaving  the  previous  question  op- 
erating alone  upon  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  tiiird  time;  and  it  is  necessary  to  recon- 


sider the  votes  by  which  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  put,  and  by  which  the  previous 
question  was  seconded  alone,  to  make  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  in  order; 

but 

Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  for  the  vote  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 

to 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  will 
allow  the  Chair  to  say,  that  unless  better  order  is 
preserved  in  debate,  it  will  be  impossible  to  trans- 
act any  business  understandingly.  The  Chair 
could  not  hear  one  word  that  either  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  or  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia said. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to 
recommit  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  at  this  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  while  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  resting  upon  the  bill.  That  cuts  off  all 
motions  to  commil^r  to  amend.  The  question 
pending  ia  upon  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  vote  was  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  now  submit  my  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  now  to 
submit  any  motion  to  amend,  the  previous  ques- 
tion having  been  seconded. 

-  Mr.  COBB.  Is  it  necessary  to  reconsider  that, 
too? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  necessary  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  previous  question  was 
seconded,  before  any  motion  can  be  entertained. 
Unless  that  be  done,  under  the  rule  the  question 
must  be  now  put  upon  ordering  the  main  question 
to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  then  submit  the  motion  tore- 
consider  the  vote  by  which  the  previous  question 
was  seconded. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  vote  was  re- 
considered. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  submit  the  amendment 
which  I  have  before  indicated,  and,  as  1  presuiAe 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  House,  1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Chair,  for  it  is  impossible  to  under- 
stand what  has  been  done  and  what  has  not.  I 
wish  to  inquire  whether  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  has  been 
reported  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  whether  the 
House  has  adopted  it  without  ever  hearing  it  read  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  was  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  did  not  hear  it  at  all.  If  it 
was  reported,  there  was  so  much  noise  that  it  was 
impossible  to  hear  it.  I  submit  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  get  on  understandingly  in  transact- 
ing any  business  while  the  House  is  in  such  a 
stale  of  confusion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  slates  to  the  gen- 
tleman, that  theamendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  reported  twice  at  the  Clerk's  desk, 
and  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  it  will 
be  in  order,  after  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  shall  have  been  disposed  of,  to 
offer  the  amendment  which  I  have  before  indi- 
cated ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  be  in  order  as  an  independent 
proposition.  The  Chair  staled  to  the  gentleman 
that  it  could  not  be  received  as  an  independent 
proposition;  it  would  only  be  in  order  as  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Can  I  offer  it  as  an  amendment 
to  the  omendmentofthegentleman  from  Alabama? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama oftered  his  amendment,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question.  Should  the  House  second  the 
previous  question,  and  order  the  main  question 
to  be  put,  as  a  matter  of  course  it  would  cut  off 
all  motions  to  amend  or  to  commit  from  being 
made. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  ask  tlint  my  proposition  may  be 
read. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  also  to  hear  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Sage  was  then  read 
for  information,  as  follows: 

Skc.  0.  jSnd  b^it /urther  enactedi  That  the  compenia- 


tion  jiveii  to  ihi;  clerks  and  employees  io  the  navy-yard  at 
Brooklyn,  Ni'w  York,  tii;  incruHsed  iweiily  per  cent. ;  and 
that  Bai'd  iiicreaae  cuuiiiience  on  tile  let  day  01  July,  1&53. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  submit 
a  motion  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  not.  The  gentleman 
from  Alabama  has  submitted  an  amendment  on 
which  he  calls  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  being  now  understood  I  shall 
resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Before  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  is  seconded,  I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
it  is  in  order  to  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  a  day  certain. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order,  and  it  will 
not  be  until  the  call  for  the  previous  question  is 
voied  down. 

Mr.    WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.      I    under- 
stand that  Ihe  gentleman  from  Alabama  has  called 
for  the  previous  question. 
*     The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from   Ala- 
'Uania  has  called  for  the  previous  question,  and  all 
motions  and  debate  are  now  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  1  hope  that  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  will  be  seconded. 

The  question  was  put;  and  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  GO 

Mr.  ROBBINS.     I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  Pratt,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes 
7H,  noes  52. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  putt 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  to  lay  The  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  On  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 

in  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  84;  as  follows: 

i       YEAS— Messrs.  ApplcInn,  Bnll,   Barry,  Belchnr,  nugft, 

Cnskic,  Clini-inan,  CobI),  (Jorwin,  Cox,  Crocker,  (.'illlom, 

I  Jnliii  G.  Davis,   Dean,  Dent,  llickinsiln,   Driiiii,  Eclpirloii, 

Klli!,on.  Englisll,  Fuller,  Ooode,  Urry,  Crow.  Iluiiiillon, 

AnroM  llarhiii.  Sninpson  IV.  Harris,  Ha.slii'gs,  Haven,  llib- 

I  bard,  liiccrsoll,  l»ann-l  T.  Jones,  Cnogrn  W.  Jones,  lloland 

Jones,  Kiuredee,  Leiclier,  Mauriie,   Mlildleswanh,  Mor- 

;  Kiin,  Miirrav,  Pnrker,  I'eck,  Fliillips,  PraU,  Puryear,  David 

Rilchic,  II  uffln,  S.iije,  .Sevinour,  Skellon,Ueor|!e  W.  Smylll, 

1  John  J.  Taylor,  N,ilhaniel  G.  Taylor, Tracy,  Vail,  WaUey, 

Wheeler,  and  Zollicoffer — otf. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barksdale, 
Bell,  nennell,  Benson,  Beiilon,  Bissell,  Bliss,  Boyce, 
Bridscs,  Carpenler,  Chandler,  CInrk.  Colquin,  Cnnk,  Cur- 
tis, Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  Dunbar,  Easinian,  Eddy,  Ed- 
maiids,  Edniundson,  Tlioro.is  D.  Elioi.  John  M.  Ellioil, 
Elheridqc,  Fiirley,  Faulkner,  Fenlon,  Florence,  Giddings, 
Greenwood,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Heiin,  Howe,  Hnclies,  Hunt,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Keill,  Kerr, 
Kurtz,  LaUiani,  l.liidley,  Lindsley,  McDongall,  MeNnir, 
Mace,  .Mncy,  Mayall,  Sinilh  Miller.  Olds,  Phclp.>,  Powell, 
Prinille,  Thomas  Rilehey,  Bobbins,  llo{;ers,S-app,  Seward, 
Shannon,  Shower,  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  SiiiiUi,  Wil- 
liam It.  Smith,  Snodfrass,  Kiihiird  H.  Slanlon,  Heslor  I,. 
Stevens,  Andrew  Smart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston.  IJ|)- 
ham,Vansanl.  Wade,  Walbrldge,  Warren,  Elliliu  B.  Wash- 
burnc,  Israel  Washburn,  John  VVentworUl,  Toppan  Wcnt- 
worth,  and  Yates — b4. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
subsequently  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BOBBINS.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  desire  to  know  if  it  is  not  in 
order  to  consider  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sage]  now  ?j 

Mr.  SAGE.  Did  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
say  that  the  previous  question  cut  off  my  amend- 
ment? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  so  stated  dis- 
tinctly at  the  time. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Would  a  motion  to  reconsider 
enable  me  to  offer  thot  amendment  now? 

Mr.  ROBBINS.     My  motion  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  SAGE.  If  it  would,  1  desire  to  move  to 
reconsider. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Robbiss]  to  lay  his 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table  shall  fail,  ami 
his  motion  to  reconsider  shall  prevail,  the  bill 
will  then  be  again  open  for  amendment  or  comv 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


AprU  18, 


Ige,  Knox.Leiclier,  Maarrce.Middletwwih,  Morgcn, 

y,  Parker,  Peck,  Pbilll|M,  Praii,  Pringle,  Puryear, 

lUlcbie,  RuOln,  S«(e,  Seymour,  Skclion.  George 

oyili,  Snodnue,  John  J.  Taylor,  Naihaniel  O.  Tay- 


mitment,  prorided  the  House  choosei  to  relieve 
itself  from  the  operation  ofihe  previous  question. 
The  motion  now  pending  is  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
motioh  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  On  that  question  1  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  wer»— 
yeas  83,  nays  60;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meeera.  Aiken,  David  1.  Btiley,  Barkedale, 
Bell,  Bennett,  Beneon,  Benton,  Biwell,  Biin,  Boyee, 
Bridies,  Carpenter,  CbaAdter,  Chrlsman,  Clark,  Colqitlu, 
Cook,  Curtln,  Thonu  Davie,  Dawmn,  Dunbar,  EaMmsn, 
Eddy,  Edmundeon,  Ttaomas  D.  Ellni,  Jobn  M.  Elliou, 
EUieridga,  Parley,  Faulkner,  Fenlon,  Florence,  Oiddinga, 
Greenwood,  Andrew  1.  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Hanii,  Harrieon, 
Henn,  Howe,  Hughe*,  llunl,J.GIancy  Jones,  KeRt,  Kerr, 
Kuriz,  Latham,  Lindley,  Lindiiey,  McDouiall,  McNair, 
Mace,  Macy,  Mayall,  SmiUi  Miller,  Old*,  Ph«lp<,  Powell, 
Tbomas  Ritchey,  Robbini,  Rngeri,  Sapp,  Seward,  Shan-, 
non.  Shower,  Oerril  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Siniih,  VVilliam  K. 
Smith,  Richard  U.  Stantnii,  lleatnr  L.  Steveni,  Andrew 
Sloan,  Jnbn  L.  Tlylur,  Thureton,  Uphann,  Vlnunl,  Wade,  u 
Walbridxe,  Warren,  EIIUiu  B.  Waahburue,  Iirael  Waxli-4 
burn,  John  Wenlwortb,  Tappao  Weutwonb,  Wine,  aiiD 
Yele*— 83. 

NAYS— Mesare.  Ball,  Barry,  Belcher,  BngK,  Cankie, 
Clinipnan,Cobb,  Corwtn,  Cox,  Crocker,  Cullam.  Jobn  O. 
Davii,  Dean,  Dent,  Dickhienn,  Drum,  Edferton,  Edmaiida, 
Elliinn,  Eniiinh,  Ooode,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hastings,  Haven,  ilibbard,  Hieater, 
Interaell,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Oeort*  W.  Janet,  Roland  Jones, 
KiUr«dge.Knos.Le(cher,Manrrce,Middleswsrlh,  Morgan, 
Murray  *---■— -  ■*— -  ■' -  "  ■  '-  »  ' 
David  I 
W.  Smvih 
lor,  Trdey,'Vail,  Walley,  Wheeler,  and  Zollicofler— 60.' 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table.  ,     , 

Mr.  PRATT.'  I  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ROBBfNS.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  passaee  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Is  not  my  motion  entitled  to 
precedence? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  recognize 
the  gentlemanfrom  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Psatt.] 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  now  make  the  motion  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Hr-  iNGERSOLL  demanded  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Pb&tt's 
motion;  and,  a  division  being  had, there  were — 
ayes  51,  noes  not  counted. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  is  lost. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  now  move  .that  the  House 
adjourn,  and>upon  that  motion  I  call  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  Whs  then  taken  on  Mr.  Pkatt's 
motion;  and  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  .upon 
seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  mam  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  WHEELER  demanded  Uie  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  ordered. 

iff.  WALBRiDGE.  Is  it  in  order  to  intro- 
duce an  amendment  now  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not;  no  amendment  is 
in  order,  no  motion  is  in  order,  and  no  speech  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  do  not  want  to  make  a 
speech. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  77,  nays  65;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meiwn.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bslley,  Ball,  Barks- 
dale,  Bell,  Benson,  Benlon,  Blsaell,  Blin,  Bnyee,  Bridges, 


Fsriey,  Faulkner,  Fenton.  Florence,  Greenwood,  Andrew 
J.  Harlan, Wiley  P.  HarrisJIarrlson,  Henn,  Bows,  Hushes, 
Hunt,  J.  Glancry  Jones,  KeiU,  Kurtz,  Latham,  Lindley, 
Lindsley,  McNsir,  Msce,  Macy,  Maysll,  Bmiib  Miller, 
Olds,  Peckham,  Powell,  Thomas  Ritchey,  RobMns,  Roc- 
•rs,  Sspp,  Sbsnnon,  Shower,  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  Willism  R.  Smith,  Snodgrass,  Ricbsrd  H.  Stanton, 
Hesior  L.  Stevens, Andrew  atnart,Jahn  L.  Taylor, Thurs. 
•on,  Upham,  Vansant,  Wade,  Warren,  Ellihu  B.  Wa«h- 
bnrne,  Israel  Waahburn,  John  Wenlwurtli,  and  Vales— 77. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Applelon,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bennett, 
Bngg,  Ca«kie,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Corwin,  Coi,  Crocker,  Cul- 
lem,  J  ohn  O.  Davis,  Dean,  Dent,  Dickinson,  Drum,  Edf er- 


lon,  Edmandtj  Elliaon,  English,  Ooode, Grey, Grow,  Ham- 
ilton, Anrnn  Harlan,  8antp«on  W.  Ilarriii,  Haven,  Hiesler, 
IngRritult,  Duniel  T.  Jone»,  George  W.  Jones,  Kittredge, 
Knox,  Leiclier,  Maurice,  Middleuwarth,  Morgan,  Morray, 
Parker,  Peck,  PhelpK,  Phillipa,  Prait,  Pringle,  Puryear, 
Richardflon,  David  Ritchie,  UufKn,  Sage,  Seward,  Sey- 
mour, Skelton,  (Seorge  W.  Smyth,  Strauon,  John  J.  Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Vail,  Walhridge,  Walley, 
Wheeler,  WItte,  and  Zollicoaer— 65. 

So  the  bill  waa  passed. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  voU 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and'to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  ijpon  the  table. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  call  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  title  of  the  bill. 

The  prevtous  question  waa  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  waa  taken,  ai^d  the  title  adopted. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  f>(  the 
Union. 

STATE  OF  OREaON. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  lo  withdraw  his  motion,  to  allow 
me  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
has  been  given,  for  the  purpoee  of  having  it  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  prefer  to  insist  upon  my  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  introduce  the  bill.  The  time  is  drawing 
near  when  the  House  has  made  territorial  busi- 
ness the  special  order,  and  it  is  important  that  this 
bill  should  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  no  other  gentletnan  objecu 
I  will  not. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  LAN  E  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous 
nstice  had  been  given,  which  waa  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  Oregon  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admissiQU  of  said  Slate  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  sugeest 
that  it  is  not  customary  to  print  bills  until  uey 
have  been  reported  by  a  committee. 

Mr.  LANE.  My  reason  for  having  the  print- 
ing ordered  now,  was,  that  the  time  which  is  to 
elapse  before  the  territorial  business  istoscome  up 
for  consideration  is  so  short,  that  I  feared  it  would 
not  be  printed  in  time  if  I  waited  until  the  committee 
reported  upon  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  suggest,  then,  that  the 
bill  be  referred  immediately  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LANE.  1  would  prefer  that  it  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  stated  that  the 
bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Debate  is  not  there- 
fore in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  sir,  then  I  wfll  only  say 
that  it  is*  contrary  to  the  usual  custom  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  now  ask  for  a  vote  upon  my 
motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to  al- 
low me  to  report  a  bill.  1  will  state  that  I  expect 
to  leave  the  dty  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  would  withdraw  the  motion 
if  I  could  do  so  consistently ;  but  if  I  give  way  for 
the  committees  to  report,  1  do  not  know  where  it 
would  end. 

Mr.  COBB.  This  is  the  business  legitimately 
before  ihe  House  during  the  morning  hour,  which 
has  not  yet  expired.  I  hope  the  motion  to  go  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union  will  be  voted  down,  and  that  we  shall  go 
on  with  the  call  of  the  committees  for  reports. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  motion  to  go 
into  committee;  and,  upon  a  division,  there  were — 
ayes  59,  noes.  49;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  demand  Mllera 
upon  the  motion.  • 


Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  Vail,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to;  the  tellers  having  reported— ayes  67, 
noes  52. 

WEST  POINT  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  th^  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  JoKis,  of  New  xork,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  before  the 
committee  for  consideration,  is  on  the  amefldmenta 
of  the  Senate  to  the  West  Point  Military  Academy 
appropriation  bill.  Under  the  order  of  the  House, 
debate  will  close  in  five  minutes  after  the  com- 
mittee resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  for  non-concurrence  in 
three  of  the  Senate  amendments.  The  vote  will 
be  taken  on  the  separate  propositions,  I  suppose. 
The  first  one  is  in  reference  to  the  appropriation, 
for  the  repairs  and  additions  to  professors'  qiukr- 
ters,«f  |5,000.  Debate  is  closea,  and  I  presume 
every  member  has  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ap- 

Cropriation.    Therefore,  I  hofTe  that  the  vote  will 
e  at  once  taken  on  it. 

The  Clerk  then  reported  the  first  amendn^ent 
of  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

For  repairs  and  addition!  to  pKiressofs'quaneiB,^,00(. 

Mr.  JONE^S,  of  Tennessee.  That  amendment 
from  the  Senate  proposes  to  appropriate  ^,000 
for  repairs  and  additions  to  the  officers' quarters 
at  the  Military  Academy.  Wehave  no  esumates, 
no  plan  of  what  additions  they  intend  to  make  to 
those  quarters.  Under  this  provision,  if  it  is 
passed  into  a  law,  they  may  commence  houses 
there,  in  addition  to  'the  officers'  quarters,  which 
will  involve  an  expenditure  of  fifty  or  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  or  perhaps  half  a  million  of 
dollars. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  What  amendment 
does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  propose.'     ' 

Mr.  JONES.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"additions."  I  hope  that  none  of  the  Senate's 
amendment  will  be  entertained,  and  particularly 
not  that  part  of  it  which  authorizes  them  to  make 
additions  lo  those  quarters,  until  they  shall  sub- 
initsoros  estimates  and  some  plan,  and  give  us 
some  reason  why  additions  to  these  quarters  are 
needed;  why  is  it  that  the  quarters  are  not  as  well 
adapted  now  for  the  accommodation  of  the  officers 
as  they  have  been  in  past  years?  We  are  acting 
upon  this  amendment  entirely  in  the  dark,  with- 
out limitation,  without  restriction,  without  plan, 
and  without  reason. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  not  that  I  do 
not  concur  in  much  that  he  says,  but  I  wish  to 
submit  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  the  proposition 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  strike 
out  all  these  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
who  is  one  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  state  they  have  no  information, no  report,  no  esti- 
mates showing  the  necessity  of  these  appropria- 
tions. Well,  now,  I  am  unable  to  lay  my  hands 
immediately  on  the  report  of  the  visitors  to  the 
West  Point  Academy,  a  board  recognized  by 
Congress,  and  for  which  we  make  an  annual  ap- 
propriation of  about  |3,000;  but  my  impression 
IS,  that  that  board,  composed  of  hishly  intelligent 

gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  ITnited  States, 
ave  recommended  each  and  all  of  these  amend- 
ments. I  may  be  wrong  in  this,  but  I  know  that 
they  have  recommended  to  Congress  several  im- 
portant reforms  and  improvements  in  this  West 
Point  Military  Academy,  which  I  believe  ore  re- 
quired by  the  public  necessity,  and  ate  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  institution  and  of  the  whole  country. 
If  it  was  in  order,  I  would  move  to  refer  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  necessity  of  these  amendments,  aniT  some 
other  reforms  which  I  think  are  highly  needed  in 
that  institution. 

Sir,  I  am  the  friend  of  the  institution.  I  wish 
to  see  it  prosper;  because  I  think  that  history,  and 
the  history  of  many  of  those  educated  there, 
shows  the  necessity  of  it  for  this  great  country. 
But  I  would  reform  abuses;  I  would  make  im- 
provements; 1  would  not  withhold  the  small  sum 
of  five,  or  even  twenty  thousand  dollara,if  needed, 
to  improve  the  institution. 
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It  may  be  necessary  that  you  should  make  this 
appropriation  of  §5,000  in  this  bill,  in  order  to 
make  the  quarters  of  the  officers  you  send  there 
comfortable.  It  may  be  necessary  that  the  S:20,000 
proposed  by  the  Senate  lo  this  bill  should  be  ap- 
propriated for  a  riding  school.  I  believe  that  we 
ought  to  abolish  at  once  the  cavalry  tactics  at  that 
institution,  or  we  should  conform,  in  some  degree, 
to  Uie  experienced  judgment  and  advice  of  mililary 
«men,  who  are  upon  the  ground  to  give  us  their 
advice  and  counsel.  If  it  is  necessary  to  give  in- 
structions in  cavalry  tactics  in  the  institution  at 
West  Point,  we  should  conform  our  action  ac- 
cording to  the  adviceof  those  who  know  best  how 
to  give  it.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  abolish  these  in- 
structions altogether. 

There  is  another  reform  which  I  would  intro- 
duce, if  this  matter  were  referred  to  the  Mililary 
Committee.  I  would  abolish  the  IJoard  of  Visit- 
ors, as  at  present  appointed.  We  at  present  ap- 
propriate $3,00(1  a  year  to  send  ten  or  fifteen  gen- 
tlemen from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  to  West 
Point. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  general  principles  of  the 
Academy  at  West  Point  are  not  under  discussion. 

Mr.  T.WLOR.  I  can  only  say  ihatT  desire  lo 
confine  myself  to  the  section  under  consideration. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jones] 
would  confine  his  remarks  only  to  questions  in 
order,  he  would  make  very  few  speeches  indeed. 
He  is  scarcely  ever  in  order.  1  wish  to  say  a 
single  word  more  without  detaining  the  House 

Mr.  JONKS.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  decide  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  think  that  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  in  the  Senate  and  House 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SAGE.  Is  debate  exhausted  upon  the 
amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  exhausted  upon 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment.  The  question 
now  comes  up  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jo.ves.]        • 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is 
upon  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment, 
which  reads  ae  follows: 

For  repaif!«  and  additions  lo  proresgora*  quarter*,  ^,000. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  propose  to  add  "one  dollar" 
to  the  amount. 

As  was  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Tatlor,]  all  these  appropriations  have  been 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  at  West 
Point.  If  Congress  are  to  make  annual  appropri- 
ations of  the  amount-which  has  been  made  for  a 
few  years  past  for  the  support  of  this  institution, 
I  deem  it  good  policy  to  make  the  appropriation 
the  least  possible.  This  institution  at  West  Point 
is  supported  at  an  annual  cost  of  about  $130,000. 
We  appoint  a  Board  of  Visitors  to  go  there,  at- 
tend to  the  details,  and  look  after  the  affairs  of  the 
institution.  We  should  either  abolish  entirely 
this  Board  of  Visitors  that  we  send  there  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  or  weshould  certainly  make 
the  appropriations  asked  for.  And  amongst  these 
appropriations  I  believe  the  one  which  was  so 
much  ridiculed  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Benton,]  the  other  day,  should  receive  the 
careful  consideration  of  this  House,  and  be  acted 
upon.  I  refer  to  the  appropriation  which  provides 
for  caval  ry  exercise 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     The  hippodrome. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Here  is  an  expenditure  proposed 
for  this  Academy,  of $130,000.  The  Board  of  Vis- 
itors, as  I  before  stated,  is  composed  of  gentlemen 
from  nil  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  their  report 
of  last  year  recommends  this  appropriation  for 
the  riding  hall,  and  here  we  are  disregard  in'  that 
recommendation,  and  no  allusion  is  made  to  it  ex- 
cept by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tatlor,] 
wno  just  preceded  me.  I  think  we  should  be  pre- 
pared to  act  much  more  underatandingly  upon  this 
whole  subject,  if  gentlemen  who  have  not  read  this 
report  would  do  so.  It  is  an  important  document, 
and  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk, 
that  all  may  see  what  the  whole  report  is. 

The  report  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  lit.  The  revised  rp^ulations  for  the  United  Slatefl  Mih'- 
tary  AcademyreqiiireUiat  int^lruclion  ohall  be  given  in  cav- 
alry lacucs.  To  carry  out  this  rei|uirenienl,  we  are  at!  of 
Mi  entirely  aaliiilied  that  a  new  biiiidiiiit  stinuld  be  erected 
without  delay.    A  decent  regard  for  safely  to  the  lives  and 


llnibs  of  the  eadet«  rettuirea  tliix.as  well  a^  Itieir  HUcceMtl'ul 
pmizreiiH  ill  tlii5  branch  t>r  in^trllcliun.  It  is  ilie  opinion  ot 
llie  K$uperiiiteiidenl,  Itialihe  cuurne  of  equitation  eannni  he 
properly  laugtil  without  it,  ond  lliat  the  room  now  used  for 
ttie  purpoite  ic>  extremely  dangeroun  to  llic  lives  and  limbs 
of  Uie  eaJets. 

*'  It  is  estimated  that,  in  addition  to  the  amount  before 
appropriated,  (.$'2,U0o,)  the  Kum  of  ^^1,197  will  be  required 
for  this  object. 

"'id.  'I'he  cadet's  hospital  should  be  enlarged  and  im- 
proved. A  brick  front  .should  be  built  exieluliiig  to  the  cen- 
ter, (lush  Willi  the  front  of  ihe  wings,  lo  connect  Uie  waids 
Willi  the  addiliolia>*pace  so  formed  by  cutting  Uie  present 
windows  inio  doors;  also,  two  projections  in  rear,  equal 
in  width  t<i  Uie  nnrUi  and  south  wards,  which  shall  contain 
Uie  staircases,  water-closcls,  and  bath-  rooms ;  the  whole  to 
be  raised  one  story  (ten  feet)  in  addition  to  the  present 
height  of  the  building.  To  accomplish  this  will  require  an 
appropriation  of  .^j.'iUO. 

"  3d.  Uuartcrs  for  sixteen  officers  and  two  families  should 
be  constructed,  in  the  form  ol  a  brick  building  of  two  sto- 
ries, with  a  basement  wlih  two  wings,  (one  for  each  fam- 
ily.) It  Is  estimated  that  it  will  require  about  $28,000  to 
accomplish  this  object. 

**4lli.  8nital)le  additions  may  be  made  to  the  quarters  of 
the  professors  by  an  uppropriatioii.iii  addition  to  the  amount 
already  appropriated,  {.^■3,i«H).)  of  ^^.U.'il  35. 

*'.'>th.  t;uilabl'  stables  may  be  erected  by  wiappropriaUoii, 
ill  addition  to  Itie  amount  already  appropriated,  (^8,000,) 
of  87,491. 

**6tli.  Weareofthe  opinion  thalihe  numberof  the cadels 
should  be  increased,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  number 
of  Senators  of  the  United  States,  by  addinu  two  from  each 
State,  and  that  the  recommendations  of  Senators  in  each 
t:llate  should  have  great  weight  in  selecting  (he  cadets  from 
(heir  respecUve  H(ales  to  make  up  this  increased  number. 

'^7th.  VVe  are  of  tin:  opinion  that  great  care  should  betasen 
in  Uie  selection  of  cailetf  ;  that  is,  lo  be  made  from  among 
those  who  have  the  highest  qualitications — physical,  intel- 
lectual, and  inorHl. 

"  r^th.  That  (he  period  of  ins(ruc(ion  should  be  cKendcd 
(0  five  years.  This  may  be  accomplished  without  any  ad- 
ditional expense  (o  ilie  nation,  and  with  great  ndvaiuage  to 
the  cadets.  They  should  baqualitied  to  take  and  hold  with 
honor  to  themselves  the  highest  posidoiis  in  civil  as  well  as 
mililary  lite. 

''9(h.  We  are  of  (he  opinion  (hat  (he  decisions  of  (he 
Academic  Board,  as  to  the  capacity  and  coiiduc(  of  (he  ca- 
de(s,  and  (heir  qualiticadons  to  be  admitted  and  continued 
in  the  academy,  should  be  considered  as  final  and  conclu- 
sive. 

"  inrh.  We  are  all  of  (he  opinion  (ha(  (he  pay  of  the  ca- 
dets should  be  increased,  making  it  at  least  $Qd  !20  per 
month  ;  and  a  very  large  m.-ijorily  of  (he  board  are  of  (he 
opinion  dial  i(  should  be  increasr-d  lo  Q3M  per  month. 

"  llth.  We  concur  in  the  rccninmcndations  made  by  the 
Board  of  Visitors  last  year,  that  the  pay  of  the  Superintend- 
ent should  not  be  less  (liaii  $3,0UU  ;  (lia(  (tie  pay  of  (he  in 
siniclurs  of  French  and  drawing  should  be  made  equal  (o 
(ha(  of  (he  principals  in  oiher  deparrments;  (ha(  (he  prin 
cipal  inslruclors  of  pr.acucal  engineering  and  of  amllery, 
Cic.,  should  be  allowed  (he  same  compensaUon  as  ndier 
principal  professors;  (hat  (he  drsr  assis(aii(  instrucior  of 
drawing  and  French  should  be  allowed  (he  same  pay  as  (he 
tirs(  assisiatu  in  all  the  other  departments;  that  all  the  sec 
ondary  ins(rlic(ors  and  teachers  taken  from  the  .\riny  should 
be  allowed  $10  per  month  extra  pay;  and  that  (he  fencing 
mas(er,  who  now  instructs  two  classes,  should  be  allowed 
(he  pay  of  6-9UU  per  aniiuui. 

"  I2th.  If  the  period  of  instrucdon  should  be  exiended 
(o  five  years,  we  are  o(  (he  opinion  (hat  the  study  of  elocu- 
(ion,  wridiig,  Gnglish  coniposiiion,  hisiory,  and  (he  evi- 
dences of  Chrisdanity,  should  make  a  part  of  (he  course  (o 
be  arranged  by  (he  Academic  Board  :  and  that  (he  s(udy  of 
rhe(oric  should  be  postponed  to  the  second  year.  For  ad- 
ditional facts  and  arguinenrs  in  lavor  of  the  measures  we 
recommend,  we  refer  to  (he  reports  of  the  several  commit- 
tees above  named. 

"  13di.  W^e  concur  in  the  recommendation  especially  of 
the  committee  on  iustrncdon,  that  an  appropriadou  of 
^.'SgOOO  should  be  made  for  (he  purpose  of  eslablishing  a( 
this  point  a  museum  of  artitUryt  and  for  the  reasons  by  them 
staled." 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  to  the 
committee  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Sage,]  and  in  support 
of  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  come,  which  conclusion  was  a 
non-concurrence  in  the  Senate  amendment.  The 
objection,  Mr.  Chairman, taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  it  seems  to  me,  is 
not  met  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Sage;]  nor  is  it  met  by  the  documents  which  are 
before  this  committee.  The  objection  he  makes  is 
this,  that  the  amendment  which  is  proposed  by 
the  Senate,  and  to  vftiich  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  wereopposed,  is  indefinite, and  poinis 
to  nothing  certain;  and  that  under  the  amendment 
you  may  commence  the  erection  of  any  number 
or  amount  of  buildings,  of  any  quality,  of  any 
size,  orupon  any  plan,  and  without  any  restric- 
tion or  control  by  Congress,  and  next  year  come 
here  and  ask  means  to  finish  those  erections, 
without  which  they  will  be  useless;  that  you  may 
commence  them  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
commencing  custom-houses  and  other  public 
buildings,  upon  a  deficiency.  Y'es,  sir,  begin  them 
upon  a  deficiency,  nobody  is  responsible  for  having 
made  a  plan,  a  drawing,  or  an  estimate. 

Now,  sir,  all  that  has  been  said  on  this  subject 
in  the  documents  before  us,  is  to  be  found  in  the 


letter  of  Colonel  Lee,  to  General  Totlen,  of  Octo- 
ber 8,  1853,  and  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors, a  portion  of  which  has  been  read  by  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Sage.]  I  will  now  read  what  Colonel 
Lee  says  upon  the  question.  ?Ie  says  this,  and 
this,  I  believe,  is  all  he  does  say: 

•'  In  my  report  of  last  year,  die  want  of  quarters  for  the 
ofiicers  on  duly  at  (he  academy,  was  s(a(ed^" 

That  is  what  he  says  in  reference  to  quarter! 
for  the  officers.  He  then  goes  on  to  say  in  refer- 
ence to  the  houses  for  the  professors: 

o  Experience  since  that  time  has  convinced  me  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  also  adding  lo  the  houses  of  die  professors.  " 

This  is  the  proposition  which  we  now  have  un- 
der consideration,'in  referenoe  to  these  additions 
to  the  houses  of  the  professors.     He  says  further: 

"They  are  inadequate  to  (he  heallhful  accommodadon 
of  their  families,  and  inferior  to  those  jirovided  at  the  col- 
leges and  State  institutions.  An  appropriaUon  of  ^,000  is 
asked  to  render  them  more  comfortable. " 

That  is  all  that  Colonel  Lee  says  upon  the  sub- 
ject. "  Experience,"  says  he,  "  since  that  time, 
has  convinced  meof  iheadvantages  of  also  adding 
to  the  houses  of  these  professors."  And  the  only 
reason  he  gives  for  asking  these  additions  to  be 
made  to  the  professors'  houses  is,  that  they  are 
inferior  to  those  provided  at  the  colleges  and  State 
institutions.  Wtiy,  sir,  the  same  number  of 
professors  are  there  now  as  at  any  former  time, 
needing  the  same  number  of  rooms  and  the  same 
accommodations  now  as  formerly;  there  can, 
therefore,  be  no  great  or  urgent  necessity  for  addi- 
tional houses,  unless  you  propose  to  increase  the 
number  of  professors,  or  unless  their  families  are 
increased. 

Mr.  LETCHER  I  suppose  the  object  is  to 
make  them  more  genteel. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  That  is  all  Colonel  Lee  says 
upon  the  subject  which  I  can  find  in  the  docu- 
ment, and,  as  I  before  remarked,  the  only  other 
official  information  we  have  upon  the  subject  is 
in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  of  which  a 
portion  has  already  been  read.  I  will  now  read 
all  that  is  said  upon  the  subject  of  this  appropri- 
ation in  that  report: 

"  4th.  Suitable  additions  may  be  made  to  (he  qitarlera  of 
(he  professors  bv  an  nppropri.idon.iti  addition  to  (he  amount 
already  approprialed,  {,*9,000,)  of  S3,051  35." 

That  is  all  I  find  upon  the  subject  in  the  report 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  They  say  that  "suitable 
additions  may  be  made." 

A  sub-committee  of  the  visitors,  in  their  report 
to  the  Board  of  Visitors,  say: 

"  There  has  been  heretofore  appropriated  the  sum  of 
.^,0UO  for  (he  iniprovemeni  and  addidon  (o  officers 's  quar- 
(ers.  This  sum  is  still  sjjbject  to  the  direction  of  (he  Su- 
perintendeiu,  who  has  hesitated  in  iLs  expenditure,  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  cndrely  inadequate  to  die  object  had  in 
view. 

'*  There  are  seven  professors,  whose  quartern  are  so 
small  and  res(ric(ed,  as  (o  render  them  incon8i8(en(,  not 
with  comfort,  but  with  their  absolute  wants. 

"  Many  of  these  gentlemen  have  families,  for  whose 
comfort  their  present  quarrers  are  endrely  loo  small,  leav- 
ing them  no  aparlmifnt  for  study,  or  for  the  arranu'emeiK  of 
appararus,  books,  drawings,  caiiinels,  jtc.  From  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Superintendent,  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$5,051  35  will  be  required  in  ordi;r  to  make  such  improve- 
ments to  officers'  quarters  as  are  absolutely  necessary,  and 
(he  committee  earnestly  recommend  Uiat  such  addidoual 
appropriadun  be  asked  for." 

There,  sir,  that  is  all  I  can  find  in  the  docu- 
ments on  this  subject. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  we  doing  here? 
What  do  the  Senate  propose  to  do.>  Why,  sir, 
they  propose  to  make  an  appropriation  that  will 
allow  the  commencement  of  buildings  for  which 
we  have  no  plans,  and  for  which  we  nave  no  esti- 
mates, and  of  which  we  know  nothing  that  a  pru- 
dent man  should  know.  No  on^  who  is  respon- 
sible in  any  degree  to  this  Government,  in  the 
premises,  has  pointed  out  to  us  the  necessity  of 
this  appropriation  beyond  what  I  have  read,  nor 
has  any  one  given  us  any  estimates  of  the  amount 
which  will  be  required  to  complete  these  houses; 
and  if  this  amendment  is  passed,  and  becomes  a 
law,  they  may  lay  the  foundations  of  a  row  of 
houses  that  we  shall  be  asked  for  appropriation 
after  appropriation  for  years  to  come  to  complete. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  Board  of  Visitors.  I 
have  no  desire  or  occasion  to  attack  them.  There 
may  be  much  in  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  that  they 
merely  report  what  they  are  told  they  may  appro- 
priately report;  but  of  that  I  know  nothing — I 
presume  them  to  be  honorable  and  fit  men.  'The 
only  suggestion  we  have  from  them,  as  a  Boardt 
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ia  what  I  have  alteekdy  read,  tkat  '*  auitable  addi- 
tions may  be  made  to  the  quarura  of  the  profea- 
aora  by  an  appropriation,  in  odditioji  to  the  amount 
already  appropriated,  ($3,000,)  of  $5,051  35." 
Mow,  it  HceoM  that  the  amount  of  $3,000  has  al- 
ready been  appropriated,  and  has  been  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  institution  for  the  year  past,  which 
they  might  have  used  for  the  purpose  of  repairs, 
•nil  it  appears  they  have  not  uaed  it,  but  ask  that 
$5,051  35  inay  be  appropriated  in  addition.  Now 
air,  they  give  no  good  and  sufficient  reason  for 
asking  this  addilioiial  appropriation,  which,  of 
itself,  in  mjr  opinion,  is  a  sufficient  reiMon  for  non- 
concurring  in  this  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SAGE. .  If  there  be  no  objection,  I  will 
withdraw  my  amendment.  ^ 

'    There  being  no  objection,  the  amendnjent  was 
withdrawn. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  ask  the  recognition  of  the  Chair 
at  this  time  for  my  own  personal  convenience.  L 
wish  simply  to  say  that  I  had  intended  to  havV 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  bill  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas; 
but  such  is  the  state  of  my  health  that  I  shall  -not 
be  able  to  do  it.  1  desire,  therefor€,  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  publish  the  remarks  I  intended  to 
hare  made  jn  the  Globe,  and  allow  them  to  take 
their  place  in  the  regular  proceedings  of  the  House. 

A  general  assent  was  expressed.  [This  8i>eech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

.     MILITANT  ACADEMY. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  question  ia  on  con- 
curring in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  appropri- 
ating $5,000  for  the  officers'  quartcra. 
-The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  non-concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  next  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  aa  followa: 

For  CBTsliy  exercise  hall,  $SO,00O. 

[Here  a  mtaaage  waa  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  AsBDRT  Dickins,  Esq.,  their  Sec- 
retary, notifying  the  House  that  that  body  had 
paased  without  amendment  Hooae  bill  No.  32, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  school  oommia- 
■ionera  of  fractional  township  No.  1,  of  range 
No.  lO-eaat,  in  Alabama,  to  locate  a  half  section 
of  land  for  achool  purpoaca;  and  had  alao  paaaed 
Senate  bill  No.  335,  entitled  '<  An  aict  for  the  relief 
of  the  Burlington  Univeraity  of  Iowa,"  in  which 
it  asked  the  concurrence  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Before  the  rote  ia  Uken  on 
the  amendment  which  baa  just  been  read,  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Docs  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose an  amendment? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  do.  I  move,  )iroJt>nna,  that 
tlie  appropriation  b«  increased  five  dollara.  1  hope 
that  the  committee  is  not  going  to  vote  too  precipi- 
tately on  this  amendment.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  seen  nothing  yet  to  change  my  views  in  re- 
card  to  the  propriety  of  our  concurring  with  the 
\  Senate.     I  have  heard  nothing  to  change  them. 

Now  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Ha- 
ven,] who  called  up  this  bill  the  other  day,  told  us 
the  views  which  bmughtthe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  to  the 
action  which  they  took  on  this  subject.  He 
told  us  that  the  committee  were  in  much  doubt 
whether  to  recommend  that  appropriation  or  not, 
bat  that  finally  they  concluded  to  recommend  that 
the  House  disagree  with  the  Senate;  for  the  rea- 
aon ,  said  he,  that  we  feared  that  when  brought  into 
the  House  it  would  be  ridiculed  here,  aa  we  know 
that  it  had  been  for  aeveral  yeara  before,  and  that 
the  inatitution  would  be  injured  more  than  the 
chance  of  peasing  the  appropriation  would  benefit 
it.  Nov  who  ever.before  beard  of  such  a  reason 
aa  that  emanating  from  a  committee?  Inaaihuch 
aa  ibia  aapropriation  had  been  frequently  pressed 
on  the  House  before,  and  bad  met  only  with  rid- 
icule, they  feared  that  it  would  meet  with  ridicule 
and  nothing  else,  which  would  injure  the  institu- 
tion !  Therefore,  afterdeliberation,  they  concluded 
to  reject  the  amendment,  to  recommend  the  House 
to  non-concur  in  it. 

I  do  not  cast  my  vote  on  any  such  principle  as 
that;  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  committee  of 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  never 
recommend  the  rejection  or  adoption  of  any  prop- 
osition on  any  such  principle.  Is  it  right?  Is  this 
appropriation  needed  for  the  benefit  of  that  insti- 
tution, and  to  enabl*  the  QovarmnMt  to  derive  all 


the  advantages  which  it  ought  to  have?  That  ia 
the  question,  and  the  only  one  which  ought  to  be 
considered.  And  we  were  informed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  who  followed  me  in  the 
discussion  the  other  day,  and  who  is  not  now  in 
his  seat,  that  there -were  appropriated  some  sev- 
enteen years  ago,  when  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee  of  the  Senate — and  he  had 
more  influence  in  that  body  than  any  other  mem- 
ber there — $30,000  were  appropriated  for  a  riding 
hall  at  West  Point;  and  it  was  done  with  his  ap- 
probation. Seventeen  yeara  have  gone  by,  and 
now,  when  a'Similar  proposition  is  madehere,he 
takes  his  cue  apparently  from  the  hint  thrown  out 
by  the  gentleman  fromNew  York,  [Mr.  IIavbk,] 
and  ridicules  the  proposition,  and doea  nothing  but 
ridicule  it. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  WeII,give  some  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  now  merely  replying  to 
some  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mia- 
souri;  but  1  am  asked  to  give  some  reason  why  it 
is  necessary.  I  will  do  so  with  pleaaure,  although 
I  think  it  would  be  unneceasary  to  thoae  who  heard 
me  the  other  day. 

In  the  first  place,  in  consequence  of  the  latitude 
and  altitude  of  the  location  of  the  institution  at 
West  Point,  they  have  a  long  winter,  a  long  fiill, 
a  long  spring,  and  a  very  abort  aummer.  During 
a  large  portion  of  the  winter  the  snow  lies  deep 
upon  the  msnatains  there;  during  several  weeks 
in  the  spring  and  autumn  the  ground  is  filled  with 
frost,or  is  in  process  of  breaking  up,  when  a  horse 
will  break  in  at  every  step  he  takes;  and  in  win- 
ter, when  snow  is  on  the  ground,  rain  falls  upon 
it,  which  freezes,  but  not  enough  to  bear  a  horse; 
sp  that  he  cuts  through  it  some  twelve  or  eighteen 
inches  at  every  atep, 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  aubmit  to  thccommitue that 
no  reaaons  have  been  given  by  the  gentleman  who 
laat  addreaaed  ua.{Mr.  Biiiell]  in  favor  of  hia 
amendment,  that  ought  to  control  this  committee 
in  ita  action. 

The  gentleman  is  slightly  mistaken,  I  think,  in 
reference  to  the  grouna  that  I  took  when  the  bill 
waa  up  the  other  day.  I  did  not  undertake  to  aay 
that  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana  were 
fearful  that  thia  proposition  would  be  attacked 
with  ridicule,  and  that  that  was  the  reason  why 
they  reported  against  the  amendment.  What  I 
did  aay  was  substantially  thia:  that  propositions 
of  this  character,  and  nearly  akin  to  it,  had  been 
recommended  and  been  before  the  House  year 
after  year,  nearly  as  long  as  I  could  remember; 
that  they  had  been  attacked  here  in  debate,  and 
that  I  reared  these  repeated  endeavors  to  ingraft 
them  on  the  academy  bill,  when  it  had  been  so 
repeatedly  refused,  would  have  the  effect  or  ten- 
dency to  bring  this  institution  into  discredit.  I 
submit  to  thia  committee  that  I  am  right  in  that. 
I  submit  that  these  repeated  applications,  year 
after  year,  for  what  Congreaa  baa  again  and  again 
refuaed — applicationa  unaccompanied  by  any  good 
and  aufficient  reaaona  for  their  conatant  renewal, 
whether  they  are  reaiated  by  ridicule  or  not— are 
calculated,  or  have  the  tendency,  to  bring  the 
institution  into  disrepute  and  discredit.  Sir,  I  am 
aa  little  controlled  by  the  fear  of  ridicule  aa  my 
friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Biiiell.]  And  the 
fear  of  the  imputation  baa  aa  little  control  over  me 
aa  the  Gear  oi  ridicule  itself. 

Now,  a  word  as  to  the  positions  taken  the  other 
day  br  my  friend  who  has  spoken  in  favor  of  this 
amendment  now.  As  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  then,  he  was  veryapecificin  declaring 
that  the  reaaona  which  induced  bim  to  aupport  the 
proposition  this  year,  although  heretofore  he  had 
been  opposed  to  it— and  I  wul  set  off  the  gentle- 
man's  position  in  that  respect  against  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missoliri — he  said  particu- 
larly that  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  sup- 
port the  proposition  now  were  not  on  account  of 
the  effect  it  would  have  on  the  cadets,  but  because 
the  ground  for  some  six  months  in  the  year  was 
so  uneven  and  hummocky — 1  think  that  was  hia 
word — that  the  horsea  were  in  danger,  and  that 
the  horaes  could  not  perform  the  aervice  and  evo- 
lutiona  there  with  siuety.  Now,  I  have  no  such 
desire  to  protect  the  horses  at  West  Point,  or  rather 
1  have  no  such  apprehensions  in  reference  to  them. 
The  colonel  who  recommends  this  appropriation 
this  year— for  the  twentieth  time,  for  aught  Iknow— 
and  the  Board  of  Visitora,differ,  however,  from  the 
gentleman.  They  tell  ua,  in  reference  to  thia  propo- 
aition,  in  aabataoce,  that  the  room  ia  neceaaary 


for  thecadeta;  that  "a  decent  regard  for  safety 
to  the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  cadets  requires  thia 
hall,  as  well  as  their  succeaaful  progreaa  in  this 
branch  of  instruction." 

The  colonel  saya  that  a  abeltered  room  ia  as 
neceaaary,  in  his  opinion,  for  tlie  proper  and  eco- 
nomical instruction  of  this  course  of  education,  aa 
any  other.  It  would  require  one  of  large  dimen- 
sions,  and  built  for  the  purpose.  No  plan,  no 
estimate  in  detail,  from  any  responsible  source,  i% 
laid  before  the  committee.  The  amendment  nov 
under  consideration  is  open  to  the  precise  objection 
to  which  the  last  one  offiered  was.  1  do  not  desire 
to  argue  the  question  here  that  was  argued  by  tba 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Beutox,]  aa  to 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  this  course  of  in- 
struction. 1  take  it  for  granted  that  we  desire  it 
taught. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Biiiell]  tells 
us  to-day,  in  substance,  that  this  riding  achool  ia 
not  intended  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the 
cadet  himaelf,  but  for  convenience  and  aafety  to 
the  hoisea  in  using  them.  Colonel  Lee  tells  ua  in 
bis  report  that  there  are  aix  mouha  iu  each  year, 
from  September  until  June,  that  the  weather  is 
unfit  for  thia  exerciae  in  the  open  air.  Is  not  this 
rather  atrongly  stated?  I  submit  to  thia  commit- 
tee—for there  are  many  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
who  can  speak  from  actual  knowledge — whether, 
in  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  Novem- 
ber even,  persons  in  the  country  in  that  latitude, 
are  not  harvesting  their  potatoes  and  corn  in  the 
fields  withoutany  inconvenience  from  the  weather? 
I  undertake  to  say  that  before  May  has  gone  and 
June  is  reached — for  May  is  one  of  the  months 
included  in  the  statement  against  cavalry  exercise 
in  the  open  air — we  shall  have  beautiful  we&ther  ' 
and  settled  grounds  at  West  Point.  I  believe,  sir, 
it  ia  not  unuaual  to  have  settled  roads  and  good 
traveling  there  in  April,  although  this  year  it  seems 
an  unpleasant  month.  I  am  ready  to  have  the 
qpeation  taken. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  If  there  ia  no  objection,  I  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  offer  an  amendment  to 
increase  the  appropriation  $100. 

I  understand  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Haven,]  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  occupy  a  doubtful  position 
in  regard  to  this  appropriation,  and  to  be  undecided 
aa  to  whether  it  is  proper  or  not.  I  am  antia- . 
fied  hia  judgment,  hia  knowledge  of  the  facts  in 
reference  to  West  Point,  will  not  permit  him  to 
say  that  it  ia  really  improper.  He  is  apprehen- 
sive that  the  discussion  of  t^is  subject  may  injure 
that  institution.  1  have  no  such  apprehension.  It  ' 
will  bear  full  discussion.  He' objects  that  no 
plans,  no  estimates  have  been  submitted.  L  sub- 
mit to  the  gentleman,  that  if  no  plans  or  estimates 
were  submitted,  it  was  the  dutyof  tbeComroittea 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  have  inouired  for  them, 
and  to  have  had  them  submitted  by  the  proper 
officers.  But  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  near  me, 
that  they  have  been  submitted,  and  that  they 
amount  to  some  $21,000. 

It  appears  that  an  appropriation  was  made  by 
the  last  Congreaa  of  $2,000  to  build  a  hall  for  cav- 
alry exereiaes,  but  that  it  haa  not  been  applied ,  for 
the  sole  reason  that  the  officers  deemed  it  utterly 
insufficient  for  the  purpose  intended.  This  shows 
the  judgment  of  that  Congress,  that  such  a  hall 
for  cavalry  exercise  waa  necessary.  The  refusal 
to  use  any  part  of  the  appropriation  whin ,  its  insuf- 
ficiency was  ascertained,  exhibits  the  integrity  of 
the  officers  in  charge.  The  appropriation  now 
asked  is  for  a  hall  for  cavalry  exercises,  which  are 
deemed  to  hold  a  very  important  part  in  the  system 
of  education  at  West  Point.  I  need  not  advert  to 
the  importance  of  an  efficient  cavalry.  It  is  appre- 
ciated in  every  nation,  and  in  every  army  of  Eu- 
rope. I  have  not  time  to  enlarge  upon  this  point, 
though  I  should  be  happy  to  do  so,  and  to  show 
its  indispensable  necessity  to  every  efficientarmy. 

But  bow  is  efficiency  in  cavalry  to  be  attained  ? 
Sir,  I  submit  that  it  is  only  to  be  attained  by 
proper  instruction,  by  drilling,  hy  discipline.  It 
IS  said,  to  be  sure,  that  our  boys  in  this  country 
are  all  good  riders.  They  are.  But  will  good 
riders  alone  make  an  efficient  cavalry  ?  The  most 
inefficient  cavalry  in  the  field  are  those  composed 
of  what  we  call  good  riders,  but  «^o  are  untaught 
in  cavalry  cxerciaea,  and  are  without  prqper  dts- 
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cipline.  Now,  sir,  in  Europe,  for  instance  in 
Kiissiu,  there  ia  one  of  the  best  riding  halls  to  be 
found  in  any  country;  it  ia  six  hundred  feet  long, 
and  two  hundred  feet  wide.  They  have,  I  believe, 
men  of  some  hardiliond  there — yet  a  covered  riding 
hall  ia  deemed  necessary  there,  where  their  young 
luen  are  well  and  thoroughly  instructed  in  cavalry 
exercise.  In  France  they  have  three  riding  halls 
for  cavalry  exercise,  and  in  them  the  young  nfien 
of  Krance  are  insirucied.  There,  even  in  that 
pleasant  climate,  covered  riding  schools  are  deemed 
necessary,  to  train  their  young  men,  who  are  to 
instruct  others — and  they  have  them. 

1  wish  I  had  lime  to  enlarge  upon  these  facts; 
upon  the  example  of  other  nations,  who  under- 
stand this  subject,  who  know  the  value  of  well- 
trained  cavalry,  and  practice  on  their  knowledge. 

In  France,  air,  young  men  are  taken  from  the 
school  at  St.  Cyr,  a  place  near  Paris,  and  sent  to 
these  riding  halls  at  Sauniur,  upon  the  Loire,  and 
kept  lliere  twenty-one  months;  and  then,  if  they 
are  of  sufficient  ability  to  sustain  an  examination, 
they  are  transferred  to  their  regiment;  and,  alter 
being  kept  there  for  a  time,  and  before  they  can 
be  promoted  to  a  captaincy,  they  have  to  go  back 
to  these  institutions  at  Saumur  again,  and  remain 
there  for  eighteen  months  longer;  and  then  they 
are  not  promoted  unless  they  can  sustain  a  rigid 
and  thorough  examination. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seal,  [Mr.  Peckham,]  and  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate.  I  rise  for  that  purpose, 
sir,  because  I  am  a  friend  to  the  West  Point  Acad- 
emy, and  as  such,  I  believe  our  legislation  should 
be  calculated  to  protect  that  institution.  Well, 
sir,  I  ask,  why  is  it  necessary  to  load  down  this 
bill  so  that  the  appropriations,  which  are  absolutely 
necessary,  will  be  lost.' 

By  referring  to  the  bill  which  has  been  printed, 
and  which  is  upon  our  desks,  I  find  that  the  ap- 
propriations for  this  academy  amount  to  $144,381, 
independent  of  the  amendments  which  have  been 
added  to  it  by  the  Senate.  Now,  sir,  1  ask  why 
add  any  more  to  it,  unless  it  is  necessary  to  do  so 
in  order  to  secure  the  efficiency  of  the  institution  ? 
It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  kept  an  eye 
upon  this  institution  for  years  past,  that  it  was 
fast  losing  its  hold  upon  the  public  mind;  and  but 
for  the  occurrence  of  the  Mexican  war,  which  de- 
veloped the  ability,  patriotism,  and  efficiency  of 
the  otficers  who  were  educated  at  that  institution, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  the  annual  appropriations 
for  its  support  would,  long  before  this  time,  have 
been  lost. 

Now,  why  is  it  necessary  to  do  anything  more 
than  enough  to  sustain  efficiently  that  institution.' 
Let  gentlemen  look  for  a  moment  and  see  where 
the  boys  come  from  who  go  to  this  academy. 
By  law,  they  come  from  every  congressional  dis- 
trict in  the  Union;  from  the  hills  and  valleys,  as 
well  as  cities,  of  the  country,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  put  them  into  a  band-box,  or  into  any  hall, 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  them  to  ride.  I  think 
that  the  boy  who  is  sent  to  that  institution  from 
my  district  will  know  how  to  ride  better  than 
those  who  go  there  and  are  taught  to  ride  solely 
in  this  pocket  edition  of  a  riding  school.  The 
gentleman  fr,)m  New  York  [Mr.  Peckham]  says 
that  a  set  of  good  riders  make  a  poor  body  of  cav- 
alry. I  take  it  that  you  cannot  have  good  cavalry 
without  good  riders. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  the  climate  is  inclement  at 
West  Point.  Sir,  is  the  climate  more  inclement 
at  West  Point  than  it  is  in  Maine.'  I  believe  the 
location  of  my  district  is  further  north  than  West 
Point;  yet  the  boys  sixteen  years  old  in  my  dis- 
trict find  time  enough  to  learn  to  ride,  and  are, 
most  of  them,  as  good  riders  as  they  would  be  if 
they  had  learned  to  ride  in  a  building  erected  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  What  do  the  cavalry  do  in 
Maine.' 

Mr.  BENSON.  They  fight  the  enemy  when 
called  upon  to  do  so;  and  they  do  not  go  into 
hedges,  or  wood-sheds,  or  riding  halls  either,  to 
learn  to  ride. 

But  it  is  said ,  again ,  that  in  Russia  and  in  France 
they  have  schools  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
their  young  men  in  the  art  of  riding.  Sir,  we  in 
America  have  riding  schools,  too.  Almost  every 
farm  in  thi:i  broad  land  is  a  riding  school,  where 
our  young  men  are  taught  to  become  as  good  riders 
u  you  can  find  in  the  world.    And  1  do  not  be- 


lieve it  is  necessary  for  us  in  republican  America 
to  go  to  aristocratic  Russia  or  to  imperial  France 
for  examples  how  to  teach  our  boys.  I  believe 
we  have  a  policy  at  home  which  we  shall  find  will 
answer  our  pur|>ose  quite  as  well.  Let  the  boys 
be  taught  at  home,  aa  they  will  be;  and  during  the 
four  years  of  instruction  at  West  Point  there  will 
be  found  sufficient  time  in  the  free,  open  air,  in 
suitable  weatlier^  to  give  them  the  graces  of  horse- 
manship and  a  Knowledge  uf  cavalry  tactics,  with- 
out incurring  this  expense. 

But  again,  it  is  said  that  this  hall  is  not  wanted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  boys,  but  to  protect  the  offi- 
cers and  the  horses.  Now,  sir,  1  do  not  believe 
it  is  necessai  y  for  us  to  erect  a  riding  hall  for  the 
protection  of  the  horses;  and  if  the  officers  need  it 
— if  the  officers,  in  other  words,  are  not  competent 
to  perform  their  duties  without  these  additional 
accommodations,  we  had  better  exchange  them, 
if  necessary,  which  i  no  not  believe,  and  ^et  those 
more  efficient  in  their  places.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
hope  the  committee  will  refuse  to  adopt  this 
amendment  of  the  Senate.  1  do  not  believe  it  is 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  institution; 
and,  in  my  judgment,  it  will  endangerlhose appro- 
priations which  are  material  to  the  usefulness 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  desire  to  say  a  word  more 
on  this  subject. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  remarks  are 
in  order.  The  question  is  now  upon  the  amend- 
ment ofiered  by  the  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  withdraw  that  amend- 
ment, and  oflfer  another,  to  increase  the  appropri- 
tion  $11U. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat.  With  great  respect  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  I  desire  to  say  that  he  certainly  does 
not  mean  to  have  this  House  understand  that  he  is 
perfectly  familiar  or  acquainted  with  what  is  neces- 
sary to  constitute  an  efficient  cavalry,  or  what  is  im- 
portant to  that  end.  1  do  not  doubt  or  deny  the 
position  which  he  has  eisserted.  He  says  they  have 
exceedingly  fine  horsemen  in  Maine.  He  tells  us 
what  his  young  men  can  do.  Amen.  Do  not  we 
all  know  that  not  only  in  Maine,  but  everywhere 
in  the  United  States,  we  have  aa  good  horsemen 
as  can  be  found  in  the  world .'  No  one  here 
denies  that;  but,  sir,  is  that  all  that  is  necessary 
to  make  efficient  cavalry .'  I  am  told  by  those 
whose  experience  in  the  Army  entitles  their  opin- 
ions to  the  highest  respect,  and  who,  if  I  were  to 
mention  their  names,  would  be  recognized  as  such, 
that  undrilled  cavalry  are  utterly  useless  and  unre- 
liable— far  more  so  than  undisciplined  infantry. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  is  not  speaking 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  but  directly  in 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, I  believe,  is  out  of  order;  I  am  speaking 
in  support  of  an  amendment  which  1  have  just 
offered.  Now,  sir,  to  give  you  an  illustration: 
There  are  no  better  horsemen  in  the  world  than 
the  Mamelukes,  in  Egypt,  and  yet  they  proved  to 
be  inefficient  as  cavalry.  They  would  ride  directly 
up  to  the  infantry,  and  even  jump  their  horses 
over  into  the  infantry  squares;  and  yet,  in  their 
conflicts  with  the  army  of  Napoleon,  because  they 
were  not  properly  drilled  and  disciplined  to  act  in 
masses,  they  proved  to  be  utterly  inefficient  as 
cavalry. 

Sir,  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  a  conceded  maxim, 
as  I  am  told,  with  military  men,  that  it  requires 
three  times  as  long  to  drill  a  corps  of  cavalry  as 
a  corps  of  infantry  or  artillery;  and  it  is  worse 
than  idle  to  assume,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  as- 
sume here,  that  all  that  is  necessary  to  make 
good  cavalry  is  that  the  men  shall  be  good  riders. 
Besides,  the  young  men  instructed  here,  are  not 
only  to  understand  it  themselves,  but  to  be  ren- 
dered competent  to  instruct  others.  They  are  to 
be  made  disciplinarians.  The  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  BentonJ  referred  to  the  Utah  In- 
dians as  objects  for  imitation.  There  are  no 
better  riders  than  the  Utah  Indians,  but  what 
would  they  amount  to  aa  cavalry.'  How  would 
they  act  in  masses .' 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  facts  presented 
from  all  countries  abroad  where  they  have  an  ef- 
ficient cavalry,  that  they  all  have  extensive  cov- 
ered riding  halls,  and  deem  them  indispensable, 
what  is  presented  in  answer.'    Why  can  we  dis- 


pense with  such  a  hall  better  than  they  can  in 
Russia,  or  in  France,  or  in  England  ?  Why,  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  told  us  that  if  we  attempt 
to  establish  them  we  shall  ruin  this  institution. 
Sir,  with  great  respect  to  the  gentleman,  I  think 
that  I  can  appeal  with  safety  to  this  committee, 
to  its  intelligence,  to  its  reliance  on  doing  what  is 
right  rather  than  on  what  the  prejudices  of  con- 
stituents of  niembera  may  say,  to  discbarge  its 
high  duty  to  the  country  on  this  subject. 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  BentonJ  does  not  presume  to  present  any 
answer  on  the  merits  of  this  measure,  but  he  has 
recourse  entirely  to  ridicule;  he  appeals  to  the 
prejudices  of  members;  he  re-presents  the  produc- 
tions of  former  years,  the  parasol  and  pelisse  of 
the  old  lady  from  New  England,  and  the  five' 
year-old  Utah  Indian  boy.  Will  this  committee 
regard  that  as  an  answer  to  an  application  for  this 
riding  hall,  which  has  been  made  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  every  committee  of  visitors  which 
has  considered  the  subject,  and  by  every  Army 
officer,  as  well  those  disconnected  with  l^iis  acad- 
emy as  those  attached  to  it,  and  sustained,  too, 
by  the  example  and  practice  of  every  civilized 
nation  that  have  an  efficient  cavalry.'  We  can 
afford  to  meet  ridicule  that  comes  in  this  shape. 
We  have  courage  to  meet  that;  but  we  cannot 
refuse  to  sustain  this  appropriation, and  we  ought 
not  to  have  courage  to  refuse,  when  it  is  necessary 
to  the  efficiency  of  our  cavalry;  when  it  is  prop- 
erly recommended;  and  when  there  is  no  rational 
objection  presented  against  it.* 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Chairman, 
as  has  been  before  remarked,  this  recommendation 
of  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  riding 
hall  has  been  presented  to  Congress  and  thrust  on 
its  consideration  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years, 
if  not  for  a  longer  period.  Up  to  the  present  time 
all  that  has  been  asked  is  $13,000;  but  I  suppose 
with  the  great  improvements  which  have  been 
made  in  riding  halls  of  hippodromes  over  cir- 
cuses, [laughter] — 

Mr.  HENN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
know  my  friend  will  take  it  in  good  part.  If  we 
go  on  discussing  this  question  in  the  way  we  have, 
we  shall  never  see  the  end  of  it.  The  amendment 
proposes  to  increase  the  appropriation  $110.  The 
gentlemen  who  should  have  spoken  in  favor  of  it 
did  not  speak  to  it  at  all,  and  neither  is  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  opposing  it,  as  he  should  do 
to  entitle  him  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  lam  speaking  against  the  amend- 
ment.    I  do  not  want  to  see  it  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  does  not  see 
that  the  gentleman's  remarks  are  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  Now  they  ask  for  $20,000,  in- 
stead of  $13,000.  There  is  no  particular  reason 
assigned  for  the  change.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  proposes  to  increase  it  $110.  Now,  I 
cannot  conceive  the  necessity  of  one  dollar  of  this 
appropriation.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  have  a 
house  in  which  to  train  young  men  to  ride?  From 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
it  seems  to  me  that  for  the  service  the  country  will 
want  mounted  troops  for  some  years  to  come. 
West  Point,  on  the  hills,  amid  ice  and  snow,  is 
the  place  of  all  others  where  we  should  teach  our 
cavalry  soldiers.  Where  will  you  want  your 
troops?  On  the  plains,  in  the  gorges,  among  the 
rocks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  elsewhere  in 
the  country  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific 
oceans. 

I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  whether 
he  supposes  the  mode  of  taking  youths  under  shel- 
ter into  a  riding  hall,  and  on  horses  trained  to 
start  at  the  whistle  and  stop  at  the  crack  of  the 
whip,  is  the  proper  one  to  teach  those  to  ride  who 
are  to  be  called  on  Ifi  protect  our  frontiers  against 
the  Indians  ?  Why,  sir,  take  one  of  these  persons 
who  have  learned  to  ride  in  these  halls  for  exhibi- 
tion through  the  country,  where  they  are  well 
schooled,  and  put  them  on  a  paved  street  here  in 
the  city,  and  they  will  be  as  awkward  at  riding  as 
if  they  had  never  exhibited  or  performed  at  all. 
They  have  their  horses  trained,  and  are  trained 
themselves  to  suit  the  action  of  the  horses,  and 
they  know  exactly,  when  they  start,  thegaitthey 
are  to  go  at,  and  where  they  will  stop.  But  put 
them  into  the  field  or  on  to  the  mountains,  and 
they  will  be  as  awkward  as  if  they  had  never  seen 
a  riding;  hall. 

Sir,  if  you  want  these  cadets  to  learn  to  ride 
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efficiently,  bo  that  their  eerrices  will  be  availabje, 
and  80  that  they  will  not  have  unlearned  in  the 
field  what  they  have  learned  at  the  academy,  and 
to  learn  anew,  let  them  ride  in  the  hot  bud  and  in 
the  rain  and  anow;  let  them  ride  apon  the  mount- 
ains and  the  hille. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Doe*  the  gentleman  sup- 
poBe  they  do  not  ride  in  the  open  air  alao  i       * 

Mr.  JONES.  I  suppose  they  do  dot,  since  they 
want  a  ridins  hall. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  They  ezerciie  in  the  hall 
at  the  proper  time,  and  at  other  times  in  the  open 
air. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  you  will  find  that  the  sun 
is  too  Itot  for  them  in  summer,  and  that  the  rain 
and  snow  are  too  cold  for  them  in  winter. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  one 
dollar. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  suppose  no  one  can  be  more 
favorable  to  this  West  Point  institution  than  I  am; 
but  I  think  that  the  true  policy<of  those  who  are 
friendly  to  the  institution  is  to  restrict  it  within 
the  narrowest  circle  of  economy — to  spend  no 
more  money  upon  it  than  ia  absolutely  necessary. 

Now,  is  this  appropriation  absolutely  necessary? 
By  no  means.  What  is  the  object  of  this  riding 
school.'  The  distinguished  gentleman  from  the 
northwest  [Mr.  Bissell]  tells  us  that  his  object 
in  advocating  the  riding  school  is  to  save  ihi 
'horses.  But  what  is  the  object  of  the  riding 
school?  Why,  it  is  to  teach  the  cadets  how  to 
ride.  'Well,  there  is  a  better  way  of  teaching  them 
how  to  ride  than  having  a  riding  school — a  very 
simple  one,  that  costs  nothing — and  that  is  to 
require  the  youths  to  know  how  to  ride  before 
they  go  to  West  Point.  That  is  the  true  idea. 
They  are  required  now  to  be  healthy,  and  stout, 
and  hardy,  a«d  to  submit  to  a  physical  examina- 
tion; they  ought  also  to  be  required  to  be  able  to 
ride  like  Camanche  Indians.  Learning  to  ride  in 
a  riding  school!  Why,  the  idea  is  absurd.  When 
they  leave  the  academy,  and  lake  their  places  in 
the  Army,  they  will  have  to  ride  among  the 
Indians  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  will 
riding  learned  in  a  riding  school  serve  them  then  ? 
They  will  have  to  ride  like  the  Camanche  Indians, 
like  the  wind,  and  that  kind  of  riding  they  can 
only  learn,  not  in  a  riding  school,  but  m  the  open 
•ir,  on  the  hills  and  mountains.  1  say,  then,  that 
this  riding  school  is  not  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

W  hat  ia  it  necessary  for,  then  ?  Why,  it  is  only 
necessary  to'teach  the  cadets  cavalry  tactics — how 
to  ride  in  squadrons  and  troops.  That  is  all.  Well, 
I  submit  that  there  must  be  sufficient  good  weather, 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  to  enable  them  to  learn 
those  cavalry  tactics  in  the  open  air.  Daring  six 
months  of  the  year  they  can  certainly. ride  4n  the 
open  girt  and,  if  so,  six  months  is  enough.  I  have 
seen  good  cavalry  troops,  who  acted  efficiently  in 
the  field,  who  did  not  have  ten  days' practice  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  What  do  they  want  to  do  ? 
After  they  once  know  how  to  ride,  it  is  very  easy 
for  then  to  become  familiar  with  cavalry  exercises. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  But  how  will  you  teach  them  ? 

Mr.  BOYCE.  You  can  teach  tnem  very  easily. 
I  have  Been  cavalry  in  my  State  that  will  compare 
with  any  cavalry  in  the  regular  Army ;  and  they  do 
not  practice  more  than  ten  days  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Haven]  speaks  of  the  Mamelukes,  and  refers  to 
the  battle  of  the  Pyramids.  They  were  the  best 
cavalry  in  the  world;  and  why  did  they  not  suc- 
ceed? Because  thev  attacked  hollow  squares,  in 
^hich  were  placed  the  best  infantry  soldiers  in  the 
world,  with  the  genius  of  a>  Napoleon  directing 
^their  movements.  What  did  Napoleon  say  of 
Ihem?  He  said,  "Giveme  the  Mameluke  cavalry 
and  the  French  infantry,  and  I  will  conquer  the 
world."  ^ 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  seems  to  be  a  very 
great  difference  of  opinion  among  my  Democratic 
friends,  and  I  am  somewhat  perplexed  how  to 
vote  in  thisconflict  of  opinion.  Here  are  military 
gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
each  one  seems  to  have  a  peculiar  set  of  opinions 
of  his  own,difreringr  widely  from  those  of  all  the 
others.  I  suggest,  if  the  committee  will  agree  to 
rise,  that  there  is  an  experiment  going  on  here,  in 
Judiciary  square,  whien  may  urow  some  light 


upon  this  question.  The  hippodrome  will  soon 
be  prepared,  and  opened  for  exhibition,  and  we 
can  then  see  how  this  thing  sf  riding  in  a  house 
will  work.  [Laughter.]  As  the  matter  now 
stands,  I  ihay  give  a  wrong  vine.  Suppose  I 
should  follow  the  suggestions  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Botce,]  ancf  it  should 
turn  out  that  I  had  given  a  wrong  vote,  I  should 
regret  it  very  much.  Suppose  I  should  follow  the 
suggestions  of  the  other  side,  slill  1  might  have 
cause  to  regret  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Botce.] 

Mr.  BOYCE.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  1  ofier  the  following 
amendment,  to  increase  the  amount  |100,in  order 
to  make  a  few>remarks. 

There  seems  to  be  in  the  discussion  of  this  ap- 

gropriation  of  $20,000,  as  recommended  by  the 
oard  of  Visitors,  very  great  misapprehension  in 
the  minds  of  the  committee.  The  appropriation 
is  not  asked  for  a  riding  school.  What  is  it  asked 
for  then  ?  The  Superintendent  of  the  Mifitary 
Academy,  in  his  report,  which  is  laid  before  all 
the  members  of  the  House,  says  that  the  appro- 
priation is  asked  for  cavalry  exercises  and  instruc- 
tion. There  ia  something'else  to  be  taught  there 
than  riding,  if  I  understand  it;  and  it  is  required 
that  instruction  in  cavalry  exercises  sHhIl  be  given. 
Every  boy  of  sixteen  there,  I  presume,  knows  how 
to  ride,  but  it  is  required,  also,  that  he  shall  be 
instructed  in  cavalry  and  sword  exercises.  It 
any  answer  was  needed  to  the  arguments  of  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  appropriation,  it  may 
be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Superintwdent  of 
the  Military  Academy,  which  I  have  before  me, 
dated  last  October.  I  will  read  what  he  says  as 
the  best  reply  I  can  make  to  all  that  is  said  against 
this  amendment. 

I  read  from  a  letter  of  Colonel  R.  B.  Lee,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Academy,  of  the  date  of 
October  8th,  1853.     He  says  : 

"  (  cannot  help  again  ullinit  your  sttentinn  to  the  neees- 
ftly  of  a  hall  for  cavalry  exercise  and  instruction.  The 
knowledge  of  cavalry  tactics  is  nect* ssary  to  the  cadets  in 
the  peribrmajice  of  Uieir  duly  in  the  Army.  It  is  su  recng. 
nized,  and  a  suffl<;ient  number  of  horses,  dragoons,  and 
cavalry  officers  have  been  placed  at  the  Academy  fur  their 
instruction.  The  three  higher  classes  are  instracted  in  this 
branch,  and  are  divided  into  squads,  aitd  parade  dally  at 
stated  hours,  as  in  their  other  studies.    When  the  weauier 

germits,  (he  instruction  is  given  on  the  plain ;  but  from 
eptember  to  June,  the  period  alloued  to  Uila  eoarae.  the 
weather  and  gvound  in  this  climate  are  so  oAen  unfit  for 
this  exercise  in  the  open  air,  that  for  the  want  of  a  ball  the 
regular  lesson  must  be  omitted,  and  the  provision  and  ex 
pense  of  men  and  horses  lost  to  the  country,  and  the  time 
and  opportunity  to  the  cadets.  A  sheltered  room  ia  as  ne- 
cessary, in  my  opinion,  for  the  proper  and  economical  in- 
•trticUon  of  this  course  as  any  other.  It  reijuires  one  of 
large  dimensions,  and  must  be  built  for  the  purpose.  A 
plan  and  esUmate  of  the  proposed  buildlni  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  you.  Two  thousand  dollars  are  already  appro- 
ptjaied  for  its  commencement,  and  the  balance  of  the  esU- 
mate, 930,000,  is  now  asked  fur  its  completion." 

Young  men  are  required,  for  twenty-four  dol- 
lars per  month;  to  board  and  clothe  themselvesat 
this  institution.  They  study  a  greater  portion  of 
the  time  within  doors,  and  are  not  expected  to  go 
out  like  soldiers,  in  all  weathers,  and  exercise  on 
horseback  a  few  hours  a  day.  Their  studies  are 
regular  and  systematically  conducted,  and  a  por- 
tion of  every  day,  whether  like  the  three  last  days 
which  we  have  had  even  in  this  latitude,  where  it 
has  been  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  be  out — I 
say  A  portion  of  every  day,  rain  or  shine,  snow 
or  Kail,  this  instruction  in  equestration  is  to  be 
given  and  ought  to  be  ^iven. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  desire  to.  oppose  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Tatlor,]  for  various  reasons.  First,  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  whole  appropriation,  for  the  reason 
that  1  do  not  consider  it  necessary.  Gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  upon  this  subject  have  said  that 
the  example  furnished  us  in  the  Mexican  war  was 
decidedly  in  favor  of  these  cavalry  officers  who 
were  trained  at  West  Point.  )f  those  gentlemen 
will  but  recur  to  the  history  of  that  war,  they  will 
learn  that  the  most  successful  eavalry  officer  in 
that  war,  and  almost  the  only  one  that  gained  re- 
nown, was  Colonel  May,  who  learned  to  ride  in 
this  city,  among  the  ravines  and  inequalities  of 
ground  around  this  city;  and  I  undertake  to  say 
that  he  was  never  in  a  riding  hall  in  his  life. 

If  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  these  officers  to 
be  taught  riding  in  this  hall,  whyis  it  not  quite  as 
necessary  that  the  men  in  the  rankv  shoald  also 


be  taught  to  ride?  You  should,  in  order  to  haTe 
an  efficient  cavalry,  have  the  men  trained  and 
drilled  as  well  as  the  officers.  Yet  was'  it  ever 
proposed  to  have  a  cavalry  hall  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  training  the  men  in  the  ranks  as  you 
do  the  officers?  I  also  ask  these  military  gentle- 
men whether  the  most  efficient  portion  of  the  cai- 
airy  tactics  is  not  in  the  charge.'  And  I  ask  you 
how  thev,  the  men,  are  to  learn  to  charge  an  en- 
emy? Are  you  going  to  build  a  riding  hall  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  long,  and  teach  them  how  tochi^rge? 
I  think  the  whole  thing  is  an  absurdity  upon  its 
face,  and  1  hope  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  will 
not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew the  amendment. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  move  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation 1)100.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  sure  there 
are  some  gentlemen  in  this  Hall  who  are  labor- 
ing under  a  mistake  as  to  the  true  state  of  things 
in  regard  to  the  West  Point. Military  Academy. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  understood,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  that  we  have  already  a  riding  hall  there, 
and  have  for  the  last  twenty  years  kept  it  up. 

A  Member.    More  than  that. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Yes,  and  more  than  twenty 
years.    And  now  gentlemen  are  heard  clamoring 

r'nst  the  idea  of  having  a  riding  ball  there  at 
This  is  nothing  new  in  the  history  of  this 
institution.  A  riding  hall  has  been  kept  up  for 
this  long  period,  without  complaint  upon  your 
part,  or  upon  the  part  of  the  people.  An  appro- 
priation was  made  of  |30,000  ytait  ago  for  that 
purpose,  and  was  expended  for  that  object,  and 
the  nail  has  been  used  ever  since.  , 

Gentlemen  talk  as  if  we  were  about  starting  out 
with  a  new  principle,  or  about  to  establish  a  new 
department  of  the  West  Point  Academy.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jonei]  does  not 
want  a  hall  to  be  erected,  because  he  desires  that 
the  boys  shall  be  exercised  on  the  snow  and  ice  and 
sleet,  in  order  to  make  them  hardy;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  [Mr.  BKKaoNj  says  that  the 
boys  in  his  State  can  ride  well  enough,  and  they 
are  not  taught  in  riding  halls.  I  do  not  doubt  that 
the  boy 8  in  the  gerftleman  's  district  can  ride  as 
well  as  country  boys  and  village  boys  elsewhere. 
But  I  would  like  to  know  how  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  would  like  to  sec  his  own  sons,  or  the 
sons  of  his  neighbors,  charging  as  cavalry  upon  a 
line  of  infantry.  How  many  of  them  does  he 
suppose  would  be  sitting  upon  their  horses  by  the 
time  the  line  was  reechM  ? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia,  made  a  remark  not 
heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  NoteTen  the  gentleman  him- 
self could  sit  upon  his  horse  in  such  a  charge. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Does  the  gentleman  think  we 
shall  have  no  cavalry  unless  we  have  riding  halls 
to  train  them  in  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  mean  to  say  that  you  can 
have  no  efficient  cavalry  without  the  ritlers  and 
the  horses  being  thoroughly  drilled  as  cavalry — 
the  horse  as  well  as  his  rider. 

The  horse  must  be  learned  to  halt  in  an  instant, 
and  to  plant  his  feet  when  he  halts  so  that  he  will 
not  slip.  He  must  be  learned  to  turn  in  an  in- 
stant on  a  very  small  space,  with  other  horses  in 
very  close  proximity,  and  on  each  side  of  him,  so 
as  not  to  jostle  those  on  the  one  side  or  the  other. 
And  the  rider  must,  learn  to  hold  his  reina  in  on« 
hand  and  to  wield  his  broad-sword  with  the  other, 
and  in  such  amanner,  too,asnot  to  cut  the  head  of 
his  own  or  his  neighbor's  horse.  All  this  must 
be  done,  unless  you  have  dry  covered  earth,  as  in 
a  hall,  upon  ground  which  ia  slippery  with  ice, 
or  where  it  is  sofland  miry.     Itcannot  beaccom- 

Elished  even  where  the  ground  ia  dry  and  tolera- 
ly  smooth,  without  very  much  practice  and  drill- 
ing; and  gentlemen  can  form  their  own  impreasions 
of  how  much  drilling  is  necessary  to  complete  the 
cavalry  soldier. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  tells  us  that  the 
boys  in  Maine  can  ride  well  enough.  Sir,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  has 
ever  seen  the  difference  illustrated  between  volun- 
teers, who  may  have  been  what  are  commonly 
called  good  riders,  and  cavalry  which  have  been 
regularly  trained  as  such?  I  am  sure  he  can  never 
have  seen  it,  or  he  would  not  venture  to  make  the 
statements  with  which  he  has  attempted  to  defeat 
this  bill. 

We  are  told — and  I  think  it  a  strong  argument 
in  favor  of  this  appropriation— that  the  institution 
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at  West  Point  was  rapidly  lessening  in  the  public  | 
estimation  until  the  Mexican  war  arose.  So  it 
w.as.  A  strong  prejudice  had  been  excited  against 
it,  and  in  which  I,  to  some  extent,  participated. 
But,  it  is  added,  since  the  Mexican  war,  that  pre- 
judice has  passed  away.  I  renly  emphatically, 
and  well  it  may  pass  off  since  tde  Mexican  war. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  recollect  upon 
one  occasion  that  in  a  suit  instituted  at  law,  the 
conduct  of  the  horse  was  made  a  subject  of  in- 
quiry; and  the  conclusion  was  solemnly  come  to 
that  the  horse  was  more  reprehensible  than  that 
of  the  rider.  Prom  thecasemadeout  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  the  only  conclusion  I  can  ar- 
rive at  is,  that  it  is  much  more  important  that  there 
should  be  a  school  for  training  the  horses  than  the 
men. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  is  highly  important  that 
the  horses  should  be  properly  trained. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  the  bill  before  us  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  imperfect  one,  for  it  does  not  pro- 
vide all  the  machinery  neceaiary.  But  I  do  not 
deny  that  It  is  highly  important  your  cavalry 
should  be  properly  trained.  The  point  at  which 
I  desire  to  arrive  is  whether,  in  order  to  have  effi- 
cient cavalry,  you  must  have  a  hall  to  train  them 
in.  Now  1  maintain  that  the  most  efficient  cav- 
alry which  ever  existed  was  that  which  was  trained 
in  the  open  field. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  With  the  gentleman's  per- 
mission 1  will  put  him  right  just  here.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  you  cannot  have  efficient  cav- 
alry without  a  hall  to  ride  in;  but  I  do  say  that  it 
is  the  better,  the  more  efficient,  the  quicker  way 
to  make  your  cavalry  soldier,  to  have  a  place  where 
he  can  be  drilled  every  day  regularly,  tnd  at  stated 
times,  and  under  favorable  auspices. 

Mr.  SMITH,  i  om  myself  perfectly  satisfied 
(hat  this  attempt,  if  it  were  really  known  to  the 
country,  would  excite  a  general  feeliiig  of  ridicule 
and  indignation.  The  idea  that  at  West  Point 
there  is  not  sufficient  dry  weather  to  train  your 
cavalry  officers  out  of  doors,  is  to  me  strange  and 
impossible. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  is  so.  They  keep  ninety 
horses  there  all  the  time. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  sir;  they  keep  ninety 
horses  there  all  the  time,  and  yet  the  young  men 
cannot  be  brought  out  in  the  snow  and  trained, 
and  they  are  not  to  learn  anything.  Train  them 
on  the  plan  of  the  hippodrome,  and  what  is  the 
consequence .'  When  you  put  them  in  snow  to 
encounter  the  enemy,  they  would  be  defeated;  they 
would  be  unfit  to  meet  the  foe  in  battle.  We  have 
illustrations  on  that  subject.  They  are  to  be 
abun<ianily  found  in  history;  and  even  the  French 
cavalry  could  not  stand  before  the  British  cavalry 
tU  W^alerloo,  though  they  were  trained  in  a  house 
of  the  sort  indicated, 

Mr.  BISSELL.  And  the  British  have  them  of 
the  same  kind  exactly. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Perhaps  the  finest  cavalry  in 
the  world  was  that  which  revolutionary  history  ; 
t.j|ls  us  existed  here.  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  cavalry  of  Tarleton,  educated  in  a  house  of 
this  sort,  could  stand  before  that  of  Washington 
and  Lee  ? 

I  think  that  this  is  only  one  of  the  fancies,  the 
thick-coming  fancies  of  the  day.  Nobody  can  do 
things  as  their  ancestors  did  them.  They  do  not 
only  fear  the  peltings  of  the  pitiless  storm,  but  the 
scorching  sunbeams  of  heaven.  That  is  It;  and 
they  will  want  to  perform  in  the  shade  ns  they 
now  want  to  perform  with  a  view  to  escape  the 
showers  of  heaven.  The  whole  doctrine  is  wrong; 
and  I  do  hope,  for  the  honor  of  the  soldiery  of 
this  country,  that  there  will  be  no  additional  lux- 
urinusness  in  appropriations  for  them. 

But  I  differ  with  the  gentleman,  in  saying  that 
the  recent  experieirceof  the  Mexican  war  has  had 
the  slightest  tendency  to  revive  the  reputation  of 
this  institution.  I  would  say  that  the  history  of 
the  Mexican  war  is  calculated — well  calculated — 
to  establish  the  great  and  preeminent  fact  that  we 
are  able  to  do  without  military  schools,  except  such 
as  are  provided  by  the  enterprise  of  the  country. 
]  appeal  to  the  gentleman,  and  ask  him  who  were 
more  efficient  in  the  public  service  than  the  volun- 
teer regiments  of  the  northwest  and  southwest.' 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wish  the  committee  would 
allow  me  a  single  word  of  reply. 

[Cries  all  over  the  Hall  "Consent!"  "Hear 
him!"] 


Mr.  BISSELL.  I  will,  with  the  unanimous 
consent  of  thecommittee,  withdraw  theamendment 
pending. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  amendment 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  move  a  pro /ormo  amend- 
ment. I  will  answer,  at  the  outset,  the  pointed 
queries  put  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
Nobody  is  prouder  than  I  nm  of  the  gallant  and 
glorious  services  rendered  by  your  volunteers — 
volunteers  untaught,  except  such  teaching  as  they 
received  after  they  reached  Mexico,  in  a  war  with 
that  Republic.  I  accord  to  them  the  highest  praise. 
At  the  same  time,  I  declare  my  positive  convic- 
tion that  but  for  the  science  and  skill  drawn  from 
the  institution  at  West  Point,  our  army  would 
have  been  driven  in  disgrace  from  Mexico,  in 
less  than  six  months  after  they  had  entered  it. 
What  would  have  become  of  all  your  battles  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question.' 

Mr.  BISSELL.     Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  is  this:  Whether  it  was  West 
Point  science  or  untrained  valor  that  gained  the 
field  at  Buenn  Vista? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Without  the  science  and  skill 
drawn  from  that  institution,  as  I  before  remarked, 
the  battle  would  have  been  lost  to  tlie  Americans 
in  thirty  minutes. 

[Several  Members.  "  Undoubtedly, "and  "That 
is  true."] 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Now,  let  me  go  further  and 
say,  that  without  the  gnllantry  displayed  by  the 
volunteers  on  that  occasion,  which  has  never  been 
surpassed  on  earth,  odded  to  the  skill  of  the  artil- 
lery, the  battle  would  have  been  lost  in  half  an 
hour.  Neither  could  have  succeeded  without  the 
other. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  one 
other  question,  with  his  permission. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  will  hear  the  gentleman's 
question. 

Mr.  JONES.  Does  the  gentleman  think  that 
science,  without  the  volunteers,  but  with  an  equal 
number  of  regular  troops,  would  have  won  that 
battle.' 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say,  nor 
is  it  material  that  I  should  answer  the  question. 
But  I  say  that  without  the  science  of  which  1  have 
spoken,  that  battle  would  not  have  been  won.  I 
also  say  that  without  the  gallant  conduct  of  the 
volunteers, it  would  not  have  been  won.  Without 
the  regular  troops,  but  with  an  additional  number 
of  volunteers  equal  to  the  number  of  regular  troops, 
we  could  not  have  succeeded  without  that  skill 
and  science  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  which 
was  especially  manifested  in  the  serving  of  the 
artillery  there. 

But  what  strange  things  do  we  hear  ?  For 
thirty  years  and  more  your  cadets,  sneered  at  as 
they  have  been,  have  been  riding  in  a  hall. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  I  do  not  sneer  at  science, 
or  at  the  cadets.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  appreciate  science;  but  I  would  not 
effeminate  our  soldiers. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  the  gentleman  speaks 
of  the  cadets  being  effeminated,  and  sneers  at  the 
mode  in  which  they  are  taught  to  ride.  That  its 
what  he  does.  And  yet  they  have  been  taught  to 
ride  in  that  way  for  thirty  years;  and  who  ever 
heard  the  least  complaint  from  the  country,  of 
which  he  speaks,  before.  Thirty  thousand  dollars 
was  formerly  appropriated  for  a  riding  hall;  but 
the  hall  is  found  to  be  too  small,  and  is  filled  with 
columns  and  so  forth,  and  they  want  to  enlarge 
and  improve  it;  and  instead  of  ft30,000,  they  only 
ask  for  $20,000  to  make  it  complete,  so  that  the 
ninety  horses  which  are  kept  at  the  institution ,  a 
great  expense,  mny  be  employed  for  three  or  four 
months  in  the  year  more  than  they  are  now  em- 
ployed. Is  not  that  economy?  If  it  is  not,  in 
what  would  economy  consist? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ?  He  is  occupy- 
ing the  floor  by  the  indulgence  of  the  committee, 
and  therefore  1  shall  not  deprive  him  of  any  of 
his  time. 
Mr.  BISSELL.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 
Mr.  SMITH.  My  question  is  this:  Are  not 
those  ninety  horses  employet^  now  in  the  room 
which  the  gentleman  says  has  always  existed  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Yes,  sir;  but,  as  the  officers 
there  say,  to  very  great  disadvantage. 


Mr.  SMITH.     Oh,  of  course,  they  say  so. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  who  can  say  the  reverse? 
The  officers  at  the  institution  say  those  horses  are 
employed  at  a  disadvantage.  "  Oh,  yes, "says  the 
gentleman;  "they  say  so,  of  course."  Well,  who 
says  otherwise? 

Now,  sir,  we  have  heard  some  strange  things 
during  this  discussion.  For  instance,  that  the 
Czar  of  Russia  does  not  know  how  to  make  hardy 
soldiers.  He,  too,  makes  his  soldiers  effeminate, 
does  he?  The  riding  hall  at  Moscow  is  six  hun- 
dred feet  in  lengthand  two  hundred  feetinbreadth, 
without  a  column  or  pillar  through  the  whole  of 
it.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  did  not  know  how  to 
make  hardy  soldiers  when  he  established  his  three 
riding  halls.  Neither  did  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
know  how  to  make  hordy  soldiers.  Why,  the 
very  troops  that  gentlemen  have  referred  to  were 
taught  their  cavalry  exercises  in  riding  schools. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Benson]  de- 
clares that  it  is  unbecoming  and  q  lite  ridiculous 
for  us  to  undertake  to  copy  foreign  nations  in 
these  things.  Why,  does  he  not  know  that  offi- 
cers have  very  frequently  been  sent  to  Europe  to 
look  into  things  there,  and  see  if  they  could  not 
bring  home  some  valuable  suggestions  in  regard 
to  the  Army? 

Mr.  DEAN.     General  Scott  was  sent. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Yea,  sir;  General  Scott  was 
sent  to  Europe  for  this  purpose,  and  nobody  coni- 
plained  about  it. 

A  Member.     And  General  Wool. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  General  Wool  was  sent,  also, 
and  others  whom  I  might  name.  Those  officers 
found  riding  halls  in  every  country  that  pretended 
to  have  regular  cavalry.  They  came  back  and  so 
reported  here.  This  country  has  always  had  one, 
and  yet  now,  when  a  proposition  is  made  for  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000  to  repair  and  perfect  that 
hall,  we  have  a  discussion  of  the  whole  question — 
the  propriety  of  keepin:;  up  the  institution  at  all,  the 
etfeminateness  of  the  cadets  who  go  there,  and  the 
folly  of  attempting  to  make  hardy  soldiers  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  desire  to  weary  the 
committee,  and  I  hope  this  debate  will  not  be 
protracted  to  any  unreasonable  length;  but  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to  the  gentleman 
who  Inst  addressed  us.  He  referred  to  foreign 
practices,  and  to  the  course  of  similar  instruction 
in  other  countries,  and  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  Hall  have  also  made  the  same  reference. 
I  agree  with  them,  that  we  should  enlighten  our- 
selves, and  draw  instruction  from  whatever  sources 
may  be  within  onr  reach.  I  am  far  from  shut- 
ting my  eyes  to  improvements  abroad,  or  to  light 
from  any  quarter.  I  do  not  understand,  however, 
that  the  instances  to  which  gentlemen  have  refer- 
red are  the  end  of  knowledge  upon  this  subject. 
One  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  Mamelukes  of 
Egypt  could  not  succeed  against  the  French  army 
there,  because  they  were  not  trained  and  educated 
in  cavalry  exercises  in  riding  schools;  and  that, 
for  that  reason,  they  could  not  succeed  against  the 
army  of  Napoleon,  when  it  was  thrown  into  hol- 
low squares.  Let  me  stale  to  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side,  also,  that  the  best  cavalry  of  France, 
the  Old  Guard,  under  the  command  of  Marshal 
Ney,_and  who  were  instructed,  for  aught  I  know, 
in  the  riding  ha^s  of  France,  so  highly  eulogized 
by  the  gentlemen  opposite,  could  make  no  impres- 
sion upon  the  troops  of  Wellington,  when  they 
were  thrown  into  hollow  squares  to  receive  them 
at  the  battle  of  Waieiloo. 

We  have  no  information  that  is  to  guide  us  ab- 
solutely in  these  matters,  without  a  proper  exer- 
cise of  our  own  judgment  and  our  own  senses. 
Gentlemen  disagree  upon  this  question  as  to  the 
propriety  and  uses  of  a  riding  hall.  Upon  one 
side  they  tell  us  that  it  is  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  horses,  so  as  not  to  injure  them;  and,  upon 
the  other,  they  say  it  is  for  the  instruction  of 
the  cadets.  The  colonel,  Lee,  says  that  a  shel- 
tered room  is  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  for  proper 
and  economical  instruction  in  this  course.  Which 
of  these  shall  we  follow?  No  plan,  no  detnileil 
estimatehas  been  communicated  to, or  ever  reached 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  this  com- 
mittee, in  regard  to  this  riding  hall. 

The  gentlemen  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bissell]  tells 
us  that  battles  in  Mexico  would  have  been  lost 
but  tor  the  science  displayed  by  the  officers  who 
had  graduated  at  West  Point.  I  agree  with  him, 
and  1  accord  to  the  graduates  at  West  Point,  in 
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those  bMtlct,  aa  h^fh  ■  phieeon  the  roll  of  fame  as 
the  gemletnen  doe*,  but  I  desire  him  to  remember 
that  all  the  science  from  West  Point  displayed  in 
the  battles  of  Mexico,  so  far  as  the  movements 
and  operations  of  the  earalrjr  was  concerned ,  was 
taught  in  the  present  riding  hall,  in  "  the  old 
■hed"at  Weat'Point,  for  no  spproprialiona  for 
this  new  enterprise  had  then  been  made.  It  was 
capable  then  to  turn  oat  effietent  men,  and  I  believe 
it  IS  still.  I  have  nerer  tisited  the  preaem  hall; 
I  soppoae  it  to  km  a  tolerably  good  one.  I  am 
not  sore  but  it  is  coeval  with  cavalry  instructions 
in  that  institution.  I  am  not  aware  it  is  out  of 
repair.  Some  of  it,  I  know,  is  of  indestructible 
materials,  for  we  are  told  here  thst  the  lives  ftnd 
limbs  of  the  cadets  are  endangered  by  a  liability 
to  run  against  the  iron  posu  that  sustain  It. 

But  1  will  not  detain  the  committee  with  ex- 
tended remarks;  and  I  only  desired  to  make  these 
suggestions,  nst  because  they  are  to  bare  any  in- 
fluence one  way  or  the  other,  -but  because  I  feared 
that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  HHnois, 
if  nothing  was  said  in  reply,  would  conclude  the 
recommendations  of  the  oommiMee  who  reported 
back  this  bill.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  Say,  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not  intend 
or  desire  to  pettifog  or  urge  this  measure  upon 
the  House.  They  wished  that  this  committee 
«nd  the  House  should  have  all  the  facts  hefore 
them,  and  then  make  such  disposition  of  the  mat- 
ter as  the  good  judgment  of  the  House  should 
lead  it  to,  without  any  regard  to  the  opinions  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  their 
recoiQmendation.  I  hope  the  vote  will  now  be 
taken. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  coAmittee  rise. 

The  question  wa«  then  taken;  and  the  commit- 
tee refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question 'bow  recurs 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissbll.I 

The  question  was  tbsn  taken ;  luid  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment  ap- 
propriating |90,000  for  a  cavalry  exercise  ball. 

Mr.  KERR  called  for  ullers;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  Messrs.  McNaik  and  Vail  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  LETCH  BR.  It  is  manifest  that  there  is 
no  quorum  present,  and  I  object  to  doing  business 
without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  There  is  evidently 
•  qaorum  present,  and  I  hope  we  shall  go  on.  It 
is  too  early  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  fact  can  be  ueertained 
by  counting  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  wouldappcMT  thatthere 
is  a  qoomm  present.  The  question  is  upon  con- 
curring in  the  Senate's  amendment.  Upon  that 
question  tellers  have  been  ordered.  The  tellers 
will  take  their  places. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  45,  noes  56;  no  quorum  voting. 

[Cries  of  "  Call  the  roll !"  "  Call  the  roll  l"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  ascertain 
by  counting  the  House  whether  there  is«  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  m»vs  thyt  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  cannot  make 
that  motion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  first  as- 
certain whether  there  be  a  quorum  in  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.of Illinois.  If wecannot 
rise  and  adjourn  without  a  quorum,  we  should 
have  -to  sit  here  all  night. '  I  ask  that  the  question 
be  put  on  the  motion  that  the  committee  nse. 

The  CU  Al  RMAN.  There  is  no  quorum  pres- 
ent, and  the  Chair  cannot  entertain  the  motion. 

Mn  LETCHER.     I  desire  to  underetand  this 

riint.  If  I  understand  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
shall  take  an  appeal. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  cannot  take  an 
appeal.  The  rule  requires  that  the  roll  shall  be 
called  whenever  the  committee  finds  itself  without 
a  quorum;  and  no  motion  can  be  entertained  until 
it  has  been  called. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise 
cannot  be  entertained  when  there  is  not  a  quorum 
present >    - 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tin  Cbair  dseides  that  no 


motion  can  he  entertained  when  the  committee 
finds  iiaelf  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair.  We  might  be  kept  here  a 
week,  if  that  decision  were  to  prevail. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  rise  toaqueslion  of  order.  The 
mle  prescribes  that  when  the'oommittee  shall  find 
itself  without  a  quortim  the  roll  shall  foe  called, 
and  the  facts  stated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  caU  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  am  stotinga  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CLiNOMAN.  The  gentleman  is  discuss- 
ing his  question.  No  debate  is  in  order,  and  I 
submit  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessss  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  not  debating  the  auestion. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair;  and  the  point  of  order  I 
I  make  is,  that  no  appeal  can  be  entertained. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  coU  the  genUeman  to 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
DO  motion  is  in  order;  and  the  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  appeal  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  JONES.  1  again  raise  the  question  of  or- 
der that  no  appeal  can  be  taken.  The  Chair  has 
decided  that  there  is  no  quorum  present,  and  leas 
than  a  quorum  cannot  decide  a  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  so  deci- 
ded; and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  insist  upon  my  appeal. 
The  motion  that  the  committee  nse  is  always  in 
order,  whether  there  is  a  quorum  present  or  not.  I 
insist  that  the  committee  shall  decide  the  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  recog- 
nize no  such  appeal  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  But  suppose  a  quorum  of 
members  do  not  make  their  appearance,  how  am 
I  to  have  my  appeal  decided?  Am  1  to  wait  here 
a  week  for  them  to  come? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  Clerk  then  called  the  roll,  and  the  names  of 
the  absentees  were  noted. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  cbair,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Jomci,  of 
Newv  York)  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  accord- 
ing to  onier,  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly  tlieMilitary  Academy 
bill,  with  the  Senate  amendments  .thereto,  and 
having  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  had  caused 
the  roll  to  be  called,  and  the  names  of  the  absen- 
tees to  be  noted,  and  had  directed  him  to  report 
the  facta  to  the  House,  with  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees, as  follows: 

Menn.  Abererorabie,  James  C.  Allen,  Willta  Allen, 
Ashe,  Thomw  H.  Bayly,  Bany,  Bell,  Benneu,  Benioii, 
BliM,  Bocock,  Breckinridfe,  Brook*,  Campbell,  Ceruihera, 
Cbambcrlain,  Cbsse,  ulitaiain.Couk,  Cnrwin,  l;ui,  Craige, 
OummiiifiCanle,  CaMng,  De  Wilt,  Dick,  Duney,  Dowdell, 
Dram,  iTunbar,  Dunham,  Eulmtn,  Tbciinu  D.  Elioi, 
EUierldfe,  Everhart,  Ewing,  Faulkner,  Fentoii.  Flngler, 
Florence,  Franklin,  Pullet,  Oamble,  Goode,  Goodricb, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Wiley  P. 
Harrl«,  Hendrieki,  HIMiaid,  Hill,  HUlyer,  Houuon,  Initer- 
tnll,  Johnion,  Keiu,  Kidwell,  Kurti,  Lamb,  Lane,  Liihui, 
Lyon,McCulloch,MacdonaId,  McMiillln,McQaeen,  Mace, 
Macy,  Matiefon,  Maurice,  Maxwell,  May,  Mayall,  Meacli 
*ia,  John  6.  Miller,  Millaon,  Morgan, Morrison,  Niebola, 
Nohle,  Nonnn,  Old«,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Peek,  Panuinglon,  Biabop  Perkina,  John  Perkina, 
Phillipa,  Powell,  Preilon,  Ready,  He«M,  Richardaon,  Rid- 
dle, Rowe,  Runell,  Babin,  Sage,  Scvdder,  Bewnrd,  Shan- 
non, Shaw,  Sinimona,  Singleton,  OerrtI  Smith,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  K.  Smith,  Sollera,  Fraderick  P.  Smnion, 
Alexander  U.  Siepbena,  Siraub,  Andrew  Smart,  David 
Stuart,  Trout,  Tweed,  Walker,  Walah.  Warren,  Israel 
Wanhbum,  Walla,  John  Weniworih,  Weatbrook,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wiigbt,  and  Zollieaffer. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  107  membeis 
(less  than  a  quorum)  had  answered  to  ihelrnamcs. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  m«vs  that  the  Houae  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  desire  to  makes  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Billa,  if  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion  for  that  purpoae. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  not  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  question  waa  put;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to;  and  . 

Thereupon  (at  fifteen  minutes  before  four 
o'clock)  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  n. 


IN  SENATE. 

WcDHxaDAT,  ^pril  19,  18^. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbokh.         0 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Portage,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  as- 
senting to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland 
incorporating  said  company;  and  also  the  passage 
of  an  act  incorporating  said  company  witbin  the 
Dialrict  of  Columbia,  with  authority  to  extend  and 
construct  said  road  from  its  terminus  in  George- 
town throush  said  town  and  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, to  theaep6tof  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  the  navy-  > 
vard  and  Potomac  river;  and  a  donation  of  public 
land,  or  an  appropriation  of  money,  to  aid  in  its 
construction ;  which  4^s  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
'  Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  George 
W.  Li'ppitt,  United  States  consul  at  Vienna,  pray- 
ing compensation  fog  diplomatic  services;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tione. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  twelve  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonetrating  against 
the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  fytition  of  steamboat  inspectors,  engine 
builders,  and  others,  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, representing  the  importance  of  Evans's 
safety  guard  for  preventing  the  explosion  of  sieam- 
boilers,  and  praying  the  purchase  of  the  patent 
right,  or  the  adoption  of  some  other  means  of 
making  the  same  free  to  the  public;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania, prayii^  that  the  duty  on  salt  may  not 
be  abolished ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.     • 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  S.  Kite,  prayiii|r 
the  extension  of  his  patent  for  an  improvement  in 
the  constroctton  of  railroad  cars;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  custom-house  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  near  the  town  of  El  Paso,  either 
within  the  limits  of  New  Mexico  or  the  Slate  of 
Texas.  The  petitioners  stau,  that  ajust  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  New  Mexico,  in 
their  commercial  relations  with  the  Republic  of 
Mexico,  requires  the  establishment  of  a  custom- 
house, as  above  described,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  regulations  of  the  tariff  of  Mexico,  the  duties 
imposed  by  which  have  effected  an  enure  prohibi- 
tion of  the  introduction  of  all  classea  of  goods. 
The  petitioners  state  further,  that  as  the  matter 
now  stands,  the  commerce  of  New  Mexico  and 
the  United  States,  by  way  of  Missouri,  is  entirely 
prohibited  by  the  onerous  duties  levied  at  the 
frontier  cusloiii-honse  of  El  Paso;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  citizens  of  Mexico  introduce  into 
New  Mexico,  free  of  duty,  all  their  products, 
manufactures,  and  imporu,  and  by  .their  competi- 
tion, exclude  from  the  market  the  products  and 
manufactures  of  their  own  country.  The  petiUon- 
ers  also  suggest  that,  geographically  conaidered, 
the  place  called  Frontera,  about  eight  miles  north 
of  £l  Paso,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  in  the  State  of 
Texas,  would  be  the  most  suitable  point  for  a 
cuslom-houae;  that  point  commanding  all  the  now 
traveled  passes  to  and  from  the  town  of  El  Paso. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

ROBERT  C.  THOMPSON. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thsaihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  C.  Thonp- 
BOn,  together  with  the  report  aeeiHnpanyinf  it,  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Rerolulianary  Ciaima. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  John  R.  JelTerson  and 
Jamea  H.  Jenkina  be  withdrawn  from  the  file*  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  referred  lo  the  Oommlilee  oa  the  Post  Odioe  and 
Foat  Boada. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  wiis 

Orilcrtd.  Tlini  ilic  pi'iiiloii  (if  J.  s.  Gilwon  be  wiibdritrn 
fiom  llie  Hies  of  ihe  Senate,  nrid  refurtcd  lo  llic  Columillee 
Oft  Ihe  Post  Office  and  Pusl  Koa(fB. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr:  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
■iona,  to  whom  were  referred  tlie  petitions  of  Har- 
riet A.  Wilcox  and  Elizabeth  A.  W.  Gibson, 
praying  to  be  allowed  pensions,  submitted  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon;  which  waa  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  petitions  praying  relief  for 
persons  disabled  by  captivity  in  the  Dartmoor 
and  other  prisons  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  were  referred  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  repeal  of  the  tonnage  duties  on  Spanish 
vessels,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  their  further 
consideralion,  on  the  ground  that  the  committee 
hud  already  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WADE, from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  papers  in  the 
case  of  William  Darby,  praying  remuneration  for 
the  lime  and  money  spent  by  him  in  the  survey 
of  the  Sabine  river,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKkan,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  fol- 
lowing enrolled  bills: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Guzman,  of  Louisiana; 

llill  for  the  establishment  of  n  land  office  in  the 
Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan: 

Which  were  signed  by  the  Presidekt  pro  tem- 
pore. 

FACILITIES  IN  UNLOADING  CARGOES. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
prevent  unneces-wry  delays  in  the  unloading  of 
cargoes  arriving  from  foreign  ports,  have  directed 
me  to  report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
with  an  amendment.  As  this  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable public  importance,  as  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  is  recommended  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  as  there  can  be  no  serious  objection  to 
the  bill,  I  ask  that  it  be  now  taken  up.  The 
object  is  simply  to  dispense,  where  the  owner 
requires  it,  with  the  delay  of  five  days  in  unload- 
ing cargoes  arriving  by  steamships. 

There  being  no  objection,  ^he  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  inCohimitiee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  the  following: 

Ttial  whenever  merchandise  shall  hereaOur  be  Imported 
Into  any  port  of  the  United  amies  from  any  fnrei'n  cnunlry 
In  vi!ii»cl«  propelled  in  whole  or  in  [Mrl  hy  stcnni,  and  il 
•hall  appear  by  iha  billa  of  lading  thai  ihe  nierchandiBe  so 
imported  in  lo  be  delivered  iniini-dialely  after  the  entry  of 
Ihe  ve«il,  it  shall  be  lawfnl  for  the  eolleolor  at  mioh  port  In 
lake  posees^inn  of  such  merchandino  ami  de|>o«il  Uie  same 
ill  boud.d  warehouse.  But  whenever  il  shall  nol  appear 
by  the  tiills  of  lading  thai  the  mereliandise  imported,  as 
afnreniid,  is  to  be  immediately  delivered,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  Uie  rollector  of  the  customs  lo  take  possession  of  the 
■aroe  and  deposit  il  In  bonded  warehouse  at  the  rei|uest  of 
the  owner,  master,  or  consignee  of  the  vessel,  on  three 
days'  notice  lo  snch  collector  after  the  enlry  of  the  vessel. 
And  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  Inconsislent  with  the  fore- 
goUig  provision  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  letter,  recommending  this  substitute  in 
these  words: 

Trcasoby  Department,  Jlpril  11, 1854. 

Sir  :  r  have  the  honor  to  return  hercwilh  the  bill  and 
other  papers  inclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  l.^tli  ultimo,  in- 
tended lo  prevent  unnecessary  delay  in  the  unlading  of  im- 
ports from  vessels  from  foreign  ports. 

I  inclr)se,  also,  a  dralt  of  a  bill  which,  in  my  .opinion,  is 
calculated  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  which  is 
respectfully  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  the  draft  in- 
closed in  your  letter. 

You  will  perceive  that  its  operation  is  confined  to  stcam- 
ves.sels,  as  it  is  understood  that  the  ditriculties  and  delays 
complained  of,  are  mainly  in  reference  to  that  description 
of  vessels  employed  as  regular  and  established  lines  for  the 
Iransportalicm  of  merchandise  and  passengers  belwecn 
pons  of  Kurope  and  the  United  .States. 

To  make  the  provisions  of  the  hill  applicable  to  all  vessels. 
Would  io  increase  the  business  of  the  customs  aa  to  require 


Bvery  considerable  addition  to  the  force  now  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  collectors,  lo  superintend  the  delivery  and  storing  of 
imports. 

For  the  fore|!olng  reasons,  it  has  been  thought  best  to 
limit  Ihe  operation  of  the  bill  lo  sleam-vessels. 

Il  is  nol  deemed  necessary  lo  insert  any  special  provision 
in  the  bill,  in  regard   to  the  lien   for  freight.     It  is  Uuiught 
best  to  leave  il  under  the  operation  of  existing  laws. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 
JAMKSGUTHRre, 

Secrftary  of  (Ac  Treiaitry. 
Uon.  H.  Hamlin,  Chairman  VommilUe  on  Commerce^ 
UtiUcd  Slutci  Senate. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

clerks'  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Fornet,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  House  had  passed  the  bill  of 
the  Senate,  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  June,  1854,  and  for  other  purposes,  with 
two  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  move  that  the  Senate  take  up 
the  message  with  the  view  of  moving,  as  1  have 
authority  lo  do,  to  concur  in  the  amendinenu  of 
the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendments. 

Thefir.st  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  and  all  vacancies  in  any  of  the 
classes  named  in  said  section  mentioned  shall  be 
filled  by  promotion  from  the  class  next  below." 

The  second  amendment  was  to  add,  at  the  end 
of  the  bill,  the  following  proviso: 

"  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued AS  making  an  appropriation  for  any  period  beyond 
the  ;«)lhorjune,  1854." 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  first  amendment  relates  to 
the  filling  of  vacancies;  the  second  only  limits  the 
provision  contained  in  the  acl  to  the  present  fiscal 
year,  which  was  intended  by  the  Senate  anyhow. 
As  the  amendments  are  not  important,  1  move 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  them. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

PRACTICAL  ANAESTHESIA. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  am  desirous  of  asking  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  this  morning  to  Senate  bill 
No.  210,  to  recompense  the  discoverer  of  practi- 
cal anaesthesia.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  its  consideralion. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  hope  that  bill  will  not  be 
taken  up  this  morning.  It  requires  some  inves- 
tigation. I  have  not  yet  given  it  that  examina- 
tion which  I  should  desire  to  do.  It  is,  I  believe, 
considered  a  private  bill,  and  I  did  nol  anticipate 
that  it  woula  be  called  up  this  morning;  and, 
therefore,  I  am  not  prepared  to  present  my  views 
upon  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  did  not  distinctly  hear  the 
Senator's  objection.  This  is  a  bill  which  passed 
the  Senate  last  year;  and  it  is  very  much  desired 
by  the  parties  interested  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon  at  an  early  day.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  cannot  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. I  had  no  idea  that  the  bill  would  be  called 
up  this  morning.  If  I  have  the  right,  I  object, 
therefore,  to  its  being  taken  up  out  of  its  order. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  I  suppose,  is  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  majority  of  the  Senate.  I  hope  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  the  motion,  and  that  the  bill 
will  be  taken  up.  It  is  a  subject  which  has  been 
long  before  the  Senate;  and  I  think  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  has  not  yet  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  it,  or  Jie  would  not  object  to  it.  The  bill 
has  been  as  thoroughly  investigated  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  as  any  other  which  has  been 
before  them  for  a  number  of  years.  I  presume  the 
Senate  are  prepared  to  vote  upon  it;  and  I  should 
hope  very  much  that  we  might  now  get  a  vote 
upon  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  to 
insert  the   names  of   William   T.   G.   Morton, 


Charles  T.  Jackson,  and  Horace  Wells,  as  the 
probable  discoverers;  and  to  fill  a  blank  in  the  bill, 
relative  to  the  amount  to  be  paid,  with  $100,000. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  agreed 
to. 

The  bill ,  as  amended ,  recites  that  a  discovery  hss 
been  made,  and  is  now  in  practice,  whereby  the 
human  body  can  be  rendered  safely  insensible  to 
pain  in  dental,  surgical,  and  obstetrical  operations, 
by  the  use  of  what  are  commonly  called  ana:s- 
thelic  agents,  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  dis- 
covery, in  the  military  and  naval  service;  and  that 
I  it  is  believed  that  the  discovery  was  made  by  some 
one  of  the  following  persons:  William  T.  G. 
Morion,  Charles  T.  Jackson,  each  of  Boston,  and 
Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford, deceased;  but  it  does 
not  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress,  which 
of  those  parlies  was  the  original,  triie,  and  first 
discoverer  thereof;  and  as  Congress  is  willing  to 
provide  a  recompense  for  such  discovery  when  as- 
certained, it  proposes  to  appropriate  $100,000,  to 
be  paid  by  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  as  a 
recompense  for  the  discovery,  and  the  use  and 
benefit  thereof  by  the  Government  and  peojile  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  to  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  northern  district  of  New 
York,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  to  file  in  the  circuit  court  of  ine  Uni- 
ted States  for  that  district,  sitting  in  equity,  a  bill 
of  interpleader,  wherein,  reciting  the  act,  or  its 
sjfcsiance,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  tru»- 
teeof  the  sum  appropriated,  shall  be  complainant, 
and  William  T.  G.  Morton,  Charles  T.  Jackson, 
and  the  personal  representative  or  representatives 
of  Horace  Wells,  and  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons who  may  make  application  to  the  court  for 
that  purpose,  shall  be  defendants;  of  which  bill 
those  parties  shall  take  notice,  and  may  appear,  and 
answer,  and  make  proofs;  and  the  circuit  court  is  to 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  it  is  to  be  tried 
according  lo  the  practiceofthe  court,  in  equity  cases; 
and  the  issue  is  to  be,  which  one  of  the  ponies 
named  was  the  original,  true,  and  first  discoverer  of 
the  discovery;  and  by  final  decree  in  such  case,  the 
court  is  to  decide  that  issue,  and  direct  ttiat  the 
sum  of  §100,00(1,  without  any  costs,  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  party  who  shall  be  found  to  have  been  such 
discoverer,  or  to  his  personal  representative  or 
representatives  or  assignee.  But  if  one  or  more 
of  the  defendanta  shall  conceive  himself  or  thetn- 
selves  to  be  aggrieved  by  the  decree,  he  or  they 
may,  within  twenty  days  after  the  making  of  the 
decree,  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  payment  of  the  sum  shall  be  sus- 

Cendetl  until  final  disposition  be  made  of  the  case 
y  that  court;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  either  of 
the  defendants  holds  a  patent  for  the  discovery,  or 
the  means  of  applying  it,  which,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  circuit  court,  is  valid,  it  is  to  be  the  duly  of 
that  court  to  certify  the  fact  lo  the  Secretary,  who 
is  thereupon  to  withhold  from  thai  defendant  the 
sum  appropriated,  should  il  be  decreed  to  him  by 
the  final  decree,  until  he  shall  have  executed,  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  an  instrument  in  writing  sur- 
rendering the  patent,  and  granting  the  free  use  of 
the  discovery,  and  tlie  means  of  using  or  apply- 
ing it,  to  theGovernment  and  people  of  the  United 
Stales;  which  instrument  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
Patent  Office,  and  entered  on  the  records  thereof. 
Before  the  sum  of  $100,000  shall  be  paid  lo  either 
of  the  parties  named,  he  is  to  nMke  oath  in  due 
form  of  law  that  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  collu- 
sion with  either  of  the  other  parties  named,  in  any 
way  whatever. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  wish  to  move  a  further 
amendment,  in  the  second  section,  to  strike  out 
the  words  "or  assignee,"  in  the  provision  direct- 
ing the  payment  of  the  amount  to  the  discoverer, 
or  to  his  personal  representatives  or  assignee.  In 
the  early  stage  of  this  discovery,  when  two  of  the 
persons  named.  Dr.  Morion  and  Dr.  Jackson, 
were  in  connection  with  each -other  as  partners, 
Dr.  Jackson  made  an  assignment  of  his  interest 
in  it  lo  Dr.  Morton,  for  a  small  consideration, 
The  state  of  things  is  now  entirely  changed;  the 
relations  of  the  parties  to  the  subject  and  to  each 
other  are  changed;  and  neither  of  them  wishes  lo 
take  any  advantage,  or  to  make  any  use  of  the  as- 
signment; and  at  the  joint  suggestion  and  request 
of  both  of  them,  I  am  desirous  that  the  bill  shall 
be  so  amended  as  to  strike  out  these  words,  in 
order  that  when  a  decision  is  made  by  the  Su'. 
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prem«  Court,  the  bepefit  ahall  accrue  to  the  indi- 
vidual who  shall  be  adjudged  to bethe diacoverer, 
and  that  this  old  assignment,  which  was  made  in 
a  very  earl]r  stage  of  the  history  of  the  discovery, 
and  which  does  not  apply  at  all  to  the  existing 
state  of  the  case,  shall  pot  interfere  with  the  de- 
cision which  the  court  mav  make.  I  mov*  the 
amendment  at  the  request  of  both  the  parties  prin- 
eipalljr  interested,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  regret  that  I  failed  this 
morning  to  bring  up  some  papers  connected  with 
this  subject.  1  wish  now  to  ask  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, in  order  that  I  may  produce  those  pa- 
?er8.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  letter  from  Dr. 
ackson,  and  one  from  Dr.  Long,  of  Athens,  in 
the  State  of  Qeorgia,  on  this  subject.  Dr.  Long 
is  a  very  young  man,  buthesommenced  his  prac- 
tice as  early,  I  think,  as  the  year  1843,  and  has, 
therefore,  been  over  ten  years  in  the  profession. 
The  evidence  which  I  have  will,  I  think,  establish 
the  fact  beyond  controversy,  that  this  young  man 
applied  this  discovery  in  the  same  form  in  which 
it  is  said  tt>  have  been  applied  by  one  of  the  three 
individuals  mentioned.  I  have  forgotten  his  given 
name,  or  I  would  propose  to  insert  it  in  the  proper 
place.  

Mr.  EVERETT.  It  is  provided  for  by  the 
general  provision  allowing  all  persons  to  come  in. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     I  know  that,  but  I  wish  Dr. 

Long  to  stand  among  the  four  named  in  theVill 

as  one  of  the  individuals  who,  in  all  probability, 

made  the  first  discovery.   Perhaps  it  would  be  suf- 

.'  ficientto  put  in  "Dr.  Long.of  Athens, Georgia." 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  that  I  heard  of  this  gentleman,  and 
procured  of  Mr.  Hilltcr,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, his  name,  and  I  thought  I  had  it  in 
my  pocket,  but  I  have  lost  it.  The  terms  of  the 
bill,  however,  are  broad  enough  to  embrace  bira. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  But  I  wish  to  have  him  dis- 
tinctly mentioned  in  both  sections.  I  move,  there- 
Yore,  to  insert  the  name  of  "  Dr.  Long,  of  Athens, 
Georgia,"  in  every  place  in  the  bill,  where  the 
names  of  Dr.  Jackson  and  Dr.  Morion  occur. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  desire  either  to  make  a  simi- 
lar amendment,  or  to  ask  that  the  bill  shall  be  laid 
over  until  to-morrow.  I  have  no  doubt  myself 
that  another  gentleman  than  any  of  those  who 
have  been  named,  is  the  discoverer  of  this  reme- 
dial agent,  whatever  it  may  be.  I  am  satisfied 
that  I  can  show  to  the  Senate,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  Doctor  Samuel  Guthrie,  of  New  York,  made 
this  discovery  as  early  as  1831.  He  is  now  dead, 
but  his  heirs  are  living;  and  they  have  had  a  cor- 
respondence with  me  this  winter  on  the  subject. 
I  have  their  letter,  and  the  references  which  they 
make  to  authorities  acknowledging  him  to  be  the 
discoverer;  and  this  acknowledgment  is  from  New , 
England.  I  ask  then  that  "  the  heirs  of  Doctor 
Samuel  Guthrie,  of  New  Vork,"  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  EVERETT.    I  have  no  objection. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  an  amendment,  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  appended  to  this  bill,  to  carrjr 
out  its  onsets.  The  latter  part  provides,  that  if 
it  shall  appear  that  any  of  these  persons  claiming 
the  discovery  nas  a  patent,  and  if  the  court  shall 
decree  the  sum  appropriated  to  belong  to  him,  it 
■hall  not  be  -paid  to  him  until  he  surrenders  his 
patent.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  this  bill 
proposes  to  try  the  validity  of  his  patent;  and,  as 
a  matter  of  courage,  if  the  court  should  determine 
to  pay  this  money  to  any  other  person.  It  would 
determine  the  question  of  priority  of  discovery — 
the  very  foundation  of  the  patent.  Hence,  I  sub- 
mit that  the  bill  should  further  provide,  that  if  the 
decree  should  be  in  favorof  any  other  person  than 
the  patentee,  the  patent  should  be  thereby  an- 
nulled. 

Mr.  EVERETT.    I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  move  to  amend  th; 
bill  by  adding: 

Provided,/urther,  That  if  Itie  decree  shall  be  In  favor  of 

-  any  party  other  than  the  one  holding  a  patent  for  the  said 

dlKOvery,  it  ahall  be  the  iatf  of  the  aaid  court  to  decree 

fiirther,  that  anjr  patent  aqjield  by  any  party  to  Ibe  proceed- 

in(a  iball  be  null  and  void. 

The  amendment  "was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  RUSK.  It  has  just  been  suggested  to  me 
that  Dr.  J.  G.  Dickinson  claims  to  have  made  this 
discovery;  I  move,  therefore,  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  his  name. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  have  no  objection  to  that, 
though  there  is  a  general  clause  which  covers  all 
the  claimants. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in: 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is,  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time.'" 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
much  of  the  merits  of  the  alleged  discovery,  but  I 
cannot  for  my  life  see  any  earthly  jurisdiction  in 
the  Senate  either  to  pass  upon  its  merits,  or  to 
compensate  the  allegM  discoverer.  1  recollect  a 
discussion  which  took  place  upon  it  heretofore, 
when  some  gentlemen  entertained  difierent  opin- 
ions from  those  which  I  entertain;  but  I  should 
regret  that  it  should  pass  into  a  precedent,  with- 
out its  appearing  upon  the  record  how  the  vote 
stood;  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  will 
indulge  me  with  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Since  the  yeasnnd  nays  are  to 
be  called  upon  this  proposition,  and  I  am  to  be 
required  to  record  my  name,  as  1  shall  do,  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  wish  to  say,  in  a  single 
word,  why  I  do  so.  That  the  Government  has 
the  light  to  pay  for  the  use  of  patents,  or  for  the 
use  of  things  which  have  been  patented  under  the 
authority  of  law,  is  e8ial)|ishea,  as  far  as  we  can 
establish  it,  by  precedent;  tini  I  risk  nothing  in 
saying,  that  in  more  than  fifty  cases  has  the  Gov- 
ernment paid  for  the  use  of  patents.  We  paid  Mr. 
Colt,  Dr.  Maynard,  of  tnis  city,  and  various 
others,  for  the  use  of  patents.  There  are  many 
such  cases,  which  I  have  not  now  in  my  mintf, 
but  which  can  be  established  by  reference  to  the 
records. 

In  this  case,  after  a  careful  investigation^of  all 
the  facts  in  reference  to  it,  I  state  it  to  be  true, 
that  the  Government  has  for  years  used  this  patent 
without  paying  to  the  patentee  one  solitary  six- 
pence. In  air  your  hospitals,  on  board  of  all 
your  men-of-war,  habitually  during  the  late  war 
with  Mexico,  and  wherever  your  Army  and  your 
Navy  surgeons  are  located,  this  discovery  has 
been  used  without  the  Government  paying  or 
pretending  to  pay,  in  any  manner,  shape, or  form, 
anything  to  the  patentee.  That  being  true,  I 
hold,  that  according  to  precedent,  you  are  bound 
to  pay,  and  b^  the  facta  of  this  particular  case, 
you  are  especially  bound  to  compensate  the  pat- 
entee for  the  use  of  his  discovery. 

That  the  importance  of  the  discovery  may  be 
known,  as  it  stands  in  my  mind,  I  will  simply  re- 
mark that  for  more  than  two  thousand  years  the 
world  has  been  in  search  of  this  discovery.  At 
last  it  has  been  made.  It  is  the  most  important 
boon,  I  think,  which  has  been  given  to  mankind 
for  many  centuries.  When  the  Government  has 
taken  possession  of  it,  and  is  using  it  without  pay, 
without  compensation,  and  without  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  patentee,  its  acknowledged  discov- 
erer, I  think  we  ought  to  pay  for  it.  I  do  not  de- 
aire  to  detain  t  he  Senate.  I  rose  merely  to  put  upon 
the  record  some  justification  of  the  vote  which  I 
intend  to  give. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time,  resulted — yeas  24,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Menra.  Adama,  Bright,  Brown,  Chase,  Cooper, 
Everett,  Fewendelt,  Kiah,  Foot,  Geyer,  Johnion,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Fettii,  Sebastian,  Bcwnrd, 
Shields,  Sumner,  Thompson  of  Kentucky.  Thomson  of 
New  Jersey,  Wade,  Wallier,  Weller.and  Wright— 94. 

NAYS— Meaars.  Allen,  Atchison,  Brodhead,  Clay,  Daw- 
aon.  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Evans,  Fitzpathck,  Hunter, 
Mason,  Rusk,  Slidell,  and  Stuart— 13. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  "  to  grant  a  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  settlers. " 

Mr.  WADE.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
sixth  section,  by  striking  out  after  the  word  *'  in- 
dividual "  to  the  word  "  and.  '  The  words  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  are,  "  a  resident  of  any 
one  of  the  Slates  or.Territories,  and."  The  object 
of  my  amendment  is  to  strike  out  the  limitation 
which  restricts  the  benefita  of  the  bill  to  persona 


who  are  now  residents  of  the  United  States,  and 
prevents  its  operating  in  favor  of  those  who  may 
come  into  the  countnr  after  its  passage.  1  can 
s^  no  good  reason  ror  the  distinction  now  made 
in  the  bill. 

I  am  willing  that  foreigners  who  come  into  this 
country,  and  go  on  to  the  public  lands  and  settle 
there  and  labor  for  five  years,  should  then  have 
the  advantages  of  this  law.  I  am  willing,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  that  the  law  shall  operate  as 
an  inducement  for  such  persons  to  comehereand 
settle  our  public  lands.  The  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment will  be  barely  to  strike  out  this  restriction, 
and  to  make  the  bill  operate  in  favor  of  all  foreign- 
ers who  may  come  in  hereafter,  as  well  as  those 
who  are  now  here.  That  is  the  only  object  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Will  not  the  effect  of  that 
amendment,  in  this  connection,  be  to  confine  the 
benefits  of  the  bill  entirely  to  foreigners  .' 

Mr.  WADE.  No,  sir;  the  first  section  provides 
for  all  who  are  now  residents  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  provided  for  without  this  section,  snd 
this  amendment  will  oitly  strike  out  the  limitation 
to  which  I  have  referred.  Let  the  section  be  read 
as  it  will  stand  if  amende^,  so  as  to  ascertain 
whether  I  am>right  or  ntn. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  section,  if  amended 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  reads: 

"If  any  individual  now  not  a  citizpnofthetrnited  States, 
but  at  the  time  of  making  such  application  for  the  benpAt 
of  this  act,  shall  have  filed  a  declaration  of  intention  as  re- 
quired by  the  naturalixalion  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
shall  become  a  citizen  of  the  same  before  the  Issuance  of 
the  patent,  as  made  and  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  be 
placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  native-tmrn  citizeo 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  cannot,  Mr.  President,  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
Since  I  have  had.the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  I  have 
been  very  anxious  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  lo  re- 
duce the  price  of  the  public  lands.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  a  proper  graduation  of  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  so  as  to  dispose  of  them  at 
their  intrinsic  value,  will  be  worth  a  great  deal 
more  to  the  country  than  what  is  known  aa  the 
homestead  bill.  I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
this  bill  which,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  is  at  last 
but  taxing  one  portion  of  the  people  for  the  ben- 
efit of  another;  taking  money  out  of  the  poeketa 
of  a  portion  of  the  people,  and  placing  it  in  the 
poeketa  of  others  by  legislation.  However  merit- 
orious, and  however  deeply  my  sympathies  may 
be  excited  in  favor  of  the  necessities  of  the^poor, 
I  consider  this  bill  a  violation  of  principle;  a  prin- 
ciple which  I  look  upon  as  almost  vitally  imporb- 
ant  to  the  legislation  of  this  country. 

But,  sir,  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  is,  that  you  shall  not  only  tax  one  portion  of 
the  people  for  the  benefit  of  another,  but  that  you 
ahall  tax  the  native  bom  and  adopted  citizens  of 
this  country  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners;  that  you 
shall  say, by  this  bill,  to  every  man  who  may  reside 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  if  he  will 
come  here,  that  your  citizens  8hal^be  taxed  to  the 
value  ofone  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  a  bounty  - 
of  that  amount  of  land  bestowed  upon  him.  To 
that  I  tun  opposed. 

1  have  no  hostility  againat  foreigners.  My  friend 
fVom  Iowa,  the  other  day,  on  a  collateral  issue,  on 
a  question  which  came  before  the  Senate,  remarked 
that  I  had  deserted  him,  and  those  who  act  with 
him,  on  this  bill.  Sir,  I  am  not  conscious  that  I 
have  ever  favored  the  bill,  or  the  principle  of  the 
bill;  therefore,  I  am  not  a  deserter  from  it.  I  think, 
if  we  will  cast  our  eyes  around  us,  we  shall  see 
that  the  time  has  passed  when  it  is  necessary  to 
hold  out  inducements  to  individuals  to  emigrate  to 
this  country.  My  friend  from  Iowa  said  he  hoped 
the  time  would  never  arrive  when  the  people  of 
this  country  would  cease  to  remember  with  senti- 
ments of  gratitude,  the  claims  of  the  decendants  of 
the  Lafay eties  and  Montgomeries,  and  others  who 
aided  our  fathers  in  the  Revolution.  I  hope  so  too; 
but  times  have  changed.  The  time  has  ceased,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  when  we  should  continue 
to  hold  out  other  and  different  inducements  to  in- 
dividuals to  immigrate  and  become  citizens  of  thia 
country,  than  are  afforded  by  the  character  of  our 
institutions.  I  would  not  change  the  policy  of 
this  Government,  and  refuse  to  hold  out  iodace- 
ments  such  as  we  have  heretofore  held  out  to  for- 
eigners. I  desire  to  see  this  country  continue  to  be 
a  noms  and  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  all 


Digitized  by 


google 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


THE  OFFICIAL  PROCEEDINGS  OF  CONGRESS,  PUBLISHED  BY  JOHN  C.  RIVES,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


33d  Comgress,  1st  Session. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  20,  1854. 


New  Series No.  GO. 


nalions.  1  desire,  whenever  a  foreigner  sets  his 
foot  upon  our  soil,  to  have  thrown  over  him  the 
panoply  of  our  free  institutions,  to  protect  him  in 
iiis  person,  his  properly,  in  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness, and  an  unbounded  liberty  of  conscience;  and 
with  that,  from  this  day  forth,  I  will  stop.  To 
every  man  who  has  come  her*  under  existing 
lows,  I  would  e'xtend  all  the  rights  which  our 
present  laws  promise  him;  and  to  every  man  who 
comes  to  this  country  in  the  future,  with  therights 
I  have  indicated,  I  would  cease  to  ofler  more. 

Have  you  not  seen,  sir,  within  the  lust  few 
months,  petitions  presented  here  and  laid  upon 
your  table,  remonstrating,  in  the  name  of  foreigners, 
against  the  action  of  this  body?  Not  content  with 
thni,  have  you  not  learned  through  the  public 
newspa|iera,  that  a  mob  of  foreigners,  under  the 
style  of  foreigners,  assembled  together,  and  hanged 
in  effigy  an  lionorable  member  of  this  body  .' 
What  does  that  indicjiter  If  the  act  indicates  any- 
thing, or  has  any  significance,  it  is  that,  in  the 
estimation  of  those  men,  ihe  individual  referred 
to,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
[Mr.  DoLCLAs,]oughttobe  huns  bythe  neck  until 
he  is  dead;  and  for  what,  sir?  Fordoing  hisdiity 
to  the  Constitution,  to  his  oath,  and  to  his  country. 
1  ask  Senators,  if  they  do  not  sec  indications  in 
this  of  a  combination  in  retaining  the  notions  of 
the  olden  country,  which  shows  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, not  that  we  should  check  it  by  legitlation — I 
do  not  propose  that  at  the  present  time — but  ihot  we 
should  cease  to  hold  out  any  further  inducements. 
What  do  we  need  of  further  immigration  from 
other  countries?  We  have  a  sufficient  population 
to  protect  ourselves  against  all  the  world.  We 
have  a  sufficient  population  to  Settle  every  portion 
of  our  country  which  it  is  necessary  to  settle.  For 
the  purpose  of  a  free  and  happy  Government,  we 
havea  .sufficient  population,  and  I  think  we  should 
not  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  and  thereby  tax  native  born  and  adopted  cit- 
izens to  purchase  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  for  those  who  may  think  proper  to  come  here 
hereafter.  My  friend  from  Iowa,  a  few  days  ago, 
manifested  his  great  anxiety  for  these  foreigners. 
Well,  sir,  when  I  remembered  that  that  Senator, 
by  his  speech  and  his  vote  here,  had  done  the  very 
same  thmg  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Territories  had  done,  I  supposed  ihatthe  hang- 
ing of  the  chairman  in  effigy,  signified  that  they 
believed  that  my  friend  fropi  Iowa,  also  ought  to 
be  hung  for  discharging  his  duty  upon  this  floor 
fearlessly,  impartiolly,  and  manfully,  as  he  always 
does.  Sir,  when  I  saw  what  they  had  done,  and 
the  disgrace  which  they  had  attempted  to  heap 
upon  that  Senator,  I  thought  he  might  well  have 
nsed  language  which  was  used  in  olden  times.  A 
certain  individual  went  to  Absalom,  wh<i  had 
usurped  the  throne  of  his  father,  and  proposed  to 
serve  him.  Absalom  remembered  the  many  favors 
which  his  father  had  conferred  upon  this  individ- 
ual, and  he  turned  to  him,  and  in  place  of  accept- 
ing cordially  his  proposed  services, said:  "Is  this 
thy  kindness  to  thy  friend?"  I  think  my  friend 
from  Iowa,  when  he  was  battling  here  for  the 
rights  of  these  foreigners,  might  well  have  turned 
as  Absalom  did,  and  said,  when  they, by  their 
conduct,  declared  to  the  world  that  he  ought  to  be 
hung  Tor  discharging  his  duty  here:  "  Is  this  thy 
kinane.ss  to  thy  friends?" 

Sir,  the  time  has  come,  if  combinations  are 
formed,  if  separate  distinctions  are  kept  up  by 
those  who  think  proper  to  adopt  this  as  their  coun- 
try, when  we  should  at  least  cense  to  tax  our  own 
citizens  for  their  benefit.  These  circumstances 
may  not  weigh  with  others;  with  me  they  have 
their  influence.  But  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  upon 
principle.  You  may  reduce  the  price  of  the  land 
as  low  as  you  please,  so  as  to  restore  to  the  Treas- 
ury the  cost  of  it;  but  to  tax  one  portion  of  the 
people  for  the  benefit  of  another,  is  a  thing  to 
which,  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  not  consented; 
nor  will  1  ever  consent  to  such  a  proposition. 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  I  will  not  be  considered 
unkind  or  unfriendly  to  foreigners.  1  showed  my 
regard  for  them  during  the  present  session,  when 
they  were   denounced    in  this  body  for  alleged 

60 


mobs  in  the  Bedini  affair.  I  was  the  first  Senator 
to  furnish  an  apology  for  what  seemed  to  be  (from 
the  reports  in  the  papers)  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
and  that  hospitality  to  the  stranger  for  which  our 
countrymenareso  justly  distinguished.  I  thought, 
and  then  said,  in  substance,  that  some  allowance 
was  to  be  made  for  those  who  had  participated  in 
the  meetings  referred  to;  that  they  had  suffered 
from  the  oppressions  of  the  Pope;  that  many  of 
them  had  come  from  a  country  where  the  name  of 
thePope'sNuncio  was  synonymous  with  tyranny, 
the  stake,  and  martyrdom  for  conscience  sake;  it 
was  not,  therefore,  strange,  when  they  heard  that 
name  in  this  country  of  unbounded  liberty,  that 
they  should  have  committed  some  excesses  in 
manifesting  their  disapprobation  of  the  part  he  was 
supposed  to  have  taken  in  the  oppressions  of  their 
countrymen.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  am  not  opposed 
to  foreigners,  but  have  briefly  slated  my  opinions 
as  to  the  true  future  policy  of  this  Government. 

1  will  not  consume  the  lime  of  the  Senate  by 
going  into  details  as  to  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
this  bill  if  it  should  become  a  law.  1  will  say, 
however,  that  I  had  the  honor  of  making  a  few 
remarks  upon  a  graduation  bill,  and  upon  this 
subject,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  .Since 
that  lime,  I  have  mingled  with  my  constituents, 
and  conversed  with  them  freely  upon  this  subject, 
ond  1  have  found  butoneman'in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, with  whom  I  conversed,  who  did  not 
express  a  preference  for  the  graduation  bill  to  the 
homestead  bill.  For  what  reason?  By  the  home- 
stead bill  you  give  a  man  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  upon  condition  that  he  will  remain  upon  it 
five  years.  Men  feel,  and  every  freeman  must 
feel,  that  you  are  making  him  a  pauper  upon  this 
Government  by  doing  so.  Men  would  prefer  pay- 
ing twelve  and  n  half  cents,  twenty-five,  or  fifty 
cents  an  acre,  according  to  the  intrin.sic  value  of 
the  land,  with  the  liberty  of  selling  it  when  they 
think  proper.  They  would  greatly  prefer  that; 
and  1  tell  you  that  the  man  does  not  understand 
the  people,  who  supposes  that  they  prefer  having 
lands  given  them  to  their  buying  them,  and  giving 
for  them  their  intrinsic  value. 

1  know  that  holding  up  all  the  lands  at  $1  35 
per  acre,  charging  for  poor  and  valueless  lands  the 
same  price  that  you  charge  for  the  most  valuable 
and  rich  lands,  has  created,  and  justly  so,  a  pre- 
judice against  the  present  system;  but  graduate th» 
lands  according  to  their  value,  and  public  opinion 
will  be  very  different  from  what  it  is  now.  I  say 
Ihatthe  people  prefer  paying  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation for  their  land,  and  thus  be  independent  free- 
men, feeling  that  they  have  purchased  their  own 
homes,  and  that  they  are  not  paupers  upon  the 
Federal  Government,  to  having  it  given  to  them, 
and  requiring  them  to  remain  upon  it  for  five  years; 
which  IS  a  sort  of  penance,  a  kind  of  penitentiary, 
that  does  not  suit  the  genius  of  the  people  of  this 
cour.try  at  all.  They  prefer  being  free,  having 
lands  of  their  own,  being  at  liberty  to  sell  them 
whenever  they  please,  and  for  whatever  they  may 
be  able  to  obtain  for  them.  I  say,  sir,  that,  accord- 
ing to  my  humble  judgment,  ninety-nine  out  of 
one  hundred  of  the  landholding  Slates  will  greatly 
prefer  a  graduation  system  to  this  homestead  bill, 
as  it  is  called. 

Mr.  President,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  anything  like  a  general  argument  on 
this  question;  but  as  this  homestead  bill  has  cre- 
ated some  interest  in  the  country,  and  as  I  have 
heard,  upon  various  occasions,  its  paternity 
claimed,  I  think  it  due  to  the  dead,  as  I  nave  the 
floor  on  this  occasion,  to  say  that  the  father  of  the 
principle  of  this  bill' was  the  late  Felix  G.  McCon- 
nell.  My  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Pettit]  will 
remember,  that  when  we  were  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  first  that  was  ever  heard  of 
such  a  bill  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  I  know,  was  on  the  proposition  of  Gen- 
eral McConnell.  He  oiTered  it  upon  every  occa- 
sion, in  season  and  out  of  season.  His  amendment 
was  this,  "  that  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the 
public  domain  is  hereby  appropriated  to  every  head 
of  a  family,  man,  maid,  and  widow."  He  was 
the  father  of  the   bill,  so  far  as  1   know;  and  if 


credit  is  due  to  any  one,  it  is  due  to  his  memory. 
I  do  not  know  that  1  should  have  alluded  to  the 
fact,  but  still,  as  1  have  heard  others  claimed  as  the 
authors  of  it,  I  thought  I  would  state  it,  though  I 
do  not  think  that  the  bill  is  right  in  principle,  or 
that  any  credit  will  result  to  any  one  from  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  The  first 
section  of  the  bill  grants  to  every  man  who  is  a 
citizen  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  or  who  shall  hereafter 
become  a  citizen  of  Ihe  United  States,  who  is  the 
head  of  a  family,  or  twenty-one  years  of  age,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  without  paying 
for  it,  after  five  years'  residence  and  occupation. 
The  sixth  section  authorizes  any  resident  of  a 
Slate  or  Territory,  v/ho  is  not  nowa  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates,  also  to  make  a  like  application,  and 
take  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  If  I  understand 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  it  is,  that  hereafter  citizenship  shall  be  no 
prerequisite  to  the  making  of  the  claim,  nor  shall 
residence  in  a  Slate  or  Territory  be  a  prerequisite; 
but  that,  on  the  actual  filing  of  a  declaration  by  a 
foreigner  from  any  portion  of  the  world,  when  he 
conies  hMe,  of  his  intention  lo  become  naturalized, 
he  shall  also  be  enabled,  without  pay,  free  of  cost, 
to  take  and  occupy  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  the  public  land.  Am  I  right  in  reference  lo  my 
under.'itanding  of  vour  amendment? 

Mr.  WADE,     'rhey  must  live  five  years  on  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  That  is  true.  They  must 
live  five  years  on  it.  Now,  in  reference  to  the 
amendment  as  well  as  to  the  hill,  I  desire,  al- 
though I  am  not  prepared  as  I  wished  to  be,  to 
say  some  few  things. 

A  few  days  since,  at  the  other  end  of  this  Cap- 
itol, when  it  was  proposed  to  donate  to  the  differ- 
ent States  land  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of 
the  needy  citizens  of  this  country,  who,  by  the 
visitation  of  Heaven  are  insane,  and  are  incapable 
of  taking  care  of  themselves,  it  was  reported  upon 
adversely,  as  being  against  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  When  it  was  proposed  that  our 
own  citizens,  the  insane,  the  pauper,  and  the  ne- 
cessitous, who  need  this  aid,  should  have  such  a 
grant  made  for  their  benefit,  we  were  told  that  it 
could  not  he  done  under  the  Constitution  of  Ihe 
United  Slates.  Such  a  donation  lo  Stales  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  insane,  we  were  told 
was  unconslitutional;  but  now  iRe  Senator  from 
Ohio  offers  a  proposition  which,  if  it  be  adopted 
and  carried  into  effect,  will  enable  us  lo  give  to 
every  criminal,  every  fugitive  from  justice,  every 
vagabond,  and  every  pauper  from  Europe,  and 
from  every  portion  of  the  world,  who  lands  on  our 
shores,  that  which  we  deny  to  our  own  citizens 
who,  under  the  visitation  of  God,  need  it,  of  whom 
we  ought  to  lake  care,  and  to  whom  we  are  bound 
by  ties  different  from  any  which  unite  us  lo  for- 
eigners. 

Mr.  President,!  had  intended,  when  I  heard  this 
measure  spoken  of  as  oneof  justice  and  propriety, 
to  move  its  commitment  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  that  they  might  lick  it  into  shape  before 
we  were  compelled  to  vote  upon  it ;  for,  in  its  opera- 
lion,  it  should  be  equal,  equitable,  right,  and  just. 
"There  should  be  no  class  legislation  as  is  now  pro- 
posed— no  class  legislation  in  favor  of  foreigners. 
In  our  legislation  we  should  begin  with  our  own 
people  at  home.  Butif  you  give  land  lo  the  land- 
less, why  not  amend  the  bill,  and  give  money  to 
the  moneyless?  One  man  needs  land,  but  another 
needs  money.  Amend  the  hill  then,  and  giveg200 
to  each  of  those  who  are  out  of  change;  to  those 
who  need  money.  And  in  addition,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, make  some  provision  for  mechanics,  profes- 
sional men,  merchants, in  short  for  that  large  class 
of  people  who  are  not  agriculturists.  If  it  is  in- 
tended as  a  donation,  as  a  bonus,  equity  and  jus- 
lice  require  that  you  should  likewise  give  to  other 
vocations  and  professions,  to  artisans,  mechanics, 
and  merchants,  the  bonus,  the  donation,  the  lar- 
gess, the  pauper's  gift,  or  whatever  you  choose  lo 
denominate  it.  As'  in  the  one  case  you  give  land, 
in  the  other  you  should  give  money,  and  make 
no  such  discrimination  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill. 
Let  there  be  equality.  If  you  claim  that,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uniud  Statas,  in  making 
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mlt*  and  rcpUatioDS  in  reference  to  the  territory 
of  tbe  Union,  doing  no  injustice  to  the  respectiTe 
States,  you  have  a.  right-  bo  to  donate  the  lands, 
donate  them  with  no  invidious  discrimination; 
make  no  une<}aal  distinction;  donate  to  those  who 
mn  not  able  to  bear  the  toil,  and  burden,  and 
hardabipa  of  frontier  life — your  old  men,  your 
cripples,  your  widows,  your  workmen,  your  me- 
•hsnics,  and  people  of  that  description,  outside  of 
agricultural  interests — in  money,  what  you  donate 
in  land  to  those  who  are  agriculturists. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  said  that  I  thought  this 
)>iU  should  be  committed  to  the  Ck>mmiltee  on  the 
Jodiciary;  1  think  it  should  ^  there  for  several 
naaoos.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  so  far  as  the 
j^blic  domain  is  concerned,  at  least  so  much  of  it 
M  ws  owned  anterior  to  the  Mexican  war,  we  had 
pledged  it  for  money  to  prosecute  that  war.  I  ask, 
Uen,  as  a  legal  question,  can  you  take  this  prop- 
•rty,  which  is  thus  under  mortgage  and  lien,  and 
give  it  away?  I  ask,  too,  as  a  question  of  morals, 
whether  you  should  give  it  away  when  it^is  bound 
and  pledged  for  the  payment  of  your  debts?  Are 
you  to  neglect  this  private  claim,  and  say  now  to 
•tmngrrSi  and  foreigners,  to  aliens  in  blood  and  in 
language,  that  they  may  have  it )  Ought  it  not  to 
b«  held  as  a  sacred  treasure  to  redeem  your  plighted 
honor,  to  pay  the  debt  which  you  incurred  in  the 
prosecution  of  that  war? 

But  further,  Mr.  President,  this  bill  ieLofTering 
f  bonus  and  a  premium  to  those  men  in^urope, 
who  are  unwilling  to  remain  there,  under  the  haz- 
anls  of  ^e  approaching  war,  to  emigrate  to  this 
country.  It  tells  those  men,  who,  because  they 
do  not  wish  to  stand  by  their  king  or  country,  or 
who,  from  want  of  patriotism,  or  from  a  deep 
(seling  of  cowardice,  will  not  stay  there  to  fight 
for  republican  interests,  and  stand  by  their  own 
countiy,  "if  you  become  renegades  from  yourcoun- 
try,tn  trying  to  escape  the  dangers  of  war  which 
titfeaten  there,  and  if  you  will  flee  to  the  United 
States,  and  make  a  declaration  of  intention,  we 
will  set  Tou  up  with  a  nice  little  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land.  You  can  settle  on 
it,  and  live  there,  whether  you  left  your  country 
for  your  country's  good,  or  escaped  from  it  be- 
«aH8«  you  happened  lo  be  a  liberal,  although  un- 
willing to  fight  forliberal  institutions."  Are  you, 
sir,  to  offer  them  this  bonus?  And  what  else  do 
you  hold  out?  Why,  you  tell  all  your  own  citi- 
sens,  your  lazy,  trifling  men,  that  have  never 
aaade  |200,  and  would  not  work  for  it,  fellows  of 
a  bad  stock,  whose  ancestors  were  as  lazy  and 
improvident  as  themselves — a  bad  breed  in  the 
beginning — "  wt  will  shield  you  with  a  sort  of 
bankrupt  law;  we  will  give  you,  you  trifling  lazy 
pauper  rascals,  if  you  will  go  out  there,  one  hnn- 
drea  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  neither  conata- 
feile  nor  sheriff  shall  take  it  for  debt;  tou  are  of 
HO  account,  yon  may  keep  it,  you  shall  be  bank- 
rupts as  to  all  previous  deots."  [Laughter.]  And 
that,  sir,  yon  offer  as  a  premium  to  loaferism  and 
laziness;  and  a  nice  set  you  will  have  when  you 
nt  them  there,  with  vagabonds  and  vagrants  from 
Europe,  to  build  up  a  new  State,  and  a  new  com- 
nonity. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  you  intend  to  give  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  men  of  this 
description,  I  ask  you  if  it  will  not  be  an  act  of 

Eeat  injustice  to  all  who  have  bought  public  lands 
retofore;  and  ought  not  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  introduce  a  provision  to  pay  back  to  all 
those  from  whom  you  have  wrung  ^1  35  per  acre 
for  the  land  which  they  have  purchased  ?  Ought 
you  not  to  refund  what  they  have  paid  ?  They 
were  our  own  hardy  pioneers,  kith  and  kin  to  us, 
bone  of  our  bone,  our  brethren,  hardy  men,  and 
Indian  fighters.  They  have  paid  for  their  land, 
and  whipped  outthelndiansi  the^  have  possession 
of  the  country;  but  if  you  are  going  to  send  out  to 
thewhundsalltheoffscoorings  of  foreign  countries, 
in  the  name  of  justice  and  common  sense,  pay  back 
to  aH  the  men  who  have  bought  public  lands  their 
f  1  25  an  acre,  with  interest  upon  it.  It  is  a  just 
daim,  and  those  men  are  worthy  of  it.  Intro- 
tfoce  such  a  provision,  and  we  shall  very  soon 
•weep  away  the  twenty  odd  million  of  dolhra 
which  are  now  in  the  Treasury.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  iastiee,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  do  it. 

This  bill  proposes  a  radical  change  in  our  sys- 
tem of  pubhe  lands.  Nothing  of  the  kind  has 
ever  been  sanctioned  under  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
•mment.  itiaaprMnature,radical, revolutionary 
proposition  to  waste  away  the  pubUc  inheritance. 


and  give  it  to  ragamuffins  coming  from  all  parts  of 
creation,  [laughter,]  congregating  here  as  buz- 
zards do  around  the  carcass  to  eat  it  up.  Such 
is  the  proposition  which  we  have  before  us. 

1  ask  you,  sir,  has  any  President  ever  recom- 
mended ^uch  a  thing?  Has  the  present  President 
of  the  United  States  recommended  it?  Did  Presi- 
dent Polk  recommend  it?  Did  President  Taylor 
recommend  it?  Not  at  all.  Did  Jackson  or  Jef- 
ferson recommend  it?  Did  Washington  or  Adams? 
Take  them.  Federalists  or  Republicans,  Whigs  or 
Democrats,  where  is  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  ever  recommended  such  a  policy, 
or  has  ever  given  his  name  to  auch  a  proposition 
for  the  public  plunder,  and  dissipation  of  the  public 
treasure  ?  Has  any  President  ever  had  the  au- 
dacity or  fortitude  to  come  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  recommend  such  a  disposition  of  this  rich 
mherilance,  which  we  have  had  bequeathed  to  us, 
which  we  have  looked  to  as  a  home  and  a  home- 
stead'for  our  children,  and  our  children's  children 
— not  for  strangers,  but  for  us  and  for  our  families  ? 
Has  any  President,  of  any  party,  of  any  stripe, 
of  any  faith,  ever  recommended  it?  However 
weak  in  power,  however  abandoned  by  his  party, 
however  abused,  has  any  man  ever  done  it?  Mo, 
sir,  no  man  ever  thought  of  it,  no  man  ever 
alluded  to  it.  Why,  sir.  General  Jackson,  I  be- 
lieve, in  his  message  of  1829,  thought  that,  under 
the  articles  of  cession,  the  land  rather  belonged  to 
the  States,  and  ought  to  go  that  way.  It  is  true 
that  he  afterwards  strangled  the  land  proceeds  dis- 
tribution bill,  when  he  found  that  the  child  was  to 
be  called  after  Henry  Clay,  and  named  as  one  of 
his  brood  and  generation.  But  from  Jackson  down 
to  the  present  period ,  has  any  Administration  ever 
puf  its  creditand  character  upon  the  recommenda- 
lion  of  a  plan  of  this  sort  ?    No,  sir. 

Mr.  President,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  I  will 
ask  gentlemen  if  it  would  not  be  tolerably  prudent, 
considering  the  way  in  which  we  stand  about 
matters  of  this  sort,  to  take  it  a  little  more  delib- 
erately,and  alittle  more  considerately  ?  We  know 
that  at  this  time  there  is  over  the  continent  of 
Europe  an  impending  struggle  and  contention,  the 
like  of  which  perhaps  has  not  transpired  before  in 
the  times  of  civilization.  Wewantthis  landfund. 
We  want  it  as  a  matter  of  finance;  we  want  it  as 
a  fund  to  build  up  a  navy;  we  need  it  for  our  own 
purposes;  we  need  it  for  our  own  people;  and  just 
at  this  juncture,  and  at  this  time,  up  comes  a  prop- 
osition that  to  every  man  who  is  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  married  or  unmarried,  to  every  foreigner 
now  resident  in  any  State  or  Territory,  and  to 
every  foreigner  who  will  congregate  on  our  shores 
from  the  difficulties  of  Europe,  we  shall  give  this 
land,  instead  of  holding  it  as  a  fund  to  protect  our- 
selves, to  build  up  a  navy, establish  an  army,and 
use  it  in  time  of  need  for  war  purposes.  You  are 
told  that  with  a  profusion,  and  with  a  profligacy, 
and  without  reference  to  economy  or  a  prudent 
judgment  or  sense,  that  it  is  to  be  all  drifted  off  to 
that  population  which  is  coming  from  the  troubles 
of  Europe  to  our  shores. 

The  bill,  Mr.  President,  is  to  me  sinralar  in 
many  of  its  aspects;  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
out  of  order  in  alluding  to  the  action  of  the  other 
House.  They  passed  this  bill  a  short  time  ago, 
giving  away,  so  far  as  it  will  be  settled,  the  whole 
of  the  public  domain  to  the  first  occupant,  or  the 
first  comer,  whoever  he  may  be.  Since  that  time 
they  have  passed  a  bill  graduating  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.  It  looks  to  me  as  if  there  was  a  sort 
of  demagoguery  over  the  land,  and  that  the  House, 
in  reference  to  this  subject,  was 'acting  thus  be- 
cause, when  the  next  August  election  comes  round, 
they  do  not  want  to  make  any  explanation  to  the 
whisky  boys  of  the  country  when  th^  wish  to 
be  returned  to  Congress.  [Liaughter.1  They  seem 
to  pass  the  bill  asif  they  thought  the  Senate  would 
have  steadiness  and  sense  enough  to  reject  it. 
[Laughter.]  They  pass  this  bill,  and  then  one  for 
graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  then 
bills  for  railroad  purposes;  and  they  are  proceed- 
ing as  if  the  whole  of  it  was  a  solemn  farce,  with 
the  hope  that  no  explanation  was  to  be  made  in 
reference  to  it  at  all.  I  hope  that  we  shall  not 
disappoint  them.  They  voted  for  the  homestead 
bill;  they  voted  for  the  graduation  bill;  still,  they 
are  going  on,  voting  for  railroad  bills  as  if  nothing 
had  ever  happened  in  any  shape  whatever  in  the 
world.    [Laughter.] 

I  do  not  see  in  his  seat  now  the  Senator  from' 
Texas,  [Mr.  Ruik,]  who  has  such  intense  anxiety 


about  the  Pacific  railroad;  and,  in  fact,  I  admira 
his  enthusiasm  upon  that  subject,  however  much 
I  think  that  it  is  a  wild  and  Utopian  project;  how- 
ever much  I  reflect  that  in  making  it  you  will  have 
to  carry  it  through  deserta,  where  there  is  neither 
wood  nor  water,  and  OT^r  mountains  and  snows, 
many  feet  deep,  over  a  vast  continent;  however 
impracticable  I  may  think  ii.and  although  I  think 
that  it  will  cost  the  Union,  if  it  is  ever  made,  as 
much  as  it  cost  Napoleon  to  march  his  grand  army 
to  Moscow;  still,  if,  in  the  prospect  of  things,  wa 
are  to  have  the  Pacific  railroad,  and  if,  by  the 
mere  extension  of  territory,  we  are  becoming  as 
weak  as  a  rope  of  sand ;  ifv  as  is  taid  by  the  poet, 
Roma  ruit  twu  viribus;  if,  by  the  mere  extension 
of  territory,  we  are  becoming  like  a  ricketty  hogs- 
head, which  must  be  bound  together;  and  if  we 
need  this  Pacific  railroad  to  bind  us  together,  for 
the  Lord's  sake  keep  this  land.  Do  not  touch  the 
people  of  South  Carolina,  of  Kentucky,  and  other 
portions  of  the  country,  to  get  the  means  to  build 
It.  If  you  are  to  have  these  emigrants,  catch  them 
as  you  catch  the  Irish  and  Germans,  and  keep 
them  at  work  until  they  make  the  road  to  the  Pa- 
cific; but  give  them  land  and  no  money.  That  ia 
my  opinion  about  it.  A  nice  chance  you  have  to 
build  a  road  there;  it  will  cost  the  Lord  knows  how 
many  millions  of  dollars,  for  I  would  be  afraid  to 
calculate  it.  But  if  you  are  ever  to  have  a  road, 
do  not  give  away  the  only  fund  upon  which  yon 
can  rely  for  the  making  of  it;  and  if  you  bring 
these  emigrants  in,  let  them  work  for  what  they  get; 
do  not  make  them  a  present  of  it.    [Laughter.] 

I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  according  to  the 
notion  of  progress,  and  the  bellicose  propensity  of 
our  people,  we  roust  acquire  territory — for  a  lusa 
they  will  eternally  and  everlastingly  have.  You 
can  hardly  keep  old-fashioned  Whigs  now  in  the 
traces,  for  they  want  to  annex  Canada,  and  get 
another  State  or  two  from  Mexico;  war,  or  soma 
little  fight,  they  must  have;  for  the  whole  Union, 
in  reference  to  that^  seems  to  be  like  Simon  Wild- 
fire; if  they  do  not  have  a  fight  they  would  spoil 
about  the  breast  and  ahoolaers  merely  for  the 
want  of  it.  [Laughter.]  But,  sir,  if  you  are  to 
go  on  in  accjuisition,  keep  the  territory  to  pension 
the  old  soldiers  wiUi,  as  you  have  done  heretofore. 
GK>  with  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
EvAHi,]  and  pay  off  the  claims  which  you  owe  to 
the  old  revolutionary  fathers  euid  their  descend- 
ants; pay  off  what  you  owe  to  the  men  fvho 
fought  in  the  war  of  1812;  pay  those  who  fought 
in  Mexico,  and  keep  a  little  back  for  future  fight- 
ing. Do  not  dispose  of  it  all  in  the  way  you  now 
propose;  we  shall  want  it,  because — I  suppose  it 
IS  a  sort  of  North  American  sentiment — there  ia 
no  people  in  the  world  who  respond  to  the  call  of 
liberty  as  readily  as  ours  do.  Send  a  fellow  to 
'Texas  and  Mexico  to  fight,  but  keep  a  little  land 
to  let  him  know  that  when  he  heis  done  fightinjg 
he  will  have  a  home  to  come  to.  Do  not  give  it 
all  to4breien  adventurers  who  come  here  merely 
as  criminoM  or  from  cowardice.  Do  not  give  it  to 
those  who  come  here  on  such  accounts;  not  be- 
cause* they  love  America,  but  because  they  can, 
here  impose  upon  American  hospitality  and  gen- 
erosity. 

I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  prepare  tha 
statistics  which  I  should  like  to  have  before  me 
in  reference  to  this  bill,  and  I  therefore  c2uiinot  go 
at  length  into  it  now.  But  if  some  older  and  abler 
Senator  does  not  argue  it  before  the  discussion  on 
it  terminates,  I  will  prc^re  myself  to  make  a 
speech  in  reference  to  this  amendment,  and  about 
the  bill  generally.  I  wish  to  deliver  my  own  opin- 
ions. What  is  now  proposed?  They  say,  for 
instance,  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who 
comes  from  one  of  the  old  States  of  this  Union* 
We  are  going  to  give  this  land  all  away.  It  is 
true,  under  the  cessions  that  were  made  by  the 
original  thirteen  States,  it  was  held  for  the  bencfiit 
of  all  the  States.  I  will  not  now  go  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  questions  about  tenancy  in  common, 
er  joint  tenancy;  but  I  ask  the  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  knowing  the  effect  of  this 
pauper  population  as  you  have  it  now  crowded  io 
the  poor-houses  and  in  the  lazar-houses  of  every 
description  in  Massachusetts,  when  they  tell  yon  it 
it  true  that  the  old  thirteen  fellows  foujght  through 
the  revolutionary  war,  and  are  entitled  to  thie 
land,  and  own  it,  and  although  we  have  a  sort  of 
half-way,  lively  recollection  of  Concord,  and  Lex- 
ington, and  Bunker  Hill,  where  your  fathers 
fought  for  the  land,  still,  we  will  give  it  to  these 
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foreigners,  will  you,  I  ask  the  Senator,  agree  to 
it?  Although  there  are  a  few  things  in  reference 
10  niggers,  and  other  matters,  and  various  Yankee 
and  Puritan  notions  that  do  not  exactly  come  up 
'  to  our  notions  down  South,  still  we  have  a  lin- 
gering affection,  and  are  willing  to  do  your  State 
of  Massachusetts  Justice.  Out  of  the  granite  and 
ice  you  make  fortunes;  with  your  invention  and 
education  you  are  progressing  in  the  world;  and 
you  stand,  a  noble  Puritan  population,  obstinate 
and  perverse  though  you  may  have  been  with  the 
English  Government  before  you  landed  here,  and 
against  it  afterwards,  and  pretty  generally  against 
your  own  Qovernment — [laughter] — still,  in  ref- 
erence to  a  matter  of  equity  and  justice,  I  will 
ask  you  what  you  will  say  when  a  man  turns 
round  and  tells  you  that  the  old  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  are  not  to  get  any  of  this 
land;  that  he  wants  to  take  it  from  you,  and  that 
you  shall  not  have  it,  either  for  schools,  or  insane, 
or  paupers,  or  for  anything  else;  that  it  shall  be 
snatched  away  from  you,  and  given  to  some  Hes- 
sian that  butchered  your  ancestors  in  the  revolu- 
tionary wot;  that  it  shall  be  given  to  some  man 
who  then  was  in  the  army  of  our  enemies;  that 
it  shall  be  handed  over  to  some  German,  with  his 
broad  figure,  which  it  would  take  three  genera- 
tions to  lick  into  the  shape  of  an  American  gen- 
tleman f  [Laughter.]  A  nice  proposition,  that 
is;  and  yet  that  is  the  proposition  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio.  The  old  thirteen  States  are 
to  get  nothing.  Whatever  we  may  claim,  we  are 
to  have  nothing.  The  Senator's  proposition  not 
only  cornea  up  to  that,  but  it  turns  round  and 
Bays,  in  reference  to  Neiiraska  and  the  Missouri 
compromise,  to  southern  Senotors,  not  only  are 
the  old  thirteen  States  to  be  deprived  of  their 
rights,  but  we  will  let  these  Irish,  and  Dutch,  and 
anybody  you  please — I  do  not  speak  in  dis- 
respectful terms — come  into^he  territory,  and,  if 
you  want  to  go  anywhere  from  Virginia,  or  Louis- 
laYia,  or  Texas,  you  must  B(and  back  and  let 
them  take  the  land.  Is  there  a  southern  man,  who 
has  a  regard  for  his  constituency,  or  the  interest 
of  the  section  which  he  represents,  who  intends — 
as  he  knows  it  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  this 
is  all  to  be  free-soil  territory — to  let  them  take  it, 
and  let  them  snatch  it  away  from  them,  and  say 
that  men  from  the  South  are  not  to  go  into  it,  be- 
cause they  are  tainted  with  a  nigger^  Are  we  to 
be  told  that  we  must  stand  back,  and  let  strangers, 
and  aliens  in  blood,  in  feeling, and  language,  have 
it?  But  I  do  not  know  what  southern  Senators, 
or  Senators  from  the  old  Suites,  may  think  in 
rtference  to  this  sort  of  thing,  because  they  have 
got  recently  to  arguing  about  matters  in  such  a 
way  that  a  man  scarcely  knows,  unless  he  exam- 
iniw  closely,  what  they  really  design. 

The  Senator  from  lodiana,  [Mr.  Pettit,]  for 
whom  1  entertain  a  very  high  regard,  yesterday 
said,  that  this  bill  approved  itself  to  his  heart  and 
faia  head.  I  can  easily  see  how,  he  being  a  liberal 
man,  such  a  thing  would  approve  itself  to  his 
heart.     He  is  a  man  of  large  head,  a  man  of  a 

treat  deal  of  faculty;  but  I  rather  think  that  his 
eart  has  got  the  better  of  his  judgment  in  this 
case.  In  support  of  the  proposition,  he  set  out  to 
prove,  historically,  that  this  was  a  right  policy. 
He  alluded,  I  believe,  to  the  Assyrians,  and  the 
Jews,  and  the  Spartans,  and  he  came  down  to  the 
Gracchi,  but  being  a  Democrat,  in  this  age  of  prog- 
ress, he  never  could  cite  an  instance  that  had  oc- 
curred this  side  the  discovery  of  America,  or  since 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour.  [Laughter.]  In  talking 
about  this  liberality,  I  want  you  Just  to  look  at  the 
question,  and  ask  yourselves  how  this  territory 
stands;  for  it  is  well  enough  to  look  to  it  in  that 
woy.  When  the  territory ,  under  the  oppression  of 
a  system  which  will  restrict  slavery  from  going 
there,  comes  to  be  settled,  how  will  it  stand,  and 
how  do  we  stand?  We  stand  as  a  powerful  and 
a  great  nation.  I  know — at  least  there  are  news- 
paper rumors,  and  I  suppose  I  may  speak  legiti- 
mately of  newspaper  rumors — we  propose  to  buy 
an  immense  territory  in  addition  to  our  present 
territory.  For  what  do  you  buy  that  territory? 
Are  you  to  pay  $5,000,000  or  J20,000,000,  and 
as  soon  as  you  get  it  are  you  to  give  it  away  ? 
Are  you  to  adopt  such  a  policy  in  the  disposition 
of  the  lands  which  you  obtain,  I  may  say,  by 
violent  solicitation;  that  is  to  say,  by  whipping 
and  flogging  the  Indians,  by  browbeating  the 
Mexicans,  until  you  whip  them  into  a  peace, and 
as  a  aalvo  to  tJis  conscience,  get  what  territory 


you  can?  Are  you,  not  only  in  reference  to  the 
poor  red  man,  who  is  folding  away  before  the 
face  of  the  white  man  as  the  snow  melts  before 
the  face  of  the  sun,  but  in  reference  to  the  neigh- 
boring Republic,  are  you,  by  bullying  and  brow- 
beating, to  obtain  territory,  and  when  you  have 
obtained  it,  are  you  to  turn  round  and  say  that  you 
will  give  it  to  these  foreigners  and  emigrants,  who  , 
come  here,  and  to  lazy  fellows  and  loafers,  in  our 
midst?  I  ask,  in  thea  name  of  common  sense,  is 
that  what  tlieGovernmentia  todo;  and  then,  after 
the  General  Government  has  done  that,  and  you 
come  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  spoils,  is  one 
half  of  the  nation  to  turn  round  and  say  to  the 
other  half,  you  smell  of  the  nigger,  and  you  shall 
not  have  any  of  the  land;  we  will  give  it  to  the 
foreigners,  and  you  shall  not  toke  a  particle?  And 
then,  as  to  the  old  States  and  land  States,  although 
no  Presidentof  the  United  States  has  ever  recom- 
mended this,  we  will  rob  you  of  it,  and  give  it  to 
the  foreigners,  and  then  we  will  get  up  a  German 
interest,  having  its  center  at  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville, and  other  places  over  the  Union;  and  although 
you  boost  of  being  Anglo-Saxons,  you  shall  be 
like  that  other  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  has  been 
for  centuries  ruled  by  half  crazy  Dutch  Princes 
and  Q^ieens.  We  will  have  the  same  influence 
over  you,  with  your  Saxon  influence  and  Saxon 
blood.  We  will  build  up  a  foreign  power  that 
shall  control  the  whole  American  people.  This  j 
we  will  do  in  the  name  of  generosity  and  liberality,  ; 
and  in  the  name  of  our  modern  Democracy.  This  I 
is  what  is  to  be  done  by  a  radical  change  in  our 
policy.  .       i 

1  have  some  other  things  to  say  in  regard  to  this 
bill;  and  probably,  if  I  get  a  chance  in  the  prog- 
ress of  its  discussion,  1  shall  go  into  it  more 
fully;  for  I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  today  upon 
some  points  to  which  I  desire  to  address  myself. 
It  seems  to  me,  since  i  have  had  the  honor  to  I 
come  to  the  national  councils,  whether  in  this  or 
the  other  House  of  Congress,  the  public  lands  j 
have  been  bandied  about  eternally  as  a  bribe  in  ' 
the  shape  of  cession  and  retrocession,  in  the  shape  I 
of  graduation  and  of  distribution,  and  of  every  ! 
imaginable  project.  Thus  ambitious  men  act  with  I 
them,  instead  of  standing  up  as  the  guardians  of  ' 
the  public  domain  and  public  treasury,  doing  what 
they  ought  to  do.  Millions  upon  millions  of  acres 
of  lands  have  gone  for  railroads  and  canals  in  the 
way  of  grants  of  alternate  sections  and  swamp 
lands;  and  the  advocacy  of  such  appropriations 
has  eternally  been  predicated  upon  the  ambition 
of  some  presidential  aspirant.  It  is  useless  to 
discuss  it.  It  is  useless  to  talk  about  it.  If  there 
had  been  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  that  men  standing  on  this  floor,  or 
on  the  floor  of  the  other  House,  should  be  forever 
debarred  thereafter  from  looking  to  the  other  end 
of  the  avenue,  such  propositions  would  never 
have  been  made.  Members  of  Congress  would 
have  husbanded  the  lands  as  old  fellows  take  care 
of  their  lands  as  their  sons  and  daughters  grow 
up,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  young  fellows  a 
home,  and  a  place  to  emigrate  to.  Thus,  instead 
of  looking  to  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  and 
making  such  propositions,  they  would  have  held 
on  to  these  lands  as  an  inheritance  to  our  children, 
and  our  children's  children,  for  ages  to  come.  I 
do  not  know,  sir,  of  any  man  in  this  body  who 
looks  to  anything  of  that  sort,  [laughter;]  but  one 
thing  I  will  say,  I  have  scarcely  evw  seen  a  public 
man  in  this  country  who  had  once  turned  his 
eyes  upon  the  purple,  and  gazed  intently  at  the 
White  House,  that  ever  afterwards  seemed  to  be 
fully  a  sane  man.  [Laughter.]  His  head  reels 
as  if  he  had  the  vertigo,  and  he  puts  up  at  auction 
whatever  he  thinks,  if  once  defeated,  would  help 
him  for  the  Presidency  at  a  succeeding  election; 
and  that  is  the  way  in  which  the  public  domain 
has  been  controlled.  Say  what  you  will  about  it, 
all  men  feel  it  and  know  it. 

Mr.  President,  1  do  not  know  that  I  exactly 
concur  with  him  who  said  8omeyear8ago,in  com- 
menting upon  this  matter,  that  we  never  would 
have  a  first-rate  man  again  as  President;  for,  he 
said,  that  understrappersand  understrikers  would 
never  let  a  man  of  prominent  ability  attain  to  the 
position;  that  no  such  man  could  ever  come  to  the 
presidency  of  the  nation,  because  the  understrap- 
pers and  seekers  for  oflice  would  be  eternally  for 
catching  a  man  whom  they  could  control.  He 
thought  we  never  would  have  a  President  of  any 
sice  or  account  again.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned, 


the  first  thing  that  you  see  these  presidential  as- 
pirants do — I  am  sorry  to  say  it;  I  apply  it  to  no 
party,  or  men — is  to  start  out  a  demagoging;  and, 
sir,  lie  draws  himself  up;  he  is  not  an  American 
at  all;  his  father  was  an  Irishman,  and  his  mother 
a  Dutchman.  [Laughter.]  That  is  the  beginning 
of  it.  Then,  though  he  has  no  respect  for  religion, 
no  regard  for  things  of  that  sort,  supposing  him- 
self in  his  peculiar  views  to  be  in  the  minority, 
and  though  he  may  be  an  infidel,  and  hate  all  re- 
ligion, the  next  thing  we  hear  he  is  making  the 
sign  of  the  cross,  and  muttering  all  sort  of  insen- 
sible jargon  over  the  country  to  catch  Catholics; 
[laughter,]  and  then,  sir,  to  top  off  the  thing,  he 
oA'ers  all  this  land  to  these  men,  just  as  the  wicked 
one  of  old  offered  to  oyr  Saviour  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world,  if  he  would  fall  down  and  worship 
him,  when  the  old  scoundrel  had  not  an  inch  of 
terra  firma  in  ail  creation  to  put  his  foot  upon. 
[Great  laughter.] 

Why,  sir,  every  man  understands  this  measure 
and  knows  what  it  means.  It  is  the  most  hollow, 
perfidious,  deceptive,  cajoling  thing  in  the  w/irld. 
It  proposes  to  give  our  public  land  to  these 
people,  when  it  is  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt  incurred  by  the  Mexican  war,  and  belongs 
to  the  States  equally.  It  does  not  belong  to 
politicians;  but  still  some  of  them  propose  this 
largess  or  bribe,  for  such  it  is,  and  nay,  "  Come  in, 
all  ye  Dutch  and  Irish."  Perhaps  they  may 
expect,  in  return,  to  hear:  "  We  will  make  you 
Presidents." 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  gentlemen  to  understand  that 
I  am  not  a  Native  American,  in  the  political 
sense  in  which  that  word  is  used.  I  have  a  pro- 
found respect  for  the  original  policy  which  was 
inaugurated  or  installed  at  the  origin  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  foreignefs.  I  believe  that 
we  nowcommonly  use  regal  and  imperial  terms 
when  speaking  of  a  matter  of  policy;  everything 
now-a-days,  whether  a  principle  or  n  measure,  is 
"  installed"  or  "  inaugurated."  I  say,  therefore, 
that  I  have  a  very  great  reverence  for  the  original 
policy  installed  or  inaugurated  by  the  founders  of 
our  Government  in  relation  to  foreigners.  I  have 
no  objection  to  allowing  a  foreigner  to  come  here; 
I  would  extend  to  him  the  right  hand  of  friend- 
ship; I  would  allow  him  to  become  a  citizen,  and , 
after  suflicient  residence,  be  eligible  to  office.  I 
would  encouroge  him  and  take  him  into  the 
body-politic.  Sir,  if  I  had  any  doubt  about 
the  propriety  of  this  policy,  it  would,  be  re- 
moved by  the  appearance  here  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  from  the  land 
of  Emmettand  other  patriots — a  land  which  has 
been  crushed  down  by  tyranny  for  a  thousand 
years.  It  does  good  to  the  heart  of  a  philanthro- 
pist and  patriot  to  see  a  man  of  his  integrity  apd 
character  come  here.  But,  sir,  I  adhere  to  the 
motto,  Falina  (en(e^-do  not  hasten  onwards  too 
fast.  There  is  a  gentleman  from  Lguisiana  here, 
who,  I  suppose,  may  be  considered  as  of  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin.  When  one  thinks  of  these  men,  he 
is  apt  to  inquire,  in  the  language  of  the  poet: 

"  Where  shall  Israel  lay  her  bleeding  feet  ? 
Where  shall  she  find  a  resling-place?" 

We  are  proud  to  answer  that,  under  the  folds  of 
the  stars  and  stripes,  she  shall  find  protection  and 
succor;  and  to  her  children,  as  to  others,  shall  be 
extended  the  rights  of  citizenship.  Thus  far  I  am 
willing  to  go;  but  I  cannot  agree  that  now,  when 
there  is  about  to  be  a  great  struggle  in  Europe,  we 
shall  invite  men  from  the  purlieus  and  faubourgs 
of  Paris,  from  the  outskirts  and  brothels  of  Lon- 
don, and  from  the  civil  and  revolutionary  wars  of 
Italy  and  Hungary.  I  cannot  consent  that,  upon 
a  mere  declaration  of  intention,  each  of  them  snail 
have  a  right  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
our  public  land.  Suppose  such  fellows  should 
come  here  in  large  numbers,  and  go  out  to  that 
land  of  flowers — Nebraska — a  country  beyond 
the  State  in  which  you  live,  Mr.  President,  and 
oneof  usshould  go  there.  If  we  went,  we  should 
find  it  a  perfect  Babel  of  confusion,  where  un- 
known and  innumerabletongues  were  spoken.  If 
a  man  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  should  go  among 
them,  and  they  should  find  that  he  had  not  been 
in  a  riot  anywhere  in  Italy,  that  he  had  not  been 
compelled  to  run  away  from  France,  but  that  he 
was  a  peaceable  American,  they  would  probably 
say  to  him,  "  How  did  you  come  here, sir?  Who 
did  you  murder  in  Tennessee,  or  in  Kentucky,  for 
which  you  ran  away  ?    Who  did  you  swindle  in 
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New  York,  or  what  did  yoa  iteal  in  Oliio,  that 
you  have^coaie  out  here  into  this  Babel  of  confu- 
sion i"  Sir,  are  these  the  people  whom  we  should 
build  up  into  a  State  in  that  far-off  region,  out  of 
the  ruined  fortunes,  the  ransacked  homes,  and  the 
brokenhearts  ofthered  men  of  the  forest?  Is  this 
your  philanthropy )  I  fear  this  is  exactly  what  it 
will  result  in. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  intimated  that  there  mav 
be  some  dtsiens  for  the  Presidency  connected  with 
this  bill,  or  course  I  would  not  intimate  that  any 
gentleman  here  th'Xis  seeks  the  Presidency.  If  any 
should,  I  would  ask  them  to  look  at  the  last  few 
instances  which  have  happened,  and,  I  think,  they 
will  find  that  they  attt  not  |^  out  to  the  people 
o«  any  great  public  measure  in  order  to  reach  that 
station.  For  example,  we  had  Mr.  Polk,  a  very 
clever  man,  who  is  now  dead.  He  reached  the 
Presidency  accidentally.  I  will  say  noihinK  fur- 
ther of  him;  for  de  nuriw  nil  nisi  bonvun.  Presi- 
dent Taylor  next  reached  that  station.  He  was 
a  good  soldier,  a  fine  citizen,  and  a  tolerable  Pres- 
ident., 

A  Sex AToa.  He  did  not  know  much.  [Laugh- 
Ur.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  Not  over  much.  [Re- 
Dewed  laughter.]  Then  Mr.  Pierce  got  there.  I 
know  he  is  busy  now.  I  do  not  mean  to  strike 
at  him,  because  at;  this  time  I  know,  and  the 
Presiding  Officer  of  this  body  knows,  that  the 
greatest  of  his  trouble*  is  to  decide  a  question, 
upon  which  I  suppose  he  is  very  religiously  and 
anxionaly  exercised;  that  is,  in  reference  to  ths 
distribution  of  the  spoils  and  plunder.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  deciding  woether  a  fellow  who  came  on 
the  lasLplatforin,  but  who  was  wrong  on  the  Buf- 
fitia  platform,  is  or  is  nnt  entiiird  to  consideration 
in  the  distribution  of  offices;  and  the  most  politico- 
religious  qusstion  which  I  have  ever  known,  in 
in^  day,  is  the  gmve  qusstion  now  before  the  Ad- 
minisimtion  of  this  country,  whether  the  prodigal 
•on  came  home  before  he  was  hungry,  or,  being 
half  lean,  came  home  because  the  old  man  had  a 
good  fat  calf.  [Laughter.]  That  is  the  grave 
question  which  they  are  consid^ing  at  this  time. 
Well,  sir,  from  these  illustrations  I  would  say 
to  men  of  this  description  that  they  should  lake 
the  thmg  very  quietly;  for,  sir,  no  gentleman  in 
the  country  is  safe  now.  He  does  not  know  what 
day  he  may  be  snatched  up  and  made  a  President 
before  he  thinks  aboat  it.  I  would  say  to  gentle- 
men, therefore,  that  they  had  belter  avoid  origin- 
ating great  measures  which  are  wrong  in  them- 
selves, but  should  stand  by  (|uietly,  and  some- 
body may  be  kind  enough  to  invite  them  out  for 
die  Presidency  one  of  these  days.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  President,  there  -is  another  consideration 
oonneeted  with  this  matter.  I  will  not  say  any- 
thing about  progressand  young  America,  for  some 
one  might  wish  to  contravene  it;  but  I  say  that 
our  climate,  agd  the  character  of  our  soil  and  popu- 
lation, havsengendered  and  inflamed  in  our  people 
a  wild,  progressive,  rabid  notion.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  socialism  from  France,  or  whether 
it  is  Koesuthism  from  Hungary  and  Italy;  but  I 
say  that,  from  the  infUsion  of  foreign  material,  or 
from  the  idiosyncracies  of  our  own  people,  they 
have  become  so  inflamed  and  so  restive  of  power 
that  if  they  were  so  concentrated  in  this  country, 
and  could  make  a  rsvolution  here  as  in  France  or 
in  England,  by  getting  possession  of  the  capital, 
our  inflammable,  revolutionary,  discontented,  dis- 
satisfied people  would  go  far  beyond  fillibusterism 
or  anything  of  that  sort,  and  would  strike  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  Qovemment  itself.  It  is  a  bless- 
ing that  they  are  not  so  concentrated.  I  ask  you, 
then,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  the  safety  and  the  per- 
petuity of  this  Union,  to  keep  our  public  domain, 
Bot  for  foreigners,  but  as  a  safety-valve,  as  a  means 
of  escape  to  let  off  the  wild,  unrestrained  spirits 
whom  we  have  amongst  us;  Vf  keep  it  as  a  place 
where,  among  Indians  and  buffaloes,  and  in  the 
deep  recesses  of  the  mountains,  and  in  reckless 
•nd  perilous  adventures,  such  men,  intolerant  of 
society,  averse  to  toil,  and  opposed  to  labor,  may 
go  out  and  waste  away  that  spirit  which,  if 
cramped  up  in  a  capital  that  controlled  a  nation, 
would  subirert  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
That,  sir,  with  me  is  a  grave  consideration. 

Sir,  I  trust  that  some  older  member  of  the  body 
will  give  the  Senate  the  statistics  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  our  public  domain.  1  am  diffident  to  do 
■o,  because  I  am  always  averse  to  speaking.  I 
ueapaas  but  aeldom  iijioa  th«  uieotion  of  ths 


Senats,  and  when  I  do  so,  it  is  only  when  I  think 
duty  requires  it  of  Me.  I  have  ventured  now  to 
speak  upon  this  subject,  because  1  think  deep  in- 
justice will  be  done  to  the  old  States  by  depriving 
them  of  their  just  share  of  the  public  domain.  1 
believe  further,  that  this  measure  will  be  injurious 
to  the  southern  States.  Thev  do  not  want  to 
have  foreigners  around  their  plantations,  corrupt- 
ing the  people,  injuring  their  children,  and  ex- 
cluding them  from  a  fair  pacticipaiion  in  the  ben- 
efits of  the  common  territory  of  the  Union. 

But,  Mr.  President,*  above  all  things,  when  you 
are  about  to  vote  this  gratuity,  remember  the  eter- 
nal principles  of  justice.  Millions  and  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  paid  by  treaty  in  Indian  an- 
nuities, and  in  extinguishing  Indian  titles;  vast 
amounts  of  blood  and  treasure  have  been  expended 
for  the  acquisition  of  our  public  domain.  For  the 
payment  of  the  money  thus  spent  you  have  taxed 
South  Carolina  and  Maine,  Massaehusetu  and 
Peonsylvania,  and  all  the  other  old  States.  Now, 
after  the  enormous  expenditure  at  which  these 
lands  have  been  bought,  it  is  proposed  to  give 
them  to  Hessians,  and  wild  men  from  all  parts  of 
Europe !  How  will  the  people  of  the  old  States 
like  it?  Recollect,  this  bill  will  cut  like  a  two- 
edged  sword ;  it  will  depreciate  the  value  of  land 
in  the  old  Slates,  and  at  the  same  time  it  will 
diminish  their  |iopulation.  The  reason  for  this  is 
obvious.  People  will  not  buy  land  in  the  old 
States  when  they  can  get  better  elsewhere  for 
nothing.  In  this  way,  the  men,  by  whose  blood 
and  treasure  the  public  territory  wasacquired,  will 
have  it  snatched  from  them;  and  that,  too, not  by 
receiving  in  return  its  original  cost,  but  it  will  be 
followed  by  a  great  depreciation  of  the  value  of 
their  property,  and  a  diminution  of  their  biuinsM 
and  population. 

There  are  some  other  matters  to  which  I  do  not 
now  wish  to  allude,  but  to  which  I  may  probably 
refer  before  the  bill  shall  be  finally  disposed  of,  if 
I  get  an  opportunity.  In  regard  to  the  policy  of 
it,  I  am  almost  cOnstrainad  to  say  that,  rather  than 
see  located  on  the  western  borders  of  Missouri  a 
people  aliens  and'  sirangen  to  us  in  blood,  aliens 
and  strangers  to  us  in  language,  as  confused  in 
language  as  were  those  who  were  endeavoring  to 
buiTd  the  tower  of  Babel ;  people  who  do  not  love 
us,  people  of  a  bad  stock,  (for  the  vagabond,  the 
pauper,  and  the  refugee  from  Europe,  or  from  our 
old  Stales,  are  those  who  are  to  receive  this  gra- 
tuity;) rather  than  see  such  a  confusion  of  tongues, 
such  a  ring-atreaked  and  speckled  set  put  up 'in 
our  far  off  territory,  as  a  sort  of  tm;»rium  in  tm- 
aerto  to  hold  the  balance  of  power  and  control  this 
Union,  I  would  wish  it  destroyed  like  Sodom  and 
Qomorrah,  and  lost  to  the  Union  forever;  for  we 
had  better  have  no  public  land  than  have  such 
neighbors. 

Again;  when  the  Senate  come  to  consider  this 
question,  I  Wish  them  to  bear  in  mind  that  there 
are  no  w  great  troubles  in  Europe,  and  that,  accord- 
ing to  recent  calculations,  it  would  cost  from 
$^,000,000  to  11,000,000,000,  to  make  our  navy 
equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  navy  of  France.  Suppose  three  or  four  bel- 
ligerent Powers  of  Europe  should  unite  to  send  a 
fleet  against  us;  they  could  bombard  and  born 
down  New  York,  come  up  the  Chesapeake  and 
Potomac,  and  take  this  Federal  City,  lis  off  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  destroying  property,  blockade 
California,  and  cut  us  off  from  all  communication 
with  her,  except  by  the  tedious  overland  routs, 
and  not  feel  the  absence  of  that  portion  of  their 
navy  which  would  be  required  for  these  objects. 
In  this  perilous,  in  this  helpless  condition, look- 
ing to  these  emergencies,  knowing  the  need  of  our 
naval  and  commercial  marine  in  a  proper  situation 
for  defense;  knowing  the  importance  and  value  of 
the  property  which  we  have  afloat  upon  the  ocean, 
for  the  protection  of  which  our  navy  is  necessary; 
I  ask  you,  in  a  time  of  peace,  if  we  ought  not  to 
be  prepared  for  a  time  of  war,  and  for  emergen- 
cies such  as  may  possibly  arise?  Let  us  not  act 
like  a  drunken  boy  who  wastes  away  his  inherit- 
ance by  throwing  his  dollars  to  the  crazy  mob 
around  him;  but  does  it  not  become  us,  as  Amer- 
ican statesmen,  to  husband  our  resources,  to  look 
at  eventualities,  to  look  to  justice?  Let  us  not 
offer  inducements  to  bring  in  reckless  foreigners 
who  will  lie  down,  like  the  locusts  upon  the  land 
of  Egypt.  Let  us  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  a  curse  to  the  country:  and  whether  you  had 
not  better  have  all  the  plagues  ol  Egypt,  locusts, 


frogs,  and  Kee,  thrown  in,  rather  than  have  tha 
country  settUd  up  in  this  way  with  a  State  or  col- 
ony in  the  West,  holding  power,  predominance, 
and  influence  in  the  Union  under  the  control  of 
alien  and  wrong  feeling.  ■ 

Sir,  1  have  no  more  to  say  at  present  upon  this 
bill,  and  1  do  not  know  that  I  shall  have  anything 
further  to  say  upon  it  at  any  time.  I  prefer  that 
some  one  elss  should  expose  it.  I  prefer  that  some 
one  else  should  investigate  the  ataticitics,look  at 
the  real  position  of  the  question,  and  expose  th» 
wickedness  of  the  proposition.  1  have,  in  a  soroe< 
what  incoherent  way,  given  my  convictions  and 
feelings  and  notions  about  it.  I  think  it  is  based 
upon  a  mistaken  principle.  It  is  a  radical  change 
in  our  public  land  system.  No  President  has  ever 
recommended  it.  There  is  no  call  for  it.  It  is  not 
needed  by  any  pressing  public  necessity.  It  i« 
wasting  away  our  means  tar  nothing.  I  hope  the 
bill  will  not  be  passed ;  but  if  it  should  pass,  though 
I  make  no  promises,  I  must  say,  notwithstanding 
what  has  been  heretofore  urged  in  reference  to  ths 
veto  power,  that  if  President  Pierce  should  veto 
the  bill,  I  am  not  so  certain  that  I  would  not  be  for 
him  for  the  succession ;  such  is  my  conviction  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  I  have  no  inten- 
tion, at  this  stage  of  the  diseiMSion,  to  enter  into  a 
full  review  of  this  whole  homestead  subject.  It 
has  been  very  well  said,  sir,  that  this  is  "  the  land 
of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the  brave;"  and  if 
there  is  anything  about  which  we  are  accustomed 
to  boast  on  the  fbarth  of  July,and  on  all  occasions 
of  national  festivity,  it  is  that  this  is  the  asylum  of 
theoppreSRsd  of  every  land.  Having  been  taught, 
sir,  from  my  earliest  infancy,  to  honor  and  revere 
these  sentiments,  it  will  not  astonish  Senators  if  I 
say,  that  I  do  not  fully  sympathize  in  the  senti- 
ments which  have  been  uUered  to-day  by  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  ^ntucky,  [Mr.  Tho>ip<on.) 

Like  that  honorable  Senator,  I  approve,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  the  idea  that  foreigners  coming  (o 
our  country  should  conform  themselves  in  their 
conduct  to  our  laws  and  toour  customs;  but  when 
they  have  done  so,  and  have  been  admitted  under 
our  laws  to  full  citizenship,  I  would  not  deprive 
them  by  my  policy  here  or  elsewhere,  of  one 
hundredth  part  of  a  single  privilege  which  right- 
fully belongs  to  an  American  citizen.  I  will  not 
vote  for  the  amendssent  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Wade.]  And  why?  Because  it  proposes 
to  put  foreigners  upon  an  equal  fooling  with  Amer- 
ican citizens,  before  they  become  American  citi- 
zens. I  care  not  where  a  msn  may  have  been 
born,  whether  in  France  or  in  Scotland,  in  Ireland 
or  in  Germany,  if  he  seek  an  asylum  upon  these 
shores — that  asylum  which  in  all  our  public  dec- 
larations, and  by  our  whole  public  policy  we 
have  guarantied  to  him-i-and  if  he  shall  live 
amongst  us  for  the  full  time  required  by  our  laws, 
and  shall  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship, 
1  would  have  him  enjoy  those  rights  to  their 
fullest  and  most  ample  extent.  But  until  that  has 
been  done,  t  cannot  consent  to  grant  him,  so  far 
as  the  occupancy  of  the  soil  is  concerned,  the 
rights  of  citizsnship  to  which  he  is  not  entitled 
under  the  general  laws  and  general  policy  of  the 
country. 

But  I  did  not  rise,  Mr.  President,  as  I  said  in 
the  beginning,  to  discuss  this  question  at  this  time. 
My  object  is  to  give  notice  to  the  Senate,  at  thie 
•tags  of  the  proceedings,  that  1  mean,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  move  a  substitute  for  the  whole 
bill.  I  may  say,  in  a  word,  that  I  have  never 
given  the  aanction  of  my  own  mind  to  the  policy 
of  giving  awa^  the  public  landa  to  American  citi- 
zens or  to  foreigners.  I  am,  however,  for  guaran- 
tying to  every  citizen  a  home.  Whether  he  be 
of  native  or  of  foreign  birth,  I  would  give  him  a 
home,  and  secure  him  in  the  possession  of  it.  E 
have  before  me,  and  ask  to  have  read  at  thia 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  a  proposition  which 
looks  to  that  end;  and  without  detaining  the  Sen- 
ate further,  I  send  it  to  the  Chair,  and  ask  to  have 
it  read  now,  giving  notice  to  the  Senate  that  I 
•hall,  at  the  proper  time,  move  it  as  a  substitute 
for  the  original  bill. 

I  will  remark  further,  in  this  connection,  that 
the  substitute  has  undergone  the  revision  of  th* 
Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and,  like  the  bill 
under  consideration,  has  received  their  full  sane« 
tion.  If  ons  be  adopted,  the  other  may  as  well, 
or  better,  be  rejected;  and  it  becomes  a  simpl* 
question  for  the  Senate  to  decide,  whether  tliajr 
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will  take  this  proposition,  which  was  first  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  or  the  one  now  under 
consideration,  and  which  has  also  been  recom- 
mended. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi gives  notice  that  he  will  hereafter  niuve  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  n  substitute,  which  will  be  read. 

It'was  read,  as  follows: 

Tlfil  IhR  Inw9  now  in  force,  ^ninlins  preSmptinn  to  ac 
tual  rtKlllcrsoii  the  public  lamJi*,  wlmll  cotumiii'  until  olhPf- 
wii^c  ordcrril  by  t.'ou^n;!w,  anil  Uml  ttie  saiue  be  cxleniled 
10  all  lltH  Territories  ol'tlie  United  Slates. 

Hec.  2.  Jlvd  ''C  it  further  ettarlrti,  Ttiat  from  and  after 
ttie  iKijvaife  of  ttiis  net,  ttie  rizltts  of  prei'tiiptore  tihall  lie  per- 
pelnateit,  tliat  i-4  to  hay :  peri^onfl  aeipiirini;  the  riithl  of 
preeiiipiioii.  ithall  retain  iheitanie  wilhtiiit  disturbance,  and 
wiUiiint  pnyuicnt  uf  any  kind  to  llie  United  3u:es,  bill  on 
tlicM:  enndilioii-' :  Fird.  Ttie  pn-oniptor  stiall  not  *ell, 
alienate,  or  dispose  of  his  or  her  ri^ht  for  a  con.Mdemlion  ; 
anil  if  be  or  6he  voluntarily  abandon  one  pret'miilion  and 
cliiirn  another,  no  right  Hhall  be  acquired  by  i^ueh  claim 
until  the  claimant  ^hall  tirst  have  lesliried,  under  o.i'h, 
beliire  the  register  of  the  land  nffice,  when  thr  elaitn  is 

R referred,  that  he  or  she  has  voluntarily  abandoned  his  or 
cr  original  preemption,  and  thntnocousideraliun,  reward, 
or  payiiieiit  of  any  kind,  has  beirii  received,  or  is  expected, 
diroeily  or  iudireclly,  as  an  indncenient  for  such  atiandon- 
mi'nl;  and  any  person  who  Hhall  testify  falsely  in  siich  cn-e 
shall  be  deemed  guilly  of  perjury.  Second.  Any  person 
claiinint;  and  holding  llie  right  of  preiimption  to  lands  under 
this  act,  may  be  required  by  the  .Stale  williiii  which  the 
Same  lies  to  pay  tuxes  thereon,  in  the  fame  manner  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  if  he  or  she  owned  the  said  land  in 
fee-simple  ;  and  in  case  such  lands  are  sotd  (tjT  taxes,  the 
iiurehitser  shall  acquire  llie  right  of  preenipiioii  only. 
Third.  Alisencu  of  the  preeniplor  and  liiu  family  for  six 
consecutive  months  shall  be  deeinvd  an  nhandoniiien'.and 
Ihe  land  shall.  In  such  case,  revert  to  the  Uiiiled  States, 
and  be  silbject  to  llie  saitie  dtsposili<in  as  other  putilic  lands. 
Sec.  3,  JInd  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  lands  entered 
upon,  and  held  under  Ihe  provisions  of  ihis  act,  or  the  im- 
provements thereon. shall  ev<-r  be  sohl  under  any  jiidgrneiil 
or  decree  for  any  debt  or  other  liability  or  penalty  to  ihe 
United  States;  iiorsbaJI  anyi-ale  of  ibe  same  liir  detit,urher 
liability,  or  penalty  (other  ihnn  lor  taxes)  under  Ihe  authority 
of  any  State,  *ir  the  courts  thereof,  eiilille  the  purchaser  to 
any  right  to  di'sliirb  the  possession  of  the  prednpinr  by 
purchase  from  the  (Joverninent;  nor  shall  ii  be  lawful  to 
u#ue  a  patent  lor  any  such  land  to  any  such  purchaser. 

Skc.  4.  -4mJ  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tJle  precinptor 
may  at«ny  time,  at  his  or  her  discretion,  enter  ihe  lands 

Creiimpted  by  paying  therefor  to  the  proper  officer  of  the 
bailed  Stales  one  dollar  nnd  twenty  five  cents  per  acre. 
Sec.  a.  <AtiA  he  U furthur  enacted^  That  in  ease  of  the 
prceniptor's  death,  if  a  married  man,  his  right  shall  survive 
10  Ills  widow  and  iiilant  children  ;  but  the  rights  of  the  older 
children  shall  cea>e  as  they  respeeiively  come  of  a^e,  or 
when  they  shall  reach  Ihe  age  of  twenty  one  years,  in  all 
cases  the  right  of  preemption  shall  remain  in  the  youngest 
child.  .And  in  case  of  ilie  death  of  both  father  and  moiher, 
leaving  an  infant  child  or  children,  the  exemilor,  ndniinis 
tralor,  or  guardian,  «l|^all,upon  submitting  satisfactory  proof 
of  that  faet  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  projier  land 
fiflicc,  be  entitled  to  a  patent  fur  the  land  so  preempted  for 
tJie  benefit  ol  said  infant  child  or  children,  and  mi;y  there- 
alter  sell  said  lands,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them,  for  tlie 
beuefitof  the  infant  child  or  children  aforesaiil. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  only  wish  to  say  that  the 
amendment  ofmycollengue  meets  my  entire  appro- 
bation; and  that  if  i  shall  be  here  when  the  vote 
is  taken  upon  it,  I  will  vote  for  it.  I  make  this 
explanation  merely  because  It  is  probable  that,  on 
account  of  the  indisposition  of  my  family,  I  may 
leave  here  in  a  few  tiays. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow  at 
one  o'clock,  so  that  we  may  have  an  Executive 
session. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  make 
his  motion  general,  to  postpone  until  to-morrow, 
and  rot  to  any  particular  hour,  for  we  may  be 
^ble  to  reach  the  bill  before  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Then  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  Ihe  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  opened. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 
A   message  was  received    from  the  House  of 
Representatives,    by    Mr.    Forney,   their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  had 
•igned  two  enrolled  bills. 

The  Pbesii>knt  thereupon  signed  the  en- 
rolled bill  to  authorize  the  school  commi.ssioners 
of  fractional  township  No.  1,  of  range  No.  10 
east,  in  Alabama,  to  locate  one  half  section  of 
land  for  school  purposes;  and  the  enrolled  bill  to 
amend  the  thirii  section  of  the  act  "  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1854, 
and  for  other  purposes." 


EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
munication from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  an- 
swer to  the  resiohition  of  the  Senate,  of  the  11th 
instant,  transmiitin?  information  in  relation  to  the 
contract  of  J.  W.  Kelly,  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  from  Bainbridge,  Georgia,  to  Appalachi- 
cola,  Florida;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  .Ipril  19,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Post  Office  Department,  transmitting 
specific  estimates  of  money  expected  to  be  required 
for  the  service  of  that  Department  for  the  year 
commencing  July  1,  1854. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  These  are  the  reg- 
ular annual  estimates  from  that  Department.  I 
move  that,  without  reading,  they  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  order  en- 
tered. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  same  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  an  estimate  for  the  ocean  mail 
service,  payableoutof  the  revenue  of  that  Depart- 
ment, for  the  year  coinmencing  Ist  July,  1854; 
which  was  also  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDER  OF    THE  DAT. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  call  of  committees  for  reports,  commencing 
with  the  Commillee  on  the  X^oat  Office  and  Post 
Roails. 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Almanzou  Huston. 

Mr.  0.  said:  The  committee  make  an  adverse 
report  upon  this  bill.  I  do  not,  however,  propose 
to  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  as  is  usual  in 
such  cases.  I  move  thai  ii  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  have  no  objection  to  its  being 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection,  it 
will  be  so  ordered. 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  the  following  Senate  bills,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  they  do  not  pass;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

S.  No.  303.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Llewellyn 
Washington;  and 

S.  No.  303.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M. 
Goggin. 

MAIL  CONTRACT. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  am  directed  to  report  back  Sen- 
ale  resolution  entitled  "A  resolution  for  extending 
an  existing  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  in  Ala- 
bama," with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 
I  desire  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  word  or  two 
of  explanation;  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  ask  the  House  to  let  me  put  the  resola- 
lion  on  its  passage,  knowing  that  members  have 
been  troubled  loo  much  with  such  applications  of 
late. 

The  facts  are  simply  these:  If  this  resolution 
be  not  passed  before  the  25th  of  this  month,  it  will 
be  of  no  consequence  to  the  parties  to  have  the 
resolution  passed  at  all.  I  would  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  that  the  committee  have 
taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  to  investigate  this  case, 
which  caused  some  excitementhere  the  other  day. 
!  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  the 
Postmaster  General  has  sent  us  copies  of  all  the 
correspondence  and  (Mntracta  and  petitions  and 
reports  which  have  been  made  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  committee  find  nothing  in  this  case  but 
what  is  fair  and  honest.  An  atlempl  was  made 
the  other  day  to  prejudice  the  House  in  relation 
10  this  case.     The  House  was  perhaps  prejudiced 


against  this  claim,  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Met- 
calfe, who  had  been  the  special  agent  for  the  Post  _ 
Office  Department  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  was 
connected  with  Mr.  Powell  in  the  contract.  I  de- 
sire to  disabuse  the  House  of  any  prejudice  thejr 
may  have  received  from  the  representation  of  this 
kind.  They  will  see  at  a  single  glance,  Mr. 
Speaker,  thai  it  is  not  reasonable  that  IhePosi- 
masler  General  should  have  discharged  Mr.  Met- 
calfe fiom  being  the  special  agent  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  that  he  should  still  have 
been  such  a  favorite  with  him,  that  after  having 
thus  discharged  hitn  he  should  award  Mr.  Met- 
calfe a  contntct  unjust  in  itself.  There  is  an  ab- 
surdity on  the  very  face  of  it.  It  is  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  there  should  be  such  relations  ex- 
isting between  Mr.  Metcalfe  and  the  Postmaster 
General  as  should  make  him  a  favorite  with  that 
olficer,  while  at  the  same  time  he  had  discharged 
him  from  being  a  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.  He  discharged  him,  not  because 
there  was  anything  wrong  In  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Metcalfe  as  agent,  but  under  the  general  rule  that 
obtains  that  when  there  ls%  change  of  Adniinls- 
trotion  there  should  be  a  change  of  officers — the 
Postmaster  General  being  a  Democrat,  and  Mr. 
Metcalfe  a  Whig. 

Mr.  GREY.  With  thegentleman'spermission, 
I  would  ask  him  to  slate  the  date  at  which  Mr. 
Metcalfe  ceased  to  be  the  special  agent  for  the  Post 
Office  Denartmeiit,  and  the  date  of  the  commence- 
ment of  this  contract. 

iMr.  OLDS.  I  am  unable,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
state  precisely  the  date.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Met- 
calfe was  discharged  some  time  in  June;  and  that 
thiscontracl  was  also  made  In  June,  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  month,  perhaps  the  lust  day,  or  a  day 
or  two  of  the  end  of  June. 

Now,  what  has  all  that  to  do  with  the  case  .> 
What  dilTerence  would  It  make  If  Mr.  Metcalfe 
had  been  discharged  upon  the  very  day  that  this 
contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Powell?  Mr.  Met- 
calfe came  into  this  contract  from  the  fact  that  he 
Is  the  special  friend  of  Mr.  Powell.  Mr.  Powell 
became  the  assignee  of  Wade  Allen,  who  formerly 
held  the  contract,  and  he  associated  with  himself 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  a  discharged  special  agent  of  the 
Post  Office  Deparlment;  and  after  Mr.  Powell  had 
associated  Mr.  Metcalfe  with  him,lnosniiichas  the 
Post  Office  Deparlment  could  have  no  objection  to 
his  being  thus  associated,  it  was  the  duty  of  Ihe 
Po.sttnaster  General,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in 
making  the  contract,  to  name  Mr.  Metcalfe  with 
Mr.  Powell  In  that  contract. 

But  I  ask  gentlemen.  In  order  to  disabuse  their 
minds  of  any  prejudice  that  may  have  been  cre- 
ated against  the  validity  and  honesty  of  the  con- 
tract by  the  fact  that  It  has  been  given  to  a  dis- 
charged agent,  or,  as  Is  represented,  an  agent  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  to  look  at  the  fact  that 
the  Posimu.ster  General  conceived  it  to  be  his  duly 
to  discharge  Mr.  Metcalfe,  who  was  a  Whig 
special  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  but 
at  the  same  that  he  fell  It  to  be  his  dutjr  to  dis- 
charge him  for  political  reasons,  and  political  rea- 
sons only,  lo  show  that  the  Poslmaster  General 
had  no  III  feeling  against  this  man,  he  was  willing 
that  he  should  be  associated  with  Mr.  Powell  In 
this  contract.  Would  you  infer  from  that  any 
favoritism  on  the  part  of  the  Poslmaster  General 
towards  Mr.  Metcalfe?  Then,  why  did  he  dis- 
charge him  from  the  post  of  special  agent  ?  He 
has  kept  othet  men  in  his  employ  who  are  Whigs. 
Why  did  he  discharge  Mr.  Metcalfe,  If  that  gen- 
tleman Is  such  a  friend  of  his  that  he  would  show 
him  favoritism  in  awarding  this  contract?  1  hope 
there  Is  no  prejudice  of  this  kind  existing  in  the 
minds  of  members. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  gentle- 
man permit  me  to  ask  hitn  a  question  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  lime  for  receiving  bids  for 
carrying  the  mails  in  all  that  section  of  country 
where  this  route  Is  has  been  closed.  I  suppose 
the  bids  have  all  been  opened,  and  that  It  Is  known 
to  the  Postmaster  General  now  what  propositions 
hove  been  made  for  carrying  the  mails  upon  that 
route  for  the  next  four  years  from  the  termination 
of  the  present  contract.  Does  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
know  onyihing  of  such  bids  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  know  anything  of  llie  kind,  it  must 
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b«  known  to  him  in  TioUtion  of  the  rulea  of  the 
Post  Office  Departmenl. 

Mr.  J0I4ES.  Well,  ifthegentlemiui  does  not 
wish  to  answer  the  (question,  I  will  not jpresB  it. 
Bat  this  ia  the  condition  of  this  caae:  The  con- 
tiactora  had  the  contract;  the  Postmaaler  Ueneral 
made  another  contract  with  them  for  additional 
service  at  ^4,000  per  annum,  with  the  condition 
that  if  he  could  not  get  authority  to  extend  the 
whole  contract  for  four  years  from  the  termination 
of  the  existing  contract,  he  would  pay  them  at  the 
rate  of  |30,000  instead  of  |34,000. 

Mr.  OLDS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  JONES.  Now,  if  the  PostmasUr  General 
kas  bids  for  transporting  the  mails  upon  this  route 
which  will  be  more  advantageous  to  the  Govern- 
ment  than  it  would  be  to  extend  this  contract,  I 
think  he  should  take  a  more  advantageous  bid, 
wid  pay  the  alternative  contract  of  $30,000. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  interrupted  my 
reply  to  his  question ;  out  I  deem  it  important  that 
I  should  finish  what  I  had  to  say  with  reference  to 
my  knowledge  of  other  bids,  and  what  those  bids 
were.  • 

Sir,  one  of  the  charges  made  the  other  day  by 
the  honorable  nntleman  from  Kentucky  against 
the  PostmaaterGeneral  was,  that  that  officer  did  not 
permit  him  to  go  into  the  rooms  of  the  clerks  in 
the  Post  OlBce  Department,  and  himself  examine 
the  paper*.  Why,  sir,  suppose,  the  Postmaster 
Genertil  should  give  permi^iion  of  that  kind  to 
the  public  generally,  what  would  be  the  result? 
What  might  be  the  result? 

If  you  extend  this  privilege  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  this  rule  should  be  adapted  in  all  the 
Departments — even  in  the  Department  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  Suppose  that  one  of  the  honor- 
able members  of  Congress  should  desire  to  go 
into  the  Department  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
examine  the  secret  correspondence  on  file  in  his 
office— correspondence  in  regard  to  which,  when 
you  call  upon  the  President  lor  copies  of  it,  you 
always  insert  a  provision  "  if  he  deems  it  not 
inexpedient  with  the  public  interests."    Yetth^ 

gentleman  says  if  this  rule  was  relaxed,  gen- 
emen  could  go  to  the  Post  Office  Department  and 
get  the  bids.  Precisely  a  case  of  this  kind  has 
occurred  within  three  or  four  days.  The  bids  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jonks] 
refers  were  opened  on  the  10th  of  April  by  the 
Assistant  Postmaster  General.  They  were  not 
known  to  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  but 
they  were  indorsed  and  opened  in  the  presence  of 
the  assistants,  and  are  entered  upon  the  books; 
•nd  no  person  has  a  right  to  know  anything  about 
them  until  they  are  declared  publicly  on  the  25th 
day  of  April.  A  case  occurred  since  the  opening 
of  these  bids,  on  the  10th  of  the  present  month, 
like  this:  A  contractor,  who  had  offered  a  bid  for 
a  mail  contract  at  |28,500,  ascertained,  in  some 
manner— I  do  not  know  how — that  he  was  under- 
bid. Upon  an  examination  of  the  entries  upon 
the  books  of  the  Department,  it  has  been  found  that 
that  bid  of  138,500  has  been  changed  to  |23,500. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.    Upon  what  route? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  do  not  recollect  upon  what  route 
it  was.  The  Postmaster  General  found  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  order  the  clerk  of  the  Department, 
having  charge  of  that  particular  desk,  to  give  an 
account  of  himself.  Another  clerk  in  that  De- 
partment addressed  a  communication  to  the  Post- 
master General,  declaring  that  the  clerk  who  is 
ordered  to  give  an  account  of  himself  is  innocent 
ofthechaige.  The  Postmaster  General  says  to 
Urn,  "If  you  know  this  man  is  innocent,  you 
must  know  who  is  guilty.  Tell  me  who  is  the 
guilty  person."  But  he  would  not  do  it,  not  be- 
cause, It  is  supposed,  that  he  himself  has  changed 
the  bid,  but  that  he  is  cognizant  of  the  fact  that 
the  contracter  himself  has  had  access  by  some 
means  or  other  to  the  books  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  has  seen  the  bids,  and  if  the  fact  should 
be  established  upon  the  contractor,  he  would 
b*  forever  precluded  from  making  any  further 
cootraets.  This  clerk  submits  to  the  degrada- 
tion of  resigning  rather  than  implicate  the  guilty 
peraon  in  the  transaction.  I  refer  to  this  case  to 
I  ohow  the  necessity  of  the  rule  established  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  that  the  papera  in  charge  of 
the  clerks  in  the  different  bureaus  should  not  b« 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  what- 
•Tsr. 

Mr.  GREY.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Outs]  ptits  a  siogtiiar  phase  upon  this  affair.  Have 


we  any  "SiateBacrets,"orreeordsofdeiioBten^o- 
tiations  with  foreign  Governments,  in  the  Post  Office 
Department?  1  claimed  the  right,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
to  make  a  persofuU  examination  of  the  "  public 
reco.rds,"  with  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the 
clerks  having  charge  of  them  in  the  public  rooms, 
which  the  chairman  of  that  committee  [Mr.  Olds] 
knows  was  never  before  denied  to  the  members 
of  that  committee  or  of  Congress.  He  has  often 
gone  there,  as  well  as  myself,  and  never  was 
denied  the  exercise  of  the  privilege  I  claimed;  and 
when  I  spoke  to  him  of  those  new  rules  and  regu- 
lations, he  replied:  "  1  should  like  to  see  any  of 
them  refuse  to  aHow  me  to  go  in  and  see  the  bids." 
And  yet  he  comes  in  here  and  makes  the  speech 
he  has  this  morning,  from  which  it  might  bs 
inferred  that  I  wished  to  examine  the  bxM;  yet, 
sir,  he  knows  I  wanted  to  see  no  such  thing.  He 
knows  the  itnocied  on  bids  are  not  ■■  public 
records."  All  bids  ars  loeJfceii  up  when  received 
for  the  annual  leltings  until  a  certain  day,  of 
which  notice  is  given  in  the  printed  advertisements 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  when  the  seal  of 
each  bid  is  broken  in  the  presence  of  the  Post- 
master General.  Then  the  clerks  are  locked  up 
with  them  in  certain  specified  rooms  until  they 
record  all  of  them  (which  have  been  received) 
into  large  books.  The  doors  of  the  rooms  are 
locked  until  all  the  bids  are  thus  recorded,  and 
until  ths  Postmaster  General  bos  reviewed  the 
bids  and  decided  to  which  bid  each  contract  shall 
be  assigned.  Up  to  that  time  they  are  the  "  secret 
records"ofthePost Office  Department.  Butfrom 
the  time  that  those  decisions  are  made,  the  doon 
ore  thrown  open,  the  books  are  subject  to  inspec- 
tion, and  all  are,  or  have  ever  heretofore  been, 
permitted  to  come  in  and  examine  them. 

Now,  1  ask  any  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of 
this,  or  who  was  a  member  of  any  preceding  Con- 
gress, if  he  has  ever  known  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, a  contractor,  or  bidder,  to  be  refused  the 
privilege  of  going  to  the  clerks'  rooms  to  inspectthe 
public  records  of  the  Department  until  since  this 
case  for  action  ?  But  now,  forsooth,  all  who  de- 
sire to  look  at  the  papcn  and  books  of  the  Depart- 
ment, are  required  to  go  into  the  room  of  the  Post- 
msster  or  AssistaptPostmairterGeneral, and  there 
await  their  pleasure  to  bring  in  the  public  records 
of  the  Department,  that  they  may  examine  them. 
This  is  done  by  a  Democratic  Administration  I 
Why  done,  sir?  Is  it  in  order  to  conceal  and 
smother  and  hide  their  doings  i  ^hat  member, 
of  this  House  has  leisure  to  go  through  all  that 
formula,  and  yield  to  all  that  ridiculous  etiquette 
and  nonsense  sought  to  be  enforced  by  an  eoilem 
and  ctlj  gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  that  Depart- 
ment. Sir,  the  Postmaster  General  sent  a  message 
to  us  requesting  that  we  should  sanction  an  illegal 
act  of  his,  in  order  to  give  it  validity.  The  mat- 
ter was  referred  for  investigation  to  the  committee 
of  which  I  was  a  member.  1  introduced  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  information— for  the  faeU  in  the 
ease,  and  for  the  data  upon  Which  the  Postmaster 
General  had  assumed  the  privilege  of  making  sri- 
tateif  a  contract  on  a  mail  route  for  the  next  four 
yeara,  when  the  law  petUively  requires  that  he 
shall  advertise  and  relet  every  four  yeara  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  The  reply  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral was  contradictory  in  itself — incomplete,  and 
did  not  state  the  facts  as  thev  existed. 

Sir,  I  caaa  establish,  by  the  report  itself,  all  I 
have  chained.  The  report,  I  say,  does  i>ot  state 
all  ths  facts  truly,  but  withholds  some,  and  equiv- 
ocates insincerely  as  to  others;  therefore  I  desired 
a  personal  examination.  But  lo  and  behold !  His 
Honor  had  just  then  adopted  an  order,  which 
said,  in  substance,  "  If  you  are  not  latufied  witk 
Mqr  report,  you  shall  not  have  any  additional  infonna- 
tion,  nor  tJu  chance  of, detecting  my  erron."  Sir, 
if  all  had  been  honeet  and  fair  on  those  records, 
would  not  he  and  his  second  assistant  have  desired 
an  examination  of  their  records  ?  Secret  records  in 
regoni  to  the  nukimg  of  mial  contracts  by  the  Post- 
master General !  Sir,  do  you  call  that  one  of  the 
prindples  of  this,  the  **  age  of  progress?" 

Thus,  sir,  has  the  Postmaster  Gleneral  asked  us 
to  indorae  his  illegal  acts,  and  refused  to  permit  us 
to  see  and  know  uiedata  upon  which  he  presumed 
to  violate  a  positive  law  of  Congress  in  regard  to 
"letting"  of  mail  contracts.  1  proposed  to  in- 
troduce into  this  Democratic  House  of  Consress 
a  resolution  asking  the  Postmaster  General  for  a 
copy  of  tboM  new  rules  of  his.    But,  it  not  being 


"reaolation  day,"  any  one  member  objecting 
would,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  prevent  my 
^ettinga  vote  upon  them.  One  member  did  ob- 
ject, and  I  now  give  notice  that  I  will,  when  it  lain 
order,  again  ask  for  copies  of  those  new  ruiu  which 
seem  to  have  been  aanpted  to  conceal  the  facts  in 
regard  to  this  particvlar  case. 

Mr.  OLDS,  (interrupting.)  I  am  sorry  to  bs 
obliged  to  interrupt  the  gentleman,  but  he  if  ex- 
tending his  remarks  somewhat,  and  I  miift  re- 
sume what  I  have  to  say;  and  the  gentleman  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  bring  up  the  matter  on 
which  he  is  speaking  at  some  other  time;  and,  if 
he  chooses,  after  1  have  finished  my  remarks. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gret]  one 
question  before  he  takes  his  seat.  Did  I  under- 
stand thegentleman,  when  hespokeupon  this  sub- 
ject some  days  ago,  to  state  when  he  was  told  at  the 
Post  Office  Department  that  he  could  not  go  into 
the  rooms  of  the  darks  to  examine  books  or  rec- 
ords, that  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General  told 
him  at  the  same  time  that  he  would  send  for  all 
the  books  and  papera  appertaining  to  the  subject 
which  the  gentleman  wished  to  mvestigate,  and 
that  be  would  exhibit  them  to  him  in  his  room  ? 

Mr.  GREY.  He  replied  to  me  that  he  would 
send  a  clerk  for  the  books  and  papera,  (I  presume 
he  meemt  for  such  as  I  desired  to  see,)  and  told 
me  of  the  rules  and  regulations  that  had  been 
adopted. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  reeolleet  very  distincdy  that, 
during<helast  Administration,  an  order  was  mads 
in  ths  Psnsian  Office  that  neither  a  member  of  thia 
House  or  of  the  Senate  could  go  into  a  clerks 
room  and  look  for  a  bounty  land  warrant,  without 
firat  going  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  or  to 
the  chief  clerk,  and  getting  an  order  to  permit 
him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  OLDS.  And  I  am  told  that  that  rule  m 
still  enforced. 

Mr.  JONES.  Most  frequently  under  that  rul« 
they  sent  for  books  and  papera,  and  ha^  them 
brought  to  the  Commissioner's  or  clerk's  room. 
Now,  I  ssk  the  gentleman  firom  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Gaev]  if  there  is  any  room  in  the  Post  Office  De 
partment  where  they  permit  contractora  to  see 
any  of  these  bids  until  they  are  opened  and  de- 
cided upon  by  the  Department  and  reeistered  ?  1 
ask,  further,  if,  when  the  bids  are  decided  and 
registered,  they  are  not,  from  that  time,  opened 
to  the  inspection  of  everybody — contractora,  bid- 
den, and  all  otUerperaons  who  wish  to  see  them  t 

Mr.  GREY.  'The  gentleman  is  well  aware  that 
I  did  not  desire  to  see  any  bids.  Sir,  it  was  before 
the  lettings  now  going  on  at  the  Department  that 
I  went  to  examine  the  facts  in  regard  to  thisneeiol 
contract  of  the  Postmaster  General,  whidi  he 
made  lost  summer  and  fall,  but  which,  by  law, 
was  obliged  to  be  made  nets.  Yes,  sir,  now,  and 
at  thesepresent  "  lettings. "  Sir,  there ^re  records 
.in  the  Pension  Office  relating  to  private  rights 
and  the  interests  of  poor  widows  and  orphans, 
which  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  be  investigated  by 
specultttort,  who  thereby  could  ascertain  the  pen- 
sions due  to  minora,  and  thus  buy  them  up 
for  a  mere  song,  before  the  heira  could  find  out 
their  value.  But  the  gentleman  admits  that  by 
calling /irjl  on  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  or 
chief  clerk,  he  teas  allowed  to  go  to  the  rooms 
and  examine  the  "records."    But,  sir,  did  the 

fentleman  ever  hear  of  a  member  of  Congress 
eing  refused  to  examine  the  "public  records" 
of  that  Department  until  after  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral sent  to  Congress  for  their  sanction  of  his 
conduct  in  regard  to  this  mail  contract?  That  is 
the  point,  sir. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  wish  to  do  my  colles^e  justice 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
committee  before  the  one  in  which  he  resigned  hi* 
position  as  a  member  of  that  eommitfte,  the  gen- 
tleman stated  his  griefs.  I  was  not,  at  that  time, 
aware  of  the  existence  of  the  order  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  for  it  had  been  my  practice 
universally  to  go  to  the  head  of  a  Department,  who 
sent  for  a  clerk  to  eotne  and  give  me  the  inft^rm- 
ation  I  called  for;  and  I  did  so  now.  1  told  that 
gentleman  that  I  would  go  with  him  to  the  De- 
partment, and  that  we  would  have  full  access  to 
all  thfr  papera  we  desired  to  see.  Perhaps  I  used 
the  very  language  the  gentleman  has  quoted  this 
morning.  I  make  this  statement  in  justice  to  the 
gentleman,  for  I  have  always  hsd  a  very  high' 
.regard  for  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  naviog. 
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been  associated  with  him  for  three  years  upon  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
and  I  feel  the  same  regard  for  him  to-day. 

But,  sir,  the  explanation  which  I  have  given  to 
the  House  this  morning,  which  the  gentleman  says 
I  have  made  to  go  out  to  the  public,  I  have  not 
made  at  the  request  of  the  Postmaster  General; 
iteither  have  I  communicated  the  facts  which  1 
have  communicated  as  coming  from  him.  He  has 
called  upon  me  to  make  no  explanation  in  his  be- 
half. I  was  only  speaking  of  the  necessity  there 
is  for  such  an  order  as  the  gentleman  complains  of 
having  been  made  at  the  Department,  and  of  which 
I  myself  was  ignorant  until  my  attention  was 
called  to  it  by  the  complaint  of  tne  gentleman  in 
this  case.  If  the  gentleman  himself  will  reflect 
upon  it  for  a  moment,  he  yill  see  the  necessity 
there  is  for  such  a  regulation. 

Take  another  case  in  connection  with  this  De- 
partment. Who  does  not  know  that  removals  take 
place  every  day  in  the  Post  Office  Department, 
upon  charges  that  do  not  go  to  the  public,  and 
upon  charges  which,  perhaps,  the  person  himself 
has  no  knowledge  of.'  Does  the  gentleman  say 
that  it  would  be  right  that  members  of  Congress 
should  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  room  of  the  clerk 
having  charge  of  the  petitions  for  the  appointment 
and  removalof  postmasters,  and  should  have  the 
privilege  of  examining  all  these  petitions,  and  all 
the  private  correspondence  in  relation  to  them 
— correspondence  of  members  of  Congress  and 
others,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  public  to  the 
world  ?  Should  they  be  made  acquamted  with  all 
these  secrets,  which  are  peculiarly  the  business  of 
the  Department.' 

Why,  suppose  a  charge  is  made  against  a  post- 
master for  robbing  the  mail,  or  suppose  he  liim- 
self  makes  the  charge  against  another.  Suppose 
the  charges  and  the  evidence  are  such  as  to  satisfy 
the  Postmaster  General,  but  not  such  as  to  war- 
rant him  in  instituting  legal  proceedings;  but  he 
thinks  himself  called  upon,  in  the  administration 
of  his  Department,  to  remove  the  delinquent  post- 
master. Would  the  gentleman  have  these  charges 
made  public;'  Would  not  the  making  of  them 
public  remove  the  only  means  in  his  poorer  of  de- 
tecting the  guilty  postmaster,  by  putting  him 
upon  his  guard .'  Mr.  Speaker,  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  there  is  reason, and  good  reason,  nay,  sir, 
tliat  there  is  a  necessity,  that  such  a  regulation  as 
is  now  complained  of  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  snould  exist  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Government. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  said  what  I  have  upon  this 
subject,  not  as  wishing  to  raise  any  hard  feeling 
against  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  this  House.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  such  exists.  I  certainly  entertain 
none,  and  am  sure  no  other  gentleman  does;  but 
I  have  made  this  reference  because  I  feared  that 
the  resolutions  which  I  have  recommended  for 
the  adoption  of  the  House,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  might  be  prejudiced  by  the  complaints 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  Sir,  I  protest  against  any 
Buch  prejudice  being  raised.  What  has  the  Post- 
master General  done  in  relation  to  the  matter  ? 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  offers  a  resolution 
calling  upon  him  for  copies  of  all  correspondence 
concerning  this  case.  And  what  is  the  reply  of 
the  Postmaster  General  ?  He  transmits  copies  of 
every  paper  in  the  possession  of  the  Department 
which  was  called  for;  and  not  only  that,  but  he  has 
marked  them  for  the  inspection  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  or  any  other  member  of  the 
House.  I  challenge  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
*orany  other  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  to  pointto 
the  first  scintilla  of  evidence  that  has  not  been  fur- 
nished by  this  correspondence,  so  that  if  there  is 
anything  wrong  in  theconlroct  made  with  Messrs. 
Powell  and  Metcalfe,  gentlemen  can  ascertain  it 
for  themselves. 

This,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  case.     The 
Postmaster  General  sent  his  special  agents  to  in- 
vestigate the  state  of  the  service  upon  this  mail 
route,  and  they  reported  to  him  that  the  service 
was  not  sufficient  for  carrying  the  mail  upon  it. 
The  Chamberof  Commerce  of  New  Orleans  made 
B  special  request  of  the  Postmaster  General  for 
increased  mail  facilities  on  that  route. 
Mr.  GREY.    What  is  ihedateofths  contract .> 
Mr.  PHILLIPS.     It  is  not  dated. 
Mr.  OLDS.    The  date  is  not  here.    Perhaps 


I  am  unable  to  give  the  date.    I  have  not  turned 
my  attention  to  anything  with  regard  to  dales, 
seeing  nothing  wrong  in  the  whole  matter. 
Mr.  GREY.     Has  the  gentleman  the  copy  of 


the  memorial? 
Mr.  OLDS. 
Mr.  GREY 
Mr.  OLDS 


I  have. 

Does  it  not  give  the  date? 
It  does  not. 
I  say  that  there  were  complaints  from  the  people 
all  along  the  route  at  the  feeble  manner  in  which 
the  mail  service  was  performed,  and  calling  for 
increased  mail  facilities;  and  your  Postmaster 
General,  as  in  duty  bound,  calleo  on  the  postmas- 
ters along  that  route  for  information.  Copies  of 
that  information  have  been  given.  He  sent  a  spe- 
cial agent  from  the  Post  Office  Department  to  make 
investigation.  His  report  is  also  given.  The 
report  recommended  that  the  service  should  be  put 
on  the  river.  The  Postmaster  General  asked  for 
bids  from  Ihe  steamboat  owners,  and  the  lowest 
bid  that  he  received  for  the  performance  of  the 
service  was  $50,000  for  six  months,  which  was  at 
the  rate  of  glOO.OOO  per  annum.  Now,  what 
could  the  Postmaster  General  do.'  The  people 
demanded  this  increase  of  mail  facilities;  the  bids 
of  the  steamboat  owners  were  too  exorbitant.  He 
could  not  make  a  contract  of  that  kind.  He  then 
called  on  Messrs.  Metcalfe  and  Powell,  who  had 
the  existing  contract,  for  a  proposition  for  double 
daily  service  for  running  two  coaches.  They 
were  willing  to  perform  it  for  a  pro  rata  compen- 
sation. They  were  receiving  $36,000,  and  they 
were  willing  to  perform  double  service  for  $36,000 
more,  which  would  make  §72,000  per  annum — 
still  J28,000  less  than  the  lowest  bid  put  in  by  the 
steamboat  owners  for  the  performance  of  the  same 
service. 

The  Postmaster  General,  after  the  fullest  inves- 
tigation, made  an  on"er  to  Messrs.  Metcalfe  and 
Powell  that  the  double  daily  service  should  be 
performed  for  §24,000  in  addition  to  what  they 
already  received.  They  were  unwilling  to  make 
this  contract.  They  were  unwilling  for  that  com- 
pensation to  double  their  stock  on  the  road,  to 
enlarge  their  stablinp,  which  they  would  have  to 
do  if  they  entered  into  the  contract.  To  do  so 
would  require  an  outlay  of  $30,000,  which,  if 
they  did  not  get  a  continuance  of  the  contract 
from  the  30th  of  June  next,  would  be  thrown  on 
their  hands  as  lost.  They  objected  then  to  enter-- 
ing  into  Ihe  contract  unless  they  had  some  kind 
of  assurance  from  the  Foslmaster  General  that 
they  could  be  continued  in  that  service  for  four 
years  longer.  The  Postmaster  General  had  no 
power  to  make  the  contract  beyond  the  30th  day 
of  June;  but,  as  an  inducement  to  these  men  to 
take  that  contract  and  expend  their  $30,000  in 
increase  of  stock  and  stabling,  and  in  repairing 
the  road — for  Mr.  Powell  himself  expended 
$15,000  in  building  a  bridge  on  the  road  at  his 
own  expense — the  Postmaster  General  gave  them  ; 
the  assurance  that  he  would  make  a  recommend- 
ation to  Congress  that  the  contract  should  be 
continued  four  years  longer. 
I  Now  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show 
that  it  is  more  than  the  service  is  worth.  On  the 
contrary  the  evidence  is  that  it  is  not  beyond  the 
!  real  value  of  the  service  to  be  performed.  There  j 
i.s  not  a  particle  of  evidence  that  bids  would  be  i 
put  in  at  a  lower  rate.  ; 

But  the  point  which  I  wish  to  urge  upon  the  i 
consideration  of  the  House  is  this:  Messrs.  Pow- 
ell and  Metc^lf,  have  been  induced  to  take  this  con- 
]  tract  and  make  an  outlay  of  $30,000,  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
would  extend  their  contract  four  years  longer;  and 
if  this  controct  is  to  be  abrogated,  or  if  Congress 
should  refuse  its  assent  to  the  extension  of  the 
contract,  and  it  is  let  to  the  lowest  bidders,  and  . 
they  shall  not  be  the  lowest  bidders,  they  will  in- 
cur a  loss  of  $25,000  or  S.'IOiOOO  in  consequence  \ 
of  having  acted  on  what  they  supposed  would  be, 
and   what  really  is,  the  recommendation  of  the 
Postmaster  General  that  the  contract  should  be 
continued  four  years  longer.  .  1 

There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show  that 
everything  about  the  contract  has  not  been'  fair. 
I  believe,  on  my  honor,  that  a  fair  and  just  con- 
tract has  been  made  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
in  accordance  with  his  usual  desire  to  advance  the 
interests  of  Ihe  country  in  the  administration  of 
his  Department.  For  I  believe  that  if  Postmaster 
General  Campbell  has  a  fault  at  all,  it  is  that  of ' 
being  too  close  and  economical  in  the  administra-  i 


lion  of  his  department  of  the  Government,  rather 
than  that  he  is  at  all  disposed  to  lend  himself  to 
anything  that  looks  like  over-payment  for  any 
service  that  may  be  performed. 

Now,  I  ask  the  House,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, with  this  understanding  upon  the  part  of 
Messrs.  Powell  and  Metcalfe,  that  they  should 
have  the  contract  for  four  years  longer.  Congress 
assenting  to  the  same — I  ask  if  it  is  just  that  we 
should  refuse  to  pass  this  resolution,  ond  throw 
the  loss  upon  these  individuals  who  have  come  in 
to  the  aid  of  the  Post  Office  Department  in  the 
very  hour  of  its  need,  and  throw  this  loss  upon 
them  in  consequence  of  their  liberality,  and  their 
desire  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.' 

I  think  the  resolution  ought  to  pass;  and,  to  make 
it  etfective,  it  ought  to  be  passed  at  once;  for,  if  it 
is  not  passed  before  the  25th  of  this  month,  the 
bids  which  have  been  made  under  the  advertise- 
ments will  then  be  declared,  and  it  will  be  too  late, 
because  the  Postmaster  General  must  then  award 
the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder,  whether  the  low- 
est bid  be  $150,000,  $100,000,  or  $50,000.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  House  will  at  once  put  the 
resolution  upon  its  passage.  I  am  willing,  how- 
ever, thai  any  gentleman  shall  now  have  the  floor 
who  wishes  to  speak  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion. Does  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Gret]  desire  to  speak  in  opposition  to  it? 

Mr.  GREY.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  only. 
Mr.  OLDS.  Before  yielding  the  floor,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  bill  from  going  into  the  fifth  class 
of  business  on  the^eaker'a  table,  in  case  a  mo- 
lion  should  be  made  and  carried  to  proceed  to  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  I  desire  to  submit 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

[Mi-.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enroll^ 
Bills,  reported  back  as  correctly  enrolled,  the  fol- 
lowing bills;  which  thereupon  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Speaker: 

An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  John  Guzman,  of  Lou- 
isiana; and 

An  act  establishing  a  land  office  in  the  lower 
peninsula  of  Michigan.] 

Mr.  GREY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject-matter 
of  this  resolution  does  not  immediately  interest 
me  or  my  constituents.  When  it  was  first  brought 
up  before  this  House  I  was  not  in  my  seat,  but 
coming  in  while  it  was  under  discussion,  I  learned 
that  it  was  a  contract  in  violation  of  the  general 
laws  governing  the  'Meltings  "  of  mail  contracts, 
that  it  was  a  contract  made  under  the  discretionary 
power  of  the  Postmaster  General.  That,  sir, 
drew  my  attention  to  it  more  particularly  than  any- 
thing else,  because,  by  and  under  tlie  exercise  of 
these  "  discretionary  powers"  and  privileges,  in 
violation  of  the  lams  of  tne  country ,  the  State  which 
you  ond  I  in  part  represent,  have,  I  will  not  say 
been  swindled  by  the  Post  Office  Department  out 
of  $10,000  per  annum,  by  the  operation  of  that 
dangerous  "  discretionary  power;"  I  do  not  like 
to  use  the  word  "swindled."  But  I  will  say, 
here,  that  the  State  of  Kentiicky  has  been  un- 
justly and  ilUgallij  charged  about  $100,000  within 
the  last  year  for  mail  facilities  and  about  half  that 
sum  per  year  previous,  under  a  contract  made  in 
violation  of  law,  and  now  continued,  and  the  service 
upon  which  has  never  been  performed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  and  stipulations  of  that  illegal 
contract.  Nor  has  it  benefited,  but  has  been  of 
actual  injury  and  prejudice  to  our  mail  facilities 
in  Kentucky. 

That  is  a  matter,  Mr.  Speaker,  about  which 
you  and  I  had  some  conversation  during  last  Con- 
gress, and  went  together  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  see  about;  and  1  then  protested  against  it, 
and  insisted  the  contract  on  that  route  snould  be 
■'  let"  according  to  law,  and  to  the  adveVtisements 
then  published  for  bids  upon  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gket]  when 
the  contract  of  which  he  speaks  was  made? 

Mr.  GREY.  When  the  contract  in  Kentucky 
was  made? 
Mr.  HARRIS.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  GREY.  If  the  House  will  allow  me  tiip 
digression,  I  will,  if  he  desires  it,  explain  to  the 
gentleman.  In  1850  the  contract  was  let  to  carry 
the  mail  from  Louisville  to  St.  Louis,  by  the  way 
of  the  Ohio  river,  for  $10,000  a  year,  by  J.  C. 
Buckles,  or  Buckles  ond  a  partner,  perhaps. 
There  was  some  personal  disagreement  between 
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Buckle*  and  the  present  Second  Aasistant  Poal- 
moBtcr  General,  which  induced  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  last  and 
this  Congress  to  believe  that  Buckles  had  been 
unjustly  dealt  with.  Buckles  wasserinusly  fined, 
his  pay  withheld  Trom  him,  his  contract  forfeited, 
and  given  to  Messrs.  Sherlock  and  Shirley ,  without 
adverluement  for  bids,  but  under  this  odious  "  dii- 
erttionory  pmetr,"  at  a  much  higher  price  of  com- 
pensation than  had  been  given  to  Buckles.  Sher- 
lock and  Shirley  performed  theserviceso  badly  that 
complaints  were  loud  and  universal,  and  Congress, 
in  August,  1853,  passed  an  act  which  made  it  the 
"  duty  of  thevFostmaster  General  to  issue  pro- 
posals and  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails"  on  that  route. 

Accordingly,  on  the  31st  December,  1853,  ad- 
vertisements were  published  by  the  then  Post- 
master General  for  bids  for  the  service,  "on  suit- 
able and  safe  steamboats,"  for  four  years  from  Ist 
of  July,  1853.  1st.  From  Louisville  to  Evans- 
ville  and  back,  daily.  3d.  From  Evansville  to 
Cairo  and  back,  daily.  3d.  Between  Cairo  and 
St.  Louis,  daily.  The  bids  to  be  received  at  the 
Post  Office  Department  by  10th  February,  1853, 
to  be  considered  and  decided  on  by  the  1st  March, 
and  service  to  commence  the  let  July,  1853. 
Well,  sir,  in  Jemuary,  1853,  Mr.  Shirley  came  on 
here,  feod  obtained  an  extra  allowance  upon  his 
contract,  (which  I  believe  was  then  at  about 
140,000  per  annum,)  running  his  pay  up  to 
f70,000  per  annum;  and  from  Ist  February,  1853, 
until  the  service  should  coimnence  upon  the  new 
contracts,  thai  ia,  those  to  be  let  1st  March,  1853. 
This  extra  allowance  contract  to  Shirloek  and 
Shirley  waa  recommended  by  the  present  Second 
Assistant  Postmaster  General.  I  protested  against 
it,  for  I  knew  it  waa  in  violation  of  law,  and  I 
believed  it  would  tend  to  fix  the  price  for  that 
service  from  Louisville  to  St.  Louis  at  |70,000 
per  annum,  which  was  greatly  above  the  steam- 
boat  daily  service  between  Louisville  and  Cincin- 
nati, (which  is  $10,500  for  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  miles.)  I  knew,  too,  that  Shirley  and  Shirloek 
had  never  performed  the  service  with  any  regu- 
larity; for  the  district  I  represent  fronts  upon  the 
Ohio  river  (or  hundreds  of^miles,  and,  sir,  I  believe 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  present  Second  Assistant 
Postmaster  General  to  afibrd  to  Shirloek  and  Shir- 
ley the  means  by  this  $70,000  to  get  their  line  of 
packets  so  regularly  established  irom  Louisville 
to  St.  Louis  before  the  new  contract  could  be 
ready  to  commence  operation,  that  the  new  con- 
tractors could  not  compete  with  their  opposition 
tine,  and  would  be  thus  compelled  to  give  up  to 
Shirley  and 'Shirloek  their  contracts. 

The  bids  were  filed,  and  on  the  3d  March,  1853, 
Messrs.  Glover  and  Mather  were  informed  by  an 
"official" letter  sigfned  by  Mr.  Dundas, informing 
them  that  their  bids  had  been  accepted  for  the 
routes  from  Louisville  to  Evansville,  Evansville 
to  Cairo,  (and  several  other  routes,)  the  whole  of 
them  at  the  annual  compensation  of^  (450,000. 

On  the  13th  March,  1853,  Mr.  Dundas  wrote 
•gain  to  Messrs.  Glover  and  Mather,  that  he  waa 
instructed  by  the  prt$tnt  Postmaster  General  to 
inform  them  that  he  had  not  yet  bad  time  "  to  ex- 
amine the  matter  of  the  acceptance"  of  their  bids 
for  these  routes,  "  but  that  it  is  his  intention  to 
reconsider  the  acceptance  as  soon  as  he  can  find 
time  to  give  it  his  attention." 

The  result  was  a  reconsideration  and  an  annitl- 
ment  of  their  "acceptance  "  as  contractors  on  13lh 
March,  1853;  and  in  lieu  changes  and  modifications 
were  made  under  that  "discretionary  power,"and 
a  eon  tract  finally  agreed  uponattheannual  compen- 
sation of  |397,975,  for  various  steamboat  routes, 
twice  daily,  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
Ac,  to  commence  on  the  Irt i)«e«ni«r,  1853.  This 
contract  was  dated  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  all 
written  out  in  due  form  and  fully  executed,  and 
endorsed  "signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  the  presence  of  James  N. 
Davis,"  "  and  by  the  other  parties  in  the  presence 
of  W.  P.  Young,"  and  several  other  witnesses, 
whose  names  are  attached. 

Well,  sir,  all  would  here  naturally  expect  an 
end  to  the  exercise  of  that  "  ditertHonttry  power." 
But  no,  not  yet.  The  contractors  went  West, 
procured  boats,  had  everything  ready  and  incom- 
plete trim,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  let  Decem- 
ber, 1853,  presented  their  boats  and  demanded  the 
mails.  But,  lo  and  behold,  a  letter  from  the  Post- 
matter  General,  daUd   86th  November,  1853, 


addressed  to  the  "mail  agent"  at  Louisville,  in- 
formed him  not  to  give  the  mail  to  the  contractors 
unless  they  would  agree  not  to  carry  any  freight — 
nothing  but  mails  and  paaengers  on  any  ef  their 
boats.  This,  too,  when  there  was  no  such  pro- 
vision or  prohibition  in  the  contract,  which  he,  as 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  had  exe- 
cuted. All  had  turned  out  as  1  had  anticipated. 
Those  favorites,  Messrs.  Shirloek  and  Shirley, 
had- all  this  while  been  conveying  the  maila  daily 
from  Louisville  in  boats  to  St.  I^uis,  and  are  yet 
doing  so. 

The  mails  are  carried  from  Louisville  by  stages,' 
across  Illinois,  to  St.  Louis.  Therefore,  the  river 
mail  was  established  solely  to  supply  the  interme- 
diate offices  on  the  river  between  Louisville  and 
St.  Louis.  If  it  fails  to  supply  these  offices,  it  is 
valueless  and  worthless;  it  is  a  fraud  upon  the 
people  along  those  rivers,  and  a  swindle  upon  the 
Treasury. 

Although  these  contractors  sail  their,  mall  boala 
along  up  and  down  the  rivers  both  ways  daily,  with 
freights,  passengers,  and  mails,  yet  the  interme- 
diate offices  in  my  district,  which  ought  to  have 
been  supplied  daily  both  by  up  and  (Town  boats, 
would  have  been  much  belter  off  without  any 
river  mail  at  all,  for  then  their  mails  would  have 
been  sent  by  land  routes,  where  the  contractors 
do  their  duty. 

1  have  remonstrated  personally,  and  by  letters, 
with  the  Postmaster  General,  and  with  his  Sec- 
ond Assistant.  I  have  sent  them  newspaper  com- 
plaints, and  those  sent  me  by  private  correspond- 
ents, but  all  to  no  purpose.  These  favorite  con- 
tractors, Messrs.  shirloek  and  Shirley,  must  be 
protected,  and  secured  in  their  monopoly  of  the 
"packet  line"  from  Louisville  to  St.  Louis,  wheth- 
er they  furnish  "  mail  facilities"  or  not. 

There  is  now  for  that  service  paid  to  Shirloek 
and  S  lirley  )7U,(>p0  per  year;  then  to  the  "  route 
agents,"  mail  messengers,  local  agents,  &a., 
enough  to  swell  it  up  to  about  $]0O,0OO;all  of  which 
is  charged  to  Kentucky  for  "mail  facilitiea"  in  that 
State.  Thus  the  law  of  August,  1853,  making  it 
the  "  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  "  to  "  let 
out "  that  river  mail  service  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
is  disregarded  ai\d  violated  by  this  "  discretionary 
power  to  favor  "and  fatten  "pet  contractors, 
at  an  enormous  cost  to,  and  shameful  disregard  of, 
the  rights  and  interests  of  Kentucky. 

Then  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  Harris]  if  I  have  not  reasons  for  exerting 
what  little  influence  I  may  have  in  order  to  put  a 
check  upon  official  corruption  resulting  from  dis- 
cretionary powers  by  a  Postmaster  General  and 
bis  asaistanw,  who  disregard  all  laws  and  moral 
obligations  in  relation  to  contracts .'  During  these 
negotiations,  Mr.  Dundas,  I  am  informed,  often 
tried  to  induce-  Mr.  Glover  to  agree  to  let  Shir- 
loek and  Shirley  have  that  contract  from  Louisville 
to  St.  Louis;  often  said  to  Glover,  "  You  had  bet- 
ter let  Shirley  and  Shirloek  have  that  route,"  and 
"  You  will  have  to  let  Shiriey  and  Shirloek  have 
that  route.  They  have  the  boala  on  it,  and  al- 
ready stocked, "&c.,dS:c. — substantially  as  above. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  relation  to  this  Mont- 
gomery and  Mobile  route 

Mr.  HAVEN,  (interrupting.)  Has  the  mom- 
inehour  expired? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  expired. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  like  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky;  but  if  he  will  yield  me 
the  door,  I  will  move  that  the  rules  besuspehded, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  will  yield  for  that  purpose,  if  I 
can  have  the  floor  in  the  morning  to  finish  my 
remarks. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  be  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  when  the  resolution  again  comes 
under  consideration. 

-  Mr.  HAVEN.  I  make  the  motion  because  I 
am  anxious  that  the  West  Point  Academy  bill 
should  be  disposed  of;  and  I  think  the  committee 
will  finish  it  in  a  short  time,  if  the  House  will  go 
into  committee. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  sug- 
gestion. I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  not  prevail;  and  if  the 
House  will  indulge  me,  I  will  state  the  reason  in 
about  three  words.  There  is  a  bill  upon  the 
Speaker's  table  known  as  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations of  land  to  the  different  States  for  the 
benefit  of  the  indigent  insane.    I  hope  the  motioa 


of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  not  prevail, 
but  that  the  House  will  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  biisinesa  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  with  ■ 
a  view  nfdiepoaing  of  this  bill. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion;  and  there 
were,  on  a  division — ayes  54. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Ataliama,  and  Cox,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  43, 
noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  resolve  itself  into  th« 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business 
on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama.  I  wish  to  appeal  to 
my  friend  from  Illinois  to  permit  the  bill  which  haa 
been  under  consideration  nearly  all  the  morning 
to  be  disposed  of.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  import- 
ance to  the  contractors. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  We  have  already  got  to  the 
business  which  I  have  proposed.  I  must  adhere 
to  my  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  lo  go  to 
the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table;  and  there 
were,  on  a  division — ayes  61. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  House.  I  do  not  believe  we  have  a 
quorum  present. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  House  refused 
to  order  a  call  of  the  House. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Clivcmah, 
and  Harris  of  Alabama,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  teller* 
reported — ayes  67,  noes  48;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  fur  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays  70;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Appleton,  Ball,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Ben- 
son, Benton,  Bissell,  Biifi;,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  ChurclK 
well,  Cobb,  Cnok,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Cullnni,  Cuilinr, 
Tbomu  Davis,  Edserlon,  Eilmands,  ThAuisa  D.  Eliol,  B(- 
lison,  Bogiisb,  Etlieridge,  Giddinfs,  Grey,  Aaron  Harlan, 
Harrison,  Haatinss,  Haven,  Hienur,  Howe,  Hushes,  UunC, 
Kerr,  Kiliredie,  Knox,  Lilljr,  Liiidley,  Lynn,  McDongall, 
Maorice,  Middleswanli,  John  G.  Miller,  Mofdecsi  Oliver, 
Fatker,  Peck,  PecMiam,  Pistt,  Purjrear,  Dayid  Rilrble, 
Th'imaa  Riichey,  Kogers,  Base,  Sapp,  Beyinour,  Skelion, 
William  R.  Smith,  Heslor  X.  Stevens,  Biratlon,  Dsvld 
Smart,  John  L.  Taylnr,  Nathaniel  O.  Taylor,  Thurston, 
Tracy,  Cpham,  Vail.  Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Washborne, 
Israi-I  Washburn,  Tappaa  Wenlwoith,  Wheeler,  Yates, 
andZollicoffer-76. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barksdale, 
Barry,  Bell,  Bocnck,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Caskie,  Olirisman, 
Clingmsn,  Colquin,  Coi,  Craige,  Curtis,  John  G.  Davia, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Deni,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmnndson, 
John  M.  Elliott,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Goode,  Greenwood, 
Grow,  Hnmillun,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hrnn,  Hibbard,  Ingersoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
Oeorgo  W.  Jones,  J .  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keftt, 
Kidwell,  Kuru,  Latham,  Lelcht^r,  Lindsley,  Maodonald, 
McNair,  Maxwell,  Mayall,  Smith  Miller.  Murray,  Olds, 
Phelps,  Pbiltips,  Powell,  Richardson,  Bobbins,  Kuffln, 
Scwiird,  Shannon, Shower.GerrilSoillh,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
George  W.  Smylb,  John  J.  Taylor,  Walbridse,  Warren, 
Welts,  and  Wiue--70.  '     >  -m 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
accordingly  proceeded  to  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

A  bill  of  the  following  title  was  then  taken  up, 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Burlington  Univer- 
sity, in  Iowa. 

M  r.  PH  ELPS.    I  move  that  the  Houae  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atat*  ' 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  hope  not.  What  ia  the 
object? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  object  is  to  dispose  of  the 
Military  Academy  bill,  and  then  take  up  the  defi- 
ciency bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Phelps's 
motion;  and,  on  a  division^here  were— ayes  49, 
noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

LANDS  FOR  THE   INDIGE1«T  INSANE. 

Bill  Sf  the  following  title  was  then  taken  up  from 
the  Speaker's  table: 

An  net  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indi- 
(ent  ineane  persona. 
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The  SPEAKER.    There  is  a  motion  pending 
to  refer  this  hill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  (he  state  of  the  Union,  nnd  a  demand  hoa  been 
!   made  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  hope  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
▼ious  question  will  be  suittained,  nnd  that  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union  will  not  prevail,  as  that 
would  be  practically  a  defeat  of  the  bill.  I  ask 
that  the  bill  may  be  read;  it  is  not  long. 
The  Clerk  rend  the  bill. 

Mr.  BOYCE.    I  move  to  Jay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

JVIr.  PECIC  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  there  were — 
•yeas  48,  nays  91;  as  follo*s: 

YEAS— Mrssrs.   Aikfri,   n»vrd  J.    Baili-y,  Bnrkudnle, 

I  .Barry,  Rcll,   llocnck,   Boyre,  CAiikic,  ('Itri.iiitin,  Colijuilt, 

Crnicf,  John  (;.   Daviy,  Deati,  DenI,  Eddy,  Erintuiidson, 

'Faulkner,  ffiddiiijErt,  Gn»d<s  Grf'i*nw>od,  Orow,  lljtiitiltnn, 

'6»ijipt^>ii  VV.  Harris,  VVMoy  P.  Ilarrt^,  Ilii4lin£;s,  Mibtmrd, 

I  Jtmtu-l  T.  Joii«i«,  (#i-orj(e  W.  J'lnes.  J.  (JlJincy  Jnticd,  Kid- 

I  .well,  Leli'licr,  Liiidnliy,  Mi'Nair,  Miixwfll,  Mayall,  Miir- 

I  "ray,  l'hel|i»,  riullln",   rnwell,  Rubbins,  Rullin,  Seward, 

rBhannon,  Stinwer,Gerrtt  Sntitli,  George  \V.  SuiytJl,  WelU, 

I  ••nil  Wine— ■!)<. 

|<l    NAY.s — Messrs.  Applelon,  Ball,  HnnkK,  Belcher,  Ben- 

l^ctl,  Beimnii,  BiiweN,  Itridsf-H,  itui^g,  (;arpenter.  Chandler, 

l^lnirchWfll,  Cobb.  Cuok,  Corwiti,  Cojt,  (Crocker,  Curlis, 

l*Ciatiiii;, 'i'lmniai*  DaviH,  Dawsnit,  Ihrkiiiitoit,  Drum,  l>un- 

l^bar,  EiliimiulK, 'rhoiiias  D.  Kliol,  KIliBOn,  Eiifilish,  KUler- 

l^dgtr,  t'arli-y,  FeiibMl,  Florf*iici',Orey,  Aaron  Harlan.  An- 

LdreAv  J.  flarlari,  Harrirtnn,  Haven,  Hie^ler.  Howe,  Hilghefi, 

rWunt,  Iii(;pr»oll.  Kffr,  Knox,  K-irlz,  Latham,  Lilly,  Lind- 

Mey,  r.yoii,  Maee,  Manrir*',  Middleawarth,  John  G.  Miller, 

^^niilh   MilliT,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pcckhain, 

Print,  Puryrar,  Kjcliard^aoii,  David  Rilchie,  Thou.  Itilchoy, 

RoaiTs,  rta|!»,  tinpp,  Seynionr,  i^kellon,  Samuel  A.  Hinilh, 

H'ltliani  it.  Smith,  Richard  H.  Hlnnlon,  HeslorL.  Stevena, 

■■fllrallnn,   David  Stuart.  John  J.  Taylor,  John  I,.  Taylor, 

■^iilhaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Tweed,  Upham, 

ITiiil,  Walbri.lBC   VValley,   Ellihu    B.   VVashburne,    Israel 

K'BMhhiirn,  Jnlin  \Ventworlli,TBRpan  Wenlworlh,  VVhccl- 

■f,  Yaie.i,anii  /ollicotrer — 91. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
tbie. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  hope  the  House  will  sustain 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  was  divided  on  the  second;  and  there 
Here — ayes  56,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  a  call  of  the  House. 
■4  want  a  vote  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  Ihirty- 
Itnine  members  upon  this  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  House 
Itefused  a  call. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  a  friend  to  this  bill,  and  I 
rish  to  see  it  amended  as  Miss  Dix  desires.  I 
irould  aak  the  Chair  what  will  be  the  efTectofsus- 
taiiiitig  the  previous  question.' 

The  SPEAKER,  if  the  previous  question  be 
Bu.'Jiaincd,  it  will  cutoff  all  amendments  and  all 
diKcussion,  and  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  upon 
the  proposition  to  commit  the  bill ;  and,  if  that  fails, 
then  ultimately  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
question  now  is  upon  seconding  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  demanded,  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Vail  and  Witte  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  G9,  noes  42;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  DE.\N.  I  move  a  call  of  the  House;  and 
upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  1  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Upon  that  motion 
I  call  foj-  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  (|ue<(tion  was  then  taken;  and  the  House 
refused  «o  niljourn. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  pending  motion, 
and  upon  that  proposition  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  demanded. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  1  insist  upon  the  motion  for  a  call. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  House 
refused  a  caJI. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
previous  question  has  not  been  seconded,  and  I 
claim  theright  to  ofTer  an  amendment.  Now,  what 
does  the  Jmirnnl  say  upon  that  point  of  order.' 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  It  is,  that  there  is  not  a  quorum  here  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
If  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 


be  true,  that  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
has  not  been  seconded,  still  the  motion  to  commit 
is  pending,  which  would  cut  off  any  motion  to 
amend. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  true;  but,  in  addition 
to  that,  a  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
made. 

Mr.  COBB.  But  I  deny  that  any  such  demand 
was  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  question  of  fact, 
upon  which  the  Chair  apprehends  the  Journal  of 
the  House  and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  will 
differ. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  understand  the  Journal  states 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher] 
demanded  the  previous  question.  Now,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  has  informed  me  that  he  did 
not  make  any  such  demand. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  Journal  states  that  I 
demanded  ihe  previous  question,  there  must  be 
some  mistake  about  it.  1  have  no  recollection  of 
any  such  thing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  itself  is  not 
present.  There  is  an  indorsement  upon  the  bill, 
to  the  effect  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  de- 
manded the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  is  some  mistake 
about  it. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  regular  proceedings  of 

the  House  show  that  it  was  the  gentleman  from 

Indiana  [Mr.  Hendricks]  who  made  the  demand. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  had  been  informed  that  it  was 

the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

TheSPEAKER.  That  was  merely  an  indorse- 
ment upon  the  bill,  and  a  mistake.  The  Chair 
will  count  the  House,  and  ascertain  whether  there 
is  a  quorum  present. 

A  count  having  been  made,  the  Speaker  an- 
nounced that  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  mem- 
bers (a  quorum)  were  present. 

[Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  bills  of  the 
following  titles;  which  were  accordingly  signed  by 
the  Speaker: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  school  commissioners  of 
fractional  township  number  one,  of  range  ten,  in 
Alabama,  to  locate  one  half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes;  and 

An  act  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1854,  and  for  other  purposes.] 

The  question  now  being  upon  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  the  tellers — 
Messrs.  Vail  ana  Mace — resumed  their  places. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  80,  noes  38;  there  was  a  second. 

The  SPEAKER.      The    question  recurs  on 
ordering;  the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  demand  tellers. 
Tellers  were  not  ordered. 
Mr.  SEWARD.    I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to. 

The  question  now  recurring,  "  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  COBB.    On  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  WARREN.     I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
main  question;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  85,  nays  53;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mes.<ri<.  Applelon,  Rail.  Banks,  Belcher,  Bell, 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bissell,  Bridge^,  Bncg,  t^arpcnter,  Chand- 
ler, Churchwell,  Clark,  Cook.  Corwin,  Cox,  Crocker,  (;ul- 
loin,Culliiie,  Thomati  I)avi8,  Dawdoii,  Dickini^on,  Dunbar, 
Edi[innd-<,  Thniua*i  D.  Eliot,  Klli^oi),  Engliiih,  Ethcridge, 
Farley,  Florence,  Grey,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan, 
Harrison,  Haven,  Hieater,  Howe,  Hushed,  Hunt,  Kerr, 
Knox,  KiirtK,  Lnlhain.  Lilly,  Lindh-y,  Lyon,  Mc[>oiigall, 
Mace,  Maurice,  Middleswarth,  John  G.  Milter,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Perkliani,  Pratt,  Puryear,  David 
Ritchie,  Thomas  Ritcliev,  Rogers,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seymour, 
Skelton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  WiUinui  R.  Smith,  Richard  IL 
Stanton,  Stratlon,  David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel 
G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Upliain. Vail,  Walbriil»e,Wal- 
ley,  Ellihu  B.  Wa.shburne,  Israel  Washburn,  John  Went- 
worth,  Tappan  Weiitworih,  Wheeler,  V'ntes.and  Zollicof- 
fer-85. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barksdale, 
Barry,  Benton,  Boyce,  Caakie,  Chri9inaii,Clingmaa,Cabb, 


Colquitt,  Craiie.  Curtis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dean,  Dent,  Eddy, 
Edniumliion,  Faulkner,  Feiiloii,  Uiddings,  Goode,  Green- 
wood, Grow,  Haiiiiltoii,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Hastings,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Georgo 
W.  Jones,  J.  Ulatiey  Jones,  Kidwell,  Kittredge,  Lett  her, 
Lindsley,  Maciloiialil,  Smith  Miller,  .Murray,  Phelps,  Phil- 
lips, Powell,  Rubbins,  Itutllii,  Seward,  Shannon,  Sliower, 
Gerril  Sinilh.  George  W,  Smyth,  John  J.  Taylor,  Wade, 
and  Wille— 53. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put,  being  first  upon  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

M  r.  BISSELL.  If  that  motion  prevails  it  will, 
of  course,  kill  the  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  understand  that  a  wrong 
impression  exists  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  vote  now  to  be  tak^n. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.     1  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  To  refer  the  bill  now  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
is,  of  course,  to  defeat  it.  Those  who  are  in  favor 
of  the  bill  should,  therefore,  vole  against  the  mo- 
tion to  refer. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  remind  ths 
gentleman  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  thit  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  53,  nays  81;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barksdale,  Bar- 
ry, Bell,  Beiiinn,  Uncock,  Boyce,  Cnskie,  Chrisnian,  C^liiig- 
inan,  Colquitt,  Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Dean,  Deitt,  Eddy, 
Edtnundson,  John  M.  Elliott,  Faulkner,  Giddings.  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Gr<tw,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haslings, 
Hibbard,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  VV.  Jones,  Roland  Jones, 
Kidwell,  Kiilredge,  Letcher,  Lindsley,  Smilh  Miller,  Mur- 
ray, Olds,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell,  Robbiiis,  Ruttin.  Sew- 
ard, Shannon,  Shower,  Gorrit  Smith,  (jeorge  VV.  Smyth, 
Richard  H.  Stanton,  John  J.  Taylor,  Wade,  and  VVitle — .53. 
\AVS— Messrs.  Applelon,  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Ben- 
nett, Benson,  Bissell,  Bridges,  Bugg,  Carpenter,  Chandler, 
Churchwell,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cox,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Cut- 
ting, Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  Dunbar.  Edmands,  Thornas 
D.  Gliol,  Ellison,  English,  Etheriilge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flor- 
ence, Grey,  Aaron  Harlan,  Harrison,  Haven,  Henn,  Hiea- 
ter,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hum,  Iverr,  Knox,  Kurt'/.,  Latham, 
Lilly,  Liiidley,  Lyon, Maurice,  Middleswarth,  John  G.  Mil- 
ler, Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Peckliam,  Pratt,  Pur- 
year, David  Ritchie,  Thomas  Uitchey,  Rogers,  Sage,  Sapp, 
Seymour,  Skelton,  Samuel  A.  Snntli,  VVilliaiu  R.  Smith, 
Siralton,  David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  T,ay- 
lor,  Thurslon,  Tracy,  Uphaui,  Vail,  VV'alhridge,  VValley, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  John  VV'entworth, 
Tii|>paii  VVenlworth,  VVheeler,  Vates,  and  Zollicofier — 81. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  read  a  thiril  time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  believe  the  previous  question 
is  not  exhausted. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  exhausted,  nor  will 
it  be  until  the  House  shall  have  voted  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DENT.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

So  the  House  again  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  move  the  previous  question 
on  the  passaje  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
question.  I  movetoreconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  I  do  it 
for  the  purpose  of  asking  a  question  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  litinois. 

"  {Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.     Is  not  the  motion  too 
late? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  has  a  right  to  submit  the 
motion,  and  to  be  heard  upon  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  know  exactly 
the  position  in  wliich  the  bill  is  placed,  and  I  do 
not  desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in 
making  a  speech  upon  it. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Is  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  entitled  to  the  floor  while  we  were  in  the 
act  of  dividing? 
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The  SPEAKER.  BafiiM  the  conat  wm  had, 
tiia  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  rose,  and 
moved  to  raaonaid«r  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
waa  ordered  to  be  angroaaad,  and  read  tht  third 
time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  Honse  was  in  the  act  of 
dividing,  when  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
made  bis  rantion  to  reconaider. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  had  not  counUd 
at  all.  He  had  only  commenced  to  count  when 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  rose  and  made 
hie  motion.  There  waa  an  example  of  this  kind 
on  yeaterday,  and  th«  Chair  would  not  vary  the 
practice.      * 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wiah  to  underatand  what  the 
notion  of  the  eentleman  from  North  Carolina  ia ! 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ia  to  rtconaider  the  mo- 
tion by  which  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engroaaMl, 
and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconaider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  eball  give  the  gentleman 
from  lllinoia  an  opportunity  to  make  that  motion 
in  a  few  minutea. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  deaire  to  aak  the  Chair,  if 
my  motion,  upon  which  the  Houae  waa  in  the  act 
of  dividing,  ia  not  a  privil^ed  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ia  a  privileged  motion,  but 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  ia  a  privil^ed  motion  of  a  atiH  higher 
character.  If  the  Houae  had  aeconded  the  demand 
for  the  previoua  queation,  and  ordered  the  inain 
queation  to  be  put,  the  Chair  could  not  have  en- 
tertained the  propoaition  to  reconaider;  but  before 
the  Chair  had  announced  the  reault  of  a  count, 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  roae  in  hia 
place,  and  made  the  motion  to  reconaider. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  am oorpriaed  to  aee  thia 
uneaaineaa  manlfeaUd  by  nfhtlemen.  1  did  not 
intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Houae  more  tham 
at  aingle  moatent,  when  I  fine  aroae  and  addreaacd 
the  Chair.  I  deaire  to  know  if  the  bill  doea  not 
contain  certain  limitationa  upon  the  Statea  with 
Reference  to  the  mode  of  diapoaing  of  the  money; 
in  other  worda,  whether  it  doea  notaa  it  ataDder^ 
I  will  not  trouble  the  Houae  by  having  it  reread — 
require  the  Statea  to  expend  thia  moncT  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  aa  indicated  in  the  bill '  I  under- 
atand the  gentleman  from  lllinoia  [Mr.  Biiiell]  to 
admitthat  it  doea.  My  oppoaition,  then,  I  would 
■ay,  reata  upon  theae  featurea  of  the  bill.  I  will 
waive  the  general  queation.  Gentlemen  may  take 
jt  for  granted  that  Congreea  haa  a  right  l«  give 
land  to  the  Statea,  and  divide  it  among  them  ac- 
cording to  the  Federal  population,  or  any  other 
equitable  mode.  I  am  now  taking  no  exception  to 
that  principle.  -I  held  that  when  you  do  it,  when 
you  give  land  to  the  Statea,  that  you  have  no 
right  to  oontrol  their  expenditure  of  what  becomea 
their'a  abaolutely  by  your  gift — at  any  rate,  to  re- 
quite them  to  do  what  thia  Oovwrnment  ilaelf 
cannot  constitutionally  do. 

For  example,  in  order  that  eeatlemen  may  un- 
deratand my  point— «nd  I  ahalTbegratified  if  they 
can  meet  it — I  hold  that  thia  Federal  Government 
Jiaa  no  juriadiction  over  the  Innatiea  or  paupera 
in  North  Carolina,  nor  any  rieht  to  take  care  of 
them;  that  thia  Government  haa  no  authority,  un- 
der thepowera  given  to  itaaa  Federal  and  limited 
Government,  to  legialote  in  thia  way  for  either 
the  lunatica,  paupera,  n^groea,  «r  anybody  elae, 
in  the  Statea;  but  that  it  ia  a  matter  which  belong 
to  each  State  excluaiveiy.  if,  therefore,  thia  bill- 
propoaed  to  eive  landa  or  money,  and  to  appoint 
a  aet  of  Federal  officen  to  go  into  the  Statea  and 
take  care  of  the  lunatica,  I  preaume  tliat  moat  of 
the  membera  of  the  Houae  would  aay  that  the 
Government  waa  exceeding  ita  powen.  I  think 
that  nobody  would  maintam  that  we  had  a  right 
to  appoint  a  aet  of  Federal  ofBcen  to  go  into  the 
Statea,  and  take  care  of  the  poor  lunatica,  or  any 
other  claaa. 

But  doea  aet  thia  oljaetion  apply  with  equal 
force  to  the  pendinc  propoaition?  Aa  the  bill  ia 
now  framed,  I  un&ratand  it  merely  a«akea  the 
Statea  agenta  to  earry  out  ita  proviaiona,  inotead 
of  having  it  done  by  the  Federal  officen.  It  ia  ao 
framed  that  the  Slater  under  it. will  take  the  money 
under  an  obligation  to  uae  it  in  a  particular  man- 
ner pointed  out  in  the  hill,  and,  in  fact,  to  uae  it  to 
effect  what  the  Government  then  boa  not  a  particle 
ef  authority  to  carry  out.  It  requirea,  too,  I 
believe,  the  Statea  to  make  retuma  from  time  to 
time  aa  to  how  they  are  aponding  tb«  monay,  jiut 


exactly  aa  an  overaeer  would  do  upon  a  planta- 
tion. It  degrodca  the  Statea,  therefore,  by  making 
them  the  mere  agenta  of  the  General  Government 
to  do  the  will  of  the  Government,  and  that  will, 
too,  being  a  violation  of  the  Conatitution  of  the 
United  Statea,  which  plainly  limita  ita  powera. 
If  the  Government,  by  the  Conatitution,  had  any 
authority  to  do  auch  a  thing,  poaaiUy  it  might  be 
contended  that  it  could  effect  ita  object  through  the 
agency  of  the  Statea.  But  if  the  General  Govern- 
ment have  no  auch  authority,  it  ia  eqWly  clear 
that  thia  whole  proceeding  ia  wrong,  whether  it 
appoints  the  Statea  agenta  or  the  Federal  officen. 
I  therefore  reat  my  oppoaition  to  the  bill  upon  the 
ground  thna  briefly  atated. 

I  shall  yield  the  floor  in  a  moment,  and  then  the 
gentleman  IVom  lllinoia  [Mr.  BitiBLL]  can  either 
move  to  lay  my  motion  upon  the  table,  or  he  may 
diaowaa  it,  or  any  other  gentleman  may  take  the 
floor.  My  oppoaition  to  the  bill  reata  upon  thia 
ground,  but  tnere  may  be  other  objecliona  to  it. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  gentleman' 
from  lllinoia.  I  underatand  him  to  be  a  believer 
in  the  doctrine  that  thia  ia  a  Government  of  lim- 
itad  powera,  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  he  holda 
that  we  muataa under  the  Conatitution  according 
to  the  power  granted  to  the  Government  by  it. 
If  the  gentleman  can  ahow  me  that  there  ia  any- 
thing in  the  Conatitution  which  will  authorize  us 
to  take  core  of  the  lunatica  in  the  Statea,  either  by 
a  donation  out  of  the  Treaaury  9r  in  thia  mode,  1 
might  vote  for  the  bill.  I  do  not  think  he  can  do 
ao,  however.  And  yet  the  bill  ia  ao  framed  aa  to 
make  the  Statea  mere  agenta  to  enable  the  Federal 
Government  to  violate  the  Conatitution,  to  which 
it  owea  ita  exiatence. 

When  I  got  up  I  did  not  intend  to  occupy  mora 
time  than  might  be  neeaaaary  to  indicate  the 
j|reunda  of  my  oppoaition  to  the  bill.  Aa  a  quea- 
tion of  expediency,  I  need  not  aay  that  I  regard 
with  favor  a  proposition  ao  benevolent  and  chari- 
table aa  thia  meaaure,  and  ahonid  be  pleaaed  to 
aee  it  carried  into  practice,  if  it  could  be  conatitu- 
tionally  done. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    I  will  any  bat  a  word  in  re- 


r.  TAYLOR.  Will  the  gentleman  from  llli- 
noia allow  me  to  auggeat  that  he  move  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconaider.  upojt  the  table,  and  then  we 
will  poaa  the  bill  immediately? 

Mr.  BISSELL.    I  will,  after  aaying  a  word. 

rCrieaof"No!""No!") 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Ver^  well,  then;  I  move  to 
laythe  motion  to  reconaider  upon  the  table. 

The  queation  waa  put;  and  Uie  motion  to  recon- 
aider waa  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  more  the  pravioua  queation 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  waa  aeconded,  and  the 
main  queation  ordered  to  he  put. 

Mr.  JONES,ofTenReaaee.  Upon  the  poaaage 
of  the  bill  I  demand  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  then  taken;  and  then  were — 
yeaa  81,  naya  53;  aa  followa: 

TEAS— MoMi*.  Apsletaa,  Ball,  Bsoln,  Belelier,  Ben- 
nell,  Bennn,  Benlon,  Binell,  BcMges,  Bvu,  Cocpenler, 
CbandlertChuccli  well,  CI«rk,Col)b,Caririn,Xoi,  Crocker, 
Callom,  Cintini,  Thnmu  Uavia,  Dawaon.  Dunbar,  Ed- 
manda,  Ttanma*  D.  Eliot,  Elliwn,  Elberidfe,  Fsrlejr,  Fan- 
Ion,  Florence,  Gray,  Aann  Haclaa,  Hacilaen«iIaTea,HI««- 
MU,  Howe,  Hiiahe*,  Hunt,  Kerr,  Knox,  Kiulz,  Loibam, 
Lilly,  Lindler,Lindilejr,  Ljron,  Maurice,  Middieiiwarth, 
John  6.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker, 
Peck,  Prckbam,  Pratt,  Parrear,  Oavtd  BUeUe,  Bogen, 
Ba(e,  Sapp,  Beyoiour,  Skelton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  tVilliam 
B.  Smith,  Heator  L.  BleveDi,  Stranon,  OarJd  6luari,John 
L.  Tarlor,  Nalhaniel  O.  Taylor,  Thunton, Tracy,  Uph»m, 
Tall,  Walbrldae,  Walley,  Eilibu  B.  Wadtbune,  letael 
WaaMiara,  John  Weatwortta,Tappan  Weaiwonb,  VftMi- 
er.andyaiea— 81. 

NAYS— Measn.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barkadale, 
Barry,  Bocock,  Boyee,  Coakie,  Cbiiaman,  Cliagmaii,  Col- 
qnlti,  Cmlfe,  CurUa,  John  O.  Davto,  D«aa,  Dcnf,  Drum, 
Eddy,  Edmundaon,  Faulkner,  Oiddinga,  Ooode,  Green- 
wood, Glow,  Hamlllon,  Sampson  W.  Barria,  Wiley  P. 
Jlarila,  HaAlnfa,  Uibbard,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W. 
Jonea,  J.  Clancy  Jonee,  Roland  Jones,  Kldwell,  Ktttredge, 
Leieber,  MacdanaM,  MeNaIr,  Maxwell,  Morfay,  Pbelpa, 
'PhiUipa,  Powell,  RobbUia,  Butln,  Seward,  ShaaiMO, 
Shower,  Oerrit  SmiUi,  Oeorae  W.  Smyita,  Richard  H. 
Slanlon,  John  J.  Taylor,  Wade,  and  Wiue— S3. 

So  the  bill  waa  paaaed. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  Honae  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  move  to  reconaider  the  vote  juat  taken,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconaider  upon  the  table. 


The  question  waa  firat  taken  upon  tha  malign 
to  adjourn;  and  it  waa  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurrmg  upon  the  motiop 
offered  by  Mr.  Bisibll, 

Mr<  LETCHER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  aame;  but  they  wera  not  ordered. 

The  queation  waa  then  put;  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  waa  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  SAGE,  the  Houae,  at  thre^ 
o'clock  and  thirty  minutea,  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Trdrsoav,  .9prU  30, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiluam  H.  Milbcrh. 

The  Journal  of  yeetarday  waa  read  and  approved. 
J.  W.  KELLT. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  Preaident,  early  in  tht 
aeaaioo  a  memorial  was  preaented  from  J.  W". 
Kelly,  of  Florida,  oaking  remuneration  for  on 
alleged  violation  of  a  contract  entered  into  with 
him  by  the  .jfoat  Office  Department  for  carryinf; 
the  moil  from  Boinbridge,  Georgia,  to  Appalachi- 
cola.  That  memorial  waa  referred  to  the  Coofc- 
mittee  on  Claima.  Subaequentlyareaolution  waa 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  inquiring  of  the  Poat  Office 
Department  if  that  contract  had  been  annulled; 
and  if  ao,  for  what  reaaona.  The  reaponae  of  the 
Department  waa  received  yeaterdoy,  and  rtdrreA 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Poat 
Roads.  Thua  tha  memorial  ia  in  the  posaesaioa 
of  the  Committee  on  Claima,  while  the  reaponaa 
of  the  Department,  giving  information  jp  regard  to 
the  claim,  is  in  posseaaion  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Poat  Office  and  Post  Roods.  1  move,  there- 
fore, that  the  Committee  on  Claima  be  diacharged 
from  the  further  eonaideralion  of  the  memorial  of 
J.  W.  Kelly,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oil  the  Poat  Office  and  Poat  Roada,  which, 
1  preaume,  ia  the  appropriate  committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  aubject. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  Preaident,  I  beg  leave 
to  preaent  a  memorial  signed  by  citizens  of  Nor- 
thumberland county,  Pctuiaylvania,  praving  that 
the  homeetead  bill  maT  be  ao  amenaed  befon  ita 
final  paaaage,aa  to  authorixe  the  Treaaurar  of  tha 
United  Statea  to  refund  to  each  and  every  former 
parehaser  of  any  portion  of  the  public  domain,  not 
.exceeding  a  quarter  section  of  land,  the  original 
eoat  of  that  land  with  istereat  from  the  time  of 
purchaae.  They  repreaent,  in  the  firat  part  of 
their  memorial,  that  ipany  of  our  citizena  have 
toiled  hard  to  get  sufficient  money  to  purchase  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  that  we  now 
propooe  to  give  the  aame  amount  of  land  to  other 
citizena  witaout  demanding  any  payment.  They 
wiah  to  have  the  bill  ao.  amended  aa  to  provide  for 
refunding  the  amount  which  has  already  been  paid 
by  those  who  have  purchased  public  landa.  As 
the  aubject  is  already  befora  the  Senate,  I  move 
that  the  memorial  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PBTTIT.  I  presents  number  of  petitions 
from  citizens  of  diflferent  Stales.  I  have  one  peti- 
tion from  one  hundred  and  ten  citizens  of  Indiana; 
another  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  citizena 
of  Indiana;  another  from  one  hundred  and  te^ 
citizens  of  Ohio ;  one  from  twelve  citizens  of  Peno- 
aylvania;  one  from  eighty  citizens  of  Masaaehu- 
aetta;  another  from  forty-eigkt  citizena  of  New 
York;  one  from  twenty-aeven  citizena  of  Miaai*. 
aippi,  and  one  from  one  hundred  and  one  citizena 
of  OeoRia.  All  theee  petitionera  pray  for  the  abo- 
lition o^aa  they  say,  the  unconstitutional  office  of 
Chaplain  to  Congress.  I  do  not  know  whether  any 
auch  petitiona  have  been  heretofore  presented  at 
thia  aeeaion,  or  whether  they  have  been  referred 
to  any  committee.  I  doubt  whether  any  aimilar 
on^  have  been  preaented  at  this  session.  I  move, 
thenfore,  that  these  petitions  lie  upon  the  tabitt 
for  the  preaent. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  preaented  a  petition  of  en- 
graven employed  in  the  office  of  theCoast  Survey, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  benefits  of  the  aet  of 
Slat  Auguat,  1853,  granting  a  percentage  to  the 
clerka  and  meaaenjgera  in  uie  aeverol  Exeeutitre 
Departmenta  at  Waahington;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  petition  of  certain  res- 
idenis  of  the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  prnying  that 
Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  be  esiablished 
theporlof  entry  for  the  collection  district  of  Brazos 
de  Santiago;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cotnmittee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  resolutions  passed  liy 
the  Presbytery  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  at  its 
sessions  in  Warren,  April  12,  protesting  against 
any  enactment  by  Congress  which  shall  open  the 
way  to  the  extension  of  slavery  into  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  Slates  where  it  does  not 
now  exiai;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  DAWSON  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Berry,  George  Poe,  jr.,  Robert  P.  Dodge,  and 
other  citizens  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  basin 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  between  that 
ttuwn  and  Washington  city,  and  to  raise  the 
bridges  over  the  canal;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  series  of  resolutions 
passed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Westport,  Massachusetts,  protesting  against  the 
repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
by  which  slavery  was  prohibited  in  the  territory 
north  of  36°  30' ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Barilettand  others,  whoservetlin  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  to  be  allowed  pen- 
sions; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Dyer,  praying 
remuneration  for  clothing  lost  by  the  destruction 
of  the  United  States  ship  Adams;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Hephzibnh  Baptist  Association ,  of  Georgia,  pray- 
ing that  measures  be  taken  to  secure  to  American 
citizens  residing  or  traveling  in  foreign  countries 
the  rights  of  refigious  liberty;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  rail- 
road, praying  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  their  railroad;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  M.  Tarver,  praying  a 
grant  of  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missouri  for 
the  establishment  and  support  of  a  juvenile  reform 
school;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

GEORGIA  ON  THE  SLAVERY  QUESTION. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  President,  during  my 
recent  absence  from  this  city,  resolutions  were 
transmitted  to  me  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  through  the  Executive  of  that  State, 
which  I  did  not  intend,  nor  think  it  necessary,  to 
■ubmit  to  the  Senate;  bu^as  I  am  instructed  to  de 
■o,  in  consequence  of  the  oft-repeated  presenta- 
tion of  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  them. 

They  set  forth  that  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  sol- 
emn convention,  has  firmly  fixed  herself  upon  the 
principles  of  the  compromise  measures  of  1850, 
relating  to  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  final  settlement  of  the 
agitation  of  that  question,  its  withdrawal  from  the 
Halls  of  Congress  and  the  political  arena,  and  its 
reference  to  the  people  of  the  Territories  interested 
therein,  and  distinctly  recognizes  in  those  com- 
promise measures  the  doctrine,  that  it  is  not  com- 
petent for  Congress  to  impose  any  restrictions 
■1  to  the  existence  of  slavery  among  them,  upon 
the  citiziens  moving  into  or  settling  upon  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Uie  Union,  acquired  or  to  be  hereafter 
acquired;  but  that  the  question,  whether  slavery 
■hall  or  shall  not  form  a  part  of  their  domestic  in- 
stitutions, is  for  them  alone  to  determine  for  them- 
selves. Her  present  Executive  has  reiterated  and 
affirmed  the  same  fixed  policy  in  his  inaugural 
address.    They  therefore  resolve: 

"Ttisi  the  L(>[;i»ilature  of  Georgia,  an  the  represRntatives 
of  llip  pcfiplp,  ftpf»kinc  llieirwtll  and  exprecsing  iheir  feel- 
ings, have  had  ttif  ir  conlld'Miee  sirt^nglheiied  in  (he  settled 
deferininalion  of  the  greiit  body  of  tlie  northern  people  to 
earryout  in  good  Tailh  those  principles,  in  the  practical 
application  of  Ihem  lo  (he  bills  reported  by  Mr.  Docoi.as, 
from  Ihe  Conimitlee  on  Territories,  in  Ihe  L'nited  folates 
Bcnate,  at  the  prc«enl  session,  propo.iing  Ihe  organinalion 
of  a  terrilon.'il  governineni  for  Ihe  Terriinry  of  Nebraska. 
"t^nd  lie  it  furtfier resolved ^  Tha(our  Hena(ors  in  Congress 
be, and  Ihey  are  hereby,  ins(rueted,and  our  Itepresenlative* 
requefitcd,  to  vote  for  and  support  those  principles,  and  lo 
SH  aU  proper  means  in  (heir  power  for  carrying  them  out, 


either  as  applied  (o  (he  government  of  (he  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska, or  in  any  oiher  bill  for  lerritoriui  governineot  which 
may  come  before  them. 

"/tesotffrf/ur/Aer,  Tliathis  Excellency  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  iransniil  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of 
our  tSenators  and  Iteprcacntatiyes  in  Congress." 

I  present  those  resolutions — I  do  not  wish  to 
make  any  further  commentaries  on  them,  but 
simply  to  say  that  they  are  the  decision  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  in  Legis- 
lative Assembly  convened.  I  move  that  they  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  AT  SAyANNAH. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  1  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition 
very  numerously  signed  by  the  merchants  and 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Savatitiah,  Georgia,  asking 
Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
of  a  post  office  building  in  that  city.  The  grounds 
on  which  they  make  this  request  are  these: 

The  basement  of  the  custom-house  is  now  used 
as  a  post  office,  and  is  altogether  unsuited  for  it. 
1st.  It  is  too  contracted  even  for  present  busi- 
ness, and  is  decidedly  so,  in  view  of  the  rapid  an- 
nual increase  of  the  business  and  population  of  the 
city.  1  will  here  take  occasion  to  state  that  the 
city  of  Savannah  has  nearly  doubled  her  popula- 
tion within  the  last  few  years,  and  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  numbers. 

In  the  second  place,  the  petitioners  state  that 
the  present  location  of  the  post  office  is  unhealthy. 
In  the  third  place,  it  is  too  dark,  rendering  gas- 
lights over  the  whole  establishment  necessary  on 
some  days,  and  in  the  general  delivery  room,  day 
and  night,  indispensable;  and  thus,  also,  increas- 
ing materially  the  expense  to  the  department. 

Again,  when  the  custom-house  was  first  planned 
the  basement  was  intended  for  custom-house 
stores.  The  placing  the  post  office  there  was  an 
after-thought,  as  is  clearly  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  architect  omitted  to  make  any  arrange- 
ments for  heating  and  ventilating  the  same,  while 
ample  arrangements  were  made  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  building. 

And  further,  the  basement  of  the  custom-house 
is  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  collector 
and  merchants,  as  stores  for  the  deposit  of  goods 
have  to  be  hired  at  other  points  and  at  Heavy 
expense. 

In  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Savannah  custom-house 
cost  only  ^150,000,  when  some  of  the  cheapest 
custom-houses  built  elsewhere,  both  North  and 
South,  have  cost  $500,000,  the  petitioners  think 
that  it  will  be  vastly  advantageous  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  will  be  a  great  saving  of  expense,  to 
appropriate  $100,000  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  post  office  for  the  convenience  of  that  city.  I 
am  also  authorized  to  say,  that  the  city  will  find  a 
site  for  the  purpose  and  cede  it  to  the  United 
States.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Ruik,] 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  to  take  this  petition  into  considera- 
tion. I  am  satisfied  that  if  he  examines  all  the 
documents  he  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  just  and  economical  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  make  the  oppropriation  asked  for 
in  the  petition.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflttirs,  to  whom  wos  referred  the  petition  of 
Adfele  Sands,  widow  of  Richard  M.  Sands,  of  the 
Army,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  descendants  of  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  that 
the  heirs  and  descendants  of  officers  of  the  Rev- 
olution who  served  to  the  end  of  that  war,  may  be 
allowed  the  half  nay  for  life  promised  by  the  res- 
olution of  1780,  deilucting  therefrom  the  value  of 
the  commutation  received,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  furthar  consideration,  on  the  ground  that 
a  bill  applying  to  the  subject,  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Evans,]  from 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  was  now 
pending  before  the  Senate. 
It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  authorize 


Ihe  payment  of  certain  claims  for  depredations 
and  spoliations  during  the  hostilities  with  the 
Creek  and  Seminole  Indians  in  183G  and  1837, 
reported  it  back  withojit  amendment.  He  also 
submitted  a  report  upon  the  subject;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom' 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Willnrd  H.  Boynton, 
praying  indemnity  for  merchandise  destroyed 
by  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  year  1836,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Calvin  B.  Seymore  and  Willard  H.  Boynton, 
■urviving  partners  of  the  firm  of  W.  &  H.  Boyn- 
ton; which  was  read, and  passed  toa  second  read' 
ing.     The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Stearns,  praying  indemnity  for  expenses,  &c., 
incurred  in  defending  himself  against  an  unjustifi- 
able suit  brought  against  him  and  others  by  the 
United  States,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and 
documents  in  the  case  of  Seth  Ingram,  praying 
to  be  allowed  certain  arrears  of  pension,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  lo 
be  printed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  claim  of  William  H.  Henderson  and  the  heirs 
ofRobertHenderKon,tofive  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  the  Bastrop  grant;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BROWN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
grant  other  lands  in  lieu  of  certain  sixteenth  sec- 
tions in  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  heretofore  dis- 
posed of  by  the  United  Slates  for  other  than  school 
purposes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received,  by  Mr.  McKean,  Chief  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  they  hod  passed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  mokinga  grant  of  land  to  the  several  States 
of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane 
persons. 

DANIEL  NIPPES. 

Mr.  COOPER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Rtsolvedj  7*hai  Ihe  SecrelnQr  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
required  to  transmit  to  the  Kenate  all  papers,  vouchers,  &c., 
relative  to  the  claim  of  Daniel  Nippes,  now  on  file  in  (be 
Department  of  War. 

JEFFRIES  AND  SMITH. 

Mr.  RUSK.  TheCommitteeon  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  »4ie  petition 
of  James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith,  have 
directed  me  to  report  a  bill  for  their  relief.  It  ie 
a  very  small  bill;  the  ctise  is  a  hard  one,  and  I 
therefore  nsk  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  act  upon  it  now. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  con.sidered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  direct 
the  Postmaster  General  to  release  (he  parties  men- 
tioned, and  their  guarantors  from  the  penalty  in- 
curred by  Iheir  failure  to  carry  the  mail  on  routes 
6268,  6269,  6277,  according  to  the  bid  offered  by 
them  and  accepted  by  the  Department;  and  to  re- 
fund to  them  the  amount  of  any  fine  which  has 
been  paid  by  them  in  consequence  of  any  failure. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  facts  in  relation  to  the  case 
are  briefly  these:  These  parlies  resided  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  became  bidders  for  some  routes  there, 
and  for  fourteen  in  Texas.  Their  bids  were  ac- 
cepted as  being  the  lowest.  They  went  on  to 
Texas,  and  arranged  for  all  but  the  three  routes 
specified  in  the  bill;  but  they  ascertained  that  the 
distance  on  those  three  was  about  one  third  more 
than  was  slated  in  the  advertisement;  so  that, 
they  being  men  of  limited  means,  it  was  "not  pos- 
sible for  them  to  put  those  routes  in  operation. 
The  testimony  was  very  clear  that  Ihe  distance 
advertised  for  the  three  routes  was  two  hundred 
and  four  miles,  and  that  the  actual  distance  was 
three  hundred  and  five  miles.  They  therefore 
failed  to  put  these  three  routes  into  operation. 
The  routes  which  they  obtained  in  Kentucky  they 
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(lid  put  in  operation.  The  Poatmaater  General 
finea  them  for  their  failure  on  the  three,  and  they 
paid  the  fines  out  of  the  routes  which  they  are 
now  actually  carrying  on  in  Kentucky.  They  are 
men  of  limited  means,  niid  it  is  very  embarraseing 
to  them,  it  ia  a  very  clear  case,  in  my  judgment. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  will  pass  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAIL  CONTRACT  SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  R.  Jefferson  and 
others,  to  reporta  joint  resolution  authorizing  set- 
tlements under  certain  mail  contracts.  As  1  shall 
necessarily  be  absent  from  the  city  for  some  weeks 
to  come,  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  consider  it  now.  If  it  should  lead  to  any 
discussion  1  will  consent  to  let  it  pass  over. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  require 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office 
Department,  to  settle  thsaccounts  of  the  contract- 
ors fur  carrying  the  mail  of  the  Uniud  States, 
who  were  ordered  by  the  Postmaster  General  to 
suspend  a  portion  of  their  regular  mail  service  be- 
tween November  1,  1836,  and  the  1st  of  June, 
1639,  at  the  jiro  rata  reduction  of  their  contract 
pay,  and  credit  each  one  with  a  sum  equal  to  the 
amount  withheld  from  his  pay  under  the  order  of 
suspension  and  reduction,  and  thenrto  certify  the 
amount  found  to  be  due  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  payment.  The  Auditor,  however, 
is  not  to  allow  or  certify  any  case  where  it  is  not 
proved  that  the  services  were  actually  performed 
during  the  time  the  suspension  was  ordered. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
WILLIAM  TAN  WART. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  am  instructed  by  th*  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  report  a  bill  granting  arrears 
of  pension  to  the  r^resentatives  of  William  Van 
Wart,  deceased,  which  1  do,  and  ask  that  the  report 
may  be  printed.  I  will  state  to  the  Senate,  that 
the  party,  for  the  relief  of  whose  heirs-at-law  the 
bill  18  reporied,  was  the  one  who  gave  to  Pauld- 
ing, Williams,  and  Van  Wart,  the  information 
which  put  them  on  the  lookout  for  Major  Andr£, 
on  his  return  from  the  American  lines,  after  his 
interview  with  Arnold.  He  is  dead,  and  his 
family  are  in  need  of  such  a  provision.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be 
considered  ai  this  time.  It  only  grants  the  arrears 
of  pension,  which  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
(ays  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  them,  but 
which  were  withheld  under  existing  previous  laws 
for  want  of  evidence.  1  ask  for  its  immediate 
consideration. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  object 
to  its  consideratijin  now.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  a  short  time  since,  reported  a  bill,  and 
asked  for,  its  consideration,  without  asking  that 
the  report  accompanying  it  be  printed.  Now  he 
makes  a  report,  and  moves  to  have  it  printed,  but, 
in  the  meanwhile,  wants  to  have  the  bill  passed. 
I  would  rather  have  the  report  printed  first. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time  by  its  title,  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  William  Van 
Wart,  deceased,"  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARMT  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to 
wNbm  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ann  Eliza 
ChiMs,  widow  of  General  Childs,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  general  law  granting  half  pay  to  the 
widows  of  all  oOicers  of  the  Army  who  died  while 
in  the  service  of  the  country,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to  re- 
port a  general  bill  providing  half  pay  for  all 
widows  and  minor  children  of  officers  or  privates 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  who  may  die  in 
the  line  of  their  duty  in  the  public  service. 

1  willvtate  to  the  Senate  that,  as  is  known  per- 
haps to  most  members,  by  a  general  act,  passed 
in  1837, 1  think,  this  provision  vas  made  for  the 
widows  and  minor  children  of  all  officer8,8eamen, 
and  marines  in  the  Navy,  but  no  such  provision 
is  made  for  any  widow  or  orphan  of  an  officer  or 
private  in  the  service  of  the  Army,  unless  he  died 
of  wounds  received,  or  diseases  contnusted  during 


some  wars  since  1790.  Now,  the  committee  con- 
cluded, in  order  to  equalize  the  pension  system, 
to  report  the  same  bounty  to  the  widows  and 
minor  children  of  officers  of  the  Army,  which  is 
extended  to  the  widows  and  minor  children  of 
officers  of  the  Navy.  This  bill  should  be  passed, 
or  we  should  abolish  the  formeract.  They  have, 
therefore,  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  According 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  continue  half  pay  to  certain  widows  and  or- 
phans," was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate now  take  up  for  consideration  the  bill  "  to 
Provide  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  New 
lexlco,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  has  been 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
It  is  important  that  it  should  be  passed  now,  be- 
cause a  day  has  been  fixed  for  the  consideration 
of  territorial  business  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  the  Senate  should  pass  the  -bill  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  reach  the 
House  before  the  "territorial  day."  I  appeal 
to  the  Senate,  therefore,  to  take  up  and  consider 
the  bill  now. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  have  reported  an  entire  substitute 
for  the  bill  which  was  originally  introduced  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields.] 
The  substitute  was  drawn  up  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  after  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Committees  on  Public  Lands  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  received  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  two  committees.  The 
amendment  of  the  committee  is  to  strike  outall  of 
the  bill  afler  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  Uie  PreaidenI,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  Bhall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aothorised  to  appoint 
a  earveyoT  fenersi  fbr  New  Mexleo,  whose  power,  aod  au- 
tboriiy,  duties,  enmpentstioo,  and  sllowancei  ftir  clerk 
hire,  office  rent,  Awl,  fce.,  ahaU  b«  Uie  uune  u  now  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  surveyor  general  of  Caiifornia ;  and  he 
shall  locate  his  office,  from  dne  lo  time,  at  such  places  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  Presidenl  oflbe  United  Sutes. 

Sao.  iL  Jtnd  h*  it  fvaUm  enseled,  Thai  to  every  white 
male  American  diizeo  of  the  United  Stales,  «r  who  has 
declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  over  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years,  who  was  rraidiog  in  said  Territory  prior 
10  the  Srat  day  of  Janoary,  elgbieennundrad and  fifly- three, 
there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  donated  one  half  section,  or 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  if  single,  but  if 
married,  one  seclion,  or  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and 
lo  each  while  male  American  citizen,  who  shall  have 
removed  or  sbsll  remove  to  and  settle  in  ssid  Territory  be- 
tween the  lint  dsy  of  Janaary,  eighteen  handred  and  flfly- 
three,  and  the  flrst  day  of  January,  eighteeu^hundred  and 
fitty-cigbt,  there  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  donated  one 
quarter  section  or  one  handred  and  sixty  acres,  if  a  single 
man,  or  if  married,  one  half  seclion  or  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  on  condition  of  actual  setllemeni  and  culti- 
vation for  not  less  than  four  years :  Proviiti,  Aoioeeer, 
That  each  of  said  donations  shall  include  the  actual  seille- 
ment  and  Improvement  of  the  donee,  and  shall  be  selected 
by  legal  subdlvtsioDS  wilbin  three  monlbs  after  the  survey 
of  the  land  where  the  seldemeol  was  made  before  the  sur- 
vey, and  where  the  settlement  was  made  after  the  aurvey, 
then  within  three  months  after  the  setileinent  has  been 
made  t  and  all  persons  fliiling  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  llieir  claims  wilbiii  thai  time  shall  forfeit  ail  right  to  ihe 
same. 

Sec.  3.  .4*' teU  Airl/lerenacteii,  That  on  proof  ofset- 
llemenl  and  cultivadon,  as  required  by  this  act,  to  the  sat- 
isfhcUon  of  the  surveyor  general,  or  other  officer  d«<lgnsted 
by  Ian  for  that  purpoee,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  Uie 
Secretary  of  Ihe  Interior,  a  certitcalK  shall  be  issued  to  the 
party  entitled,  on  presentation  of  which,  if  approved  by 
Ihe  Secretary  of  rile  Interior,  a  patent  shall  Issue  thereon : 
Proeidcri,  AovrMT,  That  on  Ihe  death  of  any  sneb  seuler 
before  the  compleliOQ  of  the  fitur  years  occupancy  and  cui- 
Uvalion  required  by  this  act,  the  right  shall  descend  lo  bis 
heirs-at-law,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  and  patent 
as  aforesaid,  on  proof,  as  before  provided,  of  enntinaed 
occupaaey  and  caUvailon  by  such  settler  to  the  Ume  of  bis 
dealli. 

Sao.  4.  JtnA  \t  (1  fitrthtr  enaeted,  Tliat  none  of  Ihe  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  extend  to  mineral  or  school  lands, 
salines,  military  or  other  reservations,  or  lands  settled  on 
and  occupied  for  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce  anil  not 
fur  agriculture,  and  ail  legal  subdiviainns  so  setUed  on  and 
occupied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  lor  purposes  of  trade  and 
commerce  and  not  for  agriculture,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
provisiODS  of  the  set  of  Ihe  twenty-third  of  May,  eighteen 
haiidrcd  and  forty-tbar,  in  relsiion  lo  town  sites  on  the 
public  lands,  whether  so  setUed  and  occupied  before  or 
after  the  survey  of  said  lands,  except  that  said  lands  shall 
be  donated  instead  ofbeing  sold. 

Sso.  5.  ^nd  ie  it  faHhtt  enacted.  Thai  sections  sixteen 
and  thirty-six  in  each  township  in  said  Territory  alMll  be 
reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  therein,'nnd  when  either  of 
said  sections,  or  any  part  thereof,  sliall  be  taken  by  a  claim 
odgtastlag  ttodsr  llUs  act,  before  Uw  sarvey  of  the  lands. 


other  lands,  in  lieu  thereof,  shall  be  selected  by  the  Gnv- 
ernor  of  the  Territory^  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  th* 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Sac.  6.  Jind  (<  it  farther  enacted.  That  a  qunnlily  of 
land  equal  to  two  townships  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  granted  to  said  Territory,  for  the  establi«l)inent  of 
a  universily  therein,  to  be  selected  under  the  direction  of 
the  Legislature  thereof,  in  legal  subdivisions  of  not  less 
than  one  half  section,  and  lo  be  disposed  of  as  said  Legis- 
lature shall  direct. 

Ssc.  7.  .4»il  be  U/urlher  enacted.  That  any  of  the  lands, 
not  taken  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject 
lo  the  operations  of  the  preiiuiptlnn  act  of  September  fuurlb, 
eighteen  hundred  and  mrty-one,  as  extended  to  Cafiromis, 
and  any  person  claiming  a  donsLiioii  under  this  act  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter  the  land  claimed  by  him  at  any  time  prior 
to  the  four  years*  occupancy  and  cultivation  ipquired,  by 
paying  therefiir  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  five 
cents  per  acre,  and  proving  occupancy  and  cultivaliOM  op 
to  Ihe  time  of  such  puyiueni. 

i^ec.  8.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  II  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  surveyor  general,  under  such  instructions  as 
may  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  asceruia 
the  origin,  nature,  character,  and  extent  of  ail  claims  to 
lands  under  the  laws,  usages,  and  custonis  of  Spain  and 
IMexico,  and  tor  Ibis  purpose  may  ivsue  notices,  sumninne 
witnesiies,  administer  oaths,  and  do  and  perform  all  other 
necessary  acu  in  tlie  premises.  H  e  siiall  make  a  full  report 
on  all  such  claifns  m  originated  before  the  cession  of  the 
territory  to  the  Uniti^d  States  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  denoting  the 
variousgradesof  title,  with  his  decision  as  to  the  validity 
or  invalidity  of  each  of  the  same,  under  the  laws,  usages, 
and  customs  of  ihe  country  llefore  lis  cession  to  the  United 
Statep,  and  vhall  also  make  a  n-port  in  regard  to  all  pueblos 
existing  in  the  Territory,  showing  the  extent  and  locality  of 
each,  slating  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  said  pueblosy 
respectlrel}',  Uie  nature  of  their  titles  to  the  land;  such  re- 
port to  be  made  according  to  the  form  which  mny  be  pre- 
scribed by  th^ecrelaryuf  the  Interior,  which  report  shalP 
be  laid  before  /Congress  for  such  action  thereon  as  may  be 
deemed  ju>l  and  proper,  with  a  view  to  confirm  bona  fids 
grants,  and  give  full  effect  lo  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-eight,  between  the  United  States  andMexico,  and 
until  tile  final  action  of  Congress  on  such  claims,  all  lands 
covered  thereby  shall  be  reserved  from  sale,  or  other  dis- 
posal liy  the  Government,  and  shall  not  be  sut^ect  lo  Ibe 
donstions  granted  by  the  previous  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  .And  te  ii  further  enacted.  That  f\ill  power  and 
authority  are  hereby  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
lo  issue  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  fully  carrying 
into  elTect  the  several  provisions  of  this  acl. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  introduced  the  original  bill; 
and  on  my  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committe* 
on  Public  Lands.  I  have  examined  the  substitul« 
of  the  committee,  and  I  find  it  to  be  quite  an  im- 
provement upon  the  original  bill.  I  think  it  much 
better  adapted  to  the  condition  of  this  distant  Ter- 
ritory than  the  original  bill.  1  am,  therefore, 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  substitute. 

Mr.  HUNTER:  I  am  not  sure  that  I  under- 
stand exactly  the  provisions  of  this  amendment, 
but  it  seems  to  me  from  hearinjgit  read,  that  it 
gives  away  all  the  lands  in  this  Territory  to  actual 
settlers.  It  gives  some  persons  as  much  as  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.    Ila  provisions  ore  pre-  " 
cisely  the  same  as  those  which  were  made  in  the 
case  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  can  state  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia,  riiat  the  provisions  of  tbia 
amendment  are  the  same  as  were  made  in  the  Ore- 
eon  and  California  bills;  and  the  lands  in  Nevr 
Mexico  are  much  less  valuable  than  those  in  either 
California  or  Oregon.  It  docs  not  give  any  addi- 
tional land. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  a^ecd 
to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
waa  read  a  third  time,  lyid  passed;  and  its  title 
was  amended  so  as  to  read,  "  A  bill  to  establish 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  to 
grant  donations  to  actwtl  settlers  therein,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Mr.  STUART.  As  therA  seems  to  be  no  other 
business  now  before  the  Senate,  and  as  the  hour 
has  arrived  at  which,  by  the  agreement  or  under- 
standing made  yesterday,  we  should  go  into  Exec- 
utive session,  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

The  motion  was  sgreed  to;  and  after  sometime 
spent  in  Executive  session,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  the  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuDRtDAT,  ^ftil  20, 1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Willi&h  H.  Milborm. 
The  Joamol  of  yesterday  woe  read  and  approved . 
ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  first  business  in  oider 
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if  the  question  upon  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
resolution  for  exienilinp  the  existing  contract  for 
tarrying  the  mail  in  Aliihamn.  The  question 
pendint;  is  the  motion  to  recoinmit  the  bill  to  the 
Gommiilee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads; 
and  upon  that  question  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
lucky  [Mr.  Gret]  ia  entitled  to  the  floor. 
CLERK  FOR  A  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.GRET]  to  yield  me  the  floor  for 
it  moment.  I  will  not  consume  much  of  his  time. 
Mr.  GREY.  I  will  yield, if  it  be  not  taken  out 
of  my  lime. 

_  Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on  Ter- 
I  ritories  have  found  it  impossihie  to  properly  dis- 
>chnrge  their  duties  as  connected  wilh  the  various 
1  inatters  referred^to  them  by  the  House,  unless 
'  they  can  have  the  assistance,  for  a  short  time,  of 
Ihe  services  of  a  clerk.  They  have  asked  me  to 
I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  em- 
I  power  them  to  employ  a  clerk  for  the  period  of 
I  thirty  days.     I  ofl'er  the  following  resolution: 

*  ilMo/ecrf,  Tlial  thff  Committee  on  Trrritnrinn  be  nuThnr- 
Iteeil  to  fMiiplny  a  rlerk,ftt  ft  prion  notpxcpedin*  four  dollnrn 
y  tort  il«y  for  the  time  paid  clerk  is  Keliially  cn^need  :  Jiiid 
I  froridedf  Haid  clerk  is  not  to  be  employed  beyond  the  period 
l#r thirty  dayd. 

'     Mr.  MURRAY.     I  object  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.     It  is  impossible  for  the 
Icomtnitlee  to  get  along  without  a  clerk  for  the  time 
J  Specified;  and  1  am  sure  the  genlletnan  will  wilh- 
l^lraw  the  objection,  if  he  considers  that  the  reso. 
*atton  authorizes  the  committee  to  employe  clerk, 
or  only  thirty  days. 
Mr.  BISSELL.     It  i»  a  very  modest  request, 
nd  I  hope  it  will  be  granted. 
Mr.  MURRAY.     1  withdraw  the  objection. 
The  resolution  was  then  introduced  and  adopted. 
Mr.  GREY.     I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
f4lie  House  to  offer  a  resolution. 
U   Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama.     I  call  for  the  reg- 
Inlar  order  of  business. 

[f  Mr.  GREY.     I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
I  the  resolution  to  be  read  for  information,  and  I  am 
urehe  will  then  have  no  objection  to  it. 
Mr.  HARRIS.     I  will  withdraw  my  call,  pro- 
|>ided  the  resolution  which  the  gentleman  wishes 
Ljki  introduce  is  not  intended  to  delay  action  upon 
'he  bill  which  was  under  consideration  yesterday. 
Mr.  GREY,     It  is  not  designed  to  do  so;  and 
'  there  is  any  objection  to  it,  1  will  not  say  a 
Irord  upon  it. 
The  resolution  was  then  read  for  information, 
follows: 

I.  ,Rf«otred,  Thflt  the  Postmaster  General  tw  dirpcted  to 
report  to  llie  [louse  orRepreH«iitative.i  why  the  mall  ser- 
vice was  not  "  let"  and  contracted  for  on  Ihe'river  routes, 
1st.  From  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  Evansville,  Indiana, 
and  hack,  daily;  2(L  From  Evansville  to  Cairo,  Illinois, 
and  back,  daily;  3d.  From  C.Tiro  to  St.  Louis,  Mis:«ouri, 
and  back,  daily  ;  according  to  the  advfTtl!--emenl  ot"31st  De- 
ceinhcr,  16^*2,  and  Uie  1 1th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  31st  August,  1862,  which  made  it  the  "duly  of 
the  Poatinasler  General  to  issue  proposals  and  contract  for 
the  tran^iporlnlion  of  a  daily  mail"  on  those  routes,  •*  on 
suitable  and  safe  steamboats."  The  bids,  by  terms  of  the 
adveruscmeiit,  to  be  received  in  tile  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment "  tiiuil  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  the  loth  day  of  Feb 
ruary,  ia''i3,  to  be  di-cided  by  1st  of  .March,  and  service  to 
commence  on  Ist  July  following,  and  continue  for  four 
years." 

3.  Hetolredj  That  he  furnisti  copies  of  all  the  contracts 
and  bids,  and  *'  proposals  "  for  contracts  and  bids,  whieh 
have  been  made  with,  proposed  to,  or  received  fropi  Thom- 
as Bhtrlr»E;k  and  Z.  M.  Shirley,  or  either  of  them,  or  with, 
to,  or  from  any  other  person  or  persons,  locelher  with  cop 
ies  of  all  the  amendments,  alterations,  privileges,  exI^H- 
sions,  or  re-<rriclions  anihnrixed  and  permitted,  or  assumed 
and  exercised,  and  of  alt  orders  for  additional  compensation, 
except  w  hat  ajipears  on  Ihe  face  of  th*i  contract  or  con- 
tracts, ora  Ibis  said  route  from  Louisville  to  St.  Louis,  or 
any  part  -of  it,  since  March,  1851.  AI.so,  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  "  mail  messengers,"  *'  route  agerils,"  local  .-igenls, 
and  emiiioyees,  that  now  are,  or  have  at  any  one  time  du- 
ring the  above  period,  been  cngHged  in,  or  connected  with, 
the  service  on  that  route,  (exclusive  of  postmasters) — at 
what  poiii:a  engaged,  and  the  salary  per  quarter  or  per 
annum  of  each  one  of  them  ;  also,  who  are  now  the  con- 
tractors fiy»ni  Louisville  to  St.  [>ouis,  and  in  what  manner 
each  and  all  of  said  contracts  were  made,  whether  privately 
or  by  beiiiK  let  to  Ihe  lowest  bidder;  also,  what  intermediate 
offices  between  Louisville  and  St.  Louis  have  bi^en  aiithor- 
iz-ed  to  he  supplied  by  each  contract  on  that  route  since 
March,  Itt-nl,  and  how  often  per  week  each  am)  every  one 
of  those  offices  were  to  be  supplied  unller  those  contracts 
or  arrangements  sii-ce  March,  1851. 

3.  ResoU'cd,  That  he  furnish  copies  of  all  orders,  rules, 
or  regulations  adopted  hy  him.  which  tends  to  prevent  or 
deny  to  menibrra  of  Ccingress  the  privilege  of  going  into 
the  public  rooms  of  the  Post  Ollice  Depiinnient,  and  then 
and   there   cxninining,  with   assistance  of  the  clerks,  the 

*  public  records"  under  the  charge  of  said  cli-rks. 

4.  Rttolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  he  directed  to 
itolisb  alJ  rialcs,  ortten,  or  regulatinos,  which  prevents  or 


I  think  that  resolution  ought  not 
I  must  object. 
Which  one  does  the  gentleman 


denies  the  privilege  to  the  members  of  Congress  of  going 
into  the  public  rooms  in  the  Post  OfTlce  Departnient,  and 
tljen  and  there  examining  such  public  records  in  Ihe  pres- 
ence, and  wilh  Ihe  nssisMnce  of  Uiu  clerk  having  charge  of 
them,  as  such  member  may  desire.  That  he  also  alsilish 
all  rules,  ordiTs,  or  regulations  by  which  the  clerks,  or  either 
of  them,  are  prevented  or  ri-siraiiied  from  aflbrding  to  any 
member  such  information  during  those  examinations  as  the 
public  records  of  the  Post  Oflice  JJepartmcui  will  enable 
him  to  give. 

Mr.  DEAN, 
to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GREY. 
object  to  ? 

Mr.  DEAN.  The  last  one.  The  one  which 
proposes  to  interfere  in  the  Postmaster  General's 
disposition  of  the  rooms  in  his  Department. 

Mr.  GREY.  If  the  gentleman  objecw  to  only 
one,  I  hope  the  others  may  be  adopted. 

TheSPE.AKER.  The  resolutions  cannot  be  re- 
ceived, unless  by  unanimous  consent  of  theHouse. 

Mr.  DE.^N.     I  must  object. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  that  next  Monday  will  be  resolution 
day.     I(  he  will  offer  it  then,  I  will  not  object. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  cannot  offer  it  now,  of  course, 
if  the  gentleman  objects.  Mr.  Speaker,  how  much 
time  have  I  left.' 

The  SPEAKER.    Twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  GREY  then  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks  in  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  con- 
tract which  WHS  proposed  to  be  extended  by  this 
bill.  He  showeti  that  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
given  was  higher  than  was  allowed  for  a  greater 
amount  of  service  by  other  contractors.  He  said 
that  there  wereeostern  men  who  had  actually  pro- 
posed to  take  this  contract  at  $44,740,  for  which 
It  was  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  give§CO,000. 
[See  Appendix  for  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  HARRIS, of  Alabama,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  GREY.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
to  allow  me  to  correct  one  remark.  I  said  this 
bid  was' for  §40,000.  I  understand  it  was  $44,000. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  ask  the  sentleman  if 
that  included  steamboat  service  between  Mobile 
and  Stockton .' 

Mr.  GREY.  It  did  include  steamboat  service 
and  all. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  seldom 
intrude  myself  upon  the  House,  and  never  unless 
it  is  from  a  sense  of  duty.  And  from  a  convic- 
tion of  that  kind ,  I  now  propose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks, chiefly  in  reply  to  what  has^allen  from  my 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat. 

Sir,  the  person  who  is  perhaps  most  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  disposition  which  is  to  be  macie  of 
this  resolution,  is  my  neighbor  and  constituent. 
He  has  been  placed  by  one  of  the  Departments  of 
this  Government  in  such  a  position  that  if  this 
resolutiofl  be  defeated,  he  will  be,  if  not  entirely 
ruined,  at  least  seriously  injured,  and  1  propose 
to  make  this  apparent  before  I  lake  my  seat. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  i  say  in 
all  kindness  to  him,  has  brought  a  degree  of  oppo- 
sition to  this  resolution  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
totally  disproportionate  to  the  object  which  itcon- 
tempfates.  The  gentleman  seems  to  be  very  bit- 
ter in  his  opposition;  and,  if  t  may  be  allowed  in 
kindness  to  say,  liis  opposition  seems  rather  to  be 
directed  to  the  Post  Office  Department  than  to  the 
resolution  under  consideration  itself. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  seek  not  to  make  myself  a  party 
to  any  controversy  between  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral and  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky.  I 
wish  not  to  mix  myself  up  in  any  such  matter. 
All  I  ask  is,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
comes  here  with  prejudice  in  his  heart  against  the 
Post  Office  Department,  that  that  prejudice  n<ay 
not  be  allowed  to  operate  to  the  injury  of  these 
innocent  contractors  who  are  likely  to  be  ruined 
by  the  failure  of  theHouse  to  pass  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, to  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  assure  him  that  I 
have  not  the  least  prejudice  against  these  contract- 
ors. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Certainly  not.  I  did  not  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  as  having  any. 

Mr.  GREY.  Nor  have  I  any  personal  preju- 
dice against  the  Postmaster  General.  But  I  have 
a  prejudice  against,  and  I  am  opposed  to  allnwine, 
an  officer  of  this  Government  Ihe  exercise  of  dis- 
cretionary power,  such  as  the  Pustniaaler  General 
hag  exercised  in  thia  case. 


Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  I  do  not  stand  here  as  an  apologist  of  the 
Postmaster  General.  I  am  clothed  with  no  such 
authority;  I  invite  no  such  responsibility;  I  aspire 
to  no  such  dangerous  |jre<;minence;  nor  shall  I  go 
one  step  further  in  his  defense  than  I  ileem  abso- 
lutely necessary  injustice  to  these  contractors. 

Now,  sir,  i  Jo  not  propose  to  follow  my  hon- 
orable friend  through  all  the  sinuosities  of  his 
argument.  He  has  made  two  vehement  speeches 
in  opposition  to  this  resolution,  one  when  it  was 
before  the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  and  the 
other  commenced  yesterday  and  finished  to-day. 
I  do  not  propose  to  follow  him.  In  the  brief  period 
of  forty  minutes,  in  which  1  wish  to  close  my 
remarks,  I  could  not  follow  him.  I  wish  to  confine 
myself  to  what  I  consider  thegist  of  this  mailer — 
the  contract.  I  will  not  go  back  beyond  the  period 
of  the  contract  to  investigate  whether  or  not  the 
head  of  the  Post  Office  Department  has  done  right 
or  wrong.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  matter;  and  how  stands  it  ? 

But,  I  will  first  say,  that  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Grky]  spoke  yesterday  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  House;  that  it  wns  Democratic;  and 
he  oppeuled  to  the  majority  here  not  to  dispose  of 
the  matter  on  principles  of  party.  By  way  of 
giving  force  to  his  appeal,  he  said  that  he  had 
never  been  considered  too  good  a  Whig,  for  he 
had  run  against  the  organization  of  his  own  party. 
Now,  I  mention  this  simply  by  way  of  reply,  that 
I  am  ngood  Democrat.  I  respect  the  organization 
of  all  parlies;  and  yet  do  I  stand  here,  in  the  midst 
of  a  Democratic  majority,  without  appealing  to 
Democrats  on  the  score  of  parly.  I  do  not  ask 
them  to  vote  for  this,  because  it  is  recommended 
by  a  Democratic  Postmaster  General,  and  I  appeal 
wilh  confidence  to  Whigs,  to  say  that  they  will 
not  reject  it,  because  it  has  the  recommendation  of 
a  Democratic  Postmaster  General.  * 

My  friend,  in  the  first  speech  he  made,  seemed 
to  me  to  endeavor  to  interweave  someihing  like 
prejudice  against  this  measure,  by  iiiliinaling  that 
there  was  favoritism  on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office 
Department;  that  a  previous  special  mail  agent 
had  becomethebeneficiary  of  this  contract.  When 
we  come  to  look  into  this  matter,  we  find  that  the 
very  individual  of  whom  my  honorable  friend 
speaks  is,  as  I  can  testify,  as  good  a  W  hig  as  ever 
trod  the  soil  of  Alabama.  The  other  is  a  Demo- 
crat; but  they  are  both  honoroble  men — men  of 
enterprise,  and  who  are  and  have  been  connected 
with  the  staging  interest  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  the  Whig,  fell  under  the  guillotine  of 
this  Administration;  and  after  he  was  decapitated, 
he  and  Mr.  Powell  came  together  and  made  this 
contract.  There  is  no  favoritism  in  it.  The  Post- 
master Genet^al  was  animated  by  higher  consider- 
ations— considerations  which  looked  to  the  publio 
interests  of  the  country,  as  i  think  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  show.  How  stands  this  matter,  ihen,sir.> 
I  propose  to  stale  the  facts,  divested  of  all  the  ex- 
traneous matter  to  which  my  honorable  friend  has 
alluded. 

This  contract  which  is  proposed  to  be  extended, 
is  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Montgomery 
and  Mobile,  a  distance  of  some  one  hundred 
and  sixiy  or  one  huadred  and  ninety  miles.  It 
is  in  the  line  of  the  great  thoroughfare  belweei> 
the  great  cities  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Charleston,  and  Augusta,  to  the 
north,  and  to  the  south  of  the  great  cities  of 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  and  all  the  south,  f 
say,  sir,  that  it  is  a  link  of  this  great  chain  of 
inter  communication.  One  of  the  most  important 
mails  of  the  country  passes  over  it,  perhops  the 
most  important.  Well,  in  consequence  of  the 
extension  of  railroad  improvements,  the  reduction 
of  the  postage  on  printed  mail  matter,  the  increase 
of  population  wilhin  the  last  few  years,  the  mails 
have  become  so  cumbrous  that  it  is  impossible 
that  a  four-horse  stage  coach,  which  was  the  spe- 
cific contract  for  that  route,  could  convey  tliia 
mail.  This  mail  supplies  New  Orleans;  supplies 
Pensacola,  one  of  your  naval  stations;  supplies 
Alabama,  portion  of  Mississippi,  South  Arkan- 
sas; and  supplies  the  country  for  a  considerable 
distance  up  the  Mississippi  river.  It  xa  an  im- 
portant mail — important  to  the  people,  and  most 
especially  important  to  the  commercial  and  mer- 
cantile interests  of  the  country. 

My  honorable  friend  says,  ihot  sometime  back 
the  mail  passed  over  this  route  for  $36,000  per 
annum.   So  itdid.   During  the  last  year,  in  conae- 
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i^Miie*  of  thiaceumtilatioBef  mail  HMUar  at  Mont- 
gomery, wharo  it  ia  piUd  up  in  maasca  to  aueh  aa 
extant  that  a  houae  would  not  contain  it,  where  it 
ia  put  on  the  aide-walk,  obatrueting  the  paaaagea  in 
the  eity,aa  1  have  acen  it,  it  haa  become  neceaaary 
that  additional  aenriee  ahould  be  performed. 

My  honorable  friend  readathelaw,aad  be  telle 
you  that  theae  contractor*  agreed  to  carry  the 
whole  mail,  and  that  when  a  man  make*  a  eon- 
liaet  of  that  kind  be  muat  earrr  the  whole  mail ; 
if  he  haa  a  two-horae  alage  coach ,  and  a  ateemboat 
cornea  along,  the  two-horae  atage  coach  muat  take 
the  ateamboat  load,  for  that  ia  the  interpretation. 

Mr.  GREY.  The  gentleman  miaundeiatood  ma. 
I  aaid  that  if  the  mail  waa  more  than  the  contract- 
or could  cany)  tl>*  Poatmaater  General  muat  re- 
leaae  him.  The  law  providea  that  hi*  contract 
Aall  be  forfeited. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  read  the  law  myaelf. 
My  honorable  friend  ia  miataken  upon  that  point. 
That  ia  not  the  law.  Whenever  a  coatraetor 
atoiuioiu  hia  contract,  or  whanerar  the  Poat- 
maater General  fMa  it  to  be  hia  dnty  to  diamiaa 
him,  h«  can  do  it.  If  the  contractor  abandona  hia 
eantract,  then  the  Poatmaater  General  muat  ra- 
•dvertiae  the  aarvice.  But  in  a  caaa  like  (hia, 
there  ia  no  neceaaity  for  a  readvertiaement.  The 
kw  doe*  not  require  it.  The  Department  haa 
never  praetioad  upon  it.  But  here  ia  the  law,  and 
the  reaaon  of  it  will  addreaa  itaelf  at  once  to  the 
food  aaaaa  of  every  intelligent  man.  What  bit? 
It  ia,  that  whenever  it  baeomea  neceaaary  for  the 
•eraice  of  the  Poet  Office  Department,  or  for  the 
poaial  aarviceof  the  country,  that  additional  aer- 
Tteeahall  be  put  upon  a  line,  the  Poatmaater  Gen- 
eral ia  clothed  with  authority  to  put  additional 
service  upon  it,  aini  it  ia  limited  only  by  the 
^eatMNi  of  pay ;  he  cannot  go  beyond  the  are  rals 
pay  for  the  original  contract.  That  is  the  aab- 
a*lanee  of  the  law. 

Mr.  GREY.  Will  the  gentleman  now  allow 
me  to  read  a  portion  of  tkecoatiaet  made  by  theae 
Tery  contractors  > 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  know  what  the  eonlnuit  is. 
The  geotleman  has  read  it  once. 

Mr.  GREY.  1  have  not  read  this  part  of  it  ia 
relatioa  to  the  service.  It  aays,  that  the  PoaU 
■water  General  may  diacontinue  or  oartail  the 
service,  in  order  to  place  on  the  route  a  greater 
degree  of  acrvice,  or  Whenever  the  public  intareals 
require  auch  curlailracnt  or  diaeoMiniuuMe,  and 
diat  the  contractor  ahall  be  paid  on*  month'a  pay. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  know  that.  Certainly  the 
Poatmaater  General  has  reserved  the  right  to  him- 
self, under  the  law,  of  anaullingthiscontraet  alto- 
gether, by  paying  the  cootractora  one  ignonlh'a 
extra  pay.  He  doea  that  in  every  eontmct.  There 
is  not  a  contract  made  in  the  Uaion  that  is  not 
precieely  in  the  terms  which  have  been  read  by 
the  eenUenan.  But  let  me  turn  to  the  law.  Here 
is  the  law — (he  law  made  by  you,  aad  it  clothes 
the  Postmaster  General  with  authority,  in  the 
first  place  to  annul  a  contract  if  he  thinks  proper, 
and  m  the  next  place,  to  put  additional  service  on 
the  route,  and  in  the  event  he  does  order  additional 
service,  he  can  pay  nothing  more  than  fra  rata  for 
that  additional  service.    That  ia  (he  law. 

Now,  what  are  the  flwisin  thia  caae?  I  aay, 
that  that  very  proviaion  of  the  law  contemplated 
that  aueh  an  exigency  might  ariae  in  the  poetal 
arrangemenu  of  the  country,  and  it  therefore  pro- 
vided that  the  Poatmaater  General  ahould  add  to 
the  aervice.  Well,  air,  precieely  audi  an  exi- 
gency did  ariae  in  thia  case;  and  in  rtbuUal  to  the 
icclaration  of  my  friend  that  thia  aervice  has 
heretofore  been  performed  by  Wade,  Allen  A 
Co.,  and  that  there  ie  now  no  neceesity  for  extra 
pay,  I  need  only  refer  t<f  the  eamraunieatioa  •t 
the  Poetmaster  General,  wbieh  comes  here  in 
answer  to  the  reaolution  of  my  friend,  for  ample 
evidence  to  ehow  that  thie  exigency  contemplated 
by  law  had  arisen.    What  is  it? 

I  preeume  that  a  great  majoritv  of  the  members 
have  reed  it,  aa  it  M  found  in  docvment  eighty- 
nine.  I  will  not  coneume  th*  time  of  the  Houae 
by  reading  it.  In  the  communication  signed  by 
four  apecial  mail  agente  of  the  Department,  ad- 
dreased  to  the  Department,  I  find  the  rollowiog: 

"  We  era  MlifSnt  Ihtt  the  meito  have  nnitj  doulMed  In 
the  Uit  twelve  monlliK,  an4  thai  •nmeibinic  ihaald  be  done, 
with  ad  lilUe  delay  u  ponihie,  to  relieve  eaid  line  by  patdiii 
on  an  addidoDil  daily  line  of  eoacbea." 

Thia  communication  i*  aigned  by  four  apecial 
■Mil  agents,  who ar*  opaa  IMgrewid,  acqaaialad 


with  th«  neces*itisa  of  th*  service  and  the  geog- 
raphy of  the  oouotry;  and  this  is  the  information 
which  they  communicate  to  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. But  thia  ia  not  all.  My  friend  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Gbet,]  in  the  firat  apeech  he 
made  the  other  day,  atatea  that  thia  waa  a  secret 
and  private  contract,  and  that  the  thing  waa  done  I 
in  a  comer.  It  was  done  from  the  houae-top.  I 
have  read  from  the  report  of  the  apecial  mail  ageota; 
and  in  the  very  same  pamphlet  containing  it,  to 
which  1  call  the  attention  of  the  Speaker  and  the 
House,  I  find  a  memoriid,  aigned  by  the  leading  cit- 
isens  of  Mobile,  asking  for  aidditional  aervice  upon 
thia  line.  Not  only  ao,  but  1  call  the  attention  of 
th*  Hous*  to  a  jnemorial,  contained  in  the  eame 
pamphlet,  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleana,  asking  for  thia  additional 
aervic*.  Th*  newspaper  preaa  in  that  region  of 
the  country  teemed  with  articlea  upon  the  aubject 
of  mail  irreeularitiea  and  mail  obatroctiona  occa- 
aioned  by  the  accumulation  of  mail  mauar. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  colleague  eaya  that  the  con- 
tract wa*  not  a  secret  and  private  one,  and  that 
the  thing  was  not  done  in  a  corner.  I  ask  him  if 
he  will  read  the  propooition  from  a  number  of 
steamboat  men  i 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  waa  juat  coming  to  that.  I 
think  I  have  ahown,  and  produced  evidence,  that 
the  exigency  contemplated  by  the  law  had  ariaen, 
and  that  the  mail  could  not  be  conveyed  under  the 
contract  requiring  the  mail  to  be  carried  in  single 
four-horse  coaches.  The  exigency  ^ose,  and 
the  service  had  to  be  increased.  What  does  the 
Postmaster  General  do  >  Did  he  contract  privately 
and  secretly,  and  make  a  dandeetine  arrange- 
ment, aa  the  honorable  gentleman  intimated  ?  Not 
at  all.  Mr.  Zevely,  an  agent  of  the  Poet  Office 
Department,  was  sent  to  southern  Alabama,  and 
his  communication  is  contained  in  the  same  docu- 
ment called  for  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Grkv.]  Itaeema  that  the  Poatmaater 
General  sent  agenta  for  (he  purpoae  of  finding  out 
the  best  terms  upon  which  an  arrangement  could 
be  made.  What  waa  the  result?  I  find  in  thia 
aame  pamphlet  a  communication  from  th*  *team- 
boat  captama  of  the  nver,  and  alao  communica- 
tiona  from  the  oonlraetora  of  the  land  aervic*. 
Mark  you,  here  ia  a  communication  from  stage- 
mea  of  Montgomery  aad  Mobile,  upon  a  route 
running  parallel  with  the  river.  There  is  also  a 
letter  from  Messrs.  Waring  &  Co.,  addressed  to 
the  Postmsster  Goieral,  in  which  they  say: 

"  That  Ibey  have  bad  a  eonveniloa  of  ateenboal  eaplalaa 
to  deliberate  upon  thia  matter,  and  let  the  Poetisaaier  G«n- 
ehri  luKiw  the  beit  termi  upon  which  ibii  thing  could  be 
done.  Their  proposition  ia  to  carry  the  mail  for  glW.OM, 
Willi  Ibe  ptfvUtt*  of  an  extended  acbedule." 

That  ia  what  Ihe  ateamboat  captains  say,  in 
solamn  convention  aaaembled.  Let  me  i«ad  what 
Ihe  contraotora  far  the  land  aervic*  (ay.  H*re  ia 
the  correapondcnc*  contained  in  thia  aa'ma  docu- 
ment, called  for  by  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
of  Beman,  Ellsworth  A,  Co.,  th*  largest  and 
moat  reaponaibla  mail  contract  Arm  in  the  South. 
They  aay  to  the  PoMmaaUr  General  that  they 
will  undertake  it,  and  that  the  beat  term*  upon 
which  they  will  undertake  it  i*  |73,000;and  mark 
that  thia  ia  upon  the  condition  of  the  privilege  of 
having  the  contract  extended  for  four  yeiur*.  Now, 
air,  there  waa  the  proposition  made,  and  what  do 
Mesara.  Powell  and  Metcalfe  do  ?  ^her  propose 
that  they  will  do  it  for  the  same  rate  or  compen- 
aaUon  that  they  war*  to  get  for  the  original  line. 
But  the  epecial  agent*  of  the  Po*t  Office  Depart- 
ment aaid  that  the  eervioc  ought  to  be  doubled. 
The**  paitie*  aaid  they  would  do  double  aervice 
for  douhle  pay.  The  Postmaster  General  aaid  ha 
would  not  give  that,  but  that  he  would  give  two 
Ihirda  pro  rata  compenaation.  What  said  the 
oontraetora  to  that?  They  answered  that  they 
could  not  afford  to  d*  it  upoasueh terms.  They 
sgreed  t*  do  it  even  upon  such  terms,  provided 
that  the  Postmaster  General  would  recommend  to 
Congress  to  extend  their  contract  for  four  yean. 
Mark,  thia  occurred  only  laat  July.  Thia  addi- 
tional aervic*  commenced  on  the  firat  day  of 
November.  They  were  obliged  to  new  atoick  a 
route  one  hundred  and  aixty  milea  in  length  with 
horaea,  coachea,  and  everything  elae  neceaaary  for 
(he  aervice.  They  aaid  they  could  not  do  that 
for  a  term  of  only  aeven  months,  the  period  which 
elapaed  before  the  contract  would  expire;  but  that 
if  the  Poatmaater  General  would  recommend  to 
Congreaa  to  extend  the  contract  for  four  yeara, 
they  would  do  it. 


Mr.  GREY.  I  and«rataiid  th*  genilemm  ta 
aay  that  when  they  propoeed  (ogive  to  theae  cod- 
tractora  the  route  at  the  same  price  at  which  Wad* 
Allen  had  had  it,  they  said  they  could  not  under* 
take  to  do  it  for  the  seven  moniha,  the  unexpired 
time  of  their  contract.  But  if  the  gentleman  will 
look  at  the  contract,  he  will  ace  that  they  did  un- 
dertake to  do  it.  They  did  contract  to  do  it  at 
the  aame  price,  and  the  contract  ia  now  among  th* 
documenta  of  the  Poet  Office  Department. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  know  that;  but  aubsequent 
to  the  time  to  which  the  gentieman  refen,  it  be- 
eame  neceaaary  to  add  a  double  daily  aervic*. 
The  Department  aaid  we  reouire  a  double  aervice, 
and  thecontrectora  replied  that  they  would  do  it 
for  double  pay — double  the  price,  and  we  will 
double  the  laoor.  ButthePoetmaater  General  was 
not  willing  to  do  that,  but  he  proposed  to  pay 
them  two  thirda  pro  rata  compenaation,  and  they 
accepted  upon  the  terma  which  had  been  oBerea 
by  the  next  loweat  bidder,  |73,000.  The  contract 
waa  cloaad. 

Now,  why  is  it  that  Ellsworth  &  Co.  would 
not  agree  to  do  it  for  f72,000,  for  the.  unexpired 
term  of  aeven  montha?  Why  was  it  that  Powell 
aad  Metcalfe  would  not  eaceptof  it  upon  any  other 
ground  than  the  extension  of  their  contract?  Thv 
anawcr  will  b*  found  in  the  statement  which  I 
ahall  maka  of  the  expenaes  which  they  were 
obliged  to  incur.  What  ware  (hey?  They  had 
to  reatock  their  road,  which  ia  one  hundred  and 
aixty  miles  in  length.  Their  honea  were  jaded 
and  broken  down,  and  they  purehased  two  hun- 
dred honea.  They  built  several  bridges,  one  of 
which  COM  them,  out  of  their  private  purse,  |1,500. 
They  erected  workahopa  for  the  repaira  of  their 
coachea,  and  blackamith  ahope  for  repain  of  dam- 
age*. Yon  will  *ee  that  the**  latter  expenee*  were 
■eceaaary  from  the  fact  that  this  road  runs  through  . 
an  uninhabited  region  for  seventy  miles.  They 
have  had  to  erect  permanent  stables  and  work- 
ahopa. They  have  purchaaed  for  their  original 
atock  fifty  aets  of  harneea,  at  fifty  dollan  a  piece, 
amounting  to  |9,S00.  They  porehaaed  their  atook 
and  planted  them  upon  the  road,  and  made  tbesa 
expenaive  invastrasnis,  aad  they  did  it  all  in  view 
of  an  extension  of  their  contract  by  Congress. 
Thsy  did  ii— for  (Mrmit  m*  to  say  that  these  ar« 
not  men  of  extensiv*  means— upon  borrowed  cap* 
ilal,  upon  the  good  faith,  upon  the  good  con- 
ecience,  of  Congrees.  They  did  it  in  a  spirit  of 
geoeroua  confidence  upon  Congreaa. 

Now,  air,  how  stands  this  esse  ?  My  only  pur- 
pose is  to  present  what  I  xonsider  to  be  the  kernel 
of  the  case — the  gist  of  ths  matter,  rejecting  all 
extraneous  consideration.  I  aay,  how  aland* 
th*  case?  Sir,  in  good  faith,  ia  good  conscience, 
in  equity,  this  Congress  is  pledged  to  the  exten- 
eion  of  uiis  contract. 

Mr.  Speaker,.  I  have  had  placed  in  my  hand  a 
note  from  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  which  I  be^ 
leave  to  introduce,  aa  evidence  in  the  matter,  in 
defenaa  of  the  Poatmaater  General,  to  ahow  that 
he  haa  only  performed  hia'duty  in  reference  to  th* 
letting  of  thia  contract,  it  is  from  the  Hon.  J. 
Vahiant,  and  is  as  follows: 

<*  I  know  that  Ike  Poitnaiter  General  wa*  aeitve  to  A* 
end  that  a  contractor  might  be  •eeoied  (o  perfttrm  the  ear- 
vice,  aad  aem  Ar  a  large  and  dlKingaialwd  mail  eoMiaelar 
at  BaltiauHe,  aad  importaned  him  In  atock  tba  road,  to 
convey  the  mail.  The  latter  reftMed,  upon  ihe  ground  that 
no  reaaonaUe  aaioant  of  pay  would  be  aaffieient  oompen- 
ialk>n  Ibr  aadi  heavy  aania*  aa  ia  leqalnd  frosi  Moat- 
gaaieqr  10  Mobile." 

And  yet,  in  the  face  of  all  thia,  when  theae  men 
have  come  forward,  as  I  said,  relying  upon  th* 
good  faith  of  Congrce*  to  protect  Uiem  in  the  im- 
mense investments  which  they  have  been  obliged 
(o  make,  amounting  to  |30,000,  gentlemen  oppose 
the  exteneion  of  this  contract.  Sir,  the  law  ia 
not  now  aa  it  once  was,  when  the  successor  of 
a  <^ontractor  was  bound  to  take  the  atock  of  that 
contractor  at  a  rcaaooable  price;  but  if  thia  con- 
tract goea  into  the  banda  of  other  oontraetora,  their 
stock  will  all  be  left  upon  their  hands.  Many  of 
their  inveatmenta  are  of  a  permanent  character, 
oonaiating  not  only  of  coachea,  but  in  workshop*, 
whi<:h  muat  be  nearly  a  total  loss  to  them.  They 
will  be  nearly  or  wholly  mined;  and  why?  Bs- 
cauae,  in  a  apirit  of  generoua  confidence,  relying 
upon  a  contract  made  by  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  is  a  representative  of  Congreaa,  they 
made  these  investments.  1  aaid,  a  moment  aincs, 
that  Congreaa  an  in  equity  bound  to  carry  out 
thia  oonUmot.    It  may  b*  that  cootnaetera  caa  b* 
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obtained  now  Tor  a  less  amount  than  this  resolution 

Eroposes  to  pay,  and  why?  These  men  did  not 
Bve  the  usual  notice  for  making  preparutions  (or 
this  service;  they  did  not  wait  for  the  regular  day 
of  letting,  but  the"  came  forward  when  mail  bags 
were  lying  piled  up  in  heaps  at  Montgomery, 
and  the  transportation  stopped. 

Now,  sir,  how  is  it?  The  law  of  Congress  has 
clothed  the  Postmaster  General  with  power  at  his 
discretion,  whenever  the  service  requires  it,  to  ex- 
tend contracts,  and  to  increase  them.  He  has  the 
discretionary  power  to  authorize  additional  ser- 
vice, and  wherever  the  necessity  arises  he  would 
neglect  his  duty  if  he  did  not  do  it.  Then,  sir,  he 
hati  the  right  to  do  it.  The  exigency  arose,  and 
he  was  bound  to  act.  How  did  he  act?  Did  he 
'  act  rightly  ?  He  ought  to  have  so  acted.  It  was 
bis  duly  to  act  rightly.     What  was  right?    To 

Set  responsible  contractors  on  the  best  possible 
•rms?     Did  he  do  it?     Does  not  the  testimony 
I  <how  it  ?    What  more  could  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
I  eral  do?    What  less  will  you  give  those  contract- 
ors than  an  extension  of  this  contract  when  they 
came  forward,  as  I  a  moment  since  remarked,  at 
i  crisis  in   the  public  service,  only  seven  months 
1  anterior  to  the  expiration  of  the  contract  term, 
I  and  made  the  lowest  bid  that  could  be  possibly 
^procured. 

j.  Now  what  is  the  predicament  in  which  these 
[then  are  placed?  This  resolution  was  introduced 
into  the  Senate.  It  passed  that  body,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  special  recomniendation  of  the  Post- 
master General,  contained  in  his  general  report  to 
Congress,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and,  as  1 
learn,  without  a  dissenting  voice.  It  came  here, 
was  referred  tooneofthestanding committees,  re- 
ported back,  and  recommended  to  the  favorable 
action  of  the  House.  That  is  the  way  the  thing 
stands  here.  When  the  resolution  came  here  from 
the  Senate  we  wanted  it  acted  rfn.  Why?  Be- 
cause the  period  of  letting  contracts  was  at  hand. 
These  genilemen  are  men  engaged  in  the  mail  con- 
tract service.  They  wanted  to  know  what  their  fate 
would  be.     They  wanted  to  know  whether  Con- 

?'re«8  would  ratify  this  matter.  My  honorable 
riend  from  Kentucky  would  not  let  us  have  ac- 
tion. He  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  We  wanted 
action  then?  It  was  but  just  and  fair  to  these  con- 
tractors that  they  should  be  put  loose  before  the 
period  of  bidding  was  over;  but,  as  I  have  said, 
by  the  action  of  my  honorable  friend,  they  were 
prevented  attaining  theirobject.  It  was  sent  to  the 
Commitleeon  thePostOfficeand  Post  Roads.  The 
day  for  bidding  has  passed.  There  stand  these  con- 
tractors— men  who  have  had  the  contract,  men 
who  have  already  contracted  with  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  it.  They  were  placed  in  this  predic- 
ament: If  they  bid  for  this  contfact,  they  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  contract  with  the  De- 
partment. They  could  not  put  in  a  bid  there,  and 
with  any  conscience  ask  Congress  to  extend  this 
contract.  What  have  they  done?  They,  in  a 
apirit  of  reliance  on  the  good^  faith  of  Congress, 
determined  not  to  bid.  They  did  not  bid;  and 
they  now  leave  this  whole  niotter  to  the  equity, 
good  conscience,  and  sense  of  justice  which  may 
control  the  deliberations  and  the  action  of  this 
body. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  would  ask  my  colleague  to  yield 
me  the  floor,  that  I  may  say  three  words. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     Only  three? 

Mr.  COBB.  May  be  four  or  five.  [Laughter.] 
I  have  done  injustice  to  this  case,  perhaps,  and  1 
want  to  set  myself  right. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COBB.  In  a  conversation  with  several  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  when  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration  was  on  the  Speaker's  table,  it  seem- 
ing to  be  for  the  relief  of  Alabamians,  and  as  I 
wasmyself  a  Representative  from  Alabama,  with- 
out investigating  the  matter,  but  with  the  lighta  I 
had  before  me  then,  I  stated  that  1  thought  it  was 
wrong.  1  now  intend  to  do  justice,  so  far  as  that 
declaration  is  concerned ;  I  am  bound  to  do  to-day 
as  I  did  yesterday  when  I  ascertained  that  I  was 
not  in  the  right;  I  back  out  from  that  declaration 
of  the  resolution  being  wrong.  When  the  ques- 
tion came  up  for  full  discussion  and  fair  consider- 
ation, as  I  do  in  every  case  where  I  am  called  to 
vote,  I  investigated  it  with  the  utmo.>it  of  the  lim- 
ited ability  which  I  possess.  I  investigated  this 
matter;  and  after  full  conference  with  persons  who 
are  well  informed  in  relation  to  it,  and  with  all  the 


facts  I  could  collect  bearing  upon  the  question,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  my  first  opinion 
was  wrong,  and  that  this  resolution  ought  to  pass. 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  persons  interested  in  this 
matter,  due  to  myself,  and  in  order  to  present  the 
question  fairly  before  those  with  whom  I  con- 
versed when  this  subject  first  came  up,  that  they 
may  not  say  that  an  Alabamian  is  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  and  consequently  it  must  be  wrong, 
that  I  should  make  this  explanation.  I  now  take 
back  what  I  said  before,  and  1  shall  support  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  Will  the  gentle- 
man permit  me  to  say  a  word  or  two? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
for  a  minute  or  two. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  House  is  aware  that  when 
this  bill  came  from  the  Senate,  and  when  it  was 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  its  passage  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alauama,  [Mr.  Phillips,]  1  objected 
to  its  passage,  and  advocated  its  reference  to  the 
committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  It  is 
possible  that,  from  the  fact  of  my  location,  and  the 
fact  that  my  constituents  are  almost  entirely  sup- 
plied by  this  route,  the  suggestions  which  1  made 
the  other  day  may  have  had  some  influence  upon 
the  decision  of  the  House  at  that  time.  I  am  glad 
that  the  course  was  then  pursued  of  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  i  confess  thatl  was  somewhat  influenced 
in  my  course  on  that  occasion  by  the  fact  that  1 
do  not  approve  generally  of  the  course  of  the  Post- 
master General,  at  least  so  fur  as  my  constituents 
art  concerned,  and  1  felt  disposed  to  hold  him  to 
a  strict  accountability. 

I  have  investigated  this  matter,  and,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat,  I  confess  myself  wrong,  and  I 
am  willing  to  take  back  what  I  then  said. 

I  will  state,  further,  that  I  believe  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  not  to  ruin  these  contractors  by 
refusing  to  pass  this  resolution,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  them  and 
to  the  public  service  to  extend  their  contract. 

It  is  apparent,  it  seems  to  me,  from  the  testi- 
mony which  has  been  adduced  here,  that  this  con- 
tract could  not  be  secured  for  a  less  sum  to  have 
it  efficiently  performed.  We  all  know  that  the 
mail  line  from  Montgomery  to  Mobile  carries  per- 
haps more  mail  matter  than  any  other  route  of  the 
same  length  in  the  United  States.  It  is  also  a  fact 
that  it  requires  not  only  stage  coaches,  but  also  a 
steamboat,  to  carry  this  mail;  and  the  wholeof  this 
service  is  now  performed  for  J60,000. 

Well,  there  is  another  point  in  this  case  which 
had  a  material  influence  on  my  judgment  the 
j  other  day,  and  which  I  am  now  disposed  to  cor- 
rect, because  I  believe  I  gave  a  wrong  interpreta- 
tion to  the  law.  As  I  stated  the  other  day,  there 
are  two  species  of  contracts — one  is  called  "spe- 
cific service,"  and  the  other  "star  bids."  Now, 
a  "star  bid"  is  where  a  party  agrees  to  carry 
the  whole  mail  on  a  certain  route  for  a  certain 
sum  of  money;  and  it  matters  not  how  large  that 
mail  may  be,  he  is  still  required  to  carry  it,  but  he 
is  not  required  to  carry  it  in  any  particular  way. 
It  would  appear  from  the  contract,  as  read  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the  person  is  re- 
quired to  carry  the  whole  mail  in  stage  coaches,  if 
he  agrees  to  carry  it  in  that  specific  mode. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  have  but  a  moment  left,  and 
my  time  will  allow  me  to  make  only  a  single  re- 
mark. I  have  endeavored  to  present  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  merits  of  this  case.  My  friend 
from  Kentucky  speaks  of  the  underbidding  which 
has  been  offered  under  this  contract  with  Powell. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  said  that  it  was  not  a  legal  bid 
according  to  the  advertisement. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  is  a  legal  bid,  and  a  contract 
made  with  the  Department  under  the  law.  The 
resolution  is  no  contract  at  all.  It  simply  calls 
upon  Congress  to  vest  the  Postmaster  General 
with  authority  to  extend  the  contract,  provided 
he  believes  it  will  comport  with  the  public  inter- 
ests. Inasmuch  as  these  contractors  have  been 
cut  off"  from  the  privilege  of  bidding,  it  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  mere  proposition  to  place  them  in  the 
category  of  bidders,  that  they  may  have  a  fair 
chance.  I  could  reply  more  fully,  and,  as  I  think, 
conclusively,  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  but  I  have  not  the 
time  to  do  it  now.  This  subject,  I  presume,  has 
been  fully  discussed,  and  1  presume  that  every 
member  of  the  Hoiue  hag  made  up  his  mind  in 


regard  to  it.  Inasmuch  as  there  is  a  great  anxiet| 
to  dispose  of  this  matter,  I  shall  move  the  previou 
question,  provided  it  is  not  deemed  unfair. 

Mr.  GREY.     Will   the  gentleman   from  Ala 
bama  [Mr.  Harris]  allow  me  to  call  his  attentiol 
to  the  law  to   be  found  on  the  forty-third  page  ofl 
the  Post  Office  Laws  and  Regulations;  whicli  readi 
as  follows: 

*'  And  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  tn  change  th4 
terms  ornny  exifitine  contract  in  any  other  manner  than' 
that  desi]{nalt;d  in  this  hci,  or  to  enter  into  a  contract  Tor 
tlm  ir^nftporlaliun  of  the  mail  at  any  other  time  than  ut  tha 
annual  Ictlin^,  the  I'nHtniaHler  General  thull  f.'ive  notice  in 
one  newspaper  published  at  Washineton  city,  and  in  one 
newspaper  piibliKhed  as  near  as  may  he  to  Uie  route  on  which 
the  services  are  to  be  perfonned.  Tor  at  least  four  weeks 
before  chniiKingor  malcinjisucti  contract,  inviting  proiKisala 
therefor;  which  proposals  shall  be  received  and  opened, 
and  such  proceedings  thereon  had  in  all  thins'f  as  at  (he 
annual  letlings;  ProvUed,  Aoirerer,  'J'liat  the  Postmnf^Ier 
General  may  make  temporary  contracts  until  a  refjular  let- 
Ung  can  take  placa." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  .  I  dare  say  that  the  law  has  no 

application  at  all  to  the  case  under  consideration. 
I  have  read  the  law  which  does  apply  to  it,  and 
it  clothes  the  Postmaster  General  with  power  to 
add  additional  service  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  require  it.  The  resolution  only  proposes 
to  carry  out  a  contract  already  existing.  I  under- 
stand that  the  motion  which  will  be  first  put  to  the 
Holise  is  upon  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
recommit  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

I  will  only  say  to  those  who  feel  disposed  to 
advance  this  bill,  and  even  to  its  enemies,  who  are 
in  favor  of  disposing  of  the  matter,  that  when  the 
motion  is  put  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  we  can 
vote  it  down,  and  then  proceed  to  vote  upon  the 
bill.  The  chairman  of  tne committee,  [Mr.  Olds,] 
who  made  the  motion  for  the  purpose  only  of 
saving  the  position  of  this  bill,  and  to  prevent  it 
from  going  to  the  lower  orders  of  business  upon 
the  Speaker's  table,  is  not  now  in  his  seat.  Were 
he  here,  he  would  withdraw  the  motion ;  but  as  he 
is  not,  we  must  vote  upon  it,  and  can  vole  it  down, 
and  then  proceed  to  action  upon  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  have  asked  the  indulgence  of 
thegentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Harris]  merely 
to  explain  a  point  which  thegentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Gret]  seems  to  insist  on,  and  that  is, 
that  a  mail  contractor  is  bound  by  his  contract  to 
carry  all  the  mail  on  his  route.  There  is  but  one 
bid  recognized  by  the  Post  Office  Department 
which  requires  a  contractor  to  carry  all  the  mail 
matter,  and  that  is  what  is  called  a  "star  bid." 
In  that  he  is  bound  to  carry  the  mails  with 
safety,  certainty,  and  dispatch;  and  he  must  carry 
the  whole  mail.  But  if  he  specifies  in  his  bid  tha 
mode  of  carrying  the  mail,  he  is  only  bound  to 
carry  a  reasonable  quantity  consistent  with  the 
mode  of  conveyance  designnted.  If  he  contrncia 
to  transport  the  mail  with  a  one-horse  conveyance, 
he  is  bound  to  carry  only  such  a  quantity  as  is 
reasonable  for  such  a  mode  of  service.  If  the 
Post  Office  Department  is  satisfied  that  the  quan- 
tity which  is  required  to  be  carried  is  too  large  for 
the  mode  of  service  specified,  then  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  supply  the  ways  and 
means  of  carrying  the  balance. 

Mr.  TRACY.  As  my  nam*  has  been  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  this  matter  of  bids,  I 
will  simply  explain  what  I  know  about  the  sub- 
ject. A  constituent  of  mine,  one  Daniel  P. 
Kingsley,  who  has  been  long  successfully  engaged 
in  the  business  of  staging,  and  who  is  a  gentle- 
man and  a  man  of  responsibility,  made  a  bid  for 
this  route,  agreeably  to  the  existing  contract,  for 
$44,T4U,  by  which  bid  he  offered  to  carry  the 
mail  precisely  as  is  done  under  the  contract  whicn 
is  now  proposed  to  be  extended,  but  in  one  hour 
shorter  lime. 

"4Mr.  HARRIS.  If  this  proposition  is  rejected, 
and  these  gentlemen  are  defeated,  they  will  stand 
to-morrow  just  where  they  stand  today.  But 
look  at  ihe  condition  of  these  contractors,  who 
have  gone  into  this  mattsr,  relying  upon  a  rec- 
ommendation to  Congress  to  extend  the  con- 
tract. I  have  already  shown  the  great  expendi- 
tures which  they  have  been  obliged  to  make  to 
carry  out  their  arrangement  with  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  sny  more 
about  it.     I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  i  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  QftBY.  I  ack  the  etDlIeman  from  Ala- 
bama to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion to  allow  me  one  word  ? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  think  the  gentleman  has 
already  said  enoueh  open  this 'Subject. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  ask  it  as  a  matter  of  courtesy. 
1  will  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
how  much  time  I  have  yet  ? 

The  SPEAKER..    Eleven  minutes. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  i  am  anxious  to  have  this  reso- 
lution disposed  of  and  passed.  Unless  it  receives 
immediate  action,  and  is  disposed  of  before  the 
35th  of  this  month,  it  will  be  entirely  useless  to 
the  parties  whom  it  is  proposed  to  relieve. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remind  the 
gentleman  that  discussion  is  not  in  order,  as  there 
m  a  motion  pending  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  OREY.  1  amiin  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  call,  to  allow  me  to  read  a  statement 
from  an  official  record  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama havine  made  a  demand  for  the  previous 
question,  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
ScwARo]  having  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  both  the  call  and  the  mQtinn  must  be  with- 
drawn before  discussion  will  be  in  order: 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  withdraw  my  motion.  ■ 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Idonotliketobediscourteous; 
but  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  withdraw  the  de- 
mand.   I  must  insist  upon  it. 

The  question  now  bemg  upoif  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table, 

Mr.  SEWARD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
motion. 

Tellets  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Lillt  and 
Cox  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
—ayes  41;  a  further  count  not  being.demanded. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  Mibmit  that  the  pre- 
vious question,  has  been  demanded,  and  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Qeoi]gia  is  not  in 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  has 
been  demanded  but  not  seconded;  and  the  morning 
hour  having  expired,  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's 
table  is,  under  the  rule,  in  order. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 
I  do  it  to  show  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that 
I  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  his  resolution.  I  ap- 
pealed to  the  gentleman  to  allow  me  ten  minutes 
to  speak  upon  the  resolution,  and  he  would  not  do 
it.  I  will,  however,  not  make  any  factious  op- 
position, and  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  renew  the  motion  to  go 
to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
Dot  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OREY.  Has  the  |>reviou8  question  been 
seconded  upon  this  resolution? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  not.  It  has  been  de- 
manded, however. 

Mr.  GREY.  Have  I  the  right  to  say  anything 
upon  it  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  -The  resolution  ia  not  ds- 
batable,  the  previous  question  having  been  (le- 
manded. 

Mr.  GREY.  Then  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  if  I  thoujght  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  House;  but  I  do  not  thmk  it  is. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  second 
to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Jokes,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Durr  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  tiUcen;  ana  the  tellers  reported 
—ayes  78,  noes  41. 

So  there  w«s  a  second;  and  the  main  question 
was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roada;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time. 


Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  rescflution. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  tlie  demand 
for  the  previous  question;  and,oa  adivision,  there 
were — ayes  76.  noes  35;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail,  and 
JoNEi  of  Louisiana,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  put;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  86,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  main  questioa  was  then  ordered  to  be  pat, 
being  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  GREY  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were^ 
yeas  82,  nays  54;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MriBn.  Aiken,  Appleion,  David  J.  Bslle)', 
B«nk«,  Bvludale,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bennett,  Biimli,  Bnyce, 
Biidiie*,  Ciuliir,  Cobb,  CnlquitI,  Rraife,  Cnrti«,  John  O. 
Davis,  DawsoD,  Deaii,  Dent.  Drum,  Dunbar,  Dunham, 
Eddy,  John  M.  Ellinu,Ellierld«,  Fi^nlon,  Florence, Gnode, 
Greenwood,  Grow,  Sampson  w.  Harrig,  tViley  P.  Harris, 
Hastings,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hunt,  IitfEersoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
J.  Olancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keltt.  Kidwell.  Kunz, 
Latham,  LIndsley,  Lyoo,  Macdonald.  McDouitall,  McNair, 
Mace,  Macy,  Maiwell,  May,  Mayoll,  Bniiih  Miller,  Mur- 
ray, Pecl[liani,  Bishop  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell, 
Pratt,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Thomas  Ritrhry,  RoliMns,  Ruf 
An,  Seymour,  Shower,  Sinfleion,  Samuel  A.  Suiiih,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Heslor  L.  Stevens,  John  J.  Taylor,  Natliaiiiel 
G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Vansant,  Warren,  John  Weiitworth, 
Wine,  and  Daniel  B.  Wrttbt— 83. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ball,  Bncnck,  Bugs,  Carpenter,  Clark, 
Clingman,  Cor  win.  Cox,  Crocker,  Cullnm,  Thomas  Davis, 
Dickinson,  Thomas  D.  Elioi,  Farley,  Franklin,  Giddlngs, 
Grey,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan,  Harnson,  Hicster,  Howe, 
Oeorge  W.  Jones,  Kerr,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Maurice, 
Middlaswanb,  John  G.  Miller,  Millson,  Parker,  Puryear, 
David  Ritchie,  Rogera,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seward,  Skelion,  Ger- 
nt  SmiUi,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Richard 
H.  Sunton,  Sirattnn,  John  L.  Taylor, 'Tracy,  Upham, 
Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Washbnme,  Israel  Washbam, 
Tappan  Wentwonb,  Wheeler,  and  Zollicoffer— 64. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  recon- 
siderthevoteby  which  theresolution  wassdopted, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsiderupon  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  have  a  memorial 
which  I  desire  to  present  to  the  House,  signed  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  against  the  military  super- 
intendence of  the  public  works. 

Mr.BISSELL.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smith]  can  present  it,  at  the  Clerk's 
desk,  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  desired  to  present  it  in  open 
House,  so  tha(  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  it. 

'THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY  BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided jn  the  affirmative 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thestateof  theQmon, 
(Mr.  JoNis,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June, 
1855. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  they  had  under  consideration  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  West  Point  Military  Acad- 
emy, and  particularly  the  Senate  amendments 
thereto.  The  first  question  is  upon  agreeing  to 
the  second  Senate  amendment,  which  wiH  be  re- 
ported by  the  Clerk. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  For  cavalry-exercise  hall,  990,000." 

The  Chairman.  Upon  the  pending  ques- 
tion tellers  have  been  ordered. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  and  Riddlc,  were 
appointed  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  65,  noes  55. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  waa  then 
reported,  as  follows: 


"  Stc.  9.  ^ni  U  U  fuTtktr  muted.  That  the  compen- 
sation or  the  proressors  nf  French  and  drawing  be  made 
equal  to  that  of  the  praresfKirs  in  the  other  departments  ; 
and  tliatfhe  comprnaation  of  the  master  of  the  sword  b« 
9i,a00  per  annum." 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  an  amendment  proposing  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  of  French  and  drawing 
from  |I,SOO  to  |l2,000.  By  the  act  of  September 
16,  1850,  changing  the  pay  of  these  professors,  it 
was 

"  ProMed,  That  bereafler,  in  lien  of  the  pay  proper,  or- 
dinary rations,  forage,  and  servants,  heretofore  received 
under  the  act  of  April  19, 1819,  ttie  professors  of  engineers, 
philosophy,  malhemstics,  ethics,  and  chemistr>'.  shall  be 
enttUed  to  receive  ^,000  each  per  annuiii,  and  llte  profe*. 
son  of  drawing  and  Frenrh  each  $l,AOtl  per  annum  ;  and 
that  the  adjutant  of  the  Military  Academy  shall  hereaher  be 
entitied  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  an  adju- 
Ituit  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons." 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1851,  that  was  so  al- 
tered as  to  allow  thk  officers  and  professors  lon- 
gevity rations  in  addition  to  the  salaries  of  |2,000 
provided  in  the  Itiw  from  which  I  have  juat  read. 
And  at  the  time  the  salaries  of  these  professors 
of  French  and  drawing  were  fixed  at  f  1,500  per 
annum,  it  was  admitted,  I  believe,  by  those  who 
advocated  the  proposition  upon  this  fioor,_that  the 
best  of  French  teachers  antl  the  beat  teachers  of 
drawing  were  employed  in  the  colleges  and  uni- 
versities of  the  country  for  $600  or  $800  per  an- 
num. We  gave  them  $1,500  and  quarters  or  houses 
to  live  in;  and  now  the  proposition  is  brought 
forward  to  increase  their  salaries  to  $3,000  per 
annum. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  any  gentleman  to  insist  on  raising  the 
salaries  of  the  professors  of  drawing  and  French. 
It  is  deaired,  and  it  is  thought  to  be  nltoseiher 

E roper,  that  the  pay  of  the  fencing-master  should 
e  increased  to  $1,200  per  annum.  That  is  almost 
as  little  as  any  man  can  live  on  at  that  place. 

A  Member.    What  is  his  salary  now? 

Mr.  DEAN.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  I  would  answer  that  it  ia 
$750  per  annum. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Thatiaasmallafl^air.  His 
salary  should  be  raised  to  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
lowest  clerk  here. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jokci]  will  not  object  to  the 
increase  of  the  stdary  of  the  fencing-master  to 
$1,200  per  annum.  The  other  professors  receive 
$1,500  per  annum. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  Jiope  that  thecom- 
mittee  will  non-concur  with  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment. The  fencing-maater,  or  the  master  of  the 
sword,  nowgets  his  rations, quarters, and, I  believe, 
forty-six  dollars  per  month.  And,  if  I  mistake  not, 
it  is  a  sold  ier  who  performs  this  service.  The  office 
reljuires  but  few  qualifications,  and  little  capacity. 
I  suppose  that  they  look  only  to  his  qualification 
as  a  master  of  the  sword.  "They  can  get  plenty 
of  them;  more  than  they  want.  They  could  get 
regiments  of  them  at  the  price  now  paid.  The 
question  is  before  the  committee,  and  1  hope  they 
will  dissgree  to  the  whole  amendment. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken  ia 
saying  that  the  fencing-master  is  a  soldier,  if  he 
means  by  that  a  private  of  the  Army.  Not  at  all; 
and  I  am  authorized,  by  gentlemen  who  know,  to 
say  further,  that  he  was  only  induced  to  accept 
that  position  at  the  small  salary  he  now  receives 
of  $750  per  annum,  by  the  promise  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  get  him  an  increased 
salary.  Now  that  is  an  important  position  to_ oc- 
cupy; and  it  is  not  every  man  who  has  a  strong 
and  active  arm  who  can  get  employment  in  sucn 
business.  It  is  a  very  skillful  exercise,  and  re- 
quires a  man  to  qualify  himself  to  be  a  good 
teacher.  He  must  have  a  high  degree  of  excel- 
lence in  the  art,  such  as  is  not  attained  without 
years  of  practice.  I  think,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, that  $1,300  is  not  too  great  a  saliuy  for 
the  fencing-master. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  his  pay  now  is  as  good 
as  that  of  a  captain,  certainly  as  good  as  that  of 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  a 
captain;  but  I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
committee  by  going  into  an  argument  on  the  sub- 
ject. ^  Nor  is  it  as  good  as  that  of  a  lieutenant. 
He  is  there,  and  is  compelled  to  keep  up  those 
associations  wliich  we  would  desire  of  a  roan  in 
that  position,  as  one  of  the  teachers  at  our  only 
military  school.    He  has  necessarily  to  incur 
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some  expenses  beyond  the  bare  necessities  of 
living;  and  1  do  think  that  if  we  allow  him  {^1,200 
per  annum,  it  would  not  be  extravagant.  It  is  less 
than  any  of  the  clerks  of  the  Department.'!  here 
receive  under  the  law  lately  passed. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  have  no  desire  to  detain  the 
committee.  I  would  inquire  whether  the  ques- 
tion can  be  divided — whether  a  separate  vote  can 
be  had  on  the  proposition  to  increase  the  fencing 
teacher's  salary  only? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman  can  move 
to  amend  by  striking  out  all  ofthe  Senate's  amend- 
ment, except  that  providing  for  an  increeiae  ofthe 
■alary  of  the  fencing-master. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Then  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  question,  I  move  to  strike  out  that  portion  of 
the  Senate's  amendment  t'elating  to  the  increase 
of  the  salaries  of  the  professors  of  drawing  and 
French.  I  wish  they  might  all  be  raised;  out  1 
desire  to  test  the  question. 

Mr.  SAGE.  What  is  the  pending  amendment.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  Is  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

**  That  the  compenttaiion  df  iliti  professora  of  Frencb  and 
drawing  be  mado  equal  (o  that  of  the  professors  in  the 
oibur  departments." 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  How  will  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  then  read  .' 
The  CHAIRMAN.     It  will  read: 

"For  eompentiaiion  ofthe  master  of  iJie  sword,  $1,9(K) 
per  annum. " 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  should  like  some 
gentleman  to  tell  me  what  the  other  professors  get. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Two  thousand  a  year,  and  the 
professors   of   French    and    drawing,   $1,500    a 

rear.     That  there  may  be    no  misunderstanding, 
will  state  that  1  have  offered    this   amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  separate  vote  on  the 
two  propositions  embraced  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate. 
Mr.  SMITH.     I  should  really  be  glad  if  some 

gentleman  would  tell  me  why  the  professors  of 
rawing  and  French  at  West  Point  should  bepaid 
f3,000  a  year,  when  similar  professors,  equally 
efficient,  no  doubt,  can  be  had  in  the  private  acad- 
emies of  the  country  for  less  than  half  the  money? 

Several  Members.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  I  say  for  less  than  half  the 
money;  and  half  the  professors  in  the  colleges  of 
the  country  do  not  get  over  $1,000. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Well,  I  propose  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  Senate's  amendment  which  provides 
increased  compensation  for  the  professors  of 
French  and  drawing. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia does  not  understand  the  proposition.  The 
amendment  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Dean,]  if 
adopted,  will  let  the  salaries  of  those  professors 
stand  as  theynow  are. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  if,  in  addition  to  $2,000 
a  year,  the  professors  do  not  have  their  private 
quarters  furnished  them  ? 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  do  not  know  what  the  gentle- 
man means  by  "  private  quarters." 

Mr.  PRATT.  Houses  for  their  families  to  live 
in. 

Mr.  DEAN.  They  have  houses  to  live  in,  but 
no  rations,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  PRATT.  That  is  what  I  understand,  and 
that  is  quite  enough. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  1  desire  to  know 
whether,  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  should  prevail,  we  shoBId 
be  denied  the  privilege  of  voting  upon  the  salary 
ofthe  gentleman  who  teaches  the  sword  exercise? 

Mr.  DEAN.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  BISSELL.   That  will  be  the  next  question. 

Mr.  DEAN.    The  object  of  my  amendment  is 
to  separate  the  two  questions. 
.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dean's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  be  glad,  if 
it  be  in  order,  to  move  to  add  after  the  words 
"  per  annum  "  the  following  words: 

And  the  pa;  of  the  cadets  shall  l>«  increased  to  $98  SO 
per  month. 
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Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  It  is,  that  the  proposed  amendment 
is  not  in  order;  in  the  first  place  because  it  is  not 
germane  to  the  pending  amendment;  and  in  the 
second  place  because  the  pay  of  the  cadets  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill  which  has  been  passed  upon 
by  the  Senate,  and  it  is  not  now  within  the  con- 
trol ofthe  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  1  think  the  amendment  is  in 
order,  but  the  Chair  can  decide  the  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  that  the 
proposed  amendment  is  not  in  order,  not  being 
germane  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  that  what  he  desires  is  provided 
for  in  another  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  suppose,  if  the 
section  is  stricken  out,  that  the  salary  which  th^ 
teacher  in  feiicing  now  receives  would  still  be  the 
same.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  section.  In  sub- 
mitting the  motion,  I  desire  some  one,  who  is  fa- 
miliar with  the  subject,  to  inform  me  how  much 
time  (he  teacher  of  the  sword  exercise  is  engaged 
during  each  day. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
as  far  as  I  can,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I 
do  not  suppose,  by  any  means,  that  this  man  is 
engaged  in  teaching  the  sword  exercise  from  sun- 
rise to  sundown ;  but  I  presume  that  he  is  engaged 
ten  hours  in  a  day.  He  has  some  five  classes  to 
teach;  and  being  required  to  attend  so  often  to  his 
duties  there,  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question  that  he 
can  carry  on  any  other  business  there  or  else- 
where. Our  chaplain  here  does  not  employ  in 
his  duties  more  than  three  or  four  minutes  in  the 
course  ofthe  day,  but  we  do  not  pay  him  accord- 
ing to  the  time  he  spends  here.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  as  well  as  myself, 
are  not  engaged  in  official  duties  ordinarily  more 
than  three  or  four  hours  in  a  day,  but  our  constit- 
uents never  think  of  paying  us  in  proportion  to 
the  time  we  spend  here.  They  send  us  from  our 
business  and  homes  to  this  city,  to  attend  to  the 
duties  which  they  think  proper  to  devolve  upon 
us;  and  when  we  get  here  they  pay  us  what  they 
suppose  is  a  liberal  compensation.  Suppose  they 
should  insist  upon  paying  us  according  to  the 
time  we  were  actually  in  session.  What  would 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  think  of  it?  It  is 
enough  for  me  to  say ,  that  the  master  of  the  sword 
exercise  is  required  to  be  upon  the  spot  at  certain 
hours,  and  perform  his  duties  as  teacher,  and  of 
course  he  cannot  be  engaged  in  other  business 
there  or  elsewhere.  Is  not  that  a  sufficient  answer 
to  what  the  gentleman  has  said,  or  does  the  gen- 
tleman desire  to  know  the  precise  number  of  hours 
and  minutes  he  is  engaged  each  day? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  merely  desire  information 
upon  this  subject.  I  look  upon  the  practice  of 
sword  exercise  as  more  distinguished  for  strength 
of  muscle  and  quickness  of  eye,  than  foranything 
else.  The  acquisition  of  the  art  is  within  the 
reach  of  every  one  of  ordinary  ability,  and  of 
course  the  qualification  is  possessed  by  many 
persons  whose  services  maybe  readily  command- 
ed. We  know,  olso,  that  none  of  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  ordinary  professors  devolve  upon 
him. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Nor  is  he  paid  as  much  as 
the  other  professors. 

Mr.  SMITH.     It  is  well  known  to  all  that 
there  is  no  obligation  imposed  upon  him  to  remain  j 
in  the  institution  all  the  time.    He  can  as  well  live 
across  the  river,  as  in  the  institution.     He  has  | 
only  to  come  forward  in  the  course  of  the  day,  ; 
attend  at  his  room,  instruct  his  classes,  and  then 
go  where  he  chooses,  and  devote  himself  to  what 
business  he  may  desire,  as  our  professors  of  lan- 
guages do  in  this  city,  who  after  instruction  given 
here,  go  to  Georgetown  and  other  places.     Now,  [ 
I  think,  that  for  services  three  or  four  hours  a  day, 
$750  is  enough.     At  any  rate,  I  should  be  glad  if 
any  gentleman  will  tell  me  of  another  man,  thus 
proficient,  and  thus  employed,  who  gets  as  much 
money.     I  doubt  whether  there  is. 

A  Voice.    The  clerks  under  the  Government. 

Mr.  SMITH.     Do  not  point  me  to  evidence  to 


be  found  in  the  clerkships  under  this  Govern- 
ment. I  confess  I  have  had  no  hand  in  that  mat- 
ter, and  I  state  it  here  with  satisfaction.  Their 
salaries  are  loo  Kreat,  but  their  condition  is  alto- 
gether different  from  that  of  the  individual  of 
whom  I  am  speaking.  The  clerks  are  required  to 
be  qualified  in  a  variety  of  ways,  as  well  as  to  be 
men  of  integrity.  The  salaries  are  not  rightly 
regulated,  and  if  some  gentleman  would  devise  a 
plan  by  which  they  should  be  paid  in  proportion 
to  their  labors,  he  would  renders  great  service  to 
the  country. 

A  Member.  We  are  engaged  here  only  three 
or  four  hours. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Let  me  say  to  gentlemen,  that 
although  we,  as  members  of  Congress,  are  in  this 
Hall  but  three  or  four  hours  a  day,  yet  if  we  are 
true  and  diligent  in  the  performanceof  our  duties, 
very  few  of  us  get  off  with  less  than  fourteen 
hours  a  day  of  persevering  labor.  I  know  the 
fact  to  be  so.  Every  member  who  gives  himself 
to  the  performance  of  his  duties,  labors  aa  much  as 
that.  There  may  be  some  members  who  desire 
to  be  here  for  pleasure,  but 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  only  rise  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion which  the  gentleman  has  put.  This  institu- 
tion is  not  situated  in  my  district,  but  it  is  so  near 
to  it  that  I  have  been  there  frequently,  and  know 
something  about  the  duties  of  this  man.  There 
are  constantly  four  classes  in  that  institution,  who 
occupy  the  time  of  this  professor  to  the  exclusion 
of  everything  else.  He  can  engage  in  nothing 
else.  The  training  of  these  classes  commences 
in  winter  at  six  o'clock,  and  in  summer  one  hour 
earlier.  The  professor  who  is  engaged  there  can 
go  into  no  other  business  whatever;  and  the  only 
question  now  is,  whether  S750  is  sufficient  pay 
for  a  person  who  is  qualified  to  be  sent  there,  and 
whom  you  are  willing  to  send  there,  to  train  the 
young  men  of  the  country  who  are  to  be  put  at 
the  head  of  your  armies  in  lime  of  war? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  how  long  the  instruction  continues 
each  day  to  each  class? 

Mr.  DEAN.     For  one  hour  to  each  class. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Does  he  teach  each  of  these 
classes  every  day  ? 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  presume  he  does  not  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Then  he  instructs  each  class 
only  one  hour  a  day? 

Mr.  DEAN.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  is  the 
sort  of  exercise  which  is  required .  To  be  sure,  it 
is,  to  some  extent,  physical  exercise,  but  it  is  the 
most  exhausting  physical  exercise  you  can  con- 
ceive. Labor  by  the  day  is  nothing  in  compari- 
son to  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man one  question,  and  I  hope  he  will  answer  it, 
for  I  assure  him  it  involves  a  consideration  that 
will  have  much  weight  in  determining  my  vote 
upon  this  amendment.  If  we  refuse  to  give  this 
man  $1,300  will  he  resign  ?    [Laughter.) 

Mr.  HUNT.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  allow  me  to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  DEAN.  Yes,  sir,  I  will,  if  the  gentleman 
is  going  to  speak  for  the  Senate  amendment. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  HUNT.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  fencing-mas- 
ter employed  at  the  Military  Academy  ought  to 
be  a  gentleman  who  is  fit  to  associate  with  young 
men  of  high  character.  He  is,  usually,  a  man 
taken  from  the  ranks  of  some  foreign  service,  who 
is  out  of  employment  at  home;  and  such  a  gentle- 
man ought  not  to  receive  a  compensation  less  than 
that  which  this  amendment  ofthe  Senate  proposes 
to  give  him.  He  should  be  able  to  give  advice  in 
reference  to  questions  of  honor.  Something  more 
is  required  than  the  more  physical  force  of  a  clown. 
He  should  be  something  more  than  merely  strong 
in  muscle.  He  should  be  one  who,  by  years  of 
experience,  has  acquired  great  skill  in  the  use  of 
the  weapon,  which  is  a  proper  weapon  for  a  gen- 
tleman of  high  character  in  his  national  profes- 
sion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  there  any 
amendment  pending  to  the  Senate  omsndment? 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  The  MneBdment  to  the 
amendment  w  pending. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  moTC  to  strike  out  |1,S00. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hare  moved  this  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  word  in  reference  to 
the  compensation  of  iliis  fencing-master.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Yoric  has  stated  that  his  com- 
pensation was  $750  per  annum.  Now,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  Blue  Book,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
master  of  the  sword  at  the  Military  Academy  re- 
ceives $46  66  per  month,  making  about  (560  a 
year.  In  addition  to  this,  he  receives  four  rations 
per  day.  These  rations  are  computed  at  twenty 
cents  each,  making  eighty  eenU  a  day,  and  in- 
creasing his  compensation  to  about  $852.  Then, 
in  addition  to  this,  he  has  quarters,  making  in  all 
about  $1,000  or  $1,100  a  year. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  said  the  salary  of  this  master 

of  the  sword  was  $750  a  year.     I  have  before  me 

a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  says  his  pay  is  only 

$720.    1  will  read  an  extract  from  the  letter,  and 

.  allow  him  to  speak  for  himself.     He  says: 

"  The  Hlary  of  all  the  profeMori  here  la  $3,000  (x-r  annum, 
with  the  excepUnn  of  Prorennra  Aupnel  and  Weir,  who  re- 
ceive 91,500.  My  pay  li  97S0.  This  enarmoaa  difierence 
kelwcan  my  sslary  sod  Uiat  of  tiiote  grnlicnien,  will  etoow 
you  how  poorly  my  lervices  are  eompenuied." 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  does 
not  set  as  much  pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Army  ? 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  He  does  get  more;  and  there 
■re  some  fifteen  or  twenty  lieutenants  employed 
at,  the  academy  at  West  Point. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    Whatare  they  doing  there? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  They  are  instructing  the 
cadets. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  JONES,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew 
it. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  concurring  in 
the  amendment  to  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  was  non-concurred  in,  there  being,  on 
a  division,  ayes  72,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise  and  report  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
JoHKi,  of  New  York)  reported  that  the  Commit- 
Ise  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  bad  bad 
the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under  considera- 
tion, and  particularly  the  Senate  amendments  to 
the  Military  Academy  appropriation  bill,  and  had 
directed  him  to  report  the  same  back,  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  the  first  amendment  should  be 
non-concurred  in,  the  second  concurred  in,  and  the 
third  concurrsd  in,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  amendments. 

The  call  for  the  previoua  question  was  seconded; 
and  the  main  queatien  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  first  on  the 
following  amendment  of  the  Senate,  in  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
recommend  a  non-concurrence: 

"For  repair*  sad  addilioos  to  profcMora'  qoarten, 
95,M0.» 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  non-concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  then  reported  the  second  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

<•  For  cavalry  exerclM  ball,  930,000." 

Mr.  LYON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  amendment. 

The  yeas  end  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  1  desire  to  ask  if  the  question 
is  on  ooocurriog  in  the  Senate  amendment,  or  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  } 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  the  same  thing. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  report  in  favor  of  the  amendment;  and  the 

Suestion  is  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
enate. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  amrmative — yeas  69,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMn.  Aiken,  Appleton,  Banke,  Bell,  Bennett, 
Biwell,  Carpenter,  Catkie,  Chandler,  Clark,  Clinsman, 
Colqaitt,  Cmcker,  Cortie,  Cutdns,  Thomas- Oavl>,  Dean, 
tfont,  DickiiKon,  Onun,  Ouaoar,  Eddy,  Thomas  O. 
XHot,Fail«y,FealOD,  Floceaca,  Fiaaklin,  Aaron  Harlaa, 


Sampaon  W.  HarrU,  Rartiaoo,  Raitinp,  Hibfeard,  Howe, 
Hufhes,  Baal,  Daniel T.  Joom,  Kerr,  Kiur«d(e,  Knox, 
Latham,  LiuMey,  Macdouald,  McDaafall,  Mace,  Msut- 
ice,  Murray,  Parker,  Peck,  Prckham,  Biahop  Perkina, 
Phlllipa,  Kiddle,  David  lillchie,  Rofera,  Bttge,  Seirard, 
Hboirer,  Hastor  L.  Stevena,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L. 
Taylor,  Tliuraton, Tracy,  Upham,  VanmnI,  Walley,  Wella, 
Tappsn  Wentworth,  wheeler,  and  Wilif<— 6S. 

NAYS— Meatra.  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Barkadale, 
Benaon,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Bugf,  Chriaman, 
Churehwell,  Cobb,  Cook,  Cotwin,  Cox,  John  O.  Davis, 
Dawaon,  Dunham,  Eaaiman,  Edierton,  John  M.  Elliou, 
Elliaon,  Enflish,  Elheridge,  GIddinfs,  Greenwood,  Grey, 
Grow,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P.  Hsrria,  Hiesier,  George  W. 
Jonea,Keiu,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley,Lyon,  McNair, 
May,  Mayall,  Middleawarth,  John  6.  Miller,  SmiUi  Miller, 
Millaon,  Pbeipe,  Powell,  Pratt,  Puryear,  Bobbina,  Buffln, 
Sapp,  Shannon,  Aingleion,  Sketton,  Gerrii  Smith,  William 
SmiUi,  George  W.  Pmyth,  Bicbard  H.  Siantun,  Blraiion, 
Andrew  Stuart,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Vail,  Wade,  Ellibu 
B.  Washbume,  larael  Waahbura,  and  ZoUicoSiir— 66. 

So  the  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LYON.    On  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 
*  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  After  a  motion  is  made,  and  the  House 
haa  acted  on  it,  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  party 
making  the  motion  to  withdraw  it?  Is  it  not  then 
in  the  possession  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  By  an  express  rule  of  the 
House,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  mover  to  with- 
draw it  before  action  has  been  had  upon  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  But  here  was  action;  we  were 
called  upon  to  vote.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.   Preparatory  to  taking  action . 

The  Clerk  then,  read  the  third  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  as  follows: 

"  Stc.  JL  Be  U  further  tntutei.  That  the  eompeoaa- 
lion  of  the  prolfeaaors  of  French  and  druwing  be  madtf  equal 
tn  that  of  the  pmressora  in  Uie  other  departmenta,  and  the 
eompenaaiion  of  the  maater  ot  the  iword  be  fl^UO  per 
aonnm." 

TheSPEAKER.  TheCommitteeofthe  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union  propose  to  strike  out 
the  following  words:  "  Professors  of  French  and 
drawing  be  made  equal  to  that  of  the  professors 
in  the  other  departments,  and  the  compensation 
of  the;"  so  that  it  will  read: 

•■  Sac.  S.  .4«d  U  ilfurtker  enacted,  That  the  compeasa- 
Uon  or  the  maater  of  the  aword  be  $1,300  per  annum." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  asreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  amended. 

Mr.  JONES,  ofTennessee.  On  that  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tne  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  BENSON.     I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messers.  Smith,  of 
Vimnia,  and  Crurchwell,  were  appointed. 

1  he  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  79,  noes  42. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

KANSAS  AND  NEBRASKA. 

Mr.  HASTINGS.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  one  moment.  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity of  leaving  the  city  for  a  few  days.  Before 
doing  so,  I  was  very  desirous  of  giving  my  views 
briefly  upon  the  territorial  bills  now  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Commilfke  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  I  ask  that  the  House  will 
now  allow  me  the  privilege  of  printing  my  remarks 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  no  objection  is  made, 
that  privilege  will  be  granted  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York. 

ICries  of"  Agreed!"  "Agreed!"  from  all  parts 
of  the  House.1 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  votes 
by  which  the  amendments  read  were  aereed  to; 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  cannot  move 
to  reconsider  all  the  votes  upon  the  different 
amendments  together. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Then  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  last  Senate  amendment  was 
concurred  in;  end  also  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider upon  the  table. 


The  question  was  taken;  and  the  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
luliourn. 

[Cries  of  "  No  !"  "  No  I"  from  all  portt  of  tb« 
Hall.] 

Mr.  HENN. .  I  withdraw  it,  as  it  seems  to  b« 
the  wish  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  bdieve  the  question  haa 
not  been  taken  iipon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  speaker;  That  is  not  necessary,  aa 
the  bill  passed  the  House  upon  a  former  occasion ; 
and  the  only  queaiion  for  the  House  was  upon 
agreeing  or  tiisaereeing  to  the  Senate  amendments. 
That  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Was  themotion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  |Mr.  Dean]  to 
reconsider  confined  to  only  one  amendment? 

TheSPEAKER.  It  was;  and  that  motion  wo* 
laid  upon  the  table.  The  Chair  stated  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  that  he  could  not  group 
all  the  amendments  together  in  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. He  made  but  oge  motion,  and  that  was  in 
reference  to  the  last  vote. 

Mr.  SMITH.  And  that  does  not  dispose  of 
the  other  amendments  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  submitted  no  motion  in 
regard  to  the  other  amendments. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Is  that  motion  in  order 
now?  ^ 

TheSPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Then  I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  adopted  the  amend- 
ment last  but  one. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Is  that  in  reference  to  the  riding 
hall? 

Mr.  PECKHAM.    It  is. 

Mr.  LYON.  Upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  d« 
now  adjourn. 

The  ,|uestion  was  taken;  and  there  were,  upon 
a  division — ayes  53,  noes  63;  no  quorum  voting. 

rCries  of  "  Call  the  roll !"    "  Call  the  roll !"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  aacertoiB 
whether  there  is  a  quorum  present  by  counting. 
the  House. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.    I  withdraw  my'motion. 

Mr.  LYON.    I  renew  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  gentleman  cannot 
withdrew  the  motion  now,  A  question  has  been 
taken  since  he  made  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  no  quorum  voted  upon 
the  question. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  qnesu'on 
of  order.  It  is,  that  the  gentleman  cannot  with- 
draw his  motion  when  business  has  been  trans- 
acted since  he  made  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  perfectly  competent, 
under  the  rules,  for  ths  gentleman  to  control  his 
own  motion  until  action  is  had  upon  it.  A  quea- 
tion  put,  upon  which  no  quorum  votes,  is  no  ac- 
tion upon  it.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Lton]  renews  the  motion.  The  Chair  would 
inquire  whether  the  gentleman  voted  in  tha  ma- 
jority? 

Mr.  LYON.    I  did  not  vote  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  rules  of  the  House, 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  demanded  and 
taken,  some  gentleman  only  who  voted  in  the  ma- 
jority is  entitled  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vole. 
When  a  vote  has  been  taken,  upon  which  Ih* 
yeas  and  nays  were  not  called,  any  gentleman  can 
move  to  reconsider,  because  there  is  no  eonveoient 
test  by  which  to  determine  how  members  voted* 
The  Clerk  will  read  the  56th  rule,  which  governs 
in  such  eases. 

The  rule  wsa  read,  as  follows: 

"  When  a  motion  haa  been  once  made,  and  carried  i* 
the  afilrmatira  or  neaalire,  it  shall  be  In  order  for  any 
nember  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  recousideimtioa 
thereof  on  the  same  or  aucceeding  day,"  he. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  object  of  my  inquiry  was 
this:  The  motion  was  made,and  the  yeasaod  nays 
were  ordered  upon  it 

The  SPEAKER.  But  the  gentleman  wilt  ob- 
serve that  there  was  only  a  preparalioo  to  take  a 
vote.  It  was  not  action  upon'thc  part  of  th« 
House — it  was  only  preparation  for  action. 

Mr.  SMITH.  But  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not 
only  ordered,  but  the  Clerk  had  proceeded  to  call 
the  name  of  at  least  one  member. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  mis 
governing  the  case.  • 
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The  Clerk  then  read  the  45th  rule,  which  ia  as 
follows: 

"  A  Her  K  motion  if  mated  hy  tllP  Ppenltpr,  or  feat!  by  the 
Clerk,  it  shall  he  tleetiied  to  he  in  the  |>uKse^i)tnn  oi'  the 
Hoii^e,  hilt  niny  be  withdrawn  at  aiiy  time  bufore  s  ikcisitiu 
t>r  ameiidinf'nl." 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  that  rule  the  Chair 
decides  the  gentleman  has  the  right  to  withdraw 
his  motinn. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to,  and 

Thereupon,  at  ten  minutes  past  three  o'clock, 
the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  .?/.)'' 21.  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbur.v.  , 

The  Journal  ofyesterdaywus  read  andapproved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury  Department,  trans- 
mitting estimates  of  $25,(100  for  construction  of 
cistern  for  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco;  and 
of  $44,000  for  the  removal  of  earth  around  said 
hospital. 

AI.SO,  transmitting  copies  of  letters  from  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and  from 
the  contractor  for  building  said  marine  hospital, 
in  reference  to  a  claim  of  said  contractor  for  ilam- 
«^ea  incurred  by  him  in  consequenceof  the  failure 
•oif  the  Government  to  procure  a  site. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  This  ia  a  long  communica- 
tion. It  relates  to  a  subject  which  is  before  the 
■Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
«nd  is  not  before  any  standing  committee  of  the 
House.  I  move,  therefore,  that  without  reading, 
it  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York.  I  ask  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution, 
which  i  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  ask  to  have 
read  for  information. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 
Resolved^  I'hat  the  Coiiiinittee  on  Ihe  Library  be  in- 
fltructed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  expedient  ttiat  one 
copy  ul'  each  work  brlonzinf^  to  tlie  Library  he  conituntly 
retained  therein.  Also,  whether  books  taken  from  the 
Library  t*hoiild  not  be  required  to  be  returned  within  a 
deflnile  titne,  to  he  fixed  by  the  rules  rej^ulaling  the  Libriry. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    That  is  the  rule  now. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Yea,  sir;  but  is  not  put  in 
force. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection  to 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  the  question  will 
he  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee,  it 
waa 

'Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  for  the  withdrawal  from 
the  fileH  of  the  fioase  wf  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  Cocke 
And  Sevier  counties, 'I'eniiessee,  for  a  mail  route  Ironi  New- 
port to  :^evereville,  in  faid  Slate,  for  the  parpotje  ofa  refer- 
ence to  the  Poat  Olfice  Department, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROGERS,  it  wag 

Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  be 
discharged  from  the  ftinbcr  com^ideration  of  the  re,<olution 
to  refer  the  petition  of  Itiaac  S.  Uowman,  son  and  executor 
ofl^uac  ilowman,  di;cea.sed,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior for  liquiilation  under  the  act  of  July  6,  \ii3-i;  and  that 
the  snine  be  referred  to  Ui«  Committee  on  Kevolutiunary 
Olaiais. 

ANESTHESIA. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  Senate 
bill  No.  210,  entitled  "  An  act  to  recompense  the 
discovery  of  practical  antesthesia." 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  If  the  House 
were  full,  I  would  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  If  I  were  permitted,  1  would 
make  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  How  does  the  bill  get  in? 
Is  it  before  its  rejularly? 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  private  bill  day, 
and  theChair,  conceiving  it  to  bea  private  bill,  laid 
it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CLING:MAN.  I  have  no  desire  (o  throw 
obstacle.><  in  the  way  of  its  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land is  on  the  floor,  and  entitled  to  it. 
■      Mr.  HAMILTON.     I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 


Mr.  BISSELL.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  Ihe  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  That  was  the  coininitlee  in 
whose  charge  the  bill  was  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  did  not  yield,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, for  the  gentleman  to  move  a  reference  of  the 
bill  different  from  that  I  proposed.  I  yielded 
merely  for  explanation. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Wfth  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  would  say  a  word. 
I  hope  that  the  bill  will  not  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.  I  do  not  consider  it  a  claim  at 
all.  Let  it  go  to  some  other  committee  of  this 
House — the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or 
some  other  commtttee. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  hope  that  the  bill  may 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
I  will  say  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
of  the  Senate  had  thissubject  under  consideration, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affnirs  of  the 
House,  during  the  last  Congress,  also  had  it  under 
consideration.  Ifitbesent  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  there  is  no  possible  chance  of  its  ever 
being  considered  by  ttjat  committee.  They  know 
nothing  about  the  case,  und  they  do  not  want  to 
know  anything.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  have  had  the  subject  once  in  their  charge, 
and  I  think  it  should  be  now  referred  to  them  for 
investigation. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  will  make  a  proposition. 
We  have  about  a  dozen  doctors  in  the  House, 
and  I  propose  to  organize  them  into  a  committee 
and  give  them  the  charge  of  this  matter.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  BISSELL.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  will  say  a  word.  I 
only  want  to  give  a  single  reason  which  occurs  to 
me  why  the  bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs.  Those  who  have  looked 
into  this  matter  at  all,  and  who  have  noticed  the 
memorial  which  was  presented  to  the  Senate,  are 
aware  that  the  petitioner  claims  something  for  the 
reason  that  this  article  is  used  extensively  in  the 
Army  in  the  mode  discovered  or  invented  by  him. 
I  believe  the  whole  claim  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
the  invention,  or  rather  the  discovery  of  the  me- 
morialist, whoever  he  may  be,  is  used  extensively 
in  the  -Army  of  the  United  States.  I  can,  there- 
fore, think  of  no  committee  to  which  it  could  be 
so  appropriately  referred  as  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  have  so  much 
confidence  in  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  I 
should  prefer  that  this  bill  should  be  referreil  to  it. 
I  do  not  mean  anything  disparaging  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  for  I  have  the  highest 
confidence  in  it  also;  but  1  think  the  subject  appro- 
priately belongs  to  the  other  committee. 

This  is  a  private  claim.  It  is  ostensibly  brought 
before  the  Ilouse  on  theground  that  it  benefits  the  j 
Army  and  Navy;  but  that  is  not  the  true  design 
of  the  bill.  The  bill  proposes,  after  awarding 
$100,000  to  the  gentlemen  claiming  to  have  made 
this  discovery,  to  throw  it  open  for  the  use  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  there-  , 
fore,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  as  well  represents  the  people  as 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  does.  If  the 
views  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Bissell]  are  correct,  there  is  quite  as  much 
reason  for  referring  it  to  the  Naval  Committee  as 
to  the  Military  Committee.  It  ia  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  State.f, 
and  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  Committee  of 
Claims  that  it  will  fairly  and  honestly  represent 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

What  is  this  proposition  ?  We  have  an  idea  of 
what  it  is.  We  had  it  here  in  this  House  once 
before,  and  we  summarily  excluded  it  from  con- 
sideration, and  much  less  from  approval.  It  ia  a 
proposition  to  pay  §100,000  to  six  gentlemen,  or 
to  the  one  of  them  to  whom  the  circuit  court  of 
Ihe  United  States  for  the  northern  district  of  New 
York  shall  determine  to  be  the  discoverer  of  this 
aneesthetic  agent.  These  claimants,  Messrs. 
Morton,  Jackson,  Nicholson,  Wells,  and  others, 
are  scattered  ever  the  whole  country.  There  is 
to  be  a  bill  of  interpleader  filed  in  the  circuit  court 
of  the  northern  district  of  New  York.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  to  be  the  complainant  as 
the  trustee  of  this  fund,  and  these  gentlemen  are 
to  be  the  defendants.  They  are  to  get  together 
their  witnesses  and  counsel  there  from  all  sections 


of  the  Union,  and  to  litigate  this  matter  to  their 
satisfaction,  and  then  this  money  is  to  be  awarded 
to  them,  or  to  one  of  them,  and  the  Government 
is  to  pay  the  costs  of  that  adjudication.  I  would 
infinitely  prefer  that  either  of  the  committees  of 
this  House  should  atoncedecide  thequestlun,and 
give  the  money,  whether  right  or  wrong;  for  it 
would  be  a  saving  to  the  country.  And  when  all 
this  is  done,  then  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  to  have  the  free  use  of  this  anaislhetic  agent. 
If  either  of  these  gentlemen  has  a  right  to  this 
agent  as  the  original  discoverer,  let  him  maintain 
that  right  under  the  patent  laws  of  the  United 
Slates.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  bill  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  1  know  that 
committee  will  give  the  case  that  consideration  it 
deserves;  and  upon  the  motion  so  to  refer  it  I 
demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  hands  of  Sidney 
WKBsTER,Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary,  informing 
the  House  that  he  had  signed  bills  of  the  follow- 
ing titles: 

il.R.  No.  53.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Isaac  P.  Simonton. 

H.  R.  No.  180.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Edwards. 

H.  R.  No.  304.  An  act  establishing  a  land 
olBce  in  the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan. 

H.  R.  No.  237.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Deany,  widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant  James  A. 
Deany.l 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  What  is  the  state  of  the 
question  before  the  House .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Hamilton]  moves  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  demands  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  moves  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  and  demands  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  that 
proposition. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  withdraw  his  motion,  and  allow  th* 
bill  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES.     I  cannot  withdraw  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  82,  nays  46;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aikirn,  David  J.  Dailey,  Barksdale, 
Belcher,  Benton,  Bridges,  UnKiks,  Bugg,  Carpenter, 
Chri!>nian,Clingiiian,Cobb,  t'olquitt,  Corwiii,  Cox,  Craige, 
Curtis,  (^uttiniE,  John  t>.  Davis,  Thomas  Davi«(,  Dent, 
Drum,  Eddy,  Edserlon,  John  M.  Gllioll,  Kllis<M>,  Engtlstl, 
(biddings,  C>reenw<Hid,  Grow,  Uamilton,  Hibbard,  Ifiester, 
Ilngties,  liigersoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  (George  W.  Junes, 
Roland  Jones,  Kidwell,  Knox,  Kurtz,  Latham,  Letcher, 
Lilly,  Lindslcy,  McNair,  Mace,  Maurice,  .Maxwell,  May, 
Middleswarth,  Mill-ton,  Murray,  Parker,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Prait,  Puryear,  David  Itilchie,  Thoina><  Ritehey,  Robhins, 
Rulfin,  Reward,  Shannon,  Simmons,  Gerrit  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith.  George  W.  Sinylli,  Stratton,  Andrew  Stuart, 
John  J.'J'aylor,  NaUinniel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Trout, 
Vuit,  Vaiictatit.  Warren,  Kllihu  B.  Washburne,  Witte,  and 
Daniel   B.  Wright— 8fl. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Appleton,  Banks,  Benson,  Risscll,CaB- 
kie.  Chandler,  Cook.  Crocker,  Dawson,  De.'ui,  Dunbar, 
Eastman,  Edmands,  Thoiiias  D.  Eliul,  Ktberidge,  Farley, 
i-'aulkiier,  Franklin,  Aarv)n  Harlan,  Hetin,  Howe,  Hunt, 
Kerr,  Kitlredge,  Smith  Miller,  Peckham,  Philli|>s,  Ready, 
Riddle,  Rogers,  Snpp.  Shower,  Wiiliam  R.  Smith,  Richard 
H.  Stanton,  Stranh,  David  Stuart.  John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy, 
ITphmn,  Wade,  Walley,  Israel  Washhurn,  Wells,  I'appan 
Wenlworth,  Wheeler,  and  ZoHiculfer — 46. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which- the  bdl  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  single 
moment. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  would  not  be  debatable  in  any 
event. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  seems  hardly  respectful  to 
lay  a  Senate  bill  upon  the  table  without  giving  it 
the  slightest  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Jones's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
SENATE  BILL. 

The  following  bill  upon  the  Speaker's  table  was 
then  taken  up,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Jeffries  and  Jere- 
miah M.  Smith.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  reports 
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wer«  in  order  from  th*  CommiUM  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana,  from  said  committee, 
reported  adversely  upon  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Wade  Allen;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
apon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

HAII.  SBRTICK. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL,  from  the  same  committee, 
teported  a  biU;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  proTide  for  a  weekly  mail  service 
between  the  Atlantic  States  and  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  McDOnOALL.  On  a  previous  dar  a  bill 
was  reported  proTidinc  for  that  service.  The  pro- 
visions of  that  bill  did  not  altogether  meet  with 
my  approbation,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  bring 
bMore  the  House  now  a  bill  which  wilt  obviate  all 
the  objections  made  to  the  former  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  in  extenso. 

It  provides  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
eoDtntct  with  the  lowest  bidder,  after  the  usual 
advertisement,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
of  the  United  States  from  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans,  to  San  Fran- 
ciscorand  from  Sen  Francisco  to  those  places,  by 
the  most  expeditious  and  practicable  route;  the 
service  to  be  performed  semi-monthly,  at  such 
times,  under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, at,  in  connection  with  the  existing  mail  ser- 
vice, shall  secure  weekly  mail  service  each  way, 
provided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  $280,000  per 
annum;  that  no  contract  shall  be  made  for  more 
than  four  years,  &c. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  It  was  understood  by 
the  discussion  had  upon  a  former  day  that  there 
was  no  objection  to  this  service,  and  that  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  country  demanded  a  weekly 
mail  service.  This  bill  has  been  prepared  with 
as  much  care  as  we  could  give  to  the  measure, 
and  I  believe  meets  the  views  expressed  by  the 
Hoase  in  reference  to  it.  For  the  purpose  of 
having  the  measure  fairly  before  the  House,  I  de- 
sire to  have  the  consideration  of  the  bill  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June,  and  I  submit  that 
motion. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass,  Senate  bill  No.  309,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont;"  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAHBS  JXFrRIES  AND  JERKHIAH  SMITH. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  wish  to  move  to  reconsider 
a  vote  which  was  taken  a  few  minutes  ago,  by 
which  a  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  It  is  a  private  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  during  the  last  Coneress, 
and  was  only  lost  in  this  House  for  want  oflime. 
It  is  a  bill  which  has  betn  under  nursing  very 
careAiUy  for  the  last  two  Congresses,  and  I  fear  it 
will  meet  no  belter  fate  now  than  heretofore  if  it 
be  left  to  the  destiny  fixed  for  it  by  the  reference. 
It  is  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  JeiSriea  and  Jere- 
miah Smith.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vole  by 
which  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  a  view  of  moving 
to  put  it  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  motion  go  over  unul  after  the  morning 
hour  has  been  consumed  in  the  call  of  committees 
fbr  reports. 

Mr.  EWINO.  1  should  have  no  objection,  if 
it  was  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  that  it 
•bonld  come  up  then.  I  will  state  to  the  House 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  attend  its  sessions  for 
some  time  past,  in  consequence  of  indisposition, 
and  that  pressing  business  will  call  me  nome  as 
soon  as  the  state  of  my  health  will  permit  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  can  call  up  the 
motion  to  reconsider  at  any  time. 

Mr.  EWINQ.  I  prefer  to  have  it  considered 
now.  I  am  not  able  to  be  in  the  House  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be 
r«ad. 

The  bill  was  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

It  authorizes  the  Postmaster  General  to  rtlease 
JaMM  Jsffrie*  and  Jarsmiab  Smith  from  ths  pen- 
alty incorrsA  in  consequence  of  a  failure  on  Uieir 


part  to  carry  the  mail  on  certain  routes,  accord- 
ing to  the  bids  made  by  them,  and  accepted  by 
the  Post  Office^  Department,  and  also  refunding 
to  them  the  fin^s  consequent  upon  the  failure. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  will  say  a  single  word  in  ex- 
planation of  this  bill,  if  I  can  make  my  voice  suf- 
ciently  audible.  These  petitioners  are  poor  men. 
They  entered  into  acontract  to  carry  the  mail  upon 
a  route  in  Texas;  and  by  positive  and  conclusive 
proof,  as  is  shown  by  tne  papers  accompanying 
the  bill,  the  route  was  twice  as  long  as  advertiaed 
by  the  Department.  The  report  made  by  Mr. 
Rdik,  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee 
in  the  Senate,  shows  clearly  that  the  claim  ought 
to  be  allowed.  It  has  passed  the  Senate  twice, 
but  has  been  lost  in  the  House  in  each  instance, 
in  consequence  of  want  of  time.  I  shall  not  be  in 
the  House  again  for  some  lime,  as  I  am  only  wait- 
ing until  I  am  well  enough  to  enable  me  to  travel 
home.  1  would  regard  it  as  a  special  favor  if  the 
bill  be  taken  up  and  passed.  , 

Mr.  GREY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  whether  I  understand  him  to  say,  that 
the  routes  were  much  longer  than  the  length  ad- 
vertised by  the  Postmaster  General  ? 

Mr.  EWING.  They  were  nearly  twice  as 
long  as  the  length  advertised,  as  the  gentleman 
will  find  by  referring  to  the  proof  in  the  case. 

Mr.  GREY.  They  were  advertised  to  be  relet, 
and  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  statement  of  the 
length  of  the  routes.  They  were  double  the 
length,  as  stated  in  the  advertisement  of  the  Post- 
master General.  Hence  the  mistake,  and  the 
injury  under  these  contracts. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  rule  on  that 
subject  at  the  Department  is  to  state  the  length  of 
the  route,  according  to  the  best  information  they 
have;  and  if  they  advertises  route  to  be  fifty  miles 
in  length  when  it  is  one  hundred  miles,  it  is  the 
business  of  the  bidder  to  understand  the  country 
and  ths  expense  of  carrying  the  mail.  He  must 
inform  himself  as  to  the  real  distance;  and  if  the 
person  is  acquainted  with  the  country  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  over  which  he  has  bid,  he 
wilt  know  whether  the  statement  in  the  advertise- 
ment be  correct  or  not.  If  it  is  not,  he  ought  not 
to  bid  for  carrying  the  mail  on  a  route  the  length 
of  which  he  knows  himself  to  be  much  greater 
than  that  stated  by  the  Department.  I  suppose 
in  this  case  that  the  gentlemen  were  not  residents 
of  that  country,  and  knew  nothing  about  the  length 
of  the  route,  or  about  the  points  from  the  one  to 
the  otner  of  which  this  mail  was  to  be  transported, 
and  conasqucntly  they  were  deceived  themselves, 
and  not  through  any  fault  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  EWING.  1  know  nothing  of  what  has 
induced  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  who  has 
paid  no  attention  to  this  particular  case,  to  raise 
a  discussion  on  it,  when  I  am  utterly  unable  to 
engage  in  it.  I  had  no  idea  that  he  would  do  so. 
I  can  only  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  report. 
Neither  the  Department  nor  the  bidders  were 
exactly  informed  of  the  length  of  the  route.  It 
was  through  a  new  country.  The  proof  is  clear 
and  conclusive,  snd  if  the  gentleman  had  exam- 
ined it  he  could  find  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
claim.  The  claim  would  have  passed  long  since 
but  for  the  delay  which  attends  all  just  private 
claims  in  this  House.  I  cannot  explain  further. 
I  hope  that  the  House  will  take  the  bill  up  and 
put  It  on  its  passage.  I  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  call  for  the  prsvious question  was  seconded; 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reconsidering 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  RoaJs, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  is  now  open  to 
amendment,  or  to  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  EWINQ.  I  now  move  that  the  bill  be  put 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  there  be  a  report  aocom- 
panynig  the  bill,  I  would  be  glad  if  the  Clerk 
would  read  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  According  to  the  memoran- 
dum on  the  bill  the  report  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  the  House  is  not  able 
to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  suts  the  facts  as  fully  as  I 
am  able,  on  my  own  rsqsonsibiUty.  I  inswly 
appeal  to  the  Housf,  bscsuse  I  have  watched  tbu 


bill  day  after  day  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress as  well  as  this.  It  is  impossible  for  me  now 
to  give  that  attention  which  I  would  like  to,  and  I 
hope  that  no  unnecessary  objection  will  be  made 
to  It.  I  state  the  facts  on  my  own  responsibility, 
1  would  say  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. The  case  is  clear,  and  the  report  condusive. 
The  proof  is  as  satisfactory  as  it  could  be  in  any 
claim.  The  route  was  through  a  new  country, 
and  no  bidders  could  be  apprised  of  the  exact  length 
of  it.  The  bill  has  passed  this  House  before;  I 
have  watched  it  many  a  long  day  here.  I  now 
throw  myself  on  the  known  courtesy  of  the  House 
in  this  case.  1  asknothingbut  what  is  just, and  I 
so  slate  on  my  own  responsibility. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  is  no  one  here  whom 
I  would  more  willingly  accommodate  than  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  something  in  this  bill  which  involves 
more  than  a  mere  spirit  of  accommodation.  Now, 
si{,  take  the  converse  of  the  proposition.  The 
gentleman  states  that  this  line  proved  to  be  twice 
as  long  as  was  advertiaed;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  fact,  the  parties  come  here  now 
and  ask  relief.  Suppose  the  line  had  been  only 
half  as  long  as  advertised,  what  then  would  have 
been  th^  action  of  the  contractors  in  regard  to  it.' 
Would  they  have  come  then  and  asked  relief,  or 
would  they  have  come  here  and  proposed  to 
refund  a  part  of  the  moneys  they  were  to  receive 
by  virtue  of  that  contract? 

Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that  there  is  something  in 
this  matter,  that  there  is  at  least  a  principleat  the 
bottom  of  it,  and  that  principle  may  be  one  of  very 
serious  consequence.  I  would  as  willingly  defor 
to  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  aa 
of  any  other  member  of  the  House;  but  when  a 
matter  of  principle  is  involved,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  adhere  to  that  principle. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  sUle  that  if 
the  previous  question  is  sustained,  the  first  ques- 
tion will  be  upon  the  motion  to  commit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
If  that  motion  shall  be  voted  down,  the  bill  will 
then  be  open  to  amendment,  or  will  be  put  upon 
its  third  reading.      ' 

Mr.  GREY.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  upon  this 
subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order;  a 
demand  for  the  previous  question  is  pending. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  inquire  if 
the  bill  has  been  read } 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  been  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  have  every  disposition  to 
accommodate  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  bat 
I  did  not  hear  a  word  he  said;  and  I  do  not  yst 
know  what  the  bill  is.    I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  t 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  to,  the  bUl 
will  again  be  read. 

Mr.  WARREN.     I  object. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Then  let  a  vote  of  the 
House  determine  whether  the  bill  shall  be  read. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  is  very  short,  and  I  hop* 
no  gentleman  will  object  to  its  being  read. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  move  that  the  House 
resolve  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ths 
Private  Calendar. 

The  Question  was  put;  and  ths  motion  was 
disagreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  TILL  HONDAT. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  motion. 
I  move  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  the  yesa 
and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered— only  four- 
teen members  rising. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  hope  the  demand  for  ths  yeas 
and  nays  will  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  customary. 

Mr.  JONES.  When  it  is  not  entered  on  the 
Journal,  it  looks  as  if  we  did  this  thing  uMUii- 
roously. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  have  it 
in  his  power  to  move  to  amend  the  Journal. 

Mr.  JONES.  Yes,  bat  it  would  save  time  to 
hav*  it  entered  now. 

The  SPEAKER.    Perhaps  that  would  be  the 
case  if  the  Chair  would  place  upon  the  Journal* 
that  which  has  nevsrgone  there  smce  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government.    But  if  the  practice  is 
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changed  at  all,  it  must  be  by  the  order  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     What  is  the  point  > 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  with  regard  to  the  entry 
upon  the  Journal  of  the  demand  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  It  will  go  in  the  Globe. 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  yeas  and  nays 
are  not  ordered,  the  demand  for  them  is  never 
entered  on  the  Journal.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  desires  that  it  shall  be. 

The  Chair  wouTd  state,  that  if  the  practice  in 
this  respect  be  changed,  it  must  be  done  by  a  xote 
of  the  House.  The  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  may  be  reached,  when  the  Journal 
shall  be  read  on  Monday  morning,  if  the  House 
adjourns  until  Monday. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  desire  simply  to 
ask  my  colleague,  if  it  would  not  satisfy  hiin  to 
have  his  motion  published  in  the  Globe  without 
mutilating  the  Journal.' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hie»ter'» 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  agreed  that  when  ii  adjourns,  it  be 
until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  The  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  withdraws  his  objection  to  having 
the  bill  read,  and  as  there  is  a  general  desire  to 
have  it  read,  I  hope  that  the  Clerk  will  now  be 
allowed  to  read  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  not 
ssconded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  upon 
referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  a  division 
being  had,  there  were — ayes  55;  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  EDGERTQN.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  take 
precedence  of  the  motion  to  commit  the  bill,  but 
It  cannot  be  entertained  during  the  pendency  of 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Butthe  House  have 
refused  to  second  the  demand  for  the  previous 
qaestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  very  true;  there  was 
no  second.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Edgerton]  would  now  be  in  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair, 

if  it  is  in  order  to  submit  a  motion  to  postpone  the 

onslderation  of  this  matter  until  next  Wednesday  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  be  in 
order,  if  the  House  should  vote  down  the  several 
pending  propositions  to  refer. 

Mr.  EWING.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Letcher]  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  to  him 
that  if  he  will  promise  to  take  charge  of  the  bill,  I 
will  not  object  so  strongly  to  the  motion  which  he 
hiu  indicated;  but  I  must  state  to  the  House,  that 
I  have  only  been  waiting  in  this  city,  in  bad  health, 
in  order  to  get  this  matter  disposed  of.  I  shall 
■oon  be  compelled  to  leave  for  the  West,  and  when 
I  shall  return  I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  am  willing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accommodating  the  gentleman,  to  fix  upon 
any  day  of  postponement  which  will  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  allow  this  matter  to  proceed  now.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  informs  us  that  he  is 
only  waiting  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  dispos- 
ing of  this  bill.  He  tells  us  he  has  thoroughly 
examined  it,  and  that  the  parties  have  suffered  on 
account  of  a  wrong  advertisement  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  officers.  It  is  said  that  the  parties 
have  acted  in  good  faith;  and  are  we  to  hold  those 
men,  likeShylock,  to  the  pound  of  flesh,  when 
they  are  not  in  fault? 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting  )  The  Chair 
would  remind  the  gentleman  that  debate  is  not  in 
or^er  upon  the  proposition  to  postpone. 

Mr.  HUNT.  Then  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  proaeed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.     I  object. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  a  question. 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  then  in  order. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  hope  the  motion  to  recommit 
this  bill,  or  the  motion  to  postpone,  will  prevail. 


There  is  no  disposition  upon  the  part  of  any  mem- 
ber, I  presume,  to  delay  action  upon  it  from  any 
captious  motive.  The  objection  seems  to  be  that 
if  we  act  upon  it  now,  it  would  be  establishing  the 
precedent  of  acting  upon  a  bill  without  a  report, 
and  without  investigation,  but  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  an  iadividual  member.  We  all  have 
equal  rights  here,  and  I  have  bills  in  my  posses- 
sion which  I  am  interested  in  getting  through,  but 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  this  House  is  not  ready 
to  allow  these  bills  to  be  put  upon  their  passage 
without  a  report  and  examination.  If  it  will  meet 
the  wishesof  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [.Mr. 
EwiNG,]  I  will  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  matter  be  postponed  until  next  Wednesday.^ 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  would  consent  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  if  I  could  see 
any  good  reason  for  postponing  action.  But  I 
can  see  none  whatever.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  says  the  Senate  have  twice  acted  upon 
this  matter,  and  that  he  desires  to  have  it  dis- 
posed of  now. 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  Chair 
desires  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Sage]  if  he  submitted  a  motion  to  postpone, 
or  only  suggested  such  a  motion? 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  submitted  the  motion.  Weshall 
then  have  the  report  before  us. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  that  motion  cuts  off 
debate,  and  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Hdnt]  are  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HUNT,  i  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.SAQE.  I  will,  ifthe  gentleman  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  HUNT.     I  will. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  am  acting  altogether  in  courtesy 
in  this  matter,  and  upon  principles  of  justice.  We 
have  heard  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Saoe]  advert  to  precedent.  The  first  9  all  pre- 
cedents is  justice.  Here  is  a  measure  of  relief 
called  for  by  individuals  who  have  suffered  by  con- 
tracting for  a  route  twice  as  long  as  was  adver- 
tised by  the  Postmaster  General.  Now  they  come 
before  the  House  in  perfect  good  faith  and  with 
clean  hands.  We  have  proof  that  they  acted  in 
good  faith ,  and  that  the  Postmaster  General  deluded 
them. 

Now  one  gentleman  asks,  suppose  the  mistake 
was  upon  the  other  side?  When  that  question  re- 
curs it  will  be  time  enough  to  act  upon  it.  Here 
is  a  gentleman  of  honor  who  has  investigated  the 
case,  and  he  refers  also  to  the  Senate  reports.  The 
gentleman  says  he  cannot  be  here  on  next  Wed- 
nesday. If  there  were  any  motive  for  postpone- 
ment; if  there  were  any  doubt  of  the  correctness 
of  the  statements  in  the  reports  of  the  Senate;  if 
it  were  alleged  that  they  were  made  in  error,  it 
would  be  reasonable  and  just  that  there  should  be 
a  postponement.  It  appears  to  me,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  EwiNo]  ought  to  be  gratified  in  his  reason- 
able desire,  and  that  this  matter,  which  he  has 
thoroughly  examined,  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
now. 

In  accordance  with  my  promise,  1  now  renew 
the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  wish  to  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky 

Mr.  HUNT.  The  gentleman  is  not  in  order. 
I  return  the  gentleman's  courtesy  to  me. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  postpone;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  would  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  that  I  have  no  hostility  to 
his  bill.  1  wish  i6  give  it  a  fair  and  candid  con- 
sideration ;  and  it  was  only  for  that  purpose  that  1 
made  the  motion  which  I  made. 

I  will  say,  however,  to  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Hunt,]  that  when  he  has  read  as 
many  Senate  reports  as  perhaps  I  have,  he  will 
become  satisfied  that  it  is  not  the  best  evidence  in 
the  world  that  a  bill  ought  to  pass  because  a  fa- 
vorable report  has  been  made  upon  it  in  the  Senate, 
or  because  it  has  once  or  twice  passed  that  body. 
f  will  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that 
if  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  next  Friday  is  objection  day;  and 
if  it  is  one  of  those  cases  which  are  as  clear  as  the 
gentleman  states  it  is,  its  justice  will  be  manifest 
upon  reading  the  report,  and  it  will  be  passed 
without  difficulty.  It,  however,  it  should  De  ob- 
jected to,  it  will  lie  over  until  it  can  come  up  and  be 


discussed  there.  It  is  not  defeating  a  bill  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  beat 
method  of  passing  it. 

Mr.  EwlNG.  I  have  not  been  disposed,  and 
am  not  disposed,  to  press  this  matter  upon  the 
House  against  their  wishes.  I  appealed  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  House,  not  with  a  view  of  estab- 
lishing a  precedent  for  ordinary  cases,  but  hoping 
that  by  an  explanation  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances connected  with  this  case  the  House  would 
allow  the  bill  to  be  disposed  of  at  once.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sage,]  how- 
ever, seems  to  place  it  simply  upon  the  ground  of 
ordinary  transactions.  Sir,  I  wish  very  much 
I  could  establish  in  this  House  a  precedent  for 
courtesy.  1  know  of  no  precedent  tnat  would  be 
more  useful,  save  more  time,  or  contribute  more 
to  secure  justice  to  those  having  honest  claims 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  But 
I  despair  of  being  able  to  establish  a  precedent 
which  would  be  of  sufficient  force  to  reach  the 
sense  of  propriety  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  I  say  I  despair  of  such  a  result;  for  I  have 
discovered  that  when  the  great  body  of  the  House 
seem  disposed  to  recognize  the  peculiarity  of  the 
circumstances  attending  this  case,  a  few  members 
like  the  gentleman  from  New  York  seem  dis- 
posed to  throw  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  accomplishing  what  is  the  obvious  wish 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  House. 

As  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
I  have  served  the  little  time  I  have  been  in  this 
House  to  but  little  purpose,  if  it  has  not  taught 
me  what  is  the  effect  of  such  motions.  1  presume 
even  the  new  members  of  the  House  would  need 
no  explanation  to  be  able  to  ascertain  what  is  the 
effect,  not  to  say  anything  of  the  object,  of  such 
motions.  I  can  say  nothing  of  the  motive  of  the 
gentleman — nothing  of  his  object;  I  leave  that  for 
the  conjecture  of  others.  The  eflfect,  however,  I 
cannot  misunderstand. 

I  will  say  to  the  House,  however,  that,  not 
wishing  to  press  this  matter  at  present,  if  there  be 
objection,  I  will  consent  to  the  motion  to  post- 
pone its  further  consideration  until  some  day  next 
week,  although  it  will  result  in  keeping  me  in  the 
city  until  that  time,  and  subject  me  to  very  much 
inconvenience  in  consequence.  I  ask  that  as  early 
a  day  may  be  fixed  as  possible.  I  would  suggest 
Tuesday;  and  I  hope  in  the  mean  time  the  ob- 
jectors of  the  bill  will  examine  the  subject  fairly, 
and  ascertain  whether  there  are  objections  that 
are  insurmountable  against  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  also  postponed  to 
next  Tuesday  the  consideration  of  another  report 
from  one  of  the  standing  committees,  and  it  would 
take  precedence  of  the  bill  before  the  House  in  the 
morning  hour,  being  of  the  same  character  of 
business. 

Mr.  EWING.  At  the  request  of  friends  around 
me,  I  would  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  will,  if  the  gentleman  will 
renew  it. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  will.  The  gentleman  seemed 
to  throw  some  reflection  on  my  want  of  courtesy 
here,  when  I  distinctly  stated,  in  making  the  mo- 
tion I  did,  that  1  did  not  intend  to  be  discourteous. 
There  has  not  been  a  single  instance  since  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  where  this  House 
has  passed  a  bill  without  having  the  report  of  the 
committee  before  it.  It  was  for  that  reason  I  ob- 
jected to  having  the  bill  under  consideration  passed 
at  this  time.  On  examination,  I  sloted  that  I  had 
no  doubt  I  would  vote  for  the  claim.  I  do  not 
think  I  can  be  charged,  in  good  grace,  with  wont 
of  courtesy,  when  I  stated  the  reasons  which  actu- 
ated me.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I  now  renew 
the  motion  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  is  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  are  now  in  order 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  now  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Private  Calendar. 
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The  qnestioa  was  Uken;  and  lb*  motion  Mnw 
agreed  to. 

The  Hooee  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar,  (Mr.  Tatlor,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair.) 

RICHARD  W.  MEADS. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  commiUeelast 
rose  it  had  under  consideration  "A  bill  for  settling 
the  claim*  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Richard 
W.  Meade,  deceasM,"  on  which,  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cramdler.]  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  this 
bill  was  called  before  the  committee  a  week  ago 
to-day,  I  yielded  to  the  pious  suggestion  of  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinoman,] 
that,  it  being  Good  Friday,  we  should  postpone 
the  consideration  of  private  claims,  and  give  our- 
selves ap  to  that  business  which  was  more  public; 
and  though  we  did  not  enterinto spiritual  matters, 
as  they  did  in  the  other  end  of  the  building,  yet 
I  trust  that  the  consciences  of  all  members  ore  at 
rest  as  regards  oar  own  observance  of  this  sacred 
season.  It  is  not  my  intention  at  this  time  to  in- 
flict on  the  committee  a  speech  on  the  bill  now 
before  it;  nor,  indeed,  to  enter  into  any  argument. 
I  shall,  as  I  suggested  a  week  ago,  confine  myself 
to  a  simple  narrative  of  the  origin  of  these  claims, 
and  all  those  events  which  made  these  claims; 
which,  in  the  first  place,  were  against  the  King  of 
Spain,  valid  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  have  brought  the  memorialists 
hither  to  ask  of  us  the  justice  which  has  been  de- 
nied them  in  other  quarters. 

Richard  W.  Meade  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Slates,  pursuing  his  commerce  in  the  kingdom  of 
Spain,  and  very  much  with  the  dependencies  of 
Spain  in  America.  In  the  coarse  of  a  protracted 
business  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  Government 
of  Spain  became  largely  indebted  to  him,  and  to 
his  principals,  in  the  sum,  1  believe,  of  some  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  revolutions  that  were  going 
forward  in  Spain  from  year  to  year,  never  pro- 
ducing any  good  to  the  subjects,  and  only  disturb- 
ing the  seats  of  the  various  monarchs,  rendered  it 
much  easier  for  the  Government  of  Spain  to  in- 
crease its  debts  to  tbemerchanta  than  to  pay  them. 
After  various  attempts  to  procure  from  the  Span- 
ish Government  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt — 
a  liquidation  of  his  claim  arisine  from  demurrage 
of  his  ships,  from  flour  furnished  to  the  army,  and 
from  Tsnous  articles  supplied  to,  or  taken  by  the 
King's  officers — Mr.  Meade,  growing  weary  of 
those  efforts,  laid  his  claim  before  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  asked  his  own  Gov- 
ernment to  interfere  in  his  behalf. 

In  the  year  1819,  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  eonclnded  a  treaty  with  the  Governmentof 
Spain.  That  treaty  contained,  among  other  things, 
a  condition  that  the  Government  of  Spain  should 
cede  to  the  United  States  the  whole  of  the  province 
of  East  and  West  Florida — the  whole  of  the  Span- 
ish possessions, I ving  east  of  the  Mississippi,  for 
which  territory 'the  sovereignty  of  all,  and  the  fee 
simple  of  what  was  left,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  to  pay  $5,000,000,  and  thataum 
of  $5,000,000  was  to  be  divided  among  the  claim- 
ants of  the  United  States  upon  the  Governmentof 
Spain,  pre  rota,  to  be  apportioned  by  a  commission 
to  be  appointed  to  hola  (heir  offices  for  three  years, 
to  which  commission  there  should  be  furnished 
proofs  of  the  claims,  apd  those  claims,  those 
unliquidated  claims,  which  were  sustained  by 
ample  proof,  were  to  be  allowed  by  the  commis- 
sion. Another  condition  of  that  treaty  was,  that 
if  it  were  not  confirmed  by  each  party,  within  six 
months  of  the  date  of  its  being  made  here,  it  should 
become  null  and  void.  The  treaty  also  acknowl- 
edged the  validity  of  grants  of  land  made  ^y  the 
King  of  Spain  to  his  subjects  in  Florida — a  very 
important  consideration  to  this  committee. 

The  treaty  was  made  on  the  2SM  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819.  In  that  treaty,  of  course,  Mr. 
Meade's  claim  upon  Spain  was  recognized,  if  it 
could  be  proved.  There  is  no  doubt  of  that;  it 
was  so  understood. 

On  the  23d  day  of  July,  1819,  our  Minister  at 
Madrid  gave  notice  to  the  Government  of  Spain, 
that  in  thirty  days  from  that  time,  the  treaty,  unless 
confirmed  by  the  King,  would  be  null  and  void. 
On  the  33d  of  August,  1819,  the  treaty  was  uncon- 
firmed, and  was  consequently  null  and  void,  and 
of  00  effect.    Neither  Power  was  bound  by  that 


treaty,  and  those  parties  in  this  country  that  set 
up  a  claim  upon  the  $5,000,000  were  forever  cut 
off  from  that  claim.  The  whole  nutter  was  then 
in  the  same  position  as  it  was  before  the  22d  of 
February,  1619.  Mr.  Meade  was  then  thrown 
agun  upon  his  own  resources,  and  left  to  come 
back  upoff  the  Government  of  Spain  for  an  ac- 
knowledgment and  payment  of  his  debt  which 
they  ow«l  him.  After  much  exertion,  Mr.  Meade 
procured  from  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
m  Spain,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Government 
of  this  country,  assistance  to  procure  a  liquida- 
tion of  his  claim  upon  the  Government  of  Spain, 
^nd  a  com  mission,  on  account  of  this  interference, 
and  on  account  of  the  urgency  of  Mr.  Meade, 
was  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Spain,  who, 
after  taking  the  case  to  the  various  courts  of  that 
Government,  finally  declared  them  liquidated,  and 
the  King  of  Spain  issued  his  obligation  to  Mr. 
Meade  for  the  amount  due  him.  Between  $400,000 
and  $500,000  were  recognized  at  that  time  as  being 
due  him.  Here  was  the  claim  recognized,  and 
Mr.  Meade  held  in  his  hands  the  treasury  notes 
of  the  King  of  Spain  for  the  sum  that  the  King 
acknowledged  he  owed  him.  So  far,  then,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  was  released 
from  all  consideration  of  this  matter,  and  Mr. 
Meade  was  reinstated  in  his  position  towards 
the  Spanish  Government,  and  the  King  of  Spain 
became  his  debtor  in  that  amount.  The  Cortes 
of  Spain  were  not  then  in  session,  but  as  soon 
as  they  assembled,  Mr.  Meade  made  application 
to  this  Congress  of  that  country  to  provide  ways 
and  means  for  the  payment  of  his  debt.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Government  of  Spain  entered  into  negotiations 
again  for  a  treaty,  and  the  basis  of  the  treaty  to 
be  formed  was  the  old  treaty  of  the  32d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1S19a,  That  was  to  be  the  basis  of  the  nego- 
tiation ,  ami  the  treaty  was  formed  after  the  recog- 
nition of  the  debt  upon  the  part  of  the  King  of  Spain , 
after  the  liquidation  of  that  claim,  and  trie  issuing 
of  an  acknowledgement  in  the  customary  form, 
but  bearing  the  same  relation  to  the  debt  that  a 
treasury  note,  or  any  of  the  bonds  of  the  Treasury 
Department  bear  to  their  holders  here.  The  new 
treaty. varied  from  the  old  one. 

1  maintained,  in  the  first  part  of  my  remarks,  that 
in  the  acquisition  of  Florida,  the  whole  sovereignty 
of  course  was  acquired  for  the  Government. 
There  were  ooeupants  of  the  land  there  who  held 
of  course  their  lands  in  fee  simple  from  the  Gov- 
ernment abroad.  The  King,  in  1818,  issued  his 
royal  warrant  to  three  of  his  distinguished  coun- 
sellors for  a  vast  quantity  of  land,  covering  a  great 
amount  of  the  beautiful  everglades  that  prove  so 
nch  a  source  of  supply  for  our  naval  deposits  in 
this  country.  He  gave  a  laige  part,  1  should 
think,  nearly  one  third  of  the  whole  territory,  to 
these  three  persons.  The  new  treaty  gave  up  all 
the  sovereignty  as  before,  and  gave  to  the  United 
Slates  the  fee  simple  of  all  these  vast  grants  of 
land,  which  before  were  not  included  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  United  States.  This  treaty  was  then, 
insomuch,  better  than  the  other,  for  the  former 
conditions  were  held.  Five  millions  of  dollars 
were  to  be  given  by  the  United  States  to  the 
American  claimants  upon  the  King  of  Spain,  to 
be  settled  as  under  the  former  treaty,  by  commis- 
sion to  hold  for  three  years. 

When  this  treaty  came  before  the  Cortes  for 
their  consideration  they  regarded  it  with  some 
favor,  but  they  also  recollected  that  at  the  same 
time  there  was  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade,  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  for  nearly  $500,000,  which  had  been 
awarded  to  him.  There  was  a  gentleman  there 
by  the  name  of  Joseph  Guererii;  and  he  was  the 
"gentleman  from  Tennessee"of  the  Spanish  Cor- 
tes—just such  a  man  as  is  my  friena  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  JoMEslin  this  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (in  his  seat.)  May 
that  not  be  a  doubtful  conipliment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  compliment  is  to 
Mr.  Guerera  that  he  was  so  much  like  my  friend 
from  Tennessee.  There  is  the  compliment.  That 
gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Cortes,  inquired 
what  was  to  become  of  this  daim  ?  Was  tht 
Government  of  Spain  to  give  up  all  its  sovereignty 
over  East  and  West  Florida;  relinquish  all  its 
vast  possessions  there,  and  afterwards  pay  this 
$500,000?  Because  the  new  treaty  already  save 
up  those  vast  possessions  there  which  the  King 
held  in  fee  simple,  and  besides  that,  would  have  to 
pay  the  $500,000,  or  nearly  that  sum,  which  was 


included  in  the  former  treaty  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States, and  which  they.  Spa  in, agreed  to  pay 
to  Mr.  Meade.  Here,  then,  was  a  just  inquiry. 
Here  was  a  proper  inquiry  on  the  part  of  rar. 
Guerera — and  he  did  ask  it  this  was  to  be  included 
in  the  treaty.  The  question  was  pertinent  ant) 
just,  and  as  proper  as  nine  tenths  of  those  which 
my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jdhes]  puts  to 
this  House.  The  result  was  the  appointment  of 
a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Cortes  of  Spain, 
to  wait  upon  the  American  Mimster,  to  ask  him 
whether  this  new  treaty  included  the  claim  of 
Richard  W.  Meade.  The  committee  returned  to 
the  Cortes  of  Spain,  and  informed  them  that  the 
Minister  said  that  tl  did  incinde  it. 

In  that  condition  of  things,  then,  the  Cortes  ad- 
vised the  King  of  Spain  to  ratify  and  confirm  the 
new  treaty,  upon  the  condition  ttiat  it  included  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Meade;  for  you  are  aware  that,  under 
the  general  nature  of  treaties,  it  would  not  be  in- 
cluded, because  it  was  a  "  liquidated  debt."  The 
Cortes,  understanding  that  it  did  include  it,  ad- 
vised the  ratification  of  that,  treaty,  although  it 
gave  up  an  immense  amount  of  valuable  land  to 
the  United  States. 

It  was  a  singular  circumstance — bat  one  of  those 
circumstances  which  will  happen  in  the  progressof 
treaties — that  there  was  going  on ,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
in  the  Supreme  Court  room  below,  a  trial  nomin- 
ally between  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe,  but  in 
which  the  real  party  was  Joseph  M.  Branden, 
which  involved  a  claim  to  some  of  the  Florida 
lands.  In  looking  over  the  written  argument  of 
this  case,  I  was  struck  with  a  singular  fact.  It 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Meade  cose  at  all;  it 
was  entirely  foreign  to  it;  and  yet  there  I  found  a 
reference  was  made  to  this  very  eircsmstsnce  to 
which  I  allude — an  extract  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Cortes,  including  this  treaty,  m  which  the 
King  is  advised  to  ratify  the  •treaty  then  made, 
including  the  claim  of  R.  W.  Meade  and  others^ 
but  that,  as  his  Majesty  might  feel  that  his 
kingdom  was  shorn  of  a  part  of  iM  honors,  anil 
they  were  going  to  pay  too  muck  by  relinquish- 
ing those  vast  possessions;  therefore,  if  he  shoulil 
conclude  not  to  accept  of  the  advice  of  the 
Cortes,  and  should  refuse  to  ratify  the  treaty, 
the  Cortes  then  most  respectfully  recommended 
to  the  King,  in  the  first  place,  a  care  for  the  wants 
and  conditions  of  his  faithful  subjects  in  Florida; 
and  they  recommended  to  hire  in  like  manner,  if 
the  treaty  should  not  be  ratified ,  the  jast  and  valid 
claim  of  Richard  W.  Meade.  That  was  their  view 
of  it.  Subsequently,  also,they  declared  that,not- 
withstanding  the  fact  that  this  treaty  should  not 
be  ratified,  these  claims  upon  this  valuable  body 
of  land  should  not  be  longer  considered  as  with- 
holding them  from  the  King. ,  Such  was  the  value 
of  the  land  that  they  deemed  it  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  warrant  the  King  in  taking  it  from  the 
Spanish  claimants;  but,  at  the  same  time,  such  was 
the  regard  for  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade,  that  they 
recommended  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  King.  These  were  the  opisions  of  the  Cortes. 
But  the  King  did  sanction  the  treaty.  The  treaty 
was  ratified  in  1830,  upon  the  basis  of  that  of 
1819,  containing  the  conditions  to  which  I  have 
referred  by  which  this  Government  received  ait 
immense  tract  of  land,  including  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Meade,  worth  twice  as  much  as  this  Government 
paid  for  the  whole  of  Florida. 

No  sooner  did  Mr.  Meade  hear  that  his  claim 
was  included  in  the  treaty,  than  he  entered  bis 
solemn  protest  against  the  proceeding.  It  may 
be  said  that  it  was  a  very  foolish  proceeding  upon 
the  part  of  Mr.  Meade  to  protest  against  the  trans- 
fer of  his  claim  from  the  Spanish  Government 
to  ours;  but  the  great  difficulty  in  reference  to 
Spain  had  been  to  get  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
debt.  Spain  could  not  pay,  and  therefore  she 
would  not  settle;  but  when  she  became  in  a  better 
condition  she  would  settle,  because  she  could  pay. 

But,  i  was  proceeding  to  say,  that  Mr.  Meade 
protested  against  his  claim  being  included  in  this 
treaty;  because, although  he  knew  that  these eom- 
missioners  would  pay  over  in  good  faith  every 
dollar  of  the  $5,000,000  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  pa;ying  the  daims  of  our  citizens  against  the 
Spanish  Government,  yet  there  were  other  claim- 
ants in  the  United  States  as  well  as  himself;  and 
after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  commission,  he 
knew  very  well  that  he  could  not  secure  the  allow- 
ance of  an  amount  equal  to  his  claim. 

AH  cUums  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon 
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Spain  which  had  been  unadjudicated,  or  unliqui-  | 
dated,  us  they  call  it,  came  within  the  iirovisionaof  i 
the  treaty,  and  IhisGovernment  was  bound  to  pay  i 
the  claimti.     The  liquidated  or  settled  claims  were 
nude  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Spanish  Govern-  | 
menC.     To  that  Government  the  claimant  must 
look  for  satisfaction;  but   this  was   a   liquidated 
claim,  and,  us  such,  the  Government  of  Spain  was 
bound  to  pay  it.  '  { 

There  ia  one  point  which  I  regard  as  of  some 
consequence  in  reference  to  this  view  of  the  case.  1 
It  is  this:  When  Mr.  Meade  procured  theliquida-  | 
tion  of  his  claim  from  the  Spanish  Government, 
thai  Government  itself  took  occasion,  through  I 
their  official  agent  with  this  Government,  to  give 
information  of  the  fact.  Mr.  Meade  informed  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  States,  also,  that  it 
had  been  settled.  The  Secretary,  in  acknowledg- 
ing Mr.  Meade's  letter,  congratulates  him  upon 
the  success  of  his  efforts  to  secure  a  settlement; 
and  in  extending  his  congratulations,  he  takes 
occasion  to  remark:  "TheGovernmentfeelsnota 
little  gratification  injtaiving  contributed  to  this  sat- 
isfactory result."  The  Secretary  tnkes  to  himself 
ond  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  praise 
that  he  had  had  a  hand  in  procuring  that  settle- 
ment. 1  ask  the  committee  to  mark  that  fact,  be- 
cause upon  it  may  depend  a  portion  of  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  this  claim.  I  ask  the  committee 
to  remember  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  interfered  itself  in  the  case;  that  it  desired 
the  settlement  of  the  claim,  and  that  it  was  instru- 
mental in  procuring  that  eellleinent. 

The  committee  will  perceive  that  I  am  making  a 
simple  slaiemeiit  of  facts,  nut  so  full  even  as  the 
report  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  present  to 
the  House. 

I  use  the  few  moments  in  making  this  simple 
narrative,  divesting  it  of  all  attempts  at  appeal  to 
sympathies,  denying  myself  the  pleasure  of  im- 
proving it  towards  their  feelings,  but  asking  only 
that  members  shall  listen  to  a  simple,  naked 
statement  of  these  facts  which  involve  the  com- 
forts of  Americans,  and  which  include,  in  no  small 
degree,  the  honor  of  our  own  country. 

Mr.  Meade,  1  say,  seeing  that  he  was,  without 
his  consent,  involved  in  this  treaty,  protested 
against  it;  but  he  knew,  while  he  protested,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  "  eminent  domain,"  had  the  right  to  include 
him.  He  knew  thai  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  a  right  to  say  thai "  we  involve 
the  claim  of  every  citizen  of  tlie  United  States  in 
this  settlement,  and  we  assume,  while  we  exercise 
the  power  of  doing  that,  the  right  of  settling  hon- 
orably with  those  whose  property  we  have  taken." 
When  this  wos  done  Mr.  Meade  returned  to  thi.? 
country.  He  brought  his  claims  here,  and  when 
the  commission  was  appointed,  as  it  was,  he  laid 
this  great  claim  before  it.  After  some  lime,  the 
dates  of  which  are  unnecessary,  he  was  informed 
that  it  was  not  a  proper  claim  on  this  Govern- 
ment, because  it  was  a  liquidated  claim,  and  that 
treaties,  in  general,  involved  only  unliquidated 
claims.  After  some  months  spent  in  discussions 
of  this  kind,  it  became  evident  to  the  commission 
that  his  claim  was  specially  included  in  that 
treaty,  and  then  instead  of  allowing  it,  as  they 
might  and  ought  to  have  done,  they  threw  them- 
selves back  on  thai  clause  of  the  treaty  which 
gave  the  commission  the  right  of  judging  of 
the  character  of  the  claim.  In  goneral,  no 
power  can  be  more  just,  none  can  be  more  pru- 
dent than  that.  We  have  since  that  time  seen 
how,  even  with  the  exercise  of  thai  power,  errors 
may  creep  in.  And  Mr.  Meade  brought  to  ihem 
the  full  proof.  He  brought  to  them  the  treasury 
note  of  the  King  of  Spain,  acknowledging  the 
liquidation  of  the  account,  and  confessing  the  in- 
del)tedness  to  the  man  at  that  time.  They  de- 
manded of  him  the  proof  of  that  note.  That  was 
very  singular.  Other  persons  came  with  naked 
claims  upon  our  territory,  with  a  mere  bill  and 
statement  of  accounts  of  how  much  was  due,  and 
the  commission  demanded  of  them  some  proof  of 
those  statements.  Here  was  a  very  dilTerent  case. 
However,  finding  that  he  was  not  likely  to  succeed 
without  the  evidences  which  had  satisfied  Spain, 
Mr.  Meade  resorted  to  the  Minister  of  Spain  to 
know  whether  he  dould  procure  the  proofs  neces- 
sary. Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  any  person  who  has 
any  knowledgeof  the  Spanish  character,  will  pretty 
well  judge  how  a  Minister  of  Spain  would  jump 
up  when  he  was  asked  to  prove  the  words  of  the 


King  of  Spain — how  he  would  feel  if  he  was 
asked  to  offer  some  proof  of  the  justice  of  his 
Majesty's  court. 

When  Mr.  Meade  addressed  his  letter  to  the 
Marquis  de  Anduaga,  the  Marquis  expressed  great 
indignation  at  the  decision  of  tlie  Cummissioners 
here  in  doubting  the  truth  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Spanish  King  and  courts,  and  added: 

"The  Spanisli  (iovprntntiiit  wiffVf'nard  as  a  serious  in- 
sult that  wliAt  ill  S|iaiii  1:4  aclciiowludiEtd  as  most  sacred  and 
respectable,  should  here  t>e  proiiouiieed  ol'  no  value ;  llint 
il  will  never  consent  to  have  (|ue^ltoned  the  legalily  and 
purity  with  which  your  lir|iiidaiion  wa^  made;  and  which 
IS  acconiptinted  by  all  the  marks  of  aulheniicily  which  il 
can  K'Vc  il ;  and,  in  fine,  (hough  it  should  be  practicable  to 
reunite  all  the  dociiinenls  upon  which  that  liquidation  was 
made,  his  Catholic  Mnjesly  knows  inn  well  what  is  due  to 
his  own  dignity,  to  the  reputation  of  Itis  ministers,  aitd  to 
the  integrity  ol  his  tribunals,  to  consent  thata  lorcign  com- 
mission shall  deem  itsell'  auUiurized  to  revise  their  de- 
crees.'* 

That  was  the  answer  of  the  haughty  old  Don. 
If  they  had  not  any  money  in  Spain,  they  had 
some  honor  left,  and  they  stood  upon  it  when  the 
money  was  gone.  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  effect 
of  that  feeling  which  the  Spaniard  has,  upon  the 
gentleman's  family  whose  claims  are  now  before  us, 
you  and  I,  I  hope,  will  ever  respect  thai  national 
feeling  which  rises  indignant  at  an  imputation 
cast  upon  the  character  of  its  judicial  institutions; 
and  when  once  the  head  of  a  nation  has  confessed 
its  indebtedness  to  an  individual,  it  becomes  dis- 
honorable almost  in  that  head  to  lend  itself  to 
inquiries  as  regards  the  motives  of  that  proce- 
dure. Neveriheless,  Spain  was  a  waning  country. 
Island  after  island  had  been  fillibuslered  away. 
Mexico  was  retreating  from  its  grasp.  Venezuela 
WHS  passing  away.  Ecuador,  Chili,  Bolivia,  and 
all  those  with  new  fangled  names  and  new  forms 
of  government,  were  passing  from  the  grasp  of 
the  mother  country.  She  began  to  feel  thata  new 
power  was  springing  up,  ant)  though  sHI  had  all 
the  feelings  of  honor  that  recognize  an  insult,  and 
all  the  remains  of  the  old  Castilian  pride  thai  would 
resent  it,  yet  she  said:  this  new  republic  is  not  so 
sensitive  to  these  matters  as  we  are,  and  perhaps 
we  had  better  yield. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  consented 
at  last  to  interfere  again  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Meade, 
and  they  determined  that  they  would  ask  the 
Spanish  Government  to  supply  these  records  under 
the  treaty ;  and  they  sent  thither,  after  eight  months 
waiting.  Governments  do  not  move  fast  in  these 
matters,  and  they  did  not  do  it,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
until  the  distinguished  Secretary  of  State  had, 
with  a  characteristic  zeal,  broken  a  lance  or  two 
with  the  Spanish  Minister  on  the  merits  of  the 
case — preferring  to  keep  up  his  own  credit  as  a 
severe  letter-writer  to  the  establishment  of  the  just 
claim  of  a  fellow-citizen.  But  (It  tnortuii  ntJ  nisi 
bonuin.  After  some  time,  Spain  consented  to  the 
demand.  After  soine  six  months  she  ordered  that 
the  archives  of  the  Spanish  courts  should  be  ex-  ' 
amined;  and,  accordingly,  from  pigeon-hole  to  i 
pigeon-hole  the  clerks  went.  But,  in  the  mean 
time,tlieseatofGovernmenthad  been  changed, and  i 
ihedocumentsof  ihevariouscourts  wereinfraniilu  I 
from  Seville  to  Cadiz,  and  from  Cadiz  to  Madrid; 
and  ihey  were  about  in  the  same  situation  as  some 
other  State  Departnienis  have  been;  and  the  Span- 
ish Government  said,  we  cannot  supply  you  with 
all  these  papers  now,  but  you  shall  be  furnished 
with  them  aa  soon  as  possible.  And  while  they 
were  considering  that  matter,  while  they  were  j 
hesitating  upon  this  last  failure,  the  time  of  the 
commission  expired,  the  door  was  closed,  and 
Mr.  Meade  was  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  that 
treaty. 

Il  is  the  duty  of  a  Government  to  perform  the 
duties  il  owes  to  any  of  its  citizens,  as  much  so  as  j 
any  of  the  duties  which  il  owes  to  any  other  Gov- 
ernment. If  Mr.  Meadehad  procured,  as  he  might 
and  <;an  now  procure,  I  presume,  all  the  proofs  of 
his  claim  upon  the  Spanish  Government,  the  com- 
mission which  sat  in  that  city  in  1833  and  1833 
would  have  allowed  the  claim;  but  he  could  not 
producethem.  Is  that  his  fault?  Youmaysayil 
was  his  misfortune.     Undoubtedly  il  was.  j 

But  there  is  one  clause  of  this  treaty  of  1820,  i 
which  says  that  the  Government  of  Spain  pledges  j 
itself  to  supply  the  proofs  which  it  has  in  its  pos-  1 
session.  Then  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  was  solemnly  pledged  to  demand  those 
proofs.  Suppose  the  Spanish  Government  had  I 
said,  we  refuse  to  give  you  up  the  sovereignty  of  j 
Florida;  suppose  they  had  said,  we  retain,  not-  ' 


withstanding  the  solemn  compact  of  this  treaty, 
all  those  vast  everglades,  and  all  the  lands  lying 
between  the  mouths  and  heads  of  the  rivers,  and, 
instead  of  allowing  you  to  take  them  in  fee-simple, 
we  will  give  them  to  our  favorites,  the  Governor 
General  of  Cuba  and  others,  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates  coultf  have  justly  declared 
wor,  and  could  hove  justly  taken  possession  of 
what  would  give  to  them  full  saiisfaction.  What 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  owed  to 
itself  in  the  enforcement  and  fulfillment  of  thai 
treaty,  it  owed  to  every  gentleman  concerned 
in  the  claims  involved  in  that  treaty.  There- 
can  be  no  doubt  to  any  man  acquainted  with 
national  law,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  was  in  fault  in  not  making  a  treaty  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Meade.  He  was  foreclosed  by  the 
very  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  he  had  no  longer 
any  claim  against  Spain.  If  he  had,  there  are 
gentlemen  in  the  sound  of  my  voice  who  would 
rejoice  at  it.  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
aiiainst  the  Government  of  Old  Spain,  and  she  not 
pay  it,  with  Cuba  within  two  days'  sail  of  our 
shores  !  We  might  annex  Cuba  to  Florida,  and 
tie  her  to  the  Everglades.  It  would  be  one  of  the 
best  claims  that  we  could  institute  against  her, 
and  I  would  ask  nothing,  if  I  desired  to  set  up  as 
a  fillibuster,  but  to  demand  immediate  compliance 
with  this  claim  of$4U0,U00  or  $500,000.  But  I 
am  arguing  before  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates,  anil  in  the  presence  of  those  who,  while 
they  see  no  wrong  tione  to  the  Government,  know 
that  there  is  laid  upon  their  consciences  a  sense  to 
do  right  to  the  people  of  that  Government,  and  to 
maintain  the  dignity  and  honor  of  this  nation  with 
regard  to  individuals  as  well  as  communities. 
They  will  not  see  injustice  permitted  towards  one 
who  has  a  claim  upon  us  of  this  kind. 

This  is  a  claim  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
a  native  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  merchant; 
and  in  that  character  is  involved  almost  all  we  rec- 
ognize of  honor  between  man  and  man.  It  is  to  the 
merchanl  thai  our  country  owes  much  of  its  fame 
abroad.  It  is  from  the  merchant  and  his  business 
that  the  country  derives  its  means  and  methods  of 
greatness.  Here,  sir,  is  one  who,  by  our  neglect, 
has  endured  losses,  "enough  to  break  a  royal  mer- 
Aiant  down,"  and  we  stand  here  for  thirty  years 
debating  whether  we  will  consider  his  wrongs  or 
not;  spending  more  time  in  the  discussion  of  the 
claim  than  the  claim  amounts  to;  not  that  I  think 
that  wrong,  for  in  the  way  of  honor,  and  truth, 
and  justice  I  would  cavil  on  the  ninth  part  of  a 
hair.  I  would  spend  ten  thousand  dollars  in  legis- 
lating upon  one  diiiie,  if  the  spending  of  it  involved 
the  principle  of  honor  or  public  faith. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  I  have  been 
listening  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  and  I 
want  to  obtain  information  upon  this  subject.  If 
I  understand  the  gentleman's  position,  it  is  that 
this  claim  was  properly  included,  and  ought  to 
have  been  allowed,  by  the  commission.  That  the 
reason  that  the  commission  did  not  do  so,  was, 
that  proofs  were  not  furnished  in  time  before  the 
commission  was  dissolved;  and  that  this  Gov- 
ernment was  under  obligation  to  obtain  the  proof 
and  submit  it.  They  failed  to  do  so,  and  therefore 
the  commission  declined  to  pass  upon  the  claim; 
and  that  the  claim  was  lost  in  that  way. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  That  was  the  o/or(iori 
part  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Did  the  commission  leave 
the  claim  in  a  condition  of  suspense  when  they 
adjourned;  or  did  they  reject  it? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  They  did  not  directly 
reject  il. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  understand  that 
the  Government  should  have  obtained  the  proof; 
and  if  they  had  done  so,  the  claim  would  have  been 
allowed  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  money  was  all  ex- 
pended upon  the  other  claims. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  But  if  this  proof  had 
been  furnished  to  the  commission  in  time,  there  is 
a  probability,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  a  certainly,  that  they  would 
have  allowed  the  claim. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 
There  is  in  the  report  a  statement  of  what  the 
claim  was. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    These  inquiries  are  made 
merely  to  gel  at  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  it  is  an 
important  one. 
Mr.  CHANDLER.     I  should  regret  to  have 
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tbeintelligenceof  the  eommittee  rely  entirely  upon 
the  (tatamente  which  I  make,  for  feee  that  while 
I  hare  confined  my  objections  within  the  limits 
of  the  report,  I  have  omitted  many  parts  of  it, 
which,  if  examined,  would  give  strength,  and  will 
pre  strength,  to  the  future  arguments  which  will 
DC  made  upon  this  case.  I  forbear  any  argument 
h««:  I  forbear  any  appeal  to  this  committee  be- 
jrond  this  statement;  and  I  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  to  reply  to  objections  which  I  presume  will 
be  made.  I  have  no  doubtthat  they  wilt  be  made, 
for  ihey  have  been  heretofore,  and  I  am  prepared 
toanswer  them.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  pert 
of  an  advocate  to  anticipate  them,  and  maketnem 
known.  I  have  alreaav  referred  to  only  a  few 
strong  points  which  will  attract  the  attention  of 
the  committee  whenever  the  objections  are  made. 
One  of  these  I  wish  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to:  and  that  is,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  while  it  felicitated  Mr.  Meade  i 
upon  the  success  he  had  in  procuring  a  liquidation  ' 
of  his  account,  did  not  fail  to  take  to  itself  the  { 
credit  of  having  assisted  in  that  matter;  that  be- 
tween the  death  of  the  treaty  of  1819  and  the 
treaty  of  1620,  that  treaty  was  null  and  void,  and 
the  treaty  had  no  bearing  upon  the  condition  of 
the  two  countries,  and  the  citizens  of  the  two 
eoimtries,  between  the  death  of  the  old  treaty  and 
the  birth  of  the  new  treaty;  that  the  liquidation 
of  the  claim  by  the  Spanish  Government,  in  the 
ftill  belief,  to  all  appearances,  that  no  new  treaty 
was  to  be  made.  Or,  if  they  believed ,  as  they  might 
believe,  that  two  great  nations,  like  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  would  not  exist withouta  treaty, 
they  might  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  a  treaty 
would  have  been  made,  including  all  claims. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  occupied  more 
of  the  time  of  the  committee  than  I  intended.  I 
repeat,  that  I  have  endeavored  to  confine  myself  to 
a  simple  narrative  of  the  facts,  avoiding  all  argu- 
ment upon  them.  I  have  also  avoided  appealing 
to  the  feelines  of  the  House.  I  appeal  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  House,  and  to  their  justice  alone.  This 
ia  a  claim  brought  against  this  Government  by  the 
flunily  of  a  deceased  American;  and  that  family 
and  1  believe  in  its  justice.  That  family  has  hope 
and  confidence  in  your  justice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  nothing  strikes  me  more  with  a 
fbeling  of  dread  than  to  hear  that  somebody  has 
died  and  left  his  heirs  a  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Sir,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Siam,  when  a  Minister  wants  to  break  down  a 
rival  Minister  at  court,  he  proceeds  to  ask  the 
King  to  give  his  rival  a  white  elephant.  The 
King  does  it;  and  ths  favored  man  spends  his 
wealth,  his  time,  and  his  life,  in  trying  to  take 
care  of  this  rojral  gift  of  the  |Cing.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, this_  white  elephant  is  an  emblem  of  the 
claims  which  are  broiight  against  our  Government. 
Heavy  hearts  and  light  purses  are  the  consequence 
oftfiem.  Few,  very  few,  succeed— scarcely  enough 
to  ittdnee  those  who  follow  to  hold  on.  Sir,  of 
the  thousands  who  ascend  the  steps  of  this  Capitol, 
having  olaimsupon  thejustice  of  Congress,  scarcely 
any  succeed,  unless  the  claim  is  represented  by  a 
lady.  Then,  sometimes,  they  do  succeed.  They 
succeed  injustice;  they  succeed  in  truth;  but,  Mr. 
Chairman,  there  are  too  many  young  and  gallant 
members  of  this  House  to  allow  a  female  to  plead 
for  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  House,  and  plead 
in  vain;  and  even  those  like  you  and  I,  Mr. 
Chairman,  with  mottled  locks  upon  our  heads — 
we  vots  for  these  female-enforced  claims  also,  and 
for  the  same  reason — we  cannot  but  remember 
that  such  things  were,  and  were  most  dear. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  continue  these  re- 
marks any  further  at  present,  reserving  to  myself 
the  right  to  answer  any  objections  which  may  be 
raised  during  the  progress  of  the  debate,  when  I 
use  the  privilege  of  the  author  of  a  report  to  close 
the  argument. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  daim,  Mr. 
Chairman,  has  been  pending  for  a  long  time  be- 
fore Congress.  It  is  one  of  consideraCIe  magni- 
tude and  importance,  both  as.  to  the  amount  and 
the  principle  involved,  and  on  which  payment  is 
asked  of  the  United  States.  My  attention  having 
been  specifically  called  to  it  by  the  gentleman  who 
is  en(;aiged  in  its  prosecution  before  Congress,  I  did 
look  into  it  with  a  view  of  satisfying  myself  as  to 
hs  justice  and  merits.  If  the  principle  on  which 
it  rests  be  right;  if  it  can  be  shown  by  the  provi- 
atons  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  ratified  in  October, 
)8M,  that  the  Qovemment  pf  the  United  States 


did  renounce  the  claim  of  Meade,  now  presented 
here,  and  relinquish  all  liability  of  the  Spanish 
Government  therefor,  and  assumed  its  settlement, 
then  it  is  a  valid  claim  against  the  United  States, 
and  the  Representatives  of  the  people  upon  this 
floor,  and  the  Representatives  of  the  States  in  the 
other  end  of  tliis  building,  should  provide  for  its 
adjudication  and  payment  upon  the  principles  and 
in  the  manner  specnied  in  the  treaty.  There  are, 
however,  two  sides  to  this  case;  and  when  I  am 
called  on  to  vote  this  money  to  the  heirs  of  the 
original  claimant,  I  must  look  to  the  rights  of  the 
other  side,  to  the  rights  of  those  whose  money 
must  be  taken  to  pay  it,  if  paid  at  all.  If  there 
be  any  valid  claim  at  all,  it  is  provided  for  in  the 
treaty  of  February,  1819.  By  the  ninth  article  of 
that  treaty  it  ia  provided; 

"  The  renunciation  of  Uie  United  Blatei  will  eitsnd  to 
(II  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  eonvention  of  the  11th 
Augntt,  I80S. 

"  3d.  To  all  cisinu  on  account  of  prizes  made  by  French 
ptivaleere,  and  condemned  by  French  consula  within  the 
territory  end  Jutiadiction  of  Spain. 

"  3d.  To  all  elaima  ofindemnitiei  on  acoouni  of  the  ni>- 
penuon  of  the  right  of  deposit  at  New  Orleane  in  1803. 

'•  4th.  To  all  claims  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Government  of  Spain,  arising  from  the  unlawful  seiz- 
ures at  sea,  and  in  the  pons  and  territories  of  Spain,  or  the 
Spaolata  colonies." 

It  will  be  conceded  that  in  none  of  these  pro- 
visions is  Mr.  Meade's  claim  provided  for.  If 
provided  for  at  all,  it  is  provided  for  in  the  fiflh 
clause  of  the  ninth  article.    It  is  as  follows : 

■'5th.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  ths  United  Stales  on 
the  Spanish  Government,  atatemenu  of  which  soliciting 
Ihe  ialerpoaitiOD  of  ibe  Govemmenl  of  the  United  Stales, 
have  bees  presented  lo  the  Depaninem  of  Slate,  or  to  the 
Minister  of  Ihe  United  Suies  in  Spain,  since  Uie  date  of 
Ihe  convention  of  1809,  and  unlil  Ihe  signature  of  ihis 
treaty." 

If  the  claim  is  embraced  at  all  by  the  treaty,  itia 
under  (^e  clause  which  I  have  just  read.  It  is 
embraced,  however,  not  because  of  any  inherent 
merit,  but,  as  I  conceive,  merely  for  tne  reaaon 
that  it  was  presented  by  our  Minister  to  the 
Spanish  authorities  for  adjudication. 

On  what  basis  does  this  claim  rest?  I  ask  the 
legal  gentlemen  of  this  committee  to  determine 
whether  it  was  such  a  claim,  in  view  of  its  origin, 
that  it  devolved  upon  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  any  degree  whatever  the  duty  of 
interposing  in  behalf  of  the  claimant. 

Was  there  any  obligation,  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Meade's  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
for  his  Government  to  interfere  and  ask  a  settle- 
ment of  his  claim  ?  Sir,  he  had  left  his  own  coun- 
try. He  had  located  in  and  been  for  years  a 
resident  in  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  That  country 
was  embroiled  in  wars.  His  Government  was  a 
neutral  Power.  During  his  residence  there,  he 
made  contracts  with  the  Spanish  Government  to 
furnish  them  with  tobacco  and  flour.  He  pur- 
chased a  draft,  I  believe,  upon  Mexico,  then  a 
province  of  Spain.  That  drafl  was  not  honored 
and  paid  promptly,  and  he  alleges,  as  a  part  of 
his  claim,  that  he  had  to  keep  a  vessel  in  the  port 
of  Vera  Cruz  for  some  months,  waiting  for  his 
|300,000,  the  proceeds  of  the  draft,  to  take  back 
to  Spain. 

Again,  he  took  upon  himself  the  execution  of  a 
commission  in  biuikruptcy,  and  when  he  had  got 
the  funds  in  his  hands  he  failed  to  pay  them  over. 
Perhaps  it  was  not  strictly  legal  for  him  to  pay 
them  out;  1  do  not  know  how  that  is;  but  some  of 
the  claimants  who  believed  they  were  entitled  to  a 
part  of  the  funds  of  the  bankrupt  concern,  took 
legal  steps  against  Mr.  Meade,  and  for  failing  to 
pay  over  that  money,  he  was  incarcerated  in  jail, 
according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  Spain.  He 
alleges,  1  believe,  that  he  had  paid  the  money  into 
the  royal  treasury  of  Spain,  under  a  decree  of  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  Government.  These  are 
the  iteihs  of  which  his  claim  is  made  up,  for  losses 
and  damages  in  his  commercial  and  business  trans- 
actions with  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  his 
imprisonment  erowing  out  of  and  under  iiiat  com- 
mission of  banKruptcy. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  the  character  of  his  claim ,  con- 
tracted ,  under  these  circumstances,  against  a  Gov- 
ernment with  which  we  were  at  peace,  for  furnish- 
ing that  Government,  which  was  engaged  in  wars 
with  other  nations,  with  the  sinews  of  war.  But 
afterwards  this  Government  did  come  in,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  grace  and  favor — as  I  think  I  shall  show 
before  I  get  through — and  present  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Meade,  and  ask  for  its  settlement. 

yfM,  sir,  thus  stood  Mr.  Meade's  claim  in  1819 


when  the  freaty  was  negotiated  in  this  city  be- 
tneen  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  Spanish  Minister.  The  condition  was  that 
that  treaty  was  to  be  ratified  within  a  limited  time, 
or  else  it  was  to  be  null  and  void.  The  President 
and  Senate  of  the  United  States  ratified  it,  but  the 
Spanish  Government  failed  to  ratify  it.  When 
they  failed  to  ratify  it,  Mr.  Meade,  through  the 
friendly  interposition  of  our  then  Minister  at  Mad- 
rid, Mr.  Forsyth,  again  presented  hia  claim  to  the 
Spanish  Government  for  liquidation ,  and  that  Gov- 
ernment did  settle  and  liquidate  the  claim.  They 
acknowledged  the  debt,  or,  rather,  they  compro- 
mised with  him,  and  agreed  to  give  him  a  certifi- 
cate upon  the  Royal  exchequer  for  the  amount  of 
his  claim,  which  took  it  out  of  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  with  Spain. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    The  last  treaty. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  last  treaty  was  the  same  aa 
ths  first,  with,  perhaps,  a  few  slight  alterations  in 
regard  to  some  grants  of  land  in  Florida.    When 

fentlemen  assert  that  we  got  the  Floridas  for  these 
ebts,  they  should  recolledfthal  we  transferred  to 
Spain,  by  that  treaty,  a  country  larger  in  extent, - 
and  more  fertile  than  the  Floridas  ever  can  be. 
We  transferred  in  that  treaty — as  one  of  the  re- 
ports which  I  have  upon  this  subject  shows — the 
entire  country  between  the  Sabine  and  the  Rio 
Grande — what  is  now  Texas.  It  was  thus  that 
this  claim  stood  at  the  time  of  the  rejection,  or 
rather  failure,  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  ratify  the 
treaty,  when  Mr.  Forsyth,  our  Minister,  again 
interposed  to  procure  its  acknowledgment  and  set- 
tlement by  theSpanieh  Government.  The  Spanish 
Government  did,  under  the  interposition  of  the 
United  States,  acknowledge  and  settle  the  unset- 
tled claim  of  Meade;  and  on  the  17th  of  May, 
18S0,  gave  to  Meade  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of 
his  ascertained  debt,  for  $491,153  63,  and  an  order 
on  the  Royal  Treasury  of  Spain,  with  interest 
from  that  date;  which  was  not  paid,  because  of 
the  embarrassed  state  of  the  Spanish  finances. 
This  acknowledgment  and  finding  of  the  claim  of 
Meade  by  the  Spanish  Government,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  treaty  ratified  or  pendiqe  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  entirely  changed  the 
character  and  nature  of  Meade's  claim,  and  took 
it  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  'treaty  of  1819,  if 
it  had  ever  been  embracefl.  After  the  settlement 
of  Meade's  claim,  the  treaty  of  1819  was  revived, 
and  finally  ratified  by  the  two  Governments  in 
October,  1820.  That  the  settled,  funded  claim  of 
Meade,  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of. 
the  treaty  in  October,  after  its  liquidation ,  was  not 
included  and  provided  for,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Chandler,]  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afiaira.  The  comtnitlee,  in  their  report 
to  this  House,  say: 

"As  the  treaty  stands,  this  Government  is  exonerated 
from  the  payment  ofMr.  Mmde's  claim.  The  negotiations 
being  thus  deflnitively  cloenl,  Mr.  Meade  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  ezerUons. 

'■The  negotiation  being  tbos  defioiUvely  closed,  Mr. 
Meade  was  thrown  upon  bis  own  exertions.  He  continued 
to  urge  bis  claim  on  the  Government  of  Spain,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  ihe  fHendly  offices  of  our  Miniiter,  was  at  length 
successful.  On  Ihe  I9lb  May,  1830, bis  claims  were  Hqul- 
dated  and  their  validiQ'  seknowtedjed ;  and  a  cenificau  In 
due  form  was  given  to  him,  aa  evidence  of  his  acknowl- 
edged debt,  amounting,  in  his  own  right,  to  9373,879  88. 

"  This  adjustment  was  made  by  both  pariin  in  the  fltlfta 
Ibal  Spain,  and  Spain  alone,  was  to  be  responsible  for  Uw 
debt. 

"  It  was  made  at  Ihe  instance  of  our  Government,  wliich 
even  took  somn  credit  to  itself  for  its  agency  in  eilbcting  It. 

■■  The  grounds  of  the  claim,  as  it  stood  at  the  signing  the 
treaty,  were  enttrely  changed,  both  in  regard  to  the  evidence 
and  responsibility.  From  an  unUquidsted  claim,  resting 
on  the  evidence  of  original  contracts  and  of  personal  inju- 
ries, for  which  th»  United  Stains  were  tlien  ^lasi  respon- 
sible, It  had  now  becoino  a  liquidated  debt,  renting  on  Ibe 
express  contract  of  Ibe  Government,  and  for  which  Spain 
alone  was  responsible. 

■■  This  change  of  the  character  of  Ibe  claim,  thus  com- 
municated 10  our  Government,  was  i»r  le  a  revocation  of 
all  prior  authority  to  interpose  on  behalf  of  the  claimant, 
and  a  renunciation  of  any  bencHl,  under  any  eonstruotton 
or  understanding  of  the  trealy,  or  that  could  accrue  Item 
its  resuscitation  at  any  (titure  period. 

"The  provisions  of  ibe  treaty,  as  signed ,  under  any  eon 
almctlon,  were  no  loiter  anpllcabis  or  appfupriste  to  Ibe 
case.  The  claim  on  which  Ihe  interposition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment bad  been  solicited  no  longer  existed.  There  was 
no  longer  anything,  either  as  to  amoMti^  or  va/i/fi/y,  for  ad- 
jadication.  There  was  nolbing  left  to  be  done  but  the  pay- 
ment of  an  aeknowledged  debt. 

■■  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Meade  gave  any  new  an- 
thorlly  to  the  Govemmenl  to  interpose  on  his  behalf,  or  in 
any  way  assented  to  waive  Ihe  benefit  of  the  responatbiliiy 
thus  assumed  by  Spain;  but, on  Ibe  contrary,  that  Ihe  ■ut^ 
•eqneat  talerference  of  Ihe  Ooverament  was  wUhoat  Ms 
cOBseal,  and  againsl  his  remonstrances. 
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"  About  ine  ume  lime  negoluUons  were  renewed  at 
Mtdrid,  and  the  signed  treaty  of  1HI9,  with  an  additional 
article  annulling  three  Spanish  grant:!  of  land  in  Florida, 
was  offered  on  our  part  as  the  basis  of  the  negotiation — not 
aa  deriving  any  validity  from  its  having  been  signed  by  ilie 
parties,  or  from  its  having  been  ratified  by  thisGovernineni, 
but  as  a  prO|msiti(in  which  was  presented  for  the  then  future 
assent  of  the  Cortes  and  of  the  United  iSlaten. 

"  In  Octol>er,  1820,  that  pro|iuaition  and  Ih*"  memorial  of 
Mr.  Meade  were  both  pending  before  tlie  Cortes  ;  and  the 
question  was  there  raised,  if  Ihe  treaty  should  be  agreed  to, 
who  waa  to  pay  Mr.  Meade's  debts— Spain  or  the  United 
Siatea?  A  committee  was  appointed  to  ascertain  the  fact. 
The  committee  was  informed  by  the  Spanish  Ministry  tliat 
the  debt  was  to  be  nssunied  by  the  United  States  ;  and  on 
applying  to  our  Minister,  they  understood  him  to  sai'  that 
It  ikouid  be  paid  by  the  United  States  if  the  treaty  was 
agreed  to  by  tlie  Cortes,  and  that  the  debt  spoken  of  wa^i 
the  debt  as  acknowledged  by  the  Goverrini'-nt  of  Spain. 

"  Our  Minister,  however,  did  not  understand  the  convcr 
lalion  as  having  any  olficial  character,  lie  took  no  note 
of  it,  nor  did  he  make  any  comnuinicatloii  respecting  it  to 
his  Government ;  nor  does  he  admit  having  given  any  assur 
•nee  that  the  debt  should  be  paid,  though  he  thinks  it 
probable  he  may  have^aid  that  it  was  provided  for  hy  the 
lr««ly." 

Now,  dir,  there  stands  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  by  it  thay  show  conclusively,  beyond 
doubt  or  cavil,  that  Meade's  debt  against  Spain 
was  not  included  by  any  one  of  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty.  In  order  to  make  it  a  good  claim 
against  the  United  States,  such  an  one  as  we  would 
be  justifiable  in  voting  to  pay  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  our  own  Government,  it  is  necessary  to  relieve  it 
from  the  predicament  in  which  the  committee  were 
constrained  to  place  it,  or  lather,  in  which  they 
found  it.  How  is  this  to  be  done?  Certainly  not 
by  appealing  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  for 
the  committee  state  that,  by  that  instrument, 
Meade  is  precluded  from  all  claim  against  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  to  fix  this  claim  upon  the 
United  States,  oral  testimony  is  resorted  to  to  prove 
what  was  the  opinion,  respecting  this  claiin,  of  the 
American  Minister  at  Madrid,  at  the  time  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  was  under  consideration  by 
the  Spanish  Cortes,  in  October,  1820.  For  this 
purpose  the  deposition  of  Guerera,  a  member  of 
the  Cortes  at  the  time,  is  produced,  not  to  prove 
what  is  in  the  treaty,  but  what  was  Ihe  opinion  of 
a  particular  individual  at  that  time  as  to  whether 
Meade's  debt  against  the  Spanish  Government  was 
renounced ,  and  its  pay  men  t  assumed  by  the  United 
States. 

Well,  sir,  they  took  the  deposition  of  Guerera, 
some  years  afterwards,  in  Philadelphia,  I  believe, 
before  Francis  Hopkineon,  and  it  is  here  in  the 
report  which  lies  upon  your  table.  He  deposes 
that,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible  misunder- 
standing or  mistake  upon  the  subject,  he,  with 
another  member  of  the  Cortes,  were  deputed  as  a 
commission,  while  the  treaty  was  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Cortes,  to  wait  upon  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  at  Madrid,  [Mr.  Forsvth,]  to  inquire 
of  him  whether  he  construed  the  Meade  claim  as 
il  then  stood,  or  as  it  was  claimed  to  stand,  to  be 
within  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  He  testifies,  fur- 
ther, that  Mr.  Forsyth,  our  Minister,  gave  it  as 
his  clear  and  distinct  opinion,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  be  resiionsible 
for  the  debtof  Meade,  if  the  treaty  shouM  be  rat- 
ified.    I  will  read  his  language.     He  says  : 

**In  order  to  avoidany  possible  misunderstanding  or  mis- 
take upon  this  subject,  it  wari  proposed  in  the  Cortes  tlial  a 
committee  of  two  of  its  members  should  be  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stales,  Mr.  Forsyth  ; 
and  accordingly  this  deponent,  with  Mr.  Thomas  Isturio, 
member  of  the  city  Cadiz,  were  appointed,  did  wait  oifMr. 
Forsyth,  and  obtained  from  that  gentleman  the  clear  and 
distinct  assurance  that  the  debt  due  to  Richard  VV.  Meade 
would  certainly  be  paid  to  him  by  the  United  Slates,  if  thCf 
treaty  ivere  ratified  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  the 
cessions  above  mentioned  totally  annulled. 

*'  And  this  deponent  solemnly  declares  that  these  assur- 
ances, thus  conveyed  to  the  Cortes,  and  these  assurances 
only,  induced  Uiat  body  to  annul  the  grants  of  land  in  the 
Floridas,  two  of  which'  had  been  acknowledged  valid  in 
the  treaty  itself;  that  had  nntlheCorles  been  perlcctlysal 
isfied  by  these  solemn  assurances  that  the  national  debt  (as 
it  was  regarded)  due  to  Richard  W.  Meade  would  bo  fully 
paid  by  the  IJnited  States,  it  would  not  have  consented  to 
vacate  those  grants  of  land,  as  far  as  respected  the  United 
States,  but  would  havirvacated  them. Ts  respects  individuals 
to  whom  they  had  been  made,  reser\ing  them  to  the  Span 
ish  nation  by  the  law  of  reversion,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  paying,  by  them,  the  debt  due  to  the  said  Richard  W. 
Meade,  cither  by  their  transfer  to  said  Meade,  or  by  sale, 
and  with  the  product  thereof  would  have  paid  the  debt  and 
interest." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  credit 
I  will  attach  to  this  gentleman's  testimony;  but 
when  his  testimony  is  brought  in  conflict  with 
that  of  Mr.  Forsyth's;  when  the  question  is  to  be 
decided  by  a  conflict  with  the  testimony  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  Spanish  Cortes  and  that  of  Mr.  For- 


syth, who  was  our  Minister  at  that  Court,  il  is 
not  perhaps  necessary  for  me  to  say  how  i  should 
decide  it.  Mr.  Forsyth's  testimony  is  contained 
in  another  part  of  the  report;  and  he  says: 

'*  No  persons  ever  presented  themselves  to  me,  ai  a  ann- 
mittee  of  tht  Spanhk  Cones,  during  my  residence  in  Mad- 
rid as  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stales.  Ifl  ever  had  any 
conversation  with  those  deputies  on  the  subjectofUie  Flor- 
ida treaty,  I  am  entirely  unconscious  that  they  spoke  with 
me  by  the  auUiority  of  that  bod)i,j^r  that  any  importance 
was  attached  to  the  opinion  I  might  express.  It  is  proper 
to  add,  that  I  should  have  slated,  on  such  application,  that 
I  believe  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  provided  for  in  the  treaty 
of  cession.  This  opinion  was  freely  expressed  to  alt  who 
conversed  with  me,  and  may  have  been,  and  iw  douht  was, 
to  Joseph  Moreno  de  Guerera,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Isturio. 
The  only  conveniation  I  distinctly  recollect  was  held  with 
Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  also  a  deputy  of  the  Cones,  and  of  the 
commission  to  whom  was  reterred  tlie  treaty  of  I8i9." 

This,  sir,  is  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Forsyth.  In 
the  conclusion  of  his  deposition  he  says: 

"  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  Uiat  I  do  not  quesuon 
the  accuracy  of  Joseph  Moreno  dcGuerera's  statement  fur- 
ther than  relates  to  my  conversing  with  him  and  Mr.  Isturio 
01  a  commiltet  from  the  Cortn.  The  Cortes  may  have 
given  Uiem  such  a  commission,  and  the  conversaUon  may 
liave  been  held  in  consequence  thereof;  if  it  was,  1  have 
no  recollection  of  it,  nnd  do  not  know  that  they  were  con- 
versing with  iiie  olflcially,  and  certainly  did  not  say  more 
than  that  Mr.  Meade's  claim  was  included  in  the  treaty  of 
18li)." 

Such,  sir,  is  the  whole  sura  and  substance  of 
Mr.  Forsyth's  deposition.  The  most  that  can  be 
deduced  from  it  is,  that  if  he  expressed  any  opinion 
at  all  in  reference  to  the  claim,  it  was  a  private 
opinion,  and  not  ofiicially  communicated  to  the 
Cortes  or  those  representing  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. He  says  that  whatever  he  said  was  merely 
an  opinion  o(  his  own;  but  that  if  he  ever  ex- 
pressed any  opinion,  it  was,  that  this  claim  was 
included  within  the  treaty. 

Sir,  after  Mr.  Forsyth  returned  home,  he  be- 
came a  member  of  this  House.  In  the  Mneteenth 
Congress,  first  session,  he,  as  a  memWr  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  a  report  upon 
this  very  claim,  in  which  he  says: 

"  The  conmiiltee  consider  that  the  decision  of  the  coni- 
oiissioners,  fonniiig  a  tribunal  of  limited  and  specified 
Jurisdiction  under  a  treaty,  ought  to  be  considered  conclu- 
sive, and  would  recommend  that  the  whole  subject  of  claims 
of  cilizens  of  Uie  United  States  on  Spain,  prior  to  1819, 
should  be  deemed  settled." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  he,  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  reported  a  recommendation  that  the 
whole  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  Spain,  prior  to  1819,  should  be  consid- 
ered settled.     He  goes  on  further  to  say: 

"  But  the  petitioner  alleges  that  his  claim  has  not  been, 
and  could  not  be,  fairly  examined  by  the  commissioners, 
for  the  want  of  sundry  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  which  \liey  were  bound  to  furnisli ;  which 
were,  at  his  instance,  duly  demanded,  were  not  furnished 
prior  to  the  day  hxed  by  Uie  treaty  for  the  termination  of  the 
commission,  and  the  linal  decision  on  all  claims  presented 
to  it ;  indeed,  not  yet  furnished  by  the  Government  of 
Spain." 

Notwithstanding  this  expression  of  opinion  in 
the  report,  the  committee  reported  a  bill  providing 
that  this  and  other  claims  which  hud  been  before 
that  commission,  should  again  be  referred  to  the 
commission  for  adjudication.  The  bill,  however, 
did  not  pass.  This  case  was,  in  the  Nineteenth 
Congress,  First  Session,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  M. 
Clayton  was  then  a  member.  That  gentleman 
matle  an  unfavorable  report  upon  it,  which  con- 
cluded as  follows: 

"Resotvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  Ihe  memorialial  ought  not 
to  be  granted." 

I  Now,  sir,  from  the  position  in  which  I  find  this 
I  case,  so  far  as  I  have  thus  presented  it  to  this 
I  committee,  my  mind  has  been  brought  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  Mr.  Meade  has  no  claim  upon  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  butthat  he  had 
a  good  antl  valid  claim  upon  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, which  that  Government  ought  to  have  paid. 
If  I  could  have  doubled  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  there  is  one  more  document  to  which  I  call 
'the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  more  especially 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  It  ts 
one  of  those  which  have  not  been  brought  up  in 
company  with  reports  on  this  claim  for  years 
past.  It  is  one  which  I  doubt  whether  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  has  ever  seen  or  heard  of. 
The  report  of  the  committee  says: 

"Second  Session  Eighteenth  Congress,  1824- "25.  Ped- 
tiou  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
Committee  discharged,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  reported  on.— (Reports  No.  40.") 

Now,  it  happens  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 


which  the  Senate  referred  this  claim,  was  the  iden- 
tical gentleman  who  negotiate.1  this  treaty  in  1619, 
to  wit:  John  duincy  Adams.  In  his  report  he  re- 
ferred the  Senate  to  two  letters  which  he  had  writ- 
ten on  the  subject,  one  to  our  Minister  in  Spain, 
and  the  other  to  the  representative  at  Spain  to  this 
Government.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  the  clearest, 
plainest,  and  most  conclusive  document  I  have 
ever  perused.  He  meets  several  of  the  points  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  The  letter  to 
Mr.  Solman,  the  Spanish  Minister,  is  among  the 
papers  appended  to  the  report  of  the  committee; 
but  the  one  written  by  Mr.  Adams  to  our  Minis- 
ter at  Madrid,  is  not  in  it;  and  it  seems  to  be  out 
of  place  in  the  document  where  it  is  printed.  It 
was  a  considerable  time  before  I  could  find  it.  It 
is  headed:  "Extract  of  the  general  instructions. 
No.  1,  from  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Mr.  Nelson,  Minister  Plenipotenuary  to  Spain, 
dated  Department  of  State,  Washington,  SSth 
April,  1823."    It  goes  on  to  say  that: 

'•  A  letter  from  the  Spanish  ChargS  d'AtTaires,  Mr.  Sol- 
man,  dated  the  loth  of  April,  has  been  received  at  this 
Oeparuiieot,  inclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  Mr.  Anduaga  to 
Mr,  R.  \V.  .Meade,  of  16th  October,  luaa,  relating  to  his 
claim  pending  before  the  commissioners  under  the  Florida 
treaty,  translations  of  these  papers,  and  a  copy  of  my  an- 
swer to  .Mr.  Solman's  letter,  are  herewith  inclosed.  The 
claim  of  .Mr.  Meade,  as  presented  to  the  commissioners, 
was  palpably  not,  and  could  not  be  embraced  by  Uie  treaty, 
as  an  order  for  payment  of  it  by  the  Spanish  Department  of 
Finance.  Spain  was  undoubtedly  bound  to  the  paymenl 
of  it  ill  l^ull;  and  so  she  was  for  the  payment  of  all  the  cer- 
titlcates  of  her  public  debt  which  were  purchaseable  in  the 
market  at  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  of  their  nominal  value." 

.  My  friend  from  Pennsylvania  spoke  of  these 
people  having  been  kept  out  of  their  money  so 

I  long;  that  it  should  be  paid  in  full  because  it  was 

;  a  settled,  liquidated  debt;  but  here  your  own 
Secretary  of  State  tells  you  at  the  time  that  it  was 

!  not,  and  could  not  be  included  within  the  treaty. 

j  He  shows  you  the  reason  why  it  could  not  be  iii- 
cluded.  He  maintains  that  the  debt,  such  as  it 
was,  on  Spain,  was  worth  but  thirty  or  forty 

I  cents  on  the  dollar  in  market.  Spain  was  not 
able  to  pay  her  debts  at  the  time,  and  that  was  th« 
reason,  as  Mr.  Adams  shows,  why  she  did  not 

I  pay  this  liquidated  debt  of  Mr.  Meade. 
But  again,  Mr.  Adams  says: 
"  All  Uie  claims  provided  for  by  the  treaty  were  unset 

1  tied  claims,  the  proper  subjects  of  compromise,  and  the 
avowed  and   unequivocal  iirinciple  of  the  treaty  was  to 

I  make  such  compromise.  This  was  well  known  to  Mr. 
Meade,  as  well  as  to  the  Spanish  Government.  The  llrst 
report  of  the  Spanisli  Junta  of  four  counselors  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Meade's  claim,  was  made  on  the  30lh  September,  1819, 
after  the  termination  of  the  period  when  the  treaty  should 
have  been  ratified  by  Spain.  The  certificate  delivered  to 
Mr.  Meade  in  May,  1830,  directed  that  the  sum  which  bad 
been  found  due  to  him  should  be  paid  oul  of  the  fundi  of 

'  the  RoyalFinanee  Deparlvient,  with  intereit.  The  treaty, 
though  not  ratified  by  Spain,  was  Uicn  public  in  Europe  and 
America.  It  had  twice  been  communicated  by  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  Congrcs8--fir8t  in  February, 

I  1819,  immediately  aller  it  was  signed,  and  again  in  Decern 
tier  of  the  same  year,  when  it  w.is  published  with  the  doc- 
uments at  the  commencement  of  that  session. " 

Then,  sir,  it  was  not  possible  that  Mr.  Meade 
could  have  been  mistaken.  He  tfhderstood  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty;  he  understood  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  his  claim;  and  he  knew,  I 
doubt  not,  that  his  claim  was  not  one  of  those  pro- 
vided for  by  this  treaty. 

But,  says  Mr.  Adams: 

■'  It  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Meade  that  il  did  not  provide 
for  his  rlQim  thus  liquidated  and  acknowledged.  If  he, 
then,  expected  thai  it  should  ever  be  chargeable  upon  the 
United  Slates,  that  was  the  time  for  him  to  have  so  declared 
to  the  Spanish  Government.  The  nature  of  his  claim  was 
entirely  changed  by  the  liquidation,  but  it  made,  and  could 
make,  no  corresponding  change  in  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty.  Il  was  not  for  an  order  on  the  funds  of  the  Royal 
Finance  Department  of  Spain,  for  near  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  with  interest  from  .May,  18'iO,  that  the  United  States 
had  undertaken  to  provide  ;  and  the  real  eflect  of  the  liqui- 
dation and  certificate  was  to  lake  the  case  entirely  oul  of 
Ihe  treaty." 

Now,  sir,  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  dwelt 
somewhat  upon  the  fact  that  our  Government  had 
taken  some  credit  to  itself  for  having  aided  Mr. 
Meade  in  procuring  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
debt;  but,  sir,  it  is  not  so  surprising  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  should  have  taken  to 
themselves  some  credit  for  that,  as  that  Mr.  Meade 
should  claim  that  because  they  had  done  so,  they 
were  bound  to  pay  the  debt.  Upon  this  point, 
Mr.  Adams  says:  . 

"  It  was  a  strange  use  to  make  of  the  warm  interest  and 
ardent  solicitation  of  the  American  .Minister  in  Spain  In 
Mr.  Meade's  favor,  to  obtain  a  seHlcmcnt  by  Spain  of  his 
claims,  and  of  the  iriendly  congratulation  of  the  American 
Secretary  of  State,  aAer  it  had  been  obtained,  tchtn  tht 
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Irtaly  had  m  exUenc*,  to  coaitad  IbM  Umm  nuuiilMa- 
UoMorkindneutobim,  boundUic  UDited  Stales  to  pay- 
meni  in  full  or  hit  damuid  upon  aptio,  If  the  ttaaiy  ihould 
•v«r  be  raofied." 

There  is  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
who  negotiated  that  treaty. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  my  friend  from 
Tenneeaee  allow  me  to  say  in  reply,  that  whatso- 
ever Mr.  Meade  may  have  done,  or  Mr.  Adams 
may  have  responded  to  himi  it  was  not  included 
in  my  argument.  My  remarks  upon  that  point 
were  intended  to  meet  a  charge  which  has  some- 
times been  made,  and  which  I  dare  say  will  be 
uttered  here,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Meade  made 
his  settlement  by  some  collusion  on  the  part  of 
the  OoTcrnment.  That  was  all  I  intended.  I  did 
not  suppose  that  our  Government  was  thereby 
bound  to  prosecute  the  matter  further,  nor  do  I 
admit  that  Mr.  Meade's  case  ought  to  have  been 
excluded  from  the  treaty. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  did  not  know  that  anv  such 
charge  of  collusion  had  been  made.  I  do  not 
make  any  such;  nor  do  I  know  why  any  such 
charge  should  be  made;  for  I  suppose  that  the 
Spanish  Qovemment,  at  the  time  they  made  this 
settlement,  expected  at  least  to  be  able  to  pay  the 
money  themselves. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  did  not  mean  to  impute 
that  thegentleman  from  Tennessee  had  made  such 
a  charge.  I  merely  meant  to  lodge  that  as  a  eaveot 
against  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JONES.  Here  is  the  principle  upon  which 
they  settled;  and  it  seems  that  they  did  not  settle 
it  exactly  upon  evidence,  but  upon  a  compromise: 

*'  And,  lastly,  w«  do  hrreby  ceniiy,  that,  in  compUanse 
with  Ihe  abuve  ineniinned  order  or  tain  Majesty,  and  having 
employed  on  our  part  all  Ibe  mtians  that  prudence  could 
auggevi,  and  after  holding  several  conferences  wiU)  the 
concerned,  we  have  conipromised  lh«  matter,  and  axreed 
tliat  the  8,.'i00,00D  reals,  for  damages  and  personal  injuries 
claimed  liy  him  according  to  his  reclamations,  shall  Imi  re- 
duced to  5,46 1,51)0  reals  vellon;  making  the  sum  total  due  to 
Bf  r.  Meade,  (hr  bis  own  claims  and  Tor  those  of  tlie  persons  be 
lepresenls,  9,833,074  reals  and  1 1  maravedis,  which  amount 
he  muM  receive  Ihnn  the  Boyal  Snaace  lor  all  bis  claims 
In  principal  and  interest,  (the  latter  calculated  down  to  the 
date  of  the  liquidation,)  and  for  the  damages  and  personal 
injuries  above-mentioned,  in  this  order,  vie:  7,477,585 
reals  and  7  maravedis  belonging  to  Mr.  Meade  himself; 
l/i03,5au  reals  belonging  to  Mr  John  Dickson;  and  841.887 
reals  and  4  maravedis  vellon,  belonging  to  the  American 
cltisens,  consigned  to  Mr.  James  Wardrop,  as  appears  more 
extensively  and  minutely  from  the dontmsnte ^proceedings, 
to  which  we  refer  ourselves  ;  and  for  the  complete  ftilfill. 
nieni  of  ihe  royal  order  above-mentionsd,  we  five  the  pres- 
ent certlllcate. 

BRUNO  VALLARINO. 
JO.sK  VA8QUEZ  BALLESTEROSI, 
THE  MARQUia  DE  LAS  HERMAZAS, 
JUAN  FLORIN. 

MADaiS,  May  17,  18-20. 

1'he  King  has  been  pleased  to  approve  this  liquidation. 

RoTitL  PtLACS,  Uay  19,  IHgO. 

JOSE  CANOA  ARGITELLE8. 

.^r.  Adams  goes  on,in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Nelson, 
and  says,  further: 

**The  principle  of  the  treaty  is  a  compromise  of  nnad- 
Jnstrd  claims.  Tiie  principle  of  the  liquidation  was  pay- 
ment in  full,  with  profuse  allowances  for  interest  and  dam- 
ages ;  these,  very  suitably  for  Spain  to  make  In  acknowl- 
edgment of  greaiservices  of  the  claimant  to  her,  were  In  no 
wise  |>roper  for  the  United  Stales,  being  under  no  such  ob- 
ligatians  to  assame,  nor  could  Ibey  assume  diem  without 
wrong  to  other  claimants,  more  enUMed  lo  favor  (Vom  Mem, 
though  lesa  from  Spain,  than  Mr.  Meade.  In  that  liquida- 
tion it  is  abundantly  shown,  by  Mr.  Meade  hiroseli;  Uiai 
the  Spanish  tribunals  intanded  to  discharge  a  debt  ofSpan- 
ish  gralilude,  as  well  as  of  Justice ;  lo  remunerate  services, 
as  well  as  to  lumil  engagements.  It  is  doubUul  whether  any 
olhen  of  the  claimants,  under  the  Ucaty,  will  obtain  any 
allowaace  for  itUnal,  even  simple  interest,  upon  Uie  clear- 
est and  most  inveterate  of  their  demands.  Mr.  Meade's 
liquidated  claim  calls  for  interest  upon  interest  on  a  debt  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars;  compound  interest  accruing  after 
the  ueaty  was  signed,  and  accumulating  by  the  act  of  Spain 
herself,  in  wiilUiolding  the  stipulated  raUAcation  of  the 
ttealy.  Other  claimants  besides  Mr.  Meade,  had  been 
wrongfully  and  Ikr  more  rigorously  imprisoned  by  authority 
of  tlm  Spanish  tjovernmenl.  Should  they  be  paid  at 
Ihe  rate  of  nearly  440,000  a  year  for  such  deleniion,  the 
B5,0IIO.O0O  allotted  to  the  settlement  of  the  cbiims,  five  Umes 
doubled,  would  scarcely  suffice  for  their  satisfaction.  To 
complete  die  demonstration  that  Mr.  Meade's  liquidated 
claim  was  not  included  in  Ibe  treaty,  let  it  be  supposed  that 
the  order,  which,  in  May,  1830,  be  received  ufn  Me  /unds 
of  Ue  Jlayaf  finance  Dtpartmnt,  had  been  immediately 
paid,  and  that  the  Spanish  OovemmenI  had  afterwards  rnt- 
ified  Ihe  treaty  as  it  did,  Mr.  Meade  would  assuredly  then 
have  had  noclaim  under  the  ueaiy ;  Bnd.as  little  could  the 
Spanish  Government  have  claimed  repayment  by  the  Uniled 
States  of  the  money  paid  to  Mr.  Meade. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  argument  of  Mr. 
Adams  is  clear  and  conclusive;  that  is,  that  if  the 
Spanish  Government,  after  ^e  claim  had  been 
liquidated,  had  paid  Mr.  Meade,  he  of  course 
would  have  had  no  claim  upon  this  Government.  I 
read  still  further  from  this  same  letter,  "and  why 


was  not  the  order  upon  the  Royal  Finance  Depart- 
ment immediately  paid?"  Mr.  Meade  himself 
has  answered,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  new  revolution.  He  petitioned  the 
Cortes  for  immediate  payment,  and  to  designate 
the  mode  of  payment.  But  he  could  obtain  no 
definite  resolution  from  the  Cortes,  till  the  5th  of 
October,  1820,  the  day  they  decided  in  favor  of 
ratifying  the  Florida  treaty;  upon  which  occasion 
Mr.  Meade  says:     •* 

"They  ordered  that  my  memorial  should  be  united  with 
the  papers  relauve  to  the  treaty,  and  submitted  to  the  King, 
in  order  to  have  it  atctriained  whether  the  American  Ooy- 
erument  had  consented  to  the  introduction  of  oiy  individual 
claim  into  the  oegoUaUon  of  the  Ueaiy,  and  if  so,  tlial  Uie 
American  Ooverument  had  distiocdy  assumed  upon  itself 
the  payment  of  my  claim,  and  bad  wbolly  exoneraitrd  Spate 
from  it;  but  if  it  sliould  be  found  tliat  uiycase  liad  not  been 
taken  into  view  by  the  negiiuators,  aiid  wat  not  diatineily 
underttood  a«  em^occd  in  Uie  treaty  sUpulalioiia,  they,  in 
that  case,  decreed  the  immediate  payment  of  the  debt  by 
the  Spanish  Government.  Upon  iliis  reference  from  tbe 
Cortes,  the  Spanish  Minister  of  Stole  pronounced  an  un- 
equivocal opinion  that  the  debt  had  been  distinctly  and 
tpecificaliii  assumed  by  the  United  tiiales  iu  ezonerauun  of 
Spaiu ;  or  would  bt  so  upon  the  exchange  of  the  nuifica- 
Uon." 

"  Here  we  see  that  the  Cortes,  when  advising  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  beture  them,  considered  the  assumption 
by  the  United  States  of  Mr.  Meiule's  claim  as  enUraly  de- 
pending on  Uie  quesUon  whether  it  had  indiolditaiiy,  di$' 
tinctlyj  and  MpeeificaUy  been  treated  fur  in  the  negotiation 
between  Mr.  Onis  and  the  American  Secretary  of  State. 
This  the  Cortes  did  uot  know,  with  the  treaty  and  all  the 
documeataof  the  uegoUation  before  Uiem." 

Then,  sir,  it  was  not  until  they  had  determined 
to  ratify  this  treaty  that  they  pretended  to  give 
Meade  any  satisfiustion  as  lo  whether  they  would 
pay  bis  debt  or  not;  end  it  was  because,  as  Mr. 
Adams  says,  and  as  Mr.  Meade  himself  has 
shown,  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  Span- 
ish Government.  It  was  because  they  had  not 
the  money  at  their  disposal  with  which  to  pay  the 
claim.  Jwhen  it  was  ratified,  they  found  it  con- 
venient ff  try  to  put  Mr.  Meade  off  for  a  time, 
and  to  put  htm  upon  this  Government  for  the  pay- 
ment ol  a  debt  which  they  were  bound  to  pay. 

Again,  Mr.  Adams  further  says: 

"  Mr.  Meade  proceeds  in  his  memorial  to  say,  *  the  opinion 
ot  the  Minister  was  toundud  (as  I  was  informed  from  high 
authority)  upon  facts  fuid  to  have  been  notorious  to  the 
nesoUatora  ot  the  treaty,  and  verified,  a»  U  wa$  loid,  by  the 
official  couimunicaUnus  of  Mr.  Onis  to  ihe  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, to  wit :  that  my  claim  bad  been  introduced  by 
name  into  tbe  discussion  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Onis,  who  finally  agreed,  in  their  vtrbal  amltmca,  that  it 
should  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United  iitates ;  liiat  Mr. 
Onis  proposed  Ihe  InserUoii  of  my  name,  and  a  specific 
sUpulaiioo  to  that  effect  In  the  treaty ;  but  dial  Mr.  Adams 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  do  so,  though  lie  agree(|  to  the 
inserUon  of  a  clause  intended  to  comprehend  my  case,  with- 
out naming  it,  and  to  exonerate  Spain  from  the  debt,  with 
the  undersunding,  nevenheless,  that  it  was  to  be  specifically 
assumed  and  paid  by  the  United  States.'  1  shall  not  in- 
quliv  bow  it  happened  that  the  Cortes,  with  this  fable  said 
to  have  been  verified  by  the  official  conimunicaUons  of 
Mr.  Onis  to  the  Spanish  Government,  before  ibeni,  ooKid 
have  referred  it  to  the  King,  to  ascertain  whether  Mr. 
Meade's  claim  bad  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  or 
not;  nor  how  the  Minister  of  Slate,  to  whom  it  wasagain 
referred,  should  have  lieeu  so  uncertain  with  regard  lo  the 
(bet,  as  merely  lo  give  an  opinion  that  the  claim  had  been 
specifically  assumed  by  tbe  United  Stales,  or  would  bo  so, 
upon  Me  eccaange  of  iht  ralifieaUonM.  Neither  shall  1  ask 
bow  it  happened  that  Mr.  NIeade,  at  Madrid,  iu  October, 
18^,  with  his  claim  liquidated  and  acknowledged,  and 
demanding  immediate  imyiuent,  when  put  ofiT  with  these 
uncertaiuUes  of  the  (Tones  and  the  Minister,  should  have 
conlanied  himself  with  this  intumiation  from  4ig*  ooMorKy, 
of  facta  suid  to  have  been  notorious,  and  said  to  have  been 
verified  by  oSicial  communications  of  Mr.  Onis  lo  his  Oov- 
eromenl,  williout  demanding,  as,  under  those  circumstances 
be  had  the  unquestionable  right,  and  the  deepest  interest  to 
do,  authenticated  copies  of  these  oSicial  communications  of 
Mr.  Onis,  to  produce  them  before  the  American  Oovem- 
meni:  How  it  happened  that  Ibr  this  only  document  which 
could  have  given  Mr.  Meade  tbe  shadow  of  a  claim  upon  tbe 
American  Government  for  specific  salisfacuon  of  his  liqui- 
dated claim,  he  took  at  Madrid  this  information  from  High 
autMorily  of  things  taid  to  have  6ccn  saSI,  and  then  come  to 
the  United  States,  and  called  upon  their  President  and 
Senate  to  pain  upon  the  people  ot  ibis  Union  Ihe  payment 
of  half  a  million  of  dolian,  with  interest,  lo  him,  or  to  annul, 
by  a  conditional  ratification,  the  Florida  treaty,  with  this 
hearsay  of  hearsay,  lor  Ibe  only  color  of  bis  demand. 

"  But  die  Ikcility  with  which  Mr.  Meade  received  upon 
trust  this  information  from  kigh  auiAority  of  an  official  doc- 
ument which  would  have  been  the  only  admissible  voucher 
for  his  new  claim  upon  tbe  United  States,  is  not  the  only 
surprising  psn  of  this  allegation  in  bis  memorial  to  the 
President.  Ue  says  that  the  Spanish  Minister  of  Slate 
pronounced  an  unequivocal  opinion  that-tbe  debt  bad  been 
distincUyandi-pecincally  assumed  by  the  United  States,  in 
exoneration  of  Spain,  or  would  be  to  upon  ihe  exchange  of 
the  ratificUtone,  That  it  had  not  been,  is  now  shown  be- 
yond all  power  of  reply,  nor  was  it  at  the  exchaoge  of  the 
imdrtcations.  Mr.  Mesde,  aWet  failing  in  the  attempt  to 
slay  the  ratification  of  ilie  United  Huies,  did  apply  to  the 
Spanish  Minister  then  here.  General  Vives,  to  make  some 
such  specific  retereiice  lo  his  individual  claim,  which  Gen- 
eral Vivea  ezpticiUy  declined.    There  was,  indeed,  no 


pretence  upon  wbieb  It  could  have  basa  nade,  sad  llw 
tale  which  Mr.  Mesde  bad  received  ftam  kith  ooMority, 
appears  to  be  no  other  than  a  device  lo  elude  Bis  iraporiO* 
ties  for  payment,  and  only  proves  the  consciousness  of 
necesdly  for  resorting  to  fiction  to  give  a  show  of  coloring 
lo  Mr.  Meade's  liquidated  claim,  as  chargeable  u>  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Adams  says,  further: 

"  Tbe  subsequent  liquidation  and  acknowledgment  ot 
Ihe  Spanish  tribunals  gave  Mr.  Meade  a  new  and  entirely 
dIsUncI  claim  upon  Spain,  it  was  an  order  upon  the 
Spanish  treasury  ibr  a  specific  sumnf  iiinney,  witli  interest 
from  May,  18M.  Tbe  effect  of  this  transaction  was  to  take 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade  entirely  out  of  the  treaty,  and 
Spain,  by  the  subsequent  ratification  of  the  treaty,  MrlUioat 
noticing  in  any  manner  this  claim  or  its  liquidation,  gave 
the  United  States  some  reason  fiir  insisting,  n(f  re  tiiey  so 
disposed,  that  no  provision  for  any  part  of  it  had  been  made 
by  the  treaty  at  all. 

"  But  the  rule  of  equity  applicable  lo  this  case,  and  by 
which  substantial  justice  may  be  done  to  all  parties  is  this : 

**  .Mr.  Meade's  claims,  as  existing  and  exhibited  before  the 
signature  of  tile  treaty,  are  included  In  its  provisions.  Their 
amouni  and  validity  must  be  proved  to  ihe  Commisalonera 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  ueaty.  Tbe  allow- 
ance or  rejection  of  every  item  in  them  must  be  determined 
on  principles  applied  by  tbe  Commissioners  to  all  other 
claims  of  a  simlar  description  lielQre  them.  The  sum  flnaHy 
awarded  to  him  aiusl  be  subject  lo  all  the  other  provisions 
of  Ihe  treaty.  To  charge  tbe  United  SUIes  in  die  exaol 
proportion  stipulated  by  Ihe  treaty,  and  to  suffer  deductioa 
from  their  adiniued  account.  In  common  with  all  the  other 
claims,  as  they  may  be  finally  admitted.  So  Ikr  have  ibay 
been  assumed  by  the  United  Slates,  and  so  fkr  has  Spain  been 
exonerated  from  them.  For  the  balance  of  tbe  sum  which 
Mr.  Meade  may  thus  receive  from  tbe  United  Stairs  lo 
equalise  in  amount  the  specific  sum  with  interest,  from 
May,  1890,  awarded  iiim  by  the  Spanish  liquidation,  bis 
claim  remains  unimpaired  upon  Ihe  SuiniM  Irnusry.  U 
wot  never  aeeunud  or  renounced  by  the  United  State* — it 
wa*  never  eaneelted  by  Spain,    For  the  decittont  of  her  own 


Mbunakfeubee^uent  to  the  tirnature  of  the  treaty,  Spaim 
atone  mml  be  responsible.  The  treaty  alone  mutt  be  the 
etandard  to  which  the  dscisions  of  the  American  Commis- 


tioners,  and  the  obligattotu  of  the  United  Staiea  must  con- 
form." 

Mr.  Chairmiui,  I  think  any  gentleman  who  will 
take  up  and  peruse  this  letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Nelson,  upon  thissubjed,  will  have  sufficient 
information  to  give  him  an  insight  into  the  whole 
history  of  this  claim,  and  determine  him  as  to  its 
validity. 

This  is  a  claim  which  has  been  frequently  con- 
sidered  upon  this  floor  since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  this  House.  The  last  time  with  in  my  recollec- 
tion any  action  was  taken  upon  it,  was  in  1848, 
when  it  was  discussed  at  length.  No  report  of 
that  debate  is  preserved,  becatisethe  debates  upon 
private  claims  were  not  then  reported  at  all.  I 
recollect,  however,  that  it  was  discussed  for  three 
or  four  days;  and  the  Journal  will  show  that  when 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  a  motion  was  made 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  which  was  carried  by  a 
very  large  majority — I  think  by  118  to  38.  From 
that  time  to  this,  I  believe,  there  has  been  no  action 
in  this  House  upon  this  claim. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  if  I 
believed  this  Government  was  legally  and  equi- 
tably bound  to  pay  this  debt,  I,  for  one,  shoulii  be 
in  favor  of  paying  it  to  the  last  farthing.  Such, 
however,  is  not  my  impression. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  have  risen, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  reply  briefly  to  what  the  gentle- 
man, who  has  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Johcs,  of 
Tennessee!  said  on  one  oC  the  points,  which  ht 
raised.  This  I  can  do  most  effectually  by  turning 
against  himself  his  most  material  witness — the 
witness,  among  all  he  has  summoned  to  his  aid,  on 
whom  he  most  relies.  This  witness  is  John  Q.uincy 
Adhms. 

By  our  treaty  with  Spain,  we  exonerated  her 
from  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens 
upon  her,  and  assumed  to  pay  them  ourselves,  so 
far  OS  they  were  valid,  and  so  far  as  $5,000,000 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  them.    The  honorable 

Sentleman  denies  that  the  claim  of  Richard  W. 
leade  has  a  place  among  these  claims.  1  main- 
tain that  it  has.  This  is  the  issue  between  us. 
To  sustain  himself  he  has  quoted  largely  from  Mr. 
Adams.  But  the  gentleman  has,  surely,  in  this 
instance,  allowed  clouds  to  come  into  his  very. 
clear  brain,  and  hence  he  haii  seen  one  thing  for 
another.  What  has  he  proved  by  Mr.  Adams? 
Why,  that  we  are  not  neld  by  the  Spanish  liqui- 
dation of  this  cliUm — a  liquidation  subsequent  to 
the  signing  of  the  treaty.  I  admit  that  we  are  not 
held  by  it.  But  I  insist  that  we  are  bound  to  rec- 
ogiiize  the  claim  in  spite  of  that  liquidation.  So 
insisted  Mr.  Adams,  as  I  shall  prove  by  his  words, 
quoted  from  the  same  letter  from  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  quoted: 
.  ••  It  was  intended  by  the  Govenuneal  of  tbe  Unlled 
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SralMt  that  Mr.  Meade's  claims, as  then  exhibited  to  them> 
niuietlled,  disputed  c'taiin!>,  a  itiixed  character,  I'or  cniiiractH  > 
for  Inwes  upon  exchange,  lor  depreciation  of  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment paper,  for  inleretit.  and  for  dam;Mtc»,  all,  except 
the  tirel,  of  tnodt  nncertiiin  amount  and  validity,  t*hou)d,  in 
common  with  the  other  claim.-*  proviiled  for,  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  treaty.  But  no  stipulation  of  Hpecitil  favor  Ui  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Meailc.  at  ihe  expense  of  other  claimants, 
wai,  01  woiihi  be  intended  by  Ihe  (loveriiineiilVf  the  United 
Slaleti.  The  claim  presented  by  Mr.  .Meade  to  the  Com- 
missioner? i»  for  an  acknowledKed  tl^t  from  the  Spanish 
Govcriinient  to  him,  dated  May,  18'io,  and  directed  to  be 
paldouloftlie  funds  of  the  Royal  Finance  Uepartinent,  with 
interest.  To  say  thnt  this  ii  not  the  claim  n-hiih.  in  Febru- 
orrf,  1819,  Me  Cnitcd  States  had  renovnccd  aitd  tisreed  to 
compound^  icoutti  Ae  to  tay  that  daylight  is  not  darkness." 

Now,  whether  theclaitti  in  question  iwmes  within 
the  acupe  of  the  treaty,  1  am  willing  to  leave  to  the 
ijecision  of  IMr.  Adams — to  the  decision  of  the 
gentleman's  own  witness.  I  am  glad  that  it  was 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  who  called  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  stand;  for  he  has  thereby  rendered 
himself  incompetent  to  impeach  him. 

I  might  pause  here.  But  1  will  add  a  few  special 
reasons  why  the  soundness  of  Mr.  Adams's  con-  [ 
elusion  in  inis  case  is  to  be  relied  on.  It  is  to  be 
relied  on,  not  only  because  Mr.  Adams,  in  addi- 
tion to  being  an  honest  man,  was  a  preeminently 
able  one;  nor  because,  also,  that  he  gave  to  this 
subject,  as  the  paper  from  which  we  have  quoted 
shows,  the  most  patient  and  laborious  investiga- 
tion; but  because,  also,  that  Mr.  Adams  disliked 
Mr.  Meade;  nay,  well  nigh  abhorred  him.  Mr. 
A.  was  a  man  of  very  strong  feelings.  He  did 
not  like  and  dislike  so  much  as  he  loved  and  hated. 
He  scouted  the  pretensions  of  Meade  to  a  peculiar 
sacredness  for  his  claim;  and  seemed  well  nigh  to 
hate  Meade  for  those  pretensions.  He  was  willing 
to  admit  that  the  treaty  provided  for  this  claim ;  nay, 
be  insisted, as  we  have  seen,  in  theslrongest  terms, 
that  the  treaty  did  provide  fur  it.  But,  so  far 
from  admitting  that  it  wos  a  stronger  claim  than 
all  others,  he  argued  to  show  that  it  was  weaker 
than  some  others.  Now,  I  hold,  that  because  of 
Mr.  Adams's  strong  disapprobation  of  the  course 
of  Mr.  Meade,  all  the  greater  value  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  what  he  felt  constrained  to  say  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Meade's  claim — in  favor  of  our  Govern- 
ment's recognizing  it  among  the  claims  from  which 
it  released  Spain,  and  which  it  took  upon  itself. 

We  are  not  then  at  liberty  to  reject  this  claim,  be- 
cause Mr.  Meide  was  so  foolish  ns  to  arrogate 
peculiar  favor  for  it.  He  did  not  forfeit  his  claim 
by  reason  of  this  folly.  If  I  claim  that  my  neigh- 
bor shall  give  to  my  debt  a  preference  over  a 
dozen  other  equally  just  debts,  I  am  not  to  lose 
my  debt  because  of  my  arrogance.  '  The  debt  is 
none  the  less  obligatory  for  my  folly  and  impu- 
dence. 

Nor  are  we  at  liberty  to  reject  this  claim  because 
Spain  liquidated  it  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty. 
My  neighbors  may,  very  impertinently,  undertake 
to  liquidate  or  determine  the  true  amount  of  the 
debt.^  I  owe,  but  such  impertinence  does  not  cancel 
my  obligation  to  pay  them. 

I  have  not  time  to  see  all,  or  even  much,  of 
what  the  commissioners  said  upon  this  claim. 
My  eye  falls  upon  the  closing  words  of  one  of 
tliem,  Judge  White;  and  I  will  read  them: 

**  Itelievirig,  as  I  do,  from  the  other  testimony,  that  Mr. 
Meade  has  u  well-founded  claim,  or  at  least  a  claim  which 
the  Spanish  Government  considereil  well  founded,  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  require  any  document  from  that  Gov- 
ernment which  there  is  reason  lo  tbiiik  they  possess,  which 
will  elucidate  those  transactions  ;  and  tor  that  purpose  am 
williiiit  to  continue  the  cause.  If  we  can  procure  more 
evidence,  it  is  well ;  we  shall  have  greater  certainty  in  our 
nllimale  decision.  If  we  cannot  procure  more,  we  must 
come  to  the  best  conclusion  in  our  jKiwer,  from  the  proofs, 
as  they  now  exist,  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claims  and  the 
extent  of  allowance.** 

Now,  surely,  these  words  do  not  favor  the  idea 
that  the  Meade  claim  did  not  fall  amon^  the  claims 
which  the  commissioners  were  to  investigate. 
These  words  show,  on  the  contrary,  that  what 
the  commissioners  required  was  the  establishing 
of  the  claim — the  proving  of  the  debt. 

But,  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Meade  failed  to  prove 
his  claim.  I  admit  that  he  did.  I  admit  that  the 
commissioners  were  right  in  exacting  the  kind  of 
jjroof  which  they  did  exact.  But  was  it  the  fault 
of  Mr.  Meade  that  he  did  not  produce  it?  Far 
from  it.  The  proof  exacted  was  in  the  hands, 
and  among  the  archives,  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment; and  that  Government,  because  of  its  foolish 
pride,  refused  to  give  up  the  proof.  The  Royal 
certificate  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  due  to  Mr. 
Meade  was,  as  that  Government  haughtily  held, 
all  we  needed  and  all  we  were  entitled  to. 


In  these  circumstances,  what  could  Mr.  Meade 
do  more.>  I  answer,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to 
do.  The  matter  then  lay  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. Our  Government  had  discharged  the 
Spanish  Government  from  all  obligation  to  pay 
tlie  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  that  Goveinment 
had,  in  turn,  bound  itself  to  put  our  Government 
in  possession,  so  far  as  it  could,  of  all  vouchers 
and  papers  which  could  serve  to  establish  the 
character  of  those  claims.  Our  Government  was 
bound  to  enforce  this  provision  of  the  treaty  against 
Spain. 

SItall  our  Government  pay  the  whole  amount 
of  this  claim !  Perhaps  it  should  not  do  so.  I 
have  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  the  liquidation  of 
the  claim  by  the  Spanish  Government,  the  amount 
was  made  small  enough.  Unprecedented  pains 
were  taken  to  bring  the  amount  within  the  limits 
of  strict  justice.  Moreover,  it  was  then  expected 
that  the  Spanish  Government,  not  ours,  would 
have  to  pay  it.  Hence,  that  Government  is  not 
to  be  supposed  to  have  been  as  easy  in  making 
up  the  amount,  as  it  might  have  been,  were  it 
making  it  up  for  another  Government  to  pay.  A  nd , 
again,  Spain  at  that  time  felt  herself  to  be  poor. 
This  was  another  reason  why  she  was  concerned 
to  reduce  theamount  as  low  as  justice  could  possi- 
bly allow.  The  scholarly  gentleman  of  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Cmakdi.er,]  spoke  of  the  "rej  an- 
guslae  domi,"  the  straitened  home  circumstances  of 
the  Meade  family.  His  classical  words  are  no 
less  applicable  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  poor 
Spain,  at  the  time  we  refer  to. 

I  fully  believe  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  Meade  was, 
in  no  degree,  exaggerated;  and  that  the  amount 
fixed  upon  by  the  Spanish  Government  was  due, 
justly  and  religiously  due,  to  that  unfortunate  ami 
cruelly  wronged  gentleman.  Nevertheless,  as  I  , 
said,  perhaps  our  Government  should  not  pay.  ^ 
the  whole  amount.  Our  Government  had  but 
1^5,000,000  with  which  to  pay  all  these  claims. 
So  far  as  that  sum  would  pay  them,  and  no 
further  were  they  to  be  paid  All  I  ask  for  the 
present  claim  is,  that  as  great  a  percentage- be 
paid  on  it,  as  was  paid  on  the  established  claims 
— be  that  percentage  three  fourths  of  the  amount 
of  the  claim  or  only  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the 
claim— be  it  in  other  words,  $300,000  or  $200,000. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ad- 
mits thnt  the  amount  fixed  upon  by  the  Spanish 
Government  was  justly  due,  and  is  now  justly 
due,  from  Spain.  Would  he  send  the  wronged  and 
impoverished  children  of  Mr.  Meade  to  that  Gov- 
ernment? What,  however,  if  there  were  techni- 
calities in  the  case  of  which  we  could  avail  our- 
selves to  escape  the  payment  of  this  debt,  and  to 
burden  Spain  with  it  ?  Would  we  consent  to  avail 
ourselves  of  them?  Forbid  it  justicp)  forbid  it 
honor!  Even  if  we  pay  this  debt,  still  shall  we 
not  have  made  a  sufficiently  good  bargain  out  of 
Spain?  It  was  well  understood  that  the  treaty  ex- 
onerated her  from  all  claims  of  our  citizens.  Spain 
so  understood  it,  as  she  has  repeatedly  declared. 
Oh !  we  should  hang  our  heads  in  shame,  at  the 
thought  of  being  unkind  enough  and  small  enough 
to  require  poor  and  unhappy  Spain  to  pay  this 
debt. 

Sir,  I  am  a  believer  in  a  strong  Government;  and 
I  would  have  civil  Government  strong,  the  earth 
over.  It  is  worthless  wherever  it  is  weak.  But, 
sir,  a  Government  is  not  necessarily  strong  that 
clings,  with  miiierly  grasp,  to  its  dollars;  that 
rejoices  in  an  overflowing  Treasury;  that  multi- 
plies its  battle-ships,  and  swells  its  armies.  A 
Government  may  do  all  this,  and  still  be  essen- 
tially weak,  because  essentially  unjust.  But  that 
Government  is  strong,  ejptiphatically  strong,  which 
aims  to  be  the  impersonation  of  justice.  Such  a  Gov- 
ernment is  strong,  because  it  is  respected  and  hon- 
ored abroad,  and  beloved  at  home.  Be  ours,  sir,  a 
strong,  because  a  just  Government.  But  let  us 
remember  that  the  first  claim  on  justice  is,  that  she 
pay  her  debts.  Let  us  then,  air,  pay  this  sacred 
debt,  that  we  should  have  paid  thirty  years  ago; 
and  our  cruel  neglect  to  pay  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed with  so  much  suffering  and  sorrow.  I  am 
sad  for  the  creditors,  and  deeply  mortified  for  my 
country,  in  this  instance.  In  the  case  of  the  no 
less  sacred  French  claims,  which  should  have  been 
paid  more  tlinn  half  a  century  ago,  my  pity  for  the 
suffering  creditors  is  greater,  because  they  are  so 
very  numerous;  and  my  mortification  at  the  dis- 
grace of  my  Government  and  country  amounts  to 
anguish  of  spirit.    Letuspay  these  debts,  sir,  now 


— now,  when  we  so  easily  can — and,  in  such  waya 
let  us  make  ourselves  a  strong  Government  antl  a 
strong  nation. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  It  was  not  mjr  intention 
participate  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  now  unde 
consideration  until  I  heard  the  remarks  of  thil 
Gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  Nor  do 
I  now  intend  lo  examine  more  than  one  point  I 
volvedin  ihisclaim.  It  was  my  fortune  many  year 
ago  to  engage  in  its  discussion,  and  I  then  spen(| 
much  time  and  labor  in  its  examination;  but  thai 
was  in  other  days,  comparatively,  the  days  of  my 
youth.  I  have  repeatedly  listened  to  the  discus^ 
sion  of  it  by  others,  by  some  of  the  ablest  minda 
that  ever  entered  upon  the  debates  of  this  body} 
I  heard  it  argued  on  one  occasion  by  Mr.  MarvinJ 
one  of  the  predecessors  of  the  gentleman  fron 
New  York,  [Mr.  Smith,]  in  a  manner  that  I  neve 
heard  excelled;  but  his  view  was  entirely  different 
from  that  which  my  friend  hos  taken  of  it.  L 

And  here  I  may  say,  that  I  regret  most  deeplyj 
to  come  in  conflict  with  my  learned  and  excellen| 
friend,  [Mr.  Smith;]  but  we  arcall  liable  lo  ditfef 
in  cases  which  involve  so  many  considerations  i 
the  bill  before  us.     Now,  sir,  let  that  gentlemon 
or  let  any  other  gentleman,  tell  us  by  what  rule  i 
are  authorized  to  put  our  hands  into  the  pockeu 
of  the  people  of  tn'e  United  States  and   pay  theii 
money    to  this  claimant?     Remember,  sir,  iha 
you  take  this  money  from  the  people  to  pay  ilove 
to  Mr.  iMeade.     No  member  will  consent  to  d 
this  unless  he  can  see  good  cause  for  it-     Th^ 
people  have  never  seen  nor  heard  of  this  claimant. 
He  left  this  country,  went  to  Spain,  dealt  wiili 
HisMost Christian  Majesty, and  losthis  property 
by  not  getting  his   pay.     Now,  certainly  thes^ 
facts  give  him  no  claim  on  his  fellow-citizens  whq 
remained  at  home.     The  question  therefore  aris 
by  what  means  have  the  people  become  liable  fo« 
this  claim?     How  was   their   liability  incurred^ 
It  is  certain   that  this  Government  never  under 
took  to  pay  this  debt,  nor  any  part  of  it.     Therii 
was  never  any  stipulation,  agreement,  orcintrac_ 
between  Meade  and  the  United  Sliites.  It  i8,ho\vH 
ever,  true  that  this  Government,  representing  tha 
people  of  the  United  States,  stipulated  with  Spa' 
in  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1819,  to  p  . 
over  to  such  claimants  upon  the  Spanish  Govern 
ment,   as  should    make   proof   of   their  claims] 
$5,000,000  as  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  tha 
cession  of  Florida.  By  the  treaty  this  J5,000,( 
remained  in  the  hands  of  this  Government  to 
paid  out  to  our  citizens  who  had  sustained  Insse 
by  the  wrongs  of  the  Spanish  Government.  Marl 
the  stipulation.     It  was  to  pay  a  certain  definitt 
sum  to  such  persons  as  should  prove  their  losse 
before  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pres 
ident  for  that  purpose.     We  held  the  money  i 
trustee,  to  be  paid  overto  those  who  should,  withii 
a  given  time,  prove  their  demands.  The  $5,000,001, 
only  paid  a  part  of  the  losses.    This  Government^ 
nor  the  people,  had  no  choice  as  to  who  should 
receive  this  money.     It  was  the  money  of  Spaid 
that  was  to  be  paid  over  to  the  claimants   who 
should   prove  existing  valid   claims  against 
Spanish  Crown.     Meade   was  unable   to  obtain 
proof  of  his  claim.     This  Government  lent  hin 
assistance  to  get  his  proof.  In  that  they  did  right, 
although  there  was  no  obligation  renting  upon  it 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.     Yet  (hat  kindness 
surely  did  not  render  us   liable  to  pay  the  debt. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  differ  entirely  from   my  frienil 
when  he  says  that  we  reposed  trust  in  theSf>anish 
Crown  to  furnish  the  proofs;  and  when  they  failet) 
to  do  it,  we  ought  to  hold  them  responsible.   The 
Spanish  Government  required  us  to  pay  the  money 
to  such  individuals  as  should  make  proof  of  their 
claims;  and  in  order  to  aid  the  claimants  to  whom 
we  were  to  pay  money  for  Ihe  benefit  of  Spain, 
they  agreed  to  furnish  such  proofs  as  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  Spanish  Crown.     Our  undertaking 
was  to  pay  out  the  money  to  those  who  should 
make  Ihe  necessory  proof;     Meade  had  reposed 
confidence  in  the  Spanish  Crown;  had  furnished 
provisions  for  their  army,  and   trusted  to   their 
honor  and  ability.     In  that  he  was  disappointed. 
He  was  unable  to  prove  his  claim.     In  that  he 
was  unfortunote.     The  time  limited  for  the  de- 
cision of  the  commissioners  was  obout  to  expire, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  divide  the  §5,000,000 
among   those  who   had    established   their  claims. 
Meade  shared  no  part  of  the  money.     His  mis- 
fortune arose   from    his    inability   to    make    the 
proper   proof.      But,   sir,  we   have  paid  to  tht 


Digitized  by 


GooqIc 


•79 


THE  CONORESI^ONAL  GLOBE. 


April  84, 


fllaimaiits  of  Ui«  SfMtnMi  Ciown  tb«  fitll  ud  eo- 
tir*  mm  of  |5,000,000,  m  we  agreed  to  do.  We 
have  Curly  aod  in  «;ood  Aith  fulfilled  our  slip- 
nlatiom.  And  I  aik,  by  what  act  of  this  Oovem- 
ment  haT*  we  become  liable  to  pay  thia  claim  to 
Meade?  Had  he  mode  hia  proof,  he  would  have 
ehared  pro  rata  with  the  other  claimants.  Bat 
docs  hie  miefortane,  his  inability  to  make  the 
Moof,  nve  him  any  claim  on  the  people  of  the 
DniledStatee?  Surely  not.  This  |5,000,000  was 
a  trust  fund  in  our  hands,  which  we  were  as  will- 
ing to  pay  to  Meade  as  to  any  other  person,  could 
be  haveahown  himself  entitled  to  it.  He  could 
not  do  that;  and  had  any  portion  of  it  been  paid 
to  him  without  such  proof,  the  other  dainianta 
would  have  had  a  legtu  and  equitable  demand  on 
us  for  the  money  thus  improperly  paid  to  him. 

I  most  fully  concur  with  Mr.  A  dams,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  that  this  is  the  same  claim  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  Spanish  Oovernment;  and  I 
abo agree  with  Mr.  Aaoms  that  Meade  has  not 
the  shadow  of  a  claim  a^nst  the  United  States. 
Any  man  who  will  look  into  Mr.  Adams's  letter, 
will  see  that  he  regarded  thia  claim  in  the  light 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  express.  Nor  is  it 
possible  for  me  to  see  how  gentlemen  can  differ  in 
re^rd  to  it.  I  repeat,  that  M^de'e  failure  to  ob- 
tain the  necessary  proof,  even  with  the  aid  of 
our  Government,  was  kU  misfortune,  and  not  that 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
been  guilty  of  no  laches.  They  have  omitted 
no  duty.  They  have  conformed  to  their  stipu- 
lations. It  is  true  that  Meade  was  unfortunate; 
and  I  would  as  soon  thrust  my  hands  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  relieve  his  mis- 
fortune as  that  of  any  other  man.  But  he  stands 
upon  the  same  principles  as  any  other  unfortunate 
individual,  and  by  no  logic,  by  no  course  of  rea- 
•oninc,  by  no  sophistry  of  argument,  can  you 
place  oim  upon  any  other  ground  than  that  of  an 
unfortunate  man.  We  do  not  sit  here  to  relieve 
the  misfortunes  of  mankind;  and  I  have  never  been 
able  to  see  in  this  matter  any  other  claim  than  that 
of  an  unfortunate  man,  claiming  relief  from  a  Gov- 
ernment able  to  pay,  but  on  whom  no  other  obli- 
gation rests. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  go  further  into 
the  merits  of  this  case.  The  point  I  have  sa^- 
ge^ted  appears  to  me  conclusive.  Whenever  this 
ease  has  been  before  the  House,  on  former  occa- 
sions, this  point  has  appeared  to  present  an  in- 
surmountable obstacle,  one  which  I  have  never 
been  able  to  get  over;  and  I  Mrill  add,  that  it  still 
appears  in  that  light. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  committee  do  now 
rise. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  would  Bug|;est  that  the  gentle- 
man amend  the  motion  by  adding,  "and  report  the 
bill  to  the  House." 

Mr.  COX.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingjly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Tatlor.  of  Ohio)  reported  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  had,  according  to  order, had 
dte  Private  Calendar  generally  under  considera- 
tion, and  particularly  the  bill  of  the  House  (No. 
58)  for  settling  the  claims  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased,  and  had 
come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  wu  put;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to;  and 

Thereupon,  at  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock,  the 
House  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  twelve  o'clock 


IN  SENATE. 
MoKOAV,  Jlpril  34,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiixuu  H.  Milborn. 
The  Journal  of  Thursday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  FOOT  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Sherman  Pierce  to  a  pension  for 
military  services  in  the  lost  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Hartford,  Ver- 
mont, remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the 


Nebraska  bill;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  professing  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion, praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
secure  to  them  the  rights  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  while  traveling  or  residing  in  foreign  coun- 
tries; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
S.  Eddy  and  others,  praying  remuneration  for 
services  rendered  in  the  war  of  1812;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Marine 
Society  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  to  make  it  obligatory  for  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels, from  one  hundrra  and  fifty  tons  and  upwards, 
to  be  furnished  with  two  or  more  boys,  leaving 
it  optional  to  adopt  the  apprentice  system,  or  go 
as  volunteers,  as  the  parties  may  choose;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
professing  the  Jewish  religion,  praying  that,  when 
absent  in  foreign  lands,  the  same  civil  and  religious 
rights  may  be  extended  to  them  as  are  accorded 
to  foreigner*  while  resident  in  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  New  York, 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  documents  in  reh- 
tion  to  the  claim  of  John  Makin,  a  pilot,  for  sal- 
vage or  compensation  for  aid  render«l  the  frigate 
Saranae  when  in  distress  off  the  harbor  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harrison  and 
its  vicinity,  Cumberland  county,  Maine,  against 
the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  following  petitions, 
praying  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  ocean  postage 
to  two  cents  for  single  letters,  and  others  in  pro- 
portion; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads: 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
Massachusetts; 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts; 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Attle- 
borough,  Massachusetts; 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ashbum- 
ham,  Massachusetts. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire; and  a 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  petition  of  Oscar 
Cole  and  Alexander  Cook,  praying  that  the  law 
compelling  restaurontsand  eating-housee  in  Wash- 
ington city,  D.  C,  to  be  closed  at  midnight,  may 
be  repealed;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Wolter,  of  Monterey,  California,  praying  indem- 
nity for  loss  of  live-stock  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Governor  R.  B.  Mason  in  1848  and  1849; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Oberlin,  Ohio,  praying 
the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  ocean  posti^e  for  a 
single  letter  to  two  cents;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
professing  the  Jewish  religion,  praying  Congress 
to  take  such  measures  aa»will  secure  to  them  re- 
ligious freedom  while  absent  in  foreign  lands; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  document  containing  a 
new  plan  of  a  railroad,  intended  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  maila,  and  to  secure  the  safety  of 
passengers  and  pedestrians,  invented  by  Robert 
Mills,  engineer  and  architect;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  Hernando  county,  Florida,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  wherein  to  locate  a  county  site; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Hotspring  county,  Arkansas,  praying  the  es- 


tablishment of  a  post  route  from  Fair  Play  t0 
Owensrille,  in  Arkansas;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road*. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  peUtion  of  Wil- 
liam Woodward  and  others,  praying  that  |S00 
may  be  granted  out  of  the  Treasury  to  mechanics, 
if  the  homestead  bill  should  become  a  law;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SB WARI>  presented  a  petition  of  Qmic* 
J.  Cornell,  Albert  Gallatin,  A.  J.  Hamilton,  OM 
other  citizens  ofNew  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise;  whidi 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Neilson,  executor, 
son,  and  heir-at-law  of  John  Neilson,  praying 
compensation  for  the  services  of  his  father,  ana 
remuneration  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in  tiu 
revolutionary  war;  also,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  pension  to  which  his  father  was  entitled ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claim*. 

Also,  the  petition  of  C.  M.  Clarke,  praying 
remuneration  for  losses  sustained  by  her  fatltsr, 
Ethan  Stillman,  underacontract  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  muskets;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

RIGHT-ASCENSIONS  AND  DECUNATI0N8. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  have  been  requested  to 
present  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Pierce  and 
others,  members  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Promotion  of  Science,  praying  Congress  to 
make  an  appropriation  to  enable  Professor  Mit- 
chell, of  Cincinnati,  to  construct  a  machine  for 
observing  right-ascensions  and  declinations  by  the 
aid  of  magnetism. 

This  is  a  subject  of  very  great  importance  to 
science.  The  memorialiats  are  among  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  science  in  the  countnr.- 
Their  memorial  is  accompanied  by  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  this  association,  in  which  they  rep- 
resent this  machine  to  be  of  great  importance, 
promising  great  practical  utility  in  its  application 
to  scientific  purposes,  and  reflecting  great  credit 
upon  American  science. 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  what  dispo- 
sition to  ask  for  the  memorial.  It  does  not  seem 
to  belong  to  any  of  the  standing  committees  of 
the  Senate,  and  I  have  been  requested  to  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  I  make 
the  motion  with  great  relucttmce;  but  as  the  sub- 
ject does  not  fall  within  the  province  of  any  stand- 
ing committee,  I  move  that  the  memorial  be  com- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  five  members. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  now  move  that  the  com- 
mittee be  appointed  by  the  President  pro  iempsre. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
PETITION  WITHDRAWN    AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVERETT,  it  was 

Ordtrtd,  Tbal  the  memorial  of  Heni;  Newman  be  wttb- 
drawn  fh>m  the  dies  of  the  Senate,  and  refrrted  to  (be 
Oonunittee  on  PnWic  Luida. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr  BRODHBAD,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Charles  Gordon,  praying  cornpensation  for  hi*  ' 
services  as  draughtsman  to  the  Com  mittee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
praying  the  confirmation  of  the  titles  to  land  un- 
der grants  from  the  Mexican  Government,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  praying  thatmecumre* 
may  be  taken  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Territory  from  Indian  depredations,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  aiffi 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  th* 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  praying  the  reiialab- 
lishment  of  the  military  post  at  Fort  Atkinson, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on. 
Military  Affairs;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  JONES,  or  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
f  iPensions,  lo  whom  were  referred  the  following  pe- 
titions, asked  to  be  discharged  from  their  further 
'consideration,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
['Committee  on  Public  Lands;  which  was  agreed  to: 
Petition   of  Frances  Depriest,   praying   to   be 
allowed  bounty  land; 

Petition  of  the  heirs  of  George  Iloyle,  deceased, 
praying  authority  to  sell  a  land  warrant  issued  to 
iaid  George  Hoyle;  and 

Petition  of  D.  McManua,  a  chaplain  in  the 
Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  bounty  land. 

Mr.  CLAY.    The  Committee  on   Pensions,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  pelitioro  of  James  Wor- 
den,  John  O'Leary,  John  Williams,  and  others, 
invalid  pensioners  of  the  Navy,  praying  an  in- 
I  crease  of  their  pensions,  have  directed  me  to  sub- 
mit a  report,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  their 
further  consideration,  having  concluded  to  report 
'.a  general  bill,  embracing  all  case.s  of  their  kmd. 
Aa  is  known  to  the  Senate,  I  presume,  generally, 
{he  highest  pension  paid  to  an  invalid  pensioner 
of  the  Navy  is  six  dollars  per  month;  that  is  to 
"what  is   called   the  seamen,  but  the  seaman  in 
[  'ordinary  is  paid  five  dollars  per  month, and  a  ma- 
!rine  )J3  50.    The  committee  have  ascertained,  on 
inquiry  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  that 
.  |the  aggregate  increase  of  pensions  by  the  bill 

I  which  we  report,  will  be  something  upwards  of 
|"f9,000.  They  have,  therefore,  instructed  me  to 
j  report  a  bill  placing  the  pensioners  in  the  naval 
|.  service  on  the  same  footing  with  pensioners  in  the 
i_  Army  of  the  United  States.  I  move  that  the  re- 
I'port  be  printed. 

]  The  bill  was  read  a  first  time  by  its  title,  "  A 
.bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  seamen  and  ma- 
rines," and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 

I I  the  petition  of  Joseph  Nock,  praying  indemnity 
Jot  the  violation,  by  the  Post  Office  Department, 

I  ^of  his  contract  for  making  mail  locks  and  keys, 
■ubmitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
.  reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
*     Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
[  to  whom   were  referred  the  petitions  of  Nannie 
'^Deninan,  Arabella  Riley,  Minerva  Catlett,  and 
Eliza  G.  Townsend,  praying  pensions  on  account 
of  the  services  of  their  husbands,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration,  on  the 
S round  that  their  cases  had  been  provided  for  by 
le  general  bill  reported  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Gen- 
eral Childs;  which  was  agreed  to. 
/  GRAFTON  BAKER. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
lo  whom  was  referred  the  House  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Grafton  Baker,  have  instructed  me  to 
report  it  back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass;  and  at  the  instance  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  whose  constituent  Mr.  Baker 
ia,  I  ask  that  it  may  be  considered  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  Grafton  Baker  $366  50  in  full  j 
for  services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred  by 
him  as  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Mexico  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  185'j. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received   from  the  House  of 
Representatives,   by  Mr.  Fornit,   their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  passed  the  joint  reso- 1 
lution  from  the  Senate  for  extending  an  existing 
contract  for  carrying  the  mail  in  Alabama. 

Also,  that  ihey  had  non-concurred  in  the  first 
amendment  of  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House, 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  ofj 
June,  1855,  concurred  in  the  second,  and  concurred  [ 
in  the  third,  with  an  amendment.  i 

OREGON  TERRITORIAL  EXPENSES. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Committee  on  Territo-  | 
ries,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Territorial  Assembly  Of  Oregon  to  prepare  ! 


a  code  of  laws,  also  to  adjust  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting and  printing  certam  laws  and  archives  of 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  directed  me  to  report  it  back 
without  amendment,  recommend  its  passage,  and 
ask  for  its  consideration  at  this  time. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolu- 
tion. It  proposes  to  authorize  the  accounting 
officers  to  adjust  the  expenses  mentioned,  and  to 

Cay  the  amount  reasonably  incurred  from  the 
afance  of  the  appropriation,  forcompensation  and 
mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, and  of  the  officers  and  clerks,  no w  standing 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  unexpended. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

NEW   POST  ROUTE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Retolrr:!,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Road:!  be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  posi  romo  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  via 
Mound  City,  Arkansas,  to  Aberdeen,  in  Arkansas. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  asked  and  obtained  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill 
granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Girard,  Alabama,  to 
the  city  of  Mobile;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  move  that  the  message  from 
the  House  in  regard  to  the  Military  Academy  bill 
be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  in  which 
the  House  non-concurred,  was  to  add  to  the  bill 
the  following: 

"For  repairs  and  additions  to  professors' quarters, 
jj.5,000." 

The  second  amendment  in  which  the  House 
concurred,  was  to  add  the  following: 

"  For  cavalry  eiercise  hall,  990,000." 

The  third  amendment  in  which  the  House  con- 
curred with  an  amendment,  was  to  add  the  follow- 
ing as  an  additional  section: 

Be  U  fuTthtr  enacted.  That  the  compensation  of  the 
professors  of  French  and  drawinf;  be  made  equal  lo  that  of 
the  professors  of  the  otlicr  departments,  and  the  conipeiisa- 
Uon  of  lUc  master  of  Uie  sword  be  §1,800  per  annum. 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  words: 
''Professors  of  French  and  drawing  be  made  equal  to 

that  of  the  professors  of  the  othfr  deparuneuls,  and  the 

compensation  of  the" — 

So  as  to  make  the  section  read: 
Sec.  3.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  thecoiDpeDsaiion  of 
the  master  of  the  sword  be  $1,900  per  annum. 

The  PRESIDENT.  What  action  will  the  Sen- 
ate take  upon  the  amendments? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  am  disposed  to  concur  in 
Ihe  action  of  the  House.  The  difference  is  not 
large;  and  I  would  rather  close  this  bill,  and  have 
it  finally  passed.  We  have  gained  something. 
The  House  has  agreed  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
riding  hall,  and  I  am  rather  disposed  to  concur  in 
their  action,  and  endeavor  at  another  time  to  ob- 
tain the  other  appropriation  which  we  proposed  to 
make. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  should  prefer  to  obtain  the 
appropriations  which  we  proposed  to  mak».  Per- 
haps, however,  we  had  better  comply  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  though 
I  confess  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  our  third 
amendment  is  very  extraordinary.  The  honor- 
able Senator  can  see  that  they  have  increased  the 
salary  of  the  sword  master,  and  have  left  the  other 
salaries  as  they  were,  thus  leaving  a  marked  dif- 
ference between  them.  I  think  it  will  be  doing 
injustice  to  those  professors.  However,  rather 
than  hazard  the  bill,  I  will  agree  to  it. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  third 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is  on 
receding  from  the  first  amendment  in  which  the 
House  non-concur. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  think  we-  ought,  in  justice 
to  those  officers,  to  try  and  have  our  whole  amend- 
ment agreed  to.  I  am  satisfied  that  any  one  who 
understands  the  subject  will  endeavor  to  give  the 


two  professors  a  little  additional  salary.  If,  how- 
ever, the  House  shall  insist  on  their  amendment, 
I  shall  consent  at  once  to  it.  I  think,  therefore, 
we  had  belter  disagree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 
If  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  will  join 
me  in  that,  I  think  it  will  be  the  better  course  to 
pursue. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  lionorable  Senator  de- 
sires a  committee  of  conference,  I  will  not  oppose 
him.  I  believe  we  have  gained  nearly  all  we 
wished.  They  have  agreed  to  most  of  our  jimend- 
inents;  and  although  I  believe  the  salaries  of  those 
gentlemen  ought  lo  be  raised,  I  doubt  whether  it 
is  prudent  to  insist  now  on  more  than  the  House 
has  agreed  to.  It  seems  to  me  that  something 
should  be  due  to  the  House,  as  they  have  given  us 
so  much;  but  if  the  Senator  prefers  a  committee 
of  conference,  I  will  not  olyect  to  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  prefer  to  take  that  course, 
because  I  think  we  shall  have  a  better  chance  to 
do  justice  to  those  men.  I  do  not  see  that  it  con 
hazard  the  bill  to  ask  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  I  would  rather  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  would  consent  to  it. 

Mr.   HUNTER.     1  do  not  suppose  that  the  ^ 
House  will  defeat  the  bill  for  that;  but  inasmuch 
as  they  had  concurred  in  so  much,  I  thought  it 
belter  for  us  to  yield,  and  try  to  have  our  propo- 
sitions agreed  to  next  year. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  move, then, that  theSenate 
disagree  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  our 
third  amendment,  and  insist  upon  our  first  amend- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  vole  will  first  have 
to  be  reconsidered  upon  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House.  The  question  is  on  reconsid- 
ering that  VQte. 

iVfr.  PRATT.  Who  made  the  motion  to  re- 
consider .' 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.   If  theSenalor  from  Illinois 
desires    a  committee  of  conference,  I  will  make 
the  motion. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  SH1EX.DS.     I  now  make  the  motion  that 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
lo  the  third  amendment  of  the  Senate,  insist  on 
the  first  amendment,  and  oak  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROAD  IN  ALABAMA. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.     I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report  back,  with- 
out amendment,  "  A.bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Alabama,  public  lands  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  ofa  central  railroad,  from  some 
j  point  on  the  boundary  line  of  the  States  of  Ala- 
bama and  Tennessee,  lo  a  point  on  the  boundary 
I  line  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida."    As, 
I  owing  to  an  accidental  circumstance,  the  report 
{  has  been  delayed,  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  now  be 
put  on  its  passage. 
I      There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  asinCommitteeof  the  Whole. 
Mr.  CLAY.     I  move  lo  dispense  with  the  read- 
J  ing  of  the  bill,  as  it  is  in  the  usual  form  of  similar 
•  bills  that  have  been  passed  at  this  session. 
The  reading  of  the  bill  was  dispensed  with. 
The  bill  was  reported  lo  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

RESCUE  OF  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  think  the  present  moment 
is  a  favorable  opportunity  to  call  up  a  measure 
which  has  been  lying  on  the  table  for  some  weeks 
It  is  asubject  which  I  think  ought  to  have  been  acted 
upon  long  ago.  I  refer  to*  the  joint  resolution  to 
make  some  indemnification  to  the  persons  engaged 
in  the  rescue  of  those  who  were  on  board  the 
steamship  San  Francisco  at  the  time  she  was 
wrecked.  The  claim  is  one  of  courtesy  and  gen- 
erosity, and  one  which  shoold  be  acted  upon  as 
promptly  as  possible.  I  hope  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  California,  who  made  a  minority  report 
upon  the  subject,  is  prepared  lo  have  the  resolu- 
tion taken  up,  and  considered  this  morning. 
Mr.  GWIN.  Certainly. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  move,  then,  that  the  Senate 
pass  by  Ihe  previous  orders,  and  proceed  lo  the 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution,  "manifest- 
ing the  sense  of  Congress  towards  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  vessels,  and  others,  engaged  in  the 
rescue  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of^the  Army, 
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the  pMMogera,  and  Um  officer!  and  crew  of  the 
•teamehip  San  Francisco,  from  periehing  with  the 
wreck  of  that  vessel." 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  anxious  to  have  the 
Senate  take  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  to-duy. 
I  hope  we  shall  devote  this  day  to  that  bill;  it  is 
time  we  were  considering  it. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  This  is  the  day  which 
was  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
giving  a  credit  for  a  limited  time  on  the  duties  on 
railroad  iron.  There  are  many  considerations 
which,  I  think,  appeal  to  us  to  dispose  of  that 
subjeot.  There  are  many  gentlemen  about  to  en- 
gage in  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron,  and  it  is 
proper  that  that  bill  should  be  considered  and  dis- 
posed of  at  an  early  day,  in  order  that  those  who 
are  to  be  affected  by  it  may  know  their  fate. 
They  want  to  know  whether  they  are  to  go  on 
with  their  buainess  or  not.  I  think,  therefore,  we 
had  better  take  up  the  bill  which  was  assigned  for 
consideration  to-day,  and,  at  any  rate,  know 
whether  we  are  to  consider  it  seriously  or  not. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  will  stale  to  honorable  Sen- 
ators the  nature  of  this  case;  and  I  think  when 
I  do  so,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  out  acting 
upon  the  joint  resolution  to  which  I  have  referred. 
A  joint  committee  of  fourteen  was  appointed 
ahortly  after  the  unfortunate  accident  wbicn  occa- 
sioned the  loss  of  the  San  Francisco,  to  report 
upon  a  suitable  form  of  acknowledgment  to  the 
rescuers  of  the  persons  on  board  that  wreck.  The 
committee  reported;  but  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  has  been  postponed  from  diiy  today .  Every 
Senator  knows  that  it  is  one  of  those  peculiar 
cases,  appealing,  as  it  were,  to  our  courtesy, 
which  should  have  been  acted  on  promptly,  if  at 
all.  The  object  of  the  joint  resolution  is  to  make 
some  acknowledgment  and  some  indemnification 
to  those  who  suffered  in  rescuing  these  poor  un- 
fortunate persons  who  were  on  board  the  San 
Francisco.  It  has  been  put  off  from  day  to  day. 
If  honorable  Senators  will  permit  it  to  be  taken 
up  and  acted  on  now,  it  will  not  take  much  time. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  1  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
Illinois. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  that  this  day  will  be 
^iven  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  The  joint 
resolution  which  the  nonorable  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois proposes  to  take  up  will  lead  to  debate.  It 
was  reported  by  a  divided  committee,  as  I  under- 
stand, and  there  will  be  a  debate  upon  it.  Itseems 
to  me  that  we  bad  better  take  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bin,  and  go  on  with  it.  We  know  that 
to-morrow  is  set  apart  for  Executive  business,  and 
it  is  important  to  have  that  bill  passed  aa  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  was  desirous  of  having 
called  up  to-day  the  bill  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  has  alluded,  respecting  <Ke  duties 
on  railroad  iron;  but  f  cheerfully  defer  my  wishes 
on  that  subject,  as  he  has  deferred  his,  to  enable 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  toget  the  joint  resolution 
to  which  he  refers,  passed.  I  really  think  weare 
placed  in  a  position  in  regard  to  it  which  is  not 
entirely  respectful.  It  is,  as  the  Senator  from  Il- 
linois has  said,  amatter  of  courtesy  and  generosity 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  It  has  been  de- 
layed by  various  causes,  without  any  &ult  or 
blame;  but  I  think  that  a  longer  procrastination  of 
it  would  not  be  right.  It  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
«ne  way  or  the  other.  I  will  say  to  rav  friend 
from  Virginia  that  it  will  not  take  long.  Nobody 
is  disposed  to  protract  it.  There  may  be  a  little 
discussion;  but  the  joint  resolution  will  only  take 
A  very  little  time. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  know  nothing  of  the  merits 
«f  the  joint  resolution,  but  I  understand  there  was 
a  divided  committee  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  SmcLOs's  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
joint  resolution  Was  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  WThole. 

It  proposes  to  request  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  procure  three  valuable  gold  medals,  with 
suitable  devices,  one  to  be  presented  to  Captain 
Creighton,  of  the  ship  Three  Bells,  of  Glaseow; 
«ne  to  Captain  Low,  of  the  bark  Kilby,  of  Bos- 
ton; and  one  to  Captain  Stoufler,  of  the  ship  Ant- 
arctic, as  testimonials  of  national  gratituae  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  rescuing  about  five  hun- 
dred Americans  from  the  wreck  of  the  steamship 
fian  Francisco;  and  to  direct  that  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $100,000  be  appropriated,  to  enable  the 
President  to  reward,  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
djaem  Biaat  appropriate,  ths  officers  end  crews  of 


those  vessels  that  aided  in  the  rescue  of  the  surviv- 
ors of  the  wreck,  and  such  other  persons  as  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  offices  of  humanity  and 
heroism  on  that  occasion;  the  reward  to  be  pro.^ 
portionate  to  the  nature  of  the  efforts  made,  and 
the  merit  of  the  services  rendered,  so  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  laid  upon  the  table  some  weeks 
ago,  a  substitute  for  the  joint  resolution  reported 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  I  now  move 
to  amend  that  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  resolving  clause,  and  inserting  that  substitute, 
as  follows: 

That  lh«  Prmidenl  of  tbe  United  Sum  lie  requeued 
to  proeare  four  valuable  (old  inedsla,wiUiiuiubledevicu, 
one  to  be  prcMnled  lo  Captnio  Creisnton,of  UieabipTbrae 
Belli,  of  (ilaagow ;  one  to  Captain  Low,  of  the  bark  Kilby, 
of  Boston ;  one  tn  Captain  Btoaffer,  of  the  ahip  Antarctic, 
aateatimonlala  of  national  (nuitude  for  Uieir  gallant  con- 
dnct  in  raaeuing  about  five  hundred  Americana  from  the 
wreck  of  the  aieamahip  Ban  Pranciaco;  and  one  to  Cap- 
tain Pendleton  of  the  ahip  Lucy  Tbompaon,  aa  a  teatimo- 
nial  of  national  eratitode  (br  bi«  gallant  conduct  in  reacu- 
Ing  a  laigK  number  of  thoae  aaflferera  from  tbe  bark  Kilby, 
then  in  diaueaa,  and  her  crew  and  tbe  aurvivon  on  board 
in  a  atate  of  extreuie  auflering. 

Sic.  9.  ^mdlt  it  further  ruoleed.  That  the  Preaident  be 
alao  requeaied  lo  reward  the  officera  and  crewa  of  Ihone 
veaaela  Uiat  aided  in  tlie  reacue  of  the  aurvivora  of  said 
wreck,  and  auch  other  persona  as  dialinguisried  themselvea 
by  officea  of  huinanily  and  heroism  on  that  occaalon,  by 
preaenttng  them  with  medals  of  gold,  sliver,  or  bronze, 
with  suitable  devices  ;  ihe  leatinionials  li>  be  proportioned 
to  the  nature  of  the  efforts  made  and  the  merits  of  ihe  ser- 
vices rendered,  so  far  aa  the  aame  can  be  aacertained,  and 
tliai  auch  amount  of  money  aa  way  be  necesaary  to  carry 
out  Ibe  object  of  tbia  reaoluiion  be,  and  the  aame  la  hereby, 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  tbe  Treasury  not  otber- 
wiae  appropriated. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  state  very  briefly  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  me  to  offer  the  substi- 
tute. I  know  that  important  and  valuable  services 
were  rendered  by  the  captains  of  these  vessels 
and  their  crews;  but  they  have  been  rewarded  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  A  sum  exceed- 
ing (150,000  was  raised  in  various  cities  of  the 
Union,  and  it  was  distributed  among  the  officers 
and  men  of  these  vessels.  £^ch  captain  received 
a  sum  varying  from  |6,000  to  |10,000,  and  the 
seamen  have  received  sums  from  |6flO  to  $1,000. 
In  addition,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  paid  the  owners  of  these  vessels  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  services  which  they  rendered  and 
the  losses  which  they  sustained.  The  Govern, 
ment  paid  their  accounts  as  they  were  rendered — 
paid  the  precise  amounts  which  they  asked.  For 
instance,  the  owners  of  the  Three  Bells  charged 
$25,000,  and  the  quartermaster  paid  it  forthwith; 
the  owners  of  the  bark  Kilby  brought  in  a  bill  for 
$15,000,  and  it  was  paid  at  once.  What  was 
paid  to  the  other  vessels  I  have  not  ascertained. 
The  Antarctic  went  to  Liverpool;  and  when  I 
made  the  examination,  and  expected  to  go  into 
the  discussion  of  the  question  some  weeks  ago,  a 
return  had  not  been  received  from  that  vessel;  and 
my  attention  has  not  been  turned  to  the  question 
since. 

My  object  is  to  give  testimonials  to  thesr  par- 
ties from  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
such  as  wilfbe  preserved  and  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  them.  Heretofore,  in  the  instances  which 
are  stated  in  the  report  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  from  the  majority  of  the  committee,  there 
have  been  appropriations  of  money  paid  from  the 
Treasury,  because  it  was  necessary  in  those  in- 
stances to  make  compensation  to  the  owners  of 
the  vessels.  In  this  case,  the  San  Francisco  was 
chartered  bv  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  tne  third  regiment  of  the  United  States 
Infantry  to  California;  and  the  Government  had 
power,  without  further  provision,  to  compensate 
the  parties  who  owned  the  vessels  for  the  losses 
which  they  sustained  and  the  services  which  they 
rendered.  There  are  instances  where  laws  have 
been  passed,  by  which  small  sums  of  money  have 
been  appropriated  from  the  Treasury  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rewarding  individuals,  and  also  for  com- 
pensating the  owners  of  vessels.  This  case,  how- 
ever, is  not  like  any  which  has  heretofore  occurred. 
In  consideration  of  the  vaet  sums  of  money  which 
have  already  been  paid  to  these  parties,  and  the 
munificent  manner  in  which  the  Government  has 
paid  the  owners  of  vessels  that  rendered  the  ser- 
vice, it  seems  to  me  that  the  proper  course  for  us 
to  adopt  is  to  give  testimonials  in  the  way  of 
medals — to  give  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals, 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 


There  is  one  provision  which  the  Senator  frmn 
Illinois,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  accept  at  once, 
whether  my  proposition  prevail  or  not.  It  is  that 
the  commanaer  of  the  Lucy  Thompson  shall  also 
be  compensated.  He  went  to  tbe  relief  of  the 
bark  Kilby  when  she  was  sup^sed  to  be  in  a  sink- 
ing condition,  and  took  oft  all  the  soldiers  who 
were  on  board  of  her.  My  only  object  is  not  to 
establish  a  preceitent  by  which  enormous  sums 
may  hereafter  be  deawn  from  the  Treasury  for 
services  rendered  in  this  form,  The-Oovernment 
of  the  United  States  has  already  compensated  the 
owners  of  the  vessels.  Ithas  paid  their  accounts 
as  they  presented  them.  The  people  of  the  Unitsd 
States  have  raised  a  large  sum  oi  money  and  dis- 
tributed it  among  the  officers  and  seamen  who 
rescued  the  survivors.  I  think,  then,  we  should 
<M>nfine  ourselves  to  what  I  have  proposed  in  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Mr.  Preaident,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  California  is  right  when  he  says  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  collected  large 
sums  of  money,  and  rewarded,  to  some  extent, 
the  men  engaged  in  the  rescue  of  those  unfortunate 
persons  who  were  on  board  of  the  San  Fraoeiaeo 
at  the  time  of  the  disaster.  He  is  also  right,  when 
he  states  that  the  Government  has  indemnified  the 
owners  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  rescue,  for 
the  sacrifices  which  they  made.  But  that  does  not 
affect  the  object  of  this  resolution  in  any  one  |>ar- 
licular.  The  San  Francisco  was  chartered,  and, 
for  the  time  being,  belonged  to  the  Government. 
The  men  who  were  on  board  the  vessel  were  the 
troops  of  the  Government.  The  men  who  wen 
rescued  were  the  soldiers  of  the  Government.  The 
property  rescued  belonged  to  the  Government. 
The  fact  that  owing  to  the  delay  and  procrastina- 
tion of  the  Government  in  acting,  the  public  came 
forward,  and,  to  some  extent,  indemnified  these 
men,  only  proves  that,  in  the  public  estimation, 
they  deserved  some  reward, some  indemnification, 
some  acknowledgment  on  the 'part  of  the  nation. 

A  committee  of  fourteen  was  appointed  by  the 
Senate  and  the  House  to  take  the  subject  into  con- 
sideration,  and  they  brought  forward  this  joint 
resolution,  which  involves  two  propositions.  It 
proposes  to  give  a  gold  medal  to  the  captain  of  th« 
Three  Bells,  who  well  deserves  it,  aa  every 
man  will  admit;  to  give  a  gold  medal  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Antarctic,  who  also  deserves  it;  and 
a  third  medal  to  the  captain  of  the  bark  Kilby, 
of  Boston.  Then  it  proposes  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  reward,  in  such  a  manner  as  he  shall  deem 
best,  (after  appointing,  perhaps,  a  commission  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  facu,)  all  those 
who  were  engaged  in  rescuing  the  poor  unfortunate 
m>!n  on  boai^  of  the  San  Francisco,  whether  the 
rescuers  belonged  to  these  or  to  other  vessels,  or 
to  the  San  Francisco  herself. 

What  the  Government  has  already  paid  haa 
been  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  vessels;  but  the 
object  of  this  resolution  is  to  acknowledge  and 
reward  the  services  of  the  captains,  the  seamen, 
the  soldiers,  and  the  officers  engaged  in  the  rescue; 
lo  acknowledge  and  reward  every  man  who  risked 
his  life  to  rescue  those  poor  unfortunate  men  from 
a  watery  grave. 

Now,  uie  Senator  from  California  says  that 
tbe  captain  of  the  Lucy  Thompson  ought  to  re- 
ceive a  gold  medal  as  well  as  the  captains  of  the 
other  three  vessels.  I  think  if  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator considers  the  matter  aright,  he  will  not  insist 
on  that.  The  captain  of  the  Lucy  Thompson 
did  his  duty.  He  did  all  that  was  required  of 
him.  He  found  these  persons  in  distress,  and  he 
relieved  them;  but,  sir,  he  made  no  sacrifice,  he 
incurred  no  risk,  he  hazarded  neither  himself 
nor  his  vessel.  It  waa  not  so  with  these  other 
men.  They  hazarded  everything  that  men  con 
hazard  here. 

On  the  22d  day  of  last  December,  I  think,  tbe 
San  Francisco  left  the  portof  New  York.  On  the 
night  of  the  33d,  in  the  very  first  storm  which  she 
encountered,  she  was  a  wreck,  floating  at  the 
mercy  of  the  waves  on  the  ocean.  On  the  next 
morning  she  was  struck  by  a  wave,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty' of  those  on  board  were 
swept  into  the  ocean.  Among  them  was  Colonel 
Washington;  and  I  cannot  aluiw  this  occasion  to 
pass  without  saying  a  word  in  regard  to  that  noble 
officer,  who  is  now  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  He  was  on  deck  with  his  com- 
mand when  the  storm  came  on.  He  took  shelter 
in  what  waa  called  a  saloon,  that  is  a  painted 
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wood  work  erected  on  the  deck,  which  afforded 
but  very  little  aheller.  Some  of  his  brother  olHcera 
told  him  that  he  was  in  danger,  and  thnt  he  had 
better  retire  to  the  officers'  cabin.  His  reply — 
and  it  should  be  remembered — was,  "  No,  I  will* 
retire  nowhere;  I  will  seek  shelter  nowhere;  I  will 
endure  the  enme  fate  that  my  poor  men  are  com- 
pelled to  endure."  Now,  sir,  he  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ocean.  This  was  the  condition  of  the  men 
upon  that  vessel.  Until  the  Three  Bells  came  up, 
there  was  no  help,  no  rescue,  no  deliverance  for 
them.  The  captain  of  that  vessel, a  noble  Scotch- 
man, a  braveand  gallant  man,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
own  life,  at  the  risk  of  losing  his  vessel,  and  every- 
thing which  he  had  upon  this  earth,  lay  by  that 
wreck  far  six  Jays  and  six  nights,  until  he  suc- 
ceeded in  the  rescue  of  those  poor  unfortunate  men. 
Sir,  will  any  man  hesitate  to  rfwnrd  such  conduct 
as  that.'  such  heroi-sm  as  that  >  We  had  no  claim 
upon  that  man.  His  own  vessel  was  almost  in  a 
linking  condition  when  he  came  in  sight  of  the 
wreck.  Yet  there  he  remained  until  he  aided  in 
rescuing  these  poor  pgfsons  from  on  board  the 
wreck.  The  bark  Kilby.of  Boston,  and  the  ship 
Antarctic,  also  came  up,  and  assisted  in  the  noble 
work.  The  captains  of  those  three  vessels  were 
liie  men  who  saved  five  hundred  of  their  fellow 
beings  from  the  same  fate  which  overtook  Colonel 
Washington  and  his  brave  companions.  Now, 
«ir,  I  think  it  is  due  from  us  to  give  some  recog- 
nition, or  acknowledgment,  or  reward,  to  these 
men,  who  periled  everything  to  rescue  the  soldiers 
of  the  United  States, and  who  did  rescue  live  hun- 
dred of  them  by  their  gallant  conduct 

So  far  as  the  Lucy  Thompson  is  concerned, 
I  repeat,  her  captain  found  the  bark  Kilby  very 
near  New  York,  and  the  persons  on  board  of  that 
bark  were  transferred  to  the  Lucy  Thompson, 
and  she  gave  water  and  provisions  to  them.  That 
was  an  act  for  which  {  think  her  commander 
ought  to  be  highly  respected;  but  there  was  no 
risk,  no  hazard,  no  extraordinary  peril,  no  sacri- 
fice in  this,  and  by  giving  that  captain  a  medal, 
you  confound  different  services. 

It  is  not  the  worth  or  the  value  of  the  medals 
which  makes  them  valued  by  the  officers,  but  it 
is  an  acknowledgment  given  to  these  men ,  a  testi- 
monial from  the  nation,  for  their  gallant  and  he- 
roic conduct.  That  is  the  object  of  giving  the 
medals.  Now,  sir,  let  me  say  that  more  gallant 
and  more  heroic  conduct  has  never  been  recorded 
than  that  performed  by  the  commander  of  the 
Ifhree  Bells.  His  own  vessel  was  in  a  sinking 
condition,  out  of  water,  leaky,  her  sails  were 
shivered  by  the  same  storm,  and  yet  there  she  lay 
six  days  and  six  nights  by  this  wreck,  her  com- 
mander telling  the  unfortunate  sufferers  all  the 
while  to  hold  on,  to  keep  the  vessel  afloat,  encour- 
aging them  with  the  assurance,  "  I  will  stand 
by  you  to  the  last."  Sir,  a  medal  to  such  a  man 
is  the  least  testimonial  which  you  can  give. 

Then,  we  also  propose  to  give  money;  and  I 
will  explain  the  object  of  that.  Some  of  the  sea- 
men, some  of  the  common  soldiers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  behaved  gallantly;  and  the  ob- 
ject of  appropriating  the  money  is  to  enable  the 
President  to  discriminate  and  reward  them  accord- 
ingly. But,  by  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  California,  you  give  medals  in  the  first  sec- 
tion, you  give  medals  in  the  second  section,  and 
jrou  give  nothing  but  medals.  He  proposes  to 
give  gold  medals,  and  silver  medals,  and  bronze 
medals,  and,  he  ou^ht  to  have  added,  "  all  kinds 
of  medals."  That  is  not  the  way  to  reward  dis- 
tinguished services;  it  is  turning  the  whole  thing 
into  a  burlesque.  Do  you  want  the  President  to 
eo  to  these  men  with  a  pack  of  medals  on  his 
back  ?  I  should  like  to  see  you  go  to  one  of  the 
Jack-Tars,  and  present  him  with  a  bronze  medal, 
and  tell  him,  "  this  is  the  way  the  nation  rewards 
you  for  an  oct  of  heroism."  What  would  he  do 
with  that  medal.'  Sir,  this  is  not  the  way  to  man- 
age a  thing  of  this  kind.  Here  are  three  men  who 
stand  out  prominently,  who  distinguished  them- 
selves on  thisoccasion.  Give  them  medals.  Then, 
if  you  go  further,  give  the  men  a  little  money — 
give  them  something  to  improve  their  condition — 
something  tangible  and  substantial — something 
which  will  be  of  value  to  them;  but  as  for  giving 
the  common  sailors  bronze,  and  silver,  ana  gold 
medals,  I  think  it  is  out  of  the  question.  I  should 
like  to  see  them  when  they  receive  them. 

Mr.  GWIN.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Illinois  receiveti  asword  for 


his  gallant  services  during  the  last  war.  He  re- 
ceived one  by  a  vote  of  Congress,  if  I  mistake  not, 
but  certainly  a  sword  was  presented  to  him.  1 
presume  when  he  received  from  his  country  a 
sword  as  a  recognition  of  his  gallant  services,  he 
valued  it  more  than  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury. 
It  is  not  the  worth  of  such  a  tiling  in  dollars  and 
cents;  it  is  the  testimonial  granted  loan  individual 
by  a  great  nation,  which  attaches  value  to  it. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  regard  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  Lucy  Thonipsun,  the  Senator  has 
not  staled  the  case  fairly;  because,  when  that  vessel 
came  up  with  the  Kilby  her  crew  were  in  a  si«te 
of  mutiny,  and  hud  proposed  to  run  her  ashore, 
which  would  have  resulted  in  the  inevitable  de- 
struction of  all  the  passengers  and  crew.  He  ex- 
hibited his  gallant  conduct,  as  the  officers  on  board 
told  me  personally,  as  much  as  any  of  the  other 
commanders. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  says  the  Captain  of  the 
Three  Bells  behaved  gallantly,  and  deserves  re- 
ward. He  has  been  rewarded  by  the  gratitude  of 
the  wholenation,  and  by  their  money.  The  peo-  i 
pie  have  paid  over  to  him  from  $6,0U0  to  $10,U()U 
m  money.  They  have  given  him  another  testi- 
monial which  will  live  as  long  as  the  latest  pos- 
terity. They  have  given  him  a  gold  medal,  infi- 
nitely more  valuable  to  him  than  the  money.  The 
people  have  already  rewarded  the  sailors.  They 
have  given  them  money.  From  $600  to  $1,000 
a  piece  has  been  distributed  to  them.  That  money 
has  been  raised  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  given  to  them.  TheGovernment  hasalready 
rewarded  the  owners  of  the  ships.  There  has 
been  more  than  $100,000  paid  by  the  people  and 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
services  rendered  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  on 
board  the  San  Francisco.  I  appreciate  the  ser- 
vices of  these  rescuers  as  highly  as  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  or  any  man  in  the  country,  but  1  be- 
lieve the  proper  plan  is  the  one  which  I  propose; 
and  that  is,  to  give  them  enduring  testimonials, 
such  as  any  man  who  has  an  American  heart  in 
his  bosom,  would  infinitely  prefer  to  money,  and 
which  he  would  preserve  and  hand  down  to  his 
posterity. 

I  have  as  high  an  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  these  officers  and  their  crews,  as  any  member 
of  the  Senate;  but,  sir,  there  is  one  thing  perfectly 
certain,  that  they  would  have  been  eternally  dis- 
graced if  they  had  not  done  just  what  they  did; 
they  would  have  been  driven  from  civilized  society 
if  they  had  acted  otherwise  than  as  they  did.  1 
appreciate  the  daring  which  they  exhibited,  and 
the  risk  which  they  ran,  regardless  of  their  own 
lives,  to  relieve  the  unfortunate  individuals  on 
board  that  ill-fated  vessel;  but  they  were  bound 
to  do  it.  If  they  had  gone  off  without  exhibiting 
proper  zeal  in  rescuing  those  individuals,  all  know 
what  reproach  woulil  have  been  cast  upon  the 
commanders  of  those  vessels  all  over  the  Union. 

I  am  in  favor  of  giving  to  those  officers  gold 
medals  just  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  proposes 
to  do;  but  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
already  given  them  money,  a  large  amount  of 
money.  1  am  not  for  paying  them  money  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the 
gold  medals  which  we  propose  to  give  them.  I 
have  also  given,  in  the  second  resolution  of  my 
amendment,  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  the  thanks 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  San  Francisco.  The  only  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  myself  is,  that  he  wishes 
to  give  these  men  money,  and  I  wish  to  give  them 
a  testimonial  in  theshapeof  medals,  leaving  it  dis- 
cretionary with  the  President  whether  they  shall 
be  of  gold,  silver,  or  bronze.  I  know  that  there 
are  bronze  medals  of  very  little  intrinsic  value 
which  cannot  be  bought  for  any  money;  for  they 
are  testimonials  of  a  great  Governmentto  individ- 
uals for  valuable  services  rendered.  Now,  I  think 
the  best  thing  we  can  do — the  people  of  the  United 
States  having  rewarded  in  money  these  persons 
for  their  services  which  they  have  rendered,  and 
the  Government  having  amply  paid  the  owners 
of  the  vessels  for  their  services — is  to  give  this 
testimonial. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  little 
doubtful  to  my  mind  how  far  the  Senator  from 
California  and  the  chairman  of  the  select  commit- 
tee really  disagree  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
would  express  their  gratitude  for  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  those  who  were  prominent  in  rescuing 
the' lives  of  the  officers  tthd  soldiers  from  this  un- 


fortunate wreck.  I  think  that  when  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  two  Senators  to  whom  I  have  referred 
shall  be  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  but  very 
little  difference  in  factexists  between  them.  How- 
ever much  difference  there  may  be  between  the 
views  presented  by  those  Senators,  their  resolu- 
tions may,  perhaps,  be  very  nearly  alike. 

Now,  sir,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee proposes  to  grant  medals  to  the  officers  of 
certain  vessels  that  rendered  distinguished  services 
which  are  therein  named.  It  also  proposes  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  amendment  submitted  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  California,  is  to  grant  medals  to  thecom- 
manding  officers  of  the  same  three  vessels  named 
in  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  and  one  other; 
and,  then,  the  Senator  from  California,  in  addi- 
tion, proposes  to  grant  medals  to  the  seamen,  to 
the  soldiers,  and  to  the  other  parties  engagetk  in 
that  transaction.  The  jointresolution  reported  by 
the  committee  does  not  limit  the  President  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  express  the 
gratitude  of  the  country  to  the  soldiers,  seamen, 
and  other  parlies,  besitles  the  officers  named.  It 
may  be,  therefore,  that  the  President  himself,  upon 
mature  consideration,  will  deem  it  advisable  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  country  by  granting 
medals  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  very  way  which 
the  Senator  from  California  proposes.  Hence 
there  is  no  limitation  upon  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent; the  manner  in  which  the  money  shall  be 
appropriated  is  submitted  to  him;  and  if  the  reso- 
lution of  the  committee  shall  be  adofited,  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  President,  if  he  shall  see 
fit,  to  adopt  precisely  the  same  rule  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  California  proposes  in  his  omendment. 

Now,  sir,  is  it  desirable,  is  it  advisable,  to  pre- 
scribe precisely  themi^deand  the  manner  in  which 
the  thanks  of  the  country  shall  be  expressed  to 
this  great  number  of  persons?  Allow  me  to  ex- 
press my  opinion,  and  to  give  my  belief,  that  it  is 
not  only  not  desirable  thus  to  limit  it;  but  that, 
as  expressing  the  commercial  spirit  of  the  nation, 
it  may  be,  and  probably  will  be  desirable,  in  many 
instances,  to  make  direct  appropriations  in  money, 
as  vastly  better  than  these  medals.  When  the 
dies  are  struck,  and  the  medals  are  delivered  to  the 
officers  of  these  vessels,  they  will  no  doubt  be  re- 
garded as  of  more  value  than  anything  which 
could  be  presented  to  them  in  money.  They  would 
be  regarded  as  being  granted  for  acts  of  heroism, 
which,  ]  will  say,  these  officers  have  nobly  per- 
formed; and  would  undoubtedly  be  more  gratify- 
ing than  any  other  expression  of  the  thanks  of 
the  country  which  could  be  made  to  them.  But 
this  would  not  be  so  with  another  class — those 
who  are  truly  the  representatives  of  the  commer- 
cial spirit  of  the  country.  They  would  expect  the 
compensation  which  commerce  itself  would  direct. 
And  it  might  be  better,  and  I  doubt  not  myself  the 
President  might — I  do  not  say  he  would — come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  as  representing  the  com- 
mercial feature  of  the  question,  it  would  be  desir- 
able, in  some  cases,  to  make  this  expression  of 
gratitude  in  dollars  and  cents  rather  than  in  medals. 
The  Government  was  directly  connected  with 
this  transaction,  and  it  was  brought  in  as  repre- 
senting, and  connecting  itself  with,  the  commer- 
cial aspect  of  the  question.  It  is  appropriate — in 
my  judgment,  it  is  highly  appropriate — that  the 
Government,  thus  connected  with  it,  should  do,  in 
the  commercial  aspect  of  the  case,  precisely  what 
your  citizens  have  done.  And  what  have  they 
done.'  Why,  sir,  from  no  other  motives  than 
those  of  a  general  character,  from  no  other  motive 
than  a  desire  to  induce  persons  whose  calling  is  to 
traverse  the  ocean,  to  render  assistance  in  similar 
cases,  our  merchants,  our  underwriters,  our  in- 
surance officers,  and  our  citizens  generally,  have 
contributed  largely,  purely,  and  solely  in  the  com- 
mercial view  of^  the  transaction.  Connected  as  the 
Government  was  with  this  question  in  that  point 
of  view,  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  equally  appropriate 
that  the  ()^vernment  also  should  contribute  in  that 
view,  as  well  as  by  giving  medals  to  the  officers. 
Still,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  Senators, 
"in  relation  to  this  matter,  whether  I  be  correct  in 
the  view  that  I  take  of  it  or  not,  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States  it  will  bean  open  question, 
and  it  will  be  for  him  to  determine,  after  a  full  ex- 
amination of  the  matter,  precisely  what  he  will 
do.  The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee, 
therefore,  submits  the  question  to  the  President, 
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leaving  it  to  him  to  detennin*,  without  any  restric- 
tions whatcTer,  and  leaving  him,  with  •uch  advice 
and  such  information  aa  he  can  get,  to  purauepre- 
ciaely  that  courM  which  be  eball  deem  to  be  beat 
and  most  appropriate. 

I  think  for  that,  if  for  no  otiftr  reason,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  should  be  sustained,  in  pref- 
erence to  the  amendment  which  has  been  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  California.  I  think  the  Gov- 
ernment owes  it  to  itself  and  to  these  men,  that 
there  should  be  an  appropriation  made  in  the  com- 
,  mercial  aspect  of  this  question,  as  apart  frotn  that 
which  is  a  mere  matter  of  tribute  to  the  officers, 
who  may  need  no  other  compensation  for  the  mer- 
itorious services  which  they  nave  performed .  But 
a  commercial  contribution  to  the  soldiers  and  to 
the  seomen,  who  may  have  lost  there  all,  is  more 
q>propriate,  or  is  quite  as  appropriate  to  a  certain 
extent,  as  would  be  the  bestowal  of  medals  in  all 
eoAs. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Maine  one  question.  He  arg:ueB  this  point 
as  though,  if  the  resolution  should  pass  in  the 
form  presented  by  the  committee,  it  would  be  dis- 
cretionary with  the  President  whatsum  he  should 
expend  (or  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  reso- 
lution. My  own  impression  is,  and  I  think  it  is 
consistent  with  usage,  that  the  President  will  con- 
sider himself  bound,  in  some  form  or  other,  to 
expend  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation 
among  the  persons  who  distinguished  themselves 
on  this  occasion.  If  the  resolution  be  so  amended 
as  to  leave  to  the  President  the  discretion  to  ex- 
pend such  sum  of  money  as  he  may  think 'proper, 
without  compelling  him  to  disburse  the  whole 
1100,000, 1  will  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  honorable  Senator  will 
perceive  that  that  is  the  language  of  the  resolution 
now.  The  President  is  to  disourse  the  sum  in 
any  way  that  he  may  think  proper,  to  the  per- 
sons best  entitled;  but  that  sum  is  in  no  case  to 
exceed  1100,000. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  That  does  not  at  all  answer 
my  question.  My  desire  is  to  know  whether  the 
President  will  not  consider  himself  bound, accord- 
ingto  established  usage,  to  distribute  this  sum  of 
f  100,000,  in  some  form  or  ether,  among  the  per- 
sons who  may  have  rendered  distinguished  ser- 
vices upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  second  section  of  the 
resolution,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  provides: 

"That  a  enni  not  ezceeding  9100,000  la  herebrappco- 
prtattd,  out  of  any  money  in  Uie  Treastuy  not  otberwiie 
appropnawd,  to  enable  the  Prealdent  to  reward,  In  rach 
maiiner  aa  he  may  deem  moat  approprlate,iheofficera  and 
ciewa  or  thoae  veseels  that  aided  in  the  reaone  of  the  inr- 
vtvon  of  aaid  wreck,  and  aucb  other  peraons  aa  dialin- 

Slahed  tbemaelvea  by  offleea  of  hamaniiy  and  heroism  on 
It  oecaalon  i  the  reward  to  be  proportionate  to  Ike  natnre 
of  the  eflbrti  made  and  the  merit  or  die  eervlcea  renderad, 
•o  fhr  aa  the  aame  can  jx  aacertoined. " 

I  will  state  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  very 
cheerfully  what  is  my  impression  of  the  matter. 
I  will  on^  say  that  1  have  never  known  an  ap- 
propriation made  by  Congress  where  a  maximum 
was  fixed,  where  the  executive  officer  has  not  al- 
ways adopted, the  maximum  in  administering  the 
law;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  myself,  that  the  Pres- 
ident would  deem  it  his  duty  to  expend  the  whole 
sum  approi^ted. 

Mr.  SLfDELL.  I  am  extremely  reluctant  to 
oppose  an  appropriation  of  this  sort;  but  I  cannot 
reconcile  it  to  myself  to  vote  the  public  money 
away  in  such  a  manner.  I  think  it  proper  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  should  not  only  give 
some  complimentary  expression  of  their  high  opin- 
ion of  such  a  transaction,  but  also  extend  some 
pecuniary  compensation  to  the  parties  who  were 
so  honorably  engaged  in  it;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that,  in  the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country, 
no  set  of  men  on  any  occasion  have  ever  been  so 
beneficently  rewarded  as  have  been  the  persons 
engaged  in  the  rescue  from  the  San  Francisco. 
Consult  tbs  annals  of  the  British  Government, 
which  has  always  been  extremely  liberal  in  such 
cases.  I  have  not  had  occasion  to  r fflr  to  them 
lately;  but  I  am  very  sure  that,  under  no  circum- 
stances, has  any  greater  reward  been  extended 
by  the  British  Government  towards  persons  who 
reaeued  its  citizens  from  shipwreck,  than  a  medal 
occasionally ;  and ,  in  one  instance,  I  believe,  ^1 ,000. 
Now,  we  are  told  that  in  this  case  |50,000 
bav*  been  already  diaburaed  by  the  Government; 
§60,000  have  been  distributed  among  the  officera 
and  crew  of  two  ships;  and,  I  bdieve,  some  |3,000 


have  been  given  for  some  complimentary  presents 
to  one  or  two  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

We  ought  to  look  forward.  These  things  are 
of  a  great  deal  of  interest.  I  do  not  aee  that  these 
people  are  entitled  to  call  upon  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  remuneration  in  this  caae, 
because  the  peraons  rescued  were  in  the  employ  of 
the  Government.  I  do  not  conceive  that  that  at 
all  changes  the  merits  of  the  caae.  Instances  of 
the  kind,  sir,  are  occurring  every  day.  It  was  not 
more  than  ten  or  fifteen  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  persons  who  were  rescued  from  the  Son  Fran- 
cisco, that  a  ship,  called  the  Henry  Grinnell,  ar- 
rived in  port,  having  saved  from  two  ships  some 
twenty  or  thirty  persons.  Now,  why  are  not  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Henry  Grinnell  entitled, 
in  some  degree,  not  to  the  same  extent,  to  some 
compensation  aa  much  aa  these  parties  ? 

It  appeara  to  me  that  the  proper  mode  is  to  pass 
some  general  law  on  the  subject.  I  think  it  is 
highly  proper,  under  all  circumstances,  to  com- 
pensate the  officers  of  the  vessel  by  whom  property 
IS  rescued,  for  their  benevolent  efforts,  and  to 
compenaate  the  officers  and  crew  who  expose  them- 
selves personally  for  the  purpose  of  saving  those 
who  are  shipwrecked.  I  think  we  ought  to  adopt 
some  general  law;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  this  resolution  will  introduce 
some  joint  resolution  or  bill  to  that  effect,  making, 
not  only  a  provision  for  this  case,  but  a  prospect- 
ive provision  for  all  coses  of  a  similar  character, 
I  shall  most  cheerfully  vote  for  it. 

In  order  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  substitute  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  California,  I  will  move  to  strike 
out  "  100,"  and  insert  "  30,"  so  as  to  make  the 
appropriation  f20,000.  That  will  be  sufficient  for 
all  the  purposes. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  shall  support  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  this  joint 
resolution;  and  the  only  regret  I  have  on  the  sub- 
ject is,  that  the  resolution  has  been  postponed  to 
so  late  a  day  as  this.  It  was  reported  upon  the 
6th  of  Februru^,  and  if  it  was  proper  at  all  to  pass 
it,  it  loses  much  of  its  grace  by  the  delay;  so  that 
I  muat  express  my  regret  that  the  vote  has  not 
been  taken  at  an  earlier  day. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  will 
permit  me,  I  will  set  him  right  on  that  point.  I 
acted  as  the  organ  of  the  committee  in  bringing 
forward  this  resolution  and  report.  I  endeavori^ 
to  have  it  called  up,  until  I  got  so  tired  that  I  had 
to  abandon  it.    I  came  very  near  losing  it  to-day. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  did  not  mean  to  accuse 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  producing  the 
delay  in  not  bringing  this  up  before. 

Mr.  GWIN.    Mr.  President— 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Florida 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Ihaveonmorethanoneoccasion 
been  charged  with  the  delay  in  this  matter.  It  was 
called  up  one  day  when  1  was  not  here.  I  was 
necessarily  absent  at  the  time,  and  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Sudell]  stated  that  I  desired  to  ba  { i 
present  when  it  was  considered,  and  that  I  was  pre-  ' 
pared  to  offer  a  substitute  for  the  resolution .  I  have 
always  been  ready  ever  aince,  and  was  ready  on 
the  first  day  that  the  joint  resolution  was  intro- 
duced, to  give  my  objections  and  my  reasons 
why  I  was  opposed  to  it.  It  has  never  been  de- 
laved  one  day,  on  my  account,  except  that  on 
which  I  was  absent. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    I  did  not  mean  to  say,  or 
to  indicate  in  any  way,  that  the  delay  has  been 
the  direct  result  of  any  gentleman.    I  only  ex- 
pressed my  regret  that  an  act  of  grace  of  this 
character  had  been  postponed.    Why,  sir,  what 
is  ihe  object  of  giving  a  reward  .of  this  character  ? 
What  is  the  philosopfay  of  the  proposition,  if  it  be 
not  to  stimulate  men  in  the  position  of  these  res- 
cuei«  to  go  out  under  similer  circumstances,  and 
perform  the  same  high  duty  ?    There  is  no  prop- 
erty at  stake  here.    There  was  no  fund  out  of 
which  the  persons  could  be  rewarded.    It  ia  the 
noblest  effort,  perhaps,  in  which  any  one  can  be  '  I 
engaged — the  salvation  of  life  under  such  circum- 1 ; 
stances  as  these;  and,  Mr.  President,  there  was  a  1 1 
moral  bravery  connected  with  this  act  which  may  1 1 
very  well  influence  us  in  our  action.    I  repeat,  |{ 
there  is  no  fUnd  here  out  of  which  compensation  •: 
can  be  made.    If  there  had  been  a  fund,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  rescuers  would 
have  obtained  a  far  greater  amount  of  compensa- 
tion than  that  which  the  select  committee  reported. 


In  one  case,  the  case  of  the  Britirii  frigate  Ycmm, 
salvage  was  awarded,  where  no  life  was  at  ataka, 
merely  for  the  salvation  of  property;  but,  sir, 
situated  as  we  are  here,  soon  to  be  the  largest  com- 
'mercial  Power  on  earth,  it  is  highly  important 
that  we  should  embrace,  not  that  we  should  loss, 
an  opportunity  to  show  our  readiness  to  rewwrd 
actions  of  this  kind.    In  speaking  of  the  moral 

freatness  of  the  transaction,  I  will  remind  the 
enate  that  there  have  been  two  or  three  expres- 
sions used  in  modem  naval  warfare  which  nave 
been  handed  down  to  posterity,  and  kindled  the 
hearts  of  those  who  were  called  to  engare  in  btttr 
tie.  You  recollect  distinctly  the  flag  which  Nel- 
aon  spread  out  before  his  fleet — "  England  expects 
that  every  man  will  do  his  duty."  You  recollect 
also  the  last  words  of  our  own  hero:  "  Don'tgive 
up  the  ship."  WAen  we  recollect  words  of  this 
kind,  and  see  how  they  spur  men  forward  to  acta 
of  bravery  under  all  circumstances  in  which  they 
may  be  placed,  we  ought  to  recollect  with  much 
pleasure  the  words  of  the  captain  of  the  Three 
Bells,  which  the  chaimia»of  the  committee  has  so 
well  described  in  his  report.  Finding  his  voice 
drowned  by  the  storm,  he  bade  the  men  to  mount 
the  rigging  and  give  them  three  cheers,  Uie  only 
indication  which  he  could  throw  out  that  he  wooM 
not  desert  the  wreck.  There  was  a  moral  great- 
ness in  that,  and  we  should  reward  it  in  a  suitable 
manner. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  haa 
spoken  of  the  extravagance  of  the  reward  pro- 

fosed.  Sir,  this  was  a  most  extraordinary  case, 
t  is  the  first  caae,  and  the  only  one  that  has  ever 
occurred  in  the  history  of  our  Government;  and, 
as  I  before  remarked,  as  the  first  commercial 
Power  on  earth,  who  have  more  tons  afloat  than 
any  other  nation,  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  upon 
us  to  show  ourselves  always  willing  to  induce 
men  to  go  out  when  no  certain  reward  can  poo- 
sibly  arise  from  the  property  saved,  in  order  to 
save  lives. 

The  Senator  from  California,  in  his  argument 
upon  the  subject,  seems  to  look  at  the  amount. 
Should  we  hesitate  about  the  amount  in  intereats 
of  this  kind  ?  Can  we  reward  these  men  at  all  ?  Can 
any  amount  that  we  can  reasonably  give  reward 
conduct  of  this  kind.'  Sir,  there  are  thousands 
of  men  upon  the  oceim  who  would  be  exceedingly 
happy  to  perform  the  service  for  nothing,  without 
hope  of  reward.  Their  generosity  would  lead 
them  to  do  it;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  reward  them. 

The  argument  is  also  adduced,  that  the  people 
have  come  forward  and  rewarded  these  parties. 
Is  that  any  reason  why  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  should  not  manifest,  in  its  capacity 
as  a  Government,  its  appreciation  of  this  conduct } 
No,  air.  If  it  be  any  argument  at  all,  it  is  a 
stronger  one  in  favor  of  the  proposition.  The 
people  themselves  have  spontaneously  set  an  ex- 
ample as  to  what  we  should  do.  Should  we  hesi- 
tate, as  a  Government,  to  acknowledge  the  pro- 
priety of  the  conduct  which  the  people  have  ap- 
proved ?  I  say  that  if  there  is  any  validity  in  the 
argument  at  all,  it  renders  it  more  mcumbent  upon 
the  Government  to  make  the  reward.  I  snoU 
have  no  hesitation  in  voting  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  move  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute of  the  Senator  from  California  by  inserting: 

That  the  President  be  authorised  to  apptoprisie  a  sam 
not  azeeediiit  930,000. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  second  section,  I  bcltere, 
authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  State*  to 
give  medals  to  the  different  partiea,  and  to  pay  for 
them  out  of  any  money  in  tneTreaaury  not  other- 
wise appropriated.  The  Senator  can  attain  his 
object  by  adding  a  proviso  that  this  sum  shall 
not  exceed  |a0,000. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  offer  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  in  the  following  form: 

And  ihat  such  an  amount  of  money,iiotexoeediog0n,M', 
aa  may  be  neceaiary  to  carry  out  the  object  of  Ihe  raaote- 
tion,  be,  and  the  aame  ia  hereby,  approprialsd  out  of  say 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  oiherwiae  appropriated. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  am  willing  to  accept  that. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  the  amendment  wOl 
not  be  agreed  to.  After  we  have  seen  the  expres- 
sions and  manifestations  of  gratitude  which  nava 
been  given  by  the  citizens  ofthe  United  States  to 
these  meritorious  men,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it 
would  be  much  more  satisfiictory  to  the  psopl« 
that  we  should  award  nothing  at  all,  than  that  we 
should  differ  upon  the  mm ,  and  eat  it  down  fhnit 
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$100,000  ti)  $20,000.  These  men  are  enlitled  to 
BOcne  reward,  to  some  acknowledgment  from  the 
country,  or  they  are  not.  They  are  entitled  to 
some  reward  from  the  Government,  or  they  are 
not.  There  is  no  one  here  or  elsewhere  who  will 
maintain  that  a  higher  act  of  heroism  in  civil  life 
has  ever  occurred,  or  can  ever  occur.  Such  an 
act,  then,  deserves  acknowledgment.  The  very 
nature  of  the  tran.'^action  itself  is  an  evidence  of  its 
merit;  and  all  civilized  nations  regard  services  of 
this  kind  as  magnanimous,  heroic,  and  worthy  of 
reward.  It  is  a  principle  of  maritime  law  that  he 
who  shall  venture  his  life,  or  even  his  property,  at 
sea,  in  tempests  and  storms,  to  protect  the  prop- 
erty of  another,  much  more  to  protect  the  life  of 
one  or  of  many,  is  entitled  to  what,  under  other 
circumstances,  would  be  called  an  extravaijant  re- 
ward. The  law  divides,  by  way  of  salvage,  the 
whole  value  of  the  properly  saved,  between  the 
original  owner  and  those  who  saved  it  from  de- 
struction. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  to 
make  a  special  acknowledgment,  as  it  is  agreed  on 
all  hands  it  should,  of  this  great  act,  the  sum- 
which  that  acknowledgment  shall  cost  is  to  be 
fixed  with  reference  to  our  position  and  character 
not  less  than  with  refeience  to  the  greatness  and 
heroism  of  the  transaction  itself.  In  regard  to  the 
first,  I  need  not  say  to  Senators  that  we  have  to 
sustain  a  character  which  we  are  perhaps  too 
proud  in  claiming,  as  not  inferior  to  any  other 
commercial  or  political  power  on  earth.  Then 
the  next  consideration  is  the  greatness  and  hero- 
ism of  the  transaction  itself,  ns  compared  with 
Othersofasimilar  nature;  and  on  this  subject  lam 
■ure  that  there  is  a  unanimous  agreement,  that  the 
history  of  naval  and  maritime  afTnirs  presents  no 
transaction  in  which  more  devoted,  persevering, 
self-denying  hardships  were  undergone,  from  mo- 
tives of  mere  benevolence  and  humanity,  timn  in 
this  case.  Then  with  reference  to  the  effect  of 
this  proceeding  as  an  example,  by  way  of  encour- 
•gementto  similar  deeds  of  heroism.  If  the  amount 
is  to  be  restricted,  it  must  be  wholly  through  fear 
that  some  evil  will  come  from  this  legislation  as  a 
precedent?  Now,  is  any  man  afraid,  by  appro- 
printing  $100,000  to  signalize  the  public  appre- 
ciation of  conduct  sucli  as  that  which  elicits  this 
reward,  that  we  shall  encourage  too  bold,  too 
heroic,  too  disinterested  conduct,  in  cases  of  peril 
and  shipwreck,  on  the  part  of  American  seamen, 
or  of  seamen  throughout  the  civilized  world?  Cer- 
tainly not.     There  is  no  danger  of  that. 

I  repeat,  sir,  if  we  are,  by  a  special  act  of  this 
kind,  to  show  our  appreciation  of  such  conduct, 
it  should  be  coramen.surate  with  the  greatness  of 
the  transaction  itself.  I  am  sure  that  if  such  a 
proposition  had  been  made  when  the  intelligence 
of  the  disaster  and  the  partial  salvage  first  reached 
the  Capitol,  there  is  no  man  who  would  have  been 
for  cutting  down  the  appropriation  then  to  $90,000. 
We  have  no  claim  of  property  now  to  settle.  We 
owe,  practically,  no  dfbts.  We  have  e  large  sur- 
plus in  our  Treasury.  We  are  rich.  We  are 
strong;  and  a  Government  which  has  no  use  for 
its  surplus  funds,  except  to  buy  up  its  own  per- 
fectly safe  bonds  at  an  advance  of  fifteen  cents  on 
a  dollar,  ought  to  make  a  liberal  reward  for  bene- 
fits conferred  by  others  at  the  peril  of  the  property 
and  lives  of  those  who  confer  them,  or  itought  not 
to  make  a  mockery  of  the  virtue  of  gratitude  at 
all.  Let  us,  then,  sustain  our  own  character, and 
encourage  our  own  seamen,  and  those  of  all  na- 
tions, to  emulate  the  achievements  of  the  saviors 
of  those  who  were  perishing  on  the  wreck  of  the 
San  Francisco. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment;  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resuUed — yeas  16,  nays  21;  as  follows: 

VE  AS— MouBfii.  Atdiinon,  Butter,  riay.  Dawson,  Dn<)«! 
of  fiiwa,  Evnn»,  Fitzpalriolt,  Gwin,  Hiiiilnr,  Norris,  Pralt, 
RiMk.  .«4-bii-lian,  Stidilt,  Toombs,  and  Williams— 16. 

NAV'S_M<"»«r«.    Alteon,   nailaer.   Hell,   Rriijhl,  Brown, 

Cooper,  Everett,  Fith,  Foni.  Gever,  fl.mitin,  Jom-nof  (owa, 

MaJlorj',  Piliii.  Pewiird,  Sliiel,^.  .'^luart.  Sunnier,  Thoniii- 

•un  nf  Kentuciiy,  Wa.le,  and  VVriglit— -Jl. 

So  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BRIGIir,  subsequent  to  the  declaration 
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of  the  vote,  explained  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
vote  for  the  smallest  sum,  and  hence  that  his  vote 
should  be  recorded  in  the  atKrmative. 

Mr.GWIN.  I  move  to  strike  out  "S100,000," 
and  insert  "<&.50,000,"  and  on  that  amendment  I 
ask  for  the  yens  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  21,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atohison,  nriglit,  nutter,  Clay.  Daw- 
son, Evans,  FilKpnlhck,  tJeyer,  Gwin,  Hunter,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Norris,  Pearcc,  I'ellit,  Pratl,  Rusk,  Sel»aslian, 
Slidell,  Tliompson  of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  and  Williams 

—at. 

NAYS — Mossri.  .Mien,  Badzer,  Hell,  Brown,  Cooper, 
Everett,  Fisli,  Font,  Hamlin,  iMallnry,  Seward,  Shields, 
Stuart,  Sumner,  Wade,  and  Wriglit— 16. 

So  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
as  amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
On  the  question  of  ordering  the  resolution  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Toombs  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays; and  they  were  ordered;  and 
being  taken,  resuUed — yeas  21,  nays  16;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Bell,  Ch-ase,  Cooper, 
Everett,  Fish,  Foot,  (;eyer,  Hamlin,  Jones  ol*  Tennessee, 
Mallory,  Pearce,  Rusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Stuart,  Sumner, 
Tliomption  of  Kentucky,  Wade,  and  WriL'tit — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alelitson,  Briuht,  Brown,  Biiller,  Clay, 
Dawson,  Evans,  Fitzpairick,  Hnnler.  Norris,  Petlit,  Pratt, 
Sebuslinn,  Slidell,  Toombs,  and  Williams — 16. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  lo  con- 
sider the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  Department,  and  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian 
tribes,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  185.5;  which 
had  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  we  shall  get  along 
faster,  if  the  Secretary  will  read  all  the  amend- 
ments, and  if  there  be  any  to  which'any  Senator 
excepts,  he  can  name  it,  and  ask  for  a  separate 
vote  upon  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Stuabt.) 
If  there  be  no  objection,  that  course  will  be  pur- 
sued. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  as 
follows:  To  insert — 

For  pay  of  five  Indian  siib-acenls,  for  Califomis,  at  an 
annual  salary  n($\  ,51K)  each,  .f7,!il<U ; 

For  pay  of  four  Indian  sub  agents  In  Oregon  Territory, 
at  an  annual  salary  of  ,41,0041  each,  .^4,(KI0; 

For  pay  of  two  Indian  sub  affi;iits  in  Washinglon  Terri- 
tory, at  an  annual  salary  of  .51,(H)0  eaeh,  .ta.lXJO; 

For  pay  of  ihree  Indian  ajrenis  in  Wasiiineion  Territory, 
for  six  months,  endinc  June  Hll,  iy.'>4,  ^i,^irt(\ ; 

For  pay  of  two  Indian  sub  agents  in  Wa^hineton  Tenri- 
lory,  for  six  mnnllis,  endin;  June  3il.  I  KM,.;  I. (Kill; 

For  pav  of  six  interpreters  t'or  the  Indian  uibes  in  Wash- 
inKIon  Territory,  53,00(1 ; 

For  pay  of  six  inti^prelers  for  the  Indian  tribes  in  Wash- 
ington Territory,  for  six  months,  ending  June  30,  lKi4, 
$\  .,100 ; 

^or  ereciinp  buildings  for  Indian  agents  In  Wasbingion 
Territory,  jJ-VOO  ; 

For  the  reappropriation  for  expenses  of  the  removal  of 
Ihe  Catawba  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  of  settling  and  subsisting  them  one  year  in  their  new 
homes,  provided  that  a  home  shall  lirst  be  obtained  for  them, 
and  Uiat  they  shall  be  removed  only  witii  Uieirown  con- 
sent, .$6,000. 

In  the  clause: 

For  payment  lo  the  Chickasaw  nation  in  full  of  the  ex- 
pensea  of  their  commissioners  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of 
June  22,  1852,  $l,0«0, 

—to  strike  out  "June  22,   1852,  $1,000,"   and 
insert: 

— the  S3d  of  June,  1833,  u  ptipalnled  in  the  nintb  article  of 
■aid  treaty,  9l,.'i00. 

In  the  following  clause  to  strike  out  "28th" 
and  insert  "29th:" 

Foi  eighleenlh  of  twenty  installments  for  the  purchase  of 
provisions,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  '26Ul  of  July,  1837,  .$2,000. 

In  the  following  clause  toslrike  out  "  thirteen" 
and  insert  "thirteenth:" 

For  thirteen  of  iwenly-flve  installments  for  Ihe  purchase 
of  provisions  and  tobacco,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  arucle 
of  Ihe  treaty  ofUie  4Ui  of  October,  lata,  $13,000. 


In  the  following  clause  to  strike  out  "  eighteen" 
and  insert  "  eighteenth:" 

For  eighteen  of  twenty  installments  for  iron  and  steel  for 
8hop.s.  sitpulated  in  the  thirteenth  ariicleof  the  treaty  of  the 
24th  of  March,  1832,  $H0. 

To  insert  the  following: 

For  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Navajos,  pursu- 
ant lo  the  reiiuiremenls  of  tlie  tenth  arUcIc  of  Uie  treaty  of 
Scplcmlier  9lli,  1849,  $5,000. 

in  the  following  clause  to  strike  out  "37lh"and 
insert  "  20ih:" 

For  Interest  In  be  paid  aa  annuity,  on  $300,000,  at  six  per 
cent,  per  aiiniim,  stipulated  in  Ihe  resolution  of  the  Senate 
oflhcaTlh  of  .May,  1836,  ,*ia,UOO. 

In  the  following  clauses  to  strikeout  "eighteen" 
and  insert  "  eighteenth:" 

For  eiKliieen  nf  twenty  itisiallmentB  as  annuiiy  in  gonda, 
stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Uie  i^ih  of 
Seplembi'r,  1837,  Slll.Oon ; 

For  eighteen  of  twenty  installmenta  for  tlie  purchase  of 
medicines,  agririiltural  implenienls,  and  slock,  and  for 
support  of  farmers,  physicians,  and  blacksmilh,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  29lh  of  September, 
1837,  SS,2.W. 

In  the  following  clauses  to  strike  out  "third" 
and  insert"  fourth,"  and  strikeout  "  of  interest:" 

For  third  of  filty  installments  of  interest,  at  the  rale  of  five 
per  centum,  on  ;$I,,160,UU0,  stipulated  in  Ihe  liiurth  article 
ofthe  treaty  oflhe  93d  of  July,  IMI,  .*Jfi8,00fl  ; 

For  Ihird  of  fifty  install nts  of  interest,  nt  the  rale  of 

five  per  centum,  ,9112,000,  being  tile  ninouitt  in  lieu  of  tlie 
reservation  seta|iart  in  the  third  article  per  Senate's  amend- 


ment lo  treaty,  i3ii  July,  IHjl,  S.'>,fi00; 

For  Ihird  of  fitly  iiislallnienis  of  interest,  at  Ihe  rate  of 
five  per  centum, on  ^l,1(;o,000,siipul.'ited  in  tliefoiirlti  arti- 
cle of  Ihe  treaty  of  the  5th  of  Aii|{iisl.  18.'tI,.i(.'»H,00fl  ; 

For  third  of  liHy  installuienls  of  interest,  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  centum,  on  j^O.OOO,  beiiij;  the  amount  allowed  in 
lii'ii  of  the  reservation  of  lands  set  afiarl  by  the  Ihird  ailicle 
per  Senate's  amendment  to  treaty  of  5lti  of  August,  1851, 
$3,4.iO. 

To  insert  the  following: 

For  payment  to  Thompson  Connoly  and  James  Connoly, 
children  of  John  Connoly,  deceased,  .^200. 

Stockbrulgea — For  the  removal  of  ilic  Slockbridgc  In- 
dians to  Ihe  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  which 
has  been  selected  for  and  approved  by  Ihein,  and  for  sub- 
Piiistence  fur  one  year,  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  241h  November,  1848,  |J7,000. 

Ut'tks. — For  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Utahs, 
pursuant  to  the  rei]uireinents  of  the  eighUl  article  of  the 
treaty  of  December  30,  1849,  §5,000. 

In  the  following  clause  to  strike  out  "twenty- 
six"  and  insert  "  Iwenty-sixth:" 
;  For  twenty-six  of  thirty  installments  as  annuity,  stipulated 
in  Ihe  second  article  ofthe  treaty  of  ttie  Isl  of  August,  1829, 
818,000. 

In  the  following  clause  to  insert  before  "  treaty" 
the  words  "  fifth  article  of  the:" 

For  twenty-third  of  twenty-seven  instflllmepu  for  pay  of 
two  physicians,  siipiilaled  ill  the  treaty  of  the  15lh  of  Sep- 
tember, 1832,  ,9400; 

To  insert  the  following: 

For  the  expenses  of  holding  a  council  wilh,  and  making 
presents  of  goods  and  provisions  lo,  Ihe  BInckfeet,  Gros- 
veiitres,  and  other  wild  tribes  of  Indians,  immediately 
within  or  adjacent  to  Ihe  eastern  boundary  of  Washington 
Territory,  .e  100,000. 

To  strike  out  of  the  following  clause  the  words 
"and  farming  to  the  lands,"  and  insert  "to  th* 
bands." 

For  the  cxponwiofmnking  presents  of  nsricullural  imple- 
ments niul  farining  to  the  Inndu  of  Pueblo  InrliaiiR,  in  Ihe 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  .^Ul.OOO :  Pryri.ierf,  Thftl  Ihe 
Secrt-lRry  ofthe  Interior  may,  if  in  Ilia  discretion  the  public 
interectN  require  it,  be  authorizeil  lo  uftc  any  pnrt  of  Ihc  ap- 
propriiitinna  herein  made  for  making  treaties  in  Oregon, 
Wn^hinston,  Ulflh,  and  New  Mexico,  and  forholdiii:*  coun- 
cil»  at  Fort  Renton,  prior  to  the  commeiicemeDtofthe  next 
I  fiscal  year. 

To  insert  the  following: 

For  adjustingdifiiculiiesand  preventing  outbreaks  among 
the  Indiansin  Oregon  Territory,  Slf»*M'i 

For  general  incidental  expenses  of  the  Indian  service  in 
Oiegou  Terriiory.  *Ui,0()0 ; 

For  ceii^il  inciJeiiial  e.vpensei!  of  Ihe  Indian  service  in 
Wa.-!hini.'lnn  Terriifiry,  .•JlS,00r) ; 

For  ceneral  incidental  eTpensea  of  the  Indian  service  in 
the  Tirriiory  of  New  Mexic",  .«i3»,00<>j 

For  general  incidental  expenseB  of  the  Indian  iervice  ia 
Ihe  'i'erritory  of  l.'mh,  .f^iNWiO  j 

For  general  incid'nial  expenses  of  the  Indian  service  in 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  during  Ihe  year  ending  June  30, 1854, 
§10,000; 

I'or  gf-neral  iiicideiilB)  expenses  in  the  Indian  service  in 
Washincion  Territory,  for  six  months,  ending  June  30, 
\ti:^\,  .>V.O(K) ; 

For  payment  of  balanceduc  for  iranJ^portaUon  of  presents, 
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(DOds,  and  provlilaiM,  to  die  Ctoiancbcs,  Kiowmyi,  and 
otiier  Indian*  on  ihe  Arkanaai  ilrer,  #>,9u0 ; 


aiei 

•4,1 


To  pay  for  ceriain  foodi  borrowed  by  l«ie  »t*«t  •>•  8, 
Wairous,  to  fulflll  treaty  etIpulatiniM  witb  Ibe  Ctaippewaa, 
to  be  replaced  out  nt  anouity  gooda,  but  which,  with  the 

ency  building,  were  eonanmed  by  Are,  In  May,  1653,, 

,138  («;  • 

For  payment  to  the  Winnebago  nation  of  Indians  or  cer- 
tain unexpended  balances  nf  appropriations  under  various 
Ireniies,  ou  account  of  annuities,  edacanon,  provisions, 

goodo,  fcc.,«40,om  e»i 

For  payment  of  balance  found  due  the  Creek  Indians  for 
losses  sustained  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  by  that 
portion  of  the  tritw  who  were  friendly  to,  and  cooperated 
witb,  the  United  Slates,  In  addition  to  the  appropriation  of 
the  Wtb  of  August,  I85«,  99S8  lU ; 

For  payment  to  certain  Creek  Indians  for  their  Individual 
reserves,  sold  with  the  spprotiatinD  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  the  year  1841,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Ankirs 
having  received  the  consideration  for  the  use  of  snid  I  ndians 
in  certlflcales  of  deposit  on  the  Planters'  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Columbus,  Oeocgia,  which  fbiling,  while  said  cer 
tiflcaiee  were  In  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  became 
lost  to  said  Indians,  99,«a0; 

For  tlie  second  and  third  of  ten  installments  of  provisions 
and  merchandise,  in  addilinn  to  former  appropriations,  for 
puymaai  of  abnaiUea  and  tmnsponatlaa  of  sane  to  certain 
tribes  of  Indians,  per  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  at  Fort 
Lanmie,  of  17th  of  September,  1851, 934,000; 

For  the  (burth  of  ten  installmenu  in  provisions  and  mer- 
chandise, fbr  payment  of  annuitiee  and  transportation  of 
the  same  to  certain  tribea  of  Indians,  per  seventh  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  of  17lb  of  September,  1851, 
97^000. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  think  we  ought  to  hav*  loine 
explanation  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Ptnance  in  regard  to  the  amendment  propoiine 
to  appropriate  |lOO,000  for  treaties  with,  luio 
preaenia  to,  the  wild  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  Washington  Territonr.  I  do 
not  remember  that  any  of  these  tribes  of  Indians 
are  on  this  side  the  Rocitv  Mountains,  and  the 
$100,000  is  proposed  to  oe  appropriated,  as  I 
understand  by  reading  the  amendment,  merely 
for  treating  with  them.  Now,  sir,  if  it  was  pro- 
posed to  appropriate  for  treating  with  the  Indians 
anywhere  connected  with  the  present  settlement 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  was  necessary  to  send 
an  expedition  andasquadron  ofhorae  or  infantry 
to  accompany  commissioners  to  treat  with  them, 
and  for  the  transportatioa  of  supplies,  I  can 
readily  see  that  it  would  be  very  costly;  but  upon 
no  ground  that  I  kitow  of,  or  can  conceive  of, 
except  one,  is  there  any  utility  in  makine  these 
treaties  at  all;  and  that  one  is,  if  it  shoulcTbe  as- 
certained that  the  northern  route  surveyed  b]^ 
Governor  Stevens  should  be  the  proper  one  for  the 
construction  of  the  Pacific  railroad.  If  that  is  an 
ascertained  fact,  I  can  see  some  propriety  in  this; 
but  I  have  not  yet  understood  that  it  has  been  as- 
certained that  that  route  is  a  practicable  one  at  all. 
1  am  not  opposed  to  an  appropriation,  or  even  a 
bill,  if  one  were  iotroducea  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion of  lands,  and  to  give  the  aid  of  this  Govern- 
ment, so  far  as  it  is  proper  to  do  it,  for  the  con- 
strtiction  of  the  road;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  an  appropriation  in  advance  of  the  facts,  which 
are  important  to  be  ascertained.  For  what  other 
purpose  do  you  want  to  treat  with  these  Indians 
except  that?  They  are  a  thousand  miles  removed 
from  any  white  settlement  on  either  side  of  the 
Rocky  Mounuins.  I  think  that  item  ought  to 
be  excepted  from  the  general  vote,  so  that  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
may  give  a  full  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  proposition  has  notbii^ 
to  do  with  a  route  for  a  railroad.  The  design  is 
to  prevent  wars  among  the  Indians,  and  to  secure 
peace  to  the  emigrants  passing  over  the  countrj. 
The  estimate  of  Governor  Stevens  was  not  quite 
so  large  as  is  now  asked  for  by  the  Department, 
bat  it  was  found  that  the  furnishing  of  provisions 
to  the  tribes  would  amount  to  some  (35,000  or 
^7,000.  That  is  an  expense  of  less  than  five  dol- 
lars per  head.  This  includes  not  only  the  expense 
of  feeding  them  when  thev  are  got  together — 
and  Governor  Stevens  bad  a  eonferencs  at  Fort 
Gibson  with  some  of  them — but  the  distribution 
of  presents  among  them  to  keep  the  peace,  not 
only  with  r^rd  to  one  another,  but  in  regard  to 
the  whites.  It  Is  staled  that  the  assurAicee  which 
Governor  Stevens  gave  them  have  already  been  of 
aome  use  in  keeping  the  Blackfeet  in  peace.  It  is 
proposed  now  to  collect  a  great  many  of  the  In- 
dians, not  only  west,  but  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains, and  to  havaa  conference  to  secure  the 
peace  of  the  country.  I  have  here  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Indian  Department  upon  which  the 
estimate  is  founded. 

Mr.  BELL.    I  only  wantad  th«  ri>i>inn«n  of 


the  committee  to  state  the  facts.  I  deny  that  there 
is  any  line  of  communication  over  that  part  of  the 
country.  There  is  no  route  over  which  the  emi- 
grants pass  that  I  know  of,  or  that  1  ever  heard 
of.  I  imagine  that  the  whole  appropriation  is  pred- 
icated on  the  idea  that  we  ought  to  have  a  rail- 
road constructed  there.  Take  that  away,  and  I 
can  see  no  possible  ground  for  the  appropriation. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  Indians  themselves, 
we  know  that  they  will  fight.  We  have  been 
making  treaty  after  treaty  with  the  Sioux.  That 
does  not  prevent  them  mavsacreing  each  other, 
and  the  neighboring  tribes,  and  from  eiigagine  in 
regular  wars  with  tnem.  1  can  see  no  use  what- 
ever in  the  appropriation,  unless  it  has  reference 
to  the  project  which  I  have  stated.  If  that  be  as- 
certained and  established  to  be  a  practicable  route, 
I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  estimate  has  no  refer- 
ence to  that  route.  I  believe  Governor  Stevens 
states  that  he  did  find  a  wagon  route  that  would 
answer  for  emigrants,  but  that  is  a  minor  consid- 
eration. The  object  for  which  the  appropria- 
tion is  asked  is  to  keep  the  peace  between  the 
Indians,  prevent  inroads  into  the  Territory ,  and 
their  attacking  the  emigrants  and  each  other.  It 
has  been  thought  that  the  policy,  to  some  extent, 
of  feeding  and  making  presents  to  the  Indians,  in- 
stead of  making  war  with  them,  is  not  only  more 
humane,  but  in  the  end  more  economical. 

Mr.  BELL.  We  have  had  no  wars  witb  them, 
nor  they  with  us. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
We  shall  be  called  upon  for  a  pretty  heavy  ap- 
propriation for  wars  with  one  of  the  tribes  of 
Indians.  I  am  told  that  a  very  small  amount 
expended  in  presents  would  have  prevented  them. 

Mr.  BELL.    One  of  these  tribes } 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Not  one  of  these  tribes;  but 
in  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  BELL.  That  m  a  different  region  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  is  mistaken  in 
that.  The  council  will  comprehend  tribea  not  only 
east  but  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  com- 
prehends the  Blackfeet,  who,  as  I  understand, 
range  on  both  sides,  and  are  troublesome  on  both. 
It  is  the  design  to  have  the  Indians  on  both  sides 
included.  If  the  Secretary  will  read  what  Gov- 
ernor Stevens  says,  the  Senator  will  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  grounds  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  do  not  pretend  to  make  any  fat- 
ther  opposition  to  it. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows!  from  a  commu- 
nication of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiura: 

"  His  Eicellency  Isaac  I.  Stevens,  on  his  recent  explo- 
ration of  a  northern  route,  reports  that  he  met  with  a  most 
friendly  reception  by  all  the  Indian  tribe*  wtaicli  he  ancoun- 
tered ;  yet  alter  consultation  with  agent  Vaugban  and  Mr. 
Culbensoo,  a  gentleman  long  resident  among  these  Indiana, 
and  on  account  of  the  well  known  warlike  character  and 
hostile  feeling  of  aome  of  the  tribes  located  SB  the  east  and 
west  aides  of  the  eaatem  range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  ha 
esteems  it  w  eessary  Ibat  a  cnuneii  be  held  with  all  the 
tribea  in  that  vicinity  not  parties  to  ihe  treaty  of  Port  Lara- 
mie, for  the  purpose  of  coiieiliatitig  them  by  means  of  pres- 
ents of  goods  and  provisions,  and  that  the  council  be  held 
during  the  coming  summer  at  Fort  Beaton,  oo  Ibe  Upper 
Miaanuri. 

"  For  accomplisliing  this  purpose  Governor  Stevens  esti- 
maiea  that  f3u,000  woold  be  required  for  presents  and 
tiansporution ;  fS,OM  Ibr  provisions;  $15,900  for  incidental 
expenses ;  and  f  10,000  to  enable  a  number  of  chiefs  of  the 
principal  uibes  to  visit  the  President  of  the  United  Suies. 

"  The  trilws  which  he  proposes  to  Invite  to  tlw  council 
are  the  Orosventres,  Pegans,  Bloods,  and  Blackfeet,  east  of 
the  mountain  range,  and  all  Ibe  tribea  west  of  ihe  same 
range  witb  whom  ibcy  are  at  varisnoe.  Agent  Vangtaaa, 
in  bis  annual  report,  also  urgently  recommends  that  a 
treaty  similar  to  tiie  treaty  at  Fort  Laramie  be  made  with 
the  (jrosventres  and  the  Black<^eet  tribes.  He  estimates  the 
Blackfeet  nation  to  number  aboiil  10,800,  and  the  Orosven- 
tres 3,780. 

"  Governor  Stevens  estimates  the  Blaeklket  aatinn,  em- 
bracing the  Pegan,  Blood,  and  Blackfeet  tribes,  at  14,400, 
and  Mr.  Culbertson  at  14,000. 

"  Their  number,  heieiolbre,  baa  generally  been  estimated 
as  much  greater,  which  Is  doubtless  to  be  aocrlbed  la  their 
raving,  bold,  and  warlike  character. 

'i  Aasuming,  Itaen,  Uiat  Uie  number  is  about  14,000,  and 
the  Gmevenlres  3,780,  Ibe  number  of  Indians  in  tbe  tilbea 
west  of  Ibe  mountain  range,  which  tjovernor  Stevens  pro- 
poses to  Invite  to  tbe  cnoncil,  may  probably  be  staled  al 
6,000  to  10,000,  which  will  make  Ihe  census  of  the  tribes  In 
be  invited  to  the  council  and  farnisbed  with  presenls,il5,0a0 
10  97,000. 

■*  Governor  Stevens  estimates  that  there  would  be  needed 
atmut  one  hundred  tons  of  transportation ;  and  assuming 
this  to  be  about  the  correct  amount.  In  view  of  the  remote- 
ness of  the  points  of  delivery,  and  tbe  danipirs  of  tbe  navi- 
gatioa  oftbe  Miasoori  river,  and  also  becaoaa  pretents  are 
pmposea  to  be  mode  to  tbe  I  ndians  of  so  many  and  so  pop- 
ubHis  oaiioa*,  I  am  led  Is  believe  Uial  Ibe  estlBaU  made 


by  Governor  SlevelM  Ibr  goods,  provisions  and  transporta- 
tion, is  too  low,  and  thai  If  Ibe  council  Is  to  be  heldaapro- 
po>ied,  a  supply  of  goods  and  pmvtsinns  should  he  distribu- 
ted to  the  Indians  more  pleniifully  than  Ibnda  totheamouat 
of  his  estimate  would  procure. 

"  I  hiive,  therefore,  to  state  my  approbation  oftbe  propo- 
sition of  Governor  Stevens  in  respect  to  the  council,  and  to 
recommend  that  an  appropriation  beanked  for, of  $100,000, 
to  be  placed  at  the  di^poital  of  (he  Deparin>ent,  for  tbe  ex- 
penses of  holding  a  council  with,  and  making  presents  of 
goods  and  pruvisions  In,  the  Blackfeet,  Grosventres,  and 
other  wild  trilies  of  Indians,  immediately  williln,  or  adja- 
cent to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Washington  Ti-rritnry.and 
to  del  ray  the  ex  pense  of  c«mveylng  a  delegation  oftbe  ebiejfc 
of  those  Uibes  to  Wosbiiigtoaclty." 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
stated  that  the  amount  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment is  greater  than  Governor  Stevens  recom- 
mends.   What  did  he  recommend  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  About  |G0,000.  I  think  the 
communication  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Aflfairs  states  the  reason  why  it  ia  proposed  to 
increase  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Governor  Stevens  takes  a 
large  and  comprehensive  view  of  these  matters; 
and  I  suggest  that  he  would  recommend  all  that 
was  desirable  in  this  case.  I  think  the  estimate 
which  he  gives  would  be  quite  as  large  as  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  Senate  should  paes.  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  there  is  any  great  pressing  necea- 
sity  at  this  time  for  concluding  treaties  of  peace 
with  the  Indians  between  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Washington  in 
which  there  is  any  settlement.  Certainly  one  con- 
sequence of  this  appropriation  will  be  a  large 
array  of  Government  officers.  It  will  lead  to 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  being  paid  to 
Indian  agents  and  sub-agents.  I  think,  therefore, 
it  will  be  better  to  limit  it,  at  all  events,  to  tb* 
amount  proposed  by  Governor  Stevens. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  suggest  that  the  question  first  be  taken  on 
such  amendments  as  are  not  objected  to;  and  then 
it  would  be  in  order  to  amend  the  amendment  to 
which  reference  is  now  made.  If  desired,  the  ques- 
tion will  now  be  taken  on  all  the  amendments 
except  that  one. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  they  were  agreed 
to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  now  upon  the-amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  have  no  objection  to  tb« 
reduction.  I  do  not  care  about  the  sum.  I  bar* 
followed  the  estimate  of  the  Indian  Department. 
I  believe  it  is  important  that  something  should  bs 
appropriated,  because  these  tribes  have  been  in- 
vited to  meet  in  council.  They  will  meet  there  in 
great  numbers;  and  if  there  is  not  provision  road* 
for  them,  there  will  be  a  difficulty. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  1  move  to  amend  tbe  amend- 
ment by  inserting  in  place  of  "  j|100,000"  th« 
amount  which  Governor  Stevens  estimates  for. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the  ques- 
tion is  on  striking  out  *'  ^00,000"  and  inserting 
"$80,000." 

Tbe  amendment  to  tbe  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
is  right,  I  do  not  think  there  should  be  any  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  indicated  by  the  amend- 
ment. If,  aa  he  says,  the  tribes  for  whom  it  ia 
proposed  to  make  an  appropriation,  are  not  within 
a  thousand  miles  of  any  white  settlement,  and 
that  there  is  no  emigrant  route  which  goes  near 
their  habitation,  I  do  not  see  tbe  reason  for  eoiM- 
mencing  treaties  with  the  numerous  nations  of  In- 
dians who  are  ao  far  removed  from  us  as  not  to 
interfere  with  us  at  all,  or  with  our  people  who 
are  going  from  one  aection  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  There  is  no  necessity  for  tbe  appropri- 
ation, if  the  Senator  from  Tennesaee  is  right;  and 
I  do  not  underaland  the  Senator  from  Virginia  to 
differ  from  him  in  regard  to  the  facta.  It  is  known 
to  ns  that  if  we  once  commence  the  system  of 
treating  with  the  numerous  nations  of  Indians 
mentioned  in  the  report  which  has  been  read,  w 
shall  increase  every  year  our  appropriations  to 
each  of  them.  It  is  not  presents  for  this  yssr 
alone  for  which  we  are  making  ourselves  respon- 
sible, but  it  is  the  commencement  of  future  ap- 
propriations for  the  tribes  mentioned;  so  that,  m 
all  niture  time,  we  ahall  have  an  annual  increase  *f 
the  appropriation  for  those  different  purposes.  If 
the  Sienator  from  Tennessee  is  right,  as  1  presnnM 
be  is,  I  do  not  think  ths  appropriation  oogbt  lo 
bamadt. 
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Mr.  ATCHISON,  (Mr.  Stdart  occupying  ihe 
chair.)  It  seenia  lo  nie  that  if  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  frdin  Maiylund  in  wurih  unythuig  at 
oJI,  it  giieti  to  the  whole  anpronriation. 

Mr.  PRATT.     I  say  so. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Now,  if  I  understand  the 
mattrr  aright,  this  appropriation  is  asked  for  on 
account  of,  and  tlie  necessity  for  it  grows  out  of, 
communications  of  Governor  Stevens  to  the  Indian 
department.  The  Senator  says,  this  is  not  on  liie 
line  of  any  route  to  Oregon  or  Wnshington. 

Mr.  PRATT.    So,  I  understand. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  It  is  not  at  this  time,  it  is 
true.  The  main  hne  is  through  the  South  Pass, 
but  the  probabihty  is,  that  in  future,  this  will  be 
the  route  for  those  from  the  e.Yireine  northwestern 
Slates,  being  the  nearestnnd  bestrouteto  theTer- 
ritory  of  Washington. 

Novi',  sir,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  never  had  a  treaty  with  the  Blackfeet.  We 
have  an  agent  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, who  has  had  "  talks"  with  them  for  many 
years,  but  yet  we  have  never  had  a  treaty  with 
them.  They  are  anxious  now,  it  seems,  from 
Governor  Stevens's  report  and  other  reports,  to 
treat  with  the  United  States, and  for  a  very  obvious 
reason.  They  see  other  bands  of  Indians  in  their 
neighborhood  obtaining  annuities  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  they  desire  to 
be  bound  to  the  Government  by  the  same  ties  that 
their  neighbors,  the  Crows,  and  other  Indians  are. 
They  say  further,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Ci»l- 
bertson,  who  was  a  trader  among  them  for  many 
years,  that  the  means  of  subsistence  are  now 
giving  out.  They  have  heretofore  subsisted  on  the 
buifaln.  They  have  followed  the  buffalo  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  waters  of 
the  Yellow  Stone,  and  frequently  south  of  the 
Yellow  Stone.  The  buflalo  are  now  giving  out. 
The  means  of  subsistence,  which  were  formerly 
«o  abundant  among  them,  are  becoming  scarcer 
and  scarcer;  and  every  year  liundreds  of  them  die, 
it  is  said,  front  starvation. 

They  have  been  informed  by  other  Indians,  and 
by  traders,  that  the  Government  of  ihe  United 
States  has  agents  among  the  various  tribes  of 
Indians;  that  the  Government  sends  to  them  mis- 
sionaries, blacksmiths,  and  other  persons,  teaching 
them  the  arts  of  civilization,  by  which  they  will 
hereafter  be  supplied  with  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. The  Blackfeet  are  anxious  to  be  placed  in 
this  category,  in  the  same  condition  with  other 
Indians.  If  this  be  so,  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 
If  they  desire  to  commence  the  work  of  civiliza- 
tion, they  should  have  the  means  of  doing  so,  and 
the  means  must  be  furnished  by  the  United  Slates. 
You  must  furnish  them  with  blacksmiths  and  with 
farmers;  and  to  do  this,  you  must  treat  with  them. 
My  opinion  is,  that  the  sum  of  $100,000  is  little 
enough  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  amendment  proposes  to 
appropriate  $80,000. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Then  the  argument  is  still 
stronger.  If  $100,000  be  necessary,  surely  $80,000 
is  little  enough.  I  think,  sir,  that  the  demand 
of  the  Blackfeet  is  right,  just,  and  proper;  that 
they  should  be  treated  as  other  Indians  east  and 
west  of  them  are.  We  have  treaties  with  the  Ore- 
gon Indians,  with  the  Indians  of  Woshington  Ter- 
ritory— bands  thot  roam  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to 
the  Cascade  Mountains,  and  across  lo  the  Rocky 
Mountains — who  are  in  communication  with  the 
Blackfeet.  Then  the  Crows,  the  Sioux,  the  Paw- 
nees, and  Ihe  Camanchea,  and  all  the  other  Indians 
have  treaties  with  us.  Perhaps  the  Blackfeet 
are  now  the  only  exceptions  to  this  general  rule. 
Then,  sir,  1  think  it  is  good  policy  to  treat  with 
them.  I  am  satisfied  that  to  transport  |30,000  or 
130,000  worth  ofpresenis  into  the  Blackfeet  coun- 
try, would  re<)uire  three  times  the  amount  of  the 
original  coat  of  the  goods.  Then  |HO,000  is  cer- 
tainly necessary. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  understand  from  the  Indian 
Department,  that  the  cost  of  transportation  for 
presents  wjill  be  very  heavy,  I  think  something 
like  twelve  or  fourteen  cents  per  pound.  That  is 
one  reason  for  the  increased  estimate.  I  under- 
stand, also,  that  it  is  desired  to  treat  with  the  tribes 
which  range  on  both  sides  of  the  mountains  in 
Washington  Territory ,  as  well  as  along  the  route. 
It  is  true  that  Governor  Stevens  looks  to  the  fur- 
ther probability  that  there  may  be  an  emigrant 
route  along  that  direction,  and  I  think  he  says  a 


wagon  pass  has  been   found.     But  in  order  that 
the  Senate  may  see  the  grounds  on   which   the 
Department  rest  this  appropriation,  I  ask  that  the 
letter  of  Governor  Stevens  may  be  read. 
The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 


OrriCE  OF  Superintendent  or  Indian  ArrAiRS,       i 

Olympic,  VVamhinqton  Territuky,     > 

Jauunry3\,  laM.  > 

Sir:  [  have  ihe  hnnnr  lo  jnfnrni  ynii  ttiiit  I  have  lhi» 
mnrning  received  rrniii  Lietltcnniil  MiiIIbii,  in  charjie  of  a 
wimer  p«isi  in  the  vall»'y  of  the  St.  Mary*^  river,  in  con- 
nection Willi  my  exphiralion,  a  rejiorl  ornniragex  coinniit- 
ted  by  the  Hlackfe'-l  Indiatm  Hince  the  period  of  my  pass- 
ing tllrouiih  llieir  couiilry,  a  ropy  ol'  which  i*  herewtlli  in- 
closed, ll  eeeni!<  thnt,  nolwithsl.-inding  Ihe  promiiiefl  made 
lo  me  in  council  at  Fort  Beiiioii,  Itiey  are  tiliti  comiiiilliiig 
their  terrible  depredations;  and  (  consider  that  Uie  convening 
or  llie  council  at  Fort  Benton  during  next  t'uminer,  which 
1  recommended  in  communication.*  from  iliat  point,  iti  be- 
come u  matter  of  necessity.  It  is  my  belief  lliat  lite  ctiicfs 
whom  I  mel  at  Fori  Henton  are  abiding  by  their  proini«eN; 
but  their  young  men  are  luimerous,  and  re()uire  a  Hlringenl 
course  to  compel  them  lo  abaiKlon  iheir  ac<-U!4lomed  depre- 
dalionft.  it  is  mentioned  by  Lieulennnt  Mullan  that  the 
IraderA  at  the  posts  uf  the  American  Fur  Company  piircliase 
horse8  0fthe  Indians  without  inquiries  as  to  where  they 
were  obtained  ;  and  it  is  my  impression  tlial  those  in  charge 
fif  these  |K>sts  have  not  paid  sumcieitt  attenlion  to  Uiis  mat- 
ter. 

1  will  most  urgently  repeat  my  recmiimendalions  to  con- 
vene the  council  at  Fort  Itenloii  ;aiid,  though  I  would  still 
further  try  the  itiHuence  of  kindness  with  these  Indians, 
my  opinion  is  thai  a  military  force  shoulil  be  present  at  the 
time  of  the  council,  and  that  a  inililary  post  should  be  estab- 
lislied  at  this  point.  If,  then,atler  a  Ihir  trial  of  the  influence 
of  kind  trualmeiit,  outrages  continued  to  lie  cominilted,  the 
force  of  Governnii-nl  shmild  be  brought  lo  bear  upon  ihem 
with  great  force.  A  re|M>rt  just  received  from  .Mr.  Fmkhuni, 
one  of  the  civil  engineers  of  my  exploration,  stales  that  in 
crossing  the  ItiK'ky  Mountains,  for  the  third  time  during  the 
fall,  he  look  a  trail  which  carried  him  through  a  pass  which 
even  now  will  permit  of  the  passage  of  an  emigrant  wagnn. 
!  It  seems  to  me  that  a  route  for  emigrntion  is  now  open 
which  will  come  into  competition  with  ihe  route  through 
the  efouth  Pass.  By  steamers,  emigrants  can  probably 
ascend  Uie  Missouri  river  as  far  as  Fort  Benton,  and  cer- 
tainty as  high  as  the  mouth  of  the  Milk  river,  earryingwith 
them  their  etli^cts.  and  driving  their  cattle  along  the  river 
trails.  From  either  (loitit  good  wagon  routes  lead  lo  ilie 
passes  Af  the  luountains,  and  to  the  St.  Mary^s  Valley. 
For  tile  protectimrof  our  emigrants,  as  well  as  to  secure 
peace  helween  the  Indians,  Ihe  im[iorlance  of  the  council 
at  Fort  Benton  becomes  mote  and  more  obvious ;  and  1 
cannot  doubl  that  a  military  lotce  ought  to  be  present,  and 
a  military  post  be  eslablibhed  at  that  place.  .Mr.  James 
Doly,  in  charge  of  a  meteorologiral  post  at  Port  Benton,  is 
engaged  in  collecting  all  possible  inforniatiun  concerning 
the  Blackfeet  Indians;  and  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
Grnver,  who  is  expected  lo  arrive  here  in  Match,  I  shall 
probably  receive  a  full  report,  which  will  be  immediately 
conimuntcated  lo  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  innst  obedient, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Govfmor  of  If'usAington  Territory, 

anil  Superintendent  of  Indian  t^ffairt. 

Col.  Georoe  W.  Manvpennv, 

Committiiiiner  of  ludian  Jlffairt, 

IfaiAinjIon  CUy,  D.  C. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.     I  regard   this  appro- 

friation,  Mr.  President,  as  a  very  important  one. 
noticed  the  suggestion  made  by  Governor  Ste- 
vens some  time  since,  in  his  report  on  that  section 
of  the  country,  and  I  think  the  making  of  it  will 
save  very  many  lives.  I  believe  that  the  route 
over  which  he  passed  is  destined  to  become  a  very 
important  thoroughfare;  and  lamsurethatnolhing 
can  be  more  important  than  at  this  time  to  propi- 
tiate the  good  will  of  these  remote  and  tlistunt 
tribes,  of  which  I  know  nothing  except  as  we 
hear  from  them  through  a  wandering  agent  or  re- 
porter. 

I  have  met  with  the  same  gentleman  to  whom 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  alluded — Mr.  Culbert- 
son.  He  has  spent  twenty  or  thirty  years  of  his 
life  among  these  Indians.  He  is  in  no  way  inter- 
ested in  this  matter;  and  he  thinks  thai  it  is  of 
very  great  importance  to  our  Indian  relations  in 
that  quarter  that  this  appropriation  should  be 
made.  I  understand  it  to  be  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  ihe  Interior,  as  well  as  by  Governor 
Stevens  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
1  have  a  great  respect  for  the  recommendation  of 
these  officers,  and,  in  this  case,  especially  for  that 
of  Governor  Stevens,  whom  I  regard  as  one  of 
the  ablest  men  in  the  service  of  the  Government 
— a  far-seeing  statesman,  who  is  destined  to  ren- 
der important  service  to  the  Territory  overvv'hich 
he  presides.  I  trust  that  his  suggestion  in  this 
instonce  will  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HUNTER.  There  are  some  other 
amendments  made  necessary  by  the  treaties 
which  have  recently  been  ratified;  and  I  will  ask 
the  chairnuin  of  the  Committee  on  Indion  Affairs, 
if  he  has  prepared  those  amendments  from  his 
I  committee?   If  not,  1  will  offer  them;  but  1  shall 


have  to  offer  them  in  my  individual  capacity  at 
iireseiit,  as  I  have  not  conferred  with  the  commit- 
tee on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  will  lake  charge  of  them. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Then  I  have  nothing  further 
to  propose  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SEB.A.STIAN.  I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  .IprU  24,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ra.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKI!:R  staled  that  the  business  first 
in  order  was  Ihe  consideration  of  Senate  bill  for 
the  reliefof  James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah  M.Smith, 
upon  which  a  motion  was  pending  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  also  a  motion 
pending  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ewino]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor, 

Mr.  EDGERTON,  by  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House,  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  dividing 
that  Slate  into  two  judicial  districts;  which  was 
read  by  the  Clerk,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ELLISON  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio  upon  the  same  subject; 
which  received  the  same  reference. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduceil  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read 
and  adopted: 

Renolvett,  That  llie  Committee  on  Territories  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  lite  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  titah  on  the  same  footing  as 
regards  clerks,  Jic,  as  those  of  Minnesota  and  New  Mex- 
ico; and  that  said  couimiltee  report  by  bill,  or  oUierwisc. 

Mr.  BANKS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  and  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs: 

A  bill  to  refund  the  balance  due  to  Massachu- 
setts for  disbursements  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Retotveit,  That  the  rosimaster  General  he  directed  to 
report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  why  the  mail  ser- 
vice was  not  '*  let"  and  conlracled  tor  on  llie  river  routes, 
1st.  From  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  Evansville,  Indiana, 
and  back,  daily;  ^2d.  From  Kviinsville  to  Cairo,  Illinois, 
and  back,  daily;  3d.  From  Cairo  to  81.  Louis,  Sfissourt, 
and  back,  daily;  according  to  the  advertisement  of  3l8t 
December,  le^VJfand  Ihe  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  31st  August,  IHTyi,  which  made  it  the  ''  duty 
of  Uie  Postmaster  General  lo  issue  profiosals  and  contract 
for  the  transportation  of  a  daily  mail"  on  those  routes,  "on 
suitable  and  safe  steainhonls."  The  bids,  tiy  terms  of  the 
advertisement,  to  be  received  in  Ihe  Post  tiltfice  Depart- 
ment "until  three  o'clock  p.  m.,of  the  lOih  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1853,  to  be  decided  by  1st  of  .March,  and  service  to 
commence  on  tile  1st  July  following,  and  continue  for  foar 
years. 

3.  Retotved,  That  he  furnisli  copies  of  all  the  contracts 
and  bids,  and  "  pro[>osals*'  for  contracts  and  bids,  which 
have  been  made  with,  proposed  lo,  or  received  from  Thom- 
as Shirlock  and  /.  M.  Shirley,  or  either  of  them,  or  with, 
to,  or  from  any  oUier  person  or  (lersons,  together  with  copies 
of  alt  the  aiiieiidineiits,  alterations,  privileges,  extensions, 
or  n '^trictions  aulhoiiaed  and  perniillcd,  or  as.-unied  and 
exercised,  and  o>'  all  oiders  for  addilioiml  compensation, 
except  what  appearsoii  the  face  of  the  contractor  contracts, 
on  this  said  route  from  Louisville  to  St.  Louis,  or  any  part 
of  it,  since  March,  1651.  .\lso,  the  greatest  number  of 
**  mall  messengers,"  '•  rnule  agents,"  local  agents,  and  em- 
ployees, that  now  are,  or  have  at  any  one  time  during  the 
above  [lerind,  been  engaged  in,  or  connected  with,  the  ser- 
vie-e  on  that  route,  (exclusive  of  postniasters)— at  what 
points  i;ngageil,  and  the  salary  per  quarter  or  per  annum  of 
each  (me  of  them  ;  also,  who  are  now  the  contractors  from 
Louisville  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  what  manner  each  and  all 
of  s.iid  coolracbi  were  made,  whether  privately  or  by  being 
let  to  Ihe  Tliwest  bidder;  also,  what  interiiiediate  ollices 
between  Louisville  ami  St.  Louis  have  been  aullmrized  to 
be  supplii-d  by  each  conuiict  on  that  route  since  March, 
1851,  and  how  often  per  week  each  and  every  one  of  those 
offices  were  lo  he  supplied  under  liiose  cuiitracls  or  arrange- 
ments since  March,  1851,  or  eiUier  one  of  them,  and  why 
Ihe  oHiclal  repiitts  from  the  rostinavter  Gentrrul,  as  pub- 
li.-htd  in  Ihe  '*  Blue  Book,"  slate  the  service  between  Louis- 
ville and  8t.  Louis  is  performed  for  ^40,'3'>J  22,  when  the 
allowance  lo  the  contraclors  on  that  route  is  ^TO.UIM)  pt'r 
yc.ir,  eiclucive  of  "  route  agents,"  "  local  agenu,"  "  mes- 
sengers," k.c. 
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3.  Rraohed,  That  be  rtornidi  eopiet  of  >lt  orden,  rales, 
m  i*gulsUoni  adopted  bjr  Mm,  wblch  tends  lo  preTeot  or 
deny  to  inembera  of  Confreaa  the  privilege  of  (oinf  into 
Ule  pttlilic  room*  of  the  Poet  Office  Depaninenl,  and  llieu 
and  tlicre  examining,  wilh  neaistance  ol  the  clerki,  the 
"  public  ri-cords"  under  the  cbarf;«  of  mid  derki. 

4.  Keiohed,  That  the  Poauuasler  General  be  directed  to 
abolista  all  rulea,  ordera,  or  tegulallona,  which  prevent!  or 
deniea  the  privilege  to  the  oiemberi  of  Congreiia  of  (oini 
into  the  public  rnonKi  in  the  i'oat  Office  Department,  and 

"then  and  there  examining  auch  public  recordu  in  the  prea- 
ence,  and  with  the  aaaisiaiice  of  the  clerk  having  charge  of 
them,  aa  auch  member  may  deaire.  That  be  also  abnliah  all 
rules,  ordera,  or  regulationa  by  which  the  clerka,  or  either  of 
tbeni,  are  prevented  or  restrained  I'rom  allording  to  any 
member  audi  information  during  those  eximinatiunB  aa  the 
public  records  of  the  Post  Office  Department  will  eoaiae 
Dim  to  give. 

Mr.  DRDM.     1  object. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  object  to  the  laM  part  of  the 
resolulions. 

Mr.  OREY.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  that 
1  may  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York.  Is  it  in  order 
to  move  the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  PosrRoads? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolutions  are  not  be- 
fore the  body.  It  is  only  proposed  that  they  shall 
come  before  the  body. 

Mr.  GREY.  Have  I  the  privilege  now  of 
saying  anylhirg  upon  these  resolutions .' 

I'hs  SPEAKER.  They  are  not  debatable, 
because  the  subject-matter  of  them  is  not  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  OREY.  Can  I  say  a  few  words  in  ezpla- 
Bation  of  the  first  part  of  the  resolutions  i 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  alone. 

Mr.  DRUM.    I  object. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  only  wish  to  re- 
mark that  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is 
allowed  to  make  an  explanation,  it  need  not  be 
expected  that  the  privilege  of  responding  to  him 
will  not  be  claimed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky can  make  no  remarks;  it  is  objected  to. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood that  the  gentleman  is  ciuite  welcome  to 
make  any  explanatton,  so  far  as  1  am  concerned. 

The  SPEAKER.  Discussion  is  objected  to, 
and  is,  therefore,  out  of  order. 

Mr  GREY.  I  will,  for  the  present,  withdraw 
the  resolution  No.  4  of  the  series. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  objected  to  the  last  of  these 
resolutions.    I  have  no  objection  to  the  balance. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  believe  the  objection  to 
the  resolutions  is  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER.    Is  the  objection  withdrawn  .> 

Mr.  GROW.  I  withdraw  the  objection  I  made. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
the  resolutions,  and  I  do  not  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question,  then,  is  upon 
the  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  allow  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gkbt]  to  introduce  the 
resolutions  just  read. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  64,  nays  81;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Appletnn,  Ball,  Benson,  Benton,  Biiffg, 
Car{>enter,  Clirigrnati,  Cnbh,  Cook,  Corwin,  Cox,  Crocker, 
Cuhuin,  Thomas  Dnvis,  Dent,  Dicitiiison,  Thonins  D.  Kliot, 
Ewing,  Fiiulkner,  Flacler,  Franklin,  Grey,  Grow,  Aaron 
■  Harlan,  Harrison,  Haven,  Iliester,  Howe,  Huntj  Roland 
Jones,  K'Mit,  Kerr,  Knox,  Latham,  Letcher,  Mannce,  Miil- 
dler^warth,  John  (i.  Miller,  Morgan,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Hur- 
ker,  Peckhani,  John  Perkins,  Ready,  David  Rilchie,  Ro- 
gers, Sage,  Snpp,  Simmons,  William  R.  Smith,  Alexander 
11.  Stephens,  Stratlon,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Tay- 
lor, Tracy,  Uphani,  Vail,  VValbridRe,  Wnlley,  F.llihu  B. 
Washburne,  Israel  WashburiijTappan  Wenlworth,  Wheel- 
er, and  Zollicofler — 64. 

NAY.1— Messrs.  Aiken,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  (1. 
Rayly,  Banks,  Rarksdnlo,  Bissell,  Bliss,  Boyce,  Bridges, 
Caskie.  t'hrisman,  Clark,  Craig.  Curtis,  Jolyj  G.  Davis, 
Dean,  Drum.  Kastm.-in,  Eddy,  Kdgertnn,  John  M.  Klliott, 
BIttsoii,  Etheridge,  Fenlon,  Florence,  Giddings,  Green, 
Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Har- 
ris, llihbard,  Houston,  Hiiplles,  IngersoM,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Kurtz, Lilly,  Lind.^ley, 
Mncdonatd,  MeDougall,  MeNair,  Maxwell,  Mayall.  Mill- 
son,  Murray,  Noble,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  Phelps, 
Powell,  Pratt,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Thomas  Kitchey,  Rob- 
bins,  Rnflin,  Seward,  iSeymour,  Sliaw,  Shower,  Skelton, 
Gerrlt  Smith.  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William  Smith,  George 
W.  Smyth,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  HcstorL.  Stevens.  Sirattu, 
4udrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Trout,  Walker, 


Warren,  Wells,  John  Wentwonb,  Wilte,  and  Daniel  B. 
Wright— «l. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  STRATTON.  I  nek  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of 
the  House  the  papers  in  thecaseof  Cat)tain  Huddy , 
for  the  purpose  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  can  effect  his  object  by  making  a  memo- 
randum and  sending  it  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 
COMMTS8ION8TOPR1VA.TE  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  aa  follows: 

Rooheii,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  in  his  judgment 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  intereats,  tlie  iiiatructinna 
referred  lo  by  Pr«sidcnt  Monroe  in  his  annual  message  of  the 
9d  of  December,  1893,  and  transmitted  to  our  diplomatic 
agentaabroad,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Issue  of  commissions 
lo  private  armed  vessels,  together  with  tlie  responses,  ifsny, 
received  from  said  (3ovemmenta;  also,  any  other  instruc- 
lions,  together  with  the  correspondence  held  with  foreign 
Onvemments  upon  the  same  subject  since  the  dale  of  the 
last  message,  and  not  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  lo,  the  ques- 
tion will  be  upon  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  must  therefore  lie  over, 
unless  two  thirds  iteree  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  hope  no  one  will  object 
to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution.  The  object 
simply  is  to  get  information  which  has  never  been 
communicated  to  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  allow  the  Chair  to  remind  him  that  debate  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  Aa  objection  is  made,  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enpble  me  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution.  , 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

The  resolution  was  then  received  and  adopted. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  CONTRACTORS  AGAIN. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  EwiNs]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  the  floor 
for  a  moment? 

Mr.  EWING.  I  would  be  disposed,  Mt. 
Speaker,  to  yield  the  floor  to  any  othergentleman; 
but  there  are  so  many  claiming  it  that  I  think  it 
better  not  to  yield  to  any  of  them.  I  therefore 
insist  on  the  House  proceeding  to  Iheregular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  EwiNc,]  as  the  Chair  understands 
him,  insists  upon  the  regular  order  of  business, 
which  is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  which  he 
is  interested;  the  title  of  which  the  Clerk  will 
report. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  read,  aa  follows: 

An  act  for  relief  of  James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah 
M.  Smith. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  two  motions  pend- 
ing on  the  subject  of  this  bill.  One  is  to  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  the 
other  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  th«  Post  Oflice 
.and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have 
read  to  the  House  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  accompanies  the  bill.  * 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  OSice  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  the  petition  of  James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah 
M.  Smith  nad  been  referred.  The  report  slates 
that  at  the  mail  lettings  of  1850  the  petitioners  had 
bid  off  and  received  the  contracts  for  a  number  of 
mail  routes  in  Texas;  including,  among  other 
routes,  Nob.  6268,  6269,  and  6277.  These  latter 
routes  the  petitioners  had  failed  to  carry  into  oper- 
ation, and  for  such  failure  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral had  imposed  several  fines  on  them,  and  de- 
ducted their  amount  from  the  allowances  made 
for  the  other  routes  when  the  service  was  being 
performed.  The  report  goes  on  to  state  that  it 
had  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  petitioners  had 
made  efforts  to  carry  out  the  service  on  the  routes 
mentioned,  but  had  failed  to  do  so.  It  was  further 
in  proof  that  route  No.  6368  had  beexi  advertised 
OS  but  ninety-one  miles  in  length,  whils  its  actual 
distancs  wM  one  hundred  and  thirty-fiv*  miles; 


that  the  route  No.  6369  was  stated  in  the  adver- 
tisement  as  thirty-five  miles,  while  Us  actual  dia- 
lance  turned  nut  to  be  sixty-five  miles;  and  that 
route  No.  6277  was  advertised  as  seventy-eight 
miles  in  length,  while  its  actual  distance  was  on* 
hundred  and  five  miles — making  the  actual  dis- 
tance on  the  three  routes  three  hundred  and  five 
miles,  while  the  advertisement  had  described  then 
as  but  two  hundred  and  four  miles.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  eommillee  were  of  opinion  that 
the  petitioners  were  entiiled  to  relief,  and  reported 
a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SWING.  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  pend- 
ing qoestion  before  the  House  on  the  reference  of 
this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  two  auestioiw 
pending  on  the  subject.  One  is  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  the  other 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  PostOfllecan4 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EWINO.  Then  I  ask  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  wish  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentuclcy  would  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question.  I  would  like  at  this  time  to 
make  a  simple  explanation  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
'  ter,  and  therefore  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ken-  • 
tucky  will  comply  with  my  request. 

Mr.  EWING.  Certainly;  1  withdraw  thecal! 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  for  a  moment  or  two  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  for  I  deem  it  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance in  establishing  a  principle  by  which  we 
are  to  be  governed  here  in  the  future. 

It  will  he  borne  in  mind  by  the  members  who 
were  present  in  the  House  last  Friday,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  came  into  the  House 
and  asked  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  matter, 
that  hestated,aroongother  things,  that  these  routes 
were  twice  the  distance  described  in  the  adver- 
tisement by  the  Postmaster  General.  Well,  on 
this  statement  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
matter,  and  discussed  the  reference  of  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  then  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report,  but  it  turned  out  that  the 
report  was  not  here;  and  therefore  the  gentleman  ' 
from  Kentucky  asked  to  have  the  matter  post- 
poned for  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose  of  enabline 
members  to  get  the  report,  and  to  act  nnderstand- 
ingly  on  the  question.  For  that  I  was  charged, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  with  a  want  of 
courtesy. 

Now,  in  following  this  matter  up,  I  have  takeit 
some  pnins  to  obtain  ofl^cial  information  from  the 
Post  Oflice  Department.  The  result  of  my  inves- 
tigation of  this  matter  isthis:  It  appears  that  these 
gentlemen  bid  for  a  large  nundber  of  routes  in 
various  States,  in  1850.'  After  they  were  awarded 
to  them,  they  assorted  them  over,  and  accepted 
those  routes  which  suited  them,  and  rejected  such 
as  did  not  suit  them.  Among  all  these  rputes, 
which  were  declared  off  to  them,  there  is  not  one 
in  which  the  distance  was  twice  as  greot  as  repre- 
sented in  the  advertisement,  nor  anything  approx- 
imating to  it.  Some  lof  the  routes  were  shorter 
than  the  distance  mentioned  in  the  advertisement. 

But,  furthermore,  as  slated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  there  was  a  clause 
in  the  advertisement  which  put  these  men  upon 
their  guard  The  Post  Office  Department  did  not 
undertake  to  determine  the  actual  distance,  hot 
named  the  routes  as  extending  from  place  to  place, 
naming  them,  and  cave  the  ifistance  as  they  were 
understood, and  thus  threw  upon  the  bidders  the 
responsibility  of  informing  themselves  of  the  actual 
disunce. 

With  this  explanation,  T  will  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,  to  be  read,  a  letter  which  I  received  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  in  answer  lo  one  I  ad- 
dressed lo  him,  asking  for  the  information  to 
which  it  refers.  I  hope  the  members  of  the  House 
will  listen  to  it,  as  this  is  a  pioneei'case;  and  there 
are  many  others  of  the  same  sort,  which  will 
come  in  hereafter,  if  this  one  be  favorably  consid- 
ered by  the  House.  • 

The  letter  was  then  read,  as  follows; 

Post  Orricc  DttfasTJisiiT,      > 
CoHTSACT  Orncs,  ^fril  S4, 1854.  J 

Bia:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  S2d  Instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  infbrm  you,  that  under  the  advertiseneiit  of 
tbe  Postmaster  General,  for  proposals  to  coi>vey  the  mails 
of  the  United  States  from  1st  July,  I8S0,  to  30tb  June, 
1854,  inclusive,  in  the  States  of  Kenlncky,  Tennessee, 
Alabsuna,  Mississipipi,  Aili^aai,  Lsuisisiia,  Mid  Tsias, 
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McMfri.  Sinhh  and  Jeffries  were  the  accepted  biddera  on 
Die  following  roiilf",  lo  wll:  Nns.  5184,  5901,  and  5304, 
in  Kenluclty,  nnU  S334,  iti  TenneMce.  The  iQKer  wa« 
Ifaitsferfcd  li»  Messrs.  Vrtry  and  Fisher,  in  Novemiier,  lt*,')0. 
Tile  service  un  the  other  rnuie^  appfars  lo  have  been  pi-r- 
fornied  with  averag'-  regularily.  Tliey  were  also  tile  ac- 
cepted bidders  on  ttie  following  roule«  in  Texan  : 

No.  6t?j9.  Prom  Shelhyville  lo  i'ula-^ki.  45  miles  and 
back,  once  a  week;  distance  proved  lo  be  44  iniltd.  Ac- 
cepietl  at  -^tiya,  and  relet  to  Jaincs  1'ruit  al  $,ms. 

.\'ri.  6-3Sa.  Proin  lleiiderson  to  Crnckell,  H5  miles  and 
back,  once  a  week  ;  di^ninee  proved  tti  be  93  inile^.  Ac 
cei>tfd  at  941^,  anil  relet  to  T.J.  R.  Greenwood  at  BBine 
pay  of  miVt. 

'So.  6'J48.  From  Jefferson  to  Greonwooit,  4i  milea  and 
back,  once  a  week;  distance  proved  to  be  .'>5  miles.  Ac- 
cepted at  .5'347.  and  relet  lo  K.  IJsnery  at  .^520. 

.No.  (i^.iti.  From  Uangerlhld  lo  Clarksville,  69  miles  and 
back,  three  timet  a  we<:k  ;  distance  proved  to  be  the  Kntne. 
Aecepled  at  (J9il9  50,  and  relet  lo  W.  B.  Stout,  lioice  a 
trrrt,  al  $»44, 

No.  6i!>7.  From  TarranI  lo  Dnffalo,  100  miles  and  back, 
once  a  week ;  distance  proved  lo  be  99  miles.  Aecepled 
•(  ii!0~  .VI,  and  rtlel  to  W.  B.  Sloul  at  same,  .«j97  .Si). 

No.  62.S9.  From  Pans  lo  Pine  Uluff,  iJO  miles  and  back, 
onee  a  week  ;  distance  proved  lo  be  ill  miles.  Aeeepled 
•I  .41 19  M,  and  r<-lel  to  W.  B.  Sloul  at  same,  $1 19  tjG. 

No.  6^t^  From  Franklin  to  <>tiainherVs  Creek,  91  miles 
and  back  onee,  a  week  ;  distance  prt>ved  to  be  10.i  miles. 
Accepted  al  .^499,  and  relft  to  Alexatider  Douglass  af  .$.'i99. 

No  6i!l)9.  From  Nashville  to  Leotia,  3."t  miles  and  bark, 
onee  a  week  ;  distance  proved  to  be  5.S  mites.  Accepted  at 
^lU,    and  relet  lo  \V.  H.  VVheclock  al  .*400. 

No.  6-277.  From  Independence  lo  t'ameron,  73  miles  and 
back,  once  a  week  ;  thstaoee  proved  lo  b«  76  miles.  Ac- 
cepted at  .$46S,  and  relet  lo  E.  Burns  al  ^S89. 

The  following  note  is  always  embraced  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  every  annual  adverliseuieiil  of  miiil  proposals  is- 
sued from  Ihe  Department: 

"The  distances  are  always  given  according  to  the  best 
information  ;  but  no  increased  pay  will  be  allowed,  should 
they  prove  lo  be  greater  titan  advertised,  if  the  points  lo  be 
supplied  he  eorrifclly  slated.  Bidders  must  inform  theiu- 
selves  ofi  this  point.'' 

Messrs.  Sniiiti  and  Jeffries  are  liable  for  damages  on 
motes  No».  6ii9,  6'24»,  6J68,  &MV,  and  «'377. 

On  the  other  routes  it  does  nut  appear  thai  they  are  liable 
lor  any  daniagi!s. 

Very  rtcspectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  II.  DINDAS, 
Second  ^uUtaiit  Poitmatier  Genet  al. 

Hon.  R.  Skat., 

IJou*<  of  Repretentativti. 

Mr.  SAGE  continued:  Now,   Mr.  Speaker,  I 
think  the  Hou.«  are  in  possession  of  information  | 
upon  which  ihey  can  act  understandingly  upon  j 
this   bill — infoimalion    which  shows  that   those  i 
contractors  bid  off  a  large  number  of  contracts,  [ 
and  after  sorting  them  out,  they  executed  such  as  [ 
suited  them,  and  rejected  those  which  did  not  suit 
them.     In  several  inslaiices  these  contracts  were 
relet  at    less   sums  than   those  these  parlies  bid 
them  olV  for.     Here  are  the  statistics  in  reference 
to  the  routes  bid  off  by  these  paiiies: 
Vo.  oj    Kitimatetl  .flaeerfairwjd 
Aoiiie*.      dUlanee,      distance.  Bid.  IleUt. 

OlWB 45 44 8270  uO §^05  UO 

6ja5 V> 9.1 4M  00 4!i,'i  00 

6248 *2 55 247  00 5«n  00 

4350 -   -   599  5U 944  00 

«»7 InO -97 597  50 597  50 

6358 26 ai 119  86 ,  119  e6 

6368 91 105 499  00 599  00 

6369 35 55 SIO  00. 4110  00 

6277 78 76 468  00 589  00 

496  546        '  $3,494  86  $4,.U9  36 

Now,  I  ask  the  House  lo  bear  with  me  while  I 
read  two  or  three  short  extracts  from  the  proceed- 
ings in  reference  to  this  bill  on  Friday.  In  pre- 
«enling  the  bill  to  the  House,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  reported  assaying: 

"  I  Hill  say  a  single  word  in  eiplanalion  of  this  bill,  if  I 
can  make  my  voice  suiricieolly  audible.  These  petilioners 
are  poor  men.  They  entered  into  a  eonlruci  to  carry  Ihe 
Diait  upon  a  route  in  Texas;  and  by  positive  and  concjusirc 
proof,  as  is  shown  byllic  papers  accompanying  liie  bill,tlie 
route  was  twice  as  long  as  advciLised  by  the  Ueparlliient. 
Tile  report  luatle  by  Mr.  KusK,  the  chairman  of  Ihe  I'osl 
Otlice  Comtniltee  in  tlie  denate,  shows  clearly  tliat  Ihi! 
claim  ought  to  be  allowed.  Ii  has  passed  ihe  .Senate  twice, 
%nl  lia.s  Iteeii  lost  in  the  House  in  each  instance,  in  conse- 
quence of  want  of  time,  f  shall  not  be  in  the  House  again 
Sat  some  liiue,  as  I  am  only  wailing  until  1  am  well  enough 
to  enable  me  to  travel  home.  I  woold  regard  it  as  a  special 
fovor  if  the  bill  be  taken  up  and  passed." 

Agi'in  he  sa^ a: 

•'Tbey  were  nearly  twice  a«  long  as  the  length  adver- 
tised, as  the  geiillemaii  will  find  by  referring  lu  the  proof 
in  the  case." 

Mr.  PECKH  AM.  What  was  the  actual  differ- 
ence.' 

Mr.  SAGE.  The  actual  difference  was  thirty- 
two  miles  on  the  three  routes  under  considerotion. 
Some  of  thetn ,  as  I  stated ,  were  less  than  ad  vertised . 
Now,  sir,  1  ask  the  House  to  bear  in  mind  ihat, 
in  the  absence  of  official  informaiion  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher] 
and  myself  thought  it  would  be  better  to   wait 


until  the  report  could  be  brought  before  the 
House;  and  1  was  very  much  surprised  at  the 
rebuke  which  I  received,  ftnd  which  I  may  say 
this  House  received— for  1  thought  the  House  were 
very  courteous  to  the  gentlenmn  in  obliging  him 
by  ft  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  referred,  and  by  the  poatponement  of  its  coii- 
aiderntion  to  an  early  day  lo  suit  his  convenience. 

Now,  sir,  what  I  .laid,  to  which  the  gentleman  i 
from  Kentucky  takes  exceptions,  and  all  I  said, 
at  that  time  upon  the  subject,  was  the  following: 

"I  hope  the  motion  lo  recommit  this  bill, or  Ihe  motion  to 
postpone,  will  prevail.  There  is  no  disposition  upon  the 
parlof  any  member,  I  presume,  lo  delay  action  upon  it  frrun 
any  eaplious  motive.  The  objection  seems  to  be  that  if  we 
act  upon  it  now,  it  would  be  estnlilisliing  Ihe  precedent  of 
acting  uiion  a  bill  without  a  report,  and  wiUioul  investiga- 
tion, lull  upon  the  recommeiidalinn  of  an  iiidividiial  mem- 
ber. We  all  have  equal  rights  here,  and  I  have  bills  in  my 
possession  which  1  am  inte-restcd  in  gelling  through,  but  1 
lake  il  forgranled  that  this  House  is  not  ready  to  allow  these 
bills  lo  be  put  upon  their  passage  willioul  a  reporl  and  ex 
aiuinalion.  If  it  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  genlleman 
from  Kentucky, [Mr.  EwiMo,]  I  will  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  matter  be  postponed  uutii  next  Wed- 
nesday." 

To  this  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  replies,  as 
follows: 

"  I  have  not  been  disposed,  and  am  not  disposed,  to 
press  this  mallvr  upon  the  [louse  against  their  wishes.  I 
appealed  to  Ihe  couilesy  of  the  [louse,  not  with  a  view  of 
esubhshiiig  a  precedeni  for  ordinary  cases,  but  hoping  that 
by  an  explanalion  of  the  peculiar  eircumslances  conneeled 
wiUi  this  ease,  the  House  would  allow  the  bill  lo  be  dis- 
posed of  at  <mce.  The  genllenmn  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
tiAoK,}  however,  seems  lu  place  il  simply  upon  the  ground 
of  ordinary  transactions.  Sir,  1  wish  lery  much  I  could 
establish  in  tins  House  a  precedfmt  for  courtesy.  I  know 
of  no  piecedeiitlhat  would  be  more  useful,  save  more  time, 
or  eoiilribute  more  lo  secure  justice  to  those  having  honest 
claims  against  llie  Government  of  tlie  United  Slates.  Bui 
I  despair  ol  t>eiiig  able  to  establish  a  precedeni  wlilcli  would 
be  of  sufhcient  lorce  lo  nraeh  llie  sense  rjf  propriety  of  Uie 
gentleman  from  New  York.  I  say  I  despair  of  such  a  re- 
sult; lor  I  have  discovered  that  when  tlie  great  body  of  the 
House  seem  lo  recognize  the  peculiarity  of  Ihe  circum- 
stances attending  Uiis  ca.sc,  a  lew  uiembers,  like  Ihe  geii- 
lleioan  from  New  York,  seem  disposed  lo  throw  insur- 
mountable obstacles  in  the  way  of  accomplisliing  what  is 
the  obvious  wish  of  the  great  miijurity  of  Uie  House." 

Now,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  stated  what 
the  action  of  the  House  was  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  and  i  leave  ilto  gentlemen  to  say  whether 
tbey,  or  1,  acted  with  a  want  of  courtesy,  or  with 
a  want  of  anylhing  which  should  actuate  every 
legislator.'  They  desired  to  have  correct  informa- 
tion. 

Here  is  an  official  letter  from  the  Post  Office 
Department  detading  all  the  facts  in  the  case;  and 
I  am  informed  that  this  is  not  the  only  case  which 
will  come  before  the  House.  There  are  many 
of  a  similar  character,  where  mail  contractors 
have  contracted  to  transport  the  mails  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  certain  points  in  the  country  lo 
ceriain  other  points.  After  they  have  received  the 
contracts  they  have  accepted  those  which  suited 
them,  and  by  which  they  could  make  money,  but 
they  rejected  those  which  they  deemed  unprofit- 
able.    This  proves  to  be  of  that  class  of  cases. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  that  the  House,  before  it 
passes  from  this  matter,  will  give  it.  the  considera- 
tion which  it  deserves;  for,  as  I  said  before,  this 
is  only  a  pioneer  bill.  If  it  be  passed,  we  shall 
have  a  score  of  a  similar  description  before  us 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  EVVING.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  reluctant,  I 
may  say,  to  parade  any  thing  like  my  private  afflio 
tions  before  the  House;  but  I  think  it  due  to  the 
body  to  give  the  reason  why  I  asked  the  favor 
which  gentlemen  were  kind  enough  to  grant  me 
last  Friday.  1  had  been  confined  for  a  week  or 
I  two  with  an  affection  which  I  feared  was  about  to 
assume  a  chronic  form.  If  that  were  the  case,  I 
was  perfectly  aware  that  I  could  take  no  further  part 
in  the  action  of  this  House  during  the  balance  of 
this  session.  I  was  about  lo  go  home,  at  all 
events  for  a  length  of  time,  on  a  call  of  pressing 
business.  I  appealed  lo  the  courtesy  of  the  House, 
so  far  as  I  could  make  myself  audible  in  giving 
the  explanation  necessary  in  taking  up  this  bill, 
to  acton  il  instead  of  referring  it,  as  they  were 
about  to  do — to  acton  it  al  once, as  the  facta  were 
brief  and  simple. 

As  10  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Sage,]  I  repeal  that!  said  that  1  should 
be  most  happy  if  I ,  or  any  member  of  this  House, 
could  establish  a  precedentof  courtesy.  Thegen- 
tleman  very  ingeniously  atienipts  to  identify  himself 
with  this  House.  I  Bcknuwledi;ed  at  that  time  the 
courtesy  ofthe  House.  In  the  very  remarks  which 


the  genlleman  has  read  I  spoke  ofthe  amiable  dis- 
position of  the  House  to  make  an  exception  in 
this  case,  and  to  recognize  ihe  demands  of  courie.--y 
which  I  invoked,  the  disjiosition  which  prevailed 
among  at  leasi  the  great  body  of  the  House.  I 
did  not  say  whether  the  gentleman  was  courteous 
or  not.  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  I  said 
by  implication  that  he  was  not  so;  and  I  am  now 
willing  lo  say  explicitly  that  I  do  not  think  that 
he  was.  I  leave  il  to  the  judgment  of  members 
of  the  House,  who  were  witnesses  of  the  facts, 
whether  he  was.  At  the  same  time  I  am  disposed 
to  acknowledge  my  obligation  to  the  kindness  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  taken  such  peculiar  inter- 
est in  this  case  from  the  very  first,  and  whose 
counsels  with  the  Department,  I  am  willing  to 
allow,  have  led  to  the  results  which  have  just  been 
rend. 

"  Wehave  been  courteous, "said  thegentleman. 
fVe  have  been  courteous!  Why,  sir,  wlio  denied 
that  the  action  of  the  House  was  courteous  on 
Friday  last.'  Mostcordially  did  I  thank  the  great 
majority  of  the  House,  and  I  hoped  to  have  un 
additional  reason  for  gratitude  in  their  overruling 
the  evident  purpose  of  the  gentleman  who  comes 
here  al  the  risk  of  defeating  the  ends  of  private 
justice  to  gratify  a  personal  resentment,  because 
£  used  language  not  grateful  lo  his  ears. 

I  did  not  intend  to  explain  this  matter  further 
than  the  reading  of  Ihe  reporl  which  the  gentle- 
man was  so  anxious  to  see  the  other  day,  and 
which  isonly  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  length. 
It  was  a  Senate  report,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  ihe 
printer  of  Ihis  House,  but  the  han'tis  of  the  print- 
er of  the  Senate.  I  am  driven  by  the  gentleman 
lo  do  more. 

He  has  facts,  which  he  has  carefully  gathered 
from  the  Department,  as  to  the  length  of  these 
routes;  he  means,  and  ought  to  have  said,  the 
length  which  they  are  advertised  the  second  time, 
allowing,  as  he  does,  and  as  the  Department  al.so 
allows,  that  they  are  longer  by  the  second  adver- 
tisement than  they  were  by  the  firsl  advertisement. 
I  did  not  say — and  I  was  tempted,  though  very 
reluctnnlly,  to  interrupt  him,  to  ask  him  what  was 
his  purpose  in  reading  this  letter  from  the  Deparl- 
meni,  and  in  reading  my  retnnrke — I  did  nol  say 
that  ihe  routes  were  twice  as  long. 

Mr.  SAGE.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me,  I 
will  read  him  what  he  said,  as  reported. 

Mr.  EVVING.  The  genlleman  has  read  it 
already.  I  know  it  is  so  rejiorted.  But  if  the 
gentleman  will  look  at  another  portion  of  my  le- 
marks,  he  will  see  that  I  there  said  ihey  were 
nearly  twice  as  long,  not  recollecting  the  precise 
figures,  or  having  examined  them  since  the  last 
Congress,  when  I  carefully  investigated  the  case, 
though  then  in  vain.  I  did  nol  say  they  were 
twice  as  long.  I  said,  and  I  now  say,  that  tlie  proofs 
in  the  case,  upon  oath,  and  the  only  proofs  I  had 
seen — proofs  which  satisfied  the  commiltee  ofthe 
Senate  and  the  Senate — showed  that  they  were 
nearly  twice  as  long,  or,  al  all  events,  they  were 
advertised  at  only  one  third  of  the  distance  which 
they  afterwards  turned  out  lobe. 

Now,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
petition  for  relief.  Sir,  when  the  genlleman  from 
New  York  was  making  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  this  humble  petition  of  poor  and  humble  men, 
I  could  nol  help  reflecting  upon  the  difference  be- 
tween the  action  of  the  gentleman,  or  his  prede- 
cessors, in  the  past,  with  his  probable  action  in 
'  the  future.  I  coultJ  not  help  contrasting  his  con- 
I  duct  on  this  occasion  with  the  action  of  his  prede- 
1  cessors  upon  the  claims  which  were  presented 
during  the  lost  Congress  by  mail  contractors,  con- 
j  stituents  of  the  genlleman  from  New  York,  who 
filled  these  lobbies,  and  who  did  not  ask  to  be  re- 
leased from  a  fine  inflicted  upon  them;  who  did 
nol  ask  that  this  Government  would  refrain  from 
putting  its  hands  into  their  pockets,  and  taking 
their  own  private  money  in  the  rigorous  infliction 
of  an  urgust  fine,  but  who  said  that  they  had  made 
a  bad  bargain,  and  demanded  the  small  sum  of 
several  hundred  thousand  dollnr.i  as  nn  indemnity 
for  their  want  of  judgment.  That  claim  was  cJii- 
ried  through,  as  all  such  claims  are,  by  the  influ- 
ence brought  to  bear  upon  Congress  from  that 
great  omnipotent  commercial  emporium.  But 
when  an  humble  mail  contractor  from  the  West, 
beaten  down  and  ground  lo  the  earth  by  the  par- 
simoniousness — perhaps  it  is  necessary — of  the 
Department  under  Ihs  cheap  postage  system — a 
cheap  postage  brought  about  by  the  great  cities, 
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in  order  that  the  merchants  may  circulate  their 
circulars  at  the  expense  of  taxation  upon  the 
people  of  the  Weal — when  such  a  contractor 
comes  here,  under  all  these  circumstances,  ground 
down  by  the  force  of  competition  to  the  low- 
est limit,  and  compelled  by  the  rules  of  the  De- 
partment to  accept  the  service  for  the  lowest 
possible  sum,  and  asks,  not  indemnity,  but  to  be 
released  from  an  unjust  fine,  they  are  met  with 
such  replies  as  that  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  Why  is  this  difference  made?  Why 
is  it  that  after  paying  our  fair  share  towards  sup- 
porting this  Department,  which  has  become  a  sort 
of  merchants'  express,  and  is  regulated  at  the  will 
of  merchants,  because  they  regulate  its  amount  of 
business,  we  are  to  be  treated  so  differently  from 
those  who  axk  more,  merely  because  they  ask 
■  more?  I  was  a  mail  contractor  under  that  same 
letting,  and  I  know  of  my  own  personal  experience 
and  personal  losses,  that  mail  contractors  could  not, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times,  have 
borne  the  hardships  inflicted  on  my  constituents. 
Just  at  that  time,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances, 
ererything  which  these  mail  contractors  were 
obliged  to  buy — horses  and  provender  of  eirery 
description — rose  in  price  upon  an  average  of  one 
hundred  per  cent,  at  leost.  I  know  that  this  is 
true,  because  1  had  a  good  right  to  know.  These 
contractors  bid  for  various  routes,  looked  over  and 
selected  what  suited  them,  and  rejected  others  that 
they  did  not  like.  Where  did  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sabe]  get  his  information  in  re- 
gard to  these  gentlemen  i  It  is  entirely  gratui- 
tous, and  is  not  true.  These  contractors  bid  for 
contracts  upon  variousroutes,  and  they  performed 
service  upon  most  of  them,  while  other  mutes 
were  let  through  their  instrumentality  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  perhaps  at  a  possible  sacrifice  and  per- 
sonal loss.  They  were  fined  upon  three  only;  and 
they  ask  therefore  to  be  released  from  the  fineim- 
posed  upon  them.  When  the  routes  were  dis- 
covered to  be  longer  than  was  at  first  supposed, 
the  Department  relet  them;  but  lhe]r  coula  not  do 
so  without  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  terms. 
The  dlfTerence  between  the  two  lettings  is  the  sum 
which  these  contractors  desire  to  be  reimbursed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 
The  report  slates  that  some  of  the  routes  bid  for 
by  these  persons  were  much  longer  than  at  first 
supposed.  Is  that  the  chief  reason  urged  for  the 
passage  of  the  Mil  > 

Mr.  EWING.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
these  contractors  ask  to  be  released  from  the  fins 
imposed  upon  them. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  to  a  section  in  the  adver- 
tisement of  the  Department. 

Mr.  EWINQ.     I  will  explain  that  directly. 

Mr.  SMITH.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  1  will  read  it: 

"  8.  Tka  dlMsneea  are  given  secordint  to  the  bed  tnlbrai- 
atinn ;  bat  no  iiKi«a«ed  pajr  will  be  allowrd  ihould  Ibey 
be  (reater  (ban  advrrtiaed.  If  Ibe  poinu  to  be  lupplled  be 
correciljr  Mated.  Bidden  moet  Infonn  ibemKlvei  oa  Ibis 
poiol." 

Mr.  EWING.  I  will  explain  the  roeaninc  of 
the  section  just  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, as  far  as  I  can.  I  know  very  well  that 
uie  laws  of  the  Department  could  not  release  these 
contractors  from  the  fine,  and  therefore  the  reason 
of  this  application  to  Congress. 

It  would  not,  perhaps,  do  for  Coneress  to  say 
that  a  contractor  should  be  always  released  from 
a  contract  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  half  a  mile  or 
a  mile  longer;  but  the  contractors  in  this  case, 
where  the  distance  proved  to  be  so  great,  apply 
to  the  equity  and  justice  of  Congress  to  pay 
back  to  them  the  money  which  was  exacted  from 
them  by  the  Department.  I  know  very  well  that 
the  terms  of  the  law  state  that  contracts  must  be 
let  upon  exact  distances.  But  here  was  a  first  letting 
in  a  new  country  where  the  distances  wei-e  taken 
from  maps,  ana  which  were  vaguely  and  blindly 
given.  The  bidders  themselves  knew  nothing  of 
the  distances,  save  aa  they  procured  them  in  this 
way,  and  as  a  result,  these  mistakes  occurred. 
The  Department  states  the  distance  is  so  much. 
The  statements  of  the  Department  in  the  advertise- 
ments are  usually  correct;  but  if  thejrdonot  mean 
to  informthebiddersof  the  correct  distances,  why 
make  any  statement  at  all  about  it,  and  why  not 
leave-  a  blank  ? 

They  might  aa  well  leave  the  advertisements 


with  simply  the  names  of  the  termini,  with  blanks 
as  to  the  distances.  If  it  were  not  intended  to  give 
correct  statements  and  information  as  to  the  dis- 
tance of  the  route,  of  course  the  law,  aa  interpre- 
ud  by  the  Department,  does  not  provide  for  the 
relief  of  these  people,  otherwise  they  would  not 
be  found  applying  to  Congress  for  relief. 

1  simply  ask  here — not  that  which  has  been 
conceded  to  other  contraelora — not  that  which  was 
conceded  to  the  constituents  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
New  York  during  the  last  Congress,  when  indem- 
nity was  made  for  the  losses  sustained  by  a  com- 
pany of  contractors  undera  bad  contract — I  simply 
ask  that  these  men  who  attempted  to  fulfill,  and 
who,  for  the  greatest  part,  did  fulfill  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  Government;  who  discharged  all  their 
obligations  under  peculiar  hardships — for  there 
has  not  been  any  letting  under  which  so  much 
hardship  has  been  inflicted  on  western  mail  con- 
tractors, and  from  which  such  losses  and  bank- 
ruptcy have  resulted — I  simply  ask,  I  say,  that 
relief  be  extended  to  these  men  by  Congress. 
They  have  discharged  their  duty  under  peculiar 
difficulties,  and  they  simply  ask  to  be  released 
from  the  fines  imposed  on  them  by  the  Postmaster 
General. 

I  hope  the  House  fully  understands  the  case; 
and  begging  pardon  for  engrossing  so  much  of 
their  time,  which  I  had  not  intended  to  do,  and 
would  not  have  done  but  for  the  objections  that 
have  been  made  in  the  matter,  I  now  desire  to 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GROW.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  withdraw  for  a  moment  his  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  EWING.  No;  I  cannot  now  consent  to 
withdraw  my  call  for  the  previous  question.  I 
have  already  done  so  to-day  once  before;  but  as  I 
speak  with  great  difficulty,  1  do  not  wiah  to  doao 
again. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  withdraw  bis  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
House  to  be  put  into  full  possession  of  the  factsof 
the  case.  For,  1  say  here,  that  the  House  is  not 
at  this  time  in  possession  of  ths  facts;  and  all  I 
ask  is  that  thegentleman  from  Kentucky  will  agree 
to  allow  the  House  to  understand  thoroughly  the 
question  before  us.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  memo- 
rial of  the  petitioners,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  EWING.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
desires  to  have  the  memorial  read,  it  can  be  done. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  has  been  already  read  by  the 
Clerk.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Saob]  comes  now  with  a  letter  from  the  Depart- 
ment; but  I  think  the  question  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed,- and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  House  needs 
afty  further  enlightenment  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  will  allow  me  to  read  the  memorial  of 
the  petitioners,  1  think  I  will  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
House  that  aQer  all  there  has  been  no  very  great 
hardship  sustained  by  these  persons, 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky would  withdraw  for  a  moment  or  two  his 
call  for  the  previous  question.  1  want  to  make  a 
single  remark,  and  to  present  an  abstract  of  facta 
in  the  case. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky declines,  as  the  Chair  understands,  to 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question ;  and 
consequently  debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Then  I  hope  the  House 
will  vote  down  the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  the  previous 
question  was  not  seconded, only  thirty-three'mem- 
bers — not  a  sufficient  number — voting  for  it. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to 
state  to  the  House — and  I  do  so  upon  the  memo- 
rial presented  by  these  gentlemen,  the  claimants 
— the  facts,  the  real  facts  in  the  case.  It  appears 
from  the  memorial  that  the  contractors  made  bids 
for  fourteen  routes  in  Texas 

Mr.  EWING,  (interrupting.)  Let  the  memo- 
rial be  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  No.  I  will  briefly  state 
the  facts. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  would  rather  have  the  me- 
morial rend  from  the  table. 

Mr,  EDGERTON.  It  is  not  necessary.  These 
persons  got  the  contracts  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails  on  fourteen  routes  in  Texas.    One  of  ths 


contractors  went  from  Kentucky  to  Texaa  for  th« 
purpose  of  examining  the  eountry.  It  appean 
that  the  Post  Office  Defiartmeni  were  without  an^ 
previous  knowledge  as  to  the  condition  of  iha 
country;  but  the  bids  for  the  conlrucu  were  taken 
on  the  representation  of  some  persons  in  whom 
they  had  confidence.  Thiscontractorwentdown, 
as  I  said,  from  Kentucky  to  Texas,  and  on  hi*  arri- 
val there  he  found  himself  greatly  deceived  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  eounlrjr  and  the  slate  of  th« 
roads  over  which  the  mails  were  to  be  carried, 
insomuch  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  succeeded 
in  employing  persons  to  carry  the  mail  on  one 
part  of  the  route.  He  succeeded  in  employing 
persons  to  carry  the  mails  upon  parts  of  the  routes; 
and  those  routes  over  which  he  could  not  get  per- 
sons to  carry  the  mails  for  a  less  sum  than  ineir 
bids,  they  abandoned. 

They  state,  that  for  their  failure  to  execute  the 
bonds  required  by  the  Department,  as  security  for 
carrying  the  mails  over  the  aforesaid  routes,  that 
is,  the  three  routes  upon  which  they  have  been 
fined,  the  Postmaster  (General  has  imposed  fines 
to  the  amount  of  |1,644.  The  length  of  tbes* 
routes  is  not  the  cause  of  their  complaint.  It  is 
not  so  stated  in  the  memorial.  Their  complaint 
is  the  fact  that  they  were  deceived  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  country  over  which  the  routes  pass;  and,  in 
the  concluding  prayer  of  the  memorial,  they  state 
that  they  ■*  conceive  that  it  cannot  be  for  the  inters 
eat  of  the  General  Government  rigorously  to  exact 
from  its  citizens,  your  petitioners  and  their  guaran- 
tors, a  forfeiture  incurred  hy  their  failure"— or, 
more  properly,  their  inability  to  comply  with  a  hard 
bargain.  "  They  therefore  pray  that  your  honor- 
able body  will  take  their  case  into  consideration, 
and  exonerate  them  from  the  fine  and  forfeitur* 
aforesaid,  or  extend  to  them  such  relief  as  maybe 
deemed  reasonable."  That  is  the  whole  case. 
They  proposed  to  carry  the  mails  upon  certain 
routes,  and  in  doing  so  they  made  a  bad  bargain. 
They  relet  those  routes  upon  which  they  could 
save  money,  and  the  others,  in  relation  t«  which 
they  could  not  make  adyant^eoua  bargains,  they 
abandoned.  The  Department  fined  them  for  ths 
abandonment.  If  this  relief  is  granted  to  these 
gentlemen,  every  individuid  who  makes  a  bad  bar- 
gain with  the  Uovemnent  will  come  here  and 
claim  remuneration  at  the  hands  of  Congress,  and 
will  cite  this  case  as  a  precedent  for  such  appli> 
cation. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  upon 
this  matter;  for^ke  it  aa  presented  by  its  mends, 
and  is  it  such  a  ease  as  Congress  ought  to  grant 
relief  in?  The  amount  in  controversy  may  not  ba 
very  large,  or  of  any  great  consequence.  But  the 
policy  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  receiving 
bids  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  is  to  se- 
cure a  faithful  performance  of  the  contracts;  and, 
previous  to  1836,  the  bidders  for  the  routes  wer* 
simply  required  to  present  a  recommendation  to 
the  Department  from  some  persons  known  to  it. 
But  Congress  then  changed  the  law  in  that  res- 
pect, and  required  the  bids  to  be  |naranteed,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  having  reliable  and  suffi- 
cient security  to  secure  and  compel  a  faithful  pei^ 
formance. 

Now,  in  the  case  before  us,  as  in  every  other 
case  of  mail  lettings,  bidders  put  in  bids  upon  a 
larM  number  of  routes.  Then,  on  examinauon  of 
their  routes,  if  they  ascertain  that  they  have  been 
mistaken  in  relation  to  the  nature  of  the  routes, 
and  that  they  have  become  involved  in  expenssa 
above  the  receipts,  is  the  Government  to  relieyn 
them?  Bttiufidt  bidders  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  routes,  who  understood  the  character  of  ths 
country,  and  knew  the  expenses  of  carrying  the 
mail  over  it,  bid  in  the  expectation  that  if  their  bid* 
are  accepted,  they  win  go  on  and  perform  the  ser- 
vice. Buttbey  weredeprived  of  theopportunity  of 
carrying  the  mails,  by  the  competition  of  auch  in- 
dividnak,  who  have  subjected  the  Government 
to  unnecessary  inconvenience  and  delay  by  ths 
non- performance  of  their  contracts,  and  who  have 
subjected  the  citizens  along  these  routes  to  incon- 
venience, delay,  and  disturbance,  in  their  mail 
facilities. 

If  we  grant  this  relief,  we  establish  a  precedent 
for  making  up  for  losses,  which  will  induce  spec- 
ulating men  to  bid  upon  every  route  advertised, 
and  then,  when  they  find  that  thej  have  been  de- 
ceived, or  have  made  hard  liergains,  to  throw  up 
their  contracts  and  apply  to  Congress  for  relief, 
baaed  upon  this  very  cose.    It  is  a  bad  precedent 
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to  eBiablish.  L*t  Government  hold  men  who  take 
conlracia  to  a  strict  accountability;  and  when  the 
Government  has  not  deceived  the  parlies,  nor  done 
any  act  to  tlieir  prejudice,  it  should  not  grant  re- 
lief. The  Government  huH  not  deceived  these  par- 
ties, because  it  gave  notice  to  ihem  of  the  routes, 
and  named  the  points  between  which  they  run; 
and  that  the  contractors  sliould  inform  themselves 
in  relation  to  them.  A  clause  of  the  advertisement 
for  these  lettings  is  in  these  words: 

«'  10,  The  diKtanceR  are  given  according  lo  the  bert  informs 
tinn ;  but  no  incn^awd  |my  will  be  allnwed  tttinulil  Ihty  be 
greater  tliaii  advertiiwd,  it  Lite  points  tu  tie  tsupi>l>ed  be  cor- 
rectly Htattid.  Bidders  luuat  tntunii  Uiuinselves  on  Itiis 
imint." 

If  these  routes  had  been  one  third  less  in  length 
than  they  were  advertised  to  be,  the  parties  would 
h.-ivehadthebenefitof  that  variation.  Ifthey  adver- 
tise a  route  as  three  hundred  miles  in  length,  and 
it  turns  out  to  be  only  two  hundred  and  filty ,  they 
must  pay  for  the  three  hundred  miles  advertised, 
and  the  contractor  would  get  the  benefit  of  it.  I 
am  i>ppo.-ied  to  granting  the  relief  asked  for,  how- 
ever great  the  case  of  individual  hardship;  for  it 
was  one  brought  on  the  parlies  by  their  own 
folly. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  ask  the gentleinan  from 
Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  the  proposition  long 
enongh  to  have  the  memorial  read. 

Mr.  GROW.  1  will  withdraw  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  was  about  to  ask  to  have  the 
memorial  rend. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  do  not  withdraw  the  demand 
for  any  remarks  to  be  made. 

Mr.  EWING.  That  would  be  a  very  hard 
case. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  demand  in  my  favor  a  few  minutes 
since,  and  he  refused.  I  withdraw  only  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  memorial  read. 

The  memorial  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representativet  in 
Congreis  etsemblea ; 
Your  petitionerA.  iatnes  Ji'tTries  nnd  Jeremiah  Rmilh, 
slate  that  Ili'-y  were  the  j^iicceiwral  bidderci  f«ir  c.irryilig 
llie  mail  for  four  years  ending  ttie  IH  ddy  nf  July,  18o4,  on 
fuuite,Mi  routert  in  the  Slate  ot'  Teliia,  nillong  which  were  [ 
UloM  miinberett  fiWS,  6«9,  and  B277.  Your  piMilimiers  1 
■late  tlial  one  of  them  went  from  his  rei^idence  in  Barren 
county,  Kenlnctcy.lo  ihe  State  uf  Texas,  tor  the  pnrpose  of 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  tor  filling  their  con- 
tract ;  but,  on  hisarhViil,  ft)Oird  tiiinselfgreally  deceived  as 
to  Uie  nature  of  the  country  and  ttle  sUle  ol  llic  roads  over 
which  tlie  mails  were  lo  i>e  carried,  insomuch  thtu  it  was 
with  dilTicully  thai  he  succeeded  in  employing  persons  lo 
carry  tlie  ninil  on  only  a  portion  of  the  routes,  vvliieti  lie  did 
by  engaging  to  give  lhi*in  the  whole  of  Ihe  compensation 
Ihey  were  to  receive  IVOni  the  Coverninenl.  Your  petition- 
ers, nnxiou'i  to  carry  their  contract  into  execution  in  good 
faith,  being  willing  lo  lose  their  lime  and  their  necessary 
expenses  incurred  in  traveling.  Yciar  pttlitioners  are  in- 
Atrmed  thai  most  ofttie  persons  with  whom  ttiey  contracted, 
as  aforesaid,  hove  been  snbslitutad  for  them  by  the  Post- 
master t^enerHl  and  it  is  prcsMined  they  have  CYecuied  the 
necessary  bonds,  so  that  ns  to  all  such  mutits  your  pelilion- 
ers  suppose  ihey  are  exonerated.  But  for  their  failure  lo 
execute  bfmds  witii  llie  required  security  for  carrying  itm 
maiJ  on  the  aforesaid  routes — Vos.  6-26^,  6-2159,  and  6-277, 
Ihey  have  been  fined  by  the  Postmusier  Genenil  in  the 
nun  ot  ^1,641,  part  of  wliii-h,  viz  ;  ■9-1-14,  ihey  have  paid- 
Now  your  petitioners  stau-  that  the  disiance  on  route  No. 
6*.269  was  stated  in  Ihe  advertisement  of  Ihe  Oepartinentin 
Im!  thirty  five  miles,  wllen^as  Ihey  have  been  informed,  and 
believe'the  actual  dislunce  is  atiout  seventy  five  niilus  ;  and 
Ihey  have,  more<tver,  understood  from  information  that  the 
real  distance  on  all  the  routes  in  Texas  which  they  bid  off, 
exceeded  that  slated  in  Ihe  advertisement — Ihey  looked  to 
Ihe  advertisement  lor  the  distances,  and  have  thus  been  mis- 
led. Itut,  however  deceived  or  misled,  your  petitioners 
humbly  conceive  that  it  cannot  be  lor  Ihe  interest  of  the 
tiovernment  rigorously  to  exact  from  itscitiEcns,  your  pe- 
titioners and  their  guarantors,  a  forteiture  incurred  by  their 
failure,  or  iiifire  properly,  their  inability,  to  comply  with  a 
hard  barg;un.  'i'hey  tiierelore  pray  that  your  honorable 
body  will  lake  their  case  into  consideration,  and  exonerate 
Ihem  froni  the  fine  and  forfeiture  aforesaid,  or  extend  lo 
Ibeiii  such  relief  as  may  be  dceuied  reasonahle- 

JAMB8  JEFFRIES, 
J.  M.  S-MITH. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  hops  the  House  will  refuse  to 
second  the  demand. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Is  there  not  a  motion  pending 
to  refer  the  bill  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  such  a  motion  pend- 
ing, but  the  question  is  first  upon  referring  lo  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 


The  SPEA  KER.  The  question  now  recurs  on 
the  motion  tu  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EWING.  Is  not  the  call  for  the  previous 
queation  now  exhausted  f 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  and  will  not  be 
until  the  motions  to  commit  are  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  1  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  takle. 

Ths  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  refused 
10  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  there  being,  oaa  divis- 
ion— ayes  48,  noes  not  counted. 

The  quesitiiti  was  then  taken  on  the  reference 
of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

SENATE  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  DEFICIENCY 
BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
resolve  iiself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  lo. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Ci>mmiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe  Union, 
(Mr.  Chanbler  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  under  con- 
sideration when  ihecommiileewas  last  in  session, 
was  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  the  bill  be  laid  aside, 
that  we  may  take  up  for  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  dtficiency  bill. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  commit- 
tee at  present  in  explaining  the  action  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency  bill.  The 
bill  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
contained  appropriations  to  ihe  amount  of  nearly 
jll,5UO,000.  TheSenate,  by  iw  action,  has  added, 
as  ainendinents  to  the  bill,  appropriations  (besides 
indefinite  ones)  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
#2,000,000.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean.-", 
Ill  considering  those  amendmenia  of  the  Senate, 
concluded  to  recommend  to  the  House  the  adop- 
tion of  a  number  of  iheni,  amounting  lo  little  less 
than  #500,000.  If  the  recommemlalion  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  adopted,  there 
will  be  still  more  than  #1,500,000  involved  in  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

A  portion  of  the  amendment  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  in  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  agree  in  recommending  to  the  adoption  of 
the  House,  consist  of  appropriations  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians.  These 
amount  lo  about  #150,000-  The  object  of  having 
ihem  III  this  bill  is,  that  the  Department  may  be 
enabled  lo  have  at  their  command  this  sum  of 
money  in  advance  of  the  passage  of  the  regular 
Indian  appropriation  bill.  This  money  is  for  an- 
nuities we  are  bound  lo  pay  to  the  Sioux  Indiana 
in  Minnesota,  by  treaties  made  with  them  in 
1851.  A  portion  of  these  annuities  have  to  be 
paid  in  goods,  and  as  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Afl'airs,  under  existing  laws,  is  required  to  give 
sixty  tJays'  notice  for  proposals  for  furnishing 
those  goods,  and  as  those  goods  have  to  be  trans- 
ported from  the  Atlantic  cities  lo  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  it  is  important,  nay  more,  it  is  neces- 
sary, that  these  goods  should  be  delivered  to  the 
Indians  agents  in  the  summer  monlhs.  For  if  we 
wail  until  the  rivers  are  frozen,  the  transportation 
would  have  lo  be  entirely  by  lanil  from  the  shores 
of  Lake  Michigan.  The  ap[iropriation  does  not  in- 
crease the  expenditures  of  ihe  Government  at  all. 
It  is  a  mere  transfer  of  this  appropriation  from 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  to  this  deficiency 
bill,  and  ihe  Department  urges  upon  Congress 
that  a  similar  course  shall  he  pursued  with  the 
appropriations  designed  for  the  next  year. 

TheCommiiteeof  Way  sand  Means  also  find  an 
amendment  adopted  by  the  Senate,  appropriating 
#500,000  towards  ihe  construction  of  water-works 
for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 
This  appropriation  is  proposed  asarfcyicifiic!/.  The 
sum  ol  #100,000  was  nnproprialed  by  the  last 
Congress  10  be  expendeil  on  these  works  during 
the  present  fiscal  year.  I  am  informed  that,  since 
the  passage  of  this  bill  by  the  Senate,  a  portion 
of  the  workmen  who  have  been  employed  upon 
these  works  have  been  discharged,  and  no  more 
have  been   retained  than  can  be  employed  under 


the  appropriation  during  the  residue  of  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year. 

A  more  important  question  than  that  of  erjte- 
(filing  the  work  by  making  appropriations  in  ad- 
vance of  the  regular  appropriation  bills  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mfans, 
whether  Congress  will  prosecute  work  on  this 
aqueduct  upon  the  plan  adopted.  This  plan, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  officers  having 
the  work  in  charge,  will  cost  about  #2,400,000. 
Shall  Congress  prosecute  this  work  or  abandon  it  ? 

It  is  slated  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  can  be 
obtained  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,000,000  by  adopt- 
ing a  different  plan.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  did  not  feel  competent  lo  decide  this 
question;  they  leave  it  for  the  decision  of  the 
House. 

Another  amendment  provides  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  at  Little 
Fulls.  It  appropriates  #75,000.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  cannot  concur  in  this,  but 
recommend  to  the  House  to  disagree  lo  it. 

There  is  another  important  amendment  made 
by  the  Senate,  which  was  much  discussed  at  the 
lime  the  deficiency  bill  *aa  under  consideration 
here  before:  I  refer  to  the  appropriations  for  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  work  on  various  custom- 
houses. It  will,  be  recollected  that  the  first  de- 
ficiency bill  failed  in  this  House  in  consequence 
of  burdening  it  with  appropriations  for  custom- 
houses. A  second  bill  was  reported  by  the  Cnm- 
miiiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  omilting  tnem.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient lo  report  a  separate  bill,  providing  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  on  those  custom-houses, 
and  also  providing  some  additional  guards  and 
checks  upon  the  expenditure  of  that  money.  The 
Senate  has  added  to  this  deficiency  bill  all  those 
custom-houses  which  were  defeaiecl  here,  and  has 
also  made  appropriations  lo  the  amount  of  #450,000 
in  addition — #250,000  of  it  for  the  completion  of 
the  custom-house  at  San  Francfsco,  and  #200,000 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  custom-house  at 
Portland,  Moine,  the  late  custom-house  in  that 
city  having  been  burnt  down. 

Again,  there  is  another  class  of  appropriations 
for  the  completion  of  marine  hospitals.  The  Sen- 
ate has  added  on  appropriation  for  such  marine 
hospitals  as  were  adopted  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  here,  but  rejected  in  the  House.  In 
addition  to  those,  it  has  appropriated  #15,000 
towards  constructing  a  new  hospital  at  the  town 
of  Burlington,  in  the  Slate  of  Iowa.  While  we 
were  discussing  the  proposed  expenditures  for 
custom-houses  and  marine  hospitals,  it  was  urged 
in  the  House  by  the  advocates  of  these  appropri- 
ations, that  it  was  necessary  that  fire-proof  build- 
ings should  be  erected. 

In  explanation  of  the  action  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  upon  this  subject,  ilia  proper 
to  say  they  desire  to  see  erected,  substantial  fire- 
proof builtlinss,  but  do  not  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending large  expenditures  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  ornamental  public  buildings.  Whilst 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  desire  to  se- 
cure a  wise  public  economy,  they  do  not  desire 
the  Government  to  be  either  parsimonious  or  nig- 
gardly in  its  expenditure  of  money  upon  important 
public  buildings.  It  must  also  be  recollected  that 
these  appropriations  are  not  lUficieneita,  The  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shows  that 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  money  already  appro- 
priated for  the  erection  of  these  ciislom-housea 
has  been  expended.  Perhaps  not  one  fourth  of 
the  money  appropriated  has  been  expended  up  to 
this  time;  certainly  it  was  not  expended  in  the 
month  of  January  last,  the  date  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There  has  been, 
and  now  is,  sufficiency  of  money  on  hand  in  the 
Treasury,  as  appears  by  that  report,  which  may 
be  applied  to  the  erection  and  completion  of  these 
builiJings,  and  more  money  than  can  be  wisely  ex- 
pended during  the  residue  of  ihis  fiscal  year.  For 
these  reasons,  the  Committee  of  Ways  nnd  Means 
felt  themselves  bound,  at  that  time,  lo  oppose 
those  appropriations,  and  for  the  same  reasons 
they  now  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  this 
amendment. 

I  did  not  expect,  in  the  few  remarks  which  I 
fell  called  upon  to  make  in  explanation  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee,  to  comment  upon  every 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate.  There  will 
be  time  for  this  when  the  five-minute  debate  shall 
commence;  end  I  hope  that  the  House,  when  the 
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commiUeehaTe  riMn,  will  ^pee  to  cloae  debate  at 
an  earljr  hour,  for  a  great  deal  of  the  money  ap- 
propriated in  this  bill,  in  the  form  in  which  the 
appropriations  were  passed  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenlativea,  is  needM,and  needed  at  this  moment, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Gotremment.  I  shall  therefore  feel  raTself  bound 
to  ask  the  House  to  close  the  general  debate  upon 
this  bill  at  an  early  period.  Some  other  bill  can 
b«  taken  up  upon  which  general  diacU8sion,can  be 
rssumed.  I  hope,  therefore,  when  we  shall  go 
into  the  House  again,  a  resolution  will  be  passed 
closing  the  general  debate  upon  this  bill  to-roor- 
tow,  lor  in  such  debate,  I  am  satisfied,  very  little 
will  be  said  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  of 
Money  proposed  to  be  made  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  addressed  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  for  the  organization  of 
territorial  gOTernments  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 
H*  said  that  the  bill  was  assailed  by  many  who 
admitted  the  correctness  of  the  principle  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  and  yet  objected  to  it  as  a 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  act  of  l&O.  If  that  act 
bad  no  further  claim  upon  theirconsideration  than 
its  own  intrinsic  merits,  it  surely  would  be  illogi- 
cal to  say  that  the  wrong  of  their  predecessors 
should  be  a  bar  to  righteous  action  on  their  own 
part. 

But  it  was  mid  that  the  act  of  1830  was  some- 
thing more  than  a  legislative  act;  that  it  was  the 
result  of  a  compact,  an  agreement  between  the 
two  great  sections  of  the  confederacy  at  that  time 
intended  to  be  perpetually  obligatory.  It  was, 
then,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  examine  into 
the  truth  of  this  allegation;  for  if  it  were  true, 
then,  whatever  might  be  the  merits  of  the  meas- 
ure before  them,  it  could  not  receive  the  assent  or 
concurrence  of  any  honorable  man. 
_  Now,  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  examina- 
tion, he  had,  with  great  care,  lookra  into  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  ses- 
•ioos  of  1630- "21,  for  the  truth  of  the  proposition 
was  not  to  be  tried  by  hearsay  evidence,  but  by 
the  records — the  faithful  chroniclers  of  the  past, 
and  the  unerring  guides  for  the  future. 

He  would  say  in  advance,  and  say  it  boldly, 
that  so  far  from  th<  Journals  showing  that  any 
•uch  compact  or  agreement  as  was  now  allied 
was  then  entertains]  between  the  Representatives 
of  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  those  from  the 
■laveholding  States,  there  was  not  a  page  relative 
to  this  subject-matter  which  did  not  dispute  the 
Msertion. 

Mr.  P.  then  quoted  from  the  Joumalsof  1820-'21 
to  show  that  the  idea  of  the  Missouri  act  of  1830 
being  a  compact  or  agreement,  was  not  entertained 
at  that  time,  and  in  behalf  of  the  North  he  rejected 
this  argument  as  a  reproach  and  a  calumny  upon 
that  great  section  of  tne  Confederacy. 

Mr.  BENTON  and  Mr.  HARRIS  took  the 
floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENTON  staled  that  he  would,  for  the 

£  resent,  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
lississippi,  on  condition  that  he  (Mr.  Bchtom) 
would  be  entitled  to  it  to-morrow  morning. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If- there  is  no  objection 
on  the  part  of  the  committee,  that  will  be  the  order 
of  proceedings. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  was  here  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  the  hands  of  Sidket  Web- 
ster, Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary,  notifying  the 
House  that  he  did,  on  the  30th  instant,  approve 
and  sign  House  bill  No.  32,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
■uthorizs  the  school  commissioners  of  fractional 
township  number  one,  of  range  ten  east,  in  Ala- 
bama, to  locats  one  half  section  of  land  for  school 
purposes. " 

MESSAGZ  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Asburt  Dickins,  its  Secre- 
tary, notifying  the  House  thst  the  Senate  had 
passed  a  bill  and  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  following  titles: 

H.  R.  No.  235.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Granon 
Baker. 

Joint  resolution  of  the  House  authorizing  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the 
•xpenses  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Territorial  Assembly  of  Oregon  to  prepare  i 
a.  code  of  laws;  also,  to  adjust  the  expense  of  col- 1| 


lecting  and  printing  certain  laws  and  archives  of 
the  l^rritory  of  Oregon;  severally  withoutamend- 
ment. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  first  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House,  and  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Houte  to  the  third  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  (House  bill  No.  47)  making 
appropriations  for  tlie  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1855;  and 
ask  a  conference  with  the  (louse  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi,  then  addressed 
the  committee  for  some  time  in  regard  to  the  Ne- 
braska bill.     He  had  not  concluded,  when 

Mr.  KEITT  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  my  friend 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Harris]  is  unwell,- and 
unable  to  proceed;  and  therefore,  with  his  per- 
mission, 1  move  that  tlie  oommitt^  do  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  yield  to  that  motion? 

Mr.  HARRIS  expressed  his  assent. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally,  and  especially  House  bill 
No.  271,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  to  oiTer  a  resolution 
to  close  the  debate  on  this  bill  in  two  hours  after 
the  committee  shall  have  resumed  its  considera- 
tion; and  on  that  motion  1  demand  the  previous 
question. 

Several  Members.    Oh,  no !   - 

Mr.  HIESTER.  1  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  latter  motion; 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon ,  at  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
TcESDAT,  JlprU  35, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdeh. 

Thejournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
SELECT  COMMITTEE. 
The   PRESIDENT    pro    tempore    appointed 
Messrs.  Everett,  Todcet,  Mallort,  Dawson, 
and  NoRRis,  as  the  Select  Committee  to  consider 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  Science,  praying  that  an  appropria- 
tion be  made  to  enable  Professor  Mitchell  to  con- 
struct a  machine  for  observing  right-ascensions 
and  declinations  by  the  aid  of  magnetism. 
MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempor*  appointed 
Messrs.  Hohtbr,  Shields,  and  Bell,  as  mana- 
gers, on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  the  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  makingappropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1855. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  resolutions  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  North  Benton,  Ohio,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska 
bill;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Robert  B.  Forbes,  praying  the  establishment  of 
floating  schools  in  the  principal  seaports  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  lakes,  for  the  partial 
education  of  seamen;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  presented  a  petition  of  cit- 
izens of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  Jersey ,  remonstrating  agai  nst  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  Missouri  compromise;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  an  exten- 
sion or  renewal  of  Wood  worth's  patent  for  a 
planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Franklin  Institute  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  Promotion  of  the 
Mechanic  Arts,  praying  that  the  Executive  of  the 
United  Stales  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  for  the  establishment 
of  a  coinage  for  the  two  countries  identical  in  every- 


thing but  nam*;  which  was  reisrred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Finance, 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  heirs-at-Uw  of  Samuel  R. 
Fisher,  the  surviving  partner  of  the  firm  of  Joshua 
Fisher  &  Sons,  praying  payment  for  goods  taken 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  Philadelphia,  in 
1774,  for  the  use  of  the  Army;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  steel  in  sheets,  a* 
well  as  steel  in  oars,  may  be  admitted  free  of 
duty;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Also,  five  petitions  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Uwchlan  monthljr 
meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  of 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  biM;  whicn 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
signed  by  Henry  Vethake,  Provost  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  William  H.Allen,  Pres- 
ident of  Girard  Cfollege,  L.  A.  Qodey ,  Joel  Jones, 
A.  V. Parsons, Edward  King,  Elliott Cresson, and 
others,  praying  Congress  to  set  apart  three  or  four 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  national  domain  for 
the  education  of  female  teachers;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Washington  J.  Jackson, 
William  J.  McElroy,  and  other  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, remonstrating  against  the  ratification  of  an 
international  copyright  treaty  with  Great  Britain; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
BENJAMIN  ROVTE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Rowe,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  recommitted,  with  addi- 
tional evidence,  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  move  that  it  be  reeommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  present  now  additional  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  that  ease.  I  move  that  they 
be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  de  Wolf,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for 
losses  sustained  in  consequefice  of  having  been 
suspended  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
United  Slates  consul  at  Sidney,  Nova  Scotia, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  M.  Jean  Deplaigne, 
a  French  subject,  resident  in  Mexico,  pra]ring 
indemnity  for  the  loss  of  certain  property  seizM 
by  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  afler  the 
surrender  of  Frontera  de  Tabasco,  asked  to  ba 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

.  He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  G.  More- 
head,  late  United  States  consul  at  Valparaiso, 
praying  compensation  for  the  time  he  acted  as 
chargg  d'affaires,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 
_  Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Margaret  Barnitz,  sole  heir  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  David  Greer,  praying  for  commutation, 
and  for  the  payment  of  moneys  due  her  deceased 
father  by  the  United  States,  on  account  of  ad- 
vances made  by  him  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  woq 
ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  C.  C.  Beatty, 
son  and  executor  of  Reading  Beatty,  praying  an 
increase  of  the  pension  sllowed  his  father  forser- 
vices  as  surgeon  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  slao,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Caty  White,  widow 
of  William  White,  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Q. 
Gibson's  regiment  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution* 
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praying  for  arrears  of  pension  due  her,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  therenn;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Hiram  Upson  and 
others,  of  Warwick,  New  York,  praying  that 
pensions  may  be  granted  to  the  children  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  were  killed  or  died  in  service 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  whose  moth- 
ers would  have  been  entitled  to  pensions  if  they  had 
survived,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  wu 
ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEW.A.RD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward 
Bnrtlett  and  others,  praying  to  be  placed  on-  the 
same  footing  as  pensioners  of  the  Revolution, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, on  the  ground  that  the  committee  had  already 
made  a  report  upon  a  similar  petition. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  |>elitiun  of  the  heirs  of  Nathan 
Daggett,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  his 
services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  submitted 
an  adver-se  report  thereon;  wliich  was  ordered  to 
be  primed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jane  Becannon,  widow 
of  Philip  Becannon,  praying  a  pension  on  account 
of  his  services  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  L.  Meredith,  the  son  and  only  heir 
of  Major  William  Meredith,  late  of  Edmonson 
county,  Kentucky,  praying  compensation  forser- 
vices  and  losses  in  the  revolutionary  war,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to.  He  also  submitted  a  report 
on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committeeon  Pensions, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  pension  laws;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Sarah  Larrabee  and 
Nancy  Bowen,  praying  to  be  allowed  pensions, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
rending.     The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COOPER,  from  the  Committeeon  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bijl  for  the  relief  of  Robert  C.  Thompson,  only 
surviving  child  and  le^l  representative  of  William 
Thompson,  deceased,  formerly  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  Army  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  representative 
of  Henry  King,  praying  payment  for  arrears  due 
him  for  services  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PETITION  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TOUCEY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  George  Dennet  be  with- 
drawn from  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  ike  Com- 
miltee  on  Commerce. 

MAISON  ROUGE  GRANT. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  re|>ort  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  purchasers  and  settlers  on  the 
Maison  Rouge  Grant,  in  the  event  of  the  final  ad- 
judication of  the  title  in  favorof  the  United  States," 
approved  January  27, 1851 .  There  have  been  con- 
tested claims  in  reference  to  this  land,  and  it  is  very 
necessary  that  the  bill  should  be  passed  speedily. 
I  therefore  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  theSen- 
ate  to  put  it  on  its  passage  now. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Itproposes  to  amend  theactof.Tanuary  27, 1851, 
BO  that  the  preemption  privilege  granted  by  the 
second  and  third  sections  of  that  act  shall  extend 
to  the  smallest  legal  subdivisions  on  which  any 
portion  of  the  improvements  or  possession  of  the 
•eMlers  contemplated  by  those  sections,  extends; 
with  a  proviso,  that,  when  the  improvement  or 
possession  of  two  or  more  settlers  exieifds  over 


the  same  forty-acre  subdivision  or  subdivisions,  it 
or  they  shall  be  patented  to  all  the  settlers  whose 
improveinentsextend  thereon,  and  whoavail  them- 
selves of  the  benefit  of  this  act  and  of  the  act  of 
which  it  is  amendatory — the  rigntof  each  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  improvements 
thereon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  explains  the  bill.     I  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  communication  was  read,  as  follows: 

Gknekal  Land  Offick,  March  17,  ;8.=>4. 

Sir:  In  accorrfaiic'  with  your  miiiejjl  I  have  prcp.irei], 
atid  I  have  ttit;  honor  to  inclo^u,  a  ilr:ill  or'  .i  lull  lo  nitiL'itil 
llicaci  of  37 Ui  January,  18.'il,  *'  to  gram  iheriffhlorpri^^'iiio 
tioii  lo  cerluiti  piirclia^uTH  and  !«elllt:r:<  oit  lb*:  Maittoo  Rougti 
Grant,"  Jkc.  The  bill  dot>.8  not  propose  lu  inlcrtVn?  with 
the  rights  ot  thoxe  who  piirchaHed  iroiii  Daniel  Cox,  aixt 
whose  rights  are  protected  by  the  first  seclioii  of  the  act  of 
Itk'il,  buthiinply  lo  extend  the  provisions  of  the  oUier  sec- 
tions, so  ih.-u  Uie  aciual  settlers  may  get  all  the  lands  Im- 
proved by  them.  As  settlers,  they  have  higher  rights  than 
any  one  else;  and  the  Government  ^ill  get  the  iniiiimuin 
price  (or  the  land.  Every  principle  of  justice  and  expe- 
diency would  seem  lo  require  the  enacuneut  of  such  a 
provikion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  NVIL:30N,  C'aiufniuioner. 

Hon.  Hubert  W.  Johnson, Settote  Chamber, 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  "  to 
grant  other  lands  in  lieu  of  certain  sixteenth  sec- 
tions in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  heretofore  dis- 
posed of  by  the  United  Stales  for  other  than 
school  purposes,"  have  instructed  me  to  report  it 
back  with  amendments,  and  to  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  bill  as  thus  amended.  I  ask  the 
Senate  to  allow  it  to  be  put  on  its  passage  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  agree  to 
consider  the  bill  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded, 
as  in  Committeeof  the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill. 

It  proposes  to  enact  that,  in  all  cases  where  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  the  sixteenth  section 
of  land  in  any  township  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi has  been  given  to  an  Indian  as  a  reservation, 
or  has  been  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States,  so  that  it  cannot  now  be  used  for  school 
purposes,  the  Secretary  shall  permit  such  person 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Missis- 
sippi for  that  purpose,  to  lorjite  another  section  in 
legal  subdivisions  on  any  of  the  vacant  lands  of 
the  United  States  in  any  land  district  where  that 
sixteenth  section  lies. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  the  State  of  Mississippi,"  where 
they  first  occurred,  and  insert  "any  State  in  which 
there  are  public  lands;"  and  to  strike  out  "  Gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi,"  and  insert  "  Governor  of 
such  State."  , 

Mr.  BROWN.  These  amendments  are  simply 
meant  to  make  the  bill  general,  instead  of  confining 
its  provisions  to  a  single  Slate.  1  have  no  objec- 
tion to  them  myself. 

Tfce  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time,  and 
paused.  Its  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read:  "A 
bill  to  grant  other  lands  in  lieu  of  certain  sixteenth 
sections  heretofore  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States  for  other  tharvschool  purposes." 

PENSACOLA  MARINE  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  MORTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

ResotvFii,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Penaacola, 
in  Florida. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received,  by  Mr.  McKean,  Chief  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  bill 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  theseveral  States  of  the 
Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro /empoie  then  signed  the 
bill. 

JUDICIAL  EXPENSES. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  loid  before  the 


Senate  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Sttilcs,  transmitting,  and  recommending 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate,  a 
report  of  the  Attorney  General,  suggesting  modi- 
fications in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  legal 
business  of  the  Government. 

Mr.MASON.  I  move  that  the  communication 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  that  this  communication 
is  in  response  to  a  request  from  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment  and  Reform.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  its  proper  reference  should  be  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MASON.     Then  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  1  move  to  refer  the 
communication  to  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment and  Reform,  and  that  it  be  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  motion^  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened ;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Ti/ESDAT,  ^prU  25,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.,WiLUAM  H.  Milburn. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
ORDER  OF   BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  first  in  order 
is  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Phelps,]  provid- 
ing for  closing  the  debate  on  the  deficiency  bill  in 
two  hours  after  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  shall  have  resumed  its  con- 
sideration; and  on  that  motion  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  been  demanded. 

[Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  following 
bill;  which  thereupon  received  the  signature  of  the 
Speaker: 

An  act  making  grants  of  public  lands  to  Ihe 
several  States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  in- 
sane persons.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  has 
been  demanded  upon  the  resolution  utfered  yes- 
terday by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
PiiELFS,]  to  close  debate  upon  the  deficiency  bill 
in  two  hours  after  it  shall  be  again  resumed  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  EWING.  Before  that  vote  is  taken,  I 
should  be  happy  to  have  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  as  I 
shall  not  be  here  on  Monday,  when  such  matters 
are  more  properly  in  order. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  for  information, 
as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  Ihe  President  be  requested,  If  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interests,  to  inlbrm  this  House  whalfl 
steps,  ifany,  have  been  taken  by  UiisGoveniment  to  secure, 
the  permanent  acknowledgment,  by  treaty  of  the  rights  of 
neutrals  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  what  degree  of  success  has  attended  those  efforts,  if  any 
have  been  made. 

ReiOlved^Jurther,  Tliat  the  President  be  requested,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  to  inform  this  Hou?e 
whellier,  in  any  particular,  the  (^vernment  of  Great  Bri  lain 
has  assumed  to  act  for  Spain  in  the  negotiations  consequent 
upon  the  seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior — what  degree  of  re- 
sponsibility that  Govenimcnt  has  assumed  in  the  matter, 
aud  if  so  assuming  to  act  for  Spain,  upon  what  pretext,  if 
any  is  alleged. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  the  object  I  have  in  view  in  presenting  the 
resolution.  As  the  question  is  upon  its  adoption, 
an  explanation  of  the  object  may  influence  some 
members  in  the  vote  they  may  give  upon  it. 

I  drew  up  the  resolution  and  have  submitted  it 
to  the  judgment  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  as  well  as  toother 
gentlemen  outside  of  that  committee,  all  of  whom 
regard  it  as  a  matter  of  practical  importance.  I 
am  as  much  averse  to  wasting  the  time  of  the 
Hou.se  in  the  passage  of  mere  declarations  of  sen- 
timents OS  any  member  can  be.  I  have  always 
been  opposed  to  thatcourse.  But  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced tiie  time  has  come  for  practical  action  upon 
this  subject. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  able  representative  at 
the  court  of  Great  Britain  is  endeavoring  to  per- 
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feet  a  treaty  to  •fleet  the  porpoae  referred  to  in  the 
reaolutioii.  I  know  not  that  it  is  so;  but  it  has 
been  intimated  that  there  is  ^nger  that,  amid  the 
jealousies  of  the  leaders  of  that  great  party  whose 
peculiar  mission  it  is  to  furnish  Presidents  to  this 
country  aiid  to  divide  the  spoils,  that  this  nego- 
tiation may  come  to  naught.  At  all  events,  I 
believe  that  secret  diplomacy  is  of  no  advantage  to 
this  Government.  We  gain  nothing  by  it.  Our 
only  strength  arises  from  the  knowledge  that  the 
tineontrollable  Democracy  of  this  country  plant 
ihemselvesupon  their  rights, and  aredetermined  to 
assert  them,  and  will  not  yield  a  particle  of  them, 
and  that  is  our  greatest,  perhapsour  only  advant- 
age in  negotiationa  with  foreign  Governments. 
Secrecy  gives  us  no  strength,  because  we  cannot 
•ecure  that  profound  secrecy  which  surrounds  the 
diplomacy  of  foreign  Governments. 

(  think,  therefore,  that  this  Derortment  of  the 
Government,  and  the  people  of  the  country,  ought 
to  participate  in  the  councils,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  all  such  matters  as  this.  In  reference  to  the 
last  of  the  two  resolutions,  I  will  also  say  a  word. 
J  perceivein  the  reports  of  tbedebates  of  the  British 
Parliament,  that  a  member  asked  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell what  course  the  British  Government  had  taken 
in  relation  to  the  Black  Warrior  affair.  He  in- 
formed the  House  that  instructions  had  been  trans- 
miued  to  Mr.  Crampton,  the  British  Minister  to 
this  country,  but  that  no  answer  had  been  re- 
ceived. I  read  that  with  amazement.  It  is  im- 
portant ihat  we  should  know  what  action,  if  any, 
that  Government  has  taken  in  relation'  to  that 
affair  in  connection  with  Spain. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  1  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  It  is,  that  this  resolution  gives  rise  to 
debate,  and  must  go  over,  under  the  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
resolution  will  not  go  over,  for  the  reason  that  the 
House  allowed  its  introduction  by  unanimous 
oonsent.  It  is  properly  before  the  House  to  the 
•zehiaion  of  all  other  business.  It  would  go  over 
under  other  circumstances,  but  not  now. 

Mr.  EWINQ.  I  only  wish  to  add,  sir,  that  it 
would  seem  the  purpose  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, or  of  the  present  Ministry  of  that  Govern- 
ment, to  interfere — as  they  have  expressed  their 
determination,  in  conjunction  with  France,  to  do — 
in  the  regulation  of  affairs  upon  this  continent, 
and  all  over  the  universe.  These  are  my  reasons 
for  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  thie  sub- 
ject at  Ibis  time.  I  hope  the  House  will,  at  least, 
see  that  I  have  a  practical  object  in  view;  and 
now,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  gentlemen 
around  me,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
it  is  in  order  at  this  time  to  move  to  refer  this 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afloirs? 
The  genilemsn  from  Kentaeky— — 

Mr.  SWING.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  demanded  the  previous  qoestion 

The  SPEAKER.  Tke  Chair  heard  no  call 
from  the  eentleman. 

Mr.  SWING.    I  certainly  cloaed  my  remarks 
^with  a  demana  for  the  previous  question, 
(lemen  all  round  me  can  testify. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  repeats  that  he 
did  Dot  hear  the  gentleman.  It  is  in  order  to  move 
to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Well,  sir,  I  wish  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  what  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  have  been  coo- 
•ttlted  in  reference  to  this  resolution  ? 

Mr.  EWING.  1  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
answer  the  question. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  then  move  to  refer  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs; 
and  upon  that  motion  I  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  Question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  qnestionordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  KBITT.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may 
again  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  wQI  again  be  read,  unless 
objected  to. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    1  object. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  read. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  if  the  motion 
to  refer  this  resolution  to  the  Committe»on  Foreign 


igen- 


Aflfairs  be  voted  down,  the  question  will  then  recur 
upon  its  passage;  will  it  not? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  then  the  motion  to 
refer  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  referred. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  1  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
resolution  was  referred,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  quesuon  was  taken,  and  the  latter  motion 
agreed  to. 

ESTIMATES  FROM  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  aak  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  have  printed,  for  the  use  of 
members,  certain  estimates  which  1  have  received 
from  the  Departn^nt  of  the  Interior  in  reference 
to  Indian  matters. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 
REPORT  or  COMMITTBB  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  in  order  that  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed ,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  connected  with  territorial  business,  which 
IS  set  down  for  hearing  for  Monday  next. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  L.  then,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
seeondtimeby  its  title,  as  follows,  and  aeferred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  extend  the  rights  of  preemption  over 
unsurveyed  land  in  Minnesota,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

DBFICIENCT  BILL — CLOSE  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Yesterday  evening  I  intro- 
duced a  rsaolulion  proposing  to  close  debate  on 
the  deficiency  bill,  and  eallM  for  the  previous 
question.  I  now  withdraw  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vioua  question,  in  order  to  modify  the  resolution 
so  as  to  propose  that  the  general  debate  on  the  bill 
referred  to,  be  closed  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock. 

[Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"  "Vee!'^] 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  necessity  forthe  passage 
of  the  deficiency  bill,  so  that  the  money  may  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  is  very  great. 
If  we  pursue  the  course  1  have  suggested,  we  shall 
soon  reach  another  bill  on  which  the  general  de- 
bate may  proceed. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  and  there  were,  on  a 

division — yeas  51 

.    Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneaee.    I  call  for  Ullers. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
liMion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  so  that  it 
shall  propose  to  close  general  debate  a  wedc  firom 
to-day.    - 

Mr.  JONES.  Next  week  is  devoted,  by  special 
order  of  the  House,  to  the  consideration  of  terri- 
torial business. 

The  SPEAKER.  ThegenUeman's  amendment 
is  not  in  order,  the  previous  question  baving^een 
called  on  the  resolution. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  PaKUN<,of 
New  York,  and  CHoaoawsLL,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put  cm  seconding  the  call  for 
the  previous  question,  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayesSS 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  a  (uffieient  number. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  ascertain 
whetheraqnorum  be  present,  because  the  question 
is  substantially  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  count  the 
number  of  members  present,  and  announced  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  their 
places,  being  more  than  a  quorum. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
of  the  eentleman  from  Missouri  by  inserting 
"Thursday  next,  at  one  o'clock,"  in  lieu  of  "to- 
morrow, at  one  o'clock;"  and  on  that  I  demand 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Am  I  in  time  to  move  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  "  Tuesday  next, 
at  one  o'clock?" 


The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  would  have 
been  in  time,  but  for  the  fact  that  his  enllesgue, 
occupying  the  floor,  has  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  ask  my  colleagaeto  with- 
draw the  demand  for  the  previous  question  that  I 
may  offer  an  amendment.  • 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  will  withdraw  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  then  move  lo  amend  the 
resolution  so  as  to  close  the  debate  on  Tuesday 
next,  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  MACE.    I  have  a  prior  motion  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER.     What  is  it  ? 

Mr.  MACE.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleinan  from  Indiaria  is  a  highly  privileged  mo- 
tion, but  so  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  and  it  has  been  usual  under  the 
practice  of  the  House  to  give  precedence  to  a  mo- 
tion to  close  debate  on  a  particular  question  over 
a  motion  to  go  into  committee  to  consider  that 
question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  Chair  if  the  order  for  territorial  business 
does  not  commence  on  Monday  next,  and  con- 
tinue during  the  whole  week  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  does. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  it  is  no  use  to  allow  the 
debate  on>this  bill  to  continue  till  Tuesday. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  do  not  think  it  will  do 
us  any  harm. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  will  stave  the  bill  off  for  two 
weeks  lunger.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Peccham.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and,  on  a  division, 
there  were — ayes  73,  noes  53. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail, and 
Tatlok  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed. 

Theonestion  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  80,  noee  61. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  it  was  taken,  and  carried  in  ths 
affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurringupon  the  resolution, 
as  amended, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  Mr.  Jonei's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  as  amended;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DEAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  npon  the  table;  which  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  now  renew  niy  motion  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Ufkton. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  d«« 
cided  in  the  effirmative. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  CnANDLEa  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  before  the 
committee  ie  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
deficiency  bill.  On  that  question  the  member  firom 
Missiseippi  [Mr.  Harkii]  has  still  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAaRK  not  availing  himself  of  his  right, 

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  House  in  oppi» 
sition  to  the  Nebrseka  and  Kansas  bills,  and  in 
favor  of  maintaining  the  Missouri  compromise. 
[See  Appendix  for  his  speech.] 

After  the  expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  to  Mr. 
Bentoh  under  the  rule,  and  before  he  had  con- 
cluded, the  following  proceedings  took  place: 

Several  gentlemen  rose  to  get  the  floor  at  the 
same  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  WektwortbI  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  un- 
derstand that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Benton]  wishes  to  speak  a  few  minutes  longer, 
and  I  am  willing,  with  the  consent  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  yield  him  a  portion  of  my  time  for  that 
purpose. 
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Mr.  SEWARD  and  otherB  objected. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  If  the  gentleman 
from  MisHiusippi,  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor, 
[Mr.  Harris, ]  dues  not  desire  to  avail  himself  of 
bis  ri^hi,  1  wish  to  addrens  the  cumiyittee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  recognizes  the 
gentleman  from  lllnioia  [Mr.  WentwortbJ  as 
having  the  floor. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Certainly, sir,  I  claim 
the  floor;  but  i  nm  willing,  indeed,  I  am  desirous, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  should  have 
enough  of  my  time  to  finish  his  speech. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1  have  nd  objection,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  being  per- 
mitted to  go  on  and  conclude  his  speech;  but  if  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  does  not  want  the  floor,  1 
will  want  it. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri will  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  believe,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  I  have  the  control  of  the  floor,  and  lean 
see  no  objection  to  the  gentleman's  concluding,  if 
he  does  so  nut  of  my  time. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  hope  that  the  courtesy  of 
the  committee  will  be  extended  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  and  that  he  will  be  permitted  to 
occupy  such  further  time  as  will  enable  him  to 
conclude  his  speech.  This  privilege  has  been 
frequently  granted  heretofore. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  has  been  again  and 
again  decided  out  of  order. 

The  CHA-IRMAN.  The  rulea  of  the  House 
must  be  observed.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
has  the  floor,  and  expresses  his  desire  to  yield  it 
to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  for  explanation. 
But  this  cannot  be  done  unless  by  the  general 
consent  of  the  comniiiiee. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  ask  the  Chair  if  I 
have  the  floor;  and,  if  I  am  entitled  to  it  for  one 
hour,  who  m  injured  by  my  giving  fifteen  minutes, 
more  or  less,  of  my  hour  to  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  entitled 
to  the  floor;  and  the  committee  will  preserve  order, 
BO  thai  the  gentleman  can  proceed. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  I  movethatthe 
committee  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a 
motion  to  alter  the  rules. 

[Ciiesof  "No!"No!"J 

Mr.  PERKINS.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Many  Members.  Mr.  Chairman '.  Mr.  Chair- 
man I 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois has  the  floor,  and  .gentlemen  will  take  their 
seals,  and  forbear  conversation. 

In  the  midst  of  much  noise  and  confusion 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  proceeded:  I  wish,  at 
the  outset  of  my  remarks,  to  know,  if  at  any  time 
during  thia  Congress,  or  any  other,  when  any 
member  of  this  House  has  obtained  the  floor,  and 
another  genileman  has  requested  a  short  portion 
of  his  time  to  finish  his  speech,  that  request  has 
ever  been  denied  by  the  House? 

Many  Members.    Never,  never. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  suppose,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  I  have  an  hour,  and  I  can  talk  it  out  if 
necessary;  but,  nevertheless,  iflhegenlleman  from 
Missouri  has  not  finished  his  speech,  as  this  is 
an  important  question — as  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
country  are  turned  to  this  debate,  and  to  the  course 
which  is  to  be  taken  in  the  determination  of  this 
question — I  want  the  whole  country  to  understand  \ 
that  ihe  oldest  man  living  in  Congress,  the  man 
who  was  here  at  the  time  when  the  Missouri  com- 
promise was  adopted,  and  the  only  man  in  the 
whole  Congress,  is  now  refused  a  courtesy  which 
has  been  refused  to  no  other  living  man.  Let  it  go 
out  to  the  country  as  a  Bample  of  the  courtesy  of 
those  who  are  trying  to  control  this  House. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman's  statement  is  not 
true  in  point  of  fact. 

Mr.  ORR.     He  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  KEITT.  As  the  gentleman  wants  the 
facts  to  go  to  the  country,  it  would  be  well  enough 
for  him  to  state  them  as  they  are. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"  all  over  the 
House.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois is  upon  the  floor,  and  gentlemen  will  pre- 
serve order. 

After  order  was  restored, 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  continued:  I  have  not 
been  here  always;  but  this  is  my  ninth  session; 
and  I  am  in  my  seal  as  much  as  any  other  man  in 


Congress;  and  I  never  knew  an  instance  when  this 
appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the  House  was  denied. 
Never,  sir  !  In  the  bitterest  of  parly  times,  John 
duincy  Adams  often  made  the  appeal,  and  it  was 
never  denied  him.  1  make  the  assertion,  and  let 
those  who  dispute  me  contradict  me  by  the  record. 
Where  are  the  instances  un  the  Journals  to  prove 
that  I  am  wrong.'  Sir,  I  now  ask  that  the  oldest 
man  in  the  House,  one  who  knows  more  than  all 
the  rest  of  us  put  together,  may  be  heard  a  few 
moments  out  of  my  hour. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois allow  me  a  word.' 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man for  a  moment. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  understand  ihat  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  would  desire  but  a  few  min- 
utes of  time  longer;  and  I  do  hope,  in  view  of 
the  importance  of  the  question,  and  in  view  of 
the  great  age  and  experience  in  legislation  of  the 
gentleman,  he  will  be  allowed  to  proceed 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  cannot  make  a  speech  inside  of 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  am  proceeding  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Wentworth,]  and  not  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman,] 
for  1  never  appeal  to  his  courtesy. 

[Cries  of  "  Good  ! "  "  Good  !''] 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  say  here,  in  the  face  of  this 
committee,  that  I  have  seen  this  courtesy  extended 
over  and  over  again,  durmg  my  short  probation 
in  Congress,  and  1  ask  if  there  is  anything  pecu- 
liar in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
why  a  discrimination  should  be  made  against 
him? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  in  oraer. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  1  appeal  to  the  committee  to 
extend  to  the  gentleman  a  few  minutes, and  1  hope 
they  will  do  it. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  It  is  evidently  within 
the  power  of  any  one  member  of  the  committee 
to  object  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  proceed- 
ing. I  am  too  well  acqueiinted  with  the  rules  of 
this  House  to  trespass  upon  its  courtesy,  if  it  is 
the  determination,  even  of  one  individual,  to  object. 
But,  if  1  understand  the  rules,  a  majority  may 
allow  the  gentleman  to  proceed,  if  it  is  taken  out 
of  my  lime. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    Notatall. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  What  is  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  upon  the  question  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.    Willthegen- 
lleman  from  Illinois  allow  me  a  word? 
Cries  of"  Order!"  "Order!"] 
r.  WASHBURN.    I  wish  to  stale  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  call  the  gentle- 
man to  order.     He  is  not  addressing  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  not  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  In  the  last  Congress,  a 
case  precisely  similar  to  this  occurred.  A^  f •"■ 
tleman  from  Kentucky  was  occupying  the  floor 
for^  certain  time;  his  time  expired,  and  I  obtained 
the  floor.  I  yielded  to  him  for  further  remarks, 
and  upon  the  motion  of  some  gentleman,  the  com- 
mittee gave  him  an  extension  of  time. 

Mr.  ORR.  That  was  by  unanimous  consent, 
not  by  a  vote  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  was  by  a  vote  of  the 
committee.     The  gentleman  is  misuiken. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  produce  the 
record.  1  do  not  think  such  a  case  has  ever  oc- 
curred. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  cannot  yield  it  but 
for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  except  by  ihe 
unanimous  consent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  From  that  decision  I  re- 
spectfully appeal 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  will  be, 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  committee?" 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  understand  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  pro- 
ceeding with  his  remarks.  If  there  is  not,  I  with- 
draw my  appeal. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  hope  the  objection 
will  be  withdrawn,  if  any  is  made.  I  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  would  have  finished 


Mr 


his  remarks  before  this  time,  if  he  had  been  allowe<l 
to  go  on. 

Several  gentlemen  here  rose  at  the  same  time 
and  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  I  want  to  know  who  is  entilled  to  the 
floor? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois is  entitled  to  the  floor? 

Mr.SMITH.  Then  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  proceed. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois  objects  to  proceeding  in  discourtesy  to  the 
venerable  gentleman  from  Missouri,  who  asks  a 
few  moments  more  in  which  to  conclude  his 
speech. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
that  an  appeol  has  been  taken  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
cannot  proceed  in  the  time  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Well,  if  an  appeal  has 
been  taken,  I  ask  that  it  may  be  decided  without 
further  delay. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  allow  me  to  make  a  single  sug- 
gestion ? 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  will  hear  the  gentle- 
man. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Before  any  further  debate 
is  had,  the  Chair  desires  to  know  whether  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  appeals  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  If  no  other  gentleman  ap- 
peals, I  do. 

Mr.  OLIVER.  Mr.  Chairman, beingdecidedly 
in  favor  of  the  bill  under  discussion,  and  feeling 
that  the  friends  of  the  measure  have  nothing  to  tf&r 
from  the  most  thorough  investigation,  not  even 
from  anything  that  my  venerable  colleague  may 
say  in  opposition, on  accountof  my  respect  for  his 
age  and  position,  I  am  prompted  to  beg  the  com- 
mittee to  extend  to  him  the  courtesy  of  permitting 
him  to  finish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  That  he  may  proceed  in  the 
time  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois? 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Certainly,  within  my 
time. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Now,  1  should  be  very  glad  of 
an  opportunity  of  saying  a  word,  if  I  can  get  the 
attenUnn  of  the  committee.  1  am  perfectly  will- 
ing myself— perfectly  willing — that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  should  be  allowed  to  finish  his  re- 
marks; but  the  committee  will  understand  that 
while  it  is  desirable  to  himself,  to  the  committee, 
and  to  the  country  that  he  should  proceed  in 
order 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.     All  this  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  go  on  and  finish  the  single  remark  I  was 
making. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Well,  sir,  there  are  other 
members  who  desire  to  make  remarks  too.  Debalff 
is  out  of  order,  and  I  think  it  had  better  be  slopped. 

Mr.SMITH.     Have  I  the  floor  or  nol? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir,  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
question. 

Several  Members  called  to  order. 

Mr.  SMITH,  i  appeal  to  the  committee  to 
listen  to  me  for  a  single  moment.       ^ 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Again  I  rise Wa q^iestion 
of  order.  I  must  object  to  any  discussion.  My 
friend  from  Virginia  will  understand  that  I  do  not 
make  any  personal  objection  to  him.  But  as  this 
debate  is  ail  out  of  order,  I  must  insist  upon  tb* 
rules  being  observed. 

Mr.  S^^ITH      Just  one  single  word 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  am  willing  to  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  but  first,  I  desire 
to  know  if  there  is  any  objection  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  proceeding  to  occupy  a  part  of  my 
time  in  concluding  his  remarks?  If  it  is  objected 
that  I  cannot  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri a  portion  of  my  time,  how  can  those  making 
the  objection  appeal  to  my  courtesy,  and  ask  for 
a  portion  of  my  time  to  themselves  ?  The  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  has  the  first  claim.  Ifhecan- 
not  have  my  time,  no  one  can.  Is  there  an  ob- 
jection ?  If  there  is,  I  shall  have  to  make  another 
point,  whereby  I  am  confident  that  I  can  gel  him 
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«  chance  to  ipeok  by  right.  I  think  it  would  look 
better  if  we  allowed  so  old  and  so  wise  a  man  to 
■(>eak  by  courtesy  than  by  right.  I  am  neither 
joking  nor  boasting  when  I  say  that  "Old  Bullion" 
will  yet  be  heard  again  to-day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Certainly  there  ia.  I  have 
objected,  and  other  member*  have  objected. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Then  1  make  the 
point  of  order  that  I  have  the  right  to  yield  the 
floor  to  the  gentleman,  and  that  he  ha*  the  right  to 
occupy  a  portion  of  my  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that, 
according  to  bia  understanding  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  may  proceed 
with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  committee, and 
not  otherwise. 

Mr.CLINGMAN.    I  object. 

Mr.  PBCKHAM.  From  that  decision  1  ro- 
•pecifully  lake  ao  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  then  will 
be,  "  Shali  (he  decision  of  tlie  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  committee?" 

Mr.  ORR.  Upon  that  qaestion  I  demand 
tellets. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  Chair  be 
pleased  to  stale  the  question  again? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Certainly.  The  gentle- 
men from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Wentwortb,]  wm>  is  in 
posaeaaion  of  the  floor,  desires  to  yield  a  portion 
of  bis  time  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  that 
be  may  complete  his  speech.  The  Chair  decides 
that  that  may  be  done,  but  that  it  cannot  be  done 
unlaaa  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  commit- 
tee. From  thatdecisionanappcalhaabeentaken; 
and  the  <|Ueation  now  is,  "  Shall  the  dcaision  of 
the  Chair  stemd  as  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee?" 

Mr.  ORR.  Before  the  question  is  again  taken, 
I  ask  for  tiie  reading  of  the  rule  which  probibita  a 
member  speaking  more  than  one  hour. 

iCriea  of  "  I  object!"  ■<  Let  us  hear  the  rale!"] 

Mr.  ORR.    I  am  entitled  to  hare  the  rule  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  rule  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  rule,aa  follows: 

"34.  No  meraber  ahall  occupy  more  than  one  hoar  In 
delute  ua  any  qaestion  in  the  Hoaie,  or  in  committee ;  Imt 
a  member  reporting  Ihe  measure  under  conslderaiioa  fVnm 
a  coniniuee  may  open  and  clora  the  delian:  Pmtdtd, 
That  wbere  debate  i«  cloMd  by  order  of  Uie  House,  any 
member  nhall  be  allowed,  In  committee,  Ave  minutes  to 
explain  any  amendment  he  may  oflkr,  after  which  any 
nember  who  ebsll  dm  obtain  the  fl»or  aball  be  allowed  to 
epeak  Ave  loioules  in  oppositioa  to  it,  and  Uiere  sbaink;  ao 
rartlier  debate  on  the  amendment ;  but  the  Mme  prtlilege 
on  debate  shall  be  allowed  in  fkTor  of  and  amUnn  any 
aaiendment  thai  may  be  offered  to  tbe  uneodment ;  and 
aeitber  the  aaiendmeai  nor  an  aaiendment  to  tbe  amend, 
ment  ibalt  be  withdrawn  by  tbe  morer  thereof,  unleaa  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  committee." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  on  the  rule  which 
bas  just  been  read  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
is  founded, 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  submit  whether  a  rule  of 
the  House  can  b«  changed  in  committee.  It  can- 
not; and  gentlemen  have  no  right  to  appeal  from 
(he  decision  of  the  Chair. 

•■  The  CHAIRMAN,  The  committee  have-  a 
right  to  put  their  own  construction  on  the  rules. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  understand  that  the  apjteal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  bas  been  with- 
drawn. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  has  not  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  I  understand 
the  Chair,  he  decides  that  gentlemen  have  a  right 
to  appeal  in  this  case,  and  that  a  majority  of  uis 
eommittee^n  change  the  rules  of  the  House.  If 
that  be  thWesision,  I,  for  one,  will  not  vote  on 
the  appeal. 

rCries  of  "Order!"] 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs,  Datis,  of 
Indiana,  and  Sapp,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  divide  on  the 

aaestion,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
le  judgment  of  the  committee?" 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hav»  made  a  point  of  order, 
•nd  I  do  not  withdraw  it.  If  the  Chair  decide 
against  me,  I  appeal  from  his  decision. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  a  question  of 
order  already  pending,  and  the  committee  ia  now 
dividing  on  it.  Two  questions  of  order  cannot  be 
entertained  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  (amid  much  confusion.)  I 
■Bake  my  point  of  order,  and  insist  on  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN,    The  gentleman's  point  of 
order  cannot  be  entertained  at  this  time. 
.   The  question  was  put  on  the  question,  ".  Shall 


the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  aa  the  judgment  of 
the  committee?"and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  96; 
no  quorum  voting. 

[Cries  of  "Calf  the  roll!"] 

Mr.  PECKH  AM.    I  withdraw  the  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  WUI  the  committee  allow 
the  gentleman  to  withdraw  the  appeal? 

[Criea  of  "  No !  no  !"and  "  Object."] 

Mr.  COBB,  We  want  a  record  made  up  of 
the  facts. 

Mr.  ORR.    The  roll  must  be  called. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  movethat  the  commiueedo 
now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  is  not  now 
in  order.    The  roll  must  be  called. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and 
the  names  of  the  absentees  were  noted.  The  com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  resumed 
the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration, and 
particularly  the  amendrnent  of  the  Senate  to  the 
deficiency  bill,  and  finding  itself  without  a  quo- 
rum, hiid  caused  the  roll  to  be  called  and  the 
names  of  the  abaenteea  to  be  noted,  and  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  the  facts  to  the  House,  with 
the  names  of  the  absentees. 

The  following  are  the  name*  of  the  absentees: 

Meears.  Abercroinbie,  Jamss  O.  AHcn,  Willis  Allen, 
Appletnn.  Bell,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Campbell,  Caruthem,  Cham- 
beriain,  Chas«,  Chatttoiii,  Cummitic,  Pawwrn,  De  Wilt, 
Dick,  Dowdcll,  English,  Evrrhan,  Faulkner,  Feninn,  Pul- 
ler, 6amble,Giddii>Ke,  Ooode,  Andrew  1.  Harlan,  Homnfa, 
Hendricks,  UilL  Hillyer,  Johoaon,  Lane,  McCulloeb.  Mao- 
donald,  McM ullin,  McNair,  McQueen,  Matteson,  Morri- 
son, Nichols,  Norton,  Olds,  Andrew  Oliver,  Packer,  Peck, 
Preston,  PKngle, Reese, Russell, Sahin,Snodgrass,8ollers, 
Frederick  P.  Sianam,  Btraiion,  Tiaey,  Tweed,  Vansani, 
Wade,  Wrstbrook,  and  Yates. 

A  quorum  (173  members)  being  now  present, 
tbe  committee  resumed  its  session. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
that  the  gentleman  who  took  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  withdraws  it.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  th*  appeal  will  be  considered  as 
withdrawn.  ^ 

No  objection  was  mads. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  WentwortrI  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  What  is  the  proposi- 
tion now  pending  before  the  committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  deficiency  bill  are  now  before  th* 
committee. 

Mr.  WBNTWORTH.  Is  there  any  proposi- 
tion pending  to  amend  the  amendments  or  th* 
Senate  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  such  propo- 
sition pending. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Well,  I  desire  to  offer 
an  amendment  on  the  fifteenth  page  of  the  bill.  If 
I  cannot  succeed  one  way,  I  must  try  another. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tbe  amendments  of  th* 
Senate  wiiy>e  read  in  tbeir  order.  Tbe  Chair  will 
have  the  first  amendment  reported. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN,  Ha*  the  rewling  of  th* 
bill  commenced? 

Th*  CHAIRMAN.  The  leading  of  the  anMnd- 
menis  has  not  commenced.  _ 

Mr.  CLINOMAN,  Has  the  bUl  been  read 
through? 

Th*  CHAIRMAN.  Tbe  amendmeals  of  th* 
8*nate  only  are  before  us. 

Mr.CLINGMAN.  I  understand  that  when 
a  bill  is  token  up  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  U  nion ,  i  t  must  first  be  read  th  rough , 
and  then  read  by  paragraphs.  I  make  the  point  of 
order  that  the  bill  has  not  all  been  read  over. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  That  is  only  the  case 
with  original  billa. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  Yes; and  theamendments 
of  the  Senate  to  this  bill  must  all  be  read  through, 
and  until  thev  have  all  been  read,  no  amendment 
will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  care  not  what  is 
read,  provided  that  it  does  not*come  out  of  my 
hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  has  been  customary  to 
read  tbe  first  amendment  first. 

Mr.CLINGMAN.  I  insist  on  the  rule  in  this 
ease,  aa  we  have  got  into  some  difficulty  already. 
I  make  the  point  that,  before  we  can  be  called 
upon  to  amend  any  amendment,  or  before  the  ques- 
tion can  be  changed  in  any  way,  all  th*  omend- 
la  must  b*  raad  .over. 


Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Were  not  the  ameod- 
menu  read  yesterday  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  They  were  not  read .  If 
the  gentleman  calls  for  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ments, they  will  be  read. 

Mr.  WEIVTWORTH.  I  hope  the  raiding  will 
not  come  out  of  my  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  make  the  point  of  order, 
that  tbe  tunendments  of  the  Senate  must  be  regu- 
Uirly  read  before  any  amendment  can  be  offerM. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  proceed, 
to  read  the  amendments  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  1  make  the  point  of  order, 
that  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  who  re- 
ported this  bill,  has  already  spoken  upon  it,  I 
ask  the  Chair  to  state  whether  it  is  not  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tbegentleman  from  Mia- 
souri,  [Mr.  Phelps,]  a  member  of  tbeCommiue* 
of  Ways  and  Means,  has  aUready  spoken  upon 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  Then  is  it  not  too  late  to  raise 
a  question  of  order,  and  have  nut  the  committee 
paased  over  the  amendments ? 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  No  matter;  let  them 
have  their  own  way,  and  see  how  much  they  will 
make. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  My  point  of  order  ia,  that 
that  gentleman  cannot  move  amendments  until  th* 
whole  bill  is  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  tbegentleman  from 
Illinois  (Mr.  Wentwoktu]  propose  an  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  ask  what  the  prop- 
sition  is  before  tbe  House? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  generally. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Are  not  the  Senate 
amendments  before  the  committee? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  Senate  amendments 
are  before  the  committee,  but  before  any  amend- 
ment can  be  offered  to  them,  they  must  be  read. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Well,  read  away;  I 
can  await  if  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  can, 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire,  if  the  amendments 
are  to  be  read,  that  they  shall  be  read  in  connec- 
tion with  the  bill  itself,  so  that  we  may  understand 
their  direct  application. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  customary 
practice  is,  first,  to  read  the  bill  and  amendments 
through;  and  then,  upon  the  reading  of  the  first 
amendment,  the  bill  is  open  for  amendment  and 
debate.  But,  as  the  committee  have  commenced 
and  progressed  with  the  bill,  passing  over  the  first 
reading  of  the  amendments,  1  think  it  is  too  late 
now  to  make  the  question  of  order  of  having  th* 
amendments  all  read  over. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  right  in  the  opin- 
ion he  has  expressed. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Does  the  Chair  decide 
that  the  amendments  are  not  to  be  read  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tbe  Chair  decides  that 
the  House  has  waived  the  necessity  of  reading  th* 
amendment*; 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  move  to  amend  th* 
first  amendment  by  inserting  the  word  "  three" 
in  the  place  of  the  word  "  four." 

The  CHAIRMAN,  The  first  amendment  will 
be  reported  by  the  Clerk. 

The  amendment  was  then  read  as  follows: 

On  page  9,  line  93,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  two,"  sad 
Insert  in  lieu  thereol^tbe  word  "  Ibur," 

Mr,  WENTWORTH,  That  is  the  amend- 
ment pending  before  the  committee.  I  itnderstand 
that  no  gentleman  has  spoken  since  that  amend- 
ment has  been  made, 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  If  the  gentlemoD 
from  Illinois  does  not  propose  to  go  on  with  his 
remarks  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  claim 
the  floor  a^nst  any  one  who  has  spoken  upon 
this  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  IIU- 
nois  [Mr.  WcMTWoRTn]  is  now  entitled  to  tb* 
floor. 

Mr.  WBNTWORTH.  And  intends  to  hold  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  chairman,  I  presume,  un- 
derstood me.  1  only  remind  the  Chair  of  my 
right  to  the  floor  against  any  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  iipon  this  bill. 

Mr.PECKHAM.  Whatisthadecisionof  tb* 
Chair  upon  that  question  ? 

The  (CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  point  mads 
as  yet  upon  that  question. 
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Mr.  BENTON.  Has  there  been  an  amend- 
Dient  offered  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  An  amendment  has  been 
ofi'ered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Wentwortii] 

Mr.  BKNTON.     And  entertained  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Not  entertained  a«  yet. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Wentworth]  I 
prnposes  »n  amendment 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  (i.<ik  the  chairman  if 
be  decides  that  it  cannot  be  enlertained  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it 
can  be. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  will  ask  the  Chair 
if  he  decides  that  anamendmentcan  beenlertained 
until  general  debate  has  closed  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  believe  that  it  is  an 
amendment  in  the  second  degree,  and  therefore  it 
is  liable  to  be  spoken  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  will 
»o  alier  ihe  practice 

Mr.  JONKS,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.)  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  permit  me,  I  will 
state  that,  so  far  from  that  altering  the  stale  of  the 
case,  no  debate  is  in  order  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  any 
proposition,  except  there  is  a  pending"  motion 
touching  that  proposition. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  That  is  my  doctrine. 
I  have  made  a  proposition.  I  have  an  hour  upon 
it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  But  we  are  going  on  now  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  There  is  no  general 
consent  to  the  course  about  being  pursued. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
will  allow  me,  I  would  sugge.'it  that  he  had  better 

fo  on  and  make  his  hour'sspeech,  and  then  move 
is  amendment. 
Mr.  WENTWORTH.     I  wish   to  say  to  the 

fentleman  from  Ohio,  and  to  the  committee,  that 
moved  the  amendment  for  a  particular  purpose; 
and  those  gentlemen  who  know  me,  and  know  the 
course  which  I  have  pursued  in  Congress,  know 
that  when  I  underlake  to  efl'ect  a  mailer  of  this  kind, 
within  the  rules  of  the  House,  I  will  persevere  in 
my  efforts  until  I  exhaust  my  powers  under  the 
rule.  Until  I  have  exercised  the  full  powers  which 
I  may  possess  under  the  rule,  I  will  not  stop.  This 
is  a  matter  which  is  frequently  seen  carried  out 
here.  After  the  members  have  spoken  round, 
some  one  moves  an  amendment,  and  then,  under 
that  motion,  the  discussion  goes  round  again,  and 
each  member  is  entitled  to  another  hour  to  express 
his  views.  An  amendment  is  now  pending,  and 
the  whole  House  understands  what  my  object  was 
in  moving  it.  I  now  ask  that  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  who  claims  the  floor,  be  heard  upon  this 
amendment. 

General  assent  was  expressed. 

Mr.  BENTON.  What  is  the  decision  made 
by  the  Chair.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides,  that 
in  an  amendment  of  the  second  degree,  ns  that 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  debate  is 
in  order,  and  therefore  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri has  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  state  his  point  oforder. 

Mr.  BENTON.  "  Amphibology,"  sir,  "Am- 
phibology," that  was  the  point  v^ere  I  left  off. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  (interrupting.)  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Smith]  has  risen  to  a 
point  oforder. 

[Several  Member*  here  cried  "Give  it  up!" 
"Give- it  up!"  "Oh,  withdraw  your  amend- 
ment!" "  Vviihdraw  it,  WENTWoRTif !"] 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  thanked  mem- 
bers for  theirsuirgenlions  to  withdraw.  He  doubted 
not  their  kind  feelings.  But  they  were  new  mem- 
bers, and,  with  all  due  respect,  he  was  confident 
that  they  would  not  make  such  sugeestionB  if  they 
knew  the  points  he  still  had.  And,  ns  those  op- 
posed to  the  venerable  gentleman's  speaking  were 
principally  old  members,  and  had  served  with  him 
many  years  in  Congress,  he  would  respectfully 
suggest  Ihat  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  speak.  He  had  reflected 
well  upon  his  rights  in  this  matter,  and  had  made 
up  his  mind  fully  upon  the  subject.  And  those 
who  knew  him  knew  well  that  every  one  of  those 


rights  would  be  exhausted  before  he  should  leave 
the  floor. 

When  he  spoke  of  his  rights,  he  meant  his 
rights  under  Ihe  rules.  It  was  not  his  purpose  lo 
discuss  Ihe  propriety  of  the  rules  now.  He  should 
obey  them  all.  Those  rules  were  now  in  his  favor, 
and  gentlemen  mightas  well  keep  cool;  as, sooner 
or  later,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  would  fol- 
low him  with  his  speech,  even  though  he  [Mr, 
W.]  kept  the  committee  in  session  to  the  end  of 
time.  For  he  was  confident  that  the  Chairman 
would  not  take  these  interruptions  out  of  the  full 
hour  which  he  was  entitled  to,  and  which  he  in- 
tended to  ejihaust,  unless  the  committee  would 
allow  an  older  and  abler  man  to  be  heard  in  his 
place.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
would  now  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  question  of  order  which  I 
rise  to,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this:  1  want  to  know 
distinctly  whether  that  be  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
that  during  the  consideration  of  a  matter 

Some  Members  interrupted. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Gentlemen  will  please  allow  me 
to  express  myself.  I  did  not  exactly  hear  what 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  said;  but  if  1  gather 
hia  meaning  aright,  I  can  only  say  in  reply  that 
threats  have  no  terror  for  me. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Is  that  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
Chairman .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  going  to  state  his  point  of  order. 

[Crie.s  of  "Order!"  "Order!"] 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  point  of  order  to  which  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chairman  and  of 
Ihe  committee  is  this:  I  want  to  know  if,during  the 
consideration  of  a  bill,  and  after  a  gentleman  has 
discussed  the  general  question  on  the  Union,  he  can 
go  on  again,  and  discuss  it  upon  each  amendment 
that  may  be  offered.  Is  that  the  decision  of  the 
Chair? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides,  that 
after  the  general  discussion  has  closed,  members 
have  a  right  to  speak  on  such  amendments  as  may 
be  subsequently  offered. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Very  well;  I  only  wanted  to 
know  that  fact.  I  can  know  how  to  avail  myself 
of  the  effects  of  that  decision. 

Mr.  BENTON.    That  was  all  I  wanted. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  And  that's  all  I  wanted. 

Mr.  BENTON  resumed,  and  concluded  his 
speech,  Ihe  full  report  of  which  is  given  above. 

Mr.  HIESTER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  With  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  HiEs- 
TER,J  I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
the  bill  of  the  House,  (No.  271,)  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  seVvice  of  the 
Government,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30ih  June, 
1834,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto, 
and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

[A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  was  here  received,  by  the  hands  of  Sidnet 
Webiter,  Esq  ,  his  Private  Secretary,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  Attorney  General  suggesting 
modifications  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
legal  business  of  the  Government.] 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  the  regularorder 
of  business. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  pre- 
sent a  resolution. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  object,  and  insist  upon 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from 
the  Commillee  on  Public  Lands  "  granting  lands 
equally  to  the  several  States  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  and  the  support  of  schools." 
The  first  question  in  order  is  upon  recommitting 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Ben- 
kett]  is  etiiilled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  will  give  way,  I  move  tlfll  the 
Honseadjourn;  or  rather,  before  that  is  done,  t^ke 
up  the  message  of  Ihe  President.  I  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  not  expecting 


his  bill  to  come  up  to-day,  and  is  not  prepared 

to  go  »n. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  willingly  yield  to  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
proposes  that  the  message  from  the  President  be 
now  presented  to  the  House.  As  it  is  not  ob- 
jected to,  the  Chair  presents  the  following  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

MES.SAGE   FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Clerk  read  the  President's  message,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Attorney  General,  suggest- 
ing modifications  of  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
legal  business  of  the  Government;  whi(!h  message 
and  report  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  that  the  member 
from  Georgia  will  withdraw  his  motion.  We 
have  yet  an  hour  before  the  ordinary  time  of  ad- 
journment, and  there  are  several  committees 
which  have  reports  to  make.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  we  ought  lo  remain  and  receive  their  reports. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  will  withdraw  his  motion,  I  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  insist  upon  my  motion. 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [.Mr.  Hous- 
ton] is  mistaken  about  the  reports  of  committees. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  lo  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  lo. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  a  quarter  before  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  .Jpril  26,  1854.  , 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburk. 

Thejournalofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bill  which  will  permit  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  into  Nebraska  or  Kansas;  which 
was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Yearly  Meeting  of  Progressive 
Friends,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  will  tencf  to  induce  foreign  Powers  to  refer 
all  disputes  loan  arbitration  of  nations;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Bradford,  New 
Hampshire,  remonstrating  against  Ihe  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  an  additional  document  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Hall  J.  Kelly,  for  remuneration  for  dis- 
coveries made  by  him  in  Oregon;  which  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  petition  of  Charlotte 
S.  Westcott,  widow  of  Captain  George  C.  West- 
cott,  of  the  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  F.  Moses,  of  Exeier,  in  the  Slate  of 
New  Hampshire,  praying  the  further  favorable 
action  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  indigent  insane 
bill;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  lable. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  two  petitions  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  professing  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion, and  residing  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  procure 
for  all  citizens  of  ihe  United  Stales,  of  every  creed, 
a  just  degree  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  while 
residing  in  foreign  countries;  which  was  referred 
lo  Ihe  Commillee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  STUART  presented  a  document  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  of  certain  mail  routes  in  the 
mineral  region  of  Lake  Superior;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  ilie  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  GWIN,  from   the  Committee  on   Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  CONORESBIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  Sg, 


cha«l  HanaoD,  prayine  to  be  allowed  e  peneioD, 
aeked  to  be  diachartied  from  ila  Turther  eopsider- 
Blinn,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Peneions;  which  was  agreed  to.  , 

He  alao,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaent- 
ativea  for  the  relief  of  Captain  E.  A.  F.  LAvallette, 
of  the  United  Stales  Navy,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Oeoige  pennett,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
Tiees  as  naval  officer  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
■eeond  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  NORRIS,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  10  whom  were  referred  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Washington,  and  a  memorial 
of  Barnes  &,  Mitchell,  S.  P.  Hoover,  and  others, 
citizens  of  Washington,  praying  that  Pennsylva- 
nia avenue  may  be  paved  with  the  Russ  pavement, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion; which  was  agreed  (o. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Urban  Stoll,  praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pen- 
•ion,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PORTRMTS'OF  THE  EARLT  PRESIDENTS. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  t  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
miuee  on  the  Library,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing  them  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  portraits 
of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  to 
report  a  bill  "  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  por- 
iraiu  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the  United 
States."         • 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
•eeond  reeding. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  ask  for  the  present  consid- 
eration of  the  bill,  if  such  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate.  I  presume  ttiat  not  any,  or,  at  all  events, 
not  much  discussion  will  ensue  upon  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  have  no  objection  to  con- 
sidering the  bill  now,  provided  the  SenaloV  will 
a^ee  to  postpone  it,  if  it  gives  rise  to  debate.  We 
wish  to  dispose  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill 
to-day. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  If  I  find  that  the  bill  gives  rise 
to  any  debate  of  more  than  a  few  minutes  dura- 
tion, I  will  consent  to  its  postponement. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  President  to  pur- 
chase, and  place  in  the  Executive  Mansion,  a  series 
of  portraits  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  to  appropriate 
f5,000,  or  ao  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  there  are  five 
portraits,  being  those  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of 
the  Unitrd  States,  which  have  been  offered  to  the 
Government.  They  were  all  painted  by  Gilbert 
Stuart,  whom  the  Senate  know  to  have  been  one  of 
the  most  eminent  artists  of  the  country.  Thty 
art  originals,  except  that  of  Washington,  which  la 
StuartM  copy  from  his  original.  They  are  paint- 
ings of  great  value,  as  is  certified  by  a  number 
of  gentlemen  who  are  themselves  artists  or  ama- 
teurs, of  great  skill  and  judgment.  Alt  the  por- 
traits of  Stuart  are  highly  valued,  as  we  know. 
Very  lately  a  portrait  of  Washington,  painted  by 
him,  was  purchased,  I  believe,  by  the  Boston 
Athcneum  for  |1,000.  Those  portraits  are  now 
insured  at  the  sum  of  A5,000.  They  are  believed 
to  form  the  only  complete  series  of  portraits  of  the 
first  five  Presidents  by  Stuart,  now  in  existence. 
There  was  a  series  of  the  same  Presidents,  by  the 
same  artist,  which  the  owner  had  deposited  in  the 
library  of  Congress,  some  few  years  ago,  but 
they  were  destroyed  by  the  fire  which  consumed 
the  library  in  1853.  This  is  probably  the  only 
opportunity  which  the  Government  will  have  of 
acquiring  the  portraits  of  the  Presidents  by  such 
a  master. 

The  committee  thought  they  would  be  appro- 
priau  omamenla  to  the  President's  House,  and 


fitting  testimonials  of  the  great  men  who  served 
their  country  so  well  and  so  ably  in  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate.  The  committee  had  no  doubt 
that  Congress  would  readily  furniah  the  means 
for  their  purchase,  and  desire  to  see  them  placed 
in  the  President's  House. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  i  think,  my- 
self, it  is  very  desirable  that  this  appropriation 
should  be  made,  and  1  shall  vote  for  the  bill  with 
^eat  cheerfulness.  1  should,  however,  vote  for 
It  with  much  more  cheerfulness,  if  the  committee 
had  thought  it  expedient  to  make  its  provisions 
more  extensive.  This  may,  perhaps,  be  the  last 
opportunity  we  shall  have  to  obtain,the  five  por- 
traits for  which  the  committee  makes  provision. 
I  suppose,  with  the  lapse  of  years,  that  difficulty 
will  increase,  and  it  will  also  increase  in  regard  to 
those  not  provided  for.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  amended  as  to  include  all  the 
Presidents,  or,  at  least,  all  the  ex-Presidents,  for 
there  might  be  an  impropriety  in  including  the 
President  for  the  time  being.  But  1  certainly 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  Executive  Mansion 
adorned  with  the  portraits  of  all  the  preceding 
Presidents,  and,  if  there  is  no  impropriety  in  the 
thinj;,  I  would  alao  include  the  present  President. 
I  think  the  portraits  of  all  our  Chief  Magisirales 
ought  to  be  preserved  in  the  Exicutivc  Alansion. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  If  we  knew  where  we  could 
procure  portraits  of  the  other  Presidents,  executed 
Dy  competent  masters,  and  at  the  proper  price,  1 
should  have  no  sort  of  objection .  This,  however, 
will  do  for  a  be^nning.  We  know  that  we  can 
^et  these  portraits  painted  by  a  consummate  art- 
ist; and  I  think  it  is  as  well  to  begin  io  this  way, 
and  leave  anything  further  to  lime  and  the  future 
determination  of  Congress. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
REMOVAL  OF  INDIANS. 

Mr.  MALLORY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rtmlvei,  Tlint  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Interior  eomniinii- 
cate  to  tlie  Benmie  coi>l«  of  the  contraci  and  InMracUoai 
under  wliich  Lather  Blake  wa«  euplojred  lo  renwva  the 
Indians  rmm  Florida,  together  wtih  copiea  of  hi>  corre- 
spondence with  the  Department  apon  that  subject,  and  of 
hi*  aeeoants  and  voactaen  of  Ma  expendiiarea  aa  aacta 
agent. 

ADVERSE  REPORTS. 

Mr.  FISH.  A  few  weeks  since,  on  my  motion , 
last  Friday  week  was  set  apart  for  (Jie  considera- 
tion of  adverse  reports.  Tne  day  arrived,  but  the 
Senate  was  not  in  session.  I  now  move  that  Fri- 
day next  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  those 
reports. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  order  will  be  made. 

There  was  no  objection. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Confmittee  of  the  Whole,  reeumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  In- 
dian Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1855.  • 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  lamdirectedby  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  several  amend- 
ments to  the  bill.  The  first  is  to  add  to  the  fol- 
lowing clause — 

"For the  pay  of  aaperlntendenu  of  Indian  alihira  per 
acts  of  Stli  June,  18S0, 37ih  February,  18SI,  and  3d  March, 
I858,«ia,500"— 

the  words: 

PnvUtd,  That  the  President  nay,  fhMn  time  lo  Ume, 
in  his  discretion,  remove  or  cliange  the  locaUnn  nf  any  or 
the  superintendencies,  now,  or  hereafter  to  be,  established 
by  law. 

The  object  of  that  amendment  is  simply  to  give 
the  power  to  the  President  to  make  a  change  in 
the  location  of  the  superintendencies  now  estab- 
lished by  law,  if,  in  his  discretion,  it  should  be 
desirable.  It  is  to  leave  it,  as  a  matter  of  discre- 
tion, with  the  Indian  Department,  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate the  service,  and  to  bring  the  superin- 
tendent in  such  connection  with  the  Indians,  thst 
he  may  the  more  easily  perform  his  duty.  It  is 
foi^  that  in  some  casesachangeof  location  would 
Dgi  only  be  desirable,  but  sometimes  necessary 
for  the  proper  conducting  of  the  business  of  the 
Department,  and  now  the  object  is  to  atithorize  the 


Department,  at  diacretion,  to  make  the  removal  or 
change. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion made  in  that  amendment,  but  1  desire  to  move 
an  amendment  to  it,  to  the  effect  that  the  proviao 
in  the  second  section  of  the  act,  approved  Febru- 
ary 27, 1851,  be,  and  thesqmeis  hereby, repealed. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Will  the  Seoator  suite 
what  the  proviso  is  which  he  desires  to  repeal  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  want  to  repeal  the  proviso 
in  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  February  5J7, 
1851,  which  connects  the  superintendency  in  Min- 
nesota with  the  Governor  nf  Minneaoia.  That 
superintendency  should  be  under  the  charge  o' 
the  superintendent  now  in  Wisconsin.  It  waa 
retained  with  the  Governor,  as  will  be  seen  bjr 
looking  at  the  law,  as  a  special  cose  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  because  the  then  Governor  of 
the  Territory  was  said  to  be  engaged  in  makine  a 
treaty;  so  that  at  that  time  the  geuerai  provision 
of  the  law  could  not  apply  to  him.  My  amenti* 
ment  will  be  in  the  following  form: 

And  that  the  pmriso  contained  in  section  two  nf  the  set 
approved  Februarys?,  1651,  be,  and  the  same  iabsreby, 
repealed. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  sayiilg,  that  the  object  which  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  has  in  view,  can  be  accomplished  under 
the  law  as  it  now  exists.  In  the  act  of  1851,  and 
in  the  proviso  which  he  proposes  tu  repeal,  and 
which  established  the  connection  between  the 
superintendency  of  Indian  affairs  in  Minnesota 
and  the  office  of  Governor  of  Minnesota,  the 
President  is  vested  with  the  power  of  separating 
the  two  offices.  The  connection  is  to  continue 
"until  he  shall  otherwise  direct."  Under  the 
law,  aa  it  now  stands,  the  power  is  conferred.  I 
think  it  better  to  leave  it  to  the  Executive  discre- 
tion, inasmuch  as  that  is  the  case.  I  think,  there- 
lore,  that  the  Senator  had  better  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator  will  see  in  a  mo- 
ment that  he  is  mistaken  in  that  respect.  The 
proviso  which  I  propose  to  repeal,  as  I  «aid,makea 
an  exception  to  the  general  law  which  weui  passed 
at  that  time,  and  the  reason  for  the  exception  is 
the  one  which  I  have  assigned.  Now,  sir,  whilst  it 
is  true  that  the  proviso  iuelf  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  discontinue  the  connec- 
tion whenever  he  chooses,  yet  he  hss  no  power  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  Governor  to  such  a  point 
aa  it  ought  to  be  increased  to.  The  Governor  get^ 
|1,500  as  Governor,  and  he  gels  |1,000  a  year  as 
superintendent.  He  should  have  $3,000  a  year  aa 
Governor,  which  is  the  usual  salary  in  such  in- 
stances, and  the  superintendency  should  be  separa- 
ted from  the  Governor,  and  giv^  to  the  general 
superintendent  now  in  Wisconsin,  who  can  do  the 
business  belter,  and  by  doing  which  you  will  save 
(50U  a  year.  You  have  a  general  superintendent 
there,  who,  like  all  others  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountaina,  receives  13,000  a  year,  and  he  can  just 
as  well  superintend  Indian  affairs  in  Minnesota, 
in  connection  with  what  he  has,  as  not.  You  will 
see,  therefore,  that  the  power  attempted  to  be 
conferreil  upon  the  President  by  the  proviso,  ia 
incomplete.  He  can  separate  the  duties,  bui  by 
doing  so,  the  Governor  would  receive  only  |l  ,500 
a  year,  which  is  insufficient. 

My  object  is  to  separate  the  duties — to  leave  the 
Indian  duties  with  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  where  they  ought  to  be  left,  and  at  the 
proper  time  ta  increase  the  salary  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  Minnesota  fSOO  per  annum,  so  as  to  put 
hiffl  on  a  par  with  the  other  Governors  of  Terri- 
tories— the  whole  operation  of  which,  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  will  be  to  save  the  Govern- 
ment $500  a  year,  while  you  will  have  the  busineaa 
connected  with  the  Indian  affairs  done  better. 
The  Senator  will  see  that  the  only  way  to  effect 
the  object  is  to  change  the  law — to  ripeal  the  pro- 
viso. The  President  haa  not  the  power  now  to 
earthy  it  out  as  Congress  intended. 

Mfr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  is  very  true,  as  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  remarks,  that  though  that 
proviso  confers  apon  the  President  the  power  of 
separating  the  duties  of  Gk>vernor  and  superin- 
tendent, he  will  not  be  able  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Governor.  The  proviso  provides  for  the 
contingency  of  separating  the  offices,  but  does  not 
provide  for  the  increase  of  the  salary;  but  if  that 
IB  not  now  provided  for,  it  can  be  effected  directly 
and  appropriately  by  a  provision  authorizing  tlie 
Governor  to  receive  a  aalary  of  f3,0DO  or  |3,S00 
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per  annum,  in  case  the  President  nnay  think  proper 
to  separnle  the  two  offices. 

I  therefore  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Michigan, 
that  he  can  obtain  his  object  by  providing  ihui,  in 
the  contingency  that  the  Executive  does  this,  the 
salary  shall  be  raised  to,  say  $3,0UO  or  |^,50U,  and 
leave  the  duly  of  separating  the  offices  to  the  In- 
dian Department,  instead  of  fixing  it  now,  at  a 
time  when,  perhaps,  this  step  ought  not  to  be 
taken. 

I  will  remark,  also,  that  this  is  a  subject  which 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  have  had  before 
them,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  separation 
of  the  duties  of  superintendent  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Territories,  for  the  reason,  that  In 
Washington  Territory,  in  Utah  Territory,  and  in 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  the  laws,  as  they 
now  exiet,  confide  the  superintendency  of  Indian 
afTairstothe  Executiveof  iheTerritory.  They  have 
concluded  to  report  a  bill,  for  reasons  which  will 
be  assigned  when  the  bill  comes  forward,  rrcom- 
raending  a  separation  in  the  Territory  of  Utah. 
.But  that  is  done  for  reasons  applicable  to  that 
Territory,  which  do  not  apply  to  the  others.  If 
we  adopt  the  policy  of  separating  the  two  classes 
of  duties  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  we  shall, 
almost  for  ihe  same  reasons,  have  to  separate 
them  in  Washington  and  New  Mexico.  We, 
therefore,  thought  it  best  to  confine  the  innovation 
upon  the  present  law  to  the  case,  and  in  the  man- 
ner which  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  STUA  RT.  I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  know 
why  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  should  object  to 
this  proposition.  A  little  experience  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  have  convinced 
everybody  that,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  there  is 
nothing  worse  than  to  give  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  the  superintendency  of  Indian  affairs. 
What  has  it  cost  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  already,  with  the  superintendency  as  it  was 
conducted  by  the  late  Governor  Ramsay,  and  the 
investigation  of  the  charges  brought  against  him.' 
And  who  is  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gation ?  Now,  just  as  long  as  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  has  confided  to  him  the  superin- 
tendency of  Indian  affairs,  just  so  long  will  you 
have  bad  management  of*^  these  affairs,  except 
once  in  a  while,  when  you  may  secure  a  very  re- 
markable man. 

So  satisfied  was  I  upon  this  subject,  that  I  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs yesterday  morning.  I  have  received  his 
reply,  which  I  will  read: 

Dr.PAaTMEST  or  THK  Imtkrioh,      > 
OrFicB  India;*  ArrAina,  Ajtrit^.  1854.  \ 

Sir:  I  have  the  hoiiiir  to  aclinowli'dj[i!th«  receipt  of  your 
notf  nC  TO. day,  ankinx  my  "  opjniqn  as  to  Uie  propriety  of 
firpnraiiii;  (he  duties  of  Huperiniendent  ot'  Iinhnn  nlTairs 
from  those  oi'Governor  of  Miori«*ola,"  ait  "llie  Indian  ap 
propriaiioii  liitl  ix  now  bet'ore  the  Scnnte,  and*'  you  *<  wish 
to  ap(H*iid  to  it  Kuch  a  provision,  if  it  meets  with"  my 
*'juo)ttnenl." 

By  reference  to  tlie  second  section  of  the  twenty-fourth 
chapter  of  laws  passed  at  Ihe  second  session  of  the  Thirty- 
First  (;oll|Ire^s,  pa^e  56(>,  in  volume  9,  you  will  find  that 
Ihe  President  has  the  power  of  su^pendinif  the  execution  of 
the  duties  of  sutferintendenl  by  Uie  Uovenior  ofMinnesota. 

My  individual  opinion  has  been,  and  is, that  the  public 
interest-',  so  far  as  Indian  mutters  areroncerned,  would,  in 
all  llie  Territories,  be  subserved  by  a  separation  of  the  iwo 
offices,  there  being  no  similarity  in  duty,  or  necessity  for 
connection,  in  any  respect. 

Very  respeetfully,  y<*ur  obedient  servant. 

GEO     VV.  MANVPKNNY,  CommUttoneT. 
Hon.  Cbaklcs  E.  Stdart,  United  States  Senate, 

That  opinion  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
AfTairs  the  Senate  will  see,  when  I  read  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act,  is  entirely  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  Congress  at  the  time;  and,  as  I 
said,  the  exception  was  made  in  the  case  of  Min- 
nesota, simply  because  there  existed  a  temporary 
reason.     Let  us  see  the  section: 

Sac.  2.  JInd  Ae  it  further  eriaetett,  That  from  and  after 
the  :tOth  day  of  June  next,  all  laws,  or  parts  of  laws,  now 
in  force,  pr<ividinir  for  the  appointment  or  employment  of 
aupttrinlendelits  of  Indian  atlairs,  of  whatever  character, 
for  any  o(  the  Indian  tribes  east  of  the  Itoylty  Mountains, 
and  north  of  New  Mexico  andTexas, shall  lie,  and  Ihe  same 
are  hereby,  repealed  ;  and  thai  ihe  Presid'  nt  be,  and  he  Is 
hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Heiiale,  to  np|>oint  three  siiperinlendenht  of  Indian  af- 
fairs for  said  Indians,  wlio  shall  receive  an  annual  salary 
each  of  .y^ifllHl,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exercise  a 
Itenernl  superiiitendance  over  such  tribes  of  Indians  as  the 
President  of  the  Untied  8iares,  or  llie  (Secretary  of  the  lie 
panmerit  of  the  Interior  in:iy  direct,  and  to  execute  and 
perform  all  the  powers  and  duties  now  assigned  by  law  to 
superintendents  of  Indian  affairs :  Provided^  That  the 
Goveruor  of  Miouesuta  aliall  cuiitinue  to  be,  ex  officio,  su- 


perintendent of  Indian  alfatrs  for  that  Territory  until  the 
President  sJiall  otherwise  direct. 

I  say  it  will  be  seen  that  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress was  to  clear  out  all  other  modes  of  superin- 
tending; Indian  affairs,  and  confide  it  to  those  three 
general  superintendents.  Look  at  it.  There  is 
one  superintendent  south.  There  is  onolher  in 
the  vicinity  o(  Alissouri;  and  still  another  north, 
who  resides  in  Wisconsin.  It  would  make  the 
provision  here  complete  to  separate  those  duties 
in  Minnesota,  and  give  theduty  of  conducting  In- 
dian affairs  to  the  siiperintendent  in  Wisconsin, 
all  of  which  will  be  effected  by  the  provision  which 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  now  introduced ; 
but  as  I  said  before,  the  provision  of  law  cannot 
be  properly  carried  out  by  the  President,  because 
he  cannot  add  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  as 
such. 

1  do  not  undersuind  why  we  should  not  do  right 
things  in  the  right  places.  We  have  now  under 
consideration  the  question  of  Indian  superintend- 
encies.  Here  is  the  place,  then,  of  all  others,  to 
make  that  part  of  it  complete;  and  when  we  come 
to  the  other  place,  I  shall  propose  to  add  such  sum 
to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  Minnesota  as 
shall  place  him  on  a  proper  fooling.  But,  sir, 
there  is,  I  apprehend,  in  the  experience  of  no 
man  a  reason  for  retaining  the  superitendency  of 
Indian  affairs  with  the  Governors  of  the  Terri- 
tories. 1  have  the  authority  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  which  I  have  just  read,  sanc- 
tioning that  view.  He  says  that  the  duties  should 
be  separated  in  all  cases. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  I  would  rather  leave 
this  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  do  that  than  to  make 
It  imperative.  I  have,  myself,  some  doubts  as  to 
the  policy  of  separating  the  two  offices.  I  can 
well  conceive,  especially  in  the  distant  Territories, 
that  the  two  powers  ought  to  be  united  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor,  who  would  be  enabled 
more  effectually  to  control  the  Indian  tribes  and 
prevent  wars.  It  may  be  so.  For  that  reason  it 
seems  to  me  better  to  follow  the  suggestion  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  leave  the  matter 
to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 

Mr.  WALKER.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
a  few  words  upon  this  subject.  I  have  very  oppo- 
site views  to  those  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
I  believe  that  one  of  the  mostfruitfulcaiises  of  the 
difficulties  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  between 
the  Indians  and  the  whites,  has  been  the  result  of 
the  inability  on  the  part  of  the  Governors  of  Ter- 
ritories to  bestow  that  attention  to  the  superin- 
tendency of  Indian  affairs,  which  it  was  requisite 
they  should  bestow.  We  know  that,  at  the  season 
of  the  year  when  the  Indians  require  the  supervis- 
ion of  the  agents,  and  of  their  superinlendenis, 
more  than  at  any  other  time — the  winter  season — 
the  Legislatures  of  the  Territories  are  almost 
always  in  session. 

The  Governor  has,  in  the  duties  of  his  office  as 
Governor,  about  as  much  to  attend  to  as  he  can 
do,  and  very  frequently  more.  At  those  times 
when  Indian  affairs  might  call  him  from  the  seat 
of  government,  he  cannot  attend  to  them;  but  in 
the  hurry  of  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  employs 
persons  to  attend  lo  them  who  are  frequently  in- 
adequate to  the  task  imposed.  The  Indians  per- 
haps dislike  the  person;  he  is  odious  lo  them; 
they  have  a  contempt  for  him,  and  a  collision 
springs  up  between  them  and  the  Government,  in 
consequence  of  an  improper  person  having  to  at- 
tend to  the  duties.  Difficulties  begin,  in  conse- 
(luence  o(  the  neglect,  necessarily,  on  the  part  of 
ine  Governor,  and  the  Indians  begin  to  seek  to 
right  their  own  wrongs;  they  make  aggressions 
upon  the  settlements.  There  is  no  one  whose  spe- 
cial duly  it  is  to  superintend  them,  to  conciliate 
them,  and  to  supply  them  with  what  It  is  neces- 
sary ihey  should  be  supplied.  The  result  is,  that 
more  difficulty  arises  in  consequence  of  this  than 
from  almost  any  other  cause. 

I  do  not  know  what  would  be  the  effect  in  re- 
g:ard  to  the  northern  superintendency ,  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proposition  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan.  Its  main  effect  would  be  to  separate 
the  office  of  Governor  from  that  of  superintendent 
in  Minnesota;  buVwbat  effect  it  would  have  upon 
the  present  office — upon  the  present  location  of 
the  office — I  cannot  determine.  This  much,  how- 
ever, i  have  determined  in  my  own  mind  to  do, 
lo  vole  for  the  proposition  of  the  committee,  if 


amended  according  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Michigan;  but  I  cannot  vole  for  it  as  offered 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
.  I  can  see  no  reason  why,  while  there  is  a  super- 
intendent for  the  North,  termed  the  northern  su- 
perintendency, he  should  not,  in  point  of  fact, 
have  the  superintendency  of  the  Indians.  It  is 
his  duly  to  attend  lo  them;  it  ia  his  duty  to  study 
the  beat  policy,  the  best  system  for  conducting 
the  business  of  the  office,  and  to  communicate  fre- 
quently with  the  Indian  Bureau.  It  is  his  busi- 
ness to  learn,  and  to  practice  what  he  learns,  in 
regard  lo  tliem.  It  cannot  be  so  with  the  Gov- 
ernor. I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  efficient 
officers  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Indian  service, 
is  the  individual  who  now  discharges  the  duties 
of  the  northern  superintendency.  I  believe  that 
he  could  take  charge,  as  superintendent,  of  all  the 
Indians  in  the  northwest, and  discharge  thedulies 
lo  them  more  faithfully,  and  serve  their  interests 
and  those  of  the  Government  better,  than  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Minnesota,  who  has  a  great  amount  of 
duly  resting  upon  him  as  Governor,  can  possibly 
do.  I  say  this  with  some  considerable  knowledge 
of  Indian  matters  in  that  portion  of  the  country.  It 
is  where  my  home  is.  With  many  of  the  individ- 
uals of  these  tribes,  their  chiefs,  &c.,  I  am  person- 
ally act{uainted,  and  I  know  their  great  solicitude 
to  have  some  one  as  their  superintendent,  or  agent, 
or  **  local  father,"  as  they  term  him,  who  shall 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  their  affairs.  1  do 
not  think  those  affairs  can  receive  that  attention 
so  long  ns  the  Governor  has  to  divide  his  lime 
and  attention  between  the  duties  of  his  office  as 
Governor  and  those  of  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Mr.  President,  I  have  grest 
doubts  about  the  propriety  of  adopting  an  amend- 
ment like  that  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  It 
contemplates  a  change  in  our  Indian  department 
— a  very  radiail  and  sweeping  change.  Hereto- 
fore it  has  been  the  custom  that  the  Governors  of 
Territories  shall  be  superintendents  of  Indian  af- 
fairs. In  Oregon,  I  think  such  is  the  case  now;  and 
in  Utah,  and  in  New  Mexico  also.  It  has  usually 
beei^ie  case  in  all  Territories.  I  have  never  heard 
any  complaints  of  that  mode  of  conducting  Indian 
affairs.  If  our  forty  or  fifty  years' experience 
has  proved  that  it  is  not  a  proper  and  efficient 
mode  of  conducting  them,  it  would  be  a  good 
reason  for  a  change;  but  I  do  think  that  it  is  a 
change  of  that  sweeping  character  that  ought  to 
be  well  matured  by  the  Committee  on  Irwlian  Af- 
fairs,and  brought  forward  inan  Indian  bill  by  those 
who  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  not  sprung  upon  us  suddenly  by  way  of  an 
amendment  lo  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

I  think  it  ought  also  to  be  general.  I  know  of 
no  reason  why  this  change  should  take  place  in 
Mini>eaota,  that  would  not  apply  lo  the  other  Ter- 
ritories; and,  sir,  if  we  are  to  nuike  a  general 
change,  I  certainly  am  not  prepared  to  act  upon 
it  until  I  can  hear  from  those  who  understand 
the  question  better.  1  am  not  aware  that  there  ia 
any  reason  applying  to  Minnesota  that  does  no» 
apply  elsewhere.  I  do  not  understand,  there- 
fore, on  what  ground  it  is  brought  in  at  this  lime 
and  place,  and  not  applied  to  the  other  Territo- 
ries. 

But,  again,  if  we  should  conclude  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  the  Governors  of  Territories, 
as  superintendents  of  Indian  affairs,  another  ques- 
tion very  piftperly  arises.  The  salaries  of  the 
Governors  then  would  necessarily  have  to  be 
raised.  The  form  of  the  territorial  laws  now  is, 
that  the  Governor  receives  51,500  or  ;^l,000a 
year  as  Governor,  and  4fl,5l)0  or  $l,U0Ua8  super- 
intendent. The  effect  of  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  would  be,  to  leave  the  Governor  with 
a  salary  that  is  not  sufficient  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  all.  The  same  act  that  provides  for 
releasing  him  from  his  Indian  duties, and  thereby 
takes  away  one  half  of  his  salary,  certainly  ought 
to  provide  for  an  adequate  salary  for  him  in  his 
capacity  as  Governor. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  it  involves  other  mat- 
ters that  require  consideration,  that  of  what  the 
proper  salary  of  the  Governor  should  be  when 
released  from  these  duties,  and  as  it  should  apply 
to  other  Territories  and  involve  a  general  rule,  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Indian  Atfaira  ought  lo 
take  charge  of  it,  and  bring  forward  a  new  sys- 
tem. If  they  think  the  present  system  ought  to 
be  changed,  I  should  certainly  defer  to  their  bet- 
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t«r  op|>ortnnitiea  of  knowing — to  their  better  in- 
formation upon  this  snhjeel — (han  I  can  poBneas. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator  from  Illinois 
evidently  has  not  looked  at  this  subject  with  hi* 
mual  attention.  He  says  he  sees'no  reason  why 
this  should  be  done  in  this  case,  and  not  in  Ore- 
gon or  Washington  Terrilory,  for  instance.  The 
reason  is  contained  in  the  very  act  to  which  I 
alluded.  The  law  of  1851  abolished  all  supepn- 
tendencies  of  a  minor  character  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  the  object  of  which  was  to' place  all 
the  Indians  east  of  those  mountains  under  the 
three  superintendents  provided  for  in  the  law.' 
Then  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Delegate  for  Minnesota  in 
the  other  House,  suggested  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
Governor  of  that  Territory  at  that  time  was  en- 
gaged in  makinc;  a  treaty  with  some  Indians  in 
Uiat  Territory,  it  would  be  best  to  form  a  tempo- 
rary exception,  so  that  he  might  carry  out  that 
object. 

The  three  superintendents  eut  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  have  control  of  all  Indian  affairs,  ex- 
cept in  the  Territory  ofMinnesota;  and  this  excep- 
tion was  made  for  the  purpose  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  The  Senator  will  see,  therefore,  that 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  on  thePaci6c  side, 
where  there  are  no  general  superintendents,  the 
reason  exists  for  keeping  the  superintendencies  in 
the  hands  of  the  Oovernors,  although  the  letter 
which  I  have  read  from  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  slates  that,  in  his  opinion,  they 
ought  to  be  separated  in  all  cases.  The  system 
is  complete  when  you  carry  out  what  the  Legis- 
lature, in  I85I,  intended  to  carry  out.  You  aool- 
ished  all  minor  superintendencies,  and  placed  the 
whole  in  the  hands  of  three  general  superintendents. 
'We  have  the  third  general  superintendent  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Huebschmann,  in  Wisconsin,  who 
ceu)  superintend  these  affairs  in  Minnesota,  as  well 
a*  those  which  he  has  now  under  his  charge.  So 
far  as  regards  the  duties  of  the  Governor,  I  intend 
to  move,  if  nobody  else  does,  to  increase  his  sal- 
ary up  to  the  proper  point — say  $3,000  or  13,500; 
tor,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  vote  for  either. 
It  nejFd  not  be  done  here,  if  this  is  not  the  proper 
place;  but  this  is  the  proper  place  to  (Street 
what  the  Congress  of  1851  intended  to  perfect  in 
reference  to  Indian  superintendencies.  The  Sen- 
ator will  see  that  the  reason  exists  in  full  force. 
Here  are  three  general  superintendents  provided 
for;  and  the  effect  of  my  amendment  is  simply  to 
obviate  an  exception  which,  at  the  time,  was  made 
for  a  mere  temporary  purpose;  and  I  sa^  again, 
that  the  experience  which  we  have  had  in  Min- 
nesota, under  Governor  Ramsay,  the  amount  it 
has  cost  the  Government,  and  the  difficulties  which 
have  grown  out  of  it,  admonish  us  that  the  Con- 
l^ess  in  I85I  were  wise  in  these  general  provis- 
ions. The  Commissioner  says,  in  his  letter,  that 
the  business  of  the  two  offices  has  no  relation  to 
each  other.  The  duties  are  inconsistent  with  each 
other.  What  is  said-  by  the  Senator  from  'Wis- 
consin, one  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  is 
•aid  with  great  truth  and  force.  It  was  the  exist- 
ence of  all  these  things  that  induced  Congress,  in 
1851,  to  abolish  all  other  means,  and  regulate  it 
by  the  appointment  of  three  superintendents,  i 
am  very  much  disinclined  to  consume  the  time  of 
the  Senate  on  this  subject;  but  I  confess  that,  to 
my  mind,  the  proposition  is  one  of  the  plainest  in 
the  world. 

Mr.  WALKER,  t  think  the  Scjpator  from  Illi- 
nois  will  discover,  when  the  facts  are  fully  pre- 
sented, that  his  views  are  the  very  reverse  of  what 
they  ought  to  be.  He  assumes  that  the  general 
rule  now  is,  that  tEe  Governor  shall,  ex oAIrio,  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  superintendent,  and  that  we 
are  about  to  make  an  exception  to  that  general 
rule  in  the  case  of  Minnesota.  The  reverse  is  the 
fact.  He  will  perceive  that,  under  the  law  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  amend,  the  general  rule 
Is  made  that  the  Governor  shall  not  be,  ex  ijfficio, 
■operintendent,  but  that  there  shall  be  super- 
intendents of  Indian  affairs  appointed,  though 
for  the  reason  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan — that  at  that  time  the  Governor  of  Min- 
nesota was  negotiating  treaties — that  locality  was 
made  an  exception  to  the  general  rtile.  It  is 
to  get  rid  of  that  exception,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Mirhignn  is  designed. 
There  exisU  now,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains, this  exception,  in  the  case  of  Minnesota. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  it  tp  exist,  pro- 
vided we  had  no  northern  superintendent;  but 


we  have  a  northern  superintendent,  an  officer 
who  can  take  charge  of  the  Indian  afTairs  and 
relieve  the  Government  of  them.  As  for  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  Governor,  I  have  no  doubt  he 
is  as  competent,  and  will  as  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  superintendent,  as  any  other  man  in 
America,  but  he  cannot  do  it  properly  and  attend 
to  his  other  duties.  Suppose  that,  duringthesea- 
sion  of  the  Legislature  in  winter,  a  difficulty  arises 
with  the  Indians;  it  becomes  his  duty  to  leave  the 
seat  of  government;  the  law  compels  him  to  doit, 
and  go  among  the  Indians.  What  is  he  going  to 
do  ?  He  must  seek  the  agency  of  some  irrespon- 
sible pe'rson,  and  send  him  there,  and  ten  to  one 
he  is  not  the  man  to  reconcile  matters  with  the  In- 
dians. The  Governor  cannot  go  himself  in  per- 
son, for  he  has  to  be  at  the  seat  of  government  in 
attendance  upon  the  Legislature,  and  hence  very 
often  these  difficulties  arise.  I  think  it  is  well  to 
gel  rid  of  the  exception  made  in  the  law  of  1851, 
and  place  the  Indians  where  they  are  placed  every- 
where else  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  under 
the  superintendency  of  the  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs  proper. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  is  true,  as  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  has  said,  that  I  do  not  understand 
this  question  as  well  as  I  should  if  I  had  thor- 
oughly investigated  it.  I  had  not  turned  my 
attention  specially  to  it  for  the  reason  that  I  bad 
no  idea  such  a  proposition  would  be  made  on  a 
motion  to  amend  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
and  that  if  any  such  radical  change  was  contem- 
plated in  our  Indian  affairs,  I  presumed  it  would 
come  from  the  Committee  gn  Indian  Affairs,  and 
that  I  should  have  time  to  examine  it.  The  act 
of  1851  does  provide  that  the  superintendencies 
shall  be  dispensed  with  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains and  north  of  New  Mexico,  except  that  in 
Minnesota,  where  the  Governor  shall  continue, 
ez  (ffieio,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  unless 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  relieve 
him  therefrom.  Then,  as  under  this  law  as  it  is 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  the  power 
to-day  to  make  this  very  change  as  to  that  Terri- 
tory, if  he  sees  proper,  why  the  necessity  of  this 
provision  on  the  subject? 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator  did  not  hear  what 
I  said  in  the  outset.  The  object  is  this:  the  Pres- 
ident, as  the  matter  stands,  would  not  separate 
these  duties,  and  leave  the  Governor  only  f  1 ,500  a 
year.  It  would  not  be  fair.  He  can  separate  the 
duties,  but  he  cannot  increase  the  salary. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Exactly. 

Mr.  STUART.  Therefore,  Aere  is  the  neces- 
sity to  legislate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  know;  bat  still,  in  this  le- 
gislation you  do  not  propose  to  increase  the  salary. 
You  only  propose  in  this  bill  to  do  what  the  Pres- 
ident is -authorized  to  do  under  the  existing  law. 
I  take  it  for  gfanted  that  if,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  President,  the  public  interest  required  this 
change,  he  would  have  made  it  before  this  time.  I 
take  It  for  granted,  that  if,  in  his  estimation,  the 
public  interest  should  hereafter  require  the  change, 
he  will  make  it  under  the  existing  law. '  By  your 
amendment  you  only  require  it  to  be  imperative 
upon  him  to  make  a  change  which  he  is  author- 
ized to  make,  if  he  thinks  nis  duty  and  the  public 
interest  require  it.  Hence,  there  ia  no  necessity 
connected  with  the  public  service  to  do  this  act, 
unless  you  believe  that  the  President  does  not 
understand,  or  ia  not  willing  to  perform  his  duty 
under  the  law. 

But,  sir,  1  cannot  really  understand  that  this  ia 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  general  rule 
has  been,  in  this  country,  to  make  the  Governors 
of  the  Territories  ex  qffltio  superintendents  of  In- 
dian affairs.  I'know  that  under  peculiar  emer- 
gencies you  have  sometimes  required  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  extra  superintendent;  but  the  general 
rule  has  been  that  the  Governor  shall  ex  nfflcio  be 
superintendent.  It  was  so  in  Iowa,  it  was  so  in 
Wisconsin,  in  Missouri,  in  Michigan,  in  Oregon, 
in  Minnesota,  in  all  the  Territories.  I  am  not 
certain  but  that  some  slight  change  has  been  made 
in  Oregon  recently;  but  if  so  it  nas  been  in  this 
indirect  mode,  and  without  due  reflection  and  in- 
vestigation. 

But  why  should  there  be  a  difference  between 
your  superintendencies  east  anff  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  .>  If  the  Governor  is  a  proper  superin- 
tendent west, I  suppose  he  isaproper  superintend- 
ent east.  Certainly  that  ran^e  of^mountains  does 
not  make  such  a  difflerence  either  in  the  powers  of 


j  your  Governors,  or  in  their  duties  orcap«clty,orin 
I  the  nature  of  the  Indiana,  or  the  duties  towards 
.1  them,  as  to  require  one  system  of  policy  on  the  east 
\  and  another  on  the  west  side.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  this  attempt  to  adopt  one  system  in  one  place, 
and  another  one  in  another  place,  on  the  suggestions 
of  members  or  of  particularofficers,  without  having 
the  wholesubject  investigated,  is  calculated  to  lead 
to  confusion.  I  repeat,  if  you  will  show  me  that 
the  Governor  is  so  much  engaged  that  he  cannot 
perform  his  duties  as  superiniendenl,  I  am  willing, 
upon  a  bill  to  be  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  carefully  matured,  to  make  a 
change;  but  I  wish  to  make  it  everywhere,  and  not 
make  an  exception  of  one  Territory  when  no  good 
reason  for  that  exception  can  be  pointed  out. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walkzii] 
says,  that  the  Governor  has  to  be  at  the  seat  of 
government  to  attend  on  the  Legislature,  and  has 
not  time  to  attend  to  those  duties.  He  has  to  be 
at  the  seat  of  government  not  exceeding  forty 
days  in  the  year.  Your  law  provides  uial  the 
Legislature  shall  only  continue  in  session  forty 
days  in  twelve  months.  I  should  think  that  the 
Governor  might  attend  the  rest  of  the  lime  to 
Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Has  he  not  other  duties  to 
attend  to  f 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Certainly;  he  has  other 
duties,  but  duties  that  can  be  performed  in  one 
part  of  the  Terrilory  almost  as  well  as  in  another. 
At  any  rate,  if  he  cannot  attend  to  those  duties, 
the  same  objection  applies  to  New  Mexico;  why 
not  make  the  change  there?  If  the  Governor  of 
Minnesota  cannot  perform  both  those  duties,  or 
cannot  be  permitted  to  absent  himself  from  the 
seat  of  government  to  superintend  the  Indian 
affairs  in  Minnesota,  how  can  the  Governor  of 
New  Mexico  do  it  there? 

Mr.  WALKER.  They  ought  to  be  separated 
there. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Then,  if  they  ought  to  be 
separated  in  New  Mexico,  why  not  separate 
them  in  Utah  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs are  going  to  report  a  bill  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  committee,  you  say, 
are  going  to  do  that;  then,  if  it  is  done  in  Utah, 
why  not  also  in  Washington  and  Oregon,  if  it 
has  not  already  been  done  there? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Will  the  Senator  lirom 
Illinois  allow  me  to  correct  him  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Prom  the  tenor  of  hia 
remarks,  1  suppose  the  Senator  takes  it  for 
granted,  that  the  committee  have  recommended 
this  separation  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  No;  I  do  not  understand  it 
so.  I  was  pursuing  the  train  of  remark  because 
these  gentlemen  (Messrs.  Stuakt  and  Walker] 
were  arguing  in  derogation  of  the  committee,  to 
far  as  lam  informed . 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  committee  have  rec- 
ommended simply  to  make  the  location  or  seat  of 
the  superintendenries  movable — nothing  more. 
The  proposition  to  separate  the  superintendency 
from  the  governorship  comes  from  the  Senator 
from  Michigan. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that 
explanation.  I  supposed  th^l  such  was  the  case; 
and  I  was  arguing  in  the  manner  I  was  pursuing, 
because  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  had  been 
deprived  of  their  legitimate  functions,  and  had  not 
bad  charge  of  the  subject.  It  was  a  reason  why 
it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
We  know  that  that  committee  have  devoted  their 
attention  to  Indian  afiiiirs,  and  understand  theae 
questions  much  better  than  the  other  members  of 
the  Senatedo.  We  know  that  thechairman  [Mr. 
Scbaitian]  has  devoted  his  attention  to  them  until 
he  is  perfectly  acqpiainied  with  the  question  in  all 
its  bearings;  and,  I  think,  that  a  proposition  as 
sweeping  as  this,  ought  to  have  come  from  that 
committee,  and  not  been  brought  in  by  persons  not 
connected  with  the  committee  at  all.  That  »  the 
reason  I  was  arguing  upon  that  point. 

As  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  that 
the  President  tiiight  change  the  seats  of  the  super- 
intendents, I  think  it  is  proper  and  right.  One  of 
them  is  located  now  in  St.  Louis.  There  are  no 
Indians  within  many  hundred  miles  of  that  place. 
By  changing  hia  locality  from  there  to  Si.  Joseph 's, 
Missouri,  or  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas,  or  some 
other  proper  point,  it  ia  possible  be  might  be 
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rendered  mucli  more  efficient  and  useful  in  the  per- 
fornuuiee  of  hU  duties.  If  the  President  should 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  was  the  case,  it 
vould  be  well  to  permit  him  to  change  the  location 
with  reference  to  placing  him  nearer  the  theater 
of  his  action,  or  tiie  scene  of  his  duties.  So  it 
vouid  be  with  the  other  agencies. 

But,  sir,  when  you  come  to  the  qaastion  of  Sep- 
hrating  the  duties  of  superintendent  in  the  Territo- 
ries from  the  office  of  Qoremor,  it  is  a  question  of 
vast  Importance,  requiring  mature  consideration. 
I  am,  by  no  means,  certain  but  that  the  Governor 
of  a  Territory  posscBsesa  power  over  the  Indians, 
that  no  other  man  would  possess.  The  very  fact 
that  he  is  Governor,  the  very  title  of  his  office,  the 
very  fact  that  he  is  commander-inKAhief  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  Territory,  the  very  fact  that  he  has  the 
executive  power  and  authority  in  his  hands,  the 
ri^ht  to  call  out  the  militia,  the  right  to  exercise 
mlitary  power,  mftkcs  him  the  proper  man  to  en- 
force your  Indian  laws,  in  the  event  they  are  re- 
sisted by  the  Indians.  If  you  have  a  mere  super- 
intendent there,  he  is  a  man  with  naked  authority, 
without  the  power  U)  enforce  his  commands.  Are 
you  foing  to  have  your  superintendent  with  au- 
thority to  call  upon  and  command  the  Governor  ? 
Suppose  the  superintendent  finds  that  bis  orders 
ore  resisted,  and  that  he  ca^flajl  execute  them; 
who,  then  is  to  call  out  the  militia,  or  the  military 
authority  for  that  purpose?  Is  it  the  superintend- 
ent himself?  If  so,  you  make  him  commander- 
in-chief  over  your  Governor.  It  will  produce  a 
collision  of  authority;  and  I  think- that  it  requires 
deliberation  before  yoo  throw  ail  this  confusion 
imio  the  government  of  the  diflerent  Territories  of 
the  Union.  I  wish  to  see  the  necessity  for  this 
change.  I  shouM  like  to  hear  the  experience  of 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
DooGB,]  who  has  been  the  Govcmar  of  Terri- 
tories. I  should  like  (o  heai  the  experience  of  the 
distingaishsd  Senator  from  Iowa,  jMr.  Codoe,] 
who  has  Jived  nearly  all  his  life  in  Territories;  or 
of  the  other  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Johes,] 
who  has  represented  Territories  nearly  his  whole 
life  iiere.  I  should  like  to  have  those  gentlemen, 
who  are  familiar  with  the  territorial  organization, 
with  the  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  with  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  and 
who  have  had  experience  upon  the  subject,  confer 
with  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  pre- 
]iar«  such  a  general  bill  as  would  do  justice  to  the 
■object. 

I  did  not  desiw,  Mr.  President,  to  interfere 
with  this  question;  but  my  position  as  chairman 
of  theCoramittee  on  Territories,  makes  it  my  duty 
to  cati  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  subject, 
to  show  that  by  pursuing  the  course  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan,  yroxi  will  be  produc- 
ing confusion  in  the  whole  territorial  organization, 
which  ought  not  to  be  done  except  upon  mature 
4eliberBtion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  we  shall  confine  our- 
selves to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  not  be  introducing  other  topics, 
which,  it  is  evident,  will  lead  to  debate  in  regard 
to  the  general  policy  which  should  prevail  in  the 
government  of  the  Indians.  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  reserve  those  questions  for  some  separate 
bill.  The  provision  moved  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  in  regard  to  changing  the  locations 
•f  the  superintendenciea,  is  a  matter  of  necessity, 
and  I  trust  that  the  other  matter  will  not  be  pressed 
upon  us  now. 

Mr.  WALKER.  There  is  one  point  in  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Doug- 
las] to  which  I  wish  to  make  a  very  brief  reply. 
He  suggested  one  reason  against  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Michigan;  and  I  think  in  that 
reason  there  was  more  force  involved  than  in  any 
other  which  he  gave.  He  says  he  thinks  that  it 
is  peculiarly  appropriate  that  the  Governor  of  a 
Territory  should  be  superintendent  of  Indian 
adEairs. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  say  such  has  been  the 
practice;  and  I  do  not  see  what  reason  there  is  for 
a  change  in  the  practice,  which  has  existed  for 
•Lxty  yean,    fiat  I  say  if  tha  Comraittse  on  In- 
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dian  Affairs  can  satisfy  me  that  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  a  change,  after  mature  consideration,  I 
shouM  be  likely  to  hov  with  deference  to  the  opin- 
ion of  that  committee. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  propriety  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  Territory  being  at  the  same  time  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs,  was  certainly  enforced 
by  the  Senator  from  lUinois,  and  he  gave  a  reason 
for  it;  and  to  that  reason  I  wish  to  reply.  His 
reason  was,  that  the  Governor  had  influence  over 
the  Indians  because  he  held  the  title  and  official 
position  of  Governor,  and  because  he  was,  besides, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  territorial  militia,  and 
had  power  to  call  them  out.  Did  not  that  Senator 
reflect,  that  when  the  Governor  calls  out  the  militia, 
he  does  so  as  Governor,  and  not  as  superintend- 
ent of  Indian  affairs?  The  superintenaent  is  not 
appointed  to  fight  the  Indians,  but  to  protect  their 
interests,  to  care  for  them,  and  to  look  after  their 
welfare.  Then,  if  the  Indians  are  under  the  super- 
intendeocy  of  a  separate  superintendent  of  Indian 
afluirs,  what  will  be  the  result?  If  violence  ensues 
between  them  and  the  whites,  the  Governor  does 
just  what  he  would  do  if  he  were  also  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs:  he  calls  out  the  militia 
then.  For  what  purpose?  To  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Indians?  To  take  care  of  them?  No, 
sir !  But  to  whip  them,  and  to  protect  the  whites. 
That  is  just  wliat  he  would  do,  if  the  Indians  were 
under  the  superintendency  of  a  person  separate 
from  4he  Governor.  He  would  call  out  the  militia 
to  fight  them,  and  put  down  the  insurrection. 
Tliat  is  his  duty,  as  Governor,  and  not  as  super- 
iatendant;  and  his  being  superintendent  disquali- 
fies him,  to  a  great  extent,  from  doing  so;  for  the 
very  iaaurraotion  may  arise  from  his  own  fault, 
and  after  he  has  committed  the  fault,  and  brought 
the  Indians  to  arms,  he  turns  round  and  calls  out 
the  militia  to  fight  them,  and  put  them  down.  Sir, 
there  should  be  a  disinterested  person  to  judge  of 
that  matter,  and  he  should  be  the  supcrinteadent 
of  Indian  affairs,  aad  not  the  Governor.  It  is 
not  for  the  superintendent  to  set  up  a  rule  of  ac- 
tion for  the  whites,  but  for  the  Indians;  and  the 
Gh>v«riior's  duty  is  to  set  npa  rale  of  action  for  the 
whites.  It  is  not  his  duty,  and  it  is  never  imposed 
upon  him,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
to  call  out  tha  militia  to  fifht  the  Indians.  When 
he  does  so,  and  appeals  to  arms,  he  does  it  as  the 
enemy  of  the  Indians,  as  Governor,  and  not  in 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  superintendent. 

I  think  that  when  the  idea  advanced  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  is  properly  understood,  it 
will  be  an  argument  for  the  propriety  of  separa- 
ting iht  offices  of  Governor  and  superintendent. 
I  hope  and  trust  that  it  will  be  done  in  this  in- 
stance, and  that  the  proposition  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  not  be 
adopted.  For  one,  I  do  not  wish  to  see  it  adopted , 
unless  the  proposition  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  be  also  adopted.  If  the  two  can  go  to- 
gether, I  will  vote  for  them. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  may  be  that  all  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  Senator  from  Wtseonsin  por- 
trays may  exist  in  case  we  do  not  change  the  law; 
but,  sir,  inasmuch  as  the  system  which  he  pro- 
poses to  change,  and  which  he  thinks  will  be  so 
dreadful  and  so  unjust  in  its  operation,  has  been 
in  existence  as  long  as  this  Govsrnment  has  been 
in  being;  and  inasmuch  as  you  have  had  from 
three  to  six  Territories  during  that  whole  period; 
and  inasmuch  as  no  such  ooUision,  or  injustice,  or 
violence  has  occurred,  I  can  hardly  see  that  there 
is  any  great  reason  for  the  alarm  expressed  that  it 
is  about  to  occur  at  this  instant.  In  arguing 
against  this  change  before,  what  I  said  was,  that 
as  we  have  bad  toe  system  for  half  a  century,  and 
there  has  been  no  pretense  that  any  one  of^  these 
evile  has  occurred,  no  pretense  that  any  one  of 
these  acts  of  violence  or  of  injustice  has  been 
ooromilted,  I  wanted  to  know  what  ground  there 
waa  for  the  change.  I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  made,  but  1  a«y  that  fifty  years'  experience 
is  lon^  enough  to  enable  gentlemen  to  point  out 
the  evils  if  they  exist;  and  I  say  further,  that  that 
long  acquiescence,  aqd  the  absence  of  any  com- 
plaints, and  tha  absence  of  any  of  the  wroiige  and 


injuries  which  are  feared,  should  restrain  us  from 
acting;  at  least  until  the  appropriate  committee 
of  this  body  can  consider  the  subject,  and  give  us 
their  sanction  for  our  action-  That  is  aU  tiiat  I 
was  urging.  It  may  be  right  to  make  the  change, 
but  I  do  not  see  that,  as  yet,  any  good  teaaoas 
have  been  advanced  which  require  us  to  make  a 
departure  from  the  old  policy. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  I  infer  frost 
the  introduclioBU>f  this  measure  here,  that  the  aji- 
plication  has  been  made  to  the  President  to  make 
the  very  change  which  is  proposed  by  the  present 
amendment.  The  law  gives  the  President  the 
ptfwer  to  make  that  cliange;  and  I  infer,  therefore, 
that  il  has  not  been  accomplished,  because  the 
Executive  is  not  convinced  that  it  ought  to  ^e 
done.  Now,  sir,  i  am  not  willing,  unless  good 
ground  be  presented  here  for  it,  to  take  an  a«>eat 
from  the  Executive  to  this  Chamber,  or  to  Con- 
gress, in  a  matter  in  regard  to  which  he  must  be 
bcuer  informed  (it  being  a  part  of  his  executive 
duty)  than  the  legielative  deportment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

If  I  understand  the  matter,  these  two  offices 
are  united  in  every  Territory,  except  in  Oregon, 
by  the  existing  law;  but  in  regard  to  Minnesota, 
power  is  conferred  upon  the  President  to  make 
the  separation,  and  he  has  not  chosen  to  make 
any  such  change.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs  of  this  body  has  not  reported  in  favor  of  any 
such  chance,  nor  has  anv  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, if  1  understand  the  matter  aright,  except 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  favoreid  it.  But 
here  is  a  proposition  tu-ougbt  in  against  theaclien 
of  that  committee,  or  without  its  action,  aad 
against  or  without  the  action  of  the  President, 
proposing  to  make  an  exception  in  regard  to  th(S 
Territory  of  Minnesota.  It  may  be  right;  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not  right;  but  it  is 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Government  hith- 
erto, if  I  am  correctly  informed,  except  in  the 
case  of  Oregon,  and  I  can  readily  conceive  why 
that  should  be  an  exception.  If  a  proper  mssstira 
were  presented  to  us,  upon  general  grounds,  f 
would  have  a  law  which  would  apply  to  all  Terri- 
tories; at  all  events,  I  should  not  be  willing  to. 
make  the  change  unless  it  came  from  thscomnijt- 
tee,  or  in  some  way  received  its  aaoction, 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  simply  wish  to  answer  as 
to  the  inference  drawn  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut. He  says'  he  infers  that  application  has 
been  made  to  the  President  to  do  just  what  it  is 
proposed  to  do  by  this  amendment.  I  wish  to 
assure  him,  and  the  Senate,  that  if  any  such  ap- 
plication has  been  madtf  to  the  President,  I  am 
entirely  ignorant  of  it.  I  do  not  think  such  jin 
application  has  been  made.  If  it  had  been  made, 
however,  1  have  no  doubt  the  President  gave  thia 
answer:  "  If  I  separate  the  duties  of  superintend- 
ent of  Indian  affiiirs  from  those  of  Governor,  I 
shall  reduce  the  Governor's  salary  fl ,000,  Waving 
him  only  $1,500  a  year.  That  would  be  inade- 
quate; and  therefore  I  decline  to  separate  the  two 
offices."  That,  probably,  would  be  his.  answer, 
if  he  were  asked  to  make  the  change;  and  I  think 
he  would  be  correct  in  it.  He  would  be  correct  in 
it  if  he  looked  only  to  the  interests  of  the  office- 
holder, and  not  to  those  of  the  Indians.  If  he 
looked  to  the  intereets  of  the  Governor  of  Min- 
nesota, he  woui{d  see,  that  by  making  the  change, 
he  was  reducing  the  salary  of  the  Governor  so 
much,  without  having  any  power  to  make  com- 
pensation for  the  reduction.  Now,  what  is  prop 
poaed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan  is,  to  scpor 
rste  the  duties  of  the  two  offices,  and,  when  the 
proper  bill  comes  up,  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Governor,  so  as  to  do  him  Jastice.  Then  it  is 
only  to.  do,  on  tlM  part  of  Congress,  what  the 
President  probably  could  not  do  m  jastice  to  the 
Governor  of  Minnesota.  There  has  been,  to  my 
knowledge,  no  application  made  to  the  President 
for  this  change. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
there  had  been  any  such  application.  I  merely 
drew  the  inference  in  my  own  mind,  from  the  fact 
ttiat  the  power  was  lodged  in  the  President,  and 
that  opon  that  subject  he  was  nuich  better  iit- 
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'^rmed  than  individual  members  of  the  Senate, 
and  I  confided  in  his  action,  and  especially  when 
that  action  is  sustained  by  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee of  this  body. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  debate  upon  this 
amendment  of  the  committee,  and  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  it  by  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, has  assumed  so  wide  a  range,  and  involved 
the  discussion  of  so  many  collateral  questions  and 
considerations,  that  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  a  short  time,  merely  to  enable  me  to  state 
the  very  simple  question  which  is  presented  by 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. That  araendmentproposes  simply  to  allow 
the  locations  of  the  present  superinlendencies 
of  Indian  affairs,  wherever  they  may  be,  to  be 
changed  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, which  is,  of  course,  the  discretion  of  the  In- 
dian Department,  in  order  to  accommodate  our 
Indian  system  to  the  shifUng  and  changing  geo- 
.  graphical  position  of  the  Indians.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  evident  necessity,  the  propriety  of  \{hich,  I 
presume,  no  Senator  will  question. 

The  Senator  from  Michigan  proposes  to  go  fur- 
ther, and  to  separate  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  from  that  of  Governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Minnesota.  So  far  as  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  have  had  that  subject  under  consid- 
eration, and  they  gave  but  very  slight  considera- 
tion to  it,  indeed,  they  could  not  o^ree  to  recom- 
mend it.  It  did  not  meet  the  sanction  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee.  The  opposite  policy  has 
been  pursued  so  long,  and  has,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  worked  so  well,  that  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  recommend  a  separation  of  the  duties  of 
the  two  offices  in  this  case.  The  offices  of  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  and  Executive  of  the 
Territory  are  now  united  in  the  Territories  of 
New  Mexico,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Minne- 
sota; we  were  therefore  not  prepared  to  sanction 
th*  amendment  which  has  been  moved  by  the 
Senator  from  Michigan.  He  seeks  to  do  by  law 
that  which  existing  laws  authorize  to  be  accom- 
plished by  a  simple  order  of  the  Executive. 

Now,  sir,  in  order  to  meet  the  only  argument 
which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan has  brought  forward  against  leaving  this  dis- 
cretion with  the  President — that  is,  that  he  would 
not  like  to  exercise  it  because  by  so  doing  he  would 
dsereaae  the  Governor's  salary — I  intend,  if  the 
Senate  decline  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  which  I  hope  they  will 
do,  to  offer  this  proviso  to  the  amenament  of  the 
committee: 

Prodded,  That  whenever  the  President  may  order  the 
Iransftr  of  the  dutiei  of  euperintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
from  itaeGoTemorof  IheTerrltory  of  Minnesota,  the  saltry 

of>acb  Governor  sliall  ihereaAerbe dollars  per  an- 

nuiD. 

By  putting  in  such  a  provision  as  this,  we  shall 
remove  all  the  difficulty  and  all  the  objection 
arising  out  of  the  suddeh  decrease  of  the  salary  of 
that  officer,  and  leave  the  question  of  the  separa- 
.  tion  of  the  duties  of  the  two  offices  to  be  determ- 
ined as  now  provided  for  by  law — that  is,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  1  presume  that 
being  a  mere  matter  of  administrative  detail,  that 
it  is  much  better  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President,  who  is  supposed  to  be  better 
aware  of  the  exigencies  of  the  Indian  service  than 
we  are,  and  allow  him  to  accomplish,  by  a  simple 
order,  that  which,  if  we  regulate  it,  must  be  done 
by  a  fixed,  imperative,  and  compulsory  law. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  has  become  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence  with  me  whether  the  Sen- 
ate adopt  my  amendment,  as  I  shall  modify  it — 
because  I  intend  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
upon  the  exact  question,  and  I  shall  modify  it  so 
as  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Governor  at  the 
same  time — or  whether  they  adopt  the  suggestion 
now  intimated  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 
And,  sir,  but  for  some  things  which  have  been 
■aid  in  the  debate,  I  should  have  contented  my- 
self with  allowing  the  question  to  be  taken  without 
any  further  remarks;  but  the  movement  which  1 
have  made  here  has  been  characterized  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  and  by  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  as  most  remarkable.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  characterized  my  amendment  as  a 
mostsweeping  one,  making  a  very  great  change 
in  our  Indian  relations,  and  said  it  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  serious  consideration  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  of  the  Senate.  This onl^ 
goes  to  show  how  men  may  dififar.    I  consider  it 


the  simplest  question  in  the  world,  and  reduced  to 
a  nut  shell. 

Congress,  in  1851,  provided  for  a  general  change 
of  Indran  superintendencies  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  and  the  Senator  seems  to  have  forgot- 
ten, in  his  remarks,  that  the  history  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  respect  to  its  Indian  affairs,  is  a  history 
of  fraud  and  plunder.  The  Senator  says  he  can 
see  no  reason  why  this  change  should  be  made. 
Why,  sir,  the  system  itself  was  subjected  in  the 
hands  of  designing  men  to  theperpelrationofsuch 
frauds  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  human  ingenuity  to  pre- 
vent them ;  and  the  statistics  will  snow  that  this 
Government  has  been  plundered  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent through  its  Indian  agencies  than  from  all 
other  sources  put  together.  Hence  Congress,  in 
1851,  being  aroused  to  this  question,  resolved  to 
sweep  away  all  these  informal  modes  of  distrib- 
uting money  among  the  Indians  and  superintend- 
ing Indian  affairs,  and  provided  for  three  general 
agents,  who  should  be  nominated  by  thePresident, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  paid  a  liberal  salary, 
and  held  to  a  rigid  accountability  for  the  proper  ex- 
ercise of  the  duties  of  their  office.  The  Territory 
of  Minnesota  was  excepted  out  of  thalgeneral  rule 
for  a  reason  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  and 
which  1  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  repeating. 
The  ground  of  the  exception  having  ceased,  the 
exception  itself  should  cease.  This,  therefore,  in 
myjudgment,  is  no  sweeping  change.  The  sweep- 
ing change  was  made  in  the  second  section  of  the 
law  of  1851,  which  swept  away  this  whole  mode. 
It  was  done  then,  and  aone  maturely— done  with 
deliberation,  and  done,  I  apprehend,  with  great 
propriety. 

The  reason  to  which  I  alluded  for  the  distinc- 
tion west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  still  prevails. 
There  are  no  general  superintendencies  there. 
But  I  have  read  the  letter  of  the  Commissionsr  of 
Indian  Affairs,  wha  is  presumed  to  know  more 
about  Ike  matter  than  any  other  man  under  this 
Government,  in  which  he  says  the  change  ought 
to  be  made  in  all  eases;  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  retaining  the  two  offices  in  one  person  any- 
where, and  that  the  Government  service  would  be 
better  without  it.  That  is  his  view,  and  it  should 
be  pretty  good  authority. 

Then,  sir,  the  Senator  suggests,  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vire;inia,  and  the  Senator  from  Connec- 
ticut, have  fallen  into  the  same  argument,  that 
there  should  be  no  amendments  to  appropsiation 
bills  except  they  come  from  the  committees.  That 
would  leave  very  little  for  the  rest  of  us  to  do. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  begthegentleman's pardon; 
I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.TOUCEY.    Nor  I. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Nor  I;  nor  any  one  else,  I 
believe.  I  neither  stated  it,  nor  hinted  it,  nor  seud 
anything  from  which  any  one  could  infer  it. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  remarks  will  be  published 
in  the  Globe;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  will 
appear  from  the  report,  that  the  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  against  this  amendment  was, 
that  the  subject  had  not  received  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  that  the 
Senate  ought  not  to  entertain  it,  because  it  had 
not  been  acted  upon,  and  reported  upon  by  the 
committee.  Now,  sir,  1  say  that  that  argument 
will  cut  off  the  right  of  any  individual  Senator, 
who  does  not  belong  to  any  particular  committee, 
to  offer  an  amendment,  because  if  the  argument 
is  sound  in  this  instance,  it  is  sound  in  all  in- 
stances. That  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  argu- 
ment. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  that  the  Senator  from  Connec- 
ticut has  introduced  an  argument  which  is  still 
more  remarkable  than  that.  He  says  that  he  in- 
fers that  the  President  has  been  called  upon  to 
make  the  change,  and  has  declined  to  do  it.  If 
the  Senator  himself  has  called  upon  the  President 
to  make  that  change,  and  the  President  has  de- 
clined, he  has  a  right  to  draw  the  inference,  be- 
cause then  he  knows  something  about  it;  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  proposition  which  carries 
any  such  inference.  Then  he  follows  this  up  by 
saying  that  he  objects  to  taking  an  appeal  from 
the  action  of  the  President  to  the  Senate,  or  to 
Congress.  I  never  dreamed  that  any  such  appeal 
was  Ming  taken.  I  had  called  upon  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  and  1  read  to  the  Senate 
the  correspondence  in  which  he  sanctioned  this 
ohang;e.  I  had  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  who  baa  charge  of  the  Indian  depart- 


ment, and  ha  told  me  that  he  would  not  recom- 
mend the  change,  because  it  took  away  part  of 
the  Governor's  salary,  but  that,  in  his  judgment, 
the  change  ought  lo  be  made.  That  I  had  stated 
here.  If  I  were  President  of  the  United  States  I 
would  not  make  the  change^  nor  would  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  do  it,  and  take  $1,000  off  the 
salary  of  the  Governor  of  Minnesota.  He  could 
not  infer  that  Congress  would  increase  the  salary. 
Hence,  I  said  in  the  outset  that  the  proviso  to  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  1851  was  incomplete; 
that  while  it  purported  to  give  this  power  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  power  was  so 
incompletely  given  that  he  could  not  exercise  it 
without  injustice.  I  say,  therefore,  it  is  quite  im- 
material to  me  whether  the  amendment  which  I 
have  moved,  or  that  now  indicated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  be 
adapted.  I  have  the  opinion  of  the  Indian  Com- 
missioner, and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 
that  the  separation  ought  to  be  made,  and,  as  I 
said  before,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive 
why  the  Senate  should  hesitate  in  doing  what  it 
is  conceded  ought  to  be  done,  but  the  objection  to 
doing  which  is,  that  this  is  not  the  proper  way 
and  proper  place  to  do  it.  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  general  Indian  appropriation  bill  was  th* 
very  piece  to  provide  for  everything  connected 
with  Indian  afiairs. 

I  will  modify  my  amendment  by  adding  to  it  a 
proviso,  that  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  Min- 
nesota shall  remain  at|i2,S00,  which  is  his  present 
salary  as  Governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs.  I  can  see  no  reason  myself— I  do  not  say 
what  reason  oth^^entlemen  can  seek— why  a  meas- 
ure which  is  recommended  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  (and  which  I  have,  therefore, a 
right  to  infer  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  President 
oflhe  United  States,  because  he  is  in  the  habit,  I 
apprehend,  of  sanctioning  the  action  of  the  officers 
who  have  charge  of  these  questions,)  should  not 
be  carried  out  by  Congress.  Why  should  it  not 
be  done?  What  has  been  urged  against  it? 
Nothing,  except  what  1  conceive  to  be — I  say  it, 
certainly,  with  great  respect — a  very  remarkabls 
argument,  charging  me  with  asserting  a  right 
which  does  not  Bslone  to  anybody  but  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  with  the 
intention  of  appealing  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Senate,  and,  therefore, invok- 
ing the  power  of  the  friends  of  the  President  to 
vote  down  my  amendment.  Why,  sir,  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  that  course  of  action.  I 
have  offered  this  amendment  because,  I  deem  it 
very  important.  I  had  some  little  kiiowlrdge  of 
what  occurred  under  Governor  Ramsay.  I  looked 
a  little  into  those  transactions,  and  although  I  be- 
lieve he  was  acquitted  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him,  I  also  believe  he  impugned  the  law, 
and  I  believe,  just  as  long  as  the  Governor  of  a 
Territory  holds  the  patronage  of  Governor  and 
the  money  of  the  Indians,  there  is  too  strong  a 
temptation  for  most  men,  and  we  shall  find  that 
the  difficulties  will  continue  to  occur.  It  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  offered  and  urged  the  amend- 
ment; but  1  say  again,  that  1  care  not  how  the 
object  is  effected.  I  would  as  lief  turn  the  respon- 
sibility over  to  the  President,  if  the  Senate  are 
afraid  of  it,  as  to  take  the  responsibility  hers. 
For  myself,  however,  I  prefer  to  do  whstsver  in 
mv  judgment  ought  to  be  done,  and  to  do  it  my- 
self. 1  prefer,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  to  taks 
the  responsibility,  so  far  as  my  vote  and  actios 
(^o,  to  change  this  law,  rather  than  turn  the  ques- 
tion over  to  the  President,  and  say  to  him,  "  Sir, 
you  must  take  the  responsibility,  because  a  former 
Congress  conferred  it  upon  you  imperfestly."  I 
propose  to  relieve  the  Presicfefit  of  it,  and  lo  placa 
the  responsibility  where  it  belongs,  and  that  is  OD 
the  Con{;ress  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  (and  I  hope  this  is  all  1 
shall  be  called  upon  to  say  on  the  subject,)  let  ma 
say,  that  I  predicate  my  action  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
asked  of  him  for  that  purpose,  upon  the  opinion 
informally  obtained  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior; and  I  infer,  from  the  fact  that  these  twa 
officers  are  combined  upon  the  question,  that  the 
President  would  be  of  the  same  opinion,  if  called 
upon,  in  reKpect  to  this  change. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  is  entirely  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  he  predicates  his  amend- 
ment on  the  recommendalioD  of  the  Commiasioncr 
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of  Indian  Affairs.  It  seema,  by  a  lener  from  the 
Commissioner,  addressed  to  the  Senator,  in  an- 
swer to  an  inquiry  made  by  him,  whether  this 
cha;ige  ought  to  be  made  in  Minnesota,  that  he 
says:  "  By  reference  to  the  second  section,"  &c., 
"  you  will  find  that  the  President  already  has  the 
power"  to  make  the  separation  in  Minnesota. 
Then  he  adds,  "  My  individual  opinion  has  been, 
and  is,  that  the  public  interests,  so  far  as  Indian 
matters  are  concerned,  wuujd,  in  all  the  Terri- 
tories, be  subserved  by  a  separation  of  the  two 
offices,  there  beinij  no  similarity  in  duty,  or  neces- 
sity for  the  connection  in  any  respect. 

What  is  his  recommendation.'  He  answers,  as  to 
the  point  put  to  him,  whether  the  separation  ought 
to  be  made  in  Minnesota,  that  the  law  already 
authorizes  it.  As  to  the  question,  whether  there 
ought  to  be  a  general  law,  he  says  his  opinion  is 
in  favor  of  a  general  change.  Certainly  you  can- 
not draw  an  inference  from  that  letter  that  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  made  in  this  pariicularcase, 
while  the  old  system  continued  m  other  cases. 
The  inference,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be,  that  he 
aaw  no  necessity  for  making  a  special  exception 
of  this  case;  but  if  you  are  going  to  reorganize 
the  system,  and  make  a  general  change,  he  says 
he  is  in  favor  of  it;  otherwise,  he  says,  the  law  as 
it  stands  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the  President  to 
act.  Then  his  recommendation,  so  far  as  there  is 
any  recommendation  at  all,  is  against  this  special 
act  instead  of  being  in  favor  of  it. 

Again,  if  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
had  mtanded  to  make  a  recommendation  for  this 
change,  he  would  certainly  have  sent  it  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
who  is  the  appropriate  person  to  hold  communi- 
cation between  that  committee  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  on  a  question  of  this  kind. 
Sir,  I  regret  that  I  have  been  under  the  necessity 
of  rising  again  on  this  point;  but  I  mustsiiy  a  few 
words  further.  The  Senator  says,  that  here  is 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule — that  the  act  of 
1851  abolished  the  sub-ogencies,and  all  that  kind 
of  thing,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  with  this 
exception.  Why,  sir,  if  he  will  look  into  that 
matter,  he  will  find  that  the  act  of  1851,  to  which 
he  refers,  does  not  remove  an  agency  in  any  or- 
ganized Territory  of  the  United  Stales,  and  does 
not  deprive  any  Governor  of  a  Territory  of  the 
duties  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  What 
U  the  exception?  The  act  of  1851  excepts  from 
it  every  organized  Territory  in  America.  It  ap- 
plies to  the  Territories  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains, north  of  New  Mexico,  thus  excepting  that 
Territory,  and  excepting  Minnesota;  and  those 
are  the  only  two  organized  Territories  east  of  the 
mountains.  This  shows  that  the  act  was  intended 
to  apply  to  the  unorganized  Indian  country,  and 
to  none  other. 

No  provision  of  that  act  applied  to  any  of  the 
organized  Territories  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
fear  it  might  be  construed  as  applying  loan  organ- 
ized Territory,  Congress  excepted  Minnesnui  by 
name,  and  used  language  excepting  New  Mexico 
also.  It  is  very  clear,  therefore,  that  the  act  was 
intended  only  to  reduce  the  number  of  agencies 
through  all  that  vast  Indian  country  which  is  un- 
organized, and  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  or 
control  of  any  Governor,  or  of  any  government, 
except  the  Indian  department. 

Then  you  can  find  no  authority  for  this  measure 
in  the  act  of  1851.  It  is  not  carrying  out  that  act; 
it  is  not  in  accordance  with  its  spirit;  and  I  say, 
therefore,  this  proposition  to  make  a  radical  change 
in  our  Indian  department,  as  connected  with  the 
ortrniiiTed  Territorie.i,  should  be  presented  in  a 
different  shape.  If  it  is  necessary  to  make  the 
chonge,  let  it  be  done  by  a  general  law;  and  if  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aftiiirs,on  investigation,  will 
report  a  general  law,  and  satisfy  the  Senate  that 
there  is  good  reason  for  il,  I  will  not  object;  but 
I  wish  it  brought  in  regularly. 

The  Senator  siiyo.  also,  that  other  Senators  and 
myself  have  takeiMhe  position,  that  a  member  of 
the  Senate  cannot  offer  an  amenemenl  unlets  it 
comes  recommended  from  a  committee.  Sir,  I 
intimated  no  such  position.  1  said  noihing  of  the 
kind.  In  my  argument  I  did  not  allude  to  any 
such  thing.  I  said  that  a  proposition  of  this  kind, 
making  so  radical  and  sweeping  a  change  in  our 
Indian  policy,  which  had  continued  for  fifty  years 
as  it  is,  should  not  be  presented  until  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  reported 
upon,  and  well  considered.    I  did  not  intimate  that 


on  ordinary  amendments  such  was  the  case;  but 
in  a  proposition  to  make  a  great  change  in  a  per- 
manent system,  there  should  be  deliberation,  ex- 
amination, and  investigation.  I  hope  1  shall  have 
no  more  to  say  on  the  question. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  modify  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  read  in  this  way: 

And  thai  the  proviso  contained  in  the  second  eection  of 
the  act  of  February  27,  18.',I,  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repeated :  Provided,  7'hat  Ihe  salary  of  the  Governor  of 
Minitesou  fthall  remain  at  $J,5U0  per  annum. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected; 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  move,  as  a  modification 
of  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  to  add  to  it 
the  following: 

Provided,  That  whenever  the  Prcf>ident  may  order  the 
transfer  of  the  dultes  of  superiiidend'^nt  of  ludinn  atfairv 
from  the  Governor  of  Ihe  Territory  of  Miune^iota,  itieauhiry 
of  said  Governor  sliatl  thereafter  be dollars  per  annum. 

My  object  is  simply  to  provide  that,  if  the  Pres- 
ident exercises  the  power  now  conferred  on  him 
by  law,  to  separate  the  exective  duties  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Minnesota  from  the  duties  of  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs,  the  salary  of  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  be  raised  to  a  sufHcieni  amount.  1 
have  left  the  omount  blank  in  the  amendment,  but 
the  blank  can  be  filled  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  move  to  fill  the  blank  with 
"$2,000." 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  accept  an  amend- 
ment of  this  sort:  "That  whenever  the  President 
shall  relieve  the  Governor  of  Minnesota,  or  of 
any  other  organized  Territory,  from  the  perform- 
once  of  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  the  salaryof  the  Governor  shall  remain  the 
same  as  if  the  order  had  not  been  made,"  so  as  to 
make  the  provision  general 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    I  will  state  to  the  Senator, 
that  the  President  has  not  got  that  authority,  ex- 
]  cept  in  this  particular  case. 
I      Mr.    DOUGLAS.      He  will  have  it,  if  that 
]  amendment  be  made. 

j      Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    This  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent applies  to  ihe  Governor  of  Minnesota.    The 
j  law  does  not  authorize  him  to  separate  the  duties 
j  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  from  those  of 
Governor  in  any  other  Territory. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.     I  think,  however,  he  would 
■  have  that  power  by  inference,  if  we  put  the  amend- 
I  ment  in  the  form  which  I  suggest.     My  amend- 
ment  is,    that  "whenever   the  President    of  the 
United   States   shall  separote   from  the  office   of 
Governor  of  Minnesota,  or  of  any  othet  Terri- 
1  tory,the  duties  of  superintcndentof  Iiidion  affairs, 
then  the  salary  of  the  Governor  shall  remain  the 
same  as  il  would  have  been  if  such  order  hud  not 
been  made." 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Then,do  I  understondthe 
Senator  from  Illinois  to  mean  that,  by  the  adoption 
of  his  modification,  the  amendment  would  confer 
the  authority  upon  the  President,  in  reference  to 
Ihe  other  Territories,  which  he  has  not  now  by 
law.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Precisely.  It  is  with  that 
view  that  I  suggest  my  amendment. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  will  accept  the  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment  will  not  increase  the 
amount  of  compensation  that  will  be  paid  to  these 
territorial  oflScera.' 

Mr.  WELLER.  When  the  President  sepa- 
rates them, it  will. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Then  I  ask,  wherefore  the 
necessity  for  placing  the  President  in  a  condition 
where  he  will  be  constantly  harassed  to  separate 
these  appointments;  and  thus  make  his  position 
exceedingly  uncomfortable,  for  such  is  ihe  desire 
to  get  into  office,  that  we  know  it  will  be  a  pre- 
vailing feeling.  If  the  Senaie  is  determined  that 
the  superintendency  shall  be  vested  in  the  Gov- 
ernor, let  us  say  so,  and  not  put  the  President  in 
this  embarrassing  condition.  I  think  it  is  legis- 
lating in  a  wrong  woy.  Let  us  say  that  this 
shall  or  shall  not  be  so,  and  leave  no  discretion 
with  the  President.  That  is  my  view  about  it, 
and  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  will  not  accept  propositions  of  this 
kind,  which  ore  merely  calculated  to  embarrass 
the  President. 
Mr.  COOPER.    I  do  not  think  it  will  injure 


the  President  much  in  ihat  respect.  He  has  a 
good  deal  of  that  business  on  hai'd  now,  and  the 
making  of^his  little  addition  to  it  will  not  embar- 
rass him  a  great  deal.  If  there  be  no  belter  ar- 
gument against  the  proposition  than  that,  1  hardly 
think  it  ought  to  prevail. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
froni  Georgia  that,  as  regards  Minnesota,  it  will 
not  increase  the  amount,  because  there  is  already 
a  superintendent  there,  and  the  Governor  now, 
ex  officio,  discharges  the  duties  of  another  superin- 
tendent; and  therefore,  if  you  leave  his  salary  for 
Governor  alone,  as  it  now  is  for  Governor  and 
superintendent,  and  take  from  him  the  duties  of 
suphrintendent  and  impose  them  upon  the  person 
now  appointed  for  the  purpose,  the  amount  paid 
to  the  two  officers  will  be  just  the  same  as  it  is 
now.  But'if  you  increase  his  salary  os  Governor 
$500,  and  toke  from  him  the  duties  of  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs,  and  impose  them  upon 
the  regular  superintendent,  you  will  decrease  the 
amount  JSOO,  and  thus  save  §500  a  year  to  the 
Treasury  by  the  operation. 

Mr.  DOtJGLAS.  As  I  understand  it,  there  ia 
now  a  general  superintendent  for  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  WALKER.  He  ia  the  northern  superin- 
tendent. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Superintendent  for  Wiscon- 
sin, I  believe. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Not  at  all.  There  are  three 
general  superintendents — northern,  western,  and 
southern.  The  northern  superintendent,  whose 
office  is  at  present  located  in  Wisconsin,  would 
be  entitled  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Intlians  in 
Minnesota,  but  for  this  exception. 

Mr.    DOUGLAS.      The    superintendent  was 
appointed   for  Wisconsin.     Then,  if  you   relieve 
the  Governor  of  Minnesota  from  these  duties,  the 
question  is,  whether  you  shall  put  them  on  that 
superintendent. 
Mr.  STUART.    They  go  ther^  by  law. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.     If  they  are  thrown  on  that 
superintendent,  the  question  will  be  whether  his 
salary  shall  be  increased.  If  his  salary  should  not 
be  increased,  but  the  Governor's  salary  should  be 
increased  by  the  amount  thus  taken  from  him,  it 
would  make  no  change  in  that  respect  in   the 
amount  paid.    I  would  say  the  Governor's  salary 
should  be  $3, .WO. 
j      Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    I  have  already  said  to  the 
I  Senator  from  Illinois,  that  I  would  accept  his  mod- 
ification, and  so  I  will,  if  he  insists  upon  it;  but  I 
think  that,  by  pursuinga  differentcourse,  we  shall 
relieve  the  amendment  of  the  committee  in  relation 
to  the  change  of  the  location  of  the  superintenden- 
cies,  which  I  think   had  better  be   left    by  itself, 
without  incumbering  it  wilh  the  provision  sug- 
\  gesied  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois.     I  will  pres- 
ently offer  an  amendment  to  separate  the  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs   in  Utah  from  the  Gov- 
\  eriior  of  that  Territory,  for  particular  reasons,  ond 
the  Senator's  amendment  can  come  in  then. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  willing  to  have  it  come 
in  at  any  place. 

The  {'RESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bright 
in  Ihe  chair.)  Does  Ihe  Senator  from  Illinois 
withdraw  his  amendment.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  understood  Ihe  Senator  from 
Arkansas  to  accept  it,  and  I  am  not  willing  that 
we  shall  adopt  his  amendment,  as  it  now  stands, 
without  adding  mine.  I  wish, whenever  we  act  in 
regard  to  Minnesota,  to  make  our  action  general; 
but  at  the  some  time,  I  am  willing  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  change  of 
Ihe  location  of  superintendencies,  shall  be  voted 
on  first. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  I  will  offer  another  amendment  presently  to 
separate  the  office  of  Governor  and  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  in  Utah,  and  then  the  Senator 
can  move  more  appropriolely  than  here,  to  attach 
the  general  provision  to  it.     ' 

Mr.  pOUGLAS.  Very  well;  then  I  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  "$2„500,"and  the 
amendment  as  thus  amended,  was  adopted,  as 
follows: 

Provided,  Thai  Ihe  President  may,  f^om  time  to  time,  in 
his  diiicrctinn,  remove  or  change  Ihe  location  of  any  of  the 
stiperiniendeiicies  now  or  hereafter  to  be  estabttshed  by 
law :  Provided,  That  whenever  Ihe  President  may  order 
the  transfer  of  the  duties  ofsnperintendenl  e)f  Indian  affairs 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  the  salary 
of  said  Governor  shall  thereafter  be  ^ifiOO  per  annum. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    I  am  instructed  by  the 
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Commiuee  on  Indian  Affatra  to  offer  another 
•mendment,  to  inaert,  before  the  appropriation 
for  the  Crceki,  the  following: 

Camanthei,  Xiotmt,  and  Jifatktt,  of  the  ^rkoMaa 
fixr.— Par  Uw  int  or  ten  iaMalunenU  for  the  purehate  of 

f:ood>,  provlainns,  ind  agricallutal  impleineau,  ■tipolatcil 
n  thR  nzib  article  of  the  ireaiy  of  ttae  37lh  of  July,  1853, 
$18,(XX); 

For  expenses  of  die  transportation  of  the  Artt  of  ten  fn- 
•taHflieDI"  of  gnodt,  proviiions,  and  agricultural  Imple- 
meiiu,  (lipulateil  in  Ibe  siitb  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  !<7tli 
of  July,  J853j*5,0(»; 

ProvUei,  That  the  (oodp,  provlilnna,  and  agrlculluial 
Implemenu  which  may  be  purchaaed  and  transported  oni  of 
the  moneys  hereby  appropriated,  shall  not  be  delivered  until 
tlie  said  tribi's  of  Indiana  shall  have  assented  to  the  amend- 
menu  of  the  Senate  nf  the  Unitrd  Stales  to  the  said  treaty, 
on  account  of  which  they  are  procured. 

Xhie  amendment  ii  merely  intended  to  carry 
out  the  treaty  lately  ratified,  which  bat  been  made 
with  these  Camanches,  Kiowaya,  and  Apachea; 
and  ia  in  atrict  pursuance  of  the  treaty  atipulationa. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  amendment  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiiiira  is  to  insert,  at 
the  end  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Creeks,  the 
following: 

For  the  azpeaaes  of  mnninf  and  marklnit  the  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  Creek  country  weat  of  the  Arkansas, 

This  is  in  pursuance  ofan  estimate  from  the  De- 
partment, and  is  in  fulfillment  of  the  treaty  of  1838 
with  the  Creek  Indiana,  by  which  the  United 
Stales  assumed  the  expense  of  marki%  the  bound- 
ary line  between  that  nation  and  the  Cherokees. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  now  some  amend- 
ments to  ofler  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs to  fulfill  the  treaties  with  theOmahas,  Otlors, 
(Old  Miasouriaa,  lately  ratified  by  the  Senate.  The 
firat  of  these  amendments  is,  to  strike  out  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  Omahas,  this  provision : 

**  For  SKTicaltulal  Implements,  durinc  the  pleasure  ofthe 
President,  stipulsied  in  Uie  fourth  article  ofthe  treaty  of 
the  ISU)  of  July,  1830,  $a00"— 
and  to  Insert  in  lieu  of  it — 

Forfulfllling  the  stipulations  contained  In  the  llAh  article 
of  Ihe  treaty  of  the  16th  of  March,  1854,  841,000. 

For  surveying  and  marking  the  boundary  of  the  reserva- 
tion of  lands,  stipulated  in  tlie  Arst  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  IStb  of  March,  1854,  ^l.SOO. 

The  next  of  this  series  of  amendments  is,  to 
•trike  out  from  the  appropriation  ^or  the  Ottoea 
and  Miasouriaa  these  wortis: 

"  For  education,  during  the  pleasore  of  flie President, 
stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Ueaty  of  the  SIst  of 
Sepleniber,  1833,  (SUO"— 

and  to  insert,  at  the  end  of  the  appropriation* 
for  the  Ottoea  and  Miaaourias,  the  following: 

For  (VilAllIng  the  stipulations  eonuined  inihe  Afth  article 
of  Uie  treaty  of  the  15lh  of  .March,  1834,  93U,UU0. 

For  surveying  and  marking  the  beundaiy  of  the  reserva- 
tioii  lands,  stipulated  in  Ihe  Arst  article  of  the  treaty  ofthe 
ISth  of  March,  1854,  (600. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  now  offer  two  amend- 
ments from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  one 
of  which  is  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  lately 
ratified  by  the  Senate,  which  woa  concluded  with 
the  Rogue  River  Indians  in  Oregon;  and  the  other, 
a  treaty  with  a  band  of  the  Umpqua  tribe  of  In- 
dians of  Oregon.  They  are  both  in  strict  pursu- 
ance of  treatjr  stipulattons.  The  firat  or  theaa 
amendments  is,  to  insert,  after  the  appropriations 
for  the  duapaws,  the  following: 

Rotuc  Rivtn — For  Arst  of  sixteen  lostallmenls  in  blank- 
ets, clothing,  farming  utensils,  and  stocks,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  ttae  treaty  of  the  lOtb  of  Septeraber. 
1853,«'J,S0O. 

For  the  purchase  of  agricultural  implements,  clothtng, 
and  such  other  articles  as  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  the 
comfort  and  necessities  of  said  Indians,  and  fi>r  the  eipcn- 
tes  of  such  permanent  impmrements  as  may  have  been 
•iBde  by  elainanls  to  land  on  ike  reserves  named  in  Ihe 
seennd  article  of  tiie  treaty,  stipulated  by  the  third  article 
of  Ihe  treaty  ofthe  10th  of  aspumber,  18S3,  «5,000. 

For  payment  ofthe  woperty  of  the  whites  destroyed  In 
the  laie  war,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  ofthe  treaty  of 
OMtlOlhef  September,  1853,  $5,000.  f^ 

For  the  erection  of  three  dwelling  houses  for  the  princi- 
pal ehiel^.  of  said  tribe,  stipulated  IB  the  fourth  article  of  the 
ueaty  ofthe  lOlh  of  September,  I8S3,  $1,500. 

iVoeWnt,  That  no  payment  shall  be  made  to  said  Rogue 
Biver  Indians,  of  to  claimants  referred  to  in  these  pro- 
visions, until  said  tribe  shall  have  asseaied  to  the  amead- 
ments  ofthe  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  the  treaty  on 
accounlofwhichthese  several  sums  are  appropriated. 

The  second  of  these  amendments  is  to  add,  be- 
fore the  provision  for  the  Utahs,  the  following: 

t7m}ifitas~-C«iii  OrtdeBani — For  first  of  twentv  install- 
maata  ia  U^akew,  elolliiaff,  prqvlsioa^  and  stock,  sUpa- 


laled  in  the  third  artlele  of  the  treaty  of  the  19tb  of  Septeai- 
ber.  18^3,  $350. 

For  the  purchase  of  blankets,  clothing,  and  goods,  stip- 
nlatrd  in  the  flrat  clause  of  the  third  arhcle  of  the  treaty  of 
Ike  19th  of  September,  1853,  $1,000. 

For  the  erection  or  two  dwelling  hotises,  plowing  and 
fbncing  Aeld,  and  purchasing  seed,  stipulated  tn  the  ftiorth 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  the  19lh  of  September,  1853,  $1,00)1. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  nest  amendment  of 
the  committee  is  to  insert,  aAer  the  appropriation 
for  incidental  expenses  of  Indian  service  in  Oregon 
Territory, 

For  expenses  of  Insurance  and  transportation  of  annui- 
ties payable  to  Indians  in  Ihe  Territory  of  Oregon,  $3,00U. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  amendment  of 
the  committee  ia  to  insert,  under  the  head  of 
"  Texas  Indians," 

For  the  expenses  of  making  the  necessary  selections  and 
surveys  of  lands  to  accommodate  the  Indians  resjdifig 
within  Ihe  Slate  of  Texas,  agreeably  lo  arranoenienia  hu- 
tboriaed  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Stale,  allowing 
Ihe  requisite  Jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  for  such  purposes,  and  for  concentrating  and  sub- 
siating  them,  and  furnishing  suitable  atock,  cattle,  agricul- 
tural implementa,  seeds,  aud  other  necessary  articles  inci- 
dent thereto,  $86,430. 

Mr.  Preaident,  the  object  of  this  amendment  is 
to  carry  out  a  policy  which  the  Senate  has  lately 
approved  in  more  than  one  instance  within  the 
recollection  ofthe  body,  for  changing  the  admin- 
istration of  Indian  affaira  in  our  distant  Territories 
and  States.  It  proposes  to  enable  the  Indian  au- 
thoritiea  in  Texae  to  collect  the  wandering  and 
numerous  tribes  of  Indians  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  that  State,  and  to  teach  them  the  habita 
nf  aeiiled  life,  and  endeavor  to  induce  them  to  fol- 
low agricultural  purauits.  That  meaaure  is  spe- 
cifically recommended  by  the  Depertment,upon  the 
estimate  of  a  veiy  practical  man,  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  office  of  Indian  agent  in  that  coun- 
try, Mr.  Neighbors — a  man  who  has  an  extensivp 
reputation  aa  one  of  the  best  Indian  agents  on  the 
western  frontier.  I  have  seen  the  estimates,  and 
i  Uiinkthey  are  upon  a  very  moderate  scale;  and 
I  ahall  be  truly  gratified  if  the  project  sought  to  b« 
carried  out  can  oe  accomplished  within  the  means 
proposed  to  be  appropriated. 

The  difficulty  in  this  matter  heretofore  has 
been,  that  the  State  of  Texas,  having  the  sover- 
eignty and  entire  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  ter- 
ritory, had  not  ceded  it  to  the  United  States,  so 
that  we  were  nnable  to  effect  any  arrangement 
with  the  Indians  for  civilizing  them,  or  taking 
care  of  them.  She  has  now,  by  an  act  or  resolu- 
tion of  her  Legislature,  granted  that  jurisdiction, 
and  given  us  the  right  to  select  lands  out  of  her 
own  domain,  leaving  the  Federal  Government 
only  the  remaining  expense  of  collecting  the  In- 
diana upon  the  reservations  which  she  proposes 
to  give  us. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  know,  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
if  this  suiii  of  |86,000  is  the  amount  estimated  for  i 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  is  the  predsa  sura  of 
Major  N  eighbors  'a  estimate. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  appropriation  is  to  be  for  purchasing  the  lands, 
or  collecting  the  Indiana  on  them? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Forcollectinr  the  Induna, 
and  furnishing  them  with  agricultur J  implementa. 
Texas  has  granted  us  the  lands. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    How  much? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  A  sufficient  quantity  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  know  that  we  can 
do  anything  better  than  agree  to  this;  bat  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  an  innovation  upon  our  old  policy. 
The  General  Government  has  no  public  lands  in 
Texas;  and  no  jurisdiction  there  over  either  Utnda 
or  Indians,  so  tar  as  I  know.  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  of  Texaa  ia  exclusive.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  there  have  been  difficulties  between  the 
Indiana  and  the  government  of  Texas;  and,  per- 
haps, in  order  to  prevent  trouble,  and  collision, 
and  war,  it  may  be  better  for  the  United  Slates  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  charge  and  care  of  these 
Indians.  I  suppose  this  is  but  the  commencement 
of  that  system.  How  much  further  it  will  go  I 
do  not  know.  It  would  be  as  well  for  the  Senate 
to  consider  that  question. 

I  am  not  oppoaing  the  amendment,  for  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  we  shall  have  to  adopt  some 
policy  like  that  which  it  proposes.  But  it  would 
be  aa  well  for  tha  Senau  t^  cooaidct  how  lar  tbey  ! 


are  disposed  to  adopt  a  new  policy  in  regard  16 
the  Indians  within  the  States;  and  I  rose  simply 
to  call  the  attention  ofthe  Senate  to  that  question. 
Perhaps,  in  order  to  keep  the  peace,  and  prevent 
colliaions  between  the  whites  and  Indians,  it  would 
be  better  to  adopt  some  such  policy  as  this  in  re- 
gard to  reservations  where  jurisdiction  has  beea 
ceded  lo  us,  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  Texas. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  I  have  no  sort  of 
doubt  that  this  wilt  be  an  economical  measure  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  and  extremely  bene- 
ficial to  the  Indians.  The  Gnvemment  has  now 
a  great  many  posts  in  the  State  of  TrXas,.  an8 
they  are  kept  up  at  a  very  large  expense,  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  the  frontier  against  the  dep> 
redations  of  these  Indians.  The  frontier  is  so  long, 
and  the  posts  are  so  far  tfcattered,  that  they  do  not 
effectually  prevent  depredations  on  the  part  of 
these  wandering  tribes,  the  Camanches  and  others. 
I  may  here  mention  that  there  are  other  Indiana 
there  belonging  to  other  portions  of  the  United 
States  who  hatf  no  right  to  come  there.  The  game 
is  giving  out,  and  the  only  thing  they  have  left  to 
subsist  upon  with  any  certainty,  is  the  horses  and 
mules  they  can  steal  n-om  the  citizens  of  Texas  or 
from  the  citizens  of  Mexico. 

During  the  laat  aummer  I  was  out  through  ihi* 
Indian  country,  and  aaw  these  tribes  of  Indian*. 
I  found  that  many  of  them  were  in  a  starving 
condition.  I  met  with  all  the  southern  bands  of 
Camanches, and  I  found  them  in  a  starving  condi- 
tion. They  are  forced  to  steal  or  to  starve.  The 
estimate  of  Mr.  Neighbors,  I  think,  is  a  very  low 
one.  We  have  adopted  this  policy  in  regard  to 
California  at  a  much  higher  cost.  Perhaps  that 
was  proper,  owing  to  the  higher  prices  of  the 
necessary  articles  there.  The  *women,  children, 
and  old  men  of  these  Indians  informsd  me  that 
they  were  ready  to  go  to  work,  and  to  farm,  and 
they  wanted  to  do  so.  The  agent  who  has  been 
out  among  them  has  made  the  necessary  calcula' 
tions,  and  thinks  the  sum  named  in  the  amend- 
ment will  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  get  th* 
necessary  stock,  provisions,  and  cattle,  and  settM 
them  down  to  labor  and  work  for  something  t6 
lire  upon. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Row  many  of  these  In* 
dians  are  there  ?  > 

Mr.  RUSK.  That  is  a  difficult  question  t» 
answer.  I  suppose,  when  I  was  there  last  sum- 
mer,  there  were  three  thousand  of  them;  but  1ft 
much  larger  portion  of  the  Camanches  were  still 
further  north.  These  Indians  pass  backward* 
and  forwards,  up  and  down  the  cbontry.  They 
have  no  settled  habitation .  Those  that  1  saw  wer» 
a  little  over  three  thousand.  Sometimes  many  of 
them  go  north,  following  the  buffalo  and  other 
game.  Sometimes  they  pass  over  into  Mexico, 
and  sometimes  into  New  Mexico;  and  at  other 
times  a  very  laige  number  of  the  northern  Ca- 
manches are  assembled  there  together. 

I  regard  the  anm  proposed  as  little  enottgh.  The 
agent  who  has  been  there,  and  who  is  very  familiar 
with  them,  regards  it  as  necessary,  and  thinks  he 
can  make  the  experiment  for  this  sum.  My  opin- 
ion is,  that  thia  appropriation  will  do  more  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontier  than  five  timea  th* 
amount  expended  in  a  military  force;  and  I  ant 
satisCed  it  will  relieve  the  Indian*  from  great  suf- 
fering. 

The  amendment  we*  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  am  also  instructed  bv 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  com*  in  at  the  end  of  th* 
appropriations  for  the  Sioux  of  Mississippi: 

That  the  President  be  aulhoriKed  to  conArm  to  Ibe  Sloaa 
of  Minnesota  forever,  the  reserve  on  the  Minnceoia  river 
now  occupied  i<y  ihrni,  and  lo  embrace  the  country  lyin$ 
belween  the  Llii|e  Maraga  and  the  St.  Peter's  rivers,  upois 
such  condiiionB  as  he  msy  deem  just.  And,  ftuther,that  tt 
be  agreed  between  Ihe  United  States  tnd  the  Sioex  baa4 
of  Indians,  that,  should  it  at  any  lime  bereaner  be  consid- 
rrpd  by  the  United  Slates  as  a  proper  policy  to  establish  (krins 
among  them,  and  for  the  beneAl  of  said  Indians,  It  shall  be 
discretionary  with  the  President,  by  and  with  tlie  advioA 
and  consent  of  the  Seiute,  lo  change  the  annuities  hereiM 
provided  for,  or  any  part  thereof,  into  a  fund  for  that  par- 
pose. 

The  oUect  of  thia  amendment,  Mr.  President, 
ia  to  confirm  to  the  Sioox  nation  of  Indiana  in 
Minnesota,  as  a  permanent  home,  that  reservaticill 
upon  which  they  are  now  located  for  a  temporary 
purpose.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  Senat* 
amended  Ihe  treaty  of  1851,  so  as  to  take  away 
i  fioia  liwm  ib*  i***rVe  far  whieb  tli*y  had  pro* 
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vided  in  the  original  treaty,  and  required  the  Pres- 
ident to  purchase  and  acquire  for  thern  territory 
outside  the  limits  of  Minnesota.  [ii  attempting  to 
execute  that  provision,  however,  he  found  ii  to  be 
impracticable;  and,  under  the  general  authority 
conferred  on  him  by  the  treaty,  he  located  them 
on  the  reserve  provided  for  in  the  tretify,  but 
wliich  the  Senate  struck  out.  The  licen«,  for 
it  amounts  Co  nothing  more  than  that,  which  he 
extended  to  them  to  reside  on  that  reservation, 
expires  in  five  years.  In  the  mean  time,  under  the 
treaty,  ditTerent  provisions  were  made  for  esiab- 
liahing  farms,  building  school-houses,  furnisliing 
them  with  agricultural  implements,  and  all  such 
provisions  as  are  made  in  favor  of  those  who  are 
permanently  fixed  upon  the  soil. 

The  consequence  is,  that  if  the  Sioux  be  driven 
from  that  reserve  at  the  end  of  five  years,  all  that 
we  shall  have  gained  in  the  mean  time  in  civilizing 
them,  and  elevating  their  social  and  physical  con- 
dition, will  be  entirely  lost,  aud  the  money  not 
only  squandered,  hut  worse  than  squandered.  In- 
asmuch, therefore,  as  it  is  ascertained  that  we 
have  no  place  to  which  to  remove  them,  not  occu- 
pied by  other  Indians,  and  secured  under  treaty 
stipulations,  it  is  proposed  to  locate  them  perma- 
nently on  the  reserve  where  they  are  now  tem- 
porarily located  under  the  arrangement  made  by 
the  President,  it  is  understood,  that  the  authori- 
ties and  Territorial  Legislature  of  Minnesota  have 
agreed  to  the  location  of   the  Sioux  there.     The 

Erovisinn  is  rec>mmended  by  the  Pepartinent, and 
y  the  Indian  agent  for  tliat  tribe. 

It  is  concedeil,  I  believe,  in  all  quarters,  by 
those  best  informed  aljout  the  matter,  that  the 
lands  now  reserved  for  their  use,  are  in  that  por- 
tion which  is  least  valuable,  and  which  will  prob- 
ably be  the  last  reached  by  the  white  man  in  the 
onward  march  of  white  population.  The  hope  is, 
that  by  that  time ihey  will  be  so  fixed  to  the  soil  that 
they  can  make  it  their  final  and  permanent  resting 
place,  if  such  a  thing  can  be  found  for  an  Indian 
at  all.  It  is  an  expedient  of  necessity  to  which 
we  are  compelled  to  resort.  They  are  satisfied 
with  this  location,  and  desire  very  much  to  be 
permanently  settled  there. 

The  amendment,  as  proposed  by  the  committee, 
goes  further  than  the  ori^'innl  lioundaries  of  the 
reserve  in  the  treaiy,  and  establishes,  by  the 
acquisition  of  a  small  amount  of  additional  terri- 
tory, the  natural  boundary  of  a  river,  instead  of 
the  artificial  and  arbitrary  line  which  was  to 
bound  the  southeastern  part  of  the  country  under 
the  treaty.  This  addition  gives  them  a  small 
tract  of  wooded  country,  which  is  very  much 
desired  by  one  of  their  prominent  chiefs.  Little 
Crow,  now  in  this  ciiy,  and  it  is  but  an  act  of 
justice  lo  give  it  to  them  (fit  a  small  consideration, 
and  mainiain  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  the 
location  of  the  Indians,  which  is  lo  give  them 
fixed  and  permanent  homes,  instead  of  keeping 
them  continually  flnaling  about  with  the  fluelua- 
lions  of  the  while  population. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEB.\STIAN.  The  next  amendment  of 
the  committee  is  to  insert: 

For  Keltlinjr  the  accoiin*.  ofW.  A.  Gormnn,  Fnperinlend- 
'  em  of  Indinii  alf'iint  of  MJniie!«tla,  [or  pervJrpH  in  tnkinK 
tetftjinonyand  invenliKiitinftreriaiiichilrgt'ti  prererrt^dnKaiiiftl 
the  Hon.  Alt^xiiiider  Itaiiirtay,  Itile  GoviTiior,  fcc.,bynp- 
potnltitent  of  iIih  Pre!<idciit  of  the  UniIRd  rttatc^,  iiiiilcr 
Uie  re»nliiilnn  of  the  l^enatc  of  the  United  Slalff ,  of  tin!  'M 
of  April,  18:i3,  9I,4IB; 

For  ex|H:n9es  of  wilnpMeii  in  ?ftid  cs«e,  xMmmoned  on 
behalf  of  respondent,  and  for  copying  the  evidence,. 9S11 1). 

The  first  item  in  thin  amendment  is  estimated 
for,  and  recommended  in  the  official  documents 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  by  the  proper  Depart- 
ment. The  appropriation  is  for  arrearages  of  ex- 
penses incurred  in  carrying  out  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  passed  at  the  last  session,  requiring  an 
investigation  to  be  made  into  the  oflFicial  conduct 
of  Governor  Ramsay.  That  investigation,  as 
will  be  remembered,  was  turned  over  lo  the  Pres- 
ident. The  proper  Deportment,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  has  paid  a  portion  of  these  expenses 
ont  of  the  contingent  fund  of  that  Department;  but 
for  some  reason  did  not  pay  the  balance.  I  be- 
neve  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  payment 
was  not  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund  of  that 
Department,  but  should  be  mude  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate.  The  Senate  has  paid 
a  portion  of  the  expenses,  for  instance,  the  per 
diem  of  .fudge  Young,  one  of  the  commissioners, 
out  of  its  contingent  fund;  but  (here  is  still  a  bal- 


ance remaining,  ai!  embraced  in  this  amendment, 
of  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  that  res- 
olution, not  yet  paid  out  of  any  fund.  They  cer- 
tainly constitute  a  legitimate  charge  upon  some 
Department,  or  upon  some  fund;  and  ^e  propose 
to  ingraft  them,  where  we  think  they  most  prop- 
erly belong — upon  the  general  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill. 

The  details  of  the  estimate  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Governor  Gorman,  the  other  commis- 
sioner, at  the  same  rate  as  Judge  Young,  for  a 
shorter  period,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  mar- 
shal and  attorney  employed,  at  the  usual  rate,  and 
of  the  witnesses  in  attendance.  The  second  item, 
embraces  an  amount  of  jySO,  which  we  believe 
to  be  a  reasonable  allowance  to  the  person  em- 
ployed byjudge  Young  to  copy,  arrange,  and 
methodize  the  evidence  taken;  which  is  a  very 
large  volume,  and  would  amount,  I  suppose,  to  a 
large  printed  octavo  volume.  The  other  §350, 
making  up  the  $6(10,  is  estimated  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  the  expenses  of  witnesses  summoned 
by  the  Government  at  the  instance  of  Governor 
Ramsay  himself.  It  is  believed  that  this  was  a 
proper  charge,  as  part  of  the  expenses,  and  ought 
te  be  paid  equally  with  the  witnesses  summoned 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  No  specific  re- 
turn of  the  expenses  of  these  witnesses  has  been 
made;  but  it  was  suggested  by  Governor  Ramsay 
himself,  that  J350  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  the 
amount.  It  is  in  that  way  that  the  appropriation 
is  asked  for. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  know  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  of 
what  items  the  allowance  of  $1,416  to  Governor 
Gorman  is  composed  > 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  That  amount  is  not  for 
Governor  Gorman  alone,  but  it  includes  the  sum 
to  be  paid  to  the  marshal  and  to  the  attorney. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  re.iolution  of  the  Senate  required  the  Governor 
to  discharge  this  duty.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  im- 
proper thus  to  add  to  the  emoluments  of  one  officer. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  In  answer  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  will  state  that  I 
have  in  my  hand  an  estimate  of  the  ileitis  making 
up  that  aggregate  of  J11.41C,  and  I  ask  that  it  he 
read,  in  order  that  the  Senator  may  see  of  what 
items  this  sum  is  made  up. 

The  Secretary  read  the  statement,  as  follows: 
EiecDTlVE  OrncE,  Saint  Padl. 
ne  Vniled  Statn  in  nmunt  rcUK  W.  .i.  Gormnn. 

For  service's  in  lakini;  le.^llmony  and  inveKtIgntliis  cer 
tain  ctiari^rs  prt^lerred  against  Hon.  Alrxandf^r  KainRny, 
late  (iovi-rnor,  itc.,  by  appoiulment  by  the  rri'itidfnt  i>f  lli»* 
l-'niti:d  Slates  under  lliu  resolution  of  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Knini  4th  July  till  l«l  day  of  October,  IMS,  67  days,  dta- 

tionery,  flic.,  at  .*8  per  day ^jiu  UO 

Service*  of  Lafiynttt;  Eniinetl,   I-'^'q.,  atlornf>y 

penerat  of  MinnoHota.  caili'd  by  tlie  conimiii- 

tdonera  to  represent  tlie  Uovernnienl,  $5  per 

day 435  IX) 

For  Bcrvices  of  William  B.  Dodd,Esq.,as  dvpuly 

niarshal  in  serving    suhpenas,   returns,  liiile- 

ax",  Stc 160  00 

Services  of  Kobert  A.  Smith  for  copying  records 

of  evidence 75  00 

To  J.  M.  Stone,  for  services  as  notary  pnblic  in 

personal  attendance,  swearing  witnesses  during 
•tbe  whole  investigation 50  00 

Sl.'tin  00 

I  certify  that  the  above  account  Is  Just,  aa  allowed  by  Ibe 
commissioners,  lUld  is  due  and  unpaid. 

W.  A.  GORMAN. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  believe  that  it  is  right  to 
pay  an  oflicer  liberally  for  services  which  he  dis- 
charges under  his  appointment,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  improper  to  be  heaping  upon  one 
oflicer  emjiloyments  and  emoluments  in  this  way. 
If  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  required  the  Gov- 
ernor to  execute  these  duties,  I  suppose  he  would 
be  entitled  to  some  additional  compensation.  I 
should  like  to  know  who  estimates  for  this  sum — 
whether  the  amount  is  allowed  at  the  Department, 
or  whether  it  is  a  mere  charge  made  by  Governor 
Gorman  himself.' 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  carrying  out  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  conferred  the  authority  to  make  this 
investigation  on  Governor  Gorman,  who  was  then, 
and  is  now,  the  superintendent  of  Indian  aifairs 
in  that  Territory,  and  Judge  Young.  He  a.iso- 
ciated  them  together  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  that  investigation.  Now,  wherever  we  allo«( 
emoluments  to  a  corainissioner  of  this  sort,  it  i<  at 


the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  day.  I  think  that  anal- 
ogy is  preserved  for  the  rates  of  compensation  to 
all  persons  acting  as  commissioners  for  the  Gov- 
ernment. That  compensation  has  been  paid  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  Judge  Young,  and 
expres.sly  promised  in  the  letter  of  appointment  to 
that  gentleman.  Governor  Gorman  performed  the 
same  service,  but  for  a  shorter  period  of  time,  and 
asks  for  exactly  the  same  compensation  per  day 
whilst  he  was  engaged  in  what  he  contends,  and 
I  think  very  properly,  to  have  been  an  e«tra 
official  duty,  something  not  contemplated,  and 
certainly  beyond  the  sphere  of  his  ordinary  official 
duties.  His  business  as  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  does 
not  necessarily  impose  upon  him,  by  virtue  of 
those  offices,  the  duty  of  performing  extra  official 
labor  ns  a  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  to 
investigate  charges  of  misconduct  against  any 
oflicer.  I  think,  therefore,  if  this  compensation 
is  not  allowed  by  law,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
allow  it  by  this  appropriation.  The  question 
whether  he  is  allowed  by  the  existing  laws  for 
extra  official  services  or  not,  is  a  question  which  I 
nm  not  able  to  decide;  probably  he  is  not,  but  the 
effect  of  the  appropriation,  if  the  Senate  agree  to 
it,  will  be  to  make  him  this  allowance;  and  it  \s 
for  that  purpose  we  have  offered  the  amendment.    < 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  can  only  say  that  I  think 
it  an  exceedingly  had  precedent  to  establish,  to 
allow  Governors  of  Territories  to  receive  additional 
offices  and  emolumenls.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  in  relation  to  theTerri- 
tories  themselves,  and  the  superinlendency  of  In- 
dian affairs,  fully  occupy  theirtime.  I  think,  sir, 
'  that  when  such  inquiries  as  these  are  proposed, 
or  such  appointments  are  to  be  made,  it  will  be 
better  to  employ  persons  who  are  not  engaged  in 
another  capacity  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  will  withdraw 
his  objection  10  this  appropriation.  This  gentle- 
man, holding  a  particular  office,  was  called  upon 
by  the  joint  action,  I  may  say,  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  President,  to  institute  an  inquiry  in  its 
nature  judicial,  troublesome,  vexatious,  having  no 
connection  whatever  with  the  appropriate  duties 
of  his  office.  He  was  asked  to  do  it  ny  the  Presi- 
dent. He  was  directed  10  do  it  by  the  President. 
And  this  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  the 
Senate  having  refused  to  institute  the  investiga- 
tion, and  having  turned  it  over  to  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government  as  the  most  pi'oper 
place  in  which  the  investigation  should  4>e  carried 
on.  I  do  think  he  ought  to  be  paid  for  those 
services.  They  had  no  connection  in  the  world, 
in  my  opinion,  with  the  office  which  he  held.  I 
will  stand  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  as  he 
knows,  in  resisting  all  improper  charges  against 
the  Treasury;  but  I  think  he  ought  not  lo  resist 
this. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  As  I  understand  the  matter, 
Govei'nor  Ramsay  was  in  office  a«  Governor  of 
Minnesota  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
in  that  Territory,  and  was  succeeded  by  Governor 
Gorman.  An  investigation  was  instituted  into 
the  conduct  of  Governor  Ramsay  asGovernorand 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  that  Terri- 
tory. Now  the  question  raised  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  aa  I  understand  it,  is  this:  whether  it 
was  not  a  part  of  the  duty  of  Governor  Gorman, 
in  settling  with  his  predecessor.  Governor  Ram- 
say, to  ascertain  the  stale  and  condition  of  the 
afrairs  in  relniion  to  the  superintendency  prior  to 
his  going  in .'  It  is,  wl^lher  the  very  object  of 
his  appointment  was  not  to  carry  on  these  unfin- 
ished affairs,  and  see  that  they  had  been  correctly 
administered  before.  Now,  as  I  understand  it. 
Governor  Gorman  was  in  office  when  this  inquiry 
was  instituted. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  allow  me  lo  correct  a  misapprehension 
into  which  I  think  he  has  fallen? 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Cert^nly;  I  wish  to  know 
the  facts. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Governor  Gorman  suc- 
ceeded Governor  Ramsay  with  ihe  change  of 
Administration;  but  it  was  not  the  duly  of  the 
successor  of  Governor  Ramsay  to  settle  with  him. 
Governor  Ramsay  has  setiletl  with  the  Depart- 
ment. Probably  some  funds  left  in  his  possession 
were  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  his  successor; 
but  the  charges  in  relation  lo  ofltcial  misconduct 
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JtroDght  agWMt  OoTernor  Ratniay  did  not  origi- 
nate with  Qoternor  Qorman;  on  the  contrary, 
tboae  ehanKS  were  preferred  before  he  was  ap- 
pointed. They  were  referred  to  the  Commiltee 
«n  Indians  Amur*  of  the  Senate,  who  took  the 
matter  into  consideration,  and,  finding  that  they 
were  incompetent  to  carry  on  an  inrestigation 
here  into  a  case,  the  facta  of  which  coald  be  col- 
lected only  in  Minnesota,  they  aslted  to  be  dis- 
ehoreed,  and  were  discharged,  by  a  resolution  in 
Ibi&body,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
•ubjret.  They  reported  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted ,  asking  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  official  conduct  of  Governor  Ramsay 
to  be  investigated,  in  such  manner  as  he  might  see 
mopei,  and  cause  a  report  of  the  proceedings  to 
be  made  to  the  Senate.  Under  this  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
appointed  Judge  Young  and  Governor  Gorman 
commissioners.  Under  that  appointment  this 
duty  was  discharged  and  these  expenses  incurred. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  Then  Governor  Gorman  was 
superintendent  of  Indian  aflkira  when  the  investi- 
gation took  place? 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Certainly. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  And  it  was  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  as  Governor  and  superintendent  of 
•  Indian  sITairs,  inquiring  into  the  previous  conduct 

of  his  predecessor 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  beg  the  Senator  to  allow 
me  to  correct  him.  This  investigation  was  not 
made  by  Governor  Gorman  in  his  character  of 
Governor  or  superintendent;  but  it  was  under  a 
special  appointment  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  commissioner  for  that  purpose  alone, 
by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  My  idea  is,  that  when  he 
Was  appointed  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  it 
was  his  duty  to  assume  the  position  of  his  prede- 
cessor, and  to  examine  whether  his  predecessor 
had  been  guilty  of  any  error  or  impropriety.  The 
very  object  of  sending  him  there  was  to  discharge 
that  duty.  He  was  sent  there  at  a  salary  of 
|3,500  a  year;  and  yet  you  propose  to  give  him 
eight  dollars  a  day  for  investigating  the  very  busi- 
ness in  regard  to  which  he  was  appointed  a  super- 
intendentliy  the  Government.  Now,  it  is  said,  he 
was  appointed  in  a  distinct  character  as  commis- 
sioner, separate  from  his  gubernatorial  and  super- 
intending character,  giving  him  a  third  appoint- 
ment. What  was  the  object  of  the  third  appoint- 
ment? To  inquire  into  the  very  duties  incumbent 
on  him  as  Governor  and  superintendent,  and  as 
agent  of  the  Government  to  see  what  his  prede- 
cessor had  done.  It  was  his  duty  to  correct  any 
errors  of  which  his  predecessor  might  have  been 
guilty  in  the  discharge  of  his  office.  I  have  no 
particular  objection  to  paying  Governor  Gorman, 
but  I  like  to  see  principles  adhered  to  in  these 
matters. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
permit  me  to  correct  him  on  one  point?  The  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  directed  the  President  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  make  this  investigation. 
The  President,  therefore,  could  have  appointed 
any  commissioners  he  pleased.  He  chose  to  ap- 
point Governor  Gorman  as  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners. Now,  suppose  he  had  appointed  some 
other  man  as  commissioner,  should  we  not  be 
bound  to  pay  him  ?  We  have  paid  the  other  com- 
missioner, as  I  understand,  and  should  we  not 
have  been  bound  to  pay  the  second,  if  Governor 
Gorman  had  not  been  appointed  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Undoubtedly;  but  still  it  was 
the  duty  of  Governor  Gorman  to  makethis  further 
inquiry  when  ordered  by  the  Government,  and  it  is 
no  extra  service  at  all.  It  is  the  very  duty  which 
he  was  appointed  to  perform.  That  is  the  ground 
which  I  occupy  in  relation  to  it.  If  I  had  been 
appointed  to  go  there,  of  course  it  would  be  dis- 
connected altogether  from  any  duty  incumbent  on 
me  as  an  officer  of  the  Government.  But  the  duty 
of  Governor  Gorman,  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  was  connected  with  this  question.  This, 
I  understand  to  be  the,view  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  and  the  only  question  which  I  have  to 
propound  is,  shall  we  pay  him  an  additional  eight 
aollara  per  day,  for  investigating  affairs,  which  it 
was  incumbent  on  him  to  superintend  and  inves- 
tigate anyhow?    That  is  the  point. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  This  matter  stands  precisely 
thus:  At  the  last  session,  charges  were  presented 
to  the  Senate  agninst  Governor  Ramsay,  for  pec- 
ulation in  his  office  of  superintendent  of  Indian 


ofiami,  not  as  Governor,  befofe  the  present  Ad- 
ministration came  in.  An  investigation  was  at- 
tempted in  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
They  proceeded  to  some  extent  in  taking  testi- 
mony, but  they  discovered  that  they  could  not 
accomplish  it  here.  Therefore,  just  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  a  resolution  was  offered  from  the 
commiltee,  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
Walker,]  that  there  should  be  one  Senator 
appointed  or  detailed  from  the  committee  during 
vacation,  to  proceed  to  M  innesota,  and  to  such  other 
places  as  might  be  deemed  necessary— it  was 
then  thought  that  it  would  perhaps  be  necessary 
to  go  to  New  York,  and  take  some  evidence  in 
regard  to  deposits  of  money  in  a  bank  there— ;to 
lake  evidence,  and  report  it  to  the  Senate  at  this 
session.  Thai  resolution  underwent  various  phases. 
A  proposition  was  made  to  extend  the  number  of 
Senators  to  be  sent  out  to  three.  It  was  debated  at 
some  considerable  length.  Various  propositions 
and  amendments  were  offered;  but,  finally,  it  re- 
solved itself  into  a  resolution  of  this  kind — and 
the  records  of  the  Senate  will  shoW  it — that  the 
President  cause  the  question  to  be  fully  investi- 
gated during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  There- 
upon, after  the  Senate  adjourned,  after  Governor 
Gorman  had  been  appointed  as  Governor,  and 
after  he  took  charge  of  the  duties  prescribed  by 
law,  this  adtliiional  duty  was  imposed  on  him. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  duties  of  superin- 
lendentof  Indian  affairs  and  of  Governor  of  aTer- 
ritory  ore  prescribed  by  law.  The  resolution  of 
the  Senate  did  not  direct  by  whose  hands  the 
President  should  make  the  investigation,  but  that 
he  should  cause  the  charges  to  be  investigated. 
The  President  associated  with  Governor  Gorman, 
Judge  Young,  of  this  city,  to  make  the  inveatiga- 
tioD. 

Judge  Young  presented  his  claim  to  the  Senate 
two  months  ago  or  more.  It  amounted  to  over 
|900.  By  a  resolution  it  was  directed  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  The 
deficiency  bill  has  an  express  provision  in  it, 
making  up  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 
that  |900  paid  to  Judge  Young  for  his  services. 
Now,  Governor  Gorman  comes  in,  and  asks  that 
he  shall  be  allowed  as  much  per  day  as  Judge 
Young  was  allowed  for  the  additional  duties  super- 
added to  those  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
and  Governor  of  the  Territory.  Can  there  be 
any  thing  fairer  or  plainer?  It  did  not  belong  or 
pertain  to  his  duties  as  Governor  of  the  Territory, 
or  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  It  was  an 
additional  duly.  The  President  might  have  ap- 
pointed whomsosrer  he  pleased  to  perform  it.  He 
did  appoint  one.  It  was  an  onerous  and  unpleas- 
ant duty  for  Governor  Gorman  to  undertake  to 
investigate  ihe  official  conduct  of  his  predecessor. 
It  did  not  devolve  on  him  by  virtue  of  his  offi- 
cial relation  as  successor  to  Governor  Ramsay. 
The  President  might  have  appointed  whomsoever 
he  pleased.  He  was  not  compelled  to  appoint 
Governor  Gorman.  It  did  not  appertain  to  him 
as  Governor;  but  he  was  specially  appointed  by 
a  letter  from  the  Department,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President,  to  make  the  investigation.  He 
and  Judge  Young  made  it  together.  Jud^e 
Young  rendered  service  more  days  than  Governor 
Gorman;  hence  his  bill  is  larger — between  |900 
and  f  1,000 — while  Governor  Gorman's  is  about 
)690.  This,  then,  is  the  whole  matter.  Additional 
services  were  imposed  on  Governor  Gorman, 
apart  from  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  shall  he  be  paid  for  them  ?  The  wnole 
$1,400  is  not  for  his  pay,  but  for  the  subordinate 
officers  also — the  marshal  and  attorney,  and  for 
summoning  witnesses.  It  seems  to  me,  no  more 
le^^itimate  appropriation  could  be  made.  It  is  cer- 
tainly in  the  legitimate  place,  and  upon  the  proper 
bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President.  I  find  that 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  was  as  follows: 

<<  RtiolMd,  That  tile  Preaident  be,  and  he  la  berebjr,  re- 
quested to  caiiae  tn  be  inveattgated  the  chsrgea  of  fraud 
and  miwnnduct  in  office  alleged  againat  Alexander  Ramasy, 
•uperintendent  of -Indian  affaira  in  Minneaota,  which  were 
rererred  to  Ilie  Conimittee  on  Indian  Aflkira  by  the  reaola- 
llon  of  the  lOtfa  of  January  last,  and  (n  report  the  rpsults  of 
auch  inveatigaiinn  to  the  tienateai  the  next  semion  ofCon- 
lireaii,  and  a  record  of  the  proceeding*  of  said  committf  e, 
under  aoid  reaolution,  tM  referred  to  the  President,  iod  be 
subject  to  auch  order  as  be  may  make  thereon." 

Now,  it  seems  to  me,  it  was  the  ofHcial  duty  of 
Governor  Gorman,  who  was  also  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  to  make  this  investigation,  if  he 


was  directed  to  do  it  by  the  President.  I  knov^ 
that  at  the  time  it  was  said  it  would  cost  nothing, 
so  far  as  it  was  executed  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in 
that  Territory.  1  have  no  objeclion  to  seeing  a 
ftill  regiuneration  given  to  Governor  Gorman  for 
all  his  services,  but  I  object  to  the  principle  of  this 
amendment;  I  object  to  giving  extra  compensation 
to  on  officer  for  discharging  tluties  which  properly 
belong  to  his  office.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  what 
we  are  doing.  But  I  understand  that  there  is  no 
recommendation  from  the  Department  for  this. 
Am  I  rightly  informed? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  accounts  are  certified 
to  be  correct. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  recommendation.  I  did  not  hear  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaira  say  that 
there  was. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  resolution  read  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginio  shows  very 
clearly  that  thissubect  has  been  in  the  keeping  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  that,  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  he  was  directed  to  cause 
this  investigation  to  be  made.  He  has  made,  I 
believe,  his  report  to  this  body;  and  I  think  if  it 
was  proper  to  pay  a  claim  for  services  arising 
under  that  appointment,  it  was  proper  fortbe  Ex- 
ecutive to  say  so.  I  believe  the  President  has  not 
recommended  that  the  Governor  of  Minnesota  be 
paid  for  his  services,  and  furthermore,  when  the 
United  States  employ,  as  in  this  case,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  Territory,  do  they  not  employ  all  his 
time?    Upon  the  same  principle  that  you  would 

f^ive  to  Governor  Gorman  in  this  case  eight  dot- 
ars  per  day  for  services  os  a  commissioner,  you 
would  give  to  a  public  officer,  who  belongs  to  the 
Army,  end  is  detailed  to  supervise  the  erection  of 
the  two  wines  of  the  Capitol  which  we  ore  build- 
ing, so  much  per  day  for  thot  service.  Upon  the 
same  principle  you  would  give  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, who  is  implied  to  fbr  nis  opinion  week  after 
week,  by  different  committees,  a  regulw  fee  for 
his  opinions. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  against  the  principle.  It  is 
wrong.  Itisdemoralizinginitstendencies.  When 
we  employ  an  officer,  as  in  this  case,  and  give 
him  a  regular  salary,  he  has  no  right  to  claim 
anything  in  addition  for  his  time.  I  recollect  very 
well,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  that 
when  this  question  was  presented  before,  one  of 
the  reasons  assigned  for  raising  this  board  was, 
that  it  would  cost  nothing;  that  it  would,  ex  offin'o, 
come  within  the  doties  of  the  Governor.  That 
was  a  kvaaon  slated  at  the  time  the  resolution  was 
presented;  and  it  is  a  sufficient  one  to  operate  on 
my  mind  against  votug  for  the  appropriation. 
But,  independent  of  that,  the  precedent  is  wrong. 
There  are  hundreds  of  other  officers  who  might 
liken  their  case  to  this,  and  claim  additional  com- 
pensation for  their  services;  and  their  claim  would 
be  as  just  and  meritorious. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  looked  into  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  find  that 
there  is  a  distinct  estimate  for  this.  A  certified 
account  of  Governor  Gorman  is  transmitted  with 
the  estimate;  but  the  Secretary  declined  to  make 
a  recommendation,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he 
deemed  it  a  charge  on  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate.  That  is  his  sole  reason.  It  certainly 
must  be  a  charge  against  some  Department  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  think  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Brioht]  is  wrong  in  the  comparison  he 
has  instituted  between  officers  of  the  Army  de- 
tailed to  perform  some  particular  service,  and  the 
ease  which  is  pending  here.  Governor  Gorman 
was  not  discharged  from  any  of  his  duties  as  Gov- 
ernor of  Minnesota,  nor  as  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs.  He  was  in  theperformance  of  those 
duties  at  the  same  time.  There  is  no  objection 
that  Governor  Gorman  left  unperformed  any  of 
his  duties,  either  ss  Governor  or  superintendent. 
This  additional  duty  was  imposed  upon  him  bjr 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  gave  to^t 
his  attention.  It  occupied  time  that  might  hav» 
been  employed  in  his  private  affairs,  without  i|^ 
jury  to  the  public  service;  and  why  is  it  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  paid,  os  well  os  if  some  person, 
not  officially  connected  fvith  the  Government,  had 
been  employed. 

Sir,  I  do  not  remember  that  any  such  ground, 
as  that  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
or  that  assumed  by  the  Senistor  from  yirginia. 
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WB8  the  reason  why  this  question  was  referred  to 
the  Executive.  If  (  remember  rightly,  nothingof 
that  kind  was  said;  at  least  nothing  of  n  character 
to  bind  us  now  under  the  circumstances.  The 
President  might  have  selected  any  other  person. 
It  was  not  incumbent  upon  him  by  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  if  I  remember  aright,  to  appoint 
Governor  Gorman  for  this  purpose.  He  might 
have  selected  any  other  person,  and  commissioned 
him  to  do  this  duty;  but,  1  presume,  supposing, 
from  his  connection  with  the  Indians  of  theTerri- 
tory,  that  he  would  be  better  informed,  and  have 
access  to  reliable  information  with  greater  facility 
than  any  other  person,  he  was  selected  by  the 
President. 

1  can  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  paid; 
and  the  only  hardship  in  connection  with  the  case 
is,  that  Governor  Ramsay  should  not  be  indemifi- 
Aed.  He,  as  it  turned  out,  had  performed  all  his 
duties.  He  had  neglected  no  duty;  he  had  vio- 
lated no  duty;  yet,  in  defending  himself,  he  was 
called  upon  to  expend  a  very  large  sum  of  money. 
My  objection  to  the  amendment  is,  that  it  does 
not  make  provision  to  pay  him  the  money  which 
he  actually  expended.  I  would  not  ask  that  he 
should  be  paid  for  his,  lime,  for  it  is  one  of  the 
risks  that  official  personages  run;  but  he  ought  to 
be  paid  for  the  necessary  expenditures  incurred  in 
his  defense.  He  was  a  Government  officer;  he 
was  not  only  defending  himself,  but  he  was  defend- 
ing the  character  of  the  Government,  whose  agent 
he  was;  and  in  justice  and  equity,  he  is  entitled 
to  remuneration  for  his  outlays. 

I  do  not  know  whether,  under  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  an  amendment  to  this  amendment  would 
be  proper,  but  if  so  I  would  introduce  one  to  pro- 
vide that  his  accounts  should  be  settled  by  the 
proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and 
that  he  should  be  allowed  for  the  witnesses  whom 
he  Bubpenaed  to  testify  as  to  the  correctness  of 
his  conduct  in  the  negotiation  of  the  treaties,  and 
in  the  payment  of  the  money,  in  regard  to  which 
he  was  accused, as  well  as  for  the  sums  expended 
in  the  employment  of  counsel,  necessary  for  his 
defense.  It  would  be  but  justice,  sheer  Justice.  I 
hope,  however,  that  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  adopted,  and  that  hereafter,  if  not 
now.  Governor  Ramsay  also  will  be  indemnified. 

Air.  CHASE.  1  have  nodoubt,  whatever,  that 
Governor  Ramsay  is  better  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion than  this  gentleman.  He  was  accused  of 
malfeasance  in  office.  A  protracted  investigation 
was  had,  the  result  of  which  was,  as  I  understand, 
his  complete  exoneration  from  every  charge  made 
against  niin.  In  making  his  defense,  he  was  put 
to  considerable  expense.  I  am  not,  however,  of 
opinion  that  in  any  case,  any  person  who  is  pros- 
ecuted by  the  Governmenl  of  the  United  Stales  is 
entitled  to  indemnity  on  account  of  the  expenses 
to  which  he  is  put  in  that  prosecution.  It  would 
be  carrying  the  doctrine  of  indemnity  very  far. 
Much  less  am  I  of  opinion  that  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  detached  for  the  performance  of  a 
particular  duty,  is  entitled  to  extra  compensation 
whilst  in  ilie  performance  of  that  duly.  I  do  not 
now  recollect  a  single  instance  in  which  any  such 
proposition  has  ever  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate.  There  are  instances  of  this  sort,  where  an 
officer  in  the  civil  service  of  the  Government  has 
been  employed  to  perform  the  duties  of  an  office 
of  superior  rank,  and  havinga  larger  salary,  tem- 
porarily, he  is  nllnwed  the  diff'erence  between  the 
salary  of  his  office  and  the  higher  salary,  but 
never  both.  In  the  case  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Census,  that  matter  was  before  us,  and  we 
uniformly  refused  to  allow  the  officer  ijoth  sala- 
ries; in  fact,  I  believe  he  did  not  claim  them,  but 
only  claimed  the  higher  salary,  and  we  refused 
even  to  ollow  him  that.  So  in  the  case  of  an  officer 
in  the  military  service  of  the  country.  If  extra 
or  special  duties  are  devolved  upon  him,  as  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  stated,  such  as  to  take 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  wings  of  this 
Capitol,  or  to  take  charge  of  any  public  work,  or 
of  an  armory,  nobody  ever  thinks  of  allowing 
him  additional  compensation  on  account  of  the 
time  during  which  he  is  engaged  in  that  service. 

This  case  falls  precisely  within  that  principle. 
Here  is  a  gentleman  receiving  a  salary  of  $2,500 
as  Governor  end  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  thatoffice,  he  is  colled  upon 
to  make  a  special  investigation.  Nobody  says 
his  salary  ia  not  ample.    The  Governor  of  the 


State  of  Iowa,  upon  one  side  of  him,  receives 
§1,000  a  year,  and  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  also  adjoining  the  sameTeiritory,  re- 
ceives $1,500  a  year.  Here  is  a  gentleman  who 
is  paid  out  of  the  Federal  Treatury  a  full  compen- 
sation, and  now  he  asks  an  additional  compen- 
sation, at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  o  day,  for  extra 
services.  1  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
that  this  is  wrong,  and  that  to-establish  this  prin- 
ciple would  lead  to  theappointmentof  persons  al- 
ready in  official  stations,  and  regarding  them  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Executive,  for  special  services.  It 
18  wrong,  and  certainly  would  tend  to  bad  results. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  the.  fact,  that  the 
whole  of  the  opposition  to  this  amendment  is  en- 
tirely in  consequence  of  one  item,  and  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  remainder.  If  theSenatorchooses 
to  controvert  the  propriety  of  this  extra  allowance 
to  Governor  Gorman,  I  would  suggest  to  him  that 
he  move  for  a  reduction  of  the  amount,  so  that 
the  other  claims  to  which  no  objection  at  all  is 
made,  may  be  pnid. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  My  objections  reach  the  en- 
tire amendment.  Whenever  the  President  makes 
a  recommendation  in  reference  to  these  charges, 
he  having  had  the  care  of  the  commission,  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  us  to  act  upon  it.  I  object  to 
the  entire  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  now  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow morning.  I  make  this  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  movingafterwards,  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESE?fTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ^pril  26,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
INTRODUCTION  OF   BILLS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  some 
estimates  here,  received  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  in  relation  to  the  surveying  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Stale  of  California,  which 
estimates  I  desire  to  have  printed  in  advance  of 
the  proposition  to  act  upon  them.  1  therefore  ask 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  have  them 
printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 
POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  also  received,  Mr.  Speoker,  the 
post  office  estimates;  and  they  have  instructed  me 
to  report  a  bill  which  I  would  like  to  have  printed 
and  put  upon  the  Calendar.  If  it  be  the  will  of 
the  House,  therefore,  I  will  make  the  motion  to 
that  efl^ect. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  following  bill  was 
introduced,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1855. 

SALARIES  OF  DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  PARKER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  present 
a  bill  to  the  House  for  the  regulation  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  district  judges  of  the  United  States. 
I  therefore  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  introduce 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  printed  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  salaries  of  the  district 
judges  of  the  United  States. 

EXPENSES  OF  INDIAN  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL,  by  unanimous   consent, 


reported  back  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  with  a  report  and  amendment,  the  bill  to 
refund  to  the  Slate  of  California  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  that 
Suile;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
the  bill  and  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  i  give  notice  now,  that  it 
is  my  intention  to  move  this  bill  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  military  appropriation  bill,  whenever 
that  bill  shall  be  taken  up  for  consideration.  ( 

SALARIES  OF  DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  understand  that  the  bill  to  readjust  the 
salaries  of  the  district  judges  of  the  United  States 
has  been  reported  this  morning  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Parker,]  and  with  a  motion  of  reference,  which 
has  succeeded  in  referring  it  back  to  that  same 
committee.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  that  reference  was  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  has  just  reported  the  bill 
this  morning,  and  why  now  refer  it  immediately 
back  to  them.'  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  it, 
and  therefore  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  PARKER.     I  hope  that  will  not  be  done. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  hope  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hodston)  will  not  be 
sustained  by  the  House,  because  the  evident  in- 
tention of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  to 
five  to  the  bill  the  direction  which  it  has  received. 
t  is  one  of  those  bills  which  call  for  action,  and 
this  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  receive  intel- 
ligent action,  after  it  shall  have  been  printed  and 
laid  upon  the  tables  of  members.  , 

M  r.  HOUSTON.  It  is  one  of  those  bills  which 
are  more  particularly  cared  for  in  this  House  than 
others,  because,  I  presume,  it  raises  the  salaries  of 
the  judges.  Now,  if  we  are  to  dodge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  in 
regard  to  all  these  bills  in  this  wav,  I  think  we 
had  better  abolish  that  committee  altogether.  If 
it  was  proper  and  right  to  send  those  bills  to  that 
committee  which  have  already  been  sent  there, 
why  not  let  this  bill  take  the  course  of  other  bills, 
and  thereby  allow  an  opportunity  for  their  discus- 
sion .' 

I  presume  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Par- 
ker,] and  also  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Haven,)  voted  to  refer  the  Nebraska  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  hove  a  free 
and  full  discussion  upon  its  merits.  If  that  bill 
WHS  properly  referred,  ond  if  other  bills  should  go 
there  too,  why  should  this  bill,  which  proposes  to 
increase  the  silariesof  the  district  judges  of  the 
United  States,  be  exempt  from  the  same  order  of 
the  House  to  which  other  bills  are  subjected  .' 

If  gentlemen  will  not  consume  too  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  upon  the  appropriation  bills, 
by  a  general  and  irrelevant  discussion,  we  can  take 
up  all  the  bills  which  are  upon  the  Calendar  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stote  of  the 
Union;  and  we  cnJi  yet,  olthough  the  session  is 
half  gone — and  it  would  have  been  all  gone,  if  we 
had  pressed  forward  business  as  we  should — I  say 
we  can  yet  take  up  all  the  bills  upon  that  Calen- 
dar, and  pass  the  first  and  lastofthem.  We  have 
actually  spent  more  time  this  session  in  attempts 
to  avoid  the  reference  of  bills  to  that  committee, 
than  would  have  been  consumed  in  taking  them 
up  from  the  Calendar  and  disposing  of  them. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Itseems  to  me  thatsbout  the 
most  retmonable  proposition  that  I  have  heard 
coming  fromany  of  the  committees,  is  with  regard 
to  this  bill  which  has  been  brought  before  the 
House  for  consideration.  For  the  last  month  com- 
mitt>es  hove  been  reporting  here,  and,  without 
giving  anybody  an  opportunity  to  examine  them, 
these  bills  have  been  put  upon  their  passage  and 
immediately  passed  by  the  House.  It  is  not  a 
week  since  the  clerks'  bill  was  introduced  here  by 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and,  under  the  direction  of  that  committee,  imme- 
diately put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  osk  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia to  ollow  me  to  say  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  gave  no  such  direction,  ond 
contemplated  no  such  oclion.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  directed  that  bill  to  be  reported 
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witk  a  MbatitaM,  b«t  Uie^  did  not  give  inatruo- 
tion*  to  hav*  it  put  upon  Ha  passage. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  sir,  it  was  reported 
kcre  by  the  Committre  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
with  a  recommendation  upon  the  part  of  that  com- 
mittaa  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage;  and  upon 
the  motion  of  a  member  of  that  committee  it  was 
pat  upon  its  passage,  and  the  previous  question 
calieo  upon  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentTeman  is  mistaken. 
It  certainly  was  not  put  upon  its  passage  by  the 
recommendaticHi  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  committee  contemplated  no  such 
thing,  that  1  ever  heard  of.  As  one  member  of 
that  committee,  I  was  very  much  astonished  when 
I  heard  the  bill  had  been  put  upon  its  passage. 
My  wish  was,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Commitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union-, 
and  I  think  that  was  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  t  wish  to  state,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  I  was 
instructed  by  that  committee  to  report  this  bill,  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made,  with  a  substitute. 
I  did  as  I  was  instructed  to  do;  and  the  House, 
by  a  two-third  vote,  put  it  upon  its  passage. 
That  is  the  history  of  the  matter.  There  was 
nothing  unfair  or  dishonorable  about  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Nobody  has  charged  that 
there  was  anything  unfair  or  oishonorable. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  allow  me  to  say  a  word  in 
refsrence  to  this  matter.  It  is  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Chair,  I  doubt  not,  and  within  the 
cecollection  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and 
of  the  gentleman   from  Pennsylvania,  who   re- 

r>rted  this  clerks'  bill,  that  when  it  was  reported 
raised  the  question  that  as  it  contained  an  ap- 
propriation it  must  of  necessity  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  that  then  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  two 
to  one,  suspended  the  rule,  and  the  bill  was  then 
pat  upon  its  passage.  I  will  state,  however,  that 
upon  suspending  the  rules  I  believe  only  one  or 
two  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  do  not  recollect  how  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means 
voted,  except  ao  flir  as  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee himself  was  concerned;  but  1  recollect  dis- 
tinctly that  the  bill  was  introduced  here  by  the 
Commilteeof  Ways  and  Means,  and  put  upon  its 
passage  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  House;  and 
not  only  that,  but  the  previous  question  was  called 
by  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  and  sustained 
by  the  House,  without  affording  any  one  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking  upon  it,  or  of  having  iia 
proviaions  amended  in  the  slightest  particular. 

Now,  air,  I  do  not  charge  anybody  with  impro- 
priety in  this  matter.  There  is  no  impropriety 
about  it.  I  claim  that  every  gentleman  has  the 
right  to  regulate  his  own  conduct  here  as  his  own 
■erne  of  propriety  may  dictate,  precisely  as  I  reg- 
ulale  my  own.  Ocnilemen  will  vote  as  they  think 
proper;  and  whether  their  action  or  the  action  of 
the  House  is  proper  action,  ia  for  them  and  not 
for  me  to  decide. 

Bat,  sir,  I  aay  these  bills  have  come  here  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  PoatRoads^ 
and  from  the  various  commiuees,  and  without 
even  bein^  printed  have  been  brought  up  for 
conaiderauon,  have  been  put  npon  their  passage, 
and  carried  through  under  the  operation  of  flie 
previous  question.  Now,  sir,  wjiy  is  it  that  ob- 
jection is  made  for  the  first  time  to  that  course  with 
reference  to  this  bill,  which  has  been  introduced 
here  to  equalize  the  salaries  of  the  judges? 

Many  of  these  district  judges  receive  less  com- 
pensation than  the  third  class  of  clerks  in  the  De- 
partments of  the  Qovemment— min,  sir,  who  are 
employed  continually  for  months,  who  perform 
hard  physical  labor  in  attending  their  courts.  And 
when  a  proposition  is  made  to  equalize  the  sala- 
ries of  tbrae  men,  to  place  them  on  something  like 
a  clerk 's  platform ,  gentlemen  of  this  House  object 
to  it.  I  hope,  as  toe  House  has  given  this  refer- 
ence to  the  matter,  and  as  the  committee  them- 
selves have  furnished  to  everybody  the  opportu- 
nity to  examine  this  bill  by  desiring  to  nave  it 
printed  and  considered  here  in  due  form,  when 
there  is  time  to  examine  it,  and  familiarize  our- 
selves with  ita  proviaions,  that  it  will  not  recon- 
■idar  the  proposition  oa  aoegeated  by  the  gentle- 


man from  Alabama.    I  therefore  move  lo  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  HAMILTON.    1  call,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  a  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill  granting  lands  equally  to  the  several  Stales  to. 
aid  m  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  for  the 
support  of  schools. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  bUl  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  is  aimilar  to  the  one  intro- 
duced by  me  at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  the 
object  of  which  was  to  equalize  the  grants  of  land 
among  the  several  States,  so  far  as  public  lands 
are  granted  for  certain  public  purposes,  railroads, 
schools,  and  the  like.  That  bill  did  not  provide 
for  giving  to  the  States  in  which  there  was  no 
public  lands  as  large  quantities  as  States  in  which 
It  lay;  but  it  did  propose  to  give  thepublic  land  to 
the  several  States  for  school,  and  railroad,  and 
other  public  purposes,  in  something  like  equal 
proportions.  That  was  the  principle  of  that  bill, 
and  it  is  the  principle  of  the  present  one. 

I  will  stale  lo  the  House  that  the  bill,  as  now 
prepared,  is  diSerenl  from  the  one  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. The  bill  of  the  last  session  proposed  lo  give 
10  the  Slates  in  which  there  were  no  public  land — 
the  old  Stales — a  certain  number  of  acres,  accord- 
ing to  representation,  for  schools;  but  if  they  chose, 
they  could  devote  it  to  railroad  or  other  public 
purposes;  but  the  object  of  the  grant  was  mainly 
for  school  purposes.  It  also  provided  that  the  new 
Stales  should  equalize  their  grants  of  the  public 
land — for  instance:  illinoia  had  received  a  large 
amount  of  land  for  railroada  and  internal  improve- 
menta,  while  Iowa,  Wiaconain,  and  other  new 
Stales,  had  only  received  small  grants,  or  none  at 
all,  for  the  same  objects.  The  proposition  was 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  grants  shoultl  be  equal- 
ized; and  the  bill  was  drawn  embracing  all  the 
States  except  those  which  were  deemed  to  have 
already  received  sufficient.  That  bill  was  strongly 
objected  lo,  by  gentlemen  from  the  West  espe- 
cisily,  as  unequu  in  its  provisions,  and  that,  la- 
though  it  attempted  to  equalize  the  grants  among 
the  land  States,  it  did  not  equalize  them  as  among 
the  land  States  themselves.  Thai  objection  may 
be  true  to  some  extent,  for  in  the  very  nature  of 
things  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  provision 
in  any  single  bill  which  will  make  these  granu 
equally  lo  all  the  Stales. 

But  there  waa  another  objection  uig:ed  with  still 
mors  force:  that,  by  giving  the  lands  diredly  lo 
the  StaU  Legialaturea  of  the  western  Stales,  they 
would  not  receive  any  benefitfroro  them.  By  the 
law,  in  every  western  Stale  and  Territory,  there  is 
now  every  sixteenth  section  set  apart  for  school 
purposes.  These  are  devoted  end  applied  to  that 
purpose,  consequently  the  western  Stales  desire, 
al  least  so  their  Representatives  urge  here,  thai  the 
grants  which  are  made  lo  them  shall  be  made,  not 
for  school  purposes — those  they  have — but  they 
want  them  applied  for  railroad  purposes,  lo  aid  in 
constructing  some  of  their  many  important  lines 
of  railroada.  They  urge  that,  under  the  bill  of  last 
acssion,  the  grants  would  be  made  to  the  Slate 
Legislature,  and  would  be  divided  by  the  Legisla- 
ture among  all  the  railroads  in  the  State,  and  the  re- 
sult would  be  that  no  one  road  could  be  completed, 
and  they  would  all  be  involved  in  difficulty.  It  waa 
universally  ureed  by  the  Representatives  from  the 
West,  that  if  any  further  grants  are  made  to 
equalize  the  amounts  given  to  the  land  States,  ihey 
shall  be  made  lo  the  States  lo  aid  in  constructing 
some  specified  line  of  railroad. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  always  protested  against 
that,  and  I  want  the  gentleman  to  make  an  excep- 
tion of  me.         

Mr.  BENNETT.  At  least  most  of  the  west- 
ern Representatives  take  that  ground. 
Mr.  COBB.  Make  an  exception  of  me. 
Mr.  BENNETT.  But  that  objection  has  been 
urged,  and  t  have,  therefore,  changed  the  bill. 
The  ori^nal  bill  is  similar  to  the  proposition  of 
last  session,  embracing  all  the  Slates;  but  the  sub- 
stitute which  I  have  offered  in  lieu  of  the  original 
bill  simply  provides  for  granting  the  same  amount 
of  land  as  the  bill  of  last  session  did  lo  the  old 
Slalan    Ihnl  i»,at  tha  r«t«  of  one  hundred  and  £Ay 


thoaaand  aerea  to  each  Sanatorand  RepresentMi*e, 
leaving  out  tha  land  Stales — leaving  tiioae  of  them 
that  have  not  yet  received  grants  to  frame  biUa 
that  will  make  them  equal  to  those  that  have. 
This  bill  cannot  cerlainly  be  objected  lo  as  une- 
qual; for  amongst  the  old  Slates,  the  Statsa  ia 
which  there  are  no  public  lands,  there  can  b«  no 
fairer  mode  of  distribution  for  these  public  pur- 
poses, if  any  such  distribution  is  to.be  iBade,than 
that  of  representation — so  much  to  each  Bcpra- 
sentative  and  Senator;  the  Senators  are  included 
for  the  benefit  of  the  smaller  Slates.  This  bill, 
therefore,  as  far  as  it  goes,  would  provide  for  an 
equal  spportionment  of  the  public  lands  for  ibesa 
purposes;  and  it  leaves  the  lend  States  that  hav« 
not  received  grants  equal  to  those  which  have  been 
made  lo  other  land  States,  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
mitlee on  Public  Lands  lo  have  it  settled  by  that- 
committee  how  much  Ihey  are  entitled  to.  U 
therefore  obviates  the  objection  of  any  inequality 
in  the  granta.  The  bill  embraces  this  principle, 
whether  while  these  lands  are  being  disposed  of 
and  dissipated  foreverypossiblepurpose;  whether, 
while  they  are  being  disposed  of  in  perl  for  these 
various  purposes  to  the  western  States,  the  old 
States  which  have  contributed  their  share  toward* 
the  purchase  and  the  expense  of  management,  shaU 
also  have  a  proporlionale  share  of  the  benefit  of 
these  gran  Is  for  schools, railroads,  and  other  pnblio 
parposes. 

Sir,  this  system  has  been  pursued  until  tha 
granta  arc  now  much  beyond  the  aales.  Laat 
year  the  sales  amounted  to  a  little  over  one  million 
acres;  and  at  this  very  session  there  are  applioa- 
tions  here  which  will  be  reported  on  favorably 
by  the  committee  for  over  fifteen  miUionB  of  acres 
for  railroads  only. 

We  are  met,  however,  with  some  very  aingalar 
objecliona  lo  this  principle.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
claim  that  these  lands  should  be  granted  away,  and 
devoted  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  individuals  and 
corporations;  ibat  Ihey  should  not  be  given  to  the 
States  themaelvea,  or  only  to  a  favored  portion  of 
the  Slatea  which  have  a  constilutioBal  right  lo 
these  grants  of  land,  and  the  other  portion  of  the 
Stales  have  no  coostilutiooal  right  to  aimiiar 
grants  of  land  for  precisely  the  same  purpoaaa. 

Is  there  a  different  rule  applicable  lo  the  State 
of  New  York,  of  Illinois,  and  between  Vir- 
ginia and  Missouri  ?  if  it  is  constitutional  lo  give 
the  lands,  which  are  public  properly,  for  school 
purposes,  and  for  the  education  of  children  in  one 
Stale,  is  it  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  to  make 
the  same  disposition  of  lands  in  anothar  State? 
Gentlemen  who  contend  for  that  doctrine  should 
be  able  to  point  out  tha  provision  in  the  Conalitu- 
tion  whieh  makes  suoh  a  distinction,  and  tell  ua  , 
what  it  ia,  and  where  it  ia.  Upon  what  princi- 
ple are  theae  granta  in  the  land  Slatea  made? 
Upon  the  ground  that  such  gouiis  are  intended  lo 
promote  education,  and  ibersfore  tending  to  pro- 
mole  the  public  benefit  and  general  welfare  of^the 
Slate.  I  ask  whether  the  operation  of  this  system 
would  not  be  joat  aa  benefieial  in  the  old  Steitea  as 
in  the  new? 

Let  me  illuatiate  thia  by  stating  a  ease.  Take 
the  State  of  Virginia,  for  example.  That  State 
ceded  her  public  lands  away  to  the  United  States, 
comprising  all  that  vast  territorr  that  haa  ainee 
been  formed  into  the  Slatea  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Il- 
linois, Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  I  believe.  When 
Virjginia  granted  this  immense  territory  to  the 
Uaited  States,  she  expressly  stipulated  in  the  acl 
of  cession  that  these  grants  should  be  "  used  for 
the  common  benefit  of  all  the  Stalea,  Virginia  in- 
cluded;" and  yet  Virginia,  to  thia  day,  has  never 
bad  the  benefit  of  a  single  acre  of  land  of  all  that 
vast  territory,  and  this,  too,  while  we  have  been 
giving  the  land  in  large  and  amall  grants  to  every 
one  of  the  new  States  formed  out  of  this  territory, 
and  even  to  other  States.  I  contend,  therefore,  that 
thia  system  of  giving  lands  to  a  part  of  the  States 
is  unequal  and  unjust;  and  all  I  claim  in  this  Aatp 
ler  ia  Wliee  and  equality.  As  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  of  New  York,  I  ask  no  more  than 
a  proportionate  share  of  these  lends  for  that  State. 
I  would  not  ask  or  vote  for  more  than  her  just 
share;  but  I  entirely  disclaim  the  doctrine  that 
these  lands  belong  exclusively  to  the  land  States. 
There  haa  been  growing  in  Congreaa,  for  a  few 
years  past,  a  kind  of  mania  upon  theaubject  of  the 
public  lands—to  get  rid  of,  and  aquander  them  aa 
fast  as  possible,  give  away  all  we  can,  and  sell 
thereatatateducMfffice.    Aaaniaalanoesfthja, 
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1  nMd  only  .refer  .to  the  hometead  biUtBa4  to 
tbe  l«nd  graduauon  bills  which  h«Te  paaaed  the 
Jtioune  lhi«  sceeioD;  and  there  is  an  aneodment 
offered  to  Ihu  bill,  by  which  w.«  are  U>  surrender 
all  right  to  the  public  lands,  to  ^ive  up  the  whole 
of  ibestt  lauds  to  tb«  States  within  which  they  Ue. 
I  am  opposed  u>  this  whole  system  of  giving  away 
the  public  lands.  The  original  policy,  the  originiu 
hHid  system,  has  beea  d<^rted  firon,  and  grants 
of  tbe  public  lands  ^t«  t>»eo  made,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, to  the  It^nd  Slates;  and  tbe  question  now  is, 
if  it  risht  and  just  to  make  a  similar  provision,  to 
a  much  less  extent,  far  tbe  benefit  of  the  other 
States.'  Such  grants  will  certainly  pi«ve  as  great 
an  adrafltage  to  the  old  States  for  the  purposes  of 
edilcatioD.for  conmon8cho(d«,aod  iiiir  other  par- 
poses,  as  they  will  for  the  new  StaM*.  k  is  cer- 
tainly right,  ac(!ording  to  the  very  terms  upon 
which  these  lands  were  originally  ceded,  that  the 
old  Stales  shouM  be  entitled  to  their  equal  share 
in  theae  grants;  for  they  do  not  belong  to  the  thir- 
teen land  States,  but  they  belong,  in  common,  to 
the  whole  thirty-one.  The  new  States  certainly 
have  no  right  to  claim  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
lands,  and  they  have  no  more  right  to  claim  an 
exclusive  right  to  these  grants  than  they  have  to 
claim  an  exclusive  right  to  the  money  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  putuic  lands,  and  which  is  paid 
into  the  Treasury. 

This  is  a  bill  which  eTsrybody  can  understand. 
It  gives  to  the  old  States  something  over  twenty 
millions  of  acres  to  equalize— or  rather  as  an 
aqoivalent,  for  it  does  notequslize — for  the  grams 
which  bare  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  the 
htnd  States.  Let  me  state  forther,  that  there  have 
been  granted  for  internal  improvements,  from 
time  to  time,  as  sppeiars  fWraa  the  statemsBt  made 
by  Um  Comaaissioiier  ot  tbs  General  LAadOAee, 
over  twenty-eicht  miflions  of  acres  of  land,  worth 
over  $3e,UOO,0OO,  to  the  twelve  land  States  exclu- 
sively. There  has  also  been  grenlsd  to  the 
new  States  and  to  tbe  Territories  or<r  forty-nine 
million  acres  of  land  fo*  schtwia,  worib  over 
|«  ,000,000 

Mr.SIVltTH,ofVii«inia,  (intarrupting.)  Will 
tbe^enikaian  ffoa  fiisw  Yoiltpvnnit  m»  to  make 
an  inquiry  at  this  point? 

Mr.  R^NNCTT.    Csrtainly. 

Mr.  SMITH.  ThegsatlemaAfroaBl^ew  York 
•tated  a  momsal  o^  uiat  tbo  Slat*  of  Virginia 
had  oevcr  received  an  acre  of  tb«M  publie  laads» 
although  her  right  to  tbem  was  ccservsd.  t  b*g 
to  int^uirs  of  the  gsMlapwn  if  the  proceed*  of  the 
salas  of  these  laoda  do  not  go  into  the  NMonal 
Treasury,  and  whether  if  the  State  of  Virfinia 
does  not,  in  this  w»y,  get  her  share  of  the  benefits 
derived  from  them  ? 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Tbsproaeediofthesaieofthe 
public  lands  do  uBdoubteoly  so  into  the  Msrliona] 
\Creasury,  and  in  this  way  Virginia  derives  her 
share  of  the  bsneifita  accruing  from  them ;  but  I  am 
speakine  now  of  gnasM  of  public  lands,  not  of  tbe. 
sides.  1  admit,  indeed,  that  so  fiv  as  tb«  lands 
aiVsoldipnd  so  far  m  the  proceeds  thereof  are 
received  in  the  Treasury,  all  tbe  old  States  share 
equally  and  fiurly  io  the  beoefit  of  them. 

But  the  object  of  my  remarks  H  to  show  that 
when  we  give  the  public  lands  to  some  States  for 
porticuUr  and  public  purposes,  all  the  Stales  do 
not  share  equally  in  the  advaMage.  A  great  in- 
jury has  been  thereby  dene  to  the  interests  of  tbs 
old  States  in  that  rasped;  and  the  worst  of  it  is, 
that  the  system  of  granting  public  lands  for  par- 
ticular purposes  bos  been  rapidly  increasing,  and 
increasing  until  no  sales  of  public  huids  worth 
n>eakiDg  of  are  made.  Under  the  operation  of 
this  system  the  land  distributed  in  grants  have  of 
Ute  exceeded  to  a  ^eat  aesouDt  uie  lands  sotd. 
My  object  is  that  this  sort  of  legislation  be  put  an. 
end  to.  First  equalize  the  grants  to  all,  ana  then, 
atop  short,  and  allow  the  lands  to  be  sold. 

The  land  States  sdmit  thp  righu  of  the  old 
States.  I  have  here  a  resolution  from  the  State  of 
Illinois,  which  was  passed  at  the  present  acasion 
of  the  I>rialature  of  that  SMtM,  on  the  aOth 
MATch,  1854,  in  which  the  Lisgislature  instruct 
their  Senfttors,  and  request  thsir  RepreseiMatives 
in  Congress,  to  exert  ail  their  influencs  uwobtaio 
the  passage  of  a  law  donating  to  eadi  State  in  the 
Uaion  public  laiUs,  at  Um  value  of  $500,000  to 
each,  for  school  purposes.  To  each  Slate  of  tbe 
UoioD !    Hera  » is: 

"BtU  mohtd  ty  the  Horn*  »f  RtpraMloHvo,  (lAt 
Se—te.ississitsi *»«<■,;  natesrSeaalenteCeiMnn 


i«  iMilnetei,  oad  our  Keprcf  enniiVBi  be  r«aaeslml,.to  use 
their  best  extvtiontt  to  procure  the  pasiiage  ofa  liinr  of  Con  - 
grefts  donating  to  each  State  m  the  Union  an  aqiount  of 
public  land!  not  leu  in  veKie  tban  five  handnd  lAotumrf 
doltar;  lor  Die  liberal  endowment  of  s  lyauini  of  Industrial 
utiiverbjtiei — one  in  each  State  in  tile  Union — ut  cn<)perale 
witb  each  other,  and  with  the  Smfihsonian  Institution  in 
Washiiiffton,  for  tire  more  liberal  and  practical  education 
of  our  industrial  claaaA  and  Uieir  leaehera  j  a  liberal  and 
varied  ndncstion,  adapted  to  Ibe  manifold  wauts  of  a  prac 
tical  and  enterpciaiiig  people ;  aiid  a  provieinn  kit  micii 
educational  facfliliea  l»eihg  in  manifest  concurrence  with 
the  inttmniioaa  of  the  popular  williiinrzently  deiSendeibe 
mdied  eAiu  ofoor  naiioDal  auengUi." 

That  is  what  they  seek  to  have  accomplished. 
And — as  the  paper  stAtes — that  resolution  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Uliuoia.  VVhile  it  is  admitted  that  these 
lands  belong  to  all  the  States,  thai  they  have  cost 
an  immense  amount  of  msoey — and  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary here  to  determine  whether  they  have  ever 
paid  for  ihemeelves  or  not,  although  I  think 
that  I  can  show  by  official  papers  that  they  never 
have;  but  I  will  not  go  into  that  branch  of  the 
question  at  tiiis  time — and  that  this  immense 
amount  of  money  which  they  have  cost  has  been 
paid  by  all  the  States:  I  say  that  while  this  is 
not  denied,  still  tbe  legislation  has  been,  as  far  as 
grants  are  concerned,  for  the  benefit  of  only  a 
part  of  the  Union,  and  that,  too,  of  only  a  very 
small  part.  That  sort  of  legislation  is  unequal 
and  uoiust.  I  contend  that  some  provision  should 
be  maoe  to  make  the  public  lands  equally  as  well 
for  the  benefit  of  tbe  old  States  as  or  the  new.  Or 
if  not  equal,  at  least  some  provision  so  that  the 
old  States  should  not  be  altogether  excluded  from 
participation  in  tbe  benefits  of  these  grants.  Give 
to  the  old  States,  I  soy,  some  proportionate  part 
of  the  public  lands  for  school  purposes  in  their 
several  States,  if  you  extend  that  privilege  to  the 
new  States.  If  you  give  to  the  new  States  land 
for  railroad  purposes,  give  the  same  proportion  of 
the  lands  for  the  same  purpose  to  the  old  Suites. 
If  this  system  of  making  grants  for  particular 
purposes  is  to  be  adhered  to,  let  it  be  general,  not 
local,  in  its  operation.  That  is  what  I  contend 
for. 

It  appears  to  be  a  question  what  should  be  done 
by  Congress  to  dispose  of  these  public  lands  more 
rapidly  than  at  present.'  For  instance,  they  are 
being  disposed  of  just  now  as  rapidly  as  legisla- 
tion appears  to  be  able  to  effect  that  object.  But 
while  we  are  going  on  gettiiw  rid  of  the  public 
lands  in  this  rapitf  way — whUe  we  are  granting 
them  away  by  millions,  and  millions,  and  mil- 
lions of  acres — certainly  we  ought  to  have  some 
kind  o^  fiiirness  and  equality  in  the  distribution. 
The  grants  should  be  proportioned  to  all  the  Slates 
in  the  Union  for  tbe  same  public  purposes. 

I  was  going  on.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  interrupted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  to 
state  that  there  had  been  granted  to  the  land  Slates 
— embracing  some  grants  to  the  Territories — 
twenty-eight  millions  of  acres  of  public  land  for 
the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  that 
there  were  over  forty-nine  railUona  of  acres  granted 
to  tbem  for  school  purposes.  That  immense 
(luantily  of  public  bind  would  have  brought  to 
the  Treasury,  if  sold  at  Government  prices,  over 
$100,000,000.  As  equivalent  lo  that,  let  me  ask, 
what  have  the  old  Stales  received?  Nothing  at 
all.  And  yet  itis  contended  that  theseerants  were 
constitutional.  It  is  contended  that  these  grants 
were  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  that 
grants  for  the  same  puiposes  to  the  old  Slates 
would  be  unconstitutional.  Now,  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  such  legislation  can  be  consti- 
tutional in  one  State,  and  yet  unconstitutional  in 
another?  1  do  not  want  it  to  be  said  in  reply  that 
it  was  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  do  so  and 
so.  But  when  Ihe  Constitution  is  referred  to  as 
authority,  I  should  like  to  know  whether  or  not 
the  Constitution  makes  any  difierence  between 
the  several  States  of  the  Union  as  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  lands.  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  Constitution  required  equality  in  the  dis- 
tribution to  be  observed.  It  undoubtedly  con- 
tains a  reference  to  this  subject,  and  requires 
equality  in  the  distribution  of^tbe  public  lands. 
It  requires  that,  in  their  distribulion,  the  rights  of 
no  Slate  shall  be  prejudiced;  but  thstthey  shall  be 
disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  all,  equally  and  fairly. 

That  is  all  I  aek.  I  do  not  stand  hereto  solicit 
tbe  giving  of  land  to  New  York,  or  to  urge  that 

Cshoijld  make  any  gift  to  that  Slate.    I  stand 
to  elwiD,  that  wk»  you  disposed  of  tb«M 


lands  for  grant  public  pumones,  you.  shall  dispost 
of  them,  as  neatly  ew  cat)  oe  done,  so  as  to  confer 
eoual  beoefiw  to  the  old  and  new  States.  We  are 
told  that  the  Constitution  requires  a  pecuniary 
consideration  in  order  to  jusuf]^  a  grant  of  this 
kind.  If  I  ahonUl  attach  to  litis  bill  the  words 
"  provided  each  Siate  shall  pay  one  dollar  for  the 
grant  herein  made,"  1  Difppose  then,  according  to 
iheir  view,  the  grant  would  be  consiitutioaul;  but 
if  1  do  not  put  in  that  pnaviso,  then  the  grant  is 
uoconstitutiuoal.  Can  ^ything  be  more  ridicu- 
lous tban  to  pretend  that  the  power  depends  upon 
a  pecuniary  consideration?  I  insist  that  the  power 
in  Congreas  is  perfect  and  original,  t  has  always 
been  so  regarded,  and  hns  always  been  exercised. 
It  could  reside  nowhere  else.  It  is  also  expressly 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution.  I  soy  I  have 
the  same  right,  as  good  a  right,  to  ask  this  grant 
for  the  benefit  orsobools  in  my  St2Ue,  up  anygen- 
ileman  has  to  aak  it  for  any  other  Slate.  And  if 
this  system  is  to  go  on,  I  dio  insist  upon  it  that  is 
the  object  of  this  bill. 

Another  thing:  1  wish  wesiem  men  to  under- 
stand  Uie  reason  why  a  provision  for  their  Slates 
is  omitted,  is,'  that  it  is  done  at  the  request  of 
western  men  themselves.  They  prefer  to  have 
their  claim  and  th«ir  bills  stand  alone.  Tj^y  say 
that  the  claims  of  the  land  States  stand  upon  a 
different  principle;  and  if  ihey  should  be  included 
in  this  bill,  they  might  be  prejudiced  io  the  Senate, 
and  might  meet  with  a  veto  from  the  President. 
They  prefer  lo  have  this  bill  stand  alone.  I  am 
content;  and  I  am  willing  that  they  should  takn 
their  bills  alone. 

I  want  lo  understand,  by  a  vote  of  the  House, 
whether  those  Slates  which  have  paid  millions  and 
millions  towards  these  public  lands — for  it  will  be 
found  that  Ihe  whole  amount  which  they  have 
paid  is  enormous-'-shall  be  entirely  deprived  of 
any  benefit  of  them  ?  The  old  States  paid  at  least 
two  thirds  of  the  cost.  Those  States  paying  most 
should  not  be  deprived  entirely  of  all  benefit  from 
the  lands  which  they  so  largely  contributed  to  pay 
for.  1  would  not  be  illiberal  towards  the  western 
States;  nor  do  I  contend  we  do  wrong  when  we 
mtke  nants  of  Ihe  public  domain  to  the  land 
Stales  for  public  purposes.  But  if  it  is  right  to 
make  grants  in  one  case,  it  is  in  other  cases,  and 
equally  constitutional,  eiiually  just.  Can  the  fair- 
ness and  correctness  of  that  ptisition  be  answered  ? 
I  contend  that,  if  tbe  Constitution  gives  the  right  to 
educate  the  children  of  the  western  States  by  a 
distribution  of  the  public  lands,  or  by  the  applica- 
tion of  tbe  proceeds  thereof,  it  is  equally  right  to 
educats  the  children  of  the  old  Slates  in  the  some 
manner.  The  western  States  have,  to  a  certain 
extent,  had  the  benefit  of  these  lands;  and  will 
you  deny  an  appropriate  share  thereof  lo  the  old 
States? 

The  bill,  as  I  have  framed  it,  will  not  give  to 
the  old  States,  in  proportion  to  their  population, 
one  half  as  much  as  has  been  already  granted  for 
internal  improvement  and  school  purposes  lo  ths 
land  States,  with  the  amount  now  asked  for  by 
them  for  such  purposes.  It  would  piobably  not 
amount  to  one  third  as  much,  perhaps  not  a  fourth. 
Twenty  eight  millions  of  acres,  or  nearly  that, 
have  already  be^  granted  to  them  for  internal 
improvements,  and  fifteen  millions  more  are  now 
asked ,  and  over  forty-nine  million  acres  for  schools; 
and  their  population  is  about  one  third  as  large  as 
thatof  the  old  States.  I  am  speaking  without  the 
figures  before  roe,  but  I  am  subslantially  correct.  I 
have  not  asked  for  as  large  a  portion  as  they  have 
already  received;  much  less,  not  one  balfas  much, 
its  proportion,  as  has  been  granted  and  is  now 
asked  for. 

The  grants  lo  the  land  Slates  should  also  b« 
equalized.  It  would  be  wrong  to  giro  the  public 
lands  to  Illinois  for  railroads,  and  then  deny  to 
Iowa  a  similar  grant,  or  deny  the  other  land 
States  which  have  not  had  a  like  donation;  and 
this  bill  will  lead  to  that. 

If  thia  bill  passes,  railroad  bills  will  undoubt- 
edly also  pass,  sufficient  to  render  Ihe  land  States 
equal,  perhaps  not  during  the  present  session  of 
Congreas,  but  they  will,  in  my  judgment,  pass 
from  time  to  time  as  asked  for.  The  Committees 
on  Public  Lands  in  the  H6use  and  Senate  begin 
to  see  tbe  necessity  of  adopting  the  principle  of 
equalization  in  tbe  distribulion  of  tbe  public  lands 
among  the  land,  States.  And,  in  reporting  their 
railroad  bills,  they  are  determined — so  far  as  I 
know— not  tp  give  any  &ate  a  Iwrs^r  tunpunt  of 
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land  for  railroad*,  than  Illinoia  haa  received. 
Tbejr  malce  the  donationa  u>  that  State  the  atand- 
ard.  They  arewiiling  to  give  to  the  other  land 
Slatea  in  that  proportion,  and  to  report  bills  from 
time  to  time,  donatine  lands  to  the  different  States 
for  public  purposes,  until  they  arrive  at  that  point, 
and  therr  atop.  There  is,  therefore,  no  danger  of 
the  lands  being  expended  beyond  thia  limit  for  this 
purpose. 

What  1  propose  to  do  by  thia  bill,  is  to  donate 
over  twenty  million  aersa  to  the  old  Slates,  for 
th^  purpose  of  e(]ualizing  the  donations  among  the 
aeveral  States,  i  do  not  propose  to  gire  <sni<  di- 
rectly to  the  States,  but  to  donate  them  in  the  form 
of  land  warrants,  to  be  issued  to  the  State,  to  be 
■old  by  the  States,  and  to  be  located  by  pur- 
chasers precisely  like  other  land  warrants  are 
located  This  system  of  land  warrants  is  no  new 
system.  It  is  a  system  established.  Our  military 
grants,  Ac,  it  is  estimated,  will  take  about  fifly 
million  acres  of  the  public  lands;  of  this,  about 
twenty-four  million  have  been  iasued  in  land  war- 
rants. These  land  warranta  may,  to  a  small 
extent,  regulate  the  prices  of  the  lands.  But  no 
injury  can  result  from  this. 

But  this  bill  forbids  the  States  to  locate  the 
lands,  ^he  warrants  are  issued  to  them,  and  to 
be  sold  by  them,  and  located  by  the  purchasers 
themselres;  and  the  only  difference  it  can  make  in 
the  operation  of  the  system,  an  it  is  now  carried 
out,  will  be,  by  throwing  an  increased  number  of 
those  warrants  into  market,  to  reduce  the  price  to 
a  limited  extent.  That  is  all  theeffect  the  bill  can 
have  in  this  respect.  It  is  also  provided  in  the  bill 
that  preemption  rights  are  to  be  protected  to  any 
person  who  may  nave  located  upon  any  of  these 
lands.  These  warrants,  too,  are  to  be  located 
only  upon  the  surveyed  lands  which  are  in  the 
market,  and  open  for  sale.  In  fact,  this  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  the  old  Stales  is  so  carefully  guarded 
that  no  inconvenience  can  result  from  its  passage 
in  the  operation  of  the  land  system. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  wish  to  debate  this  bill. 
I  should  have  been  willing  to  have  made  a  brief 
explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  then 
to  nave  called  the  previous  question.  It  containa 
but  one  principle,  which  all  understand;  but  there 
are  gentlemen  in  the  Hall  who  are  opposed  to  any 
grants  of  this  kind  upon  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  have  indicated  their  desire  to  speak 
upon  it.  I  shall'  (herefore  content  myself  with 
Mating,  imperfectly  as  I  have,  the  purport  of  the 
bill,  without  going  at  all  into  any  argument  in  its 
favor,  reserving  to  ray»lf  the  right,  when  debate 
■hall  be  closed  upon  it,  to  answer  such  objections 
as  may  have  been  raised  by  its  opponents.  I  leave 
it  in  their  hands  for  the  present. 

Mr.  DISNEY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Will  the  frentleman  from  Ohio 
permit  me  to  ask  a  qnestion  of  the  Chair  aa  to 
now  this  hill  stands,  with  a  view  of  making  any 
motion  that  may  be  necessary  to  keep  it  before  the 
Houne,  and  then  of  moving  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  ? 

Mr.'COBB.  Oh,  I  hope  not;  I  hope  we  shall 
have  the  morning  hour  for  committees  to  report. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair 
how  much  of  the  morning  hour  remains? 

The  SPEAKER.    About  forty  minutes. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Then  I  hope  we  shall  pro- 
ceed with  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  ask  any  question  he  may  wish. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  wish  toask,  then,  if  there  is  any 
motion  pending  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union .'  • 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  such  motion 
pending. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  wanted  the  House  to  under- 
stand exactly  how  the  bill  stood.  I  would  ask 
whether  the  motion  cannot  now  be  entertained  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  make 
the  motion,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  yields  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  have  heretofore  made  the  mo- 
tion twice.  The  Speaker  entertained  it,  and  stated 
to  the  House  that  it  was  pending.  I  now  learn 
that  it  is  not  entered  in  the  Journal,  and  would 
therefore  ask  leave  to  again  submit  it. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  do  not  think  that  it  is  mate- 
rial that  the  motion  should  be  made  now. 

Mr.  DEAN.    If  it  be  not  made  now,  the  pre- 
vious question  may  be  called,  and  cut  it  off. 
'  Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.    I  hare  been 


'  absent,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  some  time;  and  during 
my  absence  I  met  a  member  of  this  House,  who 
requested  me  to  stale  that  he  was  deeply  interested 
ID  this  bill;  that  he  had  left  here  in  the  expccta- 
'.  lion  that  it  would  not  be  discussed  until  his  return; 
'  and  that  he  considered  that  the  originator  of  it 
''  waa  under  a  promise  not  tor  press  it  until  his 
'   return.     I  allude  to  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia, 
'   [Mr.  McMuLLiK,]  who  participated  in  the  debate 
when  this  question  was  postponed,  two  weeks 
•  since.    I  do  not  know  on  which  side  of  the  ques- 
tion that  gentleman  intends  to  speak;  but  I  feel  it 
,'  due  to  him  to  make  the  request  of  the  House  that 
''  the  bill  should  not  be  pressed  to  a  decision  until 
'   his  return. 

i{     Mr.  COBB.    There  will  be  no  decision  until 
his  return. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  With  the  gentleman's  con- 
sent, I  would  move  that  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  He  can  then  make  his  speech 
to-morrow  morning. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  AteuRT  Dickins,  Esq.,  notifying 
the  House  that  that  body  had  pasted  and  amended 
sundry  bills,  in  which  it  asks  the  concurrence  of : 

the  House.]       

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  would,  with  the  consent 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  send  a  substitute  for 
the  bill  to  the  Chair,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
thegentleman  from  Ohio  haa  an  amendment  pend- 
ing, in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  To  that  substi- 
tute an  amendment  has  been  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Pkrkims.] 

Mr.  BENNETT.  The  substitute  which  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  is  the  one  now  under  consid- 
eration with  some  slight  amendment.  I  ask  to  give 
notice  of  my  intention  to  submit  it,  so  that  it  may 
be  ordered  to  beprinted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  modify 
his  own  amendment. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Thenlmodify  it  by  substi- 
tuting the  one  I  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  desk  for  it. 
Mr.  PERKINS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  would  ask  to  modify  my 
amendment  by  filling  the  blanks,  so  that  it  may 
be  properly  before  the  House  in  connection  with 
the  bill. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  was  about  remarking,  in 
reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Louisituia,  [Mr.  Perein*,]  that  I  have  no  dispo- 
sition to  press  upon  the  House  action  in  regard  to 
this  bill.  But  in  view  of  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  to  the  House  and  the  country  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  well  in  the 
report  which  he  submitted  to  the  House  as  in  the 
speech  be  has  inade  in  regard  to  the  pending  bill, 
1  feel  it  a  duly  which  I  owe  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  exhibit  the  facts,  and  to  make  some 
comments  upon  the,  to  me,  exceedingly  amusing 
remarks  which  the  gentleman  has  put  forward  in 
the  shape  of  argument. 

I  say  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  disabuse  the  mind 
of  the  House  and  the  country  with  regard  to  the 
facta;  and,  in  doing  that,  1  shall,  of  necessity, 
probably  be  led,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  value  of  the  reasons  advanced  by 
him.  When  I  do  this,  it  is  my  purpose  to  be  as 
brief  as  I  can — aa  much  so  aa  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit  of;  yet  I  should  exceedingly  dis- 
like to  be  interrupted  by  the  expiration  of  the 
mominghour;  and,  as  I  see  around  the  Hall  indi- 
cations of  a  desire  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  I  am  willing  to 
yield  for  a  motion  of  that  sort,  with  the  under- 
standing that  on  to-morrow  morning  1  can  take 
the  floor  and  proceed  with  ray  remarks. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER.    I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  IIm  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Chandlcr 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  Mated  that  when  the  com- 


mittee last  rose,  the  pending  oneation  was  on  an 
amendment  offered  by  thegentleman  from  Illinoia, 
f  Mr.  Wbvtworth,]  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Hibstbr]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi,  (who  occupied 
a  portion  only  of  his  hour  on  Monday,)  claimed 
the  floor. 

Mr.  HIESTER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi desires  to  occupy  the  renuinder  of  his  time 
to-day,  or  a  sufficient  portion  of  lime  to  complete 
the  hour  which  heougnt  to  have  had  on  Monday, 
I  am  willing  to  conc^e  it  to  him,  provided  it  ia 
not  taken  out  of  my  hour. 

(Cries  of"  Agreed  !"  and  "That's  right!") 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  gentleman  irora 
Mississippi  can  proceed. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi,  concluded  the 
remarks  commenced  by  him  a  few  days  since,  in 
opposition  to  the  Nebraska  Kansas  bill,  lie  ar- 
gued that  Congress  should  repeeil  the  Missouri 
compromise  boldly,  or  not  at  all.  If  they  were 
not  prepared  to  do  this,  they  should  let  it  stand 
where  it  is.  He  condemned  the  insidious  charac 
ter  of  the  bill,  and  said  that  the  Badger  proviso 
was  the  Wilmot  pioviso  in  another  form. 

[The  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  HIESTER  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
same  subject.  He  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground 
that,  if  passed,  it  would  vioUoe  our  treaties  with 
the  Indian  tribes  residing  within  the  limits  of  the 
proposed  Territories,  and  because  it  contained  a 
clause  for  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
of  1820. 

[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vireinia,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virgioia,  I  will  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr  SMITH.  I  yield  the  floor  for  that  motion. 

ICries  of  •'  No!"  "  No !"  and  "  Go  on  1") 

Mr.SMITH.  I  should  be  gratified  if  the  com- 
mittee would  rise.    The  eommittee  is  very  thin. 

A  Membeb.  We  shall  lose  so  much  time  if  w» 
adjourn  now. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Oh,  no;  we  need  not  adjoam. 
There  is  plenty  of  business  for  the  House  to  do. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Some  other  gentleman 
will,  perhaps,  speak  now,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  does  not  desire  to  do  it. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  The  Hooee  is  very  slenderly 
attended  now,  anj  1  therefore  insist  on  my 
motion  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  compelled 
to  entertain  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  understand  that  there  is  a  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  who  wishes  to  speak  this  even- 
ing, and  I  hope  the  House  will  consent  that  the 
understanding  shall  prevail  which  prevailed  yes- 
terday, and  lUlow  me  to  have thefloor  to-morrow. 

[Cries  of  "  Agreed  I"  and  "  Ceruinly !"]     ^ 

Mr.  ELLISON.    I  withdrew  my  motion.    * 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  then  recognize* 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [M  r.  Tatlor]  aa  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  should  bs  very  glad 
to  hear' the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but  as  be 
does  not  desire  to  go  on  now,  and  as  it  is  only 
half  p.tst  two  o'clock,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  belter  to  continue  the  discussion,  and  get  rid  of 
it  as  soon  as  we  can. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Ae  I  am  to  have  the  floor  to- 
morrow, I  yield  it  now  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  instead  of 
progressing  with  the  business  of  Congress,  as  the 
people  demanded ,  they  were  tied  down,  day  by 
day,  by  a  sectional  question,  of  which,  as  a  Whig, 
he  washed  his  hands;  nor  did  he  believe  that  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  instigated  it.  This  was 
a  sectional  question,  which  far  transcends  in  im- 
portance any  ether  since  the  compromises  of  the 
Constitution.  He  did  not  impute  all  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  introduction  of  the  Nebraska  bill  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois;  there  were 
other  eminent  men  who  advocated  it  with  equal 
zeal.  Ibwaa  brought  forward aean  Administration 
measure,  to  relieve  it  from  the  consequences  of  its 
own  conduct.  At  least  such  was  his  opinion;  and, 
in  support  of  it,  he  qootede  remark  heretofore  made 
bv  Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  that  he  [Mr.  Smith} 
"believed  thatthis  wasanAdminietraUon  roeaaure, 
and  that  all  good  Demoentia  would  coppoititt" 
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and  further,  he  quoted  remarks  fVom  the  Union  of 
the  5th  of  February  laat.     He  then  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise.     If  you,  he 
said,  repeal   this,  you   will   set  a  precedent  by 
which  all  other  compromises  will  be  repealed;  and 
which  will  leave  it  to  a  numerical  majority,  and 
not  to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people. 
He  wished  to  stand  on  the  compromises  of  1850. 
He  gave  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  Nebraska- 
Kansas  bill. 
[His  speech  wilt  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  BA  RRY  obtained  the  floor;  but  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  WTASHBURNB,  of  Illinois,  who  moved 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

Thecommitteeaccordingly  rose;  and  theSpeaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Union 

generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
le  bill  of  the  House  (No.  271)  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
Government,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1654,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto, 
and  had  come  to  ho  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  LETCHER  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
half  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tbursdat,  JiprU  27, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Hsnrt  SucEa. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  nfA  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  the  memorial  of 
Nathaniel  Hay  ward,  praying  the  extension  of  his 
patent  for  an  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of 
India  rubber  goods;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr,  WELLER  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  California,  in  favor  of  additional 
mail  facilities  for  California  and  Oregon;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Califor- 
nia, in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  free  and 
permanent  watering  place  in  Humboldt  desert,  on 
the  emigrant  route  from  Missouri  to  California; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  State  of  California,  in 
favor  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  authorizing  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  act 
of  the  3d'of  March,  1851,  to  ascertain  and  settle 
private  land  claims  in  that  State,  to  hold  a  session 
at  the  city  of  Los  Angeles;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  inhabitant}  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  prating  a  reduction  of  the  rates  »( 
ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  the  Qovemor,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  President  of  the  Senate,  Speaker 
of  the  House,  and  members  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Massachusetts,  together  with  a  large 
number  of  the  other  members  of  the  Slate  gov- 
ernment, praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean 
postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  petition  of  Hardy 
H.  Holstead  and  others,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  bounty  4and  law  so  as  to  give  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  all  who  served  in  the 
wars  of  the  United  States,  and  to  their  heirs; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  memorial  of  the  clerks 
and  other  employees  engaged  in  the  cKy  post 
office,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  compensation;  which  was 
referred  to  (he  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.TOUCEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  praying  a  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pest  Roads. 


Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Betsey  Whipple,  widow  of 
Stephen  Whipple,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  to  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  resolutions  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  the  eityof  Baltimore,  praying 
an  appropriation  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the 
establishment  ofjuvenile  reform  schools  and  houses 
of  refuge  in  the  several  States;  which  were  referred 
to  th£  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  F.  M. 
Weatherred,  jr.,  and  others,  praying  a  change  in 
the  mail  route  from  Grand  Ecore,  on  the  Red  river, 
Louisiana,  to  eastern  Texas;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  professing  the  Jewish  religion, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  procure 
for  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  every  creed,  a 
just  degree  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  while 
residing  or  traveling  in  foreign  countries;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

NBW  MAIL  ROUTES. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rttolned,  That  the  Committee  oo  the  Port  Office  and 
PoEit  Eoada  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ^zpediency  of 
MtaMishtng  tlie  rnjlowinginailroutef:  From  FortMadidon, 
tia  West  Piiiiit,  Big  Mount,  and  Ulica.  toKeosauqua,  Iowa; 
from  Fort  Madiaon,  pia  Franklin  and  Piimtose,  to  Farm 
ingtoD  I  rroiii  Maresgo,  by  Toledo,  to  Eldora ;  from  Cedar 
Fslla  to  Clear  Lalce. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD,  (Irom  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
James  L.  Collins,  praying  indemnity  for  property 
lost  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  for  services  as  se- 
cret and  confidential  agent  of  the  United  States, 
rendered  during  said  war,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was  ogived 
to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 
OriereS,  That  Jamea  L.  Collins  bave  leave  to  wilbdcaw 
bit  petition  and  papers. 

HENRT  CRONCHET. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  to  report  a  bill  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  Henry  Cronchey  for  extra  services.  This 
bill  is  reported  by  the  unanimous  direction  of  the 
committee,  and  as  it  is  a  small  matter,  I  hope  it 
will  be  put  upon  its  passage  now. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  allow  to  Henry  Cronchey  the 
sum  of  $1,000,  in  full  compensation  for  extra  ser- 
vices performed  in  the  office  of  the  United  States 
lection  at  London,  while  the  office  of  secretary 
of  legation  was  vacant,  between  December,  1852, 
and  AuguRi,  1853. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  Mr.  Cronchey  performed  all 
the  clerical  duties  of  secretary  of  legation  for 
nearly  six  months  while  that  office  was  vacant. 
The  subject  having  been  referred  to  Congress  from 
the  Department,  and  laid  before  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  the  committee  thought  it  was 
but  fair  he  sholild  have  this  compensation,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  the  salary  of  a  secretary  of  lega- 
tion. He  was  obliged  to  take  home  the  work  in 
extra  hours — the  writing  that  devolved  on  him 
aa  clerk  in  copying  the  dispatches  and  other  offi- 
cial notes — and  he  probably  labored  twice  the 
number  of  hours  that  he  would  otherwise  have 
been  called  upon  to  do.  The  salary  of  clerk  was 
but  t500  a  year.  This  will  gi/e  him  $1,000  for 
performing  all  the  clerical  duties  of  the  office  for 
six  months.  The  service  was  very  acceptably 
and  faithfully  performed;  and  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  thought  be  was  well  entitled 
to  this  small  amount. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  pasoed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRAN90I8  COUSIN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francois  Cousin  was 


read  a  second  time;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Sli- 
DELL,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  its  consideration. 


It  proposes  to  confirm  Fran9ois  Cousin  in  hia 
tlMe  to  all  those  parts  of  sections  twenty,  twenty- 
one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  twenty-four, 
twenty-five,'  twenty-six,  twenty-seven,  twenty- 
eight,  twenty-nine,  thirty-five,  and  thirty-six,  in 
township  eight  south,  of  range  twelve  east,  which 
are  included  within  the  limits  of  his  original  claim, 
filed  before  the  commissioner  to  adjust  private  land 
claims  in  Louisiana;  and  all  that  parcel  of  Innd 
described  as  section  forty,  in  township  eight  south, 
of  range  twelve  east,  and  section  thirty-seven,  in 
township  eight  south,  of  range  thirteen  east,  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  Louisiana;  and  a 
patent  is  to  be  issued  for  them. 

Francois  Cousin ,  Sen. , the  father  of  the  petitioner, 
about  the  year  1770,  settled  upon  and  cultivated  a 
tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  in  1785,  as  appears  by 
the  affidavit  of  the  late  surveyor  general  of  the 
Province,  he  presented  four  decrees  of  grants, 
which  were  recorded,  but  were  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1788.  He  continued  to  reside  upon  and  culti- 
vate the  lands  until  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
son,  since  his  death,  has  always  resided  upon  and 
cultivated  them.  The  claim  of  the  elder 'Cousin 
was  filed  with  the  commissioner  to  adjust  private 
land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  who,  in 
his  report,  classed  the  claims  among  the  anony- 
mous claims,  as  number  twenty-one,  and  which 
was  not  confirmed  by  the  commissioner,  and  recom-  ' 
mended  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  are  of 
opinion  that  the  antiquity  of  the  settlement,  and 
the  cultivation  of  the  land  claimed,  together  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  ctise,  warrant  Congress 
in  confirming  the  title. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  HOTEL,  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  and 
consider  the  bill  "to  incorporate  the  National 
Hotel  Company,  of  Washington  city,"  which 
was  some  time  since  reported  from  the  Committee 
ibr  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  is  designed  by 
this  company  to  build  a  hotel  worthy  of  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  nation.  It  will  be  an  extensive 
enterprise,  and  will  require  a  Itrger  capital  than 
individuals  separately  could  appropriate  to  such  an 
object.     It  will  lead  to  no  discussion,  I  presume. 

"The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  Geoif  e  H.  Calvert,  Charles  B. 
Calvert,  Roger  C.Weightman,  Philip  Otterback, 
John  Withers,  Richard  H,  Stuart,  and  Joseph 
Bryan,  and  those  who  may  hereafter  become 
members  of  the  company,  and  their  successors,  bs  . 
created  a  body-politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  National  Hotel  Company,  Wash- 
ington city.  The  company  is  empowered  to  hold, 
in  fee-simple,  lots  situated  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, 8,9, 10,  11,  13,  13,  and  parts  of  lots?  and 
14,  in  square  491,  on  the  plat  of  that  city,  upon 
which  are  now  erected  the  house  or  buildings  and 
appurtenances  known  and  denominated  as  the 
National  Hotel;  and  also  any  additional  lots  or 
parts  of  lots,  adjoining  that  said  property,  which 
may  be  hereafter  acquired.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  to  be  |500,000  to  be  divided  into 
five  thousand  shares  ol'  f  100  each. 

The  affairs  of  the  company  are  to  be  conducted 
by  9  president  and  six  directors,  to  be  eleeied  by 
the  stockholders,  and  they  may  exercise  all  the 
power  and  priviligrs  of  a  corporation  necesrary  or 
proper  to  promote  its  objects. 

There  being  no  amendment,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.' 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McEean,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  House  insisted  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  30th  of 
June,  1855;  insisted  on  their  amendment  to  the 
third  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  that  bill ;  agreed 
to  the  conference  asked  for  by  the  Senate  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses;  and  had  * 
appointed  Messrs.  QcoaoB  W.  Jokes,  of  Tennes> 
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m,  WiixuM  H.  Bus.BVLf  of  IllinoU,  and  Jobm 
O.  Datu,  of  Indiana,  as  managers  on  their  part. 

RECONSIDSRATION  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Senate  on  Tuesday 
passed  a  bill  to  annend  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to 
gram  the  ri'ht  of  preemption  to  certain  purch^s- 
ers  nnd  settlers  on  the  Maison  Rouge  Grant,  in 
the  event  of  the  final  adjudiMttinn  of  the  title  in 
fnvor  of  the  United  Slates."  It  was  discovered 
this  morning  that  there  is  a  defect  in  the  bill  as 
passed,  in  consequence  of  which  the  wrong  act 
IS  proposed  tn  be  extended  by  that  bill.  That  mis- 
take should  be  corrected ;  and  1  wish  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  waf 
assed  in  order  that  the  necsssajry  correction  may 
e  made.  This  is  the  last  day  on  which,  by  our 
rules,  the  reconsideration  can  be  moved.  The  bid 
is  now,  however,  on  the  Speaker's  table  in  the 
other  House;  and  i  wish  to  have  it  brou^t  back 
to  the  Senate.  Unless  it  be  sent  back  to-day,  be- 
fore the  House  adjourns,  I  cannot  move  to  recon^ 
aider.  I  move,  therefore,  now,  that  the  Secretary 
be  directed  to  request  th«  Hojuae  of  Repreaeota- 
tives  to  return  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  subsequently  received  from  the 
House  of  Kepreseutatives,  by  Ur.  McKe an,  Chief 
Clerk,  returning  the  bill  mentioned ,  in  accordance 
with  the  request  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  that  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  be  reconsidered,  and  I  aak  that 
the  motion  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  wiU  be  so  ent«<'«d. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  making  appropriations 
tor  the  current  and  continsent  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department,  and  for  nilfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1855. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  amendment 
which  I  have  to  offer  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  is  to  insert  under  the  "  miaeella- 
neous"  heading,  the  following: 

For  inrveying  and  marking  the  boiindsr;  lines  of  nieh 
tract  or  mwi*  of  iaix)  a>  may  be  provided  andar  Uw  atlpa- 
Istiora  of  the  amendmeoM  of  tti»  Senate  to  ihe  treaUee  of 
the  sad  or  July  and  5Ui  of  Auf  lut,  1851,  with  the  Sioos 
Indians,  •1,300; 

Fnr  eipciiHPs  of  ncKoUallnit  the  treaties  of  the  lOth  of 
September,  1653,  witb  ttae  Rogue  River  Indians,  and  of  Ihe 
igtta  of  Septenbiv,  IK53,  with  ths  Cow  Creek  band  of 
Unipqua  Indians,  SSiOOW. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  another  amendment 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  A  ffaini,  to  come  in 
at  the  end  of  the  second  section.  That  section 
provides  that  no  existing  provisions  of  law,  pre- 
scribing the  manner  in  which  payment  shall  be 
made  to  Indians,  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or 
contravene  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  Indian 
intercourse  act.  The  amendment  of  the  committee 
is  to  add  to  this  provision  the  following:  ' 
-  Or  to  pmbibit  Ihe  payment  of  any  claim  or  claims,  oiher 
than  those  of  agents  or  attorneys,  for  tana  Me  servirea  ren- 
dered lo  aay  Indian  nibe,  in  oases  tslMre  the  PraaMesi  msf 
•d)adae  suoli  aerviceii  neesaaary,  and  itae  clain  ur  elsims, 
tlierelar,Just  end  reasonable. 

Mr.  WALKER.  With  tlMaoquissoenes  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  I 
wish  to  have  a  slight  verbal  alteration  made  in  the 
amendment,  in  order  more  fully  to  carry  out  its 
design.  I  move  to  amend  it  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  attornevs"  the  words  "  for  claims."* 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  agree  to  the  propriety 
of ibaU 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  and  the  amendroent.as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  another  amend- 
'tnent  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  as  an 
additional  section) 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  Jartker  enabled,  That  Ihe  President 
be  authorized,  by  nnd  with  the  advice  and  connent  of  tbe 
Senate,  to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  Indian  aflktra  for 
tbn  Territory  nf  Utali,  who  sbail  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  ^2,000,  and  whose  dutv  it  shall  be  lo  exercise  a  general 
aut>erintendt;nceovnrthe  Indian  tribes  in  Utali,  and  to  exer* 
else  and  perform  alt  the  powers  and  daties  assigned  by  law 
10  other  suparinlendeats  of  Indian  affairs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    The  next  amendment  is 
to  add  an  additional  section: 
Baip.1.  ,4*dt«  <(/iirt*fr  oMiM,  Thaiseviislioruts 


act  to  establish  Ihe  territnrial  g<>veininent  of  Utah,  ap- 
proved fhb  Septetnber,  185U,  as  requires  tbe  Governor  of 
said  Territory  tn  perforn  the  duUes  of  superiutendeMt  of 
Indian  affaire,  and  autliorixes  bioi  to  receive  a  salary  there. 
f*>r,  in  adduion  lo  the  salary  allowed  for  his  Kervices  as  Got- 
eruor,  be  repealed,  and  that  the  Governor  of  said  Territory 
shall  liereaAt-r  receive  an  annual  salary  of  93^500. 

The  object  of  this  provision,  Mr.  President,  is 
merely  to  separate  the  duties  of  superintendent  of 
Indian  aflairs,  from  the  office  of  Governor  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah.  It  is  unnecessary,  probably,  to 
explain  the  considerations  which  baveinduceil  the 
committee  to  report  this  amendment.  They  are 
obvious  in  their  character,  and  such  as  will  sue- 
gest  themselves  to  the  Senate  at  a  glance.  We 
also  propose  to  make  provision  for  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  Governor,  in  consequence  of  the  sep- 
aration of  the  duties  of  superintendent  from  bis 
office,  a;id  to  make  his  salary  equal  lo  that  which 
we  now  allow  to  the  Governors  of  Washiogton 
and  Oregon,  who,  in  their  relations  to  our  coun- 
try, are  situated  about  as  remotely  and  inaccessi- 
bly, and  the  expenses  of  living  in  each  are  about 
the  same.  We  thouehl  it  just,  therefore,  to  al- 
low the  Executive  of  Utah  the  same  salary  as  the 
Governors  of  those  other  Territories.  The  main 
object  was  to  separate  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  from  those  of  the  Executive  of 
that  Territory. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  Utah.  1 
have  heard  no  special  reason  why  it  should  be  in- 
creased by  this  a/nendment.  The  ofHce  which  has 
heretofore  been  paid  ft&,500  as  Governor  and  as 
superintendent,  la  to  be  divided  into  two,  and  one 
is  to  be  paid  |3,S00  and  the  other  $3,000,  making 
(4,500  for  these  services.  Unless  the  chairman 
of  the  eommitiee  can  assign  some  good  reason  for 
it,  I  think  the  amendment  ought  to  b«  rejected. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Tbe  Senator,  I  imagine, 
is  mistaken  slightly  in  his  facts.  The  object  is 
only  to  give  to  tbe  Governor  of  Utah,  as  Gov- 
ernor, a  salary  of  |3,500,  in  consequence  of  the 
separation  of  these  duties.  He  now  receives  a 
salary  of  il, 500  as  Governor,  and  $1,500  as  su- 
perintendent. This  amendment  creaies  a  separate 
superintendent,  and  to  that  extent  it  docs  enlarge, 
of  course,  the  salary  of  one  of  the  offices.  Butit 
will  be  recollected  that  the  Senate  yesterday,  in 
providing  for  the  safary  of  the  Executive  of  Min- 
nesota, in  just  such  a  contingency  as  this,  allowed 
a  salary  of  $2,560.  In  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
bill,  latdy  passsd  by  this  body,  the  same  salary 
was  allowed  to  the  Governors  of  those  two  Tcr- 
ritortes,  and  in  those  eases  the  duties  of  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  aAira  were  separated  from  those 
of  the  Executive.  We  allow  to  the. Governor  of 
Oregon,  w4ios«  duties  are  separated  from  those  of 
Indian  superintendent,  the  same  salary,  |3,500. 
By  this  amendment,  therefore,  we  but  preserve 
the  same  analogy  in  reference  to  the  salary  of  this 
officer,  which  has  already  been  established  as  to 
the  salaries  of  four  other  territorial  Governors 
where  the  office  of  superintendent  is  not  connected 
with  the  ofBce  of  Governor,  it  simply  allows 
him,  in  this  case,  a  Mmilor  salary  as  is  allowed  in 
the  others. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  offer  the  following, 
as  an  additional  section: 

Ssc.  S.  Jud  ie  UJuTlher  matted.  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  required  to  cause  to  tw 
fuldlledibesiipulalionsof  Ihe  ninth  and  tenth  articles  of 
the  treaty  Willi  llie  Bsea  and  Poxes,  and  ether  tribe*  of  In- 
dians, eoncludad  ou  Ike  ISth  of  July,  1830,  by  causing  said 
reserved  traots  to  be  surveyed  and  allotted  to  Ihe  persons 
properly  entitled  to  the  same,  in  fee  simple,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  under  such  rules  and  regulaliona  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe ;  and,  to  defray  tbe  expenses  of  the  same,  there  be, 
and  is  hereby,  appropriated  the  sum  of  $10,932  90. 

The  object  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  President, 
is  simply  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the 
ninth  and  tenth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1630,  made 
with  some  five  or  six  different  bands  of  Indians, 
which  have  never  yet  been  fulfilled.  The  purport 
of  those  articles  requires  the  setting  apart,  by  the 
United  States,  of  reserves,  one  upon  the  Missouri, 
and  the  other  upon  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the 
ordinary  form  of  Indian  reservations, for  theuse  of 
their  nations.  It  was  stipulated  that  the  President, 
at  any  future  time,  might  survey  off  the  country, 
and  allot  in  severalty  to  the  half  breeds,  reserva- 
tions not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
each.  Circumstances  have  heretefore  prevented 
t(t4«wryii){  into  ^setof  that stipulatiofi.  .  In  tbe 


mean  tine  the  land  which  was  regarded  as  fixe4 
for  the  reservation,  has  been  settled  upon  by  large 
numbers  of  white  settlers  from  the  Stales,  who  are 
occupying  the  best  lands,  and  all  the  most  valu- 
able sites,  commercial  and  otherwise,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, until  the  Indiana  themselves  have  becoma 
alarmed,  and  justly  alarmed,  at  tlie  prospect  that 
the  absorption,  by  settlement,  of  the  Unas  by  the 
white  population,  will  soon  leave  them  notliingotit 
of  which  the  treaty  stipulations  can  be  performed. 

The  period  of  thp  fulfillment  of  this  treaty  haa 
been  postponed  until  the  very  last  moment,  and 
the  Indiana  now  allege,  and  I  think  with  very 
great  justice,  that  the  treaty  stipulations  should 
be  performed.  If  we  concur  in  tbe  amendment 
of  the  committee,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  survey  the  country,  and  allot  off  the  reser- 
vations sccordine  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
and  dispose  of  tne  residue  of  the  land  according 
to  existing  laws.  The  estimate  of  the  amount  n»- 
cessary  for  this  purpose  has  been  made,  upon  a 
basis  suggested  by  the  Land  Office,  and  is  in  strict 
accordance  witl>  Che  views  of  tbe  Indian  deport 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  amendment  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  is  to  add  the 
following  two  additional  sections: 

Sec.  A.  ^rul he  U  further  enadei.  That  Ihe  President  of 
the  United  Slates  be,  and  l)e  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  two 
Indian  agents  fnr  the  Indians  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
in  addiUon  lo  iha  eleven  provided  fur  by  the  fourUi  sectioa 
of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
current  and  continssnIexpenseH  of  the  Indian  department,'* 
flic,  approved  February  27,  11^1 ;  one  Indian  aeent  for  the 
Indians  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  in  addition  to  the 
four  provided  for  by  the  Adh  sectios  of  tbe  same  act;  and 
fuch  number  of  Indian  agents  not  exceeding  three,  as  be 
may  deem  expedient,  for  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Territory 
of  Washinstnn. 

Hec.7.  .And  ieii/urlAerenoctei,  Thai  Ike  agapts  appoint- 
ed under  the  provifiaiisofthe  flrsi-vectlOD  of  this  act  shallj 
before  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offlccs, 
give  bond  in  sucii  penalties,  and  with  such  cnnditiom.  ana 
security,  aa  the  Prasideator  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
may  require.  Tkey  akall  bold  their  nlilces  respecUvaly  for 
the  term  of  four  years,  and  shall  receive  so  anoiial  aslkiy  of 
9l,S(K)each. 

I  will  explain  to  the  Senate  the  n«;e«titiea  of 
tbe  services  which  'equire  the  appointmeaW  of 
these  different  agents.  There  ore  six  asked  for  by 
the  Department,  three  of  whioh,  in  the  first  place, 
ore  for  the  Territory  of  Waahingtan.  This  is  sim- 
ply to  supply  the  omission  in  the  act  sntablishing 
the  territorial  government  of  Washington,  in  con- 
saqneDoe  of  which  there  was  no  provision'  made 
for  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents  for  that  Ter- 
ritory at  idt.  Uauolly  it  is  the  osae,  that  the  In- 
dian agents  ore  provided  for  as  often  as  we  create 
territorial  govemmenia  for  our  distant  poseesstooa. 
For  what  reason  the  omission  took  place,  I  era 
unable  to  say.  There  are,  however,  provided  at 
this  time,  three  Indian  agents  for  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  containing  a  liiUe  more  |Mpalation,  and 
about  tbe  same  area  as  the  Territory  of  Wash- 
ington, while  there  ore  none  for  the  latter  Terri- 
tory. In  addition  to  this,  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
is  furnished  with  a  euperititeadent  separated  from 
tbe  office  of  GoVemor,  while  in  Washington  the 
office  of  superintendent  ukI  that  of  GoTcmor  ore 
lodged  in  the  same  person.  To  this  extent  it 
disquolifiea  even  tbe  superintendent,  who  is  the 
only  Indian  officer  provided  for  thatT«rritory,from 
performii^;  the  dutiss. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  geography  of  Washington  Territoiy, 
that  it  is  sepaiWd  mto  three  great  natural  divw- 
ions,  and  there  ore  si9>poaed  to  be  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  tnilians  within  its  limits.  The 
Indians  in  tbeae  tbiee  geegniDhieel  divisions  have 
entirely  different  h«btts,  ono  neoseaarily  require 
on  agent  to  attend  particularly  to  the  wants  of 
each.  I  eon  see  great  reason  therefore  for  estab- 
lishing three  Indun  agentnin  Washington  Terri- 
tory, because  it  only  puts  tbal  on  a  footing  with 
our  other  Territories. 

The  MMilionol  agent  for  the  Tettritory  of  New 
Mexico  is  asked  for,  in  order  to  have  him  aa> 
signsd  to  the  Pueblo  Indians,  an  extensive  claM, 
with  whom  our  relations  at  this  time  are  very  in- 
teresting. It  is  doubted  whether  they  belong  to 
that  class  of  Indiana,  with  whom  we  ore  enabled 
to  treat  as  independent  nations.  The  present 
bill  however  contains  seveml  generous  provisfon* 
for  presenting  them  sgricultural  implsmsnts,  and 
wicb  other  Mtwts*  a*  ore  Miitad  for  th«ir  adwie* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ISSil. 


tufi  ooNoftis^o»AL  atom. 


fOOK 


lo  civilizntion,  and  giving  thhn  fixed  agricnltaral 
habits.  If  it  ia  thoaght  proper  to  e«tablisli  and 
mnintain  friendly  relations  with  these  Indians  at 
alli  it  is  no  doubt  necessary  that  we  siionld  estab- 
lish  an  agency  for  them. 

Tl»e  other  two  Indian  agents  proposed  to  be 
appointed  are  asked  for  by  the  Departrnent,  to  be 
located  in  the  vast  territory  lying  between  the 
Red  river  apon  the  south,  the  British  possessions 
upon  the  north,  thsgreetchain  of  theStony  Mount- 
Una  upon  the  west,  and  the  States  bordering 
upon  the  Mississippi  river  on  the  east.  Any  one 
who  will  think  for  a  minute  of  the  vast  extent  of 
that  country,  the  great  numbers  of  Indian  tribe* 
who  wander  over  it,  and  then  will  consider  the 
fcct  that  we  have  but  two  Indian  agents,  who  trav- 
erse that  immense  range  of  country,  to  maintaih 
friendly  relations  with  all  these  Indians,  and  dis- 
burse payments  of  provisions  and  money  under 
thedinerent  treaties  with  them,  will  see  thot  the 
task  imposed  on  these  two  agents  is  one  which  it 
is  absolutely  physically  impossible  for  them  to 
perform.  One  agent  will  be  required  upon  the 
Arkansas  river  alone,  and  another  upon  the  Platte, 
and  it  will  take  at  least  two  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  agents  with  the  immense  number  of  tribes  ex- 
tending from  Minnesota  Territory  to  the  dividing 
ridge  bet  ween  Washington  Territory  and  theplains 
lying  east  of  it. 

The  Department  is  not  without  ample  and  suf- 
ficient information  in  making  this  recommend- 
ation. Last  year,  when  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was 
required  to  go  out  and  pay  the  Indian  annuities 
which  had  been  providetl  under  the  treaty  of  Fort 
Laramie,  it  required  a  journey  of  several  months 
from  the  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  up  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Missouri,  to  visit  the  different 
tribes  with  whom  we  had  treaty  relations,  and  to 
\rhom  he  had  to  make  disbursements.^  It  does 
appear  to  roe  that,  considering  the  number  of  In- 
dians in  that  region,  and  the  vast  extent  of  coun- 
try over  which  our  Indian  %entB  have  to  travel, 
and  our  diversified  relations  ^ith  these  Indians,  h 
is  utterly  impossible  that  two  agents  can  perform 
that  service.  I  am  more  Certain  that  this  portion 
of  the  amendment  ought  to  bcadopted  than  either 
of  Us  other  previsions,  but  I  am  pretty  well  con- 
vinced that  all  of  these  agents  have  become  neces- 
iary  for  the  service. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  desire  to  ask  my  fKend^  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affarrs,  a 
question  in  relation  to  his  statement  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  appointing  three  new  agents  for  the 
Territory  of  Washington.  As  I  understood  him, 
he  intimated  that  there  was  some  propriety  in 
having  an  equal  number  in  Washington  and  Ore-' 
gon.  There  have  been  three  heretofore  appointed 
in  Oregon,  and  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if  one 
of  those  there  is  not  a^ent  fbr  the  tribes  that  are 
now  said  to  be  located  in  the  Territory  of  Wash- 
ington, west  of  the  Cascade  range;  and  whether 
that  would  not  make  some  difference  in  the  neces- 
■ity  of  appointing  three?  The  honorable  Senator 
stated  that,  inasmuch  as  there  were  three  for  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  there  Would  be  some  pro- 
priety in  giving  the  same  number  to  Washington. 
There  are  some  twenty.thonsand  Indians  in  Wash- 
ington Territory,  I  believe,  atid  most  of  them 
roam  over  the  eastern  part  of  it,  between  the 
Rocky  Mountains  end  the  Cascade  range. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  can  answer  the  honor- 
able Senator.  The  three  Indian  agents  now  in 
Oregon  are  all  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  for  Oregon,  and  their 
operations  are  confined  entirely  to  that  Territory. 
Mr.  BELL.  That  was  not  the  question. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  There  are  none  in  Wash- 
ington, except  some  agents  who  have  been  em- 
ployed by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for 
Washington,  taking  upon  himself  the  responst- 
biiity  of  employing  them  under  the  special  neeea- 
•ities  of  the  case,  and  for  whom  provision  is  made 
in  this  bill;  but,  by  law,  there  are  none  at  all  in 
Washington. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  know  that  that  is  so  by  the 
terms  of  the  lawtechnically;  but,  when  theseagents 
«ere  appointed ,  was  not  one  of  them  for  the  tribes, 
or  remnants,  or  fragments  of  tribes,  around  Puget's 
Sound  ?  When  we  had  settlements  forming  there 
in  Washington  Territory,  it  was  thoaght  neces- 
sary to  have  an  Indian  agent.  Now,  as  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  superintendent  in  Oregon,  I  pre- 
sume that  can  be  rem<><licd  by  extending  thesnper- 
inteadsaoy  to  Wasbingloii.  ThM  is  anMrerea  by 


the  suggestion  that  the  Oovemor  of  "Washington 
has  the  superinlendency  of  Indian  affairs.  Then, 
there  co^ld  bean  agetrt  for  Washington  Territory 
taken  firom  those  who  were  appointed  for  Oregon 
Territory,  while  Washington  formed  a  part  of  Ore- 
gon Territory;  and  the  proper  amendment  would 
be  to  transfer  the  jurisdiction  of  that  agency  to  the 
Governor  of  Washington. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  imagine  there  is  ample 
use  for  all  the  Indian  agents  who  are  already  in 
Oregon.  They  have  made  several  treaties  in  Ore- 
gon, but  none  have  been  made  in  Washington  at 
all.  In  Washington,  the  personnel  of  the  Indian 
department  consists  of  the  superintendent  with- 
9Ut  any  agent  or  sub-agents.  There  is  no  agent 
or  sub-agent  now  on  Puget's  Sound.  Gsvernor 
Stevens  says  it  is  an  unexplored  country. 

Mr.  BELL.  Settlements  south  ofPuget's  Sound. 
I  r^ly  do  not  know  bow  far  our  settlements 
extend. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator, 
that  in  my  opinion  thereis  ample  necessity  fortht 
appointment  of  three  agents  at  this  time. 

Mr.  BELL.    Well. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Department  asked 
for  the  appointment  of  a  number  not  exceeding 
three.  I  presume  that  at  this  time  one  agent  would 
be  sufficient  for  the  country  between  the  Pacific 
and  the  Cascade  range;  and  another  among  the 
Flatheads  along  the  eastern  range  of  mountains 
would  be  sufficient.  There  are  no  wanderini; 
tribes  in  Oregon  except  those  near  the  mountains; 
the  others  are  stationary,  having  their  fixed  dwell- 
ings or  lodges. 

The  amendmeat  was  agreed  lo, 

Mr,  SEBASTIAN,  I  offto  the  fbllowing 
amend  ment: 

For  defraytnt  the  npenMs  ofwitiMMei,  nmrabal,  atMr- 
ney,  notary,  inlerpreter*,  and  fliattonery,  ftnd  fbr  aipf' 
ini;  evidence  in  the  Invenigstion  ofUie  ofllcial  conduct  of 
Alextnder  Raomay,  of  Minnesota,  ^790. 

That  item,  and  several  which  will  follow,  are  the 
same  as  the  amendment  which  was  under  discus- 
sion yesterday,  with  the  exception  that  they  leave 
out  wie  item  embracing  the  compensation  for 
Governor  Gorman,  and  provide  only  for  the  ne- 
cessary expenses,  the  fees  of  witnesses,  tb«  ex- 
penses of  interpreters,  and  of  marshals  for  the 
service  of  processes,  &c.  They  are  estimated  for 
by  the  Department,  and  are  recoanmended.  Ths 
item  which  wim  exceptionable  was  separated  from 
these  which  are  estimated  for,  and  are  now  recon- 
mended  by  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  item  ia  the  fM- 
lowing: 

For  the  wrvicaa  oTEobert  A.  Matthews,  flir  eopylnf  tile 
proceeding*  and  evidence  In  eald  Investiitfition,  ondf  r  the 
emptnynient  ofSichaH  M.  Towig,  one  of  the  commlnlon- 
en,«tte. 

This  item  is  not  embraced  in  the  last  estimate, 
but  an  additional  estimate  is  sent  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior.  At  the  time  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  commission  were  settled,  the 
papers  in  regard  to  this  claim  were  for  some  time 
mislaid,  and  it  was  not  paid.  We  have  them 
now  upon  hand,  and  the  itmendmeht  is  oflTered  to 
meet  the  claim.  On  the  i-eturn  of  Judge  Toung, 
one  of  the  commissionera,  to  this  place,  and  after 
he  had  ceased  to  draw  pay  as  commission^,  he 
employed  a  clerk  to  copy  all  the  evidence,  to 
transcribe  it,  and  prepare  it  in  due  form.  It  was  a 
service  which  I  think  was  well  worth  the  money 
which  is  asked  for  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  desire  simply  to  remark 
that  I  hope  we  shall  get  through  with  this,  and 
that  we  will  not  again  repeat  the  experiment  upon 
which  thi  expenditure  ia  founded.  Lastyearthe 
Senate  undertook  to  request  the  President,  With- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  other  House,  to  enter 
into  the  investigation  which  led  to  all  this  expense. 
The  Department  of  the  Interior  seemed  to  think 
that,  as  it  was  dorie  by  order  of  the  Senate,  it 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate;  and  I  believe  a  portion  of  the  expenses — 
Judge  Young'  compensation — was  so  paid.  This 
all  snows  the  anomalous  sort  of  legislation  into 
which  we  have  been  led.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
except  for  the  expenses  of  the  Senate  itself,  this 
body  and  the  President  together  have  no  right  to 
incur  liabilities  fbr  the  United  Slates.  We  have 
authorized  this  to  be  done.  We  had  better  pay 
this  gentleman ,  and  repeat  the  precedent  no  more. 

Mtk  OH  A8E.   1  trould  intjuire  of  the  ch&irman 


of  die  CoMMittee  on  Indian  Affairs  iTthls  is  not  h 
private  claim?  and  if  it  be  such,  I  suggest  that  it 
is  not  competent  fbr  it  to  be  oBWed  us  an  amend- 
ment to  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  apprehend  that  it  is  not 
more  a  p'rivaw  claim  than  the  payment  of  wit- 
nesses, marshals,  and  others  who  were  engaged 
in  this  examination.  We  have  agreed  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  other  persons  engaged  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  commission.  This  claim  ought  to 
have  been,  uid  would  have  been,  paid  by  thit 
Department,  if  the  f^inds  had  been  sufficient;  and 
we  Sre  now  supplying  the  deficiency.  It  is  for 
services  rendered  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate;  and  I  may  say  ihM  this  ia  a  reason- 
able and  necessary  expenditure,  and  the  expendi- 
tures incurred  by  the  commission  do  not  amount 
to  anything  very  alarming.  Th*  fact  that  I  have 
been  ctVmpelled  to  present  these  items  in  detail,  on 
account  of  the  objection  yesterday,  has  made  them 
(ippear  much  larger  than  they  otherwise  would. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  claims  of  every  kind,  and 
every  expense  attendant  upon  the  investigation, 
exceed  yS.OOO.  It  is  certainly  a  very  small 
amount,  compared  with  the  expense  of  some  in- 
vestigations which  have  been  entered  into. 

Mr.  CtlASE.  I  submit  the  question  to  the 
Chair,  whether  this  is  not  a  private  claim  f  t  do 
not  understand  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Arkansas  to  be,  that  the  claim  is  in 
consequence  of  any  special  appropriation  made 
heretofore.  There  was  a  resolution  directing  the 
President  to  cause  a  certain  investigation  to  be 
made,  and  this  is  one  of  the  items  of  the  claim 
made  in  consequence  of  that  resolution.  But  there 
has  been  no  appropriation  made  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  resolution;  hence  I  submit  th< 
question  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senatorfrom 
Ohio  that  this  arises  out  of  the  anomalous  naturA 
Of  the  prrtceedings  attendant  upon  this  investiga- 
tion. The  Senate  had  no  right  to  authorize  the 
President  to  cause  the  investigation  to  be  made, 


unless  it  meant  to  pay  for  the  expenses  out  of  the 
contingent  fund.  The  question  has  arisen  in  re- 
gard to  thaf;  and  it  seems  to  me  tnat  the  best  way 
would  be  to  dispose  of  it,  settle  the  claim  in  thi4 
bill,  abd,  as  I  said  before,  repeat  the  experiment 
no  more.  I  think  that  probably  we  did  depart 
from  ourpowers  in  authorizing  any  snch  expend- 
iture to  be  incurred,  unless  it  was  something  tliiit 
came  properly  within  the  range  of  the  appropria- 
tion  fbr  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHASE.  My  desire  was  to  adhere  tb  the 
rules  of  the  Senate  in  our  legislation.  By  unani- 
mous consent  these  rules  can  be  dispensed  with^ 
and  I  certainly  have  no  wish  to  interpose  any 
oMection  to  this. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  very  anxious  to  pre- 
eerve  that  rule,  but  I  merely  suggest  that  Ihia 
arises  out  of  theanomalons  nature  of  the  proceed" 
ing  which  authorizes  the  payment  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHASE.     I  acquiesce.  • 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER, <Mr.  BaioMtift 
the  chair.)  The  Chair  is  under  the  impression  that 
the  expenditure  arose  under  a  resniotion  of  the 
Senkle.  The  qaestion  is  on  the  adoption  Of  tH* 
amendment. 

The  amendment  Was  wreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    The  next  item  Is: 

For  paying  tte  eipemes  and  ftei  nr  witRenes  mnmoned 
In  mid  ittveMisaUnn  by  the  Uailrd  Slates,  at  the  Instmoa 
of  Alexander  Esmny,  f3!i0. 

That  is  also  one  of  the  items  of  expenses  at- 
tendant on  ihia  investigation.  It  is  for  the  ex- 
penses of  witnesses  wlra  were  sommoned  by  the 
united  States,  at  the  instancs  of  the  respondent. 
Governor  Ramsay,  in  this  investigation;  and  I 
suppose  that  the  Uovernment  incurs  precisely  the 
same  obligation  to  pay  them  as  it  does  to  pay  those 
who  were  summoned  in  behalf  of  the  United 
Slates. 

This  investtgatlbn  did  not  take  the  form  of  a 
suit  or  indictment,  making  the  party  a  defendant, 
but  the  whole  object  was  to  ascertain  the  circum- 
stances in  regard  to  theconduct  of  Governor  Ram- 
say; and  I  presume  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  persons 
whom  Governor  Ramsay  called  for  the  purpose 
.of  eliciting  truth  on  his  side,  as  to  pay  those  who 
were  summoned  directly  by  the  nersons  employed 
lo  investigate  the  transaction.  The  object  of  the 
commiasioneni  mm  to  asceriAin  whether  there  wn 
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palpable  roiaeonduci  on  the  part  of  lh«  officer;  and 
It  was  their  duty  to  ascertain  his  innocence,  if  he 
waa  innocent;  and  it  was,  therefore,  due  to  him  to 
summon  his  witnesses,  I  can  see  no  difference  at 
all  in  the  obligation  to  pay  each  set  of  witnesses, 
and  for  that  reason,  at  the  suggestion  of  Governor 
Ramsay,  we  have  offered  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STUA  RT.  I  will  incjuire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  ihia  is  recommended? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  No,  air;  it  ia  not  recom- 
mended, 

Mr,  STUART.  If  I  understand,  then,  it  is  not 
offered  by  direction  of  the  Department.  I  voted 
yesierday  against  another  part  of  this  proceeding, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  the  whole  question  was 
turned  over  by  the  Senate  to'the  Executive  de- 
partment for  investigation.  I  will  vote  to  pay  just 
as  much  money  as  uie  Executive  department  will 
recommend,  and  not  on*  dollar  more.  We  are 
now  taking  upon  ourselves  precisely  what  was  the 
worst  part  of  the  subject  wnich  we  turned  over  to 
the  President.  He  has  made  the  investigation,  and 
reported  it;  but  refuses  to  recommend  the  payment 
of  certain  claims.  The  Senate  are  now  asked  vol- 
untarily to  pay  them,    I  cannot  agree  to  it, 

Mr,  SEBASTIAN.  I  desire  to  correct  the 
Senator  in  a  very  important  part  of  his  statement. 
The  Executive  did  not  refuse  to  entertain  these 
claims.  He  recommended  the  payment  of  every 
one  which  had  been  presented  to  him.  The  com- 
missioner recommeoaed,and  did  certify  to  certain 
expenses;  but  they  led  out  the  expenses  of  wit- 
nesses for  the  respondent,  or  defendant,  in  the 
case,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  there  was 
nothing  before  the  Department  upon  which  it 
could  act,  and  the  matter  has  never  been  before  it. 
It  was  introduced  to  the  committee,  and  we  have 
thought  proper  to  make  provision  for  the  appro- 
priation of  |350  to  cover  the  expenses  of  wit- 
nesses summoned  on  behalf  of  Governor  Ramsay. 
The  amount  was  considered  to  be  amply  sufficient, 
and  the  committee  think  that  it  oukui  to  be  paid, 
I  think  it  better,  in  this  matter,  that  we  should 
follow  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, This  is  the  last  of  the  items  of  expendi- 
ture arising  from  that  investigation.  We  had 
better  make  the  appropriation;  and  I  concur  with 
the  Senator  most  heartily  that  we  should  hereafter 
refuse  any  more  such  investigations  by  the  Senate; 
but  I  think,  as  we  have  ordered  this  investiga- 
tion, and  it  has  been  had  in  good  faith;  as  just 
and  necessary  expenses  haveoeen  incurred,  it  is 
best  not  to  insist  upon  too  close  an  adherence  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  excluding  one  class  of  witnesses  and 
paying  all  the  others. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  There  is  one  other  amend- 
ment which  I  have  to  offer  under  the  direction  of 
the  committee,  but  I  wish,  before  doing  so,  to 
obtain  some  information  from  the  Department  in 
regard  to  tt.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  offer  any  more 
at  present,  as  chairman  of  the  committee.  There 
ate  some  other  members  who  have  amendments, 
which  they  will  offer  on  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr,  TOOMBS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

810.  7.  .<ii<i  he  U  further  tnaded.  Thai  tbs  ram  of 
$3.50,000,  or  no  much  inereorafi  may  be  necessary,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  pay  to  persons  entitled 
10  receive  the  same,  the  sums  ascertained  by  agents  ap- 
pofmed  by  the  authority  or  the  second  section  of  tlie  act 
makiiiK  apprnprinllnns  for  the  current  and  cnntinftent  ex- 
penses or  the  [ndian  department,  approved  March  9,1837. 
o  he  duf  the  individuals,  their  iieirs  and  assigns,  and 
whose  names  are  set  forth  irfthe  report  of  said  commission- 
ers, tranf  milled  to  Congress  on  the  a7lli  of  January,  )t<a8, 
for  spoliations  of  the  Creels  Indians,  excepting  those  whose 
Claiiut  have  been  heretofore  paid  by  the  United  States, 

Mr,  HUNTER,  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress this  was  decided  to  be  a  private  claim.  It 
IS  an  old  claim  for  spoliations  by  the  Creeks  in 
1836  and  1837. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  do  not  know  anything  of 
the  decision  referred  to,  but  I  think  I  can  show, 
upon  the  Senator's  own  principles,  if  such  a  de- 
cision was  made,  that  it  was  wrong.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  state  the  class  of  cases  in  the  amendment, 
that  the  Senate  may  see  whether  it  comes  within 
their  rules.  I  submit  to  the  Senate  that  the  amend- 
ment comes  within  the  rule  for  two  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  certainly  within  the  principle 
of  the  words  of  the  intercourse  aet  of  1834,  by 
which  the  United  SlAtes  guarantied  to  pAy  claim- 


ants who  had  been  injured  by  Indian  spoliations, 
and  to  ultimately  indemnify  them  against  all  such 
losses.  In  the  second  plac«„the  Congress  of  1836 
passed  an  act  directing  the  President  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  senif  to  the  country  to  take  tes- 
timony of  the  amount  of  the  claim,  which  they 
did,  and  subsequently  that  report  came  to  Con- 
grei<8.  Now,  the  Committee  on  Finance,  unless 
they  have  the  exclusive  right  of  violating  therules 
of  the  Senate,  have  put  in  the  bill  an  amendment 
meeting  a  case  beyond  this  principle,  and  most 
assuredly  covering  it.  On  their  recommendation , 
the  following  amendment  waa  made  to  the  bill: 

"  For  payment  of  balance  found  due  the  Creek  Indians 
for  losses  sustained  during  the  war  wiili  Great  Britain,  by 
that  portion  of  the  tribe  who  were  friendly  to,  and  co- 
operated with,  the  United  Stales,  In  addition  10  the  appro- 
priation of  the  aoui  of  August,  le&S,  $358  10," 

Now,  unless  the  Senator  can  show  that  the 
friendly  Indians  in  the  war  of  1813  are  entitled  to 
better  privileges  under  the  order  of  this  Govern- 
ment than  those  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  were 
guarantied  payment  for  losses  on  account  of  In- 
dian depredations,  certainly  he  is  estopped  from 
objecting  to  this  amendment,  because,  in  his 
opinion,  it  violates  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  The 
clause  which  I  have  read,  is  an  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  They  have  made  three 
or  four  of  the  same  sort,  but  that  is  conclusive 
and  direct  upon  the  point,  without  any  law,  and 
without  the  accounts  having  been  adjusted  by 
authority  of  the  Government,  That  amendment, 
which  the  Senate  has  put  on  this  bill,  on  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
covers  all  this  ground ,  and  more  besides. 

But  I  say,  that  it  being  within  the  intercourse 
aet  of  1834,  it  has  been  the  uniform  rule  of  the 
Government  to  make  annual  appropriations  when- 
ever they  were  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing for  those  spoliations.  If  you  object  to  it 
because  it  is  a  private  claim,  on  the  ground  that 
money  will  be  paid  to  individuals,  the  same  objec- 
tions may  be  made  to  the  appropriations  in  your 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  They  are 
paid  to  somebody;  but  under  this  general  law  of 
1834 — and  that  was  but  one  of  a  cleiss  commencing 
in  1790,  to  pay  for  spoliations  committed  on  the 
settlements  by  the  Indians — Congress  has  made 
annual  appropriations  wherever  a  case  has  been 
brought  to  its  notice  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  where  there  was  money  due  under  that 
act,  which  was  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontiers,"  To  settle  this  point 
of  order,  I  will  read  the  seventeenth  section  of  the 
act: 

"  See,  17,  ^nd  he  U  further  ettaded,  Thai  If  any  Indian 
or  Indians,  belonging  to  any  tribe  in  amjly  with  the  United 
States,  shall,  within  the  Indian  country,  take  or  destroy  the 
property  of  any  person  lawfully  within  such  country,  or 
shall  pass  from  tlie  Indian  country  Into  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory inhainted  by  citizens  of  Uie  United  States,  and  there 
take,  steal,  or  destroy  any  hnrae,  horaea, or  other  pniperty, 
belonging  to  any  citizen  or  iahabitsnt  of  the  United  States, 
such  citizen  or  lnhat»ltani,  hia  repreeentative,  attorney,  or 
agent  may  make  application  to  the  prfiper  superintendent, 
agent,  or  sub  ogent,  who,  upon  beini;  furnished  with  the 
necessary  documents  and  proofs,  shall,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President,  make  application  to  llie  nation  or  tribe  to 
which  said  Indian  or  Indians  shall  belong  for  satisfaction  ; 
and  if  sucli  nation  or  tribe  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make 
BatlsHiclion  in  a  reasonable  lime,  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendent,  agent, 
or  suti-agent  to  make  return  of  bis  doings  to  ihe  Comniis- 
aioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  such  further  steps  may  be 
taken  as  ahall  be  proper.  In  Ihe  opinion  of  the  Fresident, 
to  obtain  saiisfliclion  for  Ihe  injury," 

The  President  brought  this  subject  before  Con- 
gress; and  upon  his  recommendation  they  author- 
ized him  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  ascer- 
tain the  damages,  in  a  more  formal  way,  really, 
than  ordinarily.    Then  the  act  goes  on: 

"And,  in  the  mean  time,  in  respect  to  the  property  fo 
taken,  stolen,  or  destroyed,  tlie  United  Slates  guaranty  to 
the  party  ao  injured,  an  eventual  indeniniScation," 

Under  this  act  of  1834 — and  it  is  but  one  of  a 
cllss  amendatory  of  various  acts  to  the  same  pur- 
pose, commencing  in  1790 — Congress  uniformly, 
whenever  these  spoliations  existed,  have  put  tn 
the  regular  appropriation  bills,  appropriations  for 
their  payment;  therefore,  I  say,  tnisia  distinguish- 
able from  any  class  of  private  claims.  It  is  to 
carry  out  an  existing  law,  and  it  is  to  appropriate 
a  sum  specified  and  ascertained  under  the  law. 
Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  President, 
under  the  provisinnsof  that  act  of  1834,  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  claims.  The 
claims  have  been  passed  by  the  Senate  once— 


I  before  I  became  a  member  of  it,  aa  some  of  my 
seniors  here  will  recollect — and  most  certainly  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  is  estopped,  by  the  amend- 
ment to  which  I  have  referred,  from  objecting  to 
this,  unless  he  can  show  that  the  friendly  Indians, 
who  were  injured  by  the  hostile  Indians,  and  to 
compensate  whom  we  were  bound  by  no  law,  but 
under  the  general  principles  of  equity,  they  having 
appealed  to  the  United  States  for  payment,  are  to  bo 
a  more  favored  class  in  the  legislative  halls  than 
our  own  fellow-citizens,  who  were  robbed  and 
plundered  by  these  same  Indians. 

I  refrain,  for  the  present,  from  going  into  the 
justice  of  the  claim;  but  in  regard  to  the  point  of 
order,  this  amendment  is  certainly  more  proper 
than  one  for  paying  Indians  which  has  not  the 
same  sanction  of  law  as  this,  I  suppose  that 
other  committees  have  as  much  right  in  tne  Senate 
as  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  that  what  is 
out  of  order  with  the  others  is  out  of  order  with 
them,  I  do  not  know  any  prescriptive  right  which 
the  Committee  on  Finance  have  to  violate  the  rules 
of  the  Senate,  which  is  not  possessed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  whose  organ  ■  am, 

Mr,  HUNTER,  The  question  happens  to 
have  been  decided  by  the  Senate,  It  does  not  rest 
upon  the  Senator  from  Georgia  or  myself.  On 
this  precise  amendment  the  question  was  raised; 
and  upon  the  question:  "Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  ?" — 
the  Chair  deciding  the  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order  under  this  rule  in  relation  to  private  claims — 
the  vote  was — ^yeas  19,  nays  22;  so  that  it  was 
ruled  out  of  order  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  BELL.     What  is  the  daU  of  that  > 

Mr,  HUNTER,  March  3,  1853.  That  is 
sufficient  for  me. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    Read  the  names. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Was  it  not  previously 
decided  otherwise? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  find  it  stated  otherwise  in 
the  Globe.  I  find  tfiat  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware [Mr.  Batard]  stated  that  it  bad  been  de- 
cided otherwise;  but  when  the  vote  was  referred  to, 
it  was  found  that  twenty  were  for  ruling  it  oat  of 
order,  and  sixteen  in  favor  of  it.  On  the  debate 
afterwards,  it  was  suggested  by  some  gentlemen 
that  it  rested  upon  ihetiuestion  whether  a  member 
of  the  committee  had  the  right  to  offer  it  without 
instructions  from  the  committee,  or  whether  it 
must  come  from  the  committee  itself.  I  have  not 
examined  that  decision,  in  order  to  see  how  it 
stood;  the  Senator,  however,  who  referred  to  it, 
said  that  the  vote  was  upon  the  question  of  order; 
but  it  is  enough  for  me  that  the  subject  was  be- 
"fore  us  in  18^,  on  this  distinct  question, and  that 
the  Senate  decided,  by  a  vote  of  33  to  19,  that  it 
waa  out  of  order.  So  far  as  the  action  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  is  concerned,  I  submit  to 
the  Senator,  that  if  that  committee  made  a  mistake 
in  regard  to  the  rule,  that  is  not  to  estop  the  Sen- 
ate from  applying  it.  The  Senate  is  not  to  be 
governed  by  them  in  regard  to  that;  and  I  will 
also  suggest  to  him  that  he  is  somewhat  ton  tech- 
nical in  talking  about  being  estopped  by  this  or 
that  amendment.  If  he  will  look  to  the  amend- 
ment to  which  he  has  referred,  he  will  find  that  it 
is  the  result  of  an  appropriation  last  year.  It  is 
only  making  up  for  an  omission  of  two  names  in 
the  appropriation  of  last  year.  It  has  been  dis- 
covered since  the  appropriation  of  31st  August, 
1852,  for  this  purpose  was  made,  that  the  name 
of  John  Stedham  was  omitted  in  such  claims  by 
mistake.  Here  is  a  clerical  error  in  carrying  out 
the  appropriation  made  in  the  law  of  1852;  but 
suppose  the  Committee  on  Finance  should  have 
made  a  mistake,  or  that  I  had  made  a  mistake, 
that  does  not  bind  the  Senate.  It  is  not  bound  by 
my  mistake.  The  question  is,  what  it  the  rule, 
and  here  is  the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  it. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  whether  he  con- 
siders the  decision  of  the  Senate  as  a  precedent 
and  binding  as  parliamentary  law.' 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  need  not  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee — he  is  certainly  familiar  with  a 
question  of  that  sort — that  decisions  upon  points 
of  order  are  always  regarded  as  precedents,  and 
they  have  a  persuasive  force.  I  will  not  say  that 
they  arcirrepealable;  that  they  cannot  be  changed; 
that  they  are  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians. 

Mr,  BELL.  That  is  the  answer  which  I  ex- 
pected from  the  honorable  Senator.    From  tlte 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1007 


reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  it  appears 
that  this  claim  of  citizens,  wlio  were  wronged 
by  their  property  being  laken  by  the  Indians,  was 
brought  forward  in  the  Senate,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1853,  the  last  day  of  the  session;  and  I  suspect 
it  will  be  ascertained  that  it  was  towards  theclose 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  which  terminated 
the  session  of  Congress,  when  no  friend  of  the 
claim  thought  it  was  proper  to  urge  it.  They  saw 
that  if  it  was  debated  and  any  exception  was  taken 
to  it,  it  was  likely  that  it  would  be  killed  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  it  out  of  the  way.  I  think  I 
naTB  an  impression  myself  that  I  adfised  the 
friends  of  the  proposition  not  to  urge  it  upon  such 
an  occasion,  when  it  was  possible  and  mostlikely 
that  it  would  be  voted  down  merely  to  get  it  out  of 
the  way  of  business  of  more  importance.  They 
acquiesced  in  it,  and  the  question  was  made,  and 
the  decision  as  to  the  point  of  order  was  arrived 
at,  upon  very  little  debate. 

But,  Mr.  President,  1  ask  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  to  the  fact  which 
I  now  state,  that  this  question  was  settled  after 
great  deliberation — perhaps  after  an  entire  day's 
debate — at  the  preceding  session,  or  one  or  two 
sessions  preceding,  when  we  had  ample  time  to 
consider  it,  when  there  was  no  hurry  of  the  busi- 
ness before  Congress,  when  it  was  not  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  and  the  debate,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  will  refer  to  it,  will  be  found  to  have 
been  very  full  upon  the  whole  question.  The 
Senate,  then,  deliberately  decided  that  it  was  not 
excluded  by  the  rule  which  is  relied  upon  now  to 
reject  the  claim.  Now,  ought  a  precedent,  estab- 
lished at  the  very  heel  of  a  session,  on  the  last 
day,  and  very  probably  within  the  last  two  or 
three  hours  of  the  8es.sion,  when  no  friend  of  the 
bill  would  think  seriously  of  debating  the  ques- 
tion, or  insisting  upon  it  at  such  an  hour,  be  con- 
sidered as  overruling  the  deliberate,  solemn  ex- 
pression of  the  sense  of  the  Senate  at  the  pre- 
ceding session  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  state  that,  on  referring  to  the  Globe,  he  will 
find  that  there  was  a  debate  upon  it  at  the  last 
session. 

Mr.  BELL.  But  I  say  it  was  a  very  slight  de- 
bate. The  Senator  will  find,  however,  that  there 
was  a  more  full  and  elaborate  discussion  upon  it 
on  a  former  occasion.  I  have  the  impression  on 
my  mind,  that  1  advised  the  friends  of  it  not  to 
press  it  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  It  was  proposed  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama says  that  it  was  proposed  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night;  and  how  many  appropriation  bills  had  yet 
to  be  acted  upon?  The  most  of  them,  and  the 
innst  important  of  them.  1  would  have  regarded 
it  as  imprudent  to  have  pressed  such  a  claim  at 
such  an  nour. 

But  what  I  mean  by  pressing  the  consideration 
of  the  fuel,  that  there  was  a  deliberate,  solemn  vote 
of  the  Senate  settling  this  much  controverted 
question  at  a  former  session,  is  to  show  that  it 
was  decided  not  to  be  excluded  by  the  rule  which 
is  relied  upon  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  In 
that  former  debate,  when  the  Senate  took  it  up 
urialim,  and  all  the  considerations  which  seemed 
to  be  due  to  it  on  both  sides  were  presented,  the 
intercourse  law,  relied  upon  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  will  be  found  to  have  been  relied  upon; 
but  more  sirenuously  the  act  or  joint  resolution  of 
1837,  was  relied  upon.  What  was  that  but  un 
exisiing  law  of  the  country  which  had  never  been 
complied  with.'  By  a  joint  resolution  or  act 
passed  by  the  two  Houses,  the  President  was  au- 
thorized and  required  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  go  into  the  country,  where  they  could  have  ac- 
cess to  the  witnesses,  where  they  could  be  on  the 
spot,  where  ihey  would  be  able  to  eviscerole  the 
truth  connected  with  the  infliction  of  Indian  dep- 
redations upon  settlers  in  that  country.  I  believe 
there  were  three  commissioners,  and  they  went 
there,  and  after  a  most  laborious  investigation  of 
the  facts  on  which  each  one  separately  wns 
founded,  I  hey  reported  a  balance.  I  do  not  re- 
member what  that  balance  was.  If  my  recollec- 
tion is  right  upon  the  subject,  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  claims  struck  out  altogether. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  BELL.  Nearly  $700,000.  I  mean  that  of 
the  claims  set  up  for  damages,  $600,000  or  $700,000 


were  stricken  out.  1  had  an  idea  thot  they  were 
greatly  beyond  the  present  amount.  Will  any 
gentleman  say  that  that  is  not  an  existing  law  of 
the  land?  Congress,  in  1837,  felt  the  sense  of 
obligation  imposed  by  the  intercourse  act  of  1834; 
and  the  only  question  was,  how  Congress  could 
ever  be  satisfied  that  the  amount  ought  really  to 
be  allowed  to  the  claimants.  They  resorted  to  the 
method  of  appointing  commissioners  to  go  into 
the  territory,  and  see  what  really  could  be  hon- 
estly claimed  by  the  claimants.  They  reported, 
after  a  most  thorough  investigation.  They  re- 
duced the  amount  which  was  claimed;  and  the 
sole  act  left  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  fulfill  the 
obligation  under  which  the  Government  lay  in 
respect  to  the  claims  was  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion. 

The  claims  were  recognized  by  the  Executive 
authority.  The  report  was  transmitted  by  the 
Executive,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  or 
act  of  1B37.  It  was  submitted  to  Congress — for 
what?  For  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  amount 
found  due  by  the  Commissioners.  Was  not  that 
an  existing  obligation  and  law,BS  complete  as  any 
other?  It  is  notavagueand  indefinite  claim  upon 
theGovernnient.  Itis  aclaim  settled  by  the  Gov- 
ernment olficers — by  the  roinniissioners,  who 
stood  in  the  place  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 
They  ivere  special  auditors.  They  went  into  that 
country  to  audit  the  claims,  and  they  reported 
them  to  Congress,  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  obli- 
gation of  the  Government  for  their  payment.  I 
say  that  it  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. The  claims  were  audited,  and  the  balance 
was  struck  and  presented.  A  large  amount  of 
claims,  which  were  regularly  presented,  were 
stricken  out;  and  a  balance  was  presented,  which 
they  say  is  a  fair,  and  honest,  and  settled  account 
under  an  existing  law.  Independently  of  the  de- 
cision which  look  place,  at  a  former  session,  upon 
a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  question, 
I  think  we  might  adjudicate  now  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  We  have  a  decision  saying  that  it 
comes  within  the  rule,  and  we  have  another  decis- 
ion goin^  against  that  opinion.  But  to  come  back 
to  the  original  ground  on  which  the  claim  stands: 
it  is  based  on  an  existing  law  and  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  As  to  the  precedent 
set  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  1  am  satisfied,  from  my  own  recollection, 
as  well  as  the  statements  of  other  gentlemen,  that 
decision  was  arrived  at  because  the  friends  of  the 
claim  did  not  think  proper  to  press  it. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  know  something  of  the  history 
of  this  claim,  because  it  is  one  which  attracted 
my  attention  when  it  Avas  first  presented.  The 
Senator  from  Tennessee  is  right  in  saying  that  an 
elaborate  discussion  was  had  upon  it  when  it  was 
first  moved  by  him,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs.  It  was  discussed  fully;  and  was 
then,  after  a  full  discussion,  rejected  by  the  Senate 
upon  its  merits,  it  was  next  presented  as  an 
amendment  to  one  of  the  appropriation  bills  by 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  who  is  not  now  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  [Mr.  ClemensJ  It  was 
then  objected  to  as  o  private  claim.  The  Chair 
— the  late  venerated  Vice  President,  [Mr.  King] — 
submitted  that  question  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
Senate  decided  that  it  was  a  private  claim.  The 
Chair  did  not  decide,  one  way  or  the  other,  on 
that  occasion. 

Subsequently,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
it  wns  again  moved  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  then  the  decision  took  place  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
There  was  a  discussion  upon  the  question,  whether 
or  not  it  was  a  private  claim.  It  was  insisted,  I 
think,  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Daw- 
80N,j  that  it  was  decided  not  to  be  in  order  on  the 
previous  occasion,  because  it  was  moved  by  a  gen- 
tleman not  a  member  of  a  standing  cnmmitiee. 
It  was  urged,  however,  by  others,  in  debate,  that 
it  was  a  private  claim,  whether  so  moved  or  nm 
on  the  previous  occasion;  and  now,  allhough 
moved  by  a  member  of  a  standing  committee,  the 
Committee  onilndian  Affairs,  it  fell  within  the 
rule  of  the  Senate,  and  must,  therefore,  be  ad- 
judged to  be  out  of  order,  because  it  is  a  private 
claim. 

The  Senotor  then  tempnrorily  occupying  the 
chair,  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Foot,] 
expressel  the  opinion  ihal  it  was  not  within  the 
rule.  An  appeal  was  taken  by  ihe  Senator  from 
Pe|a^^re  [Mr.  Bayard]  from  t)iat  decision;  and 


upon  that  appeal  the  Senate  decided  the  claim  not 
to  be  in  order. 

That  is  the  history  of  this  aftair,  so  far  as  the 
votes  of  the  Senate  go;  and  it  is  strictly  correct, 
as  1  believe.  I  do  not  know  lhal  any  discussion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  amendment  is  now  in  order. 
I  suppose  it  is  not.  Indeed,  I  suppose  this 
whole  discussion  is  out  of  order,  because  I  take 
it,  as  the  question  has  been  submitted  to  the  Chair, 
it  ought  tA  be  decided  by  him  without  debate;  and 
after  that,  discussion  may  arise  upon  an  appeal. 

Mr.  BELL.  Does  the  Senator  from  Ohio  say 
that  there  was  not  a  decision  in  iis  favor? 

Mr.  CHASE.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  My 
recollection  is — and  I  think  it  will  be  confirmed  by 
the  proceedings  in  the  Globe — that  when  it  was 
originally  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Alfairs,  the 
question  was  not  raised.  No  objection  was  made 
to  it.  But  a  discussion  arose,  which  was  pro- 
tracted to  great  length,  and  which  resulted  in  a 
decision  upon  the  merits. 

Mr.  BELL.  It  moy  be  necessary,  before  the 
Chair  is  called  upon  to  make  a  decision,  to  recur 
to  the  original  deciston.  My  memory  is  not  very 
good;  but  I  think  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is  greatly 
mistaken. 

Mr.  CHASE.     I  am  confident  I  am  right. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  1  had  not  the  honorof 
voting  upon  this  question  in  1852;  I  was,  how- 
ever, here  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  and  I 
concur  with  all  that  is  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  in  relation  to  the  hour  at  which  this 
claim  was  brought  forward,  and  the  uiifovornble 
ausfiices  under  which  it  came  before  the  Senate. 
As  far  as  the  merits  of  the  question  are  concerned 
— as  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  alluded  to  them — 
I  will  not  undertake  to  discuss  ihem;  but  I  shall 
be  excused  for  saying  that,  at  the  proper  time,  I 
will  demonstrate  to  the  Senate  that  the  case  is  a 
meritorious  one;  and  that,  when  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated, it  will  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate.  I  recollect  the  hour 
when  it  was  brought  before  the  Senate  at  the  laat 
session;  and  I  know  it  was  lateat  night,  after  the 
Senate  had  had  a  very  protracted  sitting;  and  I 
know  the  impatience  and  restlessness  which  were 
incident  to  the  introduciion  of  the  matter  when  it 
was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
If  this  question  had  received  the  deliberate  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  the  rule  had  been  determ- 
ined in  conformity  with  the  decisions  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session,  I  am  the  last  man  upon  this 
floor  to  undertake  to  say  anything  against  a  rule 
as  settled  by  the  deliberate  act  of  the  body;  but 
my  recollection  is  distinct  that  that  rule  was  dis- 
cussed hurriedly,  and  did  not  receive  that  atten- 
tion which  the  merits  of  the  case  under  consider- 
ation demanded.  Perhaps  the  rule  was  referred 
to.  Perhaps  something  was  incidentally  said 
about  the  decision  on  the  previous  occasion;  but 
it  was  not  listened  to  with  that  aiieniion  which  it 
ought  to  receive  in  the  mind  of  every  Senator.  I 
must  be  excused  for  saying  that  it  was  not  debated 
at  any  length,  as  every  Senator  who  was  then 
here  can  testify.  The  rule  under  which  the  point 
of  order  is  raised  is  this: 

"  No  (impndmpnl  propnslnfi  artdilional  npprnprintlonfl  shnll 
he  rpc-eivei]  lo  any  gpiiiT.ll  npproprlHtion  hill.  tinletiB  it  be 
iiimie  lo  carry  out  Uie  provisions  of  iit>riie  i-xiKliiif;  law,  or 
some  act  or  resolution  previously  pas.-t-ii  by  llit;  Heiinie 
during  ihnl  Beei>ion,or  tiinviMt  hy  liirerlioii  of  a  slrindin|E 
coimnilleo  of  ilie  Senale,  or  in  pnrsuanct:  of  an  e^tilninlu 
from  ilip  hfad  of  tiomttof  ihe  I)tf)riirtiiuMiit< ;  and  noniii<-iid- 
llicnt  Hliall  b«  rect?ivfd  wlutse  idijt-cl  is  lo  jirovidH  for  a 
privHtf  cinitii.  iilltiou^li  llie  Paiui:  may  have  been  previously 
saiRiioiieil  by  llie  Senate.'* 

Look  at  the  language  of  this  rule.  It  says,  that 
"  no  amendment  proposing  additional  appropria- 
tions shall  be  received  to  any  general  appropriation 
bill,  unless  it  be  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  some  existing  law."  Refer  to  the  hisiory  of 
this  case;  and  I  ask  you  if  it  is  not  brought  before 
the  Senate  under  an  existing  law?  After  the  out- 
break of  Indian  hnslilities  in  1S36,  this  matter  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Congress,  which  author- 
ized the  President  lo  appoint  three  commissioners 
to  visit  the  seat  of  war,  and  to  ascertain  the  exieiit 
of  the  damages  and  depredations  commitied  upon 
the  individuals  inhabiting  that  portion  of  the 
country.  The  commissioners  went  there,  and 
made  nn  elaborate  report,  setting  forth  the  extent 
of  the  depredations.  When  they  returned,  it  was 
submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  Siaiea, 
and  then  communicated  to  Congress,    if  this  be 
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the  ftet,  h  nterm  Co  me  thm  th«  aiMendment  h 
legitimaiely  within  the  provision  of  the  first  por- 
tion of  the  rule.  It  is  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  Koraemcisting  Isnr. 

But,  si.r,  suppose  th«t  thdt  portion  of  the 
•role  does  not  meet  the  case;  yet  another  branch 
of  the  raleKays  that  it  shall  not  be  entertained,  un- 
less it  is  in  pursuance  of  an  estimate  from  the 
head  of  one  of  the  Deparlmenia.  I  presume  that, 
although  the  rule  specifies  that  h  mt/Bt  be  esti- 
mated by  the  head  of  one  of  the  Departiltents,  If 
it  is  recommended  by  the  Presitlent  of  the  United 
Stales,  it  will  come  within  the  spirit  and  within 
the  intent  of  the  rule.  Well,  what  were  the  pro- 
ceedings when  that  report  was  msde  by  the  three 
commissioners?  General  Jackson,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress  in  1836,  used  the  following  lan- 
guatre: 

"  On  the  uneipeeird  brrakini  out  of  hostilllie*  in  Flor- 
Idn,  AlaliAiiin,  mut  Georjfin,  if  hec«nTe  necfspary,  in  aome 
cnH08,  i»  ttkkt  ihe  profteny  of  imltviduAls  fbr  public  ase. 
Pr<>vi>i(>ii  alinuld  be  mndc  by  taw  lor  indf^mnifying  the 
ownera;  and  I  would  aim  reippcirully  ••gfem  whether 
annie  provUion  may  not  be  made,  conafatently  with  the 
principfea  of  our  Government,  for  the  relief  of  ttie  aimitrers 
by  Indian  depredation*,  or  by  *e'  oyeniiAaa  of  oar  awA 
ttoof." 

It  seems  to  me  that  this,  being  in  pursuance  of 
an  established  law,  and  under  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  is 
dearly  end  emphatically  brmight  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  rule,  and  I  think  it  is  strictly  in  order 
under  it. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hove  a  Word  to  aay  upon 
the  point  of  order.  The  Senator  from  Virginia, 
instead  of  offering  an  argument,  brings  in  another 

r-ecedent,  and  says  that  the  amendment  to  which 
alhided  as  having  been  msKieon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Committee  on  Finnnoe,  was  put  in 
the  bill  by  some  mistake,  probably  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  is  introduced  here  to  supply  an  omis- 
sion, beeaaee  the  balance  of  the  chiime  were  pro- 
vided for  last  year  except  these  two. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  ia  miMalien.  I 
did  not  say  that  it  was  through  any  mistake  of  the 
committee.  It  was  the  mietabe  of  the  comnis- 
eioner  ingivin?  the  list  of  the  claime. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  But  it  was  a  mistake  in  the 
point  of  order.  I  supposed  that  the  chalnmui  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  would  not  dehberately 
violate, the  roles  of  the  Senate,  and  ^lerefore  said 
that  it  was  a  mistake  in  the  point  of  order  m  pro- 
posing the  amendment.  It  seem*  that  the  last 
Congress  passed  a  law  onderwhioh  Iheelaima  were 
paid,  with  the  exception  of  two,  and  the  commit- 
tee recommend  the  present  Congress  to  pass  these 
two.  I  say,  that  far  from  that  beinjg  an  aigument 
against  me,  it  is  another  precedent. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  was  passed  against  the 
<^inion  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  We  re- 
sieted  it. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Then  it  was  the  precedent  of 
the  Senate,  and  this  is  the  precedent  of  the  com- 
mittee; so  that  I  have  both.  Both  the  Senate  and 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  sustained  me.  The 
Senator  seems  to  get  into  a  worse  and  worse  diffi- 
culty in  his  ezplanations;  therefore  I  say  that  I  have 
the  vote  of  the  Senate  at  a  previous  session .  Then 
I  have  the  action  of  his  committee,  at  this  time, 
conRrming  the  action  of  the  Senate;  so  that  in  both 
events  what  he  says  is  no  answer  to  my  argmnent. 
The  amendment  which  his  committee  has  intro- 
duced, provides  for  the  payment  of  the  Indians 
who  suffered  depredations  from  hostiles  during 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  there  being  no 
law,  no  intercouse  act  under  which  they  could  ask 
for  the  payment;  for  the  intercourse  act  provided 
only  for  the  payment  of  the  damages  sustained  by 
depredations  between  the  white  men  and  the  In- 
dians. That  amendment  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  friendly  Indians  for  damages  sostained  by 
attacks  from  hostiles,  although  there  was  no  gen- 
eral law  in  operation;  so  that,  unless  the  Committee 
on  Finance  have  .the  exclusive  right  of  violating 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  their  action  is  a  precedent 
for  this  amendment.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  con- 
cern with  other  committees  whether  that  commit- 
tee is  to  absorb  the  whole  of  the  right  of  the  Senate 
in  offering  amendments. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  we  have  two  decisions  be- 
fore us,  one  each  way.  What  were  the  circum- 
stances of  the  decision  of  the  3d  of  March,  1853? 
The  Presiding  Officer  decided  the  amendment  to  be 
in  order.  Some  gentlemen  say  that  it  was  three 
o'dock  in  the  morning.    CertaiHiy  it  wa«  on  the 


aa  of  March;  but  what^did  the  Sewitor  from  Ohio, 
who  now  sneaks  of  that  decision  of  the  Senate  as 
being  worthy  of  great  consideration ,  say  at  that 
time.    Let  us  hear  him: 

"  Mr.  President,  It  la  very  obvions  that  liie  Senate  1» 
kudty  hi  a  cundiUon  In  deeids  upon Ibe  metlu  oTsny  claim 
at  tills  time  ofibe  eveninf." 

That  was  an  argument  on  the  point  of  order. 
The  Senate  was  hardly  in  a  condition  to  decide 
upon  it.  I  do  not  know  what  the  condition  was. 
Vorioua  accounts  are  given  of  the  condition  of  the 
Senate  under  different  circumstances;  but  there 
was  something  in  the  condition  of  the  Senate 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  thought 
disqualified  them  from  deciding  upon  the  merits  of 
^e  olaim;  and  tint  was  the  class  of  argument 
used  against  it.    He  continued: 

"  I  Ihink,  If  Ike  Senator  fh>in  Texas  would  yield,  u  the 
Senator  from  Wiacouiin  boa  yielded,  upon  a  claim  aa  mer- 
Uoriouaoa  tliiain  aoyafipecl  of  it,  to  an  appeal  to  withdraw 
It,  and  present  it  in  a  aiuile  bill,  where  it  would  receive  the 
fhir  coaaidermiun  of  the  Senate,  I  ahould  be  very  glad." 

He  first  appealed  to  have  it  withdrawn.  The 
Senator  from  Texas  said  that  he,  having  offered 
it  onder  an  order  of  the  committee,  could  not 
withdraw  it.  The  question  was  taken — the  Chair 
decided  that  it  was  in  order — and  by  a  vote  of  19 
to  22,  the  Senator  from  Virginm  says,  it  was 
ruied  otherwise,  having  been  determinM  at  a  pre- 
vious time  to  be  in  order;  so  that  we  have  a 
decision  both  ways;  and  then  we  have  the  decision 
of  yesterday,  the  action  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  a  case 
which  is  irot  so  strong  as  this. 

But  there  is  one  great  and  guiding  rule.  It  ie 
insisted  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  unan- 
imously, that  this  amendment  comes  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1834.  If  it  does,  the  first 
dety  of  every  committee  of  this  body,  which  the 
Senate  has  no  rigKl  to  make  out  of  order,  is  to 
provide  an  appropriation  of  money  for  all  the  pur- 
poses demanded  by  the  laws.  The  Finance  Com- 
mhtee  must  take  up  the  laws,  and  see  what 
appropriations  are  necessary.  The  time  for  whith 
some  appropriations  run  are  limited  hy  the  Con- 
Btiration  in  some  respects;  and  if  all  are  not  lim- 
ited, they  oaght  to  be.  Our  first  duty  is  to  inquire 
what  sums  ofmoney  are  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
Government  under  existing  laws.  That  ie  your 
duty  by  the  rule.  It  is  the  great  and  paramount 
duty.  It  is  the  special  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
France.  Here  is  the  old  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment; here  is  the  statute-book  full  of  intercourse 
laws,  from  1790  to  this  hour,  providing  that  if  the 
whites  commit  depredations  upon  the  Indians, 
the  Government  shall  pay  the  Indians;  and  that 
if  the  Indians  commit  depredations  upon  the 
whites,  and  the  whites  cannot  get  indemnity  out 
of  the  Indians,  the  Government  shall  pay  them. 
It  stands  pledged  to  indemnify  the  injured  parties. 
In  this  case  the  President  asked  for  authority  to 
seiid  a  commission  to  audit  these  claims,  as  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  properly  states.  He  ap  - 
pointed  a  commission  to  go  to  the  country,  which 
scaled  them  down  to  the  lowest  point.  The  proper 
time,  though,  to  enter  into  this  will  be  when  we 
get  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  then,  after  a  state- 
ment of  tiiem,  it  vrill  be  for  the  Senate  to  agree  to 
or  nject  the  claims;  but  upon  the  question  of 
order,  I  say  that  the  amendment  is  to  carry  out 
two  or  three  existing  laws  of  the  land;  and,  as  I 
again  repeat,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has  failed 
to  answer  what  I  said. 

The  Indian  appropriation  bitls  from  1790  until 
now  have  always  provided  for  carrying  out  the 
act  of  1634,  or  those  acts  of  a  similar  character — 
cognate  acts — which  existed  on  the  statute-book 
before  that  lime.  How  are  you  to  pay  for  these 
depredations  ?  Look  all  alone  the  frontier — Ore- 
gon, California,  west  of  the  Mississippi.  There 
IS  no  adequate  fund,  if  there  is  an  outbreak  with 
the  Indians  and  settlers.    They  have  to  go  and 

rress  themselves  as  a  body,  the  doing  of  which 
Georgia  before  these  intercourse  acts  passed 
led  to  continual  war  and  constant  hostilities.  The 
Government  thought  it  was  a  wue  policy  to  tell 
them,  if  you  do  not  go  and  r^^ss  your  own 
wrongs,  we  have  a  law  upon  our  statute-book 
under  which,  if  the  Indiana  do  not  pay  you  in 
twelve  months,  you  can  come  here  and  be  indem- 
nified. The  moment  the  informa'iion  was  given 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  fact 
was  established  in  regard  to  the  depredations,  this 
class  of  claims,  coming  under  a  general  law,  was 
distii^ishable  from  we  ordinary  private  dsima-. 


and  they  come  under  aniraal  appropriations  a« 
much  as  any  single  law  cnnneeied  with   the  In- 
dian department.  In  this  bill,  among' other  items,, 
there  are  the  following  appropriations: 

"  For  payment  of  balance  due  for  tranapnrtalion  of  pres- 
eala,  goAda,  and  proviriona  to  (he  Camanchea,  Kiowftys, 
and  oUier  Indiana  on  Ibe  Arttanaaa  river,  9I,S00." 

This  is  due.  To  whom.'  To  the  people  who 
carried  them.  You  made  an  appropriation  for 
carrying  the  supplies;  the  appropriation  was  not 
sufficient,  and  now  you  come  here  to  pay  steam- 
boat agents,  or  other  agents,  virho  transported  the 
goods. 

Again: 

"  To  pay  (at  certain  (oola  borrowed  by  laie  axsnt,  S.  S. 
Woiraua,  to  ftilHIl  lr«aly  aiipulaiiooa  Willi  >bn  Clilppevraa, 
to  be  replaced  out  of  annuity  gooda,  but  which,  with  ihe 
acency  buildlflf,  were  coiMumed  by  fire  In  May,  1693, 
94, las  03." 

He  borrowed  goods,  and  they  were  burnt  up. 
Is  not  that  a  private  claim  i  The  amount  is  going 
to  an  individual  for  a  private  loss;  but  the  loss 
having  been  incurred  in  public  business,  he  ought 
to  be  paid  for  it.  So  that  we  can  scarcely  select 
from  the  whole  appropriation  bill  a  single  item 
that  stands  aa  firmly  on  existing  laws  as  the  amend- 
ment which  I  have  now  ofTereounder  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Ourcommit- 
tees  could  not  work  if  the  rule  was  enforced  as 
contended  for  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance.     Every  member  of  a  committee  who 

foes  to  the  committee  rooms  examines  the  laws. 
Ie  sets  there  what  the  Indian  department  does, 
and  what  the  other  Departments  do;  and  the  com- 
mittees are  bound  to  report  to  the  Senate  whatever 
appropriations  they  think  should  be  made;  and 
they  are  derelict  to  their  duty  if  they  permit  one 
dollar,  which  is  necessary  to  carry  out  existing 
laws,  not  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  find  that,  when  the  decis- 
ion was  made  by  the  Chair,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  upon  an  appeal  from  that  decision,  I 
voted  to  overrule  the  decision.  The  decision  was, 
that  the  proposition  was  in  order.  At  that  time 
I  had  never  been  up6n  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  had  no  opportunity  to  investigate  the 
claim.  I  am  now  satisfied  that  I  voted  wrong, 
and,  upon  reflection,  I  liave  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  if  a  vote  shall  be  again  taken,  I  shall  reverse 
my  position.  1  do  not  believe  it  is  a  private 
claim.  There  were  spoliations  committed  in 
these  two  States  by  the  Indians  in  1836 and  1837. 
Why  was  not  indemnity  made  for  those  spolia- 
tions under  the  general  law?  It  was  by  reason 
of  a  mere  technicality.  They  were  hot  techni- 
cally committed  upon  and  Within  Indian  territory. 
If  they  had  been  there,  so  far  from  being  consid- 
ered a  private  interest,  the  general  laws'of  the 
country  would  have  already  taken  cognizance  of 
them,  and  there  would  have  been  indemnity  given, 
under  the  general  intercourse  laws  of  the  Unitea 
States;  but  when  the  application  was  made  for  in- 
demnity for  the  spoliations,  this  technicality  pre- 
vented their  payment. 

Now,  certain  steps  had  to  be  taken.  They  wera 
taken.  A  commission  was  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  claims,  ascertain  their  amount,  and  to 
whom  due.  The  commissioners  went  to  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  They  examined  into  the 
matter  of  the  claims.  They  made  a  full  and  elab- 
orate report;  but  still  the  some  difficult]r  occurred. 
In  its  effect  and  operation  the  proposition  now  ia 
simpljr  to  do  away  with  that  technicality.  If  that 
technicality  did  not  exist,  the  parlies  would  apply 
to  the  proper  Department  and  get  their  money 
now.  That  being  the  effect  and  operation  of  the 
amendment,  I  cannot  see,  for  my  life,  how  it  can 
be  viewed  in  the  nature  of  a  private  ij^im;  and  I 
am  only  surprised  that  I  did  vote  to  cOfisider  it  ao 
before.  It  certainly  resulted  from  my  lack  of  in- 
formation in  reference  to  the  matter.  Hence,  view- 
ing it  in  the  light  that  I  now  do,  that  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  general  law,  to  obviate  a  mere  techni- 
cality, which  prevents  a  portion  of  our  cilizena 
from  obtaining  their  proper  indemnity,  I  shall  re- 
verse my  vote,  and  vote  that  this  is  not  a  private 
claim,  excluded  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  COOPER.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
amendment  falls  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  and 
is  not  excluded  by  it.  I  do  not  think  it  was  th« 
intention  of  the  rule  to  exclude  claims  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  one  provided  for  by  the  amendment. 
The  object  of  the  rule  was  to  keep  out  of  thi^ 
Senate,  during  the  pendency  of  the  appropriation 
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bills,  the  adjudication  or  prtTnta  claims.  We  all 
know,  sir,  tnat  contested  claims  cannot  be  con- 
sidered— the  proof  pr^  and  eon  cannot  be  weighed 
with  the  deliberation  that  is  re({ui8ite  in  the  midst 
of  a  debate  on  an  appropriation  bill.  It  is  the 
province  of  the  committee  to  examine  and  report 
vpon  these  claims. 

One  word  in  relation  to  the  circamstances  under 
which  this  claim  was  rejected  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  I  presume  you  remember,  sir,  that 
ft  was  late  at  night,  in  the  hurry  of  the  closing 
hours  of  the  session,  when  there  wns  a  great  deal 
of  business  still  to  be  done;  when  there  was  an 
apprehension  existing  in  the  minds  of  Senators — 
and  a  well-founded  apprehension,  too— that  all  of 
the  important  appropriation  bills  would  be  lost,  if 
the  time  of  the  Senate  should  be  taken  up  in  dis- 

riting  controverted  points.  This  was  the  reason, 
apprehend,  why  the  majority  of  the  Senate  voted 
to  overrule  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  We  know 
that  such  ^Biderations  weigh  upon  the  minds  of 
8enat0B|;  am  that,  under  such  circumstances,  on 
the  question  before  the  Senate  for  its  determina- 
tion, much  weight  cannot  be  attached  to  the  vote 
of  so  small  a  majority  as  that  by  which  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  was  overruled. 

I  remember,  at  the  same  time,  that  another 
amendment  was  put  upon  the  bill,  much  more  in 
the  nature  of  a  private  claim  than  the  one  in  ques- 
tion— that  was  the  claim  of  Andrew  Taylor.  I 
believe  it  was  during  the  same  day  that  was  ad- 
mitted, although  there  was  some  contest  about  it. 
It  was  debated,  and  was  only  lost  in  committee  of 
conference  at  last,  if  I  recollect  aright;  and  if  I  am 
wrong,  my  friend  from  Arkansas,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  will  put  me  right. 
That  stood  upon  a  similar  policy,  but  savored 
more  of  the  character  of  a  private  claim  than  this. 
I  need  not  recapitulate  the  reasons  advanced  now 
by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs;]  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  thejr  are  surely  sufficient  to 
•atisfy  the  Senate  that  this  is  not  a  private  claim 
In  the  contemplation  of  the  rule;  that  it  is  provid- 
ing for  a  claim  public  in  its  character,  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  an  existing  taw,  and  the  policy 
which  has  existed  from  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  cannot  doubt  at  all  that  the  amend- 
ment is  legitimate,  and  that  it  is  not  excluded  by 
the  rule. 

Mr.  CHASG.    It  is  quite  true  that  when  this 

?uestion  was  before  the  Senate,  at  the  last  session, 
appealed  to  the  Senator  from  Texas,  [M-.  Rusk,1 
who  then  moved  it,  to  withdraw  it;  and  that  I 
referred  to  the  condition  in  which  the  Senate  was 
as  a  reason  for  his  yielding  to  the  appeal.  He 
Was  inclined  to  do  so;  but  said,  that,  being  the 
organ  of  th^ommittee,  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  yield  to  M  own  personal  inclinations.  In  re- 
ferring to  the  condition  of  theSenote,  I,  of  course, 
referred  only  to  the  fatigue  incident  to  the  late  dis- 
cussion during  a  night  session.  The  vote  by 
which  this  class  of  claims  was  decided  to  be  a 
private  claim  was,  however,  not  the  less  an  under- 
stood vote  upon  the  part  of  the  Senate.  I  recollect 
perfectly  well  the  argument  that  was  urgid  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Batard.J  He  said 
that  he  was  interested  in  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claimants  for  French  spoliations,  and  a 
bill  had  actually  passed  the  Senate  sanctioning  the 
payment  of  those  claims;  ajnd  yet  he  said  he  was 
not  at  liberty  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  providing  for  them.  Although 
they  arose  under  a  law  of  the  land,  they  were 
private  claims.  They  arose  under  a  treaty,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land;  but  still,  being  a  large 
class  of  private  claims,  they  could  not  be  enter- 
tained by  the  Senate  as  an  amendment  to  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

I  have  before  me  the  report  which  was  made  at 
the  session  of  1838,  upon  these  claims,  when  they 
were  very  fully  considered  and  investigated.  It 
was  made  by  the  present  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Whittlesa^,  then  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  whose  habits  of  inves- 
tigation and  clearness  in  judgment  are  well  known 
to  every  member  of  the  Senate.  In  speaking  of 
this  class  of  claims,  he  says: 
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"  Tkt  lUri  dam.  Under  tilis  heu),  commencing  at  page 
7,  Executive  liicumeni  137,  it  a  liM  of  claima  lo  Uix  num- 
ber oT  1003  fur  depredations  vomoilued  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians upon  Uie  ciiizens  of  Georgia  and  Alainma." 

He  then  showed  the  mode  in  which  these  claims 
had  been  reported.  It  seems  that  out  of  the  three 
commissioners  but  two  acted,  and  that  no  report 
of  the  evidence  on  which  they  acted  was  ever 
furnished  to  the  Depnrtmenia;  but  they  stated,  as 
the  gross  amount  necessary  to  satisfy  the  claims, 
the  sum  of  $356,167  92. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  do  not  wish  the  Senator  to 
go  into  that  now.  Both  those  statements  are  not 
so.  My  object  now  is  only  to  show  the  impro- 
priety of  the  point  of  order.  I  am ,  however,  pre- 
pared with  the  docamenU  to  show  that  those  state- 
ments are  not  correct,  but  that  the  three  commis- 
sioners acted  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  claims; 
though  the  third  one  resigned  before  the  time  of 
the  commission  expired.  These  are  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  know  it  is  improper  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  ihe  claims  upon  a  pointoforder;and 
yet  we  have  had  those  merits  urged  upon  the  Senate 
as  a  reason  why  the  decision  should  be  that  they 
are  not  private  claims.  1  refer  to  this  report  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  when  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, they  were  reported  as  a  list  of  claims 
— a  list  of  claims  of  private  individuals  on  ihe 
Government.  Then  they  are  private  claims.  It 
is  impossible  to  question  it,  unless  no  claim  is  re- 
garded as  a  private  claim  which  arises  under  the 
provisions  of  any  general  law  whatever. 

If  there  is  any  law  upon  the  statute-book,  in 
consequence  of  which,  remotely  orapproximately, 
any  claim  arises  upon  the  Government  on  behalf 
of  a  private  individual,  then  if  these  claims  are 
oot'private  claims,  that  claim  is  not  a  private  claim, 
and  such  a  rule  becomes  worthless.  Whether  or 
not  these  claims  fall  within  the  principle  of  the 
intercourse  law,  whether  thev  fall  within  the  pro- 
visions of  that  law,  is  another  question;  but  I 
think  I  can  show,  as  I  endeavored  to  show  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  that  question  was  before 
the  Senate,  if  it  ever  should  come  before  us  in  a 
sepcunte  bill,  or  if  the  Senate  entertain  it  now,  that 
this  claim  does  not  fall  within  the  principle  of  the 
Indian  intercourse  law,  or  within  the  terms  of  the 
law. 

1  will  not,  however,  go  into  that  now.  My  ob- 
ject in 'rising  was  simply  to  show  that  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  upon  them  heretofore,  re- 
garded them  as  private  claims;  and  that  they  have 
been  so  regarded  by  the  Senate  heretofore;  that 
there  has  been  no  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  any 
occasion  when  ths)[  were  not  so  held;  and  that  if 
all  these  considerations  are  not  sufficient  to  bring 
them  within  the  rule,  and  to  show  that  they  ought 
to  be  excluded  by  it,  it  seems  lo  ms  useless  to 
have  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bright 
in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Virginia  objects 
to  the  consideration  of  the  amendment,  en  the 
ground  th&t  it  is  excluded  bv  the  30th  rule. 
The  individual  opinion  of  the  Cnair  is  very  clear 
upon  that  hmd:  that  it  does  come  within  the  ex- 
ception, and  is  excluded  by  the  rule.  But  inde- 
pendent of  his  own  opinion,  the  fact  that  the  Sen- 
ate, at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  overruled  a 
decision  sustaining  the  amendment  as  in  order, 
would  make  it  respectful  for  the  Chair  to  decide 
that  the  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  respectfully  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is,  '•  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate?" 

Mr.  CHASE.  On  that  question  I  call  for  the' 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  have  a  strong  impression,  with 
some  other  gentlemen  who  voted  on  this  matter 
in  1852,  when  it  was  up,  that  the  question  of  order 
was  then  raised,  ana  decided  favorably  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  proposition.  I  havesentfor 
the  debates  of  that  year  to  see  if  we  cannot  find 


some  evidence  of  it  there.  Before  I  receive  that 
volume,  and  before  the  question  is  taken,  I  wish 
to  refer  the  Senate  to  a  question  of  order  which 
was  raised  on  a  somewhat  similar  case  in  that 
year.  I  find,  by  reference  to  the  Journal  of  ths 
Senate  of  August  10,  1852: 

"The  Senate  rotiUMipd,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the  Whole, 
■be  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  43)  maltinK  appropria- 
tion Ibr  tlie  current  and  coniingent  expenses  or  die  Inidlan 
department,  and  for  ruiflliliig  treaty  stipulations  with  Ihe 
various  Indian  tribes,  for  Ike  year  ending  June  30,  I8S3." 

A  motion  was  made  by  myself  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting: 

"  For  supplying  a  deflciency  In  the  appiopriaUona  here- 
tofore made  lor  tiie  removal  of  the  Clinciaw  Indians  from 
Mi»:Fis»ip|)j,  as  estimated  by  Ihe  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  9.T7,419. 

**  A  lid  tlie  same  being  objected  lo  as  against  the  30ttl  rule, 

''The  PRBSinsNTm-otcmjMrs  submitted  the  question  {or 
the  decision  of  Itie  Seuate.  wliether  the  said  amendment 
was  in  order  ;  and 

"  It  was  determined  inlheaArmative— yeas3D,nays  I4,» 

This  was  at  the  same  session,  and  upon  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia must  remember  that  decision,  it  was  in  re- 
gard to  the  claim  of  William  B.  Hart  and  oihera, 
who  represented  the  contractors  for  removing  the 
Choctaw  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  MisHinsippi, 
under  a  contract  made  with  the  Government.  The 
only  specification  in  the  existing  law  at  the  time 
was  that  the  Executive  should  be  authorized  to 
make  a  contract  for  the  removal  of  those  Indians, 
and  perhaps  it  made  an  appropriation  for  that 
purpose,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  that  was 
so  or  not.  Probably  there  was  an  appropriation 
in  the  bill.  The  contractors,  in  the  execution  of 
the  contract,  were  detained  a  great  length  of  time, 
unnecessarily,  as  they  alleged,  by  the  default  of  the 
Government  in  not  sending  one  half  the  amount 
of  scrip  claimed  by  the  emigrant  Choctaw  Indians 
in  due  time.  They  alleged  that  they  had  assem- 
bled a  large  proportion  of  the  Indians  in  as  short 
a  time  after  they  entered  upon  the  execution  of 
the  contract  as  was  practicable.  The  Indians 
were  poor,  and  came  with  their  families,  perhaps 
one  thousand  or  two  thousand  of  them,  and  the 
contractora  had  to  subsist  the  Indians  out  of  their 
own  funds.  Their  contract  was,  in  terms,  that  they 
should  remove  the  Indilins  for  so  much  a  head,  or 
for  a  certain  sum  in  gross,  according  to  the  num- 
ber  removed.  The  question  arose  whether  they 
were  not  entitled  to  indemnity  from  the  Govern- 
ment,  in  consequence  of  the  default  of  the  officer* 
of  the  Government  in  not  transmitting  earlier  to 
the  Choctaw  Indians  the  scrip  which  was  to  be 
handed  over  to  them  before  they  started  on  their 
journey  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  claim 
was  for  the  supplies,  clothing,  and  provisions  fur- 
nished while  they  were  encamped. 

An  amendment  to  provide  for  this  'claim  was 
moved  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  and  the 
question  was  raised  whether  it  was  not  a  mere 
private  claim?  The  amendment  was  to  provide 
for  contractors  who  had  stipulated  for  a  particu- 
lar amount  to  remove  the  Choctaws  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  after  they  had  been  paid 
the  amount  specified  in  the  contract;  the  claim  was 
for  indemnity  for  extra  supplies  furnished  them, 
upon  the  allegation  that  there  had  been  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  Upon  that  ground, 
the  exception  was  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
in  that  case  as  in  the  other,  that  it  was  excluded 
by  the  30th  rule.  The  qq^tion  was  debatsd 
ptttly  fully,  and  the  Senate  decided,  by  a  vote 
of  thirty  to  fourteen,  that  it  was  not  a  private 
claim  coming  within  the  30lh  rule.  Upon  what 
ground?  Because  here  was  an  existing  act  of 
Congress  authorizing  the  President  to  contract  for 
the  transportation  of  those  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, (probably  it  could  have  been  executed  for 
the  specific  amount  mentioned  in  it;)  and  there 
was  a  further  stipulation  in  it  that  they  should 
make  no  claim  for  extra  supplies.  Nevertheless, 
the  Government,  by  its  n^Iigence  in  waiting  a 
month,  or  perhaps  two  months,  before  sending 
the  scrip  which  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  Choc- 
taws before  their  removal,  caused  the  contractors 
to  be  subjected  to  the  expense  of  supplying  the 
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Indiana  encamped  in  the  mean  time.  Although 
the  contractora  received  the  entire  amount  speci- 
fied in  their  contract  with  the  Government  for  the 
removal,  yet  they  claimed  remuneration  for  extra 
expenaea  and  chargea  incurred  by  the  negligence 
of  the  Government. 

The  argument  waa,  that  it  justly  belonged  to 
that  claea  of  private  claims  meant  to  be  included 
under  the  act  of  1830.  The  reply  waa,  that  here 
waa  an  act  of  Congreaa  authorizmg  this  removal; 
here  waa  an  existing  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  It  was  a  claim  which  was  set  up 
under  on  existing  act  which  had  not  been  fulfilled 
in  good  faith  to  the  contractors.  That  was  the 
state  of  that  case;  and  the  amendment  was  ruled 
to  be  in  order. 

In  addition  to  that,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
after  the  question  upon  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore us  had  been  debated — whether  it  arose  in  1853 
or  not  for  the  first  time  I  do  not  know — so  clear 
was  the  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it,  that 
the  amendment  was  ruled  to  be  in  order,  after  full 
consideration,  when  objection  was  taken  that  it  did 
not  properly  come  within  the  30th  rule.  If  1  can 
refer  to  the  debates  on  that  point,  I  shall  do  ao, 
and  see  whether  I  am  not  correct.  I  think  it  will 
be  found  that  this  question  was  settled  at  the  very 
first  session  when  tne  claim  was  presented  in  the 
Senate.  But  it  may  have  been  that  in  the  decision 
alluded  to  by  the  senator  from  Ohio,  the  excep- 
tion waa  taken  and  sustained ,  when  it  was  offered 
as  ao  amendment  to  the  deficiency  bill  by  a  mem- 
ber on  his  individual  responsibility,  and  not  by 
order  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  Senate.  The 
debatea  upon  the  question  will  show  how  that 
was.  I  do  not  myself  remember  the  facta;  and 
though  I  preaenled  the  amendment,  I  cannot  say 
whether  it  was  by  order  of  the  committee  or  not. 
I  know  it  was  amply  discussed.  I  think  the 
question  of  order  was  discussed.  Whether  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate  was  taken  upon  the  ques- 
tion or  not,  I  am  hardly  able  to  say.  It  may  be 
that  m^  recollection  is  founded  upon  the  objections 
stated  in  the  argument;  or  it  may  be,  as  is  sug- 
rested  to  me  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
UETKR,]  that  many  Senators  declared  their  inten- 
tion to  vote  against  it,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
deficiency  bill,  because  it  was  not  appropriate  to 
that  bill. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  have  before  me,  in  the  Con- 
gressional Globe,  the  debate  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  refers,  which  took  place  in  1852, 
when  he  first  introduced  this  provision. 

Mr.  BELL.  Was  that  the  first  year  when  it 
was  proposed  ? 

Mr.  CHASE.  That  is  the  first  time  it  was 
presented  when  discussion  arose.  The  Senator 
from  Tennessee  then  proposed  the  following 
amendment  to  the  deficiency  bill  of  that  year: 

"  For  payowni  to  the  citlsenaof  Alabama,  Ocorgta,  and 
Florida,  fur  depredation*  eommlued  by  Creek  Indiaiu  upon 
tlieir  property,  and  Ibr  nUier  pmperty  taken  by  Ibe  iroopt  ot 
the  Itiiited  SUMS  and  friendly  Creeka,  in  Ibe  year  1836, 
♦3S5,797.»  .  • 

And  then  he  immediately  proceeded  to  say: 
"  I  ollkr  Ibia  by  direction  of  Ibe  Carominee  on  Indian  At- 

tUn.    I  would  not  have  presumed  lo  offer  It  upon  my  own 

lespoaaibiliiy,"  lie. 

Then  a  debate  followed  upon  the  merits  of  the 
claim,  showing  clearly  that  there  was  no  question 
of  order  made  at  that  time. 

The  question  on  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted-^ 
yeas  17,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mean.  Allen,  BuUer,  Chaae,  Dodge  of  Wia- 
eoniin,  Dodg*  or  Iowa,  Fi>b,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  Jonw  of 
Iowa,  Penit.  Blidell,  Stuait,  Bumner,  Toaeey,  Wade,  Wei- 
ler,  arid  Wriibt— 17. 

NAYS— lUeura.  Badger,  Bell,  Benjamin,  CUiy,  Oawaon, 
Evereti,  Piixpairick,  Fool,  G«yer,Pmlt,  Rusk,  Sebaalian, 
Beward,  Toomba,  and  Walker— Is. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and 
the  amendment  waa  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  am  ajithorlzed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  to  ofier  the  following  smend- 
ment: 

That  to  raeh  Cberokeea  a*  were  omitted  ia  the  cenana 
takrn  by  D.  W.  Biler,  but  who  were  included  and  paid 
under  the  act  of  July,  1848,  tbe  Commliiinner  of  Indian 
Aflbira  be  authorised  lo  pay  tliem  Ibe  same  ver  capita  allow- 
ance that  waa  paid  the  other  Indiana  under  that  dialribu  • 
tion :  ProvUtiif  The  commiaslon  Bball  be  ■atlsfled  that  ihey 
ouRbt  to  be  included  iu  said  par  eajiUa  diatribution ;  and 
that  the  aum  of  ^,000  be  appropriated  for  that  purpoie. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Texas  if  thia  appliaa  to  a  bond,  or  to  individuala? 


Mr,  RUSK.  Inonotknow  exactly  tbe  amount, 
nor  could  iheCommiasionerof  Indian  Affairs  him- 
self estimate  the  amount,  necessary  to  carry  out 
this  provision;  but  |5,000  is  sufficient,  and  will, 
perhaps,  more  than  cover  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     Is  it  a  private  claim  i 

Mr.  RUSK.  No,  sir;  but  I  will  state  how  it 
arises.  By  the  treatv  with  theae  Indians,  they 
were  to  have  so  much  per  capita  out  of  a  certain 
fund.  There  was  a  census  of  them  taken,  in  what 
year  I  do  not  remember,  by  D.  W.  Siler.  It  was 
alleged  by  the  Indians  that  he  did  not  take  the 
entire  census;  that  there  were  some  who  lived  at 
a  distance  from  where  he  was,  whom  he  did  not 
enumerate.  An  examination  waa  made  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  it  was  found 
that  all  the  Indians  were  not  included.  From  the 
report  of  the  agent,  it  waa  ascertained  that  the 
Indiana  proposed  to  be  provided  for  by  this  amend- 
ment were  not  included  in  Siler's  census.  They 
were  just  aa  much  entitled  to  be  paid  under  the 
treaty  as  were  the  others.  The  others  were  paid 
simply  because  they  were  included  by  Mr.  Siler. 
This  proposes  to  pay  thoae  who  were  not  included , 
provided  the  commissi«ner  shall  aacerlain  that  they 
are  entitled.    It  is  but  an  act  of  juatice. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  wiah  to  have  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  whether  this  ia  a  private  claim  or 
not. 

Mr.  RUSK.   It  is  to  carry  out  an  existing  law. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  cannot  see  the  distinction  be- 
tween this  caae  and  the  one  which  has  just  been 
decided.  The  claim  which  has  jiut  been  decided 
not  to  be  in  order,  was  a  claim  growing  out  of  the 
act  of  1834. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Not  at  all. 

.Mr.  PRATT.  If  there  is  a  claim  at  all  In  that 
case,  it  is  a  claim  existineunder  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1834.  Now,  tne  Senator  from  Texas 
supposes  that  his  amendment  does  not  come  within 
the  rule  which  forbids  private  claims  to  be  offered 
as  amendments  to  an  appropriation  bill,  because, 
he  says,  it  is  a  claim  growing  out  of  some  public 
law.  That  is  the  only  ground  upon  which  he  can 
put  it;  because,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  amend- 
ment itself,  a  claim  of  ao  much  money  to  be  paid 
per  eapUa  to  certain  Indians.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
private  claim  on  the  part  of  those  Indians,  to  re- 
ceive per  capita  a  certain  amount  of  money. 

The  Senator  from  Texaa  says  thia  is  not  a  pri- 
vate claim,  within  the  view  of  tbe  thirtieth  rule, 
because  it  is  a  claim  growing  out  of  a  treaty  or 
public  Uw.  I  think  the  Senator  ia  right;  but  if 
he  ia  right  now,  the  Senate  were  wrong  in  the  de- 
cision which  they  have  just  given.  A  decision  in 
favor  of  thia  claim  now,  by  tbe  Senate,  would  in- 
volve, in  order  to  preserve  consistency,  a^neces- 
aary  result,  the  reconsideration  of  the  von  which 
has  just  been  given.  If  the  inhabitants  of  Alabama 
and  Georeia  are  entitled  to  receive  anything  for 
the  depredations  committed  upon  them,  it  is  only 
because,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1834, 
they  are  entitled  to  the  money  which  was  proposed 
to  be  appropriated  by  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Georgia.  1 1  ia  a  proviaion,  there- 
fore, made  by  a  public  law;  and  it  is  a  provision 
in  relation  to  individuals.  Here  is  an  amend- 
ment which  given  a  per  eopito  amount  to  Indians; 
and  the  only  reaaon,  according  to  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Texaa,  why  it  is  not  a  private 
claim,  is  because  these  individual  Indians  are  en- 
titled to  it  under  some  public  law.  I  desire  only, 
for  the  sake  of  consistency,  that  the  Chair  ahall 
decide  this  question. 

Mr.  RUSK.    The  rule  is  very  clear: 

"No  amendment  propoirinf  addiUnnal  appropriationi 
ahall  be  received  to  any  (teneml  approoriation  bill,  aiilaaa  it 
ke  made  to  cany  out  tbe  provisiona  oraome  eiiatinc  law." 

Now  here  ia  clearly  an  exiating  law;  here  is  a 
treaty  with  these  Indians,  which  is  the  law  of  the 
land,  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  per  capHa 
allowance  to  uien.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  thia 
amendment  is  to  carry  out  a  general  law  of  the 
land.    But  the  rule  proceeds: 

— "or  aome  act  or  reaelationr  prpviouily  paaaed  by  the 
Senate  during  Ibat  aeaaion,  ur  moved  by  direction  of  a 
Blending  commillee  ff  the  Bcnate,  or  in  purinance  of  an 
eatimate  from  the  bead  of  aome  of  Ibe  Deparimenia ;  and  no 
amendment  aball  be  received  whoaa  sbjeel  ia  to  provide  for 
a  private  claim,  akboagh  Itie  aaioe  stay  have  been  pM- 
vioaaly  aaoclioned  by  Uie  Senate." 

This  is  simply  carrying  oat  a  law,  an  obliga- 
tion, which  would  have  been  discharged  before  but 
for  a  defect  in  the  census  which  waa  taken,  and 
wbicb  waa  dioeoTersd  and  rsetifisd  by  the  act  vf 


1648.  It  is  just  aa  dearly  not  a  private  daim, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  rule,  a«ia  a  provision  to 
pay  the  salary  of  an  oiEcer.  The  aalary  of  tha 
oflicers  of  the  Government  is  aacertoined  by  th« 
law  of  the  land;  and  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 
theae  Indians  most  be  aacertained  by  reference  to 
the  treaty,  which  is  the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  to  read  the  first  clause 
of  the  seventeenth  section /^f  the  act  of  1834,  oit 
which  the  claim  presented^jy  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  is  predicated.  It  is  in  these 
words: 

"That  ir  any  Indian  or  Indiana,  belmglng  to  any  tribe 
inamily  with  the  United  Slates,  ahall,  within  the  IikHsu 
country,  uke  or  deelroy  the  property  of  any  peraon  law- 
fiilly  within  aueb  country,  or  ahall  pass  from  Ibe  Indian 
country  into  any  Bute  or  Territory  inhabiied  by  cliizenaer 
(he  United  Slates,  and  there  take,  ateal,  or  deelroy,  anjr 
hnrae,  horses,  or  other  property,  belonging  to  any  citizen 
or  inhabitant  of  the  United  Sialea.  aneh  eliizen  or  inhaMt- 
ani,  biri  repreaentalive,  attorney,  or  agent,  may  make  spftH- 
catlon  10  the  proper  auperiniendeni,  agent,  or  aab-ageM, 
who,  npon  being  nimisbed  wiih  tt>e  neceaaary  documents 
and  prnnrn,  ahall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Preaident^ 
make  appllcaUon  to  the  nauon  or  tribe  lo  which  asid  Indian 
or  Indiana  abail  belong,  lor  aatlaraclioB,"  lie. 

Then  it  provides,  that  if  the  nation  to  which  tbk 
Indian  or  Indians  depredating  may  belong  does 
not  indemnify  the  individuals  saffeia|,  the  United 
States  shall  do  it.  W 

Mr.  RUSK.  Will  the  Senator  aU<»*  ma  a 
moment?     

Mr.  PRATT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  voted  with  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  in  regard  to  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  senator  from  Georgia.  I  thought  it  ought  to 
be  included,  and  1  think  ao  still.  1  have  voted 
for  that  half  a  dozen  times.  But  the  Senator  will 
obaerve  this  clear  distinction:  that  the  law  of  1834 
is  not  applicable  to  the  Stales  of  Alabama  and 
Georgia,  and  therefore  the  claims  of  citizens  of 
those  Statea  for  the  depredations  referred  to  have 
not  been  paid. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  only  to  make  myaelf 
understood.  I  find  that  I  voted,  at  the  lastsession, 
that  the  claim,  presented  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  was  a  private  claim;  but  I 
apprehend  very  many  Senators  ao  voted  because 
they  did  not  think  that  the  citizens  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama  came  within  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
1834.  Whether  they  are  entitled  to  the  money  or 
not  is  one  question.  They  claim  lo  be  cntitlM  to 
it  under  that  law.    You  refused  to  permit  that 

auestion  to  be  decided  by  the  Senate,  by  sayio^; 
lat  it  is  a  private  claim,  altbooeh  it  may  exist  aa 
a  daim  under  that  law.  Now,!  say  that  the  (fe- 
cision  which  has  been  made  by  the  Senate  should 
not  have  been  made;  but  the  whole  queation 
should  be  presented  to  theSenate,  whether,  under 
the  seventeenth  section  of  the  act  of  1834,  the  !•• 
habitanta  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  were  entitled 
to  be  paid  for  thoae  depredationa.  Now,  theSen- 
ator  from  Texas  concedes  that  if  they  were  enti- 
tied  to  be  paid  under  the  act  of  1834,  that  amend- 
ment atands  in  the  aame  position  with  the  one 
which  he  has  now  offered.  • 

Mr.  RUSK.    Certainly. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  the  inhahitaats  of  Alabama 
and  Georgia  have  no  claim  under  the  act  of  1834, 
it  is  not  pretended,  on  the  part  of  the  honorabia 
Senator  from  Georgia,  or  any  one  else,  that  they 
have  any  claim  at  alt.  Therefore,  being  preaent^ 
from  a  eommittee,  as  a  claim  under  an  exiating^ 
law,  tbe  Senate  akouU  not  Have  decided  against 
the  amendment  upon  a  queation  of  order,  as  to 
whether  the  claim  ought  to  be  considered  or  not. 
The  Committee  on  Indinn  Affsirs  reported  that  a* 
an  amendment,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  a  juat 
claim  under  the  act  of  1834. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Under  the  principtea  of  the  act 
of  1834. 

Mr.  PRATT.    Under  the  act  of  1834. 

Mr.  RUSK.    Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  PRATT.  That  is  to  say,  Indians  in  antitjr 
with  tbe  United  States  proceedetl  from  their  terri- 
tory within  the  limits  of  Alabama,  and  dealroyed 
the  property  of  dtizena  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  should  be  paid  for  under  the  act  of  1834. 
Commissioners  were  appointed,  who  have  adju- 
dicated the  amount,  and  that  amount  has  been  rec- 
ommended to  be  paiiL  That  is  the  claim,  aa  I 
nnderstand  it  to  be,  Resented  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Georsia.  Now,  I  say  it  is  mani- 
festly unjust  that  uiat  amendment  should  have 
been  set  aside,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  private 
clai»,aDd  that  this  claim  should  b«  odmittsda 
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when  the  Senator  who  presents  this  admits  that  if 
the  other  comes  within  the  act  of  1834,  it  is  nota 
private  claim,  and  should  not  have  been  ruled  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  from  Maryland 
was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  intercourse  act.  It 
only  applies  to  Indiana  within  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  nnil  not  to  Indians  within  the  States. 
If  the  Indians  within  the  territories  come  into  the 
Slates,  and  make  spoliations,  it  covers  their  case, 
and  it  covers  the  case  of  spoliations  within  the 
territories;  but  it  does  not  apply  at  all  to  Indians 
within  a  State;  and  there  is  the  mistake  of  the  Sen- 
ator. Nor  was  the  claim  set  up  heretofore — I  do 
not  know  what  reasons  may  be  urged  for  it  now 
^-on  the  ground  that  it  comes  within  that  act;  but 
it  was  said  to  come  within  the  equity  of  the  act. 
It  was  said  that  if  the  policy  and  principle  upon 
which  that  act  was  founded,  were  correct,  then,  in 
equity,  the  persons  upon  whom  spoliations  were 
committed  in  Georgia  and  Alabama  were  entitled 
to  indemnity,  but  it  never  was  asserted  that  the 
claim  came  within  the  act  of  1834. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Theact  provides  that  if  Indiana 
"  shall  pass  from  the  Indian  coitnlry  into  any  State 
or  Territory  inhabited  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  there  take"  &c.,  indemnity  shall 
be  made.  Did  not  those  Indians  pass  from  the 
Indian  country.' 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  will  look  at 
the  &rBt  section  of  that  act,  he  will  find  that  it  de- 
fines what  the  Indian  country  is.  • 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  is 
mistaken. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     We  shall  see. 

Mr.  TOOM  BS.  The  first  section  of  the  act  is 
not,  1  think,  subject  to  the  construction  which  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  would  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
question  which  gentlemen  are  debating  cannot  be 
reached  without  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  PRATT.  It  is  claimed  that  this  amend- 
ment is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  submit  that  question  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

•  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Brioht.) 
The  question  presented  is,  whether  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  Senator  from  Texas,  from 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  comes  within 
the  rule.  It  is  very  difficult  to  apply  the  thirtieth 
rule  to  all  the  different  cases  which  arise  here 
suddenly;  but  the  Chair  is  of  the  impression  that 
this  amendment  is  excluded  as  a  private  claim. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair;  and  I  desire  to  say  a  word  upon  the  que.i- 
tion,  as  the  argument  has  taken  a  very  extensive 
range.  If  any  payment  ever  be  made  under  the 
appropriation  made  by  this  amendment  of  mine, 
it  will  be  made  under  a  treaty,  which  is  the  law 
of  the  land.  The  amendment  does  not  select  out 
the  individuals  to  whom  the  money  ia  to  be  paid; 
it  does  not  ascertain  them;  it  does  not  fix  the 
amount.  The  amount  is  fixed  by  law.  This  is 
altogether  different  from  the  case  which  has  just 
been  ruled  to  be  a  private  claim,  and  excluded  h.s 
auch,  because  the  Indian  intercourse  law  of  1834 
does  not  extend  over  Alabama  and  Georgia.  If 
it  did,  there  would  be  no  application  of  that  sort, 
because  the  law  provides  that  the  claims  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury.  Every  one  familiar 
with  the  history  of  that  claim,  (and  it  has  been 
before  Congress  for  several  years  past,)  knows 
that  it  does  not  come  within  the  law  of  1834.  I 
believe  upon  two  occasions,  certainly  upon  one, 
a  bill  passed  the  Senate,  but  was  defeated  in  the 
House,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  intercourse 
law  of  1834  to  Alabama  and  Georgia.  I  believe 
that  it  is  not  pretended — I  do  not  think  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Georgia  pretended — that  it 
came  within  the  provisions  of  that  law.  Pie  said 
it  came  within  the  principles  of  the  law,  and 
ought  to  have  been  paid  according  to  them;  but 
the  law  does  not  extend  there;  and  twice,  I  think, 
certainljr  once,  when  a  bill  passed  this  body  to 
extend  it  over  the  Slates  of  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Texas,  it  was  defeated  in  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  TOO.VIBS.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  is  wrong;  and  I  will,  therefore,  vote 
with  the  Senator  from  Texas.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  amendment  of  that  Senator  is  to  carry  out  an 
existing  law.  So  was  the  amendment  which  I 
introduced  by  direction  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  and  to  were  some  of  the  amendment* 


of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  Senate  ac- 
quiesced in  the  amendments  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, decided  against  mine,  and  will  probably 
decide  for  this,  showing  the  certainty  of  these  mat- 
ters. 

But,  sir,  I  wish  to  put  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia right  on  another  point.  I  stated  that  the 
case  which  I  presented  was  clearly  within  the 
principle,  and,  in  my  judgment,  within  the  letter 
of  the  intercourse  law  of  1834.  He  hos  referred 
to  the  first  section  of  Ihat  low,  as  showing  that  it 
does  not  embrace  Alabama  and  Georgia.  That 
first  section  is  a  very  singular  one,  and,  according 
to  its  wording,  the  gentleman  contends  that  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  are  not  included 
within  its  letter.  I  will  read  it,  to  show  that  he  is 
wrong  in  point  of  fact.  It  defines  the  Indian  coun- 
try thus: 

"  All  that  part  of  the  United  Suies  west  of  (lie  MiMia- 
sippi,  nnd  not  within  tlie  States  of  Mi<(Souri  and  Louiitiaiia 
or  ttii:  Territory  of  Arkansas" — 

That  does  not  include  us,  of  course;  but  it  goes 
on: 

— '*  and  also  thai  part  orthe  United  States  east  of  the  Mis- 
stHfiippi  river,  and  not  within  any  Slate,  to  which  Ihe  In- 
dian lillehaHnot  been  exlinguislicd." 

This  includes  the  Creek  country  then  within 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  It  was  not  within  a  Slate 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  extin- 
guished, but  within  States  to  which  the  Indian 
title  had  been  extinguished.  The  territory  men- 
tioned, it  was  declared,  should  "  for  the  purposes 
of  this  act  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  Indian 
country."  The  act  does  not  mention  territories 
east  of  the  Mississippi;  it  does  not  mention  Flor- 
ida, then  a  Territory,  as  the  Senator  seems  to  sup- 
pose. It  applies  to  "  that  part  of  the  United  .Slates 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  not  within  any 
Stale  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extin- 
guished." This  Indian  country  was  "  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  not  within  any  State  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished," 
but  within  Slates  to  which  the  Indian  title  had 
been  extinguished. 

Mr.  PEl'TIT.     What  ia  thedateof  the  act.' 

Mr.  TOOM  BS.     June  30,  1834. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  That  was  before  Wi.TConsin 
and  Michigan  were  admitted,  and  thoHe  were  the 
Territories  alluded  to  "  ea.st  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  not  within  any  State." 

Mr.  TOO.MBS.  The  words  are:  "  not  within 
any  State  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been 
extinguished."  That  is  thedesignation.  It  does 
not  say  "  any  State,"  but  "  any  State  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished." 

Mr.  PETTIT.  It  refers  to  lands  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  It  says  "that  part  of  the 
United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
not  within  any  State  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
not  been  extinguished,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  Indian  country." 

Mr.  FISH.  What  Indian  title  was  there  to 
extinguish  in  Georgia  and  Alabama.' 

Mr.  PETTIT.  What  is  the  punctuation  of 
that  clause.'     Is  there  a  comma  after  "  Slate?" 

Mr.  TOOMBS.     That  makes  no  difference. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  will  observe 
the  section  closely,  he  will  see  that  I  was  strictly 
accurate.  First  it  applies  to  all  Territories  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  excepting  by  name  the 
Slates  there,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Next 
it  applies  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  to  States 
in  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished. 
It  does  not  apply,  it  cannot  apply,  to  States  in 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  be- 
cause there  is  there  no  Indian  territory  to  which 
it  can  apply;  but  it  was  designed  to  apply  to  the 
Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Florida,  which 
were  not  then  States,  and  in  which  there  was 
Indian  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi.  If  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  will  look  at  the  debates — for 
there  have  been  extended  debatesupon  this  claim — 
he  will  find  that  it  was  admitted,  by  those  who  ad- 
vocated the  claim,  that  the  intercourse  act  did  not 
apply  to  it.  If  it  applied,  the  claimants  might 
have  gone  to  the  Department  without  coming  here 
for  payment.  He  will  find  that  that  admission 
was  made  two  years  ago  hy  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,]  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Clemeni,]  who  introduced  it,  and  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  whodis- 
cussed  it.  It  was  never  claimed  before  that  that 
law  covered  it. 


Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  ascertain  from  the 
Senator  from  Texas  one  or  two  facts  in  reference 
to  this  question  before  I  vote  upon  it.  I  under- 
stand him  to  say,  that  there  was  originally  a 
treaty  with  these'Indians,  by  which  certain  sums 
of  money  were  to  be  paid;  that  then  it  was  claimed 
that  some  of  them  were  left  out  in  an  enumeration 
taken,  and  that  the  object  of  this  amendment  is  to 
supply  that  defect,  and  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty,  as  well  as  of  a  subsequent  law. 

Mr.  RUSK.     That  is  precisely  the  case. 

Mr.  STUART.  A  word  or  two  will  explain 
the  reason  for  my  vote  upon  this  question.  I 
voied  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  the 
other  case,  from  a  very  clear  impression  that  he 
was  right.  But,  sir,  under  our  Government,  a 
treaty  with  an  Indian  tribe  occupies  precisely  the 
same  relation  that  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
does.  If  we  were  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  to  pay  certain  claims,  an  amend- 
ment to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  that  treaty 
would  clearly  be  in  order,  and  could  not  be  ob- 
jected to  as  providing  for  a  private  claim.  Here 
IS  a  case  arising  under  a  treaty  with  an  Indian 
tribe.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  depart- 
ment of  this  Government  to  carry  out  that  treaty. 
There  has  been  a  defect,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  have  not  been  curried  out. 
The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  cure  that  de- 
fect, and  to  carry  out  the  original  intention. 

Now,  .sir,  such  a  proposition  is  clearly  not  a 
private  claim.  The  law,  for  certain  wise  purposes, 
has  said  that  payments  to  Indians  shall  be  made 
ptr  capita,  in  order  to  prevent  frauds;  but  that 
does  not  individualize  the  claims  at  all.  If  you 
are  to  carry  out  thedistinction  contended  for  on  the 
other  side,  there  would  be  nothing  but  a  private 
claim  under  the  Government.  The  salaries  of 
your  officers  would  become  private  claims. 

The  question  has  been  alluded  to  as  to  contract- 
ors— individuals  who  contract  to  carry  out  treaty 
provisions  with  Indians,  by  furnishing  goods,  &c. 
That  is  all  within  the  authority  of  the  Executive 
department,  and  is  u  public  transaction;  but  the 
moment  you  step  beyond  that  contract,  and  find 
that  your  contractor  asks  for  extra  pay,  it  be- 
comes a  private  claim,  and  is  excludeil  under  the 
rule. 

I  cannot  consent,  of  course,  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Senate  in  attempting  to  elucidate  this  ques- 
tion. I  only  wished  to  call  out  these  facts  from 
the  Senator  from  Texas,  by  which  it  appears  that 
this  amendment  is  cleyly  to  carry  out  a  treaty,  a 
public  law,  and  not  to  indemnify  individuals. 
The  difficulty  in  the  other  case  was,  that  the 
amendment  wos  to  pay  private  individualit  for  in- 
dividual claims  that  they  had  for  spoliations, 
which  is  as  much  a  private  claim  as  any  which 
can  be  presented. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan has  said,  and  well  said,  exactly  what  I  had 
wished  to  say  in  regard  to  this  case.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  it  was  the  constant  practice  of 
the  late  Vice  President  King,  when  presiding  of- 
ficer of  this  body,  in  ascertaining  the  distinction 
between  what  were  and  were  not  private  claims, 
to  inquire  whether  they  were  in  fulfillment  of  an 
existing  law  or  treaty,  or  not.  If  they  were,  he 
never  excluded  them,  although  the  benefit  of  the 
proposed  appropriation  might  inure  to  one  indi- 
vidual, or  to  a  class  of  individuals. 

The  treaty  under  which  this  claim  arises  is  the 
treaty  of  1835- 'G,  with  the  Cherokees.  An  ap- 
propriation was  made  in  the  year  1851  to  carry 
out  that  treaty.  In  the  administration,  however, 
of  that  fund,  the  mere  division  of  it,  it  was  re- 
quisite, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  who  were 
the  true  beneficiaries  of  it,  to  make  an  enrollment 
of  the  Indians.  An  agent  was  sent  out  by  the 
Department  for  that  purpose.  In  making  that 
enrollment,  unavoidably,  from  the  absence  of  the 
claimants  and  from  difterent  causes,  he  was  un- 
able to  make  a  complete  enrollment  of  all  the  per- 
sons entitled.  Hence,  %ome  who  were  clearly 
entitled  under  the  law,  and  under  the  treaty,  did 
not  receive  their  per  capita.  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair,  and  of  the  Senate  also,  to  the 
case  of  Andrew  Taylor,  who  was  embraced  by  a 
vote  of  the  Senote  in  the  lost  Indian  appropriation 
bill,  arising  under  the  very  same  treaty,  but  under 
a  different  clause.  That,  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate, 
was  decided  not  to  be  a  private  claim.  That  oc- 
curred on  the  discussion  of  the  last  (ntlian  appro- 
prialipq  bifl  iti  thi*  body. 
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Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  voted  to  lustain  the  deciiion 
of  the  Chair  in  the  caae  last  decided,  and  I  voted 
80  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  existing 
legislation  that  would  authorize  the  payment.  I 
think  80  still.  If  there  had  been  existing  legisla- 
tion which  wootd  authorize  the  payment,  bo  that 
the  Executive  officers  of  the  Government  could 
make  that  payment,  if  they  had  funds  applicable 
to  the  purpose,  it  would  be  a  case  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  proposition  under  the  rule;  and  then  I 
should  have  voted  diSierently  from  what  I  did. 
In  this  case,  there  is  a  law  under  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  officers  of  the  Qovemment  to  make 
this  payment,  if  they  have  the  means  of  doing  so. 
The  object  of  this  appropriation  is  not  to  change 
the  law,  it  is  not  to  add  a  new  law,  it  is  merely  to 
provide  ways  and  means  from  which  the  officers 
at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue  may  make  the  pay- 
ment. 

Now,  if  the  Senator  from  Georgia  was  right  in 
his  supposition,  that  the  claim  which  he  presented 
was  a  debt  due  within  the  law  of  1834,  and  only 
wanted  an  appropriation  of  money,  1  voted  wrong; 
but,  thinking  that  he  needed  some  further  legisla- 
.tion,  and  that  the  propriety  of  that  legislatinn 
must  be  brought  under  discussion  before  we 
reached  the  point  of  appropriation,  I  voted  in  op- 
.  position  to  his  views.  But  now  in  this  case,  we 
need  no  new  law.  We  need  no  extension  of  law. 
Indeed,  we  need  no  legislation,  properly  so  called. 
We  need  merely  the  appropriation  of  the  money; 
and  llie  existing  law  applies  it  to  this  object.  If 
I  understand  it,  there  is  a  treaty  by  which  these 
individuals  are  entitled  to  this  money — just  as 
much  entitled  to  it  as  any  officer  under  this  Gov- 
ernment is  entitled  to  the  amount  which  the  law 
has  fixed  for  his  salary. 

Mr,  HUNTER.    I  believe  it  has  been  ruled  by 
those  who  have  held  the  Chair,  that  those  claims 
which   come  in  under  a  treaty  are  not  precluded  > 
bv  the  rule  of  the  Senate.    The  Senator  from  1 
Texas  states  that  there  is  a  treaty  stipulation  in  I 
thiscase.    No  doubt  there  is.   I  have  not  adverted  I 
to  it.    There  is  a  clear  distinction,  which   has  ' 
been  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  be- 
tween the  case  of  a  man  who  comes  in  under  a 
treaty  and  one  who  comes  in  merely  under  some 
supposed  equity  of  a  law. 

Mr.  RUSK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  question  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
Chair;  and  they  were  ordered,  and  taken  with  the 
following  result: 

TEAS— Mrmr*.  Allen,  AtehiMn,  Ctawe,  DndRii  of  VVii 
convin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Evans,  Fish,  Jonei  of  Iowa,  Nor- 
rii,  Petiit^Slldell,  Sumner,  Wade,  and  Williamii— 14. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Retl,  Benjamin,  Brown,  Clay.  Cooper, 
'  Dawaon,  Everett,  Filzpattick,  Hunter,  Pratt.  Rusk,  Selas- 
Uan,  Seward,  Stout,  Toomba,  Toucey,  Walker,  Weller, 
and  Wright— 19. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  wasioverruled,  and 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rusb  was  decided  to  be  in 
order. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  move  the  following  amend- 
ment, by  instruction  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs: 

To  pay  Andrew  Taylor  for  bii  reservation  of  aiz  hun- 
dred and  flirty  acrex  of  land  at  Sillco  Old  Town,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Tennessee  river,  $14,730,  with  intcreal  from 
Itae  asd  of  August,  1843. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
private  claim.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  tells 
me  that  the  decision  of  the  Senate  has  been  had 
upon  it,  and  that  they  have  decided  that  it  is  not 
a  private  claim.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  make  no 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  This  is  the  very  claim  to 
which  I  alluded  a  few  minutes  ago,  which  was 
ruled  into  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  lost  year, 
and  passed  by  the  Senate,  out  was  lost  by  the 
committee  of  conference.  It  was  decided  then, 
by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  not  to  be  a  private 
claim.  ^ 

Mr.  STUART.     What  are  the  facu  ? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  arises  under  a  different 
clause  of  the  same  treaty. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  will  state,  in  a  few  words,  the 
nature  of  the  cose.  This  claim  arises  under  the 
treaty  of  1817,  made  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Cherokee  Indians.  Andrew  Taylor  was 
married  to  a  Cherokee  woman,  by  whom  he  had 
children;  and  under  the  provisions'of  the  treaty, 
therefore,  became  entitled  to  a  section  of  land. 
This  faction  of  land  was  situated  at  Sitico  Old 


Town,  on  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee  river. 
Some  time  subsequently  to  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  the  L^ialature  of  Tennessee  passed  a  law, 
by  which  ths  reservations  made  under  the  treaty 
were  condemned  and  ordered  to  be  sold.  By  the 
provisions  of  that  act  a  sale  was  made,  and  the 
reservation  was  purchased  by  a  white  man,  who 
ejected  Andrew  Taylor;  andTaylor,  by  this  pro- 
cess, lost  his  land. 

In  1835  a  sub8e<|uent  treaty  was  made,  and  it 
contained  a  provision  for  the  indemnification  of 
the  reservees  under  the  treaty  of  1817.  By  the 
seventeenth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  provision 
was  made  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  reser- 
vations; and  the  mode  of  assessment  was  fixed  by 
the  article.  President  Jackson  appointed  two  gen- 
tlemen, Messrs.  Upton  and  Sumray,  to  make  the 
valuation.  They  wereto  fix  the  value  of  the  land 
in  lis  natural  state  at  the  time  the  valuation  should 
t«ke  place.  They  proceeded  to  value  the  land,  and 
fixed  it  at  the  sum  named  in  the  amendment — 
$14,720.  Their  commission  expired  before  the 
report  of  their  proceedings  was  filed.  Subse- 
Quently,  however,  the  estintatesfor  reserves,  under 
the  treaty  of  1817,  were  returned  to  the  office,  and  I 
believe  nearly  all  of  them  have  been  paid.  Interest 
is  fixed  from  the  time  when  the  valuation  was  re- 
turned to  the  Department  and  became  final — the 
2d  of  August,  1843. 

Theseare  the  facts;  and  I  presume  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  passing 
the  amendment.  I  will  not  go  into  a  statement  of 
the  hardships  that  this  man  has  undergone.  It  is 
not  necessary.  The  amendment  was  discussed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  and  was  only  lost,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  informed  the  Senate,  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  it  having  been  given  up  for 
the  purpose,  lu  I  have  learned  from  him,  of  aebu- 
ring  matters  which  were  regarded  as  of  greater 
public  moment.  1  hope;  therefore,  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  think  that  the  Senate  is  very 
much  in  the  habit  of  deciding  claims  to  be  private 
claims  against  which  there  is  a  majority  of  the 
Senate,  and  reversing  the  rule  as  to  claims  which 
meet  the  favor  of  a  majority.  I  think  that  was 
so  in  regard  to  this  claim  at  the  lost  session  of 
Congress.  I  recollect  on  appeal  -was  then  made 
to  the  Senate,  which  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania now  has  not  made,  in  regard  to  the  peculiar 
hardship  of  the  case,  and  the  Senate  decided  it  to 
be  not  a  private  claim,  although  it  had  previously 
decided  the  whole  of  the  class  of  claims  which  haa 
been  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia  to 
be  private  claims. 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  for  a  moment,  to  the  thirtieth  rule,  and 
ascertain  what  its  real  construction  is;  for,  in  my 
judgment,  this  is  a  private  claim,  and  falls  within 
the  rule,  and  I  desire  to  be  consistent  in  my  votes. 
The  rule  is  in  these  words: 

"No  amendment,  proposing  additional  approprlatkma, 
shall  be  received  to  any  general  appropriation  bill,  anieas 
it  be  made  to  carry  nut  the  prDvision><  of  some  existing 
law,  or  some  act  or  resolution  previously  passed  by  tlie 
Senate  during  that  session,  or  moved  by  direction  of  a 
standing  committee  of  the  Senate,  or  in  pursuance  of  an 
estimate  from  the  head  of  some  of  the  Departments ;  and 
no  amendment  shall  be  received,  whose  object  is  to  provide 
for  0  private  claim,  although  the  same  may  have  been  pre- 
viously sanctioned  by  UieaeiMte." 

Now,  sir,  this  rule  establishes  a  general  regula- 
tion applicable  in  its  first  clause  to  all  amend- 
ments, of  every  description,  proposing  additional 
appropriations.  It,  however,  admits  of  certain 
exceptions.  The  first  of  these  exceptions  is, 
"  unless  it  be  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
some  existing  law."  That  aqplies  to  all  amend- 
ments proposing  additional  appropriations.  The 
next  exception  is,  "or  some  act  or  resolution 
previously  passed  by  the  Senate  during  that  ses- 
sion, or  moved  by  direction  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  or  in  pursuance  of  an  esti- 
mate from  the  head  ofsomeof  the  Departments." 
If  an  amendment  falls  within  either  of  these  sx- 
ceptions  it  may  be  presented.  "And  no  amend- 
ment shall  be  received  whose  object  is  to  provide 
for  a  private  claim."  If  it  stopped  there,  it 
would  exclude  the  whole  of  the  amendments 
which  fall  within  these previousexceptionsclearly, 
and  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  ofler  an  amend- 
ment providing'for  a  private  claim,  although  it 
might  be  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
some  existing  law;  although  it  might  be  made  to 


carry  out  the  provisions  of  some  act  or  resolution 
previously' passed  b^  the  Senate;  although  it 
might  be  moved  by  direction  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  or  in  pursuance  of  an  esti- 
mate from  the  head  of  some  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments. I  say  that  if  the  rule  stopped  there,  no 
amendment  proposing  to  provide  for  a  private 
claim  would  be  in  order,  although  it  fell  within 
either  one  of  these  exceptions.  The  rule,  how- 
ever, does  not  stop  there,  but  it  goes  further,  and 
the  whole  of  this  clause,  as  it  stands,  is  in  these 
words:  • 

■■  No  amendment  shall  be  received  wboae  object  is  to 

EDvtde  for  a  private  claim,  aiihougli  the  some  nay  have  - 
en  previously  sanctioned  by  Me  Senate." 

Now,  sir,  this  exception  of  private  claims  ia 
universal,  and  the  clause,  "  although  the  same 
may  have  been  previously  sanctioned  by  the  Sen- 
ate," is  applicable  to  only  one  of  this  class  of  ex- 
ceptions, which  control  all  amendments  whatever. 
It  would  follow,  then,  that  no  amendment  can  be 
received  whose  object  is  to  provide  for  a  private 
claim  in  any  case.  It  cannot  be  received,  although 
it  may  be  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  some 
existing  law,  if  it  comes  strictly  under  the  head 
of  private  claims.  An  example  may  be  found  very 
easily.  Suppose  a  claim  to  arise  under  the  pro- 
visions of  a  general  law,  as  in  the  settlement  of  a 
post  office  account,  or  as  to  the  compensation  of 
some  contractor  under  a  contract  made  with  the 
Government,  and  suppose  that  claim  has  been 
presented  to  the  proper  Department,  and  there  re- 
jected, and  then  comes  here  to  the  Senate.  Then 
It  is  a  private  claim;  yet  it  may  be  made  to  carnr 
out  the  provisions  or  some  existing  law,  but  still 
I  think  tt  is  excluded  by  this  rule. 

Now,  I  admit  that,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  this  claim  doca 
arise  in  consequence  of  a  treaty  which  provided 
for  the  payment  of  the  value  of  this  reservation 
to  the  reservee,  and  the  amount  appears  to  have 
been  ascertained.  What  has  prevented  its  being 
paid  by  the  proper  Department  I  do  not  know; 
out  it  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  those  cases  which 
are  constantly  coming  here,  constantly  referr|d 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  but  which  are  ex- 
cluded by  the  rule  from  being  proposed  as  amend- 
ments to  general  appropriation  bills.  If  it  be  not 
excluded  by  the  rule,  then  it  would  follow  that 
any  amendment  which  provides  for  a  private  claim 
maybe  received  in  every  case  whatsoever,  pro- 
vided for  by  the  exceptions  lo  tne  general  rule  in 
relation  to  all  claims  whatsoever. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  think  if  strict  attention  bad 
been  ^ven  to  the  statement  which  I_  made,  the 
objection  would  not  have  been  raised  b'y  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio.  It  seems  to  me  very  clear  that 
this  claim  is  admissible  under  the  rule.  I  said, 
in  some  remarks  which  I  submitted  on  another 
claim  before  the  Senate,  during  the  course  of  the 
morning,  that  the  object  of  that  rule  was  to  ex- 
clude private  claims  from  being  considered  during 
the  pendency  of  the  general  appropriation  bills, 
because  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  Senate,  in 
full  session,  would  be  very  competent  to  form  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  that  should  be  paid.  That, 
no  doubt,  was  the  substantial  reason  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  rule  But  here,  sir,  in  pursuance  of 
the  treaty  of  1835,  a  claim  arises,  the  amount  of 
which  has  been  already  fixed,  and  fixed  by  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  itaelf.  The  sum  was 
ascertained  as  far  back  as  1843,  and  all  that  is 
necessary  to  be  done  is  to  authorize  the  Depart- 
ment 10  pay  it,  with  such  interest  as  may  nave 
accrued  in  the  mean  time.  What  would  be  die 
object  of  sending  this  claim  to  the  Committee  on 
Cuiims?  The  amount  is  fixed.  The  committee 
would  not  gainsay  thereport  of  the  commissioners, 
because  there  is  no  evidence,  beyond  their  report, 
of  what  was  the  value  of  the  reserved  section  of 
land.  They  were  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  to  estimate,  or  to  value,  to  speak 
more  properly,  the  section  of  which  this  reservee 
had  been  deprived  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee.  The  manner,  the  time  at  which  die 
valuation  was  to  be  fixed,  and  all  the  other  pre- 
liminaries were  arranged  and  provided  for  by  the 
treaty,  and  in  pursuance  of  it  commissioners  were 
appointed,  whose  report  is  on  file  in  the  Depart- 
ment, and  that  fixed  the  sum.  It  ia  in  pursuance 
of  a  treaty  which  is  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
amount  is  fixed;  nothing  is  left  to  be  ascertained; 
all  that  is  to  be  done  is  to  authorize  the  proper 
Department  of  the  Government  to  pay  it  to  &e 
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party  entitled.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  iioth- 
u)g  clearer  than  that  it  falls  within  the  principles 
of  the  rule,  which  has  been  passed  upon  by  the 
Senate  during  the  session  of  to-day.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  objeclinn  to  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  is 
under  the  impression  that  the  amendment  is 
excluded  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  make  a  remark, 
and  then  submit  a  motion  to  the  Senate.  1  think 
my  friend  from  Virginia  must  have  seen,  by  this 
time,  that  the  rule  about  excluding  these  private 
claims  is  of  no  practical  value  to  the  Senate,  iind 
that  the  exposition  of  it  has  occupied  more  time 
and  given  us  more  trouble  than  would  be  involved 
in' the  determination  of  the  merits  of  all  the  private 
claims  which  have  been  proposed  to  be  put  upon 
appropriation  bills  since  the  rule  was  adopted; 
and  I  wish  he  would  consider  the  propriety  of 
introducing  a  proposition  to  rescind  that  rule,  so 
far  as  it  excluQes  private  claims  recommended  by 
the  standing  committees  of  this  body.  Having 
said  this,  I  desire  to  seize  this  favorable  occasion 
to  submit  a  motion,  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns 
to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  hope  that  course  will  not  be 
taken. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  a 
question  before  the  Senate  undisposed  of,  and 
therefore  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  is  not  in  order,  except  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate.  By  unanimous  consent 
the  motion  can  be  received  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  If  the  Senate  adjourn  over 
regularly  from  Thursday  to  Monday,  I  consider 
it  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  every  private  bill 
to  which  a  single  member  of  the  Senate  may  ob- 
ject durins  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  wish  to  remind  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  that  to-morrow  has  been 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  The  reason  for  disposing  of 
them  is  equally  strong. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  the  motion  to  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  Senator  from  Louisiana 
opposes  the  motion,  but  he  does  not  object  to  its 
consideralion  now. 

Mr.  SLI  DELL.  I  do  not  object  to  entertaining 
the  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.   The  Chair  will 
ut  the  question  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 

orth  Carolina. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COOPER.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
decide  that  the  amendment  which  I  have  offered 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Atfairs  is  not  in 
order.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  so 
decides. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.     I  feel  bound  to  do  it. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  move  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OF  REPORTS. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Resohcd,  Thai  eiglil  ll)oiisaii(]  c(iptf.'8  of  the  report  of  an 
exp':<iilion  <lown  the  Zulii  and  Colorado  rivers,  by  Captain 
PtHrrraves,  and  the  like  number  «f  ihc  report  of  Captain  R. 
B.  Marcy,  of  In8  exploration  of  the  waters  of  the  Red  river, 
in  ailditioii  to  tlie  number  of  tliesc  reporta  hcrelolure 
ordered,  be  printed  for  tlie  use  of  tlie  Senate. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thorsdat,  ^pril  27,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henry  Slicer. 

Before  calline  the  House  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  body  a  commu- 
nication from  J.  Lawrence  Smith,  Secretary  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancementof 
Science,  inviting  the  members  of  the  House  ts 
attend  the  meetings  of  that  Association,  now  in 
session  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  then  read  and 
approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  before 
the  House  was  on  recommitting  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pciijiin  Lands  a  bill  "  granting  lands  to  the 
several  States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  rail- 


roads, and  for  other  purposes,"  and  that  upon 
that  question  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dis- 
net]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senate  have 
returned  to  this  House  the  Military  Academy  ap- 
propriation bill,  insisting  upon  their  amendments 
non-concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  asking  for  a 
committee  of  conference.  I  move_  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  conference  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  meet  the  committee  which 
has  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered; 
and 

The  SPEAKER  thereupon  appointed  Messrs. 
Jones,  of  Tennessee,  Bissell,  and  Davis,  of  In- 
diana, as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
DISPOSITION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN. 
Mr.  DISNEY,  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
said  that  the  public  domain  was  vast  in  amount. 
He  (ioubtetl  exceedingly  whether  any  man  now 
living  could  justly  appreciate  the  value  of  that 
domain  in  regard  to  the  future,  looking  upon  it 
as  the  most  solid  basis  of  credit  in  tiine  of  peace, 
and  one  of  the  most  effective  sinews  in  time  of 
war,  and  considering  the  teeming  millions  of 
people  who  were  to  inhabit  it. 

For  the  last  sixty  years  the  public  domain  had 
been  preserved  intact;  and  now  it  remained  for 
this  Congress  to  signalize  itself  by  an  abrupt  and 
violent  departure  fi-om  the  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  destruction  of  this  invaluable 
treasure  of  the  Federal  Government. 

He  knew  and  could  appreciate  the  attempt  by 
gentlemen  to  secure  an  ephemeral  popularity  by 
wresting  and  tearing  a  portion  of  it  as  plunder 
from  the  Government ;  but  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  intelligent,  and  would  sooner  or  later 
ascertain  and  understand  that  they  were  also  the 
proprietors  and  masters  of  the  funds  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  as  well  as  of  the  funds  of  their 
own  respective  State  governments;  and  when 
Representatives  shall  go  home  and  boast  of  the 
amount  taken  from  one  pocket  to  be  put  into  the 
other,  they  will  find  that  the  process  wilf  not  pay, 
after  the  substantial  interests  of  the  country  have 
been  sacrificed  by  the  operation. 

While  he  confessed  he  had  little  hope  of  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of  the  House  in  wasting  the  pub- 
lic lands,  he  should  feel  all  the  better  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  fact  that  he  had  discharged  his 
duty  on  this  subject.  By  the  graduation  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  the  value  of  the  public 
domain  now  in  market  would  be  stricken  down  in 
value  to  the  extent  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

As  to  the  report  adverse  to  granting  lands  for 
the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane,  he  should  stand 
upon  it.  By  the  passage  of  that  bill,  a  new  era 
had  been  inaugurated  in  the  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples heretofore  applicable  to  the  public  domain; 
an  act  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  only  unconr 
stitutional,  but  impolitic. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration,  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Ben- 
nett,] proposed  to  give  lands  to  the  old  States  of 
the  Union,  in  common  with  the  new,  for  internal 
improvementand  educational  purposes.  The  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  was  advocated  by  that  gentle- 
man were  fully  set  forth  in  his  report  upon  the 
subject;  and  with  this  report  it  was  his  [Mr.  Dis- 
ney's] purpose  to  deal.  Of  all  remarkable  docu- 
ments which  had  ever  fallen  under  his  eye,  during 
his  legislative  experience,  he  had  never  before  seen 
one  which  would  compare  with  this.  There  was 
in  it  not  one  fact  proven.  He  [Mr.  Disnet]  had 
said,  yesterday,  that  he  would  to-day  gibbet  the 
report,  and  now  commenced  that  operation;  and 
after  he  was  done,  he  doubted  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  would  put  his  hand  upon  the 
carcass  to  take  it  up. 

He  examined,  at  length,  the  statements  in  Mr. 
Bennett's  report,  and  said,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  that  the  General  Government  has  never, 
except  in  the  cases  oferantsof  lands  to  the  deaf  and 
dumo  asylums  of  Connecticut  and  Kentucky, 
made  a  naked  gift  to  the  States  until  this  House 
of  Representatives  set  the  example  the  other  day. 
[The  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  After  the  very 
able  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  move, 
to  enable  the  House  to  have  the  full  advantage  of 
it,  that  this  question  be  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next.     To-raorrow'will  be  private  bill  day  and 


Monday  will  be  resolution  day,  and  both  those 
days  will,  therefore,  be  fully  occupied.  I  hope  the 
House  will  postpone  this  subject  till  Tuesday. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  rise  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  to  withdraw  that  motion.  1  de- 
sire to  submit  some  remarks  to  the  House  upon 
this  bill,  and  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be 
in  the  House  on  Tuesday  next,  or  probably  for 
some  days  to  come.  I  will  renew  the  motion  to 
postpone. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  should  like  very  much  to 
oblige  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  but 
perhops  it  will  answer  his  purpose  to  speak  on 
some  subsequent  day.  Tnere  are  several  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  side  of  the  House  who  desire 
to  speak  early  upon  this  bill,  but  have  yielded 
to  what  they  believe  to  be  the  proprieties  of  the 
occasion . 

Mr.   ROGERS.      Well,   as   I  understand  the 
morning  hour  has  nearly  expired,  I  will  withdraw 
my  request. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  obtained  the  floor. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  to  postpone  to 
a  day  certain  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  not  going  to  debate  it. 
I  want  to  know  whether,  if  this  bill  be  postponed 
till  Tuesday  next,  it  will  be  competent  for  the 
Chair  to  go  on  with  the  call  of  the  committees  for 
reports  during  the  morning  hour.'  There  is  an 
I  immense  amount  of  business  blocked  up  in  the 
committees. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  competent  for  the 
Chair  to  do  so;  but  the  call  will  be  confined,  on 
that  day,  to  territorial  business,  the  whole  of  that 
week  having  been  set  apart  forthe  consideration  of 
territorial  business.  If  there  are  no  reports  touch-' 
ing  the  subject  of  the  Territories  to  be  made  during 
the  inornitig  hour,  the  Chair  supposes  that  the 
committees  might  be  called  for  reports  during  that 
week. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
involving,  perhaps,  more  the  answer  to  a  question 
for  information.  Did  I  not  understand  that  the' 
Committee  on  Territories  had  made  all  their  re- 
ports, and  that  the  report  now  under  consideration 
was  postponed  until  a  future  day  to  accommodate 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bennett,] 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  other  committees  were 
called  upon  and  made  reports.'  If  the  effect  of 
that  postponement  is  to  keep  the  Committee  on 
Territories  still  before  the  House  in  order  to  make 

reports 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  the  Committee  oti  Ter- 
ritories. Next  week  is  set  apart  for  territorial 
business,  and  that  alone  of  a  local  character. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  Under  that  special  order 
merely  ?  i 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes,  under  the  special  order 
alone. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  desire  to  withdraw  the 
application  I  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Cutting]  seems  to  be  laboring  under 
the  impression  that  other  reports  from  other  com- 
mittees would,  in  some  way,  be  cut  off  by  the 
special  order.  That  is  not  the  case.  Next  week 
has  been  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  territo- 
rial business  of  a  local  character  alone. 
Mr.  CUTTING.  Territorial  business  reported .' 
The  SPEAKER.  Such  as  is  already  reported, 
and  which  may  be  specially  reported,  of  a  local 
character.  Upon  that  day,  it  will  be  in  order  to 
make  reports  of  territorial  business  of  a  local  char- 
acter merely. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  Coming  within  the  purview 
of  that  special  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  cut  out  the  Ne- 
braska bill.     [Laughter.] 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sapp]  moves 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  Into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Perkins]  submits 
the  motion  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  until  the  next  Tuesday.  The  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  takes  precedence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sapp's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 

House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cuand- 

ler  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
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of  til*  ■mendmenta  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  etated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee last  rose,  the  pending  question  was  on  an 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  WEHTwoRm,]  and  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Shith]  was  entitwd  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address  the 
committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Nebraska-Kansas 
bill.  He  rejoiced  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart 
that  there  was  some  indication  to  repair  a  great 
wrong  which  bad  been  perpetrated  on  the  South; 
and  expressed  his  surprise  and  astonishment  that 
gentlemen  from  that  section  of  the  country  were 
to  be  found  in  opposition  to  this  measure. 

After  reviewing  the  origin  of  slavery,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  prove  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Mis- 
souricompromise,  which  he  denied  had  brought 
peace  to  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  from  the 
period  of  its  enactment  up  to  the  present  time, 
there  heul  been  no  repose.  The  prohibition  of 
1820  did  not  originate  m  a  love  of  humanity  and 
justice,  but  in  an  ambitious  deaire  for  political 
power.    This  was  the  motive  of  its  originators. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  Journals  to  show  thata 
majority  of  the  southern  members  of  the  House 
Toled  against  the  restriction  of  36°  30*;  and  de- 
aired  to  know,  in  view  of  this  fact,  howgentlemen 
could  say  that  the  South  imposed  thia  restrictive 
feature  on  the  North  ? 

Mr.  S,,in  his  remarks,  (which  have  been  with- 
held for  revision,)  alluded,  in  terms  of  censure,  to 
the  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  OiD- 
BiNoa.] 

[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  BARRY  said  he  came  hither  entertaining 
the  opinion  that  we  live  under  a  constitutional 
Government,  but  he  had  been  told  that  we  have 
compromises  ec^ually  obligatory  and  binding  upon 
QS  as  the  Constitution  itself.  He  repudiated  the 
idea  that  this  is  a  Government  of  compromises;  it 
ia  a  Government  of  the  Constitution;  and  that 
portion  of  the  country  which  receives  less,  or  asks 
more  than  the  Constitution  guaranties,  is  faithless 
to  the  trust  under  which  it  lives,  or  to  the  Consti- 
tution itself.  He  then  argued  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  Missouri  act  of  1820,  insisung  that  it 
had  been  violated  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded,  (a  report  of  whose 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,) 

Several  Members  claimed  the  floor. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The genUeman from Mis- 
■ouri  [Mr.  Oliver]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  OLIVER.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
committee — as  I  do  not  myself  particularly  desire 
to  speak  this  evening — I  would  wish  tnat  my 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hughes]  may  be 
permitted  to  make  his  speech  now.  If  so,  I  will 
yield  him  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  with  the 
understanding  that  I  am  to  get  it  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  at  liberty  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  HUGHES  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  wish-  to  appeal  to  the 
centleman  from  New  York  to  yield  me  the  floor 
ror  the  purpose  of  making  a  personal  explanation 
in  reply  to  some  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
ttpm  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smitr.] 

Mr.  IIDGHES.  1  am  certainly  willing  to 
yield  when  the  request  is  [>ut^in  this  way,  as  a 
matter  of  personal  explanation.  But  I  trust  the 
time  that  may  be  coneomed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  not  be  taken  out  of  my  hour. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Oh,  no.    I  trust  not. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  from  Ohio 
is  now  at  liberty  to  make  his  personal  explanation . 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Chairman,  any  per- 
•onal  explanation  from  me  comes  with  pain  on 
•11  occasions 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  (interrupting.) 
Will  the  (gentleman  from  Ohio  permit  me  to  make 
a.  suggestion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  the  floor  myself 
4>nly  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  merely^ish  to  make  this  sug- 
gestion, and  I  trust  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wnl 
not  deem  it  discourteous  in  me  tS  do  so.  My  col- 
league who  spoke  this  morning,  and  to  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  wishes  to  respond,  is  not 
now  in  the  House.  I  hope  therefore  be  will  post- 
pone bis  sxpUuuttiOn  till  to-morrow. 


^ir.  GIDDINGS.  Very  well;  be  it  so.  I 
should  certainly  wish  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

finia  to  be  present,  and  1  supposed  he  was  here. 
will  take  occasion,  however,  to  say  to  the  com- 
mittee that  I  did  not  intend  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  that  gentleman,  nor  would  I  but  for  his  per- 
sonal attack  on  me.  I  will  not  occupy  more  than 
eight  or  ten  minutes  in  the  morning  at  furthest: 
and  I  hope  tha  committee  will  extend  me  that  time 
to-morrow. 

Several  Members.    Oh,  yes;  certainly. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  Illinois.  1  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Hdohe(]  has  the  floor,  and  only 
yielded  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  a  per- 
sonal explanation. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Then  I  ask  that  gen- 
tleman to  yield  nie  the  floor  that  1  may  make  a 
motion  for  the  committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  got  the  floor  on  the  under- 
standing that  I  was  to  go  on  now. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  But  you  can  bav*  it 
to-morrow. 

Several  Members.  No,  no;  let  him  go  on  now. 

Mr.  HUGHES  then  addressed  the  commitue 
during  his  hour  in  opposition  to  the  Nebraska 
bill. 

[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SAPP  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman,  [Mr. 
Chandler,]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  conaideration,  and  particu- 
larly House  bill  No.  271,  "to  supply  deficiencies 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  June,  1854,"  and  the  amend- 
menta  of  the  Senate  to  said  bill,  and  had  come  to 
no  resolution  thereon. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  ofAsBCRT  Diceini,  Esq.,  their  Sec- 
retary, requesting  that  the  House  would  return  to 
that  body  Senatebill  No.  352,  entitled  ••  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  grant  the  right  of 
preemption  to  certain  purchasers  and  settlers  on 
the  Maison  Rouge  Grant,  in  the  event  of  the  final 
adju:iication  of  the  title  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,' "approved  July  27, 1852. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  hop*  by 
unanimous  consent  the  Clerk  will  be  directed  to 
return  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  it 
will  be  so  ordered. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  Clerk  was  or- 
dered to  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  FLORENCE  moved  that  the  House  do 
DOW  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  thereupon,  at  five  minutes  past  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.,  the  Houae  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRiDAT,.4prU28,1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  reed  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  War  Department,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  2d  December  last,  "  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  be  requested  to  furnish  the  House  of 
Representatives,  aa  soon  as  practicable,  with  a 
copy  of  the  report,  estimatea,  and  maps  of  the 
survey  of  the  road  from  Meodota  to  the  Big  Sioux 
river,"  submitting  the  report  of  the  Colonel  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  inclosing  the  papers 
called  for;  which  was  laid  upon  we  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  the  unanimous  conaent  of  the 
House  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed. 
It  ia  territorial  business,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
it  should  be  printed  at  once,  as  it  will  come  up  for 
action  next  week. 

There  being.no  objection,  the  bill  was  received, 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  ita  title,  aa  foIlowB, 


referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed   the  tract  of  land   in  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  belonging  to  the  half-breeds  or  mixed 
bloods  of  the  J}acotah  or  Sioux  nation  of  Indiana, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

DISPOSITION  or  THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  privata  bill  day,  baC 
there  being  no  private  bills  upon  the  table,  and  ia 
the  absence  of  a  motion  to  go  into  the  Committett 
of  the  Whole  House,  the  following  bill  is  under 
consideration:  "  A  bill  granting  luids  equally  U> 
the  several  States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads, and  for  the  support  of  schools."  The  im- 
mediau  question  before  the  House  with  rMard  to 
it  ia  on  the  motion-  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana, [Mr.  Pereihs,]  that  the  further  conaideration 
of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  to  withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  that 
I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House 
to-day. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.    I  will  with- 
draw the  motion  to  gratify  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina;  but  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  insist, 
as  far  as  I  can,  on  the  postponement  of  this  bill  , 
until  the  return  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  feel  no  disposition  to  trespass 
upon  the  patience  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  or  of  the  House;  but  1  desire  to  bava 
an  opportunity  to  finish  the  very  incomplete  re- 
marks which  I  submitted  yesterday,  and  which  I 
was  prevented  from  finishing  then  by  the  expira- 
tion of  my  hour.  I  feel  sure  that  I  have  a  great 
manyfacu  and  arguments  to  present,  which!  am 
satisfied  would  save  the  House  and  the  country  a 
great  deal  of  labor  in  the  investigation  of  this 
subject. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  must  decline,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  I  have  my  reasons  for  desiring  to 
address  the  House  to-day. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  should  like  to  inquire  if 
the  debata  upon  thia  bill  is  confined  to  the  morn- 
ing hour  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  ROGERS  spoke  during  the  morning  hoar 
in  support  of  the  bill,  believing  that  the  old  States 
had  suffered  great  injustice  by  the  unequal  distri- 
bution of  the  public  domain.  He  believed  that 
a  distribution  to  all  the  States  equally,  such  aa 
was  proposed  by  the  bill  under  consideration, 
would  promote  justice  and  constitutional  equality. 

[The  speech  will  be  found  iu  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  HAMILTON  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair  how  long  before  the  morning  hour  expires  I 

The  SPEAKER.    About  twelve  minutas. 

Mr.  EDGERTON  If  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  will  yield  for  that  purpose,  I  will  move 
that  the  Houae  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  H  AM  ILTON.    lyield  for  that  motion. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Then  I  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whale  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  woold  ask  th« 
Chair  if  this  is  objection  day? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  give  notice  that  if  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  does  not  prevail,  I  will 
move  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itaelf  into  the  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  stata  of  the  Union.  I  understand 
this  is  objection  day,  and  we  shall  accompliah  but 
little  by  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  This  is  objection  day,an4 
there  are  no  bills  of  any  consequence  upon  tha 
Private  Calendar  to  object  to.  Next  Friday  ia 
also  objection  day;  so  that  nothing  Will  be  lost  by 
passing  over  the  Privata  Calendar  until  next  week. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Debate  upon  the  deficiency 
Mil  terminates,  by  the  order  of  the  House,  on  Tues- 
day next;  but  virtually  it  tarminates  to-morrow; 
for  the  consideration  of  a  special  order  commences 
on  Monday,  and  will  override  the  deficiency  bill. 
If  the  committee  determine  to  go  on  with  the  ^n- 
eral  debata  upon  that  bill,  I  hope  they  will  go  into 
committee,  and  do  so  now,  as  I  shall  object,  on 
Monday, to  the  postponement  of  the  special  order. 
Unless  the  House  shall  sit  to-morrow,  this  is  tha 
only  remaining  day  for  auch  debata. 
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ADJOURNMENT  OVER   UNTIL  MONDAY. 

Mr.  WASdBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
privileged  motion.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  1  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  ihen  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  75,  nays  64;  as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Abefcri>mllic,  Aiken,  Ashe,  Davirt  J. 
Bailey,  Thoma»  H.  Bayly,  Hanks,  Bfll,  Bnsscll,  llriMika, 
Colquitt,  Corwitu  Cutting,  Thomas  I)flvi»,  Dickinson,  Dis- 
ney, Eastman,  Eilily,  Ttiomtis  O.  Eliot,  Jolin  M.  Elliott, 
Farley,  Fenion,  Flagler,  Florence,  Franklin,  Goodrich, 
Green,  Aartnt  Harlnit,  Siun|is«in  W.  Harris,  Heiin,  Hiester, 
Hillyer.  Hiighes,  Hunt,  Ingcrsoll,  Daniel  T.  Joties,  Keill, 
Kerr,  Kiltredije,  Knox,  Kurtz,  Lalhani,  Lilly,  McCullocli, 
Mace,  Meacliani,  .Sniiili  Miller,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker, 
IVrkiMm,  iVnningloti,  John  Perkins,  Phillips,  Pratt,  Prill- 
ele.  Keadv,  Riddle,  Uavid  Ritchie,  Rogers,  Snhin,  Seward, 
SinjiletoM,  Gernt  Smith,  William  Smith,  IlestorL.  Stevens, 
Th«riton,  Uphani,  Walker,  Wallcy,  Walsh  Ellihu  R. 
Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  John  VVentworth,  Tappan 
Wenlworth,  and  Daniel  H.  Wriglit — 7.i. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ball,  Bennett,  Boyce, Carpenter, Chand- 
ler, Uhurchwdl,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cox,  JohnG.  Davis,  Dun- 
bar, Bdticilon,  Gdinands,  Ellison,  Eniilish,  Elheridge, 
Giildiiigs,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Grow,  Hamilton,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones, 
J.  Glancy  Jones,  Rolanil  Jones,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lindsley, 
McNair,  Maxwell,  Mayall,  Middleswaith,  John  G.  Miller, 
Millson,  Morgan,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Bishop  Perkins, 
Phelps,  Thomas  Rilchey,  Rohbins,  Rutfin,  Sapp,  Hhaw, 
Shower,  Skelion,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  George  \V.  Sinylh, 
Kictlnrd  H.  Slanlon,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Andrew 
8luart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  I..  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  'i'ay- 
lor.  Trout,  Vail,  Vansant,  Wade,  Wells,  Wheeler,  and 
Zollicoffer— 84, 

So  the  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  ,Edgertok,J  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Churchwell 
and  Vail  were  appointed. 

Thequestion  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  54. 

The  SPEAKER,  announced  that  less  than  a 
quorum  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the  motion 
was  lost. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  ask  that  the  other  side 
may  be  counted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
demand  comes  loo  late. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Then  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  that 
demand  also  comes  too  late. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Do  I  understand 
the  Chair  to  decide  that  it  is  too  late  to  have  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  too  late,  the  result  of 
the  vole  having  been  announced. 

Mr.  JONES.     Only  one  side  had  been  counted. 

Mr.  ORR.  But  the  Chair  had  announced  the 
Tote,  and  entertained  another  motion.  It  is  evi- 
dently too  late. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  Constitution  secures  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  any  proposition  when  they 
are  demanded  by  one  fifth  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, and  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  have  them 
upon  this  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  result  of  the  vote  had 
been  announced,  and  the  Chair  was  about  to  put 
the  ouesiion  upon  another  motion,  when  the  de- 
mano  for  the  yeas  and  naya  was  made.  If  the 
demand  had  been  made  before  the  result  was 
announced,  it  would  have  been  entertained;  but, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,the  Chair  decides 
that  the  demand  comes  too  late. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
then,  upon  the  motion  logo  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

TheSPEAKER.     That  is  in  order. 
•    Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  Illinois.     I  ask  the 
Chair,  if  a  quorum  voted   upon  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  fifty-four  members 
Toted  in  the  affirmative,  which  was  less  than  a 
majority  of  a  quorum.  A  quorum  was  prAent, 
antJ  therefore  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Does  the  Chair  know 
officially  that  a  quorum  was  prcHent.'  1  insist 
upon  my  point  of  order.     I  have  seen  the  question 


tried  again  and  again  in  this  House,  and  I  want 
to  know  wlat  the  rule  \a! 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  want  lokiiowif  the  Chairhasnotalready 
decided  that  question.  1  ask  that  the  vote  may 
be  taken  upon  the  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  the  Chair  will  say  that  the  House 
had  just  voted  upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  there 
appeared  75  in  the  affirmative  and  G4  in  the  neg- 
ative, which  shows  officially  that  a  quorum  was 
present. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  How  does  the  Chair 
know  that  members  kept  thiir  seats  for  the  pur- 
pose of  leaving  the  House  without  a  quorum.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  a 
quorum  was  present,  and  overrules  the  point  of 
order  made  by  the  gentleinan  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  It  very  often  happens 
that  members  refuse  to  vote,  for  the  purpose  of 
leaving  the  House  without  a  quorum,  and  I  sub- 
mit that  both  sides  should  have  been  counted. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the  point 
of  order. 

The  House  was  divided  on  (he  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  only  nineteen  voted  in  the 
affirmative;  not  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
question. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  demand  tellers  on  the 
motion  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Walkeh,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  81,  noes  30;  no  quotum. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  move  that  there  be  acall 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  nsk  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion.  That  will  settle  the  question 
as  to  whether  there  is  a  quorum  present  or  not. 

Mr.  GROW.    Let  us  have  a  recount. 

Mr.  WALSH.  There  are  several  members 
around  me  who  have  not  voted. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  GROW.     I  call  for  tellers. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Oh,  no;  let  us  have  a  re 
count. 

Mr.  GROW.  Well,  I  withdraw  the  call  for 
tellers,  if  we  can  have  a  recount. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia^  There  is  evi- 
dently a  quorum  in  the  House.  I  call  for  a 
recount. 

TheSPEAKER.  Thegentlemsn  from  Georgia 
must  remember  that  a  motion  is  now  pending  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  hope  that  motion  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.     I  decline  to  withdrajw  it. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  call  for  tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Davii,  of 
Indiana,  and  Clingman,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Now  I  hope  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  will  vote. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.     1  voled  before. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Edcerton'i 
motion;  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  13,  noes 
105. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Orr,]  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Upon  that  question  tellers  were  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Clingmak  and  Edmcndson  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  91,  noes  28. 

DEFICIENCY    BILL. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  tha 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Chandler 
in  the  choir,)  arid  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee last  rose,  the  pending  question  was  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  llhnois. 


[Mr.  Wentworth,]  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Oliver]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Oliver]  will  nowallow  me  to  make 
the  personal  explanation  to  which  1  referred  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  OLIVER.  I  have  no  objection,  provided 
it  does  not  come  out  of  my  time. 
[Cries  of  "Agreed!"  "Agreed!"] 
Mr.  GlDDlNGS.  Mr.  Choirman,  previotisly 
to  the  rising  of  the  committee  yesterday  evening, 
there  was  a  general  consent  given  that  1  shoulil 
occupy  the  floor  for  a  few  minutes  this  morning, 
for  a  personal  explanation.  But  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  committee  was  given  to  me  on  the 
understanding  that  the  explanation  should  be  in 
regard  to  myself.  There  is,  however,  one  thing 
which  I  wish  to  propose  to  the  committee  now, 
and  that  is,  that  1  may  occupy  a  few  minutes  of 
the  time  allowed  me,  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Smith]  yester- 
day, so  far  as  they  regard  a  distinguished  and 
venerated  friend,  who  is  now  no  more,  and  whose 
memory  has  been  violently  attacked;  1  refer  to 
the  Hon.  John  (iuincy  Adams. 

A  general  assent  was  expressed  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  regard  to  the 
memory  of  that  great  and  good  man,  would  have 
given  me  infinitely  more  pain  than  anything  he 
could  have  caid  in  regard  to  myself,  provided,  I 
had  believed  the  attack  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia could,  in  any  degree,  aflect  the  world-wide 
fame  of  that  distinguished  statesman. 

Sir,  he  served  long  upon  this  floor,  and  stood  as 
the  leader  of  this  House  in  all  the  great  moral  and 
politico!  questions  that  agitated  the  notion  during 
the  last  decade  of  his  life.  Emphatically,  sir,  he 
stood  as  the  leader,  the  standard  bearer  of  the 
cause  of  freedom,  of  truth,  of  righteousness. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
represent  that  statesman  as  a  blood-thirsty  man — 
o  man  of  violence,  o  man  of  blood.  Nothing 
could  hove  been  more  unworthy  of  any  statesman 
than  such  a  representation.  But  in  order  that  I 
may  be  fully  understood,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  the  remarks  of  thegenileman  from  Virginia: 

"  Dill  they  not  all  know  that  a  dislinguished  man,  John 
dlliiicy  Adams,  had  stepped  tlown  from  thp  Chief  Magia- 
trucy,  and  asserted  Ihis  question,  saying  that  sooner  ttian 
stop  agnation,  he  would  see  live  iQilltona  of  aouthem 
hearths  drenched  In  blood  ?'* 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  soy  that  I  hiive  no  ex- 
planation to  give  to  this  remark.  It  is,  emphat- 
ically, an  unmiiigateil  misrepresentation.  That 
is  the  whole  of  it,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  in 
all  its  depth  and  height.  It  was  coined  from  the 
fertile  brain  of  an  opponent,  who  opposed  him 
while  living,  and  who  attempts  to  raise  his  puny 
arm  to  as«ail  his  fame  now  that  he  is  departed. 
Who,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  read  the  speeches  of 
Mr.  Adams,  that  does  not  know  that  on  all  occa- 
sions he  sought  peace;  that  he  was  at  oil  times 
opposed  to  blootlshed;  that  he  was  at  oil  times 
opposed  to  violence ;that  he  sought  the  moral  re-, 
generation  of  this  country  and  nation,  and  of  the 
world  by  the  forcfe  of  reetson,  intelligence,  and 
example.' 

Sir,  I  suppose  we  all  know  the  history  (for  it 
is  familiar  to  us  all)  which  gave  rise  to  the  attack 
of  the  member  from  Virginia.  I  think  it  was  in 
the  year  1841,  that  the  venerable  man  to  whom  I 
have  alluded,  was  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and, 
by  request,  delivered  an  address  to  the  colored 
people  of  that  city.  In  the  remarks  which  he 
made  upon  that  occasion,  he  told  them  that  the 
time  would  come  when  justice  would  be  done  to 
them.  In  the  emphatic  manner  in  which  he  was 
accustomed  to  speak,  he  told  them  that  their 
redemption  would  come;  and  as  he  rose  with  the 
majesty  of  his  subject  and  the  occosion,  he  re- 
peated that  it  would  come.  He  knew  not  trfcrit. 
Some  were  apprehensive  that  it  would  come  in 
blood;  "  but,  sir,"  said  he,  "  let  it  come — let  jus- 
tice be  done."  1  quote  from  memory,  but  am 
substantially  correct.  Some  months  afterwarils,  a 
member  of  this  body  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Dillet] 
was  making  a  speech  in  this  Hall,  and,  referring 
to  this  subject,  represented  Mr.  Adams  as  having 
said  that  "  he  hoped  the  redemption  of  the  col- 
ored race  would  come,  even  if  it  came  in  blood." 
"Yes,"  said  Mr.  Adams— he  was  sitting  at  mv 
right  hand,  near  me — "  I  now  soy,  let  it  com«.^" 


>igitized  by  VjO.OQIC 


loie 


THE  CONGRESaoNAL  GLOBE. 


April 


'•  Yes,"  said  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  ••  if  it 
come  in  the  blood  of  the  white  man."  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  said, 
"let  it  come."  "  Yes,"  said  that  venerable  man, 
with  an  emphasis  which  often  characterized  his 
remarks,  "  I  now  say,  let  it  come."  "  Yes," 
said  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  "though  it 
comes  in  the  blood  of  thousands  of  white  men, 
let  it  come."  "Yes,"  said  the  venerable  states- 
man, "  though  it  comes  in  the  blood  of  millions 
of  white  men,  let  it  come — let  justice  be  done 
though  the  heavens  fall."  He  spoke  of  justice 
to  the  colored  man.  That  he  desired  at  all  times, 
and  above  all  other  objects. 

I  stand  here  to  make  no  apology  for  that  vener- 
able statesman.  Everyman  is  familiar  with  his 
history.  He  died  in  this  Hall.  He  died  where 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Mcachah]  now  sits.  He  lived  a  life  of  unusual 
devotion  to  his  country,. to  the  world,  and  his 
fame  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  puny  efforts  at 
detraction,  put  forth  by  the  member  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Chairman,  personal  conflicts  are  atall  times 
painful  to  me.  They  constitute  no  part  of  the 
object  for  which  I  was  sent  to  this  body.  They  | 
are  opposed  to  all  the  feelings  of  my  nature.  But, 
air,  we  owe  duties  to  ourselves,  as  well  as  to  the 
public.  I  have  no  right  to  permit  false  charges, 
uttered  against  me  in  this  body,  to  pass  unnoticed. 
In  such  case  silence  is  often  taken  as  an  admission 
of  their  truth. 

Yesterday  the  member  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Smith]  took  occasion  to  make  the  following  most 
extraordinary  assertion: 

*(  Who  does  not  know  thnt  the  gentleman  from  Obio,  [Mr. 
GlSDiNOa,]  when  I  was  in  Congress  some  years  a£f>,nSered 
resolulinns  declaring  that  it  was  lawful,  in  effect,  for  negroes 
to  slay  the  wife  and  cbildten  of  their  masters  I" 

When  I  heard  this  I  respectfully  endeavored  to 
correct  him,  by  assuring  him  that  I  had  presented 
no  such  resolutions,  to  which  he  replied: 

"  No,  of  course  not  direeily:  that  would  have  been  too  ^ 
provoking,  too  insufferable.    But  fur  his  act,  the  gentleman 
received  the  benefit  of  a  resolution  or  resolutions  of  this 
body  that  made  him  retire  from  the  proceedings  of  Con- 

Seas  that  he  might  go  home  and  get  Coni^ress  rebuked  by 
a  people.  They  sent  him  back  by  a  majority  diminished 
by  two  tboiuand,  and  be  waa  afraid  lo  coiuinua  the  txfvr- 
imtrX." 

Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  res- 
olutions which  1  oifered,  I  will  merely  say,  that  in 
1842,  the  President,  John  Tyler — for  whom  my 
Whig  friends  and  I  voted,  God  forgive  us!-' through 
our  Secretary  of  State,  instructed  our  Minister  at 
London  to  demand  a  compensation  of  the  British 
Government  for  the  people  who  gained  their  lib- 
erty on  board  the  Creole,  a  slave  ship  from  Rich- 
mond ,  Virginia,  while  on  her  way  to  New  Orleans. 
The  history  of  that  transaction  must  be  within 
the  recollection  of  every  member,  and  I  therefore 
merely  refer  to  it. 

The  demand  carried  with  itan  implied  acknowl- 
edgment that  it  was  our  duty  to  protect  the  slave 
dealers.  This  I  MX  to  be  an  insult  lo  the  people 
of  the  free  States.  I  was  unwilling  to  see  the 
people  of  Ohio  and  the  other  free  Slates  involved 
•in  such  disgrace;  and  offered  to  this  body  the  dec- 
laration of  my  sentiments,  in  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  I  now  send  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be 
read. 
They  were  read,  as  follows: 

**ResoIfei£,  Thnt  prior  to  the  adoption  of  oar  Federal 
Constitution,  each  uf  the  several  States  composing  this 
Union,  exercised  full  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
•abject  of  slavery  within  its  own  territory,  and  posseaaed 
fall  power  to  continue  or  abolish  It  at  pleasure. 

"Rttaleti,  That  by  adoptine  the  Constitution,  no  part  of 
tbe  aforesaid  powers  was  delegated  to  tbe  Federal  Govern- 
mem,  but  waa  reserved  by,  and  alill  pertain  to,  eacb  of  the 
several  Suites. 

"Rtmlvti,  That  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  Brst  article 
of  the  Conslltulion,  each  of  the  seveml  States  surrendered 
Vt  the  Federal  Government  alt  jurisdictlouover  thesubjects 
of  commerce  and  navigation  upon  the  high  seas. 

"Aetofueil,  That  slavery,  bsing  an  abridgment  of  tbe  nat- 
ural rightsof  man,  can  exist  only  by  force  of  positive  muni- 
cipal law,  and  is  necessarily  confined  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  power  creating  it. 

"  Rtnilcol,  That  when  a  ship  belonging  to  tbe  citizens 
of  any  State  of  this  Union  leaves  the  wateri  and  territory 
of  auch  Stale,  and  enters  upon  the  btgb  seas,  the  persons 
on  board  cease  to  be  subject  to  the  slave  laws  of  such  State, 
and  tbeneefortli  are  governed  in  their  relations  to  each 
other  by,  and  are  amenable  to,  the  taws  of  the  United  States. 
"  Rtwivtiy  That  when  the  brig  Creole,  on  her  late  pas- 
sage to  New  Orleans,  left  the  territorial  jurisdicUoo  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  slave  laws  of  that  State  ceased  lo  have  JuriadfcUon 
over  tbe  persons  on  board  said  brig,  and  they  became  ame- 
nable only  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

^^Ruoivti^  That  the  persons  on  board  said  ship,  in  resum- 
ing their  natural  rights  of  personal  liberty,  violated  no  law 


of  the  United  Statee,  incurred  no  legal  penalty,  and  ore 

j^ustly  liable  to  no  punishment. 

'*  Re$ttvedf  I'hat  all  attempts  to  reCnslave  said  persons 
are  unauthorised  by  the  Constitution,  or  tbe  laws  of  the 
Uuited  Sutea,  and  are  incompatible  with  our  national 
honor. 

<■  Renlvtd,  That  all  atteropta  lo  exert  our  national  influ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  coast-wise  slave  trade,  or  to  plfu;e  this 
nation  in  the  attitude  of  maintaining  a  commerce  in  human 
beings,  arc  subversive  of  the  righlsand  injurious  to  the  feel- 
ings ami  interests  of  the  free  States,  are  unauthorixed  by 
Ibe  ConsiiiuUon,  and  prejudicial  to  our  naUonal  character." 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  resumed.  Evenr  member 
wilt  see  there  is  not  the  most  distant  reference,  nor 
the  remotest  intimation  of  the  right  of  those  ne- 
groes to  slay  the  iinres  and  children  of  their  mas- 
ters. It  merely  asserts  their  right  to  freedom, 
and  that  in  resuming  that  right,  they  violated  no 
law.  The  misrepresentation  of  the  member  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Smith]  is  so  palpable,  so  obvious, 
that  I  will  leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  this  body 
and  of  the  country,  to  judge  of  the  principles  and 
feelings  of  a  member  who  thus  falsely  and  wan- 
tonly assails  a  fellow-member  with  fabrications  so 
unfounded  and  destitute  of  truth. 

But,  sir,  for  the  presentation  of  those  views,  a 
member  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  offered  reso- 
lutions censuring  me  for  daring  thus  to  express 
my  opinions.  No  one  denied  their  truth,  but  the 
censure  was  for  uttering  the  opinions.  He,  how- 
ever, being  out  of  order,  handed  them  over  to  a 
servile  member  from  my  own  State,  who  offered 
them,  and  called  for  the  previous  question  to  cut 
me  off  from  any  defense. 

Sir,  this  body  took  it  upon  themselves  to  pass  a 
vote  of  censure  upon  me  for  thus  avowing  my 
opinions,  and  the  member  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Smith]  voted  for  my  censure.  He  now  appears 
to  thinK  1  should  have  bowed  in  silence  like  the 
slaves  on  his  owi). plantation,  that  I  should  have 
received  his  rebuke  with  humility,  and  plied  my- 
self to  the  task  of  legislation  under  his  surveil- 
lance. I  could  not  recognize  him  as  my  master, 
nor  this  body  as  having  authority  to  control  me 
in  the  expression  of  my  constitutional  views.  I 
burled  from  me  the  petty  despotism  which  the^  at- 
tempted to  exercise  over  me.  I  did  not  remain  in 
my  seat  one  minute  after  the  vote  was  declared. 
The  lilMrties  of  my  country  had  been  purchased 
in  part  by  the  blood  of  both  iqy  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal anceaton.  At  a  more  recent  period  I  had 
myself  borne  arms  in  the  war  of  1813;  and  had  I 
remained  in  my  seat  here,  submitting  to  auch 
tyranny,  I  should  have  disgraced  my  name  and 
the  Constitution  of  my  country. 

On  reaching  the  first  county  in  my  district,  on 
my  way  home^  1  was  bailed  by  a  people  who 
appreciated  my  motives,  and  responded  heartily 
to  the  course  I  had  pursued.  A  meeting  waa 
called  at  the  seat  of  justice;  a  distinguished  lawyer 
of  the  Democratic  party  moved  a  resolution  re- 
questing me  to  stand  as  a  nominee  for  reelection, 
without  the  formalities  of  a  regular  convention. 
To  this  I  consented;  and,  until  the  day  before 
election,  it  was  supposed,  in  that  part  of^the  dis- 
trict in  which  1  lived,  there  would  be  no  compet- 
itor. But,  as  was  then  said,  an  opposition  was 
raised,  in  pursuance  of  advice  sent  from  this  city; 
yet,  as  I  stated  yesterday,  I  was  reelected  by  a 
larger  proportion  of  tbe  votes  given  than  on  any 
former  or  any  subsequent  occasion.  Many  of  the 
Democratic  party  voted  for  me,  and  have  since 
continued  to  vote  for  me.  My  majority  was  more 
than  thirty-five  hundred;  but  then  the  member 
from  Virginia  says  it  was  diminished  to  two  thou- 
sand, intending  to  represent  my  constituents  as 
dissatisfied  with  m^  course.  Why,  sir,  at  one  of 
the  largest  conventions  ever  met  in  that  district,  1 
was  specially  instructed  to  maintain  the  position  I 
had  assumed,  without  reference  to  the  miserable 
efforts  put  forth  in  this  body  to  control  my 
thoughts  and  my  action.  I  have  intended  to  obey 
those  instructions.  Of  that,  however,  my  con- 
stituents are  my  judges;  and  they  have  given  me 
some  evidence  of  their  approbation — for  th(y  have 
continued  to  send  me  here,  to  the  present  time. 

Where  are  those  who  then  assumed  the  uncon- 
stitutional power  to  censure  me?  And  echo  an- 
swers, Where?  Why,  sir,  of  the  two  hundred  and 
twenty  members  then  composing  this  body,  one, 
and  only  one  monument  of  the  people's  mercy, 
beside  myself,  has  continued  to  hold  a  seat  here. 
They  have  departed.  Several  generations,  like 
the  member  from  Virginia,  have  since  appeared 
here,  and  taken  their  departure  also  to  the  shades 
of  political  life. 


The  member  from  Vii^ginia,  at  the  close  of  that 
Congress,  disappeared,  and  sunk  out  of  view,  into 
the  tide  of  poliucal  forgetfulness,  from  whence  he 
was  again  cast  up  in  the  political  storm  of  1859 — 
a  striking  instance  of  political  rtmrrtction.  But 
be  comes  back  apparently  bringing  with  him  the 
same  views  of  dictation  and  "  overseerisro  "  which 
he  possessed  when  be  left  us  ten  years  since.  He 
seems  unconscious  of  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  this  body  during  the  period  of  his  con- 
fineroent  in  political  pwrgatcry. 

It  is  said  of  Dean  Swift,  that  while  relating  on 
anecdote  to  a  friend  they  became  separated.  AAer 
the  lapse  of  ten  years  they  again  met,  when  the 
Dean,  without  a  bow  or  other  salutation,  resumed 
his  story  with  the  simple  introduction  of  "  a>  /  xeat 
saving."  So  the  member  from  Virginia,  on  again 
finding  himself  in  this  Hall,  without  a  bow  or 
salutation,  introduces  himself  by  ^  flourish  of  the 
whip,  and  in  Aill  livery  proclaims  himself  lb* 
"  wAipper-tn"  of  this  Administration,  and  in  mer- 
ciless style  be  plies  the  lash  to  all  who  get  off  tba 
track. 

in  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  tbe  member  said  I 
was  afraid  to  continue  the  experiment  1  had  tried 
in  presenting  my  resolutions.  In  other  words,  h* 
charges  me  with  submission  to  the  usurpations 
of  this  House,  of  surrendering  the  freedom  of 
speech.  Sir,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  thia 
is  the  first  time,  in  a  service  of  nearly  twenty 
years,  that  I  have  ever  been  subjected  to  theebargo 
of  being  a  dougl^fiKe,  not  daring  to  speak  my 
views,  fwas  aware  thatj  judgin'  from  his  speeches, 
the  member  must  have  regarded  all  who  differ 
from  him  as  poltroons;  but  I  had  not  supposed  ba 
would  take  occasion  openly  and  in  definite  wonls, 
to  charge  any  member  with  being  ^/rotd  to  speak 
his  sentiments. 

Well,  sir,  I  am  afraid  to  do  wrong.  I  am  afraid 
of  giving  just  offense  to  any  human  being.  But, 
sir,  I  would  speak  truth  fearlessly.  Among  these 
truths,  I  would  lay  it  down  as  an  axiom,  that 
none  but "  cowards"  ever  doubt  the  courage  of 
their  fellow-members.  But  should  the  member 
from  Virginia  think  I  treat  bim  with  less  severity 
than  he  deserves,  I  hope  he  will  attribute  it  to  my 
unusual  good  nature,  and  not  to  cowardice. 

But  the  gentleman  assures  tbe  country  that  I 
was  i^imd  to  conUnue  (he  txptriment.  I  think  it 
was  on  the  5tb  of  May  I  resumed  my  seat  in  this 
Hall,  and  on  the  3d  of  June  I  made  a  speech,  in 
which,  to  the  extent  of  my  humble  aoilities,  I 
vindicated  the  doctrine  embraced  in  tbe  resolutiona  ^ 
for  which  I  was  censured.  For  tbe  House  will 
observe  that  the  offensive  part  of  my  resolution* 
was  the  assertion  that  tbe  negroes,  when  taken 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  slave  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  restored  to  their  natural  right  of  self- 
defense.  This  was  the  substance,  tbe  gist  of  tbe 
resolutions  for  which  I  was  eensuried.  No  member 
of  this  House,  from  that  day  to  this,  has  had  the 
boldness  to  deny  their  accuracy.  They  assert 
mere  legal  principles  known  to  lawyers  of  science. 

Yesterday,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Smith]  asserted  that  1  presented  "  resolutions  de- 
claring that  it  was  lawful  -for  negroes  to  slay  the 
wives  and  children  of  their  owners. "  Tbe  assertion 
which  I  did  make  was,  that  when  slaves  were 
taken  without  the  jurisdiction  of  slave  laws  they 
became  free  under  the  common  law  and  the  laws 
of  nature,  and  that  they  had  a  right  to  assert  that 
freedom.  And  I  am  glad  that  there  is  before  me 
a  Representative  of  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Hunt]  a 
State  which  led  off  in  the  declaration  of  this  prin- 
ciple. There  is  not  a  slave  State,  nor  is  there  a 
free  State,  in  the  Union  which  has  not  proclaimed 
it  through  their  courts.  It  has  been  announced 
from  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  Court. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  With  the  gen- 
tleman's permission, as  Louisiana  has  been  alluded 
to,  I  will  make  a  single  remark.  Does  the  gentle- 
man yield  to  me? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  yield  with  pleasure  to  the 
gentleman  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  Such  was  the  decision  under 
the  Louisiana  law,  and  such,  practically,  waa  tbe 
law  until  after  the  Abolition  excitement  at  tba 
North ,  when  tbe  Legislature  passed  a  law  directing 
the  reverse  in  consequence  of  that  agitation. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  That  does  not  change  the 
common  law,  norany  law  outsideof  that  State.  If 
the  Legislature  has  passed  a  statute  to  reSnslaye 
the  people  who  have  become  free,  that  statute  it'' 
self  has  no  effect  outside  tbe  State.   I  refer,  hov* 
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ever,  to  the  decision  of  the  courts  of  Louisiana, 
under  the  civil  law,  which  guided  her  courts  in 
formertimes.  It  is  the  same,  also,  as  common  law 
wherever  it  is  in  force.  It  was  so  decided  in 
17S2,  by  Lord  Mansfield,  after  an  unprecedented 
strueE;le  in  behalf  of  oppression.  It  was  repeated 
•in  1H21,  in  the  ?reat  case  of  Forbes  vs.  Cochran, 
decided  in  the  Common  Pleas  of  England.  It  has 
been  repealed  again  and  again,  in  all  the  courts  of 
civilized  nations  of  the  earth.  I  go  back  more  than 
one  hundred  years,  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  show  that  a  slave  leaving  the  jurisdiction 
which  held  him  in  bondage  became  free.  Why,  sir, 
every  heart  would  respond  that  he  would  be  free, 
and  the  member  from  Virginia  recorded  his  vote 
on  that  occasion  to  censure  me  for  daring  to  utter 
a  legal  principle  known  and  understood  by  every 
tyro  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  regret  to  have  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman  again.  I  am  told  that  I  did  not  hear 
correctly  his  position.  The  decision  of  the  Louis- 
iana court  was  not  to  the  effect  of  his  resolution, 
but  to  this  extent  only:  that  where  a  slave  was 
voluntarily  carried  by  his  owner  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  slave  law  into  a  free  Slate,  the  owner 
lost  his  power  over  him  on  his  return  to  Louisiana. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
I  understand  the  decision  to  which  I  referred. 
The  c«se  decided  in  his  State  was  not  that  of  a 
slave  taken  into  a /r«  State,  but  of  a  lady  who 
took  her  slave  to  France,  across  the  high  seas. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  That  is  a  free  State,  as  I  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  No,sir;iti8  an  Empire, not 
a  State.  [Laughter.]  The  decision  of  the  court 
of  Louisiana  was,  that  the  very  moment  when  the 
slave  was  taken  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Louis- 
iana, that  moment  she  was  clothed  in  the  attributes 
of  freedom,  and  humanity  stood  forth  vindicated 
in  her  person. 

In  the  speech  to  which  I  referred,  as  made  on 
the  3d  June,  I  said: 

'*  The  persons  on  board  ihe  Creole,  when  taken  beyond 
the  jurisdieliun  of  Vtrjtinia,  were  absoUuely  free — they  were 
free  in  the  consideration  of  all  law,  Aumun  and  Divine — 
poswewiingall  Iherij^hls  incident  to  .\nierican  liberty.  From 
that  innnient  they  po9i«efifled  the  full,  just,  and  iiidiApntable 
right  of  Belf-defense — the  rinht  to  defend  their  persons  and 
liberty  with  all  the  means  and  all  the  force  within  their 
power." 

Again,  sir,  I  declared  that: 

*'  Had  [  been  In  the  situation  in  wliich  they  were  placed, 
with  Ule  same  alternative  before  me,  a  cowardly  i«iibmiH»ion 
tea  slave  dealer,  with  slavery  and  degradation  to  inyxelf 
and  posterity  on  one  liand,  or  heroic  effort,  witli  freedom 
to  myself  and  otts|)rin^  on  Ihe  other,  1  could  not  have  hes- 
itated to  defend  the  liberty  which  ti<Hl  had  bestowed  upon 
me  to  Uie  extent  of  every  means  wiUiin  my  control." 

Why  did  not  the  member  from  Virginia  meet 
this  doctrine  in  open  debate  like  a  man — like  a 
statesman.'  Sir,  he  sat  in  silence.  I  endeavored 
to  use  language  that  should  admit  of  no  misinter- 
pretation. It  was  addressed  to  those  who  had 
dared  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  upon  a  Repre- 
sentative in  this  Hall.  And  I  greatly  desired  to 
provoke  some  one  of  them  to  meet  me  before  the 
country.  They  had  sealed  my  lips  while  on  trial, 
and  under  the  previous  question  they  had  con- 
demned me  and  my  doctrine.  I  intended  in  that 
speech  to  defy  their  tyranny,  to  hold  them  up  to 
the  country  as  a  set  of  men  who,  through  ignorance 
or  malice,  had  trampled  upon  the  Constitution, 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  upon  the  privileges 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  The  member 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Smith)  had  voted  for  my  cen- 
sure; I  had  appealed  to  the  people;  had  returned 
to  this  Hall  indorsed  by  the  sovereign  power, 
and  I  challenged  him  to  the  forum.  There  he  sat 
in  mute  silence. 

A  prophet,  in  Bible  times,  is  said  to  have  kicked 
an  ass  into  speech;  but  I  could  not  do  it.  I  en- 
deavored to  follow  Balaam's  example,  but  failed 
in  the  effort.  And  now,afler  ten  years' absence, 
the  member's  galled  sides  have  become  healed. 
He  has  found  his  way  back  to  this  body,  but  ap- 
pears to  have  forgotten 

" Whether 

The  boot  was  made  of  neat  or  Spanish  leather;" 

and  now  he  charges  me  with  not  daring  to  main- 
tain my  position. 

But  I  pass  to  another,  and  the  last  point. 
Speaking  of  myself,  he  proceeded  to  say: 

"  At  any  rate,  he  did  not  get  Ihe  resolutions  repealed  ; 
(referrini;  to  the  resolutions  censtirine  me  ;)  he  came  back 
here,  and  had  the  grace  actually  to  atk  Conceit  to  rejieat 
tA«re»o/n/i'>ii." 

Astonished  ut  the  ultecapcc  of  such  an  unmiti- 


gated fabrication,  I  asked  to  set  him  right.  I, sir, 
disbelieved  that  any  man  could  have  obtained  an 
election  to  this  Hall  who  would  thus  openly,  and 
in  bold  defiance  of  all  truth  and  honor,  stale,  as 
matters  of  fact,  transactions  which  never  had  the 
shadow  of  existence.  The  circumstances  flowing 
from  that  resolution  of  censure  constituted  an  im- 
portant era  in  my  life.  I  scorned  the  attempt  to 
control  my  action.  I  held  it  in  unutterable  con- 
tempt. 1  bade  defiance  to  it,  and  to  all  who  sus- 
tained it.  The  thought  Of  asking  its  repeal  never 
entered  my  mind, never  flitted  through  my  imagin- 
ation, until  the  astounding  falsehood  was  put  forth 
by  the  member  on  yesterday.  Had  such  resolu- 
tion been  presented,  he  could  show  it  from  the 
record.  That  he  cannot  do.  It  does  not  exist. 
It  never  did  exist.  Why,  sir,  my  resolutions  had 
gone  forth  to  the  country.  They  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  whole  people  of  phe  North.  They 
had  gone  over  the  waters,  had  reached  the  eye  of 
British  ministers  and  British  statesmen.  That 
apology  for  an  administration,  John  Tyler,  who 
then  controlled  the  Executive  power,  had  backed 
out  of  the  demand  on  England;  and  so  far  as  1  or 
the  public  have  any  knowledge,  the  demand  has 
never  been  renewed,  and,  1  venture  to  say,  never 
will  be  renewed.  My  eflort  had  a  greater  effect 
upon  the  action  of  this  Government,  and  upon  the 
sentiment  of  the  country,  than  I  had  expected. 

My  position  was  adverse  to  that  entertained  by 
the  Senate,  by  the  Executive,  and  by  this  House. 
In  opposition  to  these  branches  of^  the  Federal 
power,  the  country  acknowledged  the  correctness 
of  my  doctrine.  And  1  now  look  upon  that  as 
the  proudest  era  of  my  life.  My  triumph  was 
complete.  I  was  willing  that  the  resolution  of 
censure,  and  those  who  voted  for  it,  should  go 
down  and  receive  the  approval  or  the  condemnation 
of  posterity,  i  neither  asked  nor  desired  its  repeal; 
nor  did  I  ever  hear  its  repeal  spoken  of  until  the 
member  charged  me,  on  yesterday,  with  asking 
"  this  House  to  repeal  it;  and,  as  if  intending  to 
place  himself  beyond  the  paleof  charity,  he  made 
up  for  the  occasion,  and  proclaimed  the  additional 
fabrication  that  "  the  proposition  was  received  witit  a 
loud  laugh,  and  that  toas  the  end  rfit." 

Astonished  at  the  fool-hardineas  of  the  member, 
from  my  seat  I  declared  that  /  never  made  such  a 
proposition.  And  here  came  the  Inst  effort  of  the 
member's  ingenuity  and  facility  in  Ihe  manufac- 
ture of  hypothetical  facts,  which  never  had  any 
foundation,  which  are  made  up  entirely  of  false- 
hood. He  then  at  once  abandoned  his  previous 
assertion,  tacitly  acknowledging  its  falsity,  but 
saying: 

'*  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not  make  the  proposition, 
biU  one  o/his  cotleuptet  did,  I  presume  with  tM  content." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee to  make  any  comments  on  this  last  subter- 
fuge, these  additional  statements  destitute  of  truth. 
They  are  false  in  the  general  and  in  their  detail. 
I  can  only  say  that  I  never  heard  of  such  an  ap- 
plication by  any  colleague.  My  friend  on  my 
left,  [Mr.  Wade,]  at  that  time  a  constituent,  and 
intimate  friend, assures  me  he  never  heard  of  any 
such  application.  I  have  searched  the  Journal 
and  the  Congressional  Globe,  and  1  find  no  trace 
of  any  such  application.  And  I  declare  this  last 
declaration  to  be  equally  groundless  with  the 
others — equally  false,  malicious,  and  disgraceful. 

Now,  sir,  this  accumulation  of  untruths,  this 
concatenation  of  falsehoods,  put  forth  in  rapid 
succession  by  a  member  of  this  body,  cannot  be 
properly  characterized  by  any  language  becoming 
the  dignity  of  an  American  Congress.  He  may 
have  deemed  the  course  he  has  pursued  as  neces- 
sary to  support  the  cause  he  advocates,  and  as  due 
to  the  Executive  whose  organ  he  professes  to  be. 
But  whatever  may  be  his  motive,  he  has  gone 
beyond  the  reach  of  parliamentary  language.  1 
leave  him  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  and  the 
country. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Several  Members.     "  Oh,  let  him  go  on." 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  merely  wish,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  gentleman,  to  make  a  single  remark  in 
reference  to  the  point  of  order.  I  wish  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  Chair.  I  believe  in  the  freedom 
of  speech,  but  1  have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
the  proceedings  of  a  deliberative  body  like  this 
should  be  governed  by  rules  of  decorum. 

[Renewed  cries  of  "  Too  late!"J 


Mr.  TAYLOR.  Well,  sir,  I  will  not  insist 
upon  my  point  of  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say.  I  might  stand  h*re  and  talk  from  now  till 
to-morrow,  and  not  be  able  to  find  language  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  reach  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Oliver]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  yield  me 
the  floor  to  make  an  explanation. 

[Cries  of  "Yes!"  "Yes!"  "  Go  on  with  your 
explanation  I'M 

Mr.  OLIVER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  how  much 
of  my  time  he  wishes.' 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  suppose  what  I  have  to  say 
will  not  come  out  of  the  gentleman's  hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  arrangement  can  be 
made  by  unanimous  consent. 

A  general  assent  was  expressed. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have,  indeed, 
had  an  interesting  display,  characterized  by  those 
manners  which  we  should  naturally  expect  from 
the  gentleman  from  whom  it  comes.  We  have  seen 
a  gentleman  hereaspiring  to  be  sarcastic.  We  have 
seen  him  rising  here  and  assailing  members  of 
this  House  with-a  display  of  coarseness  and  vul- 
garity which  he  alone  understands  how  to  use; 
just  the  sort  of  defamation  and  scandal  which 
would  find  no  place  in  the  association  of  gentle- 
men; nay,  such  only  as  could  have  been  taught 
and  learned  by  an  nssocintion  with  free  negroes. 

Sir,  it  is  within  the  recollection  of  this  committee 
that,  on  yesterday,  when  I  was  replying  to  the 
extraordinary  yosition  which  had  been  taken  here 
by  those  who  had  preceded  me,  that  the  Missouri 
compromise,  as  it  was  called — that  the  act  of 
1830  had  given  peace  and  quiet  to  the  country. 
1  say,  when  1  was  replying  to  thot  most  extraor- 
dinary position,  and  confronting  it  with  the  truth 
of  history,  I  referred,  by  way  of  illustration,  to 
a  distinguished  man,  supreme  in  his  eminent  abil- 
ity, who  had  previously  occupied  the  highest 
oflicial  position  in  the  country ,  and  who  descended 
from  that  high  position  into  this  arena,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  agitation  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery.  1  stated  that  as  an  illustration.  I  stated 
that  he  forgot  the  high  dignities  with  which  he 
had  been  honored,  the  distinguished  offices  which 
he  had  filled,  the  mighty  part  he  had  played  as  a 
national  man;  and  that  he  came  here  to  agitate  for 
the  wild,  disorganizing  purpo.ses  of  anli-slavery. 
That  was  an  illustration;  and  I  referred  on  that 
occasion  to  sentiments  which  he  uttered  on  this 
floor,  and  which  I  would  makegood.  Indeed  they 
are  substantially  admitted  by  the  gerUleman  who 
has  just  addressed  the  House. 

I  referred  to  him,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  also,  as  an 
illustration.  I  had  no  occasion  to  misrepresent 
him.  I  alluded  to  him  as  one  of  those  who  had 
been  continued  here  by  constituents,  no  doubt 
worthy  of  him,  and  whose  chief  office,  instead  of 
being  to  minister  peace  and  good  will  unto  all  men, 
had  been  to  agitate  the  great  country  of  which  he 
is  a  most  unworthy  niember,  and  to  seek  to  dis- 
tract, and  divide,  and  ruin  the  Union  of  this  Re- 
public— in  the  perpetuation  of  which  the  destinies 
of  the  world  are  at  once  and  forever  bound.  Is 
not  that  true.'  Speaking  from  memory,  I  did  not 
perhaps  specify  in  exact  and  literal  verbiage  the 
sense  which  had  been  communicated;  but  I  nm 
here  with  the  record,  prepared,  subalanlially,  to 
sustain  the  position  which  I  took.  The  member 
— and  according  to  polite  parliamentary  parlance 
the  honorable  member — and  I  suppo.se  that  we 
are  all  honorable  men — the  honorable  member 
has  thought  fit,  his  own  job  not  being  sufficient, 
and  being  ambitious  of  that  unity  which  he  sought 
to  establish,  when  the  distinguished  man, to  whom 
I  previously  referred,  had  a  living  place  on  this 
floor — he  has  thought  fit  to  get  some  grace  and 
strength  for  his  position,  by  a  union  with  one  who 
had  genius  and  intellect  to  redeem  the  errors  of  his 
principles,  and  to  commend  him  to  the  interest,  at 
least,  if  not  to  the  affections  of  the  country. 

He  sought  to  acquire  some  distinction  by  that 
association.  Not  content  to  rest  himself  here  on 
his  own  defense,  he  undertakes  to  vindicate  that 
man,  superseding  the  duty  of  some  gentleman 
from  theState  of  Massachusetts.  The  member — 
the  Aonora6fe  member — really  conceded  the  strength 
of  my  remarks.  In  vindicating  Mr.  Adams,  he 
actually  acknowledges  the  ascription  which  I 
made.     Bui  1  might  be  relieved  from  the  duty  of 
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meeting  this  qoection,  if  1  chose  to  remind  the 
gentleman  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  rtry  great 
aefeet  in  memory,  if  not  of  a  gross  misstatement. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  gentUmen  of  the  committee, 
let  me  call  your  attention' to  an  incident  which  oc- 
curred the  SSii  of  February,  1844,  a  day  pregnant 
with  the  dearest  associations,  as  connected  with 
the  name  of  one  who  was  "first  in  war,  first  in 
peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  eotintry  men. " 
On  that  day,  Mr.  Dillel,  of  Alabama,  a  distin- 
guished Wbis  member — I  say  Whig  member,  be- 
muse at  that  day  political  ligaments  were  stronger 
than  local  subordination  or  independence.  I  speak 
from  the  record.  In  referring  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Adams  on  the  question  of  slavery,  without 
eoing  much  into  the  quotation,  and  which  I  had 
nastily  collected,  not  expecting  to  be  called  on 
firom  the  source  which  I  have,  to  justify  my  re- 
marks, Mr.  Dillet,  in  addressing  this  House  on 
the  22d  of  February,  1844,  said: 

"Aod  whence  came  this  lanfusge:  'That  ilaTery 
will  Ix  abolifhed  in  ihla  mnntrf,  and  ihroaidioai  the  worid, 
I  drinly  tKlievi; ;  whether  it  wilt  be  dnne  peaceably  or  by 
bIcMid,  Gnd  only  knows.  But  ibal  it  ahall  be  accninplished, 
1  bavt*  not!  doubt ;  and  by  whatever  means,  I  »ay  let  it 
cnoie.  Tea,  by  wbateTer  mean*,  I  say,  let  It  eooie.' 
That  waa  the  prayer  oflifred  ia  tramiim  to  Ibe  Throne  of 
Mercy.    By  bkiad,  or  o<herwj*e,  let  it  eoae. 

'*  Mr.  Adams.    Letit  conie. 

"  Mr.  DiLLiT.  Yes,  sir,  thrse  were  the  prayers  of  Ibis 
man,  fMr.  Adams,]  who,  ir  he  had  retired  from  the  Presi- 
denry  to  the  shades  of  priTate  life,  which  he  would  so 
nttCH  hare  difniSed  and  adorned,  would  bave  |p>ue  down 
Id  Um  tomb  wiUi  the  united  admiration  and  apptause  of  a 
mighty  nation.  This  man  comes  here  upon  this  floor,  and 
aays :  '  Let  it  come ;  let  It  eome,1iy  Mood  or  ottaeiwlse ; 
let  it  come.' " 

Mr.  Adams  here  threw  in  the  words:  •■  Let  it 
come." 

"  Mr.  DiiLST.  Tea,  let  it  come,  no  matter  what  haroc 
■ball  ensue  amonf  st  the  five  mlllinns  of  men,  women,  and 
ehiidrva  of  itae  8ouU) ;  1st  Uiam  all  be  served  up  lo  saiiate 
Ibe  Moloch  of  those  aaaailaou  of  the  ConstiinUon ;  and  for 
Ibe  purpose  of  offerins  up  sweet  incense  to  Ibe  holy,  dirice 
holy  AboliUonlsts,"  £c. 

Well,  air,  Mr.  Dillet  went  on  a  good  deal  in 
that  strain,  and  then  Mr.  Adams  proclaims,  not 
let  it  come  even  at  the  expense  of  the  blood  of  five 
millions,  as  I  stated,  and  aa  my  memory  enabled 
me  to  apeak  of  it  after  the  lapse  of  years,  but  he 
even  goeikfurlher  and  says,  without  restriction  aa 
to  numbers:  ■■  Let  it  come."  Yes, 'sir,  even  if  it 
cause  the  blood  of  the  entire  slaveboldiog  section 
of  this  Union  to  flow. 

But,  sir,  Mr.  Dillet  goes  on  to  say: 

"  He  was  one  amnnc  tliose  who,  ia  18S4,  preferred  Ibe 
civil  quahficBtinns  »rthe  fentleman  to  Ibose  of  a  military 
eharacier,  in  Itae  selection  of  a  Cbief  Magisiiate  of  Ibe 
Union.  He  need  not  asic  lo  be  pardoned  by  Itae  gentleman, 
but  he  did  ask  Itae  forfiveneas  of  tais  country." 

Yes,  sir,  so  shocking,  so  horrid  to  evsry  hu- 
mane and  gentle  affection  were  the  sentiments  of 
this  roan— -ihis  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  come  here 
to  agitate  upon  this  question  that  he  had  pro- 
claimed: Let  it  come,  though  at  the  peril  of  the 
•ntire  South.  And  Mr.  Dillet,  a  political  and 
personal  friend,  io  the  agony  of  bis  heart,  said  "  I 
was  one  of  those  who,  in  1^,  preferred  the  civil 
qualifications  of  the  gentleman  to  a  military  chief- 
tain, and  gave  him  my  support.  I  now  say  here, 
in  the  face  of  this  House,  in  the  face  of  the  as- 
sembled country,  that  I  ask  pardon  of  my  coun- 
trymen for  so  doing."  And  yet  this  act,  this  sacri- 
lege, this  outrage  upon  every  sentiment  of  human- 
ity, this  treason — I  use  tiie  word — this  morel 
treason  to  the  Constitution  of  our  Republic,  finds 
Tiodication  upon  this  floor.  But  no  other  man 
has  dared  to  vindicate  it  but  >uck  a  man  as  that 
from  Ohio.  Sir,  have  I  not  made  good  my  refer- 
ence i  Can  1  not  stand  up  here  proudly  and  say 
that  my  case  is  made  out?  Sir,  although  the 
member  wishes  to  be  tacked  to  the  illustrious 
name  of  Adams,  let  me  tell  him  that  he  is  but  the 
tail;  and  long,  long  must  it  be,  if  there  is  any  con- 
nection between  the  two.     [Laughter.1 

But,  sir,  i  now  come  to  the  honorable  member 
himself.  That  Aonorsile  member  gives  us  to  un- 
derstand that  his  ancestors  rendered  important 
services  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  but  his 
modesty  will  not  permit  him  to  speak  of  the  ser- 
Tiees  which  he  himself  rendered  in  the  war  of 
1813.  I  wish  he  had  delighted  us  by  recounting 
them  here,  for  I  believe  his  military  achievemrnta 
have 'not  yet  been  sung  in  song  or  told  in  story. 
But  the  gtntUmmt,  on  account  of  his  capital  good 
nature,  forbears  to  say  what  otherwise  he  might 
■ly,  in  reference  to  myself;  but  what  can  we  think 
of  tka  aaprems  gsnlUneaa  of  dispoaition  of  ths 


man  who  can  get  up  here  and  perform  auch  apart 
as  he  has  done  to-day  i 

The  display  which  the  genUemsn  made  upon 
this  floor  was  the  malignity  of  a  fiend — a  coward 
fiend.  1  was  a  member  of  this  Houss  when  the 
particular  incident  took  place  which  has  brought 
out  this  difficulty.  After  the  honorable  meml>er 
from  Ohio  resigned  his  seat,  he  went  around  the 
Hall  bidding  good-bye  to  his  friends.  I  was  sit- 
ting very  near  tbe  place  where  I  am  now  standing; 
and  when  he  came  to  me,'  oflering  his  hand,  I  did 
not  pretend  to  be  very  busy,  as  some  southern 
members  did,  who  turiied  their  backs  ijpon  him, 
but  I  said  to, him,  "  I  do  not  shake  hands  with 
you."  "Just  as  you  please,"  replied  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio;  and  that  is  the  way  in  which  I 
treated  his  coniluct,  and  that  was  the  way  he  de- 
served to  be  treated  by  all. 

The  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  my 
political  history,  and  my  retirement  from  these 
Halls.  I  will  slate  to  this  House  that,  for  eighteen 
years  I  was  an  active  party  man,  biefore  1  ever 
soughtaseaiin  legislative  halls.  My  time, money, 
and  such  humble  talents  as  God  has  blessed  me 
with,  were  freely  dedicated  to  the  propagation 
of  the  great  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
in  season  and  out  of  season.  Until  1836,  when 
the  muttering  thunder  which  was  heard  in  the 
distance  was  about  to  burst  upon  the  country,  I 
did  not  attempt  to  go  into  public  life;  but  at  that 
lime,  being  called  upon  lo  be  a  candidate  for  the 
Slate  Senate,  I,  under  proteat,  yielded  lo  the  call, 
after  having  once  declined  a  nomination.  I  then 
ran  for  Congress,  and  had  the  honor  of  succeeding 
againat  a  Democrat  and  a  Whig,  with  only  about 
six  hundred  majority,  and  the  Democrat  the  then 
incumbent  in  office,  which  is,  with  us,  almost  con- 
clusive in  favor  of  a  rejection.  When  1  retired 
from  these  Hails,  I  was  acandidau  forreiileciion, 
under  a  peculiar  state  of  things— for  it  so  hap- 
pened that  the  district  was  reorganized,  and  a 
Federal  district  was  formed.  I  allowed  my  name 
to  b«  used,  and  I  reduced  a  Whig  majority  of 
twelve  hundred  to  some  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five.  I  then  resumed  the  duties  of  private  lite, 
but  not  in  retirement,  as  the  mendacious  speaker 
says — for  I  was  elected  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  'Virginia,  without  ever  having  written 
a  letter  or  expressed  a  wish  for  the  office.  I  ask 
if  any  man  can  furnish  a  prouder  and  higher 
memorial  of  the  estimation  oi  his  fellow-citizens 
than  that — elected  lo  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the 
Old  Dominion  without  an  expressM  wish  for  ths 
proud  distinction? 

When  I  returned  from  California,  where  I  had 
gone  to  mend  my  fortunes,  I  had  acarcely  reached 
home  before  my  friends  bq;an  lo  talk  of  returning 
me  to  Congress.  Circumstances,  not  mjr  wishes, 
made  me  a  candidate,  and  I  was  electea  without 
ever  organizing  a  county;  without  ever  treating  a 
voter;  without  ever  holding  a  private  conversa- 
tion but  with  two  worthy,  but  plain  and  unam- 
bitious persons,  to  affect  their  votes  before  my 
election.  1  proudly  stood  up  and  relied  upon  my 
character  and  principles, ana  upon  the  liberal  sen- 
timents of  the  noble  people  whose  suffrage  1  ex- 
pected; and  I  am  here. 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  member  from  Ohio 
has  read  the  resolutions  for  which  the  House  con- 
demned him.  I  shall  not  pause  to  comment  upon 
them,  but  I  will  bring  you  to  the  result.  The 
first  item — for  there  is  a  good  deal  here  on  the 
subject — the  first  item  to  which  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  is  the  remark  of  Mr.  Everett — 
Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont;  from  the  green  hills; 
a  cold  hard  man — I  hope  that  no  one  will  pitch 
into  me  for  this.  But  yet  1  shalT  beg  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Everett 
on  the  subject,  because  I  am  one  of  those  who 
never  speak  lightly,  and  when  1  take  a  position, 
I  am  proud  to  believe  that  I  can  maintain  it.  I 
read  from  the  Journal. 

Mr.  EvereUrose  and  begged  to  be  excused  from 
voting.    He  assignd  his  reasons: 

"  And  be  wished  also  on  Ihis  occasion  to  express  his 
niter  abhorrence  of  Ihe  firebrand  course  of  die  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Oiddiks*."] 

Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Everett  asked  to  be  e.icused 
from  voting;  and  he  did  it  because  he  wanted  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  deep  abhorrence — 
I  repeat — his  deep  abhorrence  of  the  fire-brand 
course  Of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  Well,  now, 
when  that  man  could  act  in  such  a  way  in  these 
Halls  as  to  provoke  such  a  fierce  denunciation 


from  a  party  associate,  from  a  man  who  was  en- 
gaged in  a  common  cause,  and  animated  by  a 
common  feeling,  what,  sir,  what  must  have  been 
the  deep  damnation  of  the  act  ? 

There  are  various  other  references  on  this  sub- 
ject. 1  shall,  not  dwell  upon  them.  But  such 
was  the  howling  storm  of  indignation  in  this  entire  ■ 
Hall ,  such  was  the  deep  abhorrence  of  the  vile  and 
atrocious  conduct  of  that  member,  that  he,  in  view 
of  that  siorm,  and  shrinking  from  it,  asked  if  he 
had  the  power  to  withdraw  bis  resolutions.  The 
Chair  pronounced  that  he  had,  against  ths  posi- 
tions taken  to  the  contrary.  But  f  will  read  a  line 
or  two  from  the  record: 

"  Mr.  OioDiKos  said,  tlial  when  be  bad  risen  lo  offer  bis 
resolaUons,  be  bad  stated  ihai  they  were  imponaal,  and 
Itaal  he  merely  laid  ibem  before  ibe  House. 

"Cries  of  •  Order !' '  Order !' 

"Tbe  HriAKBB.  The  gentleman  will  etlber  wilhdiaw 
his  resoluUons  or  not. 

"  Mr.  GioDiHss.  I  was  merely  saying  tbal  I  was  about 
to  reply 

'■  The  iJriA«|.  Do  yog  withdraw  itae  tesoluliana  or 
not.' 

"  Mr.  OiOBiaes  withdrew  bis  resoloUons." 

Yes,  sir,  that  man  who  boasts  that  he  baa 
uttered  nothing  in  the  world  bat  proper  and  cor- 
rect sentiments;  who  said  that  his  resolutions  were 
important,  and  that  he  merely  laid  them  on  the 
table  for  consideration,  when  he  saw  the  howling 
blast  of  indignation  against  him  which  rogea 
around  the  Hall,  skulked  from  iufury,and,in  tb* 
face  of  auch  a  howling  tempest,  sought  lo  shelter 
himself  by  withdrawing  his  resolutions. 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  member  from  Ohio 
resigned.  He  resigned  to  go  home,  to  get  the 
rebuke  of  his  people  upon  this  House,  it  may  be: 
perhaps  lo  pocket  his  mileage,  for  the  question 
was  raised  whether  he  intended  to  charge  double 
mileage  or  not;  and  that  question  was  not  answered . 
So,  1  suppose,  he  got  it.  Of  course  he  got  it — of 
course.  No  morel  sentimentcouldhaveiestrained 
bim,  no  feeling  of  personal  honor. 

Well,  sir,  I  say  he  resigned.  1  cannot  under- 
take to  eive  you  chapter  and  verse  for  the  com- 
mon talk  of  this  Hall.  But  it  was  said  that  he 
resigned  and  went  home,  to  get  the  rebuke  of  kia 
people  upon  the  action  of  tbia  Hall. 

I  stated  yesterday,  and  I  repeat  it  now,  that  ii 
'was  bruited  around  this  Hall  that  it  was  tba 
common  undentandine  that  he  went  home,  rely- 
ing upon  that  people  whom  he  represents,  of  whom 
he  appeara  so  proud,  and  with  whom  he  so  cor- 
dially sympathizes.  Yes,  sir,  1  say  it  was  so 
underelood,  and  i  am  going  to  give  some  sort  of 
proof  of  it.  It  was  nnderstoM  that  be  would 
come  back  here  and  renew  his  resolutions,  until 
those  resolutions  of  censure  were  repealed. 

But  here  is  the  record,  and  i  ought  not  to  omit 
it.  The  resolution  of  censure  brought  out  by 
the  hoiutrahU  member's  atrocious  resolutions,  de- 
nounced him  for  offering  resolutions  which  embod- 
ied rapine  and  murder.  Yes,  sir,  that  embodied 
repine  and  murder !  After  the  resolutions  were 
withdrawn,  the  House  was  not  satisfied  with  his 
retreat — with  his  cowardly  retreat — with  his 
skulking  from  the  storm  which  he  had  raised.  I 
say  the  House  was  not  satisfied,  and  a  resolution 
of  the  character  of  which  I  have  spoken  was 
offered.  He  had  oflended  the  House  and  the 
country,  and  though  his  resolutions  were  with- 
drawn, it  was  feh  m  this  Hall  that  they  still  ltd 
an  offense  which  must  be  avenged,  and  Mr.  Botta, 
of  Virginia,  offered  resolutions  which,  not  being 
in  order,  were  offered  by  his  noble  colleague,  Mr. 
Weller,  in  which  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman 
were  denounced  for  justifying  repine  and  murder. 
This  House  passed  them  by  a  vote  of  nearly  two 
to  one,  after  nearly  every  parliamentary  effort  had 
been  resorted  to  tn  prevent  their  adoption.  The 
judgment  of  this  House,  not  upon  party  grounds, 
thejudgment  of  the  American  Congress,  by  nearlv- 
two  thirds  out  of  nearly  two  hundred  vMes,  sol- 
emnly pronounced  that  the  resolutions  oAie  gen- 
tleman legalized  and  justified  rapine  and  murder, 
and  that  he^escrved  not  only  the  censure  of  tk« 
country,  but  of  this  House  in  particular. 

For  that  he  resigned  and  went  home;  and  I  say 
now,  that  during  nis  absence,  tbe  under*tandinf>. 
was  that  he  was  to  come  back  here  by  the  electioi| 
of  bis  people,  and  that  he  was  to  renew  those  rea- 
olutions,  and  was  to  press  them  until  the  reso- 
lutions of  censure  were  revoked.  Did  he  ev«r 
renew  ih em?    Never!  never ! 

I  find,  in  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Ooode, 
of  Ohio,  tbs  following;. 
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"  Resolrrtf,  That  the  Hon.  J.  R.  GiDDlifOS,  onhis  return 
to  CongresD,  lie,  aiid  is  hereby,  Instructed,  ut  the  flrtit  moment 
tftertt^hallhein  order,  to  offer  lite  idt-ntical  resolutions  over 
a^nitt  wliieli  he  before  oflered,  and  imttF^t  that  the  Houtte  of 
Keiiteaenlutiveit  act  U|>on  them  by  a  direct  vole." 

Instructed  by  his  beloTed  constituents  !  Did  he 
Cobey  thett  instruction.'  No,  sir;  hia  while-llvered 
heart  skulked  from  it.  He  even  disregarded  the 
inairuciions  of  his  dear  and  much  loved  people, 
who  sent  him  here,  with  instructions  to  carry  out 
his  original  purpose.  Big,  sir,  with  pride  and 
consequence,  and  offended  feeling,  he  left  this 
Hall  with  a  determination  to  do  or  die.  He  was 
backed  up  by  his  people  al  home — better  men 
than  himself,  I  have  no  doubt;  yet  when  he  came 
into  the  presence  of  the  majesty  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  American  people,  he  quailed;  yes, 
sir,  he  quailed  before  it,  and  did  not  obey  his  in- 
structions, or  carry  out  his  original  purpose. 

But,  sir,  having  adverted  to  the  facts  connected 
with  this  period  sufficiently,  and  having  vindi- 
cated, from  the  record,  the  truth  of  my  former 
assertions,  1  pass  on.  The  genlUman  from  Ohio 
came  back  to  this  House  on  the  5th  of  May,  I 
think  it  was,  and  waa  qualified  by  being  sworn. 
But  what  are  oaths  to  those  who  believe  not  in 
Iheir  value.'  But  I  was  proceeding  to  say,  he 
cnme  back  here,  and  on  the  5ih  of  May  was 
sworn  to  observe  the  Constitution, and  to  respect 
all  its  compromises.     He  took  his  seat. 

Well,  sir,  I  said  this  member  from  Ohio  offiered 
a  resolution  to  rescind  the  former  vote  of  censure. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  one  of  those  who  never 
disregard  or  refuse  to  recognize  the  act  of  an  agent. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  regard  what  is  done  by 
my  agent  ns  having  been  done  by  myself;  and  if 
it  IS  necessa.ry  I  could  give  you  law  and  Latin  to 
ahow  that  it  is  an  established  legal  principle.  I 
am  not  here  to  draw  nice  distinctions.  1  do  not 
split  hairs — not  I.  But  the  member  from  Ohio 
says  he  did  not  off'er  this  resolution.  Well,  sir, 
he  did  not,  but  his  colleague  did;  and  I  suppose 
his  colleague  would  not  have  done  anything  of 
this  sort  without  his  concurrence.  I  appeal  to  this 
committee  to  decide  whether  it  is  likely  thai  he 
would  have  permitted  one  of  his  colleagues— one 
who  sympathized  with  him  in  his  original  determ- 
ination, who  prevented  him  from  undertaking 
to  defend  himself  on  that  occasion,  although  the 
opportunity  was  a'ain  and  again  tendered  to  him; 
who  seemed  to  be  nis  friend,  associate,  and  coun- 
selor— does  the  member  himself  suppose  he  shall 
be  able  to  make  this  House  believe  that  this  col- 
league of  his  would  have  taken  this  step  without 
his  knowledge  and  consent.'  And  therefore  it  is 
that  I  say  the  member  from  Ohio  draws  nice  dis- 
tinctions, and  disproves  at  most  the  letter,  but  not 
the  spirit  of  my  charge. 

Well,  sir,  I  have  shown  what  was  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  off'ered  by  the  counselor  and  ad- 
viser of  the  member  from  Ohio,  and  I  leave  it  to 
the  intelligent  judgment  of  every  member  of  this 
House  to  decide  whether  he  is  responsible  for  the 
resolution — that  is  all. 

Mr.  Gl DOINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  read 
the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.    You  may  read  it  if  you  wish. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     Either  read  it  or  back  out. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  the  resolution  before 
me,  and  I  will  not  back  out. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  There  is  no  such  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  such  reso- 
lution in  express  terms,  but  it  was  designed  indi- 
rectly to  accomplish  the  purpose  I  have  stated; 
for  if  re".eived  by  the  House,  that  would  revoke 
the  censure,  and  that  will  explain  what  follows 
hereafter. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Read  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  not  read  it.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, how  did  it  get  in  here.'  I  recollect  the  cir- 
cumstances distinctly;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
committee  understand  them.  I  have  refused  to 
read  the  resolution  because  the  whole  debate  to 
which  it  gave  rise  would  have  to  be  read, to  make 
it  intelligible.  I  would  not  be  guilty  of  such  afoul 
(ranaaction  as  to  refuse  to  reaaa  resolution  for  the 
purpose  of  misrepresenting  it.  I  have  the  resolu- 
tion before  me,  and  the  whole  proceedings  in  con- 
nection with  it.  Every  member  has  them  in  his 
possession.  I  wish  the  member  from  Ohio  to  un- 
derstand that  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  tt^re- 
Borl  to  any  such  means  to  strengthen  my  exposi- 
tion of  such  a  case  as  hia. 

And  how  did  it  come  into  the  House.'    I  recol- 


lect when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr  Goode,] 
against  whose  character  I  know  nothing,  other 
than  is  found  on  this  record,  and  1  am  happy  to 
so  express  myself — I  recollect  when  he  got  up  and 
offered  the  resolutions,  there  was  one  general 
laugh  throughout  the  House;  and  1  believe,  and  it 
was  the  general  belief,  as  the  recordsshow,  that  that 
was  the  end  of  them.  But  no.  He  took  the  laugh; 
said  not  a  word;  but  marched  up  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,  and  under  pretense  of  their  being  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  petition,  filed  them  with  the  Clerk  for 
the  purpose  of  entry  on  the  Journal.  There  is 
honesty  and  fair  dealing  for  you !  A  nd  the  mem- 
ber knew  nothing  about  it  I  Of  course,  he  did  not! 
He  was  as  innocent  of  the  matter  as  the  unborn 
child.  He  was  perfectly  good  natured,  and  could 
not  inquire  into  anything  of  the  sort. 

When  the  Journal  was  read  next  morning  a 
statement  of  the  facts  was  made.  It  appenred, 
from  the  Journal,  that  the  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented and  received.  Mr.  Botts  immediately  rose 
in  his  place,  and  moved  that  they  be  stricken  out. 
He  did  not  like  to  say  expunged;  but  he  moved 
that  the  entire  paragraph — and  I  have  the  whole 
of  it  here — that  the  paragraph  in  reference  to  the 
resolutions,  one  of  which  I  have  read,  and  one  of 
which  led  the  member  to  repeat  his  own  resolu- 
tions, be  stricken  out.  Considerable  debate  re- 
sulted. A  great  deal  of  excuse  was  off'ered.  A 
strong  impression  of  a  fraudulent  movement  was 
declared.  Mr.  Goode  obtained  the  floor,  and 
announced  to  the  House  that  he  had  had  no  fraudu- 
lent purpose  whatsoever.  Such  was  the  loathsome, 
vile,  miserable,  contemptible  character  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, that  the  House  struck  out  the  paragraph 
with  the  implied  imputation  of  fraud.  Yes,  sir, 
these  resolutions,  which  had  for  their  end  the  re- 
deeming of  the  member  from  Ohio  from  the  deep 
damnation  of  hia  conduct  in  advocating  mutiny 
and  murder,  were  expunged  from  the  record. 
They  were  stricken  from  the  Journal,  and  now 
they  have  no  place  except  in  the  papers  of  the 
day. 

This,  then,  being  the  condition  of  things,  I 
would  ask  wherein  I  have  misstated?  The  gen- 
tleman says  that  t  stated  that  he  was  elected  by  a 
diminished  majority.  I  will  advert  to  that  now, 
though  a  little  out  of  the  regular  course.  Of 
course,  I  spoke  on  the  subject  from  memory,  and 
I  really  ask  the  member  for  information.  When 
facts  are  involved,  however,  I  do  not  rest  satisfied 
until  1  am  fully  convinced.  Had  notthegentleman 
Whig  and  Demociatic  opposition  .'  Was  he  not 
elected  by  a  plurality,  and  not  a  majority .'  This 
I  distinctly  know:  that  the  impression  was,  that 
the  operation  of  another  resignation  waa  consid- 
ered too  dangerous  for  another  trial  by  the  mem- 
ber. I  know  the  understanding  was,  that  if  the 
Democrats  had  not  been  so  foolish  in  that  district 
— where  Democracy,  perhaps,  cannotlivefor  lack 
of  necessary  congeniality  of  elements  and  respi- 
ration— had  it  not  been  that  they  brought  out  a 
candidate,  it  is  believed  that  the  gentleman  would 
have  gope  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  capulets.  His 
race  would  have  terminated  against  his  will. 
Why,  sir,  it  was  believed  that  a  genteel  Whig — 
such  was  the  language  of  the  day — would  have 
filled  the  place  which  the  member  has  so  much 
dishonored. 

These  are  my  views.  I  have  presented  the  rec- 
ord. I  have  shown  the  course  of  Mr.  Adams. 
I  have  shown  the  course  of  the  member  from  Ohio; 
and  to  show  that  he  is  still  in  character, he  is  com- 

gelled  to  misrepresent  the  laws  of  a  southern 
tate  to  this  committee.  He  has  directly,  and  in 
foce  of  the  explanation  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  ljOuisiana,[Mr.  Pkrkins,]  distorted  and 
misstated  them:  that  decision  being,  that  when  a 
slave  went  into  territory  where  freedom  was  estab- 
lished— God  save  the  mark  ! — he  was  free.  He 
partakes  of  the  character  of  the  country  in  which 
lie  is  placed.  That  is  the  effect  of  the  decision 
which  the  member  has  chosen  to  mystify  and  dis- 
tort. 

But,  sir,  Othello 's  occupation  is  not  gone  so  long 
as  the  member  has  a  place  here.  Even  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  he  has  uttered 
the  same  damnable  and  abhorrent  sentiments.  Sir, 
look  at  the  record  of  a  previous  debate  during  the 
present  session.     He  says: 

"  Sir,  1  would  inlimidnte  no  one  ;  but  I  tell  you  There  is 
■  spirit  in  llie  North  which  will  set  nl  delinnce  all  the  low 
and  unworthy  niachinulions  of  this  Executive,  and  of  Uir 
inrniuiis  ofiu  power.    When  the  contest  shall  come ;  when 


the  thunder  shall  roll  and  the  lightning  flash  ;  when  the 
slaves  Hliall  rise  in  Uie  South ;  when,  in  imiialnin  ol'  tlia 
Cuban  boitdmeii,  the  snutliern  slaven  of  the  rionlh  shall 
feel  that  they  are  men  ;  when  they  teel  the  stirrinft  emotKiiis 
of  immortality,  nud  recognize  the  ^tirrini;  truth  that  tliey 
are  tnen,  and  enUtled  to  the  rights  which  God  has  bestowed 
upon  Ulem ;  when  the  slaves  shall  feel  thai,  and  when  nittt^- 
leis  shall  turn  pale  and  tremble  when  their  dwelliniis  shall 
smoke,  and  dismay  sit  on  each  eouiilenancH,  then,  sir,  I  do 
not  say  *  we  will  lau^h  al  your  calamity,  and  mock  when 
your  Ivar  eometh,'  but  1  do  say,  when  that  lime  shall  eimie, 
tile  lovers  of  our  race  will  stand  forth,  and  exert  the  legiti- 
mate powers  of  this  Governineiil  for  freedom.  We  shall 
then  have  eonslitutional  power  to  act  lor  the  gornl  of  our 
country,  and  do  justice  to  the  slave.  Then  will  we  strike 
urr  the  shackles  from  the  limbs  of  llie  Blave.H.  That  will 
be  a  period  when  ihis  Government  will  have  power  to  act 
between  slavery  and  freedom,  and  when  it  can  make  peace 
by  giving  freedom  to  the  slaves.  And  let  me  tell  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  lliat  lime  hastens.  It  is  rolling  forward.  The 
I'reHideiit  is  exerting  a  power  that  will  hasten  it,  tltnu^h  not 
intended  by  him.  I  hail  it  as  1  do  Uie  approaching  dawn 
of  that  political  and  moral  millennium  which  i  am  well 
assured  will  come  upon  the  world.*' 

Yes,  sir,  that  period  when  our  slaves  shall  rise; 
that  period  when  our  houses  shall  smoke;  that 
period  when  "  fear  cometh  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
masters;"  that  period  when  rapine,  and  blood- 
shed, and  desolation  shall  stalk  o'er  the  land,  the 
member  will  hail  as  the  dawning  day  preceding 
the  approach  of  the  millennium!  "Oh  shame, 
where  is  thy  blush!"  Yes,  he  gets  up  here, in  the 
presence  of  this  assembly  of  American  freemen, 
the  Representatives  of  millions,  a  large  portion  of 
them  from  the  southern  States,  and  he  tells  them 
here  to  their  faces,  that  he  hails  this  day  which 
is  to  desolate  the  whole  South  with  fire  and  blood- 
shed, as  he  would  the  dawn  antecedent  to  the  mil- 
lennium. Sir,  I  ask  you  if  it  is  not  fully  made 
out  \^  what  I  have  previously  read,  and  by  this 
very  speech  itself,  tnat  he  would  rejoice,  as  he 
would  rejoice  at  the  dawning  of  that  day  preceding 
the  millennium,  to  see  our  slaves  rise,  and  sacri- 
fice the  wives  and  daughters  of  their  masters.' 

I  would  remark  that  this  question  of  slavery  is' 
one  in  which  I  am  deeply  interested.  Gentlemen 
will  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  by  their  con- 
stituents for  sitting  quietly  here,  day  after  day,  and 
submitting  to  insults,  such  as  have  been  inflicted 
upon  them  in  days  past. 

The  gtniltman  from  Ohio  iwys  that  I  did  not 
answer  him  on  certain  occasions.  Does  he  ima- 
gine, for  a  single  moment,  that  when  he  speaks, 
and  there  is  no  response,  it  is  because  he  is  unan- 
swerable.' From  whence,  in  the  nameof  God,did 
there  spring  such  a  conceit !  When  he  speaks — 
as  never  man  spake  before,  for  he  is  really  without 
a  parallel — and  gentlemen  are  silent,  has  he  never 
imagined  it  was  because  of  their  pity  and  contempt 
for  him  and  his  sentiments.' 

I  know  I  am  wearying  the  House,  but  I  plead 
as  my  excuse  the  deep  interest  I  feel  in  this  sub- 
je(^t.  I  believe  that  the  institution  of  slavery  is  a 
noble  one;  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  good,  the 
well-being  of  the  negro  race.  Looking  to  history, 
I  go  further,  and  1  say,  in  the  presence  of  this 
assembly,  and  under  all  the  imposing  circum- 
stances surrounding  me,  that  I  believe  it  is  God's 
institution.  Yes,  sir,  if  there  is  anything  in  the 
action  of  the  great  Author  of  us  all;  if  there  is 
anything  in  the  conduct  of  His  chosen  people;  if 
there  is  anything  in  the  conduct  of  Christ  himself, 
who  came  upon  this  earth,  and  yielded  up  hia  life 
aa  a  sacrifice,  that  all  through  his  death  might 
live;  if  there  is  anything  in  the  conduct  of  his 
Apostles,  who  inculcated  obedience  upon  the  part 
of  slaves  towards  their  masters  as  a  Christian 
duty,  then  we  must  believe  that  the  institution  is 
from  God. 

Has  there  ever  been  a  nation  that  so  pregmi- 
nently  distinguished  itself  as  a  nation  of  masters.' 
Go  to  Judea.  Go  to  Greece,  where  there  was 
four  hundred  slaves  to  ninety  freemen.  Go  to 
Rome,  where,  in  the  pride  of  her  imperial  power, 
you  found  some  thirty  to  forty  millions  of  slaves; 
and  come  to  our  own  fovored  land,  and  what  do 
you  see?  Where  is  any  evidence  of  inferiority 
between  the  North  and  South?  We  see  in  the 
South  those  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first 
in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen;"  notonenlone, 
but  many,  always  distinguishing  themselves  upon 
every  crisis,  anil  in  everyplace  where  their  ser- 
vices were  needed  in  behalf  of  their  country.  Go 
into  your  halls  of  legislation;  go  into  the  battle- 
fields, and,  I  ask,  where  is  the  evidence  of  that 
inferiority  which  gentlemen  attempt  to  establish 
between  those  who  own  and  those  who  do  not 
own  slaves  ?    The  owners  of  slaves  are  no  better 
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tban  their  fellows,  it  it  true;  but. they  will  not 
sufier  in  the  comparison. 

1  uk,  then,  how  does  the  institution  of  slsTCry 
operate  upon  the  blacic  race?  It  operates  like  a 
caarin.  We  hare  skiTes  among  us  eminently 
worthy  of  respect  and  confidence.  We  have  fe* 
male  servants  that,  in  point  of  manners,  morals, 
and  principles,  far  surpass  many  white  servants. 
But  free  them,  and  tney  are  vaiuelem;  they  are 
valueless  the  moment  you  knock  their  sbackels 
off.  I  appeal  to  those  around  me  in  support  of 
the  position  I  lake.  I  contrast  the  slave  of  the 
South,  the  genteel,  well  raised,  obedient  slave  of 
the  Soulh,  with  the  free  negro  of  the  North.  It 
is  a  principle  universally  understood,  known,  and 
conceded  as  a  fact,  that  if  you  take  the  best  raised, 
best  cultivated  slave,  break  off  his  shackles  and 
•end  him  a  freeman,  to  the  North  especially,  or 
even  if  you  free  him  at  home,  the  chances  are 
nine  out  of  ten,  that  he  becomes  a  degraded  man 
and  a  worthless  vagabond. 

I  advert  to  these  things  now,  sir,  not  in  re- 
proach or  anger.  I  can  only  say  to  the  House,  in 
the  name  of  uod,  spare  us  from  the  polished  and 
elegant  languegeoftnemember  from  Ohio.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Let  this  Hall  be  no  longerdesecrated  or  de- 
graded by  such  unbecoming,  unworthy,  unfrater- 
nal  displays  as  we  have  had  here  to-day.  Let  us 
cultivate  a  refined,  and  delicate  form  of  speech,  so 
that  we  may  utter  no  word  of  unkindness  or  re- 
proach calculated  to  disturb  the  relations  which 
should  animate  us.  Let  us  alone,  gentlemen  of 
the  North.  I  repeat,  in  the  name  of  God  and  the 
country,  let  as  alone.  Give  us  our  equal  rights. 
Convert  us,  if  you  can,  but  give  us  our  equal 
rights;  and  we  will  never  utter  a  word  to  eoigpro- 
mise  harmony  and  amity. 

1  thank  the  committee,  and  I  thank  voa,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  the  patience  with  which  my  re- 
marks have  been  listened  to.    I  have,  1  trust. 

"  Nothing  exteousled,  nor  aught  set  down  in  malice." 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
AiatiRT  DiCKiNi,  their  Secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  ihey  had  passed  Senate  bills  of  the 
following  titles;  in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House: 

An  act  (No.  178)  to  incorporate  the  National 
Hotel  Company,  of  Washington  city; 

An  act  (No.  334)  for  the/eUef  of  Fmn$oi«  Cou- 
sin; and 

An  act  (No.  358)  to  make  compeosation  to 
Henry  Cronchcy  for  extra  service*.] 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that,  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Oliver]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  OLIVER  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  will  yield  me  toe  floor  that 
I  may  make  a  suggestion  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  OLIVER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  House  closes  the  debate  on 
the  deficiency  bill  on  Tuesday  of  next  week. 
Monday  commences  the  territorial  business.  The 
House  has  adjourned  over  to-day  until  Monday; 
and  if  this  committee  do  now  rise,  and  the  House 
adjourn,  the  gentlemen  who  have  obtained  the 
floor  to  speak  upon  this  bill  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  will  not  nave  an  opportunity  to  make  their 
speeches  upon  it,  because,  when  it  is  ageiin  taken 
up,  it  will  be  under  the  five-minute  rule,  and  mem- 
berscan  then  onlyspeak  to  amendments.  I  think, 
myself,  that  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  committee 
to  rise,  and  let  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  agrej'- 
ing  to  Ihe  proposition  to  adjourn  over,  so  that  we 
may  resume  our  session  to-morrow,  and  allow 
gentlemen  who  desire  so  to  do  to  make  their 
speeches.  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  move  for 
the  reconsideration  myself;  if  I  were,  I  would 
make  the  motion. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentleman 
firom  Missouri  [Mr.  Olitkb]  permit  me  to  make 
a  remark? 

Mr.  OLIVER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  It  is  true  there  is  a  special  order 
for  next  week;  but  that  special  order  nas  already 
been  once  postponed 

Several  Mbmbebi.    "  No !"  "  No !" 

Mr.  BAYLY.  .Well,  it  can  be  postponed  at 
any  rate. 

[Cries  of  "  No,  it  cannot!"] 

Mr.  BAYLY.    The  geatleman  from  Missouri 


[Mr.  Ouvca]  has  acted  with  unusual  courtesy  on 
this  occasion.  He  is  now  unwell;  too  much  so  to 
go  on  with  his  speech  this  evening.  I  therefore 
do  think  that  the  committee  ought  to  rise. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sapp]  is  ready  to  go  on  with  his 
speech  to-day,  if  it  would  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
committee;  and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Oliver]  would  not  lose  his  right  to  the  floor  when- 
ever the  committee  shall  sit  again. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  hope  that  suggestion  will  be 
sgreed  to. 

[Cries  of  "  Agreed!"  "  Agreed !*T 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  committee  rise  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not,  unless  by  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sapf]  who  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  thought  I  had  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  the  motion,  before  the  gentle- 
man obtained  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Oliver]  had  the  floor,  and  yielded  it 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sapp,]  who  is 
now  entitled  to  it. 

NKBRA8KA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  SAPP  then  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  committee  on  the  Nebraska  question. 

[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MAXWELL  obtained  the  floor,  and  said: 
I  propose  to  address  the  committee  on  the  subject 
which  has  been  under  discussion,  but  the  evening 
is  too  fitr  advanced  for  me  to  go  on  now. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  With  the  permission  of  the  g«n- 
tleman,  I  move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thecommittee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  htul  the  Union 

fenerally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
louse  bill  No.  271,  ",to  supply  denciencies  in 
the  appropriations  for  tHe  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1854,"  and  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  said  bill,  and  bad  eome  to  no  rstw- 
lution  thereon. 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  move  that  the  Honse  do  now 
adjourn;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  communication 
on  the  table  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  the  Chair  will  present  to  the  House, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  will  withdraw  his 
motion  for  a  moment. 
Mr.  KNOX.    I  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose, 

PaOTECTIOH  or  IMMIGBANTS. 

The  SPEAKER  tlien  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  message  from  the  President: 

T»  tke  S^naU  and  Houtt  q/  Refratntatlvn  : 

I  Iransniit  to  Congren  a  copy  or  a  enrrnpondeDce  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  her  Britannic  M^ieaty*! 
Miniater  accredited  In  thia  Govemmaat,  and  between  the 
Secretary  orstate  and  Uie  Secretary  oriheTresaury,  rsiative 
to  the  expediency  offUrther  mcaiurea  for  Ibe  aaAity,  health, 
and  comrort  ofiminigranti  to  the  United  States  byaea;  and 
as  it  Is  probable  that  further  legislation  may  be  necessary 
fbr  the  purpose  of  securing  those  desirable  objecta,  1  com- 
mend 1^  soblect  to  the  coosideratiun  of  Congress. 

FRANia.IN  PIEKCE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  message  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  now  renew  my  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  the  call  for  the  yeas  ami  nays  on  that 
motion. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Cannot  we  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  determined  to  adjourn 
over  till  Monday? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia voted  in  the  affirmative,  he  can  submit  a 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  want  to  make  a  speech 
against  the  deficiency  bill,  if  I  can  get  a  chance  to 
do  so. 

Ths  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  aflirmative — yeas  35,  nays  19. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  ihereilpon  (at  ten  minutes  past  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  May  1,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 
The  Journal  ofThursday  was  read  and  approved. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
,    The  PRESIDENT  pro  temport  laid  before  the  ^ 
Senate  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  in 
further  compliance  with  aresolutionof  the  Senate, 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to   the  annul- 
ment of  a  contract  with  J.  W.  Kelly;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  (etnport  presented  an  act 

?assed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
sland,  by  which  they  reverse  and  annul  the  judg- 
ment of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State  for  treason, 
rendered  against  Thomas  W.  Dorr,  June  25, 1844. 
It  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  clerks  employed  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  praying  an 
increase  of  compensation;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHASE.  1  ask  leave  to  present  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  who  seem 
to  have  become  very  thorough  converts  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  non-intervention,  for  they  pray  the  repeal 
01  the  whole  Missouri  compromise,  for  the  repeal 
of  all  laws  enacted  by  Congress  in  reference  to  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
in  the  Territories,  and  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive 
slave  act.    I  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey,  prtaenled  a 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  Burlington,  New  Jersey, 
praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage} 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poat 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Horatio 
Gates  Cook,  prayug  to  be  allowed  the  half  pay 
to  which  his  father,l}avid  Cook,  was  entitled  for 
services  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  Plantation 
of  Bancroft  and  vicinity,  in  Aroostook  covnty, 
Maine,  praying  the  estsAlishment  of  a  mail  rout* 
from  HayneavOIe,  through  Bancroft  Plantation,  to 
Weston;  which  was  refinred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

idr.  TOUCEY  presented  two  petitions  of  to- 
bacoonisU  residing  in  West  Suffield,  Connecticut, 
praying  that  a  specific  duty  of  forty  cents  per 
pound  may  be  levied  on  all  cigars  imported  into 
the  United  States ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  secure  to  American  citizens  reaidiiig  or  traveling 
in  foreign  countries  the  right  of  religious  liberty; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, a  petition  of  inhabitontsofMeriden, Con- 
necticut, praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  «f  ocean 
postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Milford,  Mas- 
sachusetts, praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  a  document  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  nf  a  mail  route,  by  steamboats, 
between  Chattahoochie  and  Columbus;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
W.  Harris,  praying  that  Congress  may  pass  an 
act  to  vest  in  him  the  copyright  to  the  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  end  fifteenth  volumes  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Reporu;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Garvin,  praying  for 
indemnity  far  expenses  incurred  in  taking  care  of 
and  supporting  Thomas  Garvin,  who  became  an 
invalid  in  consequence  of  exposure  during  Ihe  last 
war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  toth* 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Also, a  memorial  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Connells- 
ville  Biulroad  Company,  praying  a  donation  of 
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land,  uid  credit  on  rails  imported  for  the  nie  of 
that  railroad ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 

of  Cheater  district.  South  Carolina,  praying  the 

^  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Chester  Court 

House  to  Cedar  Shoal;  which  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  professing  the 
Jewish  religion,  prajring  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  procure  for  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
of  every  creed,  a  just  degree  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  while  residing  or  traveling  in  foreign 
countries;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  of  steamboat 
officers  and  engineers  at  Cincinnati,  praying  that 
measures  be  taken  to  make  "  Evans's  safety 
guard,"  against  the  explosion  of  boilers,  free  to 
the  public,  by  the  purchase  of  his  patent  right  or 
otherwise;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

PAPER  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  waa 
Oritni,  That  the  nmnnrial  of  J.  M.  Hemuidez,  in  be- 
half of  the  clainWDls  to  Iha  indemnitv  under  the  ninth  ar- 
ticle of  the  maty  with  Spain,  of  February  33,  1BI9,  be 
withdrawn  fVom  the  lll«s  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Cominittee  on  Foreign  ReTations. 

COMMITTEE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Aa  I  am  about  to  be  absent 
from  the  city  for  some  time,  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  excuse  me  from  serving  any  longer  on 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  It  is  a  committee 
which  requires  almost  daily  attention.  As  I  am 
on  two  other  working  committees,  and  am  com- 

Selled  to  be  absent  for  a  few  weeks,  I  hope  the 
enate  will  excuse  me  from  serving  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  to  excuse  the  Senator  w%s  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  move  that  the  Pvudent 
jm  tempore  be  authorized  to  fill  the  vaeanaB 

The  motion  waa  unanimously  agreed  <8;  and 
Mr.  JoRsioM  was  appointed.  ^ 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  excus«'1tte 
from  serving  on  any  of  the  standing  committees 
for  the  residue  of  the  brief  period  during  which  I 
am  to  remain  a  member  of  the  body.  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  city  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  my  family  to  Connecticut, 
and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  will  accord 
me  this  tavor. 

The  Senator  was  excused;  and  the  President 
pro  tempore  wu  authorized  to  fill  the  vacancies 
thus  created. 

The  PRESIDENT  ore  tempore  appointed  Mr. 
Fes»hi>bn  to  supply  tne  vacancy  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  and  Mr.  Sbward  to  supply  the 
vacancy  in  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

SUSPENSION  OP  THE  NEUTRALITY  LAWS. 
Mr.  8LIDELL.    I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rttolvei,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  lie 
requealed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anthorixing  the 
Prealdent  of  the  United  Slatew,  during  any  future  receita  of 
Coagre^,  to  luspend  by  proclauiatioa,  either  wboily  or 
partially,  the  operation  of  the  act  "  in  addition  to  an  act 
<  for  the  puninhment  of  certain  crimes  againrt  the  United 
State*,*  approved  theSOth  of  April,  1818;"  and  also  of  the 
act  rapplemeoutry  thereto,  approved  10th  of  March,  1838; 
should,  in  hia  opinion,  the  public  intereau  require  audi 
total  or  partial  auapenaion  ;  auch  auipenaton  not  to  exceed 
#  the  period  of  twelve  monttaa ;  and  the  eauaea  wbleli  ataall 

have  Indueed  the  Preaideni  to  proclaim  it  to  be  communi- 
cated 10  CoDgreaa  Immediately  on  lie  flnt  meeting  there- 
after. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Although  the  re«>lutton  which 
baa  just  been  read  is,  on  its  face,  simply  one  of 
inquiry,  I  think  it  proper  to  state,  at  this  time,  the 
motives  that  have  induced  me  to  present  it.  I 
consider  it  one  of  great  importance;  it  ia  not 
brought  forward  aa  a  mere  formality,  but  as  the 
^baais  of  substantive,  direct,  and ,  as  I  hope,  prompt 
'legislative  action,  I  am  quite  conscious  of.the 
gravity  of  the  responsibility  assumed  by  a  Senator 
taking  the  initiative  in  such  a  matter;  but,  with 
the  firm  conviction  1  entertain  of  its  necessity,  I 
should  feel  that  I  was  recreant  to  my  duty  to  the 
nation,  and  especially  to  the  Slate  that  sent  me 
here,  were  I  to  shrink  from  it.  The  duly,  more- 
over, ia  distinctly  imposed  tipon  me  by  the  setioii 


of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana.  On  the  16th  of 
March  laat,  joint  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Cuba 
were  unanimously  adopted.  I  haveaince  been  in 
the  daily  expectation  of  receiving  official  notice  of 
them;  but  from  neglect  to  forward  a  copy,orfrom 
some  irr^ularity  of  the  mail,  they  have  not  yet 
reached  the  delation  in  an  authentic  form.  I 
have  a  copy  which  I  believe  to  be  correct,  but  do 
not  feel  at'liberty  to  present  it  formally,  as  I  am 
advised  that  it  would  not  be  in  conformity  with 
Uie  usage  of  the  Senate  to  do  so.* 

Some  months  since,  Mr.  President,  I  was  as 
skeptical  aa  any  one  on  this  floor  could  be  about 
the  existence  of  any  concerted  plan  to  Africanize 
Cuba.  1  use  the  word,  not  for  the  reaaon  that  it 
has  become  fashionable,  but  because  it  plainly 
conveys,  to  my  mind,  at  least,  without  periphrasis, 
the  complex  ideas  of  emancipation,  confiscation, 
pillage,  murder,  devastation ,  and  barbarism.  Paat 
experience  has  led  me  to  be  surprised  at  nothing 
that  England  might  attempt  to  prevent  the  posses- 
sion of  this  magnificent  island  by  her  great  com- 
mercial rival,  a  rival  destined  to  be,  in  a  very  few 
yeara,  if,  in  fact,  she  be  not  already ,  in  that  respect, 
ner  recognized  superior.  Still,  I  could  not  bring 
myself  to  believe  that  Spain,  with  all  her  pride 
and  obstinacy,  would  prefer  the  destruction  of  a 
flourishing  colony,  peopled  by  her  own  sons,  to 
the  prospect  of  its  transfer,  at  some  future,  per- 
l)pps  distant  day,  by  honorable  and  peaceful  ne- 
gotiation, to  a  friendly  nation,  for  a  price  that 
would  extricate  her  finances  from  thatgutf  of  seem- 
ingly hopeless  bankruptcy  in  which  they  have  been 
so  long  plunged. 

If  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  I  will  stale  now, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  reasons  that  have  led  me 
to  the  full  conviction  of  a  well-understood  purpose 
between  Spain  and  England,  in  which  France  is 
certainly  a  confidant,  and  probably  a  participant, 
for  the  Africanization  of  Cuba. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1852,  Lord  Malmesbury, 
British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afl>>irs,  di- 
rected his  Minister  at  Washington,  in  concert  with 
the  French  Minister,  to  propose  to  our  Grovern- 
ment  "  a  tripartite  convention,  by  which  the  three 
nations  should  bind  themselves  severally  and  col- 
Isctivety,  to  renounce,  both  now  and  hereafter,  all 
intention  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  to  discountenance  all  attempts  to  that  effect  on 
the  part  of  others,"  This  proposition  was  made 
to  Mr.  Webster,  then  Secretary  of  State,  but  no 
defihite  reply  waa  made  to  it  while  he  remained  in 
office.  His  successor,  however,  Mr.  Everett,  under 
date  of  1st  December,  1852,  declined  the  overture 
in  a  paper  which  will  be  forever  remarkable  in  our 
diplomatic  history,  for  its  hish-loned  nationality, 
and  a  vigor  ofstylejcorresponding  with  the  import- 
ance of  the  question.  ^  Let  us  now  trace  the  origin 
of  thil  joint  proposition  of  England  and  France, 
on  the  20th  October,  1851.  Lord  Palmeraton,  then 
British  Forei^  Secretary,  writing  to  Lord  How- 
den,  his  Minister  at  Madrid,  says: 

"  With  nfenaet  to  the  paaaige  In  M.  Mirafloresl  note, 
ia  which  he  aiaiea  that  the  Bpaniah  Government  cannot 


*  Joint  Reaolutiona  of  the  Legislature  of  Louiaiaoa,  passed 
16lh  March,  18M. 

Be  it  rnolved,  That  we  view  with  alann  the  reeeat  and 
avowed  change  that  has  taken  place  in  lh«  policy  of  the 
Spanish  Oovemment  in  Cuba,  the  manifest  tendency  and 
refluit  of  which  must  be  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
destruction  of  the  while  race  in  that  country. 

Haotvd,  That  we  believe  sach  an  event  will  have  a 
most  pemicions  effect  upon  the  same  inatitoUon  and  inter- 
ests in  these  Slaiss;  that  it  will  destroy  the  social  and  po- 
liUcal  extsience  of  that  island:  that  It  will  materially  aflect 
the  natiiial  law  of  American  progress  by  precluding  forever 
the  admission  of  Cuba  into  this  Union  ;  Uiat  it  will  create 
in  our  Immediate  vicinity,  and  almost  within  sight  of  our 
own  shores,  a  government  administered  Inr  on  inferior  and 
barbarous  African  race,  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
European  interest*  and  ideas,  and  adverse  to  the  pure 
American  Influence  which  should  predominate  on  this  con- 
lioent  and  its  adjacent  islands ;  that  it  will  menace  the  se- 
curity of  the  outlets  of  all  our  southern  end  southwestern 
rivers  and  harbors  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  of  the  American 
Mediterranean,  of  the  new  great  highways  of  commerce 
through  those  seas  and  across  the  Isthmus  of  America; 
and  that  it  will  materially  endanger  the  intercoaree  between 
our  AUantic  and  Paciflc  States. 

AsMlffcd,  That  we  approve  of  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  the  Inaugural  message  of  General  Pierce,  relative  to  the 
eitenaion  of  our  limits  and  the  prevention  of  the  establish- 
ment of  prejudicial  influences  around  our  southern  border, 
and  oftlioas  laid  down  by  his  Excellency  Oovemer  Bthert 
in  his  late  annual  message. 

Resolved,  That  ive  deem  the  time  haa  arrived  when  the 
American  people  and  the  Federal  Oovemment  should  take 
a  great  and  active  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  Spain  Snd 
other  European  Powers  in  Cuba,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  measures  and  iostiluiioas  prejudicial  to 
ear  own  safe^  and  weilkre. 


understand  bew  her  H^lesty^i  Goveramest'ean  seriously 
recommend  a  measure  which  would  prove  very  injurious 
to  the  natives  of  Cuba,  when  tbey  also  recommend  that  the 
Spanish  Oo^rnment  should  conciliate  the  affections  of 
those  Cubans,  I  have  to  instruct  your  lordHhip  to  observe 
to  M.  Mimflores,  that  the  slaves  in  Cuba  form  a  large  |ior- 
tlon,  and  by  no  means  an  unimportant  one,  of  the  people 
of  Cuba,and  that  any  steps  taken  to  provide  for  their  eman- 
ci|>aUon  would,  therefore,  as  far  as  the  black  population 
Is  concerned,  be  quite  in  unison  with  the  iVcnmmendation 
made  by  her  Majesty's  Government,  that  measures  should 
be  adopted  for  contenting  the  people  of  Cuba,  with  a  view 
to  aecure  the  connection  between  that  island  and  the 
Spanish  Crown ;  and  it  must  be  evident  that  if  the  negro 
populaUon  of  Cuba  were  rendered  (Vee,  that  fact  would 
eieate  a  most  poweifui  element  of  resistance  to  any  scheme 
for  annexing  Cuba  to  the  United  Sutes,  where  slavery  atlll 
exists. 

"  With  regard  to  the  bearing  which  negro  emancipation 
would  have  on  the  interests  of  the  while  proprietors.  It  may 
safely  be  aflirmed  that  free  labor  costs  less  than  slave  tabor ; 
and  it  Is  indisputable  that  a  free  and  contented  peasantry 
are  safer  neighbors  for  the  wealthy  classes  above  them  than 
Ill-treated  and  resentllil  slaves." 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1853,  Lord  Howden 
thus  writes  from  Madrid  to  Earl  Glanville,  who 
had  come  into  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  Lord  Palmerston: 

"  By  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Spanish  Government,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  lordship's  attention  to  the 
wish,  widely  entertained  here,  that,  through  the  fVlendly 
interest  and  influence  of  England,  an  abaegatory  declara- 
tion on  the  pan  of  France  and  the  United  States,  and  of 
England,  of  course,  might  be  made  with  regard  to  Cuba.*' 

This  inritation  of  interference  from  Spain  was 
evidently  brought  about  by  the  communicatiooof 
20th  October,  and  olhera  of  a  similar  character. 
On  the  24th  April,  1852,  Lord  Malmesbury  com- 
municates to  Mr.  Isturitz,  Spanish  Embiussador 
at  London,  copies  of  the  project  of  a  convenrion 
to  be  proposed  to  the  United  States  by  the  Britisji 
and  French  Ministen  at  Washington,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Miraflores,  on  the  30in  April,  1852, 
thanks  Lord  Howden  in  the  warmest  terms  for 
his  agency  in  having  brought  about  this  conven- 
tion, or  rather  proposition  for  a  convention.  Mr. 
Isturitz,  in  a  memorandum,  which  has  no  date, 
but  from  the  order  in  which  it  appeara  in  the  par- 
liamentary document  from  which  I  quote,  must 
have  been  addressed  to  Lord  Malmesbiiry  between 
the  8th  and  30th  July,  1852,  says: 

•*  Her  Catholic  Majesty  desires  that,  should  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Uniled.States  not  adhere  to  the  declaration  n- 
spectlng  the  island  of  Cuba,  intnisted  to  the  British  and 
Preneb  RepreoealaUvea  at  Waataington,  England  and 
France  would  declare  on  their  aide,  that  Ihey  never  will 
allow  any  other  Power,  whether  European  or  American,  at 
any  time  to  poases*  Itself  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  either  by 


casdon,  alienation,  eonqneet,  or  insarreetlon  of  the  same. 
Any  such  declaration  made  by  the  two  Powers  collectively 
would  answer  the  intention  put  forward  on  a  former  occa- 
sion by  the  United  States,  never  to  allow  a  Eurofiean  Power 
to  poases*  Itself  of  Cuba.  It  wjtsld,  moreover,  be  in  con- 
sonance with  the  idea  which,  aetormg  (o  imjinmaHon  n- 
eeived  (y  Her  CaUktUe  Mtjetly't  Govemmsul,  «(  ^esenl 
prevaiU  with  ike  French  and  Briliah  Reyretentaltveij  to 
whote  care  the  netotiatiant  now  pending  at  fl^athington 
have  freen  intrufted," 

On  the  12th  July,  1853,  the  Marquis  de  Mira- 
flores, in  writing  to  Mr.  Calderon  de  la  Barca, 
states,  very  openly,  what  Mr.  Crampton,  in  writ» 
ine  to  Lord  Malmesbury,  on  the  same  day,  had 
only  indirectly  alluded  to,  "the  inexpediency  of 
.urging  too  strongly  the  pending  questions,  whilst 
the  result  of  the  presidential  election  remains,  as 
yet,  undecided."    Mr.  Crampton  says: 

"  Two  months,  however,  having  elapsed  withnot  oar 
having  received  any  farther  communicatinn  l>om  Mr. 
Webster  on  thi*  sul^eoi,  sad  certain  circnmstsnces  regard- 
ing the  intemsl  poliUeal  stale  of  the  country,  (these  must, 
of  course,  have  been  the  presidential  nominationa,)  which 
M.  Sartiges  and  myself  had  reason  to  believe  were  the  cause 
of  the  delay,  no  longer  existing,  we  thought  the  time  had 
come  when  it  would  be  well  to  bring  the  matter  again  under 
the  consideraiion  of  the  Ualted  Stale*  Oovemmaot." 

This  was  done  on  the  8tb  July,  when  the  pres- 
idential nominations  had  been  made.  But  the  ill- 
ness and  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Webster  prevented 
his  replying.  I  have  already  offered  my  feeble 
tribute  of  praise  to  the  able,  thoroughly  American, 
and,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  pay  him,  what  to  some 
of  his  admirers  may  seem  an  equivocal  compli- 
ment, Democratic  reply  of  his  sucocssor.  By  the 
way,  if  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massaehu- 
setls,  whom  I  regret  not  to  see  in  bis  seat,  has 
no  spsiiial  reason  to  ths  contrary,  he  would  greatly 
gratify  my  curiosity,  and,  I  doubt  not,  that  of 
many  othera,  if  he  would  explain  the  great  dis- 
crepancy between  his  letter,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  December  1,1853,  and  President  Fillmore's 
messsee,  communicated  to  Congress  only  five  days 
after;  for  the  objections  urged  in  the  latter  against 
ths  aeqoisition'  of  Cuba,  will  apply  with  sexual 
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force  in  all  ftiUire  time,  or  at  least,  until  the  reeea 
that  nowcompoae  ita  population  shall  be  extermin- 
ated. The  Arrican  and  Spaniard  must  alike  die- 
appear,  before  Mr.  Fillmore  coulO  consider  its 
acquisition  desirable.  If  England  be  allowed  to 
have  her  way  in  the  matter,  this  problem  will  soon 
be  more  than  half  solved.  The  Spanish  race  will 
have  ceased  to  exist;  and  the  African,  if  left  to 
ita  own  resources,  with  the  enormous  dispropor- 
tion of  males  to  females  now,  according  to  the  last 
census,  existing  in  the  ieland,  will  rapidly  melt 
away.  The  overiurea  of  France  and  England 
having  been  thus  definitively  rejecled,  Lord  John 
Russdl,  in  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Crampton,  of  Feb- 
raary  16, 1853,  which  was  by  him  communicated 
to  our  Government,  closed  with  this  very  signifi- 
cant remark: 

"  Finalljr,  while  nilly  Bdmittini  the  right  nf  tbr  (Tnlted 
Staleii  111  njecl  the  prnpoiwl  luaJe  by  Lord  Mulinushury  and 
M.  dr-TurgKl,  Great  Bhiain  must  at  once  resume  her  en- 
tire liberty,  and  upon  any  occasion  that  may  call  Ibr  It  be 
fVen  to  act  either  niiiily  or  in  eaujunclion  wuk  oiktr  Pomtrt 
an  to  her  may  aeem  flt.*> 

This  implied  menace  seems,  by  the  declaration 
of  Lord  Clarendon  on  the  first  night  of  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  in  the  Houae  of  Peers,  to 
have  been  carried  out,  at  least  so  far  as  mutual 
promises  between  France  and  England  go.  Recol- 
lect that  is  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affitin  who 
speaks: 

"  I  win  further  add  that  ihe  anioa  between  the  two  Gov- 
eriimentaAat  not  hten  comiin^d  to  tko  £affem  fuetlion. 
Tbe  happy  acc<inl  and  good  underatandincbetween France 
and  Eoglaiid  have  been  extended  beyond  Eaatero  policy  to 
the  policy  affecting  aU  jiarU  o/tkeworldt  and  I  an  beanily 
rejoiced  to  eay  that  there  ia  no  portion  of  tlu  twoVitmU- 

Ckerct  with  regard  to  wliich  the  policy  of  ihetwocnuuirieti, 
owever  herelufure  antagonistic,  is  nut  now  in  entire  har- 
mony. rCheers.}  Tliils,  then,  my  lords,at  leastonegreat 
go<»d  will  have  heen  seciired  hy  these  tmnsactiona — that  two 
great,  and  hiihertn  rival,  naiiona  have  leaml  tn  knnw-and 
m  appreciate  each  other  lieiter,  to  rsjccl  the  Ibllacy  that 
they  are  eacti  other^i  natural  enemy,  and  to  be  ready  to  act 
lieartjiy  together  in  anyjust  and  righteous  cause."  [Cbeere.] 

Now,  there  is  another  matter  which  to  many, 
indeed  to  most  Americans,  will  appear  too  trivial 
for  notice  here,  but  which  to  me  seems  of  very 
grave  import.  Tn  the  recent  duel  at  Madrid,  be- 
tween our  Minister  and  the  French  Embassador, 
M.  deTurgot,  Lord  Howden,  the  representative 
of  a  Governmeilt  where  duelling  ia  not  only  a 
felony  at  law,  but  where — what  is  much  more  im- 
portant— public  opinion  permits  the  penalties  of 
the  law  to  be  enforced,  atoed  as  the  second  of  the 
French  Miniater;  and,  although  this  happened 
some  three  or  four  months  since,  he  has  not  been 
recalled,  nor  have  we  heard  that  he  has  been  even 
reprimatided  for  his  conduct. 

That  I  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  would  here 
disclaim  any  idea  t>f  censuring  the  course  of  the 
principals  in  the  duel.  Each  of  them,  no  doubt, 
thought  that  it  could  not  be  avoided  without  the 
risk  of  compromiting  his  honor.  But,  on  the  part 
of  Lord  Howden,  there  could  be  no  possible  obli- 
gation to  go  out  with  M.  de  Turgot,  and  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  have  done  so,  hsid  he  not  felt 
assured,  in  advance,  of  the  approbation  of  his  gov- 
ernment. I  have  taken  some  pains  to  inquire,  and 
learn  that  there  can  be  nowhere  found  a  parallel 
case.  While  on  the  subject  of  Lord  Howden,  1 
cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  his  very  emphatic 
denial,  addressed  to  an  ola  and  valued  friend  of 
mine,  Mr.  P.  P.  Corbin,  of  Virginia,  of  Uny  in- 
terference, past  or  present,  actual  or  intended, 
with  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  Cuba, 
would  have  commanded  from  me  more  imiilicit 
credence,  if  he  had  alluded  to  the  letter  of  Lord 
Pulmerston,  of  the  20th  of  October,  1851,  and  said 
that  he  had  abstained  from  acting  on  it.  His 
reticence  respecting  so  important  a  fact,  having  a 
direct  connection  with  the  subject  on  which  he  was 
writing  to  Mr.  Corbin,  cannot,  without  excessive 
chariiy,  be  ascribed  to  inadvertence  or  forgetful- 
neas. 

To  saliafy  the  Senate  that  this  doubt  of  the  fair- 
Mcasof  Lord  Howden 's  denegation  is  not  unwar- 
ranted by  the  fincta,  {  will  read  that  portion  of  his 
letter,  dated  Paris,  14th  November  last,  in  which, 
after  denying  in  the  most  positive  terms,  every 
(assertion  that  England  4rished  to  Africanize  Cuba, 
^e  proceeds  to  specify  "what  had  been,  during 
^he  loft  three  years,  his  nej^otiations  with  the 
,S|ianish  Governnient  respecting  Cuba,  that  it 
roieht  be  seen  that  tl^re  was  not  the  slightest 
/oundaiion  for  the  rumorsihatJiK^  been  circulated 
jin  the0niled  Slates.-''' 


at  tbe  number  of  slaves  annually  imported  into  the  ialand, 
and  eomplainuof  the  almost  open  manner  In  which  the 
traffic  was  carried  on  under  the  very  noaea  of  tbe  Captaina- 
General,  always  eiceptiiig  Ihe  ezcelieni  Oennnil  Concha. 
{Secondly,  1  have  liecn  making  fruitless  attempts  to  get  tbe 
tjpanisii  Government  to  ileciare  the  abominable  trafiic  in 
men  piracy — that  ia  to  say,  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
UnilM  States  In  thia  particular.  Thirdly,  I  passed  my  time 
in  anxious  soliciiaiiooa  to  obtain  the  iiitimateand  complete 
freedom  of  those  negroes  called  ■  Emancipados,'  which 
have  been  fraudulemly  detained  in  bondage  since  the  year 
1817,  in  disregard  of  treaties.  I  rejoice  to  say  that  the 
Spanish  Ooveminent  has  listened  to  the  dictates  of  justice 
and  humanity,  and  baa  granted  ma  this  boon.  Fourthly,  I 
have  been  endeavoring  tn  procure  an  abrogation  of  that  in  - 
tolerant  and  immoral  law,  by  which  forelgneta  wishing  to 
setUe  In  Cuba  are  obliged  to  change  their  religion,  on  Ihe 
somewhat  atanllng  principle  (not  andersiondelsewhere) 
that  becoming  bad  men  ia  a  aalialhetory  preliminary  to  be 
coming  good  subjects. 

**To  these  official  negotiationa  1  have  added,  at  variooa 
tiines,  friendly  and  officious  exhortaUona  to  improve  the 
internal  systrm  of  tbe  island,  by  beilitating  tbe  adminlsira- 
tion  of  justice,  and  by  liberalising  Ihe  noroinatinna  to  office 
and  employment  among  the  naUvaa  of  the  Island.  You 
will  see  what  I  really  have  done,  or  rather  attempted  to  do, 
ia  very  difflirent  from  what  I  am  said  to  have  done  In  your 
pepers.  When  the  true  alate  of  Ibeeaae  la  known,  and  ig- 
norance or  malevolence  dispelled,  I  even  reckon  upon  the 
good  wishes  of  your  countrymen  in  tbe  success  of  the 
measures  1  ask,  so  consonant  with  your  own  laws  and  In- 
siituiions.  In  all  that  I  bavehere  told  you,  with  entire  can- 
dor, the  United  Sutea  can  only  aee  Ihe  natural  working  of 
England's  declared  and  unchanging  p<il icy  in  acaiise  wbicb 
is  dear  to  her ;  and  Spain  henelf  must  feel  that,  in  days  like 
-these,  unless  she  executes  her  engagementa  and  modifiea 
her  Intolerance,  she  can  never  hope  to  enter  again,  and  as 
abe  ought  to  do.  Into  Ihe  hierarchy  of  satlona.''  , 

Let  us  compare  these  bold,  unqualified  asser- 
tions, that  all  his  negotiations  with  the  Spanish 
Government  respecting  Cuba  have  been  fully 
stated  by  him,  with  the  record  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  and  see  how  completely  they  are  falsifietf. 
His  letter  to  Lord  Glanvilleof  9th  January,  1852, 
I  have  already  read,  and  have  alluded  to  that 
of  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores,  of  30th  April,  and 
from  which  I  will  now  read  extracts,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  I  have  qualified  Lord  Howden 's  volun- 
teer declaration  to  Mr.  Corbin  by  the  mildest  pos- 
sible term,  as  a  reticence,  the  "  tupprtttio  vert:" 

<*  It  la  highly  gratifying  Ibr  me  tn  be  able  to  offer,  tn  reply 
to  your  lordship's  note,  (conveying  a  copy  of  Ihe  propoaed 
tripanile  convention,)  a  new  testimony  of  the  lively  aaiiahe- 
tion  which  the  Government  of  Her  Majetty  feels  in  reflect- 
ing upon  tbe  manner  eaaeolially  beneficial  for  the  common 
intereata  of  Spain  and  England,  with  which  your  lordship 
(Ills  the  high  miaaion  connded  to  you  by  your  august  Sov- 
ereign at  Ihia  Conn.  I  beg  your  lordabip  to  accept  the  sin- 
cere aod  expreeaive  thanka  which  I  give  you  In  the  name  of 
Ihe  Government  of  Her  Majesty,  Ibr  the  eSeaeinua  manner 
in  which  you  have  cootribiued  to  the  happy  iaaue  of  the 
negnUation  which  flmna  the  aubjeci  of  the  pceaent  com- 
munication." 

Might  I  not,  with  perfect  propriety,  have  gone 
further,  and  charged  the  British  Minister  at  Mad- 
rid with  the  assertion  of  a  falsehood  ?  But  it  is 
quite  as  evident  that  he  is  an  equally  unreliable 
wiiitess  in  a  much  more  important  matter.  His 
agency  in  the  proposed  tripartite  convention  might 
have  been  safely  avowed ;  not  so  in  relation  to  the 
suggestion  of  Lord  Falmerston  of  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slaves.  Lord  Howden  still  represents 
Ctueen  Victoria  at  Madrid,  and  yet,  if  he  speak 
the  truth  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Corbin, he  had,  since 
the  20th  of  October,  1851,  failed  to  present  the  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  emancipation.  Which  he  was 
expressly  instructed  to  urge  upon  the  Spanish 
Government.  The  habitual  discipline  of  English 
diplomatists,  their  strict  and  prompt  obedience  to 
the  instructions  of  their  oflficial  chiefs,  are  well^ 
known, and  Lord  Palmerslon, a  thorough  martinet 
in  the  administration  of  the  Foreign  Office,  was 
the  last  man  to  tolerate  anything  like  contumacy 
or  neglect  of  his  orders.  We  are  bound  then  to 
believe  that  Lord'  tiHwden  did  say  to  M.  Mira- 
flores what  he  was  instructed  to  say,  and  the  most 
favorable  construction  we  can  place  upon  thedis- 
crepancy  is,  that  the  archives  of  his  legation,  not 
being  at  hand  to  refresh  his  memory,  the  fifUi  and 
sixth  and  most  important  subjects  of  his  negotia- 
tions hsd  escaped  his  recollection. 

Another  and  more  natural, if  less  charilablesolu- 
tion,  may  ce  found  in  the  supposition  that  Lord 
Howden,  knowing  that  his  cabinet  was  desirous, 
from  tbe  threateningaspectofthe  Russian  question, 
to  removesuepicionsof^theexistenceofa  convention 
between  the  three  Governments  respecting  Cuba, 
found  it  convenient  to  profit  by  the  opportunity 

fireaented  by  Mr.  Corbin,  to  enecthis  object.  His 
etter,  on  so  grave  a  subject,  to  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  eminently  respectable,  but  occupy- 
ing no  public  position,  is  altogetheranomalous,  and 
contrasts  strongly  with  the  habitual  reserve  of 


English  diplomataa.  It  was  widely  circulated  in 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  and  could  not  have 
failed  to  attract  the  notice  of  Lord  Clarendon,  and 
yet  we  have  no  intimation  in  any  of  the  Loodoo 
journals  of  its  not  being  approved  by  him.  Si- 
lence in  such  a  case  presumes  not  only  assent,  but 
approbation,  and  commentary  upon  so  gross  a  per-^ 
version  of  the  truth  in  so  high  a  quarter,  would  be 
superfluous.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  it  presents  no 
very  favorable  specimen  of  the  fair  dealing  of  the 
Etigliah  Cabinet. 

There  is  one  thing  in  Lord  Palmerston'a  tetter, 
which  cannot  fail  to  strike  even  the  most  casual 
reader;  it  is  the  recklessness  of  the  assertion ,  with 
the  experience  of  Jamaica  and  every  other  West 
Indian  colony  where  the  experiment  of  emanci- 
pation had  been  tried,  fresh  and  full  before  him, 
that  "  free  labor  costing  less  than  slave  labor, 
negro  emancipation  would  promote  the  interests  of 
white  proprietors,  a  free  and  cuinlenied  peasantry 
being  safer  neighbors  for  the  wealthy  dasse*  than 
ill-treated  and  resentful  slaves." 

Let  us  now  aee  how  far  the  idea  of  a  concerted 
plan  for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  In  Cuba  ia 
borne  out  by  the  action  of  the  authorities  of  the 
island.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  tbe  Span- 
ish officials  there  have  repeatedly  and  openly  de- 
clared that,  in  the  event  of  the  insurrection  of  the 
Creole  population,  they  would  not  only  emanci- 
pate the  slaves,  but  arm  them  against  their  masters; 
but,  until  very  lately,  nothing  had  been  done  to- 
waitls  the  realization  of  this  threat,  and  utterance 
had  not  been  given  to  it  in  any  official  form.  The 
Creoles  of  the  while  race  are  the  great  slave  pro- 
prietors, and  whatever  may  be  said  tn  the  con- 
trary, are,  with  entire  unanimity,  opposed  to  the 
Spanish  domination,  and  desire,  either  by  revolu- 
tion rnd  subsequent  annexation,  or  by  purchasr, 
to  enter  into  our  Confederacy. 

On  this  point,  I  speak  not  from  mere  coijectnre 
or  reportjbut  from  personal  observation,  and  the 
most  reliable  sources  of  information;  ana  the  fact 
wiMjkdly  be  (juestioned,  when  I  cite  as  a  witness, 
thl^K  Ciaptain  General  Cafledo,  who,  in  a  circu- 
lar addressed,  on  the  39th  October,  1853,  to  the 
^|>ordinate  officers  in  the  isUnd,  said: 

'*  Convinced,  as  is  the  Supreme  Government,  that  It  eim 
only  count  upon  the  efficaeiooa  adhesion  of  Ihe  Spaniards 
of  the  Peniiwula,  (Spain,)  and  of  tbe  traders;  aod  peranaded, 
also,  that  Ihe  Creolea  are  all  ita  enemies,  or,  at  leaat,  that 
Ihey  are  indifferent  10  Ihe  triumph  of  Ihe  holy  cause  nf  Her 
Majeaty,  and  that,  In  the  course  oTllme,  their  fortunes  will 
be  contriboled  lo  serve  the  purpoeea  of  the  revoluUonaiy 
liaiMra,  you  will  proceed,"  kc. 

The  threat  of  a  servile  war  is  sufficiently  clear 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  same  Captain  General, 
on  resigning  the  command  of  the  Islsnd  to  his 
successor.  General  Pezuela,  on  the  Sd.Deeembcr 
last;  he  then  says: 

■■  Remain  obedient  to  the  Sopreme  Government  and  lo 
the  officers  it  sends  yMi,and  never  fiv  a  moment  forget  that 
the  vory  eziifcare  aui  tkt  name  of  Vnha  depend  upon  its 
eoaUniiingto  be  a  Spanish  poaaewloa." 

Mr.  Barrenger  our  late  Minister  to  Spain,  in  hia 
dispatch  of  14th  December,  1853,  confirms  this 
view  of  the  aubjeet : 

"  It  ia  said  that  as  a  last  reaart  tn  prevent  its  (Cuba) 
Iklling  into  tbe  power  nfthe  Uniird  Stale*,  or  becoming  • 
(tee  independeul  Sula  by  revoluUon,  acerel  orders  have 
been  Issued  to  emancipate  Ihe  idave*,  and  place  arma  ia 
their  hand'  for  the  inainirnanre  of  their  own  rule  and  au- 
thority ill  the  Islsnd.  and  that  is  Ihe  true  reason  of  the  recent 
iiicreaAeuf  the  slave  trade  in  that  island,  in  violation  of 
public  treaties  It  Is  repeated  as  a  motto  in  the  pnlrfio 
press  of  Spain,  thai  Cuba  must  always  lie  either  "  Sranish 
or  African."  What  the  future  may  bring  forth  It  is  impoa- 
sible  to  see ;  but  this,  certainly,  is  the  prevalent  DMlingand 
determination  in  Spain,  in  reference  to  the  aspect  M  af- 
lUraandthe  final  destiny  of  the  Island  of  Cuba." 

General  Pezuela  was  known  in  Spain  to  enter-  ^ 
tain  notions  favorable  to  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves.  He  lost  no  time  in  proclaiming  them  in 
Cuba.  He  entered  upon  his  office  on  the  4th  of 
December,  and  on  the  8ih  an  article  appeared  in 
the  official  paper,  the  "  Diario  de  la  Marina,"  in 
which  Ihe  policy  of  emancipation,  as  a  necessary 
concession  to  European  opinion,  was  very  plainly 
indicated.  Justly  to  appreciate  the  value  of  quo- 
tations from  this  journal,  it  will  be  proper  to  show 
what  are  the  relations  of  the  press  in  Cuba  to  the 
government.  The  "  rules  for  the  censorship  of 
newspapers"  declare: 

"  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  Ihe  censor  to  inOirm  Ihe  cIvU 
Governor,  wilhiii  the  day  of  the  puMlcailon  of  the  news- 
paper aubiect  to  hia  revision,  of  the  publication  of  any  arti- 
cle which  haa  been  inserted  without  his  approval,  or  with 
alieraiiona. 

"  Alt.  U.  All  artleleawhleh  treat  of  potliieal  or  adminis- 
trative laalMn,  ahalt  be  aobmHted  to  the  eeosor,  witbeut 
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IsMiUaaHfam.  Tba  eaaanr  •ban  aake 
■act  ■odileMioM  h  b«  any  aneem  op^anuM,  noilaf 
Hem  u  UK  foot,  tad  •hall  >l|n  arer;  lea(  of  Ibe  paper 
wbfo  be  rvrunia  It  to  1h«  editor.** 

Uiulef  tbeac  re^lationa  which  are  atringently 
toforccd,  the  opioionaaod  ai]guinenu  enounced  in 
(be  Dcwep&pera  of  Havana  are  all  approved  by 
ibeQovemaieotbelorepdblication.  The  "  Diario 
oflbeSSth  0eccinber,na8  an  article  on  ihenecea- 
■ityofa  itew  oi^oisation  of  labor,  recommending 
the  importatioD  of  apprentices.  I  f  ig  much  too 
Ttrboae  for  quotation,  and  is  written  in  a  very  am- 
biiiMM  and  oracular  atylc;  but  it  contains  one 
puigraph  which  cannot  be  miainterpreted: 

■■UMDg  aitdenlaad  that  what  we  kav*  In  view  it  to 
■•ki  •  lna«ii:oa  ftnai  lalnr  thai  It  la  entt  rdy  eoaipalaorjr  to 
In  oqnaluiioa  of  labor  ander  ibe  aynem  of  complete  lk«e- 
Jdib  wbirb  pfwaila  lit  otli<*r  coanirlea,  II  la  neceasary,  pm 
leat,  nil  Jut,  ikai  we  ehalt  cnndliala  aa  far  aa  poaalhle 
lk<  riiieacira  of  boili  exueaiea.  Tbe  eonlrael  ayateai, 
■bIdinnMlaitaa  for  a  Axed  period,  a  reciprnral  aervitude 
ui  a  Kciprocal  maaiemiiip,  u  Uie  oaljr  poaaiMe  aolutioa  of 
•oddkale  a  ptoMem." 

On  the  SM^Accember  last,  a  decree  was  i>ro- 
nnlgwed  ainPting,  for  two  years,  the  unlimited 
iofionaiioD  orapprenticed  laborers  from' Spain, 
India,  YocMan,  aiid  the  Chin^  Empire.  It  con- 
Uioe  (ixtfpkven  articles,  predBibing  minute  rcg- 
Dlaiieas  lor  the  syswm.  Bat  some  idea  of  their 
rficaer  for  the  protection  of  the  victims  of  this 
star  Mve  trade,  may  be  formed  from  the  second 
dwncof  the  fifUi  article,  which  declares  that  not 
loereihan  four  persona  per  ton,  including  the  crew, 
■iiail  be  shipped  oo  any  vessel.  Our  limit  for  pas- 
•eogers  was  two  to  every  five  tons,  and  when  the 
prcaeotrsgnlation  requirtnf*  fourteen  square  feet  of 
deidi  for  each  paaaenger  was  substituted ,  it  was  sup- 
poaed  to  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  old  allowance. 
iricrr,iByfriefldfromNewYork  [Mr.  Fiib]  who 
has  laiely  investigated  the  siibiect  of  European  em- 
i;nuion,  will  correct  me.  We  allkno  w  that  there 
ia  a  fast  deal  of  suffering,  and  ^reat  mortality  on 
board  of  our  emiprant  ships,  whose  voyaeea  are 
altogether  made  in  the  temperate  zone.  What, 
tken,  will  be  the  horrid  fate  of  these  Cuban  ap- 
pnoiiees  tnmsported  within  the  tropics  on  vessels 
tllowtd,  by  law,  (b  carry  tan  linsea  the  propor- 
tifliied  number  of  passengers  to  which  our  ships 
art  limited  ?  With  us,  a  ship  of  a  thousand  tons, 
vhich  probably  is  about  the  average  size  of  our 
Liverpool  packet-ships,  can  tranaport  four  hun- 
dred paaseiigera.  The  Spanish  slaver  is  permitted 
to  atow,  or  rather  pack,  in  the  same  space  four 
liioiuaad  apprentices.  This  would  seem  hardly 
ercdiUe,  yet  here  ia  the  decree  at  full,  and  any  one 
who  ehooaca  to  examine  it,  may  find  many  other 
provisions  exemplifying  almost  as  strongly  the 
paternal  care  which  is  to  be  extended  to  these  fa- 
vored ohjecia  of  English  philanthropy.  Take,  for 
iosiaact, article  fifty-seven:  ' 

"  The  Baaier  will  only  be  aMa  lo  apply  tbe  (bllawinf 
pn>>lineiilK  Tbe  atoeka,  priaon,  and  chalna  froai  one  to 
iMny  day>,  Willi  or  wilboot  privaiioa  of  aalary." 

But  aubseqoent  articles  expressly  recognize  the 
riiHit  of  the  master  to  infiiet  other  punishment 
•benever,  in  hie  opinion,  *'  theemergency  requires 
smnmary  action."       , 

I  have  visited  aeveralplantations  in  Cuba  where 
a  portion  of  the  laborers  were  Chinese,  and  1  know 
iHt  they  were  subjected  to  pfcdsely  the  same  la- 
bor and  the  same  discipline  as  the  negro  slaves. 
Cannot  some  of  oar  northern  abolitioniats  spare 
a  portioa  of  their  sjrmpathy  for  these  yellow- 
nnaed  soflerers,  or  is  ebony  the  only  shade  of 
eosiplexioD  that  can  elicit  it?  Why  are  not  the 
homddeiaili  of  the  soflerings  of  five  or  six  hun- 
dred Chinese,  inveigled  by  English  merchants  on 
heard  of  English  ships,  ander  the  pretext  of  eon- 
''eying  them  to  California,  and  then  sold  to  bond- 
age in  tM  Chineba  Islands,  made  the  theme  of  elo- 
Sent  declemation  at  the  Tabernacle  or  Panaeit 
at!  by  the  Beeehers,  Jays,  Phillipses,  and  other 
orators  of  the  abolition  school  f 


*Tbe  MIowinc  letter  la  ukeo  ftoio  tbe  New  York  Na- 
beaalOeoMierat: 

"Tbe  (vano  ia  duf  by  Chineae  coollea,  or  laborera,  who 
aicbrauM  bere  by  Enfllab  ahlpa  ttmn  the  free  porta  of 
*«<r  aauvc  eoeata.    Tbe  poor  fellowa  are  made  to  believe 


ta  Ibey  are  (oinc  to  do  well  bv  maafiaf  to  aerva  aa  la 
biren  fnr  Ave  yeara  at  a  real  CVork  abilllim)  a  day,  and  a 
•eaaiy  allowanee  of  rice.  They  fliney.  It  ia  said,  they 
an  ennlBS  to  labor  ia  the  gold  mlnaa  of  CaUrornla.  How- 
er«  iMa  nay  be,  it  la  certain  (hat  Ibey  are  ablpped  bere  In 
En«l>^  vnia«l«,  and  tranalierred  or  aaaifoed  (or  whatever 
Be  word  fbr  aocb  a  tianaacdoa  abould  be)  to  Ibe  Peruvian 
Cnvmiaient.  I  kave  known  Eaallabnien  who  apnke  of 
aavijag  kcaa  aaaaiad  In  lb*  IraMe.  Tbe  Oovemmanl  plaeea 


On  the  38th  December,  four  days  aflsr  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  decree  authorizing  the  importa-  I 
tion  of  apprentices,  the  "  Diario"  contained  a  long  I 
and  labored  article  to  prove  that  none  but  black  | 
laborers  could  be  usefully  employ  ed  in  agricultural 
iiiduatry  in  Cuba.   On  the  90th  January  the  Cap- 
tain General  addresaed  to  the  several  administia- 
tive  bareaus,^nd  to  a  few  private  individuala  high 
in  its  confidence,  the  following  circular: 

*■  OeMerae  y  Capttaida  Omarol — Bcinc  deairooa  of  n>- 
porUnf  to  Her  Majealy  accurately  in  refard  lo  the  labor  ap- 
pUcaUe  lo  tbia  island  lo  agriculture,  I  request  thai  you  lay 
before  me  your  opinion  upon  Ihia  aubjecl,  taking  inio  view 
and  alttdying  tbe  aliuailon  of  Ibe  alave  race  relative  to  oar 
Inieraal  and  external  relalloaa ;  and  tba  wanner  In  which 
laborera  can  be  incieasad  ia  aaffident  aambera  M  eover 
Ibriae  requlremenla  of  agriculture  wbicb  are  not  reached 
by  the  newly  inaliinted  ayalem  of  enloniiatioo,  the  pro- 
priety of  reaorUng  or  not  (with  dne  reaped  to  our  treaiiea 
<i*ilb  other  oaliona  regarding  Ibe  alave  trade)  to  the  Intro- 
dnolion  of  Airican  apprenueea ;  and  Anally,  the  form  and 
manner  ia  which  this  system  can  be  beat  established,  and 
whatever  else  may  occur  to  you  upon  this  subject  of  ao 
great  importance. 

"  Ood  pccaerve  you  many  yaara. 

"  EL  If  AROOES  DE  LA  PEZUELA. 

«  Ravaha,  lath  Jimuary,  1854.** 

It  haa  already  appeared  in  a  New  Orleans  paper, 
but  I  have  received  manuscript  copies  from  two 
different  sources  in  Cuba;  they  vouch  for  its  an- 
tlieniicity ,  and  speak  of  the  design  of  the  Captain 
General,  acting  under  instructions  from  Madrid,  to 
bring  about  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  as 
no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt.  To  cap  the  climax  of 
usurpation  and  oppression,  an  order  haa  been 
issued  allowing  alfalavea  to  hire  their  time  at  eight 
dollars  per  month.  The  Spanish  law  has  Stways 
favored  the  emancipation  of  tbe  slave,  and  to 
enable  him  to  acquire  his  liberty  a  tariff  has  been 
placed  on  his  labor  according  to  his  convertible 
value,  or  the  price  paid  for  him.  This  was  ten 
cents  per  day  on  every  |100  value.  Thus:  a  slave 
worth  $500,  by  paying  his  maater  fifty  cents  per 
day,  or  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  coulil  apply  the 
balance  of  his  earnings  to  the  accumulation  of  a 
fund  for  thepurchaseof  hialiberty.  Six  hundred 
dollars  is  the  minimum  price  of  a  healthy  slave, 
BO  that  the  master,  by  being  reduced  from  a 
monthly  compensation  of  eighteen  dollars  to  eight 
dollars,  is  deprived,  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  of  more 
than  half  his  revenue. 

Meanwhile  the  slave  trade  is  going  on  with  in- 
creased vigor,  the  vigilance  of  English  cruisers 
has  been  so  much  relaxed  for  some  months,  as  to 
justify  the  belief  that  the  British  Government  is 
conniving  at  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  Cuba. 
As  we  know  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  pro- 
mote the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources 
ofthe  island,  to  the  detrimentof  their  own  colonies, 
we  can  draw  but  one  inference  from  a  course 
which  would  otherwise  be  inexplicable.    She  has 

Ibem  on  Iheae  iaiands,  avowedly  under  the  original  enatraet, 
10  labor  Ibr  floe  years;  bat  who  ia  to  know  how  fkr  this 
eoBlrael,  if  such  It  may  be  called,  Is  adhered  to  ?  The  truth 
is,  the  poor  Chinamen  are  anid  into  absolute  alavery — sold 
by  Engilahmen  into  alavery,  the  worst  and  moat  ernel,  per- 
bapa.  In  Ibe  worid.  Tbereanabnateigbibnndrador  Ibe 
unfurtanale  erealarea  at  work  on  Ibeae  islaada  at  a  ttme. 
Aa  fast  as  death  iblns  tbein  out,  tbe  nuaiber  la  increaaed  by 
new  imponailons.  The  labor  is  severe,  much  aws*  so  ibaa 
that  of  Ibe  negroea  en  our  anmtaetn  plaittaiiMis.  They  are 
kept  at  bald  work  in  Ibe  bot  a«n  tbraosbaat  tbe  day.  Oa 
tlie  middle  island  ibay  are  uaked,  eaeb  oaa,  strong  and 
weak  alike,  to  dig  from  the  bill  and  wheel  lo  tbe  mangneraa 
Ave  tona  of  guano  each  per  diem,  lite  gnano  I-  compact, 
like  hard  elaylike  loam,  and  aa  daaty,  wliaa  dag,  as  asbea. 
On  Ibe  eonb  iaiaad  It  baa  to  be  blasted  Ibi  the  steam  paddiea. 
It  has  to  be  wheeled  from  a  bundled  yards  'to  a  quartet  of 
a  mite.    The  nature  of  the  labor  may  be  conceivwi. 

"  The  ChineM  work  almoaf  naked,  ondor  a  trnpl<-nl  ton, 
where  It  neverralna.  They  areabmdarflguraa.aaddonol 
look  strong.  Negro  drivers,  Ibe  assat  agly-looking  blacka  I 
ever  saw,  are  auiioned  among  them,  with  heavy  thonga, 
which  I  iiave  seen  them  nae.  Tbe  poor  oooliea  have  no 
hope  of  reward,  no  day  sf  rest. 

"TbeamokeoflbelrlonaenlgaeaiipoB  Sandaya  aa  well 
aa  on  week  daya.  it  klowa  away  ia  a  yeUnw  cloiM  ntllea 
to  leeward,  and  I  never  see  it  withoul  thinking  what  a  bell 
on  earth  these  iaiands  must  be.  That  I  do  not  eianrrate 
this  accooni,  any  one  who  haa  been  here  will  readily  bear 
wlf<eaa.  Tbe  Ibel  that  aoma  of  tbe  Chtneea  aJmoat  every 
weeieomautauicide  ■•  escapa  their  fkia  sbnwa  tbe  isue 
slau  of  Ibeir  ease,  t  was  told  that  more  than  sIxit  had 
killed  theoMelves  daring  the  year,  chiegy  by  throwing  theiti- 
aelvea  flam  the  eHd.  They  an  haiW  aa  ibay  live,  like 
an  mat  v  dogs.  I  aaw  one  who  had  keen  dmwnad — It  was 
not  knavn  whether  accidental  or  ntoi— lying  on  the  gnano, 
when  I  Ijst  went  ashore.  All  Ibe  morning  his  d«'ad  body 
lay  In  the  sun ;  in  the  altemoon  they  had  coveted  it  a  ft  w 
inches,  and  there  it  Hea.  ahing  wilh  many  similar  heaps, 
within  a  few  yanls  of  wbero  Ibey  wera  digging.  On  Iha 
north  iaiand  tbe  Chlneae  carry  heavy  water  casks,  along  nq 
pulea,  between  two,  up  Ibe  sleep  hills  j  Ibey  can,  in  this 
way,  aa  well  as  In  barrows,  take  welgbta  altogether  dtapro- 
poftioaala  la  Ibair  rieader  fcras,** 


always  contended,  that  the  negroes  imported  i 
the  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  in 
1817,  were  entitled  to  (heir  freedom;  and,  over 
those  introduced  since  the  supplemental  treaty  of 
1835,  she  has  claimed  guardianship  and  right  of 
interference.  It  ia  estimated  that  much  more  than 
a  moiety  of  all  the  alavea  in  the  island  are  in  this 
category.  The  price  of  present  immunity  from 
interference  must  be  future  emancipation. 

Thia  is  probably  the  question  in  this  hemis- 
phere on  which  Lord  Clarendon  says  that  the 
policy  of  France  and  England,  however  antago- 
nistic heretofore,  is  now  in  entire  harmony.  He 
cannot  allude  to  any  other  subject  than  Cuba. 
For  several  years  the  two  countries  acted  in  con- 
cert in  their  difficulties  with  the  Argentine  Con- 
federacy, until  their  final  adjustment;  and  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  part  of  this  hemisphere,  with 
the  exception  ofthe  United  States,  whereany  oc- 
casion for  concerted  action  has  existed,  or  can 
•xial;  and  as  on  the  surface,  at  least,  there  appear 
elsewhere  no  disturbing  elements,  it  would  puz- 
zle the  most  ingenious  head  to  imagine  where,  on 
this  aide  ofthe  Atlantic,  these  loving  allies  are  to 
display  their  harmonious  policy,  except  towards 
us  in  Cuba.  Itisnow,fortunateiy,nntimprobable 
that  they  will  find  themselves  sulSoiently  occu- 
pied nearer  home. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  say 
how  much  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  the  Rusne- 
Turkish  quarrel,  the  attention  of  the  country  has 
not  been  more  directed  to  the  t^uestion  in  its  as- 
pects as  affecting  our  own  political  interests.  As 
between  the  rude  and  vigorous  barbarism  of  the 
Cossack,  and  the  effete  nationality  of  iheMoslem, 
I  find  no  room  for  active  sympathy,  scarcely  even  ' 
for  an  abstract  preference.  The  gratuitous  and 
unwarranted  declarations  of  our  Minister,  Mr. 
Spence,  in  his  presentation  to  the  Porte,  calls  for 
something  more  decided  than  a  reprimand.  If 
made  in  the  terms  stated  in  the  newspapers,  with 
every  appearance  of  authenticity,  there  is  but  oae 
fitting  remedy,  his  immediate  and  unqualified  re- 
call. Should  the  contest,  as  many  believe  it  will, 
(I  am  not  of  the  number,)  be  speedily  decided 
in  favor  of  Western  allies  of  the  Porte,  Louis 
Napoleon  living  and  continuing  to  wield  ilespolie 
power,  we  may  not  onl^  abandon  all  hope  of  any 
early  reaction  in  favor  of  liberal  principles  in 
Europe,  but  may  look  to  a  probable  collision  for 
which  we  are  by  no  means  prepared. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  just  made  one  short  step 
in  tlie  right  direction:  we  have  appropriated  three 
millions  for  a  half  dozen  steam  frigates,  and  have 
had  the  good  sense  to  give  a  lai^e  discretion  as  lo 
the  mode  of  construction  to  the  able  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  which  I  feel  confident  wiH  produce, 
iastsad  of  the  miserable  abortions  under  ihe  old 
system,  ships  not  unworthy  of  our  past  naval 
reputation.  But  England  has  now  fifty  or  aixty 
war  steamers  afinat,  and  Prance  as  many  more~- 
ready,  so  si>nn  as  their  services  may  be  dispensed 
with  in  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas,  lo  illustraie,  on 
oar  shores,  the  happy  accord  wbieh  Lord  Claren- 
don traveled  out  of  the  record  no  offensively  to 
state,  existed  between  the  two  Powers  in  both 
hemispheres.  We  have  fortunately  been  f.ire- 
wamM;  it  wilt  be  our  own  fault  if  we  be  not  fore- 
armed. This  menace  should,  at  least,  have  one 
salutary  effect — that  of  checking  the  disposition  to 
scatter  with  so  much  profusion  the  public  treasure 
on  every  side  on  objects  of  more  than  ituestion- 
able  iustioc  or  utility.  We  seem  to  be  in  constank 
dread  of  financial  plethora,  and  anxioua  to  de-. 
plete  in  every  way,  exoepliag  in  preparotieoa  for 
defense. 

With  these,  as  I  think,  conclusive  evideneee  of 
the  intentions  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  inien- 
tiona  which,  if  realized,  will  aoon,  afirr  acenea  of 
blood  and  horror  from  which  every  one  not 
blinded  by  fanaticism  must  instinctively  recoil, 
convert  this  fair  island  into  a  second  Hayti,  what 
coume  have  we  to  pursue?  Shall  we  ren;iAi'\ 
passive  spectators  until  the  fatal  blow  has  been, 
struck,  or  Bb«U  we  at  ooce  put  ourselves  in  an  atti- 
tude to  repel  and  avert  it>  I  counsel  neither  nego-. 
tiation  nor  remonstrance  on  this  subject;  we  have 
the  remedy  in  our  own  hands;  it  is  that  indicated 
in  the  resolution  which  I  have  submitted.  Arnx 
the  President  with  the  simple  power  to  unfetter 
the  limbs  of  our  people,  and  the  Government  wil( 
have  no  occasion  to  put  forth  the  energies  of  th« 
nation;  individual  enterprise  and  liberality  will  at 
once  furoiah  the  men  «nd  the  mat«rig(  (l^at  wilj 
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«iMbl«  Ik*  natire  population  of  Cuba  to  shake  off 
the  yoke  of  their  trans-Atlantic  tyrants. 

I  desire  no  movement  on  the  part  of  our  citi- 
zens, until  the  Cubans  shall  hare  put  their  own 
shouldersto  the  wheel.  They  havebeen  reproached 
for  their  pasillanimity;  but  let  it  be  once  under- 
stood that  if,  by  iheirown  efforts  to  vindicate  their 
rights,  they  show  themselves  worthy  of  our  sym- 
pathies, the  arm  of  the  Federal  Oovermnent  will 
not  be  interposed  on  behalf  of  their  oppressors, 
in  less  than  six  months  the  flog  of  freedom,  the 
lone  star,  will  wave  over  the  whole  island — the 
Moro  may,  perhaps,  hold  out  somewhat  longer. 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  in  despite  of  all  your  stat- 
utes, your  collectors,  your  marshals,  your  Army 
and  Navy,  if  the  revolutionary  standard  be  once 
hoisted  in  Cuba,  and  maintained  for  a  few  short 
weeks,  no  Administration  can  prevent  our  citi- 
sens  rushing  to  the  rescue  in  such  numbers  as 
will  secure  its  triumph— a  Democratic  President 
would  not  desire  to  do  it.  I  deprecate  as  mueii 
as  anyone  can  such  a  contingency.  There  is  but 
one  mode  to  avert  it.  Intrust  the  power  to  sus- 
pend the  neutrality  laws  to  the  President.  He 
will  not  exercise  it  lightly,  and,  in  all  probability, 
the  knowledge  of  his  power  will  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  exercising  it  at  all.  France  and  Eng- 
land will  retract  their  mischievous  counsels,  and 
orders  will  be  given  to  the  Captain  Qeneral  to  re- 
trace his  steps. 

We  have  ahready  had  some  experience  of  the 
emptiness  of  these  menaces  of  interposition ;  they 
tended  rather  to  precipitate  than  to  retard  the 
acquisition  of  Texas,  and  will,  if  persisted  in, 
produce  the  same  effect  now.  I  refteat,  I  would 
deprecate  any  movement  not  invited  by  the  up- 
rising of  the  people  of  Cuba;  but  if  they  bedriven 
to  it  by  the  conviction  that  they  are  doomed  by 
their  jailors  to  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war,  then, 
1  say.  hands  off;  the  people  will  not,  cannot,  be 
prevented  from  giving  them  aid  more  substantial 
than  their  prayers.  They  will  not  permit  a  Black 
empire  under  a  British  Protectorate,  the  key  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  nominally  independent,  but 
for  every  purpose  of  annoyance  and  agression,  a 
British  dependency  to  be  established  in  Mght  of 
our  own  snores. 

Cuba  is  studded  witfa'the  safest  and  most  capa- 
cious ports ,  from  whence  an  enemy  may  menace,  if 
not  command,  the  immense  and  constantly  increas- 
ing commerce  which  must  pass  through  thenarrew 
■trait  that  separates  it  from  Florida.  We  have 
repeatedly  announced  to  the  world  that  we  will 
not  permit  it  to  fall  into  the  possession  of  any 
other  European  power  than  Spain.  This  declara- 
tion has  met  witli  the  hearty,  unanimous  rtaponse 
of  the  nation,  and  yet  its  cession  to  either  France 
or  England  would  be  less  dangerous  to  the  South 
than  the  existence  of  a  pretended  independent 
black  Empire  or  Republic.  I  say  nothing  of  the 
value  of  the  island  in  a  financial  point  of  view; 
its  inexhaustible  fertility;  its  annual  «xport8,  now 
amounting  to  nearly  thirty  millions,  and  which 
would  soon  be  doubled  under  a  good  governmerft, 
where  any  confidence  was  reposed  in  its  stability. 
At  this  time  agricultural  property  is  not  worth 
more  than  three  or  four  years,  purchase,  estimated 
on  the  basis  of  present  income.  A  plantation, 
yielding  a  net  revenue  of  |25,000,  can  be  bought 
for  less  than  $100,000. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  make  more  than  a 
passing  allusion  to  a  matter  of  recent  occurrence, 
and  which  has  been  the  subject  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  President  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  mean  the  seizure  of  the  United 
States  mail  tteamer  Black  Warrior  at  Havana, 
and  confiscation  of  her  cargo.  This  is  but  one, 
the  most  outrageous, indeed, ofa  long  series  of  in- 
sults and  vexations  by  which  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  exclude  our  steamers  from  Cuba.  I'hey 
serve  to  complete  the  proof  I  have  adduced  of  an 
understanding,  probably  an  alliance,  consummated 
by  treaty  between  Spain,  France,  and  England. 
The  Cuban  authorities  would  never  have  dared  to 
take  so  offensive  a  step,  if  they  had  not  relied  on 
the  support  of  those  Powers.  I  have  no  douht 
that  the  policy  indicated  by  the  President  will  be 
energetically  pursued,  and  that  full  pecuniary 
reparation  to  the  owners  of  the  Black  Warrior, 
and  apology  for  the  insult  to  our  4ag,  will  ulti- 
mately be  obtained .  I 

But  I  regret  that  we  are  to  look  for  this  at 
Madrid.  1  should  have  preferred  to  see  it  exacted 
in  A  taotfi  suquinBry  way  by  the  blockade  of  Ha- 


vana'and  the  otiamr  principal  ports  of  the  island. 
It  is  high  lime  that  we  should  have  a  remedy  for 
these  insults  more  immediately  at  hand,  and  that 
the  Captain  Qeneral  should  be  compelled  to  use 
his  power,  which  is  only  restricted  by  his  ultimate 
responsibility  at  Madrid,  as  well  for  redress  as 
fi;r  aggression.  I  have  been  satisfied,  for  the  last 
three  months,  that  the  power  of  suspending  the 
neutrality  laws  should  be  conferred  on  the  Presi- 
dent; I  now  think  that  it  should  be  done  at  once. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  go  further  than  I 
have  proposed,  and  to  make  it  discretionary,  to 
use  it  even  during  the  session  of  Congress,  but  I 
have  been  restrained  by  the  belief  that  the  President 
will  only  have  to  announce  to  the  Reprcseniatives 
of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  that  the  contin- 
gency has  arrived,  and  call  for  immediate  action, 
and  his  appeal  will  be  promptly  responded  tOw 
The  issue  must  be  met  eventually,  and  we  cannot 
choose  a  more  proper  moment  for  its  solution. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  1  am  aware 
that  this  is  not  the  proper  occasion  for  the  discus- 
sion of  the  very  grave  subject  to  which  my  col- 
league has  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  and 
the  country;  yet,  as  he  has  done  it  in  obedience  to 
resolutions  passed  by  tlieLegislatureof  our  State, 
I  think  it  proper  to  say  a  very  few  words. 

I  concur  with  him  in  opinion,  that  the  existence 
of  a  concerted  scheme  (or  the  Africanization  of 
Cuba,  and  for  the  establishment  ofa  negro  State, 
nominally  independent,  and  yet  under  the  virtual 
protectorate  of  England,  France,  and  Spain,  has 
been  conclusively  established  by  the  evidence  that 
he  has  placed  before  the  Senate  in  so  connected 
and  conclusive  a  form.  1  deem  it  proper  further 
to  state,  that  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
fact  that  this  scheme  is  now  in  process  of  execu- 
tion; and  I  deem  it  to  be  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment firmly  and  promptly  to  oppose,  by  all  proper 
means,  the  carrying  out  of  a  line  of  policy  so 
fraught  with  danger,  not  only  to  the  country  at 
large,  butespecially  to  our  southern  constituencies. 

1  am  not  prepared,. sir,  to  commit  myself  to  the 
line  of  policy  indicated  by  the  resolution  offered 
by  ray  colleague.  I  shall  reserve  what  I  have  to 
say  upon  that  point.  I  only  rose  to  express  the 
hope  that  this  matter  may  be  speedily  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  that  their  report  may  be  presented  to 
us.  When  it  shall  be  presented,  at  the  proper 
time,  and  when  discussion  shall  arise,  I  shall  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  fuller  expres- 
sion of  my  views  upon  the  subject. 
I  [Mr.  HUNTER.  If  any  other  gentleman  de- 
sires to  speak  on  this  subject,  I  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  postponing  it  until  to-morrow,  so  that 
we  may  now  lake  up  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  consider  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time  for  the  general  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  resolution  is  merely  one  of  inquiry, 
and  can  now  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  when  they  make  their  report, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that,  whatever  it  may  be,  it 
will  not  be  agreed  to  without  discussion. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  suppose,  as  this  resolution 
was  introduced  this  morning,  it  cannot  be  consid- 
ered now  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  was  introduced  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  there  was  no  objection  to 
its  consideration. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  was  impossible,  at  the  dis- 
tance whicn  I  sit  from  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  to  hear  the  very  elaborate  argument 
which  he  has  addressed  to  the  Senate;  and  as  this 
question  is  one  of  very  grave  msgnitude  in  its 
bearings,  and  in  some  respects  may  possibly  tend 
to  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  to  in- 
volve us  in  the  calamities  of  war,^wnich  are  just 
beginning  in  the  eastern  world;  aiidas,  in  looking 
around,  I  see  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  [Mr.  Maion]  is 
not  in  bis  seat,  and  that  two  other  distinguished 
members  of  that  committee  are  not  here,  I  have 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SLI  DELL.  I  have  no  sort  of  objection  to 
that. 

Several  Senators.    Postpone  it  for  a  week. 

Mr.  SLIDELL:  I  think  to-morrow  wiU  be 
better. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  as  the  rep- 
resentative in  part  of  the  Stats  which  probabiy 


will  more  directly  be  afiheted  by  the  policy  which 
has  been  indicated,  I  must  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana  for  bringing  forward 
this  proposition,  although  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  1  will  vote  directly  for  that  proposition, 
I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  own  opinion 
that  there  cannot  be  a^  reasonable  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  sensible  man,  who  has  been  watch- 
ing the  course  of  events  in  Cuba,  that  there  is, 
and  has  been  for  a  long  time,  a  decided  determin- 
ation to  Amcanize  that  island.  1  have  always 
thought  so;  and  watching,  as  I  have  done  for 
many  years,  the  policy  ot  that  island,  I  have  al- 
ways thought  ihtjf,  coarse  was  the  most  suicidal 
that  could  possibly  have  been  resorted  to.  Sir, 
Senators  will  recollect  that  as  far  back  as  1823, 
the  proposition  was  directly  made  to  our  Minister 
at  London,  Mr  Rush,,  by  the  Briiisli  Govern- 
ment, that  we  should  pledge  ourselves  to  take  no  « 
measures  for  poasessing  ourselves  either  of  the 
island,  or  of  any  peculiar  interests  in  the  island  of 
Cuba, and  thatwe should  join En^nd  and  France 
then  in  committing  ourselves.  flB  was  declined 
at  that  time.  ^^F 

Now,  through  the  intervention  of  England,  the 
term  of  apprentJMship  to  which  inu^rted  Afri- 
cans have  been  aHject,  of  seven  ydV,  has  been 
recently  reduced  to  one;  and  the  latest  advi-.es 
from  Cuba  disclose  this  state  of  facts,  that  the 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  Africans  seized 
near  Matanzas  some  months  ago,  when  their 
title  to  liberty  was  fully  made  out,  were  not  ap- 
prenticed for  the  usual  term  of  seven  years,  but 
were  put  out  to  favorites  of  the  Government  for 
one  year — the  Captain  General  himself,  the  high- 
est in  authority,  setting  the  example  of  approba- 
tion of  that  policy  by  selecting  one  of  the  children 
for  himself,  who  could  be  of  no  use  to  him,  butfi> 
show  to  the  people  his  own  approbation  of  the 
policy.  I  trust  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, seeing  the  importance  of  the  subject,  will 
report  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  resolution  wUl  be 
referred. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  post' 
poning  its  farther  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  have  no  objection  to  taking 
the  question  on  postponement  without  further  de- 
bate. I  hopetheresolution  wiIlbepostponed;bttt 
I  prefer  that  the  postponement  be  for  a  week, 
rather  than  till  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  does  not  contemplate  any  imme- 
diate action,  but  merely  proposes  to  confer  a 
power  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  be 
exercised  d  nring  the  re<;ess  of  Congress.  Of  course 
there  is  no  necessity  for  immediate  reference.  As 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Slidell]  has  been  expressed  upon  the 
general  question  of  our  relation  to  Cobn,  and  also 
that  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  [Mr. 
Mallort,]  their  opinion,  of  course  must  go  out  to 
the  country,  and  may,  perhaps  be  taken  as  indicat- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  unless  some  oppor- 
tunity be  afforded  to  those  who  entertain  different 
opinions  to  slate  their  views. 

For  myself,  I  do  not  lusitate  to  say  that,  so  far 
as  any  proper  measures  be  taken  by  the  Span- 
ish Government,  either  at  Madrid  or  in  Havana, 
whether  under  the  influence  of  England  or  France, 
or  from  independent  considerations  of  duly  and 
policy,  may  tend  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in 
Cuba,  those  measures  will  command  my  sympa- 
thy and  my  best  wishes  for  their  happy  and  ben- 
eficial issue  to  all  parlies. 

(!( But,  sir,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  the  dispo- 
sition towards  emancipation  is  confined  to  the 
Spanish  Government  in  either  hemisphere,  or  to 
the  Governments  of  England  and  France.  Cer- 
tain facu  which  have  come  to  mv  knosrledge  in- 
cline me  to  the  opinion  that  the  idea  of  emancipa- 
tion is  seriously  and  favombly  entertained  by  many 
enlightened  Spaniards  and  Creoles  in  the  island 
and  out  of  the  island,  and  by  at  least  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  constitute  what  is  &miliarly  known 
as  the  Cuban  Junta.  To  that  idea  and  that  pur- 
pose, by  whomsoever  entertained,  I  am  decidedly 
favorable. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  all  that  part  of  the  policy 
of  the  English  and  Spanish  Governments,  if  there 
be  such  a  policy,  which  tends  to  revive  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade  under  any  name  or  in  any  form, 
whether  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  apprentices 
to  the  island,  to  be  converted  at  some  future  period , 
either  near  or  reraots,  into  freemen,  or  for  any 
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other  purpose,  I  take  the  same  objections,  and 
take  them  aa  strongly,  as  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana. 

I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  this  subject  now.  I 
wish,  however,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  submit- 
ting my  view»of  it  to  the  Senate  and  the  country, 
and  therefore  suggest  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  for  a  week. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that 
this  matter  will  now  be  referred.  I  think  it  pru- 
dent that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
should  take  charge  of  it  at  this  time.  I  am  sure, 
for  one,  that  I  could  not,  and  I  hardly  think  the 
Senate  could  come  to  any  intelligent  or  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  upon  the  susgesiions  that  have 
thus  far  been  made.  They  are  certainly  deserv- 
ing of  great  respect  and  consideration,  coming 
from  the  Senator  from  Lnui.siana  as  they  ilo,  act- 
ing upon  his  very  high  responsibility  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  a  State  very  deeply  concerned;  but 
as  this  is  a  matter  which  must  necessarily  depend 
upon  information  and  communications  to  be  made 
by  the  Executive  to  the  committee,  I  think  pru- 
dence requires  that  1  should  move  the  reference  of 
it  immediately;  for  if  we  engage  in  a  debate  on 
these  general  topics,  without  having  any  definite 
issue  u|K>n  which  the  Senate  can  pronounce  its 
judgment,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  we  may 
not  do  as  much  mischief  as  good.  1  therefore 
move  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fnreii;n  Relations. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  must  first 
be  taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.SEWARD.  1  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  will  consider  better.his  prop- 
osition, and  let  the  resolution  be  postponed  for 
some  lime — some  Senators  say  for  a  week.  To 
me  it  is  quite  indilferent  whether  for  a  week  or 
not.  it  is  quite  enough  for  me  to  have  it  post- 
poned for  a  day,  until  I  shall  have  an  opportutiity 
10  see  what  the  argument  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  hear  on  this  subject  is;  and  if  that  be  the 
arrangement,  I  will  wait  with  great  pleasure  for 
another  day,  in  order  to  be  better  informed. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  will  state  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  York,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  [Mr.  Mason,] 
informed  me  that  he  would  not  return  until  this 
day  week.  I  think  that,  perhaps,  there  would  be 
some  degree  of  impropriety  in  going  on  with  the 
discussion  of  the  question,  in  the  absence  not  only 
of  the  chairman,  but  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Everett.] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  And  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Ci.atton.] 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  And  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware,  who  is  also  on  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  It  seems  to  me  Better  to 
reserve  the  discussion,  until  the  committee  report, 
and  I  therefore  hope  that,  by  general  consent,  the 
resolution  will  he  referred  now. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  suggest  that  Senators  will 
have  a  chance  to  discuss  the  question  when  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  report. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  that  be  the  general  sense 
of  the  Senate,  I  will  not  object  further  than  to  say 
that  the  fact  of  receiving  a  resolution  of  this  kind, 
and  referring  it,  after  a  (iebate,  in  favorof  the  prop- 
osition, without  any  argument  opposed  to  it,  is 
calculated,  by  implication,  to  commit  the  Senate 
to  some  degree  of  favor  towards  the  proposition 
itself.  Protesting  for  myself  that  1  do  not  in  any 
way  confy)romit  myself,  but  that  1  wait  to  hear  the 
argument  and  the  report  of  the  committee,  1  will 
Tery  cheerfully  yield. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope,  then,  the  resolution 
will  be  referred.     It  commits  no  one,  I  think. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  inerely  wish  to  say  that 
I  think  I  stated  very  liistinctly  that  I  do  not  mean 
to  commit  myself  to  the  support  of  any  policy, 
or  to  the  course  recommended  by  my  colleague; 
but  that  I  would  reserve  my  views  on  that  sub- 
ject until  a  report  should  be  made  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations.  I  conceive,  however, 
that  the  question  has  not  been  discussed,  as  gen- 
tlemen say,  upon  one  side  alone;  but  that  my 
colleague  simply  accompanied  the  offering  of  the 
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resolution  with  such  explanations  as  would  neces- 
sarily be  demanded  by  the  Senate  and  the  country, 
and  which,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  himself,  he 
was  bound  to  offer,  when  putting  before  the  coun- 
try a  question  so  grave  as  this  \s,  so  as  to  justify 
him  in  bringing  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
and  the  country. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  post- 
poning the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
for  a  week. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  withdraw  that  motion,  and  let  us  refer  the 
resolution  now. 

Mr.  CHASE.  As  it  seems  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  Senate  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred,  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

INDIAN   APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes,  f>r  the 
year  ending  June  30,  185.'i,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  appeal  taken  by  Mr.  CoopiiR,  on 
Thursday  last,  from  the  decision  of  the  Presiding 
Officer,  (Mr.  Bright  being  in  the  chair,)  ruling 
that  the  following  amendment,  reported  by  Mr. 
Cooper,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
was  to  provide  for  a  private  claim,  and  therefore 
excluded  by  the  30(h  rule: 

"  To  pay  Andrew  Taylor  for  Ilia  reservation  of  six  hun- 
dred arid  Ibriy  acres  ol'  land  at  Sitico  Old  Town,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Tennessee  river,  914,7'iO,  with  interest  from 
the  '23d  of  August,  Iti43." 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  appealed  on  Thursday  last 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  because  I  believed 
that  that  decision  was  not  in  conformity  with  the 
spirit  of  the  rule  upon  which  the  question  of  order 
was  raised.  I  slated  then  that  this  same  claim, 
presented  in  the  same  shape  a  year  ago,  had  been 
received.  It  was  passed  both  by  the  House  and 
the  Senate,  and  wa.i  afterwards  lost  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  which  took  place  between 
the  two  Houses,  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  on 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  The  amendment 
does  not  involve  any  of  the  characteiisiics  of  a 
private  claim,  such  as  are  contemplated  by  the 
rule  in  question. 

As  I  slated  on  Thursday  last,  it  isa  claim  which 
arose  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1817, 
between  the  United  States  niid  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians. By  that  treaty,  all  Indians,  or  white  men 
married  to  Indian  women,  by  whom  they  had" 
children,  became  entitled  to  land;  and  Andrew 
Taylor,  being  a  person  within  the  provision, 
became  entitled  to  a  section  of  land.  By  the  oper- 
ation of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  he 
was  ejected  from  that  land;  and  afterwards,  in 
1835,  when  a  new  treaty  was  negotiated  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokees,  provision 
was  made  for  such  as  had  lost  their  lands  in  virtue 
of  the  legislation  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee. 
Commissioners  were  appointed,  in  pursuance  of 
the  seventeenth  article  of^that  treaty,  to  assess  the 
value  of  the  reservations  made  under  the  treaty  of 
1817.  They  made  the  assessment,  and  returned 
it  into  the  oflice.  The  value  put  upon  this  reser- 
vation was  $14,730;  and  by  an  act  of  Congress 
subsequently  passed — which  I  have  not  just  now 
before  me — provision  was  made  for  its  payment, 
and  for  the  payment  of  other  claims,  the  value  of 
which  had  been  determined  by  the  same  commis- 
sioners. That  sum  is  exhausted;  and  the  propo- 
sition now  is  merely  that  provision  shall  be  made 
for  a  claim  which  stands  both  upon  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  upon  a  statute  passed  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  in  no  sense  a  private 
claim.  I  trust  that  the  Senate  will  overrule  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  thus  do  justice  to  this 
most  meritorious  claimant. 

Mr.  RUSK.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  amend- 
ment is  clearly  not  excluded  by  the  rule.  The  rule 
excludes  only  such  private  claims  as  are  not  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  an  existing  law.  Any 
appfopriation,  it  seems  to  me,  upon  the  reading 


of  that  rule,  will  at  once  strike  the  Senate  as  being 
in  order,  if  it  is  to  carry  out  an  existing  law.  This 
amendment  is  clearly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  an  existing  law.  By  one  treaty  this  reserva- 
tion was  allowed.  By  the  laws  of  the  Stale  in 
which  the  reservation  was  made,  the  reserveewaa 
deprived  of  his  reservation.  A  law  of  Congress 
was  then  passed,  authorizing  the  payment  to  him 
of  the  value  of  the  reservation,  not  including  the 
improvemenl.s.  Bui,  whalevtr  the  land  would 
have  been  worth,  taken  under  the  former  treaty, 
was  to  be  paid  at  its  valuation,  not  including  the 
improvements.  A  commission  was  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  fact;  appropria- 
tions were  made  for  their  payment,  and  other  cases 
similarly  situated  were  paid.  The  commissioners 
went  out,  antl  determined  the  amount  of  damage. 
Then  the  amendment  is  offered  under  the  provis- 
ions of  a  treaty,  under  the  provisions  of  a  law, 
and  is  clearly  not  intended  to  be  excluded  by  the 
rule,  because  it  is  simply  the  carrying  out  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  COOPER.  When  addressing  the  Senate 
before,  I  was  not  able  to  turn  to  the  provisions  of 
the  law  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
the  claim.  Before  the  question  is  taken,  I  desire 
to  read  it : 

"/l'-'«ofu^rf,  ^c.  That  tile  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  |);iy,or  enuse  la  be  paid,  the  several  sums  found 
due  to  claitniuits  under  the  Clierokee  treaty  of  1^35.  upon 
the  eerlideale  issued  by  the  board  of  Cfiiiiniisf'ioni>rs  ap- 
pi>ialed  in  pur-iiance  of  the  seventeentli  arliele  of  said 
Irealy,  out  ul  llle  unexpended  balniice  of  iipproprintioiis 
inntle  for  the  pay  meat  of  such  claims,  upon  the  presenlaliun 
of  said  certificates.'' 

I  have  stated  already  that  the  claim  arose  under 
the  treaty  of  1817,  originally,  and  that  provision 
was  made  for  the  assessment  of  the  value  of  the 
reservation  by  the  subsequent  treaty  of  1835  and 
1836.  This  is  the  one  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Stuart 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  Js,  "Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  tne  judgment  of  the 
Senate?" 

Mr.  BRIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  16,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alehison,  Daynrd,  IlrichI,  Chase,  Cliiy, 
Dodne  of  Iowa.  Douglas,  Kvans,  Kish,  Pool,  Jones  of  lows, 
Norri-,  Petlit,  Hluarl,  Sumner,  and  Wade — 16. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Benj-unin,  Brodhead,  Ilrown,  Cooper, 

I>aws Filzpatrieli.Geyer.  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 

Ku^k,  Sehasiian,  Seward,  Tuombs,  Toucey,  Walker,  and 
Weller— 16. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  decision 
of  the  Chair  is  sustained.  The  amendment  is  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  WALKER.  If  I  understand,  it  is  a  tie 
vote.  The  Chair  made  a  decision;  the  appeal 
was  taken;  and  the  question  tlf*n  was,  "Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as' the  judgment  of 
the  Senate?"  On  a  lie  vote  the  affirmative  is  lost. 
It  does  not  stand.  The  amendment  is,  therefore, 
decided  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  COOPER.     The  Presiding  Officer  votes. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  question  is  in  the  affirm- 
ative; shall  the  decision  stand?  There  was  not  a 
majority  for  that. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  the  Senator  is  right; 
and  in  order  to  settle  the  question,  and  ascertain 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  that  subject,  I  take  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  that 
vote  is  an  affirmation  of  the  judgment  of  the  Chair. 

The  PRESIDING  OF'FICER.  The  Chair 
thinks  it  is  not  in  order  to  take  an  appeal  upon  an 
appeal. 

Mr.  WALKER.  There  is  no  appeal  now. 
The  Chair  announces  that  to  be  settled. 

Mr.  BROWN.  That  appeal  the  Chair  has 
announced  to  be  settled. 

Mr.  BA  DGER.  The  Chair  announces  that  the 
decision  is  affirmed;  and  I  appeal  from  that  de- 
cision. Suppose  the  Chair  were  to  announce  yeas 
15,  nays  25,  and  that  the  decision  was  thereby 
affirmed,  could  not  I  appeal  from  that? 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  decision  holds  the  affirm- 
ative, if  I  understand,  and  the  Senate  has  failed 
to  cast  a  majority  vote  for  it.    It  is  a  tie  vote. 
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Mr.  BADOBR.  The  form  of  the  question  ia, 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chsitatand  a«  thejudg-, 
mem  of  the  Senate?"  There  must  be  a  majority 
in  the  affirmative  to  austain  the  Chair. 

The  FRESIOINO  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
bolda  that  it  ii  not  in  order  to  talis  an  appeal  from 
a  decision  uoon  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  BAD'GEll.  I  take  an  appeal  from  that. 
Surely  the  Seuate  must  have  the  ruling  of  its  own 
decisions,  otherwise  we  cease  to  have  any  influ- 
ence upon  our  own  business. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  concur  entirely  in  the  oi>in- 
ion  expressed  by  the  Chair.  It  is  not  the  opinion 
of  the  Choir  that  thequestion  is  upon  in  this  case; 
it  is  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Senate 
that  the  Senator  proposes  to  take.  The  Senate, 
of  course,  have  sustained  the  decision. 

Mr. COOPER.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  B A  DGER.    The  Senate  is  equally  divided . 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  This  comes  up  in  the  shape 
of  an  affirmative  proposition.  Suppose  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  an  amendment,  and  the  vote  was 
16  to  16;  aa  a  matter  of  course,  the  amendment 
would  faU. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  Chair  decided  thisamend- 
ment  out  of  order.  The.  question  is,  shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  stand  aa  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate ?  The  Senate  beins equally  divided , clearly 
the  proposition  fails,  ana  the  decision  originally 
made  by  the  Chair  stands,  and  the  amendment  is 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  prop- 
osition is  an  exceedingly  simple  one.  The  Chair 
decided  that  the  amendment  oflered  was  out  of 
order.  That  is  binding,  unless  appealed  from.  I 
aak,  whether  you  must  not  reverse  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  in  order  to  permit  the  amendment  to  be 
introduced  ?  If  you  must  reverse  it,  certainly  you 
must  have  a  majority  to  reverse  a  positive  decision. 
The  decision  of  the  Chair  would  make  the  amend- 
ment out  of  order,  unless  reversed  by  the  Senate. 
Can  there  be  a  reversal  by  an  equality  vote?  If 
you  take  the  analogy  of  courts  of  justice,  the 
principle  is  that  an  exception  to  a  decision  must 
obtain  a  majority.  Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of 
a  motion  for  a  new  trial.  Where  a  trial  has  been 
had,  and  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  ia  made,  if  the 
court  ia  equally  ^ided,  the  motion  is  refused. 

Mr.  BADGER.    The  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
say  that  that  ia  not  the  question  now  before  the 
Senate.    There  being  an  equality  of  votes,  the^ 
Presiding  Officer  declares  that   the  deciaion  is 
affirmed;  from  that  decision  I  take  an  appeal. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  understand. 

Mr.  BADGER.  And  the  Presiding  Officer  in- 
forms me  that  I  have  no  right  to  take  the  aenae 
of  the  Senate  whether  he  is  right  in  his  construc- 
tion. I  say,  therefore,  that  that  would  be  equally 
true  if  the  vote  stood  yeas  fifteen  and  nays  twen- 
ty-five. Suppose  he  said,  in  such  a  case,  "The 
yeas  have  it;  could  not  I  appeal  from  that  de- 
cision? That  is  the  question  now  before  the 
Senate — whether  the  announcement  of  the  vote 
by  the  Presidiiie  Officer  is  conclusive. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  de- 
cision of  that  question  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  is  the  present  question. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
cannot  be  a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  in  regard  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  that  it  requires  a  majority 
to  reverse  a  decision  of  the  Chair  on  a  question 
of  order. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  may  be  ao;  but  I  think, 
clearly,  we  h^ve  a  right  to  have  the  judgment  of 
the  Senate  on  that  point.  If  not,  then  we  have 
no  right  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  that  the 
majority  overrules  the  minority,  if  the  Chair  de- 
clares it  the  other  way.  I  do  not  mean,  of  course, 
to  imply  that  the  Chair  would  decide  it  the  other 
way;  but  to  illustrate  this  proposition:  Therebein^ 
a  vote  of  yeas  sixteen,  nays  sixteen,  the  Chair 
says  the  yeas  have  it,  or  the  nays  have  it— either 
way;  surely  I  have  a  right  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate  upon  it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Chair  has  decided  two  propositions.  From  one 
of  those  propositions  there  has  been  an  appeal; 
from  the  other  there  has  not  been  an  appeal.  The 
first  proposition  was  whether  this  amendment  was 
out  of  order.  The  Chair  decided  it  to  be  out  of 
order.  That  was  one  deciaion,  from  which  an 
appeal  was  taken.  When  the  votee  were  counted, 
they  were'fouod  equally  divided.    The  Chair  tb<n 


decided,  upon  that  atate  of  facta,  that  the  appeal 
was  lost — that  the  decieion  of  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained. Now,  the  proposition  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  proposes  to  take  an  ap- 
peal is  this  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  em  equally 
divided  vote  upon  an  appeal  on  a  point  of  order 
affirms  the  decision  originally  rendered.  It  is 
from  that  proposition  the  appeal  ia  now  taken, 
and  upon  that  proposition  1  cannot  conceive  how 
an  appeal  can  be  dt-nied. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  rule  in  this  case,  I  appre- 
hend, settles  the  question,  as  far  as  the  Chair  is 
concerned.  The  rule  givea  to  the  Chair  the 
power  of  deciding  whether  an  amendment  ia  in 
order  or  not.  If  the  Chair  decides  that  it  is  in 
order,  it  requires  a  majority  of  the  Senate  to  over- 
rule that  decision.  Now,  in  this  case,  a  majority 
of  the  Senate  have  not  over^Ied  the  decision.  It 
requires  a  majority  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Choir;  and  it  the  appeal  be  persisted  in,  and  the 
question  is  put,  it  ought  to  be  in  this  shape:  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  reversed  by  the  Sen- 
ate?— whether  sixteen  votes  against  sixteen  re- 
verses the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  BADGER.  Let  me  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  to  the  fact  that  he  does 
not  meet  the  proposition  before  the  Senate.  There 
is  a  TOteof  sixteen  to  sixteen;  theChair  announces 
that,  therefore,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ia  affirmed 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Beeauae  •  majority  haa  not 
reveraed  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  not  entering  into  that. 
I  will  assume,  for  the  present,  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Indiana  ia  correct;  that  the  Chair 
ia  correct;  butl  happen  to  have  adifferent  opinion, 
and  I  take  an  appeal  from  that  decision.  The 
Chair  says  I  am  not  entitled  to  it.  Now,  it  is 
a  question  of  construction;  and,  like  every  other 
question,  ia  to  be  decided  by  thia  body.  The 
Chair  aay  a,  there  being  an  equal  diviaion ,  the  Chair 
ia  auBtained.  I  aay,  there  being  an  equal  diviaion, 
the  deciaion  of  the  Chair  is  reversed.  Well,  now, 
have  we  not  a  right  to  have  the  judgment  of  the 
body  upon  that  question?  I  am  not  entering  into 
the  merits  of  the  original  questional  all.  I  am  not 
undertaking  to  decide  now  whether  the  ruling  of 
the.  Chair  la  right  or  wrong;  but  I  aay  1  have  a 
right  to  test  that  ruling  by  an  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ate. That  is  all.  I  very  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Presiding  Officer  that  I  think  he  must  see  that 
that  is  a  question  upon  which,  at  all  events,  he 
has  not  a  right  to  decide  without  appeal. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  Senate  was  not  paying  much 
attention  at  the  lime  this  matter  was  discussed, 
and  a  bare  quorum  voted.  .  I  have  no  sort  of  doubt 
that  this  amendment  cornea  clearlywithin  the  rule 
— that  it  is  not  excluded  by  it.  We  are  delaying 
time  with  it.  Here  is  a  treaty  stipulation  to  pay 
money;  the  amendment  is  to  carry  out  a  treaty; 
and  when  we  propose  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  that  purpose,  and  pay  one  of  the  beneficiaries 
of  the  treaty,  it  is  determined,  under  that  rule,  to 
be  out  of  order.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walkeb]  says  we  cannot  appro- 
priate at  all  under  it,  if  that  is  the  case.  But  we 
are  getlinr  into  a  bobble  about  the  matter.  We 
have  one  decision  after  another;  and  I  surest  to 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  whether  it  would 
not  be  better,  instead  of  following  up  his  appeal, 
to  get  some  one  who  voted  in  the  majority  to  move 
a  reconsideration,  or  to  offer  theamendraentagain, 
when  the  bill  is  reported,  and  we  have  a  full 
Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  have  no  objection  to  the 
course  suggested  b^  my  friend  from  Texas,  but 
then  I  do  not  want  it  to  be  understood  that  when 
a  Presiding  Officer  of  this  body  announces  that  a 
vote  is  carried,  the  announcement  is  conclusive 
upon  the  body;  because,  as  I  have  just  mentioned, 
without  the  slightest  imputation  upon  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  now  filling  the  Chair,  if  that 
were  so,  and  the  Chair  were  to  decide  upon  any 
other  question,  there  beinej[fteen  yeas  and  twenty- 
five  nays,  that  the  yeas  ha^,  we  should  be  entirely 
powerless,  and  a  minority  might  determine  any- 
thing, having  the  sanction  of  the  Chair.  I  only  want 
to  have  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  that  particular. 
I  am  entirely  indifferent  as  to  thia  particular  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
put  the  question  raised  by  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina.  The  Chair  tias  no  power  to  refuse  to 
put  (Questions. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Then,  sir,  I  haye  no  hesita- 


tion in  withdrawing  thf  appeal;  I  am  very  will- 
ing to  withdraw  it,  and  let  the  matter  fall.  I  do 
not  wish  to  embaross  the  Senate  or  delay  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICflR.  The  appeal 
being  withdrawn,  the  bill  ia  open  to  amendmsnt. 

Htb. SEBASTIAN.  Imovetoatrikeout  "ten" 
and  insert "  twenty,"  in  line  fifty-four.  The  object 
ia  to  increase  the  appropriations  for  buildings  for 
Indian  agencies  from  $10,000  to  $30,000.  I  bays 
received  a  letter  from  the  Indian  office  on  the  sub- 
ject which  explains  the  necessityfor  this  : 

Depaethsht  op  TH^NTeaioa,     ) 
Oppick  Indian  ApPAlRi,^ay  1,  1854-  J 

8iB :  In  view  of  tbe  ii«ce«sity  of  removinf  tbe  present 
localilica  nf  the  Indian  a(>!nciet  in  oar  remnie  Terttlo- 
riet,  and  sIm  of  tbe  naiotiuionB  wliicii  are  lieing  made 
wiib  itie  Intiians  of  Nebraska,  and  the  consequent  nece*- 
pity  of  removing  ttie  Hfienciea  situated  there,  I  have  ibe 
honor  to  recoinmend  that  the  appropriailon  now  at  the  dia- 
nnsat  of  this  Department  for  agency  buildings  tie  increased 
Iqr  910,000,  so  that  ttae  amooot  applicable  to  Uiu  otiject 
will  be  $30jmi. 

Very  respActCully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  MANTPENNr,  Commintoiwr. 

Bon.  W.  K.  SSBASTlAlf, 

Okairman  CommiUf  laitmn  Ulffain,  U.  S.  SeifU. 

The  amendment  was  aereed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  lam  further  directed  br 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing ak  an  additional  aection: 

8ic.  — .  Jlndt€tt/artlurmtitltil,  Tliat  llie  PresidenI 
be,  and  he  is  berrby,  aoltaorised  and  reqaired.  In  all  coses 
wliere  by  law  or  treaty  siipuiaUona  the  United  Slates  bsve 
engaged  to  invest  sitms  of  money  in  slocks  for  the  bctieflc 
of  lh«  Indians,  or  to  hold  the  same  in  trust,  and  pay  interest 
liiereon,  or  to  pay  perpetual  annuities,  in  cause  t)M  said 
suiBS  to  be  Invested  or  held  lo  trosi,  and  tlie  sunu  equal  to 
tlie  principal  of  said  perpetual  annuities  to  be,  with  the  aa- 
BP.nt  of  the  Indians,  when  necessary,  invested  in  safe  and 
profitable  stocks  of  any  of  the  Stales  in  this  Union,  or  com- 
muted into  shorter  annuities,  or  the  principal  paid  to  tin 
Indians,  as  the  PresidenI,  in  Ills  discretion,  thinks  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  President,  the  United  Statea  ore  indebted 
by  treaty  stipulations  to  Indian  tribes  in  about 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  which  they 
engaged 'many  years  ago  to  invest  in  safe  and 
profitable  stocks  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indiana. 
Heretofore,  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassed 
state  of  our  exchequer,  that  treaty  stipulation  haa 
never  been  redeemed;  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
we  are  appropriating  the  interest  upon  the  money 
every  year,  while  we  have  an  overflowing  Treas- 
ury, out  of  which  the  money  might  be  talten  and 
well  invested,  and  the  treaty  stipulations  fulfilled. 
Thia,  then,  ia  a  proposition  to  pay  off  so  much  of 
our  national  debt  aa  ia  due  under  treaty  atipula- 
tiona  to  the  Indiana.  That  ia  one  class  of  debt 
which  is  owing  on  account  of  Indian  treaties,  and 
it  amounts  to  about  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars.  The  stipulation  is  uniformly  in  soma 
half  dozen  treaties,  that  it  shall  be  invested  in 
"  aafe  and  profitable  stocks."  That  has  not  been 
done  heretofore;  and  thia  merely  requirea  tb* 
President  to  do  what  the  treaties  required  to  be 
done  long  since. 

The  second  class  of  engagements  are  of  this 
kind:  where  the  United  States  pledged  themselves 
to  the  .Indians  that  they  would  hold  certain 
amounts  of  money  in  theTreosury  of  the  United 
States  in  trust,  and  pay  them  the  annual  interest 
perpetually.  This,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ia 
of  course  a  national  debt,and  might  as  well  be  in- 
vested in  safe  and  profitable  stocks  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians. 

There  is  also  a  third  class,  that  of  perpetual  an- 
nuities, which  ought  to  be  changed  to  the  form  of 
stocks.  The  United  Stateaare  paying  the  interest 
perpetually,  but  there  is  now  idle  in  the  Treasury 
not  only  the  capital,  but  more  than  the  capital  re- 
quired to  produce  thia  annual  iniereat.  In  order 
to  convert  thia  and  the  aecond  claaa  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  would  retjuire  the  formal  assent  of 
the  tribes  before  it  could  be  done;  and  the  amend- 
ment only  authorizes  the  President  to  make  thesa 
investments  for  the  Indians  when  they  agree  to  it, 
and  he  judges  it  to  be  necessary. 

In  regard  to  thefirstclaas,  however, amounting 
to  three  and  a  half  millions  ofdollsrs,  their  assent 
is  not  necessary,  because  it  has  already  been  given 
by  treaty;  and  it  is  simply  required  of  us  to  in- 
vest tbe  money,  which  ought  to  have  been  done 
long  since,  and  would  have  been  done  ere  thia 
but  for  the  atate  of  the  Treaaury.  The  main  ob- 
ject is  to  prevent  the  enormous  accumulation  of 
these  perpetual  annuities,  trust  funds,  and  other 
national  debts,  which  ore  swelling  to  an  alarmiiig 
extent,  I  may  says  il>*  annual  appropriations  in 
tbe  Indian  bill. 
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Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  if  I  understand 
this  proposiiion,  it  is  to  invest  the  money  which 
we  owe  ta  the  Indians  in  Stale  stocks;  and  those 
Slate  stocks,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment heretofore,  we  must  guarantee.  If  they 
fell  below  par,  or  if  the  Siale  fails  to  pay  the  in- 
terest, we  have  to  make  it  good.  In  fach  of  the 
annual  appropriation  bilU  we  have  already  stipu- 
lations to  make  good  the  interest  on  the  Indian 
funds  which  we  have  already  invested  in  those 
stocks.  I  think  our  experience  has  shown  that 
this  is  a  very  dangerous  relation  to  hold  towards 
the  Slates.  I  am  not  disposed  to  see  the  United 
States  going  into  the  market,  and  investing  money, 
especially  in  such  large  sums  as  these,  in  the 
atocks  of  the  Stales,  for  many  reasons.  The  pre- 
cedent is  a  bad  one,  and  it  in  a  dangerous  sort  of 
patronage,  especially  when  we  come  to  extend  it 
further;  and  it  is  one  which  may  be  sought  to  be 
extended  further  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
Treasury.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  hod  better  meet 
the  question  at  once.  It  is  far  safer  for  the  United 
States,  if  we  have  to  guarantee,  to  retain  the  funds, 
and  pay  the  interest  ourselves,  instead  of  running 
this  risk.  We  have  not  found,  heretofore,  that 
this  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  the 
United  States  and  the  States  has  been  very  profit- 
able, and  I  am  not  disposed  now  to  extend  the 
practice.     It  has  gone  far  enough  already. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  wish,  Mr.  President,  to 
be  allowed  to  correct  what  I  think  is  an  obvious 
mianpprehension  of  the  Senator. from  Virginia.  1 
«Io  not  think  the  Indian  billcontains  the  feature  of 
which  bespeaks — that  of  annui#  appropriations 
to  make  up  for  the  fall  or  depreciation  in  the  price 
of  State  stocks. 

■  Mr.  HUNTER.    The  failure  to  pay  the  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  is  true  there  is  in  every 
Indian  appropriation  bill  an  appropriation  to  pay 
interest,  but  that  interest  is  received  from  theStates 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  as  trustee, 
and  requires  an  appropriation  to  pay  it  out  again. 
That  is  a  mere  matter  of  form.  After  the  money 
goes  into  the  Treasury  it  requires  on  act  of  appro- 
priation to  get  it  out  again.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  holds  largely  of  theslocks  of  the 
States  in  trust  for  the  Indians,  at  this  time,  in 
pursuance  of  treatysti^ulatiuns;  and  ss  to  thefirst 
class  of  cases  embraced  in  the  amendment,  there 
cannot  be  any  question  or  doubt  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  it,  because  such  is  the  positive,  imperative 
obligation  of  the  treaties,  that  it  must  be  invested 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  "  in  safe  and  profita- 
ble stocks."  The  duty  which  we  take  upon  our- 
selves to  discharge  is  that  of  trustee;  a  plain  one, 
which  involves  no  responsibility  where  the  trust 
is  honestly  performed.  If  stocks  are  safeand  pay- 
ing stocks  at  the  time  we  buy  them,  we  are  cer- 
tainly not  bound  to  guarantee  the  fortunes  of  the 
particular  Slate,  or  its  punctuality  and  promptness, 
through  all  coming  time.  Such  has  not  been  the 
view  which  the  United  Stales  have  taken  of  their 
obligations  heretofore.  I  well  remember  that  in  a 
case  where  some  bonds  were  bought  for  the  Chick- 
asaws,  they  fell  from  par  to  twenty-five  cents  on 
the  dollar.  We- have  large  slocks  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  at  this  time  which  are  paying  interest, 
but  the  annual  interest  thereon  is  appropriated  in 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  and  these  are  the 
appropriations  which  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
erroneously  supposes  to  be  appropriations  to  make 
good  OTit  of  Ihe  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the 
losses  to  the  Indians.  Such  is  not  the  case.  There 
can  be,  therefore,  no  difficulty  as  to  thefirst  class, 
amounting  to  about  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  in  regard  to  which  we  hove  most  impera- 
tively engaged  by  treaty  to  do  the  very  thing 
which  the  amendment  proposes  to  require  the  Pres- 
ident now  to  do. 

The  second  class  of  cases,  those  in  which  we 
hold  moneys  in  trust  where  we  have  engaged  to 
pay  perpetual  annuities,  I  assimilate  to  the  case 
of  a  national  debt,  and  allow  them  to  be  convened 
into  stocks,  with  the  assent  of  the  Indians.  If 
they  give  us  that  assent  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
enable  us  to  be  freed  from  any  responsibility  after- 
wards to  invest  these  surplus  funds  for  their  bene- 
fit, it  will  be  of  great  advantage.  We  are  now 
f)aying  interest  on  lorge  sums  of  money  which  are 
ying  idle  in  the  Treasury  of  Ihe  United  States, 
and  this  will  be,  to  that  extent,  a  discharge  of  the 
national  debt.  The  amount  which  we  have  thus 
engaged  to  pay  intere.st  to  the  Indiana  reaches,  at 


this  time,  the  astonishing  sum  of  $10,000,000; 
and  1  am  sure  that  few  .Senators  are  aware  that 
this  amount  is  a  perpetual  charge  against  the 
United  States,  unless  it  can  be  redeemed,  or  its 
extinction  provided  for  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
by  the  amendment. 

But  the  amendment  does  not  stop  simply  with 
requiring  the  investment  of  these  funds  of  the 
Indians  in  safe  and  profitable  slocks.  It  allows, 
with  their  consent,  these  lot\g  annuities  to  be 
turned  into  shorter  annuities;  or,  in  such  cases 
where  the  President  may  judge  it  to  be  advisable, 
the  whole  capital  may  be  paid  over  to  the  Indians. 
I  can  imagine  many  cases  in  which  the  Indians 
are  highly  competent  to  manage  the  funds  for 
themselves,  and  where,  instead  of  dealing  out  to 
them  little  dribbling  annuities  perpetually,  it  would 
be  much  better  for  their  condition,  socially  and 
physically,  that  the  whole  capital  sliould  be  re- 
deemed and  extinguished  by  the  p^ment  of  the 
principal  over  to  them. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  T  think  that 
if  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  will  look  into  the 
mailer,  he  will  find  that  we  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  making  good  an  appropriation  to  Indians  on 
account  of  the  failure  of  Indiana  to  pay  the  inter- 
est on  certain  moneys  invested  in  Indiana  Slate 
stocks.  I  think  we  have  made  good  investments 
in  Arkansas  stock  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  we  have  ;  I  think  the 
Senator  will  find  that  such  is  the  case.     And  I  ap- 

Iireheiid,  if  we  were  to  invest  these  funds  of  the 
ndians  in  Slate  stocks,  and  the  States  should  fail 
to  pay  the  interest,  we  should  hold  ourselves  bound 
to  make  it  good  to  the  Indians.  Now,  if  this  be 
the  case,  if  wc  are  bound  to  guarantee  this  pay- 
ment to  the  Indians,  is  it  not  safer  to  retain  the 
money  in  our  hands.'  What  do  we  gain  by  in- 
vesting it  in  State  stocks  If  we  are  to  hove  this 
obligation  imposed  upon  us,  is  it  not  far  belter  to 
retain  the  fund  in  our  own  hands,  and  pay  the 
Indians  the  interest  annually.'  So  far  as  these 
long  annuities  are  concerned,  if  it  be  desirable  to 
exchange  them  for  shorter  annuities,  paying  them 
larger  sums,  that  could  be  done  by  treaty,  whether 
we  pay  them  directly  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  in 
the  form  of  Suite  stocks.  Therein  no  reason  why 
treaties,  bargains,  or  contracts  should  not  be  en- 
tered into  for  that  purpose,  if  it  be  a  desirable  ob- 
ject. What  I  object  to  is,  taking  this  money  and 
investing  it  in  Slate  stocks  in  a  mode  and  shape 
which  will  make  us  responsible  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  those  slocks. 

I  object  to  that  for  many  reasons.  One  is,  that 
it  is  a  species  of  obligation  which  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  imposed  on  this  Government.  Another  is, 
that  it  moy  be  the  commencement  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous system.  Suppose,  whenever  we  have  a 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
the  system  further,  anci  invest  the  whole  surplus 
in  State  stocks,  what  a  dangerous  sort  of  patron- 
age, and  to  what  evils  might  it  not  leadP  It  is 
better,  I  think,  to  oppose  these  things  in  the  be- 
ginning. Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  treaty  stip- 
ulation with  the  Indians,  which  forces  us  to  in- 
vest this  money  in  Stale  stocks,  so  long  as  we 
guarantee  and  secure  to  them  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  which  is  all  that  they  are  entitled  to 
demand.  They  have  it  in  truth  and  in  effect  in  the 
United  Stales  stocks — in  a  six  per  cent.  United 
Stales  slock,  and  this  is  far  belter  for  them  than 
any  State  stock  which  we  could  purchase. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
is  not  correct  in  regard  to  the  delinquency  of  Ark- 
ansas as  connected  with  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion; but  still  I  believe  he  is  substantially  right  in 
this,  ihat  they  were  a  portion  of  the  bonds  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  now  under  par,  for  the  Stale 
is  unable  to  pay  the  interest,  which  did  constitute 
an  investment  by  this  Government.  The  State 
having  failed  to  pay  the  interest,  and  the  stocks 
having  gone  below  par,  they  were,  some  years  ago, 
by  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  sold  out  for  what  they  would  bring. 

Now,  sir,  respecting  this  policy,  in  regard  to 
which  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  my  colleague,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
diflTer,  I  have  no  question  that  if  Ihe  Government 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  a 
treaty,  goes  on  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
and  invests  funds  due  to  the  Indians,  in  Slate 
stocks,  it  renders  itself  liable.    If  the  Government 


does  not  invest  in  safe  stocks,  it  must  ultimately 
pay  the  amount.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  caa 
be  no  question  of  that.  When  ihe  United  States 
have  all  the  power  in  their  own  hands,  and  when 
they  have  the  management  of  the  Indian  funds, 
there  is  no  defense  for  a  failure  on  their  part  to 
secure  to  the  Indians  the  whole  of  their  money. 
Especially  is  this  so  when  we  look  at  the  history 
of  the  Indians  in  connection  with  our  Government. 
As  to  the  question,  then,  what  shall  be  done  with 
this  matter,  1  must  say,  if  we  are  to  continue  this  ■ 

folicy,  let  it  be  done  in  this  case  as  in  all  others, 
f  not,  a  distinctive  and  definite  proposition  ought 
to  be  adopted;  and  perhaps  we  might  as  well  get 
clear  of  those  bonds  which  we  have,  and  let  the 
United  States  invest  the  sum  in  (heir  own  stocks 
at  once.  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  be.  Gen- 
tlemen can  settle  that  matter  as  they  please;  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  bound  for  the  money 
when  we  make  an  investment  for  the  Indians. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  see 
any  necessity  now  for  our  investing  any  funds  in 
the  stocks  of  the  Slates.  There  are  United  Slates 
stocks  enough  in  %hich  we  can  invest,  if  there  is 
any  necessity  for  investing  these  sums.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  mere  matter  of  book-keeping.  We 
may  as  well  be  indebted  to  the  Indians  without 
investment,  and  that  has  to  them  all  the  security 
of  a  stock  of  the  United  States  as  much  as  if  we 
were  to  make  an  investment;  but  certainly,  while 
we  are  paying  off  our  own  stocks  to  reduce  our  own 
debt,  it  seems  to  me,  very  unwise  and  unneces- 
sary to  be  investing  special  funds  in  the  stocks  of 
the  States.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Commiitee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
New  York  misunderstands  the  amendment.  I  did 
not  certainly  undertake  to  recommend  invest- 
ments in  stocks  of  the  United  Stales,  because 
these  engagements  already  constitute  a  stork  of 
the  United  Slates.  What  I  propose  is,  when  there 
is  so  large  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  the  money  and  invest  it  in  stocks  of 
the  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaties  with  the 
Indians  requiring  this  specific  investment  to  be 
made  "safe  and  profitable  stocks," say  the  trea- 
ties, and  this  obligation  reaches  to  $:j,500,(IOO. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  it  i^only  necessary  to 
make  a  new  stock  of  the  United  States;  that  will 
be  a  "  safe"  investment. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  That  would  be  changing 
the  form  of  the  investment,  and  not  extinguishing 
the  debt. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  would  be  changing  the 
form  of  the  books  certainly.  I  think  that  for  us 
to  buy  up  Stale  slocks,  and  get  into  the  difficulties 
into  which  we  got  once  before,  would  be  very 
unwise. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  1  have  another  amend- 
ment to  offer  from  the  committee.  It  is  to  insert 
under  Ihe  heading  "  miscellaneous"  the  following: 

For  (Itfrnying  Ihe  expenses  ofcontiniiinit  the  re innval  nnd 
siihsiwirncrof  iTic  Indiitns  In  Cslirornia  to  five  inllilnry  rt*fl- 
ervatinns,  In  accordance  with  the  plnn  ftiibmittpd  by  the 
fltipcrititendent  of  tndinn  affiiirx  »!'  (hat  Stnli^,  nnd  approved 
by  tlie  Frcniderit,  Iht;  Hiiin  of  $1-35,000:  ProviJciy  Uie  fub- 
agenti*  cri-aled  by  litis  act  shnll  be  appnjnled  by  the  super- 
iiUnidenl,  siibjccl  to  conlirtiialion  by  ihe  Srcrelary  of  Ihe 
Interior,  nol  to  exceed  one  fur  each  reservation  nor  five  in 
all.  Haid  reservations  to  contain  not  less  than  live,  nor 
more  than  twenty-live  thousand  acres:  And  the  vaidsuper- 
hitcndent  is  authorized  lo  apply,  out  of  the  sum  hi*reny 
appropriated,  not  exceeding  fSSo,*  00  in  the  exlin(*uishinent 
of  coiiAiclini!  lilies  arid  rishts  lo  said  reserved  lands  nt  a 
price  nol  exceedin«  $\  25  per  acre  for  a  valid  and  inde- 
fensible title  to  the  lands  go  pitrchast^d :  ^nd  Provided^  the 
Slate  of  Californin  shall  cede  Ulc  necessary  jurisdiction  in 
su'-h  rases. 

For  Kcnifral  incidental  expenses  of  the  Indinn  service  in 
(^alitornia,  embracing  Ihe  expenses  of  travel  of  the  super- 
intendent and  agent,  &c.,  $^,UUO. 

Mr.  WELLER.  This  amendment  makes  an 
appropriation  of  $125,000  for  continuing  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  in  California, 
while  the  estimaleof  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  for  this  purpose  wos  $200,000.  Really 
I  do  not  see  upon  what  ground  the  Commiitee 
on  Indian  Affairs  have  reduced  the  amount  to 
8125,000.  Why,  sir,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  Commissioner,  it  appears  that  one  fourth  of  ajl 
the  Indians  in  the  United  States  are  in  the  State  of 
California.  There  are  one  hundred  thousand  In- 
dians there.  The  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
in  California  asked  for  an  appropriation  of 
&50U,I)00  to  carry  out  the  plan  which  was  adopted 
by  Congress  at  the  preceding  session.    Upon  con- 
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aultation  with  theCommiruioner  of  Indian  AfTeira, 
I  was  BatiKfied  thnt  thi*  (Btimate  was  extravagant, 
and  (hat  $300,000  woald  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  carrying  out  that  plan,  and  pacifying  and  pro- 
viding Tor  the  wants  of  the  Indians.  I  am  there- 
fore aorprised  to  find  that  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afliiira  propose  to  reduce  the  sum  to  ^125,000. 
That,  in  my  judgment,  is  wholly  inadequate.  It 
will  not  answer  the  purpose.  It  will  neither  ena- 
ble the  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  to'remove 
these  Indians,  and  make  the  necessary  provision 
for  their  support  during  the  present  year;  nor  will 
it  protect  our  people  against  the  outrages  commit- 
tea  by  them..  I  therefore  move  to  strike  out 
"|I25,000,"and  insert  the  amount  fixed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  "j^iOO.OOO." 

Mr.  GWIN.  Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is 
put  in  the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
requisitions  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
in  regard  to  purchasingclaims  to  the  reservations. 
I  would  therefore  suggest  to  my  colleague  that  he 
had  better  say  ^^,000,  so  as  to  leave  $25,000 
for  the  specific  object  of  purchaaing  claima  to  the 
reservations,  and  |300,000,  thPamount  of  the  es- 
timate, for  removal  and  subsistence. 

Mr.  WELLER.  My  first  motion  ia  to  strike 
out  "  $125,000,"  and  insert  "9200,000."  Then 
I  suppose  I  can  accomplish  the  object  which  I 
have  in  view,  by  a  subsequent  amendment  which 
I  shall  submit  to  (he  next  provision  of  this  amend- 
ment of  the  committee. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  no  manner  t)f  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, if  it  shall  meet  the  favor  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  true,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  California, 
that  the  Indian  Office  did  recommend  $200,()t)0. 
It  is  a  recommendation  which,  as  I  am  informed 
by  the  Commissioner,  was  based  on  the  informa- 
tion that  he  had  in  his  office,  in  reference  to  the 
condition  of  the  past  appropriations.  There  was 
an  old  appropriation  of  $100,000,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  peace  with  the  Indians  in  California. 
Last  winter,  it  will  be  remembered,  $250,000  were 
appropriated.  We  have  an  account,  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  late  superintendent,  of  the  expenditure 
of  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  old  appropriations;  but, 
by  accident,  perhaps,  the  whole  $250,000  ia  not 
accounted  for.  I^elieve  the  report  of  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affaire  has  been  in  arreara  for 
the  last  two  or  three  quartera. 

This  experiment,  for  experiment  it  only  amounts 
to  thus  far,  seemed  to  be  the  only  one  which 
afforded  a  solution  of  the  problem  oflndian  civili- 
zation and  protection  in  California;  but  it  was 
working  out  ita  results  at  a  coat  which  cauaed  the 
committee  to  heaitate  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
which  they  should  recommend  in  ita  further  pros- 
ecution, tintil  they  could  gee  how  the  fund  which 
had  been  heretofore  provided  by  very  liberal 
appropriations,  had  been  disposed  of.  There 
was  anamount  of  almost  $250,000  unaccounted  for. 
The  reason  why  we  cut  down  the  amount  from 
$200,000  to  $100,000,  resulted  entirely  from  the 
unwillingness  of  the  committee  to  embark  more 
than  the  sum  of  $100,000  in  the  prosecution  of 
(his  experiment,  until  they  should  see  better  evi- 
dence as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  working 
in  California. 

I  have  said  that  I  believe  the  ayatem  ia  an  effi- 
cient one  in  California,  but  it  is  an  expensive  one. 
I  have  contemplated  that  it  must  necessarily  be  so. 
But  when  it  has  been  in  operation  foronly  ashort 
period  of  time,  and  has  worked  so  expensively,  I 
think  the  friends  of  that  system  ought  not  to  ask  that 
too  much  shall  be  embarked  in  it  at  the  beginning. 
There  is  great  danger  that  the  system  will  breok 
down  under  the  weight  which  it  thus  accumulates 
on  its  shoulders,  and  fall  before  it  has  a  fjiir  chance 
of  proving  its  efficacy.  We  thought,  therefore, 
that  the  sum  of  $100,000  was  as  much  as  could 
profitably  be  expended  there  in  carrying  out  this 
experiment;  for  it  has,  as  yet,  been  developed  only 
on  a  small  aeale. 

At  preaent,  out  of  five  reservations  which  Con- 
gress authorized  to  be  selected  by  thesuperintend- 
ent,  only  one  is  in  operation;  and  upon  that  he 
has  congregated,  and  gives  employment  and  pro- 
tection to  about  twenty-three  thousand  Indians. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  population  of  Indians 
in  California  has  been  eatimated  as  high  as  one 
hundred  thousand  aoula.  If,  therefore,  the  exper- 
iment, successAil  oa  it  may  be  to  the  extent  of 
twenty-three  thouaand  Indiana,  ia  to  be  carried 
oat  at  the  oune  axpenaive  ratio  for  on«  hundred 


thousand,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  coffera  of  our 
Treasury,  large  as  they  are  now,  will  not  be  able 
to  stand  the  successful  completion  of  this  experi- 
ment in  regard  to  the  whole  Indian  population  of 
California. 

We  have  provided,  however,  in  the  amendment, 
an  additional  fund  of  $35,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in 
California,  to  extinguiabconfiicting  private  claima 
to  some  of  the  reqarvationa  which  nave  been  ae- 
lected,  provided  the  Oovernment  of  the  United 
States  can  obtain  a  good  title  by  purchase;  and 
the  State  of  California  shall,  by  the  necessary  acta 
of  cession,  give  the  United  States  Government 
jurisdiction  over  these  grants.  I  have  slated  that, 
■  fit  be  the  sense  of  the  Senate  thata  larger  amount 
is  necessary  to  carry  out  this  experiment,  I  shall 
have  no  hesitation  in  agreeing  to  it;  but  the 
amount  named  in  the  amendment  was  all  that  the 
committee,  tinder  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
case,  were  willing  to  sanction. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  think  the  whole  form  of  tliis 
proposition  should  be  changed.  I  propose  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  amendment  after  the 
statement  of  the  amount,  and  increase  that  amount 
as  recommended  by  my  colleague,  and  add  the 
worda  "  and  to  preaerve  peace  with  the  Indian 
tribes  within  that  State;"  so  as  to  makethe  amend- 
ment read: 

"  For  removal  and  rabuitence  of  Indians  In  Caliromia, 
and  to  pretervn  pesue  Willi  Uie  Indiaa  tribei  wilbin  that 

Slate,  98Ua,IXX)." 

1  move,  however,  now,  if  it  be  in  order,  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  amendment  after  (he  statement  of  the 
sum. 

This  policy  of  Indian  reservations  is  a  new  one. 
It  has  been  tried  for  the  first  time,  1  believe,  in 
the  State  of  California;  and  the  people  are  very 
much  opposed  to  having  these  Indiana  conatantly' 
on  military  reservations  within  their  borders.  It 
is  a  new  policy.  There  are  doubts  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  power  on  the  part  of  the£reneral 
Government  to  reserve  large  tracts  of  land  in  one 
of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy,  for  the  purpose 
of  concentrating  Indian  tribes  within  ita  limita. 
I  think  the  proper  course  for  us  is  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation, according  to  tht  eslimtteof  the  Indian 
Department,  of  $200,000,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  removal  and  aubaiatence  of  the  In- 
diana, and  preserving  peace  with  the  Indian  tribea 
within  (ha(  State. 

Mr.  Preaident,  the  moat  boatile  Indiana  in  our 
State  are  those  in  the  northern  section;  and  they 
have  never  received  any  of  the  benefits  of  these 
appropriations.  The  superintendent  of  Indian 
afiairs  baa  never  yet  gone  to  the  extreme  northern 
section  of  the  State,  where  the  Indians  are  most 
hostile.  It  ia  well  known  (hat  if  you  feed  them 
they  will  not  fight.  Their  huntin|;-grounda  have 
been  taken  |>os8ession  of  by  the  citizens  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  they  are  in  a  state  of  starvation;  but  if 
we  make  appropriations  by  which  these  Indians 
can,  in  certain  seasons  of'^the  year,  be  supplied 
with  beef,  through  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  we  can  preserve  peace  there.  For  (he  pres- 
ent, I  think  we  had  better  merely  make  an  appro- 
priation for  their  removal  and  subsistence;  because, 
if  some  of  these  Indiana  are  willing  to  remove  out- 
side of  the  borders  of  the  State, the  superintendent 
ought  to  have  power  to  remove  them;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  present  policy  should  be  pursued  further 
until  we  ascertain  that  it  is  a  useful  policy.  I  do 
not  think  it  is.  I  think  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
we  have  a  right  to  build  up  military  reservations  of 
this  sort  in  the  heart  of  any  Siateof  this  Confeder- 
acy<  I  am  sure  the  people  of  California  have  given 
indications  of  opposition  to  it;  and  I  do  not  thi>k 
they  will  everconsent  to  cede  jurisdiction.  There- 
fore, I  wish  this  proposition  to  be  "  simply  for 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  in  Cal- 
ifornia, and  for  preserving  peace  with  the  Indian 
Uibee." 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  was  not  aware  before  that 
the  Senators  from  California  had  any  objection, 
or  made  any  opposition,  to  the  experiment  which 
has  been  attempted  in  California.  I  think,  sir, 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from  the  position  taken 
by  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr.  Gwiv,]  that 
if'^that  State  shall  object  to  the  acquisition  within 
her  borders,  by  the  United  States,  of  theae  reaer- 
vationa,  the  Government  will  not  have  the  power 
to  make  them.  1  underatood,  however,  a(  the 
inception  of  thia  acheme,  that  it  waa  advocated  by 


tjie  Senatora  from  Califbmia;  but  I  may  be  mia- 
taken  in  that.  '  ' 

Mr.  OWIN.  The  Senator  will  peamit  me  to 
say  that  it  originated  with  the  superintendent  of 
Indian  nfTairs,  and  the  military  commander  of 
the  Pacific  division — General  Hitchcock.  It  waa 
brought  forward  by  them,  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afi*air8,  and  by  the  committee 
brought  before  the  Senate.  I  do  not  believe  that 
my  colleague  and  myself  recommended  it  at  first. 

Mr.  WAKLER.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Sen- 
atora  recommended  it,  but  I  understood  at  the  time 
that  it  was  done  with  their  acquiescence. 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  might 
possibly  be  a  good  plan  to  aelllc  the  difficulliea  in 
that  State. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  waa  about  to  remark,  that 
I  underatood  it  waa  undertaken  with  the  acquiea- 
cence,  at-all  eventa,  of  the  Senatora  from  Califor- 
nia. The  only  doubt  that  I  had  about  the  matter  at 
the  time  was,  whether,  when  the  citizens  of  Cali- 
fornia came  to  look  at  it,  they  would  not  object  to 
it.  1  do  not  wonder  that  they  did  objeet.  1  regret 
to  find  that  they  are  objecting;  but  it  does  not  sur- 
prise me.  I  regret  it,  because  I  believe  some  such 
policy  aa  this  is  the  last  hope  which  the  country 
has  of  properly  arranging  and  settling  our  Indian 
relations.  But,  sir,  the  Oovernment  certainly 
mus(  feel  itself  powerless.  It  cannot  go  against 
the  consent  of  a  Stata  within  ita  geographical  and 
jurisdictional  limita,  and  there  settle  down  the  In- 
dians upon  reservations,  i  think  it  would  require 
the  expreaa  aaaent  of  the  State,  given  through  the 
supreme  power^f  the  State,  (o  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  what  it  has  been  proposed  to  do  here. 
In  one  instance,  in  Wisconsin,  that  assent  has 
been  given  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  aa 
regards  the  location  within  ita  borders  of  the  Me- 
nominee nation  of  Indians.  But  what  are  we  to 
do?  Certainly,  with  the  inforntation  before  us, 
we  cannot  do  what  (he  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflaira  recommend,  in  which  recommendation  I 
cordially  acquiesced.  Theeommiltee  are  evidently 
thrown  off  their  position,  and  the  Senate  ought 
not,  in  compliance  with  their  recommendation,  to 
make  the  appropriation  in  the  form  proposed;  for 
when  the  Senators  from  that  State  tell  us  that  there 
are  arising  in  that  State,  serious  objections  to  this 
policy,  it  certainly  ia  fntilcMbr  the  Government  to 
attempt  it. 

But  it  is  proposed  by  one  of  the  Senators  from 
California,  [Mr.  Gwin,]  to  make  this  a  general 
appropriation  for  removal  and  subsistence,  and  for 
maintaining  peace  with  the  Indian  tribea  in  that 
State.  Theae  objecta  arc,  a  part  of  them,  very 
desirable,  and  another  part  absolutely  necessary, 
I  presume;  but  we  are  without  information  in 
regard  to  them.  We  have  not  (he  necessary  in- 
formation from  the  proper  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  appropnateicommiltee  of  the  Senate 
have  not  hod  the  subject  under  consideration  atall. 
They  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  investigate 
it,  much  less  to  consider  it  on  any  information 
derived  from  the  proper  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  seems  to  me,  from  all  that  I  can  see 
now,  (hat  we  are  left  without  the  ability  (o  do 
anything,  until  we  can  have  some  consultation  with 
the  department,  and  know  what  it  would  say 
under  this  changed  view  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Mr.  President,  the  only  dif- 
ficulty that  is  presented  to  iny  mind,  is  as  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  thia  Government  to  make 
these  reservations.  I  have,  from  the  outset,  en- 
tertained the  opinion — and  I  avowed  it  at  the  last 
aession  of  Congress — that,  in  my  judgment,  this 
W8S  the  only  practicable  way  of  preserving  thelo- 
dians  of  California  from  destruction;  but,  it  is  true, 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  population  of  Califor- 
nia have  been  opposed  to  these  reservations.  My 
views  have  been  honestly  entertained  and  fear- 
lessly expressed.  To  protect  the  people,  and  at 
the  same  time  preserve  the  Indians  from  extermi- 
nation, has  been  the  leading  object  with  me. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
in  that  State  has  not  made  a  return  of  the  expend- 
jtnre  of  the  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  I  apprehend  it  is  the  duly  of  the  De^ 
partment  to  compel  him  to  do  so;  and  if  he  has 
not  discharged  his  duty,  I  apprehend  there  is  an 
obligation  resting  on  the  Department  (o  remove 
him,  and  appoin(  some  peraon  who  will  give  a 
fiii(hful  account  of  the  expenditures.  The  delay 
may  be  unavoidable,  aa  I  have  no  doubt  the  incum- 
bent will  be  able  to  oceonnt  for  all  public  money 
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which  may  have  been  enlrusted  to  him.  It  is, 
therel'ore,  no  olijeciioii  to  the  proposed  appropria- 
tion lo  c«rry  out  the  plan  adopted  by  Congress,  to 
affirm  that  the  superintendent  has  not  made  a  re- 
turn to  the  Department  of  the  moneys  whrrh  have 
been  entrusted  to  his  care.  There  may  be  reasons 
for  the  delay  e.nsily  explained. 

But,  sir,  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  go  into  a  Slate  to  make  these  reservations  may 
very  well  be  doubted.  The  phraseology  of  the 
Constitution  is  that  Congrejis  shall  have  power 
"  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  what- 
soever" over  the  district  ceded  for  the  purpose  of 
locating  the  seat  of  Government,  "and  to  exercise 
like  authority  overall  places  purchased  by  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
may  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
nals, dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings." 
If  the  Federal  Government  possesses  ihe  power  at 
all,  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  authority  which  it  has  to 
establish  military  posts.  There  is  no  limitation 
upon  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
going  into  a  Slate  and  establishing  a  military  post, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  inhabitants  against 
the  Indians.  If  it  has  the  power,  then,  to  estab- 
lish a  military  post  on  the  frontier,  and  if  it  should 
be  necessary  to  make  that  post  so  large  as  lo  bring 
the  Indians  down  upon  that  reservation,  and  thus 
not  only  protect  the  Indians,  butat  the  same  time 
protect  the  people  from  iheir  incursions,  I  presume 
tliat  then  it  has  the  power.  I  do  not  believe  ihe 
Federal  Government  possesses  the  power  lo  make 
these  reservations,  anJ  exercise  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  them,  without  the  assent  of  the  Slate, 
and  hence  1  desire  ihai  the  consent  of  the  Legisla- 
ture should  be  obtained  before  Ihey  are  made. 
The  State,  in  the  exercise  of  its  sovereignty,  must 
determine  this  question.  No  State  will  be  willing 
to  concede  the  right  to  the  Federal  Government 
to  go  within  its  limits  and  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  its  territory. 

Sir,  lost  fall,  when  ihe  superintendant  of  In- 
dian affairs  in  California  was  involved  in  diffi- 
culty in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  Congress,  he 
called  upon  the  Representatives  from  that  State  for 
their  written  opinion  upon  the  subject.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  the  answer  which  I  wrote  him  at  thai 
time,  and  which  was  submitted  to  the  Department 
of  Indian  Affairs.     In  that  letter  I  said: 

"  I  niinuld  regret  very  much  to  Rnil  thai  you  were  unable 
lo  execute  ihe  act  of  Coiigrenjt  passed  on  the  3(1  Msrch  last. 
The  plan  conletnplntiMi  by  itial  hiw  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  praclioalile  one  for  presflrvinK  ihe  Indiana  of  ihii<  Stale 
from  deHtruclion.  Urilcs!!  they  can  be  fialhert^d  Meeiher, 
and  placpd  under  military  iirntenioii.  we  shall  have  a 
bloody  war.  which  will  result  in  Ihe  extcriiiiiialion  of  the 
race.  The  Indians  ehould  he  withdrawn,  as  much  a.i  pos- 
sible, from  the  whiti;  popninlinn,  and  taueht  to  fply  upon 
thiTir  own  labor  and  industry  for  thrir  support.  The  siip- 
plieH  whii'll  nature  has  lieretofore  fnrnislied  them  wiH  soon 
be  cut  ott',  and  an  attempt  lo  sustain  them  otherwise  than 
Itirou^h  llnnr  own  labor  would  be  impolitic. 

•*  It  is  well  known  to  you  that  whilst  the  plan  you  are  en- 
deavoring to  carry  out  received  my  warm  sU(i[K>rt,  yet  I 
was  utterly  opposed  to  making  the  reservations  as  large  a« 
Ihey  are  now  antliori7.ed  by  law.  Whilst  we  have  some  of 
the  richest  agricultural  lands  in  the  Union,  the  fact  cannot 
he  disguised  that  we  have  a  tarti'  tjody  of  land  in  this  State 
which  cannot  be  cultivated.  The  greater  portion  ot  our 
population  arc  engaged  in  cmnmcrceand  mining.  They  are 
consumers;  nnd  in  order  to  I'erd  them,  all  our  agricultural 
lands  Ainnld  be  put  under  cultivation.  We  should  not  de- 
p'-nd  U(H>ii  other  Slates,  or  lureign  countries,  for  our  bread 
sttiH's.  If  five  reservations  are  made  In  this  Slate,  and  to 
Ihe  extent  authorized  by  law,  great  injustice  will  he  done  to 
our  citizens;  withhold,  l(>r  the  use  of  ihe  Indians,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Ave  Ih'msand  acres  of  agricultural 
land, and  a  seritnis  blow  will  he  struck  at  the  fainting  inter 
esIN  of  this. Stale.  Such  a  policy  would  be  unwise  in  every 
partfrular;  no  reservation,  in  my  judgment,  should  be 
made  coiilaining  more  llKin  eight  thousand  acres.  In  each 
of  litem  you  could  readily  find  a  sitllicient  quantity  of  land 
sasceptibic  of  citttivalion  to  produce  enough  to  sustain  live 
thousand  Indians  ;  and  Utis,  1  apprehend,  will  be  as  many 
as  you  can  assemble  or  settle  upon  any  one  of  your  reaer- 
Tatiuiis.*' 

I  have  never  believed  thot  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  superintendent  of  Indian  afTairs  to  con. 
centrale  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand 
Jndians  upon  these  reservations,  and  they  would 
be  generally  those  who  were  attached,  in  the  olden 
time,  to  the  missions,  and  who  have  been  chris- 
tianized and  civilized,  to  aceriain  extent,  through 
the  influence  of  the  Catholic  church.  If  thecon- 
aent  of  the  Legislaliire  can  be  obtained,  I  am  un- 
willing to  abandon  this  plan;  it  may  bean  expen- 
sive one,  but  in  the  end  it  will  be  found  lo  be  an 
economical  one.  It  will  save  an  immense  amount 
of  money  that  the  State  would  otherwise  be  com- 
pelled to  expend  in  ufTotding  protection  to  her 
people  against  the  outrages  of  the   Indians.     If 


they  can  be  concentrated  in  these  reservations;  if 
they  can  be  taught  lo  rely  upon  their  own  labor 
for  subsistence,  as  I  believe  they  can,  to  a  very 
consiilenible  extent,  you  will  have  effected  more 
ihan  has  been  done  in  any  other  Stale  of  this  Con- 
federacy. It  is  because  I  am  unwilling  lo  have 
these  Indians  exterminated,  as  I  know  they  must 
be  unless  this  policy  can  be  carried  out,  that  I  am 
anxiou.-!  lo  have  it  continued;  at  all  events,  the 
experiment  should  be  fairly  tested.  I  hold,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  simply  ii  question  of  whether  you 
will  fully  test  this  experiment  by  making  the  ne-  [ 
cessary  appropriations  in  order  to  protect  the  In- 
dians, as  well  as  to  protect  our  citizens;  or  whether 
you  will  say  to  all  who  are  so  disposed,  "  you 
must  seek  protection  for  your  lives  and  property 
in  the  extermination  of  these  Indians."  If  we 
make  no  provision  for  them,  and  hunger  compels 
them  lo  steal  for  a  subsistence,  our  people  must 
protect  themselves.  This  they  wM  do.  Then 
we  shall  hear  the  charge  of  inhumanity  and  bar- 
barity preferred  against  our  citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  local  feeling  in  regard 
to  this  matter  at  all.  I  am  actuated  by  no  other 
consideration  than  a  desire  lo  soften  the  blow 
which  necessity  will  compel  us  to  inflict  upon 
these  Indians.  Their  extermination  in  the  end  is 
inevitable.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  time.  They 
must  finally  disappear  before  the  onward  march 
of  the  white  man;  but  in  ihe  meanwhile  humanity 
demands  that  you  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
lighten  the  blow.  This  plan,  therefore,  received 
the  sanction  of  my  judgment;  and  I  propose,  at 
the  proper  time,  to  on"er  a  proposition  to  limit  the 
extent  of  the  reservations,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  made  in  the  letter  to  which  I  have 
just  referred,  that  they  shall  not  exceed  eight 
thousand  acres,  instead  of  iwenly-five  thousand 
acres,  as  now  allowed.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
makins  more  than  two  or  three  reservations,  at 
the  outside,  in  ihe  State  of  California.  The  oth- 
ers could  be  made  in  Utoh  and  New  Mexico.  The 
great  body  of  our  agricultural  lands  are  demanded 
by  the  wants  and  necessities  of  our  own  people. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President, it  is  pefectly  evi- 
dent that  we  can  find  no  place  for  the  Indians  of 
California  in  the  Territories  referred  to,  without 
infringing  on  the  rights  of  some  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales.  In  Utah  and  New  Mexico, 
they  have  earnestly  protesie.l  against  removing 
the  Indikns  within  the  bnrdersnf  the  Slate  of 
California  to  those  Territories.  The  idea  of  re- 
moving them  to  Oregon  has  met  with  a  similar 
protest  there.  We  are  bound  by  treaty  not  to 
drive  those  Indians  into  Mexican  territory.  Then 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  them  within  the  Slate  of  California, 
unless  we  infringe  on  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  within  the  Territories,  which  are 
not  represented  here.  1  am  not  disposed,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  to  urge  the  removal  of  these 
Indians  into  those  Territories,  as  at  present  advised . 

It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  while  there  is  a  doubt, 
we  have  no  right  to  force  upon  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia a  policy  off°ensive  to  the  people  of  that 
State — the  policy  of  colonizing  the  Indians  in 
military  reservations  within  the  State;  and  all  that 
we  can  do  for  the  present  is  to  preserve  peace  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  people  of  California. 
That  can  only  be  done,  as  I  believe,  by  giving 
the  Indians  such  sustenance  as  is  indispensiltle  to 
preserve  life,  and  without  which  they  will  rob  the 
while  citizens  there,  and  bring  on  wars  between 
the  whites  and  the  Indians. 

I  was  very  much  struck  with  this  policy  when 
it  was  first  presented,  but  the  difficulties  have  in- 
creased since.  As  my  colleague  has  stated,  he 
agreed  to  the  recommendation  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  Indian  aflfairs.  I  also  did,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, and  that  was  as  to  the  necessity  of  getting 
reservations  in  the  southern  section  of  the  Slate, 
where  the  Indians  could  not  be  surrounded  by 
white  population.  I  thought  that  if  the  reserva- 
tions were  made  in  the  midst  of  the  while  popu- 
lation, it  would  be  impossible  lo  preserve  them 
from  depredation.  I  believe  the  true  policy  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indians  in  California,  is  to  sustain 
them  for  the  present,  to  have  an  energetic  and 
active  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  who  will 
have  means  to  sustain  these  Indians  when  they 
are  suff'ering  for  ihe  want  of  something  to  eat,  as 
they  must  do  in  the  severity  of  the  winter  season; 
and  leave  the  future  lo  develop  what  is  to  become 
of  them.    I  am  afraid  the  prediction  of  my  col- 


league as  to  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  tribes  in  Cali- 
fornia, will  be  fully  realized.  It  is  well  known 
that  they  cannot  live  near  the  whites  without 
leading  to  collision.  There  may  be  some  point 
developed  hereafter,  east  of  the  Sierra  Nevada, 
wilhin  the  limits  of  the  State,  where  the  Indians 
moy  be  concentrated.  I  have  read  a  debate  which 
recently  occurred  in  the  Legislature  of  California, 
in  which  one  of  the  representatives  in  that  body 
slated  that  he  had  explored  a  country  east  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada,  where  the  Indians  could  be  con- 
centrated, ond  be  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
white  population.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is 
correct,  or  not;  but,  in  ihc  mean  time,  it  is  our 
duty  to  make  an  appropriation  of  at  least  §200,000 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  between  the 
Indians  iinii  the  whites.  I  think  that  is  as  far  as 
we  should  go  at  the  present  time. 

In  regard  to  the  reservations,  I  think  we  had 
belter  have  some  information  as  to  whether  the 
State  of  California  will  relinquish  her  jurisdiction 
before  we  fix,  by  act  of  Congress,  the  policy  of 
continuing  them.  The  Indians  who  have  been  con- 
centrated  already  at  one  of  them  (and  but  one  has 
I  been  estnblisheil)  will  not  be  disturbed.  I  think, 
therefore,  it  would  be  be'terlo  limit  the  appropria- 
tion "  for  con  tinning  removal  and  subsislence,  "and 
let  others  be  removed  to  the  same  locality,  where 
they  are  out  of  the  reach  of  the  white  population; 
and  let  it  be  also  "  lo  preserve  peace  between  the 
whites  and  the  Indians,"  as  I  have  susgested. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  this  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  subject  of  considerable  difficuliy.  I 
believe  there  is  a  good  de.il  in  the  objeciiona  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr. 
Wei.ler,]  in  regard  to  our  right  to  accept  the 
cession  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the.'e  reser- 
vations wilhin  the  limits  of  a  State.  That  is  a 
question  of  some  doubt.  It  is  manifest,  too,  that 
it  is  impossible  that  we  cjin  carry  out  this  policy, 
even  if  we  should  believe  that  we  had  the  power, 
without  the  consent  of  California;  and  it  seems 
doubtful,  from  what  we  hear  from  her  Senators, 
whether  that  consent  will  be  given.  Ui<der  these 
circumstances,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that 
whatever  appropriation  we  make  should  be  given 
to  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the  Department, 
restricting  it  to  removal,  subsistence,  and,  I  would 
add,  settlement,  for  it  may  be  that  some  mode  of 
carrying  oTit  these  reservations  may  be  discovered 
that  will  prove  acceptable  lo  the  State  and  the 
Indians.  In  my  State, and  not  far  from  my  home, 
there  is  still  an  Indian  tribe,  which  holds  its  lands 
under  charier  from  the  Stale,  eoverned  by  trustees. 
This  was  the  old  policy  of  Virginia.  It  may  be 
that  the  Stale  of  California,  and  other  Slates  in 
which  Indians  are  situated,  may  resort  to  some 
expedient  of  this  sort;  and  when  they  do  bo,  it 
may  be  that  we  can  aid  them  with  these  appropri- 
ations. At  present,  as  it  is  entirely  doubtful  what 
is  best  to  be  done,  it  seems  to  me,  whatever  appro- 
priation we  make,  should  be  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Department;  and  therefore  I  would  not  moke 
it  too  large,  especially  ns  I  understand  there  is  a 
large  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent 
which  has  not  yet  been  accounted  for.  I  under- 
stand the  Department  does  not  know  where  it  is. 
It  has  not  been  accounted  for. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  should  be  reluc- 
tant lo  go  further  than  the  Committee  on  Imlian 
AflTairs  have  gone;  and  the  sum  ihey  propose  I 
would  leave  to  the  discretion  of  the  Department, 
to  be  expended  for  the  retnoval,  subsistence,  or 
settlement  of  the  Indians,  1  would  say;  because  if 
it  should  turn  out  to  be  practicable  to  make  these 
reservations,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  the  best, 
most  economical,  and  humane  mode  of  disposing 
of  the  Indians.  If  it  can  be  done,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  it  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done;  but 
in  the  doubt  which  surrounds  the  whole  subject, 
I  do  not  see  that  anything  belter  can  be  done  than 
to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Department. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bright 
in  the  chair.)  The  first  question  is  on  the  amend- 
ment to  Ihe  amendment,  to  strike  out  "  125,"  nnd 
insert  "200." 

Mr.  HUNTER.  In  regard  to  that,  I  do  not 
think  that  1  should  be  willing  to  increase  the  sum 
under  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Two  hundred  thousand  dollnrs  is 
the  estimate  of  the  Deparimenl.  I  am  willing  to 
leave  the  expenditureof  the  money  precisely  rb  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  says— with  the  Department. 
The   eetimate  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
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affairs  was  |500,OUO;  the  Department,  in  its} 
ment,  thought  best  to  limit  it  to  |200,000.  1  am 
•Dtirely  wilungto  leave  it  to  the  head  of  the  De- 
portmeni,  as  the  Senator  suggests;  but  certainly, 
if  there  ore  one  half  of  the  Indians  reported  to 
be.there — the  superintendent  reports  one  hundred 
thousand,  which  is  one  fourth  of  the  Indians 
within  the  whole  territory  of  the  United  Slates — 
it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  superintendent  to  do 
anything  beneficial  to  them  with  so  small  a  sum. 
If  we  leave  it  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  it  seems  to  me  we  should 
give  him  the  amount  for  which  he  has  estimated. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  regret  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs  has  been  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  Senate  Chamber  just  at  this 
porticidar  moment;  for  as  he  had  this  matter  more 
particularly  under  his  charge,  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  are  not  prepared  to  speak  to  it 
so  definitely.  I  wish,  however,  lo  remark  that  I 
cannot  see  the  necessity  of  appropriating  the 
amount  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, and  for  this  reason:  There  is  yet  unac- 
counted for,  if  I  remember  ariglC,  about  $180,000, 
in  the  hands  of  the  super^tendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs  of  California.  Now,  it  is  proposed  by  the 
committee  to  appropriate  $125,000  more,  making 
about  $300,000.  The  question  for  us  to  decide  is, 
not  how  much  we  shall  ultimately  appropriau  for 
the  protection  and  subsistence  of  the  large  number 
of  Indians  in  California,  but  how  much  vie  shall 
appropriate  for  the  coming  fiscal  yew.  The  pres- 
ent fiscal  year  will  soon  expire,  and,  for  aught  we 
knoWj  there  may  b«  of  the  appropriation  made 
for  this  fiscal  year  a  large  balance  yet  remaining. 
We  ore  acting  in  the  dark  in  making  these  large 
appropriations.  I  think  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Anairs  have  recommended  the  largest  sums  that 
prudence  would  dictate,  until  we  have  some  ac- 
count of  what  has  become  of  the  money  already 
appropriated.  I  feel  confident  that  the  Superin- 
tendent will  not  be  able  to  appropriate  and  expend 
profitably  for  the  Government,  before  the  end  of 
the  next  fiscal  year,  on  amount  exceeding  that 
now  in  his  hands,  and  this  sum  of  $135,000, 
making  $305,000  in  all.  So  that  I  think,  with 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  Senate  must  be  im> 
pressed  with  the  belief  that  the  appropriation  for 
the  fiscal  year  will  be  large  enough  when  we  have 
appropriated  this  sum  of  $135,000.       ' 

Mr.  WELLER.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  SLIOELL.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  the  propriety  of  postponing 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  shall  notinterfere  with  that 
suggestion,  but  I  wish  simply  to  remark,  in  an- 
swer to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  that  a  laiige 
portion  of  the  expenses  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  plan,  was  necessarily  incurred  in  the  first  year. 
They  had  to  purchase  stock 

Mr.  WALKER.  WUl  the  Senator  allow  me 
a  word ) 

Mr.  WELLER.    Certainljr. 

Mr.  WAUCBR.  I  am  not  making  any  oppo- 
sition at  all  to  this  policy.  For  my  own  part,  as 
I  remarked  before,  I  think  it  is  the  last  hope  the 
Government  has  of  reconcijing  its  relations  with 
the  Indians;  and  I  should  regret  most  exceedingly 
to  see  it  broken  up  by  the  action  of  California. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  prudence  as  totheamount 
which  we  shall  appropriate  for  the  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Entertaining  the  opinions 
which  I  have  expressed  in  regard  to  the  practica- 
bility of  this  plan,  and  its  being  the  only  one 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  preserve  these  Indians 
from  extermination,  I  am  anxious  that  the  re- 
sponsibility should  be  thrown  upon  the  Legisla- 
ture of  California.  If  they  are  disposed  to  break 
down  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  only  practicable 
way  of  preserving  the.  Indians;  if  they  prefer  to 
throw  them  back  dependent  on  the  mere  meiev  of 
the  settlers  there,  let  them  say  so,  and  I  shall 
abandon  it,  of  course,  at  once.  I  have  heretofore 
defended  it  as  the  only  practicable  Way.  If  those 
who  are  the  immediate  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  California  do  not  see  proper 
to' give  the  consent  of  that  State  to  the  reserva- 
tions, as  a  matter  of  course  the  Oovernmeni  will 
be  saved  the  trouble  of  making  any  future  appro- 
priations, and  the  tjme  will  very  speedily  come 
when  there  will  be  no  Indians  there.  I  propose, 
therefore,  that,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate,  this  amendment  be  withdrawn  for  the 


present,  to  be  renewed  hereafter  when  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  may  be 
here. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  is  not  necessary.  Let 
the  Senator  move  to  postpone  the  bill  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  postpona  its 
further  consideration  until  oneo'dock  to-morrow. 

The  motion  viras  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSton. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SLIDELL, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  May  I,  18541 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication firom  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  a  reaolutionof  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  5th  instant,  estimates, 
prepared  from  the  muster-rolls  nnd  vouchers  filed 
in  the  War  Department,  principally  by  the  Dele- 
pate  in  Congress  from  tne  Territory  of  Oregon, 
showing  the  amount  of  claims  for  services  of  vol- 
unteers, and  for  supplies  furnished  fur  their  use 
in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  the  Rogus 
River  Valley,  in  that  Territory. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  commu- 
nication was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  the  following 
bills;  which  thereupon  received  the  signature  of 
the  Speaker: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Graflen  Baker;  and 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  expenses  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Territorial 
Assembly  of  Oregon  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws; 
and  also,  to  adjust  the  expenses  of  collecting  and 
printing  certain  laws  and  archives  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon. 

ROADS  IN  NEW  HBXtCO. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  before  the 
House,  under  the  special  order,  is  the  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  construction  ! 
of  certain  roads  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  ' 
which  «as  ordered  to  be,  and  which  was  read  the 
third  time;  and  the  question  being  upon  its  pas- 
sage, the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 1  understand  from  the  Delegate  from  Ore- 
gon [Mr.  Lame]  that  the  bill  to  which  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  the  House  this  morning  refers, 
has  been  already  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  I  therefore  propose  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  estimates  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  so  that 
they  may  be  sent  to  the  same  committee  to  which 
the  bill  was  referred. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimoos  wish  of 
the  House  that  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hodstoic]  be  followed  in  ref- 
erence to  this  bul?  If  not  objected  to,  that  order 
will  be  made  without  the  formality  of  going  through 
a  reconsideration. 

PROTECTION  ON  THE   NEW  JERSEY  COAST. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  on  the  New  Jersey 
coast  from  shipwreck.  The  recent  disasters  upon 
our  coast  fully  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  action 
upon  this  sa^ect  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  object,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Helton]  took  occa- 
sion, when  I  sought  to  introduce  a  similar  propo- 
sition, to  make  objection. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.'RiCBAHDsoH]  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  sought  an  oppor- 
tunity to  repay  the  gentleman  for  some  time,  and 
I  now  reptiy  him. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  rae  to  introduce 
the  resolution  indicated  by  me. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  a  suspension  of  the 


rules,  this  day  was  set  apart  as  a  special  order 
for  the  consideration  of  territorial  business;  and 
it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule*, 
unless  the  object  be  to  reconsider  the  steps  taken 
by  the  House  with  regard  to  the  special  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  Is  it  not  in  order  to  have  the  com- 
mittees called  upon  for  reports.' 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  further  territo- 
rial business,  and  the  House  are  not  disposed  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  Chair  would  state  that  it  would  be 
in  order  to  callVipon  committees  for  reports. 
THE  ATMOSPHERIC  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  intrusted 
with  the  memorial  of  a  citizen  of  the  State  which 
I  in  part  represent — James  S.  Richardson — the 
inventor  of  the  atmospheric  telegraph,  who  aske 
the  aid  of  the  Government  to  enable  him  to  make 
an  experimental  demonstration  of  the  efficacy  of 
that  machine  for  the  instantaneous  transmission 
of  letters,  packages,  and  mails.  As  there  seems 
to  be  no  one  standing  committee  of  the  House  to 
which  this  subject  of  inquiry  is  more  appropriate 
than  another.  Task  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  for  the  introduction  of  the  following  reso- 
tion,  making  a  reference  of  the  matter  to  a  select 
committee: 

Retohed,  TliRI  the  memorial  of  Jsmes  8.  Riehanlwmr 
(lie  Inventor  of  the  Ummiiherle  telefrapb,  sakinf  aid  of 
llie  Govnrnmfinl  for  the  purp<Mr  oTlestinc.  on  an  elten>:iv» 
Fcale,  ilift  elRcncy  of  the  invention  for  the  rapid  tranrmit- 
•ion  orpacl(agp»,  leitcn,  moila,  &c.,lie  referred  to  aaelecc 
coimnillee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  trouble  the  House 
with  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  then  be  received  and 
referred  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BANKS.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  see  that  this  is  a  subject  which  is  not 
more  appropriate  to  any  one  standing  committee 
of  the  House  than  to  any  other. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  think  it  appropriate  to 
any  committee.  I  do  not  think  that  this  House 
has  anything  to  do  with  inventions.  This  Gov- 
ernment was  not  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
making  experiments  with  new  inventions. 

The  SPEAKER.    There  being  objection,  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution  is  not  in  order. 
TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  PARLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  in  order 
to  move  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  special  order.' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  business  spe- 
cially in  order. 

Mr.  FARLEV.  Then  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Farley]  will  withilraw  his  mo- 
tion, to  allow  me  to  call  for  the  special  order. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  withdraw  my  motion  for 
that  purpose, 

ROADS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.     I   now  demand  the- 
special  order,  which  is,  I   believe,  the  vote  upon 
the  passage  of  a  bill  for  the  construction  of  foods 
in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  reod  by  its  title,  as 
follows: 

"Bill  for  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico." 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Were  not  the  yeas  and 
nays  ordered  on  the  passage  of  this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.    Such  is  the  case.    On  the  . 
passage  of  this  bill  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  in  txlenn,  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  have  wegone  so 
far  in  the  consideration  of  this  bill  as  to  oraer  the 
yeas  and  nays? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  recollect  having  the  impres- 
sion on  my  mind  that  I  intended  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  second  appropriation  of  $12,000 — that  is, 
as  much  of  the  bill  as  aolborizea  the  sinking  of 
wells  along  the  road. 

The  SPEAKER.  On  the  7ih  day  of  March 
last  this  bill  was  under  consideration;  and  then  it 
was  ordered  to  be  read,  and  was  read  a  third  time; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  its  pas- 
sage, when  the  House  adjourned. 
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Mr.  HAVEN.  I  certainly  had  it  on  my  mind 
that  I  intended  to  move  to  strikeout  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  second  clause,  allowing  the  sinking  of 
wells. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  When  1  had  occasion  to 
trespass  on  the  House  on  this  subject,  when  the 
bill  c»me  before  the  House,  I  reaii  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Sumner,  who  is  intrusted  with  this  bureau, 
showing  the  propriety  of  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  recollect  the  fact,  but  that 
does  not  meet  the  point  at  which  I  was  aiming. 
I  thought  it  unauthorized  to  dig  wells  along  the 
line  of  these  road.s. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  The  fact  was  then  stated  to 
the  House,  that  the  roads  in  this  country  pas.s 
over  deserts,  and  wells  are  as  necessary  there  as 
the  roads  themselves,  becau.ie  such  roads  could 
not  be  used  u  nless  there  be  artificial  means  of  sup- 
plying water. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  think  we  might  as  well  au- 
thorize public  houses  to  be  built. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  73,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  James  C.Allen,  Appletoii,  Ball,  Banks, 
Bpnuou,  Brpckinridgo,  Camphell,  Curponler,  Cliri.s]nan, 
Clark.  Clitigninn,  Cook.  Corwiil,  Curlis,  Cillting.  IJickiii- 
son,  [liBiii'y,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Kdmandt*,  Thomas  D.  Eliot, 
Ellison,  Parley,  Ftinton,  Flagler,  Franklin.  Grceti,  Green- 
wood, Aaron.  Harlan.  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Henn,  Hiesler,  Howe,  niii;hes,  In^tersoll,  Jrdinson,  Mc- 
Dougall,  Mace, Mittdle-swarth,  John  G.  Miller,  ?inith  Mil- 
ler, Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Peckham,  Pen- 
ntrtclon,  John  Perkins,  Phillips,  Kecse.  Richardson,  Kid- 
dle. David  Rilchie,  Sabin,  .Sapp,  Seynionr,  Gerrit  Smith, 
Williani  Smith,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Heslnr  I-..  Stevens, 
Slratlnn,  John  I..  Taylor,  Thnraton,  ITph.im,  Wado, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Ellihu  B.  Washbume,  Wells,  John 
Wenlworlh,  and  Hendrick  R.  Wri)!lil— 73. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  David  J.  Bailey,  Belcher,  Boyce, 
Brooks,  (^askie,  »Jhiirehwell,Cobb,  Colqnitl,  Cox.  Ciillori), 
John  G.  Davis,  Dowdell,  Dunham,  Kastiiian,  Ertj;erton.  Ed- 
mundsoii,  Giddini:s,Gnode,  Grow,  Hamilton,  Haven,  Hen- 
dricks, Hibbard,  Houston,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glaney  Jones,  Kerr,  Killredi;e,  Knox,  Kurtz, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  McCulloch.  MeNair.  Matteson,  Maurice, 
MHlsnn,  Murray,  Bishop  Perkins,  Powell,  Prair,  Ready, 
Bobbins,  R(i);ers.  RulTlii,  Seward,  Shaw,  Skellon,  Snod- 
erass,  Richard  Fi.  Stanton,  Andrew  Smart,  John  J.  Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Vail,  Vaosant,  Wbeeler, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Znllicoffer— 59. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time: 

An  act  for  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  1  move  to  amend  the-tille  by 
inserting  the  word  "military"  before  the  word 
"roads." 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  the  words  "and  wells"  after 
the  word  "  roads,"  so  that  it  shall  read  "An  act 
for  the  construction  of  certain  military  roads  and 
wells  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico." 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  pointof 
order.  Is  it  in  order  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
after  the  decision  of  the  Chair  has  been  announced 
upon  the  vote? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  had  not  an- 
nounced the  decision,  and  the  yeas  and  nayswere 
demanded  in  time. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Phillips]  will  withdraw  his  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nnys,  and  let  us  ascertain  the 
result  by  a  simple  division. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  withdraw  the  demand, 
and  ask  fur  a  division. 

The  question  was  again  put;  and,  on  a  division, 
sixty-three  rose  in  theaffirmative. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  Churchwell,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  82,  noes  49. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  title,  as 
amended;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  a  resolution  calling  for  information  in 
regard  to  Territories  is  now  "in    order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it 
would  not  be  in  order.  It  would  not  be  in  order 
under  the  special  order  of  the  House. 

ROGUE  RIVEB  INDIAN  WAR. 

Mr.  BISSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 


tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  a 
!  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  and 
I  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
;  state  of  the  Union: 

A  bill   to  authorize   the   Secretary  of  War  to 
.  settle  and  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  Rogue  River 

Indian  war. 
!  MILITARY  ROAD  IN  OREGON. 

Mr.  BISSELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  without  amendment.  House  bill  (No. 
]  n9)  "to  provide  for  thecontinualion  of  the  military 
road  from  Myrtle  creek  to  Scottsburg,  in  Oregon 
Territory;"  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

RIGHTS  OF  NEUTRALS. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House — I  know  that  it  can- 
not be  done  except  by  unanimous  consent — to 
offer  resolutions  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  requesting  information  only. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  will  be  read  for  in- 
formation. 

The  resolutions  were  read  by  the  Clerk,  as 
follows: 

fleTo/t-erf,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House,  as  far  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  public  interest, 
j  copiesof  all  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  this 
Government  and  foreign  Governments  on  the  subject,  ac- 
corded by  declaration  or  otherwise,  to  neutrals,  and  the. 
rights  claimed  by  belligerents  in  the  war  pending  between 
certain  European  Powers.  ^ 

Resolved,  I'liat  the  President  be  also  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  Hi>usc,  as  far  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  nut  be 
incotnpatihie  with  Jhe  public  interest,  copies  of  such  instruc- 
tions OS  have  he«?n  furnished  by  the  Department  of  .State  to 
our  representatives  abroad,  in  relation  to  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  as  well  as  all  such  dispatches  as  have  been  received 
from  said  representatives  tiy  the  Department  of  Stale. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
question  will  be  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  adopted. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS  AGAIN. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
bills  which  have  been  reported  this  morning  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs [Mr.  Bissell]  are  to  be  acted  on  this  week, 
in  the  disposition  of  territorial  business? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  can  only  say  to  the  gentle- 
man that  such  is  the  hope  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  hope  that  the  bills 
will  be  printed.  Nobody  here  knows  anything 
about  them  except  the  gentleman  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  there  is  no  sort  of  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  having  them  printed.  They  are 
short  bills,  and  the  lime  during  which  they  are  to 
be  acted  on  is  not  long.  Therefore  we  thought 
that  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  necessary  to  have 
them  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  notobjected  to,  the  usual 
order  will  be  made  for  the  printing  of  the  bills 
referred  to. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  move  that  tlie  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
for  the  consideration  of  territorial  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring a  single  territorial  bill,  which  is  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  before  his  motion  is  acted  on. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  will  withdraw  it  until  that 
bill  ia  referred. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman 
i  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batly]  were  adopted,  and  to  j 

lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 
I      The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

A  bill  of  the  following  title  was  then  taken  from  ! 
^  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second   time 
I  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union: 

An  act  to  establish  the  office  of  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  New  Mexico,  to  grant  donations  to  actual 
settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  FARLEY.     I  now  renew  my  motion. 

Mr.  RI€HARDSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  will  withdraw  that  motion  till  the  com- 


mittees have  an  opportunity  to  report  all  the  terii- 
torial  bills  which  are  ready,  that  we  may  getlhem 
upon  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  will  withdraw  it,  if  there  ore 
any  more  territorial  bills  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  desire  to  report  two  more 
bills  of  a  territorial  character  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflaire;  and  ask  that  they  may  take 
the  same  direction  as  those  which  I  reported  just 
now. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
then  reported  bills  of  the  following  titles;  which 
were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  reRpect- 
ive  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  mili- 
tary road  in  the  Territory  of  Utah;  and 

A  bill  to  refund  to  theTerritory  of  Utah  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  suj}pressing  Indian  hostilities, 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  now  renew  my  motion  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House.resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  ^s  ogreed  to. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Phelps  in 
the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  first  in  order  for 
consideration  is  House  bill  No.  164,  "  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  continuing  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  in 
accordance  with  the  estimates  made  by  the  War 
Department." 

The  bill  was  then  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Anamendment is  reported 
by  the  committee  to  strike  out  all  of  the  bill  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the  following: 

That  the  Inllowing  sums  of  money  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appropriated  for  continuing  liio  construction  of 
roads  in  tlie  Territory  of  Minnesota,  to  wit : 

For  the  continuation  of  the  road  from  Point  Douiilas,  on 
Uie  Mississippi  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Louis  river, 
of  Lake  Superior,  .•■}0,000. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  road  from  Point  Douglas  to 
Fort  Gaines,  now  Fort  Ripley,  JIU.OOO.  , 

For  Uie  continuation  of  the  road  from  the  mouth  of 
Swan  river  to  the  VViiinebagn  agency,  ^.S.OOO. 

For  tile  continuaUon  of  the  road  from  Wabashaw  to 
Meiidota  .*15,000. 

The  continuation  of  the  construction  of  said  roads  to  be 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  pursu- 
ant to  contracts  to  be  made  by  him,  or  under  his  direction: 
Provided,  That  so  much  of  any  former  acta  as  reqttire  the 
first-mentioned  road  to  terminate  at  the  falls  or  rapida  of 
said  St.  Louis  river,  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  themonth  of  March  last 
we  had  under  consideration,  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  territorial 
business.  At  that  time  a  question  of  order  was 
raised  as  to  what  latitude  of  discussion  could  be 
allowed  when  a  special  order  was  under  consid- 
eration. The  present  occupant  of  the  Chair  then 
ruled  that,  under  the  order  of  the  House,  he  would 
be  compelled  to  restrict  debate  to  the  bill  under 
consideration.  In  that  decision  the  committee 
then  acquiesced.  The  Chair  feels  it  his  duty  to 
make  this  statement  now  in  advance  of  any  discus- 
sion, so  that  gentlemen  of  the  committee  may  be 
aware  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  which  was 
sustained  on  a  former  occasion. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  I  will  endeavor  to  explain  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  Committee  on  Territories  to 
report  this  bill  back  to  the  House  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass.  There  are  four  roads 
named  in  the  bill,  which  are  all  of  a  military  char- 
acter, necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  transportation  of  troops  and  mil- 
itary stores,  and  necessary  also  for  the  protection  of 
settlers  in  that  section  of  the  country,  which,  it  ia 
well  known  to  the  committee,  isquite  new. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  proposes  to 
make  an  appropriation.for  the  continuation  of  the 
construction  of  these  roads.  The  first  appro- 
priation made  by  Congress  for  their  construction 
was  in  July,  1850;  anil  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  same  purpose  was  also  made  in  January,  1853. 
The  ajipropriation  made  in  July,  18.50,  amounted 
in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $35,000;  and  the 
appropriation  of  January,  1853,  amounted  in  the 
aggregate  to  the  sum  of'^J40,000.  It  is  now  ap- 
parent, as  exhibited  by  the  estimates  coming  from 
the  Topographical  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  that  further  appropriations 
are  necessary,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the 
sum  of  $50,000.     If  gentlemen  will  turn   to  the 
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third  volume  of  the  doeumenU  nccompaDyingthe 
Pmrdent'a  mcBsage,  ihey  will  find  on  pAgeffour 
and  fiva  that  the  sums  named  in  the  bill  are 
there  recommended  to  be  appropriated  by  this 
Congrea*.  And  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Dele- 
gate from  Minnesota,  by  ih«Colonel  of  the  Bureau 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  the  opinion  ia  ex- 
pressed tnat  these  sums  named  in  the  bill  are  the 
sums  which  can  be  judiciously  expended  during 
the  present  year.  The  committee  will  find,  also, 
on  pages  twenty-eightand  twenty-nine  of  the  same 
document,  a  letter  from  J.  H.  Simpson,  of  the 
Corps  of  Civil  Engineers,  dated  St.  Paul,  Sep- 
tember 17, 1853,  stating  the  progress  that  hua  been 
made  in  the  construction  of  these  roads. 

In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  bureau,  a 
bill  has  been  drawn,  and  the  sums  recommended 
in  that  report  are  embraced  in  the  bill;  so  that,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  which  have  been  already 
appropriated,  including  the  sums  which,  by  this 
bill,  are  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  the  whole 
expenditure  thusfarwillamount  to  $125,000.  The 
estimates  for  the  building  of  these  four  roads 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  the  Kim  of  $189,114. 
As!  before  said, thesums  which  have  been  already 
expended,  with  those  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  appropriate,  will  amount  to  $135,000.  And 
this  will  leave  the  sum  of  $64,000  to  be  appro- 
priated hereafler,  which  amount  will — as  1  under- 
stand, from  the  best  information  1  can  obtain — 
complete  the  roads. 

And  I  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mitiee  to  the  fact,  that  this  is  notanew  project,  but 
is  merely  a  proposition  to  continue  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  that  have  been  already  commenced. 
There  are  one  or  two  amendments  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  which  I  also  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  members.  The  first  of  these  amend- 
ments is  in  relation  to  the  termination  of  the  road 
which  commences  at  Point  Douglas,  and  leads  to 
the  falls  or  rapids  of  the  St.  Louis  river  of  Lake 
Superior.  The  former  appropriations  required  the 
road  to  terminate  at  the  falls  or  rapids  of  the  St. 
Louis  rivgr;  but  it  is  now  proposed  to  change  the 
road,  and  instead  of  having  its  termination  at  that 
]>oint,  to  have  its  termination  at  the  mouth  of  said 
river,  at  its  connection  with  Lake  Superior. 
'  The  reasons  of  this  change,  are  these:  If  the 
road  terminated  at  the  falls  or  rapids  of  the  St. 
Louis  river,  it  would  not  terminate  at  good  navi- 
gation, and  would  involve  the  necessity  of  trans- 
fortation  around  the  falls  of  the  St.  Louis  river, 
f,  on  the  contrary,  the  terminus  is  at  Lake  Su- 
perior, then  the  road  terminates  at  good  navigation, 
and  saves  the  cost  and  trouble  of  transportation 
around  the  falls,  and  will  be  of  great  convenience 
to  that  section  of  the  country,  which  is  rapidly 
becoming  settled.  There  is  another  fact  in  favor 
of  this  change  of  termination.  It  is  this:  that  the 
lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Superior,  where 
it  is  pro|>osed,  by  the  amendment,  to  have  the 
road  terminate,  have  been  reserved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  military  purposes. 
This  ia  the  most  important  amendment  that  has 
been  proposed, and  it  meets,  as  I  understand,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  settlers  in  that  section  of 
the  country,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  here,  who  have  given  the 
matter  in^esti|ation  and  consideration.  I  will 
state  that  all  of  these  roads  are  of  a  military  char- 
acter. The  one  from  Point  Douglas  to  Fort 
Oaines  is  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Government,  because  it  terminates  near  to  the 
Chippewa  agency.  The  one  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Swan  river  terminates  at  an  important  point 
near  the  Winnebago  agency.  The  road  from  Wa- 
bashaw  to  Mendota  is  also  a  military  road,  which 
will  be  of  great  convenience  to  the  Government. 

I  will  detain  this  committee  but  for  a  few  mo- 
menU  longer,  principally  ^r  the  purpose  of  read- 
ing a  short  letter  from  the  civil  engineer  at  Minne- 
sota, Mr.  Emerson,  which  he  addresi^ed  to  the 
Delegate  from  that  Territory,  explanatory  of  the 
reaaons  for  the  change  of  location  of  the  first 
named  road.    He  says; 

St.  Paul,  MiicssaoTA,I>«temi«r38, 1859. 

Sir:  Havins  l>een  engaged  fiir  tlie  la»t  itiree  years  upon 
the  survey  nf  l^)vernment  mads  in  this  Territory  ns  a  civil 
engineer,  I  wish,  respectfully,  to  recommend  to  you  a 
change  In  the  tenniaiia  of  Hie  Point  nouglas  and  St.  Louis 
river  road. 

This  road  is  now  surveyed,  and  located  on  the  Su  Louis 
river,  almva  navigation  on  Lalie  Superior,  and  cannot  be 
approaelMd  ih>m  the  lake  without  going  into  the  Indian 
coiiDUjr. 


There  is  no  advantage  whatever  to  lie  derived  from  its 
present  location  on  ihls  river;  wtiereas,  if  it  should  be 
changed,  so  as  to  nin  to  the  mouth  of  the  i^t.  Louis  river,  it 
would  terminate  aiagood  liarbur  on  thai  iaite,  and  l>e  of 
great  Bdvaniasc  lu  tile  many  seulers  who  will  soon  be  upon 
the  borders  or  Uiis  lake. 

I  hava  nn  doubt  but  what  the  expense  aC  making  the 
road  would  be  much  leaa  on  the  proposed  route  thaa  oa 
now  located. 

Very  lespoctlblly,  your  obedient  eervant, 

C.  L.  EMEBSON,  CiM  Aigfoeer. 
Hon.H.M.HlOB,M.C. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  other  facta, 
having  a  bearing  upon  this  matter,  which  need  be 
stated;  and  I  will  simply  say,  in  conclusion,  that, 
from  the  investigation  which  1  have  given  to  the 
subject,  I  have  oecome  perfectly  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
retain  the  floor  for  a  few  momenta,  until  I  can  pro- 

rund  to  him  a  question  or  two  for  information, 
notice,  in  this  bill,  that  all  these  appropriations 
are  for  the  con(>niui<ion  of  the  roads,  and  not  one 
for  the  com;i/r(ion  Of  a  single  one  of  them.  The 
information  I  desire  is,  what  these  roads  are  to 
ci'St?  How  much  more,  in  addition  to  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  made,  and  to  the  proposed 
one,  will  be  required,  in  order  to  complete  them? 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  stated  in  my  remarks,  which 
I  presume  were  not  heard  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  for  the  completion  of  these  roads 
the  sum  of  $64,000  will  be  necessary. 

Mr.  LETCH  I<:R,     In  addition  to  the  present.' 

Mr.  FARLEY.  In  addition.  The  estimate  of 
the  whole  cost  of  these  roads  is  $189,000. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    That  will  complete  all? 

Mr.  FARLEY.  It  will.  If  this  appropriation 
is  made  next  year,  or  at  some  future  time,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  appropriate  some  $64,000  more. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  agreeing  with 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was 
put,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  the  bill, 
it  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

INDIAN  AGENTS. 

The  next  business  in  order  upon  the  Calendar, 
was  House  bill  (No.  292)  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  number  of  Indian 
agents. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  remark  to  the  Chair  (hat 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  report  the  bill,  for  I  ob- 
serve in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  of  Thurs- 
day or  Friday,  that  two  sections  were  introdutied 
into  the  general  Indian  appropriation  bill, making 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  the  difiTerent  In- 
dian agents,  whose  appointment  is  provided  for 
in  this  bill.  The  sections  to  which  I  have  referred 
have  been  adopted  iii  the  Senate.  The  bill  will 
come  back  to  this  House,  and  they  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  passing  upon  the  subject  when 
it  is  returned.  I  suggest  the  propriety  of  laying 
aside  this  bill.  I  would  move  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  if  there  were  any  table  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  I  see  no  objection  to  its  being 
passed  over. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  bill  will  be  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the 
House,  where  it  can  be  disposed  of. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

CHIPPEWA  INDIANS. 

The  next  bill  coming  up  in  order,  was  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title  of 
the  Chippewa  Indians  to  the  lands  owned  and 
claimed  by  them  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
and  Slate  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  their  domestica- 
tion and  civilization. 

The  bill  was  then  read  entire. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  suppose  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
move  an  amendment.  I  desire  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  the  bill,  and  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  giving  me  an  opportunity,  I  move  pro 
firrma  to  strike  out  the  first  paragraph  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
have  reported  this  bill,  and  recommended  unani- 
mously its  passage.  It  proposes  to  introduce  a 
new  feature  in  our  Indian  relations.  It  is  not, 
however,  without  precedent  that  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government  should  inilicate 
to  the  Executive  the  manner  and  terms  upon 
which  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  should  be 
negotiated .    We  have  several  precnleiits  for  it. 


The  propositions  contained  in  this  bill  have  been 
sugj^ested  by  many  persons  who  reside^within  the 
limits  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota;  and  will,  I 
am  informed,  if  the  biil  passes,  meet  the  sanction  uf 
the  white  settlers  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Indians.  It  proposes  that  the  President  shall  enter 
into  negotiations  with  the  Chippewa  Indiaas,  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  title  to  the  lands 
which  they  own  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota, 
and  to  a  small  portion  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
It  further  proposes,  that  when  their  title  shall 
have  been  extinguished,  to  make  agrant  of  eighty 
acres  of  liuid  to  each  Indian  who  is  the  head  of  a 
family  as  a  homestead.  The  object  is  to  interest 
the  Indians  in  the  actual  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
We  are  informed  that  those  who  reside  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lake  Superior  have  been  found  to  be 
valuable  laborers.  Their  labor  has  been  already 
turned  into  very  useful  channels,  in  digging  copper 
ore,  and  in  disidiarging  the  duty  of  menials.  The 
committee  desire  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to 
remain  on  their  own  lands,  and  cultivate  the  same; 
and  we  are  informed  that  such  is  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  Minnesota, 

The  bill  directs  the  President  to  allow  each  head 
of  a  family  the  reservation  of  eighty  acre8;and  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  against  any  fraud  which 
may  be  attempted  to  be  practiaed,  now  or  hereaf- 
ter, on  the  Indians  by  the  whites,  the  bill  makes 
this  reserved  land  inalienable  in  the  hands  of  the 
Indians  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

it  also  contains  a  further  stipulation,  that  the 
annuities  which  are  proposed  to  be  paid  these 
Indians,  for  their  title  to  the  remainder  of  their 
lands,  shall  be  paid  either  in  money;  or,  if,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  it  will  be  more  con- 
ducive to  their  interest,  in  goods,  provisions,  or 
means  of  subsistence. 

The  President  is  also  authorized  to  expend  a 
portion  of  the  money  which  may  be  due-these 
Indians,  to  have  their  lands  cleared,  fenced,  and 
cabins  erected  for  their  comfort  and  conveence. 

These  are  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill.  My 
own  impression  is,  that  if  thA  system  which  is 
contemplated  be  carried  out,  it  will  be  found  to 
work  well.  I  think  that  we  have  had  experience 
enough  that  the  policy  which  we  have  heretofore 
pursued  of  extinguishing  the  title  to  the  Indian 
lands,  removing  them  further  West,  and  paying 
them  larg;e  money  annuities,  has  been  demonstratM 
by  experiment  tobean  utterfailure.  I  believe  that 
it  has  been  the  most  fruitful  of  all  other  causes  of 
the  retrograde  movements  of  these  people  in  the 
scale  of  civilization.  They  have  made  no  progress 
on  that  account.  You  furnish  them  with  money, 
and  that  money  is  expended  in  a  week  or  two, 
or,  at  most,  a  month  after  they  have  received  it. 
Then,  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  they  live  scant- 
ily, frequently  suffering  want  and  starvation. 
Now,  if  the  President  exercises  a  sound  discretion 
when  these  treaties  shall  have  been  executed,  if  he 
appoints  a  judicious  agent,  one  who  will  look  to  the 
interestsof  the  Indiana,  we  shall  see  the  whole  of 
the  expenditures  made  for  them  really  inuring  to 
their  benefit.  We  shall  see  that  it  will  not  find  its 
way  into  the  hands  of  traders  and  speculators. 

The  territory  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  extin- 
guish this  Indian  title  is  a  very  extensive  and  val- 
uable one.  It  embraces  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  copper  region  situated  in  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota.  It  now  belongs  to  the  Indians.  The 
opening  of  the  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Sault 
St.  Mary  is  bringing  all  that  section  of  country 
into  notice.  It  is  giving  it  all  the  facilities  of 
market;  and  hundreds  and  thousands  of  persons, 
in  a  short  time,  will  be  operating  in  the  mines 
there.  Therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  treaty 
shall  be  executed  at  the  earliest  day,  and  executed 
so  that  the  Indians  may  be  allowed  to  remain, 
and  their  labor  converted  to  useful  purposes  by 
the  whites.  It  is  desirable  that  it  snail  be  made 
in  such  a  way  that  whatever  payments  be  made 
to  the  Indians  shall  enure  to  their  benefit,  and  not 
that  of  speculators. 

I  have  thus  explained  very  briefly  and  concisely 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  I  trust  that  it  may 
be  adopted  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  H  ENN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  what  is  the  area  of  the  eoanlry 
which  it  is  proposed  to  purchase  in  this  way  ? 

Mr.  ORR.  Well,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  an- 
swer that  question  specifically.  It  is,  perhaps, 
fifty  miles  square,  though  I  do  not  know  but  that 
it  i«  more  than  that.  The  Delegate  from  the  %tf 
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ritory  of  Minnesota  [Mr.  Rice]  is  better  informed 
upon  that  point  than  I  am. 

Mr.  RICE.  It  embraces  about  tweflty-five 
milUons  ol'  acres. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  bill 
through  by  paragraphs  for  amendment.  When 
the  second  clause  of  the  first  section  was  read  as 
follows: 

Second.  The  annuities  to  which  said  Indian  are  enlitlf^d 
und'-T  ext:<tin9  trvaliei},  tngrther  with  siicli  an  may  ba  al- 
lowed them  lor  the  cession  or  cessions  under  file  provisions 
of  ihis  act,  Shalt  be  equally  distributed  and  paid  them  at 
their  villages,  or  setllenients  wilhin  the  limits  of  the  ceded 
territory  :  but  th  ■  President  shall  be  invested  with  power  to 
cause  ^aid  annuities  to  be  cnnimuled  from  Uine  to  time  for 
such  articles  ol'goods,  provisions,  stock,  cattle,  im|ilemeiils 
of  agriculture,  the  clearing  and  fencing  ot' land,  and  the 
erection  or  buildings  and  other  improvements,  as  in  his 
discretion  will  eoinloce  most  to  promote  their  cuinlbrt,  civ- 
ilization,  and  perinaiieiit  welfare. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said:  (should  like  to  know  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  that  sec- 
tion IS  intended  to  be  a  section  of  law  to  control 
the  President,  or  a  mere  suggestion  to  him  in 
making  a  treaty .'  It  proposes  that  the  President 
shall  dis|)ose  of  the  annuities  now  due  to  the  In- 
dians by  treaty  stipulation,  in  a  particular  way. 
Now,  I  understand  that  all  the  annuities  due  to 
the  Indians  are  due  under  treaty  stipulations,  and 
are  to  be  paid  according  to  the  terms  of  the  trea- 
ties. We  cannot  pass  a  law,  I  apprehend,  by 
which  we  will  change  the  manner  of  paying  those 
annuities;  and  if  that  is  the  proposition  contained 
in  this  bill,  I  think  it  is  objectionable. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  bill  is  merely  advisory  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  we  could  not,  if  we  were  to  attempt  it, 
control  the  President  and  Senate  as  to  how  they 
should  negotiate  and  ratify  treaties.  It  is  merely 
advisory,  but  it  is  necessary  thn^you  should  put 
it  in  th^  shape  of  law,  so  that  the  stipulations 
which  the  President  may  propose  to  make  with 
the  Indians  shall  be  valid  and  binding  on  thistiov- 
ernment,and  the  Indian  not  deceived  by  promisM 
which  Congress  may  fail  to  redeem. 

Now,  With  reference  to  the  annuities.  If  the 
gentleman  objects  to  paying  the  annuities  now  due 
to  the  Indians  in  a  different  manner  from  that  con- 
templated by  existing  treaties,  he  can  amend  this 
section  of  the  bill  by  adding  a  proviso  making  it 
applicable  to  no  annuities  except  those  which  these 
Chippewa  Indians  may  receive  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty  which  we  expect  now  to  make  with  them. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  bill 
before  me,  and  1  cannot,  therefore,  propose  an 
amendment  at  this  moment.  I  am  (ierfecily  will- 
ing that  the  President  of  the  Unileij  States  shall, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  change  the  exist- 
ing treaties,  and  improve  the  mode  of  payment  to 
the  Indians.  I  believe  that  the  present  mode  is  a 
bad  one;  I  believe  that  it  results  badly  for  the 
Government,  and  injuriously  to  the  Indian  tribes. 
1  believe  that  large  amounts  of  the  money  paid 
out,  and  which  are  supposed  to  be  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  go  into  thepockeis  ofother 
people  for  their  personal  advantage,  and  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  interest  of  the  Indians.  If  therefore 
the  gen  ilemiin  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  and 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,Bhall  propose  any 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  paying  annuities  to 
the  Indians,  all  I  desire  is  that  they  shall  accom- 
plt»h  that  purpose  by  proper  approaches,  and  by 
that  kind  of  treaty  siipuluiion  which  shall  bind 
the  Indians.  If  I  understand  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  correctly,  that 
the  treaty  will  bind  the  Government  without  any 
law,  because  it  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land 
when  it  is  adopted  and  ratified,  then  I  certainly 
ditfer  with  him. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  suggest  an  amendment  to 
come  in  the  twenty-first  line,  which  will  meet  the 
Tiews  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hods- 
TOM,]  and  which  is  to  insert  the  words,  "  with 
the  consent  of  said  Indians."  If  the  amendment 
be  adopted,  (hen  the  payment  of  annuities  cannot 
be  changed  without  the  consent  of  the  Indians 
themselves. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  does  not 
meet  my  objection  to  this  section.  The  gentle- 
man says,  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  prevent 
the  Ind.ans  from  being  imposed  upon  and  swin- 
dled, and  that,  under  present  management,  their 
money  is  distributed  to  those  who  have  imftosed 
upon  them,  and  who  have  rendered  little  or  no 
equivalent  for  the  claims  they  hold  againat  tham. 


I  think  the  latter  part  of  this  section,  when  care- 
fully examined,  opens  the  door  just  as  widely  to 
fraud  upon  the  Indians  as  under  the  present  sys- 
tem.    What  is  it? 

"The  President  shall  be  investt^d  with  power  to  cause 
said  annuities  to  be  eomtnuted  from  lime  to  time  for  such 
ariicles  of  goods,  provisions,  stock,  cattle,  implements  of 
agriculture,  Uie  clearing  and  fencing  of  land,  and  ihe  erec- 
tion of  buildings  and  other  iniprovemenls,  as  jn  his  discM- 
lion  will  conduce  most  to  promote  their  comfort,  civiliza- 
tiun,  and  permanent  welfare." 

If  the  President  of  the  United  States  could  su- 
perintend this  commutation  in  person,  1  imagine 
that  no  imposition  would  be  practiced  upon  the 
Indians.  But  if  it  is  to  be  intrusted,  as  it  is  now 
intrusted,  to  Indian  agents  of  the  Government, 
many  of  whom,  if  report  does  them  no  injustice, 
are  interested  in  securing  their  money,  there  is 
exactly  the  same  chance  for  imposition  on  their 
part  towards  the  Indians,  as  there  is  under  the 
present  arrangement. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  my  friend  will  allow  me,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  difficulty  would  be  so  great  as 
he  apprehends.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  know 
that  we  have  occasion  to  complain  ol  our  agents 
having  acted  dishonestly  in  paying  these  Indians. 
The  reason  why  these  payments  have  not  proved 
serviceable  to  the  Indians  is,  that  as  soon  as  the 
money  reached  their  hands,  and  until  within  the 
last  three  years,  before  it  reached  their  hands,  it 
was  seized  upon  by  the  traders  located  within  the 
limits  of  their  country;  and  if  it  was  not  for  prior 
contracted  debts,  it  was  for  goods  furnished  at  ex- 
orbitant prices,  and  for  spiriious  liquors  furnished 
to  the  Indians.  If,  therefore,  the  amendment  I 
have  suggested  be  adopted,  I  cannot  see  how  it 
will  work  any  injury;  for  the  Indians,  in  one  con- 
tingency, will  be  greatly  benefited,  because  the 
President  will  be  invested  with  power  to  cause  said 
annuities  to  be  commuted  for  such  articles  of  goods, 
provisions,  stock,  cattle,  implements  of  agricul- 
ture, as  their  necessities  may  require.  When 
these  payments  are  made,  why,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  Indians  will  get  the  benefit  of  them.  I 
think  myself,  that  it  will  be  much  better  to  make 
these  payments  in  goods  and  implements  of  agri- 
culture, than  in  money  annuities. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  only  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. 1  have  had  a  little  experience  in  refer- 
ence to  paying  Indians  theirannuitiesin  goods.  I 
am  ill  favor  of  the  general  objects  of  this  bill.  I 
think  that  the  first  provision  of  this  bill  is  a  very 
proper  one,  and  that  it  is  (calculated  to  bring  the 
influences  of  civilization  over  the  Indiana  more  than 
anything  that  has  been  done  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  since  1  have  known  anything 
of  their  history  or  of  their  intercourse  with  the 
Indians.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  second  pro- 
vision does  not  meet  with  my  approbation.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  first  part  of  the  provision, 
with  the  amendments  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  down  to  the 
word  "but,"  in  the  twenty-fourth  line.  But  I 
would  strike  out  the  rest  of  the  section,  because 
all  that  I  have  seen,  impels  me  to  the  opinion  and 
the  belief  that  it  would  open  the  door  to  fraud  and 
bad  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  agents.  For  the 
agents  themselves  would  become  interested  in  the 
implements  and  provisions  to  be  furnished  to  the 
Indians,  and  would  either  make  bargains  before- 
hand, or  compel  them  totakesuch  articles  as  they  , 
wished.  With  the  exception  of  this  provision,  I 
consider  the  bill  very  wiluable,  and  I  therefore  now 
move  to  strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  second 
provision,  which  I  have  designated. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Havkn]  will  be 
adopted;  and  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  I  lake  occasion  to  say  that 
I  have  heard  of  some  of  these  agents  who  do  lake 
advantage  of  the  Indians  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. They  are  all  more  or  less  interested  in  all 
of  these  grog  shops,  and  other  establishments  in- 
troduced inlo  the  Indian  country;  and  they  carry 
away  some  share  of  the  plunder  where  there  is 
so  much  to  be  distributed.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  very  moment  you  pass  this  law,  tnc'iuiin^  the 
provision  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  these  agents 
will  become  interested  in  the  agricultural  imple- 
ments, goods,  merchandise,  and  everything  of 
that  sort  to  be  furnished  to  the  Indians;  and  they 
will  thus  reap  the  same  sort  of  profit  which  they 
are  reaping  now  from  the  distribution  of  Indian 
annuiiiea.  I  hope,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  from  New  York 


will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  latter  half  of  this 
second  section  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  not  quite  certain  my- 
self, Mr.  Chairman,  but  that  the  latter  branch  of 
the  second  section  ought  to  be  retained,  with  some 
modifications.  I  believe  that  it  is  the  better  plan 
ofthetwo,lhat  theGovernment,  instead  of  making 
cash  payments,  should  furnish  to  the  Indians  such 
goods  and  implements  as  they  require  to  improve 
their  condition.  1  am  well  convinced,  from  the 
observations  that  have  been  made  on  this  floor  on 
occasions  like  this,  that  the  present  mode  of  pay- 
ing Indians  for  our  indebtedness  to  them  is  not 
good,  and  does  ordinarily  result  very  little  to  their 
advancement  and  for  their  benefit.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  would  rather,  as  a  general  rule,  agree 
in  our  treaties  to  pay  the  Indians  so  much  of  the 
articles  that  are  necessary  to  their  comfort  and 
subsistence,  either  in  goods,  or  food,  or  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  than  pay  them  in  cash.  1 
would  carry  out  the  idea  of  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  so  as  to  let  the  annuity  to 
be  paid  them,  whether  of  §100,000  or  fSO.OOO,  or 
any  other  sum,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  be 
paid  in  such  articles  as  the  Indians  may  need. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  object  to  giving  the 
President,  or  to  the  Indian  agents,  or  superin- 
tendent, such  power  as  is  proposed  to  be  given 
by  this  proposition.  But,  if  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  will  so  modify  the  second  branch 
of  that  provision,  that  the  whole  thing  shall  be 
changed  by  treaty  with  the  Indians,  so  that  the 
annuities  shall  be  paid  in  goods,  such  as  the  In- 
dians may  need,  why  then  I  should  have  no  objec- 
tion; because  the  goods  then  might  be  purchased 
by  the  Government  in  large  quantities,  and  under 
the  direct  eye  of  the  Government  or  some  of  its 
officers.  1  believe  that  the  appropriate  control  of 
this  subject  is  now  vested  in  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment. If  this  be  true,  when  you  propose  to  pur- 
chase these  large  quantities  of  goods  and  imple- 
ments, to  discharge  the  oblisations  growing  out  of 
our  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  theSecreiary  of 
that  Department  will  exercise  such  a  supervision 
over  the  mutter  as  will  guard  against  these  frauds. 
When  the  money  is  once  invested  in  the  goods, 
then  there  is  no  other  opportunity  of  committing 
fraud.  The  frauds  which  arecommitted  now  lake 
place  at  the  time  of  the  payment  of  the  money. 
The  traders  and  the  grog-shop  keepers  are  upon 
the  ground,  watching  the  Indians.  As  soon  as 
the  Indians  get  a  handful  of  money  under  the 
treaty  stipulations,  these  traders  and  shop  keepers 
seize  upon  it;  and  before  the  poor  native  can  re- 
lieve himself  of  them,  he  is  relieved  of  his  money. 

If  the  Government  invest  the  money,  which  it 
is  obligated  to  pay,  in  goods  which  the  Indiana 
really  need,  and  must  have,  then  you  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  having  a  great  number  of 
traders  in  the  Indian  country,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  traders  to  com- 
mit f^rnuds  upon  the  Indians. 

The  only  fraud  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  is  perpetrated  in  the 
purchase  of  goods.  Whenever  you  guard  that 
point  we  are  safe,  and  the  Indians  will  get  what 
they  ought  to  have.  And,  certainly,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  large  stock  of  goods  in  this  way,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  it  could  be  done  safely. 
It  would  free  us  from  those  difficulties  which  have 
heretofore  surrounded  our  Indian  policy;  it  would 
enable  us  to  get  along  more  easily,  more  to  our 
satisfaction,  and  certainly  with  more  profit  to  the 
Indians  themselves,  than  under  the  present  system. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  will  you  do  with  those 
improvements  mentioned  in  the  bill .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  part  of  the  bill,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  be  modified.  I  would  strike 
out  the  provision  for  the  (bearing  and  fencing  of 
lands,  the  erection  of  buildings,  and  other  improve- 
ments, and  pay  the  Indians  their  annuities  in 
goods,  such  as  they  need,  and  let  them  make  their 
own  improvement  upon  the  land,  by  their  own- 
labor. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  concur  fully  in  the  views 
just  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
I  regard  this  provision  of  the  bill  which  is  proposed 
to  be  stricken  outasoneof  the  most  important 
provisions  of  it.  Some  little  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject has  convinced  me  that  more  frauds  are  per- 
petrated upon  the  Indians,  under  the  system  of 
paying  to  them  their  annuities  in  cash,  when 
gathered  together  at  a  specified  place  and  time, 
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Am  in  any  othor  my.  Then  m  not  a  sin^* 
Indian  trader,  in  the  whole  western  country,  who 
doe*  not  know  the  exact  moment  when  the  pay- 
ment from  (he  OoTcmment  is  to  be  made  to  these 
Indian  tribes.  They  know  the  agent  who  is  to 
pay,  and  when  and  where  he  is  to  pay,  and  they 
foiiow  him,  as  sharks  are  said  to  follow  a  vessel 
npon  which  is  sickness  and  death,  for  a  like  pur- 
pose, that  of  seizing'  their  prey. 

If  you  make  the  payment  in  money  to  the  In- 
dians, the  traders  are  on  hand  with  their  trinkeU, 
toys,  spiriluoa  liquors,  and  other  things  useless, 
or  worse  than  useless,  to  exchange  with  them  for 
their  money  as  soon  as  it  is  paid. 

1  submit  to  any  member  in  this  Hooss  whether 
this  exchange  can  be  so  readily  made  when  the 
articles  which  the  Indians  receive  are  cnmber- 
some  in  their  choraoter,  and  of  such  a  kind  sis 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  Indians  in  the  culti- 
vation of  their  grounds  ?  The  traders  have  no  uae 
for  such  articles.  If  we  pay  them  in  plows,  wag- 
ons, and  articles  of  that  kind,  it  is  evident  the 
traders  wiU  not  bargain  for  them,  for  they  have 
no  use  for  them,  and  consequently  do  not  want 
them.  Besides,  the  Indiana  would  better  under- 
stand and  appreciate  the  real  value  of  such  articles, 
and  would  not  be  so  readily  tempted  to  part  with 
them  as  with  money,  the  value  of  which  they  can- 
not so  readily  appreciate. 

I  regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  most  important 
which  has  ever  been  brought  into  this  House  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indian  tribes.  We  have  tried 
the  present  system  of  managing  our  Indian  affairs 
long  enough  to  satisfy  every  man  who  has  given 
the  least  attention  to  itthat  it  is  an  absolute  failure, 
and  that  these  tribes  are  gradually,  but  certainly, 
vanishing  away  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  None, 
no,  not  one,  will  soon  be  left,  if  it  is  still  followed, 
to  tell  the  taie  of  their  glories  or  their  wrongs. 

I  object  to  this  whole  system  of  annuities;  and 
I  shotud  be  glad  to  see  all  our  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians hereaner  negotiated  upon  some  other  basis 
than  tite  payment  of  annuities.  I  should  also  be 
glad  if  somearrangement  could  be  made  by  which 
all  now  payableshould  be  extinguished.  I  would 
do  away  with  them  entirely.  These  annuities,  as  a 
general  thing,  are  injurious  to  them;  and  money 
annuities  are  sspecially  so.  Instead  of  advancing 
their  civilisation,  they  generally  tmerate  to  retard 
it;  and  I  will  give  you  my  reasons  lor  this  opinion. 

You  make  a  treaty  with  a  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
pay  them  in  annuities — ^perhaps  half  or  quarter 
enough  for  their  support— just  enough  to  induce 
them  to  withhold  their  exertions  from  industrial 
pursuits,  yet  scarcely  enough  to  keep  them  from 
starvation;  a  mere  bonus  for  their  degradation, 
instead  of  a  stimulous  to  exertion  to  improvement 
and  civilization.  I  repeat,  I  should  be  glad  if  we 
could  do  away  with  thcseannuilies altogether,  and 
pay  them  whatever  we  do  pay  them  for  their  lands 
in  the  shape  of  facming  utensils,  in  the  shape  of 
instruction,  and  in  any  other  way  that  will  have 
the  effect  of  improving  and  elevating  ihem. 

The  present  system  ha*  been  an  enormous  tax 
upon  the  Treasury,  year  after  year,  and  with  no 
resulting  good,  ami  aiach  that  nas  been  demoral- 
izing and  degradingto  Indians  and  whites.  Civili- 
zation and  Ohristianizatioa  has  been  retarded,  not 
advanced. 

There  is  another  principle  in  the  bill  which  I 
regard  as  of  great  importance  in  the  relations 
we  are  hereafter  to  sustain  with  this  interesting 
people— (hat  o(  giving  each  a  distinct  interest  in 
nis  property.  I  regara  the  adoption  of  this  prin- 
ciple as  the  lAeet  anchor  of  his  salvation,  if  there 
is  to  be  any  salvation  for  him.  It  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one,  that  we  now  offer  no  inducement  for 
him  to  exert  himself  for  his  improvement  and  sup- 
port. The  idle,  the  lazy,  the  oninken  and  vicious 
litre  just  as  well  as  the  industrious  one.  The 
prudent,  t\u  sober  and  worthy,  the  economical,  is 
in  just  as  nuach  danger  of  starvation  as  the  reck- 
less and  prodigal.  So  long  as  property  is  held  in 
■common,  and  individual  interests  ^re  not  reoo^ 
nized  among  them,  there  is  no  stimulus  for  his 
exsitinns;  uiere  is  nothing  to  induce  him  to  exert 
himself,  either  to  acquire  propeNy,  or  to  retain 
what  he  has  axxfuired,  or  what  iJke  Oovemment 
has  paid  him.  All  things  are  in  common  among 
them,  and  so  long  as  they  remain  so,  there  is  noth- 
ing to  encourage,  nothing  to  stimulate,  nothing  to 
reward;  no  hope  for  the  future.  Tliere  is  no  cit- 
izenship held  out  to  them  by  the  Oovemment, 
■a  raaMsr  how  loyal,  how  wordijr,  or  bow  einl- 


ized  and  competent  for  self-government.  Always 
treat  a  ehilif  as  a  child,  and  he  will  never  be- 
come a  roan;  alwaya  treat  a  savage  as  a  savage, 
and  he  can  never  become  a  civilized  roan  and 
a  Christian;  and  so  long  as  the  present  system 
is  continued,  he  will  continue  lazy,  and  reckless, 
and  vicious,  as  they  always  have  been,  and  as 
t|)^ir  fathers  and  grandfathers  were  before  them. 

But  this' bill  will,  in  my  judgment,  open  up  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  these  people.  1  believe 
it  will  open  up  the  bright  star  of  their  solvation, 
and  that  some  portion  of  this  race,  now  rapidly 
passing  away,  may  go  down  to  posterity  fit  me- 
mentoes of  the  migbty,  and,  in  many  respects, 
noble  race,  who  once  peopled  this  vast  continent 
from  ocean  to  ocean. 

I  trust  this  bill,  amended  as  haa  been  indicated 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  wRI  be 
adopted  by  the  House;  with  that  single  exception, 
it  meets  my  approval  in  Mo.  I  think  it  will  prove 
grateful  to  the  Indiana  themselves;  and  I  believe 
that  nothing  which  has  been  done  by  this  or  anjr 
Cdngress,  will  prove  of  greater  honor  and  credit 
to  the  country,  than  the  passage  of  this  very  bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  desire  to.  weary  the  com- 
mittee, but  I  wish  to  make  One  or  two  remarka  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Haven,]  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
HouavoN,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Letcrsr.1 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  suggest  that  the  vote 
had  better  be  taken  first  upon  the  pending  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  will  give  way  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  now  move  to  strike  out,  in 
the  third  psragraph  of  the  bill,  all  after  the  word 
"  territory,"  as  follows: 

"  But  (be  Praaident  ihiill  be  Inveated  Willi  power  to  cooie 
■Sid  annuities  to  be  couimuted  from  time  to  time  for  bucIi 
srIicleH  of  gooda,  provision*,  slock,  callle,  Implements  of 
Bgricullure,  the  clearing  and  fencing  of  land,  and  the  eiee- 
tion  of  buildings  and  otfier  improveeienta,  as  in  hit  dlacre- 
tion  will  conduce  inoei  to  pnHDOte  tbeir  coaifon,  dviUzalioa, 
and  permanent  welfare." 

I  do  this  in  order  to  perfect  the  paragraph  in  a 
way  that  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  words  "  the  clearing  and 
fencing  of  land,  and  the  erection  of  buildings  and 
other  improvements."  1  desire  first  to  get  rid  of 
this  provision,  and  therefore  offer  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  is  first  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any  remarka.  What  I  have  already  said  is  suffi- 
cient for  nay  purpose. 

Mr.  RICE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reference  to  the  last  portion  of  the 
second  section.  I  concur  with  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Douham,]  in  all  that  he  has  said, 
excepting  his  remarks  in  relation  to  Indian  traders. 
Having  myself  been  one  for  many  years,  1  will 
not  here  combat  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  I 
would  now  explain  to  the  committee  the  condition 
of  the  Indians.  I  have  lived  among  them  for  years. 
Most  of  them  live  along  the  line  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions, and  in  a  very  cold  country.  Very  few 
of  them  have  received  annuities.  They  are,  so 
far  as  money  and  trade  are  concerned,  mere  chil- 
'dren.  If  money  be  appropriated  for  them,  I  say 
that  it  will  be  anticipated,  every  dollar  of  it,  before 
it  reaches  their  country.  They  will  cease  their 
hunts.  Their  labors  wiIl8top,and  indolently  loung- 
ing about  the  whisky  shnps,  they  will  anticipate 
the  receipt  of  the  money  to  be  paid  them.  If 
they  can  get  credit  for  one  dollar,  or  to  the  full 
amount,  or  for  ten  times  the  amount  they  are  to  re- 
ceive, they  will  take  it.  When  the  money  reaches 
there,  of  course  they  will  see  but  little  of  it;  con- 
set^ocntiy,  after  the  payment  they  ore  as  poor  as 
before.  Thus  they  will  go  on  from  day  to  day, 
never  looking  forward  for  one  moment  beyond  the 
next  payment. 

The  object  of  the  clause  is  to  leave  the  discre- 
tion in  the  bands  of  the  President,  or  of  such 
agenta  as  he  may  appoint,  to  change  their  annui- 
ities  as  they  progress  in  civilization.  At  first  we 
would  not  give  the  Indian  hat  and  boots;  he  would 
want  the  money  expended  in  moccasinsand  blank- 
ets. Next  year  he  would  want  cloth.  The  year 
after  he  would  want  boots  and  shoes,  hats  and 
cuats.  Hs  is  to  be  led  on  step  by  step,  as  all  past 
history  has  shown  ua  nations  are  brought  from 


barbarism  to  civilization.  In  a  few  years  he  will 
want  a  cow,  a  yoke  of  cattle,  a  house;  and  this 
clause  «(  the  bill  leavea  the  power  in  the  proper 
authorities  to  expend  the  money  so  as  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  advancing  strides  of  the  sav- 
age towards  civilization.  Therefore  I  hope  that 
it  will  not  be  atricken  out.  It  may  be  amended, 
and  perhaps  profitably  amended. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
not  be  better  to  pay  the  annuities  to  these  Indisna 
without  commutation? 

Mr.  RICE.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Would  not  the  annui- 
ties be  squandered  by  the  Indians  at  once,  inatewl 
of  their  receiving  something  every  year? 

Mr.  RICE.  As  I  understand,  the  bill  proposes 
to  pay  the  Indians  from  time  to  time,  as  their 
necessities  may  require. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  With  the  genUeman'a 
permission,  he  will  see  that  the  bill  providea  that 
the  President  shall  be  invested  with  pawer  to  com- 
mute the  annuities  from  tims  to  time,  as  the 
Indians  may  desire. 

Mr.  RICE.  That  refers  to  some  of  the  banda 
which  receive  annuities  under  former  treaties. 
The  bill  provides  that  the  annuitiea  shall  be  re- 
ceived according  to  the  necessities  of  the  Indians. 

I  will  state  another  objection.  Many  years  ago 
treaties  were  msde  with  the  Indiana,  stipulating 
that  they  should  receive  certain  articles.  Those 
treaty  stipulations  cannot  be  altered ,  except  by  the 
making  of  new  treaties.  Well ,  as  the  Indians  ad- 
vance in  civilization,  thosesrlides  become  useless 
to  them,  and  su'll  hundreds  and  thousands  of  dol- 
lars worth  of  goods  are  taken  from  the  eastern 
cities  annually  at  the  expense  of  the  Government, 
and  given  to  the.weatern  tribes.  Those  goods  ars 
perfectly  worthless  to  the  Indian.  He  aslls  them 
to  the  traders  for  one  hundredth  or  one  thousandth 
part  of  what  they  cost.  I  have  have  seen  axes 
which  cost  $1  50  apiece  in  New  York,  sold  for  five 
cents  apiece  on  the  distant  plains.  They  are  then 
taken  by  the  white  traders — "sharks,"  as  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  DunhamI  calls  them 
— to  the  settlements,  and  sold  to  the  wiiite  settlers 
there.  That  is  the  way  in  \Phich  the  traders  make 
tbeirgreat  profits.  Whereas,  if  the  Indians  should 
receive  that  which  is  necessary,  and  receive  it 
when  they  want  it,  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  them. 
If  an  Indian  takes  it  into  hiahead  that  hewillfaave 
a  house  built,  let  the  agent  build  one  for  him.  If 
he  wants  to  have  a  few  acres  plowed  and  fenced 
— and  we  all  know  the  Indians  cannot  do  these 
things  for  themselves — put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
agent  to  pursue  that  policy.  This  ia.tha  only  way 
in  which  it  can  be  done;  and  I  hope,  for  the  sake 
of  the  Indians,  that  this  clause  will  not  be  stricken 
out,  for  at  this  very  day  the  Indians  are  starving 
to  death  in  that  country  for  want  of  provisions, 
and  it  is  the  only  thing  that  can  save  them.  It 
can  be  modified,  however,  so  as  to  make  it  more 
acceptable. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  now  read  the  modifi- 
cation of  the  section  which  I  propose.  I  have 
drawn  it  up  hastily. 

Mr.  ORR.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Haven]  is  pending? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendnfent  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  will  be  pending  after 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  Houston]  shall  have  been  disposed  of.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is 
to  strike  out  a  larg^er  portion  of  the  section  than  is 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  amendment  will  make 
the  clause  read  thus: 

"But  the  President  ahaU  malce  treaties  witk  aaid  la- 
dlana,  changing  Ihe  praaentmode  of  paying  annuitiea  ao  as 
to  pay  aald  annuities  in  such  goods,  provisiona,  stock,  cat- 
tle, and  fmplementa  of  agricnltiire,  as,  in  his  di^icretion, 
will  conduce  moat  lo  promote  their  ccnnfhit,  etviliiaiion, 
and  penaaaeDt  welDve :  i'rogUed,  That  be  shall  cause  re- 
ports to  be  msde  to  Congreaa  of  each  ami  every  puicbsae  of 
goods  made  under  thia  provision,  giving  the  character  of 
goods  purchased,  the  prices  paid,  and  Ihe  paitiea  of  whom 
purchased. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Let  me  say  at  this  point  that 
I  think  that  is  unobjectionable,  and  the  difficulty 
grows  out  of  leaving  the  alternative  power  in  the 
bands  of  the  agents  to  pay  or  commute.  If  it  is 
fixed  one  way  or  the  other  it  would  be  satiafactory 
tome. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  saw  that  very  difficulty 
myself,  that  it  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
agents  to  commute  without  any  particulnr  super- 
visory p«wer  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment. I  propose  to  modify  this  clause  of  the 
bill  so  as  to  make  it  substantially  as  I  have  read  it. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    1  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  state  to  the  committee  very 
briefly  the  reasons  that  influenced  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  in  reporting  the  bill  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  presents  itself  here.  By  examining  the 
seventh  and  eighth  lines  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  "  treaties  shall  contain  the  following  pro- 
visions, and  such  others  as  may  be  requisite  and 
proper  to  carry  the  same  into  effect."  In  the 
forty-seventh  line  of  the  same  section,  it  is  pro- 
vided that:  "The  President  shall  have  power  to 
prescribe  and  enforce  such  rules  and  regulations, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing  provisions,  as 
he  may  deem  necessary  forthe  effectual  execution 
of  the  purposes  of  this  act,  which  said  rules  and 
regulations  shall  be  annually  reported  to  Con- 
gress." 

The  bill  also  extends  to  the  mixed  bloods 
among  the  Chippewa  nation.  Many  of  them  are 
intelligent.  Many  of  them  may  have  some  property 
They  are  as  much  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  as  the  Indians  themselves.  These 
personsarecapableof  managing  for  themselves.  If 
you  make  the  payment  to  them  in  money ,  they  will, 
perhaps,  dispense  it  as  judiciously  as  any  white 
man  would.  The  committee  reported  the  clirose 
in  its  present  shape,  leaving  it  an  alternative  with 
the  President,  in  the  expectation  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  iristpict  his  agents  to  pay  a  certain 
amount  to  certain  Indians  in  annuities  from  year 
to  year,  and,  to  those  who  are  capable  of  mana- 
ging for  themselves,  to  make  the  payments  di- 
rectly in  money.  That  was  the  object  the  com- 
mittee had  in  view  in  reporting  the  bill  in  ilapres- 
ent  shape.  If  it  be  more  satisfuctory,  I  have  no 
especial  objection  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  although  it  will  defeat  the 
object  which  the  committee  had  in  view  in  allow- 
ing the  President  to  make  the  payment  of  annui- 
ties in  money  to  those  who  are  competent  to  man- 
age for  themselves;  yet  n  large  proportion  of  the 
payments  to  be  made,  as  provided  in  this  bill,  will 
still  be  made,  as  the  committee  desire,  in  goods, 
implements  of  agriculture,  &c.,  &c.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  many  frauds  have  been  perpetrated 
upon  the  Indians,  and  1  doubt  not  that  they  will 
continue  to  be  perpetrated.  Wtierever  you  have 
public  money  dispensed,  you  find  that  frauds  are 
compiitted.  It  is  out  of  the  question  that  you  mn 
have  honest  agents  all  the  time,  especially  when 
they  are  removed  fifteen  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand miles  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

Many  agents,  who  have  been  in  the  service  of 
Ihe  Government  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  at  least, 
have  lived  lives  of  integrity,  and  have  preserved 
unimpeached  their  character  and  reputation  for 
honesty.  It  is  our  duty,  however,  to  guard  the 
Indians  as  effectually  as  possible  against  the  com- 
mission of  frauds  upon  them  by  those  who  are 
not  honest. 

The  object  which  the  committee  had  in  view, 
was  to  protect  the  Indians  from  the  impositions 
which  might  be  praticed  upon  them  by  traders, 
and  by  persons  settling  in  their  midst;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  "  sharks"  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Dunham]  so  well  described.  The 
committee  desire  that  the  Indians  shall  get  the  full 
benefit  of  everything  designed  to  be  paid  them  by 
the  Government.  If  all  the  money  which  has 
been  appropriated  by  the  Government  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Indians  had  been  faithfblly  applied,  we 
should  have  heard  of  none  of  this  difficulty  and 
BufTering  among  them;  and  the  Chippewas,  even, 
to  whom  the  Delegate  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Rice] 
has  referred,  as  having  been  in  a  starving  condi- 
tion, many  of  them,  iii  the  cold  and  inclement  re- 
gion in  which  they  were  located,  would  have  been 
relieved  of  much  of  their  suffering. 

The  committee  are  anxious  that  the  bill  should 
be  passed  in  such  a  shape  as  will  give  the  Indians 
the  greatest  protection  possible.  I  desire,  how- 
ever that  the  bill  should  not  be  weakened  or  im- 
paired in  its  efficiency.  I  will  not  interpose,  for 
a  single  moment,  the  slightest  objection  to  any 
amendment  the  object  of  which  is  to  guard  and 
protect  the  Indians  from  fraud  and  imposition.  If 
the  committee  think  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houbtou]  should 


be  adopted,  I  will  interpose  no  objection,  although 
I  would  prefer  that  the  bill  should  retain  the  shape 
in  which  it  was  recommended  by  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs.  If  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  are  opposed  to  the  bill  in  its 
original  shape,  I  will  cheerfully  acquieue  in  their 
decision  in  regard  to  the  proposed  mi>uifieation, 
believing  that  it  will  not  materially  impair  the 
efliiciency  ef  the  hill. 

Mr.  GRKENWOOD.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Hodston]  proposes  to  strikeout 
the  latter  part  of  the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

As  I  understand  this  bill,  the  object  proposed 
by  the  committee  in  reporting  it,  wets  to  make 
an  experiment — a  new  experiment — in  civiliz- 
ing these  wild  tribes  of  Indians,  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Rice]  has  spoken. 
The  great  difficulty  which  presented  itself  to  the 
mind  of  the  committee,  was  stated  to  the  House 
by  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Orr.]  Now,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  character  of  the  proposition  to  which 
objection  has  been  made,  we  have  been  told  by 
the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  that  these  Indians 
ore  wandering  tribes;  that  they  are  children,  as  it 
were,  in  the  management  of  all  their  afTaira.  If 
this  be  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  we  can  have  no 
doubt  of  it,  then  it  shows  the  very  great  necessity 
there  is  for  voting  down  the  amendment  which  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  has  pro- 
posed, namely:  to  strike  out  the  latter  portion  of 
this  second  section.  If  the  object  of  this  bill  be  to 
civilize  these  Indians,  to  prevent  their  wandering 
from  place  to  place,  and  to  get  them  to  settle  down 
in  this  Territory  among  the  citizens;  if  this,  I 
say,  be  the  object  of  the  bill,  then,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  it  is  important  to  retain  the  provision,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  induced  to  settle  down, 
and  each  individual  Indian  may  know  his  home. 
It  is  desirable  to  have  a  cabin  erected  for  him, 
and  to  supply  him  with  food,  clothing,  and  other 
necessaries  that  will  add  to  his  own  comfort  and 
to  that  of  his  family;  and  to  afford  him  the  means 
at  the  same  time  to  improve  himself  in  agricultu- 
ral pursuits.  As  a  matter  of  course,  inducements 
i  should  be  held  out  by  the  Government,  in  order 
that  the  Indian  may  be  induced  to  come  under 
this  mode  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  quite  a  new  proposition, 
as  has  been  stated  to  the  House;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  great  discretion  and  latitude  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  Government  and  its  officers,  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  applicability  of  this  propo- 
sition. It  is  impossible  for  this  House  now,  in  a 
new  proposition  of  such  a  character  as  this,  to 
make  a  bill  perfect  in  itself,  by  which  to  carry  it 
out.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  do  it.  As  I  before 
remarked,  the  committee  had  great  difficulty  in 
forming  this  second  section  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
meet  the  exigencies  which  might  arise.  And,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  agree  with  the  gentlemen  who  have 
addressed  the  committee,  heretofore,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  impossibility — yes,  sir,  the  impossi- 
bility— of  guartjing  these  Indians  from  the  frauds 
and  speculations  thut  are  being  daily  practiced 
upon  them.  The  practice  of  paying  in  money 
those  Indians  which  nre  in  the  same  condition  as 
those  immediately  affected  by  this  bill,  should  be 
abandoned.  If  you  place  in  their  power  the  means 
of  subsistence;  if  you  give  them  provisions;  if  you 
give  them  such  goods  as  are  necessary  for  their 
wear,  and  give  them  agricultural  implements,  and 
build  houses  for  them  and  lay  out  their  grounds, 
then  they  may  improve  themselves  in  agriculture. 
This  iirovision  is  the  only  thing  that  could  be 
placed  in  this  bill  to  enable  the  Government  to  ex- 
ercise proper  controlling  influence  over  them,  in 
order  to  civilize  them.  They  are  a  wandering 
tribe;  and  in  testing  this  experiment,  the  Presi- 
dent, or  the  officials  who  may  be  appointed  by 
the  President  for  the  purpose  of  testing  this  new 
system,  should  have  a  discretionary  power  vested 
in  them ,  such  as  is  proposed  by  the  second  section 
of  this  bill.  If  it  be  necessary  for  the  comfort  of 
these  Indians  to  furnish  them  with  articles  of  food, 
certainly  it  can  be  done.  If  provisions  be  required 
to  add  to  their  comfort,  and  to  save  them  from 
starving,  let  them  be  procured  for  them.  Let  im- 
plements of  husbandry  also  be  furnished  to  them 
to  enable  them  to  till  their  grounds.  If,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  their  agriculture,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  procure  them  a  plow,  or  a  hoe,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  let  the  agent  provide  it  for 
them. 

Sir,  I  think  there  is  great  objection  to  striking  out 


the  provision  which  is  proposed  to  bestricken  out 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston.] 
It  is,  in  my  estimation,  the  most  important  pro- 
vision in  the  bill.  If  you  desire  to  succeed  in  an 
endeavor  to  make  citizens  of  them,  by  civilizing 
them,  give  then;  houses.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  the 
most  humane  provision  contained  in  the  entire 
bill;  and  inasmuch  as  it  is  an  experiment  merely, 
I  trust  that  the  provision  will  be  retained  by  the 
committee. 

1  know  you  cannot  frame  a  bill  perfect  in  all  its 
parts,  at  the  beginning.  1  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  in  a  yearor  two,  if  this  bill  shall  become 
a  law.  Congress  will  be  called  upon  to  make  dif- 
ferent provisions;  anticipating,  therefore,  each  a 
result,  you  must  give  the  President  and  amenta 
discretion,  in  order  to  meet  all  the  difficulties 
which  nflay  arise  in  the  conditions  and  wants  of 
the  Indians. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Houston]  may  be  read  again;  for, if  I  understand 
it,  I  desire  to  (tffer  an  amendment  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  again  read, 
as  hereinbefore  inserted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  iraple- 
mentsofagriculture,"the  words,  "theclearingand 
fencing  of  land,  and  the  erection  of  buildings  and 
other  improvements;"  so  that  his  amendment,  if 
adopted,  shall  be  substantially  like  the  provision 
originally  reported  by  the  committee,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  there  shall  be  no  discretion  whether 
the  sum  shall  be  paid  in  money,  or  by  commuta- 
tion in  these  articles;  but  that  the  bill  shall  specif- 
ically provide  that  it  shall  be  paid  in  those  articles, 
I  thinjajlis  as  necessary  and  as  important  that  a. 
provis^i  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
treaty  stipulation  in  this  way,  as  in  reference  to 
any  of  the  other  specific  articles.  I  think  it  will 
tend  as  clearly  and  directly  to  the  civilization  of 
the  Indians,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  provision  for 
the  payment  of  stock,  cattle,  implements,  &c.  I 
think  the  Indians  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
have  dwelling  houses,  to  have  fields  cleared  and 
fenced,  and  to  have  all  the  improvement  of  civili- 
zation— if  a  provision  is  made  by  which  they  shall 
be  supplied  to  them — than  if  we  made  no  such 
provision.  I  hope  my  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  words  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  proposes  to  insert  is  one  of 
the  most  objectionable  features  in  the  bill,  and  that 
provision  is  all  that  I  get  clear  of  by  my  amend- 
ment, or  propose  to  get  clear  of.  1  propose,  in 
my  amendment,  to  get  rid  of  that  part  of  the 
amendment  providing  for  the  clearing  and  fencing 
of  land,  and  the  erection  of  buildings. 

No  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  has  observed 
our  intercouse  with,  and  relations  to,  the  various 
tribes  of  Indians,  can  for  a  moment  controvert  what 
I  say,  and  that  is,  that  at  all  times  it  is  the  most 
difficult  thing  in  the  world  to  have  our  agents  deal 
fairly  with  the  Indians — I  mean  our  agents,  and 
everybody  who  makes  treaties  with  them — and  at 
the  same  time  make  our  laws  operate  upon  them 
with  fairness  and  equality.  If,  then,  we  can  avoid 
that  sort  of  relationship  towards  the  Indians, 
which  will  give  rise  to  frauds  of  this  sort,  I  think 
we  ought,  upon  principlesof  justice  and  morality, 
to  do  It. 

Now,  sir,  1  ask  gentlemen  to  look  for  a  moment 
at  what  would  be  done,  if  a  requisition  of  this  sort 
were  made  upon  the  President.  Suppose  it 
should  become  necessary  for  the  President  to  have 
lands  for  fifty,  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Indians  cleared,  he  must  find  means  for  the 
building  offences,  the  erection  of  houses,  and  the 
clearing  of  the  lands;  and  how  is  he  to  do  it  ?  He 
invests  the  Indian  agent  with  power.  The  agent 
is  compelled  to  employ  A,  B,  and  C  to  go  upon 
the  lands,  clear  them,  and  build  the  fences,  &e. 
Sir,  I  tell  the  committee  that  it  will  result  in  the 
introduction  of  a  horde  of  others  to  fleece  those 
Indians,  who,  under  your  present  laws,  are  kept 
out  of  their  country.  That  will  be  the  result.  I 
would  much  prefer  that  the  Indians  themselves 
should  be  left  to  assist  by  their  own  lobor  in  this 
work;  and  I  repeat,  that  if  this  provision  be 
adopted,  it  will  send  n  horde  of  people  to  that  Ter- 
ritory to  fleece  the  Indians  worse  than  they  are 
now  fleeced  by  the  traders  against  whom  we  hear 
so  much  complaint. 

Now, sir,  I  trust  weshall  pay  these  annuities.  If 
the  committee  prefer  it,leta  part  be  paid  in  money; 
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but  let  ua  pay  cheat  annuities  principally  in  gooda, 
in  provisions,  in  stock,  fiT cattle,  in  implenients  of 
agriculture,  in  tools,  and  in  whatever  the  Indians 
may  need  for  their  subsistence  and  rumfort-,  and 
then  let  us  rely  u{>on  them  to  clear  the  land,  and 
build  their  houses  in  part  by  tbeir  own  labor. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  if,  after  givine  the  Indiana 
the  landiihtOoTernment  is  to  cTeartCem,  to  fence 
them,  and  to  build  houses,  it  will  result  in  its  being 
obliged  to  cultivate  them  also.  If  the  Indians  will 
not  assist  in  these  matters  by  their  own  labor, 
they  will  not  be  likely  to  cultivate  the  lands. 

But,  suppose  the  President  undertakes  to  have 
ttiis  work  executed,  and  the  agent  employs  A,  B, 
*nd  C  to  do  tbe  work,  who  is  to  superintend  these 
men?  Who  is  to  see  that  they  do  full  days'  work  ? 
Who  is  to  see  that  they  cut  the  rails  the  right 
length,  split  them  properlv,  and  build  them  into 
fence  in  a  proper  manner;  Who  is  to  see  that 
the  house*  are  built  in  a  substantial  and  work- 
manlike manner?  Sir,  by  adopting  this  provision, 
you  will  open  an  avenue  for  more  injustice  to  be 
perpetrated  upon  these  Indians  than  u  done  under 
the  present  system?  Let  ua,  as  far  as  poasible, 
simplify  our  dealings  with  these  Indians,  and 
thereby  relieve  them  from  the  hordes  of  people 
whose  object  it  is  to  Beece  them  out  of  whatever 
they  receive  from  the  Qovernment.  Let  us  pay 
theirsnnuities  to  them  in  provisions,  in  slock,  and 
in  iniplemenis  of  husbandry  and  agriculture.  In 
that  way  they  will  be  much  less  likely  to  have 
their  annuities  taken  from  them  by  the  traders 
thnn  if  they  «ome  to  them  in  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
the  traders.  They  are  there  for  the  purpose  pf 
making  money.  If  we  could  so  regulate  our  In- 
tercourse with  tbe  Indian  tribes  as  to  ^^away 
with  the  necessity  of  traders  leoing  amoiPthero 
at  all;  if  the  furnishing  of  tbeir  supplies  could  be 
carried  on  entirely  by  the  Government  agents, 
who  live  among  them,  and  who  receive  regular 
salaries  from  the  O'lvernment;  if  they  could  re- 
ceive their  goods  and  provisions,  and  distribute 
them,  it  would  save  the  Indiana  immense  sums  of 
money,  which  would  otherwise  be  lost  to  them,and 
tend  very  much  to  promote  tbeir  civilization  and 
happiness. 

if  you  adopt  this  provision,  you  will,  in  my 
judgment,  accomplish  the  very  thing  which  all  of 
us  wish  to  avoid.  If  you  insist  upon  providing 
for  clearing  their  lands,  building  their  fences,  build- 
ing their  houses,  and  plowing  tbeir  6elds— and 
geniieraen  will  observe  inat  the  words  "  and  other 
improvements"  which  the  clause  contains,  will 
embrace  plowing  their  fields,  and  whatever  the 
authorities  may  choose  to  consider  improvements 
—I  say,  if  you  pass  this  provision,  you  will,  in 
'  my  judgment,  involve  the  Government  in  greater 
difliculues  than  were  ever  witnessed  in  the  whole 
course  of  our  Indian  intercourse.  You  will  never 
be  able  to  execute  in  good  faith,  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, our  treaties  with  them.  I  therefore  hope 
that  my  amendment  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the 
clause  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  RICE.  I  will  say  a  few  words  i^  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  I  mutt  confess  that 
I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  this  bill;  more  profound 
than  that  I  have  for  any  other  measure  before  this 
body.  I  know  the  whole  of  the  people  for  jvhom 
it  is  designed.  I  have  spent  years  among  them. 
I  have  hunted,  fed,  and  starved,  almost,  with 
them. 

He  speaks  of  traders.  Traders!  traders!  Indian 
traders !  Their  names  have  been  howled  from  one 
end  of  the  country  tn  the  other,  in  Congress  and 
out  of  it.  Now,  the  proposition  under  considera- 
tion provides  a  remedy  for  ibe  gentleman's  objec- 
tions. Under  the  existing  treaues,  the  Indians  are 
paid  annually  and  semi-annually.  If  an  Indian 
wants  a  favor,  no  matter  of  what  kind ,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  go  to  his  trader.  The  trader,  indeed,  is 
now  the  only  man  who  can  afford  him  relief.  He 
affords  it,  but  as  payment  is  doubtful,  he  must  sell 
at  a  large  profit.  Then ,  the  proper  course  should  be 
to  pass  a  bill,  to  throw  the  Indians  on  the  Gov- 
ernment. Under  this  bill,  if  an  Indian  wants  a 
fiivor,  to  whom  is  he  to  go?  He  will  not  go  to  his 
trader.  No;  he  is  independent  of  him.  He  will 
eo  to  the  acent.  He  will  go  to  the  man  who  has 
been  sent  there  to  provide  for  bis  wants.  He  will 
go  to  the  man  who  ought  to  have  influence  over 
the  Indians.  He  will  go  to  the  man  whose  only 
aim,  it  is  presumed,  is  the  improvement  of  the 
eoaditioa  of  the  Ittdians.    Th*  bill  lake*  the  In- 


dians completely  out  of  the  influence  of  the  tra- 
ders. • 

Let  me  give  an  illustration  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  Here  is  an  Indian  who  has  here- 
tofore lived  in  a  wigwam,  and  -now  takes  it  into 
his  head  that  he  would  like  to  reside' in  a  hooae. 
A  beautimi  piece  of  ground  is  selected,  and  the 
Government  gives  him  title  to  eighty  acres.  He 
now  wants  a  house  built,  a  few  acres  of  ground 
plowed  and  fenced,  that  he  may  be  sowing  some- 
thing for  his  support  during  the  coming  winter. 
This  bill  leaves  it  within  the  power  of  the  agent 
to  build  tbe  bouse,  to  break  and  fence  the  land, 
and  to  furnish  the  Indian  with  seeds  and  imple- 
ments of  agriculture. 

The  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  another  of  his 
objeeiions.  Contracts  by  existing  Indian  regula- 
tions stand  thus:  If  the  Indians  desire  to  nave 
them  changed,  the  agents  are  compelled  to  submit 
the  proposed  changes  to  the  department.  If  the 
department  approves  them  they  are  sent  back  to 
the  agents,  and  they  advertise  throughout  the 
country  that  the]r  wantao  many  buildings  of  such 
and  such  dimensions  built,  so  many  acres  broken 
und  fenced;  and  if  you  will  look  at  the  records  of 
ihelndian  Department,  you  willfind  that  improve- 
ments have  been  made  by  agents  under  this  sys- 
tem cheaper  than  citizens  would  have  been  enabled 
to  make  them. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  lake  the  influence 
from  the  trader,  and  to  throw  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  where  it  belongs.  It  provides  for 
the  Indian  according  to  his  necessities.  It  gives 
discretion  to  the  President,  or  his  agents,  to  change 
the  articles  to  be  furnished  as  the  Indians  progress 
toweuti  civilization.  We  see  advertisements  in 
the  newspapers  for  |300,000  or  «400,0U0  worth 
of  goods.  Merchanu  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia send  in  their  bids  and  samples,  and,  after 
examination  by  the  Department,  conuacu  are 
made.  You  send  to  the  Indians  of  Florida  the 
same  kind  of  goods  that  you  send  to  the  Indiana 
of  the  far  north.  They  are  useless  to  those  of  one 
section  or  the  other,  and  to  perhaps  both. 

But  the  proposed  system  allows  the  Indians, 
whenever  they  aasemble,  to  say  to  their  agent: 
our  next  year  a  annuities  will  amount  to  so  much; 
we  want  so  many  cattle,  so  much  expended  in 
breaking  land,  so  much  in  building  houses,  and 
so  much  in  buying  agricultural  implements;  the 
specification  is  then  to  be  sent  here,  and,  under 
that  specification,  the  contracts  are  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  1  have  been  much  gratified 
bjr  the  discussion  thus  far  upon  this  bill,  and  like- 
wise with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  itself.  But 
before  the  vote  is  taken,  I  deaire  lo  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  that  portion  of  it  which  is 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  alteration  proposed  lo  be  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Alabama  [Mr.  HontTOH] 
would,  in  my  opinion,  strike  out  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  the  bill;  that  part  of  it  which,  in  my 
estimation,  is  of  more  importance  and  value,  and 
better  calculated  to  promote  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  than  any  other. 

We  hear  complaints  here  that  the  Indians  are 
wronged.  As  to  that  matter,  1  have  no  knowl- 
edge; but  if  it  be  the  case,  we  should  give  to  the 
Indian  those  things  which  cannot  be  taken  away 
from  him;  and  this  very  clause  which  the  gentle- 
man from  A  labama  propoaes  to  strike  out,  includes 
the  articles  which  cannot  be  taken  away  from 
him.  It  secures  to  him,  in  the  first  place,  eighty 
acres  of  land  inalienable. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  don't  propose  to  touch 
that. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  know  that;  but  the  land  is 
to  be  inalienable,  and  the  clearing,  fencing,  and 
buildings  on  the  land  remain  with  the  land,  of 
course,  and  are,  therefore,  also  inalienable;  and 
those  articles  are  the  only  articles  that  the  Indian 
is  not  allowed  to  dispose  of  to  traders,  and  that 
there  ia  no  possibility  of  his  being  cheated  in.  So 
much,  then,  for  that  part  of  tbe  argument  which 
contemplates  that  the  Indian  will  be  wronged  out 
of  that  which  is  hi*  just  due. 

But  tbe  object  of  this  bill  appears  to  be  to  pro- 
mote the  civilization  of  the  Indihns,  and  in  that 
particular  it  meets  with  my  hearty  cooperation 
and  support;  and  ths  very  argument  which  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  has  adduced  as  an  ob- 
jection to  this  section  of  the  bill,  is  to  my  mind 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  its  favor.  He 
says  that  by  it  you  willdraw  whiu  men  among 


the  Indians,  and  he  wants  to  keep  white  men 
away  from  the  Indians.  Now,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  assiinilats 
the  Indian  with  the  white  man,  to  lead  liim  forward 
by  the  force  of  example  in  the  path  of  civilization 
and  virtue.  Now,  we  all  know  that  these  Indians 
are  uncultivated,  have  no  knowledge  of  the  me- 
chanic arts,  and  are  unable  even  lo  build  their 
own  houses,  or  construct  their  fences.  How 
shall  you  teach  them  those  useful  arts?  Can  yoa 
teach  them  in  any  other  way  than  by  sending 
amoB^  them  men  who  understand  those  arls? 
Certainly  not.  Sir,  whenever  you  want  to  civi- 
lize people,  to  lead  them  into  the  path  of  virtue 
and  sobriety,  the  best  means  of  accomplishing  that 
reform  is  to  present  before  them  example.  Ex- 
ample is  infinitely  more  powerful  in  everything 
that  tends  to  progress  snd  improvement  than 
precept  can  be.  1 1  is  for  that  reason  that  I  hope 
this  provision  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  lands,  to  the  building  of  houses, 
and  the  erection  of  fences,  will  be  retained;  first, 
because  it  gives  the  Indians  substantial  benefits, 
which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  them; and, 
secondly,  because  it  introduces  among  them  men 
who  will  teach  them,  by  the  force  of  example, 
lessons  of  civilization  and  art.  I  hope  that  this 
feature  of  the  bill  will  be  retained  as  one  of  the 
most  important  provisions  in  it. 

Mr.  HUNT.  1  should  like  to  understand  this 
metier.  I  would  inquire  what  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Washburn]  would  be. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Hoostoh]  proposes  to  strike  out,  and 
insert  what  has  already  been  read  by  the  Clerk. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Washbdrn] 
submitted  an  amendment  to  insert  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  the  words, 
"  clearing  and  fencing  of  grounds,  the  erection  of 
buildings,  and  other  improvements." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wash- 
■dsn'b  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Houstok's 
amendment,  it  was  taken;  and,  upon  division, 
there  being  only  20  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  was  then  read,  aa 
foHows: 

"  Fourth.  Tbe  laws  of  Uie  United  State*  snd  tbe  Terrt- 
loryoriMlnnesols  •hsH  be  eilraded  over  the  Chipprwa  ter- 
riloiy  wbenever  the  paine  may  be  ceded,  and  the  •ame  sban 
cease  to  be  •  Indian  eMinliy,'  except  tbst  ibe  Isndi  ntnvrt 
to  Mid  [ndlant,  or  otber  properly  owned  by  Ihem,  ■hell  be 
exempt  fmm  laxatton  and  execouon,  and  thai  the  act  paraed 
3mh  Jnne,  1834, '  to  rrnilaic  inule  wid  InierrowM  wiib  Ihe 
Indian  tribes,*  Ste. ,  be  Inoperative  over  ihe  nid  c  ded  Irr- 
riiory,  except  the  twentieth  section,  which  pnihibite  the 
introduction  and  sale  ofitpirituous  liquors  to  Indians.** 

Mr.  ORR.  There  isa  verbal  amendment  which 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  thirty-seventh  line.  I 
move  to  insert  afier  the  worda  "  Chippewa  terri- 
tory" the  words  "in  said  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota." 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  pro- 
pound to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Orr]  a  question.  It  is  this:  I  find  that  the  fourth 
clause  of  the  bill  before  us  says  that  the  act  passed 
on  theSUih  of  June,  1834,  "to  regulate  Irsdeand 
intercourse  with  the  Indians,"  &e.,  shall  become 
inoperative.  I  desire  to  know  what  is  tbe  effect 
of  that  act,  and  what  are  its  contents? 

Mr.  ORR.  The  set  of  30th  of  June,  1834,  re- 
ferred to,  is  the  act  known  as  the  Indian  inter- 
course act.  There  are  some  twenty  sections  which 
prescribe  the  mabntr  in  which  trade  and  intercourse 
shall  be  carried  on  in  all  the  Indisn  territory, 
which  confine  the  right  of  trading  to  the  Indians 
themselves,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  State* 
within  their  territory.  We  propoae  now  to  repeal 
all  the  sections  of  that  act  except  the  twenuetb 
section  in  regard  to  this  territory. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  are  no  fiirther 
amendmenla  to  be  proposed  to  the  section  just 
read,  the  bill  will  now  be  laid  aside 

Mr.  WALSH,  (interrupting.)  I  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Doe*  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  send  in  his  proposition  as  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill,  or  merely  as  an  amendment  to 
thi  first  section  of  it? 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  propo**  it  a*  an  amendment 
to  the  firat  *ection. 
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Several  Members.     It  ia  too  late. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  remark 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  Yo/k  that  this  bill 
was  beii^  consideml  by  sections.  The  first  sec- 
tion has  been  con.siderea  and  passed » and  the  sec- 
ond seciion  has  been  read,  before  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  moved  his  amendment.  It  is, 
therefore,  too  late  for  him  to  propose  it  as  an 
amendment  to  the  first  section.  It  may, perhaps, 
be  introduced  as  an  independent  proposition.  If  ! 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  proposes  it  as  an 
additional  sectionof  the  bill,  the  Chair  will  under- 
take to  receive  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.  It  cannot  be  offered  as  an  ad- 
ditional amendment.  It  proposes  to  extend  to  the 
Indians  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  bill. 

Mr.  LF/rCHER.'  If  the  Chair  will  look  at 
this  bill,  he  will  find  that  it  contains  but  two  sec- 
tions; and  we  are  not  through  the  second  section 
yet. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  second  section  was 
about  being  read,  and  the  Chair  was  about  to  pro- 
nounce that,  if  no  furtheramendmenis  were  oflered , 
the  bill  would  be  laid  aside,  and  reported  to  the 
House.  Srich  order  will  now  be  made.  If  there 
are  no  further  amendments  offered  to  the  bill,  it 
will  be  laid  aside,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

BILL  FOR  THE   INCREASE  OF   SALARIES. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  next  in  order  for 
the  consideration  ofthe  committee  is  Hou.se  bill  No. 
169,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  judicial  and  execu- 
tive officers  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  New 
Mexico.  This  bill  was  reported  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  with  amendments,  proposing  to 
insert  after  the  word  "  New  Mexico"  the  words 
"  Washington  and  Utah,"and  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  two  thousand  five  hundred"  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "three  thousand,"  thus 
making  the  salaries  of  judges  in  the  Territories  of 
Oregon,  Washington,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico, 
$3,0UO  per  annum. 

Mr.  RICE.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I  wish 
to  offer  to  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Judici- 
ary Committee.' 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Skc.  2.  ^ud  be  it  /urtHfr  enactrd^  I'hat  the  annual 
sfllsrieti  f>r  llie  chief  justice  and  aiiiioei.ite  justices  of  the 
Tenilory  of  Miiilicnotn  lie  increased  to  ®*j,5lK>. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  say  to 
(he  gentleman  from  Minnesota  that  the  amend- 
ment is  not  in  order  at  this  time.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  must  first 
be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  by  pro- 
viding that  the  salary  ofthe  secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Washington  shall  be  $2,000  per  annum. 

The  CHAIRM.AN.  The  Chairwould  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  that  he  should  defer  offering  his 
amendment  until  the  pending  amendment  shall  be 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  withdraw  it,  then,  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Committee  ofthe  Judiciary ; 
and  they  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LANE.     I  now  offer  my  amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon  what  salary  that  officer  now  receives  ? 

Mr.  LANE.     Fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICE.  I  now  move  my  amendment  as  a 
separate  section. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  salary  do  those  of- 
ficers now  receive.' 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  would  re- 
mark that  the  salary  of  the  judges  of  Minnesota 
ia$l,800.  lam  acquainted  with  the  amount  of 
duties  which  those  gentlemen  have  to  perforin, 
the  number  of  miles  they  have  to  travel,  the  courts 
they  have  to  hold,  and  the  expenses  of  living  in 
that  Territory,  and  I  think  that  the  sum  which 
the  amendment  provides  for  is  nut  any  more  than 
■ufiicient,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment; 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  provide  that  the  salary  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Territory  of  the  Utoh  shall  be  increased 
to  two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  COBB,  (in  his  seat.)  Provided  be  have 
only  one  wife.    [Laughter.] 


The  CHAIRMAN-  The  question  is  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Delegate 
from  Utah. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  understand,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  has 
offered  an  amendment.  [Laughter.]^ 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  ordinary 
salary  of  that  officer  has  been  Bfieen  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  order  to  move  to 
increase  it  here. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  remind 
the  gentleman  ihijt  the  bill  is  to  provide  for  the 
increase  of  salaries. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  Mr.  Bern- 
hisel's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
as  an  additional  section.     I  move  the  following: 

Sec.  ^.  Se  it  ^furthtr  cnnctetl.  That  the  sninry  of  Ihe 
district  attorney  of  New  Mexico  shall  be  increased  to  $1,0(10 
per  aununi. 

I  move  the  amendment  at  the  request  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bridges,] 
who  had  the  matter  in  charge.  It  is  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  district  attorney  of  New  Mexico 
to  $1,000.  I  understood  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  this  matter  had  been  before 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  that  ihey  had  con- 
curred with  him  in  recommending  the  increase. 
That  gentleman  is  now  absent,  or  he  would  have 
taken  charge  of  the  matter  himself.  I  said  the 
Judiciary  Committee  recommended  the  increase. 
They,  however,  subsequently  reconsidered  their 
action,  1  believe,  upon  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
setting  a  bad  precedent  to  other  district  attorneys, 
who  would  be  likely  to  come  forward  and  ask  to 
have  their  compensation  increased  in  consequence. 

The  present  district  attorney  for  New  Mexico, 
is  a  friend  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
whom  I  have  alluded.  When  he  went  there  he 
was  under  the  impression  that  there  would  be 
comparatively  little  travel  to  be  done,  and  that  the 
legol  business  he  would  secure  would  be  sufficient 
to  make  up  a  reasonable  compensation.  On  arriv- 
ing there,  however,  he  found  that  there  was  much 
traveling  to  be  done  through  an  inhospitable  and 
hostilecountry,  that  there  was  very  little  legal  bus- 
iness to  be  done,  and  his  salary  would  not  pay 
his  traveling  expenses.  He  therefore  thought 
this  a  fair  case  for  an  increase  of  salary,  and  con- 
curring in  that  opinion,  1  haveoffered  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  that  I  understand  there  is  a 
Senate  bill  before  the  House  providing  for  increas- 
ing the  salaries  ofthe  district  attorneys  in  all  the 
Territories,  so  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man will  hardly  be  necessary. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  was  nut  aware  that  such  was 
the  case.     If  it  is,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  I  beg  leave  to  make  an  ex- 
planation in  respect  to  the  amendment  ofthe  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understood 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  to  have  with- 
drawn his  amendment. 

M r.  LI  LLY.  I  should  be  glad  to  heor  the  ex- 
planation of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and 
will  not  withdraw  my  amendment  until  he  has 
made  it.  I  will  say  that  I  offered  it  under  a  prom- 
ise to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  from 
whose  ilistrict  the  district  attorney  to  whom  it 
applies  came. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  I  beg  leave  to  explain  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which 
he  alludes,  that  having  had  numerous  applications 
from  almost  every  portion  ofthe  western  country, 
and  pariicularly  from  the  new  Territories,  for  an 
increase  of  the  fees  of  the  district  attorneys  and 
of  the  marshals  in  those  regions,  that  it  has 
become  necessary  to  examine  and  prepare,  if  we 
can  agree  upon  it,  a  bill  which  shall  settle  the 
compensation,  not  only  of  the  district  attorneys 
in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  but  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Washington,  Oregon,  and  elsewhere. 
Now,  if  this  committee  adopt  such  a  provision  as 
is  contained  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  the  salary  of  adistrict  attorney 
in  one  of  the  Territories,  it  will  in  some  degre- 
embarrasstheactionofthe  Judiciary  Committee.  It 
will  be  considered  as  a  precedent  by  which  we  are 
to  be  governed  in  regulating  the  compensation  of 
the  others  in  other  Territories. 

-I  said  that  there  were  application*  for  an  tpcrease 


ofthe  salaries  of  other  officers  besides  those  of  drs- 
trictattorneys.  Wehavehad  before  us  applications 
in  respect  to  marshals, and  other  officers  engaged 
in  the  administration  of  ju.'tice.  The  whole  sub- 
■ject  is  an  extensive  one, and,  it  seems  to  me,  ought 
to  be  embraced  in  one  measure.  If  anything  is 
done  in  relation  to  the  subject,  the  whole  matter 
should  be  embraced  in  a  bill  such  as  that  for  the 
increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  district  judges— 
which  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  have  re- 
ported to  the  House — in  which  we  have  endeav- 
ored to  place  the  salaries  of  the  respective  judges 
in  some  degree  upon  the  ground  of  equality,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  amount  of  business  and  the  ex- 
penses, of  living  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union.  So,  ton,  as  regards  district  attorneys  and 
marshals.  Instead  of  acting  here  on  a  solitary 
case,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  belter  to  leave 
the  whole  subject  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
which  win  report  a  bill  covering  all  these  cases. 
Now,  in  80  doing,  I  do  not  desire  (he  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  to  understand  (hat  we  make  any 
promise  on  this  subject,  or  that  he  will  regulate 
nis  action  in  reference  to  his  present  motion  on 
anything  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  are 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  under- 
stand that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has 
withdrawn  his  proposition. 

Mr.  LILLY.  No,  sir;  I  desire  to  get  some 
information  before  I  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  is  still  pending. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  do  not  withdraw  it  until  after 
I  have  heard  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  I  can  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  that  I  can  make  no  promise, 
even  of  an  indirect  character,  in  reference  to  the 
district  attorney  of  this  Territory.  All  1  can  say 
is,  that  the  whole  subject  is  under  investigation; 
and  the  whole  subject  will,  I  hope,  bereportedon. 

There  has  been  some  delay,  arising  from  cir- 
cumstances unnecessary  to  be  alluded  to;  but  we 
have  taken  up  this  whole  subject.  Last  week  we 
reported  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  salaries;  and  I 
presume  that  we  shall  report  a  general  bil|,  em- 
bracing all  those  officers  in  the  various  sections 
of  the  country.  My  own  judgment  is,  that  we 
had  better  not  fix  the  action  of  the  committee  or 
he  House  to  a  particular  compensation  to  a  par- 
ticular district  attorney,  which  shall  form  a  sort 
of  rule  of  action  hereafter  for  the  Juiliciary  Com- 
mittee.    The  question  had  better  be  left  open. 

Mr.  LILLY.  On  the  explanation  ofthe  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  and  relying  on  the  liberal- 
ity of  the  committee  in  this  case,  1  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  increasing  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Utah  from  $2,500  to  $3,000,  so  that 
it  may  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Governors  of 
New  Mexico  and  Oregon. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  trust  that 
the  amendment  just  offered  will  meet  with  the 
favor  of  this  committee.  We  are  now  getting 
nearly  at  the  rate  of  $3,000  per  year,  and  I  find  it 
fully  as  much  as  1  can  do  to  support  one  wife  on 
that  apportionment.  I  understand  this  gentleman 
has  some  three  or  four,  and  I  think  that  the  least 
he  can  have  is  $3,000.     [Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move,  by 
way  of  amendment,  that  the  salary  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Minnesota  be  increased  to  $3,000  per 
year.  " 

Mr.  RICE.  An  amendment  has  just  passed 
the  Senate  regulating  the  salary  of  each  of  the 
Governors  of  Minnesota  and  Washington,  if  the 
superintendenceof  the  Indians  be  taken  from  their 
duties,  at  $2,500  per  year. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
Delegate  from  Minnesota,  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Bernhisel'* 
amendment. 

Mr.  HENN.  Does  the  amendment  propose  to 
increase  the  salary  ofthe  Governor,  as  Governor, 
to  $3,000 .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Del. 
egate  from  Utah  if  there  is  not  alreodyn  provision 
in  a  bill  before  the  Senate  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Governor  of  that  Territory  t 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.    It  only  makes  it  $2,500. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  should  like  to  know  what 
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pay  dMM  Oov«nM>r*  r«e*i*c  u  IndUn  acents  or 
•ti(>winl*ndtiitt  of  Isdmn  affairt.  I  und«raland 
th*f  rfCWv«|l,SOOaalary  asGoTernors,  f  1,000  m 
Indmn  •upenntandenu,  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
•xtra  oompenaalion  for  other  aervicea.  I  notice' 
that  there  was  a  propoaition  made  in  the  Senate 
the  other  day  to  paj  eight  dollara  a  day  to  Gov- 
anrarOttrman  for  inveatigating  Sovemor  Ram- 
aay'a  miaoooduct.    [Laughter.] 

A  McMBca.     Did  that  paas  ) 

Mr.  LETCHER.  No;  it  was  voted  down.  It 
aeema  to  me  that  there  ahould  be  aome  reaaon 
given  to  ahow  the  propriety  of  this  increaae  of 
aalary. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  Living  is  very  expenaive 
oat  there. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yea,  I  know  it  is  very  ex- 
pensive living  now  all  over  the  conntrjr,  and  I  am 
exceedingly  aorry  that  prices  rose  just  as  the 
Demnerata  came  into  power.  [Laughter.]  That 
ia  what  diaturba  me.  1  have  long  heard  that  Dem- 
ocratic services  were  worth  a  great  deal  more  than 
Whig  services,  but  I  apprehend  that  when  we  go 
before  the  country,  we  ahalt  find  some  /Tnnocratt 
even  who  will  be  disposed  to  raise  the  question, 
and  think  they  are  not  exacly  worth  just  aa  much 
as  we  are  likely  to  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  here  interpoaed  a  remark, 
which  was  not  audible  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  LBTCHBR.  Experience  proves  it.  It 
haa  become  a  fixed  fact,  and  the  country  so  deci- 
ded at  the  laat  election,  when  the  Whig  candidate 
received  the  votes  of  only  four  Slatea  out  of  thirty- 
one. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    How  would  it  be  now  i 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  I  think  it  very  prob- 
able the  Wbiga  would  not  be  much  better  off  with 
the  same  candidate,  under  the  same  auapieea. 

But  really,  sir,  all  jesting  aside,  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  we  are  going  on  in  a  very  unmethodical 
manner  about  this  matter.  Here  are  amendments 
proposed  one  after  another,  that  nobody  ever  heard 
of  before;  no  ttroe  is  given  for  reflection;  not  a 
single  argument  or  reaaon  ia  given  in  aupport  of 
them;  and,  under  theae  circnmstancea,  the  com- 
mittee votes  on  them  one  after  another,  and  we 
go  op  increasing  the  salaries  throughout  the  Ter- 
ritories. I  think  that  before  we  undertake  to  do 
thia,  we  ought  to  have  some  evidence  that  this 
inoreaae  is  necessary — aome  recommendation  to 
guide  us  in  our  action  from  the  proper  officer,  at 
the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  who  has  charge  of 
these  maltera.  Aa  it  is  now,  gentlemen  get  up 
here  and  offer  their  amendments  without  preaent- 
ing  one  solitary  fact  to  show  that  the  increase 
proposed  ia  at  all  necessary,  and  the  House  votes 
them  ail  into  the  bill.    Such  legislation  ought  to 


Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  will  merely  atate,  as  a 
reason  why  thia  amendment  should  be  adopted, 
that  the  Governors  of  New  Mexico  and  Oregon 
receive  |3,000  per  annum.  I  may  state,  further, 
that  Californiapricesof  liringprevail  in  that  region 
of  country.  Coffee  and  sugar  are  forty  cents  a 
pound,  and  the  other  necessaries  of  life  arc  dear 
in  proportion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bibnbi- 
•el'<  amendment;  and  it  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  propose  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  bill,  the  following: 

And  that  the  lame  ■mount  be  paid  to  tboea  who  have 
heretororeaetred  u  Governors  or  •ecreiariei  of  aaid  Terri- 
toriei.  ^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  bill  does  not  relate 
to  Governors,  and  therefore  the ameiidtnentof  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  would  not  be  pertinent. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  will  aubautute,  then,  the 
word  "  judges"  in  the  place  of  '•  Govemora." 

I  am  not  an  advocate  for  very  large  aalariea  in 
this  country.  1  see  no  particular  reason  why  we 
should  pay  the  chief  justice  and  associate  judges, 
and  secretaries  of  these  Territories  named  in  ahis 
bill,  more  now  thai)  we  did  some  three  or  four 
years  ago.  I  think  that  justice  requiree  we  should 
pay  to  the  gentlemen  who  then  held  office  in  this 
Territory  at  a  time  when  the  expenses  of  living 
were  much  higher  than  now^  at  least  as  much  as 
is  now  asked  for  the  present  incumbents. 

I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Viixinia, 
[Mr.  Letchsii,]  in  the  atatement  he  made  in  his 
very  partiaan  like  speech,  that  Democratic  service 
is  worth  more  tban  Whig  service,  as  I  have  seen 
it  •zcmplifisd.    On  the  cantrarjr,  the  disposition 


seems  to  be  to  raise  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers 
of  the  country;  and  I  wish,  for  one,  to  place  the 
Whigs,  who  aerved  in  this  Territory  at  a  time 
when  it  cost  far  more  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  offices  there,  upon  the  same  footing  with 
thoae  of  a  later  date.  I  see  no  propriety  of  paying 
officers  |3,000  a  year,  when  we  formerly  paid  them 
a  much  less  sum;  nor  do  I  see  the  propriety  of 
paying  a  salary  of  |2,000  to  officers  to  whom  we 
formerly  paid  but  $1,500.  But  yet  I  am  disposed 
to  be  much  more  liberal  in  this  matter  than  some 

gentlemen  who  have  apoken  up^n  this  subject.  I 
elieve  these  salaries  are.not  too  high;  but  I  think 
it  is  no  more  than  juatice  thatgenilemen  who  have 
heretofore  filled  the  same  offices  should  be  paid 
the  same  salaries.  1  appeal  to  the  geotletnan  from 
Oregon,  [Mr.  Lakk,]  who  is  a  liberal  man,  and 
commands  the  esteem  of  this  House  as  a  man  of 
unquestionable  veracity  and  integrity,  to  say  if 
the  sum  of  |1,500  will  ^o  further  in  the  Territory 
of  Oregon  than  |S00  paid  in  the  Slates? 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  As  I  am  called  upon 
ao  directly  to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I 
feel  compelled  to  make  a  few  remarks,  although  i 
regret  the  necessity  of  doing  so.  I  introducedthis 
bill  in  good  faith,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that 
it  would  pass  without  any  interference  from  any 
quarter.  The  judges  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
have  heretofore  been  allowed  f2,000  per  annum 
for  their  services.  That  aalary  is  too  small  to  se- 
cure the  services  of  such  men  as  ought  to  fill  so 
important  and  responsible  a  position.  They  can- 
not live  upon  it,  as  they  have  declared  in  a  petition 
which  they  have  sent  to  Congress,  in  which  thcr 
say  that,  unless  their  salaries  shall  be  increased, 
they  will  be  compelled  to  retire  from  the  bench, 
and  resume  the  practice  of  law.  We  have  now  a 
good  bench,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  sum  of 
§3,000  is  a  small  consideration  for  their  services. 

But  to  come  to  the  point  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tatlor.]  1  am  aorry  that  any 
gentleman  has  attempted  to  create  any  prejudice 
against  this  bill;  for,  as  rsported  by  the  Juiuoiary 
Committee,  I  think  U>e  bill  ought  to  pass.  It  is  just 
and  proper  that  it  should  pass.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  asks  me,  as  I  understand  him,  whether 
the  salary  of  |1,500,  received  by  the  secretary  of 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  would  be  more  than  |500 
in  the  States.  I  can  say  most  truthfully  that 
this  salary,  is  not  sufficient.  The  law  oipinizing 
the  Territory  of  Oregon  passed  Congress  in  the 
year  1848,  before  goFd  waa  discovered  in  Califor- 
nia; at  a  time  when  the  means  of  living  were  very 
cheap  in  that  country.  No  portion  of  the  country 
afforded  subsistence  cheaper  than  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  at  that  time.  There  was  no  money  in 
that  country,  and  §1,500  would  have  been  more 
there  than  §3,500  here.  Wheat  commanded  a 
price  of  fifty  cents  a  bushel,  and  waa  made  a  law- 
ful tender  at  that  price,  by  agreement  among  the 
people.As  they  had  no  currency. 

Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  law  organizing 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  fixing  the  salaries  of 
its  officers,  gold  waa  discovered  in  California,  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  were 
attracted  to  the  gold  mines.  Gold  became  plenty, 
and  the  producta  of  the  soil  became  scarce, 
so  that  §1,500  would  hardly  support  a  man  of 
family  in  Oregon.  But  it  ia  too  late  now  to  talk 
about  the  propriety  of  goliur  back;  and  I  aay  to 
npy  friend  from  Ohio,  [ISLt.  Tavlor,]  that  1  quea- 
tion  the  propriety  of  adopting  proviaions  in  this 
bill  designed  to  have  a  retrospective  effect. 

I  am  afraid,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  this  rule 
should  be  adopted,  your  humble  servant  will  have 
to  come  in  for  his  share.  I  went  out  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon  at  a  salary  of  §3,000  a  year,  and 
with  the  double  duty  of  Governor  and  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  affairs  on  my  hands.  1  served  in  that 
capacity  for  eighteen  montha,  and  my  accounts 
are  now  settled  and  filed  in  the  Department.  In 
the  management  of  the  Indian  aervice,  you  will 
find  that  during  the  whole  time  I  charged  not  ope 
cent  for  traveling  expenses;  nor  did  I  receive 
one  cent  over  my  salary.  And  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  performed  the  duties  both  of  Governor  and 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  pretty  well..  At 
any  rate,  we  placed  the  Indian  relatione  on  a 
preuy  good  footing.  We  arrested  the  Wilatpu 
murderers,  made  treaties  of  peace,  and  did  all  at 
a  very  little  expense. 

But,  1st  me  remark  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  par- 
ticularly to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
I^BTcaca,]  whoaa  altantion  I  desire,  that,  imne- 1 


diately  after  that.  Whig  aervice  waa  worth  a  good 
deal  more  t)ian  Democratic  service.  For,  about 
the  time  when  I  was  dismissed  from  the  service. 
Congress  separated  the  duties  of  supe^ntendent 
of  Indisn  affairs  from  those  of  Governor,  and  left 
the  salary  of  Governor  at  §3,000 — which  it  ought 
to  be;  it  is  not  any  too  much — and  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  at  a  salary  of  §2,500. 

Now,  if  we  go  back  and  provide  for  the  extra 
payment  of  a  Whig  secretary,  1  do  not  aee  why 
we  ahould  not  also  go  back  and  give  the  Governor 
§3,000  sslary  for  discharging  the  duties  of  that 
office,  and  §3,500  for  the  superintendency  of  In- 
dian aflbirs.  Now,  this  House  may  try  to  impose 
that  on  me,  [laughter;]  bqt  I  care  ao  little  for 
money,  that  I  would  not  accept  of  it.  I  do  not 
want  any  i(uch  thing.  But  I  believe  that  the  sec- 
retary who  heretofore  served  in  Oregon  Territory 
ought  to  have  some  kind  of  relief.  I  believe  the 
best  way  would  be  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  settle  his  accounts  on  liberal 
terms,  and  to  make  such  allowance  to  him  as 
ought  to  be  made  for  services  not  provided  for  by 
law. 

I  am  unwilling  to  see  this  bill  loaded  down  with 
amendments.  Uisof  too  much  importance  to  b« 
killed  in  this  way;  and  unless  we  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  judges,  we  cannot  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  men  who  are  competent  to  diseharge  the 
dntiss.  We  only  ask  it  for  a  few  montha.  They 
have  heretofore  served  for  less  than  they  can  live 
upon;  and  in  a  year  and  a  half  from  this  time  we 
mean  to  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
Statea,  by  being  one  of  them;  and  then  we  will 
pay  our  own  judges,  and  relieve  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  legislating  for  Oregon  Territory. 
She  will  then  look  to  her  own  interests. 

I  can  only  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that 
the  late  Secretary  of  that  Territory  should  have 
relief  in  some  way;  but  I  Want  to  leave  it  to  the 
committee  to  say  in  what  way  it  shall  be  done.  ■ 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  aav  to  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon  that  I  have  no  desire  to 
embarrass  this  bill,  for  I  shall  vote  for  it  with 
pleasure.  But  I  think  that  the  committee,  as  well  aa 
myself,  may  well  thank  the  gentleman  from  Oregon 
for  the  information  which  oe  has  given  to  us  in 
relation  to  this  matter. 

But  my  particular  object  in  speaking  was  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lrtcheh,]  that 
while  he  was  unwilling  to  raise  the  salaries  of  his 
Democratic  friends,  yet  maintains  that  theserviees 
of  Democrats  are  worth  more  than  those  of  Whiga. 
I  cannot  agree  to  that.  Officers  of  the  Fedml 
Government,  whether  they  be  Democratic  Feder- 
alists, or  Whig  Democrats,  in  my  opinion,  should 
stand  upon  the  same  platform  as  to  pay.  I  claim 
myself  to  be  a  Democratic  Whig,  and  a  good  ^k 
many  Democrats  in  office  do  not  docrveany  more  ^^ 
than  the  Whigs  of  the  country.  If  there  ia  any 
objection  to  this  bill,  it  is  upon  that  very  ground. 

I  do  not  object  to  this  bill,  but  I  only  desire  to 
manifest  a  wish  to  do  justice  to  those  who  have 
preceded  the  present  incumbents,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Oregon  is  one  of  them.  I  have  been 
given  to  understand  that  §1,500,  paid  to  the  sec- 
retary of  Oregon,  is  not  mote  than  §500  would 
be  here.  A  vast  amount  of  duty  is  imposed  upon 
that  officer,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  he  la  a 
disbursing  agent,  and  is  required  to  give  a  bond 
in  the  penal  aum  of  §60,000.  He  diacbainEes  the 
various  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature;  and,  in  my  judgment,  §1,500  is 
a  small  compensation. 

I  shall  vole  for  thia  bill;  and  if  I  could  do  so, 
in  connection  with  thia  bill,  I  would  relieve  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  has  been  referred  to 
aa  a  former  officer  in-  that  Territory,  who,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  small  compensation  paid  to  him, 
ia  somewhat  embarraaaed,  though  his  integrity  ia 
not  doubted.  He  was  paid  only  §1,500  as  secre- 
tary of  that  Territory  rand  it  was  not  enough.  The 
Delegate  from  Orrgon  [Mr.  Lakk]  has  assured 
me  that  it  was  not  enough;  and  he  further  osnarad 
me  that,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would  endeavor 
to  relieve  him,  by  making  an  effort  to  have  him 
compensaled  for  the  duties  performed  by  him, 
and  for  which  he  haa  not  received  a  proper  com- 
pcnaatlon. 

I  will  not  embarrass  ths  biU  by  my  amendment,   * 
and  I  will  withdmw  it. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  am  a  aerions  friend  of  this  biUt 
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and  am  very  unwilling  to  aee  it  incumbered  with 
amendments  which  will  endanger  its  final  passage. 
But  there  is  one  important  amendment  which  I 
desire  tn  see  made  to  this  bill,  and  1  will  send  it 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read.  I  ofler  it  as  an 
independent  section  to  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

^ni{  /te  it  further  cnnclej.  That  racli  of  the  jtiilgeflof  (he 
TtrriIori**sofC>rr|:on,  VV'ahtiinjjton,  Vxah,  and  New  Mexk-o, 
iHiall  be  f^upplieri  will)  a  compli-te  set  of  itieDt^eidioiittnt  llie 
6ii|iri'iiie  (JiMirt  nt'  tJie  Uiiit4*il  Statei<,  of  the  tjiiited  Slates 
Statutes  Bt  Larf;«,  and  "TAIden-.t  Inilrx  to  tile  Decisions  ol 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slatea. 

Mr. LETCHER.     They  are  already  supplied. 

IMr.  KERR.  Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  it  has 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  to 
supply  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  with 
libraries  for  the  purpose.  1  have  been  informed 
that  the  territorial  tribunals  were  not  furnished. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  however,  who  is 
well  Informed  in  reference  to  all  matters  of  this 
description,  says  they  are  supplied.  But,  sir,  1 
have  been  infortned  by  one  of  the  territorial 
judges  that  they  are  not  supplied. 

I  understand  now  that  when  theTerritories  were 
6r8t  organized,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment tn  furnish  them  with  reports  of  the  decisions 
oTlhe  Same  me  Court,  and  of  the  Statutes  at  Large, 
but  t  nt  that  act  has  expired  by  its  own  limitation 
—  I. at  there  has  been  no  renewal  of  it  for  some 
years,  during  which  time  these  judges  have  not 
been  supplied.  1  am  furthermore  informed,  that 
it  is  of  very  great  importance  that  these  jud^^ 
should  be  supplied  with  these  books.  They  re- 
aide  in  a  region  ot  country  where  it  is  impossible 
to  procure  a  suitable  library  to  enable  thetn  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  properly,  unless"  they  are  fur- 
nished by  the  Government.  I  think,  upon  a  little 
consideration,  the  committee  will  see  that  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  1  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  gentleman's  amendment,  provided 
he  will  so  modify  it  as  that  these  books  shall  not 
become  the  private  property  of  the  judges. 

Mr.  KERR.  1  have  no  objection  to  that  mod- 
ification, and  will  accept  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  not  know  how  the 
fact  may  be  about  the  territorial  judges  being 
■upplied  with  those  books.  I  know  the  district 
judges  in  the  Slates  are  furnished  with  those  re- 
ports annually,  and  that  the  United  States  Statutes 
nt  Large  are  also  furnished  to  them,  but  they  are 
retained  by  them  as  their  own  private  property. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  But  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  accepts  an  amendment  to  the 
elTeciithat  these  shall  not  become  private  property. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yes,  sir;  I  understand  that 
I  am  speaking  of  what  has  been  done.  If  it  be 
true,  as  the  gentlem.'in  from  North  Caroline  re- 
marked, that  these  books  were  once  furnished  to 
the  judges  of  the  Territories,  under  the  law,  I  do 
not  think  the  act  expired  by  its  own  limitation. 
If  they  were  ever  furnished,  1  have  no  doubt  they 
are  furnished  now.  If,  however,  they  are  not 
furnished  now,  1  see  no  reasonable  objection  to 
affording  the  same  facilities  to  the  judges  in  the 
Territories  that  are  furnished  to  those  in  the 
Stales.  What  I  object  to  is,  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  act  upon  these  matters  in  the  absence  of 
all  reliable  infiirnintinn  in  relation  to  them. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  The  Delegate  from  Min- 
nesota [Mr.  FIick]  says  that  they  were  originally 
furnished  to  the  judges  of  that  Territory,  but  that 
when  the  judges  were  removed,  they  took  them 
away  as  their  own  private  property. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1 
want  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  this  btll. 

Mr.  RICE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  give  way  a  moment  to  enable  ine  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  proposed 
this  amendment,  a  question.  I  desire  to  ask, 
whether  a  provision  for  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota was  included  in  his  amendment? 

Mr.  KERR.     It  did  not  include  Minnesota. 

Mr.  RICE.  1  move  then  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  including  a  like  provision  for  Minnesota. 

Mr.  RERR.  The  Territory  of  Minnesota  was 
unintentionally  left  out  of  my  amendment,  and  I 
will  cheerfully  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Minnesota. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  they  are 
all  in  now,  and  I  suppose  we  have  everything  be- 
fore us  in  the  way  of  expenditure  that  is  to  go  into 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HENN.    I  aalc  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 


ginia to  allow  me  to  make  a  single  suggestion.  I 
dtsire  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  who  moved  this 
amendment,  that  he  modify  it  so  asm  provide  ihat 
when  the  judge  goes  out  of  otKce  the  books  shall 
go  into  the  territorial  library. 

Mr.  KERR.  No,  sir;  1  prefer  that  they  should 
go  into  the  judicial  library. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  remark,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  allow  me,  tliat 
there  have  been  appropriations  made  for  libraries 
in  all  these  Territories,  and  that  this  is  a  new 
item  entirely,  to  undertake  to  furnish  libraries  for 
the  judges  of  the  Territories. 
•  Mr.  LETCHER.  1  do  not  know  how  that 
may  be,  but  there  is  a  manifest  ditierence  of  opin- 
ion as  In  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  goes  far  to 
demonstrate  what  1  have  said,  that  we  are  going 
on  with  this  matter  in  a  sort  of  helter-skelter  style, 
by  no  means  commendable  in  legislation. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me:  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  undoubtedly 
right.  If  you  examine  our  legislation  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  you  will  find  liberal  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  for  libraries  in  every  one  of 
these  Territories. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  only  shows  then  what  I 
insisted  upon  when  I  was  up  before — the  necessity 
of  leaving  it  to  the  proper  Department,  which  has 
charge  of  these  expenditures  to  furnish  its  own 
recommendations  of  what  is  necessary  for  these 
Territories. 

Sir,  I  imagine,  if  you  will  go  back  and  take  the 
cost  of  Indiana  Territory  for  its  legislative,  judi- 
cial, executive,  and  other  purposes,  you  will  find 
that  it  was  not  the  one  tenth  part  of  what  the  cost 
of  one  of  our  Territories  is  now.  I  doubt  whether 
indeed,  it  is  the  one  twentieth  of  the  cost  of  one 
of  the  Territories  at  this  time.  This  increase  of 
all  these  salaries  makes  the  cost,  greater  even  than 
under  the  late  Whig  Administration  !  [Laughter] 
The  cost  of  keeping  up  all  these  territorial  govern- 
menlshasbeen  largely  increased.  Fur  the  last  few 
years  profligacy  and  extravagance  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  money,  has  been  the  prevailing  evil  of 
the  times.  You  find  it  in  the  local  legislatures.  You 
find  it  here  in  this  legislature.  You  cannot  go 
anywhere  where  public  money  is  distributed  by 
legislative  vote,  or  in  any  other  way,  that  you  do 
not  find  every  speciesof  application  for  appropria- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  particular  individuals,  or 
particular  classes  of  individuals. 

Now,  here  we  see  that  everything  is  running  up 
in  price,  as  they  tell  us.  Grain  Is  a  great  deal 
higher;  bacon  is  a  great  deol  higher;  and  every- 
thing that  a  man  eats  or  wears  is  increasing  in 
price  every  twenty-four  hours.  [Laughter.]  And 
at  the  rale  It  is  going  on,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
tell  what  will  be  the  cost  by  the  closeof  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  this  is  by  any  manner 
of  means  the  last  efi'ort  we  shall  have  to  increase 
salaries.  1  think  that  we  shall  have  a  number 
more;  and  I  am  not,  therefore,  at  all  surprised  to 
see  thegentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.TAVLoa]  intro- 
ducing a  nronoaitlon  to  go  back  and  include  all 
who  have  liela  office,  without  limitation  as  to  time. 
But  the  gentleman  says  that  he  does  it  by  way  of 
justice  to  his  Whig  friends.  He  says  my  propo- 
sition that  Democrats  were  worth  more  than 
Whigs  is  not  right.  Does  not  the  gentleman  show 
that  my  argument  is  right,  when  he  admits  that 
his  Whig  secretary  in  Oregon  was  a  defaulter? 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  No,  I  did  not.  His 
account  remains  unsettled. 

Mr.  LETCH  ER.  I  tell  you  that  when  the  ac- 
counts remain  unsettled,  there  is  something  want- 
ing to  foot  up  the  balance.  That  is  pretty  gener- 
ally the  case,  I  think.     [Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  The  gentleman  enlarges  the 
Idea  I  meant  to  convey.  I  did  not  mean  to  enlarge 
the  salaries  of  every  man  who  had  gone  before. 
I  say  that  if  you  put  up  the  salaries  of  gentlemen 
now  doing  service  in  the  Territory,  you  ought  to 
do  full  justice,  and  pay  those  who  have  acted  in 
these  sameTerriiories  for  four  or  five  years  back, 
the  same  sum. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  not  want  to  put  them 
lip.  So  the  gentleman's  argument  is  lostasto  me. 
I  was  against  even  this  clerks'  bill,  which  had 
much  of  the  principle  contained  in  the  amendment 
of  my  friend  from  Ohio.  That  went  back.  It 
was  retrospective  in  its  operation,  and  increased 
salaries  for  a  year  back,  almost.  I  was  against 
that.    I  am  against  all  these  retrospective  acta; 


and  I  am  against  all  appfoprialiona  of  moliey 
here  unless  the  Administration  shoulder  the  re- 
sponsibility, and  tell  us  that  it  is  needed  for  a 
proper  purpose.  It  Is  their  business  to  make  these 
recommendations.  It  is  their  business  to  furnish 
the  estimates,  and  then  for  us  to  decide  whether 
they  are  right  or  wrong.  Let  them  lake  their 
proper  respohsibility,  and  send  their  estimates 
here.  If  an  increase  of  salaries  is  demanded,  or 
if  an  increase  of  expenditures  is  demanded,  why 
then  let  them  show  it.  If  they  do,  I  am  prepored  to 
vote  for  it.  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  it  otherwise. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  have  it  said  Ihat  the  officers 
of  this  Government  did  not  ask  an  Increase  which 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  forced  on  them. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  simply  to  remark,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dun- 
H.tM,]  that  whatever  appropriations  may  hereto- 
fore have  been  made  by  Congress,  with  a  view  to 
establish  libraries  in  theTerritories,  I  believe  It  is 
not  pretended  by  anybody  that  any  professional 
or  law  libraries  have  been  established  in  the  Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  It  is  very  true  that  they 
have  not  been  established  expressly  as  law  libra- 
ries, but  I  understand  that  there  are  libraries  ex- 
pressly for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  KERR.     Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  And  I  suppose  that  these 
very  reports  and  statutes  at  large  have  been  em- 
braced in  the  purchases  for  those  libraries,  if 
they  have  not  been,  they  undoubtedly  should  have 
been. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me,  I  will  tell  him  what  I  know  about  the 
custom  of  theOovernment  in  relation  to  the  statutes 
at  large.  The  judges  of  Oregon  Territory  have 
been  furnished  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sialeswith  sets  of  the  statutes  at  large.  They  were 
sent  to  me,  and  1  disiribuied  them  equally  among 
the  judges  of  the  Territory.  Now,  if  that  is  not 
the  custom  of  the  Government,  we  in  Oregon  got 
so  much  more  than  we  were  entitled  to.  But  I  in- 
cline to  think  that  the  judges  of  all  theTerritoriee 
have  been  furnished  with  the  statutes  at  large. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  We  can  amend  theamend- 
ment  by  adding  a  proviso  that  these  books  shall 
only  be  furnished  to  those  Territories  which  have 
not  already  received  them. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oregon  whether  the  reports  and 
statutes  are  not  included  in  the  purchase,  and  do 
not  also  form  a  part  of  the  territorial  library  ? 

Mr.  LANE.  They  are  in  the  territorial  library 
of  Oregon.  Whether  they  have  been  procured 
for  the  other  Territoiies  i  cannot  say. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Undoubledly  they  have. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  will  find  that 
I  am  entirely  right.  The  gentleman  from  Oregon 
says  that  these  books  have  been  furnished  for 
Oregon  Territory.  Now,  liberal  appropriations 
have  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  libraries  for 
all  the  other  Territories  also;  and  if  these  other 
Territories  have  not  expended  the  money  with 
equal  providence  and  care,  the  fault  is  their  own. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  will  modify  my  amendment^in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Campbell,]  by  inserting  the  words  "  to 
which  they  have  not  heretofore  been  furnished." 

Now,  let  me  say  a  word  or  two  only.  I  am  a 
little  surprised  at  the  objection  which  is  urged  to 
this  bill  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Letcher. 1  Of  all  men  upon  this  floor,  he  is  the 
very  last  tnat  I  should  have  suspected  of  waiting 
for  Executive  dictation  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  as  a  Representative  of  the  people.  Now,  I 
hold  that  here  we  are  at  liberty  ourselves  to  in- 
quire what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  and,  being 
satisfied  of  what  the  public  interest  demands,  we 
ought  to  do  It,  whether  the  Administration  in 
power  will  take  the  responsibility  of  advising  it 
or  not.  I  care  not  who  is  in  power;  whether  the 
party  to  which  I  belong,  or  the  party  to  which  I 
am  opposed 

Mr.  WADE, (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  how  this  amend> 
ment  affects  the  question  of  congressional  non- 
intervention and  popular  sovereignty  in  the  Terri- 
tories?    [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  KERR.  About  as  much  as  the  gentle- 
man's question  afTecls  this  bill.  It  has  nothing  in 
the  world  to  do  with  it.  [Laughter.]  I  was  about 
to  observe  that  it  matters  not  to  me  who  Is  in 
favor.     I  care  not  whether  it  be  a  Whig  or  Dem- 
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ocAtie  AdminiatratioB,  or  Whether  they  are  for  or 
against  a  mcaaure.  1  will  oheerrully  gire  it  my 
support,  if  1  am  satisfied  that  it  deserves  it,  no 
matter  what  the  powers  that  be  may  do  or  say, 
and  I  am  sure  that  my  friend  from  Virginia  would 
do  the  same.  If  there  iaiMiy  man  upon  this  floor 
to  whom  I  look  for  an  independent  lead,  he  is  the 
man;and  I  would  as  soon  havesuapteted  any  other 
man  here  to  inquire  whdt  the  EzecutiTC  wished  to 
be  done  before  he  acts  here,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lktchsr.]  I  think  he  did 
not  do  himself  justice  in  that  respect,  but  will  do 
so  if  an  opportunity  is  afforded  him. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  certainly  am  much  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  |  M  r.  Kekr] 
for  the  compliment  he  has  paid  me.  in  regard  to 
waiting  for  recommendations  from  the  Executive 
Drparlmenis  before  acting  upon  bills  here,  I  think 
'  I  can  say  that  I  am  no  more  likely  to  be  influenced 
by  them  than  any  other  man  upon  this  floor.  It 
strikes  me,  however,  in  this  case,  that  ws  ought 
to  know  what  is  expected  to  bs  done,  and  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  wait  until  we  get  ^oroe  sug- 
gestions informing  us  what  we  really  need. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  was  about  to  oliaerve,  when  I 
was  interrupted,  if  1  had  to  inquire  for  informa- 
tion at  all  with  regard  to  my  duty,  1  would  inquire 
of  my  equals,  and  not  of  any  masters. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  n«ove  that  the  committee 
rise,  so  that  we  can  ascertain  from  the  President, 
or  some  other  Executive  officer,  whether  they  have 
got  a  library  in  the  Territory  or  not. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  think  that  the  section,  even 
as  amended  by  the  gentlemen  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Kebk,]  is  certainly  not  a  judicious  one, 
as  1  think  I  can  satisfy  the  committee  in  a  very 
few  minutes.  We  have,  as  I  stated  before,  made 
most  liberal  provisions  for  libraries  in  the  Territo- 
ries. These  governments  are  in  themselves  evan- 
escent; they  cannot  remain  long.  In  a  short 
time  the  territorial  governments  must  be  changed 
for  Stati  governments.  Why,  then,  should  we 
go  beyond  what  we  have  done  heretofore  in  pro- 
viding libraries  for  officers  of  Territories,  who  will 
not  long,at  furthest,  continue  to  need  them?  Why 
should  we  provide  libraries  for  officers  holding 
their  offices  at  the  will  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
not,  and  probably  will  not,  be  continued  in  office 
over  four  years,  especially  if  there  should  be  a 
change  in  the  politics  of  the  Executive  of  the  Gen- 
eral Qovernment;  and  if  not  before  changed,  must 
soon  pass  away  when  the  territorial  organixationa 
give  place  to  Slate  governments. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  But  they  will  have  •ueees- 
sors. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Who  will  be  <heir  succes- 
sors, when  the  offices  cease  with  the  territorial 
Government  for  which  they  were  created  i  Your 
government  ceases,  the  office  ceases,  and,  I  take 
It,  the  succession  ceases  also.  There  will  be  no 
successor;  there  can  be  none. 

Mr.  KERR  made  some  remark  in  reference  to 
libraries  for  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  Slates,  who  would  be  the  successors, 
which  was  imperfectljr  heard  by  the  reporter. 
'Mr.  DUNHAM.  Your  territorial  court  is 
composed  of  three  judges;  yourdiatricteouHs  will 
be  composed  sf  one.  You  will  have  three  sets 
of  books,  besides  the  set  now  in  the  territorial 
library,  in  the  very  place,  by  the  way,  where 
these  officers  need  them,  the  capital  of  the  Terri- 
tory. Yon  will  have  three  sets  of  books  there, 
while  you  have  but  onedistrict  judge  tousetbem. 

Now,  there  is  one  thing  more  that  I  desire  to 
say  in  regard  to  this  bill,  while  I  am  upon  the 
floor.  1  think  we  are  increasing  all  these  salaries 
with  a  great  deal  of  recklessness  and  prodigality. 
I  speak  particularly  of  the  men 

Mr.  CULLOM,  (interrupting.  ^  I  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise  ana  report  to  the 
House.  It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  get  through 
to-day. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  yield  the  floor  for  that  motion? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  No,  air,  not  yet.  I  will 
complete  my  remarks,  and  then,  if  the  committse 
desire  to  rise,  they  can  do  so.    I  shall  be  brief. 

In  regard  to  these  salaries,  I  was  saying,  I  speak 
particularly  to  gentlemen  who  make  such  earnest 
professions  of  the  doctrine  of  Stale  rights.  We 
are  increasing  the  salaries  of  all  the  Federal  officers 
to  an  extent  much  above  the  salaries  of  officers 
doing  similar  duties  under  the  Slate  governments. 
And  the  tendency  of  all  this  is  to  destroy  all 


disposition  to  take  office  under  the  Slate  govern- 
ment, and  induce  an  inordinate  desire  for  office 
under  the  Federal  Government.  To  withdraw  the 
best  talent  of  the  country  from  the  service  of  Slates, 
and  absorb  it  in  this  great  central  power,  must 
of  course  soon  destroy  the  dignity  and  independ- 
ence of  the  State  sovereignties.  This  tendency 
is  all  wrong. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  permit  me  to  interrupt  him  with  «  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.   Certainly. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  want  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  this  question:  Whether  or  uQt, 
if  any  person  receive  these  books,  they  will  not 
revert  to  the  Government  when  the  office  becomes 
extinct  > 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  1  will  answer  the  question 
of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  by  asking  a 
question  in  return:  Did  he  ever  know  anything 
belonging  to  the  General  Government  to  be  re- 
turned ?  If  be  ever  knew  an  instance  of  that  kind, 
then  I  think  there  may  be  something,  appropriate 
in  his  question. 

Mr.  BERN HISEL.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  permit  me  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    Of  course;  I  yield  itentirely. 

Mr.  BERN  HISEL.  I  merely  desire  to  state 
that  the  judges  of  the  supremecourt  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Territory  of  Utah  were  supplied 
with  the  United  States  Siaiuies  at  Large,  up  lo  the 
end  of  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-Second  Con- 
gress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  division  on  the 
amendment  oflered  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Kbrh.]  Only  twenty^iine  mem- 
bers voted  in  the  affirmative. 

[Cries  of  "  Count  the  other  side."J 

Mr.  ORR.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  will  be  evi- 
dently without  a  quorum  ifa  further  count  ia  taken. 
1  call  for  tellers,  and  then  1  move  that  the  com- 
mittee do  now  rise  and  report  to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  Mr. 
JoNii,  of  Tennessee,  having  taken  the  chair  as 
Speaker  pro  temport,  the  Chair  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union 
had  had  under  consideration  the  Union  generally, 
and  especially  the  order  relative  to  the  territorial 
business,  and  bod  instructed  him  to  report  to  the 
House  three  bills,  which  were  adopted  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly,  at  half  past  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tdbsdat,  Mmi  3, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henht  SLicca. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  favor 
of  a  donation  of  land  lo  that  State  for  educational 
purposes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  LandSi 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  favor  of  so  amending  the  act  of  Congress 
granting  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers,  or 
their  widows  and  minor  children,  that  in  case 
there  be  no  widow  or  misor  (hildren,  the  provis- 
ions of  said  act  shall  embrace  the  adult  children; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WADE,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Connecticut,  presented  the  memorial  of  Alvao 
Underwood  and  sixty-nine  others,  citizens  of 
Woodstock,  Connecticut,  praying  for  the  adop- 
tion af  measures,  by  treaties  with  foreign  countries, 
which  shall  in  future  prevent  wars,  and  refer  all 
national  disputes  and  controversies  to  arbitration; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Farmington,  Connecticut,  praying  the  reduction 
of  ocean  postage  to  a  uniform  rate  of  two  cents; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commitwe  on  tb«  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 


Also,  a  memorial  of  William  D.  Sands  and  forty- 
nine  others,  citizens  of  Hadlyme,  Connecticut,  pro- 
testing against  the  posssge  of  the  Nebraska  bill; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  of  Indiana,  composed  of  twelve 
thousand  members,  praying  the  rejection  of  the 
Nebraska  bill,  or  of  any  bill  which  will  introduce 
slavery  into  the  Territories;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Iowa,  preying  the  establishment  of  a 
post  road  from  Dubuque,  via  New  Wine,  thence 
on  the  new  State  road ,  via  Strawberry  Point,  Rob- 
erlson's  Ford,  and  West  Union,  to  Decorah; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  bill 
for  organizing  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey,  presented 
a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating  sgainst  the  passage  of  the 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Burlington  cou  nly , 

New  Jersey,  praying  that  all  those  soldiers  who 

have  served  in  any  of  the  wars  of  the  United  Stales, 

may  be  granted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 

^hid;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  a  petiUon  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  Jewish  religion,  resid- 
ing in  Missouri,  praying  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  obtain  for  American  citizens  of  every 
creed,  residing  or  traveling  in  foreign  countries, 
ajusi  degree  uf  civil  and  religious  freedom;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  memorial  of 
Franklin  Chase,  praying  that  his  claim  in  relation 
to  the  confiscation  of  the  schooner  Oregon,  ad- 
versely reported  upon,  may  be  recommitteid  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims;  which,  with  the  papers  on 
file  in  j-elation  to  the  subject,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  petition  of  F.  A. 
Underwood  and  H.  A.  Crane,  beira  of  Jehu  Un- 
derwood, praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to 
a  certain  tract  of  land;  which  wiui  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  C0HMITTBE8. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Chandler,  mother  of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  of 
the  Army,  who  waa  drowned  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  praying  a  pension,  aaked  to 
be  discharged  from  its  tartner  considersiion,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  S.  T. 
Van  Derze,  an  officer  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment in  the  war  of  1812,  praying  an  amend- 
ment of  the  bounty  land  and  pension  laws,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Comroitteeon  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Summers,  widow  of  Cornelius  Summers,  who 
served  in  the  lost  war  with  Great  Britain,  as  a 
substitute  for  one  Gray,  praying  to  be  allowed 
bounty  land,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  ror<her  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  McVey,  a  aol- 
dier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  a 
pension,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  waa  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  b« 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Rowe,  re- 
Sorted  it  back  without  amendment,  accompanied 
y  a  report  on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Gtbaoa, 
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reported  it  back  without  amendment,  accompanied 
bjr  a  report  on  the  subject;  which  waa  ordered  to 
be  primed. 

He  also,  from  the  same-  committee,  to  whom 
waa  referred  additional  documents  in  the  case  of 
Beojamin  Burton,  submitted  an  adverse  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Stewart,  of 
Stamford,  Delaware  county.  New  York,  praying 
a  pension,  submitted  an  advense  report  thereon; 
wnich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Frederick  Vincent, administrator  of  Le  Caze 
and  Mallet,  praying  the  payment  of  money  ad- 
vanced during  the  revolutionary  war,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the.  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  respecting  Indian  Uepredalions  in  that 
Territory,  and  the  petition  of  John  U.  Chapman 
and  ClarindaP.  Chapman,  praying  that  steps  may 
be  taken  to  civilize  the  Indians  at  Puget's  Sound, 
in  Washington  Territory,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  MORTON,  froni  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Denton  Offutt,  praying  Congress  to  purchase  his 
system  for  the  improvement  of  the  breeds  of 
domestic  animals,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
urther  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  granting  the  right 
of  way  to  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  rail- 
road, through  the  arsenal  magazine  and  Jefferson 
barracks  tracts, reported  it  back  with  amendments. 

SURVEY  OP  COAL  FIELDS. 

Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Renolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AtTairs  be  in- 
Htructed  to  iiujiiire  into  thn  expediency  ot*  aulhorizinK  the 
PreaiJentof  the  Uniieil  Slntex  to  cause  an  examination 
anil  4iirvL-y  to  be  made  of  the  coal  field)*  on  and  in  the 
riPigtiborliood  of  Deep  river,  in  the  Estate  of  North  Carolina, 
wiiii  a  view  to  tlie  esiablistimeni  of  a  national  foundery  and 
armory. 

NEW  MAIL  ROUTE. 
Mr.    DODGE,   of  Wisconsin,  submitted   the 
following   resolution;   which  was 'considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rciolt-ftl,  That  the  Coinmilleeonihe  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roada  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  est»b- 
Ushin^  a  mail  route  from  Monieville,  via  (JaleRVille  and 
Douglass's  Mills,  to  Bl.ick  River  Palla,  in  VViiiconHin. 

ENROLLED  BILL.S  SIGNED. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Forney,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  bill  and  joint  resolution: 

A  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust  the  expenses  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Territorial  Assembly  of  Oregon  to  prepare  a  code 
of  laws,  also  to  adjust  the  expenses  of  collecting 
and  printing  certain  laws  and  archives  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grafton  Baker. 

The  messofe  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  a  bill  for  the  construction  of  certain 
military  roads  and  wells  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  undersigned,  managers  of  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of 
Representatives,  upon  the  disajjreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  on  the  atiiiMiilnientH  ti>  House  bill  Nu.  '17,  being 
**  An  act  makttiK  nppro|iriatiniis  f<»r  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  for  thn  year  cndini,'the30th  June,  1655,"  have 
met,  and  at'ter  full  and  free  conference,  have  agreed  to 
recommend  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  first  amendment 
to  said  bill ;  aud,  also,  that  the  Senate  reeede  fi-om  its  non- 
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concurrence  witli  ttic  House  amendment  to  the  third  amend- 
ment to  that  bin. 

R.  M.  T.  IIIINTEK, 
JAMES  SHIELDS, 
JOHN  BELL, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senutf. 
GEO.  W.JONES, 
WILLAM  n.  BfSSELL, 
JOHN  a.  DAVIS, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House.  " 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  from  which 
the  committee  recommended  that  It  should  recede, 
was  to  insert: 

"  For  repairs  ami  additions  to  professors'  quarters, 
^5,000." 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate,  was  to  add 
the  following  as  an  additional  section: 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  compensation  of  the 
profeiisors  of  French  and  drawing  be  nmde  equal  to  that  of 
the  prolesaorsof  the  other  departments,  and  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  master  of  the  sword  be  .«l,'iOO  per  annum." 

The  amendment  of  the  House  in  which  the 
Senate  originally  non-concurred,  was  to  strikeout 
the  words: 

"  Professors  of  French  and  drawing  be  made  equal  lo 
that  of  the  professors  of  the  other  departments,  and  the 
compensiaUon  of  the" — 

So  as  to  make  the  section  read: 

"  Bkc.  ti.  Be  it  further  enacted,  I'lial  the  compensation 
of  the  master  of  the  sword  be  .91,300  per  annum." 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  will  state  that,  for  fear  of 
losing  the  whole  bill,  we  had  to  receile  from  our 
position,  but  I  really  hope  we  shall  persist  here- 
after until  we  do  justice  to  these  professors. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the 
year  eniling  June  30,  1855,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Weller  to  amend  the 
following  amendment,  reported  by  Mr.  Sebas- 
TiiK  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  by 
striking  out  $I25,U00,  and  inserting  $200,000: 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  continuing  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  the  Indians  in  California  to  five  military  res- 
ervations, in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  by  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  atTuirs  of  Uiat  Slate,  and  approved 
hy  the  Presidiul,  the  >.uui  of  ^lai  000  :  Provided,  The  sub- 
iigents  created  by  this  act  shall  be  appointed  by  the  super- 
intendent, subject  lo  conlirmalion  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  not  to  exceed  one  for  each  reservation  nor  five  in 
all.  Said  reservations  to  contain  nnt  less  than  five,  nor 
more  than  ttventy-five  thousand  acres.  And  the  said  super 
intendent  is  authorized  to  apply,  out  of  the  sum  hereby 
appropriated,  not  exceeding  ^^,000  in  the  extinguislinient 
of  contiicting  titles  and  rights  lo  said  reserved  lands  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  $1  *25  per  acre  for  a  valid  and  inde- 
feasible titl-f  to  the  lands  ho  purchased  :  *9nd  Provided,  The 
Stale  of  California  shall  cede  the  necessary  jurisdiction  in 
such  cases. 

For  general  incidental  expenses  of  the  Indian  service  in 
California,  embracing  Uie  expenses  of  travel  of  ihe  super- 
ialendent  and  ageni,  tic,  .$35,000. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  to  strike  out  "  $125,000"  and  in- 
sert "$200,000."  An  amendment  was  also  moved 
by  my  colleague  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  California,"  in  the  amendment  reported  from 
the  committee;  which  is  the  question  now  to  be 
taken  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bhioht  In 
the  chair.)  The  Senator  who  is  now  on  the 
floor  first  moved  to  strike  out  "  jJ125,000,"  and 
insert  "$200,000."  His  colleague  subsequently 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee.  It  will  be  read  if  the  Senator  desires 
it. 

Mr.  BADGER.     What  is  it.' 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  apprehend  that  there  is 
some  error  in  this. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
again  put  the  question  if  desired. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  motion  which  1  made 
yesterday 

Tht  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Th.  Senator 


from  California  will  allow  the  amendment  to  be 
read,  as  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  desires  it. 
The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  read; 
and  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Gwi.v  was  to 
strikeout  all  after  the  word  "  California,"  and 
insert  "  for  preserving  peace  with  said  Indians, 
$200,000,"  so  that  the  amendment  would  read: 

"For  defraying  the  expenses  of  conlinuing  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  Indians  in  Calilbriii.),  and  for  pre- 
seiviiig  peace  with  said  Indians,  .^20U,UUO." 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  first  question,  1  believe, 
is  on  my  motion  to  strike  out  $125,000,  and  in- 
sert ^200,000.  I  stated  yesterday  Ihat  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  in  California  called  for 
an  iippropriation  of  $500,000. 

Upon  a  consultation  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  I  advised  him  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, $200,000  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  en- 
able the  Government  to  carry  out  the  plan.  It 
was,  therefore,  on  my  recommendation  in  part, 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  com- 
plied with  the  wish  of  the  superintendent,  but  cut 
down  the  amount  lo  $200,000.  The  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  not  being  able,  as  I  think,  to 
assign  any  reason  at  all,  cut  it  down  .still  further 
to  $125,000.  Now,  I  ask  to  restore  the  estimate 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  $200,000. 
That,  in  my  judgment,  will  be  amply  sufficient 
for  the  Indians  in  that  country,  there  being  now, 
according  to  the  reports,  one  fourth  of  all  the  In- 
dians in  the  United  States  located  in  California. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  pending  question  I 
now  understand  to  be  on  the  substitute  offered  yes- 
terday by  the  Senator  from  California,  for  the 
amendment  reported  from  the  committee.  I  stated 
that  I  had  not  the  slightest  objection  to  increasing 
the  amount,  provided  it  was  to  be  applied  in  the 
way  the  committee  recommended.  I  yet  have  no 
objection,  if  the  Senate  think  that  $200,000  is  re- 
quired by  the  service  in  that  country,  to  appropri- 
ate that  amount;  but  the  committee  were  unable 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  more  than  $125,000 
could  be  profitably  employed,  because  we  hail  no 
information  from  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
administration  of  Indian  affairs  in  California,  of 
the  disbursement  of  the  quarter  of  a  million  which 
was  appropriated  Inst  year.  I  think  that,  sir,  is 
alone  a  sufficient  reason  for  resiricting  and  limit- 
ing the  appropriation  which  the  committee  were 
disposed  to  give  to  the  Department,  below  the  sum 
recommended,  which  we  now  learn  came  from  the 
Department  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
California.  That  is  a  mere  matter  of  detail,  how- 
ever. 

But  I  understand  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  goes  further,  and  involves  adeparture 
from  the  plan  adopted  by  Congress  and  the  Exec- 
utive heretofore,  and  to  restore  the  old,  and  what 
I  understood  to  be  the  exploded  system  of  Indian 
administration  in  that  State,  which  existed  prior 
lo  theiaci  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The 
amendment,  as  now  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
California,  would  be  restoring  the  plan  of  appro- 
priating general  amounts  for  the  general  purpose 
of  preserving  peace  with  the  Indians  in  California. 
By  referring  to  the  history  of  the  administration 
of  that  plan,  it  will  be  seen  that  such  had  been  the 
magnitude  of  the  evils  that  had  grown  out  of  it; 
sucn  had  been  the  signal  failure  of  that  system 
heretofore,  that,  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  the  Sen- 
ale,  almost  without  a  dissenting  voice,  adopted  the 
system  which  is  now  in  force  there-,  and  which,  1 
think,  affords  the  only  efficient  plan  for  the  pro- 
tection and  civilization  of  the  Indian  population  of 
that  State  against  that  inevitable  and  irresistible 
agency — the  encroachment  of  the  white  man. 

That  system,  so  far  as  it  has  worked,  has 
worked  efficiently,  expensively,  it  is  true,  as  every 
system  of  administration  in  that  Stele  must  neces- 
sarily work  from  the  inflated  state  and  condition 
of  things  there  at  this  time.  That  is  a  difficulty 
which  we  must  expect  to  meet,  and  which  we 
must  face.  It  is  a  difficulty  which  we  are  to  over- 
come, and  overcome  now;  for  an  experiment  when 
first  tried  must  involve  the  expenditure  of  amounts 
startling  to  us,  from  which  we  must  expect  that 
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the  deTcIopment  of  the  syatem  will  recover  itself 
in  the  process  of  time. 

But,  sir,  does  the  old  system,  for  which  the  Sen- 
ator now  proposes  to  abandon  this  experiment, 
ever  work  with  freater  satisfnction  than  that 
which  was  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  at  the  last  session,  and  whose  fruits 
are  successfu)  up  to  this  lime,  although  it  costs  an 
immense  amount  of  money  ?  I  think  not.  We 
all  remember  the  fruit  of  the  old  system,  for  which 
an  appropriation  was  made.  Commissioners  were 
sent  out  there,,and  almost  the  first  results  of  their 
labor  was  the  enactment  of  some  nineteen  or 
twenty  treaties,  which  were  returned  here,  involv- 
ing the  Government  in  the  expenditure  of  $800,000 
or  $1,000,000.  It  is  very  true  that  we  have  not 
paid  it;  but  this  shows  the  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem. The  very  first  step  which  was  made  in  its 
progress  broke  it  down,  and  it  has  not  been  able 
to  be  revived. 

1  appeal  to  the  Senators  from  that  State,  if  we 
abandon  the  only  system  which  has  worked  with 
anything  like  resulis  corresponding  to  our  expect- 
ations, and  go  back  to  the  system  of  general 
appropriation — to  the  abandoned  and  exploded 
system  which  never  worked  with  efficacy — what 
are  we  to  expect?  Are  we  to  expect  results  more 
flattering  than  those  developed  in  the  operation 
of  this  system?  I  think  not.  1  am  disposed, 
therefore,  to  adhere  to  that  syatem  tenaciously, 
until  it  shall  be,  by  experiment,  proved  to  hsve 
been  a  failure  or  a  successful  policy.  It  is  the 
same  which  we  adopt  in  reference  to  all  the  Indian 
tribes  at  this  time.  It  has  been  ingrafted  on  our 
late  treaties.  It  has  been  ingrafted  on  one  or  two 
appropriations  in  the  Indian  appropriation  bill; 
and  we  intend  to  propose  and  insist  upon  it  as  a 
system  of  general  Indian  appropriation,  believing, 
as  I  think,  that  it  affords  the  only  prospect  of  per- 
manently civilizing  and  giving  fixed  agricultural 
habits  to  that  people.  . 

As  I  before  staled,  I  make  no  point  upon  the 
amount  of  money.  If  $200,000  is  required  instead 
of  $135,000, 1  am  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  that;  but  I  am  opposed  to  that 
amendment  which  involves  theabandonmentof  the 
system  on  which  the  past  appropriations  have  been 
made,  and  proposes  the  restoration  of  one  which 
never  brought  forth  good  fruit,  and  which  has 
been  heretofore  abandoned.  I  think,  sir,  it  is 
more  wise  in  us  to  pursue  some  system  with  con- 
sistency, with  something  like  a  dignity  of  purpose; 
and  not  be  changing  and  vacillating  between  one 
system  and  another,  and  going  back  to  a  policy 
which  never  has,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, led  to  anything  but  signal  failures. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  concur  entirely  in  the  views 
expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas;  but  I 
should  like  to  make  an  inquiry  of  him  in  reference 
to  an  objection  which  he  states,  that  the  United 
States  have  no  power  to  make  reservations  in  the 
Stale  of  California.  Why  is  it  that  treaties  have 
not  been  made  with  these  Indian  tribes?  I  know 
that  there  were  treaties  made  in  such  a  form  and 
under  such  circumstances,  that  the  Senate  rejected 
them,  or  the  Executive,  perhaps,  thought  proper 
not  to  submit  them  to  the  Senate  for  rejection  or 
ratification.  But  why  is  it  that  no  substquent 
attempt  has  been  made  to  make  treaties  with  these 
Indian  tribes?  I  take  it  for  granted  that  there  is 
public  .domain  there,  in  the  various  gorges  of  the 
mountains,  where  they  would  not  interfere  with 
the  population  now  in  California. 

A  treaty  is  the  only  method  of  which  I  am 
aware,  by  which,  under  the  Constitution,  we  can 
secure  reservations  in  order  lo  make  the  experi- 
ment, and  I  have  been  surprised,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  no  such  treaties  appear  to  have 
been  attempted  of  late,  as  far  a*  I  am  informed. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  that  they  are  in  progress  now, 
or  that  instructions  have  been  transmitted  to  make 
them,  but  if  there  be  territories  belonging  to  the 
United  States  in  California,  by  treaty,  we  can  cer- 
tainly secure  the  Indians  in  the  enjoyment  of  those 
reservations  just  as  we  have  done  in  all  other 
eases,  and  just  as  we  are  authorized  directly  by 
the  Constitution  to  do,  where  the  United  States 
are  the  owners  of  the  unappropriated  domain,  and 
where  the  Indians  have  not  been  incorporated  as 
members  of  the  State  by  law.  In  that  case  we 
have  no  power. 

It  was  suggested  in  debate  yesterday,  that  the 
people  or  the  ILegislature  of  California  would 
pot,  perhaps,  giv»  their  consent  to  this  plan. 


Rumors  were  stated  as  existing  in  California,  that 
perhaps  east  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  some  country 
(lid  exist  on  which  the  Indians  might  be  located. 
1  suppose,  if  there  be  any  territory  unappropri- 
ated by  law,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  select  portions  of  the  public  domain  on 
whi.:h  to  make  this  experiment.  But  my  object 
in  rising  was  to  get  information  from  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  to  get  him  to  inform  me,  if  he 
knew,  why  it  was  that  this  preliminary  step  had 
not  been  taken  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee — for  I  really  wish  the  benefit  of  his  in- 
formation on  this  subject — whether  he  thinks  we 
would  have  the  right  to  take  a  cession  of  the  ex- 
elusive  jurisdiction  from  the  Slate  of  California 
for  Indian  reservation?  That  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  point  of  doubt.  1  merely  wish  to  ai>k  the  ques- 
tion to  get  the  information  from  the  Senator. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  only  refer  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator to  the  practice  of  the  Government  from 
Washington's  administration  down  lo  this  time. 
The  Government  has  never  undertaken  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  of  sovereignty  over  the  Indian 
tribes,  it  is  true,  so  far  as  to  give  them  the  fee- 
simple  in  the  domain.  We  do  not  do  that  by 
treaty,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  experiment 
to  be  made  that  we  should  give  them  anything 
but  the  usufructory  enjoyment;  but  that  we  can 
continue  indefinitely. 

In  those  States,  for  example,  in  Texas,  where 
the  Government  owns  no  public  domain,  the 
United  Stales  have  forborne,  for  they  have  not  had 
the  power,  lo  make  any  such  reservations.  'That 
would  have  to  be  done  with  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate.  But  my  experience  is, 
that  the  Government  from  its  foundation,  has  felt 
al  liberty,  and  has  executed  the  power  of  making 
permanent  reservations,  not  giving  to  the  Indians 
the  fee-simple  of  the  soil  in  any  State,  but  by 
treaty  stipulations,  protecting  the  Indiana  in  the 
enjoyment  of  those  reservations,  and  this  under 
the  express  power  of  the  Constitution  authorizing 
the  Government  to  make  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes  withinany  States  of  the  Union,  those  tribes 
not  being  members  of  such  Slaie,  not  being  recog- 
nized as  such. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the 
United  States  can  take  the  junsdiciion  of  any  land 
in  California  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  without 
the  consent  of  California.  The  United  States, 
though,  have  certainly  the  authority  and  power  to 
set  off  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  any  amount  of 
territory  they  choose,  and  prescribe  roles  and  reg- 
ulations for  their  government.  The  Constitution 
expressly  gives  the  power  to  Congress  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and 
under  that  article  of  the  Constitution  it  has  been 
constantly  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  set 
aside  portions  of  the  country  for  the  use  of  the 
Indians,  and  eslabliah  certain  rules  to  prevent  en- 
croachments on  them,  and  thus  carry  out  the 
power  expressly  granted  by  the  Constitution. 

Now,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  this  attempt 
in  California  abandoned.  I  should  feel  extreme 
reluctance  to  see  it  abandoned;  and  I  should  also 
feel  extreme  reluctance  to  make  any  rules  or  reg- 
ulations in  regard  to  the  Indians  which  should  be 
distasteful  to  the  Stale  of  California.  I  know 
how  these  things  are.  At  the  time  these  reserva- 
tions were  selected  and  taken  the  country  was  not 
settled.  There  is  a  population  going  into  Cali- 
fornia rapidly,  and  perhaps  encroaching  on  the 
Indians;  and  this  may  lead  to  some  inconveni- 
ences. I  do  not  think,  however,  that  we  ought 
to  abandon  the  plan.  To  abandon  the  policy  I 
think  would  be  wrong.  The  reason  given  for  it  is 
simply  that  the  superintendent  of  Inditm  afifairs 
there  has  not  made  a  report  of  the  fund  which  he 
last  received. 

This  is  rather  an  extraordinary  time  for  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  to  be  in  the  Senate.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  report, 
except  what  is°  stated  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  confidence 
in  the  superintendent,  in  his  intelligence  and 
energy,  and  the  character  of  the  man,  so  far  as 
my  acquaintance  extends  with  him.  We  have 
reports  from  him  that  he  has  collected  a  number 
of  Indians;  and  that  they  have  gone  to  work,  and 
are  learning  to  farm,  and  make  provision  for 
themselves,  and  so  far  are  getting  along  admirably 
well. 

I  think  ths  b«st  plan  would  be  to  compromise 


this  measure  somewhat.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
stint  California,  or  to  stint  the  Indian  Bureau  in 
the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  out  this  plan. 
One  of  the  Senators  from  California',  and  perhaps 
bolh,ye8terdaynitheropposed  the  obtaining  of  any 
reservation  on  which  to  place  the  Indians.  Now, 
I  would  not  be  willing  to  vote  lo  abandon  this 
measure, but  would  make  the  appropriation  as  pro- 
posed in  the  amendment  offered  by  the  committee. 
1  am  not  disposed  to  confine  myself  to  the  sum 
recommendeu  by  the  committee,  of  which  I  hap- 
pen to  be  a  member,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  any 
reasonable  sum  that  may  be  necessary. 

I  would  propose  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  Senator  from 
California,  that  we  increase  the  appropriation  to  a 
reasonable  amount  for  this  object.  I  think,  myself, 
in  the  first  law  which  was  passed,  authorizing  the 
reservation,  twenty-five  thousand  acresofland  was 
loo  much,  as  was  mentioned  by  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors yesterday.  I  think  eight  thousand  acres  in  a 
place  is  amply  sufficient.  There  is  a  lees  exposure 
to  the  collisions  which  will  naturally  take  place 
between  them  and  the  while  people;  and  I  think 
that  eight  thousand  acres  is  as  much  as  ought  to 
be  selected  in  such  a  way  by  the  head  of  the  In- 
dian Bureau  or  the  proper  officer — perhaps  the  so- 
Eerintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  California  would 
e  the  best  judge  of  that — so  as  not  to  throw  the 
white  population  near  the  Indians. 

I  have  no  objection  to  increasing  the  appropri- 
ation; but  as  it  seems  to  be  distasteful  to  California 
' — she  may  exterminate  the  Indians,  it  is  true;  but  in 
doing  that  many  valuable  lives  would  be  lost,  and 
there  would  be  uncertainty  and  difficulty  on  the 
frontier;  it  would  be  cruel  to  the  Indians,  and 
hurtful,  I  think,  to  the  Stale  of  California,  because 
valuable  lives  would  be  lost,  andaformidableand 
troublesome  enemy  would  be  had  upon  the  bor- 
ders, assassinating  the  peaceful  citizens — I  am 
willing,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  increase  the 
appropriation,  and  lo  make  its  expenditure,  and 
the  further  progress  of  the  affair,  dependent  upon 
some  provision  that  it  shall  be  expended  in  the 
manner  proposed,  with  the  assent  of  the  State  of 
California. 

Mr.  WALKER.  In  the  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  aflfairs  for  California,  he  asks 
that  there  shall  be  appropriated  the  further  sum 
of  $500,000  to  enable  him  to  proceed  with  hia 
scheme  for  the  Indians  in  California.    While  that 

Croposition  is  under  consideration  in  the  Indian 
ureau,  it  is  deemed,  in  concurrence  with  A» 
views,  as  we  hear,  of.  one  of  the  Senators  from 
California,  that  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  superin- 
tendent is  too  large;  and  the  sum  of  $200,000  is 
finally  settled  upon  in  the  Indian  bureau.  The 
appropriation  of^  that  sum  is  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  In  their  investi- 
gation and  inquiry  into  this  matter,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  find,  that  as  yet,  a  large  unex- 
pended balance  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  super- 
intendent for  that  section  of  country.  I  believe 
that  unaccounted  for  balance  is  about  $180,000. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Nearer  $250,000. 
Mr.  WALKER.  I  am  told  that  my  recollec- 
tion is  not  correct;  that  there  is  nearly  $250,000 
unaccounted  for,  and  yet  in  the  hands  of  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  that  section 
of  country.  Well,  sir,  there  are  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  expenditure  of  that 
money  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention. 
There  are  those  who  have  looked  into  them  more 
carefully  than  I  have:  and  if  it  be  important  that 
they  should  be  mentioned  at  all  in  this  investi^- 
tion,  it  will  be  done  by  others,  and  perhaps  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  our  Pre- 


siding Officer,  [Mr.  Atchison;]  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  will  be  i 
at  all. 


know  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  them 


This  unexpended  or  unaccounted  for  balance  re- 
main^in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent.  Then, 
while  the  Committeeon  Indian  Affairs  had  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration ,  they  deemed  that  en  addi- 
tional $125,000  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
one  who,  upon  looking  at  the  subject,  can  come 
rationally  to  any  other  conclusion.  I  can  see  no 
necessity  for  adding  to  the  $250,000,  of  which  no 
account  has  yet  been  given,  the  further  sum  of 
$200,000,  making  $450,000  lo  be  expended  by  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  California  for 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

This  session  of  Congreaa  will  last  probably 
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until  towards  the  first  of  Septtmber.  Congress 
meets  again  on  the  first  Monday  in  December, 
and  if  disaster  should  nrise  from  the  appropriation 
being  too  small,  it  will  be  an  easy  matier  for 
Congress  to  remedy  the  evil.  I  think  still,  there- 
fore, that  the  appropriation  of  $11*5,01)0  in  addition 
to  that  now  in  the  hands  of  tlie  superintendent  of 
Indian  afTairs  in  California,  will  be  amply  suffi- 
cient. 

But,  sir,  we  were  apprised,  yesterday,  that 
another  difficulty  has  arisen;  that  in  California 
serious  objections  are  growing  up  to  this  policy 
of  the  Government.  The  Stale,  or  the  people  of 
the  State,  are  objecting  to  the  location  of  the  In- 
dians upon  these  military  reservations.  I  confess 
that  what  reflection  I  have  been  able  to  bestow 
on  the  subject,  has  brought  my  mind  to  the  con- 
clusion that  we  have  not  power  to  do  it  without 
lli^coneent  of  California.  Some  are  disposed  to 
start  the  further  question,  whether  we  can  do  it 
with  the  consent  of  California,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution,  lam  inclined  to  think, 
for  one,  that  we  can  do  it. 

We  have,  then,  under  the  stole  of  the  cose,  two 
propositions  from  the  Senators  from  California. 
One  proposes  to  appropriate  §200,000  generally, 
which  must  be  seen  by  the  Senate  is  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  scheme  uow  attempted  to  be  executed 
in  California,  of  the  scheme  established,  or  entered 
upon  at  the  last  Congress,  and  going  back  again 
to  the  old  system  of  general  appropriations  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The  other  [irop- 
osition  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  increase 
the  sum  from  $125,000  to  $300,000,  and  to  go  on 
with  the  plan  upon  which  we  have  entered.  I 
think  the  Senate  had  better  vole  them  both  down, 
and  take  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs.  I  should  regret  exceedingly  to 
8«e  the  Senate  abandon  the  plan  which  has  been 
ijommenced.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  by  every 
Senator,  that  the  condition  of  our  country  is  such 
now,  that  we  must  necessarily  resort  to  some  plan 
by  which  we  shall  establish  a  permanent  system 
for  the  Indian  tribes.  It  is  got  so  now,  that  we 
have  no  other  place  to  send  them;  we  find  them 
in  their  condition  surrounded  by  the  whiles.  The 
last  inch  of  territory  is  being  organized.  We  have 
no  place  then  to  send  them  beyond  the  limits  of 
these  countries  organized  for  civil  government. 
Finding  them,  then,  as  we  do,  in  different  locali- 
ties of  the  United  States,  it  would  seem  that  we 
must  necessarily  adopt  some  permanent  system 
for  their  government,  for  their  control,  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition.  Itcannot  be  done, 
it  would  seem,  in  any  other  way  than  upon  the 
plan  of  locating  them  permanently  upon  reserva- 
tions, granting  these  reservations  for  their  pur- 
pose, and  sacredly  maintaining  the  grant. 

If  it  IS  proposed  to  locate  them  in  this  way, 
within  the  borders  of  States  already  established, 
as  1  before  remarked,  tt  is  my  opinion  that  we 
would  have  to  obtain  the  consent  of  ihe  Stale.  In 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  that  consent  has  been 
given,  as  -I  remarked  yesterday,  to  the  location 
there  of  one  of  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Menomo- 
nees.  Their  reservation  has  been  surveyed  for 
them,  and  they  are  located  upon  it.  1  here  is 
there  a  good  superintendent.  He  is  suggesting, 
from  time  to  time,  plans  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment shall  proceed  in  the  matter,  ond  bring  the 
Indians  to  hubiis  of  industry,  and  teach  them  ag- 
riculture, and  establish  among  them  schools.  So 
far  as  the  matter  has  gone,  we  can  see  at  all  events, 
that  Ihe  Indians  have  become  contented.  They 
have  thus  become,  collectively  and  individually, 
interested  in  the  policy  of  the  Government.  They 
are  beginning  to  see,  as  well  as  the  white  popula- 
tion must  see,  Ihatthey  have  now  to  conform  their 
habits  and  their  lives  to  this  permanent  stale  of  the 
case;  that  they  can  go  nowhere  else.  Seeing  this,  as 
they  rationally  must  do,  they  begin  to  manifest  an 
interest  which  is  really  pleasing  to  those  who  look 
with  an  eye  of  regard  on  the  condition  of  the  In- 
dian tribes.  They  are  beginning  to  manifest  that 
rational  view  of  their  condition,  and  I  do  sincerely 
believe,  that  under  the  quiet  management  of  that 
Indian  tribe,  it  will  be  soon  seen  that  they  will 
become  agriculturists,  that  they  will  send  their 
children  to  school,  that  they  will  imbibe  educa- 
tion, and  finally  become,  so  far  as  such  a  racecan 
become,  good  citizens. 

This  is  but  in  miniature  the  plan  which  is  pro- 
posed here,  except  that  in  Wisconsin  they  are  nok| 
under  military  rule.  It  ii  but  in  miniature  the  plan, ^ 


with  that  exception,  which  is  proposejl  in  Coli- 
furnia.  There  the  number  of  Indians  is  vastly 
greater;  but  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind, 
that  when  they,  by  contact  with  the  whiles,  under 
this  system,  which  is  one  of  protection,  shall  see 
that  it  Is  the  lost  thing  that  can  be  done  for  them, 
they  will  then,  themselves,  lend  their  hand  as 
helpers  to  the  Grovernment,  and  co-work  with  Ihe 
Government  in  the  amelioration  of  theirown  con- 
dition. But  if  we  now  abandon  it,  what  are  we 
to  do.'  If  we  no  longer  pursue  this  plan,  but  in- 
definitely, vaguely,  and  generally  make  appropri- 
ations for  their  subsistence,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  peacewiih  them,  what  can  they  see  in  Ihe  pros- 
pect, in  Ihe  future,  of  liope  to  themselves,  that  they 
are  to  have  anything  like  a  permanent  condition? 
They  can  see  nothing  which  they  will  have  lo  inter- 
est them  now  to  fix  their  minds  upon  a  future  and  a 
belter  condition.  Bui  ifthejilan  shall  be  persevered 
in,  I  have  nodoubt,  in  my  own  mind,  that  an  inter- 
est will  grow  up  among  ihem,  and  that  very  soon, 
not  only  in  pointof  expense,  but  in  point  of  trouble 
and  of  e.xerlion  on  the  partof  the  Government,  the 
system  will  vastly  ameliorate  itself.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, see  the  necessity,  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  of 
increasing  the  expenditure  to  ihe  amount  proposed, 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  In- 
dians. I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to 
the  Government.  The  Government,  in  trying 
ihis  scheme,  ought  to  do  it  cautiously;  it  ought  to 
move  cautiously;  it  ought  to  see  that  it  has  a  faith- 
ful superintendent ;  that  he  treats  ihe  Indians  fairly ; 
that  he  is  honest  towards  the  Government,  and 
prompt  in  making  his  reports;  and  that  he  gives 
results  so  thot  Congress  can,  at  all  times,  have 
under  iia  supervision  the  working  of  the  plan  as 
it  proceeds. 

Bui,  at  present,  I  must  say  it  is  a  subject  of  re- 
gret to  me,  as  an  individual  taking  a  deep  interest 
in  this  matter,  that  the  superintendent  has  not 
been  more  prompt  than  he  has  in  making  his  re- 

fiorts;  that  he  has  not  been  more  prompt  than  he 
las  in  giving  us  information  of  the  working  of 
the  system  in  detail;  that  he  should  at  all  be  in 
default  in  giving  us  the  fullest  information,  Ihe 
fullest  account  of  the  expenditures,  and  the  fullest 
statement  that  he  possibly  could,  by  which  we 
might  be  guided.  While  he  has  not  done  so,  he 
muy  not  be  amenable  to  censure;  but  it  occurs  to 
me,  and  it  probably  will  occur  to  the  entire  Senate, 
that  it  is  a  matter  which  should  render  us  cautious 
in  making  large  appropriations,  and  handing  them 
over  to  the  same  hands,  which  seems  lo  be  negli- 
gent, so  far,  in  reporting  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  that  has  been  already  appropriated. 

Mr.  SEWAIID.  Mr.  President,  I  think  a  very 
short  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  policy  of  the 
country  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  will  show  js 
why  it  is  that  we  have  never  been  successful  here- 
tofore in  civilizing  them  by  bringing  them  into 
reservations,  and  why  it  is  that  henceforth  we  are 
to  be  successful  in  that  policy.  When  we  began 
to  bring  the  Indians  into  reservations  in  the  At- 
lantic Slates,  we  found  a  portion  of  them  desirous, 
and  ready,  and  well  disposed  toadopt  the  habits  of 
civilized  life;  but  we  found  another  and  perhaps  a 
much  larger  proportion,  always  retaining  their 
migratory  dispositions,  tastes,  and  habits;  and  Ihe 
circumstances  of  the  country  were  such  that,  while 
the  while  man  crowded  upon  the  reservations  that 
were  made  for  the  Indians  who  desired  lo  remain, 
there  was  a  vast  and  illimitable  wilderness  beyond, 
to  which  the  Indian  nii°ht  resort,  and  where, 
instead  of  being  cramped  in  small  reserves,  he 
might  enjoy  his  native  liberty  in  new  and  fresher 
and  better  fiunling  grounds.  And,  therefore,  the 
Indians  were  always  divided,  and,  in  the  divis- 
ions, the  colonies  which  were  reserved  at  home 
were  neglected,  and  Ihe  tribes  we  sent  abroad 
were  poor,  helpless,  and  dependent  upon  the  fa- 
vor of  the  Government. 

As  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  hos 
fhid,  we  have  reached  Ihe  end  of  that  condition  of 
circumstances.  There  are  no  longer  new  hunting 
grounds  to  be  assigned  to  the  Indians;  and  when 
we  assign  them  a  reservation,  it  must  be  the  last, 
and  they  must  conform  to  the  habits  of  civilized 
life,  aiid  in  proportion  as  they  do  so,  contract 
their  disposition  and  increase  their  ability  to  cul- 
tivate the  earth,  so  that  Ihey  can  submit  to  aeon- 
traction  even  of  the  limits  of  those  reservations 
themselves.  When  we  shall  have  attained  this 
condition  of  circumstances,  I  believe  that  there 
will  be  found  to  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  the 


Indians  into  the  habits  and  customs  and  pursuits 
of  civilized  man.  Such  is  the  condition  at  which 
we  have  already  arrived  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  regard  to  the  remnants  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions. After  division  upon  division,  and  after 
removing  what  were  colled  the  heathen  or  savage 
portion  further  we.st,  from  lime  to  time,  we  have 
at  last,  reservations  there  in  which  the  Indians  are 
becoming  agriculturists,  and  are  becoming  moral, 
upright,  sober,  intelligent,  and  virtuous  citizens, 
maintaining  schools,  carrying  on  merchandise, 
and  so  conducting  themselves,  in  both  reserves 
which  we  have  made  for  them,  small  indeed 
though  they  are,  as  to  disarm  all  prejudice  on  the 
part  of  the  white  man,  and  win  the  favor  of  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  of  all  classes  of  citizens 
by  whom  ihey  are  surrounded. 

I  think  the  people  of  California  will  find  that 
ihey  will  not  be  crowded  by  these  Indians,  iflhey 
allow  them  reservations  ample  for  the  present 
purposes,  and  that  the  pacific  disposition  which 
they  always  manifest  when  necessity  for  a  resort 
to  the  chose  has  passed  away,  will  win  the  favor 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  as  it  does,  I  am  sure, 
in  all  the  other  Stales  where  they  are  gathered  to- 
gether into  reservations,  from  which  they  have  no 
tonser  any  disposition  lo  escape. 

To  the  question  which  was  put  by  the  honor- 
obleSenator  from  Virginia  as  to  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment hos  a  right  to  take  a  cession  from  Cali- 
fornia, or  to  loke  the  consent  of  California  to  set 
opart  a  reservation  for  the  Indians  in  that  Slate,  I 
answer,  that  the  General  Government  has  exclusive 
power  to  negotiate  by  treaty  with  the  Indians; 
and  it  has  also  the  powerjo  make  arrangements, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Slates.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  unwise,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  lo  force  Indian  population  into  the 
territory  of  a  State  without  its  consent;  but  after 
the  consent  of  ihe  State  has  been  obtained,  the 
power  is  ample  to  place  them  upon  their  own  na- 
tive ground,  or,  if  you  have  not  that  ground,  to 
place  ihem  upon  any  other  which  you  possess, 
by  virtue  of  your  right  of  eminent  domain  in  the 
Stales,  or  even  on  that  which  you  may  obloin  by 
treaty  or  purchase  from  other  Governmenis. 

Mr.  GWIN.  My  great  desire  is  to  have  a 
sufficient  oppropriation  for  the  purpose  of  subsist- 
ing these  Indians  during  the  approaching  fiscal 
year.  In  regard  to  these  reservations,  ns  I  stated 
yesterday,  it  is  a  new  policy.  It  mayor  may  not 
be  beneficial.  The  reservation  which  has  been 
already  selected  is  at  Tejoii  Pass,  and  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  in  the 
world.  I  have  been  there,  and  certainly  I  never 
saw  0  more  beautiful  location.  It  is  well  adapted 
to  the  purpose,  because  it  is  a  very  rich  piece 
of  ground,  and  is  almost  surrounded  by  moun- 
tains. On  the  east,  south,  and  west,  is  the  coast 
range  of  mountains.  That  range  and  the  Sierra 
Nevada  come  tOKelher  near  this  point.  Imme- 
diately north  is  the  Tulare  volley,  which  cannot 
be  cultivated.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  place 
in  the  world  where  those  Indians  could  be  so 
isolated    from    the    while   population    as   at  that 

Foint,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places 
have  ever  seen.  That  portion  which  is  occu- 
pied by  the  Indians  is  very  productive,  and  will 
no  doubt  yield  enough  to  subsist  a  great  number 
of  Indians.  I  think  ten  thousand  acres,  proposed 
by  my  colleague  as  the  limit  of  any  one  reserva- 
tion, will  cover  all  the  land  there  which  they  need 
for  cultivation. 

I  have  not  opposed  this  policy;  but  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  forcing  it  on  the  people  of  California.  I 
wish  to  have  the  amendment  simply  specify  that 
the  appropriation  is  for  the  removal,  subsistence, 
and,  1  will  add,  settlement  of  the  Indians.  I  wish 
to  leave  the  matter  with  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior. Let  him  adopt  that  policy  which  he  thinks 
wisest  and  best.  Give  him  means  to  prevent  col- 
lisions between  the  Indians  and  the  whites.  I 
have  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  and  will  add  to  the 
amendment  which  I  wish  to  propose,  the  word 
"  settlement,"  so  as  to  have  the  appropriation  for 
the"  removal,  subsistence, and  settlement, "of  the 
Indians.  I  think  the  main  point  is  to  give  a  suffi- 
cient ffhiount  and  authority  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior.  He  has  askea  for  a  certain  amount, 
and  I  am  willing  to  give  what  he  has  asked  for, 
and  I  wish  to  give  him  full  discretion  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  says  that  there 
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are  |180,000,  or  probably  $200,000,  in  the  hsndi 
of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  afiiurs  in  Califor- 
nia. I  have  no  idea  that  he  has  anything  like 
that  amount.  He  has  not  yet  made  his  rtturai. 
He  has  made  large  expenditures  in  farming  oper- 
ations, and  for  starting  the  Indians  in  them;  and 
I  think  it  will  be  ascertained  that  there  is  very 
little  of  the  fund  which  he  has  not  expended.  I 
understand  that  he  estimates  the  receipts  from  the 
produce  which  he  expects  to  raise  there  this  year 
at  several  thousand  dollars.  He  must  have  spent 
a  great  deal  of  money  in  making  the  preliminary 
purchases,  and  obtaining  plows  and  other  agricul- 
tural implements,  and  everything  necessary  to 
start  with.  I  think  he  has  now  two  or  three  thou- 
sand acres  in  cultivation .  The  reservation  is  over 
a  hundred  miles  from  the  sea-coast,  and  everything 
had  to  be  transported  there  at  a  great  expense. 
Now,  the  point  which  I  make  is,  that  we  should 
appropriate  the  amount  asked  for  by  theSecretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  leave  him  discretion  to  con- 
tinue the  reservations,  if  the  State  of  California 
shall  yield  her  assent.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  she  will  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  seems  to  me  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  amendment  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Gwik]  is  proper. 
I  think  we  had  better  confide  this  question  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  by 
the  addition  of  the  word  "  settlement "  to  the 
amendment  first  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
California,  we  leave  it  open  to  him,  to  carry  on 
the  policy  of  r^ervations,  if  he  finds  that  he  can 
make  such  an  arrangement  with  the  Stale  of  Cal- 
ifornia as  will  make  it  practicable.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  am  disposed  to  go  for  the  amend- 
ment which  the  Senator  has  suggested ;  but,  with 
re^rd  to  the  amount,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  are  right.  The  sum  of 
$135,000  will  probably  be  enough ,  especially  as  the 
other  sum  might  have  been  estimated  for  under  the 
supposition  that  we  were  bound  to  continue  the 
policy  of  reservations.  If  we  ore  not  bound  to 
continue  it,  and  we  have  to  make  a  discretionary 
appropriation,  it  seems  to  me  that  $125,000  will 
be  enough  under  the  circumstances.  I  suppose, 
however,  the  first  vote  will  be  as  to  fixing  the 
amount,  and  after  that,  the  question  will  come  up 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California, 
[Mr.  GwiH.l 

Mr.  COOPER.  Mr.  President,  the  plan  for 
the  location  and  government  of  the  Indians  on 
reservations  in  California,  seems  to  have  worked 
well  so  far;  but  time  enoagh  has  scarcely  elapsed 
to  allow  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  or  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  AflUrs,  to  say,  with 
certainty,  whether  it  is  one  that  can  be  univer- 
sally applicable  to  alt  the  tribes  in  that  State  or 
not.  A  good  deal  of  money  was  expended  during 
the  last  year  upon  one  reservation,  on  which 
something  like  two  thousand  Indians,  I  believe, 
have  been  collected.  It  is  evidently  going  to  be 
A  very  expensive  plan  of  governing  the  Indians; 
but,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  likely  to  be  so,  I 
am  prepared  to  give  it  my  assent,  so  far  as  a  fur- 
ther trial  may  be  necessary. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  appropriation  of  last 
year  still  unexpended,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  su- 
perintendent. With  that  sum,  and  with  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  $125,000  proposed  by  the  committee 
to  be  appropriated,  I  think  he  will  have  an  amount 
aniply  sufficient  to  give  the  system'  a  fair  trial.  I 
think  it  would  be  unwise  to  appropriate  a  larger 
sum.  I  have  no  particular  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment suggested  by  the  Senator  from  California, 
[Mr.  GwiN.]  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should 
be  willing  to  adopt  it;  but  what  I  meant  to  say 
particularly,  was,  that  I  regard  the  appropriation 
of  $125,000  as  abundantly  sufficient,  taken  in 
connection  with  that  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
superintendent  unexpended. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  was  not  in  my  seat  yester- 
day when  this  amendment  was  discussed;  but  on 
looking  at  the  debate  as  reported,  I  see  it  stated 
that  there  are  in  the  hands  of  this  ofHcer  now 
$350,000.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  to-day, 
however,  stated  that  there  were  about  $S50,000 
unaccounted  for. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Will  die  Senator  allow 
me  an  opportunity  of  setting  myself  right,  and 
also  of  fortifying  what  I  was  saying?  The  Sen- 
ator informs  me  that  I  am  reported  as  having  said 
the  other  day  that  about  $350,000  were  unac- ' 


counted  for.  I  said  about  $350,000 — the  larger 
part  of  $350,000  were  unaccounted  for.  I  did  not 
mean  by  that  to  say  that  the  money  has  not  been 
expended.  I  only  intend  to  say  that  that  amount 
of  money  has  been  withdrawn  by  the  superin- 
tendent from  the  depository  indicated  by  law.  I 
suppose,  as  one  of  the  Senators  from  California 
supposes,  that  a  great  deal  of  it  has  been  ex- 
pended. In  all  probability  it  has  been ;  but  returns, 
stating  how  it  has  been  expended,  or  whether  it 
has  been  expended  or  not,  for  the  last  three  quar- 
ters, have  never  been  received  from  the  superin- 
tendent; so  that  we  are  left  to  conjecture  whether 
he  has  expended  the  money  or  not. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining that  information  that  1  rose  at  this  time. 
Having  obtained  it,  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ate whether,  when  the  superintenclent  has  $250,000 
in  money  unaccounted  for  in  his  possession,  and 
three  quarters,  as  I  understand  the  chairman, 
have  passed  without  any  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  funds  in  his  hands,  it  is  best  to  make  any 
further  appropriations  at  all .'  I  confess  that,  with 
the  lights  which  are  before  me  at  this  time,  I 
should  not  feel  myself  willing  to  appropriate 
another  dollar,  unless  there  be  appended  to  the  ap- 
propriation a  proviso  that  it  shall  not  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  this  superintendent  until  he  has  ac- 
counted for  the  money  already  in  his  hands.  1 
do  not  know  the  fhct,  but  from  inquiry  of  one 
of  the  Senators,  I  understand  that  the  bonds  of 
this  officer  are  probably  $30,000.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  states  that 
he  had  not  made  any  report  for  the  last  three 
quarters,  and  there  is  a  balance  of  $250,000  in  his 
hands.  Now,  will  the  Senate  go  forward  and  ap- 
propriate $200,000,  or  even  $135,000  more,  under 
sucn  circumstances? 

Senators  say  they  suppose  this  money  has  been 
expended.  That  is  the  reasonable  supposition;  at 
all  events  it  is  the  charitable  supposition.  But  an 
officer  of  this  kind  should  make  his  reports.  There 
is  no  reason  assigned  here  why  he  has  not  made 
his  quarterly  returns,  showing  what  money  he 
has  in  his  hands;  and  I  confess,  that  unless  some- 
thing can  be  shown  further  than  has  at  present 
been  shown  to  the  Senate,  I  shall  feel  entire  re- 
luctance to  vote  a  single  dollar.  Bat  if  the  Senate 
shall  disagree  with  me  upon  that  proposition,  I 
shall,  at  the  proper  time,  ofiTer  a  proviso,  thiat 
whatever  sum  is  appropriated,  shall  not  pass  into 
the  hands  of  this  superintendent  until  he  accounts 
for  what  he  has  already  had. 

Mr.  RUSK.  In  regard  to  the  superintendent, 
I  believe  it  is  generally  agreed,  so  far  as  we  have 
heard  from  him,  that  he  has  expended  the  money 
properly.  It  is  true,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  has  said,  that  he  has  not 
returned  his  accounts  in  full  as  yet.  There  was 
evidently  very  great  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  when  that 
officer  put  the  whole  of  the  appropriation  at  his 
disposal.  The  report,  so  far  as  we  have  any,  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  system,  is  that  it  is  work- 
ing admirably.  The  superintendent  got  the  In- 
dians together,  and  they  are  at  work,  and  are  get- 
ting on  very  well.  Now,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say, 
for  I  know  nothing  about  it,  what  is  the  reason 
why  the  superintendent's  accounts  are  not  here; 
but  as  I  said  before,  this  is  a  very  early  day  for 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  to  come  before  the 
Senate.  It  was  very  nearly  the  end  of  the  last 
session  when  the  original  appropriation  was  made, 
and  it  is  usually  near  the  end  of  the  session  before 
any  appropriations  are  made.  The  superintendent 
may  have  thought  that  the  usual  course  would  be 
pursued  this  year,  and  that,  if  his  accounts  were 
in  towards  the  close  of  the  session,  it  would  be 
time  enough.  At  all  events  we  have  nothing  upon 
which  to  predicate  any  improper  use  of  the  money 
by  him.  We  have  only  the  fact  that  his  accounts 
are  not  returned.  This  is  only  presumptive;  an^ 
my  own  opinion  is,  that  he  will  satisfactorily  ac- 
count for  tne  delay.  I  may  be  in  error  about  that; 
but  such  is  my  judgment  on  the  matter.  I  saw 
this  gentleman  frequently  when  he  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  prior  to  the  original 
appropriation  being  made.  He  bears  a  very  high 
reputation  so  far  as  I  know,  and  is  certainly  a 
man  of  very  great  intelligence  and  high  integrity 
of  character. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  have  had  no  intercourse 
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that  gentleman  was  recently  about  to  visit  Wash- 
ington, and  a  gentleman  who  traveled  with  him 
informed  me  that  he  had  his  accounts  ready  to 
bring  on  wfth  him.  He  thought  he  had  them  in 
his  possession  until  he  arrived  at  Panama,  when 
he  ascertained  that  he  had  nut  the  wronj;  bundle 
of  papers  into  his  trunk.  It  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  that  is  the  cause  of  the  returns  not  being 
here.  I  was  very  much  surprised  not  to  find  his 
estimates  here,  such  indeed  as  were  necessary  to 
be  laid  before  the  committees  upon  which  to  base 
the  appropriation;  and  I  ascertained,  upon  inquiry 
of  a  eentleman  who  has  traveled  witii  him,  that 
he  had  taken  the  wrong  bundle  of  papers  when  he 
left  California,  supposing  them  to  contain  his 
estimates  and  accounts,  and  probably  that  is  the 
reason  why  his  returns  have  not  been  made. 

Mr.  STUART.  Perhaps  the  Senator  from 
Texas,  and  the  Senator  from  California,  xnky 
have  understood  me  as  questioning  the  integrity 
of  this  gentleman.  I  made  no  such  suggestion  at 
all.  i  only  stated  the  facts  that  appeared  here, 
and  that  I  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  be  cautious 
about  putting  into  his  hands  further  money  until 
the  delay  was  explained. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  has  made  the  declaration  which 
he  has  juat  made — that  he  does  not  intend  to  im- 
peach the  integrity  of  the  superintendent.  It  is 
unfortunate,  perhaps,  that  his  vouchers  have  not 
been  sent  to  the  Department;  but  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  there  has  been  an  unavoidable  delay. 
We  all  know  the  difficulty  in  getting  papers  from 
(hat  part  of  the  country  to  this,  and  f  am  a  striking 
illustration,  1  presume,  of  that  fact.  When  I  was 
Boundary  Commissioner,  there  was  a  great  noise 
made  in  the  Senate  about  my  vouchers;  and  I 
believe  that,  because  they  did  not  arrive  at  the 
proper  time,  some  were  so  uncharitable  as  to  say 
that  I  was  a  defaulter.  I  lay  under  that  imputa- 
tion until  it  suited  the  convenience  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  settle  my  accounts,  and  pay  me  a  balance 
of  $5,000  or  $6,000  which  was  owing  to  me.  I 
say,  therefore,  it  is  fair  to  presume  in  this  case, 
that  this  public  officer  has  fairly  expended  the 
money  intrusted  to  him.  I  know  him  to  be  a  man 
of  great  intelligence,  and  of  uncommon  energy.  I 
know  that  he  was  vigorously  engaged  when  I  left 
California,  last  fall,  in  carrying  out  the  plan 
adopted  by  Congress  at  the  last  session.  If  there 
be  any  man  in  tJiat  State  who,  above  all  others,  I 
would  select  to  carry  out  this  specific  plan,  it  would 
be  that  very  superintendent. 

Now,Mr.  President,  I  am  unwilling  to  abandon 
this  plan,  if  I  can  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  these  reservations.  I  desire  that  the  plan 
shall  be  fairly  tested;  and  if  it  does  not,  as  I  con- 
ceived in  the  beginning  it  would,  turn  out  to  be 
the  only  plan  of  saving  the  Indians  from  exterm- 
ination, then,  as  a  matter  of  course,  you  will 
have  to  make  direct  appropriations  to  feed  them, 
upon  the  principle  that  it  is  cheaper  to  feed  than 
to  fight  them. 

I  only  desire,  therefore,  to  increase  the  amount 
of  the  appropriations  to  a  sum  which  I  hold  to  ba 
necessary,  and  which,  in  all  probability,  will  be 
sufficient  to  put  the  reservations  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  to  enable  the  Indians  to  support  themselves. 
A  large  number  of  Indians  have  already  been  con- 
gregated there.  They  have  performed  an  incal- 
culable amount  of  ditching  and  other  hard  labor, 
which  one  would  have  supposed  could  not  have 
been  extracted  cheerfully  from  them.  They  will 
spend  sometimes  a  weeK  laboring  day  after  day, 
and  then  procure  some  food,  go  to  the  mountain, 
wander  about  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  return 
again  to  this  farm  as  their  home.  It  is  their  home; 
their  abiding  place.  This  is  all  we  expect  to  ac- 
complish by  this  plan.  We  do  not  intend  to 
reduce  them  to  a  system  of  slavery.  We  do  not 
desire  that  this  Government  shall  make  money  by 
extracting  labor  from  them;  but  we  desire  to  teach 
them  the  important  lesson  of  depending  upon  their 
own  labor  for  their  bread.  We  wish  barely  to 
extract  labor  enough  from  them  to  procure  for 
them  the  necessaries  of  life.  By  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $200,000,  I  doubt  not  this  plan  con  be 
carried  into  such  successful  operation,  that  the 
Government  will  not  hereafter  be  called  upon  to 
make  appropriations  for   the  support  of  these 


I  desire  to  preserve  them  from  exterm- 

If,  however,  as  I  said  yesterday,  the 

withtheauperintendentof  Indian  affairs  in  Califor- 1  ■legislature  of  my  State  sees  proper  to  refVise  to 
nia  since  I  came  to  this  city;  but  I  understand  that  iTcsa*  the  jurisdiction,  or  to  confer  on  the  Federal 
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Government  the  power  lo  make  these  reservations, 
let  the  responsibility  rest  there.  I  do  not  desire 
that  the  blood  of  these  murdered  Indians  shall  be 
on  my  hands. 

iVlr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  there  is  from  all 
quarters  n  notion  started  that  1  do  not  exactly 
comprehend.  It  seems  to  beconcededon  all  hands 
that  it  would  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  these  Indians,  and  would  be  best  for 
them  that  the  system  which  lias  already  been  com- 
menced in  California,  should  be  continued.  But 
it  has  been  suggested  by  both  the  Senators  from 
California,  and  also  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
and  others,  that  it  requires  the  assent  of  Califor- 
nia to  allow  the  continuance  of  this  system.  Now 
(  confess  my  inability  to  understand  that  objec- 
tion. These  lands  were  reserved  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  from  sale.  The  public 
lands  of  California  belong  to  this  Government. 
TheGovernment  reserved,  for  military  purposes, 
so  many  thousand  acres  of  land  in  this,  that,  and 
the  other  portion  of  California.  That  the  Gov- 
ernment had  a  right  to  make  such  a  reservation  no 
one  will  doubt.  Then,  having  a  right  to  make 
(his  reservation,  does  it  require  the  assent  of  the 
State  of  California  to  allow  us  to  place  these  In- 
dians upon  that  reservation?  Senators  concede 
that  if  the  State  of  California  would  assent  to  this, 
it  is  not  only  the  true  policy  of  the  Government, 
but  it  is  true  philanthropy  towards  the  Indians. 
Now,  for  my  life  I  cannot  understand  by  what 
course  of  argument  they  innke  it  out  to  be  neces- 
sary for  us  to  obtain  the  consent  of  California  at  all . 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  can  put  the  Senator  right. 
It  is  exceedingly  desirable,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
if  you  establish  a  military  post  on  one  of  these 
reservations,  that  the  Federal  Government  should 
exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction.  Now,  I  said  that 
that  exclusive  jurisdiction  could  not  be  obtained 
by  the  Federal  Government  without  the  assent  of 
the  Legislature  of  California.  I  do  not  doubt 
that,  if  the  General  Government  owns  land,  it  can  ' 

fo  into  that  State  and  place  the  Indians  upon  it; 
ut  it  cannot  get  exclusive  jurisdiction  without  the  I 
consent  of  the  State.  j 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  certainly  understood  that  it 
would  not  have  exclusive  jurisdiction;  but  what, 
after  all,  is  lhat.=  Why,  if  parties  on  these  reser-  ' 
vations  should  commit  any  offense  against  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  California,  they  would  be 
tried  and  punished  under  the  local  law  of  the  State; 
that  is  all.  Now,  it  is  not  material  to  us,  it  is  not 
material  to  the  system,  which  the  Senators  say  is 
beneficial  to  both  parties,  that  we  should  have 
this  exclusive  jurisdiction.  It  would  be  just  as 
well  for  the  Indians,  that  they  should  be  tried  by 
the  local  courts  of  California,  as  that  they  should 
be  tried  in  the  Federal  courts.  I  do  not,  there- 
fore, see  that,  for  the  beneficial  purposes  of  the 
reservations,  there  is  any  necessity  for  our  having 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  territory. 

The  Senator  concedes  that  if  we  have  a  right  to 
the  land  we  can  place  the  Indians  there,  and  C4in  j 
have  them  taught  all  the  arts  necessary  to  enable  ' 
them  to  gain  their  own  support.     He  concedes 
that  we  have  a  ri|;ht  to  do  this  without  consulting 
California  about  it.    I  am  in  favor  of  doing  it.    If 
J200,000  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  let  us  vote 
that  amount.     Do  not  let  us,  in  the  language  of 
the  Senator  from  California,  have  the  blood  of 
these  murdered  Indians  upon  our  hands.    Do  not 
let  us  permit  it  to  be  left  to  California  to  determine 
whether  they  are  to  be  murdered  or  not.    It  is  the  , 
duty  of  this  Government  to  protect  them.     We' 
have   placed    them    upon    land    belonging  to  us,  j 
where,  it   is  conceded,  they  are  protected,  and  ' 
where,  it  is  conceded,  they  are  taught.     Let  us 
give  the  necessary  money.    If  J200,000  be  needed  j 
for  the  purpose,  let  us  vote  it;  but  let  us  keep  the  | 
Indiansonourown  land,  and  keep  them  beyond  the 
control  of  those  who  desire  to  interfere  with  them. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  BaieHT 
in  the  chair.)     Several  Senators  have  suggested 
thai  the  vote  last  taken  was  not  understood  by  the  ' 
Senate.     The  Chair  will  restate  the  question,  and    , 
again  take  the  vote.     The  amendment,  as  offered 
by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  provides  for 
the   payment  of  $125,000.     The   Senator  from  i 
California   [Mr.  Weller]  moves  to  strike  out 
that  sum,  and  insert  $900,000. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  there  were,  on  a  division — ayes 
16,  noes  14;  no  Quorum  voting. 

Mr.  BELL,    i  hesitated  to  vote  in  the  afiirih- 


ative  on  this  question  after  the  suggestions  which 
have  been  thrown  out,  but  I  wish  to  ask  honorable 
Senators  if  it  would  not  be  a  very  easy  matter  to 
place  this  amendment  in  such  a  form  as  to  be  per- 
fectly safe  for  the  public  interests.'  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  it  is  necessary  to  place  this  whole  sum 
of  money  at  any  one  time  at  the  disposal  of  the 
superintendent. 
]      Mr.  WELLER.  Certainly, it  is  not  necessary; 
and  1  take  it  for  granted  the  Department  will  not 
'  pay  over  any  portion  of  the  money  now  appro- 
I  priaied   to   the   present  superintentfent,  until  he 
shall  have  accounted  for  the  money  ha  has  already 
received. 

Mr.   BELL.     Would   the   Department    place 
:  8200,000  at  any  one  time  at  his  disposal .' 

Mr.  WELLER.    No,  sir,  of  course  not. 

Mr.  SEWARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  they  were 
ordered. 
i      Mr.  WALKER.     I  wish  lo  inquire  precisely 
on  what  amendment  we  are  called  upon  to  vote.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     It  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr. 
Weller,]  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee  to 
I  strike  out  "  $125,000"  and  insert  "  §200,000. " 

Mr.  WALKER.  Then  the  Senate  will  under- 
stand that  it  is  on  the  mere  proposition  to  increase 
the  amount  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  have  a  remark  to  make  in 
answer  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee. I  understood  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  preceding 
appropriation  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  the  United  States  at  San 
Francisco.  Instructions  were  then  given  to  the 
superintendent  not  to  draw  over  $20,000  at  any 
one  time. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  consider  that  the  officer  here  is 
responsible,  if  he  places  the  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  superintendents  improvidently;  and  as  long 
as  we  have  confidence  in  him,  I  do  not  see  any 
great  objection  to  increasing  the  sum  as  now 
proposed. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  should  be  glad  if  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  would 
inform  me  how  many  Indians  have  been  located 
on  the  reservation  in  California  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  agriculture .' 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.     According  to  the  latest 
reports  of  the  superintendent — and  1  may  refer  to 
a  private  letter  which  I  have  from  him,  which  I 
received  about  the  commencement  of  the  session 
— there  are  about  two  thousand  three   hundred 
Indians  on  the  reserve  near  the  Tejon  Pass.   That  i 
is  the  only  reserve  which  has  been  located  under  j 
the  authority  of  the  law  of  last  year,  which  al-  I 
lowed  five  to  be  located.    The  superintendent  has  t 
succeeded  in  locating  but  one,  in  consequence  of 
the  difficulty  of  finding  as  large  an  amount  of  the 
public  domain  in  anyone  body  as  would  makeup 
twenty-five  thousand  acres.    On  that  one  reserve 
he  has  congregated  about  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred Indians,  and  opened  last  year  some  seven  or  i 
eight  hundred  acres  to  cultivation,  and  he  expects 
to  have  between  two  thousand  and  two  thousand 
five  hundred  acres  in  cultivation  this  year. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  We  appropriated  $250,000 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  remove  and 
subsist  these  Indians,  and  start  them  in  the  arts  of 
agriculture.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars is  a  very  large  sum  of  money  to  appropriate  ! 
to  make  a  commencement  of  a  system;  and  now, 
without  any  report,  satisfactory  to  this  body,  for 
I  have  seen  none,  we  are  asked  to  make  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $200,000,  making  alto- 
gether $450,000. 

Mr.  BELL.     Not  for  this  one  reservation. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     But  for  another  reservation. 

Mr.  BELL.    For  others.  [ 

Mr.  DAWSON.  We  are  now  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  of  course  there  can  be  no  arrangement 
save  clearing,  or  something  of  that  kind,  durin» 
the  remainder  of  this  year;  yet  noiv  we  are  called 
upon  to  make  this  appropriation  when  we  have 
no  data,  no  statement  upon  the  part  of  the  vigilant 
officer  engaged  in  the  disbursement  of  the  money,  j 
showing  US  the  necessity  of  making  a  further 
appropriation. 

Sir,  this  is  a  great  system  which  we  are  trying, 
and  we  are  met,  in  the  beginning,  with   what  is  [ 
called  a   constitutional  question,  a  States' right  | 
question,  as  to  whether  we  can  laVe  lands  in  the  | 
heart  of  a  sovereign  Sut*  and  set  them  off  for  the  ! 


Indians  in  reservations  of  twenty-five  thousand 
1  acres.     There  may  be  citizens  who  own  the  soil 
under  the  laws  of  Mexico  when   California  be- 
longed to  that  nation ;  and  are  we  to  surround 
those  people  with  Indians.'    Are  we  to  plant  In- 
dians directly  in  their  midst  without  any  consult- 
ation with  them,  and  give  to  the  Indians  a  title  in 
the  lands  around  these  white  people.'    Sir,  thisis 
a  great  movement  which  we  are  making. 
j      The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
I  fairs  states  a  fact  which  is  no  doubt  true,  that  it 
j  is  difficult  to  find  a  body  of  land  sufficient  to  place 
!  these  people  upon;  and  why?    There  is  an  abund- 
ance of  land,  but  it  is  taken  up  by  prior  titles, 
hence  the  embarrassment  arising  out  of  the  very 
mode  and   manner  of  appropriating  the  public 
lands.     We  are  too   precipitate  in   this  matter. 
These  Indians  have  been  there  through  all  time, 
so  far  as  we  have  any  knowledge.    They  came 
into  this  country  with  that  portion  of  it  which  is 
known  as  California.    They  were  subsisting  there, 
!  and  were  maintaining  themselves  as  occupants  of 
the   soil.     Has  the  Government  of  the   United 
Slates   destroyed  their  occupant  right  ?     Has  it 
driven  them  from  the  position  which  they  occu- 
pied?   Has  this  been  done  by  the  power  of  this 
Government?    If  not,   has  it  been  done  by  the 
power  of  the  State  government  of  California?  *Not 
at  all. 

But,  sir,  these  Indians  are  said  to  be  strays  and 
waifs  upon  the  land.  Why ,  they  are  just  as  they 
were  when  we  found  them.  The  soil  is  just  as  u 
'  was  when  we  took  il,  and  they  are  eniiiled  now 
to  all  the  rights  which  they  enjoyed  then.  We 
propose  now  to  suWsist  them  by  large  appropria- 
tions annually  from  the  Federal  Treasury,  when 
there  are  their  lands  and  their  hunting  grounds, 
when  there  are  the  gold  mines  of  the  country,  in 


which  they  can  dig  if  they  choose.  If  they  can 
labor  in  the  soil  U>r  agricultural  purposes,  they 
can  certianly  labor  in  ihe  mines;  but  yet  we  are 


making  an  appropriation  to  convince  these  people 
that  they  need  not  labor,  that  they  are  the  wards 
of  the  Government,  and  that  they  will  be  subsisted 
from  the  Treasury  without  the  necessity  of  labor 
on  their  part.  This  is  the  education  which  we  are 
giving  them,  an  education  well  calculated  to  de- 
stroy them,  and  debar  them  from  all  progress 
whatever. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  has  mentioned  the 
course  which  his  State  has  pursued  towards  the 
Indians  that  are  there.  They  have  been  settled 
for  the  last  seventy-five  years  immediately  within 
the  limits  of  that  State;  but  instead  of  prospering, 
they  are  dwindling  in  numbers.  It  is  true  that 
some  of  them  are  intelligent  and  learned  men  now, 
but  the  tribes  are  dwindling  away  every  day. 

Now,  sir,  my  idea  on  this  question  is,  that  ws 
had  better  not  make  another  appropriation,  but 
wait  until  we  can  understand  this  matter  well; 
and  whenever  we  are  about  to  determine  this  sys- 
tem, we  should  recollect  that  it  will  have  lo  be 
applied  to  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  the  other 
Territories  of  this  country;  we  should  fix  it  by 
a  separate  and  independent  bill,  on  which  we  can 
act  undeistandingly.  Let  Congress  know  fully 
the  effect  of  the  measure.  Let  us  not  do  all  our 
important  legislation  connected  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  or  any  other  portion  of  our  people,  by 
provisions  in  our  appropriation  bills. 

I  will  go  as  far  as  any  friend  of  California  can 
desire  to  put  these  people  in  a  condition  where 
they  shall  be  peaceful,  but  I  do  not  want  lo  do  it 
by  an  act  of  legislation  which  will  be  oppressive 
to  a  portion  of  the  people  of  California.  If  I  were 
a  citizen  of  that  State,  I  would  never  submit  to  the 
Government  crowding  these  people  permanently 
around  my  home.  It  is  a  dangerous  (juestion  to 
handle;  and  the  rights  of  the  State  and  of  the 
people  of  that  State  ought  to  be  considered .  Cali- 
fornia  is  one  of  the  finest  States  of  this  Union; 
and  are  not  the  California  Indians  as  intelligent  as 
the  Chinese  ?  The  Chinese  go  there  by  thousands, 
delve  in  the  mines,  and,  make  fortunes;  and  yet 
we  are  telling  our  California  Indians,  "  Do  not 
labor  in  the  mines,  but  go  and  settle  on  a  piece  of 
land,  and  try  to  learn  agriculture."  Why  take 
them  from  the  grubbing  hoe  and  the  spade,  and 
from  the  mines,  where  they  might  have  made 
money?  Why  not  encourage  them  to  go  to  the 
•I'ggings  and  make  money  by  working  for  them- 
selves, or  hiring  their  services  to  others?  Why 
tell  them,  "No,  no;  do  not  labor;  we  will  gather 
you   together    and    appropriate   money  to    buy 
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clothing  and  food  to  support  you?"  That  ia  the 
doctrine.  Is  it  beneficent?  Is  it  kind?  Is  it 
philanthropic  ? 

Under  a  OoTemment  like  ours,  said  to  be  far 
superior  to  that  of  Mexico,  are  we  to  announce 
to  the  Indiana  that  they  cannot  live  under  our 
benign  influence,  though  they  were  able  to  subsist 
under  the  Governtnent  of  Mexico?  What  a  com- 
pliment is  this  to  our  institutions  !  What  a 
compliment  to  the  progress  of  this  country !  We 
heartl  nothing  of  starvation  amon^  these  Indians 
when  California  belonged  to  Mexico,  We  heard 
nothing  then  of  Indian  desolation  there.  These 
things  have  sprung  up  since  the  acquisition  of 
that  country,  and  they  are  incident  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  who  went  there  almost  without 
government  and  without  taw,  and  went  into  the 
mines.  These  are  dlfficuliies  which  do  exist,  and 
are  very  embarrassing,  no  doubt,  in  California. 
For  myself  I  would  rather  that  California  should 
manage  these  Indians  than  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment should  do  so,  for  the  State  would  know 
better  how  to  get  along  with  them.  But  what  I 
want  to  say  is,  that  I  am  prepared  to  vote  just  as 
much  money  as  any  other  man  to  protect  the 
people  of  California  and  benefit  these  Indians,  | 
out  J  want  to  do  it  on  such  a  principle  that  when 
I  act  I  can  understand  what  t  am  doing.  When 
I  am  going  to  establi^  a  system  that  is  to  be  per- 
manent— a  syptem  that  will  not  only  work  in 
California,  but  in  all  our  Territories,  and  even  in 
the  Slates  where  there  are  Indians  located,  I 
wish  to  do  it  intelligenlly.  I  know  that  it  is  em- 
barrassing to  exercise  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  over  Indians  within  the  limits  of  a 
Slate.  I  have  been  raised  in  a  State  where  that 
was  the  case,  and  it  gave  rise  to  a  constant  series 
of  difficulties  and  perplexities,  and  led  to  many 
conflicts  between  tne  two  governments.  If  we 
adopt  this  plan  of  making  large  reservations  in 
California,  there  will  be  such  conflicts.  It  is  a 
dangerous  experiment,  and  one  in  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  instrumental  until  it  is  well  prepared, 
well  organized,  and  well  arranged. 

I  repeat,  we  had  better  drop  this  appropriation 
for  the  present,  and  let  the  Senators  from  Cali- 
fornia ask  for  a  committee,  and  let  them  digest  a 
plan  to  organize  the  Indians  properly.  Let  that 
be  brought  tip  as  a  separate  proposition,  which 
we  can  discuss  and  properly  understand.  Then, 
if  the  money  be  necessary,  let  us  make  all  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  let 
this  debate  close  without  oflering  a  correction  to  a 
remark  made  by  iheSenatorfrom  Georgia.  Heex- 
pressed  what  Is,  I  think,  the  universal  understand- 
ing, that  there  has  been  a  decline — a  decay  of  the 
Indian  nations  and  races  within  the  last  seventy- 
five  years— and  heapplied  the  statement  especially 
to  the  Indiana  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  once  so 
independent,  once  so  powerful,  once  the  only  re- 
publicans on  thiscontlnent,  and  who  have  always 
been  republicans.  This  has  been  the  received 
opinion,  which  has  gone  into  philosophy  and  gone 
into  history.  But,  sir,  some  seven  or  eight  years 
aeo  we  caused  a  census  to  be  taken  of  the  Six 
Nations.  We  found  them,  to  be  sure,  scatlered 
by  the  hand  of  Providence,  some  of  them  remain- 
ing upon  their  ancient  hunting  grounds,  others 
dispersed  throughout  Caniida,  others  at  Green 
Bay,  others  still  further  west,  and  others,  again, 
further  south.  But  the  result  of  the  whole  was 
that  when  you  came  to  correct  the  exaggerated 
estimates  of  the  number  of  the  Six  Nations  which 
were  derived  from  tradition  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  and  to  ascertain  the  whole 
number  left,  we  found  that  they  had  not  dimin- 
ished, but,  on  the  other  hand,  ttiat  they  remained 
about  the  same.  They  have  not  increased  as 
rapidly  as  the  white  man  in  a  state  of  semi-civili- 
zation, or  an  initiatory  stags  of  civilization,  but  at 
the  same  time  they  have  not  decayed  by  war  and 
by  famine  as  much  as  they  did  before.  This  is 
consolatory  to  those  who  believe  that  the  experi- 
ment is  humane,  and  certainly  encouraging  to 
those  who  felt  impressFd  with  the  wisdom  of  the 
plan  of  drawing  these  Indians  into  reservaiions, 
and  separating  them  from  the  corruptions,  and 
from  the  violence  of  the  whites. 

Mr.  PETTIT.    Before  I  vote  on  this  proposi- 
tion, I  wish  to  get  a  little  more  information,  and  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  get  it  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflfairs.  If  I  understand  ' 
ii,  this  is  a  proposition  from  that  committee  to 


appropriate  A125,000  to  establish  an  Indian  settle- 
ment in  California,  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
country. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Five  of  them. 
Mr.  PETTIT.  Five  settlements  or  localities. 
The  Senator  from  California  moves  in  substance 
to  add  (|75,000  to  the  amount  proposed  by  the 
commiltee.  His  amendment  is  to  strike  out 
$135,000  and  make  the  amount  |200,000.  Now, 
I  wish  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
whether  we  are  under  any  treaty  or  legal  obliga- 
tion to  furnish  this  amount,  or  any  other  amount 
of  money  to  the  California  Indians,  or  whether 
our  relation  towards  them  is  not  precisely  what 
our  relation  is  towards  all  the  wild  Indians  with 
whom  we  have  no  treaties  at  all?  In  short,  if  we 
are  under  obligations  to  furnish  means  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  these  Indians,  I  wish  to  know  whether 
we  are  not  under  like  obligallons  to  all  other 
Indians  with  whom  we  have  no  treaties?  Is  this 
anything  else  than  a  moral  obligation,  if  it  is  even 
that,  and  are  we  not  under  a  like  moral  obligation 
to  all  the  Indians  within  our  jurisdiction?  Can 
the  Senator  answer? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  In  answer  to  the  interrog- 
atories of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  I  can  state, 
that  our  relations  with  the  Indians  of  California 
are  precisely  such  as  they  are  towards  all  the  In- 
dian tribes  with  whom  we  have  negotiated  no 
treaties;  and  that  we  are  under  the  same  obliga- 
tion, and  no  more,  to  provide  for  ihem  as  for  other 
Indians  with  whom  we  have  no  stipulations  to  pay 
money.  He  may  term  the  obligation  moral  or 
legal.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  common  obligation  of 
humanity.  The  Indians  of  California  occupy 
towards  this  Government  a  position  somewhst 
different  from  what  our  own  Indians  do;  for,  by 
the  Spanish  law,  they  were  not  regarded  as  having 
any  interest  in  thecountry  at  all,  but  were  always 
treated  as  mere  tenants  atsufferance;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  they  were  congregated  together 
in  the  **  Missions,"  by  the  different  oflicers  and 
subordinates  of  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  Govern- 
ments, who  were  at  different  times  sent  among 
them.  They  were  neverregarded  by  ihoseQovern- 
ments  as  having  any  interest  in  the  soil.  We  did, 
at  onetime,  make  treaties  with  these  Indians;  but 
the  treaties  were  rejected  by  the  Senate.  This  plan 
of  collecting  them  together  in  five  military  reserva- 
tions, to  be  carved  out  of  the  public  domain  of  the 
United  Slates,  was  adopted  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  has  been  partially  executed,  to  the 
extent  of  locating  only  one  reserve. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  Senator  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  it  was  never  contemplated  to  make 
five  reservations  in  California.  The  bill  which 
was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  au- 
thorized five  reservations  to  be  made  in  Califor- 
nia, Utah,  and  New  Mexico.  It  never  designed 
that  five  reservations  should  be  made  in  the  State 
of  California.  1  supposed  there  might  probably 
be  two  or  three  there  at  the  outside,  and  that  the 
other  two  or  three  would  be  in  Utah  or  New 
Mexico,  or  both.' 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia stales  rightly  the  terms  of  the  lav.  The 
Territories  of  Utah  iind  New  Mexico  were  em- 
braced. I  know  the  fact,  however,  to  be,  that  the 
superintendent  contemplated  this  as  a  provision, 
to  be  carried  into  execution,  with  reference  chiefly 
to  the  State  of  California. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  i  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  another  question,  and  that  is,  whether 
the  California  Indians  do  not  claim,  and  whether 
we  do  not  concede  to  them,  as  we  do  to  all  other 
Indians  within  our  jurisdiction,  the  possessory 
title  to  their  lands  ?  Do  they  not,  in  that  respect, 
hold  the  same  relation  to  this  Government  that  the 
Indians  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  do  ? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  We  have  acted  towards 
them  on  the  supposition  that  they  occupied  the 
same  relation  to  us,  and  that  they  have  the  same 
title  to  their  lands  as  the  Indians  in  other  parts  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Then,  so  far  from  this  being 
an  obligation  resting  upon  us,  I  think  it  is  quite 
the  reverse.  The  Senator  tells  us  that  under  the 
law  of  Mexico,  from  which  nation  we  acouired 
this  country  and  thejurisdiclion  over  these  Indians, 
they  were  not  allowed  even  that  possessory  right 
which  we  have  always  yielded  as  appertaining  to 
the  Indians  in  all  new  countries.  We,  therefore, 
acknowledge'  their  ownership  of  the  unoccupied 
and  ungranted  territory  of  California  over  wnich 


they  roam,  and  from  them  we  must  acquire  the 
right  to  it,  as  we  do  to  all  the  lands  of  our  own 
Indians,  by  purchase.  They  have  a  possessory 
right  to  the  land,  and  they  are  to  dispose  of  it. 
Tbey  may  sell  it  lo  us  for  large  amounts  of 
money,  undoubtedly,  if  they  are  tribes,  as  I  un- 
derstand  they  are,  and  we  are  prepared  to  make 
treaties  with  them,  as  we  have  done  with  other 
tribes  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I  have  seen 
no  good  reason  why  we  should  now  adopt  in 
California  this  new  policy  of  collecilne  the  wild- 
Indians,  and  saying  to  them,  "  Noiwithslanding 
you  own  all  this  new  country,  and  have  subsis'ed 
yourselves  heretorore  under  a  worse  government 
ihan  ours — under  one  which  denied  to  you  even 
the  right  of  occupancy  which  we  yield — yet  we 
feel  ourselves  under  obligation  not  only  to  ac- 
knowledge your  possessory  right  of  ownership  to 
the  soil,  and  to  say  that  we  cannot  take  it  from 
you  without  your  consent,  but  to  advance  to  you 
this  enormous  sum  of  money."  Upon  what  prin- 
ciple it  is  done  I  cannot  see.  All  our  Indian 
tribes  may  certainly  come  with  greater  force  and 
greater  reason,  and  ask  you  for  similar  amounu 
of  money,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  per 
tapila. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  any  portion  of 
this  amendment,  not  even  for  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee.  I  have  always  endeavored  to 
make  it  square  with  my  views  of^propriety  to  Tots 
for  the  recommendations  of  the  committees  of  this 
body,  in  inslances  where  they  have  properly  ex- 
amined the  questions  appropriately  coming  before 
them.  I  cannoi,  however,  do  it  in  this  ca^e;  much 
less  can  I  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  California,  much  as  I  desire  to  do  everything 
that  may  advance  the  interests  of  that  growing 
and  promising  State.  I  certainly  would  not  with- 
hold from  her  any  just,  reasonable,  or  liberal  claim 
which  she  could  set  up.  But  this  is  not  an  appro- 
priation for  California.  It  is  an  appropriation  for 
the  Indians,  to  whom  we  are  under  no  earthly  ob- 
ligation, either  moral  or  legal.  We  have  come 
under  no  obligation  to  them.  We  have  advanced 
them  greatly  from  the  condition  which  they  were 
in  under  the  country  from  which  we  acquired  ju- 
risdlciion  to  them.  Why,  then,  should  we  make 
this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  WELLER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
sorry  that  my  friend  from  Indiana  cannot  see  that 
there  is  any  moral  obligation  resting  on  the  people 
of  this  country  to  make  some  provision  for  the 
support  of  the  Indians  in  California.  His  argu- 
ment is  this:  the  American  Government  is  much 
more  beneficent  than  the  Mexican  Government; 
and  if  these  Indians  could  subsist  themselves  under 
the  Mexican  Government,  why  can  they  not  do 
it  under  the  American  Government?  Sir,  let  that 
Senator  recollect  that  there  is  this  important  dif- 
ference. Under  the  Mexican  Government  there 
was  a  very  sparse  population  of  white  people  in 
California,  and  nature  amply  supplied  all  the 
wants  of  the  Indians;  the  streams  were  full  of 
fish;  there  were  there  plenty  ,of  nuts  and  acorns, 
and  everything  that  was  necessary  to  subsist  the 
aborigines.  Now,  under  your  American  Govern- 
ment, you  have  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
white  people  scattered  over  the  whole  surface  of 
that  State,  for,  unlike  the  other  new  States  of  the 
Union,  they  have  not  advanced  gradually  from 
settlement'  to  settlement,  but  your  people  have 
gone  there,  and  are  scattered  in  all  the  ravines  and 
gulches,  and  upon  all  the  streams  in  that  State. 
They  have  taken  from  the  Indians  the  supplies 
which  nature  provided.  They  have  destroyed 
their  game.  They  have  taken  possession  of  that 
forest  where  they  once  obtained  their  supplies. 
They  have  taken  their  fish.  Yet,  now,  Ihe  Sen- 
ator can  see  no  moral  obligation  resting  on  this 
Government  to  afford  them  subsistence.  Sir,  can 
there  be  a  higher  obligation  than  that  which 
humanity  imposes  upon  you?  If  bv  our  action, 
or  if  by  the  action  of  our  people,  these  Indians 
have  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  abject  penury  and 
want;  if  by  our  conduct  we  have  deprived  them 
of  the  supplies  that  God  intended  they  should 
have,  is  there  not  an  obligation  resting  upon  us, 
not  only  as  enlightened  citizens,  but  as  men,  to 
make  some  provision  for  these  unfortunate  peo- 
ple? 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him,  whether  these  Indians  have  ever  requested 
us  to  treat  with  them  ?  Have  they  ever  asked  for 
an  appropriation  ?    Have  tbey  ever  asked  that  we 
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•  ' .'  ■  what  this  amendment  proposes,  or  are 

rily  shoving  it  upon  ihemr 

Mr.  Vv  KLLER.     Mr.  President,  I   happen  to 

!  know  the  fart  ihat  there  were  huHdreds  of  these 

'  unfi>f(unate  Indmns,  who  were  driven  to  the  moiin- 

I  tains  during  the  last  winter,  and  who   sufTered 

duih  for  want  of  the  neresnary  food  to  sustain 

life.    There  are  lhou.'<andN  of  them,  who,  during 

the  crnning  year,  if  there  be  no  provision  made 

fbrlhem,*mu9t  ahsoiuielf  starve. 

Mr.   PETTIT.      That  does   not   answer  my 

Mr.  WELLER.  They  have  not  asked  me  for 
piy  charily.  They  have  not  s.iid  to  me,  as  on 
Aisfrusii  Senator,  that  they  wished  me  to  »ee 
Ihitt  ihev  be  saved  from  starvation.    1  had  a  heart 

I  that  required  no  such  appeal.     Now,  sir,  if  the 
Stoaiorfrom  Indiana  can  see  no  obligation;  if  he 
ii content  in  sit  down  and  say  "  Let  them  starve, 
Idonotfind  it  written  in  the  bond  that  I   am  to 
•opport  ihem,"  let  him  so  decide  by  his  vote. 
Mr  PETTIT.   I  wished  to  know  whether  they 
had  asked  for  this. 
.Mr.  WELLER.    The  great  body  of  the  In- 
diaiuto  whom  I  nowallnde,  areas  wild  and  unciv- 
iliEfdas  the  grizly  bear  of  the  mountains,  and  if 
Ihfyatttni filed  to  speak  to  me,  they  could  Sfieak 
ODivinatoiigue  that  I  could  not  comprehend.    A 
br^e  poriion  of  those  Indians  who  sunered  during 
the  last  year  for  the  want  of  food,  have  been  driven 
ki^b  up  into  the    mountains  by  the  while  man, 
and  there  they  can  obtain  no  food,  nosul)si8tence. 
Now,  we  propose  by  these   locations  lo    induce 
ibelDdiKns  to  come  down   from  the  mountains, 
engage  in  agriculture,  and  rely  no  longer  upon 
nature  alone  for   their  food.     'I'hnt  is  nil  that  is 
pmposeil.    We  have  our  "Mission"  Indians  there, 
and  the  Senator   from  Georgia  seemed   to  think 
that  we  were  inducing  those  Indians  to  abandon 
I  thsir  lahor  in  the  mining  region  of  the  Sinte,  and 
Icooiedown,  and  loaf  away  their  time  upon  agri- 
aliural  pursuits.     Let  me  tell    the  Senator  that 
ose  Indians  who  are  to   be  provided  for  by  this 
Isysltm,  never  worked  a  day  in  the  mines      They 
•re  unaccustomed  to  labor.     They  have   never 
pwfnrmecl  it.     They  have  obtained  their  supplies 
Uirecily  from  nature.    The  white  man  has  robbed 
Jiem  of  these;  nnd  there  is,  in   my  judgment,  an 
pbligation  resting  on  us  to  supply  the  place.     As 
to  whether  the  appropriation  shall  be  8125,000  or 
'^200,000,  that   Im  a  <)iie.stion   which   tlie  Senate 
can  delerniine.      I  feel  no  greater  solicitude  in  this 
matter  than  every  man  should  feel,  who  sees  the 
Radians  fading  away  day  after  day  because  of  the 
fihnmantiy  of  the  white  man. 

But  I  did  not  intend  lo  trespass  upon  the  Senate 
l^ain,  for  I  desire,  above  all  things,  to   have  this 
antsiion  settled.    The  argument  of  my  friend  from 
Seorgia  was  fully  answered  at  the  la.""!  session  of 
pongress,  and  it  would  be  a  work  of  supereroga- 
Kon  to  refuie  it  again. 
Mr.  BELL.     If  the  Senator  from  Georgia  be 
ght  in  his  views  of  this  new  policy,  I  shall  be 
bpposed  10  it  myself.     The  question  was  not  much 
lehated  at  the  last  se.'^sion  of  Congress,  when  the 
ilicy  was  adopted;  but,   if  I  have  any  correct 
emory  about  it,  it  is  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
tbich  IS  staled   by  my  friend  from  Geitrgia.     I 
^rstood  that  these  farms  were  to  be  reserved, 
sd  these  grounds  opened  and  prepared  for  culli- 
siion,  with  n  view  to  lure  the  Indians  from  their 
dering,  idle    habits,  and    to    induce  them  to 
agricultural  laboiers.     That  is    the  very 
'  the  policy  proposed  to  be  established  by 
Bew  system — not  that  they  shall  be  mnin* 
imed  in  idleness   by   the  Government,  but  that 
piey  shall   earn    their   subsistence  by  their  own 
inds.    So  far  as  I  haveobiainedany  information 
I  the  subject,  (and  I  wish  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
ansas to  state  whether  it  is  the  fact,)  we  have 
prtd  a  great  number  of  these  Indians  from  their 
•ring  habita,  nnd  they  are  laborers  now  upon 
Krnunds. 

.COOPER.  About  two  thousand  three hun- 
I  of  them  ore  now  on  one  reservation. 
Mr.  BELL.     So  I  understand.     The  Govern- 
ment does  not  propose  to  employ  laborers  ony 
hrther  than  it  mny  be  necessary  to  initiate  the  ex- 
erimeni;    but  it  relies  upon  the  Indians  as  the 
orers  npon  these  grounds. 
Mr.  WALKER.    Certainly;  that  is  it. 
Mr.  BELL.     If  I  am  mistaken  in  that,  I  am 
fholly  mistaken  as  to  thescheme  which  has  been 
dopted. 


Mr.  DAWSON.  But  the  Government  is  to 
sustain  them  until  ihey  get  the  lands  cleared  and 
ready  for  a  cro[>. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understood  the  Senator  to  soy 
that  it  was  a  permanent  system;  that  instead  of 
allowing  them  to  labor  in  the  mines,  or  seek  sub- 
sistence as  they  ought  to  do,  and  as  every  human 
being  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  do,  this  was  a 
system  to  maintain  them  in  idleness. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Undoubtedly; and  it  has  not 
been  denied.  Of  course  ail  that  cannot  labor  must 
be  sustained;  and  if  you  have  nothing  to  sustain 
them  on  this  year,  when  you  bring  them  in,  how 
are  you  to  subsist  them  ? 

Mr.  BELL.  Of  course  they  are  to  be  subsisted 
for  a  year,  or  until  they  can  raise  a  crop. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  And  then,  after  subsisting 
them,  they  are  to  cleor  the  land,  and  you  are  lo 
teach  them  how  to  cultivate;  but  up  to  this  time 
they  have  to  be  sustained. 

Mr.  BELL.  And  that  is  precisely  what  we 
did  with  the  Indian  tribes  that  we  removed  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  We  gove  millions  on 
millions  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expense  of 
their  transportation  west,  and  then  of  subsisting 
them  for  a  year  afterwards. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  That  was  in  pursuance  of 
treaty  stipulations. 

Mr.  BELL.  That  part  of  this  policy  is  in  con- 
formity with  the  past  practice  of  the  Government; 
and  whot  I  wanted  my  honorable  friend  from  Ar- 
kansas to  state  wus,  whether  it  was  not  the  very 
basis  of  this  experiment  that  the  Indians  should 
be  lured  from  the  mountains,  and  taught  to  seek 
their  own  subsistence,  and  to  earn  their  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brows.' 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee has  stated  correctly  the  spirit  of  thi.s  new 
system,  which  was  adopted  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  It  is  not  contemplated  that  the  Indians 
are  to  be  brought  together,  and  fed  and  supported 
absolutely  at  the  expense  of  the  Goveriiinent,  but 
they  are  to  be  taught  lo  work,  lo  work  actively, 
like  other  persons  engaged  upon  farms.  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  thelndians 
who  have  been  collected  upon  the  reserve  netir 
Tejon  Pass,  are  actively  engaged  in  labor,  and 
profitable  labor.  It  is  an  astonishing  fact,  staled 
by  the  superintendent,  that  the  Wild  Indians  from 
the  mountains  are  with  great  facility  brought  down 
to  the  arduous  and  assiduous  labors  of  the  field. 
As  n  matter  of  detail,  I  would  mention  that  during 
the  operations  of  the  last  year,  over  forty  Indian 
boys  were  engaged  as  plow  boys;  and  a  few  days' 
training  from  the  agent,  a  man  of  practical  inform- 
niion  in  reference  to  that  business,  was  sufiiuieiit 
to  make  them  useful  laborers  on  the  farm;  and 
out  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  Indians  now 
engaged  there,  1  understand  that  every  one  has  u 
duty  assigned  him,  and  performs  it  strictly,  and 
Willi  a  promptitude  and  facility  which  are  quite 
aaionishing,  considering  that  the  Indians  there 
collected,  are  the  root  diggers  from  the  mountains, 
and  not  those  who  have  been  heretofore  subsisted 
at  the  "  Missions." 

Mr.  BELL.     They  are  the  wild  Indians. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  the 
wild  Indians  who  have  been  brought  from  the 
mountains,  and  not  the  old  "  Mission"  Indians, 
who  were  far  advanced  in  a  knowledge  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

The  question  being'taken  by  yeas  and  noyg  on 
the  omendment  of  Mr.  Weller  lo  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  to  strike  out  J125.000, 
and  insert  :^20U,(JOO,  resulted — yeas  19,  nays  18; 
as  i'ollows: 

YICAS — MMBm.  Bcll.nenjijmiii,  nrislll,  rha»e.  CIny, 
Do(tij«  of  Wtsconttiii,  (Iwm,  James,  .\Iatlory.  Morton, 
l*r;ill,  Kui<k,  SeWHnl,  Siiiitner,  I'lininpsun  itf  Kentucky, 
Tlioiii^rtii  ofNrW  Jcn'ny,\VniIc,  VVirller.and  William.* — 19. 

NAYS— Mcitiir^.  AtchiMH",  Brnrttiead,  Butler,  t'ooper, 
DawKon,  Doilgi^nf  Iowa,  Evanc,  Filzpnlrjck,  Foot,  Hunter, 
JimfH  of  lown,  Joncit  nf  Tennessee,  Norris,  Petlit,  Sebas- 
tian, Stunn,  Toombs,  and  Walker — 18. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  by  adding  to  it  the  following 
proviso: 

Provtrferf,  That  no  portion  of  itilo  amnunl  nhall  tte  |iaid 
over  lu  the  Kuperintendent  of  liidtnn  nlfnir^  iitilil  he  shall 
Rccouiil  BHiJeraciorily  fnrllie  nmnuiit  nlreudy  drawn  liy  hini 
out  of  Uio  former  nppropnnlion  ;  and  tliat  hereafter  no 
more  than  .^-:iu,O0UfthnIl  t>e  drawn  by  the  i^nid  snperintend- 
etil,  or  be  in  tiin  tiandd  unexpended  at  one  and  the  sajne 
time. 

Mr.  PRATT.     If  the  Senator  will  insert  the 


word  "present"  before  "superintendent,"  I  think 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  would  make  it  objec- 
tionable. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator  from  Michigan 
himself,  I  think,  will  see  the  impropriety  of  this 
amendment  as  it  now  stands.  1  do  not  pretend 
to  soy,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  the  present  superin- 
tendent has  done  anything  wrong.  But  suppose 
he  lias?  This  amendment  is  offered  upon  ilia 
hypothe.sis  that  something  has  been  done  which 
IS  wrong.  Suppose  that  lo  be  so;  then  the  super- 
intendent will  not  make  his  report  stall;  nnd  the 
result  is,  thol  no  appropriation  is  made  for  the 
support  of  the  Indians.  The  Government  will 
discharge  this  man,  if  he  has  done  wrong,  and  put 
some  one  else  in  his  place;  and  yet  your  appro- 
prioiion  is  avoided  by  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan.  That  amendment,  as  I  have 
said,  is  predicated  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
present  superintendent  has  not  discharged  his 
duty.  If  that  be  so,  he  will  not  make  his  report, 
but  will  be  turned  out  by  the  President,  and  some- 
body else  be  put  in;  and  yet,  under  the  proposed 
amendment,  the  appropriation  will  not  go  into 
effect. 

Mr.  STOART.  I  see  the  difficulty  which  is 
apprehended  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  but 
1  wish  to  suggest  to  him  that  it  would  hardly 
occur  practically.  1  think  there  is  a  very  serious 
objection  to  the  alteration  which  he  has  euggestrd, 
because  I  think  it  might  be  regarded  very  properly 
as  being  invidious  against  this  officer.  That  I  wish 
to  avoid  very  carefully.  But  suppose  the  worst 
state  of  things;  suppose  this  money  cannot  be  sat- 
iffrtctorily  accounted  for  by  the  superintendent;  it 
does  not  follow  ihat  if  a  new  officer  were  appoint- 
ed, this  appropriation  would  therefore  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr  PRATT.  Certainly  it  would,  under  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  STUART.  In  my  opinion  it  would  not; 
but  if  I  am  mistaken  in  that,  it  would  be  better  to 
use  some  other  terms  than  those  indicjtted  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland.  I  think,  however,  that 
I  am  not  mistaken,  nnd  in  that  r.ase  i  think  within 
the  substantial  meaning  of  the  law  the  amend- 
ment would  be  complied  with.  That  is  my  view 
of  it.  I  am  not,  however,  tenacious  about  words. 
I  only  wish  to  avoid  anything  that  will  convey  an 
im|iutution  against  this  officer.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  were  to  put  in  the  word  "present, "as  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator,  it  would  be  a  direct  impu- 
tation against  him. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan had  belter  put  in  the  word  "  present."  It 
will  not  hurt  his  amendment. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  there  be  no  objecuon,  I 
will  consent  lo  ihat  amendment. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
ihe  amendinenl  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  [ 
take  it  for  granted  that  if  the  appropriation  be 
made,  the  Department  will  put  no  more  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  siiperiniendent  until  he  hue 
accounted  for  that  which  he  has  already  received. 

Now,  in  regard  lo  the  amount  which  has  been 
paid  over  to  the  superintendent;  I  understand  that 
the  other  appropriatinn  was  placed,  as  I  said  to- 
day, in  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurer,  and  the 
superintendent  was  requested,  by  his  insiniclions, 
to  draw  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  §20,000,  until 
he  had  already  acmunted  for  that  which  he  had 
received.  Wherefore,  then,  the  necessity  of  this 
amendment.'  Cannot  the  whole  object  be  at- 
tained by  n  faithful  discharge  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs?  If  he 
gives  instructions,  and  those  instrnctions  are  dis- 
obeyed, I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  will  remove 
the  recusant  officer.  Wherefore,  then,  the  neces- 
sity of  inserting  this  amendment  ?  Why  proceed 
to  do  the  very  thing  which  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  has  already  done,  and  which,  under  the 
existing  law,  the  head  of  the  Department  has  full 
authority  to  do. 

Mr.  COOPER.  The  object  of  this  amendment 
was  suggested  by  myself,  and  it  was  suggested 
because  the  superintendent  had,  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  on  one  certainly,  drawn  perhaps  to-day 
$20,000,  and  to-morrow  $20,000,  or  $30,000,  or 
J'U.OOO  more,  or  perhops  1^120,000.  Did  he  not 
draw  $120,000  at  once?  It  is  to  meet  that  very 
thing  that  the  amendment  is  offered. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  should  take  it  that  that  was 
a  direct  violation  of  his  instructions,  and  if  I  were 
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at  the  head  or  the  Department,  I  would  not  hes- 
itate to  remove  a  pubhc  officer  who  would  disobey 
his  instructions  in  that  way.  Nobody  has  at- 
tempted to  shield  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs.  If  he  has  acted  improperly,  if  he  has  vio- 
lated the  instructions  of  the  Department,  let  the 
Department  remove  him;  I  shall  utter  no  com- 
plaint; but  there  ia  ne  necessity  for  the  legislation 
proposed  by  the  amendment. 
Mr.  COOPER.    I  think  there  is. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hardly  think  the  su^estion 
of 'he  Senator  from  California  will  answer  in  place 
of  legislation.  If  this  officer,  or  any  other,  mis- 
appropriates money,  you  may  remove  the  officer; 
but  that,  after  all,  will  not  save  the  money.  The 
object  of  the  legislation  is  to  save  ihe  money.  The 
addition  suggested  to  me  by  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was,  that  he  shall  not  only  not  draw 
more  than  ^,000  at  a  time,  but  that  he  shall  not 
have  exceeding  that  amount  in  his  hands  at  any 
one  time  unexpended  and  unaccounted  for.  That 
1  have  put  in  my  amendment,  so  as  to  make  it 
perfectly  clear.  This  officer,  as  has  been  suggested 
to  me,  is  only  required  to  give  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  (30.000;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amount  of 
money  in  his  hands,  unexpended,  should  be  within 
the  limit  of  his  bonds;  and  1  submit  thai  that 
should  be  a  matter  of  law.  I  have  admitted  the 
amendment  proposed  bv  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, to  insert  the  woro  "  present,"  inasmuch  as 
the  Senator  from  California  has  no  objection.  I 
submit  that  it  does  not  answer  the  amendment  to 
say  that  the  Department  may  regulate  this  by  in- 
struction. Whatever  it  is  proper  to  do,  ought  to 
be  done  by  law,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done,  without 
hampering  the  operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  Senator  did  not  under- 
stand me  as  agreeing  to  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"  present."  I  said  nothing  on  that  subject,  and  I 
do  not  know  how  he  could  draw  the  inference  that 
I  was  in  favor  of  it.  I  should  be  unwilling  to  put 
in  that  word,  because  it  would  look  as  though  we 
intended  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  (he  present 
incumbent,  and  advise  the  Department  to  remove 
him.    I  am  unwilling  to  act  in  that  way, 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  not  myself  have  ac- 
cepted that  alteration,  if  I  had  not  understood  the 
Senator  as  conceding  that  it  ought  to  be  made. 
My  own  opinion  was,  thai  it  would  be  a  reflection 
on  the  incumbent. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  mention  one  fact  in  con- 
nection with  this  question,  which  seems  to  me  to 
make  the  amendment  useless.  An  order  has  been 
issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  recently, 
requiring  the  disbursing  officers  in  California  to 
keep  the  whole  of  the  public  money  which  they 
have  to  disburse  under  appropriations  made  by 
Coi^ess,  with  the  sub-treasurer  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  they  can  draw  it  out  only  upon  vouch- 
ers. They  cannot,  (herefore,getany  of  the  public 
money  unless  they  furnish  their  vouchers  to  the 
sub-treasurer,  and  he  pays  their  drafts.  The  sys- 
tem has  been  entirely  changed  since  the  occur- 
rences which  have  been  alluded  to.  The  change 
has  been  made  within  the  present  year.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  haa  issued  those  instruc- 
tions to  the  assistant  treasurer  in  California,  and 
he  has  received  a  reply  that  that  officer  is  pre- 
pared to  carry  out  the  system.  In  future,  there- 
fore, the  public  money  will  be  disbursed  in  Cali- 
fornia precisely  as  the  public  funds  are  now  dis- 
bursed in  this  city,  at  tlie  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  In  this  way  the  money  will  not  go  into 
the  hands  of  a  disbursing  officer,  as  heretofore, 
but  will  be  retained  by  the  sub-treasurer,  and 
paid  out  upon  vouchers.  Hence,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  because  the  money  will 
not  be  paid  over  directly  to  the  disbursing  officer, 
but  will  be  relnined  bythesub-treasurer,  and  paid 
out  upon  vouchers  as  they  are  presented. 

The  PRESIDING  OFF-ICER.  DoestheSen- 
alor  from  Michigan  accept  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  Maryland  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  accept  it  unless  it  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Senators  from  California. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  but  I  object 
to  the  whole  of  it.  I  think  that,  perhaps,  as  it 
stands  it  might  tie  up  the  officer's  hands.  I  am 
afraid  that  until  the  accounts  are  settled,  none  of 
the  money  will  be  used ;  and  in  that  way  the  pro- 
vision, as  it  stands,  might  lead  to  embarrassment. 


Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  and  insert  the 
word  "  present "  before  the  word  "  superintend- 
ent." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stvart  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  as  amended,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  have  another  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GWIN.  No  vote  has  yet  been  taken  on 
the  amendment  which  I  proposed. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  wish  to  perfect  the  com- 
mittee's amendment  before  the  question  is  taken 
on  that  of  the  Senator  from  California.  Mv 
amendment  is  to  insert  after  the  word  "Providtd, 
where  it  first  occurs,  the  words  "  that  before  any 
part  of  said  sum  shall  be  expended;"  so  that  the 
clause  shall  read: 


Provided,  Tbal  before  any  pan  of  raid  sum  aball  be  ex-  i 
p«Dded,ihe  Slate  of  California  shaJI  cede  tbe  necewary  I 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases.  • 

There  is  a  provision  in  the  amendment  of  tbe 
committee  which  was  intended  to  be  what  it  will 
be  when  my  amendment  is  agreed  to.  But  as  it 
now  stands,  the  Senate  will  perceive  that  it  is  too  ' 
vague  and  indefinite  to  accomplish  the  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  am  willing  to  accept  | 
that. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  it.  It 
ties  up  the  whole  appropriation  until  the  Stats  of 
California  acts;  and  the  Legislature  does  nolmeet  ; 
until  next  January.  I  do  hope  the  appropriation 
will  be  permitted  to  pass  in  suchaform  that  it  can 
be  made  available.  If  it  is  tied  up  by  these  pro- 
visoes, it  will  be  as  well  to  make  no  appropriation 
at  all.  We  want  this  policy  carried  on  under  the  I 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  We  wish 
to  give  him  this  fund,  tn  order  to  keep  the  peace 
with  the  Indians  there,  and  if  necessary  carry  out 
this  policy, and  propose  to  the  Legislature  of  Cal- 
ifornia next  winter  that  she  shall  give  us  jurisdic- 
tion over  these  reservations.  I  think  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  going  on  if  we  do  not  trammel 
the  Department  too  much  by  these  provisoes. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President,  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  as  it  now  stands,  is  de- 
signed to  go  op  with,  and  carry  out,  the  system 
adopted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  In  order 
to  perfect  the  amendment,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
adopt,  the  provision  which  I  have  proposed.  ,| 
When  it  is  perfected,  the  question  will  betaken 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California, 
which  is  to  cut  loose  all  reslricti'on  from  the  appro- 
priation,and  leave  it  ageneral  appropriation,  such 
as  ware  made  in  former  times,  simply  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Indians.  With  that  view,  I  think 
it  is  well  the  Senate  should  vote  on  it.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  go  on  and  perfect  the  plan  of  last 
session,  we  should  certainly  do  it  in  such  a  way 
that  we  can  have  authority.  The  Senator  from 
California  himself  is  the  first  to  start  objection 
here  to  this  plan.  Yesterday,  for  the  first  time, 
he  brought  to  our  notice  the  fact  that  California 
was  objecting  to  the  location  of  the  Indians  on 
the  reservations.  Now,  if  we  are  going  on  with 
that  plan,  if  it  is  deemed  the  best  policy  to  con- 
tinue it,  is  it  not  necessary,  if  his  ground  be  cor- 

'  reel,  that  we  shall  obtain  in  some  way  the  consent 
of  California?  Shall  we  make  the  appropriation 
absolute?  Shall  we  go  on,  and  by  the  appropria- 
tion of  this  sum  of  money  declare,  that  the  Inoians 
shall  be  located  on  these  reservations;  and  when 
I  thev  are  so  located,  is  California  to  step  forward 
and  say  we  shall  not  do  it?  I  hope  not.  If  we 
are  to  congregate  the  Indians  upon  these  military 
reservmions,  and  that  cannot  be  done  without  the 
consent  of  California,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  is  there  any  harm  in  obtaining  her  consent; 
and  if  she  will  not  give  it,  to  say  respectfully  to 
her,  "We  will  not  expend  our  money  in  this  enter- 
prise?" That  is  all  that  is  proposed  by  this  pro- 
viso, and  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  get  along 
without  her  consent.  It  is  impossible  to  do  so. 
Suppose  the  appropriation  is  made  with  a  view  to 
carry  on  the  system  that  has  been  established  there. 
If  the  provision  shall  be  adopted,  it  will  be  with  a 
view  to  carry  on  the  system  which  has  been 
initiated  there;  and  yet,  when  you  come  to  expend 

I  the  money  for  the  purpose,  you  find  you  cannot 
do  it,  because  California  objects.  Then,  is  it  not 
well  toget  the  consent  of  California?  You  haveto 
get  it,  or  abandon  the  system .  The  abandonment 
of  it  ia  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  California, 


[Mr.  GwiK,]  in  his  amendment.  Then,  when  we 
shall  have  abandoned  it,  by  the  adoption  of  his 
amendnlent,  this  will  all  have  been  stricken  out, 
and  there  will  be  no  harm  in  it;  but,  as  long  as  we 
propose  to  carry  out  the  system,  let  us  do  it  by 
the  consent  of  California;  for  without  her  consent, 
it  is  pretty  generally  conceded  we  cannot  do  it. 
That  IS  all  that  is  proposed  by  my  amendment. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  ap- 
peal to  my  friend  from  Wisconsin  to  withdraw 
this  amendment.  I  think  there  is  freat  force  in 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia. If  you  require,  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
the  expenditure  of  any  of  this  money,  (hat  this 
cession  ofjurisdiction  shall  be  given,  as  the  Legis- 
lature of  California  docs  not  meet  until  the  Janu- 
ary of  next  year,  you  will,  in  elfect,  suspend  the 
application  of  the  whole  of  (he  ntoney.-  Now,  I 
think,  under  the  circumstances,  when  we  consider 
tbe  distance  of  California  from  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment; when  we  consider  the  necessity  t)f  some 
immediate  application  of  this  money  towards  the 

feneral  purpose,  we  may  safely  trust  to  the  proper 
Ixecutive  officer  not  to  make  any  large  and  unwise 
expenditure  until  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia shall  have  been  obtained.  I  think  we  had 
better  leave  it  to  his  discretion,  under  the  existing 
circumstances,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  a 
power  immediately  lo  use  some  portion  of  the 
money,  and  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the 
place  and  the  time  before  a  cession  of  jurisdiction 
can  be  obtained.  I  agree  with  the  Senator  entirely 
in  his  views;  but  I  think,  under  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  we  had  better  not  impose 
a  positive  restriction,  which  will  make  it  just  as  if 
the  money  had  not  been  appropriated  until  some 
time,  perhaps,  in  the  succeeding  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 

Mr.  WALKER.  If  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  North  Carolina  be  correct, 
we  should  not  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee at  all,  for  if  ne  will  listen  to  the  reading  of 
that  amendment,  he  will  see  that  tbe  whole  of  it 
proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  we  are  to  continue 
this  reservation  plan.  If  we  are  going  upon  that 
plan,  my  proposition  Is  necessary  to  perfect  the 
amend  mentor  the  committee.  Afteryou  have  per- 
fected it,  you  may  strike  it  all  out,  on  the  .argu- 
ment of  the  Senator,  and  adopt  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  California.  I  shair  make  no 
strenuous  opposition  to  that  proposition;  but  if 
we  are  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
as  our  policy,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  (hat  my 
amendment  should  be  made  to  it.  Perfect  it  first, 
and  then  take  the  question  on  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  California,  and  adopt  that,  if  the 
views  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  are  to 
be  carried  out. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  suggest  to  my  friend  from 
Wisconsin  that  I  assumM,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
suggestion  which  I  threw  out  to  him,  that  the  ces- 
sion from  California  is  necessary;  but  he  will  ob- 
serve that  that  is  by  no  means  a  clear  point.  It  is 
by  no  means  sure  that  we  are  not  entitled  to  pro- 
ceed without  the  consent  of  California.  But  I 
want  to  raise  no  unnecessary  question  about  it. 
That  consent  will  no  doubt  be  given,  when  the 
Legislature  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  yielding 
it.  In  the  meantime,  let  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment go  on  and  carry  out  this  beneficent  scheme. 
Do  not  hamper  them  by  a  proviso,  which  in  one 
aspect  of  it,  may  be  a  concession  of  what  we  ought 
not  to  concede;  and,  in  the  other,  will  produce  a 
mischievous  delay  in  the  useful  commencement 
of  this  system.  Let  us  be  content  with  practicable 
guards.  Let  us  be  satisfied  to  leave  some  discre- 
tion to  the  executive  officers.  Let  us  not,  by  an 
exceeding  anxiety  to  tie  up  this  matter  against  all 
possibility  of  contingency  in  a  direction  we  may 
not  approve,  put  upon  it  such  restrictions  as  may 
render  it,  in  a  great  measure,  impracticable  for  a 
considerable  period  of  (ime.  Now,  that  strikes 
me  to  be  reasonable;  and  I  know  that  my  friend  is 
reasonable.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  he  will  not 
embarrass  thisprovision  by  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment, and  in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  make  one  ob- 
servation, I  see  it  is  clearly  the  design  of  the 
Senate  to  abandon  the  policy  that  it  agreed  to  at 
the  last  session;  for,  without  obtaining  the  con- 
sent of  California  before  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  is  made  there,  you  will  not  obtain  it  at 
all,  and  without  obtaining  it  you  cannot  carry  on 
the  plan. 
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Mr.  GWIN.  Now  my  amendment  is  in  order. 
The  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  and  other  Senators, 
have  said  that  it  proposes  to  abandon  the  system 
of  reservation.  1  wish  the  Secretary  to  read  it, 
to  show  ihat  they  are  miutaken. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment.  It  is  to 
strike  out  of  the  amendment  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflitirs  ail  after  the  word 
"  California,"  and  insert  after  the  word  "  sub- 
sistence," the  words  "and  settlement;"  and  add 
after  "California,"  the  words  "  and  preserving 
peace  with  said  Indians;"  so  that  the  amendment 
shall  read: 

For  dufrnying  the  expensea  of  continuing  the  removal, 
■ulMislenci',  and  Rettlenicnt  of  Indian.^  in  Calif'ornin,  and 
for  preserving  pt:ace  with  said  Indiana,  $^00,000. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  con- 
tinue these  settlements  after  this  plan.  I  want  to 
give  him  the  entire  power.  I  want  him  to  have 
the  control  of  this  fund,  for  the  purpose,  in  his 
judgment,  of  benefiting  the  Indians  and  the  peo- 
ple of  California  to  the  greatest  possible  extent. 
My  whole  object  is  to  have  the  appropriation  made 
as  efficient  as  possible  to  do  good,  without  tram- 
meling it  too  much  by  legislation. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  1  paid  some  attention  to 
the  reading  of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
and  I  think  the  effect  of  it  is  obviously  miscon- 
ceived by  the  Senator  from  California;  and  I  know 
that  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hu.nter,] 
who  made  some  remarks  rather  in  favor  of  it,  mis- 
conceives its  object.  It  involves,  1  think,  une- 
quivocally, a  clear  abandonment  of  the  system 
adopted  at  the  last  Congress;  and  if  it  is  adopted, 
all  the  provisions  of  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee conferring  authority  on  the  President  to 
make  reservations  at  all,  are  abandoned;  all  re- 
striction as  to  the  quantity  of  the  reservations 
is  abandoned;  all  the  provisions  authorizing  the 
superintendent  to  buy  out  the  conflicting  titles  of 
claimants  on  the  reserves  are  abandoned,  and  you 
will  have  the  system  just  as  it  was  before — at  sea, 
without  compass  or  rudder,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
superintendent.  It  may  not  be  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  California  to  destroy  the  system ;  but 
I  am  certain  that  it  is  the  inevitable  elVect  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  before 
the  question  is  put  on  the  proposition  of  my  col- 
league. I  move  to  strike  out"  twenty-five,  and 
insert  "  ten,"  so  that  the  amendment  will  read 
"  said  reservations  not  to  contain  less  than  five, 
nor  more  than  ten  thousand  acres."  I  do  not 
know  how  the  reservations  were  originally  fixed 
at  twenty-five  thousand  acres.  I  am  very  sure  it 
never  received  the  sanction  of  my  juiigment.  At 
the  last  session  I  endeavored  to  fix  the  maximum 
at  ten  thousand  acres,  and  supposed  that  the  pro- 
vision in  that  form  had  passed  the  Senate;  but 
afterwards,  on  an  examination  of  the  law,  I  dis- 
covered to  my  astonishment,  that  the  Executive 
was  authorized  to  make  the  reservations  extend  to 
twenty-five  thousand  acres. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  amend- 
ment will  not  be  now  in  order,  unless  the  pending 
amendment,  offered  by  the  colleague  of  the  Sena- 
tor to  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  withdraw  it  for  the  present, 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Weller's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  now  renew  my  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  either  do  not  understand 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
California,  or  I  think  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflairs  does  not.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand it  to  be  an  abandonment  of  the  policy  of 
reservations,  but  as  leaving  it  discretionary  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  whether  he  will  ex- 
pend the  money  upon  the  reservations,  or  in  sooie 
other  mode.  It  may  be — and  it  was  to  meet  that 
contingency  that  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  offered — that,  owing  to  the  action  of 
California,  or  other  circumstances,  it  may  be 
found  that  we  cannot  carry  out  the  policy  of  res- 
ervations. If  so,  something  must  be  done  with 
the  Indians;  some  provision  must  be  made  for 
them;  we  cannot  tell  in  what  shape  it  ought  to  be 
made,  and  the  best  disposition  of  the  matter  seems  i 
to  be  to  leave  it  at  the  disposal  of  tJie  Secretary  of  I 


the  Interior.  There  is  a  word  inserted  in  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  with  an  express 
view  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  plan,  if  it 
should  turn  out  to  be  practicable  and  best  to  con- 
tinue the  reservation,  viz:  the  word  "  settlement." 
It  is  true  it  does  not  force  him  to  expend  the  money 
in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  reservations  and  in 
no  other  way;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  do  so,  because  it  may  turn  out  that 
he  cannot  carry  out  the  policy.  The  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia may  interposeand  object.  Itmay  be,  too, 
that  when  he  obtains  more  information,  he  may 
find  that  the  system  has  not  worked  as  well  as 
some  are  inclined  to  think  it  has  done.  All  these 
things  are  uncertain;  and  in  view  of  this  uncer- 
tainty, and  in  order  to  obtain  a  practicable  pro- 
vision, one  which  may  be  establiened  in  any  stale 
of  the  case,  I  have  thought  that  it  was  best  to 
concur  with  the  Senator  from  California,  and  leave 
this  discretionary. 

Suppose,  sir,  the  State  of  California  should  re- 
fuse to  cede  the  jurisdiction;  suppose  she  should 
interpose  other  objections;  what  can  be  done 
with  the  appropriation  under  the  amendment 
of  the  committee .>  Nothing;  no  provision  can 
be  made  for  the  Indians.  Suppose,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  should  (urn  out  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  may  be  able  to  make  some  other  pro- 
vision with  the  State  of  California  for  taking  care 
of  them — something  short  of  the  cession  of  the 
absolute  jurisdiction — some  arrangement  with  her 
by  which,  with  the  concurrent  action  of  the  State 
and  General  Governments,  some  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  Indians — would  it  not  be  better  to 
leave  him  the  power  and  authority  to  do  so,  and 
not  confine  him  to  one  mode,  and  one  mode  only  ? 
I  do  not  understand  this  as  forcing  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  reservations. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  believe  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  California,  as  I  am  sure 
it  is  that  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  to  confer 
upon  the  Department  a  choice  of  systems,  and 
not  a  compulsory  abandonment  of  one  without  the 
adoption  of  anything  in  its  stead;  but  by  reading 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  you  will  see 
that  so  much  is  stricken  out  that  the  bare  insertion 
of  the  word  "  removal"  does  not  save  the  old 
system  at  all.  I  will  state  to  the  Senate  why  it  is 
a  compulsory  abandonment  of  the  old  system. 

Superintendent  Beale  states  in  his  report,  that 
he  has  been  unable  to  make  the  five  reservations 
contemplated  by  law,  because  he  could  find  no 
portion  of  the  country  in  which  there  were  not  in- 
tervening so  many  preemption  and  Mexican  claims, 
that  he  could  not  make  the  reservation  out  of  the 
public  domain  of  sufficient  size  at  all;  and  we  must, 
of  necessity,  abandon  the  system,  unless  we 
greatly  reduce  the  size  of  the  reservations,  and 
authorize  him  to  purchase  up  the  conflicting  claims. 
Therefore,  if  we  make  no  provision  giving  him 
authority  to  buy  up  the  conflicting  claims,  and  re- 
quiring the  cession  of  jurisdiction  by  the  State  of 
California  over  these,  you  will  cut  him  off  from 
the  use  of  the  reservations,  except  the  one  which 
he  now  has,  because  all  that  part  of  the  amend- 
ment which  makes  provision  for  the  removal  of 
these  obstacles  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California. 
In  that  way  it  works  as  an  abandonment  of  the 
system,  because  it  confers  no  power  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  obstacles  which  are  in  the  way. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Will  my  friend  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  question  .'  Does  not  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  California  give  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  general  authority  to  do  ail  this  >  Does 
it  not  give  it  to  him,  not  specifically,  but  generally  ? 
Under  this  amendment  he  would  have  the  author- 
ity, as  I  understand  it,  to  continue  the  reserva- 
tions, if  he  found  that  policy  to  be  the  best  and 
most  practicable. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  If  the  term  "settlement," 
by  force  of  the  words  employed,  gives  the  general 
authority  to  make  reservations  and  buy  up  the 
lands  of  individuals,  and  obtain  the  cession  of 
jurisdiction  from  the  State  of  California,  if  it  em- 
braces all  this  complicated  idea,  then  the  Senator 
is  right. 

IVfr.  GWIN.  There  are  acts  on  the  statute- 
book  in  connection  with  this  system,  and  the  ob- 
ject is  to  give  as  enlarged  a  power  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  as  possible,  to  continue  thesystem, 
if  that  is  best.  But  if  he  cannot  get  the  consent 
of  California,  (for  it  will,  of  course,  be  optional 
with  that  State,  and  there  ii  no  evidence  yet  that 


that  consent  will  be  refused;  we  have  no  such 
evidence,  because  there  has  been  no  legislation  on 
the  subject,)  and  cannot  adopt  the  system,  we 
ought  to  give  him  a  discretion,  so  that  he  may  go 
on  and  prevent  th*  Indians  there  being  destroy- 
ed. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  California  will  not  be 
agreed  to.  The  result  of  it  will  not  only  be  an 
abandonment  of  what  I  regard  as  the  only  means 
of  preserving  the  Indians,  but  it  will  be  introdu- 
cing another  and  new  system  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  which  will  lead,  in  my  judgment,  to  a 
much  larger  expenditure,  and  no  good  will  be 
accomplished  by  it.  With  regard  to  the  mooted 
question  of  jurisdiction ,  in  my  j  udgment  it  amounts 
to  nothing.  Gentlemen,  I  think,  are  alarmed 
without  cause  upon  that  subject.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  gives  Congress  the  right 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  That  is  all  the  jurisdiction  that  is  neces- 
sary. All  the  jurisdiction  you  want  over  one  of 
these  reservations,  when  you  settle  the  Indians  on 
them,  is  to  keep  out  traders,  persons  who  carry 
whisky,  and  injure  and  demoralize  the  Indians. 
That  juri-ndiction  you  have  by  the  Constitution  of 
:  the  United  States. 

I  There  are  two  different  systems  which  have 
i  prevailed  on  this  continent  in  regard  to  the  In- 
dians. The  English  Government  recognized  their 
right  of  occupancy,  and  treated  with  them,  and 
purchased  their  lands.  It  was  very  good  on  prin- 
ciple; but  what  has  the  practice  shown .'  The 
Spanish  Government,  on  the  contrary,  did  not 
recognize  the  right  of  the  Indians  to  the  soil. 
They  took  possession  of  it  when  they  chose,  and 
did  not  recognize  any  right  in  wild  Indian  tribes 
to  the  soil.  When  they  became  civilized,  they 
settled  them  down  in  pueblos,  and  admitted  them 
to  a  kind  of  semi-citizenship.  What  has  been 
the  result  of  the  honest  principle  on  which  wc 
started  out  to  buy  Indian  territory.'  We  have 
purchased  Indian  territory  sometimes  when  it  was 
not  needed,  even  at  exorbitant  prices;  and  we 
have  given  annuities,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult.' Why,  sir,  it  has  fastened  a  set  of  vam- 
pires on  the  Indians,  a  set  of  gentlemen  who  live 
off  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  That  is 
your  policy.  There  are  a  few  honorable  excep- 
tions to  it,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  that  is  your 
policy.  The  traders  get  around  the  Indians,  and 
they  must  have  annuities  paid  to  the  Indians. 
The  result  is  that  they  do  not  work.  They  have 
done  nothing  at  all.  The  same  system  was  com- 
menced in  California.  Appropriations  were  made 
for  Indian  purposes  soon  after  California  was 
admitted;  and  what  was  the  result?  Fifteen  or 
twenty  treaties  were  made  with  JosJ  Maria,  and 
every  Indian  chief  they  could  find  in  the  moun- 
tains, looking  to  the  expenditure  of  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  way  of  annuities.  Where  would 
those  annuities  have  gone,  if  the  treaties  had  been 
agreed  to.'  Would  they  have  been  a  benefit  to 
thecounlry?  Notatall.  Would  they  have  bene- 
fited the  Indians?  Not  at  all.  They  would  have 
benefited  a  few  traders,  a  few  vampires  on  the  In- 
dians— men  who  are  ready  here,  with  every  ima- 
ginable claim,  to  get  appropriations  which  they 
can  divide  among  themselves. 

Then  this  other  system  was  adopted,  of  making 
an  appropriation,  and  furnishing  the  Indians  with 
stock,  furnishing  them  with  farming  implements, 
settling  them  down  upon  the  land,  and  learning 
them  to  work  for  themselves.  Now,  it  is  n  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  Indians  cannot  learn  to  work. 
The  Choctaws,  and  various  other  nations,  learn 
to  work,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  they  have  almost 
as  good  farmers  among  them  as  we  have.  These 
Indians  in  California  have  gone  and  settled  down 
upon  one  of  these  reservations,  and  now  do  work. 
I  have  good  evidence  for  saying  that  they  have 
now  several  thousand  acres  in  cultivation.  They 
have  more  land  in  cultivation  now,  and  are  raising 
more  to  live  on  at  this  moment,  under  this  arrange- 
ment, than  I  expected  they  would  up  to  this  time. 
If  you  abandon  this  system,  you  will  have  twenty 
treaties  at  the  next  session,  providing  annuities  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  these  annuities 
will  give  rise  to  great  squabbles  with  the  Indians 
and  traders. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California,  I  desire 
to  offer  an  amendment.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  agree 
to  atrike  out  this  proviso: 
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<*  PmUiJ,  Tbc  Bute  orCalifnniia  aball  cede  the  nnita- 
nry  Jttriwliciion  in  (uch  caae>." 

As  I  said  before,  when  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  the  Senate,  i  do  not  eoncetve  that  it  re- 
quires the  assent  of  Catifoyfiia  to  giTe  to  this 
Government  the  right  to  place  upon  the  reserra- 
tions  the  Indians-whom  we'propose  to  place  there. 
I  therefore  ask  that  that  proviso  be  stricken  out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
ia  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it;  and  I  desire  to  make  a  single  observa- 
tion. Unless  the  amendment  which  I  propose  be 
adopted,  the  whole  appropriation  will  become  en- 
tirely useless.  In  the  first  place,  you  are  to  require, 
before  the  provision  goesmto  enect,  the  assent  of 
California,  that  you  may  place  upon  your  own 
land,  reserved  by  this  Government,  these  Indians. 
Of  course,  until  the  Leeislature  shall  have  met, 
(and  it  is  not  yet  elected,}  you  cannot  attempt  to 
appropriate  the  money.  Thus  a  delay  of  several 
months,  I  do  not  know  how  lone,  perhaps  ten 
months,  will  elapse  before,  by  possibility,  even  if 
the  State  should  give  its  assent,  this  appropriation 
can  go  into  effect.  Then  after  the  Legislature, 
whicn  is  to  be  elected,  shall  have  met,  it  has  to 
act  upon  it,  and  to  give  the  exclusive  juriidiction 
for  which  you  ask. 

Now,  as  I  have  already  said,  we  do  not  want 
the  exclusive  Jurisdiction.  The  land  is  ours.  It 
belongs  to  this  Government,  and  we  have  a  right 
to  place  the  Indians  there.  If  they  should  commit 
any  offense  under  the  laws  of  California,  they 
would  be  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  California;  and 
that  is  the  whole  result  of  the  absence  of  this  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction.  I  shall  vote againstthe  whole 
appropriation,  unless  the  words  to  which  I  refer 
be  stricken  out.  If  the  provision  which  I  seek  to 
strike  out  remain  as  it  is,  it  will  render  the  whole 
appropriation  entirely  useless. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  was  to  perfect  this  par- 
ticular point  that  1  offered  the  amendment  which 
I  withdrew  a  short  time  ago.  The  ai^ument  of 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  would  be  well  enough 
if  we  had  no  information  as  to  what  has  been  tne 
practice  of  the  Government  in  such  cases.  I  can 
inform  him,  however,  that,  practically,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  asked  for  the  consent  of  the  States — 
deeming  itself  disqualified  to  locate  the  Indians 
permanently  within  their  limits  without  their  con- 
sent; and  I  will  instance  the  case  which  I  before 
meotioned  of  the  'Menomonees  of  Wisconsin. 
They  were  turned  over  to  the  Legislature  of  Wis- 
consin before  anything  was  done.  The  Legisla- 
ture gave  consent  that  they  might  be  located  on  a 
certain  reservation,  and  they  were  located  accord- 
ingly. The  Senator  wilt  find  that  this  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  suppose  it  was  done  in  that 
case  because  of  some  such  provision  as  is  con- 
tained in  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  wish  to  ask  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  a  question.  When  those 
Indians  were  turned  over  to  the  mercy  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  in  settling  the  question  whether 
they  should  be  driven  out  of  the  boundaries  of 
that  State  altogether,  or  whether  they  should  find 
a  home  there,  had  they  not  ceded  every  foot  of 
land  which  they  owned  there? 

Mr.  WALKER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BELL.  Then  those  Indiana  did  not  own 
one  acre  of  land  in  that  Slate,  and  had  not  even 
a  possessory  right.  There  was  a  clear  case  where 
the  consent  of  the  State  was  necessary.  But  that 
is  not  the  ease  in  California. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Let  me  apprise  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  of  this  fact:  after  the  Indians 
ceded  their  land,  it  became  the  land  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understand  that;  but  the  two 
cases  are  not  parallel. 

Mr.  WALKER.    That  case  is  parallel  to  the 

g resent  one,  in  my  view.  It  is  alleged  by  the 
enator  from  Maryland  that  this  land,  being  the 
land  of  the  Government,  the  Government  can  do 
as  it  pleases  with  it,  so  far  as  the  location  of  the 
Indians  is  concerned. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  title  of  the  Indiana  in  Cali- 
fornia has  not  been  extinguished;  and  I  agree 
with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  that  we  have 
the  power  to  locate  them  on  the  public  land  if  we 
think  proper,  because  the  Indians  thers  hare  never 


parted  with  their  possessory  rights  according  to 
our  policy. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  But  will  they  not  be  subject 
to  the  laws  of  California.'  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  that  if  we  locale  them 
without  the  cession  of  jurisdiction  from  California 
they  will  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  that  State. 

Mr.  BELL.  But  have  these  Indians  no  rights 
of  possession,  no  usufructuary  rights?  Is  that 
the  law  uf  California  now?  I  do  not  understand 
it  to  be  so,  for  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have 
been  thrown  over  that  territory,  anil  we  have  at- 
tempted to  treat  with  them.  If  they  are  mem- 
bers of  the  State  of  California,  we  cannot  treat 
with  them.  

Mr.  PRATT.  I  may  be  entirety  wrong,  but 
my  notion  is  this:  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  has  pursued  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in 
reference  to  the  Indians.  We  have  conceded  that 
the  right  to  the  soil  was  in  the  Indians,  and  that 
this  Government  could  only  acquire  the  right  to 
the  soil  by  treaty  or  acquisition  from  the  Indians. 
Now,  California  was  Spanish  territory,  and  the 
Spanish  Government  differed  entirely  from  the 
English  Government  on  this  point.  The  Spanish 
Government  never  recognized  the  right  of  soil  in 
the  Indians;  consequently,  I  did  not  attempt  to 
argue  that  the  Indians  possessed  in  California  any 
right  to  the  soil. 

Mr.  BELL.  They  have  the  same  possessory 
right  which  the  Indians  west  of  Missouri  had — 
the  same  right  that  the  Indians  had  in  Florida 
— the  same  right  that  they  had  in  ihe  old  cession 
of  Louisiana.  So  that,  if  the  Senator's  viev^  be 
correct,  we  have  been  acting  upon  false  principles 
all  the  time.  The  Government  has  carried  out 
iu  policy  in  all  these  cessions,  though  the  civil 
law  applied  in  all  the  French  and  Spanish  settle- 
ments. Whenever  territory  has  been  ceded  to 
the  United  States  we  have  carried  our  own  policy 
there,  and  allowed  the  Indians  to  have  this  posses- 
sory right,  and  treated  with  them  as  having  a 
claim  to  it.  That  is  our  public  law  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  Indians.  Then  I  contend  that  we 
have  a  perfect  right,  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  our  puai  public  law  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians, to  treat  with  them  in  California  precisely  on 
the  same  fooling  in  regard  to  any  rights  of  pos- 
session which  they  have  in  the  district  of  country 
over  which  they  roam,  as  we  have  treated  with 
the  Indians  in  other  territories. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Mr.  President,  I  hope 
that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  will  not  prevail.  It  raises  a  very  nice 
and  delicate  question,  and  involves,  in  my  opinion, 
the  germ  of  a  second  Georgia  war.  Just  concede 
the  right,  upon  the  part  of  this  Government,  to 
reserve,  in  the  State  of  California,  and  within  a 
few  miles  of  its  seat  of  government,  a  given  extent 
of  country,  and  you  involve,  at  once,  a  serious 
difficulty,  because  the  settlements  will  soon  press 
upon  the  Indians.  It  is  right  that  we  should 
make  the  attempt,  and  continue  to  make  the 
attempt  to  the  last,  if  possible,  to  civilise  and 
Christianize  the  Indians;  but,  sir,  these  reserva- 
tions will  become  eye-sores  to  the  whole  people. 
They  will  be  productive  of  the  greatest  difficulty, 
and  if  you  concede  the  right  of  this  Government 
to  reserve  large  bodies  of  land  within  the  heart  of 
that  State,  you  at  once  plant  there  the  germ  of 
war  and  difficulty.  As  a  State  rights  man,  I  can- 
not sanction  the  amendment.  I  believe  it  will 
result  in  the  exercise  of  a  high  pov/er  which 
Georgia  and  other  States  have  exercised  to  protect 
themaelvesfromthatsortofinterference  with  their 
rights. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land is  mistaken  as  to  the  bearing  of  this  amend- 
ment.    The  amendment  of  the  committee  is: 

"  For  derrajring  the  expenari  of  canlinuing  the  removal 
and  eutMifltence  of  (be  Indians  in  California  to  five  military 
rewrvalionn,  In  accordance  with  the  plan  eubmiltcd  by  Ihe 
Buperinieiident  of  Indian  atTaim  of  that  Slate,  and  approved 
by  the  Preiideot,  the  auro  of  9300,OOU.>> 

There  is  a  proviso  then  in  regard  to  sub-agents, 
that  there  shall  be  only  five,  and  but  one  ap- 
pointed to  each  reservation;  that  the  reservations 
shall  contain  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  acres; 
and  then  the  amendment  of  the  committee  goes 
on! 

"  And  the  mid  inperinlendent  ia  authorized  to  apply,  out 
of  the  aum  hereby  appropriated,  not  exceeding  ;t25,t*00  in 
Ihe  exliiifuishmenl  of  cooAicting  liilea  and  rivhia  to  aald 
rerorved  landa,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  $1  95  per  acre, 
for  a  valid  and  iodefesaable  right  to  the  landa  ao  purchased :  I 


^nd  frovUei,  The  State  nf  California  aball  cede  the  ne- 
eeasary  JuriedicUon  in  such  caaea." 

Now,  that  applies  to  the  case  of  purchases,  if  I 
read  it  properly.  These  purchases  are  to  be  made, 
and  a  perfect  title  to  be  given  to  the  land,  and  an 
amount  not  exceeding  J25,000  is  appropriated  for 
that^urpose.  That  is,  in  purchasing  private  prop- 
erty. The  Government  of  the  United  States  can 
reserve  its  own  property;  but  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  says  they  cannot  get  Government 
land  sufficient.  Then  it  is  proposed  that  they  shall 
buy,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  Jl  25  per  acre;  and 
the  State  of  California  has  certainly  aright  to  assert 
her  jurisdiction,  when  private  property  is  pur- 
chaaed  for  Government  purposes  within  her  limits. 
Why,  sir,  you  cannot  build  a  custom-house;  you 
cannot  build  a  court-house  on  private  property 
purchased  by  the  United  States;  and  you  cannot 
get  the  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  for  such 
purposes,  except  by  a  cession  of  the  Legislature. 
If  I  read  the  amendment  properly,  according  to 
my  understanding,  it  is  that  this  jurisdiction  of 
Ihe  State  of  California  which  is  to  be  given,  is  to 
that  private  property  to  be  purchased  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  thousand  acres. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Then,  to  carry  out  theSenator'a 
view,  instead  of  striking  out  the  proviso,  as  I  pro- 
posed,.! suggest  the  addition  at  the  end  of  the 
provisoof  the  words,  "in  reference  to  lands  so 
purchased,"  so  as  to  require  the  assent  of  Cali- 
fornia only  in  reference  to  the  landa  so  purchased 
for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
ThePRESlDINGOFFICER.     By  unanimous 
consent,  that  amendment  will  We  made. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  withdraw  my  call  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  is  considered 
as  unanimously  adopted.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California, 
[Mr,  GwiH.] 

Mr.  WELLER,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  move 
another  amendment  to  the  amendment.  When 
this  plan  was  originally  adopted,  as  I  said  awhile 
ago,  it  was  understootl  that  the  reservations  were 
to  be  made,  not  only  in  California,  but  in  Utah  and 
New  Mexico,  not  exceeding  five  in  number.  The 
amendment  of  the  committee  proposes  to  make  all 
the  five  reservations  in  theState  of  California.  In 
my  judgment  that  is  unnecessary;  and  it  is  too 
large  a  number  in  that  State.  I  move,  therefore, 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  five"  and  insert  "  three," 
so  that  there  shall  not  be  exceeding  three  reserva- 
tions in  the  State  of  California. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    That  amend- 
ment cannot  be  received  now,  unless  the  pending 
amendment  to  the  amendment  be  withdrawn. 
Mr.  GWIN.    I  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose. 
Mr.  Wslier's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COOPER,  I  move  a  corresponding  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  $95,000  and  insert  f  15,000,  so 
that  $5,000  shall  apply  to  each  reservation.  The 
amendmentof  the  committee  provides  that  |25,000 
shall  be  appropiated  for  the  purpose  of  extinguish- 
ing the  outstanding  titles,  if  any  exist,  to  these 
reservations.  It  contemplated  doing  so  for  five. 
The  number  has  now  been  reduced  to  three.  I 
desires  corresponding  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
money,  and  therefore  move  that  $15,000  be  in- 
serted in  lieu  ofS25,000. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  see  no  propriety  whatever 
in  that  amendment,  for  the  reason  that  we  have 
limited  the  quantity  of  acres  and  the  price  to  be 
paid  per  acre.  If^  for  instance,  you  make  the 
appropriation  $35,000,  the  restriction  you  have  oa 
the  expenditure  of  that  money  is  in  the  quantity 
of  the  land.andtheprice  fixed  for  payment,  $1  25 
per  acre.  But  it  may  possibly  be  that  there  will 
not  be  more  than  a  single  reservation  in  the  State 
of  California,  where  it  will  be  necessary  to  pur- 
chase private  claims  in  order  to  get  a  perfect  title. 
At  all  events,  I  can  see  no  necessity  for  reducing 
this  amount,  because  you  already  have  a  limit  on 
the  expenditure  in  the  price  you  are  to  pay, 
which  IS  not  to  exceed  $1  25  per  acre. 

Mr.  COOPER.  The  Senator  does  not,  I  think, 
comprehend  my  views,  or  else  he  does  not  com- 
prehend the  intention  nf  the  cnmmlltee.  It  wras 
intended  that  the  $35,000  should  extinguish  the 
title  to  the  whole  of  the  fifty  thousand  acres  in 
the  five  reservations.    Now,  the  reservations  have 
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nt  been  enlsr^ed  in  quantity,  but  they  hnve  been 
KfiifeJ  in  number.  I  say,  therefore,  that  a  cor- 
Juction  in  the  amount  of  money  is 
|i,  you  will  apprnprialc  a  larger  sum, 

Ssi.  instead  of  $5,000,  for  extinguish- 
;  tke  ouuianding  titles  to  each  of  the  reaerva- 

^Mr.  GWIX.     Only  one  has  been  selected. 
I  Mr.  COOPER.     This  is  intended   to  apply  to 
B.    I  have  no  objection,  if  you  make  it  J8,000. 
oly  mean  to  make  the  amendment  correspond 
hill  itxelf. 
[Mr.  CoortK's  amendment  to  the  amendment 

ireJK-ifd. 

fThequmion  recurring  on  Mr.  Gwik'j  amend- 
ienl  to  the  nmendment,  ii  was  rejected. 
J  The  first  cinuse  of  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
buee,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to;  as  follows: 
PTrrfdnfrnyinstJii-  rtpense^ot'cnntiiiuinsthe  r**nioval  and 
ui^  inCatinirnia  tn  three  iinliiary  res- 
■-■  with  Ihi'  pliin  HubmtllPti  hy  th« 
til  nflair'  nt'lhat  State,  niid  approved 
y:.iilt  Ml,  trir  Mitn  of  .51i>,otNi :  Provitled^  'J'he  suh- 
Lrd  by  lliU  act  -hall  be  apt>ointed  by  ttie  su[i«r- 
kwbject  1(1  coiiliriiiatinn  liy  the  Secretary  of  the 
sceed  one  lor  each  reservation,  nor  rtvc  in 
aliuns  to  contain  not  {e.^s  than  Ave,  nor 
oiiiiaiid  acre*;  And  the  ftnid  KUperintend- 
I  to  apply.  i>m  of  the  sum  hereby  approprt- 
Knit  .S*.J.'S,tK)0,  In  the  exiinguitthiiieni  of  con 
Iriftht*  loiiaid  reserved  laiidf,  at  a  price  not 
"^  er  acre  lor  a  valid  and  indcfea^tible  title 
rlia(*ed  :  ^ntl  provided^  The  Slate  of  Cal- 
FUie  necessary  jurisdiction  in  such  casea, 
add  »n  |)urcha--'ed  :  Proviiieft,  abi,Tlial  no 
linount  Khali  be  paid  over  to  the  present 
'  Indian  alTair?.  until  he  ahalLaccouiit  sat- 
Mit  already  drawn  by  hiui,  out  of  the 
*Ii:  and   that  hereafter  no  more  than 

by  the^atd  fupcrintendent,  or  be  itl 
>K  at  one  and  the  ttame  lime. 

[ThePRESlDlNG   OFFICER.    The  question 
powon  the  second  clause  of  the  amendment,  to 

«ral  ineidpiital  expeniiea  of  the  Fndian  aervice  in 
^  embracini!  expenses  of  travel  of  the  auperinlend- 
m,ic.,  Ji.),IKHI." 

SEBASTIAN.  This  amend  mentis  offered 
f  die  cnmniittee,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
I  Indian  Department      There  is  a  similar  fund 

Jthis,  raneing  from  $10,000  to  $15,000,  for  the 
ri'ories  of  Wa.shington ,  Oregon ,  New  Mexico, 
I  Minnesota.     There  is  a  class  of  expenditures 

lerery  Territory  paid  out  of  this  funti,  and  it  is 

■lymatiea  little  larger  here  than  in  some  others. 

%inlc  in  New  Mexico  it  is  just  the  same. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
lie  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TcESDAT,  ^ay  2,  1854. 
V  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
t  Rev.  Hf.nrt  Slicer. 
te  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved 

MILITART  ACADEMV  BILL. 
Jr.  JON'ES,  of  Tennessee.     I  rise  to  what  I 
Bere  to  be  a  privileged    question.     The  com- 
f  conference  appointed  upon  the  disagree- 
I  between  the  two  Houses,  upon  the  bill 
fiippropriations  for  the  support  of  theMil- 
Icademy  at  West  Point,  for  the  year  ending 
'■  30,  1655,  have  met  and  agreed  to  a  report. 
!  report  does  not  require  any  action  upon  the 
I  of  this  House,  as  it  merely  recommends  that 
iSeoate  re<;ede  from  their  disagreeing  votes. 
TieSPEAKER.    The  report  will  be  read,  and 
jlpon  the  table. 

ort  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk. 
Weaker.  The  Chair  desires  to call  the 
I  of  the  gentleman  to  the  condition  of  this 
I  if  no  action  is  taken  upon  it  by  the  House. 
{Chair  thinks  it  is  usual  to  accept  the  report 
pmmitlee  ot  conference  by  a  vote  of  the 
It  is  true  the  committee  have  recom- 
that  the  Semite  should  recede  from  its 
.Teemenl  to  the  amendment  of  the  House,  but 
I  Chair  thinks  it  should  be  either  approved  or 
ipproved. 
ir.  JONES.    Perhaps  that  course  would  be 

oper  one. 

Ir.  B.\N1CS.      I    move  that  the    report   be 
pted.     If  no  action  is  taken  upon  it,  it  will  go 
pn  the  Journal  as  unfinished  business. 
If.  RICHARDSON.     I  have  asingle  remark 
nake  t<>  the  House. 

Ir.  BENNETT.     1  rise  to  a  privileged  qata- 
1  wish  to  know  if  the  consideration  of  the 


bill  distributing  lands  to  the  several  States  does 
not  come  up  as  the  regular  business  during  the 
morning  hour,  or  does  the  territorial  business  take 
precedence  as  a  Sfiecial  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  special  order  will  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Then  I  ask  that  the  bill  to 
which  I  have  referred  may  be  postponed  until 
three  weeks  from  today. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     I  object. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  to  withdraw  certain  papers  from  the 
files  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
referred  at  the  Departments.  They  were  sent 
here,  I  understand,  by  mistake. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was 

Oidered^  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  the 
file*  of  Ihe  Mouse  the  papers  relating  to  the  toimage  duty 
imposed  upno  Ihe  bark  Asa  Packer,  on  ber  trip  home  from 
Calcutu,  December,  11J51. 

On  motioa  by  Mr.  BANKS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  liles 
of  the  House  the  papers  and  petition  in  the  case  of  Burton 
Picketson,  for  the  purpose  of  reference  in  tlie  Seuaie. 

THE  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  now  desire  to  inquire  of 
the  Chair  if  I  have  not  the  right  to  malce  my 
motion  to  posipone  the  land  bill.' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order. 
So  long  as  the  bill  is  not  regularly  before  the 
House  for  consideration,  no  motion  to  posipone, 
nor  any  motion  of  any  description  for  the  tlispo- 
sition  of  the  bill,  is  in  order. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Is  not  the  bill  before  the 
House  as  the  regular  order  of  business  during  the 
morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  If  the  House 
should  dispose  of  all  the  business  relating  to  the 
Territories  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and  should 
then  refuse  to  gointo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  for  the  consideration  of 
territorial  business,  the  gentleman 's  bill  would  then 
be  before  the  House  for  consideration.  In  that 
form,  and  in  that  alone,  the  motion  to  postpone 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Am  I  not  entitled  to  the 
floor? 

TheSPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  For  these  privileged 
motions  of  course  I  yield  the  floor,  but  not  fur- 
ther. I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  what  bill  is  now 
before  the  House  for  consideration  ? 

ROADS  IN  THE  TERRITORY  OF  MINNESOTA. 

TheSPEAKER.  It  is  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  continuing  the  con- 
struction of  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota, 
in  accordance  with  the  estimates  made  by  the 
War  Department." 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois to  allow  me  the  floor  for  a  single  minute. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS  BILL. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  cannot  give  way 
further.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  reference  to  this  bill  which  will  not  take 
two  minutes.  It  was  the  understandingexpressed 
by  me,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  House,  when 
this  week  was  set  apart  for  territorial  business,  that 
no  business  should  come  up  except  such  as  relates 
exclusively  to  the  organized  Territories.  Such  is 
my  desire  now.  But  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject, I  wish  to  suy  a  word  in  reference  to  another 
thing.  At  an  early  day  of  the  coming  week  I 
shall  move  to  bring  the  bill  to  organize  the  Terri- 
tories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  This  statement  is  now  made 
that  gentlemen  may  be  advised  we  are  not  trying 
to  steal  any  march  on  them. 

Mr.  COBB.  At  what  time  next  week  does  the 
gentleman  propose  to  bring  the  subject  to  our 
attention? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  On  Monday  of  next 
week.  The  friends  of  the  bill,  I  may  say  further, 
intend  to  resort  to  every  fair  and  parliamentary 
lueans,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  niieslion 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  if  we  fail 
to  bring  the  bill  up  for  consideration,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories  can  report  a  bill  for  action. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me,  I 
will  submit  a  single  suggestion. 


Mr.  RICHARDSON.    Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to 
claim  any  participation  wiih  the  peculiar  friends 
of  this  measure.  Certainly  I  have  had  no  intima- 
tion of  the  intention  to  bring  it  to  a  vote  at  the 
time  indicated. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  misun- 
derstands me.  The  object  is  not  to  bring  it  to  a 
vole,  but  only  to  bring  it  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  COX.  Before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  shall  move  to  go  into 
Committee,  and  lay  aside  all  other  business,  and 
take  up  the  Housebill  to  organize  the  Territories. 

Mr.  COX.  I  shall  a^ree  to  that  most  heartily. 
I  know  several  gentlemen  who  desire  to  express 
their  opinions  on  the  subject.  I  will  say,  while  1 
am  up,  that  I  am  most  heartily  a  friend  of  the 
measure,  and  that  I  shall  so  express  myself  if  I 
get  an  opportunity.  I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  brought  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  seema 
to  be  laboring  under  a  misapprehension.  I  desire  a 
discussion,  a  full  discussion,  of  the  bill  itself.  If 
we  fail  in  that,  there  are  other  means  by  which, 
at  the  proper  time,  we  can  bring  it  before  the 
House,  and  have  a  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  COX.     I  hove  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  That  will  not  be  done 
until  a  fair  opportunity  for  full  and  reasonable 
discussion  has  been  afforded  to  gentlemen  on  this 
floor. 

Mr.  WASH  BURNE,  of  Illinois.  In  what  way 
does  the  gentleman  propose  to  bring  the  bill  up 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  advise  the  gen- 
tleman when  I  am  ready  to  do  so.  I  have  now 
said  all  that  I  desired.  My  intention  was  only  to 
give  the  notice  which  I  have. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

I  THE  STEAMSHIP  CITY  OF  GLASGOW. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  ask  that  the  resolution 
which  I  submitted  a  few  momenta  ago  be  read  for 
the  information  of  the  House. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolution  was 
read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Resolved  bytke  Senate  and  Jloute  of  Repreientatlvetf 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  send  out,  immediately,  one  or  more  steam  or 
sailing  veiisets,  with  three  months*  provisions  on  board  of 
each,  toftelher  with  blankets  and  clothiits  for  four  hundred 
persons,  to  search  for  the  missing  steamship,  City  of  Glas- 
gow, which  is  supposed  lo  have  met  with  some  accident,  in 
either  machinery  or  spars,  and  is  now  among  the  ice,  which 
has  lately  been  in  such  quantities  in  the  north  Atlantic 
ocean. 

If  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy  has  not  Government  vcmels 
at  his  disposal,  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  freight  or  charter 
suitable  vessels  for  the  purpose,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  any 
money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     I  object. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

The  following  bill  reported  yesterday,  with  an 
amendment,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  then  came  up  for  consid- 
eration: House  bill  No.  164,  "making  further 
appropriations  for  continuing  the  construction  of 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  estimates  made  by  the  Wor  De- 
partment." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  demand  the  previous 
question  on  that  bill. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  first  on  agreeing  to  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  as  follows: 

That  the  following  sums  of  money  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appropriated  for  continuing  the  construction  of 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Miimesota,  to  wit : 

For  the  conliniialton  of  the  road  from  Point  Douglas,  oa 
the  Mi!t.4issippi  river,  to  the  mouth  of  Ule  St.  Louis  river, 
of  Lake  Superior,  S«l,U(lu. 

For  the  conlinualion  of  the  road  from  Point  Douglas  to 
Fort  (jainea,  now  Fort  Kipley,  SIO,IKIO. 

For  the  c'intiniiationof  the  road  from  the  moutti  of  Swan 
river  lo  the  Winnebago  agency,  .9.1,000. 

P'or  the  contiouatiuu  of  llie  road  from  Wabashaw  to 
Mendola,  .^l.'i,0OU. 

'I'lie  conlinualion  of  the  construction  of  said  roads  to  be 
made  under  the  diiection  of  the  Se<'retnry  of  \V;tr,  inirsu- 
anl  to  contracts  10  be  made  by  htm,  or  under  his  direction  : 
Provvicd,  That  so  much  of  any  lurmer  acts  as  re»]uire  Uie 
flrxt- mentioned  road  to  lermiiiale  at  ihe  fails  or  rapidt  of 
•aid  St.  Louis  river,  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  question  was  put;  ond  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
reada  third  time;  and  having  been  engroaaed,  it 
was  aabseqaently  read  the  third  time. 

The  question  now  being,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass )" 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Clinsman 
and  Hamiltoh  were  appointed. 

The  Question  was  tnen  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  79|  noes  4S. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  paseaee  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  yesterdajr,  without  amendment, 
entitled  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
an  additional  number  of  Indian  agents." 

Mr.  ORR.  That  is  the  bill  which  thecommittee 
agreed  to  report  to  the  House,  without  recom- 
mending any  action  upon  it.  1  move  that  the  bill 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  inasmuch  as  it  has  already 
been  anticipated  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Orr'i 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  passage  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee 
on  yesterday  with  an  amendment,  entitled  "  A  bill 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the 
Chippewa  Indians  to  the  land  owned  and  claimed 
by  them  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  and  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  their  domestication 
and  civilization." 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  the  previoDS  question  upon 
it. 

The  previous  question  was  not  sustained. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  amendment  to  insert  after  the  word  **  trea- 
ties," in  the  twenty-flrst  line,  the  words  "  with 
the  consent  of  the  said  Indians. " 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  amendment  is  to 
insert  after  the  word  ■■  territory,"  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  line,  the  words  "  in  Minnesota." 

The  question  wiu  put;  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories have  directed  me  to  report  back  a  petition 
asking  for  an  appropriation  or  land  to  aia  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Fort  Wayne,  In- 
diana, to  Council  Bluff's,  in  Iowa,  and  to  ask  to 
have  the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PabUc 
Lands. 

*It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on 
Territories  have  directed  me  to  report  back  a  bill 
to  enable  the  people  of  Oregon  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  Slate  government,  and  to  provide  for 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union.  I 
move  iu  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.    And  that  it  be  printed  > 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  No,  sir;  it  has  already 
been  printed. 

The  bill  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  offered 
by  the  Delegate  from  Utah,  [Mr.  Bernhiszl,] 
have  directed  me  to  report  the  following  joint 
resolution: 

The  resolution  was  reed  by  the  Clerk.  It  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  |500  for  the  purchase  of  terri- 
torial libraries  for  the  Territories  of  Minnesota, 
Oregon,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  that  joint 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on 
Territories  have  directed  me  to  report  back  a  res- 
olution directing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  putting  the  clerks  of  the  Legialative 
Assembly  of  Utah  on  the  same  footing  as  those  of 
New  Mexico  and  Minnesota.  The  committee,  in 
making  that  report,  say  that  it  appears  to  them 


that  no  necessity  occurs  for  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  clerks  in  Utah,  as  it  did  in  relation  to 
New  Mexico.  The  House  will  remember  that  in 
New  Mexico  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  double 
set  of  clerks,  because  they  had  to  have  what  was 
spoken  in  Spanish  translated  into  English,  and 
what  was  spoken  in  English  translated  into  Span- 
ish, so  that  the  business  might  be  properly  trans- 
acted. That  is  the  reason  why  they  have  two 
sets  of  clerks  in  New  Mexico;  but  the  committee 
do  not  think  that  that  necessity  exists  in  Utah; 
and  therefore  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  '  I  giove,  as  there  are  no 
other  reports  to  be  made,  that  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  special  order  of  the 
House. 

The  question  was  put;  and  th»  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  ^Mr.  Philfi  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  local  territorial  business. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee,  at  its  last 
session,  and  when  it  rose,  had  under  consideration 
House  bill  (No.  162)  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
executive  and  judiciary  officers  in  Oregon  and  New 
Mexico.  An  amendment,  which  was  submitted 
b^  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Kerr,]  was  then  pending;  and,  upon  a  division 
upon  that  amendment,  tellers  were  demanded. 
The  amendment  will  be  reported  by  the  Clerk. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

^nH  it  U /uriker  tnacted,  ^c. ,  Tliat  eacli  oflhejadgea 
oftlieTerrilorleaorOre(Oii,Minne«)M,  VVaibington,  Utah, 
and  New  Mexico,  who  nave  not  liereiofore  been  furnished, 
■ball  be  supplied  with  a  complete  set  of  the  rnporta  of  the 
Deeidoni  of' the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sutea,  ilie 
United  Binles  Slaluiea  at  Lorge :  and  Alrien'a  Index  to  the 
Deciaiona  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniled  Statea,  for 
Ihe  uae  orthemaelvea  and  their  aucceasors  in  office. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  have  been  conversing  withRpme 
of  the  friends  of  this  measure  since  I  offered  the 
amendment  which  has  just  been  read,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  em- 
barrass the  passage  of  the  bill;  and ,  therefore,  with 
the  consent  of  the  House,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill 
was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  next  bill  which  came  up  for  consideration 

.  was  House  bill  No.  232,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend 

an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ex- 

Censes  of  the  people  of  Oregon  from  attacks  and 
ostilitiesof  Cayuse  Indians  in  the  years  1847  and 
1848,'  "  approved  August  21,  1852. 

The  CH  A IRM  AN.  This  bill  was  reported  back 
by  the  Committee  on  Territories  with  an  amend- 
ment. The  Clerk  will  read  the  original  bill  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  the  amendment  was 
read,  as  follows: 

That  Uie  further  aum  of  ^30,000  be,  and  Ihe  aame  la 
hereby,  sppropristed,  out  of  anjr  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  oiherwiae  appropriated,  for  the  payioenl  of  the  actual 
and  necesaary  expenaca  incurred  by  the  provisionai  gov- 
ernment of  Oregon,  in  defending  Ihe  people  of  said  Terri- 
tory from  the  atiacics  and  hostiirtics  of  the  Cnyiiae  Indiana, 
in  the  years  1847  and  1848;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  pay  out  of  aaid  appropriation,  orjHi  much  thereof 
aa  may  be  neceaaary  to  liquidate  said  clainiM,  according  to 
the  reports  of  the  Covernora  of  Oregon,  or  the  commis- 
sioncra,  or  either  of  them,  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
the  Legialattve  Aaaembly  of  Oregon  to  audit  and  allow 
aaid  claima  now  on  file  in  the  Trenaury  Department. 

Sac.  3.  Jini  ht  it  fwrtktr  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tieaaury  is  hereby  empowered  to  allow  reasonable 
coiniKnaBtion  to  the  commissioners  who  have  adjudicated 
the  Caynae  war  claima  under  the  authority  of  the  Legt^ia- 
ture  of  Oregon,  if  the  awards  of  said  commissioners  shall 
have  been  sanctioned  by  Con^reas,  and  alt^o  to  the  clerk 
employed  by  Governor  (iainea  to  transcribe  recorda  antl 
proceedinga  of  the  commisstoneni  for  the  Treasury  Depart- 
I  ment,  to  be  paid  from  this  appropriation,  on  due  proof; 

Sec.  3.  ^nA  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treafnry  la  hereby  empowered  to  reexamine  any 
award  that  baa  been  made,  and  to  reduce  the  amount,  if,  in 
taia  judgment,  founded  on  proof,  it  should  be  loo  raucli. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  This  bill,  as  originally 
introduced,  provided  for  the  appropriation  of  an 
amount  about  eciual  to  the  expenses  of  that  vax, 
now  unpaid.  The  Committee  on  the  Territories 
have  reported  a  substitute,  which  strikes  out  the 
original  appropriation  of  $75,000,  and  inserts 
another  of  |30,000. 


At  the  time  they  reported  the  amendment  which 
is  now  pending  before  the  committee,  there  were 
on  file  in  the  Department  awards  which  had  been 
allowed  by  the  commissioner  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  which  probably  would  not  exceed  that 
amount.  In  other  words,  thecommittee  provided 
for  the  awards  then  on  hand.  But  since  that  time 
awards  have  been  received  in  addition, amounting 
to  about  $14,000.  Awards,  however,  have  been 
allowed,  amounting  to  $75,000.  Of  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  The  commissioner  appointed 
to  examine  and  allow  these  claims  certifieB  over 
his  own  signature  that  awards  have  been  allowed 
to  that  amount.  Now,  if  we  are  to  provide  for 
the  unpaid  expenses  of  that  war,  we  must  appro- 
priate $75,000. 

An  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill,  now  pending  before  the  House,  appropriates 
the  whole  amount,  $75,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  this  Cayuse  war.  That 
amendment,  after  being  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  was  approved  of  by  them. 
They  recommend  the  passage,  therefore,  of  this 
whole  appropriation. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  unwilling  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  committee,  and  will  detain 
them  but  a  moment  longer.  If  this  passes,  there 
will  be  no  need  of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
to  the  deficiency  bill,  to  which  I  have  alluded;  and 
again,  if  I  could  be  sure  that  the  deficiency  bill 
would  pass,  and  that  the  amendment  making  ap- 
propriations for  paying  the  whole  of  the  unpaid 
expenses.of  the  war,  tliere  would  be  no  necessity 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  But  if  the  committee 
prefer  to  pass  this  bill,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
them  to  reject  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Territories,  or  to  amend  it,  if  they  desire  to 
cover  the  entire  unpaid  expenses  of  the  war. 
Unless  this  is  done,  the  matter  will  have  again  to 
come  up  for  our  consideration  at  some  future  time. 
The  appropriation  in  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee is  entirely  insufficient;  and,  1  repeat,  that 
unless  the  whole  $75,IX)0  be  granted,  further  legis- 
lation will  be  necessary. 

If  I  believed  the  deficiency  bill  would  pass, 
either  immediately  or  at  any  period  of  the  session, 
I  should  recommend  that  the  committee  should 
pass  this  bill  by  for  the  present;  but  I  will  sug- 
gest to  the  committee,  that  if  they  pass  this  bill, 
the  Senate  will  pass  it  without  difficulty,  and  that 
it  will  be  the  quickest  way  of  disposing  of  the 
matter.  The  people  of  Or^on  have  long  tried  to 
get  what  was  due  them. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  pass  this  bill,  non-concurring 
in  all  the  amendments  of  the  committee  from  the 
first  to  the  fourteenth  line,  and  concurrbg  in  the 
balance.  Then  it  would  appropriate  $75,000,  and 
submit  all  doubtful  claims  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  If,  in  his  judgment, 
any  are  not  Just,  he  can  refuse  to  satisfy  them. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  to  make  a  motion  to  that  effect; 
after  the  statement  which  he  has  made,  such  a 
motion,  it  appeara  to  me,  would  be  proper. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  make  the  motion  to  strike  out 
what  I  have  already  indicated. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon,  I  will  submit  a  substitute 
for  his  amendment,  which,  I  believe,  embodien 
aa  well  the  views  of  the  Senate  as  those  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  LANE.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  substitute,  as  follows: 
Thai  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  out  of  asy 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  fur- 
liter  sum  of  )|7.S,000  to  pay  the  actual  and  necessary  ex- 
peneea  incurred  by  the  provisional  government  of  Oregon, 
in  defending  the  people  of  the  aaid  Territory  from  the  aliacka 
and  hostilities  of  the  Cayuse  Indians  in  the  years  1847  and 
1848;  and  (br  such  allowances  for  the  expenses  of  adjusting 
the  claims  on  that  account  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  deem  pmper;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trvaaury 
pay  out  of  said  appropriation  so  much  thereof  as  may  Iw 
necessary  to  liquidate  said  claims  according  to  the  reports 
of  the  commissioners  heretofore  appointed  lor  ascertaining 
aaid  amounts,  and  of  the  Governor  of  aaid  Territory  that 
have  been  communicated  to  Congreaa ;  and  no  claima  ahall 
bereafterbe  allowed,  on  account  of  this  war,  which  are  not 
presented  to  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  Slates 
within  the  next  flaeal  year. 

Sec.  3.  .And  be  U  further  enaetti.  Thai  all  of  aaid  claima 
and  accoiiDU,  not  heretofore  adjuaied,  aball  be  aettted  and 
adjusted  at  aneb  place  and  in  auch  manner  as  tbe  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury  may  preacribe ;  and  Ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  hereby  empowered  to  reexamine  any  award 
that  baa  been  or  may  be  made  of  said  claima,  and  tn  reduce 
tbe  amount,  if,  in  bia  judgment,  founded  on  proof,  it  sboold 
be  loo  mnch. 
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Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  desire  even  to  make 
»n  explanation.  The  substitute  corresponds  with 
the  view  taken  by  ihe  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, as  well  as  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  There  is  part  of  that  iiraend- 
ment  of  which  I  do  not  approve;  and  that  is, 
that  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  decide  how  much  is  to  be  paid  to  the  parties 
who  are  to  be  engaged  in  this  business. 

Mr.  LANE.  It  is  to  be  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  do  not  care  whether  it  is 
reasonable  or  unreasonable.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ought  to  fix  the 
compensation  for  those  employed  in  the  discharge 
of  public  duties  imposed  on  them  by  its  own  act. 
Now  I  have  not  the  greatest  respect  for  the  Sec- 
retary's judgment  about  these  thmgs.  If  he  acts 
in  regard  to  making  an  allowance  that  he  may 
deem  reasonable  compensation  for  these  services 
OB  he  does  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  cus- 
tom-houses, there  is  no  telling  how  much  it  will 
cost.  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion here,  and  leave  him  no  discretion  about  it. 
We  can  do  it  as  well  as  he  can. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will  simply  say,  in  reply  to 
my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Letcher,]  that  no 
provision  has  been  made  on  this  subject,  for  the 
reason  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  sent 
up  to  us  the  certified  and  sworn  accounts  of  the 
commissioners  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
business;  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
thought  that  they  were  reasonable.  The  accounts 
are  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  diem;  and  I  sup- 
pose that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  he 
adjusts  the  accounts,  will  adjust  them  on  the  basis 
of  those  sworn  and  certified  accounts  sent  up. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  if  that  is  the  estimate, 
I  do  not  think  the  compensation  is  unreasonable. 
But  do  not  let  us  leave  discretion  to  this  officer  to 
fix  the  salaries  of  persons  employed  under  the 
Government.  Let  the  House  fix  the  compensa- 
tion. 1  hope,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  will 
amend' his  amendment  so  as  to  fix  such  compen- 
sation as  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
think  a  fair  and  just  equivalent  for  the  labors  per- 
formed . 

Mr.  SMYTH,  of  Texas.  I  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  report  accompanying  the  bill. 

The  Clerk  reail  the  report. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  after  the  word  "proper,"  the 
words,  "  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  day  to 
•ach  commissioner." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  is  not  in  order  at  this  time,  as  there  is 
already  pending  nn  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Letcher,]  and  I 
propose  my  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  the 
other  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  reported 
by  the  committee  is  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute, 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  with- 
draw his  amendment,  the  question  can  now  be 
taken  upon  theadoptionoftheamendment  reported 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment 
for  the  present. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  now  propose  the  amendment 
which  was  reported  to  the  committee  a  few  minutes 
since. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  to  offer  the  following 
amendment;  to  strike  out  of  the  second  section 
the  words  "such  place, "and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"  the  city  of  Washington." 

I  will  explain,  in  a  very  few  words,  my  object 
in  offering  this  amendment.  I  am  opposed  to 
creating  any  more  officers  than  we  can  possibly 
avoid,  for  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Accoraingto  my  construction  of  the  lan- 
guage here  used,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
Secretary  to  send  some  person  to  Oregon.  I  hold 
that  theae  matters  should  be  acljusted  with  the 
Treasury  Department  here;  and  1  am  opposed  to 
creating  any  more  new  officers. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  in  my  opinion,  mieapprehende  the  mat- 


ter entirely,  and  I  will  make  an  explanation  which 
I  think  will  satisfy  him.  The  Territory  of  Oregon  I 
took  measures  to  ascertain  the  expenses  of  the 
Cayuse  war,  and  for  that  purpose  appointed  a 
board  of  commissioners,  who  entered  upon  their 
duties,  and  allowed  to  each  individual  who  served 
in  that  war  a  fair  compensation  for  his  services. 

The  amounts  thus  certified  to  were  then  sent 
here  to  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
All  that  service  has  been  performed,  and  awards 
to  the  amount  of  8175,000  have  been  made.  The 
sum  of  $100,000  has  been  disbursed,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $1  20.  That  is,  that  much  of  the 
original  appropiiation  of  S100,000is  nowon  hand. 
But  there  are  accounts  already  filed,  which  have 
been  heretofore  allowed  by  the  commi.ssioners,  to 
the  amount  of  J,35,000;  and,  in  all  probability,  the 
balance  will  be  up  here  before  this  bill  becomes  a 
law.  So  that  there  is  no  further  action  at  all  ne-  ^ 
cessary  to  ascertain  the  expenses  of  that  war. 
That  has  all  been  done. 

The  awards  are  sent  here,  and  paid  in  Wash- 
ington. In  the  appropriation  required  now,  we 
ask  that  the  persona  holding  awards  in  their  favor, 
may  be  paitl  at  home.  But  if  the  awards  hereto- 
fore allowed,  or  that  may  be  hereafter  allowed, 
shall  not  amount  to  $75,000,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  balance  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury, 
and  will  not  be  disbursed.  Thisact  of  Congress, 
on  this  measure,  will  be  the  last  act  of  legislation 
necessary  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Cayuse  war.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  will  let  it  pass. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
provide  that  payment  be  made  in  Ihe  city  of 
Washington.  By  adopting  this  amendment,  we 
will  not  run  the  risk  of  sending  persons  to  Oregon 
to  pay  up  these  awards. 

Mr.  H.WEN.  With  respect  to  that  matter,  I 
think  I  would  be  satisfied  with  the  amendment  of 
my  friend  from  Alabama,  but  for  the  fact  that,  if 
there  are  any  further  claims  hereafter  arising  from 
this  war,  the  commissioner  that  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  Governor  or  Legislature  of  Oregon  will 
be  regarded  as  the  agent  of  the  ^Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  ascertaining  claims;  and  hence  it  is 
in  accordance  exactly  with  my  amendment.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  given  us  this  in- 
formation in  a  letter  communicating  the  facts.  I 
will  read  the  following  extract  from  his  letter: 

"The  maimer  in  whicll  these  claims  have  hitherto  been 
audited  andallnweri,  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  chniiged,  by 
providing  that  they  should  bo  tranfrmitted  10  Ihe  Treasury 
for  adjuslinent,  togetlier  with  the  rolls  and  other  vouchers 
in  support  of  them. 

"  It  would  also  be  dei'irable  to  fix  a  nine  for  Ihe  present- 
ation of  these  claims,  n^er  which  none  should  bo  allowed  ; 
and  If  the  comniitlee  det»*rmine  to  propose  the  appropria- 
tion, I  have  reypeutlutly  to  recoinineiid  lliat  it  may  lie  made 
subject  to  these  conditions.  The  appropriation  will  proba- 
bly be  sulTicient  to  pay  Ihi;  balance  of  expenses  of  the  war, 
as  well  as  the  compensation  and  expenses  of  the  commis- 
sioner; but  it  will  be  proper  to  ftive  auihoriiy  to  make 
titese  tUlowances,  as  none  now  exists." 

Now,  the  committee  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
that  order,  and  have  them  so  transmitted  for  ad- 
justment, according  to  his  suggestion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  now  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"at  such  places,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  in  the  City  of  Washington." 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  which  was  put;  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  waa  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  bill  to  be  dis- 
posed of  is  House  bill  No.  274,  which  is  a  bill  for 
the  payment  of  the  civil  officers  employed  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  while  under  military 
government.  The  Clerk  will  report  the  bill  to 
the  committee. 

The  first  section  waa  then  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  is  now  opeH  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  like  to  have  the  gentle- 
man who  may  have  particular  charge  of  this  meas- 
ure, inform  the  House  whether  or  not  these  civil 
officers,  whose  payment  is  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  were  military  ofiScera  at  the  same  time,  and 
were  rectiving  their  lalariea  ai  auch  > 


The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  that  the  bill  was  reported  from  the 
Military  Committee  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Faulkner,]  who  was  in  his  seat  a 
few  moments  since,  but  whom  the  Chair  does  not 
now  see. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  would  state  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  that  the  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  this  bill  is  not  pre'sent,  and  I 
am  not  as  well  prepared  as  he  is  to  explain  its  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  move  to  lay  the  bill  aside  in- 
formally.     » 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  think  there  is  no  necessity 
for  doing  that.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  read 
through . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  slate 
that  there  is  an  executive  report,  setting  forth  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  performed  the  duties, 
and  showing  that  those  persons  were  not  in  the 
military  service  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be 
read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  has  been  read 
through,  and  also  the  first  section;  and  the  Chair 
was  about  to  announce  that  the  bill  would  be  laid 
aside  and  reported  to  the  House,  if  there  were  no 
amendments  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  COX.  Is  the  report,  to  which  the  Chair 
referreil,  at  the  Clerk's  desk  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  suppose  it  is  not.  It 
was  made  during  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  recollect  that  this  fact 
appeared  before  the  committee,  that  the  appro- 
priation which  was  set  apart  for  the  payment  of 
certain  officers  there  did  not  extend  so  far  as  to 
comprehend  military  officers. 

Mr.  PHELPS  (who  temporarily  vacated  the 
chair)  said:  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Bibsell]  will  allow  me  a  moment,  I  will  remark 
that  I  recollect  some  things  in  relation  to  these 
civil  officers  in  New  Mexico.  1  am  acquainted 
with  several  of  those  officers,  as  some  of  them 
have  been  here.  General  Kearny  reached  New 
Mexico  in  J846,  and  promulgated  a  code  of  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  people  of  that  Territory. 
That  code  of  laws  was  compiled  by  two  gentle- 
men from  Missouri,  then  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  country.  It  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  civil  governor,  a  secretary,  an 
auditor,  and  a  treasurer.  It  also  provided  lor  the 
judges  of  a  district  or  circuit  court — I  do  not  rec- 
ollect which — for  a  prosecuting  attorney;  perhaps 
some  other  county  officers  were  provided  for  in 
that  code  of  laws  which  was  promulgated  by 
General  Kearny. 

The  Territory  of  New  Mexico  was,  from  that 
time,  governed  under  this  code  of  laws,  and  by 
officers  who  were  appointed  to  discharge  iheduties 
which,  by  law,  were  imposed  upon  them.  There 
was  also  an  attempt  made  to  collect  some  money, 
and  a  small  sum  was  collected  from  the  traders, 
who  resorted  to  that  Territory  from  the  western 
parts  of  the  United  Stales,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chandise there;  but  the  amount  was  far  short  of 
paying  the  expenses  which  were  incurred. 

Those  officers,  under  the  appointment  thus  made 
by  Kearny,  continued  to  discharge  their  duties, 
until  the  organizationof  the  territorial  government 
in  1850,  and  perhaps  until  1851,  until  which  period, 
according  to  my  impression,  the  government  did 
not  go  into  full  effect.  With  some  of  those  officers 
I  had  an  acquaintance,  and  my  recollection  is  that 
none  of  them  were  employed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  country.  They  were,  most  of  them,  Ameri- 
can citizens,  residing  in  New  Mexico  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment  by  General  Kearny.  One 
of  them,  the  Governor  of  theTeriitory,  was  mas- 
sacred by  the  Indians  during  an  insurrection  in 
1847.  The  circuit  attorney  was  also  massacred 
by  the  Indians  during  the  same  insurrection.  But, 
sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the  committee,  and 
with  these  explanations  I  will  close. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  who  has  just 
addressed  the  committee,  to  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  particularly  to  the  second  section.  The  first 
section  of  the  bill  provides  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  amounts  received  by  the  civil  officers  in 
New  Mexico,  and  the  amount  of  salary  allowed 
under  the  organic  law  of  the  Territory,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
It  seems  that  some  ^13,000  or  $14,000  were 
I   paid  to  these  civil  officers  out  of  the  treasury  of 
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the  Territory,  from  a  fund  that  had  to  be  collected 
there.  But  the  aecond  section  of  this  bill,  if  1 
understand  it,  provides  thai  we  shall  pay  the  entire 
amount  wliich  was  paid  as  compensation  lo  these 
civil  officers  during  that  time,  l  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  give  some  in- 
formation upon  that  pomt,  and  at  the  same  time 
point  out,  if  we  agree  lo  that  section,  the  dis- 
tinction in  principle,  if  there  be  one,  between  the 
provision  made  in  that  section  and  the  payment 
of  the  civil  fund  of  California. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  understand  the  explana- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  as  going  so 
far  as  lo  say  that  this  bill  provides  for  the  whole 
amount  designed  to  be  paid  to  these  civil  officers. 
Now,  a  sintfie  statement,  if  the  gentleman  knows 
the  fiict,  would  meet  ihesuegestion  which  1  made. 
J  desire  to  know  wheiherany  of  these  civil  officers 
were  also  military  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  whether  they  were  receiving 
their  regular  salaries  at  the  time,  as  of  course  they 
did,  as  they  were  military  officers  of  the  United 
Stales  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  My  recollection  does  not  serve 
me  perfectly  in  reference  to  the  fact  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, answer  definitely  his  question.  It  may  be 
that  one  or  two  of  these  civil  officers  had  been  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  per- 
haps were,  at  the  time.  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the 
fact,  in  reference  to  the  other  officers;  but  1  know 
the  Governor  and  secretary  were  not  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  country. 

In  relation  to  the  inquiry  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hodstoh,]  I  will  say, 
that  I  did  not  allude  to  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  when  I  was  addressing  the  committee  a  few 
minutes  ago.  I  spoke  in  reference  to  the  first  sec- 
tion merely.  Of  the  second  section,  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  specially  objects,  I  am 
Bot  prepared  to  express  a  definite  opinion.  1  cer- 
tainly am  not  at  all  eatisfied  that  it  ought  to  be 
adopted.  There  was  an  erroneous  estimate  made 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  he 
showed  that  a  certain  sum  of  money  had  been 
iKlvanoed  by  the  Territory,  money  which  bad  been 
made  up  of  (axes  levied  upon  the  merchants  of 
the  Territory,  and  that  certain  other  sums  had 
been  paid  out  of  moneys,  raised  in  some  other 
manner — perhaps  by  taxation  upon  the  inhabitants 
themselves.  But,  so  far  as  the  payment  of  the 
amount  which  may  be  due  these  persons  who  dis- 
charged the  duties  incumbent  upon  them,  and  the 
greater  part,  at  least,  of  whom  were  taken  from 
civil  life  is  concerned,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  make  allowance  for  it,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  I  move,  if  it 
be  in  order,  that  this  bill  be  passed  over  for  the 
present  to  enable  us  to  obtain  more  accurate  in- 
formation in  relation  to  these  matters. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  think  that  the  committee 
is  in  a  condition  to  vote  on  the  second  section,  at 
all  events.  That  section  involves  a  very  import- 
ant principle,  a  fact  doubtless  apparent  to  every 
member.  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to  pass  it  by 
now,  after  it  has  received  so  much  consideration; 
for  it  may  hereafter  come  up,  when  our  attention 
shall  not  be  so  fully  drawn  to  it, 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Allow  me  to  say  a  word.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Fadlkncr,]  who 
reported  this  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  is  not  now  present.  He  may  have  had 
very  good  cause  for  inserting  that  second  section, 
which  does  not  nowappear  to  us.  I  confess  that  I 
have  not  a  very  distinct  recollection  of  the  features 
of  the  bill,  nor  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
drawn;  but  as  it  is  proposed  to  lay  it  aside  inform- 
ally until  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  shall  come 
in,  I  would  suggest  that  no  exception  be  made, 
and  that  the  whole  bill  be  laid  aside  until  he  has 
made  his  explanation, 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  difficulty  is,  that  it  may 
come  up  at  a  time  when  it  rannot  receive  our  at- 
tention so  fully  as  it  should. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Our  attention  has  been  suffi- 
ciently called  to  it  now. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  withdraw  his  motion,  I  will  move  to 
strike  out  the  second  section,  so  that,  if  postponed, 
it  will  be  with  that  motion  pending. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  withdraw  my  motion  for 
the  purpose  indicated. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  1  move  to  strike  out 
the  second  section.  If  the  committee  choose,  it 
alone  can  now  postpone  the  bill  with  that  amend- 
ment pending. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Does  the  gentleman  propose 
(o  take  a  vote  on  his  amendment  now  i 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  would  rather  do  so;  but 
my  proposition  is  only  to  have  that  motion  pend- 
ing if  the  bill  be  laid  aside. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  bill  will  be  informally  laid  aside. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  next  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar for  consideration  is  House  bill  No.  315, 
entitled  "  A  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  surveyor 
general  of  New   Mexico,  to  grant  donations  to* 
actual  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill  through. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  by 
sections  for  amendment.  The  first  section  was 
reported,  as  follows : 

**  That  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  concent 
or  the  Senate,  vhalj  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorized  In  ap- 
point a  nurveyor  general  for  New  Mexico,  whose  power 
and  aaifaority,  duties,  compenBation,  and  allowances  for 
clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  flic.,  shall  be  the  same  as  now 

erovided  by  law  fur  the  surveyor  general  of  Califoniia ;  and 
e  siiall  locale  his  office  from  lini>:  to  llaie  at  such  places 
aa  may  be  direcled  by  Uie  Preaidenl  of  llie  United  Stales. " 

Mr,  HAVEN.  I  have  not  examined  this  bill 
very  closely,  but  I  object  to  the  mode  of  measur- 
ing the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  as 
provided  in  it.  I  move  to  strike  out  that  portion 
of  the  section  that  relates  to  his  compensation, 
and  te  insert  the  specific  sum  merely  that  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  California  receives. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  name  the  sum? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  know  not  what  the  sum  is. 
If  the  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill  is  in  the 
House,  he  can  inform  us  what  it  is. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  was  reported  by 
theeenileman  from  California,  [Mr.  Latham,] 

NIr,  HAVEN,  I  would,  then,  inquire  of  the 
gentlemanTrom  California  what  the  compensation 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  California  is? 

Mr,  DISNEY.  The  gentleman  from  Califor- 
nia is  not  now  in  his  seat;  but  I  have  sent  to  the 
library  for  the  statutes,  which  will  give  us  the 
desired  information. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  The  Chair  is  informed 
that  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Califor- 
nia is  |4,500, 

Mr,  HAVEN,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
indicated  by  me,  and  to  insert  that  sum,  although 
I  do  not  profess  to'  know  whether  it  is  a  proper 
sum  or  not, 

Mr,  DISNEY,  I  would  rennind  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Havkn]  that  this  section 
provides  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  &,c.,  the 
same  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  the  surveyor 
general  of  Callforna. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  I  bee  to  remind  him  that  I  am  not  find- 
ing fault  with  the  amount,  bot  with  the  mode  of 
measuring  the  compensation  of  this  officer,  so  that 
we  can  never  know  what  it  is  without  referring 
from  one  statute  to  another. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand  from  the  Chairman 
that  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Califor- 
nia is  $4,500.  The  salary  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  Oregon  is  but  ^,500.  I  suppose  that  it  is  not 
more  expensive  living  in  New  Mexico  than  Ore- 
gon. I  think  the  California  standard  is  not  the 
true  standard  to  be  adopted  by  the  committee;  and 
I  suggest,  therefore,  that  we  fix  the  salary  of  this 
officer  at  $3,500. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  stale  another  fact,  that  the  salary  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  Iowa  is  but  |3,500  ?  With  that 
suggestion,  I  will  accept  any  reasonable  sum  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
will  name. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  will  suggest  |3,500. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  prepare  his  amendment  in  writing? 
The  manner  in  which  this  section  is  drawn  will 
require  something  more  than  a  mere  insertion  of 
the  amendment  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  propose  to  strike  out  the 
words  indicated  by  me,  and  insert  "$3,000,"  or 
"  $3,500,"  I  do  not  care  which. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Yorkwill  seethe  necessity  of  subraittiogan  amend- 


ment in  a  different  form  from  that  indicated  by 
him,  if  he  will  examine  the  following  language: 

'*That  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  Uie  Senate,  ,<liall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aulliorir.i'd  to 
appoint  a  surveyor  general  for  New  Mexico,  whose  power 
and  aulhority,  duties,  couipensalton,  and  allowances  for 
clerk  hire,  otnee  rem,  fuel,  &c.,  slittll  he  ihe  fame  as  now 
provided  by  law  for  Ihe  aurvvyor  general  of  Caiilornia-*' 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will  prepare  an  amendment 
which  I  think  will  meet  the  case. 

Mr. ORR.  Before  the  amendment  is  announced, 
I  would  su^^est  10  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  say  $3,UUU  as  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral. I  understand  the  Governor's  salary  is  only 
$3,000. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
The  Clerk  will  so  modify  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  reported  by  the  Clerk,  as 
follows: 

"  That  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  be,  and  Is  hereby,  authorized  lo  nppf,inl 
a  surveyor  general  for  New  Mexico,  whose  salary  shall  be 
$3,000  per  annum,  and  whose  power,  aulhority,  and  duties, 
and  allowances  for  clerk  hire,  of^ce  rent,  fuel,  fltc,  shall 
be  the  same  as  that  now  provided  fur  by  law  for  the  surveyor 
leneral  of  California,** 

"  Mr,  DISNEY  took  the  floor, 

Mr.  ORR.     Before  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
commences  his  remarks,  I  would  suggest  another 
amendment  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haven.]    I  propose  to  amend  his 
amendment  by  striking  out    the  word    "Cali- 
fornia," and  substituting  "Oregon." 
Mr.  HAVEN.     I  accept  that  amendment. 
Mr.   DISNEY.     Mr.   Chairman,   before  the 
committee  reported  this  bill,  we  had  full  consulta- 
tions with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  with  the  Delegate  from  New  Mexico, 
and  from  all  the  information  we  obtained,  and  all 
the  light  that  could  be  thrown  on  the  subject,  we 
came  unanimously  to  the  conclusion  that  the  ex- 
pense of  living  was  about  the  same  in  New  Mex- 
j  ICO  as  in  California — (hat  it  is  quite  as  expensive 
>  to  live  in  one  place  as  in  the  other.    I  would  here 
I  remark  to  the  committee,  that  I  had  no  idea  the 
'  bill  under  discussion  would  be  reached  tO'day,and 
'  therefore  did  not  come  prepared  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  observed,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  accounts,  that  the  compensation  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  California  is  $4,500  per 
annum,  as  salary.  Then  there  is  allowed  to  him 
for  clerk  hire  $11,000  per  annum.  It  is  pro- 
vided that  the  salary  of  a  clerk  shall  not  ex- 
ceed $2,500  per  annum,  and  that  for  office  rent, 
fuel,  and  other  incidental  expenses,  such  sum  as 
may  be  necessary  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior;  such  sum,  however,  not  to 
exceed  $10,000.  These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the 
sums  provided  for,  and  allowed  by  the  statute  in 
reference  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the 
State  of  California.  1  mean  the  sums  allowed  by 
the  existing  law.  I  repeat,  that  altera  full  and  free 
,  consultation  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  after  full 
,  discussion,  both  the  head  of  the  Land  Office  and 
!  myself  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  right 
\  and  proper  to  allow  the  same  amount  to  (he  offi- 
cers in  New  Mexico.  The  conclusion  was  based 
upon  a  statement  of  facts  presented  to  us,  (o  the 
effect  that  the  expenses  incident  to  sn  office  in, 
and  incident  to  living  in  New  Mexico,  would  be 
as  high  as  in  the  State  of  California.  If  this 
were  so,  we  could  not  perceive  why  a  mode  of 
payment  should  be  adopted  in  one  case  different 
from  that  which  prevailed  in  the  other.  Nor  can 
I  perceive  any  reason  yet.  It  is  manifest,  then, 
that  if  we  were  right  in  regard  to  the  facts,  we 
were  right  in  the  conclusions  we  arrived  at.  The 
committee  would  do  injustice,  then,  by  making 
the  salaries  so  low  as  not  to  command  abilities 
adequate  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
office. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  make 
only  one  remark.  I  should  like  to  have  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  so  modifv 
his  amendment  as  to  provide  that  the  salary  shall 
be  $3,500,  and  not  $3,000. 

It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  DisNET,]  if  I  understand  him,  that  the  al- 
lowance to  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico 
should  be  equal  to  the  pay  of  the  coriesponding 
officer  in  California,  because  the  expenses  of  living 
in  the  former  place  are  as  great  as  they  are  in  the 
latter.  Well,  sir,  if  you  will  look  at  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill,  you  will  find  that  the  surveyor 
general  of  New  Mexico  is  to  have  an  tUlowanca 
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■'k  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  &c.,  to  the  Rame 

■i  are  r-rovided  for  siniilar  officere  in  Coli- 

\-'     '"■--rJl   these  ihin^a  are  supplied, 

ion,  as  the  gentleman  eays, 

]r,  I  submit  to  the  colnmitiee, 

.  all  these  incidental   exprngea  allowed, 

.  !(io  larje  a  salary  for  California:  and  if 

'i.!iia,  it  is  too  much  for  New 

eman  from   New  York   pro- 

_...  5...  ,.U  and  all  these  allowances.     I 

nathe  should  reduce  it  to  $2,50U. 

HAIRMAN.    Does  the  gentleman  make 

■>n  as  an  amendment? 

I.VYLOR.     I  ofler  ii  as  a  substitute  for 

'-    -t  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

.V.     I  aimpiy  desire  to  remind  the 

y  of  answer  to  the  remarks  which 

;  fallen   from  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 

(int  these  items   uf  allowance  do  not  go 

fiocket  of  the  surveyor  general.     They 

fr«  of    expenditure  appertaining  to  his 

id  no  matter  what  the  amount  may  be, 

;.iore   or  less,  they  do  not,  in  any  part, 

■■■n  individual  advantage,  as  I  remarked 

"   before.     The  allowance  for  clerk 

1,000  per  annum.     The  allowance 

ler  incidental  expenses  is  set  down 

e;  but  when  the  gentleman  speaks 

^iital  expenses  as  if  they  inured  to 

iml  benefit  of  the  surveyor  general,  and 

'  his  coinpensalion,  i   think   he  takes  an 

iius  view  of  the  matter. 

i.VAN.  If  thegentleman  will  allow 

.  ,   lerrupthim,  he  will  state   that  the 

'rttion  now  pending   before   the   committee  is 
n^hp  anii-ndinentof  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
"  out  43,000  and  to  in.iert  $3,500. 
v.     f  was  aware  of  that. 
KMAN.     The   Chair  thought  the 
narks  were  to  another  point, 
.v.     No,  air;  I  was  aware  of  the 
^iit  pending,  and  I  desire  to  speak  to  that 
nt. 
HOUSTON.    At  this  precise  point  J  desire 
»y  a  single  word  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
allowances  which  the  gentleman  has   read 
!  ander  the  law  as  it  originally  pas.ied.    Since 
I  time,  hiwever,  by  the  law,  that  amount  has 
The  law  of  March,  1853,  appro- 
'0;  the  estimates  for  the  next  fiscal 
:5n,"'"i;  and  this  is  the  amount  upon  which 
lleman  should  base  his  estimaies.      I  doubt, 
refer,  exceedingly  whether  he   has   furnished 
bper  construction  of  that  branch  of  the  law. 
DISNEY.     1  do   not  know  to  what  the 
an  nll(jde.9. 
ilr  HOL'.STON.  1  will  explain.  This  bill  pro- 
ws,if  I  understand  it,  that  the  surveyor  general 
Vew  Mexico  shall  have  the  same  power  and 
horny, and  the  same  coinpen.intion,  as  the  sur- 
er »eneral  of  California.     It  also  proposes  that 
hall  receive  the  same  allowance  for  clerk  hire, 
,  I  suppose  the  intention  of  the  bill  is  to  give 
"i  clerk  employed  the  same  amount  of  com- 
)n      The  law,  however,  adds  a  provision 
•  salary  of  no  clerk  shall   be  more  than 
Now,  it  strikes  me  that  this  bill  does  not 
ny  direct  appropriation  for  that  purpose; 
»,  it  ia  exceedingly  objectionable  in  that 

f  we  are  to  construe  this  bill  as  the  gentleman 

I  Ohio  seems  to  think  it  should  be  construed,  it 

make  a  continuing  permanent  appropriation. 

lis  construction  be  placed  upon  it,  and  the  pro- 

'   nifd,  and   hereafter  you  should  find 

nr  increasing  the  allowance  for  these 

--■JO.OnO  or $30,000  for  California,  the 

making  this  increase  would,  without 

er  legislation,  carry  a  like   increase  for 

Jeyor  general  of  New  Mexico. 

f,  then,  that  if  this  be  the  proper  construc- 

I  bill  is  liable  to  the  objection  of  making  a 

nent  and  indefinite  appropriation,  and  will 

fan  expenditure  which  will  not  be  estimated 

rthe  Departments,  and  of  which  Congress  will 

rknow  anything,  unless  it  be  by  computing  the 

lint  by  that  allowed  to  the  surveyor  general  in 

rfbmia.     I  shall  propose,  at  the  proper  time,  to 

•oat  that  clause  which  makes  provision  for 

hire,  olfi<ie  rent,  fuel,  &c.,  so  as  to  obviate 

Idifficulty,  and   to  have  the  proper  allowance 

*  I  as  such  allowances  are  made  to  any  other 

ritory. 

Bw,  sir,  one  word  more.   If  the  arguments  of 


the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hates,]  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Taylor,] 
and  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Obr,]  be  conclusive  upon  the  points  to  which  they 
were  directed,  they  will  also  apply  with  equal 
force  to  allowances  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel, 
&c.;  and  if  these  arguments  are  correct,  then  the 
surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico  is  not  entiOed 
to  a  compeiisauon  of  $4,500,  nor  should  clerk  hire 
and  other  incidental  expenses  be  so  high. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that  it  ia  not  true  that  office  rent  and  clerk  hire 
need  be  as  high  in  New  Mexico  as  they  are  in 
California;  but  if  they  are,  then  both  should  re- 
ceive the  same  consideration,  and  should  receive 
the  same  appropriation. 

Mr.  DISNEY,  i  cannot  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama.  He  talks  about  the  con- 
struction which  I  seem  to  give  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  will  ask  the  gentleman'  a 
question  that  will  settle  the  point  between  us. 
Does  the  gentleman  construe  this  to  make  a  per- 
manent appropriation  for  the  expenditures  under 
the  head  of  clerk  hire.' 

Mr.  DiSNEY.  Why,  a  law  making  allowances 
is  not  an  approjiriation.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  gets  up  here,  and 
asks  me  whether  a  bill  making  allowances  for  a 
definite  sum  is  not  an  appropriation  f  Why,  sir, 
an  appropriation  ia  an  entirely  different  thing.  It 
is  consecrating  and  setting  apart  of  a  particular 
amount  in  the  Treasury  to  be  applied  to  a  par- 
ticular purpose.  A  thousand  statutes  making  al- 
lowances uo  not  make  one  appropriation.  Pass 
one  hundred  such  bills  as  the  one  now  pending 
before  the  committee,  and  yet  no  appropriation 
would  be  made.  What,  then,  does  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  mean  by  talking  about  what  will 
be  required  by  this  appropriation.'  Does  not  the 
law  in  reference  to  the  surveyor  general  of  Cali- 
fornia make  the  same  allowance.'  Is  not  the  same 
officer  allowed  a  particular  sum  ?  Does  that  obvi- 
veite  the  necessity  of  making  appropriations  subse- 
1  quently,  during  each  and  every  succeeding  year.' 
Unquestionably  not.  I  again  ask, then,  what  does 
thegentleman  mean.'  None  can  differ  about  the 
matter;  and  if  thegentleman  had  read  the  law  a 
little  more  carefully, he  would  have  perceived  that, 
while  the  allowance  is  made  of  9I,0>0O  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  of  clerk  hire,  it 
goes  on  to  say,  **  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary."  It  recites  the  sum  to  be  fixed  in  each 
and  every  year  by  appropriation. 

Well,  sir,  look  for  one  moment  at  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  labor  to  be  imposed  on  this  officer 
in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  in  addition  to 
that  imposed  on  the  surveyor  general  of  Cali- 
fornia. He  is  required  by  the  bill  to  bean  active 
commissioner  in  regard  to  the  land  titles  in  New 
Mexico.  He  is  required  to  take  depositions,  to 
lake  testimony,  and  to  set  in  judgment  on  these 
cases — not  finally,  to  be  sure;  but  he  is  to  be 
charged  with  all  the  duties  of  a  land  commissioner 
in  addition  to  the  general  duties  which  will  de- 
volve on  him  as  surveyor  general  of  that  land 
district. 

1  come  again  and  say  that  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied, from  all  the  information  which  I  could  get 
in  relation  toil,  that  the  expenses  of  every  sort  in 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  are  quite  as  high 
as  they  are  in  the  State  of  California.  Why,  sir, 
look  at  the  condition  of  that  country,  removed  a 
thousand  miles  in  the  interior  beyond  all  your 
settlements,  with  no  means  of  communication 
with  the  Atlantic  settlements  and  possessions. 
Every  article  carried  there  is  attended  with  enor- 
mous cost  for  transportation.  Let  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  look  at  the  charges  to  which  the 
Government  is  now  subject  to  for  supplies  there. 
Let  him  look  at  what  we  have  to  pay  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  Army  in  New  Mexico,  and  he  will  be 
enabled  to  form  some  accurate  idea  of  the  actual 
expenditures  necessary  in  order  to  support  the 
officers  of  Government.  4^ 

The  whole  point  turns  on  the  fact  whether  the 
expenses  necessary  to  support  the  individual  in 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  are  as  great  as  they 
are  in  the  State  of  California.  And,  in  regard  to 
that  point,  all  I  have  to  say  is  to  repeat  what  I 
have  afready  said.  I  have  looked  into  the  matter, 
and  am  satisfied  that  the  cost  ia  as  greot.  Now, 
gentlemen  may  state  here  otherwise,  without 
having  looked  into  it.  They  may  vaguely  enter- 
tain an  idea  that  the  case  is  different;  but  1  under- 


take to  say  that,  if  you  reduce  the  salary  down  to 
^2,000,  or  ^S.-WO,  per  year,  no  man  can  be  had 
to  hold  the  office.  You  may  as  well  strike  it  out 
altogether.  I  say  asnin,  that  the  whole  point  of 
this  case  turns  on  the  expenses  of  living  in  ihol 
:  Territory;  and  that  fact  alone  should  determine 
I  the  amount  to  be  allowed.  I  have  been  satisfiei^ 
that  the  expenses  necessarily  e.xi8ting  there  require 
the  amounu  provided  for  by  this  bill;  and  hence, 
the  bill  declares,  in  general  terms,  thot  the  allow- 
ance for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  and  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officer  himself,  shall  be  the  same 
us  that  allowed  in  California. 

But  thegentleman  from  Alabama  speaks  of  this 
as  a  permanent  appropriation.  It  is  no  such  thing. 
It  is  an  allowance  fixed  by  law,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  found  necessary,  in  each  and  every 
year,  to  be  appropriated  for  by  a  .specific  act  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
DisNET.]  1  did  not  propose  to  take  part  in  this 
debate.  I  only  intended  to  furnish  some  facts  for 
thegentleman  from  Ohio,  who, although  he  framed 
the  bill,  and  fixed  the  compensation  of  this  offi- 
cer the  same  as  that  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
California,  seemed  not  to  be  able  to  answer  the 
question  when  it  was  put  to  him,  what  the  surveyor 
in  California  gets.  And  yet  he  seems  astonished 
that  everybody  else  does  not  know  everything 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  DISNEY  (interrupting)  here  made  a  re- 
mark which  the  reporter  could  not  hear,  ^ 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  genlleman,  I  think,  is 
mistaken  again.  He  says  the  language  of  his  bill 
is  similar  to  the  language  of  the  law  in  relation 
to  California.  I  do  not  understand  it  so,  and 
the  committee  cannot  understand  it  so.  The 
law  in  relation  to  California  gives  the  surveyor 
general  a  salary  of  54,500,  and  then  it  provides 
that  there  shall  be  allowed  for  clerk  hire  in  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  general  the  sum  of  $11,000 
or  no  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  ;  pro- 
vided, that  the  salary  of  no  clerk  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  $^,500  per  annum;  and  for  office 
rent,  fuel,  and  other  incidental  expenses  of  his 
office,  such  sum  as  shall  be  found  necessary  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  J11,000.  Now  that  language  of  the  law 
specifies  the  salaries  of  thesurveyor  and  -his  clerks, 
and  then  it  makes  it  the  duly  c.f  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior — to  do  what.'  Why,  to  report  the 
amounts  that  may  be  necessary  for  rent,  fuel,  aptl 
other  incidental  expenses  of  the  surveyor's  office. 
But  such  is  not  the  language  here.  The  effect  of 
the  language  used  here  is  to  provide  that  whatever 
is  allowed  in  California  shall  be  allowed  in  New 
Mexico. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     Exactly. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  genlleman  assents. 
Now,  suppose  it  should  turn  out  that  the  cxfienses 
in  California,  in  the  possibility  of  events,  should 
become  double  what  they  are  in  New  Mexico; 
under  this  law,  we  must  still  continue  to  pay  the 
same  in  New  Mexico  as  we  pay  in  California. 

A  friend  near  me  suggests  that  this  bill  is  loosely 
drawn.  It  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  very  strangely 
drawn.  Look  at  this  phraseology:  "  He  shall 
have  the  same  power  and  authority, "&c.  Now, 
what  power  anti  authority  is  meant  ihere.'  Why, 
the  same  power  and  authority  that  the  surveyor 
general  in  Califoniia  has.  And  when  you  look  to 
the  law  in  relation  to  California,  what  does  it  say.' 
Why,  that  the  surveyor  general  of  California 
shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  as  the 
surveyor  general  of  some  other  Territory  has. 
These  continued  references  from  one  law  to  on- 
olher  make  it  almost  impossible  for  any  gentleman 
to  trace  out  what  the  power  and  authority  are. 
Well,  sir,  the  gentleman  asks  me  if  I  want  a  spe- 
cific enumeration  of  the  powers  of  the  surveyM- 
general.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
committee  of  this  House  to  give  us  in  the  bill  the 
specific  powers  and  duties,  or  to  be  able  to  tell  us 
what  thegeneral  reference  means  and  includes.  A 
committee  of  this  House  that  has  examined  this 
matter,  as  I  am  sure  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  has  done,  should  never  be  at  a  loss  to  tell 
us  what  the  bill  means,  and  what  it  does  cover. 

Now,  I  differ  with  the  gentleman  again  about 
another  thing.  He  says  that  this  is  not  an  appro- 
priation of  money,  but  that  an  appropriation  of 
money  is  where  you  set  apart  a  certain  sum  for 
a  specific  purpose.     Thegentleman  nods  assent  to 
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the  definition.  1  ihould  like  to  know  what  a  per- 
manent appropriation  is?  He  understand  by  an  in- 
definite appropriation  ?  He  says  that  it  is  no  ap- 
propriation at  all.  What,  tben,doe8  he  understand 
by  a  permanent  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  It  is  a  standing  order,  direct- 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  pay 
much  or  the  public  money  as  is  necessary  to 
meet  certain  contingencies  provided  for  in  acts 
passed  by  Congress. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  says  that  a 
permanent  appropriation  is  a  standing  order,  di- 
recting that  so  much  of  the  public  money  shall  be 
paid  as  is  necessary  to  meet  certain  contingencies. 
But  you  direct  here,  in  this  bill,  that  just  the  same 
amount  shall  be  allowed  this  officer  in  New  Mex- 
ico as  is  allowed  the  same  officer  in  California.  Is 
that  not  a  standing  order.'  Is  it  not  continuing  an 
appropriation  just  as  much  as  if  it  was  a  per- 
manent appropriation.'  An  indefinite  appropri- 
ation is  to  cover  an  expenditure,  the  amount  of 
which  is  not  known.  But  the  gentleman  says 
thatan indefinite  appropriation  is  no  appropriation 
at  all.  In  that  he  is  mistaken;  because  we 
often  make  appropriations  of  money  to  meet  ex- 
panditures,  the  amount  of  which  is  not  known. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
■eema  to  be  laborine  under  the  idea  that  this 
allowance  is  an  appropriation.  No  money  can  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  except  by  law.  An 
individual  mur  have  a  claim  against  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  which  is  legitimate,  and 
f  recognized  as  such,  but  unless  a  specific  appro- 
priation of  money  be  made  to  discharge  that  debt, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  pay  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  take  the  gentleman's  cor- 
rection to  be 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  only  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question,  and  that  is,  if  this  bill  become 
a  law,  whether  the  salary,  or  this  allowance,  can 
be  paid  to  the  parties  indicated ,  without  a  specific 
appropriation  by  law,  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  HOUSTOIV.  The  gentleman  will  recol- 
lect that  I  commenced  my  remarks  by  differing 
with  him  in  the  construction  of  this  provision.  I 
understood  him  as  indicating  that  this  was  an  ap- 
propriation of  a  gross  amount,  and  I  questioned 
the  correctness  of  that  construction.  But  he 
says  that  I  will  not  recognize  the  difference  be- 
tween an  appropriation  and  the  language  of  this 
section.  Suppose  there  is  no  appropriation  made 
in  this  bill;  wnat  is  the  bill  then  t  Why  there  is 
an  obligation  to  appropriate  money,  and  you  are 
bound  to  make  it.  The  gentleman  himself  ac- 
knowledges that  it  creates  an  obligation  to  the 
amount  of  the  sums  specified  for  this  officer  in 
California.  It  could  not  be  in  any  other  way. 
That  is  the  express  language;  and  we  simply  give 
the  power,  and  authority,  and  compensation  to 
the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  such  as  the 
existing  law  confers  on  the  surveyor  general  of 
California;  and,  in  addition,  we  say  he  shall  have 
the  same  allowances  for  clerk  hire  as  the  surveyor 
general  of  California.  Now,  you  cannot  draw 
any  dfstinction  between  them;  and  if,  at  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  you  appropriate  $50,000  for  the 
surveyor  generalship  of  California,  I  would  like 
gentlemen  to  tell  me  whether,  under  the  terms  of 
this  amendment,  the  like  officer  in  New  Mexico 
would  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  sum ! 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama how  he  can  make  that  appear  ?  So  far  as 
the  sidary  of  the  surveyor  general  is  concerned, 
that  is  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  act.  So  far  as  the 
salaries  of  the  employees  of  the  surveyor  general 
are  concerned,  thuiiBa  matter  of  contract  between 
him  and  the  employees.  And  no  matter  what 
farther  allowances  the  House  may  pass  for  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia, does  that  give  any  right  to  one  of  the  em- 
ployee* of  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico 
on  which  to  base  a  demand  for  additional  salary 
or  allowances? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  To  elucidate  more  clearly 
my  objection,  I  will  make  this  point.  The  sur- 
vsyor  general  of  California  employs  twenty 
clerks.  Now,  I  would  like  to  know'  if  the  sur- 
veyor general  in  New  Mexico  ctm  also  employ 
twenty  clerks  ?  And  could  we  control  him  by  an 
appropriation,  whether  he  might  need  such  a 
number  of  clerks  or  not?  The  estimate  is  not 
made  with  respect  to  the  wants  of  New  Mexico, 
but  it  ia  simply  a  proposition  that  that  Territory 


i  shall  have  what  California  has  in  reference  to  the 
I  office  of  surveyor  general.    Whether  the  clerks 
I  are  necessary  or  not,  whether  these  incidental  ex- 
penses are  necessary  or  not,  the  surveyor  general 
1  of  New  Mexico  would  have  a  right  to  charge  the 
same  sum  for  rent,  fuel,  and  incidental  expenses, 
as  that  allowed  to  the  same  officer  in  California. 
In  my  opinion,  that  sort  of  legislation  is  exceed- 
ingly objectionable. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  put  my 
amendment  into  a  form  a  little  more  grammatical 
than  that  reported.  I  have  sent  it  up  to  the 
Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  to  have  it  read. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  reported,  as 
follows: 

Thai  Ibe  Preddent,  by  and  witli  Uie  advice  of  Uie  Senate, 
shall  be,  and  ia  hereby,  anthorized  to  appoint  a  surveyor 
general  for  New  Mexico,  who«o  annual  salary  shall  be 
$3,000,  and  whose  power,  Quthoriiy,  and  duties  shall  be 
the  same  as  those  provided  by  taw  for  the  surveyor  general 
of  Oregon.  He  ^hall  have  the  proper  allowances  for  clerk 
hire,  omce  rent,  and  fuel,  kc,  not  exceeding  what  nowis, 
or  what  hereafter  may  be  allowed  by  law  to  the  surveyor 
general  of  Oregon  ;  and  shall  locate  his  office,  from  time 
to  time,  at  sucli  place  as  may  be  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

The   CHAIRMAN.     The   gentleman    from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Taylor]  proposes  to  strike  out 
"  $3,000,"  and  insert  inUeu  thereof  "  $2,500." 
Mr.  LETCHER.   If  I  am  correct  in  my  recol- 
'  lection,  the  Governor   of  New  Mexico   receives 
$3,003  a  year,  $1,500  as  Governor,  and  $1,500  as 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  My  impression  is 
.  that  it  is  $3,000,  but  a  gentleman  behind  me  thinks 
it  is  $^,500.     If  the  Governor  of  that  Territory, 
who  is  the  chief  executive  officer  in  it,  who  is 
bound,  to  some  extent,  to  keep  open  house  for 
the  accommodation  of  all  who  choose  to  call  upon 
I  him,  can  live  upon  a  salary  of  $3,000,  why  cannot 
:  the  surveyor  general  live  upon  a  like  salary?  The 
I  only  reason  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Diinet]  assigns  why  the  surveyor  general  cannot 
'  live  upon  $3,000  is,  that  the  expenses  of  living 
;  there  are  exceedingly  high,  and,  as  far  as  he  has 
'  been  able  to  collect  information,  as  high  as  they 
are  in  California.    I  apprehend  that  in  this  the 
'  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken.     What  ran  up 
'  prices  in  California?    Did  not  the  prices  run  up 
there  from  the  fact  alone  of  the  discovery  of  gold? 
No  such  consideration  applies  to  New  Mexico. 
If  I  am  correctly  informed,  corn  and  wheat  can 
be  raised  in  New  Mexico,  and  the  inhabitants 
!  thus  supply  themselves  with  their  own   bread. 
I  To  a  great  extent,  too,  they  can  supply  their  own 
;  meat;  and  I  cannot  understand  what  it  is  that 
;  multiplies  the  cost  of  living  there,  ao  that  the  sur- 
!  veyor  general  cannot  live  upon  a  salary  equal  to 
I  that  which  is  given  to  the  Qovernor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 
I      Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  Governor  does  not  re- 
ceive $2,500  for  his  services  as  Qovernor,  as  the 
gentleman  seems  to  suppose.    He  receives  $1,500 
i  per  annum  as  Governor,  and  $1,000  as  superin- 
\  tendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
'  bama  corrects  me.    The  gentleman  says  he  re- 
I  ceives  $1,500  as  Governor,  and  $1,000  as  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
increase  it  to  $3,000  for  the  performance  of  both 
'  duties.    I  cannot  imagine  how  this  House  can 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  subordinate  officer 
needs  a  larger  salary  for  his  support  than  the 
chief  Executive  officer.   He  does  not  have  to  en- 
tertain one  third  the  number  of  visitors  which  the 
Executive  does,  and  he  cannot  have  near  as  many 
charges  upon  him  as  the  Qovernor  of  the  Tern- 
.  tory  must  have. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  (in  his  seat.) 
I  It  demands  a  higher  order  of  talent  to  be  sur- 
I  veyor. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  do  not  know  about  that. 
,  The  gentleman  says  it  requires  a  higher  order  of 
I  talent  to  perform  the  duties  of  surveyor  general 
I  than  it  does  to  perform  those  of  the  Governor. 
'      Mr-^USNEY.     Does  the  gentleman  suppose 
'  there  inny  sort  of  comparison  between  the  labors 
.  of  the  Governor  and  those  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral, who  has  to  superintend  the  surveys  of  all 
that  vast  country,  look  to  the  discbarge  of  the 
complicated  duties  connected  with  it,  provide  the 
returns,  &c.,  &c.  ?    Does  the  gentleman  imagine 
there  is  any  comparison  > 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  gentleman  displays  his 
aectuMomed  ingenuity  in  dodging  out  of  a  hard 
place,  and  trying  to  sacuraa  Mtter  one.    In  hi* 


former  remarks,  this  salary  was  to  be  increased 
becausetheexpenses  of  living  required  it;  but  now 
that  the  gentleman  is  pressed  upon  that  point,  he 
abandons  that  ground,  and  says  it  is  to  be  done 
because  of  the  great  amount  of  labor  which  he 
has  to  perform. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  abandon  no  ground  which  I 
have  taken. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Then  the  gentlemen  is  not 

to  be  understood  by  the  expressions  which  he 

I  uses  upon  this  floor.    1  take  the  gentleman 's  views 

from  what  he  says;  but  that  is  not  the  rule  by 

,  which   he  wishes  his  position  interpreted.      He 

I  abandons  the  only  point  which  he  has  presented 

'  throughout  his  whole  argument,  and  presents  a 

:  new  point,  and  yet  says  he  has  not  abandoned  the 

'  ground  he  previously  occupied.     I  do  not  think 

that  many  of  us  will  agree  in  that  conclusion. 

But  BO   far  as  this  question  of  labor  is  con- 
•erned,  I  would  ask  what  is  the  labor  of  all  these 
officers?    Is  not  a  day's  labor  of  each  officerof  the 
Government  the  same,  whatever  may  belts  char- 
acter?   In  the  case  of  the  surveyor  general,  of 
whom  we  are  speaking,  he  has  his  assistants  who 
performs  his  duties,  and  relieve  him  from  a  vast 
amount  of  labor.    But  is  there  no  labor  to  be  per- 
!  formed   upon  the   part  of  the  Governor,  who 
'  has  to  travel  over  the  Territory,  visit  the  Indians, 
;  and   negotiate  and   arrange  treaties  with   them  ? 
{  All  these  things  are  required  to  be  performed  by 
I  him,  and  it  strikes  me  that  these  labors  imposed 
upon  him,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  are 
as  great  as  those  of  the  surveyor  general. 

But  here,  again,  the  gentleman  says  that  if  you 
fix  the  salary  at  $3,000  you  will  get  nobody  to 
take  the  office.  I  wish  I  could  see  the  time  come 
when  somebody  would  refuse  to  take  an  office 
because  the  salary  was  only  $3,000 ! 
Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  So  do  I. 
Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  heard  that  here  in 
Washington  the  salaries  are  exceedingly  low,  and 
yet  we  have  not  only  all  the  offices  filled,  but  we 
nave  those  who  endeavor  to  get  others  turned  out 
that  they  may  take  their  places. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that  $3,000  is  a  compensation 
too  large  for  the  services  of  this  officer-  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  go  on  increasing  indefinitely 
the  salary  of  every  man  who  comes  up  here  and 
makes  application,  to  such  an  extent  that  you 
draw  off  his  affections  and  his  allegiance  from  hia 
Slate.  I  see  no  reason  why  you  should  pay  your 
Federal  officers  higher  salaries  than  the  States 
where  they  are  located  can  afford  to  pay  for  ser- 
vices of  like  character  and  dignity.  Sir,  I  repeat, 
the  effect  is  to  draw  off  the  affections  and  allegiance 
of  men  from  the  States,  and  center  their  affections 
upon  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Federal 
Treasury.  You  draw  their  attention  to  the  central 
Government,  and  make  them  careless  and  indiffer- 
ent as  to  what  ia  going  on  in  their  own  States. 
Sir,  by  this  increase  of  compensation  you  with- 
draw them  from  their  proper  and  legitimate  call- 
ings at  home,  bring  them  here,  and  make  them 
pensioners  upon  the  bounty  of  the  Federal  Govr 
ernment.  It  tends  to  centralize  and  consolidate 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  weaken 
that  of  the  States,  and  to  break  down  their  rights. 
Why  should  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  the  States  be  paid  higher  salaries  than  are 
paid  to  State  officera  having  duties  of  an  equal 
grade,  and  of  as  difficult  a  nature  to  perform .'  1 
see  no  reason,  and  I  hope  we  shall  conform  our 
action  in  regulating  these  salaries  to  this  standard, 
and  not  furnish  inducements  for  men  to  leave 
home  to  come  into  Federal  employ. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Tatlor's  amendment, 

Mr.  ORR.  I  call  for  tellers,  in  order  that  we 
may  have  a  qi^orura. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Whulbb 
and  Parker  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment; 
and,  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes  48,  noea  54; 
no  quorum  voting. 

TneCHAIRMAN.  Thereis  no  quorum  voting, 
and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  names  of  the 
absentees  noted. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Uta  state  of  the  Union 
had  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under 
consideration,  and  particularly  the  special  order — 
bills  ralatiog  to  tb*  oqpuiisM  T*rritorieB--«nd 
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finding  itself  without  a  quorum,  had  directed  the 
roll  to  be  called,  and  the  names  of  the  ahsentees 
to  be  noted;  and  hail  furihnr  directed  him  to  report 
a  list  of  the  absentees,  as  follows,  to  the  House,  to 
be  entered  on  the  Journal: 

Mcs.=rs.  Attercromliie,  Jamf^fl  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen, 
David  J,  nailey,  Tlioiim«  H.  Bayly,  Ranks,  Borry,  Bell, 
Benlied,  lienmn,  Bli^s,  BncfKk,  Uret'kinriilgci*,  Briilj^eti, 
Bui:?,  Carullient,  (^tianilierlain,  Cha^e,  Chaplain,  Churcli- 
well,  C<»ok,  Craige,  Crocker,  Ciilliini,  CiiininiiiK,  Ciirlis, 
Daw^nn,  Deart,  Dent,  DeVViil,  Dick,  DiekiiisuN,  Dunham, 
John  M.  Kllinll,  F.nslish,  Etlien<l!.'e,  Bwin;,  Paulkiier, 
Flncler,  Tranklin,  Fuller.  Uanihle,  GidflinE;9,  Grey,  Aaron 
Harlan,  .\iidrew  J  Harlan,  Sampson  VV.  Ilarrii*,  Wiley  P,_ 
Harris,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Mihiiaril,  lliesler,  Hill,  Hillyer,' 
J.  Glaney  Jones.  Kidwell,  Knrtz,  Lauib,  I.ane,  Ltndley, 
McMullin,  McNair,  McQueen,  Maurice,  Maxwell,  May, 
Morgan,  Morriiton,  N'ichnls,  Norton,  .Slordecai  Oliver, 
I'acker,  Peek,  Feckhatil,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins, 
Pou'Cll,  Pri'stnn,  Pringle,  Reese,  Thonias  Ritchey,  Rowe, 
B«ssell,  Save,  Shannon,  Gerrit  Smith,  SaiouH  A.  Smith, 
Boilers,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Straub,  Andrew  Stuart,  Da- 
vid Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor.  Trout,  Tweed, Vansant, Wade, 
Walker,  Walley,  Warren,  Wells,  Johu  Wenlwonh,  We»t- 
Wook,  Witte,  and  Yate^. 

The  SPEAKER.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  gentlemen  have  answered  to  their  names.  A 
quorum  now  being  present,  the  Chairman  will 
resume  his  place. 

The  CHAlllMAN  then  resumed  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  Committee 
found  itself  without  a  quorum  it  was  in  the  act  of 
dividing  on  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Tatlor,]  to  the 
atneiidment  of  the  gentlem.in  from  New  York — to 
strike  out  $3,000  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  (^,500. 
The  question  was  being  taken  by  tellers. 

Messrs.  Parker,  of  Indiana,  and  Wheeler, 
again  took  their  places. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to,  the  tellers  reporting  only 
£1  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Haven's 
amendment;  and  it  was  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  proposition  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  Clerk  reported  the 
second  section,  as  follows: 

Ssc.Q.  Jlnd  U  it  further  enact  eil,  Thai  to  every  white 
male  American  ciiixen  of  the  ITitlted  States,  or  who  has 
declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  over  the  age  of 
twenly-one  years,  who  removed  to  and  was  residing  In  said 
Territory  prior  in  the  1st  d»y  of  January,  1853,  ttiere  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  donati^d  one  half  section,  or  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  ol'Iand,  ifsiogle  ;  but  iftnarried,  one 
section,  or  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  to  each  white 
urate  American  citizen  who  shall  have  removed  or  shall 
remove  to  and  settle  in  said  Territory  between  the  1st  day 
of  January,  ltU3,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  l)i^S,  there 
uliall,  in  like  manner,  be  donated  one  quarter  section,  or 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  if  a  single  man,  or,  if  mar 
ried,  one  half  section,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
o«*  condition  of  actual  settlement  and  cultivation  for  no 
less  than  (oar  years:  Provitted^  however^  That  each  of  said 
donations  shall  include  the  actual  scttletnent  and  improve- 
ment of  the  donee,  and  shall  be  selected  by  legal  sulidivis* 
lona,  wittitn  three  inoiilh.'  after  the  survey  of  the  land  where 
file  BelUcnient  was  niadtf  before  the  survey  ;  and  where  the 
•etlleinent  was  made  after  tlie  survey,  then  within  three 
innnlhs  alter  the  settlement  has  been  made  ;  and  all  persons 
failing  to  designate  the  iKiundaries  of  their  claims  within  that 
time,  shall  forfeit  all  right  to  the  same. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  move  to  amend  that  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  "said, "and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  "any  organized,"  so  that  the 
section  will  read: 

"That  to  every  while  male  American  citizen  of  the 
Vnilcd  States,  or  who  hasdeclareil  his  intention  to  become 
•uch,  over  tile  age  of  twenty- one  ye.irs,  who  reintived  to 
and  was  residing  in  any  organized  Territory,  prior  to  Uie 
1st  day  of  January,  1853,  there  shall  be  given,"  &c. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  make  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  apply  to  all  the  organized 
Territories  of  the  United  Stales  —  Minnesota, 
Washington,  Utah,  New  Mexico,  and  Oregon. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  that 
amendment  is  in  order?  My  impression  is  that 
it  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  is  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  the  office  of  surveyor  general  in 
New  Mexico,  and  to  grant  donations  to  actual 
settlers  therein.  The  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Wisconsin,  if  the  Chair  understands 
it,  is  to  make  donations  to  actual  settlers  in  all  the 
other  organized  Territories. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.    The  object  of  my  amend- 
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nient  is  to  exienil  the  provisions  of  this  bill  over 
all  the  organized  Territories. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  Will  the  Chair  stale  why 
it  is  not  in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Because  it  is  not  germane 
to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  for 
tellers  on  the  appeal. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  sustained.  * 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  rise  to  perform  a  duty  which 
I  suppose  to  be  imperative  upon  me,  and  that  is, 
to  move  to  amentl  this  bill  in  a  very  essential 
feature. 

I  propose  so  to  amend  the  bill  that  it  may  read 
as  follows: 

*'»9nd  be  it  further  enactrd^  That  to  every  white  male 
American  citizen  of  the  LTiiltetJ  States,  or  who  has  declared 
his  tntuntioa  to  become  such,  over  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  who  removed  to  and  wn.s  residing  in  said  Territory 
prior  tu  the  1st  day  of  January,  ItS53,  there  shall  he,  and 
lieri.-by  is,  donated  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 
And  to  each  white  male  American  citizen  who  shall  have 
removed,  or  shall  remove  to  and  settle  in  said  Territory, 
between  the  1st  day  of  January,  It^,  and  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1858,  there  --hall,  in  like  manner,  be  donated  one 
quarter  section,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  condi- 
Uon  of  actual  settlement  and  cultivation  fur  not  less  than 
four  years,"  &.c. 

The  object  I  have  in  view  in  offering  this 
amendment  is  to  make  the  grant  of  land  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  every  case  where  provision 
is  made  in  this  bill  for  grants  of  lands  to  actual 
settlers.  When  we  hatithe  homestead  bill  under 
consideration  in  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  the  question  came  up  whether  we  should 
grant  more  land  to  citizens  of  the  Territories  than 
those  of  the  States.  We  determined  then  to  put 
them  both  upon  the  same  footing. 

This  bill  proposes  to  grant  one  half  section,  or 
three  hundred  and  twenty  ncies  of  land,  to  every 
single  man,  and  one  section,  or  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  to  every  married  man,  who  shall  have 
removed  to,  and  was  residing  in,  the  Terriloiy 
prior  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1853.  I  think  we 
should  confine  the  grant  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  make  it  conform  to  the  provisions  of 
the  homestead  bill.  I  see  no  good  reason  why 
we  should  make  a  grant  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  to  single  persons,  and  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  to  heads  of  families  in  New  Mex- 
ico, when,  perhiips,  we  have  but  few  American 
citizens  there.  This  provision  is,  no  doubt,  incor- 
porated into  the  bill  upon  the  precedent  set  in  the 
case  of  Oregon  Territory,  where  a  quantity  of 
land,  equal  in  amount  to  that  proposed  in  this  bill, 
was  donated  to  the  settlers  of  that  Territory.  It 
is  evident  to  every  one  who  has  been  in  Congress 
for  any  length  of  time,  that  a  greater  necessity 
existed  for  making  such  a  grant  at  that  time  than 
could  possibly  exist  in  the  case  of  any  Territory 
at  the  present  time.  The  great  object  then  was 
to  settle  a  distant  country  entirely  isolated  from 
American  settlements,  and  we  held  out  great  in- 
ducements to  secure  it.  Shall  we  continue  to  make 
these  large  grants  in  the  case  of  new  Territories, 
or  shall  we.make  the  grantstoactualsettlers  in  the 
Territories  thesameas  is  provided  for  in  the  home- 
stead bill?  If  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  do 
not  prove  a  sufficient  inducement  to  encourage 
emigration  tu  New  iMexico,  i  trust  no  inducement 
will  be  offered  exceeding  that  amount. 

We  shall  soon  have  before  us  another  bill  re- 
lating to  the  Territory  of  Utah;  and  1  shall  then 
feel  It  my  duty  to  speak  of  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
and  especially  of  the  grant  of  land  to  heads  of 
families,  in  a  manner  that  may  not  be  entirely 
satisfdcttjry  to  some  who  may  hereafter  read  what 
I  may  say  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  question 
which  I  now  propound  to  the  committee  is,  whether 
you  will  make  the  grants  in  this  bill  in  every  case 
one  hundred  and  .sixty  acres,  or  will  you  make 
them  three  hundred  and  twenty  and  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres? 


That  proposilion  now  is  brought  into  a  nut- 
shell. Will  you  provide  for  iheiti  as  the  bill  pro- 
vides? The  matter  is  now  for  the  committee  lo 
determine.  If  they  think  it  best  to  increase  the 
quantity  from  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  of  course  the  committee 
can  do  so.  But  it  will  not  be  to  my  satisfaction. 
I  shall  propose  to  amend  the  section  still  further. 

[The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  a  mes- 
sage in  writing  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Sidset 
Webster,  Esq.,  his  Private Secietary;  which  was 
laid  on  the  Speaker's  table.] 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  rise  to  inquire  of  the  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  who  reported 
this  bill,  what  object  the  committee  had  in  using 
the  peculiar  phraseology  that  appears  in  the  sec- 
ond line — "  white  male  American  citizens  of  the 
United  States?"'     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DISNEY.     Well,  what  of  it? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  should  like  to  know  why  the 
word  "  American"  is  used  here?  And  itgoeaon: 
"  or  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become 
such."  Now,  it  strikes  me  that  this  language  is 
somewhat  unusual.  I  propose  to  strike  out  the 
words  "white,"  in  the  first  line, and  "American," 
in  the  second  line,  so  as  to  leave  the  sentence  to 
read,  "  mole  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
persons  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come such." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  again  indicate  the  words  which  lie 
proposes  to  strike  out  ? 

Mr.  Howe  repeated  as  above. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Theamendmenlproposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  IIoustok] 
is,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  section  be  stricken 
out.  Theamendmenlproposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Howe]  will  take  prece- 
dence of  that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  latter  amendment;  anti  a  division  was  called 
for. 

Mr.  DISN  EY.  Will  the  Chair  be  good  enough 
to  state  the  amendment  precisely  to  the  commit- 
tee?    I  think  it  is  not  understood. 

rhe  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  sub- 
milled  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  will 
now  be  reported  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  propose  to  modify  my  amend- 
ment, so  that  it  shall  read: 

"Thai  lo  every  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  lo 
such  person  as  shall  declare  his  intention  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,"  itc. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  need  hardly  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  point  really  involved  in 
this  amendment,  because  it  is  discoverable  at  a 
glance.  The  point  of  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  is  simply  that  of  the  introduction 
of  negroes.  The  question  is  agitated  in  the  House 
whether  negroes  are  not  recognized  in  some  of  the 
States  as  citizens. 

Mr.  HUGHES,  (interrupting.)  I  understand  this 
section, asit  now  reads,  requires  that  there  shall  be 
given  "to  every  white  male  American  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  who  has  declared  his  intention 
to  become  such,"  &c.,  [Inufihter;]  that  is,  his  in- 
tention to  become  a  nuile  citizen,  &c.  [Laughter.] 
So  it  reads  now.  It  is  wrong;  and  yet  to  correct 
it  may  appear  hypercritical.  I  do  not  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr-  Howe)  as 
intending  lo  give  the  rights  secured  in  this  bill  to 
negroes.  I  suppose  his  amendment  was  designed 
simply  as  a  correction  of  language  which  is  evi- 
dently wrong.  It  should  read,  "  to  every  citizen 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  every  person  who  shall 
declare  his  intention  to  become  such,"&c.  That 
I  understand  to  be  the  design  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  If  I  am 
wrong  in  my  supposition  he  will  correct  me. 

Mr.  HOWE.     That  is  it. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  As  the  language  now  is, all 
that  the  party  has  to  do  is  to  declare  his  inten- 
tion of  becoming  a  "white  ma/e  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  antf  he  will  be  embraced  witliin  the 
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purview  of  this  act,  howerer  impossible  it  maybe 
*to  become  such,  notwithstanding  his  declaration 
of  intention.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
gives  his  assent  to  the  view  I  have  taken  of  his 
intention  in  this  matter,  that  it  was  not  to  revive 
the  question  whether  these  lands  should  be  given 
to  negroes. 

Mr.  ORR.  Why  not  leave  the  word  "white" 
in, then ) 

Mr.  HUGHES.  1  trust  this  amendment  will 
prevail,  and  particularly  as  1  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  intended  by  the  amend- 
ment what  I  supposed  he  did. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  I  am  opposed, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  word  "  white"  being  there 
at  all.  In  this  far-off  Territory,  where  the  color 
of  the  inhabitants  is  more  or  less  mixed  up,  why 
should  we  make  this  odious  discrimination  against 
this  particular  colore  This  region  is  not  strictly 
an  American  territory.  The  people  are  made  up 
of  those  from  almost  every  ns' ion;  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  this  House  should  occasionally 
legislate  in  a  manner  that  the  colored  man  will 
have  some  spot  upon  the  face  of  God's  earth 
where  he  can  stand. 

Mr.  O&R,  (loUo  voce.)  Let  him  go  to  Rhode. 
Island. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  Territory 
of  New  Mexico,  where  there  are  comparatively  few 
inhabitants  coming  from  any  of  the  States — where 
there  are  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  people — is 
there  any  reason  why  the  colored  man  should  be 
shutout?  Is  there  any  reason  why  he  should 
not  be  permitted  to  go  there,  and  enjoy  the  same 
rights  and  privileges  as  the  white  manr  No,  sir; 
wneiher  a  man  is  from  the  North  or  the  South,  I 
cannot  see  what  difference  it  makes  to  him.  I 
cannot  see  why  you  should  not  be  willing  that 
these  people  should  have  an  opportunity  to  live 
somewhere.  Are  ihey  notalreaayreduced  to  asuf- 
ficient  depth  of  degradation  >  Is  not  every  condi- 
tion that  can  be  imposed  upon  them,  both  in  the 
free  and  in  the  slave  States,  calculated  to  reduce 
them  still  lower,  enough  to  satisfy  gentlemen? 

Sir,  for  one,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
solemnly  and  earnestly  protest  against  this  House 
identifymg  itself  or  this  Government,  with  a  move- 
ment to  shut  out  this  unfortunate  race  of  men 
from  participating  in  the  same  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  other  Inhabitants  of  that  Territory.  As 
a  member  of  this  House,  as  an  American  citizen 
representing  a  free  constituency,  I  protest,  in  the 
name  of  that  constituency,  against  the  citizens  of 
any  State  being  proscribed  from  going  to  this  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  aniT  from  becoming 
citizens  of  that  Territory.  It  is  an  infringement 
upon  the  spiilt,  if  not  an  infringement  upon  the 
letter,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  say  it  is  a  cruel  injustice  to 
that  race  to  mark  them  wherever  you  find  them; 
that  you  should  seek  to  degrade  them  by  placing 
every  odious  restriction  upon  them  that  you  can 
invent.  1  trust  that  the  members  of  this  House, 
or  at  least  a  majority  of  them,  will  be  willing  to 
have  this  clause  of  the  bill  stricken  out.  I  trust 
that  we  shall  strike  out  this  word  '■  white,"  and 
make  one  small  beginning  towards  doing  justice 
to  this  class  of  men. 

There  is  already  a  mi^^ture  of  this  blood  in 
the  people  of  that  Territory — men  bom  upon  the 
soil — I  will  venture  to  say.  And  will  you,  by 
your  legislation,  permit  men  coming  from  any 
quarter  of  the  globe,  to  come  upon  the  land 
which  these  men  have  cultivated,  and  dispossess 
the  occupants  born  upon  the  soil?  If  you  do, 
you  commit  an  act  of  the  grossest  injustice. 
These  men  have  better  rights  to  the  ownership  of 
the  land  than  the  mere  stranger  or  foreigner  who 
may  emigrate  to  the  Territory.  Once  more  I  say, 
that  to  exclude  these  men  from  the  rights  which 
you  extend  to  others,  is  to  do  the  cruellest  in- 
justice to  them.  I  hope  the  word  "  white"  will 
oe  stricken  out,  and  that  we  shall  permit  all  to  go 
there  upon  a  standing  of  equality. 

Mr.  KEITT.  What  is  the  question  before  the 
committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  upon  the  amend- 
insnt  of  the  geiitleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  give  notice  that 
whenever  an  opportanity  occurs,  f  have  an  amend- 
ment to  offer. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  stats  to 
the^sntltman  from  Ohio,  that  only  on*  ameadment 


is  now  pending,  and  that  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  move  to  stike  out  the  words 
"  or  who  has  declared  his  intention  to  become 
such,"  and  to  insert  after  the  word  *■  years,"  the 
words  "  who  has  declared  his  intention  to  become 
a  citizen;"  so  that  if  the  amendments  prevail,  the 
section  will  read: 

"  Tliat  to  every  wliite  male  American  citisen  of  the  Unilcd 
Sums,  or  to  trvty  wliite  male  over  the  sfe  of  twenty-one 
jteara,  wlio  baa  declared  bin  Inieotioa  to  Siecome  i  citi- 
zen,'* Slc. 

That  corrects  the  English,  and  retains  the  prin- 
ciple. 

M  r.  MILLSON.    la  the  question  divisible  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  to  strike  out 
and  insert,  is  not  divisible. 

Mr.  KBITr  made  sume  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

Tke  question  was  put;  and,  on  adivision,  there 
were  fifty-three  in  the  ollirroative. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  call  for  teU- 
ers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CAMrsEix, 
and  Jones,  of  Louisiana,  were  appoinled. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  65,  noes  47. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accortungly  rose,and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally,  and  particularly  the  special 
order,  being  bills  relating  to  the  organized  Terri- 
tories, and  had  directed  him  to  report  bills  No. 
1C{^  and  S232  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGB.  I  understand  that  there 
is  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  I  call  for  its  reading. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  receive  the  message  ? 

[Cries  of  "Agreed!"  "Agreed!"] 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
message  from  the  President,  transmitting  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  United  States  charg£ 
d'affairesat  Vienna,  Austria, and  theStale Depart- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  James  Cook 
Richmond;  also  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  the  same,  in  regard  to  the  rejection 
of  the  excfuofurupon  the  commission  of  the  United 
Slates  consul,  appointed  for  Trieste. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned,  at  twenty 
minutes  past  three  o'clock,  till  ta-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbonesdat,  May  3,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Hkhrt  Slicbr. 
TfaeJournalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  documents  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  Morgan  McAfee,  to  remuneration 
for  a  certain  tract  of  land  purchased  by  him  from 
the  United  States,  and  which  he  subsequently  lost 
by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  favor  of 
an  adverse  claimant;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
professing  the  Jewish  religion,  praying  that  meas- 
ures may  be  taken  to  seaure  to  American  citizens 
abroad  a  just  degree  of  civil  and  religions  freedom; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Brotherton  Indians,  praying  for  a  final  settlement 
of  their  claims;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  a  petition  of  ship- 
owners and  others,  residing  ir^  Clinton  and  West- 
brook,  Connecticut,  prayingthat  those  towns  may 
b*  attached  to  the  collection  diaurict  of  New  Haven ; 


which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the  Slate  of  Iowa, 
and  the  Mayor  and  A  Idermen  of  Dubuque,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Dubuque  to  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  said  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Alexander  Mitchell,  praying  an  extension  of  his 
patent  for  screw-pile  iron  light-houses;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Patience  Hurd,  praying  a  pension,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration;  whick 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred   the  petition  of  Lewis   Humbert, 
praying  an  increase  of  pension,  sobmitted  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon;  which   was  ordered  to  be    • 
printed. 

He  also,  by  direction  of  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  have  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  the  memorial  and  report  in  the  case  of 
Mary  Baury,  widow  of  Louis  Baury,  an  officer 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  directing  that  committee  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  taw  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  to  revise  the  pubms 
statutes  of  the  United  States,  to  simplify  their 
language,  to  correct  their  incongruities,  to  supply 
their  deficiencies, to  arrange  them  in  order,  and  to 
reduce  them  to  one  corrected  text,  asked  to  be 
discharged  fiom  its  further  consideration;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committtee  on  the 
Judidary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  tbe 
House  of  Representatives,  to  repeal  part  of  an  aet 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  acts,  records,  and  seal  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  back  without 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  at  Key 
West,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  BRODHBAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Asa 
Andrews,  praying  payment  of  the  amount  found 
due  him  from  the  United  States  by  the  verdict  of 
a  jury,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  m 
second  reading.  Tbe  report  was  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULE. 
Mr.  BRIGHT  submitted  the  following  resolo- 
tion;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

JtoofM^.Tbal  Ibe  3Dtb  rsle  of  the  Senate  be  amended 
by  auriking  out  Uie  worda,  ■■  althoiifb  the  same  amy  have 
been  previously  aancUoned  by  tbe  8enate,".aiid  inserting, 
"  anlern  it  hf  to  carry  out  tbe  provialoaaoran  eiiatinf  law, 
or  a  treaty  atipalaiiun.>' 

The  rule  now  stands  as  follows,  the  worda 
within  brackets  being  those  stricken  out: 

30.  No  amendment,  propoaing  additionat  appro|irtatioBS, 
ahall  be  received  tn  any  general  appropriation  bill,  UNleiwit 
be  mode  to  carry  odt  the  provisions  of  some  exislinie  law, 
or  some  act  or  rerolntion,  previously  passed  by  tbe  Senate, 
during  tlint  session,  or  moved  by  direction  of  a  standfnc 
cnmniiilee  of  tbe  Senalr,  or  in  pursuance  of  an  estimaia 
from  the  head  of  anmeof  the  Departments ;  and  no  amend- 
ment shall  be  received  whose  object  la  to  provide  for  a  p»l- 
vate  claim,  [aUkou^  the  samr  ma*  have  been  preriouMly 
tamlUmei  ty  Ike  SenmU,)  unless  it  be  to  carry  out  the  pn>- 
viaioas  of  an  existing  law,  or  a  treaty  stipulation. 

BOOKS  TO  NEW  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  submitted  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration : 

RtKhti,  Thatthejoinlreeolalionoftbe  S4ihofFebni- 
sry,  1854,  for  snpplylnt;  new  members  of  the  present  Con- 
f  resa  with  all  "  such  books  of  a  pwUic  character,  and  la 
the  same  proportion  aa  werefumisbed  to  members  of  either 
Hbase  durini  Ibe  last  Congress,"  embracing  "  Mayo  and 
Moullon'a  edition  of  tbe  Pension  and  Bounty  Land  Laws," 
lt«.,  ta  lbs  piofiorUoa  of  eight  copies  to  eacb  of  said  new 
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moinbprs;  nnd  that  the  Recrfiary  nf  the  Senate  shnll  so 
undvr^tuiid  Olid  pxecurc  the  said  resolution. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  BROWN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  biil  to  provide  for  carrying 
the  mail  according  to  time. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BRODHEAI),  by  unanimous  consent, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jonas  P.  Levy  and  Jose  Maria  Jarrero; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  As  this  bill  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Select  Committee  on  Mexi- 
can Claims,  which  recently  made  its  report  to  the 
Senate,  I  ask  that  it  may  go  on  the  Calendar  with- 
out a  reference. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   HOUSE. 

A  mesaapre  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Fornet,  their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles: 

A  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  contin- 
uing the  construction  of  the  roads  in  theTerritory 
of  Minnesota,  in  accordance  with  the  estimates 
made  by  the  War  Department;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  (he 
title  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  to  the  land  owned 
and  claimed  by  them  in  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota and  tITe  Suite  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  their 
domestication  and  civilization. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
had  signed  the  following  enrolled  joint  resolution: 

A  joint  resolution  for  extending  an  existing  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  in  Alabanui. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lent,  signed  the  same. 
HOUSE   BILLS  BEFERRED. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  further  appropriations  lor  continuing  the 
construciion  of  roads  m  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota, in  acordance  with  the  estimates  made  by 
<he.War  Department,  was  read  a.  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
title  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  to  the  lands  owned 
nnd  claimed  by  them  in  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota and  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  their  domes- 
tication and  civilization,  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afl'airs. 

The  bill  for  the  construction  of  certain  military 
roads  and  wells  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

MAISON  ROUGE  GRANT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  on  Thursday,  April 
27,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  grant  the  right 
of  preemption  to  certain  purchasers  and  settlers  on 
the  Maison  Rouge  grant,  in  the  event  of  the  final 
adjudication  of  the  title  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  January  27,  1851,  was  passed. 

Mr.JOHN.SON.  I  wjll  explain  the  object  of 
my  motion  to  reconsider.  There  was  a  mistake 
in  the  bill  as  passed,  which  it  is  very  necessary  to 
correct.  In  consequence  of  that  mistake,  the 
wrong  net  was  extended.  I  will  read  to  the  Sen- 
ate so  much  of  the  act  which  should  be  extended 
as  applies  to  the  case.  The  title  of  the  act  which 
1  wish  to  have  extended  is,  "An  act  to  extend 
preiimpiion  rights  to  certain  lands  therein  men- 
tioned;" and  the  portion  of  it  which  is  material 
to  thin  case,  is  in  these  words: 

**Jinil  provided/urtKer,  Thai  anyselllpr  who  has  spttled, 
or  may  fierearicr  selUe,  on  lands  heretofore  rc*ier\'i'd  on 
account  of  cliiiniH  under  French,  Hpanish,  or  other  granltj, 
whicti  have  been,  or  Bhall  he  hirreafter,  det^iared  by  the 
Supreinc  t.'ourt  ot'  ttie  United  Statett  to  be  invalid,  shall  be 
entitled  Hi  all  the  ridlits  of  prei-niptinn  granted  by  thix  act, 
and  the  aetoflihof  Sepleuibi'r,  1 8'tl,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
appropriate  the  prncepdi4  at'  the  publie  lands,  and  to  grant 
pretfinption  richtH,*  After  the  lands  shall  have  been  released 
from  reservation,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  reservation 
existed." 

Thus  that  act  which  was  passed  on  the  3d  of 
March  last,  gave  a  right  of  preemption  to  all  set- 
tlers on  French  or  Spanish  grants,  the  title  to 
which  had  been,  or  might  thereafter  become  in- 
valid by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.    The  object  which  I  have  in 


view  is  simply  to  extend  the  preemption  right 
which  was  granted  under  that  act  of  the  Inst  Con- 
gress, so  as  to  embrace  the  actual  improvements 
of  the  settlers.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  as  well  to 
state  now,  though  it  was  explained  before,  that 
under  the  terms  of  that  act,  any  man  who  had 
any  description  of  improvement  on  one  of  these 
grants,  though  it  were  but  nn  acre,  would,  upon 
proving  that  fact,  and  complying  with  the  terms  of 
the  act,  be  entitled  to  a  preemption  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  a 
man  might  have  expended  his  whole  fortune  upon 
a  tract  of  land,  and  might  have  made  improve- 
ments to  the  extent  of  three  hundred,  or  four  hun- 
dred, or  five  hundred  acres,  and  yet,  under  the 
ftrovisions  of  the  act,  he  would  only  be  entitled 
to  preiimption  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

The  object  is  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  lo  give 
the  United  States  exactly  the  amount  at  which 
they  value  their  lands,  $1  25  an  acre  for  all  which 
one  of  these  settlers  may  have  improved,  though 
it  may  be  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
That  will  be  effected  by  the  amendment  which  I 
shnll  propose  to  the  Senate.  This  was  the  object 
of  the  bill  as  proposed  the  other  day,  but,  as  I 
stated  before,  there  was  a  mistake  in  that  bill  in 
regard  to  the  act  proposed  to  be  extended,  and 
therefore  it  is  that  I  have  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  Senate  again  proceeded  (o  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
inserting  the  following: 

That  the  right  of  preemption,  granted  by  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  Marcll,  1853,  entitled  "  -\n  act  to  extend  preemption 
rights  to  certain  lands  therein  ineirlioned,"  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  extended,  so  that  the  settleror  occupant  nn 
the  M.-iison  Rouge  grant,  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  said  act, 
lihall  Im*  entitled  to  enter  at  the  niinininin  price  every  quar 
ler  subdivision  on  which  he  has  made  iiiipniveinenls  ;  Pro- 
vidfAfuither,  That  whenever  any  part  of  the  iniprovemcnits 
of  two  or  more  selllers  or  occupants  is  on  the  same  quarter 
section,  the  same  shall  be  entered  in  their  joint  name,  ami 
their  rights  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  value  of  their  im- 
ffroveinents  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  title  of  the 
bill  was  amended  so  as  to  read:  "  An  act  extend- 
ing in  certain  cases  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled,  '  An  act  to  extend  preiimpiion  rights  to 
certain  lands  therein  mentioned, 'approved  March 
3,1853." 

I.NDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes,  fur  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1855.  | 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  Chair  as  to  the  place  in  which  the  amendment, 
which  1  offered  yesterday  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  in  re- 
gard to  the  reservations  in  California,  stands.  My 
siticgeslion  was  thai  it  should  follow  the  figures 
*125,000. 

The  PRESIDENT.  As  the  amendment  stands 
it  will  be  read,  if  desired. 

Mr.  STUART.  As  reported,  my  amendment 
does  not  stand  as  I  mentioned. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  inform 
the  Senator  that  it  stands  in  the  place  which  he 
suggested. 

Kir.  WALKER.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

To  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  in  foil  for  all  demands 
against  the  ITnited  Stales,  the  sum  of  S,V)U,IK)0,  in  payment 
for  eight  million  acres  of  land  at  six  and  a  (|Unrler  cents  per 
acre,  taken  from  the  friendly  t.'reeks  without  eoni|>ensa 
ti>ni ,  liy  the  treaty  or  oapilulalion  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  A  ugust 
8,  1814. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  proposition  now  before 
the  Senate  fs  one  of  considerable  importance,  so 
far  as  regards  the  amount  involved,  and  evidently 
of  a  great  deal  of  importance  to  the  nation  of  In- 
dians interested  in  it.  This  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  nnd  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  upon  the  memorial 
of,  what  is  termed  in  the  memorial,  the  Muscogee 
or  Creek  nation  of  Indians.    That  memorial  has 


I  been  printed  in  very  considerable  numbers,  and  I 
presume  each  Senator  has  received  a  copy  of  it. 
It  has  been  my  individual  duty  to  Investigate  this 
case.  I  have  done  so  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability, 
and  I  must  say  in  its  investigation — being  unfa- 
vorably impressed  with  it  in  the  commencement — 
I  have  bestowed  upon  it  more  time  than  I  ever 
have  in  the  investigation  of  any  other  case,  and 
believe  I  have  had  about  as  much  trouble  with  it 
as  with  all  the  other  cases  which  I  have  had  to 
investigate. 

The  subject  was  before  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Alfairs  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  'I'here 
was  then,  in  my  esiitnation,  and  in  that  of  the 
committee,  and  finally  in  that  of  the  Senate,  not 
time  sufficient  to  investigate  the  matter  to  its  foun- 
dation, and  trace  the  claim  to  its  source  and  to  its 
merits,  if  it  had  a  source  or  merits. 

The  memorial  then  presented  was  a  very  long, 
and,  I  must  say,  a  very  abstruse  document.  1 
took  it  home  with  me,  and  I  there  gave  it  all  the 
examination  I  could;  but  I  found  myself  without 
the  documents  referred  to,  so  that  I  could  not  make 
the  examination  at  all  satisfactory.  When  I  re- 
turned to  the  presentCongress,  the  case  was  again 
commitled  to  me  by  the  committee,  and  1  have 
now  a  lengthy  report  upon  it.  That  report,  how- 
ever, having  been  very  recently  completed,  has  not 
been  printed. 

This  claim  nf  the  Creek  Indians  has  its  incep- 
tion as  far  back  as  1813.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind 
that,  during  what  was  called  the  Creek  war  of  that 
year,  the  nation  divided  itself  into  two  parties. 
The  one,  or  the  lower  Creeks,  as  they  were  called, 
took  the  part  of  the  United  Slates.  They  were 
friendly,  and  fought  with  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  not  only  against  the  other  party,  which 
assumed  a  hostile  attitude,  but  also  against  the 
enemies  of  the  country — the  soldiers  of  Great 
Britain.  All  the  evidence,  sir,  referred  to  in  the 
memorial  of  the  Indians,  I  have  found  to  be 
strictly  correct;  nnd,  if  gentlemen  have  reod  the 
memorial,  I  can  only  add  to  it  my  personal  as- 
surance that,  after  a  careful  examination  of  all  the 
documentary  evidence  referretl  to,  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  an  error,  except  in  the  paging;  and 
I  regret  that  it  will  be  found  in  the  memorial  that 
the  figures  referred  to  as  the  paging  of  the  docu- 
ments are,  in  several  instances,  incorrect.  How- 
ever, upon  ascertaining  these  inaccuracies,  and 
tracing  the  matter  up,  1  have  found  that  the  docu- 
ments referred  to,  are,  in  every  instance,  correctly 
referred  to,  and  contain  the  subject  of  the  evidence 
alleged  in  the  memorial  in  favorof  the  rights  of  the 
Indians. 

As  I  remarked,  the  friendly  or  lower  Indiana 
took  the  part  of  the  United  Slates.  The  upper,  or 
hostile  Indians,  which  were  not  properly  a  part 
of  the  Creek  nation  by  their  nativity,  but  were 
branches  of  other  tribes,  ingrtjfted  into  the  Creek 
nation  by  adoption,  anil  permitted  to  settle  the 
Creek  lands,  assumed  a  hostile  attitude.  They 
were  seduced  by  the  great  warrior  Tecumsen 
and  his  prophets,  to  take  up  arms  not  only  against 
the  United  Stales,  but  against  the  friendly  Creeks 
who  had  treated  them  with  so  much  hospitality, 
and  permitted  them  to  ingraftthemselves  upon  the 
nation,  and  settle  upon  their  lands.  The  lower, 
or  friendly  Creeks,  were  depredated  upon  to  a  very 
great  extent.  It  is  in  the  recollection  of  the  Sen- 
ate that  a  portion  of  the  depredations — those  upon 
their  properly,  their  houses,  their  towns,  their 
cattle  ami  stock — has  been  compensated  for  by 
appropriations  by  Congress. 

When  peace  c^me  to  be  made,  a  strange  occur- 
rence took  place;  and  I  can  but  glance  at  its  gen- 
eral features.  While  the  lower  Creeks,  or  those 
friendly  to  the  country,  had  fought,  and  fought 
bravely,  hod  borne  the  hardships  of  the  war,  and 
had  had  to  stand  the  attacks  of  their  own  people, 
to  defend,  as  it  were,  the  frontier  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  when  peace  came  to  be  made,  they  were 
made  to  assume  the  attitude  of  opposition,  of  en- 
emies; but  that  was  only  when  peace  came  to  be 
made.  They  were  not  permitted  lo  stand  side  by 
side  with  the  people  for  whom  they  had  fought. 
They  were  not  permitted  to  stand  in  the  attitude 
of  friends  of  Ihe  country,  and  defenders  of  the 
country;  but  for  the  purposes  of  a  treaty  they 
were  made  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude  lo  the 
country,  and  were  placed  in  the  singular  predic- 
ament of  a  people  capitulating  to  the  Government. 
That  this  may  be  understood,  I  will  refer  to  the 
history  of  the  malMr,  as  given  in  the  commence- 
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ment  or  the  memorial  presented,  showing  the 
foundation  of  the  claim: 

"  Itol'oro  niiy  while  incn  netilfd  in  C«orzi«,  nrarly  Ibe 
wliottf  country  aHenvartls  ercclitd  into  the  great  Stalei  of 
Genrjiia  and  Alabainn,  belniiged  tu  ihe  Miiscngce  conltfder- 
alinn.  innre  cnmrnniily  called  the  Creek  jQalinn. 

**  This  nation  was  always  comp<if«d  of  two  parts,  called 
at  a  later  ilay  the  upp»:r  and  lower  Creeks.  • 

"The  lower  Creeks  inhabited  tlie  country  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee river,  and  were  the  original  Mustcogeet,  always 
friendly  wilh  the  whiles.  Their  principal  towns  were 
Coweta  and  Cussctah.  They  alone  owned  the  national 
lands,  and  had  a  rigiit  to  dispose  of  iheni." 

Then,  there  is  a  reference  to  the  documentary 
evidence  to  show  this  fact: 

"The  upper  Creeks  were  composed  of  several  tribes — 
Gonmierpd  or  amicably  received  by  the  Muflcojiees.  They 
Hvetl  on  the  Cuotm,  Tallapoosa,  and  Alabama  rivers,  where 
the  .MiiscoQees  had  assigned  them  land.  At  an  early  day 
they  wero  under  French  influence,  and  then  under  Hpanish 
protection,  and  many  of  them  were  always  hostile  to  the 
United  Stales. 

*'  The  lower  Creeks  made  several  treaties  with  Georgia, 
cedinz  lands ;  among  others,  those  ofGalptiltiton,  in  Octo- 
ber, I7f5,  and  of  8IinuIderbone,in  November,  ns.**.  Others 
weremade  with  the  United  Stales,  at  New  York,  in  Auifudt, 
1790,  at  Coleraine,  in  June,  1796,  and  others  in  1804  and 
1*05." 

Now  comes  an  important  point,  which  I  ask 
the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind: 

"The  treaty  of  1790  solemnly  guarantied  to  the  Creek 
nation  all  their  landa  not  then  ceded." 

Here,  then,  were  laid  down  their  ri^rhls.  Their 
country  was  defined,  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  at  that  period ,  solemnly  guarantied 
their  rights  to  this  original  country.  Then,  in  the 
investigaiion,  it  has  been  fouiid  by  the  committee, 
that  from  1790  they  stood  in  the  position  of  owners ' 
and  occupants  of  the  country  which  was  after- 
wards taken  from  them  by  the  capitulation  of  1813, 
or  Fort  Jackson.  There  never  was  any  dispute 
in  regard  to  the  ownership  of  it. 

"The  treaty  of  1790  tolemnly  fuorirnKed  to  thft  Creak 
nation  all  their  land  not  then  cedf*d.  This  was  done  by 
express  direction  of  General  Washington,  after  taking  the 
advice  of  the  Senate. 

"  Up  to  the  Creek  war  of  1813,  the  nation  owned  all  the 
enunlry  between  the  rivers  Ocmulgee  and  Altamaba,  on 
the  east,  and  the  Toinbigbee  river  nod  the  Choctaw  and 
ChickafKiW  possessions  on  the  west ;  and  between  the 
thirly-flrst  dejzree  of  north  latitude,  or  the  Spanish  tine,  on 
the  south,  and  the  Cherokee  country  and  Tennessee  river 
on  the  north." 

This,  then,  was  the  country  solemnly  guaran- 
tied to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1790. 

"  In  the  year  1813,  a  large  number  of  Creek  chiefs  and 
warriors,  principally  of  the  upper  towns,  led  away  by  the 
persuasions  and  arts  ofTecumseb,  and  by  the  lying  predic- 
tions and  fanatical  teachings  of  their  prophets,  cointnenved 
a  vindictive  and  sanguinary  war  against  the  United  States, 
and  the  friendly  portion  of  their  own  nation.  The  war  was 
waged  by  them  equally  against  both.  While  they  aitacked 
the  while  seulcments,  and  there  burned,  devastated,  and 
murdered,  they  also  destroyed  tbe  property  rif  the  friendly 
Creeks  at  the  llillabee  towns,  burned  Kialigee,  and  shot  its 
jiihahitants,  slew  friendly  chiefs  at  Uie  old  Coosa  town, 
burned  Haichechubba  to  ashes,  and  threatened  Coweta, 
and  took  Tookabatcha  aud  Kusselali. 

**  But  the  lower  towns  remained  friendly,  as  did  the  prin- 
cipal cliiefs  of  the  upper  towns.  The  bostiles  came  wliolly 
from  the  upper  towns.  Of  this,  the  volume  nt  Ihe  American 
State  Tapers  on  Indian  affairs  contained  Ihe  moat  ample 
evidence. 

"The  lower  Creeks  were  a  settled  people,  desirous  of 
living  peaceably  with  the  whiles,  and  wholly  opposed  to 
war.  So  it  was  solemnly  declared  by  their  council.  The 
chiefs  pursued  and  punished  those  who  robbed  and  mur- 
dered the  whites,  pulling  many  of  them  to  death. 

"Though  their  annuities  were  unpaid  for  181-2, 1613,  and 
1814,  Ihe  lower  Creeks  remained  friendly,  ai>plied  to  their 
agent.  Colonel  Hawkins,  for  assistance,  collected  for  the 
purpose  of  self  defense,  offered  to  join  Ihe  whites  witii  two 
hundred  men  and  attack  the  hnsiiles,  send  a  strong  force  to 
Tookabatcha,  to  aid  the  friendly  upper  chiefs,  and  remove 
them  to  Coweta,  called  for  assistance  in  men  and  ammuni- 
tion, concentrated  at  Coweta,  exlend^-d  stnnig  patrols  up 
the  Chattahoochee,  foraged  as  far  as  Tallapoosa,  and  sent 
nut  war  giartins,  keeping  the  hosiiles  from  atucking  the 
Georgia  frontier.** 

1  advert  to  this  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  next, 
while  this  was  their  position,  this  was  their  atti- 
tude, how  it  is  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
have  deemed  them  to  have  been  most  unjustly 
dealt  by,  and  now  possessing  most  unetiuivocal 
grounds,  in  equity  and  justice,  for  the  claim  they 
set  up. 

"  In  response  to  Iheir  repeated  and  nr»ent  solicitation 
Ibr  anns  and  ammunition,  they  succeeded  In  receiving  at 
one  time  eleven  rifles,  ninety  pounds  of  powder,  and  some 
lead  and  Hints;  and  these  were  charged  nttainst  their  an- 
nuities; and  at  another,  ei^ht  muskets,  one  hundred  pounds 
of  powder,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  of  lead." 

As  I  read  this,  I  do  not  read  the  references  to 
the  documentary  evidence  which  support  the 
points  made  in  the  memoriatt  but,  as  I  before 
stated,  haviag  examined  them,  I  «nt  prspareij  to 


say  that,  in  every  particular,  the  history  and  evi- 
dence in  the  matter  fully  sustain  the  allegations: 

*'  In  October,  1813,  they  were  one  thousand  strong  at 
Cowoia,  and  refused  to  make  peace  With  the  hostiles  on 
any  terms.  They  aided  in  Ughtini;  the  buttles  of  Tallas^ie- 
hstrhie  and  Talladeja;  four  hundred  of  them  fought  under 
General  Kloyd  at  Autiossee,  and  many  were  killed  and 
wounded.  They  fought  imder  General  JackMHi  at  Emuck- 
fau  ;  four  hundred  of  them  took  part  in  Ihe  baule  of  Cala- 
bce,  and  a  large  body  fought  in  the  decisive  battle  of  the 
Horsesliofl,  forded  the  Tiillapoosa  with  CoHee,  set  the  town 
on  fire,  and  attacked  the  Red  Sticks  from  behind,  while 
General  Jackson  stormed  the  breastwork  in  front." 

This,  then,  as  the  documentary  history  of  the 
affair  proves,  was  the  attitude  assumed  and  main- 
tained by  these  Indians.  And  now  we  come  to 
that  portion  of  the  case  which  shows  the  ground 
and  foundation  of  their  claim  as  now  presented. 

"  On  the  90th  of  April,  IBM.  General  Thomas  Pinckney 
arrived  at  Fort  Jackson  ;  and,  being  the  senior  olBcer  of  Ibe 
southern  Army, he  assumed  tlie  command. 

"  On  theHSd  of  April,  1814,  he  directed  Colonel  Hawkins 
to  communicate  to  the  hostile  Creeks  the  terms  on  which 
peace  would  be  granted  to  tbem." 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  bear  in  mind  that  when 
General  Pinckney  reached  the  country,  and  took 
the  command,  asit  will  be  seen,  he  had  authority 
to  conduct  this  matter  of  capitulation.  He  di- 
rected Colonel  Hawkins  to  apprise — who?  Why, 
the  hostile  Creeks — the  chief  of  the  hostile  Creeks 
— pf  what  his  designs  were;  and,  also,  to  inform 
them  of  the  terms  upon  which  peace  would  be 
made: 

"  He  said,  as  one  of  those  terms,  <  the  United  States  will 
retain  so  much  of  the  coNqoEKBD  territory  as  may  appear 
to  the  Government  thereof  to  be  a  ju$t  in/'emnfly  for  the 
expentet  of  ike  war,  anH  at  a  rsttoro/ion  for  injuriee  *u$- 
tamed  6^  its  eti  is  ens  AMD  THE  raiENDLV  Cribk  Indians.' ** 

Now,  bear  in  mind,  that  the  country  which  was 
to  be  taken,  according  to  the  instructions  of  Gen- 
eral Pinckney,  was  so  much  of  the  conquered 
country  as  would  constitute  an  indemnity  to  the 
United  States  and  the  friendly  Creeks,  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  spoliations  and 
devastations  which  had  been  committed  by  the 
hostiles. 

"  And  he  directed  the  terms  to  be  communicated  to  Ihe 
friendly  Indians,  and  said  :  ■  You  may  likewise  inform  them 
that  the  UMtTitD  Statks  will  not  roRosrr  tbeie  pi- 
OBLiTT,  but  m  ike  orrangortcni  ici&icA  nay  be  morfs  of  the 
litndM  to  be  retaine4  as  indemnity,  their  claims  will  be 
RESPBCTBD  ;  and  eitek  of  their  chiefs  at  kave  dittinguilhed 
themselves  by  their  exertion  and  valor  in  the  common  cause 

WILL    ALSO    RECEIVE    A    REMONERATION    IN    THE    CEI>E> 

LANDS,  and  in  such  manner  at  the  Bovemment  snay  di- 
rect.'" 

Up  to  this  time,  so  far  as  we  could  get  at  the 
history  of  the  matter,  the  friendly  Creek  Indians 
never  dreamed  that  by  tbe  term  "  conquered  coun- 
try "any  portion  of  their  acknowledged  country — 
that  guaranteed  by  the  treaty  of  1790— was  meant 
at  all.  They  had  no  idea  of  it;  and  it  seems,  really, 
at  that  time,  neither  General  Pinckney  nor  the 
Creek  agent,  Colonel  Hawkins,  had  any  idea  of 
that  either.  They  supposed  that  the  country  lying 
north,  inhabited  by  the  hostiles,  was  that  which 
was  to  be  confiscated;  and  that  the  friendly  Creeks 
were  not  only  to  be  left  alone  and  left  in  the  pos- 
session of  their  country,  but  besides  this,  that  they 
were  to  have  indemnity  made  to  them  out  of  this 
countrv  of  the  hostile  Creeks,  which  might  becon- 
fiscated,  as  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war 
and  for  depredations.  Bat,  in  the  farther  progress 
of  this  matter,  we  perceive  that  General  Pinckney 
was  superseded  in  command  by  General  Jackson. 
Before  coming  to  that,  however,  I  will  notice  an- 
other point:  / 

"  The  Secrettry  of  War  had  instracled  General  Pinekney 
that  one  of  the  terms  of  peace  witli  the  bostilHS,  must  be  an 
'lutsmfit/icaf  ion  for  tlie  expenses  nftiie  war  by  the  ceisjon  of 
so  much  land  as  should  he  deemed  an  equivalent;  and 
directed  that  the  treaty  should  be  In  a  form  attoge-Uier  mili- 
tary, and  in  Ui«  nature  of  a  eapltutalian." 

These,  then,  were  the  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  General  Pinckney.  General 
Pinckney  caused  them  to  be  communicated  to  the 
hostile  chiefs,  and  the  further  information  com- 
municated to  Ihe  friendly  chiefs,  that  such  was  to 
lis  the  fate  of  the  hostile  chiefs;  and  at  the  same 
time,  while  the  land  of  the  hostiles  should  be  con- 
fiscated, that  out  of  it  the  friendly  Creeks  should 
be  indemnified  for  the  injuries  and  expenses  that 
they  had  incurred. 

"  So  that  both  the  hostile  snd  friendly  Indians  were  dis- 
tinctly inforaied  that  the  hostiles  were  to  capitelate  and 
cede  enough  ntlheir  lands  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
Those  lands  were  to  be  reLiined  out  of  the  conyuersd  lands ; 
Ihe  clalnia  ofthe  friendly  Indians  to  any  part  even  of  Ihe 
•onfuered  lands  were  to  be  respected,  tbsir  losses  reiin- 
botsed,  and  Ibeir  IMdIty  iMt  forgotten.    Opt  of  the  coa- 


quered  lands  ao  retained  they  were  to  be  iMid  for  injuries 
sustained  by  them,  and  aueh  of  Uie  cliiefs  who  had  dlslin- 
guishod  themselves  were  to  receive  a  remuneration." 

This,  then,  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Government;  this  was  the  character  of  the  promise 
nvhich  was  made  to  the  friendly  Creek  Indians. 
It  was  according  to  these  assurances  that  the 
friendly  Creeks  were  met  at  the  time,  and  nego- 
tiations were  proposed.  They  were  to  be  nego- 
tiators in  the  transaction — not  so  much  as  par- 
ties, parties  to  the  negotiation  in  opposition,  par- 
ties in  fault — but  they  were  to  be  witnesses,  as 
it  were,  standing  by  to  see  the  final  consumma- 
tion of  peace,  not  only  with  the  enemies  of  the 
country,  but  with  the  friendly  Creek  Indians; 
they  were  to  stand  by  as  interested  parties; 
they  were  to  see  those  who  had  shed  their  blood 
anil  devastated  their  country  punished  now  at 
last  for  their  improprieties  and  misconduct,  and 
when  they  saw  them  thus  punished,  they  had  the 
gratifying  intelligence  communicated  to  them  by 
their  agent,  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  they  were  to  be  indemnified  for  the 
sacrifices  that  they  had  made.  It  presents  one  of 
the  most  singular  pictures  in  all  our  transactions 
with  our  Indtan'tribes,  when  we  come  to  view 
the  transaction  constituted  in  the  final  settlement 
of  these  Indians. 

We  now  come  nearer  the  consummation,  as  it 
took  place: 

"  On  the  10th  of  July.  1814,  General  Jatlisnn  took  the 
eommand.  He  fixed  the  1st  of  Augui*t  for  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  hostile  Indians  at  Port  Jackson.  When  Ibe 
lime  came,  only  one  hostile  chief  was  present.  Tliirty  six 
chiefs  signed  Ihe  ardeles  or  treaty  at  Port  Jackson,  of  whom 
thirty -Aire  were  fViendly.  ^ 

This  evidence  is  found  in  the  second  volame 
of  Indian  affairs,  pages  837,  838,  and  493. 

<*  When  these  chiefs  met,  General  Jackson  demanded  Ilia 
eessinn  of  seven  eighths  of  the  present  State  of  Alabama, 
and  of  seven  million  eighty-fourtliousandaiid  eijfht  hundred 
acres  in  the  snothera  part  of  G^Hirgla.  He  admitted  of  no 
discussion,  but  ordered  the  chiefsto  sign  the  treaty.  These 
seven  millions  of  acres  in  Georgia,  and  as  much  more  in 
the  southern  part  of  Alabama,  never  belonged  to  the  lios- 
tiles,  nor  were  they  conquered  country.  Neither  Oeneml 
Jackson  nor  any  while  troops  had  ever  been  there.  Na 
hostile  foot  had  trodden  them.  The  friendly  Creeks  had 
demanded  and  maintained  possession,  without  aid  fnlA  any 
quarter,  of  their  own  country,  and  carried  the  war  into  tbe 
bosUle  country.*' 

This,  then,  was  the  position  and  attitude  of  af- 
fairs when  General  Jackson  went  there.  When 
there  was  none  of  the  hostile  chiefs  assembled  to 
treat  with  them,  he  demanded  a  capitulation  from 
Bomel>ody,  and  strange  as  it  appears — and  it 
rests  not  merely  on  the  word  of  any  one,  but  it 
appears  from  the  documentary  history  of  the 
country — he  demanded  that  those  who  had  fought 
in  amity  with  our  country ,.and  not  only  in  am- 
ity with  the  (»)untry,  but"  under  his  personal 
command,  side  by  side  with  him  at  the  battles 
where  he  fought,  should  become  a  capitulating 
party,  sign  the  capitulation ,  and  cede  the  ooantry, 
which  was  never  in  contemplslion  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  was  land 
about  which  there  had  been  no  question  of  title, 
land  that  had  ever  been  in  the  possession,  occu- 
pancy, or  ownership  of  the  friends  of  the  country, 
and  that  too  solemnly  guaranteed  by  the  country 
as  far  back  as  1790. 

Here  the  honorable  Senator  yielded  the  floor 
that  a  message  mi^ht  Mt  receiveil  from  the  {'resi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL  VETO. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Sidnet  Webster,  Esq.,  bis 
Private  Secretary: 

Mr.  President  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  return  to  the  Senate  ihe  act  making-n  grant 
of  land  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  for  the  benefit 
of  Indigent  insane  persons,  wilh  bis  oli|eciiona  thereto  in 
writing. 

Mr.  FOOT.  If  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
will  yield  the  floor,  I  would  like  to  have  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  laid  aaide,  for  the  purpnss  of 
considering  the  message  of  the  President. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  For  the  purpose  of  hearing  the 
message  read .' 

Mr.  FOOT.    For  the  reading  of  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  can  be  laid  aside  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bkiort  in 
the  chair.)  If  no  objection  be  made,  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  will  be 
suspended  for  the  purpossof  reading  the  message. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  tbe  Secretary  r«ul 
the  message,  as  fellows: 
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To  the  Smalt  <if  the  United  Slates: 

The  bill  eniiileii  "An  act  makin?  a  grniit  of 
public  lands  to  the  sevenil  States  for  the  benefit  of 
indigent  insane  persona,"  which  was  presented  to 
me  on  the  27lh  ultimo,  has  been  maturely  consid- 
ered, and  is  returned  to  the  Senate,  the  House  in 
which  it  originated,  with  a  statement  of  the  objec- 
tions which  have  required  me  to  withhold  from  it 
my  approval. 

In  tlie  performance  of  this  duty  prescribed  liy 
the  Constitution,  I  have  been  compelled  to  resist 
the  deep  sympathies  of  my  own  heart  in  favor  of 
the  humane  purpose  sought  to  be  accomplished, 
and  to  overcome  the  reluctance  with  which  I  dis- 
sent from  the  conclusions  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  present  my  own  opinions  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  action  of  a  coordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  which  possesses  so  fully  my  confi- 
dence and  respect. 

If,  in  presetiting  my  objections  to  this  bill,  I 
should  say  more  than  strictly  belongs  to  the  ' 
measure,  or  is  required  for  the  discharge  of  my 
official  obligation,  let  it  be  attributed  to  a  sincere 
desire  to  justify  my  net  before  those  whose  good 
opinion  I  so  highly  value,  and  to  that  earnest- 
ness which  springs  from  my  deliberate  conviction, 
that  a  strict  adherence  to  the  terms  and  purposes 
of  the  Federal  compact,  offers  the  beat,  if  not  the 
only,  security  for  the  preservation  of  our  blessed 
inheritance  of  representative  liberty. 

The  bill  provides,  in  substance: 

First.  That  ten  millions  of  acres  of  land  be 
granted  to  the  several  States,  to  be  apportioned 
among  them  in  the  compound  ratio  of  the  geo- 
graphical area,  and  representation  of  said  States 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Second.  That  wherever  there  are  public  lands 
in  a  State  subject  to  sale  at  the  regular  price  of 
private  entry,  the  proportion  of  said  ten  millions 
of  acres  falling  to  such  State,  shall  be  selected  from 
such  lands  within  it;  and  that  to  the  States  in 
which  there  are  no  such  public  lands,  land  scrip 
shall  be  issued  to  the  amount  of  their  distributive 
shares,  respectively;  said  scrip  not  to  be  entered  by 
said  States,  but  to  be  sold  by  them,  and  subject  to 
entry  by  their  assignees,  provided  that  none  of  it 
shall  be  sold  at  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre,  under 
penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  same  to  the  United 
Stales. 

Tliird.  That  the  expenses  of  the  management 
and  superientendence  of  said  lands,  and  of  the 
moneys  received  therefrom,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
States  to  which  they  may  belong,  out  of  the  treas- 
sury  of  said  Slates. 

Fourth.  That  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
such  lands,  or  land-scrip  so  granted,  shall  be  in- 
vested by  the  several  States  in  safe  stocks,  to  con- 
stitute a  perpetual  fund,  the  principal  of  which 
shall  remain  forever  undiminished, and  the  interest 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  indi- 
gent insane  within  the  several  Slates. 

Fifth.  That  annual  rrturns  of  londs  or  scrip 
sold  shall  be  made  by  the  States  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  the  whole  grant  be  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  limitations  prescribed  in 
Uie  bill,  to  be  assented  to  by  legislative  acts  of 
Sftid  States. 

This  bill,  therefore,  proposes  that  the  Federal 
Government  shall  make  provision  to  the  amount 
of  the  value  often  millions  of  acres  of  land,  for  on 
eleemosynary  object  within  the  several  States,  to 
be  administered  by  the  political  authority  of  the 
same;  and  it  presents,  at  the  threshold,  the  ques- 
tion, whether  any  such  act,  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  is  warranted  onri  sanctioned 
by  the  Constitution,  the  provisions  and  principles 
of  which  are  to  be  protected  and  sustained  as  a 
first  and  paramount  duty. 

It  cannot  he  questioned  that  if  Congress  have 
power  to  make  provision  for  the  indigent  insane  i 
without  the  limits  of  this  District,  it  has  the  same 
power  to  provide  for  the  indigent  who  are  not  in- 
sane; and  thus  to  transfer  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment the  charge  of  all  the  poor  in  all  the  Slates. 
It  has  the  same  power  to  provide  hospitals  and 
other  local  establishments  f^orthe  care  and  cure  of 
every  species  of  human  infirmity,  and  thus  to  as- 
sume all  that  duty  of  either  public  philanthropy, 
or  public  necessity  to  the  dependent,  the  orphan, 
the  sick,  or  the  needy,  which  is  now  discharged 
by  the  States  themselves,  or  by  corporate  institu- 
tions, or  private  endowments  existing  under  the 
legislation  of  the  States.  The  whole  field  of  public 
beneficence  is  thrown  open  lo  the  care  and  culture 


of  the  Federal  Government.    Generous  impulses 
no  longer  encounter  the  liiiiilations  and  control  of 
our   imperious  fundamental  law.     For,  however 
worthy  may  be  the  present  object  in  itself,  it  is 
only  one  of  a  class.     It  is  not  exclusively  worti  y 
of  benevolent  regard.     Whatever  considerations 
dictate  sympathy  for  this  particular  object,  apply, 
in  like  manner,  if  not  in  the  same  degree,  toidiotcy, 
to  physical  disease,  to  extreme  destitution.     If 
Congress  may  and  ought  to  provide  for  any  one  of 
these  objects,  itmay  and  ought  to  provide  for  them 
all.     And  if  it  be  done  in  this  case,  what  answer 
shall  be  given,  when  Congress  shall  becolled  upon, 
as  it  doubtless  will  be,  to  pursue  a  similar  course 
of  legislation  in  the  others?     It  will,  obviously,  : 
be  vain   to  reply  that  the  object  is  worthy,  but  i 
that  Ihe  application  has  taken  a  wrong  direction,  j 
The  power  will  have  been  deliberatively  assumed,  [ 
the  general  obligation  will,  by  this  act,  have  been 
acknowledged,  and   ihe   question   of  means   and 
expediency  will  alone  be  left  for  consideration. 
The  decision  upon  the  principle,  in  any  one  case, 
determines  it  for  the  whole  class.     The  question  , 
presented,  therefore,  clearly  is  upon  the  constitu-  1 
lionality  and  propriety  of  the  Federal  Government  i 
assuming  to  enter  into  a  novel  and   vast  field  of  i 
legislation,  namely,  that  of  providing  for  the  care 
and  support  of  all  those,  among  the  people  o{ iht 
United   States,  who,   by  any  form   of  calamity, 
become  fit  objects  of  public  philanthropy.  I 

I  readily,  and  I  trust  feelingly,  acknowledge  the 
duty  incumbent  on  us  all,  as  men  and  citizens, 
and  as  among  the  highest  and  holiest  of  our  du- 
ties, to  provide  for  those  who,  in  the  mysterious 
order  of  Providence,  are  subject  to  want  and  to 
disease  of'  body  or  mind,  but  1  cannot  find  any 
authority  in  the  Constitution  for  making  the  ■ 
Federal  Government  the  great  almoner  of  public 
charity  throughout  the  United  States.  To  do  so 
would,  in  my  judgment,  be  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  subversive  of 
the  whole  theory  upon  which  the  Union  of  these 
States  is  founded.  And  if  it  were  admissible  to 
contemplate  the  exercise  of  this  power,  for  any 
object  whatever,  I  cannot  avoid  the  belief  that  it 
woulil,  in  the  end,  be  prejudicial  rather  than, 
beneficial  to  the  noble  offices  of  charity,  to  have 
the  charge  of  them  transferred  from  the  States  to 
the  Federal  Government.  Are  we  not  too  prone 
to  forget  that  the  Federal  Union  is  the  creature 
of  the  States,  not  they  of  the  Federal  Union  ? 
We  were  the  inhabitants  of  Colonies  distinct  in 
local  government  one  from  the  other,  before  the 
Revolution.  By  that  devolution  the  Colonies 
each  became  an  independent  State.  They  achieved 
that  independence,  and  secured  its  recognition  by 
the  agency  of  a  consulting  body,  which,  from 
being  an  assembly  of  the  ministers  of  distinct 
sovereignties,  instructed  to  agree  to  no  form  of 
government  which  did  not  leave  the  domestic  con- 
cerns of  each  State  to  itself,  was  appropriately 
denominated  a  Congress.  When,  having  tried 
the  experiment  of  the  Confederation,  they  resolved 
to  change  that  for  the  present  Federal  Union,  and 
thus  to  confer  on  the  Federal  Government  more 
ampleauthority,they  scrupulously  measured  such 
of  the  functions  of  their  cherished  sovereignty  as 
they  chose  to  delegate  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. With  this  aim,  and  lo  this  end,  the  fathers 
of  the  Republic  framed  the  Constitution,  in  and 
by  which  the  independent  and  sovereign  States 
united  themselves,  for  certain  specified  objects  and 
purposes,  and  for  those  only,  leaving  all  powers 
not  therein  set  forth  as  conferred  on  one  or  another 
of  the  three  great  departments,  the  legislative,  the 
executive,  and  the  judicial,  indubitably  with  the 
States.  And  when  the  people  of  the  several  States 
had,  in  their  Stale  conventions,  and  thus  alone, 
given  effect  and  force  to  the  Constitution,  not  con- 
tent that  any  doubt  should,  in  future,  arise  as  to 
the  scope  and  character  of  this  act,  they  ingrafted 
thereon  the  explicit  declaration  that:  "Thepow- 
•  ers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Con- 
<  stitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
'  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
'  people." 

Can  it  be  controverled  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  business  of  Government  that  involved,  in  the 
social  relations,  the  internal  arrangements  of  the 
body-politici  the  mental  and  moral  culture  of  men; 
the  development  of  local  resources  of  wealth;  the 
punishment  of  crimes  in  general;  the  preserva- 
tion of  order;  the  relief  of  the  needy,  or  otherwise 
unfortunate   members  of  society,  did,  in   prac- 


tice, remain  with  the  Slates;  that  none  of  these 
objects  of  local  concern  are,  by  ihe  Conatiuilion, 
expressly  or  impliedly  prohibited  lo  the  Slates, 
ond  that  none  of^  them  are,  by  any  express  lan- 
guage of  the  Constilutioit,  transferred  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.'  Can  it  be  claimed  that  any  of  these 
functions  of  local  administration  and  legislation 
are  vested  in  the  Federal  Government  by  any  im- 
plication .'  1  have  never  found  anything  in  the 
Constitution  which  is  susceptible  of"  aurli  n  con- 
struclion.  No  one  of  the  enumerated  powers 
touches  the  subject,  or  has  even  a  remoteanalogy 
to  it.  The  powers  conferred  upon  the  United 
States  have  reference  to  Federal  relations,  or  tp  the 
means  of  accomplishing  or  executing  things  of 
Federal  relation.  So,  also,  of  the  same  character 
are  the  powers  taken  away  from  the  States  by 
enumeration.  In  either  case,  the  powers  granted 
and  the  powers  restricted  were  so  granted  or  so 
resiricled  only  where  it  was  requisite  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  harmony  between  the  Slates, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  common 
interests, and  defendinglheircommon  sovereignly, 
against  aggression  from  abroad  or  insurrection  at 
home. 

1  shall  not  discuss  the  question  of  power  some- 
times claimed  for  the  General  Government,  under 
the  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  gives  Congress  the  power  "  lo  layand 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defense  and 
general  wellare  of  the  United  Slates,"  because 
if  it  has  not  already  been  settled  upon  sound 
reason  and  authority,  it  never  will  be.  I  take 
the  received  and  just  construction  of  that  arti- 
cle, as  if  written  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,  in  order  to  pay  the  debts, 
and  in  or</er  to  provide  for  the  common  defense 
and  general  welfare.  It  is  not  a  substantive 
general  power  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  the 
United  Slates,  but  is  a  limitation  on  the  grant  of 
power  to  raise  money  by  taxes,  duties,  and  im- 
posts. If  it  were  otherwise,  all  the  rest  of  the 
Constitution,  consisting  of  carefully  enumerated, 
and  cautiously  guarded  grants  of  specific  powers, 
would  have  been  useless,  if  not  delusive.  It 
would  be  impossible,  in  that  view,  to  escape  from 
the  conclusion,  that  these  were  inserted  only  to 
mislead  for  the  present,  and  instead  of  enlighten- 
ing and  defining  the  pathway  of  the  future,  lo 
involve  its  action  in  tlie  mazes  of  doubtful  con- 
struction. Such  a  conclusion  the  character  of 
the  men  who  flamed  that  sacred  instrument 
will  never  permit  us  to  form.  Indeed,  to  sup- 
pose it  susceptible  of  any  other  construction 
would  be  to  consign  all  the  rights  of  the  Slates, 
and  of  the  people  of  the  States,  lo  the  mere  discre- 
tion of  Congress,  and  thus  to  clothe  the  Federal 
Government  wii4i  authority  to  control  the  sov- 
ereign States,  by  which  the  States  would  have 
been  dwarfed  into  provinces  or  departments,  and 
all  sovereignty  vested  in  an  absolute  consolidated 
cential  power,  against  which  the  spirit  of  liberty 
has  so  often,  and  in  so  many  countries,  struggled 
in  vain.  In  my  judgment  you  cannot,  by  tributes 
to  humanity,  make  any  adequate  compensation 
for  the  wrong  you  would  inflict  by  removing  ths 
sources  of  power  and  political  action  from  those 
who  are  to  be  thereby  alTecied.  If  the  time  shall 
ever  arrive  when,  for  an  objectappealing  however 
strongly  to  our  sympathies,  the  dignity  of  the 
Stales  shall  bow  to  the  dictation  of  Congress,  by 
conforming  their  legislation  thereto,  when  the 
power,  ond  majesty,  and  honor  of  those  who 
created  shall  become  subordinate  to  the  thing  of 
their  creation,  I  but  feebly  utter  my  apprehensions 
when  I  express  my  firm  conviction  that  we  shall 
see  "  the  beginning  of  the  end." 

Fortunately,  we  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  the 
purpose  of  the  Constitution,  any  more  than  as  to 
Us  express  language,  for,  although  the  history  of 
its  formation,  ns  recorded  in  the  Madison  papers, 
shows  that  the  Federal  Government,  in  its  present 
form,  emerged  from  Ihe  conflict  of  opposing  influ- 
ences, which  have  continued  to  divide  statesmen 
from  that  day  to  this,  yet  the  rule  of  clearly  de- 
fined powers,  and  of  strict  construction,  presided 
over  tneactual  conclusion  and  subsequent  adoption 
of  the  Constitution. 

President  Madison,  in  the  Federalist,  says: 
'  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Conati- 
'tution  to  the  Federal  Government  are  few  and 
'defined.  Those  which  are  to  remain  in  the 
'  Slate,governments,  are  numerous  und  indefinite. 
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*  Iw"  (the  Qeneral  Governmenl'B)  "jurisdiction 
'  extends  to  certain  enumerated  objects  only,  and 

*  leaves  to  the  several  States  a  residuary  and  invio- 
'  table  sovereignty  over  all  other  objects." 

In  the  same  spirit.  President  Jefferson  invokes 
"  the  support  of  the  State  governments  in  all  their 
rights  as  the  most  competent  administrations  for 
our  domestic  concerns,  and  the  surest  bulwark 
against  anti-republican  tendencies',"  and  President 
Jackson  said  that  our  true  streni;th  and  wisdom 
are  not  promoted  by  invasions  of  the  rights  and 
powers  of  the  several  States,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  consist  *■  not  in  binding  the  States 
more  closely  to  the  center,  but  in  leaving  each 
more  unobstructed  in  its  proper  orbit." 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  in  refusing  to 
confer  on  the  Federal  Government  any  jurisdic- 
tion over  these  purel]r~local  objects,  in  my  judg- 
ment, manifested  a  wise  forecast  and  broad  com- 
prehension of  the  true  interests  of  these  objects 
themselves.  It  is  clear  that  public  charities  within 
the  Slates  can  be  efficiently  administered  only  by 
their  authority.  The  bill  before  me  concedes  this, 
for  it  does  not  commit  the  funds  it  provides  to  the 
administration  of  any  other  authority. 

I  cannot  hut  repeat  what  I  have  before  ex- 
pressed, that  if  the  several  States,  many  of  which 
have  already  laid  the  foundation  of  munificent 
establishments  of  local  beneficence,  and  nearly  all 
of  which  are  proceeding  to  establish  them,  shall 
be  led  to  suppose,  as  they  will  be,  should  this  bill 
become  a  law,  that  Congress  is  to  make  provision 
for  such  objects,  the  fountains  of  charity  will  be 
dried  up  atnome,  aiid  the  several  States,  instead 
of  bestowing  their  own  means  on  the  social  wants 
of  their  own  people,  may  themselves,  through  the 
strong  temptation,  which  appeals  to  States  as  to 
individuals,  become  humble  suppliants  for  the 
bounty  of  the  Federal  Qovernment,  reversing 
their  true  relation  to  this  Union. 

Having  stated  my  views  of  the  limitation  of  the 
powers  conferred  b^  the  eighth  section  of  the  &rst 
article  of  the  Constitution,!  deem  ii  proper  to  call 
attention  to  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article, 
and  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  article,  bearing 
directly  upon  the  question  under  consideration; 
which,  instead  of  aiding  the  claim  to  power  exer- 
cised in  this  case,  tend,  it  is  believed,  strongly  to 
illustrate  and  explain  positions  which,  even  with- 
out such  support,  I  cannot  regard  as  questionable. 

The  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Consiftution,  is  in  the  following  terms:  "The 
■Congress  shall  hove  power  to  diipeae  of,  and 
'  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 

■  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution 

■  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claim 
■of  the  United  States.orof  any  particular  State." 
The  sixth  article  is  as  follows,  to  wit:  that  "  All 

■  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into, 

■  before  the  adoption  of  this   Constitution,  shall 

■  be  as  valid  agamst  the  United  States  under  this 
'  Constitution  as  under  the  Confederation." 

For  a  correct  understanding  of  the  terms  used 
in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  artitde,  above 
quoted,  referenqe  should  be  had  to  the  history  of 
the  times  in  which  the  Constitution  was  formed 
and  adopted.  It  was  decided  upon  in  convention 
on  the  17th  September,  1787,  and  by  it  Congress 
was  empowered  to  "  dispose  of,"  &e.,  "  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
'  States."  Theonly  territory  then  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  was  that  then  recently  ceded  by  the 
several  States,  to  wit:  by  New  York  in  1781,  by 
Virginia  In  1784,  by  Massachusetts  in  1785,  and 
by  South  Carolina  in  August,  1787,  only  the 
month  before  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 
The  cession  from  Virginia  contained  the  following 
provision: 

'*  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded 

■  to  the  United  Slates,  and  not  reserved  for,  orap- 

■  propriated  to,  any  of  the  before  mentioned  pur- 

■  poses,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers 

■  and  soldiers  of  the  American  Army,  shall  be  con- 

■  sidered  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit 

■  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or 
'  shall  become  members  of  the  Confederation  or 

■  Federal  Alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  in- 
'  eluded,  according  to  their  usual  respective  pro- 

■  portions,  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
'  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  Bona  fide  diiposed  af 

*  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 

■  whatsoever." 

Here  the  object  for  which  these  lands  are  to  b« 


disposed  of,  is  clearly  set  forth ;  and  the  power  to 
dispose  of  them  granted  by  the  third  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  clearly  con- 
templates such  disposition  only.  If  such  be  the 
fact,  and  in  my  mind  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  it, 
then  you  have  again,  not  only  no  implication  in 
favor  of  the  contemplated  grant,  but  the  strongest 
authority  against  it. 

Furthermore,  this  bill  is  in  violation  of  the  faith 
of  the  Government,  pledged  in  the  act  of  Janu- 
ary 38,  1847.  The  nineteenth  section  of  that  act 
declares,  "  That,  for  the  payment  of  the  stock 
'  which  may  be  created  under  the  provisions  of  this 
■act,  the  sales  of  the  public  lands   are  hereby 

■  pledged;  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the 

■  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  use  and  apply  all 

■  moneys  which  ntay  be  received  into  the  Treasury 

■  for  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  after  the  first  day 
'  of  January,  1848,  first  to  pay  the  interest  on  all 
'  stocks  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  secondly, 
*  to  use  the  balance  of  said  receipts,  after  paying 

■  the  interest  aforesaid,  in  the  purchase  of  said 
'  stocks  at  their  market  value,  &c.  The  debts 
theq  contracted  have  not  been  liquidated,  and  the 
language  of  this  section,  and  the  obligations  of 
the  United  States  under  it,  are  too  plain  to  need 
comment. 

I  Jiave  been  unable  to  discover  any  distinction, 
on  constitutional  grounds,  or  grounds  of  expedi- 
ency, between  an  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  directly  from  the  money  in  the  Treasury, 
for  the  object  contemplated, and  the  appropriation 
of  lands  presented  forpiy  sanction.  And  yet,  I 
cannot  doubt,  that  if  the  bill  proposed  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  support  of  indigent  insane  in  the 
several  States,  that  the  constitutional  question  in- 
volved in  the  act  would  have  attracted  forcibly 
the  attention  of  Congress. 

I  respectfully  submit,  that,  in  a  constitutional 
point  of  view,  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether 
the  appropriation  be  in  money  or  in  land. 

The  public  domain  is  the  common  property  of 
the  Union,  just  as  much  as  the  surplus  proceeds 
of  that,  and  of  duties  on  imports  remaining  un- 
expended in  the  Treasury.  As  such,  it  has  been 
pledged)  is  now  pledged,  and  may  need  to  be  so 
pledged  again  for  public  indebtedness. 

As  property,  it  is  distinguished  from  actual 
money  chiefly  in  this  respect:  that  its  profitable 
management  sometimes  requires  that  portions  of 
it  be  appropriated  to  local  objects,  in  the  States 
wherein  it  may  happen  to  lie,  as  would  be  done  by 
any  prudent  proprietor  to  enhance  the  sale-value 
of  his  private  domain.  All  such  grants  of  land 
are,  in  fact,  a  disposal  of  it  for  value  received;  but 
they  afford  no  precedent,  or  constitutional  reason, 
for  giving  away  the  public  lands.  Still  less  do 
they  give  sanction  to  appropriations  for  otnects 
which  have  not  been  intrusted  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  therefore  belong  exclusively  to  the 
States. 

.  To  assume  that  the  public  lends  are  applicable 
to  ordinary  State  objects,  whether  of  public  struct 
tures,  police, charity, or  expenses  of  State  admin- 
istration, would  be  to  disregard,  to  the  amount  of 
the  value  of  the  public  lands,  all  the  limitations  of 
the  Constitution,  and  confound,  to  that  extent,  all 
distinctions  between  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
States,  and  those  of  the  United  States.  For  if 
the  public  lands  may  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  poor,  whether  sane  or  insane,  if  the  dis- 
posal of  them  and  their  proceeds  be  not  sub- 
ject to  the  ordinary  limitations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, then. Congress  possesses  unqualified  power 
to  provide  for  expenditures  in  the  States  by 
means  of  the  public  lands,  even  to  the  degree  of 
defraying  the  salaries  of  Governors,  judges,  and 
all  other  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  internal 
administration  within  the  several  States.  The 
conclusion  from  the  general  survey  of  the  whole 
subject  is,  to  my  mind,  irresistible,  and  closes  the 
question,  both  of  right  and  of  expediency,  so  fsr 
as  regards  the  principle  of  the  appropriation  pro- 
posed in  this  bill.  Would  not  the  admission  of  such 
a  power  in  Congress  to  dispose  of  the  public  do- 
msin,  work  the  practical  abrogation  of  some  of  the 
most  important  provisions  of  the  Constitution  ?  If 
the  systematic  reservation  of  a  definite  portion  of 
the  public  lands  (the  sixteenth  section)  in  the 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  education,  and  occa- 
sional grants  for  similar  purposes  be  cited  as  con- 
tradicting these  conclusions,  the  answer,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  is  obvious  and  satisfactory.    Such 


I  reservations  and  grants,  besides  being  a  part  of 
the  conditions  on  which  the  proprietary  right  of 
the  United  States  is  maintained,  along  with  the 
eminent  domain  of  a  particular  Stale,  and  by 
which  the  public  land  remains  free  from  taxation 
in  the  Stale  in  which  it  lies,  as  long  as  it  remains 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  are  the  acts  of 
a  mere  land-owner,  disposing  of  a  small  share  of 
his  property  in  a  way  to  augment  the  value  of  the 
residue,  and  in  this  mode  to  encourage  the  early 
occupation  of  it  by  the  industrious  and  intelligent 
pioneer. 

The  great  example  of  apparent  donation  oftands 
to  the  States,  likely  to  be  relied  upon  as  sustaining 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  is  the  relinquishment  of 
swnmp  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  situ- 
ated; but  this,  also,  like  other  grants  alrevdy  re- 
ferred to,  was  based  expressly  upon  grounds 
clearly  distinguishable  in  principle  from  any  which 
can  be  assumed  for  the  bill  herewith  returned,  viz: 
upon  the  interest  and  duly  of  the  proprietor.  They 
were  charged,  and  not  without  reason,  to  be  • 
nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding 
country.  The  measure  was  predirated,  not  only 
upon  the  ground  of  the  disease  inflicted  upon  the 
people  of  the  States  which  the  United  States  could 
not  justify,  as  a  just  and  honest  proprietor,  but 
also  upon  an  express  limitation  of  the  application 
of  the  proceeds,  in  the  first  instance,  lo  purposes 
of  levees  and  drains,  thus  protecting  the  neaith  of 
the  inhabitants,  and,  at  the  same  time,  enhancing 
the  value  of  the  remaining  lands  belonging  to  the 
Qeneral  Qovernment.  It  is  not  lo  be  denied  that 
Congress,  while  administering  the  public  lands  as 
a  proprietor,  within  the  principle  distinctly  an- 
nounced in  my  annual  message,  may  sometimes 
have  failed  to  distinguish  accurately  between  ob- 
jects which  are  and  which  are  not  within  its  con- 
stitutional powers. 

After  the  most  careful  examination,  I  find  but 
two  examples  in  the  acts  of  Congress  which  fur- 
nish any  prscedent  for  the  present  bill,  and  those 
examples  will,  in  my  opinion,  serve  rather  as  a 
warning  than  as  an  inducement  to  tread  in  tb* 
same  path. 

The  first  is  the  act  of  March  3d,  18t9,  granting 
a  township  of  land  to  the  Connecticut  asylum  for 
the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  second  that  of  April  5th,  18S6,  making  a 
similar  grant  of  land  to  the  Kentucky  asylnm  for 
teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

The  first  more  than  thirty  years  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitutioi^  and  the  second  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

These  acts  were  unimportant  as  to  the  amount 
appropriated,  and,  so  far  as  1  can  tucerlain,  were 
passed  on  two  grounds:  first,  that  ths  object  waa 
a  charitable  one,  and  secondly,  that  it  was  na- 
tional. To  say  that  it  was  a  charitable  object,  is 
only  to  say  that  it  waa  an  object  of  expenditure, 
proper  for  the  competent  authority;  but  it  no  more 
tended  to  show  that  it  was  a  proper  object  of 
expenditure  by  the  United  States  than  is  any  other 
purely  local  object  appealing  to  the  best  sympa- 
thiesof  the  human  heart  in  anyof  the  States.  And 
the  suggestion  that  a  school  for  the  mental  culture  of 
the  deaf^and  dumb  in  Connecticut,  or  Kentucky, 
is  a  national  object,  only  shows  how  loosely  this 
expression  has  been  used  when  the  purpose  Waa 
to  procure  appropriations  by  Congress.  It  is  not 
perceived  how  a  school  of  this  character  is  other- 
wise national  than  is  any  establishment  of  rellgioua 
or  moral  instruction.  All  the  pursuits  of  indus- 
try, everything  which  promotes  the  material  or 
intellectual  well-being  of  the  race,  every  ear  of 
corn  or  boll  of  cotton  which  grows,  is  national  in 
the  same  sense;  for  each  one  of  these  things  goes 
lo  swell  the  aggregate  of  national  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  United  States;  but  it  confounds 
all  meaning  of  language  to  say  that  these  things 
are*'  national,"  as  equivalent  to"  Federal,"  so  as 
to  come  within  any  of  the  classes  of  appropria- 
tion for  which  Congress  is  authorized  by  the  Con- 
stitution lo  legislate. 

It  is  a  marked  point  in  the  history  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  when  it  was  proposed  to  empower 
Congress  to  establish  a  university,  the  proposi- 
tion was  confined  to  the  District  intended  for  the 
future  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  even  that  proposed  clause  was  omitted  in 
consideration  of  the  exclusive  powers  conferred 
on  Congress  to  legislate  for  that  District.  Could 
a  more  decisive  indication  of  the  true  construction 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  r^ard  to  all 
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maUrrs  of  ihi*  nature  have  been  given  ?  It  proves 
that  Bucli  objects  were  considered  by  the  conven- 
tion as  appertaining  to  lorjil  legislation  only,  that 
they  were  not  comprehended,  either  expressly  or 
by  implication,  in  the  grant  of  general  power  to 
Congress,  and  that,  consequently,  they  remained 
with  the  several  Slates. 

The  general  result  at  Which  I  have  arrived  is 
the  necessary  consequence  of  those  views  of  the 
relative  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  the  States 
and  of  the  Federal  Government  which  I  have  bmg 
entertained,  and  often  expressed,  and  in  reference 
to  which  my  convictions  do  but  increase  in  force 
with  lime  and  experience. 

1  have  thus  discharged  the  unwelcome  duty  of 
respectfully  slating  my  ohjeciions  to  thisbill,  with 
which  1  cheerfully  submit  the  whole  subject  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress. 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

WisiiiNGTON,  May  3,  1854. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  rise  to  submit  two  motions  to 
the  Senate.  The  first  is,  that  the  communication 
which  hits  just  been  read  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed.  It  is  usual  also,  I  believe,  to  enter  such 
communications  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  That  is  the  first  thing  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
has  made  no  motion  for  the  printing  of  extra 
numbers.  I  wish  to  submit  that  along  with  his 
motion.  We  ouijht  to  have  an  extra  number 
printed.  That  has  always  been  usual  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Will  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
designate  the  number.^ 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that  ten  thousand 
additional  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOT.  The  Senator  can  make  that  as  an 
independent  motion.  If  his  proposition  were  to 
printasmaller  number,  say  two  thousand,  I  would 
accept  it  as  a  modilicalioii  of  my  motion  to  print 
the  messiige  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia will  adhere  to  the  motion  to  print  the  number 
which  he  has  designated.  This  is  a  very  import- 
ant document,  and  should  be  generally  diffused 
among  the  people.  1  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of 
more  consequence  than  any  which  we  have  had 
Ixfure  us  at  this  session.  I  trust  the  proposition 
lo  print  ten  thousand  copies  will  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  FOOT.  That  cm  be  done,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  accept  that  as  a  modification  of  my  motion 
U>  print. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bright 
in  the  chair. )  The  message  will  be  entered  on  the 
Journal,  as  a  mntter  of  course.  The  first  question 
is  on  the  million  that  the  message  be  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  lnblo,mid   be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN.     Mr.  President, 

Several  Senators.  The  question  is  not  debat- 
able. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  motion  to  print  is  debat- 
able. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  is,  that  I  shall  submit  my 
proposition  as  n  separate  motion  after  his  shall 
have  been  disposed  of.  I  will  do  so. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Foot  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HUNTER.  1  now  move  that  ten  thou- 
and  adiliiioniil  copies  of  the  message  be  primed. 

Mr.  BnOWN.  That  is  «  debatable  question, 
I  presume. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is. 
Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  of  course  I  do 
not  wish  lo  say  a  word  as  to  the  number  of  copies 
of  this  message  which  should  be  printed.  I  would 
as  soon  vole  for  the  printing  of  twenly  thousand 
as  for  printing  ten  thousand  copies.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  every  reading  man  In  the  country  will 
examine  the  message,  and  examine  it  with  great 
care.  But  I  think  it  is  due  to  those  who  voted 
for  this  bill  that  something  shall  go  out  with  the 
message  to  arrest  public  attention,  and  induce  the 
public  mind  to  pause,  before  it  comes  to  too  hasty 
a  conclusion,  ns  to  thecorreclness  of  the  doctrines 
set  forth  in  that  paper.  I  certainly  do  not  intmd  to 
undertake  an  answer  to  a  carefully  prepared  State 
paper,upnnmerely  hearing  it  read  at  iheSecrelary's 
desk.  This,  however,  is  not  the  first  time  that 
the  subject  of  giving  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the 
insane  has  been  before  the  Senate.  It  was  here, 
according  to  the  record  which  lies  before  me,  in 
IS51,  and,  after  an  elaborate  discussion,  the  bill 


then  passed  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of  more  than 
two  to  one.  I  have  the  yeas  and  nays  before  me. 
On  thai  occasion  the  yeas  were  36,  and  the  nays 
16.  That  the  Senate  may  understand  who  it  was 
that  voted  in  fiivor  of  the  bill  at  that  time,  I  ask 
leave  to  read  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas 
were: 

"  Messrn.  Badger.  n.ildwin,  Bell,  Bi'nton,  Ocrrien,  Bor- 
land, Brailbury,  Ciiane,  Clark,  Cl.iy,  Cimpcr,  Davis  of 
Ma^Aai'tiuseu?,  Dawson,  Maytoii,  lluvvns,  Ewiiig,  Greene, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  .Miller,  Miirlon,  Nnrris,  I'earce,  Phelps, 
Prull.  Uusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Sniilll,  Soul^,  Sprilance, 
rilurgeiMi,  UndiTWoml,  Uphuui,  and  Wales — 36." 

The  nays  were; 

**  Mesfir?.  AtchifMin,  Cass,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dndrcof 
Wisconsin,  Dodge  nf  Iowa,  Felch,  Gwin,  Htuislon,  Hun- 
ter, Jones,  King,  Mason,  IttictI,  Turney, 'Walker,  and 
Yulec— 16." 

It  will  be  seen  by  an  analysis  of  the  vote  that 
some  of  the  most  rigidly  strict  constructionists  of 
the  Constitution  are  recorded  in  favor  of  the  bill; 
among  them  are  two  gentlemen  who  have  received 
the  highest  mark  of  the  President'sconsideration — 
Mr.  Borland  and  Mr.  Soulc.  They  are  strict 
constructionisia  of  the  southern  school;  and  they 
have  both  been  sent  abroad  on  missions  of  the  first 
class.  I  mention  this  fact  simply  that  the  country 
may  be  induced  to  pause  before  it  comes  to  too 
hasty  a  conclusion  in  reference  to  this  subject.. 

During  the  present  session  of  Congre.xs  the  bill 
has  been  under  consideration  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  On  iis  passage  the  yeas  were 
81,  nays  53.  It  was  discussed  there.  It  was  cer- 
tainly not  hastily  pn.ssed.  Afier  having  been 
before  Congress  for  several  years,  and  after  being 
pretty  elaborately  discussed  at  this  session,  and  at 
former  sessions,  it  has  passed  the  House,  if  not 
by  a  majority  of  two  lo  one,  certainly  by  a  very 
heavy  majority.  My  experience  is,  that  in  the 
House  they  divide  pretty  closely  upon  almost 
every  question  of  general  interest.  I  find  among 
the  yeas  many  gentlemen  of  acknowledged  ability, 
strict  constructionisia  of  the  Constitution,  good  \ 
Democrats,  men  who  have  never  been  suspected 
of  faltering  in  the  support  of  the  Constimiion.or  ! 
of  Democratic  principles.  The  .same  bill  was 
under  consideration  in  the  Senate  during  this  ses- 
sion, nnd  though  the  Senate  then  was  not  so  full 
as  itwas  in  1851,  when  the  former  vote  was  taken, 
the  bill  passed  this  body  a  second  time  by  a  ma- 
jority of  over  two  lo  one.  The  vote  was  25  to  Vi. 
The  yeas  upon  the  occasion  of  its  passage  were: 

"  Messrs.  Badger,  Belt,  Brown,  Chase,  Claylon,  Daw- 
son, Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fisli,K"nt, 
Geyer,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Jones  of'I'enliessee,  Mnr- 
ton,  Kiisk,  8eward,  Shields,  Siuarl,  Sninner,  Thoinpson  of 
Kentucky,  Wade,  and  Walker— 25." 

The  nays  were: 

"  Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Biitlcr,  Cass,  Clay,  Dodga 
ntlnwn,  Dniigtas,  Fiizpairick,  .Mason,  I'eltit,  Wellcr,  and 
Williams— li." 

I  do  not  say,  sir,  that  after  these  votes  the 
President  was  bound  to  approve  the  bill  against 
his  views  of  constiiutionnl  propriety,  lam  very 
far  from  finding  ony  fault  with  him  for  having 
sent  in  this  veto.  But  again  I  say,  that,  looking 
to  votes  like  these,  the  country  ought  to  pause 
before  it  comes  to  a  haaiy  conclusion  in  reference 
to  the  soundness  of  the  views  which  the  President 
has  put  forth.  It  i-  no  light  thing,  for  a  measure 
after  passing  the  Senate  twice  by  a  majority  of 
more  than  two  to  one,  and  after  passing  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  a  mnjoriiy  of  nearly 
two  to  one,  lo  encounter  an  Executive  veto.  If  it 
had  passed  hastily,  or  without  due  consideration, 
it  would  not  surprise  any  one  if  the  President 
should  arrest  it.  But  the  bill  before  us,  as  we  all 
know,  was  discussed  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
at  this  and  at  former  sessions. 

I  said  before  that  I  did  not  mean  lo  attempt  an 
answer  lo  the  arguments  of  the  President,  afier 
having  merely  hearil  his  message  read.  Some  of 
the  arguments,  i  confess,  struck  me  as  having 
force  in  them.  Some  others  seemed  to  me  to  have 
but  little  force.  This,  perhaps,  arose  from  the 
fact  that  I  had  heard  tliem  on  many  occasions 
before,  and  having  become  accustomed  to  them,  I 
did  not  regard  them  with  the  same  consideralioQ 
that  I  would  something  new. 

The  President,  in  the  outset  of  the  message, 
admits  that  this  is  a  measure  of  great  humanity, 
and  one  which  commends  itself  to  the  warmest 
sympathies  of  his  heart.  I  am  glad  he  said  so, 
because  1  apprehend  that  the  sentiment  will  find 
n  response  111  the  heart  of  every  American  citizen, 


of  every  friend  of  humanity,  whether  he  resides 
north  or  south,  east  or  west.  The  President  says 
that  eleemosynary  objects  or  purposes  are  not 
among  those  which  are  provided  for  in  the  Con- 
stitution. So  they  are  not  in  express  terms;  but 
does  Congress  never  legislate  upon  any  subject  in 
regard  to  which  it  has  not  been  expressly  auihor- 
i7.ed  lo  legislate?  If  not,  I  want  to  know  where 
we  get  our  authority  to  legislate  for  school  pur- 
fMwes.'  Tiie  President  makes  an  argument  to 
show  by  implication  that  we  have  the  power  lo  do 
that.  All  the  grants  that  have  been  made  from 
time  to  lime  for  school  purposes  are  sanctioned 
by  the  Constitution,  according  lo  his  construction 
of  it;  and  yet,  sir,  you  may  read  the  instrument 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  find  no  specific  ■"" 
power  to  make  grams  for  school  purposes.  If 
the  President  will  point  to  the  clause  which  au- 
thorizes grants  of  land  to  colleges,  I  will  show 
him  the  clause  which  authorizes  the  grant  pro- 
posed in  this  bill. 

But,  says  the  President,  if  we  legislate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insane,  where  are  we  to  stop.'  Are 
we  10  carry  our  benevolence  so  far  as  to  legislate 
for  the  protection  of  all  other  indigent  or  unfortu- 
nate classes.'  This,  you  will  see  at  once,  is  not 
an  argument  which  can  touch  ihe  question  of 
power,  but  it  is  simply  an  argument  which  reoches 
the  question  of  the  exercise  of  power.  If  you 
have  authority  to  do  this,  it  may  follow  that  you 
have  the  power  to  do  something  else;  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  because  you  do  this,  you  ought 
therefore  to  do  something  else.  If  you  have  the 
power  lo  make  an  appropriation  of  land  for  the 
protection  and  benefit  ot  the  indigent  insane,  it 
may  follow  that  you  have  the  power  to  make  an 
approfiriation  of  land  for  the  protection  and  benefit 
of  the  indigent  who  are  not  insane.  But  if  you 
exercise  the  power  in  the  one  case,  it  does  not 
necfsaarily  follow  that  you  must  exercise  it  in  the 
other. 

The  President  seems  to  think  that  in  this  matter 
the  Slates  will  be  brought  to  bow  to  the  authority^ 
of  Congress.  I  do  not  ihink  so  When  mjr 
Siaie  and  yours,  Mr.  President,  (Mr.  Bririit  oc- 
cupying the  chair,)  accepted  donations  of  land  for 
ficiiool  purposes,  for  common  schools,  and  for 
schools  of  a  higher  grade,  did  it  ever  enier  into 
your  head  or  mine  that  our  Stales  were  thereby 
humiliated,  and  were  bowing  as  paupers,  and  beg- 
gars, and  mendicanis,  to  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress.' No,  sir;  we  felt  that  we  were  receiving  a 
part  of  that  which  belonged  to  us,  that  we  were 
not  beggars,  but  that  Congress  was  giving  its  y 
assent  to  our  exercising  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
a  part  of  that  which  belonged  to  as  in  common 
with  our  fellow-citizens  of  all  the  States. 

The  President  seems  also  to  be  apprehensive 
that  if  we  go  on  legislating  in  this  way,  we  shall 
dry  up  all  the  sources  of  benevolence  in  the  States, 
and  that  the  people  of  the  Slates,  instead  of  taking 
care  of  their  indigent  insane,  their  poor,  their 
blind,  and  their  lame,  will  habitually  look  to  Con- 
gress for  the  protection  of  those  classes.  I  think 
not.  With  as  much  justice  migVt  you  say  that, 
if  you  receive  land  from  the  Government  for  the 
education,  in  part,  of  your  children,  this  will  in- 
duce the  Stales  to  look  to  Congress  for  the  means 
of  educating  all  the  children.  Did  it  ever  enter 
into  your  mind,  sir,  when  Congress  granted  your 
Stale  the  sixteenth  secti.in  of  land  in  each  town- 
ship for  school  purposes,  that,  by  the  Slale  ac- 
cepting it,  you  were  in  danger  of  becoming  men- 
dicants, begging  Coneress  to  make  appropriations 
for  ihe  education  of  all  the  children  in  your  Slate? 
I  apprehend  there  is  no  more  danger  of  our  be- 
coming beggars  at  the  footstool  of  Congress  for 
the  support  of  our  indigent  insane,  our  indigent 
blind,  nnd  our  poor  of  every  cla.ss,  if  we  accept 
a  grant  like  this,  than  there  has  been  that  we 
should  become  beggars  of  Congress  lo  educate 
all  our  children,  because,  in  days  gone  by,  we 
accepted  aid  from  Congress  to  educate  a  port  of 
them. 

But,  sir,  the  President  further  tells  us  ihat  this 
bill  is  in  violation  of  the  public  faith.  And  why? 
Because  the  land  stands  mortgaged  for  the  re- 
demption of  our  public  debt.  With  all  due  respect 
for  the  President,  I  must  stiy  that  this  argument 
does  not  strike  my  mind  with  great  force.  You 
have  more  money  in  the  Treasury  now  than  will 
satisfy  all  the  demands  against  it.  Your  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  out  in  the  market,  con-, 
stantly  buying  up,  at  a  large  premium,  the  bonds 
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of  the  GoTernment.  Instead  of  being  without 
money,  and  being  compelled,  in  gootT faith,  to 
keep  the  mortgaged  property  until  you  discharge 
the«bligations  which  are  resting  upon  it,  you  have 
more  money  than  will  satiafy  all  the  demands 
against  you. 

I  cannot  conceive  that  the  bill  is  in  violation  of 
the  public  faith,  because  in  disposing  of  the  lands 
as  the  bill  proposes,  you  are  nul.  putting  your- 
selves in  a  condition  to  avoid,  or  even  to  render 
dubious,  the  payment  of  your  public  debt.  But, 
•ir,  when  Congress  passed  a  bill  granting  millions 
upon  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  your 
soldiers,  the  public  domain  was  then  under  mort- 
gage. The  same  sort  of  obligation  rested  upon  it 
then  as  now.  The  same  thing  occurred  when  you 
passed  the  swamp  land  act.  When  you  granted 
millions  upon  millions  of  acres  of  land  for  railroad 
purposes,  you  granted  land  which  was  under  this 
same  mortgage.  It  is  true,  an  argument  is  made 
to  prove  that  if  you  grant  one  section  for  a  rail- 
road, the  next  is  doubled  in  value,  and  so  nothing 
is  given;  but  suppose  the  mortgagee  does  not  think 
ao;  and  suppose  it  does  not  turn  out  so;  is  the 
public  faith  violated?  The  President  iniroduces 
the  prudent  proprietorship  argument,  to  justify 
grants  to  railroads.  It  is  one  which  we  have  fre- 
quently heard,  and  it  always  strikes  me  withgreat 
force. 

But  if  Congress,  as  a  prudent  proprietor,  may 
grant  land  for  one  purpose,  saying  "  this  is  as  I 
would  dispose  of  it,"  where  does  the  President 
get  authority  to  say  to  that  proprietor,  "you  shall 
not  grant  it  for  another  purpose,  because  that  pur- 
pose does  not  strike  me  as  being  proper."  If  a 
prudent  proprietor  may  give  land  for  school  pur- 
poses, for  railroad  purposes,  for  internal  improve- 
ment purposes,  and  for  various  other  purposes,  as 
you  have  done  time  and  time  again;  and  if  the 
same  proprietor  concludes  that  he  may  give  a  little 
for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  indigent  in- 
sane, who  shall  dispute  his  right  to  do  so,  or 
restrain  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  judgment?  The 
|)eople  are  the  owners  of  the  soil,  and,  I  think,  if 
their  Representatives  say,  in  their  name,  that  this 
is  a  just  and  proper  disposal  of  the  land,  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  appropriate  it  in  this  way. 
That  is  my  judgment. 

One  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  President  jus- 
tifies our  giving  away  the  swamp  lands  is,  that,  by 
so  doing,  we  protected  the  public  health.  He  in- 
timates that  the  lands  were  subject  to  overflow, 
and  produced  miasma  and  malaria,  and  were  ex- 
ceedingly detrimental  to  thepublic  health.  Toget 
^  clear  of  this  nuisance,  it  was  a  prudent  disposition 
to  give  the  lands  to  the  States,  that  the  Slates 
might  drain  them,  and  thus  secure  the  public 
health.  This  is  the  argument  as  I  understand  it. 
Where,  sir,  do  we  get  power  to  protect  ihe  public 
heitlth  ?  Is  that  in  the  Constitution?  If  we  pro- 
tect the  public  health  in  a  Slate,  and  do  it  constitu- 
tionally, I  pray  you,  have  we  not  the  right  to  pro- 
tect the  indigent  insane  in  a  State,  under  the  same 
clause  in  the  Constitution  ?  If  Congress  mav  do 
anything  towards  protecting  the  public  health  in 
the  Slate  of  Arkansas,  or  Mississippi,  why,  by 
the  same  authority,  may  it  not  protect  the  indigent 
insane  in  Delaware,  or  Pennsylvania  ?  I  confess 
myself  wholly  unable  to  see  how  it  can  exercise 
the  one  power,  and<yet  be  constitutionally  denied 
the  right  to  exercise  the  other.  I  should  never 
have  thought,  myself,  of  such  an  argument;  but 
the  President  seems  to  rely  upon  it;  and,  therefore, 
I  take  it  for  granted  there  must  be  something  in 
it  more  than  I  have  seen. 

I  should  not  have  said  a  word  on  the  message 
at  this  time,  but  that  I  wanted  the  country  to  un- 
derstand when  they  enter  upon  the  investigation 
of  this  subject,  that  after  mature  dikcussion  in 
this  body,  the  bill  has  twice  passed  on  the  yeaa 
and  nays  by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to  one. 
I  want  that  this  point  may  be  understood;  that 
calm,  dispassionate  men  shall,  when  they  come  to 
investigate  the  subject,  take  into  account  the  fact 
that  while  the  President  has  felt  constrained  to 
TSto  this  bill  on  constitutional  grounds,  other  gen- 
tlemen of  high  legal  fame  have  taken  diflerent 
grounds;  that  there  are  arguments,  in  fact,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question.  A  right  minded  roan, 
a  man  of  proper  tnought,  ought,  in  justice  to  the 
Senate  end  House,  before  he  makes  up  his  mind, 
to  examine  and  see  what  the  arguments  are  that 
Justified' the  vote,  and  then  having  taken  the  oroi 
and  COM  into  the  i^cconnt,  having  investigated  both 


sides  of  the  question,  give  such  judgment  as  he 
feels  he  ought  to  render. 

1  voted  for  this  bill  when  it  was  before  the 
body;  and  upon  hearing  the  message  read  my 
convictions  of  its  constitutionality  have  not  been  at 
all  shaken.  I  will  read  the  message,  and  read  it 
again.  I  have  none  of  that  sort  or  pride  of  opin- 
ion, that  love  of  consistency,  which  will  inauce 
me  still  to  stand  by  the  bill,  if,  upon  a  careful  in- 
vestigation of  the  President's  areuments,  1  shall  be 
convinced  that  he  is  right  and  T  am  wrong.  But 
1  say  tliat  upon  hearing  the  message  read  from 
the  Secretary 'a  desk,  I  have  not  been  so  convinced. 
The  inclination  of  my  mind  now  is,  and  it  is 
strongly  so,  that  I  shall  record  my  vote  as  I  did 
before. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  no  one  will  suppose  that  in 
submitting  these  remarks,  and  in  taking  this  po- 
sition, I  am  becoming  in  any  degree  the  antago- 
nist of  the  President.  He  has  his  constitutional 
opinions  about  this  question ',  I  have  mine.  He 
acts  upon  his  convictions;  and  I  shall  act  on  mine. 
I  will  make  no  attack  upon  him;  far,  very  far 
from  it.  I  have  great  personal  respect  for  the 
President;  great  respect  for  him  as  a  politician 
and  as  the  head  of  the  great  party  to  which  I  be- 
long; and  1  arer  sure  he  will  not  lake  it  amiss  if  1 
say  that  I  have  yet  a  much  higher  respect  for  the 
distinguished  office  to  which  he  has  been  elevated 
by  the  American  people.  These  considerations, 
if  nothing  else,  would  restrain  me  from  saying 
anything  in  the  slightest  possible  degree  unkind 
in  regard  to  him,  or  of  the  paper  which  he  has 
sent  to  us.  But,  sir,  if  all  these  considerations 
were  out  of  the  way,  my  own  self  respect  would 
always  induce  me  to  speak  of  the  President  of  the 
Uncled  Stales,  and  of  any  paper  which  he  may 
send  to  either  House  of  Congress  with  becoming 
respect  and  consideration. 

Mr.  FOOT  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
arguments  of  the  message.  They  are  reserved  for 
revision,  and  will  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  Senator  from  Vermont  proposes  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  subject  until  Ivion- 
day  next> 

Mr.  FOOT.  Immediately  after  the  question 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  to 
print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  shall  be  disposed 
of,  I  will  submit  that  motion;  his,  I  believe,  is  a 
precedent  motion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Of  course;  therefore  the  pres- 
ent is  not  an  occasion  to  enter  upon  the  merits  of 
the  bill.  When  the  day  comes  lor  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question,  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, I  think,  sir,  will  be  able,  and  they  will, 
at  least,  be  willing,  to  meet  the  gentleman  upon 
issue  which  he  tenders  them,  and  if  they  shall  not 
be  able  to  vindicate  the  message,  the  fault  will 
not  be  that  of  the  President,  or  of  the  message, 
but  of  themselves. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  permit  the  present  oc- 
casion to  pass  away,  without  expresxing  my 
profound  gratification  at  the  course  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  pursued  in 
regard  to  this  bill.  In  my  opinion,  the  thanks  of 
the  people  are  due  to  him  for  arresting  a  measure 
which,  OS  I  am  happy  to  believe,  has  few  parallels 
in  the  past  history  of  our  legislation,  anii  for  in- 
terposing himself  between  the  Constitution  of  the 
country  and  a  blow,  the  mischievous  effects  of 
which  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  over-esti- 
mate, or  even  to  measure.  Sir,  the  man  who  saves 
and  preserves  the  barrier  which  the  Constitution 
has  imposed  between  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gen- 
eral and  the  State  Governments,  renders  a  service 
which  entitles  him  to  the  grateful  appreciation  of 
the  Americon  people,  for  he  makes  ^ood  the  only 
conditions  upon  which  the  experiment  of  free 
government,  which  we  are  now  trying,  can  result 
happily  and  successfully.  Sir,  it  may  be  that  it 
is  an  ideal  harrier,  an  abstraction,  if  you  will;  but 
I  venture  to  say,  that  behind  its  boundaries  lie, 
covered  and  protected,  more  of  human  happiness 
and  human  prosperity  than  ever  were  defended  by 
ramparts  of  brick  and  stone.  And,  sir,  he  who 
succeeds  in  successfully  defending  and  protecting 
these,  the  moral  defenses  of  a  country,  is  entitled 
more  to  the  thanks  of  the  people  than  the  mere 
man  of  war  who  holds  and  maintains  its  military 
lines. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  danger  of  the  tiroes, 
that  in  our  eager  pursuit  after  wealth  and  all  those 
material  objecta  in  which  we  take  so,  keen  an  in- 


terest, we  are  prone  to  forget  the  moral  bases  upon 
which  rest  our  happiness  and  our  security.  I  must 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  in  the  whole  course  of 
my  experience  in  legislative  life,  1  think  1  have 
never  known  a  period  in  which  less  regard  wa» 
paid  to  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion upon  the  powers  of  this  Government.  Ifor 
need  I  go  further  for  an-illustration  of  that  propo- 
sition than  to  the  very  bill  which  is  now  under 
consideration — a  bill  which  proposes  to  make  the 
States  the  agents  of  the  General  Government; 
which  assumes  to  say  upon  what  conditions  they 
shall  execute  their  own  local  and  monicipal  pow- 
ers, and  those  conditions  to  be  prescribed  by  this 
Federal  Government — a  bill  which  is  founded,  if 
upon  any  principle  at  all,  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  right  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  is  an 
unlimited  power  vested  in  this  Government,  or 
that  it  is  limited  only  by  the  positive  prohibiiions 
of  the  Ounstltution.  So  far  as  thepublic  lands  are 
concerned,  this  Government  is  supreme,  and  so 
far  as  they  can  afford  the  means,  it  may  assume 
and  exercue  any  power  which  is  not  positively 
prohibited  by  the  Constitution. 

But,  as  I  said  before,  it  is  not  toy  purpose  at 
present  to  enter  at  large  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  this  meaaure.  I  may  do  to  at  another 
time,  when  the  whole  question  is  fairly  before  us. 
I  have  felt,  however,  that  it  was  due  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  make  my  public  acknowledgment  to  bin 
for  the  manful  discharge  of  his  duly  upon  thia 
occasion.  I  rejoice  that  we  have  an  issue  made 
upon  principle,  and  that  something  has  been  done 
to  awaken  the  American  people  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  title  and  tenure  by  which 
they  may  expect  ta  secure  and  perpetuate  the 
happinesa  andT  the  prosperity  which  they  are^now 
enjoying.  I  am  t;lad  that  it  is  an  jsaue  of  princi- 
ple, a  greet  moral  and  political  issue,  upon  which 
the  President  and  most,  if  not  all,  of  his  friends 
may  be  willing  and  ready  to  stake  themaelves 
before  the  couniry. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  pur^ 
pose  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  question, 
until  the  Senate  has  at  least  signified  its  wish  to 
take  it  up  for  consideration;  but  I  desire  to  ex- 
press my  full  and  hearty  concurrence  in  the  mes- 
sage upon  your  table.  It  offers  a  prospect  of 
hereafter  administering  this  great  oalional  fond 
upon  some  sound  constitutional  principle.  There 
seem  to  be  two  leading  ideas  in  the  message. 
The  first  is,  that  the  public  lands  and  their  pro- 
ceeds are  subject  to  the  same  constitutional  re- 
Mreinla  in  their  appropriation  by  Congress  as  is 
any  other  fund  or  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  That  I  believe  to  be  a  sound  prin- 
ciple. The  second  idea  is,  that  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  land  itself,  we  should  be  governed  by 
the  same  rules  by  which  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
proprietor  would  be  governed  in  the  management 
of  his  estate  for  his  own  interest. 

By  observing  these  two  sound  principles  which 
are  enforced  by  the  President,  we  shall  settle  this 
question  upon  a  solid  and  proper  foundation.  I 
apprehend  that  many  of  the  cases  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  [Mr.  Foot]  has  cited  as  au- 
thorities, in  contravention  of  the  principles  of  the 
message,  will  be  found  to  be  in  conformity  to  the 
one  or  the  other  of  these  two  sound  principles; 
and  if  not,  if  they  fall  without  them,  the  burden 
will  be  upon  the  Senator  himself — and  a  weighty 
and  a  heavy  one  it  is — to  show  that  they  come 
within  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Ik 
is  true  there  may  be  much  excuse  found  in  the 
loose, — the  squandering  I  may  term  it  in  no  offen- 
sive sense, — use  of  this  branch  of  the  public  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  There  may  be  even 
some  excuse  found  for  this  bill,  and  for  its  being 
passed  with  full  consideration,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  we  have  departed,  especially  within  the 
last  six  or  eight  years,  from  all  sound  principles 
in  the  administration  of  this  fund.  Very  many 
of  the  cases  which  the  Senater  from  Vermont  has 
cited  were  violations  and  departures  from  princi- 
ple which  ought  to  be  eoually  subject  to  con- 
demnation with  the  bill,  which  has  brought  upon 
itself  the  condemnation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  Senator's  apparent  cen- 
sure of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  fdt 
sending  in  his  veto  under  the  circumstances. 
Whether  the  gentleman  may  consider  that  power 
to  be'wisely  reposed  in  the  President  or  not,  it  is 
given  by  the  Constitution  in  as  full,  ample,  and 
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complete  language  as  is  the  Senator's  power  to 
vote  for  or  Hgniii»l  the  bill  when  it  is  before  him. 
The  Constitution  provides  that  "  every  bill  which 
shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Represeniatives 
and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be 
submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
if  he  approve  il,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he 
shall  return  it,  with  his  objections. "  That  is  what 
he  has  done.  1  say,  this  power  in  the  President 
is  as  full,  ample,  complete,  and  unrestrained  (and 
was  intended  to  be)  as  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  or  any  other  member  of  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  to  vote  for  or  against  the  bill, 
according  to  his  judgment  of  its  constitutionality 
and  expediency.  The  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  broad.  It  gives  the  President  the  veto 
power  in  as  clear  terms  as  it  grants  the  legislative 
power  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

I  say,  sir,  that  this  message  promises  to  put  the 
administration  of  this  great  national  fund,  the  pub- 
lic domain,  upon  the  sound  basis  to  which  I  nave 
alluded.  I  trust  the  Senate  will  give  it  that  delib- 
eration which  the  Constitution  intended  that  it 
should  have.  Theeffectof  the  veto  is  only  to  sub- 
mit the  bill  to  a  more  severe  scrutiny,  and  a  calmer 
consideration  and  deliberation  of  this  body.  The 
gentleman  says  it  has  passed  the  Senate  twice;  but 
this  is  the  first  time  that  It  has  been  submitted  to 
the  President.  This  branch  of  Congress  and  the 
other  may  have  passed  it  once  before.  1  think  it 
has  passed,  as  a  great  many  other  metisures  have, 
which  have  not  met  my  approbation,  and  that  of 
a  great  many  other  gentlemen.  Oftentimes,  busi- 
ness is  conducted  in  such  a  way  that  some  of  us 
cannot  raise  these  great  questions.  The  grave  and 
important  considerations  which  are  urged  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  have  not  been 
brought  before  even  many  gentlemen  of  this  body. 
I  doubt  not  that  many  of  them,  on  a  calm  review, 
when  the  prospect  is  held  out  of  putting  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  public  lands  on  some  sound, 
constitutional  basis,  will  abandon  their  own  pre- 
vious course,  and  concur  in  placing  it  upon  a  basis 
more  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  When  the  Senate  think  proper  to  lake  up 
this  question,  I  shall  desire  to  be  heard  fully  in 
vindication  of  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  this 
subject,  but  I  wish  simply  to  say,  what  1  believe 
is  the  fact,  that  the  measure  which  has  been 
brought  tt>  the  attention  of  the  Senate  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  has  never  received  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  this  body.  I  think 
that,  considering  its  magnitude  and  the  importance 
of  the  doctrines  involved  in  the  question,  it  has 
been  less  discussed  than  almost  any  measure  of 
consequence.  I  doubt  very  much  whether,  at  the 
time  it  was  brought  before  the  Senate,  public  at- 
tention could  have  been  so  far  arrested  as  to  have 
resulted  in  such  a  discussion  as  would  produce 
much  good.  I  say  this  much,  in  justification  of 
the  Senate,  or  rather  of  those  Senators  who  may 
think  proper  to  review  their  vote  or  decision,  for 
judgment  1  will  not  coll  it.  The  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  the  trustee  of  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  has  thought  proper  to  exercise 
his  acknowledged  constitutional  power,  and  it  has 
brought  a  veiv  grave  issue  before  the  Senate — one 
upon  which,  I  think,  it  ought  to  pronounce  its 
deliberalejudgmeni,  aflera  full  discussion — what, 
in  fact,  I  believe  will  be,  for  the  first  time,  a  full 
discussion  upon  this  subject.  [  say  this  much  in 
juBiifiration  of  the  President:  1  do  not  think  the 
subject  has  (Tver  been  discussed,  either  in  this  or 
in  the  other  branch  of  Congress  as  fully  as  it 
should  be.  There  have  been  so  many  tributary 
streams  swelling  the  tide  of  Federal  power  in  re- 
lation to  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands,  that 
it  is  time,  I  think,  some  interposition  should  be 
made  by  some  Department  of  the  Government  to 
arrest  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  ar- 
rested or  not,  but  I  hope  it  will.  I  do  not  believe 
the  subject  ever  has  been  discussed  as  it  should 
be  in  this  body  or  in  the  other  House;  and  when 
it  shall  receive  a  full  discussion  from  those  who 
honestly  differ  in  regard  lo  the  doctrine  involved 
in  the  message,  I  shall  abide  by  the  decision;  but 
I  have  never  been  satisfied  with  the  apparent 
'udgment  which  has  been  pronounced  by  either 
oranch  of  Congress  on  this  measure. 

Mr.  DIXON.  Mr.  President,  it  Is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  principles 
•mbraced  in  the  message  which  has  just  been  read 


to  the  Senole,  but  I  rise  to  move  that  its  further 
consideration  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  a 
motion  to  prim  ten  thousand  copies,  and  that  must 
be  first  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DIXON.  As  I  am  up,  I  will  remark  that 
I  do  not  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  the 
President,  or  the  reasons  given  by  him  for  with- 
holding his  signature  lothe  bill;  and  I  shall  take 
occasion,  before  the  question  is  disposed  of,  to 
give  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country  the  reasons 
why  I  do  not.  The  President  has  taken  the 
gruund  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power 
lo  give  the  public  lands  to  the  Stales  for  benevo- 
lent purposes,  and  contends  that  if  Congress  has 
the  power  to  do  it  for  one  purpose  it  may  for 
another,  and  that  all  such  donations  are  usurpa- 
tions of  the  Federal  Government  of  the  rights  of 
the  States.  The  power  of  Congress  to  dispose  of 
the  public  lands  is  expressly  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution. It  "may  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  terri- 
tory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States."  How  the  territories  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  is  to  be  disposed 
of,  and  lor  what  purposes,  the  Constitution  does 
not  say.  The  territories  or  lands  of  the  United 
Slates  are  held  by  the  Federal  Government  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Slaies  and  for  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  and  any  donation  of 
then),  which  is  for  the  general  benefit,  is  not  only 
strictly  in  conformity  with  the  purposes  of  the  trust, 
but  unquestionably  within  the  powers  granted  to 
Congress  under  the  Constitution.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive how  It  is  that  the  donating  the  public  lands 
to  the  States  for  purposes  wise  and  benevolent 
can  be  considered  by  the  President  a  usurpation 
of  the  rights  of  the  States.  To  usurp  is  to  seize 
upon  something  wrongfully  which  belongs  to  an- 
other; but  when  the  bill  proposes  to  give  to  ihe 
States,  and  nut  to  take  from  them,  I  uni  wholly 
at  a  loss  t^  understand  how  and  upon  what  prin- 
ciple the  President  reconciles  it  to  the  idea  of  the 
Federal  Government  usurping  the  rights  of  the 
sovereign  States — I  have  yet  to  learn  that  Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  legislate  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  or  that  all  donations  of  lands  or  money 
for  their  benefit  were  in  violation  of  State  rights 
and  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  There  is  no 
Senator  on  this  floor  who  will  go  further  to  main- 
tain the  rights  of  the  States,  as  reserved  to  them 
by  the  Federal  Constitution,  than  1  will;  but  to 
maintain  that  the  Congress  has  no  power  to  make, 
and  the  Stale  governments  no  power  to  receive, 
such  donations  as  are  contemplated  in  Ihe  bill 
which  the  President  has  returned,  with  his  objec- 
tions, to  the  Senate,  is,  in  my  judgment,  uphold- 
ing the  rights  of  the  States  wiih  a  vengeance.  [ 
am  no  latitudinarian  in  the  construction  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  perhaps  would  go  as 
far  as  any  Senator  on  this  floor  in  maintaining 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Slates,  and  of 
keeping  separate  and  apart  the  powers  which 
propeily  belong  to  the  jtederal  Government  and 
those  justly  appertaining  to  the  Slates.  Uul  I 
cannot  understand  liow  it  is  that,  if  the  Federal 
Government  can  exercise  the  constitutional  power 
of  making  a  grant  of  lands  for  one  benevolent 
object,  it  may  not  do  il  for  another,  it  has  ap- 
propriated lands  for  roads  and  canals;  it  has 
donated,  in  ell'ect,  a  large  amount  of  the  public 
lands  lo  assist  a  Stale  in  paying  oflf  her  public 
debt;  it  has  appropriated  lands  to  educational  pur- 
poses in  the  btates  in  which  the  lands  lie;  it  has 
given  ihem  to  Stales  within  which  they  do  not  lie 
fur  similar  purposes;  it  has  appropriated  large 
sums  of  money  to  the  building  of  marine  hospitals 
in  different  State>-,  to  minister  to  the  wants  and 
comforts  of  the  unfortunate  and  wretched  class  of 
citizens  described  in  the  diflTerent  acts  making  the 
appropriations.  It  has  given,  time  and  again, 
large  sums  of  money,  and  large  portions  of  the 
public  lauds,  for  other  purposes — some  benevolent 
and  some  speculative, and  all  withoutany  express 
grant  of  power  under  the  Federal  Constitution; 
and  now,  when  we  are  about  to  vote  away  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  acres  of  the  public  domain 
10  all  such  ns  may  settle  on  them,  whether  they 
be  citizens  or  foreigners,  we  are  gravely  told  by 
the  President  that  a  grant,  by  Congress,  of  a  por- 
tion of  this  same  public  domain,  for  an  object  the 
most  humane  and  the  most  benevolent,  and  which 
appeals  most  strongly  to  the  sympathies  of  every 
heart  capable  of  feeling  for  the  misfortunes  of  tha 


most  unhappy  of  mankind,  is  interdicted  by  the 
spirit  of  the  Conslituiion,  and  a  violation  of  the 
rights  and  an  encroachment  on  the  sovereignty  of 
ihe  States. 

I  will,  at  a  proper  time,  take  occasion  to  present 
to  the  Senate  the  reasons  why,  in  my  opinion^ 
the  bill  which  has  not  received  the  sanction  of  lh« 
President  is  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country,  and  strictly  in  harmony 
with  the  uniform  legislation  of  Congress.  I  think 
1  shall  be  able  lo  demonstrate  this,  at  least  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  do  so,  and  to  show  that  this  bill,  be- 
nevolent in  its  purposes,  is  strictly  in  conformity 
with  the  principles  on  which  this  Government  has 
heretofore  acted,  and  strictly  in  conformity  with 
thegreat  principles  upon  which  it  should  act  under 
the  Cunetiluiioii  of  the  United  Slates.  Rut,  as  I 
before  remarked,  it  is  not  my  purpose  now  lo 
discuss  the  question.  I  merely  wished  lo  define 
my  position  in  relation  toil,  as  it  is  now  presented 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  President,  very  great  grati- 
fication has  been  expressed  by  two  or  three  hon- 
orable Senators  upon  this  occasion,  and  it  has 
been  said  that  now  we  may  have  some  hope  of 
bringing  this  Government  within  the  pale  and 
limits  of  the  Constitution  in  disposing  of  this  great 
common  fund,  the  public  domain  of  the  country. 
One  honorable  Senator,  I  believe,  alluded  to  what 
we  have  often  heard  stated  upon  this  floor  by 
several  Senators,  that  our  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands  heretofore  has  been  wosieful.  Either 
the  same,  or  another  Senator,  has  said  to-day, 
that  it  had  been  upon  no  principle.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia,  now  congratulates  the  Senate  and 
the  country  that  we  are  to  havethis  question  made 
upon  some  great  moral  principle,  to  bring  back 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  this  Government  in 
relation  lo  this  great  national  fund  within  the  limits 
of  the  Constitution,  and  in  conformity  with  its 
principles.  Now,  I  wish  some  of  those  honor- 
able Senators  to  tell  me  in  what  has  consisted  this 
great,  irregular,  unconstitutional  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  and  upon  what  do  they  found  this  ex- 
traordinary gratification  on  this  occasion  at  the 
prospect  of  having  a  change,  for  I  suppose,  front 
what  has  been  said,  that  they  propose  a  change  in 
the  practice  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  public  lands. 

1  do  not  mean  to  cite  the  occasional  appropria- 
tions which  have  been  heretofore  made  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  with  o  view  to  rely  upon  them;  such,  for 
example,  as  the  township  of  land  to  Connecticut 
to  found  an  institution  for  the  instruction  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb  in  1SI9,  and  a  similar  appropria- 
tion to  Kentucky,  at  a  subsequent  period  in  1836. 
Take  out  all  these  occasional  appropriations,  ex- 
clude them  entirely  from  the  argument,  throw  them 
aside  OS  being  irregular,  and  what  do  we  find  ?  i 
may  say  here,  in  passing,  thai  such  appropriations 
as  these  constitutea  very  small, and  almost  invisi- 
ble fraction  of  the  enormous  amount  of  the  public 
land  which  has  been  appro[iriated.  I  havenotex- 
amined  llie  reports  or  public  document  from  the 
Departments  in  relation  to  the  subject,  but  I  know 
It  is  said  that  a  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  Ihe 
public  lands  have  heretofore  been  appropriated 
— not  sold,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  Treasury; 
but  this  large  quantity  of  land  has  been  given  to 
the  Slates  in  which  the  lands  lie  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  and  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  them 
in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. It  was  only  a  few  years  ago,  as  you  Know, 
sir,  that  we  appropriated  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  land,  with  scjircely  any  debate 
or  controversy  in  the  Senate,  for  the  construction 
of  a  canal  around  the  falls  at  the  Sault  Si.  Mary 
— to  overcome  obstructions  in  the  straits,  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior. 

The  great  mass  of  these  appropriations  has 
been  for  the  support  of  internal  improvements, 
and  for  laying  the  foundations  of  a  system  of 
schools  and  education  in  the  new  Slates.  Then 
again  they  have  received  large  grams  of  swamp 
lands;  but  lake  them  out  of  view,  regard  them  as 
not  constituting  one  of  the  items  about  which  the 
old  Slates  should  complain;  suppose  they  should 
amount  to  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  acres,  still 
there  would  remain  sixty  or  seventy-five  millions 
of  acres  which  have  been  voled  away  for  the  gen- 
eral purposes  which  I  have  enumerated — for  in- 
ternal improvements  and  educational  purposes  in 
the  new  States. 

1  say,  that  taking  out  of  the  calculation  alto- 
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gether  the  swamp  lands,  and  Ibe  Connecticut  ap- 
propriation in  1819,  and  the  Kentucky  appropria- 
tion in  1836,  and  similar  appropriations,  there 
•till  remain  sixty  or  seventy  millions  o(  acres 
which  it  is  contended  have  been  improperly  ap- 
propriated. This  is  the  greet  national^  fund,  as  I 
understand,  which  gentlemen  say  has  been  wasted. 
The  Senator  from  Georgia  said  this  message  is 
an  attempt  to  ingraft  a  new  principle  upon  which 
these  public  lands  are  hereafter  to  be  ap])roprialed , 
and  it  is  therefore  that  he  urges  and  others  urge 
that  a  pause  in  the  legislation  of  the  country  is  to 
be  made,  and  that  we  are  at  liberty  now  to  con- 
sider whether  we  will  not  reform  the  practice  of 
the  Qovernment,  and  its  former  course  in  relation 
to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Will  my  friend  from  Tennes- 
see allow  me,  at  this  point,and  in  this  eonneetion, 
to  state  one  hiRtorical  fact  I 

Mr.  BELL.     With  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  BRUWN.  In  the  year  1803,  I  think,  a 
law  passed  Congress,  endowing  a  college  in  Mis- 
sissippi with  Ihe  grant  of  a  township  of  land. 
That  college  was  located  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  State.  There  were  no  public  lands  anywhere 
in  the  vicinity,  but  some  twenty  years  afterwards 
the  land  was  located,  much  of  it  two  hundred 
miles  away  from  the  college,  so  that  the  existence 
of  the  college  there  could  have  had  no  influence 
whatever  upon  the  price  of  the  land,  and  that 
could  not  have  been  any  part  of  the  consideration 
in  making  the  grant. 

Mr.  WELLER.  That  was  in  the  Territory, 
and  not  in  the  State,  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  suppose  the  power  of  Con- 
gress overpublic  lands  is  the  same  in  the  States 
as  in  the  Territories,  if  it  be  the  proprietor.  Mr. 
JelTerson  was  President  at  the  time,  and  he  ap- 
proved that  bill.  It  was  among  the  earliest  grants 
of  public  lands  which  were  made.  If  he  was  not 
among  the  strictest  constructionists  of  the  Con- 
stitution, I  confess  I  have  never  known  or  read  of 
anybody  who  was. 

Mr.  BELL.  There  are,  no  doubt,  numerous 
eases  of  that  kind ;  but  I  was  taking  a  brief  and 
general  view  of  the  question,  in  order  to  extract, 
if  I  could,  an  answer,  especially  from  the  Senator 
of  Virginia,  to  the  inquiry  which  I  was  proposing. 
I  remember  that  five  hundred  thousand  acres  were 
at  one  time  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Cleveland  canal  in  Ohio.  I  have  not  heard  any- 
thing of  that  improvement  for  a  long  while.  An- 
other appropriation  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
was  mads  for  Alabama,  at  about  the  same  period 
of  time.  The  inquiry  which  I  was  about  pro- 
posing was  this:  wh*t  is  it  that  it  is  proposed  to 
check?  What  practice  of  the  Government  is  it, 
what  past  course  is  it,  that  is  so  much  deprecated  ? 
And  why  is  this  degree  of  gratification  expressed 
at  the  veto  of  this  bill,  appropriating  ten  millions 
of  acres  for  the  benefit  of  the  insane  in  every  State 
of  the  Union,  in  as  equitable  a  proportion  to  each 
as  it  is  possible  and  practicable  for  legislation  to 
accomplish  ?  The  complaint  has  been  hereto- 
fore that  the  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  acres  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  or,  including  the  swamp 
lands,  one  hundred  millions  of  acre*,  have  been 
appropriated  to  objects  exclusively  within  the  new 
States.  The  old  Suites  have  felt  it  to  be  a  griev- 
ance, an  injustice,  a  wrong  in  the  practice  of  the 
Government,  thus  partially  and  unequally  to  dis- 
tribute this  great  national  property,  which  belongs 
to  all  the  States,  which  was  purchased  by  the 
common  treasure  of  the  country,  for  the  equal 
benefit  of  all  the  Slates. 

Does  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  un- 
derstand that  the  principles  of  this  message  will 
equalize  the  appropriation  of  Ihe  public  domain 
hereafter  as  among  all  the  Stales,  and  that  this 
inequality  which  has  been  felt  to  be  so  great,  and 
of  which  80  many  complaints  have  been  made,  is 
to  be  corrected !  Is  that  the  meaning  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Virginia,  in  the  very  earnest 
and  eloquent  appeal  which  he  has  made  on  behalf 
of  the  principles  of  this  message? 

Are  we  to  have  another  fifty  millions,  or  one 
hundred  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  appro- 
priated in  the  same  way  hereafter?  Or,  does  he 
understand  that  the  principles  of  the  message  put 
an  end  for  the  future  to  all  such  appropriations  or 
donations  to  the  new  State*  I 

I  do  not  mean,  now,  to  go  into  the  argument  of 
the  question,  whether  that  ineauality  is  justified 
opoa  the  principle  alluded  to  oy  the  honorable 


Senator  from  Georgia,  which  seems  to  be  satis- 
factory to  himself;  that  is,  ihst  these  grants  to  the 
new  States  are  nothing  more  than  what  a  prudent 
proprietor  would  do  in  making  an  expenditure  for 
the  improvement  of  his  estate.  1  do  not  propose, 
now,  to  go  into  that  inquiry,  and  see  whether  that 
be  a  solid  ground  for  any  distinction  at  all.  1  have 
myself,  as  it  is  well  known,  voted  generally  for 
those  appropriations  on  great  public  and  general 
considerations,  regarding  them  as  redounding  to 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  country,  as  well  as  to  the 
advantage  of  the  individual  Slates,  to  whom  these 
appropriations  were  made;  for  I  hold  that  no  rail- 
road can  be  constructed  throughout  the  extent  of 
Illinois,  or  Missouri,  or  Iowa,  or  of  Arkansas, 
which  does  not  contribute  to  the  general  welfare, 
and  the  increase  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country.  But,  nevertheless,  when  you 
come  to  the  question  of  the  power  of  Congress 
thus  to  discriminate,  and  when  ihe  President  him- 
self assumes  the  principle  that  when  we  appropri- 
ate land  it  is  the  same  as  though  we  appropriate 
money,  the  question  becomes  a  much  more  im- 
portant one.  We  all  know  that  the  accumulated 
volume  of  wealth  that  flows  into  every  part  of 
this  Union,  is  added  to  by  a  public  improvement 
made  in  any  part  of  it;  and  yet  we  know,  that  the 
most  considerable  benefit  is  derived  to  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood,  locality,  or  State,  or  Ter- 
ritory in  which  these  improvements  are  made. 
Does  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  under- 
stand the  principles  of  this  message  ns  being  such 
as  will,  for  the  future,  remove  that  objection  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  public  lands  have  heretofore 
been  so  unequally  disposed  of? 

I  am  not  able  to  state  the  fact  from  any  careful 
examination  of  my  own,  but  I  am  told  that  ell 
the  money*  receivM  into  theTreasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  the  public  lands,  taking  them  alto- 
gether, have  not  remunerated  the  common  treas- 
ury of  the  country,  or,  at  least,  not  igore  than 
remunerated  it,  for  the  expense  of  the  purchase 
and  acquisition  of  the  public  lands,  and  for  the 
cost  of  surveying  and  selling  them,  without  inclu- 
ding the  lands  eivrn  to  the  several  new  States. 
This  is  a  fact  which  should  have  some  influence 
on  u*.  " 

Now,  air,  this  question  i*  becoming  one  of  more 
importance,  and  one  requiring  much  grsver  con- 
■ideration  than  I  had  supposed,  end  I  wish  to 
ascertain,  if  I  can,  what  is  the  understanding  of 
honorable  Senators,  who,  perhaps,  have  compre- 
hended the  principles  upon  which  the  President 
has  proceeded,  more  correctly  than  1  have  in  re- 
gard to  it.  1  presume  that,  standing  in  the  relation 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  does  to 
the  public  administration  of  the  country,  he  has 
ascertained  what  the  principles  of  the  message 
are,  and  has  not  been  dependent  upon  a  casual 
reading  of  the  document  to-day  from  the  Secreta- 
ry's desk,  for  a  knowledge  of  it*  contents;  but 
that  its  principle*  have  been  well  considered  and 
matured,  end  that  he  is  aware  of  them.  What  I 
wish,  if  I  can  get  at  it  now,  is  to  know  whether 
it  is  the  understanding  of  that  honorable  Senator 
that  no  more  land  appropriations  are  to  be  made 
in  the  manner  that  has  given  rise  to  so  much  com- 
plaint in  the  old  States.  I  should  be  pleased  also, 
to  hear  from  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  on  this  subject.  I  make  this  request 
with  great  confidence,  that  I  am  not  trespassing  on 
any  rule  of  propriety  in  propounding  the  question. 

There  has  been  great  complaint  on  the  part  of 
the  old  States,  on  account  of  tne  enormous  magni- 
tude and  quantity  of  the  public  domain  given  for 
purposes  of  local  improvement  in  the  States  in 
which  the  public  land  happens  to  lie,  while  not  an 
acre  has  been  given  to  the  other  Stales,  who  are 
destitute  of  public  lands,  to  aid  in  making  their 
public  improvements.  The  consequence  is,  thst 
the  new  States,  though  the  junior  sisters  of  Ihe 
Union,  are  far  in  advance  of  some  of  their  older 
sisters  in  works  of  internal  improvement,  because 
the  old  States  have  not  had  this  liberality  extended 
to  them  by  the  General  Government.  I  have  no 
strict  right,  perhaps,  to  call  on  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  for  an  &^wer  lo  my  questi.on, 
but  after  what  has  been  raid,  I  think  it  is  due  to 
the  country  that  we  should  know  what  that  hon- 
orable Senator  understands  to  be  the  extent  of  the 
principle,  or  the  limitation  of  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  President. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  i  did  not  inUnd,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, to  engage  in  the  general  discussion  of  this 


question  now,  as  there  seemed  to  be  an  under- 
standing on  the  part  of  the  Senate  that  it  should 
be  postponed  till  next  Monday.  I  hoped  that 
when  that  understanding  was  arrived  at,  the  dis- 
cussion would  have  been  entirely  dropped  until 
that  time,  so  that  we  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  reading  the  message,  and  could  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion after  full  preparation,  and  with  a  thorough 
understanding  of  its  principles.  But  certain  things 
have  been  said  by  some  Senators  here  which  I 
deem  it  proper  to  notice  at  this  time.  Much  ha* 
been  said  about  the  extravagant,  the  wasteful  dis- 
position which  has  been  made  of  the  public  land* 
in  the  grants  to  the  new  States.  The  Senator 
from  Tennessee  thinks  that  perhaps  one  hundred 
millions  of  acres  have  been  appropriated  for  them, 
and  that  the  rapid  growth  and  advancement  of 
those  new  States  are  attributable  to  the  bounty 
of  the  Federal  Government. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  said  nothing  on  that  subject.  I 
said  that  in  consequence  of  those  appropriations 
of  land  they  were  far  in  advance  in  their  systems 
of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
talked  about  "  unclean  "  legislation,  and  railroad 
grants,  and  land  monopolists,  and  land  specula- 
tors, aaif  there  were  something  dishonorable  and 
corrupt  in  that  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  new 
Stales.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  repre- 
sentatives nf  the  new  Slates  here  have  ever  advo- 
cated grants  of  land  to  them  upon  an  jr  other  prin- 
ciple than  that  recognized  in  the  President's  veto 
message  now  upon  your  table;  that  is,  upon  th« 
principle  of  what  a  landholder  would  do  for  the 
improvement  and  management  of  his  own  estate. 
My  own  Slate  has  received  a  very  large  grant  of 
land  for  rnilroad  purposes,  it  is  true.  Every  Sen- 
ator will  bear  me  witness  that  I  based  its  advocacy 
on  that  ground,  and  upon  none  oiher.  1  placed 
it  upon  the  ground  that  you  had  lands  ihere  which 
you  had  offered  for  sale  for  from  twenty  to  forty 
>  year*  at  f  I  S25  per  acre,  and  could  not  sell;  but 
i  we  said,  if  you  would  give  us  half  the  land  on 
condition  that  we  should  construct  a  railroad,  w« 
would  enable  you  to  sell  them  at  )3  50  an  acre. 
Sir,  the  facts  prove  that  the  nredictinn  has  been 
realized.  The  lands  have  readily  and  rapidly  sold 
at  i3  50,  where  you  could  not  get  |1  25  for  them 
be^re  the  grant. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Will  my  friend  from  Illinoia 
allow  me  a  word  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Does  not  the  Senator  know 
that  within  the  last  few  week*  we  have  passed  a 
bill  authorizing  a  very  considerable  quantity  of 
this  same  land  to  be  taken  at  f\  25  per  acre,  and 
the  President  has  approved  it  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  BROWN.    I  know  it. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    In  Illinois? 

Mr.  BROWN.  In  all  the  States  where  w« 
have  made  such  railroad  grants. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  forget  the  title  of  it,  but  it* 
provision  is  that  all  who  occupied  the  land,  and 
who  were  on  it  at  the  time  the  President  took  it 
out  of  the  market,  whether  before  or  after  the 
grant,  shall  have  their  land  for  f  1  25  per  acre. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  It  is  to  secure  preemption 
rights. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  That  is  to  say,  it  allows  th« 
settlers  to  do  this  if  they  had  secureil  preemption 
rights  before  ihe  passage  nf  the  grant. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon; 
the  preemption  right  was  not  secured.  If  the  pre- 
emption nght  was  secured ,  there  was  no  necessity 
for  additional  l^islation.  It  was  precisely  be- 
cause the  settler  had  not  secured  his  preiempiion 
that  you  were  compelled  to  come  in  and  secure  it 
to  him. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  It  was  an  inchoate  preemp- 
tion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  can  only  say,  that  if  a  law 
has  passed  reducing  the  price  of  any  of  the** 
lands  from  f3  50  to  f  I  25  per  acre  in  my  State,  it 
was  unnecessary,  and  I  should  not  Hlive  advised 
it  to  be  done. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  can  assure  the  Senator  that 
it  has  been  done;  and  the  President  ha*  approved 
the  bill 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
will  allow  me,  I  can  explain  what  that  is;  and  I 
think  it  will  be  seen  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi  i*  *ligbtly  mistaken. 
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Mr.  BROWN.  Isliould  be  glad  to  be  corrected , 
if  I  am. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  law  was  intended,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  apply  simply  to  the  Slate  of  Ar- 
kansa:<,  for  it  was  not  known  that  any  difficulty 
of  the  kind  existed  elsewhere  in  the  United  States; 
but  upon  a  suggestion  the  bill  was  inade  general, 
and  its  effect  is  simply  this:  Where  settlers  were 
upon  the  public  lands,  occupying  aiid  cultivating 
them  for  purposes  of  preemption,  prior  to  any 
grant  at  all  having  been  made,  and  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  law  in  proving  their  preemptions, 
this  law  was  made  to  remedy  that  evil,  and  the  effect 
of  It,  as  the  Senator  will  see  in  a  moment,  is  simply 
to  be  precisely  what  it  would  be  if  the  land  had 
been  sold.  It  does  not  affect  the  terms  on  which 
grant-t  are  made  at  all.  The  principle  remains 
unaffected. 

Mr.  BROWN.     I  understand  it  difTerently. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  do  nut  think  it  is  material 
to  this  ar<;unicnt. 

Mr.  BROWN.     But  I  think  it  is 

TheHRKSIDINU  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  lllirii>i.-<  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.     1  will  yield  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Unless  the  Senator  is  willing, 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  a  word;  but  I  understand 
the  principle  involvetl  in  the  bill  to  be  this,  that  if 
there  was  a  settler  upon  the  land  before  it  was 
withdrawn  from  sole  by  the  President's  proclama- 
tion, either  in  anticipaiion  of  a  grant  or  after  a 
grant  had  been  made,  then,  notwithstanding  the 
grant  has  been  made  and  his  rights  have  been  cut 
off,  the  act  steps  in  and  allows  him  to  take  the 
land  at  $1  25  an  acre.  If  he  had  been  entitled  to 
the  preemption,  as  I  have  said  before,  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  the  additional  legisla- 
ti"n.  It  was  precisely  because  he  was  not  enti- 
tled to  the  preemption  that  Congress  stepped  in 
and  gave  it  to  him.  Therefore,  if  you  have  the 
right  to  take  one  quarter  section  of  land  which 
you  had  raised  to  ^3  50  an  acre,  because  you  had 
given  the  adjoining  quarter  section  for  a  railrood, 
and  hence  made  it  worth  02  50  an  acre,  and  re- 
duce it  to  jil  23,  the  original  price  of  the  land,  the 
principle  is  established  that  you  may  reduce  the 
whole  of  it,  if  you  think  proper,  to  the  some  stand- 
ard; because  if  you  can  reduce  one  eighth,  you 
may  reduce  the  whole;  your  jurisdiction  and 
jiower  over  the  one  eighth  is  your  jurisdiction 
and  power  over  the  whole.  Now  I  wish  to  say, 
lest  there  should  be  any  misconception  as  to  my 
posiiion  on  the  subject,  that  I  approved  that  act. 
I  voted  for  it  most  cordially;  and  if  it  should  come 
here  a  thousand  times,  1  would  vote  for  it  a  thou- 
sand limes  over,  justifying  myself  every  lime 
under  ihat  clause  of  the  Consliliition  which  gives 
Congress  the  power  "  to  dispose  of"  the  public 
lands,  which  1  opprehend  is  a  power  unlimited, 
unless  you  undertake  to  dispose  of  them  for  some 
purpose  inhibited  by  the  Constitution.  ' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Mr.  President,  I  do  notdeem 
it  necessary  to  make  any  reply  to  what  the  Senator  i 
from  Mississippi  has  said,  because  it  has  no  bear-  j 
jng  at  all  on  what  I    was  proceeding  to  say,  thot  i 
the  grants  to  Illinois  for  railroads  were  advocated  j 
upon  the  ground,  and  only  upon  the  ground,  that  I 
they  would  enhance  the  value  ofthe  public  domain, 
80  B8  to  put  as  much,  or  more,   money  into  the  \ 
Treasury  than  you  otherwise  could  have  got  if  the 
grant  were  not  made.     The  bill  was  passed  upon 
that  ground,  and  its  practical  operation  thus  for 
fully  justifies  the  expectations  of^ those  who  advo- 
catecJ  its  possage.     The  grant  of  land  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bei.l]  has  referred, 
for  the  Sault  St.  Mary  canal,  wos  odvocated  upon 
the  ground  that  there  were  fifty,  or  perhaps  nearly 
a  hundred,  millions  of  acres  of  land  above  those 
falls,  which  were  inaccessible  in  consequence  of 
the  obstruction,  and  it  was  said  that  the  granting 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand    acres,  by 
m.nking  the  fifty  millions  accessible,  would  enhance 
the  value  of  those  fifty  millions  to  a  greater  extent 
than  the  value  of  ihegrant. 

Mr.  BUTLF.R.  I  wish  only  to  say  a  word  as 
to  that  grant,  if  the  Senator  will  allow  me.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  Senator  from    Illinois  has  not 

tiven  the  reasons,  but  I  say,  in  reference  to  the 
enotor  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  thot  the 
avowed  ground  upon  which  he  asked  for  that 
appropriation  of  land  was,  that  it  was  a  war 
measure.      '  j 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.     The  Senator  from  South  | 
Carolina  will  discover  soon,  that  he  la  slightly  i 


mistaken  in  the  correction  he  mokes.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  brought  forward 
the  proposition  for  a  grant  of  money  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  war  measure.  I  made  a 
speech  against  the  money  grant,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  a  necessary  war  measure,  but  that 
it  was  expedient  for  commerce,  and  for  the  en- 
hancement of  the  value  ofthe  lands,  and  staled,  if  he 
would  agree  to  strike  out  the  money  appropriation 
and  make  it  a  grant  of  land,  I  would  advocate  it. 
The  money  clause  was  stricken  out,  and  the  land 
grant  was  inserted  upon  that  argument,  and  the 
bill  was  passed  upon  that  ground— the  war  argu- 
ment ami  the  money  appropriation  being  aban- 
doned. 

The  position  that  I  take  is  this— that  the  grants 
of  lands  to  the  new  Slates,  have  been  advocated 
upon  the  ground  that  they  enhance  the  value  of 
the  residue  of  the  public  domain.  Congress  has 
passed  them  upon  that  ground.  Whether  the  facts 
always  turn  out  that  the  principle  on  which  the 
grant  was  made  is  fully  sustained  by  the  result,  is 
a  different  question.  But,  sir,  we  ask  the  grant 
on  no  other  ground,  and  1  supposed  that  when  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Foot]  voted  for  these 
bills,  he  was  voting  for  them  upon  that  legitimate  pa- 
triotic ground  upon  which  their  friendsTiave  acted. 
I  did  not  suppose  that  he  thought  it  was  *'  unclean 
legislation"  when  he  advocated  it.  When  he 
brought  forward  a  bill  at  this  session,  and  advo- 
cated it  strenuously  for  a  railroad  through  Florida, 
I  did  not  suppose  that  he  thought  it  was  "  unclean 
legislation"  or  that  he  was  the  agent  of  land  job- 
bers and  land  robbers,  who  were  trying  to  fleece 
the  public  treasury  for  their  benefit.  (  had  no 
idea  that  when  he  advocated  these  measures,  he 
confessed  to  any  such  principle  of  action.  Sir,  1 
deny  that  those  of  us  from  the  new  States,  who 
have  advocated  these  grants,  have  advocated  them 
upon  any  such  reason  or  grounds,  as  havebeen  as- 
signed or  intimated  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Whenever  the  land  grants  which  we  propose 
for  the  West  cannot  be  justified  upon  the  princi- 
ple that  W!  are  doing  what  a  wise,  honest,  and 
judicious  land  owner  would  do  in  the  disposition 
and  management  of  his  own  estate,  1  do  not  wish 
the  Senote  to  give  their  sanction  and  support  to  , 
our  measures.  Hence  it  is  unnecessary  to  cite* 
these  "vast"  appropriations  to  the  new  State  as  an 
argument  upon  this  bill.  The  President  has  drawn 
the  distinction  to  which  I  have  alluded.  If  these 
appropriations  were  a  violation  of  lhat  principle, 
then  you  may  say  that  they  do  not  sustain  the  as- 
sumption of  fact  mode  by  the  President.  But  the 
friends  of  these  appropriations,  so  far  as  I  know, 
place  them  upon  that  principle;  and,  as  a  general 
thing,  I  think  the  result  has  sustained  practically 
the  truth  of  that  assumption. 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  ask 
him  o  question? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Certainly. 

Mr.    BELL.     The  Illinois  bill,  was,  I  believe, 
the  model  for  the  other  bills;  and   it  gave  every 
alternate  section  six  miles  each  side  of  the  road, 
but  if  a  sufficient  number  could  not  be  found  there 
on  account  of  hoving  been  token  by  settlers,  by 
purchasers  or  preijmplion  claimants,  the  company  | 
nad  the  right  to  go  fifteen  miles  in  each  direction,  '. 
right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  select  the  remainder 
of  the  lands.     Now,   upon  any  consideration  of  | 
equivalents,  of  reciprocal  benefits  to  the  Treasury 
and  the  road,  I  would  like  the  honorable  Senator  I 
to  stale,  as  a  specimen,  to  show  the  working  of 
the   principle   upon    which    these  donations    are 
made — if  it  is  upon  that  ground  alone,  the  exer-  j 
cise  ofthe  privilege  of  a  prudent  proprietor — what  i 
proportion  ofthe  lands  on  either  side  of  that  road, 
or  bnih  sides,  for  six  miles,  remains  to  be  sold  at  | 
jj2  50  an  acre.'     Is  it  not  very  small.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  cannot  answer  specific- 
ally. Let  the  honorable  Senator  finish  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  will  answer  as  I  can. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the 
amount  is  considerable.'  It  is  only  within  the 
zone  of  land  of  six  miles  in  extent  on  both  sides, 
that  the  alternate  sections  are  doubled  in  price. 
What  I  mean  to  illustrate — the  honorable  Senator 
can  illustrate  it — is  that  it  is  only  a  principle  as- 
sumed in  name  to  get  clear  of  the  difficulty.  1  do 
not  mean  that  it  is  dltngether  in  name.  But  I 
desire  to  know  whether  practicolly  and  subslsn- 
tially  the  results  are  such  as  that  principle  would 
seem  to  demand  in  the  eye  of  a  prudent  proprie- 
tor, whether  he  is  remunerated  for  the  donation 


he  has  made,  by  ony  equivalent  in  the  sale  ofthe 
small  quantity  of  lands  that  ore  sold  at  the  in-* 
creased  value. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  an- 
swer precisely  whot  proportion  of  these  lands 
were  within  si.x  miles,  aid  what  were  outside  the 
six  miles  and  within  fifteen)  but  I  can  slate  the 
general  course  of  that  road  was  through  prairie 
lands,  distant  from  market  and  from  timber,  where, 
withoutthe  road,  the  lands  would  not  have  brought 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre.  You  had  had  some  of 
them  in  the  market  for  forty  years  at  ^\  25  per 
acre,  and  could  not  sell  ihem.  If  you  could  have 
sold  them  for  j)l  25  per  acre  when  they  were  first 
brought  into  the  market,  the  interest  on  the  money 
wouW  have  beyi  nTore  than  they  are  worth  at 
$1  25  an  acre  now.  Since  you  passed  the  bill,  and 
the  road  has  been  put  under  contract,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  them  have  been  sold,  and  every  acre 
will  be  sold,  I  have  no  doubt,  at  the  advanced 
price  of  J2  50  an  acre. 

But  my  object  is  not  to  defend  railroad  bills  to- 
day. It  is  merely  to  repel  the  impression  that  is 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  the  public  mind,  that  the 
new  States  of  the  Union  have  been  getting  more 
than  their  shore  of  the  public  lands. 

Sir,  wherever  you  have  granted  them  to  us 
we  have  rendered  you  more  than  an  equivalent. 
Take  the  grants  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  if  you 
please.  You  made  a  grant  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion in  every  township  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  on 
condition  that  the  Slate  of  Illinois  would  never,  as 
a  sovereign  Slate  ofthe  Union,  tax  the  remainder 
of  your  lands.  Why,sir,  the  taxes  in  ten  yeorson 
your  lands  would  hove  been  worth  twice  as  much 
as  the  whole  sixteenth  sections  you  gave.  We 
pay  you,  by  that  exemption  from  taxation,  for  the 
sixteenth  sections,  twice,  three  times,  and  in  the 
whole  period,  before  your  title  is  extinguished, 

^lerhaps  ten  times  as  much  as  the  lands  would 
lave  been  worth.  Sir,  do  not  tell  me  lhat  they 
would  not  have  been  subject  to  taxation,  but  for 
that  consideration;  for  I  believe  your  courts  have 
held  that  the  property  of  the  United  States  within 
the  States  is  subject  to  taxation,  unless  it  is  ex- 
empted by  special  arrangement.  Hence  we  find 
it  necessary,  when  we  make  an  appropriation  for 
a  custom-house  in  one  ofthe  cities,  or  for  a  court- 
house, to  put  in  a  clause  by  which  the  Slate  shall 
consent  to  exempt  it  from  taxation  for  all  time  to 
come,  as  a  condition  of  its  construction. 

Then,  sir,  when  you  charge  to  our  account  the 
sixteenth  section  in  each  township  of  the  new 
States,  we  osk  you  to  credit  the  account  by  the 
omount  of  taxes  lhat  you  would  otherwise  have 
had  to  pay  us,  and  ought  to  have  paid  us  for  the 
land  you  owned  in  the  State.  We  made  a  bar- 
gain with  you.  We  agreed  to  exempt  the  londa 
from  taxation  in  consideration  of  those  granted 
lands.  We  have  fulfilled  our  part  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  now  you  wish  to  taunt  us  as  if  it  were 
a  gift.  You  made  the  bargain  with  us  when  you 
had  the  power  to  coerce  us  into  submission.  We 
were  a  Territory  applying  for  admission  into  the 
Union;  and  you  would  not  let  us  come  in  until 
we  agreed  to  that  hard  bargain  which  you  imposed 
on  us.  We  did  agree  to  it.  We  kept  it  in  good 
faith.  We  never  taxed  your  property.  Wehave 
been  content  with  the  termsofit;  and  now  weareto 
be  taunted,  as  if  we  had  been  grabbingand  stealing 
oil  the  public  londs  within  our  reach.  It  is  only 
to  repel  these  charges  that  1  rose. 

But,  sir,  without  going  into  that,  I  say,  as  a 
western  man,  representing  a  new  Stale,  in  which 
there  are  many  millions  of  acres  of  public  londs, 
that  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  the  principle  thot 
Congress  shall  dispose  of  those  lands  in  such  a 
manner  as  a  prudent  land  proprietor  would  in  the 
disposition  of  his  own  eslate;  and  if  we  cannot 
bring  any  of  our  claims  clearly  within  that  prin- 
ciple, in  the  judgment  of  the  Senote,  we  do  not 
ask  you  to  pass  them. 

But,  this  is  a  departure  from  the  real  point  in- 
volved in  this  measure.  It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  disposiiion  that  is  to  be  made  in  the  bill  of 
ten  million  of  acres  for  the  insane  is  designed  or 
expected  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  public  do- 
main. It  is  not  put  upon  the  principle  of  a  land 
owner  enhancing  the  value  of  his  estate.  It  is  put 
upon  the  principle  of  an  appropriation  for  a  char- 
itable purpose;  that  the  condition  of  the  insane 
appeals  strongly  to  our  sympathies;  that  we  hove 
funds  enough  in  the  Treasury,  and  lands  enough 
belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  that,  therefore, 
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weihould  rither  take  those  funds  out  of  the  Treai- 
tiry,  or  vote  the  public  property  for  this  charita- 
ble purpoae.  Now,  sir,  1  think  when  that  prop- 
osition is  made,  we  ought  lo  stop  and  reflect  as  to 
its  tendency  and  its  consequences.  I  can  see  no 
reason,  why,  if  you  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  insane,  as  the  message  has  well  said,  you 
should  not  make  it  for  the  deaf,  for  the  dumb, 
for  the  blind,  lor  tbs  poor,  for  the  destitute  and 
needy,  whatever  their  condition  may  be.  The 
same  humane  impulses  that  would  prompt  us  to 
do  the  one,  would  prompt  as  to  do  the  oiJier;  and 
is  it  not  a  proposition,  therefore,  that  all  of  these 
objects  of  charily,  that  all  these  matters  which 
commend  themselves  to  our  humanity,  shall  be 
withdrawn  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Slates, 
and  brought  within  the  power,  ana  the  influence, 
and  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Qovernment.  I 
think,  sir,  it  is  a  proposition  to  usurp,  if  you 
ilease,  or,  if  you  do  not  like  that  term,  to  draw 
y  your  power  and  your  wealth  within  the  circle 
of  this  Government,  that  which  properly  belongs 
to  the  local  authorities  of  the  States,  and  whiui 
can  be  better  managed  by  them.  I  think  that  is 
the  great  principle  involved;  and  it  is  one  that  we 
must  look  distmctly  in  the  fsce.  But,  I  see  no 
reason  why,  if  this  principle  is  to  be  carried  out, 
we  should  confine  it  to  the  insane.  Why  not  go 
further,  and  include  every  man  who  is  destitute, 
or  every  man  who  is  incapable  of  taking  care  of 
himself— the  unfortunate  and  tbs  infirm  of  every 
description  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  Senator 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  i 

Mr  DOUGLAS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Does  he  not  be- 
lieve in  our  constitutional  power  to  give  land  to 
the  homeless?  Is  he  not  in  favor  of  the  homestead 
bill? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  do  not  choose  to  bring  the 
discussion  of  those  other  questions  into  this  meas- 
jBre.  The  Senator  will  find  out,  when  that  bill 
comes  np,  whether  I  am  for  it  or  not;  and  I  will 
be  ready  to  meet  him,  if  I  do  advocate  it,  upon  the 
principle  that  1  now  advance;  and  I  can  teH  him 
that,  if  i  do  not  bring  it  within  the  principle  I  now 
lay  down,  I  shall  not  be  for  it;  if  I  can  bring  it 
within  that  principle,  1  shall  be  for  it.  But  I  do 
not  choose  to  have  my  mind  diverted  from  the 
present  argument,  by  a  reference  to  other  measnrea 
which  are  hereafter  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  my  friend 
will  not  get  in  a  passion  about  it. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Not  at  all.  I  was  never  in 
better  humor  in  my  life.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES,  or  Tennessee,  i  know  you  are 
always  in  a  good  humor;  and  so  am  I.  [Laugh- 
ter.] But  when  the  Senator  asserted  the  principle 
laid  down  by  him  to-day,  when  I  had  supposed 
he  was  my^  friend  and  ally  upon  the  homestesd 
bill,  I  was  afraid  I  was  about  to  lose  him;  and  I 
really  wanted  to  inquire  whether  I  was  in  danger 
o<  losing  so  valuable  an  ally.  I  am  with  him  upon 
the  homestead  bill.  I  am  for  thia  bill;  but,  if  Con- 
gress has  no  power  over  the  public  kinds 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  ask  which  side  of  the  homestead  bill  he  is  on? 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  in  favor  of 
its  passage.    Which  side  are  you  on  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  is  unnecessary  for  the 
Senator  to  ask  on  which  sid«  I  am,  because  he 
has  told  the  Senate  twice  that  he  is  with  me. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  thought  I  was; 
but  I  wanted  to  find  out, 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  And  now  I  can  tell  him  (bat, 
he  being  with  me  on  the  homestead  bill,  when  that 
question  comes  up,  I  will  give  him  reasons  for  his 
vote  which  he  can  stand  upon  and  fear  no  danger. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  my  friend 
allow  me  to  ask  him  the  question  again?  I  am 
really  at  a.  loss  to  know  whether  be  is  for  or 
against  the  mill  dam. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    I  can  state  to  him  at  once. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  divert  me  from  my 
*  argument. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  such 
desire,  I  assure  the  Senator. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  think  I  was  treading  on 
his  corns,  and  therefore  be  wanted  to  draw  me  off. 

Mr.  JONESt  of  Tennessee.  I  beg  the  Sena- 
tor's pardon,  I  have  no  corns  to  be  trod  upon, 
[laughter;]  but  stiU  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
be  is  with  ms  or  not  on  the  homestead  bill,  for  1 
■m  for  it. 


Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  not  so  sure  whether  I 
am  with  him  or  not,  because  1  am  not  so  sure 
of  his  position;  but  as  he  has  pledged  himself  to 
be  with  me,  he  has  no  right  to  ask  further  ques- 
tions. 1  bold  him  to  his  terms,  and  will  let  him 
know  bis  duty  on  the  humestead  bill  time  enough 
for  him  to  vote  accordingly. 

I  was  saying,  Mr.  President,  that  this  bill  in- 
volves a  principle  which  we  must  meet  fairly  in 
the  face.  The  consequences  to  grow  out  of  it  are 
of  vast  importance.  1  do  not  believe  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  insane,  or  of  the  deaf,  or  the  dumb,  or 
the  blind,  or  the  poor,  will  be  benefited  by  with- 
drawing them  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  States, 
and  placing  them  under  the  Federal  Government. 
Then,  again,  if  we  are  to  furnish  the  means  for 
the  purpose  of  building  asylums,  and  hospitals, 
and  poorhouses,  and  public  buildings  for  these 
indigent  persons,  is  it  not  proper  that  those  means 
should  be  under  our  own  jurisdiction  ?  Whenever 
you  establish  the  principle  that  one  government  is 
to  furnish  the  means,  and  another  is  to  expend  the 
money,  you  will  found  a  system  of  extravagance, 
the  like  of  which  you  have  not  witnessed  in  any 
branch  of  this  Government. 

I  hold  that,  if  the  means  are  to  be  furnished  by 
this  Government,  the  jurisdiction  must  be  under 
it,  and  its  officers  must  be  responsible  to  it,  in 
order  that  you  may  hold  them  to  a  atrict  account- 
ability. But,  sir,  1  am  not  willing  to  invade  the 
Slates,  and  withdraw  this  class  of  people  from 
their  jurisdiction.  I  bslieve  that  their  interests, , 
their  safely,  their  comfort,  require  that  we  should 
keep  them  where  they  are,  under  the  protection 
of  the  State  and  local  authorities.  Ths  Slates  will 
do  more  for  purposes  of  philanthropy,  and  bu- 
manity,  and  charity,  if  lelt  to  themselves,  than 
this  Government  will,  if  we  assume  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject.  Nearly  all  the  States  in  the  Union 
are  now  eretting  hospitals  and  other  charitable 
institutions.  My  own  Slate  has  made  large  ex- 
penditures, and  IS  establishing  a  good  system  of 
institutions  for  almost  all  these  classes  of  people; 
and  I  believe  nearly  every  other  State  in  i^e  Union 
is  doingso.  Wealthy  personsalso' are  establishing 
asylums  for  objects  of  charily.  They  are  under 
the  direction  of  the  local  authorities;  they  are 
managed  by  tbe  local  authorities;  and  those  au- 
thorities will  manage  them  more  prudently  and 
economically  than  this  Government  possibly  can. 

Why,  sir,  if  this  Government  is  to  establish 
institutions  for  these  purposes,  how  many  aie 
you  to  bave?  If  only  one  or  two,  it  would  be 
more  expensive  to  take  tbe  invalid  to  the  institife 
tion,  perhaps,  than  it  would  be  to  support  him; 
and  yet,  if  you  are  going  to  establish  one  at  every 
neighborhood,  or  every  county,  where  is  your 
revenue  to  come  from  by  which  those  institu- 
tions are  to  be  erected  tnd  sustained?  It  opens  a 
door  to  the  extension  of  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  its  jiuiadiction,  in  derogation  of  tbe 
rights  of  the  States  to  a  wider  and  more  fearful 
extent  than  any  bill  or  proposition  which  1  bave 
ever  known  to  be  presented.  But, sir,  that  is  the 
great  principle,  so  far  as  1  could  judge  from  the 
nasty  residiDe  of  that  message,  which  the  mesaags 
involves.  The  remainder  of  it,  in  reference  to 
the  public  lands,  contains  only  observations,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  tbe  principle  laid 
down  in  the  message  does  not  conflict  with  those 
grants  which  have  heretofore  usually  been  made  to 
tne  new  States  of  the  Union.  That  great  princi- 
ple 1  wish  to  see  discussed.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  a  thorough  and  full  discussion.  1  am  pre- 
pared to  maintain  what  1  understand  to  be  the 
principle  of  that  message,  by  argument;  and  if 
tbe  measure*  which  I  advocate  cannot  square  by 
that  principle,  cannot  stand  upon  it,  then  let  ibem 
fall;  for  a  sound  and  correct  principle  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  more  important  to  me  than  any  mere 
matter  of  expediency,  that  Issu  only  for  a  day  or 
for  a  year.  But,  sir,  1  will  not  go  into  this  dis- 
cussion now.  I  felt  this  much  to  bs  due  to  the 
State  which  I  represent,  and  tn  my  own  section, 
in*  repelling  the  idea  that  we  wish  any  other  dis- 
position of  ths  public  Isnds  than  that  which  a 
prudent  land  proprietor  would  make  in  tbe  dispo- 
sition of  his  own  property. 

Mr.  WELLER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COOPER.  If  tbe  Stnator  will  {ive  way, 
I  will  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  tbe  Question  is  to  be  fur- 
ther discussed  to-night,  I  prefer  to  bs  beard  upon 
it  now, 


Mr.  COOPER.  If  tbe  Senator  gives  way,  I 
will  move  an  adjournment,  so  that  he  wilt  hare 
the  fl»or. 

Several  Senators.  Let  us  fix  a  day  for  its 
consideration. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Next  Monday  was  tbe  day 
agreed  upon. 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  the  Senate  will  agree  lo 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  question  until 
Monday  next,  that  course  will  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  my  judgment,  because  I  think  the  whole 
of  this  discussion  to-day  has  been  an  improper 
one.  It  is  better  for  to  discuss  the  questions  in- 
volved in  the  message  when  wecome  to  voleiipon 
the  question  of  reconsideration  on  the  day  that 
may  be  fixed.  Every  Senator  who  has  spoken 
to-oay  has  complained  that  he  had  but  indis- 
tinctly heard  the  mresa^e  read  at  the  Secretary's 
table.  We  all  want  to  investigate  it,  for,  all  other, 
things  being  equal,  I  apprehend  a  Senator  can' 
speak  better  on  a  subject  about  which  he  knows 
something.  If  the  message  be  printed,  it  will  be 
our  duty  to  investigate  it  closely,  and  examine 
the  principles  involved  in  it,  and  then  we  shall  be 
able  to  vote  understandingly  on  the  question  of 
reconsideration.  But  here  we  have  had  a  dis- 
cussion to-day,  a  very  general  and  comprehen- 
sive one,  covering  the  whole  message,  upon  a 
mere  question  of  printing.  And  what  is  the  ob- 
ject of  printing  ?  One  object  is,  to  enable  every 
Senator  to  examine  tbe  question  calmly  aiid  delib- 
erately, in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to  vote  un- 
derstandingly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Califbmia  allow  me  to  ask  him  to 
what  day  he  proposes  to  postpone  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  subject? 

Several  Senators.    Say  Monday.  - 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  I  should 
prefer  Monday  week. 

Mr.  WELLER.  My  object  is  to  get  a  day 
now  assigned  for  the  reconsideration  of  this  ques- 
tion. If  the  Senate  will  agree  to  take  the  vote  on 
tbe  motion  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, 1  will  yield  the  floor  at  once;  and  on  Monday 
next  we  can  enter  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. We  can  then  have  a  fair  field  and  an  open 
fight  on  the  old  issus  between  strict  construction- 
ists and  latitudinarians;  and  upon  this  question 
everybody  knows  where  1  stand,  and  everybody 
will  know  where  my  friend  from  Tennessee  has 
always  stood. 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  tbe  Senator  allow  me? 
Will  he  wait  until  I  can  get  an  answer  to  my 
question  from  the  Senator  from  Virginia  ? 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  do  not  think  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  is  prepared  to  answer  the 
question  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  until  be 
has  read  tbe  message;  for  to  my  knowledge,  be 
was  engsged  in  discussion  with  me  at  the  very 
time  the  Clerk  was  reading  it;  and  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  he  never  saw  it  until  it  was  read  at 
the  Clerk's  desk.  Now  I  want  to  give  tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  an  opportunity  to  examine  ths 
question.  1  havegreat  confidence  in  his  judgment, 
and  I  doubt  not  that,afler  examination,  he  will  be 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  my  friend 
from  Tennessee.  He  has  also  interrogated  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  on  this  subject.  I  bav* 
the  utmost  confidence  in  his  judgment,  and  I 
would  rather  have  bis  judgment  on  the  question 
after  he  had  investigated  it  than  now,  when,  per- 
haps, he  does  not  fully  comprehend  it.  Now, 
having  said  this  much,!  bave  a  little  motion  to 
submit,  which  ordinarily  terminates  discussion 
-here,  and  that  is  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Several  Senators.  Let  us  take  the  vote  on 
priming. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  withdraw  the  moUon,  as 
there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  upon  the  part  of 
tbe  Senate  now  to  fix  some  day  for  taking  tbe 
question  on  reconrideration. 

Mr.  GW(N.  What  day  shall  be  fixed  depends 
very  much  with  me,  upon  what  disposition  is 
made  of  another  and  a  much  greater  question  than 
this,  which  I  propose  soon  to  bring  before  the 
Senate.  I  should,  therefore,  prefer  not  to  say 
Monday  next. 

Several  Memreri.    Monday  week. 

Mr.  OWIN.  Monday  week  would  suit  ex- 
actly. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  do  not  know  that  the  ques- 
tion to  which  my  colleague  alludes  is  more  im- 
portant than  this,  because  tbs  construction  which 
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ia  given  to  the  veto  message  by  some  Senators 
will  affect  very  much  the  important  measure  to 
which  he  alludes,  and,  therefore,  it  may  be  in- 
volved in  this  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
of  printing  ia  yet  undisposed  of;  perhaps  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  taking  the  vote  upon 
that. 

Mr  BROWN.  Before  that  vole  is  taken,  I 
desire  to  say  that  I  had  intended  to  ask  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  the  same  question  which  was 
propounded  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
JoNKs,]  that  is,  as  to  whether  he  is  an  advocate  of 
the  homestead  bill.'  1  have  always  understood 
that  Senator  to  be  in  favor  of  that  measure;  and 
when  he  had  answered  it,  1  intended  to  have  fol- 
lowed it  up  by  another  inquiry,  how  he  drew  the 
distinction  upon  constitutional  principles,  between 
making  grants  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  sane  peo- 
ple, and  making  grants  of  land  fur  the  benefit  of 
those  who  are  msane.'  i  would  have  asked  the 
question,  but  I  did  not  conceive  that  I  had  got 
quite  a  courteous  answer  from  the  honorable 
Senator  to  my  first  inquiry;  and  when  I  do  not 
get  courteous  answers,  I  am  not  apt  to  propound 
second  inquiries;  and  inasmuch  as  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  declined  to  answer  the  question, 
1  now  propound  it  to  the  country  in  this  foim:  If 
the  Country  approves  of  the  homestead  bill,  ap- 
proves of  the  policy  of  giving  land  to  the  landless 
who  are  sane,  how.  shall  the  country  repudiate 
the  doctrine  of  giving  land  to  the  homeless  who 
are  insane.' 

Mr.  DOUGL.\S.  If  there  was  anything  in 
my  answer  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi that  was  uncourteous,  it  certainly  was  not 
Bo  intended.  I  did  decline  going  off  into  these 
remote  questions  which  were  put  just  at  the  time 
when  I  was  making  an  argument  upon  the  present 
question  that  was  pinchinggentlemen  raiher  close. 
It  looked  to  me  as  if  these  questions  were  put  for 
the  purpose  of  withdrawing  my  attention. 

Mr.  BROWN.     It  was  not  so  with  me. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Each  time  when  I  got  to  that 
pointagain,  another  question  was  asked,  to  with- 
draw my  attention,  and  I  saw  there  was  a  sensi- 
tiveness when  I  endeavored  to  approach  the  real 
question.  Therefore  I  said,  when  the  homestead 
bill  came  up,  they  would  know  my  opinions;  but 
there  is  no  use  in  any  disguise,  as  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  and  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
Bay.  They  know,  and  all  here  know,  that  I  am 
an  advocate  of  the  homestead  bill;  but  I  do  not 
choose  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  that  question 
now,  when  I  conceive  that  it  is  brought  in  merely 
to  mystify  this  question,  instend  of  discussing 
each  one  by  itself,  and  each  upon  its  own  merits. 
If  the  homestead  bill  does  not  come  within  the 
principle  which  I  advocate,  I  shall  be  against  it. 
J  f  it  does,  I  shall  be  for  it.  I  do  not  choose,  there- 
fore, to  be  drawn  off;  and  I  do  not  concede  that 
it  ia  the  right  of  any  Senator  to  try  to  destroy 
another  man's  argument  by  interruptions  to  with- 
draw him  from  the  point  he  is  discussing. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  Senator  is  very  much  mis- 
taken if  he  supposes  I  was  trying  to  destroy  his 
argument.  I  wait  in  painful  anxiety,  as  the  whole 
country  will  wait,  for  tbedistinciion  between  grant- 
ing land  to  sane  people  and  granting  land  to  the 
insane.  Sir,  if  you  have  no  constitutional  power 
to  give  land  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  because 
lie  ia  a  man  of  sense,  you  have  no  power  to  give 
it  to  some  other  man  because  he  is  not  a  man  of 
sense;  but  if  you  have  the  power  to  give  it  to  my 
friend  from  Illinois  because  he  is  a  sane  man, 
then,  by  the  same  rule  of  constitutional  con- 
struction, you  can  give  it  to  another  man  because 
he  is  insane.  I  do  not  understand  these  refined 
distinctions.  I  would  not  for  the  world  charge 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  with  being  for  sane  men 
because  they  are  voting  men.  I  know  he  can  be 
moved  by  no  such  consideration.  But  what  con- 
struction will  the  country  put  upon  this  conduct, 
unless  the  Senator  will  deign  to  put  some  con- 
struction on  it  himself.  I  appeal  to  the  Senator 
on  his  own  account  to  define  nis  position,  and  to 
tell  us  why  it  is  he  is  ready  to  give  land  to  sane 
people,  and  refuses  to  give  it  to  those  that  are 
insane.  Unless  there  shall  be  some  distinction 
drawn  why  the  thing  can  he  done  in  the  one  case, 
and  cannot  be  done  in  the  other,  unfavorable  con- 
clusions may  be  drawn;  conclusions  which,  I 
state  to  you,  sir,  I  think,  will  be  exceedingly 
against  the  Senator.     While  I  am  no  guardian  of 


his  reputation,  I  think,  as  his  friend,  I  am  quite 
justified  in  making  such  suggestions  as  w^  call 
him  up  in  explanation  on  a  point  like  thisW 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  amazed  at  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  After  drawing  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  sane  and  the  insane,  and  after  I  have 
expressly  declined  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the 
homestead  bill  upon  tliis  question,  because  it  was 
irrelevant,  he  goes  on  to  make  a  suggestion,  that 
it  cannot  possibly  be  that  the  Senator  from  lillnoia 
would  vote  for  the  homestead  bill  because  sane 
men  can  vote;  and  not  for  the  insane,  because  they 
cannot  vote;  and  then  he  says  he  does  not  im- 
pute any  such  idea,  but  the  country  will  draw 
erroneous  impressions.  Sir,  I  have  no  fear  that 
an^Mioiiest  man  will  draw  any  such  construction. 
No  man  in  America  would  ever  have  dreamed  of 
it,  if  the  Senator  had  not  suggested  it.  Now,  why 
suggest  an  unworthy  inipuiation,  disgraceful  to 
me,  which  no  honest  man  would  ever  have  sus- 
pected, and,  after  that  suggestion,  disavow  the 
application  of  it  to  myself?  I  am  astonished.  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  Senator  meant  to  insinuate 
a  charge  of  that  kind  against  me,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  disavowed  it.  But,  why  the  necessity  of 
pursuing  this  thing  personally,  after  I  had  ex- 
pressly declined  to  be  di-awn  from  the  main  point 
of  my  argument  to  another.'  I  feel  bound  to  repel 
any  ajiprehension  that  any  man  on  earth  will  draw 
an  unfavorable  impression  of  my  integrity  or  my 
motives  from  my  action  here  Though  I  regret 
to  be  compelled  to  reply  in  this  way,  I  feel  it  is  a 
duty  to  myself  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  when  I  say 
anything,  I  mean  what  I  say.  I  never  deal  in 
inuendoes,  nor  mean  two  things  by  what  I  say. 
I  did  believe,  and  I  do  yet  believe,  that  improper 
constructions  will  be  placed  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Senator  in  refusing  to  answer  a  plain  question. 
He  does  not  think  so. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  What  question  have  I  re- 
fused to  answer.' 

Mr.  BROWN.  You  refused  to  answer  the 
question  as  to  whether  you  were  in  favor  of  the 
homestead  bill. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  declined  to  put 
the  question  bechuse  I  had  not  given  a  courteous 
answer  to  another  question,  as  he  said. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman 
refuse  to  answer.  My  attention  was  called  off  for 
a  moment.  He  refused  to  answer  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee.  Ought  I  to  have  propounded 
the  same  question  a  second  time,  if  there  were  no 
other  reason.' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  That  Senator  knew,  every 
man  in  the  Senate  knew,  that  not  one  week  ago  I 
had,  in  a  speech  here,  declared  my  great  anxiety 
for  the  passase  of  the  homestead  bill. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, since  he  got  up  to  ask  me  the  question,  said 
he  knew  that  i  was  for  that  bill. 

Mr.  BROWN.     I  said  I  understood  so. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee 
says  he  knew  it.  There  is  not  a  man  here  who 
dia  not  know  it. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Not  a  man  in  the  Sen- 
ale. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  stated  that  I  had  bo  under- 
stood it,  but  I  wanted  a  distinct  avowal  from  the 
Senator  fiom  Illinois  that  he  was  in  favor  of  that 
measure,  and  then  I  was  about  to  proceed  to  say 
what  I  honestly  believe  to  be  true;  and  I  say  it 
certainly  without  any  sort  of  apology,  notwith- 
standing the  vehement  manner  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  I  believed  a  refusal  ^l^ive  an  an- 
swer which  justified  him  in  voting  for  a  donation 
of  land  to  sane  people,  and  at  the  same  time  justi- 
fied him  in  refusing  to  give  it  for  the  insane,  might 
lead  to  improper  construction.  I  qualified  it  at 
the  same  time  by  saying  to  the  Senator  that  I 
was  no  guardian  of  his  reputution.  I  know  that 
he  is  quile'Eompetent  to  take  care  of  himself;  but 
if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  notwithstanding  the 
boisterous  manner  of  the  Senator  on  this  occasion, 
he  will  hear  of  this  thing  again.  I  do  not  make 
the  suggestion,  as  the  Senator  seems'  to  think  I 
did,  that  he  shall  hear  from  it  again;  but  when 
the  question  is  asked,  and  when  the  Senator 
now  distinctly  avows  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the 
homestead  bill,  and  that  he  is  opposed  to  this 
bill — one  making  a  grant  of  land  for  the  benefit 
of  the  insane,  and  the  other  making  a  grant  of 
land   for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  sane — 


saying  that  one  is  constitutional  and  the  other 
unconstitutional—  I  repeat  again,  that  the  country 
will  wait  in  painful  anxiety  to  know  how  it  is 
that  the  Senatordraws  the  distinction  between  the 
two  bills.  When  he  refused  to  give  his  reasons, 
the  reasons  which  justify  him  in  drawing  this 
distinciion,  I  ventured  to  suggest,  in  no  spirit  of 
unkiiidness,  that  improper  conclusions,  not  very 
llitttering  to  the  Senator,  might  by  possibility  be 
drawn;  and  if  the  Senator  thinks  proper  to  lec- 
ture me  for  making  a  suggestion  of  this  sort,  in 
the  kindest  spirit,  let  him  do  so.  I  certainly  did 
not  mean  to  be  unkind  towards  the  Senator  from 
Illinois;  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  he  should 
put  such  a  construction  upon  my  declaration.  I 
say,  too,  that  I  think  now,  when  the  question  is 
up,  and  when  there  is  a  proposition  to  postpone 
it  li>r  ten  days,  that  the  distinction  had  better  be 
drawn  now  between  the  constitutional  power  to 
vote  against  a  grant  of  land  for  the  insane,  as  an 
unconstitutional  proposition,  and  the  power  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  sane  as  a  constitutional 
proposition.  If  the  Senator  does  not  think  so, 
if  he  does  not  concur  with  me  in  this  opinion,  he 
certainly,  as  I  said  before,  is  the  guardian  of  his 
own  reputation,  of  his  own  fame,  and  may  de- 
cline to  answer  if  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  BAYARD  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  wish  to  say  only  one  word 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  B.AYARD.  I  do  not  yield  the  floor  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois.  I  have  it;  and 
I  wish  to  make  some  remarks  in  reference  to  this 
question.  I  am  sorry  to  do  anything  which  he 
may  consiiler  discourteous.  I  do  not  consider 
these  personal  altercations  in  reference  to  public 
measures  desirable  either  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Senate  or  of  the  country.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois can  resume  the  discussion  as  he  pleases  when 
I  am  through,  but  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  we  are  not  discussing 
the  question  before  us  at  all.  We  are  going  into 
the  consideration,  every  gentleman  professing  that 
he  does  not  himself  mean  to  discuss  it,  of  the 
merits  of  the  President's  message  vetoing  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  insane  poor.  The  motion 
pending  is  to  print  the  message,  and  the  question 
recurs,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  common  courtesy  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  when  he  has 
sent  you  a  message,  vetoing,  or  dissenting  in 
opinion  from  your  action  on  a  great  legislative 
measure,  to  print  that  message  f 

It  is  certainly  improper  to  prolong  this  debate 
without  determining  to  print  the  message,  so  that 
it  may  come  before  the  Senate  and  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  properly.  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  to  let  it  go  before  the  country,  or  do  they 
mean  to  treat  the  President  with  discourtesy,  and 
say  that  they  will  keep  lying  on  their  table,  un- 
prinied,  his  message,  until  they  have  fully,  in 
their  own  opinions,  answered  the  positions  con- 
tained in  it,  before  it  can  go  before  the  country  at 
all.'  That  ia  something  like  the  aspect  of  things 
as  the  debate  has  progressed  in  this  case. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  question.  On 
this  motion  to  print,  it  seems  to  me,  the  proposi- 
tion should  be  n  plain  one,  to  order  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  that  the  message  should  be  printed, 
in  order  that  it  may  go  before  the  country.  The 
consideration  of  the  message  then  becomes  a  sub- 
ject of  debate  in  the  Senate.  Gentlemen  need  not 
be  afraid,  unless  they  underrate  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  the  country,  that  they  are  going  in 
a  hasty  debate  to  make  such  an  impression  on 
the  public  mind  that  it  cannot  be  answered  here- 
after. This  question  is  not  going  to  sleep  with  a 
mere  debate  to-day.  It  is  a  great  question.  We 
are  coming  back  to  something  like  a  division  upon 
principles,  and  gentlemen,  I  think,  will  find  that 
the  people  of  this  country  understand  principles, 
though  the  idea  seems  to  be  entertained  that  if  you 
can  only,  here  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  first 
instance,  enunciate  a  particular  idea,  afterwards 
it  is  a  forgone  conclusion  and  subsequent  discus- 
sion can  have  no  ultimate  influence  upon  it. 

If  they  have  confidence  in  the  principles  which 
are  to  sustain  this  bill,  they  must  be  met  here.'\fter 
before  the  people  of  the  country^for  the  question 
ia  not  going  to  slop  here;  anti  it  is  not  going  to 
stop  here,  as  I  mentioned  to  you,  oecau.se,  though 
when  such  bills  as  these  are  under  consideration, 
and  are  objected  to  by  individual  Senators,  ques- 
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tions  which  may  be  incidentally  raised  here  are 
passed  over,  yet,  when  a  veto  cornea  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  the  principles  in- 
volved in  that  veto  go  home  to  the  people  of  the 
Country,  They  are  met  by  calm  consideration. 
After  constant  and  repealed  argument  among  the 
people  of  the  country,  as  well  as  here  in  the  Sen- 
ate Chamber,  I  think  you  will  find  the  same  result 
will  be  experienced  here  as  has  been  hitherto  when 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  die 
posed  to  trifle  with  the  Constitution,  when  the 
people  have,  after  consideration,  and  after  sirone 
majorities  in  faror  of  measures,  been  brought  back 
to  principles  which  are  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  principles 
connected  with  the  measure;  but  I  do  say  that  we 
ought,  in  common  Justice  and  common  courtesy 
JIo  the  President,  direct  the  printing  of  the  message, 
and  then  proceed  to  its  consideration.  I  care  not 
what  day  is  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  hill 
which  he  has  sent  back  to  us,  with  bis  reasons  for 
dilTerinE  fh>m  us  in  opinion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  obtained  the  door. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  Senator 
•How  me  to  say  one  word  ? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Certainly. 

Mr  JONES,  of  Teniiemee.  Asthe  interroga- 
tory which  1  propounded  to  ihe  Senator  from  Illi- 
tiois  seems  to  have  given  rise  to  some  debate  and 
feeling,  and  ss  I  desire  neither  to  be  misunder- 
stood, nor  to  make  any  false  impression  on  the 
mind  nf  the  Senator,  or  to  evade  any  responsi- 
bility,  t  wish  to  state  to  him  distinctly  the  ground 
upon  which  I  propounded  the  question.  Tasked 
him  whether  he  was  in  favor  of  the  homestead 
bill  or  not.  He  says,  I  knew  it,  and  everybody 
knew  it.  So  I  did, and  I  stated  to  him  so  distinctly. 
Now,  the  reason  why  I  propounded  the  question 
was  this:  I  am  in  favor  of  the  homestead  bill, and 
I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  I  meant  to  kill  olT 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Illiools  upon 
this  bill  by  rebutting  testimony  on  the  other  side. 
That  is  exactly  what  I  meant  to  do.  I  have  no 
disguises  about  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Senator  ought  to  have  given  himself  anjr  feeling 
about  it,  because  he  is,  of  all  the  men  in  the  Amer- 
can  Senate,  just  the  very  man  to  play  that  game 
on  his  adversaries.  Have  you  not  seen  it  here 
forty  times?  I  can  tell  him,  whenever  I  can  get  a 
chance  to  strike  him  that  way,  I  shall  be  sure  to 
strike  him,  as  certain  as  I  am  a  living  man. 
[Laughter.!    He  need  not  attempt  to  escape. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  knew  just  as  welltbefors 
•s  I  do  now  that  that  was  the  Senator's  object. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Certainly;  1  am  a 
straight-out  man. 

M  r.  DOUGLAS.  And  because  he  was  playing 
that  game  on  me,  instead  of  meeting  the  ai^ument 
I  was  then  making,  I  was  determined  that  he 
should  not  play  it  successfully.  Hence  I  did  not 
answer  him,  knowing  that  he  knew  how  I  stood. 
He  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  with  me  on 
the  homestead  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    So  I  am. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Then  if  he  knew  that,  there 
was  no  necessity  for  me  to  answer  the  question: 
for  if  he  k  new  that  I  was  for  it,  it  was  unnecessary, 
and  if  he  did  not  know  it,  he  showed  that  he 
was  going  with  me  on  faith  in  my  general  accu- 
racy and  public  course;  and  I  had  no  idea  he  could 
five  a  better  reason  for  his  action  than  that  faith. 
Laughter.]  Besides,  as  be  was  going  with  me 
on  faith',  and  was  sure  to  be  right  if  he  did,  I  did 
not  choose  to  tell  him  on  which  side  I  was,  for 
fear  some  fellow  would  get  him  wrong  between 
now  and  the  voting  time.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JON  ES,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  the  happiest 
man  in  the  world  to  go  by  faith,  if  you  allow  me, 
sir,  but  God  save  the  mark  when  any  man  follows 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  by  "faith."  It  takes 
■'  works"  to  follow  him.  I  thought  I  had  a  right 
lo  call  on  that  leader.  1  have  followed  him  through 
some  dark  places,  and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have 
some  darker  ones  before  we  get  out.  [Laughter.] 
But,  sir,  when  I  called  upon  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor to  know  bow  he  stood  upon  that  question,  he 
said  I  knew.  So  I  did  know;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  knew  he  was  off  upon  a  false  scent,  a  false 
track,  and  1  wanted  to  make  Mr.  Douolai,  of  Illi- 
nois, a  witness  against  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Knowing  that  that  was  the 
object,  I  declined  to  allow  him  to  play  the  game 
on  roe  for  this  reason.    I  was  making  a  point  in 


the  argument  that  I  believed  he  could  not  answer; 
and  now  I  infer  he  thought  he  could  not,  or  other- 
wis^he  would  not,  have  wanted  to  answer  it  in 
this  way.  I  wished  to  discuss  the  veto  message 
upon  its  own  merits,  to  decide  it  upon  its  princi- 
ples, and  to  bring  into  the  discussion,  to  elucidate 
those  principles,  whatever  is  pertinent  lo  it.  Then , 
sir,  when  the  homestead  bill  comesup,  I  am  ready 
lo  meet  that  question  upon  the  principle  that  lies 
at  the  bottom  of  it.  I  do  not  think  that  ad  cap- 
tandum  arguments,  or  quoting  a  man  on  one  ciues- 
tion  against  him  on  another,  is  a  right  mode  of 
settling  a  great  constitutional  principle.  I  think 
if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  had  as 
much  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  his  opinion 
as  1  have  in  mine,  he  would  be  willing  lo#ieet 
me  on  the  principle,  in  a  fair  argument  in  each 
case,  without  playing  this  game  of  quotations 
against  one  another.  I  had  that  confidence  in  the 
correctness  of  my  opinion.  I  did  not  lake  the 
slightest  exception  to  the  Senator  saying  that  he 
was  playing  a  little  game  of  brag  We  both  know 
how  that  game  is  played.  I  thought  1  would  blulf 
back  on  him.  The  same  was  Ihe  reason  in  regard 
to  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  who  put  a  ques- 
tion to  me  which  I  declined  to  answer,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  I  wished'  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion on  its  merits,  and  1  was  not  willing  to  be 
drawn  off  so  far  from  the  line  of  debate  as  lo 
answer  questions  intended,  perhaps,  to  break  the 
whole  force  of  the  remarks  which  1  was  making. 
I  thought  those  gentlemen  ought  not  to  have  pushed 
that  question  at  me  when  I  treated  them  kindly, 
and  gave  notice  to  them  that  I  could  not  be  drawn 
off  on  such  a  line  of  departure  from  the  course  of 
debate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  sincerely  do 
not  mean  to  enter  into  this  discussion;  but  my 
friends  from  Mississippi  and  Illinois  have  both 
assumed,  as  an  undoubted  fact,  that  insane  people 
in  the  United  Slates  are  not  entitled  to  vote.  Now, 
sir,  1  wbb  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  that,  by  any 
means,  a  clear  and,  certain  matter;  and  1  would 
put  to  my  friends  from  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
particularly,  and  to  the  Democratic  members  of 
Ibis  body  in  general,  this  inquiry:  If  insane  people 
are  not  enlitled  to  vote,  how  did  they  succeed  in 
getting  here,  or  how  do  they  expect  to  maintain 
their  places?  [Laughter.1  That  being  a  very  im- 
portant interrogatory,  and  extremely  necessary  to 
DC  answered  in  order  to  determine  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  reouir- 
ing,  as  I  think,  a  night's  calm  reflection,  and  an 
opportunity  for  this  excitement  to  subside,  I 
think  it  extremely  proper  now  to  move,  having 
thrown  out  this  suggestion  for  consideration  before 
our  meeting  to-morrow,  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

The  Senate  atljoumed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WXDNSIDAT,  M0tl  3,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hbnrt  Slices. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  resolutions  frmn  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  relation 
to  grants  of  lands  to  the  children  of  soldiers  who 
are  adults;  whic^  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  Also,  presented  resolutions  in 
relation  to  "  the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the 
public  doinan  to  the  Slate  for  educational  pur- 
poses;" wnRn  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GREEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  '•  a  resolution 
for  extending  the  existing  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  in  Alabama;"  which  thereupon  received 
the  signature  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Or^on.  I  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  Will  the  gendeman  from 
Oregon  allow  me  to  introduce  a  petition  to  which 
there  can  be  no  objection  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Oregon  [Mr.  Lamb]  is  strictly  in  order, 
and  must  be  put,  unless  unanimous  consent  be 
given  to  the  genUeman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Waixbt.]  ^ 


Mr.  HAMILTON.  What  is  the  character  of 
the  petition  which  thegertleman  from  Massachu- 
setts desires  to  present .' 

Mr.  WALLEY.     It  is  a  petition  analogous 
in  character  to   the  resoliiiions  presented  by  the 
Speaker.    It  is  a  petition  of  his  Excellency  Emory 
Washburn,  Governor  of  Masaachusells,  and  three 
I  hundred   and    seventy   others,  members  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  and   merchants,  and 
other  of  her  citizens,  praying  Congress,  in  view 
of  the  great  scarcity  of  seamen  at  the  present 
I  time,  and  of  the  fact  that  our  Navy  must  be 
I  manned  from  our  mercantile  marine,  to  patronize 
I  the  enterprise  of  encouraging  and  educating  sea- 
I  inen  by  establishing  floating  schools  in  the  prin- 
cipal harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LANE.     I  am  very  willing  to  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the  petition 
I  may  be  received  and  referred  without  reading. 
I     The  SPEAKER.    If  not  olyecled  to,  the  me- 
;  morial  will  be  received  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  I  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  ask  leave 
to  present  a  memorial  from  the  Mayor  of  BostoR 
and  two  hundred  and  three  other  citizens,  with 
reference  to  a  matter  now  under  consideration  in 
this  House,  praying  that  officers  of  the  Army  ma^ 
be  confined  to  their  military  duties,  and  that  civil 
works  may  be  placed  under  the  control  and  super- 
intendence of  civilians. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  object.  Let  it  be  presented 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  In  relation,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  the  reference  of  the  petition  as  to  the  flnaiing 
schools,  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  lie  better 
it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
There  is  a  bill  now  before  that  committee  affecting 
the  subject  of  the  apprenticeship;  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  that  committee  would  be  the  proper 
reference  for  this  memorial;  or  else  let  the  bill  lo 
which  I  allude  be  withdrawn  from  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  submit  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  memorial  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Then  1  move  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Well,  I  do  not  desire  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  House;  and  since  tha 
|[entleman  from  Maryland  is  disposed  to  be  fac- 
tious, I  withdraw  my  motion.  1  only  made  it 
because  it  struck  me  that  the  reference  I  have  sug- 
gested was  the  appropriate  reference;  and  I  deemed 
It  my  duty  to  submit  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DUNBAR.  I  ssktbe  unanimous  consent 
nf  the  House  to  report  a  bill.  Senate  bill  No. 
316,  and  I  ask  that  favor  under  peculiar  circum- 
stance. It  is  merely  a  hill  to  change  the  name  of 
the  vessel  Abenna — which  was  partly  burned  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  since  re- 
built, and  which  is  now  owned  by  an  American 
citizen — to  that  of  Mount  'Vernon.  I  brg  leave  to 
stale  the  circumstances  under  which 

Mr.LANE,of  Oregon,  (interrupting  )  What 
disposition  does  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
propose  to  make  of  the  bill  > 

Mr.  DUNBAR.     I  desire  to  have  it  passed. 

Mr.  LANE.    Then  I  object. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Oreeon 
will  withdraw  his  objection.  It  will  not  take  five 
minutes  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNBAR.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Oregon  will  do  so. 

Mr.  LANE.  Very  well,  I  yield ,  and  withdraw 
my  objection. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  change  the  nam* 
of  the  bark  Abeona  to  Mount  Vernon,"  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  DUNBAR.  I  ask  to  have  the  bill  put  upon 
its  passage. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ouestion  is  now  on  the 
motion  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 
Mr.LANE, of  Oregon, moved  the  usual  resolo- 
tion  to  close  debate  in  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  bill,  No.  315, 
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to  esmblish  ihe  office  of  surveyor  general  of  New 
^lexieo,  to  grnnt  doimtifins  of  land  to  actual  aet- 
tlcis  llierein,  and  fur  other  purpoaes,  in  thirty 
minutes  after  the  committee  shall  have  again 
resumed  its  consideration. 

Mr.  LETCHIiR.  I  would  sug»eel  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oregon  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
make  that  motion.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no 
use  in  so  limiting  the  debate.  We  had  no  long 
speeches  yesterday 

Mr.  ORR,  (interrupting.)  Yes,  but  there  may 
be  some  this  morning. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  have  never  been  inclined  in  my 
congressional  life  to  shut  out  fair  debate  and  dis- 
cussion on  any  subject.  Rut  I  \^ould  say  this  to 
my  friend  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lctciibk,]  that  the 
business  relating  to  my  Territory  has  not  yet  been 
touched.  It  is  ut  the  foot  of  the  Calendar;  and 
if  to-day  is  entirely  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  I  would  have  no  hope  of  reaching  it  this 
session.  If  the  motion  that  1  nave  made  be  agreed 
to,  grntlemen  can  say  all  thai  is  necessary  under 
the  five-minute  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  subject,  gentlemen  will 
recollect,  is  not  debatable. 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lane, 

Mr.  HAMILTON  asked  fortellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and  Campbell  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  82,  noes  40. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[Mr.  GREEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  a  bill  of  the 
following  title;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  30lh 
June,  1855. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  motion  to 
go  into  the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  agreed  to.] 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Phelps  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  local  Territorial  business. 

The  CH  AIR.M  AN.  The  committee  at  its  last 
session,  and  when  it  rose,  had  under  consideration 
House  bill  No.  315,  entitled"  A  bill  to  establish 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  to 
grant  donations  to  actual  settlers  therein,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  to  which  an  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Howk] 
was  pending  to  strike  out  the  second  section,  the 
wfords  "  white"  and  •'  American," and  so  modify 
the  clause  as  to  make  it  read: 

"  Thai  to  every  nmlu  ciiiz'^n  nf  the  IJniieil  Stnins,  or  to 
Fitch  pcriion  aft  fihnll  declare  his  iiiteiiliun  \o  becotue  acili- 
zun  ol  the  ITiiilcd  Stale*,*'  &c. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words  '*  or  who  has  declared  his  intention  to  be- 
come such, "and  to  insert  after  the  word  "years" 
the  words  "  who  has  declared  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen;"  so  that,  if  the  amendments  pre- 
Tail,  the  section  will  read: 

•*  Tlial  lo  every  while  male  citizen *of  the  (Tiiiled  8taleii, 
or  every  white  male  ov<;r  the  aye  of  liveiity-oiin  years,  who 
ba«  drclared  his  intention  tu  bccunic  a  citizen,"  &.c. 

The  question  pending  is  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  latter  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  have  not  risen 
to  make  a  speech.  There  aie  several  subjects 
coming  before  us  on  which  i  wish  to  speak  at 
conaiilerable  length.  Among  them  are  the  Post 
Office  and  the  Pacific  railroad.  Hence  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  consume  more  than  a  few  min- 
utes on  this  occasiim. 

I  have  risen ,  sir,  lo  say  that  I  must  vole  against 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape;  and  I  wish  my  con- 
stituents 10  have  my  explanation  for  my  vote.  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  bill  if  the  word  "white"  is 
relnine<l  in  it. 

I  believe  that  every  person  is  bound  to  esteem 
his  religion  above  everything  else  By  his  religion, 
true  or  superstitious,  rational  or  spurious,  he  must 
give  it  this  preference.  My  own  religion  is  very 
simple.  It  consists  in  the  aim  to  deal  impartially 
and  justly  with  all  men.  On  the  authority  of  the 
Saviour,  the  commandment  to  do  unto  others  as 
we  would  have  others  do  unto  us  comprises  the 
whole  sura  and  substance  of  Christianity. 

1   hold,  sir,  that  we  should  regard  the  whole 


world  as  before  every  man,  and  every  man  enti- 
tled to  seek  his  home  in  any  part  of  it.  If  I  wish 
lo  make  my  lionte  in  Africa,  I  am  to  be  allowed 
to  do  so;  and  if  lam  there  shut  out  from  benefits 
and  blessings  made  common  to  others,  I  am 
wronged,  deeply  wronged.  So  if  a  black  man 
goes  to  New  Mexico,  and  is  there  shut  out  from 
such  common  benefits  and  blessings,  he  is  deeply 
wronged.  Under  the  Jewish  ceremony,  even  the 
fugitive  servant  (fugitive  siaie,  as  many  render 
it)  was  to  be  allowed  his  choice  of  a  home  any- 
where within  the  gates  of  Israel. 

There  is  but  one  true  standard  of  conduct,  and 
that  is  ihe  Divine  conduct.  We  are  to  make  our 
own  moral  character  resemble  that  of  our  Maker 
as  nearly  as  we  can.  But,  surely,  no  one  believes 
that  our  Maker  can  approve  of  the  odious  and  I 
guilty  distinction  under  consideration.  No  one  I 
believes  that  the  incarnate  Son  of  GoiJ,  were  he 
among  us,  would  vote  for  this  distinction.  Says 
the  Apostle  Peter — and  I  am  sure  that  my  learned 
and  Catholic  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Chandler]  will  nut  disparage  the  authority  of 
thai  Apostle,  on  whom  his  church  is  built — "God 
is  no  respecter  of  persons;  but  in  every  nation,  he 
that  feareth  God  and  worketh  righteousness,  is 
accepted  with  him."  "  In  trery  naiim" — in  na- 
tions of  red  and  black  men  as  well  as  white  men. 
I  often  meet  with  gentlemen  who  appear  to  be- 
lieve that  black  men  have  not  the  same  nature, 
the  same  wants,  the  same  sensibilities  as  white 
men.  On  such  occasions,  I  am  wont  to  recall  the 
words  of  Shylock,  the  Jew:  "  Hath  not  a  Jew 
eyes'  Hath  tiota  Jew  hands,  organs,  dimensions, 
senses,  affections,  passions.'  Fed  with  the  same 
food,  hurt  with  the  same  weapons,  subject  lo  the 

I  same  diseases,  healed  by  the  same  means,  warmed 

!  and  cooled  by  the  same  summer  and  winter  as  a 
Christian  is.  If  you  prick  us,  do  we  not  bleed  r 
If  you  tickle  us,  do  we  not  laugh.'  If  you  poison 
us,  do  we  not  die.'  If  you  wrong  us,  shall  we  not 
revenge.'"  How  careful,  sir,  shoulil  we  be,  not 
to  commit  wrongs;  seeing  that  revenge  so  natu- 
rally follows  wrongs !  And  if  we  have  committed 
them,  how  careful  should  we  be  to  prevent  revenge 
by  repentance !  Let  It  not  be  said,  sir,  that  Shy- 
lock  is  poor  authority,  because  he -loved  money. 
His  having  loved  money  is  one  ^oof  that  he 
belonged  to  the  human  brotherhood,  and  had 
experience  of  our  common  nature, 

I  would,  sir,  that  some  black  Shylock  might  be 
allowed  to  enter  this  Hall,  and  to  plead  for  the 
striking  out  of  this  word  "while"  He  might 
be  more  successful  in  his  plea  than  our  white 
Shylocks.  I  would,  sir,  that  ihat  noble  man,  Fred- 
erick Douglass,  could  be  allowed  to  stand  up  here, 
and  pour  out  the  feelings  of  his  great  heart  in 
his  rich,  and  mellow,  and  deep  voice.  I  refer  to 
him,  sir,  because  I  regard  him  as  the  man  of 
America.  He  was  held  in  cruel  bondage  until  he 
was  twenty-one  y'^ars  old.  Then  he  escaped 
from  his  tormentors.  He  was  never  at  school  a 
day  in  his  life;  and  now  he  is  confessedly  one  of 
the  ablest  public  speakersand  writers  in  this  coun- 
try. I  feel  sure,  sir,  that,  could  he  be  heard,  he 
would  be  able  to  bring  the  committee  to  repent  of 
its  purpose  (if  such  is  its  purpose)  to  retain  the 
word  "  while." 

Shall  we  never  cease  from  this  prejudice.  Born 
and  bred, as  I  was,  among  negroes  and  Indians  as 
well  as  whites,  and  respecting  and  loving  all 
equally  well,  this  insane  prejudice  is  well  nigh 
incomprehensible  lo  ine.  I  am  happy  to  recog- 
nize in  every  man  my  brother — ay,  another  self; 
and  I  would  ihat  I  could  infuse  my  education  at 
ihis  point  inio  every  one  who  is  without  it. 

But,  sir,  I  promised  not  to  make  a  speech. 
When  on  this  prolific  theme  of  our  wrongs 
against  the  colored  man,  I  hardly  know  when  to 
stop. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  inquiry 
which  I  pro()ounded  yesterday  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  from  which  this 
bill  was  reported,  in  regard  lo  the  peculiar  and 
unusual  phraseology  employed,  of  "white  male 

1  .'Jnierieon  citizens  of  the  United  Stales"  was  not 
made,  as  seems  lo  have  been  apprehended  in  some 

I  quarters,  in  a  hypercritical  spirit.  I  supposed  that 
the  word  "  American,"  in  that  connection,  wos 
intended  to  have  a  meaning;  and  that  it  had  been 
well  considered  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  lawyer  of 
ability.     I  therefore    propounded  the  inquiry  in 

I  good  faith;  for  i  was  led  to  suppose  it  might  have 


been  inserted  with  the  view  of  excluding  from 
the  benefits  of  the  act  certain  persons,  formerly 
citizens  of  Mexico,  who  were  entitled,  under 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  "  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  Ihe  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States."  I  did  not  .suppuea 
the  word  was  iniidverUntty  introduced,  but  that  it 
was  intended  to  carry  with  it  a  meaning  full  of 
significance  at  least  to  a  class  of  persons  intro- 
duced into  iIk  United  States  under  the  provisions 
of  that  treaty;  and  until  this  inierpretation  is  dis- 
claimed, I  think  it  may  well  bear  that  construc- 
tion. It  would  be  unjust  to  discriminate  against 
the  class  of  persons  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
whether  they  were  of  the  pure  Castilian  blood,  or 
whether  they  were  of  Ihe  mixed  races,  provided 
they  were  citizens  of  the  Mexican  Repubfic  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  citizens  under  ihe  Mexican 
law  at  the  timeof  admission,  I,  forone, should  not 
be  disposed  to  discriminate  agaiitsl  tliem  in  otkr 
legislation  upon  this  subject. 

My  amenilment,  Mr.  Chairman,  lo  strike  from 
the  section  the  word  "  American,"  was  designed, 
therefore,  lo  obviate  the  objection  lo  which  1 
have  referred.  But,  sir,  I  proposed  also  toatrik* 
from  the  section  the  word  "ir/ii/e,"  so  that  the 
benefits  of  ihe  law  might  inure  to  all  "citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  lo  such  persons  as  have 
declared,  or  shall  declare,  their  intention  to  be- 
come citizens."  My  object  in  this  was  to  place 
all  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  all  person* 
entitled  under  our  laws  to  the  ptivilege  of  becon>- 
ing  such,  upon  an  equality  as  to  the  right  of  ai> 
quiring  and  holding  property,  and  this  without 
any  discrimination  as  to  caste  or  color. 

In  several  of  the  States  of  the  Union  colored 
persons  enjoy  the  privilege  of  citizenship,  in 
others  they  do  not;  and  my  own  Slate  is  of  the 
latter  class.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  because  we  are  unwilling  to  raise  them 
to  a  social  and  political  equality  with  the  whites, 
that  we  are  bound  to  withhold  from  them  the 
right  lo  live,  and  the  means  of  procuring  suste- 
nance wherewith  to  support  life.  I  am  opposed 
to  all  such  unjust  discrimination;  it  is  unworthy 
of  the  Government  and  the^e  in  which  we  live. 

1  understand  that  colored  persons  are  citizens  in 
the  Slate  of  Vermont,  and  so  of  Massachusetts, 
and  other  New  England  States;  and,  with  certain 
qualifications,  so  also  in  the  Slate  of  New  York. 
Under  the  bill  as  1  propose  to  amend  it,  these  per- 
sons, 1  suppose,  would  be  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  the  act.  Antl  why  should  they  not  be?  While 
gentlemen  are  contending  here  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  area  of  slave  territory,  upon  the  plea  that, 
while  slavery  itself  would  not  thereby  be  increased, 
the  condition  of  the  slave  would  be  ameliorated 
and  his  happiness  promoted,  is  it  right  lossy  that 
the  free  colored  man  and  his  poaterity  shall  be  for- 
ever confined  to  the  spot  which  he  now  inhabits? 

It  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
which  declares  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  lo  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

If  it  were  in  m^ower,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
extend  the  provirams  of  our  legislation  upon  this 
subject,  so  as  to  reach  our  whole  population.  I 
would  deny  to  no  man,  whatever  might  be  his 
color,  the  right  to  acquire  a  home  for  himself  and 
his  family. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  All  this  discussion  about  the 
mere  verbal  phraseology  of  the  bill  is  a  very 
small  atfair.  There  were  some  inaccuracies  of 
phraseology  occurring  in  the  bill  when  it  was  first 
drawn  up.  Myhealth  at  that  time  was  wretched; 
and  when  we  had  various  discussions  in  the  com- 
mittee in  regard  lo  it,  I  requested  a  clerk  in  the 
Land  Office  to  write  and  draw  up  a  bill  in  con- 
formity with  the  principles  I  suggested.  The  bill 
was  so  drawn  up,  but  I  found  inaccuracies, and  I 
sent  it  back,  and  it  was  again  rewritten,  at  my 
suggestion. 

But  here  is  one  solitary  instance  of  a  verbal 
inaccuracy,  which  gentlemen  have  pointed  out, 
and  that  is  easily  remedied.  Ills  not  worth  talking 
about.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Howe,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  supposed 
that  there  was  some  covert,  latent  meaning  m  the 
use  of  the  word  "  American,"  and  that  it  might 
be  intended  to  affect  the  rights  of  those  emigrants 
who  became  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  by  virtue 
of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  The  gentle- 
man ought  to  know  that  it  is  not  competent  for 
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CoiigrcM,  by  any  act,  to  deprive  men  of  the  right 
Cuarantied  to  them  by  a  treaty,  because  our  or- 
ganic law  expressly  oeclarea  that  a  treaty  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  well  awue  that  no  legis- 
Jation  of  ours  here  can  contravene  a  treaty  atipu- 
latinii.  Bui  when  we  are  legislating  to  give  grants 
of  land  to  certain  persons,  it  does  not  follow  that 
we  shall  necessarily,  by  implication,  under  that 
treaty,  extend  them  to  all  persons. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  real  point  of  difference 
in  the  present  discussion  involves  a  mere  matter 
of  phraseology,  which  con  be  easily  corrected. 
Something  has  been  said  about  negroes  being  cit- 
izens of  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 

This,is  not  the  occasion  for  me  to  go  into  an 
argument  upon  this  subject,  but  1  shall  content 
myself  with  the  general  declaration,  tl^at,  in  my 
Judgment,  it  is  not  competent  for  any  State  of  this 
Union  to  declare  negroes  citizens  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  as  used  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates.  Any  of  the  States  may  extend  to 
them  the  privilegesof  citizenship  within  the  limits 
of  their  respective  States,  but  those  privileges  can 
have  no  existence  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  these 
States.  They  cannot  confer  upon  them  those 
franchises  ana  capabilities  which  will  bring  them 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  which 
will  extend  to  them  the  right  of  citizenship  within 
the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

I  win  say  to  the  committee  that  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  this  point.  It  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  facts.  The  only  point  involved  now  is, 
whether  the  provisions  of  this  bill  shall  b«  ex- 
tended to  negroes  or  limited  to  white  men  f  Now 
I,  for  one,  believe,  as  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt]  stated  yesterday,  that  this 
is  a  Government  of  white  men — carried  on  by 
white  people,  and  for  white  people. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  enlarge  the  original  ob- 
jects of  the  framers  of  the  Government.  It  is  not 
law,  nor  policy  to  do  so.  And  notwithstanding 
the  fine  moral  essay  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Suitr]  delivered  here  this  morn- 
ing— all  of  which  is  very  fine  in  story,  but  very 
little  of  which  has  anything  to  do  with  the  prac- 
tical affairs  of  this  life — I,  for  one,  shall  insist  on 
the  limitation  of  the  original  bill  to  American  cit- 
izens. The  amendment  now  pending  before  the 
committee  proposes  to  exclude  the  word  "Amer- 
ican," and  limit  theadvantoges  of  the  bill  to  white 
male  citizens,  and  to  those  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  who  have  declared  their  intentions  to  be- 
come citizens,  and  who  are  in  the  Territory. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  now  on 
the  adoption  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
{Mr.  Oishct]  be  kind  enough  to  answer  me  an 
inquiry  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.    Ye». 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  want  to  know  whether,  in  the 
Tiew  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  all  persons  re- 
aiding  in  the  province  of  New  Mexico  are  to  be 
entitled,  under  the  terms  of  this  act,  to  the  lands 
donated  by  the  provisions  ^  the  bill  ?  Or,  in 
other  words,  will  the  bill  operate  practically  to 
exclude  all  persons  who  were  formerly  Mexican 
citizens  from  the  advantages  of  the  act? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  bill,  in  express  terms,  ex- 
tends to  every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide 
whether,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
these  Mexican  citizens  are  now  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  Would  observe  to  the  gentle- 
man that  the  amendment  offered  by  him  to  my 
amendment,  still  retains  the  word  "American." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Howe] 
that  the  eenileman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disket]  has 
modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word 
"American." 

Mr.  HOWE.  Oh,  very  well;  I  got  the  im- 
pression that  I  had  from  reading  the  report  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  in  the  Globe. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Well,  then,  the  report  in  the 
Globe  must  be  wrong. 

Mr.  WADE.  At  the  time  the  question  was 
before  the  House  and  committee  on  the  home- 
stead bill,  I  forbore  to  make  any  remarks  jQstify- 
inemyvote,or  what  would  have  been  my  vote,  if 
I  had  been  in  the  House  whsn  the  bill  was  finally 
pasMd,  in  oppooitioo  to  that  word  "  wbit«."  And 


I  take  this  opportunity  now  to  express  my  views 
on  that  subject,  which,  I  believe,  correspond  with 
those  of  nineteen  twentieths  of  my  cooslituents, 
of  whatever  party  they  may  have  been,  or  are 
still,  members.  It  has  been  said  here  by  gentle- 
men that  they  understood  that  thia  was  a  white 
Govel-nment.  Well,  i  did  not  suppose  that  the 
Government  had  any  particular  color. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    Oh,  yes,  it  has. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  bad  myself  supposed  that  it 
was  rather  a  human  Government;  and,  in  my 
judgment,  if  it  be  a  human  Government,  it  must 
extend  to  all  human  beings.  It  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt]  yes- 
terday, and  he  opened  his  speech  on  this  matter 
by  saying,  that  this  is  a  white  man 's  Government, 
or  words  equivalent  to  that,  and  that  he  supposed 
it  was  made  for  the  white  people.  Now  I  find, 
by  examining  the  gentleman's  district,  that  he 
represents  thirty-three  thousand' and  odd  white 
people,  and  ninety-four  thousand  and  odd  colored 
people. 

Well,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  what  this  Gov- 
ernment, as  a  Government,  has  to  do  with  the 
color  of  any  man',  because  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  be  orthodox  as  to  color,  if  the  question 
were  brought  down  to  a  question  of  strict  church 
discipline,  according  to  the  opinions  of  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Whig  deacons  here.  1  cannot  tell  how 
i  should  come  out  under  such  sn  ordeal. 

But  this  one  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is,  that 
the  intent  of  this  Government  is  to  be  gathered 
from  the  Convtitution  of  the  United  States  itself. 
Now,  I  deny  that  the  most  ardent  strict  construc- 
tionist can  find  anything  therein  which  gives  color 
to  this  notion  that  it  is  a  colored  government;  that 
is,  a  while,  or  no-colored.  Government,  or  a  black 
colored  Government.  The  Constitution  says 
nothing  about  any  tribe  or  race  of  men;  it  speaks 
of  persona,  and  whoever  bears  that  character  is 
a  membei  of  the  Government,  if  bom  within  its 
territory. 

Now,  if  gentlemen  will  convince  me  that  a  black 
man  is  not  a  person,  then  I  will  admit  that  he  is 
not  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges,  or  any  of  th» 
benevolence  of  this  Government.  But  if  he  ia  a 
person,  then  'he  comes  within  the  purview  of  the 
Constilutiofrof  the  United  States;  and  if  the  Con- 
stitution has  spoken  of  slaves,  it  has  not  spoken 
of  them  as  colored  persons.  The  Constitution 
throws  its  protection  around  the  slaveholder, as 
much  when  he  gets  a  white  man  within  his  grasp 
as  it  does  when  he  gets  the  black  man — and  that 
is  no  protection  at  all.  It  gives  no  countenance  to 
slavery .  There  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  that 
has  aught  to  do  with  the  color  of  a  free  man,  or 
with  the  color  of  a  slave. 

Well  DOW,  sir,  what  ought  we  to  do  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  are  some  five  hundred  thousand 
free  people  of  color  among  us?  What  ought  the 
slaveholder  to  do  ?  To  throw  open  these  Terri- 
tories, and  permit  the  colored  man  to  depart  from 
the  States  which  oppress  him,  and  locate  himself 
where  he  can  have  the  opportunity  to  prove  his 
equality  with  the  whites,  or  make  his  inequality 
manifest  beyond  controversy. 

Now,  it  ia  a  strange  thing  to  me  that  men  of 
intellect,  and  men  of  benevolence — for  I  take  it 
that  we  are  such  all  of  us — should  be  legislating 
to  protect  the  strong  and  to  oppress  the  weak.  The 
strong  man  can  lake  care  of  himself.  If  any 
one  needs  protection,  it.  is  the  weak,  not  the 
strong.  But  how  do  you  prove  your  superiority? 
Are  not  idiots  your  inferiors?  Are  not  minor 
children  your  inferiors?  Your  legislation  in  re- 
spect to  those  unfortunates  is  humane,  gentle, 
merciful — why  then  not  treat  the  black  at  least 
with  equal  kindness 

But  the  colored  man  does  not  ask  your  benevo- 
lence until  you  have  done  him  justice;  nor  for 
your  mercy  until  he  has  subjected  himself  to  some 
righteous  penalty;  and  this  Gill  is  blacker  with  in- 
justice than  the  negro's  skin.  It  donates  large 
tracts  of  land  to  the  rich.  The  white  man  with 
millions,  is  the  object  of  your  bounty,  while  the 
poor  black  man  is  insultingly  denied  this  simple 
gratuity.  Sir,  I  cannot,  T  will  not  support  a 
measure  which  thus  outrages  every  sense  of  right. 

There  is  another  feature  of  this  bill  to  which  I 
object.  It  is  to  its  exclusion  of  all  foreigners  from 
its  bounty  who  are  not  now  in  the  territory,  and 
hence  is  but  partial  in  its  provision,  and  inado- 
quale  to  the  exigencies  of  ths  country. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  ttro*  at  which  do- 


bate  was  to  be  closed  upon  this  bill,  by  an  order 
of  the  House,  has  arrived,  and  no  further  discus- 
sion is  in  order. 

Mr.  WADE.  In  order  to  allow  me  to  finish 
my  remarks,  I  move  an  amend  meat,  and  that  iS| 
to  strike  out  the  word  "white." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  An  amendment  is  not  in 
order.  There  are  already  two  amendments  pend- 
ing— an  amendment  to  an  amendment.  The 
question  recurs  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dismkt] 
to  the  amendment  of  the  eenlleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Howe.]  "The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  is  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment of  the  sentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  white  male  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stales,  or  every  white  mole 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who  hoa 
declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citijen,  and 
removed  to,"&c. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  theqnestion, 
08  it  seems  to  be  a  teat  question. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meaara.  Millsov 
and  Campbell  appointed. 

The  question  wan  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayea  76;  a  further  count  not  being  demanded. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  woa 
adopted. 

Irhe  queation  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amepdment,  as  amended. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  explain  the 
state  of  the  queation.  Must  not  the  queation  be 
taken  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Penosylvania,  [Mr.  Howe.'] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman  from  Ohio 
moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  and  to  insert  hia  own 
amendment.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  therefore,  having  been  adopted,  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  stricken  oat. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  see  how  that  can  ba 
stricken  out  which  has  never  been  inserted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Is  the  amend- 
ment now  amendable  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  move  to  strike  out  tha 
word  "  white." 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether  the  word  "white," 
having  been  inserted  by  the  committee,  it  ia  in 
order  to  strike  it  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  ofthe  opin- 
ion that  it  is  not  in  order.  It  will  be  in  order  to 
move  to  add  to  the  amendment,  but  not  to  strike 
out. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  would  ask  the  Chair 
respectfully,  whether  this  amendment,  having  been 
inserted  as  a  whole,  it  is  not  in  order  to  mOve  to 
amend  by  strikine  out  some  part  of  it?  The  com- 
mittee have  decided  that  they  prefer  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  as  a  whole,  to 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  but  they 
have  not,  as  I  understand  it,  decided  that  they 
prefer  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
as  offered  by  him  to  that  amendment,  amended. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  has  not 
yet  decided  that  it  prefers  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  the  language  of  the  ori- 
ginal bill.  That  is  the  question  which  is  now 
pending  before  the  committee.  When  a  motion 
IS  made  and  carried  to  strike  out  and  insert,  it  is 
not  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out  any  portion  of 
that  which  has  been  inserted.  It  would  be  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  to  move  to  add  to  that 
which  has  been  inserted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Then  I  move  to  add 
after  the  word  "white,"  the  words  "or  col- 
ored." 1  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  very  much  for 
the  sake  of  right  and  justice,  and  something  for 
the  credit  of  Congress  and  the  country,  that  the 
amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Has  not  tha  general  debate 
closed  on  this  bill  ?  If  it  has,  is  the  gentleman  in 
order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  general  debate  haa 
closed,  and  the  five  minutes  debate  has  just  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  The  effect  of  the  bill,  if 
passed  as  amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
will  be  to  exclude,  as  I  understand,  many  people 
who  were  born  on  the  soil,  and  born  free,  from 
the  rights  of  citizenship  and  from  the  rights  which 
are  granted  to  others,  to  strangers,  natives  of 
I  other  States,  and  other  landa. 
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AnJ  besides,  sir,  inmany  of  the  northern  Slates, 
in,  I  believe,  nil  the  New  England  States,  black 
men  are  freemen  and  citizens,  entitled  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  such  States  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  immunities,  and  franchises  of  white 
men.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IIoive] 
said,  guarantees  to  the  citizens  of  one  State  equal- 
ity of  rights  with  the  citizens  of  any  other  State. 
I  maintain  that  the  bill,  if  passed  m  its  present 
form,  would  be  in  derogation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and 
Vermont,  and  other  northern  States  have,  by  their 
laws,  passed,  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  sover- 
eignty— us  many  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  South 
like  to  call  it — declared  that  black  nien  may  be 
citizens  of  those  Slates. 

Wehaveheard.in  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  question,  a  great 
deal  from  southern  gentlemen  in  reference  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  equality  of  rights.  We  have  been 
told  often  and  again  that  the  southern  slaveholders 
have  a  right  to  go  with  what  the  Legislatures  of 
their  sovereign  States  have  declared  to  be  properly, 
chattels,  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales. 
And  they  tell  us  that  there  is  no  power — no  power 
in  this  Congress,  in  this  Government  in,  the  Terri- 
tories— no  power  under  the  sun,which  can  exclude 
them  from  going  with  their  property  into  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  Stales,  that  which  their  local 
laws  have  made  property.  They  say  that  if  Con- 
gress pass  laws  for  such  exclusion,  it  invades 
their  rights  and  insults  their  people;  and  yet  they 
tell  us  that  Congress  shall,  by  law,  exclude  the 
citizens  of  our  Slates,  citizens  by  our  laws,  from 
going  into  these  Territories — thus  placing  the  man 
below  the  thing.  This  is  equality  of  rights  with 
a  witness;  and  what  a  miserable  humbug  doctrine 
it  is,  as  practically  interpreted  by  those  who  in- 
vented it. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Are  not  free  negroes  excluded 
by  the  constitutions  of  several  of  the  northern 
States  from  coming  wiihin  their  limits.' 

Mr.  WASIIBURiV.  That  may  be  true;  and 
if  they  are  to  be  excluded  from  going  wiihin  the 
confines  of  these  Territories,  what  are  you  going 
to  do  with  them  ?  Are  you  going  to  drive  them 
from  God's  earth?  Where  shall  they  live ?  Will 
you  break  those  you  have  bent  before? 

Mr.  KEITT.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
aska,  if  you  e.xclude  these  free  blacks  from  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  what  are  you  to 
do  with  them?  What  does  this  demonstrate? 
That  our  rights  have  been  violated,  our  slaves  se- 
duced from^us  under  the  pretense  of  freedom  by 
certain  persons  in  the  free  States;  and  then,  after 
our  slaves  have  been  taken,  we  are  asked  by  some 
members  from  these  free  States,  to  let  them  take  the 
public  land  on  which  to  settle  them. 

Now,  sir,  OS  to  the  question  of  property,  made 
by  the  gentleman,  the  gentleman  says  we  claim 
the  right  to  carry  our  slaves  to  these  Territories, 
and  he  asks  upon  what  ground  we  can  prevent 
these  persons  from  going  there  as  citizens.  Why, 
sir,  has  the  gentleman  not  sufHcient  subtlety  of 
perception  to  perceive  the  difference  between  per- 
sons and  property  ?  Does  he  not  perceive  that  we 
may  have  the  right  to  take  our  slaves  into  the 
Territories  as  property,  and  yet  deny  the  right  of 
citizenship  to  the  blacks  as  persons?  Sir,  if  it  is 
not  plain  enough  without  argument,  argument 
cannot  make  it  plainer. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  If  the  citizen  of  South 
Carolina  has  a  right  to  go  into  the  Territories  of 
tht  United  States  with  his  negroes  as  chattels,  by 
virtue  of  his  local  laws,  I  ask  the  gentleman  by 
what  right  Congress,  under  the  Constitution,  can 
exclude  citizens — made  citizens  by  the  laws  of 
sovereign  States  of  the  North — from  going  there 
as  citizens  ? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  yester- 
day, that  this  was  n  Government  of  white  men. 
I  believe  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  any  State  making  any  one  a 
citizen  whom  it  pleases.  But  these  Territories 
belong  to  the  whole  of  the  Stales.  Here  is  an  in- 
stitution vital  to  us  and  our  Government,  based 
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upon  races.  If  then,  you  carry  these  colored  per- 
sons into  the  Territories,  giving  lliem  there  the 
status  of  citizenship,  you  indirectly  assail  our  in- 
stitutions by  affirming,  through  legislation,  the 
equality  of  the  races,  which  we  deny  in  the  very 
beginning.  Any  Stale  may  determine  the  status 
of  citizenship  within  her  limits,  but  the  Federal 
Government  can  recognise  none  but  whites  as 
people.  This  properly  is  common.  If  Maine 
chooses  to  establish  black  citizenship,  I  have  no 
objection,  and  if  Maine  had  any  territory  belong- 
ing to  her  exclusively,  I  should  have  no  objection 
to  her  establishing  that  status  there.  But  this  ter- 
ritory being  common  to  us  all,  and  there  being  a 
fundamental  difference  in  the  South  between  white 
and  black,  socially  and  politically,  to  go  no  fur- 
ther, I  do  maintain  that  if  these  northern  Stales 
insist  upon  black  citizenship  there,  they  violate 
the  Constitution,  and  attempt  to  circumvent  and 
indirectly  destroy  that  institution  which  is  vital 
to  us. 

And  now  let  me  ask  a  question  of  the  member 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,]  who  indulged  in  a  hom- 
ily Just  now.  I  want  to  know  whether  in  the 
Slate  of  Ohio  black  men  vote?  I  want  to  know, 
also,  whether  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio  blacks  and 
whites  intermarry  ? 

Mr.  WADE.  Why,  it  is  just  as  they  please 
about  that. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Well,  the  white  man  who  mar- 
ries a  black  woman  must  be  so  degraded  that  even 
such  a  connection  will  elevate  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  Chair  must  call  the 

fenlleman  from  South  Carolina  to  order.  The  con- 
ition  of  affairs  in  Ohio  is  not  under  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wash- 
burn's amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  after  the  word  "white"  the 
words  "  or  more  than  half  while."     [Laughter.] 

I  offer  that  amendment  in  behalf  of  a  large 
class  of  individuals,  who  inhabit  many  of  the 
Slates  of  the  Union,  and  who  have  less  than  half 
colored  blood  in  their  veins.  Among  them  are 
some  of  the  moat  worthy  Democrats  in  the  coun- 
try. [Laughter.]  They  are  the  direct  descend- 
ants of  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  great  apostle  of 
American  Democracy.  Men  and  women,  who  are 
the  direct  descendants  of  that  great  statesman,  are 
not  permitted  to  go  into  this  territory  and  lake 
their  land  like  other  persons,  or  like  common  peo- 
ple. [A  laugh.]  Sir,  let  it  be  known  that  our 
Northern  Democrats — the  lovers  of  liberty,  the 
admirers  of  this  founder  of  their  parly — will  now 
vote  to  shut  out  from  this  Territory  his  descend- 
ants. 

In  this  city  there  are  said  to  be  several  descend- 
ants of  one  as  illustrious  as  a  woman  as  Jef- 
ferson was  for  a  statesman — grand-children  of 
Martha  Washington^who  are  as  while  as  I  am. 
Are  we  prepared  to  say  they  shall  be  excluded 
from  participating  in  the  benefits  of  this  act?  I 
beg  gentlemen  of  the  committee  to  consider,  re- 
flect, and  pause  before  they  attempt  to  make  such 
an  unjust  exclusion  as  this.  Why,  it  would  al- 
most depopulate  some  of  your  southern  States, 
were  they  to  exclude  this  class  of  people.  They 
could  not  be  represented  here  by  as  numerous  a 
delegation  as  they  now  are — States  that  have  a 
larger  proportion  of  colored  than  of  white  people. 

The  gentleman  over  the  way  [Mr.  Keitt]  says 
that  this  Government  is  a  Government  of  white 
people.  Am  1  to  tell  that  gentleman  that  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  Constitution  were  elected  by  colored 
men  in  part;  that  one  of  the  southern  Stales  of  this 
Union  sent  Delegates  here  by  the  vote  of  colored, 
as  well  as  white  men.  I  deny  tlie  position  assumed 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  that  this 
is  a  Government  of  white  people.  Those  men, 
elected  in  part  by  votes  given  by  colored  men,  de- 
clared that  they  framed  the  (Jonstitulion,  which 
is  now  the  great  charter  of  our  liberties,  for  them- 
selves and  their  offspring — tliat  is, the  offspring  of 
those  who  elected  them,  black  as  well  as  wTiite 
men . 

Mr.  KEITT.    No. 


Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  is  more  than 
two  thirds  colored  himself,  if  you  lake  the  color 
of  the  people  of  his  district  as  the  criterion  of  his 
complexion.  [Laughter.]  Why,  sir,  the  dele- 
gation from  South  Carolina  represent  a  greater 
numberof  colored  than  of  white  people.  Now,  will 
the  gentleman  be  so  ungrateful  to  the  people,  by 
virtue  of  whose  existence  he  holds  his  sent  here, 
as  to  exclude  them  from  all  participation  in  the 
lands  of  this  Territory?  1  trust  not;  it  strikes  me 
as  being  cruel,  inhuman,  and  unjust.  The  day  has 
come  when  men  are  looking  to  humanity,  and  not 
to  color;  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  righteous- 
ness, rather  than  to  low  and  unworthy  prejudices; 
to  the  discharge  of  duties,  rather  than  to  the  grat- 
ification of  feelings  of  oppression,  unworthy  of  a 
civilized  people. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  desire  to  withdraw  tlie 
amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
asks  leave  of  the  committee  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  object,  as  I  wish  to  say 
a  very  few  words  myself  about  this  mailer.  I 
do  not  wish  to  participate  in  a  discussion  of  this 
sort  at  nil,  but  merely  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to 
the  Jeer  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Keitt,]  who  t  understood  as  say- 
ing that  the  white  race  in  Ohio  would  be  improved 
by  intermarrying  with  negroes.  I  desire  lo  say, 
in  behalf  of  the  white  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  that  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  intermar- 
rying with  blacks,  though  it  is  there  as  it  is  in 
other  Stales — «  mere  matter  of  taste.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  I  suppose,  thinks, 
as  I  confess  I  do,  that  it  is  a  very  high  offense 
against  correct  taste  lo  intermarry  with  blacks; 
and  I  merely  rise — and  I  shall  not  consume  much 
of  the  time  of  the  committee  in  so  doing — to  pu 
thisinquirylo  the  honorable  member:  If  the  whiles 
do  not  intermarry  with  the  blacks  in  his  district, 
in  what  way  can  he  explain  the  fact  consistently, 
with  n  correct  stale  of  morals,  that  there  ore  so 
many  mulatto  people  there?     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KEITT.    1  answer  the  gentleman 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Keitt]  is  out  of  order,  as  the  de- 
bale  has  closed  upon  tne  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Gid- 
DiNGs's  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobo]  yesterday. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  amendment  applies  to  the 
fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth  lines  of  the 
second  section.  It  is  simply  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  citizens  by  granting 
only  one  hundred  and  sixty,  instead  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Mr.  Chairman,  thereisa  fourth 
amendment  which  1  wish  to  propose  to  the  second 
section,  and  which  takes  precedence  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  It 
is  to  strike  out  of  the  fourth  line  the  words  "  re- 
moved to,  and,"  so  as  lo  make  it  read: 

(*  Every  while  ciltzeii  of  the  United  Klatc!),  or  who  ha.<« 
declared  hiH  jiilenltun  to  liecomu  a  citizen,  over  Hie  age  of 
twenly  one  yearn,  who  waii  reHiJing  in  said  Territory,'*  lie. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  word 
"  American"  occurs  again  in  the  ninth  line.  I 
propose  to  amend 

Mr.  PARKER,  (inlerrupling.)  I  have  an 
omendment  to  propose  in  the  sixth  line,  which 
takes  precedence  of  that  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  proposes  to  offer.  I  propose  to  in- 
sertafler  the  word  "  fifty-three"  the  words  "and 
who  may  be  still  resident  there."  I  do  not  know 
what  was  the  object  of  framing  the  bill  in  this 
way;  but  I  suppose  it  was  to  encourage  the  settle- 
ment of  the  'ferritory.  I  imagine  thot  if  an  esti- 
mate had  been  made  on  the  Isl  day  of  January, 
1853,  it  would  be  found  ihat  there  was  a  large 
number  of  persons  residing  in  the  Territory  of 
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New  Mexico  at  that  time  who  have  since  removed 
away.  And  it  would  certainly  be  wron;  to  allow 
to  come  now  and  obtain  the  privil^ea  and  bene-  , 
fits  of  this  bill,  individuals  who  thus  fefl,  and  never 
expect  to  return.  Under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  these  persons  would  have  a  right  to  come  for- 
ward and  receive  thece  lands — a  section  in  one  in- 
stance, and  a  half  aeclion  in  another.  If  that  was 
the  object  of  the  committee  in  framing  this  bill, 
it  will  not  work  well;  but  (  suppose  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  framtrs  to  give  any  such 
privilege  to  the  persona  to  whom  I  refer. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  that  the  bill  proposes  only  to 
donate  to  the  parlies  who  occupy  and  cultivate  the 
land  for  not  less  than  four  years. 

Mr.  PARKER.  Yes;  but  that,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, cannot  alter  the  ecate  of  the  case.  There  is, 
I  know,  a  phrase  in  the  next  paragraph  in  rela- 
tion to  the  actual  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the 
land  for  no  less  than  four  years.  But  this  clause 
does  not  apply  to  the  point.  And  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  observe,  on  reading  the  bill,  that 
this  does  not  apply  to  the  clause  in  which  1  pro- 
pose to  insert  the  amendment  that  I  have  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  desk.  The  next  paragraph  applies 
exclusively  to  those  who  come  there  until  ih*  year 
1858. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Parkxk.] 

Mr.  ZOl^LICOFFER.  Is  it  in  order,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Then  I  propose  to 
amend  by  striking  out  all  the  words  between  the 
word  "what,"  in  the  fourth  line,  and  the  word 
"Bhall,"in  the  tenth  line. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  ia  not  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diani. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  cannot  be 
entertained.  It  is  not  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

The  question  was  then  Uken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Parker;  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs  now 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Cobb.] 

Mr.  COBB.  I  wish  to'explain  what  my  amend- 
ment is,  that  it  may  be  fully  understood.  It  re- 
lates entirely  to  the  aoanlity  of  acres,  and  is  to 
strikeout  "  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof "  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,"  throughout.  That  is  the  object  of  the 
amendment. 

I  would  remark,  further,  that  as  we  haTC  in  the 
homestead  bill  fixed  the  time  of  actual  occupancy 
and  cultivation  to  five  years,  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter make  the  provisions  of  this  bill  conform  to 
that;  and,  therefore,  that  the  word  "  four,"  in  the 
■txleenth  line  of  this  second  section,  should  be 
changed  to  "  five." 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  provision  of  the  i>ill  in 
relation  to  the  quantity  of  land  ia  one  in  the 
formation  of  which  I  had  bat  littls  share.  I  as- 
sented to  it  because  it  brings  this  bill,  in  this  re- 
spect, in  conformity  to  like  provisions  in  reference 
to  other  Territories  of  the  Union.  The  same 
reasons  which  have  heretofore  induced  Congress 
to  make  grants  of  this  sort  to  other  Territories 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  nay,  with  more  force  than  tii«y  did  to 
those  other  Territories.  The  reason  is  this,  that 
there  are  less  inducements  in  that  Territory  to  in- 
vite emigration  within  its  bounds  than  there  is  in 
the  Terrritory  of  Oregon.  Leas  inducements,  I 
say.  On  the  other  hand,  again,  the  obvious  policy 
of  the  Government  is  much  more  urg«nt  to  in- 
duce emigration  to  the  Territory  of  New  Mex- 
ieo  than  to  the  other  Territories.  Whate»er  of 
population  is  there  is  mostly  foreign  born;  and 
It  IS  important  to  the  Government  to  American- 
ize that  Territory,  and  to  infuse  into  it  rapidly, 
and  at  an  early  period  as  possible,  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  American  feeling,  American  tendencies,  and 
American  instincU  anddisposition  as  posRible. 

In  several  poinU  of  view,  then,  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  hold  out  inducements  to 
American  emigration  within  the  limits  of  this 
Territory.  Hence  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
granting  donations  to  actual  settlers  only.  I  again 
repeat,  that  th«  natural  inducemente  to  •migra- 


tion to  New  Mexico  ore  infinitely  inferior  to  those 
which  exist  in  regard  to  Oregon.  Look  at  the 
facts.  What  emigration  has  gone  t»New  Mex- 
ico, or  what  emigration  is  now  going  there,  in 
comparison  to  that  which  has  gone  to  Oregon  ? 
The  tacts  speak  for  themselves.  They  speak  more 
eloquently  tind  forcibly  than  anything  which  1  can 
present  to  this  House. 

The  military  policy  of  the  Government  also  de- 
mands an  early  Americanization  of  the  population 
of  New  Mexico.  And  in  the  absence  of  the 
ordinary  natural  inducements,  which  operate  to 
encourage  emigration,  there  is  an  increased  neces- 
sity of  making  these  donations  more  liberal  than 
those  which  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  other 
Territories. 

One  word  more  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
time  during  which  actual  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion is  required.  Four  years  was  the  time  fixed 
in  reference  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  altd  the 
provision  of  this  bill  is  precisely  the  same  in  that 
respect. 

Mr.  KEITT.  A  few  moments  ago  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  remind 
the  gentleman  that  further  debate  is  not  in  order 
upon  this  amendment. 

The  Chair  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Cobb]  if -his  amendment  is  to  strike 
out  "  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres"  wherever 
it  occursf  and  to  substitute  "  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres"  in  lien  thereof? 
iVlr.  COBB.    That  ia  my  amendment. 
Mr.  KEITT.     Is  debate  in  order  now  ? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not.    The  question 
must  first  be  taken  upon  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  desire  to  ofiferan  amendment. 
I  move  to  strike  out  "one  hundred  and  sixty" 
and  insert  "  one  hundred  and  forty." 
The  member  from  Ohio,  Mr.  Chairman—— 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  inform 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  in  the  ouwet 
that  he  must  ooofine  his  remarks  to  showing  why 
"  one  hundred  and  sixty"Bhould  be  stricken  out, 
and  *'  one  hundred  and  forty"  inserted. 

Mr.  KIETT.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  my 
intercourse  here  and  elsewhere,  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  being  courteous  to  every  man  who  understands 
the  ordinary  civilities  of  intercourse;  but  when  an 
indecent  inquiry  is  made  of  me,  I  treat  it  as  such, 
and  never  do  it  in  a  manner  to  be  mistaken.  The 
member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camfbell]  asked  me  a 
question  in  relation  to  morals.    My  answer  is 

this:  If  they  are  there,  1  might  say  that 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  calls  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  to  order. 

Mr.  KEITT.  If  they  are  there,  I  might  say 
that  Free-Soil  schoolmasters  and  clock  venders 
had  much  to  do  with  the  condition  of  things  of 
which  the  member  speaks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  TheChair  again  calls  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  order.  The 
gentleman  must  confine  himself  to  an  explanation 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Well,  sir,  if  I  cannot  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  have  nothing  more 
to  say. 

Mr.  C  AM  PBELL.  Oh !  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  will  be  allowed  full  latitude 
in  his  remarks,  and  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  bound  to 
enforce  the  rules. 

Mr.  KEITT.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  was  about  to  object  to 
the  withdrawing  of  that  amendment.  I  should 
like  to  hear  all  the  gentleman  may  have  to  say. 

The  CH  A I RM  A  N.  The  Chair  calls  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  to  order.  The  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  been  with- 
drawn, and  no  discussion  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  Mr.  Cobb  's  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

Mr.  GI DDINGS.  I  desire  to  add  a  proviso  at 
the  find  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Aloibama  which  has  just  been  adopted. 

iVfr.  COBB.  I  desire  to  inquire,  at  this  point, 
whether  my  amendment  applies  to  more  than  one 
clause  of  the  bill  > 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  does  not. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  suppose  the  fourteenth  line  will 
have  to  be  amended  to  conform  with  the  amend- 
ment tlu  foamittee  has  just  adopted. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
such  alterations  will  be  made  as  are  necessary  to 
make  the  remainder  of  the  section  conform  to  the 
amendment  which  has  been  adopted. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  order  was 
made. 

.  Mr.  GIDDINGS.    I  now  desire  to  add  a  pro- 
viso at  the  end  of  the  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  amendment  will  be 
in  order,  unless  there  be  other  amendments  to  be 
offered  to  preceding  portions  oflhe  section. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOh'FER.  1  have  an  amendment 
to  offer  to  a  preceding  portion  of  the  section.  I 
move  to  strike  out  from  the  word  "  who,"  in  the 
fourth  line,  to  the  word  "shall," in  the  twenty- 
fourth  line,  as  follows: 

**  Bemovf^d  to  nod  wafl  residing  In  said  Territory  prior  to 
the  iMi  day  of  January,  1853,  liiKre  shall  lie,  and  hereby  Is, 
donated  nnehairKctton,ur  tliree  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  ifsingle;  but  if  married,  one  section,  or  six  bon- 
dreii  and  forty  acres.  And  to  each  white  male  American 
citizens  who  shall" — 

So  that  the  clause  of  the  section  would  read: 
"  That  to  every  white  male  American  citizen  of  the  Doi- 
ted States,  or  who  has  declared  his  intention  lo  tiecoina 
such,  over  ihe  age  of  iweniy-one  years,  who  shall  remove 
to  and  settle  in  paid  Territory  between  the  1st  day  of  Jaso- 
ary,  1653,  and  the  Isl  day  of  January,  IBi'ie,  there  sbali  in 
iilie  manner  be  donated  one  qaarter  section,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  if  a  eingie  man,  or,  if  married,  one 
half  section,  or  three  hnndred  and  twenty  acres,  on  cmtdi* 
tion  of  actual  seitlemeni  aiMi  caitivation  for  not  less  than 
four  years.** 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  motion  ia  in  order. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I 
understand  the  policy  of  the  bill,  or  the  reasons 
upon  which  the  bill  is  based,  which  are  likely  to 
press  themselves  for  the  ajtprobation  of  this  com- 
mittee, they  are  that  the  bill  is  intended  to  pro- 
mote emigration  to  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 
If  that  b  the  object,  I  am  not  able  to  discover 
the  propriety  of  making  donations  of  lands  to 
those  who  had  emigralea  to  the  Territory  prior  to 
the  year  1853,  or  prior  to  the  present  time.  If  the 
amendment  be  adopted,  the  biN  will  provide  for 
giving  lands  to  those  who  may  hereafter  emigrate 
to  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  If  the  bill  be 
so  amended,  I  shall  be  willing  to  vote  for  it.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  there  is  no  propriety  in 
giving  large  amounts  of  public  land  to  those  who 
naveneretofore  emigrated  to  the  Territory. 

Mr.  DISNEY  obuined  the  floor. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  With  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,!  wHt 
suggest  an  amendment  in  the  ninth  line,  so  that 
the  bill  will  read,  if  it  be  adopted,  as  follower 
"Every   citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  every 

Cerson  who  shall  have  declared  his  intention  to 
ecome  a  citizen  of  the  States." 

Mr.  DISNEY.  That  is  right.  There  is  ncr 
objection  to  the  gentleman's  amendment. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  the  amendment  be  adopted, 
will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to  amend  the  bill  where- 
ever  it  provides  for  a  discrimination  betweea 
married  and  unmarried  men ) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  inform 
the  gentleman  from  Oregon  that  the  amendment 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  does  away  with  the  discrimination  to 
which  he  refers.  The  quantity  of  land  to  be 
granted  has  been  reduced  from  six  hundred  and 
fortv  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  dia- 
criminotion  made  between  married  and  unmar- 
ried men.  I  am  glad  that  it  has  been  dune  away 
with  as  the  Chair  indicates. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Washburne,]  to  make  the  section,  In  the 
ninth  line,  correspond  with  the  first,  second,  and 
third  lines,  as  they  have  been  amended. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Let  that  bemy  amend- 
ment, though  the  Chair  does  not  exactly  slate  it 
as  I  introduced  it  at  first. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  As  the  Chair  slated  it  I  think 
it  is  best. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  Mr.  Wasb- 
bdrne's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  say  bat  a  word.  I 
have  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  making  donaliona 
to  induce  emigration  to  this  Territory.  Thegen- 
tleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  has  already 
reduced  the  amount  of  the  donation  made  to  those 
who  emigrated  to  the  Territory  prior  to  1853. 
The  pending  motion  is  to  strike  out  that  donation 
altogether.    It  seems  to  be  natural  that  those  who 
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Irai  mcnantered  the  perils,  privalinns,  and  hnz- 
4i<l«,  incideiit  10  an  emigraiion  to  this  Territory, 
should  receive  a  largerdonation  than  those  who^o 
ibtfeMibsequenlly.  But  independent  of  all  ttmt 
cius  of  considerations,  there  is  another.  I  have 
tlceiily  spoken  of  the  absence  of  inducements  to 
nnijrauon  to  this  Territory.  I  have  already 
ipoken  of  the  obvious  policy  of  inducing  an  eini- 
craiioii  there;  and  certainly,  if  this  be  so,  it   is 

I important  lo  retain  those  immigrants  who  have 

^^Uready  gone  there. 

^■^Now,  if  the  pending  amendment  be  ai^reed  to, 
^Jptd  you  refuse  to  make  donations  to  those  who 
^Rtntlready  (here,  so  Car  as  It  will  have  efTect  at 
^■U,KviU  he  to  destroy  the  equality  of  induce- 
meol  that  is  held  out  to  thecoming  emigrant  here- 
after; the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  lose  what  little 
emi^uon  you  have  already  got  there.     That  is 
sll  I  desire  iosajr. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on   Mr.  Zolli- 
corrca'i  amendment,  and   it  was  rejected;  there 

I beine.on  «  division — ayes  10,  noes  not  counted. 

^^L  Mr.  COBB.     I  desire  now  to  test  the  sense  of 

^Hpecommiiiee  in  relation  to  tl>e  time  which  the 

^^feller  shall  occupy  tlie  land  before  he  obtains  a 

paienl.    Kt  the  bill  now  stands,  the  time  is  four 

yrirs.    I  move  to  strike  out  "four"  and  insert 

'hereof,  so  as  to  make  this  billcon- 

iiiestead  bill. 

L  .>ir.  ui>.\  EY.     I   wouki   suggest  to  the  cora- 

iltee  that  four  years  is  the  time  provided  for  by 

elsw  in  relation   to  Oregon;  and  why  make  a 

Vereoce  between  the  Territories?     1  say  again, 

k^t  aixih  time,  Uiat  there  arc  more  induce- 

"^     "  r  emigration  lo  Oregon  than  there  are  to 

xico;  and  if  you  impose  more  stringent 

ni  and  conditions  on  emigrants  to  New 

laico,  you  diminish  still   further  the    induce- 

leau  to  emi;nite  lo   that  Territory.     The  whole 

ndency  of  this  policjr  ia  hoelile  lo  the  interesls 

r  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  COBB,     i  believe  the  gentleman  has  been 
ocupying  my  five  minutes;  but  I  do  not  want  lo 
nikei  ipeech. 
[Mr.  BISSELL.     I  desire  to  lay  a  few  words 

on  this  amendment. 
iTheCHAIRMAN.   Debate  is  exhausted  upon 

[Mr.  BISSELL.     The  time   of  the  gentleman 

VnOhio  lias  not  expired;  and,  with  his  permis- 

m,  I  will  occupy  the  remainder  of  it. 

|l  desire  to  say  that  a  distinction  is  to  be  drawn 

Itveen  this  case  and  that  of  the  homestead  bill. 

the  case  of  the   homestead    bill,    you    were 

iking  a  voluntary  donation  to  men,  for  no  other 

Irpose  but  iheir  own  benefit.     But  in  this  case, 

veshoald  hold  out  inducements  to  men  lo  emigrate 

to  the  frontier.    We  want  them  for  our  purposes, 

n»d,  lierefore,  I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to 

■pose  such  severe  terms  as  we  do  upon  those 

no  receive  land  as  a  gratuity,  from  whom  we  re- 

pve  BO  gain  except  the  general  wealth  and  pros- 

Viiyof  the  country,  which  is  promoted  in  con- 

jjuence  thereof. 

hequeauon  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Coib's 
lendnient;  and  it  was  rejected. 

ne  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
lot  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
■Duel.] 

*r.  GIODINGS.    It  is   probably  known  to 

try  member  of  the  committes,  that  there  is  a 

<of  Indians   partially  civilized   in  this  Terri- 

'  living  ill  fixed  habitations,  and  following  the 

*ful  occupation   of  agriculture.     While  they 

(under  Mexican  authority,  they  were  recog- 

'  as  a  part  of  the  population  of  Mexico.    Un- 

J  Uieu  circumstances,  it  would   be  unjust  and 

M  •»  give  to  white  people  the  lands  which  these 

plans  have   resided    upon    and    cultivated    for 

us.    I  say  nothing  about  their  being  citizens, 

1 1  say  thai  they  should  be  entitled  lo  the  bene- 

I  of  this  act,  as  I   have  provided  in  the  amend- 

jnl  which  i  have  submitted,  which  seems  tome 

|t>e  most  just  and  proper  in  every  sense  of  the 

ltd.    While  we  are  sitting  here  as  legislators 

looghi  not  to  allow  white  men  to  go  on  there 

"  drive  off  the  present  occupants  of  the  soil. 

s  ooglit  to  give  lo  them  the  privilege  of  holding 

Manas  which  they  now  occupy,  inasmuch  as 

py  are  engaged  in  the  peaceful  and  permanent 

Sipation  of  agriculture.     We  should  do  every- 

P"!  in  our  power  to  civilize  and  enlighten  them. 

Jlope  thai  tne  amendment  which  I  have  offered 

receive  the  support  of  the  chairman  of  the 


Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  as  well  as  the  unan- 
amous  concurrence  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  cannutsee  the  necessity  forndopl- 
ing  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  GiDDi.vus.]  The  class  of  Indians  to  whom 
the  gentleman  refers  are  the  Pueblo  Indians,  who 
already  have  in  their  possession  a  large  tract  of 
land,  more  than  they  can  cultivate.  They  hold  it, 
al  the  present  time,  by  grant  from  the  Mexican 
Government,  and  originally  from  the  Spanish 
Government.  Their  litle  lo  this  land  is  good  and 
indefeasible;  but  there  ismoreof  it  than  their  uses 
for  agricultural  purposes  demand.  I  see,  therefore, 
no  possible  necessity  for  iheadoption  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 

GiDDINGS.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Gid- 
DiNGs's  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  third  section  was  then  read. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  propose  to  amend  the  third 
section,  just  read,  by  inserting,  between  ihewords 
"  of  "  and  "settlement, "  in  the  first  and  second 
lines,  the  word  "the,'*  and  striking  out  ihe  word 
"as,"  in  the  second  line,  so  as  to make  it  read, 
"That  a  proof  of  the  settlement  and  cultivation 
required  by  the  act,"  &c. 

The  question  was  pui;  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  fourth,  fifkh,  and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill 
were  then  reported  by  the  Clerk. 

The  sixth  section  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sec  6.  J9iid  be  ilfurthfr  enacleH,  Tlmt  when  the  lands 
in  Mud  Terrilnry  cllntl  be  surveyed  an  afutL'satd,  n  quantity 
or  land  equal  tii  two  lowiishifM  »^liall  be,  and  ilic  taint;  i" 
hereby,  retfrrvtMl  fitr  ihc  ri>talili^hiu'>iitora  uiiivcrfiity  ini>aid 
Territory,  and  in  tin;  State  tn-realter  lo  be  created  "ul  nf  ihe 
Baiiip,  to  be  f  elected,  under  Ilii'  direction  of  the  Legislature, 
in  legal  Buhiliviiiions  nf  not  le,is  lliaii  one  half  tteclion,  and 
to  be  difposed  nf  an  said  l.egiiilature  ttliall  direct. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  move  to  amend  the  sixth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  to  be  disposed 
of  as  said  Legislature  shall  direct." 

In  this  section,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  quantity  of 
land  equal  to  two  townships  is  reserved  for  the  use 
of  a  university,  and  the  latter  portion  of  the  sec- 
tion provides  that  the  Territorial  Legislature  shall 
dispose  of  it.  I  think  that  that  line  ought  to  be 
stricken  out.  lam  sure  it  was  not  intended  to  give 
such  power  to  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa 
proposes  to  amend  the  sixth  section,  which  has 
been  passed  over.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
Chair  will  entertain  the  motion. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  remaining  sections  of 
the  bill  > 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  being  no  further 
amendments,  the  bill  will  be  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported lo  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Bill  No.  294,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  civil  officers  employed  in  the  Territory 
of  New  Mexico,  while  under  military  government, 
was  yesterdny  informally  laid  aside. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  Will  it  be  in  order  lo 
move  that  the  bill  be  further  informally  laid 
aside.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  will. 

Mr.  L.ANE.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  lo. 

The  next  bill  which  came  up  for  consideration 
was  House  bill  No.  316,  entitled  "  A  bill  lo 
amend  the  act  approved  September  27,  1852,  to 
create  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  public 
lands  in  Oregon,  &c.,  and  also  the  net  nmendalory 
thereof,  approved  February  19,  1853." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  being  no  objection, 
the  first  reading  of  the  bill  will  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  bill  will  be  read,  and  considered  by 
sections. 

The  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill  ware 
then  read. 

The  second  section  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  a.  ^nd  be  Ufurlker  enacteti,  That  the  proviK*  lo 
the  tnunh  vvclinn  of  the  act  of  twriity  «eventh  Seplembflr, 
eieliteen  hnnilred  and  fifty,  attove  mentioned,  by  which  all 
corilraclfl  for  the  cale  of  landx  claimed  under  ttia&law,  he- 
lore  Ihe  iuniie  of  tlic  pateiiiti  tliereiur,  are  deolaJ£d:vuid, 
»hall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  going  to  offer  an.  amend- 
ment lo  this  section;  and  in  doing  S(st  shall  run 
against  a  "  sawyer,"  1  suppose. 

In  the  first  place,  I  will  c&ll  thaattaDiLos  of  tKe 


committee  to  the  original  act  which  this  section 
proposes  to  repeal. 
The  original  act  is,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"  Providedjurthert  That  all  future  cnntraeta  by  any  per- 
son or  persons  enlifled  to  the  benefiut  ol  iliis  act,  for  the 
sale  of  itie  land  lo  which  he  <ir  they  may  be  enliUed  under 
this  act,  before  be  or  Uiey  shall  receive  a  patent  Uierefur, 
shall  be  von].'* 

This  section  of  the  bill  proposes  to  annul  that 
proviso.  We  first  gave  them  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  which  they  have  sold  in  whole  or  in 
part,  made  speculations  thereby,  and  now  ask  that 
their  contracts  may  be  confirmed. 

I  move  to  strike  out  that  section  entirely;  and 
if  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  can  satisfy  the 
House  nf  the  necessity  of  the  change  in  the  ex- 
isting law,  they  will,  of  course,  sustain  him,  and 
refuse  lo  strike  the  section  out.  I  think,  however, 
that  it  is  at  least  susceptible  of  proof,  according 
to  the  construction  which  I  put  upon  it,  that  this 
change  will  o|>en  the  doors  for  some  magnificent 
speculations  in  these  lands. 

If  1  understand  it,  you  have  by  a  previous 
law  provided  for  donating  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  lo  every  actual  settler  who  is  a  married 
man,  provided  he  shall  live  upon  it  and  cultivate 
it  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  Now,  many  of 
these  settlers  hnve  disposed  of  iheir  lands  without 
complying  with  the  condition  imposed  upon  them, 
in  order  to  secure  their  patent  for  them;  and  now 
they  come  forward  and  ask  us,  and  it  ia  proposed 
by  this  second  section,  to  repeal  these  conditions 
altogether,  and  make  these  sales,  which  have  been 
made  in  violation  of  law,  valid.  But  I  do  not 
desire  to  detain  the  commillee  upon  the  subject. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  can  satisfy  them 
that  this  should  bedone,  of  course  they  will  refuse 
to  strike  out  this  section;  but  if  they  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  better  lo  insist  upon  fulfilling  the 
conditions  of  the  law,  and  shutting  out  these  spec- 
ulations, they  will  strike  out  the  section  and  allow 
the  law  in  this  respect  to  remain  as  it  is.  I  ask 
that  the  section  may  be  read. 

It  was  read  as  inserted  above. 

Mr.  LANE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  it  seems  lo  me,  has  made  out  a 
case  lo  suit  his  own  convenience. 

Mr.  COBB.     Pretty  near. 

Mr.  LANE.  And  has  come  to  his  own  con- 
clusions. He  states  that  in  Oregon  men  have 
received,  under  the  law,  donations  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  and  have  sold  out  por- 
tions of  their  claims  without  perfecting  their  titles. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was 
so. 

Mr.  LAf^E.  And  now  ask  Congress  to  con- 
firm their  claims.  Now,  I  will  say  lo  this  commit- 
tee that  there  is  no  single  case  in  the  Territory, 
where  a  man  claiming  land,  under  the  donation 
law,  has  sold  out  his  claim,  or  any  portion  of  it, 
unless  it  may  be  town  sites;  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  has  recently  de- 
cided that  all  town  sites  areincluded  under  the  pro- 
j  visions  of  the  law  of  1844,  and  do  not  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  donation  law.  But,  aside 
from  these  town  sites,  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
there  has  not  been  a  single  claim,  taken  under  the 
donation  law,  sold. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  where  is  the  necessity  of 
making  the  change? 

Mr.  LANE.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  whot  is 
the  necessity:  The  act  of  Congress  donating  lands 
to  actual  settlers  provides  that  all  American  citi- 
zens residing  in  Oregon,  and  such  foreigners  aa 
should  declare  their  intentions  to  become  citizens, 
who  had  taken  a  claim,  occupied  and  cultivatetl  it 
for  four  consecutive  years,  should,  if  a  married 
man,  be  entitled  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land;  if  a  single  man,  lo  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres;  and  such  others  as  should  take  & 
claim  previous  lo  December,  1851 ,  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  quantity  upon  the  same  terms^ 
of  occupation  and  cultivation  for  four  years. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  many  persons  wert  en- 
tilled  to  their  patents  as  soon  as  the  lime  this 
law  passed,  by  virtue  of  four  years'  occupation 
and  cultivation;  and  many  others,  who  had  taken 
claims  one,  two,  and  three  years  previous  lo  the 
passage  of  the  law,  have  complied  with  Us  require- 
,  ments,  and  are  entitled  lo  Iheir  patents.  Bui  no 
patents  have  issued;  consequently,  they  have  not 
enjoyed  the  right  to  sell  their  claims,  or  any  por- 
tion thereof.  The  repeal  of  this  proviso  would 
enable  them  to  sell— a  right  thsy  ought  to  have. 
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Now,  sir,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
accurate  surveys,  and  from  other  causes,  there  are 
many,  who  have  been  in  possession  and  occu- 
pancy of  their  claims  ever  since,  and  long  before, 
the  passage  of  this  law,  who  have  not  yet  received 
their  patents. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  they  are  entitled  to  their 
patents,  and  can  recover  them. 

Mr.  LANE.  No,  sir,  they  cannot.  But  I  was 
proceeding  to  say,  that  these  patents  have  not 
been  issued,  and  these  people  have  not  come  into 
legal  possession  of  their  lands;  and  would  you 
have  them  compelled  to  wait  for  twenty  years  be- 
fore they  shall  have  the  right  to  dispose  of  any 
portion  of  their  claims  ? 

Sir,  the  object  of  these  donations  was  to  induce 
people  to  settle  upon  these  lands,  to  increase  the 
population,  and  develop  the  resources  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. Under  the  provisions  of  this  law  the 
country  has  been  taken  up  in  six  hundred  and 
forty  acre  claims;  the  law  has  been  complied  with, 
and  on  account  of  this  odious  provision,  the  set- 
tlers are  deprived  of  the  privile^  of  selling,  greatly 
to  the  detriment  of  the  good  citizens,  and  incon- 
venience of  schools,  owing  to  the  consequent 
sparseness  of  the  settlements,  which  sparseness 
necessarily  destroys  facilities  for  sending  their 
children  to  school.  As  it  is,  the  schooling  of  chil- 
dren in  Oregon  is  very  expensive. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman 's  complaint  is  that  we  have 
granted  too  much  land .'  Cannot  we  diminish  the 
amount  ? 

Mr.  LANE.  Too  much  land  has  been  granted ; 
but  no  power  can  now  chanee  the  grant.  We 
desire  that  thfe  privilege  shall  be  extended  to  sell  a 
portion  of  it.  Strike  out  that  section  of  the  bill, 
end  you  destroy  the  bill  itself.  The  people  of 
Or%on  ask  it,  and  they,  it  will  be  admitted  on 
all  hands,  are  an  intelligent  people. 

Mr.  COBB.    There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Mr.  LANE.    They  know  their  interest. 

Mr.  COBB.  Indeed  they  do  very  well.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  LANE.  Repeal  the  proviso,  and  let  them 
sell  a  portion  of  their  claim.  They  have  perfected 
their  rights.  They  have  lived  there  for  the  time 
required  by  the  law.  Why  shall  they  not  have 
the  right  to  sell  aportion  or  their  claims? 

Mr.  COBB.  The  answer  to  a  single  question 
will  satisfy  me.  Will  not  the  provision  contended 
for,  apply  to  an  individual  who  lived  there  only 
two  years.' 

Mr.  LANE.    It  will  apply  to  alk 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  no  objection  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  section  so  that  the  application  shall  be 
alone  to  those  who  have  lived  there  until  the  patent 
issues.  But,  as  at  present,  it  will  apply  to  those 
who  have  lived  there  one  year  and  sold  their  land; 
it  will  apply  to  those  who  have  been  there  only 
six  months,  three  months,  even  for  one  day. 

Mr.  LANE.  Any  man  who  takes  a  claim  under 
the  donation  law  of  Oregon  is  debarred  from  taking 
another.  If  he  cannot  occupy  it,  in  God 's  name 
let  somebody  else.  There  is  no  sensible  man 
who  has  lived  in  Oregon  for  twelve  months, 
who  will  live  in  any  other  part  of  the  Republic. 
[Laughter.]  We  particularly  desire  this  section, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  speculation.  It  grants 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  every 
married  man — one  half  to  himself,  and  the  other 
half  to  his  wife.  He  cannot,  thank  Ood,  under 
this  provision,  sell  his  wife's  half  of  his  claim. 
If  he  wants  to  sell,  he  can  sell  his  own  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  to  any  individual,  and  he 
will,  perhaps,  sell  his  land  to  an  individual  who 
will  cultivate  it  better  than  he  would.  The  pro- 
vision was  a  wise  one;  and  but  for  the  amend- 
ments succeeding  in  the  New  Mexican  bill,  I 
should  have  moved  to  amend  that  bill  so  as  to 
make  it  conform  to  our  law,  viz:  to  grant  half  of 
the  claim  to. the  wife.  In  that  way  I  expect  to 
have  a  home.  My  wife  is  the  belter  half.  [Laugh- 
ter.] She  will  not  sell  her  claim,  and  I  would  be 
likelv  to  give  mine  to  any  good  man  who  will  come 
and  be  my  neighbor.  Such  a  man  will  always  be 
welcome  to  it.  She-would  be,  probably,  more 
tenacious  of  hers. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  section  which  is  wrong. 
It  is  right;  and  I  hope  that  the  committee  wilF 
not  allow  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  CobbJ 
to  regulate  our  interests  in  Oregon.  1  have  great 
respect  for  him ;  and  it  is  painful  for  me  to  oppos* 
anything  he  wishes.      When  his  views  conflict 


with  our  interests,  I  must  be  excused  from  acting 
with  him. 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  exceedingly  painful  for  me 
to  oppose  anything  the  gentleman  asks.  I  voted 
for  ths  extra  mileage. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  section? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is.  The  question  now 
pending  is  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  insert  the  words 
"  for  town  8ite8,"after  the  word  land,  in  the  fourth 
line,  so  that  the  section  will  read  as  follows: 

See.  a.  Jlnd  be  U/urther  enacted.  That  tbe  proviso  to 
tlie  IbiuUi  aection  of  the  actor27lh  September,  1890,  above 
mentioned,  by  wbicb  all  contracts  Ibr  the  sale  of  lands  for 
town  sites,  claimed  under  tbat  law,  before  the  issue  of  the 
patents  tberefor,  ore  declared  void,  shall  be,  and  tbe  same 
Is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  LANE  made  a  few  remarks,  but  in  so  low 
a  tone  of  voice  as  to  be  wholly  inaudible  to  the 
reporter. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Suppose  they  took  a  portion 
of  it  before  there  was  a  town  site  there,  and  were 
in  possession  of  it? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  suggest  to 
my  colleague,  that  it  is  possible  that  every  town- 
ship, or  every  mile  square  of  land ,  would  be  a  to  wn 
site. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  sir,  the  whole  diffi- 
culty in  this  case  seems  to  grow  out  of  the  exces- 
sive liberality  of  Congress  in  the  first  instance. 
Why,  they  gave  so  much  land  to  the  settlers  in 
Oregon  that  they  are  scattered  miles  apart;  they 
cannot,  therefore,  have  the  benefit  of  schools  and 
all  the  other  conveniences  that  more  compact  set- 
tlements enjoy.  Under  theet  circumstances,  after 
all  this  liberality  has  been  extended  to  them,  it  is 
proposed  to  allow  them,  not  to  conform  to  the  lan- 
gu^e  of  the  law  as  it  originally  stood,  and  under 
which  they  received  those  giants,  but  to  sell  it  at 
speculative  prices  which  they  may  put  upon  the 
land.  Now,  I  think  as  they  made  a  bargain  with 
the  Government,  as  they  took  the  land  upon  cer- 
tain stipulations  and  conditions,  they  ought  to  be 
requirea  to  fulfill  the  terms  of  the  bond.  If  they 
have  come  here  and  asked  too  much,  more  than 
it  is  convenient  for  them  to  use,  instead  of  being 
authorized  to  sell  it,  I  think  it  would  be  more  lib- 
eral and  just  for  them  to  give  it  back  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. That  is  mr  idea  about  it.  If  they  have 
got  more  land  than  they  can  use;  if  the  Qtivem- 
ment  has  been  prodigal  in  giving  it  away  to  them, 
and  they  cannot  now  use  what  they  have  got  and 
are  required  to  dispose  of  it,  let  them  return  it  to 
the  hands  of  the  generous  donor  rather  than  put 
it  in  the  market,  and  pocket  the  money  derived 
from  the  sale. 

And  not  only  that,  sir,  but  there  may  be  a  sys- 
tem of  underselling  resorted  to  by  these  indi- 
viduals for  the  purpose  of  forcinesettlement.  The 
land  has  cost  them  nothing;  ana  they  can,  there- 
fore, well  aSbrd  to  sell  it  for  fifty,  or  seventy-five 
cents,  or  for  a  dollar  an  acre;  and,  by  this  com- 
petition with  the  Government,  they  may  stop  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  altogether.  By  repealing 
this  proviso,  you  would  enable  them  to  oo  this, 
and  to  reap  the  profits  of  the  sale,  after  the  Gov- 
ernment has  generously  given  them  more  than 
they  ought  to  nave  had. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  as  it  stands, 
and,  I  think,  not  without  good  reason.  1  believe 
this  Or^on  land  law  was  passed  in  1841,  was  it  not' 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  No,  sir;  the  law  was 
passed  in  1850. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    The  object  was  to  induce  emi- 

f grants  to  go  to  Oregon.  It  was  thought  that  a 
ess  inducement  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
would  not  be  likely  to  tempt  men  to  go  out  there 
with  their  families.  But,  sir,  the  simple  promise 
that,  on  getting  out  there,  they  should  be  entitled 
to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  did  induce 
a  great  many  men,  and  a  great  many  families,  to 
go  out  to  Oregon.  Well,  they  got  there.  That 
was  all  you  wanted.  You  wanted  that  remote 
Territory  to  be  settled  up,  as  fast  as  it  could  be 
done  with  propriety  and  convenience  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  the  citizens.  You  have  secured 
that  object,  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  Those  emi- 
grants who  went  out  under  the  inducement  thus 
held  up  to  them  are  not  going  to  return.  They 
say,  "  We  have  got  out  nere,  and  here  we  are. 


ready  to  defend  the  Territory,  and  to  perform  all 
our  duties  as  eititens.  But  some  of  us  have  re- 
ceived more  land,  under  the  law  under  which  we 
settled  here,  than  we  can  conveniently  or  profitably 
make  use  of.  We  ask  permission,  therefore,  to 
sell  that  surplus  land  to  our  old  neighbors  and 
friends  who  have  come  out,  and  who  would  pre- 
fer to  pay  us  something  for  it  rather  than  go  into 
some  remote  settlement  and  take  your  land  for 
nothing." 

Now,  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  Govern- 
ment will  lose  by  complying  with  that  request.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  there  is  any  mode 
by  which  the  Gh>vemment  would  be  a  loser  in 
complying  with  this  request.  You  grant  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  but  with  a  stipulation 
that  the  man  shall  occupy  it  for  a  certain  length  of 
time.  What  is  the  reason  for  making  this  restric- 
tion? Who  gains  anything  by  it?  The  settler 
does  not,  of  course.  He  is  presumed  to  know  his 
own  business  best.  The  Territory  will  not  gain 
anything  in  any  conceivable  way,  for  it  is  no 
advantage  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon  any  more 
than  to  the  General  Government,  for  a  man  with 
no  hand  but  his  own  to  work  his  land,  to  be 
compelled  to  keep  the  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  merely  because  the  law  of  1850  declares 
that  the  settler  must  occupy  the  land  himself  for 
four  years,  without  the  privilege  of  selling  or 
mortgaging  any  portion  of  it  to  any  one  else. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcrer] 
says,  if  these  settlers  have  more  land  than  they 
want,  let  them  give  it  back  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Not  at  all.  They  have  no  more  land 
than  they  want.  But  they  say  that  they  have 
more  than  they  can  cultivate  with  profit,  because 
their  grown  up  sons,  perhaps,  have  left  them,  and 
they  are  compelled  to  hire  bands  to  work  their 
lands.  If  they  were  permitted  to  sell  a  part  of 
their  lands,  settlements  would  in  consequence  ex- 
tend rapidly,  schools  would  multiply,  and  they 
would  be  enabled  to  devote  their  surplus  means  to 
improving  their  condition  in  every  respect.  Thus 
all  parties  would  be  greatly  benefitea.  But  be- 
cause It  was  nominated  in  the  bond  that  they 
should  not  be  permitted  to  sell  any  portion  of  their 
lands,  it  is  argued,  therefore,  that  we  should  hold 
them  -to  it,  aluiough  benefit  inures  to  nobody  by  it. 

You  say  they  agreed  to  occupy  the  lands  for 
a  certain  length  of  time.  Virtually,  I  grant  you 
they  did.  You  desired  to  have  your  remote  Ter- 
ritory filled  up  with  hardy  settlers.  You  passed 
a  law  providing  that  those  who  should  go  to  that 
remote  Territory,  and  remain  upon  the  land  four 
yeara,  should  be  entitled  to  six  hundred  and  fortv 
acres.  Those  emigrants  have  gone  there  with 
their  families  and  settled,  but  tell  you  that  they 
can  make  no  profitable  use  of  their  lands.  They 
hove  no  more  land  than  they  want,  but  they  desire 
to  have  the  privilege  of  disposing  of  a  portion  of 
it  to  improve  the  other  portion,  and  to  enable 
them  to  Duild  mills,  school  houses,  and  churches, 
and  in  other  respects  to  improve  their  condition. 
They  desire  to  possess  the  means  of  educating 
their  children. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  they  can  sell  their  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  horses,  wagons,  furni- 
ture, and  various  other  things,  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Biisbll]  if  ha  wilt 
maintain  that  Congress  can  make  a  direct  appro- 
priation to  supply  them  with  these  things  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Certainly  not;  but  the  Govem- 
menthasdispossessed  itself  of  thelands, and  cannot 
get  them  back  again.  I  should  like  to  know  by 
what  process  the  gentleman  would  have  the  Gov- 
ernment reclaim  the  lands  again.  The  Govern- 
ment, to  be  sure,  can  refuse  to  sanction  the  po'<cy 
of  their  selling  any  portion  of  this  land.  What 
then  ?  The  land  does  not  return  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  ownership  remains  still  in  the  hands 
of  thoseto  whom  thelands  were  originally  granted. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Suppose  these  penons  sell 
out  and  return  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  sir,  they  can  do  it.  I 
grant;  but  it  is  so  improbable  a  tning,  and  the 
instances  of  it  are  so  rare,  that  the  matter  does  not 
deserve  to  be  taken  into  account,  I  hold,  in  legis- 
lating on  thisgreat  subject.  I  cannot  believe  that 
men  will  be  found  to  go  out  to  Oregon  with  their 
fiimilies  for  the  sake  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  then  on  their  being  permiued  to 
sell  out — after  having  lived  there  two  or  three  yeara 
— to  turn  right  about,  dispose  of  their  land  at  the 
price  which  land  is  worth  there,  and  come  back 
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n^in.  But  even  tliough  there  mightbe  nn  instance 
of  the  kind,  still  the  purchaser  would  occupy  the 
place  of  the  original  owner. 

Mr.  LANE.  In  addition  to  the  excellent  re- 
marks made  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
BissKLL,]  I  will  say  to  my  friend  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Letcher,]  that  it  is  the  best  thing  for  the 
Government  and  Treasury  of  the  United  States — 
if  they  wanttomakemoney  outof  theland  lying  in 
Oregon — to  allow  the  claimant  to  sell  a  portion  of 
his  claim.  At  this  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  mar- 
ried man  is  entitled  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.  All  who  have  emigrated  to  the 
Territory  since  1851  are  entitled  to  this  privilege. 
If  the  claimant  has  taken  a  claim,  and  sells  the 
half  of  it  to  an  emigrant,  he  thereby  prevents  that 
man  from  going  and  taking  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  for  himself.  If  the  claimant  divides 
with  the  emigrant  who  comes  in,  the  emigrant  re- 
mains there,  and  the  Government  is  saved  from 
losing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
worth  perhaps,  if  brought  into  market,  from  five 
to  ten  dollars  an  acre.  Now,  if  this  bill  prohibits 
selling  a  portion  of  tliese  claims,  the  emigrant 
goes  and  takes  a  claim  for  himself,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment loses  that  quantity  of  land  by  it.  This 
would  not,  as  has  been  stated,  be  encouraging 
speculation.  Do  gentlemen  imagine  that, because 
land  is  granted  by  the  Government,  it  shall  al- 
ways remain  in  the  hands  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  granted .'  Certainly  no  such  thing  can  be 
claimed.  And  if  you  do  not  let  the  claimant  sell 
forty,  or  fifty,  or  a  hundred  acres  of  his  land,  the 
emigrant  will  go  and  take  his  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  the  Government  will  have  lost 
that  much  by  this  unwise  restriction. 

And  again,  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Letcher,]  that  no  man  will  return 
from  Oregon  Territory  who  has  taken  a  claim  in 
this  way.  He  will  not  find  one  out  of  ten  thou- 
sand to  do  it.  In  the  first  place  it  breaks  up  a 
man  to  get  there — I  do  not  care  much  what  he 
may  have  been  worth.  If  he  were  worth  five 
or  ten  thousand  dollars  at  the  time  he  starts 
from  Missouri,  after  purchasing  his  teams  and 
wagons,  and  everything  necessary  to  make  his 
family  comfortable,  he  has,  by  the  time  he  arrives 
at  Oregon  Territory,  expenued  the  whole  of  it. 
Perhaps  he  has  not  a  dollar  leA.  And  thus  he  has 
paid  more  than  ten  dollars  an  acre  for  the  land 
you  give  him.  And  because  your  law  has  given 
him  more  than  he  wants,  or  more  than  is  neces- 
sary for  his  agricultural  purposes,  dd  you  say 
that  he  shall  not  sell  a  part  of  it  to  the  emigrant 
who  follows  him,  and  that  the  latter  shall  have  to 
go  and  take  twice  as  much  land  as  he  wants,  or 
as  he  otherwise  would .'  Is  there  any  common 
sense  in  that  proposition  ?  Is  there  any  good 
policy  in  it?  Is  there  anything  in  it  that  is  worth 
the  consideration  of  my  excellent  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Letcher  ?]  1  know  his  good  sense. 
I  like  his  principles,  t  appreciate  his  opinions; 
for,  in  most  instances,  they  are  right;  but  I  think 
he  has  taken  a  wrong  view  of  this  matter. 

Let  me  remind  the  gentleman  again  that  the 
man  who  has  taken  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  will  reconcile  his  neighbor  who 
comes  to  it  to  settle  on  the  half  of  that  claim. 
He  will  do  it  that  he  may  mako  sale  of  this  moie- 
ty of  his  land,  and  by  so  doing  he  will  save  to 
tne  Government  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  in  every 
respect  wise  and  politic  to  allow  the  settler  so  to 
dispose  of  his  land.  And  I  appeal  to  my  friend 
from  Virginia  to  let  that  prmciple  in  the  bill 
stand  unimpaired,  and  so  allow  the  Government 
to  hold  as  much  unoccupied  land,  when  it  comes 
Into  the  marke^,  as  possible. 

If  you  allow  the  emigrants  who  go  there  to  set- 
tle upon  smaller  portions  of  the  territory — as  you 
can  uo  by  removmg  this  restriction,  and  permit- 
ting them  to  purchase  lands  of  those  who  have 
gone  before  them  and  availed  themselves  of  the 
benefits  of  the  act  donating  the  land — the  Territory 
will  become  more  densely  settled.  But  if  you 
refuse  them  this,  and  compel  them  to  take  up 
claims  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  the 
population  will  be  scattered  all  over  the  country. 
Thus,  with  the  same  population  merely,  theGov-  { 
(rnment  of  the  United  States  will  lose  a  large 
amount  of  money,  as  has  been  the  effect  already. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  I  should  say 
ooything  more  upon  this  subject.     I  think  my 


friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  must  be  sat- 
isfied that  it  would  be  wrong  to  strike  out  thi» 
second  section,  and  thereby  leave  the  original 
restriction  upon  the  settlers  upon  these  lands  in 
full  force. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  further  to  my  friend 
from  Virginia  in  reference  to  these  town  sites, 
and  then  1  will  yield  the  floor. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofljce 
decided  that  all  town  sites  in  theTerrilory  of  Ore- 
gon are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
1844;  that  they  were  not  the  subject  of  donation 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  tnat  a  claim  can 
only  betaken  up,  underthe  provisions  of  the  law, 
for  agricultural  purposes,  and  not  for  purpoees  of 
trade  and  speculation  in  them,  as  town  sites.  I 
was  not  satisfied  with  that  decision,  for  wo  had 
many  town  and  village  sites  all  over  theTerrilory 
of  Oregon,  and  I  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  he  has  con- 
firmed it.  Why  now  pass  any  law  to  conflict 
with  that  decision.'  1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  upon  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  of  town  sites  by  way  of  expla- 
nation, suggested  by  the  question  which  was  put 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  a  few  moments 
ago.  It  seems  to  be  supposed,  by  gentlemen  who 
have  not  made  an  examination  of  this  matter,  that 
the  term  "town  sites"  applies  to  those  particular 
tracts  of  land  upon  which  towns  may  be  built — 
that  is  which  are  favorable  for  that  purpose. 
"  Town  sites"  means  lands  upon  which  towns 
are  actually  standing. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  That  is  what  1  understand 
by  it. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  So  I  presumed;  but  I  referred 
to  another  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  with 
his  friends,  suppose  that  it  means  tracts  favorable 
for  the  location  of  towns.  This  is  not  so.  By 
the  act  of  1844,  it  is  provided  that  when  towns,  as 
such,  are  located  in  whole  or  in  part  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands,  the  corporate  authorities  of  such  towns 
have  n  right  to  enter  the  lands,  by  the  payment 
of  $1  50  per  acre,  in  trust  for  the  respective  occu- 
pants of  it.  In  other  words,  the  practical  effect 
and  operation  of  the  law  of  1844,  is  to  allow  pre- 
emption right  to  particular  owners  of  town  sites 
where  they  are  located  upon  the  public  lands — 
that  is,  to  each  respective  owner.  Hence  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1850.  And  the  decision,  which  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  [Mr. 
Lane,]  recently  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  confirmed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  is  the  law  which  applies  to 
the  case. 

We  have  properly  provided  that  the  donation 
privilege  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1850  shall  not 
extend  to  those  town  sites.  By  that  decision  a 
claim  is  defeated  which  might  be  set  up  by  an 
individual,  and  which  might  embrace  a  whole 
village.  All  claims  of  that  sort  are  defeated,  and 
each  individual  occupying  such  lands  has  a  pre- 
emptive right  to  the  particular  land  which  he  may 
hold.  Now,  sir,  with  regard  to  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  the  whole  subject  lies  in  a  nut-shell. 
The  whole  object  of  the  Government  in  making 
these  provisions  originally  was  to  induce  emigra- 
tion to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  for  the  promotion 
of  which  emigration  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  were  to  be  granted  to  him  upon  his  arrival 
there.  Relying  upon  the  promise  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  emigrant  went  there,  settled  upon  the 
lands,  cultivated  them  for  the  time  required,  and 
performed  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  necessary  to  the  issuance  of  a  patent 
giving  him  full  possession. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  case  of  this  individual,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Government  has  been  accomplished. 
The  purpose  of  the  Government  was  to  induce 
the  individual  to  increase  the  population  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  to  the  extent  of  one  person. 
The  condition  imposed  was  for  the  purpose  of 
more  effectually  accomplishing  that  object;  and 
now  that  he  has  settled  there,  and  cultivated  the 
land  for  the  time  specified  in  the  grant,  as  these 
settlers  have  in  pernaps  a  majority  of  cases,  I  say 
the  purpose  of  the  Government  is  accomplished; 
but  owing  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  surveys, 
and  other  circumstances,  the  patent  has  not  issued, 
and  the  occupant  has  not  legal  title  to  the  lands. 

Mr.  Chairman,  under  these  circumstances,  these 
settlers  come  here  aqd  ask  that  if  they  cannot  have 


their  patents  issued  to  them,  by  which  they  might 

!  come  into  full  possession  of  the  land    that  you 

i  will  at  lest  give  them  the  right  to  self  or  dispose 

of  their  claim  to  it,  and   not  deprive  them  of  the 

rights  which  they  would   otherwise  enjoy  under 

[  the  general  laws  of  the  country.     This  restriction 

denies  to  them  the  power  of  exercising  that  right, 

'  and  they  ask  that  you  will  remove  it.     That  is  all 

]  this  section  proposes  to  accomplish.     There  are, 

without  doubt,  other  cases  where  the  (larties  have 

not  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  donation;  where 

they  have  not  cultivated  the  land  for  four  years; 

1  but  in  these  cases,  as  in  the  olher.s,  1   maintain 

that  the  purpose  of  the   Government   has    been 

accomplished.    They  have  increased  the  popula- 

I  tion  of  the  Territory  by  going  there  and  becom- 

I  ing  citizens.      The  Government,   by  promising 

I  them  six  hundred  and   forty  acres  of  land,  has 

j  induced  them  to  emigrate  there;  and  so  long  as 

they  remain,  the  Government  loses  nothing  by 

removing  the  restriction.    Suppose  the  party  does 

sell  a  portion  of  his  grant,  and  it  inures  to  his 

advantage,  what  does  the  Government  lose  by  it  ? 

A  question  which  was  properly  and  forcibly  put 

by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.   Bisiell.] 

Docs  the  grant  suffer  any  injury  by  it.'    Docs  any 

one  suffer  by  it.'     Will  it  not  contribute  to  settle 

the  country  more  rapidly  and  more  densely.'    Has 

not  the  Government  received  a  full  compensation 

for  the  land  by  the  settler  becoming  a  citizen  of 

the  Territory  ? 

But  suppose  the  extraordinary  cuse  put  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  should  occur,  and  the 
settler  should  sell  out  his  entire  claim  for  the  pur- 
pose of  speculation .  If  hedoes  not  leave  the  Ter- 
ritory, the  Government  loses  nothing;  and  if  the 
individual  is  benefited  by  the  operation,  what 
injury  is  it  to  the  Government.'  Why,  then, 
should  this  barrier  be  interposed  to  prevent  the 
settler  from  coming  into  the  possession  of  his  land  ? 
I  can  see  none.  No  gentleman  has,  and  I  do  not 
believe  any  one  can,  point  out  any  advantage  that 
the  Government  will  derive  from  continuing  this 
restriction. 

It  may  be  said,  as  it  has  been  said,  that  the 
parties  interested  will  reap  advantage  from  its 
removal;  but  it  seems  to  me  this  is  astrange  argu- 
ment against  it,  so  long  as  no  other  party  suffers 
from  it.  Suppose  a  man  does  dispose  of  his  claim 
to  his  friends  and  neighbors  !  If  no  objection  more 
reasonable  in  its  character  can  be  brought  to  show 
why  this  restriction  should  be  removed,  I  trust  the 
section  of  the  bill  will  not  be  stricken  out.  It  may 
be  an  objection,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  injured  by  it;  but  in  this  case  it 
cannot  be  shown  that  any  injury  inures  to  the 
Government,  while  advantage  inures  to  the  parties 
who  are  in  possession. 

I  .said,  when  I  got  up,  that  this  affair  lies  in  a 
nut-shell,  and  so  itdocs.  The  Government  agreed 
to  give  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  each  man 
who  increased  the  population  of  Oregon  by  his 
presence.  The  parties  who  have  gone  there  have 
complied  with  the  conditions.  The  Government 
has  attained  its  object.  The  good  which  it  desired 
to  accomplish  has  been  secured;  and  whatever 
disposition  the  people  of  Oregon  may  make  of 
their  possessions,  the|°;ood  desired  by  the  Govern- 
ment remains.  Certainly,  it  can  be  of  no  sort  of 
interest  to  the  Government  whether  the  party  who 
originally  located  the  land  should  retain  it,  or  a 
party  purchasing  from  him  should  become  the 
occupant. 

But,  said  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  this 
land  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators.  What 
injury  results  if  it  does.'  Why,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  the  original  donee,  if  he  sell  or  dispose 
of  his  land,  is  not  competent  to  take  another  do- 
nation. He  cannot  get  another.  He  has  had  a 
contract  with  the  Government.  He  has  executed 
it.  He  has  received  his  compensation,  ond  ren- 
dered the  service  which  the  Government  desired. 
There  is  on  end  of  the  affair;  and  even  if  he  dis- 
poses of  the  land  to  speculators  who  shall  not 
occupy  it — putting  the  most  extreme  possible 
case — still  the  party  remains  there,  and  he  is  de- 
barred the  right  of  having  any  other  land  except 
by  sale  and  purchase.  The  gentlemon  wished  to 
ask  me  a  question.     What  is  it.' 

Mr.  COBB.  What  was  the  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  it  made  the  grant,  in  requiringthat 
the  land  should  be  settled  on  and  cultivated  for 
four  years?  When  the  gentleman  answers  that 
question,  I  will  ask  him  others. 
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Mr.  DISNEY.  Those  words  were  merely  a 
repetition  of  The  idea  conveyed  t>y  the  words  that 
the  grant  was  for  the  general  improvement.  What 
is  the  other  question  the  gentleman  desires  to  ask 
me? 

Mr.  COBB.  I  may  he  so  Tortunate  as  to  get 
the  floor  presently,  and  then  I  shall  embody  the 
questions  I  have  to  propound  in  my  five-minute 
speech. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    I  now  yield  the  floor,  then. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  am 
from  the  coast  which  has  been  referred  to  in  this 
debate,  i  was  an  inhabitant  on  it  lent;  before  the 
land  law  was  paused.  1  have  seen,  and  well  know 
the  operations  of  that  law.  And  here  lei  me  say, 
in  the  beginning,  that  1  am  opposed  to  all  restric- 
tions against  the  sale  of  land  in  that  Territory. 
Many  persons  were  on  that  coast  previous  tu  the 
passage  of  the  land  law;  and  when  it  was  passed 
they  felt  that  they  had  been  wronged  by  this  un- 
wholesome restriction.  1  la  operaiions  can  of  course  | 
be  better  seen  in  the  Territory  than  here.  Before 
any  of  ua  had  gone  there,  a  bill  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the 
lamented  Dr.  Linn,  of  Missouri.  It  pasued  thai 
branch  of  Congress.  Another  bill  was  introduced 
here,  and  defeated  in  the  other  House.  So 
die  measure  was  alternately  introduced  and  lost; 
and  during  this  timt  persons  emigrated  to  that 
coast  in  expectation  of  rectiving  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  the  public  land  each.  They  ex- 
pected that  amount  in  consideration  of  settling 
on  it,  with  their  (amilies,  after  having  endured 
all  the  perils  and  hardships  of  an  overland 
route  across  a  barren  wilderness.  I  was  among 
them.  I  was  there  before  the  land  law  passed; 
and  when  the  law  was  passed,  it  gave  us  Ibis 
amount  of  land  with  the  unwholesome  restric- 
tion that  the  land  should  be  tied  up,  and  should 
not  be  sold  until  we  obtained  a  patent  for  it.  The 
lands  were  not  then  surveyed;  the  boun'dary 
question  was  not  even  settled,  when  the  earliest 
of  us  got  out  there.  Well,  when  this  land  was 
given  to  us,  as  it  was  said,  to  pay  us  for  going 
over  there,  it  was  so  restricted  and  tied  down  that 
we  could  not  sell  or  mortgage  it,  or  raise  funds 
upon  our  possessions.  It  baa  remained  so  tied 
down  ever  since.  No  man  can  sell  his  land,  or 
incumber  it  any  way.  He  is  there,  and  has  been 
there  with  this  possession,  the  gift  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, so  tied  up,  that  he  is  without  the  power 
of  using  it.  He  may  raise  turnips  and  potatoes 
from  it,  but  the  Qovernment  has  required  him  to 
make  the  improvements  upon  it  with  his  own 
hands.  I  have  fulfilled  the  condition  strictly  and 
legally,  and  not  constructively.  1  have  lived  for 
four  years  on  a  portion  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  improved  it  by  these  hands. 
1  have  thus  fulfilled  the  condition  of  the  grant. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  required 
the  labor  to  be  performed  by  my  own  hands, 
whereas,  with  my^profession,  if  I  could  have  put 
another  person  on  the  land,  he  could  have  per- 
formed'twice  the  labor  that  I  could.  But  that  was 
the  condition  emanating  from  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress, and  it  has  borne  heavily  on  me,  and  upon 
every  other  person  on  that  coast.  If  the  land  was 
a  gifx  to  them  for  going  there  and  improving  the 
country,  and  bringing  it  into  notice,  for  aiding  to 
settle  the  boundary,  and  for  raising  the  American 
flag  there,  let  them  have  it  without  trammels  and 
condition*  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  may  say  further,  that  before  the  land  law 
passed,  a  provisional  government  was  established 
on  that  coast,  American  in  its  character.  And  the 
inhabitants  who  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
that  provisional  government,  and  who  resided 
under  it,  and  helped  to  maintain  it  until  the  terri- 
torial government  was  formed,  were  paid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  so  much  wild 
land,  if  they  would  cultivate  it  with  their  own 
hands,  without  being  able  to  sell  any  of  it,  or  to 
incumber  it,  until  they  got  a  patent  for  it.  And 
who  can  tell  when  they  will  obtain  those  titles— 
when  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
snable  them  to  incumber  their  land,  to  raise  funds 
on  it  to  educate  their  children,  and  to  improve  it. 
Then,  sir,  there  are  town  lands  where  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  ships  shall  load  and  unload,  and 
warehouse  their  cargoes.  The  farmers,  too,  must 
have  some  place  in  which  to  store  the  produce  of 
their  land;  that  there  shsll  exchanges  take  place, 
and  that,  too,  on  shore,  and  not  on  ship-board. 


The  man  who,  in  good  faith,  has  built  a  ware- 
house on  his  lot,  and  engaged  in  that  business,  is 
preventeil  by  the  unwholesome  provisions  of  that 
law  from  obtaining  a  title  to  his  lot. 

Now,  I  say,  as  the  Representative  of  Washing- 
ton Territory,  that  1  desire  that  the  land  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  seen  fit 
to  bestow  upon  those  who  have  crossed  the  plains 
and  taken  their  families  into  that  country,  shall  be 
really  given  to  them,  that  they  shall  receive  their 
titles,  and  be  allowed  to  mortgage  the  land  and 
raine  money  upon  it.  I  desire  that  the  young  man 
may  be  able  to  sell  half  his  land  and  raise  money  to 
come  to  the  States  and  obtain  a  wife,  and  then 
return  there  and  become  attached  to  the  soil  by 
cultivating  it  and  being  a  citizen  and  the  head  of  a 
family.  There  are  more  than  five  hundred  young 
men  in  the  Territory  of  Washington,  who,  if  they 
had  the  power,  would  mortgage  the  land  or  sell  a 
portion  of  it,  and  come  here  to  the  country  where 
women  are  to  be  had,  and  take  them  tothatcoun- 
iry  to  settle  on  those  lands.  I  know  that  to  be 
the  case.  But  at  present  their  hands  are  tied  and 
they  are  crippled.  Every  man  throughout  the 
Territory  is  crippled.  1  hope  that  you  will  not 
continue  this  restriction  upon  the  interests  of  that 
Territory.  The  coal  fields,  the  lumbering  interests, 
the  fishing  interests,  and  a  thousand  other  intrrests 
there,  ought  to  be  protected  and  fully  developed; 
and  you  should  not  require  or  expect  a  man  to  re- 
main upon  his  land  four  years,  keepings  wretched 
bachelor's  hall,  without  a  place  to  call  his  home. 

Mr.  COBB.  Before  the  gentleman  from  Wash- 
ington conclndes,  1  desire  to  offer  the  following 
proviso  by  way  of  a  compromise: 

Provided,  The  rociplents  of  faid  net  nhall  have  lived 
four  years  upon  anid  lands  tticreby  granted. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  I  object  to  the  gentle- 
man's proviso,  and  1  am  honest  and  candid  in 
what  1  say. 

Mr.  COBB.    Then  I  cannot  compromise. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  1  wish  to  say  in  conclu- 
sion, aa  I  stated  before,  that  I  believe  Delegates 
from  Territories  ought  not  to  occupy  the  floor 
with  speeches  upon  matters  in  which  their  con- 
stituents are  not  directly  interested.  The  reason 
why  the  restrictive  clause,  to  which  1  have  al- 
ready referred,  was  made,  was  this:  that  Mr. 
Thurston,  a  Delegate  from  theTerritory  of  Oregon 
upon  this  floor,  was  fearful  that  the  officers  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  the  servants  of  the 
Puget's  Sound  agricultureil  company  might  make 
claims  of  large  tracts  of  the  country,  and  hold 
them  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  such  companies. 
He  was  fearful  also,  that  Dr.  John  McLaughlin, 
of  Oregon  City,  would  reap  some  benefit  for  the 
labor  and  money  he  bestowed  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  American  citizens;  for  in  the  time 
of  their  greatest  need,  be  gave  them  liberally 
seeds,  provisions,  teams,  and  clothing,  and  did 
everytbmg  in  his  power,  which  his  charitable  heart 
could  suggest,  to  promote  their  comfort  and  wel- 
fare. But  it  was  feared  by  Mr.  Thurston  that  he 
would  receive  some  benefit  from  holding  these 
lands,  and  this  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  this 
restriction  was  placed  in  the  act.  No  man  can  be 
hired  to  go  into  that  country— especially  a  single 
man— and  live  four  years  upon  his  land,  keep 
bachelor's  hall,  and  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  law, 
unless  he  is  an  honest  man,  intending  to  make 
tbat'place  his  home.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands, 
requires  four  years  of  consecutive  residence  upon 
the  land;  but  now  would  my  friend  frohi  Alabama 
[Mr.  Cobb)  like  to  live  in  the  wilderness,  in  a 
state  of  solitude,  with  a  prospect  of  keeping  bach- 
elor's hall,  having  even  to  wash  his  shirt,  without 
the  power  to  part  with  or  dispose  of  his  lands.  It 
is  too  hsrd  to  require  that  our  young  men  shall  be 
subjected  to  these  conditions.  It  ought  not  to  be 
instated  that  they  should  live  in  such  a  state  of 
wretchedness  any  longer.  I  hope  that  these  oner- 
ous and  unnecessary  trammels  will  be  removed; 
and  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  this 
gratifying  information  to  the  people  there.  Should 
It  be  placed  in  my  power  to  send  them  the  inform- 
ation, such  rejoicing  will  take  place  there  as  was 
never  before  witnessed  there  or  anywhere  else. 
.But  I  will  detain  the  committee  no  longer. 

Mr.  WALSH .  I  have  heard  with  a  great  deal 
of  attention  the  reply  of  my  friend  from  Wash- 
ington, [Mr.  Lancabtek,]  in  regard  to  all  the 
privations  which  he  and  his  associates  have  en- 
dured in  that  Territory.  I  can  well  appreciate 
how  great  a  calamity  it  may  be  for  a  number  of 


full-blooded  young  men  to  be  washing  their  own 
shirts,  and  going  without  wives  and  the  society  of 
ladies.     [Laughter.] 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  there  is  another 
Territory  where  there  is  an  abundance  of  ladies, 
and  where  they  are  not  compelled  to  come  into 
the  Atlantic  Slates  to  obtain  wives.  [Laughter.) 
There  must  be  injustice  done  to  the  women,  if 
there  are  a  superabundanca  of  them,  aa  every 
woman,  I  believe,  is  entitled  to  one  husband. 

But,  sir,  in  relation  to  the  second  provision. 
We  are  told  that  the  Government  gives  these  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  aa  an  inducement  to  emi- 
grants to  go  there  and  settle  the  lands.  TheGov- 
ernment  has  fulfilled  its  part  of  the  contract,  and 
if  these  gentlemen  who  have  reelaimtd  the  land 
which  fhey  have  received,  in  God's  name,  if  they 
find  that  they  have  too  much  to  hold  profitably, 
let  them  give  away  the  surplus  to  the  men  who 
come  afler  them,  and  who  are  there,  ready  and 
willing  to  endure  the  same  privations  that  they 
have  encountered.  1  repeat,  8ir,lhe  Government 
has  fulfilled  its  part  of  the  contract;  and  if  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  is  entirely  too  much  land  for 
one  man  tncultivate,lethim,instead  of  driving  hia 
fellow-man,  who  comes  after  him,  to  an  unknown 
wilderness,  exhibit  his  gratitude  for  the  gift  which 
he  originally  received  from  the  Government,  by- 
dividing  with  those  who  come  after  him.  "There 
is  no  law  to  prevent  him  giving  away  his  land  in 
this  way, and  1  see  no  reason  to  prohibit  him  from 
doing  so. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  I  would  «ay,  for  the 
information  of  the  committee,  that  the  persona 
makingapplication  for  a  patent  of  land  shul  swear 
that  they  hold  their  lands  in  their  own  right,  and 
not  for  others,  and  that  they  have  not  disposal  of, 
or  put  away  any  pan  or  parcel  of  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Yes,  that  they  have  not  parted 
with  it  for  a  consideration;  but  I  suppose  a  man 
has  a  right  to  give  away  a  portion  or  bis  land. 

Mr.  LETCHER  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  If  tbegentlemanfrom 
Virginia  will  allow  me,  1  will  move  that  the  com- 
mittee do  now  rise. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  No;  I  want  to  887  a  word 
or  two  first. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  my  proposition  snits  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  I  will  make  the  motion — 
but  not  otherwise — that  the  committee  rise,  with 
a  view  of  closing  the  debate  on  this  bill. 

rCriesof  •■No!""No!"] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  proposition  will  not 
suit.    I  desir^o  say  a  word  or  two  first. 

Mr.  LANET.  Well;  will  five-minute  speeches 
doi 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Not  unless  a  man  eonld 
have  an  opportunity  to  weld  three  or  four  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  LANE.    Well,  let  ushear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Chairman,  things  ara 
now  tending  very  rapidly  to  the  point  to  which  I 
supposed,  some  time  ago,  they  would  Ditiroately 
^et.  1  expected,  before  I  had  finished  my  term 
in  Congress,  to  find  men,  who,  if  not  making  a 
direct  proposition  to  the  House,  would  at  least 
present  the  idea  as  fair  and  proper,  that  Congresa 
should  not  only  give  tu  settlers  farms  out  of  the 
public  domain,  but  should  supply  them  also  with 
the  means  of  working  these  farms  and  making 
them  valuable. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Washington  Territory 
[Mr.  Lancaiter]  has  gone  even  Myond  my  ex- 
pectation, and  has  reached  a  point  which  I  never 
expected  to  hear  broached.  He  now  insists  opon 
it,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congresa  to  so  Irgislnte 
as  that  viivts  can  be  furnished  to  them  in  addi- 
tion to  the  grants  of  lands.  [Laughter.]  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  take  it  that  every  man,  in  any 
part  of  the  country,  who  wants  a  wife,  and  who 
IS  worthy  of  a  wife,  will  get  one.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter.] And  I  think  that  the  Government  need  not 
interfere  in  respect  to  this  little  domestic  matter, 
which  should  very  properly  be  left  to  the  partiea 
themselves. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  You  are  for  non-inter- 
vention. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  for  non- 
intervention in  all  matters  of  that  sort.  I  want 
neither  the  Government  nor  individuals  to  inter- 
fere in  a  matter  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    1  understand  yon. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yes,  sir,  neither  North 
nor  South  should  interfere.    It  seems  tome  that 
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•  Government  has  been  liberal  lo  those  persons 

»h«»ef;one  to  Oreijon,  as  well  as    to  those 

|Te  pone  lo  all  the  other  Territories  which 

fcen  organized.     It   has  given  them  an  im- 

Tquantiiy  of  land;  and  so  large  and  valuable 

'  «  been  the  gift,  that  even  now,  upon  this  floor, 

we  hear  it  said,  and  complained  of,  that  they  have 

ore  than    they  know   what  to  do  with.     The 

pvernment  established  the  terms  and  conditions 

I  which  the  land   was   (granted   to  them,  and 

,  (no,   very  shortly  after   the  Territory    was 

niud.     What  are  those  termsand  condiiions, 

I  to  whom  were  the  Grants  to  be  made?     Here 

1  part  of  the  fiiurth,  and  the  entire  fifth  section 

he  act  of  1850: 

^9tc.  4.  Jtwj  be  it  further  enaetei.  That  thnreshall  he, 

ir.t.if  [o  rvpry  wtnte  sellleror  occupniit  of 

'    ricati  lialt' brt^H    fniljaitq   included, 

^I'  ^hreeii  y»*ar!»,    tK-inJt  n  cilizeii  of  the 

;   ..-witg  inadu  a  dcclariilinn  accnrdin|>  to 

ntHHi    lu   brcoiiif  a  cilixrn.  or  who  Kliall 

aralinn  on  or  Uffnrt!  Ijie  i^t  day  nf  Decfiii- 

f~uiinj   III   ,.aid  Terrilor)-,  (ir  who  ithall 

'I  or  befort*  ttnr  I.<t  day  of  l*e 

'   hav,-  rt'Kided  upitti  and  culti- 

.     -'-ouliVR  yearit,  and  Khali  olher- 

to  (Iti;  provt*M>ii»  of  lliis  net,  the  ({tiaiuily  of 
«>ion,or  three  hundr«-d  and  twrnly  acns  oflaHd, 
tul  II  a  marripd  nmn,  or  If  he  shall  b«'Coiiie 
ir  Irtun  Ihe  l«t  day  of  U*'C»'m!HT,  1850, 
li'^n,  or  hix  hiinilrt-d  and  forty  ucreit,  1 1 
.tnd   th«  otiier  half  lo  lii^  wife,  to  tH>    ' 
Uvt  own  risht  ;  and  flit;  I'lirvcyor  i^on*  ral 
h*^  part  initmig  to  ilic  hu«l>and  and  thai  lo  '■ 
■ter  ilie  I'ami:  on  the  reoord-*  of  hi.H  iiflici*;  i 
I  where  fnch  marrifd  persons  have  complied 
^Dnn  of  this  a'-t,  bo  a-i  lo  entitlt*  (hem  to  the  ■ 
ovid»^,  whelherunder  Ihp  hiteprnvifiioiial 
Irrpiii,  or  since,  ami  HtlxT  shall  have  dit^d 
Hae*,  the  jiiirvivr  and  childrtm  or  heirs  nf 
all  be  entitled  to  Ihe  share  or  inieresi  of  Ihe  | 

prop<irlinns,  except  where  Ihe  deceased 
disiviveof  it  by  teslainent  duly  Hfid  properly 
line  to  the  laws  of  Orepiii.  i 

^  be  il  faitkfr  enacted.  That  lo  all  white 
rtheUniled  Slalea,  or  pcnjons  who   fhalt 
rlarulK'ii'^f  intention  to  become  such,  aliove 
to'  •"  .  '-.  etni^ralinK  lo  and  selihni;  in 

I  day  of  December,  lftr)it,and  Ihe 
And  to  all  white  male  American  i 
ircjutHflure  provided  lor,  becoininj!  one  and   ' 
race,  in  aaid  Territory,  and  aetlling  there 
nes  fast  aforesaid,  who  shall  in  other  respects 
^il»  ^>-     '  -.-coinj  section  and   the  provisions  of 

I'-,  and  hereby  Ih,  granted  the  quanljly 
'II,  or  one  huiidri-d  and  sixty  acres  id' 
man  ;  or  if  married,  or  if  he  shall  become  i 
one  year  froni  the  time  of  arriving  in  said 
.thin  one  year  after  becoming  twenty-one 
-.iid,  then  the  quantity  of  one  half  »ec- 
'j  and  twenty  acres,  one  half  to  the 
.:r  half  to  the  wife,  in  her  own  rijtht, 
lobe  deiiisna'ij    t.y  the   surveyor  general  as  nioresajd:  : 
."rerW-J  oiteaifA,  That  no  person  shall  ever  receive  a  patent 
_lor  oiore  than  one  donaliou  of  land  in  said  Territory  in  his  ; 
r  ber  own  right :   PrortjJrd,  Thai  no  mineral  lands  shall  be  | 
]ealeil  or  ftranted  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  "  j 

4oWi  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  provisions  | 
■de  by  th  e  Government  for  granting  lands  to  those 
bo  are  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
)  are  exceedingly  liberal  and  generous.      It  not 
r  givea  land  to  every  American  citizen  who  is 
^e.but  to  every  half-breed  Indian;  and  not  only 
!  who  are  there,  but  to  those  who  shall  go 
re  before  a  certain  day,  which  is  designated  by  j 
lad — three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
I  single  man,  and  if  married,  six  hundred  and 
f acres. 

his  proviaton  was  not  confined  lo  those  who 

there  at  the  lime  of  the  passage  of  the  act. 

!nt   beyond   that,  and   applied    to   those  who 

:  within  twelve  months  afterwards.     And  it 

the   same  indulgence  not  only   to   married 

^n,  but   to  those  who  might  hereafter  marry 

bin  twelve  months  after  a  certain  dale  therein 

afied. 

r,  sir.  there  are  some  provisions  attached  to 
I  law.     They  are  as  follows: 

tulr.f.  T)i:il  no  alien  tfaatl  be  entitled  to  a  patent  to 
H  act,  until  he  shall  produce  to  Ihe  sur 

L'on  record  evidence  ihal  his  natural- 
if  the  United  Stales  has  t>een  completed; 
alt*-)),  tiavine  made  his  dee laralion  of  intention 
1  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  after  the  paasajie 
, shall  die  before  his  naturaii/.atlon  shall  he  uom- 
Nwessory   rishl  acquired  hy  him   tinder  the 
'lis  act  shall  descend  to  his  heirs  at  law,  or 
•isees,  lo  whom,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
Pi  oviA*')!  further,  'I'hat  in  all  cases  pro- 
■  tion,  Ihe  donation  shall  embrace  Uie 
'  (I  and  cultivated  by  the  settler  thereon; 
vtrfe^  /T<i'6-r.  I'liatall  future  conlracls  by  any  pen«on  or 
eiititled  to  the  beiielit  of  this  act, 'for  the   sale  of 
!  lo  which  he  or  they  may  be  entitled  under  this  act 
rfore  he  ur  they  have  received  a  patent  therefor,  shall  be 
Mi." 

Now  this  last  proviso  is  to  be  stffcken  out,  and 


the  result  will  be,  that  if  the  occupant  has  not 
been  upon  the  lund  for  three  months,  he  is  to  be 
relieved  from  the  realriclion  which  requires  him 
to  settle  and  cultivate  the  same,  and  he  is  to  be 
allowed  to  go  into  market  and  make  a  sale  of  his 
land. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  says, 
what  does  the  Government  sutfer  by  this .'  What 
13  lost  to  the  United  States.'  They  have  already 
given  Ihe  land,  and  by  striking  out  this  proviso, 
you  authorize  Iheni  to  sell  a  portion  of  il,  in  order 
that  they  may  acquire  the  means  of  carrying  on 
their  farming  operations  upon  the  rest  of  it,  as  the 
gentleman  snys. 

Well  now,  sir,  it  strikes  me  that,  under  this  state 
of  things,  this  may  occur,  that  ihe  Government 
of  the  United  States  may,  at  least,  give  lands  to 
others  which  will  go  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  already  received  them.  For  example:  sup- 
pose one  man  has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  there  now,  and  if  a  new  comer  arrives 
there,  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  he  can 
sell  to  him  one  half  of  his  claim,  and  the  new 
comer  himself  can  enter  a  claim  for  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  more,  and  in  his  turn  may  sell 
one  half  of  his  claim  to  the  first,  or  they  may  agree 
to  make  an  exchange  of  portions  of  the  land  which 
each  holds. 

Mr.  LANE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia allow  ine  to  say  that,  as  we  have  many  bills 
relating  to  territorial  business  yet  to  dispose  of, 
and  as  this  pmvision  is  likely  to  consume  the  time 
of  the  committee,  to  avoid  detaining  the  committee 
any  longer  upon  the  matter,  I  am  willing,  so  far 
as  Oregon  isconcerned,  that  the  privilege  of  selling 
portions  of  claims  shall  be  restricted ,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Parkkr]  proposes,  to 
persons  who  have  perfected  their  right  lo  the  lands; 
that  is,  to  those  who  have  lived  upon  their  claims 
for  four  years.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
desire  more  than  that.' 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  they  have  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  the  law,  they  have  the  right  to 
dispose  of  their  lands  as  they  please,  and  there  is 
no  need  for  us  lo  adopt  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  COBB.     But  they  cannot  gel  their  patents. 
Mr.  LETCH  ER.     If  they  have  lived  upon  their 
lands  four  years,  ihey  have  a  right  to  a  patent 
for  it,  and  they  can  enforce  their  right. 

Mr.  LANE.  No,  sir;  they  cannot  enforce  their 
right.  But,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow  me,  what 
I  desire  now  is,  lo  indicate  my  willingness,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  to  confine  the  privilege  of  selling 
portions  of  claims  to  those  who  have  perfected  their 
titles  by  living  upon  the  land  four  years. 

Mr.  PARKER.  That  is  the  amendment  I  pro- 
posed to  olT'er. 

Mr.  LANE.  Now  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
will  yield  me  the  floor  for  five  minutes.' 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  will  for  thai  length  of 
lime. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  ask  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say  a  word  at  this 
point?  The  gentleman  hasput  a  hypothetical  case, 
in  which  he  thinks  the  Governmenl  might  pos- 
sibly gel  a  portion  of  the  claim  of  another  person. 
If  I  mistake  not,  he  puts  il  thus:  Suppose  an  indi- 
vidual who  had,  under  the  act  of  1850,  entered 
and  taken  possession  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  should,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  sell 
one  half  of  his  claim  to  a  new  comer,  who,  in  his 
turn,  should  locate  another  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  should  dispose  of  half  of  his 
tract  to  the  first,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
Each  one  would  have  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  still,  and  whol  would  be  the  difference?  By 
the  existing  laws  each  resident  is  entitled  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and,  of  course,  each 
new  comer  is  entitled  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  more;  and  whether  ihey  takeil  by  collusion, 
or  without  collusion,  makes  no  practical  differ- 
ence. The  operation  of  the  law  is  precisely  the 
same,  and  nothing  is  either  gained  or  lost,  either 
by  the  individuals  themselves,  or  by  the  Govern- 
menl. 

But,  sir,  suppose  you  take  the  case  which  has 
been  put  by  ine  gentleman,  and  in  reference  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  seems  disposed 
lo  yield  the  point,  so  far  as  this  section  of  the  bill  is 
concerned .  Suppose  a  parly  has  been  in  possession 
of  his  cloim  only  three  months  and  feels  disposed 
to  sell  out.     (I  wish  the  gentleman  to  remember 


the  fact  that  the  condition  on  which  the  right  was 
acquired  under  the  act  of  1850  was  thai  of  four 
years'occupancy.)  And  if  an  indiviijual  occupies 
the  land  for  three  months,  and  the  parly  who  pur- 
chases from  him  does  not  continue  the  occupancy, 
the  condition  precedent  on  which  the  grant  was 
made  is  not  carried  out,  and  no  right  accrues 
lo  either  party.  Hence  there  is  nothing  in  the 
case  that  the  party  who  occupies  might  sell  out. 
There  must  be  a  continued  occupancy  either  of  the 
party  originally  making  the  location,  or  of  his  as- 
signees, or  the  condition  precedent  falls,  and  nei- 
ther p.iriy  is  entitled  under  the  act  of  1850.  Such 
is  the  law;  and  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  is 
yielding  lo  that  in  which  there  is  no  point. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  willing  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  shall  be  embodied 
in  the  bill.  Let  the  proviso  be  repealed,  so  far  as 
claims  of  the  description  indicjtled  ore  concerned. 
Now,  I  believe  that  the  gentleman  has  no  other 
objection  lo  the  bill. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     Yes,  I  have  something  else. 

Mr.  LANE.     I  want  about  five  minutes'  time. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Wait  a  moment,  and  you 
shall  have  it;  my  remarks  will  not  be  long. 

My  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disney]  has  one  of 
the  happiest  faculties  of  any  gentleman  within  the 
limits  of  my  acquaintance.  1  have  never  yet  seen 
him  opposed  to  anybody  that  he  was  not  perfectly 
satisfied  that  he  was  in  the  right,  and  that  no- 
body else  was,  or  could  be,  right.  [Laughter.] 
I  have  observetl  his  course  on  various  occasions, 
not  only  in  the  discussion  of  land  questions,  but 
in  other  matters  in  this  House,  and  I  have  yet  to 
see  the  very  first  man  who  ever  differed  from  him 
in  opinion,  no  matter  how  wide  or  how  slight  the 
difference,  that  he  did  notcome  to  the  cx)ncluaion, 
and  with  a  great  deal  of  self-complacency,  that  he 
was  riehl,  and  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  it 
could  be  otherwise. 

Now,  the  gentleman  says  that  mjr  objection  lo 
this  section  has  no  sort  of  point  to  it.  What  is 
the  objection?  I  object  lo  the  surrender  of  the 
whole  of  the  public  lands  of  the  country  in  these 
Territories.  The  gentleman  admits  that  these 
parties  may  go  in  there,  and  that  they  may,  after 
taking  up  these  lands,  divide  them  to  suit  their 
own  convenience.  With  this  authority,  ilwill  be 
hard  to  tell  how  much  land  will  be  occupied  by 
these  parties.  Under  the  doctrine  of  the  veto 
which  went  into  the  SenaW  to-day,  I  think  that 
we  may  possibly  hope,  ere  long,  to  arrest  some 
of  this  squandering  of  the  public  lands.  The 
President  soys  that  they  ought  not  lo  be  given  up 
unless  there  is  a  full  et)uivalent  in  value  given  for 
them;  that  the  Government  ought  not  lo  lose  the 
price  of  ihem;  and  under  this  principle  I  hope  that 
we  may  be  able  lo  check  this  principle  of  giving 
away.  And  I  hope  that  it  will  check  it  for  another 
reason.  Look  at  the  slate  of  things  now  in  this 
country  in  the  organization  of  Territories.  Here 
are  five  Territories  oigonized  in  the  North  at  this 
time,  one  organized  in  18'18,  one  which  is  now 
the  subject  of  consideration;  and,  in  the  space  of 
six  years,  it  has  grown  so  rapidly  that  at  this 
very  time  there  is  a  bill  on  the  table  to  organize  it 
u  a  Slate.  Well,  here  are  other  of  these  Terri- 
tories growing  up  under  this  spiril  of  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  which  gives 
away  lands  to  settlers,  and  withdraws  thftn  from 
the  old  States.  We  are  building  up  northern 
power  to  create  a  disparity  far  greater  than  at 
present  exists  between  the  North  and  the  South. 

I  have  no  objection  lo  the  organization  of  these 
Territories  when  they  are  needed,  but  I  have  an 
objection  lo  using  the  power  of  this  Government 
for  the  purposeof  stimulating  a  hol-housesyslem, 
ihat  shall  encourage  these  Territories,  ond  bring 
them  upon  us  of  the  South  as  Slates  when  we  are 
weak  enough  already  in  this  Government.  Under 
the  old  policy.  Our  custom  was  to  admit  into  this 
Union  a  free  Stale  and  a  slave  Stale  at  the  same 
time,  and  that  policy  was  adhered  to  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  until  squatter  sovereignty  and 
military  authority  controlled  California,  and 
brought  her  into  the  Union  as  a  free  Slate,  thus 
destroying  the  equality. 

If  men  choose  to  go  into  these  Territories  vol- 
untarily and  settle  there  for  the  purpose  ofbetlering 
their  fortunes,  let  them  go.  But  do  not  let  this 
Government  undertake  to  destroy  us  of  the  South 
by  holding  out  stimulants  to  the  encouragement 
of  northern  Territories,  the  propagation  of  north- 
ern sentiment,  and  the  mulUpUcation  of  northern 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1080 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  3, 


repreaentatives  here  and  in  the  Senate.  We  are 
the  weaker  party  now  in  both  bodies,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  not  so  legislate  as  to  place  us  at  a  greater 
disadvantage. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Most  of  the 
arguments  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, might  have  been  very  appropriate  when  the 
bill  proposing  to  give  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
to  the  emigrants  was  before  the  House  lor  con- 
sideration. That,  however,  is  now  a  law.  The 
question  whether  it  was  a  proper  law  or  not,  is 
not  now  before  us.  I  thinlc  I  voted  for  that  law, 
and  that  it  was  a  proper  one.  We  wanted  to 
have  Oregon  settled  up,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
offer  inducements  to  the  people  of  alt  parts  of  the 
country  to  go  there.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
military  occupation.  It  was  consistent  with  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  various  other  in- 
stances. It  was  in  perfect  consistency  with  the 
policy  of  my  own  State.  In  the  early  settlement 
of  Georgia  large  grants  of  land  were  given  to  any 
individuals  who  would  come  and  settle  the  coun- 
try. I  think  the  policy  a  wise  one,  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  defend  it. 

But  the  only  question  before  us  at  this  time,  is 
whether  the  individuals  who  have  gone  out  to 
Or^^>n  and  settled  there,  shall  be  hampered  and 
restricted  by  the  provisions  of  that  law.  Sir,  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
was  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  hazarded  every- 
thing to  go  out  to  that  country.  Now,  if  that  was 
the  policy,  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia— is  it  wise,  is  it  just,  that  we  should  still 
trammel  and  restrict  them  >  The  object,  when  that 
law  was  passed,  was  to  benefit  the  pioneer.  Why 
should  we  not  go  on  and  still  benefit  him.'  Let 
us  carry  out  the  same  policy.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  continue  the  restriction;  and  I  am,  there- 
fore, for  repealing  this  proviso.  The  Government 
cannot  be  injured  by  it.  It  is  not  proposed  by  this 
bill  to  give  away  another  acre  of  the  public  lands. 

The  gentleman  argues  as  if  we  were  disposing 
of  the  public  lands.  He  says  he  is  against  giving 
away  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories.  This 
bill  does  not  propose  to  give  away  an  inch  of  the 
public  lands.  The  propriety  of  such  grants  is  not 
now  the  subject-matter  of  discussion.  The  simple 
question  is,  will  you  do  this  act  of  justice  to  the 
western  pioneer?  For  one,  I  am  disposed  to  do  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  When  thegAitteman  voted 
for  the  Oregon  land  bill,  what  did  he  mean  by 
putting  in  the  proviso?        • 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  proviso  was  put  in,  I 
suppose,  as  was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Washington  Territory  [Mr.  Lancaster]  just 
now,  tosatisfy  the  scruples  of  somegentlemen  who 
thought  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would 
be  benefited  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  That  is  another  thing  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  COBB.  There  was  no  objection  made  in 
the  House  to  the  proviso,  for  I  was  here  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
why  the  proviso  was  put  in  the  bill.  I  only  say 
that  it  may  have  been  put  in  for  the  reason  as- 
signed^^v  the  gentleman  from  Washington  Ter- 
ritory. I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  his- 
tory of  that  bill,  or  why  the  proviso  was  put  in 
at  all.  It  may  have  been  thought  proper  at  that 
time  to  prevent  the  claims  from  being  sold.  1  do 
not  know  what  the  reason  was.  But  when  the 
case  comes  up  now,  and  the  pioneers  come  here, 
and  through  their  Representatives  here,  state  to  us 
clear  and  just  reasons  why  the  restriction  should 
be  removed,  why  should  we  insist  on  retaining 
it  ?    There  is  no  reason  for  it  that  I  can  see. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Letch- 
er's amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  modify  my  amendment  by 
adding  a  proviso: 

ProvUtd,  The  recipients  of  said  act  shall  bare  lived 
four  jrean  upon  said  lands  thereby  granted. 

But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Par- 
ker] thinks  he  has  an  amendment  that  will  answer 
the  purpose  better,  I  will  adopt  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  PARKER.  1  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  accepts 
as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

PnvUtd,  Thai  no  Bale  shall  be  deemed  valid  until  the 
vender  is  entiUed  to  a  patent  for  the  land.  ' 


Mr.  COBB.  The  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lamb,]  that  he  is  willing  to 
accept  the  amendment  of^  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Parker,]  supersedes  the  necessity 
of  replying  to  some  of^  his  remarks,  as  well  as 
those  that  nave  fallen  from  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Parker]  will  change  the  phraseology  a  little, 
so  as  to  provide  that  "no  person  shall  be  entitled 
or  allowed  the  privilege  of  selling  his  claim  until 
he  shall  have  resided  upon  it  four  years,"  1  will 
accept  h  is  amend  ment. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  gentleman  from  Oregon,  I 
trust,  will  be  satisfied  Uiat  the  objection  I  made  to 
the  section  is  a  correct  one. 

Mr.  LANE.  To  what  section  does  the  gentle- 
man refer? 

Mr.  COBB.  1  am  not  going  back  to  the  ori- 
ginal section.  One  word  of  reply  nere  to  the  remark 
that  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Oregon,  [Mr.  Lake,]  that  the  citizens  of  Oregon 
were  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves.  I 
know  that  there  was  a  time,  perhaps,  when  the 
proposition  cjime  up  in  regard  to  the  people  of  his 
Territory,  that  he  would  not  have  suggested  this 
second  section  in  the  bill.  It  clearly  shows  that 
he  was  not  only  capable  in  his  individual  capacity, 
but  as  their  Representative,  of  well  representing 
them.  But  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Oregon 
that  while  I  have  been  a  friend  to  Oregon,  and 
have  endeavored  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  that  Territory,  since  1  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  once  had  occasion  to  answer 
to  my  constituents  for  a  vote  I  gave  in  relation  to 
a  matter  before  Congress,  which  was  to  put  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon  upon  an  equality  with 
every  other  American  Representative,  so  far  as 
his  mileage  was  concerned.  My  vote  upon  that 
occasion  was  thoroughly  scrutinized,  and  I  was 
compelled  to  take  the  stump  to  defend  it.  The 
gentleman  himself  was  not  then  capable  of  man- 
aging his  own  affairs  to  his  entire  satisfaction.  I 
came  to  his  rescue  then,  as  I  have  come  to  the 
rescue  of  his  citizens  whenever  I  could  possibly 
do  it  in  this  House.  I  was  obliged  to  take  the 
stump  in  defense  of  my  vote  upon  that  occasion; 
but,  thank  God,  my  constituents  vindicated  my 
course,  and  declared  that  the  old  war-worn  soldier 
should  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  every 
other  American  Representative,  and  that  he  should 
be  paid  for  the  distance  that  he  traveled.  I  want 
to  announce  to  him  that  I  gave  that  vote,  and  my 
people  have  indorsed  me  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  LANE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Cobb]  for  his  kindness  now  and  on  former  occa- 
sions. And  I  will  say  to  him  that  he  represents 
a  very  sensible  constituency,  [laughter;]  and  that 
he  is  a  very  good  Representative  of  that  constitu- 
ency. And  to  both  those  facts  I  shall  always  be 
happy  to  testify  on  this  floor,  twenty  yenrs  hence 
as  well  as  now.  There  are  one  or  two  words  which 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say.  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee,  not  to  the  amendment 
—for  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  the  amendment— 4}ut 
to  a  few  words  which  came  from  my  friend  from 
Washington  Territory,  [Mr.  Lancaster,]  in  re- 
lation to  the  late  Delegate  from  Oregon  Territory. 
My  friend  from  Washington  Territory  took  occa- 
sion to  say  for  that  gentleman — my  predecessor — 
that  while  here  he  secured  the  passage  of  this  pro- 
viso, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  servants 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  taking  and 
occupying  claims;  and  particularly  to  deprive  Dr. 
McLaughlin  of  his  property,  known  as  the  Oregon 
City  claim.  He  went  on  (o  say  that  it  was  this 
which  prevented  Dr.  McLaughlin — who  is  the 
most  generous  man  on  the  face  of  God's  earth, 
according  to  him — from  possessing  property  which 
he  was  entitled  to.  He,  who  had  lavishly  ex- 
pended his  money  for  the  benefit  of  American  citi- 
zens arriving  in  Oregon  in  a  destitute  condition, 
was  thus  prevented  from  enjoying  the  property  to 
which  be  wasjustly  entitled! 

Now,  Mr.  dhairman ,  I  cannot  sit  here  and  listen 
to  assaults  on  the  memory  of  my  predecessor, 
without  at  least  attempting  his  vindication.  Mr. 
Thurston  was  among  the  pioneers  of  Oregon — the 
mfn  who,  years  ago,  braved  the  perils,  and  en- 
dured the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  plains 
and  mountains,  in  migrating  to  that  remote  and 
then  comparatively  unknown  region.  He  was  a 
man  of  noble  impulses — a  spirit  adventurous  and 
enterprising,  undaunted  by  dangers,  unconqnered 


by  difficulties.  He  was,  if  not  the  discoverer,  the 
man  who  pointed  out  to  others  the  way  to  the 
beautiful  and  fertile  regions  that  lie  beyond  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

Possessed  of  fine  literary  attainments,  of  pleas- 
ing address,  affable  and  kind,  he  early  gained  the 
affections,  and  secured  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Oregon;  and  when  a  territorial  government 
was  organized,  he  was  selected  as  their  first  Dele- 
gate to  Congress.  No  Territory  ever  had  a  better 
Delegate,  no  people  a  more  vigilant  and  faithful 
representative.  Among  the  measures  whose  pas- 
sage through  Congress  was  secur^ii  by  this  inde- 
fatigable servant  of  the  people  was  the  donation 
law  of  1850,  under  which  law  the  gentleman  from 
Washington  now  enjoys  adomoin  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  Columbia, 
worth,  perhaps,  $30,000,  for  all  which  he  is  in- 
debted to  the  labors  of  the  lamented  Thurston. 
And  yet,  he  rises  in  his  place,  in  this  Hall,  and 
charges  his  benefactor  with  an  unwarrantable  ex- 
ertion of  his  influence  to  secure  the  passage  of  a 
law  aimed  at,  and  designed  to  gratify  his  malice 
against  a  particular  individual.  Such  a  charge 
he  brings,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  merely  against  a 
benefactor,  but  a  benefactor  who  fell  a  victim  to 
his  untiring  labors  in  the  service  of  his  constitu- 
ents. Having  finished  his  term  in  Congress,  Mr. 
Thurston  set  out  on  his  return,  with  his  health 
impaired  by  the  many  cares  that  pressed  on  his 
mind  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  He 
died  on  his  passage  from  Panama,  and  wasburied 
at  Acapulco.  But  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of 
Oregon  would  not  permit  his  body  to  rest  in  for- 
eign soil.  His  remains  were  brought  by  them  to 
Oregon,  and  now  repose  at  Salem,  the  capital,  in 
a  tomb  moistened  with  the  tears,  and  hallowed  by 
the  affections  of  a  grateful  people. 

Such  a  charge  does  Injustice,  gross  injustice,  to 
that  man;  it  does  injustice  to  his  memory;  it  does 
injustice  to  his  wife,  to  his  orohan  children,  to  say 
that  he  procured  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
uring any  individual,  or  used  his  position  and  in- 
fluence with  such  unworthy  motives. 

The  Oregon  City  claim,!  would  here  add,  be- 
longed to  the  General  Government,  and  Congress 
saw  fit  to  grant  it  to  the  Territory  for  educational 
purposes.  Of  their  action  none  have  a  right  to 
complain. 

I  nave  nothing  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  about 
the  individual  who  has  been  eulogized  so  highly 
by  the  Delegate  from  Washington  Territory.  I 
know  him  well.  I  know  that  he  has  some  high 
qualities.  And  I  know  another  thing,  that  al- 
though he  may  have  expended  |60,000,  as  the 
gentleman  says,  for  the  benefit  of  destitute  emi- 
grants arriving  at  Oregon,  I  have  not  always 
found  him  so  liberal,  and  no  man  knows  him  more 
intimately,  I  think,  than  I  do.  I  only  say  this 
much  to  vindicate  the  character  of  one  who  repre- 
sented Or^on  Territory,  and  who  did,  I  think, 
as  much  as  any  man  on  the  Pacific  coast  could 
have  done  for  the  good  of  his  constituency.  There 
are  many  men  here  who  knew  him,  who  served 
with  him,  and  who,  I  believe,  will  bear  me  out  in 
saying  that  I  have  not  spoken  too  highly  in  vin- 
dication of  his  memory. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  It  is  proper  that  I  should 
make  an  explanation.  I  spoke  hastily  what  I  have 
spoken,  but  nevertheless  I  spoke  (he  truth.  1  was 
a  resident  in  that  country  before  my  learned  friend 
[Mr.  Lane.]  [Laughter.]  I  call  him  "  learned" 
on  the  authority  of  nis  fnend  here,  [Mr.  Cobb.1 
[Renewed  laughter.]  Being  a  stranger  here,  I 
take  things  as  I  find  them  upon  this  floor.  I  state 
here  what  I  know  to  be  the  truth.  I  have  no  in- 
terest which  would  lead  me  to  promulgate  what 
might  be  deemed  untrue,  to  this  House. 

f  was  in  that  country  before  General  Lane,  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon  was  there,  and  before  that 
Territory  was  organized.  I  make  these  remarks 
because  I  wish  to  show  how  it  is  that  I  have  some 
knowledge  upon  this  sul^ect.  Dr.  McLaughlin 
has  done  more  for  the  American  settlements  upon 
the  Pacific  coast  than  all  other  persons  put  to- 
gether.   1  know  it  to  be  so. 

And  I  state  further,  that  there  is  not  a  single 
scientific  wo^k  which  has  any  relation  to  that 
country,  there  is  not  a  report  of  a  naval  or  of  a 
military  ofHcer,  there  is  not  a  report  of  a  learned 
gentleman  of  any  profession,  who  has  ever  visited 
that  country,  in  which  the  hospitality  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Laughlin is  not  spoken  of.  Look  at  Lieutenant 
Wilkes's  and  Colooel  Fremont's  reports,  and  at 
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llie  reports  of  every  other  person  who  has  visited 
that  country,  and  yoii  will^see  that  my  statement 
is  correct  in  every  word ;  and  then  you  can  add  to 
that  the  testimony  of  hundreds  of  persons  who 
have  gone  into  that  Territory. 

Now,  what  was  done  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Laughlin.' He  alone,  of  all  the  persons  upon 
that  coast,  was  singled  out  and  deprived,  by  an 
act  of  lei;islation,  of  his  possessions.  This  old 
man,  grny-headed,  and  about  to  tumble  into  the 
grave,  with  all  the  good  qualities  which  he  pos- 
sesses, was  singled  out,  and  his  claims  taken  from 
him.  Who  has  those  pcssessions  which  formerly 
belonged  to  Dr.  McLaughlin.'  My  friend  [Mr. 
Lank]  has  part  of  that  which  was  claimed  by 
him.  He  knows  that  perfectly  well.  Who  has 
the  balance  of  it.'  A  part  was  appropriated  to 
the  endowment  of  a  university.  What  sales  of 
his  were  confirmed  in  Oregon  Territory  >  and 
what  lands  in  Oregon  are  held  by  title  unuer  that 
law?  The  lands  which  Dr.  McLaughlin  had 
given  away,  and  which  cost  them  only  the  ex- 
pense of  survey  and  titles.  What  was  his  claim  .' 
Oregon  City.  Who  hold  the  lands  now?  Real 
settlers.  Up  to  a  certain  day  the  gifts  which  he 
made  were  confirmed  to  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  made.  What  else  was  confirmed? 
Every  particle  of  the  balance  was  taken  from  him, 
and  he  does  not  hold  a  fool  by  virtue  of  that  do- 
nation. He  is  the  only  man  who  could  not  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  that  donation  act.  That  was 
brought  about  by  Mr.  Thurston,  the  Delegate, 
at  that  time,  from  Oregon  Territory.  I  state  the 
facts  as  I  know  them.  Had  I  his  speeches  here, 
I  could  prove  to  you  the  correctness  of  my  asser- 
tions. He  stated  that  the  reason  why  he  was 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  act  was  because  he 
would  not  grind  custom-work  at  the  mill,  which 
he  owned,  for  the  toll.  At  the  island  mill  there, 
they  would  grind  for  custom.  For  his  refusal, 
Mr.  Thurston  said  the  mill  and  his  property  should 
be  taken  from  him.  Now,  what  are  the  facta  of 
the  case?  On  a  certain  day,  Mr.  Thurston  and 
myself,  while  i  was  proceeding  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duties  as  supreme  judge  of  the  Territory, 
were  together,  and  we  crossed  over  the  Willamette 
river.  The  Doctor's  mill  was  standing  still.  We 
then  remarked  that  the  time  would  come  when 
that  water-power  would  be  used — speaking  in 
reference  to  the  water-power  of  the  river.  On 
another  day  we  stood  at  the  same  place.  The 
mill  wax  then  running,  and  the  mill  was  sur- 
rounded by  wagons  drawn  by  oxen  and  mules, 
with  the  teamsters  and  people  who  were  waiting 
for  their  grists.  We  both  saw  it.  Mr.  Thurston 
knew  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  was  grinding  for  cus- 
tomers, and  yet  not  long  after,  in  a  speech  upon 
this  floor  of  Congress,  he  made  a  statement  that 
the  Doctor  would  not  grind  grain  for  customers. 
I  do  not  say  these  things  lo  detract  from  his  mem- 
ory, but  I  do  sny  that  the  statement  which  he  made 
here  he  knew  not  to  lie  founded  in  truth. 

Mr.  COBB.     I   can   tell   the  gentleman   from 
Washington  what  Mr.  Thurston  said. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.    1  know  what  he  said      I 
read  his  speeches  as  they  were  then  published. 

Mr.   COBB.     He  said  Dr.  McLaughlin  was 
British. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.     He  said  he  was  British; 
he  called  him  an  old  Jesuit. 
Mr.  COBB.     I  do  not  recollect  that  expression. 
Mr.  LANCASTER.     He  said  it,  and  he  made 
the  charges  which  I  have  suggested  also. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  discussion  is  certainly  wide  of  the  subject  | 
under  consideration. 
Several  Members.  Oh,  no,  let  him  go  on. 
Mr.  LANCASTER.  Well,  sir,  1  thought  it 
proper  to  .state  the  causes  which  led  to  the  mser- 
tion  of  this  restrictive  clause.  It  has  been  said 
that  it  wasto  prevent  thcHudson's Bay  Company 
from  coming  into  possession  of  large  tracts  of 
land. 
Mr.  COBB.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  that. 
Mr.  LANCASTER.  There  may  be  no  diffi- 
culty. It  may  be  that  I  have  traveled  out  of  the 
legitimate  line  of  debate  in  slating  these  facts.  1 
have  had  but  little  experience  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  body,  and  it  may  be  that  I  have  not  kept 
within  the  rules  of  order.  I  thought  it  proper, 
however,  to  state  the  reasons  which  led  to  placing 
this  restriction  in  the  donation  act;  and  I  think  so 
still.  I  staled  that  I  believed  it  was  to  prevent 
(he  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  holding  Uieland 


taken  by  their  servants  within  the  limits  of  the 
Territory,  and  I  stated  that  the  object  of  Mr. 
Thurston  in  procuring  its  insertion  was  to  prevent 
Dr.  McLaughlin  from  enjoying  his  possessions, 
and  to  prevent  the  sales  which  he  had  made  from 
being  confirmed. 

A  Mkmber.  Did  Dr.  McLaughlin  ever  receive 
anything  from  these  sales  ? 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  I  believe,  in  some  in- 
stances, he  received  a  nominal  sum;  perhaps  five 
dollars.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  detain  the 
committee.  I  have  stated  what  were  the  reasons 
which  induced  Mr.  Thurston  to  procure  this  re- 
striction ;  and  1  hope  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
committee  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  hope 
the  committee  will  bear  with  me  patiently  for  a 
few  minutes. 

[Cries  of  "  No !"  "  No  !"  and  "  Go  on  !"I 

Mr.  LANE.  The  gentleman  from  Washing- 
ton has  stated  that  Mr.  Thurston  had  procured 
the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  purpose  of  depriving 
Ur.  McLaughlin  of  certain  property  which  was 
now  in  my  hands. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.     I  said  you  owned  it 

Mr.  LANE.  Well,  that  is  about  the  same. 
The  gentleman  is  intentionally  honest  in  his  state- 
ment; hut  he  misses  the  mark  widely  sometimes, 
as  I  will  show.'  1  hope  the  committee  will  bear 
with  me,  and  I  will  make  my  explanation  as 
brief  as  possible.  It  will  be  necessary  to  trace 
this  matter  as  far  back  as  184 1 ,  in  order  to  under- 
stand it  perfectly.  About  that  time  some  Ameri- 
can missionaries  erected  a  mill  upon  an  island  in 
the  Willamette  river.  The  building  was  com- 
menced in  1841,  and  the  mill  was  set  running,  I 
think,  in  1843. 

About  that  time  Dr.  McLaughlin  took  a  claim 
upon  the  main  land  adjoining,  and  not  upon  the 
island,  as  the  gentleman  from  Washington  has 
erroneously  stated.  His  claim  extended  only  to 
the  banks  of  the  river.  He  laid  no  claim  to  the 
island,  as  the  records  of  the  surveys  in  the  land 
office  will  show.  1  am  certain  of  the  fact,  for  I 
have  looked  at  them  several  times.  It  can  be 
proved  by  persons  now  living  in  Oregon  thot  he 
never  did  a  lick  of  work  upon  it,  or  made  any  im- 
provement on  it  at  all;  and  he  has  never  been 
deprived  of  any  property  in  consequence  of  this 
act  to  which  he  was  properly  entitled,  except  the 
Or^on  City  claim. 

The  records  do  not  make  the  island  Dr.  Mc- 
Laughlin's. The  surveys  do  not  make  it  Dr. 
McLaughlin's.  The  proof  does  not  make  it  his. 
It  never  was  his.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  had  been  at  the  head 
of  it  many  years  before  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  Slates  were  extended  over  the  coun- 
try— before  my  venerable  friend  [Mr.  Bekton] 
agitated  the  importance  of  taking  hold  of  that 
country.  The  Doctor  was  there,  a  British  sub- 
ject, at  the  head  of  the  richest  company  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  the  East  India  Company  ex- 
cepted. High  Heaven  never  made  a  more  thor- 
ough, truer  Briton  than  is  the  Doctor.  He  is  a 
perfect  aristocratic  British  gentleman.  [Laughter.] 
He  is  British  in  all  his  feelings,  in  all  his  senti- 
mAits. 

With  r^ard  to  the  gentleman  from  Washing- 
ton, [Mr.  Lancaster,]  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
what  part  he  took  in  the  Cayuse  war,  how  many 
battles  he  fought,  or  how  much  blood  he  shed  on 
that  occjision.  Dr.  McLaughlin,  although  worth 
nearly  $500,000,  refused  to  give  one  single  cent 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  refused  to 
furnish  a  single  load  of  powder  and  ball  to  fight 
the  enemy.  He  said  that  the  Americans  were  to 
blame;  that  Dr.  Whitman  was  in  the  fault,  and 
had  nn  business  to  go  into  an  Indian  country; 
that  his  going  there  would  bring  on  war.  This 
he  said,  although  it  was  well  known  to  every 
person  that  Dr.  Whitman  was  actuated  by  the 
benevolent  design  of  elevating  and  improving  the 
Indians.  That  kind  of  argument  he  brought  for- 
ward as  his  excuse  for  not  helping  American  citi- 
zens to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country.  That  is  a 
portion  of  his  history. 

It  is  true,  that  he  treated  my  friend,  Colonel 
Fremont — a  gallant  man,  whom  I  love  much — and 
the  gentlemen  of  science  who  visited  that  coast, 
well,  handsomely.  They  all,  with  the  honest 
impulses  of  the  American  heart,  on  their  return 
from  the  Pacific,  gave  him  credit  for  his  good 
treatment  of  them.    But  when  he  got  an  oppor- 


tunity to  bear  down  on  the  poor  man,  he  did  it. 
He  did  not  encourage  thesettlementof  the  country. 
He  saw,  in  my  friend  from  Washington,  simerior 
talent.  A  great  lawyer  had  arrived  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  it  was  his  int«rest  and  advantage  to  use 
him,  and  he  has  done  it.  [Great  laughter.]  And 
he  has  a  eulogist  in  that  gentleman,  as  he  has  in 
all  others  whom  he  thought  could  promote  his 
interests  in  this  country.     1  know  him  well. 

On  my  way  to  this  city,  after  having  a  little 
row  with  the  Rogue  River  Indians,  I  stopped  in 
Oregon  City  to  see  my  mills.  And  here  1  may 
say,  that  those  mills  nearly  ruined  me,  pecuni- 
arily. Their  purchase  was  the  worst  thing  I  ever 
did.  I  agreed  to  give  near  $100,000  for  them.  1 
gave  the  earnings  of  twenty  years  of  my  life,  and 
have  now  sold  out  for  one  third  whot  they  cost 
me.  I  am  not  now  the  owner  of  a  single  mill. 
When  I  stopped  there  1  found  American  citizens 
coming  into  the  Territory.  Dr.  McLaughlin  lives 
in  Oregon  City.  He  is  not  the  feeble,  old,  de- 
crepit man  that  my  friend  speaks  of.  He  is  about 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  hair  is  all  white; 
but  he  is  the  finest  looking  gentleman  that  you 
ever  saw.  He  is  stout,  stately,  and  weighs  over 
two  hundred  pounds.  He  is  stouter  than  I  am, 
and  1  think  that  I  am  stouter  than  the  gentleman 
from  Washington.  He  bids  fair  to  live  for  forty 
years  yet,  and  I  think  that  he  will.  He  is  the 
picture  of  health.  If  he  does  not  die  with  the 
gout,  I  question  whether  he  ever  will  die.  [Great 
laughter.] 

On  my  trip  down  I  found  the  poor  emigrants  in 
great  need  of  subsistence,  worn  down  with  the 
fatigue  of  a  long  journey,  and,  for  the  most  part, 
without  money  to  buy  the  articles  so  necessary  in 
their  then  destitute  condition.  Dr.  McLaughlin 
has  mills,  thousands  of  pounds  of  flour,  and  Targe 
amounts  of  money,  but  he  would  not  let  them 
have  one  pound  of  flour  unless  they  paid  for  it. 
This  occurred  last  fall.  If  they  coulil  get  good 
security,  he  told  them  that  he  would  give  them 
credit.  A  note  with  good  security  was  presented 
to  him,  and  then  he  would  not  let  them  have  it. 
They  could  not  get  even  a  pound  of  flour  with 
security,  although  so  very  benevolent  a  gentleman. 

1  mention  these  facts  as  histo^^-they  are  his- 
tory. I  am  not  here  to  repres^^Brilish  subjects 
or  British  interests,  nor  have  I  any  feelings  in 
common  with  British  subjects  and  British  inter- 
ests. I  am  willing  to  do  justice  to  Dr.  McLaugh- 
lin. I  shoi^ld  be  sorry  to  see  Congress  deprive 
him  of  one  particle  of  his  property,  but  it  is  ab- 
surd to  say  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  make  what  disposition  they  please 
of  their  own  property  because  it  is  occupied  by 
British  subjects.  The  rights  of  British  subjects 
were  only  to  be  respectecl  by  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions. They  were  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with 
Americjin  citizens;  and  hud  not  Congress  a  right 
to  set  aside  that  land  for  educational  purposes, 
whether  it  was  my  claim  or  any  body  else's  claim? 
I  should  like  some  acute  lawyer  to  say  if  th^y 
would.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  [Mr.  Disney.] 
[Laughter.]  I  am  not  joking.  I  want  some  gen- 
tleman to  say  whether  Congress  had  not  a  right 
to  appropriate  the  Government  lands  as  they  chose, 
to  educational  purposes,  or  any  other  piqposes 
they  thought  proper  ? 

A  Member.  That  would  be  a  difficult  question 
to  answer  after  the  veto. 

Mr.  LANE.  Well,  they  did  reserve  that  land; 
but  they  did  not  leave  Dr.  McLaughlin  a  poor 
man.  1  would  not  undertake  to  say  what  he  is 
worth  to-day,  but  he  must  be  worth  a  quarter  or 
half  a  million  at  least;  and  I  should  not  wonder  if 
he  had  more  than  #,'>00,000  in  cash  besides  his 
property.  1  regard  him  as  an  honest  man;  he 
pays  all  his  debts.  But  he  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
entitled  to  receive  any  exclusive  privileges  at  the 
hands  of  this  Congress.  I  now  ask  for  a  vote  on 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  I  merely  desire  to  make 
a  single  statement.  My  belief  is,  that  at  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act.  Dr.  McLaughlin  had  declared 
his  intention  to  become  an  Americnn.citizen;  and 
I  here  state,  before  you,  sir,  and  this  committee, 
that  he  is,  as  far  as  a  foreigner  can  be,  an  Amer- 
ican citizen;  that  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  an 
American  citizen.  How  far  he  can  be  pronounced 
a  British  subject,  under  these  circumstances,  I  do 
not  know. 


jitized  by 


Google 


1082 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  4, 


Mr.  LANE.  Allow  me  to  state,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  eentleman  from  WTashington,  that  Dr. 
McLaughlin  did  take  the  oath  in  my  presence 
when  I  was  Governor  of  the  Territory;  but  I  am 
not  certain  that  he  has  completed  his  naturaliza- 
tion. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  AaBCRTDicKiNi.Esq.itheirSec- 
reiary,  notifying  the  House  that  that  body  had 
passed  Senate  bill  No.  353,  entitled  "  An  act  ex- 
tending, in  certain  cases,  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  extend  preemption  rights  to 
certain  land  therein  mentioned,'  approved  March 
3,  18S3,"  and  reauestingiu  concurrence  therein.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  ^entleuian  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Parker,]  provldmg  that  no  sale 
■hall  be  deemed  valid  until  the  vender  is  entitled 
to  the  patent  for  the  land.  The  gentleman  from 
Oregon  [Mr.  LaneI  moves  to  strike  out  the  words 
••  the  vender  is  entitled  to  the  patent  for  the  qame," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  unless  the 
vender  shall  have  resided  four  years  upon  the 
land." 

Mr.  PARKER.    I  accept  the  modification.' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Parker's 
amendment  as  modified;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  now  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

8so.  4.  wliU  he  <l  fitrtktr  tnatlai.  That,  in  lieu  of  the 
two  lownshiiM  of  land  granted  to  Ibe  Territory  at  Oregon 
by  the  teolli  section  of  the  act  of  1850,  foruniverfitieN,  there 
anall  l»e  granted  to  each  of  the  Territories  of  Washington 
and  Oregon,  two  townsliips  of  land  of  thirty-sii  seotinns 
each,  to  be  selected  in  legal  subdivisions,  and  applied  to 
iiniversity  purposes,  under  the  dIrecUon  oflbe  Legislatures 
of  said  Terrilotrea,  respectively. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  move  to  amend  that  section  in 
the  fourth  line,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  grant- 
ed," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  re- 
served." 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 
■  The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

Thecommittee  accordingly  rose.andtheSpeaker 
pro  ttmaore,  (Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,)  having 
taken  the  chair^^  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  ^V  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  the  special  order  rela- 
ting to  the  territorial  business  of  the  organized 
Territories,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  bill 
No.  315,  "to  establish  the  office  of  surveyor 
general  of  New  Mexico,  to  grant  donations  to 
actual  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  sundry  amendments,  btit  had  come  to  no 
conclusion  upon  the  other  bills. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LILLY,  the  House  then  ad- 
(Ourned,  at  three  o'clock  and  forty-five  minutes, 
ill  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbursdat,  May  4,  1654. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henry  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Formet,  its  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  change  the  name  of  the  bark  Albe- 
ona  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Also,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed 
the  enrolled  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year 
endmg  the  30th  of  June,  1855. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umport  signed  the  bill. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  measagefrom  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  adopting 
further  measures  for  the  safety,  health,  and  com- 
fort of  immigranu  to  the  United  States  by  sea; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  subjsct,  and  ordered  to 
M  printed.    . 

PETITIONg,  ETC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Otsego  county,  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise; 
which  was  orilered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  ofcitizensof  New  York,  rcmon- 


stratine  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  citizens  of  New  York,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  docuilients  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  J.  C.  Edwards,  for  the  payment  of  a 
draft  drawn  by  G.  W.  Barbour,  Indian  agent  in 
Califorjnia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  weekly  mail  from  New  Orleanf  to 
the  Buras  settlements,  in  the  parish  of  Plaque- 
mines; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Moran,  praying  remuneration  for  a  horse 
belonging  to  him,  which  was  accidentally  killed  on 
the  work  of  the  extension  of  the  Capitol;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
SPIRITUAL  MANIFESTATIONS. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  havea  memo- 
rial from  citizens  of  Missouri  and  Wisconsin  in 
reference  to  what  are  known  as  **  spiritual  mani- 
festations." I  believe  the  memorial  is  similar  in 
character  to  that  presented  recently  by  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields.]  It  con- 
cludes by  asking  for  the  appointment  of  a  scientific 
commission  to  which  this  subjectshall  be  referred; 
and  for  such  an  appropriation  as  will  enable  the 
commissioners  to  prosecute  their  inquiries  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination.  1  have  such  a  respect,  sir, 
for  the  right  of  petition  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
present  this  memorial;  but,  I  desire  to  be  under- 
stood as  expressing  no  opinion  upon  its  prayer. 
As  the  other  memorial  went  upon  the  table,  I  ask 
that  this  lie  there  also. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  was  very  much  censured 
for  not  having  the  former  memorial  referred  to  a 
select  committee;  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Massachusetts  would  make 
up  for  my  delinquency,  and  that  he  would  ask  for 
a  select  committee  to  which  both  memorials 
should  be  referred.  1  should  be  very  willing  to 
serve  on  a  committee,  with  him  as  chairman,  to 
investigate  the  matter  in  that  way.  I  want  to  put 
myself^right  on  this  very  nice  point,  for  it  has 
been  charged  that  I  have  smothered  a  petition 
which  was  intrusted  to  me,  and  I  am  sorry  now 
to  see  that  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  makes 
himself  liable  to  a  similar  charge. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  My  friend  from  Illinois  will 
understand  that  I  have  but  followed  his  lead  in 
the  course  I  have  taken.  Besides,  I  may  add, 
that  the  petitioners,  in  forwarding  to  me  their  me- 
morial, made  no  such  request  to  me  as  I  under- 
stand was  made  to  my  honorable  friend.  They 
did  not  ask  that  I  should  move  its  reference  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  lliatmaybeso.  I  was  asked 
to  have  it  referred,  and  the  only  trouble  was,  that 
I  said  at  the  time  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  a  select  committee  to  consider  such  mat- 
ters, but  I  did  not  promise  that  I  would  have  it 
referred.  I  was  in  hopes,  however,  that  when  a 
proper  occasion  arose  in  the  Senate,  I  should  fte 
accorded  an  opportunity  to  show  the  interest  I 
take  in  this  investigaticm ;  and  to  show  that  I  wish 
to  have  the  subject  thoroughly  examined.  I  un- 
derstand the  excitement  in  regard  to  it  is  increas- 
ing very  largely  throughout  the  country,  and  I 
was  in  hopes  that  my  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
who  I  think  is  really  a  very  scientific  gentleman, 
would  do  this  subject,  as  he  does  every  other, 
aniple  justice. 

The  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
WITHDRAWAL  OF   PAPERS. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  the  papers  of  Brinton 
Paine,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims  heretofore,  and  upon  which 
an  adverse  report  was  made.  The  object  is  that 
they  may  be  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
who  has  been  furnished  with  other  papers,  in  order 
that  the  application  may  be  renewed  there  upon 
new  grounds. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Some  two'weeks  since,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  by  their  direc- 
tion, I  asked,  and  they  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  case  of  Leonard  Proc- 


ter. Since  that  action  additional  testimony  has 
been  sent  in  which  strengthens,  in  my  judgment, 
the  evidence  of  the  case.  I  therefore  move  to 
recommit  the  petition  and  papers  in  the  case  of 
Leonard  Procter,  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

Orderti,  That  William  G.  Morehead  have  leave  to  wltb- 
dfaw  his  petition  and  papers. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Corne- 
lius H.  Latham,  reported  it  back  without  amend- 
ment, together  with  a  report  on  the  subject;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Field,  clerk 
of  the  United  Slates  district  court  for  the  district 
of  Arkansas,  praying  to  be  allowed  additional 
compensation  for  preparing  an  abstract  of  the 
bankrupt  cases  in  the  above  named  court,  submit- 
ted an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Hnrdy  H.  Holslead  and  others,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  bounty  land  law,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration, and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Samuel  J.  Peters,  praying  to  be  allowed  an 
amount  of  spurious  coin  received  by  him  while 
collector  of  the  customs  at  New  Orleans,  that  item 
having  been  rejected  on  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  TROOPS,  ETC. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasviy, 
la  answer  to  a  resoluUon  of  the  Senate,  calling  (hr  the 
amount  expended  for  the  transportation  of  iroop^,  sopi^ies, 
and  munitions  for  the  land  and  naval  forces  in  the  PaclAc  ; 
also,  for  ihe  transportation  of  the  mails  for  the  last  three 
years,  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKean,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  a  bill  to 
change  the  name  of  the  bark  Aebeona  to  Mount 
Vernon.    . 

The  PRESIDENTprv  ttmport  signed  the  above 
named  bill.    ' 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BROWN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  provide  for  carrying  the  mail  according  to  time; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  LEE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Rttohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy  be  m|ae«ted 
to  forward  to  the  Senate  the  report  and  chart  of  Liealenant 
S.  P.  Lee,  late  conunODding  the  United  States  surveyiaf 
brig  Dolphin. 

I  ask  the  Senate  to  consider  the  resolution  at 
this  time.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before 
the  Senate,  that  it  may  be  properly  referred,  this 
report,  which  is  a  matterof  very  high  commercial 
interest  to  the  country,  as  it  is  in  reference  to  an 
exploration  of  the  north  and  south  Atlantic.  The 
exploration  was  made  in  obedience  to  the  law  of 
March  3, 1849.  The  report  is  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Department  is  willing  and  ready 
to  send  it  to  the  Senate.  1  offer  the  resolution, 
therefore,  in  order  that  we  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity tojiave  it  before  us. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OF  REPORTS. 

Mr.BRODHEAD.  I  move  that  there  be  printed 
one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  regard  to  the  current 
operations  of  the  Mint,  and  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint,  in  regard  to  the  fineness  and  value  of  cer- 
tain foreign  gold  and  silver  coins. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  will  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 
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Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  would  like  to  hnve  the 
two  printed  together,  and  to  have  fi»e  hundred  for 
the  use  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  exchange 
with  foreign  Mints,  and  five  hundred  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  i  presume,  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion, the  order  can  be  made  now. 

The  motion  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to. 

RAMSAT  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  1  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
from  the  papers  accompanying  the  report  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaira,  in  reference 
to  the  investigation  into  the  official  conduct  of  Gov- 
ernor Ramsay,  of  Minnesota,  certain  papers  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
referred  to  theaccountingofficersof  the  Treasury, 
to  enable  one  of  the  commissioners  to  settle  his 
accounts.  The  papers  which  I  desire  to  have 
withdrawn,  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  I  will  send 
them  to  the  Secretary's  desk. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  like  to  see  what  the 
papers  are,  or  to  hear  some  statement  of  them. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  They  are  certain  vouchers 
for  expenditures  of  money  made  by  Judge  Young, 
one  of  the  commissioners  in  that  investigation. 
It  is  necessary  that  they  should  go  through  the 
hands  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Dejmrtment,  for  the  purposeof  having  the  accounts 
finally  settled.  That  is  the  exnlanalion  which  is 
given  to  me  of  the  case,  and  I  nave  no  doubt  it  is 
true. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
pretty  full  statement  of  this  matter.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  Senate,  by  resolution,  has  paid  Judge 
Young  out  of  its  contingent  fund.  Now,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  have  to  do  with  that.  I  do  not  wish 
to  object  to  anything  that  ought  to  be  done,  but  I 
think  there  is  a  great  deal  in  reference  to  the 
Ramsay  transaction  which  ought  to  come  to  light 
in  some  shape  or  other.  Unless  there  is  some 
exposition  more  than  the  Senator  has  now  given 
us,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  object  to  his  motion. 
1  should  like  to  have  him  look  into  the  papers, 
and  see  whether  they  meet  his  sanction. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  not  examined  the 
papers  myself,  but  I  am  told  that  they  are  vouchers 
<>f  Judge  Young's,  which,  having  been  connected 
with  that  transaction,  have  to  go  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  order  that  the  Defwrlment  may 
settle  claims  arising  under  the  investigation.  We 
paid  Judge  Young  simply  one  item — hisperdiem. 
but  an  appropriation  has  been  inserted  in  the  In- 
dian appropriation  bill,  by  the  Senate,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  investi- 
gation, and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  papers 
which  are  to  be  withdrawn  are  with  reference  to 
thot  matter.  The  papers  are  now  on  the  table, 
and  without  making  any  motion  in  regard  to  them, 
I  will  allow  them  to  lie  there  for  the  present  in- 
formally, that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  may 
look  into  them.  I  have  no  idea  that  there  is  any- 
thing wrong  in  Jhe  matter.  The  papers  are  there 
for  the  Senator's  inspection. 

REDEMPTION  OF  STOCKS. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  offer  the  following  resolution; 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  consid- 
eration at  this  time: 

Heiotrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quetttcJ  Iri  funiisli,  fitr  the  iiifdrinalioii  of  ttie  Senate,  a 
slaleiurnt  ofllie  amount  of  lite  bondR,  or  ocher  oecurilieHOf 
tile  United  Suileu,  redeenM-tl  since  «ie  3<I  of  Marcll,  11*53, 
a|iecit'>iiig  in  Kuch  statement  the  date  of  JMiue  of  ^uch  tiondd 
or  «e(-urtUfr),  the  rate  of  inlerert,  when  payalde,  and  the 
amount  of  preniium  paid  on  each  claaa  of  the  same. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

COAL  FIELDS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  BADGER.  On  the  day  before  yesterday 
I  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  exj:)ediency  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  an  exam- 
ination and  survey  to  be  made  of  the  coal  fields 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Deep  river,  North  Caro- 
lina, with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
foundery  and  armory,  i  desire  now  to  present 
some  papers  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of 
the  resolution,  and  to  ask  their  reference  to  the 
same  committee. 

In  connection  with  the  subject,  I  desire  to  stale 
that  within  a  few  years  past  various  explorations 
have  been  had  of  that  region,  which  have  led  to  a 


strong  conviction  that  there  are  inexhaustible  sup- 
plies of  the  best  coal  of  several  varieties,  and  of 
iron,  and  the  probability  that  there  is  a  large  sup- 
ply of  copper  ore  also,  immediately  adjacent. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  bring  this  subject  to  the 
attention  of  the  Senate,  and  ask  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  a  view 
that  they  should  consider  the  propriety  of  taking 
the  necessary  steps  by  legislation  for  an  examina- 
tion and  survey.  I  think  there  is  abundant  reason 
for  thinking  that  no  more  eligible  site  is  to  be  found 
in  the  United  States  for  a  public  foundery  than  that. 

I  would  add,  in  connection  with  this,  that  the 
Senate  has  passed  a  bill  at  this  session,  which  has 
been  sent  to  the  other  House,  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the 
Cape  Fear  river,  so  as  to  have  free  communication 
with  the  ocean;  and  that  that  bill  will  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  1  do 
not  permit  myself  to  doubt,  so  soon,  as  in  the 
course  of  their  proceedings,  they  can  reach  it. 
The  necessity  for  the  measure  is  so  pressing,  its 
propriety  so  plain,  and  the  duty  upon  the  Govern- 
ment is  so  obviously  imperative,  that  whenever  it 
comes  up  it  must  meet  with  their  approbation. 
Therefore,  I  consider  that  there  is  an  ocean  com- 
munication near  at  hand.  There  is,  indeed,  one 
now;  but  I  mean  a  belter  and  more  permanent 
one.  It  will  be  the  means  gf  establishing  com- 
munication between  these  cnal  fields  and  the  ocean, 
and  the  markets  of  the  world.  Besides  which,  a 
short  line  of  railroad  will  soon,  probably,  connect 
them  with  the  Atlantic  ocean  at  the  harbor  of 
Beaufort,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best  and 
most  valuable  harbor  for  the  purpose  of  navigation, 
and  as  a  harborof  refuge,  in  the  southern  coun- 
try. With  these  remarks,  I  beg  to  submit  printed 
copies  of  two  reports:  one  made  by  an  eminent 
professor.  Professor  Jackson;  and  the  other  by 
the  Slate  geologist,  Professor  Emmons;  and  ask 
that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

They  were  so  referred. 

ST.  LOUIS  AND  IRON  MOUNTAIN  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  St.  Louis  and 
Iron  Mountain  railroad  through  the  arsenal,  mag- 
azine, and  Jefferson  barracks  tracts,  which  was 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to  strike 
out  the  following  proviso: 

**  That  a  good  wire  or  other  »iib.tanli8l  fence  t>e  placed  by 
the  said  company  between  tije  road  and  putrlic  grounds,  witi) 
Hiiita'de  iron  cales  and  crost«ing  places,  at  such  poinlH  as 
may  l)e  de:*ieiinted  by  the  coiiimaMding  officer  at  JctTerson 
barracks,  tin;  numtter  of  gates  not  to  exceed  four  at  the 
Jetfertion  barracks,  one  at  the  iiiagnzinc,  and  one  at  tlie 
arsenal  " — 

and  insert: 

Thai  a  strong  substantial  plank  fence  be  erected  liy  said 
company  between  the  road  and  the  public  grounds,  at  such 
place  and  of  such  characier  as  Uie  commanding  officer  at 
Jefl'erNon  liarrucks  shall  direct,  with  suilsble  iron  gute^,  not 
exceeding  four,  at  such  points  lu  shall  be  selected  by  such 
commanding  officer ;  and  the  said  company  shall  also 
cause  to  be  constructed  two  covered  ways,  at  suitable  places 
in  part  of  said  public  grounds,  and  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  approved  by  said  coinniaiiding  officer ;  and  if, 
after  Uie  fence  herein  provided  for  shall  have  been  erected, 
and  the  said  road  put  in  ofieralioii,  it  shall  be  found,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  lo  be  insufficieni  for  the  protec- 
tion of  lives  and  property,  he  may  require  a  tence  of  brick, 
stone,  or  iron  to  be  constructed,  and  the  said  coiitpany 
shall  cause  the  sauie  to  be  erected  accordingly,  at  tlleir 
proper  cost  and  charge. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  desire  to  suggest  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  to  which  I  understand  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  has  no  objection.  It  is  to 
insert,  after  the  words  "  insufficient  for  the  pro- 
tection of  lives  and  property,"  the  words,  "  or 
for  ony  other  reason,     so  that  it  will  read: 

"  If,  after  the  fence  herein  provided  for  shall  have  been 
erected,  and  the  said  rood  put  in  operation,  it  shall  be  found, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  to  be  insufficient  for  the 
protection  of  lives  and  property,  or  for  any  other  reason,  he 
may  require  a  feoce  of  brick,  stone,  or  iron,  to  be  coa- 
Buucted,"  &c. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  "Any  other  sufficient  rea- 
son." 

Mr.  STUART.     I  am  willing  to  so  modify  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
that  amendment  will  be  made  to  the  amendment 
of  the  committee. 

There  was  no  objection. 


The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreeil 
to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  eonoideration  of  the  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  returning  the  bill 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  several  Stales  of  the 
Union,  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons, 
the  pending  question  being  upon  the  motion  to 
print  ten  thousand  additional  copies  of  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  now  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  message  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day week.  I  am  very  anxious,  Mr.  President, 
to  get  up  another  question,  in  which  1  feel  it 
great  interest — the  Pacific  rnilrood  bill.  It  i» 
known  to  many  members  of  the  body  that  I:  am 
very  anxious  to  be  able  to  have  tt  disposed  of, 
that  I  may  leave  here.  It  has  been  up  al  various 
periods,  but  has  gone  over  to  let  other  bills  be 
considered.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  I  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  getting  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
upon  it  next  week.  I  therefore  move  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  subject  until  Mon- 
day week. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  the  motion  will  pre- 
vail. Jt  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
have  a  full  Senate  before  that  time,  and  I  should 
not  desire  to  see  the  question  disposed  of  before  all 
those  who  feel  interested  in  the  question  are  here. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  My  only  fear  is  thalitought 
to  be  postponed  a  little  longer.  For  one,  I  shall 
not  consent  to  have  this  acted  upon  until  we  have 
final  action  on  the  homestead  bill.  I  am  clear, 
sir,  in  my  opinion,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  dispose  of  the  homestead  bill  before  action 
upon  this  measure.  It  has  been  smothered  in 
this  body  once  before;  it  has  been  pushed  out  of 
its  place  by  a  variety  of  other  measures,  and  for 
one,  I  shall  now  insist,  and  do  all  that  man  can 
do,  to  have  that  finally  determined  before  a  de- 
bate arises  upon  this,  because,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  the  same  kind  of  speeches — and  I  ex- 
pect there  will  be  many  of  them — that  will  apply 
to  the  veto  message,  will  be  applicable  to  the 
other  case;  and  I  think  we  may  save  time  by 
having  the  two  measures  brought  forward,  anil 
acted  upon  pretty  much  at  the  same  time.  The 
homestead  bill  has  laid  in  this  body,  and  has  not 
been  touched,  I  believe,  since  almost  the  middle 
of  the  session.  My  honorable  friend  from  Wis- 
consin, [Mr.  Walker,!  *ho  deserves  a  greot 
deal  of  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  pressed 
that  matter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
has,  as  I  have  with  some  other  measures,  upon 
all  occasions  when  they  were  brought  forward, 
found  that  there  was  something  else,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  much  more  important  than  that, 
and  it  could  not  be  attended  to.  I  think  the  time 
has  now  come  to  act  upon  it;  and  for  one,  I  am 
glad  that  we  have  this  message  before  us;  and  I 
will  tell  you  why.  We  can  now,  in  my  opinion, ' 
establish  some  general  system  in  relation  to  the 
management  and  disposition  of  the  public  domain. 
It  is  all  in  chaos  now;  it  is  all  in  confusion;  and 
my  opinion  is  that  this  is  a  very  favorable  time  for 
us  to  settle  general  principles  connected  with  that 
subject.  Therefore,  if  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin thinks  there  is  ample  time  to  have  final  action 
upon  the  homestead  bill  before  the  discussion  is 
entered  upon  in  regard  to  this  measure,  I  am  in 
favor  of  postponing  this  measure  until  Monday 
week;  if  not,  I  am  in  favor  of  postponing  it  longer. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is 
prepared  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  will  veto  the  hofn|8tead  bill, 
if  it  passes  here,  there  would  be  som^reason  for 
his  argument;  but  unless  this  is  so,  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  have  no  information  upon 
that  point.  I  have  too  much  respect  for  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  ask  his  opinion  be- 
forehand upon  such  a  point,  and  my  opinion  of 
the  character  of  the  President  is,  that  he  would 
regard  it  as  an  insult  to  him  to  be  questioned  upon 
such  a  point  before  the  final  action  of  this  body. 

Now,  sir,  1  have  no  such  information.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  bill  will  be  vetoed  or  not;  but 
what  I  do  say  is  this,  that  it  is  an  important  ques- 
tion touching  the  management  and  ilisposition  of 
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the  public  lands,  and  that  in  the  final  determina- 
tion of  ^Bt  queation  bjr  this  body,  we  are  consid- 
ering many  of  the  prmciplcs  laid  down  in  the 
message  of  the  President,  which  I  hare  read  with 
a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  for  which  I  have  very 

freat  respect.  Therefore,  I  repeat,  that  I  do  not 
now  whether  the  President  will  veto  that  bill  or 
not.  I  will  not  pretend  to  prejudge  his  action  upon 
it.  I  hope  he  will  not;  because  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  him  veto 
it;  but  whether  he  does  or  not,  I  want  the  opinion 
of  this  body  upon  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  believe,  in  the  history  of  the 
acti  n  of  the  two  Houses  upon  vetoes,  it  will  not 
be  found  that  either  House  nas  ever  postponed  for 
so  long  a  period  as  is  now  proposed,  a  reconsider- 
ation of  al)ill  vetoed.  It  seems  to  me  that  justice 
and  courtesy  to  the  President  require  that  we 
should  pursue  the  course  which  has  been  usual  in 
regard  to  such  matters.    I  am  unwilline  to  post- 

fone  it  longer  than  next  Monday.  It  is  due  to  the 
'resident  tnat  the  question  should  be  decided — 
that  we  should  proceed  to  its  consideration  at  once. 
I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against  any  proposition  to 

rtponc  it  to  a  later  period  than  Monday  next, 
tar  as  the  homestead  bill  is  concerned,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  is  right;  the  same 
class  of  arguments  will  be  used  on  the  one  as  on 
the  other;  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Senate 
will  not  postpone  this  bill  beyond  Monday  next. 
I  believe  it  will  be  found  that,  in  every  case  in 
which  a  veto  has  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  they 
have  not  postponed  it  beyond  the^Isy  after  it  has 
been  sent  in. 

Mr.  CHASE.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  has 
anticipated  what  I  was  about  to  say.  There  has 
been  no  Instance,  I  believe,  in  the  history  of  the 
Government,  in  which  the  consideration  of  a  bill 
returned  by  the  President  with  his  objections,  has 
been  postponed  for  any  considerable  period.  In 
the  instances  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice, 
the  Senate,  or  the  House  to  which  the  bill  has 
been  returned,  has  proceeded  immediately  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  returned  with  the  objec- 
tions of  the  President.  The  Constitution  seems  to 
prescribe  that  course.  It  directs  that  the  House 
to  which  the  bill  is  returned  shall  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  after  the  message  has 
been  received,  and  entered  on  the  Journal.  The 
message  is  considered  by  the  usage  of  both 
Houses  as  spread  upon  the  Journal  whenever  it  is 
received;  and  hence,  without  delay,  in  a  majority 
of  instances,  I  believe,  the  House  to  which  the 
bill  has  been  returned,  has  proceeded  at  once  to  its 
consideration. 

There  have  been,  I  believe,  however,  instances 
in  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  assign  a  certain 
day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  It  is  not 
the  message  which  is  usually  assigned  for  consid- 
eration, but  the  bill  returned  with  the  objections 
of  the  President.  With  the  consent,  therefore,  of 
the  Senator  from  California,  I  propose  to  submit 

a  resolution   that next  be  assigned  for 

the  consideration  of  the  bill  (giving  its  title)  re- 
turned by  the  President  with  his  objections.  In 
submitting  this  resolution,  I  do  not  propose  to 
indicate  any  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
I  voted  for  it.  It  has  been  returned  by  the  Pres- 
ident with  his  objections,  and  in  my  opinion  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  Senator,  to 
give  a  careful  and  thorough  consideration  to  those 
objections,  and  afterwards  to  act  as  his  own 
judgment  dictates. 

Mr:  BAYARD.  I  had  intended  to  submit  a 
resolution  similar  to  that  indicated  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Ohio,  and  which,  I  think,  is 
justified  by  both  the  practice  of  the  Grovernment 
and  the  inference  which  may  be  drawn  from  the 
language  of  the  Constitution.  Yesterday,  when 
this  quesUan  came  before  the  Senate,  after  the 
readiiw  offlle  message,  the  first  motion  made  was, 
that  it  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
That  was  agreed  to.  The  motion  was  then  made 
by  the  honoralje  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
'  Homtbr]^  to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies.  On 
that  motion  a  debate  arose  that  went  into  the 
merits  of  the  message,  and  ^ad  scarcely  the 
slightest  connection  with  the  consideration  of  the 
propriety  of  making  the'order  to  print  an  extra 
number  of  copies  of  a  public  document  of  high 
importance,  emanating  from  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  and  intended  for  the  information  of 
the  people  of  the  country,  as  well  as  of  the  Senate 
oCthe  United  Slates. 


I  had  intended,  under  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  seems  to  me  in  accordance  with 
the  direction  of  the  Constitution,  to  submit  a 
motion  similar  to  that  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio,  assigning  Monday  next  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  this  bill,  giving  its  title  in  the  resolu- 
tion, to  which  the  President  has  returned  to  the 
Senate  his  objections.  The  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution requires,  that  when  the  President  does 
object  to  a  bill,  he  shall  specify  his  objections,  and 
return  it  to  the  body  in  which  it  originated,  which 
shall  proceed  to  consider  the  same;  and, in  re^rd 
to  the  practice  of  Congress  under  that  provision, 
I  will  give  two  instances,  taken  at  different  periods, 
to  show  what  the  course  has  been. 

The  firat  veto  message  was  that  of  General 
Washington  in  1792,  and  on  that  occasion,  im- 
mediately after  the  reading  of  the  message,  the 
order  was  entered: 

"Raolced,  That  to-morrow  beiunigned  Tor  the  coiuider- 
ation  of  the  bill  to  which  the  objeclioni  apply." 

In  1832,  when  the  veto  message  of  General 
Jackson  came  in,  as  to  the  bank  bul,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Webster,  the  following  day — "  to- 
morrow"— was  assigned  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  which  the  President  had  sent  in,  with  his 
objections.  That  has  been  the  usual  courae,  I 
believe,  with,  perhaps,  a  single  exception.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  one  soU{ary  exception,  in  which  the 
consideration  of  the  objections  made  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  the  bill,  was  post- 
poned further  than  the  following  day. 

It  seems  to  me,  as  to-morrow  is  private-bill 
day,  that  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  assign- 
ing Monday  next  for  the  consideration  of  wis 
bill;  but  that  there  ought  to  be  an  early  day  fixed, 
appeara  from  the  very  character  of  the  business. 
The  act  has  been  pa»>ed  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. It  stands  in  such  a  conditioi^  that  it  can- 
not become  a  law  unless  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses,  after  hearing  the  President's  objections, 
agree  to  its  passage.  The  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution seems  to  require  that  uie  message  should 
be  considered,  and  disposed  of  before  going  into 
other  legislation,  and  at  as  early  a  day  as  practi- 
cid>le.  I  therefore  hope,  in  accordance  with  the 
previous  practice  of  Congress,  in  times  quite  as 
exciting  as  regards  political  questions  as  the  pres- 
ent, wnen,  no  matter  how  the  majority  stood, 
they  always  proceeded  on  the  succeeding  day  to 
the  consideration  of  the  subject-matter  on  which 
the  President  presented  himself  as  differing  from 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  cardinalques- 
tiona  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  that  we  will  pursue  that  coarse 
now,  because  the  questions  involved  in  this  mes- 
sage are  questions  of  principle. 

Gentlemen  may  draw  different  inferences  from 
the  language  of  the  message;  they  may  suppose 
that  the  President  would  veto  one  bill,  and  not 
another.  All  that  may  be  so;  but  a  full  discussion 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Constitution,  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution,  must  necessarily  come 
up  in  the  discussion  of  this  message.  They  must 
come  up  in  such  a  shape  now.  Fortunately,  they 
must  go  before  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
They  must  be  made  an  issue  before  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  on  all  particular  projects  which 
gentlemen  have,  no  matter  how  important  they 
may  be,  whether  homestead  bills,  or  Pacific  rail- 
road bills,  or  other  railroiul  bills.  They  all  sink 
into  insignificance  when  looked  upon  in  compar- 
ison with  the  general  principle  which  eovere  the 
whole.  Under  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  it 
would  seem  to  require  that  there  should  be  an  im- 
mediate consideration  of  the  bill  returned,  with  the 
objections  of  the  President;  so  that  I  hope  a  later 
day  than  Monday  next  will  not  be  fixed  by  the 
Senate  for  the  purpose  of  its  consideration. 

1  do  not  mean,  for  one  moment ,  to  so  into  a  dis- 
cussion now  of  the  principles  involved  in  this 
measure.  The  time  to  do  so  will  be  when  the  day 
assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  arrives; 
and  surely  the  practiceof  the  Government  requires 
that  an  early  day  should  be  assigned.  I  prefer 
the  form  of  my  own  resolution  to  that  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Ohio;  but  it  is  very  imma- 
terial. Both,  I  believe,  assign  Monday  next  as 
the  day  for  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the 
objections  of  the  President  to  the  bill  which  has 
been  passed  by  Congress.  In  doing  that,  I  have 
followed  the  precedents  as  I  have  found  them 
existing  in  the  history  of  congressional  proceed- 


ings. I  have  followed  that,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
a  veto  by  the  President,  and  also  the  case  which 
happened  after  the  lapse  of  some  forty  yeara. 
These  proceedings  cover  the  case  now  before  us, 
and  should  govern  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  it. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  ask  that  my  resolution  as  it 
now  stands  be  read. 

Mr.  BADGER.  What  is  the  motion  before 
the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  pending  question  is 
on  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia, to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
until  Monday  week. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia to  accept  the  resolution  which  1  send  to  the 
dhair,  and  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read.  The  resolu- 
tion is  as  follows: 

Rtsolvei,  llist  Monday  neil  be  anigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  mailing  a  grant  of 
public  land!  to  the  leveral  Btatn  of  the  Union  for  ibe  ben- 
eSt  of  indigent  inaane  pcnona,"  returned  by  the  Preddent, 
with  bia  Objecttoiu. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the 
Senate  that  we  either  take  a  vote  now  on  this  bill, 
and  let  the  discussion  come  up  upon  the  homestead 
bill,  or  postpone  it  for  two  weeks.  Why,  sir, 
there  is  very  little  discussion  to  be  had  upon  this 
bill.  We  considered  it  before  we  sent  it  to  the 
President.    We  considered  it  yesterday.    Several 

Seotlemen  discussed  it  at  considerable  length, 
lany  of  the  reasons  given  in  the  message  operate 
against  the  homestead  bill.  I  know  that  there  are 
several  Senators  who  desire  to  discuss  our  land 
policy;  but  their  remarks  can  as  well  be  made  on 
the  homestead  bill.  I  therefore  suggest  that,  by 
common  consent,  we  take  the  vote  now,  or  post- 
pone it  to  the  time  indicated  by  the  Senator  from 
California. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  was  much  gratified  by  the 
su^estions  and  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Shields. 1  He  seemed  to  propound 
the  question  to  me,  whether  I  believe  the  time  be- 
tween now  and  next  Monday  week  sufficient  for 
the  disposition  of  the  homestead  bill.  My  im- 
pression is  that  it  is  not  a  sufficient  time.  I  agree 
with  him  that  we  should  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  returned  oy  the  President  until 
after  we  shall  have  considered  the  homestead  bill; 
and,  assuming  the  time  up  to  next  Monday  week 
to  be  insufiicient  for  the  consideration  of  the 
homestead  bill,  I  should  be  pleased,  for  one,  to 
see  this  bill  postponed  until  the  Monday  following 
that,  so  as  to  be  two  weeks  from  Monday  next. 

I  cannot  appreciate  the  argument  that  is  used, 
that  we  are  snowing  a  greater  amount  of  respect 
to  the  President,  by  hastily  proceeding  to  the  con- 
sideration of  his  message,  than  by  postponing  it 
to  a  future  day,  and  giving  gentlemen  time  to  re- 
flect on  it,  and  to  make  up  their  minds  and  ai|;u- 
ments  for  or  against  the  message.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  early  consideration  of  Uiis  matter  involves 
any  very  grave  consideration ;  any  great  import- 
ance, why,  will  not  the  matter  be  na  well  con- 
sidered two  weeks  from  next  Monday  as  to-mor- 
row .'  If  gentlemen  take  time  to  reflect,  and  to 
consider  for  themselves — to  make  up  their  minds 
and  their  arguments — the  probability  is,  that  it 
would  be  considered  better  at  a  future  day  than 
to-morrow.  In  the  meaa  time,  we  can  take  up  this 
kindred  subject — the  homestead  bill — mentioned 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  There  are  many 
Senators  here  who,  for  quite  a  number  of  sessions, 
have  been  very  anxious  to  get  that  matter  to  some- 
thing like  a  final  vote  in  the  Senate;  and  they 
have  been,  as  often  as  they  manifested  that  desire, 
put  off,  and  the  bill  postponed,  in  consequence 
of  something  else  before  the  Senate  which  was 
deemed  of  greater  importance  by  the  body;  and  it 
does  seem  mat  this  subject  is  the  most  unfortunate 
one  that  can  possibly  be  mentioned  in  the  Senate. 
I  have  known  gentlemen  who,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  have  manifested  the  greatest 
anxiety  for  the  consideration  of  the  homestead  bill, 
and  the  greatest  anxiety  for  its  passage,  who  were 
the  most  marked,  apparently,  in  their  determina- 
tion, on  all  previous  occasions,  to  postpone  it  to 
whatever  came  up.  Some  have  always  preferred 
propositions  to  grant  land  warrants  to  soldien;  , 
others  prefer  raUroad  bills;  others  this  thing,  and  ' 
othen  that;  and  everlastingly  it  seems  tlwt  the 
consideration  of  the  homestead  bill  must  be  post- 
poned. Now,  we  have  this  message.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  the  discussion  upon  it  can  about  as 
well  come  upon  the  homestead  bill.    Then,  I  in- 
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quire,  why  not  postpone  it  for  at  leaat  two  weeks, 
and  in  the  mean  time  take  up  the  homestead  bill, 
which  is  the  special  order?  If  I  am  correct,  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Chase]  introduced  his 
resolution,  leaving  the  '3ay  blanlc  I  intended  to 
move  to  insert, "  two  weeKs  from  Monday  next;" 
but,  from  the  reading  of  the  resolution,  it  would 
seem  that  the  blank  has  been  filled  with  "  Monday 
next."  I  therefore,  before  taking  my  seat, move 
to  strike  out  ■<  Monday  next,"  and  msert  "  two 
weeks  from  Monday  next." 

Mr.  BADOER.  I  believe  the  actual  question 
before  the  Senate,  is  on  the  motion  made  by  the 
Senator  from  California,  to  postpone' the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  until  Monday  week. 

The  PRESIDENT.    Thatis  the  quesUon. 

Mr.  BADOER.  If  I  understand  the  rules  of 
the  Senate,  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  is  not  now  before  the  body.  It  is  but 
an  intimation  of  what  he  will  propose,  if  the  mo' 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  California  shall  be  voted 
down.  That  is  the  state  of  the  question  before 
the  Senate. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  understand  that 
there  is  anything  in  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
directing  the  body  to  whom  the  President  may 
return  a  bill,  with  his  objections,  as  to  the  time 
when  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  is  to  be  made. 
The  provision  of  thg  Constllution  is  simply  de- 
signee to  direct  what  is  to  be  done  upon  the  dis- 
approval by  the  President  of  a  bill  which  passes 
the  (wo  Houses,  and  under  what  circumstances 
it  may  become  a  law,-  notwithstanding  his  objec- 
tions. The  language  is — after  stating  that  the 
President  shall  return  the  bill  with  his  objec- 
tions, to  the  House  in  which  it  shall  have  origin- 
ated— 

"Who  •hall  eifter  the  obJecUons  at  large  on  their  Journat, 
and  proceed  to  reconilder  ii.  ir,  afternich  recomidenuion, 
two  third!  or  that  House  ihall  agree  to  jam  the  bill,  it  •hall 
be  rant,  together  with  the  objMUonf,  to  the  other  House, 
by  which  it  abell  liliewiM  be  reconsidered,  and,  irappcoTed 
by  two  thirds  ofibat  Honse,  it  diall  become  a  law." 

There  is  nothing  that  intimates  that  it  was  the 
will^of  the  frnmers  of  the  Constitution  that  the 
Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives,  receiving 
the  objections,  should  then  proceed  to  reconsider; 
but  that,  if  the  President  disapproved  the  bill,  it 
should  be  reconsidered  by  both  Houses,  and,  if 
passed  by  two  thirds,  become  a  law;  and  Uie Con- 
stitution directs  that,  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes 
shall  be  taken  by  yeas  tmd  nays,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  re- 
corded on  the  Jounuil.  It  is  nouing  in  the  world 
but  a  reconsideration  of  this  bill — a  reconsidera- 
tion directed  by  the  Constitution.  The  time 
when  we  are  to  reconsider  it  is  just  as  much  at 
our  control  as  the  time  was  when  we  should  con- 
aider  the  bill  heretofore.  We  are  to  consider  all 
the  circumstances  which  are  involved  in  the  in- 


quiry, when  shall  this  reconsideration  take  place? 
We  are  neither  unreasonably  to  delay,  nor  im- 
properly to  precipitate  it.     We  must  consider  the 


question  with  a  view  to  the  state  of  our  business, 
toe  period  of  the  session,  and  the  necessity  for  a 
full  and  thorough  examination  of  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  President  in  his  message,  luid  the 
grounds  on  which  the  bill  may  be  entiued  to  sup- 
port. - 

I  find  that,  although  it  has  been  usuid,  and 
although  there  is  more  propriety  in  proceeding 
at  once  to  the  consideration  of  such  a  message,  in 
1841,  when  Mr.  Tyler  sent  to  this  body  a  veto 
message  on  the  bank  bill,  which  was  passed  by 
the  Congress  of  that  year,  the  message  was  re- 
ceived on  Monday,  August  16.  It  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  its  consideration  appointed  for 
Tuesday,  the  next  day,  at  twelve  o  clock.  On 
that  day  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
for  distribution  and  preemption .  It  wiui  considered 
and  debated  until  twelve  o'clock,  when  the  bank 
bill,  which  had  been  vetoed,  was  taken  up,  and, 
on  motion,  its  further  consideration  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday — the  next  day.  The  land  bill 
was  then  resumed,  debated,  considered,  and 
amended.  On  Wednesday,  the  bank  bill  was 
ftirtber  postponed  to  Thursday,  and  the  land  bill 
wiu  taken  up,  further  considered,  debated,  luid 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  j  and  on  Thtirsday ,  after 
other  business  had  been  disposed  of  by  the  Senate, 
they  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  and 
message  accompanying  it,  and  finally  disposed  of 
it.  It  was  agreed,  on  all  hands  then,  that  there 
should  be  no  unreasonable  delay;  the  subject  was 


considered;  but  it  was  agreed,  also,  that  there  wiw 
no  necessity  for  immediate  consideration.  That 
being  so,  the  Senate  has  the  same  reasonable  dis- 
cretion on  this  subject  as  over  the  propriety  of 
considering  any  bill  originally.  Why  should  they 
not  ?  It  is  merely  sent  back ,  and  the  Senate  must 
reconsider  it,  and  pass  upon  it  in  the  constitu- 
tional method.  But  what  restrains  them  from 
selecting  what  they  think  the  best  and  most  ex- 
pedient time?  I  see  nothing  in  the  Constitution; 
and  with  regard  to  the  past  practice  of  the  Cfov- 
emment,  you  must  recollect,  Mr.  President,  that 
this  me8s«^e  of  President  Tyler  was  received  on 
the  16th  of  August.  The  session  was  then  nearly 
drawing  to  a  close.  There  was  a  propriety,  and 
I  may  say  a  sort  of  necessity ,  in  disposing  of  that 
me8sa|[e  under  the  circumstances,  in  less  time  than 
is  required,  or  would  be  necessary  or  proper,  in 
regara  to  this  message.  We  are  now  in  the  early 
part  of  May.  We  have  the  whole  session  before 
us.  Having  said  this,  I  wish  to  add  that  it  makes 
no  difference  to  me  whether  this  message  ispost- 
poned  to  next  Monday  or  Monday  week.  What- 
ever may  suit  the  convenience  of  other  geoUemen 
on  thatsubject,  will  suit  mine  too.  I  rose  to  make 
these  remarks  simply  because  I  do  not  conceive 
there  is  anything  stringent,  directly  or  indirectly, 
expressly  or  impliedly,  in  the  Constitution  as  to  tne 
time  when  the  reconsideration  should  take  place. 

I  will  add  another  remark,  and  not  trouble  the 
Senate  further.  It  was  said  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Bdtlek]  yester- 
day, and,  I  think,  properly,  that  this  is  a  Ua^e 
subject,  and  the  important  principles  involved  m 
thebili  and  the  message  of  the  President,  make  it 
highly  proper  that  the  subject  should  receive  a 
full  ana  thorough  examination;  and  if,  as  has 
been  said  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  bill  was 
passed  through  the  Senate  without  adequate  con- 
sideration and  full  discussion,  it  is  the  more  im- 
portant, I  think,  that  we  should  take  time  to  look 
with  care  into  the  subject  before  we  discuss  and 
dispose  of  the  bill  upon  the  President's  objections. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  President,  if  I  under- 
stood the  precise  object  which  the  different  friends 
of  the  postponement  to  Monday  and  Monday 
two  weeks  have  in  view,  I  should  know  better 
how  to  act.  The  Senator  fi-om  Wisconain  [Mr. 
Walxeb]  is  anxious  to  take  up  the  homestead 
bill,  and  therefore  asks  for  a  longer  postponement 
of  this  question.  Some  of  the  friends  of  th% 
homestead  bill,  I  believe,  think  that  the  messi^e 
upon  your  table  does  not  affect  or  touch  that  bill. 

Several  Sematoki.  We  do  not  know  about 
that. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  OenUemen  who  understand 
the  character  of  the  veto  have  been  saying  that  it 
does  touch  the  homestead  bill;  but,  as  I  under- 
stand, there  is  not  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  who 
will  undertake  to  say  that  the  homestead  bill  falls 
within  the  principle  of  that  message. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  As  one,.  I  consider  that  it 
would  certtunly  require  the  veto  of  the  homestead 
bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Then,  one  considers  that  it 
does  require  the  veto  of  that  bill;  and  if  that  be 
the  opinion  of  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
generally,  wherefore  should  we  occupy  the  time 
of  this  hody  by  making  lone  and  tedious  speeches 
upon  the  homestead  bill,  when  we  know  it  will  be 
i5iet  by  a  veto? 

Mr.  BADGER.  Long— not  tedious.  [LAUgh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Yes.  I  strike  out  the  word 
"tedious."  Now,  for  one,  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  the  author  of  the  message  does  not  believe 
that  the  homestead  came  within  the  principles  of 
the  message;  and  the  friends  of  the  homestead 
and  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  being  willing 
to  have  it  taken  up  and  acted  on  immediately,  is 
an  evidence  of  that  fact.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, who  wishes  to  postpone  this  to  the  most 
distant  day,  is  governed,  not  by  a  desire  to  take 
up  the  homestead  bill,  but  the  Pacific  railroad 
bill. 

Mr.  aWIN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  If  that  be  the 'object,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  earliest  day;  but  if  it  be  /or  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  homestead  bill  and  having 
the  whole  batch  of  land  bills  before  the  President 
at  once  in  order  to  receive  his  veto,  and  then  to 
have  idl  the  measures  acted  on  at  once,  I  will 
agree  to  any  postponement  you  desire.  That  is 
perfectly  fair. 


Mr.  BELL.  But  if  you  pas^the  homestead 
bill,  you  do  not  then  know,  on  the  principles  of 
the  message,  whether  he  will  veto  it  or  not. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  Then  we  shall  have  to  wait, 
of  course,  for  the  President  to  send  another  mes- 
sage; but  I  rely  very  much  upon  the  information 
which  gentlemen  wdl  receive,  that  I  may  be  in» 
formed  what  is  the  position  of  the  land  bills.  I  am 
one  who  opposed  originally  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  I  changed  my  opin- 
ion, because  Congress,,  by  a  continuous  number 
of  decisions,  declared  that  we  had  the  right  to 
dispose  of  the  public  lands  in  the  way  we  have 
been  going  on  to  do  for  years,  and  I  saw  the  pub- 
lic lands  Etil  goii)^  to  private  companies  and  into 
the  bands  of  individuals.  I  determined  then  to 
adopt  the  principle  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands.  That  was  right;  and 
the  first  effort  we  could  make  was  to  touch  the 
insane  and  the  lunatics.  Why?  Because  they 
could  not  go  tmd  occupy  the  lands  under  the  home- 
stead bill,  naving  no  volition,  being  controlled  by 
guardians.  They  could  not  occupy  it  and  settle  it. 
Recognizing  the  principle  of  the  President,  that  the 
General  Government  is  the  trustee  for  the  whole 
of  the  people,  and  that  we  ought  to  regulate  our 
trurt  funds,  or  the  land  in  the  States,  on  princi- 
ples that  a  discreet  landed  proprietor  would  do,  I 
considered  that  a  discreet  landed  proprietor,  if  he 
had  a  number  of  children  for  whom  he  was  trus- 
tee, and  they  were  insane  or  lunatics,  would  make 
some  provision  for  them,  and  that  it  would  be 
for  the  general  benefit  of  all;  and,  as  I  knew 
that  the  lunatic  or  insane  had  never  received  a 
dollar's  advantage  out  of  the  public  treasury  of 
the  country,  or  out  of  the  lands  which  belong  to 
them  as  well  as  to  anybody  else,  I  thought  it 
was  a  fair  ground  at  once  to  commence  the  dis- 
tribution, and  act  as  a  sensible  landed  proprietor 
or  trustee  would  do,  by  dividing  the  estate  among 
the  cestui  que  trust,  and  I  went  for  that  bill.  But 
if  the  President  is  determined  to  arrest  these 
railroad  bills,  and  the  homestead  bill,  and  this 
bill  also,  and  we  shall  adopt  some  new  rule  by 
which  the  public  lands_  shall  be  disposed  of,  I 
am  prepared  to  listen  to 'it,  and  hear  it,  and  if  a 
better  plan  can  be  adopted,  I  will  go  for  it.  But 
for  one,  representing  an  old  State,  I  am  not  going 
to  suffer  the  public  lands  to  go  into  the  hands  of 
private  companies,  or  the  States  in  which  the 
lands  lie;  and  be  still,  and  not  ask  for  any  propor- 
tionate share  to  the  old  States,  and  snow  our 
modesty  and  diflldence  in  attempting  to  get  justice. 
The  bill  which  the  President  has  returned  to  us 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  arc  entitled 
to. the  highest  claim,  and  to  the  kindest  generosity 
and  philanthropy  of  Congress.  It  was  for  the 
insane  portion  of  the  cestui  mu  brust,  residing  in 
every  State  of  the  Union,  and  it  divided  the  lands 
so  as  to  make  it  equal  throughout  the  country. 
Still,  I  say  that  if  the  President  vetoes  all  these 
measures,  and  establishes  the  old  principle  that 
the  public  lands  belong  to  the  people  generally, 
and  ought  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  payment  of 
die  debt  due  by  the  Government,  and  for  a  dimi- 
nution of  taxes,  it  will  all  be  right;  .but  if  that 
rule  is  not  adopted,  and' favoritism  and  partiality 
shall  prevail,  1  go  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  or  the  lands  themselves, 
to  all  the  States  who  are  entitled  to  them.  There 
is  nothing  wrone  in  that.  But  I  come  back  to 
the  point.  The  friends  of  the  measure  are  most 
anxious  to  have  it  acted  upon;  but  if  the  home- 
stead is  not  to  be  discussed  and  decided  before  we 
decide  on  the  veto,  let  us  act  upon  the  veto  at 
once.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any  delay.  If 
it  comes  not  within  the  principle  of  that  veto,  let 
us  act  upon  this  at  once;  but  if  the  friends  of  the 
Administration  think  that  it  does,  I  am  for  post- 
poning it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
from  California  will  modify  his  motion  so  as  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  subject  until  two 
weeks  from  Monday.  That  may  give  us  time  to 
arrange  both  this  measure  and  the  other  to  which 
reference  has  been  made.  At  all  events,  that 
allows  little  enough  time. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  resolution  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  is,  I  believe,  the  most  appro- 
priate form  in  which  a  motion  on  this  subject  can 
be  made;  and  I  &m,  therefore,  willing  to  accept  it 
as  a  substitute  for  mine,  leaving  the  day  blank,  so 
that  the  Senate  can  determine  on  what  day  they 
will  consider  the  subject.    Monday  week  suits  me 
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yery  W»ll.  bcttuse  I  want  to  vote  on  this  bill,  and  I 
intend  to  ve  hm>  but  1  may  not  be  here  two  weeka 
hence.  Or,  I  am  willing  to  take  op  the  aubject 
now,  and  proceed  to  act  upon  it  at  once. 

Several  S(H4Toa«.    SayMondajr. 

Mr.  OWIN.  I  am  opposed  to  taking  up  the 
meaeafe  on  next  Monday,  because  1  wished  to 
have  the  comin{^  Week  devoted  to  another  aut^ecti 
which  I  think  is  of  more  importance  than  this. 
My  object  is  to  have  action  upon  the  Pacific  rail- 
road bill  during  the  ensuing  week.  I  am  willing, 
however,  to  take  up  this  veto  meaaage  now,  and 
act  tipoo  it  immediately,  or  I  am  wiHing  to  agree 
(hat  It  shall  be  poatponed  to  Monday  week,  or 
«ven  to  two  weota  from  to-day,  though  I  prefer 
Monday  week  far  the  vcaaea  Inat  1  rinall  be  here 
then,  wiiHe  I  may  not  beliere  two  weeks  hence. 
I  am  anzioua  that  the  ether  question  to  which  1 
have  alluded  ahallbe  disposed  of.  That,  certainly, 
ia  not  affected  by  ihia  veto,  becauae  the  meaaage 
approvea  the  principle  of  donating  landa  for  rail- 
road purpoaea.  1  refer  to  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 
which  ia  under  my  charge.  That  bill  has  been 
before  the  Senate  for  a  long  time,  and  it  ia  abso- 
lutely important  to  me  that  I  should  have  early 
action  on  it. 

I  am  ready  to  vote  on  the  veto  meaaage  now;  I 
am  prepared  toacton  itnow,aB  much  so  as  t  shall 
be  on  Monday  next.  1  presume  that  no  discus- 
sion can  take  place  upon  it  which  will  change  a 
single  vote  here.  We  all  know  how  we  are  going 
to  vote  now  as  well  as  we  shall  know  hereafter. 
The  very  speeches  that  will  be  made  on  it  can  as 
well  be  made  on  the  homestead  bill  when  that 
comes  up.  I  am  anxious  to  progress  with  business; 
but  I  fear  that  if  this  subject  oe  postponed  until 
next  Monday,  it  will  become  the  political  question 
of  this  session,  and  there  is  no  telling  when  it  will 
be  decided.  It  will  be  mixed  up  with  other  ques- 
tions, and  thus  business  will  be  delayed.  1  am 
anxious  to  have  it  acted  upon  now,  or  to  have  it 
postjioned,  so  as  to  give  us  longer  time,  in  order 
to  dispose  of  other  important  business. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Senator  from  California, 
I  understand,  has  accepted  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  leaving  the  day  blank. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  have  no  objection  to  modify 
it,  so  aa  to  leave  the  day  blank.  That  ia  accepted 
by  the  Senator  from  California. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Then,  I  move  to  fill  the 
blank  by  inserting  Monday,  the  32d  instant— two 
-weeks  from  next  Monday. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  should  like  to  know  from  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  what  is  his  specific  object  in 
moving  this  long  postponement?  Is  it  merely  to 
take  ■■>  and  discuaa  the  homeatead  bill,  and  paaa 
it,  if  the  Senate  shall  think  proper  to  paaa  it?  la  it 
proposed  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill 

f  ranting  lands  for  the  indigent  insane,  which  the 
'resident  has  returned  with  hia  objections,  for 
the  purpose  of  aacenaining  from  the  Preaident 
himaelf,  by  hia  approval  or  veto  of  the  homestead 
bill,  what  are  his  views  of  it?  Is  this  postpone- 
ment aaked,  in  order  that  we  may  know  what  the 
opinion  of  the  President  is  upon  the  homestead 
blll«  before  we  proceed  to  reconsider  the  bill  erant- 
in^  lands  for  the  indigent  insane?  If  that  be  the 
object,  1  have  to  suggest,  that  when  the  homestead 
bill  cornea  up  forconaideration,  it  will  moat  proba- 
bly be  pretty  fulljrdiacnaaed  in  thia  body,ana  other 
business  will  be  intervening  occasionally,  so  that 
we  cannot  look  for  a  final  vote  of  the  Senate  on 
thai  bill  in  lasa  than  ten  or  twelve  d«ya  aAer  it  ia 
taken  up.  Tben,8uppoaeii  abould  paaa  this  bodv 
without  amendment,  and  be  aent  to  the  Preai- 
dent in  the  ahape  in  which  it  came  from  the 
Houae;  he  then  would  hava  ten  daya  within 
which  to  approve  it,  or  return  it  with  hia  objec- 
tiona,  if  he  ahould  think  proper  to  puraue  that 
courae.  That  wuuld  carry  ua  beyond  the  period 
now  propoaed  to  be  fixed  for  the  eonaideration  of 
the  bill  immediately  before  us. 

Again,  if  the  Senate  ahould  think  it  expedient, 
aa  it  ia  very  likely  they  will,  to  make  amend- 
menta  to  the  homestead  bill,  those  amendments 
will  have  to  be  transmitted  to  the  other  House  for 
concurrence  or  rejection.  This  wiU  probably 
delav  the  bill  some  daya  loneert  how  long  I  do 
not  know.  I  conaider,  therefore,  a  postponement 
of  the  whole  subject  for  two  weeka  not  likely  to 
answer  the  purpose  of  ascert«i^ng  the  sentiments 
of  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the  homeatead  bill. 
}q  other  worda,  we  ahall  be  just  na  wueh  in  th< 


dark  two  weeka  hence  in  regard  to  what  are 
intended  to  be  the  principles  asserted  by  the  mea- 
aage, or  what  limitations  are  intended  to  be  ex- 
tended in  practice  to  the  general  principles  laid 
down,  as  we  are  now.  i  am  willing  to  agree  to 
any  poatponeroent  which  gentlemen  may  conaider 
ntfceaaary  for  the  purpoae  of  ascertaining  the  sen- 
timents of  the  Executive,  let  it  be  for  three  or 
four  weeks  if  necessorjr. 

These  are  considerations  which  I  think  are  en- 
titled to  great  weight  now,  before  we  proceed  to 
fix  a  day  when  it  ia  probable  that  we  shall  not 
attain  the  object  intended  in  the  mean  time.  If  the 
intention  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  principles 
announced  in  the  message  are  meant  to  be  applied 
to  the  homeatead  bill,l}y  a  response  from  the 
President  to  our  action  on  that  bill,  I  am  willing 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  subject  until 
that  time  shall  arriv^. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  am  under 
a  strong  impreaaion  that  the  ancient  practice  of  the 
Senate  was,  when  a  veto  meaaage  came  in  upon 
a  bill  originating  here,  tn  procenl  at  once  to  the 
eonaideration  of  the  subject,  and  to  continue  that 
eonaideration  from  day  to  day  until  the  question 
should  be  aettled.  I  do  not  mean  to  aay  by  thb 
that  no  aart  of  buaineea  whatever  poasibly  could 
intervene.  Something  indispensably  necessary 
might  be  occasionally  taken  up.  But  the  impres- 
sion which  I  have  is,  that  thecourae  which  I  have 
stated,  has  been  the  usual  habit  of  the  Senate. 
Certainly,  if  it  has  been,  it  must  have  originated 
from  the  impression  derived  from  the  words  of 
the  Constitution,  that  you  shall  enter  the  message 
on  the  Senate's  Journal,  and  then  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  it  as  a  matter  entitled,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  importance,  to  priority  over  other 
measures.  I  know  very  well  the  language  of  the 
Constitution  will  admit  of  a  difTerentconatruction; 
but  alill,  I  think  that  a  plain  man,  reading  the 
Constitution  as  it  stands,  would  be  inelinM  to 
the  impression  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
which  a  veto  message  may  be  transmitted,  after 
entering  it  on  its  Journal,  to  proceed  at  once  to  its 
consideration,  and  certainly  to  do  ao  within  a 
reaaonable  time.  I  think  this  has  been  the  uni- 
form practice.  Now,  sir,  in  the  case  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  I 
take  it  for  granted,  from  what  he  read  from  the 
Journal,  that  there  was  a  debate  on  that  veto  mes- 
sage, as  there  has  been  on  all  veto  messages  that 
I  ever  heard  of  here,  and  of  courae  it  was  post- 
poned from  day  to  day. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
say,  that  there  never  was  one  word  of  debate  upon 
it,  until  the  day  when  it  was  disposed  of.  It  was 
taken  up,  and  postponed  from  day  to  day  without 
debate. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Has  the  honorable  Senator 
looked  at  the  record  of  debate  i 

Mr.  BADQER.  I  have  looked  at  the  record 
of  the  debatea.  The  firet  day  waa  fixed,  and  then 
it  waa  poatponed  until  the  next  day,  and  ao  on; 
but  there  was  no  diacuaaion  until  the  Thursday 
after  the  Monday  on  which  the  veto  came  in. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
anything  in  regard  to  that  particular  precedent  to 
which  the  Senator  has  referred;  but  I  have  learned 
from  another  gentleman,  that  complaint  was  made 
at  the  time,  in  the  other  House,  iliat  the  Consti- 
tution was  disregarded  in  this  very  particular,  in 
the  Senate  not  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of 
the  message  immediately.  However,  sir,  be  this 
aa  it  may,  would  it  not  be  more  reapectful  to  the 
Preaident,  and  ia  it  not  due  to  ounelvea,  that  we 
should  go  on  within  this  measure,  until  we  know 
the  sense  of  Congress  in  regard  to  it  ?  1  do  not 
mean  to  press  the  measure  in  hot  haate,  ao  aa  to 
prevent  the  Senate  giving  it  a  full  and  thorough 
consideration.  It  is  entitled  to  that;  but  I  think 
it  is  fairly  entitled  to  precedence  over  other  sub- 
jecta;  and  whenever  ita  consideration  is  called  for 
by  any  member  of  the  Senate,  it  ought,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  to  be  taken  up 
and  considered. 

I  do  not  sufikr  myself,  in  giving  the  opinion 
which  I  do  in  regard  to  this  measure,  to  be  in- 
fluenced at  all  by  other  matten.  I  have  nothing 
now  to  do  with  the  homestead  bill,  or  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill,  or  anything  else.  If  thia  aubject  ia 
to  be  taken  up,  I  aball  deairc  en  aone  auitable 
occasion,  when  no  other  gentleman  wiahea  the 
fioor,  to  give  my  views  briefly  ia  reUtion  to  this 
veto  message;  nut  I  am  (juite  ready  to  go  on  with 


the  eonaideration  of  it  now,  and  it  is  my  impres- 
sion that  it  is  our  duty  to  do  so.  I  am  ready  to  vote 
upon  it  to-day. 

Mr.  CLAY.    So  em  I. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  concur  entirely,  Mr. 
President,  with  the  view  taken  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  in  reference  to  this  ouestion.  I 
think  the  Senate  owes  it  to  itself,  ana  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  occasion,  to  pursue  the  course  which 
he  has  indicated.  I  am  decidedly  averse  to  the 
proposition  of  my  friend  fVom  Illinois,  to  postpone 
action  on  this  question  until  another  legislative 
measure  to  which  he  has  alluded  shall  be  passed 
upon  by  this  body.  Sir,  no  Senator,  no  created 
man,  is  more  devotedly  or  ardently  the  friend  of 
that  measure  to  which  he  has  alluded — the  home- 
stead bill — than  I  am.  I  am  its  friend,  whether 
the  President  be  so  or  not.  I  never  connect  one 
measure  with  another;  nor  do  I  wait  for,  or  look 
to.  Executive  vetoes.  I  vote  as  becomes  my  poai* 
tion  and  my  cooatituenls,  and  the  duty  that  I  owe 
to  them. 

I  believe,  then,  that  it  is  our  duty  now  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage, and  to  reply,  by  afllrmalive  or  negative 
action,  to  the  positions  which  he  has  taken^n  that 
meaaage.  For  one,  air,  I  retorn  him  my  thanka 
for  the  veto  which  be  has  sent  here.  I  believe  it 
is  right  in  every  word,  phrase,  and  sentence.  I 
furthermore  believe  that  if  he  had  not  vetoed  this 
bill,  he  would  have  been  false  to  that  party  whose 
representative  he  was  in  the  last  presidential  elec- 
tion— false  to  the  resolutions  of  that  convention 
which  nominated  him,  and  which  tmamfflously 
resolved  and  re-resolved  that  the  Democratic  party 
waa  oppoaed  to  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  landa. 

These  are  my  views.  I  regard  thia  bill,  aa  I 
atated  in  aome  remarka  which  I  aubmitted  when 
it  waa  passed  by  this  body,  as  distribution  in  the 
worst  phase  that  has  come  up  here — worse  than 
ever  the  genius  of  Henry  Clay  conceived — far 
more  odious  than  that  which  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Silas  Wright, and  Thomas H.  Benton, deprecated 
in  the  memorable  seaaion  of  1841: — ay,  sir,  a  dis- 
tribution, not  of  money  from  our  Treasury,  but 
of  lampblack  and  rajgs,  French  atiignatt,  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  value  of  tea 
millionaof  acrea  of  land  to  the  aovereign  Stales  of 
the  Union. 

Sir,  the  Senator  fh>m  Vermont  apoke  yeaterday 
of  unclean,  diahonorable,  or  corrupt  Icgialation 
touching  the  public  landa  My  poaition  aa  a  rep- 
reaeiitative  from  one  of  the  new  Statea,  and  my 
poaition  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  of 
which  be  la  a  member,  requirea  that  I  should  de- 
mand from  him,  in  this  presence,  whether  he 
meant  to  insinuate  that  any  corrupt  or  dishonsst 
bill  had  emanated  from  that  committee,  or  from 
any  one  of  the  new  States,  so  far  as  he  is  cogni- 
sant of  those  transactions?  And  if  so,  I  demand 
of  him  that  he  nqir  disclose,  in  its  full  length,  and 
breadth,  and  extent,  every  particle  of  that  corrup- 
tion or  unclean  legislation.  Sir,  I  make  the  de- 
mand with  perfect  respect  to  the  gentleman.  I 
do,  air,  because  of  our  kindly  peraonal  relaliona; 
but  thia  ia  a  great  queation,  and  hia  inainuation, 
if  I  may  call  it  aucii,  may  aflect  individuals.  I 
make  the  demand  with  perfect  respect.  I  pause 
for  a  reply. 

M  r.  FOOT.  Mr.  President,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  I  have  made  no  imputation  of  the  yoit  which 
is  now  attributed  to  me;  and  the  publication  of  my 
remarks,  as  taken  down  by  tne  reporter,  will 
show  that  an  entire  misconstruction  has  been 
placed  upon  them.  I  have  cast  no  impatation 
upon  the  action  of  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a 
roember;  no  imputation  upon  the  action  of  this  or 
of  the  other  House;  no  imputation  upon  the  new 
Stales  of  thia  Union.  No  man  bare,  aa  I  took 
oceoaion  to  atate  yeaterday,has  voted  more  liber- 
ally in  favor  of  the  appKcaiion  for  appropriationa 
for  various  pnrpoaea  by  the  new  Slates  than  my- 
self. I  halt  no  reference  to  any  past  Irgislalton 
upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  Thia,  I 
think,  is  a  sumcient  disclaimer. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.    Perfectly  so. 

Mr.  FOOT.    An  entire  misapprehension  haa  - 
been  placed  upon  the  remarks  which  I  submit- 
ted. 

Mr.  DODOE,  of  Iowa.  In  that  misapprehen- 
sion i  am  not  alone,  as  the  Senator  knows,  from 
the  construction  immediately  placed  on  bis  lan- 
guage by  the  Senator  from  IlUnoia,  (Mr.  Dons- 
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LAS ;]  and  neither  of  us,  as  he  knowS)  has  any 
dispoiiUoQ  to  do  him  injustice,  because  of  our 
personal  respect  for  him. 

Mr.  FOOT.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  DOOOB,  of  Iowa.  Mr.  President,  I  said 
that  I  regarded  this  as  one  of  the  most  fatal  bills, 
one  of  the  most  ill-advised,  looking  at  our  complex 
but  admirable  system  of  Government,  that  has 
been  passed  by  this  or  any  other  Congress.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Butlek]  was 
clearly  right,  when,  on  yesterday,  he  remarked 
that  this  bill  had  not  been  thoroughly  discussed, 
or  considered  by  the  Senate.  How  long  has  it 
been  since  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Chase,] 
who,  notwithstanding  his  notions  upon  certain 
slavery  questions,  has  some  good  views  respecting 
State  rignts,  defeated  a  kindred  bill !  Not  more 
than  two  years  since.  What,  then,  were  the  uro- 
visions  of  this  "Miss  Dix  bill,"  as  it  is  called? 
Nothing  more  nor  less  than  that  New  York  should 
hold  in  the  very  heart  of  Iowa  or  California  more 
than  ten  counties,  in  superficial  area;  to  hold  that 
land  up  at  any  price  which  she  might  choose  to  fix 
upon  it;  hold  it  there  as  Indian  reservations  or 
other  reservations  have  been  held  in  the  center  of 
some  of  the  new  Slates, to  be  increased  sufficiently  in 
amount  to  control  the  entire  politics  of  the  States 
where  the  lands  lie.  How  long  has  it  been  since 
the  respectable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Un- 
derwood] moved  his  amendment  to  the  Iowa  rail- 
road bill;  that  the  States  in  which  there  were  no 
public  lands  should,  as  States,  be  allowed  to  hold 
land  within  the  borders  of  other  sovereign  States 
of  this  Union  ?  How  long  is  it  since  the  provision 
originated  for  issuing  this  bank  ra«;  currency, 
stamped  all  over  with  pictures,  to  be  issued  at  the 
Treasury?  Only  since  it  was  shown  in  the  dis- 
cussion on  Mr.  Underwood's  amendment  to  the 
Iowa  land  bill,  but  about  two  years  since,  that  the 
proposiiion,  if  carried,  would  lead  to  domestic 
insurrection  and  bloodshed.  Then  originated,  for 
the  sake  of  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty  of  allowing 
one  sovereignty  to  hold  lands  within  another,  this 
paper  money  invention.  It  is  due  to  a  respectable 
member  of  the  other  House,  [Mr.  Bennett,  of  New 
York,]  to  say,  that  his  genius  conceived  this  mode 
of  getting  rid  of  the  difficulties  of  allowing  one 
sovereign  State  to  hold  land  within  the  heart  of 
another,  controlling  its  politics  and  disturbing  its 
peace  and  harmony. 

Sir,  without  intending  to  make  any  imputation 
upon  any  human  being,  and  least  of  all,  upon 
the  dignified  Senator  from  Vermont,  let  me  tell 
him  that,  without  intending  it — and  I  know  he 
does  not  intend  it — his  bill  would  have  produced 
scenes  of  speculation,  scenes  of  disgrace,  and  of 
plunder,  ana  pillage,  such  as  this  country  has  never 
witnessed  but  for  the  wise  interposition  of  Presi- 
dent Pierce's  veto.  It  was,  in  myopinion,the  com- 
mencement of  a  system  which,  if  it  had  been  pro- 
longed, as  it  certamly  would  but  for  the  death  blow 
which  the  President  has  struck  it,  would  have 
swallowed  up  the  whole  of  the  public  lands,  and 
have  established  a  system  of  trading  and  peddling 
at  Albany,  Montpelier,  and  other  seals  of  gov- 
ernment, under  the  control  of  the  dominant  ma- 
jority which  has  heretofore  proved  so  fatal.  These 
cords  of  French  (asignaU  would  have  been  taken 
there  to  be  squandered  and  bargained  oS*  by  cor- 
rupt legislative  majorities,  to  control  and  influ- 
ence the  politics  of  our  distant  States.  The  lands 
would  be  disposed  of  at  those  seats  of  govern- 
ment for  nolidcal  purposes.  Cords  of  these  bank 
bills  would  be  carsied  off  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  bought  up  at  low  prices  by 
favorites,  who  would  go  and  locate  them  on  the 
public  lands  (rich  as  the  Delta  of  Elgy  pt)  in  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Louisiana,  and  other  new  States. 

These  w^rs  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  is  a 
revival  of  that  old  system  of  selling  lands  at  the 
court-houses  and  seats  of  government,  which  led 
to  so  much  confusion.  What  then  would  become 
of  the  provision  that  the  land  should  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  the  insane?  Why,  it  would  be 
'disregarded,  just  as  the  sovereign  Slates  once  dis- 
regai^ed  your  mandate,  put  in  the  shape  of  law, 
that  they  should  send  their  members  of  Congress 
bere  by  districts,  instead  of  by  Stales.  The  Slate 
of  Mississippi  was  one  of  the  Stales  which  refused 
to  comply,  and  my  friend  from  California  reminds 
me  that  his  State  now  elects  her  Representatives 
by  general  ticket,  in  the  face  of  your  law.  So  it 
would  be  in  the  disposition  of  this  bank  paper. 
The  States  would  do  ut  they  please  with  it,  and 


where  is  your  power  to  coerce,  or  compel,  or  to 
alter  their  legislation?    You  have  none. 

But,  sir,  so  far  its  I  am  concerned,  1  never  stop 
to  inquire  what  the  President  wilt  do  with  llie 
homestead  or  any  other  bill.  He  has  sent  us  here 
his  veto  of  this  bill.  I  am  ready  to  record  my 
vote  on  that  veto.  I  am  ready  to  proceed  to  that 
reconsideration  of  the  bill  which  the  Constitution 
requires.  I  hope  we  shall  do  so,  according  to  the 
former  usages  of  the  Senate.  1  am  unwillin|;  to 
postpone  its  consideration  for  any  longer  time 
than  is  necessary  for  deliberation.  Let  us  pursue 
the  usual  course  on  such  occasions.  I  am  anxious 
and  desirous  to  accommodate  my  friend  from  Cal- 
ifornia in  anything,  bat  I  cannot  agree  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  question,  with  a  view  to 
action  on  other  kindred  subjects. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  do  not  wish  to  procrastinate 
this  debate,  but  1  have  a  word  to  say  to  my  friend 
^roin  Iowa.  He  seems,  I  think,  to  misunderstand 
the  object  of  my  profwsed  postponement  of  this 
measure.  The  object  which  I  have  in  view  is 
this:  I  look  upon  this  as  a  very  favorable  occa- 
sion afforded  to  the  Senate,  to  settle  and  establish 
some  principle  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the 
public  domain.  I  regard  this  as  the  best  chance, 
the  fairest  opportunity  tliat  has  ever  been  offered 
to  the  Senate,  since  I  became  a  member  of  the 
body,  to  fix  some  genef-al  principles  in  relation  to 
the  future  disposition  of  the  public  domain.  I  am 
as  anxious  for  that  as  any  member  of  this  body. 
That  is  my  object;  that  is  the  reason  I  wish  to 
postpone  this  measure.  Now,  when  the  honorable 
senator  from  Delaware  rises  up  in  his  place,  and 
says  he  thinks  it  is  respectful  to  the  President, 
that  we  should  not  act  on  the  measure  at  the 
present  time,  I  should  like  to  know  if  that  honor- 
able Senator  entertains  a  higher  respect  for  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  either  personally  or  politically, 
than  I  do.  I  doubt  whether  any  member  of  this 
body  can  say  he  does.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
making  professions;  but  if  any  gentleman  sup- 
poses or  oelieves  the  object  of  the  proposed  post- 
ponement is  disrespectful  to  the  President,  he 
does  me  as  much  injustice  as  he  does  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  this  body 
to  do  ««  act  disrespectful  to  the  President. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  My  friend  wholly  mis- 
understood me  if  he  supposes  that  1  attributed 
any  such  thing  to  hi.n  at  all.  I  only  spoke  of  the 
necessity  of  our  pursuing  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  intimated  anything 
of  the  kind;  but  the  honorable  Senator  from  Del- 
aware seemed  to  intimate,  and  actually  did  declare, 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  respectful  to  the  Presi- 
dent that  we  should  act  promptly  on  the  message, 
even  to-day.  Now,  even  on  that  ground,  consid- 
ering that  this  is  a  great  subject,  and  that  the 
message  embraces,  if  looked  at  properly,  the 
future  management  and  disposition  of  the  public 
domain,  I  think  it  is  more  respectful  to  the  Presi- 
dent that  we  should  take  sometime  to  dwell  upon 
this  message,  and  meet  it  with  that  deliberation 
which  is  due  to  it.  I  think  we  should  consider  it 
in  all  its  bearinp,  in  reference  to  all  its  principles, 
not  only  upon  the  measure  immediately  before  us, 
but  upon  the  homestead  bill,  the  Pacific  railroad 
bill,  and  the  grants  of  land  to  the  new  States  for 
railroad  purposes,  in  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Iowa  lakes  so  deep  an  interest. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  made 
this  motion.  It  is  my  opinion,  honestly  enter- 
tained, that  if  we  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
this  bill  now,  which  will  open  the  door  to  consti- 
tutional arguments,  there  is  a  farewell  to  the  home- 
stead bill,  or  to  any  other  practical  measure  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands  for  this  session.  The 
Senator  may  be  a  friend  of  the  measure,  he  may 
desire  its  passage;  but  I  assure  him  that  if  ht 
goes  into  this  discussion  now,  he  will  defeat  that 
measure  as  effectually  as  if  he  votes  against  it. 
That  is  my  opinion  now.  Time  will  either  verify 
it,  or  show  that  he  is  right.  I  say  it  is  our  duty 
to  take  up  the  homestead  bill  and  consider  it,  and 
at  the  same  time  we  shall  be  considering  the  bear- 
ing, and  import,  and  future  effect  of^the  great 
measure  now  upon  your  table. 

Now,  sir,  with  regard  to  the  veto  power,  allow 
me  to  say  that  I  regard  it  as  a  fortunate  power; 
and  I  think  the  exercise  of  it,  even  in  this  case, 
may  be  a  fortunate  matter.  And  why  ?  Because 
it  will  bring  us  to  review  our  action  upon  these 
subjects,  and  what  is  still  better,  it  will  bring  as 


to  establish  some  principles  that  willjgovem  us  in 
our  future  conduct  in  relation  uPthis  importaDt 
matter — the  disposition  of  the  public  domain. 
My  opinion,  however,  is,  that  if  we  take  up  this 
message,  and  enter  into  a  discussion  of  it  now, 
we  shall  never  see  the  homestead  bill,  nor  any 
other  practical  bill  relative  to  the  public  lands  car- 
ried throughCongresa  at  this  session. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Mr.  President,  there  seems  to 
be  a  great  anxiety,  on  the  part  of  certain  gentle- 
men here,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
bill,  after  they  havs  each  made  some  half  doxen 
speeches  upon  it.  I  rise  now,  however,- to  give 
notice,  that  if  the  blank  in  the  resolution  is  not 
filled  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  proposes  to  fill 
it — for  I  understand  the  question  is  bow  upon 
the  motion  of  that  Senator  to  fill  it  with  next 
Monday  two  weeks— I  shall  move  to  fill  that 
blank  with  next  Monday,  believing  that  propriety 
dictates  that  we  should  at  an  early  dayproceed  to 
the  consideration  of  this  measure.  While  1  am 
up,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  intend  to  be  heard  at 
some  length  upon  this  veto  message,  and  upon 
this  bill.  ~~r>  r 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Senator  has  a  speech,  I 
suppose,  and  he  wants  to  make  it. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  says 
that  I  have  a  speech,  and  I  want  to  make  it.  Let 
me  say  to  that  Senator,  that  if  he  had  been  as 
industrious  as  I  was  last  night,  sitting  up  to  one 
o'clock  examining  these  questions,  he  would  bs 
as  well,  in  fact  better,  prepared  than  I  am  for  their 
discussion;  for  he  has  powers  for  mastering  a 
subject  with  greater  facility  than  I  have. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Do  not  have  that  reported. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Well,  sir,  I  have  nothing  to 
conceal  from  reporters.  [Laughter.]  I  propose 
to  discuss  this  question,  as  1  have  said,  at  some 
length.  I  propose  to  show  that  the  power  of 
this  Government  (even  at  the  time  of  the  accept- 
ance of  these  grants  while  we  were  under  the  Con- 
federacy) to  dispose  of  the  territory,  of  the  soil, 
of  the  public  land  was  unlimited;  that  it  ever  has 
been  and  now  is  unlimited;  and  that  the  nneon- 
stitutionality  of  this  bill — for  that  it  is  unconsti- 
tutional I  nave  no  doubt— consists  not  in  the 
granting,  or  giving  away,  or  disposition  of  the 
soil,  but  it  consists  in  two  other  things.  Its  un- 
constitutionality consists  first  in  usurping  the 
power  and  authority  here  to  tell  States  how  they 
shall  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  granted: 
and  secondly,  in  directing  them  to  account  to  us 
as  their  masters— a  thing  that  I  entirely  deny 
your  power  to  do. 

The  bill,  for  these  two  reasons,  in  my  judgment, 
is  unconstitutional;  but  not  because  it  disposes  of 
land  generally,  in  any  form  or  in  any  manner 
whatever.  I  take  the  broadest  ground  on  that 
subject,  and  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  The 
bill  IS  objected  to  for  another  reason,  not  reaching 
the  point  of  unconstitutionality,  but  as  to  its  inex- 
pediency and  impropriety.  That  objection,  in 
the  language  of  the  President,  is  that  it  makes  us 
almoners,  to  take  care  of  all  the  indigent,  all  the 
needy,  and  all  the  suffering;  to  usurp  the  offices 
of  charity,  the  offices  of  humanity,  that  properly 
belong  to  the  Stales.  For  that  reason,  if.  for  no 
other,  it  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  have  been 
vetoed.  I  fully  and  cordially  approve  of  the  result. 

I  believe  that  a  fair  construction  and  fair  read- 
ing of  the  veto  message  will  not  put  this  veto  upon 
the  basis  that  we  have  not  power  to  dispose  qf  the 
lands,  but  upon  the  other  ground  which  I  h^Tf 
named,  that  we  have  not  the  power  lo  direct  bow 
their  proceeds  shall  be  applied,  and  boy,  nt  what 
time,  and  under  what  eiroumstances,  they  shall 
be  accounted  for  by  the  States  to  us.  I  shall  en^ 
deavor,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  ab|e  to  show,  when 
the  proper  lime  arrives,  that  the  veto  does  not  In- 
volve the  principles  of  the  homestead  bill,  and  will 
not  necessarily  bring  a  veto  fVom  the  President 
upon  that  bill. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  now  to  discuss  the  subn 
ject,  nor  to  bring  these  questions  to  the  consideras 
lion  of  the  Senate,  but  to  ask  that  som;  (|efinil* 
action  be  taken.  It  is  due,  as  the  Senatp'r  Oom 
Delaware  has  properly  said,  th^t  we  should  at  a 
reasonable  and  an  early  day,  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question.  Nor  do  I  think,  it^ 
discussion  will,  by'any  fiytanp,  o^cpiipy  the  whole 
residue  of  this  session,  and  deprive  ps  of  tl{e  qp- 
portunity  of  conaideriiig  other  important  pieasurfl. 
The  very  fact  that  important  meaaurM  are  bel^inq 
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this,  and  are  1^  be  considered  after  it,  will  shorten 
the  deliberation  and  consideration  on  this  bill,  and 
for  that  verr  reason,  if  for  no  other,  I  should  ask 
that  an  early  day  be  assigned  for  its  discussion. 
Then,  if  the  blank  be  not  filled,  as  proposed  with 
Monday  two  weeks,  I  shall  more  to  fill  it  with 
next  Monday. 

Mr.  WBLLER.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
experience  of  to-day  has  demonstrated  that  the 
best  policy  is  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  message  from  the  President.  I  believe, 
with  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  that  such  was 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
when  U)ey  used  the  |>hra8eology  which  they  em- 
ployed in  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
has  reference  to  this  subject.  1  know  of  no  public 
considerations  why  we  should  not  immediately 
proceed  to  entertain  and  dispose  of  this  question. 
The  fair,  legitimate  presumption,  is  that  every 
Senator  examined  it  before  he  originally  gave  his 
vote.  I  know  it  was  said  yesterday  by  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Butler,]  tliat  this 
matter  bad  not  been  considered — that  it  had.^ot 
been  discussed.  It  is  true  there  was  but  a  limited 
discussion  in  the  Senate  upon  it  at  this  session ; 
but  the  presumption  is,  that  every  Senator  inves- 
tigated the  question  before  he  proceeded  to  decide 
upon  it.  For  myself,  I  may  say  that  there  never 
has  been  a  bill  introduced  in  this  body  for  which 
I  was  so  anxious  to  give  my  vote  as  this  biJI, 
which  has  been  vetoed  by  the  Executive.  It  was 
a  bill  which  appealed  to  all  the  sympathies 
of  my  heart.  It  was  one  which  appealed  to  all 
the  warm  and  generous  impulses  of  my  nature; 
but,  upon  calm  and  patient  investigation  of  the 
important  principles  involved,  I  dared  not,  as  an 
American.Senator,  with  the  obligations  of  an  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  resung  upon  me,  give 
my  vote  for  it.  I  was  therefore  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  vols  against  its  passage. 

The  principles  announced  by  the  Executive  in 
this  message,  are  those  by  which  I  have  been  gov- 
erned since  my  entrance  into  public  life.  I  am  a 
strict  constructionist.  I  do  not  believe  in  that 
latitudinous  construction  of  the  Constitution  which 
invests  Congress  with  power  and  authority  to  do 
whatever  the  "  common  defense  and  general  wel- 
fare," in  their  iudgment,may  demand.  That  class 
of  politicians  Has  usually  been  styled  expediency 
politicians.  I  have  been  compelled  to  appljr  the 
constitutional  test  to  all  questions  upon  which  I 
am  compelled  to  vote;  and  the  application  of  that 
test  to  this  bill  compelled  me  to  vote  against  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that  we  have  been  discussing 
this  question  to-day,  and  we  may  as  well  proceed 
with  that  discussion.  There  are  some  important 
bills  that  are  yet  to  be  disposed  of.  There  is  the 
one  which  has  been  alluded  to  by  my  colleague, 
and,  for  personal  reasons,  connected  with  himself, 
I  am  exceedingly  desirous  that  it  shall  be  acted 
upon  within  the  next  two  weeks.  Then,  agiiin, 
there  is  the  homestead  bill.  Some  Senators  tnink 
the  general  principles  enunciated  in  this  mes- 
sage cover  that  bill.  That  is  my  opinion.  If 
all  the  principles  announced  in  the  communication 
made  to  us  yesterday  be  correct,  the  homestead 
bill  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  But,  so  far 
as  that  point  is  concerned,  I  desire  to  remain  un- 
committed until  I  can  hear  the  discussion,  until  I 
can  hear,  particularly,  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, who  is  almost  the  father  of  strict  construc- 
tion. 

Mr.  President,  why  can  we  not  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  now?  We  are  in  the  habit  of 
adjourning  over,  oftentimes,  from  Thursday  to 
Monday.  This  is  a  verjr  bad  practice.  It  has 
been  introduced  by  my  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina; and  such  has  been  theunbounded  confidence 
I  have  usually  reposed  in  him,  that  I  have  very 
generally  followed  his  example,  and  voted  for  ail 
motions  to  adjourn  over.  Now,  I  propose  to  re- 
form, and  to  devote  Friday  and  Saturday  to  busi- 
ness, instead  of  visiting  tne  Departments;  and  I 
must  say  that  the  Senators  who  make  that  ex- 
cuse have  no  business  at  the  Departments  at  all. 
[Laughter.]  Nobody  has  any  business  there  ex- 
cept the  representatives  of  the  new  States,  and 
they  have  more  than  they  can  attend  to.  I  know 
that  it  is  so  in  regard  to  myself.  I  am  sur?  that  1 
have  more  business  there  than  I  can  attend  to. 
i/iy  friiend  from  North  Carolina  has  usually  urged 
that  as  a  pretext;  and  I  venture  the  prediction  that 
he  does  not  have  business  at  the  Departments 
once  a  month.    [Laughter.] 


Mr.  BADGER.  Will  my  friend  allow  me  to 
state  that  I  have  made  the  motion  for  that  very 
reason.  I  have  no  business  there;  and  I  thought, 
therefore,  the  motion  had  better  come  from  me, 
rather  than  put  any  of  my  friends  from  the  new 
States  to  the  necessity  of  making  an  application 
for  their  personal  convenience.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WELLER.  1  knew  the  motion  was  dic- 
tated by  some  benevolent  motive  on  the  part  of 
the  Senator,  but  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  out  of 
personal  consideration  to  me.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter.] Now,  why  can  we  not  proceed  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  this  question .' 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    We  are  considering  it. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says  we  are  consideringit.  I  do  not  know 
that  we  are  considering  it.  We  are  undoubtedly 
discussing  it,  but  discussion  does  not  always  lead 
to  consideration.  Some  speak  without  any  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BADGER.    We  are  talking  about  it. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  shall  vote  against  the  post- 
ponement to  next  Monday  week,  f  think  it  is  due 
to  the  President,  it  is  due  to  ourselves,  it  is  due 
to  the  country,  that  we  should  proceed  at  once  to 
dispose  of  this  question.  I  believe  it  was  the 
design  of  the  Constitution  that  we  should  proceed 
at  once  to  reconsider  a  J^ill  which  is  vetoed  by 
the  President.  The  eiTect  of  the  veto  is  simply 
this:  It  is,  in  effect,  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
that  motion  to  reconsider  puts  the  bill  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  requires  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  pass 
it.  Does  any  body  believe  that  two  thirds  of  the 
Senate  will  ever  vote  to  pass  this  bill.'  There  is 
not  a  Senator  here  who  believes  it.  Then  why 
continue  a  long  discussion  on  the  question  when 
no  practicid  good  can  result  from  it,  and  when  it 
is  known  in  advance,  thatamajority  of  two  thirds 
cannot  be  obtained  in  a  full  Senate  for  its  passage? 
I  undertake  to  say,  upon  a  nice  calculation 
which  has  been  made  by  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is 
"  strong  "  in  figures,  tliat  there  cannot  be  even  a 
majority  of  this  Senate  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and 
that  upon  a  full  vote  there  will  be  thirty-one  Sen- 
ators found recording|themselvesagainst  it.  Then, 
wherefore  postpone  it  for  two  weeks,  when  you 
know  in  advance  that  the  bill  can  never  become 
a  law?  It  is  one  which,  in  my  judgment,  ought 
never  |to  become  a  law.  I  know,  sir,  that  it  is 
one  upon  which  strong  appeals  have  been  made 
to  the  sympathies  of  Senators;  but  that  is  a  very 
unsafe  guide  of  action.  A  Senator  had  better 
always  keep  his  eye  upon  the  power  of  attorney 
under  which  he  acts — that  is,  the  Constitution. 
The  people  never  intended  that  we  should  travel 
beyond  the  Constitution;  but  whenever  we  are  in 
a  charitable  mood,  let  us  feel  in  our  own  pockets, 
and  not  in  Uncle  Sam's.  That  is  the  way  to 
show  our  charity  and  benevolence;  not  by  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  not  by  transcending  the 
authority  vested  in  us  by  that  written  instrument 
which  constitutes  our  power  of  attorney,  but  let 
us  show  it  by  applying  our  hands  to  our  own 
purses  to  relieve  the  distressed  and  the  indigent. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  whether,  if  the 
discussion  is  to  be  continued,  I  shall  debate  this 
question  further.  I  have  not  much  to  say  atmut 
it.  I  have  not  spoken  now  because  I  desired  to 
hear  myself  speak,  but  because  there  were  other 
Senators  who  had  plunged  into  this  debate,  luid  I 
endeavored  to  show  that  we  had  better  go  on  with 
it  now.  If  we  do  go  on  with  it  now,  and  if  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina  shall  have  the  temerity 
to  move  an  adjournment  over,  I  give  htm  notice 
now  that  I  shall  abandon  him,  and  vote  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  withdraw  the  resolution, 
so  that  we  may  now  take  up  the  message. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Then  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  Monday 
week. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  a  proposition  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  accepted  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  leaving  the  day  blank,  and 
therefore  I  can  withdraw  it.  1  withdraw  it,  because 
1  wish  the  discussion  to  go  on  now,  in  order  that 
we  may  devote  next  week  to  another  subject. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  As  I  understand,  the  motion 
now  before  the  Senate  is  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  until  Monday  week. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  motion  before 
the  Senate,  as  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
California  has  been  withdrawn. 


Mr.  MALLORY.  Then  I  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Thi  question  is  upon  that 
motion. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  yesterday 
upon  a  simple  motion  to  print,  which  seemed  to 
me  to  be  a  matter  of  course,  a  debate  sprang  up 
which  involved  the  entire  policy  of  the  country 
upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  It  involved 
a  great  many  other  things,  and  occupied  the  body 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Now,  upon 
a  proposition  to  postpone,  we  are  again  discussing 
not  only  the  principles  Upon  which  Uie  publiclands 
are  and  ought  to  be  administered,  but  we  are  dis- 
cussing the  principles  of  bills  which  have  alresidy 
been  passed  and  determined.  I  am  in  favor  of 
going  on  with  the  discussion  of  this  bill  now,  be- 
cause we  are  discussing  it,  and  will  continue  to 
discuss  it.  Every  gentleman  who  rises  upon  the 
floor  proclaims  that  he  is  not  discussing  it,  but  that 
the  time  for  debate  will  come,  and  that  he  will  be 
prepared,  at  that  time,  to  debate  the  question  fully. 
I  think,  therefore,  we  had  better  take  it  up  now, 
and  commence  the  regular  discussion  irameuiately. 
Though  I  have  made  a  motion  to  postpone  until 
Monday,  I  am  in  favor  of  going  on  with  the  dis- 
cussion now,  if  we  can;  but  I  am  for  a  postpone- 
ment to  Monday  next,  in  preference  to  any  other 
postponement  which  can  be  made. 

But,  sir,  one  reason  given  for  the  postponement 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  was  that 
since  the  period  when  he  first  became  a  member 
of  thisboay,  there  never  has  beensoftivorablean 
opportunity  for  taking  up  and  establishing  a  gen- 
eral system  for  the  administration  of  the  public 
lands,  as  the  present.  It  is  admitted  upon  alljrides 
that  no  more  important  subject  can  come  before 
this  body  than  the  establishmentof  some  just  and 
equal  policy,  satisfactory  to  all,  in  reference  to  the 
aomimstration  of  the  public  lands.  The  honor- 
able Senatorfrom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Thompson]  de- 
picted to  us  the  other  day,  numoronsly,  how  this_ 
subject  enters  into  almost  every  presidential  can- 
vass; and,  as  was  said  by  him,  every  man  who 
comes  to  these  Halls  ,comes  with  some  predis- 

Eosed  policy  in  reference  to  these  lands,  and  yet 
e  finds  himself  in  opposition  to  a  large  number 
of  his  brother  Senators  and  Representatives. 

Well,  sir,  if  (his  be  so  important  a  measure  as 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  supposes,  why  should 
'we  discuss  it  indirectly?  He  recommends  us  to 
take  up  the  homestead  bill  first,  and  he  thinks 
that  by  discussing  that  bill,  we  shall  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject  now  before  us;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  we  should  discuss  the  merits  of 
this  subject  indirectly  through  the  merits  of  an- 
other. Why,  sir,  the  merits  of  this  measure  in- 
volve the  merits  of  the  homestead  bill.  It  comes 
necessarily  before  us;  and  if  we  determine,  by  a 
large  majority,  against  the  principles  involved 
here,  it  will  influence  many,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  go  against  the  homestead  bill.  If  you  were  to 
put  bom  in  a  fair  position,  and  ask  which  was  en- 
titled to  priority,  from  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  I  would  say,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  we  should  take  up  and  dispose  of  this 
subject  first. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  apparent  to  me  from  a  little 
inquiry  and  comparison  around  the  Chamber,  that 
this  veto  is  perfectly  safe.  Two  thirds  of  this 
body  will  not  vote  against  it.  1  hardly  think  any 
discerning  member  of  the  Senate  can  come  to  any 
other  conclusion.  Then  why  not  take  it  up  now  ? 
Why  postpone  it?  As  to  the  matter  of  disre- 
spect to  the  Executive,  I  think  it  will  be  no  dis- 
respect to  him  whether  we  postpone  it  or  not. 
Many  of  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  I  see, 
are  for  the  postponement,  and  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly unkind  to  suppose,  for  an  instant,  that  they 
mean  the  slightest  shadow  of  disrespect  to  the 
President.  But,  sir,  a  respect  for  the  important 
measure  itself,  the  necessity  which  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  pointed  out,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  great  policy  for  the  whole  country,  should 
induce  us  to  discuss  and  consider  the  subject 
now. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not 
make  an  apology  for  not  discussing  this  question 
upon  the  motion  to  postpone.  I  have  waited  all 
the  morning,  in  hopes  that  there  might  be  a  Ques- 
tion taken;  and  I  seconded  the  motion  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Florida  for  a  postponement 
to  Monday;  but,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  has 
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come  out  in  an  elaborate  speech  against  the  mo- 
tion itself. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion. 
1  was  giving  my  preconceived  opinions;  but  I 
made  the  motion  to  postpone  until  Monday,  and 
I  intend  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then,  all  I  have  to  my  is, 
that  I  prefer  to  have  the  subject  postponed  until 
Monday,  in  order  that  we  may  have  a  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  question  itself — a  deliberate 
and  considerate  one — a  discussion  which  will  en- 
lighten us.  It  is  very  apparent  that  this  sporadic, 
irregular  discussion,  bringing  in  everything  forei^ 
to  the  subject-matter,  Is  not  calculated  to  fit  usfor 
a  deliberate  review  of  the  question  before  us;  and, 
tm  there  are  but  two  legislative  days  between  this 
and  Monday,  I  hope  it  may  be  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  we  drop  this  question  for  to-day,  take  up 
what  other  business  we  have  before  us — ahd  there 
is  enough  of  it — and  come  here  prepared,  on  next 
Monday,  to  give  this  subject  a  considerate,  delib- 
erate, regular,  ordinary,  and  orderly  disposition; 
80  that,  while  we  are  aiscussing  it,  we  may  avow 
that  we  are  doing  so,  and  that  the  responsibility 
may  rest  on  each  member  to  do  it  with  such  de- 
liberation, candor,  and  ability  as  he  can  bring  to 
bear  upon  it. 

Mr.  6WIN.  I  withdrew  my  motion  to  post- 
pone, for  the  purp<ise  of  bringing  up  the  discus- 
•ion  now.  I  believe  we  can  diseuss  and  dispose 
of  the  question  now  as  well  as  hereafter.  It  is 
well  known  to  the  Senate  that  I  wish  to  get  an- 
other bill,  which  I  deem  of  great  interest,  before 
(ha  body  for  action.  My  object  is  to  get  this 
•abjeet  disposed  of  until  that  can  be  acted  upon. 
Therefore,  as  a  test  question,  to  see  whether  w« 
•re  to  have  any  more  talking  on  this  subject  now 
or  not,  I  move  to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  of 
the  Seni^tor  from  Florida,  to  postpone  the  consid- 
eration  of  this  bill  until  next  Monday. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  motion  carries  the  bill 
with  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  Thatisa 
separate  question.  My  motion  is,  that  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Florida  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    1   rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Does  not  that  carry  the  bill  with  it? 
The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly  it  does. 
Mr.  GWIN.    Then  1  withdraw  my  motion. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.    I  hope  we  shall  go  on  with 
the  debate  now. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Florida,  to  postpone 
the  fliriher  consideration  of  this  subject  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  OWIN.    Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  strike 
oat   "  next   Monday,"  and   insert    *■  Monday 
week?" 
The  PRESIDENT.    It  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  OWIN.    I  call  for  the  ye^sand  nays  upon 
(he  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Florida. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  39,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrt.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bayord,  Belt,  Benja- 
nln,  Brisht,  Brown,  Butler,  Clay,  Dlion,  Dodge  of  tVli- 
Conrin,  Dodgn  of  Iowa,  Doaglai,  Enna,  i'iizpatrtck, 
Foot,  Unnter,  JobaioD,  Jnnea  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Mortoa, 
Nonrlii,  PeiUt,  Seward,  SUdell,  Toombs,  Toucev,  Wsde, 
(n4  Williami'— 39. 

NAYS— Menra.    ABen,  Bredhead,    Chaae,    C'Injrton, 
Cooper,  Dawxon,  Fi*b,  Ceyer,  Owin,  Jamea,  Jonea  of 
Tanneiaee,  Pratt,  Huak,  SebaaMan,  Shielda,  Stuart,  Sun- 
Bcr,  Tbompaoo  of  Kentucky,  Walker,  and  Weller— 90. 
So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PACIFIC  KAILROAD. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  reported  from 
the  select  committee,  to  provide  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  on  that  motion  I 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  we  shall  not  take  up 
that  bill.  I  trust  we  shall  go  on  to-day  with  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Indian  appropriation  bill  is 
not  suffering  for  time.  The  fiscal  year  is  not  yet 
out,  and  we  can  act  upon  that  biU  at  any  time. 
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The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  of  Mr  Qwin  to  take  up  the  Pa- 
cific railroad  bill,  resulted — yeas  SU,  nays  23;  as 
follows: 

Y  GAS— Mesara.  Bell,  Brigbl,  Oliaae.  Dawson,  Dixon, 
Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglaa,  Foot,  Oeyer,  Gwin,  Jamea,  Jonea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Prau.  Rusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Slidell,  Sum- 
aer.  Walker,  and  Wellei^-ao. 

NAYS — Messn.  Allen,  Alcbiaon,  Byard,  Benjamia, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Butler,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Rvans, 
Fitapatrick,  Hunier,  Jnbnaon,  Mallory,  Norris,  Peuli,  r^e- 
tiaatian,  Thoiiipi«on  of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  Toucey,  Wade, 
and  Williamo— S3. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1855,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  Mr.  Walker, 
from  the  Committee  on  Jndian  Affairs,  to  insert 
the  following: 

To  the  Oeek  nation  of  Indiana,  in  foil  fbr  alt  demanda 
Bgnlnsi  Uie  United  Slatea,  the  sum  of  $saO,(Xia,  in  payment 
fur  eight  million  acres  of  land  at  six  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  acre,  taken  from  the  friendly  Crocks  without  compen- 
aaiinn,  by  the  treaty  or  capilnlalion  of  Fort  Jockaou,  of 
August  8,  18H. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President,  when  I  was 
interrupted  yesterday  by  the  message  which  was 
received  from  the  President,  I  had  reached  that 
point  in  the  explanation  of  this  case  which  brought 
me  to  the  slateinenl  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
friendly  Creeks  had  been  treated  by  the  capitula- 
tion of  Fort  Jackson.  It  had  lieen  shown,  I  think, 
that,  although  they  had  been  faithful  allies  of  the 
United  States;  had  fought  aeaiiist  the  hostile  mem- 
bers of  their  own  tribe,  and  against  the  British, 
and  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  under  the  Amer- 
ican ffag,  and  under  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
can military  officers,  yet,  when  peace  came  to  be 
made,  they  were  compelled  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  war;  and  that,  so  far  from  the  treaty  or  the 
capitulation  taking  the  forin  of  compelling  the  hos- 
tiles  to  pay  the  damages,  it  assumed  the  form  of 
compelling  the  friendly  allies  of  the'United  States 
to  assume  the  position  of  hosliles  for  the  purpose, 
enter  into  a  capitulation,  and  give  up  their  country, 
1  am  sustained  in  this  history  of  the  matter,  not 
only  by  the  more  ancient  documents  connected 
with  the  subject,  but  by  the  information,  the  ad- 
missions, the  statements,  and,  I  may  say,  the 
reports,  which  have  been  made  by  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau and  the  Department  of  the  Interior  recently. 
I  have  them  before  me,  but  they  are  too  lengthy 
to  refer  to  in  this  explanation.  I  will  simply 
advert  to  them,  and  say  that  the  history  of  this 
matter  which  I  have  given,  is  n«t  only  correctly 
stated  in  the  memorial  and  in  the  documentary 
history,  but  expressly  admitted  to  be  true  by  facts 
which  we  have,  not  only  from  the  proper  Depart- 
ment of  thepresent,  but  of  the  late  Administration. 
This  capitulation  was  made  with  these  Indians 
by  General  Jackson.  Agent  Hawkins,  at  the 
time,  in  communicating  with  the  Department,  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  conclusion  of  peace  was  conducted.  I  do  not 
metui  by  what  I  have  said  to  censure  General 
Jackson's  conduct;  or,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  to 
throw  a  shade  upon  his  memory.  In  his  report 
to  the  Department  of  War,  or  to  the  President,  he 
gives  what  seem  to  be  very  strong  Stale  reasons 
for  his  conduct  upon  that  occasion.  In  that  re- 
port, he  lays  the  condition  of  the  country  before 
the  administration;  he  states  that  be  felt  himself 
bound  by  considerations  of  public  policy  to  take 
possession  for  the  United  States  of  the  country 
which  then  bordered  upon  the  Spanish  dominions. 
We  know,  sir,  that  at  that  time  we  were  involved 
in  difficulty  in  reference  to  the  Spanish  dominions. 
We  know  they  were  made,  as  it  were,  a  harbor 
of  refuge  for  the  enemies  of  the  country;  a  kind 
of  recruiting  ground  for  rebels;  and  that  General 
Jackson  had  been  forced  to  enter,  what  it  was 
/:laimed  then  he  had  not  the  right  to  do,  a  friendly 
country,  seize  upon  munitions  there  collected,  and 
not  only  that,  but  we  know  he  there  seized  upon 


Arbuthnot  and  Armbrister;  that  he  had  them  shot 
for  insurrection,  and  for  stirring  op  difficulties  in 
the  country. 

Seeing  this  state  of  facts  existing  in  regard  to 
that  r^ion,  he  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
depriving  the  Indians  of  thatconntry,  and.ifpos* 
sible,  placing  our  southern  border  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  it  might  be  more  easily  defended;  or, 
at  all  events,  that  it  might  not  be  in  a  condition  to 
be  made  so  easily  a  point  of  annoyance  to  the 
Government.  These  were  the  reasons  which  be 
assigned.  These  are  not  his  words,  but  t  have 
given  the  general  idea  which  be  gave  for  treating 
the  friendly  Creeks  as  he  did.  He  was  unable  to 
assemble  the  hostiles.  They  were  not  there  to 
treat  with  him.  What  became  of  them?  Why, 
when  they  found  that  they  were  conquered,  that 
they  would  be  looked  upon  »s  enemies, and  would 
probably  be  severely  punished  if  they  could  be 
caught,  they  made  good  their  escape  into  Florida, 
joined  the  Semlnoles,  and  have  remained  a  por* 
tion  of  the  Seminoles,  I  believe,  ever  since.  Then 
he  had  no  one  to  treat  with  but  the  friendly  Creeks.  - 
Ttie  direction  was,  that  the  treaty  should  assume 
the  form  of  a  capitulation;  and  in  order  that  he 
might  get  a  capitulation  of  that  country,  he  forced 
the  chiefs  of  the  friendly  Creeks  into  the  position 
which  has  been  named.  They  then  executed  this 
treaty,  or  these  articles  of  capitulation,  but  let  it 
be  borne  in  mind  that  when  they  did  so  they  pro- 
tested against  it  most  solemnly.  They  not  only 
protestrd  in  fact,  but  they  required,  before  signing 
it,  than  an  instrument  should  be  drawn  up  declara- 
tory and  explanatory  ofiheir  views.  An  instrument 
was  d  raw  n  up,  in  which  it  was  alleged  and  conceded 
that  they  were  the  owners  of  the  country;  that 
they.alone  had  the  right  to  dispose  of  it;  and  that 
they  had  received  no  equivalent  for  the  cession 
which  they  made  by  the  capitulation.  That  in- 
strument was  drawn  up  at  their  request,  contem- 
poraneously with  the  articles  of  capitulation,  And 
Benton,a8  their  part  ofihe  treaty,  to  the  War  De- 
partment. That  will  be  found  set  out  at  length  in 
the  Stale  Papers  on  Indian  Affairs,  abstracts  of 
which  are  incorporated  in  the  report  from  the  De- 

fartment  of  the  Interior,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
n  that  report,it  is  stated  that  this  was  their  under- 
standing of  the  treaty  ty  which  they  had  been 
forced,  as  it  were,  to  capitulate,  to  cede  their 
country,  though  they  had  received  nothing  for  it; 
and  that  whatever  may  be  due  to  any  person,  to 
any  portion  of  the  tribes  for  this  land,  is  due  to 
them. 

Well,  sir,  what  was  the  extent  of  the  country 
taken  from  them?  1  have  here  the  report  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  by  which  it  appears 
that  over  twenty-four  millions  of  acres  of  land 
were  taken  by  the  capitulation.  Deducting 
from  it  what  was  lefl  really  within  the  hostile 
country,  and  with  which  the  friendly  Creeks  did 
not  deem  that  they  had  anything  to  do,  deducting 
what  was  lefl  between  the  Coosa  and  the  Talla- 
poosa, we  still  have  an  amount  of  ten  millions  of 
acres  which  have  been  taken  from  them;  but,  sir, 
the  committee  do  not  report  in  favor  of  paying 
them  for  ten  millions,  but  only  in  favor  of  paying 
them  for  eight  millions  of  acres. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  How  do  you  make  out  the 
ten  millions? 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  is  according  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  received  from 
Dim  yesterday.  It  appears  from  that  report,  that 
the  amount  of  land  taVen  from  the  friendly  Creeks 
was  upwards  of  twenty-four  millions  of  acres;  but, 
deductingfrom  it  what  was  left  in  the  really  hostile 
country,  we  find  that  over  ten  millions  were  taken 
from  them.  The  committee  have  reported  in  favor 
of  paying  them  for  eight  millions  of  acres  of  land; 
ana  the  rate  we  have  now  fixed  is  difTerent  from 
that  which  was  fixed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affiiirs.  He,  alter  consultation  with  ths 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  ad- 
dressed this  letter  to  ths  Secrstarjr  of  the  Inlsrior: 

"  DtrASTinirr  or  the  Imt«»«o«,        ? 
"  Orrios  iHDIAif  ArFAUia,  January  91, 18&3.  ) 
■•Sib  :  I  bare  the  boaoi  to  acknowledge  ibe  receiptor Ihs 
letter  addreaaed  to  you  on  Ibe  Idtb  iaatani,  by  lbs  pon.  f^ 
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W.  JOBiitoii,  cbainniui  of  On  Commi  Ue«  on  Tndian  ASUn, 
iMhMiiif  «  eo(l*>f  mr  nporl  of  iIm  ITlh  iMMol.  oo  llM 
claim  or  the  Ci«ek  Iniliam  for  landi  tetiiHiuithed  to  die 
Gorenimofltbyihe  imiy  ofPort  Jaekion,  in  I9W,  i*a<>«*(- 
iagUMiioiMa  of-ibo  amount,  whiek.ln  your  JodfOMnt, 
ahould  b«  appropiiaied  on  that  account. 

"  Rcr*rrtn(  to  my  report  Tor  my  viem  in  regard  to  the 
mertl*  of  tbia  claim,  and  ooneidering  the  great  lengih  of 
time  that  it  baa  remained  unaatinSed,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
twenty  ceoU  per  acre  would  be  a  moderate  coupenaation 
Ibr  the  tanilt  belonging  to  the  friendly  Creeks,  and  relln- 
quiihed  to  the  OoTemment  by  aaid  treaty." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  late  CommisBioner 
of  Indian  Aflkira,  (Mr.  Lea.)  The  Committee  on 
Indian  AfTain  have  taken  no  such  estimate  of  the 
value,  as  their  criterion;  but,  after  reducing  the 
amount  acknowledged  to  have  been  ceded  by  the 
friendly  Creeks,  without  any  consideration  what- 
ever, from  ten  to  eight  millions  of  acres,  they 
have,  in  place  of  reporting  twenty  cents  per  acre, 
provided  merely  for  the  payment  at  the  rate  of 
six  and  a  quarter  cents  per  acre.  Thus  they  have 
not  only  brought  down  the  amount  of  land,  but 
brought  down  the  compensation  to  be  paid  for  it, 
from  the  amount  mentioned  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Aflairs,  twenty  cents  to  six  euid  a  quarter 
cents  per  acre.  Eight  million  acres,  at  six  and  a 
quarter  cents,  make  up  the  amount  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL.  What  does  the  present  Commis- 
irioner  of  Indian  Affairs  recommend  i 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  present  Cqinmissioner 
has  sent  us  a  report,  in  which  he  estimaies  the 
quantity  of  land  at  even  more  than  was  estimated 
by  the  previous  Commissioner,  but  I  do  not  think 
he  gives  an  opinion  in  regard  to  its  value.  I  do 
not  Know  that  he  has  been  addressed  on  that  sub- 
ject. We  addressed  him  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
amount  of  this  land  which  had  been  sold, and  the 
amount  of  proceeds  which  had  been  received  by 
the  Government  from  those  sales.  That  matter 
ht  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office;  and  the  Land  Commissioner  said  he 
thought  it  would  take  about  six  months  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts.  There  is,  however,  an  estimate 
somewhere  among  the  documents  which,  perhaps, 
approximjiles  somewhere  to  the  truth;  and  from 
that  it  appears  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  sold  seven  million  five  hundred  and 
aevtnty-ons  thousand  three  hundred  and  fift^-four 
acres  of  those  lands,  leavin§^  yet  unsold  six  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fort^-six  acres,  which,  at  the  usual 
niinimum  price  ofpublic  lands,  would  amount  to 
|R,391,807  50.  The  Government  has  received 
from  thelandsaold,9n,359,947  98.  Thismskes 
about  119,000,000  which  the  Government  will 
have  received.  If  it  shall  sell  all  the  lands  for  the 
minimum  price.  These  lands  were  obtained  from 
fKendly  allies,  without  ever  paying  them  one  far- 
thing, but  by  forcing  them  into  the  position  of 
enemies.  Now,  sir,  at  this  late  da^,  the  com- 
mittee propose  to  pay  them,  as  a  consideration  for 
the  snD|ect-matter  of  this  great  speculation  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  the  sum  to  which  eight 
millions  of  acres  amount  at  six  and  a  quarter 
cents  per  acre— that  is,  (500,000. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Will  the  SeiMtor  allow  me 
to  propose  a  question  to  him  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.    Certainlr. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  It  is  in  reference  to  the 
previous  history  of  this  application.  Why  is  it 
before  us  at  this  late  day  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  give  the  answer  which 
is  given  in  the  memorial  itself.  It  will  be  borne 
in  inind  that,  at  the  lime  of  this  capitulation,  the 
Indians  were  promised  indemnity  for  spoliations 
eommittsd  on  their  personal  property,  their  vil- 
lages, and  honses;  and  $195,000,  I  believe,  were 
appropriated  for  those  personal  losses.  About 
half  that  amount  was  paid  at  an  early  period,  but 
the  balance  was  withheld.  The  reason  why  they 
have  not  ventured  to  present  their  claim  for  these 
lands  isj  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
■atisfkction  for  their  other  injuries  We  know 
tha  fiict  to  be  that,  up  to  1850— the  time  when  this 
elaim  was  broo^ht  before  the  Senate — they  were 
continually  argtng  payment  for  injuries  to  their 
personal  property,  and  they  did  not  get  that  until 
that  htte  day,  when  a  balance  of  |87,000  was  paid 
to  them. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  They  did  not  get  thatte- 
mainder  until  1651? 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  thmk  not.  Bat  tht  cbair- 
aiaii  of  iIm  committee  is,  perhnps,  better  posttd 
on  that  Mbjcct  than  I  am. 


Mr.  TOOMBS.  They  are  getting  some  of  it 
in  this  very  bill .  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Cinanee  reported  a  provision  for  them  as  an 
amendmsnt  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  was  going  on  to  remark 
that  I  believe  they  have  not  all  been  paid  yet. 
They  have  been  prosecuting  another  claim;  they 
have  been  prosecuting  a  demand  which  they  had 
for  injuries  to  their  personal  property,  their  vil- 
lagea,  houses,  &e.,  until  the  time  when  this  claim 
originated;  and,  I  believe,  1  may  safely  say  that 
the  whole  of  the  claim  for  personal  injuries  has 
nqt  yet  been  paid. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  believe  all  have  been  paid, 
with  the  exception  of  two  who  were  left  out  in  the 
census.  That  is  what  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
referred  to,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Yes,  sir.  I  say  a  portion  of 
the  claims  for  injuries  committed  by  the  hostiles 
during  the  last  war,  has  not  yet  been  paid,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  have  reported  ibr 
the  payment  of  some  of  them  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  is  the  only  reason  that 
I  cui  give  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana. Whether  it  be  a  good  one  or  not,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  aigue;  but  I  can  say  that  these  Indians 
have  been  most  singularly  ill-treated,  if  my  judg- 
ment does  not  tiji  me  entirely.  When  they  have 
been  treated  aa  they  were,  it  seems  to  me  not  at 
all  surprising  that  they  should  have  long  since 
despaired  of  getting  anything  like  fair  play  from 
the  Government.  The  Government  made  a 
promise  to  indemnify  them  for  personal  injuries, 
andyetithasdelayed  the  fulfillment  of  thepromise 
till  now.  Is  it  surprising  that  this  should  have 
operated  on  the  Indians,  particularly  when  the 
Government  was  so  prompt  to  make  provision  for 
the  payment  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, of  Alabama,  who  had  sustained  injury  during 
this  war,  and  when  it  so  promptly  set  aside  funds 
to  pay  for  those  damages,  and  when,  after  every- 
thing had  been  proved  up  against  that  fund  which 
could  possibly  be,  there  were  yet  |100,000  of  it 
left,  which  were  paid  over  to  Georgia.  These 
Indians  saw  that  this  sum  of  |100,000,  which 
could  not  be  claimed  by  anybody,  was,  for  some 
cause  or  other,  without  reason,  rhyme,  or  justice, 
absolutely  ordered  to  be  paid  over,  in  gross,  to  the 
Governor  of  Georgia,  and  it  was  done.  The  re- 
siduum of  the  fund  which  was  set  apart  to  pay 
indemnity  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia  could  not  bie 
exhausted  bjrthe  sums  proved,  and  a  balance  of 
$100,000  was  left;  and  General  Jackson  ordered 
It  to  be  'paid  over  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia. 
Since  I  nave  been  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  the  injustice  of  that  provision  was  seen  to 
be  so  cleaV  that  Congress  appropriated  the  money 
to  the  Indians  again.  When  these  facts  are  con- 
sidered, I  do  not  think  it  at  all  wonderful  that 
these  people  should  have  slumbered  on  their 
rights. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Wni  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
correct  him  in  reference  to  General  Jackson  f  1 
will  do  that  old  General,  though  I  have  never 
had  a  very  strolig  regard  for  him,  the  justice  to 
say  that  that  was  not  done  by  him,  but  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  which  was  passed  in  1834.  The 
original  appropriation,  I  believe,  was  for  $340,000 
to  pay  for  certain  damages;  and  in  Mr.  Monroe's 
time  a  numberof  claims  were  ruled  out,  butduring 
General  Jackson's  administration,  the  balance  re- 
ferred to  wae  paid  over  by  legislation  to  Geoigia. 
Mr.  WALKER.  Then  1  take  beck  that  re- 
mark; but  I  thought  I  recollected  enough  of  the 
history  of  the  matter  to  know  that  Congress  had 
not  interposed. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Congress  did  it;  but  being  sat- 
isfied subsequently  of  the  wrong,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  they  committed,  they  passed,  within  the 
last  six  or  seven  years,  an  act  paying  to  the  In- 
diana, the  money  which  had  been  improperly  ap- 
plied to  Georgia.  It  was  paid  to  Geonia  in  1834, 
during  the  administration  of  General  Jackson.  I 
helped,  myself,  in  getting  the  act  passed  for  pay- 
ing the  money  over  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Then  I  will  ask  that  the 
portion  of  my  speech  in  relation  to  General  Jack- 
son be  stricken  out;  for  certainly  there  are  few 
freater  admirers  of  him  and  of  nis  memory  than 
am;  but  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  history  of 
the  transaction  which  I  have  given  was  correct. 
Be  that  point  aa  it  may,  these  Indians  did  not  get 
justice  in  that  particular  until  within  the  last  few 
yean;  sines  I  Wsbeen  here,  I  think  It  was  in  the 


year  1849  or  1850,  that  they  got  justice  done  them 
in  this  respect. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  queMion  for  tks  Senate  to  say 
whether  they  will  matte  this  appropriation  to  thsM 
friendly  Indians  for  what  they  have  certainly  been 
deprived  of.  They  ceded  their  country  to  ua  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  and  they  were  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  it.  The  benefit  of  the  cession  haa 
gone  to  the  United  States.  That  this  Government 
b>n^  since  derived  millions  of  dollars  from  that  for 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  give  these  Indians  a 
small  pittance,  cannot  be  disputed.  If,  however, 
the  Senate  shall  deem  it  now  not  just  to  them,  or 
unjust  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  to 
pay  them  thia  money,  be  it  so.  But  I  think  that, 
when  we  are  entering  upon  something  like  a  per- 
manent policy  for  the  Indians,  we  may,  with  great 
propriety,  look  about  us,  and  see  whether  we  can* 
not  grant  them  their  due.  I  think  we  ought,  aa 
far  as  possible,  to  throw  aside  the -assumption  of 
anything  like  a  position  which  will  place  us  in  tha 
attitude  of  bestowing  charities  on  them.  If  they 
have  anything  due  to  them,  by  which  can  be  cre- 
ated a  fund  for  their  support  and  civilization,  it  ia 
well  that  Congress  ahould  appropriate  it  to  them. 
It  is  better,  I  believe,  to  make  an  appropriation  in 
that  light,  than  to  make  general  appropriationa, 
such  as  were  asked  for  the  other  day  for  the  Califor- 
nia Indians — as  a  matter  of  gratuity.  I  think  the 
policy  is  a  better  one  for  the  country,  to  pay  them 
what  is  found  to  be  justly  their  due,  than  make 
independent  appropriations  for  their  support,  or 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  them.  I  shall 
say  nothing  more  on  the  subjsct  of  this  claim  at 
present. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  move  to  postpone  tho 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-morroVt 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  As  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas stated  yesterday  that  there  was  pressing  Mcso- 
sity  for  an  Executive  session,  I  will  not  interposn 
any  objection  to  the  motion,  but  I  wiah  merely  to 
sxpreas  the  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  take  upt 
and  dispose  of  this  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  To-morrow  is  private  bill  ob> 
jsction  day. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  su^st  to  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  that  if  he  desires  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind,  it  will  be  necessary  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rule,  and  he  must  give  notieeof  itto-dayor  he 
cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  give  notice,  then,  that  i 
will  to-morrow  hioveto  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  ask  if  to-monow  ia 
not  objection  day? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Rusk.) 
It  is. 

Mr.  CHASE.  The  rule  ought  not  to  be  sua- 
pendnd  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  a  atrong  reuron  for 
not  suspending  it  then. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  wish  to  make  one  request 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  as  be  seems  to 
have  investigated  this  subject.  It  is,  that  he  will 
turn  his  mind,  first,  to  the  treaty  of  1818  with  th« 
Creeks,  the  arrangement  made  by  the  party  headed 
by  Mcintosh,  by  whom  the  original  claim  isstatsA 
to  have  been  made;  then  to  the  treaty  of  16S2S  with 
the  same  Indians,  made  by  Mr.  Baroour,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  of  the  late  President,  Mr.  AdsMs; 
then  to  the  treaty  of  1832  made  with  thene  Cre«h«} 
and  ascertain  whether  they  ever  presented  s«ch  a 
claim  in  the  first,  middle,  or  final  adjustment  of 
all  their  demands  against  the  Ooveramant  of  tb* 
United  Statea;  and  whether  this  claim  waa  referred 
to  in  any  one  of  those  negoliaiions.  I  merely 
want  him  to  turn  his  mind  to  it,  and  s««  if  he  eaa 
find  such  a  refersnoe. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  remind  tha  Benatpr 
from  Georgia  that  he  will  find  that  those  treaties 
related  to  a  different  aubject-matter.  They  eoul* 
not  treat  in  relation  to  this  matter,  for  the  eapito- 
laiion  of  Fort  Jackson  of  1814  had  divssted  then* 
of  alt  interest  here.  But  I  will  aay  to  him,  and. 
furthermore,  in  reply  to  the  query  put  to  me  by 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  that  it  will  bs  foand 
that  with  the  inception  of  this  matter  they  pnt 
their  protest  in  form  against  the  treaty  or  capitu- 
lation of  Fort  Jackson;  and  it  will  b*  foiud 
among  the  archives  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  But  did  they,  in  aay  sobse- 
qnant  treaty,  claim  the  payment  of  damage*? 
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Mr.  HUNTER.  That  will  all  eom«  ap  to- 
morrow, when  ihe  qaeition  cooiei  opagftin. 

Mr.  DA  W  SON.  t  mtnlf  wiahad  to  tura  tha 
SanMor'a  attaalion  to  it,  that  ha  may  ba  abla  to 
aaiiary  dm  oa  that  poiat. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  ttopa  ny  molian  to  atupand 
the  rule  will  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

The  PRESlDlNa  OFFICER.  It  wiU  be  an- 
tared. 

The  motion  to  poatpone  was  agreed  to. 
KXECDTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  (he  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
neaa;  and,  after  soma  time  spent  thereio,  the 
4oors  were  reopened. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


BOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     . 
TooUDAT,  Mty  4,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Slickr. 

The  Journal  of  y  eatarday  wm  read  and  approved . 
THJ!  AMERICAN  BOOK  OP  ORATORY. 

The  SPEAKER.  Mr.  John  Egan  addresses 
gte  a  letter  and  sends  a  book,  copies  of  which 
be  desires  Congresa  to  purchase.  If  not  objected 
to,  the  letter  and  book,  without  reading,  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  HAVEN.     Where  is  the  letter  from  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
letter. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  From  what  source  has  it  come  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    From  New  Vork. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion, asking  the  favorable  ebnsideraiion  of  the 
Speaker  to  an  accompanying  book,  and  that  he 
might  present  the  same  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
'  sentatives,  and  ask  Congress  to  aid  him  in  its  cir- 
enlation. 

Before  the  letter  had  been  read  through, 

Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  that  is  enou^ !  What  is  the 
title-page  of  the  book  i 

The  SPEAKER.  The  title-page  of  the  book 
i»  "  The  American  Book  of  Oratory;  orOuardiau 
of  Liberty."    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  we  have  oratory  enough,  and 
too  much,  in  the  House  at  present  I    I  object. 

THB  TERRITORT  OF  ORBGON. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon,  submitted  the  usual 
Msolution  to  close  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Wbolaon  the  stats  of  the  Union  on  bill  No.  316, 
to  amend  the  act  approved  September  S7,  18S3, 
'*  toercatc  the  oflka  of  aarveyor  general  of  Oregon; 
and  also,  an  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved 
February  19, 1858,"  in  iva  mimites  aAer  iu  eon- 
aideraiion  shall  have  been  rsaumed  by  the  eom- 
mhtce. 

.Thaqueation  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
saaolutian— 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  demanded  Ullers. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  move  to  amend  the  motion 
«f  tha  Delegata  ftom  Oregon  by  atriking  out 
**  in"  and  inaerting  in  lieu  thereof  "  fifteen,"  so 
that  dabate  shall  eloae  in  fifUsn  minutes  after  the 
eommittca  ahall  resume  tha  eonsidsralion  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  amend,  by  making 
tha  time  one  boor. 

Mr.  COBB.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  LANE,  laeeapt  the  amendment  propoaad 
by  itia  gentleman  ttom  Misaoori. 

The  queation  then  being  upon  tha  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Lbtchb*,  it  was  pat;  and  the 
amendmmttfaa  not  agfted  to. 

Tha  queation  waa  then  taken  tipon  the  original 
■Mien,  a«  modified;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
BIfROLLBO  BILL. 

Mr.  HGNN,  from  the  Committee  en  Enrolled 
Bills,  here  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  bill 
entitled  *'An  act  to  change  the  name  of <  the  bark 
Albeona  to  Mount  Vernon;"  which  thereupon  re- 
ceived the  signature  of  the  Speaker. 

BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  IN  ITTAU. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on 
Territories  have  directed  me  to  report  a  Joint  rea- 
olution  in  reierenee  to  the  ssttltment  or  the  ex- 
penses of  a  board  of  commiaaionefa  in  Utah.  I 
acnd  it  to  the  Clark  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  raad  a  first  and 
•seood  time  by  its  title,  aa  f«Uowai 


A  joint  resolution  aathorising  tha  accounting 
eflleers  of  tha  Treaaury  to  adjuat  tha  axpensee  of 
a  baard  of  commisaioiiera  appotniad  by  tha  Ter- 
ritorial Assembly  of  Utah  to  prepare  a  coda  of 
lawa. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  referred  lo  tha  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  staw  of  tha  Union,  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  now  move  that  the 
Houea  reaolva  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  iheatataof  the  Union. 

The  queation  waa  put;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to.! 

BVRVETOR  GBRBRAL  OF  OREGON,  ETC. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Phelps  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  waa 
last  in  session  it  had  under  consideration  the  bill 
of  the  House  f  No.  316)  "  to  amend  the  act  ap- 
proved September  97,  1850,  to  create  the  ofSce  of 
surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in  Oregon," 
Ac,  and  also  the  act  amendatory  thereof,  ap- 
proved February  19,  1853. 

The  question  pending  is  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 


Iowa,  [Mr.  Hsnk,]  to  strike  out  in  line  four,  sec- 
tion four,  the  word  " 
word  "  reserved. 


tfon  four,  the  wora  "  granted,"  and  insert  the 


Mr.  HENN.  It  has  been  enstomarr,  in  the 
organization  of  Territories,  to  reserve  lands  fbr  the 
benefit  of  univeraiiies,  and  thus  secure  them  from 
sale,  until  the  Territory  came  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  When  they  are  granted,  I  wish  to  conform 
to  the  usual  custom  in  such  cases,  and  I  have, 
therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "granted" 
and  inaert  "reserved."  If  this  amendment  shall 
be  adopted,  I  will  then  move  to  amend  the  fourth 
line  of  the  same  section,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  and  applied  to,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
word  "for."    The  section  will  then  read: 

Bsc.  4.  JIniU  Ufwrtker  tuacUi,  That,  la  lieo  of  Die 
iwo  lownihipe  uf  land  iranied  to  Ihs  Territonr  of  Orafoa 
bytke  tealfaMetieaortfiea«ta(l8M,lbr  aalvertitiee,  there 
■ball  he  rewrved  lo  each  of  iha  TerriloriM  of  Wsehingloa 
sod  Orefon  l«ro  lownabiM  of  land  of  Itaiitf-six  hcUoiu 
eaeli,  to  beieleeud  in  legal  rabdlvlilodi,  for  univeraity  pur- 
powi,  under  ihe  direelion  of  Iba  Lefieluarei  of  said  Teni- 
loflef,  iee|>eclivelj. 

The  queation  was  severally  taken  on  tha  pro- 
posed amendments,  and  they  were  agreed  to. 
The  sixth  section  waa  read,  aa  follows: 

Sto.  6.  ^ni  U  Ufuriktr  enacted,  Tbtl  all  the  provis- 
ions of  diie  act,  and  die  sett  of  whicb  it  ■•  amendstory, 
•ball  be  extended  ui  all  ibe  leads  in  Oragoa  and  Waabiaf- 
19a  Taniioriee ;  and,  for  Ibe  parpoee  of  cairjria(  nid  ael* 
Into  effect  In  aaid  Territoriee,  Ibe  President  <b*ll  be,  and 
he  it  hereby,  autborised  to  appoint  a  regtMer  and  receiver 
Ibr  each  of  said  Tentietlee,  whoee  pnwere,  doUee,  oMiga- 
lioM,  aad  reeponiiliililies  ^all  be  the  sane  as  are  aaw 
pmcnbsd  by  law  for  other  land  oOieer*  and  for  Ibe  lur- 
reyor  naeral  of  Oregon,  m  Ihr  h  they  apply  in  *uch  ofll- 
eert.  They  •hall  keep  dieir  oAcei  at  nieh  place  as  the 
PrctMeol  efcaH,  froa  dme  to  time,  direct ;  and  dieii  eom- 
peniatton  ibali  be  1^fi09  each  per  anavai,  and  olBee  real ; 
i>ut  they  (bill  he  enliUed  to  no  Ibe*  or  other  emolumentt  of 
any  kind  whauoever,  except  the  receiver's  aeuiai  and  ne- 
cessary expenses  in  deposiung;  and,  on  saiisfiwtory  pmoT 
diet  rlUier  of  said  officers,  or  any  other  officer,  has  ciwrgad 
or  leceired  fees  or  oiber  rrwanb  not  auilMriaed  by  law,  be 
shall  be  fonhvriUi  removed  from  oJBce. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Thia  aeotioa,  as  1  under- 
stand it,  propoaea  to  give  to  locatora  upon  tha 
public  lands  in  tbs  Territory  of  Waabington, 
which  haa  joat  bean  organised,  the  right  to  sell 
out  their  claims,  as  waa  provided  for  Oregon  in 
the  aecond  aection.  Now,  is  that  tha  design  of  it? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  tha  Chair  to  explain  what  will  ba  the 
legal  effect  of  tha  bill;  and  that  ssams  to  ba  ths 
inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  ahoaid  like  to  know 
from  the  geiulaman  from  Oregon  what  ha  pro- 
poaea to  accompliah  by  it? 

Tha  CHAIRMAN.  The  Territory  of  Waab- 
ington having  bean  taken  from  Oregon  Territory, 
and  the  law  having  granted  land  to  settlers  in  the 
latter  Territory;  conaequentiy  thoae  who  lived  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon  prior  to  ita  organiza- 
tion were  entitled,  under  iu  ptoviaions,  to  the 
donations  made;  and  1  presuma  the  objaet  of  this 
bill  is  to  place  the  aaulers  it  the  Territory  of 
Washington  on  the  aama  footing  aa  the  aettlara  in 
tha  Territory  of  Oregon  have  bAo  placed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  then,  it  is  giving  up 
the  landa  altogether. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Unlesatherebapbjeotion, 


the  bill  will  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  tha 
Hoaae,  with  the  recommendation  IktX  it  do  pass. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  waa  laid 
aaida  to  ba  reported  to  the  Houae  aa  indicated. 
SURVEYOR  GENERAL  OF  UTAH. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  billon  the  Cd» 
endar  for  conaideration  is  House  bill  No.  317| 
entitled  "  A  bill  to  establish  theofiica  of  surveyor 
general  of  Utah,  to  gmnt  donations  to  actoal  sate 
tlera  therein,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  HENN.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  riae,  that  general  debate  may  be  dosed  ill 
committee  on  this  bill. 

[Cries  of  "No!"] 

Mr.  KERR.    Is  tha  motion  debatable  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Has  the  bill  been 
yet  under  consideration? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  baa  not  yatbaaa 
read  through. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  rule  aa^a  that  the  bill  ahall 
have  iu  first  consideration  in  committee;  and, 
unless  it  be  considered,  it  will  not  ba  in  order  to 
close  debate  upon  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  hna  been  read  by 
ita  title.  Unless  objected  to,  the  bill  will  be  con- 
sidered aa  having  been  read  through  the  firat  time 
fbr  information. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  That  was  the  motion  which  I 
was  about  to  submit. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise;  and  it  was  disagreed 
to. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  waa  read  for  amebd- 
ment  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Bt  U  maetei,  tc,  That  Uie  President,  by  and  wllta  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senste,  shall  be,  and  be  is  berrby, 
ainlmrlsed  to  appoint  a  snrvsyor  general  for  Undi,  whose 
powef  and  antlionly,  duUes,  eoinpenssUoa,  and  allowaneae 
Ibr  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  kc,  shall  be  Ibe  sane  as 
now  provided  by  law  Ibr  the  surveyor  general  ofCaliramia; 
and  he  shall  locate  his  office,  from  Uae  to  time,  at  saeli 
plaees  as  may  be  diiaeied  by  die  Preaideator  iba  United 
Slates. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  To  make  the  bill  correspond 
with  the  one  passed  on  the  aame  aubject  for  Nev 
Mexico,  1  move  to  strike  out  all  of  the  ssotioa 
after  the  word  "Utah,"  and  in  Ueu  thereof  to 
insert  tha  following: 

Wlieae  annaal  salaiy  shall  ba  93,M0,  and  arboee  poarai^ 
aalboricy,  aad  dnllas  sliaU  be  the  same  as  those  nte- 
vided  by  law  (bt  ibe  snrveyor  general  of  Oregon ;  and  be 
shall  have  proper  allowances  Ibr  clerk  hire,  olBee  rent,  aad 
feel,  not  exceeding  what  now  is  or  beieaner  may  be  al- 
lowed by  law  to  this  said  snrveyor  general  of  Oregon ;  and 
ba  sbsll  locale  bis  office,  fhxn  time  10  lime,  ai  saeh  iriaeas 
as  may  be  directed  by  die  Presidsnt  of  die  United  States. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentlo> 
man  from  Ohio  whether  this  provision  is  preeisaly 
liks  that  in  tha  New  Maxieo  bill  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.    Varbaam. 

Tha  queation  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  DiMBr's 
amendment;  aad  it  was  agreed  to. 

Tha  Clark  then  reported  the  aecond  section. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  In  order  to  make  this  sactioa 
eorrespond  with  tha  ameodmenta  made  <o  tha 
New  Mexico  bill,  I  move  to  strike  ont  from  tha 
first  to  tha  saventaenth  lines,  as  followa: 

"That  to  every  white  male  Amerieaa  etdsea  of  tha 
Uailed  Slatae,  or  to  every  wbtle  aiaie  inhabitant  wbo  has 
declared  bis  inlenUon  to  become  such,  over  Uu  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  wbo  removed  to  and  was  rxsiding  ia 
said  Territory  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1853,  then 
•ball  be,  aad  hereby  is,  doaaled  one  half  seettoa,  or  thraa 
bnndred  and  twaaty  aeree  of  land,  if  single,  but  it  married, 
one  secUon,  or  six  hundred  and  Tony  acres ;  and  10  eacE 
while  male  American  eldxea,  who  sliall  have  removed,  or 
shall  remove  lo,  sad  selde  in  said  Territory,  between  the 
1st  day  of  January,  ISSS,  aad  the  1st  4ay  of  January,  1818, 
there  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  donated  one  qaaitsr.  seeiioa, 
or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  if  a  single  man,  or  if  mai- 
ried,  one  half-reeUon,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
on  coBdidao  ofaetual  seulementaad  eolUvadon  for  not  lesa 
diaa  Csur  years," 

and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  tha  following: 

That  to  every  while  male  cidzen  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  every  white  male,  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who 
ba*  declared  bla  ielanttoa  to  baeome  a  eWaaa,  and  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  said  Territory,  or  wba.prlor  lo  the  AM 
day  of  January,  1856,  shall  remove  10  aad  settle  in  saU 
Territory,  and  sbaii  eondnue  to  reside  therein,  be  donated 
a  quarter  secdon  or  a  hundred  and  sixty  seres,  on  condi- 
tioa  of  aetaal  seulementaad  coldvaifcia  for  not  lass  ibaa 
four  years. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  daaire  la  state,  for  tha  iD< 
formation  of  tha  oommittaa,  that  it  is  tbeidsntieal 
amandmant  adoptsd  in  tha  New  Msxico  bill  ra> 
porlad  by  the  aommittsa  to  tha  House  on  ysataco 
day. 
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The  qantion  wbr  then  token  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  ^as  agreed  to. 
The  third  section  was  then  read,  aa  follows: 

8tc.  3.  Jl"''  htUfmlktT  tnacted,  Thai  on  proof  of  Mttle- 
ment  ind  culUvaUon,  u  required  by  tlili  act,  lo  the  satia- 
Actinn  of  the  surveyor  general,  or  other  officer  designated 
by  law  for  ihni  purpose,  mbjeci  10  Ihe  superviiion  of  the 
eecreiary  of  Ihe  Interior,  a  dtrtifleaw  shall  be  iMued  to  tbe 
Mrty  entitled,  on  preaenlaiion  of  which,  if  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  a  pateut  ahall  iiwue  thereon  : 
Proviied,  ^oufever,  Tbat  on  the  death  of  any  such  settler, 
before  the  completion  of  tbe  four  years' occupancy  and  cul- 
livation  required  by  this  act,  the  right  shall  descend  to  his 
knainuai  law,  who  shall  b«  entitled  to  a  certiAcate  and  patent 
ae  aforesaid  on  proof,  as  before  provided,  of  continued  oc- 
eaponcy  and  cuftivauon  by  such  settler  to  tbe  time  of  bis 
deatli:  iVocUed,  Aoireser,  That  wlien  lands  are  claimed 
Qnder  any  of  tlut  pnivisions  of  this  act  by  persons  who  are 
not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  paieots  shall  not  issue 
^erefor  until  they  liecoine  citizens :  ^nd  jyrovided  furlher. 
That  tbe  beneflts  of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  person 
who  shall  now,  or  at  any  time  bereatter,  be  the  buaband  of 
ttore  than  one  wife. 

Mr.  BBRNHISEL.  I  move  to  amend  the 
third  section  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"citizen,"  in  the  ei^teenth  line,  being  the  laat 
proviso. 

Mr.  H  A^VE^.  I  hope  the  committee  will  adopt 
the  amendment  of  the  Delegate  from  (Jtah,  [Mr. 
BeaNHisEL.]  One  reaaon  ia,  that  I  do  not  desire, 
by  anjr  legislation  which  we  may  enact  here,  to 
tecognize  any  auch  institution  as  that  in  Utah. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  think  it  would  be  as  well 
to  leave  this  matter  alone;  but  the  only  objection 
I  have  to  it  is,  that  the  committee  did  not  apply 
the  same  sort  of  provision  to  gentlemen  who  are 
to  get  |3,000  a  year  out  there  in  the  way  of  sala- 
ries. 1  cannot  understand  why  a  section  of  the 
bill  was  reported  authorizing  a  salary  of  $3,000 
to  be  paid  to  men  who  had  half  a  dozen  wives 
without  any  restriction  whatever,  and  why  this 
third  seation  should  be  reported  with  a  reatrirtion 
confined  to  settlers  alone.  My  object  in  rising 
was  to  ascertain  from  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  the  reaaon  fi)r  this  dis- 
crimination, why  the  settler  should  be  punished 
for  having  more  wives  than  one,  while  office- 
bolders,  who  are  in  the  receipt  of  lorge  salaries, 
Bot  only  have  the  benefit  of  money,  but  of  the 
women  to  boot,    [Laufrhter.] 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  I  do  not  M6 
that  this  discrimination  is  anv  worse  than  that  «f 
inaerting  the  word  "  white  "  in  theae  territorial 
bills.  I  do  not  see  that  it  ia  legislating  in  favor  of 
any  worse  institution  than  we  have  already  pre- 
pared to  establiah  by  making  this  other  discrim- 
ination in  favor  of  white  citizens  alone.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  any  worse  than  legislating  in  favor 
of  an  institution  which  knows  nothing  of  mar- 
riage between  a  large  claaa  of  people,  which  does 
not  even  regulate  the  institution  of  marriage  in 
any  form  whatever.  And  yet,  with  all  the  defects 
of  Utah,  they  have  some  regalalion  as  to  the  rela- 
tion of  man  and  woman.  And  it  seems  to  me,  aa 
far  at  I  can  discover,  that  the  institution  of  the 
South  is  calculated  to  denationalize  our  Territo- 
riea,8nd  to  prepare  them  to  introduce  a  system  of 
promiscuous  concubinage,  so  far  as  one  portion 
of  the  commanity  ia  concerned,  and  to  give  one 
portion  of  the  community  full  power  and  control 
over  another  portion  of  the  community. 

I  do  not  particularly  object  to  thia  amendment, 
anlefa  the  other  amendment  ia  also  carried;  and  I 
see  no  good  policy  in  making  such  a  distinction 
M  Ibis.  I  would  as  lief  have  Utah  come  into  this 
Union  with  their  defective  institutions  as  to  have 
a  slave  State  come  into  it.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  ia  more  evil  in  the  one  than  there  is  in  the 
other;  but  I  am  opposed  to  the  admiesion  of  either 
withotit  conformity  to  the  general  and  well  eet- 
tled  principles  of  the  moral  laws ,  as  they  are  known 
and  untferatood  by  every  reaaonable  man. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
only  take  occaaion  to  remark,  that  nothing  sur- 
prises me  more  than  to  hear  gentlemen  who  never 
were  in  a  slave  State,  perhaps,  in  their  lives,  dis- 
course tx  ealhahv  on  the  character  of  our  institu- 
tions. Now,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
(Mr.  Davis]  speaks  upon  this  subject  as  though 
a  common  indiscriminate  intercourse  of  the  sexes 
existed  among  a  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
•onthem  States.  But  I  would  have  that  member 
to  understand  that  the  tie  of  marriage  is,  in  many 
rc^MCta,  to  a  very  large  extent,  as  sacredly 
observed  among  the  negroes  of  the  South  as  it  ia 
among  the  people  from  whom  he  eomes.  And  I 
do  not  beattate  to  say  that  the  criine  of  inconti- 


nence  la  aa  rare  in  the  aoathem  States  as  it  is  in 
the  great  State  of  Rhode  laland.  If,  however, 
the  gentleman  from  that  State  ia  prepared,  in  con- 
nection with  thia  subject,  to  get  up  and  juanfy 
the  institution  of  Mormoniam — an  institution 
which  authorizes  a  man  to  have  as  many  wivea 
aa  he  can  maintain — if,  I  say,  he  is  prepared  to 
maintain  such  an  institution  as  that,  on  so  poor  a 
pretext,  let  him  go  home  and  justify  himaelf  to 
tlia  constituency.  1  hope,  sir,  the  provision  will 
not  be  striken  out.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  CosB.] 

Mr.  COBB.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  propounded  a  queation 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Landa.  Aa  he  haa  not  anawered  that  interroga- 
tory, I  will  do  it  for  him.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  did  not,  perhapa,  have  the  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  circumstances  attending  the  intro- 
duction of  thia  proviaion  into  the  bill.  He  was 
not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  when 
that  provision  was  discussed  and  resolved  on. 
But  I  can  give  an  answer  lor  myself  to  the  ques- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir«tnia. 

Sir,  1  advocated  that  provision  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  shall  advocate  it  here,  believing  that 
it  is  right.  I  believe  that  thia  Government,  when 
they  propose  to  grant  donaliona  without  any  par- 
ticular consideration,  ahould — and  it  is  their  prov- 
ince to— discriminate  and  encourage  that  class  for 
whose  peculiar  advantage  these  donations  are 
intendedf. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Tbat  ia  not  the  point  of  my 
question. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  coming  to  the  other  point  in 
a  moment.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  apeaks 
of  giving  large  salaries  to  persons  occupying  the 
poattion  which  I  understand  theGovernor  of  Utah 
does.  Now,  without  intending  any  disrespect 
even  to  the  Delegate  from  that  Territory,  I  vA\l 
say  that  I  am  myself  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
encouraeing  theae  individuals  by  giving  them 
lai^e  salaries.  And  so  far  as  my  own  actiiin  is 
concerned,  I  am  opposed  to  increasing  their  sala- 
ries. And  when  the  time  comes,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  find  that  my  opposition  ia  reel 
and  sincere. 

As  I  have  been  the  zealous  advocate  from  the 
firat  of  ingrafting  on  the  bill  the  provision  now 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  I  desire  to  propound 
a  few  questions  to  the  Delegate  from  Utah,  which, 
if  he  anawera  to  my  satisfaction,  I  may,  perhaps, 
and  in  all  probability  wilt,  vote  for  striking  out 
thepfovision  to  which  he  objects. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  internipt  him  a  moment. 

Mr.  COBB.  But  I  want  to  propound  a  ques- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Utah. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Exactly;  but  as  mv  friend 
from  Alabama  haa  not  got  exactly  to  the  right 
point,  I  want  to  bring  him  to  it  before  he  under- 
takes to  catechiae  the  gentleman  from  Utah. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  want  to  catechise  the 
gentleman.  I  wish  only  to  propound  a  question 
or  two. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  wish  to  know,  while  you 
will  vote  for  this  restriction  to  the  third  section  of 
this  bill,  why  you  did  not  put  the  like  restriction 
upon  the  first  section,  which  relates  to  tbe  salaries 
of  officers,  dU.? 

Mr.  COBB.  Permit  me  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  my  vote,  when  I  come  to  vote  upon  tbe  bill, 
will  answer  his  question. 

But  I  wish  to  put  a  few  queations  now  to  the 
Delegate  from  Utah,  [Mr.  Bernbisel.]  I  may 
have  been  too  rigid  in  the  principlea  which  I 
have  been  aeeostomed  to  entertain,  and  I  desire  to 
propound  a  few  questions  to  the  Delegate  from 
that  Territory,  with  a  view  to  correct  my  own 
judgment,  if  it  should  appear  to  be  wrong. 

As  I  have  been  upon  former  occasions,  so  I 
am  now,  disposed  to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  right; 
and  if  I  have  formed  an  incorrect  idea  of  the  prac- 
tices which  exist  in  Utah,  and  Of  the  actions  of 
individuals  there,  I  may  be  doin^  great  injustice 
to  them  by  advocating  the  retention  of  this  pro- 
viao  in  the  bill.  I  will  accordingly  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ulah»whether  this  proviso,  which 
limits  tbe  benefits  of  this  act  to  persona  who  have 
now,  or  hereafter  have,  only  one  wife,  will,  in  bia 
opinion,  work  any  very  considerable  injustice  or 
hardahip  to  any  considerable  number  of  the  inhab^ 
iianta  of  the  Territory  of  Utah  ? 


1  do  not  desire  to  do  any  great  injustice  to  any 
set  of  people,  or  to  any  individuails;  and  if  th« 
gentleman,  the  D^e^t*  from  Utah,  will  tell  m« 
that  tbe  proviso  will  work  any  great  haidabm  to 
a  conaiderable  number  of  indiviiJuals  in  the  Ter< 
ritory  which  he  represents,  I  may  perhapachang* 
my  mind  and  views  upon  this  question.  Unlil  f 
am  satisfied  upon  that  point,  I  muat  insist,  so  far 
as  my  vote  ia  concerned,  upon  the  retention  of  th« 
proviso  in  thirbill. 

It  it  a  most  wholeaome  provi8o,and  one  whicb 
the  Government  ought  to  tee  carried  out.  Tha 
principle  that  an  individual  ehooM  have  only  on* 
wife  ia  a  good  one,  and  should  be  supported.  1 
hope  the  proviso  will  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  In  answer  to  the  que*. 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  I  will  state 
that  the  proviso  will  work  injury  to  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  xerr^ 
tory  of  Utah.  The  more  wives  a  man  haa,  tk« 
more  farms  he  oeeda  to  support  them.  {Laughter.} 

Mr.  COBB.  That  it  all  I  wanted  to  know,  and 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  response  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  OIDDINOS.  If  there  ia  any  one  featnr* 
of  legialation  which  ahould  be  adhered  to  by 
atateamen,  it  is  that  of  dealing  out  the  sai^e  meaa> 
ure  of  Justice  to  all  who  are  afTectrd  by  their 
legislation.  Now,  sir,  for  weeks  and  months,  I 
have  aat  here  and  heard  gentlemen  denounce  alt 
attempta  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  institu- 
tiona  of  our  Territories.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  discussion  upon  the  Nebraska  ques- 
tion to  this  day,  aearcely  a  southern  man  ha« 
tpoken  who  haa  not  sneered  at,  conilemned,  and 
repudiated  all  attempts  "to  inUtftn  ttitk  iht  tUmut- 
tie  in<(iiulto7U  ofmir  Ttrritoritt."  They  are  now 
in  favor  of  interfering  with  the  domestic  institu- 
tion of  marriage  in  Utah,  among  the  Mormons. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  this  practice  of 
facing  to  the  "  right  and  left,"  and  to  the  "  right 
about"  and  "  left  about"  at  the  bidding  of  aome 
drill  sei^eant.  How  long  are  we  to  sit  here  and 
see  eentlemen  assume  one  position  to-day  and 
another  to-morrow  i  When  will  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor  learn  that  the  people  of  thia  great  nation 
expect  something  like  eonHiUius  of  action  on  th» 
part  of  their  atalesmen  ? 

I  am  earnest  upon  this  subject.  I  am  myself  iit 
favor  of  this  proviso,  taken  as  an  independent 
propotition.  It  is  in  favor  of  morality,  of  pro- 
priety, of  decency,  and  good  order.  But  I  never 
will  ^o  for  it  while  we  legialate  for  slavery  in  our 
Territories,  and  the  admission  of  slave  State*,  and 
permit  the  inhabitanta  of  Nebraaka  lo  makemah 
regulations  in  regard  to  their  domestic  inslitutiDns, 
including  slavery  and  unlimited  eoneubinaf*. 
I  would  deal  out  to  tbe  Mormon  the  samemearar* 
of  juatic*  and  freedom  that  I  would  give  to  the 
citizens  of  Nebraska,  with  their  hundreda  of  con- 
cubines. I  will  permit  the  Mormon  to  enjoy  hi* 
dozen  wives,  and  i  believe  1  oooM  do  it  with  a 
great  deal  better  consoience  than  I  oonld  give  tb* 
alaveholder  the  privilege  of  an  tmlimited  nombcr 
of  concubines. 

Now,  air,  when  tbe  MomiMi  miurrie*,  he  doe* 
it  openly  before  tbe  pubiic.  Tbe  act  ia  lawftiUy 
rcgiatered;  and,  when  it  ha*  taken  pkiee,  tM 
woman  aaaumea  and  take*  the  aame  standing  ia 
society  and  in  theoommunity  as  her  husband.  Ha 
recognizee  heraahi*  lawful  partner.  His  children 
ire  legitimate.  They  are  eduoated;  they  am 
taught  to  understand  the  laws  of  the  country,  and 
it*  Constitution.  They  become  enlightened  and 
intelligent,  and  may  become  uaefiil  members  of  the 
eomra  unity. 

Sir,  the  Mormon  doe*  not  •til  hi*  wife,  nor  does 
he  sell  his  children.  No,'*ir.  6od*forbid.  Tba 
Mormon  recognize*  bis  child  a*  entitled  to  hit 
care,  to  his  attention,  to  his  protection,  to  ifat 
privileges  of  education.  He  doeanotsell  his  own 
offspring  to  a  slave  dealer.  No,  air;  no,  air.  The 
gentleman  over  the  way,  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  saya  that  negroea  in  the  South  are  entitled 
to  marriage.  Why,  air,  am  I  to  stand  here  altbi* 
day  and  proclaim  that  there  ia  no  such  institulitm 
aa  legal  marriage  among  three  millions  of  slaves  in 
the  u  nited  States  ?  A  iSct  of  which  we  all  are  eon- 
tcions.  Is  it  not  truethat  the  gentleman  who  has 
made  the  declaration,  would  sell  the  wifkof  hit 
stave  to-morrow,  if  he  could  get  his  price  for  her? 
Or,  that  he  would  do  worse,  perhaps?  That  there 
it  no  law  in  Virginia  to  protect  tliat  female  from 
tbe  ontrage*  of  a  brutal  owner.  Are  we  to  ait 
b*r*,  month  atitr  month,  and  hear  discussion*  in 
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fitvor  of  promiacoous,  unlimited  coocubinage  io 
the  South,  and  then  turn  rouad  and  pass  laws 
limiiing  the  Mormons  in  Utah  in  respect  to  mar- 
riage? Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  will  adopt  a  rule  1 
will  foUew  it.  I  would  deal  out  the  same  measure 
of  justice  to  the  Mormons  that  I  would  give  to 
those  of  Nebraska.  1  would  exclude  slavery  and 
polygamy  from  both,  and  from  all  Territories. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  do  not  rise  to  reply  to  any- 
thing which  has  fallen  from  thegenilemanfrom  Ohio , 
{Mr.  GiDDiKGs]  who  has  just  taken  hia  seat,  fori 
could  not,  nor  could  any  man  who  knew  what  was 
4lue  to  himself,  or  what  was  due  to  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  House  of  which  he  is  a  member,  trust 
bimaelf  to  reply  to  such  language  as  has  fallen 
from  that  gentleman.  I  leave  him  to  his  own  con- 
•eience,  and  to  the  reprobation  of  his  constitu- 
ents; and  if  neiiher  of  them  can  serve  as  a  moni- 
tor, 1  shall  not  undertiike  to  correct  or  counsel 
him.    I  have  no  further  reply  to  make  to  him. 

1  rose,  sir,  when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ob- 
tained the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my 
entire  concurrence  in  the  motion  to  strike  out  this 
provision.  I  say  that  it  is  a  provision  which  has 
DO  parallel  in  the  legislation  of  this  country.  It 
is  another  step  onward  in  the  progress  of  ceniraj- 
ization  on  the  part  of  this- Government,  of  which 
this  Congress  nas  already  given  some  strong  evi- 
dences. We  are  not  only  now  undertaking  to 
regulate  the  industry  of  the  country,  to  regulate 
the  education  of  the  country ,  to  become  the  general 
almoner  for  all  its  charities;  but  we  are  now  under- 
taking to  regulate  its  moroJUy.  Sir,  where,  in  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  will  any  gentleman  point 
me  to  a  precedent  where  such  a  provision  as  this 
has  ever  been  annexed  to  any  legislation  of  Con- 

fress  ?  Why,  sir,  in  the  homestead  bill  which  this 
louse  has  passed,  was  there  any  provision  that  no ' 
man  shall  becomen  settlerwho  had  been  an  adult- 
erer; that  no  man  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  a  homestead  who  had  taken  the  life  of  his 
brother,  or  who  had  committed  a  larceny,  or 
any  crime  wbaterer?  Is  there  to  be  found  such 
a  provision  in  any  of  our  laws  making  donations 
«f  land  to  settlers?  Why  is  it  that  in  this  bill, 
in  reference  to  the  only  Territory  where  this 
is  regarded  aa  a  legal  institution,  this  provision 
is  inserted.  Why,  sir,  if  in  Utah,  which  is  an  or- 
ganized Territory  governing  itself,  the  marriage 
«f  more  than  one  wife  is  illegal,  it  is  punishable 
there  as  a  crime;  and  if  legal,  it  is  a  most  extraor- 
dinary thing,  that  having  permitted  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  Territory  where  this  is  a  known  legal 
institution,  that  when  we  pass  bills  for  that  Terri- 
tory we  exclude  from  its  bene&ts  all  the  persons 
who  are  living  in  said  Territory, 

Why, sir,  Isay  that  there  is  no  principle  what- 
ever on  which  this  is  founded;  and  the  remark  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Lbtcher]  to 
the  inquiry  was  perfectly  legitimate.  For  if  we 
exclude  these  men  from  the  benefit  of  settlements 
on  the  land,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  in  the 
commission  of  a  crime,  why,  I  ask,  do  you  not 
annex  the  same  condition  to  the  salaries  of  the 
important  officers  in  the  same  country  ?  You  have 
given  salaries  to  the  Governor  and  judicial  officers 
af  that  Territory.  Why,  then,  has  not  this  con- 
dition been  annexed  to  those  salaries? 

I  say  that  Confess  has  nothing  to  do  whatever 
with  this  transaction.  We  are  disposing  of  the 
public  land.  It  is  not  necessary  or  proper  for  this 
Crovernment  to  make  this  condition.  How  is  it 
to  be  worked  out?  Who  is  to  investigate  the 
iact  ?  If  you  are  making  a  provision,  it  ought  to 
be  a  provision  with  some  sanction;  there  should' 
be  some  mode  of  enforcing  it.  What  provision 
is  there  here  for  ascertaining  the  fact  whether  llie 
party  is  entitled  to  make  the  entry  ? 

To  what  tribunal  have  you  delegated  the  inquiry 
to  know  whether  the  person  applying  for  this  benefit 
is  subjea  to  the  condition  ?  Sir,  there  is  nothing 
of  all  this;  and  it  looks  to  me  to  be  most  out  of 
place,  and  most  inopportune.  It  is  certainly  wiih- 
otit  the  slightest  precedent  in  the  past  history  of 
the  country;  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  will  prevail. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  For  tbe  present,  I  am  not 
very  particular  whether  this  provision  is  retained 
in  tbe  bill  or  not.  I  believe  that  Congress  has 
the  risht  to  intervene  in  the  regulation  of  all  mat- 
ters tnat  appertain  to  the  welfare  and  morals  of 
the  people  who  may  settle  in  this  Territory.  I 
subscribe  fully  to  the  doctrine  of  intervention,  so 
Cur  as  the  peo{4e  of  the  Territories  «re  concerned 


during  their  territorial  existence.  I  believe  that 
in  every  Stale  of  this  Union  it  is  made  a  high  of- 
fense to  have  more  than  one  wife,  l^al  and  moral. 
It  is  regarded  by  public  sentiment  as  a  moral 
offense,  and  it  is  made  by  law  a  penal  offense;  and 
I  believe  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  interpose  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  providing  that  the  recipient 
of  its  bounties  shall  not  perpetrate  a  great  moral 
wrong. 

But  I  rose  more  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to 
the  suggestion  that  was  made  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Alabama,  who  says  that  our  legis- 
lation is  tending  strongly  to  centralization  and 
consolidation.  I,  like  my  colleague,  [Mr.  GiD- 
DiMGs,]  desire  to  see  something  uke  consistency 
here.  I  ha<re  always,  during  my  whole  career, 
opposed  this  doctrine  of  centralization.  The  gen- 
tleman professes  to  be  in  favor  of  State  rights, 
and  in  favor  of  having  public  sentiment  reflected 
in  the  halls  of  legislation;  and  yet,  I  apprehend, 
that  no  member  in  this  House  more  readily  yields 
an  acquiescence  in  the  suggestions  which  come 
from  the  other  end  of  the  avenue  than  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Alabama.  Consolidation 
and  centralization !  Who  is  more  ardently  in 
favor  of  the  bill  which  is  now  before  this  House, 
and  which  we  are  notified  will  be  pressed  forward 
next  week — I  allude  to  the  Nebraska  bill — than 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama?  What  voice  came 
here  calling  for  that  bill  to  repeal  the  Missouri 
compromise,  from  any  sovereign  State  of  this 
Union,  by  resolves  of  its  Legislature,  or  by  the 
declaration  of  the  popular  masses  assembled  in 
j|i8tricts,  in  countii-s,  in  townships,  or  in  town 
meetings?  None,  sir;  it  is  an  edict  from  the 
White  House.  I  am  in  favor  of  State  rights 
and  of  popular  rights,  and  am  for  resisting  all 
attempts  that  may  be  made  to  overwhelm  in  the 
halls  of  legislation  that  which  is  known  to  be  the 
seniiment  of  the  people  of  this  land.  Sir,  it 
sounds  strangely  to  me  to  hear  a  gentleman  con- 
demning that  which  may  seem  to  be,  in  this  in- 
stance, centralization  and  consolidation,  who  is  in 
favor  of  hurrying  through  in  hot  haste  a  measure 
thiu  is  to  affect  a  vast  empire  in  the  future,  when 
no  voice  has  been  raised  from  any  State  or  from 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  land  in  favor 
of  It. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  remind 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  that  he 
must  confine  bis  remarks  to  the  subject  immedi- 
ately under  discussion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  considering  this  doe- 
trine  of  centralization  and  consolidation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  again 
remind  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  the  discue- 
sion  must  be  confined  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  in  favor  of  State 
sovereignty  and  popular  rights,  and  1  would  to- 
day, if  1  could,  before  the  sun  sets,  give  the  pub- 
lic domain,  were  it  necessary  to  do  so,  to  construct 
between  this  Capitol  and  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue  a  eulf  so  wide  and  deep  that  it  would  be 
impassable.  I  would  fill  it,  if  I  could  do  so,  with 
burning  lava  from  the  hottest  crater  of  Vesuvius, 
so  that  no  member  from  Alabama,  or  Ohio,  or 
any  other  State  of  this  Union,  could  ucertain 
what  was  tl^e  Executive  will  in  regard  to  pending 
bills.  I  would  have  a  sort  of  subterranean  tele- 
graph, so  that  we  might  understand  that  the  laws 
of  the  land  were  executed;  but  I  would  never  per- 
mit a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
know  what  was  the  presidential  will  in  reference 
to  measures  before  this  body.  Resistance  to  cen- 
tralization and  consolidation  was  the  doctrine  to 
which  1  subscribed  in  early  youth,  in  the  contest 
of  1832,  when  1  first  became  a  voter,  when  I 
looked  upon  the  record  of  public  doings  and  saw 
in  what  manner  the  Executive  power  of  this  coun- 
try controlled  popular  will.  There  was  a  veto  sent 
down,  yesterday,  to  the  other  Chamber 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  remind 
tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  he  is  noliu  order  in 
referrins  to  what  took  place  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  b^  pardon 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Are  we  not  aoting  under  a 
special  order? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  snnpose  we  shall  be 
considering  this  veto  some  of  these  days,  and  i 
hope  we  shall  hear  then  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  [Mr.  PbillipiI.  something 
more  about  this  doctrine  of  centralization  and 
consolidation  of  power. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.    If  the  gentleman  desires  to 


know  what  i  would  do  in  reference  to  the  veto,  I 
will  inform  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  he  wifl 
find  me  one  of  its  warmest  advocates,  because  of 
the  principle  of  State  rights  which  I  have  advo- 
cated. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  will  remind 

tentlemen  that  the  veto  is  not  under  diaeusaioa 
ere. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  when  the  veto  mes- 
sage does  come  here  that  we  shall  meet  this  matter 
of  consolidation, compare  notes,  and  go  back  and 
trace  the  whole  history  of  the  country ,  and  see  whc 
has  sustained  Executive  usurpations  when  in  coa- 
flict  with  the  public  will. 

Mr.  ORR.     i  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  has  been  intimated  to 
me  that  I  am  perhaps  taking  too  lar^;  a  latitude. 
Perhaps  I  am  making  an  old-fashioned  Whig 
speech;  and  it  may  be  proper  that  1  should  diraw 
my  remark's  to  a  cloee.  1  wish  it  distinctly  un- 
derstood that  I  am  a  friend  of  these  Territoriea. 
I  have  assisted  the  honorable  gentleman,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  as  far 
as  I  could,  to  facilitate  territorial  businf^,  and 
I  think  the  Delegates  of  the  Territories  will  bear 
me  witness  that  1  am  friendly  to  these  Territories, 
and  anxious  to  have  the  business  relating  to  them 
disposed  of. 

Although  this  is  a  fruitful  theme,  and  one  on 
which  I  am  not  only  ready  now,  but  shall  be 
ready  in  the  future,  to  meet  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  yet  I  do  not  wish  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  committee  under  such  eircuni' 
stances;  and  therefore  I  resume  my  seat  until  a 
more  appropriate  occasion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, 1  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  question  of 
consolidation  or  centralization,  nor  will  I  discuss 
theother  question  broached  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,. [Mr.  Campbell,]  as  to  Executive  dictation. 
There  is  one  point,  however,  on  which  I  will  say 
that  I  totally  disagree  with  that  gentleman,  and  that 
is  the  wish  expressed  by  him  of  placing  a  gulf  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  Pres- 
idential MSnsion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Such  as  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  members  going  there  to  know  how 
they  are  to  vote  on  questions  before  Congress. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not  know  that  any 
members  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  President 
for  that  purpose 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  I  spoke 
rather  hastily  on  that  point,  and  therefore  nope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  will  allow  me  to 
correct  myself.  It  was  a  figurative  expression 
that  I  used;  and  what  I  meant  by  it  was,  that  I 
would  have  such  a  gulf  between  the  President|,al 
Mansion  and  both  Houses  of  Congress  as  would 
prevent  members  from  going  there  to  inquire  and 
be  instructed  what  way  they  should  vote,  which 
would  relieve  the  If  gislalive  branch  of  Government 
from  presidential  pressure.  That  is  all  that  I 
meant. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not  know,  I  say,  Mr. 
Chairman,  how  the  fact  may  be  as  to  members 
going  to  the  White  House  for  instructions.  I 
Know  that  it  is  the  business  of  the  President,  un- 
der certain  circumstances,  to  communicate  his 
opinions  on  particular  subjects  to  Congress.  But 
I  do  not  know  that  individual  members  go  there 
for  such  a  purpose.  However,  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  this  matter. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  speaks  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill;  and  he  speaks  of  an  effort  being  made 
to  push  it  through  this  House  in  hot  haste.  He 
said  that  no  State  of  the  Union  has  yet  spoken 
on  this  subject.  How  does  this  matter  stand  ? 
Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  here  for 
three  or  four  months  discussing  this  bill.  Is  that 
hot  haste  ?  As  to  there  having  been  no  voice  from 
any  State  of  the  Union  in  favor  of  it,  now  how 
does  this  also  stand  ?  Sir,  the  State  of  Georgia, 
I  know,  has  spoken;  her  resolves  in  favor  of  that 
bill  are  upon  yourtable.  The  Stale  of  Louisiana, 
too,  hasspoken.  OtherStateshavespoken.  And, 
sir,  I  see  that  the  other  day  there  was  a  meeting  in 
the  gentleman's  own  State,  (Ohio,)  a  town  meet- 
ing— a  primary  meeting — on  the  subject  of  the 
Nebraska  bill.  Sir,  Stales  have  spoken,  and  th'{ 
masses  are  rising  in  various  <]uarters,  demanding^ 
action  on  the  bill .  Can  the  friends  of  that  measures 
then  be  charged  with  acting  in  *\hot  haste"  oif 
the  subject ' 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN,  (inurrupting.)    Tbe  ggn- 
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tleroan  from  Georgia  [Mr.  STErHBWs]  ia  travfl- 
ing  a  little  out  of  the  record. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman, 
perhaps  I  am.  Bat  I  am  now  through  on  that 
point 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  What  I  in- 
tended to  say  was,  that  prior  to  the  introduction 
of  this  element  of  commotion,  none  of  the  States, 
none  of  the  people  had  expressed  any  desire  for 
it. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Sir.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  only  want  to  set  myself 
right. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    I  am  extremely  sorry,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  have  to  interrupt  the  genuenun; 
but  all  this  is  out  of  order. 
,  Mr.  STEPHENS.    Well,  I  shall  try  to  keep 
u  order. 

The   CHAIRMAN.     The  gentleman   from 
Georgia  will  proceed  in  order. 
.  Mr.  STEPHENS.    Well,  Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  The  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  I  think,  misunderstood  my 
remarks.  I  wish  to  set  him  right:  that  1  may  be 
understood  as  I  intended  1  should. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  whole  of  this  discus- 
•ion  and  explanation^  are  out  of  ord  er.  The  Chair 
lias  indulged  the  gentlemen  in  a  Tery  great-lati- 
tude; but  I  trust  that  members  will  now  confine 
themselres  to  the  matter  under  consiiteration. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  If 
I  understand  it  correctly,  the  Chair  decides  that 
under  the  special  order,  members  of  the  commit- 
tee have  no  right  to  discuss  anything  except  con- 
nected with  the  bill  under  discussion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  was  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  I  be- 
lieve, is  about  conforming  to  that  decision.  The 
Chair  permitted  an  ample  latitude  to  the  discus- 
sion which  has  taken  place  between  the  gentlemen 
flt>m  Ohio  and  Georgia;  and  perhaps  they  en- 
croached a  little  upon  the  rule.  But  they  were 
desirous  to  set  themselves  right.  « 

Mr:  DUNHAM.    Is  it  loo  late  to  take  an 

'  l>be  CHAIRMAN.  The  debate  has  slightlv 
Mcroached  upon  theVule,  and  the  gentleman  will 
proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    I  desire  to  take  an  appeal. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  It 
the  gentlemen  from' Indiana  in  order  in  interrupt- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Georgia  while  he  was  pro- 
ceeding strictly  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  But  one  question  of  onler 
can  be  entertained  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  hope  I  am  not  out  of  order 
because  the  gentleman  from  Iiouisiana  did  nothear 
me. 

Mr.  HUNT.  The  gentleman  was  interrupting 
the  gentleman  from  Qeoigia  while  speaking  in 
order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  understand  that  the  Chair 
decides  that  the  gentleman  may  discuss  questions 
not  connected  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  Chair  has  decided  nothine  of 
the  kind,  except  that  gentlemen  must  proceed  in 
the  discussion  in  order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    What  is  the  decision  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  question  of 
order,  except  that  which  has  been  raised  by  the 
ccntleroan  from  Indiana  himself,  and  that  ia,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  not  speakin;  in 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  the  floor, 
•nd  will  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  should  have 
finished  my  remarks  in  the  time  which  has  been 
consumed  with  the  discussion  of  the  question  of 
order.  My  main  object  in  rising  was  to  declare 
my  opposition  to  the  principles  and  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbbi.l]  on  the 
merits  of  the  proviso  under  consideration  in  tela. 
I  allude  to  the  position  assumed  by  him,  that  Uie 
Peneral  Government  has  not  only  the  right,  but 
that  it  is  its  duty  to  interfere  in  cases  of  morals, 
•nd  to  erect  such  a  standard  of  morals  in  the  Ter- 
ritories as  Congress  may  think  proper.  I  put  it 
to  the  good  sense  and  mature  consideration  of  that 
gentleman,  if  this  bill  were  to  grant  lands  to  every 
body  who  should  be  a  Presbyterian,  a  Methodist, 
a  Catholic,  or  of  any  other  particular  denomina- 
tion of  religion,  whether  lie  would  hold  it  to  be 


the  duty  of  this  Congress,  according  as  a  majority 
of  their  views  might  be,  to  pass  such  a  law? 

Sir,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
guarded  this  point.  Congress  has  no  power  to 
establish  any  religion — none  at  all.  Congress  has 
no  power  to  touch  the  question  of  morals,  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  systems  of  religion. 
Congress  can  rightfully  exerciie  no  power  which 
looks  to  the  eataulighmentof  any  particular  tenets 
of  any  religion  or  any  religious  sect,  or  to  the 
putting  down  of  any  such  religion  or  sect,  either 
in  theiitates,Territories,or  anywhere  else.  Con- 
gress can  only  interfere  with  such  actions  in  a 
criminal  point  of  view  as  come  within  the  class  of 
"  mataprohibita. "  Congress  has  no  jightto  look 
to  those  actions  designated  by  ethical  writers  as 
"nuiZa  in  it."    None  whatever. 

The  gentleman  says  that  this  practice  of  polyg- 
amy is  regarded  as  a  great  moral  crime  in  every 
one  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  I  am  not  going 
to  discuss  before  this  House  the  question  whether 
that  practice  is  moral  or  not.  Coneress  has  no 
right  to  set  up  a  standard  of  morals  for  the  people 
of  any  portion  of  this  country.  I  meet  this  ques- 
tion at  the  threshold — I  stand  upon  principle.  I 
stand  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
I  will  do  the  same  justice  to  the  people  of  Utah 
that  I  will  to  people  of  other  Territories,  without 
inquirinj^  into  their  ecclesiastical  polity. 

1  am  in  favor  of  granting  lands  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Utah  in  the  same  manner,  and 
upon  the  asms  terms,  as  we  do  to  the  people  of 
the  other  Territories  of  the  Union .  I  would  make 
no  discrimination.  If  we  discriminate  to-da« 
against  Mormons,  to-morrow,  perhaps,  we  shall 
be  etsked  to  discriminate  against  Baptists,  Metho- 
dists, Presbyterians,  or  Catholics.  The  evils  of 
such  discriminations,  or  even  the  attempt  to 
make  them,  have  been  wisely  provided  against  in 
the  Constitution.  Let  us  stand  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Let  us  strike  out  this  proviso,  and  let  the 
people  of  Utah,  amenable  to  their  own  laws,  civil 
as  well  as  ecclesiastical,  have  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  this  bill,  just  as  the  people  of  all  the  other 
Territories  within  our  jurisdiction.  The  power 
which  will  be  exercised  in  this  proviso  will,  if 
ever  brought  in  full  operation,  break  down  the 
only  safeguard  we  have  for  religious  freedom. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  Sir,  1  believe 
that  no  subject  has  come  before  us  involving  more 
important  principles  than  this  subject.  I  wish  it 
might  be  discussed  temperately  and  patiently,  and 
passed  upon  deliberately  and  wisely. 

I  am  in  favor  of  retaining  the  proviso  under 
consideration,  and  I  have  risen  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  from  Alabama  and 
Georgia,  [Mr.  FiiiLMPt  and  Mr.  Stephens.] 
Before  doing  so,  however,  I  will  notice  what  was 
said  bythegenllemanfrom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith] 
That  gentleman  says  that  the  marriage  tie  among 
the  southern  slaves  is  held  sacred.  I  believe  that 
it  is  held  sacred  to  a  considerable  extent;  and 
therefore  I  am  willing  to  say  >o.  But,  sir,  no 
thanks  to  the  laws  for  this.  Thanks  for  it  to  the 
faithful  affections  of  the  parties  to  the  marriage, 
and  to  the  kindness  of  masters  and  mistresses  who 
permit  the  indulgence  of  these  affections.  But, 
sir,  we  are  legislators,  and  we  are  to  look  at  the 
legal  character  of  things.  We  are  not  to  accept 
concessions  and  priviFeges  in  the  place  of  legal 
rights.  We  are  to  inquire  whether  marriage 
among  the  slaves  is  legal.  Now,  sir,  there  is  no 
legal  marriage  among  them.  1  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  I  am  ready  to  stipulate  in  advance,  that 
if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  can  show  that  there 
is  a  legally  married  slave  in  all  the  South,  I  will 
give  up  all  my  opposition  to  slavery.  The  slave 
IS  incapable  of  any  contract — even  that  of  matri- 
mony. The  slaves,  after  they  have  passed  under 
the  ceremony  called  marriage,  can  as  well  as  be- 
fors  it,  be  sold  from  each  oUier,  and  separated 
forever. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
will  yield  to  me  for  a  moment,  I  will  tell  him  of 
one  case. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  win  yield,  certainly,  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  JONES.  Some  two  years  ago,  in  this  city, 
I  was  speaking  to  a  gentleman  from  Maryland 
about  buying  some  slaves.  He  said  his  negroes 
bad  been  married  by  a  Catholic  priest,  that  he 
himself  was  of  the  same  religion,  and  that  he 
would  not  sell  them  unless  the  priest  was  to  go 
along  with.them.    They  were  married  by  a  CaUi- 


olic  priest,  which  I  presume  the  gentleman  would 
call  legal.     I  have  seen  them  legally  married. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  no  doubt  of  what  the 
gentleman  stales. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  permit  the  Chair  to  interrupt  him.  The 
Chair  ruled  some  lime  ago,  that  during  the  discus- 
sion in  committee  upon  territorial  business,  h* 
should  confine  gentlemen  in  their  remarks  to  the 
'discussion  of  the  su^ect  under  consideratioai. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  will,  therefore, 
confine  himself  to  the  amendment  now  pending 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  Never  mind 
what  the  Catholic  said  to  the  gentleman  of  Ten- 
nessee. I  ask  that  gentleman  whether  he,  himself, 
believes  that  there  is  legal  marriage  among  tht 
slaves?  Sir,  the  gentleman  has  carried  us  into 
Maryland.  1  will  follow  him  there,  and  I  wilt 
say  to  him,  that  the  Maryland  books  (I  Maryland 
Reports,  561,  563)  show  that  a  slave  cannot  bo 
prosecuted  for  bigamy.  He  cannot  be  guilty  of 
oigamv,  for  he  never  was  a  legal  husband.  He 
never  had  ability  to  contract  legal  marriage. 

But,  sir,  to  the  subject  before  us.  I  agree  with 
the  gentlemen  from  Alabama  and  Georgia,  that  wo 
are  not  to  concern  ourselves  with  the  morals  of 
the  Territories.  I  make  the  province  of  civil 
government  quite  as  narrow  as  those  gentlemen 
do.  1  do  not  include  in  that  narrow  province  the 
duty  of  promoting  morals,  nor  even  of  protecting 
morals.  All  I  would  receive  at  the  hands  of  Gov- 
ernment is  protection  of  persons  and  property. 
The  ofiice  of  Government  is  to  hold  a  shield  over- 
the  great  essential  natural  rights  of  its  subjects. 
Now,  sir,  1  hold  that  polygamy  invades  a  great 
natural  right,  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of 
civil  Gh>vernment  to  suppress  it. 

1  suppose  it  will  not  be  denied  that  ]>olygam^ 
prevails  in  Utah.  But  it  is  said  that  polygamy  le 
a  part  of  the  religion  of  the  Mormons;  and  that, 
as  we  would  keep  ourselves  clear  of  the  offense  of 
invading  the  religion  of  our  subjects,  we  must  not 
strike  at  polygamy.  I  admit,  sir,  that  the  reform- 
ation of  religion  cannot  be  a  legitimate  object  of 
legislation.  But,  sir,  that  legislation  may  be  sound 
and  Justifiable  which  incidentally  affects  religiou* 
systems.  If  a  religious  system  tramples  on  any 
of  those  great  rights  which  it  is  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernmentto  protect,  then,  at  just  those  points  where- 
such  system  offends.  Government  is  to  meet  it  and 
overcome  it. 

I  argue  the  duty  of  Government  to  suppress 
polygamy  on  just  the  principles  that  1  argue  the 
duty  of  Government  to  suppress  land  monopoly. 
1  believe  that  all  persons  have  an  equal  right  to  tne 
soil.  The  Maker  of  the  earth  has  provided  one 
home,  not  two  homes,  for  each  person:  not  two 
farms,  but  one  farm,  for  each  farmer.  The  righJ 
to  the  soil  is  natural  and  equal.  So, sir,  the  right 
of  each  man  to  one  wife,  and  each  woman  to  one 
husband,  is  a  natural  right:  and  for  one  man  to 
get  more  than  one  wife,  or  for  one  woman  to  gtk 
more  than  one  husband,  is  to  violate  this  natural 
right,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  Government  Ut 
protect. 

The  word  of  God  shows  that  nature  provide* 
but  one  wife  for  one  man,  and  one  husband  fbr 
one  woman.  That  word  teiches  us  that  He 
"  made  them  male  and  fenmle"— not  male  and 
females,  nor  female  and  males.  And  if  there  are 
any  present  who  do  not  bow  to  the  authority  of 
that  word,  I  would  point  such  to  the  census.  The 
census,  in  every  country,  and  in  every  age,  shows 
that  the  sexes  are  numerically  equal,  and  that  the 
arrangements  of  Providence  forbid  polygamy._ 

I  have  proceeded  in  my  arg:umentfor  sustaining 
tills  proviso  on  the  ground  that  this  Government 
has  as  full  power  and  authority  over  the  people 
and  instituuons  of  its  Territories  as  a  State  gor- 
ernment  has  over  the  people  and  institutions 
within  iu  jurisdiction.  Now,  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  STEPHONi]  whether  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  State  should  or  would  permit  the 
dark-haired  men  of  his  State  to  press  and  practice 
upon  their  claim  to  a  hundred  wives  each,  and 
thus  to  shut  out  the  light-haired  men  from  inar- 
riage?  But  I  will  consume  no  more  of  the  time, 
as  so  many  are  eager  to  speak. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  It  may  be  proper,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  regard  lo  the  position  which  I  occupy  oft 
this  bill,  to  make  a  brief  explanation.  It  was  not 
my  purpose,  when  I  came  here,  to  engage  in  the 
discussion.    I  will  state  that  the  bill,  as  I  brigia- 
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ally  mibinitud  it  to  th«  CommiMe  on  the  Pablie 
Lands,  did  not  embrace  the  existing  proviso. 
When  the  committee  ikad  the  hill  under  consider- 
iklion,  I  waa  taken  sick,  and,  during  my  absence, 
•s  stated  by  the  gentlenan  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Coca,]  I  believe  on  his  own  motion,  this  proviso 
was  inserted. 

Various  ar)^nlents  passed  through  my  mind 
with  regard  to  this  matter  concemmg  the  Mor- 
mons and  this  poviso,  both  pro  and  esn.  I  shall 
net  weary  the  House  by  repeating  them.  They* 
bnre  upon  the  point  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  has  touched,  as  to  how  tar  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  might  legally^nterfere  with  the 
nlicitws  faith  and  reli^ous  action  of  the  people  of 
theTerritories.    Again,  on  the  other  hand,  it  sug- 

fested  itself  to  my  mind  as  a  question  of  policy, 
'he  committee  will  observe  that  this  bill,  as  it 
now  aiuids,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  granting  of 
lands  does  not  interfere  with  the  religious  belief  or 
existing  institutions  of  the  people  of  UielTerritory. 
There  is  no  interference  at  all.  The  proviso  sim- 
ply provides  that  in  making  these  grants  of  lands, 
a  particular  class  of  persons  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  of  them. 

One  word  here  by  way  of  reply  to  the  gantle- 
nan  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Letchck,]  who  asked 
Ate  a  question  this  morning.  That  question,  as  I 
understand  it,  was,  why  a  limitation  of  this  sort 
had  been  imposed  with  rcKiird  to  donations  of 
land  to  settlers,  when  a  similar  provision  was  not 
introduced  with  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  i  Now,  sir,  am  I  really  expected 
to  answer  a  <)ueslion  of  that  sort?  The  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  provides  that  where  an  individual 
■hall  discharge  certain  specified  and  well  defined 
duties,  he  shall  be  paid  for  the  services  so  ren- 
dered at  a  specific  and  defined  rate.  That  is  nat- 
oraL  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  propriety  of 
it  will  be  admitted  by  everybody.  Toe  first  sec- 
tion, then,  is  simply  to  provide  compensation  for 
•  particular  officer,  who  is  to  render  certain  ser- 
Tices;  and  there  can  certainly  be  no  necessity  for 
Bie  to  explain  why  a  limitation  is  not  put  upon  the 
•alary  of  that  officer.  The  latter  portion  of  the 
bill  provides  for  donations  of  land  to  settlers. 
Now,  the  Government  might  par  one  who  prac- 
tices polygamy  for  discharging  the  duties  of  sur- 
reyorgenerol  for  services  rendered,  and  yet  might 
esteem  it  impolitic  to  make  donations  of  land — 

S'fts  to  parties  on  condition  of  settlement,  and 
us  settle  that  country  with  persons  practicing 
polygamy.  The  distinction,  I  apprehend,  is  su' 
^ciently  obviooa  without  any  farther  remarks 
from  me. 

One  word  more.  I  haverisenmerelyforthepur- 
pose  of  explaiution,  and  not  to  express  opinions. 
As  I  have  already  stated,  when  I  submitted  this 
bin  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  it  waa 
without  this  proviso. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  Mormons  themselves, 
I  have  to  state  the  fact,  that  polygamy  is  a  legal 
institution  in  the  Territory  of  Utah.  I  have  a 
volume  of  the  statutes  of  Utah  before  me,  and  I 
liave  examined  it  carefully. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Really,  I  am  somewhat  as- 
tonished at  that  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  Do  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  say  that 
polygamy  is  a  legal  institution  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah? 

Mr.  DISNEY.    Yes. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Has  the  law  legalizing  it 
aver  been  revised  by  Congress?  I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  gentleman  has  any  information  upon 
that  subject  f 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  have  Just  stated  that  I  hay* 
axamincd  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  What  I  wish  W  ask  the  gen- 
tleman is,  whether  that  law  has  ever  been  revised 
by  the  Confimittee  on  Territories?  And  if  ao, 
whether  the  Committee  on  Territories  are  pre- 
pared to— what  I  take  it  for  granted  they  will 
prompllr  do — report  a  bill  annulling  such  a  law  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman. 
There  is  no  statute  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  ex- 
.pressly  allowing  polygamy  as  sudi,  although  it 
recognizes  its  existence.  The  statutes  recognize 
the  ijisue  of  marriof  es  under  such  a  system  there 
as  heirs-at-law,  ana  make  provisions  m  regard  to 
estates,  and  i|i  every  way  and  form  recognize  the 
existence  of  polygamy  as  a  legal  institution.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  statute  of  that  character.  I 
desire  merely  to  make  one  more  remark  in  addi- 
-lion  to  whatl  have  .already  said.    It  ia  proper 


for  me,  in  juatiea  to  the  Mormons,  to  state  that 
their  slatute-booksare filled  with  provisionsagainst 
incontinence  of  a  most  severe  character. 

Mr.  ORR.  With  a  view  of  offering  a  resolu- 
tion in  the  House,  to  eleaedebau,  I  moye  that  the 
committee  nee. 

ICriesof"No!"<«No!'T 

Mr.  ORR.  I  give  notice  that  if  the  committee 
will  rise,  I  will  move  to  close  the  debate  upon  this 
bill  in  fifteen  minutes  after  the  committee  shall 
have  resumed  its  sittings. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  1  hops  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  will  not  be  agreed 
to,  as  this  is  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  fully  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  ORR'.  If  a  majority  of  the  committee  con- 
cur with  the  gentteroan  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Simmons,]  he  can  extend  the  time  to  an  hour,  or 
two  hours,  or  longer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Oaa'i 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  committee  revised  to  rise. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  had  been 
a  silent  reader  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  for 
many  years  before  1  came  here  as  a  member  of 
this  House  and  had  an  opportunity  of  being  an 
eye  witnees.  I  have  now  seen  the  ssanner  in 
which  so  much  loose  and  hasty  legislaiion  gets 
through  Coneress.  It  is  done  under  great  excite- 
ment, with  much  declamation  upon  every  thing 
but  the  qiieatioa  under  debate,  and  then  esHtu:  on 
the  question  without  discussing  it.  I  am  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  clause  in  the  aectioD  "  that  the 
benefits  of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  now,  or  at  any  time  hereader,  be 
the  husband  of  more  than  one  wife."  It  is  jo- 
cosely su^csted  to  me  that  I  stand  in  a  dubious 
position  in  relation  to  this  question;  bat  itiaa  die- 
M»e*Ud  position.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  atriki^ . 
out  the  clause  for  two  reasona. 

My  firat  reason  is,  that  it  would  be  repudiating 
the  whole  antecedent  policy  of  this  Government 
upon  the  aubieet  of  lagislatfng/or  Territories,  and 
fitting  them  to  beoome  rapaUiean  Slate*  of  this 
Union.  The  ordinance  of  1767,  providiiig  for  the 
goveremeBt  of  the  Northwest  Tenatory,  from 
which  the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michi- 
gan, and  Wiseeaaiii  were  formed,  and  which 
received  the  sanction  of  the  old  Coogrssa  under 
the  Confederation, and  the  oonfinHationof  the  new, 
laid  down  six  articles  as^^mdoaieatal  rights,  to  be 
forever  secured  by  the  Ooveniment  to  m*  people, 
"for  extending  the  fundamental  principle*  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon 
tiieae  Republics,  their  laws,  and  constitutions,  are 
erected;  to  fix  and  establiah  those  principles  as 
Ihe  basis  of  idl  laws,  constitudoas,  and  govem- 
meats,  which  forever  hereafW  iiui\  be  formed  >n 
the  said  TeiriWry,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
States  and  permanent  covamment  therein," &e. 
And  among  these  artioe*,  the  third  one  reads  in 
this  manner: 

•*  JteUftM,  iMraWy,  and  kmiHedie  belsf  ateensry  to 
geo4  lovanisieal  sad  toe  kenpineee  of  nMaklnd,  Mkeoti 
sad  tbe  laeane  of  educaUos  sluiU  fi^vcr  Iw  enooaraged." 

Hen,  sir,  rtSgitn  and  mtnUtw  are  recognized 
as  being  necessary  to  good  rspubucan  institutions. 
Certainly,  sir,  they  do  not  mean  by  religion  and 
morality  Mitrmmrim  and  p*t|gMiy. 

But  again,  sir,  this  very  ecdiaaaea  of  1787  was 
adopted,  word  for  word  avowadly  on  ita  face,  by 
Congress,  as  an  ordinaoe*  for  the  govcrameat  «f 
the  Missisaippi  T*rr>toi>,  then  containing  the 
embryo  Slate  now  in  part  represeDiad  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabuna,  [Mr.  Faiixin,]  and  made 
it  the  law  there  too,  "  exetpiii^^llie  Umt  arHdtJor- 
6tddisg  tUntry,"  which  exception  was  made  in 
consequence  of  the  contiguity  of  that  great  Terri' 
tory  to  slave  States,  and  of  ita  bang  deemed  a 
neceaearjr  outlet  for  their  emigmlion.  But  the 
whole  of  the  six  artiei«s,  execfMing  the  last,  waa 
adopted  and  applied  in  so  many  wotda  to  that 
Territory,  together  with  its  declaiatioa  that  reli- 
gion and  morality  are  the  totie  of  free  republican 
Matitutiotts;  and  with  its  provisiona forth* support 
of  schools  and  education. 

It  seems,  sir,  that  this  Goyamment  once  had 
Bomething  to  do  with  these  sulijeola.  Congrees 
once  thought  that  Territories  eonld  not  be  property 
fitted  to  beoome  republican  Stales  without  marn- 
Uy.  If  the  learned  gentleman  from  Georgia  {Mr. 
STzrHBHi]  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into 
Heerens's  introduction  Mhis  Political  History,  b* 
will  b*  satisfied  (haauthor  ia.rigitt,  whan  hasa^. 


the  reason  why  th*  eWiiiaation  of  Asia  ia  so  much 
behind  that  of  Europ*  ie  owing  to  the  imtitutioa 
and  preralenee  of  polygamy,  whidi  spaitcd  the 
domestic  relations,  and  oecaaioaed  nior*  evil  tha* 
slavery  itself,  beoaoae  one  waa  the  parent  of  ill* 
other. 

Sir,  polygamy,  everywhere,  spoils  the  domestic 
rriations,  breaks  up  the  family  circle,  which  is  tbe 
school  of  morality,  of  social  order,  and  of  repub- 
lican liberty.  Bot,  sir,  as  with  individuals,  so  it  i* 
with  a  people,  always  going  from  one  extreme  to 
another.  A  few  years  ago  the  Mormon*  were 
driven  out  of  the  State  of  Illinois  by  violence, 
and  the  two  Smiths  were  shot  in  a  base  and  cow- 
ardly manner  in  prison,  firom  general  disgust  with 
their  institutions.  The  whole  society  was  soon 
afterwards  expelled  from  the  State.  Now  that 
they  are  gone  away  into  the  western  woods,  and 
got  homes  in  another  place,  at  a  great  distance 
from  ourselves,  we  do  right  not  to  persecute;  but 
by  no  means,  with  our  Government  patronage,  la 
us  encourage  and  strengthen  such  institution*;  for, 
when  in  the  course  of  the  increase  and  settlemeala 
of  our  people  in  the  westorn  domains,  they  come 
to  be  neighbors,  or  fall  in  contact  with  Mormons, 
they  will  certainly  have  more  trouble.  All  theil: 
institutions  are  at  variance  with  ours.  I  would 
therefore  pass  no  law  to  build  up  or  strengthen 
them.  1  shall  vote  in  favor  of  retaming  the  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  for  these  reasons.  It  seems  to 
me  very  unwise  in  the  House  of  Repreaentalivea 
to  altow  the  idea  to  go  abroad  to  the  world  that 
we  are  recc^nizing  and  patronizing  such  instina- 
lions  by  bounty  laws,  institutions  at  war  with  aN 
true  liberty  and  the  moral  sentiment  of  Christen- 
dom. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  very 
few  words,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  rea- 
sons why  I  shall  vote  to  strike  out  the  proviso; 
Bnd  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very  reaaons  urged 
by  gentlemen  who  are  ia  favor  of  retaining  it, 
ehould  have  brought  them  to  an  opposite  eondu^ 
sien. 

The  provieo  declares  "  that  the  benefits  of  this 
act  shall  0*1  extend  to  any  person  who  shall  now, 
or  at  any  time  hereafier,  be  the  husband  of  mora 
than  one  wife." 

Now,  sir,  I  am  unwilling  piat  the  statute-books 
of  this  Confederacy  shaH  contain  the  admissioB 
that  ottjrwbere,  within  Ihe  reach  of  our  laws,  aa 
institation  exiet*  under  which  a  man  is  allowed  - 
to  be  at  one  time  the  husband  of  more  than  one 
wife.  Sir,  thia  proviso  would  be  a  conflnsion  of 
ths  weakness  and  powerlessness  of  Oongrea*. 
Have  we  no  farther  control  over  those  who  would 
establish  this  profligste  institution  in  aTerritorr 
tMlonging  to  the  Umted  States  than  by  withhold- 
ing  from  them  burgesses  and  beneflla?  Have  w* 
not  lb*  right  to  apply  to  there  oar  criminal  legis- 
lation? I  tniet,  sir,  we  shall  never  make  aueh  ait 
adknowledgment  of  our  feeUeae**;  never  oonfee* 
our  want  of  authority  to  atrike  at  the  root  of  the 
evil,  and  panish,  if  necessary,  the  perpetrators  of 
these  offen***  againatdeeencnr  and  law. 

But  how  can  a  man  be  trafy  said  to  be  the  hna^ 
handof  more  tlian  one  wife?  Our  laws  acknowl- 
edge the  right  to  have  but  one;  and  every  second 
and  fiurther  matrimonial  contract,  the  wife  beinf 
still  aUve,  ia  simply  null,  and  does  not  raise  th* 
female  to  the  dignity  of  a  wife.  No  Inan,  then, 
in  any  Territory  aubject  to  our  taws,  can  h«y* 
mon  than  one  wifo;  and  if,  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  a  man  may,  aa  this  proviso  seems  to  sup- 
poae,  have  more  than  one  wife,  it  is  only  beoansa 
Congress  establishes  or  consents  to  such  a  law. 
Weliave  reserved  to  ourselves  the  right  to  revise 
the  statutes  of  the  Territorial  Assembly  of  Utah, 
and  have  declared  that  all  acts  disprovsd  by  ua 
shall  be  null  and  void.  There  can  be  no  statota 
in  Utah  allowing  a  plurality  of  wives,  except  by 
the  consent  of  Congress;  and  until  Congress  give* 
that  assent — and  it  has  not  done  it  yet—there  iian 
be  only  one  wife  who  can  legally  hold  that  reht- 
tion. 

New,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  waa  snrprised  to  hear 
just  now,  what  I  learned  then  for  the  first  time, 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  ntKar,] 
that  the  L^lative  Assend>ly  of  Utah  has  alreadv 
provided,  or  attempted  to  provide,  for  the  legal* 
ization  of  polygamy.  I  hat  laave  to  call  tbe  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Territories  to  this  act  of 
the  LMislaluro  of  Utah.  I  take  it  for  granted  thtk 
the  legtslativo  acta  of  that  Territory  have  been  awK 
to  Congrees,  for  the  purpoa*  of  b*ing  revlMd^ 
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M  proridcd  fo;  in  the  law  eigaDningtluft  Terri- 
tory. Itao,  au,  it  dtioUea  upon  the  CominiUee 
4MI  TcrriUMriM,  to  whom  the  duty  bcioaga,  to  loae 
no  time  1b  briagioc  thia  aubject  to  the  notice  of  the 
Hoase.  I  trust  they  will  act  promptly  and  de- 
eidediy. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairroao,  to  aaggeet  that  a 
grave  reaponaibility  rests  upon  ua,  as  a  moral 
people,  aa  a  people  partaking  of  the  civilization  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  to  do  all  that  may  be  in- 
cambentupon  ua  to  repnress  the  ahockiog  licen- 
tiottsnesa  which  is  prevailing  in  a  Territory  of  the 
United  States  subject  to  our  control,  and  whose 
laws  must  undergo  the  supervision  of  Congress. 

I,  for  one,  have  never  surrendered,  and  I  will 
not  agree  to  surrender,  the  control  of  Congress 
over  the  legislation  of  the  Territories.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos]  made  an 
incorrect  statement  this  morning,  when  he  aaid 
that  no  southern  gentleman  in  thia  House  had 
yet  apoken  who  had  not  ridiculed  the  right  of 
Congress  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  institutions 
of  a  Territory. 

Mr.  OiODINOS.    I  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  1  know  many  southern  gen- 
tkmen  who,  in  the  recent  debate,  have,  as  I  myself 
liave  done,  protested  against  this  doctrine — a  doc- 
trine which  was,  only  a  very  little  while  ago, 
known  as  *'  squatter  sovereignty,"  but  which,  in 
the  more  euphonious  and  ttinei  vocabulary  of  the 
present  day,  is  deeignated  as  "  popular  sover- 
eignty. "  I  believe  that  this  Qovemment  has  fall 
wntiwl  over  ihe  legislation  of  the  Territorial  As- 
sembly, and  full  authority  to  annul  any  law  wbidi 
the  people  of  the  Territory,  in  their  legislative 
capacity,  may  undertake  to  enact.  I  do  not  pre- 
|«fl(i  to  say  that  we  can  deprive  them  of  any  of 
their  natural  or  personal  rights;  but  such  powers 
as  they  derive  from  us  are  always  subject  to  our 
supervision  and  control.  All  their  political  power 
— «U  their  legislative  authority — is  derived  from 
Congress,  and  it  can  be- derived  from  no  other 
source.  And  I,  for  one,  will  never  abandon  these 
prineiplea. 

Sir,  if  it  be  true,  aa  I  was  grieved  4o  hear  the 
gtntlem«m  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Di>Nav]  say  it  is, 
that  it  has  been  attempted  to  legalize  this  licen- 
tionsnsss  in  theTerriVpryof  Utah,  then  we  shall  be 
partakers  of  the  shame  and  of  the  diKraee,  if  we 
fail  to  discounleoanee  and  repress  it.  If  we,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  give  it  our  sanction,  we  shall 
be  held  responsible  for  it.  May  not  the  very  lan- 
guage of  tne  proviso  be  eonslmed  as  an  indirect 
sanction  of  it  ?  I  ask  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
upon  this  subject,  ai^  who,  aa  I  infer  from  their 
remarks,  agree  with  me  in  sentiment,  I  ask  them 
if  there  is  not  some  reason  for  apprehending  that 
if  thia  proviso  be  adopted, declaring  thatland  shall 
not  be  given  to  those  having  more  than  one  wife, 
some  judicial  authority,  I  know  not  where,  may 
torture  it  into  a  sanction  by  Congress  of  the  crime 
•f  polycamy  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  by  recog- 
nizing the  possession,  in  ons  nran,  of  more  wives 
than  one?  Fof  these  reasons  1  aball  vote  to  strike 
otitthis  provbo. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  approve  entirely  of  the  re- 
marks expressed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia  who 
iias  just  taken  his  seat,  in  reference  to  the  vile 
character  and  consequences  of  polygamy;  but  1 
do  not  agree  with  him  that  this  proviso  should  be 
stticksn  out  of  the  bill.  I  thinlc  it  should  be  re- 
tained for  precisely  the  reason  which  the  gentle- 
man has  given  for  striking  it  out.  The  gentleman 
■ays  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  have  more 
than  one  wife. 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  said  legally. 

Mr.  PARKER.  Very  well;-  that  U  is  impos- 
sible for  any  man  to  have  legally  more  than  one 
wife.  Doee  the  gentleman  mean  to  aay  that  Vir- 
{tinia  eoald  not  make  polygamy  legal  within  the 
Cmiu  of  that  Stats? 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  PARKER.  Then  the  gentleman  would 
confine  his  action  exclusively  to  the  Territories. 
Now,  sir,  how  can  we  go  to  the  IVrritory  of 
Utah  to  prevent  polyganiy  ?  How  can  we  pre- 
vent it4>y  an3r  direct  legislation?  Who  will  en- 
force the  law  if  you  make  one  ?  Here,  then,  is  a 
great,  if  not  an  insurmountable,  difficoltjr.  I  am, 
utcrefore,  in  favor  of  retaining  this  proviso  in  the 
bill,  for  the  purpose  of  discouraging  the  evil  there. 
I  am  in  favor  of  refusing  to  grant  to  men  who 
practice  polygamy  any  portion  of  the  public  do- 
ttain.    It  is'  perfeetly  l^litimate  and  proper,  in 


my  view  of  the  ease,  that  it  ahould  be  retained. 
1  desire  its  retention  expressly  for  the  purpose 
named. 

My  friend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  STsraaNs]  thinks 
that,  by  retainiog  this  prowton,  we  Infringe  upon 
the  Constitution;  for  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
any  legislation  which  may  look  to  a  religioua  teat. 
Sir,  what  religious  test  is  there  here  ?  If  there 
be  a  religious  test  here,  there  are  other  religious 
tests  in  the  bill.  Go  back  to  the  preceding  section 
of  the  bill,  and  you  will  find  that  we  muce  a  dia- 
crimination  between  married  and  unmarried  men. 
What  is  there  here?  We  make  a  diacriminalion 
here  in  regard  to  men  who  have  each  more  than 
one  wife.  That  is  all.  Why  that  diacrimioation 
between  the  married  man  and  the  roan  who  has 
no  wife?  It  is  simply  because  we  wiah  to  invite 
to  thoee  Territoriea  men  with  their  Cunilies.  If 
that  be  the  case,  and  it  be  a  legitimate  object,  can- 
not we  discourage  the  population  of  these  Terri- 
tories by  those  who  have  two,  or  a  dozen,  or 
twenty  wives,  and  rebuke  the  practice  of  the  crime 
of  polygamy?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  perfectly 
legitimate.  No  provision  of  the  Constitution  is 
infringed. 

There  is  a  large  class  of  the  community  residing 
in  most  of  the  Statee  of  this  Union  who  look  on 
all  m«rriage,if  not  as  illegitimate,  at  least  as  impol- 
itic. I  have  .reference  to  the  Shakers  Now, 
would  it  not  be  legitimate  for  us  to  make  provia- 
ion  in  a  bill  of  this  character,  with  a  view  to  the 
population  of  the  Territory,  if  we  thought  they 
were  a  class  of  people  which  ought  to  be  invited 
to  the  Territories,  giving  them  a  bonus  for  going 
there,  a*  yoa  give  a  bonus  to  married  men  in 
preference  to  unmarried  men  ?  But  1  need  not 
enlarge;  i  am  for  retaining  thia  provision,  end  I 
do  not  understand  thia  matter  in  the  light  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  does.  All  our  laws 
recognize  the  existence  of  such  a  thing  as  bigamy 
—the  having  of  two  wivssr-or  being  twice  mar- 
ried. 

Mr.  M ILLSON.  The  gentleman  is  totf  good  a 
lawyer  not  to  know  that  the  first  marriage  is  the 
only  legal  one,  and  that  there  can  be  but  one  wife. 

Mr.  PAB£BR.  That  is  all  true.  I  mean  not 
to  cavil  about  terms.  Weare  talking  about  facts, 
about  ths  man  who,  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
law  of  Indiana  and  the  law  of  Virginia,  has,  aa 
we  say,  two  wivas,  who  is  guilty  of  bigamy.  We 
know  that  he  can  have  but  one  Ugal  wife.  Why, 
the  gentleman  might  aa  well  tell  you  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  under  the  old  patriarchal  law 
aa  polygamy. 

This  thing  can  exist  in  fhet,  and  the  question 
is,  shall  we  countenance  it  in  thia  law,  or  not  ?  1 
am  againat  it  tooth  and  nail;  and  I  will  go  with 
the  gentleman,  when  the  laws  of  Utah  are  sub- 
mitted to  us,  to  put  a  quietus  on  this  featore  of 
them  to  the  full  extent  of  our  power.  It  is  oiir 
duty  as  a  moral  and  Christian  peopis  to  do  so.  I 
am  for  retaining  the  provision.  I  look  on  it  as  a 
wholeaome  thing.  It  will  work  well.  I  do  not 
wish  to  invite  to  that  Territory,  or  any  otherTer- 
ritory  of  the  Union,  any  man  who  goes  there 
with  a  multitude  of  wives  in  his  train.  All  our 
elementary  law  writers  on  the  question  of  bigamy 
have  placed  thia  matter,  with  ail  iu  pernicious 
consequences,  in  boU  relief;  in  a  relief,  too,  which 
has  met  with  the  sanction  of  all  ths  civilized  and 
christianized  worid.  We  ought  not  now  attempt 
by  our  l»islation  to  retrace  the  steps  not  only  of 
•A  these  States  but  all  the  moral  worid.  I  know 
that  this  practice  is  tolerated  in  Utah,  but  it  is  an 
anoasaly  among  civilized  and  Christian  people. 

I  am  for  retuning  this  provision,  then,  for  the 
purposaof  discountenancing  bigamy.  As  I  said 
before,  there  ia  no  constitutional  difficulty  in  my 
wayanjr  more  than  there  is  in  making  the  dis- 
crimination between  the  married  and  unmarried 
man,  the  former  having  one  half  section  of  land 
and  the  latter  only  one  quarter.  1  would  go  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  the  man  who  has  more  than  one 
wife  shoald  have  no  land  at  all. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  vrish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  law  organizing  the  Territory 
of  Utah.  If  I  understand  ths  su^ect  before  the 
committee,  we  are  acting  upon  a  bill  relating  en- 
tirely to  the  Territory  of  Utah.  We  are  not  talking 
about  a  Territory  where  the  laws  are  different 
from  what  they  are  in  Utah.  We  have  been  told 
here  repeotedly  to-day — we  have  been  told  by  the 

Kntleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dibhst,]  who  says  he 
a  examined  the  biws  of  Utah — that  thoae  laws 


do  recognize  the  right  to  have  more  than  ona  wifSe. 
Now,  I  want  the  committee  to  look,  for  a  aingle 
momant,  at  the  act  oreaniziog  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  and  see  how  the  mw  stands  on  this  subject. 
Gentlemen  who  will  look  at  the  juxth  section  of 
that  act,  will  find  how  and  where  the  legislativa 
power  is  to  bs  exercised.    I  will  reiul  it: 

"Thai  the  legitlsUve  power  of  nM Territory  ahslt  ex- 
lend  10  the  rifhuol  rabtM-u  of  legliliiiian,  eonsiiKSl  witb 
Ihe  ContUisiioD  of  lh<i  lIoUwl  Sutm  and  ihc  provwioiinor 
Uhb  acl;  but  no  law  iliall  be  pnaud  lnt«rferin(  with  the 
primary  dispoHl  of  the  toll ;  no  lax  •hall  be  Impowd  iipna 
Ihe  property  of  the  United  State*;  nor  •hell  the  landa  or 
other  property  or  nonresldenu  be  uxed  higher  than  the 
land*  or  other  property  of  leaidente." 

And  now  comes  the  clause  to  which  I  ask  par- 
ticular attention: 

"All  the  Hvn  paieed  by  the  LetMstive  AaemMy  aa* 
fiovetiior  tball  be  mbmined  lo  ih«  CongreH  of  the  (;niieit 
Slates,  and,  if  ilMaffnved,  lAalt  ht  nuU  md  •/  iw  tjftet,» 

Now,  I  ask  the  lawyers  of  this  House  whether, 
when  a  law  has  gone  through  the  regular  couras 
of  enactment  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  it  is  net 
the  law  of  the  land  in  Utah  until  it  is  disapproved 
by  Congress? 

Ssveral  Mbmsebs.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Then  if  such  is  the  Act,  I 
ask  if  it  is  not  legal  in  the  Teiritory'  of  Utah  for  it 
man  to  have  more  than  one  wife  ?  I  agree  entire- 
ly with  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Millson]  haa  aaid.  But  I  ask  if  you  are  going 
to  shut  your  ejes  to  the  fact  that  there  are  ancn 
laws  existing  m  the  Territory  of  (Tlah,  and  strike 
out  this  provino  because  you  are  not  willing  lo 
acknowledge,  by  implication,  that  there  are  any 
such  laws  in'  existence?  Sir,  we  know  the  fact; 
the  world  knows  it;  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  knows  it,  for  it  has  been  proclaimed  upon 
this  floor  again  and  again,  that  there  are  such 
laws  in  Utah.  And  with  your  eyes  wide  open  to 
this  fiict,  are  you  going  to  strike  ojit  this  proviso, 
and  say  to  the  people  of  Utah,  of  everjr  other 
Territory,  and  to  the  worid,  especially  with  this 
new  doctrine  of  squatter  sovereignty  which  seems 
to  be  prevailing  in  some  quarters,  though,  I  desire 
to  be  thankful,  not  ra  others,  that  you  regard 
such  laws  and  such  a  practice,  in  this  Republic, 
of  no  sort  of  consequence? 

•Mr.  MILLSON,  (interrupting.)  The  gentle- 
man from  Maine  and  myself  evidently  aim  at  the 
ssmeend.  We  have  the  same  views.  We  merely 
differ  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  accomplishing  a 
common  object. 

Mr.  BENSON     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  merely  wish  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  him.  I  am  aware,  and  it  was  for 
that  reason  that  I  said  what  I  did,  that  the  act 
organizing  theTerritorial  government  of  Utah  pn>- 
vides  that  the  acts  passed  by  theTerritorial  Legis- 
lature shall  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  if 
disapproved,  shall  be  null  and  void.  If  disap- 
proved ,  then  they  are  null  and  void,  not  only  fh>ro 
the  moment  when  they  are  disapproved,  but  the 
disapprcrval  dates  back  and  declarea  those  laws  to 
have  been  null  and  void. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Oh,  no,  that  would  be  a  kind 
of  evpett/Kto  legialation.  They  are  laws  until 
disapproved  by  Congress. 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  think  not. 

Mr.  BENSON.  The  statute  says  so.  Tbatis 
all  I  can  say  about  it. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  It  has  been  so  decided 
with  reference  to  our  Territory. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  fraia 
Virginia  one  question.  Suppose  Congress  shOuM 
declare  that  polygamy,  or  a  plurality  of  wives 
should  not  bealloWed,  by  disjqjproving  of  the  laws 
of  Utah  which  now  allow  it,  could  you  go  back 
and  punish  for  bigamy,  or  polygamy,  those  pei^ 
sons  who  have  had  more  than  one  wife  nnderthe 
laws  existing  in  Utah  ?  ' 

Mr.  LANE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Mains 
yield  me  the  floor  for  a  single  moment  ? 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  will  be  done  in  a  single  mo- 
ment, and  then  I  will  yield  the  floor  altogether.  I 
wish  simply  to  say  to  the  committee  that  I  hold 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  lo  put  their  hands 
upon  crime  of  this  kind  wherever  they  con  find 
It.  But  we  have  been  told  by  certain  gentlemen 
uptm  the  floor,  that  we  are  not  to  panmh  eriroe, 
and  that  we  are  to  close  our  eyes  to  its  commis- 
sion. I  do  not  believe  in  any  such  thing.  We 
punish,  most  assuredly,  piracy;  and  there  has 
been,  if  I  am  informed  aright,  in  the  other  branch 
of  Congress,  a  proposition  lo  confer  upon  the  Pnt- 
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iitai  power  to  suspM  certain  lam  for  the  pan- 
isbment  of  crime. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  certainly  ad- 
vocated no  aucb  doctrine. 

Mr.  BENSON.  1  do  not  refer  to  the  f  entleman 
from  Georgia,  but  to  the  gentleman  from  AlaiMma, 
[Mr.  PBiLi.iPf.]  I  took  notes  of  his  remarks  at 
the  Ume,  and  1  onderstood  him  to  say  that  we  liad 
ao  right  to  regulate  ihe  morality  of  the  country. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  1  desire  to  put  ibt  gentle- 
man from  Maine  right,  so  far  as  {  am  concerned. 
'  Mr.  BENSON.  I  am  happy  to  be  put  right  at 
all  times. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Power  is  conferred  upon 
Congrsas  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  punish  crimes  for  violation  of  law.  Congress 
has  got  no  right  to  go  bayond  that.  Congress 
can  punish  individuals  for  violating  the  post  office 
laws.  Power  is  given  to  them  for  that  purpose. 
Congress  «an  punish  individuals  for  trespasses 
upon  the  public  domain.  Power  is  givsn  to  them 
fur  that  purpose.  Congress  may  define  any  line 
of  duty  upon  subjects  within  its  constitutional 
limiu,  and  point  out  what  shall  be  the  penalty  for 

•  violation  of  it;  and  such  a  violation  would  be 
aa  offense  coming  within,  the  class  of  which  I 
spoke.    I  deny  that  Congress  can  go  beyond  that. 

Mr.  BENSON.  One  line  of  duty  in  which 
Conereas  mny  punish  crime— and  I  callthalerima 
which  is  held  so  in  the  thirty-one  States  of  this 
Union — is  by  withholding  its  donaliona.  Thiabill 
•ays  "  donate." 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Can  there  be  any  crime 
where  there  is  no  law?  If  there  be  no  law  in 
Maine  against  bigamy,  would  it  be  just  to  punish 
for  a  violation  of  the  principle?  And  if  there  be 
no  law  in  Utah  against  polygamy,  is  it  not  mani- 
fesily  unjust  to  make  such  an  unjust  discriminar 
tion  as  is  proposed  ?  There  is  no  la  w  there  against 
polygamy,  and. hence  there  is  no  legal  crime  of 
which  your  courts  can  take  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  viras  remarking  when  I  was 
last  interrupted,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  are  about  to  confer  a  donation  upon  these 
people;  and  can  they  not  withhold  thia  donatioa 
if  sound  morality  requires  it?  They  should  ad- 
minister this  Government  according  to  those  prin- 
ciples which  shall  promote  the  morals  of  the  coun- 
tnr.  Now,  I  ask  where  there  are  thirty-one  States 
of  this  Union  that  punish  this  multiplicity  of 
wives  as  a  crime,  will  you  treat  those  who  prac- 
tice this  in  Utah  so  tenderly,  and  donaU  to  them 
your  public  lands  ?  I  will  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  if  there  is  no 
taw  in  Utah  against  a  multiplicity  of  wives,  that 
it  ia  not  a  crime  by  law  there — that  is  a  self-evi- 
dent proposition.  At  the  same  time  the  practice 
is  to  bediscountenanced  in  all  proper  ways — and  I 
hold  thia  to  be  one— ^o  not  give  them  your  public 
lands  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Let 
them  firtit  conlorm  to  the  laws  upon  this  subject, 
so  important  to  the  common  welfare,  which  pre- 
vail in  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  then  it  will 
be  time  to  confer  upon  them  the  gift  of  your  pub- 
lic domain. 

We  have  not  been  ofSeiaJly  informed  of  it,  but 
it  is  univereally  conceded  that  polygamy  exists 
among  the  citizens  of  Utah.  Now,  then,  I  ask 
again,  are  we  to  shut  our  eyes  to  this  fact,  and  make 
a  donation  to  those  who  live  in  violation,  not  of 
the  law  of  Utah,  but  of  the  law  of  every  State  in 
the  Union,  and  I  may  add,  of  the  law  of  God  ?  I 
would  make  no  such'  donation  as  that — nor  am  I 
willing  to  eloae  my  eyee  to  the  fact  which  exists, 
while  i  know  that  it  does  exist — and  1  therefore 
anvoppos^  to  the  striking  out  of  this  proposition. 

Mr.  WALSH.  There  have  been  some  very 
singular  things  done  and  said  here,  Mr.  Chair' 
man,  during  this  debate.  The  beet,  and,  in  my 
estimate,  the  most  effectual  method  of  prevent- 
ing polygamy,  is  for  every  young  man ,  at  the  ear- 
liest opportanity  after  he  nndsthat  be  can  support 

•  vifie,  to  procure  one.  [Laughter.]  Now,  air,  if 
my  firiaDd  and  colleague  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  [Mr.  Simmoni,)  had  adopted  this  plan, 
and  if  others  had  adopted  it— for  1  believe  he  still 
remains  a  baohelor,  and,  therefore,  he  ought  to 
be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  grumble  abont 
other  men  triting  two  .or  more  wives,  as  he  has 
net  yet  taken  oneUmself— if,  I  say,  myoolleague 
and  others,  had  pursued  that  course,  there  would 
have  been  no  sacli  thing  as  an  opportunity  afford-, 
ed  to  any  man  to  monopolize  wives.    [Laughter.] 

There  is  aaailwr  ttung  eoimceted  with  this 


debate,  Mr.  Chainnan,  which  has  siraek  me  as 
remarkable,  and  it  is  this:  that  there  have  been 
several  gentlemen  on  this  0oor  speaking  upon  thia 
subject,  who  remind  me  of  a  hurdy-giwdjr,  set  to 
a  smgle  lone.  Not  a  solitary  question  can  be 
brought  up  in  this  U4^*  that  we  do  not  hear  a 
drivMiag  sermon  on  aMlitionism,  and  that  we  do 
not  witneas  an  attempt  to  goad  a  large  portion  of 
the  members  of  the  House  into  a  state  of  ill-feel- 
ing, which  can  be  productive  of  no  good  to  us  and 
'  no  good  to  .the  country . 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  reference  to  the  provision 
under  considaotion,  I  am  in  fisvor,  moat  emphat- 
ioally,  of  striking  it  out  of  the  bill.  1  think  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stbfheni]  has 
given  ineontrovertible  reaaona  why  it  should  be 
stricken  out.  And  I  see  no  propriety  in  us  at 
thia  time,  when  t)iis  flourishing  Territory  is  pro- 
gressing towards  the  condition  of  a  popotona 
State;  1  see  no  propriety,  1  s<y,  in  our  ereatinga 
state  of  foeling  there  which  may  tend  to  produce 
irritation  and  injury.  The  history  of  this  people, 
from  the  eariieat  period  of  their  settlement,  naa 
been  one  of  outrage,  wraag,  bloodshed,  and  op- 
pression; and  now  that  they  have  removed  for 
beyond  reach  of  the  narrow  prejudices  and  bigotry 
of  those  suRDunding  them,  the  system  of  oppres- 
sion and  wntng  under  which  they  enffered  sImbM 
not  be  revived.  1  believe  that,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  this  eoBventioiMl  idea  of  theirs,  of  their 
right  to  have  mora  wive*  than  one— <md  that  is 
omy  a  simple  difference  of  opinion  between  them 
and  us— ^tbe  Mormons  are  as  good  citizens,  and 
as  faithful  to  the  Conetitution  and  the  Repub- 
lic, as  the  citizens  of  any  other  Slate  or  Territory 
ia  thia  Republic. 

Sir,  time,  example,  good  precepts,  and  persua- 
sion, wilt  do  mors  to  remove  polygamy  fh>m  that 
Territory  than  ail  the  laws  you  can  pass  here.  Do 
nothing.  1  would  impress  upon  the  members  of 
this  Hooss  the  propriety  of  doing  nothing  to  in- 
sult the  prejudices  of  a  people  alrmdy  goaded  into 
madness  bythe~wroBgs  and  oppressions  which 
they  suArcd  before  umy  reached  their  present 
location.  They  are  rapidly  gaining  in  streisth 
and  numbers.  They  wiH  soon  become  oneof  uie 
most  powerful  sects— you  must  not  shut  your 
eyes  to  the  fact — in  this  country;  and  I  trust  that 
the  liberality  of  this  House  will  not  disgrace  itaelf 
by  indorsing  so  narrow  and  eontempiibls  a  spseies 
of  legislation. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  desire  to  have  the 
debate  upon  this  bill  doaed.  Every  genttemsn 
most  see  that  unless  debate  is  closed  very  soon 
upon  this  bill,  we  shall  not  be  abltfto  act  upon  the 
territorial  business  whieh  is  before  the  House 
this  week;  and  this  wssk  is  theextentof  time  set 
apart,  by  the  order,  for  that  purpose.  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  to 
offer  the  usual  motiofl  to  close  debate. 

[Cries  of  " Right  1"  "  Rightl"  "No!" 
"Nol"J 

Mr.  LANE.  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  allow 
this  motion  to  pass.  We  have  other  important 
billa  relating  to  the  Territories  which  have  not 
yet  been  touched.  We  have  no  certainty  of  time 
tor  this  purpose  beyond  the preeent  week;  and 
that  we  may  not  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
that  legislation,  so  important  to  the  Territories,  1 
hope  the  oommittee  will  rise,  and  close  the  debate 
upon  thia  bill  now. 

The  queetion  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lane, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  demanded  tellers;  whieh 
were  ordered;  and  Messrs.TarLoa,  of  Tennessee, 
and  BaiLBT,  of  Georgia,  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported— «yes  79,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Gommitlee  accordingly  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chajrman 
[Mr.  PHn.r>]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  un- 
der eonsideration,  and  paitieularly  the  special 
order,  being  bills  relating  to  the  orKamzed  Territo- 
ries, and  more  especially  House  bins  Noe.  316  and 
317,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  bill  No.  316, 
with  Bundry  amendments  thereto,  to  the  Houss, 
with  a  reeomatMidation  that  it  do  paes;  and  that 
upon  bill  No.  817  they  have  some  to  no  conoia- 
eion. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  move  the  usual  res- 
olution to  olose  debalaupmi  i1m<N«  319)  bill  kuM 


nader  consideration  in  the  Commitiee  of  the  W  hots 
on  the  Slate  of  the  Union  in  five  minutes  after  its 
consideration  shaH  be  next  resumed  in  oommittee. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  now  move  that  the  rules  bs 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  PuEU>s  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  eaiablish  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  Utah,  to  grant  donations  to  actual 
settlers  therein,  and  for  otner  purposes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  pending  ia 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Utah  to 
strike  out  the  last  proviso  in  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
tellers. 

Mr.  KERR.  Before  the  question  is  taken  upon 
the  motion  to  strike  out,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  expressine  the  reasons  by  which  I  shall  be 

fiverned  in  the  vote  I  shall  give  upon  this  motion, 
do  not  propose  to  detain  the  committee  long. 
I  regard  the  crime  of  bigamy 

A  Meubeb.    Polygamy. 

Mr.  KERR.  No,  sir,  bigamy.  That  is  bad 
enough.  I  say  I  rsgard  the  crime  of  bigamy  as 
a  very  heinoua  one.  I  am  not  disposed  to  give  it 
any  countenance  upon  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment. But,  sir,  its  practice  has  been  acknowl- 
edged in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  ever  aince  the 
organizatioit  of  the  Territory.  It  was  known  at 
the  time  of  its  oigonisation  that  it  did  eziat,  and 
then  was  the  time  for  Congress  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion directly,  and  take  the  necessary  measuies  for 
its  prevention.  But,  sir,  Congress  did  not  meet 
the  question  in  that  form,  at  that  time.  And  I 
say  it  is  our  manifest  duty  to  meet  it  directly— 
now.  Congrees  possesses  the  powerofaupervisinE 
all  laws  made  by  a  Territorial  Legislature;  and  I 
say  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exercise 
that  power  by  annulling  any  law  which  may  exist 
in  that  Temtory  that  counteBancea  or  sanctionB 
such  a  crime. 

But  1  am  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  provision 
for  another  reason.  This  iaa  homestead  bill;  and 
while  we  are  giving  away  the  public  lands  to  bU 
who  come  from  Europe  and  elsewhere,  to  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  to  everybody  who  will  go 
there  and  take  it,  1  aay  it  will  be  doing  injustice 
to  these  people  to  refuae  to  give  it  to  them.  Con- 
greas  knew  of  the  existence  of  polygamy  among 
these  people,  when  they  organized  the  Territory, 
and  used  no  means  for  iu  suppression.  These  peo- 
ple, when  they  took  possession  of  a  portion  of  the 
territory  of  this  Republic,  practiced  polygamy 
openly  as  no  crime;  and  1  say  that,  uiider  these 
circumstances,  it  is  unjust  to  exclude  them  from 
the  benefits  of  thia  provision  when  they  are  ex- 
tended so  freely  to  outcasts  from  Europe,  and 
fugitives  from  justice. 

Another  reason  by  which  I  shall  bs^ovemediQ 
the  vote  I  shall  give  upon  thia  provision,  ia  that 
mentioned  by  the  gentlemao  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
MiLLsoN,]  and,  I  believe,  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Walsh,]  that,  by  the  adoption 
of  any  such  proposition,  we  are  recogniziiig,  in 
the  form  of  law,  that  in  this  country  the  crime  of 
polygamy  does  actually  exist.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  provision  for  thia  reason.  When  wearetakiiy 
hold  of  thia  crime,  I  propose  to  lake  hold  of  it  di- 
rectly, as  we  should  of  any  other  crime.  By  the 
laws,  i  believe,  of  some  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  polygamy  is  a  crime  punishable  with 
death,  i  believe  that  punishment  suited  to  the 
crime,  and  I  believe  it  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  prescribe  that  penalty  for  its  committal, 
wherever  it  exists  in  the  Territories  over  which 
the  Federal  Government  has  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  oppose 
the  amendment.    What  time  have  1  to  do  it  m  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  general  debate  has 
not  yet  dosed  on  the  bill,  but  it  will  in  two  min* 
ules. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  take  the  two  min- 
utes, and  then  five  minutes  afterwards,  if  I  can. 
I  think  the  proper  distinction  is  not  made  by  gen* 
llemen  who  argue  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  pro* 
viso.    This  iaad  proposed  to  be  dotiated  is  111* 
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public  domain,  and  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  I 
Slatea  in  common.     If,   then,  we  give   them   to  ' 
actual  Beitlers  who  will  cultivate,  we  have  a  right 
to  impose  the  terms;  and  we  have  the  power,  I 
hold,  to  say  that  "  you  xhall  not  have  this  public 
domain  as  a  gift,  if  you  intend  to  use  it  to  per-  ' 
petuale  that  system  which  is  recognized  through-  ' 
out  all  the  States  as  a  high  otfense  against  public 
morals." 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  time  fixed   for  the 
closing  of  the  general   debate  has  now  arrived.  ! 
The  amendment  pending  is  to  strike  out  the  last 
proviso  of  the  third  section. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  more  that  after 
the  words  "one  wife"  there  be  inserted  the  word 
"living." 

I  am  opposed  to  the  striking  out  of  the  provis- 
ion referred  to  for  the  reason  which  I  have  given. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stefuens] 
assumes  the  ground  that  Congress  is  undertaking 
to  define  Such  acts  as  shall  be  regarded  as  crimes, 
and  to  punish  them  as  such  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah.  Such  is  not  the  fact.  I  do  not  know  that 
1  should  disagree  with  him  very  much  as  to  the 
power  of  Congress  to  enact  a  criminal  code  for 
Territories,  but  I  do  contend  that  the  people  of 
that  Territory,  or  those  who  would  settle  on  our 
lands,  have  no  right  (o  ask  of  us  a  bonus  in  favor  '■ 
of  extending  a  system  ofwrong  doing  or  revolting  1 
crimes,  in  the  shape  of  donaiion  of  public  lands. 
If  we  donate  the  lands  we  have  the  right, and  it  is 
our  duty  to  impose  such  terms  and  restraints,  as 
will  lay  deep  and  strong  in  that  far  distant  land 
the  foundation  of  sound  morals.  In  what  relation 
do  we  stand  to  the  Territory  of  Utah?  Why, 
sir,  a  very  high  State  paper,  which  has  recently 
come  before  the  other  branch  of  this  Congress  and 
the  public,  (the  President's  veto  of  the  bill  granting 
lands  to  establish  hospitals  for  the  indigent  in- 
sane)  

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  not  in  order.  He  must  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  amendment  under  consideration. 

Mr.CAMPItELL.  I  can  refer  to  a  State  paper 
which  has  appeared  before  the  public  without 
saying  anything  of  what  has  occurred  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genileman  misunder- 
stands the  point  of  order  made  by  the  Chair.  We 
are  now  under  the  five-minute  debate,  and  the 
gentleman  must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  amend- 
ment; they  must  be  relevant  to  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  amendment  is  to  in- 
sert after  "one  wife"  the  word  "  living,"  so  that 
the  section  will  read  "one  wife  living."  If  his 
wife  dies,  then  he  is  at  liberty  to  take  another, 
and  still  have  the  benefits  of  the  act;  but  I  am  op- 

r>osed  to  the  settler  having  more  than  one  wife 
iving.  I  propose  to  insert  two  provisions  in  order 
that  he  may  be  confined  to  one  for  the  reasons 
which  1  have  given. 

As  I  said  before,  it  is  regarded  as  a  high  moral 
offense  in  every  State  of  this  Union,  and  we  stand 
to  these  Territories,  if  there  be  any  force  in  the 
authority  of  a  high  Slate  pnper  which  has  appeared 
before  the  country  this  morning,  (the  veto  mes- 
sage,) in  the  relation  of  guardian,  or  parent,  or 
proprietor  of  the  public  domain,  and  we  have  a 
right  to  impose  the  terms  on  which  that  public 
domain  shall  be  given  either  to  corporations,  asso- 
ciations, or  individuals.  1  will  never  agree,  as 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  who  own 
the  soil,  to  give  it  as  a  bonus  for  selllemeni  to 
those  who  disregard  all  the  moral  restraints  which 
they  themselves  enforce  in  their  own  State  gov- 
ernments, through  the  instrumentality  of  strong 
penal  enactments. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] and  let  me  say  that  I  am  not  so  much 
troubled  about  invidious  distinctions  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Kerr]  seems 
to  be — while  I  say  that  I  am,  at  the  same  time, 
re«dy  to  cooperate  with  him  in  any  direct  mode  of 
striking  at  this  crime,  as  he  calls  it.  But  strike  at 
this  crime  as  directly  as  you  may,  you  will  not 
reach  it  so  effectually  as  you  will  by  retaining 
this  proviso  in  the  bill.  Annul  by  law  the  act 
authorizing  polygamy,  and  how  will  you  secure 
the  practical  enforcement  of  your  law.'  Annulled 
as  that  act  may  be  by  the  law  of  Congress,  tlie 
people  of  Utah  will  still  practice  polygamy.  I 
therefore  want  thia  proviso  retained  for  the  pur- 
poas  of  reaching  that  people,   if  they  are   not 


already  beyond  the  reach  of  moral  considerations, 
by  carrying  the  moral  power  of  this  Government 
there,  so  far  as  we  have  the  power  of  legislating 
on  the  subject.  We  derive  that  power  just  as  we 
derive  the  power  in  the  States  to  reach  any  evil. 
Polygamy,  as  all  agree,  i^  great  moral,  social, 
and  political  evil.  I  am  ready  to  strike  it  down 
in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly.  I  would  reach 
it  by  carrying  the  moral  power  of  this  nation  out 
to  Utah  Territory,  and  saying  to  the  people  of 
that  Territory,  that  any  man  who  practices  this 
crime  of  polygamy  shall  not  receive  the  Govern- 
ment bounty — shall  not  have  the  land  which  we 
give  to  other  people.  I  would  touch  them  through 
their  interesta  in  that  way.  I  would  reach  this 
evil  just  as  we  reach  the  great  evil  of  intemper- 
ance in  the  States.  We  legislate  in  the  States 
upon  the  subject  of  intemperance,  some  by  the 
application  of  the  Maine  law,  and  others  by  other 
means.  1  am  for  the  Maine  law;  others  are  in 
favor  of  other  measures.  But  we  strike  down 
intemperance  as  an  evil,  and  so  would  I  strike 
down  this  evil,  if  the.)e  people  are  not  beyond  the 
powerand  inHuenceof  moral  considerations.  I  wish 
to  put  into  this  bill  a  moral  power  against  polyg- 
gamy.  1  want  to  say  to  the  people  of  Utah  that 
they  shall  not  receive  grams  of  the  public  lands  as 
other  people  receive  them,  if  they  continue  in  the 
practice  of  this  crime. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's amendment;   and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Choirman, 
it  is  proposed  to  strike  out  the  following  pro- 
viso; 

ProvUeil,  Ttisl  Ilie  bcncfltn  of  thl«  act  nhsll  not  eilend  to 
any  person  wtin  pliall  now,  or  at  any  time  liereatler,  be  ibe 
liusbaud  of  njoru  tliaii  ont?  wife. 

Now,  the  proposition  before  the  House 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  remind 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  debate  is  ex- 
hausted upon  that  amendment.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  if  he  desires  to  submit  any  re- 
marks, must  offer  some  amendment,  and  his  re- 
marks must  be  confined  strictly  to  an  explanation 
of  such  amendment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  propose  to  strike  out  the 
word  "one,"  and  insert  in  its  place  the  word 
"  two,"  so  that  it  will  provide  that  the  benefits  of 
this  act  shall  nut  extend  to  any  person  who  shall 
now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  the  husband  of 
more  than  two  wives. 

I  am  opposed  to  striking  out  this  proviso;  and 
as  I  expect  soon  to  be  called  to  vote  upon  it,  I 
desire  to  give  my  reasons  for  offering  the  amend- 
ment I  have.  *1  regard  the  proposition  to  strike 
out  the  whole  proviso  as  oflfering  a  premium  to 
the  polygamists  of  the  whole  world  to  settle  in 
that  Territory.  I  desire  to  know  if  the  American 
Congress  intends,  by  its  action,  to ofl'er  a  premium 
to  bigamists  and  polygamists  of  the  whole  world, 
to  come  and  take  possession  of  a  great,  wide- 
spread, and  fertile  Territory  of  this  Govern- 
ment  

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, under  the  rules,  is  required  to  show  why 
one  wife  should  be  stricken  out  and  two  wives 
inserted.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  will  speak  to  that  point  di- 
rectly. While  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  SrerHENs]  may  be  correct,  I  will 
not  slop  to  discuss  the  distinction  he  makes  be- 
tween mala  proliUjila  and  mala  in  je.  Yet  I  submit 
to  this  committee  whether  the  Government,  through 
this  Congress,  is  to  offer  a  bonus  for  the  establish- 
ment and  perpetuation  of  evil  in  that  Territory.' 
This  is  the  point  involved  in  contrcversy. 

In  a  very  few  years,  under  the  operation  of  the 
proposition  to  strike  out  this  proviso,  you  will 
nave  that  Territory  peopled  by  polygamists,  who 
will  inevitably  outnumber  those  who  may  settle 
there  opposed  to  polygamy.  What  then.'  The 
first  step  will  be  to  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  If  you  admit  them,  what  then.'  By 
your  action,  your  initiatory  action,  in  encouraging 
settlements  in  that  country,  you,  the  American 
Congress,  have  virtually  established  there  polyg- 
amy— this  crime  and  vice  of  the  dark  ages.  Is 
the  American  Congress  prepared,  for  the  sake  of 
technicalities,  to  establisn  this  principle.'  1  can- 
not vote  for  the  proposition  to  strikeout  this  pro- 
viso. These  are  briefly  my  reasons,  among 
others,  why  I  cannot  vote  to  strike  it  out. 

With  the  Permission  of  the  committee,  I  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment  I  ofi'ered. 


Mr.  WALSH.     I  objeA 

Mr.  BALL.     I  desire  to  olTeran  atnendment. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Is  the  amendment  last  offered 
disposed  of? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  !t  is  not  yet  disposed  of, 
and  is  still  pending. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  do  not  wish  to  speak  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment,  but  I  simply  desire  to 
perfect  the  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  ossigned  the 
floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mill- 
son,]  understanding  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Ball]  did  not  wish  to  speak  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MILLSON.     I  oppose  the  amendment  for 

the  reason  I  have  opposed  the  whole  proviso.    My 

I  idea  is  that  we  ougnt  to  treat  thesubject  in  amore 

solemn  manner  than  we  are  disposed  to  treat  ilby 

the  amendment  under  consideration. 

I  had  prepared,  Mr.  Chairman, a  further  amend- 
ment to  the  proviso,  declaring  that  everTlaw,«od 
every  part  of  any  law,  that  may  have  been  here- 
tofore passed  by  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  of  Utah  establishing  or  allowing  bigamy 
or  polygamy,  is  hereby  disapproved,  and  declared 
null  and  void.  But  upon  consideration,  and  a  few 
moments '  reflection ,  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  would 
be  better  to  proceed  in  this  matter  with  more  so- 
lemnity. The  question  is  one  which  demands  the 
solemn  consideration  of  Congress;  and  the  beat 
way  to  effect  this  would  be  the  introduction  of  a 
jointresolulionorbill,  havingone  singleobjectonly 
in  view;  and  that,  the  annulling  of  any  such  laws 
or  regulations  in  the  Territory  of  Utah.  A  bill  to 
this  end,  and  not  connected  with  any  other  meas- 
ure of  legislation,  will  therefore  command  the 
almost  unanimous  assent  of  every  member,  per- 
haps, in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  It  was  for 
these  reasons,  sir,  and  with  the  view  to  effret 
this  purpose,  that  I  conceived  the  idea  of  intro- 
ducing such  R  proviso.  I  first  supposed  that  it 
was  tlie  appropriate  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories  to  introduce  such  a  joint  resolution; 
but  as  Ihey  have  failed  to  do  so,  and  as  no  other 
gentleman  has  made  a  move  in  that  direction,  1 
determined  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  annul- 
ling this  legislation,  which  has  been  hitherto 
allowed  to  take  place  in  the  Territory  of  Utah'. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  amendmenlia 
in  order,  and  the  riuestion  is  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  orfered  by  the  gentleman  {rom 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Tatlor.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  If  there  be  no  objection,  I  *yi 
withdraw  that  amendment. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  wii 
accordingly  withdrawn. 

A  Member.  What  is  the  state  of  the  question? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegenileman  fromOhi* 
[Mr.  Ball]  has  moved  tir  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion  

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  lo  insert  at  the  end  of 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  the  amend- 
ment which  1  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

And  Conftre^K  hereby  diMpprovcs  of  all  )aw«,  if  any.  Is 
the  Territory  or  Ulali,  thai  in  any  way  recopiix<^,  sltow,qr 
f  nnrt,  Ihal  any  man  inny  have  at  one  time  morr  Itmn  oat 
wife,  or  that  any  woman  may  at  one  Umtt  have  mors  Ibaa 
one  huttbnntl. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Sooih 
Carolina  will  btate  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  My  point  of  order  is,  that  Ai 
amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  bill,  or  to  the 
section  under  consideration. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Allow  me  to  submit  that  tius 
very  proviso  is  legisloting  in  respect  to  these  rela- 
tions between  husband  and  wife.  That  is  the  cist 
of  the  proviso  itself,  and  therefore  I  submit  uat 
the  amendment  is  not  out  of  order. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order  under  the  Shih 
rule  of  the  House,  which  provides  that  no  motioa 
or  proposition  on  a  subject  different  from  that 
under  consideration  will  be  admitted  under  color 
of  amendment.  The  amendment,  as  submiued 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Havkk.] 
proposes  to  annul  or  repeal  laws  enacted  by  tha 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Utah.  The  aeo- 
tion  under  consideration  proposes  a  donation  uiNdv 
certain  restrictions.  Tnat  is  the  difTcrenc^,  and 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  humbly  and  respectrallf  de- 
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(ire  to  make  «n  appeal  Trom  the  deeiaion  «f  the 
Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  qneetioa  then  i«! 
M  Shall  the  decieion  of  the  Chair,  pronouncing 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  out  of  order,  etand  aa  the  Judgment  of 
At  eommitteer" 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  On  thatl  demaiid 
tetlers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Measra.  CAnnBtL 
and  SarMODK  appointed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  WUI  the  Chair  atate  the 
point? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  propoaition  under 
oonaideration  is  the  proTiso  to  the  third  section, 
whkh  declares  that "  the  beneUta  of  this  act  shall 
not  extend  to  any  person  who  shall  now,  or  at 
BDy  timS'hei^fter,  be  the  husband  of  more  than 
one  wife."  The  preceding  portion  of  this  bill  r»- 
latea  to  ths  donation  of  lands  to  the  settlers  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah;  The  p^ntleman  from  New 
York  proposes  to  add  to  this  section  the  amend- 
nent  which  has  just  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  The 
Chair  rules  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  not 
in  order,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  germane  to 
the  bill;  and  rules  it  out  of  order  under  the  5Slh 
rtile,  which  says: 

"No  mnlion  or  prnpniiit(on,  on  a  mbjret  different  ftom 
Oiat  nnder  eomideiailoD,  absll  be  admiued  under  eolor  of 
aoMsdanni." 

*'  No  nfotion  or  proposition,  differing  from  that 
tinder  consideration,  can  be  admitted  under  color 
Of  an  amendment."  The  proposition  under  con- 
•Ideration  is  the  donation  of  lands  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  proposes  to  restrict  that  donation.  The 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
proposes  to  repeal  certain  laws  now  ha  force  in 
the  Territory  of  Utah. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  make  one  suggea* 
tion  at  this  point.  The  proriso  itself  declares  that 
Aese  lands  shall  not  be  giren  to  a  man  who  has 
more  than  one  wife.  My  amendment  propoaea 
to  realrain  them  from  havmg  more  than  one  wifie. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Further  debate  is  not  in 
order.  Thequeation  is,  "Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  aa*  the  judgment  of  the  eommit- 
tae?^ 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  it  be  in  order 
to  ask  the  cenlieman  from  New  York  (Mr.  H  aten] 
i^ether  the  law  which  he  proposes  to  repeal  haa 
•ver  been  before  this  House? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order.  The 
pending  queation  ia  aimply  one  of  parliamentary 
law. 

fCrleaofaueation!"  "Q,ue8tion!"] 

The  tellera  then  took  their  places;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  tellers  reported— aiyes  76, 
noes  SO. 

So  the  deeiaion  of  the  Chair  was  auatained  by 
die  committee. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  propoae  to  amend  by  add- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  proviso  the  following: 

But  BOdiiiif  herein  eontxined  •hall  be  taken  u  Iniplyhif 
Itiat  blf  say  or  polygamy  can  in  toy  manner  lie  sancuooed. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
same  point  of  oider  made  on  the  amendment 
Offtred  by  the  gentlenmn  from  New  York,  which 
the  oommittee  has  just  decided  out  of  ordavi  a^ 
plica  to  this. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  sostaina  the 
point  of  order,  aad  decides  the  amendment  to  be 
oat  of  Older. 

Mr.  READY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  KERR.  1  reapeetiblly  appeal  from  the 
daaisioB  of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman's  appeal 
comes  too  lata.  The  gentleman  from  Tenneeaee 
(Mr.  Rbadt]  4lad  been  recognized  hy  the  Chair, 
and  ia  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  READY.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
desire  to  offer.  If,  however,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  desires  to  appeal  from  the  daeisioa 
0f  the  Chair,  I  will  yiehl  mm  the  floor  for  that 
parpooe.  ' 

Mr.  ORR.  There  b  no  diflWenca  between  the 
•milieation  of  this  amendment  and  that  the  eom- 
Dittee  have  just  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  PARKER.    There  isa  marked  dffferenee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  die 
Anendment  to  be  out  of  oMer.  Doea  the  gentte- 
Ittan  appeal  n-om  hia  deeiaion  f 

Mr.  KERR.  I  think  the  amendmeot  h  in 
order;  Mut  1  wilt  Mt  appeal.  I 


Mr.  READY.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding  at 
the  end  of  the  proviao  the  following: 

And  that  any  peraon  who  •ball  at  tny  time  hsTo  more 
dWB  one  iiTiBf  wift  aiiall  tefeil  all  right  lo  any  lands  ae- 
iialnd  noder  diis  act. 

My  object  in  presenting  that  amendment,  air, 
ia  to  eradicate  the  evil  of  polygamy  by  the  roota. 
(Qreat  bughter.J  I  r^ard  it  as  an  ezerescenoe 
on  the  body-politio.  [Renewed  laughter.]  The 
proviso  to  this  bill  does  not  reach  the  evil.  You 
may  pass  the  bill  with  the  proviso,  and  atiU  the 
polygamist  may  indulge  in  this  practice  with  im- 
pttBity,  afterwards  as.weil  as  tiefore.  What  is  be 
to  do?  You  say  that  if  he  has  more  than  one 
wife  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  ths  bencftt  of  this 
act.  You  permit  him  to  avaii  himself  of  the  ben- 
eflts  of  this  act,  having  but  one  wife,  and  when  he 
has  obtained  his  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  from  the  Qoveromenl^— when  he  has  per- 
fected his  title,  then  yon  allow  him  to  go  and 
marry  fifty  wives,  if  he  can  find  so  many  to  have 
him.  Therefore,  I  propose  this  amendment  with 
a  view  of  making  a  forfeiture  of  his  right  to  ths 
land  which  hs  may  have  aeqoired  by  hia  grant 
fitMn  the  Qovemment,  if  he  HaU  afterwarda  in- 
dulge in  tiiia  unlawful  practice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  differ  with  the  gentlemen  who 
aeem  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  Congress  has  no 
right  or  power  to  interfere  with  this  subject. 
Certainly,  so  far  as  the  constitutional  right  of  this 
body  is  concerned,  there  etui  be  no  question.  The 
Conatitution  declares  that  "  Congress  shall  havs 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  Medftil  mlea  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States."  What  are 
We  doing  here  ?  Are  we  not  propeaing,  by  legia- 
hition,  to  make  certain  needful  rulea  luid  rcguht- 
lions  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  Stataa  ? 
We  arepropoaing  to  disposcof  a  lat|;e  portion  of 
this  umtorv.  We  are  midcingdiocnminationa  in 
dniposing  of  that  territory.  We  are  saying  theit 
a  SMiiied  man  shall  be  eoiiUed  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  while  a  single  liian  shall bs  only 
sntittsd  to  ons  hundred  and  sixty  ocras.  And 
have  we  not  the  same  right  to  provide  that  a  man 
who  hss  committed  a  enma  ahail  not  be  entitled 
to  the  benefitaof  thia  law?  Suppoae  that  a  man 
hod  forfeited  the  right  to  the  prole^on  of  his 
Qovemment  by  the  commission  of  erimas;  sop- 
pass  tfaat  he  kad  been  (Minvietad  of  infamous 
crimes,  crimes  whi<^,  in  the  language  of  law, 
rendered  him  inramoia,  deprived  nim  of  certain 
grant  rights,  the  right  <i  oiuzenahip,  the  right  of 
auffrage,  the  right  of  teatifying  ha  a  witness,  tha 
right  ofhoMbig  offices  of  honor  and  trast,  would 
H  not  bs  as  competent,  under  the  Constitution, 
for  Congress,  in  passing  laws  to  dispose  of  tkia 
territory,  to  aay  that  aueh  a  man  should  not  tie 
entitled  to  the  benefila  of  this  law  ?    Oertajnly ,  sir. 

(Here  the  h^imner  fell.] 

Mr.  STUART.of  Michigan.  I  move  toauilee 
oat  d>e  word  '*  act,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert 
the  word  "  seetion. "  It  seems  to  be  tlie  intention 
of  the  eommitee  to  exclude  from  tin  benefits  of 
this  act  all  persons  who  may  be  in  the  category 
of  «  poljrgamist.  The  sixth  aad  swenlh  aeetiona 
of  the  act  provide  for  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
emption law.  The  laaguagrsmipleyed  in  tiiis 
proviso  would  exclude  all  persons  in  the  Ter- 
ritory with  more  than  One  wife  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  preimption  privilege,  fVom  the  right 
of  entering  or  purotaaing  land,  which  I  suppuse 
ia  a  larger  exelnaion  than  ia  dcai^ned  byinoae 
who  fhvor  the  retention  of  the  proviao. 

The  proviao  ia: 

■<  That  the  beneflta  of  this  Mt  ahall  not  exlend  In  any 
pe^ioa  who  ahall  now,  or  alaay  liaie  baraaltar,helke4raa. 
bwid  of  more  Uus  on  wife." 

That  language,  of  courae,  includea  the  whole 
act,  sabsequent  sections  of  whieh  provide  for  the 
extension  of  the  preemption  privilege,  and  the 
power  of  pnrehaaing  puMio  hmda.  I  atippode  the 
object  of  tne  ehaJnnon  of  the  Committee  on  Pob- 
lie  Landa,  in  tetrodueiiig  that  proviao,  waa  to  es- 
ehide  the  polv<gamisia  fram  theae  donationa,  and 
net  to  exehide  them  from  the  finrehaae  of  pabKe 
land,  if  they  think  fit  to  pay  (or  it.  Itseei«a  to 
me,  therefore,  that  the  word  **'aeetion"  should  be 
aubatituted  for  •'bill,"in  eaaetbs  proviso  ia  ad- 
lowed  to  stand. 

ThO'CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  indicated 
by  the  gendeman  from  Michigan  cannot  be  enter- 
tained at  this  moment,  ss  there  is  an  amendment 
to  (heamaadmeiit'already' pending.    The OMr  I 


eonsidsred  the  gentleman  fWmt  Michigan  as  speak, 
ing  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle 
man  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  ReaDt.] 

Mr.  KERR.  I  waa  about  to  raise  that  point. 
The  gentleman  from  Michigan  haa  not  apoken  in 
oppoaition  to  the  amendment,  and  I  want  to  op- 
poaeit. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  felt  disposed 
to  indulge  the  gentleman  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  KERR.  What  is  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee? 

The  Clerk  again  read  Mr.  Rbaot's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STUART.  My  amendment  wilt  apply 
as  well  to  that  amendment  as  to  the  original  pro- 
viso. 

Mr.  KERR.  Is  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Tennessee  an  amendment  to  an  amend- 
ment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  an  amendment 
pending  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  proposes  to  amend  the  pro- 
viso. 

The  queetion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rbadv's 
amendment;  and  it  was  adapted. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  to  amend  the  proviao  by 
striking  out  the  word  "act,"  and  inserting  "  aao- 
tion"  in  lien  thereof. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  question  haa  arisen  in  thi* 
debate  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  inter, 
fere  in  the  domestic  relaiions  of  tne  Territories. 
I  desire  to  submit  a  sueKceiion  or  two  to  the  com. 
raittee  on  that  point.  If  it  were  an  intsrferenev 
with  such  relations  within  a  sovsreign  State,  thers' 
cnuld  be  no  question  ss  to  the  iBcompeteoey  of 
Congress. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  th« 
Chair,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  not 
confining  himsslf  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  merely  desire  to  throw  on* 
some  aoggeationa  for  the  Mneidemtion  of  the 
committee.  You  propoae  now  to  interfere  in  the 
domestic  relations  of  these  Territories.  You  eay 
that  no  man  shall  have  two  wives.  Where  do  yoi^ 
get  the  power  to  do  that?  In  fact,  where  do  yoU 
get  the  power  to  legislate  at  alt forthe Territories? 
The  right  to  acquire  carries  with  it  the  right  to 
govern,  yon  say.  But  to  what  limitationa  ia  tfaa 
right  to  govern  subjected  ?  To  all  the  restriction* 
and  limitationa  contained  in  the  Federal  Consiitu' 
tion.  The  power  to  legislate  is,  at  best,  an  inn 
plied  power;  and  all  anch  powers  should  be  dSe4 
with  great  caution.  Now,  if  Congress  has  a  right 
to  say  that  no  man  in  the  Territories  shall  have 
more  than  one  wire,  may  it  not  say  that  no  man 
shall  have  a  wife  at  all  ?  If  it  can  prescribe  the 
number  of  wives,  may  it  not  altogether  abrogato 
the  marital  relation  ? 

I  aak  the  queetion  for  information.  TfCongreaa 
can  determine  that  there  ahall  be  no  polygamjr, 
may  not  Congress  also  determine  that  there  shall 
be  no  marriage  union  Whatever?  Cannot  Congreea 
go  a  step  ftarcher,  and  say  that  there  shall  M  no 
parental  relation  ?  What  power  ia  involved  in  th« 
deeiaion  of  this  question  ?  Is  not  sovereignty  iiH 
volv<ed?  Is  not  sovereignty  necessarily  impHcaieit 
in  the  right  to  arrange  and  manipulate  the  vital 
relations  of  a  community  ?  If  so,  where  is  sov- 
ereignty lodged  ?  In  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory? Sir,!  have  scarcely  even  contempt  fbrthd 
piebald  doctrine  of  "squatter  sovereignty."  Ia 
It  in  the  Federal  Government?  This  assumptinn 
of  power  would  argrandilEe  this  Government  with 
a  ruthless,  overshadowing,  and  aweing  central 
deepotism.  Where  is  it,  then?  In  the  people  ^ 
Ihe  Hterat  lavertign  SMn. 

If,  then,  this  exercise  of  power  appertains  to 
sovereignty,  ho# wHI  you  reach  the  evil  alhided  Wi 
The  dMlemation  of  gentlemen  may  bubble  up* 
but  it  will  nevsr  moisten  the  roots  of  any  constitu- 
tionsl  right.  In  truth,  sir,  an  exigency  has  arisen 
which  waa  never  contemplated  by  the  fraroera 
of  the  Conatitution.  To  meet  thie,  you  propoaa 
lo  awell  the  powera  of  Congress  by  construe 
tion.  Do  this,  and  yon  will  soon  bui%t  the  bands 
of  a  Federative  Union,  and  weld  the  fragments 
of  the  Conatitution  into  a  coriaolidated  despotiem. 
The  first  step  in  this  always  is  an  amplification  of 
power  by  construction.  Sir,  I  think  polyeamy  a 
burning  shame  upon  any  communitjr.  I  abhor 
all  trifling  with  Ihe  marital  tie;  all  eonju^l  licen- 
tiousness;  and  I  will  extirpate  thia  diagrar.efill 
evil  OS  quickly  and  assbaipiyas  any  man,  4^9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1100 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE: 


May  4, 


can  but  Me  the  power  in  Congress  to  do  it.  All 
I  ask  is  for  gentlemen  to  show  me  tliis  power. 

Af^ain,  how  do  gentlemen  propose  to  accom- 
plish this  purpose?  By  the  enactment  of  laws? 
How  will  they  be  executed  ?  By  a  jury  of  the 
Ticina|re?  Why,  every  inhabitant  is  a  Morrooo. 
He  will  screen  the  accused,  instead  of  aiding,  in 
the  execution  of  your  laws.  Government  can 
only  scourge  out  this  evil  by  military  tyranny. 
Sir,  "  to  this  complexion  "  your  acts  must  come 
•t  last.  Now,  sir,  will  this  justify  an  assumption 
of  pnwer?  I  again  ask  for  the  power  of  Congress 
in  this  matter;  and  if  it  is  shown  to  me.  I  will 
cheerfully  act.  I  cannot  legislate  in  blindness, 
both  as  to  power  and  the  mode  of  reaching  an 
end.  I  advise  gentlemen  to  look  to  these,  and 
not  to  moral  and  social  enormities,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  which  we  all  agree. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  where  Coggress  gets  the  power  to 
insert  the  word  "  white"  tn  this  bill  ?  1  should 
like  to  have  the  gentleman  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  KEITT  I  have  an  immitigable  scorn, 
sir,  for  abolitionism  and  all  its  offshoots;  but  1 
will  answer  the  question 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Keitt'i 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  proTlso  the  following  words: 
**  unless  the  marriage  shall  be  legal." 

I  insist  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  I  have  offered,  for  this  reason: 
Congress  has  no  power  to  disturb  existing  rights. 
If  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Utah  were 
clothed  with  authority  to  pass  a  statute  which 
recognizes  the  validity  of  these  marriages,  then  po- 
lygamy is  not  acrime,  and  Congress  has  no  power 
to  declare  that  a  crime  which  baa  been  legalized 
in  the  Territory.  We  might  as  well  attempt,  by 
legislation,  to  bastardize  the  issue  of  these  mar- 
riages; and  we  might  as  well  go  still  further,  and 
ehanga  their  law  of  inheritance,  and  say  that  the 
issue  resulting  from  these  marriages  should  not 
be  entitled  to  inherit  the  property  which  belongs 
to  their  parents. 

It  is  too  late  now,  after  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  sanctioned  the  existence  of  thta 
law  of  polygamy,  and  given  to  these  people  a  ter- 
ritorial organization,  to  fix  upon  them  aa  a  crime 
that  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  your  G^Tsm- 
ment.  I  hold  that  the  only  way  to  treat  this 
matter,  is  to  brin^  up  the  question  directly,  and 
assert  the  power,  if  we  possess  it,  of  repealing  the 
organic  law  under  which  polygamy  is  sanctioned 
in  this  Territory.  What  right  have  we  to  fix  upon 
these  peoole  as  a  crime  that  which  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  law  ?  The  very  highest  authority  we 
have  declares  that  there  can  be  no  offenss  where 
there  is  no  law.  Such  is  the  language  of  the  Bible; 
and  it  is  useless  to  talk  about  the  existence  of 
rrime,  when  it  receives  the  sanction  of  yoar  laws. 
The  marriages  which  have  taken  place  under  ter- 
ritorial law  are  valid;  and  the  rights  of  these 
parlies  cannot  be  disturbed  by  the  action  of  Con- 
gress. All  that  we  can  do  is  to  look  to  the  future, 
and  prevent  these  marriages,  if  we' consider  them 
immoral. 

Mr.  KBRR.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Sbwaro,]  for 
the  reason,  as  I  believe,  that  it  will  render  the  pro- 
viso a  little  more  acceptable.  I  do  not  see  thatany- 
thing  in  the  world  is  to  b«  accomplished  by  the 
ding  that  is  now  being  made  at  the  Mormons. 
Supposing  polygamy  to  be  a  crime,  as  all  of  us 
pronounce  it  to  be,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  an 
attempt,  at  the  present  time,  to  strike  at  it?  It 
will  drive  ulT  the  Mormons  from  Utah  to  some 
other  portions  of  the  Union,  whrte  the  homeetead 
bill  that  we  have  pacsed  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress  will  enable  them  to  settle  down  again 
comfortably  and  securely.  Congress  will  thus  aid 
and  abet  in  establishing  them  elsewhere  by  the 
authority  given  them  to  go  there,  and  thus  indi- 
rectly sanction  this  very  institution  of  polygamy, 
and  do  injustice  to  other  communities. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  understand  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  the  Territory  of  Utah  in 
.  relation  to  matrimony.  Does  the  law  of  the  Ter- 
ritory on  that  subject  justify  a  plurality  of  wives? 

Ml-.  KERR.  I  hope  my  friend  will  pardon  me. 
My  time  is  too  limited  to  allow  it  to  be  encroached 
on.  I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
DiaNKT,}  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 


Lands,  to  stale  this  morning,  that  he  had  in  his 
possession  a  copy  of  lbs  laws  of  that  Territory, 
10  which  polygamy  was  recognized  by  law  there; 
and  1  undierstood  the  Delegate  from  that  Terri- 
tory this  morning,  in  reply  to  a  question,  substan- 
tially to  admit  that  fact. 

W  ell,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  going  on  to  observe 
that  polygamy,  whatever  it  may  be,  has  not  been 
legalized  by  Congress.  It  is  confined  to  Utah;  it 
is  confined  there  almost  exclusively.  The  eflfect 
of  the  present  proposition,  if  adopted,  will  be  to 
diff'use  it  through  the  vast  extent  of  the  public 
domain.  For,  if  you  virtually  prohibit  it  in  Utah 
by  the  provisions  of  this  bil( — which  is  a  home- 
stead bill  on  a  very  restricted  scale — the  effect  will 
be  to  drive  the  Mormons  from  their  present  local- 
ity, and  scatter  them  Hroadcast  through  all  the 
rest  of  the  public  domain  of  this  country. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  one  who  is  sincerely 
and  decidedly  opposed  to  the  prevalence  of  crime 
of  every  sort,  ana  especially  to  the  existence  and 
prevalence  of  this  particular  crime,  I  am  opposed 
to  this  amendment.  If  Congress  has  not  got  the 
fearless  independence  and  determination  to  make 
a  bold  and  direct  onslaught  on  the  institution  of 
polygamy,  by  providing  penalties  for  the  punish- 
ment of  those  guilty  of  that  crime — so  long  as 
Congress  does  not  aim  at  its  total  suppression — 
then  I  say  let  it  stay  where  it  is.  Let  it  be  con- 
fined to  Utah;  and  do  not  interpose  any  enact- 
ment of  legislation  here,  the  direct  tenileney  of 
which  will  be  to  unsettle  sgain  that  migratory 
horde  of  people— for  they  are  a  migratory  people, 
start  at  a  very  short  notice,  and  go  a  very  great 
distance,  in  order  to  secure  a  place  where  they 
can  enjoy  the  exercise  of  their  religious  rights.  I 
am  in  favor  of  giving  these  Mormons  a  litis  in 
the  land,  inateatfof  having  them  cut  off  aa  they 
are  by  the  restriction  of  this  territorial  bill. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  there  be  no  objeetton,  I 
desire  to  withdraw  my  amendment: 

There  was  no  objeelioo,  and  tb*  amendment 
was  withdrawn.' 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  dsairs  to  make  an  in- 
quiry. If  I  understood  aright  the  gentlennui  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Behbok,]  who  read  the  law  organ- 
icine  the  Terriiorr  of  Uiah— — 

llie  CHAIRMAN,  (inurropting.)  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  most  propose  an  amend- 
ment if  he  wishes  to  apeak,  debate  having  baan 
exhausted  on  the  oricinal  amendrnMU 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Then  I  move  to  amend 
the  section  by  inserting  the  words  *'  or  who  shall 
not  have  a  wife." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  I  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  who  read  the  law  organizing 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  all  laws  there  pasMd  must 
nltimately  come  before  the  House  for  approval. 
Ami  ngnt,  sir? 

Mr.  Kerr.  No,  sir;  yon  are  not.  The  cen- 
lleman  from  New  York  will  allow  me  to  expwin. 
I  was  present  when  the  law  was  read  this  motn- 
ing.  Lecislation  in  Utah  is  the  law  of  the  Terri- 
tory antil  reversed  by  Congress. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  understand  that  such  laws  as  are  passed  in  the 
Territorial  Legislature  are  sent  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  andTeqairs  the  action  of  this  House. 
Am  I  right,  sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  They  do  not  require  the 
action  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Well,sir,  if  it  is  se  that 
the  law  organizing  the  Territory  of  Utah,  and  the 
laws  which  are  made  in  that  Territory,  are  in 
force  until  they  are  superseded  by  the  action  of 
thia  House,  then  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  out  this 
proviso,  and  acting  directly  on  this  question  when 
It  comes  here  before  us  for  our  sanction  or  for  our 
revsrsal. 

For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  to  strike  oat  this 
proviso;  stating  at  the  same  time,  that  if  1  can 
nave  an  opportunity  of  passing  directly  upon  the 

aaestion,  and  entertaining  the  conviction  that  I 
0,  that  polygamy  is  hostile  to  our  institutions, 
and  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  I 
shall  vote  against  it.  I  shall  now  vote  for  striking 
out  the  provision  in  this  bill,  with  the  hope,  and 
under  the  impression  that  that  other  quesuon  will 
soon  come  before  us  for  our  direct  action. 

Mr.  BERNHISBL.     I   desire  simply  to  re- 
mark that  there  is  no  statute  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah  on  the  sutueot  of  polygamy.    It  is  a  matter 
of  rftclesiaslical  law. 
Mr.  WALBRIDGE.    If  there  is  no  statute 


law  in  Utah  upon  that  subject,  and  if  we  shall 
not,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  reach  thia  enormity 
by  a  direct  vote,  I  shall  change  ray  positioo,  and 
stand  by  this  proviso.  If  we  have  the  power  of 
donating  these  lands,  we  may  ooonast  with  su«k 
donations  the  conditions  upon  which  they  shaU 
be  made,  since  we  stand  in  the  position  of  liooorst 
with  power  to  impose  the  terms  of  the  grant. 

If  this  practice  rests  upon  ecclesiastical  law, 
and  this  House  has  not  the  power  to  atriksit 
down,  I  shall  then  sustain  this  proviso,  that  being 
the  only  manner  of  reaching  the  evil.  I  am  there- 
fore (Jecidedly  in  favor  of  staadiiig  by  theprovieo^ 

Mr.  LYON.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  Tcrritorinl 
bill  proposes  to  give,  upon  certain  coBditioos^oiie 
hundred  and  eixty  acres  of  land  to  every  su^ 
man,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty  to  every  mar- 
ried man,  "protidtdfurihtr,  that  Uu  ban^fiU  ef  UU» 
act  thaU  not  extend  U>  any  person  vho  ihatt  now,  ar 
at  any  time  htrin)ltr,bt  tkt  fciutond  i^mantlumm* 
iB\fe.  Against  the  striking  out  of  this  proviso  1 
most  earnestly  protest.  This  subject  is  too  lightly 
considered,  I  fear,  by  this  enlightened  commiUca, 
its  great  consequence  as  a  precedent  makes  it 
needful  that  our  investigalionsahould  be  thorough, 
worthy  of  Christian  statesmen  and  Christian  law* 
givers.  I  would  appeal  to  the  hearty  paliiotism 
of  every  member  present,  edutiated,  as  they  have 
been,  in  the  principles  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers.  Cav- 
aliers, and  the  Huguenots — the  descendants  of  men 
who  Aed  from  proflijpite,  libidinous,  and  liceotioua 
courts  to  enjoy  a  virtuous  quiet  in  the  unbrok^ 
wilderness  of  the  West — if  iney  are  willing  to  see 
this  Government  disgrace  itself  by  express  or  iin> 
plied  legislation,  in  any  way  sanctioning  the  prac- 
tice of  polygamy  in  this  country.  Its  enormity  as 
a  crime  has  been  made  the  sobjea  of  strineent 
statutes  in  every  State  in  the  Confederacy.  Is  a 
premium  to  be  paid,  in  fertile  lands,  for  the  d^ 
bauching  of  our  daughters  and  the  deluding  of 
our  wives?  Is  this  Congress  so  weak  as  bMcljr 
to  stoop  to  such  a  purpose,  reversing  all  the  cher- 
ished associations  ana  instructions  of  our  cluld« 
hood?  Is  this  black  cancer  sore,  this  creeping 
leprosy,  to  be  encouraged? 

When  the  people  of  Utah  are  PJacel  on  tba 
same  basis  as  the  people  of  other  Territories,  is 
not  that  sufficient,  is  not  that  enough?  Strike 
out  the  clause,  and  what  will  be  its  actual  consa> 
quences  ?  Individuals  will  go  there  whose  senses 
are  stronger  than  their  sentiments,  whose  passions 
override  their  principles,  and  avail  themselves  of 
Government  bounty, and,  like  Persians,  Hindoos, 
and  Musselmen,  fill  their  houses  with  tlie  bloomioK 
beautiea  of  the  North,and  the  witching  women  i? 
the  South,  provided  they  have  wealth  or  personal 
attractions  to  induce  such  a  painful  and  horrid 
sacrifice.  It  has  been  demonstrated  clearly  by  all 
political  economists.  Dr.  Franklin,  Maithus,  and 
Miss  Martineau,  that  one  man  is  just  enough  for 
one  woman,  the  very  state  the  Lora  originally  in- 
tended when  he  created  Adam  and  Eve.  That 
there  should  be  no  monopoly  of  the  fair  sex .  Yet, 
when  polygamy  is  tacitly  rctpeetatMsed  by  an 
American  Congress,  it  may  not  be  so  difiSoult  to 
All  with  sisters  and  daughters — ^those  whom  God 
destined  for  a  nobler  doraeetie  sphere— an  Ameri- 
can Harem,  a  Mormon  Soaglio.  Sir,  there  is  but 
one  way  to  kill  the  oockatriee.  It  is  to  break  the 
ege.    Uiito  brtak  the  egg. 

Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  those  countries 
where  polygamy  exists— to  the  feeble  and  dis- 
membered empire  of  the  Sultan,  at  present  under 
the  protectorate  of  England  and  France.  Wo- 
men, according  to  the  Koran,  have  no  immortal 
souls;  women  are  sold  as  slaves;  women  Wf  pro- 
tected by  high  walls,  guarded  by  aonuens,  the 
creatures  of  appetite,  ministering  to  the  most  in- 
flammable  passions  of  our  nalur*  The  bitter 
unhappiness  of  Harem  life  is  little  understood— 
its  d^redation  of  woman,  its  brutalization  of  man. 
The  mnocent  young  creatiuea  who  seek  Constan- 
tinople, and  other  cities  of  the  Orient,  look  upon  it 
as  destiny;  and  bear  their  lot,  prisoned  by  morbi* 
walls,  amid  the  splendid  misery  of  hanging  gar- 
dens, sparkling  fountains,  radiant  flowers,  breath- 
ing perfumes,  with  stul  and  breaking  hearts.  And, 
sir,  do  you  think  things  are  diff'erent  amonx  tho, 
"Latter-Day  Sainu" in  the  Mormondiom  of  Ulali  i 
No,  sir;  just  as  bad.  Amid  the  jealousies  of  & 
plurality  of  wives  the  respect  of  parental  authoritjr- 
IS  lost,  the  gentleness  or  fireside  instruction  an^ 
hearthstone  memories  is  destroyed.  Crime  of 
the  most  revolting  character  ensues;  infanticide 
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ibllowi  ••  a  matter  of  eourae  as  soon  aa  the  hus- 
band finds  he  isgettinf  more  children  than  he  can 
sapport.  Sir,  human  nature  is  just  the  same  in 
rftry  land.  Do  you  think  Abdal  Medjid,  with 
three  hundred  and  Beventy  wires,  has  been  the 
Aober  of  only  five  children?  It  is  impossible. 
(Applaoae  and  laughter.]  The  bodies  of  dead  in- 
■ms  float  on  the  sapphire  tide  of  the  Bosphorus, 
and  the  Lightof  many  a  harem,  from  the  deatroo- 
lioft  of  her  offspring,  has  been  lost  among  the 
dark  shadows  or  the  cypress  of  Scutari.  There 
ii  not  a  drag  shop  in  an  Oriental  city  but  sell 
the  means  of  destroying  the  new-born.  And, 
heing  warned  of  these  things,  let  us  not  fix  this 
^ague-spot  upon  the  route  to  the  golden  gate  of 
Ae  Pacific,  the  western  pathway^  of  empire.  Pos- 
•rity,  sir,  will  anathematize  this  kind  of  legisht* 
tion  to  the  latest  years  of  the  Republic.  We  all 
•ball  die,  eninble  to  dust,  our  names  be  lost  in 
oblivion,  but  the  principle  we  establish  by  im- 
piiaatioo,  aa  the  gnost  of  Hamlet^  father,  will 
evidence  against  us  when  we  have  passed  away. 
Let  OS  nieet  this  subject,  discourage  it,  condemn 
k,  reject  it.  And,  sir,  it  will  be  an  honorable 
precedent,  not  far  a  day,  iutfir  alt  time. 

The  Mormons  have  been  spoken  of  aa  a  per- 
secuted people — a  martyred  people,  driven  from 
State  to  State.  With  their  sorrows  I  sympa- 
thize, for  their  griefs  1  grieve;  but  it  seems  a  cu- 
rious way  to  console  them  for  the  past  by  asking 
Congress  to  sanction  polygamy  in  the  future.  It 
is  said  that  this  practice  existed  in  the  days  of 
Solomon.  True.  The  running  after  the  strange 
women  of  Egypt,  the  falling  ^om  grace  in  the 
■ervice  of  Goo,  was  thegreat  reason  of  Solomon's 
reign,  after  a  glorious  day,  ending  with  a  lurid 
■unset.  And  from  his  loins  issued  that  undutiful 
heir,  whose  unjust  acts  was  the  scourge  of  Israel; 
fttr  plurality  of  wives  destroys  young  men,  and 
debases  old.  The  light  of  the  Prophets  went  out 
the  night  Jesus  was  crucified.  The  OM  Dispen- 
ntion  was  fulfilled,  and  a  day  of  prngresa  was 
brought  in  under  the  rsys  of  a  New  Testament, 
ftt>m  whose  teachings  our  nationality  sprang  into 
Mistence.  Lamartine  beautifully  said:  "Jeru- 
salem was  the  sepulcber  of  the  Old  WofU,and  the 
«mdle  of  the  New."  Let  us,  as  Christians,  fol- 
tow  and  legislate  in  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  not  of 
J«*  Smith;  let  m  take  the  holy  Qospet,  not  the 
BoAk  of  Mormoa.    * 

On*  idea  further,  in  continuation.  Point  me  to 
■  nation  where  polygamy  is  practiced,  and  I  will 
point  you  to  heathens  and  barbarians.  It  seriously 
affects  the  prosperity  of  States,  it  retards  civiliza- 
tion, it  uproots  Christianity.  The  Ottomans  or 
Turks  are  the  best  specimens  of  this  system;  and 
although  they  import,  and.  have  for  centuries,  ths 
most  beautiful  women  from  the  mountains  of 
Qsorgis  and  of  the  valleys  of  Circaasia,  those  free 
•nd  brainfUl  ooontries,  Tartar  maidens  from 
beyond  the  Caspian,  and  the  Arabian  girls  from 
Yemen,  yet,  efTeminacy  and  weakness,  lack  of  in- 
tslleetuaf strength,  bodily  ener^,  national  decay, 
is  its  sad,  unfailing  result,  while  the  Greeks,  the 
Jews,  and  the  Armenians  have  increased  in  num- 
bers and  enterprise  under  the  iron  heel  of  their 
merciless  oppressors.  Who  fought  the  battles 
Ofthe  Turkssinee  the  day  of  Mahomet  11..'  Un- 
4sr  Aehmet,  Amaiath,  SeHm,  and  Mahmonnd  ? 
Vnderwbose  leadership  did  they  become  a  terror 
to  Borope?  It  was  the  renegade  and  aneatate 
Creates,  Walcharens,  Greeks,  Poles,  and  Honga- 
flans.  Under  their  commands  they  victoriooslr 
HtNited  (he  Crescent  over  the  battlements  of  Bel- 
grade, over  the  towers  of  Pesth,  and  by  the  walls 
Of  Vienna.  But  fbr  the  god-like  gallantry  of  Stah- 
nnberg,  they  might  have  swept  on  to  the  Elbe 
•nd  the  Rhine. 

The  Moors,  after  seven  hundred  years  in  Spain, 
ware  driven  hence — though  best  and  bravest  of 
■H  the  Meialems — a  nation  of  polygamists  and 
'vohiptuaries.  Their  last  stronghold,  Granada, 
Ml  tiefbre'ths  pious  sovereigns  of  Castile  and 
Am<|[on.  I  will  quote  the  reonke  given  Boabdil 
•I  Chico  by  his  heroic  mother  on  his  weakness  at 
the  surrender  of  his  kingdom.  "  Yon  do  Well," 
•aid  she,  "  to  weep  like  a  woman  for  what  you 
foiled  to  defend  like  a  man." 

It  has  been  doubted  by  gentlemen  whether  this 
•latweM  (wnscitational;  yet,  with  ths  following 
words  in  relation  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  ten- 
dtrmust  betheirscruptesif  they  doubt  it.  Section 
liiiRl  of  theCcsistitution  of  the  United  States  reads 
■■follows: 


"  Caii|t«M  •ball  have  power  to  dlippse  of,  and  make  *ll 
aeeMU  n/a  and  ntulatUnu  ra*p«cliog,  the  Territorie*.  ■  > 

This  is  one  of  the  necessary  rtgvlatUma — one 
of  the  wholesome  rvte$.  We  are  told  by  the  Del- 
egate from  Utah  [Mr.  BaRMHittL]  that  it  is  an 
"ecclesiastical  establishment,"  a  religious  law, 
and  over  such  many  strict  constitutional  construc- 
tionists believe  we  have  no  control.  The  Thugs  or 
stranglersof  men,  the  Phaasegars,  the  Buddhists, 
who  worship  Juggernaut,  the  Seftis,  who  perform 
every  year  human  sacrifices,  all  have  a  right  to 
practice  their  abominations  under  the  territorial 
government  of  the  United  Slates,  if  once  settled 
here.  They  all  have  an  equaKclaim  to  their  "  re- 
ligious esrablishmeot,"  no  matter  how  demoral- 
izing or  inhuman,  over  which  it  is  said  Congress 
has  no  right  to  interfere  or  to  control;  but  that  we 
have  power  to  prevent  giving  a  bounty  for  its 
encouragement,  I  think  I  have  fairly  shown.  If 
the  many-wifed  demoralizers  get  outnumbered  by 
the  virtuous  single-wifed,  a  wiss  State  government 
may  yet  be  formed  that  will  dohooorand  credit  to 
the  Union:  Let  us  nip  this  evil  in  the  bud,  for  the 
sake  of  morality,  religion, and  Christianity.  Marc 
Antony  was  the  first  polygamist  of  all  the  Romans. 
Mark  his  fate.  The  conqueror  of  Phillipi,  like  the 
builder  of  the  temple  of  tlie  Lord,  fell  before  the 
Circean  spells  of  the  Syrens  of  Egypt.  The 
fugitive  of  Actiumdied  ingloriously  in  the  arms  of 
Cleopatra.  This  foul  system  waa  encouraged  by 
the  Emperors  Theodosius,  Honorius,  Arcadius, 
and  by  Valentinian,  by  an  express  law,  in  the 
year  393.  When  the  name  of  the  Roman  empire 
was  Ichabod — its  glory  had  departed. 

Sir,  this  is  a 

"  Monster  of  w>  friflitAil  mien 
An,  to  be  baled,  need*  but  lo  be  Men  t 
Y«t.  Efeen  ton  oO,  nnuiltar  with  her  (hce. 
We  flrvt  endutft,  Ih^ii  pify,  thsw  sMsaAOB." 

By  the  blessed  memory  of  those  virtuous  spirits 
who  battled  fbr  liberty  not  licentiousness  it 
should  be  blotted  out,  as  a  stigma,  a  dishonor,  a 
disgrace,  from  existence  on  the  soil  of  North 
America.  [Sensation,  and  cries  of  "Good!" 
"Good!"  "Well  done!"] 

Mr.  WALBRIDQE.  1  will  remark  that  I 
agree  with  my  colleague,  that  in  killing  the  cock- 
atrice you  hurt  the  egg,  but  which  end  of  the  egg? 
[A  laugh.J 

Mr.  PARKER.  Is  there  an  amendment  pend- 
ing? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  only  amendment 
pending  is  that  offered  oris inolly  by  the  gentleman 
from  Utah,  to  strike  out  Uie  proviso. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
in  ths  nineteenth  line,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  husband"  the  words  "  guilty  of  being,"  so  that 
the  proviso  will  then  read: 

JIntI  frowUtd  fiathtr.  That  Uir  benella  of  thia  act  lihall 
not  extend  lo  any  peraon  who  aball  now,  or  st  any  lime 
harealter,  be  (uiliy  or  beinf  Ibe  husband  of  more  Hian  one 
wife. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  gratified  to  observe  that 
there  is,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  but  one  sentiment 
in  this  committee  in  reference  to  the  crime  of  big- 
amy or  polygamy.  The  Ihces  of  all  of  us  are 
aesinst  it.  I  rather  Incline  to  the  belief  that  there 
is  not  one  exception  to  the  rale.  I  believe  even 
the  gentleman  from  Utah  himself  is  not  an  excep- 
tion, for  since  he  has  oocapied  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  he  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  said  one  word 
in  favor  of  it;  and  during  this  discassion  he  has 
not  opened  his  month  in  its  defense.  The  ques- 
tion tjien  simply  is,  in  what  shape  shall  we  meet 
this  crime.  My  friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Kerr]  objecta  to  the  adoption  of  this  proviso, 
because  it  is  meeting  the  question  indirectly.  He 
prefers  marching  directly  up  to  it,  and  in  the 
common  pariance  of  the  day,  taking  the  bull  by 
the  horns.  He  is  for  declaring  at  once  that  polyg- 
amy shall  be  deemed  a  crime.  Well,  sir,  suppose 
you  do  make  that  declaration,  what  will  be  the 
effect?  It  has  been  tolerated  in  that  Territory 
ever  since  the  Territory  was  organized;  and  they 
do  not  deem  it  to  he  a  crime  there.  It  cannot  be 
found  in  their  statutes,  and  you  cannot,  by  an- 
nulling any  of  their  laws,  reach  it.  Tou  cannot 
reach  it  in  any  other  way  than  through  the  or- 
ganic law  of  the  Territory;  and  if  in  that  way 
you  declare  it  a  crime,  and  the  crime  is  still  com- 
mitted there,  how  can  you  execute  the  law? 
How  are  you  to  execute  it? 

I  say,  then,  that  it  is  impossiUe  to  reach  itdi- 
rselly  by  any  law  upoa  yoor  atatuts  book,  and 


that  it  cannot  be  more  efieetnalljr  reached  than  in 
the  form  proposed  in  this  section.  It  can  bs 
reached  in  this  manner,  and  in  this  form  it  is  per- 
fectly legitimate. 

I  have  introduced  this  amei>dment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  what  seemed  to  be  an  olijec- 
lion  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and 
others,  who  think,  as  the  phraseology  of  the  mat- 
ter stands,  that  there  is  an  implication  that  wo 
can  recognise  this  thing.  With  the  amendment, 
that  implication  is  destroyed.  We  declare,  in 
fact,  that  we  regard  it  as  a  crime,  and  thus  save 
the  otjjaction  on  that  scors.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
with  such  an  amendment,  we  can  let  this  matter 
stand,  and  stand  with  propriety,  to discountenaneo 
this  heinous  crime,  in  the  estimation  of  every 
member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  a  pro ybrasssmendment  for 
the  purpose  of  answering  some  of  the  remarks 
made  by  my  colleague  in  the  early  part  of  this 
day's  session.  I  am  glad  to  find,  though  an  hum- 
ble member  as  I  know  I  am,  on  this  floor,  that 
in  opposing  the  striking  out  of  this  proviso,  slrraig 
minds  and  strong  nerves  have  come  to  my  rescue, 
notwithstanding  the  strict  scrutiny,  and,  I  might 
say,  the  instigation  from  my  diatinguished  col- 
league; notwithstanding  his  attempt  to  throw  the 
opposition  into  ridicule,  I  have  been  sustained. 

The  gentleman  proposes  to  discriminate.  I 
would  ask  him  whether  we  do  not  discriminate 
in  this  very  section  ?  Do  you  hear  any  complaint 
from  my  worthy  colleague  on  that  subject?  Wo 
exclude  adult  females  from  the  provision  of  this 
bill.  Why  should  he  parade  himself,  then,  in 
reference  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Mormons  with 
more  wives  than  one?  I  say  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  prescribe  to  whom  it  will  give 
this  Ukod,  when  it  makes  a  clear  donation  without 
equivalent.  I  hope  that,  after  the  gigantic  appeals 
we  have  heard,  his  conscience,  u  not  his  judg- 
ment, will  letMl  him  to  fiivor  the  retention  of  the 
proviso. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  will  witltdraw  my  amend- 
ment, if  there  be  noobiection,so  that  thegentleman 
may  offer  one  which  he  has,  and  which  1  prefer. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  amendment 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  tho 
proviso  all  afUr  the  word  "hereafter,"  and  to  insert 
in  Hsu  thereof  the  words  "  live  with  or  have  mors 
than  one  woman  as  hiowife,onder  color  of  law;" 
so  that  the  proviso  will  read,  if  the  amendment  be 
adopted,  as  follows: 

**  JIM  froMtifurtktr,  That  the  beneffte  of  thia  art  shall 
not  extend  to  any  fierson  who  aball  now,  or  at  any  time 
herealtor,  live  sviih  or  have  oMre  ibaa  one  worasii  si  bis 
wtft,  ttBdar  color  of  law." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  been 
adopted,  and  incorporated  in  the  proviso.  Does 
the  gentleman  propose  to  strike  any  portion  of  it 
out? 

Mr.  HUGHES,  I  do  not  propose  to  inter- 
fere with  the  amendment  adopted,  but  to  insert 
mine  as  it  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  I  offer 
the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  the 
difliculty  of  the  criticism  on  this  section  which 
lias  been  indulged  in  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  MiLLtoH.J  He  and  some  other  gen- 
uemen  have  raiaed  objections  tothia  section,  mm 
the  fact  that  it  seems  to  infer  that  polygamy  le- 
gally exists  in  some  portions  of  the  Territory. 
The  provision,  as  I  propose  to  amend  it,  would 
do  away  altogether  with  the  idea  of  legality.  It 
merely  involves  ths  idea  that  there  is  a  custom 
prevailing  in  the  Territory — a  claim  that,  under 
the  color  of  law,  a  man  may  have  more  than  one> 
woman  as  a  wife.  But  the  idea  of  the  legal  reia-. 
tion  of  husband  u^  wifsnnder  such  circumstances^ 
is  entirely  dons  Wray  with  in  my  amendment. 

My  amendment  afso  sulMtitutes  the  word  "  pro-> 
visions"  for  tl>e  word  "benefits,"  contained  in 
the  proviso.  I  have  made  that  alteration  for  tho 
reason  that  it  might  be  iniierred  from  the  proviso^ 
unless  so  amended ,  that  the  benefits  ofthe  bill  aro 
not  conferred  upon  tlwse  parties,  because  it  is  a 
sufficient  benefit  to  have  more  than  one  wife.  I 
think  the  word  "provisions"  is  better  than  "  beO'^ 
efits,"as  i  suppose  women  in  Utah  are  like  women 
all  the  worU  over;  and  there  might  be  some  cavil 
aa  to  whether  it  was  a  real  benefit  fbr  a  man  to 
have  move  than  one  wife.  If  Mrs.  CaodlsM  cur< 
tain  leotsres  have  penetrated  into  that  distant 
region,  and  if  (he  curtain  lectures  therk  ar*  of  th« 
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oaaal  dantioe,  it  mqcht  b«  a  iMMtar  of  eonnd«a> 
bU  doubt  whether  it  could  b«  called  a  benefit  for 
•  maa  to  ha**  haif  a  docen  wives.  (A  laugh.]  I 
think  my  amendment  obviates  (he  objeetiona  which 
Iwve  been  raised  by  different  membera  of  the  com- 
mitue,  and  I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ehall  trea- 
paas  upon  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  buta 
aingle  moment.  I  do  not  intend  to  oeeupy  my 
five  minute*.  It  aeeras  to  me  that  a  {^reat  portion 
of  this  debate  baa  been  altogether  outside  of  the 
raal  question  before  the  committee,  la  the  home- 
atead  bill,  which  was  before  the  House  some  time 
<^,  and  which  passed  the  House,  certain  condi- 
tions were  impossd.  One  conditian  was  that  the 
beoeficiaiies  should  be  white;  another  condition 
was  that  they  should  reside  on  the  land  for  the 
apace  of  fire  years.  Now,  I  do  not  nnderatand 
that  either  of  thoae  conditions  implied  that  we 
thereby  declared  that  all  those  who  were  not 
white,  or  who  did  not  live  upon  the  land  for  five 
years,  were  criminals. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  muat  confine  his  remarks  to  the  pending 
amendment  submitted  by  the  gentlmuui  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so. 
And  so  I  do  not  understand  that,  in  voting  down 
the  amendmentofthagenderaan  from  New  York, 
and  voting  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  we  de- 
«lar«,  directly  or  indirectly,  expressly  or  by  im- 
plication, that  {Miygamy  is  or  is  not  a  crime.  We 
only  say  that,  in  making  these  donations,  w*  will 
imposs  such  conditions  u  we  did  in  the  case  of 
tiie  homestead  bill,  as  we  shall  judge  to  be  of 
■oond  poliojr.  In  th«  homestead  bill  we  imposed 
aueh  conditions  as  we  thought  would  be  benefi- 
«ial  to  the  country;  but  we  did  not  thereby  de- 
clare that  everybody  who  did  not  come  within 
those  conditions  was  a  criminal.  And  so  in  this 
«ase;  we  belisrs  that  sound  poliey  and  the  good 
«f  the  country,  requires  that,  in  making  these  do- 
ontieii*,  we  sfaoala  limit  them  to  certain  persons, 
«nd  we  may  do  it.  I  hope  that  the  amendment 
«f  die  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  HnoHSs] 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  biU  will  be  passed  as 
it  was  originally  reported. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  wish  to  make  a  snegestion 
to  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  noaamt.] 
loaamaeh  as  the  Delegate  firom  Utah  [Mr.  Baair- 
■ubl]  leU  us  that  there  was  no  law  regakuing 
this  matter  in  the  Territory,  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  accept  the  following  modifica- 
tion: to  insert  at  the  dose  of  his  amendment  the 
tronis  ■■  under  color  of  law  or  otherwiae." 

Mr.  HUQHES.    I  accept  the  modification. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  HvoRat'i 
emiendment,  as  modified;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  propose  to  amend  the 
•mendraent  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
*' person,"  in  the  eighteenth  line,  so  that  it  will 
read,  "  ISndfromdtdfarAtr,  That  the  benefits  of 
thisactshaUnotexlendtoanyperson.'*  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

If  the  amendment  I  have  oCered  is  adopted, 
(his  bill  will  receive  my  support.  If  it  is  not 
Adopted,  I  shall  most  certainly  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  COX.  Is  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  order? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  not  mean  to  occupy 
much  i>t  the  time  of  the  committee  in  discussing 
it.  It  4oes  seem  to  me,  from  all  we  have  heard 
l»ere->if  I  can  get  thia  provision  adopted— that 
the  bill  will  pns  without  any  omxMition  at  all; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  there  will  be  half  a  dozen 
votes  against  it.  It  seems  to  me,  aa  the  time  for 
the  diseossion  of  territorial  bills  is  so  limited- 
there  being  only  two  days  more  under  the  special 
•rder — and  as  tlw  Committee  OBiTcnitories  seem 
to  be  batching  bills  ngufarly  ev9y  night,  (l««gh- 
ter,]  rtiat  the  sooner  w«  get  throogh  this  bill  tbe 
better,  if  we  mean  to  have  the  oAer  bflls  ooasid- 
«red  at  all. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  m 
•mendsient  now. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  An  omendasent  would 
not  be  in  -order  now,  as  there  arstwo  omendaents 
eilready  pending. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  desire  to  «irer,  at  Ihesoita- 
ble  time,  an  amendment  to  the  proviso. 

TheCaAIRMAN.  The  question  wilt  first  be 
(afken  en  At  adoption  of  tbe  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  f  M  r.  LETCBBa.] 

Mr.  LBTCfl&B.    I  asE  for  a  MnmoA. 


Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  say  ■  single  word. 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  fact  that  this  is  a  bill  creating  the  office  of 
surveyor  gtnemi  for  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  not  confining  his  remarks  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  think  I  am  clearly  in  order. 
I  repeat,  that  this  is  abfll  creating  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor eeneral^.^ 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  would  aak  theChair  if  the 
gentleman  flpom  Ohio  is  in  order  to  debate  this' 
question  after  division  is  called  for? 

The  CH  AIRMiMI.  A  division  had  been  called 
for  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lrrca- 
ER;]  but  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dumr] 
rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  before  the  dfvisioii 
hod  taken  place;  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of 
tbe  Chair,  he  is  in  order.  It  is  an  avery-dsy  prac- 
tice for  gentlemen  to  rise  and  address  the  Chair  iii 
thia  way. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  As  I  said  before,  when  I  was 
interrupted,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe 
committee  to  the  fiict  that  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sidemtion  is  a  bill  creating  the  office  of  surveyor 
general  for  the  Territory  of  Utah.  The  language 
of  the  bill  itself  is  imperfect.  The  phrase  "  for 
tbe  benefit  of  aettlera  on  the  public  lands"  is  in- 
correct. It  should  be  ■■  for  making  donations  of 
the  public  lands."  But  the  phraseology  of  the 
amendment  offered  bv  the  gentleman  fhim  Virginia 
[Mr.  Lbtcbbb]  would  prevent  the  extension  of  the 
benefits  of  the  bill  to  any  person,  and  would  prac- 
tically defeat  the  objeeta  of  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  That  is  precisely  What  I 
want. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
aays  that  the  defeat  of  the  bill  is  precisely  what  he 
wants  by  his  amendment.  This  bill  provides  for 
tbe  extension  of  the  Uind  system  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Territory  of  Uuh. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Very  well.  Then  moke  a 
bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  The  bill  under  consideration 
is  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  No,  it  is  not;  it  is  a  bill  for 
a  great  many  other  purposes. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Yes;  but  the  main  object  of 
the  bill  ia  to  extend  the  land  system  over  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah;  to  provide  fonts  survey;  to  create 
theoffice  of  surveyor  general.  Among  tbe  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  It  is  true  that  there  is  one  making 
donations  of  lands  to  actual  settlers.  But  yet  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  limits  the  bill  to  the  one 
idea,  seeing  nothing  beyond  it,  knowing  nothing 
else,  but  limiting  its  operation,  in  his  mind,  to  a 
single  solitary  point.  And  therefore  he  moves 
the  amendment  which,  if  adopted  by  the  House, 
will  effectually  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  LETCfH  ER.  The  bill  is  not,  in  my  mind, 
limited  to  a  single  point.  But  I  told  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  in  my  remarks  proposing  the 
amendment,  and  I  have  told  him  since,  that  I 
wanted  to  destroy  thb  bill. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    Very  well.    I  stated  so. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Very  well;  when  you  un- 
dertake to  make  a  atatement  in  what  I  am  con- 
cerned, state  tbe  fact  as  it  occurs. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  shall,  sir;  and  I  have  doce 
so  in  this  instance. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  saya  that  he  de- 
sires  to  defeat  this  bill.  If  the  Hoiue  is  of  tbs 
sanie  disposition,  then,  in  the  name  of  God,  let  it 
be  done  rapidly.  It  is  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
extension  of  the  land  system  of  the  United  States 
over  the  Territory  of  Utah,  to  cause  the  Territory 
to  be  surveyed,  to  bring  it  under  the  control  of 
the  hutd  administration,  to  create  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  execute  this  work.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  is  opposed  to  all  this.  I  do  not  know 
what  reason  ne  has  for  his  opposition,  but  1  pr  - 
«ame  it  is  about  the  same  as  he  usually  has  in  op- 
posing measures  of  every  kind. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  there  any- 
thing before  the  committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  are  two  amend- 
ments pending;  and  no  farther  amendment  is  in 
order.  The  question  is  now  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  offered  by  die  gentleman  from 
Viiginia,  [Mr.  Ictcikr.] 

A  division  was  called  for. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  division.  The 
Cihairman  atMOwaesd  that  thers  srtra  bat  taxXw- 


four  votes  in  the  affirmative;  not  a  sufficient  Bam- 
ber. 

Mr.  LETCHER  demanded  telleri. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  KBrrr  and 
CAHracLL  were  appointed. 

Mr.  M  BACH  AM.  i  move  that  the  eommitts* 
do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  pat;  and  the  motion  wo* 
agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  havinig 
reaumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  thaeommittpo 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tb* 
state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  bait 
the  atate  of  the  Union  generally  under  considera« 
tion,  and  particularly  the  special  order,  beine 
business  rslaiing  to  tbe  organized  Territories;  aiM 
more  espeoially  House  bill  No.  817,  and  kati 
come  to  no  conduaion  thereon. 

Mr.  BOYCB.  I  move  that  the  Houae  do  na« 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  pat;  and  the  notion  waa 
agreed  to. 

The  Hoos*  aeeotdingly,  at  three  o'clock  and 
forty  miaatea,  adjourned  oiHil  to-morrow  attwalv* 
o'clock,  m. 
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IN  SENATE. 

Fbivat,  Mmn  5, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Henst  Slicbb. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  wish  to  suggest 

amendment  to   the  Journal.    It  ia  stated  thera 

that  I  presented  a  report  from  Professor  Jackson, 

in  relation  to  (he  coal  fields  in  North  Carolina. 

There  was  another  report  laid  in  it  which  I  sup- 

rse  escaped  the  attention  of  tbe  proper  officer, 
wish  to  add,  "and  also  a  report  of  Professoc 
Emmons,  State  geologist  of  North  Carolina." 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  made. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS — PRIVATE  BUXS. 

Mr.  COOPER.    Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDENT.  Th*  Chair  wUI  auggt^ 
to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that  this  ia 
private  bill  day. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  gave  notice  ysstsfday  that 
I  should,  to-dav,  make  a  motion  to  ehancs  Iha 
rale,  so  as  to  allow  the  cooaidaialionof  the  ladiaa, 
appropriation  bill.    I  aak  that  my  motioa  ha  takes 

"  Mr.  SLIDELL.    I  object. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Chair  if  a 
eingls  obisetion  is  saffiaient? 

The  PRESIDENT.  A  single  objection,  in  tho 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  is  suffieisat  to  prevsat  th* 
contention  of  that  resolution  te^ay. 

Mr.  CHASE.    Thein  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Does  tbe  Chair  dacids  tfaatr 
after  having  givsn  notice,  I  cannot  moke  tli* 
BOtioa  to-day? 

The  PRESIDENT.  A  rtaolaUoo  was  filad 
yesterday  by  the  Ssnalor  from  Vitginia,  to  chaan^ 
for  to-day,  the  reaolution  aetting  apart  Friday  rot 
private  biUis;  but  this  being  prirats  biU  day,  that 
resohilion  cannot  b*  oonaiaered  without  unani> 
mous  consent. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Does  ths  Chair  decide  that 
my  rasolation  cannot  be  called  up  and  eeaaidersd, 
onieas  by  unanimous  consent? 

Tbe  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the  opinioa  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hop*,  although  this  is  ob> 
jection  day,  that  there  will  not  be  any  objeeliM 
to  my  being  permitted  to  do  this:  I  some  tin* 
ago  presented  a  petition,  and  hod  it  referred  to  a 
committee,  but  somehow  or  other,  it  baant  laiav 
laid,  and  1  ask  permission  to  file  aduimeateaf 
the  petition,  for  th*  parpoae  of  having  it  nforrcd. 

There  being  no  objecuon,  it  was  recMvsd. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  suMCM 
to  the  Senate,  that  an  order  was  raadstiy  (heSea- 
ale,  setting  apart  Umi  Friday  for  th*  coliaideialioB 
of  advene  reports. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  But  th*  Seoata  adjourned  firom 
Thursdnr  to  Monday.  • 

Th*  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  adjoomea 
over,  and  no  boainess  was  ttansacted  on  that 
Friday. 

Mr.  PETTIT.    Is  that  the  ordsr  of  hnsinasa 

DOW? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir;  lbs  Chair  is  of 
opinion  that  the  eonsideratieo  of  private  hilla 
muat  b*  proceeded  with. 
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B^r.  CHASE.  I  wtafa  to  inquin  whether,  nt- 
•■much  u  the  Senate  adjourned  over  on  lost  Fri- 
davi  and,  of  cooree,  did  not  sit  on  that  day,  that 
order,  which  would  have  been  regularly  executed 
on  laet  Friday  if  the  Senate  had  sat,  is  not  the 
order  for  to-day  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not;  but  that  that  oc4ar  was  confined  in 
its  effiect  to  hist  Friday. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  merely  to  suggest  this 
to  the  Piesident,  if  his  opinion  be  not  clear  and 
dseided  upon  the  other  ptoint.  While  the  Ne- 
braska bill  was  under  consideration  this  thing  was 
done;  I  did  it  myself.  I  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table  on  one  Thursdays  to  suspend  the  rule  for 
the  next  day — Friday.  It  was  taken  up,  and  con- 
•idered  on  Friday.  It  was  considered  on  all  hands 
that  it  could  not  be  objected  to,  and  for  the  reason 
(hat  it  bad  been  brought  in  the  dny  before. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  But  there  is  no  such  case  now. 
No  reaolution  to  suspend  the  rale  was  introduced 
yesterday. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon; 
there  was.  It  was  reaa  from  the  Journal  just 
now.    A  resolution  was  introduced  yesterday. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  understand  that  there  was 
a  mere  notice  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  that  he  would  move  this  morning  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  the  order  setting  apart 
Friday  for  private  bills.  He  did  not  submit  a 
resolution  to  change  the  form  of  the  previous  reso- 
kition,  or  to  rescind  the  rule. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  first  gave  notice  that  I 
should  move  to  suspend  the  rule  to-day;  but  it 
was  suggested  to  me  that  that  notice  would  not 
do,  and  afterwards  I  changed  it  to  the  form  of  a 
resolution. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  appears  on 
Uie  Journal  of  yesterday  as  having  been  presented, 
and,  but  for  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, setting  apart  Fridays  for  the  consideration  of 
private  bills,  it  could  be  considered  to-day. 

Mr.  CHASE.     Precisely;  that  is  it. 

Mr.  HDNTBR.  I  do  notagre«  with  the  Chair, 
hut  I  am  not  disposed  to  appeal  from  his  decision. 
1  am  willing  to  submit  to  any  rule,  whatever  it 
nay  b«,  which  Is  enforced  regularly. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  unwilling  that  the  Chair 
should  remain  unsupported  in  his  position.  It 
is  elearly  ri^ht.  The  object  of  the  rule  was  to 
set  apart  Friday  for  private  bills,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  business.  We  mi^ht  waste  the  entire 
day  now  in  discussing  this  pomt  of  order.  I  think 
ihe  Chair  is  right  in  not  entertaining  the  proposi- 
tion, as  the  consideration  of  private  bills  is  the 
business  of  this  day  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  BADGER.    We  aH  submit. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  was  going  to  submitsJmilar 
rMMurks  to  those  made  by  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana. But,  on  ths  other  point  on  which  the 
Chair  has  intimated  hw  decision,  I  wish  (o  moke 
this  remark.  If  I  understood  lbs  order  which  was 
made  at  a  farmer  day,  it  was,  thaton  the  ensuing 
Friday,  theeonaideration  of  adverse  reports  shouM 
be  the  special  order.  Well,  if  we  adjourned  over 
on  that  day,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  contin- 
■ance  of  that  order  on  the  next  private  bill  day, 
and  that,  of  course,  the  special  order  now  comes 
up.  That  special  order  is  the  consideration  of 
adverse  reports.  I  think,  myself,  if  is  very  im- 
portant that  we  should  dispose  of  them;  and  that 
we  should  now,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  Senate, 
go  into  their  eonaideration  at  this  time. 
'  Mr.  FISH.  I  wish  to  surest  a  compromise 
between  these  conflicting  opinions.  This  being 
objection  day,  I  suppose  there  will  be  but  a  very 
short  time  occupied  with  the  private  Calendar;  I 
hope,  therefore,  we  will  eo  through  with  the  pri- 
vate Calendar,  and  then  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  up  the  adverse  reports  to  which  there  shall  be 
ao  objection.  That  will  probably  givesometimeto 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  have 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  considered. 
,  The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
iin  that  the  day  which  was  set  apart  for  the  eon- 
•ideratioa  of  the  adverse  reports  having  passsd, 
die  order  is  passed  over. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  hope  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  will  be  given  to  take  up  adverse  re- 
poru,  after  we  have  cone  through  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  SLIDBLL.  Uoes  the  Senator  desire  us 
t»  take  up  adverse  reports  ? 

Mr.  FISH .  This  being  the  first  Friday  in  the 
month,  and  objectiAi  day,  I  shsU  ask  dia  Senate 


to  taka  tham  up  after  ws  have  gone  through  with 
the  Calendar. 

Mr.  BADGER.    That  I  suppose  cannot  be 
done,  unless  by  unanimous  eonsent. 
JOHN  G.  MACKALL. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  first  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar is  one  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  G.  Mackall,  deceased,  which  has 
been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Claims.  It 
is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Tha  bill  pcoposss  to  direct  the  Seeretsry  of  the 
Treasury  lo  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  legal  repre- 
seniatives  of  John  O.  Mackall,  deceased,  $4,450, 
as  indemnity  in  full  for  the  loss  of  his  buildings, 
which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  we 
late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  H  UNTER.  I  think  this  is  ons  of  tha  bills 
to  which  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bat- 
akd)  objects.  V 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  biU  wiU  be  passed 
ovsr.  

Mr.  niATT.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  is 
not  here.  He  cannot,  therefore,  object.  I  sup- 
poss  no  objection  can  be  made  by  proxy.  If  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  any  oojection  to  the 
bill,  and  objects  to  its  consideration,  of  course  it 
muet  go  over;  if  not,  I  hope  it  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  would  like  to  hear  the 
report  read. 

The  report  was  read. 

It  appears  that,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  a  party  of  militia  was,  on  the  15th  6t 
June,  1814,  ths  day  on  which  the  destruction  took 
place,  posted,  by  order  of  a  superior  officer,  close 
to  the  dwelling  hooss  of  the  claimant  in  Calvert 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  enemy 
landing  on  the  shore  of  the  river  Patuxent,  and 
of  defending  the  premises. 

It  also  appears  from  tha  testimony  of  several 
witnesses,  that  the  person  in  immediate  command 
and  another  officer,  were  seen  by  the  enemy  to 
enter  into  and  come  out  of  the  house;  that  they 
were  dissuaded  by  the  party  left  in  charge  in  the 
absence  of  the  proprietor,  who  was  at  a  distance, 
in  the  command  of  a  company  of  militia,  from 
making  resistance,  under  the  supposition  that  it 
would  be  useless,  owing  to  the  superior  number 
of  the  enemy. 

The  reason  given  by  the  enemy  for  having  de- 
stroyed the  property  was,  that  they  had  seen  the 
militia  in  and  aoout  the  premises,  and  that  one  of 
their  marines  had  been  wounded  by  them.  It  is 
true  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  house  had 
been  occupied  any  considerable  length  of  time 
either  as  a  barrack  or  depository  for  military 
stores;  but  it  is  clearly  shown  that  ths  occupation 
was  by  order  of  the  officer  who  was  authorized  to 
make  it,  and  the  destruction  was. occasioned  by 
the  occupation  of  tha  premises  in  the  immediate 
vicintty,by  the  American  forces  which  weredrawn 
up  to  resist  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  while  the 
officers  in  command  were  seen  entering  into  and 
coming  from  the  house  by  the  British  officers  as 
they  advanced  upon  it. 

Although  the  nets  stated  do  not  bring  the  claim 
within  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1816,  and  the  amend- 
ment to  it  of  March  3,  1817,  as  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  a  continuous  occupation  for 
military  purposes,  the  committee  think  that  it 
comes  fairiy  within  ths  equitable  construction  of 
these  acts. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

On  the  Question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  (or  a  third  reading,  on  a  division,  no 
quorum  voted. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  that  the  Semite  ad- 
journ.   

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  PETTIT 
called  for  the  yeas  and  naya;  and  they  were  or- 
dered; and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  13,  nays 
36;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mesars.  Allen,  Alehisos,  Bail(er,  Bell,  Benja- 
min, Clayton,  Cooper,  Dawf  on.  Foot,  Owln,  norri*,  Slusrt, 
and  Walker— 13. 

NATB— Heaara.  Brislit,  Brodhesd,  Cbsse,  CIsjr,  Dndp 
of  Wlaconain,  Dodse  of  Iowa,  Dosglsa,  Evaaa,  Piah,  Fits 
Patrick,  Honlar,  Jonea  of  Tsnnaaaee,  MsUonr,  Morton, 
Peai-ce,  Pettll,  Prail,  Ruak,  Blldell,  Stunner,  Tnompaon  of 
Kentnckv,  Toomba,  Toueey,  Wsde,  Waller,  and  WO- 
Uanw— St. 

So  the  motion  was  lest. 

Ths  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is,  •<  Shan 
the  bill  ba  angrossed,  and  read  a  tUrd  dma?" 


On  a  diviaion,  the  Pbbsidbvt  declared  that  tha 
noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  PRATT  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  to  sav  only  a  singia 
word  in  reference  to  this  claim.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  claim  which  was  passed  some  Fri- 
days since,  was  on  the  ground  that  it  was  personal 
property  destroyed,  which  did  not  come,  because 
of  Its  being  personalty,  within  the  acte  of  1816 
and  1817.    This  is  iheease  of  a  house  destroyed. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    This  is  not  in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senator  fi-om  Mary- 
hmd  is  permiHcd  to  diseuaa  ths  question,  other 
gentlemen  ought  also  to  be  allowed  the  aame 
privilege. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  should  like  to  hear  one  of 
the  adverse  reports  read,  as  debate  is  not  in  order. 
I  should  like  to  know  the  reasons  of  some  of  tha 
former  committees  who  reported  adversely. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  objection  to 
the  eonaideration  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  do  not  object  further  tbaa 
lo  hear  one  of  the  adverse  reports. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  ia  no  adverse 
report  among  the  papers. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wsre  taken  on  ordering  tha 
bill  to  be  engroesed  for  a  (bird  reading,  ana  is- 
suited — yeas  ^>  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Bodfer,  B«N,  BsnhUBis,Bil(iil,CliSse, 
Clay,  Cooper,  Dawaon,  nodse  of  Wiaconaiit,  Dodse  of 
Iowa,  Dnuglu,  Fool,  Jamf  a,  Monon,  Puree,  Pratt,  Kuak, 
Slidrll,  Tonmln,  Wsde,  Weller,  and  Wflliama— St. 

NAV8— Meaara.  ANan,  Aiehhon,  Ciayloii,  Evaaa,  nak, 
Pituauiek,  Uantar,  Joma  of  Tonnaaaee,  Malloty.  Norris, 
PeltiL  Swan,  Sumnar,  Tboinpaon  of  Ktuiucky,  rouoey, 
and  Walker— 16. 

It  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
WILLIAM  O.  RIOGBLT. 

The  next  was  the  bill,  also'  reported  from  tha 
Committee  on  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  William 
G.Rldgely,  ■        m       ^ 

It  authorizes  the  proper  accounting  ofloarsof 
the  Treoanry  to  auoit  tha  claim  of  William  G. 
Ridgely,  for  tobacco  destroyed  by  the  British  in 
1814,  at  the  warehouses  at  Nottingham  and  Ma« 
gruder's  i%rry,  in  Prince  George's  county,  and  at 
Benedict's  in  Charles  county,  Maryland,  and  firom 
such  proof  as  may  be  exhibited  to  them,  withia 
six  months  sfter  the  passage  of  this  bill,  to  aaeer' 
tain  the  quantity  and  -value  of  tha  tobacco  de- 
stroyed, the  amount  so  ascertained  to  ba  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  This  is  a  class  of  claims  to 
which  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Dehiwara 
objects,  and  desires  to  debate.  I  therefore  object 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  waa  accordingly  paased  (rrer. 
OAVID  MTERLE. 

The  next  waa  the  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  for  tha  relief  of  David 
Myerle. 

The  bill  directa  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  David  Myerie  the  sum  of  |30,000,  with 
mterest  thereon,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1850,  for 
losses,  sacrifices,  and  expenses  incurred  by  him 
in  testing  and  establishing  the  practicability  and 
safety  ofthe  process  of  water-rotting  hemp,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  EvAVi,  and  it  waa  passed  over. 

MOORE  AND  HASCALL'b  PATENT. 

The  next  waa  the  bill,  reported  ft^m  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paten ta  and  the  Patent  Office,  for  tha 
relief  of  Hiram  Moore  and  John  Hascall. 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  will  lead  to  debate. 
Let  it  go  over. 

The  biH  was  qpaed  over. 

JOHN  BR0N80N. 

The  next  was  ths  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  John  Bronson. 

Mr.  BADGER  objected  to  its  consideration, 
and  it  waa  passed  over. 

ABIGAIL  BTArrORD. 

Tha  next  waa  the  joint  reaolution,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  explan- 
atory of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  ths  relief  of 
Abigail  Stafford." 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  making  payment  under  the  aetapecifled 
in  the  title  of  the  bill,  to  hllow  intereat  upon  tha 
Bum  approtnrjatad  by  that  aat,  aeeording  to  tha 
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principles  of  equity  anfl  justice;  that  iB>at  the  rate 
which  would  haT«  Iteeu  allowed  had  the  amount 
been  subscribed  under  tlie  funding  eysiem. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  report 
reaJ. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  report  ac- 
companyire  the  bill. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  object  to  its  consider- 
ation. 

BENEDICT  J.  HEARD. 

The  next  was  the  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  J. 
Heard;  which  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BADGER  objected ,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
over. 

UTICA  STEAM  WOOLEN  COMPANT. 

The  next  was  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  for  the  relief  of  the  Utica  Steam  Woolen 
Company. 

Mr.  BA  DGER.    L«t  that  go  over. 

Mr.  Cfl  ASE.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  will  reconsider  his  objection.  I  do  not 
understand  that  he  desires  to  debate  the  bill,  but 
that  he  objects  as  a  sort  of  punishment  for  some 
other  objeciion. 

Mr.  BA  DGER.    Let  it  go  over. 

The  bill  was  passed  over. 

CAPTAIN  T00KHEE8. 

The  next  was  the  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  for  the  relief  of  Captain 
Philip  P.  Voorhees,  United  States  Navy;  which 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr. SLilDELL  objected,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
over. 

OTWAT  H.  BERRTMAN. 

The  next  was  th;  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  AfiViirs,  for  the  relief  of  Otway 
H.  Berryman;  which  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accoantiiie  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  allow  and  pay  Purser 
Berryman  f2,160  03,  being  the  amount  of  losses 
sustained  by  him  while  commanding  and  acting  as 
purser  of  the  United  Suites  schooner  On-ka-hy-e. 

The  grounds  relied  upon  by  Lieutenant  Berry- 
nan  are  substantially  those  which  indooed  Con- 
6 ess  to  grant  relief  to  Lieutenant  Charles  O. 
unter.  Lieutenant  Berryman  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  United  Slates  schooner  On-ka-hy-e 
in  October,  1846,  under  an  order  from  the  Navy 
Department,  dated  the  30th  October,  1846,  and  he 
immediately  entered  upon  special  duty,  and  per- 
formed active  and  arduous  service  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  to  Brazil  and  Cfaagres,  during  twenty- 
two  months,  which  was  terminated  by  the  total 
shipwreck  of  the  vessel  on  a  sunken  reef,  in  July, 
1848.  With  his  command  he  was  ordered  to  per- 
form (be  duties  of  purser  to  the  vessel,  and  these 
duties  he  performed  throughout  the  whole  period 
of  his  command. 

No  adjustment  of  his  accounts  took  place  until 
his  return  to  the  United  States,  when  it  was  found 
that  he  had  actually  expended  aa  purser  more 
money  by  |2,32S  than  he  could  produce  the  re- 

2 nisite  Touchers  for.    This  sum  he  paid  to  the 
lovernment,  and  his  accounts  were  balanced  ac- 
cordingly. 

He  alleges  that  he  has  diligently  and  faithfully 
kept  and  dislnirsed  the  means  intrusted  to  him  as 
purser,  to  pay  the  lawful  liabilities  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  omission  to  take  and  return 
the  proper  vouchers  for  all  his  expenditures  was 
•lone  the  result  of  his  ignorance  of,  and  his  want 
of  practice  in,  the  duties  of  purser. 
The  bill  was  objected  to,  and  was  passed  over. 

8URVE7IN6  BRIG  DOLPHIN. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  present  a 
communication  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  GWIN.  That  is  a  ytry  important  docu- 
ment, and  1  move  the  printing  of  two  tliousand 
fztra  copies. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  cannot  enUr- 
(ain  the  motion  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BROWN.    What  is  the  paper ,» 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  in  compliance  with  a 
call  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting 
the  report  and  okarti  of  the  oruise  of  the  United 


States  surveying  brig  Dolphin,  Lieutenant  S.  P. 
Lee,  commanding. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  communication 
be  printeil  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  I  move  also, 
that  two  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  motion  to  print  wfll  be  entertained. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  motion  to 
print  two  thousand  extra  copies  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar, is  "  for  settling  the  claim  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased," 
which  will  be  read. 

Mr.  CHASE.  It  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  the 
time  with  reading  the  bill;  it  is  objected  to. 

The  PRESIDENT,    it  will  be  passed  over. 

JOHN  8.  WILSON. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Wilson, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Teasor  y  to  pay  to  John  S.  Wilson,  $8U0,  with 
irterest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
from  the  17ih  of  May,  1822,  in  full  compensation 
to  him  for  damages  sustained  by  being  evicted  of 
his  title,  derived  by  patent  from  the  United  States, 
to  certain  lands  mentioned,  in  the  Slate  of  Mis- 
souri, liy  the  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  states,  in  favor  of  the  devisees  of  Auguste 
Ohoteau,  at  the  January  term,  1835. 

Noel  Burke,  oliot  Pierre  Cadier,  was  in  July, 
1815,  possessed  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  lying  on  the  waters  of  the  St.  Francis 
river,  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  and  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,  which  had  been  injured  by 
earthquakes.  Under  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid, 
in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suifered  from 
earthquakes,"  approved  February  17,  1815,  a 
certificate  of  location  No,  89  was  issued  by  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  to  Burke,  authorizing  him 
or  his  legal  representatives  to  locale  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  on  any  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territory,  the  sale  of  which  .waa  authorized 
by  law.  Burke  trtuisferred  the  certificate  to  Fran- 
cois Leaieur,  and  Lesieur  transferred  it  to  M.  P. 
Leduc,  and  Leduc  conveyed  all  his  right,  title, 
and  interest,  to  John  S.  Wilson,  who  located  the 
certificate  as  the  legal  representative  of  Burke,  on 
the  17th  day  of  May,  1822,  on  the  east  half  of 
section  twenty-two,  and  west  half  of  section  twen- 
ty-three, in  township  fifty-two  north,  of  ranee 
one  east,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri;  and  on  the  5th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  a  patent  was  issued  in  favor  of  Burke, 
or  his  legal  representatives. 

In  January,  1835,  the  Supreme  Court  confirmed, 
by  their  decree,  one  league  square  of  land  to  the 
devisees  of  Aueuste  Choteau ,  which  league  square 
of  land  covered  all  but  about  aeven  acres  of  the 
lands  so  located  by  Wilson.  The  claim  of  Cho- 
teau rested  upon  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
March,  1811,  and  17th  February,  1818,  which 
reserved  those  lands  from  sale,  and  also  on  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  26th  May,  1824, 
which  authorized  the  claim  to  be  presented  to  the 
district  court  of  Missouri  for  adjudication,  whilst 
the  claim  by  Wilson  rested  upon  the  act  of  17tb 
February,  1815. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  location  of  Wil- 
son was  made  upon  lands  reserved  from  sale  by 
law. 

The  bill  waa  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 

ISAAC  COOK  AMD  OTHERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Cook  and  otheni, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  direct 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Isaac 
Cook,  B.  A.  Napier,  and  Pelatiah  Shepherd,  or 
the  legal  representatives  of  such  of  them  as  may 
be  deceased,  the  sum  of  fSOO,  in  full,  for  the  use 
of  the  schooner  Tempest,  belonging  to  them, 
and  impressed  by  Major  J.  G.  Camp,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1814. 

The  petitioners  were  the  owners  of  the  schooner 
Tempest,  on  Lake  Erie,  in  1814.  She  was  pressed 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  Major 
Camp,  acting  under  the  orders  of  General  Brown, 


to  aid  in  transporting  the  army  and  military  atorea 
from  Buffalo  to  the  Canada  shore,  and  was 'de- 
tained in  the  service  for  ten  days,  for  which  no 
compensation  has  been  paid. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  enerossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  METCALF. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  consideration  -of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Metcalf. 

It  proposes  to  pay  to  John  Metcalf  $1,350,  in 
full  compensation  for  a  quantity  of  goods  belong- 
ing to  him,  which  were  lost  or  destroyed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  impressment  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  order  of  General  Brown,  of 
the  schooner  Tempest,  at  Buffalo,  in  the  summer 
of  1814. 

During  the  campaign  in  the  year  1814,  tha 
schooner  Tempest,  at  Buffalo,  was  impressed  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  convey  troops 
from  Buffalo  to  the  Canada  shore,  and  was  re- 
tained in  the  service  ten  or  twelve  days.  At  the 
time  of  the  impressment  she  had  on  board  a  quan- 
tity of  goods  belonging  to  the  petitioner,  consist- 
ing of  gin,  brandy,  shoes,  Ac.,  which  were  un- 
loaded and  left  upon  the  beach,  in  an  unprotected 
condition,  during  the  time  the  schooner  was  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Slates;  and  while  so  left, 
the  liquors  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  other 
goods  were  stolen  or  otherwise  lost. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  undersUnd  that  Mr.  Metcalf 
is  dead.  I  therefore  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  "  the  legal  representatives  of." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  Its  title  was 
amended,  so  as  to  read:  "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  John  Metcalf." 
JOHN  HAMILTON. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Brioht 
in  the  chair.)  The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  is 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hamilton. 

Mr.  STUART.  There  is  an  adverse  report  on 
that  bill  from  the  Senate  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  move  that  the  adverse  report 
be  concurred  in. 

The- motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PARMBLIA  SLAVm. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  biU 
on  the  Calendar  is  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Parmelia  Slavin, 
late  the  wife  of  John  Blue,  deceased,  on  which  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  of  the  Senate  have  made 
an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  move  that  the  report  be  con- 
curred in. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  waa  rejected. 

SUSAN  COODT  AND  OTHERS. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  announced  that 
the  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  one  for  the  relief 
of  Susan  Coody  and  others,  which  had  been 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHASE  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  over. 

STLVESTER  PETTIBONE.. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Pettibone  waa 
considered  na  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro- 
poses to  release  Mr.  Pettibone  from  a  judgment 
In  favor  of  the  United  States,  obtained  against 
him  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Wisconsin,  and  from  all  liens  and 
encumbrances  created  by  the  judgment,  but  the 
costs  of  ihe  suit  are  first  to  be  paid  by  Pettibone, 
together  with  the  further  sum  of  (500  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Uniud  States. 

Mr.  COOPER.  What  committee  reported  the 
bill? 

Mr.  WALKER.    I  will  slate  the  cam. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Will  my  friend  allow  me  to 
say  that  when  the  bill  was  last  before  the  Senate, 
I  made  a  motion  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  **  ana 
the  further  sum  of  $500  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  WALKER.  This  is  a  cose  of  which  I 
made  a  statement  before. 

Several  Sehatoks.  There  is  no  objection  t» 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.    This  man  baa  paid  wbat  ha 
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oould  raise  by  idling  his  property,  and  now  you 
••k  him  to  pay  |500  more.  He  became  aorety  for 
afellow,  who  ranawav;  and  he  has  donewhat  he 
oonld  to  pay  the  judgment.  This  is  complete 
blood  money.  Let  him  be  discharged  on  paying 
the  costs.   He  has  already  paid  what  he  can  raise. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  as 
aoMnded  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WALKER.  There  is  another  peculiarity 
in  this  matter,  which  renders  it  necessary  (o  malce 
■Bother  sligfat  amendment.  I  move  to  strike  out 
the  words"ajudgment,"and  insert  "two  judg- 
ments;" for,  not  satis6ed  with  imposing  an  enor- 
mous penalty  on  one  bond,  the  United  States  sued 
him  on  two,  and  obtained  two  judgments. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JAMBS  EOWAROS  AND  OTHERS. 

The  bil]  for  the  relief  of  James  Edwards  and 
others,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhoU. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
ascertain,  by  the  best  endenee  of  which  the  nature 
of  the  ease  will  admit,  the  value  of  the  houses  and 
other  property  of  James  Edwards,  of  the  late 
Edward  M.  Wanton,  and  of  Nehemiah  Brush, 
destroyed  at  Micanopy,  Florida,  in  the  year  1836, 
by  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  K.  Pierce,  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemjr,  and  that  the  amount  so  ascertained  be  paid, 
bat  with  the  provision  that  the  amounts  so  to  be 
paid  shall  not  exceed  |S,482  32  in  the  case  of  Ed- 
wards; f  1,813  50  in  the  case  of  Wanton,  or  fSOO 
in  the  ease  of  Brush. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  ana  passed. 

DAVID  UTERLE'R  CLAIM. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  biU  for  the  relief  of  David 
Myerle  was  passed  over  at  my  instance.  I  am 
disposed,  however,  to  withdraw  the  objection  pro- 
vidfad  the  bill  be  put  on  the  footing  which  it 
formerly  occupied,  when  it  passed  the  Senate  at 
previous  sessions.  I  barn  that  Mr.  King  and 
many  others,  who  understood  the  transaction, 
agreed  to  give  Mr.  Myerle  ilO,000  instead  of  the 
sum  claimed.  If  his  friends  are  willing  to  take 
that  amount,  I  am  ready  to  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. I  read  this  man's  communications,  and  they 
did  not  satisfy  me  at  all  that  he  was  entitled  to 
anything;  but  still  I  am  willing  to  waive  the  ob- 
jection m  order  to  allow  the  Dill  to  pass,  as  it 
formerly  passed  the  Senate,  giving  him  |10,000. 

The PRESIDINOOFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator move  to  take  up  the  bill  > 

Mr.  EVANS.    Yes,  sir. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRBSIDINO  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  to  strikeout  *'  |30,000,"and 
insert  "910,000." 

Mr.  BAIHJIBR.  If  that  motion  is  lo  be  per- 
severed in,  as  itcannot  be  discussed 

Mr.  OWIN.    We  can  vote  down  the  motion. 

Mr.  BADOER.  The  motion  proceeds  on  a 
great  mistake.  If  he  is  entitled  to  anything,  be  is 
entitled  to  #30,000. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  did  not  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion, except  on  that  condition. 

Mr.  BAOaER.    What  condition  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  condition  that  the  amount 
shopM  be  reduced  to  what  was  formerly  proposed 
to  be  granted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
objects  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  do  not  so  understand  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  desires  action 
on  the  bill.  This  is  a  claim  which  has  bftn  pend- 
ing for  a  lon^  time  before  Conj^ress,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  it  is  as  just  and  equitable  a  one  as  we 
were  ever  called  upon  to  pass.  1  hope  the  Senate 
will  dispose  of  the  bill  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Discussion  is 
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not  in  order.  If  objection  be  made,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  bill  must  be  passed  over. 
Mr.  EVANS.    I  object. 

WILLIAM  HARRIS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Harris,  of 
Georgia,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  settle  toe  claim  of  William 
Harris,  and  pay  him  for  his  services  in  the  United 
States  Army  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  not 
deserted  therefrom;  but  with  the  provision  that  the 
amount  shall  not  exceed  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  a  sergeant  of  infantry,  from  the  8th  of  April, 
1814,  to  the  25th  of  November,  1816. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  words: 

■'  In  the  aune  manner  u  if  be  had  not  deaeiled  Uiete- 
Itom." 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  object  to  that  bill.  I  wish 
to  obtain  information  in  regard  to  it,  after  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  claimant  is  represented 
as  a  boy  who  enlisted  improperly. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  hope  the  objection  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  object,  but  I  desire 
that  it  shall  not  appear  that  we  are  paying  desert- 
ers; that  is  all. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  My  colleague  has  explained 
to  me  the  bill,  and  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  Stuart's  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  it  appears  that  in  the  spring  of  1814,  in 
the  oghteenth  year  of  his  aee,  Harris  enlisted 
underLieutenant Martin,  in  uie  eighth  regiment 
of  United  State*  infantry,  then  commanded  by 
Colonel  Jack;  whereupon  he  was  appointed  ser- 
geant, agd  served  in  that  regiment  as  recruiting 
officer  until  the  declaration  of  peace  in  1815,  when 
he  demanded  his  discharge,  which  was  refused 
him  on  the  ground  "  that  he  was  too  useful  a 
man  to  be  spared."  In  1815  he  was  transferred 
to  the  sevsnth  regiment  United  States  infantry,  to 
Captain  E.  Montgomery's  conipany,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  James  McDonald.  He  then 
applied  to  Colonel  McDonald  for  his  discharge, 
asserting  his  title  thereto  because  he  was  a  minor, 
but  Colonel  McDonald  refused  to  discharge  him 
because  he "  could  notbe spared."  Subsequently, 
the  company  being  ordered  to  Fort  Montgomery, 
he  accompanied  it,  and  served  there  as  sergeant 
for  nearly  two  years.  At  Fort  Montgomery  he 
again  petitioned  for  his  discharge,  his  anxiety  lo 
leave  tlie  army  becoming  ep-eater  the  longer  he 
remained  in  it,  and  his  applications  for  discharge, 
to  which  he  was  justly  entitled,  being  all  disre- 
garded, he  deserted,  he  thinks  in  1817,  and  now 
asks  pay  for  his  services  while  he  yna  in  the 
army. 

On  the  18th  September,  1819,  he  was  arrested 
in  Franklin  county,  Georgia,  and  being  brought 
before  the  court  under  a  writ  of  habtat  corpiu ,  he 
was  discharged  from  his  confinement  ana  from 
enlistment  on  account  of  non-age. 

The  petitioner  declares  that  he  did  not  desert  his 
country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  while  her  peace, 
safety,  or  honor  were  threatened,  but  at  a  period 
of  profound  peace,  and  that  he  would  not  have 
deserted  at  all,  but  he  was  anxious  to  return  to  his 
home  to  aid  in  supporting  apoor  widowed  mother, 
who  at  the  time  resided  in  Elbert  county,  Georgia. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Dili 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  A.  8LACUM. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
considered  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  personal 
representative  of  William  A.  Slacum. 

It*  object  is  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  the  late  W.  A. 
Slacum,  and  to  pay  to  his  personal  representative, 
in  addition  to  what  Mr.  Slacum  received  in  his 
lifetime,  his  chargeafor  expenses  incurred  in  vis- 


iting the  Columbia  river,  in  pursuance  of  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  1836  and 
1837.  The  amount  allowed  is  not  to  exceed 
#712  90.  There  is  also  to  be  paid  to  his  repre- 
sentative, as  compensation  for  the  services  ren- 
dered to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Slacum  on  that 
mission,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  diem,  com- 
mencing June  1,  1836,  and  continuing  to  March 
15,  1837;  but  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  Mr. 
Slacum  as  a  purser  in  the  Navy  during  the  period 
of  time  mentioned,  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  per 
diem  allowance. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

FRANCISCO  LOPE  URRIZA. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Francisco  Lope  Urriza. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  1  think  thu  bill  ought  to  be 
discussed.  Its  principles  are  very  important.  If 
I  understand  it,  it  proposes  to  set  aside  the  de- 
cision of  a  court  of  admiralty 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
be  passed  over. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  hope  not.  It  has  been  bud 
aside  once  at  the  request  of  a  Senator  who  knew 
nothing  about  it,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  considered 
now.  I  do  not  think  it  presents  any  complicated 
questions  at  all.  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  report,  accompanving  the  bill,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Any  discus- 
sion, as  a  matter  of  course,  is  out  of  order.  The 
bill  being  objected  to,  must  go  over. 

CAPTAIN  L.  C.  EASTON. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Langdon  C. 
Eaaton,  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  United 
States  Army,  was  read  a  secon  J  time,  and  consid- 
ered a&  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  authorizes  the  proper  accounting  officers  of 
the  War  Department  to  credit  Captain  Langdon 
C.  Easton,  assistant  quartermaster  United  States 
Army,  on  settlement  of  his  accounts,  with  the 
sum  of  #17,650,  being  the  amount  of  which  he 
was  defrauded  by  his  late  clerk,  Gustavua  McHar- 
court,  while  stationed  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAYMASTERS'  CLERKS. 

The  PRBSIDINO  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
on  the  Calendar  is  one  for  the  relief  of  paymas- 
ters' clerks  who  served  in  Mexico,  which  was  in- 
troduced by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Jokei,] 
and  has  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflaira  adversely. 

"The  question  is  on  indefinitely  postponing  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  announced  that 
the  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  one  for  the  relief 
of  the  claimants  of  the  private  armed  brig  GknemI 
Armstrong. 

Mr.  PEARCE  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  over. 

THOMAS  rRAZER. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of 
ThomasPrezer,  is  the  next  upon  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  reported  upon  ad- 
versely by  the  Committee  on  Pensions  of  the 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  quesUon 
is  on  indefinitely  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

*'  ANN  W.  ANGUS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Ann  W.  Angus 
was  announced  as  the  next  upon  the  Calendar. 

It  proposes  to  continue  to  Mrs.  Angus,  for  five 
years,  from  March  4,  1854,  the  pension  hereto- 
fore granted  to  her,  which  expired  on  the  4th  of 
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March  last,  and  also  to  extend  to  her  the  benefits 
of  all  laws  which  may  hereafter  be  passed,  making 
general  proTision  for  widows  or  further  continuing 
their  half  pay,  and  to  give  her  all  the  benefits  to 
which  she  would  have  been  entitled  if  her  hus- 
band, Samuel  Angus,  had  died  in  the  serrice  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  MALLORY  objected  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  but  he  subsequently  said:  I  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  the  objection  which  I  made  a  short 
time  ago  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fur  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Ann  W.  Angus,  and  I  ask  that  that 
bill  may  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  object  to  the  gentleman's 
withdrawing  his  objection. 

Mr.  BADGER.    The  Senator  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  am  not  satisfied  myself  as  to 
some  of  the  principles  involved  in  this  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  may  object  himself  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  but  he  cannot  object  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida  withdrawing  his  objection. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Can  a  gentleman  withdraw  his 
objection  to  a  bill  at  any  time  during  the  sitting? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Such  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  After  another  bill  has  been 
called? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    Then  I  renew  the  objection. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
be  passed  over. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD  BILL. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  indulge 
me  for  a  moment  in  order  to  allow  me  to  present 
a  map,  which  has  been  prepared  with  a  great  deal 
of  care  and  attention,  under  the  direction  of  the 
■elect  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  national  railroad  from  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  I  move  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  I  ask 
that  two  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
to  print  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection.  , 

AHOS  AND  J.  E.  KENDALL. 

The  bill,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Afiairs,  for  the  relief  of  Amos  and  John  E. 
Kendall,  was  announced  as  the  next  in  order, 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  bill  wiU  certainly  be 
discussed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
passed  over. 

GEORGE  8.  CLAFLIN. 

The  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Claf- 
lin  was  next  taken  up. 

It  proposed  to  enact  that  the  name  of  Geoige 
S.  Claflin  be  placed  upon  the  pension  rolls  of  the 
United  States  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  continue  during  his  natural  life,  commencing 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1851. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  petition  that  Claflin  served 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  as  a  sergeant 
of  militia;  that  he  was  taken  prisoner  in  1814,and 
continued  in  cnptivity,  at  duebec,  Montreal,  and 
Halifax,  until  1815,  or  about  eight  months,  when 
he  was  discharged;  that  in  consequence  of  bis 
intolerable  treatment,  insufficient  and  unwhole- 
some food,  his  constitution  was  destroyed;  that 
both  his  feet  were  frozen  through  exposure,  and 
that  since  his  release  he  has  been  constantly  in 
such  feeble  health  as  to  be  unable  to  earn  a  sup- 
port. On  this  statement,  a  bill  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  his  relief,  on  the  3d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1851,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate.  Now, 
again,  a  bill  has  passed  the  House  for  his  relief; 
but  the  evidence  is  deemed  wbollir  insufficient  to 
justify  the  special  interference  of  Congress  in  the 
ease.  Except  the  affidavit  of  the  peutioner  him- 
self, there  is  no  evidence  of  the  exposure  in  the 
public  service,  or  that  he  contracted  any  disease 
while  serving  in  the  Army  of  the  Uniud  States. 
Indeed,  the  only  evidence,  besides  his  own  affi- 
davit, that  he  ever  was  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  at  all,  is  the  testimonjr  of  Amos  Dawley, 
who  merely  says  he  knew  him  before  the  war, 
and  "after  his  return  from  service  in  the  United 
States  Army,  at  the  close  of  the  war." 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Pensions  reported 
adversely  on  the  case. 


Mr.  CLAY.  I  move  that  the  adverse  reportbe 
concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken ;  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

RULir  VAN  BRUNT. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rulif  Van  Brunt,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  read 
a  second  lime,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  adjust, 
upon  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity, theclaim 
of  Rulif  van  Brunt,  for  the  occupancy,  hy  a  mil- 
itary'force  of  the  United  States,  of  certain  lands 
and  buildings,  leaned  by  him  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  and  for  property  belonging  to  him,  and 
taken  and  used  or  destroyed  by  those  troops 
during  their  occupancy,  in  1814,  and  to  pay  the 
amount  so  found  due,  not  exceeding  $750. 

Van  Brunt  leased  the  premises,  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  which  he  claims  compensation  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  from  1st  April,  1814,  to  let  April,  1815, 
and  had  it  in  a  state  of  xultivation,  with  valuable 
crops  growing  thereon,  when  it  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  twenty-second  brigade  of  New 
York  infantry,  then  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  ordered  for  the  defense  of  New  York. 
General  Johnson,  then  in  command,  certifies  that 
on  the  2d  September,  1814,  his  brigade  was  en- 
camped at  Fort  Green,  King's  county,  New  York, 
on  land  owned  by  John  Jackson,  which,  with  a 
house  and  bam,  was  rented  to  Rulif  Van  Brunt; 
that  all  the  fence  was  removed,  and  produce  of 
the  labor  of  Van  Brunt,  before  the  3d  September, 
was  destroyed;  that  the  dwelling  house  was  in 
possession  ofTurney,  and  the  barn  was  occupied 
as  a  guard-house,  by  his  order,  with  the  consent 
of  Jackson.  Samuel  Dorsey  deposes  that  he  was 
a  resident  of  Brooklyn  at  the  time,  and  was  con- 
versant with  the  circumstances  of  Van  Brunt 
being  the  lessee  of  the  place,  of  its  occupancy  by 
the  troops,  and  that  Van  Brunt  was  compelled 
wholly  to  abandon  the  farm,  and  procure  a  noose 
for  his  family,  &c.,  elsewhere. 

The  damages  and  loss  incurred  by  Van  Brunt 
in  consequence  of  this  occupation,  are  estimated, 
under  oath  and  from  personal  knowledge,  at  from 
#990  to  (1,010. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HORACE  SOCTHMATD  AND  SON. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Horace  Southmajrd  A  Sob. 

It  proposes  to  require  thcSecrelarr  oftheTreas- 
ury  to  refund  to  Horace  Southmaya  &  Son,  upon 
the  shipment  of  foreign  dutiable  goods,  shipped 
by  them  from  New  York  to  Tampico,  in  the 
schooner  Mary  Catharine,  which  cleared  at  New 
York  on  the  7th  of  April,  1847,  the  amount  of 
drawback  to  which  they  would  have  been  entitled 
if  those  goods  had  been  shipped  to  some  foreign 
port  or  place  in  any  country  with  which  we 
United  States  were  in  amity. 

The  memorialists,  in  April,  1847,  shipped  from 
New  York  to  Tampico,  then  in  possession  of  the 
American  forces,  by  the  schooner  Mary  Calba- 
rine,  a  cargo  of  goods,  among  which  were  wines 
and  silks.  The  vessel  cleared  at  New  York  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1847,  when  the  circular  instruc- 
tions of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  30th 
June  and  8ih  December,  1846,  were  in  force.  By 
these  instructions  American  vessels  carrying  only 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States,  or  imports  from  foreign  coun- 
tries to  our  own,  upon  which  duties  had  been  fully 
paid,  were  authorized  to  enter  the  port  of  Tam- 
pico without  the  charge  of  any  duties;  and  draw- 
back on  foreign  imports  into  the  United  States 
exported  to  l^unpico,  in  our  vessels,  was  forbid- 
den to  be  allowed.  Under  these  regulations  the 
schooner  cleared.  On  theSth  April,  1847, another 
Treasury  circular  was  received  by  the  collector  of 
New  York,  bearing  dsie  the  7th  April,  by  which 
goods  imported  into  the  ports  of  Mexico,  in  pos- 
session of  the  American  farces,  were  chargeable 
with  duties  as  military  contributions.  The  vessel 
reached  Tampico  two  days  after  the  receipt  of 
these  last  instructions,  and  the  memorialists  were 
compiled  to  pay  datiaa,  which  Ibt^  4id  under 


protest.  The  amoant  of  the  duties  thus  paid  was 
|3,190  47,  and  the  return  of  this  amount  is  claimed 
upon  the  ground  that  there  was  a  want  of  notice 
at  the  time  of  the  shipment  of  the  goods  at  New 
York  that  they  would  be  subject  to  duty  on  entry 
at  Tampico. 

The  Treasury  Department,  very  properly,  re- 
plied to  this,  thst  it  was  a  privilege  allowed  our 
citizens  to  carry  on  trade  of  any  kind  with  ports 
or  places  in  Mexico  during  the  war,  and  not  a 
right;  and  that  it  was  to  be  enjoyed  subject  to  all 
the  contingencies  likely  lo  arise  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  restricting  or  varying  such  privilege.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  complain  of  the  operation  of 
the  new  Treasury  instructions,  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  were  rendered  necessary 
for  the  more  effectual  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  duties  have  been  twice 
paid,  in  this  case,  upon  those  portions  of  the  ship- 
ment which  consisted  of  foreign  dutiable  goods 
originally  imported  into  New  York,  which  paid 
duties  both  there  and  at  Tampico,  and  on  which 
no  drawback  was  repaid  on  their  exportation  from 
New  York,  it  seems  to  be  equitable  and  proper 
that  the  import  duties  on  such  foreign  articles 
paid  at  New  York  should  be  refunded  in  the  nature 
of  drawback. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

THOMAS  D.  ANDERSON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Thomas  D.  Anderson,  deceased,  late  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Tripoli,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  tne  Treasury  to  settle  an  account  with  the 
proper  personal  representatives  of  Thomas  D.  An- 
derson,  for  contingent  expenditures  of  the  consu- 
late at  Tripoli,  from  December  31,  18S1,  up  to 
the  period  when  he  ceased  acting  as  consul;  and 
in  full  for  all  claims  for  such  expenditures  and 
other  demands  arising  out  of  the  consulate  after 
the  31st  of  December,  1831,  to  allow  them  at  the 
rate  of  $750  per  annum  during  that  period. 

T.  D.  Anderson,  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  hia 
duties  as  consul,  contracted  a  disease  in  the  eyes, 
by  which  he  was  deprived  of  vision,  and  in  con- 
sequence thereof  was  unable  to  procure  and  pre- 
serve the  vouchers  for  thecontingent  expenditures 
of  his  consulate,  during  the  last  five  or  six  years 
that  he  remained  in  oflrce;  and  from  the  want  of 
the  usual  and  proper  vouchers,  no  credit  was  given 
him  for  such  expenditure^y  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treitsury,  from  the  3Ist  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  18SI,  to  the  27th  August,  1827. 

A  claim  was  preferred  at  the  Treasury,  by  the 
representatives  of  Mr.  Anderson,  for  an  average 
allowance,  onaccount  of  such  expenditures  during 
the  period  referred  to;  but  they  were  advised  that 
they  must  have  recourse  to  Congress  for  the 
allowance  of  that  part  of  the  contingent  account 
unsupported  by  vouchers. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thin) 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  anaf  passed. 
CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  DATIH. 

House  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  l^^l  repre- 
sentatives of  Captain  William  Davis,  late  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  transport  schooner 
Eufaia,"  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  ||360  to  be  paid  to  Captain 
Davis  in  full  compensation  for  all  claims  a^nst 
the  United  States  for  his  services  as  commander 
of  the  Eufaia. 

Captain  Davis  was  employed  during  the  late  war 
as  captain  of  the  United  States  transport  schooner 
Eufaia,  at  a  compensation  of  A36u  per  month; 
in  that  capacity  he  sailed  from  New  Orleans  for 
Philadelphia,  on  the  35th  September,  1848,  and 
has  not  since  been  heard  from.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  vessel,  and  all  on  board,  were  lost  during 
the  severe  October  gales  of  that  year.  Payment 
for  his  services  was  made  up  to  the  time  of  sailing 
from  New  Orleans,  and  it  is  asked  that  the  com- 
pensation should  be  continued  for  the  length  of 
time  usually  required  for  the  voyage,  on  the 
ground  that  the  expense  of  the  voyage,  in  stores, 
(fee.,  had  been  incurred. 
'  The  bill  was  iieportsd  to  the  Sencta  without 
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amendment,  ottered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
THOMAS  C.  NTE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Nye,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  was  next  announced. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Hahlin,]  who  reported  the  bill,  is  not  present.  I 
ask  that  it  be  passed  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  be  pursued. 

URI  EHHONS'S  PATENT. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  one  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Urt  Emmons. 

Mr.  FISH.  That  will  be  objected  to.  Let  it 
pass  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  biU  will 
go  orer. 

SAMUEL  BRA7. 

The  bill  for  the  relierof  Samuel  Bray  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  Samuel  Bray,  late  keeper  of  the  Dog 
Island  light-house,  such  amount,  not  exceeding 
tSOO,  as  he  may,  upon  satiBfactory  proof,  find  to 
be  the  loss  sustained  by  him  during  the  gales  of 
the  aSd  and  S4th  of  August,  1851. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third, 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

TAMPICO  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
on  the  Calendar,  is  one  for  the  relief  of  the  Tampico 
Volunteers,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  which  will  now  have  its  second  read- 
ing. 

It  proposes  to  recognize  the  several  companies 
of  volunteers  called  into  service  by  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Gates,  by  his  order  dated  Tampico,  February 
S5,  1847,  and  known  as  Tampico  Volunteers,  as 
having  been  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  years  1847  and  1848,  and  to  direct 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  audit  and  pay  the  accounts  of  the 
officers  and  men  constituting  the  companies,  in 
accordance  with  the  established  regulations  of  the 
Department. 

During  the  Mexican  war,  on  the  39th  February, 
1847,  Colonel  William  Gates,  by  his  special  or- 
der, No.  7,  directed  Major  Morris  to  enroll  and 
organize  all  the  citizens  of  Tampico,  Mexico, 
into  companies  of  fifty  men  each,  selecting  the  offi- 
cers to  be  approved  of  by  the  commanding  officer. 
In  obedience  to  this  order.  Major  Morris  did  or- 
ganize foor  companies,  called  the  Tampico  Vol- 
unteers, who  served  as  such  about  twelve  months 
for  which  service  they  have  never  bc%n  paid. 

In  the  similar  cases  of  the  Ix>uisiana  troops 
called  out  by  General  Gaines,  and  of  the  Texas 
mounted  men  called  oat  by  Colonel  Curtiss,  at 
Caroargo,  Congress '  made  special  appropriations 
for  their  payment.  The  committee  consider  the 
Tampico  Volunteers  equally  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion for  their  services. 

The  bill  was  objected  to,  and  was  passed  over. 

SENECA  a,  SIMMONS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seneca  Q.  Simmons, 
rsported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  instruct  th*  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in  settling  the 
accounts  of  Seneca  G.  Simmons,  as  assistant 
commissary  of  subsistence,  to  allow  him  credit 
for  whatever  sum  of  money  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  he  may  prove,  to  the  satishiction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  have  been  stolen  from  his 
possession  at  Matamoros,  Mexico,  on  the  night 
of  the  11th  of  April,  1847.  But  theamount  to  be 
allowed  is  not  to  exceed  (1,500. 

The  petitioner  prays  to  be  released  from  his  lia- 
bility to  account  for  |1,500,  Government  money, 
stolen  from  his  possession  in  Mexico,  while  he 
was  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  sta- 
tioned at  Matamoros. 

From  the  report  of  testimony  taken  be'fore  a 
military  commission,  ordered  by  Colonel  Cushing, 
•t  Matamoros,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1847,  it  a\i- 
pears  that  Simmons,  as  assistant  commissary  of 
■ubaistence,  bad  in  his  possession  large  sums  of  [ 


money  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  troops  in 
that  vicinity;  for  want  of  an  iron  chest  (for  which 
he  had  made  requisition)  he  was  compelled  to  keep 
the  public  money  in  a  strong  wooden  box;  and  on 
the  night  of  the  Ilth  April,  1847,  the  room  in 
which  that  and  other  boxes  containing  money 
were  kept,  was  entered  by  robbers,  the  lock  of  the 
box  was  broken,  and  the  sum  of  $1,500  abstracted 
therefrom.  The  evidence  shows  conclusively  that 
the  robbery  did  not  result  from  any  negligence  or 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SAMUEL  W.  SRADT. 

The  PRESI DING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
on  the  Calendar,  is  one  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W.  Brady, 
which  has  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  place  the  name  of  Samuel  W.  Brady, 
of  Virginia,  on  the  roll  of  invaUd  pensions,  and 
pay  to  him  four  dollars  per  month  aunng  his  nat- 
ural life,  to  commence  January  1,  1850. 

Brady  claims  to  have  received  an  injury  bya  fall 
from  the  walls  of  Chnpultepec,  in  the  battle  of 
13th  of  September,  1847,  which  entitles  him  to  a 
pension.  He  was  dischareed  from  the  regiment 
of  ToUigeurs  in  March,  1848,  for  the  reasons 
given  by  the  surgeon,  that  he  labored  under 
chronic  rheumatism  and  chronic  catarrh,  both  of 
an  intractable  character, and  general  debility. 

The  papers  appear  to  have  been  regular  before 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  with  the  exception 
that  the  claim  was  based  on  injuries  received  while 
scaling  the  walls  of  Chapultepec,  which  fact  did 
not  appear  from  the  surgeon's  certificate,  or  from 
that  or  Lieutenant  Perrit;  but  the  latter  certifies 
that  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Chapultepec,  and  that 
after  the  battle  he  was  on  the  sick  list,  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  and  was  discharged  some  months 
after  that  battle  on  the  surgeon's  certificate  of  dis- 
ability, not  having  performed  any  duty  from  the 
time  of  the  battle. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  over. 

MAUZT  AND  WARD. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Fayette  Mauzy  and  Robert  G.  Ward,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  credit  the  judgmentob- 
tained  by  the  United  States  against  Mauzy  and 
Ward,  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  amounting  to 
$615  63},  with  interest,  from  the  3d  of  April,  1841, 
with  the  amount  certified  by  that  court  to  have 
been  improperly  paid  by  Ward  in  a  suit  in  chan- 
cery, wherein  the  United  States  were  complain- 
ants, and  John  Morrison  and  others,  defendants, 
the  amount  being$491  97,  with  interest  on  $36677 
from  the  18lh  of  September,  1840,  which  was  cer- 
tified by  the  court,  aa  justly  due  by  the  United 
Slates  to  Ward. 

The  United  States  recovered,  in  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of 
Virginia,  a  judgment  against  the  petitioners  for  the 
sum  of  1615  63},  with  interest  thereon  from  the 
3d  day  of  April,  1841 — (he  same  being  theamount 
due  the  Post  Office  Department  by  William  Ward , 
late  postmaster  atCulpeper  Court-House,  Virginia . 
The  United  States  recovered,  in  another  suit  m  the 
same  court,  but  at  a  different  term,  a  decree  in 
chancery  against  John  Morrison  and  others;  and, 
from  theproceedings  had  therein,  it  appears  that 
Robert  G.  Ward,  one  of  the  defendants,  had  er- 
roneously paid  to  the  United  States  a  sum  equal 
to  $499  97,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  18th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1840;  and  the  court  certified  as  follows: 
"  And  the  court  doth  further  certify  its  opin- 
ion that,  in  equity  and  justice,  the  said  sum  of 
|499  97,  with  interest  as  aforesaid  on  f366  77, 
part  thereof,  from  the  I8th  day  of  September,  1840, 
ought  to  be  refunded  by  the  United  States  to  the 
sold  defendant,  Robert  G.  Ward." 

The  petitioners  ask  that  the  first  judgment  may 
have  applied  towards  its  discharige  the  amount 
certified  by  the  court,  in  the  suit  in  chancery,  as 
due  to  one  of  them,  (Robert  G.  Ward ,)  and  which 
ought  to  be  refunded  by  the  United  State*. 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

THOMAS  CROWN. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar,  was  one  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Crown,  reported  from  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  Claims,  which  was  read  a  second  time. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  to  ascertain  the  damages  sustained  by 
Thomas  Crown,  by  reason  of  the  refusal  of  the 
War  Department  to  execute  a  contract  entered 
into  by  him  with  Captain  George  Blaney,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  on  the  16th  of  March, 
1826,  and  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  the  damages  thus  ascertained,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $6,000. 

In  1826  Mr.  Crown  entered  into  a  contract  \^th 
Captain  Blaney,  acting  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  delivery  of  three  millions 
of  bricks  at  Oak  Island,  on  Cape  Fear  river,  in 
North  Carolina,  at  $7  75  per  thousand,  to  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  a  fortification.  He  imme- 
diately made  the  necessary  preparations,  at  large 
expense  and  outlays,  and  commenced  makin-; 
the  bricks,  according  to  his  contract.  In  July  he 
was  prepared  to  deliver  eight  hundred  thousand 
bricks,  and  did  actually  deliver  five  thousand;  but 
Captain  Blaney  refused  to  receive  the  remainder, 
ana  insisted  (as  is  alleged)  that  the  memorialist 
should  transfer  the  contract  to  one  Potter.  Thi^ 
he  resisted  for  considerable  time,  and  urged  upon 
Captain  Blaney  his  obligation  to  receive  and  pay 
for  the  bricks,  according  to  the  contract.  At  last, 
his  funds  becoming  exhausted,  and  Captain  Bla- 
ney persisting  in  his  refusal  to  receive  the  bricks, 
the  memorialist  was  forced  to  yield,  and  sold  to 
Potter  the  bricks  on  hand  and  the  contract  with 
Captain  BIStiey,  who  subsequenlly  received  from 
Potter,  as  satisfactory,  the  identical  bricks  that  he 
had  refused  to  receive  from  Crown. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the 
memoriftlist  would  have  been  able  to  fulfill  his  con- 
tract, and  would  have  done  so,  but  for  the  inter- 
ference of  Captain  Blaney;  that  he  was  coerced 
by  Blaney  to  sell  out  to  Potter;  and  that  the  vio- 
lation of  the  contract  was  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  question  of  damage  alone  remains. 
Crown  states  his  damage  at  |6,l)00,  but  offers  no 
proof  to  sustain  this  amount.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  price  received  from  Potter  and  the  con- 
tract price  should  be  the  measure  of  damages 
upon  this  point.  The  committee  are  satified  that 
the  bricks  made  by  Crown  were  as  good  as  any 
that  were  obtained,  and  should  have  been  received, 
and  that  he  should  be  saved  from  loss  incurred 
entirely  through  the  fault  of  the  authorized  agent 
of  the  Government, 

Mr.  TOOMBS  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill.  He  subsequently  withdrew  his  objec- 
tion, but  it  was  renewed  by  Mr.  HUNTER;  and 
the  bill  was  passed  over. 

ANTHONT  6.  WILLIS. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  G.  Willis,  de- 
ceased, reported  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  pay  $251  to  the  executors  and 
administratoraof  Anthony  G.Willis,  deceased,  as 
compensation  for  the  use,  by  the  United  States,  of 
a  wagon  and  team,  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

In  the  year  1814  Willis  was  the  owner  of  a 
wagon  and  team  in  Kentucky,  where  he  lived;  he 
had  one  Benjamin  T.  Rowe  employed  in  driving 
the  team;  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  whither  it  had 
been  driven  with  a  load  of  hemp.  Captain  George 
Stockton,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army, 
being  in  great  need  of  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion for  his  troops,  pressed  the  wagon  and  team 
and  driver  into  service;  and  they  were  carried  be- 
yond Dayton,  in  Ohio,  towards  the  Canada  line, 
and'subsequently  back  to  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
laden  with  wounded  soldiers  of  the  regular  Army. 
They  were  kept  in  theactiveand  constant  employ 
of  the  Government  till  the  services  amounted, 
according  to  the  rates  of  pay  then  established  and 
allowed,  to  $251,  and  Captain  Stockton  gave  a  cer- 
tificate fbr  that  sum;  the  certificate  was  sent  on  to 
Washington  for  payment,  by  Mr.  Zane,  the  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  from  the  district  in  which 
Willis  lived,  and  the  accounting  officer  rejected  it 
because  it  contained  an  interlineation. 

The  bUl  was  reported  to  the  Ssnata  without 
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amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  poised. 

THOMAS    SNODGRASH. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snodgrass, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  con- 
sioered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  appropriate  $330  to  reimbnrae 
to  Captain  ThonMis  Snodgrass  the  expenses  in- 
carrsa  b^  him  for  a  team,  and  balance  for  forage 
and  sabmstence  furnished  to  his  company  of  toI- 
unleers,  while  employed  as  a  guard  or  escort  for 
a  partT  of  emigrating  Cherokees  in  1838.  Bat 
the  bill  is  not  to  be  construed  to  sanction  any 
claim  of  the  representatives  of  Washington  Smith 
upon  the  United  Slates  for  the  amount,  or  any 
other  sum  advanced  to  Snodgrass. 

In  June,  1838,  Gen.  Nat.  Smith,  then  in  charge 
of  a  party  of  emigrating  Cherokees  as  emigrating 
agent,  under  the  escort  of  Captain  Drain,  United 
l^tes  Army,  found  that  the  Indians  had  become 
restless,  dissatisfied,  and  disposed  to  desert,  and 
otherwise  manifested  a  spirit  of  mutiny  and  in- 
subordination, and  a  disposition  to  commit  dep- 
redations upon  the  country  through  which  thej 
were  passing.  Finding  the  escort  of  Captain  Dram 
insufficient  to  restrain  them,  Qeneral  Smith  en- 
gaged the  memorialist  to  raise  a  company  of 
mounted  volunteers  of  thirty  men,  and  promised 
that,  on  condition  that  Captain  Snodgrass  would 
look  to  the  United  Slates  fbr  the  pay  of  the  men, 
he,  Qeneral  Smith,  would  defray  the  other  ex- 
penses, and  risk  the  chance  of  their  reimburse- 
ment. With  this  understanding  the  company 
was  raised,  and  mustered  into  service  for  thirty 
days,  to  assist  Captain  Drain,  as  guard  from 
Bellefonta  to  Waterloo,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
In  default  of  Smith,  who  failed  to  provide  funds. 
Captain  Snodgrass,  as  he  alleges,  incurred  ex- 
penses to  the  amount  of  f(741  25. 

To  defray  these  expenses  Captain  Snodgrass 
was  compelled  to  obtain  the  amount  of  $635  from 
W.  Smith,  a  brother  of  the  agent,  who  took  the 
obligation  of  Captain  Snodgrass  for  this  sum,  pay- 
able when  an  appropriation  should  be  made  by 
Congress.  He  has  since  been  sued  upon  this  ob- 
ligation, and  judgment  obtained,  S8th  November, 
1848,  for  the  amount  of  #1,143  66  and  costs,  in 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  northern 
Alabama. 

He  claims  other  sums  arising  out  nf  the  same 
transaction. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

OBED  HUS8ET. 

The  next  bill  was  one  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  for  the 
relief  of  Obed  Hussey. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  objected  to  its  consideration,  and 
it  vras  passed  over. 

THOMAS  D.  JENNINGS. 

The  bill,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims, for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Jennings, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  Thomas  D.  Jennings, 
of  Floriaa,  to  enter,  at  the  minimum  price  of  uie 

Eublic  lands,  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  one 
undred  and  sixty  acres,  comprising  the  improve- 
ment on  which  his  late  father,  Lawrence  D.  Jen- 
nings, resided  before  his  death,  on  due  proof  being 
presented  to  the  register  of  the  proper  land  office 
that  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  preiimpiion 
but  for  the  removal  of  the  family  after  the  death 
of  the  father. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  ana  passed. 

JUAN  M.  AND  JOBS  L.  LUCO. 

The  bill,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pri 
vatt  Land  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  Juan  M.  Luco 
and  JosC  L.  Luco,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  permit  them  to  file  their  claim  and 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  California,  known 
as  the  Ulpines  Rancho,  before  the  United  Slates 
land  commissionera  to  ascertain  and  settle  the 
private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  California,  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  approved  March  3, 1851; 
and  to  direct  those  commissionera  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  and  pass  upon  the  claim,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  had  oeen  filed  prior  to  the  exphra- 


tion  of  the  time  fixed  for  filing  such  claims  by  the 
act. 

The  petitionera  are  ownera  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  Slate  of  California,  known  as  "Ulpines 
Rancho;"  they  derived  their  title  thereto  from  one 
Jos<  de  la  Rosa,  who  derived  his  title  from  the 
Qovernment  of  Mexico.  De  Rosa  lived  upon  and 
occupied  the  lands  both  before  and  after  the  grant 
from  the  Mexican  Oovemment.  In  1850  the  wife 
of  De  Rosa  abandoned  him  and  went  to  Mexico, 
carrying  with  her  the  title  papers  to  the  tract  of 
land,  and  they  were  not  recovered  until  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  fixed  for  filling  such  claims, 
under  the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1851 . 

The  petitionera  now  ask  permission  to  file  their 
claim  and  title  papcris  before  the  said  commission- 
era. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ISAAC  L.  BATTLE. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar,  was  one  for  the 
relief  of  the  estate  of  Isaac  L.  Battle. 

It  proposes  to  release  the  estate  of  Isaac  L.  Bat- 
tle, deceased,  late  of  the  county  of  Jackson,  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  from  anv  liability  under  a 
judgment  heretofore  obtained  oy  the  Post  Office 
Uepartment  against  him  asguarantor  on  behalf 
of  Charles  Matthews  and  William  King,  late  of 
that  county  and  State,  as  bidden  for  a  contract 
to  carry  the  United  Slates  mail,  three  times  a 
week  each  way  between  Baiiibridge,  in  the  Slate 
of  Qeorgia,  and  Pensacola,  in  the  State  (then  Ter- 
ritory) of  Florida,  in  the  year  1843. 

In  the  year  1843,  Charles  Matthews  and  Wil- 
liam King  were  the  successful  bidders  for  a  con- 
tract with  the  Post  Office  Department  to  carry  the 
mail  three  times  a  week,  backward  and  forward, 
between  Bainbridge,  in  the  Slate  of  Qeoigia,  and 
Pensacola,  in  Florida,  and  Isaac  L.  Battle,  the 
petitioner's  intestate,  became  guarantor  in  their 
behalf.  Matthews  and  King  failed  to  execute 
their  contract  or  to  perform  any  portion  thereof, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  mail  was  carried  by 
W.  T.  Stockton  &  Co.,  who  had  been  the  con- 
tractora  previously,  from  "the  1st  of  July,  1843, 
to  the  8ih  of  October,  1843,"  at  which  time  the 
route  was  relet  at  the  price  stated  in  their  bid. 
During  the  time  for  which  Stockton  &  Co.  carried 
the  mail ,  it  was  carried  at  the  rate  previously  paid 
to  them,  say|31,000  per  annum,  and  on  the  Slst 
of  August,  1846,  suit  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
against  King  and  Matthews,  and  Isaac  L.  Battle, 
their  guarantor,  to  recoyer|3,135  as  the  difference 
between  their  bid,  |9,500per annum,  and  the  rale 
paid  to  Stockton  &  C04 131,000.  On  the  5th  of 
January,  1848,  judgment  was  obtained  against 
Felix  G.  Long,  executor  of  Charles  Matthews, 
for  ^,934  63,  and  an  execution  issued  to  satisfy 
the  Judgment,  upon  which  il07  14  was  paid  over 
to  the  Department  on  the  9Ui  of  April,  1849,  after 
deducting  for  costs  (164  86.  Process  was  at  the 
same  time  issued,  but  was  not  served,  on  King  or 
Battle.  The  claim  from  which  the  petitioner 
asks  to  be  released  is  the  balance  under  the  above 
judgment,  on  the  ground  that  he,  as  adminis- 
trator of  Isaac  L.  Brattle,  had  no  in  formation  that 
there  was  such  a  claim  in  existence,  until  he  had 
paid  out  as  administrator  all  the  assets  in  hand, 
with  the  exception  of  #1,500,  which  he  had  re- 
served for  the  pajrment  of  a  debt  due  from  the 
estate  to  a  widow  woman  named  Lewis,  who  is 
poor  and  must  lose  the  whole  nf  her  claim  if 
the  debt  to  Government  be  paid .  A  further  ground 
on  which  the  petitioner  asks  to  be  released,  is  the 
laches  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  not  pros- 
ecuting its  claim  at  the  time  of  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  King  and  Matthews,  and  when  they  were 
able  to  pay  the  damage  sustained,  instead  of 
waiting  roar  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  one 
of  the  principals  had  left  the  Sute  and  the  other 
had  died,  leaving  an  estate  almost  totally  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  liability. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  objected,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  over. 

SOPHIA  KIRBT. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next  bill 
on  the  Calendar,  is  one  for  the  relief  of  Sophia 
Kirby,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

It  propioses  to  require  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior to  place  the  name  of  Sophia  Kirby,  of  War- 
ren county,  Kenlneky,  widow  of  Joseph  Kirby, 
deceased,  upon  the  pension  roll,  and  to  pay  her 


a  oension  of  |100  per  annum,  to  j^mmence  on  the 
I7th  December,  1853. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  with  a  view  to  elicit  any  information  in 
relation  to  the  case  which  might  be  on  file  in  his 
office.  In  a  letter  of  date  March  3, 1854,  he  says: 
■•  As  the  bill  is  unaccompanied  by  papera  of  any 
description,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  underatand  uiion 
what  ground  the  relief  proposed  is  based.  It  is 
probable,  however,  thata  mistake  has  been  made  in 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Kirby's  husband;  for  I  find,  on 
referring  to  the  Kentucky  roll  of  pensionen,  that 
Jaie  Kirby,  of  Warren  county,  or  that  Slate,  was 
pensioned  on  the  33d  of  October,  1833,  under  the 
act  of  June  7, 1833,  at  the  rate  of  #33  33  per  an- 
num, which  covered  all  the  service  claimed  to 
have  been  rendered  by  bim,  viz:  nine  months  and 
twenty  days  in  the  militia  of  Virginia.  It  appears 
that  he  died  on  the  17th  of  December,  1853,  from 
which  date  his  widow,  Sophia  Kirby,  (the  name 
in  the  bill,)  was  pensioned  under  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 3, 1848,  at  the  same  rate,  and  is  still  in- 
scribed on  the  roll." 

Assuming  that  the  peraon  referred  to  by  the 
Commissioner  is  the  same  for  whose  relief  the  bill 
is  intended  to  provide,  and  who  is  now  reeeivinr 
the  full  amount  of  pension  to  which  her  husband 
was  entitled,  the  committee  do  not  feel  warranted , 
especially  in  the  absence  of  all  information  re- 
specting the  case,  except  that  fiirnished  by  th« 
Commissioner's  letter,  in  increasing  the  amount 
she  now  receives  by  an  act  of  special  legislation. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  report  of  the  commiuee  is 
adverse  in  that  case. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
then  will  be  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BROWN.    Oh,  no. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  being 
objected  to,  it  will  be  passed  over. 

EUZA  M.  EVANS. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  for  the  relief  of  EUza  M. 
Evans,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  Eliza  M.  Evans,  the  only  child  and 
heir-at-law  of  Colonel  Anthony  Walton  White, 
dececuwd,  late  a  colonel  in  the revolutionM*y  army, 
the  interest  on  #3,750  advanced  by  White  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  the  support  of  a  regi- 
ment of  light-hone,  commanded  by  him;  the  in- 
terest to  be  computed  from  July  4, 1780,  to  July 
7,  1838. 

Anthony  W.  Whiteserved  in  the  revolutionary 
army,  with  ^e  rank  of  colonel;  prior  to  the  year 
17^  be  advanced  to  the  United  Slates,  for  the 
support  of  his  regiment,  the  sum  of  #3,750;  from 
1788  down  To  the  year  1838,  either  he  or  his  iegal 
represenUtives,  made  continual  efforts  to  obtain  a 
settlement  of  his  accounts  and  a  repayment  of  the 
loan;  and  during  this  time,  both  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  committees  of  Congress  uniformly 
reported  in  favor  ofthejustice  of  the  claim;  finally, 
on  the  7th  July,  1838,  an  act  was  approved  to  re- 
fund to  his  legal  representatives  the  sum. 

The  claim  now  mode  is  for  the  interest  upon  this 
sum  of  #3,750,  from  the  4th  of  July,  1780.  to  the 
7th  of  July,  1838. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senato  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SARAH  CRANDALt. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Crendall,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  the  name  of  Sarah  Crandall,  widow  of 
James  Coon,  on  the  list  of  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners, and  pay  her,  during  her  natural  life,  at 
the  rate  of  eieht  dollan  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  1st  ofjanuary,  1848. 

The  petitioner  was  married  to  James  Coon  as 
early  as  the  year  1790;  Coon  died  in  1799;  his 
widow  afterwards  married  Jasper  Crandall,  who 
died  a  few  yeara  since,  leaving  the  petitioner  again 
a  widow. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  petitioner  that  James  Coon, 
her  firat  husband,  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  served  in  Colonel  Warner's  regiment, 
which  was  raised  principally  in  Connecticut,  and 
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that  he  enliatsd  for  three  years,  and  cootinned  on 
du^  daring  that  time. 

The  cerUficate^the  comptroller  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  ehowt  that,  according  to  the  records 
in  ^t  office,  Coon  served  in  the  rcTolationary  war, 
and  in  Warner's  regiment,  twenty-three  months 
and  ten  days. 

The  Commissioner  of  Penaiona  rejected  the 
petitioner's  application  for  a  pension  under  the 
^enend  laws,  on  the  ground  that  the  proof  was 
msuAcient  to  identify  her  husband  with  the  James 
Coon  above  mentioned,  who  was  shown  by  the 
record  to  have  served  nearly  two  years. 

It  appears  from  thq  records  in  the  comptroller's 
office  that  there  were  two  individuals  bearing  the 
name  of  James  Coon  on  the  roll  of  Warner's 
regiment— one  was  a  lieutenant,  and  the  other 
was  denominated  "  fifer."  The  first  application 
of  the  petitioner  to  the  Pension  Office  stated  that 
her  husband  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  at  Hop- 
kinton,  Rhode  Island.  Her  papers  were  found 
defective,  and  it  became  necessary  for  her  to  seek 
record  evidence  of  the  services  of  her  husband. 
She  applied  at  the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  Con- 
necticut, and  received  a  certificate  of  the  services 
of  James  Coon,  the  lieutenant,  which  she  pre- 
sented to  the  Pension  Office  as  proof  of  the  ser- 
vices of  her  husband.  It  was  subsequently  as- 
certained that  the  lieutenant  was  a  resident  of 
Salisbury,  Connecticnt,  and  not  of  Hopkinton, 
Rhode  Island,  where  petitioner's  husband  resided 
at  ths  time  of  his  enlistment.  She  was  then  noti- 
fied that  there  was  another  James  Coon  attached 
to  Warner's  raiment,  who  appeared  by  the  rolls 
to  have  been  a  musician.  The  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  required  her,  in  order  to  prove  the  iden- 
tity of  her  husband  with  the  James  Coon  last  men- 
tioned, to  produce  the  testimony  of  "  two  or  more 
witnesses  who  were  themselves  in  service  with 
him,  and  whose  names  were  found  on  the  same 
rolls."  This  testimony  could'  not  be  procured. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  petitioner  was  not 
married  to  Coon  until  after  the  close  of  his  ser- 
vices in  the  army;  that  she  resided,  both  before 
and  after  the  marriage,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
at  a  distance  fh>m  the  place  of  his  enlistment  and 
services;  and  that  he  (lied  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 
It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  she  should  have 
supposed  that  the  first  certificate  of  the  comptrol- 
ler related  to  the  services  of  her  husband. 

Ths  committee  are  satisfied  of  the  services  of 
the  petitioner's  husband  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  of  his  identity  with  the  James  Coon  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
JOUR  BRONSON. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  objected,  a  short  time  since, 
to  ths  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Bronson.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  very 
laMitorious  bill.  I  therefore  withdraw  my  ob- 
jection. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  objection 
being  withdrawn,  the  bill  will  be  considered  as  in 
Commiuee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
WHXUM  DARBT. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar,  was  one,  reported 
from  the  Comnittee  on  Claims,  for  the  relief  of 
William  Darby,  which  was  read  a  second  time. 

It  proposes  to  pay  to  William  Darby  f  1,600  in 
full  compensation  for  his  labor  and  materials  fur- 
nished in  surveying  and  making  a  mapof  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,  in  the  years  1818  and  1813. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  report 
rettd. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FniBAT,  Mag  5, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m .  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henht  Suckr. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
ORDER  OP    BU8INK8S. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair  whether  ths  spedal  order  takes  precedence, 
this  b«>i!8F^^3%  over  the  Private  Calendar? 

ThsSPBAKBR.  The  special  order  corert  the 


entire  week.  The  business  first  in  order  before  the 
House  is  upon  the  agreement  to  certain  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  House  ftom  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ths  Union  to  cer- 
tain bills  relatin?  to  the  organized  Territories. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
suming territorial  business. 
.  Mr.  BENSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  waive 
his  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  afford  me 
the  opportunity  to  present  to  the  House  some 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  have  no  objection  to  do 
so. 

RKSOLUTIONS  OF  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

Mr.  BENSON  then  asked  and  obtained  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  and  presented 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  as  follows: 

Ist.  In  favor  of  cheap  ocean  postage. 

2d.  In  relation  to  certain  proposed  modifications 
of  the  navigation  laws  of  the  United  States,  al- 
lowances of  bounties  to  fishing  vessels,  and  recip- 
rocal trade  with  the  North  American  Colonies. 

3d.  In  relation  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

4th .  In  favor  of  the  abolition  of  spirit  rations  in 
the  United  States  Navy. 

Which  were  severally  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  Also,  bv  unanimous  consent, 
presented  to  the  House  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislatureof  Massachusetts,  in  rdaUon  to,  and 
in  nivorof,  eslablishing/loa(iHf«ek4>eb  for  the  edu- 
cation of  seamen;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDER  OF  BOSIKESS.  ' 
Mr.  CROCKER  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  thefollowing  resolution; 
which  was  read  fbr  information: 

Rtiohed,  Thai  on  Tneedajr  next  the  commltteea  ahsll 
be  called  sod  have  leave  to  report  bill*  of  a  private  charao- 
tet  only,  which,  oa  beine  read  a  firat  and  seeond  time, 
■hall  be  referred  10  the  CbminlUee  ef  Ibe  Whole  Bonae 
without  debate. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
introduced. 

Mr.  LETTCHER.  I  now  submit  my  motion 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a 
view  to  resume  the  consideration  of  territorial 
business. 

AOJOURRHENT  OVER. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  rias  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  move  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Taoneasee.  Upon  that  motion 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  would  in- 
quire of  the  Chair  what  number  of  territorial  bills 
yet  remain  to  be  acted  upon  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    Some  twelve  or  thirteen. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  There  is  plenty  of  time 
to  consider  thsm  next  week. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  think  we  may  as  well 
attend  to  this  business  this  week. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  the  special 
Older,  and  let  us  consider  it  now. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  LILLY.    I  cannot. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Lilly's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57, 
nays  73;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Hesan.  AberenHnbie,  Aiken,   Ball,  BenaoD, 


Cauom,CMliiig,  Dick,  DieUoson^awj',  Thomaa  D.  El- 
iot, Flaaler,  FianUin,  Green,  Hanisoo,  Howe,  Hunt, 
Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Kittretee,  Knol,  LMcber,LinT,HcCiil- 
locb,  Mace,  Matteson,Mamv,  Norton,  Parker,  Peekham, 


muu>i«M#H,  0MHv|r  rviBiiMp,  iwuuio,  vwTiu  iuivu,o,  omm, 

Sewaid,  SlnunoBa,  flenit  Smilh,  Snodtraas,  Rlebaid  H. 
Stanton,  Heaior  L.  Steven*,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tcacy,  Up- 
ham.  Wade,  Walbridie,  Walker,  Walley,  Wslab,  larael 
Wanbnm,  Tappan  Wentwonh,  and  Wheeler— 97i 

NAYS— Heaar*.  Jama*  C.  Allen,  Uavld  J.  Bailer,  Bsrke- 
dale,  Boyce,  BrecUnridfe,  Carpenter,  Oaakia,  Clark,  (Jliat 
man,  Cobb,  Onrtia,  John  O.  Oavia,  Druo!,  Dunbar,  Eddy, 
Edgenon,  Edmundaon,  John  M.  ElUoit,  Blliaon,  Fenton, 
OsmMe,  Greenwood,  Ramllioa,  Bampaon  W.  Harrfa,  Benn, 
Booalon,  Bocbea,  Ia|*iioil,a«ame  W.  Joaea,  Kerr,  Kelts, 
Lane,  Linds%,  Macdonaid,  McDeonll,  M^alr,  Meteh- 
am,  Hiddleswarih,  Smith  MUler,  Wllaen,  Noble,  Olda^ 
Hordeeal  OUver,  Oir,  John  filUta,  Phelpa,  PhnU|rf;  Pow: 


ell,  Pratt,  Paryear,  Ready,  Reeae,  RIohardaon,  Ruffln, 
Buarell,  Seymour,  Shower,  Samnel  A.  BmlU),  William  R. 
Smith,  OeOiie  W.  Smyth,  Alexander  B.  Stephen*,  Sirat- 
ton,  Andrew  Smart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taykn-, 
Thoiaton,  Troot,  Vail,  Ellibu  B.  Waahlrarae,  Wella,  John 
Wentwonb,  Heodrick  B.  Wrifbl,  and  Zolllcoflbr— 73. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  till  Mon- 
day. 

The  question  wiw  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Lbtch- 
br's  motion;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  House  ac|Ardingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  theWhole  on  thestate  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Phblps  in  the  chair.) 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  was 
last  in  session  it  had  under  consideration  the  bill 
of  the  House  No.  317,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  Utah,  to 
grant  donations  of  lands  to  actual  settlers  therein, 
and  for  ot^er  purposes."  The  amendments  pend- 
ing were  to  strike  out  the  laat  proviso  of  the  third 
section,  and  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  per- 
son;" the  latter  submitted  by  the  genUeman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Litcbir.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment so  that,  if  adopted,  the  section  will  reed  thus: 

That  the  beneflta  of  the  >econd  and  third  eectiona  of 
thia  act  ahall  nat  extend  to  any  peraon. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  gendeman 
from  Virginia,  as  amended. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    I  wish  to  say  a  word 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Further  debate  is  not  in 
order.  Debate  on  the  amendment  was  exhausted 
on  the  amendment  before  the  committee  rose  laat 
evening. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Has  the  eentleman 
the  right  to  modify  his  amendment  afttr  debate 
on  it  has  been  exhausted  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    He  has  the  right. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  In  order  to  say  a  word,  I  shall 
move  an  amendment  merely  as  matter  of  form. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is  one  in  the  second  de- 
gree. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Will  the  Chair  allow  me  to 
suggest  that  it  is  only  an  amendment  in  the  first 
degree,  because,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out,  it  is  in 
order  to  move  to  amend  the  part  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out.  Now,  the  original  motion  here  was 
to  strike  out  the  proviso.  The  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is  not  an  amendment  in 
uie  second  degree,  not  an  amendment  to  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  but  an  amendment  touching  the 
subject-matter  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

"The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gendeman  from  Ohio 
will.proceed.  The  Chair  was  too  hasty  in  his 
decision. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  move  a  pro  fimna  amend- 
ment. Yesterday  I  explained,  Mr.  Chairman,  as 
far  as  this  question  was  concerned,  that  I  felt 
litde  or  no  interest  in  it.  I  stated,  that  in  the  bill 
which  I  originally  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  there  was  nothing  said  in  relation 
to  Mormone.  I  fdt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  explain 
veeterday,  as  did  ths  Delegate  firom  Utah,  that, 
by  custom  and  statutory  law  of  that  Territory, 
polygamy  was  recognized  there. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Read  the  law,  and  let  us 
hear  what  it  is.  Members  would  like  to  know  it. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  It  can  be  read  when  I  have 
concluded. 

Mr.  HUNT.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  law,  in  order  that  the  gentleman's 
time  may  not  be  consumed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  gentleman  IhHn 
Ohio  has  concluded  his  remarks,  the  law  will  be 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  HUNT.  We  can  understand  his  remarks 
better  if  the  law  be  read  first. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  eentleman  had  better 
have  it  read  now.  We  shall  he  able  to  understand 
his  remarks  better  after  we  have  heard  the  law. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Well,  I  will  send  it  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  law;  which  is  as  follows: 

«  The  homeatead,  ooanpied  by  the  wUb,  or  any  iwMlsor 
of  Ibe  ftmily  of  Uie  deceaaed  at  the  timeor  Ua  death,  ahall 
in  all  caaea  be  held  fi«e  to  the  ou  of  the  wKb  and  flunlly  oC 
the  deceaaed,  and  riiall  not  be  liable  to  any  claim  or  dalne 


aiainat  aaid  eatate;  and  if  there  be  other  piopeity  lamainlnc 
aner  the  UabiHtie*  of  the  eatau  are  Uqaidatad,  then  ilabalf, 
in  Ibe  abaance  of  oth«  airaniemenu  by  will,  deacend  ia 
e<iual  ahaiea  to  hia  children,  or  their  heira :  one  abare  to 
inch  hein  throegb  themoiherof  saeb  cliUaes,  if  AeahaU 
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•wrviT*  biro,  dorlDf  bcr  natural  life,  or  durinf  bar  widow- 
hood J  or,  if  be  bu  had  more  than  one  wife,  who  either 
died,  or  survived  In  lawful  wedlock,  it  «hall  Iw  equally  di- 
vided between  the  living  and  the  hrira  of  thOMi  wbo  ars 
dead,  luch  heira  taken  by  right  of  repreaenlatlon." 

Mr.  DISNEY  (who  wits  very  imperfectly  heard, 
"owingto  the  noise  prevniling  around  the  reporters' 
deoka)  then  said:  The  committee  will  observe  the 
peculiar  phraseology:  "a  party  who  has  had 
more  than  one  wife,  who  survives  him  in  lawful 
wedlock." 

My  object,  however,  in  rising  t^is  morning,  was 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  point 
involved  in  the  pending  question.  This  bill  con- 
toiiia  the  same  provision  in  relation  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah  that  has  been  made  in  relation  to  all 
other  Territories.  By  it  Congress  practically  says 
to  the  emigrant:  If  you  remove  to  this  Territory 
and  settle  there,  we  shall  esteem  it  a  service,  and 
such  a  service  that  we  will  give  you  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  m  a  consideration  for  it. 
As  I  have  already  stated,  polygamy  is  recognized 
by  statutory  law  in  this  Territory.  How  far  it 
may  be  competent  for  Congress  to  interfere  with 
regard  to  the  existence  of  that  institution,  is  not 
the  question  now  before  us.  We  certainly  cannot 
reach  it  in  this  way.  h  is  simply  a  question  of 
policy,  whether  we  will  encourage  the  emigration 
of  Mormons  to  this  particular  Territory.  The 
refusal  to  make  this  donation  cannot  affect  the 
existence  of  the  institution  itself. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress,  every  gentleman  can  see  and  examine 
the  arguments  on  both  sides.  The  only  point 
really  involved  in  this  question  is,  whether  Con- 
gress will  esteem  it  politic  to  offer  donations  of 
hnd  to  induce  Mormons  to  emigrate  to  thifi  par- 
ticular Territory,  or  whether,  by  a  refusal  to  grant 
them  the  same  inducement  that  you  hold  out  to 
other  people,  you  will  interpose  a  barrier,  and,  to 
that  extent,  discourage  the  emigration  of  Mor- 
mons into  this  Territory. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  lam  opposed 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  DiiNET.j  I  think  that  this  clause  ought  to 
remain  as  it  is,  or  except  from  it  the  provision 
that  excludes  the  poor  man,  if  he  happens  to  have 
.but  two  wives,  from  having  any  land.  If  we  are 
to  give  Governors,  judges,  and  other  Federal  offi- 
cers in  that  Territory,  large  salaries,  to  enable  them 
to  support  thirty  or  forty  wives.andallowthe  lords 
and  the  high  spiritual  dignitaries  of  the  Mormon 
establishment,  not  only  this  large  number  of  wives, 
but  salaries  of  t3.000  qr  f4,000,  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  excluding  the  poor  fellow  who  has  been 
enticed  there  from  enjoying  any  land,  if  be  hap- 
pens to  have  two  wives  instead  of  thirty  or  forty. 

1  have  seen  recently  in  the  newspapers  a  state- 
ment declaring  that  no  taw  shall  be  cited,  except 
the  statutes  of  the  United  States,  in  any  court 
whatever  in  the  Territory  of  Utah.  Then  the 
common  law  is  not  recognized  there,  and  the  spir- 
itnal  law  is  recognized,  if  this  statement  in  the 
newspapers  is  true,  which  gives  the  privilege  and 
right  to  a  person  there  to  have  as  many  wives  as 
hs  can  get.  It  seems  to  me  utterly  preposterous, 
and  will  be  disgraceful  to  this  Congress,  to  allow 
the  Governors,  judges,  and  other  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  hold  their  offices,  at  large  salaries,  and  have 
just  as  many  wives  as  they  please,  as  their  sala- 
ries will  enaole  them  to  support,  and  yet  prohibit 
the  poor  men  from  enjoying  the  benefit  of  land 
there,  if  they  happen  to  have  only  two  wives. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DISNEY.  With  the  leave  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dishet]  will  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  third  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
BoTci]  would  not  be  in  order  at  this  lims.  An 
amendment  is  now  pending  which  must  first  be 
•Dtsrtained  and  disposed  of,  before  any  amend- 
ment can  be  entertained  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move,  then,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing words:  "  more  than  one  wife,  or  to  be  guilty 
ofany irreligious  practice. " 

No  one  can  be  more  opposed  to  polygamy  than 
I  am.  I  have  no  idea  of  proceedingin  any  matter 
blindly.    What  right  has  this  Gfovernment  to 


Interfere  with  the  rel^ious  relations  of  the  people 
in  this  Territory  ?  The  whole  power  which  this 
Government  exercises  over  the  Territory  is  sim- 
ply that  of  a  constructive  character.  Where  is 
It  derived  from  ?  There  is  no  express  clause  in 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The 
authority  which  is  derived  from  that  clause  which 
prescribes  the  rightof  making  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  Territories,  clearly  does  not 
authorize  a  governmental  power.  It  is  said  by 
the  best  writers  on  constitutional  law,  to  be  de- 
rived as  an  incident  to  the  treaty-making  power; 
they  lay  down  the  principlethus:  because  you  have 
the  right  to  acquire  terntoty,  you  have  also  the 
right  to  govern  it. 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  right  to  govern  the 
Territory  isnot  an  unlimited  power  of  Government. 
It  is  subject  to  all  the  express  limitations  of  the 
Constitution  that  may  be  applicable  to  the  subject; 
and  the  subject  is  liable  to  all  the  implied  limita- 
tions derivable  from  the  nature  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Sir,  what  is  the  object  of  the  government 
of  the  Territory?  The  governments  of  Territo- 
ries are  organized  merely  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Territories  in  their  infant  state,  until 
they  are  able  to  become  States.  The  whole  pow- 
er of  the  Government  over  the  Territories  should 
be  confined  to  that  narrow  sphere  of  protecting  the 
rights  of  persons  and  things  until  they  are  able  to 
become  States.  It  by  no  means  implies  that  Con- 
gress has  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  domestic, 
the  social,  or  the  religious  relations  of  the  people. 
Their  religious  relations,  I  say,  are  not  to  be  in- 
terfered with.  This  is  a  religious  subject;  and 
because  it  is  a  religious  subject,  it  is  one  of  great 
magnitude. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  is  one  thing  clear 
in  reference  to  the  power  of  Congress,  it  is  that  it 
has  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  religion. 
That  is  the  very  first  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution;  it  stands  at  the  head  of  all  the 
amendments.  Congress  shall  pass  no  law  upon 
this  subject.  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  religion 
of  the  Mormons  is  not  a  true  religion — that  it  is  a 
false  religion.  But  I  do  not  thins  that  Congress 
has  any  right  to  say  that  this  or  that  religion  is 
true  or  false.  Who  made  us  judges  over  this 
maltsr?  Who  appointed  us  apostles,  or  bishops, 
or  priests?  Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  is  any 
one  subject  which  this  Congress  does  not  under- 
stand practically,  I  expect  it  is  this  very  subject 
of  religion. 

I  ask  you,  sir,  who  set  us  up  to  be  judges  of 
other  people's  religion?  Who  gave  us  authority 
to  legislate  for  them  on  the  subject  of  religion? 
But  It  may  be  supposed  that  it  is  no  great  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  to  inter- 
fere with  the  religion  of  the  Mormons;  but  once 
you  break  in  upon  that  principle,  once  you  violate 
It  in  any  regard,  where  will  you  stop?  1  am  op- 
posed to  any  infraction  at  all  of  the  Constitution 
on  this  point.  Let  all  religions  be  free.  Letevery 
man  worship  God  according  to  his  own  heart  and 
conscience. 

Well,  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  spirit  of  this 
bill  is  at  war  with  another  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  says  that  Coneress  shall  pass  no  bill 
of  attainder.  I  knowthat, legally  and  technically, 
the  clause  applies  to  the  passage  of  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment depriving  a  man  of  his  life.  But  the  Supreme 
Court  have  determined  that  the  term  contained  in 
this  clause  of  the  Constitution  applies  to  all  kinds 
of  legislation  by  which  any  pains  or  penalties  are 
inflicted  uponpersons.  Itisto  prohibitany  kind  of 
legislation  by  which  Congress  places  itself  in  the 
condition  of  the  judiciary  to  judge,  and  hear,  and 
determine  the  cause  itself.  Now,  i  ask,  what  is 
the  bill  before  us  but  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties 
against  this  people,  against  a  whole  nation  ?  Why, 
sir,  we  have  no  parallel  in  our  history 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  understood  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Botcc]  to 
admit  the  constitutional  power  in  Congress  to 
donate  these  lands  absolutely  to  actual  settlers. 
Now,  sir,  I  want  to  know  from  him, and  I  inquire 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  information,  whether,  if 
Congress  has  the  power  to  make  an  absolute  grant, 
it  has  not  also  the  power  to  affix  conditions  to  the 
grant? 

A  Member,  (in  his  seat.)  Not  if  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  are  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  was  not  inquiring  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  on  my  left;  it  was  to  his 


colleague  [Mr.  Botci]  that  I  ^propounded  the 
question:  "Not  if  the  provisions  are  unconstitu- 
tionalf"  The  honorable  gentlenun  from  South 
Carolina  says  that  we  would  be^nterfering  with 
the  religious  rights  of  the  people  of  Utah  oy  re- 
taining this  provision.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
assume  the  position  that  if  you  can  give  away  the 
land  at  all,  you  may  affix  such  conditions  to  the 
grant  as  Congress  may  regard  as  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  sound  morals  and  . 
the  public  good.  To  illiutrate  my  views,  Mr. 
Chairman 

Mr.  BOYCE,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  allow  me  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  in  a  ihomeot.  I  wish  to 
put  a  ease  to  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina. 

Suppose  that,  in  the  wildness  of  religions  fanat- 
icism in  Utah,  the  Mormons  should  imagine  tbst 
they  had  received  a  revelation  from  the  prophet 
Joe  Smith  which  required  them  to  enact  an  eccle- 
siastical law  to  the  effect  that  the  eldest  born  of 
every  woman  in  that  Territory  should,  when  it 
was  one  month  old,  be  sacrificed  and  slaughtered: 
and  suppose,  further,  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, that  people  should  come  here  and  ask 
Congress  to  make  a  grant  of  lands  to  encourage 
settlement  under  a  system  of  that  kind;  would 
not  the  honorable  gentleman,  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  a  guardian,  and  representing  a  people  having  a 

^'oint  interest  with  all  the  rest  of  the  people  of  this 
and  in  that  domain,  deem  it  proper  and  advisable 
to  provide  that  no  person  who  subscribed  to,  and 
practiced  upon,  the  principles  of  such  a  religion, 
or  rather  fanaticiam,  should  have  a  grant  of  land  ? 
Now  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Bovck]  to  answer  my  question. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  1  propose  to  ask  the  gentlemaa 
from  Ohio 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  propose  that  you  an- 
swer the  question,  which  I  have  already  propound- 
ed, first. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  You  put  an  extreme  ease,  and 
I  believe  it  is  customary  to  answer  one  question 
by  asking  another. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Answer  the  question  first, 
and  then  propoundyours. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  Then  I  will  say  that  f  would 
do  nothing  to  recognize  such  a  state  of  things. 

Now,  1  will  ask  the  gentleman  whether  Con- 

fress  has  the  right  to  declare,  in  this  bill,  that  no 
'resbyterian  should  have  the  privilege  of  taking  a 
portion  of  this  land  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  a  Presbyterian  chnreb 
in  Utah,  actuated  by  a  wild  fanaticism,  should  de- 
clare, by  an  ecclesiastical  provision,  the  allowance 
of  polygamy,  or  any  other  crime,  as  a  tenet  of  its 
faith,  1  should  say  that  no  person  subscribing  to 
such  a  provision,  or  practicing  under  it,  should 
have  any  portion  of  the  public  domain,  and  that 
it  would  clearly  be  the  duty  of  Congress  so  to 
declare. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  If  there  is  no  abjection,  I  will 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  wm 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  move  to  amend  the 
proviso  under  consideration,  so  that  it  shall  rfad: 

Jlnd  frtnUtd further,  Tbat  neither  the  beneSta  of  this 
or  ofany  other  act  donating  public  landa,  eball  eitend  to 
any  penon  who  ahall  now,  or  at  any  line  bareaftcr,  bo  the 
huiband  of  more  than  one  wife. 

When  I  rose  to  address  the  Chair,  I  stated  that 
the  views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  were,  that  if  we  pass  thisrestrictioD,  the 
Mormons  will  pass  out  or  Utah,  and  spread  alt 
over  the  vast  vallejr  of  the  interior  of  this  conti- 
nent. The  amendment  which  I  now  propose 
reaches  that  objection.  I  do  not  propose  her*  to 
discuss  the  constitutional  question.  I  touch  the 
moral  question  only.  If  this  Congress,  acting  aa 
the  donors  of  this  land,  has  the  right  to  prescribe 
the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  they  shall 
be  given,  it  has  the  right  to  prescribe  the  condi- 
tion that  no  individual  who  indulges  in  polygamy 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of^this  act.  If  he 
prefer*  polygamy,  he  can  leave  the  Union. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  If  he  prefers  more  than  one 
woman, 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  As  my  friend  from  New 
York  says,  if  he  prefers  more  than  one  woman  he 
may  leave  the  land.  If  we  prescribe  conditions, 
we  must  make  them  oonsistent  with  the  laws  of 
the  land.  If  a  siogle  member  of  this  Houm  ahould 
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take  to  himself  more  than  one  wife,  he  not  only 
aubjecta  himsrir  to  the  frowns  of  the  communily, 
but  to  the  penaliies  prescribed  by  the  law;  and  he 
tutfers  for  his  crintp  in  the  penitentiary.  Dq  you 
ask,  then,  that  these  people  shall  have  the  benefits 
of  this  law.'  That  your  lands  shall  not  be  with- 
held from  people  guilty  of  this  crime' 

Mr.  KEITT.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  single  question  ?  If 
it  be  unconstitutional  to  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  polygamy  itself,  is  it  not  unconstitutional, 
10  donating  the  public  lands,  to  impose  a  restric- 
tion which  indirectly  effects  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  WALBRIDtiG.  1  stated,  at  the  outset 
of  my  remarks,  that  in  what  I  ajiould  now  say 
upon  this  subject  I  should  waive  the  constitutional 
«luestion  entirely.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  whether 
it  is  constitutional  or  not.  1  am  viewinj;  this  as  a 
great  moral  question;  and  I  say  that  it  is  the  right 
and  duty  of  Congress,  in  making  donations  of 
the  public  lands,  to  impose  such  limitations  and 
restrictions  as  they  may  think  proper,  such  as 
would  be  made  in  the  States.  ^ 

Such  a  restriction  would  not  be  necessary  in  the 
Slate  of  South  Carolina,  because  the  State  itself 
has  made  the  restriction,  by  forbidding  polygamy. 
But  wherever  polygamy  exists,  the  line  is  dis- 
tinctly drawn;  and  I  submit  that  Con|re8s  have 
the  right,  and  that  it  is  their  (luty,  in  making-do- 
nations, to  impose  restrictions  in  reference  to  it.  I 
therefore  insist,  as  1  said  yesterday,  upon  retain- 
ing this  (iroviso  as  a  moral  question,  and  leave  the 
constitutional  question  for  others  to  discuss. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  in 
order,  I  propose  to  offer,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  benefits  of  the  bill  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
one  guilty  of  murder,  arson,  piracy,  or  robbery. 

The  objection  which  I  originally  urged  against 
the  proviso  of  the  bill,  it  seems  to  me,  has  not 
been  answered.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  I  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  frequently  to  obtrude  myself 
tipon  the  House  in  answer  to  the  several  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  the  other  side;  but  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Cobb]  has  no  right  to  conclude  from 
my  silence,  under  these  circumstances,  that  I  have 
"  backed  out" — I  believe  that  was  his  expression. 
Sir,  when  I  have  nothing  to  say  which  can  throw 
additional  light  upon  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, silence  appears  to  me  most  becoming;  and  in 
the  most  friendly  spirit,  I  suggest  the  propriety 
of  this  course  to  the  grave  consideration  of  my 
colleague. 

The  proviso  excludes  from  the  benefit  of  the 
bill  all  persons  who  have  more  than  one  wife. 
Why  ?  Because  it  is  said  polygamy  is  a  crime. 
Then  the  exclusion  operates  by  way  of  penalty, 
and  is  intended  to  operate  by  way  of^discouraging 
crime.  This,  then,  as  I  understand  it,  is  the 
assertion  of  a  collateral  or  incidental  jurisdiction 
over  the  morals  of  the  people  of  the  country, 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  theory  of  our  limited 
Federal  Constitution. 

Our  only  jurisdiction  over  crimes  is  to  be  found 
in  those  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  author- 
ize .Congress  to  *'  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
counterfeiting  the  securities  and  current  coin  of 
the  United  Slates."  To  define  and  punish  piracies 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  of- 
fenses a|;Binst  the  law  of  nations,  "  and  to  dscUtre 
the  punishment  of  treason." 

In  addition  to  this,  then,  there  is  a  criminal 
jurisdiction  arising  out  of  that  clause  authoriz- 
ing Xyongresn  to  make  all  laws  which  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carry ing  into  execution  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  Constitution.  And,  sir, 
even  as  to  these  crimes,  the  mode  of  punishment 
is  prescribed  by  th%  Constitution.  The  common 
law  rules  being  preserved  in  all  cases  of  accusation. 

Has  Congress  the  right  to  sa^  that  no  man  who 
ia  a  polygamist  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  the 
public  lands,  or  be  entitled  to  a  preemptor's  right 
of  settlement,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  share 
in  those  grants  made  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  contained  in  the  Constitution,  authorizing 
"  rules  and  regulations"  for  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lands? 

If,  throueh  the  exercise  of  the  power  "  to  dis- 
pose of"  the  public  lands.  Congress  is  to  take 
this  incidental  control  over,  this  particular  crime, 
why  not  over  every  other?  Ana  if  in  this  mod^, 
why  not  in  every  other  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
territory  ?  Why  not  extend  the  proviso  so  as  to 
exclude  from  the  benefit  of  the  act  all  persons 
who  are  guilty  of  murder,  arson,  piracy,  forgery, 


and,l  mightadd,theAof  slaves,if  I  were  not  afraid 
of  shocking  the  sensibilities  of  some  gentlemen, 
and  thus  bring  the  influence  of  the  Qovernmentto 
bear  upon  the  whole  dark  catalogue  of  crime? 

Sir,  these  considerations  are  not  answered  by 
sophomuric  declamation  as  to  the  heinousnese  of 
the  offense.  That,  sir,  is  not  the  question,  but 
whether  we  shall,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  our  legislation,  link  into  our  acts  the  discour- 
agement or  punishment  of  crimes  which  are  ap- 
propriately referred  to  the  local  Legislatures. 

If  Congress  possesses  any  power,  acting  as  the 
Legislature  of  this  Territory,  then  let  them  exert 
it  in  a  direct  manner,  by  virtue  of  that  power,  and 
we  could  then  meet  the  question  fairly  when  it  is 
presented;  but  let  us  not  smuggle  into  this  bill  a 
jurisdiction  not  warranted  by  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  under  which  it  is  framed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  1  move  to  substitute 
for  the  words  "  provisions  of  thjs  act,"  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the 
words  "  donations  of  land  made  by  this  act." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  no  desire  to  participate  in 
this  discussion,  but  simply  to  vote  for  the  proviso 
as  it  has  been  amended;  but  I  cannot  pass  with 
silence  some  of  the  remarks  thrown  out  in  the 
debate  by  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  striking 
out  this  proviso.  It  seems  to  me  they  go  aside 
from  the  fact,  that  by  the  bill  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah,  which  passed  September,  1850,  all 
the  laws  of  that  Territory  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  and  Governor  are  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  if 
disapprove,  they  are  to  be  null  and  of  no  effect. 
I  have  the  law  before  me. 

Now,  is  it  a  fact  that  there  are  laws  in  Utah 
which  establish  the  crime  of  polygamy, as  asserted 
by  gentlemen  I  My  friend  and  colleague  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  Disnet,]  referred  this  morning  to  a 
law  which  he  said  countenanced,  or  established 
polygamy  in  that  Territory.  I  had  no  opportunity 
to  examme  it.  My  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Phillifs]  said  that  we  might  as  well  insert  a  pro- 
vision here  to  exclude  any  man  guiltv  of  murder, 
perjury,  or  any  other  crime.  I  unaarstand  that 
the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Utah  denounce  those 
crimes,  and  hold  them  to  be  crimes  as  they  do  in 
the  States  of  this  Union,  whereas  they  tolarate 
the  other  crime,  that  of  polygamy. 

And  here  we  have  a  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
squatter  sovereignty,  so  ably  advocated  by  gen- 
tlemen in  Congress;  the  leaving  of  the  Territories 
to  do  as  they  pleiue;  the  Terntorial  Legislatures 
to  do  what  they  please;  establish  any  crime  they 
choose.  Whether  we  approve  or  not,  we  are  to 
pass  the  laws  unnoticed. 

If  I  had  the  time,  I  would  read  from  the  law 
organizing  the  Territory  of  Utah, a  law  for  which 
1  take  this  occasion  to  say  I  did  not  vote.  I  felt 
indisposed  to  give  the  people  of  Utah,  whom  I 
conceived  at  that  time  to  oe  a  set  of  strolling 
squatters,  who  had  seized  the  public  land,  and 
defied  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  I  was 
indisposed  to  give  the  people  of  that  Territory,  a 
territory  twelve  times  as  large,  1  am  toM,  as  that 
of  New  York,  the  power  to  set  up  and  justify  ar 
crime  in  defiance  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  am  opposed  to  this  wholesale 
legislation  against  a  whole  community.  It  reminds 
me  of  our  revolutions^  struggle.  Sir,  I  well 
recollect  what  Burke  said,  whenLord  North  and 
his  servile  majority  attempted  to  proscribe-a  whole 
province.  He  said,  "  I  do  not  know  how  to  draw 
up  an  indictment  agtunat  a  whole  nation."  And 
so  with  me.  I  do  not  know  how  to  draw  up  an 
indictment  against  this  whole  people.  1  am  for 
letting  them  alone. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  proviso  is  at  war  with 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  says  that 
no  man  shall  be  bound  to  answer  for  any  criminal 
offense  unless  upon  the  presentment  of  a  grand 
jury.  Here  you  require  this  whole  people  to  an- 
swer for  a  criminal  offense,  and  on  what  present- 
ment? The  presentment  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  Is  that  in  consonance  with  the 
Constitution?  Again:  Every  man  has  a  right  to 
a  trial  by  jury  when  he  is  charged  with  crime. 
Do  you  give  the  people  of  Utah  this  right?  No, 
you  do  not.  To  whom  do  you  give  the  pawer  to 
decide  this  question  ?  You  give  u  to  this  surveyor 
general 


When  a  Mormon  applies  for  a  tract  of  land 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  the  surveyor 
general  will  say  to  him,  "  You  shall  not  have  it." 
"  Why  ?"  "  Because  you  have  more  wives  than 
one."  Who  is  to  decide  that  question?  This 
surveyor  general.  He  is  to  decide  whether  the 
man  has  been  guilty  of  this  crime  or  not.  Is  that 
consistent  with  the  Constitution  ?  However  good 
our  motives  may  be,  let  us  not  trample  the  Con- 
stitution and  this  great  provision  of  liberty  under 
foot.  Sir,  these  people  are  entitled  to  our  sym- 
pathy and  pity.  Look  at  their  history.  It  is  a 
history  of  misfortune  and  persecution,  of  disaster 
and  suffering.  They  have  never  been  permitted  to 
livein  peace  and  security  in  any  community.  They 
weredrivenfromMissouriandfrom  Illinois.  Their 
beautiful  city  of  Nauvoo  was  devastated ,  and  they 
were  compelled,  with  bleeding  hearts,  to  bid  adieu 
to  the  graves  of  their  people  and  to  their  beaiViAil 
temple.  Their  prophet  was  taken  and  placed  in 
jail  in  Carthage,  and  while  there,  was  brutally 
murdered  by  assassins.  They  were  then  driven 
into  the  wilderness.  They  went  up  on  the  western 
side  of  Iowa,  and  there  at  mid-winter,  whilst  they 
were  in  the  midst  of  suffering,  the  United  States 
called  upon  them  to  go  and  fight  the  battles  of  the 
country.  And  how  did  they  respond  to  ihatcall? 
They  responded  to  it  better  than  the  people  of 
many  parts  tlf  the  United  States.  They  sent 
almost  their  whole  military  force;  and  that  people 
rallied  around  the  star-spanned  banner,  ana  went 
out  to  fight  the  battles  of  our  country.  And  yet 
Tou  will  not  now  permit  those  men  to  enjoy  a 
home  in  that  wilderness  which  they  have  rescued 
from  barbarism  and  from  the  Indians. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  being  unwill- 
ing to  call  gentlemen  to  order  in  debate,  has,  per- 
haps, permitted  the  rule  to  be  violated  to  soma 
extent;  but  in  the  further  debate  upon  this  bill 
he  will  Bttenipt  rigidly  to  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  CO  BB.  fam  very  sorry  the  Chair  is  only 
going  to  adopt  that  course  now.  My  colleagus 
[Mr.  Phillips]  has  been  heard,  and  I  want  an 
opportunity  to  reply. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  The  geatltman  fr«m  Ala- 
bama is  out  of  order, 

I  will  read  so  much  of  the  34th  nils  as  is  nscsa- 
sary  to  show  its  application: 

"  Where  debate  Is  closed  bjr  order  of  the  Hanse,  any 
memlMr  tbsll  be  allowed,  in  comiDlttee,  Ave  minute*  to 
explain  any amendiiient  he  may  offer;  after  which  any 
member  who  shall  Hrst  obtain  4ie  floor  shBll  be  allowed  to 
•peak  Ave  minutes  in  opposition  to  it,  and  there  tball  be 
no  further  debate  on  the  amendment." 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  propound  a 
ciuestion  to  the  Chair,  with  a  view  of  facililating 
tne  business.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  will  be  in  or- 
der to  lay  aside  this  bill,  and  take  up  and  dispose  of 
other  territorial  bills  that  are  before  the  commit- 
tee, to  which  there  may  be  no  objection  ?  We  can 
then  return  to  a  consideration  of  this  bill,  and 
spend  upon  it  whatever  may  be  left  of  the  time  of 
the  specied  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  the  committee  can  lay  aside  this  bill,  and 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  other  bills. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  1 
insist  that  the  motion  submitted  by  me  was  in 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ricn- 
ARDiON]  had  the  floor,  but  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  soaestion,  as  I  understood. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  make  a  mo- 
tion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  floor  was  assigned  by 
the  Chair  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  While 
he  was  occupying  it,  the  gentleman  from  Qeoigia, 
nor  any  other  gentleman,  had  no  right  to  make 
any  motion  whatever. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  I  call  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  to  order,  on  the  ground  uiat  he  ia 
not  discussing  the  queetion  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  According  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  Chair,  the  cmtleman  from  lllinoia 
rose  to  a  point  of  order.  If  the  Chair  waa  mis- 
informed, he  would  like  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rose  to  make  an  in- 
quiry, upon  which  I  deeired  to  base  a  motion.  I 
submit  my  motion  now,  and  the  Chair  Can  decide 
whether  I  am  in  order  or  not. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1112 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  5, 


Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  eentleman  aubmiu  a 
motion,  he  is  in  order;  but  if  he  make  an  inqoiry 
mereir,  he  is  not  in  order.  

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside  this 
bill.  The  object  1  have  in  view,  if  the  motion  be 
agreed  to,  is  to  enable  the  committee  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration,  and  dispose  of  the  other 
territorial  bills. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,    ts  that  motion  debatable .' 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  make  this  point  of  order.  The 
committee  rose,  went  into  the  House,  and  then 
a  resolution  was  passed  directing  that  the  debate 
should  be  closed 

TbeCHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  submits  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sew- 
ard'a  motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  eenUeman  from  Illi- 
nois submits  the  motion  that  this  bill  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  know  if  that 
motion  is  debatable  ? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
House  passed  a  resolution  to  close  debate,  to  vote 
upon  the  amendments,  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
House.  Having  done  that,  I  now  ask  whether 
that  order  can  be  set  aside  or  disregarded  by  the 
committee? 

The  CHAIRMAI^  A  resolution  was  intro- 
duced, and  passed  b^the  House,  in  the  usual 
form,  dosing  debate  on  this  bill, and  directing  the 
committee  to  proceed  with  its  consideration,  and 
report  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House. 
Tnerefore  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois cannot  be  entertained. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  under  what  rule  it  has  decided  that  the 
proposition  to  lay  aside  this  bill  is  not  debatable? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  from  Ohio 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  There  is  an  express  rule,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  a  motion  for  priority  of  business 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  [Mr.  Richaroson]  will 
withdraw  his  motion  to  set  aside  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  moUon  has  been 
ruled  out  of  order.  There  is  no  motion  pending, 
except  the  amendments  offered  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Oh,  very  well.  That  will 
do.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with- that. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  persons  "  the  additional  words  "  male  or 
female."^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  rules  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  cannot  amend  his  own 
amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    But  can  I  not  modify  it  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  can  mod- 
ify it,  but  cannot  speak  upon  that  modification. 

Mr.  KERR.  Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  make 
the  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Litcrer,]  by  insert- 
ing the  words  indicated  by  him,  '■male or  female." 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Chairman,  which  side 
of  the  proposition  am  I  to  take !  Am  I  to  speak 
for  or  agamatit? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  have  to  speak  against  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Very  well,  it  does  not  mat- 
ter much.  I  can  say  as  much  on  the  one  side  as 
on  the  other.    [Laughter.] 

All  that  I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  in 
reference  to  a  point  which  has  been  made  in  the 
progress  of  this  debate,  and  that  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama.  He  desired  to  know  whether  any 
member  of  this  committee  would  undertake  to  dis- 
criminate— in  the  donation  of  land — against  mur- 
dertrs,  or  against  pirates,  or  against  any  other 
characters  who  were  the  subjects  of  crime.  Now , 
sir,  there  isa  very  distinct  answer  to  this  question. 
I  think  there  is  a  very  conclusive  answer  to  this 
view  of  the  case.  Neither  the  State  of  Vimnia, 
nor  the  State  of  Alabama,  nor  the  State  of  Qeor- 
gia,  nor  any  other  civilized  or  well  established 
community  that  I  know  of,  in  the  United  Butes, 
recognizes  these  crimes  as  part  of  their  social  sys- 
tem. But  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  polygamy  is 
a  System,  a  regularly  recognized  system — neither 
more  nor  less — adopted  under  the  ecclesiastical 
law,  recognized  under  the  legislative  law,  and,  in 


every  way,  and  with  every  sanction  that  can  be 
given  to  it,  either  by  the  clergy  or  by  the  legisla- 
tive authority,  recognized  as  an  immutable,  an 
unchanmble  institution. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  allow  me  to  make  a  remark? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Not  just  now;  wait  a  mo- 
ment. If  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Utah  had  recognized  murder,  or  had  recognized 
piracy,  or  had  recognized  any  other  species  of 
crime  as  a  legal  system,  then, sir,  I  say,  we  could 
here,  in  making  donations  of  this  sort,  express  on 
the  part  of  Congress  an  unaualified .  hostility  to 
any  system  of  the  kind. 

Sir,  what  are  we  doing  here?  These  people 
come  and  ask  for  special  privileges  under  the  law, 
and  it  is  for  us  to  say  whether,  while  they  have 
such  a  system  among  them,  we  will  tolerate  that 
institution,  and  encourage  these  people,  by  giving 
to  them  the  very  benefits  and  pnvileges  that  they 
ask.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  can  do  this,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  are  perfectly  powerless,  that 
we  have  no  authority  of  any  sort.  It  seems  that, 
no  matter  what  crime  springs  up  in  the  country, 
when  the  professors  of  it  get  into  a  Territory,  and 
ask  for  land,  we  must  make  donations  to  them, 
because  we  have  made  donations  to  othere,  and 
have  no  ri^ht  to  make  a  discrimination. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  view  of  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Botce.]  He  says  that  this 
is  a  matter  of  religion.  Why,  sir,  it  is  exactly 
the  reverse.  If  these  people  had  a  decent  religion, 
they  would  not  have  polygamy  there.  It  is  not 
a  matter  of  religion.  It  is  a  matter  of  vice;  and 
whenever  this  House  undertakes  to  make  these 
donations,  it  is  paying  a  tribute  to,  and  encour- 
aging vice,  infamy,  and  iniquity. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  liirther 
amendment  in  order;  and  no  further  debate  can 
be  had  on  the  amendment  pending. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
question.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise.  I  will 
slate,  if  the  committee  will  permit  me,  the  object 
I  have  in  submitting  the  motion.  It  is  to  get  rid 
of  this  bill,  in  order  to  proceed  to  other  business. 

Mr.  BOYCE.    I  object  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

•  The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr. 
Phelps]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under 
consideration,  and  particularly  bills  relating  to 
territorial  business,  and  more  particularly  House 
bill  No.  317,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  debate  was  terminated 
upon  House  bill  No.  317.  I  will  state  the  object 
which  I  have  in  view  in  making  this  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  not  debatable, 
the  gentleman  will  recollect. 

Mr.  CAMPBEX.L.  I  hope,  by  common  con- 
sent, the  gentleman  will  be  permitted  to  proceed, 
and  make  his  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER,  if  there  is  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  will  proceed. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  My  object  is  to  remove 
the  order  terminating  debate,  and  then  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  move  to  lay  aside  this 
bill,  and  take  up  and  endeavor  to  pass  other  terri- 
torial bills,  and  thereby  get  through  this  special 
order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  hope  the  motion 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  66,  noes  61. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  that  the  reso- 
lution be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 


Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Pbelpi  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  House  bill  (No.  317)  to  es- 
tablish the  offlce  of  surveyor  general  in  Utah,  to 
grant  donations  to  actual  settlers  tbernn,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside  this 
bill,  not  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  it  to  the 
House,  but  merely  to  pass  it  over  and  take  up  the 
next  bill. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  wish  merely  to  state  a  fiuM 
to  the  committee  for  its  information,  t  have  some 
days  hesitated  whether  it  was  my  duty  to  an- 
nounce the  fact  to  the  House;  but,  upon  consid- 
eration, 1  think  it  due  to  the  House  to  be  advised 
of  it.  What  I  desire  to  state  is,  that,  among  other 
matters,  African  slavery  is  recognized  and  aalsdi- 
lished  by  law  in  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  pass  this 
bill  by,  which  motion  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  know  of  no  reason  for 
not  disposing  of  this  bill  now,  after  it  has  been 
discussed  for  two  days. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  propose  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  bill  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House, 
with  a  recimmendation  that  it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  ORR.    Is  that  in  order? 

TbeCHAIRMAN.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  is  merely  to  pass  the  bill  by,  and 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  in  order  as  an  amend- 
ment to  that  motion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  desires  to 
submit  his.  My  object  is  to  have  l£e  bill  disposed 
of  in  some  way. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  submit  my  motion, 
that  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

TbeCHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  wouM  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  has  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONE^.  My  point  of  order  is  still  appli- 
cable. I  submit  that  there  is  nothing  before  the 
committee.  The  territorial  business  was  made 
the  special  order;  and  I  hold  that  no  one  cose  has 
precedence  of  any  other,  but  that  il  is  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  any  bill.  The  bill  which  you 
had  before  you  at  the  last  sitting  does  not  come 
up  as  a  matter  of  course  at  the  next  session  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  wish  to  say  a  single 
word  of  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
What  he  has  said  may  be  true.  If  true,  I  would 
deem  it  right  and  proper  to  determine  what  bills 
the  committee  ought  to  take  up.  They  must  de- 
termine that  question  for  themselves.  It  is  right 
and  proper  that  they  should  do  so. 

TbeCHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  not  withdrawn 
my  motion,  and  I  do  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  the  Chair  decides  my 
motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. As  he  has  not  done  so,  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Is  there  any  questtbn 
pending? 

Mr.  llICHARDSON.  Yes,  sir;  one  of  pri- 
ority of  business;  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  demand  tellers  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  Wheeler,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  57,  noes  65. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  lay  the  bill  aside. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  debate  upon 
this  bill,  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  Parker  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  41;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise.     . 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  regret  deeply  that 
this  bill  has  consumed  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  I  regret  that  it  has  ever  been  introducsd. 
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Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  What  qaMtion  is 
befor*  the  House? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  and  the  various 
amendnents.  The  House  has  reconsidered  the 
vote  by  which  the  debate  was  closed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Chair, 
irhat  is  the  present  position  of  the  bill,  for  I  really 
do  Dot  understand  U? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  wilt  staU  the 
proposition  now  pending  in  committee.  It  is  bill 
No.  317,  which  has  been  under  discussion  yester- 
dayand  to-day.  On  yesterday,  the  Hbaseadopted 
a  reaohition  closing  debate  in  fire  minutes  after 
the  House  should  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  A  fiiw  minutes  since,  in  the  House,  the  vote 
by  which  that  resolution  was  adopted,  was  recon- 
sidered, and  the  resolution  closing  debate  was 
laid  upon  the  table.  General  debate  upon  the  bill 
has,  therefore,  been  reopened  by  the  action  of  the 
House.  The  amendmenia  pending  are  to  the 
t^iird  section  of  the  bill,  and  with  reference  to  the 
last  proviso.  The  pending  propositions  are  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Letcher,]  and  ao  amendment  to  that 
aawDdmcnt,  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Kbre.I 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  sub- 
mit a  motion  that  the  committee  rise  and  report 
ue  bill  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation  (hat 
it  do  not  pass? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Ortgan  is  upon  the  floor,  and  no 
motion  can  be  submitted  while  he  is  upon  the 
floor. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  that  motion  could  be  made  and 
adopted,  I  would  yield  the  floor  most  eheerftilly. 
My  object  is  to  ask  the  committee,to  make  some 
diapoaitiott  of  this  bill.  We  have  Mfore  us  many 
important  territorial  bills  thai  deeply  interest  the 
people.  This  bill  has  been  discussed  for  two  days, 
when  there  is  no  prospect  of  its  ever  receiving  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  committee.  One 
week  has  been  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
territorial  business,  and  we  have  now  only  one 
day  of  that  week  left,  and  there  is  some  doubt 
whether  the  House  will  sit  to-morrow,  although 
I  hope  it  will.  If  further  time  is  spent  on  this  bul, 
it  must  be  apparent  to  everybody,  that  all  the 
other  territornu  business  must  lie  over  perhaps  to 
the  iMXt  Congress.  Is  there  any  prospect  that 
the  House  wul  give  us  another  week?  If  not, 
measures  which  are  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself 
must  be  postponed,  and  cannot  be  acted  on  during 
this  Coocress. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  report  the 
titles  of  the  bills  which  are  still  undisposed  of, 
and  which  have  not  yet  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  This  is  a  verr  important  bill, 
quite  as  much  so  as  any  bill  touching  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.  It  proposes  to  extend 
the  land  svstem  over  that  Territory. 

Mr.  LANE.  Two  days  have  been  already 
spent  upon  it,  and  I  would  like  to  know  by  what 
mode  or  reasoning  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  can 
undertake  to  say  that  this  bill  can  be  passed  in 
five,  ten,  or  fifteen  minutes,  as  I  know  gentlemen 
who  are  prepared  to  speak  upon  it  for  two  or 
three  hours.  If  we  continue  to  discuss  it,  this 
day  will  be  consumed,  and  the  bill  will  still  be 
Dndisposed  of. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Oeoreia  fMr.^STBPBEMt]  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  bni  are  very  important,  but  we  all 
know  that  there  is  a  general  disposition  in  the 
House  always  to  provide  for  the  Territories,  and 

S°ve  them  sufficient  time  here  in  which  to  have 
eir  business  transacted,  I  always  vote  to  Allow 
territorial  matters  suflicient  time;  and  if  this  day 
and  the  next  are  not  enough  to  legislate  intelli- 
gently upon  all  the  bills  which  are  neceaaary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Territories,  I  pledge  the  honor- 
able gentleman  that  I  shall  be  one  of  the  most 
active  in  efforts  to  give  them  another  week  if  ne- 
cessary. I  prefer  to  do  that  than  to  have  bills 
driven  through  in  hot  haste,  involring  as  import- 
ant principles  as  are  contained  in  some  of  these 
bins. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Steprbnb,]  that  there  are  principlesinrolved  in  this 
bill,  upon  which  a  great  deal  might  be  said  upon 
eidier  side;  and  we  ought  to  understand  what  we 
are  doing,  before  we  are  called  upon  to  vote.  I 
desire  to  state  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Oregon,  that  tkere  can  be  no  difltenlty  about  this 


matter  whatever;  and  that  I  am  ready  to  do  all 
in  my  power  towards  attending  to  the  business 
of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  under  many  obligations  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  every  gentleman 
who  has  been  willing  to  grant  sufficient  time  for 
the  consideration  of^terntorial  business.  The 
Territories  are  entirely  dependent  upon  Congress. 
They  have,  it  is  true,  the  privilege  of  sending  rep- 
resentatives here,  but  these  representatives  have 
not  the  privilege  of  voting.  It  has  always  been 
painful  to  me  to  consume  one  minute  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  and  I  would  be  glad  if  the  business 
relating  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon  oould  be  pre- 
sented upon  its  merits,  and  a  vote  taken  directly 
upon  it  without  the  necessity  of  any  explanation 
upon  my  part.  But  I  should  be  very  unwilling, 
and  should  feel  very  much  grieved,  if  the  neces- 
sary legislation  was  defeated  for  want  of  time  in 
which  to  consider  it.  If  the  House  will  say  that 
other  days  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  territorial  business,  Inen  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  against  whatever  course  the  committee  may 
pursue  in  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  understand  that  we 
are  to  continue  with  this  territorial  business  until 
it  is  entirely  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  order  of  the  House. 
The  order  of  the  House  appropriates  the  first 
week  of  the  month  of  May,  commencing  with  the 
first  Monday  of  the  month,  to  the  consideration 
of  territorial  business.  This  is  the  special  order 
on  the  Journal  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KERR.  There  can  be  more  time  assigned 
for  the  conclusion  of  this  business. 

Mr.  LANE.  But  is  there  any  certainty  that 
we  can  get  any  other  time  fbr  that  purpose  ?  If 
this  bill  be  laid  aside,  and  if  at  any  other  time 
leave  be  given  for  the  consideration  of  territorial 
business,  it  can  be  taken  up  first,  and  the  com- 
mittee can  now  act  upon  bills  which  may  meet 
their  approval,  consider  and  pass  them;  and  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  such  other  bills  as  may 
not  meet  their  approval.  I  hope  the  committee 
will  do  so. 

Mr.  KERR.  Will  thegentleman  from  Oregon 
yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  LANE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  be  very  sorry,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  present  here  even  the  appeanuice  of  de- 
siring to  obstruct  needful  legislation  in  regard  to 
the  Territories.  I ,  however,  am  in  favor  of  a  full 
and  free  discussion  of  the  important  questions 
presented  by  the  bill  now  before  the  committee.  I 
think  these  questions  very  grave  in  their  charac- 
ter. I  think  they  ought  toT>e  discussed^md  well 
considered  before  they  are  acted  upon.  But  then 
I  will  deal  frankly  in  what  I  have  to  say  in  refer- 
ence to  my  course  upon  these  questions.  Gentle- 
men insist  here  upon  having  time  set  apart  with  a 
viewoftransacttngmereterritorial business.  Now 
if  they  will  offer  territorial  business  of  a  purely 
local  character,  I  will  aid  them ;  but  if  it  be  any  part 
of  the  understanding  to  bring  up  these  ternlorial 
railroad  bills,  then  I  am  fbr  taking  any  legitimate 
course,  according  to  the  nsaf  es  of  Parliament,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  consideration. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  desire  to  say  to  my  fnend  from 
North  Carolina,  and  to  every  other  member  of 
the  committee,  that  we  ask  no  railroad  bill  for  the 
Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  KERR.  1  klfSw  that;  but  there  is  onefor 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

Mr.  LANE.  We  ask  for  nothing  but  that 
which  is  strictly  local,  and  which  relates  solely  to 
the  interests  of  the  people  there.  Nor  will  I  fhvor 
any  railroad  bill  for  any  Territory,  to  interfere 
with  the  legitimate  territorial  legislation. 

Mr.  KERR.  Then  I  will  just  ask  my  friend 
from  Oregon  to  apply  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is 
the  purpose  of  that  committee  to  give  us  a  Min- 
nesota railroad  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  state  to  the  gentleman 
fjrom  North  Carolina  that  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
tories  have  ho  such  bill  to  present. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  beg  pardon.  I  spokeinadvOT- 
untty;  I  meant  to  say  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lanas. 

Mr.  LANE.  Mr.  Chturman ,  I  am  very  willing 
to  give  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Land*  the  opportunity  of  answering  die  inquiry 


of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina;  and  I  yield 
the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

No  reply  was  made. 

Mr.  LANE.  1  will  only  say  to  the  committee 
now,  that  if  they  will  lay  aside  this  bill  that  has 
been  under  discussion,  and  take  up  bills  rela- 
tive to  Oreeon  euid  other  Territories,  which  are 
strictly  local;  and  if  the  committee  do  not  decide 
that  they  are  so  strictly  local  in  their  objects,  I, 
so  far  as  I  lun  concerned,  will  tuk  them  to  be  laid 
aside  and  not  acted  favorably  upon.  But,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  Iraiialation  upon  niiitters  of 
deep  interest  to  the  Territories,  I  will  ask  the 
committee  now — I  will  appeal  to  members  on  bs- 
half  of  the  people  whom  I  represent — to  lay  aside 
this  bill  and  take  up  the  Oregon  bills,  that  they 
may  be  considered  and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Chairman,  will  yoo 
have  the  Calendar  read,  and  let  us  see  what  Dills 
are  on  it  for  our  action  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  read  the  Calendar. 

The  list  of  bills  remaining  on  the  Calendar — 
numbering  some  nine  or  ten — was  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  state,  in 
reference  to  Senate  bill  (No,  220)  to  establish  the 
ofBoe  of  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  to  grant 
donations  to  actual  settlers  therein,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  already  acted  upon  a  House  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  saifie  object.  There  is  also  another 
bill,  which  was  informally  lafd  aside  yesterday. 
That  was  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the 
civil  officers  employed  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  while  under  military  government. 

Mr.  KERR.  These  are  all  the  bills  upon  the 
Calendar;  but,  as  I  understand  it,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  can  report  any  bill  they  please, 
at  any  time,  in  reference  to  territorial  business. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  .  I  wish  to  ask  of  the  Chair 
a  question,  in  order  to  bring  a  fact  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  The  question  is,  whether, 
if  we  lay  aside  this  bill,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any  member  of  this  committee  to  have  a  contest 
whenever  any  other  bill  comes  up  ?  For  instance, 
if  we  lay  aside  this  bill  and  take  up  the  next  one 
to  it,  and  dispose  of  it,  the  committee  can,  if  they 
desire,  resume  the  consideration  of  this  same  bill; 
and  hence  it  will  be  impossible  for  those  gentle- 
men who  want  to  get  in  railroad  bills,  to  get  them 
in  ahead  of  the  bills  which  are  upon  the  Calendar. 
I  desire  to  know  of  the  Chair  if^that  is  not  so? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Although  debate  is  not 
strictly  in  order,  the  Chair  will  state,  in  reply  to 
the  interrogatories  of  the  gentleman ,  with  the  per- 
mission of^the  committee,  that  if  this  bill  is  laid 
aside,  the  Chair  will  proceed  to  call  the  bills  upon 
the  Calendar  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand. 
If,  in  doing  so,  objection  is  made  to  the  consider- 
ation of  any  particular  bill,  it  will  be  for  the  com- 
mittee to  decide  the  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  A  short  time 
since  I  was  in  favor  of  postponmg  this  bill,  and  of 
laying  it  aside.  But  seeing  that  the  House  is  not 
proceeding  any  faster  under  that  motion  than  be- 
fore, I  change  my  opinion,  and  I  suppose  we  may 
as  wellact  upon  this  bill  now  as  at  any  other  time. 
And  if  we  desire  to  get  through  with  the  territorial 
business,  let  us  set  all  night,  and  to-morrow  night. 
That  is  the  way  to  accomplish  the  thing. 

Gentleman  say  there  are  important  principles 
involved  in  this  bill.    I  suppose  there  is  not  a 

C'  iciple  in  it  upon  which  the  mind  of  every  mem- 
is  not  already  made  up.  If  gentlemen  want 
to  speak,  let  them  speak,  and  let  us  set  them  out. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  The  matter  which  we  are 
now  engaged  upon  is  highly  important.  There 
are  other  matters  and  bills  which  are  no  less  so. 
This  bill  is  as  important  to  the  gentleman  from 
Utah,  as  the  others  are  to  those  who  represent  the 
other  Territories.  Why,  then,  lay  this  bill  aside, 
and  take  up  others,  for  no  other  reason  than  be- 
cause other  gentlemen  wish  to  press  their  imme- 
diate consideration  ?  My  suggestion  to  the*  com- 
mittee is  this:  that  if  we  are  not  prepared  to  act 
upon  this  bill  now,  we  riiould  continue  the  dis- 
cussion; but  if  we  are,' we  should  vote  upon  it 
without  further  delay.  But  it  is  worse  than  use- 
less to  lay  aside  one  bill  which  has  reference  to 
local  business,  without  definiU  action,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  others  Mrhich  have  no  prior  or 
superior  claim  to  our  present  consideration. 

The  time  already  occupied  in  discussing  the 
question  of  laying  aside  this  bill  without  any  de- 
cision of  the  eominitte»— 
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Here  Mr.  Waliet  gave  way  to  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon. 

Mr»  LANfi,  who  aaid:  I  will  Bay  to  thegentle- 
man  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Wallet,]  that  for  the 
purpose  of  ending  the  debate  upon  this  bill,  I  will 
withdraw  my  motion,  and  Bul>mitlhe  motion  that 
the  committee  riae,  for  the  purpose  of  terminating 
the  debate  upon  ii. 

Mr.  STEPH  ENS,  of  Georgia.  I  will  Buggeat 
to  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  that  that  will  pro*- 
tract  the  debate  longer.  If  anybody  wants  to 
discuss  the  bill  let  them;  and  I  assure  the  gentle- 
man that  one  or  two  hour  speeches  will  do  away 
with  these  five-minute  speechea. 

Mr.  LAN£.  Very  well,  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  Is  it  in  order 
to  move  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill 
to  the  House,  with  are  commendation  that  it  be 
rejected? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  will  move  that  it  be  laid 
aside,  and  be  reported  to  the  House  with  Jhat 
recommendation. 

Mr.  WHEELED.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  Keitt  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayea  eighty-four;  a  further  count  not  being  re- 
quired. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  b«  reported  to  the 
House. 

The  bill  of  the  House  No.  335,  entided  "  A 
bill  to  extend  the  right  of  preemption  over  un- 
surveyed  lands  in  Minnesota,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  next  taken  up  for  cooaideration,  and 
read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Bt  it  muted,  4'c.,  That  Iha  provlsiona  of  the  prejjmp- 
tioaactof  4th  September,  l&lt,  and  the  arta  amendatory 
Uierenf,  phall  be  extended  to  the  landa  Iq  Minnesota  Terri- 
tory, whether  aurveyed  or  not ;  but  in  all  caaea  where  pre- 
emption ia  claimed  on  onaarveyed  landa,  the  aettJer  ahall 
file  hia  declaratory  atatement  within  three  monlba  aAer  the 
aurvey  haa  been  made  and  returned,  and  make  proof  and 
paymem  berore  the  day  appointed  by  the  President'a  proc- 
lamation for  the  commencement  ol^  the  aale  of  the  landa^ 
incltidiDg  the  tract  claimed :  Procided,  Aotoever,  That  if, 
witen  aaid  landa  are  aurveyed,  it  ia  Ibuod  that  two  or  more 
permna  have  aetUed  npoa  the  same  quarter-aeelton,  each 
aiiall  be  permitted  to  enter  hia  impiovement,  aa  near  sa 
nay  lie,  by  legal  anbdivialona. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  should  like  to  inquire  why 
it  ia  proposed  to  extend  the  rights  of  preilmption 
to  the  unsurveyed  as  well  aa  the  surveyed  lands? 

Mr.  RICE.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  A  tract  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  acres 
was  purchased  by  the  Government;  a  survey  was 
authorized,  and  a  portion  of  the  lands  surveyed. 
The  preemption  laws  extend  to  the  surveyed 
lands,  but  settlements  have  been  made  upon  those 
unsurveyed;  and  the  object  is  to  prevent  apecu- 
latora  from  coming  in  and  depriving  the  honest 
settler  of  his  improvements.  They  pay  their 
|1  35  per  acre  as  soon  aa  the  land  is  offered  for 
sale. 

A  portion  of  the  lands  on  the  west  aide  of  the 
Mississippi  was  ordered  to  be  surveyed.  A  por- 
tion was  surveyed.  Citizens  went  there  and 
settled  on  the  land ;  but  some  of  the  surveys  proved 
to  be  incorrect,  and  they  were  recalled.  Now, 
under  the  preemption  laws,  those  who  settled  there 
prior  to  the  surveys  are  not  entitled  to  the  right 
of  preemption.  The  object  is  merely  to  extend 
the  preemption  rieht  to  the  first  settlers. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  the  bill  intended  to  be 
confined  to  the  erroneous  aurveya,  or  unlimited  ? 

Mr.  RICE.  It  ia  applicable  to  all  landa  not 
reserved  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  LETC  HER.  The  whole  territory  ia  to  be 
opened  to  preemption  ? 

Mr.  RICE.    Yes,  air. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  You  do  not  propose  to  ap- 
ply the  bill  to  the  erroneous  surveys? 

Mr.-RICE.  It  applies  to  all.  Settlers  in  Min- 
nesota think  that  it  is  very  hard  that  they  shall 
not  be  afforded  the  privilege  of  paying  $1  25  per 
aore  for  the  public  land,  without  unnecessary 
restrictions,  when  settlers  in  the  other  Territories 
have  granted  them  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each.  Minnesota  has  not  had  granted  her  one 
foot  of  land  for  any  purpose  whatever — for  inter- 
nal improvements,  schools,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. She  is  paying  thousands  of  dollars  (laily 
inip  your  Treasury.  All  we  want  is,  that  the 
Mitlars  who  hav*  gone  thers,  and  mad*  their  im- 


provements, ahall  be  protected  against  speculators. 
Such  is  the  object  of  the  bill.  The  right  asked 
has  been  exteniied  to  California,  and  to  Oregon, 
and  the  other  Territories. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do 

piMS. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar for  consideration  is  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed the  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota belonging  to  the  half-breeds,  or  mixed 
bloods  of  the  Dacotah,  or  Sioux  nation  of  Indians, 
and  for  other  puraoses. 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

The  first  section  was  then  read  for  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Mississippi.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, 1  desire  to  briefly  state  the  object  of  the  bill. 
It  will  be  observed  by  the  committee,  that  under  the 
treaty  ofPrairie  du  Chien,  of  the  15th  July,  1830, 
on  the  application  of  the  Sioux  tribes  or  bands  of 
Indians  to  the  Government,  a  certain  tract  of  coun- 
try, designated  aa  lying  at  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  on  Lake 
Pepin,  within  the  limits  of  Minnesota  Territory, 
embracing  in  length  about  (birty-two  miles,  and 
in  width  about  fifteen  miles,  should  be  set  apart 
for  the  half-breeds  of  iheir  tribe.  There  was  a 
further  provision,  that  they  should  hold  said  lands 
or  reservation  under  the  same  title  that  all  other 
Indian  lands  were  held.  There  was  still  another 
condition  in  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty,  which 
authorized  the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  at 
any  future  time,  to  set  apart  to  any  of  the  said 
half-breeds,  to  be  held  in  fee-simple,  a  section  of 
land,  but  no  more.  Under  the  provisions  of  that 
treaty,  the  half-breeds,  many  of  whom  are  en- 
lightened, some  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  some  in  farming,  liave  applied  repeatedly  to 
the  Government  to  have  the  provisions  of  that 
treaty  carried  into  effect.  Hitherto  nothing  has 
been  done  in  reference  to  it.  This  bill  contem- 
plates carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  BO  aa  to  aecure  to  the  half-breeds  the  inter- 
ests that  were  intended  to  be  secured  to  them 
under  the  treaty. 

The  first  provision  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, authorizes  scrip  to  be  iasued  to  the  half- 
breeds  who  were  entitled  to  it  under  the  treaty  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  of  July  ISth,  1830,  upon  condi- 
tion that  they  make  a  relinquishment  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  under  such  form  as 
may  be  prescribed,  of  all  the  interest  they  possess 
in  that  reservation.  It  will  also  be  observed  by 
the  committee,  that  there  ia  no  power  under  the 
bill  to  dispose  of  that  scrip.  The  object  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in  reference  to  that, 
was  to  prevent  the  half-breeds  from  beinc  imposed 
upon  in  the  disposition  of  their  land.  The  com- 
mittee was  fully  aware,  that  the  moment  the 
patent  issues,  the  power  of  disposal  attaches.  The 
bill  also  secures  to  the  half-breeds  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. This  we  thought  proper,  in  order  to 
aecure  the  interests  that  were  intended  to  be  con- 
ferretl  on  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sioux  tribe  of  In- 
dians. 

The  other  two  provisions  of  the  bill  are  short 
and  simple,  providing  for  the  survey  of  the  land 
within  the  limits  of  the  reservation,  and  the  taking 
of  the  census. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  say  this  much  in 
reference  to  the  bill.  Let  me  say  further,  that 
this  reservation  embraces  within  its  limits  some 
of  the  most  fertile  lands  in  Kic  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota, stretching  to  the  head  waters  of  navigation 
upon  the  Mississippi  river,  so  as  utterly  topreclude 
any  communication  by  the  inhabitants  of  Minne- 
sota with  the  Mississippi  river;  for  every  member 
of  the  committee  well  understands  the  fact  that  un- 
der our  laws  and  regulations  concerning  the  Indian 
tribes,  that  no  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
authorized  to  pass  within  the  limits  of  their  terri- 
tory without  authority  from  the  Government. 
Not  only  so,  but  they  have  no  authority  even  to 
clear  a  road.  They  have  no  authority  within  the 
limits  of  that  Territory  to  build  a  school  house  or 
erect  a  church.  Hence  this  bill  is  not  only  im- 
portant to  the  interests  of  the  half-breeds  of  the 
Sioux  tribe  of  Indians,  but  it  is  of  tenfold  greater 
interest  to  every  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota. I  believe  that  the*  bill,  as  fi-amed,  will 
meet  the  objecti  contemplated.  Some  gentlemen 
might  be  disposed  to  think  that  the  objects  of  the 
treaty  could  o«  carried  into  affect  wiifaiout  leigiala- 


tion;  but  this, in  my  opinion , cannot  be  done.  As 
late  as  1852,  a  treaty  was  sent  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  proposing  to  dispose  of  tbia 
tract  or  reservation  of  land  for  the  sum  of  (^150,000; 
but  that  body  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty,  and 
upon  proper  principles. 

The  half-breeds  are  nota  tribe  of  Indians  in  the 
sense  in  which  we  use  the  term  "  Indian  tribes,'' 
and  hence  there  was  no  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  them.  Nor  can 
we  reach  the  object  desired  by  treating  with  the 
Sioux  band  of  Indians,  for  the  very  reason  that 
they  have  parted  with  the  interest  they  possessed 
within  that  reservation.    It  ia  then  perfectly  ap- 

Sarent  that  the  objecta  we  have  in  view  can  only 
e  attaine4  by  the  legislation  of  Congresa;  and  I 
think  that  such  objects  can  be  attained  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  I 
nope  that  it  may  receive  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  committee,  and  that  they  will  report  it 
to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  It 
paas.  A  friend  near  roe  has  suggeeted  that  perbapi 
1  ought  to  state  the  quantum  of  land  for  which  pro- 
viaion  is  made  in  this  bill.  It  is  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  acres.  I  will  state  that 
the  bill  makes  provision  for  such  half-breeds  as  do 
not  reside  in  aaid  reservation,  but  have  moved 
beyond  its  limits,  and  who  under  the  treaty  were 
entitled  to  participate  in  its  benefiu,  and  that  a 
census  shall  be  taken  so  as  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  ascertain  who  are  and  who  lure  not  enti- 
tled to  its  benefits.  Let  me  say  here,  in  addition 
to  what  I  have  already  suited,  according  to  the 
best  information  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  that  there  are  about  two 
hundred  half-breeds  who  are  entitled  to  receive 
the  benefits  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  like  to  make  an 'in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  Very  likely  he  may  have 
explained  the  matter  sufficiently,  but  I  was  en- 
deavoring to  learn  from  the  bill  what  I  desired  to 
know,  and  did  not  hear  all  his  remarks.  The  bill 
aeema  to  be,  from  a  hasty  reading  of  it,  imper- 
fect. It  authorizes  the  President  to  exchange  cer- 
tain things;  and  1  wish  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi would  inform  us, as  the  bill,  I  think, doc* 
not,  what  it  ia  to  be  exchanged,  and  for  what  the 
exchange  is  to  be  made.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
languase  of  the  bill  is  not  very  dear  and  explicit 
upon  this  point. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  regret  very  much  that  mjr 
friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Haven]  has  not 
been  enabled  to  discover  what  the  exchange  ia  to 
be.  Moat  assuredly  he  has  not  read  the  bill,  or 
else  his  optics  would  have  been  keen  enough  to 
discover  that  it  was  an  exchange  of  the  half-breed 
reservation  for  scrip.  But  let  me  explain  the 
matter,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  Why  is  an  exchange  of  land 
made  for  scrip?  For  the  reason  that  you  can 
only  obtain  the  objects  contemplaied  in  the  treaty 
by  such  a  provision.  They  are  those  who  have 
moved  beyond  the  limits  of  Minnesota,  who 
occupy  their  farms,  who  are  cultivating  them,  and 
are  not  reaidenls  within  the  limits  of  Minnesota 
Territory,  The  objetu  of  this  bill  is  to  give  these 
half-breeds  scrip,  so  that  they  can  avail  themaelvee 
of  the  benefits  of  their  own  labor  by  securing  the 
lands  upon  which  they  have  settled.  Nor  doea 
this  ulumate  in  injury  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  reason  that,  under  tne  pro\ietons  of  this  treaty, 
as  will  be  observed,  none*will  receive  scrip  who 
are  not  entitled. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  would  say,  that  this  will 
open  up  the  reservation  for  settlement  by  white 
citizens  within  its  limits.  And,  for  the  inform- 
ation of  the  committee,  I  will  say,  that  it  is  only 
the  most  civilized  of  the  half-breeds  who  have 
remained  there.  Those  who  have  preferred  un- 
civilized life  and  Indian  habits  have  gone  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  reservation.  Theyare,howevar, 
entitled  to  the  benefits  secured,  or  intended  to  be 
Hence  the  provision  in  the  bill  authorizing  them 
secured  to  them  under  the  treaty  of  iVoirteiiti  Chitn. 
to  receive  scrip.  But  in  order  to  induce  them  t9 
take  core  of  their  rights,  the  bill  provides  that 
they  cannot  dispose  of  their  scrip  until  they  have 
located  it;  and,  as  I  stated  before,  when  the  patent 
is  issued  to  them,  then  they  shall  have  the  power 
of  disposing  of  their  land,  and  of  receiving  the 
benefits  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  this  ia  a  block  of  land  on  the  MissiBsippi 
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liTcr,  containing  some  three  hundred  and  eiehtv 
thousand  acres.  That  land  cannot  be  approacbeo, 
ori  at  any  rate,  it  cannot  be  crossed  by  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  It  is  important  that 
it  should  be  brought  into  market.  It  is  important 
that  it  should  be  opened  for  transit,  opened  for 
ways,  or  highways, or  railroads.  It  is  important 
thai  it  should  be  opened  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
munication between  ilie  country  beyond  and  the 
Mississippi  river.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  an 
object  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  attained. 
The  Indians,  or  the  half-breeds,  bold  this  land  in 
community;  it  is  in  the  one  block;  and  this  bill, 
as  I  understand  it,  provides  that  they  shall  give 
up  their  interest  in  this  land  fbr  scrip — the  scrip 
corresponding  with  the  number  of  acres  to  which 
they  may  be  respectively  entitled.  If  they  have 
their  scrip,  they  may  locate  their  lands  where 
they  choose.  They  may  locate  it  in  this  territory, 
or  anywhere  else  upon  the  surveyed  or  uiisur- 
veyed  lands  of  the  United  States.  It  thus  ex- 
changes land  for  land — this  land  for  other.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  will  be  to  (be  advantage  of 
the  Indians.  The  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  to  open 
up  this  territory,  which  lies  in  the  way  of  all  im- 
provement, to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
And  this  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  people 
of  the  Territories,  and  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  country.  I  see  no  objection  that  there  ceui  be 
against  this  bill. 

There  being  no  proposition  to  amend, 

Mr.  WASH  BURN  li,  of  lUinou,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  aside  and  reported  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  will  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported,  unless  amendments  be  proposed 
to  it. 

Mr.  HENN.  Before  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  1 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Wrioht]  to  that  portion  of  the 
bill  embraced  within  the  twentieth  to  the  twentj^- 
eighth  lines,  to  see  if  there  is  not  a  contradiction  or 
inconsistency  of  terms  there. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  That  section  baa  been 
perfected,  and  no  amendment  is  in  order, 

Mr.  HENN.  I  do  notproposeany  amendment. 
I  merely  wish  to  ask  the  member  from  Mississippi 
if  there  is  not  a  contradiction  io  terms  from  the 
twentieth  to  the  twenty-eighth  line. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  do  not  know  whether 
even  that  is  in  order  or  not. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  An  amendment  ia  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  have  made  the  soggeation  be- 
cause I  dislike  tn  see  a  bill  which  has  no  sense  in 
it  pass  through  this  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  read  that 
portion  of  the  bill  which  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
has  referred  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

— •'  wlitch  Mid  cerriBcstn  or  Mrip  may  be  looted  apnn 
any  of  the  land«  wiiMn  nid  re«rv«tlon  not  now  oceapled 
bawraal  and  bona  fide  Miller*  uf  the  half  breeds  nr  miied 
Mooda,  or  aneh  Mber  perMn*  H  have  (one  into  Mid  Terri- 
tory by  authofity  of  law,  oc  span  any  other  anoecnpied 
land!  •uljecl  tn  preemption  or  private  Mie,  or  upon  any 
other  amarveyed  Isnda,  nni  reMrved  by  Oovemment,  upon 
whicli  Ibey  bave  rcapecUvely  made  improvemenu." 

Mr.  HENN.  I  understand  that  the  provision 
was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  those  half-breed 
Indians  who  have  gone  out  of  this  reserve.  In  my 
opinion,  the  last  line  which  was  read  cuts  them  off 
from  locating  upon  their  own  improvements. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Mississippi.  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  that,  under  the  common 
preemption  law,  the  right  attaches. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

The  next  bill  in  order  upon  the  Calendar  which 
came  up  for  consideration  was  House  bill  (No. 
119)  to  provide  for  the  continuation  of  the  mili- 
tary road  from  Myrtle  creek  to  Scotubarg,  in 
OrMon. 

The  bill  was  read  in  ecfenw,  and  no  amendment 
being  offered  thereto,  it  was  laid  aside,  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

The  next  bill  upon  the  Calendar  which  came  up 
for  consideration  in  order,  was  House  bill  (No. 
339)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  settle 
and  adjust  the  axpenses  of  the  ftogue  River  In- 
dian war. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extetuo. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  first  section. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
duty  devolves  upon  me,  I  imagine,  to  give  an  ex- 
phinalion  of  the  object  of  this  bill,  aatfof  the  cir- 


cumstances which  nuUce  its  passage  necessary.  If 
1  knew  that  it  would  pass  without  anything  being 
said  by  me,  I  would  say  nothing;  and  it  would* 
sralify  me  very  much.  But,  for  fear  that  it  might 
flot  be  so,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  brief  statement. 

In  the  Rouge  river  valley  there  are  two  great 
tribes  of  Indians,  the  Umpquas  and  Shastas,  all 
knownastheRogueRiverlndians.  Theae  Indians, 
for  the  last  twelve  months,  have  been  preparing  for 
war.  They  were  enabled  to  provide  tnemse!ves 
with  the  implements  of  war,  and  with  everything 
necessary  to  commence  a  deadly  hostility,  and  to 
make  every  arrangement  necessary  for  carrying 
out  their  purpose,  by  means  of  appearing  friendly 
to  the  whites, in  hunting  for  them,  and  selling  the 
proceeds  of  the  chase  for  guns,  powder,  balls,  &c. 
In  that  vicinity  there  are  rich  mines,  and  many 
American  citizens  had  rushed  in  therefor  the  pur- 
pose of  diggine  for  gold.  Many  persons  from  the 
States  who  had  no  intention  of  becoming  citizens 
of  that  Territory,  and  who  did  not  become  citi- 
zens, went  there  in  search  of  gold.  It  is  the  habit 
of  miners,  and  it  is  the  habit  of  American  citizens 
who'  are  in  search  of  gold,  to  take  with  them  a 
rifle  and  other  weapons  which  they  regard  as  ne- 
cessary for  their  personal  safety  and  protection. 

The  Indiana  in  that  valley,  who  are  a  superior 
race,  remarkable  for  their  intelligence,  availed 
themselves  of  the  great  number  of  miners,  who 
purchased  of  them  uie  game  that  they  could  kill, 
and  which  waa  very  plenty  in  that  portion  of 
Orqgon,  to  realize  a  eoniiderable  sum  of  money, 
Which  they  took  care  to  invest  in  rifles,  pistols, 
powder,  lead,  and  pereosaion  caps,  and  everything 
else  necesaary  to  commence  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion; in  thia  way  all  they  had  received  in  twelve 
months  past  had  been  invested  At  that  time  the 
white  people  in  the  vicinity,  among  whom  were 
many  families,  believed  they  were  as  safe  as  the 
people  of  the  city  of  Waabington  now  consider 
themselves.  The  massacre  commenced  the  first 
day  by  a  scattering  band  of  Indians;  and  Ed- 
wards, Wills,  and  Nolen,  all  of  them  American 
citizena,  ware  massacred.  Only  these  three  were 
murdared  the  first  day .  Thia  was,  however,  only 
a  beginning  of  the  execution  of  a  scheme  which 
had  Deen  matured  for  sweeping  off  every  white 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  that  country.  This 
tribe  had  formed  an  alliance  with  other  tribes. 
The  Klamath  Indiana,  numbering  some  five  hun- 
dred warriors,  within  seventy-five  miles,  and 
TiasoeTyee's  band,  within  twenty-five  miles,  had 
agreed  to  Join  them  in  the  massacre;  and,  aa  aoon 
as  the  war  commenced,  they  were  all  to  rush  in, 
and  aweep  from  the  face  of  the  earth  every  man, 
woman,  and  child.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  their 
designs  would  have  been  accomplished,  but  for 
the  prompt  and  efficient  aid  of  Captain  Alden, 
who  is  now  in  this  city,  crippled  for  life,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  wound  he  received  in  that  war.  I 
say  that  but  for  his  aid  they  would  havs  been 
swept  from  the  country,  every  man,  woman,  and 
chiM.  The  Indiana  were  well  armed;  and  it  is  a 
feet,  strange  aa  it  may  seem,  that  the  white  people 
were  mostly  without  arms.  They  bad  no  appre- 
hensions from  these  Indians.  They  had  lived 
with  them  for  many  montha  in  peace.  They  had 
sold  their  arms  to  the  Indians,  and  believed  them 
to  be  perfectly  harmless  in  their  intentions. 

When  the  massacre  commenced  Captain  Alden 
was  one  hundred  miles  off.  The  inleAigence  was 
received,  and  he,  with  a  company  often  men,  hia 
whole  available  force,  immediately  atarted  in  the 
night,  and  rushed  to  the  reacue.  Xhey  succeeded 
in  checking  the  Indians  for  the  time  being.  In 
the  mean  time  two  companies  of  Californiana, 
under  Caplaina  Qoodall  and  Rhodea,  turned  out 
and  joined  Captain  Alden.  All  the  paople,  or 
nearly  all  in  Rogue  river  valley,  capable  of  bear- 
ing anna,  were  organized  into  companies,  two 
under  Captains  Miller  and  Lamerick  for  active 
aerviee,andoneunderCaptain  Fowler,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  town  of  Jacksonville.  The  two 
coropaniea  under  Captains  Miller  and  Lamerick, 
were  organized  into  a  battalion,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Ross.  I  take  occasion 
here  to  say  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
to  Captain  Alden  for  his  prompt  organization  of 
these  troops,  or  to  the  troops  themaelvea  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct. 

Soon  after  the  battle  with  the  Indians,  Captain 
Nesmith,  who  had  been  ordered  out  by  the  gov- 
ernor, joined  ma  with  a  lorga  company  of  toIub- 


teers;  also.  Captain  Smith,  with  a  company  of 
United  Stales  dragoons;  Captains  Martin,  Apple- 
gale,  and  Terry,  each  with  a  small  company, 
promptly  repaired  to  the  theater  of  hostilities.  To 
all  theae  ofncers,  and  the  men  under  their  com- 
mand, I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  great  praise 
is  due  for  their  gallant  and  soldier-likehearing.  I 
also  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I  am  indebted  to 
Major  Alvord,  of  the  United  Slates  Army,  for 
much  valuable  assistance  in  negotiating  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians, as  well  as  SuperintendentPalmer. 
Mr.  Culver,  Indian  agent,  threw  down  the  shovel, 
the  pick,  and  other  mining  implements,  and  rushed 
to  the  rescue.  By  this  timely  movement  the 
progress, of  the  massacre  was  checked,  and  but 
for  It  every  white  inhabitant  of  that  country  must 
have  been  stricken  down.  He  divided  his  forces 
at  night,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  coming 
upon  the  settlements,  and  in  that  way  managed 
to  hold  them  in  check.  Many  skirmishes,  how- 
ever, ensued,  and  John  R.  Hardin,  Dr.  Rose, and 
others,  were  killed.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th 
of  August,  I  received  notice  at  my  residence, 
which  IS  one  hundred  miles  north  <a  that  point. 
that  the  Indians  had  commenced  a  general  slangb- 
ter  of  the  white  people  of  that  country.  This  m- 
lelligence  was  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Eilingerand 
Mr.  Nichol,  who  had  ridden  the  whole  distanca 
in  a  day  and  night.  In  a  few  minutes  afker  its  ar- 
rival, I  was  on  the  road  to  the  Rocue  River  valley. 
I  mention  these  facts  to  show  the  committee  my 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  there.  It  isnecea- 
aary  that  I  should  allude  to  them. 

On  the  15th  day  of  August,  Captain  Armstrong, 
a  valued  and  respected  citizen  of  Oregon,  passM 
my  house  on  his  wity  to  California,  through  the 
Rogue  River  valley.  Then  the  rumor  was  indefinite 
— that  there  was  trouble  in  that  quarter — but  we 
did  not  know  to  whal  extent.  It  had  been  my  lot 
to  have  been  thrown  into  the  company  of  Captain 
Armstrong  in  1851,  during  a  war  with  the  same 
Indiana.  Ifound  him  a  gallantand  valuable  gentle- 
man. I  mentioned  that  I  was  unwilling  to  see  him 
go  in  the  direction  in  which  he  was  going  without 
a  rifle.  He  had  none  with  him.  "What,"  he  repli- 
ed, "  was  the  matter?"  I  told  him  the  rumor  had 
reached  us  that  there  was  trouble  of  some  kinS 
in  the  valley;  that  his  life  waa  too  valuable  to  be 
incautioBsIy  trusted  there;  and  that  he  had  better 
take  myVine.  He  did  so.  In  the  course  of  that 
night  he  met  the  express  going  for  me,  and  waited 
until  I  overtook  him,  when  we  traveled  together. 
We  (urived  in  Rogue  River  valley  I9ih  of  August. 
We  found  Captain  Alden,  with  his  usual  gallantry 
and  efficiency,  in  command,  and  affording  protec- 
tion to  our  citizens.  His  force,  in  my  judgment, 
was  sufficient  to  make  a  movement  against  the 
enemy,  which  he  had  already  contemplated.  A 
few  days  berore,a  portion  of  his  command  under 
Lieutenant  Ely  had  been  sent  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance.  He  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  and  nearly 
half  his  command  were  killed.  The  other  half 
would  have  shared  the  same  fate  but  for  the  timely 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement.  Although  1  came  aj> 
a  volunteer.  Captain  Alden  insisted  that  I  should 
take  the  command  of  the  troops.  At  his  urgent 
request  I  did  so.  Sunday  aflemoon  order  waa 
given  to  be  ready  to  move  on  Monday  morning  at 
four  o'clock.  At  the  appointed  time  every  fool  was 
in  thestirrup.  Wednesday  morning  we  overtook 
the  Indians,  and  brought  them  to  battle.  Captain 
Alden  was  shot  down.  Captain  Armstrong  re- 
ceived a  shot  at  about  the  same  moment,  and  just 
had  lime  to  say  that  they  had  given  him  a  dead 
center  shot.  The  conflict  lead  to  a  peace.  Not- 
withstanding the  screams,  yells, and  war-whoopa 
of  the  Indians  for  four  hours,  and  notwithstand- 
ing we  had  failed  to  dislodge  them,  they  agreed 
to  make  peace.  They  aaked  for  peace.  They 
wanted  to  know  wha  commanded  the  troops.  I 
heard  them.  1  know  their  language  well,  having 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  them,  and  knew  most 
of  them  personally.  They  called  out  for  me  to 
come  in,  as  they  wanted  a  talk.  They  were  tired 
of  fighting,  and  desired  peace.  Well,  I  had  been 
a  little  hurt  myself,  and  I  said  to  them  and  to  the 
command  that  I  would  rather  fight  forty  battles 
than  talk  about  one  peace.  But  after  a  good  deal 
of  time  had  been  lost,  and  after  ^ereat  deal  of  per- 
suasion, I  went  among  them.  The  preliminaries 
of  a  peace  were  made  on  the  battle-ground.  We 
camped  on  the  battle-ground  for  two  nights.  The 
Indians  were  so  well  satisfied  that  there  would  be 
a  peace  that  they  asaiatad  in  lemovinc  our  wounded 
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men  on  litters  acroes  the  country,  which,  by  the 
by,  is  the  worst  country  I  ever  traveled  over. 
Well,  a  peace  was  made,  and  it  has  been  maintained 
until  this  time,  and  I  think  it  always  will  be  main- 
tained, for  the  Government  has  purchased  their 
lands.  A  treaty  was  made  with  them  directly 
after  the  war  for  their  territory,  and  that  treaty 
has  been  ratified. 

1  have  given  this  history  of  the  war  from  its 
commencement  to  its  termmation,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  the  committee  that  the  volunteers 
who  turned  out  on  that  occasion  ought  to  be  paid 
for  their  services.  I  ask  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  may  be  authorized  to  pay  them.  Many 
lost  their  lives.  The  Indians  killed  nearly  as 
many  of  us  as  we  killed  of  them.  We  only  ask 
that  those  volunteers  who  turned  out  and  assisted 
in  putting  down  an  Indian  war  that  would  other- 
jsise  have  lasted  for  years,  and  cost  the  Govern- 
ment millions  of  dollars,  and  hundreds  of  liven — 
and,  as  it  was,  did  cost  us  the  lives  of  many  val- 
uable citizens — may  be  paid  for  their  services. 
The  troops  were  disbanded  as  soon  as  it  was 
thought  safe  to  do  so.  I  kept  them  with  me  but 
a  few  days  after  the  peace  was  made,  and  re- 
mained near  the  Indians  for  several  weeks  myself 
for  two  reasons;  one  was,  that  I  was  not  very 
well  able  to  get  away  from  them,  and  the  other 
was,  that  I  knew  that  by  remaining  there  until 
the  hot  blood  had  somewhat  cooled,  1  could  pre- 
vent a  renewal  of  hostilities  between  the  Indiana 
and  the  whites.  We  only  ask  that  the  volunteers 
shall,  be  paid  for  the  time  which  they  actueilly 
served,  and  the  necessary  expenses  of  subsistence, 
ammunition,  forage,  and  so  forth.  The  accounts 
were  all  carefully  kept.  Captain  Alden  had  ap- 
pointed quartermasters  and  commissaries,  and  the 
accounts  were  as  accurate  and  correct  as  I  have 
ever  seen  them  in  the  Army.  I  hope  this  explan- 
ation will  satisfy  the  committee  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  a  question. 
Will  the  gentleman  state  about  how  much  the  ex- 
penditures will  amount  to.' 

Mr.  LANE.  My  opinion  is  that  they  will 
amount  to  about  $150,000;  perhaps  a  little  over  or 
a  little  under.     I  cannot,  however,  say  exactly. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  The  language  of  the  bill 
is  rather  wide.  It  provides  for  appropriatingmoney 
for  the  expenditures  for  aTl  necessary  and  proper 
supplies.  Now,  would  it  not  be  well  enough  to 
have  some  limitation  as  to  the  full  amount? 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  very  willing  to  say  that  it 
shall  not  exceed  $175,000,  if  the  committee  desire 
that  there  shall  be  a  restriction.  But  I  have  con- 
6dence  in  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  have  confi- 
dence in  his  ability,  integrity,  and  honesty,  and 
in  his  capacity  to  judge  from  the  papers  what 
allowances  are  reasonable.  He  will  allow  notiiing 
wrong,  and  we  ask  nothing  but  what  is  right. 
Let  me  say  here  that,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I 
settled  my  accounts  on  the  spot.  I  went  out  as  a 
Tolunteer,  but  I  received  while  there  a  commis- 
sion as  brigadier  general  from  the  acting  Governor 
of  the  Territory.  As  soon  as  I  could  ride  down 
from  the  portion  of  the  country  where  the  war 
took  place,  I  returned  the  commission  with  a  note 
on  it  that  I  charged  nothing  for  my  services;  that 
1  would  not  receive  anything  for  them  then,  or  at 
any  future  time,  nor  will  I. 

But  that  was  not  the  case  with  others.  Many 
persons  left  their  business  and  hurried  to  the  res- 
cue of  the  people  there,  when  the  Indians  were 
about  to  tomahawk  men,  women,  and  children; 
and  this  would  have  been  done,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  noble  conduct  of  Captain  Alden  and  those 
brave  men  who  volunteered  in  their  defense.  All 
I  ask  is  that  these  men  shall  be  paid,  and  that  the 
actual  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  war  shall 
also  be  paid.  I  hope  no  further  explanations  will 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  COBB.  It  might  be  well  for  me  to  take 
the  advice  of  my  sage  colleague  from  the  Mobile 
district,  [Mr.  Phillips,]  andpreserve  silence. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order.  He  can  only  proceed  in  the  discussion  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB,  fani  afraid  the  Chair  is  about  to 
interrupt  me.  [Laughter.)  I  hope  the  committee 
will  give  me  three  minutes'  to  reply  to  my  col- 


eague. 
fCriesof  "Goon!"    "Goon!"] 
My  reply,  a     '"^ 


,  as  the  committee  has  given  me  the 


privilege,  shall  be  directly  to  the  remark  that  fell 
ffom  my  honorable  colleague 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
necessity  of  calling  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
to  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  Will  not  the  committee  give  me  a 
few  minutes  for  an  explanation.' 

[Cries  of  "Goon!"    "Goon!"] 

I  Mrill   occupy  but  five   minutes     time.     My 

worthy  colleague  intimated  to  me  this  morning — 

in  fact,  advised  me  sagely — that  silence  mightte- 

come  me,  his  worthy  colleague.     [Laughter.] 

I      The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  is  not  in 

1  order  in  referring  to  his  colleague. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  by 
way  of  explanation. 

Mr.  COBB.  Perhaps  the  explanation  may 
prove  satisfactory,  and  then  there  will  be  no  occa- 
sion for  my  making  any  remarks. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.     I  understood  the  gentleman 

in  his  printed  remarks  on  yesterday  to  say  that  I 

had  backed  out  from  the  position  I  set  out  with 

in  the  discussion  of  this  bill.  I  said,  this  morning, 

in  reply  to  that  remark,  that  I  had  not  thought  it 

necessary  to  obtrude  myself  frequently  during  the 

debate  to  answer  every  one  who  chose  to  maKe  a 

remark  upon  the  other  side  of  this  question,  and 

^  that  I  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  occupy  the  time 

of  this  House  for  the  mere  purpose  of  speaking, 

i  when  I  had  nothing  really  to  say   which  could 

I  throw  additional  light  upon  the  subject;  and  that, 

under  those  circumstances,  silence  appeared  to  me 

I  the  most  becoming,  which  was  the  course  1  would 

recommend  my  colleague  to  take. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  explanation  is  worse  than 
the  original  remark.  I  desire  to  make  only  a  brief 
explanation,  and  then  I  shall  be  done.  1  should 
not  reply  to  the  remark  of  my  colleague,  were  it 
not  made  a  matter  of  record,  which  will  go  to  the 
country,  and  from  which  they  will  infer  that,  in 
all  probability,  I  obtruded  myself  upon  the  time 
of  this  House  unnecessarily,  and  made  speeches 
such  as  ought  not  to  be  made  here.  1  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen if  they  have  ever  known  me  to  occupy  the 
floor  unless  I  had  been  discussing  questions  di- 
rectly connected  with  the  duties  assigned  me  as  a 
member  of  an  important  committee,  or  such  as  are 
directly  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  people 
I  represent.  I  ask  members  of  this  House  to 
respond.  If  there  be  a  gentleman  here  who  thinks 
I  have  occupied  the  floor  unnecessarily,  let  him 
now  rise  and  say  so. 

No  one  rises.  [Laughter.]  There  is  one  thing, 
sir,  which  1  desire  to  say,  and  it  is  this,  that  while 
thegentleman — my  honorablecoUeague — can,  in  all 
probability,  presen  t  to  the  country  forty-two  pages 
of  speeches,  delivered  by  him  during  this  Con- 
gress, the  humble  person  that  addresses  you,  if 
he  could  pile  up  every  word  that  he  has  uttered, 
it  would  not  fill  more  than  four  pages.  Howoflen, 
I  ask,  have  I  been  on  the  floor  speaking  on  ques- 
tions that  were  not  absolutely  before  the  House? 
And  if  I  have  at  any  time  advocated  ii  measure 
here,  1  had  confidence  in  it;  and  I  know  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  in  almost  every  instance,  have 
sustained  the  position  that  I  assumed. 

That  is  a  consolation  to  me.  And  let  my  con- 
stituency know  it  by  the  same  record  through 
which  they  will  read  the  advice  which  my  col- 
league chose  to  give  me  to  keep  silence.  Let 
them  know  that  I  have  not  spoken  at  any  time 
unnecessarily  on  this  floor.  Let  them  take  the 
record.  Let  them  take  what  I  have  said,  and  pile 
it  all  together.  And  then  let  them  take  the  forty- 
two  pages  of  speeches  which  my  colleague  has 
made  to  this  House,  and  let  them  see  whether  or 
not  his  speeches  have  been  upon  questions  before  , 
this  House,  and  whether  or  not  1  have  spoken  on 
questions  directly  before  this  House  or  not.  1 
will  say,  moreover,  sir,  that  I  was  inseparably 
connected  with  the  matters  in  the  discussion  of 
which  I  participated.  The  bills  or  reports  on 
which  I  spoke  had  originated  in  the  committee  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  bean  humble  member. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COBB.  One  minute  yet,  Mr.  Chairman. 
When  you  take  the  laughing  matter  out  1  will  have 
still  some  of  my  five  minutes  left. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman 's  time  has 
expired. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  bill  will  be  laid  aside  i 
to  be  reported  to  the  House,  unless  objection  be  i 
made.  | 


There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  accord' 
inly  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  bill  on  the Cal 
endar  is  bill  No.  340,  being  a  bill  to  provide  foi 
the  construction  of  a  military  road  in  the  Terri' 
tory  of  Utah. 

The  bill  was  reported  in  eztenti)  by  the  Clerk. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  bill  is  subject  u 
amendments.  If  no  amendment  be  proposed,  thi 
bill  will  be  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  Hoose. 

The  bill  was  so  laid  aside  to  be  reported . 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  next  bill  on  theCal- 
endar  is  bill  No.  341,  being  a  bill  to  refund  to  ihi 
Territory  of  Utah  the  expenses  incurred  by 
Territory  in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities. 
Clerk  will  report  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  in  extmao  by  the  Clerk ;  am 
there  being  no  amendment  proposed  to  it,  it  wi 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  tne  House. 

Mr.  HENN.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  next  biU* 
the  Calendar  is  Senate  bill 

The  CHAIRMAN,  (interrupting.)  The  Ch«u 
was  about  to  announce,  what  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  was  about  to  slate,  that  thi 
committee  have  already  reported  a  bill  embnuang 
the  subject-matter  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HENN.     I  propose  that  we  shall   repoi 
the  House  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  Senate  bill. 
The  Senate  bill  is  exactly  as  the  House  bill  « 
before  it  was  amended. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Senate  bill  is  an  i 
to  establish  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  Ni 
Mexico,  to  grant  donations  to  actual  settlt^ 
therein,  and  K>r  other  purposes.  The  gentlsmaa 
from  Iowa,  if  I  understana  him,  submits  a  rootioo 
to  amend  the  Senate  bill  by  striking  out  all  aAer 
the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting  in  lieuther 
that  which  the  committee  have  recommended  ^^ 
the  House  when  it  had  under  consideration  a  biB 
of  a  similar  kind. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    There  is  a  bill  reported  fi 
the  committee  with  an  amendment.    I  suppow 
the  one  to  be  substituted  is  the  one  which 
have  acted  upon. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Thegentleman  from  lovi 
proposes  an  amendment  similar  to  that  which  thi 
committee  have  adopted.     The  Committee  of  ihi 
Whole  had  under  consideration  a  bill  to  establish 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico, 
granting  donations  to  actual  settlers,  and  forothi 
purposes.    The  committee,  in  consideniing 
bill,  adopted  amendments  to  it,  and  recommend 
that  the  bill  be  adopted  by  the  House.     The  _ 
tieman   proposes  to   amend   the  Senate    bilTb^ 
striking  out  all   after  the   enacting   clause, 
inserting  that  which  the  Committee  of  the  Wbol 
have  adopted. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    With  the  amendment  .> 

The  CHAIRMAN.     With  the  amendraenU 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  beinz  offered  to  th* 
it  was  laid  aside  to  be  reporteu  to  the  H 

The  next  bill  which  came  up  for  considi 
in  order  upon  the  Calendar  was  House   bill 
332)  to  enable  the  people  of  Oregon  Terrii 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 

The  bill  was  read  in  txtmso  by  the  Clerk.! 

The  first  and  second  sections  were  repoi 
passed  by  without  amendment. 

The  third  section  was  then  reported. 

Mr.  SEWARD.   1  move  lo  amend  lliat  a 
in   the  fifth  line,  by  inserting    after   the 
"  United  States"  the  following: 
— except  the  cigblh  B«clion  of  the  act  known  mm 
souri  compromise. 

The  clause  would  then  read: 

Sy.c.3.  *^nd  he  U/urtKer  enaeteilf  Th»t    rmm   » 
the  8rlmiM«ion  or  the  Stale  of  Oregon  ii  '  f4 

pursuauce  of  Ihi:]  act,  Uic  lawn  of  thetJni 
arc  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall  have  th 
efleci  within  the  State  of  Oregon  a«  clsewiu' 
United  States,  except  Uie  eighth  seclion  oi  it 
a«  the  Missouri  comproiitisc. 

Mr.  KERR.     What  is  the  gentleman's  < 
Mr.  SEWARD.     My  object  is  to    rep* 

restriction  on  that  Territory. 
Mr.  KERR.    Congress  expreialy  refuaeiL  I 

apply  the  Missouri  compromise  to  that  Terr^  ~ 
Mr.  SEWARD.     It  is  embraced  in  the  afl 
Mr.  KERR.    The  Wilmot  provis*    wa 

braced. 
Mr.  SEWARD.    1  withdraw  the  uneni 

aa  it  may  give  rise  to  some  troable. 
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There  wm  no  objection,  and  the  amendment 
wat  wiUidrawn. 
The  fifUi  aeetion  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sic.  S.  ^nat«i</»rtt«r<iucM,TtaMdi«di*trictJudge, 
altoniejr,  clerk,  and  menbtl,  contenplMed  by  Ibu  act, 
•ball  each  b«  allowed  tb«  nm*  eempeaaation  and  Am  that 
an  aaTacally  allowed  to  itaa  aane  offlceci  io  Om  State  of 
CaJUbnila  by  act  of  Coogreie,  to  be  paid  In  Ibe  eame  nan- 
■ar. 

Mr.  PAkKER.  I  think  that  section  ought  to 
be  amended.  There  are  two  districts  in  Califor- 
nia.   The  judge  of  one  is  allowed  an  annaal  sal- 


arv  of  |5,O0O,  and  the  iudge  of  the  other  |3,000. 
After  the  word  "judge"  I  move  to  add  the  words 
*■  shall  be  allowed  an  annual  salary  of  13.000,  and 
the." 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Let  me  sunest  that  the  words 
'*■  to  be  paid  quarterly  "  be  added  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  accept  the  modification  of 
my  amendment.  There  is  a  general  law  to  that 
enect,  and  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  the 
modiCoktion. 

The  amendment  was  so  modified. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment, 
as  modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  lliere  ought  to  be  another 
amendment  to  that  section  in  regard  to  the  attor- 
ney, clerk,  and  marshal. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  Such  an  amendment  I  was 
about  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  ftom  Oregon. 
As  I  understand,  the  clerk,  nuu«hal,  and  attorney 
of  the  district  of  California,  reeeire  double  the 
compensation  now  allowed  to  the  same  officers  in 
the  aistrict  of  New  York.  Now,  considering  the 
difference  of  expenses  of  living  in  California,  and 
also  that  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  places  the 
diatrietjudge  on  the  same  footing  as  the  district 
judge  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  marshal,  clerk,  and  attorney 
should  also  be  restricted  to  the  same  fees  which  arc 
received  under  thepresent  fee  bill  of  New  York. 

Mr.  LANE.  That  they  shall  be  allowed  the 
same  amount  as  is  now  received  by  the  same  offi- 
cers in  the  southern  district  of  New  York? 

Mr.  CUTTING.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  LANE.    I  consent  to  the  restriction. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is,  in  lieu 
of  the  words  "  in  the  State  of  California  "  to  sub- 
stitute the  words  "  in  the  southern  district  of  New 
York." 

Hie  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.LiTCHBa's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  rather  premature. 
This  bill  is  merely  preparatory  to  the  admission 
of  the  State.  All  alter  the  first  section  should,  in 
my  opinion,  be  stricken  out,  and  there  should  be 
a  proviso  of  some  sort  attached  to  the  first  section, 
prescribing  something  about  the  number  of  their 
population;  and,  if  they  shall  make  a  constitution, 
and  come  here  and  ask  to  be  admitted,  then  will 
be  the  time  to  extend  these  laws,  and  give  them 
the  benefit  of  judges,  attorneys,  marshals,  and  so 
forth.  I  would  ask  the  Committeeon  Territories 
if  it  is  proposed,  by  this  bill,  to  authorize  the 
people  of  Oregon  to  form  a  constitution  and  organ- 
izs  a  State  government,  and  supersede  the  terri- 
torial government,  without  regard  to  the  amount 
of  population  which  may  be  included  within  the 
Territory  ?  Are  they  to  be  organized  into  a  State, 
and  admitted  under  this  bill,  and  not  come  back 
htre  again  for  their  constitution  to  pass  imder  the 
revision  of  those  who  are  to  admit  them,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  determined  whether  it  is  republican 
or  not?    I  think  this  is  all  premature. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  people  of  Oregon,  if  they  have 
sufficient  population,  to  form  a  constitution,  and 
submit  that  constitution  to  Conareaa  for  admis- 
sion. When  they  do  that,  I  think  it  will  be  time 
enough  fi)r  all  the  other  provisions  in  this  bill  to 
be  enacted  into  a  law  of  Congress. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  This  bill  was  intro- 
duced bv  myself,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  and  by  that  committee  reported  back 
to  this  House.  The  bill  is  an  exact  copy,  as  near 
as  it  could  be,  except  in  reference  to  tne  bounda- 
ries, and  other  local  matters,  of  the  bill  authori- 
zing the  people  of  Wisconsin  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government.  Now,  allow  me  to  say  to 
the  committee,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any 


census  to  be  taken  that  would  satisfy  this  House 
what  tlie  population  of  Oregon  is.  They  have 
cities,  and  towns,  and  many  counties  organized 
and  well  settled  by  an  honest,  industrious,  and 
intelligent  population.  They  have,  by  resolves 
of  their  Legistativs  Assembly,  asked  dongress  to 
allow  them  the  privilege  of  forming  a  Stats  consti- 
tution. Out  or  twenty-four  members  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Assembly  there  was  but  one  soli- 
tary vote  against  the  memorial  that  has  been  for- 
warded to  Congress.  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
Oregon  has,  at  this  day,  a  population  of  twenty 
thousand  more  than  Illinois  had  when  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Union,  or  than  Florida  hsd  when 
ahe  was  admitted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  should  have  no 
kind  of  objection  to  passing  a  bill  at  this  time, 
giving  the  assent  of  this  Government  to  the  form- 
ation of  a  constitution  by  the  people  there,  to  be 
submitted  to  Congress.  I  merely  suggested  that 
the  details  of  the  bill  seemed  to  i>e  premature  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  gentleman  firom  Tennessee  to  the 
first  section  of  uie  bill.  A  sufficient  answer  will 
be  found  there,  I  think,  for  his  objections  to  the 
bill,  provided  he  is  in  favor  of  the  people  of  that 
Territory  forming  a  State  constitution .  The  first 
section  reads  as  follows: 

"That  tbe  people  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  be,  and  they 
are  bereby,  anihoriied  to  Ibrm  a  consUtuUon  and  State 
Mvemment,  for  the  purpoae  of  being  admlned  Into  the 
uaioo  on  an  equal  Ibollng  with  the  original  Slate*  In  all 
leapeel*  whatever,  by  (he  name  of  Uie  State  of  Oragoa." 

The  object  is  not  to  authorize  the  formation  of  a 
constitution  which  is  not  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. The  bill  itself  is  such  as  has  been  usually 
reported  where  Territories  have  been  authorized 
to  form  constitutions  preliminanr  to  being  ad- 
mitted as  States.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,that  some 
States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  without 
any  authority  from  Congress  to  form  constitu- 
tions. This  was  the  case  in  California,  in  Mich- 
igan, and,  I  believe,  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  JONES.    Yea,  tit,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  In  the  case  of  other 
States  Congress  authorized  them  to  form  a  con- 
stitution. The  gentlemiui  firom  Tennessee  may 
be  correct  in  his  statement  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  section,  the  bill  is  mere  surplusage, 
and  that  all  of  these  details  are  of  no  use.  In  one 
particular,  however,  they  are  of  some  use,  for  they 
prescribe  boundaries  beyond  which  ahe  cannot  go. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  a  ques- 
tion. I  wish  to  know  what  will  be  the  eflfect  of 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections?  Upon  the 
principle  that  the  constitution,  when  formed ,  shall 
become  valid  and  operative,  will  not  these  sections 
be  of  pennanent  effect;  so  that  Congress  cannot 
change,  repeal,  or  modify  the  orgemization  of  the 
courts?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  add  a  further 
section,  saying  that  Congress,  at  any  time,  may 
alter,  repeu,  or  modify  these  three  sections?  As 
they  stand  at  present,  will  thsy  not  become  a  part 
of  the  contract  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  witt  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Simmons.]  If 
Oregon  comes  here  with  her  constittitioo,  and 
Congress  admits  her,  she  is  then  a  State,  with  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  New  York,  Illinois, 
or  any  other  State. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  But  will  not  these  three  sec- 
tions become  a  part  of  the  contract,  and  be  un- 
alterable? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  suppose  not. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.    Itseema  to  me  that  they  will. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  1  scarcely  know  any  busi- 
ness in  which  Congress  can  be  engaged  more  im- 
portant than  the  admission  of  a  new  member  into 
our  Confederacy.  And  yet,  strange  to  say,  until 
within  the  last  five  or  ten  minutes  there  seemed 
hardly  to  be  a  dozen  gentlemen  in  the  House  who 
appeared  to  be  even  aware  that  such  a  measure 
was  now  under  consideration.  Certainly,  Mr. 
Chairman,  there  is  no  occasion  where  there  is 
greater  necessity  for  the  House  to  proceed  with 
caution,  than  in  the  introduction  of  a  new  party 
to  our  constitutional  compact — the  admission  of  a 
new  sovereign  into  this  community  of  States. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  may  be,  at  this 
time,  the  population  of  the  Territory,  of  Oregon, 
but  I  say  that,  according  to  the  census  of  1850, 


there  were  then  only  about  fifteen  thousand  per- 
sons in  the  whole  Territory;  and  since  that  time 
the  Territory  of  Washington  has  been  carved  out 
of  that  of  Oregon,  thus  diminishing  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants  to  a  proportionate  extent.  What 
may  have  been  the  increase  of  the  population  in 
the  last  four  years  lam  not  informed. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  was  about  to  call  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon  [Mr.  Lank]  to  slate 
whether  any  census  has  been  taken  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Oregon  since  1850? 

Mr.  LANE.  I  was  going  to  make  some  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  suggestion  made  by  my 
excellent  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonei,] 
about  the  population  of  Oregon;  but  I  sat  down 
without  doing  so,  and  I  now  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  offered  by  my  friend  from  Virginia, 
to  make  the  remark  whien  I  intended.  It  is  true, 
as  the  gentleman  fi-om  Virginia  states,  that  the 
census  returns  of  1850  showed  the  population  to 
be  about  the  number  he  mentioned.  I  arrived  in 
the  Territory  oneyear  before,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1849.  I  caused  the  census  to  be  taken  directly. 
The  whole  population  of  Oregon  then  was  only 
a  few  thousand.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact 
number.  At  their  first  election,  held  in  June  of 
that  year,  they  cast  about  nine  hundred  votes. 
Since  that  time,  as  my  friend  from  Virginia  says, 
Washington  Territory  has  been  stricken  off  from 
Oregon.  A  territorial  government  has  been  or- 
ganized there,  and  that  Territory  during  this  year 
cast  between  twelve  and  fifteen  hundred  votes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  settlements  in  Oregon  Terri- 
tory have  spread  out  hundreds  of  miles  since  1850. 
At  that  time,  with  a  view  of  going  outside  of 
settlements,  and  of  taking  a  claim  which  would 
suit  my  own  convenience  and  my  taste  of  loca- 
tion, I  took  a  claim  some  thirty  or  forty  miles 
outside  of  any  considerable  settlement.  But,  after 
I  returned  from  this  place  last  spring — now  a  year 
ago — I  found  the  whole  country  taken  up  and  oc- 
cupied, and  now  I  am  afiraid  I  will  have  to  move 
again.    [Laughter.] 

Well,  sir,  I  say  this  further  to  my  friend  from 
Vurginia:  that,  in  the  Rogue  River  valley — where 
we  had  the  Indian  troubles  in  1850  and  1853;  the 
very  valley  I  have  been  talking  about  to-day,  and 
where  the  gallant  Captain  Stuart,  of  the  Army, 
was  killed — there  was  not,  at  that  time,  a  white 
settler  living;  not  a  white  man  lived  within  fifty 
miles  of  it,  save  the  keeper  of  a  ferry.  At  the 
last  June  election — ^twenty  months  afterwards — 
there  were  about  eighteen  hundred  votes  cast 
there.  The  population  of  Oregon  has  increased, 
within  the  last  twelve  months  over  twenty-five 
thousand.  We  have  cities  there  now  containing 
almost  as  large  a  population  as  Oregon  had  in 
1847.  The  whole  country  is  being  settled,  and  it 
has  to-day  a  population,  as  before  stated,  of  thirty 
thousand  more  than  the  State  of  Illinois  had  when 
she  asked  for  admission  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  What  is  the  whole  popu- 
lation ? 

Mr.  LANE.  Oregon  has  some  sixty  thousand 
inhabitants  in  all. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of  Oregon 
Territory  are  tired  of  their  dependence  upon  Con- 
gress, and  deeire  a  State  government.  They  will 
not  mind  the  expense  of  a  State  government,  as 
expressed  by  the  memorial  which  has  been  sent 
to  Congress.  They  want  to  be  placed  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  people  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.  They  want  the  restrictions  under  which 
they  now  act  removed,  that  they  may  be  thrown 
upon  their  own  resourses;  that  they  may  have  the 
privileges  which  the  citizens  of  the  Suites  enjoy. 
They  ask  that  they  may  have  the  privilege  of 
forming  a  constitution  and  a  State  govegment,  in* 
order  that  they  may  better  develop  the  resources 
of  the  country,  and  bring  into  requisition  the  en- 
ergies of  the  people.  They  are  as  true  American 
citizens  as  can  be  found  in  this  Union.  They 
are  a  moral,  industrious,  patriotic,  and,  I  will  say, 
chaste  people,  as  that  matter  has  been  referred  to 
by  my  friend  on  the  left ;  for  no  man  out  there  would 
have  two  wives;  and  if  a  man  should  go  there 
with  two  wives,  he  would  do  as,  not  only  in 
violation  of  the  laws,  but  some  otker  man  would 
claim  the  privilege  of  having  one  of  them,  for 
some  of  them  now  have  none  at  all. 

But  there  is  very  good  reason  why  the  people 
of  the  Territory  ot  Oregon  should  have  the  priv- 
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ilcf  e  of  faoldiof  a  conTention  for  formiDg  a  consti- 
tution, and  or  appljring  for  admission  into  the 
Union  upon  an  equal  fooling  witti  the  other  States. 
If  they  were  not  in  every  respect  as  worthy  as 
other  people,  I  would  not  ask  that  privilege  of 
this  House.  But  they  are  so  dependent,  they  have 
to  rely  so  entirely  upon  the  action  of  Congress  to 
regulate  their  internal  affairs,  that  they  want  U> 
attend  to  their  domestic  affairs  themselves. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Delegatefrom 
Oregon  one  question.  I  perceive,  by  the  census 
returns,  that  the  population  of  Oregon  was  thirteen 
thousand  b  1850.    What  is  the  population  now? 

Mr.  LANE.  The  statement  which  I  have  just 
made  answers  that  question.  I  think  it  is  about 
sixty  thousand. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  that 
ia  a  mere  conjectural  statement,  or  whether  a  cen- 
sus has  been  taken  since  1650  > 

Mr  LANE.  I  will  say  to  my  friend  from  Vir- 
nnia,  [Mr.  Millson,]  and  to  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Botce,]  that  no  census  of  Oregon 
can  be  taken  that  can  be  relied  upon  for  one 
month.  You  may  take  the  census  of  Oregon,  and 
send  up  the.  returns  here  M  rapidly  as  possible, 
and  there  will  be  five  thousand  added  to  the  pop- 
ulation before  the  returns  will  reach  Washington. 
Such  is  the  rapidity  with  which  the  country  is 
settled.  Imigration  is  pouring  into  that  country. 
You  have  passed  a  law  donating  to  the  settlers  in 
Oregon  a  certain  quantity  of  land.  You  have 
imposed  a  limit  to  the  operation  of  it.  It  expires 
with  the  imigration  which  goes  there  next  year; 
and  the  people,  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  are  fiow- 
iog  in  across  the  country,  while  thousands  of 
miners  who  have  gone  to  California  and  Oregon, 
&II  back  upon  the  privilege,  and  avail  themselves 
of  the  benefits  of  the  act,  and  become  permanent 
•ettlers  there.  How  can  you,  then,  say  what  the 
population  of  Oregon  is?  It  is  probably  upwards 
of  sixty  thousand  today,  but  three  months  hence 
it  will  be  five  thousand  more.  At  the  last  election 
our  citizens  gave  about  eight  or  nine  thousand 
votes.  1  myself  waa  elecwd  by  some  sixteen 
hundred  majority. 

Mr.  SB  WARD.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
what  the  question  under  consideration  now  ia  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  proposition  now 
pending  is  that  part  of  the  bill  which  regulates  the 
fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Governor,  attorney,  mar- 
shal, <&c.  But  so  far  as  debate  is  concerned,  the 
whole  bill  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rose  partly  for  the  purpose 
of  msking  these  inquiries  of  the  gentleman  from 
Or^on,  and  for  a  farther  purpose,  which  I  shall 
indicate  presently. 

Upon  so  grave  and  important  a  proposition  as 
this  the  committee  cannot  now  be  prepared  to  vote. 
There  should  be  some  opportunity  eiven  for  con- 
sulting precedents.  There  should  be  some  time 
for  reflection;  end,  as  the  hour  is  now  late,  and 
theHouse  have  determined  to  sit  to-morrow,  I  wish 
to  affo.'d  an  opportunity  for  deliberation  and  in- 
vestigation better  than  we  can  possibly  have  at  this 
time.  There  is  much  force  in  the  suggestion 
made  just  now  by  my  Friend  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
JoHES.]  I  do  not  wish  the  House  to  commit 
itself.  I  do  not  wish  Congress  to  commit  itself 
by  taking  hasty  steps,  or  by  inserting  into  this  bill 

Erovisions  which  may  hereafter  be  ascertained  to 
e  improper.  In  my  opinion,  the'  best  plan  will 
be,  if  we  find,  upon  examination,  that  Oregon  is 
entitled  to  form  a  State  constitution,  simply  to 
pass  a  bin,  containing  a  single  provision,  author- 
izing the  people  of  that  Territory  to  form  a  State 
constitution,  and  not  toadoptany  provision  which 
will  in  any  manner  commit  Congress  to  its  admis- 
sion as  a  State,  should  subsequent  disclosures  ren- 
der such  admission-improper  and  impolitic. 
.  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Vii^inia  will  allow  me,  I  will  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon,  that  it  may  be  better  to 
strike  out  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of 
this  bill.  It  will  then  conform,  as  I  understand  it, 
to  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  My  desire  is,  that  the  com- 
mittee should  do  nothing  now  in  reference  to  the 
matter  at  all,  but  that  we  should  take  time  to  re- 
flect; that  we  should  allow  ourselves  the  opportu- 
nity to  consult  precedents,  and  ascertain  what 
ouAt  to  be  done. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  the  quarter  from  which 
these  seeming  objections  come,  that  there  may  be 
opposition  to  the  admission  of  Orejoo  into  tbs 


Union  as  a  State,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar 
relations  existing  between  certain  members  of  the 
Confederation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  I  deem  myself  at  lib- 
erty to  scrutinize  the  pretensions  of  this  new 
candidate  for  admission  into  the  Union — although, 
indeed,  it  is  my  duty  to  do  so— yet  I  taks  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  that,  if  I  find  that  this  appli- 
cation of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  is  founded  upon 
such  considerations  as  have  been  respeaed  hereto- 
fore— if  I  find  they  are  such  as  have  been  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  admission  of  other  Territories, 
North  and  South — 1  shall  most  cheerfully  vote  for 
its  reception.  I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  giving 
that  vote  by  any  considerations  in  reference  to  a 
balance  of  power  between  the  two  great  divisions 
of  the  Confederacy. 

I  do  not,  however,  disguise  the  fact  that,  in 
view  of  possible,  I  will  not  say  probable,  results, 
I  look  with  some  alarm  upon  the  multiplication  of 
free  States  in  this  Union.  I  will  not  conceal  my 
fear,  that,  in  process  of  time,  the  accession  of  a 
disproportionate  number  of  free  Slates  may  even 
lead  to  important  changes  in  our  Federal  Consti- 
tution, by  securing  the  majority  which  that  instru- 
ment at  this  time  requires  for  that  purpose.  I 
will  not  disguise  my  apprehension  that  there  may 
be  mischief  in  prospea  which  it  will  be  desirable 
to  avert. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  one  who  believes  that  it  is 
lawful  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come.  I  will  not 
refuse  to  do  justice,  although  it  may  be  attended 
with  disadvantageous  consequences;  and  I  there- 
fore repeat  the  declaration ,  that  if  I  shall  find, after 
deliberate  examination,  that  the  people  of  Oregon 
Territory  are  in  a  condition  which  entitles  them, 
equally  with  those  heretofore  received,  to  come 
into  the  Union,  1  shall  vote  to  admit  them. 

But,  I  confess  that  I  felt  a  little  mortified,  as  well 
as  surprised,  at  the  apathy  which  seemed  to  pre- 
vail here  this  morning,  when  this  very  important 
question  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  and  when,  almost  without  a  word,  we 
were  about  to  pass  a  bill  involving  consequences 
so  important  as  those  which  I  have  described. 
Let  us  have  some  opportunity  for  reflection.  Let 
us  know  whether  it  is  proper  to  admit  a  new  mem- 
ber into  the  Confederacy  without  some  reliable 
information  as  to  the  number  of  her  inhabitants; 
and  when  I  say  reliable  information,  I  do  not  mean 
in  the  least  to  disparage  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ments mads  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Or«on. 

Mr.  HENN.  1  would  ask  the  ^ntleman  from 
Virginia,  whether  he  thinks  that  this  bill  proposes 
to  admit  Oregon  as  a  State  into  the  Union  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  wUI  repl^  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  very  object  of  my  rising  was  to  sug- 
gest that  we  should  take  time  for  reflection  on  this 
subject,  and  that  we  should  not  commit  ourselves 
even  by  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect 
of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HENN.  Does  not  the  gentleman  know 
that  it  takes  two  or  three  years  before  people  can 
form  a  constitution  itnJ  be  admitted  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Certainly;  I  know  there 
roust  be  delay. 

Mr.  HENN.  Then  there  may  be  more  than 
three  hundred  thousand  or  four  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants  there. 

Mr.  MILLSON..  I  have  said  nothing  which 
commits  me  either  to  opposition  or  support  of  this 
bill;  and  it  has  been  sedulously  my  object  to  avoid 
any  such  committal.  I  desire  that  we  shall  pro- 
ceed with  due  deliberation.  I  wish  opportunity 
for  consulting  precedents,  that  we  may  know  what 
it  ia  Congress  ought  to  do.  I  have  formed  no 
opinion  on  this  subject  st  alt.  It  may  be  that  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  ia  right,  and  tnat  we  may 
not  be  committed  to  the  reception  of  Oregon  by 
passing  tliis  bill.  I  say  not  one  word  against  it; 
but  we  ought  to  take  time  to  consider.  That  is 
all  I  desirr.  I  was  about  to  observe,  when  inter- 
rupted by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  that  among 
the  inquiries  to  which  it  may  be  well  for  the  House 
to  turn  its  auention,  it  may  be  necessary  to  con- 
sider whether  it  is  proper,  in  anjr  case  of  the  appli- 
cation of  a  Territory  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
it  should  be  admitted  in  the  absence  of  official  and 
authentic  information  as  to  its  population. 

Now,  I  have  already  said  that  I  do  not  in  the 
least  question  the  accuracy  or  sincerity  of  the 
statements  made  by  my  friend  from  Or^on.  But 
I  wish  to  consider  whether  in  every  such  case  as 
the  introdqetioD  of  anew  Slate,  it  is  not  bseoming 


and  proper  that  we  should  have  authentic  and 
official  information  as  to  the  population  of  the 
Territory.  I  know  that  we  had  no  such  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  California.  That  case  stands 
out  an  exception  to  alt  rules,  a  solecism  in  the 
legislation  of  the  country,  and  is  not  to  be  used 
as  a  precedent  for  anything.  In  order  that  we 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  make  these  inquiries, 
and  come  to  the  consideration  of.  the  subject 
calmly  and  intelligently,  I  would  now  move  that 
the  committee  rise,  but  for  the  request  of  my 
friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricbaroion,]  who  de- 
sires first  to  make  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  desire  to  submit  a 
motion,  and  then  I  will  move  that  the  committee 
rise,  in  order  that  gentlemen  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  investigating  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  ma 
to  offer  an  amendment? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  want  to  offer  an 
amendment  myself. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Let  them  both  be  presented 
and  read. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  indicate  nay 
amendment,  and  then  yield  to  thegentleman  from 
Geor^a.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  third,  fotirth, 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Jhe  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions have  been  passed  over  by  the  committee; 
but  if  there  be  no  objection,  the  Chair  will  enter- 
tain the  proposition  to  go  back  and  strike  out 
those  sections. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  !  offer  what  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  as  an  additional  section.  1  do  not 
wish  to  press  it  now,  but  I  present  it  for  the  con- 
sideration of  members.  ^ 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Bsc.  8.  jIkA  tt  U  fitrtktr  moHei,  That  all  rmrirtioiM 
•faliut  the  sdmiMion  of  livitry  into  uJd  Terrilorjr  be  and 
the  uine  are  lierefoy  removed,  it  beins  ilie  tn>e  iHieni  aiul 
meaning  oftbif  act  noi  to  attbllab  or  prohibit  dareiy  ;  but 
the  people,  when  they  adopt  tlieir  comu'tatiao,  ebsll  b« 
flee  to  refulate  their  own  domenic  ioMiioa'iai. 

[Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  regards  these 
as  merely  indications  that  gentlemen  will  propose 
such  amendments  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  have  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  personal  appeal  to  make  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  therefore  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  withdraw  hia  motion  for  a  few 
moments. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.    I  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  desire  to  present  to  the 
committee,  informally,  a  bill  which  Was  passed 
over  yesterday,  providing  for  the  "  payment  of  the 
civil  officers  employed  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  while  under  military  government,"  and 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  committee,  in  behalf  of 
the  absent  Delegate  from  New  Mexico,  to  act  on 
the  bill.  It  waa  passed  over  informally  on  yes- 
terday. The  gentleman  who  reporteti  the  bill 
[Mr.  FAtiLKKCa]  is  not  in  ths  city,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  [Mr. 
Bioell]  is  absent.  I  desire  therefore  to  make  a 
brief  explanation,  if  the  committee  will  take  up 
the  bill,  by  which  I  think  all  objection  to  it  will  b* 
removed. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  token  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Phelps  here  vacated  the  chair,  having 
called  Mr.  Jokes,  of  Tennessee,  thereto. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  When  this  bill  was  last  before 
the  committee  for  consideration,  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hoi;ston]  objected  to  any 
compensation  being  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  Army 
who  were  employed  in  New  Mexico,  even  if  they 
discharged  the  duties  of  any  civil  offices.  I  think 
myself  it  is  wrong,  and  I  therefore  propose  the 
following  as  an  amendment  to  the  first  section: 

ProvUtt,  That  under  the  proviiioni  of  Ibie  act  no  cnm- 
penuUon  ttaall  be  made  lo  any  officer  of  llie  Amiy  of  tlia 
United  Siaiea  for  diKharrinf  Iha  dutiea  of  any  civil  office 
lo  tha  Tarriloiy  of  New  Mexico. 

The  provisional  territorial  government  disbura«d 
a  certain  amount  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  these  civil  officers,  but  that  amount  of  money 
had  been  collected  by  military  contributions.  I 
think  it  would  be  wrone  to  reimburse  that  to  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  I  shall  ihsrsTars 
move  to  strike  out  the  second  section. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  a  motion  pending 
to  strike  out  the  second  section. 

The  question  was  then  token;  and  the  proviso 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
second  section,  it  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  bill  was  than 
laid  aside  to  be.  reported  to  the  House,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  pass. 

Mr.  OOODRICH.  1  now  renew  my  motion 
that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  com  mitlee  accordingly  rose,and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Clukirman  then  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally 
tinder  consideration,  and  particularly  the  special 
order  relating  to  the  busmesa  in  the  organized 
Territories,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  sundry 
bills  to  the  House,  some  with  and  some  without 
amendments;  had  also  directed  him  to  report  bill 
No.  317,  "  being  a  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  of  Utah,  to  grant  donations  to 
actual  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes, "to 
the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass;  but  upon  bill  No.  332,  "  being  a  bill  to  enable 
the  people  of  Oregon  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union,"  they  had  come  to 
no  conclusion. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  move  that  when  this  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,of  Tennessee.  Upon  that  motion 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. . 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  59,  nays  54;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Meurs.  Aiken,  Ball,  Benson,  Vrooks,  Camp- 
bell, Carpenter,  Cliindler,  Corwin,  Cox,  Crocker.  Cullom, 
CulUnf!,  Thoinaa  Davja,  Dick,  Dicklnaon,  Edmanda, 
Thomai  D.  Elint,  Flagler,  Franklin,  Giddinga,  Goodrick, 
Bampson  W.  Harria,  Harrtaon,  Haven,  Howe,  Hnsliea, 
Hni>l.  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kttiredge,  itnoi, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  M cCullnch,  Matteaon,  Meacham,  Middlea- 
warth,  Marray,  Morion,  Parker,  Pennington,  Ready,  Reeae, 
David  Biichie,  Bapp,  Seward,  Bimmona,  Oenit  Bmlth, 
Snodgraae,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  6.  Taylor,  Uptiam, 
Vail,  Wade,  Wallpy,  Walah,  larael  Wasbburo,  and  Tap- 
pan  Weniwonb— 59. 

NAYS — Meaara.  Banka,  Barkedale,  Boyce,  Breekin- 
ridee,  Caakie,  Clark.  Cobb,  John  G.  Oavia,  Dianey,  Drum, 
Eddy,  Edfertnn,  EllUon,  Englisti,  Florence,  Gamble, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Henn,  Uibbard,  Honsion,  Johnaon, 
Oeorge  W.  Jonea,  Lindaley,  McDoiigall,  McNair,  Macy, 
Joha  6.  MlllBr,  Smith  Miller,  Million,  Noble,  Pheipe, 
Phiinpa,  Powell,  Pratt,  PreMon,  Paivear,  Ricbsrdaon, 
Ratlin,  Seymour,  Sbaw,  Georfe  W.  Sroytb,  Heater  L. 
Btevena,  Btraiinn,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Thnra- 
ton.  Trout,  Ellihu  B.  Waatabame,  Wella,  John  Weolwortb, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  ZolUcoffer— M. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  movethat  the  Hooae 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Does  not  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  take  prece- 
dence? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  competent  for  less 
than  a  majority  of  a  quorum  to  adjourn  ovtr. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  So  I  understand;  but  the 
motion  to  adjourn  over  is  not  disposed  of,  and  1 
ask  if  it  does  not  take  precedence  of  any  other 
motion? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  adjourn  taker 
precedence. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  again  state 
that  the  motion  to  adjourn  takes  preceilence  of 
any  other  motion;  and,  of  course,  it  lakes  prece- 
dence of  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Richard- 
son's motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  saying  a  word,  luid  I  hope  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ will  be  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent  alone 
can  the  gentleman  from  New  York  make  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  only  desire  to  say  I  have 
been  informed  that  a  good  many  gentlemen  to-day 
have  voted  to  adjourn  over,  who  have  usually 
voted  against  adjourning  over.  It  seems  useless 
to  remain  in  session  to-morrow,  when  gentleman 


will  not  come  up  here  in  sufficient  numbers  to  make 
a  quorum;  and  1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to 
fatigue  the  House  by  taking  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  suggest  that  we  get  a 
full  House,  and  see  if  we  cannot  adjourn  over. 
Many  members  have  business  to  transact  at  the 
Departments,  which  will  occupy  their  whole  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  They  have  all  the 
morning  of  every  day  tintil  twelve  o'clock  to  do 
their  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  motion  that  the  House  adjourn,  upon  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  demanded. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  CAM  PBELL.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Business  having  inter- 
vened, the  motion  to  adjourn  over  is  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  the  motion  to  adjourn 
takes  precedence  of  any  other  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  that  motion  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Mr.  Chairman 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  pending  question 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  and  that  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  propose  to  offer  a  privi- 
leged motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  motion  that  can 
supersede  the  motion  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  LILLY.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  has  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  Clerk  commenced  calling  the  roll 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  does  not 
take  precedence  of  the  motion  to  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  no 
such  decision.  The  Chair  decides  that  less  than 
a  majority  cannot  adjourn  over,  if  any  question  is 
raised  with  respect  to  a  quorum  being  present. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  imagine  that  there  is  a 
quorum  present,  and  I  will  submit  a  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  then  ascer- 
tain, under  the  rule,  whether  there  is  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  Chair 
if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not  too  late  in 
attempting  to  make  his  motion — there  having  been 
two  names  called  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  No;  there  have  been  no  re- 
sponses. 

Mr.  JONES.  But  the  first  and  second  names 
on  the  roll  were  called. 

The  SPEAKER  counted  the  House,  and  an- 
nounced that  there  were  but  113  members  present 
— not  a  quorum. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  on  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn;  and  there  were — yeas  46,  nays 
59;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Banks,  BarksdsletBoyce,  Brecklnridir, 
Clark,  Cobb,  John  O.  Davia,  Drum,  Eddy,  Edgerton,  Elli- 
aon,  Everharl,  Florence,  Gamble,  Green,  Greenwood,  Ham- 
lltou,  Sampaon  W.  Harria,  Henn,  Houaton,  Hugbes,  John- 
aoo,  George  W.Jonea,  Liodaley,  McNair,  Macy,IMay,8midi 
Miller,  Millaon,  Noble,  Phelpa,  Pblllipa,  Powell,  Pratt, 
Kicbardaon,  Seymour,  Shaw,  George  W.  Smyth,  Strauon, 
AndrewSiaart,Jobn  J.  Taylor, Ttauiston,  and  Walker— 48. 

NAYS — Meaara.  Ball,  Benaon,  Bugg,  Campbell,  Car- 
penter, Caakie,  Chandler,  Cox,  Crocker,  Cullom,  CotUiw, 
Tbomaa  Davia,  Dick,  Dickinaon,  Edmande,  Thomaa  D. 
Eliot,  Flagler,  Franklin,  Giddinga,  Goodrich,  Haven,  Howe, 
Bnnt,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kiuredge,  Knox, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  HcCullacb,Malleaon,  Middleawarth,  Mur- 


Walley,  Walab,  Ellihu  B.  Waabbnme,  larael  Waabbum, 
Tappan  Weutwonb,  and  Zollicoaer— 59. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  move  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  If  it  in  order,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  move  an  adjournment  now  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order.  No  mo- 
tion is  in  order  when  the  House  is  in  the  act  of 
dividing.  But,  at  all  events,  it  is  not  in  order  to 
make  a  motion  to  adjourn  immediately  on  the 
House  having  refused  to  agree  to  the  like  motion. 


Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Then  I  ask  for  tel- 
lers on  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Now  that  business 
has  been  transacted  since  the  vote  last  taken,  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  moRon  to 
adjourn  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  a  quarter  past  four 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sathrdit,  Mity  6, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Hbnrt  Slicer. 

Thejournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  to  the  bill  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
executive  and  judicial  officers  of  the  Territories  of 
Oregon  and  New  Mexico. 
RESOLUTIONS  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  received  two  resolutions,  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine;  which  1  now 
ask  leave  to  present,  that  they  may  be  read,  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  first  resolution  requests  the  Representatives 
to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  satisfy  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  tne  United  Statei  for  lands 
taken  under  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

The  second  resolution  requests  the  Representa- 
tives to  procure  the  passage  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  the  French  prior  to  1800. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tat>le, 
and  be  printed. 

RAILROAD  IN  MINNESOTA. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  am  directed 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  of  which  I 
am  a  member,  to  report  io  this  House  a  bill  to 
aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad;  which  bill  I  propose  to  have 
put  upon  its  passage. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  the  southern  line  of  that  Territory,  begin- 
ning between  ranges  nine  and  seventeen,  running 
thence  by  way  of  St.  Paul,  tj  the  most  feasible 
route,  to  the  eastern  line  of  said  Territory,  in  the 
direction  of  Lake  Superior,  towards  the  southeast 
boundary  of  said  Territory. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desire  to  raise  a  ques- 
tion of  order,  that  it  may  be  now  decided  before  we 
proceed  any  further.  I  want  to  know  whether 
this  day  is  to  be  consumed  in  the  consideration  of 
bills  of  this  kind.  My  point  of  order  is,  that  the 
committee  at  this  time  cannot  make  a  report  with- 
out the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  With  the  permia* 
sion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [M{. 
Hamilton,]  I  will  say,  in  relation  to  the  point  of 
order  which  he  has  raised,  that  I  presume  no  com- 
mittee would  have  a  right  to  report,  unless  the 
report  should  relate  to  territorial  business.  The 
(joestion  of  order,  which  1  think  properly  arises, 
is,  whether  a  bill  which  proposes  to  grant  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad ,  though  the  roafl 
may  be  in  a  Territory ,  is  such  territorial  business 
as  would  come  within  the  order  setting  apart  this 
week  for  the  consideration  of  territorial  business? 
It  seems  to  me  that  such  a  bill  is  one  of  a  general 
character. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,of  Illinois.  I  would  in- 
quire of  the  Chair,  if  such  a  bill  was  not  rjported 
whan  territorial  business  was  under  considera- 
tion, at  a  former  day? 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  a  biU  was  reported 
some  time  since. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Was  that  bill 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Territories? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  reported  from  that 
committee.  But  the  point  of  ortler  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  makes  is,  that  under  the 
order  of  the  House,  making  territorial  business 
the  special  order  for  this  week,  this  repoiAannot 
be  considered  as  com  ng  within  that  class  of  busi- 
ness. The  Chair  does  not  ■•«  upon  what  princi- 
ple it  c«D  b«  ezcludsd. 
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Mr.  ^ONES,  of  Tranemee.  Upon  the  prin- 
ciple duit  making  grants  of  alternate  sections  of 
public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
IS  general  Iwislation. 

Mr.  HASflLTON.  I  insist,  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  ptj  point  of  order.  We  have  appropriated 
this  weak  to  the  consideration  of  territorial  busi- 
ness which  shall  be  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Territories. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    There  is  no  doubt  of  that. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  We  have  appropriated 
this  week  for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  bills 
already  reported  firom  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.    With  the  permission  of  the 

gentleman  from  Maryland,  the  Chair  would  say 
lat  the  language  of  the  resolution  sets  apart 
this  week  for  the  consideration  of  business  rela- 
ting to  the  organized  Territories,  and  under  it  the 
Chair  has  rded  that  it  is  in  ohder,  at  any  time 
during  the  morning  hour,  at  all  events,  to  report 
that  description  of  business  during  this  week. 
The  Chair  has  acted  upon  that  principle. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  would  ask  the  Chair 
whether,  at  a  former  time,  when  the  territorial 
business  was  under  consideration,  a  report  was 
not  received  from  this  same  Committee  on  Public 
Lands? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  recollects  that 
such  a  report  was  received. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  But  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the  ques- 
tion of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Hamilton.] 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  do  not  know  what 
will  be  the  opinion  of  the  House  in  reference  to  it; 
but  I  would  like  to  have  the  decision  of4he  House 
upon  the  subject.  I  do  not  think  the  decision  is  a 
very  violent  one,  one  way  or  the  other.  We  have, 
however,  set  aside  a  week  for  the  consideration  of 
territorial  business,  some  time  iigo.and  that  whole 
week  was  taken  up  with  a  railroad  bill.  We  then 
set  aside  another  week,  as  I  anderstood  it,  with 
the  understanding  that  it  should  be  devoted  to  the 
legitimate  business  of  the  Territories.  At  least  I 
desire  to  have  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the 
subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  setting  aside 
this  business  as  a  special  order  will  be  read. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  inquire 
if  this  bill  does  not  appropriate  lands  to  construct 
the  same  roads  as  the  one  we  had  before  us  some 
time  since  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Michigan.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  JONES.  Is  It  not  for  the  same  line  of 
roads' 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Notprecisely.  It  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  Territory.  The  other 
went  out  into  a  State. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  do  not  know  that  this 
appeal  is  debatable.  I  suppose  it  is  not.  I  will 
therefore,  being  satisfied  that  the  decision  of  the 
t%air  is  ri^ht,  move  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table.  If  It  were  debatable,  I  might  have  a  word 
or  two  to  say  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  suppose  the  appeal  is  debata- 
ble. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  ap- 
peal being  debated.  I  desire,  however,  to  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  will  ask  theChair  whether 
the  appeal  will  be  debatable  if  I  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  it  upon  the  table .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  would 
be  debatable. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  Then  I  wUl  withdraw  the 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  single  sugges- 
tion itfyself,  and  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  other 
gentlemen  to  express  their  opinions  if  they  wish 
to  do  so.  This  week  was  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  business  in  the  organized  Territories. 
Measures  for  the  construction  of  roads  in  the 
Territories,  whether  military  roads^or  railroads, 
are,  it  seems  to  me,  as  legitimately  business  of  the 
organized  Territories,  as  any  other  class  of  money 
or  land  appropriations  that  can  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asks  the  gentle- 
man twdlow  him  to  have  t6e  special  order  read. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

"On  moUon  by  Mr.  Biobabdsom,  br  UDSoimoiu  oon- 
■enl, 
«Qr<nreii,  That  the  week  begioninc  witb  Itae  fint  Hcm- 


dajr  In  May  nan,  be  nt  span  tbt  the  oonilderatlon  orboil- 
nen  relsttii(  u  toe  organlxed  Territoriea." 

The  SPEAKER.  In  this  connection  the  Chair 
begs  leave  simply  to  remark  that  he  cannot  see 
any  distinction  between  the  bill  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  and  any  other  territo- 
rial measure.  The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  clearly 
territorial  business  within  the  meaning  of  the  order 
of  the  House;  that  it  is  clearly  in  order  for  com- 
mittees to  report  territorial  bifls  during  the  morn- 
ing hour;  and  this  is  the  morning  hour.  He  has 
no  objection  to  the  appeal  being  discussed  and  de- 
cided by  the  House;  but  he  willventure  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  House  will  not  make  any  de- 
cisive question  in  reference  to  the  bill  itself,  upon 
a  proposition  to  overrule  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  the  appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table;  nor  do  I  want  to  discuss  it.  Some  gentle- 
men around  me,  however,  seem  to  think  that  I 
stated,  when  I  made  the  motion  to  set  apart  this 
week  for  the  consideration  of  business  relating  to 
the  organized  Territories,  that  it  was  to  be  confined 
to  the  business  already  reported.  Such  is  not  the 
fact — gentlemen  are  mistaken.  I  made  no  such 
statement.  I  did  state  distinctly  that  I  proposed 
to  set  apart  this  week  for  the  consideration  of 
business  relating  to  the  organized  Territories. 

During  the  entire  week  the  Committee  on 
Territones  has  been  reporting  its  business.  It 
had  not  matured  it  until  the  last  week.  I  believe 
that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  reported  a 
bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  every  other  committee  which 
had  any  territorial  business  before  it,  have  reported 
that  business  during  this  week.  And  it  cannot  be 
that  gentlemen  understood  me  to  say  that  the  week 
was  to  be  devoted  alone  to  territorial  business 
other  than  that  in  reference  to  railroads.  If  Uiey 
did,  they  misunderstood  what  I  said,  whet  I 
meant,  and  what  the  resolution  expressed. 

The  SPEAKER.  Qentlemen  who  have  served 
here  a  single  session,  those  who  have  served  long- 
er, will  especially  recollect  that  it  has  been  the 
uniform  practice  to  receive  reports  on  territorial 
business  during  the  week  set  apart  for  the  consid- 
eration of  that  Dusiness.  I  have  not  been  here  a 
session  during  which  certain  days  have  not  been 
set  apart  for  territorial  business,  and  the  practice 
we  are  now  following  has  not  been  pursued  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  know  that  I  exactly 
understand  the  terms  of  the  resolution  by  which 
this  time  was  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
territorial  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  will  again  be 
read. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  After  a  while.  I  have  acted, 
however,  in  what  I  have  undertaken  to  do  on 
what  I  knew,  what  I  believed,  at  least,  to  have 
been  the  fair  spirit  and  understanding  of  the 
House,  when  this  week  was  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  particular  business.  TheHouse 
will  well  remember  that  we  devoted  a  week,  which 
had  been  set  aside  for  the  consideration  of  terri- 
torial business,  to  action  in  reference  to  a  railroad, 
which,  I  suppose — though  not  officially  informed 
of  the  fact,  because  the  bill  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived— is  substantially  the  object  of'^this  bill.  I 
think  that  I  am  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  House  was  desirous  of  avoiding  all  nirther 
action  in  reference  to  that  railroad.  If  the  ques- 
tion had  been  then  put  to  the  House,  I  am  of  the 
belief  that  it  would  have  refused  to  set  apart  any 
portion  of  time  for  the  consideration  of  that  roaa. 

Believing  that  to  have  been  the  fair  understand- 
ing and  spirit  of  the  House-pLde  not  know  whether 
it  IS  embodied  in  the  resolution  or  not — I  did 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  took 
occasion  to  say,  when  I  made  the  appeal,  that,  in 
the  wording  of  the  resolution,  it  may  have  been 
what  may  ne  denominated  a  frontier  question; 
but  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  not  within  the  fair 
meaning  and  spirit  of  the  order  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  setting  aside  this  week  for  the  considera- 
tion of  ths  territorial  business. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  IllinoU.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  whether  he  is  not 
slightly  mistaken  in  his  statement  of  the  time  set 


apart  before  for  the  consideration  of  territorial 
business  ?  Three  days  were  set  apart  then  for  the 
consideration  of  territorial  business,  and  less  than 
two  days  were  occupied  in  the  consideration  of 
this  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  may  be  wrong  In  reference 
to  the  amount  of  time;  but  time,  it  is  known,  ia 
immaterial  in  most  cases.  What  I  do  mean  to 
say  is,  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  time  set  apart 
for  the  consideration  of  legitimate  and  proper  ter- 
ritorial business,  was  consumed  in  the  endeavor 
to  grant  away  the  public  Uuid  to  corporations. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  claim  that  I 
am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  has  the  floor; 
and  it  cannot  be  taken  from  him,  unless  by  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  An  appeal  has  been  taken 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  and,  I  believe  that 
it  is  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  so. 

Mr.  EDQERTON.  I  wish  to  submit  the  mo- 
tion that  the  appeal  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Do  tou  mean  to  lay  the 
bill  or  the  appeal  on  the  table.'    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  EDQERTON.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The^tleman  from  Michi- 
gan was  on  the  floor,  and  in  the  act  of  introducing 
a  bill.  It  was  denied  that  he  had  the  right,  under 
the  special  order,  to  do  so.  The  Chair  decided 
that  he  had  the  right;  and  firom  that  decision  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  taken  an  appeal. 
The  question  of  order  alone,  the  Chair  thinks, 
can  take  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan. 

Mr.  EDQERTON.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  ask  for  the  yea*  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
title  of  the  bill,  that  we  may  see  its  application  to 
territorial  business. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill  aa  follows: 

A  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  therein. 

Mr.  FLAQLER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn,  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  60,  nays  86;  as  follows: 

YEAB— Menn.  Ball,  Benneli,  Beiuoa,  Csmpbell,  Car- 
penter, Chandler,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Caitis,  Dlek- 
Insoo,  Drain,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Fenton,  Flsfler,  Fnakllo, 
Goods,  Hamilton,  Harriaon,  Haven,  Howe,  HuM,  Daniel 
T.  Jonea,  Kettt,  Kerr,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lyon,  Hatte- 
aon,  Middleswarth,  marny,  Norton,  Parker,  Feckfaam, 
Preaton,  Puiyear,  Beady,  David  Sitcbie,  Raflri,  Sapp, 
Seward,  Shew.  Bimmona,  Snodnraaa,  Richard  H.  StaatoB, 
Aleiander  H.  8tepheoa,/ohn  J.  Taylor,  NaihanlelG.  Tay- 
lor, Tracy,  Tweed,  Vail,  Wade,  WaSley,  Walsh,  Israel 
Washbmne.Tappan  Wentwonb,  Wheeler,  Headriek  B. 
Wricbl,  and  ZoUlcoffei^-W. 

NAYS— Meaata.  Abarcrombie,  Alkeo,  James  C.  Allen, 
Davtd  J.  Bailey,  Banka,  Barkadale,  Boyee,  BreeUntUae, 
CaaUe,  Chriaman,  Chorehwell,  Clark,  Clinsman,  Cobb, 
Cox,  Cuninf,  JohnO.  DaTlt,ThoinaaDaTia, Dianey, Dim- 
bar,  Eaatnwn,  Eddy,  Bdaerton,  Edmanda,  John  H.  SlUotl, 
Elliwn,  Ens liah,  Etheridge,  Everbart,  Florence,  Qamble, 
Oiddlnsa,  Green,  Greenwood,  Sampion  W.  Harris,  Head- 
ricka.Henn,  Hibbard,  Houaton,  Hofhes,  Ingenoll,  Jofaa- 
■on, OeornW.  Jonea,  Roland  Jones,  Kid  well.KaitsJjSBe, 
Limbley,Macdon«ld,  MeDoogall,  McNair,  Ha<7,Msyalt 
Meacham,  John  G.  HUler,  Smith  Miller,  Millaon,  NoUe, 
Olda,Hordecal  Oliver,  Orr.Pbelpa,  Phillips,  Pratt.  Riebaid- 
■on,  Riddle, Ruaaell,  Sabin,  Seymour,  Shower,  Samoel  A. 
amJih,  William  SauOi,  Willtam  E.  Smilh,  Oeorge  W. 
Smyth,  Haator  L.  Steveaa,  BUstton,  Andrew  Stoan,  Da- 
vid Stnait,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thoraton,  Tront,  Cpham, 
Warren,  ElUha  B.  Waahbume,  Wella,  and  John  WeBl- 
worU>-M. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lav  on 
the  table  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  Uie  Cnair. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  heard  the  Utle  of  the  bill  read. 
Has  it  been  received? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  was  not  recsived, 
because  there  was  objectibn  made  to  its  recq>tion. 
The  Chair  decided  that  it  wo*  in  order  to  raceiv* 
it.  An  appeal  is  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  which  involvsa  thegasttion  of  reception. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  WeD.  f  will  withdraw  my  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    There  is  another 
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queslion  of  order,  which  I  should  like  the  Chair 
to  decide.  A  bill  passed  the  Senate  to  aid  in  con- 
atrueting  a  railroad  in  Minnesota.  It  came  to 
this  Ht>u«e,  and  was  laid  upon  the  table;  which, 
under  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the  rote  of 
the  House,  is  held  to  be  a  rejection.  This  bill,  I 
take  it,  is  substantialljr  the  same  as  that  one.  The 
13th  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  provides  that 
when  a  bili  or  resolution,  which  has  been  passed 
in  one  House,  shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it 
shall  not  be  brought  in  during  the  aaitie  session 
without  a  notice  of  ten  days,  and  the  leave  of  two 
thirds  of  that  House,  in  which  it  shall  be  renewed. 
Mow,  if  the  mere  changing  nf  a  few  words  in 
a  bill  lake  it  without  that  rule,  the  rule  is  a  blank, 
and  might  as  well  be  stricken  out  at  once. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Is  this  not  the  bill  which 
kaa  come  from  the  other  House? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  believe  it  is  identical  with  the 
MK  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  biuwd  upon  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Steven*,]  who  distinctly 
■lated  that  the  bill  which  he  desired  to  introduce, 
was  not  identically  the  same. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  ttlinois.  I  ask  that 
the  bill  be  rend. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  was  about 
to  say  I  had  sent  the  bill  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  read,  that  the  House 
might  be  well  satisfied  that  the  statements  I  had 
made  were  true,  and^lhat  the  bill  I  desire  to  in- 
troduce is  not  identical  with  the  bill  that  came 
down  from  the  Senate,  and  which  has  been  before 
dte  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Idonotcareabout 
the  bill  being  read ,  if  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan, who  reports  it,  will  state  to  the  House  in 
what  material  point  it  differs  from  the  bill  which 
came  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Speaker  a 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  response  to  the  ?entle- 
man  from  Tenne88ee,{Mr.  Tones,]  theChair  would 
oay,  that  in  the  first  place  he  differs  with  that  gen- 
tleman ia  regard  to  tne  vote  upon  the  Senate  bill 
to  which  he  refers.  Ttie  layingof  a  bill  upon  the 
table  is  not,  in  parliamentary  law,  a  rejection  of 
thebiH. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  was  aware  of  that.  I  stated 
that  the  decioion  of  the  Chair,  sustained  by  a  vote 
of  the  House,  settled  the  principle  that  laying  a  bill 
upon  the  table  insured  its  rejection. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  would  ask  the  Chair  if  the  House 
did  not  lay  the  deficiency  bill  upon  the  table,  and 
if  it  was  not  again  reported  and  acted  upon  in  this 
House? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  tlie  St.  Lawrence  district  in  my  State, 
the  whole  sul^ect  was  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  Stevens]  states  upon  his  responsibility 
that  this  bill  differs  materially  from  the  Senate  bill 
referred  to;  and  even  though  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  had  been  rejected,  and  though  the  vote  of 
the  House  was  taken  upon  it,  the  Chair  decides 
that  the  bill  now  proposed  to  be  introduced  is  not 
out  of  order;  and  it  is  very  clear  that  the  laying 
of  the  Senate  bill  upon  the  table  is  not,  according 
to  parliamentary  law, arejection  of  thebill.  There- 
fore, (he  objection  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  cannot  hold,  even  if  it  were  the  identical 
bill  which  came  from  the  Senate.  That  ia  cer- 
tainly the  law  of  this  House,  and  it  ia  competent 
for  the  House  to  decide  what  course  they  will 
take  in  regard  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  now  ask  that  the  bill  be 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  then  I  wish  to 
make  some  explanations. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Is  it  now  in  order  to  move 
a  rejection  of  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  a  moUon  would  be  in 
order  after  the  first  rsadiag  of  the  bill. 
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The  bill  weut  then  read  the  first  time  by  its  title, 
atfifollows: 

A  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in 
constructinga  railroad  therein. 

Mr.  KBITT.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  gentlemen  allow  the 
Chair  to  state,  that  upon  the  first  reading  of  a 
bill,  the  question  shall  be,  if  it  is  then  raised , "  Shall 
it  be  received,  or  shall  it  be  rejected?" 

Mr.  STEVENS.    I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Stevens]  allow  the  Chair  to  make 
a  brief  statement?  The  Chair  recollects  precisely 
such  a  ease  as  has  now  arisen  under  his  own 
administration  during  the  lest  Congress.  A  re- 
jection of  a  bill  was  moved,  and  the  Chair  decided 
that  it  was  notdebatable.  The  House  acquiesced 
in  it,  and  the  Chair  is  not  aware  of  any  rule  that 
would  vary  that  practice. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  wish  to  say  only  a  few 
words.  Many  appeals  have  been  made  to  me 
this  morning  not  to  urge  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  at  this  time.  It  was  suggested  to  me  that  I 
was  taking  the  House  by  surprise,  and  bringing 
up  a  bill  which  legitimately  had  no  place  here. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  protgaiagninst  any  charge 
of  this  kind  made  against  my  present  coarse.  I 
am  the  lost  member  of  this  House  to  do  anything 
that  is  unfair,  I  would  not  have  introduced  this 
bill  if  It  did  not  legitimately  belong  here.  1  would 
not  take  gentlemen  by  surprise,  and  by  that  means 
effect  the  passage  of  a  bill.  God  knows  I  would 
not  be  guilty  of  doing  such  a  thing  as  that. 

But  [have  been  instructed  by  the  committee,  of 
which  I  am  a  member,  to  report  this  bill.  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  an  interest  in  the  matter — gen- 
tlemen from  the  Territory  of  Minnesota — have 
urged  and  requested  me  to  report  this  bill.  This 
morning  I  gave  these  gentlemen  my  word  that  I 
would  do  so,  and  as  a  man  and  a  gentleman,  1  am 
now  fulfilling  my  promise  to  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  nave  no  personal  interest  in  this 
bill.  It  does  not  at  all  affect  my  personal  inter- 
ests. It  does,  however,  affect  the  interests  of  my 
district,  and  those  of  the  United  States  at  large. 
It  is  one  of  those  bills,  I  think,  which  should, 
perhaps,  be  passed  in  prererence  to  any  other. 
The  interests  involved  in  it  are  not  confined  solely 
to  the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  But  providing, 
as  the  bill  does,  for  the  road  starting  from  the 
southern  boundary  ofMinnesota,  running  steaiiily 
in  the  direction  of  Lake  Superior,  it  is  calculated — 
when  the  chain,  of  which  this  is  but  a  single  link, 
shall  be  completed — it  is  calculated,  I  say,  to  give, 
and  will  give,  steam  communication  from  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  to  the  Gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  by  way 
of  the  extreme  line  of  water  communication  from 
the  heads  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Fond  du  Lac  of 
Lake  Superior. 

Let  this  bill  be  passed,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  you 
enable  men,  who  are  nowunable'to  doit, through 
their  personal  enterprise,  to  construct  this  great 
road.    Pass  this  bill,  and  the  citizens  of  this  Re- 

Eublic  will  be  able  to  pass,  for  pleasure  or  for 
usiness,  from  the  Gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  by 
way  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior,  and  the  Straits  of  St.  Marie,  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  You  may  pass  from  that  Gulf  to  the 
Atlantic,  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  by 
various  other  means  of  communication.  This  is 
a  national,  not  a  merely  local  matter. 

The  benefits  of  its  operation  will  not  be  confined 
to  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  It 
is  not  a  maiter  to  operate  to  the  personal  interests 
of  one  or  two  States  merely,  but  to  thoseof  every 
State  in  the  Union.  It  is  national — as  I  said — in 
its  objects;  and  if  I  understand  the  true  theory 
and  principles  on  this  subject,  that  theory  is,  that 
works  like  this,  which  are  national,  which  are 
extensive,  and  which  are  not  confined,  merely  to 
some  particular  portion  of  the  Union,  deserve  and 
should  receive  the  patronage  and  care  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government, 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  requested  to  explain 
the  difference  between  this  bill  and  the  other  one. 
On  this  point,  it  ia  perhapa  enough  for  me  to  say 


to  gentlemen  here  that,  while  the  other  bill  ap- 
plied  a  portion  of  it  to  Inwa,  a  portion  to  Minne- 
sota, and  a  portion  to  Wisconsin,  this  bill  is  con- 
fined to  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  alone — the 
road  beginning  at  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Territory,  and  ruling  to  St.  Paul,  a  distance 
of  about  a  hundred  miles,  and  from  thence  in  the 
inosi  feasible  route,  and  in  the  direction  of  Lake 
Superior  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  theTeeritory, 
a  nistaiMe  of  perhaps  thirty-five  miles.  Besides 
this  bill  provides  for  the  granting  of  only  five 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  acres  of 
land,  while  the  other  bill  provided  for  double  that 
quantity. 

Sir,  that  is  the  difference  between  the  two  bills. 
This  one  is  a  territorial  bill.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  other  States.  And  now,  if  gentleman  per- 
mit me,  I  would  say  that  I  desire  to  take  no  un- 
fair advantage  of  this  House  in  the  introduction  of 
the  bill.  I  have  presented  it  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  the  bill.  And  in  my 
character  as  a  citizen  of  (his  great  Republic,  as  a 
citizen  of  Michigan,  I  wish  the  bill  to  pass,  because 
it  will  contribute  to  the  general  benefit  of  all. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  demand  the  previous 
question  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Hamilton] 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  Will  the  gentleman 
yield  me  the  floor  a  moment,  before  he  makes  that 
demand. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  cannot.  I  insist  upon  my 
demand. 

Mr,  LANE.  I  then  move  that  the  House  now 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.MEACHAM.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Two  privileged  motions  are 
now  pending. 

Mr.  MEACHAM,  My  motion  will  take  pre- 
cedence of  both,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  will  take  pre- 
cedence of  the  others,  lind  is  the  first  to  be  put  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  there  were — 
yeas  77,  nays  78;  as  follows: 

YE\S — Mp^rre.  nail,  BcnnPtt,  Benson,  Brooks,  Biigf, 
Caniplwlt,  Cfirpeiiter,  Chrisman,  Colquitt,  Corwin,  Cralee, 
Crnckur,  Ciillnm.  CuttinK,  Dick.  DickinFOn,  Drum,  £d, 
mand<4,  Ttinmaa  D.  Elint,  EUieridge,  Everharr,  Fenlon- 
FlafEler,  Franklin,  GlddinKs,  Goode,  Onodrich,  Hamilton, 
Sampson  W.  Harrii,  Harriann,  Haven,  Ilnwe,  Hunt,  Inper- 
Boll,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  George  W.  Jonea,  Keilt.  Kerr,  Knnr, 
Kiirts,  Ijetcher,  Lilly,  Lyon,  Mescham,  Middleiwanh, 
Murray,  Norton,  Parker,  Peckham,  Preston,  Puryear, 
Ready,  Riddle,  Davhl  Ritchie,  RufBn,  Sapp,  Seward,  Bliaw, 
Simmons,  SnodgrasB,  Riciiard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel  O.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trout,  Tweed,  Upham, 
Wade,  Wnlley,  Walsh,  Israel  Washburn,  Wheeler,  Hea- 
drick  B.  Wright,  and  ZollicolTer— 77. 

NAYS — Mt's.'*rs.  Abcroroinbie,  Aiken,  Jnmes  C.  Allen, 
David  J.  Bail<  y,  Maitk<,  Itark^il.-ilc,  llnrry,  Hoycc,  Breckin- 
ridge,  Caskit-,  tjhurchwell,  Clark,  (Kingman,  Cobb,  Cox, 
John  O.  Davits,  Thomas  DaviK,  Dt^ncy,  Dowdetl,  Dunbar, 
Dunham,  Easnnan,  li^ddy,  Edgerton,  Ellison,  English, 
Florence,  Gnmbte,  6reen,  Greenwood,  Hendrickci,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  Houritoii,  Hughes,  JohnHon,  Rnlund  Jone«,  Kid- 
well,  Lane,  l.indcley,  Macdonnld,  MfDoujrall,  McNair, 
Macy,  Malt  u>,  Ma'ynll,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 
Millson,  Not  I  .  I  lids,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordncai  01iver,0rr, 
Bishop  Perk  I'-.  IMlclji^,  Pliillilis,  Pratt,  r.icharilsoii,  Riis- 
aell,  Seymour,  Shower,  Singleton,  Saiituel  A.  Siuilh,  Wil 
Ham  Smith,  William  R.  SmiUi,  George  W.  Smyth,  Healor 
L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  David  Stuart,  Thurston,  Vail,  War- 
ren, Ellihu  B.  Washbnme,  Wells,  John  WentwOfih,  Tap- 
pan  Weiitworlh,  and  DsnicI  B.  Wright— 78. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  ofMichigan.  Is  not  the  qnea 
tion  upon  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
next  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  that  the  Hous 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ou 
the  state  of  the  Union  takes  precedence  of  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.    Opon  th 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr,  LANE,  of  Oregon.    I  appeal  to  the  Hous* 
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to  take  iplo  confideration  the  fact  that  thi*  is  the 
last  day  act  aside  for  the  consideration  of  territo- 
rial business,  and  I  hope  (he  House  will  therefore 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resume 
the  consideration  of  bills  in  reference  to  Territo- 
ries which  are  properly  upon  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  la  it  in  order  to  move  now 
that  the  House  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAK  BR.    It  is. 

Mr.  LETCH  BR.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  1  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  c4lered. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  or  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.-  I  understand  that  the  last  vote  taken 
was  upon  a  motion  to  adjourn.  If  so,  this  motion 
is  not  now  in  order.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.  Since  that  Tote  was  taken 
business  has  been  transacted.  The  House  has 
ordered  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  a  motion  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  1  wish  to  ask  the  Chair 
a  question  for  the  purpose  of  information.  If  the 
House  sheold  now  adjourn,  will  this  bill  come  up 
for  consideration  on  Monday  morning? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chairthinks  it  would  not 
come  up,  unless  other  morning  business  should 
first  be  disposed  of.  The  Chair  is  not  very  clear 
as  to  what  its  position  will  be.  He  will  decide 
that  question  when  it  arises. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  If  the  House  should 
adjourn  now,  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the 
territorial  business  «  hich  has  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  will  indulfte 
the  Chair — for  the  motion  to  adjourn  strictly  cuts 
off  all  this  conversation — he  will  say  that  he  does 
not  recollect  what  has  been  the  practice  in  such 
eases.  They  do  not  often  occur.  H«  is,  how- 
ever, of  the  opinion  that  this  businesa  would  be 
in  order  during  the  morning  hour. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  adjourn;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas, 
88,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Menra.  Bull,  Bennett,  Benton,  Bmokii,  Bnni 
CSQipbell,  Csrpenier,  Chandler,  Ctirli>mAn,  Colquitt,  Cor- 
win,  Cruise,  Crocker,  Culloin.  Cuuliig,  Thomsi  Dsvii, 
Pick,  Oickinion,  Disney,  Drum,  Bdaiands,  Thomas  D. 
Ellm,  Eiherldxe,  Everhart,  Feiitnn,  Flagler,  Franklin, 
Olddings,  Goodricli,  Hamilton,  SBmp«on  W.  Harria,  Harri* 
eon,  Haven,  Howe,  Hufhea,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Daniel  T. 
Joneii,  Georfie  W.  Jonea,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Killredxe.  Knnz, 
Kiirrz,  Letclier,  Lilly,  Lyon,  Meacliam,  IVIiddleawarth, 
Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peekham,  Bishop 
Perkins,  Powell,  Preston,  Poryear,  Ready,  Ree«e,  David 
Kilfhie,  RufBn,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Seward,  Shaw,  Shower,  Sim- 
nioiis,  William  ^^milh,  Snndgrau,  Richard  II.  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stenliens,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tburaion,  Tracy, 
Trout,  Tweed,  Upnain,  Wade,  Walley,  Walah,  Warren, 
Wheeler,  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  ZollicofTer— 88. 

NAYS— Meiwra.  Ahercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  David 
J.  Bailey,  Banks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Boyce,  Breckinridee, 
Caskie,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Curtis,  John  O,  Davia, 
Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham.  t:at(tman,  Eddy,  Edcerton, 
John  M.  Elliott,  Elliion,  English,  Florence,  Gaml>le,  Green, 
Greenwood,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibhard,  Hou'ton,  John- 
inn,  Rolaad  Jones,  Keiti,  Lane,  Lindsli-y,  Macdnnald, 
McDougall,  McNaIr,  Maey,  Malteson,  Mayall,  John  O. 
Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Millsnn,  Noble,  Olds,  Mnrdeeai  Oli- 
ver, Orr,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pratt,  Birbardenn,  Rusaell,  Sey- 
mour, Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Oenrge  W.  Smyth,  Hestnr  L.  Stevens,  Straiton,  David 
Biuart,  Vail,  Elllhu  B.  Wa'hbume,  larsel  Washburn, 
Wells,  John  Wentwortb,  Tappan  Weniwonb,  sod  Daniel 
B.  Wright— 6>. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 
Thereupon,  at  half-past.one  o'clock,  the  House 
adjourned  until  Monday  nezt,attwelveo'clock,ra. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  .tfoy  8, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Hihrt  Sliccr. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 
THE  NEBRASKA-KANSAS  BILL. 

Mr.  DOUQLAS  presented  a  remonstrance 
signed  by  five  hundred  and  four  clergymen  of  the 
northwestsrn  Slatea  against  the  passsge  of  the 
Nebraska-Kansas  bill.  He  commented  at  some 
length  tipon  the  language  of  the  remonstrance, 
and  upon  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  clergy- 
men at  Chicseo,  held  on  the  27th  day  of  March. 
He  responded  to  the  reply  of  one  of  those  clergy- 
men to  his  letter  in  answer  to  their  proceedings, 
and  commented  on  asermon  of  Rev.  Dr.  Richard- 
son, of  Chicago,  delivered  on  the  5th  of  March. 

[The  spseeh  will  be  found  in  tiie  Appendix.] 


The  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
KXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umprnt  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  transmitting,  in  compliant^  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  of  January  last,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  legaiain 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Chili, 
in  relation  to  the  impressment  or  forcible  abduc- 
tion of  four  seamen  from  the  United  States  whale- 
ship  Addison. 

A  Senator.    Let  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  communication 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. They  can  see  whether  it  ought  to  be  printed 
or  not. 

Mr.  BELL.  Is  it  not  unusual  to  print  such 
communications? 

Mr.  UWIN.  It  may  be  unnecessary  to  print 
it.  It  is  a  very  large  document,.and  it  can  be 
printed  hereafter,  if  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  think  it  ought  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  communication  is  in  response 
to  a  resolution  which  I  offered.  Of  course  my 
object  was  to  have  it  published;  but  let  it  go.  I 
will  hereafter  make  the  motion  to  print,  if  it  be 
necessary. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  PRESIDENT  pto  temjwre  also  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 
bonds  and  other  securities  of  the  United  States, 
redeemed  since  the  3d  March.  1853;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  message  from  the  Presidenlof  the  United 
States,  communicating,  incompliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  copies  of  the  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  arrest,  at  Bremen,  of  Conrad 
Schmidt,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  arrest  at  Heidelberg  of  E.  T.  Dana,  and 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Also,  copies 
of  the  correspondence  with  the  King  of  Prussia, 
on  the  subject  of  religious  toleration;  which  waa 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  jn^lempore.  I  am  requested 
to  present  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Jo- 
seph's Railroad  Company,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  bill  granting  them  the  right  of  way  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  opposite 
St.  Joseph's  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  They  ask  no 
grant  of  exclusive  privilegea,  no  land,  no  assist- 
ance from  the  Government.  It  will  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  present  a  memorial  of  theCham- 
ber  of  Commerce,  of  New  York,  setting  forth  that 
they  regard  the  present  time  as  peculiarly  favor- 
able for  the  formation  of  treaties , with  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe,  by  which  the  rights  of  neu- 
trals shall  be  recognized  and  established,  and  for 
the  suppression  of  privateering.  The  memorial 
is  one  of  considerable  interest,  and  I  beg  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  especial  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign^elatipns.  I  move,  therefore, 
that  it  be  referred  to  tha't  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FISH  also  presented  four  remonstrances 
signed  by  citizens  or  New  York,  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  resolutions,  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Springfield,  Vermont, 
remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also.'additional  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim 
of  Leonard  Proctor;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Castleton,  Con- 
necticut, praying  the  reduction  of  ocean  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. . 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  petition  of  Dr.  S.  J. 
Anderson,  agent  of  D.  M.  Wilson  &.  Co.,  mer- 
chants, of  New  York,  preying  that  they  may  be 
indemnified  for  the  loss  of  a  certificate  held  by 
them  ii>  the  Trinity  Land  Company  for  |I0,000; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition  of 
Catherine  Dickerson,  widow  of  John  Dickerson, 
a  revolutionary  soldier,  praying  a  pension  under 
the  act  of  1838;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr,  BRODHEAD  presented  the  memorial  of 
Maria  Jones,  widow  of  Andrew  A.  Jones,  de- 
ceased, praying  compensation  for  extra  services 
rendereti  by  her  late  husband  as  inspector  of  the 
customs  at  New  York;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  the  petition  of  T.  J. 
Fox  Alden,  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
the  aid  of  Congress,  by  subscription  or  otherwise, 
to  aid  in  the  publication  of  *■  An  index  to  the  De- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Courtof  the  United  Slates;" 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  onthcJvdi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Berlin,  Connecticut, 
praying  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  ocean  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Pont  Roads. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  three  memorials  of 
citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  a 
reduction  in  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  antl 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  four  memorials  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  secure  to  American  citizens  traveling  or 
residing  abroad,  the  rights  of  religious  freedom; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slatea 
residing  in  New  York,  professing  the  Jewish  re- 
ligion, praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
to  secure  to  them  civil  and  religious  rights  when 
traveling  in  foreign  eounti^;  which  wiu  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  STUART  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Detroit,  Michigan,  praying  that  a  certain  lot  is 
that  city,  now  owned  by  the  Government,  maT 
be  designated  as  a  site  for  a  custom-house;  whica 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN;  it  waa 
Oxitrtd,  That  Jean  Deplaigne  have  leave  to  wtllUtraw 
his  petition  and  papers, 

GOVERNOR  RAHSAT. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    A  few  days  ago,  I  asked 
leave  to  withdraw  certain  papers  in  reference  to 
the  investigation  into  the  official  conduct  of  Gov- 
ernor Ramsay,  of  Minnesota,    The  Senator  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Stuart]  at  that  time  objected  t» 
the  withdrawal,  but  I  believe  he  is  now  satisfied 
that  it  is  proper  that  they  should  be  withdrawn. 
I  therefore  renew  the  motion  that  they  be  wilK- 
drawn. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  it  was 
Ordered^  That  certain  papers,  in  reference  lo  Ibe  caae  of 
Governor  Ramsay,  or  Minnesota,  be  withdrawn  from  tbe 
fliea  oTihe  Senate,  in  order  to  be  presented  atUteTceaaoiy 
Department. 

RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  ABROAD. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  wish  to  take  this  opportnnity  of 
saying,  that  some  time  since — some  four  or  five 
weeks  ago,  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  the  day — 
the  Senate,  on  mjr  motion,  were  good  enough  to 
assign  a  day,  which  has  passed,  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  motion  submitted  by  me,  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  a  report 
made  by  Mr.  Underwood  at  the  last  session,  ia 
reference  to  the  rights  of  American  citizens  to  re-  . 
ligious  freedom  abroad.  Circumstances  prevented 
me  from  taking  advantage  of  the  kindness  of  the 
Senate  on  that  occasion,  and  i  desire  now  to  have 
a  day  assigned,  on  which  I  can  state  my  views  to 
the  Senate.  It'is  immaterial  to  me  what  day  be 
fixed.  1  would  rather  it  should  not  be  very  laie; 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  other  business. 

Several  Senators.    Say  next  Monday. 

Mr,  CASS.  1  shall  be  very  happy  if  the  Sen- 
ate can  hear  me  on  the  subject  next  Monday.  I 
move,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  which  I  have  in- 
dicated, that  the  Senate  now  take  up  ray  propose 
tion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  CASS.  I  now  move  that  the  further  eoi^ 
sideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed,  and  b* 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  next  Moa> 
day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo. 
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BOOKS  FOR  MCW  MEMBKRS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  submitted  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration: 

RnotMd,  That  the  loinl  rmnlutian  nf  the  MiH  of  Peb- 
rnary,  I6M.  for  sapiMylai  new  raemben  of  thu  present  Cun- 
greM  with  nil  luch  books  of  a  public  chamctt^r  in  the  Hiime 
proportion  as  wme  rurnlshed  to  mnmbers  oreittinr  Mnn^e 
at  the  last  Cotigresa,  embracea  Mayo  and  Moulton*8  edition 
of  the  penajno  and  bounty  land  laws,  &c. ,  in  the  proportion 
of  eight  copies  to  ^ch  of  the  said  new  members,  aiid  that 
the  SMretary  of  the  Senate  sball  so  understand  and  execute 
the  said  resolution. 

COMMITTEE  CLERK. 

Mr.  NORRIS,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  oflered  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimoas  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Rtntttd,  That  the  Commitlee  Tor  the  Disutet  of  Colum- 
bia be  authociaed  to  employ  a  clerk. 

RAHSAT  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olution, and  ask  for  its  consideration  now: 

Retohtd^  That  the  report  of  the  eommlssionera  ap- 
^ntrd  liy  the  President  of  the  I7nited  Stiites  to  inrestlgate 
tile  offisial  conduct  of  Alexander  Ramsay,  lateOnvemor  of 
l^nnesou  Territory,  be  primed  for  the  use  of  Uie  Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas to  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  embrace 
the  testimony  in  the  case. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  commissioners  re- 
porlMl  the  teatimony  to  us,  and  that  is  really  what 
we  are  anxious  to  get  at. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
add  "  and  lealitnony." 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    I  arxept  the  modification. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  PRCM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  by  Mr.  Webster,  his  Secretary, 
announcing  that  he  had,  on  the  3d  instant,  ap- 
proved and  signed  the  joint  resolution  to  extend 
an  existing  contract  to  carry  the  mail  in  Alabama. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS — INDIGENT  INSANE. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
to-day  was  specially  assigned  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  returned  by  the  President  with  his 
objections.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  taken  up,  and 
disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  believe  there  is  a  prior 
special  order,  which  I,  for  one,  shall  insist  upon 
being  taken  up. 

TheTRESlOENT.  The  bill  referred  to  by 
'  the  Senator  from  California  is  not  a  special  order; 
but  its  consideration  was  postponed  until  today. 
.  Mr.  WALKER.  Then  I  object  to  proceeding 
to  its  consideration  now,  and  insist  on  taking  up 
the  special  order — the  homestead  bill. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  desire  to  remark  that  I  had  ex- 
pected, after  the  Senate  had  gone  through  the  or- 
ainary  morning  business,  to  call  up  the  message 
of  the  President,  containing  his  objections  to  the 
bill  making  a  grtflit  of  the  public  lands  to  the  sev- 
eral States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent 
insane  persons,  which  was  postponed  until  this 
morning.  But  upon  inquiry  of  several  Senators 
who  desire  to  be  heard  upon  this  question,  some 
apon  the  oae  side  and  some  upon  the  other,  I 
learn  that  they  are  not  ready  or  disposed  to  go  on 
with  the  debate  upon  it  this  morning. 

If,  however,  there  is  any  Senator  who  desires 
to  address  the  Senate  on  that  question  this  morn- 
iitg,  certainly  it  is  my  desire  that  he  shall  have  the 
opportunity,  and  that  the  bill  shall  be  taken  up 
for  that  purpose.  But  I  have  been  unable,  my- 
self, to  learn  of  any  Senator  who  desires,  at  this 
time,  to  bs  heard  upon  it.  Certainly,  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  address  the  Senate  upon  the  sutject,  if 
at  ail,  until  the  cloas  of  the  debate.  Unless  some 
intimation  of  the  sort  alluded  to  be  given  by  some 
Senator  expressing  a  desire  to  proceed  with  the 
discussion  of  that  question  this  morning,  1  take 
it,  of  course,  that  it  will  not  be  pressed  for  con- 
aideration. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  do  not  see  why  there  is  any 
necessity  for  discussion  about  that  bill.  I  think 
ws  can  vote  on  it  very  soon.  The  question  vnll 
eomeup  in  a  more  enlarged  form  on  the  discussion 
of  the  homsstMd  bill,  and  the  graduation  bill,  and 
the  substitute  offered  for  both  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter.]  They  will  afford  basis 
•noiigh  for  all  the  speeooss  thai  may  be  mads  in 


the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the  disposition  of  the 
public  lands.  1  hops  tliat  this  message  of  the 
President  will  be  taken  up, and  the  bill  voted  upon 
now.  It  is  only  one  branch  ol  an  extended  system 
of  measures  before  the  Senate;  and  I  think  we  can 
vote  upon  this.  There  is  not  a  member  of  this 
body,  in  my  opinion,  who  is  not  ready  to  vote 
upon  it.     1  hope  that  it  will  be  taken  up,  and  dis- 

fosed  of  to^lay.  If  there  is  nobody  ready  to  speak, 
doubt  not  we  are  all  ready  to  vote,  i  hope  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  taking  up  the  message,  and 
voting  upon  the  bill  which  the  President  iws 
returned  to  us  with  his  objections. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gwih  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  before, the 
Senate  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  GWIN .  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it. 

Mr.  BADGER..  The  Constitution  requires 
that  the  question  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Certainly;  it  tnust  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  question  is,  shall 
the  bill  pass,  the  President's  veto  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  until  Thursday. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  hope  the  Senator  will  say 
a  week  from  next  Monday. 

Mr.  STUART.  1  will  lake  any  day  which  the 
Senate  wish. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  and  others.  Take  the  vote  to- 
day. 

The  motion  to  postpone  until  Thursday  was 
not  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  now  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next.  This  is  a  question  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  we  should,  if  possible,  have  a  full 
Senate  here  during  our  action  upon  it  1  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  the  message  myself  before 
1  vote  upon  it,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  it 
now.  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Senate,  to  the  Pres- 
ident, and  to  the  country,  that  the  msssaee  should 
be  maturely  considered.  I  therefore  move  that 
it  be  postponed  until  Monday  next.  If  that 
should  be  any  interference  with  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  the  day  can  be  given  to  him.  I  have 
no  objection  to  that.  I  will  then  be  willing  to 
lake  It  up,  discuss  it,  and  vote  upon  it,  without 
laving  it  down  again;  but  I  think  a  great  deal  of 
allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  Senators,  as  the 
veto  message  has  only  been  laid  upon  our  tables 
this  morning. 

M  r.  HUNTER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  <Vom 
North  Carolina  whether  it  would  not  do  to  post- 
pone it  until  Wednesday,  so  that  we  might  take 
up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  to^lay  and  to- 
morrow, and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  con- 
sult the  wishes  of  the  Senate,  and  to  say  Wednes- 
day next. 

Mr.  GWIN.  If  we  postpone  it  at  all,  I  hope 
it  will  be  until  Monday  next,  so  that  we  can  do 
something  in  the  intervening  time  besides  acting 
on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  I  hope  we  may 
have  time  enough  to  dispose  of  another  bill,  and 
therefore  I  desire  the  Senator  to  adhere  tp  his  ori- 
ginal motion.  We  have  just  voted  down>i  motion 
to  postpone  until  Thursday  next,  and  now  the 
motion  is  to  postpone  until  Wednewlay. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  should  like  to  get  a  day  to 
suit  the  Senate,  and  I  named  Monday  at  first,  and 
afterwards  altered  it.  I  am  willing  to  do  almost 
anything  for  the  sake  of  compromise. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  wish  to  say  that  ths  Senate  has 
already  decided  to  take  up  the  subject  on  which  I 
desire  to  address  the  body,  and  hear  me  on  Mon- 
day next.  An  hour  anti  a  half  on  Monday  will 
be  all  that  I  shall  desire. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Then  I  say  to-morrow  week. 

The  PRESI  DENT.  The  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  moves  to  postpone  the  considsration  of 
the  subject  until  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  hope  that  will  not  be  done. 
If  we  postpone  it  until  to-morrow  week,  another 
movement  will  be  made  to  give  precedence  to  some 
fiavorite  measure  having  a  majority  of  the  body  in 
its  favor.  I  think  it  but  respectful  to  the  Pres- 
idsnt,  I  think  it  is  due  to  him,  and  to  the  subject, 
that  we  should  proceed  to  discuss  and  dispose  at 
once  of  the  bill  which,  it  sscms  to  me,  is  before 
the  Senate,  according  to  the  Constitution,  at  least. 
If  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  will 
say  tliat  he  is  not  prepared  now  U>  discuss  the 


measure,  I  am  sure  that  he  eouM  be  prepartd  on 
the  next  day  afler  to-monow.  I  can  see  no  ooea- 
sion  for  this  long  postponement,  and  I  wish  to 
vote  upon  the  measure.  The  bill  has  come  back, 
Mid  it  is  now  upon  your  table;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  one  which  directly  addresses  itself  to  the 
Senate  now.    1  would  not,  however,  require  any 

fentleman  tn  go  on  if  he  says  he  is  not  prepared, 
wish  to  submit  some  remarks  myself  upon  the 
subject,  and  especially  do  I  wish  to  vote  upon  the 
bill.  It  may  be  that  if  it  is  postponed  until  Mon- 
day, I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity  to  give  a 
vote.  I  am  perfedMy  willing  to  postpone  fos  an- 
other day  ita  consideration,  but  beyond  that  I  can 
see  no  occasion  for  postponing  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  is  inconceivable  to  me  how 
the  immediate  reconsideration  of  the  bill  which 
has  been  returned  to  us  can  be  urged  upon  the 
ground  that  respect  to  the  President  requires  it. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  we  have  had  the  printed 
copies  of  the  President's  message  only  just  laid 
upon  our  tables  this  morning.  It  is  sent  here  for 
our  consideration;  the  bill  is  to  be  reconsidered  in 
connection  with  the  President's  objections,  and 
these  objections  ought  to  be  met.  Those  of  us 
who  may  not  agree  with  the  President  ought  to 
have  an  opportunity,  and  it  is  respectful  to  him, 
to  examinetheseobjeciionscarerully,and  see  how 
far  they  are  supported  by  the  past  history  and 
opinions  of  the  eminent  statesmen  of  the  Republic. 
It  is  due  to  us  and  to  him  that  we  should  thus  be 
enabled  to  investigate  the  grounds  of  his  objec- 
tions. The  President's  message  places  us  in  the 
position  of  having  voted  for  an  unconstitutional 
measure,  and  we  should,  thsreforr,  certainly  have 
an  opportunity  to  give  a  full  consideration  to'  his 
reasons  forobjecUng  to  it.  However,  sir,  1  have  no 
sort  of  objection  to  any  day  that  may  suit  the 
Senate.  I  yielded,  in  the  first  place,  to  Monday, 
on  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  California, 
anil  I  varied  it  to  Tuesday  at  the  suggestion  of  ths 
Senator  from  Michigan.  The  mauer  resu  with 
the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
postponement  of  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
until  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  we  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
this  lull  St  as  early  a  period  as  practicable;  but  when 
a  Senator  rises  in  his  place  upon  this  4our,  and 
desires  time  for  consideration  that  he  may  prepare 
for  the  debate,  that  alters  the  case  entirely.  I 
have  never  known  an  application  of  the  sort  re- 
jected. It  is  always  given  to  a  Senator  in  such  a 
case.  The  honorable  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina says  that  he  desires  to  submit  some  remarks 
to  the  Senate,  and  he  desires  a  little  longer  time 
to  prepare  himself.  There  are  other  Senators 
who  also  desire  to  speak  on  the  subject.  This 
being  the  cose,  I  think  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  ought  to  be  postponed.  While  I  am  for 
proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  message 
with  all  reasonable  dispatch,  I  cannot  agree  to 
deny  any  Senator  ample  opportunity  to  prepare 
himself.  It  is  a  highly  important  subject,  and  I 
shall  bs  extremely  nappy  to  hear  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  of  North  Carolina  upon  it.  I  trust, 
sir,  that  we  will  not  withhold  that  mark  of  respect 
which  is  due  to  the  Senator  and  to  all  Senators. 
We  should  hear  their  ressons,  though  I  admit 
that  we  should  not  overslaugh  it  for  other  pur- 
poses. Sir,  I  maintain  that  we  are  considering 
the  subject,  and  are  paying  all  due  respect  to 
the  President,  when  Senators  are  preparing  them- 
sslves  to  discuss  the  message.  I  shall  now  vote 
for  the  longest  time — Tuesday  week.  I  see  noth- 
ing unreasonable  in  that. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  understood  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolinadistinctly  to  indicate,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, until  suggestions  came  from  other  sources, 
that  he  was  perfectly  prepared  to  go  on  un  Mon- 
day next,  or  the  day  after  to-jnorrow;  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  from  the  consideration  which  he  has 
given  to  the  subject,  and  the  consideration  which 
he  can  give  it  within  the  next  two  days,  with  his 

firomptness  and  with  his  habitual  manner  of  de- 
iberation  upon  matters  of  this  kind,  the  Senator 
would  give  the  subject  as  full  a  consideration  the 
day  after  to-morrow  as  he  would  two  months 
from  this  time.  I  would  not  deny  to  him,  or 
to  any  Senator  who  asks  it,  anything  like  a 
courtesy;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  that,  in  some 
msasun,  my  views  upon  this  subjea  are  inflaaacad 
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by  theaoggeaiion  mad*  by  him  tb«  otherday ;  for 
I  undcratood  from  him  that  he  thought  uaage  and 
propriety  required  that  we  ahoald  at  onre,  aa  far 
•■  Senatora  could  do  so  with  propriety,  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  rneasafce;  and  now  I  ondj^- 
•tand,  upon  the  suggestion,  not  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  but       »• 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  say  that  the  idea  which  I  expressed  was  that 
when  the  message  came  in  we  should  proceed  to 
the  conaideralion  of  it;  not,  aa  I  said,  in  hot  haste, 
but  that  we  should  conaider  ourselTea  obliged  to 
eo  into  the  consideration  of  it  with  reasonable 
dispatch;  and  1  aubmitto  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina  whether  there  is  anything  now  unrea- 
«ooable  in  postponing  the  question  when  a  Sena- 
tor on  this  floor  announces  that  he  desires  time  to 
prepare  himself  to  address  the  Senate  apon  it?  I 
repeat,  that  while  he  and  other  Senators  are  aotu- 
«lly  studying  the  subject  and  preparing  themselves 
to  address  the  Senate,  the  Senate  is  considering 
the  sobjeet  all  the  time,  and  we  should  yield  to 
them  what  they  now  ask. 

Mr.  BADOCR.  I  desire  to  say  one  word  in 
reply  to  my  friend  from  South  Carelina.  I  could, 
as  he  says,  go  on  on  Wednesday,  but  I  should 
not  have  that  opportunity  for  preparation  which  I 
desire.    That  is  what  I  meant  to  intimate. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
•ubject  until  Tuesday  week  waa  lost,  by  a  vote  on 
•  divtaion — ayes  19,  noes  23. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Now  postpone  it  until  Wed- 
nesday. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  now  on 
postponing  the  consideration  of  the  aubject  until 
Weuneaday. 

Mr.  DODGE.  I  trust  that  that  motion  will  be 
tigreed  to  by  common  consent.  The  Senator 
fit>m  North  Carolina  is  the  last  Senator  to  whom 
I  would  deny  a  courtesy.  He  has  announced  that 
be  wishes  some  time  to  prepare  himself  to  address 
the  Senate.  Courtesy,  tJten,  I  think,  reauires  that 
we  should  give  him  that  time,  which  I  think  is 
reasonable. 

Mr.  BOTLER.  I  will  yield  to  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  as  much  as  to  any  other  gentleman. 
If  he  wishes  to  speak,  and  is  preparea  to  speak 
on  Wednesday,  ne  can  go  on.  If  I  have  any- 
thing to  say,  I  would  as  soon  say  it  on  that  day 
•s  on  any  other,  though  I  would  prefer  to  hear 
what  others  have  to  say  first.  I  know  that  there 
are  others  who  are  perfectly  prepared  to  speak  on 
the  subject;  so  that,  so  far  as  regards  that,  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  if  he  desires,  can 
hare  the  opportunity  to  speak  then,  or  be  can  post- 
pone his  remarks  for  eight  or  ten  daya.  If  ne  is 
not  then  prepared,  perhaps  some  other  Senator 
can  then  speak. 

The  motion  to  postpone  until  Wednesday  was 
agreed  to. 

PACrPIC  RAILROAD  BILL. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Pacific  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  will  be  taking  up  that 
bill  out  of  its  order  on  the  Calendar,  because  the 
homestead  bill  is  the  first  special  order;  and  I  feel 
bound  to  insist  upon  the  consideration  of  that 
special  order. 

Mr.  OWIN.  A  majority  of  the  Senate,  I  sup- 
pose, san  determine  upon  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia moves  to  poatpon*  all  prior  orders  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  for  consideration  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
take  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  and  let  us 
finish  It.  Wednesday  next  has  been  fixed  for 
the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  which  has  been 
vetoed.  It  is  impossible  that  we  can  dispose 
either  of  the  homestead  bill  or  of  the  Pacific  rail- 
road bill  by  that  time,  but  I  believe  we  can  dis- 
pose of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  1  hope  the 
Senate  will  take  it  up. 

Mr.  OWIN.  I  appeal  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  [Mr.  Sebaitiam,] 
whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  getting  through 
with  the  Indian  appropriation  billto-morrow ?  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  are  to  be  four  or  five  days ' 
debate  on  that  bill  yet;  and  this  other  measure 
presenu  a  much  more  important  question ,  and  de- 
serves some  consideration.  I  hope  that  the  motion 
which  I  havs  nuid*  will  prevail.    The  Indian  ap- 


propriation bill  is  not  pressing  for  immediate  ac- 
tion. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  Senator  from  California 
IS  correct,  that  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  will 
consume  the  whole  of  two  days,  it  certainly  must 
follow  that  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  will  consume  a 
great  deal  more  than  that;  and  inasmuch  as  I  hdid 
the  consideration  of  the  homestead  bill  paramount 
to  either  of  them,  or  both  of  them,  1  shall  vote 
against  each  proposition.  If  his  argument  is  true, 
I  will  vote  against  proceeding  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  or  of  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill,  and  will  vote  to  take  up  the  first  sps- 
cial  order,  which  is  the  homestead  bill. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  1  think  the  homestead 
bill  has  been  scarcely  fairly  treated  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  the  first  bill  which  was  made  a  special  order 
for  consideration  a  long  time  ago,  and  it  has  been 
postponed  from  time  to  time  to  suit  the  conveni- 
ence of  one  thing  and  another  until  it  has  almost 
become  an  habitual  motion,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  postpone  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing,  so  far  as  I 
can  by  my  action,  to  consult  the  wishes  and  con- 
venience of  every  Senator  who  desires  to  address 
the  Senate  upon  any  topic;  but  if  it  is  a  mere 
queation  between  measures,  while  I  desire  to  sus- 
tain both  thsse  propositions,  so  far  as  I  can,  I  hold 
the  homestead  bill  paramount  to  both  of  them  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  shall  vote  to  give  precedence 
to  the  homestead  bill  overall  others;  and  my  prin- 
cipal reaoon  for  doing  so  is,  that  I  conceive  it  to 
be  intimately  connected  in  principle  with  the  bill 
which  has  been  vetoed  bythe  President;  and  while 
we  are  considering  the  one,  we  are  necessarily  con- 
sidering the  other.  All  the  main  principles  in- 
volved in  the  one  bill  «r«  involved  in  the  other. 
You  cannot  discuss  the  homestead  bill  without 
discussing  the  principles  involved  in  the  veto  mes- 
sags.  Nor  can  you  discuss  the  veto  message 
without  discussing^  the  principles  involved  in  the 
homestead  bill.  Every  argument  which  gentle- 
men hava  employed  tnia  rooming  to  show  that 
we  ought  to  take  up  the  veto  message  atoncegoes 
to  convince  me  that  we  ought  to  take  up  the  home- 
stead bill.  It  is  not  so  much  that  we  shall  con- 
sider the  message  itself  as  that  we  shall  consider 
the  principles  involved  in  the  message,  the  princi- 
ples put  forth  in  it;  and  if  the  principles  involve<) 
in  the  message  shall  be  sustained  by  the  Senate, 
then,  aa  a  matter  of  course,  the  homestead  bill 
must  go  by  the  board.  If  thoae  principles  are  not 
sustained,  we  may  yet  pass  the  homestead  bill. 
My  respect  for  the  President,  among  other  things, 
induces  me  to  say  that  I  shall  prefer  the  taking  up 
of  the  homestead  bill  to  all  other  things;  and 
while  considering  that,  we  may  consider  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  the  message  of  the  President. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  suppose  the  question  will 
be  taken  on  the  propositions  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  made.  Have  the  yeas  and  nays  been 
called  for?  ' 

The  PRESIDENT.    They  have  not. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  vote 
down  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from 
California,  and  take  up  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  If  my  proposition  is  voted  down, 
the  homestead  bill  should  come  up  of  course. 
Every  Senator  knows  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
homestead  bill,  but  I  regard  the  Pacific  railroad  bill 
as  one  of  great  importance,  and  I  have  it  especially 
committed  to  my  chaige.  1  do  not  think  there  is 
any  necessary  conflict  between  the  friends  of  the 
Pacific  railroad  and  the  friends  of  the  homestead 
bill.  Some  of  the  best  friends  of  the  one  are  the 
friends  of  the  other.  I  have  not  been  instrumental 
Jn  postponing  the  homestead  bill  on  any  occasion. 
I  am  very  anxious  that  there  should  be  action  upon 
it.  1  introduced  a  homestead  bill  into  the  Senate 
at  a  very  early  day  in  the  session,  and  desire  to 
have  action  upon  the  subject.  But  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill  has  alao  been  pending  from  an  early 
day,  and  I  am  very  anxious  to  get  it  acted  upon. 
I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  my  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  California .  T  have 
voted  at  all  time*  to  bring  his  measure  on;  but  I 
think  that  under  the  circumstances  the  homestead 
bill  is  the  roost  important.  I  therefore  ahall  prefer, 
as  fitr  as  my  vote  goes,  to  bring  that  up.  We  have 
attempted  it  session  after  session.  Session  after 
Msaion  it  WMOCto  paaa  by  the  Senate  without  our 


getting  at  it.  I  agree  with  those  who  are  in  fiivor 
of  it,  that  now  is  the  lime  to  bring  it  forward,  and 
1  may  be  allowed  to  expreoa  the  regret  tliat  I  feel, 
in  common  with  many  others,  at  the  loss  which 
thia  country  experience*  in  the  absence  of  fhe 
eminent  statesman  from  MassachusetU.  If  he 
were  here  this  day,  he  would  be  aa  warm  an  advo- 
cate of  this  bill  as  any  other  person  upon  this  floor. 
He  would  be  one  of  those  who  would  strongly 
urge  the  consideration  of  this  hill — its  conaider- 
alion as  one  of  the  utmost  importance. 

In  regard  to  the  veto  message,  I  am  dssirous  of 
voting  upon  the  reconsideration  of  that  bill;  but  I 
concur  fully  with  others,  that  there  is  no  disrespect 
in  postponing  it  for  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  Senators  an  opportunity  of  preparing  them- 
selves for  its  consideration.  I  have  no  question 
about  the  veto;  none  at  all.  I  voted  againat  the  bill 
from  the  commencement.  As  to  the  reasoning  of  tha 
veto  message,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  it.  I  have  not  read  it.  I  understand 
it  haa  been  laid  upon  ourtablea  only  this  morning. 
I  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  say  anything  upon 
the  reaaons  that  are  given  for  the  veto;  but,  so  far 
as  respecM  the  measure,  I  fully  support  and  ap- 
prove of  the  veto,  and  am  ready  to  vote  upon  it. 
Under  the  circumstances,  however,  I  shall  now 
vote  for  teking  up  the  homeetead  bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  ahall  vote  forteking up  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill,  for  this  reaaon:  1  find  that  tha 
Senator  from  Michigan,  and  the  Senator  from 
California,  and  other  Senators,  who  have  this 
morning  entered  into  a  vindication  of  the  home- 
stead bill,  say  that  that  bill  does  not  come  within 
the  principle  of  the  veto.  If  it  does  not,  then,  of 
course,  it  would  be  up  for  discussion,  and  perhaps 
a  very  wide  discussion.  If  it  does  come  within 
the  principle  laid  down  by  the  veto,  as  I  observed 
the  other  day,  there  can  b^o  necessity  for  dis- 
cussing that  measure  until  ^e  discuss  the  veto; 
and,  if  the  veto  shall  be  susteined  by  the  majority 
of  this  body,  of  course,  if  the  homestead  bill  is 
within  its  principle,  it  would  go  down;  but,  as  it 
does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 

Mr.  CA3S.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  I 
have  not  expressed  any  opinion  as  to  whether  it 
comes  within  the  veto  or  not.  I  have  not  read 
the  veto  message,  and  therefore  cannot  say 
whether  it  comes  within  it  or  noc  I  cannot  pas* 
any  opinion  upon  the  principles  contained  in  it; 
bat  so  far  as4he  application  of  the  veto  to  the  bill 
making  a  grant  of  public  land*  to  the  hinatic  asy- 
lums is  concerned,  I  think  I  con  support  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  other  Senators  made  no 
explanation  of  that  kind;  and  I  had  thought  that, 
if  the  veto  did  cover  the  homestead  bill,  it  waa 
an  unneoessary  consumption  of  time  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  discuss  that  measure  too. 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  my  friend  from  Georgia 
will  allow  me,  I  think  the  onlv  way  to  settle  that 
difliculty  would  be  to  pass  the  homestead  bill,  and 
then  send  it  to  the  President,  and  see  whether  he 
will  apply  the  same  reasoning  to  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  Of  course,  as  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  believes,  that  the  homestead  bill 
fells  within  the  principles  of  the  veto,  he  wouM 
not  consume  the  time  of  the  country  by  discussing 
that  bill. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  may  vote  for  the  bill.  If  I 
should  vote  against  it,  it  will  certeinly  not  b*  OD 
constitutional  ground. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Then,  as  the  Senatoia  have 
expressed  their  opinion  as  to  this  bill  eomine 
within  the  principles  of  the  veto  message,  I  ahaU 
vote  for  the  motion  of  the  bonomble  Sewtor  from 
California. 

The  question  being  teken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
Mr.  Gwik's  motion,  resulted — yeas  13,  nays  34 — 
as  follows: 

YE  A3— Mewn.  Bell,  BnMRieail,  Dammi,  Gwin,  Janwa, 
Morion,  Norria,  8>-tKuliiin,  SHdKll,  ThoBipaoB  of  Kea- 
lucky.  Toiicfy,  Wrflcr,  simI  William"— 13. 

NAYH — Munrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Brown,  BmleL  Cass, 
ChaM,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dml^e  i>f  Iowa,  ■Rvaiw,  Flm,  Flta- 
palrick.  Fool,  Muiiler,  Jobnton,  Joqm  of  lows,  MsllOfy, 
Fearcc,  Peuii,  Stuart,  Suiuocx,  Tooaiba,  Wade,  aiia 
Walker— 34. 

So  the  motion  was  loat. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bomeatead  bili. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  SrvAnri* 
the  chair.)    That  is  the  first  special  order. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Does  it  come  op  wilhoat  « 
motion? 
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The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  ia 
of  opinion  that  it  does,  uiileiia  a  motioa  is  made 
to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  postpone  that 
Sfiteial  order  until  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  beg  leave  reapectrally  to  say 
that  I  hope  such  a  motion  will  not  prevail.  The 
homestead  bill  has  been  postponed  from  day 
to  day,  from  time  to  lime,  until  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Senate  does  not  mean  to  act  upon  it  at  all. 
I  respectfully  appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen  if 
this  is  treatmg  with  fairness  a  bill  to  which  the 
country  certamly  looks  with  some  degree  of  inter- 
est? If  we  intend  tQ  defeat  the  bill,  let  us  come  up 
to  it  and  defeat  it  like  men,  and  not  kill  it  by  post- 
poning it,  first  for  a  week,  then  for  two  weeks, 
then  for  three  weeks,  and  th  is  get  clear  of  it  under 
varirius  pretexts.  This  is  no  measure  that  is  sud- 
denly sprung  upon  us.  Ii  has  been  before  Con- 
gress, in  some  shape,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  and  we  cannot  disguise  from  ourselves,  if  we 
would,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  theAmerican 
people  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  it,  and  they  are 
looking  with  very  great  anxiety  to  the  action  of 
the  Senate  upon  the  miestion,  seeing  that  the  bill 
has  twice  passed  the  House,  and  now  only  needs 
the  ratification  of  the  Senate  to  become  a  law. 
They  will  expect  us  to  act  upon  it  in  some  way; 
and  I  know  of  no  better  time  than  now  to  come 
et^uare  up  and  meet  the  question  responsibly. 
Either  pass  the  bill  or  reject  it,  and  let  ib€  coun- 
try know  where  we  stand.  I  am  as  welt  prepared 
now  as  I  shall  be  at  any  other  lime  either  to  ex- 
press my  views  or  to  give  a  vote  upon  it.  The 
anxiety  which  prevails  all  around  manifests  to  us 
in  no  mistakable  terms  that  gentlemen  are  pre- 
pared to  vote  or  speak  upon  it.  I  would  not  pre- 
cipitate a  final  vote  upon  it  until  gentlemen  have 
expressed  their  views.  But  why  postpone  it? 
The  Senator  from  Virginia  assigns  no  reason  for 
doingso.  If  this  were  the  first  application  topost- 
pone  it,  I  would  say,  very  well;  let  it  be  post- 
poned. But  it  is  neither  the  first,  second,  nor 
third  application.  Every  time  it  comes  up,  there 
ia  something  more  important  than  it  in  the  way. 
I  want  the  bill  acted  upon,  and  I  want  a  final  vote 
of  the  Senate  upon  it,  so  that  we  may  either  pass 
it,  or  reject  it;  and  I  shall  sieadfaatly,  from  this 
time  forward,  vote  against  postponing  it,  unless 
there  should  be  some  sufficient  reason  assigned 
why  it  should  be_postponed, 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  DAWtoN]  made  a  statement 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  Chamber  do  not  think  that  the 
homestead  bill  falls  within  the  principle  and  the 
reasoning  of  the  veto.  For  one,  sir,  I  think  it 
does  fall  within  that  reasoning,  and  is  liable  to  the 
objections  stated  by  the  President  in  his  veto. 
Admitting  that  there  is  a  difiference  of  opinion  on 
this  point,  it  is  obviously  proper  that  we  should 
consider  both  measures  at  the  same  time.  There- 
fore, 1  will  vote  for  the  postponement.  If  a  por- 
tion of  the  reasoning  in  the  veto  message  is  good 
against  the  insane  bill,  it  is  also  good  against  the 
homestead  bill;  therefore,  I  think  that  the  discus- 
sion in  regard  to  our  land  system,  which  we  must 
have,  and  for  which  gentlemen  are  preparing  them- 
selves, had  better  be  all  at  once  on  tne  veto  mes- 
sage; and  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  postpone- 
ment, 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  hope  that  the  homestead  bill 
will  be  taken  up.  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
profession  in  favor  of  that  measure  in  this  body 
without  much  practice,  and  i  rail  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  postponement.  It  ia  well  known 
that  the  motion  to  postpone  is  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
a  measure  that  is  not  pressing.  It  may  be  passed 
two  months  hence,  and  that  will  be  time  enough 
for  the  public  service.  Eiery  individual  who 
votes  for  the  postponement  I  shall  look  upon  as 
an  enemy  to  the  homestead  bill,  and  as  being  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  consideration  of  thatquea- 
tioa.  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  we  are 
going  to  consider  it.  If  the  homestead  bill  has  as 
many  friends  as  there  are  professions  in  this  body, 
we  can  pass  the  House  bill  as  it  came  to  us; 
af)d  I  intend  to  vote  for  it  in  that  form,  and  against 
every  amendment,  I  do  not  believe  it  comes 
within  the  veto  message  sent  to  us  by  the  Presi- 
dent. It  is  an  entirely  different  measure,  and, 
whether  it  ia  or  not,  I  shall  vote  on  the  tattmare 
as  my  judgment  dictates. 


Now,  Mr.  President,  I  hops  the  homestead  bill 
will  be  taken  up,  and  I  hope  that  an  adroit  minority 
cannot  defeat  two  great  measures — the  Pacific  rail- 
road and  the  homestead  bills — by  fighting  one 
against  the  other.  I  hope  that  the  trieiids  of  these 
two  bills  will  not  have  any  collision.  1  know  that 
there  is  a  majority  of  llie  body  in  favor  of  each; 
and  now  1  am  in  »ivor  of  taking  up  the  homestead 
bill,  and  considering  it.  If  a  majority  are  in  favor 
of  it,  the  Senate  can  pass  it.  If  not,  the  sooner  we 
know  it  the  better. 

Mr.JOUMSON.  The  Senator  from  Caliibrnia 
hopes  the  friends  of  these  bills  will  not  come  in 
collision  with  each  other.  1  am  not  at  present 
among  that  number;  but  my  honorable  friend 
from  California — and  1  never  use  the  term  friend 
consciously  without  feeling  it  sincerely — saya  that 
a  great  many  profeasions  of  friendship  are  made 
in  this  body  for  the  homestead  bill.  His  remarks 
convey  an  implication  of  condemnation,  of  cen- 
sure, and  worse,  of  suspicion  of  the  sincerity  of 
Senators,  and  their  declarations  in  regard  to  this 
measure.  That  is  ths  construction  which  his 
language  bears. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Thatisnottheimpression  which 
I  wanted  to  convey.  Isaid  this,  that  if  the  home- 
stead bill  had  as  many  friends  on  this  fioor  as  we 
had  seen  public  profeaaiona  for  it,  we  can  take  it 
up,  and  we  can  pass  it;  and  if  we  do  not  take  it 
up,  certainly  there  ia  more  atrength  in  profeasion 
than  in  practice. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  ExacUy.  Sull  the  declara- 
tion of  the  gentleman  goes  to  the  country  convey- 
ing the  idea  as  1  have  embodied  it;  and  that  idea 
bears  with  it  unquestionably  arefiection  upon  the 
sincerity  and  truthfulness  of  gentlemen  upon  this 
door  in  their  declarations — not  with  an  intention 
or  will  to  do  so  ofi«nsively,  1  grant  and  know; 
but  the  leporis,  when  they  are  made,  must  show 
that  to  be  the  only  rational  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  his  remarks. 

The  Senator  says,  further,  that  he  is  opposed  to 
this  kind  of  delay  any  longer.  He  is  not  willing 
to  permit  an  adroit  minority  any  longer  to  defeat 
the  bill.  What  is  an  adroit  minority,  taken  in 
connection  with  his  remarks?  An  insincere  body 
of  men,  inferior  in  number  and  in  strength,  at- 
tempting, by  parliamentary  maneuvers,  to  control 
and  destroy  the  action  of  the  deliberative  body  of 
which  they  are  membera.  I  appeal  to  every  gen- 
tleman upon  this  floor  if  this  n  not  the  manifest 
construction  that  will  be  put  upon  bis  language? 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  spoks  of  an  adroit  minority 
fighting  one  measure  againat  another,  and  fighting 
with  skill;  fighting  the  Pacific  railroad  ami  the 
homestead  bill  against  esich  other — and  I  think 
that,  if  by  a  vote  to  postpone,  the  minority  can 
postpone  this  bill  and  get  up  such  a  eollisioo,  they 
would  be  exceedingly  adroit.  That  is  the  amount 
of  iU 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Sir,  whenever  I  am  for  a 
measure  I  shall  contend  for  it  strongly ,  and  when- 
ever I  am  opposed  to  it  it  is  my  right  to  resist  it 
by  all  the  legitimate  and  authorizea  rules  that  are 
made  to  secure  just  and  wise  legialation.  I  sup- 
pose that  to  be  the  feeling  and  ths  will  of  every 
man  who  is  a  member  of  this  body.  It  is  sudi, 
so  far,  at  least,  as  I  am  concerned;  and  if  it  is  not 
with  every  one,  then  the  dissenting  member  has 
rights  here  which  he  either  does  not  understand 
or  does  not  choose  to  exercise. 

Now,  sir,  to  paaa  from  that — there  is  a  good 
deal  of  assumption  here,  I  think,  in  regard  to  the 
homestead  bill,  upon  ths  part  of  its  especial  advo- 
cates; at  this  moment  a  good  deal  of  arrogstion, 
if  I  may  uae  that  word< — a  good  deal  of  arroga- 
ting to  themaelvea  aa  the  particular  friends  of  the 
measure,  and  as  to  the  rights  of  this  particular 
bill;  and  my  honorable  friend  again,  (for  I  have 
yet  another,  I  think,)  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Brown,]  says  that  yon  do  not  dsal  fairly  by  it, 
but'you  postpone  it  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and 
next  week,  and  the  week  afXar,  and  will  postpone 
it  to  death,  and  thus  it  has  been  always,  whilst 
all  that  remains  to  be  done  is  a  vote  of  the  Senate 
to  take  it  up,  and  a  vote  to  pass  it,  and  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President,  and  then  it  will  become  a 
law.  Well,  air,  it  never  had  much  more  to  do  at 
the  outset.  [Laughter.]  A  vote  in  ths  House  of 
Repreaentativea  conatilutea  the  residue  of  any 
legislative  action. 

But,  sir,  what  right  has  my  honorable  iriend  to 
complain  so  biuerly  at  extraordinary  delay,  and 
to  introduce  the  last  wedc,  and  another  wseki  and. 


the  week  before,  and  ths  declaration  that  h» 
does  not  know  how  long  it  will  continue  to  bs 
ddaysd,or  by  whom  or  what?  By  fairness?  Oh, 
no.  It  is  ail  unfair  to  the  country.  This  is  & 
matter  about  which  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  interest,, 
forsooth.  It  is  a  matter,  forsooth,  which  must 
override  everything  else.  Sir,  is  there  nothinfc 
else  of  interest  before  this  body  but  the  homestead 
bill?  Sir,  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  is  a  mecusurS' 
that  is  called  for,  to  be  piused  in  the  regular  prog- 
ress of  the  business  of  this  Government.  The 
day  is  near  at  hand  when  that  call  becomes  im- 
perative. Our  treaty  obligMioos  are  suffering,  our 
treaty  stipulations  must  be  fulfilled,  and  our  guar- 
antees to  the  Indiana  already  call  for  the  passage 
of  this  bill. 

There  is  no  question  about  this.  Then,  hers 
is  the  President^  veto,  alleged  to  involve  many  of 
the  same  questions  which  are  involved  in  ths 
homestead  oill.  Those  gentlemen  who  wish  to 
discuss  these  several  matters,  and  others  of  equally 
great  importance,  may  just  as  well  cry  out  against 
the  extraordinary  delay, and  declaim  against  the 
adroitness  used  in  defeating  their  judgment,  and 
their  wishes  in  matters  that  they  consider  of  equal 
or  much  grealsr  importance.  All  this  talk  about 
the  peculiar  claims  on  the  part  of  the  homestead 
bill  to  a  prompt,  and,  if  needs  be,  a  prolonged 
consideration  in  preference  to  everything  else,  is 
mere  stuff,  and  is  the  veriest  stuff  so  far  as  it  goes 
to  the  establishment  of  anv  supremacy  for  the 
homestead  bill  to  the  right  or  immediate  coneider- 
ation  over  every  and  all  other  measures  before- 
this  body.     > 

There  are  not  only  the  measures  I  have  enum- 
erated now  depending  before  this  body;  there  is 
alss  the  measure  which  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia has  himself  in  charge;  and,  by  the  way,  I 
never  was  before  aware  that  that  sentleman  was 
an  advoGate,so  very  strenuous  and  impatient,  for  • 
the  homestead  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  introduced  it  at  a  very  early 
day  of  the  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Let  the  honor  of  it,  then,  bs 
to  him<  I  have  no  objection.  Now,  sir,  in  re- 
gard to  the  homestead  bill,  1  was  for  it  myself 
sincerely.  I  supported  it,  and  have  supported  it 
for  several  years;  but  in  the  present  phase  of 
things,  I  «m  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  it  at  all, 
or  to  say  that  I  will  support  it.  Because,  if  it 
was  forced  Upon  me  to-day,  I  should  vote  against 
it.  Why  ?  Because  just  at  thia  time  it  ia  tinc- 
tured, to  a  degree,  from  its  tneiit<a6(e  <(%els,  and 
under  the  peculiar  circumatancea,  so  strongly 
with  abolitioniam,  that  I  cannot,  for  one,  bring 
myaelf,  as  a  representative  on  this  floor  from  the 
South,  for  one  moment  to  think  of  permitting  it 
to  pass  this  body,  and  become  a  law.  Why) 
Very  succinctly  to  state  it,  there  is  evidence  palpa- 
ble each  day  that  this  billis  being  pressed  through 
with  unusual  anxiety,  and  as  if  for  lifeand  death. 
The  bill  has  been  six  or  eight  years  in  Congress, 
and  a  large  part  of  thisanxiety  is  unquestionably  * 
new-born. 

Here  are  the  facts  as  I  find  them.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  extinquishing  titles  to  lands  that  lie  west 
of  Missouri  and  Iowa.  When  the  rights  of  the 
Indians  are  extinguished,  and  they  are  removed, 
all  that  country  Mcomes  open  to  settlement,  and 
the  people  will  remove  into  it  with  or  without  on 
organised  government.  Yet  it  is  a  faa  that  the 
Missouri  restriction  exists  there  at  this  time,  and 
that  our  southern  people  cannot  go  there  for  that 
reason,  even  if  they  desired  to  do  so.  if  you 
pass  the  homestead  bill  in  the  face  of  these  facts, 
you  bid  a  premium  to  all  the  beilanoe  of  the  world 
to  fill  up  and  settle  that  country,,  only  excluding 
my  constituency,  if  then  you  reject  or  delay  the 
paassge  of  the  tenitorial  bills  for  two  or  three 
years,  you  settle  the  question  invtrived  in  those 
territorial  bills  practically ,  and  by  a  law  which  has 
a  highsr  force  than  the  enactment  of  the  Wilmot 
proviso  itself.    ' 

In  regard  to  what  I  shall  constitute  adroitness 
and  fairness,  I  must  ssy,  that  to  delay  the  territo- 
rial bills  for  Bome  years,  but  at  the  same  time  and 
in  hot  haste,  to  enact  the  homestead  law,  would 
exhibitextroordinary  adroitness, and  provs  a  most 
detestable  specimen  of  fairness. 

1  do  not  consider,  or  believe,  that  any  man 
who  is  from  the  South,  can  conscientiously  come 
forward  and  support  that  measure;  at  least,  until 
the  Kansas  and  Nebraaka  bills  shsll  have  been 
passed,  and  the,  whole  country  shall  have  be- 
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come  open  to  settlement  by  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States.  Am  1  right,  or  am  1  wrong  i 
You  are  wrong,  may  say  the  man  who  wishes  to 
•xcliide  every  southerner;  but  you  are  right,  I 
think  would  say  every  candid  man,  if  you  shall 
ever  wish  to  go  to  those  Territories  on  equal  terms 
under  the  laws  of  your  country.  This  is  a  very 
adroit  way  by  which  we  may  be  excluded  from 
tiftse  Territories.  Not  that  fdl,  or  many,  of  the 
old  advocates  of  the  homestead  bill  have  in  view 
■uch  a  result  as  this — by  no  means;  but  there  are 
many  of  its  present  advocates  that  rejoice  in  the 
bill  lor  this  very  feature;  and  if  those  advocates 
•hall  secure  its  passage  now,  and  can  success- 
fully resist  the  territorial  bills,  even  by  adroitness 
and  unfairness,  which  ills  openly  proclaimed  will 
and  shall  be  used,  so  aa  to  defeat,  or  at  any  rate 
to  delay,  the  same  for  two  or  three  years,  they 
will,  practically  and  effectually;  and  they  feel 
and  know  it,  have  effected  their  great  and  most 
highly  cherished  object.  It  is  absurd,  and  I 
think  it  even  pitiful,  to  ask  any  member  of  this 
Congress  who  represents  a  southern  constituency 
to  do  a  thing  like  this.  1  do  not  think  it  even 
conveys  a  consideration  of  passing  respect  for  his 
intelligence  or  his  honesty  to  his  Mvn  people,  to 
attempt  to  argue  him  to  a  step  like  this.  Now, 
sir,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  give  their  votes  on  the 
homestead  bill  so  anxiously,  and  that  purely  with 
a  desire  to  give  homes  to  the  homeless,  and  not  with 
a  wish  to  use  the  measure  as  a  political  engine,  let 
them  bear  with  this  thing  with  a  little  patience,  and 
allow  us, to  know  what  is  to  be  the  course  of  events 
affecting  our  rights  in  collateral  matters.  And  I 
ask  that  gentlemen  will  not  get  up, and  assume  at 
once  that  it  is  adroitness  (by  which  1  ever  under- 
stand that  there  is  something  of  concealment)  that 
is  going  to  do  this  thing;  or  get  up  and  assume 
that  the  bill  has  rights  of  precedence  in  this  body 
which  no  other  biU  can  have  in  comparison  with 
it.  1  have  presented,  I  think,  but  a  fair  view  of 
the  matter,  a  view  which  certainly  will  not  be 
classed  among  the  movements  adroit.  The  bill 
baa  no  right  here  better  or  greater  than  any  other 
bill  whatever;  and  I  shall  simply  cast  my  vote  in 
reference  to  it,  and  to  collateral  matters  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own  judgment  of  my  duty  to  myd 
own  people. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  in  contrasting  the  homestead  with 
the  Nebraska  bill  seems  to  me  to  be  adroit,  and  I 
Vse  the  term  with  perfect  respect  to  him.  1  want 
it  understood  in  advance,  that  I  intend  to  press 
the  homestead  bill  in  every  parliamentary  manner 
that  I  can,  from  this  time  forward.  I  intend  to  do 
it  with  perfect  respect  to  every  member  of  this 
body;  and  with  the  determination,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  to  pass  the  bill.  Now,  sir,  the  Senator 
has  made  an  appeal  to  the  whole  southern  Sena- 
tors against  this  measure,  because,  he  says,  until 
the  Nebraska  bill  shall  be  passed,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  southern  Slates  will  have  none  of  the  privi- 
leges of  settlement  in  the  Nebraska  Territory, 
under  the  homesteao  bill.  If  the  Senator  had  only 
read  the  homestead  bill,  he  would  have  ascertained 
one  important  fact  that  knocks  his  argument  in 
the  head.  The  homestead  bill  applies  to  no  other 
lands  than  those  that  are  subject  to  sale  at  private 
entry.  Now  there  is  not  one  foot  of  land  surveyed 
in  Nebraska  or  Kansas;  nor  will  there  be  for  many 
years  to  come. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  There  was  not  a  foot  sur- 
veyed io  California,  and  yet  the  Slate  settled 
op. 

Mr.  aWIN.  Mr.  President,  the  Slate  of  Cal- 
ifornia has  had  the  privilege  of  preemption  on  un- 
surveyed  lands  extended  to  her  citizens.  The 
homestead  bill  applies  only  to  public  lands  sub- 
ject to  sale  atprivate  entry.  Thoseare  thewords 
of  the  bill.  We  all  know  that  to  be  the  language 
of  the  bill.  We  know  there  is  not  a  foot  of  land 
surveyed  in  Nebraska  or  Kansas,  and  there  is  no 
prospect,  for  years  to  come,  of  any  of  the  lands 
there  being  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry ;  and, 
therefore,  they  are  not  open  to  the  provisions  of 
the  homestead  bill. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill, 
in  reference  to  other  questions,  I  do  not  think  it 
ought  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  Senate.  Let  it  be 
examined  on  its  merits.  If  it  is  a  proper  bill  to  pass, 
let  us  pass  it.  If  there  be  a  majority  of  the  body 
in  favor  of  it,  let  that  majority  take  it  op.  If  there 
be  a  majority  in  favor  of  passing  the  House  bill, 
of  course  we  can  pass  it,  and  we  will  do  so.    If 


there  be  a  majority  in  favor  of  a  substitute,  of 
course  that  substitute  will  be  properly  considered 
and  passed.  All  that  1  ask  is,  that  it  may  come 
up,  and  be  acted  upon  either  favorably  or  other- 
wise.    I  shall  submit  to  ihe  will  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
honorable  Senator  from  California  is  entirely  cor- 
rect in  the  assumption  that  those  who  vote  against 
taking  up  the  homestead  bill  are  opposed  to  it;  and 
1  will  vote  against  taking  up  the  bill  for  that  very 
reason.  We  had  an  intimation  a  few  days  ago, 
that  the  presidential  veto  had  afforded  us  the  best 
opportunity  which  has  occQrred  of  late  years,  for 
discussing  our  entire  policy  with  reference  to  the 
public  land*;  and  it  is  intimated  that  we  are  to 
have  that  discussion.  I,  for  one,  am  unwilling  to 
have  it  indirectly,  when  we  may  have  it  directly. 
If  we  lake  up  the  homestead  bill,  I  see  not  when 
we  are  to  reach  that  discussion.  And,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, 1  cannot  recognize  the  idea  that  this  bill 
possesses  any  peculiar  claim  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  above  all  other  bills  now  before  us. 
Wjiy ,  sir,  an  entire  review  of  your  judiciary  sys- 
tem, demanded  by  every  portion  of  this  country, 
and  every  man  in  it,  has  been  had  by  the  Judici- 
sry  Committee,  and  their  bill  was  made  the  special 
order  for  last  Monday,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  con- 
sidered. Has  the  homestead  bill  any  peculiar 
claims  over  that  judiciary  question,  when  your 
Supreme  Court  judges,  under  the  existing  system, 
are  worked  to  death,  and  with  all  their  powers 
strained,  are  unable  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the 
country  ? 

While  I  am  up,  sir,  I  will  say  that  there  is  a 
prospect  before  us  of  getting  a  wise  and  judicious 
bill  fur  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.  There  are  lands  in  my  State,  which  have 
been  in  the  market  ever  since  they  were  first  sur- 
veyed, which  will  not  now  bring  twelve  and  a 
half  cenu  per  acre;  still  those  lands  are  held  up 
at  the  Government  price  without  the  remotest 
chance  of  settlement,  a  dead  weight  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  State;  and  I  shall  cheerfully  vote  at 
any  time  to  give  preference  to  any  of  these  grad- 
uation bills,  whether  they  come  from  the  House, 
or  are  introduced  here,  before  the  homestead  bill 
is  taken  up. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  wilt  vote  against  taking  up  the 
homestead  bill  now;  but  protest  against  the  rule 
laid  down  that  the  friends  of  it  must  rally,  take  it 
up  at  any  time  and  at  all  times,  whether  there  be 
any  other  business  before  the  Senate  or  not.  I 
stand,  perhaps,  in  a  different  position  from  others. 
I  do  not  like  to  force  a  good  thing  on  others, 
whether  they  will  or  not,  before  they  have  bad 
time  to  consider  it;  but  I  shall  vote,  for  a  very 
substantial  reason ,  against  taking  up  that  bill  this 
morning.  1  do  not  want  to  be  misunderstood.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  a  homestead  bill. 
1  have  not  examined  the  one  which  is  before  us 
thoroughly,  to  see  whether  it  commends  itself  to 
my  judgment.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we  have 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  before  us.  It  is 
partly  concluded.  We  have  gone  on  with  it  for 
some  time;  and  if  we  lake  up  an  entirely  new 
subject,  what  we  have  done  upon  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill  will  pass  as  having  been  done  for 
almost  nothing. 

The  manner  in  which  we  have  usually  passed 
the  general  appropriation  bills  is  familiar  to  every 
member  of  the  Senate.  Nearly  all  of  them  have 
been  thrown  into  the  last  nights  of  the  session, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  they  have  always 
passed  defectively.  Then,  what  is  Ihe  first  thing 
that  comes  up,  upon  the  assembling  of  s  new  ses- 
sion of  Congress  here?  It  is  a  deficiency  bill. 
And  what  is  the  reason  of  that?  It  is  because 
there  has  not  been  sufficient  consideration  given 
to  the  annual  appropriation  bills.  The  Indian 
appropriatian  bill  is  now  here  before  us  in  time; 
we  can  act  upon  it.  It  will  lake  but  a  day  or  two 
longer  to  complete  it.  The  principal  jrarl  of  it 
has  been  done,  and  we  can  soon  finish  it.  I  think 
it  is  a  bill  that  demands  our  attention.  However 
friendly  I  may  be  to  the  homestead  bill,  I  think 
there  is  ample  justification  for  me  when  I  vote  to 
give  to  the  Indian  appropriation  hill  the  preference 
over  any  other  measure.  I  believe  that  that  bill 
contains  provisions  for  Indians  in  mjr  State,  as 
well  as  for  some  in  California;  and  within  a  few 
days  the  mail  has  brought  us  the  intelligence  of  a 
murder  having  been  committed  within  less  than 
twenty  miles  of  a  city  of  Texaa,  containing  eight 
thousand  inhabitant*. 


Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from 
Texas  if  a  dollar  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
that  bill  can  be  used  until  the  first  of  July,  if  the 
bill  should  pass  to-morrow? 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  will  answer  that  by  stating 
what  1  believe.  Jf  you  take  up  the  homestead 
bill,  ifyoutokeup  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  and 
the  President's  veto,  and  discuss  thern,  that  bill 
will  not  be  reached  until  the  first  of  July;  but  as 
soon  as  it  is  disposed  of  then  there  is  a  rival,  a 
very  formidable  rival  to  these  oth^r  measures,  out 
of  their  way.  We  have  gone  halfway  through 
with  it,  and  I  shall  vote  to  take  it  up  and  proceed 
with  it,  uiTlil  we  get  through  with  it.  1  do  it 
against  a  favorite  measure  of  mine.  I  stand,  aa 
1  said  before,  in  perhaps  a  different  position  from 
others.  My  State  cannot  be  affected  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  homestead  bill.  I  do  not  avow  my 
hostility  to  that  bill.  1  have  do  partieolar  inter- 
est to  press  it  before  any  other  buuiness;  but  I  am 
willing  to  give  it  a  fair  opportunity.  I  feel  favor- 
ably disposed  towards  the  principle  of  it;  bat  it 
seems  to  me  that  as  we  have  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  before  us,  we  ought  to  get  clear  of 
it,aait  ismatterof  importance  10  carry  it  through. 
It  is  necessary  to  carry  out  treaty  slipulationa. 
It  is  smaller  of  importance,  so  far  as  my  State  is 
concerned,  because  the  action  taken  under  it,  aa 
soon  as  it  passes,  will,  in  my  judgment,  give  us 
peace  on  the  frontier. 

Mr.  BELL.  Ifthe  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  (Mr.  Hunter]  will  stste 
to  the  Senate  that  it  is  important  that  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  should  be  passed  immediately, 
I  will  vote  against  the  proposition  to  take  up  the 
homestead  bill.  But  unless  that  be  the  fact,  unless 
it  be  all-important  to  the  public  interests  that  it  be 
taken  up  immediately,  I  shall  vote  to  take  up  the 
homestead  bill.  1  have  deliberated  somewhat  in 
my  own  mind  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  is  the  proper  time  to  lake  up  that  bill;  but  I  con- 
fess, from  what  I  hai^e  heard  from  honorable 
members  this  morning,  that  1  cannot  repress  ray 
curiosity  to  hear  what  Senators  will  say  upon  the 
homestead  bill.  One  of  the  most  experienced 
Senators  in  the  bodythis  morning  announced  that, 
although  he  concurred  with  the  President  in  the 
doetrines  of  the  veto  message  on  the  bill  granting 
lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane,  yet  he 
has  no  idea  that  ihe  principle  of  that  veto  applies 
to  the  homestead  bill. 

I  wish  to  have  the  subject  taken  up,  so  that 
honorable  Senators  may  have  the  opportunity  to 
express  themselves  upon  it.  I  wish  to  hear  their 
views  for  my  own  benefit  and  instruction.  I  wish, 
to  know  what  is  the  new  process  of  reasoning,  or 
what  are  the  new  inventions  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  got  hold  of  the  minds  of  honorable 
Senators,  by  which-they  are  enabled  to  discrim- 
inate bet«>een  the  principle  of  the  veto  message  as 
applicable  to  the  bill  granting  lands  for  the  indi- 
gent insane,  and  as  applicable  to  the  ground  on 
which  the  homestead  Dill  rests.  I  wish  to  know 
on  what  ground  they  pretend,  or  say, — I  will  not 
use  the  word  pretend,  because  they  are,  no  doubt, 
honest, — that  one  is  constitutional,  and  the  other 
clearly  not. 

I  think  that,  upon  another  ground,  there  is  « 
propriety  in  taking  up  the  homestead  bill,  unless 
it  be  important  that  the  Indian  appropriation  bill 
should  be  passed  immediately.  Necesssriljr  the 
arguments  applicable  to  the  veto  message  will  be 
urged,  particularly  by  those  gentlemen  who  are 
opposed  to  the  homestead  bill,  against  that  till. 
It  will  be,  in  effect,  taking  up  this  morning  the 
consideration  of  the  doctrines  involved  in  that  veto 
message;  and  it  will  be  taking  them  up  in  a  way 
which,  I  think,  will  be  advantageous  to  the  Senate 
and  to  the  country.  We  cannot  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  thoas>questionB  too  soon.  Many 
Senators  cannot — I  know  that  I  cannot,  for  one- 
receive  light  and'  information  too  early  upon  the 
subject.  Discussion  will  necessarily  go  on,  to 
some  extent,  upon  Ihe  constitutionality  of  the 
homestead  bill,  according  to  the^  principles  of  the 
veto  message;  and,^n  effect,  it  will  be  taking  up 
the  veto  message  this  morning.  We  want  all  the 
light  on  that  subject  that  we  can  get.  I  did  design, 
myself,  to  say  something  upon  the  veto  messacs 
at  the  proper  time.  I  confess  that  the  most  de- 
sirable preparatory  step  with  me  would  be,  to  hear 
the  arguments  of  honorable,  distinguished,  and 
able  Senators,  who  may  attampt  to  discriminats. 
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on  the  principles  of  that  message,  between  the 
two  bills — who  shall  attempt  to  show  that  the 
indigent  insane  bill  is  unconstitutional,  and  the 
homestead  bill  constitutional.  Therefore,  unless 
the  honorable  Senntor  from  Virginia  will  say  that 
he  considers  it  of  great  public  importance  that  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  should  be  passed  im- 
mediately, i  shall  vote  to  take  up  the  homestead 
bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  the  Indian  appropri- 
ation bill  ought  to  be  acted  upon  now.  It  ought 
to  be  passed  immediately.  There  are  appropria- 
tions in  it  to  which  provisoes  are  attached,  which 
allow  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  expend  the 
money  during  the  present  68cal  jrear;  for  instance, 
the  following  item  is  contained  in  the  bill: 

"For  the  rxpenie  of  pinking  pre8i?nts,or  •{rieultaral 
hafilinneiMs  to  the  band«  of  Pseblo  Indinnit,  in  IheTitrrilory 
•I'Nc'W  Mexico,  $ia,UUU:  ProvUtJ,  Tkaltlic  Secrelnry  of 
thM  Interior  may,  iU  ii)  tiii«  diaoretion,  tlie  public  lnter«eai 
require  it,  be  auUiorisrd  to  utie  any  part  of  tJie  appnipria- 
tions  herein  mB4«'  for  malting  Ireallea  in  Oregna,  Watiliing- 
lon,  (Ttah,  and  New  Mexico,  and  for  holding  councils  at 
Port  BeDteo  prior  to  Uie  commenceiuuat  of  ibe  uext  fiscal 
ye»r." 

Here  is  another  item: 

•'  For  general  ineidental  expenses  of  the  rndian  senriee  in 
Washington  Territory,  for  aii  montlis,  endiug  Juna  W, 
iaS4,«i,u<W.»        -• 

There  are  others  of  the  same  character.  Thejr 
were  introduced  under  the  apprehension  that  the 
deficiency  bill  might  be  very  late  in  passing  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  that  it  might  so  hap- 
pen that  it  would  not  pass  at  all.  In  view  of  all 
the  difficulties  which  attend  that  measure,  some 
of  the  mnat  indispensable  provisions  were  intro- 
duced into  the  Indian  bill,  and  to  these  provisions 
was  attached  a  proviso  giving  authority  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  interior  to  expend  any  portion  of 
them  during  the  present  fiscal  year.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  importance.  Be- 
sides, we  know  that  that  bill  is  to  be  returned  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  with  a  great  many 
amendments  attached  to  it  by  the  Senate,  and  we 
know  it  will  be  subject  to  many  delays  there.  1 
believe  the  experience  of.  the  Qovernment  b»s 
shown  that  the  appropriation  bills  ought  to'be 
called,  taken  up,  and  acted  on  earlier,  and  with 
more  promptitude,  than  we  have  heretofore  shown 
in  regard  to  them. 

For  all  these  reasons,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Indian  bill  ought  to  be  taken  up  and  acted  on.  I 
io  not  know  how  long  it  may  take.  1  do  not 
know  all  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
may  have  to  offer  by  way  of  amendment;  but  I  do 
hope  that  we  shall  dispose  of  it  during  to-day  and 
to-morrow;  at  any  rate  we  ought  to  make  what 
progress  we  can  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as 
we  can. 

Mr.  (3WIN.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  has,  within  a  very  short  time,  reported 
a  deficiency  bill;  and  he  crowded  that  bill  with 
items  for  deficiencies  for  the  Indian  department. 
Now,  it  seems,  he  has  come  up  with  another 
deficiency  bill  for.the  Indian  department.  Sir,  I 
think  there  should  bebutone  deficiency  bill  during 
a  session.  We  have  acted  upon  that.  We  have 
sent  it  to  the  House,  and  there  it  is  likely  to  remain 
for  a  good  while.  We  have  already  put  amend- 
ments on  the  Indian  bill  that  will  be  very  apt  to 
make  it  a  law  about  the  day  on  which  we  adjourn. 
i  fear  we  shall  find  that  the  general  appropriation 
bills  will  be  passed  at  this  session  as  heretofore — 
about  the  day  of  adjournment;  let  that  be  sooner 
or  later.  We  know  there  is  no  pressing  necessity 
for  action  on  the  bill  now;  for  if  we  act  on  it  now, 
it  may  be  delayed  in  the  House  for  a  month  or 
two,  or  three,  or  four,  or  five  months;  and  prob- 
ably on  the  day  of  adjournment  we  shall  pass  it 
like  all  other  appropriation  bills.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  acting  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  I  fear  we  spend 
ti>o  much  time  in  discussing  questions  as  to  the 
mere  priority  of  business,  instead  of  deliberating 
upon  the  measures  beforeus  themselves.  We  have 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next  the  consideration 
of  a  bill  that  has  been  returned  by  the  President 
with  his  veto.  It  is  a  bill,  with  that  message,  in- 
volving more  of  importance  to  the  legislation  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  institu- 
tions, than  any  other  measure  pending  before 
Congress.  It  involves  also  the  question  or  ques- 
tions which  are  embraced  in  other  bills,  and 
aihong  others  the  homestead  bill. 

Now,  sir  I  am  unwilling,  for  one,  to  go  into  the 


discussion  of  the  homestead  bill  until  we  shall 
Iiuve  considered  the  message  of  the  President  and 
the  bill  which  it  accompanies.  I  prefer  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  to  go  on  now  with  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill,  in  which  we  have  already  made 
great  progress,  and  dispose  of  it,  if  possible,  be- 
tween this  and  Wednesday.  If  we  cannot  do 
that,  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  go  to  the  discus- 
sion of  theconstitutional  questions  that  are  brought 
up  here,  and  will  dispose  of  them  before  they  take 
up  this  bill  or  any  other. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  have  been  remitided  that  I 
have  been  retniss  in  my  duty,  in  not  indicating, 
at  least,  the  propriety  of  taking  up  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Jutticiary  Committee;  but,  I  am 
aware,  Mr.  President,  from  my  experience  in  this 
body,  and  the  temper  which  I  have  seen  mani- 
fested in  it,  that  it  would  be  a  very  futile  task 
upon  my  part  to  offer  to  lake  it  up;  for  it  does  not 
depend — I  assert  it  here  upon  my  responsibility 
as  a  Senator — upon  the  relative  merits  of  the  bills, 
as  to  which  shall  lake  precedence.  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Brown]  has 
said  that  it  is  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity  to  lake 
up  the  homestead  bill.  Why,  sir,  we  have  owned 
some  of  these  lands,  at  least,  and  they  have  been 
surveyed,  for  fifty  years,  and  we  have  done  all 
that  time  without  this  homestead  "bill;  and  we 
could  do  without  it  for  many  years  to  come  Sir, 
I  say  it  is  not  the  urgency,  it  is  not  the  merit  of 
the  measure,  that  gives  it  its  importance  in  this 
body. 

I  would  willingly  have  called  up  the  judiciary 
hill.  I  might  very  well  c&\\  if  up,  for  I  think  it 
has  more  merits  than  any  of  the  measures  indi- 
cated,so  far  as  iiregardsimmediaie  action  upon  it, 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  appropriation 
bill.  I  will  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  that  I  am  no  parliamentary  tactician; 
but  I  think  I  may  assume  to  myself  this  much  of 
parliamentary  tactics,  to  say  that  the  taking  up  of 
this  homestead  bill  will  be  but  making  a  masked 
battery,  from  which  gentlemen  intend  to  assail  the 
veto  of  the  President.  If  they  intend  to  meet  the 
doctrines  involved  in  that  veto  message,  let  them 
do  it  fairly,  and  let  the  Senate  have  the  authority 
of  the  vote;  but  if  you  take  up  the  homestead 
bill,  is  it  not  obvious  to  the  whole  Senate  that, 
through  the  discussion  of  it  the  veto  message  will 
be  assailed,  and  that  that  message  will  not  have 
what  may  be  called  a  fair  parliamentary  chance 
in  this  body.> 

I  think  we  ought  to  take  up  the  bill  indicated  by 
the  chairman  ot  the  Committee  on  Finance;  for 
if  we  lake  up  the  homestead  bill,  is  it  not  obvious 
to  all  the  members  of  the  body  that  it  will  be 
under  consideration  on  Wednesday;  and  thegen- 
lleman  will  say  that  beitig  under  consideration  it 
ought  not  to  be  setasideforthe  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  veto  message?  That  will  be  the  result.  If 
1  were  to  ui-ge  it  upon  my  friend  from  Virginia 
now  to  press  that  the  measure  which  is  under  con- 
sideration ou'ht  to  have  a  preference,  they  would 
say  that  would  be  no  guide  for  them.  But  if  they 
had  the  homestead  bill  under  consideration,  by 
force  of  votes  they  would  give  it  the  preference. 
There  is  a  good  deal  in  the  force  of  votes;  and  if 
gentlemen  get  the  homestead  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  the  majority  of  the  body  are  in  favor  of 
it,  they  will  give  it  the  preference  over  all  other 
measures,  and  the  measure  which  is  set  apart  for 
Wednesday  next  will  not  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Suppose  it  should  not,  no 
harm  will  be  done. 

Mr.  DUTLER.  Yea  have  urged  it,  at  I  under- 
stand, as  one  of  the  requirements  for  the  immedi- 
ate consideration  of  the  homestead  bill,  that  it  is 
looked  upon  with  great  interest  throughout  the 
country,  and  that,  therefore,  it  ought  to  pass  now; 
yet  we  have  been  fifty  years  without  such  a 
system. 

Mr.  BROWN.  That  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  now  do  right. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  It  is  very  urgent  now,  we  are 
told,  when  no  such  system  has  ever  been  in  oper- 
ation,! believe,  in  this  country,  and,  so  far  as  my 
vote  goes,  never  shall  be.  But  that  is  beyond  the 
question  now  under  consideration.  Uentlemen 
say  it  is  urgent.  They  know  the  appropriation 
bill  is  more  urgent.  But  I  have  said  that  the  pur- 
pose in  taking  up  thehomestead  bill,  is  with  a  view 
to  make  it  a  masked  battery  from  which  to  assault 
the  doctrines  in  the  veto  message. 

Mr.  DOOQE,  of  Iowa.    Mr.  President,  what- 


ever motives  may  be  ascribed  to  other  Senators,  or 
whaCevA'  intimations  may  be  thrown  out  as  to  ths 
views  and  purposes  of  some  who  may  wish  to 
use  the  homestead  bill  as  *'a  masked  battery," 
from  which  to  assail  the  President,  I  am  sure 
does  not  apply  to  me,  nor  do  1  believe  it  is  so  in- 
tended. 1  am  sure  that  was  directed  at  Senators 
who  occupy  a  very  diflerent,  and  much  more  dis- 
tinguished position  in  this  body  and  in  the  coun- 
try, than  1  ao;  for  Senators  having  different  polit- 
ical views  froih  those  I  entertain;  and  for  others 
who  stand  in  a  peculiar  relation  to  the  bill  which 
has  been  returned  to  us  from  the  President.  As  I 
staled  on  a  previous  occasion,  I  believe  that  the 
President  has  done  right  in  vetoing  the  indigent 
insane  bill.  For  that,  sir,  I  am  prepared  to  sus- 
tain him;  but,  sir,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  a  friend 
of  the  homestead  bill,  and  I  am  so  whether  the 
President  is  or  not.  I  shall  therefore  vote  to  take 
it  up  on  all  occasions,  and  to  urge  It  to  its  final 

Kassage.  Whether  it  will  be  vetoed  or  not,  is, 
owever,  a  matter  which  I  am  not  called  upon  to 
decide.  Let  the  President  speak  for  himself.  I 
am  in  favor  of  passing  the  homestead  bill  to-day, 
and  thus  alTo/dlng  to  the  President  the  opportu- 
nity of  exercising  his  constitutional  authority, 
either  to  veto  or  approve  it  to-morrow,  as  he  may 
think  proper.  He  has  his  duty  to  discharge  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States.  He  acts 
under  the  solemnity  of  his  oath,  and  has  his  duties 
and  obligations  to  perform  as  to  him  shall  seem 
proper.  I  act  under  mine.  Each  Senator  does 
the  same,  and  decides,  as  far  as  his  veto  (vote) 
can  do,  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of 
all  the  measures  which  come  before  us.  Why, 
then,  should  we  condemn,  or  find  fault  with,  the 
President,  for  doing  the  same  thing.' 

Mr.  President,  as  a  general  thing,  t  am  usually 
for  sustaining  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hun- 
ter] ill  pressing  the  appropriation  bills,  because  I 
think  a  preference  should  generally  be  given  to 
them.  I  would  now  do  so  over  any  other  than 
the  homestead  bill.  The  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin, I  think,  but  discharges  his  duty  by  insisting 
on  the  special  order,  and  I  am  for  sustaining  him. 
I  voted  against  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  California,  because  I  preferred  thehomestead 
bill. 

I  regretted  to  hear  my  friend  from  Arkansas 
[Mr.  Johnson]  announce  to-day  his  intention  to 
vote  against  the  homestead  bill,  giving  as  a  rea- 
son therefor  that  there  was  atinge  of  abolitionism 
about  that  bill  which  had  driven  him  from  its  sup- 
port. I  regretted  it  the  more,  because  that  Sen- 
ator had  heretofore  voted  for  the  bill  in  the  other 
House,  and  was,  as  I  thought,  its  champion. 
Now,  sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  seen  with 
the  deepest  regret  the  attempt  to  connect  this  mat- 
ter of  (lieposing  of  the  public  lands  with  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  io  any  of  its  shapes  or  forms.  The 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who  is 
not  now  here,  when  discussing  the  homestead  bill 
upon  a  previous  occasion,  referred  to  the  burning 
in  effigy  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Dora- 
LAs]  by  the  mii-erable  fanatics  in  Chicago  and 
other  portions  of  the  country;  and  he  did  me  the 
honor  to  refer  to  me  and  to  intimate  that  because 
of  my  position  on  the  side  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  on  the  Nebraska  question,  that  I  might 
receive  like  treatment  at  the  hands  ofsome  of  these 
people,  to  whom  I  referred  in  kindly  terms  as  the 
countrymen  of  Montgomery,  and  ilafayette,  and 
others. 

Sir,  as  a  friend  of  the  South,  a  supporter  of  the 
Constitution,  and  an  advocate  for  the  performance 
of  each  and  every  duty  which  one  State  owes  to 
another  under  the  provisions  of  that  sacred  instm- 
ment,  there  are  few  things  which  I  so  much  deplore 
as  that  the  South,  theminority  section  of  the  Union, 
should  engage  in  a  war  against  that  foreign  born 
population,  of  whom.  In  the  days  of  Jefferson, 
and  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  since,  they 
were  the  friends  and  supporters.  Such,  too,  was 
of  Jackson  and  the  founders  of  the  Democratic 
party  generally.  I  am  sorry  to  see  those  mani- 
festations of  discontent  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  fear  it  will  make  enemies  of  those  who  had  else 
been  friends.  I  intended  to  say  to  my  friend 
from  Mississippi  that  if  the  Senertor  from  Illinois 
has  been  burnt  in  effigy  by  some  small  squads  of 
foreigners,  let  it  be  remembered  that  they  were 
excitetl  to  it  by  Abolition  fanatics,  upon  ex  parte 
misrepresentations  of  facta.  For  one,  so  far  an 
the  burning  in  effigy  is  concerned,  I  attach  no 
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importance  to  it.  It  is  a  mnnifeatation  of  spile 
and  ill-will,  with  which  many  of  the  mo8t0ieritori- 
ous  and  distin^uiahed  public  men  of  our  country 
have  tjeen  visited,  and  not  l)y  foreigners,  but  by 
their  own  countrymen.  Washington  wbs  burnt 
in  effigy  for  his  approvnlof  Jay's  treaty,  in  many 
portions  of  the  United  States.  Tyler,  for  hia 
veto  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  was  burnt 
in  effigy.  He  was  even  insulted  in  the  While 
House  for  withholding  hia  assent,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  the  establishment  of 
the  fifty  millions  of  dollars  monster  bank,  to  coil 
around  and  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
No  exhibitions  of  this  sort  should  ever  have  the 
least  influence  in  deteimining  the  course  of  a 
public  mull,  much  less  to  inlluence  hia  vote  upon 
a  great  question  of  public  policy. 

Cut,  sir,  my  friend  from  Arkansas  intimates  that 
there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  one  section  to  get 
llie  advantage  over  ihe  other.  I  know  that  he 
did  not  intend  that  for  me;  because,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  you  know,  I  am  one  of  those  who  were, 
and  am,  willing  to  open  Kansas  and  Nebiiaka 
Territories  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  States  of  this 
Union,  to  go  there  with  all  the  property  which 
lliey  own,  of  every  kind;  ond  if  the  instiiuiions 
under  which  I  live,  and  to  which  I  am  aitiu-.lied, 
cannot  triumph  In  the  settlement  of  those  Terrilo- 
ries,  and  in  shaping  iheir  dnniesiic  insiiiuilons, 
over  those  of  my  friend's  State  and  others,  I  am 
willing  to  abide  the  decision,  and  believe  the  mi- 
nority ought  to  be.  The  people,  the  Constitution, 
and  the  judiciary — it  is  strange  to  me  that  any 
republican  should  think  of  shrinking  from  such 
tribunals  as  these. 

Mr.  President,  in  regard  to  the  various  bills 
which  are  before  us,  I  apprehend  that  the  fact  Is 
this:  If  a  bill  has  a  majority  of  friends  in  this 
body,  they  will  take  it  up  and  pass  it;  and  if  its 
friends  are  in  a  minoriiy,  it  will  be  voted  down. 
Now  the  question  of  adherence  to  the  special  order 
is  made,  1  am  most  anxious  it  should  succeed.  I 
was  willing  to  proceed  to  consider  and  to  vote  upon 
the  President's  message  to  day;  but,  as  an  act  of 
courtesy,  we  have  extended  the  timeover  to  Wed- 
nesday, and  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  B.^dcer)  has  the  floor  upon  it.  If  for  no 
other  reason,  I  think  we  should  proceed  to  con- 
aider  the  homestead  bill  In  deference  to  that  lorge 
and  triumphont  majority  by  which  it  has  been 
twice  pa.ssed  by  the  other  House — by  the  people's 
Representatives. 

Mr.  WELLER.  This  discussion  has  now 
extended  almost  to  the  usual  hour  of  ailjournment. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  on  which  I  have  seen  the 
whole  day  consumed  in  discussing  the  question 
whether  we  should  do  anything  or  not.  We 
h.ive  been  engaged  the  whole  of  this  day  in  dis- 
cu.ising  the  question  of  the  priority  of  business, 
which  is  simply  a  question  whether  we  shall  do 
anything.  I  have  voted  from  the  beginning,  in 
favor  of  proceeding  at  once  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Executive  message.  I  have  given  that  vote 
because  that  message  involves  principles  which, 
in  my  judgment,  are  directly   involved  in  other 

?ue8iii>ns  upon  which  the  Senate  are  called  to  act. 
shall  be  compelled  to  vote  today  ogainst  the 
motion  made  by  my  friend  from  Wisconsin,  be- 
cause I  see  in  advance  that  the  whole  question  of 
the  power  of  this  Government  over  the  public 
lands  must  be  discussed  either  upon  the  bill,  or 
upon  the  Executive  message.  In  my  judgment, 
sir,  the  time  has  arrived  when  this  Government 
ought  to  settle,  in  some  definite,  decided  manner, 
what  power  does  exist  in  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  over  the  public  domain. 
There  are  many  Senators  unon  this  floor  who 
claim  that  the  power  of  the  Pederol  Government 
is  unlimited  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  do- 
main. There  are  others  again,  who  say  that  the 
same  restrictions  and  the  same  liiniiaiions  that 
are  imposed  by  the  Constitution  upon  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  money  apply,  in  like  manner, 
to  the  disposition  of  the  public  land. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  question  must  be  fully 
met.  In  my  judgment,  there  ore  principles  as- 
serted as  sound  constitutional  law  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  veto  message,  which,  if  carried  out, 
must  operate  inevitably  to  defeat  the  homestead 
bill.  I  belong  to  that  doss  of  Senators  who  read 
that  veto  message  in  such  a  way  as  to  deny  to  the 
Federal  Government  the  power  to  donate  the 
public  lands  In  the  manner  prescrit'ed  in  that  bill. 
Why  not,  therefore,  suller  this  question,  which 
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has  been  delayed  for  many  a  long  year,  as  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  has  said,  and  of  which 
delay  the  people  have  not  complained,  to  be  post- 
poned unlil  we  can  have  a  full,  fair,  and  ample 
discussion  uf  the  principles  which  are  involved  in 
Us  passage  and  in  the  veto  message  ?  There  must 
be  a  general  discussion;  and  I  infinitely  prefer 
that  that  discussion  shall  be  had  upon  the  veto 
message  rather  than  upon  the  homestead  bill. 
So  far  as  that  bill  is  concerned,  if  I  am  compelled 
to  vote  against  it,  it  will  be  because  I  feel  an 
obligation  to  sustain  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  So  far  as  its  appeal  to  my  feelings  is  con- 
cerned, to  give  to  every  man  a  portion  of  the 
public  doniuin,  I  would  be  disposed  to  yield  my 
assent.  I  know  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  have  as  many  lund  owners  as  possible;  and 
if  I  had  ilie  power,  under  the  Constituiion,  1  would 
give  every  man  an  interest  in  the  soil,  by  making 
liini  a  land-holder.  He  would  then  feel  that  he 
was  a  part  of  ihe  sovereignty  of  the  country;  and 
he  would  feel  (hat  atlachnient  to  his  home,  whicii, 
in  a  slate  of  war,  would  make  this  country  irre- 
sistible. 

But,  before  I  can  vote  for  any  measure,  no  mat- 
ter how  much  benefit  it  may  confer  upon  indi- 
viduals, 1  am  compelled  to  look  to  the  power  of 
stlorney  under  which  I  net.  Thepower  of  attorney 
limits  the  duties  which  1  have  to  perlorm  here.  If 
1  believe  that  ii  is  in  contraveniiuii  of  the  Consti- 
tution, no  matter  how  beneficially  it  might  operate 
upon  every  portion  of  the  coniinuiiiiy,  I  shall  be 
compelled  lo  wiihlioiU  my  assent. 

But  I  did  notnsefor  the  purpose  uf  discussion, 
but  lo  appeal  to  the  Senate  now  to  vote  upon  the 
question  whether  they  will  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  homestead  bill, or  whether  they  will 
take  up  the  bill  indicated  by  my  friend  from  Vir- 
I  ginia?  The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  has  arrived. 
We  have  ail  seen  how  dithcult  it  is  to  keep  Sen- 
I  atois  here  when  the  lime  of  dinner  arrives;  and  1 
apprehend  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  keep 
I  the  Senate  in  session    more  than    leu  or   fifteen 
•■  minutes  longer.     Now,  if  the  Senate  will  take  a 
vote,  I    will  regard  it  as   a  great  personal  favor. 
[Laughter,] 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia will  not  think  it  any  violation  of  the  cour- 
tesy to  himself  which  he  asks,  if  1  seize  this  oppor- 
tunity lo  say,  that  this  la  about  ihe  hundred  and 
fiftieth  time  that  the  propriety  has  been  demonstra- 
ted of  the  amendment  which  1  have  endeavored  to 
induce  the  Senate,  on  several  occasions,  to  adopt 
to  their  rule,  namely:  that  questions  in  regard 
to  the  priority  of  business  be  decided  without 
debate.  As  the  Senator  from  California  has  said, 
we  have  spent  the  whole  day  in  determining 
whether  we  will  do  anything,  and  we  have  got  to 
that  point  when  we  shall  probably  decide  not  to 
do  anything  at  all. 

The  PaESlDlNG  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  postponing  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
to  Tuesdoy  week.  On  that  question  tlie  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  demanded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  HUNTER.  I  said  Tuesday  week  because 
1  supposed  that  if  we  took  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  we  should  not  get  through  with  it 
until  to-morrow.  Then, on  Wednesday  the  veto 
comes  up,  so  that  I  supposed  we  could  not  con- 
sider that  question  before  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  BROWN.  And  I  beg  leave  to  add,  the 
balance  of  the  session  and  somelhing  else. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  27,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS — MeHsrs.  Atchison,  itailgHr,  Bayard,  Benjamin, 
Rrodhead,  Biiller,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dawtton,  Dixon,  Kvans, 
Filzpatrink,  Fool,  llunler,  Johnson,  Jones  of  TennfiMsee. 
Mallory,  iVlorlon,  Norris,  Pearcf,  Kusk,  6eba»nan,Thonip- 
Bon  of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  Toucey,  Weller,  and  Williaraa 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bell,  Brown,  Cass,  Cliase, 
Dodge  of  Wiscnnsiti,  l>odge  of  Inwa,  Owin,  Jam<;s, 
Jones  of  Iowa,  Pellit,  Stuun,  Sumner,  Wade,  and  Walker 
— Ij. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  unlil  to-morrow  week 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoNOAT,  May  8,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ni.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henht  Sliceh. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 
The  SPEAKER  suited  the  business  regularly 
in  order  to  be  the  call  of  Slates  for  resolutions. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  that  the  ruin 
be  suspended,  and  thot  the  House  resolve  itsdf 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  avowing  my  purpose,  if  the  House 
shall  go  into  committee,  to  take  such  action,  if 
sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  u  '» 
requisite  to  lay  aside  the  business  in  order,  that  we 
may  reach  the  bills  for  the  organization  of  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  thegentleman  from 
Illinois  allow  me  (o  propound  a  question? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
made  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  who 
has  made  the  motion  will  withdraw  it,  to  enable 
me  lo  make  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  objecflo  any  irregular 
debate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Why  did  not  the  gentle- 
man object  10  the  smtement  being  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  i»  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  from  IIU- 
nois  was  permitted  to  make  a  statement  afi^  hi* 
motion  was  submitted,  and  now  I  desire  to  pro- 
pound a  question,  in  order  that  we  may  have  in- 
forrnatinn  as  to  the  proposed  plan  of  action.  That 
is  all  i  wish  to  accomplish.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  intends,  when  we  go  into 
the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Btale  of  th« 
Union,  to  set  aside  or  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  deficiency  bill,  which,  as  we  all  know,  is  a 

measure  of  very  great  importance 

.[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!") 

Mr.  CUTTING.  This  matter  may  a»  well  b» 
disposed  of  at  once.    Why  should  there  bedelay? 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemtn 
from  Illinois  to  allow  me  to  present  the  petition  of 
several  hundred  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  object.  The  genUeman 
can  present  it  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Would  not  the  gentleman 
object  to  that  also,  if  it  were  in  his  power .' 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     No,  sir;  I  would  not. 

CALL  OF  THE  HOUSE- 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  It  is  important 
that  there  should  be  a  full  House  to  act  upon  ihe 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  illiooia.  1  more 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  Hoiue. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  for  the  ycai  and 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  MACE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  lUle 
that  yesterday  evenin,"  I  paired  off  with  my  friend 
Mr.  PowELi,,  of  Virginia,  on  all  collateral  ques- 
tions relating  to  Nebraska  and  Kaiiaas.  He  is 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  Mitsouri  compromiw 
act,  while  I  am  oftposed  to  it. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  have  been  requested  to  .<iiate 
by  one  of  my  colleagues,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Berks 
county,  that  he  and  another  of  my  collea^ea,  Mr. 
HiEsTER,  of  Lancaster  county,  have  paired  offoo 
the  Nebraska- Kansas  bill. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  haTe  pairta 
oflfwith  Judge  Caskie,  of  Virginia,  until  to-raorrow 
evening,  on  matters  relating  to  Nebraska.  The 
Hon.  Messrs.  Appleton  and  Aike.s  hare  alM 
paired  off  with  each  other.  It  has  been  arranged 
between  Mr.  Aikek  and  myself  that  we  sbaU 
both  vote  until  Mr.  Caskie's  return,  that  we  may 
thus  put  ourselves  on  the  record,  and  the  remit 
is  the  same  as  it  would  be  if  we  both  abstained 
from  voting.  This  arrangement  was  suggested  to 
Judge  Caskie  and  approved  by  him  before  he  lefU 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  a  call 
of  the  House;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  165,  nays  11;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercronibtp,  Aiken,  Jameti  C.  .Allen, 
Willis  Alltiii,  Ashc.TliumaH  H.  Uayly.  Ball,  Bank*.  Etart*- 
dale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Ui-niii'tt,  Benson.  Benloa, 
Hocock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Itritlge.i,  Bue;,  t'an>J.r--ll- 
Carpenler,  Chaniherlnin,  Ohandlvr,  Cbhsliian. 
Clinginan,  Colquitt,  Corwin,  Cox,  Crmige,  Crocke 
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-  O.    DaT)9,  Thnmaa  Davis,  Daw-ion, 
'tt,  Dowflfll,  Dunham,  Eatitmnn,  l-^d 
ui,u  D.  Gliol,  Jiihn  M.  Blliull.  Ellisnn, 
>••  KvtTharl,  Farley,  Flagler,   Flor«*nc*', 
l)lt>,   (iiiMnif;^,   Gooiie,    (;ouilrich.   Green, 
ow,  HaniilliHi,  Sanip50n  W.  Ilorriti,  Harri- 
I,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  iluustuii,  tlowe,  Muni, 
',  Jnhnwin,  tJnorije  \V.  Jon''H,  ttoland  Jonei^,  Ki;rr. 
.  KrKix.  Kurt7.  I<ane,  Liilhain,  Lilly,  Lyon,  Mac- 
McNair,  Macy,  Mattenon,  Maurice, 
ill.  Middle.warlh,   John   G.   Miller, 
^  .  Murniy,  Ndhle,  Norton,  Olds,  An 

Ci'  -  ■  -i- ti  Oliver,  ( Irr,  I*arker,  I'eck,  Pennine- 
Ian,  BiUiop  Perkin.t,  John  Perkiuri,  Piielps,  IMiillipx,  Pran, 
Purrear, Ready.  Kee«e,  Klcharfl^on,  Riddle,  David  Kilchte, 

r  ■'■' f!..r.-r^    '■•■r*in,  RUH«J|I,  Tallin,  tfaije,  Sapp,  8ew- 

>hower,  Sminioio),  :^tnKleti,n,  s?kel- 
Miam  R.  Smith,  Georpe  \V.  :^mylh, 

11.  Sianion,  Alexander  (L   Stephens, 

•lis,  ^tratlon,  Stratib,  Andrew  Stuart,  John 

L.  Taylor,  N'alhuiiiel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy, 

.   Vail.  Vani'anl,  Wade,  Walhridge,  Wal- 

lUli,  Warren,  Kllihu  H.  Waphhiirne,  lerael 

ill.  John  Wenlwonh,  Tappan  Wentworlh, 

iu„.,.-i  11.  Wrifht,  llendrick  U.  Wright, 

'li.  Drum,  Dunbar,  Bdmundoon,  Ha- 

.    .      .'1   T.  Jones,   Lcicher,    McC'ullocb, 

Mcari:lt4iit,  and  Tliurptun — 1 1 . 

So  il  wss  ottered  that  there  shoultl  be  a  call  of 
tiie  House. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  stale,  Mr. 
Spwkcr,  with  (he consent  of  the  Mouse,  that  Mr. 
Hill,  of  Kentucky,  is  confined  to  his  room  by 
siVknros,  and  that,  at  his  request,  1  have  paired 
liiTwith  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ohio,  on  ell  votes 
ir,  reference  to  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill. 

Mr.  HENN.  With  the  [>ermi88ion  of  the  House 
1  would  slate  an  excuse  for  the  absence  of  my 
folleasue,  [Mr.  CookJ 

TlieSPE.\KE(l.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
liunnj  which  It  is  proper  to  submit  excuses. 

Mr.  HENX.  I  only  wish  to  state  that  my 
collea^st  [Mr.  Cook]  has  been  suddenly  called 
home  by  the  death  of  his  only  daughter. 

(Here  n  message  wasreceived  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickivs,  Esq.,  their  Sec- 
retary, noufying  the  House  that  that  body  had 
piuaed  sundry  bills  and  amended  sundry  bills  of 
■.he  House,  and  requesting  its  concurrence  in  said 
ula  and  airiendments.] 

The  list  of  the  absentees  was  then  palled,  and 
Ore  more  gentlemen  answered  to  their  names — 
making  197. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  absentees: 

M"Tr»  .^iijileton,  Ilinirll,  Blijn,  Caskie,  Chase,  Chaatain, 
'  VV'iu,  BwiiiR,  Faulker.  Fuller,  Grey,  Aaron 

J  .  Harlan,  Wiley  p.  narri^,  Ma.^liiij.'s,  llliii. 
it-y  Juries,  Lindley,  McMulltn,  McUueen, 
.M(f;(u.    >l<.rii^on,    Nicholji,    Prinule,  Thoiiiaa    Ritchey, 
Ki/»-r\  ^hdnnon,  Solleia,  Frederick  P.  t5taiilon,  Westbrook, 
aa<l  Valen. 

The  SPEAKER  thea  directed  the  doors  to  be 

dotted. 

The  officers  of  the  House  having  executed  the 
order,  and  ihe  doors  having  been  closed,  the  Clerk 
proceeded  to  call  the  list  of  the  absentees,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  excuses  to  be  maile. 

William  Appleton. 

Mr.   WALLKY.      Mr.    Applkton    has  been 
illed  home  b^  severe  sickness  in  his  family.     1 
loove  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
•greed  to. 

William  H.  Bissell. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  My  colleague,  Colonel 
HisitiL,  is  cx)nfined  to  his  room  by  indisposition. 
He  liad  hoped  to  be  present  today,  but  is  notable 
to  be  here.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
"greed  to. 

Gconoi  Bliii. 

Mr.  GREEN.  Judge  Bli»  is  in  ill  health,  and 
''"  nlwent  from   the  city  by  the  advice  of  his  phy- 

lan.  1  will  state,  however,  that  he  has  paired 
;i,on  the  Nebraska  bill,  with  Mr.  Ewing,  of 
Kentucky.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
•greed  to. 

SaMOEL  CARrTHERS. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Caruthers 
"absent  from  the  city,  having  been  called  home 
on  urgent  business.  He  has  paired  olT  with  Mr. 
Chase,  of  New  York,  especially  on  the  Nebraska 
quefliion.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

K'he  question  was   put;  and  the  motion   was 
ted  to. 
oifHS.  Caskie. 
Ir.  BOCOCK.     My  colleague,  Judge  Ca«kie, 
hoi  beea  called  home  by  some  inlereutjiig  family 


I  arrangement  retiuiring  his  attention.  He  has 
paired  otf  with  Mr.  Sktmour,  of  Connecticut,  on 
the  Nebraska  question.  1  move  that  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

George  W.  Chase. 

Mr.  UENiNETT.  Mr.  Chase  is  detained  at 
home  by  sickness  in  his  family.  I  move  that  he 
be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Elijah  W.  Chastaik. 

Mr.  COLaUlTT.  Mr.  Chastaik  is  absent, 
having  paired  oH' with  Mr.  Mohhison,  of  New 
Hampshire.     I  move  that -he  be  excuHed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

John  p.  Cooe. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
Mr.  Cook  be  excused.  He  has  been  called  home 
by  the  death  of  one  of  his  children  and  the  sick- 
ness of  another. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

William  B.  W.  Dent. 

Mr.  COLQUI  IT.  Mr.  Dent  left  the  city  in 
consequence  of  indisposition,  and  is  now  detained 
at  home  in  consequence  of  serious  illness.  I  move 
that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Alexander  De  Witt. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  De  Witt  is  absent  from 
the  city,  having  been  detained  by  serious  illness, 
but  is  expected  here  in  a  few  days.  I  move  that 
Mr.  De  Witt  be  excused. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

Preslet  Ewing. 

Mr.  PRESrON.  I  understand  that  my  col- 
league, Mr.  EiviNG,  has  gone  home  to  Kentucky 
on  account  of  illness,  and  that  he  has  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Bliss,  of  Ohio.  1  move  that  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Charles  J.  Faulkner. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Fadlencr  is  detained 
at  home  by  business  of  very  great  importance, 
and  cannot  with  propriety  be  here.  I  move  that 
he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller. 

Mr.  MACDONALU.  My  colleague  is  out  of 
the  city.     1  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ben  Edwards  Grey. 

Mr.  COX.  1  learned  this  morning  that  Mr. 
Grey  is  absent  from  this  city,  and  that  he  went 
to  New  York  a  few  days  ago.  I  presume  that  he 
has  gone  there  upon  sueciul  and  important  busi- 
ness, as  he  has  always  been  prompt  in  his  attend- 
ance here. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Did  my  colleague 
state  that  Mr.  Grey  had  paired  oflfwith  anyone.' 

Mr.  COX.     I  do  not  know  that  he  has. 

Mr.  BRECKINRI OGE.  I  understand  thathe 
has  paired  ofl°  with  Mr.  Pri.vgle,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  COX.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Aaron  Harlan. 

Mr.  CORWIN.  Mr.  Harlan  has  been  called 
home  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  his 
wife,  and  important  business.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  made  arrangements  to  pair  olf  with  Mr. 
Hill,  of  Kentucky.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Andrew  J.  Harlan. 

Mr.  MACE.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Harlan,  left 
the  city  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  consequence  of  bad 
health;  and  I  presume  that  he  is  not  yet  recovered, 
or  he  would  be  here.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Wiley  P.  Harris. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  My  colleague  is  confined  to 
his  room  by  sickness.  He  intimated  to  me  this 
morning  that  he  would  be  here  if  he  was  able  to 
do  so;  but  as  he  is  not  present,  1  move  that  he  be 
excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

George  Hastings. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Mr.  Hastings  left  here  a  few 
days  ago,  in  consequence  of  important  profes- 
sional engagements.    As  I  understand  lliat  his 


wife  is  in  delicate  health,  that  may  have  something 
to  do  with  hia  stay.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  whs  agreed  to. 

Isaac  E.  Hiester. 

Mr.  MIDDLEbWARTH.  My  colleague  has 
been  called  home  in  consequence  of  having  some 
very  important  business  to  attend  to;  but  I  under- 
stand that  he  has  paired  off  with  Mr.  J.  Glanct 
Jones,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  that  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Clement  S.  Hill. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Mr.Speaker,  Mr.HiLi, 
has  been  confined  for  some  time  to  his  room.  I 
understand,  besides,  that  he  has  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Harlan,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

J.  Glancy  Jones. 

Mr.WRIGHT,ofPennsylvania.  Mr.Speaker, 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Jones,  has  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Hiester,  as  has  been  already  stated,  on  all  ques- 
tions appertaining  to  the  Nebraska  bill.  I  there- 
fore move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

James  J.  Lindley. 

This  name  was  twice  calledi  but  there  waa  no 
excuse  offered . 

Fayette  McMullin. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague, 
Mr.  McMuLLiN,  is  ab-sent  from  the  city.  He 
has  paired  off  with  some  person;  but  I  at  present 
do  not  recollect  who. 

A  Member.     With  Mr.  Nichols,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Yes;  he  has  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Nichols,  of  Ohio;  and  i  therefore  move  that 
he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

John  McQueen. 

Mr.  Keitt.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague,  Mr. 
McQueen  is  detained  nt  home  by  indisposition 
in  his  family.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Edwin  B.  Morgan. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  col- 
league,  Mr.  Morgan,  was  railed  home  by  the 
death  of  his  child.     1  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion'  was 
agreed  to. 

George  W.  Morrison. 

Mr.  KITTREDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  col- 
league, Mr.  Morrison,  has  been  called  home  by 
professional  business.  Having  paired  off  on  the 
Nebraska  question  with  Mr.  Chastain,  of  Geor- 
gia, I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Matthias  H.  Nichols. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Mr.  Speaker, my  colleague, 
Mr.  Nichols,  has  been  called  home  from  sickness 
in  hisfamily.  He  has  paired  off  on  the  Nebraska 
question  with  Mr.  McMullin,  of  Virginia.  I 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  waa  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Thomas  Ritchey. 

Mr.  GREEN.  I  would  state,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Ritchey,  is  absent  from  the 
city.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Paclds  Powell. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Mr.  Sneaker,  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Powell,  has  been  called  to  Richmond,  last 
evening,  to  assist  my  friend,  Mr.  Caskie,  in  the 
family  arrangement  which  1  have  spoken  of.  He 
is  in  favor  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  and  has  paired 
off  on  all  questions  connected  with  it  witti  Mr. 
Mace,  of  Indiana.  I  move  that  my  colleague  b* 
excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Benjamin  Pringle. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Pringle,  hns  been  called  home  in  consequence  of 
a  death  in  his  family.  I  understand,  however, 
that  he  has  made  arrangements  with  Mr.  Grey, 
of  Kentucky,  to  pair  off  on  the  Nebraska  bill.  1 
move  that  he  be  excused. 
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Thequeation  waa  pat;  and  the  motion  wag 
aigreed  u>. 

Peter  Rove. 

M  r.  TA  YLOR,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  understand  that  my  colleague,  Mr.  Rows,  is 
detained  in  the  city  of  New  York  by  important 
buainesa,  and  that  he  will  ahortly  resume  his  etat 
in  the  House.     1  more  that  he  l>e  excused. 

The  queation  waa  put-,  and  the  moti*n  was 
agreed  to. 

Wilson  Shannon. 

Mr.  SAPP.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Sbahmsn,  has  been  called  home  nn  important  busi- 
ness'.    I  move  that  he  be  excused? 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
•greed  to. 

Adodstus  R.  Sollers. 

Mr.  FRANKLIN.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Sollers,  bos  been  detained  from  the  sitting 
of  this  House  for  along  lime  bv  sickness.  He  is 
now  at  home.     I  move  that  he  Be  excused. 

The  queation  was  taken;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

Frederick  P.  Stanton. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Speaker, 
my  brother  has  been  called  home  some  few  days 
ago  by  important  private  business.  He  expected 
to  have  been  here  to-day;  but  I  presume  he  has 
been  detained  on  the  road.  He  has  paired  off 
with  a  gentleman  from  Illinois,  Mr,  Yatei.  I 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  waa  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Treodoric  R.  Westbrook. 

Mr.  OEAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Westbrsok,  is  detained  at  home  by  professional 
business.    1  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Richard  Yates. 

Mr.  WASH  BURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.Speliker, 
I  move  that  my  colleague,  Mr.  Yates,  be  ex- 
euaed.  He  haa  been  called  home  by  important 
busineaa  for  a  few  days.  I  understand  he  has 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee. 

The  question  waa  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  aeorgla.  As  the  names 
of  the  absentees  have  all  been  called  over  and 
disposed  of,  (  move  that  all  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Th'e  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

(A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Sidney 
Webster,  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary,  informing 
the  House  that  he  had  signed  certain  bills.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  nf  the  Union. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  1  would  inquire  of  the  Chair 
if  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill  will  not 
be  the  first  business  in  order  if  the  House  resolve 
to  cfo  into  committee? 

[Cries  of  "Q.uestion!"    "Queation!"] 

Mr.  MILLSON.  As  I  believe  the  deficiency 
bill  will  be  the  first  in  order,  I  shall  rote  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  object  to  all  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Discussion  is  not  in  order, 
and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  109,  nays  88;  as  follows: 

YBA8 — Meanra.  Atwrctninble,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
WillU  Allen,  Aahe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thotnu  R.  Bayly, 
Barkmlale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocnck,  Bnyce,  Breckinridge, 
Bridiex,  Brooka,  ChrlMnan,  Cliurehwell, Clark, Clinginan, 
Cohb,  Colquitt,  Cnx,  Craige,  Cumniing,  John  Q.  Davia, 
Dawoon,  Dianf>y,  DowdRll,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Eddy,  Rd- 
niundann,  John  M.  Ellintt,  Engliah,  Florence,  Goode, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Bnmpflon  W.  Harrip.  Hen- 
diicka,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,Hau'ton,lngenoll, George 
W.  Joneii,  Bnland  Jnnea,  Keiti,  Ki-rr,  Kidwpll,  Knriz, 
Lamb,  Lniie,  Laiham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  LIndley,  Macdonald, 
McDnuinll.  McNair,  Mniwell,  May,  JnhnO.  Miller. Smith 
Miller.  Mfllaon,  Noble,  Old*,  Mordwai  Oliver,  Utr,  Packer, 
John  Perkinn,  Plielp^  Philll|M,  PrMton,  Puryear,  Ready, 
BeeM,  Richardaon,  Riddle,  Robbiaa,  Rogers,  Ruffln, 
Seward,  8baw,  Shower,  Singleton,  Hamuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
Ham  Smiih,  Vtrilllani  R.  Smith,  Oenrge  W.  Smyth,  Snod- 
traaa,  Rtchnrd  It.  Stnninn,  AlexanderH.  Stephens,  Siraub, 
David  Hinan,  Jnlin  J.  Taylor,  TnHii,  Tweed,  Vail,  Van* 
aani,  Walbridge,  Walker.  Walab,  Warren,  Wine,  Daniel 
B.  Wclilit,  Baodiick  B.  Wright,  and  ZoUicoStr— 1(». 


NATS — Meoan.  Ball,  Banka,  Belcher,  Bennetl,   Ben- 

mn,  Benton,  Bugg,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chambertaiii, 
Chandler,  Curwiu,  C;rocker,Cullom,CuniB,  Culling,  Thou. 
Davia,  Dean,  Diik,  Dickinaon,  Drum,  Eaatman,  Edgerton, 
EduianUa,  Thuinas  D.  Elinl,  Ellison,  Biheridge,  Everhart, 
Parley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Kranklin,  Qaoible,  Giddlng^,  ti<H>d- 
tich,Grow,  Harrition,  Haven,  Howe,  Hughes,  lluni,  John- 
son, Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Killredgc,  Knox, 'Ijindsley,  Lyon, 
Mi'Cullocli,  Macy,  Matlamn,  Maurice,  Mayall,  MearUani, 
Middleawartb,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker, 
Peck,  Peckham,Peiiniugton,  Bi^<llllp  Perklini,  Prau,  David 
Ritchie,  Ru«ell,  Sabin,  Hage,  Sapp,  Seymour,  SluimniiB, 
Skelton,  Gerril  l^inilli.  Heater  L.  dtevena,  Stratum,  An* 
drew  Sluarl,  John  L.  Taylor,  NaUianiel  G.  Taylor,  Tnuts- 
ton,  Tracy,  Uphain,  Wade,  tvalley,  Glihu  B.  Waahburne, 
tamel  Washburn,  Wells,  John  WeutworUi,  Tappan  Went- 
wortb,  and  Wheeler— 88. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  theUnion, 
(Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  movetolay  osidebill 
No.  84,  upon  the  Calendar,  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  subsequent  business  thereon. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Is  it  in  order  to  have  that 
bill  read,  that  we  mny  understand  what  it  is?  If 
so,  I  call  for  the  reading  of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Clerk  will  read  the 
bill. 
The  bin  was  then  read  bjr  its  title,  as  follows: 
A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gh>vernment  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  18.'i5. 

Mr.   PHELPS.      1  suppose  the  question  is, 
whether  the  committee  will  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  that  bill  or  not? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    That  is  the  question. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  move  that  that  bill  be 
laid  luide. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr. 
Houston]  if  he  desires*  to  have  that  bill  laid 
aside? 

-  Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  suppose  the  committee  are 
willing  to  take  one  vote  upon  this  matter  of  laying 
aside  these  bills,  as  a  test  of  party  strength  on 
this  Nebraska  question. 
[Cries  of"  No!"  "No!"] 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  move  that  one  vote  be 
taken  upon  laying  aside  all  bills  upon  the  Calen- 
dar which  stand  before  the  Nebraska-Kansas 
bin. 
[Cries  of  "  Question !"  "  Q.ueation  !"] 
Mr.  W  HEELER.    I  call  for  the  reading  ofthe 
bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  hasalready  been 
read  by  its  title.  ,     ^ 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  desire  to  have  the  bill 
read  through  by  sections. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  my  to 
the  gentleman  that  when  a  bill  is  under  consider- 
ation, it  is  in  order  to  call  for  its  reading  in  extenso, 
but  when  a  motion  is  pending  to  lay  it  aside,  it  can 
only  be  read  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HAVE^.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
If  I  remember  correctly,  when  the  House  was  last 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  committee  had 
under  consideration  the  deficiency  bill.  A  reso- 
lution was  adopted  in  the  House,  closing  debate 
upon  that  bill,  and  thereby  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  committee  to  proceed  to  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ments then  pending,  or  such  as  might  be  after- 
wards offered  to  it. 

The  question  of  order  is,  that  that  business  is 
first  in  order,  and  that  we  must  now  proceed  to 
execute  the  order  of  the  House  upon  the  deficiency 
bill.    I  ask  to  have  the  order  of  the  House  read. 
Mr.  STEPH  ENS,  of  Georgia.    Is  the  question 
of  order  debatable? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not. 
Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  only  wish  to  say,  in  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  that  the  order  to  wnich  he  has   referred 
only  applies  to  the  deficiency  bill  when  we  have 
it  under  consideration.    The  pending  motion,  as 
I  understand  it,  is  to  postpone  that  bill.     If  we 
take  it  up,  of  course  the  order  will  apply;  but  it 
is  not  now  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  state 
that  he  supposes  that,  under  the  practice  of  the 
House,  the  first  motion  would  be  to  lay  aside  the 
deficiency  bill,  as  that  was  the  bill  uniler  consid- 
eration when  the  House  was  last  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  make  that  motion. 


Mr.  HAVEN.  My  question  of  order  is,  that 
the  business  last  under  consideration  in  the  com- 
mittee should  first  be  taken  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman  from  New 
York  raises  the  question  of  order,  that  inasmuch 
as  debate  had  been  closed  by  an  order  of  the 
House  upon  the  defioiency  bill,  that  bill  must  be 
first  considered,  and  cannot  be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  call  the  at- 
tention ofthe  Choir  and  of  the  committee  thatNo. 
48  is  the  deficiency  bill. 

Several  Members.    Oh,  no. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No.  48  upon  the  Calendar 
is  the  bill  known  as  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Then  I  was  mimaken. 
I  intended  to  move  to  lay  aside  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  oa 
sustaining  my  point  of  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No,  sir.  TheChairwill 
give  his  decision.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
resolution  of  the  House  closing  debate  upon  the 
deficiency  bill  applies  to  that  bill  when  it  is  up  for 
consideration  in  the  committee.  If  that  bill  were 
under  consideration,  the  point  made  by  thegentle- 
man from  New  York  would  hold  good.  It  would 
then  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  proceed  to 
vote  upon  the  amendments,  and  report  it  to  the 
House,  as  the  resolution  directs;  but  tfie  question 
is  upon  taking  up  that  bill.  That  is  tlie  deciaion 
of  the  Chair.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
take  an  appeal  ? 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  wish  to  say 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  know  debate  is  not  in  order, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  to  which  the 
friends  of  the  Nebraska  bill  would  object  I 
merely  wish  to  say  that  I  believe  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  committee  to  decide  this  question  by  a  vote, 
and  I  therefore  respectfully  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  then  is, 
"Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee?" 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  that  question  I  de- 
mand tellers. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  would  like 
to  hear  th*e  resolution  dosing .  debate  upon  the 
deficiency  bill  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Reaelcad,  That  all  debate  In  Ihe  Committee  ofthe  Whole 
House  on  Ihe  ataie  of  ihe  Union  on  the  bill  of  the  Hoaae 
(No.  *J71)lo  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Xlh  of  J  une,  lt$S4,  shall 
cease  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday  neii,  (if  tlHt  com- 
initiee  shall  nut  sooner  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  the 
same;)  and  the  commillee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  en 
such  amendmenta  us  may  be  pending,  dr  offered  to  the 
same,  and  shall  then  report  It  to  the  House,  with  such 
amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  lo  by  Uie  commillee. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  In  connection  with  that  reso- 
lution I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  135th  rale. 

The  135th  rule  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  is 
OS  follows: 

"tSS.  In  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  ofthe  Union 
the  bills  shall  be  taken  up  aod  disposed  nf  in  their  order  on 
the  Calendar;  but  when  objection  is  made  lo  ib«  consider- 
ation of  a  bill,  a  ra^ority  of  ibe  committee  sball  decide, 
without  debate,  whether  it  shall  be  uken  up  and  disposed 
of,  or  laid  aside ;  ProvUtilf  That  general  appropriation  bills, 
and,  in  time  of  war,  billa  for  raising  men  or  money,  aiM 
bills  concerning  a  treaty  of  peace,  sball  be  preferred  to  all 
other  bills,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee ;  and  wben 
demanded  by  any  member,  Ihe  queslioa  slisU  Oral  be  put  la 
regard  lo  them." 

Mr.  MACE.  I  have  a  motion  to  submit  con- 
cerning priority  of  business. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  The  motion  is  not  debata- 
ble. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  know  it  is  not  debatable;  but 
I  wish  to  submit  a  motion  concerning  priority  of 
business,  which  it  is  in  order  for  me  to  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  hearths 
gentleman's  motion  as  soon  as  the  appeal  is.  taken. 

Mr.  MACE.  But  it  is  in  connection  with  the 
appeal  that  I  wish  to  make  my  motion.  It  is  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  made  before  the  appeal 
IS  decided. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  first  in  order 
is  the  decision  ofthe  question  of  order. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  submit  that  the  deficiency  bill 
has  priority  over  all  other  business  in  ita  consid- 
eration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  decided 
that  the  deficiency  bill  is  the  first  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  however,  moves  to  lay  it 
aside,  and  the  Chair  decides  that  the  motion  ia  in 
order.    From  this  decision  the  gentlenuui  from 
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New  York  has  taken  an  appeal,  which  appeal  the 
Chair  aeain  decides  must  be  firat  decided. 

Mr.  JONES,  orTenneasee.  There  is  one  ques- 
tion which,  t  think,  must  take  precedence  of  all 
theae  <nieiitions.  I  submit  that,  according  to  the  rule 
of  the  Houae,  when  the  House  goes  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
the  bills  must  be  called  upon  the  Calendar,  com- 
mencini:  with  the  firat  bill  on  the  liat.  There 
is  no  unfinished  business  in  committee. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  But  ithaa  been  otherwise 
decided  on  former  occasions. 

[Cries  of  "  aueation !"] 

Mr.  DISNEY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CL.INGMAN.  I  object,  Mr.  Chairman; 
I  object  to  all  discussion. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  wish  merely  to  have  the  rule 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  read  at  the  Clerk 'a  desk. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wish  the  Chair  to  under- 
stand that  I  object.     It  is  a  mode  of  discussion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  rule  cannot  be  read, 
as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  peraists  in 
hia  objection. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  the  appeal;  and  Messrs. 
Vail  and  Chdrchwell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  question, 
"Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  committee.'"  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  ntfirmative;  the  tellers  having  reported — 
ayes  100,  noes  88. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  aside 
the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  CA  M  PBELL.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cahpbbll 
and  BococK  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  103,  noes  82. 

So  the  deficiency  bill  was  laid  aside. 

House  bill  No.  48  was  then  read  by  its  title,  as 
follows: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Qovernment  for  the 
year  ending  the  30lh  June,  1855. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  to  lay  aude  bill 
No.  48. 

Mr.  WHBELERdemanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wbeiler  and  Hamilton 
were  appointed. 

The  quesiioiHwas  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  103,  noes  56. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
now  rise,  as  1  think  we  have  dons  a  pretty  good 
day's  work.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WHEELER  demanded  tellers  upon  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Sapp 
and  Phillips  were  appointed . 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported— ^lye8  63,  noes  96. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
next  bill  on  the  Calendar. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  House  bill  No.  95,' 
being  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30lh  June, 
1855. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  the  bUl 
aside. 

Mr.  HUGHES.    I  rise  to  a  qaestion  of  order. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  state  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  HOGHES.  It  is,  that  there  having  been 
no  objection  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  the 
motion  to  lay  it  aside  is  not  in  order. 

The  C  H  A  i  RM AN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  By  the  rales  of  the  House, 
a  motion  to  lay  aside  a  bill  is  not  in  order  unless 
objection  be  made. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  that  the 
motion  to  lay  aside  is  in  itself  an  objection. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  Chair,  if  the  question  upon  the  motion  to  lav 
aside  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
has  been  stated  and  taken  ? 

The  CH  A IRMAN.  That  vote  has  been  taken. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  aak  for  tell- 
ers upon  the  pending  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mssara.  Chahslbk 
and  Pacreh  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported— Aves  97,  noes  24. 

So  th«  bill  was  laid  asid*. 


The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  then  reported , 
as  follows : 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  transpor- 
4ation  of  the  United  States  mail  by  ocean  steamers 
and  otherwise  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30th  of  June,  1855. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  that  bill 
aside. 

Many  Voices.    Tellers. 

Mr.  CUri'lNO.  1  hope  not.  i  hope  that  no 
more  time  of  the  House  will  be  consumed  in 
taking  questions  by  tellers.  There  appears  to  be  a 
decided  and  clear  majority  in  favor  of  laying  aside 
these  bills. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  FARLEY.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs  Lame,  of 
Indiana,  and  Skelton  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
—ayes  101,  noes  21. 

So  the  bill  waa  laid  aside. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  House  bill  (No.  97) 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  ending  3Uih  June,  1855. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  to  lay  aside 
that  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Upon  that  moUon  I 
demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  QaEEV  and 
Goodrich  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  waa  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative;  the  tellers  having  reported 
—ayes  98,  noes  31. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  wUI  report  the 
title  of  the  next  bill  on  the  Calendar. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

H.  R.  No.  8.  A  bill  to  repeal  the  first  proviso 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
granting*  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  miUlary  service  of 
the  United  States,"approved  September  28, 1850. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  know 
but  what  I  am  undertaking  to  say  that  which  I 
ought  not  to;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  committee 
had  better,  by  unanimous  consent,  for  such  evi- 
dently is  the  design  of  the  majority,  lay  aside  all 
of  the  bills  on  the  Calendar,  before  the  one  in 
reference  to  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas. 

[Cries  of  "  I  object !"  "  Let  us  do  it ! "  "  Time 
will  be  saved!"  Ax.] 

Mr.  HAVEN,  i  am  as  much  opposed  to  the 
Nebraska-Kansas  bill  as  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor;  but  it  is  evidently  the  design  of  this  commit- 
tee to  lay  aside  all  the  bills  on  the  Calendar  before 
it,  and  we  had  better  let  it  be  donS  immediately 
and  save  time. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Objection  has  been  made. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside  the 
bill  which  has  just  been  reported. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  demand  tellers  on  that 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Pakeer,  of 
Indiana,  and  Scwaed,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  lUl,  noes  22. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  bill  next  in  order  on  the  Calendar  was 
House  bill  (No.  9)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  purcha- 
sers and  locators  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  that  the  biU  be 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  FARLEY  on  that  motion  I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Ritchie,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Kbitt,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  i  wish  to  inquire  whether 
a  vote  has  been  toksn  on  setting  aside  the  French 
spoliation  bill? 

TheCHAIRMAN.  It  has  not.  We  are  act- 
ing on  the  bills  uriatim,  and  we  have  not  yet  come 
to  the  French  spoliation  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  99,  noes  19. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

House  bill  No.  116  wa»  then  read  by  its  title,  as 
follows: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications 
and  other  works  of  defense,  and  for  repairs  of 
barracks  and  quarters,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
of  June,  1855. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Imovs  to  lay  asidethia 
biU. 


Mr.  EDGERTON  demanded  tellers;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Rica- 
ARDsoN  >  motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  theaffirm- 
alive. 

So  the  bill  waa  laid  aside. 

House  bill  (No.  117)  was  then  read  by  its  title, 
as  follows: 

A  biH  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  aad 
satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the 
3l8t  day  of  July,  1801. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  moveto  lay  aside  this 
bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  MATTBSON.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered  upon  Mr. 
Matteson'i  motion;  and  Messrs.  Pratt  and 
Walsh  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  45,  noes  93. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  now  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
RiCHARDBOH,]  to  lay  aside  the  French  spoliation 
bill. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  And  on  that  1  ask  for  tel- 
lers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Sarr  and 
Florence  were  appointed  each  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  99,  noes  32. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  next  bill  in  order  upon  the  Calendar  was 
then  reported,  as  follows: 

H.  R.  No.  132.  A  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate 
the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside  that 
bill. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  DAWiON,and 
Jones,  of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  102,  noes  16. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  House  bill  No.  172, 
to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  by  retiring 
disabled  officers. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside  that 
bill. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  of 
Ohio,  and  Lillt  were  appointed.      * 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  94,  noes  24. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  title  of  the  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  for 
consideration  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

H.  R.  No.  34.  A  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
and  a  donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
in  aid  of  the  constraetion  of  the  Coosa  and  Ten- 
nessee river  railroad,  in  said  State,  leading  from 
Gadsden  to  the  Tennessee  river,  at  or  near  Gun- 
ter's  Landing. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  movs  that  that  bill  be 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Washbdrnb, 
of  Illinois,  and  Bridobi  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  tbeaffirmative,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes 
100,  noes  18. 

So  the  bill  was  laidaside. 

The  bill  next  in  order  on  the  Calendar  waa 
Houae  bill  (No.  186)  further  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  rMluce  and  modify  the  rates  of 
postage  in  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  March  3, 1851. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  that  biU 
be  laid  aside. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  demand  tellers  on  that 
motion. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered,  only  twenty-one  mem- 
bers rising. 

Joint  resolution  (No.  12)  "  to  provide  for  the 
continuanceof  the  work  on  the  Washington  aque- 
duct" was  next  in  order  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  that  that  Joint 
resolution  he  laid  aside. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  to  amend  the  motion  of  the.(^tlemaa  from 
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Illinois,  by  adding,  "  and  tbs  next  one,"  so  as  to 
lay  two  aside  at  once  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  that 
the  bills  must  be  laid  eiside  lerisAm,  under  the 
rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  EOGERTON.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson.] 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  RoaBiKt,and 
OTDART,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
I  96,  noes  37. 


So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

Senate  resolution  No.  4  was  then  read  by  its 
title,  as  follows:  "Resolution  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  confer  the  title 
of  lieutenant  general  by  brevet  for  eminent  ser- 
vices." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside 
this  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  SAGE  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  Inobrsoli.  and  Howe  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  99,  noes  47. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  Clerk  reported  the  next  bill  on  the  Calen- 
dar, which  was  House  bill  No.  138,  extendine 
the  provisions  of  the  pension  and  bounty  land 
laws  DOW  ill  force,  so  as  to  include  surgeons  who 
served  in  the  Mexican  war  under  contract  with 
commandants  of  regiments. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  move  to  lay  the  bUI 
aside. 

Several  Mbmskri.    Tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Rijddui  and 
"VfjLDt,  were  appointed  such  tellers. 

Tbequestion  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
—ayes  97.  noes  23. 

&>  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

The  next  bill  in  order  upon  the  Calendar  was 
then  reported,  as  follows: 
_  H.  K..  No.  43.  A  bill  in  relation  to  invalid  pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  that  bill 
aside. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hoditoh 
•nil  MiDOLciwARTH  appointed. 

The  question  was  liisn  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  94,  noes  30. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

House  bill  No.  Ill  coming  up  next  in  order  for 
consideration,  was  read  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  third  section  of  an  act  grant- 
ing bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside  the 
bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Upqp  thai,inotioa  I 
demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered,  only  twenty  roemben 
voting  therefor. 

The  queation  w/w  taken;  and  the  bill  was  laid 
aside. 

MBBRA8KA>KAN8Aa  BILL. 

House  bill  No.  336  coming  up  next  in  order 
upon  the  Calendar  for  consideration,  was  read  by 
its  title,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  lay 
aside  that  bill.    [Laughter.! 

Mr.  RICHARDSCuT.  I  move  to  take  up  that 
bill 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Was  there  not  a  motion 
made  to  lay  the  bill  aside?  If  there  was  not,  I 
make  that  motion.  Now  that  we  have  gone  thus 
far,  I  want  to  get  at  the'Simon  pure  of  Ihe  Senate. 
I  move  to  lav  aside  that  bill;  and  upon  the  motion 
I  demand  tellers. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  '  It  is  equally  in  order  to  move  to 
lay  aside  and  to  take  up  tne  bill.  I  eubmit  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  was  first 
made,  and  that  the  question  must  be  first  taken 
upon  it 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Choir  has  thus  fsr 
entertained  the  motion  to  lay  aside,  and  he  wiQ 
^bere  tq  the  aame  courae  in  thia  case. 


Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.    Its  effect  will  be  the  same  as  mine. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Breckin- 
ridge, and  Smith  of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  65,  noes  105. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  is  now  before  the 
committee  for  consideration. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  propose  the  bill 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  as  a  substitute  for  the 
one  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Is  it  in  order  to  have 
the  bill  reed  > 

The  CH  A I RM  AN.  It  is  in  order  to  have  the 
bill  read.  If  the  gentleman  calls  for  its  reading, 
it  will  be  read. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  a  very  long 
bill,  aqd  will  occupy  much  time  in  its  reading.  I 
would  suggest  that  it  be  read  by  sections  for 
amendment. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.     I  am  on  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  rule  is  such,  that  if  it  be  called  for,  the  bill 
must  be  resd. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  With  the  permission  of 
the  committee,  I  would  now  briefly  state  the 
reasons  inducing  me  to  offer  the  amendment  which 
1  have  submitted.  I  do  not  design  to  go  further, 
at  this  time,  than  to  explain  as  briefly  as  I  con 
the  character  of  the  substitute  which  I  propose. 
There  arc  very  many  thihgs,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
which  1  should  like  to  reply.  There  are  very 
many  arguments  that  have  been  used  by  gentle- 
men who  are  opposed  to  this  bill,  the  fallacy  of 
which  I  think  I  could  very  readily  expose.  I  do 
not  propose,  however,  to  do  so  now.  The  reason 
why  I  ao  not  propose  to  do  so,  is  that  I.  do  not 
desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  committee.  I  de- 
sire that  those  friends  of  the  measure  who  are 
anxious  to  be  heard  shall  be  heard,  and  when 
they  are  ready  to  vote  upon  this  question- 
Mr.  COBB.     Its  enemies  too. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Its  enemies,  too,  though 
they  have  been  heard  pretty  extensively  already. 

Mr.  COBB.    Oh,  give  every  one  a  fair  chance. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  When  they  shall  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  themeasure,  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  be  their  desire,  at  a  very  early 
day,  to  bring  this  question  to  a  vote. 

The  substitute  which  I  propose,  Mr.  Chairman, 
is  sut^stantially  the  Senate  bill  with  one  material 
exception;  it  leaves  the  Clattoh  amendment  out. 
The  other  amendments  are  utterly  immaterial; 
they  are  merely  verbal  amendments.  My  substi- 
tute changes  the  bill  in  no  material  respect,  except 
in  that  to  which  1  have  referred. 

The  committee  will  excuse  me  if  I  forbear  at 
this  time  to  enter  into  the  varied  field  of  discussion 
to  which  this  bill  has  led  in  this  House,  and  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol.  1  do  not  desire  to  dis- 
cuss the  bill.  I  desire  that  other  members,  who 
are  more  anxious  to  discuss  it  than  I  am,  shall  do 
so.  I  submit  the  substitute  with  this  brief  expla- 
nation ;  and  I  have  no w  said  all  1  dssire  to  say. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  committee  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Oh,  no;  we 
want  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  My  reason  for  asking  to 
dispenss  with  the  reading  of  the  amendment  is, 
that  I  desire  to  address  the  committee  in  favor  of 
the  substitute. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  it  the  pleuiare  of  the 
committee  to  dispense  with  the  reading? 

[Cries of"  No!""No!"] 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  suppose  that,  if  any  one 
member  asks  for  the  reading  of  the  substitute,  it 
must  be  read. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessse.  If  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  would  suggest  that,  when 
the  committee  nse,  the  House  can  order  the 
angeodment  to  be  printed,  I  suppose  the  reading 
of  it  would  not  be  insisted  on. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  will  do  that,  in  lieu  of 
moving  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  substi- 
tute. 

Mr,  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  When  we  getinto 
the  House,  we  can  thep  order  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the- gentleman  6om  Illinois  to  be  printed. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  tba 
committee  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the 
bUI? 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  Chair  if  we 
dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
ARDioH,]  whether  we  shall  thereby  waive  the  right 
of  offering  amendments  to  it? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Not  at  all;  it  wtU  still  be 
open  for  amendments. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
HibbardJ  wishes  to  address  the  committee.  If 
that  is  his  desire,  I  am  sure  that  no  one  of  the 
enemies  of  the  bill  will  throw  any  obstacle  in  his 
way.  (  hope  he  may  be  now  allowed  to  proceed 
with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  HIBBARD  rose  and  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. 
A  report  of  his  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

Mr.  H.  having  concluded — 

The  floor  was  awarded  to  Mr.  LYON,  who 
addressed  the  Committee  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  here  obuined  the  floor. 

A  Member.  Will  the  eenileman  from  Con- 
necticut yield  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on  !"  "  Go  on  I") 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  If  the  committee  desire,  I 
am  ready  to  go  on  now. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  that 
motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  PRiLLirs  and 
Norton  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  61,  a  further  count  not  being  demanded. 

So  the  motion  was  sgreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose, and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Olds)  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly,  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  236)  to 
organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  1  move  that  th^House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  it  waa 
the  understanding  in  committee,  that  when  we 
came  into  the  House  we  \i:ere  to  order  this  sub* 
stitute  to  the  Nebraska  bill  printed.  It  was  with 
that  understanding  that  its  reading  was  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  withdraw  the  motion  for  that 
purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  printing  will  be  ordered , 
unless  objection  be  made. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  is  in  order  to  move  to  ana- 
pend  the  rules,  is  it  not? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  aiw- 
pended  for  that  purpose.  I  would  also  remark  to 
the  House  that  the  Doorkeeper  informs  me  that 
the  original  Senate  bill  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  one  copy  for  each  member, has  been  dia- 
tributed  to  the  member*  upon  their  order,  so  that 
there  are  no  copies  left.  I  would  suggest  that  thia 
bill  be  ordered  to  be  again  printed  for  the  aae  of 
the  House. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  aoa- 
pend  the  rules;  and,  upon.a  division,  there  were 
— ayes  79,  noes  1;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  move  that  when  the  Hoasa 
adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  tan 
o'clock,  a.  m._ 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Compromise,  and  roova  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  to-morro-w, 
at  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  There  is  no  quorum  praa- 
ent,  and  the  motions  submitted  by  gentleman, 
other  than  the  one  to  adjourn,  are  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  no  quorum  being  pres- 
ent, cannot  bcput  or  carried. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  would  in^uife of  the  Chais 
whether  it  would  be  in  o|de|r  for  me  to  aaakm  m 
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motion  affecting  tb*  sabjeet  of  th*  hour  at  which 
we  are  to  meet,  to  be  conaMered  to-morrow  1  I 
do  not  want  to  do  anything  which  may  be  diaa- 
rreeable  to  the  House;  but  there  are  many  gen- 
tlemen who  desire  to  speati  on  the  Nebrealca- 
Kanaas  bill.  That  all  may  have  an  opportunity, 
we  might  meet  earlier  in  the  morning,  or  have 
night  sessions.  I  do  not  wanttheorder  to  extend 
beyond  this  week,  or  while  we  are  occupied  in  the 
disposition  of  this  subject, 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  have  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adioam,  and  insist  on  the  question  being  put 
to  the  House. ' 

The  question  was  taken;  juid  the  motion  was 
carried. 

Thereupon  the  House  adjourned  (at  four  and  « 
half  o'clock,  p.  m.)  till  to-morrow,  at  twelve,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 

TvBiDAT,  .Way  9,  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Hbnrt  Sucek. 

TheJournalofyesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

EXECOTIVE   COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempon  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  hin  account 
of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  year  ending  SUih  June,  1853; 
which  waaordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  BRIOHT  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Madison,  Indiana,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  port  of  entry  at  that  place;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  resolutions  parsed  at 
a  meeting  of  thesiudents  of  Wilbraham  Academy, 
Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  favor  of  the  establishment  by  the 
United  Slates,  of  floating  schools  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  youth  in  the  rudiments  of  navigation 
and  seamanship;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Oeorge  Washington 
Orcene,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  which  he  states  that 
he  is  in  possession  of  valuable  documents  belong- 
ing to  his  late  ancestor.  Major  General  Qreene, 
an^  praying  the  aid  of  Congress  in  the  publication 
of  them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commilteaon 
the  Library. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  H.  S.  Sanford,  late  charge  d'affaires  at 
Paris,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  dinrrence  between 
his  pay  as  secretary  of  legation  and  charge  d'of- 
faires,  during  the  time  he  acted  as  such,  and  the 
reimbursement  of  the  amount  paid  for  clerk  hire 
in  said  legation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  Townsend 
Glover,  Darius  Clagett,  and  others,  praying  Con- 
gress to  make  an  appropriation  to  purchase  Glo- 
ver's collection  of  artificial  fruits,  now  on  exhibi- 
tion at  the  United  States  Patent  Office;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
C.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  praying  an  appropriation 
for  the  compensation  of  his  services  as  Envoy  Ex- 
Iraordinaryand  Minister  Plenipotentiary  on  special 
missions  to  the  Argentine  Confederation  and  to 
the  Oriental  Republic  of  Uraguay,  in  the  years 
1853- '53;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign   Relations. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  professing  the  Jewish  religion, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  secure. to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  every  religious 
ereed,  while  residing  or  traveling  abroad,  the 
rights  of  religious  worship ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreien  Relations. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for  the 
eonstruotion  of  Fort  Carroll,  near  Baltimore; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  memorid  signtd  by 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-fivecitizensof  New  York, 
praying  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas; 
whioh  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Also,  twenty-three  memorials  from  ciiiztns  of 
Ohio,  and  other  States  in  the  Union,  aeainst  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  oh  the  table. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
delegates  and  representatives  of  that  portion  of 
the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  known  as  the 
"  Indian  party,"  residing  in  Wisconsin,  praying 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  remain  in  their 
present  homes,  and  that  Congress  will  make  an 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  dele- 
gation while  visiting  the  seat  of  Government  on 
business  of  the  tribe;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Mis- 
souri, Ohio,  and  other  Suites,  praying  that  a 
quarter  section  of  land  may  be  granted  to  the 
head  of  every  family  Of  the  Chippewa  Indiana, 
residing  in  Michigan,  and  an  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  schools  among  those  Indians;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Harrisliurgand 
Aeronsburg,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  measures 
may  betaken  to  secure  to  American  citizens  re- 
siding or  traveling  abroad,  the  rights  of  conscience 
and  religions  worship;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  additionaldocuments 
in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Caty  White,  widow 
of  Doctor  William  White;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee,  on  Pensions. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  waa  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKcah,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  fol- 
lowing enrolled  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  William  Davis,  late  commander  of  the 
United  States  transport  schooner  Eufala; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Fayette  Maiizy  and  Robert 
G.  Ward;  and 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heir*  of  Anthony  G. 
Willis,  deceased. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tamfor*  signed  theobove 
named  bills. 

RECOHMITTAL  OP  PETITION,  EtC. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Orderedf  That  tbe  adverse  report  of  the  Commtltee  on 
Pensions,  on  the  pelitlon  of  Caiy  IVhIte,  be  recommitied, 
together  with  ber  petiUon,  to  the  Commlliee  on  Penslona. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  oT  John  T. 
Hildrelh,  praying  that  the  widow  of  John  Hit- 
dreth,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
may  be  allowed  a  pension,  submitted  an  adverse 
report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 
Mr.  BRIGHT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  reserved  township  in  Gibson 
county,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,'  "  approved  Au- 
gust a,  1843. 

EUROPEAN  PENAL  CODES. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  «4hi  considered  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rnilved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  Rtaie  famlBh  the  Senate 
with  a  eommanieallon  from  H.  8.  Sanford,  late  char(« 
d'aHMim  at  Paris,  on  the  difliBrent  STSIent  of  penal  codes 
in  Europe ;  and  also  a  report  on  the  odniiniMtaiion  chaafe* 
in  France  lince  the  revolution  of  1848. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  S.  P.  LEE. 

Mr.  JOHN^N,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Raohed,  That  two  thoiuand  extra  cnplea  of  the  report 
of  the  cruise  of  the  **  Dolphin.**  under  commmnd  uf  Lien- 
tenant  8.  P.  Lee,  be  printed,  and  that  the  Nbvjp  Depanmsnt 
be  flirnisbed  with  one  thoniand  of  ifae  same. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  rise,  Mr.  President,  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  a  sinsle  word  in  explanation.  I 
atated  yesterday  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richardson, 
from  whose  sermon  I  then  quoted ,  was  a  Connecti- 
cut man,  as  I  beKeved.  I  have  received  a  note 
to-day,  from  a  member  of  his  congregation,  who 
happens  to  be  in  the  city,  stating  that  he  is  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  and  not  from  Coooeetieut.  He  say*  Dr. 


Richardson  came  from  Kentucky  to  him  with  a 
letterof  introduction  from  an  eminent  Kentuckian, 
that  he  was  present  and  heard  that  sermon  deliv- 
ered ,  and  left  the  church  because  ofitsdeliveryon 
the  Sabbath  day.  I  make  this  correction  by  the 
authority  of  one  of  Mr.  Richardson's  congrega- 
tion. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  am  very  glad  the  Senator 
has  made  the  correction. 

DAVID  H7ERLE. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  Uke  up 
for  Consideration  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Myerle.  It  was  objected  to  on  Friday  last  by  a 
single  Senator,  and  was  passed  over. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate,  «• 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill. 

This  case  has  been  eight  years  before  Congress, 
and  has  several  times  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  been  favorably  reported  on  in  the 
Senate.  It  appears  that,  previous  to  the  year  1840, 
the  memorialist  had  been  long  and  extensively 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cordage;  and  was 
poasMsed  of  much  useful  knowledee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  growth,  preparation,  ana  manufacture 
of  hemp.  It  had  long  been  considered  an  object 
of  the  highest  national  importance,  and  as  viially 
esaential  to  our  true  independence  of  other  nations 
for  one  of  the  moat  important  elements  of  national 
defense,  to  introduce  and  establish  the  praticability 
and  safety  of  the  process  of  water-rotting  hemp  in 
the  hemp-growing  regions  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  aupply  of  its  Navy  and  commercial  marine. 

It  is  claimed  that  Mr.  Paulding,  then  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  urged  the  memorialist  to  abandon 
the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  to 
enter  upon  the  experiment  of  water- rotting  hemp. 
The  patronage  of  the  Government  was  tendered 
to  him,  with  the  most  liberal  promises  of  encour- 
agament  and  iademnity  against  loss,  and  if  suc- 
cessful, of  the  most  generous  reward  from  the 
Government,  He  embarked  in  the  business,  and 
hence  his  claim  aeainst  the  Government. 

TbePRESID^T.  There  is  an  amendment 
pending  to  this  bill,  and  the  question  is  on  that 
amendment,  to  strike  out  "  $30,000,"  and  insert 


"410,000." 
Mr.  ( 


GWIN.    Who  was  it  moved  by? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Bvahs,]  who  is  now  absent. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  do  not  see  the  Senator  from 
South  X^arolina  in  his  place.  Probably  he  wishes 
to  address  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  or,  at  all 
events,  desires  to  be  present  when  the  bill  is  taken 
up  and  acted  npon.  It  seepis  to  me  the  usual 
courtesy  requires  it  to  be  postponed  until  he  shall 
be  present.    A  majority  can  take  it  up  at  any  time. 

Mr.  GWIN,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Senator 
deaired  to  discus*  the  bill.  It  has  been  before 
Congress  for  a  long  time.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be 
disposed  of  now,  one  way  or  the  other.  I  have 
not  a  word  to  spy  about  it.  I  think  the  reading 
of  the  report  will  show  clearly  th*  equity  of  th* 
claim. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Th*  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  EvaMS,]  on  Friday,consented  that 
the  bill  might  be  taken  op,  if  h*  coold  b*  heard  on 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Yes,  sir;  I  so  understood  him. 

Mr.  BADGER.  He  said  he  would  agree  to 
take  up  the  bill  on  condition  that  the  Senate  should 
adopt  bis  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  That  amendment  was  to 
reduce  the  amount  frdiB  f30,000  to  tlOiOOO.  That 
Senator  is  not  now  in  his  seat;  ofcourse  he  did 
not  expect  that  the  question  would  come  up  this 
morning.  I  hope  my  friend  from  California  will 
consent  to  wait  until,  at  least,  he  can  be  heard 
upon  that  amendment. 

Mr.  GWIN.  This  question  has  been  before 
Congress  for  many  years.  The  bill  has  been  re- 
ported from  the  Comlhittee  on  Naval  Affiiirs,  and 
I*  well  understood,  I  presume,  by  the  membera 
of  this  body.  I  think  we  can  take  the  vote  on 
the  proposition.  There  are  others  opposed  to  th* 
claim  beside*  th*  Senator  4'rom  South  Carolina! 
and  we  can  take  the  vote  in  his  absence.  If  the 
Senate  agree  to  the  amendment,  and  pass  the  bill 
in  that  form,  I  shall  not  object.  1  am  against  the 
amendment,  but  I  wish  to  nave  it  acted  upon. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  It  isa  mere  matter  of  courtesy 
•n  which  I  appeal  to  my  friaad  from  California, 
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1  may  be  with  him  upon  the  bill;  but  if  he  were 
out  of  hi«  eeat,  itnd  it  were  proposed  to  lake  up  a 
bill  on  which  he  wished  lo  be  heard,  I  should 
make  the  same  point  that  I  now  do  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy. 

Mr.  G WIN.  I  did  not  understand  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  as  exactly  proposing  his 
amendment;  certainly  not  as  wishm^  to  be  heard 
upon  it.  He  agreed  that,  if  (30,000  should  be 
stricken  out,  and  (10,000  inserted,  the  bill  might 
pa«s  without  opposition  from  him.  On  that  day, 
any  one  Senator  could  have  a  private  bill  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  this  bill  will  not  be 
postponed.  The  Senate  has  been  conversant  with 
tdis  measure  for  a  number  of  years.  It  has,  at 
different  times,  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
It  is  perfectly  understood.  I  understand  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  was  merely  as  to  the  amount  to  be  paid. 
Upon  that  nuestion  the  Senate  is  perfectly  compe- 
tent to  decide  at  the  present  time.  At  any  rate,  I 
■ee  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  now  in  his 
seat. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the 
particular  facts  connected  with  this  claim.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  it  is  a  gratuity  throughout. 
But  t  do  recollect  that  at  the  last  session  of  1852, 
the  claim  was  opposed  by  the  honorable  Senator 
then  representing  the  State  of  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Underwood,]  in  an  argument,  which  made  the 
impression  on  my  mina  at  the  time,  that  the  bill 
ought  not  to  pass.  I  know  further  that  a  very 
distinguished  Representative  from  Kentucky,  in 
which  State  I  believe  the  claimant  lives,  stated  to 
me  that  the  claim  was  utterly  baseless.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  should  like  to  have  the  re- 
port read.  I  will  state  further  that  I  can  conceive 
of  no  possible  ground  on  which,  in  giving  a  gra- 
tuity to  a  party — for  this  is  certainly  a  gratuity — 
Tou  are  to  allow  him  interest  upon  it,  which  this 
Dill  contemplates.  If  the  bill  is  now  to  be  put  to 
the  vote  of  the  Senate,  I  ask  that  the  report  may 
be  reod. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  until  Friday  next,  or  I  am 
willing  to  say  to-morrow,  or  any  day  which  will 
■uit  the  convenience  of  the  Senate.  I  wish  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  look  at  the  remarks  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Underwood,] 
in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I  nave  now -a  very 
indistinct  impreAion  of  them;  but  I  know  that  at 
the  time  they  were  made,  they  satisfied  me  that 
the  claim  was  not  a  Just  one.  I  can  see  on  the 
face  of  the  report — without  reference  to  the  mag- 
niloquent language  employed  in  some  portions  of 
it,  evidently  delusive  in  its  character — enough  to 
satisfy  me  that  this  bill  is  dangerous  as  a  prece- 
dent. If,  however,  I  can  find  nothing  in  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  late  Senator  from  Kentucky 
to  justify  opposition  to  the  bill,!  shall  probably 
make  none. 

As  it  now  stands,  the  bill  seems  to  me  to  be 
based  upon  a  false  principle.  In  reference  to  your 
tariff  policy  you  have  decided  that  you  will  not 
grant  even  indirect  protection  by  levying  duties 
with  a  view  to  protection;  yet  here  we  are  asked 
to  give  a  specific  bounty  to  an  individual  for 
entering  into  a  particular  business,  and  that,  too, 
when  he  did  not  comply  with  the  very  terms  of 
the  contract  which  he  entered  into.  He  did  not 
fulfill  the  reouisites  specified  in  that  contract,  and 
vet  you  are  literally  asked  to  give  him  a  specific 
bounty  for  having  introduced  a  certain  business 
into  this  country.  That  business,  of  water-rotting 
hemp,  is  no  more  important,  i  suppose,  than  the 
manufacture  of  iron;  yet,  within  the  lest  few 
weeks,  I  have  seen  a  proposition  made  to  takeoff 
entirely,  all  duties  on  railroad  iron,  although  there 
•re  millions  of  dollars  invested  in  its  manufacture, 
under  the  faith  of  your  laws,  and  that  interest, 
certainly,  is  quite  as  extensive  as  any  benefits 
which  could  be  conferred  by  the  action  of  this  in- 
dividual. 

You  are  to  grant  bounties,  in  one  ease,  to  an 
individual  for  a  partiaular  species  of  manufacture, 
•nd  in  another  case  yon  are  to  depart  from  your 
revenue  system,  to  destroy  the  entire  protection 
afforded  to  a  great  interest  in  the  country,  quite  as 
important  in  itself.  This  seems  to  me  to  behardiy 
•  consistency  in  legislation;  I  mean  a  consistency 
with  any  knovn  principle.    I  vov^  rfither,  hpv- 


ever,  take  time  to  look  into  the  objections  made  to 
this  bill  in  1852  by  ths  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

I  may  state  further  that  a  distinguished  Repre- 
sentative of  Kentucky,  in  the  other  House,  told 
me  that  the  bill  was  baseless,  as  regards  any  right 
on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  thai  he  was  a  maji 
without  property  at  the  time  he  entered  into  this 
business,  and  that  there  was  no  business,  no  cap- 
ital abandoned  by  him  in  order  to  AiMr  into  it. 
Supposing  him  to  have  had  industry  and  skill, ifhe 
fallen!  to  comply  with  his  contract,  ufcourse  he  was 
not  entitled  to  call  upon  the  government  to  remun- 
erate him.  Then  as  regards  the  contract  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  this  individual,  1  look' 
upon  ilos  directly  irt-thefaceof  your  laws,  and  con- 
trary to  all  principle.  He  entered  into  a  contract 
With  an  individual,  not  with  a  view  to  obtain  the 
articles  which  that  contract  specified  should  be 
obtained,  but  under  some  exaggerated  notion  on 
his  part,  that  be  would  assume  the  province  of 
legislation,  and  undertake  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  a  particular  article,  by  entering  into  a  contract 
fur  that  purpose,  outside  the  terms  of  the  general 
law.  1  think  that  this  principle  is  too  monstrous 
to  be  countenanced  by  congressional  legislation  at 
all.  Still  that  is  the  substance  of  the  contract 
made  by  Mr.  Paulding,  according  to  the  report. 

He  was  authorized,  it  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  supply  of  the  Navy 
with  cordage.  He  did  not  enter  into  contracts 
with  a  view  to  obtain  the  supply  necessary  for 
the  Navy,  but  he  made  a  contract  with  this  indi- 
vidual with  the  view,  under  his  notions,  of  intro- 
ducing into  the  country  a  particular  species  of 
manufacture.  Do  you  mean  to  confide  lo  your 
Executive  Departments  any  such  authority  as  that? 
Even  suppose  his  judgment  to  be  right,  if  you  set 
the  precedent  in  this  case,  you  will  have  other 
Secretaries  following  the  same  example,  and  you 
will  have  brought  upon  you,  in  one  case  after 
another,  this  difficulty. 

Every  experimentalist  who  chooses  to  go  to  a 
Secretary  of  War  or  of  the  Navy,  and  obtain  his 
favorable  ear,  and  enter  into  contracts,  not  for  ar- 
ticles wanted  for  the  purpose  of  the  public  service, 
but  with  the  view  of  introducing  some  beneficial 
business  into  the  country,  by  giving  extraordi- 
nary compensation ,  will  be  allowed  to  do  so.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  bill 
in  itself.  I  would  rathsr,  however,  as  1  have  said, 
look  into  the  subject.  I  move,  therefore,  that  its 
ftirther  consideration  be  postponed  until  Friday 
next,  or  to  any  other  day  that  the  Senate  may 
choose, 

Mr.  EVANS.  On  Friday  last,  when  this  bill 
was  taken  up,  1  objected  to  its  consideration.  1 
was  satisfied  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  paid. 
I  should  probably  have  known  nothing  of  it,  but 
that  the  memorialist  sent  me  an  argument  on  the 
subject.  1  read  it,  and  read  the  evidence,  so  far 
as  it  was  furnished  to  me,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  evidence  did  not  satisfy  me  of  the  truth  of  the 
propositions  on  which  the  claim  rests. 

Theclaim  rests  first,  upon  the  allegation  that  by 
way  of  patronizing  this  process  of  rotting  Amer- 
ican hemp,  Mr.  Paulding,  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  had  entered  into  certain  agreements  with  the 
claimant.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Pauld- 
ing went  so  far  lis  *>  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  him  and  patronize  his  hemp,  so  faros  to  buy 
hemp  of  him,  and  make  a  contract  for  two  hun- 
dred tons  directly,  and  a  prospective  contract  for 
five  hundred  more.  So  far  I  have  no  doubi  the 
contract  went;  but. that  Mr.  Paulding  intended  to 
commit  this  Government  to  do  what  he  had  no 
right  to  do — to  give  premiums  to  encourage  the 
process — I  do  not  believe.   I  see  no  evidence  of  it. 

The  next  proposition  is,  that  when  the  hemp 
was  sent  to  Boston,  it  was  improperly  rejected. 
I  have  seen  nothing  to  show  the  truth  of  that; 
and  I  will  not  assume  that  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment improperly  rejected  the  man's  hemp, 
when  it  ought  to  have  been  received.  After  Mr. 
Paulding  went  out  of  office,  how  did  it  happen 
with  bis  successor?  Application  should  have  been 
made  to  the  successor  to  have  the  thing  corrected. 
Why  was  it  delayed  ?  If  the  man  had  a  legitimate 
claim,  he  should  have  applied  to  the  proper  officer 
of  the  Government,  when  his  claim  was  rejectedi- 
he  should  have  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  immediately  to  have  the  affair  understood. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  tb^t  the  claimant  ought 
OQt  to  hav*  spmcthing,  out  I  think  W*  are  givmg 


rather  too  high  a  premium  for  what  I  consider  a 
doubtful  claim. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Wellcb 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  postponing  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  that  the  bill  will  not 
be  postponed.  It  has  been  before  the  Senate  ever 
since  1  have  been  a  member  of  the  body,  and  it  has 
passed,  at  different  times,  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. I  once  had  occasion  to  examine  it,  and  I 
examined  it  thoroughly,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
is  a  just  and  honest  demand  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, and  that  we  cannot  refuse  to  pay  it  without 
doing  injustice  to  this  man,  who  has-been  ruined 
in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee 

When  the  subject  was  under  consideration  a 
few  years  ago,  a  brief  explanation  of  it  was  made 
by  my  friend,  Mr.  Berrien,  then  a  Senator  from 
Georgia,  which  was  so  clear  in  statement  and  so 
conclusive  in  argument,  that  I  am  persuaded,  if  it 
had  been  reported  and  preserved  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  it  would  have  removed  every  shadow 
of  doubt  from  the  mind  of  every  Senator. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    Is  it  not  reported ? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  looked  for  it,  and  can- 
not find  it.  I  have  looked  through  the  Register  of 
Debates,  but  without  success.  Now,  sir,  justice 
delayed  is  as  injurious  and  unjustifiable  as  justice 
denied.  Let  us  ascertain,  now,  what  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  upon  the  measure.  My  opin- 
ion is,  that  we  shall  never  be  better  prepared  to 
do  it  than  we  are  at  this  time.  I  hope  whatever 
be  the  fate  of  the  bill,  that  it  will  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  it  were  right  or  proper  to 
depend  upon  the  staien^eni  or  opinion  of  any 
single  member  of  the  body  tus  to  the  propriety  nf 
passing  a  claim,  of  course,  on  the  argument  ad- 
dressed by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  to  the  Senate,  we  ought  to  pay  this 
claim.  He  has  examined  it,  and  is  perfectly  sat- 
isfied that  it  ought  to  pass;  but  unfortunately  Sen- 
ators may  differ  on  the  case;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  every  man  ought  to  decide  from  hia  own 
judgment  upon  the  propriety  of  allowing  such  a 
claim,  instead  of  taking  altogether  the  opinion  of 
any  other  Senator,  when  they  have  the  means  of 
investigation. 

I  do  not  desire  to  delay  action  upon  the  claim. 
Unfortunately,  through  some  accident,  which  cer- 
tainly seems  singular,  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  which  were  so  clear  as  to  lead  to 
the  ri^ret  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  that  we  have  them  not  before  us,  seem  to 
have  been  lost;  but  Pam  very  sure  that  no  member 
of  the  body  could  make  a  statement  which  would 
make  clear  a  claim  better  than  that  honoraWe 
Senator  could  do  himself;  and  1  would  rather  have 
the  statement  of  the  facts  than  lake  a  mere  opinion, 
because,  1  confess,  that  on  the  face  of  that  report, 
it  does  seem  to  me.that  the  claim  is  one  which 
violates  every  principle  in  its  allowance.  I  desir* 
to  look  into  the  grounds  of  it. 

I  admit  that  the  grounds  of  the  claim,  as  stated 
in  the  report,  cover  up  a  great  deal.  I  admit  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  delusive  language  which  ia 
calculated  to  appeal  to  the  sympathy  and  feelings. 
All  that  I  concede,  but  as  regards  the  number  of 
reports  which  have  been  made  in  favor  of  the 
claim,  I  confess  that,  with  my  experience  here, 
they  have  no  weight  with  me.  I  have  yet  lo  see 
a  favorable  report  made,  where  subsequent  favor- 
able reports  do  not  follow  it,  as  sheep  follow  each 
other  in  a  fiock.  When  any  favorable  report  >■ 
made,  another  commiueewill  not  take  the  trouble 
to  investi^te  it,  but  will  take  the  former  report  of 
the  committee,  follow  it,  and  adopt  it  as  their  re- 
port. Therefore,  one  report  is  of  as  much  weight 
with  me  as  half  a  dozen.  That  is  the  opinion  at 
which  I  have  arrived,  after  some  very  searching 
scrutiny  and  examination  in  reference  to  mattira 
of  this  kind. 

What  I  desireto  do  is  this.  The  very  intelligent 
Senator,  who  represented  the  State  of.Kentucky 
in  ths-Senate,  opposed  the  bill  strongly,  when  it 
was  up  in  1852.  I  desire  to  look  at  his  remark*. 
They  are  reported,  I  have  no  doubt.  I  deair* 
to  see  his  objections  to  the  bill,  because  I  have 
heard  objections  to  it,  and— here  is  opinion  against 
opinion — I  have  had  a  statement  made  to  me  by 
an  honorable  and  distinguished  member  of  the 
other  House,  that  this  claim  is  baseless,  because 
the  claimant  was  a  man  of  no  capital,  and  that  if 
anything  is  due  to  any  one,  than  ar«  othnr  par- 
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tia  to  whom  it  ahould  be  pcud,aod  it  ahould  not 
be  paid  to  thi*  party  who  was  not  injured  at  all. 

I  want  to  look  into  the  facta  and  the  objections 
which  are  made  to  the  claim.  I  do  not  deeire  to 
defeat  it  by  a  postponement,  nor  do  I  think  there 
is  any  unreasonable  delay  in  the  matter.  It  is  a 
private  claim ,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  come  up 
en  private  bill  day,  like  any  other  private  claim  to 
be  disposed  of.  It  has  not  been  the  desire,  that  I 
know  of,  of  any  one  opposed  to  it,  to  delay  its 
consideration.  On  the  contrary,  I  recollect  that 
on  one  or  two  days  when  it  would  have  been 
brought  up,  it  waa  passed  over  in  consequence  of 
the  honorable  Senator  who  reported  it  [Mr.  Thou- 
soH,  of  New  Jersey]  being  absent.  Therefore 
its  friends  have  created  the  delay,  and  not  those 
opposed  to  it.  It  may  be  that,  on  further  investi- 
gation, I  may  abandon  my  objections;  but  I  do 
desire  further  time;  and  I  will  promise  to  look  into 
it  between  this  and  Friday  next.  Therefore,  I 
move  to  postpone  it. 

The  motinn  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  should  like  to  know  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  whether 
there  is  any  proof  which  establishes  the  fact  that 
th«t  hemp  waa  water-rotted  under  the  direction  of 
this  man,  in  consequence  of  a  contract  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  t  read  the  evidence  aright,  U 
does  not  esiablishlhat  fact. 

Mr.  DIXON.  The  committee  stated  that  that 
was  the  evidence;  and  if  that  is  the  fact,  Mr. 
President,  I  do  not  see  why  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 
prevail.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  ine,  if  he 
bad  a  contract,  and  if  the  contract  was  violated; 
if  the  Government  is  bound  by  the  contract  made 
by  its  agent,  for  the  water-rotting  proceas,  such 
•a  ia described  to  you;  if,  under  this  contract,  he 
expended  large  sums  of  money;  if,  as  is  alleged, 
his  health  was  injured  in  the  matter;  and  if,  after 
all  this,  the  hemp  was  improperly  rejected  by  the 
Government  agent,  surely  it  la  a  case  that  appeala 
atroiigly  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  Government; 
and,  for  one,  I  am  not  dispoaed  to  vote  againat  it. 

Then,  if  the  contract  were  entered  into,  and  if 
it  were  auch  aa  he  repreaents  it  was,  why  shall 
we  reduce  the  amount  from  $30,000  to  $10,000? 
If  he  sustained  losses  to  the  amount  of  $30,000, 
and  if  the  claim  is  just,  it  is  just  for  the  whole 
amount.  I  understand  that  the  losses  which  he 
■uatained  were  even  greater  than  $30,000. 

Mr.  EVANS.    That  does  not  appear. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  have  no}  examined  the  teati- 
mony;  but  I  understand,  from  the  reading  of  the 
report,  that  the  opinion  of  the  committee  was, 
that  his  losses  were  even  greater  than  $30,000.  If 
they  were  greater,  it  is  right  to  give  him  all  or 
nothing.  If  he  has  any  claim,  it  is  to  the  amount 
of  hia  losaea;  and  eapeeially  if  those  losses  resulted 
from  the  fact  that  the  Governipent  agent  acted 
improperly  and  unjustly  in  rejecting  his  hemp. 
That  ia  thepoinli  I  know  nothing  of  thegrounds 
upon  which  my  honored  predecessor  opposed  the 
claim.  I  understand  that  there  was  some  contest 
between  a  citizen  of  Kentucky  and  this  claimant, 
the  citizen  of  Kentucky  insisting  that  some  por- 
tioit  of  the  claim  was  due  to  nim  for  moneya 
which  he  had  advanced  to  the  memorialiat.  All 
that  maybe  true.  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

The  only  queation  which  preaenta  itself  to  my 
mind  ia  this:  Wasthiscontractenteredinto?  Had 
tha  claimant  a  right  to  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  pay  him  for  the  losses  which  he  aua- 
tained,  or  for  the  hemp  which  he  might  have  fur- 
niahed  to  the  Government,  in  pursuance  of  the 
contract  entered  into?  Did  he,  in  pursuanceof  that 
(M>ntract,  furnish  the  hemp  ?  Was  the  hemp  auch 
aa  he  agreed  to  furnish,  and  was  it  improperly 
rejected?  If  these  facta  are  established,  1  aee  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  paaa  the  bill  allowing 
the  compenaation. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  the  eaae  were  auch  aa 
aeema  to  be  auppoaed  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  I  ahould  not  oppose  it;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  if  not  the  ground  upon  which  it 
ia  placed  by  the  committee.  It  ia  not  placed  on 
the  ground  that  the  Government  violated  a  eon- 
tract.  It  ia  true,  they  throw  into  the  report  the 
idea  that  the  adminiatrative  officera,  under  the  con- 
tract, raiproperly  rejected  the  hemp. 

But  the  testimony  further  ahowa,  on  the  report 
of  iha  eommittM,  that  tli*  Govaminant  did  ad- 1 


vance  a  large  portion,  or  aome  portion — if  I  recol- 
lect aright,  one  half  the  amount^ — but  I  believe  no 
estimate  is  given  by  the  committee;  they  give  us 
no  data  upon  which  to  form  our  judgment.  We 
are  not  shown  how  much  per  ton  was  to  have 
been  given  for  the  hemp.  We  are  not  told  how 
much  waa  lost  on  the  contract,  nor  ia  the  claim 
put  upon  the  ground  that  the  Government  were 
bouno  to  pay  on  the  contract;  but  it  is  put  upon 
the  ground  of  a  bounty  to  the  party,  prising  from 
the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  contrary 
to  his  powers,  undertook  to  enter  into  a  contract 
to  give  a  bounty,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
a  specific  buainess  into  the  country.  It  is  on  that 
score  that  my  greateat  objection  to  the  bill  resta; 
it  is  sanctioning  and  legalizing  an  improper  exer- 
cise of  power  on  the  part  of  an  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  may  be  followed  in  other  casea, 
if  it  ia  aanctioned  in  this. 

1  should  have  wished  further  time  to  look  into 
the  case.  The  Senate  think  proper,  however,  to 
paas  upon  it  without  further  investigation;  they 
think  it  is  not  proper  to  allow  any  examinativn  in 
a  case  of  this  kind,  which  is  so  abundantly  clear. 
They  are  so  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  facts, 
that  they  dre  satisfied  that  the  claim  ought  to  pass. 
'  I  ahall  vote  fortheamendment  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  because  there  are 
no  data  given  to  roe  to  show  that  any  amount 
whatever  ought  to  be  paid ;  and ,  therefore,  I  ahall 
vote  to  reduce  it  to  the  loweat  aum,  I  shall  after- 
wards movl,  if  that  is  lost,  to  strikeout  the  allow- 
ance of  interest;  for  there  is  no  poaaible ground  an 
which  any  auch  allowance  can  be  granted  in  this 
case,  upon  any  known  or  given  principle  recog- 
nized even  in  this  body. 

If  this  fail,  I  shall  still  vote  against  the  bill,  be- 
cause I  cannot  perceive  that  there  is  any  legitimate 
claim  for  it  on  the  Government  whatever,  even 
taking  the  tone  and  language  of  the  report,  though 
I  admit  there  is  a  mystery  about  the  language.  It 
wania  apecific  character;  it  dnea  not  put  the  claim 
upon  a  fair  baais,  though  it  throwa  in  ideaa  con- 
nected with  the  contract,  without  venturing  to 
allege  that  there  is  any  ground  for  the  claim,  be- 
cause of  the  violation  of  the  contract  on  the  part  of 
the  Gh>vemment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senate  is  ready  to  take 
a  vote  on  the  bill  1  ahall  not  make  the  motion;  but 
if  it  ia  not  ready,  1  muat  move  to  poatpone  the 
prior  orders,  for  the  purpoae  of  taking  up  tha  In- 
dian appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  moved  the  amendment  be- 
cauae  I  understood  that  at  a  former  aeaaion  of  the 
Senate,  when  Mr.  King  waa  here,  the  amount  waa 
reduced  to  $10,000.  Whether  that  waa  ao  or  not 
I  shall  not  pnsiiivriy  state. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    That  ia  the  caae. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  understand  that  was  the  fact; 
the  amount  was  reduced  to  $10,000. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  This  is  an  old  settler  with  me. 
This  case  was  in  the  other  House  when  I  was 
there;  and  I  examined  it  very  thoroughly;  and  I 
then  satisfied  my  mind  that  beyond  question  it  was 
a  good  claim.  I  have  seen  no  reaaon  for  changing 
that  opinion.     I  ahall  therefore  vote  for  the  bul. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  from  it  the  worda  "with  intereat  thereon 
from  the  firat  day  of  January,  1850."  I  aee  no 
ground  for  the  allowance  of  intereat.  On  tha 
amendment  1  ask  for  the  yeaa  and  naya. 

The  yeaia  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  That  ia  the  time,  I  understand, 
when  the  claim  waa  ealobliahed.  What  fixes  the 
time  at  that  date? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
who  reported  the  bill  [Mr.TaoMioM,  of  New  Jef 
aey]  ia  not  preaent. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  There  ia  nothing  whatever  in 
the  report  which  shows  any  reason  for  allowing 
intereat  upon  the  claim.  The  debt,  whatever  it  ia, 
ia  unquestionably  in  the  nature  of  a  gratuity  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  in  my  view;  but  there  cer- 
tainly is  not  a  word  in  the  report  which  shows  any 
reason  for  allowing  intereat  upon  the  claim  from 
that  time,  or  from  any  other  time.  The  buaineaa 
was  commenced  in  1841,  and  Iheeontreet  waa  ful- 
filled on  the  part  of  the  contractor  aa  early  aa  the 
1st  of  December,  1842;  so  that  if  there  was  any 
right  to  interest,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  based  upon 
thatfround, and  it  ahould  commence  in  December, 
1843;  but  I  cannot  aee  any  ground  for  its  allow- 
•aea. 


The  question  being  taken  by  yeoa  and  naya, 
reaolted — yeas  34,  nays  10;  as  follows: 

YBA8 — Menn.  Allea,  AtchisOD,  Bayard,  Benjamin, 
Bililit,  Cam,  CIkv,  DawMin,  Dixnn,  Om)|«  of  WiTConeio, 
Dodge  or  Iowa,  Evaiin,  Fitspairick,  Hiinier,  Jone«  of  Ten- 
nesKee,  Norris,  Pearcc,  Kiit^k,  Subastian,  Sbields,  Slidull, 
Sluan,  Tontnbfi,  and  ToHcey-424. 

NAYS— MenKni.  Badirr,  Bell,  Brown,  Dnuglm,  FMi, 
Fool,  PetUt,  Snoiner,  Tliompaon  of  Kentucky,  and  Welier 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed fur  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  BAYARD  called  Tor  the  yeaa  and  naya; 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  reaulted 
—yeas  31,  naya  18;  as  fallows: 

YEAft — Meaars.  Badcer,  Bt-U,  Benjamin,  Bri||ht,  Brown, 
Cha^e,  Dixon,  Dodge  of  Winconain.  Douglas,  Fit«ll,  Foot, 
Gwii),  James,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  PetlU,  Rusk,  SebasUaa, 
Sumner,  Wnde,  Walker,  and  tVeller— 91. 

NAYS— Measrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Bayard,  Caaa,  Clay, 
Dawson,  Dodgs  ef  Iowa,  Evans,  Fitzpairlck,  Hnnler, 
Petiree,  Prait,  tShields,  Slidell,  iliaan,  TiKMnpaos  of  Ken- 
tucky, Touccy,  and  Williams — 18. 

The  bill  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  paased. 
INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate, 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  eon- 
aideration  of  the  Houae  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1855;  the  pending  queation  being 
on  the  amendment  reported  by  Mr.  Walker, 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Anairs,  to  insert  the 
following: 

To  Die  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  in  ftall  for  all  dnnanda 
against  liie  United  Stalea,  the  turn  of^SOO.dOO,  in  paymenl 
lor  eight  million  acres  of  land  St  six  and  a  ijuanerceut*  per 
acre,  taken  from  the  friendly  Creeka  without  coropenas- 
linn,  by  the  treaty  or  capUuiation  ofFon  Jsckaon,  of  August 
8, 1814. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  underatand  there  will  be  oppo> 
aition  to  ihia  amendment,  or  I  ahould  not  propose 
to  aay  anything  upon  it.  I  believe  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  wiahea  to  oppoae  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  certainly  shall  oppoae  it. 

Mr.  BELL.    It  has  been  some  two  or  three 

rears  since  1  examined  this  queation  in  detail,  and 
venture  to  make  some  few  remarks  upon  tha 
subject  more  from  my  recollection  of  what  the 
caae  was  at  that  lime,  than  from  any  very  careful 
examination  of  it  since.  I  have  just  run  over, 
cursorily  and  eareleasly,  the  grounds  which  hava 
been  preaented  within  a  few  days  past.  When  I 
firat  examined  it,  I  waa  atruck  with  the  conaider- 
etion,  which  I  have  no  doubt  the  Senate  will  per- 
ceive  preaenta  the  atmngeat  reason — ^if  any  sub- 
stantial reaaon  can  exist — against  the  allowano* 
of  the  claim.  That  arose  from  the  very  great 
lapse  of  time  which  has  transpired  since  1814, 
when  this  wrong  was  done  to  the  Indians  by  the 
Government;  and  secondly,  from  a  review  of  sev- 
eral treaties  which  had  been  made  between  that 
time  and  this,  between  the  Creek  nation  and  tha 
Government  of  the  United  Statea.  I  could  not 
account  aaiisfactorily ,  at  first,  for  the  reasoss  why 
the  Creeks  had  not  pressed  the  ekiim  at  each  ot 
the  treaties  maoe  with  them  subsequent  to  the 
capitulation;  for  the  transaction  of  1814  was  not 
ao  much  a  treaty  aa  a  capitulation  dAianded  by 
the  commanding  general  at  the  eloae  of  the  Creek 
war.  There  was  a  treaty  in  1818  or  18IS,  be- 
tween this  Government  and  the  Creeks,  which  I 
find  was  for  a  email  tract  of  country  situated  in 
the  Stale  of  Georgia;  and  had  no  other  provision 
of  any  great  importance.  Then  came  the  treaty 
of  I83I,  and  the  treaty  of  1835.  -  Subsequently, 
another  treaty  waa  made,  I  do  not  recollect  for 
what,  perhapa  in  1838.  And  finally,  there  waa 
the  treaty  of  1832,  by  which  the  Creeka  agreed 
to  surrender  their  whole  territory,  upon  the  terms 

greacribed  in  that  treaty,  and  remove  wcat  of  the 
lississippi. 

1  should  not  have  time,  air,  the  Senate  would 
not  have  patience  to  hear  me,  if  I  were  to  attempt 
to  recite  the  whole  hiatory  of  thia  tranaaction,  of 
the  circumatancea  and  condition  of  the  people,  an4 
of  the  qneationa  which  aroac  between  the  Gov? 
ernment  and  the  Creek  nation  of  Indiana,  and  be- 
tween the  Creek  nation  and  Georgia.  It  would 
take  aome  two  or  three  hours  to  do  it,  I  can  only 
refer  to  them  assxplanatory  of  thegrounds  upoit 
which  I  iMtTa  finally  com*  to  tha  coocloaioo,  ihM 
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tliia  Oonernmcnt  would  do  joatiec  to  tho«e  Indians 
if  it  would  r<drem  the  ercat  wrong  which  was 
done  to  them  in  1614.  if  it  is  not  eoniidered  too 
late  to  do  justice,  and  to  redress  the  wrong,  the 
claim  is  well  founded  still,  notwithstanding  the 
launeas  of  the  period  at  which  it  is  brought  for- 
ward. 

In  1814,  it  will  appear  by  the  proofs  which  per- 
haps all  the  Senators  have  before  them,  General 
Jackson  called  together  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nation — both  friendly  Indians  and  hosliles.  That 
was  at  the  ch>8e  of  the  bloody  war  which  had 
taken  place  between  this  Oovernment  and  what 
were  called  the  Red  Sticks,  or  War  party  of  the 
Creek  nation. 

At  that  capitulation  some  twenty-five  of  the 
friendly  chiefs  attended,  and  but  one  of  the  hostile 
chiefs.  A  large  portion  of  the  htter  had  fled  to 
the  country  south,  and  taken  refnge  in  Oeorgia; 
and  whatever  portion  of  them  remained  did  not 
■how  ihemselres  at  that  capitulation,  which  was 
held  at  Fort  Jackson.  General  Jackson  had  in- 
formed both  the  friendly  and  the  hostile  chiefs,  so 
fiir  aa  he  could  have  any  communication  made  to 
them,  through  their  agents,  in  summoning  them, 
that  he  proposed,  as  the  terms  upon  which  he 
would  enter  into  that  capitulation,  full  indemnity 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war  incurred  by  the  Unit«l 
States  against  the  hostiles,  to  be  taken  by  a  ces- 
sion of  their  country;  and  he  added  the  further 
assurance  to  the  friendly  Creeks,  that  their  claims 
should  be  respected,  and  that  they  should  be 
furthermore  rewarded.  The  terms  were  not  very 
definite  as  to  what  he  meant  by  their  claims  being 
respected;  but  the  terms  were  explicit,  from  the 
information, in  regard  to  the  indemnity  which  the 
Government  would  exact,  to  wit:  the  whole  ex- 
penses of  the  war;  and  that  that  was  to  be  taken 
from  the  territory  occupied  by  the  hostile  chiefs 
of  the  nation. 

When  the  friendly  chiefs  oMected  to  the  lines 
or  boundaries  which  General  Jackson  proposed — 
twenty-five  of  the  friendly  chiefs,  remember,  to 
one  hostile — General  Jackson  woold  not  have  a 
^discussion,  bat  directed  that  they  should  sign  the 
capitulation..  Those  were  th«  terms  which  hewas 
disposed  to  grant  them,  and  no  other  would  be 
accieded  to.  The  friendly  chiefs,  before  they 
■igned  it,  asked  that  they  might  be  permitted  to 
put  in  a  protest,  which  thejr  did  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  agent,  and  it  found  its  way  to  Washington. 

In  addition  to  (he  whole  country,  except  a  very 
■■■H  alip  between  two  rivers,  of  Che  territory 
occupied  by  the  hostile  Creeks,  which  was  ceded 
to  the  United  Slates  as  indemnity  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  some  eight  or  nine  millions  of  acres 
on  the  sondiern  boundary  of  the  lower  band  of 
the  Creek  tribe  bordering  upon  Florida,  and  ex- 
clusively, I  believe,  in  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  were 
taken.  The  justification  to  the  friendly  Creeks, 
and  to  the  Government,  when  hecameto  eivehis 
exphination — for  he  reeros  to  have  aetea  under 
the  general  instructions  of  taking  indemnity  for 
the  war — made  by  General  Jackson,  was  that  it 
was  necessary  to  cut  oiT  forever  thereafter  the 
communication  of 'the  Indians  with  the  Spanish 
territory  of  Florida,  by  ceding  the  lands  to  the 
United  States,  and  causing  settlements  to  be  formed 
between  the  Creek  country  and  the  Florida  coun- 
try, then  m  possession  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment; it  being  alleged,  and  no  aoubt  being  the 
fact,  that  the  war  arose,  as  wars  had  in  former 
times  been  instigated,  and  were  likely  to  be  so  in 
the  future,  by  the  Spanish  agentaand  officials  in 
the  territory  of  Florida;  so  that,  in  addition  to 
nearly  the  whole  country  occupied  by  the  hostiles 
when  the  war  was  entered  into,  he  took  these 
eight  or  nine  millions  of  acres  occupied  by  the 
lower  or  friendly  Creeks,  on  one  foot  of  which 
there  had  never  been  any  hostile  operations  either 
on  the  part  of  the  Creeks  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Government  against 
them.  This  is  the  hardship  of  which  the  friendly 
Creeks  complained  then  and  protested  against, 
and  have  continued  occasionally,  from  time  to 
time  until  this  day,  to  put  up  their  complaints. 

I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  friendly  Creek 
warriors  who  were  under  the  command  of  General 
Jackson  in  the  last  battles  of  and  throughout  that 
Creek  war,  Between  one  and  two  thousand  were 
constantly  by  the  side  of  the  whites  in  their  wars 
Bgainst  the  Red  Sticks,  or  the  hostile*  of  the  same 
people.  The  war,  I  believe,  commenced  at  first 
p^  th*  bosti)es  conMnitttDg  depretfettioM  npon 


their  own  brethren  who  were  disposed  to  be 
friendly  to  the  United  States;  and  before  the 
United  States  could  send  troops  enough  for  their 
protection  in  their  own  country,  great  depreda- 
tions had  been  committed  on  the  friendly  Creeks. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Daw- 
son] can,  perhaps,  enlighten  us  on  that  subject, 
for  in  all  that  transaction  he  was  para  magna.  But 
I  believe  I  am  stating  the  facts  of  history  when  I 
say  that  the  war  first  broke  out  between  the  hos- 
tile and  friendly  Creeks.  The  simple  ground  of 
hostility  was  that  the  fKendly  Creeks  refused  to 
go  to  war  with  the  United  States,  at  the  instigation 
of  Teeuniseh,  or  his  brother  Prophet,  or  what- 
ever influences  were  brought  to  bear.  Through- 
out the  war  the  friendhr  Creek  warriors  fought 
gallantly  by  the  side  of  the  United  States  volun- 
teers who  went  into  the  war. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that  the  injury  of  which  they 
justly  have  a  right  to  complain  was,  that  when 
that  capitulation  was  entered  into  in  addition  to 
taking  the  whole  of  the  country  occupied  by  the 
hostrie  party  of  the  Creeks,  amounting  to  fourteen 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the  then 
Territory,  but  now  Slate  of  Alabama,  the  United 
States  took  eight  or  nine  millions  of  acres  from 
their  own  allies  and  friends  in  the  war.  In  the 
outset,  I  challenge  a  denial  of  the  fact;  and  jf  it 
cannot  be  denied,  was  it  not  a  most  singular,  un- 
paralleled, uiijutt,  and  arbitrary  result  of  such  a 
war^  The  friendly  Creek  warriors  were  paid  as 
soldiers  of  the  United  States,  and  tifey  got  pen- 
sions. I  remember  now  one  fact  in  the  history  of 
this  transaction,  viz:  That  sixteen  hundred  Creek 
warriors  have  received  compensation  in  some 
shape  for  their  services  during  that  war,  which 
shows  that  there  were  more  than  a  thousand  in  it 
on  the  side  of  the  United  States.  I  have  said 
before  that  there  were  between  one  and  two  thou- 
sand. The  names  of  sixteen  hundred  can  be  found 
on  the  records  of  the  Department  as  having  re- 
ceived some  acknowledgment  for  their  services. 
But  the  only  acknowledgment  that  was  conceded 
at  the  time  of  the  capitulation  was,  that  they  ahould 
be  indemnified  for  their  losses  of  property^br 
the  depredations  which  had  been  committed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  throughout  the 
different  periods,  upon  their  property.  That  baa 
been  paid  fuUy,I  believe,  of  late— but  not  entirely 
until  of  late. 

Well,  the  proteat  came  on  to  Washington.  It 
was  sent  on  after  the  capitulation  of  1814;  and 
the  question  at  first  with  me  was,  why  did  we 
not,  at  an  eariier  period,  hear  of  this  claim?  Why 
was  it  not  pressed  regnlariy  by  the  agents  of  the 
Creeks?  Why  did  they  not  clamor  against  the 
Government  for  indemnity }  The  occurrence  took 
place  in  1814.  Then  the  question  is,  why  was 
not  this  claim  brought  forward  in  1814,  or  at  the 
treaty  of  Indian  Spring,  or  the  treaty  of  the  Broken 
Arrow,  or  of  Washii^fton  city,  which  have  since 
been  held  with  them?  Sir,  that  history  is  a  little 
more  difficult  to  comprehend,  or  to  narrate  so  as 
influence  the  minds  of  honorable  Senators.  But, 
sir,  you  will  see  how  it  was;  these  Creeks  were 
not  only  alien  and  unfriendly  to  one  another  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  but  throughout. 
They  were  hostile  and  warlike,  and  engaged  in 
war  with  each  other.  Sir,  it  is  not  at  the  close  of 
a  war  that  feelings  engendered  under  such  circum- 
stances can  subside.  Wherever  they  came  to- 
gether in  council  afterwards — wherever  in  their 
consultations  among  themselves,  it  became  a 
question  whether  they  should  put  forward  this 
claim,  or  in  what  shape  itshoula  be  put  forward 
— there  were  the  hostiles  saying  to  the  friendly 
ehiefii,  "  we  have  lost  our  whole  country;  we  are 
more  or  less  dependent  upon  you;  we  are  within 
a  restricted  and  contracted  district;  and  if  vou, 
the  friendly  Creeks,  choose  to  put  up  a  claim 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for 
your  eight  or  nine  millions  of  acres,  remember 
that  we  have  been  stripped  of  the  whole  of  our 
territory,  luid  we  shall  demand  our  proportionate 
part,  for  we  are  one  people." 

The  friendly  Creeks  would  have  replied,  ■'  Yon 
are  not  of  us;"  and  I  understand  that  is  the  true 
history  of  their  tribe.  That  powerful  nation,  at 
-the  commencement  of  that  war,  numbered  from 
twenty-five  thousand  to  thirty  thousand  souls;  I 
have  heard  it  stated  at  a  greater  number.  I  wish 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  would  correct 
me  if  I  am  in  error.  I  have  long  understood  that 
these  Muscogee  Indians,  who  have  since  token  the 


generic  appellation  of  Creeks,  were  the  original 
owners  ol  the  whole  of  tliis  country — that  which 
was  occupied  by  themselves,  and  that  which  was 
occupied  by  the  Red  Sticks,  or  hostile  party, 
when  this  war  took  place.  Their  nation  grew 
powerful  by  conquests  and  alliances,  and  by 
taking  into  their  confederacy  tribe  after  tribe  and 
band  after  bond  of  other  Indians,  as  they  became 
reduced  in  numbers,  and  proposed  to  come  and 
live  within  the  Muscogee  territory,  and  be  subject 
to  their  general  councils  and  laws;  and  tvtry 
family  of  these  hostiles,  every  town  of  them, 
was  composed  of  these  original  dependents  or 
allies  who  had  been  taken  into  the  Creek  confed- 
eracy, and  they  had  been  assigned  the  country 
which  now  lies  within  the  limits  of  Alabama;  so 
that  probably  in  their  own  private  councils — for 
we  know  they  held  them,  and  very  often  with 
more  secresy  than  our  public  administrations  hnid 
their  councils,  or  than  we  ourselves  occasionally 
do — the  difficulty  was  to  adjust  between  them- 
selves the  relative  proportion  between  their  claims 
which  should  be  set  up  against  the  Government. 
If  the  hostiles  attempted  to  set  up  a  claim,  they 
knew  it  would  be  vain  and  abortive;  and  the 
friendly  Creeks  were  not  willing  ihat  any  indem- 
nity which  they  might  dem>ind  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  should  inure  to  the 
hostiles,  because  they  brought  on  the  war;  and  if 
there  was  any  justice  in  conceding  indemnity, 
by  the  Government  exacting  it  from  those  who 
caused  the  war,  the  hostiles  were  the  persons 
who  should  have  borne  the  peril  of  that  transac- 
tion. The  friendly  Creeks  were  not  willing  to 
obstruct  their  other  policy  in  their  relations  with 
the  Government,  and  to  impede  their  demands  for 
other  claims  which  they  had  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, by  putting  in  a  claim  ot  redress  for  that 
injustice  which  nad  been  done  themselves,  be- 
cause they  saw  it  would  render  the  whole  councQ 
to  be  held  perhaps  aboriive. 

Since  the  treaty  of  1833  they  have  found  refuga 
together  in  a  country  at  the  West.  Previous  to 
that  time  we  know  these  old  feelings  and  rivalries 
had  proceeded  to  a  great  extent.  Mcintosh,  with 
all  his  party,  who  made  one  of  these  treaties,  was 
assassinated  by  the  leaders  of  the  old  Red  Sticks 
in  the  war.  Opothleyoholo  at  that  time,  I  believe, 
commanded  the  hostiles,  and  Mcintosh  the  party 
friendly  towards  the  United  States.  This  fact  is 
proof  of  the  difficulty  they  had  in  settling  among 
themselves  the  proportion  of  claims  which  they 
had  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Well,  sir,  in  18:13  this  question  was  presented  in 
some  shape  or  other.  According  to  my  recollec- 
tion, it  was  in  General  Jackson's  instructions,  of 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mirhigan  [Mr. 
Cais]  perhaps  may  have  some  knowledge.  But 
even  then  there  was  not  harmony  between  the 
two  parties,  although  one  of  the  former  taeaties 
had  been  made  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
ciling these  difficulties.  In  1832  th«y  were  told 
by  the  United  States,  "You  must  move  west  be- 
fore we  can  talk  or  make  any  stipulation  about 
your  claims  of  any  description;  you  are  now  sur- 
rounded almost  by  the  while  settlements;  you  ars 
now  in  a  condition  where  you  must  remove;  but 
when  you  go  west  we  will  hear  your  demands 
and  your  claims."  Thus  the  treaty  of  1833  was 
made  without  any  adjustment  of  this  claim. 

But  since  they  have  gone  to  the  west,  being  more 
harmonious  in  Iheircouncils.theseancient  rivalries 
and  hostile  feelings  having  subsided  in  a  great  de- 
gree, if  not  entirely  passed  away;  they  now  com* 
forward  and  make  a  joint  application  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity  for  the  wrongs  committed 
in  1814.  The  application  is  in  the  name  of  friendly 
Creeks,  but  the  benefit  is  to  enure  to  the  whole 
nation.  This  shows  pretty  clearly  that  it  was  not 
in  their  power  to  propose  any  terms  in  their  for- 
mer councils,  or  treaties  with  the  United  States; 
for  it  appears  that  the  hostiles  and  themselves 
have  never  before  been  perfectly  agreed.  Lately, 
however,  it  has  been  agreed  that  whatever  indem- 
nity the  United  States  shall  grant  in  consideration 
of  the  injustice  done  to  the  n-iendly  Creeks,  shaU 
inure  to  the  equal  benefit  of  the  whole  tribe  west; 
so  that  it  is  better  policy  on  the  part  Of  the  United 
States  that  this  indemnity  shall  be  granted  to  be 
distributed  amongst  them  all;  and  to  that  extent 
it  will  tend  to  compose  and  consolidate  the  har- 
mony which  nowjprevails  between  the  old  hostiiss 
and  the  friendly  Creeks. 

Now,  air,  let  me  recur  to  the  original  injoatie*^ 
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I  think  it  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  our  sense  of 
righ^  and  justice,  and  to  our  sympathies,  too.  In 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years  we  have  scarcely  made 
a  single  Indian  treaty  where  we  have  not  riven 
l«n  cents  an  acre  for  the  ceded  lands;  and!  ob- 
serve by  one,  or  two,  or,  perhaps,  three  reports 
made  at  different  times  by  the  Bureau  on  Indian 
Affairs,  that  the  cost  of  tiw  purchases  made  within 
the  last  six  or  seven  years,  has  amounted  to 
twenty-five  cents  for  every  acre  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
Ud  States  upon  the  avsrage.  Some  cessions  have 
coat  m«ch  leas;  but  ether*  oocasioaally  A  great 
deal  more.  Yoa  know,  air,  that  in  our  treaties 
with  some  of  the  tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi,  we 
have  given  them  their  whole  lands,  only  reserving 
such  portions  ss  would  pay  (he  expenses  of  sur- 
vey and  sale,  conceding  to  them  the  whole  net 
proceeds  of  their  country.  These  were  the  terms 
upon  which  one  or  two  treaties  were  made  in  6hio, 
when  aome  of  the  Shawnees  and  their  confed- 
erates, or4>rethr«n,  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  the 
west  of  Missouri.  The  same  terms  were  con- 
eeded  to  the  Chickasaw*,  when  they  left  their  ori- 
ginal country,  and  went  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  heads  of  families  of  the  Creeks  tbemseWea 
were  allowed,  under  the  treaty  of  1832,  to  take 
reservations,  with  liberty  to  sell  to  the  whites. 
We  know  what  finally  were  the  eonsequeoees  of 
that  measure.  It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  them 
now,  or  to  connect  them  with  this  subject;  so  that  I 
hope  we  shall  hav«  no  war  here  upon  that  question. 

But,  sir,  this  application  is  in  relation  to  eight 
or  nine  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  were  taken 
from  our  allies  in  1814.  I  have  attempted  to  state 
the  facta«f  (hecaseas  well  as  I  could  from  having 
recently  cast  my  eyes  over  them,  though  1  had 
«nee  inveetigaled  the  subject  very  fully. 

I  can  tell  the  Senator  from  Virginia  another  very 
•trong  ground,  end  a  very  plausible  and  rational 
one,  on  which  we  may  account  for  this  claim 
never  having  been  brought  forward  before.  At 
the^Iose  of  our  war  we  were  not  very  liberal  to 
theladian  tribes.  Our  Treasury  waa  overwhelmed 
by  a  large  debt,  contracted  during  the  war  with 
Oreat  Britain,  which  was  just  tlnn  about  to  be 
brought  to  a  close.  In  1814  ws  did  not  measure 
out  justice  liberally  at  all  to  our  conquered  do- 
mestic enemies  at  home — the  Indian  tribes  with 
whom  we  were  at  war.  We  had  no  eomptwsioa 
for  them.  As  you  see,  in  this  capitulation  of  Port 
Jackson,  we  took  the  whole  of  their  country — 
three  or  four  of  the  hostile  chiefs  fleeing  into  Flor- 
ida, and  .finding  a  refuee  there,  the  rest  taking 
refuge  among  their  oM  allies,  but  recently  enemies. 
The  Treasury  of  the  United  States  was  not  in  a 
oondiiioD  to  induce  the  officers  of  the  Qovernment, 
or  its  agenu  anywhere,  to  listen  to  appeals  in 
regard  to  justice  or  injustice,  and  if  these  Indians 
had  so  appealed,  the  country  was  not  then  in  acon- 
djlion  to  listen  favorably  to'those  appeals.  That 
•tftc  of  things  continued  for  a  long  while,  for  we 
did  not  get  clear  of  the  war  debt  of  1812  until 
1833  or  1833. 

But,  since  that  time  a  different  mesaure  of  jus- 


tice and  liberality  has  been  acted  upon  by  this 
Government  in  alt  its  transactions  jvith  the  In- 
dians. Now,  if  it  be  true  that  in  our  treaty  slip- 
ulatione  with  the  Indians,  when  we  have  bought 
their  lands,  when,  for  the  last  ten  years,  we  have 
felt  ourselves  bound  to  do  justice  to  their  claims, 
to  their  natural  and  just  rights,  and  have  allowed 
them  twenty-five  eenw  an  acre,  is  it,  in  the  eye* 
of  a  magnanimous  and  just  Government — I  will 
•  not  say  with  an  overflowing  Treasury,  for  that  is 
not  a  fair  argument,  but  when  we  are  able  to  be 
just,  1  will  not  say  to  be  generous  snd  liberal — is 
It  right  to  object  because  these  claims  were  not 
recently  prosecuted  from  year  to  year,  and  from 
tiaie  to  time,  by  tliese  Indians?  Ought  we  not 
rather  to  endeavor  now  to  right  that  injustice 
which  was  done  in  1814? 

I  am  not  able  myself  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  the  measure  of  redress  that  we 
should  render  to  them.  I  believe,  by  the  report 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  during  the  last  Administra- 
tion, it  waa  estimated  that,  in  view  of  the  long  de- 
tention of  this  money,  in  view  of  the  late  period 
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at  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  this  justice  to  the 
friendly  Creeks,  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed 
twenty  cents  an  acre  for  the  lands  taken  in  1814. 
i  understand  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  AITairs 
have  thought  it  more  expedient  and  more  just  to 
the  Government,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to 
allow  them  but  six  and  a  quarter  cents  an  acre. 

This  was  land  taken  from  our  friends  and  allies 
in  the  Creek  war,  not  one  foot  of  which  was  pre- 
tended to  have  been  conquered  territory,  but  wnich 
was  held  exclusively  by  the  friendly  Indians. 
The  boundary  may  be  truly  said, as  has  been  said 
in  some  of  the  papers  that  I  have  seen,  to  have 
been  marked  out  with  the  sword.  Even  remon- 
strance or  discussion  was  refused.  They  werere- 
duced  to  the  privilege  of  drawing  up  a  protest,  and 
of  appealing  to  the  Government  for  some  indem- 
nity for  this  gross  wrong;  for  the  friendly  Creeks 
felt  it  so,  aniThad  a  right  to  feel  it  so.  It  was  not 
in  human  nature  to  have  other  feelings;  and  it  is 
known  by  those  who  have  been  connected  with  the 
tribe  ever  since,  that  it  has  been  felt  as  a  grievance 
by  the  friendly  Creeks,  that  they  were  robbed,  as 
they  call  it,  unjustly  by  the  power  of  the  sword 
in  that  capitulation  of  1814,  of  these  eight  or  nine 
millions  of  acres. 

I  have  also  seen  a  statement  that  these  friendly 
Creeks  might  Justly  claim  indemnity  for  eight  or 
ten  millions  ofacres  of  land  j  which,  a  long  period 
ago,  when  they  were  on  terms  of  friendship  with 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  they  permitted  that  tribe  to 
occupy.  When  that  question  came  up  in  a  treaty, 
in  ascertaining  the  rights  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
to  those  lands — some  eight  or  ten  millians  ofacres 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  Alabama — General 
J(u:kson  being  one  of  the  commissioners,  and 
Governor  Meriwether,  orsome  other  distinguished 
person  of  the  South,  being  the  other,  upon  a  full 
investigation  of  the  Cherokee  claim,  it  was  decided 
that  the  country  belonged  rightfully  to  the  Creeks, 
and  that  the  Cherokees  only  occupied  it  by  per- 
mission. This  would  make  eight  or  ten  millions 
of  acres  more  in  regard  to  which  the  friendly 
Creeks  have  a  just  rint  to  complain  that  they  have 
been  deprived  of.  They  allowed  the  Cherokees 
to  settle  on  them;  and  the  United  Stales  look  them 
from  the  Cherokees;  knd  they  were  claimed,  I 
believe,  by  Georgia;  but  not  one  cent  was  ever 
allowed  the  Creeks  for  them.  This,  to  be  sure,  is 
only  cumulative,  and  is  only  an  additional  circum- 
stance why  we  should  view  the  present  claim  with 
favor,  if  it  be  just  in  itself. 

Sir,  I  think  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
this  claim  ia  brought  forward  at  this  late  day,  it  is 
founded  upon  principles  of  justice  and  right,  and 
that  its  presentation  affords  this  Goverument  an 
opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  a  weak  and  feeble 
people;  and  that  we  owe  it  to  our  fame  and  char- 
acter to  blot  out  that  part  of  the  page  of  history 
which  records  that,  in  a  capitulation  which  took 
place  between  the  commanding  general  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  Indians, 
in  1814,  in  addition  to  taking  the  whole,  or  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  country  occupied  by  the  hostiles, 
the  United  Slates  took  e^ht  or  nine  millions  of 
acres  from  their  own  allies  in  arms,  who  were  most 
important  auxiliaries  in  the  war,  and  never  con- 
ccoed  one  cent  as  a  consideration  therefor. 

I  think  that  the  Government  ought  to  make 
restitution  in  the  best  way  it  can,  and  to  pay  the 
friendly  Creeks  at  least  five  or  six  cents  an  acre; 
I  will  not  aey  ten  cents,  although  we  have  been 
paying  (since  we  have  had  the  means,  and  have 
been  disposed  to  be  liberal  and  juat  to  other  In- 
dian tribes)  twenty-five  cents  an  acre.  I  think  it 
is  but  reasonable;  I  think  it  would  add  to  the 
credit  and  honor  of  the  country,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  concede  this  amount,  at  all  events, 
this  five  or  six  cents  an  acre,  if  the  facts  be  as  I 
have  stated  them,  and  I  believe  they  are.  1  know 
there  was  a  small  strip  of  land  of  the  hostiles 
reserved,  and  something  was  said  at  the  time  the 
treaty  waa  made  in  regard  to  its  being  an  equiva- 
lent. 1  have  investigated  that  point  as  far  as  I 
could,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  that  there 
ia  the  slightest  pretense  for  saying  that  it  was 
•oything  like  an  equivalent,  or  was  so  under- 


stood or  accepted  by  the  friendly  Creeks.  There 
was  also  a  claim  for  indemnity  for  spoliations  and 
property  destroyed.  That  went  before  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  was  pending  for  a  long 
time  berore  Congress,  in  one  shape  or  another. 
Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  report  on  it,  which  was  a 
puzzle  to  me  at  first.  As  I  read  it  at  first,  I  un- 
derstood him  to  mean  that  there  was  proof  that 
the  Indians  would  have  taken  |60,000  as  indem- 
nity for  the  lands  of  which  they  had  been  arbitra- 
rily deprived;  but  on  mqre  thorough  investigation, 
I  found  that  the  report  related  to  another  mat- 
ter, and  not  to  land. 

For  the  reasons  which  I  have  stated  now— 
though  I  have  not  thoroughly  investigated  the 
subject  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  except 
to  cast  my  eyes  over  the  memorials  and  brieb, 
and  to  listen  to  the  statements  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Wisconsin — I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  but  just  to  grant  this  claim.  I  will  not 
detain  the  Senate  by  any  further  remarks  upon 
it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  Preeident,  this  amend- 
ment proposes  to  go  back  forty  years,  to  1814,  to 
readjust  an  old  settlement  between  the  Creek  In- 
dians and  the  United  States,  and  to  set  aside,  in 
part  at  least,  the  treaty  which  was  then  made, 
upon  the  ground  of  inadequacy  of  consideration. 
The  proposition  I  regard  as  a  very  dangerous  one;, 
and  I  think  it  involves  two  considerations  which 
it  behooves  us  to  weigh  well  before  we  agree  to 
this  amendment. 

The  first  ia,  whether  we  shall  now  begin  to  act 
upon  the  principle  that  we  are  bound  to  go  back 
forty  years,  and  rip  up  old  Indian  treaties  and 
settlements,  on  the  ground  of  inadequacy  of  con- 
sideration, for  the  purpose  of  now  doing  them  jus- 
tice. And  the  next  consideration  is,  whether  we 
are  bound,  upon  such  evidence  as  we  can  now  com- 
mand, to  give  the  Creeks  more  than  they  have 
alreadjr  received,  even  if  we  should  assume  the 
obli(;ation  of  readjusting  the  settlement.  M  y  o  wn 
opinion  is,  that  if  we  commence  the  policy  of  re- 
opening these  treaties,  we  shall  find  that  there  is 
scarcely  one  made  prior  to  1840,  which  we  shall 
not  have  to  reexamine  and  readjust  upon  the 
grounds  which  are  here  set  up.  I  believe,  ton,  sir, 
that  when  we  come  to  make  that  attempt,  we  shall 
find  that,  even  if  we  had  the  disposition  to  reopen 
these  settlements,  it  will  be  perfectly  impossible 
for  us  to  collect  the  evidence  upon  which  we  can 
make  a  fair  decision.  We  oannot  collect  the  tes- 
timony which  will  enable  us  to  determine  the  rel- 
ative understandings  of  the  parties;  that  is,  what 
was  understood  on  the  part  of  the  representatives 
of  our  Government  ana  of  the  Indians  at  the  time 
the  treaties  were  made.  We  should  find  it  diSl- 
cult,  too,  to  ascertain  what  was  the  just  amount 
of  consideration  to  be  paid  them,  if  we  should  set 
aside  these  Indian  treaties  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  a  fairer  compensation. 

Sir,  what  is  the  consideration  which  we  should 
pay  to  tha  Indians,  and  what  are  their  rights! 
Not  the  consideration  which  we  would  pay  to  the 
fee-simple  proprietor;  not  the  consideration  which 
we  would  pay  to  a  foreign  nation  which  held  the 
ultimate  title  in  the  land;  but  some  sort  of  com- 
pensation, something  to  satisfying  them  for  aban- 
doning the  light  to  rove  over  the  land  and  catch 
game,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  that  land 
for  the  purposes  of  civilization .  Now,  I  think  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  ascertain  what  that  right 
is  worth.  If  we  estimate  it  according  to  what 
they  made  out  of  it,  that  is,  according  to  the 
scanty  subsistence  which  tbejr  managed  to  derive 
from  It,  the  worth  of  the  game,  and  such  habita- 
tion as  it  afforded  them,  1  think  it  will  be  fonnd 
that  there  is  not  a  treaty  we  have  ever  made  in 
which  we  have  no^  given  them  more  than  an 
et^uivalent  for  that  value.  In  addition  to  this,  it 
will  be  found  that  we  have  not  only  given  them 
such  considerations  as  satisfied  them  at  the  time, 
or  ought  to  have  satisfied  them,  and  were  better 
for  them  than  this  right  which  Uiey  exercised  of 
roaming  and  hunting  over  this  country,  but  we 
have  constantly  guarded  and  protected  them— 
protected  them  against  civil  wars,  protected  then 
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againit  the  encroachmenu  and  invanons  of  tb* 
whitea. 

Bui,  >ir,  let  us  go  back  a  little,  and  see  where 
we  aRall  bejed  if  we  take  the  ground  of  lettiDg 
aside  these  old  tremies,  because  of  inadequacy  of 
coiiaideratlon.  I  think  1  shall  show,  before  I  have 
dode,  that  the  Creeks  have  been  better  paid,  per- 
haps, than  any  other  tribe,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three,  with  which  we  have  had  relations.  I 
have  before  me  a  list  of  the  treaties  which  we 
have  made  with  various  tribes.  Here  1  find  that 
we  made  a  treaty  with  the  duapaws,  by  which 
we  received  from  them  51,786,560  acres  of  land, 
and'  gave  them  1297,976;  not  one  cent  an  acre. 
To  the  Wyandotts,  Delawares,  dke.,  we  gave 
(210,000  for  11,808,409  acres;  not  one  third  of  a 
cent  per  acre.  To  the  Wyandotts, Oitawas,  &c., 
$116,500  for  1,030,400;  about  one  and  a  half  cenU 
an  acre.  And  thus  1  mi^ht  recapitulate  a  long 
list  of  old  treaties  by  which  we  obtained  lands  • 
from  Indiana  at  such  nominal  prices.  If  we  set 
the  example  in  this  case,  the  claims  are  much 
stronger  under  the  treaties  to  which  I  have  referred , 
and  if  we  apply  the  same  rule  to  all,  what  will  be 
the  result  ?  In  casting  my  eye  over  the  list  of 
treaties,  I  £nd  more  striking  cases  of  inadequacy 
of  consideration  than  any  I  have  yet  menlioned. 
The  Delawares  and  Piankeshaws  ceded  2,038,400 
acres,  for  which  we  gave  them  |4,000.  The  Del- 
awares and  Pottawatomiea  ceded  1,572,480  acres, 
for  which  we  gave  |5,000.  The  Delawares  and 
Miamies  ceded  3,257,600  acres  for  |I8,000. 

Sir,  you  may  go  over  the  whole  list  of  these 
Indian  treaties,  and  I  believe  you  will  find  that 
there  was  no  treaty  prior  to  1830,  in  which  we 
agreed  to  give  the  same  compensation  that  the 
Creeks  have  already  received,  or  anything  like  it. 
And,  what  is  more,  it  will  be  found  that  we  have 
not-given  to  civilized  nations  anything  like  what  is 
now  claimed  here,  or  any  thing  like  what  we  have  al- 
readygiven  to  the  Creek  Indians.  Why,thewhole 
territory  acquired  from  Prance  by  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  cost  us  but|(15,000,000;  and  it  amount- 
ed to  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  millions 
of  acres;  so  that  the  cost  of  the  territory  was  not 
two  and-a-half  cents  an  acre.  It  will  be  seen,  on 
examination,  that  we  have  given  the  Creeks  twenty 
times  that,  as  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  before 
I  have  done,  in  the  course  of  the  various  settle- 
ments which  we  have  had  with  them.  It  will  be 
found,  I  think,  that  we  have  never  made  a  treaty, 
of  late  years,  with  an  Indian  tribe,  in  which  we 
did  not  agree  to  give  them  more  for  their  lands 
than  we  gave  Prance.  Are  we  to  go  back  and  set 
aside  that  treaty  on  the  ground  of  inadequacy  of 
consideration  ?  Are  we  to  go  back,  and  say  we 
will  compensate  her,  because  the  lands  whicn  she 
ceded  have  turned  out  to  be  more  valuable  than 
was  expected  ?  Or  ia  it  a  safe  policy  for  a  nation 
to  pursue,  in  regard  either  to  civilized  nations  or 
'  savage  tribes,  to  go  back  snch  a  great  distance  of 
time  for  the  purpose  of  settling  old  accounts  in 
reference  to  which  we  cannot  now  have  any  re- 
liable evidence? 

I  venture  to  say,  sir,  that  if  we  adopt  this  claim, 
we  shall  havs  claims  presented  at  our  Treasury 
upon  every  Indian  treaty  which  we  have  made 
heretofore,  because,  on  the  ground  on  which  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  seems  to  go,  that  we  are 
to  pay  them  twenty-five  centsan  acre  for  the  lands 
they  have  ceded,  1  believe  there  is  scarcely  a 
treaty  which  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  reopen, 
and  in  regard  to  which  it  will  not  be  incumbent 
upon  us  10  resettle  these  old  accounts.  Can  we 
doit?  What  frauds  wnuld  it  not  occasion  ?  In 
whnt  dlRiculties  would  it  not  environ  us? 

But,  sir,  in  point  offset,  I  think  I  can  show,  so 
far  as  we  have  evidence,  that  these  Creeks  have 
no  claim  upon  us,  and  have  been  better  paid  than 
almost  any  other  tribe  of  Indians  that  ever  had 
dealings  with  the  United  States.  This  whole 
transaction  arose,  if  I  understand  it,  out  of  a  civil 
war.  The  hostile  Creeks  attacked  the  friendly 
Creeks,  and  committed  spoliations  upon  them, 
and  afterwards  upon  the  whites, and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  interposed  for  their  pro- 
tection. It  sent  down  armed  men;  it  distributed 
rations  amongst  the  men  and  women,  and  sup- 
ported their  families;  and  it  paid,  as  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  says,  their  warriors. 
It  took  upon  itself  the  whole  cost  and  charge  of 
defending  them  and  of  supporting  these  people; 
and  when  that  war  was  concludra,  from  which 
they  would  have  suflered  as  much,  ay,  sir,  more 


than  we,  if  we  had  not  interposed  for  their  relief, 
instruotions  were  issued  by  the  Qovernment  here 
to  those  who  were  to  make  the  treaties,  to  reserve 
a  su£^ent  indemnity  out  Of  the  terrii9ry  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  United  Stales  for  the  expenses  of 
the  war.  It  was  required  of  the  negotiators,  and 
the  Indians  so  understood  it,  and  it  was  just  and 
right,  that  a  sufficient  territory  should  be  reserved 
in  order  to  indemnify  the  United  States  for  the 
expenses  of  that  war,  which  they  incurred  as 
much  for  the  benefit  of  the  friendly  Indians  as  for 
themselves.  In  making  this  arrangement  it  be- 
came necessary,  and  no  one  knows  it  better  than 
yourself,  Mr.  President,  [Mr.  Fitzpatkick  in  the 
chair,]  for  the  United  States  to  take  a  strip  of 
country  between  Plurida  and  the  Creek  country, 
in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting 
off  these  hostile  Indians  from  their  communica- 
tions with  Florida,  then  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
and  rather  an  unfriendly  Power.  It  was  necca* 
sary  to  intsrpose  this  barrier.  This  territory  was 
never  worth  much;  for  I  understand  that  a  large 
portion  of  it  is  yet  unsold,  and  that  a  great  deal  uf 
that  which  is  left  is  valued  at  some  ten  or  twelve 
cents  an  acre.  This  country, never  worth  much, 
was  taken  off — a  strip  of  it — for  this  purpose,  in 
order  to  interpose  that  barrier  between  the  com- 
munications of  those  hostile  Creeks  with  the 
Spanish  settlements,  and  the  Indiana  within  the 
Spanish  territory. 

This  was  a  measure  of  defense,  not  only  for  the 
whites,  but  for  the  friendly  Creeks  themselves.  It 
was  a  good  and  wise  thing  for  the  hostile  Creeks, 
because  it  enabled  this  Qovernment  the  better  to 
exercise  that  supervision  over  them  which  was 
indispensable  for  their  safety  and  peace  as  well  as 
our  own.  It  left  to  the  tribe,  which  I  understand 
did  not  at  that  time  number  more  than  twenty 
thousand,  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  acres  of  land 
for  .their  joint  occupation — far  more  than  was 
necessary  for  their  subsistence,  far  more  than  they 
could  cultivate,  and  quite  enough  for  their  hunting 
grounds.  For  the  land  thus  taken  from  the  friendly 
Creeks,  they  received  better  land  belonging  to  the 
hostiles,  many  of  whom,  I  believe,  were  killed, or 
fled  into  Florida.  This  capitulation  left  these 
Indians  all  the  land  they  oognt  to  have  wanted  in 
any  possible  point  of  view;  more  than  they  could 
have  profitably  used. 

We  have  never  recognized  the  Indians  as  fee- 
simple  proprietors  of  the  soil.  All  that  we  have 
felt  ourselves  bound  to  do  was  to  protect  them; 
and,  in  making  treaties  and  arrangements  in  re- 
gard to  theextinguishmentof  Indian  title,  to  make 
such  stipulstions  as  would  promote  their  happi- 
ness, and  OS  would  make  tne  necessity  of  occu- 
pying their  country  for  the  uses  of  civilization 
fall  as  lightly  and  as  easily  upon  them  as  possible, 
to  keep  them  satisfied,  and  to  give  them  such  con- 
sideration as  might  minister  to  their  future  happi- 
ness, in  the  shape  of  annuities,  in  the  shape  of 
presents,  clothing,  and  the  necessities  which  they 
might  require  in  the  course  of  their  after  life.  This 
is  all  that  we  were  bound  to  do.  This  is  all  we 
ever  stipulated  to  do.  The  idea  that  we  are  tn  go 
back  and  value  the  lands  which  we  acquired  from 
them  according  to  the  present  prices,  and  make 
them  compensation  accordingly,  would  involve 
our  Treasury  in  responsibilities,  the  end  of  which 
no  roan  living  would  ever  see. 

But  permit  me  to  pu'-suc  that  point  a  little 
further.  It  has  been  said  that  these  Indians  were 
induced  to  believe,  by  the  representations  of  Gen- 
eral Pinckney,  after  they  signed  the  capitulation 
with  General  Jackson,  that  some  remuneration 
would  be  made  them  for  these  lands.  Here  is 
what  is  found  in  General  Pinckney's  letter  to 
Colonel  Hawkins: 

"  Yon  will  picaae,  tlr,  lo  enmmnnlcate  tlirae  tPrms  to 
Ihe  friendly  Indians,  and  to  enjoin  them,  in  the  proaecuiion 
of  ihe  war  ajtaintt  such  aa  may  contlnua  hnrtile,  lo  abaiain 
carefnlly  fhim  injuring  ihoae  who  may  be  retumifif  with 
Ihe  intention  of  making  their  anlinilaaion.  You  may  lilio 
wiKR  inform  them  that  Ihe  United  Slaren  will  not  forgci 
their  fidelity,  bat,  in  the  arrangementa  which  may  be  made 
of  the  lands  to  be  retained  as  indemnity,  tbeir  ciaima  will 
be  reapeded ;  and  auch  of  tbeir  eliiefs  aa  have  diaiinguiiihed 
tbemseivci.  by  their  exertion  and  valor  in  the  common 
cause,  wilt  alan  receive  a  remuneration  in  the  ceded  landa, 
and  in  auch  manner  as  the  (Sovemment  nasy  direct." 

When  that  capitulation  was  made.  General 
Jackson  reserved,  within  the  ceded  lands,  a  settle- 
ment for  every  friendly  Creek,  and  for  every  chief 
amongst  the  friendly  Creeks,  who  was  then  in  the 
possession  of  settlements  on  the  ceded  lands.  It 
IS  obvious  that  the  promise  of  General  Pinckney, 


as  will  be  found  by  reference  to  agent  Hawkina** 
letter,  referred  only  to  such  indemnities  for  spolia- 
tions and  such  consideration  fortheirreaenratioiM 
within  the  ceded  landa,  as  would  satisfy  thechiefa 
and  the  people.  What  did  agent  Hawkins  say? 
He  said: 

"  Aa  to  the  extent  of  Ihe  ciaima,  I  have  no  dalain  calcu- 
late from.  Pan  of  the  voueiiera  were  taken  in  by  Mr.  Caa- 
aedy,  the  general's  secretary,  and  the  remainder  given  Itt 
•ince  to  Ihe  saaiMant  agent  at  Coweia.  wMeh  I  have  or- 
dered on  here ;  whatever  they  may  be,  I  will  forward  them 
aa  loon  aa  received.  I  believe,  at  Ihe  lime  of  drawing  tl>« 
lines  for  Uie  treaty,  960,000  would  have  been  received  as 
an  aqoivalent." 

At  the  time  of  drawing  the  lines  for  the  treaty, 
he  believed  that  |60,000  would  have  satisfied  them; 
that  is,  they  would  have  taken  that  sum  in  gross, 
not  only  for  the  spolistions,  but  for  the  lands,  and 
in  satisfaction  of  all  their  cAiims. 

The  answer  to  the  second  rjuestion  proposed  to 
him  by  the  Department,  which  was,  "  How  far 
the  Government  ought,  from  motives  of  justice  or 
policy,  to  yield  to  their  claims?"  he  answers: 

"  From  the  sutement  on  the  first  qneation,  it  ia  apparent, 
JtMtiee  i«  on  the  aids  of  the  clalmsntai  and  policy  requires 
s  strict  fuldllmeot  of  the  expeelatioaa  ofibeeMeO." 

That  is,  indemnity  for  these  spoliations. 

In  answer  to  the  third  question,  ■■  Whether  in- 
demnity ought  to  be  made  to  them  by  restoring  a 
part  of  the  ceded  land,  or  by  an  additional  annuity, 
or  by  siving  them  a  certain  fixed  sum  in  money 
or  goods  ?"  he  says : 

<*  I  believe  Ihe  eorreet  way  woold  be  to  liqnldate  llM 
elalma  of  indlviduala,  some  of  which,  I  am  told,  are  too 
high  ;  reduce  Ihem  to  a  Juet  value,  and  pay  them-  If  it 
were  a  national  claim,  a  cession  of  land  might  Im  deaifo- 
ble ;  but  lo  Individuals  it  is  otlierwise." 

Iituestion  four  was  "  Whether  these  compensa- 
tions (of  whatever  nature  they  may  be)  should  b* 
confined  entirely  to  the  friendly  chiefs?"  Inreply, 
he  says: 

"Tliis  qnealloa  la,  in  rset,  already  tnawered.  It  ekoaM 
Im  conflned  to  the  individual  claimsnu,  for  none  otiMr  ac« 
in  contemplatioB  of  the  lerma  of  peace  oSered." 

Let  me  pursue  this  history  further.  This  qnea- 
tion came  up  for  the  consideration  of  Congress 
before  a  (^mmittec,  of  which  Mr.  Lowndes  woa 
chairman,  in  1817--tfais  very  question;  for  if  you 
observe,  you  find  that  these  Creeks  had  claims  for 
spoliations  on  their  property  as  well  aa  claims  in 
regard  to  their  lands.  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  this  ra- 
port,  says: 

<•  That  the  fonndslioa  of  a  claim,  on  the  part  at  Ik* 
friendly  Creek  Indiana,  to  an  Indemnity  (bribe  toateswhtek 
they  sustained  from  hostile  Indiana  of  their  own  tribe,  is 
beat  explained  by  the  Instrument  delivered  by  them  to  Gen- 
eral Jackaon,  on  the  9th  of  Aoguet,  18M.  lo  Ihla  Ihey 
aay :  *  We  call  onraelvaa,  aa  we  are,  the  roaatera  of  tht 
land.  We  have  adhered  faithfully,  in  peace  and  war, 
to  our4reatv  stipulations  with  the  tjnited  Stales.  Fiadinc 
that  General  Jackson,  in  drawing  Ihe  linea  around  oar 
country,  to  retaifl  so  much  of  thsteonquered  fVom  the  bos- 
tile  Indiaits  aa  he  deemed  Jiiat,  fosad  it  neceaaaiy,  for 
political  motives  and  pnrpoaea,  to  ran  a  line  wiihiir  whieb 
there  is  a  great  quanUty  M  land,  actually  osr  property,  for 
which  he,  as  an  equivalent,  leaves  tn  ttie  conquered  In- 
diana landa  between  Cooaa  and  Tallapooas.  We  do  noc 
deem  the  richange  aa  an  cquivaleal.  1 1  ahall  not,  howevev, 
inlerfere  with  running  ihe  line,  aa  werelyonthejoaliceof 
the  United  States  In  cause  Justice  to  bt  done  to  ua.  ^nd, 
on  these  conditions,  wa  request  that  General  Plsebwey^ 
letter,  of  tbe  83d  April,  to  Colnael  Bswkina,  aad  dwaa- 
awer  thereto,  oftheasih,  be  aenlon  with  the  IVeaty,wlUcb 
we  will  aign  after  delivering  Ihia  ioatrumenu'  " 
f  *  •  •  • 

<•  Theae  extracta  appear  lo  the  committee  to  be  aafllelent 
to  allow  that  if  the  friendly  Creeka  are  lo  be  comidared  as 
haying  consented  lothe  cession  made  by  the  treaty  of  ISI4, 
it  WHS  only  on  the  condition  that  their  ciaima  lo  indemnity 
should  not  he  diKregarded.  Congress,  indeed,  may  be  cesi- 
sideted  as  having  recognised  their  claim  by  the  act  of  Um 
last  session  Air  Ihe  relief  of  Samuel  Manse,  one  of  tbeir 
number. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  hraty,  the  friendly  Creeka  woaU 
have  been  satisfied,  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Hawkins  la 
have  received,  as  an  Indemnity  for  their  losses,  the  awn  of 
$60,000.  As  it  ia  tn  be  considered  in  aome  measnreacliiisi 
under  a  treaty,  oa  they  Feem  tn  have  expected  tiiat  some 
fixed  sum  would  be  distritiuied  among  Ibem  aa  an  etiuivta- 
lent  for  their  losaea,  and  aa  to  do  so  will  be  to  make  it  tbe , 
Interest  of  eiM^h  suflfbrer  that  the  loaaea  of  anotbershaH  not  * 
be  exaggerated  beyond  their  real  amount,  the  committee 
believe  Uiat  it  will  be  best  to  appropriate  a  definite  sum,  to 
he  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
indemniiy  the  friendly  Creek  Indians  for  property  destroyed 
by  tbe  hostile  Creeka,  In  fUr  proportion  to  their  losaes." 

Commissioners  were  selected  who  looked  into 
these  spoliations  for  which  they  claimed  indem- 
nity, ana  who  estimated  the  whole  amount  afker- 
wards  at  $195,000.  The  Creeks  came  befors 
Congress  fbr  the  dilTerence  between  what  woa 
then  paid  them,  some  $87,000,  being  more  thiui 
the  $60,000  which  Colonel  Hawkins  mentioned, 
and  the  $197,000,  making  about  $110,000.  Upon 
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that  claim  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
«entatiTe«,  of  which  Louii  McLane,  of  Delaware, 
traa  chairman,  reported  adversely,  atatlng  it,  as 
the  opinion  of  the  commiuee,  that  the  sum  of 
|85,000,  appropriated  under  Mr.  Lowndes's  re- 
port, "  by  the  law  of  1817  was  intended  to  be  a  full 
Indemnity  for  all  the  lasses  of  the  friendly  In'dians, 
and  was  equal  to  any  reasonable  expectation."  I 
will  not  read  the  whole  of  that  report. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  What  time  was  that* 
Mr.  HUNT^.  In  1824.  Well,  sir,  within 
the  last  year  we  have  appropriated  the  residue  of 
these  $197,000.  We  have  given  the  $110,000, 
which,  in  addition  to  the  |87,000,  makes  up  the 
whole  amount  of  indemnity  for  spoliations  claimed 
tqr  the  Indiana  tbemaelves;  for  it  was  a  settlement 
Inacle  by  content ot  the  Indian  chiefs  at  that  time. 
My  frind  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Dawson]  tells  me 
that  these  same  friendly  Indians  made  a  treaty  in 
the  subsequent  year,  in  which  they  set  up  no  such 
claim  as  is  now  brought  forward,  for  these  lands. 
We  find,  then,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  agent 
Hawkins,  who  knew  more  about  these  Indians, 
•8  we  are  told,  than  any  other  man  ever  concerned 
with  them,  as  I  think  I  heard  you  say,  sir,  for 
you  knew  something  of  them,  that  at  the  time,  the 

Saymentof  $60,000  to  tKe  friemlly  Creeks  would 
Bve  settled  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  BELL.    That  was  for  th«  spoliations. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  No,  sir,  it  would  have  cov- 
ered the  whole.  It  was  a  joint  claim,  and  so  Mr. 
Lowndes  treats  it  in  his  report,  because  he  ap- 
plies this  indemnity  to  that  part  of  the  treaty  in 
which  the  friendly  Creeks  say  they  referred  only 
to  their  lands.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
«n  Indian  Affairs,  in  arguing  this  question  before, 
when  we  had  the  other  portion  of  the  claim  under 
consideration,  said  the  report  referred  to  lands. 
Mr.  Lowndes  clearly  had  reference  to  the  lands, 
because  he  quoted  the  instrument  of  the  friendly 
Creeks  in  regard  to  land. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  think  rite  honorable 
chairman  took  different  views  when  the  claim  for 
•poliations  was  before  as,  from  those  which  he 
now  advances.  My  impression  then  wss,  that 
the  1^,000  applied  to  the  land  claim;  such  is  my 
•pinion  yet.  He  argued,  however,  that  it  applied 
to  the  spolialion  claim.  If  he  did,  then  the  whole 
of  his  present  remarks  now  ar«  in  opposition  to 
ttia  former  opinion,*and  be  is  fortifying  the  view 
which  I  took  tlien.  I  have  been  looking  over  the 
remarks  which  the  Senator  made  heretofore,  and 
I  find  that,  in  reference  to  the  claim  for  spoliations 
committed  nn  the  friendly  Creeks,  'he  contended 
that  that  offer  of  $60,000  applied  to  those,  and  he 
read  the  report  of  Mr.  Lowndes  and  of  Mr.  Mc- 
~Lane,  to  shtfw  that  I  took  the  ground  then  (bat 
Mr.  Hawkins,  the  agent  for  these  Indians,  in 
•peaking  of  the  offer  of  $60,000,  had  reference 
only  to  the  national  claim  of  the  Creeks,  and  not 
to  the  claim  of  individuals  for  losses. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Sir,  1  took  the  same  ground 
then  that  I  take  now — that  what  agent  Hawkins 
meant  at  that  time  was,  that  $60,000  would  have 
jiatisfied  all  the  claims  of  these  Indians  for  spolia- 
tisns,  for  their  lands,  and  everything  else.  That 
was  the  view  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  when  he  made 
that  report,  under  which  they  received  $85,000; 
and  that  was  the  view  of  Mr.  McLane  when  he 
reported  against  their  claim  for  the  $110,000  ne- 
cessary to  make  up  the  amountof  $195,000,  which 
was  theft^ll  amount  which  the  commissioners  said 
'  they  were  entitled  for  spoliations.  Mr.  McLane 
■aid  they  were  not  entitled  to  that,  because  agent 
Hawkins  had  said  at  the  time  that  $60,000  would 
have  satisfied  all  their  demands;  and  I  believe  it 
would.  I  do  not  believe  the  claim  for  land  is  a 
valid  one,  even  upon  equitable  conaiderations 
-  alone.  I  think  I  shall  be  able,  presently,  to  show 
that  these  Creeks  have  been  compensated  for  all 
the  land  which  they  have  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  upon  a  more  liberal  measure  than  per- 
haps any  other  tribe  of  Indians  that  have  treated 
with  the  United  States.  I  believe  they  have  got 
already,  in  exchange  for  their  lands,  more  than 
the  United  States  will  ever  get  for  them  in  return', 
and  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  prove  it.  But 
these  documents  certainly  show  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  agent  Hawkins,  and  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  were  contem- 
poraries with  the  transsction,  and  that-  it  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  McLane,  that  what  they  meant 
was,  that  a  sum  in  gross  would  have  been  re- 
ceived ak  a  satisfaction  for  all  demands,  whether 


of  lands  or  anything  else.  That  was  the  meaning 
of  these  letters  of  Hawkins,  and  of  these  reports 
from  those  gentlemen.  That  was  alLthe  Indians 
ever  iwked — a  sum  in  gross  for  the  fands,  and  as 
an  indemnity  for  spoliations,  and  for  all  other 
claims. 

Again  sir,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  if  General 
Jackson,  who  made  this  capitulation,  and  was  af- 
terwards President,  if  he  believed  that  this  amount 
of  eight  or  ninemillions  of  acres  had  been  wrested 
wrongfully  from   the  Indians,  would   not   have 

Fropoaed  to  make  a  fair  compensation  to  them.' 
do  not  believe  it,  and  I  will  show  you  presently 
that  treaties  were  made  by  which  the  Indians  got 
lands  in  return  (rf  far  greater  value,  in  my  opinion, 
than  any  they  have  ceded. 

i  have  before  me  a  statement  made  up  at  the 
Indian  Department  in  1840,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  ceded  by  the 
Creeks  to  the  United  States  was  24,766,400,  and 
the  aggregate  value  of  the  land  given  in  exchange 
(valued  at  $1  25  an  acre)  of  the  annuities  and  of 
the  money  paid  them,  was  estimated  at  $!U  ,909,000. 
Now,  I  believe  it  will  be  found — for  I  wish  to 
stats  the  case  fairly,  if  I  can  do  it — that  in  this 
estimate  of  24,766,400  acres,  there  is  an  omission 
of  a  portion  ceded  in  Georgia  of  something  like 
6,000,000or  7,000,000  of  acres.'  It  will  be  found, 
then,  that  for  about  30,000,000  of  acres  they  have 
received  in  land,  valued  at  $1  25,  which  is  certainly 
better  worth  $1  25  than  what  they  gave,  and  in 
annuities  and  indemnities,  according  to  this  state- 
ment, $21 ,909,000.  It  is  to  be  observed,  too,  that 
this  estimate  of  the  whole  compensation  consist- 
ing of  land  and  money  ? iven  and  paid  to  the  In- 
dians does  not  include  the  Indian  reservations,  or 
"  head  rights'"  in  Alabama,  which  were  very  val- 
uable, or  the  $195,000  which  have  been  paid  them 
by  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  that  is  not  aH.  It  is  said  that  in  this 
ease  we  took  land  Tor  which  we  gave  no  equiva- 
lent. I  find  that  there  was  a  treaty  made  in  1633, 
long  after  this  transaction,  by  which  the  Creeks 
gave  5,128,000  acres,  and  received  11,158,000. 
This  difference  in  the  quantity  of  land  is  more 
than  enough  to  cover  any  claim  in  regard  to  these 
8,000.000  or  9,000,000  of  acres.  I  believe,  as  I 
said  before,  that  if  you  take  the  whole  quantity  of 
lands  ceded  to  be  30,000,000  of  acres — and  it  will 
not  exceed  that,  or,  at  least,  will  not  be  much  over 
it — and  take  what  they  have  received  in  return, 
$22,000,000  in  round  numbers,  it  will  be  found 
that  they  have  received  more  per  acre  than  the 
United  States  ever  received  for  their  lands;  and 
that  they  have  been  better  paid  than  any  people 
with  whom  we  have  ever  dealt;  better  paid  than 
any  foreign  nation  from  whom  we  have  derived 
territory  by  cession. 

Why,  sir,  I  was  curious  to  look  into  a  report 
made  in  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Con- 
gress, on  the  subject  of  the  value  of  these  lands 
to  the  United  States,  by  a  committee  of  this  body, 
of  which  Mr.  Norvell  was  chairman;  a  report 
with  which  it  was  said  Mr.  Calhoun  had  a  great 
deal  to  do;  a  report  which  received,  at  that  oay, 
the  assent  of  *that  intelligent  committee.  It  made 
out  the  net  value  of  the  public  lands  to  the  United 
States  to  be  something  like  seventeen  cents  an 
acre,  which  ia  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  value 
per  acre  which  the  Creeks  have  already  received 
for  the  whole  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  document  to  which  I  have 
referred.  And  now  we  are  asked,  upon  the  plea 
of  inadequacy  of  consideration,  and  upon  a  view 
of  apart  and  notof  all  our  transactions  with  them, 
to  reopen  the  accounts,  and,  upon  another  settle- 
ment, to  fix  another  price  upon  a  mere  arbitrary 
valuation.  Sir,  if  we  are  to  go  into  it,  how  can 
we  measure  the  value  of  what  was  ceded  by  the 
Indians  at  that  time?  It  is  evident  that,  in  order 
to  do  so,  we  have  to  consider  a  great  many  sub- 
jects, in  relation  to  which  we  have  now  little  and 
imfierfect  evidence.  We  have  to  consider  how 
far  it  was  a  war  on  account  of  the  friendly  Creeks. 
We  have  to  consider  how  far  they  were  entitled 
to  contribute  a  portion  of  the  expenses  of  that 
war.  We  have  to  consider  how  far  it  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Creeks  themselves  that  we  should 
take  this  strip  of  country,  which  still  remains,  the 
greater  portion  of  it,  in  our  hands,  and,  I  am  told, 
IS  almost  worthless,  and  would  sell,  at  best,  but 
for  a  few  cents  an  acre.  We  must  ascertain,  too, 
whether  we  did  not,  in  fact,  give  the  friendly  In- 
diana a  more  valuable  country,  taken  from  the 


hostiles,  in  exchange  for  this  barren  strip,  so  as 
to  make  it,  in  fact,  a  contribution  froni  the  hot- 
tiles  themselves.  And,  lastly,  when  we  have  gone 
through  all  these  considerations,  we  have  to  esti- 
mate the  nature  of  the  Indian  title,  and  what 
we  ought  to  pay  them  for  such  concessions  aa 
these. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  it  wouM  have  been  far 
better,  in  the  beginning,  if,  instead  of  going 
through  the  form  of  treaties  with  the  Indians,  w« 
had  made  arrangements  with  them,  through  com- 
missioners— Bucn  arrangements  as  would  have 
satisfied  them,  and  looked  more  to  their  real  in- 
terests and  less  to  the  mere  form  of  treaties.  We 
could  have  made  such  arrangements  and  contracts 
with  them  as  would  have  promoted  their  real  hap- 
piness, as  would  have  secured  to  them  such  arti- 
cles of  subsistence,  of  clothing,  and  of  agricultural 
iniflements,  as  would  have  benefited  them  in 
their  af^er  career,  instead  of  giving  these  largs 
sums  of  money  either  to  be  wasted  upon  agentj, 
or  to  be  expended  in  whisky,  or  to  be  scattered 
broadcast  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  believe  it 
will  be  found  in  the  history  of  our  transactions 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  that  they  have  been  very 
little  benefited  by  the  large  sums  of  monev  that 
have  been  paid  to  them,  and  that  it  would  havs 
been  far  better  to  have  made  some  arrangement* 
with  them  which  looked  to  furnishing  them,  in 
kind,  with  such  things  as  would  be  useful  to  them. 
But,  whether  that  be  so  or  not,  of  this  I  feel  very 
certain,  that  it  would  not  be  safe  or  proper  for  us 
to  undertake  to  go  back  forti^  years,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reexamining  old  treaties  and  resettling  oM 
accounts,  and  especially  Indian  treaties.  If  we 
once  commence  it,  I  fear  we  shall  never  see  the 
end  of  it. 

We  paid  last  year  to  these  friendly  Creeks 

?  110,000,  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  not  due,  for 
believed,  as  I  said  then,  that  what  was  allowed 
in  I8I7,  when  Mr.  Lowndes  made  his  report,  waa 
a  full  consideration  for  all  the  claims  which  they 
were  entitled  to  make.  But  Congress  thought 
otherwise.  They  appropriated  the  $110,000, 
which,  in  addition  to  the  previous  appropriations, 
made  up  the  $195,000 — the  whole  amount  ever 
estimated  by  the  Commissioner  as  due  to  them  for 
spoliations.  Having  done  that,  it  seems  to  ma 
we  ought  to  stop;  because,  if  we  go  further,  if  we 
undertake  to  go  back  to  resettle  these  old  treaties, 
we  shall  find  that  we  are  not  to  stop  with  those  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  There  are  others,  and  we 
shall  have  large  claims  from  another  quarter. 

I  have  before  me  a  statement  of  some  treaties 
made  in  1842.  A  treaty  was  concluded  with  the 
Chippewa  Indians  of  the  Mississippi  and  Lake 
Superior,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1842,  by  which 
they  ceded  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of  land,  for 
which  they  got  $407,000.  That  is  the  estimated 
value  of  the  lands  granted, of  their  annuities,  and 
of  the  money  paid  to  them.  Shall  we  reopen  this 
treaty  too,  and  pay  these  Indians  °at  the  rate  of 
twenty  or  twenty-five  cents  an  acre  for  their  lands? 
If  you  pay  this  claim,  how  can  vou  discriminate 
against  others  who  have  received  much  less  than 
the  Creeks  for  the  lands  which  they  have  ceded  ? 
If  we  take  this  step  ws  cannot  stop  there,  bat 
must  go  on.  And  if  we  act  on  the  principle  of  this 
amenoment,  we  shall  have  probably  to  reopen 
every  treaty  made  previous  to  1830,  which  I  hope 
the  senate  are  not  disposed  to  do. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President,  it  is,  or 
should  bf,  the  desir«  of  every  member  of  the 
Senate,  to  get  at  the  right  iirthis  matter.  I  have 
listened,  with  great  attention,  to  what  has  been 
said  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  but  he  has  failed  to  satisfy  my 
mind  by  any  thing  that  he  has  said,  of  sny  error 
on  the  part  of  the  committee.  It  is  purely  a  ques- 
tion of  justice. 

Have  these  Indians,  as  is  alleged,  been  deprited 
of  such  a  portion  of  their  country,  without  com- 
pensation f  If  an,  what  compensation  shall  be 
allowed  them  ?  Upon  this  question  we  find  there 
is  a  very  wide  difference  between  the  opinion^  of 
the  committee  and  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs.  I  have  before  me  his  report  and  opinion 
upon  the  subject.  As  I  stated  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, his' conclusions  are  with  the  committee,  that 
justice  is  with  the  Indians;  and  not  only  so,  hot 
he  fixes  the  amount  of  land  of  which  they  have 
been  deprived  at  a  much  greater  aggregate  than 
the  committee  have  fixed  it,  and  the  sum  to  which 
they  are  entitled  at  a  mach'pnUT  sum  than  that 
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fixed  by  the  eommiuee— u  twenty  cents  an  acre  it 
ertaler  than  six  and  a  qaarter. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  Kts  out  with  a  Terjr 
imposing  declaration,  and  one  that  strikes  im- 
pressivcrjr  when  made  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  made  it.  It  is  that  the  amendment  proposes  to 
go  back  for  forty  years,  and  set  aside  a  treaty 
made  with  these  Indians,  and  readjust  the  consid- 
eration paid  to  them  under  that  treaty  for  their 
lands.  This  would  seem  to  be  an  act  that  the 
Senate  would  not  do;  and  if  that  were  really  a 
true  and  correct  statement  of  what  is  proposed, 
let  him  satisfy  the  Senate  of  it,  and  I  venture  to 
■ay  they  will  not  make  this  appropriation.  But, 
sir,  is  it  a  correct  statement  ?  Is  this  a  proposition 
to  go  back  and  set  aside  a  treaty  ?  You  know,  sir, 
the  amendment  does  not  propose  to  set  aside  the 
treaty.  It  ieares  the  treaty  in  force.  The  liypds 
which  by  the  uapitulation  were  vested  in  the  United 
Slates,  are  left,  notwithstanding  the  amendment, 
in  the  United  Slates.  Does  it  propose  to  readjust 
any  consideration  stipulated  for  by  that  treaty?' 
No,  sir;  for  the  xravoawn  of  this  claim  is  that  no 
consideration  whatever  was  allowed  under  the 
treaty. 

If  Scnatoiaread  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  in  wnich  be  correctly  details 
what  General  Jackson  said  at  the  time,  they  will 
find  that  it  is  there  asserted — and  such  will  be 
found  to  be  the  case  when  the  history  of  the  mat- 
ter is  looked  into — that  General  Jackson  did  not 
pretend  to  buy  that  land  of  the  Indiana.  He  never 
pretended  that  he  was  giving  them  any  considera- 
tion, except  in  the  casual  words  in  which  he  said 
the  land  reserved  between  the  Coosa  and  Talla- 
poosa rivers  is  an  equivalent.  The  Indians  might, 
and  probably  did,  reply,  "Sir,  we  do  not  con- 
sider it  an  equivalent.''  And  why  did  they  not 
consider  it  an  equivalent.'  For  the  very  reason 
slated  in  their  part  of  the  treaty,  or  the  instrument 
drawn  up  by  them,  and  which  agent  Hawkins 
and  Qeneral  Pinckney  say  they  declared  to  be 
their  part  of  the  treaty,  and  in  consequence  of 
their  being  permitted  to  make  that  statement  they 
signed  the  treaty,  and  from  no  other  considera- 
tion except  the  force  which  was  used.  They  say, 
in  their  part  of  the  treaty,  that  they  did  not  con- 
sider it  an  equivalent,  and  for  a  very  plain  reason. 
They  might,  if  they  had  used  language  which 
would  have  expressed  the  idea  very  clearly  at  the 
time,  have  saio:  ■*  General  Jackson,  how  do  3rDu 
decree  this  a  capitulation?  The  land  between  the 
Coosa  and  the  Tallapoosa  is  already  oars.  It  is 
true,  these  hostiles  live  there  now;  but  how  did 
they  get  there?  They  cams  ihera  by  our  sufler- 
anes.'  They  are  not  native  Muscogee  Indians, 
but  are  engrafted  tribes,  who  have  gone  there  to 
aetlle  on  our  land  by  our  permission,  and  the  first 
thing  we  knew  they  waged  war  against  us  and 
against  your  country.  We  have  stood  by  you, 
and  helped  you  to  fight  them  and  put  them  down; 
and  do  you  now  deem  it  a  consideration  to  say  to 
■ay  to  us  that  we  shall  hava  a  portion  of  the  coun- 
try which  was  orijginally  our  own,  and  take  from 
us,  under  the  capitulation,  a  huge  portion  of  this 
country  which  bias  never  been  the  scene  of  war- 
fare?" 

Sir,  such  language  as  that  addressed  to  General 
Jackson  would  have  presented  the  case  in  its 
proper  form,  and  how  can  it  be  said  at  this  day 
that  leaving  to  them  this  small  parcel  of  country, 
which  was  already  theirs,  between  the  Coosa  and 
the  Tallapoosa  rivers,  was  any  equivalent  for  the 
enormous  amount  of  property  taken  from  them 
by  the  capitulation?  They,  our  friends,  were 
converted  into  enemies  for  the  purpose  of  capitu- 
lation, and  they  were  forced  to  give  up  land  which 
had  not  been  trodden  by  a  foe,  but  from  which 
they  had  kept  the  enemy  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
a  portion  of  the  time  being  under  the  command  of 
General  Jack sonhimBeir,and  other  military  officers 
of  ths  Unitsd  States.  To  contend  that  there  was 
any  equivalent  would  seem  to  be  absurd.  It  would 
seem  like  my  taking  two  horses  from  you,  and 
■ayine  that  as  an  equivalent  for  this  one  I  give 
you  that.  That  is  a  queer  kind  of  bargain.  If 
that  is  the  manner  in  which  the  Government  can 
conduct  itself,  and  deem  itself  acting  justly,  it  is 
a  new  rule  by  which  it  governs  its  conscientious- 
ness. 

Then  the  Senator  is  mistajien  in  both  branches 
of  his  first  proposition.  We  do  not  propose  to 
go  back  forty  years  and  set  aside  any  treaty.  We 
do  not  propose  to  go  back  and  reailjust  any  con- 


sideration then  paid  under  the  treaty  for  this  land. 
We  deny  that  it  was  paid  at  all;  and  the  Senator 
has  read  the  very  instrument  contemporaneous 
with  the  capitulation  in  which  the  Indians  de- 
clared that  tneyk  were  the  owners,  not  only  of  the 
land  they  were  forced  to  give  up,  but  also  of  that 
which  was  left  to  them  as  a  pretended  equivalent, 
and  that  they  alone  had  the  right  to  cede  it.  In 
that  instrument  they  also  recited  the  promise 
which  had  been  made  through  General  Pinckney 
and  agent  Hawkins,  that  their  claims  should  be 
respected.  Here  let  me  take  a  side' glance  at  the 
objections  which  have  been  made  to  the  claim.  It 
is  said  that  this  claim  has  slumbered  so  long  that 
now  it  is  too  late  to  take  it  up.  The  Senator  him- 
self has  called  our  attention  to  the  first  step  whirh 
was  taken  in  this  matter  in  1814.  He  has  traced 
from  that  time  down  to  1834,  and  we  find  that  at 
other  periods  the  claim  was  asaertcd  through  their 
agent,  and  by  different  agents. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Not  since  1824,  that  I  can 
find. 

Mr.  WALKER.  You  will  find  that  it  was  so; 
but  I  will  admit  that, from  1834  down  to  1853,  their 
principal  struggle  was  to  get  indemnity  for  the 
spoliations  on  their  personal  property,  and  their 
houses  and  villages.  The  Senator  says  there 
would  now  be  impropriety  in  attempting  this  re- 
adjustment, as  he  terms  it,  because  of  the  great 
difficulty  of  getting  at  the  evidence.  I  wiah  to 
inquire  what  evidence  he  wants  which  is  lacking? 
Is  there  any  testimony  in  regard  toil  which  is  not 
of  a  better  character  than  can  be  presented  in 
regard  to  any  other  claim  ?  Why,  sir,  the  highest 
oraerof  testimony  is  recdVd  evidence;  and, though 
this  may  not  fall  strictly  within  the  definition  of 
record  evidence,  when  we  speak  of  the  decisions 
and  thsrecordsof  courts  of  justice,  yet  it  is  record 
evidence  so  far  as  it  can  be,  and  most  solemnly 
so,  being  found  among  our  own  American  archives. 
It  is  a  claim  which  can  be  traced,  as  1  before 
remarked,  by  the  public  archives  of  the  country, 
more  conclusively,  perhaps,  than  any  other  claim 
whichever  was  presented  on  the  part  of  an  Indian 
tribe.  Ithad itsinceptionatthecapitulation ofl8I4. 
Then  we  find  the  Indians  most  solemnly  declared 
that  they  would  not,  bv  reason  of  the  force  that 
was  exercised  upon  them,  execute  this  treaty. 
Agent  Hawkins  says  so  too;  and  notwithstand- 
ing force  was  used,  and  the  threatening  attitude  of 
General  Jackson,  they  would  not  have  signed  the 
treaty  unless  it  was  conceded,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  they  should  have  put  upon  the  treaty  a  kind 
of  protocol,  which  they  made  their  part  of  the 
treaty,  and  which  they  required  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  War  Department,  together  with  the  letters 
of  General  Pinckney  and  agent  Hawkins.  We 
see,  from  that  time  down  to  1824,  it  is  not.  dis- 
puted they  were  following  up  this  claim.  We 
find,  too,  contemporaneous  with  it,  a  declaration 
of  surprise,  on  tne  part  of  agent  Hawkins,  that 
the  course  pursued  by  General  Jackson  should 
have  been  pursued  towards  them;  and  so  far  as 
I  have  heard,  1  must  say,  that,  as  well  as  1  can 
learn  from  those  who  knew  him,  this  agent 
Hawkins,  has  left  a  character  as  fair  as  any  man, 
perhaps,  who  ever  conducted  Indian  affairs  in 
connection  with  any  tribe  in  the  country.  He 
seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  peculiar  integrity, 
and  of  a  fine  sense  of  justice,  who  stood  by  the 
rights  of  the  Government,  and  stood  up,  when  he 
could,  for  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  But  all  that 
he  could  do  was  to  declare  his  surprise  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter. 

The  Senator  says  we  cannot  now  estimate  the 
Indian  title,  and  he  tells  us,  as  a  reason  why  we 
cannot,  that  the  Indian  title  is  but  the  right  to 
roam  over  the  land  and  to  obtain  a  precarious 
subsistence  from  the  game  that,  like  the  Indians 
themselves,  roam  over  the  country.  Why,  sir,  it 
is  strange  indeed  if  we  cannot  estimate  the  Indian 
title  at  tnis  day.  What  have  we  been  doing  since 
the  revolutionary  war?  Has  not,  in  every  in- 
stance, when  it  was  proposed  to  make  an  Indian 
treaty,  an  estimate  been  made  of  the  value  of  the 
Indian  title  to  the  lands  proposed  to  be  sold? 
Why,  sir,  you  will  find  that  the  very  next  year 
the  Indians  were  allowed  for  lands  in  the  same 
region  of  country,  not  six  and  a  quarter  cents  an 
acre,  but  the  admission  of  the  Government  is,  that 
that  land  right  adjoining  this  was  more  valuable 
than  six  and  a  quarter  centa — as  much  as  two 
thirds  more  valuable.  There  is  the  estimate  set 
by  ths  Government  itself,  upon  what  ?  Upon  land 


to  which  the  title  was  in  it?  No,  sir,  but  to  land 
over  which  there  was  an  Indian  title — the  right  to 
roam  and  procure  a  precarious  subsidence.  Here 
then  we  have  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Indian 
title.  In  the  following  year,  at  the  treaty  of 
Indian  Spring,  we  have  evidence  of  the  estimate 
which  the  country  set  upon  the  Indian  title,  and 
we  have  it  continually  ever  since.  Not  a  year 
passes  in  which  the  Government  is  not  brought 
to  make  some  estimate  of  the  Indian  title;  I  can- 
not see  therefore  that  there  is  any '  force  in  this 
point,  which  is  thrown  in  as  it  were  to  make 
weight  against  this  claim. 

Mr.  President,  there  was  another  very  broad 
assertion  made  by  the  Senator,  and  it  waa  that 
we  gave  at  the  time  to  these  Indians  that  with 
which  they  were  satisfied.  I  must  confsas  I  waa 
more  surprised  with  that  declaration  from  the  lipa 
of  the  honorable  Senator  than  with  any  other 
declaration  which  he  made.  Why,  sir,  was  not 
the  very  evidence  which  he  was  reading  and  re- 
viewing at  the  time  proof  cogent  and  conclusive 
of  the  incorrectness  of  that  statement?  Was  not 
the  protocol,  drawn  up  by  themselves,  a  refutatioa 
of  his  declaration?  How,then,couIdhesay  they 
received  that  with  which  they  were  satisfied?  ft 
is  impossible  to  say  it  in  truth,  not  that  I  by  any 
means  intend  even  to  imply  that  the  Senator  would 
falsely  represent  this  matter  intentionally.  But 
we  do  know  that  these  Indians  were  dissatisfied 
at  the  time.  They  declared  it  solemnly  in  writing. 
They  declared  it  in  that  form  which  they  deemed 
a  ptirt  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  did  notsay  that  the  Indians 
were  satisfied  at  the  capitulation  of  Fort  Jackson, 
but  I  say  we  have  the  evidence  of  agent  Hawkins 
that  they  would  have  been  satisfied  at  that  time  if 
they  had  received  |60,000  in  money. 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  was  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  Senator's  remarks,  and  I  waa  about  tocom- 
meni  on  it;  and  I  was  going  to  say,  that  the 
next  thing  we  heard  from  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor was  that  they  would  have  been  satisfied  at  the 
time  Colonel  Hawkins  made  his  repoil,  if  they 
could  have  been  paid  |60,000.  Now,  what  is  said 
on  that  subject  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indiari 
Affairs,  in  reviewing  the  whole  history  of  this 
transaction  ?    He  says  this: 

"  As  lo  wlist  may  be  deemed  '  Jwl  sod  proper*  enaip«». 
sallon  fnt  Ibe  iandii  referred  to,  I  bave  to  remark  thai  Cabv 
net  Hawkint,  In  bis  lener  at  ibe  lit  of  Aufsat,  1815,  (9 
JfMan  ^fian,A»3,)  ssid  Uiat  he  M<c*cd  lbs  ladlaos  wnaM 
St  the  tins  bave  sccrpicd  #60,000  as  sa  Isdemnlir.  The 
commlliee  of  Ibe  Fourteealb  Concren,  of  which  Mr. 
Lowod<-«  wss  ehairiDsn,  eonsideieo  die  remark  la  reftr 
eselasiveljr  lo  ibeir  claim  Ibi  tndemnlqr  fi>r  injnrlea  and 
Inmea,  (9  ImMmn  wMairt,  ISS.)  So  did  lbs  Comminee  of 
Ways  and  Meamorihe  Hoiue,  is  ISM,  (it.,4>a.)  Oa  the 
cniiirery,  my  predrcesaor  In  offlce,  Orlando  Brown,  Eiq., 
wilb  wnnm  I  concorred,  wsaoT  a  eonuary  opinion — -(S>s 
Ctoaxntnimer  Bmcn't  rtftrt,  matt  In  1850,  <•  Us  Cmi»- 
wtUUt  M  JmMm  ^Jfaln  »/  tkt  Seaota.)" 

Now,  I  wish  Stenalors  to  note  what  follows,  for 
it  addresses  itself  to  the  Senate  as  well  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  intei-tor,  to  whom  this  report  waa 
made: 

"  Boi  he  ihN  as  it  msy,  even  if  Ihs  (Hrndly  Indisns, 
Krhig  Ibiiir  land  IrrelrlevaMjt  taken  (Whs  them,  expressly 
hirorroed  by  Genersl  Jackson  that  be  had  no  saiboriiy  to 
enoipiy  Willi  General  Pincknay'a  promiaea,  enisbnl  aadcr 
•  irral  w«i|h|nrmiaft>naiiea,  dirbrsnened  and  deapairinf , 
irnold  bave  received  at  thai  dme  for  Iheir  lands  ao  inade- 
qnsia  a  compenaslioa,  Ibal  alKirda  no  rale  by  which  ■> 
mvaanre  wbai  Ihsy  oiv>l  now  lo  reeelva;  and  lo  ennaidse 
ihem  boDud  by  what  it  was  Colonel  Hswklna'e  opinion  lb«y 
would  hare  received,  it  paid  them  then,  would  be  ibe 
sinuigeel  iiijuaiicr." 

This  is  what  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  says.  Differing  vastly  from  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  and  from  any  view  it  seems  to  ine 
which  may  be  taken  on  this  subject,  when  it  ia 
clearly  and  fully  understood.  Why,  sir,  suppose, 
as  the  CommiBsionersays,at  that  time  confronted 
by  General  Jackson  as  they  were,  told  that  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  terms  proposed  by 
General  Pinckney,  that  he  could  do  nothing  more 
than  receive  the  capitulation  from  them,  and  lake 
from  them  their  country;  and  suppose  when  ther 
saw  it  had  logo  anyhow,  they  voluntarily  said, 
give  us  $60,000,  would  the  Government  have 
considered  that  the  Indians  were  concluded  aad 
estopped  by  the  acceptance  of  such  a  proposition  i 
No,  sir.  It  seems  impossible  that  just  men  could 
come  lo  such  a  conclusion.  These  are  the  best 
features  surrounding  the  transaction,  and  the  best 
you  can  say  of  that  statement  of  Colonel  Haw- 
kins is,  that  under  the  circumstances  recited  by 
tlie  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  they  wouia 
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dave  humbly  bowed  down  and  taken  that  aum 
when  they  knew  well  they  could  get  nothing 
more.  When  friends  are  found  involuntarily 
placed  in  the  ponition  of  enemies,  and  are  forced 
and  become  willing  to  submit  to  such  terms,  I 
do  not  know  how  far  some  minds  might  be  willing 
to  <^ol1l■ider  them  as  concluded  on  that  subject; 
but  for  my  perl,  I  am  so  constituted  that  I  can 
take  no  such  view  as  that.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
would  hold  them  responsible  for  it  even  if  the 
160,000  had  then  been  paid  them;  and  it  was  un- 
aeniably  the  consideration  for  their  lands. 

Another  statement  was,  that,  when  the  capitu- 
lation was  made,  General  Jackson  reserved  land 
for  the  friendly  Creeks  equivalent  to  that' which  he 
took  from  them.  I  have  commented  on  that  before; 
and  the  comparison  which  I  made,  of  taking  your 
two  horses,  and  returning  you  on#  as  a  consider- 
ation for  the  other,  is  an  exact  parallel.  He  gave 
them  nothing  but  what  already  belonged  to  them; 
nothing  but  what  they  said,  in  his  presence, 
belonged  to  them;  nothing  but  what  they  said,  in 
writing,  belonged  to  them;  and  that  writing  he 
consented  to  forward  to  the  Government,  knowing 
that  they  claimed  it  as  their  part  of  the  treaty. 

This,  then,  was  the  attitude  occupied  by  this 
ease  at  that  tims.  This  was  the  manner  in  which 
General  Jackson,  in  connection  with  this  whole 
transaction  at  that  time,  answered  the  argument 
«uid  the  assertion  of  the  Senator,  that  they  received 
an  equivalent.  But,  sir.  General  Jackson,  at  the 
time,  did  not  dinpute  that  part  of  the  treaty,  or 
that  protocol  which  they  claimed  as  their  part  of 
the  treaty.  Why  do  I  make  thia  aasertion?  In 
the  same  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  to  which  1  have  referred,  he  recites  the  fact 
that: 

"OenenI  JickM>n,lia»ev*r,4id  not  prelnid  to  take  or 
retain  the  land*  of  tbt/rienilg  Vrnla  as  pan  of  Ibe  «•■■ 
fatred lerrllonr.  His  reasons  tbr  lakiiwlbeni  were  Mated 
Sy  bim  In  hit  Utter  to  tbe  Secretary  of  war,  dated  AngnM 
10,  1814,  In  wbiob  be  raid :  <  Considerailoiu  IntereMtng 
to  Ibe  united  Suiea,  relative  tn  the  Spanltta  domlniona 
tanmediaielir  souih  of  us,  indneod  me  lo  procnre  ibe  ceseion 
of  all  the  Creek  lands  of  eonacquence,  bounding  on  for- 
eign clainu  of  territory,  In  order  to  pivvent  Aiture  connec- 
tions injarioailo  oar  Hanquililty.'  (I  I»itan  Jlffatn,  838.J 
On  the  IStbnf  April,  IBM,  Mr.  FnnyUi,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee In  regard  to  tbe  claims  of  Reorgia,  made  a  report, 
in  wbieh  it  I*  said:  'In  ISM,  Qeneral  Jackson,  acting 
under  the  antbnrity  of  Ibe  Government,  look  from  the 
Creek  Indians,  for  an  eqnivalent  named  by  bimself,  all  Ibe 
land  Ibe  United  Stale*  dioae  to  require,  to  effect  a  great 
ol^eet  of  aaiional  poliey  In  regard  lo  itae  Indian  iribes.  It 
tmnnoi  b€  alUtti  that  ikit  was  dtne  by  vMu*  ofcon^ut, 
Thi*  acqoialion  ig  (»«fKO<  was  an  acqaisiUon  of  land< 
ftom /HnA  attd  oiUet  lor  an  equivalent  named  by  Itae 
Doited  Slate*.' " 

That "  equivalent,"  as  I  before  statad,  was  but 
another  portion  of  their  own  country,  and  they  so 
declared  in  the  protocol  to  the  treaty  on  their  part. 
Thus  we  see,  air,  that  contrary  to  the  argument 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  General  Jackson  him- 
self did  not  pretend  that  he  was  giving  an  equiva- 
lent. He  took  the  territory  for  political  consider- 
ations. He  did  not  view  it  as  a  matter  of  con- 
sequence to  the  country  whether  he  gave  any 
consideration  or  not.  A  military  man,  in  his 
positioni  perhaps,  was  justified  in  doing  what  he 
did.  If  the  country  waa  in  exlrtmit — if  thoae 
Spanish  dominions  lying  on  the  frontier  were  to 
b«  made  the  rendezvous  for  robbers,  thieves,  and 
pirates— if  persons  like  Arbutbnot  and  Ambrister 
were  to  be  allowed  there  to  cany  on  their  opera- 
tions, and  arm  parties  to  commit  treason  on  this 
country,  it  was,  perhaps,  justifiable,  if  the  coun- 
try could  not  be  saved  in  any  other  way,  to  take 
the  Indian  lands  on  the  frontier,  and  seize  the 
traitors  and  shoot  or  hang  them.  Sir,  General 
Jackson,  of  all  men  on  earth,  was  the  man  to  act 
up  to  tbe  requirements  of  the  occasion.  In  this 
condition  of  things  it  wiu  immaterial  to  Urn  what 
the  Creeks  might-claim  as  being  their  country, 
because  there  was  a  necessity  on  his  part  for 
taking  it.  But,  sir,  when  these  Indians  apfRaled 
to  us  for  justice,  when  their  claim  is  ascertained, 
when  tbev  have  followed  it  up,  and  shown  its  jus- 
tice clearly  to  us,  are  we  to  say  lo  them  coldly, 
"  What  you  were  forced  to  do  then  we  will  make 
you  stand  by  now !  Though  you  were  our 
friends,  and  fought  by  our  aides— though  you 
were  under  the  command  of  the  man  who  forced 
jrou  to  cede  jrour  country  for  the  benefit  of  his, 
we  will  not  give  vou  one  farthing  for  the  territory 
which  was  ceded  or  taken  from  you."  If  the 
Senate  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will 
do  that,  I  must  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  long 
misappreciated  their  sense  of  justice. 


The  honorable  Senator  says  the  Indiana  have 
already  got  more  than  the  United  States  will  ever 
eetfrom  these  lands.  Sir,  when  did  they  get  it? 
He  brinjs  up  general  tables  here  showing  tneaggre- 
gates  of  sums  given  by  the  Government,  under  all 
the  treaties  with  the  Cfreeks,  and  sll  the  expenses 
paid  them  for  indemnity, &,c.,  including,  perhaps 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States  in  wars 
in  which  the  people  of  the  United  States,  those  of 
Alabama  and  Georgia  in  particular.  Were  as  much 
interested. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Not  an  estimate  of  what  we 
gave  them  except  lands  and  money. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  make  the  inference  from 
the  nature  of  a  statement,  which  I  now  have  in 
my  drawer,  in  which  I  sec  that  in  some  of  these 
cases  the  expenses  of  wars  are  char|ed  in  these 
tables  to  the  Indians.  I  do  not  say  It  is  so  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  is  not  so.  The  sUlement 
which  I  gave  merely  included  the  lands  and  the 
money  given  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  WALKER.  But  suppose  in  treating  with 
the  Creek  Indians,  the  United  Slates,  at  various 
times,  have,  in  making  other  acquisitions,  incurred 
heavy  expenditures.  That  has  been  a  matter  of 
voluntary  bargain  and  contract  between  the  two 
parties.  Neither  was  then  forced  to  capitulate. 
The  parties  stood  upon  an  equal  footing.  They 
dealt  as  equals  do.  Then  why  array  that  against 
these  Indians?  why  liring  that  up  to  show  that 
now  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  make  compensation  when  tliere  has  been  a 
manifest  wrong  done  ?  I  cannotsee  bow  the  argu- 
ment can  be  applied. 

Why,  sir,  would  this  be  the  ease  between  indi- 
viduals acting  as  equals?  If  I  had  bought  one 
farm  of  you ,  and  paid  a  large  price  for  it,  a  price 
that  turned  out  to  be  a  losing  bargain  on  my  part, 
and  I.  subsequently  seize  on  another  farm,  and 
take  it  from  you,  ought  I  to  offset  the  loss  which 
I  made  by  the  first  purchase,  against  the  farm 
secondarily  taken  ?  I  apprehend  no  one  could  ap- 
prove such  a  reaaon;  and  yet  this  would  be  the 
strongest  point  of  view  in  which  the  Senator  could 
put  his  argument.  I  do  not  concede  the  facts 
which  be  puts  forth.  If  he  will  take  the  tables  of 
lands  already  sold,  he  will  find,  and  that,  too,  in  a 
report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  that  there  has  been  already  sold  in 
this  identical  tract,  land  for  which  this  Govern- 
ment gave  nothing,  to  the  amount  of  over  aeven 
mllliona  of  dollars.  About  seven  and  a  half  mil- 
lions have  already  been  received  in  that  very  dis- 
trict of  country;  and  it  is  now  objected  to  com- 
plying with  the  Indian  portion  of  this  treaty,  and 
paying  them  |500,000  for  it,  or  at  tbe  rate  of  six 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  acre. 

Then  I  do  not  think  that  in  the  statistics  which 
the  Senator  has  produced  or  can  produce,  he  can 
show  in  relation  to  these  Indians,  and  more  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  this  transaction,  that  his 
statement  is  correct,  that  the  Government  hu 
already  paid  for  this  land  more  than  it  will  re- 
ceive. Tbe  truth  is  they  paid  nothing  except  what 
they  paid  out  of  another  portion  of  hnds  belong- 
ing to  the  same  Indians,  and  situated  just  as  those 
were  which  they  did  seize  and  did  take. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  think  the  Senator  mostbavs 
misunderstood  what  1  said.  I  said  that  takingthe 
whole  amount  ceded  by  the  Creeks,  the  Unit4sd 
Slates  had  paid  more  for  it  than  they  ever  wert 
paid  in  return. 

Mr.  WALKER.  That  may  be  the  case,  and 
I  will  slate  the  reason  for  it.  Take  the  cose  of  an 
Indian  tribe,  the  Delawarea  for  instance.  They 
were  originally  situated  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Government  bought  them  out,  and  they 
were  removed  a  little  further  west,  and  you  gave 
them  a  location  there.  When  the  whites  reached 
that  you  buy  them  out,  and  remove  them  further 
west.  When  tbe  whites  reach  that  you  take  it 
and  remove  them  still  further  west,and  so  on,  step 
by  step,  until  tou  get  them  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, buying  them  out  each  time  and  paying  them 
gratuities.  It  might  turn  out  that  if  you  charged 
the  whole  of  it  to  one  purchase,  it  would  amount 
to  a  great  deal  more  than  tlie  Government  re- 
ceived; but  we  know  that  this  Is  the  character  of 
the  transactions  yearly  occurring  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Tbs  Mnator  is  mistaken. 


This  is  the  whole  amount  ever  bought  from  them, 
and  this  is  the  whole  amount  given. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  had  a  right  to  infer  that 
the  Senator  was  taking  this  view  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  towards  the  Indian  tribes,  when 
he  not  only  makes  that  assertion  aeainst  them, 
but  then  makes  the  broad  assertion  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  at  last  given  them  lands  that  are  far 
more  valuable  than  any  it  ever  did  acquire.  Who 
does  not  know  this  r  Why,  sir,  he  could  instance 
a  dozen  tribes  in  regard  to  which  the  aame  thing 
took  place,  that  after  lands  were  bought  from 
them  from  time  to  time,  they  may  at  last  be  set- 
tled on  reservations  west  of  the  Mississippi,  mors 
valuable  than  the  lands  the  Government  has  got 
from  them.  ^ 

But  when*you  propose  to  buy  them  out  agiun, 
what  would  you  (to?  If  you  have  a  reservation 
a  little  further  along,  yon  will  ^ve  it  to  them.  It 
may  be  valueless  when  you  give  it  to  them,  but 
when  the  whites  come  up  to  it,  it  will  be  more 
valuable,  perhaps,  than  what  yon  previously 
bought  from  them.  Would  this  bean  argument 
against  paying  them  for  what  you  hail  taken 
without  consideration  ?  If  so,  you  have  arrived 
at  the  period  at  which  not  a  dollar  should  ever  b« 
appropriated  to  an  Indian  tribe;  for  that  they 
have  been  a  bill  of  expense  to  the  country  everjr- 
body  knows;  that  they  have  been  of  no  use  to  it 
everybody  knows;  that  many  of  the  tribes  have 
been  a  moat  serious  detriment  and  injury  to  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  everybody  will  admit. 

But  I  am  speaking  of  doing  justice  to  this  tribe 
of  Indians  in  this  particular,  as  we  have  and 
always  have  had  our  relations  with  them,  to  pay- 
them  for  what  it  is  acknowledged  and  cannot  be 
disputed  we  did  lake  from  them  without  consider- 
ation, and  not  to  bring  up  now  a  statement  of  ac- 
counts from  the  beginning  down  to  the  present 
day,  charging  everything  to  Ihe  Indians,  and  say- 
ing it  is  well  enough  to  snatch  this  from  them;  it  is 
well  enough  to  convert  them  into  enemies  for  the 
purpose  of  robbing  them;  it  is  well  enough  to 
make  them  assume  the  position  of  hostiles  after 
they  have  been  our  allies  and  friends,  and  sign  a 
capitulation  by  which  we  deprive  them  of  their 
country.  If  it  be  a  good  argument  in  this  instance, 
it  will  be  a  good  argument  against  the  appropria- 
tion of  another  dollar  henceforth  and  forever  to  any 
tribes  with  which  we  have  had  treaty  relations. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  to  me  a  matter  of  convic- 
tion that  these  Indians  are  entitled  to  what  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  they  are  entitled  to.  My 
opinion  is  but  the  opinion  of  an  individual,  and 
one  about  as  likely  to  err  as  anybody,  and  tbs 
older  I  get  tbe  more  I  am  satisfied  of  it.  But,  nt 
the  same  time,  while  my  convictions  rest  upon 
me  they  are  generally  pretty  sincere;  and  I  am  sin- 
cerely of  the  opinion  that  the  Indians  are  entitled 
at  least  to  an  amount  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
committee  has  proposed  to  go.  If  the  Senate  think  ' 
otherwise,  be  it  so. 

Mr.  SEBASTI  AN.  I  shall  support  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin ;  but 
it  is  useless  to  go  on  lo-day.  There  is  notaqno« 
rum  in  the  Senate,  I  think,  to  enable  us  to  take  a 
vote  on  the  subject,  and  at  this  late  hour  it  would 
be  unjust  to  myself  and  to  the  Senate,  to  enter 
upon  tbe  discussion  of  it;  for  although  I  shall  not 
aay  much,  I  want  to  say  it  under  diflSerent  auspices 
from  those  by  which  I  am- surrounded  at  present. 
I  therefore  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Until  what 
day? 

Several  Sbkatoks.    To-morrow. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  want  to  ur^e  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  to  go  on  tinder  arcum- 
stances  which  are  adverse;  but  I  am  anxious  to 
have  the  bill  disposed  of  to-day. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    1  move  that  the  Senate 
atliourn. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdbsdat,  Ma)  9, 1854. 
The  Hoase  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hbhkt  Slicbb. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  Samilel  Casey,  the  Treasurer  of 
thk  United  States,  iransmittiDf  copies  of  his  ac- 
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counts  of  receipts  and  diaburaements  for  the  Post 
Office  Department,  for  the  year  ending  30lh  June, 
1853;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  oXTennessee.  I  move,  with  the 
unanimous  consent,  that  the  substitute  for  the 
Nebraska-Kansas  bill,  offered  yesurday  by  the 
cenlleman  from  Illinois,  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  hone  that  will  be 
done.  The  motion  is  one  which  1  myself  intended 
to  submit. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  make  the  motion  in  pursuance 
of  the  general  understanding  of  the  House,  yes- 
terday, when  the  reading  of  the  substitute  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no^bjection,  it 
will  be  so  ordered. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  substitute  was 
ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  JONES.  Now,  I  would  ask  that  the  Sen- 
ate bill  be  also  printed.  The  copies  which  were 
printed  have  all  been  exhausted. 

There  was  no  objection, and  it  was  so  ordered. 

BNROLLKD  BILLS. 

Mr.  GREEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  iw  correctly  enrolled  bills  of  the 
following  titles;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker: 

H.  R.  No.  134.  An  aetfor  the  relief  of  Fayette 
Mauzy  and  Robert  Q.  Ward. 

H.  R.  No.  188.  An  set  for  the  relief  of  the 
beirs  of  Anthony  Q.  Willis,  deceased. 

H.  R.  N».  367.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  William  Davis, 
late  commander  of  the  United  States  transport 
schooner  Eufala. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  a  motion  to  recommit  the  following  bill:  "A  bill 
granting  lands  equally  to  the  several  States  to  aid 
7n  the  construction  of  railroads  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools;"  and  upon  that  motion  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  Hamilton]  is  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  t  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  announced  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  entitled  to  the 
floor;  if  he  yields  for  that  purpose,  the  motion 
can  be  entertained. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  would  not,  by  any  course 
of  mine,  prevent  the  disposition  of  any  matter  by 
the  House.  I  will  therefore  yield  the  floor  to  my 
friend  from  Illinois.     . 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Then  I  submit  the 
motion  which  1  have  indicated. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Ricbard<on'< 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

NEBRASKA  BILL. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
'Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Olds  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
"  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska. " 

Mr.  INOERSOLL  obtained  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  during  his  hour  in  relation  to 
the  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States.  A  report 
of  bis  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER  said  that  the  subject  of 
organizing  a  territorial  government  for  this  Ter- 
ritory was  introduced  in  Congress  ten  years  ago. 
He  would  prefer  that  our  Oovernmentshould  pur- 
sue the  policy  heretofore  pursued  towards  other 
Territories,  but  he  was  for  the  principle  of  this 
bill,  regarding  the  main  feature  to  be  that  proviso 
which  repeals  the  Missouri  act  of  1820.  He 
claimed  for  the  South  equal  privileges  of  rights 
and  occupancy  with  other  parts  of  the  country  in 
the  Territories.  He  referred  to  the  history  of  the 
passage  of  that  law,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, said  southern  men  agreed,  acquiesced  in 
it,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  having  been  assured  that 
it  was  to  be  as  a  wall  beyond  which  aggressions 
on  southern  rights  were  not  to  extend.  If  the 
compromise  had  been  adhered  toby  the  North,  he 
should  be  the  last  man  to  disturb  it.  But  the 
North,  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  disrs- 
gnrded  it.  In  every  question  that  has  ever  been 
presented,  the  anti- slavery  men  of  the  North  have 
'repudiated  the  binding  efficacy  of  the  compromise 


of  1B90  in  the  extension  of  slavery.    He  furtlier 
advocated  the  bill  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour 
JO  which  he  was  limited  in  debate.    A  report  of 
his  speech  will  be  fuund  in  the  Appendix. 
Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER  having  concluded— 
Mr.  WALLEY  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  House  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill.    His  speech  wilt  b« 
found  in  the  Appendix. 
Mr.  LATHAM  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  KGITT.    The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts has  been  interrupted  several  times  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  and  I  trust  that  he  may  be 
allowed  to  proceed  for  ten  minutes  further. 

[Cries  of  "  Let  him  go  on ! "  "  No,  you  will 
break  the  rule!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  no  power 
to  let  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  proceed 
heyond  the  hour  allowed  him  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  hope  that  the  gejiileman  will 
be  allowed  to  proceed.  He  was  interrupted,  it 
appears  to  me,  by  the  consent  of  the  committee, 
and  by  the  consent  of  the  committee  he  ought  to 
be  allowed  ten  minutes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  no  power 
to  let  the  gentleman  proceed  without  the  consent 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  do  not  appeal  to  the  Chair, but 
to  the  committee.  1  know  that  the  Chair  has  no 
power;  but  as  the  Chair  interrupted  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  I  think  that  it  is  an  argu- 
ment with  the  committee  why  he  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed  further. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken; the  Chair  did  not  interrupt  the  gentleman 
from  MaesachusetOt 

Mr.  HUNT.  1  heard  you  say  frequently, 
"  Will  the  gentleman  give  way  to  such  and  such 
gentleman?"  That wasan interruption.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  With  the  permission 
of  the  gentlenlan  from  California,  1  will  submit  a 
suggestion.  There  are  a  great  many  gentlemen 
who  desire  to  speak  on  this  subject.    If  we  have 

an  understanding  that  we  are  to  sneak • 

Mr.  COBB,  (in  his  seat.)  To  nine  o'clock 
to-night.     [Great  Laughter.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  If  we  hold  our  session 
to  a  late  hour  to-night,  gentlemen  can  go  home 
and  get  their  dinners,  while  those  who  wish  to 
speak  can  stay  here  and  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  so.    They  will  at  all  times  have  audiences. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  shall  submit  to  no  dictation; 
and  1  trust  that  the  committee  will  go  on  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  law.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  LATHAM.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  here 
prepared,  a  speech  upon  the  claim  of 'California  to 
what  is  commonly  known  as  the  "  eivU  fund." 
I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  House  is  deeply 
anxious  to  hear  only  those  persons  who  want  to 
speak  upon  the  Nebraska  bill.  I  do  not  propose 
to  consume  at  this  time  the  attention  of  the  House 
upon  a  question  of  vital  importance  alone  to  my 
people  and  State.  I  have  frequently  read  mv 
speech  niyself,  and  am  pretty  well  satisfied  with 
it,  Mr.  Chairman,  [laughter,]  and  1  do  not  care 
about  reading  it  to  empty  seats.  [Laughter.]  I 
therefore  respectfully  ask  of  the  House  to  permit 
me  to  print  it,  and  when  printed,  I  resptctfvity  ask 
of  all  the  members,  as  I  nave  thus  obliged  them, 
to  oblige  me  by  reading  it.  [Great  laughter,  and 
cries  of  "  Agreed  !"  "That's  right !"] 
Mr.  ENGLISH  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  takea  recess  for  two  hours. 
[Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"] 
Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  modify  my  motion  so  that 
it  will  be  that  the  committee  take  a  recess  for  one 
hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  will  be  enter- 
tained. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.    I  do  not  yield  to  the  motion 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise.    I  only  yield  to 
the  motion  for  the  taking  of  •  recess  of  one  hour. 
Mr.  HUNT.    I  demand  tellers  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
Tellers  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  If  the  motion  for  a  recess  be 
put,  I  insist  on  the  right  to  submit  mine,  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  ho*  not  the  floor  to 
make  his  motion. 


Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  withdraw  my  motion  that 
the  committee  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gcntlemoli  from  In- 
diana is  still  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  ENGLISH  addressed  the  committee,  taking 
the  ground  that  under  the  Nebraska  bill,  as  it  esoe 
from  the  Senate,  slavery  can  have  no  legal  exist- 
ence in  the  Territory,  unless  a  Legislature  favors^ 
ble  thereto  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people;  second- 
ly, that  slavery  cannot  exist  there;  and  thirdly^ 
that  the  bill  is  just  to  all  sections  of  the  country, 
and  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  genius  of  our 
republican  institution*.  [His  speech  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix] 
Mr.  COX  obuiined  the 'floor. 
Mr.  WHEELER.  I  rise  to  what  I  deem  k 
privileged  question.  There  is  no  quoruaa  present, 
and,  under  the  circamslances,  can  the  comniuee 
continue  in  session  longer? 

The  CHAIRMAN,  (.Mr.  Kbitt  in  the  chair.) 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  upon  the  floor. 
Mr.  COX.    I  yieM  to  the  geotleman,  if  bis 
question  be  a  privileged  one. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decide*  thai 
the  question  is  not  aprivileged  on*. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  woaU  ask 
the  Chair,  whether  he  decides  that  it  is  ia  order  for 
the  House  to  remain,  in  session  when  no  quoniak 
is  present } 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Home  i*  now  i» 
committee,  considering  the  Nebrsska-Kanoos  bill. 
The  Chair  does  not  know  that  there  i*  no  qoonn 
present. 

M  r.  COX.    As  there  has  been  a  speech  joit 
made  on  the  side  of  the  question  which  I  desire  lO' 
advocate,  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Hew 
York,  [Mr.  Siiihons.]    I  will  follow  bim,  aod 
promise  to  do  so  to-night.    I  yield  to  the  gesde- 
man,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  eoiassillss,  with 
the  understanding  that  he  shsll  now  piuctt<,*nd 
that  I  follow  him  this  evening. 
Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 
Mr.  WASHBURN.    Doe*  the  Chair  ovtmdr 
the  point  of  order  which  I  made? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  doe*. 
Mr.  WASHBURN.    Then  I  take  on  ■pptat 
from  that  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.    There  ia  no  privileged 
question  in  committee. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    So  the  Chair  decides. 
Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object  to  the  fiuning  oat 
of  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  from  Ken- 
tncky  has  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  ftom 
New  York.  No  privileged  question  can  beenter- 
lained  in  committee,  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  now  proceed. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  claim  the  floorlo  speak  an 
hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  geMlemui  wfll  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  W  HEELER.  For  one  I  will  ncK  stay  ia 
the  House  where  such  decisions  are  made. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  want  every  momMt  ef 
my  time. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  argued  that  the  Mi*w>liriee|m- 
promise  is  a  contract,  a  binding  law,  ondwhith 
the  courts  would  be  bound  to  hold  aoioal  the 
action  of  Congress,  much  to  the  mortofcatiw  sT 
gentlemen  of  both  Houses,  unless  be  had  raatlsw 
for  thirty  years  to  no  purpose.  Helibawi*s*p*ks 
against  the  Dolicy  of  repealing  the  MisaoariacL 
Mr.  COX,  while  he  declared  that  quiet  •faMlit* 
given  to  the  country  by  the  passage  of  Ibis  bfl, 
yet  he  did  not  feel  that  his  northern  friend*  iriw 
oppose  it  are  unpatriotic.  He 'referred  to  biMn- 
cal  documents  to  show  that  the  North  ocfsr  re- 
garded the  Missouri  act  of  1830  a*  a  cOMf 
Therefore,  the  charge  of  the  South  TiolaAg  a 
compact  came  with  a  bad  grace  from  Ibc  How. 
Mr.DAVIS,of  Rhode  Island, said  that.»lWlber 
the  bill  should  pass  or  not,  the  effects  akwtJjr  pro- 
duced in  arousing  agitation  on  th*  ^u**tion  rf 
slavery  were  such  as  could  not  be  avoided.  Tke 
agitation  against  that  institution  was  not  now  coo- 
fined  to  that  doss  which  had  so  often  been  stig- 
matized at  fanatics,  but  ha<(  extended  already  t» 
men  of  business  in  the  North,  and  even  lo  the 
emigrants,  who  are  manifesting  their  natural  op- 
position to  slavery.  He  contended  that  ehivery  » 
inconsistent  with  iru*  democratic  principles,  and 
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farneatly  oppoMd  tht  rtpeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
excitement  which  this  bill  bad  produced  is  rapidly 
giving  way  to  sober  reason,  which  leads  to  right 
conclusions.  He  held  to  non-intervention  in  the 
local  afiairs  of  the  Territories,  including  slavery. 
As  to  the  Missouri  law  of  1820,  there  was  no  com- 
pact about  it.  It  was  a  mere  law,  repealable  at 
the  pleasure  of  Coogress. 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  BALL  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Will  thegentleman  yield  to 
•  motion  that  the  committee  rise? 

fCries  of  "  Nol "  "  No ! "  all  over  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  BALL.  If  the  committee  deairs  to  rise,  I 
have  no  objection. 

Mr.  LETCH  ER.    I  make  that  motion. 

fCries  of"  No!"  "  No!"  and  "  Don't  rise."] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Uis  now  eight  o'elock,and 
We  have  been  heie  long  enough. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demoad  Ullers  apoD  the 
motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail,  and 
Jones  of  Louisiana,  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  sod  the  tellers 
reported— .ayes  46,  noes  56;  no  quorum  voting. 

(Cries  of  "  Call  the  roll!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  quorum  having  voted, 
the  Clerk  will  proceed  to  call  the  roll 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  ris«  to  a 
question  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  rule  is  imperative. 
When  the  committee  finds  itself  without  a  quorum 
the  roll  must  be  called. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  coll  for  the  reading  of  the 
rule  upon  that  subject. 

The  Clerk  read  the  136th  rule,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: . 

"  WtaeMver  the  Commiuae  ofUia  Whole  ea  the  nata  of 
(be  Union,  or  ihe  Committee  of  Uie  Whole  Houae  finib 
Itielf  wlihout  a  quorum,  Ihe  Chainaui  ihall  caiue  the  roll 
to  be  called,  and  thereupon  the  committee  iball  Hue,  and 
Ihe  Cbairman  than  nspon  the  name*  oT  the  abaameea  to  the 
Boom,  which  •hall  be  eatend  on  Ihe  Journal." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Under  that  rule  the  Chair 
rales  that  the  ortler  is  peremptory,  and  the  Clerk 
will  coll  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called. 

The  committee  then  rose;  and  theSpeaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Oldi)  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
■tate  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
nnioD  generally  under  consideration,  snd  particu- 
larly the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  336)  to  organize 
the  Territories  °of  Nebraska  and  Kansu,  anii 
having  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  had  caused 
the  roll  to  be  called,  and  the  names  of  the  absent- 
ees to  be  noted,  and  had  further  directed  him  to 
report  the  facu  t«  the  House,  with  the  names  of 
the  absentees. 

The  absentees  are  as  follows: 

Mewra.  Abercromble.  Aiken,  Willia  Allen,  Applelon, 
Bankt,  Barludale,  Barry,  Benton,  Blaaell,  Blin,  Bocock, 
Biooke,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Carudien,  Caskle,  Cham- 
berlain, Chandler,  Chaee,  Cbwtain,  CbrUman,  Oharcta- 
well,  Clinipnan,  Cobb,  Cook,  Cialge,  Cullom,  Cummins, 
John  G.  Davit, Thomas  Oavit,  Dent,  be  Wiu,  Dick,  Dick 
Inmn,  Ditner,  Dunham,  Edmandi,  Edmni^enn,  J.  M.  El- 
liatt,S«>liah,  Ewinf,  Parley,  Paulkner,  Pbglar,  Pranklid, 
rullar, JSamble,  Olddinp,  Ooode,  Ooodricb,  Green,  Gray, 
Grow,  SamiluiD,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Wiley 
P.  Harria,  Haatinga,  Heodricka,  Uenn,  Hieater,  Hill,  Hill- 
yet,  Howe,  Infnaoll,  J.  Olaacy  Jonea,  Kidwell,  KIttredfe, 
Knox,  Kartz,  Lane,  Latham,  Lilly,  Lyon,  MeCsltoeh, 
McMollin,  McNair,  Mcaoecn,  Mace,  Meaeham,  John  G. 
Miller,  dmilb  Miller,  Morpn.Morriaon,  Nichola,  Noble, 
Norton,  Orr,  I'eck,  Peekham,  Pennlntton,  Powell,  Pratt, 
Pieaton,  Pringle,  Ready,  Riddle,  Divid  Riiebie.  Thonaa 
Bltcbey,  Bo^,  8aie,  Shaanoa,  Simmona,  BiBileUM, 
Oerrit  Smith,  William  E.  8mlUi,G*oiwe  W.  Smytb,  Snod- 

Sraae,  Bollera,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton, 
traub,  David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurslon,  tTpbaro, 
Walker,  Walley,  Warren,  lerael  Waabburn,  Well*,  John 
Wentwonb,  Weatbrook,  Wiue,  Headrlek  B.  Wtisbl, 
rates,  and  ZoUicoflTer. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  one  hundred 
smd  tsn  membera  (less  than  a  quorum)  had  an- 
■wered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  movs  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Upon  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  t«kea  upon  Mr.  Sagb'i 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  40, 
nays  664  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meatn.  Beleher,  Beasmi,  Bun,  Chandler,  Cor- 
wia,  Cracker,  CaUoB,  Catlini,  Dean,  tlram,  Edfeitoa, 


Edmanda,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Elliaoo,  Etheridfe,  Eveitwit, 
Fenlon,  Harriaon,  Haven,  Hillver,  Hmhea,  Hunt,  Daniel 
T.  Jnnea,  Letcher,  Macy,  Mannce,  Mtddleawarlh,  Millaon, 
Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Puryear,  Ruasoll,  Sapp, 
Seymour,  Skeltoo,  Geriit  Smith,  Strattoo,  Andrew  Stuart, 
and  Wade — 10. 

NATS— Mesne.  James  C.  Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Baitey, 
Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Ball,  Bell,  Boyce,  Breckinriitge,  Bridges, 
Brooks,  Clark.  CHngman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Conis, 
Dawson,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Florence,  Greenwood, 
Sanipsoa  W.  Harris,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Houston,  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jonea,  Roland  Jones,  Keiil,  Kerr,  Lamb, 
Lindiey,  LIndaley,  Macdonald,  McDougall,  Maxwell, 
May,  Olda,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelna, 
Pbilllpa,  Reese,  Rictaardaon,  Rubbina,  Rows,  Rumn, 
Seward,  Shaw,  Shower,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgrasa,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens, Hestor  L.  Stevens,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Q. 
Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanaaitl,  Waibridge,  Walah,  and 
Wiue— 66. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  mors  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SAOE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  8TRATT0N.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wsre  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  33,  nays  69;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Measr*.  Benson,  Bon,  Cbsadler,  Corwln, 
Crocker,  Cuiloai,  Cnltiog,  Dean,  Dick,  Dram,  Edgerton, 
Elllaon,  Etheridce,  Everbart,  Fentiin,  Harriaon,  Haven, 
Howe,  Hunt,  David  T.  Jones,  Letcher,  MIddleawarth, 
Millson,  Murray,  Norton,  Parker,  Ruaaell,  Seymour,  Ger- 
iit SmiUi,  Suratton,  Natbaaiel  G.  Taylor,  aad  Wade.— 31. 

NAYS— Heaar*.  Jamea  O.  Allen,  Aabe,  David  J.  Bailey, 
Thonaa  H.Bayly,  Ball,  Bell,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,  Bridges, 
Brooke,  Clark,  (3linxmao,Cobh,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Cralge,  Csr- 
Ua,  Dawaon,  Dowdell,  Dunham,  Eddy,  Florence,  Green- 
ivood,  Sampaou  W.  Harria,  Hen->,  Hibbard,  Honston, 
JobnaoB,  George  W.  Jonas,  Rolaad  Jonea,  KeiU,  Knrr, 
Lamb.  Liudley,  Lindaley,  Macdonald,  McOnugall,  Max- 
well, May,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  John  Perkins, 
Phelpa,  Pliillipa,  Preaton,  Reese,  Richardaon,  Robbiiu, 
Rowe,  KuSn,  Bapp,  Seward,  Shaw,  Shower,  Samuel  A. 
Smitb,  William  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgrasa, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Jobn  J.  Teylor,  Tweed,  Vail, 
Vanaant,  Waibridge,  Walab,  Warren,  Tappao  Wentwonb, 
aad  Witte— 69. 

So  the  House  refused  to  luljoum. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  ask  the  House  to  allow  me  to 
make  a  single  statement.  As  there  seems  to  be 
some  difficulty  about  adjourning,  I  would  much 
prefer  going  on  with  my  speech,  if  the  House  will 
again  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  move,  then,  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  moUon  is  not  in  order 
while  there  is  no  quorum  present.  The  Chair 
knows  of  no  way  by  which  the  Hoiue  can  accom- 
plish its  object  without  a  quorum  being  present. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Hov  many  memben  an- 
swered to  their  names  upon  the  vote  to  adjourn? 

The  SPEAKER.    One  hundred  and  one. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  hope  the  Chair  will 
ascertain  whether  there  is  a  quorum  in  the  House; 
and  then  we  shall  know  whether  the  motion  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  con  be  submitted 
or  not. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  count  the 
House,  and  announced  that  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen members  (leas  than  a  quorum)  were  present. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  must  then  insist  upon 
my  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Have  the  yeoa  and 
nays  been  onlered  i 

The  SPEAKER.  They  have,  and  the  Houss 
must  vote  upon  the  motion  by  yeas  and  nays, 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  withdraws  the 
motion. 

Thequeetion  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  34;  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Mesert.  James  C.  Allen,  Aabe,  David  J.  Bailey, 
Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Ball,  Bell,  Bovce,  Breckinridge, 
Bridges,  Brooke,  Carpenter,  Clark,  Cllngman,  Cobb,  Col- 
quitt, Craige,  Cintia,  Dawaon,  Dean,  Dinnbar,  Eddy,  Ed- 
gerton, Edmanda,  Tbomaa  O.  Blioi,  Elliaon,  Ethertdge,. 
Florence,  Greenwood,  Henn,  Hibbard,  HUlyer,  Houaton, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Jobnaon,  Roland  Jonea,  Keill,  Kerr,  Lamb, 
Lauiaro,  Lindiey,  Macdonald,  McDoitgall,  Macy,  Matte- 
•on.  Maxwell,  May,  Mayall,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Pack- 
er, Jobn  Perklna,  Phelpa,  Pbillips,  Preston,  Reeae,  Rich- 
ardson, Eobbins,  Rowe,  Rnflin,  Sapp,  Seward,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  George  W. 
Smith,  Alexander  R.  8u>phen*,  Hestor  L.  Stevens,  John 
J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanaaat,  Walhridse,  Walsb, 
Warren,  Teppaa  Wentwonb,  aad  Witte— 7t«. 


NATS — Haaer*.  Benson,  Bon,  Ctaaodler,  Corwln,  Cul  • 
lom,Cutting,Dick,  Drum,  Fenlon,  Harrison,  Haven,  Rowe, 
Daniel  T.  Jonea,  George  W.  Jonea,  Letcher,  Lindaley, 
Manitce, Middleswarth,Millson,  Murray.Nnrton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Puryear,  Ruaaell,  Sage,U*rrii  Smith,  tiiral- 
ton,  Andrew  Stuart,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  ITpham, 
Wade,  and  Ellihu  B.  Washburne— 34. 

So  the  House  ordered  (bat  there  should  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  move  (hat  all  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  quorum  present, 
lacking  one. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  The  genUeman  from  Ohio 
desires  to  proceed  with  his  remarks  this  evening. 
At  their  conclusion  we  can  adjourn. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  coll  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

[Cries  of  "  No !"  "  Withdraw  (he  mo(ion  ?"] 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  shall  not  withdraw  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cdllom's 
motion ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  all  further  proceedings  in  (he  call  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  (he 
s(a(e  of  the  Union.  / 

The  SPEAKER.  On  (he  vote  on  (he  Ia8( 
motion  (here  wan(ed  (wo  of  a  quorum.  The 
Chair  will,  however,  ascertain  if  there  is  a  quorum 
now  present. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  What  has  become 
of  the  motion  to  adjourn? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asks  pardon. 
The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Wrbclck,]  that  (be  House  do  now  adjourn, 
IS  pending. 

The  ques(ion  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Wrbeler's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  (he  House  refused  to  adjoOrn. 

The  SPEAKER  (hen  proceeded  (o  count  (ha 
House;  and  apnounced  (hat  (here  were  138  mem- 
bera in  (heir  seats. 

A  (raorum  being  now  presen(,  (he  Committee 
of  the  wThole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  resumed 
its  session,  (Mr.  Ouis  in  the  chair.) 

TheCHAIRMAN.  When theeommittee found 
iuelf  wi(hou(  a  quorum,  a  moUon  was  pending 
(hat  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  withdraw  tha(  motion. 

Mr.  BALL.  Mr.  Chairman,  (here  seems  (o  be 
verv  little  disposition  in  (he  commi((ee  (o  hear  me, 
anil  i(  is  suggested  (hat  I  had  better  print  my 
remarks. 

rCries  of"  Oh,  no !"  and  •'  Go  on !"] 

Mr.  BALL.  Well,  ^ill  proceed.  I  regret 
exceedingly  (hat  the  comoiiitee  was  detained  by 
the  motion  of  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Lktches,]  that  the  committee  should  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  adjourning. 

Mr.  B.  sail!  he  was  uncompromisingly  opposed 
to  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  proposed  to  ope- 
rate as  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  of 
1680.  He  considered  it  a  great  wrong  and  out- 
rage to  be  perpetrated  on  the  people  of  the  North, 
and  OS  (hreotening  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
whole  country,  ^is  speech  will  be  found  in  lh« 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  obtained  (he  floor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON:  If  my  friend  from  Vir> 
ginia  will  yield  me  (he  floor,  1  will  move  (hat  (he 
commi((ee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  yield  for  (ha(  purpose. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Then  I  submK  (he 
mo(ion  to  rise. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  W1II  (he  gen- 
Ueman allow  me  a  few  momente  before  (he  com- 
mittee rises? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  will  do  so,  if  it  does  not  coma 
out  of  my  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  can  make  no 
such  arrangsment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Let  it  be  the  under- 
standing of  the  House  that  it  shall  not  corns  out 
of  my  colleague's  time. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1  will  yield  the  floor  with  pleas- 
ure to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  now,  if  I  can 
have  my  full  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  can  have 
his  Cull  hour  in  the  morning,  t  do  not  want  to  de- 
tain the  committee  many  minutes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  By  unanimous  consent 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  can  proceed. 
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Mr.  DICK.    I  object. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  merely  wish  to  my 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  eentleman  from 
,  Georgia  cannot  proceed,  since  objection  is  made. 

The  question  was  then  lalten  on  Mr.  Rich- 
AKDaoN't  motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rosejand  theSpeaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Olds)  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  (he  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  gener- 
ally under  consideration,  and  particularly  House 
bill  (No.  236)  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
•djoum. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to; 

And  thereirpon  (at  five  minutes  past  ten  o'clock, 
p.  m.)  (he  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbdmbsdat,  Man  lOf  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Sliccr. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tmpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
communicating  information,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  dock, 
basip,  and  railway  at  Pensacola;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed, 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttmjmrt  presented  the 
petition  of  James  T.  V.  Thompson,  of  Missouri, 
praying  indemnity  for  losses  .sustained  on  his 
contracts  with  officers  of  the  United  Stales  Army; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  ask  leave  to  present  joint 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Califor- 
nia, relative  to  the  lands  donated  to  that  State  by 
the  Qsneral  Government.  I  ask  that  these  reso- 
lutions be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  and  1  may  be  allowed-to  invite  the  special 
attention  of  that  committee  to  the  subject.  They 
will  see  at  once,  from  an  examination  of  the  ques- 
tion, that  some  legislation  ia^necessary  in  order  to 
protect  the  common  school  fund  of  that  State. 
Whether  the  legislation  proposed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  California  will  be  a  correct  remedy  for 
that,  1  do  not  know;  but  I  trust  the  committee  will 
properly  investigate  that  point.  1  profess  no  opin- 
ion on  the  subject. 

The  resolutions  weiyeferred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  Vrdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law 
("or  the  establishment  of  certain  post  routes  in  that 
State;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  A  LLEN  presented  a  petition  ofinhabitanta 
of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  reduction 
of  ocean  postage  to  two  cents  for  a  single  letter; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Herron  and  others,  praying  a  grant  of  the  right 
of  way  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States  for 
the  construction  of  a  plank  or  railroad  from  some 
point  on  the  Perdido  river  to  the  bay  of  Pensa- 
cola,  in  the  State  of  Florida;  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  M.  Woolverton,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion of  his  title  to  land  in  the  Ouachita  land  dis- 
trict in  Louisiana;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
professing  the  Jewish  religion,  praying  that  meas- 
ures may  be  taken  to  secure  to  American  citizens 
of  every  reli{[ious  creed,  residing  or  traveling 
abroad,  their  civil  and  religious  rights;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

■Mr.  N0RRI8  presented  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings,  communicating 
tnformation  of  the  destruction  of  a  portion  of  the 
Long  Bridge,  by  fire,  on  the  8th  of  May ,  and  asking 
an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  same;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


Mr.  SLI  DELL  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  parish  of  Morehouse,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, remonstrating  againat  any  legislation,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  that  will  interfere  with  the 
preSmpiion  rights  of  the  settlers  on  the  Bsstrop 
grant,  in  that  Stale;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
R.  McKee,  late  of  Kentucky,  now  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  The  petitioner  states  that  he  is 
the  holder,  by  purchase,  of  a  certificate  of  lands, 
issued  by  John  T.  Mason,  on  behalf  of  the 
Governor  of  Texia  and  Coahuila,  dated  31st  June, 
1^34,  amounting  to  about  forty-eight  thousand 
acres;  and  also  the  holder,  by  transfer,  of  a  similar 
certificate  for  the  same  amount  of  land,  which 
lands,  having  been  conveyed  by  Samuel  Swart- 
wout  ta  William  Young,  President  of  the  Mount 
Savage  Iron  and  Coal  Company,  in  trust  fo^  the 
use  snd  benefit  of  the  United  States,  were  sold  by 
order  ofthe  Solicitor  of  theTressury  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States.  The  petitioner  alleges,  that 
at  the  time  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  adver- 
tised said  certificates  for  sale,  it  was  not  stated,  as 
was  done  after  the  purchase,  that  said  certificates 
were  in  the  hands  of  General  Rusk,ofTexas,  who 
states,  in  writing,  that  the  same  are  not  in  his 
hands,  but  were  delivered  by  him  to  General  John 
T.  Mason  before  his  death.  The  petitioner  fur- 
ther states  that  he  has  called  opon  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  for  them,  but  he  is  unable  to  give 
any  information  relative  thereto,  alleging  that  the 
same  have  never  been  on  file  in  his  oflice.  The 
petitioner  therefore  prays  that  Congress  will  pass 
an  act  authorizing  him  to  locate  copies  of  said 
urginal  certificates  on  the  lands  acquired  from 
Texiu  by  virtue  ofthe  compromise  act  with  said 
State,  as  the  said  lands,  on  the  emanation  of 
said  certificates,  were  subject  to  entry  by  them. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

BEP0RT8  FROM  STARDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MORTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
Maryland  Stale  Agricultural  Society,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  national  agricultural  school  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  submitted  a  report  there- 
on; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  PatenU 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Shly, 
prayingthe  extension  of  a  patent  granted  to  him 
on  the  S7th  of  October,  1836,  for  an  improvement 
in  the  machine  for  picking  or  breaking  wool,  and 
ginned  or  seedless  cotton,  submittM  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to  extend  a  patent  hereto- 
fore granted  to  John  Shly,  of  the  State  of  Georgia; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Comthittee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Captain  Charles  G.  Merchant,of  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  in 
the  commissary  department,  on  just  and  equita- 
ble principles,  submitted  a  rejxirt,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read ,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  B.  E>istland, 
praying  that  he  may  be  credited  with  an  amount 
disallowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  as 

auartermaster  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico;  and 
lat  he  may  be  compensated  for  services  performed 
which  were  not  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  MORTON,  fh>m  t'he  CommiUee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  W.  Kelly,  praying  indemni- 
fication for  loss  sustained  in  consequence  of  the 
abrogation  of  a  contract  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, for  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  submit- 
ted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  documents  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  John  Makin,  a  pilot,  to 
salvage  or  compensation  for  relieving  the  United 
States  frigate  Saranac,  when  in  distress  off  the  har- 
bor of  Savannah,  Georgia,  suhmiued  an  adverse 
report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  on  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  reserved  township  in  Gibson 
county,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  "approved  Au^st 
II,  1842;  which  waa  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public;  Lands. 

THE  GUANO  TRADE. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
resolutions  of  the  Lcgislata're  of  Maryland  rela- 
tive to  gaano,  to  make  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied by  the  following  resolution: 

RmolMi,  That  the  Commliiee  oa  Agrlealiara  be  dto- 
eharaed  mm  the  fkinhereaiwIdenMion  nf  the  molDtiom  oT 
tiM  General  AiMmMjr  of  Maryland,  to  relalioa  to  the  «sie 
of  guano  In  that  and  oiber  State*  at  Ibe  Union :  and  Ibal 
the  laaie  be  tnnuaiued  to  Ibe  PmideM  of  the  UaHed 
States. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  to  have 
the  resolution  considered  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  its  eonsideratiott. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  ask  for  the  reeding  of  ih* 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Agricuhure. 

The  report  waa  accordingly  Vead;  from  which 
it  appears  that,  while  the  committee  admit  the 
-great  importance  of  guano  as  a  fertilizing  ageat  to 
the  agricultural  interests  ofthe  cosntry,  and  agree 
as  to  the  policy  of  doing  away  with  all  monopoly 
in  ita  sale,  yet,  as  it  is  an  article  owned  exclit* 
sively  by  the  Government  of  Peru,  Congress  can 
afford  no  relief  in  the  premises.  The  resolution* 
contemplate  the  action  of  the  General  Government 
by  treaty,  with  that  of  Peru,  and  aa  the  treaty- 
making  power  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  the  committee  recommend  that  the 
resolutions  committed  to  then  be  referred  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  take  such  steps 
aa  be  may  deem  advisable,  towards  aceompUshiDg 
the  wishes  and  views  ofthe  Oettcral  Asacmbly  of 
Maryland. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  state  now,  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  which  is  a  very  interesting  one  to  the 
agriculturiats  ofthe  United  States,  that  the  Exec- 
utive Department  has  heretofore  exerted  itaeif  to 
procure  a  treaty  with  Peru,  placing  our  trade  ia 
guano,  and  in  other  respects,  on  the  footing  ofthe 
most  favored  nations.  While  I  was  in  the  State 
Department,  I  made  efforts  to  have  such  a  treaty 
concluded;  and,  after  a  very  long  negotiation  wiin 
the  Peruvian  Minister  here,  Mr.  Tirado,  we  did, 
at  last,  succeed  in  making  a  treaty,  which  I  liopctl 
would  have  accomplished  the  object  which  these 
petitioners  have  in  view.  That  treaty  was  sent  to 
the  Senate,  and  confirmed,  I  believe,  without  any 
opposition.  It  waa  then  transmitted  to  the  Peru- 
vian Government;  but,  under  the  influence,  aa.  I 
believe,  of  the  British  capitaliats,  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  guano  of  the  Cbincha  lalanda,  the 
treaty  was  defeated.  The  Government  of  Peru 
refused  to  confirm  it,  and  indeed  the  aathoritiea 
there  became  so  much  incensed  that  they  recalled 
Mr.  Tirado,  and  sent  a  successor  to  fill  his  placa 
here. 

i  think  the  facta  in  regard  to  the  subject  may 
be  briefly  and  correctly  stated  thus:  When  Pern 
achieved  her  independence,  she  did  it  by  the  aid 
of  British  capitalists,  who  loaiM  her  some  twenty 
millions.  That  became  her  revolutionarj  debt. 
To  secure  that  debt,  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  solicitation  of  these  capitalists, 
made  a  treaty  with  Peru,  by  which  ther  were  to 
have  one  half  the  net  proceeds  of  the  Penivian 

foano  sold  by  them  under  the  authority  of  the 
'eruvian  Government,  both  to  British  and  to 
American  purchasers.  Well,  sir,  the  understand- 
ing and  bargain,  as  I  understood  it  myself,  was, 
that  these  capitalists  were  to  employ  the  shipping 
to  transmit  the  guano  to  market;  and  they  wer« 
to  be  allowed,  on  settlement  with  Peru,  uir  net 
proceeda  of  freights,  insurajice,  and  commis- 
sions. Thus  they  acquired  the  exclusive  carrying; 
trade,  to  a  very  greatjextent  at  least,  in  this  arti- 
cle. You  will  perceive,  from  the  statement  which 
I  have  made,  sir,  how  deeply  these  capitalists  are 
interested.  I  have  not -yet  teamed  that  that  debt 
hasbeenpaid.    If  they  can  retain  the  power  whieh 
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they  originaUf  had  over  the  aobjeet,  doubtless 
they  would  be  willing  to  advance  the  price  as  long 
at  the  Government  of  Peru  ehall  choose  to  ask  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  is 
perfectly  right  in  saying  that  Congress  can  do 
nothing.  The  whole  matter  is  properly  referable, 
as  the  report  proposes  to  refer  it,  to  the  Executive 
Depaitment.  I  ao  not  know  what  the  Executive 
contemplates,  but  f  do  suppose  that  until  the  in- 
fluence of  these  capitalists  can  be  in  some  way 
subverted  or  controlled,  we  shall  never  be  able  to 
participate  in  the  guano  carrying  trade. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

AGRICULTURAL   SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  PRATT.  There  was  a  report,  to-which 
my  attention  was  not  called  st  the  time,  made  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Mor- 
ton,] from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  in  re- 
lation to  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural 
school.  The  report  was  made  on  petitions  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  present  from  agricultural  socie- 
ties in  the  United  States,  as  well  that  of  Maryland 
•s  of  other  States,  ssking  for  the  establishment  of 
such  a  school. 

My  object  is  to  ask  that  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate be  given  to  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  that  report.  It  is  an  important  subject;  ai>d 
though  I  suppose  there  will  hardly  be  anything 
done  this  session  of  Congress  on  it,  it  is  right 
that  public  attention  should  be  called  to  it.  Every 
one  will  observe  that  all  the  great  national  sources 
of  industry  have  received  the  attention  of  this 
Government  except  that  of  agriculture.  We  have 
appropriated  millions  towards  the  interests  of 
commerce,  and  towards  every  other  of  the  great 
industrial  interests  of  the  country,  while  nothing 
has  been  done  for  the  assistance  of  agriculture. 
My  desire  is  to  have  two  thousfuid  extra  copies 
of  the  report  printed,  so  that  the  subject  may  go 
to  the  public.  I  have  read  the  report;  it  is  very 
•biy  made;  and  I  am  sure  that  it  would  be  ofgrrat 
interest  to  the  agricultural  people  of  the  United 
States.  Therefore,  I  submit  the  motion  that  two 
thousand  extra  copirs  of  it  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  will  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  snppose.it  can  be  considered  by 
unanimous  consent? 

The  motion  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
cent, and  agreed  to. 
PATENT  OPFICX  AGRICULTURAL  REPORT. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  following  order  stands 
first  on  the  order  of  business,  if  thtre  are  no  fur- 
ther reports  or  resolutions  to  be  presented: 

OritTti,  That  there  he  printed,  fbr  the  uae  of  the  Senate, 
dilrty-Kven  IhonMiul  dve  hnodrrd  artdiUeiial  coptee  of 
the  ssriculluni  portion  of  the  Pairnt  Gfllce  report.  Willi  the 
plsie*  saconpsnyiBg  the  •ame,  two  Uiouund  Ave  hundred 
of  which  •bell  be  for  the  oie  of  the  Patent  Offlce. 

M  r.  H  UNTER.  Does  not  that  go  to  the  Com- 
Saittee  on  Printitie? 

The  PRESI  D^T.  It  has  been  reported  from 
that  committee. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  hope  it  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  it  will  be  passed  over. 
I  believe  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has  some 
objection  to  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  resolution  will  go  over. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  that  resolution  will  be 
considered  now.  There  may  be  some  reason, 
but  I  do  not  really  see  why  we  ought  not  to  take 
it  up  at  this  time.  At  the  lost  Congress,  I  do  not 
know  how  it  was  with  other  gentlemen,  but  4 
raffered  great  inconvenience  from  the  fact  tha't  no 
printing  of  these  documents  took  plaee  luitil  after 
the  adjournment  of  Congress.  The  whole  Con- 
gress was  spent  in  determining  who  should  be 
printer,  and  the  result  was  that  the  document  was 
not  printed  until  the  vacation.  It  works  a  great 
Inconvenience,  and,  besides,  a  very  great  addi- 
tional expense  to  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
of  the  country.  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  now. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia moves  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  until  to-morrow. 
'  Mr.  OWIN.  I  hopeit  will  be  considered  now. 
The  question  is,  whether  we  are  to  have  the  agri- 
cultural portion  of  the  report. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is  on 
•greeing  lo  the  rssolutian. 


Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  desire  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution.  It  is  lo  add  an 
additional  number  of  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Patent  Office.  That  office  requires  a  greater  num- 
ber; and  I  therefore  move  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  increasing  the  number  to  be  given  to  the  Patent 
Office,  twenly-ilve  hundred. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  resolution  now  proposes  to 
give  twenty- five  hundred. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  move 
to  amend  by  giving  twenty-five  hundred  more. 

Mr.  RU&K.  i  would  inquire  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Alabama,  if  that  is  offered  at  the 
request  of  the  Patent  Office? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Certainly;  the  object 
is  to  allow  that  office  a  sufficient  number  for  their 
use. 

Mr.  TOOM  BS.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  waste  the  public 
money  by  printing  this  document  stall.  It  is  an 
unnecessary  expense,  which  is  of  advantage  to  no 
one.  It  is  simply  a  compilation  from  agricultural 
newspapers,  and  we  are  ruining  the  country  by 
unnecessary  expense.  My  opinion  is,  that  not 
one  copy  of  it  ought  to  be  printed.  This  system 
of  printing  has  gut  to  be  a  very  important  branch 
of  the  Government.  '  We  go  on  printing  the  mis- 
erable stuff  that  is  reportetf  to  us  from  the  Patent 
Office;  and  the  printing  now  costs  as  much  as 
the  judicial  department  of  the  Government,  and 
almost  as  much  as  the  legislative.  It  ought  to  be 
stopped.  It  is  a  book  which  nobody  wants.  As 
to  mine,  I  am  willing  to  give  them  away  when- 
ever they  msy  be  called  for. 

Mr.  RUSK,  and  others.    I  will  lake  them. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  This  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing;  snd  I  have 
offered  this  amendment  at  the  desire  of  the  Patent 
Office.  That  office  really  wants  a  much  larger 
number  than  the  committee  propose  to  allow. 
The  head  of  the  Department  set  forth  in  acommu- 
niration  to  us,  various  reasons  why  they  should 
have  a  larger  number  than  the  amount  which  1 

rropose  to  allow,  for  the  purpose  of  distribution, 
have,  however,  been  instructed  by  the  committee 
to  offer  the  amendment  which  I  now  submit. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  as  it  is  the  settled  policy  of 
the  Government  to  publish  works  of  this  kind,  it 
is  but  on  act  of  justice  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  to  allow  him  the  number  that  he  deems 
necessary  for  distribution  throughout  thecountry. 
The  Commissioner  of  Patents  asked  for  a  greater 
number  of  copies,  but  we  thought  twenty-five 
hundred  would  be  amply  sufficient.  I  trust  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  agreed  to,  and  that  we  will  give  the  additional 
number  to  the  Patent  Office.  I  have  heard  a 
former  Commissioner  of  Patents  complain  of  the 
limited  number  which  he  had;  and  he  addressed 
to  me  a  communication,  in  which  he  represented 
that  the  desire  of  the  Patent  Office  was  to  bring 
iiself  into  connection  and  communication  with  as 
many  of  the  agriculturists  of  the  country  as  possi- 
ble; that  he  derived  very  great  facilities  from  this 
work;  that  he  desirsd  to  extend  that  intercourse 
with  the  agriculturists,  and  that  the  limited  num- 
ber of  Patent  Office  reports  which  were  given  to 
him ,  did  not  enable  him  to  do  so  to  the  extent  he 
desired. 

Upon  one  occasion  when  he  desired  more,  1 
know  not  to  how  many  Senators  application  was 
made,  but  he  made  application  to  me  for  the  loan 
of  a  portion  of  mine.  I  made  him  the  loan  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  copies;  and  1  re- 
gret to  say  that  that  was  the  last  I  ever  saw  of 
them.  It  was  not  the  present,  but  a  former  Com- 
missioner. I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that 
he  made  as  good  a  use  of  them  as  I  could  have 
done;  but  I  can  very  well  see  how  it  would  ad- 
vance the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country  for 
that  Bureau  to  be  brought  into  intercourse  with  as 
many  agriculturists  of  the  country  as  possible 
through  the  distribution  of  this  report. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  am  decidedly  for  printing, 
and  for  printing  a  large  number  of  this  document, 
and  for  disseminating  it  among  the  agricultural 
community.  I  represent,  in  part,  an  agricultural 
district  of  the  country,  and  1  know,  through  com- 
munications with  farmers  of  my  State,  that  they 
lake  more  interest  in  this  Patent  Office  report  than 
in  all  the  other  documents  published  together,  and 
that  Ihey  would  feel  more  steeply  now  the  depri- 
vation of  the  report  with  which  yon  have  here- 


tofore supplied  them,  than  the  deprivation  of  any 
other  document  which  you  publish. 

Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  now — it  would  not  be 
proper — to  go  into  a  dissertation  on  the  advant- 
ages which  on  ogriculturisi  may  derive  from 
reading  this  report.  Among  these  advantages, 
however,  this  is  apparent:  They  see  communi- 
cations made  by  farmers  from  all  portions  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
published  for  their  information.  They  are  enabled 
to  compare  them  with  their  own  observations, 
and  they  communicate  in  return  their  information 
to  others.  I  shall  vote  with  great  pleasure  for  the 
printing  of  the  highest  number,  believing  that  there 
IS  not  a  single  document  here  which  does  as  much 
real  practiud  good  as  this  very  Patent  Office  re- 
port. ^ 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  trust  we 
shall  print  a  large  number  of  this  report.  I  am 
very  well  convinced  that  there  is  no  document  sent 
to  my  State,  which  has  done  more  good  than  the 
one  in  question,  I  am  not  surprised^at  my  frientl 
from  Georgia  speaking  on  the  subject  as  he  does. 
The  State  of  Georgia,  I  believe,  has  carried  on 
agriculture  to  such  a  perfection  that  no  new  lights 
can  be  thrown  by  the  Patent  Office  reports  on 
them.  [Laughter.]  But  Florida,  sir,  which  com- 
bines all  the  agricultural  products  of  the  country, 
fine  crops  of  sugar,  of  cotton,  of  lumber,  of  rice, 
and  thousands  of  other  things,  whiclf  I  cannot 
enumerate  here,  sees  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  a  document  of  this  character;  and  with  all  that 
I  get  legitimately,  and  all  that  I  can  buy,  beg, 
borrow,  or  have  stolen  for  me,  [laughter,]  I  can- 
not send  off  enough  of  these  documents  for  the 
use  of  my  State. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  have  no  objection  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
though  the  amount  proposed  is  very  considerable; 
but  I  rise  more  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the 
benefit  of  the  offer  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  than  anything  else.  1  shall  claim,  under 
the  offer  which  he  has  made,  being  the  first  chiim- 
ant  on  the  floor,  his  pro  rala  share  of  this  branch 
of  the  Patent  Office  report.  The  Senator  then 
must  say,  of  course,  that  I  am  entitled  to  them. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  think,  in  making  the  or- 
der, we  should  direct  who  is  to  print  whatever  we 
may  order.  There  is  some  difficulty  as  to  whether 
the  two  parts  of  the  Patent  Office  report  are  em- 
braced  in  one  order  /or  printing.  The  Senate 
originally  ordered  the  printing  of  the  first  part,  as 
I  understand.  I  think,  therefore,  it  would  be 
better  to  amend  the  resolution  in  such  a  way  as 
to  give  the  Senate  printer  the  printing  of  this 
branch  of  the  Patent  Office  report. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  PrdWent,  I  suppose  if  we 
continue  this  practice  of  printing  books  for  distri- 
bution, it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  stop  it  at  this 
point;  but  I  really  think  some  honorable  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  ought  to  give  some  explanation 
of  their  views  to  satisfy  gentlemen  who  have 
doubts  on  the  subject  as  to  the  power  given  by 
the  Constitution  to  appropriate  money  for  the 
purpose  of  printing  works  for  the  agricultural 
interesw  or  any  other.  1  am  utterly  surprised 
to  see  certain  gentlemen  sit  quietly,  and  silently 
listening  to  this  proposition  for  printing  this  work, 
and  not  raising  their  voices  against  it. 

Of  course  I  shall  notpursue  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  any  further;  but  I  think  it  is  due  to 
the  body  that  Senators  should  at  this  epoch  in  the 
Government,  when  we  have  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  back  the  practice  of  it  to  strict  constitu- 
tional principles,  to  explain  lo  us  how,  under  the 
powers  given  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  we  can 
make  an  appropriation  for  this  object. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  take  it  for  granted,  firom  the 
line  of  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  that  it  is  a  reflection  on  the  opinions 
of  those  who-  have  different  views  from  him  on  the 
subject  to  which  he  alludes.  Now,  sir,  I  have 
never  yet  heard  that  it  is  denied  that  there  can  be 
no  implied  powers  whatever,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, The  great  difficulty  connecUd  With  the  Ques- 
tion of  construction — and  it  was  raised  early  in 
the  history  of  the  Government  in  reference  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  subject  was 
then  exhausted  on  both  sides,  as  any  gentleman 
will  see  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  it^ 
is  as  to  the  extent  oT  the  implication .  The  powers 
(hat  are  necessary  and  proper  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  functions  of  the  Government,  and  to  carry 
out  those  purposes  for  virhich  this  Goveyiiaent 
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wem  organised ,  are  properly  impliabl*  under  che 
terms  of  the  Con*ntation-,  but  the  queation  is, 
what  are  those  powers  so  implied  and  necessary  ? 
In  the  application  of  the  rale,  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  aggrandize  %e  Federal  CSovernment  at 
the  expense  of  the  powers  of  the  Scales,  extend 
them;  those  who  are  unwilling  to  extend  those 
powers,  and  think  that  the  safety  of  the  Union 
rests  apon  the  limitation  of  the  power  to  the  ut- 
most extent  that  it  can  be,  consistently  with  the 
objects  for  which  the  General  QoTcmment  is 
organised,  restrict  them. 

I  think,  therefore,  it  was  hardly  worth  while, 
on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, to  bring  that  question  into  the  discussion  on 
this  subject — which  is  really  one  of  very  tittle  mo- 
ment— to  operate  in  referenc^^o  other  questions 
which  are  to  come  before  the  body. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  Senator  will  excuse  me. 
Really,  I  did  not  mean  to  throw  any  embarrass- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  Senator.  1  beg  his  pardon. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  i  assure  the  Senator  that  it  is 
not  embarrassing  me.  There  will  be  no  difficulty 
whatever;  I  can  answer  for  my  own  opinions.  I 
am  aware  that  in  the  application  of  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  to  any  particular  ease  that 
may  come  before  me,  whether  thoac  of  implica- 
tion or  not,  I  may  err;  but  I  should  never  hesitate 
to  express  my  opinion  in  this  case  or  any  other. 
In  this  particular  case,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the 
organization  of  this  body,  fVom  the  organization 
of  the  Government,  the  power  is  implied,  and, 
indeed,  may  be  educed  by  strict  analogy  from  the 
settled  practice  of  the  Government,  which  has 
been  without  question  or  opposition.  Such  acon- 
sideration  would  there  .have  its  weight,  and 
especially  is  it  so  when  it  does  not  arise  from 
single  precedents,  but  from  an^unquestioned  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  The  honorable  Senator  fi«m 
Indiana  addressed  a  remark  tnme,  to  which  I  will 
reply.  I  should  be  very  gtatkto  get  him  to  aid 
me  in  putting  a  slop  to  this  unnecessary  and  ab- 
surd expenditure.  I  olTered  to  give  my  Patent 
Office  reports  to  any  body  who  wanted  them,  but 
I  shall  not  give  them  to  him  or  any  other  Senator 
to  aid  in  a  profligate  and  useless  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  as  I  consider  it. 

Now,  upon  the  question  of  power  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  has  referred,  I  deny  it.  I 
say  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  to  be 
spreading  information,  as  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware says,  among  the  people  in  regard  to  their 
business.  In  the  first  place,  these  bodies  are  very 
incompetent  to  do  thtft.^^lf  I  wanted  to  know  how 
to  manage  an  agricull^il  interest,  I  should  not 
come  to  the  Senate  to  learn  how  to  raise  cotton  or 
any  other  product,     I  should  go  somewhere  else. 

As  to  people  wanting  them,  i  suppose  that  they 
want  any  other  valuable  book ;  and ,  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, why  not  print  valuable  books  ?  And,  indeed, 
there  are  others  of  much  greater  value  to  the  morals 
and  religion  of  the  people.  Why  not  print  the  New 
Testament  for  them  ?  It  relates  to  a  subject  which 
is  as  far  above  the  material  interests  of  society  as 
the  things  of  eternity  tire  greater  than  those  of 
time.  Why  not  print  the  Bible,  and  other  val- 
uable works  upon  the  subject  of  morality  and 
religion. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  ex- 
hausted, in  myjudgment,  its  clear  and  legitimate 
powers,  when  it  has  printed  such  documents  as 
are  necessary  to  inform  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, to  enable  them  to  proceed  properly  in  the 
public  business;  and  they  get  the  power  to  go  fur- 
ther nowhere  else  than  from  a  latitudinarian  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  I  know  that  the 
argument  for  the  printing  of  this  Patent  Office  re- 
port, is  put  on  the  ground  that  it  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  farmers ;  that  it  benefits  them.  This  is  told 
to  them  while  we  are  putting  on  them  the  expense 
of  printing  it.  As  to  the  relative  products  of  our 
younger  sister,  Florida,  and  Georgia,  I  have  not 
a  word  to  say.  Georgia  speaks  for  herself;  she 
needs  no  compliments  from  me;  there  she  stands, 
and  when  the  Senator  from  Florida  speaks  of  the 

Production  of  the  States,  and  the  benefit  to  them 
owing  from  this,  1  think  that  my  honorable  friend 
from  North  Carolina  would  find  the  means  in  his 
State  of  doing  more  good  than  has  resulted  from 
all  the  Patent  Office  reports  which  have  been  printed 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government  until  now. 
-    But,  sir,  the  position  of  the  Senator  firom  Dela- 


ware [Mr.  Clatton]  is  fiindamentally  wrong. 
If  we  had  the  power,  it  would  be  wrong  to  exer- 
cise it.  It  does  not  effect  the  object;  and  I  repeat, 
it  is  not  within  tlie  legitimate  power<of  this  Gov- 
ernment, nor  is  it  competent  for  us  to  attempt  to 
instroct  the  people  upon  their  own  business. 
Where  do  you  gel  the  power  to  do  it?  By  what 
authority?  Is  it  in  the  Constitution,  though  I 
believe  nobody  goes  there  now?  it  is  even  rid- 
iculed by  my  friend  from  Tennessee.  But  the 
reason  given  for  the  printing  of  these  agricultural 
reports,  and  spreading  them  among  the  people  is, 
that  the  agriculturists  are  a  large  class  of  people 
and  therefore  this  is  for  their  benefit.  But,  sir, 
this  printing  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  now  to  three  or  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  is  more  for  che  benefit  of  the 
printers  than  the'fnrmers. 

One  half  of  these  reports,  which  are  printed  by 
the  two  Houses,  are  never  read  by  any  body. 
They  are  found  everywhere  scattered  all  over  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  people  who  are  real  agri- 
culturists know  too  much  about  (arming  to  look 
upon  them  with  anything  but  contempt.  It  is 
those  who  know  least  about  the  subject  that  gen- 
erally write  the  books.  1  never  knew  a  success- 
ful farmer  who  bothered  himself  to  write  any. 
But  you  may  get  a  schemer,  a  man  who  is  not  a 
practical  farmer,  and  he  is  writing  all  the  lime  for 
the  agricultural  papers.  1  believe  that  is  almost 
the  universal  rule.  1  am  an  agriculturist;  1  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  1  have  noticed  how 
these  things  are. 

But  there  is  still  another  objection  ta  this  prac- 
tice. By  printing  these  works  you  lumber  up 
your  mails,  and  are  departing  from  the  salutary 
system  of  making  the  Post  Office  Department  pay 
its  expenses.  This  is  one  of  the  means  by  which 
we  have  done  thai;  and  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
commercial  interests,  the  newspapers,  and  those 
who  have  power  here  beyond  their  numbers. 
The  practice  ought  to  be  stopped.  It  is  not  a 
measure  so  much  for  the  benedt  of  agriculture  as 
for  the  benefit  of  printers;  therefore,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  power,  and  expediency,  and  rightfulness, 
1  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  What  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  has  said  shows  the  troth  of  one 
thing.  I  think  it  is  apparent,  from  the  tone  of  his 
remarks,' that  the  copies  of  the  Patent  Office  re- 
port which  have  been  in  his  possesaion,  have  not 
been  read.  The  honorable  Senator  speaks  pf 
them,  without  having  read  them,  as  being  con- 
temptible. Sir,  1  would  not  undertake  to  put  my 
judgment  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  Senator  on 
such  a  subject;  but  I  have  read  a  variety  of  these 
reports  with  great  interest  and  instruction.  1  have 
found  much  in  them  to  interest  me. 

Mr.  TOOM  BS.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator,  if  he 
has  looked  at  the  last  volume  but  one,  I  think  it 
was,  in  which  the  leading  article  and  opening  one, 
was  to  show  how  to  find  water  by  hazel  switches  i 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Exactly,  and  the  honora- 
ble Senator  thinks,  because  he  has  found  some 
one  article,  on  some  one  page,  of  some  report, 
which  he  believes  he  can  turn  into  ridicule,  on  a 
subject  that  he  does  not  profe«s  to  understand  or 
know  anything  of,  he  is  to  condemn  the  whole 
volume,  and  not  only  that  volume,  but  all  others. 
1  submit  whether  it  is  a  fair  mode  of  estimating 
any  work. 

But,  sir,  a  word  in  regard  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman 'seonstitutional  argument.  He  tells  us  that 
he  cannot  find  any  authority  in  this  body  to  print 
anything,  except  for  the  information  of  the  body. 
Now,  let  us  test  it  for  a  moment.  Let  us  see  how 
correct  the  honorable  gentleman's  views  of  consti- 
tutional law  upon  this  subject  are.  Now,  accord- 
ing to  his  argument,  we  nave  no  power  to  print 
anything  for  the  information  of  anybody  but  our 
noble  selves.  Well,  sir,  what  are  we  to  say  of 
the  wisdom  of  all  the  fathers  of  the  Republic,  and 
of  all  the  men  who  have  been  in  Congress  ever 
since  its  formation,  who  have  had  printM  annually 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  copies  of  the 
President's  message,  and  accompanying  ^locu- 
ments?  Was  that  for  the  information  of  members 
of  Congress.'  No,  sir,  it  was  evidently  for  the 
information  of  the  people.  We  have  exceeded 
the  power  of  communicating  information  to  the 
people  at  urbe  eonditA.  1  have  heard  it  questioned 
before;  but,  to  my  knowledge,  there  have  never 
been  more  than  two  or  three  gentlemen  entertain- 


ing the  peculiar  opinions  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia  on  this  subject.  Sir,  have  we  any 
power  to  print,  for  the  information  of  the  people 
of  the  country,  reports  from  important  commitieea 
which  are  made  here,  and  extra  numbers  of  these 
reports?  Are  we  not  constantly  in  the  habit  of 
printing  them?  Does  anybody  doubt  our  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  it?  The  other  House  doe* 
the  same  thing. 

As  to  the  value  of  this  volume,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  agricultural  commonity  place  a  very 
different  estimate  on  it  from  that  which  is  fixed 
on  it  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia.  I 
know  that  the  agricultural  societies  in  the  region 
of  country  which  1  represent,  and  I  believe  all  the 
agricultural  societies  of  the  United  States,  consider 
this  an  important  auxiliary  to  them  in  the  great 
object  that  they  have  in  view,  of  diffusing  valu- 
able information  among  the  most  important  clas* 
of  all  our  cbanlrymen — the  bread-growers  of  the 
country,  i  beg  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  time 
of  the  Senate  on  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Before  the  question  is  put 
upon  this  resolution,  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 1  want  to  put  the  question  upon  a  proper 
fooling,  "^his  is  an  attempt  on  our  part  to  make 
an  expenditure  for  the  benefit  of  the  land  States. 
Well,  sir,  whether  we  have  power  to  do  this  may 
lead  to  a  considerable  doubt;  but,  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  it  on  its  right  footine,  as  it  is.  a  land  # 

auestion,  1  move  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  resolution 
ie  words: 

And  Dial  the  cost  ibereof  be  pctd  on  of  lb«  yraeecds  vt 
Ibe  pubHe  lands. 

I  do  it  for  this  reason:  These  books  are  to  be 
divided  among  all  the  people  of  the  States,  and  all 
the  people  of  the  Slates  are  entitled  to  the  public 
lands,  and  consequently  the  proceeds  of  the  publie 
lands  should  b»  applied  to  their  benefit  in  this 
respect.  The  expense  ought  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  common  fund  of  the  country.  It  is  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculturists.  Then  it  ought  to  be  gen- 
eral in  its  terms;  and,  as  all  have  a  common  inter" 
est  in  the  common  lands,  let  it  be  paid  outof  ihem. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  all  right.  1  therefore  ofler 
the  amendment  which  I  havementioned. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  to  in- 
crease  the  number  given  to  the  Patent  Office.  * 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote,  on  a 
division  of— ayes  twenty-six,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Now  I  offer  my  amendment^ 
to  add:  "  And  that  the  cost  thereof  be  paid  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  publi<!  lands." 

Mr.  STUART.  Is  that  in  order,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent?   I  make  the  point  of  order. 

The  PRESI  DENT.  That  is  a  question  for  the 
Senate  to  decide. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN,  f  suggest  to  my  friend 
from  Georgia,  that  such  a  proposition  as  thia 
would  have  to  pass  through  both  Houses;  and 
therefore  is  scarcely  proper  for  a  mere  Senate 
resolution.    He  had  better  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  Sesire  to  have  fair  lepsla- 
tion.  I  wanted  to  tack  the  amendment  on  for  the 
benefit  of  my  colleague,  who  is  an  agriculturist.- 
[Laughter.1  But  I  withdraw  it. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Webstbb,  his  Secre- 
tary, announcing  that  he  had  approved  and  signed 
an  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  bark  Atbcona  to 
Mount  Vernon. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL  VETO. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  One  o'clock  has  arrived,  and 
this  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  consideratioo 
of  the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. I  move,  therefore,  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  that  bill. 

Mr.  BELL.  Would  it  not  be  as  well,  and 
really  economical  in  point  of  time,  to  finish  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  now  that  we  are  upon 
it  ?  I  think  there  would  be  really  a  loss  of  tune 
in  postponing  it.  Now  that  we  have  it  up,  we 
had  better  d  ispose  of  it.    I  believe  there  is  but  one 

froposition  to  be  decided  upon  it.  At  all  events, 
take  it  for  granted  we  can  finish  it  to-dsy.  The 
honorable  ^nator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Basoib,]  who  has  the  floor  upon  the  other  bill, 
has  no  objection  to  its  postponement.  I  think 
Uiere  will  be  a  propriety  in  continuing  thcdiacua- 
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non  on  the  Indian  bill  until  we  can  get  clear  o(  it. 
I  make  that  siiggeation,  and  hope  th*  Senate  will 
■ee  the  propriety  of  it. 

Mr.  BADQER.  As  far  as  (  am  concerned,  I 
should  prefer  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Tennessee,  go  on  with  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  see  the  end  of  it,  and  then 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  other  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if 
I  were  to  consult  my  mere  personal  convenience, 
of  course  I  should  like  to  take  up  the  appropria- 
tion bill  and  go  through  with  it;  but  this  is  the 
day  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  which 
has  been  vetoed,  and  1  feel  bound  to  make  the 
motion  which  I  have  made.  The  Senate  can  dis- 
pose of  it  as  they  choose. 

Mr.  BADQER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  and  the  Senate,  that  the  Indian  appro- 

r'iation  bill  is  the  first  business  in  order.  I  believe 
am  right. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness, and  therefore,  first  in  order;  but  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  moves  to  postpone  all' prior  orders, 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed.  The  question 
is  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
•nd  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  shall  vote  against  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  regular  order  of  the  day,  which  is  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  for  the  purpose  oCtaking 
«p  the  other.  It  is  evident  that  the  bill  which  has 
been  vetoed  cannot  be  disposed  of  to-day.  We 
ere  to  have  a  lengthy  discussion  upon  it;  there  is 
no  doubt  of  that  in  my  mind.  All  that  we  could 
do,  therefore,  with  it,  would  be  to  hear  one  argu- 
ment to  day,  then  pos()>one  it  to  another  day;  and 
k  would  be  still  in  the  way  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill.  I  regard  it  as  no  disrespect  whatever 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  postpone 
h  until  we  can  get  through  with  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill;  and  besides,  that  it  would  be  an  act 
ef  discourtesy  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  who  has  thefioor,  to  go  on  with 
the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed,  after  the  intima- 
tion he  has  made;  so  that  1  would  certeunly,  even 
if  I  were  otherwise  indifiierent,  vote  against  the 
postponement  of  the  Indian  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  other. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
resulted — yeas  13,  nays  34;  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMra.  Butler,  Chase,  Dodfe  of  Wltcnniin, 
Ctwin,  Hunter,  MsHory,  Muon,  Noni»,  FetUt,  Slidell,  Wel- 
ler,  WniiaiiM,  and  Wriglil— 13. 

NATS — Mewn.  Allen,  Atchison,  Bs^er,  Bayard,  Bell, 
BcDjamiD,  Briihl,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Casi,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, DawMMi,  DiioB,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Evatia,  Fiah,  Fltz- 
Mtrick,  Foot,  James,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Jonea  of 
Teoneasee,  Morion,  Pearce,  PratI,  Busk,  Bbiclds,  Bluart, 
Sumner,  l'hOHi|iaon  of  Kentucky,  Toomba,  Wade,  and 
Walker-a4. 

IRDTAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Indian  appropriation 
bill  comes  up  now,  I  suppose,  as  the  special 
order,  without  a  motion. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  does. 

The  Senate  accordingly,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  House 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  currentand  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
ibr  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various  In- 
dian tribes,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1855;  the 
Bending  question  being  on  thearoendment  reported 
Dy  Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  insert  the  foUowiqg: 

To  the  Crack  nation  of  Indisnsrin  flill  tor  all  demands 
afslnat  the  United  Stales,  the  aom  of  4»'i0,000,  In  paymeol. 
for  eifht  million  acres  of  land  at  six  and  a  qsarter  cents  par 
acre,  taken  from  the  friendly  Creeks,wliboul  compensation, 
ky  the  ueaiy  or  cspitulatioa  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  August  8, 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  see  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  [Mr.  Sebastian] 
is  not  here.  I  know  he  wishes  to  address  the 
Senate  on  that  amendment, 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  say  to  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  got  the  floor  at  the  last  adjourn- 
ment, to  address  the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSON..  I  will  send  for  him.  He 
has  gone  up  to  the  Indian  department  this  morn- 
ing. He  went  there  in  view  of  the  fact,  which 
he  understood,  that  the  veto  message  wr s  to  be 
considered  this  morning.    1  presume  he  has  gone 


there,  also,  in  connection  with  this  very  subject. 
That  is  my  belief. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky.  I  met  him 
on  his  way  u)  the  Department  as  I  came  up  fifteen 
minutes  ago. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Now,  I  ask  the  Senate,  will 
it  be  proper  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of 
this  Dill  under  such  circumstances?  Is  it  prob- 
able that  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  a  just,  and 
fair,  snd  enlightened  decision  of  the  question  ? 

Mr.  RUSK.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  allow 
me  a  moment?  It  is  usual  in  matters  of  this  sort 
to  pass  over  the  amendment  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Several  Sbkatori.    Let  that  be  done  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  this  amendment  will  be  informally 
passed  by,  and  the  Senate  will  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  others. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  understand  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  have  other  amendments.  They 
had  better  offer  the{n  and  let  us  proceed  with 
something. 

Mr.  OWIN.    The  chairman  of  the  committe 
is  not  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  rery  plain  that  we 
cannot  proceed  with  this  bill  under  the  circum- 
stances. It  has  come  up  unexpectedly.  The 
chairman  of  the  comnjittee  is  not  here,  and  he 
has,  I  imagine,  the  only  other  amendment*  which 
are  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  my  friend  from  Arkansas 
will  allow  me,  I  will  move  to  postpone  this  bill 
and  take  up  the  homestead  bill.  That  is  one 
which  we  have  for  a  long  time  desired  to  consider 
and  dispose  of.  We  seem  now  to  have  nothing 
else  to  do,  and  we  had  better  take  that  up. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  we  shall  go  on  with 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  1  am  sorry  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  is 
not  here.  I  had  heard  of  another  amendment, 
which  I  supposed  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walker]  was  to  offer.  If  it  be, 
not  so,  I  think  we  had  beuer  proceed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  shall  certainly  oppose  any 
action  of  that  sort.  It  may  suit  the  Committee 
on  Finance  very  well,  who  have  had  all  their 
amendments  made;  but  it  may  not  suit  very  well 
the  Indian  service,  that  thither  amendments 
should  be  passed  by.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
bill  should  be  postponed  now,  as  A  matter  of 
course.  I  make  a  motion,  which  I  think  will 
reach  the  matter,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  order  bringing  up  the  veto  message  was  dis- 
posed of  for  to-day.  I  am  in  a  position  to  make 
that  motion,  for  I  voted  against  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  Indian  bill,  to  allow  the  veto  to  be 
taken  up.  I  move  that  that  vote  be  reconsidered, 
and  that  the  veto  message  consequently  be  taken 
up,  for  we  cannot  today  proceed  with  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill, 

Mr.  BROWN.    Take  up  the  homestead  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  motion 
will  be  receiitfd,  but  it  cannot  be  considered  now. 
There  is  other  business  before  the  Senate^  which 
must  be  disposed  of  before  it  can  be  considered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move,  then,  to  postpone 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  until  to-morruw,  with 
the  view  of  taking  up  the  other, 

Mr,  BUNTBR.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  I  submit  the  question  of  order, 
whether  the  motion  to  reconsider  does  not  take 
precedence  of  all  others? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  un- 
derstands the  rule  to  be  this:  A  motion  to  recon- 
sider may  be  made  at  any  time  within  the  period 
prescribed  by  the  rule;  hut  that  motion  cannot  be 
considered  while  other  business  is  pending  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  inquire  whether  it  is  neces- 
sary to  move  to  reconsider  that  vote  at  all?  The 
motion  was  voted  down,  and  the  Indian  bill  has 
been  taken  up.  It  has  been  under  consideration; 
and,  I  apprehend,  it  is  in  order  now,  without  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  to  move  to  lay  this  bill  aside, 
with  the  view  to  take  up  the  veto  message;  and 
that  motion  I  now  make, 

Mr.  BROWN.  Wecan  take  up  something  else. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  take  that  up. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  propose  that,  by  general 
consent,  we  agree,  without  postponing  this,'to  take 
the  question  on  the  reconsideration.  If  there  is  a 
nugority  for  the  reconsideration,  and  for  taking  up 


the  veto,  we  can  go  on;  but  if  not,  by  the  time 
that  vote  is  taken,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  may  be  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  My  only  reason  for  pursu> 
ing  this  course  is  this:  The  Indian  service  must 
be  protected  here;  but  it  is  entirely  out  of  the 
question  to  talk  about  disposing  'of  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  under  these  circumstances. 
Amendments  are  yet  lo  be  offered  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs;  and  we,  therefore,  can- 
not proceed  with  the  bill  without  the  chairntan. 
This  deference  has  always  been  shown  to  any  and 
every  member  of  this  body,  I  am  very  well  as- 
sured of  that;  and  certainly,  unexpected  business 
on  the  part  of  my  colleague,  when  he  had  every 
reason  in  the  world  to  believe,  and,  as  it  were,  to 
know,  that  the  bill  would  not  come  up  to  day, 
should  not  be  taken  advantage  of,  and  so  prevent 
the  offering  of  what  amendments  he  may  have. 
I  then  ask  the  Senate  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  we  have  disposed  of  the  veto  message  for 
to-day,  80  that  it  may  come  up  in  its  regular  order. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  submit  a  motion,  which 
I  think  will  be  more  appropriate,  to  enable  us  to 
get  along  with  these  matters,  and  which  will  take 
precedence  over  that  of  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia. If  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  we 
could  not  get  it  before  the  Senate  again  to-day.  I 
suggest,  therefore,  that  it  lie  upon  the  table,  and 
then,  when  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ln> 
dian  Affairs  is  in  his  place,  it  can  be  at  once  taken 
up  without  any  reconsideration.  With  that  un- 
derstanding, I  submit  the  motion  that  the  bill  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DAVID  MTERLE. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  desire  to  move  the  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  which  was  taken  yesterday  on 
passing  the  claim  of  David  Myerle.  1  voted  with 
the  majority. 

Several  SkNATons.    Oh,  no  I 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Oh,  yes!  I  will  state  my  rett- 
sons.  That  claim  has  been  here  for  the  last  six  or 
seven  years.  I  voted  against  it  twice;  I  Toted  for 
it  yesterday.  I  voted  for  the  amendment  giving 
|1U,000,  believing  that  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, was  perhaps  all  that  ought  to  be  given; 
but  that  proposition  failing,  I  voted  for  the  bill, 
which  (ippropriates  t30,00U.  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  is  loo  much;  and,  independent  of  that,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  [Mr.  Batard]  has  criticised 
very  severely  my  vote,  and  those  of  other  gentle- 
men who  voted  with  me.  He  expresses  no  doubt, 
that  if  an  opportunity  is  given  him,  he  will  be  able* 
to  show  clearly  that  this  is  an  unjust  claim.  If  he 
has  that  in  his  power,  he  certainly  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  lo  exercise  it;  and  1  move  the  recon- 
sideration for  the  purpose  of  hearing  him,  that  he 
may  satisfy  me  that  this  claim  has  no  justice  to 
sustain  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  The  Chair  will 
inform  the  Senator  from  Indiana  that  the  bill  has 
been  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  h 
will  be  necesssry  to  send  for  it. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  very  sorry  that  it  was 
sent.  Then  I  move  that  the  Secretary  be  directed 
to  request  the  return  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H  UNTER.  There  cannot  be  two  motion* 
pending  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, and  ask  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
House,  requesting  the  return  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  G WIN.     I  object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  quesUoft 
is  on  the  motion  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  request 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  return  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  merely  wish  to  express  my 
regret  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  has  thought 
it  necessary  to  refer  to  me  as  severely  criticising 
his  action,  I  diuented  from  the  opinion  that  the 
bill  should  pass,  I  certainly  expressed  my  own 
conviction  that  I  was  surprised  at  his  vote.  The 
high  respect  which  I  have  for  him,  and  the  general 
estimate  I  have  formed  of  his  character,  wouli) 
prevent  me  making  any  unkind  criticism,  I  was 
surprised  that  the  bill  should  be  passed  without 
sucn  an  examination  as  the  principles  involved 
merited.  If  it  is  returned,  whether  I  can  devote 
to  it  that  labor  which  might  be  desired,  is  doubt* 
ful;  and  the  reason  why  1  doubt.it  is  this:  yester- 
day, when  I  made  the  proposition  to  postpone  the 
bill,  the  Senate  determined  not  to  postpone  it;  and 
I  am  unwilling  to  obtrude  upon  then  in  reference 
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to  the  examination  of  a  question  connected  with  a 
IMrivate  claim,  when  I  hare  had  sufficient  experi- 
ence alreadjr  to  be  sati^fitd  that  they  are  unwilling 
to  lieten  to  any  discussion  on  a  private  claim,  no 
matter  how  extensive  may  be  the  principles  in- 
Tolved  in  it,  or  hnw  great  the  eflfect  of  the  prece- 
dent that  is  established  for  the  purpose  of  disburs- 
ing money  out  of  the  public  Treasury.  1  do  not 
«leair«,  therefore,  on  a  subject  on  which  Senators 
«re  unwilling  to  listen  or  investisate,  but  are  dis- 
posed to  vote  on  faith,  to  interfere  with  their 
Tiews.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  make  up  my  own 
mind,  and  determine  my  own  course. 

Mr.  PGARCE.  The  motion  pending  is  to  send 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  request  to  return 
the  bill  to  us. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  must  express  the  hope  that 
(hat  will  not  be  done.  It  is  rather  an  unusual 
proceeding,  and,  until  of  late  years,  was  almost 
unknown  to  the  Senate;  and  I  think  it  should  not 
be  resorted  to  except  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
sions. Now,  sir,  I  agree  with  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  have  been 
passed.  It  struck  me  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  My- 
erle  was  not  one  of  strict  ri^^ht,  and  scarcely  of 
strong  equity.  I  look  upon  it  rather  as  a  benev- 
olence. I  was  not  able  to  bring  myself  to  vote 
for  the  payment  of  the  130,000  proposed.  The 
Senate  thought  otherwise,  after  quite  as  much  dia- 
cuxsion  as  we  usually  have  upon  a  private  bill; 
and  I  doubt  much  whether  we  ought  to  send  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  biJI,  and 
whether  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  will 
be  very  much  benefited  by  the  operation.  It  is 
rather  a  small  affair;  and  as  it  has  gone  from  us 
I  think  the  Senate  ought  nnt  to  get  into  the  prac- 
tice- of  sending  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  bills  which  we  have  passed.  I  hope  we  shall 
rot  do  so  now;  for,  Mr.  President,  it  must  be 
observed  that  if  we  do  get  into  this  practice  it 
leads  to  another  evil,  and  that  is,  to  nasly  and 
inconsiderate- passage  of  bills,  which  do  not  re- 
ceive the  attention  they  always  ought  to  have. 
This  habit  of  sending  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, I  say,  may  occasion  that  practice.  If  we 
determine  that  we  will  not  send  there  for  private 
bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  we  probably 
shall  be  more  careful  in  the  future  to  investigate 
the  meriis  of  a  claim  before  its  passage. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  motion  wfiich  I  have 
made  is  one  of  very  common  occurrence;  one  that 
baa  been  made  repeatedly  in  this  body  during  this 
session.  During  the  Inst  week  the  Senator  from 
■  Arkansas  [Mr.  JoHKtoH]  made  one,  if  not  two, 
motions  of  a  similar  character — one,  I  recollect 
very  distinctly.  The  Syator  from  Maryland  says 
this  is  a  small  matter.  So  it  is.  It  is  an  appro- 
priation of  only  £30,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
what  two  motions  I  made? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  understood  that  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  msde  a  motion  directing  the  Sec- 
retary to  request  the  House  to  return  a  bill,  which 
had  been  passed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Yes  sir;  one  motion  in  refer- 
ence to  one  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  This  is  a  motion  of  common 
occurrence.  It  is  one  which  is  repeatedly  made 
here.  The  principle  is  the  same,  whether  the 
amount  be  large  or  small.  As  I  stated  when  I  was 
up  before,  1  voted  against  this  claim  twice.  I  voted 
upon  it  yesterday  for  the  third  time,  and  then  I 
Toted  for  it  under  the  impression  that  the  claim 
was  a  just  one;  or  that  at  least,  we  ought  to  pay 
the  individual  some  amount.  I  first  voted  to  fix 
the  sum  at  (10,000;  but,  failing  in  that,  I  preferred 
to  vote  for  appropriating  |30,000  rather  than  that 
the  claimant  should  receive  nothing.  I  regret  that 
thehonorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Atch- 
ison,] whose  constituent  I  understand  the  claim- 
ant is,  who  is  conversant  with  the  claim,  did  not 
yesterday  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  in  re- 
gard to  it,  because, since  then, he  has  stated  aatis- 
nictory  reasons  to  my  mind  why  he  voted  against  it. 

Sir,  I  will  not  be  placed  in  the  attitude  of  having 
voted  for  a  claim  that  is  unjust  and  improper.  It 
may  be  that  this  claim  is  not  so;  but  the  Senator 
from  Delsware  says,  very  confidently,  that  it  is; 
and  other  Senators  speak  in  that  manner.  I  think 
it  is  proper  that  it  be  reconsidered,  in  order  that 
they  may  have  the  opportunity  of  showing  that  it 
is  so.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  remarks,  in  a 
private  con  venation,  that  he  did  not  intend  any- 


thing personal  by  criticising  my  vote  on  this 
claim;  but  that  he  regards  the  votes  which  I  gen- 
erally give  here,  on  such  questions,  as  correct.  1 
am  very  happy  to  have  his  good  opinion  on  that 
point.  1  desire  torx>ntinue  those  relations  between 
us;  and  I  cad  only  do  it  by  voting  against  im- 
proper claims.  If  this  be  one  of  that  character,  I 
am  forgiving  him  an  opportunity  of  showing  it; 
hence,  lask  that  the  bill  may  be  returned  .to  the 
Senate.  I  am  inclined  to  belteve  that  there  may 
be  something  wrong  about  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President.  I  doubt 
whether  this  ia  not  the  first  time  that  such  a  mo- 
tion as  this  has  been  made  for  the  reason  which 
this  is  now  made.  It  ia  true,  we  sometimes 
authorize  our  Secretary  to  recall  bills  which  have 
been  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  but 
for  what  reason?  Why,  for  reasons  similar  to 
that  which  was  given  a  few  days  ago  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  for  recalling 
the  bill  which  he  then  wished  to  have  brought 
back  to  the  Senate;  namely,  that  the  Senate  had 
committed  an  error.  In  that  case,  by  the  bill  as 
sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  we  proposed 
to  repeal  one  law  when  we  intended  to  repeal 
another. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    It  was  an  error  of  date. 

Mr.  WALKER.  There  was  an  error  of  date, 
and  consequently  it  was  necessary  to  get  the  bill 
back  in  order  to  correct  our  action.  But  can  any 
one  call  to  mind  an  insHince  where  we  have  re- 
quested the  House  of  Representatives  to  return  a 
bill  to  us  that  we  might  consider  its  merits .'  Not 
at  all.  For  one.  at  all  events.  I  have  no  remem- 
brance of  any  such  case.  Now,  it  is  proposed  to 
recall  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  it  de 
novo — to  give  Senators  an  opportunity  to  show 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  passed,  when  that  was  the 
main  consideration  in  the  first  instance.  I  re- 
member that  when  this  case  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate on  a  former  occasion,  one  of  the  then  Senators 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  came  down  upon 
it  with  such  an  argument  and  such  a  speech  as  is 
rarely  heard  in  a  legislative  body,  i  remember 
the  efiiect  and  force  of  that  speech;  but,  notwiih- 
standing  it.  the  Senate  took  the  vote  and  passed 
the  bill.    They  passed  it  more  than  once. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  think  this  is  the  first  time 
it  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    It  failed  before. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Thegentleman  will  find  that, 
on  that  occasion ,  it  passed  the  Senate,  but  never 
both  Houses  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  BADGER.  My  friend  from  Wisconsin 
is  right.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to,  having  first  passed  the  House; 
but  an  amendment  was  made  in  the  Senate,  and 
that  bill,  with  the  proposed  amendment,  went 
back  to  the  House,  and  was  there  laid  on  the 
table.  That  is  the  way  in  which  it  was  lost  at 
that  session. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  thought  mv  memory  did 
not  fail  me  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Senate 
had  passed  the  bill.  Now,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
bear  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  who  proposes  to 
address  himself  to  this  subject;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  a  safe  policy  for  us  to  recall  bills  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose,  not 
of  correcting  a  mistake,  but  of  considering  them 
upon  their  merits. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin is  mistaken.  I  do  not  propose  making  a 
speech  in  relation  to  the  matter  at  all.  But,  sir, 
as  to  the  proposition  submitted  now  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  to  the  Senate,  let  me  say  that 
it  is  one  of  frequent  occurrence.  Underour  rules, 
three  days  are  allowed  within  which  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  a  bill  that  has  been  passed  or 
rejected  by  the  Senate.  When  a  bill  is  passed, 
sometimes  it  lies  upon  the  Secretary's  table  until 
the  three  days  elapse;  but  that  ia  generally  done 
only  upon  the  suggestion  that  it  may  be  recon- 
sidered. The  only  method  by  which  we  can  reach 
a  reconsideration  of  a  bill  that  has  passed  from  the 
Senate  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  even 
within  the  three  days  allowed  under  our  rules,  is 
by  offering  a  resolution  or  motion  requesting  the 
House  to  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate.  I  venture  to 
say  that  this  occurs  not  only  once,  but  frequently 
during  each  session  of  Congress,  and  is  done  not 
merely  by  one  House,  but  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Suppose  a  bill  has  passed 
both  Houses? 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    Then,  perhaps,  it  would  b« 


out  of  our  reach.  When  it  becomes  a  law,  it  ia 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Senate  or  the  House. 
But  it  is  sometimes  the  case  that  when  a  bill  haa 
passed  both  Houses,  and  gone  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  request  is  made  by  the  Hnnse, 
which  last  acted  on  the  bill,  to  tlie  President,  to  re- 
turn it.    I  have  known  instances  of  that  kind. 

Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  satiafy  any 
other  gentleman  in  relation  to  this  claim;  nor  do 
I  know  that  I  shall  take  the  trouble  to  do  so.  I 
have  often  discussed  the  question.  It  ia  one  of 
the  great  queationtf^  which  have  been  pending  in 
the  Senate  during  the  last  eleven  years.  It  was  one 
upon  which  iny  former  colleague  [Mr.  Bemton] 
and  myself  uniformly  agreed. 

Mr.  PRATT.    The  only  one?    [LaugUer.J 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  One  among  the  few  of  fate 
years;  not  the  only  one.  I  have  a  knowledge  of 
this  claim  from  its  inception.  A  poitionof  the 
demand  for  money  against  the  United  States  arose, 
aa  the  claimant  alleges.under  circumstances  which 
took  place  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  He  went  to 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, to  teach  the  farmers  in  the  hemp-growing 
regions  of  those  two  Slates  the  manner  of  water- 
rotting  hemp.  This  is  the  foundation  of  hiselaim. 
I  know  what  transpired  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 
If  I  mistake  not,  I  introduced  the  first  memorial 
of  David  Myerle  that  ever  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  I  thought,  at  that 
time,  that  his  claim  was  a  just  one;  and  I  con- 
tinued to  think  so  until  I  returned  home.  Then  I 
was  called  to  account,  by  my  constituents,  for  pre- 
senting  the  memorial  and  pressing  the  claim.  I 
inquired  into  it,  and  I  found  they  were  of  opinion 
that,  instead  of  his  being  entitled  to  damages 
against  the  Government,  the  very  reverse  was  the 
case. 

1  do  not  know,  air,  that  I  shall  say  anything 
more  on  this  subject;  though,  perhaps,  if  the  biU 
be  brought  back,  1  may  give  my  views  in  relation 
to  it.  Imay  state  what  I  know  about  it,  and  I 
can  refer  to  what  my  former  colleague  said  upon 
this  matter;  and  I  think  if  his  speeches  be  duly 
considered  by  the  Senate,  they  will  settle  the 
claim. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  I  confess  that  I 
aiti  not  very  familiar  with  this  claim,  although  it 
was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Thomson,]  who  is  now  absent,  had  charge  of  it, 
as  a  member  of  that  committee.  When  he  lefl 
here  a  few  days  ago,  he  urged  me  to  bring  it 
forward  and  have  it  acted  upon,  and  he  stated  to 
me  that  the  facts  of  the  case  would  appear  in  the 
report  accompanying  the  bill.  That  report  was 
read  to  the  Senate  yesterday,  and  the  bill  was  dis- 
cussed. If  there  is  anything  wrong  connected 
with  this  claim,  I  know  nothing  of  it.  If  there  is 
anything  new,  that  has  not  heretofore  been  brought 
againat  the  claim,  I  should  like  to  hear  it.  But 
it  seems  that  the  two  Senators  from  Missouri 
opposed  it  on  a  former  occasion  with  all  the  power 
and  effect  which  they  possessed  in  this  body.  If 
there  was  merit  in  their  opposition,  certainly  they 
could  have  destroyed  this  private  bill  when  it  was 
fully  discussed  by  them.  I  believe  that  the  claim 
is  just,  and  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  or  certainly 
I  should  notadvocate  it.  I  lake  it,  however,  very 
much  from  the  representations  of  others, for  I  have 
not  gone  into  its  details;  but  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  has,  and  he  yesterday 
stated  briefly  the  reasons  why  the  bill  thould  pass. 
If  there  is  anything  wrong  in  the  claim  there  must 
be  something  wrong'in  the  report;  but  I  undertake 
to  say,  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  report 
can  be  verified,  because  it  emanated  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  we  are  in  the  habit 
of  examining  closely  every  question  upon  whi<:h 
we  report.  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  who 
made  the  report,  is  not  here,  but  1  brought  up  the 
case  at  his  request;  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  not 
better  informed  upon  the  subject.  I  undertake  to 
say,  however,  that  although  the  Senators  from 
Indiana  and  Missouri  think  that  the  Government 
is  not  indebted  to  this  individual,  I  do  not  believe 
they  can  establish  the  fact  that  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  the  claim,  or  in  the  action  of  Congress 
upon  it.       

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  Presidenf,  the  question  of 
practice  involved  in  this  debate,  is,  to  my  mind, 
one  of  much  more  importance  than  any  question 
as  to  the  amount  involved  in  the  appropriation 
proposed  to  be  madis  by  the  bill.    My  htmorable 
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colleague,  [Mr.  Pearck,]  and  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Walker,]  guppoee  it  is  entirely 
improper  the  Senate  should  send  to  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTea  for  the  return  of  a  bill  which  has 
passed  the  Senate.  I  apprehend  that  if  the  effect 
of  the  vote  upon  this  occasion  be  to  adopt  that  as 
a  precedent,  as  a  common  rule  of  action,  it  would 
be  fruitful  of  great  injury  to  tne  interests  of  the 
country  and  to  ourselves.  But,  sir,  under  our 
rules,  every  Senator,  who  votes  in  the  majority, 
upon  a  bill,  has  three 'days  within  which  to  move 
a  reconsideration.  The  adoption  of  the  rule  of 
practice  contended  for  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin would,  however,  have  this  effect:  if  a  bill 
be  passed  at  this  period,  and  before  the  close 
of  the  session,  as  in  this  case,  it  is  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  House;  and  that  right,  which  is 
secured  to  each  member  who  voted  in  the  majority, 
to  move  a  reconsideration,  is  entirely  destroyed 
and  taken  away  from  him.  The  result  must  be 
that  we  shall  instruct  the  Secretary  in  no  case  to 
send  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate  to  the 
other  House,  until  the  expiration  of  the  period 
which  the  rules  of  the  Senate  give  to  members  (o 
move  a  reconsideration,  or  we  have  the  power  to 
make  the  order,  which  is  now  proposed  to  be 
made  by  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 
That  must  be  the  result. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  my  honorable  friend  from 
Wisconsin  says,  that  there  is  no  casein  which  the 
Senate  has  asked  for  the  return  of  a  bill  where 
an  amendment  is  necessary  as  a  matter  of  sub- 
stance; and  that  the  only  instance  of  such  a  request 
being  made,  is  where  the  bill  requires  an  amend- 
ment in  a  matter  of  form,  as  in  the  case  of  the  bill 
returned  on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  and  other  cases  to  which  he  has 
referred.  I  submit  to  the  Senator,  whether  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  we  have  power  to  bring 
back  a  bill  which  has  gone  to  the  other  House  for 
the  purpose  of  amendment,  merely  in  a  matter  of 
form,  and  that  w«  have  Qot  power  to  bring  it  back 
to  amend  it  in  a  matter  of  substance  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  roe, 
I  will  say  that  I  certainly  must  have  expressed 
myself  in  such  s  manner  as  to  be  misunderstood, 
if  I  said  any  kuch  thing.  I  intended  not  to  speak 
of  bringing  back  a  bill  for  amendment  at  all. 
What  I  said  was,  that  I  did  not  think  there  was  a 
case  where  a  bill  had  been  recalled  by  the  Senate 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  it  upon  its  merits  de  novo;  but 
that  there  were  instances  of  bills  being  recalled 
for  such  purposes  as  correcting  them,  whether  in 
form  or  substance,  in  a  material  part.  I  instanced 
the  case  of  the  bill  brought  back  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  where  we  intended  to 
repeal  an  act,  but  had  recited  it  by  a  wrong  date, 
BO  that  it  would  not  have  accomplished  the  object 
we  had  in  view. 

Mr.  PRATT.  It  amounts,  Mr.  President,  as 
'  I  humbly  submit,  to  the  same  proposition.  Now, 
my  friend  from  Indiana,  who  voted  with  the  ma- 
jor!^ in  favor  of  this  bill,  is  convinced  that  his 
vote  was  wrong,  and  that  the  man  is  not  entitled 
to  the  $30,000  which  is  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated by  the  Government.  As  he  has  correctly 
staled,  if  the  amount  were  three  millions,  the  prin- 
ciple would  not  be  altered.  He  is  convinced  that 
he  was  in  error.  Under  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
he  has  three  days  in  which  to  move  a  reconsider- 
ation of  that  vote.  But  the  bill  has  been  sent  to 
the  other  House,  and  by  the  argument  he  is 
therefore  deprived  of  that  privilege  which  the  rules 
of  the  Senate  allow.  I  submit,  that  it  is  important 
to  the  body,  with  a  view  to  its  future  action,  that 
we -should  agree  to  this  motion  at  any  rate,  and 
ask  the  House  to  send  the  bill  back  to  us,  even  if 
the  vote  is  to  be  cast  as  it  was  before,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  down  the  idea  that  we  have  no 
power,  in  the  event  of  the  Secretary  sending  a  bill 
over  to  the  House  directly  when  it  has  passed,  to 
exercise  the  privilege  given  to  us  under  the  rules 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  was  not  present  yesterday 
when  the  vote  was  taken  upon  this  bill.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  a  strong  expression  to  say  the  bill  was 
taken  out  of  its  order,  because  I  presume  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Senate  at  any  time  to  lay  aside 
any  particular  business  and  take  up  any  other; 
but  I  will  say  that  I  think  this  bill  properly  should 
have  been  taken  up  on  the  day  set  aside  for  the 
consideration  of  private  bills;  and  to  this  extent, 
therefore,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  it 


was  taken  up,  as  far  as  usage  was  concerned,  out 
of  its  order,  and  it  yraa  considered  at  a  time  when, 
I  presume,  many  were  not  prepared  to  attend  to  it. 
I  do  not  say  that  I  would  have  been  here  on 
Friday,  the  day  on  which  such  bills  are  usually 
considered;  but  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that  many 
would  have  been  here  who  were  nut  here  at  the 
time  it  was  taken  up.  I,  for  one,  expected  that  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  would  have  been  under 
consideration  yesterday,  and  having  made  up  my 
mind  on  the  provision  which  was  then  under  con- 
sideration, I  did  not  think  it  important  to  be  pres- 
ent during  the  early  part  of  the  day. 

One  word  more.  Three  days  are  allowed  for  the 
reconsideration  of  bills  which  have  passed  this 
House^.  1  regard  it  as  a  very  valuable  and  im- 
portant security  against  hasty  legislation;  and  1 
am  one  of  those  who  are  in  ravor  of  interposing 
all  proper  impediments — I  do  not  mean  unneces- 
sary, but  all  fair  impediments — to  hasty  legisla- 
tion; and  unless  we  can  have  this  bill  brought  back 
to  us  by  this  motion,  the  rule  allowing  three  days 
for  its  reconsideration  becomes  nugatory.  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  brought  back,  and  I  am  willing  then 
to  hear  such  arguments  as  may  be  submitted  in 
relation  to  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
never  too  late  to  do  right.  If  there  has  been  an 
error  committed  in  the  passage  of  this  bill,  it 
ought  to  be  corrected.  There  is  a  plain  way  to  do 
that,  and  it  is  by  sending  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  bill,  according  to  the  ancient 
usage  of  the  Senate;  I  say,  the  ancient  usage  of 
the  Senate.  Though  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  speaks  of  his  recollection  of  precedents  of 
this  kind  for  eleven  years,  I  can  refer  to  prece- 
dents of  the  same  kind  twenty  years  ago.  If  he 
will  look  back  to  the  proceeJinga  of  the  year  1834, 
he  will  find  that  the  light-house  bill  of  that  year, 
after  having  been  defeated  in  the  Senate,  was  sent 
back  to  the  House,  and  then  the  Senate  sent  to 
the  House  for  the  bill,  and,  after  considering  it 
again,  passed  it.  That  was  an  example,  I  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, where  a  bill  was  reconsidered  on  its  whole 
merits. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  bui  few  gentlemen  in 
this  body  who  will  take  the  pains  to  investigate 
these  private  claims;  and  we  ought  to  be  under 
greater  obligations  to  those  gentlemen  who  do,  for 
the  labor  which  they  bestow  on  those  subjects  to 
which  the  rest  of  ys  do  not  attend.  My  course 
has  been  to  pin  my  faith,  in  regard  to  private 
claims,  upon  the  reports  of  the  committees,  for 
the  plain  reason  that  1  cannot  generally  investigate 
the  subject  myself.  When  I  find  an  objection 
made  to  a  report,  and  the  report  is  proved  to  be 
wrong,  then,  of  course,  I  vote  according  to  my 
convictions  against  it.  Now,  sir,  my  colleague, 
who  has  looked  into  this  subject,  and  who  lias 
bestowed  as  much  attention  upon  the  subject  of 
claims  as  any  member  of  this  body,  desires  to  be 
heard  in  reference  to  this  bill;  and  other  gentlemen 
express  strongly  the  opinion  that  an  error  has 
been  committed.  Well,  what  is  there  in  this  par- 
ticular case  that  should  prevent  us  from  reviewing 
the  decision  we  have  made  i  If  there  is  any  ground 
to  believe  that  we  have  committed  an  error,  it  is 
our  duty  to  reexamine  the  subject,  I  trust  that 
the  motion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  President,  this  is  certainly  a 
parliamentary  motion,  and  one  that  is  known  to 
the  usages  of  legislative  bodies,  and  particularly 
in  the  rarliament  of  Great  Britain.  But  I  venture 
to  say  there  is  no  precedent  for  such  a  proposition 
as  the  present,  upon  the  allegations  that  are  now 
made,  as  to  the  grounds  for  this  motion.  This  is 
the  case  of  a  claim  which  has  been  pending  for 
some  ten  or  eleven  years;  which  h<S  been  discussed 
over  and  over  again;  which  a  trusted  committee 
of  this  body— the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^ 
have  carefully  considered  and  weighed;  and  on 
which  they  have  made  a  detailed  report,  that  has 
been  upon  our  tables,  not  only,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  but  has  been  on  the  desks  of 
Senators  who  have  been  members  of  the  last  two 
or  three  Congresses.  Now,  after  it  has  passed 
upon  a  further,  or  new  discussion,  it  is  proposed 
to  ask  the  House  to  return  it  to  us,  upon  the  alle- 
gation of  one,  or  two,  or  three  Senators,  who  say 
they  think  they  can  demonstrate,  if  the  bill  be 
brought  back  to  the  Senate,  that  an  error  was 
committed  in  the  vote  of  the  Senate  in  passing 
that  bill.    I  say  the  precedent  for  such  a  motion. 


founded  only  upon  such  cireunstances  as  are  het* 
presented,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  found  upon 
porliamentary  records.  If  there  were  mistakes, 
as  slated  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  that 
would  be  one  thing.  There  would  be  good  ground 
for  the  application,  if  the  Senate  were  sali8fi;ed 
there  was  a  gross  error;  tiiat  there  was  a  general 
misapprehension  of  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
report  was  made;  that  the  amount  of  the  claim  had 
been  largely  exaggerated  over  any  amount  which 
there  were  any  possible  grounds  for  bestowing,  or 
if  there  had  been  something  like  management  on 
the  side  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill  in  taking  the 
body  by  surprise,  simply  upon  the  report  coming 
in  on  a  bill  that  had  not  been  under  consideraiioa 
before.  If  such  circBmstances  were  pointed  out, 
they  would  be  a  good  ground  apon  which  to  nuke 
the  application  to  the  other  House  to  return  the 
bill  to  the  Senate.  '  I  apprehend  that  some  such 
mistake  will  be  found  to  have  been  alleged  in  tverj 
proposition  for  the  return  of  a. bill.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Batard,]  who  took  objection  to  this  bill  the  other 
day,  is  perfectly  sincere.  No  doubt  he  thinks  he 
shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  to  the  Senate  that  the 
claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Will  my  friend  from  Tea- 
nessee  allow  me  to  state  the  grounds  on  which,  io 
the  case  of  the  lighthouse  bill,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  motion  was  made  to  send  for  the  bill, 
and  it  was  returned  to  the  Senate  t 
Mr.  BELL.  Certainly. 
Mr.  CLAYTON.  That  bill  was  defeated  by 
the  voles  of  some  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of 
the  doctrine  of  interna)  improvements.  For  some 
reason,  two  or  three  of  them  had  joined  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  whole  system  of  light-housss.  Then, 
those  of  us  who  lived  along  the  sea-coast  and  the 
lakes,  thought,  if  they  intended  to  plav  that  game 
with  us,  we  would  let  them  kno^^pt  some 
things  could  be  done  as  well  as  otmi^  and  we 
notified  them  that  they  might  look  out  the  next 
time  an  internal  improvement  bill  came  up,  and 
if  we  were  to  have  no  lighthouses  on  the  coast, 
we  would  attend  to  the  internal  improvements  for 
which  they  were  very  anxious.  Having  given 
them  fairlv  to  understand  that,  they  agreed  to  re- 
consider the  light-house  bill,  and  it  was  very  pru- 
dent for  them  to  do  so.  They  made  the  motion 
to  send  to  the  House  for  the  bill  on  that  ground. 
I  may  say,  to  be  sure,  with  my  friend,  that  they 
made  a  mtstake,  but  not  in  the  way  he  has  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  BELL.  Where  there  is  a  mistake,  it  is  a 
legitimate  ground  for  the  exercise  of  this  parlia- 
mentary privilege.  There  was  a  case  where 
those  men,  who  made  the  motion  to  send  to  the 
House  for  the  return  of  the  bill,  did  it  for  fear 
they  would  lose  other  measures  which  were  pend- 
ing. If  so,  it.  is  a  parliamentary  precedent  which, 
I  think,  should  hardly  befollowed  now. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  it  is  worth  while  to 
make  any  other  remarks  upon  this  subject;  but  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  voted  for  this  bill  yesterday 
when  it  passed,  though  I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
on  searching  the  record,  that  I  voted  against  the 
same  bill  upon  a  former  occasion.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, deem  myself  bound,  on  every  occasion, 
when  I  feel  called  upon,  in  my  judgment,  to 
change  my  vole  on  such  a  question,  to  give  any 
explanation;  though,  of  course,  if  I  am  called  to 
account  for  it,  I  expect  to  be  able  to  justify  my- 
self. If  I  remember  aright,  the  discussions  which 
took  place  on  the  subject  at  former  sessions  of 
Congress,  the  opposition  which  was  raised  to  it 
was  chieHy  by  a  former  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Underwood.)  I  confess,  ray  sympathies, 
my  feelings,  and  my  judgment  were  in  favor  of 
the  course  Which  he  suggested;  for  it  was  then,  or 
if  not  then,  it  might  at  some  other  time,  be  in  the 
power  of  the  body  to  correct  what  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  considered  a  gross  injustice.  If 
I  am  not  mistaken,  however,  the  whole  opposi- 
tion of  t'hat  honorable  Senator  to  the  bill  was  not 
founded  upon  the  idea  that  great  injustice  had  not 
been  done  to  this  petitioner  by  the  Government, 
but  that  he  was  not  the  proper  person  to  whom 
the  money  should  be  paid.  The  Government 
made  a  contract  with  him,  whiafc  consumetl  four, 
or  five,  or  six  years  of  his  time^ during  which  he 
devoted  himself  exclusively  to  it.  He  was  still 
more  deeply  committed;  for  he,  having  but  small 
resources  of  his  own,  had  gone  to  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Missouri  and  obtained  credit  for 
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himaelf  by  thowiog  the  contract  which  be  had 
with  the  Govemmeoli  and  induced  a  number  of 
hemp-growere  in  those  States  to  embark  in  the 
experiment  with  him;  and  I  believe  in  Missouri, 
as  well  as  in  Kentucky,  they  did  embark  in  it. 
They  were  at  greatexpenseand  trouble  in  so  doing. 
They  changed  their  former  policy  in  preparing 
bemp  for  market,  and  undertook  to  water-rot  it. 

At  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  I  carefully  looked 
into  the  case,  and  examined  the  evidence  pre  and 
con.,  and  my  recollection  is,  that  the  proof  ^a» 
conclusive,  at  least  it  was  to  my  mind,  that  as 
good  water-rotled  hemp  as  was  ever  imported  into 
this  country  from  Russia,  was  prepared  by  those 
farmers,  and  sold  to  Mr.  Myerle,  or  intrusted  to 
him  for  sale  under  his  contract;  that  it  was  un- 
justly and  unfairly  condemned  at  Boston,  and 
this  memorialist,  Mr.  Myerle,  having  no  resources 
of  his  own,  it  was  sacrificed.  If  1  remember  aright, 
though  I  have  not  looked  into  it  now  for  two  or 
three  years,  the  proof  was  satisfactory,  that  though 
this  hemp  was  condemned ,  there  was  strong  reason 
to  suppose  it  was  condemned  unfairly;  that  it  was 
good  hemp,  and  that  it  was  sacrificed  under  the 
circumstances.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  Mr. 
Myerle,  having  no  resource*  of  his  own,  was 
unable  to  satisfy  those  who  furnished  it  to  him. 
Great  excitement  and  indignation  were  fell,  par- 
ticularly in  Kentucky,  and  also,  I  believe,  in 
Missouri.  Those  farmers  of  Kentucky  and  Mis- 
souri had  been  drawn  into  this  scheme  by  the  repre- 
sentations of  Mr.  Myerle,  supposing  that  he  had 
such  credit  under  bis  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment that  he  could  not  fail.  They  entered  into 
his  plans,  and  furnished  this  hemp;  but  it  ^as 
sacrificed,  as  I  have  said,  and  the  money  did  not 
get  even  into  Mr.  MyerleV  pockets.  His  credit 
was  prostrated  in  consequence,  and  he  was  utterly 
ruined. 

This  UM^  proof,  as  I  understand  it.  After 
having  nHf  not  only  his  own  time,  but  having 
contractealhese  honest  obligations  with  the  farm- 
ers of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  the  indignation 
and  excitement  of  those  farmers  against  him ,  under 
the  circumstances,  rose  to  such  a  height,  that  they 
opposed  the  making  of  any  compensation  to  him 
unless  they  could  be  secured  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Is  the  Senator  arguing  the 
motion  before  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  BELL.  I  am  only  stating  the  grounds  on 
which  I  think  this  is  not  a  fair  case,  on  any  argu- 
ment that  can  be  reasonably  presented  here,  for 
the  exercise  of  this  usage  of  sending  to  the  other 
House  for  a  bill. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  think,  had  no 
doubt  whatever  but  that  Mr.  Myerle  had  been 
deeply  aggrieved;  but  he  supposed  that  some  pro- 
vision could  be  made  legitimately,  by  which  his 
creditors  would  be  securra  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
portion  at  least  of  the  indemnity  granted  by  this 
Government.  That  question  wss  largely  and  in- 
geniously discussed;  and  it  seemed  to  be  difficult 
to  adopt  any  plan  by  which  that  security  could  be 
Ifiven  to  them.  Even  now  I  suppose  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  argument  which  was  urged  upon  that 
occasion,  we  cannot  here  undertake  to  decide  the 
relative  claims  of  the  farmers  who  produced  this 
liemp,  and  Mr.  Myerle,  to  this  indemnity.  I  think, 
however,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact 
that  the  Government  owes  this  indemnity  either  to 
one  or  the  other  of  the  parties;  and  as  Mr.  Myerle 
himself  wss  the  contractor,  the  strongest  and  most 
satisfactory  view  that -can  be  ^iven  of  the  subject 
is,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  creditors 
Kit  Mr.  Myerle,  but  that  they^  must  be  left  to  the 
courts  to  decide  upon  their  rights.  If  Congress 
•hall  grant  him  the  proposed  indemnity,  they  can 
step  in,  and,  by  resort  to  the  judicial  tribunals, 
rieht  the  wrong  which  has  been  done  them  by 
Mr.  Myerle.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think 
that  this  was  the  ground  of  opposition  offered  to 
the  bill  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
at  n  former  day, and  in  that  ground  I  sympathized 
with  him,  I  believe  he  never  impungednhe  idea 
that  great  wrong  and  injury  had  been  done  to  Mr. 
Myerle,  but  he  considered  that  greater  injury  had 
been  done  to  those  who  trusted  him  under  the 
faith  of  the  contract,  and  that  th«  imiemnity  ought 
to  so  to  them,  ai^  not  to  faim. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  the  argument 
of  theSenator  fro'm  Tennessee  is  one  relative  to  the 
merits  of  the  claim ,  and  not  in  reference  to  the  mo- 
Moo  before  the  Senate.  The  motion  before  the  Sen- 
ate, in^a  bf  tiv  geottor  from  Iniinnti,  is  opt  pf 


right,  and  not  of  favor,  and  ou^ht  not  to  be  determ- 
ined with  reference  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
claim.  Under  tlis  rules  of  the  Senate,  a  member 
voting  with  the  majority  has  three  days  within 
which  to  move  a  reconsideration.  Shall  he  lose 
this  right,  secured  to  him  by  the  rules,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  action  of  the  ministerial  officer  of 
this  body?  That  is  the  question.  Strictly,  the 
practice  ought  to  be,  that  a  bill  ought  not  to  leave 
this  body  as  long  as  that  right  attaches  to  it.  It 
ought  not  to  go  within  the  three  days,  without 
the  special  oroer  of  the  Senate,  except,  perhaps, 
towards  the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  detain  a  bill  for  that  period.  But 
as  long  as  there  is  a  right  over  the  bill  by  any 
Senator,  it  ought  not  to  go  from  under  the  control 
of  this  body,  under  proper  parliamentary*usage. 
I  am  not  familiar  with  the  usages  of  this  body; 
but  I  know,  where  the  same  rule  obtains,  the 
usage  has  been,  everywhere,  that,  as  long  as  this 
right  attaches  to  any  gentleman  to  move  to  recon- 
sider, the  subject  ought  not  to  ht  taken  beyond 
his  reach.  Now,  aa  a  Senator  has  this  right,  the 
question  is,  can  he  be  deprived  of  it  by  the  act  of 
the  ministerial  officer  of  this  House  ?  1  think  not; 
and,  therefore,  this  motion  to  put  him  in  a  con- 
dition where  he  can  use  the  power  granted  by  the 
rules,  is  a  matter  of  right,  and  not  of  favor.  It 
is  of  vastly  more  importance  to  this  body  to 
maintain  its  rights,  than  to  paas  forty  such  claims 
as  the  one  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  is,  perhaps,  proper  that  I 
should  state  that  it  was  my  intention  to  make  the 
motion  to  reconsider  yesterday;  but  I  was  out  of 
the  Chamber  at  the  time  the  Senate  adjourned,  aa 
they  adjourned  earlier  than  1  anticipated,  and, 
consequently,  I  did  not  then  make  the  motion.  I 
made  it  at  the  earliest  time  I  could  this  morning. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  however, 
has  aniicipatsd  the  remarks  which!  intended  to 
make.  He  has  presented  to  the  Senste  the  point 
on  which  this  case  turns.  Under  the  rule,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  having  voted  with  i|ie  majority, 
I  have  a  right  to  move  to  reconsider  within  three 
days.  Suppose  tbe  Secretary  had  not  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House,  it  would  have  been  clearly 
improper  to  resisVmy  motion.  The  motion  to  re- 
consider would  then  have  been  the  only  motion 
necessary.  I  do  not  intend,  by  making  the  mo- 
tion, to  reach  the  merits  of  the  bill;  and  I  deny 
that,  under  our  rules,  the  merits  of  the  claim  are 
debatable  under  this  motion.  I  have  a  right  to 
make  the  motion  under  the  rule;  and  until  the 
rule  be  altered,  the  Senate  cannot  prevent  action 
upon  my  motion. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin  stated 
that  the  precedent  set  last  week  was  only  to  cor- 
rect an  error;  that  it  was  to  correct  a  matter  of 
form,  and  not  of  substancs.  That  is  a  strange 
argument.  It  is,  in  effect,  that  the  Senate  may 
make  the  order,  for  which  I  ask  in  this  case,  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error  of  date,  but 
cannot  make  the  order  to  correct  a  matter  oC  sub- 
stance. Now,  sir,  as  I  remarked  before,  under 
the  rule  I  have  a  right  to  make  this  motion;  and  it 
should  prevail,  as  a  matter  of  course.  I  can  turn 
to  precedents  where,  when  bills  have  not  only 
been  sent  to  the  House,  but  where,  when  they 
have  been  passed  by  the  House,  they  have  been 
returned  to  the  Senate  on  their  request.  Yea,  I 
can  go  further,  and  show  precedents  where  bills 
have  passed  the  House  and  the  Senate,  and  gone 
to  the  President,  when  they  have  been  returned 
on  the  request  of  the  House  which  last  acted  upon 
them. 

I  am  violsting  no  rule  in  making  this  motion; 
but,  to  prevent  a  similar  occurrence,  and  an  ex- 
tended debate  oo  a  subject  of  this  kind  hereafter,' 
I  intend  to  move  to  amend  the  rules  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  Secretary  from  reporting  to  the  House 
any  bill  which  originates  here  until  at  least  one 
day  shall  have  elapsed,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  Senate.  There  ought  to  be  such  a  rule. 
At  least,  so  long  as  the  present  rule  exists,  that  a 
reconsideration  con  be  made  within  three  days,  no 
bill  should  be  sent  from  this  to  the  other  House, 
unless  by  order  of  the  Senate,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  three  days. 

I  have  stated  that  my  object,  in  moving  this  re- 
consideration, was  to  bring  back  this  bill,  thst  its' 
merits  might  be  reconsidered.  If  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  can  make  it  appear  that  this  claim  baa 
no  merit,  as  a  matter  of  eourae,  the  bill  ought  not 
to  paas.  HcisnotBloDcin  that  opinion.  I  find  by 


reference  to  the  Journals  that  when  this  claim  was 
last  before  the  Senate,  it  did  pass,  but  it  passed,  aa 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  has  stated,  with  an 
amendment.  What  was  that  amendment?  Itwas 
to  appropriate  fiO.OOO  instead  of  |90,000;  and  it 
passed  upon  a  vote,  by  yeas,  and  nays,  of  24  to 
!24  on  the  amendment,  the  castirvg  vote  in  favor  of 
it  being  given  bynhe  then  Vice  President. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  vote  was  not  on  the  pss> 
sage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  was  on  the  amendment  ap- 
propriating 410,000,  which,  as  a  matterof  coutW) 
affected  the  merits  of  the  question.  I  do  not  wisk 
it  to  be  underatood  that  I  have  made  a  moiioa 
which  is  not  within  the  rules.  I  submitted  a  mo' 
tion  clearly  within  the  rules,  and  one  that  has 
i;enerally  been  allowed  to  paas  without  opposi- 
tion. I  believe  this  is  the  first  instance  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body  when 
a  motion  to  return  a  bill  under  like  circumstsacei 
baa  been  resisted. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  net  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  ToonuJ 
that  the  application  now  made  to  the  Senate  iss 
matter  of  right.  The  rule  of  the  Senate  is,  that  a 
reconsideration  may  be  moved  while  the  sobject- 
matter  is  before  the  Senate,  or  in  the  iinisfssiiin  of 
the  Senate,  at  any  time  within  two  nays  soeceed- 
ing  the  day  on  which  the  vote  may  havs  been 
taken;  but  when  the  subject  has  passed  oat  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Senate,  the  motion  to  ntoo- 
sider  is  not  in  order,  manifestly  because  the  Sen- 
ate cannot  reconsider  a  vote  on  any  subject  sf 
which  it  bos  not  possession.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, that  the  Senate  now  ahoold  pass  a  vote  to 
reconsider  this  bill,  and  then  shooid  send  10  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  bill,  and  the 
House  should  dsdine  to  rettim  it.  That  shovs 
at  once  it  would  be  a  perfectly  idle  thing  for  as  to 
reconsider  a  subject  not  before  theSaoaU;  btKtlie 
rule  expressly  provides  for  it. 

Now,  sir,  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Soiste  hsi 
been,  I  believe,  from  tbe  time  when  iteoaaeaced 
its  proceedings,  that  whenever  a  bill  passes  this 
body,  so  soon  as  it  is  engrossed  and  r«adjr  to  be 
sent  to  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  it  la  takca 
by  the  Secretary,  as  a  matter  of  course,  gnhas 
there  be  some  motion  to  reconsider,  or  aalMS 
some  gentleman  intimates  to  the  Secretary  Ihst he 
doea  not  wish  the  bill  carrie4  to  the  Hoaae;  in 
which  case  it  is  always  retained  until  the  tiise  for 
a  reconsideration  has  expired,  or  until  tb*  Ssasle 
order  otherwise.  So  much  is  that  the  eonne  of 
the  Senate,  that  it  is  an  order  entered  upon  the 
Journal,  of  course,  in  every  instance,  as  Ssaston 
will  find  on  looking  at  the  Senate  Journal,  when- 
ever a  bill  passes,  that  it  shall  be  taken  to  the 
House  of  Representativea  for  iw  eoDmmate. 
Thie  is  the  form: 

"RmteeJ,  Tlist  this  biU  poM,  and  tlut  the  iHIa  anif 
be  aa  aibreaaid. 

"  OnltTti^  Thru  the  Beetenry  leqoett  iba  eMceitesee 
ofthe  UoaMorRepreaeatiiliralnttiisbfll." 

This  is  the  order,  of  course,  just  like  tbe  order 
when  a  vote  has  passed  of  which  it  is  necessary 
to  inform  the  House.  It  is  entered,  "  Otimd, 
That  the  Secretary  inform  tbe  House  of  Repr*- 
sentetives  accordingly."  It  is  a  regular  oitllt 
entered  in  every  instance,  and  to  be  executed  isH 
.mediately,  unless  there  be  some  intimation  (0  the 
contrary. 

Mr.  BELL.    Will  the  Senator  read  the  rule? 

Mr.  BADGER.  These  are  the  words  of  the 
rule: 

"  so.  When  a  que«floD  bas  lieen  onre  nude  mat  csnM 
In  thn  affirmative,  nr  aegallve,  II  shall  be  in  order  Ibt  asy 
member  of  the  majority  in  move  (hr  Che  reeoniiitwlitaa 
Iherenr;  hut  nn  motion  fbr  the  recooaiderattaa  of  sayv**' 
aball  be  In  order  alter  a  bill,  reaolotion,  Bifaae,iy*, 
amPndmenf,  or  motion,  upon  which  tbe  vote  was  MtcSi 
shall  bave  tone  ont  of  the  pustaaion  of  Ibe  Hiasfci  sa- 
nouncing  their  decision;  nor  shall  any  mocioa  Ac  maa- 
aideradon  be  in  order,  nnleas  nude  on  tiie  saate  day  •■ 
whlcb  tbe  vole  was  uken,  or  wilfein  the  two  MXI  Mj*  ef 
actual  aession  of  the  Senate  tbereaAer." 

Pint,  it  cannot  be  moved  after  the  wHW  bsi 
^one  out  of  the  possession  of  the  Senate;  noreaa 
It  be  moved  after  the  expiration  of  two  day*  ne- 
ceeding  the  day  on  vKkm  the  vote  waa  taks«_. 

Now,  sir,  having  said  this,  although  I  bsiievc, 
with  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  PcaBca,] 
that  it  is  establishing  in  itself  rather  a  dangereas 
practice  for  the  Senate  to  commence  seotniig  le 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  tatvnsf 
private  bills  upon  which  it  has  passed,  for  rsesa- 
sideration  upon  their  merits;  nevertbsleaa,  nadtf 
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th*  dreoaattncM  of  thia  com,  I  Bball  vole  for  the 
aolioa  nmde  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  I  ahall 
4*  it  for  thia  raaaon:  The  rcmarki  nude  in  the 
Senate  thia  morning  have  been  upon  the  merita  of 
Ike  meaiure.  The  measure  haa  been  denounced. 
It  haa  been  aaaerted  that  the  claim  ta  groundleaa. 
It  haa  been  aaid  that  if  an  opportunity  be  offered, 
gcatiemen  can  aho  w  it  to  be  groundleaa.  1  believe 
the  claim  to  be  a  good  one;  1  have  been  aalisfied 
«f  that  for  years;  but  if,  under  these  circuraatancea, 
tad  with  tneae  denunciations,  and  with  theae  con- 
ident  proraiaea  of  saceeaaful  destruction  of  the 
OMfila  of  this  rJaim,  1  should  vote  against  asking 
(he  Houaeof  ReprcaentatiTea  to  return  the  bill,  it  . 
niebi  scan  as  if  1  were  disposed,  fmm  an  acci- 
imtal  cireamataaect  to  prevent  gentlemen  from 
btviag  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  thia 
bill:  aod  thereby,  if  the  Senate  ahould  adopt  that 
csuise,  if  thoae  of  us  who  voted  for  thai  bill,  and 
think  it  right,  should  adopt  that  course,  it  would 
becakulaiued  indirectly,  in  my  opinion,  to  dn  more 
iojury  to  the  claim  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
■eotaiiTaa,  than  the  axaminationa  of  gentlemen 
opposed  to  it  will  do  it  when  the  question  comes 
oMer  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  That  ia 
■ay  view  of  it. 

Now,  air,  with  regard  to  the  practice  of  the  Sen- 
ale  prerioasly,  I  am  aware  that  since  I  have  been 
a  menber  of  the  body,  on  acreral  occasions  votes 
of  this  kind  have  been  taken  for  returning  billa. 
I  have,  iMwever,  no  recollection  of  one,  except  in 
the  oaae  of  a  bill,  which  might  be  considered  as 
of  soata  national  importance.  And  the  Senator 
from  ladiaoa,  I  thinlt,  ia  miataken  in  auppoaing 
(hat  sock  Tolas  have  alwaya  paaaed  without  op- 
poMioB.  I  remember  very  well  a  bill  for  which 
I  voted  here,  which  waa  introduced,  or,  at  leaat 
supported  by  Mr.  Braeae  when  he  was  a  Senator 
from  llfinois,  and  in  which  he  took  a  great  inter- 
«M.  I  had  voted  for  the  bill  on  ita  third  reading, 
and  it  waa  passed.  The  same  thing  took  place 
then  aa  take*  place  every  day:  The  Secretary  re- 
eeivine  no  notice  to  the  contrary,  of  course  carried 
the  b£  to  the  Hooat.  On  the  next  day,  Mr.  Al- 
ien, then  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  desired  to  submit 
a  motion  for  reconsideration,  ^and  desired  that 
some  Senator  who  had  voted  for  the  bill  would 
do  il,  as  he  waa  absent  at  the  time.  It  was  a  bill 
of  very  conaiderabic  importance;  1  do  not  now 
remember  what  it  was.  The  difficulty  was  sn- 
aounced  to  him  at  once  -by  the  Presiding  Officer, 
that  the  bill  waa  out  of  the  possessian  of  the  Sen- 
sie;  and  I  thereupon  moved  an  order  that  a  re- 
)|Dcst  ba  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
■he  letnm  of  that  bill.  It  waa  done;  but  Mr- 
Breeae,  who  waa  intereated  in  the  bill,  opposed 
the  order;  and  my  impression  is  that  he  opposed 
it  very  atroogly.  Certainly,  I  know  it  waa  car- 
ried against  his  opposition.  But  under  the  cir- 
cumstaoeca  of  thia  caae.  I  think  we  should  adopt 
thia  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
and  have  the  bill  returned,  in  order  that  hia  motion 
for  reeonaideration  may  be  entered  and  considered. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Mr.  President,  I  have  an  ap- 
peal to  make  to  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  take  the 
vote  on  the  motion  which  haa  been  submitted  by 
my  friend  from  Indiana,  I  apprehend  that  when 
we  come  to  take  the  vote,'there  will  be  no  diveraity 
of  opinion  on  that  question;  and  yet,  we  have 
been  engaged  during  the  laat  hour  m  diacoaaing 
the  mcnia  of  a  bill  now  pending  in  the  Houae  of 
Reprcaenlatires.  Everyoody  knowa  that,  under 
the  rule,  if  the  bill  was  here  in  the  possession  of 
the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would  have 
a  right  Co  move  its  reconsideration ;  but  the  Secre- 
tary haa  token  that  bill  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
scnialives.  The  act  of  that  officer,  as  a  matter  of 
oooiaa,  cannot  deprive  the  Senator  firoro  Indiana  of 
any  riehts  that  are  given  to  him  under  the  rules 
of  thelMidy.  He  has,  therefore,  a  right  to  make 
Ae  motion;  and  if  it  becomea  neceaaary  to  aend 
io  the  Hooss  of  Representatives  for  that  bill,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  exercise  the  ri^ht,  I  appre- 
hend there  is  no  Senator  here  who  will  deny  it  to 
him.  But  I  do  appeal  to  the  Senate  not  to  go  into 
a  diseuasion  of  the  merits  of  a  bill  which  is  not 
pending  before  ua  at  all.  Let  us  gel  that  bill  back 
before  the  Senate;  and  then,  if  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  can  aatisfy  me  thst  I  voted  incorrectly 
ycatsrday,  1  ahall  immediately  proceed  to  repair 
the  injury  I  have  done.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  I  shall  be  able  to  show  conclusively  that 
David  Myeria  haa  a  just  and  equitable  demand 
agaiBat  thia  GkiTsmment.    At  all  aventa,  I  am 


willing  to  hear  a  full  investigation  of  that  question. 
Let  us  therefore  conclude  to  pass  this  resolution, 
send  to  the  House  of  Repreaenlatives  for  the  bill, 
get  it  again  iu  our  possession,  reconsider  it  if  you 
choose,  and  then,  unless  the  friends  of  the  bill  can 
show  it  to  be  just  and  eq'uituble,  let  it  be  voted 
down.  1  appeal  to  the  Senate,  therefore,  not  to 
discuss  this  question,  upon  which  1  apprehend 
tliere  is  no  ditference  of  opinion;  but  let  us  at  once 
send  for  the  bill,  get  it  into  our  posaesaion,  and 
then  decide  it  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  Preaident,  I  do  not  know 
for  what  reaaon  honorable  Senators  have  brought 
me  in  connection  with  this  bill,  except  for  thelact 
that  when  it  was  casualty  taken  up  yesterday,  out  I 
of  what  I  considered  to  be  its  proper  order,  I,  | 
having  undeistood,  at  a  former  session  of  the , 
Senate,  when  it  was  before  the  body,  that  it 
underwent  the  opposition  of  a  gentleman  whose 
argument  had  great  weight  on  my  mind,  and 
which  1  could  nut  distinctly  recollect,  I  waa  deai- 
ruus  to  have  it  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amination. Well,  sir,  that  courtesy  or  request, 
or  whatever  you  may  pleaae  tu  call  it,  waa  refused 
to  me  by  a  very  decided  vote.  I  therefore  con- 
tented myself  with  calling  for  the  reading  of  the 
report,  and  with  stating  my  objections  to  the  claim 
aa  they  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  report.  The 
Seoau  then  decided  the  bill.  It  is  at  no  inatance 
of  mine  that  this  mouon  is  now  made;  nor  do  I 
care,  in  any  resjiect,  whether  the  bill  be  reconsid- 
ered or  not;  nor  am  1  at  all  aure  that,  if  it  be  re- 
considered, I  shall  open  my  lips  in  reference  to  it, 
though  I  shall  ceruiniy  lake  the  trouble  to  look 
into  the  papers  in  the  caae  for  my  own  satiafao- 
tioo,  and  in  order  to  govern  my  own  vote. 

Sir,  t  have  had  some  experience  here,  as  to  the 
inutility  of  the  labor  ofinvestigating  private  claims. 
1  do  not  mean  to  give  to  them  that  labor  and  lime 
which  1  have  hitherto  given,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
cussion, though  I  certainly  shall  aa  regards  my 
own  individual  action.  I  am  not  deairous  to  Ires- 
pass  upon  the  time  of  the  Senate,  in  regard  to 
matters  which  cannot  draw  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers of  the  body,  'because  they  do  not  involve 
popular  applause.  They  are  the  mere  perform- 
ance of  duty,  a  duty  to  the  public;  and  though  I 
have  been  a  member  of  this  body  for  but  a  short 
period,  I  have  been  here  too  long  not  to  know 
that  the  performance  of  a  duty  to  the  public, 
which  ttttachea  no  political  importance  otherwise, 
is  not  one  conaiderM  of  any  extensive  or  prevailing 
moment  here. 

But  on  this  question  I  have  a  remark  to  make. 
I  have  nothing  now  to  do  with  the  merita  of  this 
claim;  but  the  question  ia  on  reconsideration,  or 
rather,  on  the  preliminary  motion  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  which  ia  necessary  before 
a  motion  to  reconaider  can  be  made.  By  ihe  rules 
of  the  Senate,  token  altogether,  the  intention  ob- 
vioualy  ia,  thai  within  three  days  or  two  days, 
whichever  you  will,  a  motion  mav  be  made  to 
reconsider  any  bill  which  has  passed  this  body.  I 
sdmil  the  qualification  that  il  haa  not  passed  from 
the  possession  of  the  body;  if  it  has,  you  must,  of 
course,  resort  to  the  motion  now  made.  But  if  you 
give  the  construction  con  tended  for  on  the  other  side, 
tbatbecausea  bill  has  been  hurried  off,  immediately 
after  its  paaaage,  to  the  other  House,  therefore  it 
ahall  not  be  reconsidered,  you  are  leaving  the  quea- 
tion  of  the  right  of  a  Senator  to  move  a  reconsider- 
ation entirely  to  the  caprice  of  your  administrative 
officer.  Now,  I  am  not  disposed  to  give  any  such 
construction  to  the  rule,  In  every  case,  whether 
I  am  opposed  to  or  in  faror  of  a  bill,  whenever  a 
motion  is  made  to  reconsider,  if  it  ought  to  be  re- 
considered, I  shall  be  always  willing  to  send  to 
the  House  for  it,  if  it  iball  have  gone  there;  for  I 
can  see  no  objection  arising  to  that  course.  I 
ahall  vote,  therefore,  for  the  preseql  motion,  with- 
out reference  to  what  course  I  may  take,or  whether 
I  will  open  my  lips  or  not  in  regard  to  the  merita 
of  the  claim  when  it  comes  before  the  body. 

Sir,  it  has  pleased  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Nor^h  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  to  make  the  re- 
mark'—and  I  suppose  from  the  rest  of  the  current 
of  the  debate,  I  have  a  right  to  apply  il  to  myself 
— thai  confident  promiaea  have  been  made  that 
this  bill  could  be  successfully  contested.  If  that 
remark  was  applied  to  me,  (and  I  only  draw  the 
conjectural  inference  from  other  remarks  in  the 
debate,)  I  can  aay  to  the  honorable  Senator  that  I 
made  no  such  allegation.  I  did  atate  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Indiana  that  1  thought  I  CQtild 


convince  him — that  I  fell  confident  I  could  con- 
vince him — this  bill  ought  not  to  have  been  passed. 
Sir,  I  should  consider  it  a  hopeless  task  to  attempt 
to  convince  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  that  any  bill  in  favor  of  a  private  claim 
against  the  Government  ought  not  to  be  passed. 
1  confess,  too,  that  I  should  have  very  little  confi> 
dence  indeed  of  arresting  a  claim  in  any  case  in- 
volving a  large  amount  of  gratuities  to  individuals, 
with  the  knowledge  I  have  had,  and  the  experience 
I  have  gathered, of  the  individual  influences  which 
are  brought  to  bear,  and  the  fact  that  those  who 
are  tn  act  as  judges  in  reference  to  claims  are 
assailed  out  of  doors  "by  a  thousand  personal  ex 
parte  explanations;  and  that  the  whole  case  itself 
IS  always  based  on  ex  parte  representations— on 
ex  pcarte  evidence.  Although  this  is  undeniably 
the  fact,  yet,  when  arSenator  undertakes  to  inves- 
tigate it,  when  he  desires  simply  that  justice  shall 
be  done  between  the  Government  and  the  individ- 
ual, he  cannot  get  any  persons  to  listen  to  him. 
He  is  considered  tedious,  though  he  is  investiga- 
ting questions  which  he  considers  a  matter  of  duty, 
which  involves,  if  you  please,  even  to  a  minor 
degree,  the  interests  of  the  Government,  but  still 
involve  them  extensively  as  affording  a  precedent. 
He  can  gel  scarcely  a  quorum  of  the  body  to 
listen  to  him.  They  would  rather  take  their  in- 
formation from  the  out-door  statements  of  indi- 
viduals interested  in  the  claim.  Wub  the  knowl- 
edge I  have  arrived  at  of  the  great  extent  to  which 
the  practice  of  appealing  to  Senaiurs  by  individ- 
uals who  are  commissioned  and  employed,  re- 
ceiving their  per  centogeforthat  purpose, is  carried 
by  operating  on  Ihe  individual  votfs  of  membera, 
and  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  indisposition  of  tha 
Senate  to  bear  the  public  discussion  of  a  private 
claim,  on  the  grouna  that  it  has  not  sufficient  no- 
toriety to  raise  the  reputation  of  the  individual 
who  chooses  to  connect  himself  with  it,  I  certainly 
feel  no  disposition,  whatever  my  own  conviction! 
may  be,  to  attempt,  and  certainly  I  cannot  expect, 
to  convince  the  Senate  of  the  propriety  of  those 
convictions;  but  I  did  think, and  I  think  still,  that 
I  might  be  able  to  convince  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana  of  the  impropriety  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  Presiilent,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  seems 
not  to  be  exactly  in  a  good  and  pleasant  humor  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  He  sava  that,  if  1  meant 
to  intimate  in  what  I  said,  that  be  had  announced 
an  ability  to  show  that  this  claim  was  not  well 
founded,  i  made  a  mistake.  He  announces,  how- 
ever, that  he  did-say  in  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
that  he  thought  he  could  convince  him ;  but  he  saya 
he  nevefc.did  think  that  he  should  be  able  to  con- 
vince me  that  any  private  claim  againat  thia  Got- 
ernment  was  not  well  founded. 

Well  now,  tit,  the  first  proposition  which  the 
honorable  Senator  has  laid  down,  that  he  will  be 
able  to  convince  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  t  have 
no  doubt  is  true,  for  the  reason  that  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  announced  this  morning,  if  I 
understood  him,  that  he  is  alresdy  convinced  this 
is  not  a  good  claim,  and  it  will  not  require  any 
extraordinary  skill  in  dialectics  to  convince  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  that  the  opinion  which  he 
has  now  formed  is  a  correct  one. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  know  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  would  not  willingly  misrepresent  me 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  made  no  auch  statement  as 
he  attributes  to  me. 

Mr.  BADGER,    t  so  understood  the  Senotor. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Then  the  Senator  misunder- 
stood me. 

Mr.  BADGER.  At  lesst  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana intimated,  if  I  understood  him,  that  tha 
opinion  under  which  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  tha 
claim  bad  been  greatly  shaken  by  something  ha 
had  heard,  or  something  he  had  looked  into,  since 
the  vote  was  taken.  Under  such  circumstances, 
perhaps,  the  Senator  from  Delaware  may  be  able 
to  produce  that  conviction  in  him. 

But,  sir,  the  frnator  says  he  has  no  expecta- 
tion of  ever  convincing  me  that  any  claim  against 
this  Government  is  unfounded.  Well,  sir,  one 
thing  is  very  certain;  that  if,  upon  an  examinO'T 
tion  of  a  claim,  I  am  satisfied,  on  looking  into  the 
facte  and  the  evidence,  that  the  claim  is  well 
founded,  the  honorable  gentleman^  propoaition 
is  true;  for  with  the  most  profound  respect  for  tha 
clearneaa  and  aouteness  of  his  understanding,  and 
the  regular  procesaaa  by  which  h«  amrt*  a(  hi* 
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concluatona,  I  must,  at  last,  regolate  myself  by 
the  deductions  of  my  own  judgment.  If  the  Sen- 
ator, means  to  intimate  that  1  vote  for  claims  be- 
cause they  are  claims,  and  am  careless  and  indif- 
ferent whether  they  are  well  or  ill  founded,  1  have 
only  to  say  to  the  honorable  Senator,  that  such  a 
charge  as  that,  come  from  what  quarter  it  may,  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  remark  upon.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  if  I  had  not  characler  enough  to 
stand  under  such  an  insinuation  coming  from  any 
quarter.  But  this  I  will  say  for  nf^self,  that  1  uni- 
formly vote  for  every  claim  upon  this  Government 
which  I  think  has  a  foundation  either  in  legal  jus- 
tice or  natural  equity.  1  adopt  precisely  the  same 
rules  in  paying  claims  upon  this  Government  that 
I  feel  myself  bound  to  adopt,  as  a  man,  in  paying 
claims  upon  myself.  Ana  as  1  never  atop  to  in- 
quire, when  a  sum  of  money  fsjually  due  from  me, 
whether  the  payment  of  it  can  be  enforced  by  law; 
neither,  when  I  am  satisfied  that  in  equity  a  claim 
has  a  foundation  against  this  Government,  do  1 
stop  to  inquire  whether  it  is  a  claim  founded  U|>on 
what  is  called  strict  law. 

Sir,  I  have' announced  repeatedly  a  general  rule 
of  mine  upon  this  subject,  which  does  not  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
which  he  has  stated,  on  several  occasions,  did  not 
meet  his  approbation,  and  which  he  thinks  is 
wrong,  and  the  consequences  of  which  he  thinks 
would  be  ruinous.  It  is,  that  where  s  private 
claim  has  been  examined  by  a  committee  of  this 
body,  and  the  facta  of  that  case  are  reported  to 
this  body  with  a  bill  for  relief,  I  will  submit  my 
judgment  to  the  decision  of  that  committee,  if  they 
are  -unanimouv.  I  repeat  now,  that  it  must  be  a 
very  extraordinary  case  where  I  will  undertake, 
upon  an  investigation  of  the  facts,  to  overturn  the 
deductions  made  unanimously  by  a  committee  of 
this.  body. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  with  regard  to  the  remark 
which  I  made,  and  which  h^s  been  commented  on 
by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  let  me  say  that  I 
intended  nothing,  and  everybody  understood  that 
I  did  not,  by  the  observation  which  1  made,  ex- 
cept this:  I  had  no  reference  to  the  Senator  from 
Delaware;  but  more  than  one  gentleman — the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  among  others — said  thia  was 
a  bad  claim,  and  could  be  shown  to  be  so,  though 
he  did  not  know  that  I  should  undertake  it.  I 
then  said,  iind  1  repeat,  besides  other  reasons  for 
voting  for  this  motion,  I  Bo  not  choose;  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  right;  it  would  be  unjust  to  our- 
selves, to  have  it  supposed  that  we  voted  for  a 
claim  which  we  did  not  believe  was  correct,  or 
which  we  feared  would  not  stand  the  teat  of  inves- 
tigation; and  that  auch  an  impression-'would  be 
<ar  more  injurious  to  this  claim  in  the  other  House 
than  anything  which  can  be  offered  against  it  upon 
its  merits  here.  I  meant  to  assign  that  as  my 
reason.  It  was  because  1  have  had  some  famil- 
iarity with  this  claim;  I  have  examined  it;  I  have 
discussed  it;  and  every  renewed  examination  has 
strengthened  my  conviction  of  the  equity  of  this 
demand.  It  is  on  that  ground  that  I  have  uni- 
formly voted  for  it;  and,  unless  I  be  satisfied  to 
the  contrary,  I  shall  certainly  vote  for  it  kgain; 
and,  although  I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  will  convince  me,  yet  I 
will  say,  clearly  and  undoubtedly,  that  if  he  does 
convince  me  that  this  claim  is  unfounded  and 
unjust,  T  will  join  him  in  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  am  very  reluctant  to  say 
another  word  on  this  point,  and  I  should  not  do 
so  but  that  I  think  it  necessary.  I  believe  I  was 
the  first  who  suggested  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  send  a  request  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, asking  for  the  return  of  this  bill;  but  I 
believe  the  objection  I  then  made  to  it  has  been 
considered  by  some  Senators— my  colleague,  I 
think,  among  others — as  denying  to  a  member 
the  right,  which  he  has  under  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  move  a  reconsideration  within  three  days. 
Now  I  desire  to  soy  that  1  have  looked  at  the  rule 
in  question,  and  I  find  there  are  two  qualifications 
to  the  right  to  move  a  reconsidftation.  The  first 
is,  that  the  bill  shall  still  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  second  Is,  that  the  motion  shall  be 
made  on  the  same  d^y  that  the  bill  is  disposed  of, 
er  within  two  days  thereafter.  It  Is  manifest  that 
this  right  is  qualified  as  well  by  the  first  clause  of 
the  rule,  as  by  the  second.  It  may  be  very  well 
to  modify  your  rules  so  as  to  require  a  bill  to  be 
retained  until  the  expiration  of  the  period  within 
which  a  reeooaideration  is  allowed  to  be  moved; 


but  as  the  rule  stands  at  present,  it. does  not  seem 
to  me  that  this  is  a  matter  of  right,  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  favor.  In  practice,  when  a  bill  is 
passed,  it  is  always  indorsed  with  an  o'rder  that 
the  Secretary  shall  take  it  to  the  House.  There 
is  no  limitation  of  time  within  which  that  shall 
be  done.  But,  sir,  as  there  has  been  very  much 
earnestness  manifested  about  this  matter,  1  do  not 
think  it  proper  to  continue  any  opposition  to  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  I  shall 
vote  with  the  rest  of  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  PETriT.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  vole  for 
the  motion  made  by  my  colleague  for  recalling  this 
bill,  briefly  for  the  following  reasons:  Being  sin- 
cerelya  friend  of  the  bill,  not  only  from  one  but  from 
repeated  and  thorough  investigationsof  its  merits, 
and  being  desirous  that  the  claim  shall  pass,  I  be- 
lieve, with  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  that 
the  discussion  we  have  had  here  to-day  will  tend 
more  to  retard  it  or  defeat,  it  in  the  House  than  the 
reconsideration  of  it  will  here.  And  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  that  we  may  remove  the  impression 
that  the  discussion  here  this  morning  will  be 
likely  to  have  on  the  members  of  the  House  to 
defeat  the  bill  there,  I  shall  vote  to  recall  it  here, 
and  put  it  again  on  its  passage.  I  do  not  appre- 
hend that  anything  is  to  be  feared  by  the  friends 
of  this  bill  from  a  more  thorough  and  wider  ex- 
amination. I  believe  it  is  due  to  the  Senate  that 
it  should  be  recalled  under  the  circumstances. 
When  any  Senator  says  he  has  been  mistaken  in 
whole  or  in  part  in  regard  to  a  bill,  and  is  satisfied 
that  he  should  not  have  voted  as  he  did,  within 
the  time  limited  by  the  rule,  I  think  it  is  fair  and 
proper  that  the  bill  should  be  recalled.  I  think  it 
IS  right  to  do  it  in  this  case;  and  in  order  to  avoid 
the  injury  which  the  debate  of  this  morning  must 
necessarily  have  upon  this  measure,  I  shall  vote 
to  recall  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  certainly  did 
not  intend,  in  any  remark  of  mine,  to  make  an 
insinuation  as  regards  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina.  I  meant,  however,  to  express 
the  opinion  which  I  entertain,  that  the  action  of 
his  intellect  in  reference  to  this  class  of  claims, 
that  his  course  of  action  in  reference  to  them  in 
the  Senate,  was  such  that  1  should  consider  it 
hopeless  in  any  case  for  me  to  endeavor  to  con- 
vince him  that  a  claim  in  favor  of  a  private  in- 
dividual, (reported,  of  course,  by  a  committee  to 
the  Senate,)  wasonewhich  ought  not  to  be  passed. 
I  drew  that  conclusion  from  my  observation  of 
his  anterior  course  in  the  Senate.  I  have  heard 
that  honorable  Senator  frequently  avow  the  opin- 
ion that  the  report  of  a  committee  in  favor  of  a 
claim  should  be  conclusive,  and  1  think  on  former 
occasions  he  did  not  even  make  the  qualification 
he  now  makes,  that  the  report  should  be  unani- 
mous; but  if  there  wasa  report,  he  should  consider 
himself  bound  by  the  report,  and  should  vote  for 
it  without  investigation.  Sir,  the  experience  which 
I  have  had ,  (either  on  committees  as  to  their  modes 
of  invesiigation,or  from  reading  their  reports  as  to 
the  results  at  which  they  have  arrived)  will  not  jus- 
tify me  in  according  with  his  views,  and  attaching 
to  these  reports  the  weight  which  he  gives  to  them. 
I  consider  that  basis  of  action  as  one  which  leads 
to  great  injury  and  great  injustice  to  the  public. 

The  whole  mode  of  the  examination  of  private 
claims  is  on  testimony  which  is  produced  by  the 
claimant  at  his  own  suggestion  and  on  his  own 
papers  alohe,  ex  parte  throughout.  Those  papers 
are  referred  to  a  committee;  and  the  practice  has 
become  such  now,  that  constantly  the  claim  of  the 
claimant  is  referred  to  the  Representative  from 
his  own  State,  and  that  claim  Is  investigated  under 
the  bias,  natural  to  a  representative  in  favor  of  a 
private  claim  preferred  by  his  constituent  in  which 
there  are  private  interests  on  the  one  side  and  the 
unprotected  public  on  the  other.  Yet  I  am  asked 
to  lake  reports  so  made,  when  I  have  examined 
report  upon  report  and  found  when  I  came  (t  ex- 
amine the  testimony  that  in  nine  cases  out  often, 
before  any  decent,  respectable  jury  in  this  coun- 
try, the  verdict,  on  the  plaintifTs  own  evidence, 
would  be  unquestionably  against  him  !  The  Gov- 
ernment is  entirely  unrepresented;  the  claimant's 
evidence  is  altogether  ex  parte,  and  from  such  evi- 
dence the  report  is  made  up.  It  may  suit  the  pe- 
culiar structure  of  some  minds  to  lake  these  things 
for  granted;  but  certainly  I  differ  entirely  from 
the  Senator  from  Noth  Carolna  on  that  point. 
Therein  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  think  not. 

1  know  that  it  ia  a  very  agreeabi*  thing  to  vote 


In  favor  of  private  etairos.  I  dare  aay  it  makes 
Individual  friends.  I  dare  say  it  gets  individual 
popularity.  I  know  very  well  it  is  a  thankless 
duty  to  oppose  private  claims  against  the  public, 
because  the  public  care  nothing  about  it,  and 
know  nothing  about  it.  I  did  not  come  here  for 
any  sucli  purpose.  But  for  myself,  whenever  I 
have  anything  to  act  upon,  I  mean  to  endeavor  to 
do  it  according  to  my  convictions  of  duty.  Sit- 
cing  here  in  the  light  in  which  I  suppose  I  sit  as  ■ 
Senator  on  a  private  claim,  to  pasa  my  individual 
judgment  upon  the  propriety  of  making  the  United 
States  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  party, 
I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  duty  to  pass 
it,  without  endeavoring  to  get  at  the  facta  of^  th* 
case  and  the  principle  upon  which  the  allowance 
is  to  be  made.  I  endeavor  to  do  that  in  every 
case  where  it  is  possible;  and  where  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  me  to  look  into  it,  I  inquire  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  from  some  Sienator  who  has 
taken  the  trouble  to  examine  them.  Usually,  I 
take  the  trouble  to  read  the  report  itself.  If  any 
thing  in  the  terms  or  principle  of  that  report  at- 
tracts my  attention,  as  requiring  further  investiga- 
tion, I  turn  to  the  evidence  of  the  cose  in  order  to 
see  if  it  sustains  the  principle  upon  which  the  re- 
port professes  to  be  based. 

Sir,  I  am  so  entirely  satisfied,  in  my  own  mind, 
of  the  total  incompetency  of  this  body  for  the  de- 
cision of  these  mattera;  I  am  so  entirely  satisfied, 
in  my  own  mind,  that  a  system  of  looseness  antl 
carelessness  has  sprung  up  here  in  reference  to  the 
passage  of  claims  of  individuals  against  the  public, 
that  I  think  I  should  be  safe  in  the  performance 
of  duty  if  I  were  to  assume  that  I  would  vote  for 
no  private  claim  brought  before  the  body.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  a  notorious  fact — as  I  am  assured  by 
gentlemen  of  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  of  which  body  1  have  never  been  a 
member,  and  of  course  1  do  not  therefore  know 
the  fact  personally — that  this  body,  as  a  body,  is 
so  sunk  in  its  character, from  the  looseness  of  the 
mode  in  which  it  passes  private  claims,  that,  in 
the  estimation  of  the  coordinate  branch  of  the  tie- 
gislature,  the  reports  of  its  committees  upon  such 
claims  are  treated  almost  with  contempt,  and  are 
considered  as  entitled  to  no  weight  at  all.  If  that 
be  so,  is  it  not  right  that  we  should  pause  in  thia 
matter? 

Have  I  not  the  right  to  say,  when  reports  of 
this  kind  ara  made  the  ground  for  the  specific 
action  of  Senatora,  that  I  cannot  hope  to  convince 
a  Senator  when  he  pins  his  faith  on  pspera  or  doc- 
uments like  these  ?  Sir,  I  shall  never  makeagainat 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  or 
any  other  man,  any  insinuation,  either  here  or 
outside  of  this  Hall,  which  I  am  not  willing  to 
make  in  its  broadest  and  most  distintt  'terms.  I 
used  the  expression  that  1  never  hoped  to  convince 
him — in  order  to  express  in  the  strongest  language 
in  which  1  could  express  the  fact,  that,  owing  to 
the  difference  in  the  structura  of  our  minds,  he 
was  willing  to  take  upon  faith  these  reports  of 
committees,  whereas  my  convictions,  from  inves- 
tigation,bad  been,  that  most  of  theclaims  you  pasa 
here  are  either  utterly  baseless,  or  so  grossly  ex- 
aggerated in  amount,  that,  as  between  uidividualSi 
they  would  be  pronounced  extortion. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  voted  for  this  bill,  and  I  cer- 
tainly did  it  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
founded  upon  principles  that  were  just  In  them- 
selves, and  such  as  appealed  strongly  to  the  good 
sense  and  to  the  propriety  of  the  Senate.  I  am 
still  of  that  opinion.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware,  that  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee is  entitled  to  so  little  respect  as  he  seems  to 
think  it  is.  Why,  sir,  for  what  do  you  constitute 
your  committees?  You  eonstltote  them  with  a 
view  to  investigate  alt  the  facts  on  which  their 
report  is  predicated.  Their  report  is  mhde  to  the 
Senate,  embodying  the  facts  on  which  the  SeM>« 
is  to  act.  It  is  not  supposed  that  every  member 
of  the  Senate  can  go  into  the  committee  room  and 
investigate  all  the  testimony  which  is  brought 
before  chat  committee.  The  committee  is  consti- 
tuted with  the  view  and  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating the  testimonjr  and  reporting  the  facts  to  the 
Senate.  Then,  sir,  it  is  respectful  to  a  committee, 
when  they  make  a  report  to  the  Senate,  embody- 
ing the  facts,  at  least  to  consider  that  they  have 
acted  upon  fair,  correct,  and  honorable  princi- 
ples, without  even  casting  a  suspicion  upon  the 
motives  by  which  they  roayormay  nothave  been 
iaflaenced. 
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Mr.  BAYARD,  t  have  cast  no  sospicion  upon 
anybody. 

Mr.  DIXON.  1  do  not  mean  to  aay  that  the 
Senator  casts'suspicion  on  anybody ;  but  his  argu- 
ment is  directly  at  war  with  the  idea  that  the  com- 
mittees have  done  iheir  duty.  There  is  something 
in  the  manner,  something  in  the  tone  of  the  Sen- 
ator, which  strikes  at  the  propriety  of  the  action 
of  our  committees,  and  which  is  calculated  to  make 
an  impression  on  the  Senate  that  the  report  made 
by  the  committee,  in  this  case,  is  not  fo.unded  on 
the  facts;  or  that  the  committee  is  so  obtuse  in  its 
perceptions  of  what  is  right,  resulting  from  the 
testimony,  that  it  is  wholly  incapable  of  arriving 
at  anythuig  like  a  correct  conclusion;  and  that  its 
member^  are  improper  judges  of  what  should  be 
ascertained  from  that  testimony.  You  cannot 
understand  the  Senator's  argument  as  meaning 
anything  else. 

Nor,  sir,  can  I  admit'  the  honorable  Senator's 
argument  in  another  view  of  it,  viz:  that  this  body 
is  passing  claims  which  have  no  merit  in  them. 
It  18  a  fact,  which  cannot  be  disputed,  that  this 
Government,  instead  of  doing  Justice  to  clainanla, 
is  too  frequently  in  the  habit  of  withholding  jus- 
tice from  them.  Instead  of  coming  to  the  rescue 
of  those  who  have  claims  on  her,  she  tramples' 
their  petitions  under  foot,  and  treats  the  petition- 
ers as  unworthy  of  the  aid  or  assistance  of  the 
Government  they  may  have  served.  You  have 
but  to  look  to  the  history  of  the  past;  you  have 
but  to  look  to  petition  after  petition,  and  memorial 
after  memorial, presented  hereby  the  revolutionary 
soldiers  and  their  descendants,  and  there  you  find 
that  the  Government,  instead,  of  acting  upon  the 
principles  which  the  Senator  seems  to  attribute  to 
It,  has  acted  upon  motives  of  parsimony,  re§jard- 
less  of  justice,  defiant  of  all  the  great  principles 
which  should  influence  governments  which  act 
upon  great  patriotic  ideas.  It  has,  in  fact,  looked 
rather  at  the  dollars  and  cents,  than  to  meting  out 
justice  to  those  who  have  been  foremost  in  sus- 
taining the  great  principles  upon  which  all  our 
rights  are  depenaent.  I  have  not  found  that 
looseness,  which  the  Senator  seems  to  attribute  to 
the  Government,  in  passing  laws  for  the  benefit 
of  its  citizens.  God  knows  how  many  bills  are 
now  upon  the  table,  how  many  petitions  are  be- 
fore your  committees,  how  many  reports  have 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  petitioners.'  How,  sir, 
have  the/  lingered  here  in  the  Senate,  and  how 
have  the^  been  delayed  after  passing  this  body? 
Poor  claimants  may  be  sufiering,  yea,  almost 
perishing,  for  the  want  of  that  attention  which 
should  be  given  to  their  claims,  some  of  which 
appeal  in  powerful  language  to  the  heart  of  every 
man  who  loves  justice,  and  is  grateful  to  those 
who  assisted  in  defending  the  rightsand  interests 
of  the  country. 

I  shall,  Mr.  President,  vote  for  the  return  of 
this  bill,  not  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  vote 
which  I  gave  yesterday  was  not  correct,  but  be- 
cause I  think  it  due  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
if  he  desires  to  investigate  the  testimony  upon 
which  the  report  has  been  founded,  that  he  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  It  is  due  to 
me,  too,  because  my  opinion  is  predicated  upon 
the  report.  That  report  establishes  two  facts: 
First,  that  the  petitioner  was  employed — which 
was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  an  employ msnt 
binding,  in  my  opinion,  upon  the  honor  of  this 
country — by  one  of  the  D^iurtmenls  of  the  Gov-, 
cmment,  to  make  the  experiment  which  wasBiade 
of  water-roitiiu:  hemp.  He  did  make  it;  the  com- 
mittee report  that  he  made  it;  and  they  report,  not 
only  that  be  made  it,  but  that,  in  the  autking  of 
it,  he  expended  a  vast  amount  of  money,  so  as  to 
rain  and  bankrupt  him.  Ths  committee  report 
another  fact — that  the  commissioners  who  war* 
appointed  by  the  Government  to  racs^ye  the  hsmp, 
ana  to  determine  whethsr  or  not  it  waa  such  v, 
under  ths  contraa,  h*  ww  l>oand  to  dalivsr,  did 
not  act  upon  fair  and  corrsct  principles — that  the 
hemp  strutlvKiame  up  to  the  contract — but  yet  it 
waa  rejected. 

ThsM  are  the  iiusta  which  ate  reported.  Now, 
whether  they  be  tnic  or  not,  I  shall  i^  taks  iqMW 


myself  to  determine.  All  I  know  is  that  they 
are  so  reported.  The  Senator  thinks  he  can  prove 
that  the  facts  are  not  so;  that  he  can  prove  that 
the  report  itself  is  not  properly  founded.  If  that 
is  the  case,  1  shall  change  my  vote.  If  the  Senator 
can  demonstrate  those  Tacts  to  me — and  I  assure 
him  that  I  at  least  am  open  to  conviction — I  shall 
most  unqusstionably  retrace  my  steps  and  vote 
differently  from  what  I  have  done.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  shall  not  agree  with  the  Senator,  that  this 
is  a  mere  eratuity.  I  do  not  place  it  upon  any 
such  ground.  I  do  not  believe  in  its  being  a  gra- 
tuity. The  Government  either  did,  or  did  not 
employ  this  man.  If  it  did,  and  it  agreed  to  re- 
ceive the  hemp,  and  then  acted  in  bad  faith  in  not 
receiving  it,  and  if  he  was  thereby  subjected  to 
loss,  I  say  it  is  a  violation  of  a  contract  between 
the  Government  and  the  citizen,  and  to  compen- 
sate him  is  only  in  accordance  with  the  neat 
principles  upon  which  courts  act,  and  upon  vrhieh 
justice  is  administsred.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall 
vote  to  bring  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate.  Then  I 
shall  vote,  to  reconsider  it.  If  gentlemen  do  not 
prefer  to  argue  the  merits  of  the  Dili  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider,  which  I  understand  they  have  a 
right  to  do,  I  will  vote  to  reconsider  it  with  the 
view  that  they  shall  have  a  full  opportunity  of 
aixttiag  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  Prendeat,  I  am  sorry  to 
treapaaa  on  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but  I  owe  it  to 
myself  to  make  an  explanation  in  refvenceto  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  to  aay,  for  one  moment,  that 
in  referenes  to  revolutionary  claims  against  this 
OoTemment,  CongrcM  had  been  over  liberal.  I 
am  not  aware  that  I  have  been  ineKncd  to  oppose 
any  general  law  in  reiSerence  to  compensation  for 
revolutionary  services,  or  any  other  provision  in 
the  nature  tffa  gratuity  for  services  rendered  to  the 
Govemraeat;  not  constituting  in  thenaelves  a  legal 
oUigation .  For  a  general  law,  I  would  go  ahooost  as 
far  as  any  man;  but  I  am  opposed  to  this  system 
of  special  legislation.  In  this  ease,  as  between  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ksatueky  a«d  mysdf, 
there  is  adiffersnes  of  opinion,  which  depeadsnpon 
investigation .  I  have  not  talmi  much  puns  to  ex- 
amine them,  bat  after  ths  ex^risnec  which  I  have 
had  I  most  say,  that  I  hav«  not  been  aU*  to  see 
any  thing  like  a  denial  of  justice  to  prtvate  claim- 
ants sgainst  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
that  have  been  passsd,  ought  never  to  have  been 
passed.  There  may  have  been  some  casss  of  a 
refiisal  to  do  justice,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  if  that 
Senator  will  take  ths  trouble  to  examiae  a  book 
which  has  been  recently  printld  by  order  of  the 
Senate,  ths  List  of  Claims,  as  it  is  called,  and  will 
go  through  the  reports  upon  them  to  the  extent 
that  I  have  done,  he  will  nod,  that  where  there 
has  only  been  persistency  enough  on  the  part  of 
the  claimant,  althoagh  there  may  have  been  one, 
two,  three,  or  four,  or  even  six  adverse  reports 
against  the  claim,  he  alwajrs  ultimately  gets  it.  I 
find  that  thrse  or  fbur  adTStae  reports  gracrally 
insure  it  to  him,  and  that  the  result  is  Uiia:  that 
as  between  the  Government  and  the  claimant,  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  has  no  finality  when  it  is  in 
favor  of  the  Government;  but  when  it  is  in  fitvor 
of  the  claimant  it  is  final,  and  the  money  is  paid. 
The  result  is  diat  you  always  indicate  to  parties 
that  they  aay  eomefbrward  vrith  Airther  evidence, 
and  if  they  nod  that  the  Senate,  at  that  particular 
time,  is  oompossd  of  members  indisposed  to  pass 
such  claims,  they  wait  for  four,  or  six,  or  eight, 
or  un  years,  if  necessary,  and  then,  when  all 
memory  of  the  transaction  is  gone,  they  again' 
bring  forward  the  claim  and  it  is  aVowed. 

And  further,  it  seems  to  me  the  more  remote  a 
claim  iS|  and  me  less  means  we  have  of  accjniring 
a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  ths  more  certain  it  is  to 
pass  this  body.  This  has  been  the  result  of  my 
exaarinatien  of  claims  here.  We  pride  ourselves 
on  our  simplicity  and  purity,  and  republicanism; 
but  1  btUsvs  we  are  the  only  Government  in  ths 
world  that  passes  private  damia  in  the  maanarwe 
do,  and  on  the  speciss  of  evidence  we  do— «  spe- 
cies of  cvideacf  W  whiclt,  if  you  we(«  to  reswt 


for  the  purpose  of  deciding  rights  between  man 
and  man,  would  be  laughed  to  scorn  in  any  court 
of  justice  in  the  world;  and  yet,  as  between  a 
claimant  and  the  public,  it  is  considered  all-suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose  of  d  isgorgine  from  the  Treas- 
ury in  favor  of  the  man  who  has  the  most  sagacity 
in  procuring  the  evidence,  and  having  a  partial 
represenlation  of  his  case  aa  against  even  the  in- 
dividual claimant  who,  with  more  modesty,  may 
have  less  energy  in  order  to  have  explanations 
made.    That  is  my  experience. 

The  motion  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  request  the 
retarn  of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE   SESSION. 

Mr.  WELLER.  This  has  resulted  just  as  I 
expected.  We  have  spent  two  or  three  hours  in 
the  discussion  of  a  question  about  which  there 
was  no  difficulty.  I  was  anxious  that  my  friend 
fVom  Delaware  should  have  a  full  opportunity  of 
speaking.  I  think  he  has  been  gratified.  I  now 
move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  tne  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  accordinely  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  business;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WcDHBtDAT,  Jtfoy  10, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  the  usual  hour.    Prayer  by 
Rev.  Hbhkt  Suckb. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  wasread  and  approved. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  intend  before  I  take 
my  seat  to  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Before  doing  so,  however,  I  desire  to 
notify  the  House  that  it  is  my  intention  to-mor- 
row to  introduce  a  resolution  terminatin|;  the  de- 
bate upon  the  bill  to  organize  the  Terntories  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Several  Mbmbkes.    At  what  time  > 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    To-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  and  other  Mem- 
bers.   When  do  you  propose  to  close  the  debate? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  In  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatories made  by  gentlemen,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  time  at  which  I  shall  propose  to  terminate 
debate  will  depend  upon  the  opponents  of  the  bill. 
If  they  show  a  disposition  to  goon  and  debate  it, 
I  am  disposed  to  allow  the  utmost  time  that  will 
be  possiole,  in  order  to  have  a  final  vote  on  the 
bUl  nefore  the  special  order  takes  precedence  of  it. 
If  they  do  not  show  such  a  disposition,  then  I 
shall  take  it  (br  granted  that  they  do  not  desire 
farther  debate,  and  shall  move  to  terminate  it  at  the 
earliest  hour. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question,  as 
probably  this  is  all  irregular.  He  says  "if  the 
opponents  of  this  bill  show  a  disposition  to  debate 
tfacbill."  What  is  meant  by  that  ?  Does  he  ex- 
pect us  to  continue  in  session  here  for  ten  or  eleven 
nours? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  cannot  yield  for  further 
inquiries.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  iteelf  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope,  as  this  is  an  im- 
portant question 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  be  allowed 
to  proceed  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  object,  and  call  for  a 
vote  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Is  objection  made? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Hamiltoh]  objects. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  After  what  has  taken 
^ce;  after  the  gentleman  flrom  Illinois  has  been 
ulowed  to  go  on  and  nrake  his  statement,  sardy, 
no  one  obfset»to  my  making  an  inquiry. 
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The  SPEAKER.  I*  it  the  pleasare  of  the 
House  that  the  gentteman  from  Ohio  be  allowed 
to  proceed  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.    I  object. 

The  queetion  was  put  on  Mr.  Ricbardson'i 
motion;  and  it  wai  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Un  ion , 
(Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  bill  No.  336,  beine  a  bill  to  organize 
the  Territories  of  Nebraska  ana  Kansas. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  said  that  as  an  hour 
was  not  sufficiently  long  in  which  to  express  his 
TiewB,  he  should  be  disposed  to  generalize  them. 
The  distinct  propositions,  and  the  material  odm, 
which,  it  struck  his  mind,  are  involved  in  this 
discussion,  are:  First.  Are  the  principles  of  the 
compromise  of  1850,  in  respect  to  the  Territories, 
the  principles  of  American  liberty,  and  are  thev 
repugnnnt  to  the  Missouri  compromise?  Secontf. 
If  so,  ought  not  Congress,  with  a  view  of  disem- 
barrassing the  court  as  to  its  intention,  so  to  de- 
clare? and.  Third.  Is  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention by  Congress  embodied  by  the  act  of  1850, 
violated  by  the  Badger  amendment? 

To  moke  himself  properly  understood,  and  to 
present  the  subject  fairly  to  the  committee,  he 
reviewed  therelations  which  this  Government  has 
borne  to  the  question  of  slavery  from  the  time  the 
several  States  first  came  together;  arguing  to  show 
that,  at  different  tiroes,  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention, or  leaving  the  people  to  judge  for  them- 
selves, was  distinctly  declared.  *  The  first  occasion 
on  which  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention  was 
ever  departed  from  was  in  the  celebrated  Missouri 
controversy,  and  he  defied  the  historian  to  show 
to  the  contrary. 

He  traced  the  progress  of  the  slavery  contro- 
versy to  a  later  period;  and  in  the  conree  of  his 
remarks,  he  took  issue  with  gentlemen  who  had 
maintained  that  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
csmpromiseof  1850,  nobody  insisted  that  it  abro- 
gated the  Missouri  compromise.  This  was  a 
mistake.  Over  and  over  again,  in  presenting  this 
subject,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  he  had  declared 
that  the  South  had  gained  by  the  abrogation  of 
the  Missouri  compromise  a  better  and  a  truer 
principle. 

He  related  some  facts  connected  with  an  inter- 
view between  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  pending 
the  controversy  in  1850.  The  former  had  insisted 
on  retaining  the  Mexican  law,  as  applicable  to  the 
territory  acquired  from  Mexico.  He,  however, 
^ve  this  up,  as  he  (Mr.  Batlv)  told  him  it  was 
indispensable  he  should,  because,  if  that  law  was 
declared  by  congressional  authority,  it  would  be 
virtually  the  Wilmot  proviso.  He  knew  that  Mr. 
Clay  gave  it  up,  because  it  interfered  with  non- 
intervention. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  reply  to  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Millson;  but,  before  he  concluded,  the  hour  to 
which  he  was  limited  in  debate  expired. 

Mr.  GROW  said  that  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion provided  for  the  organization  of  two  territo- 
rial governments,  to  be  called  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas, embracing,  together,  about  six  hundred  and 
sixty-five  thousand  square  miles,  on  area  twice  as 
large  as  the  original  thirteen  Colonies;  and  ex- 
tending from  New  Mexico  to  the  British  posses- 
sions, and  from  the  western  limits  of  Minnesota 
and  the  States  to  the  Territories  of  Washington 
and  Oregon,  and  containing  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  millions  of  acres  of  land — more  than 
B  fourth  of  all  the  public  domain  now  owned  by 
the  Government.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  those  usually  inserted  in  bills  to  organize 
territorial  govemmenU,  with  the  exception  of  the 
fourteenth  section,  which  proposed  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  Missouri  compromise  as  prohibited 
slavery  in  the  territory  purchased  of  France  lying 
north  of  the  line  of  36°  30'. 

He  then  stated  his  objections  to  the  Clayton 
amendment.  It  having  been  the  policy  of  the 
Government  heretofore  to  permit  all  persons 
residing  in  a  Territory  who  had  declared  their 
intention  to  become  citizens,  to  participate  in  the 
organization  of  its  government,  what  reason  was 
there  for  their  exclusion  in  the  present  instance  ? 
The  fact  that  they  were  residents  of  the  Terntorv 
was  good  evidence  that  they  had  settled  thefl 
vith  the  iptaotion  of  mal(iqg  it  their  home;  and 


the  oath  in  their  declaration  of  intention  to  be- 
come citizens  absolved  them  from  allegiance  to 
foreign  Powers,  and  clothed  them  with  nation- 
ality. The  Clayton  proviso  was  inconsistent,  he 
maintained,  with  the  great  principle  of  self-gov- 
ernment claimed  to  be  embodied  in  the  bill  by  its 
special  advocates. 

Having  argued  that  the  organization  of  these 
Territories  was  unnecessary,  he  replied  to  the  ar- 
gumenui  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  of  1820.  It  was  not  considered  un- 
constitutional at  the  time  of  its  adoption  by  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Sooth;  no  such  objection  was 
made  to  it  then. 

He  claimed  for  it  no  more  bindin|;  force,  save 
the  circumstances  which  surrounded  its  adoption, 
than  attached  to  any  other  legislative  act  of  Con- 

fress,  and  denied  that  the  North  had  ever  aban- 
oned  it.  He  also  argned  that  slavery  can  only 
exist  through  municipal  regulation,  and  quoted 
from  decisions  of  northern  as  welt  as  southern 
courts  to  sustain  this  position. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York,  after  a  tkw 
preliminary  remarks,  asked  why  there  are  now 
two  acts  brought  in,  instead  of  one,  as  heretofore, 
the  object  at  first  being  to  establish  merely  the 
territorial  government  of  Nebraska?  He  beheved 
that  if  all  the  territory  should  be  under  one  gov- 
ernment there  would  be  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  from  the  northern  States,  who  do  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  doctrine  that  slavery  is  the  universal 
and  common  law  of  the  country,  and  that  the  col- 
ored man, in  order  to  be  entitled  to  freedom, most 
show  the  law. 

The  intention  of  these  bills  was,  there  should 
be  southern  judees  for  the  southern  Territory,  who 
will  hold  and  administer  the  law  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  proclaimed  this  morn- 
ing; and  in  the  other  Territory  judges  who  will 
declare  that  freedom  is  the  law,  and  slavery  the 
exception.  He  defied  any  man  to  assign  any 
rational  reason  for  the  organization  of  two  terri- 
torial governments.  In  other  words,  the  judges 
are  to  make  the  laws.  This  is  the  principle  on 
which  the  measure  is  founded. 

The  bill,' be  contended,  does  nofeonfer  the 
principle  of  selffovemment  on  the  people.  There 
IS  almost  every  oppression  enumerated  in  the  De- 
claration of  Independence  to  be  exercised  in  those 
Territories— the  people  are  to  be  taxed,  and  the 
Governor  is  to  use  his  veto.  It  is  the  height  of 
absurdity  to  say  the  people  are  to  rule.  It  is 
mere  declamation  and  humbug. 

He  proceeded  to  speak  on  the  question  of  sla- 
very, contending  the  free  colored  man  is,  in  sub- 
stance, a  nuisance  in  a  free  State,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  in  a  State  crushes  out  white  people. 
He  wanted  free  soil;  and  therefore  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  desire  only  to  make  a  brief 
explanation.  If  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Batlt,] 
instead  of  replying  to  an  argument  of  his  own 
creation,  had  been  content  to  answer  that  which 
I  had  made,  perhaps  no  reply  would  have  been 
necessary  from  me.  1  wish  only  to  say  that 
he  did  not,  in  his  remarks  this  morning,  eorreuly 
state  my  position.  1  have  not  said  that  there 
were  laws  protecting  slavery  now  existing  in 
the  Territory  of  Nebraska.  What  I  did  say  no 
gentleman  has  yet  attempted  to  reply  to.  All 
who  have  undertaken  to  notice  my  argument, 
have  answered  conclusions  which  they  have  them- 
selves drawn,  and  arguments  of  wlkich  they  are 
themselves  entitled  to  the  exclusive  credit.  This 
is  what  I  said:  1  was  replying  to  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Badobb,  who  had  declared  that  no  laws  had 
ever  existed  in  Nebraska  but  the  old  French  law 
and  the  Missouri  compromise.  He  had  said: 
"These  were  the  only  two  laws  upon  the  subject, 
the  only  two  laws  that  had  ever  been  in  force. 
There  was  a  hiw  authorizing  slavery  when  the 
Territory  belonged  to  France.  By  the  act  of  1890 
that  law  was  annulled." 

I  was  replying  to  this  statement,  and  showing 
that  those  were  not  the  only  two  laws  that  had 
been  io  force  there.  I  showed  that  there  were 
other  laws — laws  passed  by  Congress  and  by  the 
Territorial  Legislature.  I  showed  that  those  laws 
have  never  been  repealeil,  but  only  their  practical 
operation  confined  to  particular  localities.  No 
gentleman  has  yet  undertaken  to  question  those 
statements.  1  showed,  moreover,  that  some  of 
those  laws  are  in  force  over  a  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory purchased  from  LouisiaBa.    No  gentleman 


has  answered  that.  I  say  confidently,  that  no 
gentleman  has  yet  undertaken  to  answer  one  of 
the  points  that  I  made,  and  for  which  i  hold  my- 
self responsible. 

My  colleague  says  that  laws  are  addressed  to 
persons  and  not  to  places.  That  is  the  very  argu- 
ment I  myself  made  here  four  years  ago  in  rerar- 
ance  to  a  position  assumed  by  Mr.  WMister.  Did 
my  colleoguesupposethatl  had  forgotten  my  own 
views,  or  that  I  had  made  an  argument  this  session 
in  the  slightest  degree  conflicting  with  that  I  made 
four  years  ago  ?  Sir,  laws  are  made  for  persona, 
not  places,  as  I  then  attempted  to  show,  but  for 
persons  upon  and  with  reference  to  ptaces.  They 
are  made  for  ait  persons  vM  now  are,  or  here- 
after may  be,  within  particular  localities.  Wher- 
ever the  jurisdiction  of  the  law-making  power  ex- 
tends, there  the  laws  apply  to  all  persons  whomay 
be  within  it.  They  apply  not  only  to  those  who 
may  be  there  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law, 
but  to  those  also  who  may  go  there  afterwards.  By 
going  into  a  place  which  is  within  the  limits  of  a 

fiarticular  jurisdiction,  they  become  subjeot  to  the 
aws  iniendetl  to  govern  penom  in  such  places. 
This  is  alH  deem  it  necessary  to  say  in  reply  to 
my  colleague. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  of  Massachusetts,  iDcidentairy 
referred  to  the  present  fugitive  sTave  law.  H* 
believed,  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  never  con- 
ferred upon  the  General  Government  the  power  to 
mnke  such  a  law  as  the  one  now  in  existence  for 
the  recovery  of  fugitives  from  labor.  He,  how- 
ever, did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  na 
law.  He  stood  here  as  the  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  against  the  aggressions  of  sla- 
very.       •  • 

The  bill  of  the  Senate  stultified  the  report,  in  a 
measure.  He  could  only  account  for  this  by  sup- 
posing that  the  bill  was  not  agreed  upon  until  after 
the  report  was  submitted.  .Accordingtotheartju- 
men ts  of  the  report.^he  bill  should  be  forthwith 
rejected.  He  then  argued  at  length  agilinst  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  SEWARD  did  not  believe  that  the  Mis- 
souri act,  as  declared  by  the  bill,  was  inconsistent 
with  the  compromise  of  1850.  Each  measure 
stood  on  its  own  independent  principle.*  He  was 
opposed  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  but  nevertheless 
would  vote  for  it,  as  the  Badger  amendment 
therein  would  put  the  Missouri  act  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT,  of  Kentucky,,  argued  against 
the  continuance  of  the  Missouri  act  of  1820,  con- 
tending that  the  North  had  heretofore  refused  to 
abide  by  it.  In  conclusion,  he  advocated  thedocr 
trine  of  non-intervention. 

Mr.  DOWDELL  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  to  yield  me  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  personal  explanation.  It  will  oceupy 
but  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  DOWDELL.  I  will  yield  the  floor  to  th» 
gentleman  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  desire  briefly  to  moke  an  ex- 
planation of  the  facts  concerning  the  visit  of  Mr. 
Hoar  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Eliot]  re- 
ferred in  his  speech  today.  In  1823,  when  a 
civil  insurrection  was  upon  the  eve  of  breaking 
out  in  South  Carolina,  and  it  was  discovered  that 
free  negroes  were  coming  from  the  West  India 
Islands  to  head  that  insurrection,  it  was  found 
necessary,  for  the  public  safety,  to  pass  an  act  that 
no  free  negroes  should  come  into  that  State. 

Many  years  passed  along,  and  the  Abolition 
excitement  came  up,  and  Massachusetts,  which,  1 
am.Borry  to  say,  has  always  been  found  at  the 
head  of  this  agitation,  sent  one  of  bar  citizens  to 
have  the  constitutionality  of  this  law  tested.  As 
soon  OS  Mr.  Hoar  arrived  in  the  State,  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  fire-brand,  and  great  public  agi- 
tation ensued  upon  his  arrival;  but  there  was  no 
mob  violence  threatened  against  him.  Some  of 
the  most  respecuble  citizens  of  Charleston  waited 
upon  him,  and  urged  upon  him  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  State.  The  manner  in  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  referred  to 
this  matter  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  some 
infuriated  mob  had  forced  him  to  Isavs  the  Slate; 
but  the  facts  of  the  case  present  the-matter  io  an 
entirely  different  light.  He  was  waited  upon  by 
several  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  place,  and  re- 
quested to  l%re  the  city;  and  he  did  so. 
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Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  a  question. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  I  am  ready  to  answer  the  gen- 
tleman 's  question. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
grmlenun  from  South  Carolina  whether  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  of  Chnrleslon  did  not  notify  Mr. 
Moar  that  they  could  not  protect  him,  and  they 
'Would  not  insure  his  safety  if  he  did  not  leave  > 
They  allowed  him  to  lake  his  own  choice,  and  so 
be  left. 

Mr.  BOYCB.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  know 
that  some  gentlemen  wailed  on  him  at  the  hotel, 
•nd  represented  to  him  that  he  had  better  leave, 
as,  though  the  citixens  did  not  intend  to  injure  him, 
he  might  be  liable  to  insult  and  annoyance. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  have  got  the  facta  from 
the  official  report,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true. 
I  do  not  wish  to  have  my  State  improperly  repre- 
setned  in  this  matter. 

Some  little  misunderstanding  here  took  place 
between  Mr.  Botce  and  Mr.  Dickinsow,  as  to 
the  language  used  by  the  latter  genlleman. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  rose  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
BoTOB.]  i  stated  the  facts  from  the  official  report 
of  Mr.  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  which  he  made 
when  he  returned.  He  stated  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  authorities  of  Charleston  that  he 
cohM  not  be  protected,  and  was  advised  by 
them  to  leave,  because  they  could  not  answer  for 
his  safety  if  he  remained.  The  gentleman  from 
Souih  Carolina  replied  to  my  question,  substan- 
tially, that  he  did  not  understand  the  facts  to  be 
■o.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  purer  roan  in  the  United 
Slates  than  Mr.  Hoar.  He  is  a  man  for  whose 
prudence,  and  judgment,  and  candor,  every  one 
who  knows  him  has  respect.  He  was  sent  there 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  validity  of  the  law 
of  South  Carolina,  which  we,  in  Massachusetts, 
regarded  as  unconstitutional.  He  wtis  known  to 
be  a  person  who  would  conduct  himself  with 
great  propriety:  snd  he  was  only  asked  to  have 
the  proper  means  taken  to  test  the  validity  of  the 
law  in  the  United  States  courts.  But  he  was 
advised  that  he  could  not  remain  there  safely,  and 
that  he  could  not  try  the  case.  He  came  home 
and  made  that  report.  I  took  that  report  as  an 
official  report  after  it  had  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  DOWOELL  contended  that  the  restriction 
of  1830  was  a  naked  act  of  arbitrary  power  un- 
warranted by  the  Constitution.  It  was  wholly 
indefensible,  impolitic,  and  inexpedient.  It  was 
forced  on  the  South  as  the  least  of  two  evils,  and 
acquiesced  in  by  them  for  the  sake  of  peace  and. 
harmony.  It  has  been  violnted  over  and  over 
again  by  the  North,  who  now  advocate  its  sanctity; 
but  he  suggested  that  it  did  not  become  the  ag- 
gressors to  teach  lessons  of  morality  and  justice. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  replied  to  argumenU  which 

^  had  been  advanced  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  he 

•aid  authorized,  not  in  direct  terms,  but  in  effect, 

slavery  to  creep  into  this  Territory,  now  free.  To 

this  he  would  ever  be  opposed. 

Mr.TWEED  believea  the  Missouri  line  is  vio- 
lative of  the  Constilulion,  a  flagrant  wrong  and 
gross  injustice,  and  calculated  to  produce  incalcu- 
uble  mischief.  A  geographical  liae  is  wrong  in 
inception,  enactment,and  enforcement.  The Mis- 
aouri  line,  he  repeated,  is  violative  of  the  Consti- 
tutM>n,  because  it  encroaches  on  the  rights  of  the 
South,  who  have  an  equal  share  with  the  North 
in  the  enjoyment  of  our  domain.  By  .its  repeal, 
let  uecndeavor  to  make  the  Union  a  political  para- 
dise, from  which  we  will  never  be  driven,  no  more 
to  return.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  became 
it  gives  to  the  people  of  the  Territory  the  poinr 
to  control  their  own  institutions. 

Mr.  FARLEY  could  not  forbear  to  say  that,  to' 
him  it  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  that  his 
political  friends  on  this  floor  are  in  no  way  respon- 
sible for  the  ill-adviaed  form  in  which  this  meas- 
ure has  been  presented.  The  North  are  opposed 
to  the  extension  of  slavery.  This  bill  looks  to 
the  extension  of  slavery  over  territory  now  free. 
So  long  as  the  Missouri  compromise  remains  un- 
repealM,  slavery  cannotgo  there.  Repeal  it, ond 
slavery  can  go  there.  Therefora  he  opposed  its 
repeal,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Mr.  HARRISON  addressed  the  contmittee  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  taking  the  ground  that  the 

fiublic  interests  did  not  justify  its  passage.    He- 
ikewise  argued  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
octofieaO. 


Mr.  COLCIUITT,  of  Georgia,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  a  strange  arrange- 
ment; but  I  understand  that  the  Chair  is  in  uie 
habit  of  exacting — though  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  so— a  pledge  from  gentlemen  who  wish  to  speak 
that  they  will  not  occupy  more  than  fifteen  min- 
utes, or  half  an  hour.  If  that  be  so,  it  ought  to 
be  corrected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Perhaps  the  gentleman 
had  better  left  his  colleague  make  that  point. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  have  heard  these  things, 
and  think  it  best  that  they  should  be  now  ex- 
plained. ^ 

Mr.  HARRISON.    I  am  perfectly  satisfied. 

[Cries  of  "Go  on,  ColotittI") 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  What  my  colleague  says 
does  not  answer  the  point.  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  be'  a  condition  precedent  to  the  getting 
of  the  floor  that  gentlemen  shall  pledge  themselves 
to  occupy  only  fifteen  minutes,  or  half  an  hour? 
I  want  to  have  the  question  settled.  1  deem  it 
best  to  have  the  difficulty  remedied  now. 

fCries  of  "Go  on,  CoLftoiTx !"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  let  us  have  this  question  settled 
now. 

Mr.  COLCIUITT.    I  prefer  to  proceed. 

Mr.  CAM1'BEL.L.    Very  well,  then,  go  on. 

Mr.  COLaUITT.  It  is  with  great  reluctance, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  propose,  at  this  late  hour, 
to  speak  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  yield 
a  moment,  that  the  Chair  may  set  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  right.  It 
is  due  to  the  Chair  that  it  should  be  done.  The 
Chair  haa  exacted  no  pledge  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Harrkoh.] 

Mr.  HUNT.     Will  the  Chair  permit  me? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  exacted 
no  pledge, and  has  not  called  thegentleniandown. 
The^entieman  said  to  the  Chair  that  he  wanted 
fif(#en  minutes,  and  would  like  to  have  it  now 

Mr.  HUNT,  (interrupting.)  In  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  members  of 
this  House,  I  protest  against  such  proceeding. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  called 
to  order. . 

Mr.  HUNT.  It  is  a  breach  of  the  libertjr  of 
Parliament  and  our  rights  in  a  free  and  glorious 
country.  I  appeal  to  every  American  on  this  floor, 
by  his  regard  tor  his  country,  to  protest  against  it. 

ICries  of"  Order!"] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  The  gentleman  has  mora 
right  to  be  heard  than  those  who  are  calling  him 
to  order. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  coll  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  lo  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  And  I  colt  the  genUeman 
from  Pennsylvania  to  order;  for  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will 
preserve  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  1  would  tell  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  1  ask  no  courtesy  at  his 
handv. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  The  gentleman  from 
Geoigia  has  the  floor,  and  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Harrison]  be  allowed  to  explain  the 
matter,  the  Chair  is  confident  that  he  will  do  it  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georeia  will  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  to  corrects  remarl^ 
of  the  Chair.  I  did  not  rise  on  behalf  of  my  col- 
league, but  against  his  protestation.  I  rose  to 
state  what  was  the  current  impression  in  the 
committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  please 
come  to  order. 

Mr.  HUNT.  It  appe<uv  to  me  that  the  ques- 
tion is  a  privileged  one. 

The  CH  A I  lOtf  AN.    The  Chair  calls  to  order. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  ask  the  committee  to  be  beard 
on  a  question  of  privilege.  1  appeal  to  the  Chair 
to  hear  me. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  HUNT.    I  do  it  in  my  place. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  rises  to 
a  question  of  order,  the  Chair  will  entertain  it. 


Mr.  HUNT.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  geutleman  will  stateit. 

Mr.  HUNT.  The  gentleman  who  took  his 
seat,  saying  that  he  had  but  fifteen  minutes,  had 
the  right,  under  the  rules,  to  proceed  for  one  hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  had  the  right  to  proceed  for  one  hour. 

Several  Members.    Nobody  denies  it. 

Mr.  HUNT.  1  would  lake  occasion  to  ask 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  now- use  the 
privilege  which  is  allowed  him  under  the  rules, 
in  order  that  he  may  protect  bis  own  and  our 
rights  against  any  trickery,  management,  private 
understanding 

fCries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  if 
he  desires  to  occupy  it. 

Mr.  HARRISON.  I  will  slate  that  I  obtained 
the  floor  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Chair.  He  told 
me  that  he  could  not  afford  me  my  proper  lime. 

Many  Members.  "  That  is  enough, "and  con- 
siderable sensation. 

Mr.  HUNT.  The  Chair  could  not  iffford  him 
his  proper  time! 

[Cries  of  "Orderl'T 

The  C  H  A I RM  A  N .  The  Chair  hopes  gentle- 
men will  wait  until  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  con- 
clude* his  statement. 

Mr.  HARRISON.  It  was  a  particular  act  of 
courtesy  on  ihe  part  of  the  Chair.  I  desired  to 
speak  to-day,  and  [  asked  him  if  he  could  allow 
me  lo  speak  a  portion  of  my  speech,  and  I  would 
print  the  rest.  He  said  that  he  might  be  able  to 
give  me  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  HUNT.    That  is  what  I  protest  against. 

[Shouts  of  "Order!"] 

M  r.  HARRISON.  At  the  same  time  the  Chair- 
man told  me  thai,  having  obtained  the  floor,  1 
sh>iuld  have  a  right  to  proceed  for  an  hour,  if  1 
chose  to  ilo  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  gentlemen  permit 
the  Chair  now  to  make  a  statement  for  the  inform- 
ation of  the  committee,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  will  corroborate?  My  colleague,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, came  to  me  and  requested  that  my  colleague, 
Mr.  Harrison,  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak  to-night.  I  told  him  that  he  must  take 
his  chance  for  the  floor  with  others.  He  said 
Mr.  Harrihon  did  not  want  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes.  I  said  that  1  would  try  to  give 
him  that  time;  but  if  the  genlleman  would  wait 
till  to-morrow,  he  could  have  his  full  hour;  I  added, 
that  probably  I  could  give  him  the  floor  to-night. 
My  two  colleagues  afterwards  came  to  me  and 
said  that  if  I  would  give  Mr.  Harrison  the  floor 
to-night,  he  would  not  occupy  much  time.  I  said 
that  1  would  Iry  to  do  it,  ami  I  have  done  it. 

Several  Members.    "  That  is  all  right."  - 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Harrison]  claims  the  floor,  be  can 
have  it  for  his  hour. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Let  me  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  a 
similar  agreement  was  not  exacted  from  a  mem- 
ber from  .Massachusetis,  [Mr.  Eliot,]  who  ad- 
drresed  the  committee  lo-day? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  begs  that  the 
committee  will  hear  him  explain  this  whole  matter; 
for  there  seems  to  be  a  misunderstanding  prevail- 
ing in  regard  to  it.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetis [Mr.  Eliot]  came  to  me  this  roornine 
before  the  committee  commenced  its  session,  and 
t  told  him  that  probably,  under  the  arrangement  I 
had  fixed  in  my  mind,  I  should  be  able  to  accord 
to  the  members  from  Massachusetts  an  hour 
speech  to-day ;  that  they  must  settle  between  them- 
selves who  BDOuld  have  the  hour  to-day,  and  that 
I  would  try  to  give  them  another  hour  to-morrow, 
but  that  they  could  divide  the  time,  if  two  chose 
to  speak  to-aay.  The  genlleman  from  Massachu- 
setts will  corroborate  that. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire  to  aav 
one  word  in  addition  to  what  the  Chair  has  stated. 
When  1  approached  the  Chairman  this  morning, 
I  found  him  in  conversation  with  one  of  my  col- 
leagues upon  the  subject  of  the  floor,  which  my 
colleague  was  asking  for.  Before  1  came  up,  the 
Choir  had  said  to  my  coUeaeue,  who  had  just 
slated  that  he  wanted  about  thirty  minutes,  that 
he  should  have  that  ume-  As  I  approached,  the 
Chair  said  to  me,  knowing,  undoubtedly,  the  ob- 
ject which  1  had  in  coming,  "  Now,  sir,  you  shall 
settle  this  matter  with  your  colleague;  and  if  you 
con  divide  an  hour  between  you,  you  sball  have 
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it  to-iaj. ' '  I  assented  on  the  spot,  for  I  wu  glad 
of  an'opportanity  of  being  hearii  CTen  daring  that 
time. 

Mr.  HUNT.  Iprotest  against  such  luggeations 
from  the  Chair.  There  iai)ut  one  rule,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  dispense  the  law  of  the 
House  fairly  and  equitably. 

[Cries  of  '*  Order !"  and  great  confiision.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  he  un- 
derstands the  duties  of  the  Chair.  If  he  does  not, 
he  will  very  cheerfully  resign  the  position. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  insist  on  the 
regular  order.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Colquitt]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  from 
Georgia  will  proceed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Before  mv  colleague  goes 
on,  I  will  state  to  the  House,  that  the  practice 
which  has  been  disclosed  by  the  Chair  has  been 
usual  ever  since  I  have  been  in  Congress.  I  con- 
sider, so  far  fVom  its  beinr  an  outroge,  that  it  is  a 
great  accommodation  to  those  gentleman  who  de- 
sire to  speak. 

Mr.  HUNT.  It  is  a  curtailment  of  time,  and 
therefore  it  is  a  retrenchment  of  privil^e. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  insist  that  the  eentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Colhuitt]  shall  be  dlowed  to  pro- 
ceed without  further  interruption. 

Mr.  COLaUITT  then  proceeded,  and  advo- 
cated the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  UPHAM  said  that  if  this  bill  should  be- 
come a  law,  it  would  effect  an  entire  and  radical 
change  of  the  policy  on  which  this  Government 
was  formed,  and  by  which  it  has  been  admin- 
istered from  the  6rst.  The  country  would  be 
swung  from  its  moorings,  and,  with  all  its  precious 
freight,  embark  on  an  untraversed  and  unknown, 
and,  it  may  be,  a  stormy  if  not  fatal  sea. 

He  proceeded  to  show  that  the  Union  could  not 
have  been  formed  if  the  slavery  obstruction  had 
not  been  removed.  It  was  not  thought  there  would 
be  an  acquisition  of  an^  additional  territory,  and 
the  Constitution  was  intended  to  apply  to  the 
country  as  it  at  that  time  existed.  He  gave  an 
interesting  history  of  the  settlement  of  the  North- 
west Territory,  and  spoke^  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  the  compro- 
mise of  1850;  and,  in  conclusion,  predicted  disas- 
trous consequences  from  the  abrogation  of  political 
compacts. 

Mr.  MAXWELL  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  the  floor  to  enable  me  to  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  ? 

Mr.  MAXWELL  yielded  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  submitted  the  motion. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee,  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
Ihe Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particulariy  House  bill  (No.  236) 
to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas, and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to;  and  then 

At  half  post  ten  o'clock,  the  House  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

[See  Appendix  for  the  above  named  speeches.] 


IN  SENATE. 
Thdridat,  JWay  11,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Hbnrt  Sliccr. 
TheJoumalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
HK8SA<3E  PROM  THE  HOIJSB.  < 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKbam,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that,  in  conformity  with  the  request 
of  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
directed  him  to  return  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Myerle. 
REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  OOHHITTEC. 
Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  the  late  Colonel  John  Anderson, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
REPORTING  or  THE  SENATE. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  offer  the  following  rMola- 
tion: 


R—olvti,  TliM  Ilia  Secfeltry  or  Ibe  Seoala  be,  and  be  ia 
hereby,  authorised  and  directed  lo  contract  with  Ibe  pro- 
prielon  of  ibe  Washington  Sentinel  Tor  Ihe  dtily  publloation 
of  the  debatea  aad  procecdin{a  of  iho  Henate,  provided  il 
can  be  done  on  the  tenna  provided  by  Ihe  reanlntion  of  Ihe 
Senate,  puaed  the  lllb  Aogoat,  l848,direcUnt  Ihe  pubUea- 
Uon  of  the  debates  and  proceedinga  of  the  Senate  in  Ibe 
National  InteUlfoacer  and  Union. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  Mr.  President,  occu- 
pjring  the  relations  which  I  do  towA'ds  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  1  deem  it  proper  to  make  a 
few  remarks  in  reierence  to  this  resolution.  The 
subject  of  the  reporting  of  the  pmceedings  of  this 
body  has  engaged  the  anxious  deliberations  of  the 
Committee  onPrinting  for  some  time  past,  and  it 
has  occupied,  to  some  extent,  the  attention  of  the 
press  in  this  District.  Now,  sir,  if  it  were  a  new 
<{aestion,and  1  were  to  inquire  into  it  for  the  first 
time,  I  should  be  opposed  to  having  any  reporter 
in  this  body  but  one,  and  I  would  put  that  paper 
on  a  suitable  footing  for  the  purpose  of  prsserving 
the  debatea  of  the  Mnate. 

It  wilt  be  recollected  that  some  six  weeks,  or 
two  months  since,  the  then  proprietor  of  the  Union 
declined,  temporarily,  the  publication  of  the  re- 
ports of  this  body.  A  -change,  however,  was 
made  in  the  proprietors  of  that  press;  and  I  un- 
derstand that  the  new  proprietors  have  under- 
taken the  reports^  and  claim  the  right  to  publish 
the  proceedings  in  this  body  under  uie  contract  of 
the  former  proprietor.  At  the  time  when  that  re- 
quest from  General  Armstrong,  then  proprietor  of 
the  Union,  to  be  released  from  his  contract  with 
the  Senate  for  the  publication  of  the  reports,  came 
before  us,  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Jobh- 
bon]  submitted  a  proposition  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation allowed  the  Globe,  the  allegation  being 
that  it  could  not  afford  to  publish  the  proceedings 
of  the  body  at  the  compensation  then  allowed  it. 
That  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  it  underwent  the  scrutiny  and  de- 
liberation of  the  committee.  About  it  there  was 
a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  you  have  now  lying 
on  your  table  a  report  on  the  subject. 

In  the  mean  time  the  subject  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  some  of  the  press,  as  1  before  remarked, 
and  it  is  yet  an  unAttled  question  with  this  bodv, 
whether  we  shall  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
Globe,  or  whether  the  Union  has  a  right  to  report 
the  proceedings  at  all,  and  claim  compensation. 
If  it  be  the  fact  that  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe 
cannot  afford  to  report  and  publish  our  proceed- 
ings at  the  compensation  now  allowed  him,  it 
seems  to  me  that  neither  the  proprietors  of  the 
Union  nor  of  the  Sentinel  can. 

Without  attempting  to  throw  anything  tike  a 
serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  this  resolution,  for 
the  present,  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  Senate 
might  well  pause,  and  suffer  the  question  to  be 
investigated,  before  we  embark  in  the  expenditure 
likely  to  accrue  lo  the  Treasury  by  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition.  We  have  already  two  re- 
porters fbr  the  Senate,  the  Union  and  the  Globe, 
and  the  only  possible  ground,  it  seems  to  me, 
upon  which  an  appeal  could  be  made  to  the  Sen- 
ate in  favor  of  this  proposition  is,  that  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  Sentinel  is  printer  to  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  suppose  any  gentleman  on  this  floor 
wilt  undertake  to  deny  that  the  reports  in  the  Globe 
give  us  all  the  details,  and  liimish  the  country  with 
all  the  information  necessary  in  relation  to  our 
proceedings.  The  editor  of  that  paper,  who  has 
a  corps  of  reporters — and  I  believe  no  one  will  hes- 
itate to  award  to  that  corps  great  ability  and  great 
accuracy — alleges  that  he  cannot  live  at  the  pres- 
ent prices  allowed  him;  and  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
papers  recently  founded  are  willing  to  take  the 
work,  I  presume,  at  the  same  prices.  I  liave 
deemed  it  due  to  Uie  Senate  and  the  committee  to 
submit  these  remarks  in  reference  to  this  proposi- 
tion. 

I  cannot  for  my  life  see  the  necessity  for  three 
reporters  to  this  body.  It  was  the  sense  of  the 
committee  that  we  should  have  but  one.  I  know 
the  matter  underwent  the  investigation  of  the 
committee,  and  the  only  disagreement  was  as  to 
the  compensation  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  pro- 

Erietor  of  the  paper,  which  we  recommended  should 
e  the  permanent  reporter  of  the  body.  It  seems 
to  me  that,  with  the  expensive  and  well  regulated 
eatabliahment  of  the  proprietor  of  that  paper,  and 
with  the  ability  and  accuracy  characterizing  its 
reports,  there  is  no  necessity  for  incurring  the 


additional  ezpenae  of  rcquiriBg  three  reporter*. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  reaolulion, 
and  I  am  unwilling  to  saddle  the  additional  ex- 
pense which  it  will  create  upon  the  country,  unlsM 
there  be  an  imperious  necessity  for  it. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  obvious  course  of  the 
Senate  would  be  to  put  that  paper  which  we  all 
recognize  as  the  established  reporter  for  the  body, 
and  that  we  hold  responsible  for  an  aecante 
report,  upon  a  solid  footing,  and  to  allow  its  pn^ 
pnetor  a  compensation  bv  which  he>can  live.  If 
this  were  done  we  mignt  dispense  with  other 
reporters  than  those  of  that  paper.  It  is  not  a 
political  paper.  It  is  conducted  by  agentleman  of 
great  experience,  and  he  brings  to  his  aid  men  of 
nigh  chajracter  and  abilities,  to  «ve  permameoee 
to  the  reports  of  that  paper,  and  they  become  part 
of  the  arehivea  of  the  country  to  which  we  are 
to  look  hereafter  for  an  accurate  history  of  oar 
proceedings.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  all  the  Senate 
ought  to  desire. 

so  far  as  the  reports  now  purporting  to  bemads 
by  the  Union  ore  concerned,  I  understand  the  pro- 
prietor of  that  paper  claims  the  right  to  do  so 
under  a  contract  with  the  former  proprietor.-  That 
question  has  not  been  investigated ,  and  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  what  will  be  the.  sense  of  the 
Senate,  if  the  question  were  to  be  raised.  But,  sir, 
to  add  a  third,  when  the  Intelligencer  decUned  it, 
and  the  Union  itself,  in  the  hands  of  another  party, 
declined  the  work  at  present  prices,  and  whenwe 
are  makine  an  effort  to  put  the  Globe  upon  a  stable 
and  firm  roundation,  seems  to  me  lo  be  renark- 
able. 

I  may  say  further,  that  one  inducement  to  rec- 
ommend an  increased  compensation  to  the  Globe, 
was  the  faetthat  the  Union  had  declined  the  work, 
and  that  the  Intelligencer  had  declined  it,  and  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  have  one  stable  estab- 
lishment. That  was  a  strong  argument  urged  by 
some  of  the  friends  of  the  increased  coropenaatien 
to  the  Globe  why  we  should  agree  to  their  prop- 
osition. My  impression  is,  that  we  should  con- 
tinue the  Globe;  but  if  we  add  another  paper  to 
the  list  of  reporters,  we  thereby  weaken,  in  a' 
corresponding  ratio,  the  ability  of  the  Globe  to 
furnish  such  reports  as  are  now  furnished,  which 
we  all  concede  to  be  creditable  to  the  body  aad 
the  country.    Such  are  my  views. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  sure  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Alabama  does  not  understand  the 
facu  of  this  case.  When  he  does,  I  am  satisfied 
that  I  shall  have  his  vote  for  my  resolution.  In 
1848  the  Senate,  by  resolution,  directed  their  Sec- 
retary to  contract  with  the  editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer  and  Union  for  printing  the  debatea 
and  proceedings  of  this  body,  provided  it  could 
be  done  at  a  price  stated  therein.  The  Secretary 
accordingly  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  the 

froprietora  of  each  of  these  papers.  Thalcontract, 
believe,  was  carried  forwara  tor  somesix  months, 
or  perhaps  longer,  by  the  Intelligencer— the  time 
is  immaterial.  It  was  then  alxindoned  by  that 
paper,  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  pay  a  profit. 
Ritchie  &  Heiss  were,  at  the  time  the  contract 
was  entered  into,  proprietors  of  the  Union.  They 
subsequently  sold  out  toGeneral  Armstrong.  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  by  letter,  scented  the  terms  of 
the  contract  made  by  his  predecessor.  The  only 
contract  existing  between  the  Senate  and  Oenenil 
Armstrong,  is  ilie  letter  I  refer  to,  saying  that  be 
would  carry  out  the  same,  according  to  ita  pro- 
visions.' He  did  so  until  December  last,  wlicn  he 
wrote  the  letter  which  I  have  on  my  table,  de- 
clining a  flirther  compliance  on  his  port,  on  the 
ground  that  his  contract  did  not  pay  a  sufficient 
compensation ,  and  asking  the  Senate  to  rdieve  him 
from  the  implied  obligation  which  he  had  take»on 
himself  by  bis  letter  of  December,  1653.  I  have 
both  the  letters  before  me. 

There  was  nolegal  obligation  resting  opon  Qen- 
enl  Armstrong  to  perform  this  service.  He  ha4 
a  perfect  right  to  abandon  it  whenever  he  fonnd 
it  was  a  source  of  loss  or  embarrassment  to  Mm, 
and  entirely  respectftil  and  proper  for  him  to  do 
as  he  did.  The  proprietors  of  the  Sentinel  Ikere- 
upon  addressed  a  communication  to  this  body, 
proposing  to  perform  the  same  work  thatOen<ml 
Armstrong  declined,  at  the  same  price. 

BoUi  communidtfjons  were  referred  to  thsCom- 
mittee on  Printing.  Thatcon^mittee  reported  them 
back,  simply  requesting  that  they  be  dischaited 
from  the  nirther  consideration  or  the  subject.  I 
lioderMand  that  the  then  chairmait  of  the  tent- 
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mittee,  aboat  that  time,  dirtoted  Mr.  Niebolaon 
(Ae  Union  newipoper  hATing,  in  the  mean  time, 
passed  into  bis  hands)  to  perfonn  this  service, 
assaring  him  that  he  should  be  paid  at  the  same 
rate  as  was  allowed  and  paid  to  his  predecessor. 

Now,  sir,  neither  the  late  nor  present  proprietors 
of  the  Union  had  or  have  any  contract  with  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  may,  with  the  greatest  pro- 
priety, employ  any  one  else;  and  whom  can  they 
employ  with  so  much  propriety  as  the  printer 
whom  they  have  elected  for  this  body.' 

My  resolution,  however,  does  not  propose  to 
interrere  with  existing  relations  between  that  paper 
and  this  bodjr-^iot  at  all.  It  simply  proposes 
that  the  Sentinel  shall  perform  like  service,  pro- 
vided its  propriitors  will  perform  it  on  the  same 
terms. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  is  mis- 
taken, when  be  sjys,  that  by  the  adoption  of  my 
resoltuion  this  work  will  be  paid  for  three  times. 
.  The  publisher  of  the  Globe  only,  1  believe,  is 
paid  for  npoHtngr  the  proceedings  of  this  body, 
and  even  he  is  eomplauing  that  the  price  paid  is 
not  sufficient,  and  asks  for  an  increase  of  compen- 
sation. Mr.Nicholson,also,  in  his  letter  request- 
ing to  be  continued  as  publisher,  &c.,  to  the  body, 
asks  for  increased  compensation,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  there  is  much  justibe  in  the  request. 

But  the  proprietors  of  the  Sentinel  inake  no  such 
request.  .Rather  than  occupy  the  outaide  position 
they  now  do;  rather  than  deprive  their  readers  of 
(ffuU  and  complete  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  body  of  which  they  are  officers,  they  oner  to 
accept  the  terms  of  your  resolution,  and  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  comply  with  the  very  letter  of  ita 
provisions,  if  ibahali  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate 
topass  the  order. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  say  there  is  no  contract  with 
the  editor  of  the  Union  to  do  our  reporting,  for 
certainly  the  reporting  is  done  in  that  paper,  in  my 
judgment,  in  an  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  way; 
but  we  have  no  ri^t  to  eomplain  if  we  are  under 
no  contract,  and  therefore  under  no  obligation  to 
pay  for  it.  He  who  contracts  with  the  SemUe  to 
report  its  proceedings,  ought  to  do  it,  and  do  it 
promptly;  but  who  does  not  know  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate  are  deferred  in  the  columns 
of  the  union,  sometimes  for  seven  or  eight  days, 
and  even  longer?  I  believe,  in  fact,  some  are  not 
published  at  all.  The  questions  to  which  the^ 
relate  lose  all  their  interest  when  the  publication  is 
d«f«rred,aadthen,whenthepublie  has  been  allowed 
to  make  up  its  mind  and  come  to  a  conclusion,  on 
iiMuAcieDt  evidence,  on  one sideofthequestion,  the 
other  is  sent  out  to  it.  Tbis,Itbink,  isajosteause 
of  complaint,  if  weare  paying  theeditors  to  publish 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  If,  however,  they 
are  doing  it  on  tbeir  own  account,  they  havear^bt 
to  select  such  matter  as  they  think  proper  to  print, 
and  to  print  it  at  such  times  as  they  think  proper. 
I  believe  that  the  debate  which  spruu;  up  here 
incidentally  the  other  day,  on  the  jYesideol's  veto 
message,  has  not  yet  appeared  in  the  Union.  The 
message  has  appeared,  and  has  gone  to  the  coun- 
try. The  editors  of  that  paper  have  thought 
proper  to  make  their  comments  on  it;  but  if  the 
debate  which  occurred  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
has  appeared  in  that  paper,  it  has  escaped  my 
observation.  Ithinkapaidreporter  of  the  Senate 
has  no  right  to  act  in  this  way,  but  that  he  ought 
to  publish  the  proceedings,  and  publish  them 
promptly;  and  if  he  cannot  do  that,  he  should 
throw  down  his  contract,  and  cease  to  ask  pay  for 
doing  that  which  he  does  not  do  at  all,  or  which, 
at  least,  he  does  not  do  in  a  proper  way. 

Before  we  enter  into  a  contract  with  another 
paper,  I  should  certainly  like  to  know  firom  some 
who  are  conversant  with  the  subject,  whether  it 
is  going  to  do  this  work  in  a  more  prompt  way; 
whether  our  proceedings  are  to  appear  in  some  rea- 
sonable time  after  tbey  have  transpired;  because, 
if  they  are  not,  I  shall  be  just  as  much  opposed  to 
peiying  him  as  anybody  else.  When  questions 
are  discussed  here,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to 
Senatora  themselves  that  the  debates  should  be 
published,  <nd  published  promptly,  so  that,  while 
the  matter  is  before  the  country,  it  may  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  makine  up  a  just  and  proper 
'  judgment  in  repurd  to  it.  It  is  not  hit,  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly unjust,  to  defer  (he  publication  of  our 
proceedings  until  the  public  mind  is  made  up  on 
the  question  to  which  tbey  relate;  for,  in  this 
§»-iimA  t»  «f  onrsi  when  ths  mind  has  cm* 


concluded  upon  a  subject,  it  cannot  be  reopened, 
unless  by  some  very  powerful  appeal,  or  an  alto- 
gether new  presentation  of  the  question.  For 
these  reasons  I  should  like  to  know  from  ray 
friend  from  Indiana,  whether  there  is  a  prospect 
that ~the  proprietors  of  the  Sentinel  will  keep  up 
the  publicauon  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
or  in  some  reasonable  time,  say  within  a  day  or 
two  aAer  they  occur? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  will  answer  the  question  by 
saying  that  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  tliatfact; 
but  these  persons  are  employed  at  the  will  of  the 
Senate,  and  they  can  be  dismissed  at  any  time.  If 
a  person  employed  under  an  order  which  we  make, 
neglects  his  duty,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Senate 
to  dismiss  him  at  any  time;  but  I  take  it  for 

f  ranted,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  if  this  service 
e  ondertaken  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Sentinel, 
they  will  perform  it  faithfully.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  11.   ' 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  move  to 
refer  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
and  I  wish  to  give  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  Itu 
well  known  that  some  three  years  since — I  think 
last  March  three  years  ago — the  editors  of  the  In- 
telligencer, an  old-established  paper  here  of  many 
years'  standing,  threw  up  a  similar  contract  with 
the  one  now  proposed  to  be  made,  because  they 
could  not  anord  to  ful£U  it  at  the  price  allowed 
them.  It  is  also  known  that  the  late  proprietor  of 
the  Union  did  the  seme  thing.  It  is  further  well 
known  that  the  editor  of  theGlobe,  who  certainly 
prepares  the  debates  of  this  body  and  of  the  other 
House  of  Congress  with  an  ability  and  accuracy 
that  cannot  be  surpassed,  has  made  a  publication 
lately,  which  I  have  seen,  in  which  he  shows  that 
he  loses  a  large  amount  of  money  by  reporting  at 
the  present  rates.  Now,  I  know  what  will  be  the 
result  of  all  this.  These  gentlemen  will  not  print 
for  nothing,  nor  without  a  profit ;  and  at  the  close  of 
this  session  of  Congress,  we  shall  be  called  upon 
to  make  up  to  thera  what  they  have  lost  by  this 
contract. 

Mr.  President,  I  think  that  one  official  paper 
for  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 
is  enough.  We  have  the  Congressional  Globe, 
which  IS  ably  conducted,  with  a  reporting  corps, 
in  my  opinion,  equal  to  any  in  this  country,  and 
my  impression  is  that  we  bad  better  dispense  with 
the  rest  of  the  papers  which  rniort  our  proceed- 
ings  fuUjr,  and  have  but  that  alone.  I  think  the 
proposition  of  General  Armstrong  to  decline  his 
contract,  should  have  been  accepted,  as  that  of  the 
National  Intelligencer  was  accepted.  I  think  it 
is  better  not  to  nave  the  reporting  and  printing  of 
the  debates  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House,  con- 
nected with  the  political  papers  of  this  District  any 
longer.  Originally  our  reporting  was  given  to  one 
paper  of  each  party.  Subsequently,  ue  editor  of 
the  Globe,  who  has  for  a  long  time  printed  the 
proceedings  of  Congress,  came  mto  the  reporting. 
I  move,  new,  to  refer  this  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing;  and  I  hope  the  committee 
will  give  the  subjea  a  thorough  investigation.  1 
think  the  proper  courae  for  us  to  punue,  is  to  have 
but  one  official  paper  for  the  Senate;  and  let  that 
be  the  Globe.  I  believe  further,  that  at  the  end 
of  this  session  of  Congress,  all  these  printere  who 
are  printing  for  nothing,  and  finding  themselves, 
will  come  in  for  additional  compensation,  and 
claim  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  for  what  they  have 
done,  in  addition  to  theprices  they  have  received. 
I  have  seen  that  done  heretofore;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  done  again.  I  think,  however, 
that  we  should  be  doing  our  duty  to  the  country 
by  having  one  official  paper  in  which  the  proceed- 
ings ai%  to  be  published.  I  move  the  reference  of 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  think  my  honorable 
friend  from  Indiana  is  laboring  under  a  mistake, 
when  he  says  that  the  Globe  is  reporting  without 
claiming  compensation, 
Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  did  not  say  the  Globe. 
Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  should  have  said  that 
the  Senator's  remark  applied  to  the  Union.  He 
asserted,  as  I  undentood,  that  the  Union  was  pub- 
lishing our  proceedings  without  claiming  compen- 
sation. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    Not  at  all.    I  said  I  under- 
stood the  Union  was  continuing  the  publication 
of  reports  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing. 
Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    Not  at  all. 
Mr.  BRIOHT.    Then  I  sboiUd  like  to  know 


by  what  terms,  or  on  what  authority  it  is  proceed- 
ing? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  will  explain.  The 
former  proprietor  of  the  Union  reijuested  the  Sen- 
ate to  release  him  from  his  obligation  to  report  the 
proceedings.  His  communication  was  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Printing,  but  before  that  com- 
mittee acted  upon  it  the  proprietor  died,  as.  is 
known  to  the  Senate.  We  then  concluded  to  de- 
fer action  until  the  paper  wew  placed  in  the  hands 
of  some  other  person ;  at  least  we  did  not  act  upon 
it  until  atltr  thepresent  proprietor  got  possession 
of  the  Union.  He^hen  addressed  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  claiming  the 
right  to  report  under  the  contract  made  with  a 
former  proprietor.  That  contract  was  examined 
by  the  committee,  and  we  regarded  it  as  a  judicial 
question,  and  signified  to  him  that  if  he  considered 
himself  entitled  to  report  under  the  contract,  he 
could  proceed,  but  that  we  were  not  called  upon 
to  say  whether  he  was  entitled  to  claim  thebenefit  , 
of  the  fo.rmer  contract  or  not;  hence  We  reported 
a  resolution  to  the  Senate,  asking  simply  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. We  believed  that  it  was  a  question  between 
him  and  the  accountine  officers,  whether  they 
would  recognize  him  as  legally  authorized  to  re- 
port our  proceedings,  and  receive  compensation 
for  doing  so.  I  understand,  that  since  that  period 
he  has  assumed  the  character  of  reporter,  and  has 
received  compensation  for  reporting  the  debates  of 
this  body  from  that  time  until  the  present.  Such 
I  undenland  to  be  the  facts;  and  this  is  the  history 
of  the  matter. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  were  a  new  question ,  and  I  had 
to  select  a  reporter  for  this  body,  I'should  cer- 
tainly be  willing  to  confer  the  reporting  on  the 
gentleman  who  nas  been  selected  by  the  majority 
of  this  body  to  do  its  work.  But  I  sympathize, 
as  1  remarked  before,  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  California,  and  I  believe 
it  was  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
we  should  have  but  one  peraon  to  furnish  reports, 
and  put  him  upon  a  footing  that  will  enable  him 
to  have  the  reports  done  correctly,  and  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  be  creditable  to  himself  and  to  the 
country. 

I  think  (he  evidence  which  we  have  before  us, 
is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  every  Senator 
that  the  reports  in  the  Globe  are  equal  to  any  in 
any  country.  Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  to 
appoint  an  additional  reporter  ?  We  already  have 
two.  Is  it  to  afford  intbrmation  to  the  membecs 
of  this  body?  By  no  means,  because  we  have  the 
Globe  and  the  Union  laid  upon  our  tables  everj 
morning;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Union,  if  it  is 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate  that  that  paper  is  not 
an  authorized  reporter,  here  is  the  Globe.  What 
then,  1  repeat,  can  be  the  object  of  creating  the 
additional  expense  of  |SO,000?  I  am  not  accurate 
as  to  the  amount;  but  I  think  it  is  near  that  sum. 
I  ask  (he  Senals,  where  is  the  necessity  for  adding 
the  additional  expense  of  130,000,  when  we  have 
reports,  made  in  the  style  in  which  they  are  made 
in  the  Globe,  and  when  we  are  informed  by  the 
proprietor  of  that  paper,  that  unless  he  receives 
increased  compensation,  he  cannot  continue  to  give 
those  reports? 

Divide  the  annual  expense  of  between  |60,000 
and  f 70,000  between  several,  and  your  reporting 
will  not  be  on  as  good  a  footing,  and  net  so  cal- 
cttiated  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  country,  or  to 
this  body,  as  if  you  were  to  take  half  the  amount, 
or  less  than  half  the  amount,  and  appropriate  the 
money  for  the  payment  of  a  solitary  reporter. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  have  innueiKed  me 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion  which  I  have  ex- 
pressed to  the  Senate.  I  reiterate,  that  we  had 
better  dispense  with  all  the  reporters  but  one;  and 
such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
when  we  investigated  the  matter.  We  came  to 
that  determination;  and,  after  we  had  reported  the 
facts,  recommended  an  increcuied  number  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  to  be  taken  for  each  Senator. 
The  present  proprietor  of  the  Union  says  that 
he  is  entitled  lo  the  contract  of  the  former  proprie- 
tor of  that  paper,  and  under  that  contract  he  has 
gone  on  making  reports,  and  is  receiving  com- 
pensation for  them,  as  I  am  assured.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference  to  me  whether  the  Senate  refer 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  or 
dispose  of  it  now.  Whichever  the  Senate  prefera 
win  suit  me;  but  roy  deliberate  judgment  and  eon- 
Tietioa  is  thai  which  I  havs  txpnmti,  that  we 
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had  better  confine  the  reporting  to  one  paper,  and 
place  that  upon  such  footing  as  that  it  can  live, 
and  perpetuate  the  records  of  the  Senate.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  reference  of  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing;  and  if  it  be  so  referred, 
I  (lii-dge  myself  to  invesiijcate  it  thoroughly,  and 
endeavor  to  do  ample  justice  to  all  parties.  It  is 
from  no  prejudice  or  prepossession  for  or  against 
any  paper,  that  I  have  expres.sed  myself  in  the 
way  1  have  done.  The  one  which  1  intimate 
should  be  selected  is  the  permanent  reporter  of 
this  body.  That  paper  has  no  connection  with 
politicians  or  politics.  It  is  laboring  for  the  com- 
pensation which  it  receives  for  the  reporting,  and 
to  rear  up  for  itself  a  reputation  as  a  faithful  and 
carefully  prepared  record  of  Congressional  pro- 
ceedings. 

The.se  remarks  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
make,  in  atiswer  to  what  was  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana. 
-  Mr.  GWIN.  I  desire  to  amend  the  motion 
which  1  made  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  so  as  to  instruct  ihem  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  abolishing  all  contracts  for 
reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  except 
that  made  with  the  Congressional  Globe. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  to  the  reference.  1  consider  that  a 
reference  of  the  resolution  to  the  committee  would 
defeat  it.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama 
speaks  about  the  expense  resulting  from  three 
reporters.  This  body  pays  but  one  reporter;  and 
he  is  paid  through  the  compensation  allowed  to 
the  Globe,  as  I  am  informed,  at  least.  1  see  no 
reporter  for  the  Union  seated  in  that  desk  as  here- 
tofore. If  i  am  correct,  then  the  only  reporting 
done  here  is  paid  for  by  the  Globe,  and  the 
reports  of  the  Globe  ore  carried  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.     Do  I   understand  the 

statement  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  to  be  that 

the  Union  newspaper  is  not  paid  for  our  reporting .' 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    It  is  paid  so  much  per  column, 

but  nothing  extra  for  reporting. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  price  received  by 
the  Globe,  per  column,  if  I  am  correctly  informed 
by  the  Secretary,  is  received  by  the  Union.  Am 
1  right  in  that,  Mr.  Dickins? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  Union  and  the  Globe  are 
now  paid  the  compensation  contemplnteil  by  the 
original  resolution;  nothing  more.  What  they 
receive  is  so  much  per  column. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  understand  that  to 
be  the  fact  with  all  the  papers.  I  mean  by  re- 
porting, receiving  so  much  per  column;  and  I 
undertake  to  say  that  the  Union  receives  the  same 
compensation  as  the  Globe  receives. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  Senator  is  correct  in  that. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  the  object  of  my  resolution 
is  nothing  more  than  this:  to  give  the  editors  of 
the  Sentinel  newspaper  the  same  compensation, 
for  publishing  our  debates  and  proceedings,  as 
has  hitherto  been  paid,  and  is  now  being  poid  to 
other  papers  in  this  city. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Do  I  understand  from  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  that  the  Union  and  the 
Globe  receive  the  same  compensation  ? 
Mr.  BRIGHT.  They  do. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  And  your  information  is, 
that  the  Union  copies  the  proceedings  from  the 
Globe.' 

.Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  understand  that  to  be  the 
fact,  but  1  beg  leave  to  be  understood  as  not  cen- 
suring or  complaining  of  this  course. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  That  is  all  I  wanted  to  as- 
certain. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  de- 
bate has  assumed  the  shape  it  has.  it  may  be 
construed  into  hostility  to  one  paper  and  pnriialily 
for  another.  I  can  say,  however,  in  all  sincerity, 
with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama,  that  I 
have  neither  prejudice  nor  partiality  in  this  case. 
I  am  for  meting  out  even-handed  justice  to  all 
parties  interested,  and  as  we  have  elected  a  printer 
to  this  body,  who  is  the  publisher  of  a  daily  paper 
of  general  circulation,  in  justice  to  him,  so  long 
as  we  continue  to  publish  our  proceedings,  we 
ought  to  give  him  the  same  privilege  that  we  have 
given  the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  and  Union.  If 
we  aie  not  prepared  to  treat  him  and  his  readers 
with  that  respect,  I  would  advise  him  to  resign 
the  position  which  he  occupies  as  an  officer  of 
this  body. 

There  is  no  force,  Mr.  President,  to  my  mind, 
in  the  argument  that  we  are  exunding  this  service 


beyond  the  wants  of  the  community;  each  of  these 
papers  have  diflerenl  readers.  It  is  to  the  papers 
of  the  capital  the  public  look  for  a  full  and  accu- 
rate report  of  our  doings,  and  the  additional  ex- 
penditure resulting  from  selecting  a  third  channel 
of  communication  is  insignificant  compared  to  the 
convenience  and  advantage  resulting  from  it.  I 
would  be  far  from  appropriating  money  to  any 
such  object,  if  the  only  end  to  be  attained  was  a 
pecuniary  benefit  to  those  we  employ.  We  have 
no  right  (let  our  private  feelings  be  what  they 
may)  to  apply  the  public  funds  from  any'sucfi 
considerations.  1  approve  a  reasonable  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  tor  the  object  indicated  in  the 
resolution  before  us,  believing  the  public  get  value 
received  for  it. 

From  what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  California,  and  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  one  might  infer  that  this  was 
an  issue  made  between  the  Union  and  Sentinel. 
No  such  issue  was  intended  by  me.  If  my  reso- 
lution had  proposed  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  lotter,  and  refuse  that  of  the  former, 
then  there  would  have  been  some  ground  for  such 
an  inference;  but  it  does  no  such  thing.  It  was 
to  avoid  any  such  imputation,  and  to  place  both 
on  on  equal  footing,  believing  at  the  same  time, 
the  public  interest  would  be  subserved  by  so 
doing,  that  I  offered  the  resolution  under  consid- 
eration, and  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  am 
surprised  to  see  opposition  from  the  quarter  it 
comes.  As  to  a  reference  of  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  I  am  utterly  opposed.  There  are 
but  two  members  of  that  committee  present.  One 
of  them,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama, 
has  already  avowed  his  opposition  to  the  employ- 
ment of  more  than  one  reporter,  and  his  argument 
would  justify  the  belief  that  he  was  opposed  to 
printing  generally. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  said  I  was  for  having 
but  one  reporter. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  honorable  Senator's  view, 
he  will  permit  me  to  say,  is  behind  the  age.  That 
argument  would  have  answered  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago;  but  the  honorable  Senator  is  opposed 
to  my  proposition ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  consent 
to  send  it  m  be  cared  for  by  its  enemies.  How 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  views  this  matter,  I  know  not,  but  I 
hope  in  a  more  friendly  light  than  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Alabama.  I  doubt  not  he  does;  but 
I  should  object  to  a  reference,  under  the  circum- 
stances, if  I  knew  a  favorable  report  would  follow, 
because  it  is  a  plain,  simple  proposition,  and  needs 
no  e.\planation  from  any  one.  Every  Senator  is 
as  well  prepared  to  say  now  whether  he  will  or 
will  not  make  the  Sentinel  the  equal  of  the  Union, 
so  far  as  regards  its  relationship  to  this  body,  as 
he  will  be  after  the  Committee  on  Printing  shall 
have  reported. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  wishes  to  do  justice  to  the  Union,  so 
far  as  he  is  concerned,  and  I  wish  to  see  justice 
done  to  them  all,  so  far  os  1  am  concerned.  The 
Union  has  its  reporter.^  here.  We  will  correct 
that  at  once;  but  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
discharge  the  duties  that  are  imposed  upon  them 
as  reporters  here  I  have  nothing  to  say,  though  I 
hove  heard  the  manner  in  which  they  do  discharge 
their  duties  questioned.  With  reference  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  I  have 
to  say  that  it  strikes  me  as  eminently  just  and 
equal.  If  we  give  the  rejiorting  and  printing  of 
the  debates  of  this  body  to  the  Union,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  fair  and  just  that  they  should  be  given 
to  the  Sentinel  also.  If,  sir,  the  public  desire 
neither,  let  them  both  he  stricken  out. 

Mr.  GWIN.     I  am  in  lavor  of  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  I  am  to  vote  for  the  reten- 
tion of  the  one,  I  shall  certainly  vote  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  other;  but  if  I  am  called  upon  to 
reject  one,  i  shall  certainly  advocate  the  rejection 
of  the  other.  The  Union  has  it.  The  validity  of 
the  contract  with  that  paper  is  a  matter  which  I 
see  is  questioned  seriously  upon  this  floor;  so  that 
some  seem  to  regard  it  as  scarcely  having  a  con- 
tract at  all — that  there  is  no  validity  in  the  con- 
tract. The  other,  which  is  the  recognized  organ — 
as  printer — of  the  body  by  our  own  election  here, 
asks  that  it  may  have  it,  and  report  the  proceed- 
ingR.of  the  body. 

There  is  yet  another  consideration,  and  that  is 
this:  If  it  be  just  to  go  on  and  give  the  printing 
of  the  proceedings  antl  debates  of  the  body  to  two 


Democratic  papers,  where  is  the  justice,  if  it  be 
demanded,  of  refusing  to  give  it  to  a  paper  of  the 
Whig  party.'  I  shall  feel  myself  equally  bound, 
in  all  fairness  and  justice,  to  the  other  side  of  this 
body,  if  application  be  made  upon  the  part  of  a 
Whig  journal  to  print  the  proceedings,  to  support 
the  proposition,  and  to  give  it  the  printing  also. 

i\lr.  BRODHEAD.  Such  a  proposition  it  be- 
fore the  Senate? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     What  proposition.' 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  A  proposition  w  pay  the 
Intelligencer. 

tVlr.  JOHNSON.  The  Intelligencer  declined 
to  continue  the  reporting,  but  may  renew  it  again. 
If  it  is  profitable  to  the  Sentinel,  I  conceive  it 
would  be  so  to  any  paper;  and  the  qucviion  re- 
solves itself  into  this:  do  we  need  any  other  paper 
of  this  city  to  print  our  reports  other  than  the  one 
which  has  had  the  whole  contract  for  reporting, 
and  has  discharged  its  duty  so  well  to  this  body 
and  the  other  branch  of  Congress.'  Ifwedo.it 
seems  to  me  clear  at  once,  in  accordance  with 
justice  and  good  sense,  that  the  papers  of  both 
political  parties  in  the  city  should  all  hare  a  chance 
if  they  make  the  application.  I  see  no  other 
way  to  proceed  in  order  to  do  justice. 

I  have  been  recently  placed  upon  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  and  that  is  my  excuse  for  joining  in 
this  debate  at  all,  particularly  as  this  resolatina 
has  not  been  before  the  committee  since  1  have 
been  a  member  of  it. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  says  the  reference  of 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  will 
be  the  death  of  it.  I  assure  him  that,  if  it  goes 
before  that  committee,  it  will  meet  with  no  preju- 
dice on  my  part,  either  for  or  against  it;  hot  it 
will  meet  with  a  simple  disposition,  to  evolve  and 
establish  some  principle  by  which  the  whole  mat- 
ter may  be  disposed  of  justly. 

I  coll  the  attention   of  the  Senate  to  another 
matter.    Before  I  was  a  member  of  the  Coinmitlee 
on  Printing,  1   olfered  a  resolution — and    subse- 
quently investigated  the  subject  to  a  very  coniid- 
erable  extent — as  to  whether  the  Globe  newspa- 
per was  receiving  a  sufficient  compensation.    One 
of  the  membersof  that  committee,  [Mr.  Hami.ix,| 
who  was  disposed  to  leave  it,  was  anxirxi.s  that  I 
should    take  his   place;  but  I   could    not  accede 
to  the  solicitation  .intil  they  had  disposed  of  lh»  - 
resolution  which   I  had  offered  on   that  subject.  * 
The  investigation  which   I   originated    has  been 
disposed  of  by  the  committee.     Their  report  was 
mode  before  the  former  chairman   of  the  commit- 
tee resigned  his  place;  and  it  is  now  upon  yoor  t 
tables  for  consideration.     With  the  consideration  I 
of  the  question  of  increased   compensation  in  the  ' 
Globe,  which  every  one  certainly  will  be  anxions 
to    sustain,  must  necessarily  come  up  the  con- 
sideration of  all  the  e.xpenditurc8thot  are  involved 
in  reporting  and  printing  thedebatesof  this  body. 
To  consider  this  resolution,  therefore,  now,  and 
thus  to  settle  the  question,  will  hanfly  be  ftiir  to 
the  subject,  for  it  embraces  but  a  very  small  part 
of  it.     It  is  imjiossible  to  act  upon  thisre.siilution, 
with  justice  to  yourselves  and  the  subject,  without 
having  the  whole  cose  before  us.     This  I  respeei-  ' 
fully  submit  to  the  Senate.     I  do  not  advocate  the 
reference  of  the  resolution  to  fbe  Commiueeon 
Printing;  but  if  it  is  thought  better  to  refer  it,  I 
have  no  objection  to  do  what  Is  my  duty  in  regard 
to  it.     Yet  I  maintain,  that  all  these  resolut'ons, 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on   Printing,  in  ' 
regard  to  the'necessity  of  increasing  the  compen-  ' 
sation  to  the  Globe,  should  be  considered  at  lh»  ' 
same  time,  so  that  some  permanent  settlement  of  ' 
the  matter  may  be  made  by  which  it  shall  l>e  de- 
termined that  both  of  these  papers  (the  Union  snd 
the  Sentinel)  shall  be  appointed  to  report  and  piinl 
the  debates  of  the  body,  or  that  both  sholl  be  re-  ' 
jected  from  that  service.     I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
right  in  those  views,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  I  am. 

There  is  another  question,  one  of  fact,  and  to 
that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  The  fart 
is  this:  1  do  not  know  but  that  it  is  supererogs- 
tion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  it  at  all. 
for  it  is  notorious  to  every  one;  and  it  is  utierMi 
by  me  in  no  unkindness  toward  anyone.  The 
priming  that  is  done  outside  the  columns  of  ili« 
Globe,  in  the  shape  of  printing  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings  and  debates  for  this  body,  whelker 
done  in  the  Union,  or  done  formerly  In  the  Intel- 
ligencer, or  any  other  paper,  is  very  renerslly 
done  with  reference  to  profit,  and  not  with  refer- 
ence to  the  occasion,  and  to  speedy,  immediaMt 
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dinet,  and  correct  execution  of  their  task.    That 
u  so.     It  is  notorioue  that  the  Globe,  working 
gighiand  day,  constantly  and  incessantly,  keep- 
full  bodies  of  reporters  and   of   type-setters 

rr^H.]v.  whether  they  have  services  to  perform  and 

>d  with  matter  by  the  reports  of  our 

,i     rtui.  ua  and  debates  or  not,  brings  out  the 

niutier  the  next  day  in  almost  every  solitary  in- 

siance;  and  it  is  a  very  common  thing  that  a  Sen- 

t«tor  rises  here,  and  makes  a  speech,  and  by  the 
ime  he  ^la  down  into  the  cliy,  he  has  a  printed 
opy  of  It  in  his  hands  ready  to  read. 
That  is  the  manner  in  which  the  reporting  is 
iooe  for  tliat  paper;  but  the  speed  with  which  the 
eports  are  got  out,  as  a  necessiary  consequence, 
Mercesand  compels  the  proprietor  lo  go  into  a 
itty  heavy  disbursement  of  money.  It  is  noto- 
ri'ius  a^ain.on  the  other  hand,  that  when  (he  pub- 
lic papers  and  daily  Journnis  undertake  this  Kind 
of  service,  days  elapse  before  you  see  any  parli- 
tle  of  the  re()ort,  and  the  reporters  that  they  em- 
;iloy  kere  are  useless,  so  far  as  any  necessity  exists 
'oT  them,  becau.'^e  they  iiiuy  given  full  report,  and 
iut  too  corrected  by  Senators  themselves,  if  they 
rill  go  to  the  columns  of  (he  Globe.  That  (hey 
loirn  there  I  do  not  allege,  because  I  know  that 
Li.t  Tni  <i.  iios  its  reporters;  but  1  know  also  that 
i      .<-'    rj  the  alienation  thai,  ill  many  instances, 

Il'fui.  L.c  cxiraordiimry  similarities  of  (he  reports, 
(hty  must  liave  gone  there.      1   know  also  that 
they  hive  their  reporters;  and,  in  one  instance, 
when  I  called  for  my  own  remarks,  they  made  an 
Bccuraie  report  of  them. 
But,  sir,  It  is  notorious  that  the  reports  of  these 
papersdu  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  of  this 
body,  and  .meet  the  call  for  them  from  the  public, 
and  that  the  reports  of  the  debates  of  the  body 
-        £0  fortti  to  (he  world  through  the  columns  of  the 
^^v&lobe.    It  is  tbe  received  and  recognized  organ, 
^^n/id  it  is  the  one  to  which  Senators  go  fur  the  pur- 
^^ftioae  of  correcting  their  speeches.     It  is  the  legit- 
^^Bm&[e  and  authorized  enunciation  of  the  debates 
^^pUiat  lake  place  upon   this  floor.     Whether  it  is 
'        necessary ,  or  right,  or  oppropriate,  that  we  should 
conunue  the  publication   in  the  Union,  I  do  not 
know;  but  satisfied  am  I  that  if  it  is  proper  to  con- 
tinue It,  we  should  continue  to  publish  in  the  whole 
of  them;  and  if  the  Intelligencer,  or  the  Whig 
ur|an  should  come  in,  I  should  feel  bound  to  say 
.        (hat  they  should   have  their  reporters  upon  this 
^^■duor,  as  well  as  the  others. 

^^B    Mr.  BlllCjHT.  I  merely  desire  to  any,  in  reply 
^^■o  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  that  it  is  my  iiiten- 
^^Bion,  when  the  Sentinel  shall  be  placed  upon  an 
^^pqual  fooling  with  the  other  papers,  to  introduce  a 
'       resolution  devolving  upon  ihecommiKee,  of  which 
(hat  Senator  is  chairman,  the  duty  of  seeking  to 
sysiemize  the  reports  of  our  proceedings   here. 
Until,  however,   the  Sentinel   is  placed    upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  papers,  I   shall  not 
make  (he  motion.     After  the  Senate  shall  have 
voted  on  my  resolution,  and  adopted  it,  as  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will,  I  promise  (hut  I  will   olTer  a 
resiilulion  referring  the  eniiresubject  to  (he  Com- 
mittee on  Printing;  and,  from  what  the  Senator 
says,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  get  a  fair  report. 

I  Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  desire  to  nsk  the  Senator 
question,  it  is  questioned  whether  (he  Union 
ewnpaper  has  any  contract  at  all  by  which  it  has 
right  to  cull  fur  pay.  Of  course,  gentlemen  will 
01  refuse  to  pay  for  its  services,  as  far  as  (hey 
^vegoue.  We  know  that,  wi(hout  any  kind  of 
Dubt,  they  will  be  puid  for,  whether  the  services 
KCOniracteil  fur  or  noi;  but  (he  matter  ought  to 
e  investigated  and  determined,  and  they  either 
eh  luld  not  be  permitted  lo  go  on  at  all,  or  should 
^^_ke  (Hrrmitttd  logo  on  with  power  to  draw  pay. 
^^^ut  ihe  qiiestion  which  1  desire  to  ask  the  Senator 
^B*i  ''^>  vhile  the  matter  rests  in  (hat  attitude,  we 
■  should  order  aconiruct  to  be  made  with  the  Sen- 
tinel, will  il  any  longer  rest  in  our  power — will  (he 
^^dilor  so  frame  (he  contract — lo  dispense  with  the 
^^■rhole  of  them  ? 

^H  Mr.  BRIGHT.    It  is  in  (he  powerof  the  Senate 

'       to  dispense  with  all  the  contracts.     They  are  on 

the  table,  and  can  be  read.     They  are  at  the  will 

of  the  Senate,  and  (he  parties  can  be  dismissed  at 

any  time.    The  order  of  the  Senate  would  dismiss 

^^Jhem  all  this  morning.   There  can  be  no  objection 

^^ftp  that  score. 

■V  Mr.  DOUGLAS.     I  agree  with  what  the  two 
^^oenatnrs,  who  have  just  spoken,   have  said.     1 
think  we  ought  to  put  the  Sentinel  upon  an  equal 
'jotiiig  with  the  other  papers.     I  do  not  concur 


in  the  idea  that  we  should  have  three  reporters. 
i  think  (here  should  be  but  one  corps  of  reporters, 
and  (hat  that  corps  should  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  Globe,  as  il  now  is;  and  that  the  other 
papers  should  copy  their  reporta  from  it.  There 
would  be  many  advantages  resulting  from  that 
course.  If  we  have  three  corps  of  reporters,  we 
have  a  variance  in  (heir  report,  and  a  Senator  has 
to  correct  three  dilTeient  copies,  or  be  liable  to 
misconstruction  in  having  wrong,  unrevised  copies 
put  in  CKculation. 

I  believe,  therefore,  one  corps  of  reporters, 
who  would  publish  their  reports  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  then  have  ihem  copied  into  the  other 
political  papers  of  the  city  would  be  (he  best  plan. 
With  that  view,  I  shall  vote  to  put  the  Sentinel 
on  an  equality  with  (he  Union  and  the  Intelli- 
gencer. I  shall  then  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  to  refer  the  whole  subject 
for  revision  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  in 
order  to  make  such  changes  as  they  think  proper. 
To  refuse  to  put  our  own  primer  on  an  equality 
with  the  other  political  papers  of  the  city,  strikes 
me  as  remarkable.  1  did  not  vote  for  that  printer, 
but  I  am  not  willing  to  give  a  vote  here  that 
would  make  us  show  an  invidious  dislinclion 
against  him,  as  would  seem  to  be  a  mark  of  con- 
demnation to  the  country;  and  especially  as  a 
Democrat,  1  would  not  do  it,  when  we  have  not 
hesitated  to  give  (he  same  prindng  to  a  Whig 
paper.  But  I  hold  that  politics  have  nothing  lo  do 
with  the  question.  Il  is  proper  to  put  all  on  an 
equality,  and  then  adjust  ihe  pay  and  duties  in 
such  a  manner  as  we  shall  see  proper,  after  the 
report  of  the  committee  has  been  made. 

iMr.  GWIN.  Il  must  be  evident  to  the  Senate 
that  the  proper  course  to  pursue  is  to  agree  to  the 
motion  which  1  have  made,  to  refer  the  whole 
subject  to  the  CommiKee  on  Printing.  I  wilh- 
draw  the  instructions  which  1  adiled  to  that  mo- 
tion; but  the  whole  question  ceriainly  should  go 
10  that  committee,  i  know  the  fact,  and  it  is 
known  lo  all  Senators  who  have  inquired  into  (he 
matter,  that  the  conductor  of  the  tilobe  is  losing 
now  ^l  5U  a  column  by  the  printing  of  the  reports 
of  this  body.  I  do  not  make  my  motion  because 
I  wish  to  show  any  invidious  distincliop  against 
the  printer  of  the  Senate,  nor  do  t  wish  to  deprive 
him  of  any  legitimale  profits  of  the  reporting  for 
the  Senate.  Mr.  President,  there  is  no  profit  in 
It.  It  is  notorious,  the  fact  cannot  be  disputed, 
that  the  price  we  pay  does  not  pay  the  expenses 
of  ihe  reporting  and  printing.  iNo  paper  in  the 
country  is  conducted  on  a  more  economical  plan 
than  the  Globe,  and  it  Is  well  known  that  the 
conductor  of  that  paper  cannot  pay  his  expenses, 
ond  We  cannot  expeclour  printer  to  print  ilie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  unless  we  anticipate  giving 
him  a  profit  upon  what  he  will  do  now  nl  a  loss. 

1  am  entirely  opposed  to  continue  adding  to  the 
papers  which  are  to  report  our  proceedings.  It  is 
perfectly  well  known  that  it  is  a  losing  business 
10  all  the  papers.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  refers 
to  the  Intelligencer.  Its  editors  get  nothing  from 
US.  They  gave  up  their  contract  more  than  two 
years  ago,  and  tney  have  not  received  one  dollar 
from  us  since.  I  think  their  reports — their  ab- 
stract reports  of  our  proceedings — are  equal  to  any 
that  1  have  seen. 

But  1  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  whole  sub- 
jectshouldgotolheCommiileeon  Printing.  Before 
we  appoint  another  paper  to  print  our  proceedings, 
we  ought  to  ascertain  from  the  official  reportof  that 
commiKee,  (he  (rue  stale  of  (hiiiga  in  reference  to 
the  papers  that  have  been  publishing  our  debates. 
I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  thing  in  the  way  of  the 
printer  of  the  Semite.  Hia  journal  is  a  well  con- 
ducted paper;  and  he  should  receive  all  the  patron- 
age which  he  is  entitled  to  as  the  printer  of  this 
body;  but  ihalis  entirely  outside  of  the  reporting 
and  printing  of  the  debates  of  the  Senate.  Il  is 
not  cimnecled  with  the  reporting  at  all.  I  think 
the  subject  ought  to  be  thoroughly  examined  by 
the  proper  committee  of  the  body,  before  we  add 
another  large  item  lo  our  expenditure,  (he  amount 
of  which  none  can  anticipate  now.  I  withdraw 
the  instructions,  but  insist  on  the  reference,  and 
ask  for  ihe  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  would  imply  that  1  had  pre- 
judged this  question;  and  (hat  it  was  from  some 
opposition  lo  the  Sentinel  that  I  have  interposed 
resistance  to  his  resolution.  Now,  it  is  Uue  to  me 
to  say  that  there  was  no  motion  lo  refer  the  resolu- 


tion to  Ihe  committee  when  I  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate; and  I  was  content  that  the  Senate  should  dis- 
pose of  it  without  a  reference.  I  was  also  per- 
fectly willing  lo  avow  my  opinion  in  reference  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  reporting  should  be  con- 
ducted. I  trust  no  gentleman  would  mistrust  me 
for  a  moment,  and  think  that  I  would  do  other 
than  impartial  and  even-handed  justice  to  all. 
The  editor  of  the  Sentinel  isagentleman  for  whom 
1  have  a  high  regard;  and,  standing  as  he  does, 
as  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  I  have  been  prepared, 
at  all  limes,  lo  do  him  ample  justice.  But  my 
object  is  not  lo  favor  this  or  that  individual.  It  is 
to  save  the  additional  annual  expenditure  which  I 
believe  to  be  unnecessary.  I  have  sent  for  an  es- 
timate of  the  annual  amount  which  it  costs  to  do 
our  priming.  If  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Senate  not 
to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, I  will  present  thai  estimate  when  1  receive  it. 
I  want  the  Senate  to  know  the  amount  of  addi- 
tional unnecessary  expense  which  it  will  throw 
upon  the  Government. 

The  Whig  paper  of  this  city,  if  I  am  not  incor- 
rectly informed,  voluntarily  abandoned  its  con- 
tract some  three  years  ago.  It  declined  to  make 
the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  body,  ond 
hence  the  editor  was  willing  to  be  released  from 
the  contract.  The  Union  did  the  same  thing  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session;  but  after  the 
paper  got  into  new  hands — the  moving  Cause  is 
better  known  to  them  than  to  me,  for  I  never 
passed  a  word  with  the  editor  in  my  life — he  pro- 
posed lo  resume  the  conirncl.  The  subject  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Printing,  but  we  did 
not  undertake  to  determine  whether  he  could  pro- 
ceed wiih  ihe  reporting  or  not. 

1  repeat,  it  i.s  not  to  favor  thisor  that  individual 
that  1  have  submitted  these  remarks;  for,  if  the 
question  were  submitted   to   me  to  bestow  equal 

rntrenaje  upon  all  the  papers,  if  I  know  myself, 
am  prepared  to  mete  out  even-handed  justice  lo 
the  Whig  parly  as  well  as  lo  my  party,  in  pro- 
portion lo  their  relative  strength  upon  this  floor; 
but  I  am  not  looking  at  that.  I  am  going  behind 
it,  and  1  want  to  protect  the  Treasury  from  a  large 
additional  expense  when  (here  is  no  neces.sity  for  it. 

In  reference  to  the  Union — I  was,  perhaps,  in 
error  in  not  noticing  the  fact  before — it  is  boldly 
charged  that  the  Ijnion  has  no  reporters  here. 
Often  as  I  have  seen  those  two  gentlemen  there  in 
their  seats,  I  declare  lo  the  Senate  that  I  did  not 
know  which  was  for  the  Union,  and  which  for 
the  Globe,  until  I  inquired  a  few  moments  ago.  I 
understand  that  the  gentleman  furthest  from  me  is 
the  reporter  for  the  Union.  I  think  my  friend 
from  Indiana  has  done  that  paper  injustice,  for  I 
understand  that  their  reporters  have  been  here 
regularly  reporting  all  the  time.  In  reference  to 
the  accuracy  of  their  reports,  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  BnowN,]  I  cannot  undertake  to  speak. 
Whether  the  reports  in  the  Union  are  made  with 
the  same  accurocy  as  those  in  the  Globe,  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say,  because  I  have  never  scru- 
tinized them  lo  ascertain  the  fact.  So  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  the  reports  are  accurate.  As 
to  their  time  of  nublicuiion,  I  cannot  speok. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  did  not  complain  of  the  inac- 
curacy of  the  reports  in  the  Union,  but  of  the 
slowness  of  their  publication. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  That  may  be  the  fact. 
I  am  not,  however,  sufficiently  informed  to  speak 
in  regard  to  il,  for  I  have  generally  gone  lo  the 
Globe,  and  adopted  the  Globe  in  regard  to  any 
remarks  which  I  have  made;  and  since  I  have  been 
in  the  Senate,  I  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of 
that. 

If  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  act  upon 
the  matter  now,  I  will  slate  in  a  few  minutes  the 
expense  of  reporting.  At  (he  first  session  of 
the  Thirty-Second  Congress,  the  Globe  received 
$16,708  15,  and  nt  the  second  session  48,318  76, 
making  an  aggregate  of  $25,026  91.  The  Uriou 
received  $15,84936  the  long  session,  and  $7,788  6U 
the  short  session,  being  an  aggregate  of  $y3,C37  96. 
I  understand  the  discrepancy  results  from  the  fact 
that  the  length  of  the  columns  in  the  two  papers  is 
different.  In  addition  to  that,  we  have  furnished 
a  cerluin  number  of  the  CongressionnI  Globe  and 
Appendix  lo  Senators,  at  a  cost  of  $7,416  for  the 
two  sessions.  Add  these  amounts  together,  and 
it  makes  an  expenditure  of  $58,080  87  for  the  two 
sessions  of  a  Congress;  and  to  (hat  it  is  now  pro- 
posed lo  add  the  amounl^-eupposing  the  columns 
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of  the  Sentinel  to  be  about  equal  to  the  Globe— of 
•35,000,  which  wouJd  maJce  upward*  of  |80,0C!P 
for  reporting  for  eaeh  Concresa  of  two  seasions. 

If  it  be  the  aenae  of  the  Senate  to  enterinto  tbat 
expenditure,  I  have  diachat^ged  my  duty.  I  trust 
the  Senate  will  not  consider  that  I  have  obtruded 
my  opinion  upon  the  Senate.  If  a  motion  had 
been  made  at  first  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
PrmtiDg,  I  would  not  have  opened  my  mouth.  I 
was  willing  that  the  Senate  should  diapoee  of  it. 
I  entertain  these  opinions;  I  have  not  concealed 
them.  J  am  indisposed  to  have  more  than  one 
reporter  for  the  body.  I  am  willing  to  adopt  the 
paper  which  does  not  belong  to  nther  political 
party,  which  we  may  hold  responsible  for  accurate 
and  correct  reporta.  I  think  I  show  my  disinter- 
estednes  m  that.  I  have  no  prepossession  for  one 
paper  more  than  for  another.  I  was,  however, 
disposed  to  disclose  these  facts  to  the  Senate;and, 
«>  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  it  in  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Pnntmg,  to  investigate  it,  1  will  investigate  the 
subject,  and  come  to  as  correct  a  conclusion  as  I 
can. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  Senators  are  disposed  to 
take  a  vote  now,  I  shall  not  submit  the  motion: 
oihCTwise  I  must  move  that  the  Senate  lake  up 
the  bill  which  has  been  returned  from  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    I  hope  we  shall  take  the 
vote;  the  matter  is  not  so  momentous  a  one,  and 
we  all  know  something  about  this  printing.    I 
think  we  are  all  prepared  to  vote  to-dav. 
.  The  PRESIDfeN<r.    The  quesUon  fa  on  refer- 
ring the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printine- 
and  on  that  quesUon  the  yeaa  and  nays  have  been 
called  for. 
The  yiMs  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  STUART.    I  have  no  disposition  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  this  subjea  now,  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Viieinia  wishes  to  submit  his  motion 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  BSxecutive 
message;  but  before  the  quesUon  is  taken  I  desire 
to  present  my  views  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Trtien  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
permit  nje  to  make  the  motion  to  postpone  all 
pnor  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
which  I  have  mentioned. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  resolution  must  first 
be  disposed  of  before  such  a  motion  can  be  enter- 
tamed. 

-i^'-  ^^°°"^^'^^  '  •«>?*  *•  "'"  P'0«ed 
with  and  dispose  of  this  small  affair. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  vote 
upon  the  proposition.    It  has  been  ftilly  discussed 

Mr  BRODHEAD.  Let  us  hear  the  Senator 
from  Michigan.  '^■■■wr 

.  Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
einia  will  not  press  his  motion,  if  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  desires  to  go  on. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  the  Senate  wiU 
TrZV'f"  this  matter  now.  We  have  no  rfeh? 
to  force  its  consideration  at  this  time,  and  [  hope 

ilw~"V^r'i°"  'i".'"  Poo'I^ned  ""Ul  to-Zr! 
row.  I  think  sufficient  has  been  already  dis- 
U^t1„'"nJ"""^^-|'"i?"""S  «nt  to  a  comSe,  at 
east  to  prevent  its  being  hastily  passed  upon  bv 
he  Senate,  for  we  shall  hereafter  Wcallef  upoj 
to  make  large. payments  for  the  work  that  this 
resolution  may  authorize  to  be  done.  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  now  that  there  ought  to  be  but  one 
reporter  of  the  prpceedines  of  the  Senate;  and  1 
nr'?u'"y  '■f'*.'  *"'  my  Triend  from  Indiana  will 
S"  1^1.'?°'"'"'"  ^y'"^  •'"''  'h""  -uddenly  b^n 

M^  RAnoVo  '"i'*  °T  "■""  to-™orrow. 
Mr.  BADGER.    Let  it  lie  over. 

rilUotob^ct'*""  ""  "'"'  ■»"""•  "f  «>""'  I 
Mi^higa^Te""'"'''""-     The  Senator  from 

se!?;;rTyffuti:k;%^pa^-^ 

poStoon^eS^t"^-     '  -"•  -  »">««-  «o  the 
Tne  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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PAPERS  WITHDRAWN. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  PRATl",  it  was 

peU^'n'Sd'SUS™."""  *"*'  ""•  '•'"  ••**"«"••  "" 
PETITION. 
M/.NORRIS  presented  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Riddle,  of  Boston,  praying  the  reimburse- 
ment of  expenses  incurred  by  hiin  na  agent  of  the 
American  contributors  to  the  Industrial  Exhibi- 
tion at  London  in  1851 ;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

DAVID  MYERLR. 
Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  desire  to  submit  the  motion 
that  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  we 
yeaterday  requested  to  be  returned  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  which  has  been  returned 
this  morning— the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Myerle — be  reconsidered. 

Tie  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  will  be  entered 
on  the  Journal. 

PRINTING  PATENT  OFFICE  REPORT. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  desire  to  move  a  recon- 
siderauon  of  the  vote  yeaterday  adopting  the  res- 
olution authorizing  the  printing  of  thirty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the  agricultural 
poruon  of  the  Patent  Office  report. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Did  the  Senator  vote  in  the 
affirmative? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  No  division  waa  had  upon 
the  quesUon,  and  I  acquiesced  in  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Haa  the  Senator  the  right  to 
make  the  moUon  ?  * 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  1  acquiesced  in  the  vote; 
and  I  believe  the  practice  of  the  Senate  is,  that  in 
■uch  a  ease  a  Senator  haa  the  right  to  aubmil  the 
motion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Was  the  Senator  from 
Pmnsylvaniain  the  Chamber  when  the  vote  waa 
taken,  and  did  he  acquiesce  in  the  vote ' 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    Yes,  sir. 
.K?S!L*'.^^'^PT:    The  Chair  deeidea  that 
the  Senator  has  the  right  to  submit  the  motion ;  and 
the  moUon  will  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 
AI^ENDMENT  OF  SENATE  RULES. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

hiif'!!l'°f^A ''"'"'  '«'«'»",  nnlew  oUierwin  oidered,  on 
nlLiiS^n"  L°."b"  •>"'"iutine«,  requiring  lo  bS^i^'n,™ 
ntewed  »*e  faojwe  of  Repre«>nniliv«i,  .g.l|  be  ttkcn  "o 
ISUi     ^*  V  *•  8««"»n'  nnU    two  dsyi  of  ■ctual 

•Hall  have  interveiieil;  bul  be  ■hsil  men  commnnkiw 
every  ,nch  bill,  reioludon,  or  other  bUBne™  tTSSuo^J^. 

TORTUGAS  FORTIFICATIONS. 
Mr.  MALLORY  submiUed  the  folhiwing  reso- 
luuon;  which  mu  considered  by  unanimoua  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

t.^!:^  I*"  ""  Secretary  of  War  be  reqneMed  lo 
UJST  '?k"'?  ^"*  •■'  *«  expediency  of  pitrnMhTcom- 
pleting  Uie  fortificaUoiw  ai  Tortui«  «nd  Key  WeM. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL  VETO. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  makine 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 
for  the  benefit  of  indigent  inaane  persons,  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  President  of  Uie  United 
Slates,  wiUi  hia  objections. 

Mr.  BADGER  addressed  the  Senate,  review- 
ng  the  several  posiuons  taken  by  Uie  President 

Mr.  WELLER.     (f  my  friend  frt>m  South  ' 

M)'"B???f  pi '  */"  """'V"  adjournment.      I 
Mr.  BUTLER.    1  was  about  to  say  Uiat  I  ' 
should  prefer  to  hear  others;  but  as  I  intend  to 
submtt  my  views  on  tiiis  subject  in  justification  of 
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fomia  so  far  to  modify  hia  motion  aa  lo  fix  Tn»«- 

fr„™  J^i?^''^^;  '  ""derstand  that  my  friend 
from  Michigan  will  not  probably  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  on  Monday  for  more  than  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  I  move,  therefore,  to 
postpone  this  subject  to  Monday;  but  I  will  not 
caU  It  up  on  that  day  until  Uie  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan  has  been  heard,  in  accordance  wilh  the  agree- 
ment or  understiuiding  of  Uie  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOT.  Then  I  have  no  objecnon  to  the 
motion  to  postpone  until  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thuridat, -Way  11,  1854. 
Tht  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ro.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer.  ' 

TheJournalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon 
the  condiUon  of  banks;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


__  _.,     '    -~"  "■"  =-"j»v>.  •■■  juBuucauon  oi 


Hit  Uii.  .tage  of  The  d;i;:re:  I';?/.  o"upy  per- 
hapa  an  hour  on  thia  subject— not  more. 

Mr.  WELLER.  It  fs  not  probable  that  Uie 
aenate  will  lake  up  Uiis  subject  for  consideration 
to-morrow,  as  to-morrow  is  private  bill  day  1 
shall  insist  on  Uie  SenaU  proceeding  with  pnvate 
biUs  to-morrow  Therefore,  wiUi  Uie  conient  of 
my  fnend  from  SouUi  Carolina,  I  will  move  that 
the  furUier  consideration  of  Uiis  subject  be  post- 
poned unul  Monday  next.  ■^  '^ 

Mr.  FOOT.  Remembering  that  Monday  has 
fi^  m!!.^  '  ''?■«"»!»»"  conseht,  to  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  {Mr.  Cam,]  on  anodier  subject,  I 
would  suggest  to  U>e  honorable  Senator  from  Cah- 


DAVID  MYERLE. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  Senate  passed  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  David  Myerle,  which  came  to  the 
House  yesterday.  They,  however,  aubeequenUy 
sent  us  a  message  requeating  the  withdrawal  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  that  the  Clerk  be 
directed  to  return  the  bill. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  have  great  copfidence  in 
the  justice  of  that  claim,  apd  1  hope,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  bill  will  be  returned. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  done  only  by 
unanimous  consent.  ' 

There  waa  no  objection,  and  the  Clerk  waa 
directed  lo  retorn  the  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move 
that  all  further  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  House  bill 
No.  236,  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kanaas,  be  closed  to-morrow  at  twelveo  'clock, 
m.;  and  on  that  motion  1  call  for  the  previous 
queation. 

Mr.  MACE.  Will  the  gentieman  allow  me  to 
make  a  single  suggestion  ?    I  would  ask  that  he 

move  to  poatpone  the  closing  of  debate 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  tiie  genUeman  from 
Illinoia  yield  lo  the  genUeman  from  Indiana  > 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  made  Uie  motion, 
and  it  ia  now  with  the  House  to  do  what  it  pleases 
with  it.  "^ 

[Cries  of"  Yield  to  the  suggestion !"] 
Mr.  MACE.  1  desire  to  suggest  Uiat  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  will  move  to  postpone  the 
closing  of  debate  on  the  Nebraska-Kansas  bill 
"""'*""*  day  next  week,  so  that  every  man  in 
this  House  may  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
It,  inaamuch  as  it  has  never  had  any  discussion 
before  the  people. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  There  is  a  special  order 
for  Tuesday  next.  It  is  desirable  that  this  bill 
should  be  disposed  of  this  week,  so  that  it  may 
be  taken  out  of  the  way  of  other  pressing  busi- 
ness. I  have  made  my  motion,  and  now  ask  for 
the  question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  to  nai"a 
single  question  to  the  gentleman. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  wiUi  the  con- 
sent of  Uie  House,  will  indulge  the  gentleman 
trom  Illinois  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
'"w  iJ^'^P'""""""  "'*>'  may  desire  to  make. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  wish  merely  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  whether  I  misunderstood  him 
yesterday?  I  underatood  him  to  say,  when  he 
gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  make  thia  motion 
to  close  debate,  that  he  would  not  press  it  if  the 
enemies  of  the  measure  desired  further  time  in  ' 
which  to  submit  speeches  on  the  subject? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  misun- 
deretood  me.  He  will  find  my  remarks  correcUy 
reported  in  the  Globe,  and  I  refer  him  to  them. 
The  remarks  1  then  made  are  as  follows: 

"  I  h«ve  to  stnle  Uiat  the  time  at  which  I  shall  propow 
10  lermin^e  debate  will  depend  upon  Uie  opponents  o/tSe 
bill.  If  Uiey  ataow  a  diapohtion  lo  go  on  and  debate  it.  I 
am  diipored  to  allow  the  uunost  Ume  that  will  be  poniUe. 
In  order  to  have  a  Anal  vote  on  tile  bill  before  iheipecia! 
SSfLS.''*'  Pl^ceJ'nce  of  It.  If  they  do  noi  show  anch  a 
dispodtioii,  Uien  I  sbaU  lake  It  for  gnuHed  Uial  ttaey  do  not 
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dcairc  nmlier  deb«t«,  and  •hall  mon  to  MrmiiiMe  It  at  the 

earliest  hour." 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wbs  of  the  imprcasion 
that  there  was  itothing  said  about  the  special  order. 

(Criea  of  "  dueation  !"  "aueslion!"] 

Mr.  GiDDINOS.  I  trust  that  thechaimian  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories  will  p«rmit  me  to  say 
a  single  word. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  to  by^he 
House,  the  eentleman  from  Ohio  will  be  permitted 
to  propound  an  interrogatory  to  the  gentleman 
firom  Illinois. 

[Cries  of  "  I  object!"] 

Mr.  OH  DOINGS.  We  occupied  seven  months 
in  admitting  California  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 
I  now  understand  that  it  is  determined  to  close 
debate  on  this  important  bill  in  four  days. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"! 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  insist  that  my  motion 
be  put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MACE.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana is  aware  that  the  subject  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  am  aware  of  it.  I  move  to  lay 
the  motion  to  close  debate  on  the  table;  and  on 
that  motion  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  would  appeal  to  my  col- 
league to  withdraw  his  motion  for  awhile. 

Mr.  GIDDINOS.  As  the  veas  and  nays  are 
called  on  the  motion  to  lay  ine  motion  to  close 
debate  on  the  table,  I  withdraw  the  motion  which 
I  made  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  renew  the  motion  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House.  i 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  of  Illinois.  On  that  i 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  want  to  ask  the  Chair  a  ! 
question  in  relation  to  this  ihatter. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objecteil  to,  the  gen- 
tleman can  proceed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object, unless  both  sides  i 
affc  to  be  heard.  i 

Mariy  other  Membcrs  objected. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  objecud  to,  and  the 
Chair  must  execute  the  rules.  The  gentleman 
from  Alabama  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Have  I  not  a  right  to  ask  i 
the  Chair  a  question  in  relation  to  the  vote  I  am  ! 
about  to  give  ?  I 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  has  a  rieht  { 
to  make  a  question  of  order;  but  he  has  no  right,  ' 
by  interrogatories  or  otherwise,  to  debate  a  prop- 
osition of  this  kind. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Ifl  am  not  permitted  to  ask 
a  question,  so  as  to  bring  before  the  House  a  fact  ' 
connected. with  the  movement  now  being  made,  | 
I  will  slate  it  myself.    If  we  (lostpone  the  time 
for  closing  the  debate  upon  this  bill  until  next  I 
week,  or  to  a  period  so  late  that  the  opponents  of 
the  bill  can,  under  the  five-minute  debate,  prevent 
•etion  upon  it  before  next  Tuesday,  we  may  not 
be  able  to  get  it  for  weeks,  if  not  months.  I 

Next  Tuesday  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  comes  up 
as  a  special  order,  and  it  will  not  be  in  order  to 
move  to  postpone  it  if  <my  one  number  objects.  It ! 
being  Tuesday,  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules;  and  if  it  were  in  order,  it  would 
require  two  thirds  to  carry  the  motion,-  which  we 
have  no  hope  of  obtaining.  Hence,  if  we  do  not 
get  a  vote  before  Tuesday, there  is  no  telling  when 
we  will  get  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  ENOLisn's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
88,  nays  97;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mewni.  Ball,  Danki,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bennett, 
Besfon,  Benton,  Breckinridge,  Bags,  Campbell,  Carpen- 
ter, Cliaadler,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  De 
WiU,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Drum,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Ed- 
maodi,  Thomas  D  Ellot,:Etherid(e,  Everhart,  Parley,  Fen- 
Ion,  Flagler, Gamble,  GiddlngStGoodrich, Grow,  Harnson, 
Haven,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hum,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kittredge, 
Knox,  Lane,  LIndsley,  McCnllocb,  Mace,  Maey,  Mntteson, 
Mannce,  Moachoni,  Middlaswsnb,  Morgan,  Murray,  No- 
ble, Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Peck,  Peekham,  Pennington, 
Bishop  Perkins,  Pringle,  Pury^r,  David  Ritchie,  THionuM 
Rttchey,  Rogers,  Russell,  Saliin,  Sage,  Bapp,  Sevmour, 
Skelwn,  WUIiam  R.  Smith,  Silbdgraas,  AJexsnder  H.  Ste- 
phens, Hestnr  L.  Stevens.  Straiton,  Straub,  John  L.  Tay- 
lor, Nathanirl  O.  Taylor, Thurston, Trout, UpbanijWade, 
Walley,EinhnR.  Waabburne,  Israel  Wash&um,  Ti 
Wentwonb,  and  Wheeler— St. 
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James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Baitcs- 
dUe,  Barry,  Bocock, Bridges, Coakie,  Chamberlain,  Chris- 
■MD,  Clark,  CMnfmsa,  Oobb,  Colqam,  Oox,  Ciolg*,  Cu- 


tis, Culling,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell, 
Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  Ellison,  English,  Florence, 
Franklin,  Fuller,  Green,  Greenwood,  Uamilion,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Houston,  lOr 

fersull,  Johnson,  George  W.  Jonea,  Kidwell,  Kurtx,  Lamb, 
■alham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley.  Hacdonaid,  McDongall, 
McNair,  Maxwell,  May,  John  O.  Miller,  SmiUi  Miller, 
Hillson,  Morrison,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  Parker, 
John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell,  Pran,  Ready, 
Reese,  Richardnon,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Rowe,  Ruflin,  Sew- 
ard, 8baw|Bhower,  8ingleion,  Samuel  A .  Smith,  William 
SmiUi,  George  W.  Smyth,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Vail,  Vanaant,  Walker,  Walah,  Warren,  WeUa, 
Wiue,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wri(bl,-and  Zolll- 
coffer— 97. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mace  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  demanded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ysss  95,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benson, 
Beuloir,  Buag, Campbell,  Carpenter,  Caakle,  Chamberlain, 
Chandler,  Crocker,  Culloffi,  Curtis,  Cutting,  Thomas  Da- 
vis, De  Win,  Dick,  DickinsoiKDrum,  Eastman,  Edgerton, 
Edmands,  Thomas  D.  BHoi  Ellison,  Ktheridge,  Everhart, 
Farley,  Feuloa,  Flagler,  FiankHn,  Gamble,  GIdding*, 
Goodrich,  Grow,  llamson.  Haven.  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kerr,  Kittredge,  Knox,  Lindley,  LIndsley, 
McCulloch,  Mace.  Matteaon,  Maurice,  Mayall,  Meacbam, 
Middleswailh,  Millson,  Moi^mi,  Muitay,  Nonon,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Peekham,  PenoinMon,  Bisbop  Per- 
kins, Pran,  Pringle,  Puryear,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas 
Ritcney,  Rogers,  Russell,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seymour, 
Skelion,  Oerril  Smith,  Heslor  L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  An- 
drew Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  6.  Taylor,  Tnurs- 
loo.  Tracy,  Trout,  Upborn,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellibu  B. 
Washbunic,  Israel  Washbnm,  Wells,  John  Wentworlh, 
Tappan  Wentworlh,  Wheeler,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 99. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  James  tl.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  l»avld  J.  Bailey  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bariw- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  BieckiaiidsB,  Biidges, 
Brooks,  Chrisman,  Clark,  Clingman  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox, 
Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dcoo,  Diney,  Dowdell, 
Dunbar,  Dunham,  Edoy,  Edmundson,  Bngllsh,  Plorsoce, 
Fuller,  Goode,  Onm>,  Gceeawood,  HamlHon,  Wiley  P.. 
Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Houston,  In- 

Sersoll,  Johnson,  t^eorge  W.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keitt, 
kidwell,  Kurlc,  Lamb,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Macdonald, 
McDougall,  McNair,  Moey,  Max  well,May,JonnO.  Miller, 
Smith  Miller,  Noble,  OMs,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Onr,  Packer, 
John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell,  Preston,  Ready, 
Reese,  Richardson,  Riadle,'Robbiii«,  Rowe,  Ruffla,  Seward, 
Hhaw.  Shower,  Singlelon,  Somael  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith',  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Ssiylb,  Riebanl  H. 
Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Straub,  John  J.  Tojrlor, 
Tweed,  VaU^Vaosani,  Walker,  WaM,  Warren,  WiUe, 
Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicolfer— 100. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  SNoi>oRAai  was  called 
on  the  above  vote,  he  slated  that  be  had  ptUred  off 
with  Mr.  CoRwiN,  of  Ohio,  or  he  should  have 
voted  "  No." 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  stated  that  he 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Yates,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  if  he  will  consent  to  any  modifi- 
cation of  his  resolution  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  already  stated 
that  there  is  no  change  that  I  can  make  so  as  to 
enable  the  bill  to  be  disposed  of  before  the  special 
order  comes  up  next  week.  Eighty  speeches 
have  already  been  made  upon  this  question,  which 
is  more  than  have  ever  been  made  on  any  ques- 
tion in  Congress. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Well,  sir,  there  are  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  men  here. 

A  Member.    Two  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Ves,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  men  here,  who  have  a  right  to  speak 
if  they  see  fit;  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  ten 
men,  or  forty  men,  should  be  cut  off  from  deoate. 
'If  the  gentleman  will  consent  to  a  modification  of 
his  resolution  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  gen- 
tlemen to  speak  who  desire  to— — 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  decline  to  modify  the 
resolution,  and  call  for  a  vote  on  the  previous 
question. 

A  Member,  (to  Mif  Edcbrton.)  How  much 
time  do  you  want.' 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Say  till  Saturtlay  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

[Cries  of"  Order  !*T 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  move  that  there  be  a  coll 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Being  slow  of  mind,  I 


have  not  been  able  to  make  up  my  opinion  on  the 
motion  offered  by  my  colleague;  1  therefore  ask 
to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  I  mbve  to 
lay  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 

tMr.  Culloh]  upon  the  table;  and  on  that  motion 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentlemkn  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Wentwortb]  moves  to  lay  the  motion  to 
excuse  the  eentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell] 
upon  the  table..  The  Chair  decides  that  that  mo- 
tion is  not  in  order,  for  the  reason  that  nothing 
ciui  be  accomplished  by  it.  The  motion  to  ex- 
cuse the  gentleman  from  Ohio  must  be  taken 
without  debate.  Upon  that  motion  the.  yeM  and 
nays  have  been  demanded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  85,  nays  103;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ashe,  David  J.  BaUey,  Thomas  H. 
B^ly,  Ball,  Barkadalo,  Bell,  Benlon,  Bridges,  Campbell, 
Chrisman,  Clark,  Cot*,  Colquit,  Craige,  Cullom,  John 
G.  Osvia,  Dick,  Disney,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmundson, 
EUison,  Bnglisb,  Flagler,  Florence,  Goode,  Goodrich,  j 
Green,  Greenwood,  Uamtlteo,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison,  v 
Haves,  llendficks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Ingeraon, 
George  W.  Jones,  Ksltl,  Kurtx,  Lane,  Latbam,  Lilly, 
Lindley,  Maedonald,  MeDoagaU,  McNair,  May,  Joba  G. 
Miller,  Millson,  Mordecai  CMIver,  Orr,  Packer,  Phelps, 
Pratt,  Preston,  Puryear,  Beady,  Riddle,  Rogers,  Rowe, 
Rnffin,  Sage,  Sewanl,  Seymour,  Shaw,  Shower,  Singlelon, 
Soiaael  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Soilth, 
George  W.  Smyth,  Alexander  H.  Stepbena,  Beator  L.  Ste- 
vens, Straub,  John  J.  Taylor,  Vail,  Vansaat,  Walbridp, 
Warren,  Israel  Washbuni,  John  Wentwortb,  Wiue,  sod 
Hendrick  B.  WrJghl-85. 

NAYS— Meaars.  Abercrombie,  Willis  Allen,  Banks, 
Barry,  Belcber,  Bannetl,  Benaoo,  Boeock,  Boyoe,  Breck- 
inridge, Brooks,  Bucg,  Carpenter,  Coskie,  Chamberiain, 
Chandler,  CburcnwcIllClingtBan,  Cr«cker,  Curtis, Thomas 
Davis,  D.1WB0D,  Dean,  De  Wilt,  Dickinson,  Dowdell,  East- 
man, Edgerton,  Edmonds,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Blheridge, 
Everhart.  Foriey,  Fenian,  Franklin,  Gamble,  Giddings, 
Grow,  Hous&m,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Doiuel 
T.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kittredge,  Knox, 
Lamb,  Letcher,  Lindaley,  MeCullsch,  Mace,  Macy,  Mat- 
teaon, Maurioe,  Meacbom,  Middleswortb,  Smith  Miller, 
Morgan,  Horrljion,  Murray,  Noble,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Porker,  Peck,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  Phillips,  Pow- 
ell, Pringle,  Reese,  Uchordson,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas 
Ritchey,  RobUns,  Rosaell,  SaUn,  Sapp,  Skelion,  Oerrit 
Smiib,  Blraaan,  Andrew  SMon,  John  L.  Taylor,  Noihaaiel 
G.  Taylor,  Thufsion.  Tracy,  Tioat,  Tweed,  Upham,  Wade, 
Walker,  Walley,  Walsh,  Ellihu  B.  Waabbume,  Wells, 
Tappan  Weniworth,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Zol- 
llpofflir- loa. 

So  the  House  refused  to  excuse  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  ftom  voting. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question.  I 
move  to  reconsider  the  vole  by  which  the  House 
refVised  to  lay  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  tllinois  [Mr.  Ricrardsoh]  upon  the 
table.  I  appeal  to  the  ^nlleman  ftom  Illinois  to 
extend  the  time  for  closing  debate  until  Saturday 
next,  so  as  to  give  the  opponents  of  the  bill  a  fair 
opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order;  that  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Dean]  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.     For  what  reason  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Because  it  accomplishes 
nothing. 

Mr.  ORR.    No  legislative  end  is  gained  by  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  in  order. 
The  object  whidi  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Deak]  has  in  view  could  be  attained  quite 
as  well  by  voting  against  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinoie, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  or  by  moving  again  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Is  the  motion 
to  reconsider  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  refused  to  excuse  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  from  voting,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  u  pon  the  table .  Upon 
that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Saoe]  did  not  vote  with  the  majority, 
an9  therefore  cannot  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNB,  of  Illinois.   I  votsd  with 
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the  majority,  and  I  make  the  motiou  to  recon- 
•ider.  

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  more  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconaider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
jreas  and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  qaya  were  ordered. 

The,  queation  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  Iw,  naya  69;  aa  follonra: 

TEAS — Menre.  AberernmUe,  James  C.  Allen,  Aiibe, 
Thomu  H.  Bayl)',  Baiika,  Barkudale,  Belcher,  Bell,  Ben- 
Ion,  Bocock,  Bo;ce,  Breeklnridge,  Bridges,  Bugg,Ca>kle, 
Chaiakerlain,  Ohurchwell,  Cobb,  Cnlqulti,  Cni,  Craige, 
Cumming ,  John  B.  Davia,  Dawson,  Dean,  Disney,  i>ow- 
dell,  Dunhar,  fiddy,  Edmundxnn,  English,  GUiKildge,  Plor- 
tfttde,  Goode,  doodrich,  Oreen,  Greenwood,  Haioillon, 
Wiley  P.  Harria,  Harrison,  Ha»en,  Hendricks,  Henn,  HIb. 
bard,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Hum,  Ing^ranll,  Johnson,  George 
W.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  KeiU,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lane, 

fcathalD,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley,'MacdonaId,  McDnugall, 
[cNair,  Maxwell,  Meaeham,  John  O.  Miller,  Smith  Mil- 
ler, Millson,  Olds,  Mordeoai  Oliver.  Orr,  Pncker,  Parker, 
Peck,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell,  Pratt,  Prea- 
ton,  Paryrar,  Ready,  Beeae,  Ricbardaon,  Riddle,  Tboinaa 
tlilcliey,  Bobbins,  Rogers,  RuAn,  Seward,  Shaw,  Shower, 
Bingleiun,  Oerril  SiuTtb,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R. 
Smith,  Oeorgs  W.  Smyth,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  An- 
*r«w  Smart,  David  Smart,  Jehn  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail, 
VjtkiAnt,  WAlbridge,  John  Wentwnrth,  Wiite,  Daniel  S. 
Wrigbt,  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffcr— ii*. 

NAyS—Meawa.  David  /•  Befley.  «i;i  Barry,  Bennett, 
Benson,  Oampt)eU,Cltrpe)iter,  Cbrisuiau,  Cliuiman,  Crock- 
^-  CaltDm,  Thoniaa  DaviSj  Ui  witt,  Dick,  UicUnsoo, 


n. 


'I 
'rton.  £;;,nina<,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Ellison,  Everttart, 


Farley,  FeMon,  PranUin,  Gamble,  Oiddlngi,  Grow,  Howe, 
Danld  T.  Joaea,  Kerr,  Kinredge,  Knox,  Lindsley,  MeCnl- 
loch,  Malteenn,  Maurice,  Mayail,  Middleswanh,  Morgan, 
Mnniaoa,  Morray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pennington, 
Mngle,  David  Ritchie,  Rusaell,  SaMn,  Sate,  Sapp,  Sim- 
mona,  Sirattan,  John  L.  Taylor,  Natbanirl  6.  Taylor, 
TbaratOB,  Tracy,  Trout,  Dpbam,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellitaa 
B.  Waahbarue,  Tappan  Wentworth,  and  Wheeler— 6S. 

So  the  motion  to  reconaider  Was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  make  a  snggeation, 
which  1  think  willprOTe  satisfactory  to  the  House, 
if  they  will  allow  me  to  make  it. 

[Cries  of  "Hear  him!"  "Hear  him!"] 

My  stigguestion  is  this:  I  am  not  diaposed  my- 
self to  curtail  the  debate,  aa  everybody  knows.  1 
.  am  disposed  to  see  the  rules  of  the  House  fairly 
^executed,  and  the  public  business  transacted.  I 
propose  that  debate  shall  be  extended  through  the 

E resent  week,  with  the  understanding  that  it  shall 
e  likewise  extended  sou  to  close  during  the  next 
week.  I  ask  the  general  consent  of  the  House 
that  this  arrangement  be  made,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  be  postponed 
one  week.  1  think  that  a  fair  proposition.  I  ap- 
peal to  gentlemen  by  their  love  of  order,  and  their 
regard  for  the  interests  of  the  country,  to  acquiesce 
in  this  proposition  to  extend  the  time  o{  discus- 
sion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  to  gen- 
tlemen that  on  next  Tuesday,  and  from  d&y  to 
day,  until  disposed  of,  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  is 
to  be  considered  as  a  special  order.  That  special 
order  cannot  be  poatponed  except  by  unanimous 
consent;  but  if  unanimous  consent  is  given,  it  can 
be  postponed  to  a  particular  day,  when  it  will  be 
the  special  order  at  that  particular  day. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  Will  the  House  permit 
me  to  make  a  suggestion  and  statement  to  the 
House?  I  am  one  of  those  who  would  resist,  in 
any  reasonable  manner,  all  efforts  to  stifle  debate 
upon  the  question  which  has  been  discussed  for 
the  last  week  or  ten  days.  I  desire  that  alf  gen- 
tlemen should  have  a  hearing  upon  this  subject 
who  are  disposed  to  speak.  My  proposition  is 
this — and  I  think  all  will  see  its  fairness  and  its 
practicability — to  go  on  with  the  debate,  and  then, 
when  all  the  gentlemen  have  been  heard  who 
desire  to  speak,  those  who  propose  to  close  the 
debate  will  certainly  have  good  reason  for  doing 
so. 

And  if  the  proposition  that  has  been  made  to 
close  debate  on  this  queation  to-day  or  to-morrow, 
be  carried,  there  will  be  then  many  members  who 
desired  to  speak,  but  who  couM  not  be  heard. 
.  Now,  it  appears  to  me,  that  if  we  were  allowed 
to  eo  on  with  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  we 
might  close  in  four  or  five  days.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, go  on  with  debate  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
then  when  membei^  who  desired,  have  mode  their 
speeches,  debate  may  be  closed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  presumes  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  did  not  understand 
the  statement  of  the  Chair;  and  if  he  wilt  indulge 
him,  the  Chair  will  repeat  bis  explanation.  When 
Tuesday  comes,  the  special  order,  U>  take  up  the 


Pacific  railroad  bill,  will  supersede  all  other  busi- 
ness; and  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Kerk,]  is  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  that  measure  for  one 
week.  ■ 

Several  gentlemen  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAICER.  The  |:entleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  EtHCMDOB]  sttll  has  the  floor' 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  It  seems  to  be  conceded 
by  the  fViends  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  by  its  ene- 
mies, that  a  fair  discussion  is  all  that  is  required. 
Now,  there  are  many  eentlemen,  no  doubt,  who 
feel  a  personal  solicitude  upon  this  measure,  snd 
who  desire  to  be  heard.  If  that  is  the  case,  it  is 
very  hard  to  have  debate  closed  within  one,  or 
two,  or  three  days.  Suppose  we  should  go  on 
and  consume  another  week,  and  then  debate 
should  not  be  concluded  on  this  bill,  we  might 
see  that  it  could  be  closed  in  one  or  two  days 
more.  Suppose  that,  when  we  adjourn  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  there  should  be  half  a  dozen  gen- 
tlemen desiring  to  speak,  and  who  have  not  beeii 
heard,  then,  when  we  meet  on  Montiay,  we 
might  well  postpone  the  sp<o',b'i  order  for  a  day  or 
'".'C ;  and  if,  on  Tuesday  morning,  one  or  two  gen- 
tlemen more  desire  to  be  heard,  we  might,  by 
unanimous  consent,  postpone  that  special  order  for 
another  day.  And  when  every  gentleman  has 
thus  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  making  known  his 
sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the  Nebraska  bill,  a 
proposition  to  shut  down  debate  will  come  with 
good  grace  from  any  quarter,  and  will  not  be  re- 
sisted. Ifgentlemen  insist  on  the  proposilionto 
close  debate  to-morrow,  or  Saturday,  I  shall  vote 
against  it,  for  the  reason  that  f  do  not  know 
whether  myself  or  my  friends,  who  desire  to  spesk 
on  the  bill,  may  have  an  opportunity  in  that  short 
interval  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Will  the  gendeman  from  Ten- 
nessee  permit  me  to  interrupt  him  ! 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.    Yes. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  make  a  proposition  to  dispose  of  the 
special  order  of  Tuesday  next  by  postponing  it 
to  a  specified  day? 

Mr.  ETHERI DGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  feel 
authorized  to  make  any  particular  proposition  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  If  you  or*  desirous  that  de- 
bate shall  continue,  make  the  proposition  to  post- 
pone the  special  order  to  «  certain  day,  and  the 
friends  of  tne  bill  will  vote  in  favor  of  that  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  my  proposition  addresses  itself  >tat  the  under- 
standing of  every  gentleman  here  1  am  willing, 
asfarasl  am  concerned,  that  debate  shall  beelosed 
in  a  reasonable  time  next  week.  I  am  not  author- 
ized to  make  any  proposition  as  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  special  oraer;  but  I  am  simply  desir- 
ous that  debate  shall  be  closed  after  every  eeotle- 
man  who  now  desires  to  speak  on  the  bill  shall 
have  been  heard,  and  not  before. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  de- 
termined to  urge  the  consideration  of  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill  when  it  should  corns  up  for  consid- 
eration under  the  special  order.  And  I  still  am 
determined  to  urge  its  consideration,  unless  under 
these  circumstances.  I  am  not  disposed  to  stifle 
proper  debate  on  this  Nebraska  question;  and  if 
the  House  unanimously  desire  the  postponement 
of  the  special  order  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  and 
make  that  bill  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  week, 
or  any  specific  day — if  this  be  the  unanimous 
desire  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
fully  this  question,  I  will  consent. to  it. 

Several  Mbhbbrb.  That  is  fair;  let  us  do  that. 

Mr.  SAGE.     1  object. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  appeal  to  the  ^ntleman 
from  New  York  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  1  barely  wish 
to  say  a  word  in  reply  tothegentlemanfrom  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Ethehidox.]  1  would  willingly 
unite  in  the  proposition  oMbe  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  McDoucall]  to  postpone  the 
special  order  for  one  week,  in  order  that  this  Ns- 
braska  bill  might  then, after  the  fullest  discussion, 
be  voted  upon,  if  that  was  what  those  gentlemen 
acting  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  really 
wanted;  but  I  am  certain  that  that  is  not  what 
they  want.  We  have  been  willing  from  the  be- 
ginning to  discuss  this  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill 
thoroughly  and  fully.  It  has  been  thoroughly 
discussed  already.    No  question  bcforathis  ^y 


since  the  foundation  of  this  Government  has  been 
more  thoroughly  discussed  than  the  leading  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  bill.  I  think  1  may  venture 
the  assertion  that  more  speeches  have  been  made 
upon  the  bill  than  upon  any  one  measure  since  I 
have  been  in  Congress.  We  have  been  willing, 
and  are  still  willing,  that  more  may  be  'roeide. 
We  are  willing  to  set  and  hear  gentleman  as  long 
as  we  can  under  the  special  order.  We  have  been 
wimng  to  sit  here  all  night.  Infirm  in  health  as  I 
have  been,  I  have  been  willing  to  sit  here.  1  wiu 
here  last  night,  and  the  night  before,  to  do  so.  Bat 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Eth- 
ERIDOE,]  who  broke  up  the  debate  ni^ht  before  lost? 
Who  moved  that  the  committee  rise  last  night  ? 
From  which.side  did  objection  to  going  on  with 
debate  come?  It  came  from  those  acting  whh 
the  gentleman  who  is  now  aekiiij  Turther  time 
to  speak.  There  has  bee;,  liberality  in  this  case, 
great  liberality,  unusual  liberality,  already.  It  is 
excet^iiigiy  liberal  in  the  gentleman  from  Califor- 
liia  [Mr,  McDoogall]  to  oonaentio  postpone  the 
special  order — the  Pacific  railroad  bill.  This,  t 
say,  is  exceedingly  libera)  on  his  part.  We  are 
willing  to  accede  to  it.  But  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  will  not.  Nothing  will 
satisfy  them,  1  apprehend.  Why  do  they  not 
accede  to  it,  ifdebaie  was  what  they  wanted  >  We, 
the  friends  of  the  bill — a  majority  of  the  House — 
will  sit  here  all  night,  and  to-morrow  night,  and 
the  next  night,  ana  all  next  week,  if  that  will  sat- 
isfy them !  If  you  want  free  and  liberal  debate, 
say  so,  and  accede  to  terms  that  will  allow  it,  and 
then  allow  a  vote  to  be  taken.  But  if  factious 
opposition  is  what  yno  are  after;  if  you  wish  to 
lAionrl  the  national  will,  cnnmitutionally  expressed , 
let  us  know  it,  and  we  will  meet  you  as  factious 
opposition  in  this  House  always  has  been  met. 
The  friends  of  the  bill  must  sit  the  question  out,  if 
it  takes  to-night,  to-morrow,  the  next  day,  and 
even  the  next.  * 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  here  recog- 
nized by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rules  of  the  House 
this  discussion  is  out  of  order.  It  is  suflTered  only 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Then  I  will  make  the 
point  of  order  which  I  desired  to  makcAipon  one 
of  my  own  friends,  and  not  upon  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Davis] 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  Island.  In  reference  to 
this  question  now  under  consideration,  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  says  it  has  been  discussed  more 
than  any  other  which  has  ever  been  presented  to 
this  House  since  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, He  should  bear  in  mind,  and  the  House 
should  bear  in  mind,  that  a  deeper  interest  is  felt 
in  it,  than  has  ever  been  felt  in  any  other;  and  it 
is  a  more  important  question,  too,  than  any  which 
has  been  before  this  House,  in  the  estimation  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House.  And, 
sir,  I  am  in  favor,  and  1  believe  the  country  is 
in  favor,  of  giving  to  every  gentleman  upon  this 
floor,  who  desires  it,  a  chance  to  be  heard,  and 
in  favor  of  giving  a  aufficient  time  for  that  pur- 
pose, without  involving  us  in  night  sessions  until 
eleven  or  twelve  o'clock.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  right  to  deny  us  that  privilege;  and  1  do  not 
recognize  the  right  of  any  man  upon  this  floor  to 
curtail  me  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  right.  1  think 
an  attempt  to  do  so  is  an  infringement  of  priv- 
ilege of  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  If  it  has 
taken  a  long  time  to  discuss  this  question  fairly, 
I  will  aay  it  was  not  brought  before  tliis  House 
by  those  who  want  to  discuss  it.  It  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  House,  and  forced  upon  them, 
and  I,  for  one,  should  be  glad  to  get  it  out  of  the 
way  at  any  time.  But  theeountry  expects  that 
this  question  will  be  discussed,  and  nilly  discussed ; 
and  they  further  insist  upon  all  the  /brms  of  bus- 
iness of  this  House  being  observed,  if  liberty  ia 
to  be  sacrificed.  They  want  it  to  be  guarded  to 
the  last,  and,  when  the  last  struggle  comes,  they 
want  us  to  use  all  the  powers  and  rights  which 
we  have  to  defeat  it.  They  are  determined  to 
defeat  the  passage  of  thiS  bill,  and  they  are  determ- 
ined to  do  it,  bKause  it  is  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair  what  ths  question  is? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  Both 
sides  have  been  heard,  and  further  diocassion  ia 
out  of  order. 
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Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  gave  way 
for  «  moment  only,  and 

Mr.  ORR.    I  insist  upon  my  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Discussion  isnolin  order, 
and  gentlemen  will  greserve  or(Jer,  without  which 
we  cannot  progress  with  the  business  before  us. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  will  say,  then,  that  if 
eenilemen  desire  that  there  should  be  a  free  and 
Full  discussion  of  this  subject;  if  they  are  willing 
that  gentlemen  may  come  here  and  make  their 
epeechea  for  and  against  the  bill,  in  regular  order, 
and  in  decent  and  proper  hours,  let  them  come 
forward  and  make  a  proposition  that  after  the  dis- 
position of  the  special  order  of  next  week,  this 
question  shall  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon — that 
is,  afUr  the  special  order  of  next  week,  and  the 
other  special  ordera,  be  disposed  of.  Let  them  do 
that.  Two  or  three  days  ia'  not  time  enough  to 
discuss  this  measure. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  WASH  BURN.  Sir,  this  is  an  important 
bill — more  so  than  any  other  that  has  been  before 
the  House  for  years. 

Mr.  CRAIQE.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
1  insist  upon  my  point  of  order.  I  object  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  proceeding. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrulea  th« 
objection  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
He  knows  of  no  rule  by  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  can  be  arrested  in  bis  remarks,  he 
having  received  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  He  did  not  have  the  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  speech  upon  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  know 
at  what  point  the  gentleman  can  be  arrested. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Jklr.  Speaker,  I  will  de- 
tain the  House  but  a  moment 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  again  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  appealed  to  the 
House  to  know  whether  there  was  objection  to 
the  gentleman's  proceeding,  and  no'  objection  was 
made.  The  gentleman  then  commenced  his  re- 
marks, and  the  Chair  does  not  know  at  what 
point  he  can  stop  him.  Unanimoos  consent  sets 
aside  all  rules. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  A  proposition  was  made  that 
the  Pacific  railroad  bill  should  be  postponed.  The 
gentleman  from  Maine  made  objection,  and  his 
was  the  only  objection  coming  at  that  time  from 
that  quartar  of  the  Hall.  Under,  these  circum- 
stances the  gentleman  from  Maine  obtained  the 
floor,  and  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
allow  him  to  make  an  explanation,  and  no  objec- 
tion was  made  to  so  reasonable  a  proposition. 
Unanimous  consent,  however,  was  npt  given  for 
faim  -to  go  on  and  make  a  speech  upon  the  bill 
itself,  f  certainly  never  gave  my  assent  to  such 
a  proposition ;  and  it  was  upon  this  ground  that  1 
rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

TheSPBAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  House 
gave  unanimous  consent  for  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  to  make  suggestions  in  reference  to  the 
order  of  business  as  connected  with  this  bill  alone, 
and  he  will  rule  that  the  gentleman  must  confine 
himself  to  such  suggestions. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  wilt  conform  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  so  confine  myself.  It 
was  not  my  intention  to  take  up  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  am  aware  that  when  the  House 
gave  theu*  consent  for  me  to  make  a  statement,  it 
waa  not  their  expectation  that  I  should  go  on  and 
make  an  hour's  speech,  and  I  will  not  do  so  now. 
I  wish  merely  to  slate  some  of  the  reasons  why 
1  think  the  proposition  which  has  been  made  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  Pacific  raihroad 
bill,  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to  by  the 
opponents  of  the  Nebraska  bill.  And  let  me  say 
ifaere  are  other  suneations  which!  in  my  opinion, 
it  would  be  better  ror  the  House  to  adopt  in  ref- 
ereae*  to  this  matter.  This,  sir,  is  a  bill  which 
should  be  fully  and  thoroughly  discuAied.  Two 
or  three  days  are  no  time  for  the  discussion  of  a 
measure  of  this  importance;  nor  is  a  week,  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  allow,  a  sufficient  time.  I 
say  there  should  be«mple  time  for  the  discussion 
of  a  great  measure  which  is  agitating  the  country 
from  one  end  in  the  other. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  and  confusion.] 

Theconntry  demands  that  we  should  haveample 
time  to  consider  it  before  it  ia  acted  upon. 


ILoud  ahd  repeated  cries  of  "  Order !  "  "  Or- 
der !  "J 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
will  suspend.  Oentlemen  are  repeatedly  calling 
the  gentleman  to  order. '  The  Chair  does  not  know 
for  what  reason;  for,  in  the  confusion  prevailing 
in  the  Hall,  the  gentleman  could  not  be  heaia. 
The  Chair  asks  that  the  point  of  order  shall  be 
stated,  if  anygentleman  has  any  to  make. 

Mr.  HUNT.  1  am  a  friend  to  free  discussion. 
I  have  shown  myself,  from  the  beginning,  afiiend 
to  ihemaintenanceof  the  privileges  of  every  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor.  I  still  feel  some  concern  for 
free  discussion  in  reference  to  this  bill.  It  seems 
to  me,  however,  that  the  proposition  itaade  by  the 
gentleman  from  California  is  a  fair  one.  1  do  think 
that  those  who  desire  free  discussion,  and  are  the 
friends  of  order,  ought  to  accept  it.  Sir,  while 
there  was  a  majority  disi>osed  to  stifle  debate,  I 
rais«l  my  voice  against  tne  irregularity  and  op- 
pression which  was  resorted  to.  But  when  a  prop- 
osition of  an  honorable  character  is  made,  which 
will  allow  every  member  of  the  House  to  avail 
himself  of  the  privilege  of  expressing  his  senti- 
ments upott  this  question,  I  think  it  becomes  every 
friend  of  liberty  to  accept  it. 

Several  Mcmbers.    That's  right. 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  am  not  aware,  Mr.  Speaker, 
even  if  not  objected  to,  that  this  debate  is  to  be 
allowed  to  go  on.  The  House  has  voted  down  a 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  for  the  close  of  the 
debate  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  lUinoia.  It  has  not 
yet  been  passed. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  know  that  it  has  not;  but  that 
was  a  test  vote.  To  judge  of  future  voles  by  those 
which  we  have  had,  we  may  conclude  that  the 
resolution  will  be  passed.  Now,  I  am  unwilling, 
for  one  member  of  this  body,  to  consent  that  the 
important  business  before  the  country  shall  be 
thrust  aside  to  take  up  a  matter  which  everybody 
will  admit  is  not  important  business  as  r^ards  the 
present.  There  is  no  necessity  for  it.  I  was  sur- 
prised the  other  day  when  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  passed  by  a  very 
large  number  of  important  bills  on  the  Calendar, 
for  the  purpose  of  reaching  this  Nebraska-Kansas 
bill.  And, sir, so  long  as  1  retain  my  health,  1  shall 
resist  every  attempt  of  this  kind  in  every  legitimate 
way.  1  think  the  country  will  sustain  ma  in  so 
doing.  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  by  any  threats 
here  of  whatever  kind.  My  rights  are  the  same 
as  those  of  every  other  member;  and  I  intend  to 
hssert  them  now  and  at  all  times.  I  look  on  the 
Pacific  railroad  question  as  of  far  more  importance 
Uian  this  swindle  which  has  been  thrown  before 
the  country  without  any  previous  notice  to  the 
people. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
is  upon  the  floor.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
addresses  the  Chair.  Does  the  gentleamn  from 
Maine  yield  ) 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  if  it  be  the  consent  of  the*  House 
that  I  should  do  so. 

Mr.  BENTON.    What  is  the  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
question. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Is  the  question  on  postponing 
the  bill  for  the  Pacific  road;  is  that  the  question  i 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  queetion  of  that 
sort  now  before  the  body.  The  Chair  and  the 
House  yielded  first  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Kirr]  to  make  a  proposition  that 
the  Pacific  railroad  bill  be  postponed,  as  the  special 
order,  for  one  week.  It  was  repeated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Cidifornia,  [Mr.  McDouoall.J  It 
was  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Wbbileb.j  A  single  objection  is  conclu-, 
sive,  as  the  Chair  Istated.  Several  gentlemen 
rose,  and,  by  permission — not  under  the  rule,  and 
in  order — ^made  suggestions  in  reference  to  the 
order  of  business,  ss  connected  with  this  bill. 
Among  the  rest,  there  was  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  W^'hbcRM,]  and  he  was  progress- 
ing, by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  with 
his  suggestions,  and  in  order. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  give  my  unanimoos  con- 
sent to  the  gentleman  to  go  on  with  his  speech, 
but  I  enter  myself  a  permanent  objector  to  post- 
poning the  Pacific  railroad  bill.  That  is  all.  Rail- 
road or  anything  else,  I  wish  to  have  the  correct 
understanding  that  I  Am  a  permanent  objector  to 


postponing  the  Pacific  railroad  bill.  [Great  sen< 
sation.] 

Mr.  HUNT.  If  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
will  allow  me,  I  will  make  one  remark. 

Mr.  BENTON.    Certainly,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Main* 
is  upon  the  floor)  and  be  had  yielded  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  BatlY.}  We  shall 
get  into  confusion,  nnless  something  like  order  ia 
preserved. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  if  that  be  the  wish  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  I  desire  to  say,  in  this  connec-' 
tion,  that  1  am  quite  sure  I  speak  the  sentiments 
-of  the  friends  of  this  bill,  when  I  say  that  theif 
every  disposiUuu  iias  been  to  allow  iYiS  iu^est 
latitude  of  debate.  It  has  been-shnwn.  But  why 
not  cut  it  off,  when  we  are  already  admonisheo, 
by  one  of  the  prominent  opponents  of  the  bill, 
that,  no  matter  to  what  extent  the  debate  may  be 
indulged  in,  when  it  is  over  this  scene  is  to  be  re- 
newed ?  If  that  is  the  case,  we  had  as  well  meet 
it  now, 

rCries  of  "  Now !"  "  Now !"] 

The  SPEAKER,  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  say  that  he  was  anxious  that  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill  should  be  disposed  of  by  the 
House.  Now,  sir,  hs  Is  not  more  anxious  for 
that  object  than  I  am,  and,  I  believe,  a  large  ma- 
jority of  this  body.  But  when  we  are  assured 
that,  on  the  conclusion  of  this  debate,  that  subject 
will  be  taken  up,  the  object  the  gentleman  desires 
ia  attained.  And  I  would  again  say,  that  I  do 
think  it  becomes  us,  as  Americans,  as  national 
representatives  on  this  floor,  as  lovers  of  liberty 
and  parliamentary  law,  to  go  on  with  this  discus* 
sion,  as  proposed  by  the  eentleman  from  Califor- 
nia, and  then  proceed  wiui  the  regular  buaineaa 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman  (torn 
Maine  allow  me  to  say  a  word  i 

Mr.  WASHBUIUN.  Certainty;  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  INGERSOL^..  I  think  this  debate  has 
gone  far  enough,  and  1  object  to  ita  continuance. 
If  the  Chair  decides  that  it  is  in  order,  I  shall  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wfll  repest,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  was  allowed,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  to  take  the  floor  to  make  sugges- 
tions in  connection  with  the  business  of  the  body. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell|  rises 
and  asks  leave  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to 
make  an  explanation.  Under  the  circumstances, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  must  also  have  the  leave 
of  the  House.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
objects.  The  Chair  wishes  to  execute  the  rule 
precisely  aa  it  is. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to 
say 

The  SPEAK&k.  Objection  being  ii}ade,  the 
Chair  is  compelled  to  interpose. 

Mr,  INGERSOLL.    I  withdraw  the  objection. 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  desire  to  know  if  I  under- 
stand the  Chair  correctly  ?  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  say  that  it  is  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  to  proceed,  but  that  it  is  not  in  order  for 
him  to  yield  the  floor  to  any  other  person. 

The  SPEAKER.    If  objected  to. 

Mr,  WARREN.    Then,  sir,  I  object. 

Mr,  CAMPBELL,  Well,  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  if  objection  is  made  to  my  having  the  same 
privileges  that  have  been  accorded  to  other  mem- 
oera,  I  taiU  resist  the  further  progress  of  this  bill 
by  all  the  means  which  the  rules  of  the  House 
place  in  my  power,  even  though  gentlemen  may 
call  it  "faction." 

[Cries  of." Good!"  "Good!" and  "Order!"] 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  hope, the  gentleman  will  bo 
heard.    Others  have  been  heard. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  not  ask  to  be  heard 
now. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (resuming.)  1  am  sorry 
to  disagree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ijouisiana 
[Mr.  Hmrr]  in  reference  to  this  question;  and  if 
anything  could  lead  me  to  believe  that  I  was  wrong, 
it  would  be  to  find  that  he  diaaereed  with  me. 

But,  sir,  suppose  the  time  for  debate  shall  be 
extended  one  week,  what  time  shall  we  have 
then  for  that  free  and  wide  discussion  which  ought 
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to  take  place?  We  shall  then  be  brought  to  act 
within  some  eight  dayi  upon  this  great  question. 
After  we  have  terminated  the  general  debate — if  it 
■ball  be  terminated — then  we  ahall  be  in  com- 
mittee under  the  fiTe-minute  rule,  and  eometimea 
questions  of  not  half,  of  not  a  tithe  the  importance 
of  this  one,  are  debated  for  a  whole  week  under 
the  five-minute  rule,  and  this  bill  ought  to  be  so 
discussed,  for  the  most  valuable  debate  will  un- 
dottbt«]ly  be  then.  The  amendments  will  then 
come  up— the  House  bill,  the  Senate  bill,  the  bill 
offered  as  a  substitute  by  the  eentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  RiCHAnDsoH,]  and  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion; then,  the  Utah  and  New  Mexico  bills  are 
also  talke4  of  as  amendments  to  this  one-,  and 
there  are  various  other  amendments  that  will  be 
offered,  and  ought  to  be  offered,  and  that  ought  to 
be  discussed.  But  just  so  sure  as  you  tell  us  that 
we  are  to  constrain  ourselves  within  the  limited 
time  between  now  and  a  week  from  Tuesday  next, 
every  one  here  knows — he  is  sure  in  his  own 
mind — that  we  cannot  have  that  discussion  which 
is  desirable— that  we  ought  to  have. 

Sir,  if  gentlemen  insist  upon  having  action  upon 
this  bill — although  I  do  not  consider  it  as  import- 
ant that  there  should' be  such  action  as  they  do^ 
let  them  put  it  off  until  the  Pacific  railroad  special 
order,  and  the  other  special  orders,  have  been 
disposed  of.  Is  it  not  of  as  much  consequence 
and  importance  to  the  country  that  all  those  im- 
portant acts  of  special  legislation,  such  as  the 
French  spoliation  oill,  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  and 
of  public  interest,  as  the  deficiency  bill — the  pas- 
sage of  which  is  a  matter  of  imminent  and  urgent 
necessaity — and  some  of  the  general  appropriation 
bills,  should  now  be  acted  on,  as  that  this  ques- 
tion, which  gentlemen  themselves  contend  is,  nder 
all,  but  the  establishment  of  an  abstract  principle, 
should  be  decided  to-day  or  to-morruw?  As  we 
have  lived  under  this  great  wrong,  if  such  it  be — 
this  abstract  wrong — for  thirty-four  years 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  Chair 
must  remind  the  gentleman  from  Maine  that  he  is 
wandering  far  beyond  the  boundaries  prescribed 
by  the  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  am 
stating  reasons 

Mr.  CRAIQB.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  understood  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Waibbdrn]  was  permitted,  by  the.  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House,  to  moke  a  suggestion.  I 
did  not  understand  that  he  bod  a  right  to  make  a 
speech. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  had  arrested  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks before  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
rose  to  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    My  suggestion  is 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  respectfully  sug- 
gests to  the  gentleman  from  Maine  that  beyond 
very  brief  remarks  explanatory  of  the  proposition 
before  the  body,  this  debate  is  not  stnctly  in 
order.  ' 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Chair  that  I  made  this  suggestion,  if  gentle- 
men desired  to  have  this  question  discussed  as  it 
should  be  discussed,  that  it  must  be  put  over  be- 
yond the  time  in  which  the  special  orders  are  to 
■  come  up.  I  was  stating  the  reasons  why  that 
suggestion  was  a  wise  and  prudent  one,  and, 
amonjg  other  reasons,'I  urged  that  there  was  not 
sufficient  time  to  consider  and  discuss  this  subject 
before  the  special  orders  came  up 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Ch«irwill  say,  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  that  he  must  be 
well  aware  that  the  proposition  to  put  the  special 
order  over  one  week  has  been  absolutely  refused 
by  the  House.  The  gentleman  must  also  be  aware 
that  his  proposition  was  met  by  half  a  dozen 
voices  Objecting  to  putting  over  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  untU  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  was 
disposed  of.  The  ChaiV  must  decide,4herefore, 
that  there  is  no  legitimate  object  for  the  course  of 
remarks  in  which  the  gentleman  has  indulged. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Will  the  Chair  allow  me 
to  say,  I  did  not  understand  that  there  was  any 
objection  to  the  megcstion  I  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  was  made  by 
twenty  gentlemen,  if  the  Chair  could  determine 
from.uie  number  of  voices. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  did  not  hear  the  objec- 
tions, arising  probably  from  the  fact  that  I  was 


speaking. 
Th«  SPEAKBR. 


Ths  Chair  ruaindsd  tht. 


gentleman  from  Maine  of  the  fact  that  objection 
was  made  to  his  proposition  to  postponing  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  beyond  the  time  agreed  upon 
for  the  consideration  of  the  special  orders. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Very  well;  I  wUl  not 
trespass  further  upon  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  WAtHBOON]  allow  me  to  say  one 
word? 

[Cries  of  "  I  object!"  "  I  object!"] 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  rise  to  another  Question  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Wash- 
bdrh]  has  been  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  and  I 
understand  by  the  rules  that  when  a  gentleman  is 
declared  out  of  order,  that  he  cannot  proceed  in 
order  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  say,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  cannot  proceed,  if  ob- 
jection be  made,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CRAIGE  I  object  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  proceeding  further  with  his  remarks. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  proceed  in 
order  ? 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  1  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  the  question 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Maine  shall  proceed 
with  his  remarks? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  whether  the  privilege  to 
do  so  shall  be  given  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JONES.  There  is  no  question.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  eentleman  from  Maine  can  proceed 
in  order,  as  he  has  been  called  to  order  for  pro- 
ceeding out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  was  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  question  would  be 
upon  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  ruling 
the  gentlemim  from  Maine  out  of  order  in  the 
course  of  remarks  in  which  he  heu  indulged.  The 

gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Craige]  goes 
eyond  that,  and  objects  to  his  proceeding  at  all. 
The  Chair  decides,  that  if  the  House  authorize 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  proceed  and  make 
suggestions  in  connection  with  the  course  of  pro- 
ceraings  on  this  bill,  it  will  be  in  order  for  him  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  make  the  point 
of  order,  that  after  the  Chair  decided  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  was  out  of  order  in  his  re- 
marks, he  cannot  then  proceed  in  order,  unless  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  He  cannot  proceed  in  order 
unless  he  is  permitted  to  do  so  by  a  vote  of  the 
House.    He  does  not  require  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    I  object  to  his  proceeding. 

Mr.  SEWARO.  I  hope  the  objection  will  be 
withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  decided  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  could  not  proceed  unless 
in  the  w«y  of  making  suggestions  in  reference  to 
the  course  of  proceedings  of  the  body  on  this  bill; 
and  the  Chair  called  the  gentleman  to  order  for  not 
confining  his  remarks  to  that  purpose.  He  may 
proceed  m  order. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
35th  rule  of  the  House. 

The  rule  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  ir  soy  memlier,  in  speaking,  or  oUierwlae,  Irios- 
greas  tlie  rule*  of  the  Houae,  Ihe  Speaker  shall,  or  any 
member  may,  call  to  order,  in  wblch  can  the  member  to 
called  to  order  sball  immediately  ait  down,  unleo  per- 
mitted to  eiplain ;  sad  the  House  sbsll,  if  appealed  to,  de- 
cide on  the  con,  but  wilbout  debate  ;  if  there  be  no  appeal, 
Ihe  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  snbmitud  to.  Ifthn  de- 
cision be  in  (kvor  of  the  member  called  to  order,  he  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  proceed ;  if  otherwise,  be  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  in  case  any  member  object,  without  leave 
of  the  House ;  and,  if  the  case  require  it,  he  <hnl!  be  liable 
to  the  censure  of  the  House." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  may  make  a  suggestion  in 
reference  to  the  proceedings  of  this  body  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill  under  consideration 

Mr.  CRAIGE,  (interrupting.^  Then  the  rule 
goes  on  to  say,  that  a  member,  if  called  to  order, 
shall  not  proceed  in  order  unless  by  consent  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  has  not  looked  with  care  into  the  rule; 
for  the  rule  declares  that  if  the  Chair  decides  that 
the  member  is  in  order,  and  if  no  appeal  be  taken 
from  th*  dscision  of  ths  Chair,  the  msmbsr  may 


proceed  without  the  vote  of  the  House,  in  order. 
That  is  the  rule,  as  it  h&s  been  read  just  now. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  Chair  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  was  out  of  Order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  so  decide; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  proposes  now  to  pro- 
ceed in  order.  The  Chair  decides  he  has  a  right 
to  do  that. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  M'aine.  Under  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chair,  declaring  that  I  was  not 
in  order  in  the  remarks  which  I  was  proceeding 
to  make,  and  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  this  House  would  not  have 
accorded  me  the  consent  which  they  did  to  make 
a  suggestion  if  they  bad  supposed  I  would  speak 
on  the  question  generally,  or  in  such  manner  as 
the  Chair  shoulddeclare  out  of  order,  I  submitted 
to  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  But  I  hod  supposed 
I  was  in  order,  or,  at  all  events,  I  was  endeavor- 
ing to  be  in  order.  I  shall  not  now  trespass  any 
fjirth^r  on  the  House  than  to  say 

Mr.  GOODRICH,  (interrupUng.)  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  permit  me  a  word  of  ex- 
planation ? 

Several  Mbmberi  objected. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  (resuming.)  1  will  not 
trespass  on  the  House  any  further  than  to  say  that 
if  gentlemen  are  not  willing  to  give  us  this  full  and 
ample  time  for  discussion — such  as  we  ought  to 
have — by  extending  the  debate  to  the  hour  and 
day  indicated  in  my  suggestion,  then  I  must  feel 
obliged  to  object  to  any  other  proposition  to  close 
debate  sooner. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  intend  to 
make  a  general  objection  to  all  proceedings  out  of 
order,  and  to  insist  upon  the  qtiestion  before  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKBR.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana has  a  right  to  do  that;  and  the  Chair  will 
sustain  him  in  taking  objection  as  well  as  he  can. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  simply  wish  to  ask  a 
question,  iwd  to  make  a  suggestion  in  reference  to 
this  matter;  and  1  hope  I  will  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House. 

Several  Membcrs  objected. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House;  and 
upon  that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
demanded. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  ask  to  be  excused  fAm  voting 
upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  gentle- 
man be  excused;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand 
theyeas  a«d  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  there  were — 
yeas  59,  nays  93;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  David  J.  Bailey, Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Ball, 
Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colquiu,  Cracker, 
John  G.  Davis,  Eddy,  English,  Florence,  Green,  Gieen- 
wood,  Hamilinn,  Hnven,  Hendricks,  Henn,  HiUyer, Horn- 
ton,Oeorfe  W.  Jones,Kei»,  Kidwell,  Kuitx,  Laae,  Lilly, 
Mebougall,  McNair.May,  John  o.  Miller,  Moidecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  John  Perkias,  Phelps,  PliilUps,  Powell,  Pratt,  Piealon, 
Puryeor,  Ready,  Riddle,  Ruflin,  Seward,  Seymour,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Sndlh,  WUIiam  R. 
Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Stfaub,  Qavid  Smait,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Tweed,  Walbridie,  John  Vventworth,  Ueodrtck  B. 
Wright,  and  ZollicolTer— ^. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  Baaks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bennett, 
Benson,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Brooks,  Bngg,  Campbell,  Carpea- 
ler,  Csakie,  Chamberlain,  Chandler,  Chrisman,  Church- 
well,  Clingmaa,  Craige,  Cummiog,  Cutting,  Tbomsa  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Dowdell,  Dun  - 
bar,  Edgerton,  Edmonds,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  filllMn,  Elbe- 
ridge,  Bverbarl,  Farley,  Fenton,  Gamble,  (>aodtiab,  Bani- 
soo,  Hibbard,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  logersoll,  Johaaoa, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Knox,  Latham, 
Lindtley,  McCulloch,  Macy,  Matteeon,  Middleswarfli, 
Millson,  Morgan,  /Murray,  Norton,  Olds,  Packer,  Parker, 
Pennington,  Prinile,  Rseae,  Biehardson,  Robbiaa,  BofSf*, 
Rassell,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Skelton,  Omit  Smith, 
Stratton,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Troal, 
Upham,  Vail,  Walley,  Bllibu  B.  Washbnme,  Israel  Wasb- 
bnm,  Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Witte,  and  OaniatB. 
Wright— 83. 

So  the  House  reftised  to  excuse  the  gentleimin 
from  voting. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
excused  from  voting;  and  upon  that  I  call  theyeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  not  excused  flrom  voting. ' 
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Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  nieaot  to  aay  the  vote 
by  which  be  waa  not  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  Did  the  gentleman  vote  in 
the  affirmative? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  voted  no.  I  voted  with 
the  majority. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  has  the 
right  to  make  the  motion. 

The  yefuiand  nays  were  ordered. 
.    The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  39,  nays  134;  as  followB: 

TEAB— Henn.  Boll,  Benncu,  Benaon,  Canpbell,  Cal- 
kMD,  DieUnioii,  Eutman,  Fluler,  Oiddinn,  Goodrich, 
Grow,  Lilly,  McCnIloch,  Mace,  Mocy,  MeacBuD,  Morgan, 
Parker,  Pennington,  Pratt,  Prtngle,  David  Ritchie,  Rmaell, 
Sahin,  Sapp.  Healor  L.  Slevelna,  Wade,  and  John  Wenl- 
wofftti — 39. 

NATS— Mcaara.  Abercrombie,  WilUa  Allen,  Ashe,  Da- 
vid J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Baoka,  Barry,  Belcher, 
Bell,  BooocK,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Biidgea,  Oaipenter, 
Oiakie,  Chamberlain,  Chandler,  Ctariannn,  Cburchwell, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cot,  Craige,  Crocker,  Cumtoiog,  John  O. 
Davia,  Thomaa  Davia,  Dawaon,'  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edgenon,  Edmaada,  Edmnndaon, 
Elliaon,  EtheriUfa,  Everhan,  Farley,  Featoo,  Florence, 
Oamble,  Ooode,  Green,  Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P. 
Hania,  Haven,  Hendricka,  Hillyer,  Houaton,  Howe, 
Hn^wa,  Ingeradl,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Ceorie  W.  Jonee, 
J.  Ohuiey  Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Keltt,  Kerr,  Kidweil, 
KUredge,  Knoi,  Kurtx,  Lane,  Lindley,  Lindaley,  Mac- 
donald,  McNair,  Matleaon,  Middleawarth,  John  O.  Miller, 
Smilb  Hilkr,  MiUaon,  Morriaon,  Marray,  Noble,  Nor- 
ton, Olda,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Oir,  Packer,  John  Perkins, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell,  Preston,  Poryear,  Ready,  Rlch- 


ardaoa.  Riddle,  Robbina,  Rogers,  Rumn,  Sage,  Seward, 
ISeyiDOur, Shaw, Simmons, Gerril smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyib, 


Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Stratton,  Stranb,  Andrew  Stuart, 
David  Sliian.  John,  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel 
S.  Taylor,  Thorston,  Tracy,  Troat,  Upham,  Vail,  Van- 
aani,  Walley,  Warren,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  larael 
Waabbom,  Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
Bendrick  B.  Wright,  and  ZolllcolTer— 194. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  1  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn; and  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting 
upon  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  submit  that  that  is  not 
in  order.  If  that  were  to  be  allowed,  we  might 
not  come  to  the  motion  to  adjourn  before  to-mor- 
row morning. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  not 
in  order. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
neotive— yeas  69,  nays  109. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  move  that  when  this  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m.;  and  upon  that  motion  I  de- 
oiand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  wan  taken  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ over;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  49, 
nays  109. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  to  Satur- 
day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  oCthe  House, 
upon  whic^  .the  yeaa  and  nays  have  been  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  . 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Upon  that 
MPtioD  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  iui4  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  takfn  upon  Mr.  Sage's  mo- 
tion; and  decided  in  the  negative.' 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion- 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  upon  which  the 
yeaa  and  nays  had  been  demanded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  tha  motion;  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  60,  noes  80. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  not  ordered. 

1^.  CAJlf  FBELL,  pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 
when  Ua  name  was  called,  sa^)  he  paired  of  with 
J^r.  PB^fpia,  of  I<ouisiana,  upon  tnia'vote. 

The  quaatioa  then  recurred  upon  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  queetion  upon  the  reso- 
Irnion  doaiog  debate  upon  the  Nebraaka  bill. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
DOW  adjotim. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
tiunreas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 


The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Gooo- 
rich's  motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
40,  navs  66;  as  follows: 

So  the  House  refiued  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEL&KEk  announced  that  no  quorum 
had  voted.  • 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays.     . 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    That  is  not  in  order,  is  it.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
any  such  motion.  The  rules  prescribe  that  when 
the  House  finds  itself  without  a  quorum,  no 
motion  shall  be  entertained  except  a  motion  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  and  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    I  withdraw  the  request. 

The  quMtion  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn ;  and  upon  the  motion  I  demand' the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Saob's 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  47, 
nays  67. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  stated  that  for  a 
short  time  he  hatl  paired  ofT  with  Mr.  Da  Witt. 

Mr.  BALL  stated  that  he  bad  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Cox. 

Mr.  BUGO  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Bailit,  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  HOWE  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  with 

Mr.  HiLLTER. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Rich- 
ARDsoK*!  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting  upon  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
the  proposition ,  for  the  same  reason  that  he  refVised 
to  entertain  a  similar  one  made  by  the  gentleman 
some  time  since,  that  no  quorum  has  voted. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  thought  there  was  a 
quorum  upon  the  last  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.    No  quorum  has  voted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson i  motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  75,  nays  44. 

So  it  was  ordered  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  DEAN  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  have  his  vote  recorded,  he  having 
been  outside  the  bar  when  his  name  waa  called. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  business  in  order 
is  the  execution  of  the  order  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  Upon  that  motion  1 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  wa«  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
53,  nays  84. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll  on  the  above  ques- 
tion, 

Mr.  MACV  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  until 
to-morrow  morning  with  Mr.  Disnbv. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  having  ordered 
a  caB  of  the  House,  the  Clerk  will  now  proceed  to 
call  the  roll,  and  note  the  absentees. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  to  be. 
excused  from  voting  on  that  question. 

The  SVEAKBR.  There  is  no  question  before 
the  House. 

'The  Clerk  then  called  the  roll,  and  found  the 
following  members  absent: 

Hessn.  Abercrom^e,  Aiken,  App|etan,  Banks,  'Bell, 
Bennen, Benton,  Bis*ell,miaa,Brdoka,Campbeil,Oirpen- 
ier,  Camlhcn,  Chamberlain,  Chandler,  Chaae,  Cbaaiain, 
Chriaman,  Cook,  Corwln,  Cnlloin,  Cumaing,  Curtis,  John 
O.  Davia,  Dawson,  Dent,  Dick,  Dianey,  Dunbar,  John  M. 
EllioU.Kwing.Fanlkner,  Franklin,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Good- 
rich, Green,  Giey,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan, 
Sampsoa  W.  Hartia,  Haniaoa,  HaaliiM,  Hieater,  Hill, 
Hinre,J.  Glaocy  Jones,  RolaDd  Jonea,  Knitt,  I<Bmb,La- 


diam,  Lyon,  McHnllin,  HcNalr,  McQueen,  Smith  HHIer, 
Nichole,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Peck,  Peekham, 
Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Preaton,  Ready, 
David  Ritchie,  Rowe,  Sapp,  Shannon,  Slnsleton,  Oernt 
Smilb,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Sollen,  Pied- 
^ek  P.  Stanton,  Wafbridge,  Wella,  Weatbrook,  Ysles, 
and  Zolllcomr. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  officers  of  the  House 
will  now  close  the  doors. 

Thedoora  were  then  closed. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  move  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  tht  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  STUART.    On  that  motion  1  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 
'  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  state,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  that  he,  desiring 
to  go  to  dinner,  being  unwell  and  hungry*,  I  have 
paired  off  with  him.  I  have  answerM  on  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeaa  36,  nays  131. 

So  the  House  refUsed  to  suspend  all  fiirther 
proceedings  under  the  call. 

Pending  the  call, 

Mr.  HILLYER  stated  that  die  had  paired  off 
for  the  present  with  Mr.  Howe. 

Mr.  LINDSLEY,  also  staled  that,  for  the  nres- 
ent,  he  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Miller  j  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  EDMANDS.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CROCKER.  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  naya 
on  that  motion. 

Mr.  HENN.  Is  the  motion  to  adjourn  now  in 
order? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  that  it  is. 

Mr.  HENN.  After  the  House  has  refused  to 
suspend  further  proceedings  under  the  call .' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  ia  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.    The  motion  is  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  64,  nays  86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn, 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  would  ask  the 
Chair  whether,  after  the  doors  have  been  closed 
by  order  of  the  House,  and  proceedings  under  the 
call  are  in  progress,  it  is  in  order  to  allow  members 
to  enter  or  go  out  > 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  J  call  the  genUemMi  to 
order. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  It  ia  a  queation  of 
order.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  moment's  redection  will 
satisiy  the  c;entlema{)  from  Ohio  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  is  in  order,  he  being  on  the 
floor  to  a  queation  of  order. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  will  remark,  with 
the  leave  of  my  friend  from  Ohio,  that  it  being  in 
order  to  alternate  between  motions  to  suspend 
further  proceedings  under  the  call  and  motions  to 
adjourn,  the  House  never  can  complete  the  call 
unless  thedoora  be  kept  closed,  and  members  pre- 
vented going  out  or  coming  in.  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Speaker  to  the  fiict  that  the  order  is  not 
enforced. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  officers  of  the  House 
must  enforce  the  order  of  the  House  rigidly. 
There  is  no  authority  drawn  from  the  rules  that 
the  Chair  knows  of  which  would,  under  a  call  of 
the  House,  allow  members  to  go  out  or  come 
in.  The*  practice,  however,  the  Chair  is  aware 
is  different.  There  are  cases  of  emergency  when 
gentlemni  must  go  out- 
Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  That  is  the  only  way 
by  which  we  can  get  gentlemen  to  do  anything.  - 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  Ittt  of  ah- 
aenteea  for  excuaes.  , 

Jahes  C.  Allen.    No  excuse. 

WaLiAH  Applbton. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  My  colleague  ia  detained  from 
his  seat  in  the  House  by  severe  sickness  in  his 
family.    I  therefore  move  that  he  be  excused. 

Mr<  SAPP.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Viixinia.  Allow  me  to  ask 
^e  Chair  a  queation;  If  Mr.  Appletov  ia  not 
excused  for  the  reaabn  given,  will  not  the  order  of 
the  House  be  imperative  on  the  Sergeant-at-ArmS 
to  go  and  brine  him  here.' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  depend  on  the 
action  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  BAYLY.  If  he  is  notexcused,  would  not 
the  Seivrant-at-Anna  be  bound  to  brine  him  here  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  it  would  €e  impera- 
tive on  the  SengeanC-at-Arma  to  bring  the  gently- 
nan  here. 

The  yeas  and  nayi  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRISON.  I  ask  the  unanimoaa  con- 
sent or  the  Houae  lo  make  a  ataieroent,  before  the 
call  of  the  roll,  upon  tlie  question  before  the 
House. 

No  objection  waa  made. 

Mr.  MORRISON.  I  will  state  that  Mr.  Ap- 
rLKTOH  and  Mr.  Aikbh,  a  member  from  Somh 
Carolina,  [wired  off  upon  the  question  (tending  in 
4fae  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the 
Union— the  bill  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
ffebraaka  and  Kanaas.  1  paired  off  with  a  mem- 
ber from  Georgia,  Mr.  CHASTAiN.upon  the  same 
question.  After  my  return,  and  during  the  day, 
there  has  been  a  consullatinn  between  myself  and 
the  member  from  South  Carolina,  and  between 
the  friends  of  the  member  from  Moasachuaetts 
and  the  member  from  Georgia,  the  absentees,  and 
at  that  consultation,  as  the  member  from  South 
Carolina  and  myself  both  desire  to  vote  upon  that 
bill,  it  was  arranged  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
aachusetts  abaO  be  considered  as  paired  off  with 
(he  gentleman  from  Georgia  until  one  of  those 
gentlemen  return.  When  either  of  the  abscnteea 
return,  the  arrangement  will  be  at  an  end. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wallct'i 
notion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  141,  naysS. 

So  Mr.  Appletom  was  excused. 

Pendintr  the  call  on  the  above  vote, 

Mr.  HILLYER  atated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  Howe. 

Mr..  H  ILL  YER.  I  move  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  caN  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  SAQE  I  demand  the  yeas  and  i>»^  on 
that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HDGHBS.  It  being  now  half  past  six 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeat  64,  nays  80. 
.  So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  suspending  further  proceedings  under  the 
call,  upon  which  the  yeoa  and  nays  nave  been  de- 
manded and  ordered. 

Mr.  MAURICE,  t  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Appletom  was  ex- 
cused; and  upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yea* 
and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order,  that  there  being  a  proposition  pending  to 
auspend  all  further  proceedings  under  the  call,  it 
is  not  in  order  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  Mr.  Appletom  was  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  and  rules  that  a  suspension  of  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  would  set  aside  the  queation 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Appletom. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  the  Houae 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  not  be 
in  order,  the  House  having  joat  voted  upon  that 
question. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Hill- 
ter'i  motion:  and  there  were— yeas  79,  nays  70. 

By  the  order  of  the  Speaker  the  doors  were 
then  opened. 

tAt.  SAGE.    I  move  that  when  the  Houae  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  and 
Upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  Clerk  having  proceeded  to  call  the  roil- — 
Mr.  \;  ATTESON.    I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
voting  upon  *hat  motion  ? 

The  SPEAlC.SR-  "  is  too  late.  There  has 
been  a  rraponae  to  .'he  call,  and  the  Chair  decides 
that  the  motion  is  not  i.''  order. 

Mr,  M  ATTESON.  I  uVd  not  know  that  there 
had  been  any  response,  aa  .'.•»  ^«t  caae  I  was 
aware  that  the  mouon  would  not  .•>•  m  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  would  not  be  in 
order  for  a  further  reason,  that  a  gentleman  can- 
not ask  to  be  excused  from  voting  upon  a  motion 


to  adjourn;  but  upon  questions  other  than  a  mo- 
tion lo  adjourn  such  a  motion  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  supposed  that  upon  a 
motion  to  adjourn  over  the  Kle  would  be  differ- 
ent. ^ 

The  question  waa  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sage's 
motion;  and  there  were — yeas  48,'nayB  111. 

So  the  Hoo*>  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  House  adjourn;  and  upod  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  then  taken;  and  there  were— 
yeaa59,  naya86. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  move  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  upon  that  motion,  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
naya. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
votiiig. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.    The  42d  rule  rrads: 

"  Erery  member  whu  shall  be  In  Ibe  Boum  when  die 
queuian  it  put,  nhill  five  hi>  vote,  anieu  tba  Uouie,  for 
special  reaftOD,  iitiaJl  exciue  him.** 

I  suppose  it  is  necessary  that  a  gentleman  ask- 
ing to  be  excused,, should  aaaign  aome  apecial 
reaaon  for  such  request. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  be  excused 
from  voting  is  in  order;  and  every  gentleman  will 
determine  for  himself  the  reasons  be  has  for 
making  such  a  request. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  riae  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  would  like  to  know  whether  thegentlemhn  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Madkicb]  is  obliged  to  give  hia 
reasons  for  aaking  to  be  excused  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already  staled 
that  every  gentleman  can  determine  for  hinMClf 
the  reasons  he  has  for  asking  to  be  excused. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  really  wish  to  be 
informed  upon  this  matter.  I  never  intend  to 
raise  a  question  of  order  from  captioua  motivea; 
bat  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  desire  to  be  really 
informed  about  the  proper  construction  of  the 
4S!d  rule,  aportion  of  which  I  have  already  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  seems  to  contem- 
plate givine  some  special  reason;  but  the  Chair, 
without  reflection,  supposes  that  it  would  be  com- 
petent for  gentlemen  to  aak  to  be  excused,  with 
or  without  assigning  a  reason  therefor. 

Mr.  BANKS.  1  think  the  reasoning  of  the 
Chair  ia  correct.  If  I  am  asked  to  vole  to  excuse 
or  not  excuse  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
special  reason  for  my  vote  is,  that  he  asks  to  be 
excused.  1  can  then  either  vote  in  the  affirmative 
or  negative,  aa  I  may  think  necessary. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  auppose  it  is 
manifest,  if  the  rule  which  I  have  read  meana  any- 
thing, that  it  ought  to  be  enforced. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  rise  tn  a  queation  of  order. 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  not  appealed  from  the  deciaion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smith]  will  give  way,  I  will  state  to 
the  House  my  reasons,  which  will  perhaps  ob- 
viate the  necessity  for  any  further  diacussion. 

Mr.  SMITH.  With  the  permiaaion  of  the 
Houae,  I  will  read  another  portion  of  the  49d 
rule. 

"  All  moUont  to  exeue  a  member  ft-om  voting  eball  be 
made  belbre  the  Hnnac  dlvldea,  or  before  Ibe  call  of  lli« 

Seas  and  nays  ie  commenced;  and  the  queetloa  iball  then 
a  taken  witbout  fnrUMr  debate." 

There  is  an  amendment  to  the  rule,  which  reads 
as  folio  WD : 

."  Tbat  part  of  rule  49,  wUeb  allowed  a  brief  verba] 
statement  of  reasons  to  be  given  by  any  member  for  re- 
questing ■•  be  ezensed  from  voting,  rcsdadad  Jauoary  9, 
1845." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  it  is 
diacretionary  with  a  member  whether  he  will  give 
his  reasons  or  not  for  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  The  Chair  thinks  tbat  the  rules  and 
pracuce  taken  together  will  bear  him  out  in  the 
decision  he  haa  made. 

Mr.  JONES,  ofTenneasee.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  the  note  to 
the  43d  rule  states  that  that  part  of  the  rule  which 
allows  a  brief  verbal  statement  of  rcaaona  to  be 


given  by  any  member  requesting  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  was  rescinded  January  2,  1843. 
Since  the.reseinding  of  that  part  of  the  rule  tbey 
have  not  been  permitted  to  give  reasons,  but  they 
could  ask  to  be  excused  without  assigning  any 
reasons.  That  has  been  the  priwtice  ever  since 
that  part  of  the  rule  relating  to  thia  aubject  was 
rescinded. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  to  be  exaused  from 
voting  upon  the  motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Macrice]  from  voting. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  decides  that  that 
proposition  ia  out  of  order,  believing  that  proposi- 
tions to  excuse  gentlemen  from  voting  cannot  bo 
thus  accumulated. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  not  inaiat  upon  my 
motion,  although  I  do  not  wiah  to  be  unoeraiood 
as  waiving  the  right  (o  make  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  make  this  point  of  order 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Chair,  that  a  call  of  the 
House,  and  a  motion  to  adjourn,  take  precedence 
of  all  other  questions;  anif  thef;emlemao  cannot 
make  the  motion  to  be  excused,  pending  a  vote  on 
these. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  decided  to- 
day that  a  motion  to  be  excused  from  voting  upon 
a  proposition  to  adjourn  cannot  be  made.  He 
cannot,  therefore,  entertain  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  now  make  the  point  of 
order,  that  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Houae  will 
take  precedence  of  anything  but  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  therefore,  that  you  cannot  tnterlain  a 
motion  to  excuse  a  member  with  any  more  pro- 
priety than  you  can  a  question  touching  any  other 
proposition.  Suppose  we  did  not  have  a  quorum. 
You  could  not  excuse  a  member  from  voting  with 
leaa  than  a  quorum  preaent.  In  thia  way  you 
might  atop  up  a  call  and  get  a  quorum,  and  there- 
fore a  call  of  the  House  must  lake  precedence  of 
any  other  motion,  except  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chnir  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clihouam]  is 
eorrect.  It  is  within  the  recollection  of  the  Houae 
that  the  Chair  permitted  that  motion  to  be  made, 
and  a  vote  to  be  taken,  but  it  waa  done  inadvert- 
ently upon  the  part  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  Journal  is  full  of  de- 
ciaions  upon  this  point.  1  think  it  will  be  shown 
by  reference  to  the  Journals,  that  in  1849- '50  no 
person  made  that  motion  ofUner  than  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  obliged  to  the  gen- 
man  from  Ohio.  I  will  remind  the  gentleman  that 
upon  the  memorable  day  to  which  he  refers,  the 
Speaker  decided  that  a  call  of  the  Houae  waa  not 
in  order,  and,  therefore,  that  there  could  have  been 
no  motions  to  excuse  gentlemen  upon  that  propo- 
aition.  The  motions  were  upon  other  proposi- 
tions. A  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Houae  waa  not 
in  order,  and  we  had  no  quorum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  be  in  order  for 
gentlemen  to  give  as  a  reason  why  they  would  not 
vote  upon  a  motion  to  adjourn,  that  they  would 
rather  have  a  full  House.  The  reason  of  this  ia 
very  obvious.  The  Chair  having  had  hia  atten- 
tion called  to  thia  matter,  decides  that  the  gentle- 
roan  from  New  York  [Mr.  Maoricb]  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  take  an  appeal  from  the 
deciaion  of  the  Chair;  and  upon  that  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  certainly  haa  no 
diaposition  to  make  any  decision  here  that  will 
have  an  improper  bearing  upon  one  aide  or  the 
other  in  this  controversy.  He  seeks  only  to  en- 
force and  adhere  to  the  rules  as  they  are.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  appeala 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  CLrMCMAV]  moves  to 
lay  the  appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeaa  and  naya. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  ia  bata  repetition  of 
the  same  question,  and  i  make  the  same  point  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
appeal  upon  appeal;  auch  is  the  rule. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  I  am  in  hopes 
that  I  can  make  a  proposition  that  will  put  an  end 
to  the  contest  which  haa  been  going  on  here  all 
day.    If  the  Hooac  aec  fit  lo  cnUrtain  the  prope- 
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•hton  I  deaire  to  preaent,  I  wUUnerwards  reduce 
it  to  the  form  ofa  resolution.  The  pcoposiiion  ii 
thig^--to  allow  the  debate  to  proceed  one  week, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  direct  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
to  notify  the  three  thousand  clergymen  who  lately 
•ent  a  remonstrance  against  the  passage  of  the 
Nebraska  bill,  that  they  will  be  heard  if  they  will 
come  on  here>  an  hour  each,  in  prayer  for  the  auc- 
cesaflil  dispatch  of  our  business  here.  [Laughter  ."1 
But  they  must  come  on  at  their  own  expense.  I 
propose,  also,  as  soon  as  they  get  through  with 
their  prayers,  that  then  the  question  upon  this 
bili  shall  be  taken  without  furtlier  debate.  I  think 
by  that  time  the  House  will  be  in  a  proper  tera- 

fier  and  disposition  to  do  justice  to  tnis  bill. 
Laughter] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my  astonish- 
nent—— 

rCriesof  "Oh!"  "Oht"  and  "Order!"] 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  simply  want,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  express  m)»  astonishment  at  the  manner  in 
which— 

(Renewed  cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"! 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Vii^ia 
is  aware  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  Chair  will  state  to  the  House  the  question 
•a  it  now  stands 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  wish  to 
explain  on  a  point  of  order.   . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  first  stats 
the  question.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Madbice]  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 
The  Chair  decided  that  the  motion  to  be  excused 
vras  not  in  order.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Campbell]  takes  an  appeal  from  that  decis- 
ion. The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Clihomah]  movee  to  lay  that  appeal  on  the  table. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Maurice] 
again  rises,  and  asjis  to%  excused  from  voting 


On  the  motion 


on  the  appeal 

Mr.  MAURICE,  (correcting.) 
to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes;  and  the  Chair  decides 
Am  the  gentleman's  preposition  to  be  excused  is 
out  of  order,  the  whob  being  based  oo  the  original 
proposition. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  take  an  ap- 
peal to  the  House  from  that  deciaion  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  no 
appeal  can  be  taken  until  the  previous  one  is  dis- 
posed of.  This  is  the  principle  established  under 
the  rule. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  wish  to  understand  by 
an  appeal,  whether  the  Chair  decides  correctly. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already  stated 
that  one  appeal  cannot  be  piled  upon  another. 
There  has  been  an  appeal  taken  from  the  decision 
made  by  the  Chair,  that  the  proposition  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  {Mr.  Madbicc,] 
to  be  excused  from  voting,  was  not  in  order  If 
this  last  appeal  were  entertained,  it  would  be  but 
(Ui  appeal  upon  an  appeal,  the  whole  being  based, 
on  the  correctness  of  the  decision  first  given. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  C  rise  to 
withdraw  the  motion  which  I  made  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  appeal  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  to  make  a  point  of  order  that  an  appeal  could 
not  be  taken  pending  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
House,  which  takes  precedence  of  all  other  busi- 
ness, in  the  same  manner  as  a  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  question  to  be  decided  by  the  appeal  could 
not  be  decided  unless  there  was  a  quorum  present; 
and  it  is  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  a.  quorum 
preaent  that  a  call  of  the  House  is  made.  The 
-very  reason  on  which  I  took  the  first  exception 
applies  to  this,  that,  upon  either  a  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  House,  or  a  motios  to  adjourn,  these 
preliminary  or  collateral  questions  cannot  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order  raised  bytttegenUemaa  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  {  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  WHEK.fiR.  And  I  wnew  the  motion 
to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table;  and  on  diat  motion 
I  ask  the  yeasand  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  ^  move  that  the  Hoase  do 
MOW  adjourn;  and  ob  that  motion  I  adc  for  the 
yeas  asd  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wore  ocdsrad. 


not  compstent  for  the  Bouse  to  excu 
and  that  a  gMa>.bet  kvt  no  right  to  i 


The  roll  was  then  called;  and  there  were.— yeas 
68,  nays  90. 
So  the.  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourfk  to  meet  on 
Saturday  next;  anU  on  that  motion  1  eaU  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  *  « 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
desire  to  ask  if  this  question  has  aot  been  passed 
upon  before? 

The  SPEAKER.  Very  true,  it  has.  But  the 
lapse  of  time — whether  it  be  a  day  or  an  hour — 
sometimes  brings  reasons  for  a  change  of  purpose. 
The  Chair  therefore  holds  that  a  motion  to  adjourn 
over  is  in  order  any  time  before  adiournment. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  MAURI  CS.  Upon  this  motion  to  adj,ouni 
over,  1  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,,  to  b*  excused  from 
voting. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    And  upon  that  I  ask  for 
theyeas  sitd  nays. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  decides  that  it  is 
excuse  a  member, 
ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  votiflg  on  a  motioo  to  adipvcn,. 

M  r.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  Chair  will  allow  me, 
I  wiU  ask  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  ataM  his  questioa  of  order. 

Mr.  CAM-PBELL.  I  would  ask  the  Chair 
whether  there  is  a  distinction  between  a  simple 
motion  to  adjourn  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  over 
one  day  or  more.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  difference  is,  that  the 
latter,  if  carried,  carries  an  adjournment  for  a  little 
longer  time.  But  the  subject  is  not  deluttableKOS 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  cannot  but  be  aware;  and 
the  Chair  should  be  saved  from  enforcing  the  rule 
on  the  subject. 

.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  rdaetairtly  and 
respectfully  ask  to  take  an  appeal  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair;  and'  upon  that  qficstion  1  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  holds  thas  the 
appeal  mode  in  this  case  by  the  gentleman,  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  is  not  legitimate.  Th« 
Chair  dislikes  to  be  forced  to  moke  what  may  seem 
to  gentlemen  to  be  an  arbitrary  decision.  But  if 
gentlemen  will  reflect  for  a  aingU  moment,,  the 
Chair  thinka  he  will  not  be  charged  vdtlk  having 
made  any  arbitrary  decision  in  l£s  matter.  There 
is  an  appeal  already  pending  oaacaae  very  like 
the  one  m  question.  It  ia  not  competank  (uvdci 
the  rule,  nay,  it  ia  forbidden  under  the  rule,  to 
pile  appeala  one  upon  another.  The  Chair,^there- 
fore,  most  respectfully  declinss<  to.  entsTtam;  tke 
appeal  made  by  the  gentleman  &om  Ohio. 

The  roll  was  then  called;  and  there  were— .yeas 
47,  nays  104. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjonm  over. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  quesiioa  necurs  on  the 
motion  to  lay  the  appeal  of  the  genllsman  from 
New  York  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  I  move  to  reooasidsr  the  vote 
just  taken  by  which  the  House  refused  to  adjourn 
over. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  daeiiles  that  that 
motion  is  not  in  order,  for  the  reason — and  a  vary 
palpable  one  it  is — that  the  motion  may  he  re- 
newed at  any  time;  and  where  that  is  the  case,  a 
motion  to  reconsider  cannot  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WALLEY.    I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  on  .that  motion  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  Kkys. 
The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  tbera  wtn— 
yeas  61,  nays  61. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
The  SPEAKER.   The  question  recurs  upon 
laying  the  appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  that  when  the 
Houoe  adjouma,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  ia  not  in  order, 
for  the  reason,  that  since  that  motion  was  last  sub- 
mitted, the  House  has  not  transacted  any  business, 
except  apon  motions  to  adjonm  over,  or  to  ad- 
journ, in  immediate  connection. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Then  I  move  a  call  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  in  order  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
fees  and  nays. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  reminded  that 
there  ia  already  a  call  of  the  House  pending,  and 
arising  out  of  that  question  is  an  appeal  which  ia 
pending.  The  question,  therefore,  first  recurs 
upon  laying  the  appeal  taken  from  the  decisioa 
of  the  Chair  upon  the  table,  and  upon  that  prop- 
osition the  ypas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  104,  nays  51. 
So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  question  recvn  opo* 
the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  I  rise  to  a  piivileged  ques- 
tion. I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table;  and  on  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  the  yeas  and  nay*. 

A  Voice.  Did  the  gentleman  vote  in  theaffirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  I  did.  I  voted  with  the  mo!. 
jority. 

M>.  ORR.  )  move  to  lay  the  motion  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Upon  that  motion  I  call 
for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Maurice]  to  be  out  of  order.  The  Chair  could 
point  the  gentleman  to  similar  motionsmade  during 
this  session,  which  were  ruled  to  be  sulof  order, 
and  which  decisions  were  sustained  by  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  As  there  is  now  no  appeal 
pending  from  the  decision  of  ths  Chair^I  talie  an 
appeal  IVora  that  deeision^ 

ThsSPEAKER.  Ths  Chair  will  entertain  thoC 
motion,  as  it  is  compateat  for  the  House,  at  any- 
time,, to  reverse  its  own  decision. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Upoathat  laotion  I  call 
for  the  yeas- and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered'. 
The  Clerk  here  commenced  to  call  the  rolt. 
Mr.  MATTESON.    I  move  that  the  Hons» 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
motion  ia  out  of  order,,  aa  tha  Clerk  bad.  comi- 
manced  to  caU  the  roll. 

Ms.  MATTESON.  Had'  any  response  Been 
made  before  1  submitted  the  motion?        • 

The  SPEAKER.    The  response  was  made- 

before,  or  at  laasli,  simuftaneous.  with^ie  motion^ 

and  the  Chair  decides  that  the  roll  shall  be  called. 

The  question  waa  the*  pat;.aad  Iheie  were — 

yeaa  95,  naya  43. 

So  the  appeal  waa  laid  upon  die  taU^and  the. 
decieioB  of  the  Chair  auatauied. 
Pending  the  call, 

Mir.  FARLE}i  askad  to  beexciisad  from  voting-. 

The  SPSAKIEBl    It  is  not  in. orders  pendin^r 

the  call  of  the  roll,  to  ask  to  be  excused.    That 

request  must  be  made  beforathe  Qetkcommences: 

to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  PENTOir  afto  mve^  notfce  lAat  He  badi 
paired  off  with  Hon.  Mixx  Wu.tm  fan  a  shorti 

tinie.  

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  that  wherr  tJies 
House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday- 
next;  and  upon  it  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays. 
Several  Membebr.  Adjourn  now. 
Mr.  MATTESON.  I  am  desired  by  some  of 
my  friends  to  move  that  the  Hottse  do  now  «d* 
journ. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  sub- 
mit both  motions  at  once. 

Mr.  MATTESON.     I  withdraw  the  former 
motion  and  eubmit  the  latter  one;  and  upon  that 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  question  waa  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeaa  73,  naya  83. 
So  the  Houae  refuaed  to  adjourn. 
Pending  the  call, 

Mr.  MORTON  gave  notice  that  he  bad  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Gbow. 

Mr  LETCHER  alao  gave  notice  that  he  bad 
paired  off  with  Mr.  Tatlob,  until  he  shall  return. 
A  Voice.    When  will  that  be. 
Mr.  LETCHER.    I  do  not  know;  but  until 
he  does  return  I  have  paired  off  with  him. 

Ths  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  rscurs 
upon  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House, 


Digitized'by 


Google 


116$ 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  11. 


Mr.  SAGE.  I  think  the  auestion  is  upon  a 
tnotioD  to  adjourn  over  until  Monday. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  At  this  point  I  raise  a 
question  of  order.  The  House  hare  refVised  to 
adjoom  over  to  Monday,  and  I  submit  that  it  is 
not  eompetent  for  gentlemen  to  make  the  motion 
over  and  over  again . 
,  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  motion 

is  in  order,  unless  made  in  such  a  connection  as 
to  make  it  out  of  order.  That  has  been  the  prac- 
tice heretofore,  and  the  Chair  will  so  rule. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  that  motion  1  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  95. 

So  the  House  reAised  to  adjourn  over. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  D£:aN.  I  believe  the  morning  hour  has 
expired.  I  movethat  the  rules  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  cannot  be  en- 
tertained, for  the  reason  that  there  is  a  motion 
pending  to  close  debate  in  committee,  which  must 
take  precedence. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  think  my  motion  ought  to  be 
entertained  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  wish  to  beexeused  from 
voting. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  can- 
not be  received. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  know  that  has  been  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker;  but  I  wish  to  suggest  to 
him  a  decision  upon  this  point  made  in  a  previous 
Congress  differentfrom  that  the  Chair  now  makes. 
I  send  the  Journal  containing  the  decision  to  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  What  is  the  question  before 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  stating  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  Chair  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  that  during  the  Twenty-Ninth  Con- 
gress the  Journals  show  that  a  motion  to  excuse 
a  member  from  voting  upon  a  motion  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House  was  entertained;  but  the 
Qh^r  has  doubts  whether  it  was  not  done  inad- 
vertently, as  was  the  same  thing  dons  this  morn- 
ing. Tht  Chair  decides  that  a  motion  to  excuse 
a  member  ^on  a  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  The  motion  was  not  only 
entertained,  but  the  member  was  excused  fVom 
voting  by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state,  further, 
that  the  rules  at  that  time  permitted  a  member  to 
give  his  reasons  for  asking  to  be  excused  from 
yatin|;.  Since  that  time  the  rule  has  been  changed 
in  thu  respect.  The  Chair  has  decided  that  such 
a  motion  is  not  in  order,  and  he  has  been  sus- 
tained in  his  decision  by  a  very  large  vote  of  the 
House.  He  makes  that  decision  now,  and  de- 
clares the  question,  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House.  - 

Mr.  SAQE.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether  the 
House  will  not  conform  to  precedents  set  by  pre- 
vious Congresses,  I  take  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair.  After  the  precedent  which 
has  been  quoted,  I  wish  to  have  a  decision  of  the 
House  upon  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  would 
be  •  veiry  Nberal  construction  of  the  rules  to  allow 
M  iipt>eal  to  be  taken;  but  he  will  entertain  it. 
The  question  wQI  therefore  be,  <■  Shdl  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House?" 

Mr.  SAGE.    Upon  that  question  I  demand  the 
N         yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  the  House  will  allow  me  at 
this  late  hour,  I  desire  w  tender  the  olive  branch — 
rCries  of  "Yes!"  '« No  !"•  ••  Hear  him!" 
*|  fM'0  have  the  olive  branch !"  and  considerable 
cbhfusioa.l 
'   Mr.  HOUSTON  objected. 

Mr.  'WENTWORTH;  of  Illinois,  also  ob- 
jscied. 

Mr.  COBB.    What  I  have  to  say  is  connected 
widi  the  business  before  the  House. 
[Cries  of  <■  Let's  hear  what  it  is !"] 


The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  pro- 
ceed BO  long  as  objections  are  made. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  with- 
draw their  objections. 

Mr.  WEUITWORTH.  I  will  -withdraw  my 
objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  .1  do  not  withdraw  mine. 

The  SPBAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  cannot  proceed.  The  gentleman  from 
Vermont  submits  the  motion  that  he  be  excused 
from  voting  upon  the  proposition  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House.  The  Chair  decides  that  the  motion 
cannot  be  made,  and  from  that  decision  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  takes  an  appeal.  The  same 
deeison  has  before  been  made  to-day  upon  a  similar 
motion,  and  sustained  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
The  Chair  thinks  it  is  a  very  liberal  construction 
to  suppose  that  the  House  would  reverse  its  own 
decision  withiiftwo  hours,  but  in  this  one  instance 
he  will,  nevertheless,  give  that  construction,  and 
permit  the  appeal  to  be  taken.  He  will  not  say 
what  may  be  bis  course  in  the  future,  if  such  cases 
again  arise. 

Mr.  RICHARPSON.  I  move  that  the  appeal 
do  lie  tipon  the  table.      ' 

Mr.  oAPP.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  Imoveto  be  excused  from 
voting  upon  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
motion  is  not  in  order,  and  he  further  decides  that 
in  this  case  the  gentleman  cannot  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson's motion;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  160,  nays  34. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

MODIFICATION  OF  RESOLUTION  TO  CLOSE 
DEBATE. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  propose  to  modify 
the  motion  submitted  by  me  this  morning  to  close 
debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  upon  the  Nebraska  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  question  is  upon 
ordering  a  call  of  the  House,  is  it  not  >  I  think 
we  had^belter  have  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  If  I  have  not  the  right 
to  modify  my  motion,  I  will  not  ask  it  as  a  priv- 
il«e. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  remind  gen- 
tlemen, and  they  will  see  upon  a  moment's  reflec- 
tion, that  the  mover  of  any  bill,  resolution,  or  of 
any  ori^nal  proposition,  has  the  right  to  withdraw 
or  modify  it  as  ne  may  please,  before  any  action 
shall  have  been  taken  upon  it  by  the  House.  The 
Chair  certainly  thinks  the  i^entleman  from  Illinois 
has  the  r^ht  to  modify  his  resolution  as  he  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  lo  ask  the  Speaker  if 
the  resolution  of  the  gendeman  from  Illinois  is 
before  the  House  at  this  time?  Is  there  not 
another  question  pending? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  before  the  House.  It 
w.Ottld  be  necessary  for Ihe  gentleman  from  Illinois 
to  withdraw  his  demand  tor  the  previous  ques- 
tion before  he  could  make  any  modification,  but 
the  Chair  thinks  it  would  then  be  competent  for 
him  to  accomplish  his  purpose.  It  is  true  there 
are  other  propositions  intervening.  There  is  a 
motion  for  a  call  of  the  House,  which  must  be 
first  put;  but  the  Chair  holds  that  it  is  still  com- 
petent for  him  to  modify  his  motion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  wUI  then  submit  my 
modification. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  with- 
draw his  demand  for  the  preyious  question? 

Mr.  RICHARDSQN.  I  do.  And  I  now  so 
modify  my  motion  as  to  dose  debate  upon  the 
Nebraska  bill  in  five  nlinutes  after  its  consideration 
shall  have  again  been  resumed  in  committee. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
theyeas and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  depided 
in  the  ne^tive— ^yeas  65,  nays  78. 

So  theHouss  refused  to  adjoUrn. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  (  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  and  on 
that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Ths  ^as  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  ask  to  be  excused  from 


voting  on  that  question.    I  move  that  I  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  cannot  be  permitted. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
decided  heretofore 

[Cries  of  "Order!"] 
.Mr.  SEWARD.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  is 
upon  the  floor  on  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  have  the  question 
settled  whether  the  gentleman  can  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused without  furnishing  reasons.  It  is  an  abuse 
of  the  privilege  of  the  House.  I  put  the  question 
on  that  ground. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  overrules  the 

auestion  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
hio.    Unless  the  gentleman  takes  an  appeal,  the 
question  is  settled. 

Mr.  ORR.    The  question  is  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not.      . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  say,  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  matters  of  abuse 
are  matters  between  me  and  my  constituents,  and 
not  between  that  gentleman  and  myself. 

[Cries  of  "Order !'^[ 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  question  involves  the 
character  of  this  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  trusts  that  the 
House  will  allow  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
present  any  authority  he  may  have  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  question  cannot  be 


The  gentleman  does  not 


Mr.  CLINGMAN. 
debated. 

Mr.  WHEELER, 
ask  to  debate  it. 

Mr.  CAMPB£1^L.  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Choir;  and  refer  to  a  case  where  the  ques- 
tion was  presented  to  tlu  House  on  a  motion  to 
adjourn,  in  1847.  I  ffni  (Jie  Journal  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  makes  no  ques- 
tion but  what  the  gentleman  may  find  some  pre- 
cedent for  his  position;  but  it  was  an  error,  and 
ought  to  have  been  corrected  long  ago.  [Great 
laughter.]. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  take  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  And  I  move  that  that 
appeal  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  would  make  the  point  of 
order  whether  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  is  in  order  on  a  motion  to  fix  the  time  to 
which  the  House  shall  adjourn? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
House  may  fix  its  own  rules.  If  it  contradicts 
itself  every  day  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Chair, 
but  its  own  fault.  [Laughter.]  The  Chair  will 
pt  further:  If  the  House  (s  disposed  to  do  a  fool- 
ish thing,  the  Chair  must  indulge  it.  [Renewed 
laughter.] 

Mr.  HUGHES.  1  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  add  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CUMMING.  Is  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  in  order  ?  We  have  just 
voted  down  a  similar  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  adjourn  is  in 
order.  Since  the  House  last  refused  to  adjourn 
there  has  been  a  motion  made  for  adjournment 
till  Monday,  a  question  of  order,  and  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Cliair.  It  is  narrowing 
the  question  down  pretty  closely;  but  the  Chair 
holds  the  motion  must  be  entertained. 

The  question  wan  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  71,  nays  86. 

So  the  House  (at  five  minutes  after  eleven 
o'clock)  reftised  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Question  now  rscnrs  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  appeeJ  from  ths  decision  of 
the  Chair  upon  ths  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  ysos  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  {hen  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  trie  affirmative— yeas  108,  nays  33. 

So  the  sppeal  from  the  deeiaton  of  the  Choir 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  movs  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  on  that  motioDj  dsttoad  lb* 
yeoa  and  ooya.  • 
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Mr.  OROW.  I  move  that  when  tb«  House 
•dionrns,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  ie  already  pending  a 
motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  If  a  motion  be  made  to  ad- 
^urn  over  for  a  longer  period  than  that  to  Moi^ay , 
would  it  not  have  precedence? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  would. 

Mr.  PENTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  tlu  House  by 
which  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Caupbell]  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
laid  upon  the  table;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays.    I  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  state 
that  he  hastily  decided  to-night  that  that  motion 
was  not  in  order.  It  was  a  nasty  and  improper 
decision,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  and  he  re- 
verses it.  The  motion  to  adjourn  over  will  super- 
sede the  notion  to  reconsider.  The  Chair  could 
explain  so  that  he  thinks  the  House  would  agree 
with  him  that  the  decision  is  now  a  correct  one, 
•nd  that  the  other  wm  hasty  and  incorrect  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  over. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  decided  in  the 
DQ'ative — yeas  55,  nay's  93. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  till.A{on- 
day  next. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  appeal  from  the 
deeiaien  of  the  Cluur  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  f  ENTON.  On  that  question  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  rseon- 
«der  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WHEELBR.  On  that  I  demand  tellers. 
...Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BENSON,  (at  ten  minuiea  past  twelve 
o'clock.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn; 
and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeaa  a«d  naye, 

^r.  PARKER.    I  ask  for  tellers. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  oa]w,  and  will  let  the  question  be 
taken  by  tellers. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  deMn  to  know  wiiat  the 
motion  is  ? 

Th«  SPtSAKER.    It  is  a  motion  to  adjoura. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  I  raiss  a  question  of 
order.  The  qucsiion  just  toke^  was  in  reference 
to  an  adjournment. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  a  proposition  to 
adjourn  over  till  Monday;  and  since  that  time 
two  or  three  motions  have  intervened. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  What  motions  have  inter- 
vened? The  motion  to  reconsider  was  made 
iMfore  the  question  was  taken  on  the  adjournment. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  was  a  motion  made 
tn  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  that  propo- 
•ition. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  Mr.  BsNtoK's  moUon; 
and  Messrs.  Whbelke,  and  HAaais  of  Abimiiui. 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  pot;  and  the  teDsra 
reported — ayes  68.  noes  78. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  t  call  for  the  yeas  and 
aays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  waa  decided 
in  the  nenlive— yeas  C5,  nays  77. 

Bo  thsHouse  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  reeorred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Or*. 
to  lay  upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
^ote  by  whiih  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  laid  upon  the  table;  and  being  put,  it 
Was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  34. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  BOMAND6,  <ata  quartertooneolcloelc.) 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  I 
ask  for  teHelt*«>n  that  motion. 

Mr.TWEBD.    I  call  fitr  ths  ynarand  nays.  I 
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We  may  as  well  lake  them  at  once,  or  we  shall 
have  tellers  and  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  oays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  78. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  On  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  79. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

The  question  recurred  upon  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  questioo  on  Mr.  Richahd- 
•on'i  re«olution  to  close  debate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  when  this 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday 
next;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
voting  upon  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  pi«  (ea^ore,  (Mr.  Ore  in  the 
chair.)  The  temporary  Speaker  will  conform  to 
the  decision  made  by  the  regukr  Speaker,  and  de- 
cline to  entertain  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
Crom  l^ew  York. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  believe  that  nine  tenths  of  the 
mtmbers'of  this  House  are  in  favor  of  having  one 
week's  more  debate  on  the  Nebraska  bill.  I  be- 
lieve that  can  be  accomplished  by  adjourning  till 
to-raorrow. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  call  the  gcnaeman  to 
order. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adiouco, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  call  for  tellers  pp  that 
motion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  demand  the  yeas  and 

'^t.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  would  ask 
if  the  flrst  queetion  ie  not  on  the  motion  to  adjourn 
till  Saturday  i 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tetapore.  The  Chair  un- 
derstood the  geiftl^qian  .from  Ohio  to  withdraw 
that  motion. 

Mr. WASHBURN.  Notatall.  Hed<mand«d 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  ths  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsvlvania.  and  Itien  utithdrew  the  ealt. 

TbeSPE'AKERprotemjiere.  Then  tlie  Chair 
cannot  eMeitain  the  pr«pof4ti<>n  of  the  .gentleman 
from  Penneylvania,  (Mr.  DauM.}  The  queetion 
now  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gsBtleiaan  from  Ohio, 
{.Mr.  Campbell.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  withdraw  that  mou'on. 

Mr.  DRUM.  Then  I  move  that  the  House  do 
pow  adjourn. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CUMMING.  May  I  be  allowed'  to  ask 
if  this  motion  can  possibly  bs  in  order  i  Can  the 
rules  of  this  House  be  so  complicated  that  every 
moment  ore  may  be  called  to  vote  upon  an  adjourn- 
ment or  a  non-adjournment  ?  [Great  laughter.}  I 
emtaot  believe  it,  and  I  thererare  move  iliat  the 
motion  to  adjourn  belaid  upon  the  table.  [Roars 
of  laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER  pr«'lcmpor(.  The  Chair  does 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  entertain  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  what 
is  the  main  question  before  the  House  M  this 
tims— dis  principal  question? 

The  SPEAKER  pre  lesiporr.  The  pending 
question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Deam]  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  understand  that;  but  the  pre- 
vious motion — is  it  not  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricrardion,]  propos- 
ing to  close  the  debate  on  the  Nebmeka  bill? 

The  SPEAKER  are  lempere.     It  is. 

Mr.  BANKS.    Then  1  ask  the  gentleman  from 


Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
that  I  may  move  to  lay  the  resolution  of  the  gen> 
tieman  from  Illinois  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  IlKnois  upon  the  table;  and 
upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  'WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting  on  this  question. 

[Cries  of  •'  No  objection!''] 

Mr.  WHEELER.    Yee,  sir,  I  object. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  Then  1  move  that 
the  gentleman  fVom  Maine  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing; and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas^d 
nays. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Is  it  in  order  to  move 
to  amend  that  motion  so  as  to  excuse  the  gentle- 
man from  voting  for  the  rest  of  the  session? 
[Laugh  terj 

TheSPEAKERprolempere.  The  Chair  thinks 
not. 

Mr.  WHEELBR,  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  upon  that  motion  1  ask  for  tel- 
lers. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  demand  the  yeaa  and 
oays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative-r-yeas  65,  nay's  83. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CASKIE.  I  rise  to  submit  a  rootipn  to 
which  we  might  as  well  come  first  as  last;  and  I 
hops  that  nobody  will  vote  for  it  who  does  not 
mean  to  stick  to  it  to  the  bitter  end.  I  move  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 
"The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  desided 
in  the  negative-T-yeas  $4,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  refuse  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  prp  temoen.  The  question 
now  recurs  on  the  motion  or  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  CAssi^tl  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  t  ask  leave  tj>  be 
excused  from  voting  on  that  motion. 

M  r.  C  ASKi  E.  I  wUl  wUhdiaw  for  a  time  my 
motion  for  a  call  of  the  HduSS. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  (encore.  The  motion  now 
before  the  House  is  to  excuse  thegrntleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Wasiibdsn]  fromvotiog  on  thN;  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [l^r. 
Banks,]  wjbich  is  to  lay  on  the-  table  the  inotuttt 
of  the  gentleman  fVom  Illinois,  ^Mr.  Richard- 
■on.] 

M  r.  STUA  RT,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  renew 
the  motion  fbr  a  call  of  the  House;  apd  on  t^at  t 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  moVe  that  I  may  be  ^• 
cused  from  voiine  on  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  proTempore.  The'Speaker 
decided  that  that  question  cannot  be  entertaioed. 
Prom  that  decision  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  the 
decision  was  affirmed.  The-Cfaair  conforms  to  that 
decision . 

Mr.  GOODRICH,  (at  five  minutes  past  two,  a. 
m.)  1  move  that  the  Honse  dp  fiVw  adjourn;And 
on  that  ihotion  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  roll  wss  callsd;  and  there  were — yeas  58, 
nays  74. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Ths  qn'estfttn 
now  recurs  on  the  moiio'n  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Stuart]  for  a  call  of  the  House;  and 
on  that  question  tne  yeas  and  nays  hate  been 
ordered. 
The  Clerk  commenced  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjoams,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  I 
think  we  have  done  quite  enough  of  work  to-day 
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to  justify  us  in  adjourning  over;  and  on  that 
motion  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  competent 
for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  make  that 
motion  after  the  call  of  the  roll  has  cqmmenced  ! 

The  SPEA^KER  pro  tentptre.  There  has  been 
no  response;  and  the  Chair  iq  of  opinion  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Craige  and 
CAHrBEU.  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Xy^EED.  Is  it  in  order,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.    It  is  not. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  fifty-five  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient 
number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  neeative — yeas  51,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tenaore.  The  question 
now  rtcurs  on  the  motion  of^the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Stuart]  for  a  call  of  the  House;  and 
on  that  motion  the  yeaa  and  nays  have  l>een  or- 
dered. 

PROPOSITION  TO  EXTEND  DEBATE,  AND  TO 
POSTPONE  THE  SPECIAL  ORDER. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  been  now 
in  session  atwut  fifteen  hours,  and  I  think  it  is 
time  for  us  to  adjourn.  I  therefore  want  my  col- 
lea^e  [Mr.  Sage]  to  withdraw  ihe  objection 
which  he  made  this  momine  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  RiCHARDaoN,]  and 
10  ask  that  this  debate  may  be  extended  until  next 
Thursday,  and  that  the  special  order  on  the  Pa- 
cific railroad  bill  be  postponed  until  the  Monday 
following. 

[Objections,  and  cries  of  "  No !"    "  No  \"] 

Mr.WENTWORTH.oflllinioi.  Mr.Speak- 
cr,  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for 
leave  to  introduce  certain  bills,  of  which  previous 
notice  has  been  given. 

[Laughter,  and  objections  from  all  sides  of  the 
Hall.] 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  the 

gentleman  fVom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Stuart,]  for  a  call  of 
le  House, 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  vpting 
on  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempme.  The  Chair  has 
declined  once  before  to  entertain  that  motion,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Speaker  has  decided  it  out  of 
order,  and  the  House  sustained  him  in  that  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  think  there  is 
a  nriistake  in  that. 

Mr.  PECK,  (at  thirty-fire  minutes  past  two, 
a.  m.)    I  move  that  the  House  do»now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SAGE.  And  on  that  motion  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  And  I  ask  tellers  on  or^ 
dering  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs,  Prinole,  and 
Harrk  of  Alabama,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  forty. six  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Clerk  commenced  to  call  the  roll — 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  (interrupting.)  Mr. 
Speaker 

The  SPEAKER  pra  hmpore.  The  gentleman 
from  Illinois  is  not  in  order;  the  roll  is  being 
called,  and  there  has  been  a  response. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  addressed  the  Chair 
before  the  call  jng  commenced. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  (onjjore.    It  is  true,  the 

Sintleman  from  Illinois  addressed  the  Chair  before 
e  call  was  commenced;  but  the  Chair  did  not 
recognize  him  until  after  he  had  heard  a  response. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  No  matter.  1  can  make 
tht.'statement  which  I  intended  after  the  roll  is 
(sailed. 

Mr.  DRUM.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  cer- 
tainly did  address  the  Chair  before  the  calling  of 
the  roll  was  begun. 

Mc  RICHAUDSON.    It  is  of  no  consequence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the.  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  wa*  decided  io  the  negativs— yeas 
65,  nays  78.  .       ,   , 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 


PROPOSITION  FOR  COMPROMISE. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  say,  with 
the  permission  of  Che  House,  that  (he  proposition 
which  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Dean]  to  postpone  the  special  order 
on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  and  to  terminate  this 
debate  some  time  next  week,  meets — as  I  am  ad- 
vised— with  no  opposition  from  the  friends  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
that  statement,  for  the  reason  that 

[Cries  of  "  Order!"  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  COBB,  (in  his  seat.)  Why,it  was  all  fair; 
what  use  in  objecting  now?  You  cannotkeep  the 
statement  off  the  reporter's  notes. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  was  refused,  yesterday, 
the  privilege  of  saying  a  word  when  tnis  matter 
was  up,  and  I  shall  not  ask  that  privilege  again; 
but  I  simply  enter  now  my  protest  against  that 
statement  being  allowed  to  be  made. 

Mr.  COBB,  (in  his  seat.)  Oh,  say  on,  whatever 
you  want.  We  need  some  lively  matter;  some- 
thine  spicy.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Campbell's  remarks  were  objected  to. 

Mr.  HUQHES.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  make  a  statement. 

[Interruptions,  and  cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  HUGHES.  Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  has  made  a  proposition  on  one  side 
of  this  question,  it  seems  right  to  state  the  senti- 
ment of  the  other. 

[Objections, and  cries  of  "Order!"  and  "Let 
him  go  on  I"] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  made  no  proposition. 
I  said  that  I  accepted  the  proposition  which  was 
made  on  the  other  side  by  tne  gentleman  firnm 
New  York,  [Mr.  Deak.] 

Mr.  HUGHES.    I  simply  desire  to  say 

[Continued  objections,  and  cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Well,  I  object  now,  in 
advance,  to  all  that  comes  from  the  other  side. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Stuart.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  That  is  tb*  ques- 
tion which  is  pending. 

Mr.  WHEELER,  (at  ten  minutes  to  three 
o'clock,  a.  m.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lemport.  That  motion  ia 
not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Then  I  move  that  when 
this  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next;  and  on  that  motion  I  akhrthc  yeas  and 
navs. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  demand  teUera  on  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Fenton,  and 
SMiTHof  Tennessee,  wereappointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  thetellers  reported 
forty-seven  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  num- 
ber.> 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  ntgative^— yeas  50,  nays  86. 

So  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  was  not  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  again,  for  just  two  miatrtes, 
ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  make 
a  single  suggestion. 

Mr.  WALSH .  I  object.  Who  wants  to  hour 
the  gentleman? 

Kfr.  KERR.  Withdraw  the  objection.  Hear 
him. 

[Cries  of"  Hear  him  !"  and  "  I  object!"] 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  only  ask  a  single  moment. 
[Criesof"  Order !"»  Order  !"and  "  Hear  him !"] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  (fmpore.  Objection  is  made, 
and  the  gentleman. cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  (Threeo'cloek 
and  twenty  minutes,  a.  m.)  I  move  that  the 
House  do  nov  adjourn. 

[Cries  of  "  Yeas  and  nays  1"] 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  heard  no  objection  to  my 
proposition. 

The  SPEAKER  jtro  temptre.  The  Chair  heard 
an  objection  very  disiinctly. 

A  Voice.     I  withdraw  the  objection.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  ;ira  tempore.  The  Chair  has 
not  heard  the  objection  withdrawn  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Walih,]  who  made 
it  standing  in  his  place.    The  question  ia  upon  the 


motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Wash- 
burn;]  and  upoii  that  motion  the  yeas  and  naya 
are  demanded. 

Mr.  BRI DGES.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  the  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STRAtTON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair  if  it  is  in  order  to  take  a  recess  until  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning? 

Mr.  COBB,  (in  his  seat.)  Oh,  no;  we  di>  not 
want  a  recess^ 

Mr.  STRATTON.  I  think  we  ought  to  take 
a  recess. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  question  is 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Washburn,]  that  Uie  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  PRINGLE.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair, 
if  the  House  should  now  agree  to  adjourn,  to 
what  time  would  the  House  be  adjourned,  it  being 
now  three  o'clock  in  the  morning? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  sup- 
poses it  would  be  adjourned  until  the  next  twelve 
o'clock;  but  the  Chair  will  decide  that  question 
when  the  House  next  meets.  [Laughter.] 
'  Mr.  PHELPS.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the  de- 
mand for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messre.  Davis,  of 
Rhode '  Island,  and  Jomei,  of  Louisiana,  were 
appointed.  , 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  teller* 
reported — ayes  49 

(Cries  "  Give  it  up !"  "  Give  it  up!"] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  do  not  give  it  up.  Count 
the  other  side. 

[Cries  of  "  Order!"  "Order!"] 

Mr.  WHEELER.    Count  the  other  side. 

Mr.  TWEED  here  made  a  remark  inaudible  to 
the  reporter. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  am  not  talking  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Tweed,]  but  to  the 
Chair. 

rCries  of  "  Order!"  "  Order !'! 

TheSPBAKERprotenqwe.  "rhe tellers  report 
forty-nine  in  the  amrmative,  a  sufficient  number, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  are  oriftred. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeaa  57,  nnftli. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  It  is  some  time  since  we 
have  had  a  call  of  the  House,  and  I  now  move 
that  there  be  a  call. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  That  la  the  mo- 
tion now  pending. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  call  for  tetters  upon  the  yens 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  yeas  and 
nays  have  already  been  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  was  decide^ 
in  the  negative — yeaa  55,  nays  74. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  FLORENCE  requested  his  name  to  be  re- 
corded, as  he  was  asleep  when  his  name  was  called-. 

After  the  call, 

Mr.  CULLOM  said:  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  It  is  this:  The  gentleman  over  the  way 
[Mr.  Florence]  notified  the  Speaker  that  whea 
his  name  was  called  he  was  asleep.  I  raise  the 
question  that  the  gentleman,  being  asleep,  has  no 
right  to  have  his  name  recorded. 

Mr  FLORENCE.  I  submit  to  the  Speaker, 
that  I  awoke  before  the  next  name  was  called. 
[Roars  of  laughter^  ] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  (empore.  The  Chair  over- 
rulesthe  question  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  upon  the  question  raised  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee.  [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER  sr«  tempore.  The  gentleman 
is  not  in  order.  The  question  recurs  upon  the 
motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Waihbdrn]  from  voting  upon  the  motion  cf  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  lay  spon  ths 
table  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  llHnoia; 
and  upon  that  question  the  yeaa  and  nays  have 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday 
next;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  Days. 

[Cries  of  " Tellers!"  "Tellers  1*^ 

Tellers  vssre  orderted;  and  Messrs,  Kittmiigs 
and  Cburchwbll  appointed. 
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The  House  waa  then  iiividcd;and  the  teller*  re- 
ported thirty-nine  in  the  aifirmative,  (a  lufficient 
number.) 

So  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  quealion  wa«  tnen  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  adjourn  over;  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeaa  65,  nays  79. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  to  Satur- 
day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  from  voting  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
imB  from  Masaacnusetta  [Mr.  Banks]  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  nir.  RicaARDaoir.J 

Mr.  BENSON,  (at  half  past  four.  a.  m.)  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  ujran 
that  motion  I  demand  the  veas  and  nays. 

Mr.  KEIRR.  I  demand  tellers  upon  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Whiclek 
and  Qbeenwuod  appointed. 

The  House  waa  then  divided  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  forty-nine 
in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  taken  upon  Mr.  Benson's 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeaa  £t, 
nays  72. 

So  the  House  refused. to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  a  call  of  the  Hoase; 
and  upon  that  motion  1  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  demand  tsUera  upon  ordering 
the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  WauLBa 
«nd  Henn  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  tellera  reported 
forty-aeven  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  num- 
ber.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAQB,  (at  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock,  a. 
m.)    1  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upou  that  mouon  I  da- 
mand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
notice  gentlemen  sitting  in  the  Hall,  and  passing 
between  the  tellers  with  their. hats  on.  I  call  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  39th  rule,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Wbile  the  Bpesker  is  potting  say  qaeitioB,  or  sddrass- 
ing  (lie  HoufS,  aooe  •iiall  wailt  outer  or  aerau  Uie  Houn ; 
nor  in  raeh  case,  or  wlien  a  aiember  ii  ipealiing,  ■hall  en- 
teftain  private  ditcnarte,  nnr,  wlille  a  ninnt»eriB  upeatciiw, 
ibati  pafs  betweea  Iria  imi  the  Cliair.  Evrry  peraeaalHUi 
.remain  uncovered  duriaf  Ums  seMion  of  Uie  Bouae.  No 
oieoiber  or  olher  pemon  aliali  viMt  or  remain  by  the  Clerk's 
taUe  while  the  jreaa  snd  aaya  are  cailiiig,  or  bsiioia  ate 
coanUDf.' ' 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  enforcement  of  the  39ih  rule.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  am  decidedly  In 
fikvor  of  the  enforcement  of  that  rule. 

The  SPEAKER,  (t  is  not  a  question  upon 
which  any  motion  can  be  made,  or  any  vote  ta- 
ken .  1 1  is  not  in  order  for  gentlemen  to  eeme  into 
the  Hall  with  their  heads  covered  while  the  House 
is  in  seAion.  The  rule  expressly  forbids  it.  The 
Chair  trusts  gentlemen  will  observe  the  rule.  The 
question  is  Upon  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House,  upon  which  the  yeaa  and  naya 
have  been  demanded. 

Mr.  OROW.  I  demand  tellers  upon  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wkbblbr 
and  PaESTON  appointed. 

The  Honae  was  divided;  and  the  tellera  report- 
ed forty-five  in  the  affirmative. 

While  the  House  was  dividing, 

Mr.  CUMHING  said:  I  rise  to  a  queation  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  can  be  no  queation  of 
vrder  while  the  House  is  dividing. 

Mr.  CUMMINO.  It  is  with  reference  to  the 
division  that  I  rise,  I  want  to  know  how  long  a 
time  ia  to  be  allowed  for  gentlemen  to  pass  be- 
tween the  tellers?    [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order.  - 

Mr.  WHEELER.  There  is  evidently  no  quo- 
rum present.  I  move  that  there  be  a  ceil  of  the 
Hooae. 

Mr.  SACHS.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  bb4  B»ya. 


The  SPEAKER.  Themotion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  is  notin  order,  for  more  than  one 
reason.  In  the  first  place,  a  motion  to  adjourn  ie 
;  pending,  which  would  cut  off  the  gentleman's  mo- 
tion; and  in  the  aecond  place,  a  motion  for  a  call  of 
the  House  is  already  pending. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  nse  to  aquestion  of  privilege. 
I  move  that  a  copy  of  the  rules  be  preeented  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  order  to  save 
him  the  trouble  of  making  all  these  motions  out  of 
order.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  The  gentleman  from  Mia- 
sonri  need  not  troublehimself  about  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
ia  oompetent  tt)  take  care  pf  hiroael/  now,  and  at 
all  timea. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
As  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  in- 
volves an  ej^penditure  of  money,  I  submit  that  it 
must  be  first  considered  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  out  of  or- 
der. 

The  queetion  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ; and  decided  in  the  negative — yeaa  58,  nays 
72. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  McCULLOCH.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  the  first  day 
of  December  next. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  oq  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thatmolionisnotinorder, 
it  having  been  Just  decided  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  The  motion  just  taken  waa 
to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  i«  very  well  aware 
of  that  ftict;  but  it  is  not  in  order  to  make  the  mo- 
tion over  and  over  a^gain,  with  the  aimple  motiw 
to  adjourn  intervening. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move,  then, thatthere  be 
a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  ia  already  pend- 
ing, and  tiM  yaa*  and  nays  have  been  ordered  upon 
it. 

The  question  was  theit  taken  on  the  motion  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  99,  naya  31, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  ordered  that  there  should 
be  a  coll  of  the  House;  demand  the  yeas  fjid  nays, 
and  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  demand  tellers. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decide*  th»  mo- 
tion to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Is  a  motion  to  i^journ  in 
order? 

The  SPEAKER.  Beinr  of  that  character  of 
motions,  it  may  be  repeated;  it  is  evidently  out  of 
order  in  the  spirit  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  will  make  a  sosgestion.  After  the 
House  has  ordered  a  coll  of  the  House,  is  it  in 
order  to  move  that  the  House  adjourn? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  no  auch 
decision,  and  will  make  none  such. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  did  not  make  the  motion 
to  adjourn.  1  only  asked  the  Chair  whether  it 
was  in  order. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  on*  hundred  and 
thirty  members  anawered  to  their  names. 

The  list  of  absentees  was  then  called. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  officers  of  the  Houss 
will  now  dose  the  doors. 

The  doors  were  closed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  all  further 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

[Cries  of"  No!"] 

Mr. CAMPBELL.  Yes!  Yes!  genUeman;and, 
further,  I  demand  the  yeas  and  naya  on  thai  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  And  I  demand  Ullqra  on 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Lilly  and 
Bdoo  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  w.ere  ordered,  the  tellers  hsving  reported — 
ayes  forty-three,  more  than  onefirUiof  aquonim. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  wise  decided 
in  the  neeative--yeas  39,  nays  75. 

Mr.  RlTCHEY,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  we 
take  a  recess  until  twelve  o'clock  this  morning. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  McCULLOCH.  There  i*  so  quorum 
prcaeat..  ,     .         t 


The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  is  aware  of  that 
fact;  but  fifteen  members  can  order  a  call  of  ilis  ' 
House. 

The  list  of  absentees  will  now  be  called  for  ex- 
cuses. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  list  of  absentees, 
with  the  view  to  excuses. 

William  Aikeh. 

Mr.  KEUR.  I  simply  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
make  an  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  information. 
I  submit  whether  the  proper  course  is  not,  when 
the  name  of  an  absentee  is  called,  and  ho  excuse  is 
rendered«to  send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  bring 
him  in? 

The  SPEAKER.  During  my  service  here  it 
has  been  the  usual  practice  to  call  through  the  en- 
tire list  and  hear  excuses.  Then  the  Sargeaut-at- 
Arms,was  by  a  general  order  compelled  lo  bring 
the  absent  members  into  the  House.  If  it  be  tite 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  make  a  special  order,  the 
Chair  sees  no  reason  why  it  may  not  do  it. 

[Cries  of  "No  special  oraer!"  "General 
order!"! 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  object  to  a  general  order; 
I  want  special  orders. 

Mr.  kERR.  Is  it  necessary  that  a. motion 
should  be  made  for  special  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ia  neceasary  to  have  an 
order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
bring  Mr.  Aiken  here.. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  hope  that  there  will  be  no 
speciar  order.  It  would  be  an  endles*  work  to  get 
ausent  members  present,  if  a  special  order  was 
made  for  each.  I  trust  that  the  course  suggested 
by  the  Chair  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STRAUB.    I  rise  to  a  questiorvof  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  is  upon  the  floor  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  PDRYEAR.  I  move  a  general  order.  I 
move  that  the  list  of  absentees  be  called  through 
for  excuses,'  snd  that,  when  through,  those  for 
whom  no  excuse  haa  been  offered  be  sent  for 
under  a  general  order  to  theSergeant-at-Anns. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  There  ia  no  objection 
to  that. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  would  most 
respectfully  put  an  inquiry  to  tlie  Chair. 

Th*  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  is  upon  the  floor  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  Chair  has  stateti,  in  reference  to  the  power 
of  the  House  tesenU  for  individual  members,  that 
it  ia  very  clear,  while  the  practice  has  been  other- 
wise. The  uniform  practice  heretofore  lias  been 
to  hear  excuses,  and  tlien  make  a  general  order 
in  reference  to  thnse  absentees  for  whom  no  ex- 
cuse  was  offered.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pi  rveir]  moves  that  there  be  a 
general  order  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absen- 
tees without  hearing  excuses  at  all. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  No,  sir;  the  Chair  misun- 
derstands me.  I  intended  to  suggest  that  tho^ 
for  whom  no  excuse  has  been  offered  be  sent  for 
by  general  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  old  practice. 
The  Chair  misunderstood  the  gentleman.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Kcaa] 
movea  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  Mr.  AaHE.  The  usual  order  is,  that 
Ihe  Sergeant-at-Arms  take  him  into  custody,  and 
bring  him  to  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  CASKIE.  1  have  a  suggestion  to  mak* 
to  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  and  that  is 
that  be  withdraw  his  proposition  for  the  present. 
Let  us  wait  until  we  can  see  whether  those  with 
whom  we  have  been  contending  during  the  night 
intend  calUng  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  every  propo- 
sition to  excuse  men  whom  everybody  i*  willing 
to  excuse.    Then 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  reluctant  U>  call  my 
friend  from  Vimnia  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  debate  is  irregutar.and 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  KERR.  My  habit  is  to  act  in  concert 
with  those  who  are  engaged  in  th*  aame  cause 
with  myself.  I  withdraw  the  motion  which.  I 
submitted,  at  th*  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

William  ArrLBTON. 

Mr.  DRUM.  On  »  call  of  th*  Hoiwe,  yesUr- 
day,  Mr.  Applbton  was  stated  to  be  absent  from 
hi*  Mat  in  lb*  Uoo**,  on  aceoont  of  ■•rcra  sick- 
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nen  in  hia  family.  I  therefor*  moTe  that  he  he 
txcttsed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  demand  teUers  on  that 
motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York.  I  demand  teHera 
on  ordering  the  yeas  and  naya. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  aubmit  that  the  Houae  haa  already 
determined  the  mailer.  By  a  vote  already  taken, 
Mr.  Appletok  has  been  excused  for  hia  ebaence. 

Mr.  CULLOM.    That  was  at  another  time. 

Mr.  ORR.  He  was  excused  at  this  aittin^.  He 
waa  excuaed  yeaterday,  and  we  have  been  in  ses- 
sion since.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Houae  may  be  hi  a  very 
different  humor  at  this  moment.  [Laughter.] 
While  it  was  willing;  to  excuse  him  yesteraay,  it 
may  not  to-day.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Tellers  on  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered;  and 
Measra.  Johbs,  of  Louisiana,  and  Wheeler  were 
appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported' 
—ayes  forty-three,  more  than  one  idh  of  a  quo- 
rum. 

So  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Drum'i 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  aiRrmaliTe— 
yeaa  107,  nays  none. 

So  Mr.  AppLETON  waa  excused. 

Mr.  CASKIE.  I  now  withdraw  the  request 
which  I  made  of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina; 
and  I  hope  he  will-make  his  motion. 

WiLUAM  S,  AiBE.    No  excuse  offered. 

Mr.  KERK.  t  move  that  the  Sergeant-at- Arms 
be  inttrucced  to  take  Messrs.  Aieeh  and  Aihe 
into  custody, and  bring  them  before  the  House,  to 
show  cause  of  absence. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  more  that  Mr.  Aire  be 
excused ;  and  on  that  motion  Ijuk  'for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opbiion  of  the  Chair, 
the  motion  of  the  gentlifman  from  North  Carolioa 
takes  precedence  of  that. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  call  for  the  yeaa  aikd  nays  on 
that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordettd. 

The  question  was  then  put;  aAd.it  was  decided 
in  At  affirmative— yeas  66,  nays  51. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WiLLiAU  S.  Barrt.    No  excuse  offered, 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  move  that  the  Seiig^eant- 
at-Arms  be  directed  to  take  Mr.  Barrt  into  cus- 
tody, and  bring  him  before  the  House.' 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  for  the 
yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  I  derrireto  make^a  state- 
inent  respecting  my  colleague. 

Several  Memberi.  "Oh,  no!"  and  "Never 
mind  it!" 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the  yeaa 
and  naya. 

Tetlera  were  ordered ;  and  Measra.  Orebkwood, 
and  Wabbbitrn  of  Maine,  were  appointed. 

The'  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand  for 
the  yeaa  and  naya;  and  the  tellers  reported  forty 
in  the  afflrmative. 

So  the  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered. 
'  Theqaeation  waatnen  put  on  Mr.  Emguir's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  66,  nays  51. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.    Mr.  Speaker, in  or- 
der to  avoid  the  consumption  of  time  by  having 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  qtiestion  of  sending 
'for  each  gentleman  whose  name  is  called,  I  move, 
in  accordance  with  what  I  believe  to  be  the  rule 
<if  the  House,  and  the  precedent  which  I  find  on 
'  the  Journal,  that  the  absent  members  be  sent  fbr, 
ind  taken  into  custody,  wherever  found,  by  spie- 
'  eiaf  messengers  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
■«ccordnig  to  the  e3d  rule  of  this  House. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  1  call  li»r  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

Mr.  DRUM.    I  do  not  believe  this  whole  cere- 
'  'mony  will  amount  to  anything.    I  therefore  move 
that  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call  be  dispensed 
'triih. 

.  Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  ask  het»  to  make  an 
explaiiation  in  refsrenee  to  my  colleaen^e,  [Mr. 
RooEftt,]  who  was  obliged  to  leave  the  Ho.use  last 
ni^ht,  after  midnight,  in  consequence  of  Indispo- 
sition.        , 

TK«  'SPEAKER.  TMere  is  no  question  with 
Whrente  ttf  the  gentlemad'*a  <!d1IUi»tie. 

•1«'.'FBRYfi All.    I  WA  M»«re  that  1 1«»  liot 


strictly  in  order,  but  ( desire  the  fact  to  be  known, 
that  I  am  ready  to  make  an  excuse  for  my  col- 
league whenever  1  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  do 
so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Drum,]  to  dispense  with  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeaa,  and  naya 
on  that  motion. 

Mr.  TWEED.  I  call  for  tellers  oil  ths  yeas 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mesaia.  Sapp  And 
Tweed  were  appointed. 

The  House  Was  then  divided  on  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  fdrty  in 
the  afKrmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GROW.  1  move  that  the  Houae  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  ask  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  SAPP.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the  yeaa  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Measra.  Sapp  and 
Tweed  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  (he  demand  for 
the  yeaa  and  nays;  and  the  tellera  reporud  thirty- 
two  y>  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  Was  taught  in  my  youth  never 
to  be  weary  in  «)relL-doing.  I  am  going  to  make 
(uioiher  proposition  of  peace. 

(Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  COBB.  I  should  like  to  know  who  has 
called  me  to  order.  1  want  the  man  to  rise,  and 
then  we  can  fix  it  on  somebody.    Who  was  it? 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  was  the  man. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  also  call  thegentle- 
man  from  Alabama  to  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  Now  I  know  who  it  was.  That 
waaall  1  wanted  to  know.  I  know  which  side  the 
objection  comes  from;  it  comes  firom  ourteltts. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Order !"] 

The  (Speaker.  The  gentletMan  from  -Ala- 
l>ama  is  out  of  order. 

The  question  wiia  then  lik'tn  'apon  Mr.  Qkow's 
motion;  and  there  were — yeaa  57,  naya  77. 

So  the  House  Refused  to  adjoQm. 

Mr.  SAPP.  I  move  that  when  thia  Houae  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  and 
upon  tlwt  motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  We  are  now  acting  under 
'«a  order  vf  the  Houde.'wliich' take*  precedence  of 
any  other  motion  except  a  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  Chiir  thinks  (he  apiritof  the  rules  win  be 
carried  out  by  confining  gentlemen  to  ths  order 
under  Which  we  are  aetmg. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  ask  permission  of  the 
House  to  make  a  suggestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carotma  will  be  per- 
mitted to  make  the  suggeatien  which  he  desires  to 
dffer. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  cannot  see  tjhat  any  tood 
is  to  result  fW>m  this  course  of  proceeding.  Some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  absent  -attended  faith- 
fully here  until  after  midnight,  but  were  then 
obl^ed  to  leave  the  Hallfrnm  indisposition,  being 
physically  unable  to  remain  here  any  longer.  The 
course  of  proceeding  we  are  now  taking  feoes 
home  to  their  constKaenls.and  stamps  upon  them 
the  charge  of  neglecting  their  duties.  In  justice 
to  the  absent  members  who  have  attended  to  their 
duties  faithfully  from  the  begrnning  of  the  session 
until  the  present  moment,  I  believe  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  stop  these  proceeding,  open  the  doors,  and 
proceed  With  the  regular  business.  I  move  that 
all  further  proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed 
with. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  motion  now  pend- 
ing, upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  bare  been 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  44,  nays  77. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  understand  the  motion  now  pending 
is  to  have  an  order  issued  for  the  arrest  of  the 
absentees.  1  make  this  point  of  order:  The  rule 
clearly  contemplates  that  there  shall  be  an  op- 
portunity given  to  offer  excuses  for  absentees. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Brecxin- 
KtDClB]  rtAnt  to  a  precedent  for  liis  motion.  The 
Speaker  well  remarked,  during  the  evsttiag,  a 


mere  precedent  has  not  much  force  in  it,  espe- 
cially when  it  comes  in  conflict  with  the  positive 
frovision  of  a  rule.    To  sustain  the  point  which 
make,  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  63d  rule  of 
the  Hoiiise. 
The  63d  rule  Was  then  read,  aa  followai 

■■  Upon  the  call  or  the  Home,  Uie  name<  or  the  memlMfa 

shall  be  culled  over  hy  the  Clerk,  nnd  ttie  absentees  noted; 
aAer  which  the  nanieii  of  the  ab»eniee«  ahall  again  b«  caHeA 
over  I  the  doorv  ahall  then  be  shut,  and  thOM  fbr  whom  oo 
excuse,  or  Insufficiunt  excU8ev,are  made,  luay,  hy  order  of 
those  present,  it'  fifteen  in  numlKir,  bs  taken  into  cusiodir 
aa  they  appear,  or  nray  be  sent  for  and  taken  into  cootody. 
wheraver  to  be  tbiud,  by  special  mesaeagen  to  b«  appuiataa 
for  that  purpose.  '* 

The  SPEAKER.  Doea  the  gentleman  fhtni 
Ohio  take  an  appeal  lirom  the  decision  of  tha 
Chair? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do,  if  the  Chair  decidM 
that  the  motion  of  thegentiemAn  from  Kentiicky 
[Mr.  Brbckinripoe]  is  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Cdair  dteMes  that  that 
motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  take  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  because  no  opportunity  Imis 
yet  been  given  to  offer  excuses.  So  that  the  House 
might  determine,  in  the  language  of  the  rule, 
whether  they  v^ere  sufficient  or  insufficient. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  It  this  question  «f 
order  debatable  ? 

The  SPEA  KER.    It  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  time  to  make  excuses  is 
citerly  upon  calling  Che  ibsetttees  before  the  doors 
are  opened. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  'Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Batlt]  is  mistaken.  The  propositioh 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  is  in 
order,  for  the  reason  that  no  excuaea  have  beati 
offered  even. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  names  of  (he  i^ent- 
ees  have  not  been  culled,  and  the  custom  always 
has  been  to  call  o^er  the  names,  and  hear  and  de- 
cide upon  the  sufficiency  of  excuses. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  Stated  thkt  to  V» 
the  custom,  but  the  House  could  pursue  its  own 
course  to  compel  the  attendance  of  iu  members. 
It  is  a  constitutional  right.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Breckimrtooe]  submitted  a  reso- 
lution that  the  absentees  be  sent  for.  The  Chair 
entertained  that  motion,  considering  it  to  be  in 
order,  and  ha  has  now  no  doubt  that  it  is  ia  order. 
FnMn  that  deeiaion  the  gaatleinan  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  takes  an  appeal. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  point  of  order  I 
make  is  this,  that  an  appeal  frdtaa  the  decision  of 
(be  Chair  ought  to  have  been  taken  When  the 
Chair  entertained  the  motidn.  It  is  too  late  to 
make  it  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  peiat  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Mr.  C  A  MPBELL.  I  have  my  reasons  for  being 
compelled  tn  lakean  appealf^om  the  decision  ef  the 
Chair,  which  I  will  elate,  if  the  Chair  wiH  alloiw 
■M.  I  think  it  a  ease  of  exceeding  hardship -that 
an  excuse  cannot  be  offered  for  an  absent  tnembar 
before  sending  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  arrest  him. 
Now,  in  the  ease  of  my  colleague,  [Mr,  Corwih,] 
He  was  telegraphed  the  other  day  that* member 
of  hia  family  was  very  sick,  and  he  has  gone 
home  to  Ohio.  Another  member  was  called  home 
in  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  child.  Other 
members  are  iipon  sick  beds 

The.  SPEAK,ER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  is  not  in  order  in  making  ai^ 
remarks. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  ask  the  Chair  for 
information,  whether  I  may  tie  permitted  now, 
before  the  vote  is  taken,  to  offer  excuses  for  s<ate 
absentees? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Cbair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  has  that  right.  That  is  a  very  differ- 
ent piopoeitian. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Has  the  roll  ef  absanteaa 
been  calked  fbr  excuses? 

Mir.  PURYBAR.  WiH  the  Houes  permk  ia« 
to  make  a'simfile  suKestion? 

Ths  SPEAKER.  If  no  objection  is  wade,  tk* 
eentleman  from  North  CaroliiM  wQi  be'at  liberty 
to  make  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  By  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  simrdy  wish  to  make  this  soggeation-r- 
that  the  roll  shall  be  called,  and  tb»t  gentleman 
who  hmeixixnM  totjirerfhr  their  fiMiid»  shall 
riaa and  maka  them,  and  then,  that«s  A*ii'«Mld 
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fcr  tlw  remainder  of  the  abeenteea  tat  mhoa*  at 
excuses  heve  been  offered. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  mode  can  be  adopt«4 
Vy  the  Houae;  aodi  by  unanimous  conaenti  the 
roll  cAn  be  called. 

Mr.  CRA IG  B.  Would  it  b«  nectqwry  to  have 
•  eeparaie  vote  in  each  case? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  trill  depend  upon  the 
will  of  forty  members.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDQE.  1  object  to  calling 
Die  roll. 

Mr.  PITRYE AR.  I  askpermissiop  of Ihe  Hous* 
to  say  one  word  mora. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object. 

Mr.CHAMBBRLAlK.  Iriseforthepurpofle 
«f  making  a  mouou  in  conformity  with  .what  I 
understand  to  be  the  ruling  of  the  Chair;  that  the 
roll  be  called  for'the  purpose  of  anabJiog  members 
f  rtisenl  to  offer  excuses  for  those  who  may  be 
absent. 

Upon  that  motion  the  y.ea«  and  nays  vers 
ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  moUon  woJi|d  be  in 
order,  having  immediate  connection  with  ths  mo- 
tion now  pending.  ^ 

Several  Voicci.    What  is  the  propoMiion? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is,  that  the 
bames  of  the  Bbaentees  be  called,  so  that  excused 
nay  be  offered  for  each  gentleman  as  his  game  is 
called.  The  Chair  stated, in  reply  to  the  sugffs- 
iion  from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PoRTiAR,]  if  no  abjection  was  made,  that 
the  course  proposed  by  him  would  be  pursuedi 
but  objection  was  made  by  the  gei>tlen\An  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Brbckinridoe.]  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  CiuuBuiLAiti}  then  submitted 
a  motion  that  that  course  be  pursued. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGJB.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  Chair  what  becomes  of  my  resolution  by  this 
process?  If  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  CBaucBSXAiif]  is  in  orderj  then  my 
motion  goes  by  the  board. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  will  be  superseded  by  the 
poposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  as 
naving  immediate  coonectiou  with  theOiotioo  now 
before  the  Houae;  it  vill  l^ke  preced«iwe  of  wy 
other  motion. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDaB.  1  rise  to  i^  question 
of  order.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Cluur 
to  the  effect,  that  the  object  in  o&iin^  a  resolution 
to  send  for  the  absentees  in  a  body,^  to  avoid  tlu 
delay  consequent  on  making  a  point  upon  «Acn 
individual  member. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order,  tbti 
Chair  has  decided  that  the  proposition  mads  bv 
the  gentleman  from  Indians  [t&x.  CBAMBsaLijaij 
in  in  order. 

Mr.  P0RTEAJR.  I  desire  to  make  this  sue- 
gestion:  Thst  all  the  absentees  shall  be  excused, 
and  that  the  doors  shall  be  opened.  My  object  i« 
t0  bring  this  matter  to  a  close. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  \uivt  just  refuse^ 
to  dispense  with  all  farther  proceedings  under  the 
call. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wars  th^  otifiTti  upon  Mr- 
CfULMScaLAiN's  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  queation  of  piiv> 
ilcge,  p  the  Chair  understands,  which  must  be 
first  disposed  of  before  the  question  is  taken  upon 
the  mouon  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  The 
Chair  understands  that  there  are  seveial  gentlc- 
Bien  in  the  custody  of  ths  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
that  that  officer  is  now  ready  to  make  his  rsport. 

rCriesof  "  Bring  them  in!"  "  Bring  them  ml"] 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  then  reported  that,  ac- 
oprding  to  the  order  of  the  ^onse,  he  had  in  cus- 
tody Mr.  W1U.UM  8.  AtaiCi'and  that  he  was  now 
present. 

The  SPEAKER.  Mr.  Aibe:  It  seems  that 
yoii  have  absented  yourself  from  the  House  with- 
out its  leave  and  contrary  to  its  order.  You  are 
now  at  liberty  to  make  such  explanation  or  ex- 
cuse for  such  absence  as  you  may  think  proper.' 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  have  no  excuse  to  offer  except 
that  I  was  very  much  exhausted,  and  that  I  had 
jMiired  off  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  De  Witt.]  I  was  obliged  to  go  home 
on  account  of  indisposition  in  my  family. 

Mr.  BRECKlNRl£)aE.  I  move  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Atss]  be 
Reused. 

Mr.  WHEKLER.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 


Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  think  that  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  should  be  excused.  I 
am  opposed  to  excusing  any  member  withoutasuf- 
ficiept  cause.  Now,  if  the  gentlem<u>  from  North 
Carolina  had  sufficient  cause  for  an  excuse— 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia is  not  in  order. 

The  y<a«  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  Mr. 
Wheeler's  motion. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Is  it  in  order  to  say  a  word  in 
reference  to  this  matter? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hardly  thinks  that 
it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything 
out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to  think 
that,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  it.is 
hardly  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  make  any  re- 
marks, although  he  does  not  know  of  any  express 
rule  which  would  restrain  him  from  doing  so. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  only  desire  to  say  this:  that 
the  excuss  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  is  a  most  rational  and  reasonable  one, 
and  I  am  ready  to  vote  to  excuse  him,  unless  there 
is  to  be  made  acre  a  q«e«tion  of  physical  endur- 
ance, and  then  it  would  not  be  fair  to  impose  upon 
ope  what  yon  would  not  impose  upon  another. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  withdraw  my  application  for 
excuse.  1  do  sot  wish  anything  from  tlie  charity 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vireinia.  I  metsly  wish  to 
say  that  no  man  in  this  House  has  more  kind  feel- 
ings towards  the  gentleman  from  North  CaroUu 
[Mr.  Asre]  than  I  bar*;  but  he  hu  offered  no 
satisfactory  excuse,  and  if  it  is  to  be  taken,  we 
had  better  dispense  with  this  caU  at  once. 

Mr.  ASHfi.    I  do  not  deaiic  to  be  excused. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  made  iJm  motion 
to  excuse  him,  and  1  do  not  withdraw  it. 

The  queation  was  then  taken)  And  there  wens— 
yeas  95,  nays  34. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  excuse  Mr.  Abbb. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  question  now  re«in  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
ChahbbrlaIk,]  that  the  tM  be  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hearing  the  excuses  of  the  remaining  eb- 
sehtees;  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ttemanded  aMd  ordered. 

A  Member.  1  would  ask  if  there  was  any 
objection  to  the  course  indicated  by  the  gentleman 
firom  Indiana?  Was  not  universal  consent  given 
to  the  mode  of  procedure  upon  which  the  yeas 
and  Mays  have  been  called  ?       ' 

TheS^AKBR.  The  gendeman  had  a  right 
to  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  did  notunderstand 
the  facts  to  be  as  they  are  now  represented.  Be- 
fore I  rose  to  make  the  motion  I  did,  I  understood 
that  there  were  decided  objections  to  a  suggestion 
of  the  same  character  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pdrtear.]  upon  that 
very  ground  it  was  I  made  the  motion  to  obtain  a 
vote  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  rise  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  explanation.  SinCe  tb*  rabUoA  wim 
made,  and  a  vote  ordered  upon  that  motion,  it  baa 
come  to  my  ears  that  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding  suggested  by  me.  I  would 
withdraw  my  motion,  out  1  suppose  it  has  gon<| 
beyond  my  control. 

Ilie  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent,  the 
demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays  can  be  withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  nwative — yeaa  43,  nays  53. 

So  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  roll  to  allow  ab- 
sent members  to  be  excused  was  not  agreed  to. 

Pendiiig  the  announcement  of  the  result, 

Mr.  ZOLLICOPFER  asked  to  bepermittcd  to 
vote. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Imnorc.  Wa#  the  gentle- 
man from  Tenneseee  within  the  bar  when  his 
name  was  called,  or  before  the  next  name  on  the 
roll  wasealled? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOPFER.  I  was  not  in  when 
iny  name  was  called;  but  my  name  is  the  last  on 
the  list,  and  so  there  was  none  other  called.  I 
submit,  therefore,  that  1  have  a  right  to  vote. 


The  SPEAKER  pro  ieimiare.  Then,  if  no  other 
gentleman  addressed  the  Chair  before  the  gen^e- 
man  from  Tennessee  came  within  the  bar,  he  Will 
^  entitle  tp  rote. 


Mr.  ZOLLICOPFER.  No  other  gentleann 
had  addressed  the  Chair  before  I  came  in. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttmpore.  Then  the  Chair 
thinks  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  gentle- 
man has  a  right  to  vote.  • 

The  vote  was  accordingly  registered. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  names  of  the 
absentees  for  excuses. 

David  Ritchie,  Rdfcs  W.  Peckhau. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York.  I  rise  to  what  I 
think  I  may  term  a  privileged  quealion.  I  ask  to 
-make  an  excuse  for  two  members  who  are  absent 
from  this  House  by  my  advice  as  a  physician.  I 
mean-  the  Hon.  David  Ritchie,  and  tlie  Hon. 
Mr.  Peckham.  Mr.  Ritchie  is  naturally  feeble; 
and  he  was  sick  yesterday,  luid,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  uoable  to  sit  in  die  House  all  day,  to 
say  noth  ing  of  the  night.  Mr.  Peckham  has  been 
under  the  care  of  Doctor  Hall,  of  this  city,  for 
the  last  four  or  five  days  He  came  here  yester- 
^y;  and  he  would  have  remained,  but  that  I 
advised  him  to  go  home.    . 

The  question  was  taken;  and  Messrs.  Ritcbw 
and  Peckham  were  excused. 

William  S.  Ashe. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker.  I 
have  also  a  question  with  respect  to  a  ease  which 
has  been  partly  disposed  of  previously,  but  on 
which  I  now  desire  to  make  a  motion,  as  I  think 
we  had  better  finish  up  as  we  go  along.  I  refer 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Ashe.  Under  the  rule  be  is 
supposed  to  be  still;  in  custody;  or,  at  least,  the 
provisions  of  the  rule  have  not  been,  as  yet,  fully 
complied  with.  I  refer  to  ths  64th  rule  of  ths 
House,  which  provides  that  when  a  meinber>haU 
be  discharged  from  custody,  a^  admitted  to  his 
seat,  the  House  shall  determine  whether  such  dis- 
charge shall  be  with  or  without  the  payment  of 
fees.  This  has  not  been  passed  upon  by  the  Hoiwt 
in  the  case  in  question.  I  therefore  ask  that  Mr, 
Ashe  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  fees;  and  on 
that  motion  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  fempore.  The  universal 
prsctice  of  the  House  is  to  take  the  question  on 
the  discharge  of  a  member  who  had  been  absent] 
and  unless  the  point  on  the  payment  pf  feel  ifl 
raised ,  and  there  is  a  motion  tq  divide  the  queation, 
the  discharge  is  considered  to  be  aropje  and  with- 
out the  payment  of  fees.  Now,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  AsREitheHouse  has  already  ordered  bis  dis- 
charge, wiihout  reqiUiriiw  him  to  pay  feee,  and 
pierefore  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  rule 
is  peremptory  ani^  positive.  The  House  ihall  da« 
terniine  whether  the  discharge  is  with  or  witiw 
out  the  payment  of  fees. 

The SSPBAKER pro fempore.  WhentheHous* 
excused  Mr.  Ashe,  it  excused  him  in  Mo  without 
requiring  the  payment  of  feee. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  I  am  not  very  par- 
ticular, provided  Mr.  Ashe  is  not  required  to  pay 
anything. 

The  I^EAKKR.  The  question  then  recurs  on 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Brcckinridoe.] 

Geobgb  Bli»,  Wilion  Sbaknon,  JoiEra  R. 
Chandler. 

Mr.  SAPP.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  for  permis- 
sion to  offqr  excuses  for  three  gentlemen  who  are 
absent. 

Assent  was  expressed  by  the  House. 

Mr;  SAPP.  Mr.  Blis«,  of  Ohio,  my  colleague, 
has  paired,  off  with  Mr.  Ewmo,  of  Kentucky,  and 
has  ^ne  home  by  the  advice  of  his  physician. 
He  IS  in  very  poor  health,  and  it  was  nighly  ad- 
visable for  him  to  return  home. 

Mr.  Shannon,  who  is  also  one  of  my  eoK 
leagues,  has  been  called  home  on  professional 
business.  At  the  court,  which  is  now  in  session, 
he  is  engaged  in  sonke  very  important  causes;  but 
he  is  expected  back  every  day.  It  was  absohilely 
necessary  for  him,  uod^r  the  eirtdOHlanoes,  to 
leave  his  seat  for  a  shorttime. 

Mr.  Cbandler,  of  Pennsylvania,  left  here  leal 
neht  in  very  poor  health.  He  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Clinoman. 

I  aek  that  these  three  members  be  excused  by 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  yro  Umpor*-  Any  membes 
may  ask  for  a  division  of  the  House  on  these 
seversl  excuses,  if  hs  thinks  proper.  By  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  |Io\Tse,  the  question  will  Im 
taken  on  axcufi^g  all  of  thtm  at  of^c*. 
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Mr.  RIDDLE.  1  desire  to  ofTer  an  excuse  for 
Mr.  Prahklin,  of  Maryland. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lempare.  The  question  is 
first  to  be  decided  on  the  excuses  offered  by  the 
eentlemaA  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Safp.] 

Mr.  WHEELER.  And  on  that  motion  to 
excuse  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  all  that 
has -recently  occurred  at  that  side  of  the  House 
has  been  entirely  inaudible  in  this  part  of  the  Hall. 
Members  therefore  do  not  know  what  they  are. 
colled  upon  to  vote  for. 

The  8PEAKBR  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sapp]  rises  to  make  excuses  for 
three  members  of  the  Hoose  who  are  absent. 
Two  of  them  are  his  colleagues,  [Messrs.  Shannon 
and  Bliss,]  and  the  third  is  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  CbandleR.]  The  question 
is  on  excusing  these  gentlemen  for  the  reasons 
offtred  by  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio.    ■  /^ 

Mr.  PuRYEAR.  I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  by 
the  permission  of  the  House,  that  all  gentlemen 
On  this  floor  who  have  excuses  to  make  for  ab- 
sentees, shall  be  permitted  to  make  them;  and 
that  the  whole  be  included  in  one  motion. 

fObjections,  and  cries  of"  No!"  "No!"] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  temport.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CASKIE.  I  move  to  divide  the  question 
M  the  motion  to  excuse,  made  by  the  gentleman 
firom  Ohio;  and,  at  the  same  time,  1  move  that  the 
question  be  first  taken  as  to  excusing  the  member 
who  was  first  named  by  that  gentleman.  I  sup- 
pose there  is  no  necessity  for  unanimous  consent 
about  that. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Th^  Chair  is  of 
opinion  that  any  member  of  the  House  has  a  right 
to  call  for  a  division  of  the  question.  Therefore 
the  question  will  be  put  on  excusing  the  gentleman 
first  named  in  (he  motion  of  the  gentleman  frora 
Ohia.    That  is  Mr.  Buss. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  On  what  ground  is 
be  (o  be  excused  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  That  he  went 
from  the  House  unwell. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  On  the  motion  to  ex- 
cuse Mr.  Bliss,  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CASKIB.  I  hope  that,  before  the  yeas  and 
naya  are  sailed,  we  may  be  at  liberty  to  go  along 
and  do  something.  Let  gentlemen  in  the  House 
be  rmw  permitted  to  state  why  their  colleagues 
<D)d  friends  are  absent,  and  ask  that  they  may  be 
excused.  I  iwk  that  the  yeas  and  nays  may  not 
Ke  called,  aa  it  is  evident  to  everybody  that  it  is 
the  unanimous  desire  of  the  House  to  excuse 
members,  when  any  excuse  is  offered. 

Mr.  SAPP.  1  understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Greckin- 
KionK]  asks  that  a  statement  be  made,  such  as  can 
be  heard  by  all  the  members,  as  to  the  absence  of 
the  gentleman  whom  I  asked  to  be  excused.  Mr. 
Bliss,  of  Ohio,  my  colleague,  has  paired  off  on 
this  bill  with  Mr.  Ewinc,  of  Kentucky.  Mr. 
Bliss  is  in  very  bad  health.  He  has  not  been 
able  to  sit  in  the  House  for  the  last  two  weeks; 
and  under  the  direction  of  his  physician  he  went 
to  Ohio — pairing  off,  as  I  said,  with  Mr.  Ewino. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  1  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Unless  objec- 
tion be  made,  it  will  be  considersd  the  unanimous 
determination  of  the  House  that  Mr,  Bliss  be 
e;tRus<d. 

There  was  no  objfction;  and  Mr.  Bliss  was 
accordingly  declareCexcused. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  adced  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER jiro  tempore.  The  Chair  heaid 
|t«  objection  made. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  objected  in  time,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  as  objecting.  It  is 
loo  late  for  him  to  object  now. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  excuse 
Mr.  Shannon, 

Mr.  SAPP.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Shannon  of  Ohio,  left  this  city  two  weeks  since 
to-day.  He  went  home  to  attend  the  court  which 
was  then  in  session,  and  before  which  he  had 
some  very  important  bqpinesSasa  member  of  the 
bar.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  be 
in  attendance  in  the  court;  to  transact  his  profts- 


siona]  business.  I  therefore  ask  that  Mi*.  Shan- 
non be  excused. 

Mr.  CASKIE.    I  object. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  liays  on 
the  motion  to  excuse. 

Mr.  TWEED.  And  I  ask  for  tellers  on  order- 
inethe  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  wereordered ;  and  Messrs.  Phillips  and 
Kerr  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  retried 
thirty-five  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  ask  a 
question  which  would  nave  an  effect  on  governing 
my  vole.  If  the  House  refuse  to  excuse  Oovemor 
Shannon,  will  it  not  be  imperative  to  send  to 
Ohio  alter  him  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  House  to  determine.  The  House  can 
make  its  own  order  about  that. 

Mr.  PARLEY,  (at  half  past  eight  o'clock, 
a.  m.)  I  move  thai  the  House  do  now  adjourn; 
and  that  will  answer  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Upon  that  I  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  TWEED.  And  I  call  for  tellen  on  order- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays. 

fellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Chukch- 
well  and  Edhdndson  were  appointed. 

The  question  Was  taken;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed thirty-four  in  the  afimative,  (a  auffioientnum* 
ber.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  then  called. 

Pending  the  announcement  of  the  result,  the 
Sei^geant-at-Arms  appeared  at  the  bar,  having  in 
custody  an  absent  member.   - 

William  S.  Barkt. 

Ths  SPEAKER  pro  temfwre.  Before  theChair 
announces  the  result  of  the  vote  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  there  oomea  up  a  question'  of  privilege. 
The  Sargeani-al-Arma  of  tbts  House  appears  at 
the  bar  with  one  of  the  absentees. 

TheSergeant-at^Arms  reported  to  the  Chair  that 
WiLLiAU  S.  Barrt,  who  nad  been  absent  from 
the  House,  was  then  present  in  his  oostody. 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  in  order  now 
to  make  a  motion  > 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  It  ia  not,  there 
being  a  privileged  queation  iMfors  the  House. 
(Addressing  Mr.  Barrt.)  Mr.  Barrt,  on  a  call 
ordered  by  the  House,  it  was  found  that  you 
were  abeent  without  ths  leave  or  conaent  of  the 
House.  The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  ordered  to 
have  you  brought  forward,  and  now  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  an  excuse  for  yotu:  absence. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  have  not  been  very  well, Mr. 
Speaker,  and  I  was  apprehensive  of  the  conse- 
quences to  my  health  which  might  result  from 
sitting  up  all  night.  Besides,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
have  paired  off  with  a  genilemanon  the  othersida 
of  this  question.  But,  at  all  events,  1  was  afraid 
of  sitting  up  all  night;  as,  if  i  did,  I  could  not  be 
assured  from  getting  an  attack  of  rheumatism. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  1  move  that  the  gentleman 
be  excused. 

The  motion  was  pot  and  agreed  to. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  teUers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  heard 
no  objection  made  to  the  motion  to  excuse  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi;  and  it  is  now  too 
late. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  state  that  no  objection  was  made  in  time.' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  final  vote 
of  the  House  was  given  in  favor  of  the  gentleman 
being  excused  before  objection  was  made;  at  least 
the  Chair  did  not  hear  objection  in  time.  The 
gentleman  ftom  Mississippi  stands  excused. 

The  Chair  then  announced  the  result  of  the  vote 
previously  taken  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  be 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  46,  nays  69. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  protetnpore.  The  question  now 
arises  on  the  motion  to  excuse  Mr.  Chandler. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
the  doors  be  opened. 

fCrie8of"No!""No!"] 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  a  number 
of  gentlemen  now  at  the  doors,  who  cannot  gain 


admiuion  to  the  floor.  All  we  want  is  to  get  an 
attendance  of  members  here;  and  that  can  be 
effected  by  opening  the  doors. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  On  that  motion  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Massachusetts.  I 
ask  teUers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  WENrwoR-ra,  of  Maasachusetta, 
were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellcM 
reported — ayes  forty,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered . 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— yeas  47,  nays  58. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  call. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  said:  I  rise  to  what  I 
consider  a  question  of  privilege.  It  is  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  members  to  take  part  in  these 
proceedings  in  reference  to  call.  I  would  inquire 
of  the  €ttiair  if  gentlemen  whose  names  appear 
among  the  list  ofabsentees  should  find  their  way 
into  thia^all  through  any  means,  1  care  not  how, 
whether  the^  wouldhave  a  right  to  participate  in 
any  proceeding  in  relation  to  this  call  of  the  House, 
until  they  shall  have  been  brought  in  and  excused  t 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  is  of 
opinion  that  such  inembers  as  have  been  excluded 
from  the  bar  by  an  order  of  the  House  have  no 
right  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  in  refer- 
ence to  a  call  or  the  House,  until  after  the  ordd? 
which  exclude*  them  has  been  rescinded;  bat  the 
Chair  cannot  take  notice  of  individual  cases  of 
violation  of  this  rule,  unless  his  attention  is  called 
directly  to  them.  . 

The  question  recurs  upon  the  motion  made  hj 
ths  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sapp]  to  excuse  hfl 
colleague,  [Mr.  Shannon,]  upon  which  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  deaire  to  offer  an 
excuse  for  my  colleagues,  [Messra.  Macs  and 
Lanc] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  it  ia  not  in  order  to 
do  so  at  this  time,  aa  a  motion  to  excuee  a  mem- 
ber  [Mr.  Shannon]  is  already  pending.  After 
that  question  is  disposed  of,  it  will  be  in  order  to 
offer  further  excuses. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN,  My  principal  object 
in  rising  at  this  time,  wss  to  ascertain  what  the 
practice  of  the  House  would  be  in  that  respect. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttnfore.  The  Chair  holds 
that  every  gentleman  has  a  ri^ht  to  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  an  excuae  for  hia  colleague  or  col- 
leagaea,  if  he  chooeee  to  do  so,  provided  he 
obtains  the  floor  in  a  regular  manner.  The  Chair 
also  holds  that  a  member  may  inaist  upon  having 
every  vote  taken  separately.  The  question  now 
is  upon  the  motion  to  excuse  Mr.  Shannon. 

Mr.  KERR.  Before  1  am  called  upon  to  vote 
apon  that  question,  I  deaire  to  know  whether  I 
underatand  correctly  the  reasons  which  have  been 
given  for  his  absence?  I  understand  it  ia  alleged 
that  he  ia  at  home  attending  to  necessary  profes- 
sional business  before  the  courts  of  hia  Slated 
Am  I  rieht  in  my  understanding. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  the  alleged,  ex- 
cuse. 

Mr.  BALL.  It  ia  now  past  nine  o'clock,  (a.  ra. 
Friday,)  and  in  order  to  give  members  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  shaved  and  to  clean  up,  I  move  that 
the  House  adjourn  until  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  TWEED.  Tellera  upon  the  yeaa  and 
nays. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  motion  just  made  is  to  adjourn  until 
twelve  o'clock,  a  time  certain.  I  submit  that  such 
a  motion  is  not  in  order. 
.  TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  and  rules  the  motion  out  of  order , 

Mr.  WHEELER,  (at  nine  o'clock  and  forty 
minutes,  a,  in.)  Then  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas' 
and  nays 

Many  Voices.  Tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meaais.  Wheblmi 
and  Florence  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  forty-eight  in  the  affirmative  (a  sufficient 
number.) 
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So  the  yeea  and  navs  were  ordered. 
The  quaation  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeaa  43.  naya  63. 
So  the  House  refuaed  lo  adjourn. 
Mr.  HUGHE3.     I  desire  to  ofier  an  excuse  for 
the  absence  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Simmons.] 

The  SPEAKER.  A  mouon  is  already  pending 
to  excuse  the  gentlemtui  irom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Suan- 
MON.]  Afler  that  motion  shall  have  been  disposed 
of  other  excuses  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  for  the  y«aa  and  nays 
upon  the  pendins  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nays  have 
already  been  ordered. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  submit 
(k  motion  that  all  further  proceeding*  in  the  call 
be  dispensed  with  ? 
The  SPEAKER.  It  will. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  Would  it  be  in  order  to 
move  that  tlie  doors  be  open,  and  that  the  absen- 
tees be  allowed  to  come  to  and  render  their  ex> 
cases  to  the  House..' 

[Crieaof  "No!""No!"] 
Mr.  CRAIGE.    That  would  bo(  be  in  order, 
Mr.  Speaker,  without  onaoimous  consent,  would 
it? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  could  not  be  done  as  long 
as  any  gentleman  objects  to  it. 

rCries  of  "'Oh!  let  it  be  done ! "  and  "  Yes ! " 
"Yes!"! 

Mr.  PPRYEAR.    I  hope  no  objection  wiB  be 
interposed  to  taking  such  a  course.     It  will  facili- 
tate the  business  of  the  House  very  much.     I  sug- 
'  gest  that  all  objection  to  such  a  course  be  with- 
arawn. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  object  to  such  a  course  be- 
cause it  would  be  unjust  to  one  of  my  colleagues, 
[Mr.  Asac]  -He  was  sent  for  by  order  of  th? 
House,  and  all  other  absentees  ought  to  be  treated 
in  the  same  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  long  as  any  gentleman 
objects,  the  course  proposeo  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  HodstoK]  eahnot  be  pur- 
sued. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  If  I  recollect  aright, 
upon  the  vote  which  was  last  taken  no  quorum 
voted.  Now,  I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair,  if  we 
now  suspend  the  proceedings  under  this  call,  will 
we  not  have  to  renew  the  call  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  reply  to 
the  gentleman,  that  a  motion  for  the  call  of  the 
House,  or  for  an  adjournment,  does  not  requirs  a 
quorum  at  all. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  Is  it  then  proposed 
to  suspend  the  call  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
a  motion  that  the  House  adjourn .' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  »  for  ths  House,  and 
not  for  the  Chair,  lo  determine. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  There  seems  to  be  an  Uni- 
Tsrsal  desire  that  the  absentees  should  be  permit- 
ted to  come  in  informally,  and  to  render  tDSir  ex- 
cuses to  the  House  in  DTOnriapertoiM. 
Mr.  RUFFIN.  I  object. 
Mr.  HUGHES.  Very  well;  I  only  spoke  of 
it  because  the  proposition  came  from  that  side  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  that  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call 
be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  HUGHES.    Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
thejreaa  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays  53. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call. 

Mr.  SAPP.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
■djnurB. 

The  SPEAKER.  Gentlemen  will  suspend  for 
a  moment,  until  a  question  of  a  highly  privileged 
character  is  disposed  of.  The  Chair  understands 
that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  has  another  member  in 
cuetody. 

Mr.  JONBS,  of  Ifsw  York.  A  very  high 
privilege. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arma  then  reported  to  the 
House  that,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the 
Hou4e,be  had  taken  in  custody  WitaAAM  Aikkn, 
•ad  that  he  was  then  present. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  [Mr.  Aum] 
will  present  himself  before  the  body. 
Mr.  AIKEN  presented  himself  at  his  seat. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  stands  charged 
with  h^Yiqg  Isft^e  l{oas«|rt^out  leave,  and  con- 


trary to  its  orders.    The  gentleman  is  at  liberty 
to  make  bis  excuse. 

Mr.  AIKEN.  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge. 
[Laughin-.J 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  thatthe  gentleman 
be  excused;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

[Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"  "Oh,  no!"] 

Mr.  COBB.  There  is  no  objection  to  excusing 
the  gentleman,  and  what  do  we  want  of  tlie  yeaa 
and  nays.  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  inaist 
upon  them.  / 

A  Void.    Camfbeli.,  do  not  insist  upon  them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  there  is  no  objection  to 
excusing  the  gentleman,  I  do  not  insist  upon  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  wish* to  make  a  suggestion.  I 
think  that  the  beat  mode  we  can  adopt,  in  orderto 
get  along  with  the  business,  is  to  allow  the  ab- 
sentees to  come  in,  and  render  to  the  House  their 
separate  excuses,  without  the  necessity  of  goine 
through  the  formality  of  having  them  brought  in 
by  the Sencaant-at- Arms. 

Mr.  KEITT.    I  hope  it  will  be  done. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  unanimous  coitsent 
of  the  House,  the  absentees  will  be  allowed  to 
come  in  before  thebody;and  render  their  excuses. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  all  ftirther 
procecdinga  in  the  eatl  be  dispensed  with. 

[Cries  of  "Let  them  come  in !"  "  Let  us  set  it 
out!"] 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  hope  it  wiU  be  aUowed  to 
be  done  by  unanimous  consent. 

[Cries  of  "Yes!"  "  Yes!''] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  CaMPBELL}  moves  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  HSiNN.  1  hope  ths  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  withdraw  that  motion,  and  allow  the  absentees 
toeomein. 

rCrtesof  "YesI"  "-Yes!"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  there  is  a  general  dis- 
position to  let  the  absentees  in,.I  have  no  objection 
to  their  coming ;  bat  it  looks  like  a  half-way  method 
of  doing  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
objection  is  withdrawn  to  the  proposition  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  AsBs.] 
The  doors  will  be  thrown  open,  and  the  other  ab- 
sentess  will  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  render  to 
(b*  Houee  an  excuse  for  their  absence. 

Mr.  PRINOLB.  Why  not  admit  them,  and 
then  euapend  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call? 

The  SPEAKER.  That- -is  a  matter  for  the 
House,  and  not  for  ths  Chair,  to  decide. 

A  Member.  Objection  to  opening  the  doors 
has  been  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chairhcars  no  objection, 
and  the  prder  of  the  House  will  be  changed  so  as 
to  allow  the  absentees  to  appear  before  this  body, 
and  render  tReir  excuses;  and  ihaU,  as  the  Chair 
understands  it,  render  their  excuses. 

rCries  of  "  Yes  !"  "Yes!"'] 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  so  ordered. 

The  doors  of  the  Hall  were  then  thrown  open, 
and  the  absentees  came  potfhng  in  ftrnn  every 
direction  in  great  numbers. 

After  order  was  restored,  and  the  noise  and  eotk- 
fusion  consequent  upon  so  large  and  sudden  an 
increase  of  members  in  the  Hall  had  ceased, 

The  SPEAKER  said:  The  ot^er  of  the  House 
is,  that  the  absentees  who  have  just  entered  shall 
appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  render  ex- 
cuses for  their  abaence  contrary  to  its  orders.  As 
the  most  convenient  mode  of  executing  the  order, 
the  names  of  the  absentees  will  be  ewled  by  the 
Clerk,  in  their  regular  order. 

The  Clerk  commenced  calling  the  list  of  absent- 
ees with  the  name  of 
Nathan  Bblcher. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  genUeman  is  present, 
he  will  render  bis  excuse. 

Mr.  BELCHER.  I  remained  in  the  House  dur- 
ing the  past  night  as  long  as  ray  health  and  stren^ 
would  permit.  I  then  left  the  House,  havwg 
paired  07  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  the  gentleman  be 
excused. 

Mr.  SAPP.    Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 
[Cries  of  " Oh,  no!"  "  Oh.  no!"] 
Mr.  WHEELER.    Ob.  yes. 
Mr.  EDMUNDSON.    If  tlwre  is nd  obffiMm, 


I  suppose  ths  gentleman  will ,  bs  excused   by 
unanimous  consent, 

Ths  SPEAKER.  But  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Wheeler]  demands  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  proposition  lo  excuse. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  If  there  is  no  objection  to 
excusing  the  gentleman,  I  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER,  (pausing  a  moment.)  Tiia 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the  gentleman  is 
excused  by  unanimous  consent. 

Peter  H.  Brll. 

Mr.  BELL.    I  have  no  particular  eitcuse  t» 
render.    1  have  absented  myeelf  but  one  hour  out   . 
ofthe  last  twenty,  and  that  happened  tab*  when  a 
call  ofthe  House  was  ordered.    I  have  no  further 
excuse.    i 

Mr.  KITTREDGE.  I  move  the  genUeman  be 
excused. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  gentleman  was 
excused. 

H  ENRT  Bennett 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  staid  here  as  long  as  I  was 
able,  and  went  away.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (in  his  seat.)  He 
was  able  to  get  away  then,  was  he  ? 

By  unanimous  consent,  Mr.  Bbmnbtt  was 
excueed. 

Tbomai  Hi  Benton. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  have,  sir,  to  make  my  e.x- 
ouse  to  the  House,  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  gentlemen  when  Ihey  hear  it.  It  was 
neither  on  account  ora<>e  or  iuRrmities  that  I  was 
absent,  for  I  never  felt  better.  Nor  did  I  pair  off 
with  any  person,  although  several  good  and  true 
men  offered  to  walk  off  with  me,  in  whose  com- 
pany I  should  be  proud  lo  be  found.  But  to  pair 
off  was  not  within  my  view  of  parliamentary 
rules,  and  I  have  never  done  it,  and  I  do  not 
mean,  at  this  late  day,  to  begin  to  learn  anything 
new.  AnHqua$  vias — the  old  ways — is  my  motto. 

1  was  sJisent,  that  is  true,  but  without  disre- 
spect to  the  House,  and  without  the  least  design 
to  impede  its  busineaa,  or  to  prevent  the  complete 
tranaaction  of  the  business,  such  as  it  was,  in 
which  the  Houae  was  engaged.     [Laughur.j 

I  hope  to  be  idlowed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  say,  in 
the  presence  of  this  House,  that  1  have  admired 
the  decorum,  the  urbanity,  the  dignity,  nnd  the 
impartiality  with  which  you  have  presided,  and 
the  precision  with  which  all  questions  have  been 
pat  by  the  Speaker.  No  real  transaction  could 
nave  been  conducted  with  more  absolute  propri- 
ety and  gravity  than  the  Chair  conducted  the  bus- 
iness of  this  House  during  the  whole  of  the  last 
evening.  I  was  greatly  gratified.  I  went  away, 
taking  a  survey  of  the  House,  and  seeing  good 
and  true  men  sitting  all  around,  and  enough  to 
keep  up  a  quorum  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
Houae,  such  as  it  was.  [Laughter.]  1  saw  that 
my  absence  would  make  no  difference  at  all,  and 
therefore  I  went  oway,  antiniu  rcvcrtendi,  [laugh- 
ter]— with  design  to  return — not  to  escape  the 
business  of  the  House,  but  to  return  to  it  re- 
freshed and  invigorated,  and  take  my  share,  and 
sit  it  out;  to  tell  the  exact  truth,  to  nusband  and 
save  some  strength  for  a  pinch,  when  it  should 
come;  for  I  did  not  think  we  had  yet  got  to  the 
tightest  place.  It  was  therefore  to  be  able  to  serve 
the  House  better  when  it  should  more  need  ser- 
vice, that  I  took  a  brief  repose. 

In  making  this  excuse  to  the  House,  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  having  been  absent  untS 
now — until  this  hour.  I  have  been  waiting  a  long 
time  at  the  door,  and  am  entitled  to  credit  for  ths 
time  I  was  kept  out.  [Laughter.]  I  was  not 
brought  back  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  but  r»- 
tnrned  voluntarily,  and  was  stopped  at  the  door, 
and  long  debarred  of  entrance.  Striking  a  balance 
between  the  time  1  was  voluntarily  absent,  and 
the  time  I  was  involuntarily  kept  out,  it  would  be 
pretty  near  even  worked  out  upon  a  fair  equation, 
and  my  delinquency  would  be  very  small.  Taking 
it  in  that  sense,  I  am  entitled  to  the  decision  ofthe 
House  that  the  account  is  nearly  even,  and,  at  ail 
events  to  a  decision  that  there  haa  been  no  dis- 
respect to  the  House;  being  free  from  disrespect, 
and  from  all  desire  to  imp«le  the  progresa  ef  ita 
busineaa.  I  hope  this  will  be  satisfattory  to  tV 
House,  and  that  I  shall  be  sxcused,  especially  as 
I  declare  that  I  will  do  bcttei;  for  time  to  come. 
[LaoghterO 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  af>  o^j«ction,^ti!(S 
gentleman  will  be  excussd. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iit« 


tHR  CONCiRESSlONAL  GLOBE. 


May  11, 


No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Benton  wm 
•zcused. 

'SiHvcL  CABnTBfcits  WBB  nezt  eaUed. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order 
Will  it  be  in  order  to  now  move  to  Bospend  all 
fbrtber  proceedings  under  the  calif  It  is  evident, 
afterwhat  has  taken  place,  that  the  House  does 
not  intend  to  inflict  a  penalty  upon  any  one  of  the 
Absentees. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  would  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  I^HILLI  PS.  Then  I  more  that  all  further 
«roeeedings  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.    Well,  1  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  When  the  consent  of  this 
House  was  given  that  the  doors  should  be  opened, 
and  the  absentees  be  permitted  to  come  in,  it  was 
upon  the  express  understanding  that  each  absen- 
tee should  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and 
render  his  excuse. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  the  order  of  the 
House;  but  it  is  competent  for  the  House  to 
change  its  orders. 

Mr.  I)RUM.  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  expressly  asktd  if  that 
was  the  understanding  when  the  consent  of  the 
Houae  was  given ;  and  had  it  not  been  so  under- 
stood, I  should  hnve  objected  to  the  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, all 
further  proceedings  under  the  call  will  be  dis- 
pensed with,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.    1  object. 

The  yens  and  nays,  were  not  ordered. 
'     The  question  was  then  put;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  all  further  proceedings  under  the  call  Were 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  move  that  the  Rooiie  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Batlt,  of 
Virginia,  and  Washbdrv,  of  Maine,  were  ap- 
)ibinted. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  thirty-nine  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient 
number.)    " 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  Were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  desire  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing, for  the  reason  that  last  night  I  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Singleton,  who  stated  that  his  family  were 
unwell,  and  who  is  still  detained  from  tbeHouse, 
I  presume,  from  the  same  cause.  I  do  not,  there- 
fore, feel  at  liberty  to  vote.  But,  sir,  I  find  that 
by  the  mtes  of  the  House  that  if  I  am  here  I  am 
Vfcquired  to  vote,  unless  excused  by  the  Ht>nse.  I 
Kave  no  wish  to  violate  the  rules  of  the  House, 
'atid  I  therefore  ask  to  be  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
jgentleman  from  Pennsylvania  cannot  be  excused 
from  voting  upon  a  motion  to  adjourn.  I'hat  is 
the  rule  the  present  incumbent  of  the  chair  has 
tiniformly  adnered  to.  He  believes  it  to  be  a  cor- 
rect rule,  and  he  therefore  decides  that  the  motion 
that  the  gentleman  be  excused  cannot  be  enter- 
lained; 

Mr.  HOWE.  But  I  should  like  to  know  how 
to  act.'  My  honor  with  the  gentleman  with 
Whom  I  have  paired  off  is  at  stake  Upon  the  one 
1iand,and  in  conforming  to  the  rules  of  the  House 
upon  the  other. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  must  settle 
that  question  for  himself.  The  parliamentary 
law  knows  nothing  of  the  principle  Of  pairing  off. 
There  is  nothing  of  the  sort  in  the  books;  and  it 
is  a  practice  which  prevails,  perhaps,  in  no  other 
legtsialive  body  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  except 
ffala.  If  the  gentleman  has  paired  off,  he  had 
better  have  staid  off.  .  The  Chair  makes  the  sug- 

festion  in  perfect  good  humor.  The  rules  of  the 
[ouse  require  him  to  vote,  if  he  is  present;  and 
if  he  prtteHides  himself  from  voting  by  agreement 
with  another  member,  the  best  method  he  can 
adopt  is  to  stay  away  from  the  House.  It  is, 
however,  for  the  gentleman  to  prescribe  his  own 
course. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  desire  to  say  one  word  more. 
There  was  no  hour  named  by  IV^r.  Sinoleton, 
when  our  agreement  was  to  expire.  We  simply 
(l^ed,  whan  he  left  the  House  last  iright,  that 


we  were  to  pair  off  until  this  morning.  I  do  not 
see  the  gentleman  in  the  Hall,  and  I  do  not  there- 
fore, in  honor,  feel  at  liberty  to  vote,  nor  yet  do  I 
feel  at  liberty  to  violate  the  rules  of  the  House. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  should  esteem  it  a 
favnr  if  the  House  would  excuse  me  from  voting. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  haano  doubtthe 
House  will  very  readily  excuse  the  gentleman 
from  voting.  It  is,  however,not  in  order  to  sub- 
mit the  motion,  and  the  Chair  eannot,  therefore, 
entertain  it. 

Mr.  MACY.  I  desire  also  to  state  to  4ffe 
House  that  I  paired  off  with  Mr.  DtsNET  last 
night,  until  this  morning,  i  do  not  s<*  the  gen- 
tleman fhim  Ohio  in  his  place,  and  I  shall,  there- 
fore, not  feel  at  liberty  to*vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  50, 
nays  81. 

so  the  House  rellised  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  of  Massachusetts.  I  mov«  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN, of  Maine.  tTpon  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Eliot 'i 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  35, 
nays  74. 

So  the  House  refalsed^to  order  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Pending  tlie  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  ELLISON  slated  thit  upon  this  motion  he 
had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Botcb,  from  South  Car- 
olina. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  move  that  wheii  this  House 
adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order, 
being  in  the  nature  of  business,  and  no  quorum 
having  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  MACE.  1  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  quorum  present,  or  I  should  not  have 
made  the  motion. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  ihe  House;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  Is  not  in  order, 
<br  die  reason  thatthe'House  have  just  voted  upon 
that  motion,  and  refUsed  to  order  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PECK,  (at  half-past  ten  o'clock,a. ».)  I 
move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  tipon 
that  mou'on  I  demand  the  yeas. and  nay«. 

Mr.  TWEED.    1  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messn.  Davis,  of 
Indiana,  and  Mace  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  thirty-one 
la  the  affirmative;  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Peck's 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  45, 
nays  73. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MACE.    I  move  a  call 'of  the  House. 

Mr.'  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Upon  that 
motion  I  deipand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  1  ask  for  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Teller*  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Mack  and 
Cox  appointed.  , 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  thirty-six 
m  the  affirmative;  (a  su&eieot  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  53,  nays  76. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

Mr.  EDMANDS.  (At  ten  minutes  past  eleven 
o'clock,  Friday  morning.)  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  1  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TWEED.  I  demand  tellers  on  ordering 
tlie  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STRATTON.  Will  it  be  In  order  that 
we  take  a  recess  for  half  an  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  unless  by  unanimous 
consent.         

Mr.  STRATTON.  Ihope,then,thattheunani- 
moos  consent  will  be  granted  for  a  recess,  so  that 
the  clerks,  who  have  been  kept  constantly  calling 
the  roll  since  yesterday  morning,  may  have  a  lit- 
tle repose  before  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  which 
lakM^plade  Vit  twelv^o 'clodk. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  clerks  are  ready  with  the  Journal. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
Messrs.  Peck  and  Vail  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered;  the  tellers  hiVing  reported- 
ayes  forty-one,  more  than  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  EnHANOsli 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeaa 
49,  navs  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Pending  the  above  call, 

^r.  ELLISON  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  Mr.  BoicE,  of  South  Carolina,  for  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  think  it  is  quite  evident,  froiA 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  that 
no  practical  good  is  to  result  to  the  coontry  froas 
our  continuing  longer  in  session;  therefore  1  move 
that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday  next;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  tba 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  demand  tellsn  on  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Meachan 
and  Greenwood  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  thirty-nine,  more  than  one  fifth  of 
a  quorum. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  Mr.- Howe's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeaa 
43,  nays  83. 

So  the  Housedisagreed  to  the  motion  to  adjoura ' 
over. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  MasaachusetU.  I 
move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House;  and  on 
that  motion  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GREEN.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  yea* 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  DmraAn  and 
Ellison  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  forty-three,  more  than  one  fifth  of  a 
quorum. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  lUiooia.  1  wish  to 
make  a  suggestion. 

fCriesof"  I  object!"] 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  When  gentleo^en  know 
my  proposition,  I  am  sure  none  will  object. 

Mr.  TWEED.     I  object  to  discussion. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  A  few  momenta  ago 
we  were  all  exewed,  with  one  exception,  uoani- 
mously. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  has  been  made  to 
the  gentleman's  proceeding,  and  he  must  oeme  to 
order. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  If  tfie  genOeman  know 
my  object,  1  know  that  he  would  not  object,  li 
is  to  do  an  act  of  justice  to  a  gentleman  on  hia 
own  side  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUcman  most  «oma 
to  order. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  •  A  correction  of  the 
Jotirnal  is  a  privileged  question,  and  I  tan  sncitted 
to  be  heard  on  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman  must  come  to 
order.  The  question  is  now  on  the  motion  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  and  it  must  be  taken. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Time  would  be  saved, 
and  it  would  be  better  if  the  correction  I  propose 
were  made  now,  t>efbrc  the  Journal  is  made  up. 

Mr.  TWEED.    1  insist  on  my  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  proceed  with 
the  call  of  the  roll. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  WENTWoam,  of  Massachusetts;  and  it  waa 
decided  in  the  negative — yeoa  45,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call  of  tlte 
House. 

Pending  the  above  call, 

Mr.  FENTON  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  for 
a  short  time  with  Mr.  Mat. 

Mr.  PECK.  I  move  that  when  this  Hoosead- 
joums,  it  adjourn  tn  meet  on  Monday  next;  and 
on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays'. 

Mr.  QREEN.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  Jivder. 

The  SPEA  KER.  The  gentleman  willstate  hia 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  DEAN.    Tt  'la,  that  th*  hoar  of  twalva 
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o'clock  hating  arriTcd,  the  Soatntl  of  dM  prk- 
eeding  day  ia  in  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  decide  the 
qpestion  of  order  railed  by  the  eentleman  from 
new  York.  One  of  the  pnncipal  ruin  having  a 
bearing  upon  this  point  if  the  following,  tonch- 
ing  the  duties  of  the  Speaker: 

<•  He  (hall  uke  the  chair  eTcrj'  day  precisely  at  lb«  hoar 
to  wMcb  ttae  HouaeilMU  taa*e  a4Jourued  on  tbe  preeedini 
day." 

The  Chair  has  done  that,  and  has  no  oatbority 
now  to  declare  the  House  adjourned  for  the  par- 
pose  of  taking  the  chair  at  the  time  to  whicn  he 
may  determine  the  House  shall  have  adjourned 
to.  The  rule  says,  further,  that  •■  he  shall  im- 
mediately  call  the  members  to  order."  There 
has  been  no  adjournment  and  no  IcgialattT*  day 
finished  yet. 

Mr.  CfHANDLBR.  Does  the  Chair  decide 
that  this  ia  Thursday,  or  Friday?    [Lanehter.J 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  is  not  called  upon 
to  make  any  decision  of  that  kind. 
.    Mr.  CHANDLER.    1  want  the  question  de- 
elded,  that  I  may  know  whether  I  ought  to  eat 
flesh  or  fish  for  dinner.     [Much  lanehter.l 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  ulnderstand  ths  Chair,  then,  to 
decide  that  this  is  still  the  same  legislative  day, 
«ad  that  whenever  we  do  adjourn,  a  motion  may 
be  made  to  correct  the  Journal  tbe  next  (lay. 

TheSPEAKER.  Even  ifit  bea  month  bene*. 
-The  Chair  baa  no  doulM  of  that. 

Mr.  DBA  N .    That  is  what  I  Wanted  to  onder- 

Mr  PENNINGTON.  I  wish  to  iqqvirs 
wlwiifcsi  the  morning  boor  baa  expired?  [A 
laugh.] 

The  SPEAKER.  TIm  mominc  hour  haa  not 
expired,  and  the  Chair  doubia  whether  it  will 
npirc  for  a  w«ek  to  eoiae.    ILanefaier.] 

Mr.  BANKS.  What  is  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  upon  the  question  of  order  raised  by  the 
^gmtleman  from  New  York? 

The  SPEAKBR.  Tbe  Obair  overrate*  the 
point  of  ordsr  mode  by  tbe  geatismatt  from  New 
Tfork. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  am  impreaaed  with  tfaeooa- 
vietion  that  the  Cbair  ia  right  upon  the  reaaens 
«(ated  by  him ,  and  the  role  of  the  Hbase  to  which 
Mfereaee  ia  made.  It  m  very  eleor  Ofoo  tbe  rate 
cited  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RICHARB80N.  le  tkcrs  tlaj  qneation 
before  the  House? 

•  Mr.  BANKS.' '  I  propoee  to  teke  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  if  neecssary.  I  do 
net  deaire,  howevetr >•  <tppcal.  i  mstely  waat  to 
make  a  saegeatian. 

TheSPEAKER.  TiM Chair  will  be  plsMed 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Maaaacbuaettat  if  it  is 
.tlM  pleasure  of  the  House;  but  if  eb^eetioa  be 
made,  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  want  tbe  eonaent  of  the 
Houae  to  cite  the  rule  upon  which  tbe  Hvuae 
muai  proceed  in  this  eaae,  and  to  which  the 
Speaker  has  Kotrelbrred. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Well,  send  up  the  rule. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  object,  unless  an  appeal  is 
taken. 

Mr.  BANKS.  leak  tbe  eonaeotof  the  Hooee 
,that  I  may  stau  that,  upon  the  rale  to  which  the 
Speaker  has  refermd,  hie  decision  is  oerreet.  But 
it  is  not  necessary  that,  at  thia  bear,  there  ehall 
bean  adjournment.bya  voteof  theHoaae;  for,on 
the  very  first  day  of  this  session,  the  House, 
upon  motion  of  tbe  gentlemwi  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  JoMKS,]  passed  this  order: 

'<  That  twelve  o'clock  b«  flzad  a<  the  hoar  tn  which  the 
HoaeeiAatI  eaob  day  a^oora,  aaUl  odierwiae  ordeetd." 

That  is  the  rule  by  which  we  must  be  gov- 
emed-tn  this  case;  ana  there  is  no  adjournment 
required  at  this  hour,  (brthe  Houae  has  adjourned 
by  its  order,  adopted  on  the  first  day  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Cbair  overrulea  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  fromMaa- 
•achtiscUW. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  Appeal  from  the  decision  of 
tbeOhair.  -if 

TheSPEAKER.  The  eentleman  frnm  Mm- 
enchuseite  takes  an  appeaf,  and  the  question  is, 
"Shall  the  decision  of  the  Ohanratand  as  tbe  judg- 
ment of  the  House  ?" 

Mr.  H  AMILTON.  I  warn  to  hy  ibe  appeal 
on  tbe  table. 


Mr.  MAORICE.    I  call  for  tte  yeas  and  naye 
on  that  motion. 
Mr.  GREEN.    I  ask  for  teDers  on  the  yeas  and 


T;. 


r.  ASHE.  Will  the  Chair  atate  what  ia  the 
propoeition  before  the  body  ? 

The  SPE  A  KER.  The  Chair  will  do  so  before 
tbe  vote  ia  taken. 

Mr.  ASHE.  At  present,  I  really  do  not  know 
how  to  vote. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  STRAira  and 
MKacbah  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  tbe  tellers  reported 
forty-six  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  have  some  doubts  as  to  the 
correctnesa  of  the  deciaibn  of  the  Chair,  and  I 
therefore  ask  to  be  excused  from  viHing  on  the 
appeal. 

The  SPEAKER.  Pedaps  the  gentleman  wiH 
be  able  to  determine  after  the  Chair  has  stated 
what  the  ouestion  is.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ORR.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  hope  of 
that.    [A  laughj 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not  deprive 
the  gentleman  of  his  right  to  ask  to  be  excused. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks] 
raioes  the  question  that,  by  the  order  of  this  Houae, 
pasaed  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  session  of 
Congrees,  the  House  stands  adjourned  to  twelve 
o'clock  to-day. 

The  Chair  overrules  that  question  of  order, 
upon  the  ground  that  there  cannot  be  a  meeting  of 
tliis  body  withoat  an  at^vrnment;  and  open  the 
farther  {ground  (hrat  when  this  Rousedoes  adjown, 
even  if  tt  is  a  week  hence,  it  will  meet  again  as 
directed  by  its  own  order.  The  legislative  day 
will  continue  until  the  House  adjourns,  and  when 
the  House,  after  each  an  adjourmoent,  meets  at 
twelve  o'clock,  or  atsueh  other  time aa  the  House 
shaH  fix,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Speedter,  under 
the  rule  which  has  been  referred  to  by  him,  to 
take  the  ehair,  call  the  members  to  order,  and 
cause  the  Journal  of  the  preceding  4ay  tobe  read, 
and  a  portiofl  of  that  Jovrtml  muet  neeessartty  be 
a  motion  and  a  vote  to, adjourn;  without  that,  it 
ia  tneontptete. 

The  Cnetr  ben  I«Bv««f(iin  to  read  to  the  Hotiae 
the  rale  prescribing  the  dutisB  of  tbe  Speaker,  to 
which  he  has  referred. 

"  1.  Ha  ahall  uke  the  chair  evtiy  day  precMely  at  the 
hour  to  which  (he  Hmnc  ahail  irave  adjonraed  on  the  are- 
ceding  Mr  t  'hall  iamediaMly  oall  the  mombara  to  oMar; 
and,  on  Uie  appaannee  of  aquorsoi,  akall  eauaa  die  Joiicaal 
of  the  preeediD(  day  to  he  read." 

The  Speaker  cotrid  i>oT  take  the  ehair  at  twelve 
o'clock  to-day,  for  the  reaeon  that  he  waa  contin- 
uing to  occupy  it,  and  tbe  House  was  continuing 
to  pregisss  in  its  procecdinge  upon  a  legislative 
day,  and  must  continue  to  do  so  until  itaajouma. 
One  of  the  three  hundred  and  aixiy-five  day*  of 
tbe  year  ha*  paased  over,  the  Cbair  aidmita;  but! 
one  of,  the  iegitriative  daya  allowed  to  tbie  C«a- 
greee  ie  now  Iseing  oonsumed. 

In  thie  view,  hastily  taken,  tbe  Chairadinit*,  for 
be  has  *M  had  time  to  torn  to  precsdeMa,  the 
Olsair  thinks  be  is  eorreat,  and  tie  overpols*  the 
ansalion  of  order.  Prom  that  deeieion  of  iIm 
Chair,  tbe  gentleman  (h>m  Maaeacbuaetl*  take* 
an  appeal;  end  thegeatlcmaR  fiNme  Maryland  [Mr. 
Hamilton]  moves  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  dM 
table.  Anettier  question  pendbtg  i*  that  mised 
by  the  gentleman  frMB  New  Yorii;  [Mr.  Saw*,] 
vts:  that  ttae  Houae  exeoee  him  from  voting  upon 
the  appeal.  That  i*  «  legitimBte  propeeitioii,  bat 
the  vote  muet  tie  taken-  on  it  without  debate. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  imdsrsiMid  tbe  Chair  «> 
decide  that  an  entire  ssssisn  of  ths  House  i*  but 
one  legislMivs  day,  even  tbeogh  it  may  seaiinae 
for  a  week,  and  some  of  my  neighbeia'are  a  little 
cnrieae  to  know  whMhcr  we  atmll  fet  only  oaa 
p<r  ditm  for  the  entire  eeeeioo.  [I«a|cb«er.]  I 
object  to  the  deeieion  of  ibe  Speaker  on  that 
point. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  canaet  de- 
bate tbe  proposition.  The  Chair  decides  that  it 
ie  not  competent  for  him  to  adjourn  the  Hoaae. 

Mr.  BANKS.  1  understand  that  the  appeal  ia 
not  debatable. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.    It  ia  not  debaUble. 

Mr.  BANKS.  But.  as  the  Cbair  haa  mkde  a 
very  lueid  and  eonchieive  argument  in  favor  of 
that  dbci«i*B,  tra«M  it  be  pMper,  ov  '■htdn'iha 


ceneresity  of  the  Houee,  Aat  t^poa  the  appeal  I 
aavctairan,  I  should  makea  brief  statement? 

Messrs.  OLDS,  BRIDGBS,  and  other*  aW 
jeeted. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Chair  hope*  (ha  fH^ 
tleman  from  Massaehnsetts  will  be  beard. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.    1  oiijaot  to  iL 

Mr.  BANKS.    I  daairelo  state 

Mr.  ENGLISH.    I  object  to  disea**len. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentkasan  Ifom 
Massaohusetta  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BANKS.    Who  objects? 

Messrs.  ENGLISH,  OLDS,  and  BRIDOES 
rose  nmnltanaoaely,  and  oMeeied. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  Will  the  Chair  allow  ne  to 
make  a  aingle  suggeation  ? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  Is  it  tbe  ptcesore  of  the 
House  ttiat  the  gentleman  from  Oonocetieal  be 
beard  ? 

Mr.  ENGLKH.  I  at^t,  and  oall  for  the 
question. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Will  the  Heoee  allaw  n*  to 
eall  it*  attention  to  a  pretedant  upon  this  verjr 
question? 

Mr.  HOVSTON.  We  anderataad  the  qaee- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  call  the  getMlsman  foom 
Alabama  to  order. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  And  I  eall  the  geatta. 
man  from  New  York  to  eider. 

rShouts  of  " Order !"  and  great  eonfosian.] 

The  SPEAKER.  Gentlemen  are  net  in  order 
in  discaasingthis  qaeatioa,  directly  or  indirectly, 

Mr.  BA^fK8.  I  again  ask  the  eonaent  of  the 
House  to  make  a  re^renca  to  this  one  prsosdent. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  And  I  again  eall  the 
gentleman  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ma*t  remind  tbe 
gentleman  from  Maasoebasstt*  of  the  foet,  of 
which  he  is  very  well  aware,  that  it  ie  aot  in  or- 
der  to  persist  in  a  pnrpese  to  address  lb*  Hotia* 
out  of  ordsr,  and  the  Chair  must  insiet  on  lb* 
gentleman's  desisting  from  doing  so. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mostaseuredly.  I  only  ask  tbe 
consent  of  the  Heoae. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qoeetian  new  is  e«  e»- 
eusing  the  gentleman  firom  Mew  York  [Mr.  Sana:] 
from  voting  on-  tbe  appeal. 

Mr.GOODBICH.  laskfor  the  yeasandnaya. 

Mr.  GREEN.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the  yea*  and 
nay*. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  SraAtia  aad 
8«rp  were  appeintcd. 

The  Houae  was  then  divided  on  tbe  demand  for 
the  yeaaand  naya;  and  tbe  tellen  reported  forty  in 
tbe  aiSrmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Tbe  qtieetion  wa*  then  taken;  and  tbsrs  wsr»— 
yeaa  67,  nays  83. 

So  the  House  refused  to  cxeaee  Mr.  Sasb. 

Mr.  DRUM  elated  that  he  bad  paired  off  vatil 
one  o'clock  with  Mr.  Batlt,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  havejnat  came  into  the 
Honee,  and  do  aot  quite  nndemiond  the  qussttoo, 
■nd  I  should,  therefore,  like  to  be^-eaioueed  from 
voting  on  the  appeal. 

TheflPEAKBR.  If  iherebe  no  t>bjeoliea,the 
gentleman  firom  Ohio  will  be  emeuaed, 

Mr.  WHBBLBR.    1  objeol. 

Mr.  PARLEY.  ¥  move  that  the  -gentleman 
from  Ohio  beexeMed  from  voting. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  dtuawd  the  yeaa  aad  nay*  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  WCNTWORTH,  of  Mas*a*htt**tt*.  I 
■«*k  for  teller*  on  Che  yeas  and  nay*. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  andMs**iB.Booaoca«4 
Pamow  w*n  appohited. 

The  House  was  divided  on  the  demand  for  tha 
yeas  mid  ttays;  and  thetellcfe  reported  thirty<five 
in  the  aflirmative. 

So  tbe  yea*  and  -nays  were  ordered. 

Thequeetion  was  taken;  and  it  wa*  decided  in 
the  nagative    yeas  45,  nays  TB. 

So  the  House  refused  to  esaase  Hn.  Gatiiacid. 
from  voting. 

Mr.  TRACY.  I  ask  to  bs«x«ussd  from  voting 
on  the  question  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  Msasatha*at(s  I 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was-tbsa  taken;  and  lhsiew«*e 
yea*  48,  nays  71. 

So  Mr.  TaACT  waa  not  excused. 

'Ut^MDOaMSnet.    b»aa««what-lh*liwto 
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b<  a  privileged  motiea.  I  naor*  that  tbe  Houm 
resolve  itselTinio  a  Committe*  of  the.  Whole  on 
like  Private  CaJendar. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Upon  that  motion  I 
denuuid  the  yeas  and  nay*. 

The  yeaa  uad  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENN.  la  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Edovrton]  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ie  in  order,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Choir. 

18  THIS  DAT  FRIDAY  ? 

Mr.  HBNN.  Doea  the  Chair  rule  thia  inj  to 
be  Friday?  Under  the  prcvieua  deciaion  of  the 
Chair,  the  lecialative  day  of  yeaterday  baa  not 
yet  terminated. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  Friday,  and  it  ia 
private  bill  day.  The  legislative  aession  of  yes- 
terday has  not  terminated,  but  each  day,  under 
our  ruitt,  must  be  regarded  .in  all  our  seaaions, 
Mondays,  Fridays,  orvoiher  days. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Do  I  understand  tbe  Chair 
•a  deciding  that  the  motion  mads  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Edgerton]  ia  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Chair  decided  that  it 
was  in  order,  under  an  express  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CLIMGMAN.  1  rise  to  a  qaestion  of 
order,  la  there  not  an  appeal  from  a  decision 
of  the  Chair  pending,  and  would  not  that  take 
precedence  of  tbe  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio? 

The  -SPEAKER.  The  Chalc  thinks  that  it 
would  not.  There  is  an  appeal  pending  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  but  the  appeal  attaches  to 
the  propoaition  of  the  gentlefnan  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  RicHAKOsoH,]  to  close  debate  upon  the  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  bill.  When  tlie  House  take 
VP  that  subject,  they  must  consider  the  appeal  and 
all  questions  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  WaiGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.    I  move  to 
'Omend  the  mution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  bv 
inserting,  in  the  place  of  the  '*  Private  Calendar, 
the *' Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Nebraska  and  Kansas 
bill  is  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
-of  the  Union,  and  we  have  an  express  rule  with 
regard  to  the  course  of  proceeding  there,  which 
precludes  any  such  motion  as  that  mode  by  the 
^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  Ia  not  themdion  eftbegen- 
tleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Edgekton]  open  to  amend- 
ment? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  deeidea  thaL  it  k 
not  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  WALSH.  1  move  to  lay  the  motion  of 
the  eentleman  from  Ohio  upon  the  table.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  is  not  a  legitimate  one,  for 
the  reason  that  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  may  be  repeated  again  under  the  ex- 
press rules  of  the  House,  even  if  it  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 

■    The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  EoecR- 
.TOir's  mution;  and  there  were — yeas  65,  nays  85. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  on 
the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  tbe  proposition  to  lay  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  upon  the  table  ? 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Is  at  in  order  to  more  to 
proceed  to  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  aot  in  order,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair.  The  business  before  the  body 
being  a  rceolution  to  Close  debate,  which  takes 
precedence  of  a  motion  to  proceed  to  tbe  businsw 
apon  tlie  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  EDGERTON .  I  move  then  that  tbe  Houte 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  demand  teUers 
upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Macs  osd 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  thirty-eight  in  the  affirmative. 

So  tbe  yeas  and  naye  were  ordered. 

Thaquseiion  was  then  token]. and  there  were^ 
yeas  53,  nays  87. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  question  now  recurs  on 
.laying  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.i>EOK.    Into**  that  Uiera  baa  call  of  the 


Houee;  and  upon  liiot  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas  37,  naya  90. 

So  the  House  refused  a  call. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ouestion  recurs  on  lay- 
ing on  the  table  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  that 
{when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next;  and  on  that  motion  I  coll  for  the 
yeaa  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  1  hope  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  an 
adjournment  over. 

Several  Mkhbeoi.    For  what  purpose  ? 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  For  the  purpose  of 
allowing  me  to  submit  a  motion  to  go  to  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Speaker's  table,  if  that  motion  be  in 
order. 

Several  Members.     It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  And  if  that  motion, 
Mr.  Speaker,  be  not  in  order,  then  for  the  purpose 
of  muving  to  auspend  the  rules  to  enable  me  to 
make  it. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Illinois.  That  mo- 
tion ia  not  in  oider,  ^iber;  you  cannot  suspend 
the  rules  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  ia  not  in  order  to  auspend 
the  rules,  except  on  Monday. 
,    Mr.  PENNINGTON.      ThU  business  is  get- 
ting to  be  very  stupid.    We  ought   to   be  doing 
something  fur  tbe  sake  of  variety. 

Messrs.  Cox  and  Fenton  were  appointed  tellers 
on  ordering  the  .yeas  and  naya  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  over. 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty  in  tbe  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  queation  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
«ided  in  the  negative — yeas  41,  nays  SQ, 

So  tbe  Houee  refused  to  adjourn  over. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  tbe 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Choir  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ide 
Private  Calendar;  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  the 
yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  with- 
draw my  motion  in  relation  to  the  queation  of  ap- 
peal. The  appeed  was  made  at  my  suggestion; 
bat  I  understand,  aince  the  appeal  waa  taken, 
that 

[Criea  of  "  Order !  "  "  Order  I  "J 

Mr.  SANKS.  I  only  propose  iq  withdraw  my 
appeal. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  But  the  gentleman  has  no 
right  to  debate  it. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  was  but  proceeding  to  state 
that  1  understand  there  has  been  a  oubsequent 
decision  on  a  question  which  was  substoMiolly 
the  same  as  that  involved  in  the  appeal  which  1 
took,  although  different  in  form.  And  acknowl- 
edging the  moat  commendable  faimeas  of  the 
Speaker  in  thia  contest,  t  d»not  wish  to  makeany 
factious  opposition  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 
Therefore,  I  desire  to  withdraw  my  appeal. 

There  being  oo  objection,  the  appeal  was  with- 
drawn. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Goodrich,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar, 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded — 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  for  tell- 
ers on  ordering  the  yeaa  and  ntiys. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox,  and 
Wauibdhne  of  Illinois,  were  appointed. 

The  House  waa  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
ihirty-nine  in  the  affirmative;  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

The  queation  waa  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  64,  nays  83. 

So  the  House  refused  to  resolve  itaelf  into  a 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  recurs  on  ex- 
cusing the  gentleman  from -Maine  from  voting  on 
the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  the  resolution  to  close  debate  on 
the  Nebraska  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  IllinoU,  C*t  thirty- 
4ve  iat»4«tea  past  Uires  o'clock*  p.  ro.)    I  move 


that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  I  coll  for  tha 
yeaa  and  nays  on  that  proposition. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  demand  teUers  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wasbbdoiie 
.o(  Illinois,  and  Hillter  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
thirty-seven  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  num- 
ber.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  50,  nays  89.' 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
excuse  tbe  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Waih- 
burn]  from  voting  on  the  propoisiuon  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mnssachusetu  [Mr.  Banks]  to  lay 
the  resolution  closing  debate  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WENT;WORTH,of  Massachusetts.  1 
move  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  iuelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  Private  Calen- 
dar; and  on  that  question  I  aak  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  wag  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  59,  naya  69. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  committee. 

theSPEAKER.  The  queation  recurs  upon  the 
motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Washbdrn]  from  voting. 

Mr.  BALL,  (at  three  o'clock  and  thirty  min- 
utes, p.  m.)  As  there  appears  to  be  a  small  num- 
ber of  members  present,  I  think  we  had  batter 
adjourn;  and  I  therefore  move  that  tbe  Houae  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  lUinois.  Upon  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  call  for  tellers  npon  tha  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meaara.  RnrFivaad 
EVHaRiDeB  were  appointed. 

The  Houae  was  then  divided  upon  tbe  demaod 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  tbe  tellers  reporlad 
thirty-six  in  ths  affirmative,  (asufflcient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were^erdcred. 

Tbe  queation  wras  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negatnre— yeas  63,  naya  80. 

So  the  House  refiised  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  there  be  o  eoH  of  Ika 
House;  and'  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  for  teHers  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Teller*  were  ordered;  and  Messra.  Clinomam 
and  Mace  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  call  for 
tbe  yeaa  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported— 
ayes  thirty  eight,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  tbe  negative — yeas  45,  nays  79. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

The  SPEAKER  prv  (empore,  (Mr.  Bococa.) 
The  question  recurs  upon  the  motion  to  excuae 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  WA>aBt;ai^  from 
voting  upon  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois. 

Mr.  KNOX.  It  is  now  (three  o'clock  and 
forty-five  muiutes,  p.  m.)  about  the  Bsnal  time  Qt 
adjournment;  and  as  we  have  had  a  pretty  long 
session,  t  move  that  when  thisnHouse  adjooma,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next;  and  upon  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  call  for 
tellers  upon  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hilltsb 
and  Rows  were  appointed. 

Tbe  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  call  fbr 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes 
thirty-seven,  (a  sufficient  number.)  _ 

So  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken :  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  46,  nays  73. 

So  the  Hones  refused  to  adjourn  iMtil  Mondojr 
next. 

Mr.  SAGE,  (at  four  o'clock  p.m.)  I  move  that 
tbe  House  do  now  adjouri^  . 

Mr.  BANKS.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  I  demand  teller* 
upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Batlt,  of 
Virginia,  and  WAaiiaoitN,  of  Maine,  were  ap- 
pointed. 
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TbeHottae-WM^indtd;  and  the  Ullcnrtported 
tliiity-four  in  the  aiSrmative. 

So  th«  yeas  and  naya  ware  ordered.   . 

The  queation  waa  then  taken;  end  decided  in 
the  neniire — yeaa  65,  naya  66. 

So  the  Houae  refaaed  to  adjourn. 

The  queation  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
ezcuae  the  gentleman  flfom  Mune  [Mr.  Wash- 
mniN]  from  votine — 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  inove  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  Houae;  and  upon  that  motion 
I  demand  the  yeaa  and  najra. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Upon  ordering  the 
yeaa  and  nays  I  demand  lellera. 

Tdlera  were  ordered;  and  Meaars.  CBAHBca- 
LAiN  and  Cakfskll  appointed. 

The  Houae  waa  divided; and  the  lellera  reported 
forty  in  the  affirmative,  (a  (uAeient  number.) 

So  the  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  lllinoia.    I  riae  to  a 

auration  of  privilege.  I  underaland  that  the  gen- 
eman  from  Ohio  {Mr.  Stdakt]  ia  recorded  aa 
having  voted  upon  the  motion  which  haa  jnat  been 
put.  I  know  tne  fact  that  the  gentleman  waa  not 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  It  ia  now^too  laU 
to  raise  the  queation  aa  to  gentlemen  voting, 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
SnrART  waanot  in  the  Hall  while  the  roll  waa 
being  MHed.  1  fcnow  he  waa  not  in  the  House. 
It  ia  not  too  late  to  raiae  the  queation^ 
-  Mr.  SMITH.  The  vole  haa  been  annonnced, 
and  no  correction  of  the  Journal  can  be  made  until 
the  Journal  is  read  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Houae. 

[Criea  of  ••  Go  on  widi  the  voting !"} 
•  Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  ia 
a  matter «f  too  much  importance  to  be  allowed  to 
be  paaaed  aver.  I  isaiat  upan  my  poart.  I  wM 
ataie  that  Mr.  Stvart  left  the  Houaa  «b««t  a 
•oople  of  hours  aco,  when  he  told  me  that  he 
ahoald  not  be  back  hefbre  nine  or  ten  o'aloek  thia 
•rening.  I  know,  therefore,  of  my  own  poraonai 
knowledge,  that  he  was  nst  in  the  House,  and  did 
not  vote.  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Houae 
to  the  Act,  because  there  are  qneatione  of  tooi 
much  importance  pending  before  the  House  to 
allow  membera  to  vote  by  proxy.  I  aek  that  the 
Joamal  may  be  OlrrectM,  and  Mr.  Stuakt's 
name  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  raise  a  queation 
of  order  in  reference  to  the  (iropoaition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  HIiooia.  It  u  this:  The  reault  of 
the  vote  having  been  announced,  and  the  Houae 
having  paaaed  to  the  consideration  of  other  boai- 
neea,  itia  too  late  to  correct  the  vote  of  any  mem- 
ber. It  will  be  competent  for  the  -Houae,  when 
the  Journal  ia  read  to-morrow  morning,  or  when- 
ever the  Journal  is  read,  to  make  the  correction, 
bat  not  now. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  desire  to  say  at  thia 
point  that  I  ahall  be  under  the  neeeasily  of  enter- 
ing my  proteet  against  memben  and  others  crowd- 
ing around  the  Clerk'a  deak  while  the  yeaa  and 
naya  are  being  cAlled.  It  i<  in  violation  of  the 
rulea  of  the  Houae,  and  I  aal(  the  Choir  in  fnture 
to  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr,  WBNTWORTH.  I  aak  the  Chair  to 
decide  whether  my  proposition  ia  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER,  (Mr.  Bocoox  in  the  chair.) 
The  Chair  will  decide  the  gentleman's  proposi- 
tion. When  the  vote  waa  taken,  the  names  of 
those  voting  in  the  affirmative  and  negative  were 
called  over  in  the  hearing  of  the  Houae,  but  no 
objection  was  made.  The  reault  waa  then  an- 
nounced, and  the  liouae  proceeded  to  other  busi- 
ness. The  Chair  decidea  that  the  Joamal  must 
be  made  up  from  the  vote  as  it  now  atande,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  corrected  except  upon  the  meet- 
ing of  the  House  again,  when  it  ia  read  fbr  ap- 
proval. The  Chair  understandathat,  to  atrike  the 
Dame  from  the  roll,  woald  not  change  the  reaah; 
and  if  it  would,  he  does  not  think  a  motion  to 
amend  the  record,  at  thia  atage  of  proceedinga, 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  must  take  ap  appeal  from  the 
deciaion  of  the  Chair.  It  is  certainly  in  order  to 
have  the  name  of  a  member  who  did  not  vote 
atricken  fW>mtherr>ll.    < 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  m'istake  was  made  by  accident  or  design,  nor 
do  I  care  whether  it  would  change  the  result  or 
not.  I  airoply  know  the  fact  that  the  name  of  a 
member  haa  been  raeordedMlMviiigrvAled  when 


he  did  not  vote;  and  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  passed  over  in  silence. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttmpare.  The  Chair  de- 
cides, for  the  reasona  which  he  has  stated,  that 
the  propoaiiion  to  amend  the  record,  at  thia  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  is  not  in  order.  The  Journal 
muot  be  corrected,  if  at  all,  when  it  ia  read  at  the 
next  meeting  6(  the  Houae. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  do  not  deaire  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  nor  do  I  under* 
stand  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  aa  appealing.  1 
deaire,  however,  to  state,  that  if  the  facM  areas  I 
underaland  them,  I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  colled  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
them.  1  do  not  know  whether  the  miatake  was 
mode  by  inadvertence  or  by  deaign,  but  it  ia  eer» 
tainly  a  miatake  that  ahould  not  be  made,  and 
allowed  to  go  without  notice. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  It  ia  eertamly  very 
improper. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  certainly  agree  with  the 
gentleman  that  it  is  a  mistake  that  should  not  be 
made,  and  whtch  ought  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  If  there  has  been 
a  mistake  made  in  recording  a  vote,  I  presume 
tliere  will  be  no  objection  to  its  being  corrected. 
I  aak  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  have 
Mr.  Stitart's  name  atricken  from  the  roll. 

Mr.  HOWE.  It  aeems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  that  the  decision  of  the 
Chais  should  be  correct  in  a  caae  like  this,  and  I 
therefore  took  an  appeal  from  his  decision  for  the 

furpoae  of  allowing  the  House  to  settle  the  matter, 
say  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance  that 
we  should  have  a  correct  decision  upon  a  case  like 
this,  when  the  Jiouse  has  been  continuing  in  ses- 
sion for  thirty  hours  upon  a  question  of 

[Shouts  of  "Order!"  "Order!"  all  over  the 
Hall, and  much  confusion.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.   I  desire  to  say  a  single  word. 

r Renewed  cries  of  "  Order!"  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  wish  simply  tosay — - 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  call  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  to  order.  I  protest  against  any  state- 
ment being  made  from  that  side  of  the  Hall,  when 
nothing  could  be  allowed  to  be  said  upon  the  other 
aide. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  I  move  that  the  Houae  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  jiro  Umpvn.  That  motion  is 
not  in  order,  having  been  just  decided  by  the 
House.  The  Chair  haa  staled  his  decision,  and 
hs  desires  to  know  whether  any  genllemao  ap- 
peals? 

Mr.  HOWE.  Certainly ;  I  took  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  Chair  alata 
what  waa  bis  decision? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttmfvn.  The  Chair  de- 
cides that  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken, 
the  votea  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  without 
any  ol^actioa  being  made,  tha  vote  anaouooed, 
and  the  House  havuig<  proceeded  to  tha  conaident- 
tion  of  other  businaaa,  it  ia  too  late  to  moks  any 
correction  in  the  vote  at  thia  time.  It  will,  how- 
ever, be  in  order  to  comet  the  Joiirnal  whenever 
the  House  again  maela.  Tha  Chair  m  very  cleat 
in  the  belief  of  the  correcinesa  of  liis  deciaion,  and 
hs  ia.  aapiscially  so  ia  thia  caae,  when  the  correc- 
tion of  the  vote  would  not  change  the  rasult. 

Mr.  Ca&MBERLAIN.  But  when  i«  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Houae  to  be?  Suppose  thi* 
session  were  to  continue  on  until  it  adjourna  eiiia 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Then  there  would  be  na 
need  of  any  corrcotion  l>eing  made, 
Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  1  rise  to  make  a  aug- 

Salion  to  (he  Chair.  By  a  decision  of  the  Chair 
ia  very  day 

[Cries  of  "  Order  I"  and  oonfuaion.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  saa  any  dif- 
fieulty  iareferenee  to  this  matter.  If  tha  Journal 
ia  wrong,  it  oturht  lb  be  corrected. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  mora  that 
the  Houae  di  now  adjoarn, 

Mr,  RICHARDSON.  That  motion  ia  not  in 
order,  Mr.  Speaker.  The  laat  vote  taken  waa 
upon  amotion  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  frt  tempore.  The  Chair  de- 
cides that  the  motion  is  not  In  order,  for  the  rea- 
son that  no  buainesa  haa  intervened  aince  the 
House  refaaed  to  adjoarn, 

Mr.  HUQHES.    An  appeal  waa  UkeM  Amn 


the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the  yeaa  and  nays 
were  ordered  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  de- 
cides that  the  motion  ia  not  in  order. 

Mr.CHAMBBRLAIN.  I  commenced  inaking- 
a  suggestion  to  the  Chair,  and,  if  1  am  entitled  to 
the  floor,  I  wiah  to  occupy  it.  1  aay,  the  Chair 
haa  thia  very  day  made  a  decision  directly  oppo- 
site to  the  one  now  made  by  the  preaent  incum- 
bent of  tha  chair.  And  I  deaire  to  nay  that,  ao- 
oording  to  another  deciaion  of  tha  Chair,  the  earns 
session  of  the  House  may  continue  from  day  to 
day  until  the  close  ^of  the  eeaaion  of  Congresa, 
and  when  will  there  be  an  opportunity  to  correct 
the  Journal  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  same  aesaion  conUn- 
uea  on  in  that  way,  it  makea  not  much  difference 
whether  the  Journal  is  corrected  or  not. 

Mr.  CHAM  BERLAIN.  It  does  make  a  very 
great  difference. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  wiah  to  inquire,  if  the  House 
adjourns  now,  what  will  be  (he  first  boaipeas  in 
order  in  the  morning? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object  to  any  qnestiona 
of  that  aort  being  asked  or  answered . 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  busineee,  whatever  it  ie. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Mai«t.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  upon  that  I  d^ 
mand  the  yeaa  and  naya. 

Mr.  TWEED.  I  demand  lellera  upon  order- 
ing the  yeaa  and  naya. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meaara.  Twrbd  and 
HuGHCt  were  appointed. 

The  Houae  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  forly-five,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  tile  yeas  and  naya  wera  ordered. 

Mr.  SEfWARD.    I  deeire  to  say  a  single  word, 

[Cries  of  "  Order!"  and  great  confusion.] 

Mr.  CULLOM.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Cobb]  is  present,  I  trust  he  will  again 
Ereaent  the  "  olive  branch,"  for  there  seems  m 
e  considerable  sxeitemam  in  the  Hall.    [Laugh- 

The  question  was  taken  upon  (he  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  deieided  in  Uie  negotivo— yeas  69, 
nays  73.  ' 

So  the  House  refhssd  to  adjourn. 

Pehdine  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  HOWE  alated  that  he  had  paired  off  with 
Mr.  SiNGLCTOir. 

Mr.  PRINQLE  called  upon  the  Chair  to  en- 
force the  rule  againel  persons  crowding  round  the 
Clerk 's  d*sk  when  the  n>ll  waa  being  called. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  teonere.  No  memben 
have  come  to  the  Cleik's  desk. 

Mr.  PRINQLE.  I  know  it;  but  the  pages 
have,  and  informed  memben  of  the  stato  of  the 
vote.  It  is  contrary  to  an  express  rule  of  the 
House,  and  I  oak  IMl  the  practice  may  be  dis- 
continued. 

The  quntion  then  recurrf^  upOn  the  appeal 
fttMb  tha  deciaion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  rioa  to  a  pri«ilagad 
quetitionT  I  am  told  that,  upon  a  motion  that  the 
noace  adjourn  oome  little  time  ainee,  when  the 
vote  was  taken,  my  voto  was  recorded  hi  ih«  neg- 
htive.  I  wiah  to  state  to  ths  House  that  t  was  not 
preaent  when  that  vote  waa  taken,  and  if  J  had 
been,  I  ahould  not  have  voted,  having  paired  off 
with  Mr.  RoBnHs,  of  Penneylvania.  I  thought 
thia  explanation  itue  to  the  Honee.    . 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  would  again  suggest  that,  by 
Unanimoaa  consent,  the  name  of  Mir.  SnrAitT  be 
stricken  from  the  roll  upon  the  vote  to  which  he 
alludes. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  that  is  done  by  unanimous 
consent,  I  will  withdraw  my  appeal  from  the  de- 
ciaion of  the  Chair.  My  only  object  is  to  ha«« 
jnstiee  done,  end  it  seems  to  me  that  it  ia  but  just 
that  the  correction  ahonM  be  made. 

Then  waa  no  objection;  and  the  correction  waa 
accordingly  made. 

Mr.  HOWE.  That  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
me,  and  I  withdraw  my  appeal. 

Mr.  WBNTWORTH,  of  Maaaachueetu.  I 
move  a  call  of  the  Houee;  and  upon  that  motion 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  neys. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  That  motion  is 
already  pending,  ana  ihe  yeaa  and  naya  have  been 
ordered  upon  it. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  th« 
I*  naya. 
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The  SPEAKBR  par*  tempun.  That  motion  w 
not  in  order,  no  busineaa  having  iotervaaed  sioc* 
th*  Ho«ae  reftmed  to  adioum. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Ther*  bos  bMi)  biMi- 
«ara,  an  I  uaderalaod  it.  Thtt  appeal  of  the  ^n- 
tlenwa  (nm  Ptnniylvania  baa  been  diapoaed  of. 

The  SPEAKER  fro  ttmpore.  But  h*  withdrew 
Ike  appeal.  No  aciion  ot  the  Uouae  waa  taken 
upoH  it.  Tha  Chair  dacidaa  thai  tlia  motion  ia 
DDt  in  arder. 

Mr.  FLAOLER.  I  move  that  whan  thia  Honae 
adjeurna,  it  adjourjt  to  naet  oa  Monday  itaxt; 
•nd  ofion  that  Idaaiand  tlie  yaaa  and  naya. 

Mr.  TWEED.  1  deauBd tdlara  upon  ordeiios 
the  yeaa  and  naya. 

Telleta  were  ordaKd-,  aad  Maasnt.  Psacufi,  of 
New  York,  and  BmuEZT  were  appointed. 

The  Houae  waa  then  divided;  aad  the  tellaia 
ia|>erted  ibriy  in  the  a/frmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nnya  were  ordeaed. 

Mr.  BJtECKINMDGfi.  Ia  ih«  motioo  pend- 
iiif  to  etUfiarn  ov«r  till  Monday  I 

The  Speaker.    That  ia  the  mstia*  p«iding. 

Mr.  BaSCKINRIDOE.  I  oiovetiiat  there  be 
a  call  of  the  Hauaa. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thai  motion  iaabetdypaad- 
ine. 

Mp.  BBECKMIRIDQE.  But  I  aak  the  Chair 
if  i  have  not  the  right  to  make  the  motion,  a«  other 
businesa  baa  intervened  since  tha  motion  waa 
«Mla? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ia  of  tha  opinion 
that  tha  aiotisu  to  adjoorn  ovar  muat  have  prece- 
dence. 

Mr.  GLUfOMAN.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  we 
muat  have  a  quoron  to  adjoarn  ovar,  and  is  it  not 
in  order  to  iMkva  a  call  of  tha  Houae  to  crt>tain  a 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ia  of  opinion  that 
the  motion  to  adjourn  ovar  ia  one  of  a  more  privi- 
li^ed  chancier,  and  muat  take  precedence  over 
one  for  a  call  of  the  Houae. 

Mr.  BRECKIMRIDGE.  A  motion  w«a  mad«^ 
that  when  the  House  adjouma,  it  adjourn  to  meal 
«n  Monday  next.  .Upon  that  moiioD  the  yeaa 
pnd  rMkjea  were  ordered,  a^d  other  buaioeaa  inter- 
vened. I  contend  that,  under  these  circumetancea, 
I  have  the  right  lo  move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House,  and  that  the  motion  will  have  precedence 
over  that  to  adjourn  ovar. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  again  atataa  that 
•  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  ia  already  pand- 
iaig,  but  a  motion  having  been  made  to  adjourn 
over,  ha  decidea  that  it  must  talte  precedence,  for 
the  reason  that  a  motion  fixifig  a  day  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  House  is  onaof  higher  dignity  than  that 
ior  a  call  of  the  H<mae>  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  queaiien  now  ia  upon  adjournii^  over  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  question,  waa  than  taken;  and  decided  ia 
the  negative — yeas  67,  nays  81. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  MACE.  1  move  thai  the  Houae  do  now 
■djgliB»;  and -on  that  motion  1  demMd  the  yeas 
4md '  rnwro-  * 

Mr.  FRJiSTON.  I  notlMl  inauira  of  the  Chair 
whether  the  motion  to  a^ourn  aid  not  fail  once 
before,  wtiethar  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  did 
not  then  fail,  and  whether  tha  question  ia  tiet  now 
fln  the  rontion  that  lh«v  baa  call  of  the  Hofiaa? 

Tihe  SPEAKER.  Tb«  pandins  qiMsiiw  ia  oo 
the  motion  that  theraba  a  call  of  the  UotM*.  Tha 
Chair  thinka  that  the  motionto  adjourn  iain  order. 
The  Houae  may  have  refiMed  lo  adjourn  hefocain 
«rdar  that  it  miuht  at^ourn  owr. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  thought  that  there  WA»  no 
iatarvaiung  businesa  since  tha  question  waa  taken 
on  the  motion  toadjouan  to  atuy  eartain,*a  well 
•a  on  the  motion  to  adjouHi . 

The  SPEAKER.  TherabM  basit  no  busineaa, 
but  the  vote  of  the  HouM  on  the  proposition  to 
adjpura  to  a  apeeiflc  da^  might  have  a  controlling 
rflect  on  (he  vote  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  The  question  I  pot  to  the 
Speaker  is  this;  It  strikes  me  that,  under  the  rule. 
It  motion  to  adjourn  ov^r  lo  a  day  certain,  takes 
precedence  of  a  motien  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  true. 

Mr.  PREsiTON.  We  have  already  had  divis- 
ian  on  both  quMtiona.  I,  however,  yield  to  tha 
Chair,  not  desiring  to  make  the  point. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  two  questions  were  put, 
«ven  aocording  to  the  gentleman,  but  the  wrong 
one  Brat.    The  Chair  thinks  that  4w.«Mi«P^ 


adjoarn  iain  order, and  thatitiaoompetant  fottha 
House  to  adjourn, 
Tha  yeaa  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  HENN.  With  the  permiaaion  of  the 
House,  I  woulctput  an  interrogatory  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  truala  that  tha 
gaotleotaB  will  be  indulged. 

There  was  no  objection.  ' 

Mr.  HENN.  It  the  House  now  refnsea  to  ad- 
journ, will  it  be  in  order  immediately  afterwards 
10  move  that  the  House  adjourn  over^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wUl  decide  that 
queation  when  it  arises.  In  connection,  the  Cltair 
thinka  that  it  would  hardly  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Macb's 
motion  ;i  and  it  wa»  decided  in  tha  negative— yM« 
63,  nava  78. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  move  that  the  rulea  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Commiuea  of  the  Whole  Houae  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Oo  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeaa  and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  queation  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Oaow'i 
motion;  and  it  was  decidej  in  the  negative^yeaa 
48,  nays  69. 

So  the  Houae  refused  to  reaolve  itaelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  W ALLEY.  I  move  that  the  Hou*ae  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  THURSTON.  I  demand  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  TWEED.  I  demand  tellers  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellera  were  ordered}  and  Meaara.  Cruacb- 
WELL  and  Sapp  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered;  the  tellers; having  reported — ayes 
thirty-seven;  more  than  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

The  question  was  then  taken  pn  Mr.  Wallet's 
motion;  and  it  waa  decided  in  the  negative— yeaa 
54.  nays  79. 

So  the  House  (at  ten  minntea  to  six  o'clock,  p. 
m.)  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  that  the  Houae  re- 
solve itseirinto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calendar;  and  on  that  motion  1  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  I  move  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table;  and  on  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  ia  not  i&  order,  for 
the  reason  that  the  motion  made  by  thegentleman 
from'  New  York  ia  of  such  a  character  that  it  may 
berepeated  every  ten  minutes  if  the  House  should, 
in  the  interim, go  to  anv  other  business,  or  if  any 
other  motion  should  be  made.  No  advantage 
qan,  therefore,  be  gained  to  the  House  or  to  the 
mover  by  the  (notion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  would  ask  if- the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
is  in  order,  when  there  is  already  a  motion  pending 
to  go  into  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  was  such  a  motion 
pending  half  an  hour  agn,  but  the  Chair  ia  in- 
Ibrmed  that  it  has  been  voted  on,  and  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  in  order. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  1  move  tha^  when  this 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next;  ana  on  that  motion  I  ask  fur  the  yeas  ami 
nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decidea  that  that 
niMtien  is  out  of  order  at  this  time.  The  ground 
upon  which  the  Chair  so  decides  is  this:  It  is  a 
highly  privileged  motion,  one  mo^e  so  than  even 
a  motion  toa^urn,  and  takes  precedence  of  that. 
The  gentleman  cannot,  therefore,  be  deprived  of  his 
right  to  have  a  vole  of  the  House,  before  the  ad- 
journment, upon  the  propoaition  to  adjourn  oiver. 
If  a  motion  were  made  at  thia  momeol  to  adjourn, 
the  proposition  to  adjourn  till  Monday  next  wonlJ 
take  precedence  of  it.  Tha  Chair  thmka  that  is  a 
fair  and  practical  view  of  the  subject,  and  one  that 
certainly  will  deprive  no  gentleman  of  hia  right  to 
have  a  vote  of  the  House  upon  a  proposition  to 
adjourn  over. 

The  qoealion  now  ia  on  themouon  of  the{^n- 
tleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fekton,]  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar,  on  whi«h  lh«  ye«a  and 
fMJW  w^  demsttdtd. 


Mr.  RUFFIN.  I  call  for  leUev  on  tha  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Tellers.wera  orderad;  and  Micaars.  FBiiTOiir,aiiiI 
Batlt  of  Virginia,  were  Kfpou»td. 

The  House  waa  then  divided  on  the  dcmaail 
for  the  yeas  and  naya;  and  the  teilsra  reported 
ihirty-aix  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered, 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  ask  to  be  excawd  fr««t 
voting  on  this  queation . 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  what  qoealion  ?  On 
the  motion  of  the  gantlaman  from  New  York« 
[Mr.  Fenton  ?] 

Mr.  GOODRICH.    Yea,  nir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  auppoaaa  the 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  move  that  he  be  excused, 

Mr.  GOODRICH.    I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  aak  for  the  ysaa  and  naya 
upon  it. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  I  demand  teUera  on  the  j»tm 
and  naya, 

TeUera  wer*ordarad;  and  Meaara.  Kmtv  and 
FsMTOii  wane  appointed. 

Tba  Hotise  waa  then  divided  on  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellera  reported  thirty 
four  in  the  ai&rmative. 

So  the  yeaa  and  niya  wera  ordered. 

Mr.  CUMMING.  As  I  have  voted  with  the 
majority  here  all  the  time — and  I  have  been  voti«C 
till  I  am  nearly  half-dead — 1  want  to  make  aan^' 
gestion,  if  I  may  be  allowed  lo  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.    Ia  it  tha  pleamra  of  the  , 
Houa».thal  thegentleman  shall  ba  heard  i 

[Loud  criaa  of  •'  Aneed  I"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  heara  no  objcor 
tion,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  prt^ 
oeed. 

Mr,  CUMMING.  I  believe  that  this  diffieuItT, 
which  we  are  naw  eodeavoring  to  struggle  ihrougAt 
arisea  from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  a  very  few  g«n> 
tlemen  to  make  some  remarks  about  this  NebrBskji 
question;  and  I  really  hope  that  the  aide  to  whicjh 
I  belong,  the  majority  here,  will  eonacnt,  provided 
the  other  side  will  agree  to  poatp^ne  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill  for  one  week  from  Tu^ay,  to  lei 
those  gentlemen  have  the  intermediate  time  toaaw 
what  t  hey  pleaae.  1  really  hope  the  majority  wiU 
agree  to  that. 

Mr.  KERR.    We  are  all  williqg  to  do  thiH- 

[Cries  of  "  Certainly !"] 

Mr.  COBB.  We  will  agree  to  that;  now  let 
gentlemen  on  the  other  aide  aay  if  they  will  agree 
toil. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-  What  ia  the  question  be- 
fore the  Houae  i  i  object  lo  all  conTersaiion  ib»H 
is  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  geotlamoii  New  York 
asked  and  obtained  the  unanimoua  coqaent  of  lh« 
House  to  make  a  atiggestion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  I  hope  wa  ahall 
now  proceed  with  the  regular  bu|»it«w  irefore  the 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  k  made  U>  the 
propoaition. 

Many  Memveiu,    What  proposition? 

Mr.  LETCHER.    WhoobjecU? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  do. 

Tha  SPEAKER.  By  the  unanirooKa  eonaant 
of  the  Houae,  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorib 
being  therefore  in  ordar,  made  a  proposition  to  the 
House  to  postpone  the  special  order,  being  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill,  for  one  week,  thatlhediacue- 
sion  might  be  continued  upon  the  Nebraake  hill. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  hope  that  those  who  are  oppoaed 
to  the  bill  will  accept  that  offer, 

rCriiaof  "Good!"] 

It  is  a  fair  propoaition,  and  any  wan  who  dow 
not  accept  it  is  liable  to  the  charge  of  being  • 
Cactiotiist. 

[Renewed  cries  of  "Good!"  "Good!"  and 
•houla of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  of  UUnois.  I  oaU  for 
the  tegular  order  of  busineaa. 

The  queation  waa  then  taken  on  the  motion  thai 
Mr.  Goodrich  be  excused  from  voting  on  Mr. 
Fsntom's  motion;  and  it  waa  decidcdin  .the  iMse- 
tive— yeas  35,  nays  95. 

So  Mr.  Goodrich  waa  not  excused. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Pentoji'i  mo- 
tion that  the  Houae  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar,  it 
waa  taken;  and  decided  in  the  negative— ye^a S9« 

'*'Ut.  CAMP3EM-    i  w*»  *^  ▼•>*»  *• 
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Hours  adjouiita,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  TttMday 
bext;  «nd  on-that  motioii  t  demmd  the  yttm  ami 
mya. 

The  Sf'BAKfiR.  Len  than  an  htiar  ago  tke 
Chair  decided  that  that  motion  was  not  in  order. 
I'he  Chair  thinks  he  is  Jaetified,  under  the  dreum- 
atances,  in  making  ih«t  decision,  and  begs  leave 
to  repeat  that  it  ia  a  very  highly  privileged  mo- 
tion—^ven  m«re  so  than  the  motion  to  adjourn 
itself.  Mo  meMbets  therefore,  can  be  deprived  of 
his  ri^ht  to  have  a  vote  of  the  House  upon  such 
•  motion  before  an  adjournment  takes  place.  The 
Chair  lieels  that  this  is  a  fairadministration  of  the 
P^^t,  and  decides  the  motion  out  of  order  until  a. 
motion  to  adjourn  is  made.  Then  it  is  in  ortmr 
tod  supersedTes  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURK,  of  Maine,  i  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adJoam,amd  on  that  I  eall  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMPBBLL.  1  noW  more  that  when 
the  House  adjourns,  it  ■adjourn  to  meet  on  Tn»a- 
4ay  next;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Wheeler.  I  ask  (brtsliemoD  the  yeas 
And  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;- and  Messrs.  Oahpbbli. 
«nd'  Vail  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand 
'fi>r  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  t«ll«n  reported 
thirty-nine  in  the  affirmatrre. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WBSTBROOK.  1  ask  leave tointroduee 
-»  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object.  I  tried  ysater- 
day  to  make  a  suggestion  myself,  but  wias  net 
permitlrd  to  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wilt  hold  the  gen- 
tleman as  strictly  to  the  rule  as  he  can. 

Mr.  WASH  BORN,  of  Maine.  Let  Ae  rsM- 
lotion  be  read  for  information. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    No;  I  object  to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
lla*  a  right  to  otiject,  andaa  h*ob}eat*,  the  reso- 
lution cannot  be  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Would  It  te  in  eitder  for 
-me  to  mot^e  that  the  resolution  bs  read  ? 

The  SE^AKBR.  The  Chair  thinks  not,  •• 
the  reaolution  is  not  now  before  the  body.    The 

Jjueation  now  is  upoirihe'motioti  ofthe  gemteman 
rom  Ohio,  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  ORR.    Can  that  motion  be-entsrtaincd? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  A  motion  was  entsrieinad 
'^'^sferday  to  adjourn  till  Monday. 

't%e  tGiPEAKBR.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
motion  can  be  entertained.  It  has  been  the  practiee 
«f  each  branch  of  Congress,  when  it  deshres  to 
adjourn  ove;-  for  four  whole  days,  to  regafrl  €hHi- 
'4ay  as  nM  6ne  of  the  legislative  days. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Butfrom  to-day  till  Tuesday, 
-■iMith  days  inclusive,  is  four  days. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  onl]r  states  what 

■iMMf  been  the  decision  heitMfore.    It  is  competent 

for  the  House  to  determine  the  queetion  for  itself. 

Mr.  KERR.  With  great  defefCnee  to  the  Chair, 
''I  hope  th«  House  will  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  it  is  a  constitutional qo««- 
tion,  each  ^tlemon  must,  as  «■  matter  of  coorse, 
Uaeide  it  for  himself. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  We  can  deeida  H  as  wall  en 
this  vote  as  in  any  other  way. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  50,  nays  95. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  wnrudtil  Tusa- 
°'d»y  nwt. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
•llpon  the  motion  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Upon  tint 
motion  I  demand  the  yeaa«iid  nays. 

Tellers  were  demmdedi  and  ordered,  upon  the 
)reas  and  nays;  ami  Messrs.  Davm  oif  Indiana, 
and  Cahpbcll  were  appointed. 

The  Hoase  being  itivided,  the  ullers  reported — 
ayes  thirty-three;  noes  not  coented. 

So  the  ysas  and  nays  were  ordered; 

The  question  waa  tlientaksn;  and  liHnwerst»— 
ytuiSS,  naye  d3. 

Co  the  Heuee  TcAwsd  -to  adjounii 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Question  now  recurs 
tqwn  iOie'mation  for  a  eall  or  the  House. 

Mr.  MATTBSON.  Win  it  now  be  in  oitkr 
to  make  a  motion  that  theMouse  adjourn  OTer? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  afe&TTSaOtr.    I  iiio«»<  Umi,  tliat^e 


Bouee  reeotveitaelf  intoli  OommiMeeof  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  B£NSON.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  OuaeXAN 
and  Pabkbh  were  appointed. 

The  tellers  reported  ayea  forty,  noes  not  eoented, 


The  SPEAKER. .  That  is  less  than  a  aMjority"  question  of  order. 


of  a  quorum,  and  the  motion  is  lost. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  t  movs  that  when  the 
House  adjourna,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decided,  and  the 
Houss  acquiesced  in  the  decision,  that  tliat  mo- 
tion would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  die  yeae  and 
oays  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn  over. 

THE  OLIVE  BRANCH  INTENDED. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  wish  to 
make  a  proposition  to  the  House,  and  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  hear  me. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.    I  object. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  will  withdraw  his  objection,  until  we  hear 
what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Wkibht]  has  to  say. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
does  not  know  what  I  desire  to  stale. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
objected,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I.  desire  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion, which  I  think  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  insist  upon  his  objection? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.     I  do. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  excuse  the  Chair  for  declarine  him 
to  be  out  of  order,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
rises  in  his  place,  and  insists  upon  his  olyeclion. 
Discussion  is,  therefore,  out  of  order. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  withdraw  my  ot^ecUon. 

Mr.  STAATTON.  The  objection  cannot  be 
withdrawn,  as  the  Cleric  liad  commenced  ealing 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbs  attention  of  the  gentle- 
mao  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  House  is  colled 
for  a  single  moment.  The  Clerk  had  earameneedn 
^ling  the  roll,  aad  there  had  been  one  response. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Wa>bbi;r)i] 
now  rises  in  his  place,  and  withdraws  his  abjection. 
If  it  is  the  unanimous  pleasure  of  the  House,  the 
gentleman  from  PenneyU^ia  will  be  at  liberty  to 
proceed  with  the  remarks  he  desires  (a  moke. 

Mr.  PENIi<)NQTON,;„  1  object. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    I  was«boul  to  say 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  withdraw  my  otyec- 
tion  for  the  reason  that  1  understand  the  -gentle- 
man froiq  Pennsylvania  desires  merely  to  propound 
an  inquiry  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  deaires  to  know 
whether  there  is  a  single  objection,  upon  the  part 
of  any  member,  to  the  genueman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania proceedine  With  his  remarks? 

Mt.  CULLOM.  I  objecti  I  dp  not  went  any 
more  ex  parte  statements. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  1  have  tendered  the  olive 
branch;  but  they  will  not  take  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  motion,  no  propoaition 
is  in  order,  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  pf 
the  House,  and  it  is  not  very  oidtrly  to  stop  fil- 
ing the  roll  even  in  that  case. 

The  qiustioa  was  then  takes;  ami  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  88. 

80  uie  House  refused  to  adjourn  over. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  reounion 
the  motion  that  the  House  do  now  adjourq. 

Mi.  PENNINGTON.  I  caU  for  the  yaa»|^(d 
nays  on  ihat  motion. 

Mr.UOODRICH.  laakforteHeraonotdering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Msssra.  Kkitt  'and 
,  Pahuhi.  were-appointed.' 

The  House  was  then  dividsd;  and  the  tfllers 
:  reported  liurtjr-niae  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  wcreonlcred. 

The  queetion  wae  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  waa  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
63,  navs  85. 

fib  tne  House  refuesd  to  adjourn. 

Psading  liie  annoancameHt  0/  the  -reauU  of  Ae 
'  vote,' 


Mr.  WEIB&LBR.  I  desire  to  sts*e«  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  not  voted  in  eenseqnsnoe  of 
my  having  paired  off  eritit  Mr.  iBSBntoiA,  of 
Connectieut,  antil  nine  oUotdt  to-eaerraw  mee«> 
ing. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  8paak> 
er,  I  want  to  moke  on  inquiry  with  respecj  10  a 


The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  sinie  hie  aeaiion  of  order. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  underetond,  Mr.  Speakw, 
that,  under  the  order  of  business,  the  Pacific  rail- 
road bill  will  be,  on  Tuesiiay,  the  utccial  order 
of  the  day.  Now,  my  inquiry  to  the  Chair  is 
this:  if  the  House  shall  continue  its  session  over 
Monday,  what  rfieet  would  the  continuance  of 
that  session  hnve  on  the  special  order  ? 
-  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  doe  to  a 
question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  state  his  question  of  osder. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  object,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
this. Wftv  of  elFecting  an  object. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Mr.  Speaker— — 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  rises  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
the  Chair  is  cnninelled  to  sustain  that  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  having  been 
requested  to  do  so,  I  withdraw  my  objectiun. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  reneV 
my  queoiion  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Oh,  there  is  no  necessJty. 
We  will  take  up  and  dispose  of  this  queatioa  of 
order  when  we  reach  it.  It  will  be  time  enough 
next  week  for  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  about  to 
observe,  that  he  must  so  far  regard  his  position  aa 
to  withhold  his  decision  of  questions  in  advance. 
The  Chair  will  be  prepared  to  decide  them  when 
tbey  arise. 

The  Question  recurring  on  the  motion  that  there 
t>e  a  call  of  the  House — 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  On  that  T  call  for  the  yti$ 
and  nays. 

Mr.  GOODRICH-  I  ask  tellers  on  the  ye«a 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meaat*.  Campabll 
and  Goodrich  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  dividkd ;  and  ih»t*IUrs  reported 
thirty-seven  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  naya  were  ordersd. 
"The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  Itfotien  for 
a  call  of  the  House;  and  it  w<m  decided  id  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  57,  nays  90. 

Pending  the  announcement  <ff  the  result  of  the 
vote, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  Ibfr.  Speattfr.  I 
have  not  voted,  ks- '(  have  paired  off  with  Mr. 
"WiM.*,  of  Wisconsin. 
'  A^o,  pending  the  announcement  of  the  vot^, 
Mr.  CuNCMAM  was  atanding  on  the  platform  df 
the  dirk's  desk. 

Mr.  WHEELBR.  I  i-ise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  «i 
question  of  order.  ' 

The  'SPEAKER.  •  The  genUenmi  will  state 
'bis  queetion; 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  the  gentleimn  from 
North  Carolina  [ttr.  Ci  ikomaw]  to  order.  It  is 
not  in  order  for  members  to  stand  at  the  Clerk  \i 
ilesk  while -the  roll  is  being  called. 

The  SPEAKER.  No;  it  is  not  hi  order  for 
gentleman  to  approach  the  Clerk's  desk  whijs  the 
Clerk  i««riKng  the  roll.  ,  .  " 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  rteameil 
hi*  seat.  '  - 

The  SPEAKER.  TheqMetien-nowrecM'son 
the  motkin  to  excuse  the  {>entleman  fVetti' Maine 
[Mr.  WA«HBtTRK]  from  voting  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  resohitien  otosing  dMate  on 
fhe  Nebraska  bill. 

Mr.  MACB,(at'<tf(eenmimll«eof  nirieo'ehMk,) 
p.  m.)  I  move  that  the  Hooee  do  neV  adjourn; 
and  on  that-  motion  i  eall  for  theifMeaad.aa(f*. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  think,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  when  the  Houseealjoarnsritishould  edjoum 
to  Blest  «n  Tuesday  B«xt;aad  I  moke  ths-raolion 
•That  it  do  en. 

M?.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  bsg  to  propound  an 
interrogatory  to  the  Chair.  I  desire  to  know,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether,  ifwt  should  now  adjourn  to 
to-morrow  at  twelve  o'cloek,  the  business  which 
is  now  before  the  House  would  «M  b*  tlw  icat 
ukatimmtin  lonier  Ut-matrom^ 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  object. 
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Th*SP&AKBR.  Ym;  that  would  bathe  buii- 
ncM  fifM  in  order.     ■ 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Then,  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  House  ought  now  to  adjourn  orer,  aa  it 
is  evident  to  every  genlleman  that  we  can  accom- 
pliah  nothing  aa  we  are  now  going  on. 

M(.  CAMPBELL.  I  made  objection  to  prop- 
oaitiona  coming  from  the  other  side;  and  I  do  ao 
with  that  of  mj  eolleafue.    I  object  to  thia. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  queation  is  on  the 
notion  to  a^oum  over  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.^AMiPBELL.  And  on  that  motion  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nay*. 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  ordtr- 
inethe  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Camtbell 
-and  CuNauAN  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty-three  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
wish  to  announce  that  I  am  unwell,  and  that  I 
have  conaequently  peured  off  with  Mr.  Smith,  of 
New  York.  I  think,  that  that  ia  a  pretty  aafe 
pair.  ' 

Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  very  good,  indeed.  [Laugh- 
ter.! 

Mr.  OENSOX.  "  Birde  of  a  feather  flock  to- 
gether.''[Renewed  laughter.1 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  whether 
it  is  in  order  or  parliamentary  to  pair  off  in  this 
way  generally  ? 

'The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sees  nothing  in 
the  rules  which  recognizes  the  right  of  members 
to  pair  off. 

'The  queation  was  then  taken;  and  it  waa  de-' 
eided  in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  97. 

So  the  House  refused  to  ^djourn,  when  it  ad- 
journs, until  Tuesday  next. 

TheSPEAKER pre  tempore,  (Mr.  Orr.)    The 

?iueation  recurs  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
rom  Indiana,  [Mr.  Macs,]  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BDGERTON.  I  moTS  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER  tiro  tempore.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  takes  precedence,  and  must  first  be  put. 

Mr.SAGE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  naysupon 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SEWAHD.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  na^s. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Tuesday  next;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive-^yeas  47,  nays  97. 

The  SPEAKER  pro;<np«r<,  (Mr.  Orr.)  The 

auestion  now  recurs  upon  the  motion  of  the  geo- 
enan  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mack,]  that  the  Bouse 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  EdGERTON.  I  move  that  the  Hoose  do 
pow  reaolve  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  tempore.  The  nootion  to 
adjourn  takes  precedence,  and  must  be  first  pMt 
anil  dispoaed  of. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  call  forthe  yeasand  nays  upon 
tba  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Georgia.  And  upon  that 
motion  I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mcasrs.  Tatlob  of 
New  York,  and  Tatlor  of  Tennessee,  were 
■ppoioted. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  teHers  reported 
forty-three  in  the  affirmaiiva,  (a  sufficient  num- 
ber.) 

So  the  yeaa  and  navs  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  da- 
ciAed  in  the  negative — yeaa  61,  naya  85. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  qneaUon 
. now  recurs  upon  the  motion  to  excuse  thegentle- 
man  firora  Mains  [Mr.  WAiHauRv]  from  voting 
npott  the  propositioa  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
•achusetta  [Mr.  Banki]  to  lay  upon  the  table  the 
rcsotution  of  the  gentleman  -  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 

RlCMARMOH.] 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  more  that  the  Hooae 
flow  reaolveiiself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Privatt  Calendar. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  thai  nwlion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays.  j  .    ■ 


Mr.  MORGAN.  And  upon  that  propoaition 
I  call  for  teller*. 

Tellera  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cbahdler 
and  Chvrchwcll  were  appointed. 

Tha  House  waa  then  divided,  and  tba  tellera 
reported  forty  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient 
number.) 

So  the  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Pending  this  motion, 
'  Mr.  CAMPBELL  said:  It  is  now  getting  well 
on  in  the  evening,  and  I  move  that  the  Houae  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  STU  A  RT,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  for  tollers  upon 
the  demand  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Faitlkncr, 
and  PcKKiNi  of  New  York  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeaa  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty -one  in  the  nffirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Pending  this  motion, 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  that 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  PRINGLE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SAGE.  And  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  the 
call  for  yeas  and  naya. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  motion  to  adjourn  over  until  Tuesday  ia  a 
motion  to  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  and 
is  not  in  order,  under  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Speaker 
haa  decided  otherwi8e,and  the  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  appeal  fVom  the  deciaion 
of  the  Chair.  [Laughter.1 

Tellera  were  then  oi-dered;  end  Messrs.  Cox 
and  Eaitmah  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided:  and  the  tellera 
reported  ayes  forty-nine,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  adjourn  over;  and  it  was  decidetlin  thenegative 
— yeas  49,  nays  93. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  gave  notice  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  Zollicofper. 

The  question  then  j-ecurred  upon  the  motion 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  upon  which  the 
yeas  and  nnys  had  been  ordered. 

"The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  54,  naya  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Edgcrtok,]  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar;  upon  which  the  yeaa  end  nays  had 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
Toting  upon  that  motion. 

Mr .  S  AGE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
that  motion. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  demand  tellera  upon  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BDGERTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. I  ask  that  no  man  shall  be  recognized  as 
demanding  tellers  unless  he  rises  upon  his  feet 
and  makes  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
endeavor  to  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  WALSH.  1  rise  to  a  questloh  of  order. 
I  demand  to  know  whether  any  man  has  the  right 
to  gel  up  here  and  raise  questions  of  order  with- 
out reducing  tht^m  to  writing  i 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Any  member 
raising  a  question  of  order  must  reduce  it  to  wri- 
ting, if  required  by  any  member. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  air,  I  re<^aire  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  shall  reduce  hia  queation  of 
order  to  writing. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mesars.  PBinrmeTOv 
and  CuNGHAN  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  yeaa  and  naya;  and  the  tellera 
reported  forty-one  in  the  affimalAVC,  (a  aufficient 
mtmber.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PECK,  (at  a  quartar  paat  tan  o'clodr,  p. 
m.^    I  move  that  the  Houaa  do  now  adjoofti. 

Mr.  HOWE.    I  riae  to  a  queation  of  or^ar.  I 


understand  tha  gantlenutn  from  Vermont  aaka  t» 
be  exeuaed  from  voting  upon  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  on  the  Private  Calendar.  Now, 
air,  I  desire  to  inquire  whether  the  gentleman  haa 
aaaigned  any  reaaon  for  making  hia  requeal.  Ha 
may  have  a  very  good  reaaon 

ICriea  of  "  Order !"  "  Order !"} 

Mr.  KERR.  I  riae  to  a  question  of  order.  It 
is  not  a  legitimato  point  of  order  that  the  gentle- 
man is  making.  It  is  but  another  pretext  for  con- 
suming time.    I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  nae  to  a  privileged  queation.  1 
move  that  when  tha  Houae  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday  next;  and  I  demand  tha  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  PECK.  Idemand  the  yeasand  nay  a  upon 
my  motion  that  the  Houae  adjourn. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  Mr. 
Sagk'i  motion. 

The  queation  waa  than  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  negative— yeaa  48,  naya  73. 

So  the  Houaa  refuaad  to  adjourn  over  till  Mon- 
day next. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Paex't 
motion  that  the  Houae  do  now  adjourn;  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  naya  had  been  demanded. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  call  for  teUeif 
upon  ordering  the  yeas  and  naya. 

Tellers  were  ordered  and  Meaoa.  Cbahbbrladi 
and  AsHB  were  appointed. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  riae  to  make  an  inquiry.  One 
of  my  frienda  upon  tha  other  aide  suggested  to  me 
aomeihing  about  an  increase  of  mileage  in  coq> 
seqasneaof  their  jouroeys  through  the  tellera.  I 
will  inquire  how  much  incrcaae  tha  lulaa  will 
allow  them  >    [Laughter.] 

Tha  SPEAKER  pre  tempore.  It  ia  not  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Chairto  determine  the  queation  of  tha 
mileaga  of  membera.  That  ia  a  queation  which 
more  properly  cornea  under  tha  Junadietion  of  tba 
Committee  on  Mileage. 

Tha  Houaa  was  then  dirided  upon  ordering  tha 
yeas  and  nayat  and  the  tollers  reported  forty-fo«r 
in  the  affirmatiye,  (a  aufficient  number.) 

So  tha  yaas  and  naya  ware  ordered. 

The  question  waa  taken  upon  the  motion  that 
thet  Houaa  adjonm;  and  decided  in  iha  negative— 
yeaa  53,  naya  68. 

So  tha  Houaa  refuaad  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  now  rceura  on 
the  motion  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Mbacham]  ba  axcnaed  from  voting  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  EneERToii] 
thai  the  rulea  be  suapended,  and  that  the  Houaa 
resolve  itself  into  a  Commiltas  of  liia  Wltola 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  Houaa. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Rhode  labuid.  I  demand  tha 
yeaa  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  VAIL.  I  dsmond  tellera  on  orderii^  Itia 
yeas  and  naya. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Maaars.  MAmaaai 
and  RowE  were  appointed. 

The  Houaa  waa  then  divided;  and  the  toilers 
reported  ayea  forty-four,  more  than  one  filUi  ofja 
quorum. 

So  the  yeaa  and  9ays  were  ordered. 

The  queation  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  WaiS- 
•DBw'i  motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeaa 
41,  nays  81. 

So  the  House  refuaad  to  order  a  call. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  again  recuraon 
the  motion  that  the  gtntlaoHUi  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Meachah]  be  excused.  The  yeaa  and  q^ya  hwre 
already  been  ordered  on  the  queatian. 

Mr.  W ALLEY.  I  move  that  the  Houae  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  move  that  when  the 
Hooac  adjoams,  it  be  to  meet  on  MondM  next. 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vii;ginia.  I  demand  telleia  on 
theyeaa and  naya. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meaai*.  Pbck  and 
FAnLKHBB  ware  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  (b«,  lallan 
reported — ayea  forty-two,  more  than  on*  fifth  of 
a  anoram. 

Mr. CAMPBELL.  Atlheang^ealionof  friaoda 
of  the  bill  on  the  other  side,  I  withdiav  my  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  till  Monday  next  for  the  present. 

Mr,  RJCHARDSON.    Anumbarof  the  oppo- 
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■%nified  their  Mfire  that  thejr  might  hav*  until 
to-morrow  to  deliberate  on  their  course  in  this 
matter. 

(CrieB  of  "Give  ua  until  Monday!"  "No;  to- 
morrow '."] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    Until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  We  shall  wantsometime 
for  sleep. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  With  the  view  of  afford- 
ing them  the  opportunity  they  wish,  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

tpriea  of  "Let  na  adjourn  until  Monday!" 
"To-morrow  is  time  enough  !"  as  well  as  others, 
were  heard  amid  the  prevailing  confusion  in  the 
Hall.] 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  aak  the  gentlemen  fh>m  Illinois 
to  listen  to  me. 

TheSPEAKER,  (Mr.  Oaa  in  the  Chair.)  The 
gentleman  will  suspend  until  order  be  restored  in 
the  Hall. 

After  members  had,  to  some  extent,  returned 
their  seats, 

The  SPEAKER  said:  The  Chair  recognizes 
the  eenlleman  from  Louisiana.  « 

NIr.  HUNT.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Illinoia 
permit  me  to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    Certainly » sir. 

[Cries  of  "  That's  right !"  "  Hear  him  S"! 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  HUNT.  The  friends  of  union  and  con- 
stitutional liberty  are  anxious  to  bring  this  matter 
to  an  amicable  cbhcldsion.  As  one  of  them,  it  is 
the  strongest  wish  of  my  heart.  If  yoa  will  ad- 
journ, gentlemen,  until  Monday,  you  will  give  us 
full  time  for  conferring  with  our  fl-iends. 

I  belone  to  noclique.  I  am  associated  with  no 
caucus.  1  have  no  factious  feeling  in  my  bosom. 
I  speak  as  a  patriot  for  the  good  of  my  country. 
If  you  will  join  me  in  the  same  spirit  of  liberty, 
in  tne  same  feeling  of  friendship,  I  will  unite  with 
you  to  bring  about  an  end  which  I  believe  will 
promote  the  harmony  and  welfare  of  the  whole 
country.  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  accede  to  that 
proposition. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  nlyself  most 
gladly  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana;  bat  my  friends  on  this  side  of 
the  House  have  advised  me  to  the  course  which  I 
have  already  indicated.  When  assembled  here 
to-morrow,  I  trust  that  we  can  discuss  and  arrang* 
preliminaries  which  will  lead  to  the  result — aa  de- 
•irable  to  me  asit  is4o  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana. I  aincerely  trust  that  we  may  be  abls  to 
doit. 

'  Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  wish  to  say 
a  single  word  of  reply  to  the  geatleman-  from 
Louisiana. 

rCrifs  of  "  Go  oji !"  "  Hear  him  !"1 
,  Mr.  STEPHENS.    While  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  may  occupy  the  position  he  8tatea,-yct 
be  cannot  speak   fpr  those  who   have  been  ob- 
structing the  business  of  the.House. 

Mr.  HUNT.  Oq*  word  as  to  that.  Several 
gentlemen  connected-  with  those  who  have  been 
acting  here  to-day  «f  opponents  of  the  jl>ill  have 
requested  me  to  consider  what  plan  I  could  devise 
to  brflg  this  matter  ,to  an  amicable  adjustment. 
It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  hava  some  hope  of 
■uccesa.  But  I  do  think  that  it  would  be  reason- 
able in  the  gentleman  to  accede  to  what  I  have 
propoaed. 

[Cries  of  ■!  Ouestionl"  "  Cluestion !"] 
.  Mr.  STEPHENS,  I  have  but  one  other  re- 
mark; that  is,  the  gentleman  cannot  speak  for 
them,  and  I  state  it  with  aU'dosreapcet;  that  white 
he  wishes  harmony, and  while  he  doea  not  desire 
unnecessarily  to  obstruct  Isgislation,  yet  be  muat 
■ee  that  there  is  a  determinatian  aanong  a  large 

Krt  of  those  who  ffit  with  him — without  any 
rsaony  of  feeling  onthat  point,  i  hava  do  doubt, 
bat  still  aettog  with  him— who  continuously  inland 
to  throw  obstmctioDS  in  the  way  of  the  paaaage 
•rtfae  Ull. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  would  aak  the  gentleman 
and  the  House  to  allow  me  to  say  a  word? 

(Cries  of  "Hear  him  !'T 

Mr.  CULLOM.  "1  have  been  acting,  Mr. 
Speaker,  ficmly  with  those  who  have  resisted 
what  I,  for  one,  have  regarded  as  an  attempt  in 
some  degree  to  stifle  deW>te  on  this  very  imporunt 
question.  I  havs  been  actuated  by  no  factious 
ftefigg.    I  lutve,  fhAi'dK  fiiM,  been  dMermMlii  to 


resort  to  nothingdisorganizing  to  defeat  the  passnge 
of  this  bill,  if  it  be  the  deliberate  intention  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  that  itshall  pass  this  ordeal; 
but,  sir,  I  have  thought  that  we  have  not  had  that 
full  discussion  yet  which  the  importance  of  the 
question  deserves.  When  that  discussion  shtdl 
have  been  exhausted,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
will  stand  in  the  way  and  impede  the  legitimate 
legislation  of  the  country. 

How  far  I  may  yield  my  opposition  to  the  bill 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say;  but  I  will  say  to  the 

fentleman  from  Georgia,  and  1  will  say  to  this 
louse,  and  to  the  country,  that  I  have  been 
prompted  in  ell  that  I  have  done,  and  I  will  be 
prompted  in  all  that  I  may  do,  by  a  desire  to  per- 
fect this  measure,  so  that  it  may  redound  to  the 
greates*  possible  good  of  the  country.  If  it  be 
consummated,  then  my  opposition  shall  cease. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  One  word.  The  gentle- 
man saya  that  he  wants  full  discussion.  I  will 
not  moot  the  auestion  with  that  gentleman  how 
long  he  would  want  the  bill  discussed;  perhapa 
two  months,  or  six  months.  The  Houee,  Mr. 
Speaker,  must  bethejudeeof  that  question.  It  has 
been  so  for  ten  years.  We  have  had  questions  of 
peace,  and  questions  of  war  taken  after  less  debate 
than  has  already-been  permitted  on  this  measure. 
A  majority  of  the  body  think  that  enough  of  the 
public  time  has  been  taken  up  in  speeches.  Then 
the  gentleman  does  not  wish  to  offer  factious  op- 
position to  the  bill  when  a  majority  have  thus 
expressed  themselves!  I  think  that  the  will 
of  the  majority  should  be  carried  out  in  cloainc; 
debate  on  the  subject.  So  they  have  determined. 
The  pending  question  before  the  House  is,  wbcth.- 
er  debate  shall  be  closed.  We  were  willing  to 
haveex|end|^  the  time  for  discussion  to  another 
week,  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  the  House; 
But  what  I  say  'is,  that  there  are  men  here  with 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Cdi.* 
loh]  is  acting,  who  will  not  agree  to  a  week,  who 
will  not  agree  to  a  month,  who  will  notagreetaa 
year.  ,  Yea,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  man  acting 
with  that  gentleman  who  deotare  that  their  object 
is  faction.  And  we  have  heard  the  proclamation 
coming  firoffl  a  neighboring  city  which,  I  think,  is 
calculated  to  startle  and  idarmthe  people  of  Ihia 
oountry  and  the  mcmben  of  tJiis  Hous»r-at  least, 
10  awaJten  suspicion  aa  to  what  ia  their  legilimale 
object. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  hope  the  gentleman  doea  not 
consider  roe  cbaiseiible  suili  whatever  of  faotiwi 
there  m%y  be  by  those  who  by  ehanca  happen  to 
act  with  me. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Not  at  ejl.-  I  am  sniy 
telling  the  gentleman  that  while  be  occupies  the 
position  which,  he  has  spol^en  ot,  (he  majority  of 
the  House  must  look  to  what  they  may  ujtin[iaitely 
expect  from  this  other  outside  faction.  We  must 
look  facts  sternly  in  the  face;  and  we  do,koow 

that  there  ia  a  class  of  gentlemen 

,  Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  call  the  gentleman  f^om 
Creorgia'to  order.  If  there  be  discussion  allowed, 
I  must  Have  a  hand  in  It.    ' 

Mr.  HUNT.    One  word,  Mr.  Speaker. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "'rhere  ill  no  debatable 
question!"! 

TheSPEAKER.  The^entlemap  from  Geor- 
gia Is  called  to  order.  TnS  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
He  has  indulged  this  discussion,  in  the  hone  that 
it  might  lead  to  some  profitable  result.  He  in- 
dulged gentlemen  in  suggestions  until  the  question 
of  order  has  been  made.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  now  toenforceorder.  Debate  is  otit  of  order, 
because  there  is  no  debatable  proposition  before 
the  House.  The  question  pending  is  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [mr.  Ricbarohok,] 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  simply  desire,  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  this  wholemalteriaoutof  order,  with 
the  Consent  of  the  HoiSt,  to  iitquire  of  thegentle- 
man  from  Georgia 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  call  'the  gentleman  to  or- 
der. 

rCries  of  "  Order  !"fhjm  all  parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  amidst  much  confusion, 
said:  I  shall  resist  this  measure  to  thi»  bitter  end. 
I  say  so,  never  minding  the  gentleman  who  calla 
me  to  order. 

[Cries  of  "Orderl'T 

Mr.  SEWARD.  There  are  other  places  in- 
stead of  tills  where  personal  diffictiUies  may  ba 
setUed.  •  fJ     ■.-    i 


[Members  here  crowded  around  Mr.  Camp- 
bell.   Many  got  on  the  tops  of  the  desks.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  teM  gentlemen  that  I  shall 
resist  this  pleasure  with  all  ine  power  that  I  can, 
to  the  bitter  end.  - 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  will  come  to 
order.  The  Seiveant-at-Arma  will  preserve  order. 

[Members  stiU  continued  crowding  around  Mr. 
Campbell.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  calls  on  all  lovers 
of  order  to  preserve  order  in  the  Hall. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms,  with  the  mace  of  the 
Rouse,  proceeded  to  compel  members' to  resume 
their  sea's  andpreaerve  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Those  who  are  disorderly 
are  acting  in  contempt  of  the  House. 

[Cries  of  "Down  fi-om  the  desks !»*] 

Order  was  now  partially  restored. 

Mr.  DEAN.     I  call  for  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that  the  Rouse 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SBWARD.  I  move  that  When  the Hwae 
adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  a»  Monday  next.     . 

Mr.  HUNT.  By  leave  of  the  House,  |  wish 
to  say  a  word. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  will  suspend 
for  a  aaomcBt. 

Mr.  SBWARD.    I  want  to  eay  a  word.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  Objeetion  has  been  made  nn 
all  sides  to  farther  debate.  There  is  no  debatable 
question  before  the  House.  The  Chair  must 
enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  SEWARD..  1 4o  not  proposs  to  make  a 
speech. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order,  and  oannot  be  heard.  If  the  gentlemaa 
desires  to  submit  a  point  of  order,  the  Cliair  will 
aatsriain  it. 

Mr.  SBWARD.  I  withdraw  the  motion  fbr 
adjournment  over. 

Mr.  PARKER.    I  renew  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  now  atata 
the  qosstion.  It  has  been  moved  by  the  gentle 
man  from  Illinoia  that  the  Hooaedo  nowa<^nuni. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  movesthat  when  the 
House  adjoams,  it  b*  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
The  question  will  be  first  taken  on  the  motion  for 
adjoamment  over. 

[Cries  of  "  Withdraw  the  motion  to  adjovro 
over  I'M 

Mr. PARKER.    I  withdraw  mymotioo. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
My  point  is,  that  the  gentleman  fVom  Illinoia  [Mr. 
Riobardson]  has  made  a  fair  proposition  to  the 
House,  and  I  think  that  We  ought  to  agree  to  it; 

TiM  SPEAKER.    ThatisbardlyaqpMiatioiiof 
-order. 
■    (Criea  of  "  It  is  the  right  question,  though  I"] 

Mr.  AUNT.     Friends  and  gentlemen-^—   - 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  admonish 
the  gentleman  from  Looisiana,  in  an  kindness,  that 
debate  hss  been  objected  to.  The  Chair  will  pro- 
pound the  interrogatory  to  the  House  whether 
there  is  unanimous  consent  that  the  gentleman  be 
allowed  to  proceed? 

(Cries  of  "  Consent  >*'] 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  objection.  Before  I  had  finished  what  I 
'  had  to  say,  I  was  called  to  order.    I  object  to  the 

fentleman's  going  on,  unless  the  same  privilege 
.  B  allowed  me. 

[Cries  of  "  auestion  I"] 

if  r.  HUNT.  I'  appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  allow  iqe  to  reply  to  a 
part  of  the  statement  which  has  been  made. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  object,  unleai  all  can  ba 
heard. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  (Urther  debate  can  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  1  demand  tellers  on 
'the  yeas  and  nays.  ' 

'     Mr.  SEWARD.    I  withdraw  lbs' c^edMmdf^r 
the  yeas  and  nays.  '  ' 

The  f|ueetion  was  (hen  taken  on  the  motion  ta 
adjourn;  and  the  Oiair  decided  that  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  f  Apphtass.)  ■ 
'  Thereupon  the  House  aitjourn«4  (at  twenty. 
■sfevsn  miautea  to  twelve  o')Hock,p.  m.)iintll  U>. 
norrow  at  twelve^a.  -^ 
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IK  aCNATB. 
Piim*T,  Mtj  K,  1894. 
Prayer  bjr  Bev.  Hembt  Slicxr. 
Th<  Journal  of  jreaierdaywM  rail  aii4appr*v«i. 

AB/OtntMHENT  T&  MONDAY. 
On  ffloiion  by  Mr.  CHASE,  it  wai 
Ortntt,  That  when  tb*  Senaia  aitjounu  to-day,  II  ad- 
Jswa  to  neet  oo  Moadijr  next. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WELLER  prcaentcd  the  petition  of  Oaer^ 
.  W.  Torrtncc,  a  aoiiiier  in  the  late  war  with  Med- 
ico, praying  compenaotion  for  ii^rica  rcccired  ia 
(be  dia<^i^c  of  his  duly,  and  for  extra  aerviccs 
rendered  at  the  National  Bridge,  in  Mexico;  which 
was  refericd  to  the  Cooiuuitec  on  Military  AAura. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  sisiiad  ky  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  a^nst 
th*  repeal  of  the  Missouri  CMBprosiae;  wiMch 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  ALLBM.  I  move  that  ttie  6«iata  do  now 
•djoorn.    Thtsa  ia  no  qaomm  present. 

Mr.  WELLGR.  L«t  us  have  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Tk«  yeaa  and  aaya  were  ordered;  and  being 
titken,  resulted — yeaa  10,  nays  IS;  aa fellows: 

YEAS— Weien.  Allen,  Atrbtoos,  Brl^t,  Ohaw,  Olajr, 
iaiM*,  JolHwos,  Vestea,  WsllMv,  sad  WrifM— W. 

NAYS— Me«in.  Brown,  Clar>on,  Dawann,  Oadie  of 
WiMoinin,  finpauiek,  Burner,  Matlorjr,  Honnu,  FetUi, 
Pnti,  Eu<k,  SIMeH,  Smart,  Tkompton  of  Kenncky,  aad 
Wcller— IS. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  k  m  quorum  Tot- 
ing. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Tkare  is  ao  qooram  voting, 
«nd  we  might  as  well  adjourn.  1  thei<e£H«  iMee 
that  wa  do  sow  adjaum. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  ask  for  the  ;reas  and  nays  mi 
<hat  motion.  It  iabato  few  mmotcapast  twaive 
o'clock;  and  we  know  the  exciting  position  af  the 
other  House,  and  tiiat  Senatora  hare  gone  there 
40  look  on.  They  will  be  here  in  afew  moaMnts, 
and  wa  shall  baaMe  to  (troasad  with  biiaiasaa.  1 
hope  the  Seoata  will  notadjaara. 
-  Q*«  fifth  of  the  Senalars  prcaeni  not  voting  far 
taking  the  question  by  yaao  and  amjM,  Ikey  ««ic 
not  ordered. 

The  motion  was  Agreed  to;  aad  (ka  Beaals  ad- 
Jawfosd  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satduut,  May  13,  1854. 
The  House  met«t  twelve  o'slaek,  m.    Pdaywr 
hf  Rav.  HsNar  Slio«>. 
TheiCAii  kpiosaeded  towad  yaatsrday<aJaawial. 
(ORICKS.  The  Journal  is  very  ■ 


Mr.  he: 

teresting.  Its  parts  one  all  tke  aaane,  and  I  move 
that^ts  fiMTther  reading  be  dispensed  witfa. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York.    I  object. 

Tha  SPEAKER.  Obieetwn  ia  made,  aad  the 
Clerk  will  proceed  with  tbareadingof  the  Journal. 

The  Clark  proceeded  with  iba  reading  of  th« 
Journal  duritic  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  renew  mf  motioa  that 
the  further  reading  of  the  Journal  be  diapensed 
with.  It  is  very  unintercstiag;  and  certainly  no 
gentleman  can  want  it  read.  I  would  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Jombs]  to 
withdraw  his  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
if  the  further  reading  of  the  Journal  be  diapensed 
with,  it  would  still  be  io  order  to  amend  any  por- 
tion of  it. 

M  r.  COBB.  I  am  of  the/>pinion  that  t)te  Jour- 
nal had  better  be  read. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  to  withdraw  hia  objection. 

[Cries  of  •'  Nol"  "  Object  f»  "  Read  Oie  Jour- 
nal !"J 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  th«n  read  through. 

CORRECTION  Ot  TUB  JOURNAl- 
Mr.  MAURICE.  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  a 
ortvilfgad  question.  I  dasire  that  the  JournaUnay 
be  eorrecieid  in  that  stage  in  which  it  refers  to 
those  proceediru^  of  the  House  night  before  laat, 
when  T  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  en  the 
motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House.  The 
Journal  eortectly  describes  two  portions  of  those 
]>roosedings,  but  omita  what.!  attbatit  ia  ao  Msan- 
tial  feature  of  tha  matter^ 


With  the  permiasioa  of  the  Hooaa,  I  will  rasaU 
tha  circumslancea.  A  motion  was  made  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  Housa.  1  saksd  to  he  «x- 
cuaed  from  voting  on  that  motion.  The  Houae 
ordered  Ihe  yeaa  and  naya  on  my  aMtina.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Ca/elina  [Mr.  CmrontM] 
auggestsd  that  it  was  not  m  order  to  pernut  me  to 
aak  to  Im  excused  from  votioc.  The  Chair  atia- 
tained  the  point  of  order  raiaedby  that  geiMlamaa. 
Aa  appeal  was  taken  from  that  decision.  The 
Speaker  entertained  the  appeal.  A  motion  waa 
than  made  that  the  appeal  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
I  aakad  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  that  motion. 
The  Speaker  decided  that  it  woa  not  ia  order 
for  me  to  aak  to  be  excused.  Thereupon  1  pro- 
poaed  to  take  an  appeal  from  his  dscision,  which 
oe  ruled  out  of  order.  I  than  voted  on  ikmotioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  lay  the 
appeal  on  the  table.  I  voted  with  the  majority. 
I  did  ao  in  order  that  I  might  move  to  reconsider. 
I  did  oiove  to  reconsider,  and  the  Chair  ruled  that 
motion  out  of  order.  All  1  deeire  ia,  that  the 
Joamal  should  set  forth  these  focu.  It  docs  set 
forth  that  I  asked  to  be  excueed  from  voting,  aimI 
that  I  moved  to  reconsider;  but  it  does  not  set 
forth  the  iiuermsdiste  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
tha  Chair.  I  ask  that  tha  Journal-may  be  corrected. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Qerk  wiU  read  his 
minutes  of  that  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Housa. 

The  Clerk  read  kis  minutes,  as  follows: 

**Pendinf  the  qantion,  on  raoflon  by  Mr.  CLiHaHAS  to 
lar  Ibe  sppcal  oa  ttaii  lable,  Mr   Maosics  ssked  to  h«  ax- 
'  frooi  voiiof  lh>rtan.    The  Speaker  daoided  Ibal  Uie 


moUon  wa«  nnt  in  order,  on  Uie  ground  that  Ibe  Mnie  que* 
lion  was  involred  In  tlie  declrion  already  pending.  Pmm 
tbislatterdceteion  Mr.  Haosice  pnipoeed  to  appeal,  wbieh 
Speaker  reAucd  lo  enienain,  on  Uie  nwuid  that  two 
lais  could  not  be  peodiof  at  one  time."* 


Mr.  MAURICE.  That  wsoM  be  satisfkctory 
to  me,  but  the  Clerk  tells  me  that  he  has  no  power 
to  enter  it  on  tha  Journal  without  the  eonaeat  of 
tbaHooae. 

The^KAKBR. .  Metiona  mad«,  and  on  which 
there  has  been  no  action  of  the  Hooae,  do  not  go 
upon  the  Journal.  For  that  reason  the  Clerk  did 
not  eater  what  occurred  at  the  time  to  which  the 
gentleman  itea  referred.  In  this  eonnsotion, the 
gamlamtm  from  New  York  regards  it  as  import- 
ant thiu  the  minutea  of  the  Clerk  should  be  entered 
upon  the  Journal;  and  the  Chair  ia  of  the  opinien 
that  it  would  hot  ba  inappropriate  to  snter  tliem 
on  it.  It  is  a  simple  question.  Uie  for  the  House 
to  say  whether  or  not  they  shall  be  entered  upon 
the  Journal. 

(Cries  of  "  Consent!"  "  Consent!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
Chair  will  order  the  minute*  of  the  Clerk  to  be 
entered  upon  the  Jouriral. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tiie  qtfestion  will  then  be 
put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  not  looked 
'at  the  report  in  the  Globe.  It  is  true  that  that 
record  is  not  provided  for  by  the  Conetiiution,  but 
it  is  by  the  oraer  of  the  House.  It  is  as  efficient 
and  reliable  for  what  takes  place  here,  and  as 
of  good  authority  as  the  Journal,  aave  that  it  does 
not  pass  under  the  inqMclion  of  the  Houae.  I  sup- 
pose that  the  reporters  for  that  paper  hare  correctly 
reported  the  proceedings,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  their  report  wilt  be  entirely  satisfactory  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  is  interested 
in  this  matter.  If  it  be  the  same  to  him  it  would 
be  better  for  the  House  to  preserve  the  proper 
mode  of  keeping  the  Journal.  Yet,  if  the  gentle- 
man deaires  it,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Clerk's 
minutes  being  entered  on  the  Journal  in  reference 
to  the  matter  indicated.  For  all  practical  purposes 
the  Globe  will  be  as  of  good  authority  to  htm  as 
the  Journal. 

The  queation  was  tAkea;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  ordered  that  tha  Journal  should 
be  amended  aa  indicated. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  question  before 
tha  House  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Washbdiui]  that  he  be  excused  from 
votinx  ttpon  the  inotion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Afassachusetts  [Mr.  Banki]  to  lay  tha  res- 
olution closing  debate  uponthe  table. 

The  question  was  taken;  aad  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  Mr.  WAiBBD«H  was  excused. 


TTha  questMM)  featured  upoa  tit*  aMtioa  to  lay 
tibs  rasoWtien  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Before  that 
qaeation  is  takan,  1  mova  Ikat  there  be  a  caU  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  t  aA  f«>r  the  yeaa  and 
isaya  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  demand  Ullers  on  Ou  yam 
aad  naya. 

[Criee  of  "  Oh,  no  !"  aad  "  Withdraw  that  t"] 

Mr.  BRIDGES.    I  caanot  withdraw  it. 

TellaM  wara  ordarsd;  And  Masars.  Yah.  and 
WasBLBa  war*  appointed. 

The  Houae  waatBea  divided  on  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  naya;  and  tha  tellera  reported  thirty^- 
eight  in  tha  afirasatise. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MATTE«}N.  I  move  that  the  Housa  do 
now  adjoam. 

Mr.  NORTON.  I  aak  for  the  yeaa  and  nays 
oa  that  motion. 

Mr.  CAM  PBELL.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  qoof 
tioo.  The  Hooae  I*  evidently  much  fatigued, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  when  the  Houae  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next;  and 
on  that  motion  1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Main* 
[Mr.  Washbdbh]  moves  tlut  tJtere  be  a  call  of  tha 
Houa*.  The  gentleman  irom  New  York  [Mr. 
Mattbioh]  moves  that  the  House  sdjourn;  and 
upon  thst  motion  demands  i^e  yeas  and  nays. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mir.  Campbell]  move* 
that  when  this  House  adjouma,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Tuesday  itext;  and  upon  (hat  motion  demands 
the  yeaa  and  nays.  Tha  latter  motion  will  be  put 
fint. 

Th*  yea*  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HIBBARD  demanded  tellera  upon  tbe  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  too  late  to  demand 
taUera. 

The  queation  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Camp- 
bkll'i  motion;Bad  there  were — yeas  S3,  nays  139. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  HUNT.  With  the  indulgence  of  tb* 
Houss,  I  will  mok*  a  penonal  explanation.  A 
friend  has  handed  me  the  Union  this  morning.  I 
read  a  paragraph  headed  "Adjournment  of  the 
Houae." 

«  At  twelve  o'oloek  last  nlgbt  tbe  eearion  of  tbe  Hoois 
of  BapraNBIaliTea  waa  bnwfht  lo  a  nidden  and  unexpeclad 
close.  Tbe  factious  coarse  of  a  few  of  the  promineni  men 
In  Ibe  minority  had  Anally  created  eaeb  indignalion  amoaf 
Oie  reaasaaMe  hm*  af  tbdrown  «tde,  and  aaioaf  Um  ma- 
Joriir  of  Ike  Hoitae,  that  Mr.  HoaT,  of  Lonisiana,  ons  of 
tbe  nppooenla  of  tbe  Mil,  rose  in  his  place,  and,  seconded 
by  Mr.  CaLLOM.of  Tenneaaae,  and  otbeia  of  V  friend*, 
proposed  to  the  nu^liy  that  Miaamaeb  as  be  and  tboee 
Ibr  whom  be  spoke  did  not  deslia  to  be  Ibctioaa,  *r  to  em- 
barrass Itae  majority,  a  salialbctory  arransrneat  wooM  ^ 
made  if  an  adjournment  oould  be  lisd  till  lo  day.  Colonel 
RicBtaosoH,  on  ihe  part  of  the  IViends  of  ibe  bill^ae- 
ccpl^d  Ibe  pnposilion,  and,  on  his  motioa,  tbe  Haoae  a^ 
Joursad  till  twelve  o>eleek  w-day." 

This  article  ia  a  total  misrepresentation  of  mj 
feelings  and  conduct.  I  find  in  this  rooming^ 
Globe  a  report,  subsiantialty  correct,  of  what  I 
did  say,  which  I  now  wish  to  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  WiU  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Hukt]  permit  me  to  make  a 
remark  ?  I  state  that  1  know  nothing  of  tSt  arti- 
cle in  the  Union. 

Mr.  H  UNT.  I  would  be  ashamed  to  suppose 
that  the  gentleman  would  b*  guilty  of  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Before  the  gentlemsB 
from  Louisiana  aubittmed  any  reinarks,  I  myaelf 
made  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HUNT.  CerUinly.  That  stamp*  Ik* 
falsehood  from  the  rig!ht  quarter.  I  desire,  with 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  read  what  I  did 
aay,  that  tbe  country  may  not  be  led  into  an  error 
in  regard  to  it,  I- desire  (o  aay  that  I  stigmatised 
no  opponents  of  the  bill  akfoctioue.  I  expreaaed 
no  indigiwtion  eitherdireetlyor  indirectly ,  express- 
ly or  by  implication,  against  their  courae.  Tit* 
lanenage  I  used  is  suMtanlially  reported  in  tlM 
Globe  of  this  morning;  and  I  will  now  read  it  la 
th*  Hooae: 

"Tbe  ftiends  ef  noien  and  coasUialkiaal  tlbnty  mf 
anxioos  to  bring  this  mailer  lo  an  amicable  eonclaaioa. 
As  one  nf  ihem,  II  is  the  sirnn^eiit  wish  aS  my  bearL  If 
yon  wlU  adjnarn,  fentlemea,  unit)  Monday," 
— thia  paper  (the  Union)  say*  "till  thi*  nom- 
ing"— 
"  yon  williive  aa  Ibll  Ume  Ibr ebiifetrinf  wKh one  fHcsiL 

"IkekniflonaeliqBe.  I  amasaostated  WiihnoLauiaa 
IkavaoaCMtiouBfwliiwbiiBi^bfsom.  Iiyaakaaafauial 
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for  the  good  of  my  conniry.  If  you  will  Join  me  in  th« 
•krne  spirit  of  liberty,  in  the  Bame  feeling  of  tViendahip^  1 
will  unite  with  you  to  bring  about  an  endwhich.I  heliere 
win  promote  the  huroiony  and  welfare  of  the  whole  coun- 
try.   I  ask  you,  geuUemeD,  to  accede  to  that  propoaltion.*' 

The  House  heard  me  with  indulgence;  and  I 
thank  them  for  their  kindness  in  hearing  m%  now. 
The  House  a(^ourned,UDhappil}r,i  think,  till  this 
morning.  I  find  a  Tair  disposition  towards  an 
amicable  conclusion  of  the  difficulty  in  those  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  1  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  this  morning;  bitt  the  time  allowed  to 
us  has  not  been  sufficient  for  ascertaining  the  opin- 
ions of  gentlemen,  or  for  quietinf  their  feelings. 
I  move,  therefore,  after  this  indulgence — if  the 
House  allow  me  to  do  so — that  this  House  now 
adjourn  till  SJonday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  remind  the 
(potleman  from  Louisiana,  that  the  result  of  the 
last  vote  of  the  House  has  not  been  announced; 
and,  besides  that,  there  is  at  present  pendinga 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HUNT,  ^rhaps  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  MattesonI  will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  CHURCUWELL,  (interrupUng.)  Mr. 
Speaker , 

[Cries  of  "Order!"Bna  "auestion!"] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I^t  us  have  the  regular 
or^er  of  business. 

,  Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  I  only  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  one  single  ques- 
tion.  ' 

Mr.  ORR.    I  object. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  1  hope  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  will  withdraw  his  objectian. 
I  only  want  to  propound  a  single  question  to  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana.  I  do  not  want  to  gel 
into  a  discussion.. 

Mr.  ORR.  Tbe  question  would  be  sure  to  ^iva 
rise  to  debate;  and  I  must  insist  on  my  objection. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,.  (persisUng.)  I  have 
only  a  single  question  to  ask,  and  I  hope  the  geh- 
tfemao  from  South  Carolina  will  permit  me  to  do 

MO. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  has  not  been  with- 
drawn; and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  cannot 
proceed  in  order. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  then. announced  the  result  of 
the  vote  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Campbbll 
U>  adjourn  till  Tuesday,  to.be  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 53,  nays  139. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  till  Tn^ 
Atr  next. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motioo  of  Mr. 
BIatteson,  that  the  House  dp  now  adjourn;  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  demanded. 

Several  Members.  Tellers  on  tbe  yea*  and 
nay». . 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  call  for  the  yeas  and' 

fcflesofNo'"  "No!**] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn.  . 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  caff  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
•  Mr.  ORR.    The  yea*  and  nays  have  been' just 
refused. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  what  U  the 
question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
questioil  wtwn  the  House  comes  to  order. 

The  motion  is  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
The  yeas  and  ns^ra  were  demanded,  and  refused 
b^  the  House.  The  question  n»w  is,  shall  there 
be  tellers  upon  the  motion  that  the  House  do  now 
sunourn? 

Tellers  were  then  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Camp- 
»n.v  and  Clinquah  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers  At 
iHit  announced  89  fn  the  affirmative  and  90  in  the 
negative.  Several  members  afterw/<rds  passed 
between  the  tellers,  and  they  were  reported,  both 
in  the  affirmative  and  negative,  some  by  Mr. 
Campbell  and  some  by  Mr.  Climoman. 

H'ei«  teveral  membeift  called  ^upon  the  teller* 

76 


for  a  report;  hut  the  tellers,  appearing  not  to  agree 
upon  the  number,  made  no  joml  report. 

Mr.  TWEED.  As  there  appears  to  be  a  disa- 
greement, I  call  for  a  recount. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  (one  of  the  tellers)  said: 
There  is  no  difficulty. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  if  the  tellers  can  say  how 
many  there  are  in  the  affirmative,  and  how.  many 
in  the  negative?  If  they  cannot,  I  ask  for  a  rs- 
count. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (one  of  the  tellers.)  I  can- 
not tell  how  many  there  are,  because  I  have  be- 
come confused  in  footing  up  the  ayes  and  noes. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  tellers  to 
report  the  number.  I  ask  them  to  make  the 
report;  and  if  they  cannot,  I  ask  for  a  recount. 

Several  memt>ers  here  appearing  to  call  upon 
the  Clerk  to  know  the  number  of  votes  which  nad 
been  reponed  by  the  tellers,  as  they  progressed  in 
the  count — 

The  SPEAKER  said:  The  House  will  agree 
with  the  Chair  in  the  opinion  that  the  tellers  can 
throw  no  part  of  the  responsibility  of  deciding  the 
number  of  votes  upon  a  third  person,  (meaning 
the  Clerk.)  The  tellers  will  report  the  number, 
if  they  can;  and  the  Chair  will  act  upon  that  re- 
port. Upon  the  tellers  alone  rests  the  responsi- 
bUily  of  reporting  the  number  of  votes,  upon 
which  the  .Chair  will  act. 

Members  now  crowded  around  the  tellers,  and 
considerableaenfosion  ensued. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  ask  that  the 
Chair  will  retioire  members  to  take  their  seats. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  require  them 
to  take  their  seats. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  motion. 
I  move  to  reconsiderthevote  by  which  the  House 
refused  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that 
motion  to  \>e  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CHtRCHWELL.    I  demand  that  the 
tellers  shall  report. 
Mr.  FAULKNER.    The  tellers  cannot  report. 
Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    Then  I  demand  a 
recount. 

Mr.  CLIKQMAN.    There  have  been  so  many 
Tbtes  withdrawn  that  I  have  lost  the  count,  and  I 
cannot  tell  how  the  vote  Stands. 
■  Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  do  know  that  the  vote 
stilnds — ayes  98,  noes  93. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  did  not  think  exactljr  iii 
the  same  way;  I  do  not,  however,  kiiow;  and  if  I 
were  to  report,  it  would  be  mere  guess-work. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.    Does  the  Chair  decide  that 
it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  (insider  the  vote  by 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered? 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  did  so  decide. 
Mr.  OLDS.    Is  it  not  in  order  to  move  that 
there  be  a  recount? 

The  Slf>EAKER.  The  Chair,  in  his  opinion, 
has  the  right  to  order  a  recount,  and  be  makes 
that  order. 

Mr.  BANKS.    Is  the  House  dividing  at  this 
time? 
The  SPEAKER.    It  is.      • 
Mr.  BANKS.    I  desire  to  make  a  singTe  sug- 
gestion, if  the  House 'will  aHow  mc. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  don*  only  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  objected  to  my 'friend  from  Ten- 
nessee mekiae  remarks;  I  must  now  object  to  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  wish  merely  to  make  a  single 
suggestion. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  object  to  the  gentleman,  as  I  did 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
The  SPEAKER.  All  debate  is  out  of  order. 
Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will  try  and  relieve  the  House 
from  its  present  embarrassment.  I  would  ask  that 
my  friend  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Hunt]  will  with- 
draw his  motion  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 
in  order  that  I  may  submit  the  motion,  that  when 
the  House  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next; 
and  on  that  motion  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.    Is  it  competent^  to 
have  a  recount? 
The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  baa  alreatly 


state^hat  when  the  House  camejto  order  there 
would  be  a  recount. 

Mr.  BANKS.  1  wouI4  appeal  to  my  friend 
ftt>m  South  Carolina  to  withtfraw  his  objection, 
•o  that  I  may  make  a  single  suggestion. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  object  to  the  gentleman's 
proceeding. 

The  question  was  again  put  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  Mr.  Campbell, 'one  of  the  tellers, 
reported— ayes  eighty. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
After  the  affirmative  vote  is  announced  by  the 
tellers,  and  the  negative  vote  is  called  for,  can 
Airther  affirmative  votes  be  received  ?  I  hold  that 
they  cannot. 

The  SPEAKER,  tf  the  gentleman  will  con- 
sult the  record,  he  will  find  that  the  uniform  prac- 
tice has  been  to  receive  votes  on  either  side  until 
the  resuh  was  announced  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  know  that  that  has  been  th* 
practice;  but  is  it  in  accordance  with  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
gentleman's  point  of  order. 

The  tellers  then  reported  ninety-five  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

€o  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House,  on  which  tbe  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Kmove  th^t  I  be  excused  from 
voting  on  that  .question. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  demand-  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  uniformly, 
during  the  last  day  or  two,  decided  that  motion  to 
be  oat  of  order,  and  does  so  now. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word 
to  the  Housej  will)  its  permission,  in  reference  to 
the  matter  before  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  be  heard. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object. 

Tbe  question  was  theit  taken;  and  it  (ras  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  55,  nays  124. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

Mr.  HAV^N.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  ths 
Whole  en  the  Private  Calendar? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Then  I  make  that  motion;  and 
I  hope  tbe  House  will  take  this  opportunity  to  go 
to  work  again. 

Mr.  PECK.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL..  Is  it  in  order  to  have  the 
39th  rule  read  ?    I  should  like  to  have  it  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  point  of  order 
before  the  House;  and  it  can  only  be  read  by 
unanimous  consent.  ^ 

Mr.  HIBBARD.    I  object.  * 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Haven's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeai 
73,  nays  99. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  As  the  House  will  not  work. 
I  move  that  we  adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I 
^mand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

[Loud  cries  of"  Withdraw  that  motion!"] 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MORGAN.     1  renew  it. 

[Loud  and  continued  cries  of  "  No !"  "  No !"] 

Mr.  MORGAN.    Wefl,  1  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  is  very  apparent, 
Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tetnpore,  (Mr.  Orr.^  The 
Chair  must  remind  the  gentleman  that  debate  ia 
not  io  order.     

Mr.  BENNETT.    I  object  to  any  debate. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  am  not  going  to  debate; 
I  only  desire  to  make  a  proposition. 

Mr.  SAGE.  If  the  gentleman  makes  any  re- 
marks, we  shall  claim  the  privilege  to  reply. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  has 
admonished  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that  debate 
is  not  in  order,  and  will  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  am  only  going  to  sub- 
mit a  proposition. 
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Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.    Well,  Mat*  what  it 

>■• 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.    If  objection  is  mode  to 

it,  of  court* 

Mr.  PRATT.  Go  on;  there  will  be  no  obj»c- 
tion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Have  1  penniwupn  t» 
make  ajmropoaition  >  ^ 

The  GOfEAKBR  pro  ttmpore.  The  gentleman 
has  the  floor,  and  has  a  right  to  malce  a  motion. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  If  permission  is  given  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,' of  course  others  mpst  be 
heard  in  reply  to  him. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lempon.  The  Chair  has 
already  stated  that  debate  is  not  in  order,  and  that 
he  will  enforce  the  rules. 

Mr.  RICHARDSOtf .  I  will  make  a  motion, 
and  thejEantleman  can  reply  to  that. 

The  I^EAKER  ])ro  itmpmrt.  DebaU  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  am  not  going  to  de- 
bate.   I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion.  • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  KEITT  demanded  Ullera  on  the  yeas  and 
nays,  but  they  were  refused — only  seven  gentlemen 
rising  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Richard- 
sov't  motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Ball  or  tUras'SOTATIvsii,  Muf  13, 1854. 

In  yonr  report  of  the  proce*diii|i«,  near.lbe  eloie  of  last 
iughr>>  HMinii,  you  lepreMot  ne  aiotdaciing  loMr.  Hoirr'o 
■peaking  alter  themoiion  In  adjourn  bod  been  made. 

I  uiidereinnd  Mr.  STirncNa,  of  Georgia,  •«  •llenipling 
lotpeak,  and  Mr.  Hont  m  nnkiii(  aa  appeal  to  lb*  Boon 
to  bear  Mr.  artrutm*. 

My  objection  wm  intended  to  operate  againit  Mr.  Btk- 
PHENi,  and  not  agaloet  Mr.  Hunt  proceedinf  In  hU  re- 
miirks.  I  may  not  have  heard  correcily  the  remarke  of  Mr. 
HtniT,  and  give  merelj  my  own  undeniandina  of  tlwin. 

Very  reapeciAUly,  J.  B.  eWDINOS. 

To  M«  RtfOTltr  tf  Ikt  aioie. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jtfoy  15, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Hki^bt  Sucbr. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  commu- 
nicating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  copies  of  aUI  papers  and  vouchers  on  file 
in  his  Department,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Daniel  Nippes;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  JETC. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  petition  signed  by  elect- 
ors of  the  township  of  Lynn,  Ohio,  protesting 
against  the  paawge  of  the  Nebraska  bill;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  resolutions  of  Ihe 
Leeislatare  of  Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  granting 
to  tb«  offiodh,  soldien,  and  aailors  who  served -in 
the  war  of  1813  the  same  quantity  of  bounty  land 
as  was  granted  to  those  who  served  in  the  Mexi- 
can war,  and  to  extend  the  pension  system  estab- 
lished for  those  who  served  in  the  revolutionary 
war  to  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  to  their  widows;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  order^ 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Bush  and  Shelby 
counties,  Indiana,  praying  that  Coneress  make  no 
appropriation  for  the  payment  or  the  Amiatad 
elairas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  lavor  of  an  appropriation  of  (35,000 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  destruction  of 
Cape  Cod  harbor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Cohi- 
mittee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  certain  re- 
solves passed  by  theLegislatureoftheStateofMas- 
sachosetts,  concerning  the  Massachusett  claim. 
I  believe  these  resolves  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  The  claim  has  been  recog- 
nized by  Congress  heretofore;  and  the  question  of 
its  payment  now,  I  believe,  is  before  ths  Commit- 
tee on  Finance.    I  move  that -these  resolves  be 


referred  to  that  committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  of  Esther 
Coulter,  praying  compensation  for  the  eervices 
of  her  father,  Alexander  McKaskey ,  as  a  quarter- 
master in  the  Revolutionary  Army;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

AUo,  the  memorial  of  E.  Mickle  &,  Co.,  pray- 
ing the  return  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  fire 
at  San  Francisco,  in  June,  1850,  and  May,  18&1; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  nf  the  homestead  bill ;  which  was  ordered 
CO  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
H.  Hand,  praying  to  bie  allowed  a  pension  on 
account  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Indiana,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post- 
'route  from  Lock's  Station  to  Brighton  and  Mon- 
goquinonq,  Indiana;  whicb^was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  the  City  Council  of  Ga- 
lena, Illinois,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at  that  place;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Harriet  de  la  Palm  Baker,  for  indemni- 
fication for  losses  sustained  by  her  father,  Fred- 
erick H.  Weisenfels,  in  the  revolutionary  war; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

_  Mr.  COOPER  presented  three  igemorials  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against 
the  paaaaga  of  the  Nebnuska  bill;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  a  petition  ot  inhabit- 
ants of  Southington,  Connecticut,  praying  a  re- 
duction in  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  PROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Charles  D.  Arfwedson,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  hia services  aschargi  d  affaires,  adinUrim, 
at  Stockholm,  submitted  a  report, accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  hia  relief;  which  was  read, and  passed  to 
a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  Were  referred  documehts 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  Kennedy  &  Darling 
to  indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  the  Semi- 
nole Indians  in  Florida,  in  1849,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration,  and  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflairs;  which  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Murphy,praying  compensation  for  losses  sus- 
tained at  Vera  Cruz,  during  the  Mexican  war, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion, and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition  and  papers;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SUMNER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Hall  J.  Kelly  have  leave  lo  withdraw  bis 
petiUon  and  papen. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  regulating  the  time 
of  holding  the  sessions  of  the  district  and  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  and  obtained  the  nnani- 
motts  consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  approved  August  31,  1852,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  satis- 
faction of  Virginia  land  warrants;"  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  asked  and  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  T.  H.  McMonus  to  enter,  by  preemp- 


tion, certain  lands  in  the  Grecntbavg  land  dis- 
trict, Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

PATENT.  OFFICE  REPORT. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  on  the  table  a 
resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  print  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
additional  copies  of  the  agricultural  part  of  th* 
Patent  Office  report. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  believe  there  is  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  that  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  I  should  like  to  have  it  acted  on  at 
this  time.  I  thought  we  were  tolerably  success- 
ful in  getting  that  resolution  disposed  of  the  other 
day, and  I  should  like  to  have  it  definitely  settled. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  U  informed 
that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Brod- 
HEAD,]  now  absent,  .moved  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  so;  buti  do  notthink 
it  constitutes  any  reason  why  the  Senate  should 
not  act  upon  it.  He  did  not  signify  a  desire  to 
say  anything  on  the  subject  at  all. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  does  propose  to  make  some  remarks 
on  this  subject,  and,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
him,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  laid  over  for  a  reason- 
able time  at  least,  to  give  that  Senator  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  is  a  question  for 
the  Senate  to  decide.  * 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  ask  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  be  postponed. 

Mr.  STUART.  As  I  remarked  before,  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  signify  any 
disposition  to  debate  the  resolution.  I  have  very 
good  reasons  for  believing  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  debate  it  at  all.  Hence,  unless  the  Senator 
from  California  knows  that  he  desires  to  discuss 
it,  I  shall  feel  myself  called  upon  (o  press  its  con- 
sideration now,  for  the  reason  which  I  suggested 
the  other  day. 

The  delay  which  has  occurred  in  respect  to 
these  documents  is  not  only  inconvenient  to  the 
Senate,  but  it  is  very  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  and  especially  so  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  because,  if  these  documents  are  to 
be  distributed  to  members  after  they  return  home, 
it  makes  an  additional  amount  of  transportation 
necessary.  1  differ  from  what  was  said  by  some 
gentleman  the  other  day  in  respect  to  their  im- 
portance. I  regard  them  as  very  important  docu- 
ments. I  think  they  should  be  published  at  an 
early  day.  A*  very  considerable  length  of  time 
has  elapsed  since  this  document  was  presented  to  . 
the  Senate,  and  this  resolntion  was  laid  on  the 
table.  It  was  a  long  time  after  that  before  it  waa 
called  up  for  action.  It  was  finally  adopted,  and 
then  a  motion  to  reconsider  wss  made.  If  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  or  any  other  Senator, 
desires  to  discuss  the  question  of  printing,  there 
certainly  should  be  ample  time  for  its  considera- 
tion. '  I  say,  again,  that  if  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, or  any  other  Senator,  knows  definitely 
that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  desires  to 
discuss  the  question,  I  shall  consent  to  let  the 
mailer  lie  over  until  bis  return.  But  my  under- 
standing is  different.  I  hope,  therefore,  the^en- 
ate  will  dispose  of  the  resolution  now. 

Mr.  BROWN.    At  what  time  will  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  be  present? 
Mr.  STUART.    I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  wouia  be  hardly  courteous 
to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  act  upon  thia 
motion  in  his  absence.  We  are  all,  in  our  action, 
governed  by  some  reason;  and  I  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  a  rea- 
son for  making  the  motion.  I  should  be  glaii  to 
have  the  benefit  of  his  reasons  beforej  am  called 
upon  to  act  upon  ihe  resolution.  It  is  unusual  to 
press  a  subject  of  this  kind  in  the  absence  of  the 
Senator  ntaking  t])e  motion. 
Mr.  BROWN.  Let  it  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  WELLER.  I  have  no  information  to 
satisfy  me  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  to  discuss  the  motion,  although 
I  had  some  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject. 
There  is  some  matter  connected  with  it,  I  do  not 
now  precisely  recollect  what,  which  induced  hira 
to  make  the  motion;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  same  cause  still  operates  upon  his  mind ;  and, 
as  a  matter  of  justice  as  vrell  as  courtesy,  the  cop- 
sideration  of  the  motion  ought  to  he  postponed 
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until  bia  rttum.  Tb*  fair  and  l«gitiinate  dedac- 
tion  ill  that  he  hod  a  sufficient  reason  to  iustify 
him  in  makine  the  motion,  and,  therefore,  I  desire 
to  g:iTe  him  we  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon 
the  question  before  it  is  passed  upon.  1  move, 
therefore,  its  postponement  until  to-morrow. 

Mr. STUART.  I  shall  not  undertake  to  pre- 
vent that  at  all.  I  shall  consent  tu  its  going  over, 
with  the  suggestion,  howver,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Senator  from  Pennsrlvania  is  here,  I  shall  ask  the 
Senate  to  consider  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  PaESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  will  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

There  was  no  objection. 

PRIITTING  OF  MAP. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  to  whom  was«referred  some 
days  since,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
California,  [Mr.  Gwih,]  "  A  diagram  of  the  Uni- 
.ted  States  of  America,  Mexico,  West  India 
'  Islands,  and  the  Isthmus  of  Dairen,  showing 
Mr.  Gwin'i  route  of  the  Pacific  railroad  and  its 
branches,  in  connection  with  the  various  systems 
existing  and  unfinished  ;  of  railroads  from  the 
Mississippi  valley  to  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf 
coasts,  by  W.  T.  Sieiger,  of  the  General  Land 
Office,"  to  submit  a  motion  for  its  printing.  It  is 
•  map  which  has  been  made  out  m  the  General 
Land  OKce,  and,  as  1  am  informed  oSiciaily,  at 
least  by  the  Senator  from  Calirurnia,  some  three 
months  labor  have  been  expended  upon  it.  It 
•hows  the  whole  country  between  the  two  oceans, 
the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific;  and  it  presents  a  much 
better  view  of  it  than  any  map  which  we  now  have. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  authorize  me  to  move 
that  two  thousand  copies  of  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CA8TNER  HANWAT. 

Mr.  COOPER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  requested 
(o  present  a  memorial,  which  is  somewhat  novel 
in  its  ehiu-aeter.  I ,  however,  present  it  very  will- 
ingly. It  is  a  memorial  from  Castner  Hanway, 
who  was  indicted  ia  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  tlfe  eastern  district  of  PennsyWaaia; 
•t  the  November  terra  of  1851,  for  treason,  and 
who  was  acquitted.  He  alleges  that  he  was  pat 
to  a  very  large  expense  in  procuring  the  witnesses 
necessary  for  his  vindication  from  the  charge; 
that  he  was  a  considerable  time  in  priaon  by  which 
his  health  was  seriously  impairea  so  far  that  he 
-has  never  recovered  it  since,  and  that  he  haa  not 
been  able  to  par  his  counsel,  nor  defray  the  other 
expeibses  attendant  upon  his  trial.  He  aslis  Utat 
a  law  may  be  passed  embracing  his  case,  author- 
ixing  the  payment  at  least  of  the  witness  fees, 
whieh<anfbunt  to  something  over  |3,000. 

I  will  state,  Mr.  President,  that  heretofore,. in 
charges  of  that  Irind,  at  least  in  the  trial  which 
excited  much  interest  in  this  country,  that  of 
Aaron  Burr,  an  order  was  made  by  the  court  to 
pay  the  witnesses  from  day  to  day;  and  it  was 
■apposed  to  be  a  rule  that  the  court  had  power  to 
order  the  payment  of  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the 
defense.  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  tne  case  to 
which  I  have  referred,  made  such  an  order,  and 
it  was  complied  with  by  the  marshal;  but  the 
judges  who  tried  Hanway,  decided  that  they  had 
no  such  power,  and  he  was  compelled  to  pay  his 
own  witnesses.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  this  may  be 
rsferrtd,  will  examine  the  question,  and  if  they 
think  it  in  conformity  with  poliev,  justice,  and 
propriety,  that  they  will  report  a  bill  which  reache* 
this  case.  There  are  accompanying  the  memorial 
letters  stating  the  high  character  which  this  gen- 
tleman always  bore,  his  peaceable  demeanor,  and 
his  worth  ax  a  citizen.  I  ask  that  the  petition 
and  papers  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

They  were  so  referred. 

RELIGIOUS  PREBDOH  ABROAD. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  confer  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cass,  to  refer  to  ^  Committee  on  Foreign 
Edations,  the  report  made  at  the  Ust  session  of 
Congress  from  that  committee  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood, late  a  Senator  from  Kentucky,  on  the  sub- 
ject bf  the  religious  rights  of  Amsrican  citizeiw 
residing  or  traveling  abroad. 

Mr.  CASS  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  resolu- 
tion at  some  length.  [His  speech  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  deure  to  ask  the  Senator 


from  Michigan,  in  connection  with  the  subject  on 
which  be  has  spoken,  whether  he  bos  seen  uslate- 
ment  in  some  Roman  Cathollcreligious  newspaper, 
called,  I  think,  the  "Shepherd  of  the  Valley," 
published  at  St.  Louis,  under  the  direciion  and 
authority  of  the  Bishop  of  that  Roman  Catholic 
diocese,  to  the  eflTecl,  that  so  soon  as  the  Roman 
Catholics  obtain  the  numerical  supremacy  in  any 
State,  there  will  bean  end  therein  of  all  religious 
toleration.     Has  he  seen  any  such  statement? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  think  1  have  seen  that  sentiment 
through  the  papera,  quoted,  I  believe,  from  that 
very  paper.  I  have  not  seen  the  paper  itself,  but 
I  have  seen  the  statement  quoted. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Assuming  that  to  be  so,  I 
wish  to  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Michigan, 
whether  it  would  not  be  wise,  in  connection  with 
his  proposition  in  regard  to  foreign  Governments, 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  some  measures  at 
home,  in  anticipation  of  such  a  result,  not  at  all 
unlikely,  I  fear,  for  aecaring  religious  liberty  at 
home. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  will  merely  observe,  in  respect 
to  that,  that  I  take  it  this  Government  has  nothing 
to  do  with  religious  liberty  at  home.  That  is  a 
question  for  the  States. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  wish  to  suggest,  sup- 
posing such  an  event  to  happen,  if,  in  tne  interior 
oiganization  of  this  Government,  there  should  be 
a  State  o>  States  of  the.Uriion  prohibiting  all  reli- 
gious toleration,  what  a  position  we  should  occupy 
witli  foreign  Governments  in  asking  from  them 
what  we  have  not  the  power  to  secure  to  their 
citizens  at  home. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  trust  the  honorable  Senator  ia 
supposing  an  impossible  ease  in  this  country. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  hope  that  the  report,  and 
the  resolutions  upon  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  has  so  ably  addressed  the  Senate, 
will  now  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  If  no  othsr  gentleman  proposes  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate,  I  desire  that  the  report  may  now 
go  to  the  committee,  so  that  the  commiuce  may 
act  upon  the  subject.  At  some  future  period,! 
purpose  to  address  the  Sepale  upon  it;  and  I  would 
do  It  now,  but  for  the  fact  that  i  think  it  more  re- 
spectfbl  to  the  committee,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, to  conanlt  them  in  relation  to  the  prineiplea 
whidi  are  to  be  diacosssd,  before  I  unaertaks  to 
speak  upon  them.  I  hope  that  the  reaolutiona  and 
report  will  now  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mf.  Noaaii 
in  the  chair).  The  question  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate is  upon  the  motion  to  refer  the  report  and  res- 
olutions to  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIGENT  INSANE. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  move  that  the  bill  making 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union 
for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  President'e  veto,  be  printed 
for  the  use  uf  the  Senate.  The  bill  as  introduced 
has  been  printed,  but  I  find  that  the  bill  as  it 
passed  the  Senate  and  the  House  has  never  been 
printed,  and  ii  ia,  therefore,  with  great  difficulty 
that  we  con  ascertain  what  its  precise  provisions 
are.  1  hope,  by  unanimous  consent,  an  ordA 
may  be  made  for  the  printing  of  that  bill. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 
INDIAN    APPROPRIATION    BILL. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
ordera  for  jbe  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  after  the  discussion 
we  have  heard  this  morning  on  a  vary  important 
and  interesting  subject,  that  at  thia  perioa  of  the 
day  it  would  not  be  well  to  resume  unexpectedly 
the  conaideration  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
I  therefore  move  that  the  Senate  adjoum. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  hope  the  Senator^vill  with- 
draw that  motion.  It  is  only  two  o'clock.  We 
can  go  on,  and  dispose  of  some  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiura.  I 
think  we  can  do  that. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  very  first  amendment  ia 
one  which  will  occupy  us  during  the  rest  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  will  find  that  ha 
ia  misuksn.  That  will  probably  be  laid  aside, 
and  some  othera  token  up. 

Mr.  Badobu'i  motion  waa  agreed  to;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


BOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Moin>AT,.Aray  IS,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  P/ayer 
by  R^v.  HzNBT  Slicer.     i 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  rsadand  approved . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  pending  be- 
fore the  Houee  is  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  to  close  debate 
upon  the  Nebraaka  and  Kansas  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARD^N.  I  desire  to  withdrew 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  on  the  reso- 
lution to  close  debate.        • 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana.  Will  the  gentleman 
yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment  to  allow  me  to 
make  a  statement  of  a  personal  character? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  will  be  permitted  to  mike 
his  statement. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  desire%erely  to  state,  that  in 
looking  over  the  yeas  and  nays 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  havs  not  the  least  objsetion 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  proceeding  Wfth 
his  explanation;  but  I  insist  that  it  shall  be  made 
where  we  can  all  hear  it. . 

Mr.  LANE.  The  explanation  which  I  desire 
to  make  is  merely  in  reference  to  a  vote.  In  look-  > 
ing  over  the  yeiuand  nays,  I  notice  that  upon  the 
motion  made  by  my  friend  and  colleague  [Mr. 
Macs]  to  lay  the  resolution  offered  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Territories  [Mr.  Rich- 
ardson] upon  the  table,  my  name  does  not  appear. 
I  merely  desire  to  state  that  if  I  had  been  present, 
I  would  have  voted  against  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  submitted 
by  me  some  days  since,  to  terminate  debate  upon 
the  Nebraaka  and  Kansas  bill,  and  to  modify  that 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
withdraw*  his  demand  for  the  previqtis  question, 
and  proposss  to  modify  his  resolution  as  follows: 

Raohti,  That  deliale  on  Houk  hill  No.  936,  to  organ- 
ise Uie  Tofriioriei  of  Nebiuka  and  Kaaau,  ihsll  tefminala 
■t  twelve  o'clook,  oo  Fitdar,  lb*  I9ih  tostaat.  \  v 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  demand  the  previous 
question  upon  the_passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  lay 
the  resolutionjipon  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays.  , 

Mr.  GIDOINGS.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule*  at  this  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  a  motion  would  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  GIODINOS.  I  desire  to  move  a  auspen- 
sion  of  the  rules,  in  order  to  allow  me  to  introdues 
a  bill,  which  I  offer  upon  my  own  responsibility. 
At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  I  gave  notica 
that  I  would,  on  a  subaequent  dsy,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the 
United  States  laws  as  authorized  the  existing 
coast-wise  slave  trads.  I  now  move  a  suspensiaa 
of  the  rules  that  I  may  introduce  the  bill  which  1 
have  drawn  up  in  purauance  thereof. 

Mr.CLINOMAN.    I  object. 
'    Mr.  OLDS.   The  motion  ofthe  gentleman  from 
Ohio  will  not  take  praeedenee  of  the  resoluliea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  to  dose  debola. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Bentleman  from  Illinoia 
offera  a  reaolution  to  cloas  debate  on  the  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  bill  on  Friday  next.  The  gentleMait 
from  Ohio  movea  to  auspend  the  rules  for  the  tw; 
pose  of  enabling  him  to  introduce  a  bill.  Tka^ 
Chair  is  inelinca  to  the  opinion  that  thia  day ,  Itpisff 
aet  apart  for  tha  purpoae  of  soapcnding  the  ^ail^, 
and  upon  which  motions  may  be  submitted  for- 
that  purpose;  and  inasmuch  as  the  suspsnaion  of 
rules  will  embrace  those  rules aulboiiwng  the  su**' 
penqon  to  go  into  committee,  and  toeioaadebate, 
and  all  that,  it  ia  in  order  to  aubmil  •  rootioa  to 
suspend  the  rule*  generally.  Tlwl  ia  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ORR.  Mr.  Spenkeiy  wl^  a  privileged 
qneation  is  pending,  wBI  it  be  in  order  to  make  « 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules?  Iknowthatlhereiaa 
privUcged  qnestiAAii«w  pending,  but  itis  the  prir* 
tieged  question  \a  ckiH  debate,  and  tha  motion  t» 
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MHp«n4  the  nim,  I  tbiak,  ia  not  «  prMtged 
qaiilina  now  ia  •rd«r. 

1%*  SPEAKER.  If  the  ^deman  from  South 
Oaiiofiim  wffl  aHow  me,  I  will  explain.  The  roo- 
tion  made  br  the  geiMeman  from  Illinois  (Mr. 
KanutsMeM]  ia  a  printtnil  qocaliaii  inTolving 
aolf  a  majority  vote.  The  propoaition  to  aas- 
Mn4  the  mica  made  by  the  KenUemaii  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Gioomat]  embncea  alTthe  rulea  of  the  body 
that  Btand  iirthe  way  of  the  object  he  has  in  view, 
aad  the  Chair  ia  aull  of  opinion  that  that  ques- 
tion ia  first  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  And  yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  carrying 
out  the  view  of  the  Cnair,  it  wAuU  require  a  two- 
third  rote  to  anspend  t|fe  rules. 

The SPBAKKR.  It  would  require  a  two-third 
vote. 

Mr.  ORR.  Bat  would  it  not  be  io  order  for 
aM;  pending  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohto,  to  mOTe  that  the  House  adjourn ;  and  would 
■ot  tiiat  be  such  a  motion  as  that  a  majority  vote 
«paU  be  disposed  of,  and  aa  would  take  prece- 
dence of  the  other? 

TheSPEAKER.  Thatiatroe  in  thia particular 
case. 

Mr.  ORR.  Well,  than,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
pateeive  the  difference  between  them 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  IftheHooaa 
had  ordered  the  main  queation  to  be  put,  the 
Ghair  would  net  entertain  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
•  tleinan  from  Ohio,  to  euspend  the  rulee  until  the 
Bonee  had  diapoaed  of  the  order  to  put  the  main 
qnMtioo.  Rutin  this  instance  there  has  been  no 
each  order.  It  isonly  ademaad  for  thepreviooa 
qoeation. 

Mr.  ORR.  Whatia  the  rule  of  the  Hou8e,Mr. 
Speaker,  allowing  a  reaoluiion  to  be  oOiered  to 
CMae  debate?    I  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  rule 
in  question. 

Portion  of  the  136th  rule  was  th«  read,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

<•  The  Bonie  majr  at  aajr  liroe,  br  a  vote  of*  majority  of 
tbe  membrra  present,  aucuead  (be  mle»sad  orden  Tor  the 
pUrpoMofgoinn  Into  die  Cooimlnee  ordto  Whole  Hod« 
sirilie  Rale  ol^e  Unian :  and  SHo  fcc  proridiBf  for  *• 
ateehuf*  ortlw  Geauaittea  of  Um  Whole  Hoom,  and  the 
Commitlee  oC  Uie  Whole  Houm  on  ihestate  of  the  Union, 
ftonl  ihe  ftordier  eonttderation  of  any  Mil  nftrrad  to  ItaRer 
aetl«|,  wittoet  dshsie,  on  aU  aoiendiaena  pending,  aad 
Ikataiajr  beofllned." 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  woald'submit  to 
the  Chair,  that  by  the  rule  which  has  been  just 
r«ad,iuid  which  I  think  is  the  136th  rule,  it  ia  pro- 
Tided  that  a  majority  may,  at  any  lime,  suspend 
tbe  rules  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  The  same  rule  provides  that  the  House 
may  adopt  a  resolution  closing  debate  before  the 
queslioq  is  taken  on  that  motion.  Another  rule 
proridea  that  a  motion  to  suspend  all  rules  shall 
only  be  in  order  on  Monday.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker, 
tha  difference  of  the  motions  mentioned  ia,  that  the 
one  requiring  a  two-third  rote  can  only  be  made 
09  Monday;  and  the  other,  requiring  a  majority 
o»ly,  tan^be  made  on  any  day.  Each,  aa  I 
lake  it,  ia  equally  privilegcA;  and  the  one  for 
aMfMnding  the  mles  to  go  into  committee— and, 
cynssgnenfly,  to  close  debate  before  that  quee- 
laon  is  taken— ia  of  as  high  aa  ordsr  of  privilege 
aa  tha  one  to  suspend  the  ndes  generally  on 
Monday.  And  I  would  aubmit  thia  queetion  to 
the  Chair:  If  a  motion  were  in  order  made  td-day 
t*  euapciid  the  rules,  so  as  that  the  House  migm 
rtaolm  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whtrie 
House,  would  tliat  motion  be  superseded  by  one 
tataoapend  the  mlea  for  a  specific  purpose,  such 
a»  that  which  the  aentleman  firooa  Ohio  haa  indi- 
cated?' I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  tha  practice  haa 
baea,  ao.  We  have  frequently  gotten  dear  of  these 
paapositieaafor  auapending  Uie  rulea  generally  by 
tbe  prppcaition  to  suspend,  in  order  that  the 
Hamn  might  reeolve  itself  into  the.Committee  of 
tbst  Wholeion  the  state  of  the  Union. 

It  seems  t«  me,  that  whichever  of  these  mo- 
tions faay  be  first  made,  should,  first  be  put.  1 
alaatUnk,  that  thia  resohition  to  terminate  de^te 
ia,  by  ilba  rtile  whiidi  previdee  tat  it,  of  equal  and 
d  aa.  bigli  a  grade  oi  privilege  aa  either  one  to 
■uspoid  the  rulea  generally,  or  one  to  suspend  the 
ndsa'tbat  the  House  mav  resolve  itself  into  the 
Goauaittee  of  the  Whole  on  tha  atate  of  tha 
Qaian. 

Mt.  MGKIMSOIV.  I  ask  learaofthe  House 
t»oliRrareMlatiioliK 


The  SPEAKER.    It  ia  not  in  order  at  thia 


'No! 


Mr.  KERR.    Let  ua  hear  it  read. 

[Criee  of  "Hear!"  "Hear!"  aad 
"Nol" 

The  SPEAKER,  It  can  be  done  only  by 
unanimoua  consent. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  and  others.    I  object. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  am  willing  to  hear  the  reaoiution 
read  for  information. 

The  SPEAKER.    But  it  is  objected  to. 

[Cries  of  "  Hear!"  aad  •<  Let  it  be  read  for 
information !"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  ie  made  by  aev- 
eral  members  upon  the  right  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  waa  here  rec- 
ognized by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  riee  to  a  privileged  quea- 
tion. I  deeire  to  know  if  there  is  any  priviwged 
proposition  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stb- 
rsxHS,]  if  the  House  will  indulge  Kim. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Unless  it  ia  in  order  to 
debate  this  propoaition,  I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  to  debate  the  proposition. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Cannot  the  Chair  hear  a  sug- 
gestion from  a  member,  at  the  option  of  the 
Chair? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ia  not  ia  the  power  of  the 
Chair  to  allow  debate  upon  a  propoaition  of  thia 
sort.  Wehaveanumberof  privilegedqueation»— 
a  number  of  them:  A  motion  to  luljoum;  to  ad- 
journ over  until  a  partieabr  day;  to  lay  upon  the 
table;  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar;  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  dee. 

We  have  alao  a  rule  which  declares  tliat  it  shall 
not  be  io  order  to  move  to  auapenil  the  rulea  gen- 
erally, except  upon  Mondaya.  Fridayaand  Satp 
urdayaare  eetapartfor  tbe  conaideration  of  private 
billa.  That  rule  givea  to  private  matter  a  pref- 
erence. The  Chair  ia  atitf  of  opioion  thu  the 
propoaition  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Qionnioi,]  which  ia  neither  more  or  lees 
than  to  act  aside  all  tbe  nihw  atanding  ia  the  way 
of  the  object  propeeed  to  be  attained,  is  of  a  more 
highly  privileged  ebaraeter  on  Monday  than  any 
other  piopoaitioa  to  aoapend  the  rules  for  any 
other  purpose,  such  as  to  go  into  tha  Committee. 
oC  the  Wntle,  for  mstanee.  That  can  be  done  at 
any  time.  Thia  is  the  language  of  the  rule,  and 
it  would  be  in  order  on  Moniwy  to  go  into  the 
Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
but  the  Chair  decides  that  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  generally,  takes  precedence  of  all  other 
motions  whatever  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  Chair  has  never  knffwn  tbe  question  to  be 
raised  here  before.  The  reason  of  it  is  this:  The 
House  has  usually  submitted  to  the  proposition 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
days, aa  on  other  days.  But  the  Chair,  in  being 
caUed  upon  to  decide  which  of  these  several  mo- 
tions shall  take  precedence,  ia  bound  to  say  that 
the  one  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
QiDDiNGi]  does  take  precedence, 

Mr.  HILLYER.  Believing  that  tbe  decision 
of  the  Chair  will  distract  the  legislation  of  the 
House  to-day,  I  reapectfully  appeal  from  the 
decision. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal  npon 
the  table. 

Mr.  HARRIS  was  here  recognized  by  the 
Canir. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  rise  to  a  question  privi* 
leged  above  all  others.  I.  rise  to  withdraw  the 
motion.  I  do  it  because  the  friends  and  the  foes 
of  the  bill  think  it  wUI  interfere  with  the  fight 
which  i^  going  on,  and  I  am  not  diapoeed  to  em- 
barrass either  aide  with  my  motion. 

Mr.  DEAN.    You  want  a  free  fight. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
laying  the  appaal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House;  and  upon  that  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  call  for  the  reading  ot 
the  rcsolntion  which  I  sent  to  the  Clerk'a  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  to,  the  res- 
olution will  be  read. 

fCriee  of"  loWectl"  "  I  object!"] 

Mr.  DICKINSON.'   Then  ImontoniapeiKh 


tbe  ralea,  for  the  pitrpoae  of  enabUog  'me  to  in- 
troduee  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
suspending  the  rules;  the  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  make  a  motion  to  have  the  reaoiution  read. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  qoealiaa  was  put;  but  beforeihe  reeult  was 
announced, 

Mr.  HAVEN  demat^cd  the  yeaa  and  naya. 

[Crieaon  aU  aidee  of  the  Hall  of  "Let  Uba 
readl'T 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  about  to  an- 
nounce that  the  vote  upon  ordering  the  reeola* 
tion  to  be  read  was  earned  in  the  anrmative. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Then  I  withdrew  my  call  for 
the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Hfchtd,  TkM^be  aewnl  bill'  upon  the  Calendar  of 
bunncMinlheCoaieiineeofthe  Whnleonthettateordw 
UnioB,  be  renmred  to  the  potiUon  they  retpeetlTely  occu- 
pled  beftMK  Monday,  tbe  Sui  inaianl. 

Several  Membek>.     Oh  no!  thai  will  never  do. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  totally  mis- 
taken in  hia  understanding  of  the  paper  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maeaachusetia  asked  to  have  read. 
The  gentleman  bad  no  right  to  have  it  read.  He 
had  no  right  to  make  the  motion  that  it  be  read. 
The  Chair  understood  him  to  call  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricbakdion.] 

Mr.  WALSH.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  ob- 
jected. I  should  not  have  objected  to  the  reading 
of  the  reaoiution  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  to  enable  me  to  offer  the  resolution  which  haa 
just  been  read. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  ia  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR  Is  there  not  a  motion  pending  for 
a  call  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    Such  a  motion  is  pending. 

Mr.  ORR.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  pending  a  call  of  tbe  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  doubt 
about  it.    It  ia  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  Why,sir,  it  might  be  necessary  to 
hbve  a  call  in  order  to  havea  quorum  to  vole  upoa 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  must  first  be 
token  lAion  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  know  the  precise 
condition  of  the  molione  before  the  House,  i 
underetand  that  there  ie  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  tbe  introduction  of  the  resolution  of  the  ° 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  another  mo- 
tion pending  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  Ibniaer 
Am  I  correct? 

The  SPEAKER.  Those  motions  are  before, 
the  House.  * 

Mr..  R  AVEN.  Then,.if  the  motion  that  there 
be  a  call  of  the  House  should  fail,  the  question 
would  recur  upon  the  motion  to  suspend  thenite*t 
would  it  not? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  tbe  opinion  of  tba 
Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motioa 
for  a  call  of  the  House;  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 61,  nays  141;  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMn.  Ball,  Banks,  BennaB,  Btn«nn,  Camp- 
belt.  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Cracker,  CuUom,  Ctinia.ThaiDaS 
Dsvik,  Dean,  lie  Win,  Dick,  Dickinaon,  Edgenon,  Ed- 
manda,  Thomaa  D.  Eliol,  Bverlian,  Parley,  F^tnton,  Plfg- 
ler,  Giddinta,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Raven.  Howe,  Hnehea, 
Hnnt,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Knoi,  Lynn,  McCullocfa,  Mace, 
Matteeon,  Maoriee,  MiddlMwailh,  Moi||aB.  Mnnay,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  OUver,  Parker,  Peck,  Penoiagioa,  Pringle^ 
David  Ritchie.,  Ituaaell,  Sage,  Barai,  Simmona,  Andraw 
Stnan,  John  h.  Taylor^aihanlel  O.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Cp- 
ham,  Walley .  Ellihn  B.  Washbume,  lerael  Waahbarn,  John 
Wemwenb,  Tappan  Wentwonh,  and  Yalen    61. 

NAK8— Meaar*.  AbercrooiUe,  Aiken,  Junes  C.  Allen, 
WilUa  Allen,  Aahe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly, 
Barkidale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  BrecK- 
inridKe,  Bridgea,  Broeka,  Camihera,  Caakie,  Cbaraberlaia, 
Chriaman,  Churehwell,  Clark,  Clinpnan.  Cobb,  Colquitt, 
Cox,  Craige,  John  O.  Davla,  Dawaon,  Dianey.  Dowdetl, 
Dunbar,  Uunhaoi,  Eaatman,  Eddy,  Edmundaon,  filliaaa, 
Engliah,  Elhei<<p,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fuller,  Gamble, 
Goode,  Green,  GrMhwood,  Grey,  Hamihon,  Andrew  S\ 
Harlan,  Bsoipaon.W.  Harrta,  Wiley  P.  Harria,  BaaUan,*:, 
Hendrlcka,  Ilenn,  Hibbard,  BHIycr,  Hourtoa,  ingeraolt;. 
Jotanaon,  Oeoiae  W.  Jonea,  J.  Glenry  Jonea,  Boland  Jonee, 
Kein,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  KHiredse,  Kunx,  Lamb,  Lis*  La- 
tham, Leichrr,  Lifidjey  Lindaley,Macdonald,MoDoaa»li,, 
.VcNair,  Maxwell,  May,  Mayall,  Meachaui,  John  O.  HU- 
ler,  ambb  Mincr,'Mnlaon,  MorrlaOn,  Olda,  Mordecal  Oli- 
vet, Orr,  Packer,  Biahop  Perktna,  Jobs  Perkins,  Pheipa, 
PMUipa,  Powteli,  Pfatl,  Fieamn,  Pwryear,  Beady,  Heew, 
Richardaoo,  Riddle,  Thomaa  Rilchey,  Bobbina,  R(<Ke.n, 
Rowe,  Raflln,  Sabin,  Seward,  Seymour,  Shannon,  Sliaw, 
Shower,  Sineleion,  Genit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
lluaaBitli^WilttaaR;8aitUhu«>i|aW.  Saqr«,  Fred- 
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nick  P.  StiniOD,  Richard  H.  SMnton,  Alexander  H.  Bte- 
pbens,  Hestor  L.  Sievrna,  Struion,  aireub,  David  Stuart, 
John  J.  Taylor,  Tliur»ton,  Trout,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vansant, 
Wade,  Wslbridge,  Wallccr,  Wal all,  Warren,  Welld,  West- 
bconlir  Wiile,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Ilemtciek  B.  WfMit,  and 
ZollicalTer— 141. 

So  the  HouM  refuwd  to  yder  a  call. 

Mr.  CHAMRKRLAIN,  pending  the  call  of 
the  roll;  whan  his  nAme  waa  catted,  roae  for  the 
porpoa*  of  aacenaininf;  whether,  by  the  anani- 
moua  consent  of  the  House,  he  could  not  give  a 
nawn  for  the  vote  he  wtw  about  to  gite. 

Several  tMBioEKs  objected. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.    Then  I  vote  go. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qoeetion  now  recur* 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  reaolation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS.  I  demand  the yaaa  and  aa^ 
apod  that  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  wouM  in- 
quire whether  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maasoobusetts  [Mr.  Digkinioh]  to 
suspend  the  rules  is  not  in  order.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order,  if  he  submita 
the  motion. 

Mr.  DI CK I  NSQJf .  I  have  not  withihawn  my 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing the  resolution  which  I  have  indicated. 
I  asic  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  resolution  was  read,  aa  inaerted  above. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  call  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPSELL.  I  demand  telleia  on  th« 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CAHrsELL 
and  CuoBCHWCLL  were  appointed. 

Th«  I^oase  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  ayes  fifty-two;  more  than  one  fifth  of  a 
()unrum. 

The  qoeation  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dicam- 
son's  motion  to  suspend  the  ralea;  and  i(  waa 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  75,  nays  121;  aa 
follows: 


Bd«ertnD,  Bdmands,  Thomas  D.  Eliol,  Evcrban,  ParUpf, 
Fenion,  Fla«l<r,  Gamble,  Giddtnui,  eondrteb,  (Jrow,  An- 
drew J.  Harlan,  Bsrrima,  Hastings,  Haven,  Rows, 
HogbCT,  Bsnt,  Daniel  T.  Jooea,  Kniu,  LiMdaley,  MeCal- 
loek,  JMatieaon,  Hawic*,  Mcaolmm,  IWddleswarih,  Hor- 
■an,  Uarray,  Norton,  Andew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pe»- 
lilnnon,  Bintaop  Perfciu,  Prinrie,  David  Rttehle,  Rnmell, 
SaMn,  Safe,  Sapp,  Simmona,  Skeiffim,  Oettil  Sailth.  Strail- 
too,  Andrew  Smart,  lohn  L.  Tajrtor,  Natbantal  O.  Taylor, 
Thaisloo,  Tracy,  Troo<,  Dpbaa,  Wade,  Waliey,  Elllhn  B. 
Wssbbwme,  lamal  Wartibam,  Weli*,  Joba  Wentwonb, 
Tamien  Wentworib,  and  Vatea— 7A. 

WAYS— Me««i».  Abercmmbie,  Aiken,  JamM  C.  Allen, 
Aabe,  Tbooida  H.  Bayly,  BatlcMMe,  Barry,  B4I,  Bncoek, 
Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridim,  Brooka,  Caruibera,  Ciakie, 
Cbamberlain,  Chnaman,  UtaurcbweU,  Clark,  Cliagman, 
Cobb,  Ctetqnin,  Cox,  Craige,  John  O.  Davl*,  Dawtoii,  Obw- 
dell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  ElMy,  Bdmundlbh,  EltbioH.Bntli^, 
EUieridge,  Paulkner,  Florence,  Puller,  Ooode,  Greeii, 
Greenwood,  Grey,  Haniilloo,  8.  W.  Rarrfa,  Hendricka, 
Rnin,  Uibbard,  Hillyer,  Hnuslon,  Ingenoll,  Johnson,  fl. 
W.  Jones,  J.  Olancy  Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Kellt,  Kerr,  Kid- 
weR,  Kurlz,  Lajnb,  Lane,  Laihaai,  Lenrher,  r,|ndtey,  Mae~ 
donald,  McDoiigair,  NeNaIr,  Macy,  Maxwell,  May,  Mayan, 
John  G.  Miller,  Siblib  Miller,  MorrJ«on,  Old),  Hordec^ 
Oliver, Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkina,  Phelpi,  Philtlhe,  Pow- 
ell. Pratt,  Prealon,  Puryear,  Ready,  Reese,  Richardson, 
BIddle,  BotMna,  Roftem,  Rowe,  Ru|Iln,  Sewnrd,  ffeymoar. 
Shannon,  Shaw,  Hbower,  Singlelon,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
WilHam  Smith,  William  R.  Smith.  George  W.  Slnyth, 
Frederick  P.  Sunton,  Richanl  H.  Btantgn,  Alexander  n. 
Stepliens,  Heslnr  L.  Stevens,  Siraab.  David  Stuart,  John 
J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanaant,  Walbtidge,  Walker, 
Walsh,  Warren,  Wesibrook,  Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wriiht, 
Bendnek  B.  Wright,  and  ZoincoS'er--I91. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  aak  tha  rataiiimoM 
twnsent  of  the  House  fbr  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing the  following  resolution.  IT  thert  lie  ob- 
jection, I  move  that  the  rulaa  of  the  Houaa  be 
•uspended  for  the  porpoae  indicaMd: 

Aesofcieif,  That  debaie  on  biU  No.  S3t,  to  bitanise  the 
Terrltoriaa  ofNebraska  and  Kansas,  a^sll  tcrmloata  at  four 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  Friifay,  Uib  instant,  and  tflat  thi;  consider- 
aHon  of  Uie  apeclai  onler  on  MU  No.  SM,  ftirUM  PacMe 
ralltoad,  be  poaiponed  until  tbe  94th  inataal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  obiect. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Tx«n  I  move  that  tke 
rulea  be  auapended  for  the  purpoae  I  have  indica- 
ted. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  demand  tbe  yaaa  and  naya  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  would  ask  the 
unanimout  consent  of  the  House  for  tbe  porpoae 
•f  making  a  aingie  anggestion. 


[Cries  of  "Hear  html"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  that  the  gentleman  be  heard  I 

Mr.  SAQE.     I  object. 
■    Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.    I  desire  to  propound 
an  inquiry  to  the  gentleman  from  Itliooia,  and  no 
more. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  rises  in  his  place  and  objects.  The  gentle- 
man, therefore,  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  EDQERTON.  I  would  like  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 

RlCHARCaOM.] 

[Cries  of  "  Hear  him ! "  "  Hear  them  both ! ."] 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  that  the  gentleman  be  heard  f 

rCrieaof  «'Hearhim!"  "Idtgect."] 

The  SraiAKER.  Oentlemen  objecting  must 
rise  in  their  places  and  do  «b. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  rise  in  my  place,  and  object. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  do  not  want  to  be  invidioua.  I 
have  objected  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and 
must  object  now  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  move  to  amend  tbe 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  do  so. 
The  resolution  is  not  now  before  the  House.  If 
the  rules  be  suspended  for  it*  introduction,  it  will 
then  be  amendable. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  propose,  when  it 
is  in  order,  to  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
iiiserting  Saturday, at  twdve  o'clock,  m.,  inateaid 
of  Friday,  at  fbur'o'cleck. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Edoertov]  asks  the  privilege  of 
being  heard  <br  a  moment  or  two,  and  it  ia  ob- 
jectM  to.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  be  heard  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order.  There 
i«  a  motion  to  saapend  the  mlea  already  pending. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  want  to  accommodate 
theae  gentlemaiv  if  I  can 

[Cnea  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  8AOE.    Is  debate  in  orlcr  ? 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentfeman  has  a  right  to  mod- 
ify his  resolution. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  modify  my  resoTit- 
tion  so  as  to  make  it  cloae  debate  at  twelve  o'clock, 
m.,  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  ORR.  Now  we  AaH  see  whether  these 
gentlemen  who  want  thne  for  debate  are  in  earnest. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

"The  question  was  then  tiiken;  and  there  wera— 
yeaa  137,  nays  66;  aa  follows: 

YE.\a — Heaara.  Abercrambie,  Aiken,  JameaC.  Allen, 
Winia  Allen,  Ashe,  David  X.  Bailey,  Tbomaa  H.  Bailey, 
Banks,  BalrkMBte,  Batry,  MK,  Bocoek,  Boyce,  Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges,  Brooka,  Carmlsara,  Caakle,  Chamberiaia, 
Untamtui,  UbaiakWeU,  CJaak,  Clin«nap,  Cobb,  Coiqulit, 
Cox,  Craige,  (jummlng,  Joba  Q.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dna, 
Disney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Eddy,  Edgerton,  Ed- 
mnndson,  Ellison,  English,  Faulkner,  Pnrenee,  FnHer, 
Gamble,  (loode,  OreBB,Oraeawoad,  Gray,  Haiainon,  An- 
drew J.  Harlan,  Ssapson  W.  Hsnis,  Wiley  P.  Harri«> 
Bjenn,  Hibbaid,  HillVer,  Houston,  Hiigbes,  Ingersoll,  John- 
Mn,  George  W.  Jonea,  J,  GlancV  Jones,  Roland  Jone«, 
Kent,  KeiT,  KidWell,  itillrsdfe,  Korls,  Lamb,  Laae,  La- 
tham, Letener,  Lindley,Llndsley,  Macdonald,  McDetigaH, 
McNair,  Maee,  Macy,.  Maxwall,  Msy.  Murall,  Jotaa  O. 
Miller,  SmiUi  Milter,  Hltlaon,  Morrison,  Noble,  Olds,  Mor- 
decai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillip, 
PaweR,  Piail,  PreMoo,  Puryear,  Rea<y,  Reeae,  Ricbard- 
son.  Riddle,  Thomas  Utawj,  BabMoS,  Rogen,  Rows, 
Ramn,  Seward,  Seymoai,  Sbaanon,  Bbaw,  Shower,  Sin- 
gleton, Samuel  A.  SniiUi,  William  Smith,  William  R. 
smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richatd 
H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hestor  L.  Sieveiia, 
Straub,  David  8«aart,|obn  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  O.  Taylor, 
Trottt,  Tweed,  Vail,  VaasaaMValhridge,  Walker,  Walab, 
Warren,  John  Wentwortb,  Weatbrook,  Witte,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wrigbl,  and  ZollfcolRir— 137. 

NATS— Haasts.  Ball,  Beleher,  Bmeoa,  Bentaii,  aatnp- 
hsil,  Caipsnter,Cbudler,  Crocker,  Cnllom,  Tbamu  pavia, 
De  wilt,  Dick,  bickinson,  £a^an,EdniandB,  Thomas 
D.  Elloi,  EVerbarl,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Giddings, 
Soodrich.  Grew,  Raniaon,  liaMiiHrs,  Haven.  Howe,  Hunt, 
Daniel  T.  Jonee,  Kn«z,  Lyon,McCulh>cta,  Mauaeon,  Mao- 
rice,  Mesohaoi,  Middleswarth,  Morgan,  Murray,  Norton, 
i\ndrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Feckham,  Pennington, 
Bishop  Perkins,  Fringle,  David  Riiehle,  Rnasell.  SaUn, 
Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Gerrll  Smith,  Btranon,  Andrew 


Buw^John  L.  Tayler,  TbnrMnn,  Tracy,  Upbam,  Wada, 
Walley,  EIHha  B.  Wasbbume,  tstael  Waslibum,  WeUa, 
Tappaa  Wentwortb,  and  Yates— M. 

So,  two  thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof,  the  mles 
ware  suspended. 

Mr.  8NODORASS  alirted  that  he  had  paired 
off  with  Mr.  CoawiK. 

Mr.  jriCHOLS.  I  deaire  toaay,  that  I  shooM 
htve  voted  for  the  modified  proposition  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Illinois,' but  for  the  fkct  that  I 


some  time  since  paired  off  with  Mr.  MeM(iU4»« 
of  Virginia,  on  the  Nebraska  question,  imd  be  ia 

ret  absent.    I  apprehend  he  would  have  voted  at 
should  vote  on  the  pending  proposition,  but  I 
do  not  feel  authorieed  to  vote  in  his  abaence. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  sttbmit  the  rea- 
olution,  as  modified,  and  upon  it  I  demand  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HUNT.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
I  will  propoae  an  amendinent  aa  to  time,  which 
will  make  the  resolution  more  satisfactory  to  the 
opponents  of  ti«e  bill. 

Cries  of"  Hear  Wm!"  "No,  no!"  and  "Ob- 
ject!") 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  to  lay  the-rssoliition  upon 
the  (tible;  and  on  that  motion  I  demand  the  yaos 
and  naya. 

The  SPEAK&R.  The  gentleman  from  Nov 
York  [Mr.  Sagc]  movea  to  lay  the  reaolution  upon 
the  tattle,  and  upon  that  motion  demanda  the  yaos 
and  nays.  The  gentleman  from  Louiaiana  jMr. 
Hunt]  asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Houae 
to  make  a  suggestion  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

[Criea  of  "Hear  him!"  "Hear  him!"  from 
all  parts  of  the  Houae.1 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  yield  the  floor  to  th« 
gentleman. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.    I  object. 

Mr.  HUNT.  The  gentleman  compds  me  re- 
luctantly to  take  ground  that  I  would  not  take     4 

[Loud  criea  of  "Order!"  "Order!"] 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  Hook  upon  the  gentfeman  froia 
Louiaiana  aa  a  factioniat.  He  la  acting. with 
them. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  demand  teller*  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CAMriBLL 
and  Vail  were  appointed. 

Tbe  Houae  waa  then  divided  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  naya;  and  the  tellera  reported  fift|^ 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll;  but 
before  the  reetUt  was  announced, 

Mr.  HUNT  rose  and  aaid:  lamaorrytotronUa 
the  House;  but  I  ask  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
one  word,  or  aak  a  question  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, in  a  matter  that  concerns  my  ieeUngs. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unaniraoua  plteaare 
of  the  House  that  the  gentleman  from  Louiaiana 
[Mr.  Htnrr]  ahould  be  heard? 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  take  the  same  ground  that  I 
did  before. 

Mr.  HUNT.  If  the  gentleman  Cram  North 
Caroliiy  stigmatlBes  roe  as  a  factioniat,  it  ia  • 
falaehood,  before  God  and  my  country. 

[Vociferous  criea  of  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  HUNT.    I  repeat  that  it  is  a  falsehood. 

[Great  confusion  in  the  Hall,  members  rising  to 
their  feet  and  ahoutin?  "  Order !"] 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  If  the  gentleman  deshw  tb 
bully  the  House,  he  shall  not  do  it.  He  shall 
not  bully  me.  .  I  did  say  he  waa  a  factioniat,  and 
I  now  repeat  it. 

[Renewed  cries  of  "  Order !"] 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  demand  that  the 
Sergeabt-at-Arma  taka  these  men  into  custody.  I 
demand  that  they  be  arrested. 

The  Speaker  directed  the  S«rgaant-at-Arma  to 
preserve  order  in  the  Hall;  whereupon  theStt- 
geant-ai-Arms  proceeded  with  his  mace  to  the, 
scene  of  confusion,  and  order  waa  immediately 
restored; 

The  voti  upon  Mr.  Saoc's  mgtion  was  theh 
announced,  aa  foUowa — yeas  65,  nays  134;  aa  fol- 
io wa: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Ball,  Benson,  iteriton,  Campbell,  Car- 

BMiIer,  <7h.iTuUer,  Crocker, Culloni,  Dnvis,  Vt:  Witt,  Pick, 
Ic-kiiison,  t^a^ttnmn,  Kdmanda,  Thoinas  0.  Eliot,  Elher- 
i4|p,  l^vcrharl,  Farley,  Fentoo,  Flneler,  Goodrich,  Grow, 
HarriiKui,  HastiriKfl,  Haven,  Huw,  Hum,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
Knox,  Lyon,  McCulloch,  Matteson,  Maurice,  Meacham, 
Middlt'swartll,  Morgan,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Farker,  Peck,  Peniiinffton,  Bisilop  I*erkins,  Pringle,  David 
Ritcliie,  Russell^  Sabin,  Hage,  dapp,  Simmons,  Oerrit 
Smith,  Strnlton,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurs- 
ton, Tracy,  tJphani,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Wnshbume, 
Israel  Washburn,  Wells, TappanJVVentworth,  and  Yates — 
05.  • 

NAYS— Meaara.  Abercmmbie,  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Allen, 
Willis  AUen,  Aabe,  Da^  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bafty, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Bocoek,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridg«t> 
Bronka,  Oarulbets,  Caakie,  Chamberlain,  Chrlsinaa, 
Cborebwen,  Clark,  Clingman ,  Cobb,  COlqnItl.  CM,  Crdae, 
Camming,  Min  O.  Davis,  Dawann,  De^,  DtaaeyiMW* 
dell,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edgerton,. Edmundsoa.  Kllison^fpg- 
llah,  Fanlkoer,  Florence,  Fuller,  Oanibie,(nddlnn,  OBaae, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Sampom  W.  HWria, 
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Wilay  P.  Huria,  Rmdriekt,  a«na,  Hibbard,  Hlllr*r,  Row  - 
Mil,  liHanoll,Jiil>M<n,  George  W.  Jonce,  i.  Oluwy  ioaM, 
B<ilaiHiJnna,KeiN,K«r,Kidwell,Kiltr<id|e,Kum4.*inb, 
L*ne,  IiMbun,  Letcher,  Llndley,  Linduey,  Mnedoneld, . 
McUougmll, McNeir,  Mace,  Mae)r,Maxw«ll,May,Mi]rall, 
John  O.  Mtller,  Bmitb  Miller,  MdlwHi,  Horrleon,  Nobl«, 
OMe,  Mordecal  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Jobn  Perkim,  Fheipe, 
PtaiMpa,  Powell,  Prail,  Prmloii,  Puryear,  Ready,  Reeie, 
Xichanbon,  Hiddle,  Tbooiae  Ulcbey,  Kobbioe,  Bogere, 
■owe,  RaAn,  Seward,  Seymour,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower, 
Moileiou,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George 
W.  Smylh,  Praderick  P.  Sianiaa,  Richard  H.  Sianion, 
Alexander  H.  Slephene,  lieetoi  L.  Stevene,  Straub,  DaTid 
8iaan,Juhn  J.  Taylor, Trout, Tweed,  Vail,  I'annnt,  Wal- 
bridge.  Walker,  Waleh,  Warren,  John  Wentwnrih,  Weel- 
hnwk.  Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Heqdriek  B.  Wright,  and 
Zollieairer-134. 

So  tb«  HonMreAiMd  IoUt  ibe  resolation  upon 
Km  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  it  upon 
■eeoixling  the  demand  for  the  previoua  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  1  now  more 
thnt  the  Hooie  adjourn. 

Mr.  SAOE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  tfae 
yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  rise  to  inquire 
whether  it  is  in  order  to  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution oflfered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
BicUARDsoir.] 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order,  there 
being  a  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  1  demand 
tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Haerii,  of 
Alabama,  and  Campbell,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  fifly  gentlemen  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  move  when  this  House  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next;  and 
upon  tJiat  motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  demand  tellers  upon  the 
'  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  Chvrchwbll  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  tlie  tellers 
reported  forty-one  gentlemen  voting  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  wpre  ordered. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
Ihe  House;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tile  SPEAKER.  Ths  motion  mode  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Bek>oh]  is  not  in 
order,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  a  motion  now 
pending  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  56,  nays  131;  as  folloiMB: 

YKAS— Meeara.  Ball,  Beonetl,  Benarfn,  Bentnn,  Camp- 
hell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Croekw,  Thomaa  Davia,  De 
Wiu,  DJck,  Dickinaon,  Edmanda,  Tbomaa  D.  Elkii,  Ever- 
ban,  Pariinr,  Fenloa,  Flagler,  Oiddioia,  Goodrich,  Grow, 
Harriann,  Raven,  Howe,  Hum,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Knox, 
McCulkiph,  Matieann,  Maurice,  Mracham,  Mlddleawanh, 


Wade,  Walley,  Elllbu  B.  Waahburae,  Jarael  Waabbnrn. 
Tappan  Weniwonh,  and  Tale*— 56. 

NAYS— Meaara.  AbeisrDmMe,A<ken,  Jaaea  C.  Allen, 
WilU*  Allen,  David  J.  Bailey, Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Bridgea,  Ca- 
nilhera,  Caskie,  Chamberlain,  Chorehwell, Clark,  Cling- 
man,  Cobb,  C'llquin,  Cox, Craige,  John  6.  Davia,  Dawaon, 
Dean,  Dnwdrll,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Baatnian,  Eddy,  Ed- 
mandaon,  Ellia<in,Bntliah,  Elberfdge,  Faulknrr,  Florenee, 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Ooode,  Green.  Greenwood.  Grey,  Hamil- 
ton, Slimpeon  W.  Harria,  Haminga,  Headricka,  Henn,Hlb- 
bard,  Hillyer,  Hnuaton,  Ingendl,  Jobnaoa,  George  W. 
Jonea,  J.  Glancy  Jonea,  Rolaod  Jonea,  KeM,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well,  Klltredge,  Kurtt,  Lane,  Lalbam,  Letcher,  Llndley, 
Lindaley,  Macdohatd,  McDougall,  McNalr.  Mace,  Maey, 
Maxwell,  May,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Mlllson, 
Morriaon,  Nicbola.  Ulda,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer, 
BiahopPerkina,  John  Petkina,  Phelpa,  Pbillipa,  Powell, 
Prall,  Prealon,  Puryear, Ready,  Reeae,  Richardaon,  Riddle, 
Bobbina,  Bogera,  Row<k  Ruffln,  Seward.  Seymour,  Shan- 
non, Shaw,  Shower,  Singltlim,  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A. 
Smidi,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick 
P.  SlantOB,  Alexander  H.  Stephena,  Heator  L.  Slevena, 
'Stranon,  Straub,  Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Trout,  Vail,  Tanaant,  Wal- 
kridge,  Walker,  Walab,  Watien,  WelU,  John  Wentwonh, 
Weatbrook,  Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbl,  Hendrlck  B.  Wtiihl, 
andZolllcoBer- 131. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  till  Wed- 
oesday. 

The  (|uestion  then  recurred  on  the  motion  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  token;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negatiTS-^yeiis  53,  nays  133;  as  follo«s: 

YEAS— JMeaara-  Ball,  Bemien,  Bcoann,  Bentnn,  Camp- 
bell, Carpenipr,  Crocker,  Thomaa  Davia,  De  Wilt,  Dick, 
DIckineun,  Edmanda,  Tbotbas  D.  EIIm,  Everhart,  Farlay, 


Fenlon,  GIddlaga,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Harriaon,  Haven- 
Howe,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Knox,  McCulloeb,  Mane, 
aon,  Mauclec,  Meacham,  Middlaewanb,  Morgan,  Murray, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pennington,  Pringle. 
David  Riicliie,  Ruaaell,  Sabin,  Sage,  Slnimona,  John  L. 
Taylor,  Thnraion,  Tracy,  Upham.  Wade,  Walley,  Elllha  B{ 
Waibbume,  lataal  Waahbum,  Tappan  Wentwonh,  aad 
Yalea— 63. 

NAYS — Meaara.  Abtsrerombie,  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Allen, 
Willie  Allen,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barkadale,  Barry,  Belcher, 
Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea,  caruthera, 
Caakie,  Cliamberlain,  Cbriaman,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cllng- 
man,  Cobb,  Colqaitt,  Cralge,  Cullnm,  Camming,  John  O. 
Davia,  Dawaon,  Uianey,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham, Eddy, 
Edmundaon,  Elliaon,  Engllab,  Btheridge,  Faulkner,  Flor- 
ence, Gamble,  Gonde,  Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton, 
Sawpaon  W.  Harria,  Haadnga,  Hendricka,  Henn,  Hibbord, 
Hillyer,  Houalon,  Inger»olI,Jiihiiaon,  George  W.  Jonea,  J. 
Olaney  Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  KeiU,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kanz, 
Lamb,  Lane,  Latham,  Letcher,  Llndley,  Lindaley,  Mae- 
donald,  McDougall,  ""  "'  '  "'  ""  ""  "  "" 
all,  John  G.  Miller, 
Olda,  Mordecai  Oli 
PhllHp*.  Powell,  Pratt,  Preaion,  Puryear,  Ready,  Reeae, 
Richardaon,  Riddle,  Thomaa  Rilchey,  Robbina,  Rogera, 
Ruffln,  Seward,  Seymonr,  Shannon,  Shaw.  Shower,  81n- 
ili'lnn,  Gerrii  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smiih,  William  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smylh,  Frederick  P.  Stan- 
ton, Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephena,  Heator 
L-  Slevena,  Siraiton,  Straub,  Andrew  Sluarl,  David  Sluan, 
John  J.  Taylor,  Tmut,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanrant,  Walbridge, 
Walker,  Walah,  Warren,  Wella,  John -Wentwonh,  Weat 
bmnk.  Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Ilendrick  B.  Wright,  and 
Zollicoffer— laa. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MATTESON,and  Mr.  WA8HBURNE, 
of  Illinois,  took  the  floor. 

(Loud  cries  of  "Question!"  "dueation!" 
from  all  sides  of  the  Hall,  and  great  confusion 
aad  disorder.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  appeals  to  the 
House  to  come  to  order.  The  Chair  will  put  no 
question  until  the  House  does  come  to  order.  ' 

Order  having  been  restored. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  que«4ion  now  recurs  on 
seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  WAiHstiRME] 
has  the  floor,  and  is  addressing  ihe  Chair. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  move,  iMr.  Speaker, 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House;  and  on  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ruled  that  motion 
out  of  oitler.  It  was  the  last  motion  taken  except 
that  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  Then  I  move  that  when 
the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wed- 
nesday next;  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  for  ths  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  also  has  bsen 
this  moment  passed  upon,  and  is  not  in  order  now. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to 
lay  on  the  table  Ihe  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  RicMARotOH)]  ana  on 
that  motion  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  TheChair  has  decided  sgain 
and  again,  since  he  occupied  this  position,  that 
such  a  motion  cannot  be  repeated  until  there  has 
been  soma  vote  taken  changing  the  character  of 
theproposition  before  this  m>dy. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  it  was 
seconded. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  renew 
my  motion,  that  when  the  Hoi^  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next;  and  on  tliat 
motion  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  may  properly  make  that 
motion  now. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Can  he  do  so,  Mr. 
Speaker,  after  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  been  seconded  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes,  it  can  be  done  afUr 
seeoqding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 
The  Chatr  decided  the  other  day.  when  there  was 
a  contest  about  the  time  for  submitting  a  motion 
to  adjourn  over,  that  the  proper  time  for  making 
that  motion  would  be  when  there  was  pending  a 
motion  to  adjourn;  for  the  former  takes  prece- 
dence of  it.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  the 
motion  to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn 
over,  are  of  each  a  character  that  they  may  be 
put,  now  that  there  hius  been  legislative  lustion 
upon  this'  bill. 

Mr.  GOODRICH,  (at  two  o'clock  and  twenty 
minutes,  p.  m.)  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  MATTBSON.  I  demand  tellen  on  the 
y«s  and  nays; 


Tellera  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell, 
and  Harris  of  Alabama,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  demand 
for  th^  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty-four  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  theyeos  and  naf  s  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  now  move 
that  whso  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  until 
Wednesday  next;  and  upon  that  motion  1  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SAOE.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  the  demand 
fop'the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CAHrBSLLi 
and  HARRii  of  Alabama,  were  appointed. 

Ths  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  that  when 
the  House  adjoums.itadjoum  to  meet  on  Wednes- 
day next,  it  was  put;  and  decided  tn  the  negative 
— yeas  SI,  nays  136;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Ball,  Bennett,  Benann,  BenHm,  Car- 
penler,  Chandlw,  Crocker,  Thomaa  Davia,  Dick,  Dickin- 
aon, EdOMimd*,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Everhan,  Farley,  Pen- 
bm,  Flagler,  GMdiaga,  Goodrich,  6row,  Harriaon,  llavao, 
Howe,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Knox,  Lyon,  McCulkKb,  Maite- 
a*m,  Maurice,  Meacham,  Middleawarlh,  Morgan,  Nitrloo, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pennlngwn,  Pringle,  David 
Bilchie,  Ruaaell,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simimiae,  Jokn  L. 
I'aylor,  Tracy,  Upham,  Walley,  Klliha  B.  Waahbarne, 
larael  Waahbvm,.Tappaa  Wentwonh,  and  Yaiea— SI. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Abinctombie,  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Allen, 
WHIia  Alien,  Aabe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  B.  Bayly, 
Barkadale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell.  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breckin- 
ridge, Bridgea,  Brooka,  Camthera,  Caakie,  Cbriaman, 
Churchwell,  Clark,  Cllngman,  Cobb,  Colqaitt,  Cox,  CraJce, 
Cullom,  Camming,  John  G.  Davia,  Dawaon,  Dean,  DM. 
ney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Eaalman,  Eddy,  Edminid- 
aon,  Elllann,  Kngliab,  Elberldge,  Faulkner,  FloreiKa,6aat- 
ble,  Gflode,  Green,  Greenwood.  Grey,  Hamiliati,  SaiinaoB. 
W.  Harria,  WUvy  P.  Harria,  BaaUnga,  Hendricka,  Hens, 
Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Hooaton,  Ingeraotl,  Johnaon,  George  W. 
JoneaV-  Glancy  Jonea,  KetU,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kluiedg^ 
Kuna,  Lamb,  Lane,  Laiham,  Lelebar,  Llndley,  Undaley, 
Mnedonald,  McNalr,  Maey,  Maxwell,  May,  Mayall,  Joiia 
G.  Miller,  Smidi  Miller,  Mlnaon,  Horriam,  NoWe,  Olda, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Jobn  Perklaa,  Pbetpa  PWI- 
tlpe,  Powell,  Pratt,  Praalon,  Poryear,  BMdy,  RlehaidaoD, 
Riddle,  Thomaa  RUebey,  Robbiaa,  RogeA,RiiliB,  Saward, 
Seymour.  Bhamioa,  Shaw,  Shower,  Sinalelon,  Gerrit 
Smith,  WUIian  BrolUi,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W. 
8myth(Fred«iick  P. Stsmoo, Blebaid  H.  SiaalOB,  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephana,  Haalor  L.  Stevcna,  Btiattan,  Siiaab, 
Joba  J.'Taylor,  Natbantal  G .  Taylor,  TtoiM,  Vail ,  Vaaaant, 
Wade,  Walbfidgs,  Walker.  Walak,  Warren,  John  Wam- 
wmUi,  Waatbmok,  Wltlr,  Daniel  B.  Wri■h^  Hendriek  B. 
Wri^l,  aad  ZoUicofti^iaS. 

So  the  House  refliBed  to  adjourn  over. 

The  question  then  reenrring  n(>on  the  motion 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  i^  was  put;  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  33.  nays  136;  •• 
follows: 

'  YEAS— Meaar,a.  Ball,  BenneU,  Benaoa,  Campbell,  Car- 
ranter,  Chandler,  Cgpcker,  De  Witt,  IlickiDaon,  Edmanda, 
Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Everhart,  Farley,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Har- 
riaon, HoWe,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Knox,  McCulloeb,  Matte- 
eon,  Maurice,  Meacbam,  Middleawarth,  Morgaa,  Norton, 
Andrew  Olivet,  Parker,  Peck,  PecKbam,  Peanmgien,  Prin- 
gle, and  DavM  Ritchie— 33. 

NAYS — Meaara.  AbercromHe,  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Allan, 
Willla  Allen,  David  J.  Bailey,  TboawaB.  Bayly,  Barkadals, 
Barry,  Beleber,  Bell,  Bocock.  Brecklnndae,  Bridgea, 
Brouka,  Camlbera,  Cbriaman,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cling- 
man,  Cobb,  Colqaitt,  Cox,  Cullom,  Cummlnc,  John  O.  Da- 
via, pawann,  Dean,  Dianey,  Dowdell,  Doabsr,  Daoham, 
Eaalman,  Eddy,  Elliaon,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Poller,  C 


Ma,  Goode,  Green,  Greenwood,  Giey,  Hamilton,  Sampaon 
W.  Harria,  Baatinga,  Hendrick^  Henn,  Bibbard,  Hillyer, 
Boa'.ton,  Ingeraoll,  Jobnaon,  George  W.  Jonea,  J.  Gtaney 
Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Keltl.Kerr.Kldwell,  Kittredge,  Knria, 
Lalbam,  Letcher,  Lindley,  Lindaley,  Macdonald,  McDoa- 
gall,  McNair,  Maxwell,  May,  John  G.  Miller,  St^Oi  Miller, 
Millaoa,  Morriaon,  NoUe,  Olda,  Mordaeai  OUver,  On,  Pack- 
er, Joton  Perkina,  Phelpa,  Pbillipa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Prcaloa, 
Puryear,  Ready,  Rlcnanlann,  Riddle,  Tbomaa  Ritebey, 
Robbina,  Rogera,  Rows,  Ruffln,  Sewnrd.  Seymour,  Shait- 
noo,  Shaw,  Shower,  Singleton,  Gerrit  Smith,  BaaiiwIA. 
Smith,  WUIiam  Smith,  William  R.  SmiUi  Geoifa  W. 
Smylh,  Frederick  P.  Slantnn,  Richard  B.  Sunton,  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephena,  BealorL.  Stevena,  Straltoa,  Strang 
AndiewSnaan,  Djivld  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Naihanial 
6.  Taylor,  Trout,  Tweed,  Vanaant,  Walbridge,  Walker, 
Wal«h,  Warren,  Jobn  Wentwonh,  Weatbrook,  WUta. 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  aad  Hendriek  B.  Wright— 196. 

Su  the  House  refUsed  tti  adjourn. 

rCrissof  "auestionl"  "auestion  !"J 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  ask  the  tinani- 
mous  consent  «f  tht  House  to  introduce  a  resolti-' 
tion. 

Many  MEMBBnt.    I  qbieet. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  TlispraviouB  question  li(« 
been  seconded. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.    It  is  not  in  order. 

[Cries  of  <•  auestion !"  "  auestion !"] 

Ths  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  would  say  to  tke 
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centleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Wairbdiin,]  that 
It  is  out  of  order  to  introduce  any  new  matter  of 
legislation,  tlie  House  being  engaged  in  acting 
upon  a'matter  under,  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Then  I  move  to  lay  upon 
tne  table  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentlemin 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Riciiardsun.T 

[Cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order  !'7 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  that  motion 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  the  motion 
out  of  order.' 

[Cries  of  "auestioni"  "auestion!"  and 
"Order!""  Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  an  express  rule  of 
the  House  which  forbids  a  call  of  the  House  when 
a  motion  has  been  submitted  upon  which  the 
House  has  seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question.  The  Chair  will  turn  to  the  rule,  if  any 
gentleman  desires. 

[Cries  of  "  Oh.  no !"  all  over  the  Hall.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  can  turn  to  the 
rule  if 

[Cries  of  ••auestion!"  and  "Call  the  roll!" 
and  great  confusion.] 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  want  to  make  one  inquiry  of 
the  Chair. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!") 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hopes  the  House 
will  permit  the  gentleman  to  make  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    Oh,  no ! 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  then  move  a  division  of  the 
question.  The  resolution  involves  a  postpone- 
ment of 

[Cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order !"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
the  Chair  to  say  that  the  question  is  upon  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  be  now  put.  As  manjr 
as  are  in  favor  of  that  proposition  will 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Yeas  and  nays 
upon  that. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

rCries  of"  Call  the  roll!"  "  Call  the  roll  <"] 

The  question  being  npoli  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put,  it  was  put;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  I9T,  nays  G3;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mem*.  AbereramUe,  Aiken,  Jsatcs  C.  Allen, 
Willis  Allen,  Dkvld  J.  Baik?,  Tbomas  B.  BsriT.  Baiki- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Boeoek,  Bojree,  Bcacklnrldsd,  Btidgem, 
Brook*,  Cannben,  Oaakle,  Ohriamaa,  Cbarebwell,  Clark, 
Cltognaa,  Cobb,  Cdqain,  Cox,  Craifi,  Jobn  S.  Davii, 
JtawaOB,  Dean,  Disoey,  Dowdell,  Onnber,  Donbam,  Eddy, 
Edmundeon,  Elliaon,  Ewglitta,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Faller, 
Oamble,  Goode,  Oreen,  Greenwood,  Onj,  Hanilton, 
8un|Mon  W.  Hania,  Wiley  P.  Herri*,  Hendiieks,  Henn, 
Hibbard.  Hillyer,  HooMon,  Iiiferaoll,  Jobnaon,  Oeoiie  W. 
Jones,  jr.  Glancey  Jones,  Roland  Jone*.  Keitt,  Ketr,  Kid- 
well,  Kanx,  I.amb,  Lane,  Laibam,  Letcher,  Lindley, 
l.lnd*l*y,  Macdon*ld,McDoocall,McNtlr,  Muwrll,  May, 
Manlt.JnhnG.  Miller.  Soiiih  Miller,  MllUon,  Morriwin, 
Nnbte,  Old*,  Mnrdecsi  Olivrr,  Orr,  Packer,  Jobn  Perkina, 
Pbelp*,  Pbinins,  Powell,  Pralt,  Preaton,  Paryear,  Ready, 
Siebardnm,  Riddle,  Tbooia*  Kitebey,  Robbina,  Rogera, 
Rowe,  RnlBn,  Snward,  Boymoor,  Shannon,  Sbaw,  Sbowar, 
Hifiileton,  Samuel  A.  Smilb,  Wiaian  Sinilb,  Williani  R. 
Smith,  Omrft  W.  Smylb,  Frederick  P.  Bnuilon,  Richard 
H.  SlaMon,  Alexander  H.  8la|iben*,  Honor  L.  Stevena, 
Snaub,  David  Smart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Naitaanid  O.  Tay- 
lor, Troni,  Tw««d,  Vaoaant,  Walbridfe,  Walker,  Walrii, 
Warren,  John  Wentwnnb,  Wealbraok,  Wine,  Daniel  B. 
Wrisht,  Hendrick  B.  Wfigtit,  and  ZoUleolfer— 137. 

NATS— M«<«ra.  Ball,  Benneu,  Benann,  Benion,  Camp- 
bell, Oanwatrr,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Callom,  Tbomaa  Da- 
vis, De  Wilt,  nick,  Dickinaon,  Bdroanda,  Tbomaa  D.  Eliot, 
Etberidce,  Evechart,  Fatlnr,  Fenton,  Flai;ler,  Glddinn, 
Grow,  Harriann.  Hastings,  Haven,  Howe,  Hunt,  Daniel  T. 
Jonca,  Knox,  McOalloch,  MaUeson,  Maurice,  Meaebam, 
Middleawanh,  Mofgan,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Peck,  Peckbam,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins, 
Pringic,  David  Rilcbie,  BaMn,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmonj,  Ger- 
ril  Smilb,  Stratton,  Andrew  Sluan,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurs- 
ton, Tracy,  Uphaai,  Wade,  Walley,  Blllhu  B.  Wsahbnme, 
larael  Wa^lium,  Tappan  Weoiwonh,  and  Yates— 43. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  now  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Ricbaroson]  upon  the  table,  and  upon 
that  motion  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  the*  mo- 
tion out  of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Then  I  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair;  and  upon  tnat  I 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hshdricks 
.and  DicKiNsoH  appointed. 


The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  lellers  reported 
forty  in  the  affimative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 
So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  MORGAN.    1  ask  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  pending  motion. 

Mr.  SAGE.  1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
that  motion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman Irom  New  York  [Mr.  Mokoan]  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  U{>on  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  luiya.  * 

[Cries  of  "Oh,  no.  jio,  Florence!"  "With- 
draw!" "Withdraw  !*T 
Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  withdraw  the  motion. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  history  of  this  maiur 
had  better  be  briefly  looked  to  by  gentlemen  who 
desire  to  cast  their  votes  properly  upon  the  appeal, 
and  the  Chair  calls  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  history  of  the  mauer.  A  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table  is  a  highly  privileged  motion.  That 
motion  has  been  imule,and  the  House  deliberately 
refused  tn  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table.  Since 
that  time,  the  only  action  which  has  been  taken 
upon  the  resolution  is  to  order  the  main  question 
to  be  now  put.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Waihbdrn]  again  moves  that  the  resolution  do 
lie  upon  the  table.  The  Chair  decides  the  motion 
not  in  order,  and  from  that  decision  of  the  Chair 
an  appeal  is  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Washbdrm.]  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  MoboanI  gAanp  and  asks, under  the 
rule,  to  be  excused  from  voting  upon  the  appeal 
,  thus  taken  from  the  delusion  of  the  Chair.  The 
I  Chair  knows  of  no  rule  by  which  he  could— for 
in  that  case  be  certainly  would — rule  the  motion 
out  of  order.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the  motion 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Moroam] 
be  excuoed  from  voting  upon  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  is  in  order. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  call  the  attention  of 
the  Chair  to  the  rule  which  governs  the  action  of 
the  House  after  the  previous  question  has  been 
seconded. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  wHI  read  it. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  object  to  debau. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  hopes  the  House 
will  hear  the  rule — 

<•  When  a  queatioa  is  noder  debate,  no  raoUao  eballbe 
received  but  to  aiQonm,  to  Ue  upon  the  table." 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  if  made  si- 
multaneously, 'ekes  precedence.  But  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table  has  been 
made.  The  House  have  voted  upon  it,  and  delib- 
erately refused  to  lay  it  upon  the  table.  The  rule 
then  goes  on  to  say, 

•■  Wblcb  aevaral  moiiona  ahall  have  precedeaee  ia  the 
ordier  in  which  th«y  are  arranced  ;  and  no  motton  to  post- 
pone loaday  certain,  to  comniTl,  or  to  poalpone  indeSnitely, 
being  decided,  ahall  be  again  allowed  on  Ihe  aame  day,  and 
at  the  aame  stage  of  the  bill  or  piupmlUon." 

The  50th  rule  says: 

"  The  previons  question  shall  be  put  ia  Ibta  form :  '  Shall 
jhemalii  queallon  Im  now  put?'  It  aball  only  be  admitted 
wbea  deaiaadad  by  amaloniyof  die  aiearten  pieaaM." 

That  has  been  done.  - 

<•  And  lu  ellbcts  ahall  be  to  pm  aa  end  to  all  debate,  and 
bring  111*  Houae  to  a  direct  vote  upon  a  aMlion  to  oommii, 
ifaucb  motion  ahall  have  been  mad* ;  and  if  Ifaia  moiion 
doea  nolnrevall,  then  upon  amendmenu  reported  by  acom- 
miuee,  if  any,  then  upon  pending  amenamenu,  and  then 
apon  the  main  queation^  On  a  motion  for  the  pravioaa 
anesUoa,  and  prior  to  thV  *e«mding  of  the  aame,  a  call  of 
Oie  Hoaae  aball  be  In  order;  b«  after  a  majority  ahall  bave 
aeoondad  socb  motion,  no  call  shall  be  in  order  prior  lo  Ibe 
decision  of  the  main  question.** 

In  regard  to  the  right  of  a  member  to  move  to 
be  excused  from  voting  every  gendemon  is  famil- 
i|ir  with  the  rule. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Choir,  upon  the  ground  that  the  House 
having  ordered  the  main  question  to  be  now  put, 
a  collateral  question  of  this  sort  cannot  be  made 
more  than  any  other. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  suppose  it  is  not  in  order 
to  moke  an  inquiry;  but 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.    I  object  to  all  debate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  not  going  to  debate; 
I  am  going  to  make  a  motion.  I  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unipn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  decides  the  mo- 
tion to  be  out  of  order. 


Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  what  ground  do«a 
the  Choir  decide  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  the  ground  that  ths 
House  have  ordered  the  main  question  to  be  now 

fut  upon   the  resolution  of  the  gentleman   from 
IlinoM. 

Mr..WALLEY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  appeal  takeh  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolino  cannot  be  entertained,  for  the 
reason  that  one  appeal  is  already  pending. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  himself  was  con- 
sidering that  question,  and  he  has  some  difficulty 
in  reference  to  it.  If  he  refuse  to  entertoia  the 
appeal,  gentlemen  would  have  the  right  to  divide 
the  House  all  night  upon  notions  to  exotise  mem- 
bers f(pm  voting. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Does  the  Choir  decide  that 
the  appeal  can  be  token  while  another  appeal  is 
pendmg? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  does  not  think 
that  one  appeal  conflicts  with  the  other. 

Mr.  STEPH  ENS,  of  Georgia.  1  wish  to  moke 
a  suggestion,  if  the  Choir  will  allow 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object.  The  genllemaii 
will  not  allow  others  to  be  heord. 

The  SPEAK  ER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  rise  to  make  a  suggestion 
on  a  question  of  order.  The  point  is  this:  A  gen- 
tleman over  the  way  asks  to  be  excused  from 
voting  after  the  House  has  ordered  the  main  ques- 
tion to  be  "  nowput,"  Thegentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Cungman]  raises  the  question  of 
order  that  that  motion  to  excuse  cannot  be  enter- 
tained in  the  present  stage  of  proceedings,  for  the 
reason  that  the  main  question  has  been  ordered  to 
be  "  now  put. "  The  Speaker  overrules  the  point 
of  order,  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  ' 
itppeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  submit 
that  the  oppeol  of  the  gentlemoo  from  North  Car- 
olina must  lake  precedence  over  the  motion  to 
excuse. 

The  SPEAKER.  "  Every  member  who  shall 
be  in  the  House  when  the  question  is  put,  shall 
give  his  vote,  unless  the  House,  for  special  reoson, 
sholl  excuse  him.  All  motions  to  excuse  o  mem- 
ber from  voting  shall  be  mode  before  the  House 
divides,  or  before  the  coll  of  the  yeas  and  nays  is 
commenced;  and  the  question  shall  then  be  taken 
without  further  debate."  The  Chair  does  not  see 
the  force  of  the  reasoning  of  the  gentlemen  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cunohan,]  and  from  Geor- 
gia, [Mr.  STBrHBKi,]  that  the  previoua  iiuestion 
eon  hove  no  effect  whatever  on  this  rignt  of  .a 
member  to  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  token  on  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Choir. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Imovethot 
ths  appeal  be  loid  upon  the  table;  and  on  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeos  and  noys. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  of  the 
House  which  allows  the  gentleman,  so  fitr as  this 
resolution  is  concerned,  to  oak  to  be  excused  ftoni 
voting. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.    You  cannot  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  decides  that, 
unlesa  precluded  by  other  motions,  the  motion 
mode  by  thanntlemon  fh>m  South  Carolina  [Mrr 
Onit]  is  in  onler.  He  will  illustrate  his  view  by 
calling  the  ottention  of  the  House  to  the  every- 
day practice  hoving  a  bearing  on  th«  matter. 
Very  often  Monday  the  rules  are  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  intnxlucing  a  bill.  The  bill  is  in- 
troduced. It  is  discovered  after  it  is  before  the 
body  that  it  contains  on  appropriation.  There  is 
nothing  more  common  than  the  submitting  of  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  which  requires  o  bill 
containing  an  appropriation  to  go  for  its  firet  con- 
sideration to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Now,  the  Chair  denies  that  it  is  eompetent  to 
suspend  the  rule  having  a  bearing  on  this  partic- 
ular ease,  osindicatcd  by  the  gentleman  fVom  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Oox.]  The  object,  in  either  case, 
is  to  progress  with  the  business  before  the  body. 
If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  hod  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  generally  which  allowed  gen- 
tlemen to  ask  leave  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
the  Chair  would  hove  decided  it  out  of  order.  He 
moves  the  suspension  generally  in  reference  to 
this  speciol  resolution,  and  the  Choir  thinks  that 
the  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  refer  the  Chair 
lo  sei(eral  cases  where,  in  1849,  this  was  de- 
cided  
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Mr.  ORR..  Mr.  Speaker,  I  call  the  gentleman 
f  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  like  to  hear 
I  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

iVlr.  ORR.  I  cannot  wilhdraw  my  objection. 
[The  genllennan  will  not  allow  others  to  make  an 
L  argument. 

Mr.  CAMPBEL(..  I  do  not  intend  to  make  an 
_  irgument. 

I*  Mr.  ORR.  You  propose  to  do  nearly  the  same 
J  thing.  I  object,  and  persist  in  the  objection. 
r  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  well,  ilien.  I  send 
|1he  cases  to  which  I  would  have  referred  if  I  had 
|<taot  heen  objected  to  up  to  the  Speaker,  so  that  he 
Itaayread  them. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  will  not  ^o  outside  of  the 
Lltfritimate  rule.  I  would  say,  in  reference  to  the 
lint  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that 
nasmuch  as  the  previous  question  has  been  re- 
1  corded,  and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put, 
I  %  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  or  any 
[Other  motion  whatever,  cannot  be  entertained. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to  suspend 
'  Ihe-rules. 

[i    The  SPEAKER.    Then  the  Chair  would  like 
}to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  .various  pre- 
[  cedents.     It  has  been  the  universal  practice  to 
ftdmit  excuses. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  There  is  no  doubt  of  that. 
The  point  was  not  made  at  all.  I  now  make  it, 
t*linder  the  present  circumstances;  and  I  take.an 
'  ^  peal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  a  mo- 
tion is  made  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  books  are  full  of  pre- 
[  cedents  that  members  have  been  excused  from 
IVoting  after  the  previous  question  was  sustained, 
^here  is  no  question  about  it  at  all. 
1*^  Mr.  DEAN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Nile  motion  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  ask  for  tellers  on  the  yeas  and 
Days. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hamilton 
|nd  Mkaciiam  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand 
6r  the  yeas  and  nays;  and   the  tellers  reperted 
Brly-lhree  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  ASHE.     I  have  paired  off  with  Mr.  Skel- 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
the  negative — yeas  75,  nays  HI;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meon.  Ball,  Ranks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benaon, 

Pampbetl,  Carpenter,  ChaniJIrrr,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Thomas 

|lavis,  De  Will,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Enstinan,  Edgerlon,  Ed- 

nanda,  Tliojnafl  O.  Elicit,  Ellison,   Etheridg,;,  Evcrhart, 

Parley,   Fenlon,  Flagler,  Ciiinble,    ('iddinip*,    Gnodrtcli, 

Brow,  Harriiion,  Hosting;*,  Haven,  Howe.  IlugheEi,  Hunt, 

Daniel  T.   Jones,   Knox,   McCullmigh.  Macy,  Mailt'son, 

Ijlaurlce,   Meachani,  Middleswarth,    Morgan,    Morrison, 

iMurray,  Xoble,  Norton,   Andrew  Oliver,  I'arker,  Peck, 

I  Pennington,  Pringle,  Puryeur,  David  Ritchie,  RuDsetl,  Sa- 

I  bin,  Suge,  Sapp,  Seymour,  Simmons.  Gerril  Smith.  Strat- 

,  Ion,  Andrew  Bcunrt,  J.  L.  Ta>lor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor, 

[Thurston,  Tracy,  IJpharo.  U'tide,  VVallcy.  Gllihii  B.  Wash- 

^purne,  Israel  \\o:<hburii,  John  Wenlworth,  Tappan  Weut- 

|%orlh,  and  Yates — 75. 

NAV'S — Messrs.  Abercrontbie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 

[Willis  fVllen,  Davin  J.  Bailey,  Thoniis  H.  Bayly,  Barks- 

t  dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,   Bridges, 

tSrooks,  Canitliers,  Caskle,  Chrismnn.  Chiirchwell,  Clark, 

I  Clingman,  Cobb,  Cox,  Craige,  Clinitning,  John  G.  Davis, 

Dawson,    Dean,    Disney,    Dowdell,    Dunbar,     Dunham, 

Eddy,  Edinuiidson,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Puller, 

Hoode,  Green,  Greenwood.  Grey,  Hamilton,  Hampsoii  W. 

Varris,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbarri,  Hillyer,  nouslnn.  In- 

irsoll,  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Ro- 

nd  Jones,   Keitl,  Kerr,  Kidwelt,  Kurix,   Lamb,  Lane, 

t,atham.  Lindley,  Lindsley.  Macdonnid,  McDougall,  Mc- 

yair.  Maxwell,  .May,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  .Miller,  Mill 

ion.  Olds,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins, 

Ff  helps,  Phillips,  Powell,   Pratt,  Preston.  Ready,  Richard 

I  aon.  Riddle,  Thomas  Rilchey,  Rogers,  Rowe,  Riiflin,  Sew- 

L  wd.   Shannon,   Shaw,  Shower,    Singleton,    .Samuel    A. 

^vmilh,  William  Smith,   William    R.    Smith,  George   W. 

MBmylh,  Frederick  P.  Slsnton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alex- 

tander  H.  Stephens,  Straub,  David  Stuart,  John  J.Taylor, 

Lj^weed,  Vansant,  Walliridnc,  Walker.  WaL-ih,  Westbrook, 

[  Witte,  llendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 111. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  appeal  upon 
he  table. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  appeal:  "Shall 

he  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment 

Bf  the  House.'" 

.   Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.     I    ask  for 
ISieyeas  and  nays  on  that  question. 

■  The  SPEAKER.     The  yeas  and   nays   have 
l%een  ordered. 

Mr.  PRINGLE.    I  ask   to   be   excused  from 

Voting  on  the  appeal. 
I-  The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  decides  that  that 


is  out  of  order,  because  we  are  now  acting  upon 
an  appeal  which  will  control  that  very  question. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  1  move  tliat  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  bTUART,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  iVlORUAN.  1  move  that  when  this  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  CLINUMAN.  Has  any  business  been 
done  since  a  similar  motion  was  acted  on  } 

The  SPEAKER.     Yes,  u  good  deal  of  time  has 
been  spent,  and  an  adjournment  is  a  question  of 
{  time;  but  there  has  been  actjon  upon  the  appeal 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  himself. 

Tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
and  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Asiie 
were  appointed. 
I      The  House  then  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
;  thirty-seven  gentlemen  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
j      So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  therewere — 
yeas  47,  nays  H7;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ball,  Beniictt,  Benson,  Campbell,  Car- 
penter, Chandler,  Crocker,  Thomas  Davis,  Dick,  Dickin- 
son, Eastman,  Edmands,  Thomas  1).  Eliot,  l^verliart, 
Farley,  Glddiiies,Gwidrich,  Grow,  Howe,  Hunt,  Daniel 
T.  JoiitM,  Knox,  Lyon,  McCiilluch,  Mallesoii,  Meehain, 
MiddleswarUi,  .Morrison,  Norton,  Andri;w  Oliver,  Parker, 
Peck,  Penningluii,  Pringle,  David  Ritchie,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Siminons,  Tracy,  Uphain,  Wade,  Walley.  Ellihu  B. 
Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  John  Wentworth,  and  Tap- 
pan  Wcnlworlh — 47.  > 

NAYS — .Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken.  James  C.  Allen, 
Willis  Allen,  ,\she,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
Baiksdale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock,  Koyce,  Breck- 
inridge, Bridges,  llrooks,  Carnlhers,  Caskie,  Chamberlain, 
Clihi.man,  Churetlwetl,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox, 
Craige, t^ulloui,  Cuniiiiing,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Disney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Eddy,  Edinundson, 
Ellison,  English,  Ellieridgo,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Gamble, 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P.  Harris, 
Harrison,  Hastings,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hillyer,  Hou.-^tuii, 
Ingersoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland 
Jones,  Keitl,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Lamb,  Letcher,  Lindley, 
Lindsley,  Macdonald,  McDoiutall,  McNair,  Macy,  Max- 
well, May,  John  G.  Miller,  Siiiilh  Miller,  Mlllsun,  Noble, 
Olds,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell, 
Pratt,  Preston,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Bobbins,  Rogers,  Rowe, 
Riilfin,  Seward,  Shannon.  Shaw,  Shower,  Singleton, 
Gerrtl  Smitli,  Samuel  A- Smith,  William  Smith,  William 
R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Slratton,  Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
Nathaniel  G.Tavlor,  Tweed,  Vaii8aut,VValbridge,  Walker, 
Walsh,  Wells,  VVeslbrook.  Daniel  fl.  Wright,  Hendrick 
B.  Wright,  and  Zollicofler— 117. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  till  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Meacham,]  that  the  House  adjourn,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  demanded. 

Mr.  ASHE.     I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  gentlemaii  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Meacham]  to  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  majority  in 
favor  of  overruling  the  decision  of  the  Chair* 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made,  the 
Clfair  would  remind  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  that  all  discussion  is  out  of 
order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  there  were — 
yeas  57,  nays  105;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Benson,  Benton,  Campbell, 
Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  l>ulloiii,  Thomas  Davis, 
Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Easlinnn,  Edgerton.  Ed- 
iliands,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  EUieridge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flag 
ler,  Giddiligs,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Hastings,  Haven,  Howe, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Knox,  Lindsley,  .McCuIloch,  Matleson, 
Meacham,  Miildleswarth,  Morg.ift,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Porker,  Pennington,  Pringle,  David  Riichie,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Simmons,  Gerril  Smith,  John  L  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G. 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Uphaiii,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
Israel  Washburn,  John  Wenlwortli,  and  Tappan  Went* 
worth — 57 

N.AYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
Willis  Allen,  Ashe.  David  J.  Bailey,  Barksitale,  Barry, 
Belcher,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Brooks, 
Cnruthers,  (,'askie.  Chamberlain,  Chrisinan,  Churchwell, 
Clark.  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige,  Cnmmiiig, 
John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Eddy, 
Edinundson,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fuller^  (>nmble,  Goode, 
(Jreenwood,  Grey,  Sampson  W.  IJarris.  Wiley  P.  Harrisj 
Hendricks,  Henn,  tlibbard,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Ingersoll, 
George  W.  Junes,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Rol.-tnd  Jones,  Keitt, 
Kerr.  Kidwell,  Kittredge,  Kurix,  Lamb,  I^etcher,  Lindley, 
Macdonald,  McDougall,  Macy,  Maxwell,  May,  John  G. 
Miller,  Suiith  Miller,  Million,  Olds,  Orr,  Packer,  John 
Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preston,  Richardson,  Rid- 
dle, Robbiiis,  Rogers,  Riiflin.  Seward,  Shiinnon,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith.  William  Smith, 
William  R.  SniiUi,  George  W.  Smyth,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens, Str-attoii,  Siraiih,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  'I'aylor, 
Tweed,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsh,  Westbrook, 


Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Whgi    . 
licofler— 10$. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  question   now 
upon  the  appeal  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Will  the  Chair  state  what 
this  question  of.  appeal  is,  as  we  have  had  two  or 
three  taken. 

The  SPEAKER.   In  the  first  place,  some  ^  . 
tieman  made  a  motion  that  the  resolution  cloaia 
debate  upon  the  Nebraska  and   Kansas   bill   lie 
upon  the  table.     That  motion  havlne;  been  nisrie 
and  voted  down  by  the  House,  the  Chair  de 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  repeat  it.     Froii,  iuu 
decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal  was  token. 

?:entleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  MorgI 
ront  of  the  Chair,  rose  and  asked  to  be  i 
from  voting  upon  the  appeal.  Under  t 
and  the  universal  practice  of  the  House,  I 
decided  that  the  gentleman  had  a  right  to  ai 
be  excused  from  voting.  The  gentleman 
North  Carolina  [.Vlr.  Clik-gman]  made  a  questio 
of  order,  that  the  gentleman  had  no  such  nghu-^ 
The  Chair  having  overruled  the  question  of  order, 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  took  an  ap- 
peal from  that  decision,  and  the  vote  now  lo  be 
taken  is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  remain 
thejudgment  of  this  House?" 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  thve  were — 
yeas  (13,  nays  94;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me-'srs.  Ball,  Benneii.  l!en«on.  (  »o,nbeH.  Car- 
penter, Chandler,  Crocker,  Cii'' 
be  Witt,  Dick,  Dickinson,  E.i 
D.  Eliot,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagb  i 
rich.  Grow,  Harrison,  Haslinj 
Knox,    Lindsley,    Lyon,    .Mi  < 
Meacham,  Middleswarth,  Mili- 
toii,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  f 
Ritchie,  Russell,  Sabin,   Sag'-. 
Smith,  Andrew  Sluart,  Natlian 
Tracy,  Uphain,  Wade,   Walley,  Lllihu    11.    Ws 
Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  J61in  WeDlwonll,  and  ' 
Wentworth— 63. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Jsmeai  C.   Art* 
Willis  Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Tlionia<  H. 
Barksdale,    Bocock,  Breckinridge,   Bridges,   Brooks,! 
ruthers,  Caskie,  Clirlsman,  Churctiwell,  Clark,  Clmf 
Cobb,  Craige,  Cilniiiiiiig,  John  G.  Davis,  liawsoo, 
Dowdell,  Edily,  Edinundson,  Eti:::i-ii.  K:i 
Goode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  .Saitti 
Harris,  Hendiicks,  (lenn,  flibli^ 
gersoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Gl.i 
Kcilt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  L. 
donald,  McDougall,  Maxwell,  Mav,  Ji- 
Miller,  Olds,  Orr,  Packet,  John  Perkin- 
Powell,  Preston.  ltii;linrdson,  Riddle.  Bobbins,  1 
fin,  Seward,  Shaiinun,  Shaw,  Shower,  Sio^e 
A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith, 
Smyth,   Frederick  P.   Stanton,    Alexander  F 
Straub,  David  Sluart,  John  J.  Tavlor,  Tw« 
Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsh,  We>tt>rook,  Wu 
Wriglu,  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  ZollicolRr— 9 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  1  move  that  the  Hooae 
adjourn;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demaml  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  when 
this  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  next;  and  upon  tliat  moliua  1  demani} 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

^lr.  PRINGLE.  I  ask  for  (ellera  upoo  tkc 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  make  the  point  of  e 
that  that  motion  has  been  made  and  voted 

by  the  House,  and  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  r<       

it.     I  would  say  to  the  Chair,  that  that  wa«  tb* 
ruling  of  some  of  hia  predecessors. 

The  SPEAKER.     The   Chair   overrules 
point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from  No 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Cli.vu.man,]  and  he  would  like  I 
gentleman  to  point  the  Chair  to  a  single  in 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  withdraw  my  point 

Mr'.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  like,  Mr.  Speaks 
to  put  a  question  to  the  gentleman  from  N< 
Carolina.     I  would  like  to  know  which  of  ; 
predecessors  mode  the  ruling  he  speaks  of.' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  point  of  order  ii  \ 
drawn;  and  it  is  too  late  now  to  ask  the  questio 

Tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered; 
Messrs.  Hendricks  and  Sage  were  appujniedi. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  rep 
thirty-six  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  ntunbef.| 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  tli* 
negative — yeas  46,  nays  IIH:  -=  r^iinu  ... 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bennett,  Ben 
Chandler,  Crocker,  Tbomas  Da-- 1 
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inson,  Ea«tnno,  Ediniuidi,  ThomM  D.  ElioL  Ererbut, 
Pariejr,  Ptnion,  Ftafhir,  Oiddingf,  Goodrieb,  wnw,  Har- 
liMn,  U»en,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Knox,  Lyon,  Maoaaoa, 
Mid<lleswartl),  Morgan,  Norton,  An<lrew  Utlvef,  Parker, 
Pennington,  PrinBle,Uuswll,  Sabin,  Sa^e,  3app,  Sluiniona, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy,  (JplMui,  Wade,  Wallny,  Ellihu  B. 
Wadiboroe,  Ipiarl  Waabbura,  John  Weotwor«b,  and  Tap- 
pan  Weniworth — M. 

NAYS — Massrs.  Abercromhie,  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Allen, 
Wiltii  Alien,  AMie,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barkidale,  Bell, 
Bocoek,  BuyCe,  Breckinridge,  Brldfren,  Bmoks,  Carutbeni, 
Caakie,  Cliilsuan,  CharehweH,  Clark,  CUngman,  Cubb, 
Colquitt,  Cox,  (yratge,  humming,  John  6.  Davra,  Dawann, 
Dismay,  t)owden,  Eddy,  Edmundxon,  E11i»on,  Etiglisbr 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Gamble,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton, 
Sampasn  W.  Hania,  Haatinin,  Hendrtcka,  Henn,  Hibkard, 
Houaion.  Uugbw,  Iiigetaoll,Jolin>oo,  George  W.  Jonea,  J. 
Clancy  jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Keiii,  Kerr,  Kidwi-U,  Kit- 
1re(&e,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lindsley,  Mncrinnald,  McDougall, 
McNaIr,  Maey,  Maxwell,  John  O.  Miller,  Bmtth  Miller, 
Morrison,  NoUe,  Olds,  Mordacal  OKver,  Orr,  Ptielps, 
Phillip*,  Powell,  Pratt,  Prcaton,  Puryear,  Renne,  Bicbard- 
aon,  Kiddle,  Tbooiaa^itchey,  Robblns,  Rogera,  RuffiA, 
Seward,  Shannon,  ahaw,  Shower,  aingtetnn,  Samuel  A. 
Smnh,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W. 
Bmyih,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton.  Alex- 
ander H.  Stepbena,  Btraub,  David  l^iaart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
Trout,  Tweed,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walafa,  Wert- 
brook,  Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Uendrick  B.  Wri^t,  and 
ZolliiTOfTer— 108. 

So  the  House  refus^  to  luljourn  over. 

The  (lueation  recurring  on  the  motion  that  the 
House  do  now  adjoumi  it  wiu  put;  and  <lisagre«d 
to.    . 

rCri«8  of  •<  Cluettion !"  "  aueatioa !"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the  reso- 
lution to  close  debate  on  the  Nebraska  bill. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  for  a  diTisian 
of  the  question . 

The  SPEAKER.   The  resolution, in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair,  is  divisible. 
°  The  Chair  bees  pardon.     He  no«r  ret^llect* 
there  is  an  appeal  pending  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  it  would  not  be  right  to  pass  it  over. 

[Cries  of  "  Oh !  no  matter  about  it !"  "  Let  it 
■Ede !"  and  laughcer.] 

The  SPEAKER.  Tli*  Chair  decided  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  submit  a  motioti  to  lay  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  llliiiois  on  the 
table,  tkat  motion  havinf  been  previously  sob- 
■rittad,  and  the  House  iMving  the*  refoaed  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Several  VoicEi.  Oh,  pass  it  over.  Wehfdfor- 
gotwn  aU  about  it. 

TheSPEAKER.  From  that  decision  an  appeal 
has  been  taken,  and  a  motion  has  \)tat  made  to 
lay  the  appeal  on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays 
have  been  called  for  and  ordered.  The  question 
now  is,  "  ShaU  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ataAd  as 
tbejudgmcnt  of  the  House?" 

The  qaestioB  wa«  taken;  and  dsoided  M  the 
affirmative— yeas  113,  nays  40;  as  follow*: 

YEAS— Meaani.  Abereomble,  Aiken,  JSines  C.  Allen, 
WUIIa  Allan,  Aihe,  David  J.  BaUey,  Thoawi  H.  Bavlt, 
Baaka,  Batkadala,  Bell,  Boeock,  Boyce,  Bridies,  Braoks, 
Csrnlhers,  Caskle,  Chriunan,  Chutchwell,  Clark,  Clinr 
man,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Cralge.  Caromlna,  John  Q. 
Bavis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Eddy,  EdianndsoD, 
Bngllsta.  Faulkner,  Florence,  Oiddinis,  Ooode,  Ontu, 
Qieenwo<Ml,  Grey,  HamlHon,  Wiley  P.  Uarrli,  ftaatlnts. 
Haven,  Hendricks,  Benn,  Hibbard,  Hlllyer,  Houslon, 
Hnghes,  Ineersoll,  Johnson,  Danler  T.  Jones,  Oetitge  W. 
Jones,  J.  Olaoey  Jonea,  Koland  Jones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  KM- 
welt,  Kaott,  Kartx,  Lamb,  Undsley,  Lyon,  Maetfoosld, 
McNaIr,  Maxwell,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, Moriison, 
Murray,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Phelps, 
nilllpa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preaian,  Puryear,  Ready,  Blchanl- 
son,  Thomas  Rtteliey,  Rnbbina,  Rogers,  RuAii,  Seward, 
SeysMMv,  Shannon,  Sbaw,  Shower,  Biiqletoa,  Saiaael  A. 
Sollb,  Williant  amith,  William  R.  Smitb,  Geene  W. 
Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexan- 
der H.  Btephens.Stranon,  Stranb,  David  Stuart,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Trout.  Tweed,  VanaanI,  Walker,  Walsh,  WHIs, 
WeMbtook,  Wius,  Daniel  B.  Wilfhl,  H«a4rtck  B.  Wiifbl, 
and  ZnUieoffiir— 113. 

NAVS  — Messrs.  Ball,  Bennett,  Benson,  Campbell, 
Cbtiidler,  Crocker,  Dlek,  Dickinson,  EiUtman,  Bdmands, 
Thomas  D.  Bliot,  Everban,  Fenton,  Goodrich,  Gmw,  Har- 
rison, MeCnIlocb,  Maey,  Matteson,  Meacham,  Mlddlea- 
wanii,  Mornn.  Norton,  Parker,  Pennington,  Pringia, 
Russell,  BaUn,'  Baan,  Sapp,  Binimona/^Aulrtw  Stuart, 
Thurston,  lYaey,  I^iham,  Ellihn  B.  WaRome,  Israel 
Wastabom,  JoBn  Weniwonb,  Tapftaa  WsMWonb,  and 


So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  watf  nuloined. 

TheSPEAKER.    The  question  recurs  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  to'  close  debate. 

The  question  was  put;  pending  the  aonount^e- 
qient, 

Mr.  FARLEY.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  aak  for  the 
yeas  and  nayk. 

The  yeas  and  nay,  were  orderejd. 

Messrs.  CAMI^BELL.and  STUART,  ofOhio; 
aftdreaaed  the  Chair. 
'  Th^  Cterk  qommenceil  cabling  the.roU. 


Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  for  tf  diviaiojn 
of  the  question. 

The  SPE  A  KER.  There  are  two  distinct  prop- 
ositions contained  in  the  resolution.  The  one  is 
to  close  debalj  on  the  Nebraska  bill;  (he  other  is 
to  poBtpone  the  special  order%n  the  Pacific  rail- 
road bill.  The  question  now  is  on  the  first  prop- 
osition, which  is  to  trrtninate  the  debate  on  the 
Nebraska  bill;  and  on  that  proposition  the  yeas 
and  nays  will  be  taken. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative— -yeae  114,  nay*  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aberorombie,  Aiken,  Jamas  C.  Allen, 
WilUs  Allen,  David  J.  BaUsy,  Tbomas  B.  Psyly,  Barks- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocoek,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea, 
Bmoka,  Oamthers,  Ca«kie,  Cbrisoian,  ChurchweH,  Clark, 
Clingman,  Oofeli,  Cnlquiu,  Cox,  Cralge,  Camming,  John 
O.  Uavia,  Dnwson,  Disney,  DowdeH,  Eddy,  Bdmandson, 
Ellison,  Boglisb,  Faulkner,  Floreece,  Goode,  Green,  Greea- 
ivood.  Grey,  Hamilton,  dampmn  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P. 
Barrls,  Bendrlcks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  IIHlyer,  Huuston, 
Hughes,  Ingerson,  Johnson,  Geb<ie  W^  Jones,  J.  Glaney 
Jnoes,  Roland  Jonea,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kldwdl,  Kutts,  Lsiab, 
Lindsley,  Macdouald,  McDounll,  McNair,  Maey,  Max- 
well, Jolin  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Noble,  Olds,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Pbelpa.  Phillips,  Pnwrll,  Pratt,  Pres- 
ton, Beady,  Raeae,  UebtMsoh,  Riddle,  Tliomas  Ritebey, 
Robbins,  Rogera,  Rufllp,  Seward,  Seymour,  Shannon, 
Shaw,  Shower,  Siiigleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smitb,  William  R.  Efiuith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick 
P.  Stanton,  RIebard  il.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephrns, 
Straub,  David  Stuan,  John  J.  Taykir,  Trout,  Tweeil,  Vail, 
Vansant.  WalbrMie,  Walker.  Walab,  Warren,  John  Went 
worth,  Westbrook,  Witte,  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zol 
licoflfer— 114. 

NAYS— Messrs.  BalL  Banks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benson, 
Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Thomas  Davis, 
De  Witl,  Dlek,  Dickinson,  Eastman,  Edmanda,  Thontaa 
D.  Eliot,  Etberidge,  Bverhan,  Farley,  Peninn,  Flayer, 
Goodrich, Grow,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Haven,  Howe,  Daniel 
T.  Jones,  Knox,  Lyon,  MeCtflloeii,  Matteson,  Meochaiti, 
Middlaswarth,  Morgan,  Mnnay,  Nonon,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Fenuingloa,  Ptlngle,  Ruasell,  Sabin,  Sage,  Sapp, 
Simmons,  Skelion,  Strauon,  Andrew  Stuart,  Thurston, 
Tracy,  (Ipham,  Wade,  Walley,  EINhn  B.  Wasbburne, 
rsiael  Wmibnra,  Walla,  Tappon  WeatWorth,  aHd  YaWa 
-iu. 

So  the  raaolatioa  closing  debate  im  the  Ne- 
braska bill  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday,  tiie 
20th  .instant,  was  adopted. 

The  SPEA  KER.  The  question  is  bow  on  the 
adoDtion  of  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution; 
which  ia,  that  the  special  order  on  the  Pacific  rail- 
road bill  be  postponed  till  Wednesday,  the  S4th 
instant. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  aak 
to.be  excused  from  voting  on  that  proposition; 
and  on  the  motion  to  be  excused  I  call  for  the 
yctsand  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
the  propoMiion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  i  hope  the  motion 
which  I  have  made  w;ill  be  placed  on  the  record 
of  the  proceed  Ines. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  haa  not  lirola  now 
to  determine  whether  the  motion,  should,  go  op 
the  Journal  or  not. 

Mr.  STUAR'r.  I  merely  wish  it  to  go  on 
record  that  an  express  role  of  this  House  has  be<9i 
trampled  down. 

The  question  being  still  on  the  adoption  of  the 
seconti  branch  of  the  proposition  offered  by  th^ 
gentleman  from  Illinois, 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  move  to  lay  that  propoai- 
tioo  on  the  table. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  that 
motion  is  out  of  order. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Call  (be  r»II !"] 

The  question  was  taken;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeaa  1^,  nays  53;  as  follows: 

YBA8— aieaars.  AbetenHnMe,  Aikeo,  Jamas  C.  Al- 
len, Willis  Allen,  Ashe,  David  J..  Bailey,  Tbnmsa  B. 
Bayly,  Banks,  Bnrk-dale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bo- 
cock,  Boyce,  BreckitiridK'')  Hndgt-s,  Carultiers,  Caskiit, 
Cbrisman,  Churcliweli,  Clark,  ClitiRiimn,  (Jobli,  C61- 
quiU,  Cox,  Craige,  Cumcning,  John  G.  Duvis,  Dawso^, 
Disney,  Dnwdi'lJ,  bunbar,  Eai'Unan,  Eddy,  Edmuiid'oB, 
Ellison,  English,  Faulkni'r,  Florence,  Goode,  Greets 
Greenwood,  Grey,  H»iiiiltnn,  Hanipsnn  W.  Ilnrtia, 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hcndncka,  Hitnn,  Hibbard,  llillyv, 
Houaton,  Hughea,  Inijersoll,  Johnann,  Geori^e  W.  JonaL 
J.  Glaney  Jones,  Iluiand  Jonea,  Keill,  Kerr.  KidweQ, 
Kunz,  Lamb.  Lalbatn,  I.indttley,  Macdonalrt,  McDntigaff, 
MeNair.Maey,  Ma.twell,  Mityall,  Juhii  G.  Miller.  Smith 
MUlei,  Nuble,  Olds,  Mwilucai  Uliver,  Orr,  Pucker,  J'JicIiJS, 
Pbillipa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Pnston,  Puryear,  Ready,  Ret^ 
Richardson,  Riddle,  Tboifaas  Riicbey,  Kobbiiis,  Rogers, 
Ruffln,  Seward,  mymoar,  ShaiTnon,  SbaWj  Shower, 
Singteion,  Baoinel  A.  Bmith,  William  BmiUi,  Wlllimn  R. 
Smith.  George  W.  Bmytb,  Frederick  P.  SUnton,  l^ichsrj 
H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  UoMor  L.  Stevens, 
Stranb,  David  Sinart,  Jotin'J.'TayMr,  Thmion,  Trhiit, 
Tweed,  Vail.  Vansant,  WoibrMge.  Wklker,  Walsh,  Wbr- 
ren,  WeUs,  Westbrook,  Wiuev  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hea- 
doek  B.  Wiifbl,  and  MMeoflkr— lU. 


NAYS— If ef*s.  Ball,  Bennett,  Be.naaa,  C^mpbeU,  Car- 
penter! Crocker,  Thomas  Da>ts,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
manda, Tbomaa  D.  Eliol,  jBlheridge, 'Farley,  Fenton.  FJa(- 
ler,  Goodrieb,  Grow,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Haven,  Howe, 
Biaulel  T.-  Jones,  Knox,  Lyon,  McCulloeb,  Matteson, 
Me%ebuo.  Mkldleasranfe,  Moigsn,  Murray,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Paiker,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  Prinze, 
Bnawll,  SsMavBsie^  Baps,  i^inmons,  Skclirai,  BiHiina, 
Andrew  Stuart,  NaibaiUeia.Taytoii  Tiaa,  Wada,  Walley, 
Ellibu  B.  Wa^hbiiime,  Isiael  Wasbharn,  John  Wentwerth, 
Tappan  Wentwortli,  and  Yatea— SS. 

So  the  K^cq^d  branch  of  th($  (ayolation  v* 
agreed  to. 

Mr  RICHARDSON  moved  to  rscoosidsr  the^ 
Tpte  last  taken,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider* 
upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Unless  some  other  gentleman 
has  more  Trnportant  business  to  oStr  just  now,  I 
niove  that  (he  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

The  House  ihereiipon,  at  a  quiulcr  before  six 
o'clock,  p.  in.,  a^Jotirne4  till  to-morrow  at  tweUa 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
TvESPAT,  JIfay  16,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Hamr  Sucsm. 
TheJonrnal  of  yesterday  tvas  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  the  petition  of  Simon 
Smith,  a  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  praying 
to  be  allowed  back  pension ;  which  was  referreU 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Abigail  Sanders,  praying 
to  be  allowed  bounty  land,  as  the  widow  of  Jo- 
seph Davis,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain  i  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on- 
Pensiona. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Ithainer  W.  Beard, 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  Congress  authorize 
the' permanent  employment  of  two  clerks  in  hi* 
oiBce;  whiidfi  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  / 
("iBaace. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  petition  of  Ste- 
phen Miehaela,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension 
for  diseases  eontraeted  while  a  aoldier  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slate*;  which  waa  referred  to 
th*  CooHnittee  on  Peneions.  « 

Mr.  JAMBS  preaented  the  petition  of  Asa 
Arnold,  praying  the  renewal  of  his  patent  for  a 
machine  called  the  "  double  speeder;'^  which  wa* 
refhrred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  PRATT  preaented  a  memorial  of  citizen* 
of  Waabington  county,  Di*triet  of  Columbia,  and 
of  Wa*hincion  city,  residing  on  Maryland  ave- 
nue, eaatof  the  Capitol,  praying  that  said  avenue 
niay  b*  opened  and  graded,  anil  that  the  turnpike 
road,  from  the  termination  of  that  avenu*  to  the 
Diatriet  line,  may  be  made  free  from  toll  and  re- 
paiyad;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for , 
th»  Diatriet  of  Cohimbia. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  th*  petitjpn  of  J. 
Lneaa  and  other*,  waKihinen  employed  in  the 
Navy  Department,  praying  additional  eompenaa- 
tion  for  evra  aervices  rsndared  bv  them;  which 
was  referreid  ^P  lb*  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  recommendation  of 
the' ^rand  jury  of  tiie  county  of  Washington,  Di)|- 
trict  of  Columbia,  for  an  enlar|rement  of  theCity 
Hall  building  for  the  necessary  accommodation  of 
the  several  cbiirts  of  the  United  States  for  the  Di^ 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records  of  the  said  courts,  including  all  the  land 
records,  wills^  and  titles  to  real  estate  in  said  Dis- 
trict; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colombia, 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  City  Council  of  Wash-  . 
iogtbn  city,  prayip^  the  erection  of  a  new  builil- 
ing,  or  such'  extension  of  the  City  Hall  building 
a*  will  provide  an  armory,  and  accotnmodationa 
for'the  criininal  courts  or  the  District  of  Colun^r 
bia;  which  was  referreU  to  the  Committee  for  th* 
District  of  Columbia. 

f^AVBKB  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBRSMtBDi 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Oritrti,  That  Caty  White,  widowN)f  William  Whit«, 
have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  papers. 
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Oriirti,  TiMI  Jia*  Inrin  have  Inv*  lo  wUlldnw  he 
peUdon  «ail  papcn- 
Oo  motion  by  Mr.  BRIOHT,  it  waa 
Onltnd,  That  the  memorttl  or  the  ofllnra  of  tb«  mlon- 
IBU  cnmnuiiai  in  Uia  DiMrict  of  Columbia,  preying  ihe 
coDMriKUoo  of  an  armoiy  In  Uie  ciqr  of  Wuhlngton,  b« 
wItMrawn  (tom  (be  Ilia  ofUi*  Staaia,  and  idtond  to  Ibe 
Ooouaiune  for  Un  Uiitiiei  orColnmUa. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TOUCEY,  it  waa 
Ordirtd,  That  Uie  memnrial  and  paixn  ofCharln  Staanu, 

IO(allMr  aritli  the  advene  rrpntt  tbareoD,  be  tecommittad 

10  Ibe  Commlllee  on  U>e  Judiciaiy. 

RBPORTB  FROM  STANDING  COHMITTBBS. 
JMr.  PISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
(Hlra,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  officera 
of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corpa  who  were  attached 
to  the  gull  squadron  during  the  late  war  with 
Mexico,  praying  to  be  allowed  extra  compensa- 
tion, submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
William  Henry  Allen,  laU  of  the  doited  States 
Navy,  praying  remuneration  for  important  ser- 
vices rendered  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  the  payment  of  prize  money  for  the  cap- 
ture of  vessels,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  heirs  of  General  Stephen  Moylan, 
praying  the  passage  of  an  act  declaring  that  the 
non-settlement  of  the  accounu  of  said  Moylan 
may  be  no  bar  to  his  heirs  receiving  eommuiation 
pay,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
relative  to  the  accounta  of  General  Stephen  Moy- 
lan ,  deceased ;  which  was  read ,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be' 
printed. 

•  Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  toprovidefor 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  late  Texas  Navy, 
reported  it  back  with  sundry  ameDdmenls. 

GUANO  TRADE, 
t  Mr.  CLAYTON,  f  am  requected  lo  present 
the  petition  of  about  two  thousand  eitisens  of 
Delaware,  who  pray  that  some  constitutional 
method  may  be  devised  for  effecting  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  Peru  shall,  for  a  just  and  proper 
equivalent,  either  cede  to  the  United  Slates  one  of 
hef  guano  islands,  or  permit  American  vessda  to 
take  guano  without  stint  or  nnneeeasarr  restric- 
tion, so  that  tha  trade  in  that  article  may  be  placed 
upon  the  true  commercial  basis  of  demana  and 
supply.  The  memoriaiista  say,  that  without  in 
■the  least  intending  to  question  the  propriety  of 
acquisitions  of  territory  in  other  quarters,  they 
respectfully  suggest  that,  in  their  opmion,  the  pur- 
chase of  one  of  those  islands  would  b«  to  the 
-  people  of  the  United  States  of  more  solid  worth 
.than  that  of  the  Meeilla  valley,  Cub*,  and  all  the 
Antilles  besides.  Agreeably  to  the  disposition 
which  was  made  of  this  subject,  on  the  motion  of 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  the  other  day,  1 
move  that  this  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Exec- 
otive  Deportment. 

ThePRESIDENT.  ItwiUbesoordered.ttnlesa 
objected  to. 

There  was  no  objection. 

LARD  TITLES  IN  INDIANA. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  lo  grant  me  leave  at  thiii  time  to 
introduce  two  bills,  of  which  I  have  not  given 
notice,  and  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  put  them  on 
their  passage  now.  They  are  matters  which 
would  properly  be  referable  to  the  committee  of 
which  I  am  chairman — the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims.  I  say  to  the  Senate  that  I  have 
thoroughly  examined  them,  in  connection  with 
the  Commissioner  of  theGeneral  Land  Office,  and 
■  I  have  a  letter  from  him  on  the  subject,  which  I 
ask  may  be  read,  saying  that  these  bills  ought  to 
be  passed.  I  first  ask  unanimous  consent  lo  be 
allowed  to  introduce  a  bill  "to  ascertain  and 
adjust  the  titles  to  certain  lands  in  the  Stale  of 
Indiana." 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
ihrsl  and  second  lime  by  ila  title,  and  considered 
OS  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to'  constitute  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  land  office  at  Vincennes,  together 
with  a  fit  and  proper  person,  learned  in  the  law, 
•nd  a  citizen  of  Indiana,  to  be  appointed  by  the 


President,  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  adjust 
the  title  of  any  claimant  to  any  tract  of  lana,  or 
any  part  or  aubdivision  thereof  granted  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress,  of  August  S9,  1788,  and  the 
act  of  March  3,  1731,  granting  lands  to  the  inhab- 
itants and  settlers  st  Vincennes. 
'  Every  claimant  to  a  tract  of  land  so  granted,  or 
any  part  thereof,  is  to  file  his  claim  with  the  regis- 
ter at  Vincennes  within  six  months  afUr  the  pub- 
lication of  the  notice  provided  for  in  the  bill.  The 
commissioners  are  lo  hold  their  meetings  at  Vin- 
cennes, eind  are  to  decide  in  a  summary  manner 
all  claims  rsspecting  the  lands  granted  by  the  acts 
referred  to.  Every  claimant  who  can  produce  to 
the  commissioners  arrgular  claim  of  title  from  the 
original  confirmee  to  himself,  or  who  shall  show, 
to  their  satisfaction,  a  continuous  ^d  connected 
possession  in  himself,  and  those  under  whom  he 
claims  for  the  period  of  twenty  years,  or  more, 
preceding  the  filing  of  the  claim,  or  can  ahow  such 
claim  or  title  as  would  bar  an  aciion  of  ejectment 
in  the  courts  of  Indiana,  is  to  be  confirmed  in  his 
title. 

The  bill  makes  other  provisions  necessary  to 
carry  out  these  objects. 

Mr.  PBITIT.  I  ask  that  the  letter  of  live 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  read 
for  the  satisfaction  of  gentlemen. 

The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Obkbral  Lakd  Oppics,  May  IS,  1834. 

Bias  I  have  earenilly  eoosider^  Otm  biUa  preaeaiad  by 
you— one  "  for  tbe  relief  of  Sylvener  T.  Jenulil,»andllw 
oilier  "  lo  aaceruin  and  adjust  itae  tillea  to  cenain  land*  In 
Uie  Slate  of  Indiana,"  and  in  view  nf  all  llie eircnmMancea 
of  Ibe  caie,  am  of  oplninn  Ibat,  if  enacted  by  Conireaa, 
Ibey  will  afford  tbe  relief  aonf  bl  lo  be  obtained ;  and  Ibat 
it  it  Ibe  only  relief  Ibat  can  M  extended  by  Congreis  in 
lbea«ea«««. 

With  (real  respect,  your  obedient  aervant, 

JOHN  WILSON,  ComMinionm 
Bon.  Smith  MiLi.Ba,  Hntn  oj  R*rr»—nlaU<K: 

The  bill  was  reported  to  Ihe  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  lu  ha  qMT<>**cd  for  n  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  ana  passed. 

SYLVESTEF^  T.  JERAULD. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  The  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  have  also  instructed  me  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  T.  Jerauld,  assignee 
of  Henry  Richau^.  It  is  a  very  short  bill,  and  I 
ask  for  its  consideration  now. 

I'he  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  thai  location  No.  118,  eon- 
tainiiig  four  hundred  acres  in  township  one  south, 
range  ten  west,  second  meridian,  Indiana;  which 
has  been  made  in  favor  of  Nathaniel  Ewing,  as 
assignee  of  claim  No.  1499,  in  favor  of  the  heirs 
of  H.  Richaud,  in  the  report  dated  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1809,  of  the  commissioners  at  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  be  confirmed'.  It  proposes,  also,  to  au- 
thorize tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  on  ths 
production  to  i'he  Generil  Land  Office,  of  the  cir- 
tificate  from  the  register  at  Vincennes,  Indiana, 
for  the  claim,  to  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  to 
Jerauld,  as  assignee  of  the  interest  of  the  original 
claimant;  but  the  patent  granted  is  only  to  operate 
as  a  relinquishment  on  the  pari  of  the  United 
States,  and  is  in  no  way  to  prejudice  any  valid 
adverse  rieht,  if  such  exisl. 

The  bin  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

AFRICANIZATION  OP  CUBA. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  desira  lo  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

JtcMlM<,  Tbai  file  recent  acia  and  declaratlona  at  the 
Cuban  autboritiea,  coniidefed  in  connection  with  Spaln'a 
psat  policy  with  reference  to  Ibat  iaiand,  are  calculated  to 
excite  the  Just  appreteenaiona  of  Ibe  Ooveniiuent  of  the 
United  Sutea,  of  a  aeltled  deaignlo  Ibrow  Coba  ultinately 
into  Ibe  bands  uflta  nttrro  popolalion,  and  to  revive  there, 
within  a  few  boure'  sal!  of  oar  sborea,  the  acenes  of  San 
Domingo's  levolaiion,  a  reault  which  the  United  Sutea 
will  deem  alike  inconeiateni  witb  tbeir  progieaa,  tbeir 
prosperity,  and  tbe  cirilisatioa  of  tbe  age. 

I  do  not  desire  to  discuss  the  resolution  now 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Can  the  resolution  be  consid- 
ered to-day  exceot  by  unanimous  consent? 

The  PRESID&NT.    It  cannot. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  I  object  lo  ila  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  MAL{.ORY.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Sena- 
tor what  I  have  said  heretofore,  that  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  discuss  the  question  now.  But  a  resolu- 
tion on  this  subject  was,  a  few  days  ago,  referred 


to -the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ralationa,  and  I 
only  desire  that  this  resolution  shall  go  to  the 
committee,  and  be  considered  in  connection  with 
that. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  resolution  had  better  tie 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  PRESIDENT.     Objection  being  made, 
the  resolution  cannot  be  considered  now. 
BLACK  WARRIOR  DOCUMENT. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  1  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion,and  I  desirfc  to  say  that  tbe  document  which  I 
propose  to  have  printed  relates  to  the  seizure  of 
ths  Black  Wamor.  I  receive  every  day  appli- 
cations for  copies  of  that  document,  and  it  us* 
matter  of  importance,  1  think,  that  we  should 
liavc  some  copies  of  it  printed  for  the  us*  of  Ihe 
Ssnate. 

'  JlaaoliMd,  That  two  tbonaand  cd^ea  nf  Honie  docoaaeM 
No.  88,  relating  to  Ibe  aeiiur*  of  the  ateamer  Blark  War- 
rior, and  other  caaaa  of  alleged  wniiiga  to  American  cili- 
zena  by  Ibe  aalhoritiea  of  Cabs,  be  primed  foe  tbe  aae  of 
Ibe  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Tbe  resolution  goes  lo 
the  Committee  on  Priming. 

ROHAN  CATHOLICS. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  morning,  yesterday, 
was  engrossed,  Mr.  President,  in  discussing  a 
question  which  I  presume  can  meet,  at  the  hands 
of  this  body,  no  practical  legislation;  and  as  on* 
of  its  members  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  word 
in  relation  to  that  discussion.  But  for  a  remark 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Badger,]  which  will,  I  think,  be  productive 
of  misunderstanding,  I  should  not  deem  it  my  duty 
to  utter  a  word.  The  remark  to  which  I  allude, 
I  see  in  this  rooming's  report  of  yesterday's  pro- 
ceedings, in  the  Union. 

"  (Mr.  Badskr  inquired  whether  Mr.  CAaa  had  aeen  a 
atatement  made  in  a  Catbolle  psper  in  St.  Lonia— tte 
■Shepherd  of  Ihe  Valley'— Ibat  aa  aoon  as  tbe  CatboHea 
abould  obtain  Ihe  auprvmaey  in  tbia  country,  ibcre  would 
be  an  end  of  totetatioB  here? 

"  Mr.  CAaa  replied  that  be  bad  aeea  the  auieawat  ia 
some  papea. 

"  Mr.  BADSaa  aaked  whether  it  wonM  not  be  wlae  to' 
eonaider  tbe  pnpriety  of  adopting  aone  meaaurea.  Is  anti- 
cipation of  auch  a  reault,  Ibr  securing  reiigioaa  liberty  at 
homer 

"  Mr.  Cua.  This  Ooverament  baa  nothing  to  do  with 
tellgioua  liberty  at  home.    That  la  the  boaliH 


of! 


'*  Mr.  BaoasK  inquired,  If  aneb  an  eveM  ahonld  happen, 
whataortofa*poaltion  ahoold  we  occupy,  aaking  fbieigB 
Oovemmenia  to  aecure  Air' our  cldseas  annad  what  we 
eould  not  aecare  for  them  at  home  f 

"Mr.  CAaa.    That  ia  auppoaiog  an inpoaaibte  eaae." 

Mr.  Preeident,  1  do  not  know  whether  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina, and  the  introduction  of  the  paper  to  which 
he  refers,  were  made  ironically  or  not,  or  whether 
he  meant  to  say  no  more  than  that  legislation  upon 
this  subject,  as  presented  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Caii,]  would  be  as  wise, 
(and  no  wiser  perhaps,)  as  legislation  upon  tha 
subject  presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  h^pfiself.  Perhaps  ihe  latter  waa 
the  design.  However,  sir,  as  it  has  been  intro- 
duced into  this  body,  it  will  certainly,  unless  soma 
explanation  be  made,  give  rise  lo  some  feeling  and 
some  misapprehension.  In  relation  to  tbe  *■  Shep- 
herd of  the  Valley,"  I  am  happy  to  slate  here — and 
I  state  it  because  it  is  an  act  of  justice  due  to  over 
two  millions  of  our  citizens — that  the  paper  ealleii 
the  "  Shepherd  of  the  Valley"  is  not  an  organ,  • 
mouth  piece,  or  an  exponent  of  the  opinions,  re- 
ligious or  otherwise,  of  any  Catholic  church,  or 
creed  in  the  United  States;  but  that  the  bishop  of 
St.  Louis,  himself,  has  condemned,  and  in  a  circu- 
lar letter  cautioned  the  Catholics  of  bis  diocese 
against  its  dangerous  ultraism. 

Therefore,  sir,  it  is  that  I  would  say  that  no  in- 
ference should  be  drawn  from  anything  of  this 
nature,  wMli  appeara  in  that  paper,  against  tbe 
constitutional  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  d)  is  Hirgeiiody 
of  our  fellow  citizens. 

It  is  tbe  fiirst  time,  Mr.  President,  in  this  body, 
that  I  have  ever  heard  directly  or  indirectly  the 
creed  of  any  portion  of  our  citizens  presented  as 
'a  matter  of  discussion.  It  is  the  firat  time  that  I 
have  ever  known  any  member  of  the  body  feel  it 
necessary  to  rise  and  say  a  word  upon  the  subject; 
and  I  certainly  do  not  wish  or  design  lo  do  more 
than  to  correct  any  misapprehension  which  may 
^rise  from  Ihe  remarks  or  the  Senator  from  Nortn 
Carolina. 

If  I  thought  proper  to  say  more — if  I  thought 
it^necessary  or  proper  to  enter  into  a  defense  of 
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t£e' church— I  could  take  my  stand  her*  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  end  fearlesslj  appeal 
to  the  body  for  the  confirmation  of  the  'fact  that 
.  from  the  settlement  of  the  Colonies  to  the  present 
hour,  no  creed  has  ever  exhibited  more  toleration, 
more  spirit  of  gentleness  and  conciliation  in  this ' 
country.  I  might,  too,  appeal  to  the  fact  that  the 
Catholics  of  colonial  Maryland,  having  the  power 
to  establish  religious  distinctions,  privileges,  and 
disabilities,  refused  to  exercise  it,  and  set  a  noble 
example  of  relisioas  toleration. 

I  might  appeal  to  your  shipk  and  your  armies, 
and  show  that  a  majority  of  (his  creed  man  your 
decksand  fill  your  ranks.  I  might  bring  into  re- 
view all  the  departments  of  civil  life,  and  show  them 
adorned  by  the  highest  talent  and  character  taken 
from  the  members  of  that  creed.  And,  sir,  I 
rai(;ht  show  that,  in  selecting  the  chaplainsvf  your 
Army  and  Navy,  filled  as  they  are  with  a  majority 
of  Catholics,  you  have  passed  them  by.  We 
have  no  Catholic  chaplains,  sir,  for  our  Catholic 
sailors  and  soldiers. 

Sir,  in  relation  to  those  denials  of  sepulture  in 
foreign  countries,  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  brought  to  our  notice  yesterday, 
I  have  nothing  to  say  now,  but  that  I  deplore  them ; 
-but  do  not  let  us  misconceive  this  matter,  nor  con- 
ceal from  ourselves  the  fact  that  at  least  one  large 
portion  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  ministers  of 
this  country,  at  this  very  hour,  is  refusing  to  the 
unbaptized  their  ceremonies  of  sepulture. 

I  might  say,  here,  in  relation  to  the  performance 
of  these  ceremonies  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  alluded  yesterday,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  in  this  country,  at  this  moment, 
the  feeling  of  the  Catholic  church  in  tig  United 
States^is  in  opposition  to  the  refusal  of  these  cere- 
monies; but,  sir,  I  have  no  desire  to  discuss  the 
subject  at  all.  The  only  object  which  1  have  in 
rising,  is  to  say,  that  no  inference  against  the  dis- 
loyidty  of  these  persons  should  be  drawn  from  the 
ultreiam  of  a  newspaper,  whose  authority  is  dis- 
claimed by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  in  which  it 
is  published. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  made 
any  remark  yesterday,  and  should  be  sorry  to 
Iriake  any  remark  at  any  time,  which  would  ex- 
pose the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida  to  an 
unpleasantsentiment  of  regret;  but  I  recJlydonot 
understand  for  what  purpose  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  alluded  to  the  subject  of  the  remark  this 
rooming.  The  reason  why  1  mentioned  it  yester- 
day is,  I  think,  sufficiently  apparent,  and  if  not 
seenlby  everybody,  can  be,  at  once,  made  manifest. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  had 
made  a  venr  able  and  elaborate  speech,  in  which 
he  enforced  upon  the  Senate  the  propriety  of  our 
Government  taking  some  steps  to  secure,  by 
treaty  stipulations  with  foreign  Powers,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  unrestricted  religious  liberty  by  our  citi- 
zens when  abroad,  and  in  the  dominions  of  foreign 
countries.  I  had  seen  an  extract  professing  to  oe 
quoted  from  a  Roman  Catholic  paper — a  religious 
paper — published  at  St.  Louis,  and  said   to   be 

Cublished  under  the  direction  or  control  of  the 
ishop  of  that  diocese — turn  ftrmisiione  (u^rionim 
— in  which  the  statement  was  made  distinctly, 
that  in>the  event  of  the  Roman  Catholics  obtaining 
the  numerical  ascendency  in  one  of  the  States  of 
(he  Onion — not  in  the  country,  as  erroneously 
stated  in  the  paper  from  which  the  Senator  has 
read — there  would  be  an  end  of  religious  freedom 
in  such  State,  because,  said  the  paper,  as  it  was 
stated,  we  knsw  that  we  are  right,  and  w*  know 
that  they  are  wrong. 

I  knew  nothing  of  the  relations  subsisting  be- 
tween the  bishop  of  the  diocese  and  the  editor  of 
the  paper,  except  the  general  inference  which  I 
drew  that  the  subordinates  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic church  are  not  apt  to  promulge  sentiments 
which  do  not  meet  the  approbation  of  Iheir  chiefs 
and  superiors;  but  I  thought  it  very  appropriate 
to  call  the  attentiori'of  the  Senate  and  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  fact  that  this  proposition  had  been 
openly  announced — if  the  qnotation  which  I  saw 
had  been  corrtctly  made  from  the  paper — as  a 
result  of  the  ascendency  of  that  particular  denom- 
ini||ion  of  Christians  in  on*  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  and  to  call  attention  to  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  this  Ghivernment  has  no  power  or  con- 
trol over  the  subject  of  religious  freedom  or  reli- 
gious intolerance  or  religious  proscription  in  any 
of  the  Slates  of  the  Union;  that  a  State  has  a  right 
to  establish  any  amount  of  religious  iotolerencs  it 


pleases,  to  prescribe  what  religious  tests  it  pleases, 
to  make  all  rights,  at  least  all  political  rights,  de- 
pendent upon  the  progression  of  a  religious  faith, 
and  consequenily,  that  if  the  negotiations  which 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigeln  su^ested, 
were  opened,  we  should  be  met  with  this  difficulty; 
we  propose  to  a  foreign  State,  by  treaty,  to  se- 
cure religious  freedom  to  our  subjects  visiting  the 
territories  of  that  foreign  State: 

The  question  is  asked  us,  *■  Can  you  secure  to 
us  religious'  freedom  in  visiting  any  of  the  States 
of  the  Union  i"  The  answer  is,  "  we  cannot;" 
it  is  a  subject  altogether  dependent  upon  State 
legislation,  and  so  far  are  we  from  being  able 
to  secure  such  religious  freedom  to- your  subjects 
when  coming  here,  that  we  cannot  secure  it  to 
our  own  citizens  st  home,  if  a  particular  Stat*  in 
any  instance,  should  think  proper  to  refuse  it, 
and,  therefore,  unless  it  were  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  adopt  some  measures  for  enforcing 
at  home  what  they  ssk  to  be  enforced  abroad,  w* 
should  be  placed  in  the  aitnatiob  of  thos*  who  de- 
mand from  othera  that  for  which  we  could  giv* 
them  no  equivalent.  Thatis  all,  sir.  It  certainly 
never  entered  into  my  head  to  suppose  that  I 
should  produce  a  necessity  for  vindicating  cither 
the  patriotism,  or  gallantry,  or  uprightness  of  our 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-citisens,  of  which  1  never 
had  a  doubt,  • 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  know  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Nort|)  Carolina  entertains  ths  kind- 
est feeling  towards  all  Christian  creeds;  but,  sir, 
I  trust  he  will  recollect  that  when  an  honorable 
gentleman  of  his  experiene*  and  position  rises  in 
this  body,  and  calls  public  attenuon  to  an  intoler- 
ant and  unworthy  article  in  an  isolated  paperupon 
this  subject,  and  then  draws  the  inference  from  it 
that  legislation  of  the  character  indicated  may  be 
just  and  necessary,  it  creates  an  impression  that 
such  a  contingency  as  a  Catholic  Icgid  supremacy 
may  b*  apprehended. 

Mr.  BALN3BR.    Well,  nuy  it  notf 

Mr.  MALLORY.    No,  sir. 

Mr. BADGER.     Why  not? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  When  he  does  that,  h*  does 
by  implication  charge  this  particular  creed  with 
disloyalty,  which,  I  know,  ne  dees  not  design  to 
charge;  and  it  is  to  rebut  any  such  presumption 
of  disloyalty  from  an  unauthorized  and  isolated 
article  that  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  say  a 
word. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Does  the  honorable  Senator 
know  that  it  is  repudiated  by  the  church  itself? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  not  seen  the  repu- 
diating circular,  but  I  understand  from  authority 
which  I  cannot  possibly  doubt  that  it  has  been. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

[Her*  the  conversation  dropped.] 

TSKA8  SJk.Tr. 
Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  instroctsd  by  th*  Com- 
lAitte*  on  Naval  Afiiiira,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  surviving  officera  of  th* 
late  Texas  Navy,  to  report  a  sniMtitute  far  the 
bill)  and  I  am  also  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
say  that  the  substitute  agreed  upon  is  th*  unani- 
mous selitiment  of  the  committee,  and  that  th*y 
intend  to  adhere  Ito  it. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BIU.  VETO. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senat* 
resumed  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  making 
fi  grant  of  land  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 
for  th*  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,  which 
had  been  returned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  his  objections.     • 

Mr.  BUTLER  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in 
defense'of  the  veto.  [A  report  of  his  speech  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

The  PRESIOrNG  OFFICER,  {Mr.  Sttjart 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  upon  reconsidering 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  know  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Bbown,]  who  was  in  his  seat 
a  few  moments  agp,  desired  to  address  the  Senate 
on  this  subject,  and  1  suppose  he  has  stepped  out, 
not  expecting  that  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina would  conclude  so  soon,  though  he  is  usually 
very  brief. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  fVom  Missis- 
sippi told  me  he  desired  to  speak,  and  but  for  that 
I  snould  ask  to  have  tV.is  subject  postpon^  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill.  Probably  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  will 
be  here  directly,  and  may  desire  to  go  on  to-day. 


Several  SsirATeH*.    To-morrow. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Gentlemen  around  m*  say 
he  will  not  desire  to  speak  now.  I  do  not  know 
how  that  is. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  it  would 
be  hardly  respectful  to  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi to  expect  him  to  come  in  now  immediately, 
and  commence  discussion  on  this  subject,  and  I 
think  my  firiend  from  Virginia  had  better  l*t  this 
matter  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  let  ua 
take  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  am  willing  to  agree  to  Uiat. 
Then  I  move  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  bill  until  to-morrow  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  no  wistT  to  inter- 
rupt the  courae  of  the  Senat* on  this  question,  nor 
do  I  wish  to  embarrass  them  in  regard  to  the  In- 
dian apprc^rialion  bill;  but  it  is  very  obvious  that 
we  ought  to  get  through  with  that  bill,  and  that 
we  shall  discuss  it  at  very  great  disadvantage  if 
we  puraue  the  plan  of  dividing  it  between  the 
remnants  of  different  days,  the  Indian  bill  always 
being  in  the  evening.  The  subject  of  that  bill  is 
proverbially  uninteresting;  tind  we  know  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  keep  a  quorum  together  at 
any  one  time  when  it  is  under  consideration.  I 
should  much  prefer  that  this  bill  be  postponed 
until  some  other  day,  so  that  we  may  take  up  the 
Indian  bill,  and  dispose  of  it  entirely  to-morrow. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  public  interest  or  ser- 
vice which  would  suffer  by  that  arrangement.  I 
would,  therefore,  if  it  be  in  order,  move  to  amepd 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  by 
striking  out  "  to-morrow,"  and  inserting  "  the 
day  after  to-morrow,"  so  as  to  leave  us  to-mor- 
row to  take  up  and  dispose  of  the  Indian  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  not.  The  Senator 
knows  there  are  a  great  many  amendments  yet  to 
come  in  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  I  do  not  think  we  can  get  through  with  that 
bill  to-morrow.  They  have  kept  it  open  now  for 
a  long  time,  but  I  underatand  they  have  a  greet 
many  further  amendments  to  propose,  aniT  we 
cannot  get  through  with  the  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  We  have  only  two  or 
three  amendments,  and  I  do  not  think  more  than 
one  or  two  of  them  will  occasion  discussion.  I 
fsel  confident,  therefore,  that  we  can  get  through 
with  th*  bill  to-morrow,  and  I  aOi  satisned  that  that 
is  much  the  best  arrangement. 

Th*  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  that  the 
motion  which  has  l>«*n  made  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  th*  question  until  to-mor- 
row is  not  amendable. 

Mr.  BADGER,  If  I  underatand  the  suggestion, 
I  will  modify  the  motion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  mad*  ths  motion  to  posU 
poo*. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  and*rstand  the  Senator  frohn 
Arkansas  to  say  that  he  thinks  the  Indian  appnv- 
priation  bill  can  be  gotten  through  with  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr,  SEBASTIAN.    I  think  it  can. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  have  a  different  opinion. 
r  am  pretty  sar*  we  cannot  get  through  with  U 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  think  we  had  better  finish 
something. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  W*  had  better  finish  th« 
veto.  W*  cannot  finish  the  ({idian  bill  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  say  something  upon 
the  subject  of  the  veto  message.  I  wish  to  collect 
som*  material*  from  .the  Land  Office  in  relation  to 
that  matter.  They  are  in  a  state  of  preparation, 
but  are  not  yet  ready.  My  object  is  to  meet  some  of 
the  statements  which  were  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Carolina;  which  bear,  I  think', 
not  heavily,  as  he  intended,  but  unjustly  on  the 
new  States,  and  I  wish  to  counteract  the  effect  of 
them. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  fVom 
Michigan,  that  other  gentlemen  are  ready  to  go 
on  with  this  discussion.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Brown]  and  othera  are  prepared  to 
go  on. 

Mr.  PASS.  I  spoke  with  relation  to  taking  th* 
vot*  to-day. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  propos*  any  such 
thing. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Before  the  vot*  is  taken  on  th* 
veto  message,  I  wish  to  give  my  views  in  reeard 
to  it.  I  could  go  on  this  evening,  and  I  will  do 
so,  if  the  Senate  insist  upon  it;  but  still,  1  would 
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nthar  apMk  iii  Ui»  lapming.  If,  howertr,  I  am 
to  ba  po*l{>(u«ed  even  aniil  the  day  after. to-mor- 
row, 1  should  orefer  apeakiox  tbia  avening. 

The  PKEdlDING  OFFICER.  ThequeaOoa 
aav  iiafore  Iba  Seaau  ia  on  4he  aotioa  to  poat- 
poo*  tbe  bill  until  (o-|noirow. 

Mr.  SEBA^IAN.  1  iindctataod  tWit  tba 
Pliair  kaa  dacidad  th«t  tha  prepoaition  which  I 
uml»  to  Maand  tha  matiop  ia.not  in  oidar. 

The  P&ESI0UUi  OFFICER.  Tha  Chair 
thinka  it  ia  not  (w  aroaiidaUcAHUioD.  If  tha  Sea- 
•ta  vote  down  tbia  ptropwition,  the  Senvor  ftom 
.Arfcanaaa  may  ^laaa  lua- 

Mr.  SEBASTUN.  Then  I  ahaU  vole  in  Uie 
a^galire  on  thia  moUMi  with  <t  ^i'v  of  aftarwwds 
wovinc  to  poatpone  ittt  further  eonaidenlioB  of 
.the  aubiect  luiiU  the  dfty  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  tbialc  it  woald  be  bAler  to  puis 
W»e  the  couree  atiggaated  by  the' Senator .froip 
iiEkanaaa,  and  let  ua  go  on  with  tha  Ipdian  bill 
tp-morrow,  if  we  caB.4i8po8e  of  iL  The  delay 
tft  A  day  ia  not  tff  be  «{uap«r«d  with  tba  impon- 
•nea  of  the  neeeaaary  wVntigajuon. 

Mr  HUNTER.  If  we  take  th^t  counia,  I 
kpjft  U  wiU  ha  with  tha  uadeistandiog  that  when 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  ahall  come  up,  we 
ahaJI  BO  thtoocb  with  it,  ud  ba  prepared  to  lake 
a,  week  on  it,  if  we  eommaeca.  The  oroendmenta 
which  1  uDderstoBd  ore  coming  in  from  the  Cem- 
nittee  on  iodian  Afioira  are  not  going  to  be  da- 
cided  iii.a  day, 

iSjir.  BADGER.  I  hope  wa  con  get  through 
with  the  bill  to-morrow. 

'Mr.  CASS.    If  we  do  take  up  the  Indian  ap- 

Sropciation  bill,  it  will  otill  ba  in  tha  power  of  the 
enate  at  oity  time  to  lay  that  aaid«,  and  lake  up 
this  bill,  if  they  chooae.' 

Mr.  BROWN.  Before  tha  vote  ia  taken,  I 
•hould  like  to  know  whcthjer  it  ia  the  undarstond- 
iag  of  the  Senate,  tbat  on  the  day  after  to-morrow 
we  ore  to  adjourn  over,  for  the  purpoaa  of  puttii^ 
the  Chamber  in  order?  I  have  heard  aome  talk 
«f  that  oort. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hardly  think  thera  will  be 
«py  a««ch  motion  mode  to-morrow.  I  hope  not. 
TMre  ought  to  be  aome  notice  of  such  an  adjouiin- 
ment  given  beforehand,  ao  that  Senatora  who  de- 
aire  to  go  home  may  be  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BROWN.  As  I  said  before,  I  am  willing 
to  apeak  this  evening,  or  to-morrow;  or  even  if  the 
Bubject  be  poatponMl  until  tha  next  day,  I  ahall 
not  object;  hot  I  do  not  wioh  to  ha«a  it  poatponed 
longer  than  that. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  merely  to  mention, aa 
the  occupant  of  the  Chair  cannot  moke  the  azpla- 
notion,  that  it  was  auggeeted  a  few  daya  ago,  at 
the  instance  of  the  genueman  who  now  oeeqpiea 
the  chair,  [Mr.  Stdakt,]  with  a  view  to  his  ac- 
commodation, that  an  arrangement  of  the  kind 
alluded  to  should  be  mode  for  adjourning  over 
from  Thursday,  but  ehongias  have  taken  place 
which  render  that  no  longer  necessary, and  render 
it  proper  that  that  motion  ahould  be  postponed  for 
another  week. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  the  queMion 
(■  on  poatponing  the  <j^rtfaer  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  to-morrow. 

The  quaation  being  ti^kan,  it  was  found  that  no 
quorum  votni. 

Mr.  SLIDEIX.  I  move  that  die  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  bnaineaa. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  moiioo  cannot  be  made 
until  we  have  dispoaed  of  the  pending  bih.    Tha 

Jjuesiion  before  the  Senate  ia  on  poatponing  the 
urther  consideration  of  that  bill  until  to-morrow. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     Tha  Choir 
thinks  no  question  can  be  taken,  ao  long  aa  there 
ia  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  BADGER.    But  if  the  Chair  will  put  the 

tpieation  o^ain,  1  think  a  quorum  would  besfaown. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  again  put  the 

question;  and  there  were — ayes  9>  noca  SSh,  no 

quorum  votitig. 

Mr.WEXLER.  Aathereia  no qtiorum present, 
I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  woa  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  od- 
joamed.     ■ 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuEiDAT,  Mag  16,  1854.     " 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Grayer 
by  Rev.  HcwBT  Sucsa. 

TheJoHni«tQ(jrc«t«nl»jrwauMdai)diM>pi«va(L 


Mr.  RICHARDSON  took  the  Boor. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Will  the  genUemao  from  Illi- 
noia  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  single  moment,  to 
present  some  resolulioas  from  my  State? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  assented. 

Mr.  BANKS  then,  by  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House,  preaenied  certain  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts. 

1.  Reaolvea  concerning  theMassachusetia  claims. 
Refarred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SL  Reaolvea  in  relation  to  the  preservation  of 
Cape  Cod  harbor.  Laid  on  tha  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

3.  Resolves  in  relation  to  officers,  soldiera,  and 
othora  who  served  in  the  war  of  1S12.  Laid  on 
tha  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDER  or  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  rcsnmed  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  1  coll  for  the  regular  order 
•f  buaineaa. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  bnai- 
■eaa  ia  llie  ooasidenitioa  of  the  resohili*a  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richabo- 

SOH.] 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  ask  tfaeuBaaimoaacoiiacBt 
of  the  Houae 

The  SPEAKER,  (interropting.)  The  genti*- 
man  from  ilUnoia  ia  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  deaire 
to  withdraw  tha  reaolution  offered  by  me  aeraa 
daya  ago,  and  modified  on  yeaterday  morning,  in 
renlion  to  the  termination  of  the  debate  on  the 
Nebraaka  and  Kanaos  bill.  I  mean  the  first  reao- 
lution introduced  by  me. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  lllinoia 
baa  a  right  to  withdraw  bim  reaolution. 

It  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  baainoaa  first  in  ordar 
ia  the  conaideration  of  Houae  bill  No.  MS,  graat- 
ing  lands  equally  to  the  several  Statea  to  aid  ia 
the  construction  of  railroada  and  the  support  of 
achoola.  The  pending  motion  ia  to  recommit  thia 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  the 
gontlemon  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Haiultoi(]  ia 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

8CSPCH8ION  or  THE  ROLB8. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  move  that  the 
rules  be  aiMpended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  Che  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKEER.  That  motion  is  in  order, 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  should  insist 
on  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  If  it  is  the  disposition  of 
the  Hoase  to  go  into  committee,  I  will  not  throw 
onv  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  doing  so. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Houae.  to  withdraw  from  the  filea  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  Rachel  Moore,  being  on  a 
petition  for  pension,  that  they  may  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Penaioos. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not  require  unoai- 
iQous  consent.  It  con  be  done,  under  the  rule, 
at  tha  Clerk's  table;  and  the  papers  will  be  with- 
drawn and  referred  according  to  request. 

Mr.  DUNBAR.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  T.  H.  McManus  from  the  files  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB.    For  what  purpoae? 

Mr.  DUNBAR.  For  the  purpoae  of  reforence 
in  the  Senate. 

No  olijeetion  being  made,  the  request  woa 
granted. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  RUNT.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  Houae 
to  allow  me  to  correct  a  qtatement  which  I  have 
just  read  in  the  Globe  of  this  morning.  I  daeire 
to  state  here  pnblicly,  that  the  atateinent  in  the 
Globe  of  this  morning,  in  respect  to  what  oc- 
curred yesterday,  is  untrue,  as  nroa  my  knowl- 
etfge  goes,  and  as  far  as  I  am  informed  by  my 
friends.  The  statements  which  I  have  read  in 
the  other  papers  are  substantially  true.* 


*Tbe  proprietor  of  Ibe  Globe  tbinki  it  proper  (brhim  to 
Hale  here  Unt  when  thwe  !■  eOBOMion  tn  the  Houae,  and 
many  memben  ue  on  their  Teet,  Ibe  Repaoen  fSr  ihe  Globe, 
who  an  inside  the  bar  of  the  Uonie,  on  the  floor  with  the 
Diemhere,  cannot  hear  ao  well  la  tboae  in  iha  gaJleriea,  or  at 
daakaoDtaide  the  bar,  above  the  floor  of  the  Houae. 

The  reaolution  nnder  which  the  Globe  repnrta  the  debates 
Hltsther  f'abaU  bsHilijecl  tothe  reviaionof  tbeapealwn." 


Mr.  CRAIOE.  In  regard  to  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Hunt,]  I 
will  aay^that  in  reference  to  anything  which  I 
said  on  yesterday,  my  remarks  are  substaotially 
reported  in  the  Globe.  What  he  said  I  did  not 
distinctly  hear  or  understand, Imd  t  do  not,  there- 
fore, undertake  to  say  what  he  did  say.  What  I 
aaid  is  substantially  reported  in  the  Globe,  and  by 
that  I  am  willing  to  stand.  • 

Mr.  HUNT.  One  word  ia  reply.  I  branded 
the  atatement  made  by  the  gentleman  yesterday, 
and  the  brand  atill  remoina  hissing. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"  from  aU  parU  of 
the  Hail.] 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  The  centleman  cannot  strut 
into  a  scrape  with  me,  and  sneak  out  of  it  in  that 
way. 

[Renewed  cries  of  "Order  fall  ortr  the  Houae.] 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Order  being  restored,  and  the  question  recurring 
upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Richaiidion,  it  was  put; 
luid  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  accordingly  reaolved  itself  into  tha 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  tha 
Union,  (Mr.  Oi,Df  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  thecommittee  was 
last  in  session,  it  had  under  conaideration  Houae 
bill  (No.  336}  for  the  organization  of  the  Territo- 
riea  of  Nebraaka  and  Kansas;  and  upon  that 
question  the  gentleman  from  Floridly  [Mr.  Max- 
wkll]  ia  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  in  rising  to  address  the 
committee,  alluded  to  the  exciting  scenes  through 
which  the  House  bos  just  passed.  Whether  the 
movements  were  factious  or  not,  he  would  leave 
the  country  to  determine  by  the  record.  He  ex- 
pressed  the  hope  that  the  efforta  which  may  here- 
after be  made,  aa  in  the  past,  to  defeat  the  pur- 
poses of  the  House  and  mislead  the  people,  wul  be 
in  vain,  and  fail. 

The  bill  now  under  conaideration  seeks  to  de- 
clare the  Missouri  law  inoperative  and  void;  it 
contains  no  startling  or  ^extravagant  features;  it 
does  not  aim  to  interfere  with  any  man 'a  rights 
or  privileges;  it  imposes  no  limitation  on  the 
liberty  of  any  human  being.  The  proposition 
relative  to  the  Missouri  law  does  not  efum  tha 
force  of  legislation;  the  whole  object  is  to  wipe 
out  a  restriction  made  without  the  authority^ 
right,  and  which  interferes  withthe  constitutional 


Mr.  HsxT  did  sot  arail  himaeif  of  Ibi^privilege.  Da  a 
Amner  aimilar  oeeaaion  ha  refliaed  to  reviae  hia  renuirlcs, 
and  it  wai  thought  not  worth  while  to  ahow  them  to  him  ia 
thiacaae.  Mr.  Ckaigk,  through  a  friend,  a  member,  changed 
one  aenlence  of  hia  remarka.  Aa  taken  down  bj  a  Reporter 
ofthe  Globe,  it  read: 

"  Mr.  CiuiaB.  I  did  aay  that  the  gndeoiaD  waa  a  Ac- 
lioniat,  and  I  now  repeat  it.*' 

It  waa  alieied  by  Mr.  COAiea  te  read : 

■<  If  Iha  geoUerau  deeiiw  to  bally  the  Boose,  he  akall 
not  do  it.  He  ihall  not  buMy  me.  I  did  aay  be  waa  a  Ikc- 
lloniat,  and  I  now  repeat  it." 

The  remarka  of  both  gentlemen,  as  lepaitad  1^  ih«  Ni; 
tional  Intelligencer,  follow : 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  Uien  anhmlued  Ms  reaolmioa  aa 
mndifled.  and  apon  it  demanded  the  previoas  qii«>B|ioa. 

Mr.  SAGE  moved  to  lay  Ihe  resolution  on  Ihe  table,  opoa 
which  motion  he  diemaniM  the  yeaa  and  nay*.     ■ 

Mr.  HUNT.  If  ttae  gentleman  will  aHow me, I  wni*ro- 
pnae  an  sinendmem  to  ibe  reaolnllon  a*  to  lbs  tiaae,  wMeh 
will  make  it  more  aaiisfketory  to  the  onxHiantaof  ibe  bill. 

f  Crieii  of  «  Hear  him !"  and  "  No  •>"'  No !"] 

Mr.  CRAIGE  and  oibera  obtecied. 

Mr.  HUNT.  Then  Ibe  genUemao  eompela  us  relaoaslly 
to  lake  a  ground  that  I  would  not  lake 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order !"] 

MrCRAIGE.  I  look  apoothegenaemanaaactingwidi 
hcifonifts 

tRenewed  criee  of  "  Order !"  «  Oidwl"] 

The  quesUon  waa  then  taken  on  Ihe  roadoo  to  lay  dw 
reaolniion  on  the  table ;  and  it  waa  decided  in  the  ne^re 
—yeas  tS,  nays  \M. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  aak  tbat  I  aaay  be  altowad  to  aak  a  tgnee- 
lion,  or  to  soy  one  word  by  way  of  oplaiiatioa  of  a  aoUler 
that  concerea  my.  feelings. 

The  apEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  onaainoaa 
conaent. 

rcriea  of  •<  Hear  bim !»  sMolrlaetiana.I 

Mr.  CRAIO£.    I  take  the  aaaae  groaod  tbat  I  took  be- 


rshonta  of  «  Order !"  "  Order  !"1 

Mr.  HUNT.  If  die  gefllleniaa  aUgnndzea  me  aa  mtte- 
liooisl  be  a^sksa  falsenoeil. 

[Vociferooa abonta of  "Order!" and  great eonnnioa  fi>l- 
lowrd,  nearhr  every  member  steading.  1 

Mr.  CRAIGE  endeavored  to  be  heard  amid  Ibe  din  of  the 
many  calls  te  order,  bat  all  ibst  eoold  be  heart  was ;  of 
will  exeraiae  mv  rii^ta,  abd-wW  al4aetta  tUegeatleBian  aa 
eam  aa  I  weald  to  aaypadydsa." 
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privilegM  of  one  section  of  the  country.  The 
territoriea-of  the  United  State*  are  the  property  of - 
alt,  and  no  power  ie  given  to  Congress  to  thwart 
the  purposes  of  our  fathers,  and  to  deny  to  the 
citizens  of  one  part  privilege*  which  are  accorded 
to  the  other  portion  of  the  country. 

He  replied  to  the  charge  of  a  "  violation  of 
good  faith,"  saying  that  the  Missouri  act  has 
never  been  regardra  by  the  North  a*  of  higher 
sanctity  than  other  hws.  As  to  the  accomulated 
dangers  from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  he  remarked 
Aal  where  right  is,  the  public  conviction  will  ulti> 
nately  settle.  He  continued  his  remarks  until  the 
expiration  of  the  hoar  allotted  in  debate,  in  advo- 
cacy of  the  bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  MAYALL  deliveied  his  views  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.  He  said  that  the  compromise  of 
1850  was  far  more  objectionable  to  his  constitu- 
ency than  was  that  of^l830  to  the  people  of  the 
South.  If  it  was  policy  to  repeal  one  cdmpro- 
mise  because  it  was  objectionable  to  the  into-esls 
and  senttmenu  of  one  section  of  thecountry,  why 
not  repeal  another  compromise  which  was  fiir 
more  objectionable,  generally,  to  the  people  of 
another  section  > 

The  object  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  a*  con- 
stantly declared,  was  to  repeal  all  compromises  in 
'  relation  to  the  institution  of  slavery.  Why  not 
repeal  the  compromise  of  1850  as  well  as  that  of 
leSO,  and  all  other  compromises  en  the  sahjeotf 
To  carry  out  the  idea  of  the  friend*  of  the  bill, 
they  should  repeal  the  Conetitutiont  in  order  to 
do  away  with  all  compromise*  in  regard  to  the 
institution  of  slavery. 

This  was  not  a  question  of  ordinary  legislation, 
nor  one  of  mere  expediency  or  of  constitutional 
rights.  In  his  opinion  the  question  was  whether 
the  honor  of  the  nation  shouM  be  maintained? 
whether  the  pledges  of  our  forefathers  should  be 
preserved,  and  handed  down  by  us  to  oar  poster- 
ity to  be  maintained  for  all  lime  to  come. 

He  was  not  opposed  to  lb*  ofganisation  of  ■ 
territorial  ^vemment  for  Nebruka,  bat  waa 
a^nst  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  His  objeo- 
tion  to  the  bill  wat  confined  almost  ezclosively  to 
that  clause  which  dedarsd  that  the  acts  of  KSO 
rendered  the  compromise  of  1820  inoperat^r*  anA 
▼oid;  thereby  violating  the  corapromise  of  1850, 
and  plonrin^  the  country  again  into  slavery  agr- 
tation.  This  point  he  argroed  at  length,  and  re- 
plied to  the  remarks  nwde  by  Mr.  Macdonald 
some  time  since. 

Mr.  FLAOLBR  said  that  the  voiee  of  hnrim- 
inediate  consticoeBts  came  to  Um  in  tone*  deep 
and  unbroken  like  the  cataract  on  their  botder*, 
cameatty  remonstrating  and  proteating  against  im- 
pairing the  Missouri  compromise,  and  enjoining 
upon  him  the  exercise  of  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  oppose  the  threatened  repeal.  He  was 
nappy  to  say  his  own  views  and  feelings  were  in 
perfkct  consonance  with  those  whom  be  repre- 
sents. 

There  were  two  great  principles  established  at 
an  early  period  >tn  our  history;  first,  the  exercise 
of  power  by  the  National  Legislature  over  the 
Territories,  and  secondly,  the  prohibition  of  sla- 
very in  the  Terrhoriesi  as  embodied  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787.  These  principles  were  asnctioned 
by  the  roaster-minds  wlk>  framed  the  Constitution. 
He  then  gave  at  length  bis  objections  to  the  bill 
under  consideration. 

Mr.OIODINaS  hailed  with  peculiar  interest 
and  joy  the  discussion  of  this  great  question,  and 
to  those  who  introduced  it  here  he  tendered  his 
most  hearty  thanks.  Thev  had  done  more  to  agi- 
tate the  great  question  of^  humanity  in  one  short 
month  tmtn  he  had  been  able  to  accomplish  in  the 
tweirty  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  body. 
He  would  not  say  that  he  rejoiced  that  they  had 
done  it  in  this  particular  manner,  bat  he  did  i«- 
joice  that  the  American  people  were  bound  tocon^ 
aider  all  thoae  great  and  ovenhadowing  incereata 
which  now  agitated  not  only  this  eounti^,  but  Eu- 
rope also. 

He  stood  in  a  peculiar  position.  He  was  bo 
partisan;  at  least,  hewaa  not  connected  with  either 
of  those  great  political  parties  which  bad  hereto- 
*fore  occupied  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Staus,  and  he  rejoiced  that  the  old  issnea 
which  had  heretofore  divided  these  parties  had 
■absided.  The  land-marks  which  had  distin- 
gtiished  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  had  become 
gradually  more  and  mora  obscure,  until  they  had' 
MWoduappaanaM  and'  ao-  man  cMrid  dfow  (kattaa 


of  disttnetioD,  or  rally  the  forces  of  either  party 
upon  either  side  of  the  House,. 

Long  had  he  contended  that  all  attempts  by  the 
Government  to  sustain  or  uphold  or  maintain 
sjavery  outside  of  the  States  was  unconstitutional 
and  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  th* 
free  States, an  outiageapon  the  Constitution,  and 
aviolationof  the  dearest  righu  of  humanity.  He 
rejoiced  that  men  werfrcoming  up  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  these  principles, 

Mr.  READY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.RaaDY,]  I  nova 
that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Mioaiasippi.  I  aak  per- 
mission to  My  on*  word. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  hope  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  will  be  withdrawn  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  hope  that  no  gentleman 
from  the  Stateof  Mississippi,  holdinc  a  seat  upon 
this  fioor,  would  so  fiur  degrade  himself  as  to 
moke  a  reply  tO'  the  g*ntl*man  who  has  juttt 
spoken.  , 

Mr.  GIDDINOS.  That  is  the  best  argument 
you  caa  make,  and  th*  best  ons  yoii  ever  dkl 
make. 

The  question  was  then  taken  apon  Mr.  Sbt- 
Hotni'i  motion;  and  it  waa  decided  in  iheaffirma- 
tive. 

TiMcommitt*«aecotdinglyro*e;Bnd  theSpeaker 
having  resumed  th^e  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  CommittM  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of 
the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Union  generally,  and  particularly  House 
bH)  No.  236,  entitled  "  An  kct  to  oicranize  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,"  but  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TWEED,  th*  House  then 
adjourned  (at  twenty  minutes  of  four  o'clock)  till 
to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 


Wkikbsoat,  Jtfqt  17, 18S4. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Slices. 

The  Journal  ofy  esterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PBTlTIOHa,  BTC. 

Mr.  WELLGR  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
offcers  and  soldiers  who  were  wrecked  on  the 
steamer  WinfleM  Scott,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  on 
Declemher  9, 185S.  The  petMoneis  allege'  that  in 
consequence  of  this  wreck,  the  second  regiment 
of  infantry  lost  all  its  instruments  and  mane  val- 
ued at  |800;  that  each  officer  lost  or  had  destroyed 
all  hie  necessary  b<^;gu^,  valued  at  from-f  450  to 
|900;  and  that  each  soldier  sustained  a  loss  equal 
t&|IOO.  They  pray,  therefore,  that  theseveral 
amoonis  above  named ,  be  allowed  the  oilleera  and 
soldiers  of  the  regiment  who  were  in  the  wreck. 
The  petitiQn  was  referred  to  Qie  Committee  On 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Isaac  Hulse,  praying  indemnity  for  the  injarx 
sustained  by  him  in  the  erection  of  the  barracks 
ofjthe  United  States  at  San  Carlos  de  Barmncas, 
on  ajmrt  of  faia  property;  which  wae  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  present  the  memorial  of  Alex- 
ander 8.  Taylor,  of  Monterey,  who  represents  that 
he  is  in  possession  of  certain  manuscript  pApera 
and  documents  of  great  value  in  ehieidatinr  the 
mwIt  settlement  and  history  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, extending  fhim  the  year  1770  to  the  year 
1846;  that  the  afbrraaid  papers  and  documents 
are  written  in  the  Spanish  language,  with  the 
exception  Of  certain  pordona  of  comments  and 
statistics  gathered  by  the  memorialist  fnjm  old 
settlers  and  officers  serving  under  the  government 
of  California  priir  to  the  7th  of  July,  1846i  and 
copies  from  scarce  Spanish,  French,  English,  and 
American  books;  that  thesedocuments  and  paper* 
are  of  a  public  character,  and,  if  printed  and  pub- 
lished, will  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  California,  and  to  the  interents  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  memorialist 'fiirtherstatesthot  he  is  desirous 
of  extending  and  completing  the  same  by  the  use  of 
the  old  Sponisbarebtves  of  California,  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  United  States  Surveyor  General  of 
OaKfomia,  and  the  United  Stales  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  aseeriaining  and  settling  the  land 
clairoaof  California,  which  are  now  in  their  respect- 
ive ofie**  in  San  Fiwieiwoi  ftat  lM  la^Hirtaa-of- 


haviiic  thivWior  perf!»rm*4  nndar  hia  supef^Mttn^ 
but  that  hi*  eireurastancea  af*  not  suffleitnt))^ 
ample  to  undertake  the  expense,  and  be  ihereftn* 
rsapcetfUUy  prays  tbat  C«fl|:r*as  will  appropriate 
a  aom  of  money  to  insure  th*  early  printing  airt' 
pubHshiog  of  theae  deeuMeBta,aB  part  of  the  G«>>- 
vsmment  arehivea,  the  most  of  whidi  have  nevw 
appeared  in  print'in  any  language.  As  it  is  an 
intereating  memorial^  move  that  it  be  referred  t6 
the  Committee  on  Pubtte  Lands,  and  printed. 

Tb«  nMtioB  wf  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  German  inhabitiinta  of  the  city'  of 


Waehin^n,  District  of  Columbia,  praying  %  re- 
duction of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  whicn  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oiffice  and 


Post  Roads. 
REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COJklMITTKKS. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  iheCommiite*  on  P«iiaions> 
to  whom  wer(  referred  certain  deooraenta  in  sap-  . 
port  of  tlie  claim  of.tha  children  of  Laonaid  Proe- 
teur  to  a-  paneion  for  services  rendered  by  him 
during  the  war  of  the  Ravolation,  suBbitted  an 
adverse  report  tberaoni  which  was  ordered  to  ba 
printed. 

M  r.  MALLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affinirs,  reported  a  bill  to  improve  the  naval  ssr* 
vice;  which  Was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

J.  w.  kcllt's  contr^ot. 

Mr.  MORTON.  As  the  morning  business  ia 
through,  I  wish  to  throw  myself  on  the  indiil^' 
gence  of  the  Senate,  and  ask  them  to  take  up  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Kelly.  It  is  a-pri- 
vate  bill  which  has-  been  reported  fWim  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ia 
especially  under  my  charge.  I  expect  to  %av* 
the  city  irt  a  ftw  days,  to  be  absent  some  five  or* 
eta' Weeks,  and  I  am^  therefore,  anxious  to  have 
the  bill  considered  and  acted  upon  before  I  leave. 

Mr.  DA  W80N.    Did  yoa  write  the  report  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  drew  op  the  report,  and  I 
can-  give  all  dte  neeesstiry  information  in  regard 
toit.  t 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  taken 
up. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  waa'  < 
read  aaeeoitd  -thn*,  &id  coiMideTed  as  in  Com- 
nliliee  of  the  Whole. 

-  Tt  pt«iK>*M  to  direct  t^e  Postmaster  Oenend  to 
haye  the  aeeounU  of  John  W.  Kelly,  late  a  con- 
tractor on  route  3540,  from  Bainbriage,  Georgia', 
to  Appalachieok,  FloridK,  audited  and  setded  by 
the  pfoper  accounting  oflficers,  and  to  allow  him 
the  cdiHract  price  stipulated  to  be  paid  him,  ^,4fH>' 
per  annum,  m>m  September  I,  1853,  to  June  SO;' 
1855,  the  day  on  which  his  contract  would'  have 
expired,  deducting  therefrom  the  payments  here- 
tofore madaon  account  thereof;  and  the  sum  when 
so  ascertained  and  paid. shall  be  in  'fbtl  of  all 
claims  which  Kelly  may  have  for  damages  in  con-- 
sequenc^  df  the  annulment  of  hik  contract  on  the 
3l8t  of  Febn^y,  1853,  by  the  Post  Ofilce  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  re- 
port accompanying  the  bill,  which  sets  forth  the 
facts  and  meflts  of  the  ease.  I  presume,  how-' 
ever,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  read  that  re[)Ort  to 
the  Senate.  A  laconic  statement  of  the  points  of 
the  case  by  me,  1  presume,  will  be  amply  suffi- 
cient. 

In  185S,  the  I>sst  Office  Department  entered 
into  a  contract  with  J.  W.  Kelly  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  fW>m  Bainbridge,  in  Georgia, 
to  Appafatehicola,  in  Florida.  The  services  under 
that  contract  commenced  on  the  1st  of  September, 
18SS.  'On  the  8th  day  of  February  ensuing,  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  consequence  of  fklse  in- 
formation, as  he  acknowledged,  and  as  the  party 
giving  it  also  subseqaently  acknowledged,  oii- 
nulled'the  contract  of  Kelly. 

Complaint  was  lodged  agahist  the  contractor 
on  the  8th  of  February,  185S,  and  immediately 
the  contract  vn  annulled.  The  postmaster  at 
Appalaehieola,  upon  whose  statement  the  contract 
vMm-annuUed,  suoecquendy  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  imposed  upon  whilst  absent  from  his 
post,  and  had  given  falee  infbnnation  to  the  Post' 
Office  Department.  Bat  by  the  time  wljen  thir 
acknowledgment  was  received  at  the  Departinent, 
a  new  contract  was  advertised  for,  and  a  new  con- 
tractor placed  upon  the  line.  The  true  informa- 
tioa  rtearvcd-'  fefytM'  D<partiii*tH>  eaUdfH^ftiM'  thv> 
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fiMst  tkat  KMj  had  bilkfUly  pwibrmad  tke  »ur- 
▼ica  ap  lo  ttie  tmy  day  and  hour  io  which  hia 
cootnet  waa  annulled. 

I  may  hert  remark,  t)iat  the  Poat  Office  Depart- 
ment puraued  in  tbia  eaae  a  very  aiogular  eoai«e> 
and  one  not  uaual  on  auch  an  oceaaion,  in  annul- 
ling the  contract  of  Kelly  wit^iout  calline  on  him 
to  show  cause  why  the  act  should  not  be  done. 
On  the 30th of  January.the ppatmaaterat  Appala- 
ehicola,  being  then  confined  to  a  sick  bed  in 
Georgia,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Poatmaalcr  Oeneral, 
in  which  he  (aid: 

•■I  refrctioiiifl>nnyoatlMtCa|MaInK«lly,llieeontmetor 
ftar  Ihle  roate,  3S40,  lMi,UI(e  ell  bU  pwJeceeemi,  abtmloiiKl 
Itaeconttaet." 

Upon  thia  simple  information  received  from  the 
postmaster  of  Appalaehioola,  then  confined  lo  a 
aide  bed  in  Oeorgia,  aome  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred'  miles  distant  from  his  post,  the 
Postmaster  Qenenl  annulled  the  contract.  The 
letter  was  reeeiTcd  on  the  8th  of  Kebmary,  and 
on  the  very  same  day  the  contract  waa  annulled. 
When  the  poatmaster  of  Appalachicola  returned 
lo  hia  poai^  lie  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Department, 
under  date  of  March  94,  1853,  in  which  he  used 
this  language: 

,  "  Ai'  ihe  due  of  my  fint  letter,  (30th  Jsaoanr,)  I  wu 
eonaned  u>  ny  room  by  liekaeee  ia  BalnbiMfe,  wben  I 
WW  wailed  upoa  by  Tbnma*  J.  Eppe*,  Eiq.,  one  of  Ibe 
tttten*  or  Appalacbleole,  Uien  on  ma  way  to  Wanbinftoa, 
who  repreaemed  lo  me  the  Ihcia  aa  aet  forth  in  my  letter  to 
the  Depanment,  aaaurinf  me,  in  addiiinn  tbenlo,  that  no 
mail  bad  been  receiTcd  at  AppalacMcola  A>r  a  loof  period, 
and  itaai  Captain  Kelly  had  taken  command  of  Ihe  ateamer 
J.  Jenkina.  Belyinf  upon  Mr.  Eppea'a  Teradiy,  I  conald- 
ered  it  my  duly  lo  inforro  llie  Department,  ana  waa  much 


surpriaed,  on  my  lecorecy  and  retom  to  thia  place,  to  And 
IbatI  bad  bee*  iroasly  dreeired,  and  that  C!ar'~''  ""- 
actually  carried  the  mail 


actually  earned  Ihe  mail  refularly  up  to  the  Sla 
at  whim  time  ibe  boal,wbieli  bad  beeu  enfated  K 
refneo  to  petfbrm  Ihe  aenrice  loiifer,  and  I  ma 


Ibat  I  bad  bee*  (roasly  drceired,  and  that  Captain  Kelly 
ilarly  up  to  the  2lat  February, 
Id  temporarily, 
made  the  new 
Umpotary  contract  (br  a  iri- weekly  liail,  aa  aattaorlced  by 
Ibe  Depanment,  and  which,  1  am  pleaaed  to  aay,  baa  worked 
well  thus  (kr." 

The  postmaster  at  Bainbridge,  the  other  ter- 
nioua  of  the  route,  states,  in  a  letter  to  the  Depart- 
ment, that  Captain  Kelly,  the  contractor,  had 
faithfully  discharged  his  duty,  "  and  has  not,  in 
one  instance,  failed  lo  bava  the  mail  here  connect 
during  the  whole  time  he  baa  been  carrying  the 
mail  op  route  3540." 

Under  theae  circumstances,  sir,  the  memorial, 
accompanied  by  many  certificates,  ahowing  the 
lai^e  profit  which  the  memorialiat  would  hare  re- 
eaived  by  the  continuance  of  hia  contract,  and  the 
injury  which  he  sustained  by  its  abrogation,  waa 
referredio  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and 
Post  Rotula.  Hia  loases  are  estimated  at  some 
aix  or  seven  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  but  the 
ctmimitlee  have  thought  it  to  be  only  just  and 
proper  to  present  to  the  Senate  a  bill  giving  Mr. 
Kelly  the  full  amount  of  hia  contract  price  up  to 
the  time  at  which  it  would  have  terminated,  the 
firat  of  July,  1855,  deducting  the  payments  made 
to  him. 

The  -bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  Presidem,  1  was  notin 
my  seat  when  my  colleague  begtm  bis  remarks  in 
relation  lo  this  mauer,  and  I  do  not  know  whether, 
in  the  course  of  these  remarks,  anj*  blame  or  re- 
sponsibility baa  been  thrown  on  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  I  riae  aimply  to  say,  io  connec- 
tion with  thia  affair,  that  tne  contract  referred  to 
waa  annulled  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  my  col- 
league and  myself,  and  the  former  Representative 
for  Florida  in  the  other  House.  1  shall  vote  for 
the  bill,  of  course,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleaaure, 
and  1  am  very  glad  that  my  colleague  haa  brought 
it  forward;  but  I  think  it  proper  to  make  3ub 
atateroent.  MTe  made  jointly  and  severally  the 
most  earnest  appeala  to  ahe  Postmaster  General 
to  abolish  that  contract,  and  put  the  service  on 
another  footine,  and  in  aboUshing  the  contract, 
beveled  entirely  in  compliance  with  our  request. 
There  waa  a  complaint  that  the  service  waa  not 
being  performed ,  and  to  my  certain  knowledge  two 
delegations  came  on  here  to  protest  against  the 
continuance  of  that  aiate  of  things. 

I  have  risen  merely  to  relieve  the  Poatmaster 
General  from  any  imputation  of  baate  in  the 
mauer.  I  was  very  glad  myself  that  the  contract 
was  annulled.  The  mercbanta  at  Appalachicola 
were  no^baving  their  mail  service  done.  They 
had  in  port  tbippine  with  one  hundred  and  aixty 
balea  of  cotton,  ana  were  doing  an  immense  buai- 
ueaa,  but,  according  to  iha  raprssantatioDa  made 


to  ua,  they  aomalimss  had  no  mail  for  thirty  or 
forty  days. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Post  Office  Department  with 
rtgard  to  thiscontraiet;and  I  regret  even  theremarks 
which  have  been  made  by  my  colleague.  I  look 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Poat  Office  Department  in 
this  whole  transaction  aa  highly  culpable,  and  I 
think  my  colleague  is  mif  taken  in  one  fact  in  re- 
gard to  it.  I  am  not  disposed  now  to  go  into  an 
elaborate  diecusaion  of  the  course  purtued  by  the 
Department  with  regard  to  thia  contract,  but  I  wish 
to  correct  my  colleague  in  one  thinf;.  1  think,  on 
examination  of  the  papera  on  file  tn  the  Depart- 
ment, he  will  not  find  that  1  united  in  any  requeat 
to  the  Postmaster  General  lo  nullify  this  contract, 
or  set  it  aaide. 

The  mail  service  between  these  two  points  had 
been  irreguhir  and  inefficient.  The  inefficiency  of 
theservicewasthe  great  ihingofwbichthe  citizens 
of  Appalachicola  complained,  and  I  did  unite  in 
many  memorials  and  remonstrances  to  the  Depart- 
mentfor  amoreefficientscrvicethan  there  had  been 
on  that  route  previous  to  that  contract  which  waa 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Kelly,  whose  service  com- 
menced on  the  let  of  September,  1853.  1  do  not 
think,  however,  anything  will  be  found  under  my 
signature  un  the  files  of  that  Department,  asking 
the  Poatmaster  General  to  aet  aside  Kelly's  con- 
tract. 

Previoua  to  Mr.  Kelly's  entering  into  this  ser- 
vice there  was  a  contractor  by  the  name  of  Floyd, 
who  utterly  abandoned  theconlract.  Complaints 
were  placed  on  file  in  the  Post  Office  Department 
against  his  conduct,  but  the  Depanment  pursued 
a  very  different  course  towarda  Floyd,  who,  per- 
haps, never  actually  entered  into  the  service,  or, 
at  all  eventa,  did  not  perform  it  efficiently,  and 
shortly  afterwards  abandoned  it,  from  that  which 
-it  pursued  towards  Kelly.  When  those  com- 
plointa  were  lodged  against  Floyd ,  the  Department 
notified  him  of  the  allegations  againat  bim,  and 
called  upon  him  lo  reapond  to  the  ebargea.  Doe 
time  elapacd,  and  no  rcaponae  was  received  from 
him.  The  Post  Office  Department  then  nullified, 
or  set  aside  bis  contract.  After  that,  an  adver- 
tiaement  was  publishrd  for  the  same  service,  and 
thacontiactwaslettoMr.  Kelly.  Thesamecourae 
was  not  puraued  towards  Kelly,  however,  that  bad 
been  pursued  towarda  Flo^d.  Immediately  when 
complaint  waa  lodged  against  Mr.  Kelly  the  De- 
partment set  aside  his  contract,  and  since  that  time 
the  files  of  the  Depanment  ahow  that  the  informa- 
tion un  which  it  waa  annulled  ia  erroneous.  1  do 
not  think  that  if  my  colleague  examinee  with  care 
the  recorda  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  the 
papers  on  file,  be  will  find  there  any  communica- 
tion signed  by  me  advising  or  recommending  the 
nullification  of  the  contract  with  Kelly.  It  ia  true, 
when  complaints  were  lodged  against  him,  I  ap- 
pended certificates  testifying  to  the  respectability 
and  credibility  of  the  individuals  whose  names 
were  attached  to  them.  We  members  of  Congress 
stgn  a  great  many  papera  without  examination, 
but  1  am  sure  that  no  paper  will  be  found  in  t(|e 
Depanment  under  my  signature  recommending 
the  luinulment  of  the  Kelly  contract. 
.  Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  think  my 
remark  will  be  found  substantially  correct  in  every 
panicular.  I  do  not  say  that  any  record  will  be 
found  of  Ihe  interference  of  my  colleague  on  that 
subject,  but  what  I  said  waa,  that  he  himself 
l>ersonally  applied  to  the  Postmaster  Genenff  to 
rescind  this  contract.  If  I  am  in  error,  1  ahould 
like  to  know  it.  It  is  so  understood  by  myself, 
and  I  have  always  acted,  upon  thia  presumption. 
I  so  interfered,  and  so  did  Mr.  Cabell,  and  I  un- 
derstood that  my  colleague  alao  personally  so  in- 
terfered, and  made  the  request.  I  do  not  say  that 
he  signed  a  memorial,  or  a  paper,  but  that  he  was 
anxious,  with  us,  to  have  the  contract  given  to 
adme  other  party,  or  put  on  a  different  footing, 
which  couM  only  be  dona  by  rescinding  Ibis  con- 
tract. ' 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  may  have  uni(ed  in  urging 
and  recommending  an  efficient  aervice,  though 
and  on  this  ex  part*  statement,  for  it  is  nothing 
more,  1  might  have  said,  presuming  the  informa- 
tion lo  be  correct,  that  the  contract  ought  to  be  set 
aaide.  Yet,  I  think  the  Post  Office  Department 
puraued  a  very  stringent  course,  to  saj  the  leaat 
of  it,  towards  this  man  Kelly;  and  entirely  differ- 
ent from  Ihe  course  which  it  had  pursued  towards 


former  cootraeiora.  'Bat,  aa  I  before  remarked,  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  action 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  with  regard  to  thia 
contract  of  Kelly's,  although  I  think  it  is  fairly 
subject  to  criticism  and  reprehensible  remarics. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  wish  to  ascertain  from  the 
Senators  from  Florida  whether  my  understanding 
of  this  case  is  correct.  As  I  understand  it,  Kelly 
took  ihecontract,  but  was  removed  upon  the  state- 
ments of  the  postmaster  at  Appalachicola  that  the 
service  was  not  performed.  The  postmaster  of 
Appalachicola  waa  sick  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  miles  from  home,  when  he  gave 
the  letter  referred  to  to  a  gentleman  who  was 
coming  on  to  Washington  city.  That  letter  waa 
4>rougnt  to  Washington  and  presented  to  the  Post- 
maBtcrGeneml,and  upon  tbeinformation  contained 
in  it,  the  order  reacinding  Kelly's  contract  was 
made.  When  the  postmaster  at  Appalachicola 
got  hoMe,  he  found  that  he  had  been  made  an  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  waa  coming 
to  Waahington,  to  make  a  misrepresentation  of 
the  facta,  upon  which  misrepresentation  the  Post 
Office  Deportment  had  acted.  When  begot  back, 
he  wrote  to  the  Department,  saying  that  he  had 
been  made  an  onwilling  instrument  to  tell  a  fhlse- 
hood,  which  led  to  the  rescinding  of  the  contract, 
when,  in  point  of  fact,  there  had  not  been  a  aingle 
failure  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other, 
from  the  time  that  Kelly  took  the  contract.  The 
Department  then  said  to  Kelly,  we  have  let  thia 
contract  so  that  the  service  may  go  on,  and  we 
cannot  remove  the  man  who  has  now  got  it, 
although  we  are  sorry  that  you  have  been  re- 
moved on  false  representationa,  but  we  cannot 
settle  youf  claim,  it  must  be  referred  to  Congress. 
The  claim  ia  now,  however,  before  us,  and  it  seema 
there  is  nobody  to  blame,  except  the  man  who 
made  the  false  representation,  the  sick  poatmaster 
of  Appalachicola,  and  ha  is  to  blame  for  the  whole 
of  thia  difficulty,  because  he  allowed  himself  to 
be  used  by  a  malt  who  was  coming  on  here  to  have 
the  contract  rescinded.  The  object  waa  to  get  a 
contract  for  a  tri-weckly  mail,  when  Kelly'a  con- 
tract was  but  for  a  weekly  mail.  Kelly  was  re- 
moved unjustly,  for  he  never  &ilcd  lo  discharge 
his  duty. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  has  correctly 
stated  the  matter  precisely  as  it  is.  However,  the 
only  object  1  had  in  rising  at  firat  waa,  aa  some 
imputation  seemed  lo  be  cast  on  the  Postmaster 
General,  to  shield  him  from  anything  of  the  kind, 
and  to  aay  that  his  action,  whatever  it  wiu,  baa 
been,  aa  I  understand,  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
and  interference  of  the  delegation  from  Florida, 
who  were  as  much  mistaken  about  the  true  facta 
of  the  case  as  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  himself. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Precisely. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  wish  to  protract  Ibe 
discussion  on  this  bill.  The  statementof  the  8bn- 
ator  from  Georgia  is  substantially  correct.  ( 
omiued  before  to  say  to  the  Senate  thai  Ihe  order 
was  made  by  the  Poatmaater  Oenenl  with  respect 
to  the  payment  of  Kelly.  R  should  be  Borne  in 
mind  that  the  contract  was  anniilled  on  the  8lh 
of  February,  and  the  Postmaster  Oeneral,  when 
directing  the  payment  to  be  made  to  Kelly  for 
the  services  which  he  had  performed,  said: 

"  The  poatmaater  at  Appalachicola  having  reported  Iha 
abandonment  of  aervice  by  Mr.  Kelly,  on  falee  iaibrmatinn 
derived  from  othera,  and  there  being,  moreover,  a  neceesi- 
ty  Ihr  a  reaMlvenifement  of  the  mnie  to  pioenre  adeqaara 
mail  Ihellitiea  fi>r  Appaladiieols,  which  conld  nni  be  donr 
OB  Ibe  yro  rata  principle,  let  Mr.  Kelly,  late  cnntracior,  he 
paid  at  bii  coniract  rale,  from  October  I,  ISJj,  in  Feb- 
niaryi>l,I853,  aublect,  however,  to  flnea  and  dedactiona." 

This  gave  bim  pay  from  the  8th  of  February, 
on  which  day  the  contract  was  annulled,  until  the 
31st  of  February,  when  the  new  servicea  com- 
menced upon  that  route.  If  Mr.  Kelly  had  then 
been  conaidered  as  a  defaulting  contractor,  thia 
Alditional  pay  would  not  have  been  allowed,  but 
he  would,  10  common  parlance,  have  been  termed 
"black  balled"  by  the  Department.  He  ia  not 
ao,  and  consequently  he  in  now  at  liberty  to  make 
any  other  contract.  If  he  had  been  a  defaulting 
contractor,  he  would  not  have  been  paid  the 
amount  due  bim  even  up  to  the  8th  of  February, 
aUthe  lime  when  the  contract  was  set  aside,  but 
would  have  been  subject  to  damages  for  the  non- 

gerformance  of  the  contract.  Instead  of  this,  the 
Ostmaster  General  said,  substantially,  that  he 
was  hot  a  defkulter,  but  that  hia  contract  waa 
taken  from  him  on  falsa  information,  and,  there- 
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fore,  tlwt  he  ahoald  be  paid  not  only  up  (o  the  6th 
of  February,  when  hie  contract  wai  annulled,  but 
alio  up  to  the  Slet  of  February,  when  the  new 
eoolraotor  commenced  the  aervice. 

The  bill  wm  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

FORT  HURON  AMD  LAKE  MICHIGAN  RAIL- 
•   ROAD. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Ck>mmittee  on  Military 
Afiaira,  to  whom  waa  referred  tne  biU'eRuiting 
the  right  of  wliy  orer,  and  dep6t  grounda  upon, 
landa  Delonging  to  the  United  Statea  at  and  near 
Fort  Gratiot,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  to  the  Port 
Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company, 
batre  inatructed  me  to  report  it  bacic  with  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  aubatitute.^  If  there 
be  no  objection,  I  aak  for  ita  conaideration  at  thia 
time. 

The  bill  waa  accordingly  conaidered  aa  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  waa  to  atrtke 
ont  all  after  the  enacting  elauae,  and  inaert  the 
following: 

That  (be  PrMidant  of  Ibe  United  Siatn  be,  and  he  li 
herebi,  aacbnrized  In  f  rant  to  (be  Port  Huron  and  Lake 
Michifan  Railroad  Company  ihe  right  of  wajr  npon  land 
roKTved  Tor  military  purpoaea  at  Fort  Oratint,  in  tb«  Stale 
of  Midiigan ;  and  alto  Ibe  ri(ht  louke  and  nee  oUier  lands 
b«loiigln(  to  the  IJniled  Slam  at  the  aaioe  plaea  Tor  the 
neceatarydepMs:  PrteUti,  That  he  ahall  beofoijinian 
tint  Ihe  nid  (rantt|wUI  not  be  detrimenul  to  the  public 
IntereM,  and  that  the  company  pay  into  th«  Treaiury  nfthn 
United  Statea  the  appraised  valoe  ortlie  premifea  required 
for  the  depots  and  oilier  necessary  iMiildinfs,  to  be  determ^ 
tned  by  such  officer  or  oMeeni  M  Ui«  Engineer  Corps,  or 
each  other  person  or  persona  aa  the  Depanmenl  may  des 
ifiiate  for  that  parime :  Jlnil  frovUtd  fitrUer,  That  the 
location  and  width  of  Uie  road-way,  and  the  location  and 
boundaries  of  the  depSi  grounds,  and  also  the  conditionson 
which  they  are  to  be  posMssed  and  improved  shall  be  de  - 
temined  under  the  aiuboiity,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
President :  And  fmdteifiirilktr.  That  if  said  railroad  and 

depMs  shall  not  be  eompleled  widiin yean,  or  if  at 

any  lime  after  compleiioa  the  use  of  said  laiiroad  or  da- 
pms  pe  discontinued  or  Aandoned,  Ibe  said  franl  shall 
cease  and  determine. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  deaire  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  if  thia  right  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President  or  Secretary  of  War,  or  whether  it 
ia  imperative? 

Mr.  STUART.    It  ia  diacretionary. 
■     Mr.  SHIELDS.    Thia  baa  been  prepared  in 
concert  with  the  War  Department. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  auggeat 
that  there  ia  a  blank  in  the  amendment  which 
ahould  be  filled. 

Mr.  STUART.  Pill  it  with  "ten,"  ao  aa  to 
make  it  "  ten  yeara." 

The  PRBSIDEIirr.  If  there  be  no  objection 
diat  will  be  done. 

There  was  no  objection.  > 

Theamendmentof  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  waa  reported  to  the  Senate  aa  amended, 
(he  amendment  waa  concurred  in,  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  be  engroaaed  for  a  third  reading,  read 
a  third  time,  anilpaaaed. 

LIBUJ.  strain's  DARIEN  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  it  will  be  recollected,  Mr. 
Preaident,  that  an  expedition  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Strain,  and  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  Statea,  waa  aent  to  the  lathmua  of  Darien 
for  the  purpoae  of  aaeertaining,  in  conjunction 
with  a  similar  expedition  on  the  part  of  the  Qoil- 
emment  of  Great  Britain,  the  practicability  of  a 
canal  route  aeroaa  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.  A  de- 
tachment from  a  United  States  man-of-war  was 
aent  for  that  purpose,  and  penetrating  the  lathmua, 
loat  their  way.  It  waa  generally  believed,  for  a 
lone  period  of  time,  that  they  had  periahed  mia- 
erabiy  in  that  wilderneaa.  It  turned  out  at  laat, 
however,  that  they  were  aaved  by  a  boat'a  crew 
from  her  Britannic  Majeaty's  man-of-war  Vi- 
rago. In  order  to  enable  the  Senate  to  under- 
atand  the  purpoae  which  I  have  in  view  in  olTerii^ 
the  joint  reaolution  which  1  deaire  to  introduce,  1 
will  now  read  a  part  of  a  letter  written  by  Lieu- 
tenant Strain  to  Commander  Edward  Marahall, 
of  the  Virago,  acknowledging  the  aervieea  ren- 
dered. The  letter  ia  dated  "-United States  Darien 
Expedition,  (Cantonment  of  La  Palma,  Darien 
Harbor,  April  6,  1854."  After  a  full  account  of 
all  the  dangers  incurred,  and  the  aervieea  of  the 
boatamen  in  behalf  of  the  detachment,  Lieutenant 
Strain  closes  his  letter  thus:    - 

"  Owing  ID  the  supply  of  proviaiona  and  clothing  which 
we  have  received  ftom  the  Virago,  we  have  now  nothint 
to  deaire,  while  Ike  asaiduou*  siMalioaa  of  your  madieai 


oAceis  have  leaovad  ail,  aa  we  have  every  resaoo  to  hope 
and  believe,  beyond  Ibe  reach  of  danger." 

"  To  Ui4  energy  and  activity  of  the  commander  of  the 
rdief  patty,  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Forsyth,  we  owe  much,  as 
the  condition  of  some  members  of  our  expedilion  waa  so 
pracartoas,  that  even  a  few  lionrs  anerwarda,  we  sliould 
have  arrived  too  late.  To  him.  Dr.  William  Boss,  and  Pay- 
maater  W.  H.  Hills,  and  the  men  composing  thecrew  of  Ibe 
paddle  box  boat,  you  will  please  communicate  my  thaniia, 
and  those  of  my  party ;  and  I  am  well  aware  that  li  must 
be  a  source  of  intense  saiiafacUon'  to  them  to  know  that, 
bad  it  not  been  for  their  wall  directed  elToru,  thirteen  sulTer- 
ing  men  must  inevitably  have  ^rished  miserably,  notwith- 
standing every  elTort  wfiicb  1,  or  the  others  composing  the 
advanced  guard,  might  have  made  to  save  them.** 

It  will  be  seen,  then,  from  the  teatimony  of  our 
own  officer  that  thirteen  auffering  Americana  were  ^ 
saved  by  these  officers  and  crew  of  the  British ' 
ship.  In  order  to  make  some  acknowledgment  to 
them  for  this  act  of  humanity  and  generosity,  I 
beg  leave,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  introduce  a  "joint  resolution  manifesting  the 
aenae  of  Congreaa  lowarda  Commander  Edward 
Marahall,  commanding  her  Britannic  Majesty'a 
ahip  ^Virago,  and  the  ofRcera  .and  crew  who 
were  detached  by  his  order  for  the  relief  of  the 
surveying  fwrty  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant J.  G.  Si  rain,"  for  the  purpoae  of  having  it 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Unanimous  consent  waa  given  to  the  inlrodoo- 
tion  of  the  joint  resolution,  luid  it  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  joint  resolution  proposes  to  request  the 
President  of  the  United  Statea  to  procure  gold 
medals  with  suitable  devices,  one  to  be  presented 
to  Commander  Edward  Marshall,  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Viraco,  one  to  W.  C.  Forsyth, 
First  Lieutenant  of  the  Virago,  one  to  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Ross,  and  one  to  Paymaster  W.  H.  Hills, 
as  a  testimonial  of  national  gratitude  for  their 
generous  and  humane  conduct  in  extending  timely 
relief  to  the  aurveying  party  under  command  of 
Liiutenant  Strain.  It  alao  authorizea  the  Preai- 
dent to  cause  to  be  paid  U>  each  of  the  boat'a  crew 
who  were  engaged  in  the  reacue  of  the  aaid  aur- 
veying party,  the  aum  of  one  hundred  dollara 
each  aa  evidence  of  the  high  aenae  entertained  by 
the  Congress  of  the  Unit«i  States  of  their  ganer- 
oua  aaaiauuiee. 

AFRICANIZATION  OF  CUBA. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Before  the  apecial  order  la 
taken  up,  I  ask  the  Senate  to  consider  the  reaolu- 
tion whitih  I  submitted  jesterday,  and  which  was 
laid  over  on  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sdmbbs.]  I  desire  merely  to 
have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, without  diaenaaion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  reaolution  will  be  conaidered. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  nnderatood  from  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  yeaterday,  that  he  did  not  deaire 
-o  conaider  the  reaolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  That  is  preciaely  my  desire, 
not  to  have  it  debated  at  this  lime,  but  to  aend  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa. 

Mri  SUMNER.  TRe  resolution,  aa  I  under- 
stand it,  cannot  go  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  without  seeming  to  reeeire  a  sanction 
from  this  body, 

Mr.  MALLORV.  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  matter 
for  the  body  to  determine;  -  and  I  now  aak  the 
Senate  to  conaider  and  refer  it  to  the  committee. 
A  reaolution  waa  introduced  sometime  ago  by  the 
Senator  from  Louiaiana,  and  diacuaaed  aomewhat, 
andceferred  to  that  committee;  and  I  ahall  be  pre- 
pared to  diacuaa  the  Vhole  anbject  when  a  report 
ahall  be  made  by  that  committee. 

Mr.  CHASE.    Let  the  reaolution  be  read. 

The  PRESIDBirr.  The  queation  ia  on  refer- 
rine  it  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa.  It 
will  be  read. 

The  reaolution  ia  aa  followa: 

Raelvti,  That  the  recent  acta  and  deelarationf  of  Ihe 
Cuban  auliioriliea,  considered  in  connection  with  Spain's 
past  policy  with  reference  to  that  island,  are  cateniated  to 
excite  Ihe  JusLapprehensions  or  the  Government  of-  tile 
United  Suies,  ofa  settled  design  lo  throw  Cuba  ulliroately 
into  lbs  hands  of  its  negro  impulation,  and  to  revive  there, 
within  a  few  hoars'  sail  of  our  shores,  the  scenes  of  San 
Doroingo's  revolution,  a  result  which  Ihe  United  States 
will  deem  alike  inconsistent  with  their  progress,  their 
prosperity,  and  the  civiliaation  of  Ihe  age. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  think  there  need  be  no 
heaitation  in  referring  the  reaolution  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign-  Relatioaa.-  If  the  vote  on  the 
queation  of  ita  reference  would  bf  eonaidared  aa. 
aa  indoraement  of  the  propoaitiona  contained  in 


the  reaolution,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ma^ 
sachuaetta  would  be  justified  in  his  objection;  but 
I  think  he  is  miatakan  in  regard  to  that.  The 
mere  reference  of  the  resolution  to  the  committee 
expresaea  no  opinion  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  in  regard  to  the  propoailion  in  the  reeolu- 
tion.  k  is,  m  fact,  a  mere  reaolution  of  inquiry; 
and,  aa  auch,  it  aeems  to  me,  the  Senator  should 
make  no  objection  to  its  reference. 

Mr.  CHASE.  The  resolution  ssaeMs  certain 
kfacta.  I  do  not  aee  how  it  ia  poaaible  for  the 
Senate  eren  to  refer  a  reaolution  of  that  abatract 
character  without  appearing  at  leoat  to  give  a 
aanction  to  the  propositions  contained  in  it;  and, 
for  one,  I  am  not  willing  to  observe  silence  while 
a  resolution  of  that  sort  receives  the  action  of  the 
Senate. 

I  am  sure  the  Senator  from  Florida  will  not 
suspect  roe  of  any  deeire  to  throw  any  obstacle 
whatever  in  the  way  of  a  simple  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, if  he  proposed  to  address  snch  a  reaolutiott 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa.  There 
ia  no  Senator  upon  thik  floor  to  whoae  action  I 
should  be  more  tmwilling  to  take  any  exception, 
than  to  that  honorable  Senator;  but,  sir,  in  my 
judgment,  this  resolution  goee  something  farther 
than  a  mere  inquiry.  It  asserts  distinct  facts — 
facts  running  through  a  long  line  of  policy,  alleged 
to  have  been  pursuM  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish 
Government;  and  I  think,  before  it  is  referred,  it 
ought  to  receive  some  discussion  on  this  floor.  So 
far  as  I  have  anything  to  say  upon  it,  I  could 
proceed  as  well  at  this  time  as  at  any  other;  but  it 
seems  to  me,  in  view  of  the  business  before  the 
Senate,  it  would  be  better  to  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  it  until  to-morrow,  anil  then  take  it  up 
during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr._  MALLORY.  I  was  not  prepared  foiAch 
objections  as  these.  If  the  resolution  ^pea  set 
forth  facts,'they  are  facts  that  I  aasume,  and  that 
I  expect,  if  I  have  an  opportunity,  to  sustain,  and 
they  are  not  facts  set  forth  by  the  Senate,  or  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Senate  as  facts;  but  the  object  of 
referring  the  resolution  is  to  ascertain  whethta  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  will  eive  it  a  re- 
port or  not.  I  dn  not  come  here  at  this  hour  to 
ask  the  aanction  of  the  Senate  upon  the  reaolution. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  convincing  the  Senate  when 
the  proper  time  arrivea,  that  the  reaolution  asserts 
nothing  but  facta,  and,  sir,  I  feel  that  it  is  nothing 
hut  an  act  of  courtesy  to  myself— the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  having  permitted  the  former 
resolution,  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana, [Mr.  SuDBLL,]  to  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations — that  thia  reaolution  ahonid 
ako  go  to  that  committee,  it  being  on  the  aame 
aubjeet.  I  can  aee  no  object  to  be  attained  in  poat- 
ponuig  it  until  to-morrow;  becauae  I  want  to 
avoid  diseuaaion;  I  do  not  aeek  it  now;  I  am  not 
diapoaed  to  diacuaa  this  measure  by  halves;  bat  I' 
want  it  diseusaed  thoroughly,  when  the  Comnlit- 
tes  on  ForeKn  Relationa  nave  reported. 

Mr.  WELLBR  I  do  not  think  that  the  refer- 
ring of  thia  resolution  to  tne  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relstions  conTmits  the  Senate  to  an  indorsement 
of  its  propositions.  Suppose  that  a  conetituent  of 
my  friend  from  Florida  nude  the  same  statement 
by  way  of  aAiemorial  to  the  Senate.  Upon  the 
introduction  of  that  memorial,  it  would  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  then, 
when  the  subject  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  we 
could  enter  upon  a  general  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tions raised. 

And  certainly  the  Senate  ought  to  extend  the 
ssme  rule  to  one  of  its  own  members  as  to  one  - 
who  stands  outside,  and  approaches  us  by  way 
of  memorial  or  petition.  That  I  consider  ia  the 
whole  question.  The  Senator  fVom  Florida  con- 
aider*  those  facts  to  be  true,  and  asks  that  ths 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  may  be  author- 
ized to  investigate  the  subject.  When  their  report 
comes  here,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  entering  into  the  discussion. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  seems  to  me,  1  submit  to 
the  Senator  from  Florida,  that  thia  thing  may 
be  diapoaed  of  ver^  eaaily  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  that" following  "  resolved, "and inserting 
"  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether,"  and  then  let  the 
words  of  the  resolution  go  on  aa  they  now  atand. 
Nobody  will  be  committed  by  that.  * 

Sereial  ScKarons.  Move  to  amend  the  reso- 
Intion. 

Mr.' STUART.    I  wiU  move  that  amaadmeitt. 
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Mr.  MALLORT.   J  h««e  no  Objection  to  BO 
modifying  ihe  resolution. 
Hie  iMolution  tm  modifted  «M  kgreod  to. 

PRritTTING  OF  D0CUHG|(T8. 

Mr.  JdHN&ON.  I  aip  directed  bjr  the  Cam- 
mitteeon  Priniine  to  report  in  favor  of  printing 
tWo  th'ouMnd  additional  copiea  of  Captain  Lo- 
renzo Sitgreave's  report  on  the  expedition  down 
the  ZuSi  and  Colorado  rivere,  and  five  thousand 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  expedi^on  of  Captain 
l^arey  on  the  head  Waters  of  Red  river..  This 
report  is  made  after  a  careful  investigation;  pnd 
the  number  is  all  we  esteemed  necessary,  and  it  is 
deemed  that  the  public  servios  require  that  they 
■hauld  benrinted. 

Mr.  GwlK.  I  move  that  there  be  three  tbov- 
aand  of  eadi  printed.  They  cure  both  very  vaf- 
uable  docaments. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  toj  and  the  rcpprt 
as  amended  waa  concurred  in. 

.  SeNM'B  REPORTINS. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  am  anxioos  to  dispose  of  a 
Ktolotion  which  is  pending  before  the  Senate, 
providing  for  pobUshmg  the  debate*  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate.  I  will  call  it  op,  provided  it 
is  not  to  lead  to  debate.  If  it  shauld  lead  to  de- 
bate, I  shoald  certainly  be  unwiiling  to  do  so,  and 
thus  interfere  with  the  time  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi.  I  should  like  the  Honor- 
able Senator  to  signify  whether  it  wilt  interfere 
with  him. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  should  prefer  to  proceed 
now. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  will  call  it  up  immediately 
after  th«'  honorable  Senator  has  got  through. 
^     INDIGENt'iNSANB  Itfil,  VETO. 

Oi^he  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Seoate 
re8ume#the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  making  a 
grant  of  Jand  to  the  several^  Slates  of  >  the  Union, 
for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,  which 
had  been  returned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  with  his  objecilona. 

Mr.  BROWN  then  roe*  and  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  veto  message.  A  report  of  his  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  I  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  until  to-morrow,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution  which  I, 
offered  the  other  day  respecting  thepublieatian  of 
our  debates. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THB  DEBATKS  OF  TH>  DHfATS. 

The  Senate  proeeadcd  to  the  considaralton  of 
tl>»  resolution  submhted  by  Mr.  Baioirr,  on 
Thursday,  Ihe  11th  inatain; 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  modify  my  reaoltition  by 
striking  out  all  after  the'  word  "  Resotved,"  ans 
inserting^ 

TBatUie  decretsrr  of  dm  Benin  coatrtet  with  th^  pm- 
prieiora  of  the  tVuhlngtoo  aenlinel  fix-  the  dailjr  pnblles- 
IkHi  oflbe  procttMliiigi  snd  debafn  of  Ihe  8eral^  In  |h«t 
paper,  prnvlded  the  suna.  cf»  be  done  at  a  price  not  ex- 
ceeding 4N^pe' column. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  When  this  quesUon  was 
under  consideration  the  other  day,  a  great  deal 
jfte  said  in  reference  to  the  reportiiy  done  by  the 
Union,  and  the  fact  that  that  paper  waa  engaged 
to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  waa  urged 
V  an  argument  why  we  should  put  other  papers 
in  this  District  upon  the  same  fooling.  Since  the 
adjournment  on  that  day,  I  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  editor  of  the  Union,  which  I 
desire  to  have  read  to  the  Senate. 

The  Secretary  read  the  communication,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Umioh  Orrios,  May  13,  ISM. 

DeaS  Sia:  I  lee  fVom  the  debate  in  the  Senate  on  ye>- 
terday  thM  the  TOft|«et  or  puMishiag  the  proceedings  anif 
debate*  or  that  body  is  creating  aome  de^ee  of  embansM- 
meau  Mr  ottfect  la  addressing  yon  this  note  is  m  remove 
all  cause  ibr  embarimnient  asi  (hr  as  the  ITaian  is  coo- 
eemed.  By  reference  to  General  Armstrong's  leller  to  ihe 
Beeretary  of  the  Senate,  dated  Fabmary  11 ,  IBM,  you  will 
aee  Ibai  be  atked  (•  te  nUntd  rmm  bis  eqmement  to  pub- 
lish the  ealice  pmceediDgs  and  debates  of  the  Sesais,  sod 
that  Ihe  arrangemenl  abnaM  ceaae  frosi  that  date.  His 
letter  was  laid  before  llie  Senate,  but  the  only  action  taken 
was  to  refer  ir  In  the  Committee  on  Priming.  Noi  being 
disposed  lo  abandon  Ihe  arrangement  wiUioat  Uie  consent 
of  the  Senate.  General  Armstrong,  on  the  advica  of  tile 
eliairman  of  ine  committee,  aa  I  andentand,  felt  it  bis 
doty  to  go  on  under  the  arrangement  until  the  Senate 
shoald  take  furiber  action.  Upon  the  death  of  General 
Annslrong,  I  became  tin  proprietor,  and  infrrred  fryi  Oie 
ftct  that  bR  had  continued  to  execute  the  nrrangemml  op 
to  his  dmth^aud  «e«inj[^thal  thfl  Senate  lyd  ttk^a  lip  action, 
Wnlt  WVIM^  t^Uk'  m  IMF  tWUaib  tlMl  lliS  artifiigliWIeiit 


should  coatinne.  I  accordingly  addrened  a  nOte  lo  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  expre>>sing  my  willingness  to  go  on 
With  Ihe  former  arrangemesi.  I  have  coiiiinued  to  publla|) 
the  pr^tceedinga  and  debates  of  the  Senate  up  to  the  present 
time;  executing  the  arrangement  with  all  the  dispatch  thai 
was  practicable.  I  knew  ihat  the  arrangement  had  yielded 
no  pmlii  to  General  ATmairong,  and  I  anilcipafed  t|one  to 
myself;  but  as  f  anppoaed  the  senate  de»-med  it  important 
to  give  to  their  proceedinga  an  extensive  circulation,  i  was 
wimng  to  conthtiute  all  In  my  f>ower  to  that  end.  Aa  the 
ptrMicatlon  In  the  Union  of  the  entire  pn)cecdinga  and  de- 
baiea  of  the  Senate  la  a  inalur  of  no  pecuniary  interest  to 
me^  and  aa  I  see  from  the  denate  yeaterday  that  It  is  ppt 
regi^ded,  by  aome  of  the  Senaiora,  as  a  matter  ot  benetttto 
the  country,  (  reapectfnlly  request  you  to  relieve  the  Sea- 
ale  of  aiiy  embarraasmeal  growing  out  of  the  former  ar- 
riMigainent  with  Ihe  llnlon,  by  signifVing  my  readiness  w 
teiminale  the  arrangement  with  this  date.  I  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  I  ahall  continue  to  keep  a  reporter  in  the  Senate, 
and  will  endeavor  lo  do  as  foil  Justice  to  the  publication  of 
the  pioceedings  of  the  body  aa  tbeir  importance,  and  my 
ohUjntions  to  the  other  House  will  allow. 

with  aentimenta  of  high  regard,  1  am  very  respectfully, 
your'  obedient  aervant.  A.'  O.  P.  NICHOLSON. 

Hon.  BXHJXMIH  riTZPATglCX, 

Chttirman  CommUUe  on  Prinling,  fe< 
Mr.  PITZPA^RICK.  Now,  Mr.  Presiflent, 
we  have  got  precisely  to  the  point  at  which  1 
staled,  when  this  matter  was  under  consideration 
the  other  day,  I  hoped  we  should  get.  If  I  under- 
stand the  amendment  which  has  been  made  to  the 
resolution,  it  contemplates  simply  authorJEing  the 
Secreitiry  to  contract  with  the  Sentinel  alone.  It 
seems  to  me  snmewhat  strange,  when  two  papers 
like  the  Intelligencer  and  the  Union,  which  have 
beeA  so  lODg  establiahed  here,  could  not  maintain 
tbfmselvea  at  the  price  paid  by  the  Senate  for  this 
atfrvice,  that  the  Sentinel,  or  any  other  paper  estab- 
li*bed  so  recently,  should  be  anxiouBM  aeek  such 
a  position. 

I  am  in  favor  of  placing  the  proceedings  of  this 
body  in  such  a  shape  aa  will  preserve  them;  and 
I  think  that  can  be  done  in  the  way  which  I  inti- 
roiited,  when  I  formerljc  addressed  the  Senate  upon 
this  question.  The  paper  which  is  now  Ihe  sole  Re- 
porter for  this  body — the  Globe — if  I  am  correctly 
infbrmed,  circulates  very  extensively  throughout 
thK  Union,  and  exchanges,  perhaps,  with  aeven 
tenths  of  the  papers  throughout  the  country.  If 
that  be  the  fact,  all  the  iniormation  in  regard  to 
our  proceedings  which  is  necessary  for  the  en- 
lightenment of  the  country,  can  be  found  in  that 
paper.  It  certainly  cannot  be  (br  the  purpose  of 
ealighteoing  the  Senate,  that  it  ia  proposed  to  add 
an  additional  reporter.  Both  the  papers  to  which 
I  have  referred  were  engaged  in  thia  biisiacsa.  One 
of  them,  the.  Intelligencer,  long  since  declined  it; 
and  the  communication  which  has  Just  been  read 
ahowa  that  the  other  cannot  auatain  ilaelf  at  the 
price  paid,  and  avera  that  tliia  service  has  never 
bean  the  source  of  any  pecuniary  profit  to  the  pro- 
prietor in  the  transaction  of  his  business.  With 
thesa  f«fts  before  us,  and  with  the  heavy  printing 
items  which  form  a  portion  of  the  expenses  of  this 
body  and  of  the  other  House,  it  ssenis  to  me  that- 
it  ia  utterly  ugeless  to  add  a  third  paper  to  the  liat 
of  reporter*  here.  If  the  Senate  pay  any  attention 
to  the  vaat  expenditure  going  on  io  thia  body  and 
the  other  House,  the  cost  of  printing  is  a  matter 
worthy  of  the  conaiJeration  of  the  Senate.  I 
have  been  at  aome  paina  to  aacertain  the  amount 
of  money  paid  annually  by  thia  body  and  by  the 
House  of  Representative*  for  t|i«*e  purposes,  and 
I  will  endeavor  (without  attempting  to  ireapass 
too  long  on  the  atteotion'of  the  Senate,  for  I  have 
already  occupied  more  of  their  time  thain  I  desired 
to  do)  to  present  some  of  these  items.  I  will  take 
as  a  basis  the  reporting  (or  the  Globe  which  is 
put  down  by  a  gentleman  who  I  presume  thor- 
oughly understands  this  mstter,  and  who  base* 
it  on  statiatics  before  him,  aa  costing  about 
117,373.  That  is  the  actual  p|iee,  I  believe,  for 
the  Thirty-Second  Congress,  aaauming  the  Sen- 
ate's debates  to  be  equal  to  those  of  the  House. 
That  ia  l>aaed  upon  the  assumption  that  the  cost 
of  reporting  is  |4  74  per  column,  aa  stated  in  Mr. 
Rives's  letter.  Then  the  cost  of  the  mere  print- 
ing is  slated  in  the  calculation  which  I  have  before 
me  at  (10,769.  These  two  items  make  an  aggre- 
gate of  ^8,141,  as  the  cost  of  reporting  and 
printing  in  the  Globe  for  a  Congreaa,  and  that 
was  tlie  sum  paid.  The  gentleman  who  made 
this  statement  says  "the  above  slatement.i8  based 
on  the  number  of  columns  the  debatea  made  for 
the  Thirty-Second  Congress,  assuming  that  the 
Senate  is  equal  to  the  House." 

The  Senate  subscribes  for  seven  hundred  and 
forty-four  copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  and 
itppendixv  WQidr,  at  Din*  di>Uat*  per  Congreai, 


amounu  to  f6,691t.  That,  added  to  the  total  fat 
repnrtingand  pubiishittg  in  the  DailyGlobe,mak«s 
(3«,83T.  t  Mi  to  that  (Ib.OOO  fbr  other  ittma; 
and  this  would  milKe  a  total  of  M4,837  per  Con- 
gress, for  the  debates  df  the  Senate  in  thii  Globe. 
That  ia  quite  a  large  item.  I  exclode  fi«ih  thitf 
calculation  the  proteible  cost  of  paying  the  thra* 
papers,  which  it  was  at  one  tinr^e  proposed  to  em- 
ploy to  publish  the  proceedings.  I  find  that  the 
total  paid-by  the*Hou8eof  Riprtsentlitives  for  the 
Thirty-Serond  Congress,  for  these  purposes,  wad 
$103,807  84.  Of  this  suih  $3l,MS  waS  paid  for 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Daily 
Globe,  aiid  $71,812  84  for  the  Congressional  Globe  ' 
and  Appendix,  making  a  toial  of  $103,807  84. 
The  amount  actually  paid  for  books,  during  the 
Thirty-Secoqd  Congress,  was  $384,000.  I  exclude 
from  this  calculation  many  books  which  have  been 
paid  for  by  the  Senate,  and  by  the  other  House. 
The  work  of  Mr  Schoolcraft,  and  some  other 
works,  are  not  included  in  this  calculation.  Since 
the  Seri&lor  notified  me  that  he  Was  about  to  call 
up  this  resolution,  I  have  not  had  time  to  look  into 
all  the  statistics;  but  the  sum  annually  paid  by  this 
body  and  by  the  other  branch  of  Congreas,  for  the 
publication  of  books,  and  for  the  reporting  of  the 
two  Houses,  as  cxhiUled  in  tlie  Malemeot  I  have 
made,  amoanta  to  $639,644. 
.  Mr.  WELLER.  We  pay  more  than  $900,UOO 
a  year  in  the  Slate  of  California  alone  for  our 
public  printing. 

Mr.  FIT^PATRICK.  California  is  scarceljr 
a  fair  example  for  the  rest  of  the  Union  in  matters 
of  expenditure,  la  that  State  they  deal  in  mucb . 
larger  figure*,  and  on  a  much  larger  scale  thai)'  wa 
do  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Now,  without 
intending  to  be  troublesome,  or  to  obtrude  my' 
reiaarka  oo  thia  body,  and  without  th*  least  hope 
of  inflaencin;  any  gentlesgan  on  thia  fioor,  I  have 
ileemed  it  my  duty  to  submit  these  facta  to  ths 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  have  endeavored 
toabow  them  the  vast  amount  of  money  aonifally 
exp*nd*d,.and  to  show  thft  if  the  Sentinel  be 
placed  upon  tlie  list  of  reporter*  it  certainly  cannot 
maintain  itaelf.  The  reault  will  surely  be  that  we 
shall  be  called  upon,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  ta 
make  additional  compoisation.  That  paper  uraat 
incur  serious  loss  in  publishing  our  proceeding*. 
Why  the  Intelligencer  and.  Union,  with  their  vaat 
cirtiulation,  are  to  bf  excluded,  and  the  Sentioel 
alone  added  to  the  liat  of  reporters,  is  to  me  a 
mystery.  If  it  be  the  settled  determinBtion  of  the 
Senate  to  place  any  one  paper  in  tBi*  Diatnet 
on  the  fooiinp;  on  which  it  la  now  propoaed  tio 
place  the  Ssnunel,  1  hold  it  to  be  but  (air  that  all 
the  papers  here  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing.  But,  sir,  ss  I  remsrited  before,  I  am  not 
diaposed  to  obtrude  my  views,  which  may  per- 
haps be  peculiar  to  myaeli',  upon  theconaideration 
of  this  body;  and  if  it  ia  the  sense  of  the  Senate, 
that  they  will  add  the  Sentinel,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  other  papera  should  be  placed  upon  the 
same  fooling.  Whether  they  would  undertake 
to  perform  the  service  or  not  I  cannot  say.  We 
have  the  fact  before  us  that  one  paper,  which  had 
a  contract,  relinquiahed  that  contract,  and  lia*  not 
reported  the  proceeding*  of  the  Senate  during  the'. 
loM  two  or  three  year*,  and  the  other  liaa  given 
up  its  contract  within  the  laat  few  daya;  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  only  remaining  paper,  which 
doea  publiah  our  proceeding*,  ha*  atated,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  that  he  oaonot  live  at  the  price* 
now  paid  him.  I  Icane  the  question  for  the  Sea- 
ate  to  determine. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Wehavenowbat  oneipaaer 
which  reporta  or  prints  the  prticeediogB  of  this 
body,'  and  that  ia  the  Globe.  At  present,  we  have 
no  contract  whatever  aritfa  the  Union,  the  Intciii- 
gencer,  or  the  Sentinel.  The  propoaition  now 
before  ua  ia  an  entirely  new  one;  it  doea  not  refer 
t0  reporting  at  all,  but  proposes  te  pay  the  Senti- 
nel $4  50  a  column  for  printing  our  proceedings. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  Ibr  that  propoaitioa 
when  the  other  papera  are  not  eonaidered  in  refot^ 
enoe  to  the  matter,  and  when  I  know,  and  every' 
one  here  must  know;  that  if  this  werea  fiiir  aav' 
good  busineaa  for  them,  and  if  the  price  propoae^ 
would  afford  a  reaaonable  profit,  they  would  all 
be  demanding  the  work  at  that  price.  If  we  puf 
sue  this  course  of  providing  for  cdofa  paper  sepa- 
rately, we  have  to  eonaider  each  case  sertal<ai,aii4 
each  require*  aa  much  time  for  ite  dieeuaaioa  a* 
would  b*  required  to  diapose  of  the  wliole  qiiesdon' 
atones. 
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Nor  am  I  prepared  at  this  moment  to  Tote  for 
the  resolution,  even  if  it  included  the  three  princi- 
pal papers  of  this  cit^,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
It  then  becomes  a  serious  business,  and  1  do  not 
know  whether  14  50  per  column  is  a  proper 
amount  to  be  paid  or  not.  I  know  this,  howeter, 
that  I  have  never  been  -illiberal  in  making  proper 
allowances,  but  have  always  been  in  favor  of 
allowing  a  fair  compensation  for  service  done  for 
the  public.  I  know  very  well  there  are  gentle- 
men in  this  body  who  are  opposed  to  paying  any 
of  the  oity  papers  anything  for  printing  the  de- 
bates of  this  body  in  either  of  those  papers.  Then 
let  us  act  upon  this  matter  with  relerenee  to  the 
whole  subject,  and  let  ua  consider  now  whether  it 
is  most  appropriate  to  take  up  and  act  upon  this 
single  incliridual  ease,  or  to  hav^  the  whole  mftt- 
ter  considered  at  once  and  acted  upon  with  refer- 
ence to  all  tbfe  papers. 

'  Sir,  there  is  another  question,  a  separate  and 
distinct  matter  from  this,  which  oae^t  not  to  be 
forgotten.  The  Committee  on  Pnnting,  some 
timesince,  before  I  becameamember  of  it,  reported 
tipon  a  resolution  which  I,  as  an  individual  mem- 
.ber  of  the  Senate,  offered;  and  their  report  is  now 
lying  upon  the  table.  My  proposition  was,  in 
consequence  of  the  showings  which  had  been  pre- 
sented in  regard  to  the  expense  of  reporting  and 
printing  for  this  body  by  the  Qlobe,  to  put  the 
Globe' upon  a  permanent  and  sound  footing  where 
it  could  sustain  itself.  This  was  done  in  conse- 
quence of  the  protest  of  the  gentleman  conducting 
and  owning  that  establishment  that  he  was  hon- 
estly, constantly,  and  daily  losing  by  the  transac- 
tion of  that  business,  and  that,  too,  m  very  heavy 
amoonta. 

Thei4(k>rt  of  the  Committee  on  Printing — which 
was  ad  verse  to  the  resolution  offered  by  me — recog- 
nizes the  fact  that  the  Qlobe  cannot,  or  at  least  ought 
not,  to  go  on  in  this  way  without  additional  eom- 
pensation  being  paid  by  the  Senate.  They  base 
their  recommendation  for  some  increase  (though 
it  is  ||t  to  the  extent  1  proposed)  on  the  fact  that 
'  therflns  been  an  advance  of  twenty  per  cent,  in 
the  wages  of  hands  since  the  original  contract  was 
made,  an  advance  in  the  price  of  paper,  which  has 
been  raised  twenty  per  cent?,  and  an  advance  in 
the  price  of  almost  everything  necessary  in  such 
'  an  establishment.  They  base  it  also  on  the  fact 
that  the  celf  rity  with  which  the  work  is  now  done 
exceeds  anything  ever  before  known,  and  of  course 
leads  to  increasra  expenditures. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  recognized  the  fact 
that  the  Globe  is  not  now  upon  a  footing  which 
ia  just  and  right,  and  the^  therefore  reported  in 
Airor  of  taking  one  half  the  number  of  copies 
provided  for  by  my  resolution.  That  report  must 
come  up  here  and  be  the  subject  of  debate.  It 
relates  to  the  reporting  and  printing.  The  reso- 
lution now  before  us  relates  simply  to  the  printing 
of  the  debates.  The  one  ought  to  be  considered 
without  the  other;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
reporting  should  be  Crst  considered,  as  a  matter 
*  of  priority.  'I  think  further,  that  then,  as  a  sepa- 
rate matter,  the  propriety  of  printing  our  debates 
in  the  city  papers  ought  to  be  considered ,  and  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  all  the  papers  that  wish  to 
Eublish  them,  and  all  those  tnat  the  Senate  has 
itherto  employed  for  that  purpose. 

tXnder  these  circumstances,  and  in  this  view  of 
the  ease,  I  believe,  though  I  will  not  submit  the 
motion,  that  this  question  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  that  they  should 
investigate  the  rate  of  pay  that  should  be  allowed 
for  simple  printing  without  reporting;  and  thai 
the  Senate  snouki  tiien  take  oetion  to  authorize  a 
contract  to  be  made  with  the  leading  papers  of 
this  city— and  the  whole  of  them  or  none — as  the 
Senate  itself  may  direct!  I  believe  that  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  investigated. 

As  to  the  price,  I  do  not  know  but  that  f4  50 
per  column  is  just  and  right.  If  it  is,  I  am  cer- 
tainly willing  to  pay  it.  This  is  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  understood  and  properly  decided,  so 
that  hereafter  no  assaults  may  be  made  upon  our 
action  in  our  own  body,  on  the  ground  that  we 
have  given  too  much,  or  that  we  hare  not  given 
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enough.    There  has  been  no  investigation  of  that 

?|ueauon,  as  i  understand,  stall.  But  the  Senator 
rom  Indiana  relies  upon  this  as  a  proper  price, 
iuM>n  the  simple  declaration  of  two  or  three  indi- 
ViRuals  who  have  heretofore  been  printers  to  this 
body. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Does  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Arkansas  submit  a  motiao  to  refer  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  glad  the  Senator  does 
not.  This  is  a  very  simple  proposition',  and  one 
which  can  be  acted  upon  by  the  Senate  now  as 
well  and  intelligently  as  after  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee shall  have  been  made.  The  facts  of  this 
cane  are  very  plain. 

In  1848  the  Senate,  by  resolution,  directed  the 
Secretary  of  this  body  lo  contract  with  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Intelligencer  and  Union  newspapers 
for  the  publication  of  our  debates  and  proceedings, 
at  the  rate  f^l  5U  per  column.  The  Intelligencer, 
after  publishing  them  for  some  time,  declined  to 
continue  the  contract,  on  the  ground  that  it  could 
not  afford  to  report  and  publish  at  that  price. 
Subsequently  the  Union  declined  on  the  same 
ground,  leaving  the  Senate  without  the  aid  of  a 
daily  paper  in  the  city,  except  the  Globe. 

Under  this  state  nf  facts,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Sentinel  came  forward  and  offered  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  our  resolution  passed  in  1848,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  do  that  which  the  Inielligencer 
and  the  Union  had  refused  to  do.  Then  it  is  that 
the  Union  reconsiders  its  previous  withdrawal 
from  our  service,  and  the  new  proprietor  offers  to 
go  on  with  the  contract  of  his  predecessor.  The 
proposition  of  both  papers  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  by  that  committee 
reported  back  without  any  recommendation  on  the 
subject.  Still  the  Union  has  g<oneon  reporting 
and  publishing  as  before,  by  what  authority  I 
know  not,  nor  is  it  material  to  my  purpose  to  in- 
quire. I  am  OS  'willing  to  see  tliat  paper  continue 
in  our  service  as  I  am  anxious  to  employ  the  Sen- 
tinel, and,  therefore,  in  offering  my  resolution,  I 
so  worded  it  as  not  to  inierfers  in  any  way  with 
any  other  paper.  It  was  opposed ,  however,  vio- 
tently  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama, 
and  others,  at  the  timet  and  to-day,  when  we 
reach  its  oonsideratien,  we  are  met  with  another 
letter  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Union,  withdraw- 
ing a  aeeond  time,  evidently,  to  my  mind,  for  the 
purpose  of  weakening  the  application  of  the  Sen- 
tinel; for  we  are  met  now  with  the  argument,  that 
"  we  need  but  one  set  of  reporters,  and  that  the 
Globe  is  the  only  paper  that  should  be  paid  for 
publisbioc  our  proosedines." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  admit  that  one  set  of 
reporters  is  all  that  ws  nead,  and  i  have  so  modi- 
fiad  my  resolution  as  to  pay  but  one  set,  and 
they  to  continue  under  the  control  of  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Gtobe,  and  the  Sentinel  to  copy  our 
debates  and '  proceedings  ftom  that  paper,  and 
receive  therefor  $4  50  per  column  for  it.  Now, 
sir,  I  ask  what  objection  there  can  be  to  this  ? 

1  repeat  what  I  said  on  a  forroar  occasion,  that 
I  think  it  due  to  the  puUie  that  we  give  them  a 
full  report  of  all  that  we  say  and  do  here;  and 
this  can  in  no  way  be  so  welt  done  as  by  employ- 
ing the  papers  I  have  named.  The  Sentinel,  we 
know,  is  ready  to  do  our  work  at  a  fair  price.  I 
say  a  fair  price,  because,  after  an  interview  with 
Mr.  J.  C.  Rives,  known  to  you  all  as  an  honeA 
man,  and  folly  informed  in  snob  matters,  he  has 
assured  me  that  f4  50  cants  per  column  is  but  a 
just  coinpensation. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  that 
some  years  ago  the  Senate  considered  that  it  was 
necessary  to  nave  the  debates  of  this  body  pub- 
liahsd  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city.  They  there- 
fore authorized  the  Secretary  to  eontiaet  with  the 
Intelligencer  and  with  the  X/nion  for  that  purpose. 
The  object  of  \hat,  undoubtedly,  was  to  procure 
a  more  extensive  ciieulation  for  the  debates  of 
this  body.  Bbth  thosepapers  havs  refused  to  ex- 
ecute that  contract.  The  question  of  releasing 
the  Union  fi-om  the  obligations  of  the  contract, 
upon  the  lettnr  of  General  Armstrong,  was  re- 


ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  That  com- 
mittee took  no  action  upon  the  subject  except  to 
ask  to  be  discharged.  I  have  a  high  rega^a  for 
thal^  committee;  but  I  have  no  assurance  oiat,  if 
this  question  were  again  submitted  to  them,  tiiay 
would  not  make  a  similar  report  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  present  committee  is 
not  the  same  committee  to.which  the  subject  waa 
referred.  Two  out  of  the  three  who  weifs  then 
members  are  not  now  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  it  is  very  probabia 
that  it  is  a  much  more  efficient  committee  sines 
my  friend  from  Arkansas  waa  added  to  it.  But 
there  is,  I  believe,  the  same  chairman,  with  the 
same  sympathies,  and  the  same  prejudices,  per> 
haps. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  No,  sir;  there  is  a  dif- 
ferent chairman. 

>Mr.  WBLLER.  You  made  .a  contract  with 
those  two  papers,  and  they  say  they  cannot 
afford  to  publish  our  proceedings  at  the  price 
paid  to  them.  What  was  y6ur  object  in  making 
such  a  contract?  It  was  to  extend  the  circulation 
of  the  debates  of  the  Senate.  Then  here  is  the 
printer  of  iheSenate,  who  is  also  the  publisher  ofa 
newspaper  in  this  city,  who  now  proposes  to  give 
that  circulation  to  the  debates  which  you  origin- 
ally designed  to  obtain  by  entering  into  a  eon- 
tract  with  other  parties.  What  is  t}ie  objection 
to  that  ?  Can  there  be  any  other  objection  than 
that  which  may  be  ofa  political  character  ?  »Hera 
are  two  Democratic  newspapers  published  in  this 
city.  They  are  both,  so  fares  I  know,  sooml 
papers,  supporting  the  true'principleaof  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  conducted  with  much  ability. 
One  of  them  ia  unable  to  publish  the  debates  at 
the  contract  price;  the  otner  says  it  can  do  it. 
Why,  then,  not  give  it  a  trial?  U  the  editor  of  the 
Bewmel  says  hs  can  circulate  your  debates  at  ths 
rate  fixed  by  the  original  contract,  that  being  Uis 
object  you  had  in  view  in  making  the  eontraott 
why  not  allow  him  to  make  the  experiment? 
What  can  be  the  objection  ?  Surely  Jt  la  not  be- 
eause  the  Sentinel  was  selected  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  printing  of  the  Senate  against  the 
wishes  M8  majority  ofa  certain  political  party  here. 
It  is  well  known  that  I  and  you,  Mr.  Preaident, 
(Mr.  Badoee  occupying  the  chair,)  voted  for  the 
printer  who  was  elected,  although  weare  ordinarilv 
understood  to  be  theantipodea  of  each  other  in  pol- 
itics. By  a  strange  conjunction  of  circunutanoes 
ws  were  brought  together  on  that  occasion,  as  I 
am  glad  to  say  we  are  very  frequently,  especially 
on  appropriauons  to  California. 

The  object  of  the  Senate  is  to  get  iheir  debate* 
as  extensively  cirenlatad  as  possible.  The  ori- 
ginal agreement  with  the  newspapers  with  which  it 
was  made  haa  failed.  Another  editor  propnsea 
to  give  them  the  circulation  of  his  papir.  What 
possible  objection  can  there  be  to  that?  Why,  it 
la  said  he  cannot  afford  to  do  it:  He  ia,  perhaps, 
as  good  a  judge  of  that  as  my  friend  from  Arkan- 
sas. He  aays  he  can  do  it.  Then  let  us  make 
the  experiment.  I  am  not  aware  that  we  have 
rsleased  ths  editor  of  the  Union  from  the  obli- 
gations of  the  original  contract.  That  eontiaa 
bound  him  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this 
body  "  until  otherwise  ordered."  We  have  not 
otherwise  ordered  it.  He  is  not,  therefore,  re- 
leased; but  I  am  willing  to  release  him.  My 
object  is  to  have  the  debates  of  this  body  as  ex- 
tensively circulated  as  possible.  It  is  true,  the 
country  may  not  obtain  a  great  deid  of  advantage 
in  the  end  from  them,  for  a  great  many  silly  things 
may  be  said  upon  this  floor,  and  I  say  this  with 
all  proper  respect.  A  grriit  many  fdolish  things 
in  this  way  may  be  extensively  circulated;  but  the 
people  have  a  right  to  know  what  those  who  ar* 
called  the  wise  men  of  the  country  have  said  upon 
the  public  measures  which  come  before  them.  If 
enr  object  be  to  eoable  the  people  to  see  what  are 
the  proceedings  of  this  body,  the  larger  circulation 
you  give  to  tnoae  proceedings  theater.  In  a 
representative  GovemmeDt  like  ours,  everr oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  the  people  to  understand 
our  actions. 
I  am  not  deterred  by  the  extraordinary  expenses 
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•Uuded  to  by  my  friend  from  Alabama.  I  believe 
the  expenses  of  public  prinling  in  theSutte  whence 
I  come  have  amounted,  in  a  single  year,  to  some 
|300,000.  We  are  a  reading  community  there. 
Our  people  are  anxions  to  know  everythmg  that 
is  done  in  our  Slate  Legislature,  and  we  have  to 
incur  extraordinary  expenses  in  order  to  give  them 
that  information.  But  here,  sir,  is  a  simple  prop- 
osition that  the  editors  of  the  Sentinel  shall  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  of  this  body, and  receiTef4  50 
a  column  for  so  doin^.  I  do  nol  know  of  aiy 
person  who  objects  to  it  very  strenuously,  except 
my  worthy  friend  from  Arkansas,  who  seems  to 
have  started  oflf  on  the  wrong  track,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  further  he  j^oes,  the  further  he  will  be 
from  what  I  consider  right. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Senator  from  California 
is  mistaken.  I  did  not  object  to  this.  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  it  done.  I  am  in  a  somewhat  pe- 
culiar position  in  regard  to  it.  I  do  not  object  to 
this  proposition,  but  I  did  not  feel  disponed  to  let 
it  pass  without  discharging  a  duty  wnich  I  felt  I 
owed  10  the  Senate,  and  that  was  to  slate  the  cir- 
cumstances which  I  narrated, 

Mr  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  I  presume  it 
will  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  necrasity  for 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
this  body  is  for  one  of  two  purposes.  It  is  either 
for'the  information  of. the  body  itself,  or  for  the 
information  of  the  people  at  large;  or,  perhaps, 
for  the  information  of  both.  If  it  be  the  intention 
of  the  Senate  to  publish  its  debates  solely  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate  itself,  I  submit  that  the 
publication  in  the  Globe  is  all  that  is  required ;  but 
if  the  object  of  the  Senate  be  more  extendeil  than 
that;  if  we  desire,  by  the  employment  of  stenog- 
rapVra,  and  by  the  publication  of  our  debates  and 
proceedings,  that  information  of  them  shall  go  be- 
yond the  Senate  iuelf,  it  must  be  manifest  that 
yoo  should  enlarge,  in  some  way,  the  circulation 
of  the  Qlobe,  or  that  you  should  publish  the  de- 
bates and  proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  some  other 
paper  than  the  Olobe.  That  is  nota  political  paper; 
and  it  has,  therefore,  no  political  circulation.  For 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed— :as  the  mere 
instrument  for  securing  faithfulreports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  debates  of  this  body — I.look  upon  it 
as  perfect  as  a  paper  can  be. 

I  had  supposed  that  my  honorable  friend  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Stdakt]  wouhl  offer  some  amend- 
ment, proposing  to  increase  the  number  of  copies 
of  the  Olobe  fiimished  to  the  Senate,  so  that  we 
should  be  enabled  to  send  to  our  constituents, 
through  that  medium,  as  accurate  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  and  debates  here  as  can  be  produced 
by  anybody  who  may  be  employed.  He  has  not 
submitted  such  a  proposition,  and  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  now  designs  to  do  so;  but  if  he  does, 
I  shall  support  it  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
w|)en  it  is  submitted.  I  think  that  it  is  just  as 
important  to  us  that  the  information  which  is  em- 
bodied in  these  reports  should  go  to  the  country, 
as  that  we  ourselves  should  have  the  pleasute,  as 
it  may  or  may  not  be,  to  read  them  over  every 
morning  at  our  seals.  We,  who  are  here,  hear 
what  is  said.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  very  im- 
portant that  the  speeches  which  are  made  should 
be  taken  do«^  by  the  stenographers  employed  at 
thepublic«xpense,and  printed  every  morning  and 
laid  upon  our  tables,  merely  for  oar  own  accom- 
modation. I  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  some 
days  Bgo  to  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now 
occupies  the  chair,  [Mr.  Badger,]  and  I  had  as  full 
an  understaDding,  and  a  better  one,  of  his  views 
by  hearing  that  argument  than  I  could  have  by 
reading- it.  The  great  object,  the  iountion  in 
view  in  incurring  this  expense  for  the  publication 
of  our  proceedings,  is  that  what  is  published  may 
CO  to  the  people  for  their'informaUon.  I  do  be- 
lieve, therefore,  that  it  would  be  highly  important 
if,  without  any  exorbitant  expense,  we  could  have 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  published  in  all  the 
papers  of  the  country.  If  the  public  Treasury 
would  afford  it,  they  shouM  .be  published  in  all 
the  papers  of  the  country.  It  would  be  better  for 
ourselves,  and  I  hope  it  would  be  better  for  the 
country  that  they  should  have  a  full  knowledge 
of  what  is  done  here.  It  would  make  every  gen- 
tleman more  anxious  not  to  say  what  his  own 
reason  did  not  approve  of;  and  we  should  be  en- 
abled, I  think,  to  get  along  better  if  our  proceed- 
inss  were  publisbM  everywhere. 

The  proposition  of  my  friend  from  Indiana  is 
not  so  extensive  as-1  was  led  to  hope  it  would  be. 


I  thought  the  intention  was  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary uf  this  body  tA'engage  the  Intelligencer,  the 
Uiijon,  and  the  Sentinel  at  the  prices  indicated  in 
the  resolution  to  publish  the  proceedings  and  de- 
bales  of  this  body,  if  they  would  consent  to  pub- 
lish them  within  some  reiisonabie  time  after  they 
occur.  I  understood  that  my  friend  from  Michi- 
gan intended  also, to  embrace thelntelligencer and 
the  Union  in  the  programme  which  he  desired  to 
submit. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  offer,asanamcndiilint 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  the 
proposition  which  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland,  and  I  shall  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  for  a  few  minutes  while  I  express 
my  views  on  the  subject.  I  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  all  afterthe  word  "  Re- 
solved," and  inserting: 

That  the  Secreury  of  the  Senate  be,  and  be  1>  hereby, 
directed  to  eonlract  with  llie  proprietora  of  Uie  Wathinf  ■ 
ton  Sentinel,  the  Wsubliifion  t/nion,  sod  ihe  National  In- 
telligencer, for  publifbing  all  the  pntccvdings  and  dfbatei 
of  the  Senate,  or  with  luch  of  them  H*  •hall  desire  to  do 
•o:  Froridctf,  That  such  publication  ihall  be  d'mc  within 
such  time  a*  Ibe  said  Secretary  »hsll  deem  proper,  and  at 
the  rale  of  $*  90  per  column ;  and  that  be  contraci  wlib 
tbe  proprietor  of  the  Globe  for  five  ibuMand  additional 
copies  of  the  Connreuional  Globe  and  Appendix  for  the 
present  Congress. 

Mr.  WELLER.    There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  accept  that.  I  proposed  to 
offer  it  myself  yesterday  morning,  if  it  could  then 
have  been  agreed  upon. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Banoin.) 
The  original  proposition  will  be  so  modified. 

Mr..K)HNSON.  Thelatter  part  of  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  relates,  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix. 

Mr.  STUART.     Ves,  sir. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  that 
feature  in  regard  to  the  Congressional  Olobe  and 
Appendix  be  disconnected  from  this  matter.  It  is 
a  separate  and  distinct  feature,  having  relation  to 
tbe  reporting,  to  which  the  proposition  of  the 
Senatorjrom  Indiana  has  no  reference  whatever. 
If  that  is  to  be  introduced  into  this  question,  we 
might  as  well  adjourn,  because  I  am  satisfied  it 
will  lead  to  one  week's  debate.  If  that  part  of 
the  subject  be  introduced  now,  I  am  sure  you  will 
not  get  it  determined  very  soon. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  substitute  which  I  have 
offered,  it  will  be  seen,  covers  in  its  terms  the 
whole  subject  of  the  reporting  and  publishing  of 
the  proceedings  and  debates  ofthe  Senate.  Now , 
1  raspeetfully  submit  to  the  Senate  that  several 
assertions  have  been  made  here  which  are  not 
precisely  correct.  The  price  which  has  been  fixed, 
and  which  is  now  paid  for  reporting  and  publish- 
ing in  the  Olobe,  is  f7  50  per  column.  The  ex- 
perience which  ajl  the  papers  who  have  attempted 
to  perform  this  service  have  had  upon  the  sub- 
ject, agrees  in  concluding  that  |3  50,  which  was 
the  original  sum  intended  for  reporting,  is  a  price 
that  is  not  remuneralive. 

Sir,  I  apprehend  that  an  error  has  lieen  fallen 
into  in  connection  with  this  point.  The  Intelli- 
gencer and  Union,  publishing  as  they  do  political 
papers,  found  it  not  to  be  remunerative  to  report 
and  publish  the  debates  nf  the  Senate  at  f7  50  fmr 
column,  and  the  chief  difficulty  was  that  f3  50  was 
not  enough  for  reporting.  My  amendment  looks 
to  relieving  the  Olobe  from  that  difficulty.  As 
reporter  and  publisher  of  the  proceedings  and 
debates  of  the  Senate,  the  Olobe  is  continuously  a 
loser  1  believe  it  is  also  true  that  (4  is  a  remu- 
nerative price  for  publishing. 

Now,  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  a  few  facta  connected  with  this  subject,  for  I 
^rtainly  think,  with  all  respect  to  those  Senators 
who  have  suggested  that  this  is  a  Very  phiin  and 
simple  thing,  and  ought  to  be  disposed  of  in  a 
miiiute  or  two,  that  it  is  a  subject  which  involves 
very  serious  considerations  in  several  point*  of 
view. 

In  the  first  place,  it  will  be  seenl>y  aa  inspec- 
tion of  tbe  Daily  Olobe,  which  is  laid  on  our 
tables,  that  that  paper  is  not  only  filled  daily  with 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  but  almost  every 
day  18  obliged  to  publish  an  extnl  sheet.  Now,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  publisher  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ana  debates  of  the  Senate  will  content 
liimself  with  publishing  nothing  in  respect  to  the 
business  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  His 
object  is  to  publish  a  paper  to  the  country  which 
will  be  a  desirable  paper,  and  will  command 


patronage.  He  must,  therefore,  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  other  House;  and  if  he  does,  I 
ask,  what  room  will  he  have  for  eeneral  intelli- 
gence ?  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  proceeding 
under  these  reanlolions,  if  their  intention  be  car- 
ried out  by  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  and 
debates  as  they  progress  daily,  only  one  day  be- 
hind the  Globe  in  the  publicaiioiK  I  say  his  paper 
will  be  filled,  and  he  will,  as  often  as  one  half 
the  time,  be  compelled  to  have  an  additional  half 
sheet,  simply  to  give  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 
Then  how  is  he  to  publisn  the  general  intclligenes 
of  the  cooniry  i 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  To  what  papers  does  the 
Senator  allude? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  speak  of  the  SenUnel,  or  of 
any  other  paper  which  may  publish  under  the 
resolutiop.  Let  the  Senator  from  Indiana  under- 
stand me.  I  say  the  Senator's  inspection  of  the 
Daily  Globe,  which  is  laid  upon  our  tables,  will 
show  that  there  is  a  full  sheet  every  day,  and  an 
addilional  half  sheet,  perhspa  as  ofUn  as  every 
other  day,  of  the  proceedings  in  Congress  alone. 
The  resolution  looks  to  the  publication  of  theira 
proceedings  daily  in  other  papeia  being  only 
twenty-four  hours  behind  the  publication  in  the 
Qlobe.  I  repeat  to  the  Senator,  and  I  would  like 
to  have  him  understand  it,  what  room  will  there 
be  in  the  Sentinel,  or  the  Union,  or  the  Intelli- 
gencer, for  general,  political, and  other  intelligence, 
if  this  be  done?  None  at  all.  What  will  be  the 
consequence?  Why  you  will  have  your  contracts 
nullified  at  the  outset.  You  will  have  a  mere  pen- 
sioner upon  your  purse.  He  will  lake  the  rofiney, 
but  he  cannot  publish  the  proceedings  unless  he 
devotes  his  paper  exclusively  to  them. 

Mr.  WELLER.  May  be  not  publish  what 
he  chooses  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  That  suggestion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  California  goes  to  show  the  difficulty. 
The  very  object  which  is  intended  to  be  provided 
against  here  is  nol  to  permit  a  paper  to  take  out 
and  publish  what  he  chooses.  Tnat  i^fwhat  has 
been  done  heretofore.  The  Union  lakes  up  and 
publishes  the  speeches  which  suit  it,  the  .Sentinel 
such  as  suit  that,  and  the  Intelligencer  such  as 
suit  that  paper.  What  is  the  consequence?  Why, 
the  Senate  professes  to  sand  to  the  country  4ne 
debates  on  a  subject,  while  it  sends  out  ^^artial 
statement  through  each  of  these  papei^^This 
goes  to  show  yon  that  the  Senate  is  safe  ana  right, 
and  is  performing  its  whole  duty  to  the  country, 
when  it  confines  its  reporting  and  publishing  to 
the  Globe,  which  gives  the  whole  of  the  detMtss 
on  every  subject.  Then,  if  these  other  papers, 
political  in  their  character,  containing  general  in- 
telligence, suiting  the  tastes  and  juogment  of  the 
editors,  see  fit  to  select  ftom  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  or  of  the  ^ose,  or  of  both,  they  nave 
a  right  to  do  so;  but  it  gees  to  the  country  as 
their  side  of  the  question.  The  country  under- 
slandx  it  to  be  their  side  ofthe  question,  and  net 
to  be  the  current  proceedings  and  debalea  of  the 
Senate. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  am  opposed  to  tbe 
whole  proposition  further  than  remunerating  the 
Olobe.  I  am  for  remunerating  the  Olobe,  and 
remunerating  it  in  the  way  suggested,  by  taking 
additional  copies.  Why?  BMause  it  amounts 
to  the  same  thing  in  point  of  economy  as  paying 
additional  dolhra,  and  you  get  the  aaditional  in- 
formalion.  I  propose  to  increase  the  subscription 
to  the  Congressional  Olobe,  by  the  amount  of  five 
thousand  copies,  which  will  give  to  each  Senator 
eishty  copies,  leaving  forty  surplus.  By  having 
this  ikumber  distributed,  you  send  the  whole  in- 
telligence of  your  proceedings  to  the  country. 
The  reports  in  that  paper  are  what  they  purport 
to  be,  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  Senats. 
1  shall,  before  I  get  through,  propose  to  refer  tbe 
whole  question  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  subject  properly  bdbre 
the  Senate. 

i  will  now  be  a  little  more  specific  about  this 
matter,  and  I  feel  myself  bound  at  this  point  to 
ofler  an  apology  to  the  Senate  for  detaining  them 
at  all.  1  have  submitted,  thus  far,  my  general 
views,  and  new  I  wish  'to  be  a  little  specific  in 
regard  to  the  particular  proposition. 

1  understand  thecireuMtion  of  the  Sentinel  to  be 
about  nine  hundred  copies  daily.  Perhaps  I  am 
not  correct  in  this,  but  such  is  the  report.  The 
cost  of  publishing  the  correct  debates  and  pie- 
ceedings  of  the  Senate  for  a  Congress,  at  ft  -50 ' 
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a  column,  would  be  about  $16,000.  Then  the 
proposition  is  (o  pajr  816,000  for  a  circulation  of 
the  debates  among  nine  hundred  people.  I  think 
that  if  this  were  a  proposition  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  National  Era  upon  these  terms,  I 
could  very  soon  get  a  vote  from  the  Senate  that  it 
was  unconstitutional.  To  pay  |16,000  for  each 
Congress  for  a  circulation  or  nme  hundred  comejt 
.  pretty  near  to  what  has  been  denominated  to-day 
an  abuse  of  power.  I  do  not  deny  that  we  have 
the  power. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Does  the  Senator  assert,  in 
all  seriousness,  that,  if  the  proposition  were  to 
pay  the  National  Era  on  the  same  terms,  he  could 

?;et  a  vote  that  it  was  uneonstiiutional,  simply 
rom  the  name  and  character  of  the  paper  i 

Mr.  STUART.    I  said  I  thought  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  sir,  that  is  not  a  very 
high  estimate  of  this  body,  and  I  think  it  is  rather 
below  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  being  in- 
ter^pted;  1  believe  I  never  yet  rose  in  the  Senate 
but*  several  honorable  Senators  wished  to  inter- 
rupt me.  Now  I  will  furnish  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Arjcansas  nn  example  which  ought  to 
convince  him  on  this  point.  He  got  up  here. in 
the  Senate  the  other  day,  and  stated  that  he  had 
previously  been  an  unqualified  advocate  of  the 
Itomesiead  bill,  but  that  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  savored  sostroiigly  of  abolitionism 
that  lie  could  not  go  for  it  sny  longer.  I  there- 
fore took  it  for  granted  that  he  probably  would  be 
among  those  who  would  object  to  giving  this  pat- 
ronage, if  I  may  use  that  term,  to  the  National 
Era. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Let  the  Senator  state  my 

position  exactly  as  I  stated  it,  and  as  i(  is,  and  I 

am  willing  to  abide  by  it,  but  he  has  not  stated  it 

0        correctly,  and  therefore  I  will  claim  the  privilege 

of  stating  it  myself  in  brief  terms. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  will  certainly  grant  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  My  position  was  this:  At 
the  time  when  I  made  the  remarks  to  which  he 
has  referred,  it  was  supposed,  or,  at  least,  1  sup- 
posed, that  there  was  little  ornoprospectthat  the 
TeiTitories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas  could  be 
opened  up  to  the  whole  country.  Hence,  as  the 
homestead  bill  would  operate  as  a  mere  premium 
to  settlement,  and  as  southern  people  with  their 
propeHjr  could  not  go  there,  the  inevitable  effect 
of  the  bill  would  be  to  abolitionize  those  Territo- 
ries. Under  those  circumstances  I  would  not 
then  support  the  homestead  bill.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
very  strongly  against  abolitionism.  I  believe  it 
to  be  an  unholy  thing. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  presume  the  Senator  from 
'  Arkatlfcs  and  mjrself  do  not  differ  much  on  that 
flubject;  but  if  his  argument,  which  is  generally 
0  understood  to  be  improperly  applied  to  the  boroe- 
■tead  bill,  is  sound,  it  certainly  would  do  much  to 
abolitionize  the  country  if  we  were  to  adopt  the 
National  Era  as  a  medium  of  communication. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  beliav«  the  Senator  is  right 
in  that. 

Mr.  STUART.    The  circulation  of  the  Intelli- 

§eni)«r  is  understood  to  be  about  nineteen  hun- 
red  daily,  and  the  circulation  of  the  Union  about 
fifteen  hundred  daily,  and  p(  th«  Sentinel  about 
nine  hundred.  Such  ia  my  information.  I  do 
^  not  vouch  for  its  authenticity,  but  I  understand 
tha(  the  figures  which  1  have  staled  are  aboiit  cor- 
rect. Then,  if  we  should  provide  for  the  publi- 
cation in  all  these  papers,  we  should  pay,  as  I 
understand  it,  about  $47,000  every  Congress  for 
this  circulation  of  our  debates. 

Now,  sir,  take  the  two  facia  to  which  I  have 
referred — the  fact  that  the  publication  of  the  cur- 
rent debates  of  Congress  must  necessarily  ex- 
clude most  other  matter,  and  the  further  fact  that 
you  increase  the  expenses  from  the  Treasury 
•bout  |47,000  per  Congress  to  get  this  amount  of 
circulation  for  your  proceedings.  Is  it,  in  the 
'first  place,  prol»ble  that  the  papers  having  the 
largest  circulation,  and  the  surest  foundation, 
would  agree  to  the  proposition;  and  if  they  did, 
would  the  circulation  which  you  would  thereby 
get  for  your  proceedings  be'  commensurate  with 
the  expenditure  from  the  Tteasury?  In  other 
woids,  I  ask  in  all  seriousness,  is  not  the  course 
now  pursued  by  the  Senate  of  miying  for  the  re- 
porting and  publication  in  the  GHobe,  which  ex- 
changes with  a  very  large  portion  of  all  the  papen 
in  the  Union, as  much  as  the  Senate  is  called  upon 
to  do  in  •  fair  exercise  of  iu  withority  to  distribut* 


to  the  country  information  in  regard  to  its  pro- 
ceedings? 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  feel  myself  called  upon, 
as  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  the  great  party  to  which  I 
belong,  to  say  a  few  words,  although  with  the 
greatest  reluctance,  upon  the  political  effect  of  this 
movement.  Heretofore  I  have  refrained,  and  I 
had  hoped  that  I  might  ever  be  able  to  refrain, 
from  saying  one  word  which  could  even  bear  the 
nemblance  of  involving  myself,  in  the  least  degree, 
in  any  controversy,  either  real  or  supposed,  be- 
tween the  Sentinel  and  Union,  or  between  the 
Sentinel  or  anybody  else.  But,  sir,  it  has  been 
remarked  to-day  upon  another  question,  and  it  is 
known  to  the  country,  that  there  is  a  large  numer- 
ical majority  in  the  Senate  of  Democratic  political 
principles,  such  as  the  present  Administration  of 
the  country  is  the  exponent  of.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  an  article  in  the  Sentinel 
of  lO'day,in  which  it  treats  of  the  present  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  Slates  and  his  officers,  and  then 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Democratic  portion  of  this  body, 
and  to  ask  them  in  fairness,  whether  they  think 
they  are  called  upon,  in  a  party  point  of  view,  to 
take  additional  pains  to  appropriate  additional 
sums  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  to  aid  and  sus- 
tain this  paper? 

Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  be  understood.  I  have 
never  involved  myself  in  this  controversy,  and  1 
qever  will.  I  have  no  affection  for  one  paper,  or 
hostility  to  the  other — not  one  psrtici.e;  but  I  may 
be  permitted  to  say  that  I  have  an  affection,  a  deep 
and  abiding  affection ,  for  the  great  principles  of  ihe 
Democratic  party.  I  thought  that  the  movement 
which  was  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, in  respect  to  the  election  of  a  printer  for  this 
body,  was  ill  judged.  Further  than  that  1  have 
never  thought  nor  said.  Further  than  that  I  will 
not  say  now.  But,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Democratic  portion  of  this  body  to  some 
passages  in  this  article.    It  says: 

"It  ia  very  well  known  to  the  whole  country  that  ihe 
whole  weight  nDd  influence  oflbe  A<lnuoi>tniUnn  wta  given 
lo  the  Free-Soil  and  Solt-Sbell  allisnci;  In  New  York  lut 
fall,  and  ihst  Oovemnient  minions  undertook  to  oatracize 
ibfive  who  obiteeted  lo  anch  a  coune  of  policy,  and  whn 
piedicled  thai  Ihe  trallora  of  1848  had  no  claim  to  confi- 
dence or  reward,  and  would  be  Ireacherouaaikd  treaannable 
again,  whenever  sn  O|iponuniiy  olTrred  to  make  treachery 
and  treason  pmlHalrte.  Now,  it  tuma  out  that  on  the  llni 
taat  qaeeuon— the  Aral  to  which  Uie  Prestdent  and  the 
Democradc  party  are  tliomugbly  commitled— the  Van  Bu- 
ren  Free-Soiiem  and  Scyinnur  SoAShella,  flit  from  emolu- 
menta,  confident  f>oin  patronage,  and  [naolent  from  plunder, 
preaenlafaciiona  fmut  and  make  bold  war  npon  an  Ad- 
miniatfSUon  which  doea  not  aaem  to  be  able  to  diaengage 
iiaelf  from  iinproper  coioiuiunenia  and  impure  entangla- 
mentB."    •  •  *  •    .       •  • 

"  We  have  been  maligned  and  abnaed  by  tlie  low  aervania 
of  the  AdmlntatraHon.  \Vr  have  been  maligned  and  aboard 
by  Ihe  mlaerabib  corpa  M  confidential  cosireres  of  the  Ad- 
DiiDiattaiion." 

Pretty  strong  terms !    But  it  eontinues: 

*<  We  bare  been  alandered  and  traduoed  bylbeirnAeers. 

and  alandered  and  traduced  by  all  their  adjuncts :  ao  that 

our  moderation  is  the  moderaiion  which  we  feel  from  the 

Inaptratlon  of  honest  piirpnae.      From  the  b«!ginnlng  the 

threat  has  been  aent  abmad  that  the  Sentinel  would  be  an- 

I  Dihilaled.    We  can  tell  our  kind  friends,  who  wish  to  de- 

i  atroy  as,  that  they  may  urge  their  uuermnst  and  we  will 

not  be  hurt.    The  Sentinel  has  nn  fear  of  annihilation  at 

the  handa  of  bad  dramaUata,  no  roniter  how  glorious  they 

may  feel ;  nor  at  the  handa  of  bad  lawyers,  no  matter  how 

ignonuitorbowsupplethey  may  be.'*       •       •       • 

**  In  Congreaa  and  out  of  CniTgress,  the  whole  tribn  of 
Van  Buren  Fr«!e  Soilrrs,  with  their  Soft  Shell  attachment, 
are  factions,  revniuifnnary,  and  diaotganizlng.  The  yeas 
and  nays  In  the  House  of  Kepreaenlativea  and  the  wicked 
SMVemsDla  out  of  t!aiigreas  prove  l(.  Yet  Uie  Adminiatrs- 
lion,  although  it  baa  acquiesced  in  the  Nebraska  bill,  con- 
tinues to  lavii'h  Its  patronage  on  the  enptnies  of  that  bitl- 
The  Admtniatration  pleads  that  neither  Mr.  Cochrane,  nor 
Mr.  fowler,  nor  any  of  lu  innlliudlnoua  Free-Soil  and 
Soft'Shell  appointees,  have  taken  an  active  part  in  anti- 
Nebraska  meeUngs,  and  Ihat  puniKbmcnt  cannot  therefore 
reach  them  rightfully.  But  it  these  named  men  have  ap- 
parently kept  quiet,  they  have  not  been  actually  quiet;  for 
their  servants  and  wideralrappera  have  been  busy,  and 
miachievously  iaijoring,  in  aeason  and  out  of  aeason,  lo 
defeat  the  Nebraska  bill.  Yet  Genera)  Pierce  has  not 
lumed  his  (kce  away  from  Ibefaclioniata."    ^ 

This  is  a  pretty  serious  charge  against  the  Ad- 
ministration, which  isunderstood  before  the  coun- 
try to  have  enlisted  its  entire  strength  in  favor  of 
the  bill  referred  to.    Yet  this  editor  says: 

"  General  Pierce  has  not  lumed  hia  face  away  ftom  the 
flicUonii^a.  They  still  glory  in  hia  intimacy,  and  boast  of 
his  confidence.  If  their  vaunting  be  true,  then,  indeed, 
liaa  adaikdayfallenonus.    Butwe  forbear  to  say  more. " 

I  wish  now  to  call  theattection  of  the  Senate  to 
a  previous  portion  of  the  same  article,  in  which, 
■peaking  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  it  says: 
.  "  This  ssns  Bsaifuoia  F.  Ballsr  is  «is  of  lbs  BnllUo 


men  of  1848 :  and  he  is  the  oldest  and  moat  prominent 
leader,  now  resident  in  New  York,  of  Ihe  faetinn  wbicti 
wsa  (brmed  by  the  niaioa  of  the  forces  .of  the  Free-Soilera 
under  llie  command  of  Mr.  Van  Bureo,  and  the  Soft  Sheila, 
who  marked  time,  marched  and  halted,  turned  anil 
wheeled,  and  changed  front  lo  rear,  and  rear  to  front,  at 
the  bidding  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Stale,  and  who  have 
lieen  wielding,  since  the  4th  nf  March,  Geneial  Pierced 
patronage  to  puitiab  and  crosli  out  the  men  who  procured 
General  Picrce'a  nomination." 

There  is  in  that  article  a  direct,  unqualified, 
vituperative  attack  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  charges  the 
Administration  with  having  as  its  confidential 
confreres,  the  factious  opponents  of  tbeNebranka 
bill. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not 
mean  to  involve  myself  in  this  quarrel.  I  cannot 
be  ^isunderstood.  I  am  neithei*  for  tlie  Union 
nor  for  the  Sentinel;  nor  am  1  against  either;  but 
1  ask  Senators  here,  who  I  know  hold  the  interests 
of  the  great  Democratic  party  as  sacred  as  1  do, 
whether  it  ia  best  to  go  forward  now  unnecessurily 
with  this  expenditure  to  such  a  paper,  I  empha- 
size the  word  "  unnecessarily,"  because,  I  repeal, 
that  the  reports  in  the  Globe  are  all-sufficient  for 
the  interests  of  the  Senate  and  the  benefit  of  the 
country  as  a  whole,  leaving  all  the  other  papers 
the  right  and  the  opportunity  to  publish  from  it  as 
much  asthey  chooHe.  I  aak  whether  it  is  best  to 
go  forward  and  add  (16,000  or  $17,000  per  Con- 
gress out  of  the  Treasury  to  help  to  sustain  any 
paper.  Sentinel  or  Union,  or  anything  else,  which 
publishes  such  attacks  upon  the  Administration  as 
a  whole,  and  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
President  by  name? 

Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  detained  the  Senate 
thus  long,  especially  upon  one  branch  uf  remarks 
which  I  confess  are  very  unpleasant;  but  1  do 
think  it  is  time  for  those  who  have  the  power,  if 
they  have  it,  to  be  at  least  prudent  in  respect  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Democratic  party.  I  now 
move  to  refer  the  wbols  subject  to  die  Committes 
on  Printing. 

Mr.  BKIOHT.  When  I  accepted  the  propo- 
sition of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michlgkn,  I 
did  it  under  the  supposition  that  he  was  friendly 
to  the  measure.  I  itm  now  satisfied,  from  the 
tone  and  temper  of  his  speech,  that  he  is  opposed 
to  the  object  I  have  in  view,  and  I  therefore  with- 
draw the  acceptance,  and  ask  for  a  vote  on  the 
resolution  which  I  originally  introduced.  I  shall 
make  no  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator,  for 
the  reason  that  I  think  the  subject  he  has  seen 
proper  to  introduce  is  one,  the  discussion  of 
which  would  prove  unprofitable  in  many  respects 
at  this  time.  If,  upon  some  other  more  appro- 
priate occasion,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan shall  feel  himself  called  upon  to  enter  upon 
a  justification  of  the  course  of  this  Administra- 
tion, in  taking  to  its  embrace,  as  charged  in 
that  article,  a  set  of  men  in  this  country  Known 
as  Free-Soil  Democrats,  whose  chief  merit  and 
distinction  consists  in  having  deserted  their  party 
in  the  hour  of  its  greatest  trials,  both  at  the  bal- 
lot-box and  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  I  am  quite 
sure  he  cun  find  those  around  him  neither  afraid 
nor  unwilling  to  take  issue  with  him.  But  these 
are  topics  out  of  place  at  this  time,  and  that  I 
would  much  rather  not  refer  to  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  When  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  was  up  first,  he  intimated,  in  very 
direct  terms,  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Union' 
in  declining  the  contract  whs 'for  the  purpose  of 
affecting  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  reference  to 
the  Sentinel.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator  to  say 
that  I  have  brought  it  up  for  that  purpose  ? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  do  not  think  there  wasanjr- 
thing  in  the  reAarka  which  I  made  which  inti- 
mated that  I  inferred  thft  that  was  the  course  of 
the  Union.  I  did  not  couple  the  honorable  Senator 
with  my  remarks;  however,  I  will  state  new, 
though,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  object  of 
the  Union  in  withdrawing  was  to  defeat  the  propo- 
sition which  I  have  offered. 

Uf.  FITZPATRICK.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  I 
understand  him  to  say  that  I  wu  cognizant  of  th« 
fact? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  honorable 
Senator;  for  I  do  not  know  that  he  had  any 
knowledge  upon  the  sdbject. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  All  the  knowledge  I 
have  on  the  subject,  is  the  communication  from 
the  editor  of  the  Union.  I  am  theadvoeate  neither 
of  the  Union  nor  of  the  Sentinel.    My  objaet  ie  to 
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protect  the  Treasury,  and  to  get  the  reporting  for 
the  Senate  done  on  as  economical  terms  as  possi- 
ble. I  have  had  no  conversation  with  the  editor 
of  the  Union  on  the  subject,  except  a  mere  casual 
one  on  my  way  from  my  lodgings  to  the  Capitol. 
In  that  conversation  he  apprised  me  of  his  design 
to  make  a  communication  of  that  character  to  me. 
1  had  understood  before  that  the  Union  was  tired 
of  the  contract,  and  desired  to  be  released  from  it 
as  soon  as  it  could.  He  never  said  so  to  me,  but 
such  was  my  understanding  through  a  reliable 
source.  It  is  perhaps  very  well  for  gentlemen  to 
get  up  here  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the 
Sentinel,  and  say  that  the  Union  was  prompted  to 
such  a  course  by  such  an  influence;  not,  I  pre- 
sume, that  the  Union  has  done  or  said  anything  to 
induce  them  to  believe  that,  but  from  ihemerejact 
that  there  is  said  to  be  a  contest  between  the  two 
papers,  both  of  which  belong  to  the  Democratic 
party.  I  have  no  object  to  accomplish  by  my 
course  to  further  the  objects  of  the  Union,  or,  if  1 
could,  to  prostrate  or  m  the  least  injuriously  to 
affect  the  Sentinel.  My  relations  with  the  editors 
of  both  papers  are  of  the  best  character,  so  far  as 
I  know  or  believe.  As  »n  evidence  of  my  disin- 
terestedness upon  this  subject,  1  will  state  that  I 
propose  to  take  neither  of  them  as  reporters,  but 
to  take  a  paper  that  does  not  belong  to  any  party; 
and  I  really  think  it  unfair  and  improper,  when  it 
is  proved,  not  by  the  Union,  but  by  a  paper 
longer  established  than  the  Union,  that  it  cannot 
live  on  the  contract,  that  gentlemen  should  get  up 
here  and  impute  such  motives  to  the  gentleman 
who  conducts  the  Union.  I  liave  no  idea  that  he 
was  prontJ)ted  by  any  such  motives  as  those  at- 
tributed to  him  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Indiana. 

My  acquaintance,  sir,  with  the  editor  of  the  Union 
is  not  of  long  duration.  I  knew  but  little  of  him 
until  1  met  him  in  this  city  this  winter.  I  have 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  his  office  very 
often,  and  then  usually  on  business,  though  stand- 
ing in  such  relatious  that  I  might  often  have  done 
so,  for  the  reason  that  I  am  connected  with  the 
printing  of  this  body,  as  a  member  of  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.  I  have  no  hostile  feelings  to 
the  gentleman  who  conducts  the  Sentinel,  nor  have 
1  any  prepossessions  for  this  paper  or  that  paper. 
My  whole  course  has  been  prompted  solely  by  a 
desire  to  protect  the  Treasury,  and  put  the  re- 
porting of  the  Senate  upon  proper  terms — upon 
such  terms  as  would  enable  the  publisher  to  live. 

Mr.  BROWN.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
there  ought  to  be  any  difficulty  in  settling  this 
matter.  We  have  one  official  reporter,  and  1  think 
we  ought  to  have  but  one.  The  Globe  is  execu- 
ting the  reporting  for  the  Senate  admirably;  better, 
I  undertake  to  say,  than  it  was  ever  done  before 
for  anybody,  either  for  Congress,  or  for  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  or  for  any  other  legislalive  body. 
It  is  the  best  official  report  that  ever  was  published. 
I  am  for  continuing  it,  and  I  want  to  remunerate 
the  publisher  in  a  proper  way.  He  prefers  that 
we  shall  take  a  larger  number  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  and  he  puis  it  upon  the  precise  reason 
which  recommends  it  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
my  mind,  and  that  is,  that  by  taking  the  paper 
we  diffuse  the  intelligence  among  the  people.  It 
is  better  to  pay  the  money  for  the  paper,  and  to 
circulate  it,  than  it  is  to  pay  a  larger  sum  for  the 
simple  reporting,  and  not  for  the  circulation  of  the 
document.  I  have  no  idea  that  we  should  put 
our  light  under  a  bushel.  If  the  reports  are  worth 
making,  they  are  worth  circulating;  and  I  am, 
therefore,  for  accepting  some  such  proposition  as 
is  made  by  the  conductor  of  the  Globe,  to  take  a 
larger  number  of  his  paper — ^Yhatever  number 
shall  be  found  necessary  to  remunerate  him  for  his 
expense  and  trouble  in  making  the  reports.  I  un- 
derstand that  it  will  take  about  ninety  copies  to 
each  Senator  to  do  that,  and  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
for  that  number.  I  would  not  vote  him  a  larger 
sum  for  the  reporting,  nor  a  larger  sum  for  the 
printing,  because  that  would  be  simply  paying  the 
money  without  diffusing  the  intelligence  a'mong 
the  people.  Pay  him  for  that  what  you  do  now, 
ond  remunerate  him  by  taking  a  larger  number  of 
his  publication. 

Then,  as  to  these  other  papers,  I  do  not  consider 
it  is  a  matter  of  so  much  consequence  whether 
you  pay  a  few  dollars  less,  or  a  few  dollars  more. 
The  great  object  is  to  let  our  twenty-three  millions 
of  constituents  know  what  we  are  doing  here. 
Then  I  am  for  paying  to  the  Union,  to  the  Senti- 


nel, and  to  the  Intelligencer,  and,  if  gentlemen  will 
insist  upon  it,  though  I  should  not  be  much  in 
favor  of  that  proposition,  you  may  take  in  the 
Era,  to  copy  from  the  Globe,  but  not  to  report. 
I  would  pay  them  nothing  for  reporting.  They 
should  not  report  if  they  wished  to  do  it,  because 
that  subjects  you  to  the  necessity  of  correcting 
half  a  dozen  copies  every  morning,  or  else  contra- 
dictory accounts  go  before  the  country  of  what 
you  have  been  saying  the  day  before.  Let  there' 
be  one  report.  Then  require  the  other  papers  to 
copy  from  that,  and  give  credit  for  it,  saying  that 
it  is  copied,  "  by  authority,  from  the  Congressional 
Globe."  Make  your  contracts  and  say  we  will 
pay — I  do  not  know  how  much  would  be  fair — 
say  $7.  If  g,"  are  enough,  pay  that,  and  let  any 
one  or  two,  or  all  of  them,  come  in  and  contract  at 
that  price;  and  when  they  undertake  to  publish, 
make  them  publish  the  whole  proceedings,  and  do 
nil  within  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  after 
they  appear  in  the  Globe.  I  have  no  idea  of  paying 
a  man  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
ten,  or  fifteen,  or  twenty  days,  or  a  month  after 
they  have  transpired.  What  is  the  use  of  such 
publication .'  The  public  mind  has  been  engaged 
about  other  matters.  They  are  not  going  to  turn 
back  and  investigate  the  subject  which  has  been 
a  month  passed;  and  if  the  Union,  and  Intelligen- 
cer, aiul  Sentinel  are  willing  to  copy  from  the 
Globe,  for  a  certain  specified  sum,  I  am  ready  to 
pay  for  it,  provided  they  will  do  it  as  an  official 
act,  as  an  authorized  act,  simply  to  copy  from  the 
printed  report  in  the  Globe. 

1  think  that  settles  the  whole  controversy. 
What  matters  it  whether  we  pay  a  little  more  or 
a  little  less,  if  we  spread  the  intelligence  of  what 
we  are  doing  here  before  the  country,  through  the 
several  journals.'  I  should  either  like  to  see  my 
friend  from  Indiana  amend  his  proposition  in  that 
form,  or  if  it  be  sent  to  the  committee,  that  they 
shall  be  instructed  to  bring  us  in  a  proposition  of 
that  kind,  i  have  no  partiality  among  the  papers. 
God  knows  I  have  very  little  reason  to  be  in  a 
very  good  humor  with  either,  especially  with  the 
Union.  The  Sentinel  has  not  done  me  any  great 
favors,  but  still  It  has  been  civil  enough  and  polite 
enough.  Our  old  friends  of  the  Intelligencer  owe 
me  nothing,  and  I  owe  them  nothing.  Therefore, 
I  am  not  influenced  in  my  vote  on  this  subject  by 
considerations  of  private  friendship.  I  do  not 
suppose  any  other  Senator  is  so  influenced.  My 
object  in  voting  for  this  is,  that  what  we  are  doing 
here  should  go  out,  through  all  the  journals,  to 
the  people,  so  that  every  man  who  chooses  may 
know  precisely  what  we  are  doing;  and  when  he 
reads  the  paper  may  be  able  to  say,  "  I  am  read- 
ing an  official  report  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Senate;  it  is  not  guess  work;  I  am  not  reading  a 
garbled  account  of  a  gentleman's  speech  by  a  letter- 
writer;  I  am  not  reading  a  garbled  account,  or  a 
mere  synopsis  by  a  writer,  which  gives  not  what 
I  was  said,  but  the  impressions  made  on  his  mind; 
I  am  reading  precisely  what  the  Senator  said." 
I  Then  he  has  accurate  information.  He  can  make 
up  his  mind,  as  a  man  of  sense,  as  to  whether 
what  was  said  was  right  or  wrong;  and  I  am 
willing  that  he  shall  take  it  either  through  the 
J  Union,  through  the  Intelligencer,  or  through  the 
I  Sentinel,  just  according  to  the  several  predilections 
]  of  each  man.  I  am  not  for  patronizing  one  of 
;  them  over  the  other.  If  the  Union  does  not  think 
■  proper  to  take  the  contract,  let  it  not  take  it.  If 
the  lntelli|encer  thinks  proper  to  take  it,  let  it 
take  it.  If  the  Sentinel  cannot  publish  the  debates 
at  the  rales  we  propose,  leave  it  out.  Make  the 
proposition  the  same  lo  each  one  of  them.  It 
seems  to  me  this  will  settle  the  whole  difficulty 
■pon  an  intelligible  and  justifiable  principle. 

Mr.  WELLER.     If  the  Senate  is   ready   to 
vote  on  the  question  now,  I  have  nothing  to  say. 
Mr.  BROWW.    What  is  the  precise  motion.' 
I  have  been  out. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Undoubtedly,  after  the  Sen- 
ator has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  the  legitimate  presumption 
is  that  he  knew  what  the  question  was. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Undoubtedly.  I  only  under- 
stand what  is  the  general  subject  before  ua;  but 
what  the  precise  question  before  the  Senate  is,  I 
do  not  understand,  nor  is  it  necessary  that  I 
should  understand  that  to  address  myself  to  the 
Senate. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Walker.) 


The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi undoubtedly  spoke  lo  the  question.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  that;  I  am  only  astonished  that 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  after  he  wu 
through. 

Mr.  BROWN.    I  guessed  it. 

Mr.  WELLER.     The  usual  rule   ia    lo  ascer- 
tain what  the  question  is,  and  then  to  speak  upon 
it.     My  friend  from  Missi.isippi,  with  ni- 
instincts,  found  out  what  the  question  wi: 
he  ascertained  it  from  the  Chair,  and,  I  musiM.y, 
spoke  very  sensibly  upon  it.     [Laughter.) 

I  am  very  sorry  that  theSenaior  from  \]ic  li  'nn 
[Mr.  Stuart]  has  found  it  necessary  to  k 
remarks  which  he  has  made  to-day.      T 
effect  of  tho.se  remarks  would  be  to  tret  i 
pute  here  among  the  Democrats,  to  the  eti 

of  our  Whig  friends  upon  the  other  side 

doubt,  to  the  unprofitableness  of  the  Democraiie 
parly.     That  Senator  knew  very  well  lbs;  ijifre 
was  a  certain  portion  of  his  coltea^uea  hf 
Democratic  parly  who  were  opposed  to  il 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  ^miii 
in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  ilie  public 
oge.     There  are  many  of  us  of  the  old  li 
cannot  forgive  the  Free-Soil  faction  of  IiUp,  for 
treacherously  betraying   the    Democratic   party. 
We  have  believed  that  Ihe  lowest  seals  in  the 
Democratic  church  should  be  nssigned  to  them; 
and  that,  in  the  distribution  of  the  :>■-'  '"■  f~»..- 
the  good  and  true  men — the  honest  ; 
Democratic  party — who  stood  by  i; 
as  well  as  in  prosperity,  should  receive  i^  - 
patronage.     Now,  sir,  the  Senator  from  .M 
has  dragged  this  in,  and   although   he  di.t'  immii 
having  any  personal  feeling  whatever,  so  far  u 
the  Sentinel  and  Union  are  concerned,  proceeds 
to  read  the  Sentinel  out  of  the  Democratic  church. 
I  deny  his  authority  to  read  the  editors  of  thai 
paper  out  of  the  Democratic  party.      I  underiake 
to  say  that,  upon  all  questions  connected  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  with  the  principles  of  that 
party,  the  Sentinel  has  as  warmly  and  aszealoudy 
sustained  il,  in  all  respects,  as  the  Senator  from 
Michigan.    I  claim,  Mr.  Presideol,  to  be ■  Dem- 
ocrat. 

Mr.  STUART.  As  this  matter  has  somenfar- 
ence  to  me  personally,  I  bee  to  correct  tkH^n- 
tor.  I  certainly  did  not  make  any  effort  lb  ml 
the  Sentinel  out  of  the  Democratic  party.  1 
simply  read  from  the  Sentinel's  article  of  to-dsy 
its  attacks  upon  the  President  and  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  asked  whether  it  was  the  duly 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Senate  to  lakesd- 
ditional  pains,  and  appropriate  some  jllStTlOO  out 
of  the  Treasury,  to  sustain  the  paper  that  pursued 
that  course — whether  it  would  be  wise  to  do  so? 
I  never  undertook  to  say  whether  that  was  aparty 
paper  or  not. 

Mr.  WELLER.     1   regret  very  much  to  be 
compelled  "to  say  that  two  thirds  of  the  article 
which  the  Senator  has  read  meets  theap;'r 
of  my  judtrment,and  I  should  be  a  hyit" 
did    not  avow  it  here.     Now,  sir,  the   > 
which  the  Senator  has  read  from  the  Srr 
not  satisfy  me  that  il  is  an  anti-Democrat: 
nor  do  I  regard  the  head  of  the  Adminisi; 
Ihe    Democratic  party.     We  have   cerui 
principles  which  we  have  heretofore  rigidly  ami 
faithfully  maintained,  and  I  am  not  di-ipoaed  lo 
sustain  the  Administration  except  so  fares  that 
Administration   may  stand  by  those   principlet; 
and  when  it  sees  proper  to  confer  its  favors  !ii  ti> 
the  Free-Soilers  of  1848,  you  cannot  e.x; 
that  will  receive  the  sanction  of  my  judg: 
the  principles  of  the  Administration  1  ■ 
concur;  but  its  policy  in   this  particalar 
never  approved.     This  opinion   I   am  no 
crite  enough  to  conceal. 

Now,  what  was  the  object  of  the  intrr 
of  this.'     The  Senator  knew  very  well  0. 
were  certain  Senators  here,  as  they  had  e. 
Executive  se3.<iion,  who  were  opposed  to  ihis  r">- 
icy.     He  desired  to  provoke   a  discussion,  sJid, 
probably,  put  himself^  in  the  position  of  tb»  sne- 
cial  advocate  of  thC  Administration;  and  :■ 
who  do  not  choose  to  come  up  and  prosi 
Sentinel  upon  his  dixit  were  henceforth  ! 
earded  as  enemies  of  the  powers  that  be. 
ne  suppose  we  had  not  the  moral  courage  i-.  ....  - 
our  hone.st  opihions?    Mr.  President,  no  man  hea 
more  confidence  in  th»  honesty  and  iste^ty  ef 
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he  present  Chief  Msgintrnte  than  I  have.     There 
i3  no  one  who  will  go  further  in  suRlaining  him, 
~  loRt;  att  he  stands  (where  he  has  thus  far  faith- 
aiood)  by  Democratic  principles,  than  I  will; 
there  will  be  none   who  will   denounce  him 
with  more  violence  when  he  departs  from  them.  I 
jm  the  tiave  of  no  man.     Whilst  I  sustain  the 
mi  and  just  principles  upon  which  the  present 
tecutive    has  administered    the  Government,  I 
lim  the  riffhtas  a  Democratic  Senator,  to  disap' 
iro»e  the  policy  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  the 
l^ral  patronage.     When  I  dure   not  do  this,  I 
;fi  my  seat  and  go  home. 
It,  sir,  I  do  not  desire  now  to  go  into  a  dis- 
of  this   question.     The  time  may  come 
the  discharge  of  my  duties  here  as  an 
fent  Senator,  I  may  be  called   upon  to 
■peak,  an<1  I  shall  speak  then  aa  I  have  spoken  in 
tnaes  p;iat,  without  restraint,  without  fear,  fav^r, 
affection.      It  i«  very  strange  that  a  simple 
tpoeition   to   put  the  Sentinel  upon   the  same 
cently  occupied  and  abandoned  by  the 
Intelligencer  and  Union  should  have  pro- 
remarks  from  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
They   were  wholly   unnecessary.     They 
calculated,  if  they  produced  any  effect  what- 
-,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  in  the  party  to 
:h  he  and  I  belong;  and  lead  to  unprofitable 
I  will  not  now  stop  to  inquire  which  of 
us  'a  the  best  exponent  of  Democratic  principles. 
J_know  that  I  am  a  Democrat,  and  have  been  so 
my  life.     I  have  shown  it  by  my  acts  and  by 
ly  votes;  and  if  the  Senator  has  as  clean  a  record 
id  I  say  nothing  about   that — as   I    have,  we 
ill  both  [>«««  current  in  the  country  as   Demo- 
ns.    If  I  were  compelled  to  express  an  opinion 
IB  the  subject,  I  should  claim  that  upon  some 
[the  great  questions  of  the  country  I  am  sounder 
n  he  is.     That  is  my  private  opinion;  but  I  do 
wish  to  express  it  publicly.     [Laughter.] 
If.  STUAllT.     Mr.  President,  I  have  no  dis- 
lition   In   enier  into  any  personal  controversy 
the  Senator  from  California,  and  I  think  I 
ly  *a.y,  further,  that  it  does  not  lie  in  his  power 
prorojte  me  to  such  a  controversy.     If  he  is 
iefie<i  wiih  sounding  to  the  country,  as  he  has 
me  within  the  last  five  minutes,  his  own  fame 
a  Democrat,  I  have  not  the  slightest  disposition 
to  tarnish  it.     I  shall  leave  the  country  to  find  out 
•      ibatraVng  I  have  been  a  Democrat,  acting  on  the 
■■MH^Hil  maxim,  a  tolerably  sound  one,  that  it  is 
^^^^^Ppe  for  me  at  least  to  trumpet  my  own  fame. 
^^^^^Kr,  sir,  I  have  provoked   no  discussion   re- 
specting  the   democracy   of  the    Sentinel,  none 
respecting  the  democracy  of  the  Union,  none  re- 
specting the  democracy  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  simply, 
sir,  met  this  proposition,  which  is,  on  this  day,  to 
appropriate  about  J17,000out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  publishing  the  debates  and 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  the  Washington  Sen- 
tinel.   I  read  from  the  editorial  article  in  that  paper 
of  to-day  attacks  upon  the  Secretary  of  Stale  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  by  name,  and 
upon   the  Administration  in    the  aggref;ate,  and 
then  I  asked  what  would  the   country  say  if  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  having  a  large  Demo- 
ic  majority,  on  the  very  same  day  that  that 
le  appeared,  thus  attacking  the  Administra- 
10,  ivhich  is  the  representative  now  of  the  great 
rmocratic  principles  of  the  country,  selected  the 
sr,  and  put  §17,000  into  its  pockets?    I  thought 
inference  would  be  unfavorable  to  the  Demo- 
ic  pari y  at  large  throughout  the  country.     I 
ink  80  now.     1  'thought  that  any  unnecessary 
brt  to  sustain  any  paper  that  does  thai,  no  mat- 
•  what  it  is,  be  it  Union,  or  Sentinel,  or  any- 
else,  was   ba«l  policy   for  the  Democratic 
J.     In  this  I  do  not  think  I  have  legitimately 
placed  myself  under  any  attempted  denunciation 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  California.     Nolat 
all.     I  said  distinctly  that  I  had  no  personal  feel- 
ing, no  politirjtl  feeling;  it  was  a  mere  question  of 
discretion.     So   far  as  relates  to  the  editor  of  the 
Union,  1  have  not  the  honor  of  knowing  him;  and 
so  far  as  relates  to  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Senti- 
nel, I   know  him  but  partially,  and  am   on  the 
moat  friendly  terms  with  him. 

I  shall  certainly  not  consent  to  drinin  the  Sen- 
ate longer,  because  it  is  nut  necessary  to  excul- 
te  myself  from  what  I  have  never  done,  and  no 
enion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Califor- 
can  give  any  construction  to  my  remarks  other 
a  wluit  the  remarks  themselves  indicate. 


If 


Mr.  WELLER.  Will  the  Secretary  be  gpod 
enough  to  read  the  omendment  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  to  the  original  proposition  ? 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows;  Strike  out  all 
after  the  word  "  Resolved,"  and  insert: 

That  Ihp  Sifcrpiary  nf  thi!  Senate  be,  and  he  i*  herehy, 
directed  lo  c'lntracl  with  the  proprielorH  of  (lie  Wafliing- 
lon  Sentinel,  Washington  Uiiiini,  and  Ihe  Nnlional  Intel 
lipencer,  lor  publinhing  all  Ihe  pioceedings  and  debates  of 
Ihe  Senate 

Mr.  WELLER.  That  will  do,  Mr.  Secretary. 
If!  understand  it,  that  proposition  was  submitted 
this  morning  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan  as 
an  amendment  to  the  original  resolution  submitted 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  The  Senator  then 
comes  in  and  reads  an  article  from  the  Sentinel, 
from  which  he  endeavors  to  demonstrate  to  the 
Democratic  party  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
impolitic  to  bestow  any  patronoge  on  that  paper. 
Now,  sir,  I  submit  the  question  to  the  Senate, 
whether,  after  that  Senator  has  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  the  employment  of  that  paper  as 
one  of  ihe  printers  of  our  proceedings,  it  was 
proper  for  him  to  read  from  its  editorials  to  show 
that  the  editor  was  outside  of  a  "  healthy  organ- 
ization?" The  Senator  from  Michigan  has  put 
himself  in  that  position.  He  tells  the  Senate  i  hat 
his  only  object  in  reading  the  article  was  to  show 
that  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Senate  ou»ht  to 
hesitate  before  they  give  $17,000 — (1  think  it  was 
JI6,000afew  minutes  ago;  he  has  risen  a  thou- 
sand)— to  a  paper  that  was  denouncing  the  Ad- 
ministration, or,  at  least,  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Then  what  does  he  do?  Why, 
he  IS  the  very  Senator  who  submits  the  moli'on  to 
give  employment  to  that  paper  which  is  thus  out- 
side of  the  Democratic  party  !  Now,  sir,  it  is 
very  seldom  that  a  Senator  feels  compelled  to  vote 
against  a  proposition  which  he  has  introduced 
himself!  I  have  frequently  known  Senators  to 
make  speeches  one  way,  and  then  vote  the  other 
way;  but  it  is  very  rarely  that  a  Senator  intro- 
duces a  proposition,  makes  a  speech,  and  then 
moves  lo  get  rid  of  the  question,  by  referring  it  lo 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  Yet  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  has  seen  proper  to  place  himself  in  that 
position!  He  introduces  a  proposition  lo  employ 
the  Sentinel  to  publish  the  debates,  and  then 
labors  hard  to  prove  that  it  is  unworthy  of  our 
support. 

In  speaking  of  my  Democracy  t  did  not  desire 
to  trumpet  my  fame  lo  the  country.  I  am,  per- 
haps, as  well  known  to  the  country  as  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan.  I  desire  no  tliscussion  with 
him;  I  will  say  nothing  to  provoke  him,  for  noth- 
ing but  the  most  kindly  relations  have  subsisted 
between  us  hitherto.  He  says  that  he  would  hot 
do  anything  to  provoke  a  debate  with  me.  I  am 
sure  he  meant  nothing  personal  by  that.  It  was 
only  because  he  did  not  desire  that  members  of 
the  same  Democratic  family  should  be  brought 
in  collision  here.  So  understanding  it  I  pass  it  by. 
I  Mr.  STUART.  I  meant  lo  say  this.  1  regard 
the  Senator  from  California  as  my  political  and 
personal  friend;  and  I  meant  to  say  that  I  would 
not  do  anything  to  provoke  any  personal  discus- 
'  sion.     That  is  what  I  meant. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  supposed  it  was  of  a  politi- 
]  cal  character 

Mr.  STUART.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  WELLER.     As  it  was  very  inexpedient, 
1  of  course,  lo  get  up  a  discussion  among  us  Dem- 
ocrats, especially  when  the  enemy  is  in  the  field. 
There  are  enough  of  the  Whig  party  to    fight 
against,  without  warring  against  each  other.   The 
time  will  come  when  wc  shall   have  to  divide. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  that.     We  brought  this 
Administration  into  power  with  the  votes  of  all 
sorts   of  people.      [Laughter.]     We   had    Free- 
Soilera  and  Abolitionists  uniting  wilh  the  sound 
portion  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North.  We 
had  disuiiionisis  and  fire-eaters  in  the  South*,  and 
all,  by  force  of  circumstances,  were  thrown  into 
the  Democratic  parly,  and  brought  this  Adminis- 
tration into  power.     The   Democratic  party,  no 
,  doubt,  requires  purging.     [Laughter.]    1  have  no 
;  doubt  the  patient  will  be  very  much  reduced  in 
strength   by    that  purgation;    but   he   will   be  a 
sounder  and  safer  man  hereafter.     You  have  got 
to  get  rid  of  these  disagreeable  adjuncts — those 
I  excrescences  upon    the   Democratic   party.     But 
j  now  1  desire  to  say  simply  this,  that  so  far  as  the 
remarks  of  the  Sentinel  upon  this  Administration 
1  in  appoialing  men  to  office  who  were  notorious 


Free-Soilers  in  1848,  and  who  treocherously  be- 
trayed the  party,  I  indorse  it  to  the  utmost 
extent.  Nor  do  I  like  the  policy  which  retains 
men  in  ofRce  whose  influence  is  now  used  to 
defeat  the  great  question  now  pending  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  If  I  were  President 
of  the  United  States,  I  should  bestow  my  pniron- 
age  upon  sound  and  true  men,  not  upon  those 
who,  in  days  of  danger  and  of  trial,  snamefully 
deserted,  and  escapeJlo  the  enemy.  For  truck- 
ling, time  serving  politicians,  who  shift  the  sails 
to  suit  every  popular  breeze,  I  have  no  respect. 
There  are  true  men  enough  in  this  country  to  ad- 
minister the  Government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  1  will  not  prolong  this 
debate.  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  question  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into 
any  controversy  with  my  friend  from  California; 
but  I  must  say  just  here,  that  I  proiest  against  this 
thing  of  repealing  consl^ntly  that  there  is  o  por- 
tion of  the  Democratic  pariy  that  is  not  honest. 
Now,  1  insist  upon  the  honesty  of  the  whole  party. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  whole  party  ihut  voted 
for  Pierce? 

Mr.  BROWN.  Everyoneofthem.  [Laughteaj 
I  think  it  is  the  most  honest  party  in  the  world, 
the  most  honed  party  that  ever  lived,  or  evcrhiid 
an  existence  anywhere.  [Renewed  laughter.) 
Brutus  was  an  honorable  man;  Ca;snr  was  an 
honorable  man;  we  are  all  honorable  men.  This 
thing  of  saying  that  some  are  honest  men  and 
some  are  not  would  gel  up  quarreling  in  the  fam- 
ily, and  I  do  not  want  that.  [Reneweil  laughter.] 
But  what  I  want  to  do  is  to  offer  an  amendment  tu 
the  resolution  which,  I  think,  if  Senators  will  lis- 
ten to  it,  will  .leille  this  whole  matter.  * 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  With  the  permission  of  my 
friend  from  Mississippi,  I  desire  to  usk  if  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  has  made  the  amendment 
which  I  suggested? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  made  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  Senator,  as  lo  the  lime  of  publi- 
cation, except  that  I  put  it  at  twenty-four  liouri 
after  the  publication  in  the  Dally  Globe. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Let  it  be  read. 

Mr.  BROWN.     Read  the  amendment  which  I  ■ 
propose. 

The  Secretary  read  the  amendment.  It  is  to 
strike  out  "to  be  done  within  such  time  as  the 
said  Secretary  shall  deem  proper,"  and  insert 
"■hall  be  copied  from  the  Globe,  by  authority, 
and  shall  be  published  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  same  appears  in  the  Globe." 

Mr.  BROWN.     Now  read  the  whole. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  accept  that  as  a  part  of  my 
amendment. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  in  hereby, 
directed  to  cnnlracl  wllh  lite  prnprlelorRoftlie  \Va«l)iiigl<>n 
Sentinel,  WiLHtiingluii  Union,  and  Nalionnl  Inlelligfiicer,  Tor 
puhli»hinKall  tile  proceeiiinct*  and  debnles)  ot  Ihe  Jennie,  or 
wilh  mich  ol"  lliein  as  shall  denire  lo  do  vn  :  ProviiicA,  Tlmt 
iiuch  publication  Mhall  tNicopleitfrom  Ihe  Globe,  bynulhority, 
and  ithall  be  pttbli.ohed  within  forty- eight  Iiouim  afler  llm 
»auie  appears  in  the  Globe,  and  .it  (he  rale  of  $1  .50  per 
colunin  ;  and  that  he  contract  with  the  proprietor  of  llie 
Globe  for  five  thnii'tand  additional  copies  of  ihc  Congrea- 
Btonal  Globe  and  .Appendix  for  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  very  last  branch  of  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  it  occurs  to 
me,  will  require  another  amendment.  I  can  see 
no  object  in  purchasing  five  thousand  copies  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  for  this  Congress  only.  If  I 
can  understand  the  design  of  the  Senate,  it  is  to 
put  the  Globe  on  the  footing  of  the  Senale  taking 
five  thousand  copies  of  it,  as  a  continuous  thing, 
more  than  it  is  now  taking.  The  amendment 
would  apply  to  the  series  of  the  Globe  for  this 
Congress  only. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  say  lo  my  friend,  thai 
this  whole  resolution  applies  to  this  Congress  only ; 
but  with  the  understanding  thai  it  will  be  followed 
out. 

Mr.  BROWN.  We  have  no  right  to  bind  a 
future  Congress  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  contract. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Is  the  nioiion  to  refer  the  resolu- 
tion to  Ihe  Committee  on  Printing  pending.* 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  (Mr.  Fitzpat- 
BicK  ill  the  chair.)  There  is  no  motion  pending, 
as  the  Chair  understands,  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.     1  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  accepts  my  amendment. 
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Mr.  STUART.    Certainly. 
Mr.  BRIGHT.    What  is  the  propoaition  now 
before  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  To  refer  the 
reaoloiioo  and  amendment  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  When  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michi^n  offered  hie  amendment,  I  staled 
(hat  I  waa  willing  to  aecept  it.  I  think,  in  doing 
tliat,  I  showed  that  I  hail  no  personol  feeling  in 
this  matter.  Senators  hare  spoken  of  a  contest 
here  between  papers,  vourseif,  sir,  (Mr.  Fit*- 
rATBicK  being  in  the  cnsir,)  among  the  number. 
I  partici|<Bie  in  no  contest  whatever.  I  can  say 
that  I  am  as  free  from  personal  feeling  in  what  I 
have  said  as  any  other  gentleman  who  has  spoken. 
My  object  in  introduang  the  proposition  was  to 
benefit  the  public,  not  in  dividuals;  and  as  the  In- 
telligencer and  Union  had  IJoih  declined  that  which 
is  now  offered  the  Sentinel,  I  certainly  did  not 
feel  that  it  was  offering  oaygrent  boon  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  paper.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  indicated  my  feelings  as  regards  this  matter, 
by  offering  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Michigan;  that  gives  the 
Ame  service  to  each  paper,  and  the  same  price 
for  it;  and  I  again  repeat,  that  I  will  accept  it,  if 
the  motion  to  refer  is  withdrawn,  and  a  direct  vote 
can  be  had. 

Some  objection  is  made  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Michigan,  on  the  j^ound  that  it 
pro|>oaes  to  take  five  thousand  additional  copies  of 
the  Globe.  I  think  that  but  fair,  if  the  Globe 
pays  the  increased  expense  of  reporting  our  pro- 
ceedings, additional  compensation  shouul  be  given 
the  proprietor  by  increasing  the  number  of  extra 
copies  we  take,  in  order  toindemnify  him  therefor. 
This  is  the  most  unexceptionable  manner  in  which 
it  can  be  done,  for  the  reason  that  it  gives  the  ex- 
tra copies  to  Senators  fordistribution among  their 
constituents.  This  is  not  money  thrown  away. 
They  are  valuable  as  books  of  reference  in  all 
time  to  come;  and  they  are  worth  all  that  we  pay 
for  them,  if  properly  distributed. 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  come  to  a  vote,  and  finally 
dispose  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  GWiN.  I  renew  my  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  have  not  the  most  remote 
idea  that  that  motion  will  prevail;  but  if  it  should, 
I  will  renew  my  original  resolution. 
'  Mr.  GWIN.  I  happen  lo  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  Senator  on  that  point.  I  undertake  to 
say  flit  member  pf  the  Senate  knows  what  ex- 
pense will  be  incurred  by  the  Senate  under  the 
resolution,  if  it  passes.  It  is  not  now  the  same 
prnpORltion  that  was  at  first  presented  to  the 
Sennte  to-day.  It  has  been  changed  entirety  in  its 
features  since  it  came  beTore  the  Senate,  and  I  am 
entirely  opposed  to  it.  I  am  opposed  to  it  in 
every  form  in  which  it  r^n  come  to  increase  the 
number  of  papers  in  which  the  entire  proceedings 
of  this  body  are  to  be  published.  1  undertake  to 
say  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United  States, 
not  one  outside  of  the  Globe  office,  who  contin- 
uously reads  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.  There  is  not  a  man  who 
takes  up  that  paper,  and  goes  through,  in  detail, 
the  whole  of  those  proceedings.  It  is  very  import- 
ant lo  have  a  full  record  among  the  archives  of 
the  country  of  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  to  that  extent  we  should  go,  in 
my  opinion,  and  no  further. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  anxious  to  sus- 
tain the  Globe;  but  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  giving 
this  printing  to  the  newspapers  of  this  District, 
and  fastening  them  upon  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  their  political,  existence,  for 
they  are  political  papers.  I  think  that  when  we 
get  an  official  record ,  a  paper  that  gives  the  official 
proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  we 
should  be  content  with  that,  and  should  go  no 
further. 

At  all  events,  I  think  it  is  disrespectful  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  that  so  important  a  ques- 
tion as  this  should  be  taken  entirely  away  from 
them ,  particularly  when  two  members  of  that  com- 
mittee have  just  been  added  lo  it.  Thesubject  has 
not  been  investigated  by  the  present  committee; 
and  certainly  we  do  not  treat  them  with  that  re- 
spect which  I  think  is  due  to  every  committee  here, 
when  we  fail  to  refer  the  subject  lo  them  for  their 
investi°raiinii. 

i  may  be  entirely  mistaken  about  the  necessity 


of  Brintinc  these  proceedings;  but  certainly  when 
I  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  are  publishetl  in  one 
paper  in  this  District,  in  detail,  from  this  time 
until  the  end  of  the  session,  it  will  cease  to  be  a 
newspaper,  except  with  regard  to  the  doings  of 
Congress.  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  for  us  to 
act  prematurely  upon  this  matter;  and  I  think  no 
harm  can  result  from  referring  it  lo  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  and  letting  them  make  a  report  of 
what  we  should  do. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
motion  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia, [Mr.  GwiN,]  to  refer  the  resolution,  will 
not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  For  this 
opinion  of  mine  1  could  assign  several  reasons; 
but  one,  I  think,  is  entirely  sufficient,  and  will 
commend  itself  lo  the  consideration  of  every 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  especially  of  my  Dem- 
ocratic friends  on  this  floor.  First,  when  this 
subject  comes  up  again  by  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee, we  shall  have  all  this  debate  over  again. 
That  is  a  serious  evil  to  us  all.  Secondly,  we 
may  have  some  unfortunate  disclosures,  calcu- 
lated either  to  widen  the  existing  breach,  or  to 
make  more  discoveries  respecting  the  existing 
breach  between  the  members  of  the  harmonious 
Democratic  party.  Ishould  beexceedingly  pnined, 
having  the  greatest  regard  and  respect  for  that 
party,  and  especially  for  my  friends  on  this  floor 
who  belong  to  it,  to  see  any  more  such  painful 
exhibitions  as  have  been  presented  here  to-day. 
[Laugh'er.]  And  especially  should  1  be  sorry  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Weller] 
making  a  statement  of  the  heterogeneous  mate- 
rials which  composed  the  triumphant  unity  which 
resulted  in  the  election  of  President  Pierce  lo  the 
high  office  which  he  now  fills;  and  to  have  my 
friend  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Brown]  under  the 
necessity  of  getting  up  and  protesting  on  this  floor 
— as  if  any  roan  ever  had  a  doubt  ofit,  [laughter] 
— that  every  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  of 
whatever  shade  or  stripe,  is  perfectly  honest  in 
all  his  purposes  and  motives.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter.] Sir,  as  a  friend  to  the  Senate,  as  reluctant 
to  have  a  consumption  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
by  a  renewal  of  the  debate,  and  as  feeling  an  es- 
pecial anxiety  to  preserve  the  Union  intact,  and 
to  keep  the  character  unsoiled,  of  the  great  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  the  United  States,  [laughter,] 
I  do  insist  that  the  Senate  shall  dispose  of  this 
matter  now.  What  good  can  arise  fVom  dejay? 
None  at  all. .  Are  not  all  of  us  who  are  the  true 
friends  of  the  Democratic  party  ready  to  vote  for 
this  resolution  i  [Renewed  laughter.] 
Mr.  WELLER.  All  of  us? 
Mr.  BADGER.  Surely  we  are.  Why,  there- 
fore^ postpone  the  aubject?  1  hope  we  shall  act 
upon  It  now. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
my  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  As  it  has  been  proposed  to 
refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  that 
committee  at  the  tinethis  subject  was  considered. 
It  has  been,  I  will  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Cal- 
ifornia, before  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  it 
was  ronsidered  by  them.  I  was  not  a  member  of 
the  committee  at  that  time;  but  I  have  investigated 
the  subject,  so  far  as  regards  that  portion  which 
relates  to  theOlobe  is  concerned,  minutely.  I  have 
for  weeks  at  a  time;  I  have  investigated  every  part 
and  branch  of  it;  and  1  am  satisfiMl  that  that  part 
of  the  proposition  is  right,  and  that  if  we  fail  to 
agree  to  something  like  that,  we  shall  have  a  diffi- 
culty here  with  regard  to  the  reports,  and  you 
cannot  help  it.  You  do  not  want  to  do  injustice, 
and  yet  you  will  do  injustice  to  the  Globe,  unless 
you  take  the  five  thousand  additional  copies,  as 
provided  for  by  the  resolution.  That  I  can  assert 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  on  my  own  irespon- 
sib^ily,  without  regsrd  to  my  position  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,.after  a  full  investigation  of 
the  subject.  I  have  satisfied  myself  of  that;  and, 
so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  do  not  want  lo  see 
it  referred  to  the  committee  at  all.  It  was  reported 
upon  by  the  committee  before  I  became  a  mem- 
ber of  It. 

As  to  the  other  part  of  the  resolution,  gentle- 
men all  Know  the  facts  which  have  a  direct  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject.  A  few  years  ago  you 
printed,  in  some  three  papers,  all  the  proceedings 

of  the  Senate 

Mr.  CHASE.    Two. 

Mr.  WELLER.    Three,  including  the  Globe. 


Mr.  CHASE.  The  Globe  came  in  in  pTace  of 
the  Intelligencer. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Did  not  the  Intelligencer, 
the  Union,  and  the  Globe  print  them  at  the  same 
time? 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Did  not  the  Republic? 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.    No,  sir,  never.  * 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Republic  never  had  it. 
Very  well,  then  yon  had  to  pay  A7  50  a  column  to 
the  Union  and  lotclligeneer.  Now  you  propose 
to  pay  $4  50  lo  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  reso- 
lution. The  only  thing  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  ' 
answer  for  is  as  to  the  fairness  of  that  compensa- 
tion— whether  $4  50  a  column  is  or  is  not  too 
much.  Whether  it  is  a  fair  compensation  is  the 
only  question  that  is  lef\  on  my  mind.  Gentle^ 
men  tell  me  that  they  have  disinterested  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  |^  50  is  a  faircompensation.  On 
the  assurance  ol  the  testimony  which  they  have, 
I  am  willing  to  concede  that. 

Then  you  formerly  had  tiiose  papers  receiving 
I?  SO  per  column,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  give 
them  (4  SO.  It  is  true  that  you  are  printing  in 
more  of  them  now;  but  if  you  design  to  publish, 
and  continue  publishing  in  the  papers  here,  you 
will  have  gained  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  a  col- 
umn on  every  column  published  in  them  by  this 
change. 

Five  thousand  additional  copies  are  proposed  . 
to  be  given  to  iheGlobe  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  compensation  to  that  paper  to  meet  the 
changesnvhich  have  occurred  m  all  thingf  since 
the  period  when  you  made  the  first  contract  with 
that  paper — changes  which  have.been  so  great  as 
to  break  down  all  the  other  papers  engaged  in 
this  reporting  and  printing  at  |7  SO  a  column. 
We  must  know  that  the  same  causes  act  upon  tha 
Globe  concern  with  an  equal  fo/ce,  and  protiably 
with  greater  force,  because  at  this  day,  and  for 
this  Congress,  the  reporting  is  done  not  only,  aa 
gentlemen  have  conceded  here,  better  than  it  is 
anywhere  else  in  the  world,  but  the  publication 
of  the  reports,  by  working  day  and.  D>{rht,  by 
steam  as  well  as  manual  lalrar.is  done  better  than 
it  ever  has  been  before. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  my  mind  in  regard  to 
this  matter  at  all.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  I  have  no  idea  that  I  shall  chuumy 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Globe  cReern 
being  paid  additional  compensation.  With  refei^ 
ence  to  the  other  part  of  the  discussion.  Senators 
can  judge  aa  well  as  I  can;  and  there  is  no  disre* 
spect  to  the  Committee  on  Printing — for  one,  at 
least,  I  can  say  that  I  will  not  so  consider  it — in 
failing  to  refer  it  to  them.  If  you  do  so  reier,Toa 
will  have  the  discussion  all  over  again  hereafter, 
when  it  is  reported  back  from  them.  You  have 
the  facts  substantially  now  before  yon,  and  can 
act  upon  them. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  was  not  a  member  of  tHe 
Committee  on  Printing  when  this  subject  was  in- 
vestigated ;  and  there  is  also  another  Senator,  who 
is  not  now  in  his  seat,  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Feiienden,]  who  is  also  a  member  of  that 
committee  now. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  can  perhaps  give  the 
Senator  the  information  he  is  seeking.  You  have .  ^ 
a  report  lying  on  your  lAle  now  which  is  the 
result  of  the  action  of  the  Printing  Committee.  It 
has  been  sleeping  there  perhaps  some  two  month*. 
That  subject  wss  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Senate  upon  a  resolution  introduced  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Johkson.]  His  resolu- 
tinn  was  to  lake  the  same  number  of  copies  of  the 
Globe  for  the  Senate  as  are  taken  by  the  House 
of  Representatives.  It  was  taken  up  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  very  fully  and  legitimately  discussed. 
At  that  time  the  committee  was  composed  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Ham- 
lin,] who  was  chairman,  and  myself.  We  scni- 
tiniEed,  with  a  great  deal  of  nicety,  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  whole  transaction.  We  iCferred 
the  case  lo  an  officer  who  is  intimately  conversant 
with  the  amount  of  the  actual  cost  to  the  Globe, 
and  the  amount  to  which  the  Government  would 
be  subjected,  if  the  increase  contemplated  by  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  was  allowed.  After  much 
deliberation,  the  committee  reported -and  recom- 
mended the  Senate  to  increase  the  subscription  t* 
the  Globe,  perhaps  to  the  number  of  forty-eight 
copies  to  each  Senator.    The  House  of  Reprs- 
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aeotatives  is  compoaed  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  meitibers  and  four  Delegates.  The  members' 
of  that  House,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  receive 
twenty-four  copies  each.  The  members  of  this 
body  receive  but  twelve.  The  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  was  to  allow  the  same 
number  of  conies  to  be  taken  by  the  Senate  as  is 
taken  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  Accord- 
ing to  the  best  recollections  which  1  have  now, 
though  some  time  has  elapsed  since  1  examined 
the  subject,  that  would  have  allowed  to  each  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  I  think,  about  ninety-one  copies 
of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  at  a 
cost  of  what  I  cannot  attempt  to  say,  as  I  have  not 
had  the  time  to  do  itrince  this  debate  comm4R:ed; 
but  at  some  very  considerable  increase  of  cost. 

After  the  question  had  been  fully  discussed,  a 
majority  of  the  committee  recommended  the  Sen- 
ate to  increase  the  number  to  forty-eight  to  be 
taken  for  each  Senator.  I  did  not  concur  in  that 
report.  I  8atis6ed  myself,  from  statistics,  and 
from  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  who  seemed  to  be 
conversant  with  the  subject,  that  thirty-six  copies 
were  as  large  a  number  as  my  discretion  and  judg- 
ment would  authorize  me  to  recommend  to  the  Sen- 
ate;-and  hence  the  report  was  not  acted  upon,  and 
was  not  concurred  in  at  the  time  it  was  made. 
I7ow,  it  is  proposed  to  go  beyolld  that  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  we  un- 
dertake really  to  take  now  from  the  publisher  of 
the  Globe  as  many  copies  as  are  taken  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  when,  in  fact,  the  re- 
port on  the  table  recommends  that  each  Senator 
■hould  receive  forty-four  or  forty-eight  copies. 

Mr.  BROWN.  My  friend  from  Alabama  will 
•llow  me  at  this  point  to  make  a  statement.  The 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  under  our  rules  are  about 
as  voluminous  as  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 
We  have  no  hour  rule  here,  and  if  the  Senator 
will  tpke  the  pains  to  look  over  the  reports,  he  will 
find  that  there  is  about  aa  much  matter  reported 
and  printed  for  the  Senate  as  is  reported  and  print- 
ed for  the  House.  But  this  House  is  numerically 
not  much  over  one  fourth  the  size,  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Now,  if  twenty-four  copies 
are  given  to  each  of  the  Representatives,  that 
necessarily  pays  the  publisher  a  much  larger  sum 
than  if  vou  give  twenty-four  copies  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  for  he  sells  nearly  four  times 
the  number  of  volumes  to  the  House  that  he  does 
to  the  Senate.  The  Sepator  in  making  his  calcu- 
lation ought  to  take  that  into  the  account.  When 
yoQ  have  taken  the  number  proposed  here,  you 
■till  will  hot  have  taken  as  many  copies  of  the 
book  as  are  taken  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, thouglTthey  will  be  more,  of  course,  to  each 
particular  member  here;  but  the  profits  accruing 
to  the  publisher  will  be  still  less  in  theSenate  than 
they  are  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  while 
his  expenditures  for  publishing  in  the  Senate  are 
equal  to  his  expenditures  in  the  other  House  of 
Congress.  It  is  not  a  question,  therefore,  as  to 
whether  yon  shall  take  forty-eight  copies  or  a  less 
or  greater  number,  bat  whether  you  shall  pay 
:  about  the  same  price  for  reporting  and  publishing 
here  which  is  paid  for  the  reporting  and  publish- 
ing of  the  other  House? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  wish  to  ask  my  friend 
from  Alabama  one  question  before  he  goes  on, 
and  that  is,  will  this  additional  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  copies  pay  the  editor  of  the  Globe, 
the  regular  reporter,  a  fair  compensation  or  not? 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  That  is  almost  double 
the  amount  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  mea 
moment;  I  have  made  a  cal6ulation.  If  you  in- 
crease the  subscription  to  five  thousand  and 
twenty-two  copies,  it  will  then  divide  exactly 
eighty-one  copies  to  each  Senator;  if  you  keep  it 
at  the  present  amount,  five  thousand,  it  will  be 
eighty  copies  and  a  fraction  over.  To  get  clear  of 
that  fraction,  I  intended  to  propose  to  add  twenty- 
tw(f  more  copies. 

Mr.  CLA  YTON.    Will  that  pay  the  editor  ? 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  understand  it  will,  with  the 
number  taken  by  the  House.  At  this  point,  1  will 
ask  my  friend  from  Indiana  to  accept  thatamend- 
ment.. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Then  I  propose  to  make  the 
number  fire  thousand  and  twenty-two,  so  aa  to 
have  them  divided  equally.  . 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.    I  was  about  to  aay 


that,  anxious  as  I  am  to  place  the  reporting  and 
printing  on  the  footing  which  I  have  indicated,  1 
am  not  willing  to  increase  the  number  to  the  ex- 
tent contemplated  in  the  resolution.  1  ani  extreme- 
ly anxious  to  confine  the  reporting  to  the  solitary 
paper,  the  Globe.  From  all  that  i  have  heard  uf 
that  paper,  I  understand  that  the  loss  to  the  pro- 
prietor is  accruing  in  this  body.  1  am  frank 
enough  to  say,  according  to  the  best  information 
I  have  on  the  subject,  that  he  sustains  a  loss  here, 
isolated  and  disconnected  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  the  publication  of  the  reports;  but 
not  one  word  of  complaint  has  been  made  about 
the  loss  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  so  far 
as  I  have  heard.  The  publisning  for  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  publishing  for  this 
body,  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  work;  and 
when  you  take  the  profits  which,  1  feel' assured, 
accrue  to  the  publisher  from  the  large  number  of 
copies  taken  by  the  House  of  Rejiiresentalives, 
and  the  large  number  here,  it  is  a  question  involv- 
ing great  doubt  whether  he  is  an  intrinsic  loser  by 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  at 
the  price  he  now  gets.  He  is  required  to  publish 
six  thousand  four  hundred  and  finy-six  copies,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  being  twenty-four  copies  to 
each  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  twelve  to  each  Senator.    ' 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  my  friend  will  allow  me,  the 
publisher  of  the  Globe  sells  to  the  House  about 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve  copies. 
If  1  am  correct  in  stating  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  are  ps  voluminous  as  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  then  to  pay  him  the  same  remuner- 
ation which  the  House  pays  him,  we  ought  to 
take  the  same  number  of  copies.  I  have  never 
understood  that  he  was  excessively  paid  by  the 
House.  He  is  paid  a  fair,  living  price  for  his 
work — for  the  expense  of  reporting  and  printing — 
by  taking  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve 
copies.  We  propose  to  take  five  thousand  ami 
twenty-two,  so  as  to  make  the  number  divide 
equally.  ' 

1  think  my  friend  from  Alabama  is  altogether 
mistaken  when  he  wants  to  charge  a  portion  of  the 
profit  in  the  House  to  the  Senate,  because  the 
publisher  makes  a  larger  profit,  as  he  insists,  in 
the  House/  and  therefore,  thai  he  ought  to  make 
no  profit  in  the  Senate.  1  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  House  Printing  Committee  have  looked  into 
this  matter,  and  have  agreed  to  pay  nothine  more 
than  a  fair  living  profit  (or  what  they  get,  leaving 
the  Senate  to  do  what  it  pleases.  I  take  what  they 
have  done  as  the  basis  of  our  action.  Having  been 
a  member  of  that  House  for  many  years,  and 
having  looked  into  this  subject,  I  am  prepared  to 
say  that  the  remuiieration  to  the  Globe  for  these 
publications  is  barely  a  living  profit,  nothing  more. 

Why,  look  at  the  book!  There  is  not  a  pub-, 
lishing  house  in  all  Christendom,  or  outside  of' 
Christendom,  that  will  publish  so  much  matter 
for  so  small  a  sum  of  money.  If  my  honorable 
friend  from  Alabama  will  take  the  pains  to  look 
into  the  matter,  he  will  find  that  the  Bible  itself, 
confessedly  the  cheapest  publication  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  is  not  even  now  by  the  Bible  socie- 
ties published  so  cheap,  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  matter  that  goes  into  it,  as  is  the  Congres- 
sional Globe.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  value  of  the 
matter,  because  it  is  just  as  expensive,  you  know, 
to  set  up  bad  matter  as  it  is  to  set  up  good  mat- 
ter; and  if  we  insist  upon  its  publication,  we  pay 
bv  the  bulk,  and  not  by  the  quality  of  the  book. 
No  man  can  take  up  the  Congressional  Globe, 
and  look  at  the  type  in  which  it  is  set,  and  com- 
pare it  with  any  other  publication  that  ever  was 
made,  and  find  a  book  that  is  published  at  so  low 
a  price;  therefore  the  orofit  on  each  particular  vol- 
ume must  be  very  small,  and  you  must  take  a 
very  large  number  to  make  it  at  all  remunerative. 

Mr.  CLAYTON .    Will  this  pay  ? 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  understand  that  if  the  num- 
ber proposed  in  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  be  taken,  it  wilt  afford  a  &ir  re- 
munerative price,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Then  I  am  for  it. 
«  Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  There  is  another  very 
important  matter  which  seems  to  escape  the  no- 
tice of  the  Senate,  and  one  which  I  ceally  think 
should  command  their  attention.  lappml  to  you, 
sir,  and  to  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  to  know 
if,  aAer  the  debates  have  been  reported  and  setup 
and  the  press-work  paid  for,  for  a  certain  number 
of  copies,  a  larger  number  cannot  be  published  for 


almost  half  the  amount  which  would  have  been 
required  for  the  original  publication.  That  is  a 
mutter  which  involved  the  scrutiny  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  although  the  Senate  seem  disposed  to 
act  in  this  matter  without  any  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee, I  ask  them  to  pause  and  reflect  before 
they  increase  so  largely  the  subscription  to  the 
Globe.  No  one,  I  trust,  will  accuse  me  of  any 
prejudice  against  that  paper.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  discussion  to  the  present  hour, 
I  have  endeavored,  with  all  my  energies,  to  con- 
fine the  reporting  and  printing  of  our  debates  to 
that  paper,  and  to  pay  the  proprietor  such  prices 
as  would  enable  him  to  live.  It  is  said  that  the 
publishing  of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Ap- 
pendix for  the  House  of  Representatives  should 
be  considered  distinct  from  the  publication  for  the 
Senate.  But  I  repeat,  if  you  lake  the  number 
furnished  to  the  House,  and  add  it  to  the  publica- 
tion here  in  the  aggregate,  it  is  a  question  in- 
volving a  great  doubt  whether  the  publisher  of  the 
Globe  IS  a  loser  or  not. 

But,  sir,  what  is  to  be  the  great  cost  of  the 
publication  of  the  Globe?  The  proprietor  is  re- 
quired to  publish  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 
copies,  in  order  to  give  to  each  Senator  the  num- 
ber to  which  he  is  entitled.  When,  as  1  before 
remarked,  the  resolution  of  the  gentlegfian  from 
Arkansas,  proposing  to  largely  increase  this 
number  was  referred  to  the  committee,  they  sub- 
mitted the  question  to  a  gentleman  who  was  inti- 
mately conversant  with  this  matter;  and  we  re- 
quired from  him  statistics  to  show  whether  that 
work  could  not  be  published  in  a  larger  number 
for  a  less  price  than  the  number  then  published  by 
the  Senate,  and  I  will  present  his 'Statements. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  overlooks  the 
fact  that  repprting,  composition,  and  press-work 
are  the  most  important  items  in  this  matter,  and 
after  you  have  them  paid  for,  additional  copies  can 
be  published  for  a  very  small  price  comparatively.  . 
I  have  many  statistics  on  this  subject.  I  have  m 
my  possession  a  great  deal  of  information  derived 
from  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred by  the  committee,  and  in  order  that  the 
Senate  may  understand  the  question,  I  ask  leave 
to  read  one  of  his  stjitements.  Although  I  am 
ahxiouE,  and  have  been  from  the  commencement, 
to  place  the  publication  of  the  debates  ralely  in  the 
hands  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe,  1  do  not 
feel  inclined  to  remain  quiet  and  see  so  large  a 
number  voted,  when  I  am  satisfied  that  a  smaller 
would  afford  a  remunerative  price.  I  nave  here 
a  statement  of  Mr.  Towers,  chief  clerk  of  the 
Superintendent  on  Public  Printing,  in  which  he 
says: 

March  9,  ICiM. 

Biai  [  have  the  honor  to  tuhniit  the  following  answer  to 
your  vert»l  inquidei,  made  ye<terday,  respecting  the  net 
cotAo  ihe  primer  ofmUUIonal  copies  of  the  Confreaslnnal 
6l|)be  and  Appendix. 

Yoor  lint  inquiry  was, "  Wliat  will  lie  the  net  cost  to 
the  printer  of  744  copies  of  the  Oongressional  Globe  and 
Appendix,  in  aidUion  to  those  now  subscrilMd  Tor  by  ihe 
Senile  ?"— makiiis  in  aM,  34  copies  for  each  Sennior,  iwing 
the  same  numlier  that  is  now  furnished  each  Representative 
and  Delegate  In  Congress. 

The  ansvsr  if.-  As  4,920  copies  is  to  $19,356,  so  is  744 
copies  to  Ihe  answer.    The  net  cost  to  the  primer,  there- 
fore, will  be  «9,S37. 
The  sabseriptian  price  ibr  744  copies  for  Ihe  two  sessions 

of tbe  Thirty-Third  Congress,  at  (9  per  copy,  ia. .  .$6,696 
The  cost,  as  befbre  suicd,  will  be Sfi!l7 

Leaving  a  profit  on  those  copies  of. $3.769 

Tour  seeond  inquiry  was, «  What  will  be  the  m(  cost  of 
1,488  aAHIlsnat  copies?"— being 3(  cofNea  in  ail  for  eadi 
Senator. 

Atuwtr, 

ThesubscripUon  price  Is i... 913,3(3 

The  iM<  cost  to  the  printer  will  be S,IS4 

Leaving  a  profit  on  the  1,488  aidUionat  copies  of  07,538 

According  to  the  above  estimates,  the  cost  to  the  printer 
of  th*  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  for  the  whole 
Congress,  over  and  above  tbe  number  now  subscribed  for 
by  Ibo  Senate,  (whether  Ibe  additiunal  number  be  large  nr 
small,)  will  be  93  93  per  copy,  (discarding  fractions,) 
asainsi  Uie  snbscripUon  price  of  $9.  The  binding  is  not  in- 
diided,' which  Is  paid  fbrattlie  rate  of  any-five  ctntt  per 
volnrae,  and  with  wUch,  I  undentand,  the  primer  has  no 
connection. 

'  The  data  npon  which  the  fbregoing  estimates  are  based 
arathe  same  as  those  presented  In  my  note  of  tbe  37ib  ulti- 
ma, herewith  returned  to  you. 

It  should  be  bonie  in  mind  that  I  have  made  no  alktw- 
anee  fbrcapiul  Invested,  nor  have  I  taken  into  Ibe  esdmaie 
of  the  cost  any  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  printer  in 
reaching  the  point  at  which  I  commence,  being  that  point 
at  which  the  Senate  subscription  lo  tbe  Congtcsslooal 
Globe  and  Appendix  now  cecusi.    I  have  conflned  myielf 
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•inply  to  the  fnqniiy  u  lo  Mm  ml  eoM  to  ibe  printer  orte- 
tnamtf  the  ediiian  of  bU  pobllcallon  lo  the  MTeral  Bum- 
bera  Minuted  ^Y  yon  lind  llie  pmllt  Ihereon;  and  upon 
•nlMequent  refiecljon,  1  c&n  dtccover  no  reaion  for  chang- 
ing the  opinion  1  have  beietoftire  expraaaed  upon  thl*  •iiE- 
Jeoi. 
Vonr  retpectAiny,  nor  obedient  eerrant, 

WILLIAM  TOWERS. 
To  OoTernor  Fitxpitbick. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Id  regard  to  the  document 
which  has  juat  been  read,  I  will  any  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  I  aaw  it  long  since,  and  I  have  rend  and 
examined  it.  There  are  qualifications  to  be  found 
in  it  all  the  way  through  about  capital,  and  one 
thing  or  another.  1  hare  examined  the  state- 
ments coiitained  in  the  document,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  believe  it  to  be  entirely  unreliable,  and  as 
fomislinig  no  safe  data.  1  do  not  give  to  these 
estimates  the  importance  which  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  does,  and  I  say  it  with  all  respect  to  him. 
I  give  to  it  none  of  the  force  which  the  Senator 
does.  I  believe  the  matter  will  .rest  here,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  course  which  has  been  taken, 
until  the  end  of  this  session,  unless  the  matter  is 
settled,  and  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  adopted. 

Mr,  FlTZPATRrCK.  The  eentleman  who 
fhmishes  this  information  is  the  chief  derk  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing.  This  is  not  a 
Tofantary  act  of  his.  It  was  asked  for  at  his 
hands  by  the  Committee  on  Printing.  They 
addressed  him  as  a  practical  printer,  as  one  inti- 
mately connected  and  well  acouainled  with  the 
whole  subject  of  reporting  ana  printing;  and  I 
desire  the  Senate  to  listen  to  what  he  says  in 
aitother  letter,  which  I  should  have  read  before. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wish  the  Senate  to  under- 
stand that  the  statement  which  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  is  about  to  read  is  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution which  1  offered  some  months  ago,  and  not 
in  regard  lo  this  proposition. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  letter  which  I  am 
about  to  read  I  should  have  read  at  first.  It  is  in 
these  words: 

.4iuiMr  to  Senator  TUxfaMckU  Tftquby, 

The  C!ongrewlanal  Olobo  and  Appendix  lor  ID*  Tblrtjr- 
Beoond  Congrew  made  dx  volumes,  and  an  aggregate  of 
5,300  pasei.    The  aubacription  price  in  $(>  for  each  Con- 

rM.  Tbe  Senate  now  isliee  744  coplea.and  It  lapropoa^ 
lake  ijm  eoplea,  being  an  Increase  of  4,9M  copiei. 
Tbe  inqoiry  of  Governor  PitspatrIck  la  t  "  What  will  the 
■el  coal  10  the  printer  Im  of  the  4,990  sddilioaal  copleaf" 
The  anawer  to  this  qiieellon  i*  baaed  upon  Die  data  above 
menliooed. 

^iinei<r. 
Tbe  cost  of  paper,  (3,413  reaoia,  at  M  per 

ream) T. #13,880  00 

Tbe  cost  of  preas-work,  (13,03B  tokena,  at  30 

eenta  per  token) 3,911  40 

The  con  of  folding,  {13/)38  tokena,  at  13  cents 
perlokan) 1,584  56 

Total  coal #19,355  98 

Tbe  anbacriptlon  price  of  the  4,990  addldoaal 

copies,  SI  M  per  copy,  would  be 944,saP0  00 

The  coat  to  the  printer  wonld  be,  as  above....     19,355  98 

Leaving  a  praflt  of. : #94,994  04 

Or  #16,616  for  tbe  long  seaaloa,  and  #8,308  for  tbe  shon 
one. 

It  appears,  lYom  Ibe  letten  of  Mr.  Bivea  and  otbera,  tbal 
a  large  loes  la  incurred  by  him  at  pieaeni  in  the  sxeruiinn 
of  taiseontnelwilb  ibe  Senate;  and  haaaka  lUaaddMOoal 
Mibaertailioii,-wbick  be  supposes  will  remunetale  bim  for 
bi*  labftr  on  seeounl  of  the  proAl  seeming  on  IL  How  Ikr 
Ibe  present  conlraei  with  Mr.  Rives  maybe  remuneraUng, 
or  otherwise,  would  require  much  dine  and  labor  lo  sacer- 
lain ;  and  I  think  il  wouM  be  indeHcsie  in  me,  to  aay  tbe 
leaai,iasxpreasany opinion  I  naay emenaia  npon  tbe anb- 
ject  nntll  I  am  prriiared  to  aappon  it  by  Ikcu  an<i  Oiures. 

rc»nuiry97, 1854.  WILUAM  TOWERS. 

Here  we  have  the  statement  »f  a  practical  printer, 
Mr.  Towers,  who  is  known,  1  presume,  to  most 
members  of  the  Senate,  in  which,  after  having 
taken  great  pains  and  trouble  to  examine  the 
question  with  which  he  is  intimately  acquainted, 
he  says  that,  if  the  Senate  take  the  same  number 
of  copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix that  the  House  of  Representatives  does,  it 
will  afford  Mr.  Rives  aprofit  of  $94,924,  according 
to  the  best  calculations  he  has  been  able  tQ  make. 
-Tbe  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas  says  he 
has  DO  confidence  in  these  estimates. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  say  so,  because  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  the  sworn  testimony  of  two  disin- 
terested and  reputable  men,  which  do  not  conform 
to  his  statement  at  all. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Mf  impression  is  that 
there  are  but  very  few  items  in  regard  to  which 
they  differ.  Now,  sir,  if  the  Senate,  in  the  face 
of  th«  IcstimoDy  wbicb  the  committee  hava  col- 


lected for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  Senate,  go 
on  now  to  increase  to  this  large  extent  the  profits 
of  this  paper,  it  if  for  them,  and  not  for  me,  to 
determine.  The  communication  of  Mr.  Towers, 
which  I  first  read,  refers  to  the  amount  which  I 
was  willing  to  allow  Mr.  Rives — that  is,  I  was 
willing  to  allow  an  addition  of  thirty-six  copies 
for  each  Senator.  1  was  satisfied  that  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Globe  was  not  sufiiciently  remuner- 
ated by  this  body;  and  I  was  anxious  to  increase 
his  compensation  to  that  extent.  A  portion  of 
the  committee,  and  in  fact  a  majority,  were  at 
first  inclined  to  yield  a  favorable  response  to  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  to  the 
full  extent  to  which  it  went;  but  such  astounding 
disclosures  were  made,  showing  that  the  inordi- 
nate profits  to  which  1  have  referred  were  to 
accrue,  that  they  were  not  willing  to  report  in 
favor  of  tfaatfiroposition. '  The  members  of  the 
committee  differed  on  that  point;  but  I  think  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  committee — I  am  speaking 
from  recollection — that  they  were  willing  to  take 
half  tbe  number  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  as  the  report  will  show.  1  was  unwill- 
ing to  go  to  that  exieat.  I  waa  ready  to  provide 
for  thiriy-six  copies  for  each  Senator.  That 
additional  number  of  copies,  according  to*  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Towers,  who  I  understand  to 
be  aa  competent  a  gentleman  to  make  calculations 
on  this  subject  as  any  in  this  city,  would  afford  a 
profit  of  (^7,538  per  annum. 

If  Senators  will  look  at  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  which  is  lying  on  the  table, 
they  will  find  that  a  majority  of  the  committee 
recommended  an  increase  of  subscription  to  tbe 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  to  about  the 
numoer  that  1  have  intimated.  The  whole  amount 
proposed  to  be  furnished  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  would,  according  to  the 
calculations  of  Mr.  Towers,  leave  the  proprietor 
of  the  Globe  a  profit  of  over  ((24,000  a  year.  I 
endeavored  to  ascertain  what  amount  of  copies  it 
would  be  necessary  to  take  in  order  to  give  a  fair 
compensation  to  the  Globe;  and,  as  I  have  before 
remarked,  I  was  in  favor  of  allowing  each  Sen- 
ator thirty-six  additional  copies.  That,  according 
to  the  calculations,  would  afford  a  profit  of  over 
f7,000.  That  was  the  amount  to  which  I  was 
willing  to  jgo ;  but  my  colleagues  on  the  committee 
were  willing  to  report  in  lavor  of  taking  forty- 
eight  copies  for  each  Senator. 

When  a  committee  to  which  the  subject  waa 
appropriately  referred  have  made  such  investiga- 
tions, I  ask  what  is  tbe  use  of  committees,  where 
is  the  necessity  for  their  hunting  up  information, 
where  is  the  necessity  of  their  inquiring  into  and 
endeavoriiig  to  ascertain  what  would  be  a  fair 
compensation  for  this  service,  if  the  Senate,  in 
'  this  hasty  manner,  are  to  override  their  acts,  and 

fo  entirely  beyond  what  they  ever  recommended  1 
am  aiixious  to  allow  a  fair  compensation,  but  I 
ask  the  Senate  to  reflect  before  tney  saddle  upon 
the  country,  as  the  permanent  system  of  this 
body,  the  giving  of  a  large  annual  increase  of 
compensation,  such  as  is  contemplated  in  the  prop- 
osition now  before  the  Senate. 

If  I  had  deemed  it  consistent  with  my  sense  of 
public  duty  to  concur  with  my  colleagues  on  the 
committee,  I  venture  to  say  the  question  would 
have  been  settled  long  since;  but  I  was  laboring 
under  the  impression  that  that  proposition  would 
allow  too  large  profits,  and  that  (7,000  a  year 
profit  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  contingen- 
cies, and  place  the  Globe  upon  a  proper  basis. 
The  estimate  which  I  have  laid  before  the  Senate 
shows  what  excessive  profit  may  be  made  out  of 
this  subscription.  Is  it  possible  that  the  Senate, 
in  their  great  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  this  question, 
will  override  the  action  of  the  committee  which 
investigated  it,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee on  PrinUng  did  this  question,  without  even 
condescending  to  notice  their  report.'  I  feel  as- 
sured that  it  IS  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  we 
should  do  what  is  right.  I  am  willing  to  go  with 
the  Senate  in  allowing  what  is  a  proper  and 
reasonable  compensation.  But  this  proposition  |p 
allow  eighty-one  copies  to  each  Senator  will  fnl 
little  short  of  allowing  a  profit  of  $24,000,  which 
was  the#nount  of  profit  eatimateifby  Mr.  Tow- 
ers OS  the  result  of  the  subscription  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 

I  was  familiar  with  these  topics  some  two 
months  ago;  but  when  the  resolution  came  up  this 
morning,  I  did  not  suppose  we  should  reaek  this 


question  to-day,  and  hence  it  is  but  a  few  minntea . 
ago  since  I  took  the  papers  from  my  drawer.  I 
have  been  prepared  at  all  times,  on  reasonable 
notice,  to  submit  the  facta  to  the  Senate,  and  to 
al|pw  them  to  come  to  a  correct  and  proper  con- 
clusion in  regard  to  what  is  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation to- the  Globe.  But,  sir,  the  report  of  the 
committee  has  slept  until  it  is  lost  among  the  pa- 
pers; and  now,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  on  a  mere 
intimation,  without  reference  to  the  information 
acquired  by  the  committee,  it  is  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  Globe  to  nearly  as  large 
an  amountas  the  House  takes.  I  cannot  consent 
to  it|^ 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Towers  shows  what  profits 
will  b^  made,  if  such  a  proposition  be  adopted.  I 
undertake  to  say,  from  my  knowledge  of  that 
gentleman — and  I  have  been  closely  connected 
with  him  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing — that  there  is  no  man  in  the 
ci>y  of  Washington  who  understands  the  history 
of  printing,  or  knows  more  about  its  details,  ana 
who  can  eive  clearer  and  more  satisfactory  state- 
ments and  calculations  in  connection  with  it,  than 
that  gentleman.  The  committee  had  confidence  in 
him;  and  when  his  estimates  were  submitted  to 
them,  they  were  ua willing  to  go  further  than  to 
recommend  that  the  Senate  should  take  half  the 
aggregate  number  of  copies  which  the^ouse 
takes.  I  did  nut  want  to  go  to  that  extent,  though 
I  was  willing,  to  report  in  favor  of  takine  thirty- 
six  additional  copies  of  the  Congreesionu  Globe 
and  Appendix.  Upon  that  proposition  we  disa- 
greed. If  I  thought  that  number  would  not  allow 
a  reasonable  and  fair  living  compensation;  if  I 
believed  that  it  would  not  aiiord  enoueh  to  suatain 
the  Globe  and  iu  proprietor,  1  ahonld  be  ^vitling 
to  go  beyond  that  amount;  but  with  the  convic- 
tions resting  on  my  mind,  and  the  knowledge 
which  is  in  ray  possession,  after  ihe  invesiigaliona 
that  I  have  iiiaae  in  reference  to  this  matter,  I  an) 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  number  proposed  to 
betaken  by  the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate 
will  give  excessive  profits.  I  ask  the  Senate,  there- 
fore, not  to  adopt  this  proposition  in  the  hurry  of 
the  moment.  There  is  no  imperious  necessity  for 
disposing  of  it  now.  I  ask  them  to  pause  and 
deliberate  before  they  attempt  to  establish,  aa  the 
settled  policy  of  the  Senate,  that  it  shall  give  such 
enormous  profits  to  this  gentleman,  however  com- 
petent be  is;  and  I  concMS  that  his  competency, 
and  that  of  his  corps  of  reporters,  ia  beyond  all 
question. 

While  I  am  willing  to  adopt  the  Olobe  as  the 
only  reporter  here,  I  hold  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  saddling  upon  the  Treasury  the  local 
press  of  this  District.  I  bdieve  there  is  as  much 
cause  and  necessity  for  having  the  reports  topisd 
into  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  each  of  the  sev- 
eral States  as  into  the  pspeia  here.  We  might— 
except  a  single  paper  to  perpetuate  our  proceed- 
ings— with  the  same  propnety  designate  a  paper  in 
each  State,  and  ssyour  debates  shall  be  published 
in  them ,  as  to  say  we  shall  aelect  papers  here  to  pub- 
lish our  debates  at  the  public  expense.  My  feel- 
ings towards  all  those  gentlemen  are  of  the  kind- 
est character.  I  think,  I  trust,  I  evince  no  poliucal 
selfishness  when  I  propose  to  take  a  paper  outside 
of  all  parties;  but  now  when  I  see  the  sense  of 
the  Senate,  as  indicated  by  the  feeling  of  tboae 
around  me,  to  be  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  paper 
I  prefer  inordinate  profits,  I  am  opposed  to  it,  not 
because  I  have  any  hostility  to  the  gentleman  who 
conducts  that  paper.  He  is  an  able  man,  and  baa 
an  able  corps  of  reporters.  He  is  entitled  to  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  reports  are  published 
in  his  paper.  It  gives  him  credit  and  reputatioa 
justly  throughout  the  country.  But  when,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  enormous  amount  proposed  to  be 
paid  him,  we  are  to  hove  placed  upon  the  Treas- 
ury three  local  papers  here,  I  think  it  time  to 
stop.  One  of  those  jMpers  declined  the  publica- 
tion, and  another  has  said  it  does  not  want  it,  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  that,  it  is  said,  you  must  cive  to 
them  as  well  as  to  another  paper  here.  Two  of 
the  most 'extensively  circulated  papers  in  tbe 
Union  have  said  they  did  not  want  the  publication 
of  the  debates,  and,  in  the  fbce  of  that,  it  is  pro- 
posed now  to  turn  round  and  say  "  you  must  nave 
them."  We  have  been  told  that  the  papers  can- 
not live  at  the  prices  now  paid,  and  yet  we  pro- 
pose to  make  them  publish  our  proceedings,  and 
to  increase  their  compensation. 

Is  there  any  great  neeeeaity  for  thia?    Are  tha 
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demands  of  the  country  upon  u's  for  intelligence 
■o  imperious  that  we  have  -to  carry  through, 
roueh-abod  and  by  force,  a  resolution  of  this  kind  ? 
And  is  it  to  become  the  aettled  policy  of  this 
.body?  I  repeat  again,  it  is  time,  m  my  estima- 
tion, in  Ytew  of  the  facta  which  I  have  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  for  them  to  pauae  and  hesitate 
before  they  adopt  the  resolntion  now  pending,  I 
will  do  the  gentleman  who  is  the  ptibliaher  of  the 
Globe  the  credit  to  My, that  be  baa  always  said 
the  price  paid  him  is  not  sufficient.  I  have  always 
•aid  to  him  thht  I  thoogbt  we  had  afforded  him 
ample  profit  when  we  agreed  to  give  him  a  profit 
of  over  |7,000  a  year.  He  contended  that  jLwas 
not  sufficient,  i  do  not  know  that  I  call  say,  en 
authority  fttim  him,  that  he  was  content  with  the 
report  of  the  committee;  but  my  impression  is  that. 
his  friends,  and  tlmae  who  were  anxious  to  put 
his  paper  on  a  aoliflboting  in  the  Senate,  were 
satisfied  with  the  proposition  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  and  thought  forty-eight  copiea 
were  enough^ 

Mr.  PRATT.  Will  the  Senator  ttom  Ala- 
bama permit  me  to  make  one  inquiry } 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    Certainly. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator  has  repeated  sev- 
eral times,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  that 
on  the  hypothesis  of  otir  taking  thirty-six  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  and 
Appendix  for  each  Senator,  there  would  be  a  net 
profit  of  over  f  7,000  a  year  to  the  publisher,  and 
lie  predicates  that  statement  on  a  paper  signed  by 
Mr.  Towers.  I  do  not  deny  the  competency  of 
Mr.  Towers  to  make  the  statement,  but  I  desire 
tfie  Senator  to  refer  back  to  what  he  said  in  the 
beginning  of  his  speech,  that  Mr.  Towers  himself 
expressly  said  that  the  starting  point  of  his  calcu- 
lation .was  to  lake  the  Globe  office  at  the  point 
where  it  is.  He  only  estimates  the  cost  of  print- 
ing with  the  material  as  at  present  existing  in  that 
office. 

Now,  1  assume,  for  Itemurpose  of  illustrating 
the  remark  J  make,  am  the  Globe  office,  the 
baildhig,  the  xype,  and  everything  connected  with 
the  printing,  has  eost,  say  about )150,000.  That 
is  the  principal  sum.  The  Senate  will  see  at 
once  that  the'legal  interest  on  that  amount  would 
be  f9,000.  Therefore,  if  the  proprietor  ware  to 
get  (7,000  net  profit,  according  to  the  calculation 
of  Mr.  Towers,  there  would  bealossof  |3,000  to 
him  for  printing  our  proceedings,  beeaoss  in  ths 
employment  ofhis  capital  he  gets  |3,000  less  than 
the  interest  upon  the  capital  invested. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly;  that  is  clear. 

Mr.  PRATT.  He  geu  nothing  for  his  work, 
but  loses  jj^OOO. 

Mr.  FlIZPATRICK.  I  think  the  Senator  flrom 
Maryland  Is  about  as  wide  of  the  mark  as  he 
•lieges  that  I  am. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  b«r  pardon 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  meant  nothing  offen- 
sive at  all.  I  understand  ^s  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland  to  say  that  we  must  make  proper  allow- 
ance for  the  large  amount  of  digital  invested  in 
real  estate  in  the  Globe  office.  I  have  never  had 
the  pleasure  of  going  through  the  large  and  beau- 
tiful eatabliehment  of  the  proprietor  of  ths  Globe; 
bat  is  it  the  fact  that  all  the  rooms  in  that  spa- 
cious and  elegant  building  are  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  our  printing?  I  have 
merely  cast  my  eye  in  as  I  was  passing  alone; 
but,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  portion  of  that  build- 
ing is  appropriated  to  other  and  different  purposes 
than  the  printing  of  the  debates  of  this  body.  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  some  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  are  more  intimate  with  that  matter  than  I 
am',  not  having  particularly  inquired  into  the  mat- 
ter. I  am  satisfied  that  some  portion  of  it,  at 
least,  is  paying  the  proprietor  a  fine  profit  in  the 
shape  of  rents;  and  when  the  facts  ar»  inquired 
into,  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  whole 
investment  in  that  institution  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  a  charge  upon  the  Gkivemment. 

Does  it  requires  buikling  involviitt;  such  a  yast 
amount  of  capital  for  ths  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  printing  of  the  debates  of  this  body  ?  I  think 
not.  I  do  not  kqow,  nor  will  I  undertake  to  say, 
to  what  extent  there  are  other  occupants  in  this 
building,  or  to  what  other  uses  it  is  applied;  but 
my  impression  is  that  you  will  fiiid  only  a  por- 
tion, I  presume  the  laigest  portion  of  it,  devoted 
to  pubMc  uses.  Concede,  however,  that  it  is  all 
so  employed,  is  It  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a 
buildigg  so  cosUy  and  w  utpeiMira  v»  its  char- 


aeter  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  public 
work }  That  is  the  business  of  the  proprietor, 
and  not  ours.  I  feel  assured,  however,  that  a 
building  costing  much  lees  money,  with  a  great 
deal  less  room,  and  a  great  deal  less  capital  in- 
vested, would  answeraU  the  purposes  of  carrying 
on  the  public  printing  of  the  country.  It  may  be 
that  to  the  extent  to  which  the  building  is  used 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  printing  of  our 
debates  the  capital  invested  in  it  is  a  legitimate 
object  to  be  considered  in  the  amotmt  to  be  paid; 
but  I  take  it  for  griinted  that  the  capital  invested 
in  the  whole  buitdlnr  is  too  large  for  the  propri- 
etor to  call  on  the  S«iats  or  on  the  Government 
to  foot  the  bill  for  the  whole  amount. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  standing  in  the  rela- 
tion which  I  do  to  this  body,  being  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  eomitiittee  that  investigated  this  matter 
now  present,  to  disclose  these  facta  to  th^Senate. 
I  have  done  it  in  no  ill  spirit  tnvrards  the  Globe, 
or  anybody  else;  for  I  presume  every  gentleman 
on  this  floor  is  satisfied  that  I  prefor  that  paper  to 
any  other  as  the  sole  reporter  for  this  body;  but 
in  attempting  to  accomplish  that,  1  wish  to  bring 
its  proprietor  within  reasonable  limits.  I  do  it  for 
his  own  benefit,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  Treas- 
ury. I  do  it  in  order  to  make  his  a  permanent 
concern.  I  do  It  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
world  that  he  gets  a  reasonaole  and  fair  compen- 
sation, and  that  he  will  be  regularly  employee  by 
the  Government,  an^to  dispel  everything  like 
jealousy  and  contention  in  reference  to  his  em- 
ployment. 

On  motion,  the  SenaVs  adjouraed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdkssdat,  May  17, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Sliceb. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  103,  grant- 
ing lands  equally  to  the  several  States,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  railroads  and  the  support  of 
schools.  The  pending  motion  is  to  recommit  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Hamilton]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

SUSPENSION  or  THK  SULB8. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  move  that  the 
mlee  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolvs 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upoii  Mr.  RicH- 
Aaoioii'i  motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  jnto  the 
Committee  of  the  Wnole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  in  the 
chair.) 

NEBRASKA  BILI.. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  In  order  be- 
fore the  committee  is  bill  No.  ii36,  bciiU' a  bill  to 
organize  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska; 
on  which  the  geniieman  from  Teimcssee  [Mr. 
RsadtI  is  entitwd  to 'the  floor. 

Mr.  READY,  after  a  few  preUminanr  observa- 
tions, said  the  committee  now  have  unasr  consid- 
eration the  Senate  bill  for  the  organization  of  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  fi^sos,  with  the 
amendment  proposed  in  lieu  thereof  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Territories.  He  to<A 
this  occasion  to  stale  that  he  preferred  the  Senate 
bill  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Ricbakdion;]  .ont  at  the  same  time  he 
sboald  not  be  very  serapnlous  in  looking  into 
every  minutin  of  the  biH,  so  as  to  hunt  out  objec- 
tions to  this  substitute.  Inasmuch  as  he  per- 
ceived the  amendment  embodies  the  great  princi- 
ple on  which  the  Senate  bill  is  based,  and  inas- 
much as  there  are  only  differences  on  points  of 
minor  importance,  he  was  willing  to  pass  them 
over,  and  was  willine  to  lake  either  the  Senate  bill 
er  the  amendment  offered  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  On  a  great  question 
like  this,  in  a  bill  embodying  so  many  p^vislons, 
it  walB  scarcely  to  be  expected  that,  where  so  many 
minds  were  brought  to  bear  iipon  it,  they  can-  all 
concur  in  every  nature;  but  if  it  is  found  that  the 
■eadmg  featvres  of  the  bill  u* correct,  thiwe  minor 
details,  he  thought^ould  be  set  aside. 


It  had  been  said  that  dlis  is  a  party  measure, 
that  it  is  an  Administialion  mfMSure,  and  that  ths 
bin  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  a  diatinguiithed 
member  of  that  body  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
his  own  vikiirS  with  regard  to  the  Presidency. 
How  these  things  are  heKYiew  not.  He  was  not 
in  the  secret  councils  to  which  perhaps  Other  gen- 
tlemen may  have  access.  He  only  knew  of  things 
relative  to  meaaUrcfa  Which  may  cdtae  befoi^  this 
body  from  the  provisions  contained  in  the  bills 
which  may  be  presented.  He  occupied  a  position 
different  from  that  of  the  Administration  tfhd  ths 
DAnoeratic  party  ih  this  House;  but  yet  he  did 
not  intend  Aow,  or  at  any  trade  hereaiter,  to  let 
bis  party  differences  with  any  set  of  gentlemen 
control  his  votes  on  national  measures. 

The  bill,  he  said,  involves  a  great  constitutional 
principle.  It  is  one  in  which  the  South  is  peeu- 
liorfy  interested,  and  directly  involves  thequestion 
of  State  sovereignty.  Strilte  out  the  great  prmei- 
ple  of  State  sovereignty,  and  the  superstructure  of 
the  Union  crumbles  into  ruins.  He  maintained 
the  confederated  States  have  no  right  to  restrict 
slavery  to  prescribed  limits;  for  a  Territory  is  a 
State  in  embryo,  and  so  continues  until  it  is 
ready  to  organize  itself  into  a  State  government, 
and  ask  for  admission  imo  the  Union. 

He  reviewed  the  history  of  the  enactment  of  ths 
Missouri  act  of  1820,  contending  it  was  not  im- 
posed bythe  South  on  the  North. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE  said,  that  for  a  few  days 
paat  this  body  had  presented  to  the  American 
people  a  remarkable  and  significant  speclacle. 
Their  daily  deliberations,  for  a  week  past,  had 
been  a  striking  commentary  upon  those  assurances 
wtlich  the  Democratic  party  had  given  to  ths 
American  people,  and  that,  loo,  when  that  party 
was  being  borne  into  power,  as  was  allegM,  by 
the  conservative  Ad  national  sentiment  of  the 
country.  Were  tmy  not  now,  and  had  they  not 
for  a  week  past  been  furnishing  to  sectional  agi- 
tation a  powerftil  and  conclusive  argument  ?  Had 
they  not  fortheiask'few  months,  and  especially  for 
the  last  few  days,  been  engaged  in  bartering 
away  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  for  that 
which  they  would  scorn  to  receive,  and  against 
whioh  the  voice  of  the  largest  portion  of  the  Union 
had  been  heard  in  tones  of  loud  and  indignant 
opposition,  and  against  which  many  others  of  the 
other  portion  had  protested  in  low  murmurs  of 
sorrow  and  complaint?  Had  they  not  for  a  few 
days  past  been  attempting  to  force  upon  an  un- 
willing people  a  measure  for  which  they  had  never 
asked?  He  asked  Union  loviiig  men,  men  of  the 
North  and  Sooth,  to  consider  well  their  interests, 
and  not  now,  or  hereafter,  hastily,  for  party  par> 
poses,  or  individual  ambition,  consign  those  in- 
terests to  jeopardy  or  ruin. 
-  Se  then  argued  at  length  to  prove  that  the 
Minouri  compromise  of  1890  was  adopted  by 
southern  votes,  and  that  it  Was  a  compact. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missouri,  advocated  the  bill. 
He  said,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  that  the 
Missouri  oofflpromise  did  not,  as  it  had  been  as- 
serted, give  repose  to  a  distracted  country.  Did 
not  the  North,  tie  asked,  repudiate  it  one  year 
afterwards,  so  for  u  they  could,  by  a  majority  of 
their  votes?  Wha^nerthem  man  will  deny  it? 
The  record  proves  it.  The  bill ,  he  argued ,  would 
be  a  means  of  preserving  the  Union,  by  keeping 
Uic  ootratry  from  fotare  slavery  agitation,  ana 
onishingthe  hydra-headed  monster  of  fanaticism, 
which  have  so  long  agitated  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  He  replied  to  thespeeeh  of  Mr.  Bbnton, 
heretofore  delivered,  and  said  that  opposition  to 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  was  an 
abolition  movement. 

Mr.  PARKER  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  suggest!  that  we  Uke  a 
recess  of  an  hour,  and  byinat  time  members  will 
ntum  hsre.  If  we  have  these  eoriy  adjournments, 
gentlemen  will  not  get  in  all  the  spesches  they  de- 
sire. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  do  not  desire  to  speak  to* 
day,  and  will  yield  the  floor -to  any  other  gentle- 
man who  may  wish  to  address  the  committee  this 
evening. 

The  CHA IRM  AN.  Does  the  gentteman  from 
Indiana  insist  upon  his  motion  that  the  committee 
rise  ? 

Mr.  PARKER.  Not  against  the  will  Of  the 
committee.  Ifsnyothergenueman  wishes tospeak, 
livill  yicMthefloor,  whEthe  nnderkianding  that  1 
am  to  occupy  it  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  FARLEY.  I  mov*  that  the  eommitue 
riae. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  wootd  uk  the 
Chair,  if  that  motion  fail*,  whether  it  would  not 
be  in  order  to  move  that  the  oommittee  talce  a  re- 
cce* for  an  hour  or  two? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  trust,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  is  unwilline  to  proceed  now,  that  some 
other  gentleman  wilt  take  the  floor,  and  proceed 
with  the  diaeassioD. 

Mr.  WALiSH.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  withdraw  my  motion,  as 
there  is  en  understanding  made  by  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  |Mr.  Bennitt]  is  to  take 
the  floor. 

Mr.  W  /ILSH.  We  have  been  repeatedly  told 
that  there  were  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  de- 
sired to  express  their  views  upon  this  subject.  Let 
them  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so  until  ten  o'clock 
at  nighi;  but  there  appears  to  be  a  scarcity  of 
speakers. 

Mr  PARKER.  I  hare  been  trying  to  get  the 
floor  for  some  time;  and  the  gentfemao  wno  oc- 
cupied the  chair  on  yesterday  assured  me  that  I 
could  have  the  floor  to-morrow. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  geotleman  from  In- 
diana is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  WALSH.  You  had  better  proceed.  Make 
hay  while  the  sun  shines. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  will  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gen tiem an  from  New  Yorki  with  the  understanding 
that  I  shall  occupy  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  arrangement  has 
been  made  very  frequently  with  other  gentlemen, 
and  1  hope  it  will  be  permitted  with  my  colleague, 
as  be  is  too  unwell  to  speak  this  evening. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  hope  some  of  these  gentle- 
men who  are  so  anxious  to  SOidc  will  hurry  up. 

Mr.  BENNETT.    I  am  rlly  to  speak  now. 

Mr.  B.  then  viewed  the  proposed  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  compromise  as  an  attempt  to  extend  ela- 
very  over  territory  now  free,  and,  assuch,he  was 
opposed  to  it,  as  were  all  men  of  all  parties  and 
creeds  in  his  district.  Thisatlemptto  repeal  that 
compromise,  which  had  stood  for  so  many  years, 
and  which  was  made  for  the  settlement  of  a  great 
question,  had  been  brouehl  before  Congress  in  a 
very  singular  manner.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact 
that  this  Congress  was  not  elected  with  reference 
to  this  question,  it  was  elected  when  nobody 
dreamed  that  any  such  msasure  would  be  pro- 
posed as  the  one  under  consideration. 

He  then  argu  ed  against  the  bill ,  as  one  calculated 
to  renew  the  slavery  agitation,  and  as  altogether 
annecesaary.  He  denied  that  the  compromise  of 
1850  repealed  that  of  1830,  and  contended  that  the 
compromise  of  1830  was  a  compact. 

Mr.  STRAUB  obtained  the  floor.  « 

Mr.  BRECKINRI  DOE.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stbaob]  yield  me  the 
floor  for  a  moment  >  . 

Mr.  STRAUB  aesented. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  With  the  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  1  desire  to 
move  that  the  committee  do  nbw  take  a  recess 
nntil  six  o'clock. 

SeVeral  Mehbbrs.  No;  a#y  seven  o'clock. 
Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  My  object,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  making  this  motion,  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aSbrding  ample  opportunity  for  debate,  in 
order  that  there  mav  be  no  just  ground  for  saying 
that  time  was  not  allowed  tor  afi  to  discuss  this 
question.  I  therefore  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  take  a  recess  to  six  o'clock. 

A  Membek  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  Permit  roe  for  one  moment,  if 
you  please.  I  believe  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.    I  understood  thatthe 

Sntleman  from  Pennsylvania  yielded  me  the  floor 
at  I  might  make  the  motion  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted. 

Mr.  STRAUB.    I  will  explain  myself,  if  the 
f^ntleman  will  wait  a  moment.    1  have  no  objec- 
tion, Mr.  Chiunnan,  to  yield  for  an  adjournment, 
Erovided   there  is  an  understanding   that  I  will 
ave  the  floor  when  the  committee  meets  again. 
Several  Members.  .  Oh,  certainly,  you   will 

have  it.     

Mr.  WITTB.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  BkBCUitBroaB].to  say 
■even  o'clock  as  the  hour  at  which  the  committee 
■hail  reassemble. 


Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Very  well.  I  now 
move,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  committee  take  a 
recees  until  seveii  o'clock  this  evening,  to  meet 
again  with  the  understanding  that  no  business  is 
to  be  transacted,  but  that  members  are  to  speak 
on  the  Nebroeka  gueeuon. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  That  is  right;  we  wiU 
then  have  better  audiences,  and  everything  else. 

Mr.  SAGE.  It  strikee  me  that  we  have  been 
laboring  preuy  hard  this  week;  and  if  members 
are  to  remain  here  until  twelve  o'clock  to-night,  it 
will  be  quite  a  severe  lax  upon  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  remark 
that  there  is  no  quorum  present;  and  if  a  division 
is  called  upon  the  motion,  it  must  fail. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  call  for  a  division  upon  the 
motion.  If  there  is,  however,  a  desireon  the  part 
of  any  gentlemen  to  epeak,  I  do  not  wish  to  throw 
any  obstruction  iry  their  way. 

Mr.  SAGE.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  too 
thin  a  House  to  justify  us  In  taking  a  recess. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  Will  the  Chair  be  kind  enough 
to  state  the  question  now  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thejnotion  submitted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,'  [Mr.  Bbecein- 
aiDOB,}  by  the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stravb,]  was,  that  the  com- 
mittee take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock.  And  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hdobei]  moves 
that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  Then  I  claim  to  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  WITTE.  I  was  afiout  to  state,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Stradb] 
yielded  the  floor  only  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  submit  a  motion 
that  the  committee  take  a  recess,  and  not  to  a 
motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  I  take  this  occasion  to  say, 
that  if  there  be  any  gentleman  here  in  the  minor- 
ity upon  thia  particular  question  who  wishes  to 
make  a  speech,  for  him  1  will  yield  the  floor,  but 
to  no  one  else. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  to  yield  for  a  motion  that 
the  committee  riee. 

Mr.  STRAUB.    No,  sir. 

The  CHA IRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  insist  upon  his  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee take  a  recess  ? 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  My  only  object  in 
submitting  the  motion  was  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity for  fuller  discussion;  but  as  those  gentlemen 
from  whom  I  supposed  the  proposition  would 
receive  a  favorable  consideration  object  to  it,  I 
withdraw  the  motion,  in  order  thatthe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  may  proceed  now. 

Mr.  STRAUB.  1  do  not  wish  to  press  upon 
the  committee  the  few  remarks  which  I  have  to 
ofler.  i  am  willing  that  the  committee  shall  take 
a  recess,  but  I  am  not  willing  that  it  shall  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  there  is  no 
quorum  present;  and  if  the  motion  to  lake  a  recess 
should  be  put,  under  a  call  foradivision,  it  would 
necessarily  be  lost.  The  committee  can  rioe,  how- 
ever, without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  STRAUB  said  that  he  could  discover  no 
occasion  for  bitter  and  unkind  feelings  on  this 
snbjset.  He  had  looked  at  the  bill,  and  examined 
its  provisions,  and  could  see  in  it  merely  the  great 
principle  of  the  people  to  govern  themsdvea. 
Pass  this  bill,  of  the  success  of  which  he  had  no 
doubt,  and  the  ambitious  and  enterprising  men  of 
the  esBtern,  northern,  wealem,  and  middle  States, 
will  take  possession  of  every  inch  of  the  Terri- 
tory. The  only  reason  he  could  eee  for  his  southern 
brethren  standing  by  the  bill  was,  that  they  go 
for  the  principle.  They  stand  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, where  every  man  stands  who  shall  vote  for 
the  biU. 

Mr.  WADE  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  trust  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  give  way  until  I  can  submit  a  mo- 
tion* 

Mr.  WADE.    1  yield. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  then  move  that  th*e 
committee  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock. 

The  qaestion  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly,  at  five  o'clock  and 
thirty  minutes,  agreed  to  take  a  recess  until  seven 
o'clock,  p.  m. 


EVENINO  SESSION. 
The  committee,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
motion  that  the  committee  take  a  recess,  reassem- 
bled at  seven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  about  a  dozen  mem- 
bers being  present. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Wade]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  With  the  permission- 
of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Wade,]  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise.  U  is  too  bad  to  compel  a 
member  to  epeak  U>  so  small  an  audience. 

The  queetion  was  put:  and  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

M^  WADE  then  look  the  floor,  and  addressed  . 
theomnmitteean  hour  in  opposition  to  the  biJI, 
He  reviewed  its  provisions  to  show  its  inconsis- 
tencies, and  termed  it  a  deceitful  and  lying  bill. 
Its  object  was  to  make  slavers  a  domestic  institu- 
tion in  these  contemplated  Tmitories,  and  never 
before  had  it  been  asked  to  establish  slavery  north 
of  the  line  of  3SP  30*.  If  they  would  amend  ths 
bill,  and  say  that  the  population  of  these  Terri- 
tories should  determine  their  institutions  for  them- 
selves by  popular  vote,  then  he  would  cease  his 
feeble  opposition  to  this  measure,  and  cease  to 
sgitate  the  question  before  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try; but  they  should  not  determine  the  color  of 
the  people  who  were  to  take  this  lairge  region  into 
their  hands.  The  law  which  excluded  slavery 
from  these  Territories  was  binding  by  law;  but  a 
compromise,  which  had  for  its  object  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  poor  black  man,  was  void  before 
Heaven  and  earth, 

Mr.  BANKS  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  If  the  gentleman  will  give 
way,  I  will  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  BANKS.     I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  does  not  desire  to  go  on  now,  I 
hope  he  will  give  way  for  soms  one  eiss  to  speak 
to-night. 

'  Mr.  BANKS.  If  another  gentleman  desires 
to  epeak  to-night,  I  wilOTeld  to  him  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  I  have  tlie  floor  for.  the  morning. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  understand  that  the  floor 
had  been  assigned  to  Mr.  Pabkeb,  of  Indiana, 
for  the  morning. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  noniefa 
understanding. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  That  undeiatandinf^  was 
entered  into  by  the  gentleman  who  occupied  the 
chair  in  the  morning  seesion,  [Mr.  Stantoh,  of 
Tennessee.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understood 
ths  arrangement  to  he  that  Mr.  Burxi  was  to  have 
the  floor  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  BANKS,  I  am  willing  to  a^ede  to  the 
arrangement  that  Mr,  Pareer  shan  have  ths 
floor  m  the  morning, if  that  was  the  understand- 
ing. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
there  was  no  such  understanding. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  Chair apnounecd 
the  result — ayes  17,  noes  16. 

Mr,  BRECKIN  RI DGE.  I  would  inquire  how 
the  Chair  votes  ?  If  he  votes  in  the  negative,  tb« 
motion  will  be  lost. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  votes  in  the 
■flirmative. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  theSpcaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  thr  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  staM  of 
the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Union  generally,  and  particularly  House 
bill  No.  336,  entitled  "  An  act  to  organize  the 
Territories  of  Nebraaka  and  Kansas,"  but  bad 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  PRINGLE.  I  move'  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  molioK 
was  agrsed  to. 

Thercnpon  the  House  adjourned  (at  eight 
o'clodc  and  five  minutes,  p.  m.,)  until  to-morrow 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thorsdat,  May  18,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Hewrt  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  yeeterday  was  read  and  approved. 
JUDICIAL  SrSTEM. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  amend- 
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ment,  by  way  of  a  subatituu,  whieli  I  intend  to 
offer  for  thajull  which  has  been  reported  by  the 
CommitteeVB  the  Judiciary,  to  modiry  and  amend 
the  judicial  ■yaiem  of  the  United  Slates.  Itisan 
important  subject;  and  I  hare  some  views  not 
exactly  in  liarmony  with  the  provisions  o^the 
bill  reported .  I  cannot  flatter  myself  that  I  should 
be  able  to  present  an  entire  bill,  but  I  desire  totav 
my  amendment  on  the  table,  and  have  it  printed. 

The  order  to  print  was  made. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BRODHEA  D.  I  g^esent  the  memorial  of 
Alexander  J.  Atocha.  He  complains  of  the  action 
of  ilie  laie  Board  of  Commissioners  on  claims 
against  Mexico.  It  was  formerly  presented,  and 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  which  recently 
made  a  report  upon  that  subject.  This  select 
committee,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  then  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  was 
equally  divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  claim.  He 
now  presents  his  memorial,  setting  forth  the  facts, 
'and  asks  that  the  case  be  again  considered.  He 
also  presents  additional  proofs  and  documents  in 
support  of  the  claim.  I  ask  that  it  be  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  n  petition  of  citi- 
cens  of  the  parish  of  Calcasieu,  Louisiana,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Calcasieu  river,  in  that  Su^;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANMING  COHHITTEIi. 

Mr.  M  A  LLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  submitted  a  report  to  accompany  the  bill 
to  improve  the  naval  service;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed.  • 

Mr.  MALLORY  submitted  a  motion  to  print 
threehund  red  additional  copies  of  the  above  report; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

PATENT  Orms  REPORT. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr.  Brodbbad]  has  now  returned,  and  I 
should  therefore  like  to  call  up,  at  this  time,  the 
motion  madebyhimto  reconsider  the  voft  adopting 
.  the  resolution  respecting  the  publication  of  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  additional  copies  of 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  Patent  Office  report. 

Mr.  BROUHBAD.  1  am  quite  ready  myself 
to  give  the  reasons  why  I  moved  to  reconsider  the 
resolution  alluded  to  by  my  honorable  friend  from 
Michigan;  but,  sir,  I  should  much  prefer  that  the 
Senate  would  proceed,  in  the  first  instance,  with 
thf  subject  of  printing  the  debates.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  proper  to  dispose  of  that  mat- 
ter first.  It  was  very  fully  discussed,  as  I  under- 
stand, yesterday  allernoon,  and  can  be  disposed 
of  without  muclt  debate.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
.  we  had  better  dispose  of  that  matter  before  we 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  Patent  Office 
report. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  If  the  morning  business  be 
through,  1  should  like  to  move  to  lake  up  the  res- 
olution referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  the  view  of  disposing  of  the  subject 
this  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  withdraw  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  cannot  see  what  relation 
one  subject  has  to  another,  but  I  am  very  willing 
to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  gentleman.  1 
therefore  withdraw  my  motion. 

SENATE  REPORTINO. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  unfinished  basi- 
nesa  of  yesterday  will  now  be  taken  up.  It  is  a 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  in  relation 
to  ths  publication  of  the  debates  of  the  Senate. 
The  pending  question  is  on  the  motion  to  refer 
that  resolution,  with  the  amendment  proposed,  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  yeas  and  nays  wsre  called 
for. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  shall  vote  for  the  referencs  of 
the  resolution  to.the  Committee  on  Printing.  I 
am  in  favor  of  its  object.  I  presume  there  can  be 
no_  doubt  that  the  Olobe  does  not  receive  a  suf- 
ficient compensation  for  the  labor  performed  in  the 
Senate,  and  I  am  very  willing  to  increase  it.  So 
flir  as  the  printing  of  the  debates  in  ths  other 
papers  of  this  city  is  concerned,  I  have  no  sort  of 
objection  to  that.    I  think  it  is  not  nscessary  to 


pay  for  a  dnplicats  reporter.  The  debates  may 
just  as  well  be  taken  from  the  Globe  and  published 
in  the  other  papers.  I  think  it  perfectly  right  and 
proper  that  some  system  should  be  adopted,  so 
that  the.  readers  of  ths  journals  may  be  informed 
of  the  debates  and  prociediogs  of  the  Senate.  • 

As  to  any  matter  of  expense,  it  is  inconsider- 
able compared  with  the  spreading  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  before  the  people 
generally.  Under  such  oircumstancss  1  havs  no 
objection  as  t«  the  amount  proposed.  There  is, 
however,  a  seijous  objection  to  the  proposition; 
and,  if  I  am  compelled  to  voteOn  the  resolution  in 
its  present  form,  I  must  vote  against  it.  The 
method  adopted  by  it  to  Mmpensate  the  Globe,  is 
to  take  ninety-one  copies  for  each  meiaber. 

Mr.  BROWN.    Eighty-one. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Eighty-one  besides  the  twelve 
which  are  taken  now.  It  would  then  be  ninety- 
three  to  each  Senator.  That  will  embarraaa  us; 
and  1  should  be  glad  if  the  Committee  on  Printing 
wobid  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 
adopt  some  other  method  than  to  take  the  enor- 
mous number  of  ninety-three  copies  of  ths  Globe 
and  Appendix  for  each  Senator;  and  therefore  I 
shall  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  resolution  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  if  we  are  to 
keep  up  the  system  of  reporting,  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  to  ao  something  like  what  is  proposed 
by  the  resolution.  The  trueplan  would  be  to  pay 
one  paper  for  reporting,  and  the  others  for  pub- 
lishing, the  debates  and  proceedings.  The  sys- 
tem would  not  be  complete,  if  we  were  to  pay  only 
to  have  them  reported,  because  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  publish  them  that  the  public  may  g^  hold 
of  them;  and  to  do'that  the  true  mode  is  to  make 
a  contract  with  the  leading  papers  of  ths  city, 
and  pay  them  for  their  publication  as  is  bsre  pro- 
posed. 

If,  on  the 'other  hand,  the  Senate  should  eoms 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  reporting  system  is  not 
a  good  ons,  I  should  be  willing  to  abolish  it  alto- 
gether; for  I  believe  there  is  much  to  be  said  on 
Both  sides.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  dcsir- 
abls  that  full  reports  should  be  had,  to  show  the 
rsasona  and  grounds  of  our  legislation,  i  think  it 
is  obvious,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  system 
introduces  more  speaking  than  we  otherwise  would 
have,  and  perhaps  deteriorates  its  character.  1 
think  the  tendency  of  the  system  is  to  change  it 
into  a  sort  of  essay  writing;  but  still  I  think  there 
is  no  mistake  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  other  House  to  have  their  proceedings  re- 
ported .  If  so,  I  am  willing  to  go  ths  further  length 
of  paying  the  papers  to  publish  them ;  and  in  doing 
so  1  would  stats  to  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Stdart,]  that  I  by  no  means  think  that  1  am 
indorsing  the  editorials  of  any  one,  or  of  all  of 
them,  by  merely  paying  them  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate.  So  far  from  indorsing 
anything  which  is  calculated  to  reflect  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  I  would  be  as  far 
from  doing  that  as  he  is;  for  I  bslieve  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  is  earnestly  intent  upon 
carrying  out  the  principles  upon  which  hs  was 
brought  into  power.  I  ihiiAt  hjs  itoune  upon  the 
Nebraska  bill  and  the  indigsnt  insane  land  bill, 
which  ars  the  two  great  practical  issues  of  the 
session,  has  been  manly,  straightforward,,  and 
wis*.  At  the  same  time,  I  believe  be  has  srrcd  in 
relation  lo  the  distribution  of  patronage;  bnt  what- 
ever errors  there  may  have  been,  I  believe  they 
were  committed  with  the  very  best  intsntions. 
Therefore,  I  vote  without  meaning  to  express  any 
opinion  with  regard  to  this  or  ihatMitorial  |n  sither 
of  the  papers.  I  believe  it  is  better,  if  we  keep 
up  the  system  of  reporting,  to  have  the  debates 
published  in  the  three  leading  papers  of  the  city, 
if  they  will  do  it.  The  only  point  of  doubt  and 
difficulty  which  I  have,  is  in  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  extra  Globes  which  it  is  proposed  u>  take. 
I  do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  giving  more 
than  we  ought  to  give  to  that  one  paper.  1  am 
willing  to  compensate  its  proprietor  justly  and 
amply  for  his  services;  and  the  only  question  that 
I  have  m  as  to  the  measure  of  the  compensation. 
The  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Jobmiom]  has 
examined  this  question,  and  so  has  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Fitzpatrick.]  We  have 
heard  from  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  Ths  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas,  I  think,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
this  is  not  too  much.  I  see  him  in  his  seat,  and 
perhaps  he  can  salisty  my  mind  on  the  point. 


Mr.  BBIOHT.  I  concor  entirely  in  aU  that 
has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  and 
I  am  very  sorry  that  the  debate  yesterday  took  a 
direction  which  woold  lead  to  the  inference  that 
any  Senator  here  is  governed  by  anything  like 
unkind  feeling  towards  the  Administration,  in  ad- 
vocating the  resolution  which  is  now  before  us. 
Nothing  of  the  kind,  at  any  rate,  entered  into  my 
breast. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  exiend'this  debate.  I 
am  very  anxious  Aat  the  resolution  should  be 
voted  upon.  I  accepted  the  proposition  of  ths 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stvart,]  under  the 
impression  that,  if  1  did  so,  there  woold  be  no 
serious  objection  to  it.  I  «m  now  satisfisd  that 
my  original  proposition  is  greatly  embarrassed  by 
the  amendment  oflTered  for  die  benefit  of<the  Globe; 
but  I  am  farther  satisfied,  Mr.  President,  after  a 
very  thorough  examination  of  the  subject,  that  the 
extra  copies  proposed  to  be  ordered  will  not  pro- 
vide more  than  a  fair  compensation  to  temunerats 
the  proprietor  of  that  paper  for  the  services  ws 
require  at  his  hands. 

I  hope  the  resolution  will  not  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  for  I  have  no  idea,  from 
the  exhibition  which  we  have  had  on  the  floor, 
that  that  committee  would  be  ablftto  agree  upon 
a  report;  and,  furthermore,  we  understand  the 
subject  thoroughly,  and  can  dispose  of  it  without 
the  assistance  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BA  DGER.  Mr.  Preeident,  I  agree  entirfly 
in  what  has  been  said  by  my  friend  from  Virginia, 
that  if  we  are  to  have  any  system  by  which  ths 
Senate  proposes  to  publish  its  debates,  the  one 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  in  its  present  form, 
uHree  from  every  reasonable  obieetion.  It  pro- 
poses to  have  one  reporter,  and  I  think  it  can  ad- 
mit of  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who 
haa  at  all  turned  his  attention  to  this  subject,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive,  and  vain  to  expect,  any 
better  system  of  reporting  than  that  which  is  fur- 
nished by  the  propnetor  of  the  Globe.  That  being 
the  ease,  by  having  this  one  reporter  we  accom- 
plish the  desirable  object  of  having  the  reports 
prepared,  and  printed  with  every  imaginable  se- 
cunty  that  they  will  be  a  fair  representation  of 
what  passes  here — fair  not  only  in  substance,  but 
fair  in  detail. 

Having  procured  that,  the  next  object  is  to  have 
these  reports  spread  before  the  country.  They 
are  not  published  for  our  reading.  They  att  not 
intended  to  inform  us  of  what  passes  here.  They 
ars  intended,  as  far  as  possible,  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  for  whom  ws  act, 
and  the  States  which  we  represent,  and  to  which 
we  are  rssponsible,  to  understand  what  is  said 
and  done  here  by  their  representatives.  In  order 
to  accomplish  that,  this  rssolution  proposes  that 
thtA'eports,  thus  carefully  and  faithfully  prepared, 
shall  be  published  in  the  three  leading  papers  here. 
Surely  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  more  rea- 
sonablv^hon  this.  We  get  rid  of  an  unnecessary 
expense,  involved  in  maintaining  two  or  three 
corps  of  rsponeia;  we  insure  at  once  aeeuiacy 
and  unity  in  the  presentations  of  the  discussions 
that  take  place  here,  and  upon  moderate  terms  wd 
sscorealso  the  widest  practieabis  diffusion  of  these 
reports  throughout  the  whole  country.  Now,  eir, 
in  connection  with  this  subject,  I  think  that  if  we 
are  to  make  any  provision  for  publishing  ths  ds- 
batee  of  this  body,  no  plan  more  fair,  and  no  plan 
more  economical,  can  be  adopted  by  the  Senate; 
therefore,  if  the  system  of  reporting  is  to  be  con- 
tinoedt  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of  the'  resolution 
which  has  been  submitted. 

There  is  another  and  a  distinct  question  into 
which  I  do  not  enter.  I  refer  to  the  suggestion 
thrown  oat  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  whether 
it  is,  upon  the  whole,  wise  to  have  any  provision 
made  for  the  reports  at  all?  I  think  that  matter 
is  settled.  The  Senate  intends  to  have  its  debates 
reported,  and  the  only  queetion  for  us  is  as  to  the 
best  and  most  economical  method. 

Now,  with  renrd  to  the  mode  in  which  it  is 
propoeed  to  make  some  additional  compensation 
to  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe,  who  has  completed 
this  aamiroble  system  of  reporting,  1  have  two 
remarks  to  make.  The  first  is  this:  I  believe  no 
gentleman  can  have  any  reasonable  doabt  that 
the  preeent  arrangement  of  the  Senate  does  not 
furnish  ths  desired  compensation.  That  I  take 
to  be  clear,  both  upon  the  little  obssrvation  which 
1  have  been  able  to  make  of  it,  and  URon  the  clear 
and  decided  opinion  of  my  frisod  firoin  Arkansas, 
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ttiHl  th«  mher  |c«tltM«i  who  hove  had  ftiH  op- 
portunitlM  of  invcuipition. 

The  Mcend  observation  which  I  wish  to  make 
OB  'this  point  IB,  that  i  prefer  the  method  of  givinff 
thai  increased  eoropenaation  which  is  proposed 
by  this  resolution  to  any  Other  method.  It  remn- 
'  neratM  the  reporter.  It  enables  this  establishment 
'to  go  on  SDcneMfuHy,  and  without  entailing  upon 
its  proprietor  a  Iosn  which  he  should  not  swtter, 
and  it  does  it  by  fhnrishin^ttLihe  members  of  this 
body  largely  increased  facilitAs  for  di>tribatin|;  in 
a  iMrmaneiit  form,  and  putting  into  the  possession 
of  a  lu«e  proportion  or  their  constituents,  the  au- 
thorised^ pobtished  reports  of  the  discussions  and 
procetdings  of  this  body.  For  the  day,  or  for  the 
hour,  diat  tMf  be  a  matter  of  smaH  importance, 
but  1  hatip  found,  ind  I  do  not  doubt  that  other 
gentlemen  in  this  body  have  found  the  same  thing, 
a  Tery  consideitible'diAeuhy,  often  in  not  being 
able  to  refer  to  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  this 
bodyi  as  w«il  m  ot  the  other  House  of  Congress, 
in  days  gone  by. 

We  find  it  important  to  ascertain  tiie  views  and 
opinioits  entertained  b^  ihoae  who  have  preceded 
us.  It  ib  sometimes  difficult,  or  occasionally  im- 
peealble  to  ascertain,  for  want  of  ready  and  con- 
venient source*  of  recurrence,  what  those  debates 
and  opinions  have  been .  Let  us  then ,  sir,  by  th  is 
proceeding  secure  at  least  for  hereafter  an  oppor- 
tiuity  of  judging  what  have  been  the  views,  the 
opinions,  and  the  ooorse  of  policy  indicated  and 
supported  by  the  present  members  of  tliia  body. 
I  tnist  I  do  not  ntace  any  ezageerBted  estimate 
upon  the  value  of  what  we  aay,  but  at  least,  Mr. 
Preeidem,  I  do  not  think  it  is  just  to  depreciate 
otirseives  so  much  as  to  imagine  that  in  times  to 
uome  those  who  succeed  ue  willnot  be  desirous  to 
fcnuw,  and  may  net  at  least  sometimes  learn ,  too, 
with  advantage  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for 
the  countrjr,  the  diaeussioDS  which  nay  faavs 
laken  place  in  this  body. 

Having  said  this,  sir,  i^  seems  to  me  that  it  fol- 
lows there  ia  no  necessity  for  a  reference  of  this 
resohitioB.  I  see  no  advantage  to  aeeroe  from  it. 
The  suftjeot  is  fuHy  in  the  posaesaion  of  the  Sen- 
ate, if  the  Senate  is  opposed  to  the  system,  vote 
down  the  resolution.  If  the  Senate  is  in  fcvor  of 
the  system,  in  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  mate- 
rially Improved  in  its  details  by  the  labors  of  any 
eommittee.  Therefore,  so  far  as  I  am  concernea, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  reference,  and  in  favor  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  fatigue 
this  body,  and  as  I  do  cot  wish  to  fatigue  myeelf, 
I  shall  net  undertake  the  labor  which  would  na- 
'cessarily  be  imposed  upon  me  if  I  shouM  enter 
upon  this  subject  in  every  aspect  in  which  it  pre- 
■enu  itself.  It  involves  much  to  which  I  sWll 
not  refer.  I  shaUosnCnemyself  toa  few  fadia  to 
which  I  desire  sapecially  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate. 

The  resolution,  oa  it  stands,  smbracesitwo  sep- 
arate and  distinct  aubjsets;  and  before  the  vote  is 
taken  I  shall  caH  for  c division  of  the  question. 
One  portion  of  it  retatesezolusirely  to  the  report- 
ing of  the  debates  and  proceedings,  sad  the  print- 
ing them  in  the  Globe.  ^The  other  portion  relates 
to  printing  the  debates  in  the  city  papers  only. 

It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  an  omnibua  resolution; 
for  it  embraces  matters  wliich  do  not  neeeasarily 
stand  together,  and,  as  they  are  capable  of  divis- 
ion, I  shall  ask  that  they  be  divided. 

The  Senator  from  Viiginia  spoke  of  the  cost  of 
the  Congressional  Qlobe,  and  the  method  in  which 
that  cost  should  bedistributed,  or,  in  ether  woids, 
as  to  the  compensation  to  be  received  by  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix: 
and  the  ot^otioa  of  the  Senator  from  Texas  was 
based  en  the  method  by  which  it  is  proposed  to 
pay  him,  because  it  allows  individual  members  of 
the  Senate  to  receive  a  large  number  of  the  Globe 
and  Appendix  for  distributiea.  Now,  sir,afUr 
having  considered  the  subject  maturely  and  la- 
boriously, I  mustsaythat  1  see  no  better  method, 
nor  any  so  good. 

We  must  do  something  with  that  establishment, 
or  we  shall  be  compelled  to  give  up  the  reporting 
and  printing  of  our  diebates.  The  gentleman  who 
ia  at  the  head  of  the  establishment  has  not  aaid 
he  willqnit  beoause  he  makes  nothing.  I  believe 
he  has  never  distinguished  himself  in  that  way. 
He  will  go  on  with  bis  contract  until  he  is  unable 
fo  go  further;  and  what  he  doss  do  ha  will  do  well. 
What  ho  has  doan  liM  alwayn  bsM  veil  dM*. 


In  regard  to  the  numbers  to  be  takeUjI  see  no 
better  method  which  can  be  pursued.  There  ore 
other  methods  by  which  it  can  be  done.  Two  or 
three  propositions  have  been  submitted  to  me, 
which,  if  necessary,  I  will  read.  I  have  exam- 
ine them  all  maturely.  'They  propose  to  pay 
him  for  the  Aiutre,  but  not  to  ma|tc  op  his  losses 
for  the  past.  At  the  beginning  of  thie  Congress 
he  had  lost  the  sum  of  ||40,000.  This  will  be 
seen  on  an  examination  of  his  fhcts.  I  have  ex> 
amined  them  carefully,  and  1  am  satisf  ed  of  the 
truth  of  what  be  says. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  The  Senator  aays  that  the 
proprietor  of  the  Globe  has  been  at  a  loss  of 
|40,000.  Is  that  for  this  Congress,  or  lor  the 
whole  perfAl  that  he' has  pursued  the  business^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    For  the  whole  period. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    How  many  years? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  canifot  give  the  exact  num- 
ber of  years;  it  has  been  certainly  some  four  or 
five.  Changes  in  the  price  of  work  and  materials 
have  gone  on,  and  he  is  going  on  losing  at  an  ac- 
celerated rate.  1  do  not  wish  unneceeeorily  to 
consume  time;  btU  I  can  produce  the  iteme  in 
proof  of  the  statement,  and  to  any  rational  man 
it  must  be  as  clear  as  sunlight. 

Sir,  it  will  be  well  to  advert  to  the  authority 
relied  upon  by  the  Senator  from  Alal>ama,  [Mr. 
Fitipatbick] — the  statement  and  calculation  of 
William  Towers  t  have  said  that  that  staUment 
is  unreliable.  Why,  eir,  there  are  errors  all  the 
way  through  it.  There  are  errors  that  I  have 
calculated;  and,  in  addition,  we  have  a  statement 
by  Mr.  Rives  pointing  out  ileerrors.  Mr.  Rives's 
sutement  has  been  piiUished  and  republished  for 
three  weeke;  it  has  been  standing  before  the  people 
for  investigntioD.  If  Mr.  Ritas  has  published  a 
false  sMtement,  he  is  not  worthy  of  recognition 
by  this  body,  or  to  be  intrueted  with  the  public 
records. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  yield  for  an  interrup- 
tion, but  certainly  net  for  an  argument. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  meant  to  have  stated, 
when  I  addressed  the  Senate  yesterday,  that  I 
had  another  eommtwieation  anstaining  the  former 
statement. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Establishing  it? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    So  I  understand. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  ExacUy.  A  full  answer  to 
Mr.  Towers  has  been  published  to  the  world,  and 
has  been  in  his  possession  for  three  weeks.  Per- 
haps the  honorable  Senator  has  got  an  answer  to 
it. 

.  Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  have  a  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Towers  explaining  the  facts. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Veiy  well?  I  have  th*  first 
document  furnished  by  Mr.  Towers,  giving  the 
result  of  his  investigation.     Mr.  Towers  is  a 

rrintOT,  and,  I  understand,  a  verjr  good  one.  But 
have  never  heard  of  his  managing  a  heavy  estab- 
lishment, which  is  a  very  differentliranch  of  busi- 
ness. He,  however,  waa  called  upon  to  make  a 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  which  ia 
relied  upon  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  with 
great  confidence.  If*gentlemen  will  give  me  their 
attention,  I  will  show  the  number  of  errors  with 
which  one  short  page  can  be  filled.  Mr.  Towers 
says: 

"  The  Congreprional  Globe  and  Ap^adix  ftar  the  TMrty- 
Becond  CongreM  siade  tiz  vdiunea,  and  an  acpeiat*  of 

Error  No.  1.  Th*  correct  number  of  pages  is 
5,454. 

"  The  labKiipliaii  price  !•  f9  fbr  each  Coogren.  The 
aenue  now  ukei  744  coplei,  and  il  t>  propoaed  to  take 
5,644  copiei,  being  (n  increue  of  4,090  copin." 

There  is  an  error  again.  Instead  of  5,644,  it 
etood,  on  the  papers  that  were  before  him,  5,712. 

"Theini|nii7of  Govemor  FnxTt.ntcK  ii;  '  What  will 
the  net  cut  to  the  primer  be  of  the  4,930  iddiiional  copiei  I' 
Tlie  answer  to  this  queation  ia  baaed  upon  the  data  above 
laeoUaned. 

•tfnawar. 
TbeoaMorpaper,(3,473reaina,at94  per  ream,)  913,860.  >> 

Here  is  mother  error.  Inetead  of  3,473  reame 
it  is  3,480  reama,  and  455  sheet*,  showing  that  he 
has  not  proceeded  with  any  strict  accuracy. 
There  is  also  an  error  in  regard  to  the  price  of  the 
paper.  Instead- of  A4  a  ream— and  he  knew 
It;  he  could  not  have  helped  knowing  it— the  very 
loweat  price  is  |4  80  a  ream;  and  you  wnnot 
possibly  get  paper  during  thia  seesion  of  Congress 
fori***.    Mr. Rivs*  ho*  his  bilfai,  and  they  show 
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that  he  has  sometimes  to  pay  |6  SO  a  ream.  Thus 
we  have  specimens  of  the  kind  of  estimate  upon 
which  my  honorable  friend  from  jmbama  ha* 
based  his  represemations.  Calculate  the  paper  at 
fi  80  instead  of  (4  a  ream,  and  it  makes  the 
I  agpregate  cost  $16,708  55,  instead  of  f  13,880. 
The  next  item — and, sir,  each  item  seema  to  bo 
a  gtosa  and  special  error— is  the  following: 

"  The  «o«i  of  preas-wark,  (13,038  tokena,  at  30  centa  per 
token,)  93,911  40."  • 

Thia,  sir,  is  a  most  preposterous  representation. 
Why,  sir,  the  clerk  of  ^e  Superintendent  of  Prinu 
ing,  who  made  this  report,  knows  that  his  own 
brothers,  who  are  printers  in  this  city,  are  print- 
ing for  Mr.  Rivea  at  fifty  centa  a  token  as  a  bvor, 
when  their  machinery  and  hands  have  nothing 
else  to  do.  Thirty  cents  a  token  !  Why,  when 
we  look  at  every  contracWhat  Congress  ha* 
made  in  regard  to  printing,  except  that  mads 
with  Mr.  Ritchie,  we  find  that  one  dollar  a  token 
was  paid.  Mr.  Ritchie  received  fifiy-ihrte  cents 
a  token  for  his  printing,  and  he  came  back  to' 
Congress  and  announced  the  fact  that  he  was 
ruined,  totally  ruined  by  it,  and  asked  for  relief. 
Congress  then  gave  him  over  one  dollar  a  token 
and  still  he  proclaimed  to  the  world  ih&t  he  had  not 
been  saved  from  loss.  Although  this  waa  the  case, 
Mr.  Towers  sits  down  and  makes  a  calculation 
at  thirty  centa  a  token !  What  ia  a  token  ?  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  impresninna  taken  from  th* 
press.  And  Mr.  Towers  calculates  13,038  tokenst 
but  even  in  thaT  his  figures  are  wrong.  It  is  13,367 
tokens.  Taking  that  at  his  own  calculation,  it 
would  make  a  mistdKr,  for  the  true  amount,  in- 
stead of  13,911  wooM  be  |4,0I0  10. 

Now,  what  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  his 
statements  and  deductions?  It  is  well  known 
that  we  have  never  hti  the  work  done  at  leas  than 
one  dollar  a  token,  except  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Ritchie's  contract,  and  that  he  abandoned,  and  we 
had  to  give  him  more  than  one  dollar,  after  legis- 
lating for  four  months  In  the  subject.  It  is  thus 
evident  that  Mr.  Towers  makes  a  clear  mistake 
in  that  calculation,  upon  a  single  eetimate,  of 
nearly  |10,000.  On  this  subject,  to  satisfy  my 
own  mind,  I  addressed  each  of'^the  printers  in  this 
city.'  I  called  upon  them  to  know  at  what  rale* 
they  would  print  for  me,  and  the  average  price 
which  they  proposed  was  |1  06  a  token.  One 
declined  to  give  me  an  answer,  but  said  that  he 
would  print  for  me  all  that  I  wished  for  nothing. 
He  aupposed  that  it  was  merely  some  little  print- 
ing that  I  wished  to  have  done,  and  he  was  will- 
ing to  do  it  for  nothine,  out  of  his  persona)  kind 
feelings  for  me;  but  the  average  answer  that  I 
vceived  was  (1  06  a  token,  for  this  very  item 
which  Mr.  William  Towera  sets  down  at  thirty 
cents.  His  brothers,  when  they  hare  leisure, 
print  for  Mr.  Rives,  as  a  matter  of  favor,  for  fifty 
cents  a  token,  which  is  sixty-six  and  two  thirds 
per  cent,  more  than  be  says  Mr.  Rives  con  afibrd 
to  do  it  for  himself. 

Now,  1  ask,  wKat  confidence  is  to  be  put  in 
estimates  like  these?  But  we  will  go  to  the  next 
point: 

The  cost  orfblding,  (13,038  lokeai,  at  I3eeata  per  token,) 

91)564  56. 

There  again  he  errs.  He  supposes  that  there 
are  13,038  tokens  to  be  folded,  whereaa  the  num- 
ber folded  is  but  just  half,  both  sides  of  the  sheet 
being  printed.  Mr.  Towen  calculalea  for  folding 
13,038  tokens  at  twelve  cenu  a  token,  and  allow* 
Mr.  Rives  |1,564  56  for  it;  whereaa  the  number 
of  tokens  folded  was  but  6,519,  and  the  amount 
should  be  only  |783  28. 

The  aggregate  errora  in  these  calculation* 
amount  to  over  $13,000!  Mr.  Towera  then  pro- 
ceeds to  another  eatimate,  and  says: 

•<  The  avbaeription  price  of  Uie  4,890  addhioaal  eopiss," 
The  number  should  be  4,968, 
•■  u  99  per  copj,  would  be  944,980. " 

The  amount  should  be  |44,712. 

<<  The  cost  to  the  printer  would  be,  as  above,  919,355  98." 

It  ought  to  be  $21,520  67.    He  then  goes  en: 

'<  It  appears  (torn  the  lauen  efHr.  Rives,  and  [Uie  oaths 
oTJoUiers"—  . 

Here  are  the  oaths— I  will  not  detain  the  Senate 
by  reading  ihera— which  go  to  ahow  that  during 
the  firat  firiy-nine  days  of  this  session,  Mr. 
Rives  lost  upwards  of  three  dollara  «  column  on 
the  publishing  which  wa*  done  for  both  brancbea 
of  dmgnm.   1  want  to  caU  th*  «tt*ntion  of  tb* 
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Seuaior  from  Alabama  to  the  iact,  tkat  he  ha« 
Mudiouaiy  separated  the  consid^atioo  of  the  pu  blic 
printing  and  reporting  of  this  House  from  that 
of  the  other.  Sir,  i  treat  it  in  gross.  I  put  it  all 
together,  and  I  allege  that  these  losses  occurred 
from  the  whole,  and  not  from  this  body  alone. 
Upon  the  printing  and  reportingfor  both  braitches, 
he  has  lost,  and  is  losing,  ataJk  accelefated  rate. 

But  let  tts  again  look  at  the  kind  of  authority 
apon  which  my  friend  from  Alabama  leltea.  It 
seems  to  me  he  ought  to  have  examined  Mr. 
Rives's  letter  in  his  regard  for  right  which  1  know 
and  acknowledge  that  he  feels  as  sensibly  as  any- 
body. It  seems  to  me  it  was  most  inezcuaable 
that  he  did  not  exaoiine  it  at  once  end  satisfy  him- 
self about  it;  bat  I  am  informed  that  that  SJenator 
never  read  Mr.  Rives 's  staument.  Am  I  correct 
ia  reeard  to  thai? 

Mr.  FiTZPATRlCK.  You  are  correct  in  re- 
gard to  that.  1  have  not  had  time  to  look  into  all 
these  statements. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  regret  it,  for  if  you  had 
read  it,  1  feel  assured  there  is  much  in  it  ^ou  would 
have  taken  delight  in  readine.  I  say  this  because 
I  an)  satisfied  you  want  to  do  what  ia  right  and 
just. 

Mr.  Towers  says:  ■ 

■•  It  sppesra,  nmm  ike  lettera  of  Mr.  KivM  and  Mhen, 
that  a  large  InM  in  incurred  by  htm  at  prmeut  in  llie  eiecn- 
liou  ofhi.  coutracl  Willi  the  Seiwte." 

That  is  the  subject  upon  which  he  was  asked 
for  a  statement. 

"  And  he  saki  tbli  additional  ralifeription,  wtUch  be  anp- 
poM8  will  renmn<4rate  biia  for  his  labor  on  account  of  the 

Srofit  accruing  on  It.    How  flir  Ibe  prewnt  contract  with 
If.  Rivet  may  tw  remuiiRratlng,  or  ntherwiie,  would  re- 
quire much  time  and  labor  lo  aacertain." 

Sir,  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  Committee 
on  Printing  was  established  for,  if  it  was  not  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining?  I  'should  like  to 
know  what  they  referfed  a  commission  of  this 
character  to  that  q^erk  for,  unless  it  was  that  he 
should  take  that  trouble?-  That  is  ^hat  he  says 
after  having  made  this  wretched  and  erroneous  cal- 
culation, and  then  he  concludes: 

"  And  I  Italnk  it  would  be  Indelicate  In  me,  to  ray  the 
least,  to  express  any  opinion  I  may  entertain  upon  the  sub- 
ject until  I  am  prepared  to  asppott  it  by  fteu  and  Ogurea." 

What  makes  it  indelicate  in  him?  Why  wait 
until  he  has  prepared  the  facts  and  figures  ?  Sir, 
1  am  authorized  to  say  to  you  here,  that  the  whole 
of  that  printing  establishment,  its  books,  and  its 
most  private  concerns  were  open  to  him,  and  he 
was  invited  to  go  in  and  make  the  investigation, 
but  he  declined  to  do  it.  He  examined  but  a  por- 
tion of  its  business,  and,  on  seeing  the  manner  in 
which  the  speeches  were  altered  after  Ihey  were 
set  up,  he  said  "  why  thst  is  just  aa  bad  as  to  have 
it  ail  to  set  over  again."  They  said  to  him  "go 
on  and  examine  the  whole  establishment,  and  then 
report  the  facts  as  you  find  them."  He  declined 
to  do  it,  and  went  on  and  furnished  this  statement, 
at  the  end  of  which  he  says  it  would  be  indelicate 
ia  him  to  expcess  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a  loss 
was  sustained  or  not.  It  is  strange  that  he  should 
feel  this  delicacy  after  having  made  a  calculation 
which,  if  true,  would  utterly  destroy  the  veracity 
of  the  man  who  made  the  previous  statement; 
yet  it  is  true  that  when  he  comes  to  the  point  for 
which  the  subject  was  referred  to  him,  he  says  he 
thinks  it  a  matter  too  delicate  for  him  to  investi- 
gate. 

Mr.  President,  I  would,  if  it  were  possible,  es- 
cape from  an  examination  of  all  these  details,  but 
there  are  points  to  which  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  they  are  so 
plain  that  they  will  not  fail  to  create  a  sensation 
in  the  mind  of  every  man  who  listens  to  ths  state- 
ment of  them. 

1  have  before  me  the  printed  statement  of  Mr. 
Rives,  which  has  been  before  the  pabNe  and  in 
the  hands  of  every  printer  of  the  city  for  the  last 
three  weeks,  and  which  has  been  at  the  service  of 
every  Senator,  and  is  yet  to  be  had  hj  any  and 
every  Senator  who  chooses  to  make  the  investiga- 
tion. 1  will  turn,  for  instance,  to  this  item  of 
tokens,  concerning  which  I  have  made  a  few  re- 
marks:   Mr.  Rives  says: 

"  But  Meumi.  GalAlt  Seaton.it  appears,  convinced  the 
Congress  that  made  the  redncUon  m  twenty  per  cent,  on 
the  public  printing  that  they  could  not  stand  it,  end,  si  the 
end  of  that  Congress,  the  mreaty  per  cent,  was  rsaiored  lo 
them." 

That  is,  during  tlie  tim*  they  were  the  priDt«i3l, 
in  1841  and  18^ 


"This  gave  Ihem  f 4  W  |i>r  press  work  and  feldlngl'Bnd 
stabbnig  ftiiU  stilcliilig.     Deduct  leu  per  cent,  for  stabbing  ' 
and  slilcliing,  and  it  leaves  tneni  $3  96  a  t<iAren  for  pre,it)-  , 
work  and  fuldinc,  which  lacks  only  four  cents  of  being  eigU  ' 
Umn  oa  naoeb  aa  Mr.  Moore  now  allows  na"^ 

He  is  here  speaking  of  another  calculation, 
made  by  Mr.  Moore,  who  is  a  brother-in-law  of 
Mr.  Towers,  and  who  has  furnished  a  calculation 
which  Mr.  Rives  has  taken  great  pains  to  answer. 
— "  when  Ihe  wages  I  now  nay  to  printers  are  twenty  per 
cent,  higher  tbsn  Meesrs.  GalesSt  Seaton  paid  them." 

*'Mr.  Witlhim  Towers,  the  other  witness  who  liears  wit- 
ness against  ma,  is  Mr.  Moore*,  brotbar-ia-law,  and  their 
l>-attmouy  la  nearer  Uias  tluir  relaltonship  to  eacb  other. 
He  saya  Uw  presa-work  can  be  done  by  lue  for  Liiiny  ceu^ 
S^oAen,  and  the  folding  for  twelve  cents  a  token ;  making 
logeiher  fiVty-twoeeuis  a/otea  for  press-work  and  fxldiog. 
Mr.  Moon  said  hi  i9W"— 

Eighteen  hundred  and  forty  was  a  period  of  time 
when  all  things  were  cheaper  than  they  are  now. 

"  Mr.  Moore  said,  in  1840,  tlial  I  could  do  both  fbr  foccy- 
two  and  a  half  oeau  a  («*n-«nly  one  half  of  one  cent 
diflbreuon  I  Diis  is  a  strange  and  atrikkig  eoiuddence, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  fimrteen  yeor^  elapsed  between 
the  limes  when  tliey  gave  iheir  lesiiuiony,  and  in  ike  mean 
lliua  Uie  wages  of  printers  bad  been  cbanged  twenty  per 
cent. 

"  At  tbe  very  time  Mr.  Tswera  gave  his  testimony  that 
pteaa-wnrfc  could  be  done  for  Ibirty  eeata  a  token,  bU  broib  - 
era  ift  ibis  ciqr  were  doing  it  for  me,  at  their  leisure,  and  as 
a  favor  to  me,  and  charging  me  alzly/-six  and  two  tblrda  per 
cent,  mure  than  he  allows  me." 

He  certainly  ought  to  have  been  conscious,  but 
may  not  have  been,  however,  of  the  rate  of 
charges  at  which  his  own  brothers  were  doing 
business. 

•'They  have  been  doing  itattbattaie  fbr  me  for  yean 
past ;  and  I  have  reciprocaled  their  favors  by  letting  them 
have  paper  st  precisely  what  it  cost  me.  Tbey  make  aonie- 
tbing  by  printing  Un  me  at  Afty  centas  token,  hecaune  they 
do  it  wben  Ihey  luve  noipKas-  work  of  tliadr  own  to  occupy 
their  presses,  on  my  type  already  made  up  into  pages  tor 
them,  and  by  men  who  work  by  tiie  week." 

And  conse(}uently  would  have  nothing  else  to 
do  unless  they  bad  that,  and  still  are  paid. 

"  Thirty  cnnts  a  token  on  the  copies  of  tbe  Congrasaional 
Globe,  which  boili  branches  of  Cougreas  take  4r<im  me, 
will  not  pay  on«  third  the  iniereat  on  the  capital  invested 
and  the  wear  and  learon  maieiiala  ia  my  omce,  aa  I  will 
prove  in  leaa  tban  Iweoiy  line*. 

■■  Coiigrea*  laitea  from  me  6,436  eopiea  of  the  Congies- 
sionsl  ulobe  and  Appendix— tbe  Bouse  5,713,  aod  Ibe 
Senate  tbe  balance,  744,  of  Ibem.  Tbepreaa  wonion  these 
daring  tbe  last  Congieaa  was  1R,S40  lolkent,  wbicb,  at  30' 
cents  a  token,  amounis  to  95,908.  Tin  inteiesi  on  the  cap- 
iul  invested  in  my  pdnling  eaubliabmenl,  and  tbe  wear 
and  tear  of  tbe  materiaU  during  that  time,  aa  Mr.  Moore 
admits,  amounted  to  917,6<n ;  and  every  printer  knows,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  at  least  ibree  fourtba  of  the  capital  in- 
vested in  s  large  prtniisg  estabtlsbmeat  ia  properly  ebarge- 
able  w  Ibe  prcas  room  deparwieat,  sad  IMat  01  least  Dvs 
sixths  of  tbe  wear  and  tear  ot  liie  oQkce  and  macblnery  ia 
also  chargeable  to  It." 

Here  are  facu,  which  gentlemen  can  take  up 
and  study  and  consider  maturely  for  themselves, 
which  go  conclusively  lo  settle  tbe  iQaUer  in  re- 

fard  10  the  calculation  now  relied  upon  by  t-he 
^oator  from  Alabama  as  to  the  fairness  of  the 
compensation  on  this  item  of  tokens,  which  is 
one  of  the  heaviest  iteiaa  in  the  calculation. 

Permit  me  in  this  connection  to  read  a  state- 
ment of  the  cqst  of  similar  wprk, as  done  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  Marylani],  and  in  England  for  the 
reporu  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. . 

They  have  had  a  fixed  ayetem  for  many  years, 
and  hence  they  aiford  a  precedent,  whicii  may  be 
considered  good,  in  consequence  of  the  inuch 
greater  experience  Ihey  have  had  in  these  matters, 
than  this  body  or  the  other  branch  of -Congress. 

Mr.  Rives  says: 

"  Now,  I  will  compare  tbe  price  paid  lo  me  for  the  de- 
bates in  Congress,  with  the  pncea  paid  in  England  for  the 
debates  in  Urn  English  Parliameut- 

"  Hanaard's  Parliamentary  Debatea  fbr  the  last  Parlia- 
msDI,  eommencing  tbe  luth  of  February,  and  ending  Ibe 
iltb  of  May,  1853,  made  3,316  oeuvo  pages,  aveiagiag  9,350 
ems  a  page,  making  tngeiber  4,896,0<k)  enu. 

*'  These  were  printed  in  three  royal  octavo  volumea,  and 
retailed  in  London  for  £1  16a.  a  voiuma,  bound,  making 
£4  10s-  lor  the  three  volumsa,  equal  there  to  (18  96,  here 
to«3-J  50. 

**  Hansard  sells  his  debates  to  tbe  booksellers  of  London 
ibr  £  I  3s.  ed-  a  volume,  bound,  making  £3  It.  Rd.  for  tbe 
Itaree  volumes,  equal  there  to  #14  99,  bare  to  #16  93. 

"  The  Library  of  Congress  paid  a  bookseller  in  London 
Ave  per  cent,  advance  on  Hansard*,  wholesale  price  for 
Ibe  three  volumes,  and  they  anjuunted  to  $17  76," 

Our  Library  account*  show  that  fact. 

"Tbe  Congresaionsl  Globe  and  Appendix  fbr  lb*  last 
Congress,  ai.tbia  rale,  would  amount  to  #136  a  copy." 

I  call  upon  the  Senate  to  look  at  a  (act  like  that 
when  my  honorable  friend  from  Alabama  talks 
aboui^'gross  cxtiiavaganca.  There  are  people  in 
Gngjapd  wl)o  h«v«  li^  tha  «xp«rienp*  of  ycM* 


in  this  bosinwfod  if  we  paid  iiir  tin  Otobie,°fa)r 
which  we  gave  flS  per  bound  eopy,  at  the  eatne 
rate  which  they  pay  for  theirs,  inilead  of  giving 
)(l3,  we  should  give  (ISti  for  a  single  copy  of  the 
Globe  and  Appemlix.  It  ■•  a  atartii»g  feet,  that 
urfaat  costs  d*  )|13  would  cost  us  9136  at  their  rate; 
tu>A  SD  in  prqpoftion  (fXt  li*  )|ilM>l«of  your  copies'. 
This,  Mr  PeesidAnt  and  geotleoea,  is  the  char- 
aeter  of  liie  extrairaganc*  o(  wMeh  we  have  beea 
guilty  in  paying  Mr.  Rives  for  the  Globe  and  Ap- 
peudix  the  rales  which  have  bean  mentioned. 

"  Ttie  8enMa  paid  for  lkem,1ioaiid,  only  #19  a  copy. 

"  It  la  etcar,  Itaera6>ra,  that  Iha  SenaiedMa  not  pay  «** 
tUvnlk  Uw  rate  for  iha  debalaa  in  Oongresa  Hat  Ibis  Cor- 
ernment  pays  for  the  ParUanienUry  Debates  of  England  for 
tbe  Library  of  Congreaa- 

"  Add  to  what  the  Senate  pays  for  the  Congressional 
Gtobe  ami  Anpandix  wiiat  it  paya  towards  dena^ing  the  ex- 
penses or  reporting  sod  pubtisiiiag  the  detiaies  in  the  Daily 
Globe,  and  then  tile  5,713  copies  wbicb  the  Senate  is  ai>ke(l 
10  subscribe  for,  would  not  co^  it  one  uventk  t^e  rate  paid 
fur  Hansard's  Debates." 

If  tbe  price  paid  to  Mr.  Rives  for  reporting  the 
proceedings  and  publishiitg  them  in  the  Daily 
(ilobe  be  included,  then  the  Congreasioni^l  Globe 
and  Appendix  will  not  cost  you  one  seventh  of 
their  price. 

"And  it  Is  believed  that  Hansard  lakes  his  debates  rmm 
the  London  papers,  and  makes  but  ItlUe  alteralion  in 
Ibem." 

In  other  words,  theayatem  is  not  carried  on  with 
anything  like  the  same  accuracy,  tbe  same  piwa 
vemnce;  ths  same  detiaion,  and  tbe  same  rapidl^, 
with  which  it  is  carried  on  for  this  body,  for,  1  be- 
lieve, it  is  conceded  that  Jhe  beat  reporting  which 
is  done  in  the  world,  for  acduaey,  nod  for  rapid* 
ity,  is  done  for  the  American  Congress. 

"Now  add  ilye  fbeta  that  wages  of  both  reporters  and 
nrinlerit,  and  tbe  price  of  paper,  are  each  and  all  less  in 
England  than  Ihey  are  in  lliis  country,  end  then  can  any 
man  give  n  good  reason  why  there  shuuld  be  so  great  a  dis* 
parity  in  the  prices  which  the  d,elMifs  of  the  two  countries 
are  sold  for?  or  why  Hanasfd%aKiHild~beaald  ao  high,  and 
Rives'ssolow? 

.Now,  air,  for  aqothe^  pnint.  Wkgte  is  a  cele- 
brated printing  eatablishment  flMiia  country 
known  aa  ••  itarper  ft  Brothsrs."  Mr.  Rivea 
•ays:  '' 

"  Harper  *  Braver*,  of  Nsw  IToik ,  psinl  sboat  195,oqO 
copies  of  their.  Majiixina,  wbicb  eaoMe*  ilvam  lo  aeU  ibeipi 
at  what  ia  considered  s  very  low  priea— 95  cents  a  uiwnber. 
The  Congrasaional  Globe  and  Appendix,  sitbat  rate,  would 
amount  to  #35  a  copy  for  each  (Jongress.  I  sell  tbem  to 
(^wgraaa  for  #9  a  cppy. 

At  the  rate  at  which  the  Harpers  sell  their 
Magazine,  which  is  deemed  to  be  extraordinarily 
low,  the  Congressional  Globe  would  amount  to 
iStS  a  copy  for  each  Congreas.  Look  at  that. 
We  pay  |9  a  copy,  and  at  the  lowest  rate  at  which 
the  Harper  brothers  print  their  magazine,  and 
tliatribute  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  thousand 
oopiea  of  it — a  price  which  is  pronounced  so  ex- 
traordinarily low — instead  of  our  paying  }9  a 
copy  for  the  reports  of  the  debates  of  Congress, 
it  would  be  i^.  That  I  believe  is  the  lowest 
prtntlngestablishment  in  the  United  Slates.  There 
are  a  great  many  more  such  statements  ivs  these 
in  this  paper;  but  I  paas  them  by;  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  Senate.  It  is  not  necessary  to  mul- 
tiply  them.*  These  are  facts  which  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  getting  over !  But  now  1  turn  you 
to  the  case  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  give 
to  you  a  few  paragraphs  which  is  upon  that  sub- 
ject. My  friend  from  Pennsylvania  will  listen  to 
this,  I  know,  with  some  interest: 

"Before  1  commenced  writing  this  answer  to'  Mr. 
Moore's  and  Mr.  Towcra's  statements,  I  wrote  to  gentle- 
men in  Kentucky,  Peimeyhrania,  and  Maryland,  Inquiring 
of  Ibem  bow  moeb  tbe  retmniag  and  priming  the  debates 
of  tbe  conventions  called  to  amend'tbeir  coasiitulions  cost 
tboae  States,  reapeetively ;  and  since  tbe  above  was  in 
type,  1  liava  received  tbe  IbHowiog  anaweis  from  the  two 
States  last  mentioned,  and  will  not  wsM  any  lonier  for  aa- 
answer  to  lbs  letter  wiiiien  to  tbe  genlleioaa  in  Kenloeky : 
"  Haaataaeao,  PsHsaTiVASiA,  adjaif  17, 1854. 

'<8tR:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letterlnquiringof  me  the 
expense  of^  reporting  and  printing  the  debates  of  the  con- 
vantios  to  amend  tbe  coaatiuiiaa  of  Peiuiaylvmia,  that  cat 
in  the  yeara  )837-'8, 1  went  to  Iba  Auditor  General's  Of- 
fice, and  obtained  tbe  accompanying  item,  of  expenditure, 
aa  paid  upon  tbe  dllRrent  warrants  nrom  time  to  tliiie- 

<<  By  Ibis,  it  win  be  seen  that  tbe  reporting  of  the  debatea 
of  said  convenOoa  .caM#3IM88  15,  ana  tbe  printing  and 
binding  ooat  #^9,^  9P.  Tbesedabatea  nu|4e  Uiineen  vol- 
umes, amountiiw,  in  the  aggregate,  lo  about  7|0U0  pages, 
octavo,  1,500  ems  lo  tbe  pages,  and  two  thousand  Ave  bun  - 
dred  eopiea  were  priaisd— dial  la,  1^960  In  tbe  EniHsb  la*- 
goage,  and  IJBO  in  tbe  Genasn  loogaive.  I  bave  no  means 
of  gatUng  at  the  prfce  of  Mndlng  these  volumes,  with  cer- 
tainty, but  think  It  cost  between  nine  and  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

"  Tkere  were  Ave  rr|»nars  emplnyed,  vlx:  JohnAgg, 
IsfaciVilS  H,«..WIiM«>riJb  KUigsMn,W.g. Drake, oad 
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not  eondodcd  itbefore it  ii  reported  in  part.  Am 
he  ■peak*  it  paaiee  from  tbia  bodv.  It  la  written 
out  in  your  poat  oSce,  by  men  who  are  kept  there 
for  that  purpoae,and  horaea  kept  atanding  outaido 
thia  Capitol,  bear  it  to  the  preaa  aa  the  aheeta  are 
produced,  and  not  nnfrequenUy,  aa  we  retire  from 
thia  Chamber,  if  we  call  in  the  printing  office,  we 
find  in  type  reraarka  which  we  have  juat  made. 

8uch  la  the  rapid  and  perfect  atyle  in  which  the 
work  ia  now  done;  aueh  ia  the  praiaeworthy  exer- 
tion and  happy  aucceea  which  have  attended  th« 
efforu  of  thie  one  aoliuiry  agent  of  the  OoTern- 
ment,  in  fulfillinf  hie  contract  with  ua.  I  aay 
thia  one,  becaoae  I  hare  yet  to  hear  of  the  first 
contract  that  haa  been  made  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slatea  with  any  printer,  which  haa 
not  been  theaourceof  some  kind  of  confusion  and 
complaint;  whereas,  from  thia  qiurter,  although 
the  espenae  of  ihe  execution  of  the  contract  has 
been  increased  from  day  to  day,  and  haa  entailed 
a  heavier  coat  upon  him,  no  complaint  has  been- 
made.  That  is  the  wav  in  which  he  has  done  his 
work.  Here  is  a  faitnful  servant  of  the  body, 
employed  under  bia  contract,  appealing  to  your 
rcaaon,  and  appealing  to  nothing  else.  Fig  has 
not  begged  privately  for  help  that  he  might  make 
money.  He  has  simply  aaid,  there  ia  my  con- 
tract; it  has  not  paid  me,  and  ia  this  the  manner 
in  which  the  Qovemment  wiahea  ita  buainesa 
conducted,  or  ahall  I  be  compelled  to  go  on  at  a 
loaa,  and  in  the  end  be  compelled  to  abandon  it 
allogeiher?  If  it  were  proposed  (o  this  body  to 
aay  whether  or  not  we  would  adhere  to  thia  rate, 
and  lose  the  production  of  these  reports  in  thia 
way,  or  take  op  any  other  person  as  a  reporter, 
anil  run  the  risk  of  his  doing  the  work,  I  think 
there  would  not  be  more  than  thrte  Senators,  if 
there  would  be  three,  and  I  doubt  wheiher  there 
would  be  one,  that  would  say,  I  will  refuiie  it.  I 
'can  say,  on  the  contrary*  that  sooner  than  risk  a 
loss  of  that  character,  and  injure  the  public  service 
so  aerioualy,  I  certainly  woul^ote  for  it,  and  give 
him  ten  per  cent,  more  than  is  proposed. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Will  the  Senator  alk>w  ras 
to  give  notice  of  an  amendment  which  I  proposs' 
to  submit  to  the  reaoluUon,  unleaa  my  friend,  who' 
has  devoted  bis  attention  to  the  subject,  should 
give  me  some  reason  why  it  should  not  be  of- 
fered? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  WELLER.  There  is  considerable  oppo- 
aition,  as  is  disclosed  this  morning,  to  that  part 
of  the  reeolution  which  increases  die  number  of 
copies  of  the  Globe  to  be  taken  by  the  Senate.  In 
order  to  obviate  that,  I  ahall  aimply  move  to  alriks 
out  ao  much  of  the  reeolution  aa  provides  for  an 
additional  number  of  eopiea,  and  inaert: 

And  IhRt  In  lleR  of  llw  pries  now  paid  to  Ihe  Conpee- 
•lonil  OInlw  and  Appcodix,  Ibere  M»ll  l>e  paid  at  Ihe  nt* 
or 99  50  prr  column  for  reporUnf  and  publlfliiiif  the  pco* 
ceeding>  o<  Uie  Senate. 

I  understand  from  a  reliable  source  that  the 
actual  expense  of  reporting  and  printing  ia  a  little 
over  |9  00  a  column.  Now,  we  are  all  willing 
to  give  the  proprietor  of  that  paper  a  fair  remaner- 
ation.  I  think  thia  amendment  will  do  it;  and^at 
the  proper  time  I  shall  move  it  aa  a  substitute  for 
the  laner  branch  of  the  reeolution,  unleaa  my 
friend  has  aome  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that. 
It  occurred  to  me  laat  night,  but  I  had  forgotten 
it.  It  occurred  to  me  in  merely  running  through 
these  calculations  that  this  would  be  the  plan. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  California  haa  struck 
it  exactly.  It  will  be  just  and  it  will  be  right,  in 
my  opinion.  1  must  say,  that  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  as  satisfactory  to  the  publisher  of  the 
Globeand  Appendix.  But,  sir,  here  are  the  facts 
in  regard  to  It.  We  are  paying  now  ^7  50  a  col- 
umn. The  Intelligencer  broke  down  in  the  re- 
porting at  that  rate.  The  Union  has  been  broken 
down  at  it  twice.  We  have  alill  the  Globe  going 
on  at  |7  50  a  column;  and  gentlemen  come  here, 
in  order  to  show  bow  conclusive  this  thing  ia,and 
ask  you  to  employ  all  the  papers  to  print,  and 
leave  out  the  reporting.  Well,  air,  let  those 
papers  print  at  a  rale  which  is  a  fair  compensa- 
tion. I  am  now  aatiafied.  frqn  the  information  I 
have,  that  there  ia  one  concern  in  the  city  that  wQl 
not  touch  your  propoaitioo  to  print  at  a  cent  lower 
than  |4  50  a  column,  and  it  demanda  ^,  even  if 
the  contract  ia  made  on  the  proposition  as  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

If  |4  50  is  a  fair  rau  to  p^y  for  publisUiic 


I.O.  MelCtiiley.iMlinatt.  ThepriaelBalnpoilteiaeeived 
4100  per  week  is  a  eompeuaiiaa  fbr  aU  nrvksea,  and  the 
aniMaati  ^Dper  week;  and  #5  per  colamn  or9,000  wordi 
were  paid  Itir  writing  out  all  maner  not  written  out  ai  the 
adjoamaisnl  of  ibe  eanvenUnn ;  wblcb,  aeeordinc  to  the 
kaM  oTaiy  reeoUeeiion,  was  abnoi  one  half  of  Ihe  debUM , 
as  tlM  coDTenHan  freqaenUy  aat  ntomiBfe,  aftemoons,  and 
aveningi,  and  it  wu  impnMble  to  keep  the  work  up. 

*<Tiie  price  paid  tojoameyinen  prinlen,  at  the  time  of  the 
priatiaf  ofttie  debate*,  wu  aeven  dollin  per  wnk  in  Har- 
riabai(,  or  twentjr-lwo  and  a  half  eanM  per  theutoad  eau. 
I  am  told  ih*7  fenerallv  worked  by  the  week. 

•■  I  am  inCnniied,  at  the  Andiior  General'a  Office,  that  no 
part  of  the  (89/168  (0  was  paid  fbr  diitribotint  Ihe  debatei, 
thai  being  ^d  for  priming  and  binding  alone ;  bni  jnw  will 
bear  in  nind  that  the  com  of  frtnMag  fftr  i«  tadaded. 

"  Hoping  thia  inr<imtilan  may  prove  nli>lbeti>ry  tn  yon, 
I  remain  your*,  truly,  (8 AAC  G.  McKINLEY. - 

"  JoHK  C.  Eivu,  Em|.,  WttMngton,  D.  O. 

"  Ornei  or.TBi  SscasTAar  or  Stats,  > 
"  AnsArou*,  .4^ril  IS,  1854.     j 
"  Bia:  The  Governor  ha*  placed  in  my  band*,  for  an«wer, 

Soar  fkvor  of  the  98ih  ultimo.  It  would  have  received  ear 
tt  attention  but  for  my  abeence  (torn  the  aeat  of  govrrn- 
nent,  and  aome  delay  oeeaaioaed  by  diAcolty  la  procuring 
pait  of  Ihe  iatbimatina  aaked  for. 

"The  Slaiii  paid  to  H.  O.  Wheeler,  E*q. ,  (br  reporting, 
the  (um  of  43,805  BO;  and  Ibr  indeiing,  Uie  nirtber  lum  of 
0800. 

"Theeantofprinifniiihereport*  WMt9,8n  90.      . 

"  Cive  hundred  copies  were  printed  for  ihe  Bute,  and  I  am 
inlhrmcd  thai  each  page  eontaia*  about  three  ihnnnnd  five 
hundred 'em*.'  I  take  leave,  however,  to  luggeit  that  a 
copy  of  the  repon*  may  he  found  in  the  Cnngrrwional  Li- 
brary, and  that  it  might  be  well  that  yoa  ehonld  examine 

%■■ 

^*  I  have  Ibe  honor  tn  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient 
•ervant,  NATHANIEL  COX,  Stcratoryo/ Slate. 

"  Joaa  V.  Rive*,  E«|. 

'  "  Ornoa  or  ts«  BeoRrtiBV  or  Statb,  > 
"  AsaAroua,  JtfrU  17,  1854.     ) 
"  Sir  :  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  Ibvor  of  ISth  in*unt.  I 
now  have  ibe  honor  u>  inform  yon  that  I  have  examined 
Ihe  Kcnnd  volume  of  the  report*  relkrred  to,  and  And  it  eon- 
laina  eiahl  hundred  and  ninety  page*,  [that  i*  the  number 
ofpiigeeinibe  two  volume*.]    I  make  no  charge  in  Ihl* 
Biatier ;  it  ha*  given  me  plaaaur*  to  have  it  iii  my  iwwer  to 
obiise  you. 
"  Keapectftitly,  your  nhedient  eervant, 

^•■■ITHANIBL  COX,  Seenlan  o/StaH. 
"  Jowt  C.  ^H,  £*«." 
"The  debates  of  Ike  last  Coogrea*  made  5,454  royal 

Jiuano  pege*,  the  pages  averaging  about  7,000  «au;  Ibere- 
ore,  the  whole  made  about  38,178,000  em*.  Congrea*  paid 
me  ^,949  SO  for  reporting  aad  printi^  Ihe  debate*  ot^lhe 
two  aexion*  in  the  Daily  Globe;  and  then  paid  me  •58,104 
for  printing  6,4.16  eopie*  of  them  in  book  form ;  making 
logeUier  #114,346  SO;  which  divided  by  the  number  of 
cople*  printed  in  book  form,  *howi  that  I  waa  paid  917  71 
a  copy  for  reporting  and  printing  them,  both  in  the  new*- 
peper  and  in  book  form. 

"It  will  be  aeen  by  Mr.  McKinley'a  letter,  copied  above, 
that  490,468  15  wa*  paid  for  reporting  the  debate*  in  the 
Fenn«ylvania  eonvenfioo;  Ihey  made  ten  million  live  hun- 
dred UKMiMwd  emi;  900,668  SO  for  priming  two  Ibousand 
Ave  hniMlred  copie*  in  two  language*  and  binding  them,  aad 
that  the  price  paid  there  to  cnmpoiitor*,  when  the  debate* 
were  printed,  waa  aeven  dollar*  a  week,  or  twenty- two  and 
a  half  cent*  a  ihoueand  mt  when  they  worked  by  the  piece. 
The  price  I  pay  here  to  compoeitors  ia  twelve  doUan  a 
week,  or  forty  cent*  a  thmuaiid  mw  for  brevier,  and  fony 
fonr  ceniB  a  Ihouaand  tvu  fur  nonpareil  type  when  they 
work  by  the  j><*c<.  Ail  the  compoalior*  in  my  office  work 
by  theatre, 

"  Now,  to  make  a  JuM  comparlsoa,  I  mn*l  dedaet  for  the 
binding  of  the  Pennaylvania  dabaiee ;  for  setting  them  np 
In  two  language* ;  and  for  paper,  a*  they  were  printed  on 
larger  type  than  the  debate*  of  Congrera  are  printed.  I  arin 
not  allow  myeeir  anything  for  the  dllTerence  between  Ihe 
eo*tor*«iting  up  type  there  and  here;  wkicb  it  will  be 
eeen  i*  near  100  per  cent.  I  can  aflbrd  to  be  liberal,  and 
will  make  liberal  reduction* : 

I  deduct  for  binding $10,000  00 

I  deduel  thirty-three  cent*  a  tbouaand  fiir**nlng 

aplheaaeond  edition 3,485  00 

I  deduct  for  two  third*  Ihe  paper  it  took  to  print 

tx>ih  edition*,  Engliaii  and  German,  760  reama, 

al94  80afeam 3,646  00 


•17,113  00 
"  Dedaet  thi*  mm  from  the  aam  naid  for  leponing  and 
priming  and  binding  3,500 copiu,  990,177  05,  and  itieave* 
•73,044  05,  which  being  divided  by  9rV)0,  the  number  of 
cople*  printed,  and  It  *how*  that  the  Pennaylvania  debate*, 
wfeieh  make  10,500,000  em>,  coat  498  99  a  copy.  Report- 
lag  andprintiiig  the  debate*  of  CNingre**,  which  m*ke 
38,178,1100  emi,  coat  only  917  71  a  copy.  At  Uie  rale*  paid 
for  the  Pennaylvania  debate*,  a  copy  of  the  Congre**innal 
and  Appendix  would  amount  to  9106  94,  which  I*  a  HlUe 
more  Uiaa  tie  Urn—  a*  aueli  aa  Oongre**  pays  me  for  a 
copy." 

Here  are  facts  which  have  been  open  for  wseka 
for  investigatioa.  if  they  are  not  true,  let  them 
be  inveatigatcd.  Thcrt  is  no  printer  in  this  city 
but  what  has  his  tmmj.  We  all  know  that.  1 
do  not  know  that  there  is  any  individual  who  haa 
not  an  enemy;  certainly  there  is  no  printer  or 
publisher  of  a  paper  who  has  not  one.  These 
statements  have  been  published,  and  all  have 
been  invited' to inveatigate  them;  and  if  all  which 
ia  contained  in  the  sialsment  is  not  correct,  let 
them  prove  that  it  is  not.     TbsM  things  Mrs  not 


ligM  upon  the  man  who  austains  theae  publica- 
tions, and  who  himself  has  reftised  to  go  round 
and  annoy  you,  Senatora,  in  regard  to  nia  buai. 
ness.  He  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  ststing  his 
private  grievances,  and  aaking,  for  favora.  Hs 
placea  the  facta  brfore  you  as  gentlemen  who  are 
candid,  fair,  and  disposed  to  deal  with  him  on 
terms  which  arc  best  for  the  public  interest. 

Now,  OS  to  the  debates  in  ths  Maryland  con- 
vention. When  her  convention  met  to  frame  her 
conatitution,  Maryluid  alao  had  her  reportera. 
She  got  them  on  Ihe  best  terms  she  could. 

"  The  debate*  in  the  Maryland  eonventinn  were  not 
long ;  they  are  printed  with  Ihe  *ame  kind*  of  type  Uiai  the 
Coogreflaional  <3lobe  and  Appendix  are  printed ;  and ,  those 
fore,  the  calculation  to  abow  Ihe  dilTereiice  in  price  will 
be  abort  and  •imple.  They  made  3,115,000  em*,  which 
were  printed  in  890  octavo  page*.  The  reporting  and 
making  an  index  to  them  com  Ui»  State  •3.6U5  80;  and 
priming  500  eopie*  co*t  99,893  90,  making  logeUier96,498, 
which  beine  divided  by  500,  the  nnmber  of  eopie*  printed, 
ehowM  that  they  coat  the  Stale  913  a  copy.  A  copy  of  the 
Congreoional  Globe  and  Appendix,  at  Iki*  rale,  would 
amount  to  9159  33,  which  is  «<n«  time*  the  eum  Congree* 
payemepereopy." 

Theae  things  are  absolutely  atertling.  That  ia 
what  waa  paid  at  our  next  door.  Compare  it 
with  the  ratea  which  we  allow  to  our  reporter. 
The  copies  of  which  i  speak  conaist  of  several 
volumea.  When  I  apenk  of  a  copy,  I  mean  the 
volumes  for  the  whole  Congreas,  the  loneandthe 
short  session,  containing  the  debates  for  the  entire 
Congress.  It  includes  ths  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix  also. 

"  if  any  other  evidence  i*  needed  to  prove  that  I  am 
Iiriniing  the  Con^reaftinnal  Globe  and  Appendix  at  ruinou* 
ratea,  ii  will  lie  iouiid  in  the  following  facta." 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  before  I  was  a 
member  of  it,«nd  which  consisted  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,'[Mr.  Hamlin,]  my  friend  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  FiTxrATKicK,]  and  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith,]  admitted  that  they 
were  aatiafied  he  was  losing,  but  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  hia  statement  aa  to  the  terms  which 
should  be  sgreed  upon,  and  they  therefore  cut 
down  the  amount,  and  propoaed  to  take  from  him 
forty-eight  copiee  for  each  Senator — about  twenty- 
five  hundred  copies,  instead  of  five  thousand. 

"  Eight  yeara  ago,  when  I  commenced  printing  the  Con- 
greaaional  Globe  and  Appendix  at  96  a  copy  for  a  long  aea- 
aion  and  93  for  a  abort  un»— " 

That  ia  the  rata  at  which  he  prints  alilt — 
— "  the  Congresaiooal  Globe  wa*  little  omie  thaa  a  ayaop- 
ri*." 

It  is  easy  to  refer  back  to  lbs  Congreaaional 
Globe,  and  there  yon  will  find  that  private  bille 
were  never  reported,  nor  the  debates  on  ihem.  Sir, 
the  value  of  theae  records  is  inestimable,  even  in 
reference  to  the  debafea  that  take  place  upon  pri- 
vate bills,  when  they  come  up  before  this  body. 
Let  m«  ask  any  gentleman,  of  the  class  to  which 
my  honorable  fnend  from  Alabama  belongs,  the 
economists  of  the  strict  school,  just  to  reflect  on 
this  subject.  If  you  had  had  works  of  this  kind 
printed  m  the  days  of  tha  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  when  claima  were  brought  up,  which  have 
been  coming  hers  ever  since,  through  a  period  of 
forty  yeara,  how  much  would  have  been  ebved  ? 
Such  a  work  to  report  the  facta  as  they  were 
known  at  the  time  in  regard  to  private  claima, 
would  have  aaved  to  the  Treasury  more  than  it 
would  have  cost  to  print  the  debates  from  that 
time  to  the  present;  because,  if  the  debates  had 
been  furnished  in  those  days,  when  all  the  facts 
were  known,  some  which  were  necessary  to  Ihe 
proper  underatandingoftha  claim  would  have  been 
retained,  and  the  aubsequent  Congressea  might 
have  appealed  to  them;  but  the  facts  have  been 
lost,  while  others  which  are  brought  forward  for 
the  interest  of  the  claimants,  have  oeen  preserved. 

But  a  few  day  a  ago  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Badoer]  regretted  that  a  speech  deliv- 
ered on  a  private  claim  in  thia  body  within  a  few 
years,  had  not  been  reported,  as  be  believed  it 
would  have  saved  the  Senate  the  troubia  of  rein- 
vestigating that  cose.  In  the  Globe  all  these  cases 
are  faithfully  put  on  record,  and  it  will  beeoms  a 
valuable  work  for  future  reference. 

"All  the  debate*  on  private  billa  were  left  out  of  it  alto- 
gether ;  I  had  my  own  Ume  to  print  them  In,  and  made 
aomething  on  them  when  I  aoid  a*  many  as  nine  ihouaand 


A  man  can  do  work  mors  profitably  when  he 
has  his  own  time  in  which  to  do  it.  In  those  times, 
if  a  report  was  published  some  days  sfler  t^e  dis- 
cussion, Senatora  weresaiisfied,  but  now.when  a 
gentlcnan  delivsra  a  spsseh  of  any  Isngth,  h«  has 
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without  repoitiiMTi  what  u  it  proper  to  allow  to 
Mr.  Rives  for  the  reporting  ?  He  is  now  paid 
|7  50  for  reporting  ana  printing  the  debates.  If 
you  dednct  f4  50,  Which  is  the  price  now  pro- 

Eosed  to  be  allowed  other  papers  for  merely  pub- 
shing,  you  will  leave  him  but  three  dollars  for 
reporting.  Now,  what  is  the  cost  of  reporting? 
Evidence  baa  been  fiimiidied  showing  conclusively 
that  ^  74  a  column  is  the  actual  positive  cost  of 
every  column  of  the  proceedings  or  this  body,  as 
reported  in  the  Daily  Olobe.  .The  cost  of  report- 
ing alone,  without  allowing  one  particle  of  profit 
to  the  proprietor,  is  44  74.  Suppose  you  were  to 
allow  nim  a  profit  of  twenty-six  cents  a  column, 
it  would  bring  op  the  item  air  reporting  to  five  dol- 
lars a  column.  Then,  when  yon  allow  him  |7  SO 
a  column,  and  deduct  from  that  five  dollars  for 
reporting,  what  does  it  leave  him  for  printing,  for 
materials,  and  for  every  other  expense  connected 
with  his  establishment  I  You  leave  him  but  |3  50 
a  column  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  his  establish- 
ment— for  labor,  day  and  night,  necessary  for  the 
rapid  execution  of  the  work,  which  he  has  per- 
formed to  the  extraordinary  satisfaction  of  every 
gentleman '  who  fills  a  feat  in  this  body,  who 
u  satisfied  that,  when  he  makes  remarks  here, 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  which  can.  miarpp- 
resent  him,  or,  at  least,  that  he  will  be  correctly 
represented  on  the  official  record  of  our  proceed- 
ings. Then,  on  this  basis,  you  allow  Mr.  Rives 
only  |2  50  for  printing,  and  all  the  other  necessary 
expenses  except  reporting,  while  you  propose  to 
pay  f4  50  toHne  other  papers  for  publishing  by 
daylight  firom  printed  copy.  Thus  you  give  him 
two  dollar^,a  column  less  for  publishing  i^fjii  you 
propose  to  give  the  other  papers,  supposing  that 
we  allow  him  five  dollars  a  column  for  reporting, 
which  is  the  actual  cost,  with  an  addition  of  twen- 
W-six  cents  for  profit.  Lest  there  should  be  a 
disposition  to  quibble^about  little  things,  1  will 
•Iste  that  f4  74  is  not  the  amount  paid  to  the  re- 
'  porter  employed  by  Mr.  Rives.  Pour  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  is  the  amount  paid  him,  and  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  twenty-four  cents  is  estimated  as  the 
cost  of  (he  wages  of  the  men  who  carry  the  copy 
from  the  Capitol  to  the  office,  and  for  the  horses 
employed  in  that  service.  These  items  bring  up 
the  reporting  to  |4  74  a  column;  and  if  we  allow 
the  proprietor  twenty-six  cents  profit,  and  should, 
in  addition  to  that,  allow  him  for  printing  the 
same  rate  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  silow  to  the 
other  papers,  what  would  be  the  consequences.' 
Why,  clearly,  that  he  ought  to  receive  |9  50  a 
column  for  every  column  of  the  debates.  The 
proposi  tion  of  the  Senator  from  California  to  pay 
him  that  amount  is  the  one  which  ought  to  be 
adopted ,  unless  we  agree  to^he  proposition  to  take 
five  thousand  extra  copies,  which  1  think  is  the 
best  one,  and  the  one  which  should  be  accepted . 
I  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
aome  further  statements  contained  in  this  letter  of 
Mr.  Rives,  and  then  1  shall  have  done.  1  intend 
^  say  no  more,  after  I  get  through  with  what  I 
propose  now  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  unless  some 
other  points  are  started.  I  believe  that,  from  the- 
investigation  which  I  have  made,  I  am  capable  of 
explaining  all  the  points  in  regard  to  this  question; 
at  least,  I  understand  them  myself  thoroughly.  I 
have  a  number  of  copies  of  this  statement  of  Mr. 
Rives  before  me,  and  Senators  who  desire  to  ex- 
amine it  for  their  own  satisfaction,  can  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  Senators  to  what 
Mr.  Rives  is  willing  to  do.     He  says: 

<•  I  am  willing  to  do  llwellilllie  lowest  pricei  It  kaitrnt 
imtjor  In  Ibii  city ;  bul  I  eanool  do  it  (br  Ibe  prices  Uut 
some  primer*  ny  le»»i»  it  Jut," 

He  refers,  of  couise,  to  printers  like  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Towers,  and  others,  if  there  be  any 
others,  who  have  given  such  opinions  as  they 
have.    He  ssys  further: 

*■  I  will  agree  lo  r<yorl  ami  yrUit  tlie  drbatm  of  Congreas 
as  low  SI  eiUier  or  die  offleei  for  whicli  IWr.  Moore  baa 
been  D>reRiaa,  baa  done  iha  public  prinUng,even  wben  the 
copy  haa  been  rnmlahed  lo  Ihem  nrilhoni  coal,  (which  la  not 
my  caae,)  aiid  iio  alterationa  made  in  It  afterwarda." 

In'order  that  the  Senate  may  understand  this 
point  thoroughly,  t  will  sxplain  It.  Mr.  Rives 
means  that  he  will  report  and  print  at  as  low  a' 
price  as  public  printing  alone  was  ever  done  in 
any  office  with  which  Mr.  Moore  was  connected 
in  former  days,  when  materials  and  wages  were 
less  than  they  are  now.  He  will  report  and 
print  for  Congress  at  the  same  rates  that  those 


offices  printed  when  they  had  no  reporting  to  do, 
and  the  copy  from  which  to  print  the  book  or 
manuscript  was  furnished  to  them  without  cost. 
This,  in  point  of  fact,  as  reporting  is  about  one 
half  the  cost,  is  a  proposition  to  print  for  half  the 
prices  charged  by  the  offices  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman who  gives  this  testimony  has  ever  been 
connected.  Is  not  that  a  plain,  easily  undsrstood 
proposition?  Does  it  look  like  extravagance? 
Does  it  tend  to  show  that  we  ought  not  to  adopt 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  ? 
Surely  not;  but  the  reverse.  But  Mr.  Rives  con- 
tinues: 

"  I  will  report  and  print  the  dehatea  fbr  one  third  Ibe 
rate  that  Conffresa  haa  ever  paid  for  any  other  debatea  In 
book  form.  1  will  report  sod  print  the  debatea  for  one  half 
the  rai«  ii  pay*  fur  ttaa  loweat  priced  booka  11  puicbaaea 
rrom  individuula." 

That  shows  at  what  ratss  he  is  now  doing  this 
work.    Does  it  look  as  if  he  were  receiving  large 

Erofils?  He  next  refers  to  works  purchased  of 
little  St,  Brodrn,  which  1  suppose  may  be  consid- 
ered as  a  fair  criterion,  for  theirs  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  conducted  printing  establishments 
in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Rives  says  in  regard 
to  that: 

"  I  aoppoae  Ibe  booka  which  Rongraaa  purehaae*  from 
Lifile  &  lirowii,  of  BoDtoii,  arehnuKhi  at  a  lower  rate  than 
any  oiliera,  a4  priming  can  be  executed  much  cheaper  in 
Boston  than  it  can  be  done  here.  I  believe  we  pay  al  least 
33  per  rent,  more  here  ilian  they  do  ibere.  I  had  the  Slat- 
oiea  at  Large  printed  by  ibeoi  in  my  ere  when  I  aaid  above 
that  1  would  report  and  print  Uie  debates  of  Congreas  at 
one  half  the  rate  Cmigresa  paya  for  books  purchaaed  from 
individuals." 

That  is  to  say,  he  will  report  and  print  the  de- 
bales  of  Congress  for  one  half  the  rate  which 
Congress  pays  to  Little  &.  Brown  for  the  publica- 
tion in  pamphlet  form  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales.  Does  this  look  extravagant?  The  atate- 
menis  contained  in  this  letter  are  capable  of  de- 
monstration. They  have  been  published  for 
weeks;  tlie  assertions  contained  in  it  are  open  for 
examination,  and  certainly  those  with  whose  cal- 
culations it  comes  so  completely  in  conflict  would 
have  made  some  attempt  to  show  that  its  state- 
ments are  incorrect,  if  such  were  the  fact.  But, 
sir,  I  say  clearly,  that  if  the  statements  contained 
in  this  letter  be  incorrect,  and  if  Mr.  Rives  is  ca- 
pable of  falsification  to  the  extent  to  which  he  does 
falsify  in  this  letter,  if  what  he  states  be  not  true, 
and  if  he  is  not  a  loser  by  his  contracts  with  this 
body,  he  is  an  unprincipled  scoundrel,  and  ought 
not  to  receive  the  patronage  of  the  body,  nor  be 
admitted  on  this  floor,  much  less  to  hold  at»>ntrol 
over  the  public  records,  which  involve  not  only  the 
interests  of  the  country,  but- the  honor  of  every 
Senator  who  is  within  the  sound  of  my  voice. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  my  friend  from  Arkansas  to  a  document  which 
1  hold  in  my  hand,  and  I  desire  to  hear  son\e  ex- 
planation from  him,  merely  finr  my  own  satisfac- 
tion. I  understand  him  to  say  that  the  great  diffi- 
culty between  Mr.  Towers  and  Mr.  Rives  arises 
out  of  the  price  of  paper,  and  the  proper  amount 
to  be  allowed  fur  press-work  per  token. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  They  are  two  of  the  principal 
items  of  difference. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Now,  I  desire,  on  these  two 
points,  to  read  to  the  Senate  a  statement  which  I 
have  in  my  hand,  and  then  to  hear  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  in  explanation.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  in  1850,  a  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  investigate  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Ritchie;  and  the  report  of  that  com- 
mittee is  to  be  found  among  the  Miscellaneous 
Documents  of  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-First 
Coocress.  I  wish  to  call  the  Senator's  attention — 
for  I  desire  to  vote  understandingly  upon  this 
subject — to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Rives  himself, 
given  before  that  committee,  as  to  the  cost  of  paper, 
in  regard  to  which  it  is  alleged  that  so  great  an 
error  has  been  committed  by  Mr.  Towers.  At 
page  thirty-five  of  House  Miscellaneous  Docu- 
ment, No.  55,  for  that  year,  we  find  the  following 
teatimony  of  Mr.  Rives: 

"  Tbe  Congresftonal  Globe  la  printed  moMly  on  Fonder- 
Bier  paper,  and  always  when  we  can  gel  ik  Wimaaa 
Ihlnka  there  are  eeverai  Foudernier  machinea  in  Ihia  enon- 
try.  He  boya  of  Barlow  k  Co.,  ofNew  York  city.  Their 
paper  Is  nanafactared  si  Norwich,  Conneeilcui,  by  Pou- 
dernier  machinery.  He  paya  S39Sailbe  millaforauch 
iwper  as  ihe  Cnngresafonal  Globe  is  now  iKinled  upon.  It 
costA  about  ^  33  delivered  here.  The  paper  weigha  aboiii 
Iblny-iwo  pounda  to  Ibe  nam,  of  Uie  sixe  of  iwenly-ibar 
by  Iblnyeigbt." 

The  paper  of  the  Daily  Globe,  hs  says,  is  of  the 


same  kind,  but  is  heavier,  and  eosta  ^  Od  per 
ream.  Thus  we  find  that,  according  to  this  state- 
ment, the  paper  for  the  Coneressional  Olobe  and 
Appendix  waa  manufacturea  at  Norwich,  Con- 
necticut, and  thattheproprietorpaid  |3  25  a  ream 
at  the  mills  for  such  paper. 

Then,  in  relation  to  the  price  for  press-work, 
Mr.  Haliday,  foreman  in  the  Olobe  office,  testi- 
fied before  that  committee  in  this  way: 

"  Tbe  common  price  for  press- work  in  this  city  ia  flfty 
I  iiilj^lr  token  of  two  handred  sad  fifty  sheeta  of  aiileea 
pages  each ;  sltbough,  if  s  man  haa  the  pnaaea,  he  coold 
make  money  on  a  large  Job  at  Iwenty-five  centa  per  token." 

I  wish  to  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  thesa 
two  statements,  for  the  purpose  ofiustifying  my- 
self in  voting  for  the  reference  of  this  subject.  I 
am  partly  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  but  I  wish 
to  have  a  full  report  made,  stating  the  facts,  so 
that  I  can  act  understandingly  upon  ths  subject. 
Now  the  difference  between  twenty-five  cents  and 
%\  06  per  token  for  press-work,  and  the  diflTerence 
between  |3  33  and  |4  80  for  paper,  are  two  mate- 
rial points;  and  in  regard  to  them  I  desire  to  have 
full  information. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  Senator  tdl  ms 
what  is  the  date  of  that  testimony  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Eighteen  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  presume,  then,  that  the 
Senator  is  aware,  or  he  will  readily  understand 
upon  the  suggestion ,  that  since  that  time  there  haa 
been  a  change  in  the  price  of  almost  every  article 
properly  entering  into  the  calculation  of  the  cost 
of  an  sstablishment  of  this  natute.  -An  increass 
of  price  baa  been  going  on,  and  is  now  going  on, 
in  all  these  things,  and  yet  lh«  proprietor  is  only 
receiving  now  the  same  rate  of  pay  which  be 
received  when  pries*  were  tower.  It  is  notorious 
over  the  whole  country,  that  the  price  of  paper  ia 
everywhere  greater  now  than  it  was  three  or  foar 
years  ago,  and  it  is  now  extravagantly  high.  The 
operation  of  our  Post  Office  laws  is  such  that  it  ia 
almost  hopeless  to  suppose  that  there  will  be  any 
reduction  in  the  price  of  paper.  Our  postage  laws 
admit  tbe  passsge  of  printed  matter  through  th* 
mails  at  a  very  low  rate;  so  that  there  has  been 
a  great  impetus  given  to  every  description  of  pub- 
lications, and  thus  ths  consumption  of  paper  at 
this  time  is  much  more  then  it  ever  was  at  any 
former  period.  The  demand  for  paper  has  in- 
creased so  much, and  issodependentupon another 
branch  of  trade,  f  which  is  «  singular  one,  and  one 
which  I  bad  hardly  ever  thought  of  before  I  inves- 
tigated thia  sabjsct,  though  fhad  heard  of  it,)— 
the  rag  trade — that  now  it  la  absolutely  impossible 
to  get,  in  this  country, a  sufficient  quantity  of  ma- 
terial with  which  to  make  paper,  and  the  material 
ia  imported  to  this  country  from  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  countries  bordering  upon  ic  Theimmensa 
amount  of  paper  now  consumed  in  the  country  is 
mainly  attributable  t«  the  aeti6n  of  the  Post  Office 
laws;  and  there  is  hardly  any  room  to  hope  that 
the  prioes  of  paper  can  bereduced  to  any  thins  like 
what  in  former  da^s  would  have  been  considered 
a  reasonable  sum.  I  presume  the  Senater  from 
Alabama  can  eaaily  ascertain  at  what  rets  Con- 
gress is  now  furnished,  by  iMmtract,  with  paper 
Air  the  public  printing.  He  can  ascertain  that  by 
inquiry  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing, and  ha  can,  no  doubt,  inform  the  Senate  as 
to  that. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  I  have  never  inquired 
of  the  Superintendent  what  price  he  is  paying  for 
paper  by  contract. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  is; 
but  I  understand  it  is  slleged  that  the  present  con- 
tractor is  losing,  and  must  necessarily  continue 
to  lose,  at  the  present  prices.  1  have  heard  that  he 
has  slated  himself  that  hia  loss  cannot  be  lesa 
than  |90,000  this  year  on  his  comract,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  paper 
since  tbe  contract  was  made  for  this  Congress. 
Tbe  increase  in  the  price  t>f  fmper  is  not  a  small 
sum  to  a  man  who  w  h>sing  ever/ day,  and,  in 
this  point  of  view,  paper  becomes  a  very  heavy 
item.  Three  dollar*  and  twenty-five  cents  would 
havs  bought  more  paper  in  iSSO  than  (4  35,  or 
even  five  dollars,  will  buy  now;  and  the  same 
increase  of  prices  has  been  observable  in  almost 
everything  else  in  the  country.  This  is  the  answer 
to  that  part  of  the  inquiry  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  thought  that  perhaps  the 
Senator  had  a  statement  before  him  of  th*  pric* 
paid  for  paper  daring  the  present  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1216 


TiO:  OONGRES^ONAL  QL,OBE. 


M^j  18. 


Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  ha*  Umd  vnryiog  during 
tfai*  year. 

Mr.  OAWSON.  I  wanted  to  know  for  my 
own  eauafaclioq,  anJ  for  (h«  purppa*  of  voting 
onderoiandincly. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Since  the  preaent  Coagreaa 
met,  the  proprietor  of  the  Olobe  eaiabliahipent 
haa  had  to  pay  five  dollara  a  ream  for  the  paper 
on  which  he  pnnta  the  debai^a,  and  he  baa  aome- 
timea  paid  «■  much  as  )<)  50  a  ream  for  it.  Nnt- 
wiihalanding  thia,  four  doUara  a  ream  i«  0  Mr. 
William  Towera  allowa  in  hia  eatimataa  for  paper. 
If  thia  gentleinaa  knowa  (for  he  may  not)  anything 
about  the  matier,  be  is  bound  to  know  that  no 
paper  like  that  on  which  the  Globe  ia  printed  can 
be  had  to-day  for  fourdollara  a  ream- 

I  acme  now,  air,  to  the  difficulty  luggeated  by 
my  friend  from  Ocorgia,  aa  to  the  price  paid  per 
token  for  preaa-work.  1  imagine  that,  on  exam- 
ination, it  will  be  found  that  when  Mr.  Haliday, 
in  bia  tealimony,  apcaka  of  preas-work  at  fifty 
eeotaa  token,  he  refiera  to  ita  actual  coat.  It  is 
being  done  at  the  actual  «o«t  of  fifty  cant*  for  Mr. 
Rivea  by  the  brothera  of  thia  Mr.  William  Tow- 
era.  Mr.  Rivea  now  pays  fifty  cent*  to  Mwsra. 
L.  &  J.  T.  Towera,  prmtera  in  thia  cily,  for  doing 
•omeof  hia  preaa-woirk;  and  yet,  William  Towers 
eatimate*  it  at  thirty  ccniaa  token !  There  is  noth- 
ing improper,  that  1  atn,  in  ihe  tealimony  which 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  haa  cited,  and  nothing 
at  aill  inconsiatent  with  Mr.  Rivca'a  ralculalions 
now.  Mr.  Towers 'a  calculolioo  for  preaa-work  is 
thirty  cents  a  token,  but  Mr,  Holiday,  in  the  ire- 
timony  which  liaa  been  allud^  to,  said  that  filiy 
eenia  waa  the  coal  of  it  at  that  day.  Yet  now, 
when  printer^' wagea  have  risen  twenty  per  centum, 
and  when  the  price  of  material*  and  labor  of  every 
deacription  haa  increaaed,  we  find  that  Mr.  Tow- 
era eatimatca  tliat  preaa-work  can  be  dona  for  less 
than  AAr.  Haliday  eatiraatad  in  1850 ! 

But,  air,  there  ta  aootlur  view  which  ought  to  be 
conchiaive  and  aoliafaclory  on  this  point,  and  it  ia 
that  (hia  work  ia  done  at  vary  tow  rotea  in  com- 
parison with  (h«  prieas  paid  rar  aiaiilar  work  else- 
where. Notwithstaading  the  rois  or  fifty  cants  a 
token  for  preas-work  is  alluded  40  in  tba  icati- 
mony  which  haa  been  quoted  as  a  proper  price, 
Congreaa,  wheii  they  came  to  settle,  in  a  spirit 
of  justice,  with  Mr.  fiiicbie,  who  was  ih*  public 
printer  at  the  time  when  that  testimony  waa  given, 
nnaily  aUowed  himovsr  •  d«UarAtQlvofor  ptcw*- 
work. 

J. am  icformed,  further,  that  the  contract  price 
for  the  paper  now  used  for  the  printing  of  Cpn- 
gress  is  |6  11  a  ream.  I  am  unable  to  state  what 
kind  of  paper  it  ia,  but  a  al«tem*nt  ia  fiurniahtd  to 
me  that  |6  11  ia  the  price  paid. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  abouid  like  to  be  informed 
by  the  Senator,  what  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
contract  was  made. for  paper  at  |6  11  a  ream,  for 
I  understand  that  just  as  good  a  quality  of  paper 
ia  purchased  by  aome  of  t£s  newipa{>er  «atabUth- 
menta  in  this  city  atfi3  75  a  ream. 

Mr.  WALKER.  They  do  not  uae  as  good  paper, 

Mr.  DA.WSON.  I  wished  to  justify  myself  by 

fetting  the  proper  infortnation,  but  I  thought  it 
est  to  get  it  from  the  committee. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.  Now,  Mr.  President,  in 
eonclution  I  wish  to  say  that,  although  I  have 
been  talking  for  aome  time  in  regard  to  thia  aub- 
ject,  1  have  not  gone,  fully  into  the  merits  of  the 
caae.  I  took  paina  Some  montba  since  to  investi- 
gate the  matier  fully,  and  to  examijiaMr.  Rives '■ 
atatementa,  item  by  item.  I  made  some  notea  of 
the  results  at  which  I  arrived.  I  have  not  quoted 
thoae  notea  during  theae  remarks,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  detain  the  Senate  by  reading  ^era.  I  will 
merely  say  that  1  believe  before  God  and  man  that 
what  I  have  atated  in  regard  to  thia  matter  ia  true, 
and  I  believe  we  are  not  paying  the  proprietor  of 
the  Globe  what  ha  ought  to  be  paid,  and  that  un- 
less we  take  five  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
Congressional  Olobe  and  Appendix,  ne  cannot 
keep  up  his  press  and  cannot  go  on  beyond  the 
present  session  of  Congresa.  The  proposition 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  California  [Mr. 
Wblleb]  would,  no  doubt,  afford  him  relief;  but 
I  think  tlwt  the  propoeition  to  take  five  thousand 
additional  copies  is  much  the  belter  form  in  which 
to  give  additional  compensation;  but  unlesa  it  ia 
given  in  one  form  or  another,  I  fear  that  Mr. 
Rives  will  not  be  able  to  continue  much  longer. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Mr.  President,  1  do  not 
rise  for  the  purpoae  of  protracting  thia  discussion; 


but  1  deem  it  proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer 
to  the  able  and  eloquent  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkanaas,  [Mr.  Johhioh.]  I  will  not  under- 
take tu  review  the  various  estimates  which  he  has 
submitted  to  the  Senate;  but  there  are  some  facts, 
connroied  with  other  persons  t^lio  have  been 
drawn  into  thia  contrpveray,  which  JQipel  me  (o 
make  a  few  remarks  in  answer  to  what  the  Sen- 
atpr  bos  said,  ^efore  doing  that,  however,  1  wish 
to^aay  a  word  in  anawer  to  what  was  said  by  tbe 
Senator  from  Indiana;  and  1  deaire  that  he  and 
the  Senate  shall  understand  me  on  this  question. 

When  the  motion  was  made  yeeterday  to  refer 
this  subject  to  tbe  Comntitteeon  Printing,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  intimated  that  the  Commiuee 
on  Printing,  as  now  constiluled,  were  prejudiced 
againat  his  proposition,  and  consequently,  that 
nothing  was  to  be  hoped  for  at  their  hands.  Per- 
haps theSenate  may  not  be  aware  that  I  am  now  the 
only  member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  who 
was  a  member  of  tbe  committee  v^en  this  cose 
underwent  their  scrutiny.  As  I  remarked  yeater- 
day,  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  my  colleagues 
on  the  cumniiliee  when  that  question  was  beiore 
as  have  resigned  their  positiune  as  members  of 
the  committee;  and  beaides  thai,  they  are  now 
abaent  from  the  Senate,  and,  consequently,  all 
matters  pertaining  to  anyiiiing  connected  with  the 
action  oi  the  committee  before  the  retirement  of 
those  two  gentlemen  necessarily  devolved  upon 
me.  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  that  Senator 
comes  to  a  wrong  conclusion,  when  he  intimates 
to  the  Senate  that  the  Committee  on  Printing,  aa 
at  present  constituted,  is  committed  againat  hia 
resolution.  It  ia  not  necessary  for  me  to  aay  to 
the  Senate  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas, who  IS  a  member  of  that  commitiee,  and 
myself,  differ  radically  on  this  question,  and  that 
the  other  gentleman  compoaing  that  committee  { 
[Mr.  FiiiENDKN]  has  not  been  in  hia  seat  since 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  and  himself  were 
added  tu  the  commitiee.  How,  then,  can  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  intimate  that  the  committee 
are  prejudiced  againat  his  proposition,  when  the 
Senator  from  Arkanaaa  and  myself  disagree  on 
that  question,  and  when  we  ahaA  have  to  bring  to 
our  aid,  as  we  necessarily  will  do  when  he  retuma, 
the  efficient  services  of  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Peiibndbh,]  who  is  now  a  member  of  the 
committee? 

I  deem  it  proper  ia  make  these  statements  to 
satisfy  theSenate  that  there  is  no  committal  on  the 
question,  so  far  aa  the  majority  of  the  committee 
are  concerned.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  and 
myself  both  belong  to  the  same  political  party, 
but  he  and  I  cannot  see  alike  on  this  question. 
Hence,  when  tbe  third  member  of  the  committee 
arrives  and  takes  hia  seat  in  Ihe  committee  room, 
he  will  sit  as  an  impartial  and  independent  mem- 
ber, prepared  to  do  justice  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  hia  own  judgment.  Thqae  gentlemen  who 
were  members  of  the  committee  at  the  lime  when 
they  were  sitting  in  judgment  on  this  question, 
have  all  resigned,  save  myself,  and  consequently 
we  have  now  two  new  members  on  (Ae  committee, 
one  of  whom  hasheardnoihingof  this  debate,  and 
will  embark  on  the  duties  assigned  himaa  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  I  am  perfectly  sure,  with- 
out any  prejudice  or  prepossessions  for  or  against 
anj  paper  in  this  matter.  Hence,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive what  neceasiiy  there  was  for  throwing  out. 
the  intimation  that,  by  referring  the  question  to 
that  commitiee,  you  are  sending  it  to  those  who 
have  prejudged  it,  and  who  are  not  inclined  to 
givi  an  impartial  examination  to  the  facts  which 
may  be  submitted. 

Although  I  am  a  4nember  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  and  have  been  on  it  longer  tharf  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  has  been,  1  am  frank  to 
say  that  he  seems  to  have  bestowed  more  labor 
and  more  investigation  on  this  queelion  than  1 
have.  I  have  not  had  time  to  do  more  than  I 
have  consistent  with  other  public  duties.  My 
object  has  been  to  eet  such  information  in  regard 
to  it  as  would  enable  tbe  Senate  to  act  understand- 
ingly.  Tbe  Committee  on  Printing  sought  that 
information,  when  they  obtained  from  a  practical 
printer  the  estimates  which  1  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  yesterday.  It  is  perhaps 
due  to  the  Senate,  due  to  frankness,  and  due  to 
the  position  which  the  question  now  occupies  be- 
fore the  Senate,  that  1  should  disclose  the  history 
of  the  trahsaction  connected  with  the  manner  in 
which  we  obtained  those  statements.     Wh^  ws 


required  the  statements  at  the  banda  of  Mr.  Tow- 
ers, as  clerk  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing,  they  were  furnished  to  us.  I  did  not 
conceal  from  (he  honorable  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas the  fact  that  we  had  received  such  information  ; 
but,  at  his  solicitation,  (  turoishcd  him  with  thsss 
statements.  He  bad  submitted  bis  resolution; 
and  the  evidence  laid  before  ilie  committee  by  the 
geotif man  to  fvhom  we  intrusted  the  ejcamiiiation 
of  the  question,  differed  widely,  if  bis  staiemeois 
were  true,  from  the  views  of  the  eenllf  man  who 
had  subnnitud  the'resoluiion.  Hence  1  deemed 
it  but  fair,  and  such  win  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  apprise  .him  of  the  fact,  that  if  we  were 
to  take  the  large  number  of  books  contemplated 
by  hia  resolution,  the  effect  would  be, as  we  were 
informed,  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  pub- 
lishgr  of  the  Qlobe  to  a  larger  amount  than  waa 
necessary,  and  a  larger  amount  than  would  afford 
him  a  fair  and  a  reijnunerative  price.  AfWihad 
furnished  the  gentleman  with  these  statememst 
tbe  next  I  beard  of  them  was  a  review  of  the 
whole  9f  them  in  the  Globe,  from  which  the  gen- 
tleman haa  read  copinua  extracta  this  morning. 
The  editor  of  the  Globe  took  these  estimates,  and 
they  underwent  a  very  Searching  review  from  his 
pen,  and  that  review  was  laid  before  the  Senate. 
Upon  il  the  Senator  from  Arkansag  has  predicated 
a  large  portion  of  his  argument  thia  morning.  He 
has  seen  proper  to  scrutinize  with  some  severity 
the  estimates  submitted  to  the  committee  by  Mr. 
Towers.  W)iy,  sir,  that  gentleman  was  not  a 
volunteer  in  offering  bis  testirooMr  to  tbe  com- 
mitiee. It  was  hia  duty  tosubmil  inosa  eatimatea 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing  when  required  by 
them,Snd  he  performed  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  that  U  so,  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Senator,  why  did  not  the  committee  require 
Mr.  Towers,  when  be  was  .invited  to  make  tnese 
estimates,  to  eo  and  investigate  inaide  the  Globe 
office?  Should  not  hia  investigation  have  been 
modf  dirijctly  into  the  matter  itself?  But  Mr. 
To  were  says  expreasly ,  in  hia  report  or  statement, 
that  he  haa  not  had  the  means  of  making  that  in- 
vea^igation. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICE.  That  is  the  very  point 
which  1  waa  coming  to.  When  .the  atatements 
of  Mr.  Rives  met  the  eyes  of  the  commitue,  we 
required  at  Mr.  Towers 's  bands  that  be  should 
answer  them,  and  satisfy  the  committee  that  his 
calculations  were  based  on  correct  data.  As  be 
differed  widely  from  the  publisher  of  the  Globe 
in  the  statement  submitted  by  him,  we  deemed  it 
due  to  the  Globe,  due  to  trutb,  and  due  to  a  cor- 
rect understanding  of  the  question,  ths.t  he  should 
review  the  criticism  of  the  Globe  upon  his  esti- 
mates, and  furnish  th#  committee  with  that  review. 
I  have  his  answer  here;  and  I  desire  to  have  it 
read  to  the  Senate,  becauae  I  presume  it  ia  their 
object  to  seek  information.  The  committee  were 
satiafied  that  gentlemen  who  were  inumaie  with 
the  printing  buaineaa  were  better  prepared  to  shed 
light  upon  the  question  than  other  persons,  and 
therefore  it  waa  that  we  called  in  the  aid  of  Bfll 
Towera;  and  for  that  reason  I  now  aak  for  the 
reading  of  Mr.  Towers's  reply. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  aa  follows: 

Waiuikotok,  KunAao,  18M. 

GaNTtsacM :  A  printed  •laieoienl  bu  been  placed  la 
my  hand',  a  copy  ol  artiieh,  I  am  Inflmned,  has  Bern  far- 
warded  lo  awmbmnf  Ihe  Seiuue.  It  is  wtihoBi  address  or 
•iiaaure,  bat  in  e«<*iu<M*  ol^cct  is  to  ditpraire  die  seneial 
eorrectnen  and  Ikiraenorcerlain  calcnkuinM  which  I  aab- 
mined  to  you  at  your  request.  II  enisoaled  from  ibe  Globs 
oAce. 

1 1  will  be  rsiaembered  lint  tbe  poprietorof  ihe  Globe 
newspaper,  printed  to  this  cily,  sddreawd  serenl  leltera  to 
a  memlier  oi'  the  Seaaie,  in  which  be  slated  that  he  was 
loainf  money  upon  his  cnnlract  with  Ihe  Senate  Tor  pub- 
lishing its  proceedings  in  tbe  Daily  Globe,  and  snggesledaa 
addiUonal  sabseripUoo  oa  the  port  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Congressinnal  Globe,  In  order  that  he  might  Ihereby  ba 
saved  farther  loss.  These  lettrrs  (with  seveni  sIBdavlts 
going  to  show  Ihe  txp«nu»  of  ike  printing  attthlighmtni  of 
<*<  Gist*,  bol  not  Ikt  coit  of  fuhHsUxf  tlu  frtctfUmf  af 
C»ngre$»  in  that  pBfer)  were  placed  in  my  hands  by  yon, 
wlib  Ihe  reqnesi  mat  I  would  ascerlain  as  aearly  as  pnett- 
caMe,  llrst,  ihe  aroonnlorMr.Bives's  loss  on  Iris  contract; 
and,  secondly,  what  the  net  coal  wonld  be  to  bim  of  firar 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  copies  of  ilie  Oongree- 
sionai  Olnb<!,  In  addition  to  those  already  subscribed  Ibr  bf 
Ibe  Senate,  leaviog  die  questioa  of  pn>ai  tu  the  coosideia- 
tion  of  the  commiuee. 

The  prosecation  of  the  first  of  these  inquiries  I  knew 
wouM,  besides  requiring  more  time  aad  labor  than  I  bovs 
at  my  command,  pmnHu  a  cosnoversy  wiih  Mr.  Kivcs 
most  repugnant  to  my  ioellnatioas,  more  partiruiariy  ss  R 
was  a  subject  in  which  I  had  no  interest,  and  felt  aoue.  I 
Iherelbre  stated  my  otJeeUons  to  entering  upon  this  lavee- 
tigation,  and  aslced  lo  be  ezcosed  from  it,  to  wbieb  joa 
cordial^  aod  kladly  aaseolsd. 
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An  utwer  lo  the  aecond  Imgultv  I  prspand  hsilily,  and 
ilit  tbi*  utwer  ibal  hu  nllod  loith  tlie  •otement  tVom 
th/t  CNobe  offlcs,  wltbout  •ddren  or  •ifiwtara,  wliicii 
bw  been  fomwded  to  Senator*,  end  in  wUcb  certain  ex- 
oepUbu  ore  taken  to  the  correctneu  of  Ibe  lUtemeot  I 
fUmMiedat  youi  reqneat  I  owe  It  to  you,  es  well  aa  to 
aunir,  not  to  let  thla  aialemenl  |Mae  annottced. 

Pint,  ■•  to  the  nimiber  of  peie*  of  maKer  la  Ibe  Csn- 
flweianal'Olabe  end  Aniendix.  An  aaaoeiale-ln  Ibe  office 
In  whicb  1  am  employra  undrnook  to  oicerialn  for  nie  tbe 
amber  of  page*  In  the  nine  volnmee  composlnijhis  work 
ftr  the  TMity-Second  Congreea.  He  reported  to  me  the 
aaaibac  lo  be  5,300,  bat  It  appeare  Ibat  tbe  actual  aunibef 
WM  5,^.  I  took  tbe  flrat  number  for  Ibe  baaia  or  my 
cdciiuitiona,  and  upon  it  ttaey  were  correctly  made,  with 
Km  eiceptlon  of  the  eoet  of  (oldinf ,  for  which  I  allowed  a 
OMll  ■dTtncao*  tbe  price  paid  for  foldlof  eoagreaeional 
doeanieata  on  paper  of  the  eame  aice,  wbicn  waa  too  maefa 
by  half. 

Xhe  only  difference,  then,  between  the  Globe  itate- 
Bentand  the  one  I  furniahed  you,  ii  in  the  coat  of  paper 
aad  preaa-work,  teapectiTely— tbe  only  iiema  of  eapenae  of 
anjr.lmportaace  in  printinf  aaytbini,  aAar  lb*  type  li  pre- 
pared lor  ihe  preaa.  I  have  ealimaied  tbe  eeet  of  paper, 
mUb  oa  tbe  CoDtreaaionol  Olobe  la  uaaally  printed  upon,  at 
^pcrream;  Ihe  Olobe  eaya  It  la  worth  91  80.  Let  ua 
Me :  Tbe  proprietor  of  tbe  Olobe,  in  hia  leetimony,  under 
ow>t  before  a  eomroiuae  of  Cao(f«ea,  on  tbe  iMtb  July, 
IW,  taid  "  He  poya  ^3  9S  at  tbe  mill*,  Ibe  aucb  paper  aa 
liKT  Coni reaaioniu  Olobe  ia  now  printed  upon ;  it  coeia  about 
tft  13  ddivared  here.  Tbe  paper  welgha  about  thirty-two 
poopda  lb  Ibe  ream,  of  tbe  alxe  of  twenty-lbur  by  thlriy- 
elgbl"  Inctiee.  There  wia  hut  Utile  fluctaation  in  Ibe  price 
otpaper,  acoordiof  to  the  beat  infonaation  I  ban  been  able 
mobtain,  between  I8S0  and  the  ontuam  of  18S3,  and  tbe 
neeat  riee  in  price  probably  doea  not  exceed  ten  per  cent.; 
btit  I  will  put  it  down  at  flneeo  per  cent.,  wtileb  oa  (3  33, 
would  ralae'the  price,  at  Ibia  time,  to  abotil  93  83  per  ream. 
I  will  atate  afact  lo  ilhiatrate  tbeeorrectneaa  of  the  opinion 
Ibat  tbe  riae  in  tbe  price  of  paper  haa  not  been  >o  great  aa 
baa  iMca  aaaened.  In  December  laai,  there  were  many 
ooapetlion  Ibr  nimiabing  tbe  paper  umw  which  the  eon 
gr^wional  documenta  are  printed  at  prieea  M«u  the  eon- 
mist  pricea  of  the  preceding  year,  and  contract*  were  en- 
leiM  into  fbr  IVirniahing  Ibia  paper  at  twenty  cenia  per 
ndiB  leee  upon  one  ela**,  aad  fony-eight  cent*  per  ream  leaa 
upon  another  claaa.  Old  tliia  indicate  oay  coniiderabte 
aiaaiir*  In  tbe  price  of  paper  up  to  tbe  fim  of  December 
^  teal?  If  tbe  publiaber  of  the  Olobe  la  now  uaing  paper  Ibr 
the Coagreaoional Otobe  ao  fhr  enperior  to  tbailietetolbre 
iia(d  aa  Ibe  price  he  eaya  be  paya  Indicate*,  (and  I  have  no 
revoo  to  doubt  that  be  doea,)  be  baa  a  raown  for  it  aali*- 
Aeiory  to  blmaelf.  Bui  admit  Ibat  It  I*  worth  what  be 
eaya,  94  80;  then,  according  to  Ilia  own  ahowing,  in  tbe 
cue  referred  to  me,  hia  proflt  would  be  91S,U0  for  the 
Coagrei*,  while  I  made  it  Mt^lO  upon  Ihe  Increoaed  tub- 
aeriplion  of  four  Ibouaand  albebundred  aad  twenty  copieo — 
If  my  eatimaie  of  the  coal  of  preaa-work  la  correct,  to  which , 
I  now  inrite  your  anendon. 

It  ia  qat  alaerted  that,  in  the  coae  tefened  tp'me,  I  am 
v»  low  In.  my  eoUmoie  of  the  co*t  of  preee-work,  but 
dm  iflforeace  i*  left  to  be  drawn  fnm  (be  following  remark 
of  lb*  Olobe :  "  Tbe  principal  printing  olBcea  in  the  diy— 
Iha  Union,  tbe  Olobe,  tbe  SenUnel,  and  Towera'i— charge 
anhTOrageof  91  08  a  token  for  printing  the  apeeebee  of 
maiabera  of  Congreea,  aa  ia  proved  by  their  onawer*  to  a 
latter  written  toall  or  Ihem  by  the  Hon.  R.  W.  Joaaaoii ; 
and  they  takutbelr  own  time  to  print  ibem  in."  Now,  ihe 
Olobe  doee  not  any  that.  In  the  caae  referred  to  me,  the 
an**-work  would  coat  him  more  than  thirty  cente  per 
Snn ;  but  H  attempu  in  create  the  Impceaaion  that  I  bare 
not  oatr  mated  what  la  witme,  but  have  willlblly  done  ao, 
dae  why  thla  qneation,  following  immediately  theaboTe 
fvotaiion ;. "  Now,  knowing  thtufaeU,  bow  can  any  man 
oa^  or  rather  why  wauM  any  man  aay,  that  the  Olobe  office 
caa  print  the  pmeeedlnp  ofContree*,  wbleb  bare  often  to 
ba  ptiatad  la  a  gnat  hurry,  at  a  taeary  addittonal  expenae, 
Ibrlbirtycentaatoken,  and  fold  Ihem  for  twelve  centa  a 
token f» 

TIM  anewera  of  tbe  Dnion,  the  Olobe,  Ihe  Sentinel,  and  the 
Tow*ra>t  to  the  letter  of  Senator  Josaaoa  have  no  bear- 
lac  upon  the  qaenion  at  iaaae,  becaaee  tba  price  iliay  would 
■•k.for  executing  a  partteuiar  Job  of  preaa- work  in  ooe  coae, 
(aaeh  a'.one,  for  Inttance,  aa  waa  put  to  them,)  la  ao  crt- 
leriOB  to  Jadge  of  the  <«*<  to  them  of  executing  aoma  other 
Job.'  But  I  will  elate  a  fow  ikcte  that  will  throw  aome  light 
upon  thla  Mib|ect,  aad  enable  the  commiuee  lu  draw  cor- 
net eoneluriona. 

Tba  propilelor  of  the  Globe  ie  almoat  dally  having 
*•  apaaehae  of  memkera  of  Congreee"  printed  at  one  of  the 
«B«M  mealiooed  (not  hie  own)  at  Any  centa  per  token, 
which  paya  oil  expenaee,  and  leavea  the  printer  a  Iklr  pcofit. 

Ilia  praprielor  of  the  Globe  can  make  a  contract  with  aa 
leepaauble  a  printing  eetabllabment  aa  any  in  Waahlngton 
for  Iha  exaeanon  of  oil  hia  preee-work  at  flfty  ceau  per 
token,  clear  of  all  other  expenae  to  biro. 

Owing  (be  laalaommerone  of  the  office*  mentioned  waa 
hel^  tnoibar  orihem  "  out  of  a  drag"  of  preae-wbrk  at 
Aftf  centa' par  token.  Ii  waa  token  fiom  tbe  office  execu- 
lintJi,aiiattkaB  to  the  Olobe  oOee  10  be  executed,  under 
die  plea  that  too  much  araa  ebaipd  for  tbe  preaa-work,  aad 
It  could  be  done  cheaper  at  tbe  Olube  office. 

Wrt,  if  flfty  centa  per  token  will  pey  all  the  expenaee  of 
pra»-werit,  aii4  leave  a  (Ur  profltto  the  printer,  la  ItunfUr 
to  a«ipaw  tba  oel eoet  at  thirty  eenu,  with  Ihe  explanation 
I  nTKtieeommliie*? 

■nthUianotell.  In  on  Inveatigaiion  whicb  took  placa 
koM*  B  comriritiee  of  Congiaea  hi  the  aninmer  of  1850, 
maon  the  aul^ect  of  prlnUnc,  ike  ibUowlog  teaihaony  waa 


J.  F.  Haiiday.  "  I  am  foreman  al  the  Globe  office." 
[Mr.  H.  occuptea  the  same  poalilon  now.]  '<  The  eomuion 
price  for  iireHwork  In  Ibia  city  ia  flfty  ceni*  per  token  of 
two  tanndred  and  flfty  ebeetaofaixteen  page*;  uiUoug*.  if 
a  man  hat  tht  freua,  kt  ctuU  haKM  aoMtr  nnalariejob 
at  f vniry ./lee  emit."— Sec  Ho.  Uiu.Doc.  S5,31<t  Cont., 
l<t  Sou., pp.  1  amis. 

Oaorgt  Senfon  awom.  **  I  am  preeaman  at  the  Union 
office."  [Mr.  O.  occupiea  Ihe  aome  poaiilon  now.]  Preia- 
work  can  be  done  at  Iwenty-flve  eenu  per  retun,  (or  twelve 
and  a  half  cent*  per  token,)  and  it  .will  realixe  a  email 
pnfll.  Take,  Ibr  inrtaace,  our  Napier  pre»a ;  It  will  make 
eighteen  thonaand  Inlpieeelon*  a  day;  divide  by  four  hnn- 
arad  and  eighty,  the  number  of  aheeu  in  a  ream,  and  you 
have  Ihlrty-aeven  end  a  half  reania  worked  offin  a  day,  at 
twenty  Ave  cents  per  ream,  U  $9  37 X.  (Mr.  O.  iheogoe* 
on  to  abow  the  expenae  of  running  the  preaa.)  Tou  wUI 
aee  that  a  piofll  ia  rendered  iostead  of  a  loaa,  though  it  in 
•mall."— See  <*■>*  dee., pp.  38  and  80. 

The  machinery  need  in  the  Globe  office,  at  tbe  lime  Ibe 
above  teatlmony  waa  taken,  waa  the  name  a*  ia  now  uaed 
there.  That  10  wbieb  Mr.  Gordon  refer*,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, ie  the  Napier  preaa,  which  la  ahnoat  entirely  dii- 
carded  for  book  work,  btu  aimoel  tbe  only  preas  in  nae  for 
printing  newspaper*. 

There  iaanaasoftesllmony  in  the  document  referred  to 
oflheaame  chancier  aa  the  above,  and  opoontherbranchea 
of  lb*  priming  buaineaa,  worth  looking  into;  but  not  one 
Ma  going  to  abow  thai  the  information  I  nimi*hed  at  your 
requeet  ia  not  Intlkfnt,  and  entirely  reliable  for  all  practical 
purpoaes.  "  Now,  knowing  theae  foci*,  how  can  any  man 
•ay,  or  rather  wty  wouM  any  man  aay  Ibat  the  Olobe  office 
can  [not]  execute  preaa-work  for  tbiny  eenta  a  token  and 
Ibid  them  for  twelve  centa  a  token  I"  narticulariy  when  it 
waa  attted  that  no  allowance  waa  made  in  thla  atatemeal 
fbr  Iniereat  or  capital  Inveeted. 

I  regret  exoeeiUngly  the  neceaaity  which  L  think  exi*t< 
for  troubling  you,  g(*nt]emen,  with  Ibia  communication- 
My  apology  muat  be  found  in  the  fkct  that  1  have  nothing 
lu  auatain  me  in  tbe  good  opinion  of  my  fellow-citlaen*  but 
whatever  character  Imay  poeee**  Ibr  iruih  and  honeaty. 
I  acknowledge  your  rigbt  to  put  queedon*  atnwtlng  tbe 
public  inlareMa  10  me,  and  my  oMIgallim  to  anawer  them 
truthfully.  And  when  I  anawer  olberwiae,  or  fbmiah  in- 
formation the  general  correcinea*  of  which  cannot  be  ftaily 
euetoiaed  by  eompelent  evidence,  I  ahall  deaerve  and  ex- 
peel  the  wididnwal  of  that  eanfidenee  of  tbe  committee 
wbich  I  feel  proud  to  believe  tliat  I 
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Very  reepeclftolly,  your  obedient  pervant, 

WILLIAM  TOWEB8. 
To  tba  OaBHiTTaa  oa  Panrnna  »/  tha  Senole,  U.  8. 

Mr.  FiTZPATRICK.  That,  air,  ia  thaaign- 
ment  of  Mr.  Towers,  fumiahad  to  the  committae 
in  anawer  lo  Mr.  Rives's  review  of  the  firal  eati- 
matea  aub|niue<l  by  him.  If,  in  view  of  this  con- 
flict of  testimony,  the  Sen«ta  determine  thttt  If^ey 
are  competent  to  aay,  without  the  inveatigntion  of 
a  committee,  what  ia  a  reaeonable  compenaalion 
to  be  allowed,  and  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  basis 
aa  to  Ibe  reporting  for  thia  body,  let  them  do  so. 
I  have  dischaigel  my  duty.  I  have  already 
mingled  in  the  debate  lAore  thian  I  designed  to  do. 
1  have  done  so,  however,  f^m  the  foci  that  the 
two  honorable  gentlemen  who  were  my  colleagues 
on  the  committee  when  this  question  was  submit- 
ted to  their  consideration,  are  now  absent.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  do  with  this  matter.  I  have 
already  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate  more 
than  1  deaigned.and  1  will  now  leave  thequestion. 
1  Intend  to  say  nothingmore  about  it  unless  forced 
to  do  so  in  explanation. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  Alabomllto  (he  character  of 
the  testimony  upon  which  he  is  relying.  I  wish 
to  refer  him  to  one  simple  point  in  it,  and  then  to- 
ask  him  if  he  thinks  that  he  can  repose  with  con- 
fidence upon  such  testimony,  much  less  ask  the 
Senate  to  rely  upon  it. 

It  t^eoTS,  sir,  that  the  Senator  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Hamum]  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Moore, 
and  aceompanving  that  letter,  he  submitted  the 
estimates  of  Mr.  %ives,  and  requested  him  to 
review  them,  and  give  an  opinion  upon  them.  In 
place  of  doing  that,  Mr.  Moore  went  into  calcu- 
lations of  his  own.  In  giving  his  opinion  apoo 
one  very  simple  point,  it  will  be  found,  by  refer- 
ence to  his  letter,  that  he  was  so  far  erroneous, 
and  so  far  erroneous  within  bis  own  knowlsdge, 
that  it  would  seem  to  me  we  ought  to  condemn  his 
whole  testimony.  • 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  eoromunieatioii 
which  has  just  been  read  is  Mr.  Towers's,  and  not 
Mr.  Moore's. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  know  that;  but  I  am  speak- 
ing BOW  of  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Moore;  and  we 
know  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Towers  is  Tsry 
cuiionsly  corroborated  by  that  of  Mr.  Moore. 


In  his  calculation,  Mr.  Moore  aay8,-tliat  "%6  40 
a  column  is  sufficient  for  reporting  and  publishing 
the  debaus  in  the  Daily  Qlobe,  and  then  correct- 
ing, altering,  and  making  them  up  in  book  form, 
miking  a  second  edition -for  tbe  Congressional 
Olobe  and  Appendix."  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  the  faM  that  Mr.  Moore, 
being  the  foreman  of  the  Intelligencer  office,  most 
himself  have  known  that  that  very  office  had  sur- 
rendered its  contractwith  the  Senate,  and  refused 
to  fulfill  it  when  it  was  paid  $7  50  per  column  for 
the  simple  publication  m  the  inwiligeneer,  with- 
out having  to  correct,  put  in  book  form,  and  con- 
vert it  into  a  second  edition.  He  knew  that  fact; 
Mr.  Towers  knew  thatfaet{  every  meml>er  of  the 
Senate  knew  it.  Not  only  did  the  Intelligencer 
do  so,  but  the  Union  did  likewise.  I  have  eefore 
me  the  letter  of  tbe  proprietors  of  the  Intelligencer 
refusing  any  longer  to  carry  on  the  contract  at 
that  price,  because  it  did  not  remunerate  them; 
and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  lake  the  testimony  of 
their  foreman  as  conclusive  on  this  subjset,  when 
he  says  that,  for  all  that  is  done  by  Mr.  Rives, 
^6  40  per  column  is  a  auffieieotcoinpensation.  It 
does  seem  to  ms  that  in  points  so  glaring  and  so 
uncontrovertible  aa  Iheae,  the  man  himself  tuts 
shown  most  oonclusivcly  that  his  testimony  is  not 
to  be  relied  upon. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  eanoinly  should  not 
have  conteeted  the  question  before  the  Senate  in 
the  manner  in  which  I  have  done  unless  I  had  the 
most  implicit  confidence  in  theeetimstes  fumifhed 
to  me  by  Mr.  Towers.  I  know  that  gentleman, 
but  I  have  not  known  him  very  long.  With  Mr. 
Moore  I  have  a  very  limited  acquaintance;  1  think 
I  never  saw  him  but  once,  and  that  was  a  few 
hours  ago,  just  as  I  was  leaving  my  room. 
Whether  Mr.  Moors  and  Mr.  Towers  agree  upon 
the  isolated  question  referred  to  br  the  Senstor  or 
not  I  do  not  undertake  to  say,  for  I  must  really 
declare  to  the  Senate  that  I  have  not  minutety  ex- 
amined the  communiealion  of  Mr.  Moore.  It 
was  elicited  by  a  tetter  from  the  then  cbainnan  of 
the  committee,  and,  although  it  was  placed  in  my 
poaaeaaion,  I  filed  it  among  the  papers,  imsoding 
to  review  the  whole  matter  before  the  question 
ultimately  come  up  before  the  Senate.  But  if  I 
had  not  an  abiding  faith,  and  a  conscientious 
conviction,  that  these  gentlemen,  particularly  Mr. 
Towers,  approximatedto  the  truth,  I  should  never 
have  preecnted  the  statements  which  I  have  done. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  concede  that  such  is  Ihe 
impression  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  knew  the  Senator 
meant  nothing  oflTcnaive.  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Towers  himsMf,  though  he  may  not  be  strictly 
correct  in  regard  to  every  minute  item,  thinks  he 
is  in  the  neighborhood  of  what  is  right;  and  I 
have  confidence  in  hia  capacity  to  isome  to  correct 
conduaioos. 

Mr.  WELLER.  But  will  the  Senator  explain 
the  point  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  Do  Mr.  Moore  and 
Mr.  Towers  agree  on  that  point? 

Mr.  WALKER.  '  I  do  not  know  to  what  ex- 
tent they  ones. 

Mr.  Fl'raPATRICK.  I  think,  the  Senator 
will  find  that  Mr.  Towers  does  not  concur  in  that 
statement.  They  agree  in  many  things,  I  under- 
stand, but  not  in  oil. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  will  be  found  that  the  re- 
sults of  ihe  calculations  of  these  two  gentlemen 
ore  very  similar  indeed. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  On  many  questions, 
they  sre'. 

Mr.  WALKER.    You  may  take  up  the  points 

Siven  in  the  testimony,  one  by  one,  and  you  will 
nd  that  the  errors  are  no  more  egr^ous  in  the 
instance  which  1  have  given,  than  they  will  be 
found  to  be  in  almost  every  other.  I  give  this  only 
as  an  instance;  1  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Senate, 
or  I  could  go  through  all  the  pointa  made  by  Mr. 
Moore.  Mr.  Rives,  in  reviewing  the  testimonv, 
says  that  the  statements  of  Mr.  Bloore  and  Mr. 
Towers  agree  more  nearly  than  their  relationship; 
and  the  errors  are  very  great  in  both.    The  in- 
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■tance  which  I  hare  giren  ia  butarairillosUation 
of  the  errors  and  blondera  which  they  have  com- 
miued  throuehout. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.   The diOcrence  between 
Meeara.  Moore  and  Towera  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  Globe  on  the  other,  or  at  leait  one  difference 
is,  that  in  their  calculations  they  only  allow  about 
half  as  maeh  per  token  for  press-work  as  the 
Globe  claims.    The  great  diflference,  io  my  recol-  I 
lection,  is,  perhaps,  about  half  a  cent;  and  that,  { 
perhaps,  applied  to  a  token.    Of  this,  however,  1  I 
am  not  certain.  ; 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  President,  I 
■o  long  as  this  discussion  was  confined  to  our 
friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  as  a 
fiunily  aSair,  I  nsTer  intended  to  interfere  with  it; 
but  as  it  has  assumed  a  different  phase,  arid  as  I 
may  now  possibly  haTs  some  interest  in  it,  I  de- 
sire to  suggest  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  difficul- 
ties whicn  lie  in  my  way.  So  far  as  I  am  per- 
sonally concerned,  (would  not  give  a  copper  for 
the  newspaper  press  of  this  city.  I  feel  no  con- 
cern for  the  Union,  the  Intelligencer,  the  Sentinel, 
or  the  Era;  but  1  do  feel'aome  concern  about  the 
reports  of  the  Senate;  I  feel  some  concern  about 
the  Globe.  It  is  not  a  political  paper;  but  it  is  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States;  and  to  that  extent  I  have  an  in- 
terest io  it.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  for  any  Senator  here  to  form  a  satis- 
fiictory  or  correct  jodement  upon  this  subject, 
with  the  information  which  we  have  now  before 
us.  Here  are  two  members  of  the  Committee  nn 
Printing  who  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fullest  extent,  not  only  for  their  capacity 
but  for  their  integrity  and  honesty:  and  yet  they 
diSer  Mo  talo  upon  this  question.  I  have  every 
confidence  in  the  judgment  and  integrity  of  the 
Senator  ttom  Alabama;  and  I  have  every  confi- 
dence in  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas;  but  they  differ  upon  this  ouss- 
tion.  Then  where  shall  1  go?  Upon  wnose 
judgment  shall  1  rely  ?  These  Senators  concur  in 
scarcely  a  single  fact  connected  with  this  matter. 
They  are  the  only  two  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing  now  present.  There  is  a  third  mem- 
ber, as  I  understand,  who  as  yet  has  never  been 
acting  with  the  committee.  But  we  are  called 
npon  now  to  decide  between  these  two  gentle- 
men. 

Why  establish  and  or|anize  committees  here,? 
It  is  for  the  purpose  of  mvestigating  such  ques- 
tions aa  it  IS  impossible  for  the  Senate,  in  its 
aggregate  capacity,  to  examine.  The  committees 
report  facts  to  us,  and  we  act  upon  their  sugges- 
tions. The  membersof  the  Commitleeon  Prinlmg, 
who  are  present,  are  equally  divided  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  this  question 
between  them.  I  confess  I  am  not  prepared  to  do 
it.  1  want  to  do  exactly  what  is  right;  and  I  pre- 
sume everv  Senator  has  a  desire  to  do  what  is 
nsbt;  but  now  are  we  to  ascertain  what  is  right? 
The  Senator  from  Alabama  assures  us  that  if  we 
take  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
ws  shall  do  wrong;  and  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas is  equally  ceruin  that  if  we  follow  the  lead  of 
ihe  Senator  from  Alabama  we  shall  do  wrong. 
Where  then  are  we  to  go,  and  what  are  we  to  do? 
But,  sir,  what  public  necessity  is  there  for  such 
tirgwit  haste?  Why  should  we  be  required  to 
vote  on  this  matter  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  or  next 
week?  When  it  is  proposed  to  vote  away,  per- 
haps, 1100,000  of  the  public  money,  is  it  not  better 
to  wait,  and  take  time  and  let  \ha  full  committee 
get  together,  and  let  them  agree,  or  let  a  majority 
of  them  agree  upon  this  question  ? 

There  is  but  one  point  in  this  matter  about 
which  I  feel  any  interest,  and  that  is  in  sustaining 
the  reporter  of  the  Senate.  If  he  is  receiving  a 
fi^irand  adequate  compensation,  I  am  for  giving 
him  no  more;  and  if  he  is  not,  I  am  for  giving 
such  compensation  as  will  be  fair,  and  equitable, 
and  just._  .I'^at  far  I  am  willing  to  go.  But  when 
a  proposition  is  made  to  publish  our  proceedings 
in  the  newspaper  press  of  this  city,  at  an  expense 
of  |48,000  a  Congress,  I  am  not  prepared  to  vole 
for  it.    I  do  not  care  a  straw  whether  they  are 

gnblisbad  in  the  Union,  the  Intelligencer,  or  the 
entinel.  if  they  do  not  choose  to  publish  them 
for  the  bsneit  of  their  readers,  let  them  go  unpub- 
lished; but  let  iia  publish  them  here,  in  the  organ 
which  we  have  selected,  which  is  not  a  party 
paper,  bat  which  behwgs  to  tht  Oortrnnent,  so 
Ar  M  ii»  rmpottM  $o. 


Now,  sir,  this  resolution  proposes  to  pay  three 
papers  in  this  city  for  copying  our  proceedings 
from  the  Globe.    I  do  not  see  upon  what  principle 
it  is  to  bsdone.    I  do  not  think  1  can  bring  myself 
to  vole  for  it.    If  it  is  to  be  done,  I  do  not  see  upon  ^ 
what  principle  of  equity  or  Justice  the  Senate  can  ' 
refuse  to  incorporate  the  National  Era  into  this 
proposition, and  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  for  that. 
The  same  principle  that  would  lead  you  to  publish  , 
in  these  other  papera  would  justify  the  publication  { 
in  the  National  Era.    You  might  as  well  go  fur- ' 
ther,  and  propose  to  publish  the  proceedings  in  | 
some  leading  paper  of  every  Stale  of  theUnion,  as 
in  either  of  the  papera  proposed  by  this  resolu- 
tion. I 

Mr.  PETTIT.    And  better.  I 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Yes,  sir,  in  my  ' 
judgment,  far  better.  Then  ws  are  to  appropriate ' 
$48,000  a  Congress,  according  to  the  estimate  of ' 
ibeSenatorfrom  Michigan, which!  presume  is  cor- 1 
rect,  to  the  local  newspaper  press  of  (he  city  of  i 
I  Washington,  to  publish  in  their  papers  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate  ofihe  United  States,  and  ihe 
whole  amount  of  the  daily  circulation  of  all  these 
papers  is  only  four  thousand  one  hundred.     We 
are  then  to  pay  $48,000  to  get  Ihe  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  published  to,  and  circulated  among, 
four  thousand  one  hundred  people.    Inmy  judg- 
ment, it  would  be  infinitely  better  for  us  to  estab- 
lish a  press  of  our  own, and  send  outonehundred 
thousand  copies  a  day,  if  we  wish  to  do  so;  and 
I  appreheiid  that  we  could  do  it  for  this  amount 
of  money.    But.if  this  is  to  be  done  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  disseminating  intelligence  through- 
out the  country,  which  is  a  very  laudable,  proper, 
and  patriotic  object,  I  think  we  had  better  slop 
and  inquire  whether  there  is  not  some  better  way 
of  doing  it,  and  some  way  that  will  be  more  equal 
and  just  to  the  whole  country. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  resolution  which  I  under- 
stand was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, as  tothe.amount  of  increased  pay  that  should 
be  given  to  the  Globe.  If  you  will  satisfy  me 
that  it  is  necessary  to  take  five  thousand  copies 
from  its  proprietor,  1  am  willing  to  vote  for  it.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  take  ten  thousand  copies,  I  will 
vote  for  that;  but  if  a  lesser  sum  will  answer  the 
purpose,  and  give  him  a  fair,  remuneration,  I  am 
for  that  lesser  sum.  Here  is  a  resolution,  reported, 
as  I  understand,  by  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
in  which  they  propose  to  take  one  half  the  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  CongressionsI  Globe  and  Ap- 
pendix proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  resolution 
now  flefore  lis.  The  question  arises,  are  we  to 
take  the  report  of  this  committee  or  not?  If  we 
are  not  to  take  their  report,  for  what  purpose  did 
we  organize  them?  If,  however,  they  were  mis- 
taken, what  does  wisdom  suggest?  Surely  to  refer 
the  subject  back  to  them,  allpw  them  to  reinvesii- 
gate  it,  and  bring  before  us  such  a^lditional  facts 
as  will  aatisfy  us  that  we  ought  to  make  the  appro- 
priation for  five  thousand  copies  instead  of  naif ' 
that  number.  I  repeat  that,  if  it  can  be  shown  to 
me,  by  any  satisfactory  evidence,  what  amount  is 
necessary  to  sustain  this  paper,  I  will  vote  for  that 
amount;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  for  more 
than  is  fair  and  reasonable.  It  is  in  this  view, 
seeing  that  the  gentlemen  from  Arkansas  and  Ala- 
bama canaot  agree  on  the  subject,  that  1  submit 
to  them,  and  to  every  Senator  here,  whether  it  is 
not  safer  and  better  tMt  we  refer  the  matter  back 
to  the  committee,  and  let  them  reexamine  and  re- 
investigate it,  and  come  here  with  all  the  facts, 
and  present  them  to  us,  so  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  vote  intelligently.  That  is  all  that  I  wish  to 
do. 

Mr.  WELLER.  There  have  been  some  facts 
discussed  here  this  morning  which  have  attracted 
my  attention,  and  I  wish  to  obtain  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  them  from  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  ascertained 
from  some  papers  which  have  been  read  from  the 
Secretary's  table,  that  printing  paper  may  be 
purchased  here  at  f3  33  a  ream.  I  also  under- 
stand that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing 
haa  purchased  psper  which  he  furnishes  to  the 
prhiter  of  this  body  at  $6  11  a  ream.  Now,  I 
desire  to  know  how  that  contract  was  made — 
whether  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing 
invites  competition,  or  whether  behas  his  favorites 
to  whom  be  gives  these  contracts?  If  it  be  a 
species  of  favoritism,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  ex- 
posed, and  discontinued  aa  speedily  as  possible. 


I  desire  to  have  it  explained  to  me  why  it  is  that 
such  paper  as  that  upon  which  our  newspapeta 
are  printed  costs  but  $3  33  a  ream,  whilst  the 
paper  which  is  furnished  to  the  Senate  printer 
costs  $6  11  a  ream  ?  Can  my  friend  from  Arkan- 
sas give  me  this  information? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Priming  for  only  a  short  time,  and~ 
1  am  unable  to  furnish  the  information  which  the 
Senator  from  Cali/ornia  desires.  The  fact  which 
he  has  mentioned,  however,  goes  to  show,  that  in 
the  case  of  a  man  who  is  doing  his  work  properly 
and  fairly,  and  in  a  manner  to  satisfy  the  Senate, 
he  is  endeavored  to  be  cut  down  to  the  lowest, 
prices;  while  in  another  branch  of  the  service  yoa 
are  giving  perhaps  extravagant  prices.  If  the 
prices  so  paid  are  extravagant,  surely  they  ought 
to  excite  some  part  of  the  indignation  which  is 
exhibited  against  a  proposition  to  pay  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Globe  a  reasonable  compensation. 
It  would  seem,  however,  as  if  one  was  to  go  to 
the  dogs,  while  the  other  branch  was  to  be  fostered 
and  fed  at  the  expense  of  the  Grovemment. 

1  have  before  me  a  sample  or  the  paper  which 
is  used  in  our  public  printing.  It  is  such  as  ia 
in  this  book,  (exhibiting  one  of  the  public  doca- 
menls.)  It  is  rathrr  ordinary  paper.  It  is  pretty 
good  common  paper,  and  for  it  we  pay  $6  11  per 
ream.  I  understand  the  Superintendent  of  Publie 
Printing  advertised  for  two  months  before  making 
the  contract.  He  advertised  in  October  and  No- 
vember, and  the  contract  was  given  out  at  the 
commencement  of  December.  The  lowest  bid 
was  accepted.  I  am  not  informed  what  number 
of  bids  were  put  in.  But  I  seethat  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  [Mr. 
Towers]  is  now  in  the  Chamber;  and  if.my  col- 
league on  the  cemmittee — the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama— will  inquire  of  him,  be  will,  no  doubt,  be 
able  Io  ascertain  how  many  bids  were  put  in,  and 
what  were  the  circumslancts  attending  them.  I 
know  nothing  about  that.  Six  dollars  and  eleven 
cents  a  ream  is  what  we  pay  for  the  lowest  priced 
paper  which  we  get  for  our  public  priming;  and 
yet  gentlemen  talk  about  $3  25  a  ream  as  being  a 
proper  price !  The  Senator  from  Georgia  referried 
to  the  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Rives  in  1850  as  to 
the  price  of  paper.  1  do  not  think  it  is  a  sound 
areumentto  suppose  that,  because  Mr.  Rives  tes- 
tified that  paper  was  worth  a  certain  sum  in  1850, 
it  is  therefore  worth  exactly  the  same  now.  Ws 
know  that  it  is  not  a  correct  assumption,  and  we 
also  know  that  the  rise  of  price  in  everything,  and 
(mrticularly  in  paper,  has  been  verv  great  since 
1850;  for  it  has  been  since  that  time  that  tbe^jost- 
age  has  been  reduced,  by  which  reduction  a  great 
impetus  was  given  to  the  circulation  of  all  news- 
papers and  periodicals,  which  of  course  created 
an  increased  demand  for  psper.  I  have  calle4 
upon  Mr.  Rives  to  ask  in  regard  to  the  prices 
which  he  paid  then,  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing them.     In  regard  to  that  matter  he  slates: 

"  I  advanced  #88.700  Io  Ihe  mill  at  Norwich,  Cnnaeeti-  • 
cat ;  thU  ia  ilie  ressiin  why  I  (got  paper  an  low.    The  miU 
ba>  failed,  owiug  lue  every  ccui  of  Itaat  money."     , 


Mr.  Rives  states  that  he  advanced  $89,700  t« 
this  mill  in  order  to  get  his  paper  for  a  lower 
price;  but  that  the  mill  has  failed,  and  still  owes 
him  the  money.  That  is  among  the  class  of  bis  < 
misfortunes,  and,  I  presume,  ihe  heaviest  one.  I 
have  some  other  statements. 

I  suppose  the  facts  in  this  case  will  come  ont. 
I  suppose  that  men  will  not  authorize  to  be  said 
on  this  floor,  as  coming  from  them,  what  is  false; 
for  what  we  say  here  will  go  to  the  public,  and 
will  be  investigated, and  falsehood  will  be  pinned, 
wherever  it  may  originate.  Mr.  Rives  has  aulhor- 
ized  me  to  say  that  the  journeymen's  prices  per 
token  for  printing  a  paper  the  size  of  the  Globe  ia 
seventy-one  cents  a  token  when  printed  by  men, 
and  sixty-one  cents  a  token  when  printed  by  a 
man  and  a  boy,  and  the  paper  and  all  the  mate- 
rials are  furnished  by  the  publisher. 

I  have  a  few  words  further  to  say  in  regard  to 
Ihe  price  of  paper,  which  has  been  referred  to.  I 
have  before  me  a  number  of  Mr.  Rives 's  bills  for 
paper  during  thepresent  session.  They  show  ft>r 
themselves,  and  the  evidence  which  they  bear  on 
their  face  cannot  be  contradicted.  They  are  from 
a  responsible  firm,  end  1  will  exhibit  some  of  the* 
in  full,  so  that  it  may  be  seen  that  there  is  no 
mistake  about  the  matter.  Here  is  one  of  these 
biUs: 
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BiLTiHORii,  March  1, 1854. 
Ur.  J.  C.  Rim  houfht  of  nrhtetmigU  i  Uuige, 
Ko.  14  HanovtTf  tamer  ej  German  ttreet, 

IS0resin9,a4by38,45pnnu(to,«S  B7 ^881  S5 

134  reanu,  34  by  38, 44  pouDd>.85  75 770  SO 

89reaii»,24  by  38,  40  poiiiida, |S  SS 363  S3 

Draya(e 5  &0 

03,018  50 

Marked  R,  ten  bundle^!  by  cxpren. 

It  will  be  seen  th#t  the  first  item  of  paper  ut  this 
bill  is  that  which  weighs  forty-fire  pounds  to  the 
rearOf  being  the  same  weight,  and  of  the  same 
quality,  I  presume,  as  that  used  in  the  book  .to 
which  I  have  referred. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  statement  to  which  I  re- 
ferred was  in  regard  to  paper  weighing  thirty-two 
pounds,  on  which  the  Congressional  Olobe  was 
printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  was  so  at  the  time 
that  testimony  was  eiven;  but,  as  t  stated  before, 
I  have  ascertained,  after  full  investigation  into  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Rives 's  contract  is  being 
executed  by  him,  that  he  has  made  an  improve- 
ment in  every  respect  upon  what  was  done,  or 
what  was  ezpecleil  to  be  don«  when  the  contract 
was  made.  It  is  in  this  that  his  good  faith  stands 
preeminently  before  us,  and  on  this  account  his 
case  preeminently  claims  consideration  and  relief 
at  oar  hands.    Here  i«  another  bill: 
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Paper  vras  so  scarce  that  he  was  compelled  to 
J>uy  It  by  driblets,  and  get  it  as  he  could,  at  dif- 
;ferent  rates,  at  different  weights,  and  at  different 
.prices.  One  bill  which  1  presented  is  for  paper 
'Weighing  thirty-six  pounds  to  the  ream,  which  is 
'below  the  average  of  that  which  he  uses  in  his 
.publication;  and  for  that  he  paid  (4  90.  All  that 
be  complains  of  is,  that,  in  the  calculation  of  Mr. 
Towers,  which  has  been  relied  upon  here,  he  is 
•not  allowed  at  least  |4  80  for  the  paper  on  which 
he  publishes  the  Globe,  and  even  that  calculation 
is  much  below  the  rate  at  which  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Printing  has  accepted  bids  for 
furnishing  paper  for  tne  printing  of  Congress. 
The  lowest  priced  paper  which  he  obMins  for 
congressional  printing  ia  paid  for  at  tlie  rate  of 
^  11  a  ream. 

Mr.  Towers  calculates  that  |3  33  is  the  rate  at 
which  .paper  can  be  bought. 

1  have  other  bills  by  which  it  appears  that  on 
the  14th  of  March  Mr.  Rives  bought  of  the  same 
.parties  fifty-one  and  a  half  reams  of  paper,  weigh- 
ing forty-nine  pounds  to  the  ream,  at  $G  i2f ;  on 
the  I5th  of  March  two  hundred  reams  at  $6  SO. 
That  bill  is  for  paper  measuring  twenty-four  by 
thirty-eight  inches,  but  the  weight  is  not  stated  on 
the  face  of  the  bill.  On  the  I7th  of  March  he 
bought  one  thousand  reams,  weighing  forty  pounds 
to  the  ream,  twenty-four  by  thirty-eight  inches,  at 
$S  25;  fifty  reams,  same  size,  thirty-six  pounds 
to  the  ream,  at  %i  9U;  and  one  hundred  reams, 
same  size,  thirty-four  pounds  to  the  ream  at 
$4  25.  The  last  was  a  small  quantity  of  inferior 
paper,  and  m  25  was  the  lowest  price  at  which 
lie  was  able  to  purchue  a  ream  of  paper  at  that 
time,  suitable  for  prii^ting  the  debates.  The  price 
of  the  different  lots  varies  from  |4  25  to  $6  50. 
Then,  on  the  27th  of  April,  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  six  reams  at  (||4  25. 

These  bills  shnw  the  prices  which  Mr.  Rives 
has  paid  for  paper  during  a  part  of  this  session; 
and  yet  in  not  one  of  these  bills  does  the  price 
come  down  to  so  low  a  rate  as  that  stated  in  Mr. 
Towera's  estimate,  on  which  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  relies,  $3  33  or  even  to  ((4.  There  are 
only  two  cases  where  the  price  was  less  than 
i4  80,  the  amount  assumed  by  Mr.  Rives,  as  the 
basis  ef  his  calculation;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in 
one  case  he  paid  as  high  as  (6  50  a  ream.  He 
has  been  compelled  to  use  somie  ptiper  of  very  in- 
ferior quality;  but  even  that  has  cost  him  more 
than  Mr.  Towers  seems  to  think  should  be  allowed 
to  h  im  for  paper. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me'to  say  to  the  Senate, 
aAer  this  showing,  how  improperit  would  be  to 
throw  yourselves  at  sea  among  printers  who  say 
that  this  can  be  done  at  a  less  price.  Here  you 
have  the  bills,  and  you  can  judge  of  their  asser- 
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tions.  Here  you  find  that  ^  50  has  been  paid  in 
one  instance  for  paper,  while  Mr.  Towers  only 
allows  half  that  sum  !  You  would  find,  if  you 
were  to  abandon  Mr.  Rives,  who  has  done  the 
work  faithfully,  that  you  would  be  thrown  at  sea 
among  printers  who  would  charge  you  $6  50  a 
ream  for  paper,  and  a  dollar  a  token  for  press- 
work,  which  is  the  price  now  paid  for  the  printing 
of  Congress  in  every  other  form,  except  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix.  1  say,  then,  that 
if  ypa  abandon  this  establishment,  you  will  find 
yourselves  charged  his  prices  overand  overagftin, 
and  instead  of  improving  your  condition,  you  will 
be  much  worse  off.  Here  Is  a  man  who  has  done 
your  business  faithfully,  and  better  thaivyou  be- 
lieved it  could  be  done  at  the  time  when  you  made 
the  contract.  He  has  improved  it  each  succeed- 
ing day.  The  Globe  has  been  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  man  who  has  staked  himself  upon  tnis 
business,  and  has  expected  to  make  a  reputation 
in  carrying  it  on,  and  with  the  hope,  at  the  same 
time,  of  being  able  to  make  a  living  by  it  of  course. 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  lie  got  paper  at  $3  33  a 
ream,  and  other  things  in  proportion,  I  suppose 
he  could  go  on  at  present  prices. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Yes,  sir;  the  suegestion  is  a 
good  one.  If  he  got  his  paper  at  $3  33,  or  even 
at  |4  a  ream,  and  if  his  workmen  would  come 
down  to  the  prices  which  they  received  at  the  time 
the  contract  was  made,  twenty  per  cent,  below 
the  present  prices,  no  doubt  he  would  be  able  to 
go  on  with  the  compensation  which  he  at  present 
receives.  Everjr  one  who  knows  anything  in  re- 
gard to  the  prtnting  business,  knows  that  in  every 
city  of  the  Union  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
twenty  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  printing.  We  have 


heard  of  the  strikes  of  printers  for  increased 
i  and  they  have  obtained  an  advance.  But 
Rives  could  have  his  paper  at  f3  33,  or  f4 


"a  ream,  and  hare  the  press- work  done  at  the  rate 
set  down  in  Mr.  Towera's  and  Mr.  Moose's  calcu- 
lations, he  could  afford  no  doubt  to  go  on  at  (7  50 
a  column,  and  perhaps  the  other  papers  that  have 
already  declined  it,  might  go  on  at  f7  50. 

Every  other  paper  which  had  a  contract  for 
publishing  the  debates  at  %1  50  has  given  it  up. 
You  know  that  you  must  have  your  debates  pub- 
lished. Will  you  break  down  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix,  and  leave  the  business  to 
those  who  have  heretofore  abandoned  it  at  the  old 
prices?  Will  not  the  Senate  bear  in  mind  that 
the  papers  which  were  paid  at  the  price  now  al- 
lowed the  Globe,  refuse  to  carry  on  the  contract, 
and  the  Globe  alone  has  published  your  proceed- 
ings in  a  prompt  and  faithful  manner.  Will  you 
now  abandon  that  establishment  by  refusing  to  do 
what  is  Just,  upon  a  suspicion  that  perhaps  you 
are  paying  too  much }  Will  you  enter  upon  that 
policy  which  has  been  distinctively  known  for 
ages  past  as  "penny-wise  and  pound-foolish?" 
Win  you  break  up  what  you  have  here  now  as  a 
permanent,  a  good,  a  successful,  and  faithful  es- 
tablishment, and  throw  yourselves  at  sea  among 
the  men  who  make  these  calculations  to  break  it 
down?  I  will  not  say  that  is  the  intention,  but  I 
fear  it  will  be  the  effect.  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
you  abandon  this  establishment,  you  will  not  get 
another  one  to  do  this  work  for  $9  50  a  column, 
which  my  friend  from  California  proposed  to  pay 
in  the  event  that  this  body  shall  refbse  to  take 
additional  copies,  but  you  will  have  to  pay  $11  or 
$12  a  column;  or,  perhaps,  you  will  be  asked  to 
come  up  to  British  Parliament  terms,  and  pay 
$136  for  what  ia  now  furnished  in  the  Olobe  at 
$13.  Perhaps  you  would  have  to  come  up  to 
Maryland  prices,  where  this  business  was  con- 
ducted on  as  cheap  terms  as  it  could,  by  a  reporter 
whose  name  is  familiar  in  both  Halls  of  Congress. 
Or,  perhaps,  you  would  have  to  come  up  to  Penn- 
sylvania terms,  or  to  Kentucky  terms,  where  they 
have  failed,  if  not  refused,  to  answer  as  to  what 
rates  they  paid  for  services  of  the  same  character. 

The  Senate  and  the  other  House  have  been  in 
controversy  for  years  pest  upon  this  interminable, 
wretched,  and  pestiferous  subject  of  printing,  with 
its  various  adjuncts.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
quit  the  subject  now  until  they  dispose  of  it,  or 
else  discharge  me  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. The  last  Congress  was  engaged  upon  it 
almost  every  day.  Every  morning  1  heard  of 
"  printing!  printing!"  "prices!"  "  pay!"  "  con- 
sideration !''"  broken  contracts!"  "ill  faith!" 
complaints  of  every  kind,  "frauds  and  swin- 
dling."   All  this  was  being  charged,  anditthrew 


members  into  the  greatest  confusion.  I  ask  you 
now  to  settle  this  question  and  dispose  of  it.  Let 
us  fix  upon  the  terms  which,  as  rational  men, 
we  presume  we  can  stand  upon. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  have  obtained  from 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing  the  information  which  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  desired  me  to  obtain  from  him.  The 
Senator  from  Arkansas  permitted  himself,  I  think, 
to  be  led  into  an  error  when  he  presumed  that  the 
paper  for  which  the  Superintendent  of  Printing 
has  contracted  is  the  same  quality  of  paper  as  ia 
used  for  newspapers.    Such  is  not  the  fact. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  did  not  state  that  the  same 
paper  was  used  for  newspapers 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  will  state  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  in  December,  1853,  the  contract  price  for 
the  paper  used  for  the  public  printing  was  $6  10. 
In  1852  it  was  $6  30.  "Thus  the  paper  now  used 
is  twenty  cents  a  ream  less  than  that  used  the 
year  before.  This  reduction  has  been  made, 
notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  rise  in  paper, 
to  which  the  Senator  has  alluded.  The  paper 
contained  in  the  book  to  which  the  Senator  re- 
ferred, is  called  book  paper,  and  its  price  is  regu- 
lated according  to  its  weight.  Six  dollaraand  ten 
cents  is  paid  for  that  paper,  but  that  is  not  thf 
highest  price.  I  am  informed  by  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  Superintendent,  that  there  is  some  paper 
which  is  sold  as  high  as  eight  dollars  a  ream.  'The 
price  depends  upon  the  weight  and  quality.  The 
paper  contained  in  the  book  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  is  of  the  weight  of  forty-five  pounds  per 
ream,  and  is  furnished  for  $6  10  a  ream.  The 
weight  is  the  criterion  by  which  to  test  paper,  and 
by  which  it  is  sold,  and  its  price  is  regulated, 
Well,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
paper  was  purchased,  I  presume  the  gentleman 
will  acquit  the  Superintendent  of  anything  wrong 
in  that  matter,  when  he  learns  that  there  were 
from  eight  to  ten  bidders  for  the  contract,  and 
that  the  gentleman  who  got  the  contract  was  the 
lowest  bidder.  No  blame,  therefore,  can  be  at- 
tached to  the  Superintendent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Did  the  Senator  understand 
me  as  easting  any  imputation  upon  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing  in  that  matter? 

Mr.  FITZPAPTRICK.  I  beg  pardon,  it  waa 
not  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  whp  made  any 
such  imputation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  not  done  so,  and  I 
will  not  do  so.  I  should  dislike  very  much  to  say 
that  he  had  done  anything  wrong. 

Mr.  WELLER.  All  that  was  said  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  on  that  subject,  was  said  in 
reply  to  interrogatories  put  by  myself.  I  desired 
to  have  an  explanation  why  it  was  that  $3  33  was 
paid  for  a  certain  quality  of  paper  very  little  in- 
ferior to  that  for  which  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Printing  was  paying  $6  11;  and  I  asked  how 
it  was  that  that  contract  had  been  made,  whether 
competition  had  been  invited,  or  whether  the  Su- 
perintendent had  given  the  contract  to  somefavor- 
ite?  I  did  not  know  whether  such  was  the  case 
or  not;  but  if  it  was,  I  desired  that  it  should  be 
explained.  The  statement  which  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  has  now  made  is  perfectly  satisfactory, 
because  it  shows  that  the  contract  was  entered 
into  after  competition  was  invited,  and  ample 
competition,  for  there  seem  to  have  been  ten  bids 
put  in.  I  did  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  cast- 
ing any  imputation  upon  the  Superintendent.  I^ 
only  wished  to  have  the  fact  ascertained  why  this  ' 
discrepancy  should  exist  between  $3  33and$6  11. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  difference  results 
from  the  quality  and  weight  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  know  J  am  a  veiy  un- 
guarded speaker;  but  if  anything  has  fallen  from 
my  lips  which  is  calculated  to  make  an  impression 
that  I  intimated  any  such  thing  ss  corruption  on 
the  part  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing, 
it  is  altogether  wrong;  there  is  no  ground  for  it. 
I  have  intended  to  make  no  such  charge,  and  I  am 
sure  I  made  none. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  explanation  is 
satisfactory.  I  must  do  the  Superintendent  (he 
justice  to  say  that  so  far  as  his  conduct  has  fallen 
under  my  observation,  he  is  a  very  faithftil  and 
intelligent  officer.  The  Senator  might  easily  haVs 
been  led  into  error,  without  this  explanation,  on 
account  of  the  great  discrepancy  of  price.  I  am 
assured  by  the  Superintendent's  clerk  that  price 
is  regulated  by  the  weight  of  the  paper,  and  that 
a  much  higher  price  is  required  for  a  superior  arti- 
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de  of  book  paper  ihan  for  that  on  which  the  Olobe 
and  other  newapapen  are  printed.  Such  is  my 
information. 

The  PRBSIDINa  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Coons 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  ia  on  referring  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  shall  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  service  on  that  committee,  if  the 
subject  be  sent  back  to  them. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Let  the  Senate  settle  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  Senate  have  all  the  facts 
before  them,  and  they  can  go  on  and  inTesti°;ate 
the  matter  as  well  as  the  committee  can.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Senate  will  not  refer  the  subject  to 
the  committee,  I  have  another  reason  for  boping 
that  this  will  not  be  done,  and  that  is  a  persotial 
one,  and  one  of  delicacy.  The  report  which  was 
made  by|  the  committee  was  rather  adverse  to  the 
proposition  which  I  at  first  submitted:  but  I  have 
laid  the  facts  before  the  Senate.  The  whole  ques- 
tion has  been  presented  to  them,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  have  the  matter  gone  into  again  upon  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mt.  GWIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  obtrude  this 
'  aufstion  on  the  Snialor  from  Arkansas,  if  it  be 
disagreeable  to  him;  but  I  conceive  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  insist  that  thequestioo  shull  be  investigated, 
so  that  we  may  understand  exactly  what  we  are 
voting  for;  ana  therefore,  if  he  does  not  wish  to 
have  the  subject  referred  to  the  committee  of  which 
he  is  a  memoer,  let  us  have  a  select  committee  to 
examine  it.  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  there  is 
not  a  member  of  the  Senate  who  does  understand 
this  question.  Who  of  us  understands  the  elabo- 
rate statements  which  have  been  made  this  morn- 
ing by  the  two  Senators  on  the  Committee  on 
Printing  ?  Not  one  of  us.  One  of  those  Senators 
does  not  even  understand  the  papers  which  the 
other  has  brought  forward.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  does  not  understand  those  which  have 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama; and  the  Senator  from  Alabama  does  not 
understand  those  which  the.  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas has  presented .  It  is  evident,  then,  that  we  do 
not  understand  the  question.    • 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  act  with  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  in  providing  for  putting  the  Con- 
gressional Qlobe  upon  a  permanent  footing;  but  I 
hope  we  shall  not  be  compelled  to  vote  bhndlyon 
this  question.  I  suppose  the  result  of  this  reso- 
lution, if  it  be  adopted,  will  be  to  add  an  expense 
of  from  |50,000  to  $100,000  a  year  to  our  contin- 
gent fund.  Now,  1  should  liKe  to  know  if  any 
Senator  can  state  what  amount  of  appropriation 
we  shall  be  placing  on  this  fund  by  our  action  on 
this  resolution.  It  is^well  known  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  that  there  is  scarcely  a  session  of  Con- 
cress  that  we  escape  from  almost  direct  insult 
from  the  other  House  on  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  treat  our  contingent  fund.  I  sup- 
pose there  is  scarcely  a  member  of  the  Senate 
who  has  not  investigated  it,  who  knows  theamount 
of  expenditure  from  that  fund  at  this  time.  We 
are  now  expending  upwards  of  $200,000  a  year  out 
of  our  contingent  fund ;  and  here  is  a  proposition 
to  put  on  that  same  fund  an  indefinite  amount — 
from  (50,000  to  #100,000.  All  admit  that  it  can- 
not be  less  than  |50,000.  We  do  not  know  how 
many  of  these  papers  will  accept  thisproposition. 
Why  are  they  not  consulted  ?  Why  are  they 
asked  to  print  our  proceedings  without  our  know- 
ing whether  they  wish  to  do  it  or  not? 

I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Senate  that  we  should 
investigate  this  subject  before  we  go  any  further, 
so  that  we  can  ftive  an  elaborate  report  on  it,  that 
we  may  not  fasten  on  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  such  an  enormous  expense  without  know- 
ing the  amount,  and  without  the  Senate  being  con- 
vinced of  its  necessity.  If  this  printing  is  to  be 
done,  let  us  put  the  anlount  of  the  appropriation 
in  the  general  appropriation  bills.  Let  us  not 
bring  odium  on  the  Senate  by  making  our  con- 
tingent fund  such  an  enormous  charge  upon  the 
Treasury.  By  this  resolution,  if  we  act  upon  it 
now,  we  give  ourselves  a  huge  additional  quantity 
of  books. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Perhaps  I  con  give  the  Sen- 
ator the  Information  which  he  desires.  We  are 
not  as  barren  of  information  as  he  thinks.  Every 
Senator  can  estimate  theamount  for  himself.  The 
additional  number  of  copies  of  the  Congressional 
Qlobe  and  Appendix  proposed  to  be  taken  is  so 


I  the  #45,000  additional 


near  five  thousand  that  we  may  assume  that  round 
number  as  the  amount.  We  know  that  the  cost 
will  be  nine  dollars  a  copy  for  a  Congress — for 
two  years.  This  gives  #45,000  as  the  amount 
of  additional  expense  for  the  Congressional  Olobe 
during  the  whole  Congress.  The  l^enator  assumes 
that  the  expense  eannot  be  less  than  #50,000,  and 
may  be  #100,000.  The  question  of  the  contingent 
fund  has  nothing  to  do  with  what  is  a  fair  price 
for  this  work. 

.Mr.  OWIN.  Out  of  what  fund  is  the- money 
to  be  paid  .> 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Out  of  the  contingent  Aind. 

Mr.  OWIN.  That  was  my  argument.  The 
Senatof  speaks  of  the  Congressional  Globe  alone; 
but  the  resolution  provides  for  the  publication  by 
the  other  papers,  at  #4  50  a  column;  and  it  has 
been  estimated  that  that  will  amount  to  #16,000 
each.  Can  the  Senator  tell  what  papers' will  ac- 
cept the  proposition  ? 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  resolution  is,  I  understand, 
that  a  proposition  shall  be  made  to  three  papers, 
each  of  them  to  publish  at  #4  50  a  column.  Any 
paper  which  accepts  will ,  it  is  said ,  receive  #16,000 
for  a  Congress.  Now,  if  all  three  accept,  there 
would  be  #16,000  to  each,  making  #48,000  for  a 
Congress.  Add  this  sum  to  the  #45,000  addi- 
tional subscription  for  the  Globe,  and  you  have 
#93,000  as  the  utmost  expense  which  can  be  in- 
curred by  th^  passage  of  this  resolution,  for  two 
years. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  am  thankful  to  the  Senator. 
The  question  I  made  was  this:  whether  the  papers 
who  are  invited  to  make  these  publications  had 
presented  themselves  here  asking  for  them,  or 
were  willing  to  accept  theterpis?  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  this  ia  not  known,  for  otherwise^e 
information  would  be  laid  before  us.  I  take  it# 
not  known  that  these  three  papers  will  acceplf 
but  if  they  do,  it  will  make  an  expense  of  #48,000. 
We  shSll  incur  under  this  resolution  #45,000  ex- 
pense for  the  Congressional  Globe.  These  two 
Items  will  make  #93,000  to  be  added  to  our  con- 
tingent fund,  the  appropriations  for  which  now 
exceed  #375,000  a  year. 

Mr.BRODHEAD.    Is 
or  aegregite? 

Mr.  GmVIN.  I  confess  I  have  been  tryipg  to 
pay  some  attention  to  the  matter,  and  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  #45,000  is  additional  or  aggre- 
gate.   Who  can  tell  ? 

Several  Skmators.    Aggregate. 

Mr.  WELLER.    Additional. 

Mr.  OWIN.  One  Senator  says  it  is  aarre- 
gate  and  another  says  it  is  additional.  This 
shows  that  we  are  all  at  sea  about  this  matter.  I 
do  not  wish  to  force  this  question  apon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing;  and  certainly,  if  a  select  com- 
mittee be  raised  for  the  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  cannot  act  upon  it,  for  I  have  more  than  I 
can  attend  to.  All  that  I  wish  is  to  have  a  com- 
mittee of  this  body  examine  and  report  upon  the 
subject,  and  give  us  oil  the  facts. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  hope  the  Senator 
will  move  to  refer  this  matter  to  s  select  commit- 
tee. 1  unite  with  my  colleague  on  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  in  say- 
ing that  I  would,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure, 
be  released  from  service  on  that  committee.  I 
prefer  having  no  connection  with  it.  I.  have  in- 
vestigated matters  falling  within  the  province  of 
that  .committee  until  I  am  really-  worn  out  with 
the  subject.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  Senate  will 
adopt  the  proposition  of  ths  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, and  refer  the  question  to  an  independent, 
select  committee.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot 
but  be  satisfactory  to  the  friends  as  well  as  the 
opponents  of  this  measure.  If  such  a  committee 
be  raised,  I  wish  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
it;  but  I  hope  thq  subject  will  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  be  appointed  in  any  form  the 
Senate  may  suggest. 

Mr.  JOHN^N.  If  ,^e  subject  is  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  I  wish,  also,  to  be 
excused  from  service  upon  it,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  I  hope,  at 
any  rate,  the  Senate  will  not  send  the  subject  iMck 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
very  diligently  to  the  remarks  which  have  been 
maae  by  the  gentleme'h  who  are  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  who  seem  to  have  thrown 
up  this  business;  and, after  the  explanation  which 
they  have  given,  I  shall  have  no  diiSculty  as  to 


the  principle  on  which  my  vote  shall  be  cast,  al- 
though I  nave  some  little  difficulty  as  to  the  facts 
of  the  case.  I  ion  inclined,  however,  to  coneiir 
generally  in  the  statements  of  the  Suiator  -from 
Arkansas,  who  seems  to  have  paid  much  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  1  have  looked  over  the  state- 
ment of  the  publisher  of  the  Globe,  and  that  has 
confirmed  my  opinion.  We  ought  to  print  our 
Journals  and  proceedings.  We  are  required  to  de 
so  by  the  Constitution,  fronv  time  to  time.  This 
work  has  been  now  for  a  number  of  years  before 
the  public,  printed  by  the  authority  of  Congress. 
Ths  work  bos  been  done  well,  excellently  wdl; 
and  I  am  willing  to  give  a  fair  eonaideration  for 
the  Congnssionol  Globe.  All  seem  to  be.egreed 
that  this  is  ri^bt;  that  we  should  give  what  is  a 
fikir  compensation  and  liberal  p^.  Just  let  me 
know^nat  ths,t  is,  and  I, will  vote  for  it.  So  for 
as  the  cose  now  stands,  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  the  Senator  from  Arkansss  is  nearer 
right  than  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  and  these- 
fore,  if  driven  to  a  vote,  I  shall  have  to  vole  with 
him;  but,  I  must  admit,  with  some  difficulty  in 
my  mind  with  regard  to  ths  subjeot.  I  am  willii^ 
to  give  a  liberal  compensation  for  work  whioh  is 
well  done. 

As  to  the  proposition  to  provide  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  delMtes  in  the  other  city  papers,  1 
regard  it  as  wholly  unnscesaory,  and  1  am  op- 
posed to  it.  We  discharge  our  duty  when  we 
nave  our  debates  publisbed  in  such  a  monnar  that 
every  one  whp  wanu  them  can  get  at  them;  and 
1  cannot  sse  any  propriety  in  payings  number  of 
other  papers  from  #40,000  to  #50,000  for  addi- 
tional circulation  among  four  thousand  subscri- 
bers. It  is  probable,  as  the  subscription  pitee  of 
these  papers  is  ten  dollars  a  year,  that  they  circu- 
late among  a  class  of  people  who  could  mors 
eisily  get  st  the  reports  as  they  are  now  published 
than  any  other,  and  to  whom  they  ate  more  ac- 
cessible; while  the  four  millions  of^ voters  and  ths 
twenty  millions  of  inhabitants  ofthe  United  Slates 
will  be  excluded.  You  cannot  make  the  publica- 
tion sufficiently  general  so  as  to  inform  everybody 
without  an  enormous  expense.  This  is  a  prop- 
osition to  incur  a  large  expense  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  it  to  the  local  papers  here. 

Some  gentlemen  have  put  it  on  the  ground  lliat 
it  is  for  the  purpose  of  informing  gentlemen  of 
different  parties.  I  object  to  it  on  that  ground.  I 
do  nolSonsJdsr  that  any  of  these  papers  repre- 
sents me.  You  have  here  the  represcntatire  of 
the  Administration.  That  does  not  represent  me. 
Then  you  have  the  representative  of  the  Demo- 
cratic parly,  I  believe,  in  ths  Sentinel.  That 
does  not, represent  me.  Then  you  have  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  That  represents  the  Free- 
Soil  division  of  the  Whig  party,  and  is  no  repre- 
sentative for  me.  Therefore  where  are  we,  the 
Republicans  ofthe  South,  and  those  whom  I  rep- 
resent on  this  floor,  ths  Republican  Whig  P***y 
of  the  South,  to  look  ?  You  do  not  give  it  to  all. 
If  you  are  to  act  on  this .  prinapft,  why  not 
include  the  National  Era,  wnieb  I  am  told  has  a 
great  many  more  subscribers  than  either  of  these 
other  papers,  or  all  of  them  combined  ?  If  you 
do  not  intend  to  divide  this  work  in  little  jobs  be- 
tween small  divisions  and  diqoes  of  the  Demo- 
cratic or  Whig  parties,  publish  your  proceedings 
in  the  Globe,  where  they  are  accessible  to  all. 
When  yon  have  done  this,  you  havs  complied 
with  your  constitutional  duty.  Pay  liberally  for 
it,  and  have  it  well  done,  and  leave  the  rest  to  the 
public.  I  am  therefora  opposed  to  this  part  of 
the  reeolution,  and  I  shall  vote  against  it;  but  so 
far  as  the  Globe  is  concerned,  i  think  we  dis- 
charge our  duty  when  we  publish  ths  debates 
there,  and  pay  it  Uberally.  Let  us  put  that  on  a 
good  basis.  For  that  purpose  I  shall  vo,te  at  pres- 
ent with  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  believing 
that  what  he  proposes  is  as  near  as  I  ctm  come  to 
a  liberal  and  loir  compensation  to  that  paper. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  refer  tne  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  t'rinting,  resulted  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mestry.  Chsie,  Claylon,  Dawson,  Dodae  o 
Wise<miiii,  Dodga  or  lows,  FiapsMck,  root,  Qwto,  Joaee 
of  TennesM*,  Busk,  SlMell,  Staait,  Bamner,  as4  Tooee; 

NATS— Mann.  Allen,  AicUmd,  Bsdier,  Beirisinin, 
Bcigbt,  Bndbcad,  Brana,  (hooper,  Doaglai,  Hunter,  Jaaee, 
JoliDKm,  Msllory,  Monon,  Noini,  Pesree,  Peltlt,  Pratt, 
Babonian,  Thonwaon  of^  Kentnekr,  Toomto,  Wa^ 
Walker,  WeUer,  sod  WUUan»-aS. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1221 


Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  now  move  to  refer 
the  whole  eubjeot  to  a  eeleet  committee  of  five 
iMinbere,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Cbair. 

Mr.  CHA8B  called  for  tho  Tea*  and  ii«ye  on 
thia  motion;  and  tbay  were  oroered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  14>  nays  S3;  as  followe: 

YBAS-'ltamn.  Benjamin,  Chiw,  Clayton,  Damoo, 
Dodfe  of  WtKMMitt,  Oodfe  oT  Iowa,  Piapnlrieii,  Foot, 
Owln,  Jones  of  Tennawee,  MaDory,  Kuik,  Buinner,  un 


To«»y— M 
<tYf    ' 


NAT 8— Menn.  Allen,  Aielil«on,  Badger,  Brffhl,  Brad- 
liead.  Brown.  Cooper,  Douglas,  Buner,  James,  Jobnsoo, 
Morton,  Norrla,  Pearce,  Prw,  Sebaatlai) JBluart,  Thomp- 
son or  Kenioeky,  Toombs,  Wade,  Waller,  Welltr,  and 
WUBame-M.     '  "•  ^       • 

So  the  motion  woa  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Upontbaraadingof  thorea- 
olution  it  will  be  aeen  tliat  it  is  capable  of  division. 
The  first  part  relates  to  the  matter  of  printing  in 
the  city  papers.   , 

Th«  PABSlDINa  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Cowm  in 
thaChair.)  Thaehairuadantanda  tbataaametDd- 
ment  has  beeo  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  beUeve  tha  Senator  fto» 
Indiana  accepted  that  amendment. 

Mr.  BRieHT.    I  accepted  it. 

TbePRGSIOINOOPFICBR.  Than  tha  on. 
ginal  raealation  will  be  so  modified.  As  it  is  siu- 
eeptibJe  of  diriaioa,  thequestion  will  first  be  on  tha 
first  branch  of  the  reeolution,  in  thess  words: 

Bmolmd,  Tbat  IbeSeeralaiyor  die  Senate  be,  and  Ira 
is  hersby,  direelsd  to  eonlracl  with  the  proprieion  of  Die 
WastalDfloa  Sentinel,  lb«  Waabiagton  l/nioa,  and  tlieNa 
Uonal  Intslligeneer,  for  pnUisbing  all  tbs  proceedings  and 
debates  of  lb«  Senate,  orwiib  sa«n  of  Uien  as  sball  desire 
to  do  so :  iVsvidsd,  That  soeh  pabHeaiioa  lie  copied  ftom  the 
Olobc  "  by  aaiboiinr,"  and  shall  be  pobUahed  aaHre  wMMn 
fiiny-eigtat  boon  aner  the  same  appears  In  the  Globe,  and 
attbe  rate  of  (4  SO  per  coloma. 

The  question  is  upon  thia  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  SLIDBLL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  weref  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  should  like  to  have  JSena- 
tois  undweiaod  onequestion  about  which  nothing, 
i  belisTe,  has  yet  bean  said;  but  which  the  Senate 
had  better  understand  before  they  lain  the  votcl 
The  branch  of  the  resolution  upon  which  wa  are 
about  to  take  the  queetion,  provioea  for  printing  the 
proceedings  in  three  papers,  not  the  procee£ngs 
of  Congress,  but  simply  the  proceeding«of  this 
body.  That  will  not  .make  mors  than  half  the 
whole  proceedinga  of  Congress;  for  the  debatea  af 
(he  other  Hoosa  ar«  about  the  length  of  ours.  It 
baa  been  alleged  that  the  cost  wilfbe  |16,000  pec 
Coi^ress  for  each  paper. 

m.  BROWN.  It  wUl  be  a  littia  leas  than  half 
of  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  will  be  the  amount  for 
the  debates  of  thia  body. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  There  has  been  a  great  mis- 
.apprehension  on  that  point.  The  sum  will  only 
b«  half  the  amount  which  haa  been  stated. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  think  my  friends  ought  to 
understand  that  Question  before  they  rote. 

The  question  being  taken  bv  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  17,  nays  31;  aa  rollowa: 

YBASrMessrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Badnr,  Banlamia, 
Bri^t,Blbdhead,  Brown,  Claj        "       ^^  '^ 

of' 


ight,  Bibdhead,  Brown,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Dawson,  Ooiig- 
I.  Hunter.  Jaoias,  Johnson,  Prait,  Staart,  and  Thompson 
kenlneky-t7.  "^ 


WUIiams-31 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  reeolution  was  not 
agreed  tq. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  wieh  to  eive  notice  that  I 
shall  move  a  reconsideration  or  this  vote  to-mor- 
row, with  a  view  to  take  the  question  when  there 
is  a  full  Senate4>resent.  I  voted  in  the  negative 
for  no  other  reason  thui  to  enable  me  to  move  a 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  QWIN.  Then  I  hope  the  whole  subject 
will  be  poetponcd.  If  we  are  to  have  any  part  of 
the  subject  up  to-morrow,  let  us  have  the  whole 
of  it  up  then.    • 

Seveml  Sbnatobs  .    Let  us  take  the  vote  on  the 
other  branch  of  the  proDosition  now. 
<    The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Tha  question 
now  recurs  on  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution 
in  these  words: 

Jlssohied,  That  Uie  ISscraiary  of  lbs  Seaate  eontracl  with 
■be  praprlstor  of  the  Globe  for  Are  thonsand  and  twenty- 
two  additional  eoplesof  the  Congressional  Globs  and  Ap- 
pendii  Ibr  the  present  Coognss. 


Mr.  BE!NJAMIN.  I  move  to  amend  bv  striking 
out  "five  thousand  and 'twenty-iwo,"ana  inserting 
one  half  that  number—"  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eleven."  The  Committee  on  Printing 
hare  reported  in  favor  of  taking  two  thousand  five 
hiyidrea  and  eleven;  and,aa  tney  have  come  to 
that  determination,  and,  as  I  understand  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Globs  will  be  satisfied  with  this,  I 
think  it  is  quite  sufficisnt. 

Mr.  DA  WSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  amendment;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  am  willing  to  vou  for  the 
amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana, provided  the  appropriation  for  the  expense 
of  reporting  and  publishing  be  increased.  I  have 
already  said  this  morning,  that  I  have  the  most 
eatisfactory  evidence  that  it  cosw  something  over 
nine  dollars  a  column  for  reporting  and  publish- 
ing our  debates  in  the  Globe.  That  is  the  actual 
cost  without  any  reference  to  the  interest  upon  the 
money  invested  in  the  establishment.  I  intimated 
a  while  ago,  that  1  intended  to  eubmit  a  motion  to 
increase  Ue  rate  to  (9  SO  a  column,  which  would 
give  the  publisher  some  forty  cents  profit  per  col- 
umn of  the  reports  of  our  debates  which  will,  of 
course  include  the  interest  on  the  money  invested. 
Now,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  two  thousand  five 
hundred  copies  with  the  understanding  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  fix  the  compensation  for  re- 
porting and  publishing  at  |9  SO  instead  of  $7  SO  a 
column;  but  it  woukTbe  no  remuneration  what- 
ever to  the  publieher  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
unless  wa  agreed  to  that,  and  until  1  am  satisfied 
on  that  point,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Loiuiaoa. 
Jtr.  ^BENJAMIN.  Mr.  President,  1  have 
iiWer  been  actuated  by-a  parsimonious  spirit  aa 
regards  the  expendituras  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Statee;  and  more  especially  would  I 
avoid  anvthing  that  would  savor  of  such  a  spirit 
in  the  puolicauon  of  the  debates  of  this  body.  It 
is  understood  that  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe  is 
not  suflicisntly  paid.  I  thmk  that  is  the  sense  of 
theSenaie.  We  must,  therefore,  pay  mora  money. 
There  are  two  modes  of  doing  that.  Ons  inode  Is 
lh»t  pointad  out  by  the  Senator  from  California, 
by  increasing  tha  amount  paid  to  the  proprietor 
foe  each  column  of  tha  debatea  ttpotua  and  pub- 
lished. The  other  mods  of  payirlg  him  is  to  lake 
a  greater  number  of  the  copies  furnished  by  him 
at  the  presoit  prioes.  Ths  sole  qaestioa  bMfore 
the  Senate  is  which  of  theae  two  ways  is  ths  best. 
1  presume  no  Senator  deairea  first  (o  increase  the 
price,  and  secondly  to  increase  ths  number.  It 
seems,  to  be  also  the  general  ssnse  of  the  Ssnate 
that  if  we  are  to  pay  more  money  to  the  propri- 
etor, it  would  be  well  to  hove  more  copies  of  ths 
publication  instead  of  paving  him  a  larger  sum 
for  ths  present  number  or  copies. 

There  remains,  therefore,  bot  a  singla  queation 
for  our  daeiiion,  and  it  is  this:  what  aaditiomd 
nwnbsr  of  copies  will  suffice  to  sscare  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  that  journal  an  adequate  remunertttion 
for  the  labor  and  espenaea  incurred  by  him  in  the 
publication  i  The  proposition  is  to  pay  to  him 
thssubaoriptioo  price  or  five  thousand  and  twenty- 
two  copies,  which,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  after  listening  very 
attentively  to  the  entire  discussion,  would  yield 
him  a  profit  of  over  |90,000,  in  .mldition  to  the 
pressnt  prices  which  he  rsceives.  I  further  un- 
deiatana  that  an  inereaae  of  the  subscription  of 
half  that  amount  will  jriald  him  about  113,000; 
and  I  still  further  understand,  that  when  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  reported  back  a  resolution  to 
this  body  to  subambe,  in  addition  to  the  present 
number,  for  a  number  equal  to  one-half  that  now 
taken  by  the  Hoosf  of  Rqtreaentatives,  the  pro- 
prietor of  tha  Globe  was  not  indisposed  to  accept 
tbat  as  an  adequate  remuneration.  I  think,  sir, 
ha  will  be  satisMd  with  it.  Of  course  he  would 
like  more;  but  I  am  confident,  ftom  all  that  I  have 
seen  and  beard  on  the  svbjeet,  that  thia  will  satiafy 
him;  and  we  ranr  be  assured,  if  it  will  satisfy 
him,  tbat  it  is  a  liberal  price.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  however  gentlemen  inay  be  disposed  to  sus- 
tain this  publication— and  I  yield  to  none  of  them 
in  the  sincerity  of  a  desire  to  sustain  at— yet  they 
will  reflect  that  this  is  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
we  are  votmg  away,  and  that  if  one  half  the 
amount  will  suffice,  weoueht  not  to  go  beyond  it. 
I  i^ee  fully  with  everything  that  was  said  by 
the  Senator  from  TennessecjTMr.  Juinta,]  this 
morning,  on  that  sabjset.    With  two  thousand 


five  hundred  and  eleven  copies,  I  believe  the  Globe 
can  be  sustained;  and  1  have,  therefore,  made  the 
motion  which  is  now  subroitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  queation  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted— yeas  10,  naya  35;  as 
follows: 

YBAS— Messrs,  AleUson,  Benjainln,  Chase,  Dawaoa, 
Dodge  of  Iowa,  Pllzpairick,  Hunter,  Jooaa  ofTsnneisee, 
Fialt,  and  Toucey— 10. 

NAN'S— HrssiB.  Allen,  Badger,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Clay- 
ion,  Cooper,  Dodge  of  wiKonsin,  Pool,  James,  Johnson, 
Haflory,  Morton,  Norris,  Pettll,  Busk,  Sebatdan,  Blidell, 
Small,  Sumner,  Thompson  of  Kenioeky,  Toombs,  Wade, 
Walker,  Weller,  and  Wlllianis— SS. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  believe  itis  the  universal  wish 
of  the  Senate,  in  which  prbbablv  every  Senator 
concurs,  to  give  to  the  Globe  a  full  compensation 
for  the  printing  of  the  proceedings  and  oebates  of 
the  Senate.  1  certainly  concur  in  that  wish;  and 
in  voting  for  the  amendment  of  ths  Senator  fltim 
Louisiana,  I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
having  any  different  opinion;  but  I  do  desire  to 
submit  one  or  two  suggestions  to  ths  Senat,e  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  which  I  hope  may  meet 
their  concurrence. 

It  is  stated  that  by  taking 'from  the  Globe  this 
number  of  additional  copies  we  shall  secure  to  it 
a  sOfficient  profit  to  indemnify  it  fully  for  tha  coet 
of  publication,  and  leave  a  reasonable  eompenea- 
tion  to  the  proprietor.  Tbat  is  the  object  which 
we  all  desire  to  secure.  Now,  sir,  if  seme  such 
amendment  as  that  offered  by  the  Senator  from. 
Louisiana,  coupled  with  a  provision  authorising 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  contract  with  the 
proprietor  of  the  Globe  to  furnish  his  paper  to 
each  of  the  different  newspaper  establishments  in 
the  eotmtry,  could  be  adoptM,  it  would  secure  the 
(Ull  object  of  giving  him  an  ample  compensation, 
while  It  would  effect  that  which  some  Senators 
seem  to  desire — to  reduce  the  number  of  copies 
given  to  each  individual  member. 

Mr.  WELLER.  He  furnishes  to  seven  eighths 
now. 

°  Mr.  CHASE.  I  know  he  fiimishes  now,  at  a 
very  considerable  .«ost,  an  exchange  to  a  great 
nnmbar,  not,  however,  anythfaglike  seven  eighths 
of  the  newspapers.  ^ 

.  Mr.  WELLER.  I  should  have  said  seven 
tenths. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Not,  I  think,  more  than  one 
quarter.  But,  Mr.  Preaident,  if  we' provide  for 
supplying  this  publication  to  all  the  papers  in  the 
Union,  at  aome  reasonable  cost,  to  be  ascertained 
on  a  conference  between  the  proprietOf  of  the 
Globe  and  the  Committee  on  Printing,  the  effect 
would  be  that  ths  authorized  report  of  &e  speeches 
of  every  Senator  would  go,  At  merely  to  the  audi- 
ence here,  and  not  merely  to  the  audience  eupplied 
by  the  Globe,  but  to  an  audience  composed  of  the 
euitorial  corps  of  the  whole  country.  They 
would  be  furnished  at  once  witbL.the  meane  of 
knowing  exactly  what  tranepires  in  this  Chamber 
and  in  the  other  Houss,  and  they  would  have  it 
in  their  power  to  furnish  such  portions  of  it  to  their 
readers  as  they  should  see  fit.     ' 

I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Senate,  but  simply 
to  throw  out  these  sugge^ons,  and  to  submit  ths 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  in  con- 
nection with  an  additional  provision.  I  will  barely 
say,  that  the  price  can  be  so  graduated  that  the 
coat  to  this  body  will  be  no  greater  than  the  cost 
which  we  propose  to  incur  by  printing  the  whole 
number.  The  provision  which  1  submit,  in  con- 
nection with  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  ia  the  following : 

"And  that  the  Commluee  on  Prindnf  be  authorized  to 
eontns'twith  the  proprietor  of  the  Globx  Ihr  rurnlnhinga 
copy  or  the  Congfcssfonal  or  Dally  Globe  to  each  nexn- 
paper  csiabttshmeBt  In  Uw  United  Stales." 

Mr.  WELLER.    At  vhat  price? 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  suppt  ie  that  will  be  a  cost  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars  at  'east.  The  Daily  Globe 
is  now  furnished,  I  undersiuid  from  its  publisher, 
and  certainly  without  profit  'a  him,  at  five  dollars 
a  year.  I  suppose,  if  you  t&»  every  press  in  the 
country  to  which  the  amendment  applies,  and 
send  a  copy  of  the  Globe  to  it,  he  could  not,  of 
course,  be  required  to  send  it  at  a  less  price  titan 
he  is  now  giving  it  to  us— fire  dollars  a  copy;  and 
that  would  cost,  I  guess,  if  1  may  be  permitted, 
without  being  a  Yankee,  to  gueaa,  at  least  half  a 
million  dollars. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Can  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
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inform  u*  honr  manjr  newspaper  eatablisbmenta 
there  are  in  the  United  Siatea  ? 

Mr.  CHASE.  A  little  orer  eix thounnd;  and 
then,  taking  the  eatimaieof  my  friend  from  Mary- 
land, and  multiplying  six  thousand  by  fire,  the 
whole  coat  would  be  fl30,000.  So  much  for  the 
estimate  of  half  a  million.  But  it  is  not  neees- 
sary  to  give  five  dollars.  You  can  eive  a  smaller 
amount,  but  enough  still  to  yield  a  profit.  I 
merely  wish  to  submii  it.  I  do  not  feel  any  par- 
ticular interest  in  it.  I  wish  it  to  be  coupled, 
howerer,  with  the  amendment  of  tlie  Senator  from 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  That  has  been  roted  down. 

Mr.  BADQER.  This  will  soon  be  with  it. 
[Laughter.] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  not  been 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  ask  to  have  mine  read  in 
connection  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana.  That  has  been  voted  down,  it  is 
true,  but  I  adopt  it  as  part  of  my  amendment, 
and  it  becomes  a  substantive  proposition. 

Mr.  BADGER.    You  put  the  two  to|;ether. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Yes.  My  proposition  is  to 
strike  out  "five  thousand  and  twenty-lwo,"and  in- 
sert "  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  eleven," 
and  then  to  add  the  provision  which  I  have  stated, 
so  as  to  make  it  read: 

Renlnid,  Tbst  the  Secrrurr  of  the  Sennle  be,  and  he  i> 
hereby,  dihicled  to  contract  with  flie  proprietor  of  the  Globe 
fbf  two  thouraiid  Ave  hundred  and  eleven  copien  oT  the 
Congrewional  Globe  and  Appendix  for  the  preMni  Con- 
grsH ;  and  that  theOommittee  on  Printing  be  authorized  to 
contract  with  the  proprietor  of  the  Globe  for  furnishings 
copy,  of  the  Congrexional  or  Daily  Globe  to  etch  newa- 
paper  embliibiiMnt  in  the  United  Siatea. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
now  recurs  on  the  second  branch  or  the  resolu- 
tion, as  follows: 

Hntlved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Senste  be,  and  be 
la  hereby,  directed  to  contract  with  the  proprietor  of  the 
Globe  for  Ave  Ibooaand  siid  twenty-tWo  eoplea  of  the  Coii- 
freaaionsl  Globe  and  Appendix  for  the  preaent  Congreas. 

Mr.  RUSK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
resolution;  and  they  were  ordered;  and  beinf; 
taken,  resulMd — yeas  39,  nays  7;  as  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Badfer,  Benjamin,  Rrodhead, 
Brown,  Chaae,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Dodge  of  Wisconain, 
Foot,  Gwin,  UuDler,  Jamea,  Johnaon,  mallory.  Morion, 
Norria,  Patlit,  Pratt,  Sebaatlan,  SUdell,  Sinarl,  Huniner, 
Thompnn  of  Kentucky,  Toomba,  Wade,  Walker,  Wel- 
ter, and  Williaroa— 99. 

NAYS— Meeara.  Atchison,  Dawaon,  DoAte  of  Iowa, 
Fiizpatrick,  ion«a  of  Tenoesaee,  Ru~k,  and  Toacey— 7. 

So  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tboridat,  May  18,  ]854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
RIGHTS  OF  NEUTRALR. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President^  of  the  United  Siatea, 
transmitting  a  report  frorn  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer-to  the  res- 
olution of  the  Houseof  Representatives  of  the  1st 
instant. 

Mr.  DEAN.  '  These  papers  refer,  I  presume, 
to  the  Black  Warrior  affair? 

The  SPEAKER.  (,do  not  think  that  they  do. 
The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  will  be  read. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary,  which  was  read, 
states  that,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ist  instant, 
he  had  transmitted  the  papers  enit>raced  in  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  foreign  Governments  on  the  subject 
of  the  rights  accorded  by  declaration  or  otherwise 
to  neutrals,  and  the  rights  claimed  by  belligerents 
in  the  war  pending  l>etween  certain  European 
Powers^ 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  that  the  message  and 
accompanying  papers  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Auairs,  and  printed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
•greed  to. 

EUPERINTENDENCT  OF  ARMORIES. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  The  commit- 
tee appointed  by  thia  House,  soms  time  ago,  to 


inquire  into  the  propriety,  of  selecting  military 
officers  to  superintend  national  works,  have  con- 
cluded that  part  of  their  duty  relating  to  national 
armories,  and  have  directed  me  to  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  ihat.the  testimony 
and  documents  in  reference  to  that  subject  may  \ie 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  committee  desire  it 
for  their  own  convenience  while  making  up  their 
report  and  prosecuting  the  investigation.  It  will 
not  require  to  be  reprinted. 

There  being  no  oojection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  first 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  "  granting 
lands  equally  to  the  several  States  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  railroads,  and  for  the  support  of 
schools,"  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Hamilton]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS  BILL. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  motion  w«s  agreed  to. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS  BILL. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Olds  In  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  No.  236,  "  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas." 

Mr.  BANKS  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
He  argued  that  wherever  the  Government  got  tlM 
right  to  acquire  territory  there  they  got  the  rignl 
to  control  it.  He  contended  that  the  present  Con- 
gress could  not  say  upon  what  terms  additional 
territory  should  be  acquired.  The  people  here- 
aftar  would  determine  llie  question  for  themselves. 
Let  the  past  stand,  and  let  the  future,  when  it 
comes,  b«  decided  by  the  people  who  shall  then 
have  the  power  and  control. 

They  were  called  upon  to  repeal  the  Missouri 
compromise  because  it  was  said  to  be  unjust  to 
the  South.  All  he  had  to  aay  in  reply  was,  that 
the  South  made  it,  and  he  denied  that  it  was  un- 
just or  imequal,  as  regarded  the  South.  Every 
southern  man  had   the  same  right  to   carry  his 

gropcrty  to  these  Territories  as  the  North  had. 
•at'tben  southern  gentlemen  said  that  they  had  a 
class  of  property  which  was  only  made  so  by  local 
or  municipal  laws,  and  that  they  were  prohibited 
from  taking  this  kind  of  property  to  these  Terri- 
tories. An  he  had  to  say  was,  that  this  prohibi- 
tion was  their  own,  and  for  this  prohibition  they 
had  already  received  their  advantages.  They  of 
the  North  did  not  believe  it  was  the  right  of  the 
southern  States,  under  the  Constitution,  to  carry 
this  specias  of  property  to  these  Territories,  unlan 
there  was  a  statute  there,  either  of  Congress  or 
of  the  people,  establishing  it. 

He  then  argued  to  prove  the  constitutionality  of 
the  Missouri  act  of  1820,  and  said  that  although 
this  bill  admitted  the  right  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves,  it  practically  denied  them  the  power 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Missouri,  alluded  to  the 
objection  made  to  the  bill,  that  its  passage  would 
violate  solemn  Indian  treaties.  He  denied  that 
such  would  be  its  effect,  and  maintained  that  the 
bill  did  not  propose  to  violate  any'treaty  with  any 
tribe,  not  even  the  smallest. 

He  then  answered  the  objection  that  the  South 
now  proposed  to  violate  a  solemn  compact,  en- 
tered into  in  1820.  He  thought  this  charge  caiac 
with  an  ill  grace  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  North, 
especially  those  who  were  the  successors  of  ihe 
men  who  were  anxious  to  violate  a  solemn  treaty 
made  with  France  in  1803 — the  one  by  which  this 
Territory  was  acquired—by  attempting  to  drive  a 
portion  of  that  property  from  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  which  France  had  expressly 
guarantied  should  be  secured  to  the  inhabitants 
who  possessed  it. 

He  then  made  an  argument  to  prove  that  the 
North  had  imposed  this  restriction — the  Missouri 
line — upon  the  South,  and  replied  to  various  ar- 
guments advanced  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Ben- 

TOV.] 

Mr.  PARKER  next  addressed  Ihe  committee. 
He  referred  to  the  fact  tliat  be  was  elected  on  the 
compromise  of  1850,  over  a  candidate  who  advo- 


cated its  repeal;  liut,  (said  he,)  had  it  been  moM 
remotely  surmised  tiiat  that  comproroiae  in  any 
way  affected  that  of  1820,1  verily  believe  I  could 
not  ha,ve  mustered  two  hut  dred  votes  ottt  of  the 
fifteen  theusand  which  were  cast. 

He  believed  it  was  a  woful  mistake  to  suppose, 
that  this  bill  would  drive  agitation  from  the  Halls' 
of  Congress.  It  might  scare  it  hence,  hot  only  to 
send  it  forth  to  perpetrate  its  ravages  over  the 
whole  of  Ibis  broad  land  to  return  here  once  more 
to  distrqpt  the  councils  of  the  nation.  There  were 
too  many  reminiscences  connected  with  the  com- 
promise of  1820  to  allow  its  repeal  to  be  quietly 
perpetrated.  • 

It  was  the  duty  of  members  to  leave  this  ques- 
tion where  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  before  the  demon  of  discord  waa 
again  unchained  to  scatter  his  firebrands  amtmj; 
them. 

He  contended  that  the  bill  did  not  eonlain  th« 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  and  declared  that 
the  effect  of  its  passage  would  be  to  break  down  ' 
the  present  barrier  which  kept  slavery  out  of  these 
Territories,  thus  allowing  it  to  go  there. 

Mr.  PECKHAM  said  he  had  ever  been  a -na- 
tional Democrat,  and  had  ever  been  what  is  tech- 
nically called  "a  Hard."  He  was  so  still.  He 
was  no  politician.  He  came  to  thia  House  against 
his  own  judgment  and  inclination,  surrendering 
both  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends;  and  therefor* 
he  would  speak  for  himself  alone,  and  not  for  any 
others. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  course  heretofore  pursued 
by  the  "  Hards,"  saying  the  Adminislimtion  bad 
proscribed  its  friends  and  rewarded  its  enemies; 
and  he  complained  of  the  action  of  southern  men 
towards  that  portion  of  the  Democratic  parly. 

The  Administration  could  lay  down  no  Demo- 
cratic course  for  him;  but  if  it  could,  it  would  not 
be  difficult  at  all  to  find  himself  standing  some- 
where with  the  Administration  on  this  bill;  for 
the  Administration  had  been  on  every  side  of  it. 
The  Administration  was  said  to  be  a  unit;  but  this 
was  a  gross  libel.  It  could  only  be  a  unit  on  the  ^ 
cohesive  power  of  public  plunder.  The  members 
composing  the  Cabinet  are  as  much  opposed  to 
one  another  in  principle  as  the  Turk  is  to  the 
Christian,  and  the  Jew  is  to  the  Gentile.  Another 
figure  Would  better  describe  it.  Though  it  may 
not  be  iMinii,  it  is  a  cipher. 

He  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  subject  under 
consideration;  and  said,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, if  the  Missouri  compromise,  as  it  had  been 
argued,  was  void,  whence  the  propriety  of  declar- 
ing it  null.  Let  the  question  be  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Courtof  the  United  States.  He  did  not 
believe  in  the  principle  of  squatter  sovereignty. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  SAGE.  If  the  gentleman  will  give  way, 
I  will  move  that  the  committee  take  a  recess. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Certainly,  I  will  yield  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Then  I  move  that  the  committee 
take  a  recess  until  seven  o'elt>ck. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Will  the  gentleman 
permit  me  to  make  a  single  remark?         % 

{Cries  of  "Hear  him  n 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  will  hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  gentlemei^  there  are  who  desire  to  speak 
upon  uiis  bill.  It  is,  however,  very  desirable 
that  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  should  be  afforded 
to  all;  and  when  we  came  back  here  last  night, 
we  had  but  one  speech.  It  would  be  better, 
therefore,  unless  it  would  be  loo  great  an  incon- 
venience to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who 
has  the  floor,  that  he  should  proceed  now,  with 
the  understaitding  that  we  will  go,on  and  speak 
until  eight  or  nine  o'clock  to-night. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  1  would  rather  have  a  recess. 
A  great  many  of  us  have  had  no  dinner  yet. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  insist  on  my  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ssos's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to  «em.  4t*-l  and  there- 
upon (at  five  minutes  after  foiu  o'clock,  p.  m.) 
Ihe  committee  took  a  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session  at  seven 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  (Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee,  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  rose  to  address  the  committee. 
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The  number  of  members  preeenl  at  this  time 
was  very  small  indeed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  With4he  permission  of 
the  gentleman,  I  will  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
.Tennessee  yield  the  floor  for  that  motion.' 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  of  no  use  to  speak  to 
such  a  *'  beg^rly  account  of  empty  boxes"  as 
this. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  CAMrsELL's 
motion;  and,  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes  7, 
noes  8, 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  LINDLEY.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
to  the  committee,  andal  an)  not  particular  about 
the  number  of  the  auDRnce. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    I  will  yield  the  floor  to  the 

gentleman  from  Missouri,  if  i  can  resume  it  when 
e  has  concluded. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  is  no  objection, 
that  arrangement  will  be  made. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  LINDLEY  (Mr.  Tailor,  of  Tennessee, 
liaving  yielded  the  floor)  submitted  some  remarks 
in  vindication  of  the  policy  of  granting;  alternate 
sections  of  land  to  aid  in  ihe  construction  of  mil- 
roads,  and  more  particularly  in  support  of  the  bill 
donating  land  to  the  Northern  Missouri  railroad. 
He  said  that  he  introduced  this  bill  at  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- . 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  whom  he  had  good  reason 
to  believe  would  favorably  report  upon  it.  The 
cost  of  this  road  would  be  about  $7;UO0,0OO.  The 
State  of  Missouri  had  loaned  her  credit  to  the  en- 
terprise to  the  amount  of  about  (3,000,000.  Up- 
wards of  $3,000,000  had  also  been  subscribed  by 
counties  and  mdividuals,  and  it  was  believed  that 
the  aid  now  asked  from  the  Government,  some 
half  million  of  acres' of  the  public  land,  would  in- 
sure the  success  of  the  road. 

He  showed  the  benefit  which  would  accrue  to 
the  counties  situated  on  the  line  of  the  proposed 
^  road,  and  complained  of  the  hostile  feeling  exhib- 
ited by  gentlemen  of  the  eastern  States  towards  the 
West. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  told  his 
constituents  before  he  came  to  this  House  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  organization  of  the  Territories 
of  Kanzas'and  Nebraska ;  and  so  he  had  been, 
and  so  was.  He  had  told  some  of  his  colleagues 
•when  he  came  to  the  city  that  he  was  inclined  to 
support  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill;  but  he  had 
not  then  investigated  all  its  bearings,  and  the 
drift  of  the  whole  subject.  Never,  until  he  came 
hither,  had  he  had  an  opportunity  to  read  thabill 
now  under  consideration. 

He,  in  the  ouMet  of  this  contest,  desired,  if  he 
could  consistently  with  his  judgment  and  con- 
science, go  for  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  organi- 
«  zation.as  offered  by  the  Senate  to  the  House.  But 
it  was  due  to  his  position  arfk  member  of  this 
body,  it  was  due  from  him  as  a  representative  of 
an  independent  constituency,  that  he  should  inves- 
tigate calmly,  clearly,  and  dispassionately,  the 
whole  merits  of  the  question;  and  now  he  had  to 
state  that  he  had  made  that  investigation,  and  that 
every  step  he  had  taken,  from  beginning  to  end, 
had  brought  him  nearer  and  nearer  to  a  conclu- 
sion; and  at  last,  to  the  conclusion  that  this  bill 
embodies  in  it  elements  that  are  ruinous  to  the 
peace  of  the  country,  ruinous  to  the  interests  of 
the  South,  ruinous  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union, 
and  a  violation  of  the  pledges,  oral  and  written, 
made  by  the  two  great  parties  of  this  coimtry, 
and  by  ths  President,  and  violative  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  whole  country.  He  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly, but  he  could  not  avoid  the  rupture  on 
this  subject  which  was  made  in  the  delegation  of 
the  State  which  he  had,  in  part,  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent. However,  he  would  vote  against  this  bill, 
if  he  stood  solitary  and  alone.  He  repeated,  he 
was  in  favor  of  organizing  governments  for  those 
Territories,  but  not  for  the  repeal  of  the  Mitsouri 
compromise.    Right  there,  he  said,  we  divide. 

He  asked  by  what  authority  can  Congress  re- 
peal the  act  of  1830?  What  right  has  (5ongress 
to  touch  that  sacred  and  solemn  compact,  or  com- 
promise made  by  our  fathers,  some  of  whom  now 
sleep  beneath  the  sod  of  the  valley?  Have  gen- 
tlemen the  authority  of  their  constituents?  Did 
aany  gentleman  here  agitate  this  question  before 
licwushkstfedtoCongitw?    Waathareone?  If 


there  was,  he  had  never  yet  beard  of'  the  man. 
He  challenged  any  gentleman  to  show  his  creden- 
tials to  justify  him  in  voting  foi-the  proposed  re- 
peal. 

He  could  see  no  hardship  to  the  South  from 
this  act.  So  far  from  injuring,  it  was  one  of  the 
great  elements  of  prosperity.  It  was  adopted  as 
the  basis  of  permanent  peace  to  the  Union.  He 
answered  the  charge  that  the  compromise  was 
unconsiitutional.  If  so,  let  the  proper  tribunal  de- 
cide the  question.  It  had  been  acquiesced  in  for 
thirty-four  long  years,  as  a  monument  of  those 
who  had  passed  it,  to  be  as  durable  as  the  Gov- 
ernment itself;  and  its  authors  were  eanonieed  as 
the  saviors  of  their  country  He  proceeded  to 
show  that  the  acts  of  1820  and  1850  are  part  and 
parcel  of  one  and  the  same  policy,  which  is  as  old 
as  the  Government  itself,  adopted  alike  by  wise 
men,  and  are  perfectly  consistent  and  homogene- 
ous. They  are  a  final  settlement,  in  principle  and 
substance,  of  the  questions  to  which  they  refer. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  Massachusetts,  took 
the  floor,  and  controverted  the  argument  that  this 
bill,  if  passed,  would  be  the  means  of  withdraw- 
ing slavery  agitation  from  the  Halls  of  Congregs. 
Slavery,  he  said,  was  so  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  country,  and  with  its  industrial 
resources,  that  it  had  all  the  elements  of  a  national 
question — a  question  that  was  to  be  met,  not  at 
our  firesides,  not  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
but  here,  in  these  Halls  of  legislation.  It  had 
always  been  so  from  tiie  foundation  of  the  GoT- 
ernment,  and  it  would  always  be  so,  as  long  as 
the  Union  should  continue. 

The  Missouri  compromise  was  a  settlement  of 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  two  sections  at  the 
f|me  of  its  adoption.  It  was  a  settlement  binding 
upon  both  parlies.  It  was  understood  to  be  an 
adjustment  of  the  whole  question,  and  was  con- 
sidered a  fair  and  equal  settlement  between  the 
two  sections.  He  maintained  that  the  South  bad 
been  fairly  dealt  with  by  the  North,  although  it 
was  now  said  that  northern  men  attemptM  to 
break  the  compromise  of  1820  in  the  subsequent 
year. 

The  North,  in  attempting  to  szclnde  Missouri, 
then,  did  what  was  right  and  proper,  aa  the  con- 
stitution of  that  State  prohibited  free  n^roes  from 
coming  into  her  territory,  which  was  in  violation 
of  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  allowed  a  citizen  of  one  Slate  to  go 
into  another  Slate— fVee  negroes  being  citizens  of 
someof  the  northern  States.  This  point  he  argued 
•t  length. 

Mr.  LETCHER  rsnlisd  to  charges  that  Vir- 
ginia had  been  illiberal  towards  the  West,  in  re- 
fusing, through  her  Represeniatives,«o  grant  that 
section  of  the  country  lands  for  railroad  schemes. 
Virginia  considers  the  public  lanas  as  having  been 
ceded  to  the  General  Grovernroent  for  the  purpose 
of  being  sold  for  the  benefit  of  sll  the  States  of  the 
Union.  He  commented  upon  the  schemers  and 
lobby  members  coming  to  this  city  to  bore  and 
engineer  for  such  grants,  and  to  have  the  duties 
on  railroad  iron  remitted  to  benefit  certain  railrmid 
companies.  Ha  likewise  alluded  to  the  exialing 
abuses  in  relation  to  custom-houses,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  which,  he  said,  the  House  would  soon  be 
called  to  act,  there  being  appropriations  in  the 
deficiency  bill  for  thosa  purposes. 

Mr.  MEACHAM  addressed  ths  Honss  in  de- 
fense of  the  New  England  clergymen,  who  had 
petitioned  Congress  on  the  slavery  question. 

Mr.  KERR  made  soma  remarks,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Meacbam,  touching  and  censuring  the  cori- 
duct.of  the  clergy  in  their  interference,  in  a  cleri- 
cal capacity,  with  the  legislation  of  Congress  opon 
the  Nebraska  question. 

Mr.  CHURCH  VVTELL  here  rtsamed  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    If  the  gentleman  will  yield, 
I  will  move  that  the  committee  rise. 
.Mf.  CHURCH  WELL.    I  yield. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  pro 
tempore  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Waicnr,  of  Penn- 
sylvania) reported  that  ths  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  bad,  according 
to  order,  had  the  state  of  ths  Union  generally  un- 
der consideration,  and  more  particularly  House 
bill  No.  236,  to  organize  'the  Territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas,  and  had  come  to  no  conclu- 
sion ther*>n. 


Mr.  PRINGLE.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
(twenty-five  minutes,  p.  m.,)  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fbisat,  May  19, 1654. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Hbkrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  is  privaie  bill  day, 
and  no  other  business  can  be  received  except  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COOPER.  - 1  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  with  a  view  of  having  it 
printed,  a  substitute  which  I  intend  to  propose  for 
the  bill  allowing  a  credit  for  a  limited  period  for 
duties  on  railroad  iron  imported  into  the  United 
States.  "• 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  received  inform' 
ally,  and  ordered  (o  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  New  Jersey,  presented  the 
memorial  of  John  D.  Gibson,  praying  for  com- 
missions on  his  disbursements  as  acting  purser  of 
the  UMted  States  schooner  Enterprise;  wnich  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affnirs. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Talimadge,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against 
the  extension  of  slavery  by  the  passage  of  the 
Nebraska  bill;  which  was  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table.  t 

Also,  two  petitions  of  inhabitaiits  of  the  United 
States,  praying  the  passage  of  the  homestead  bill; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  A  8TANDIKG  COMMITTEE, 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  follow- 
ing petitions  and  bill,  submitted  adverse  reports 
thereon;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Petition  of  Sarah  D.  Brigham,  praying  permis- 
sion to  locate  land  within  the  limits  of  the  Bas- 
trop claim;  • 

Petition  of  P.  A.  Underwood  and  H.  A.  Crane, 
heirs  of  Jehu  Underwood,  praying  (he  confirma- 
tion of  their  title  to  certain  land;  and 

Bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  John  Ervin  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  the  Bastrop  grant. 

THE,STE&MSRIP  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  SLIDELL  submitted  the  following  reso* 
lution;  which  was  conaidered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

]le(olivii,TbaiilieCaniinitte'«  on  Commerce  bereqnested 
to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  preseniiiig  lo  Capiain 
Fiteh,  the  oAcers,  and  cnw  of  the  Annfrican  stesmsblp 
Wuhingion,  wrae  proper  teatimoniil  of  ilir  unse  enter- 
Uined  by  Conirran  of  llielr  pniMwotthy  and  lallanl  eon- 
ducl  in  rcKUhif  Uie  crew  and  psMeafcra  of  the  AoMticsa 
Bbip  WincliMter,  wrecked  on  her  pswage  ftom  Liverpool 
l<)  Bmiod  ;  and  that  Ilioy  do  flirther  inquire  into  llie  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  general  law  for  compenuuion  to  be 
allowed  to  Uie  owiien,  ofBcen,  and  ciewt  or  vsmeit  siding 
in  rescuing  tlie  crews  aod  passengeis  of  American  vessels 
from  shipwreck. 

VNtTED   STATES   COURTS   IN  LOlnSIANA. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.-  Before  the  private  bilU 
are  taken  up  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of^h^ 
Senate  to  allow  me  to  present,  and  have  passed 
at  this  lime,  a  bill  of  which  I  gave  notice  a  few 
days  ago-.  It  is  a  matter  of  local  concern  to  my 
Slate.  It  is  a  bill  **  regulating  the  time  of  holding 
the  sessions  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  Slates  in  the  eastern  district  of  Louis- 
iana." The  bill  has  been  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  judgea  of  the  district  and 
circuit  courts,  who  desire  the  passage  of  th^  bill, 
as  well  as  the  bar  and  the  people  of  the  State. 

Leave  lo  introduce  the  bill  was  granted,  and  by 
unanimous  consent,  it  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  that  there  shall  hereafter 
be  annually  only  three  stated  sessions  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,  which  shall  be  held  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  third  Mondays  of  November, 
February,  and  May;  bat  the  judge  of  that  court 
is  authorized  to  adjourn  any  stated  session  to  any 
time  previous  to  the  nextatated  searion,  whenever 
he  may  deem  it  expedient.  It  also  provides  tkat 
the  faU  tiirm  of  thk  dicuit  court  of  tbt.  VmSti  . 
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StntCB  for  the  eattcrn  dutrict  of  Louinuia  sbalt 
hereafter  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  Norem- 
ber,  instead  of  the  third  Monday  in  Decemberiaa 
heretofore  provided  by  law. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engroued  for  a  third 
reading)  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

FLORIDA  LAND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  DODQB,  of  Iowa.  I  am  inatmeted  by  the 
Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  to  report  a  bill  to  ea- 
lob'iKh  an  additional  land  district  in  the  Slate  of 
Florida. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  report  will  be  receired. 

There  was  no  otrieclion. 

Mr.  DODOE,  of  Iowa.  As  it  is  a  matter  of 
very  (re*t  interest  to  that  section  of  country,  and 
has  been  somewhat  delayed,  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
consider  the  bill  now. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  by 
unaninotts  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittae  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  create  all 
that  part  of  the  present  Tallahassee  district  lying 
west  of  the  line  diriding  ranges  ten  and  eleven 
west  of  the  principal  meridian  into  a  new  land 
district,  O^e  office  of  which  is  to  be  established  at 
such  place  as  the  President  may  from  time  to  time 
direct;  and  makqs  the  usual  provision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  proper  officers.  It  is  not  to^o 
mto  effect  for  at  least  six  months  aAer  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  enerossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  aoapassed. 
ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  private  bill  day,  I 
believe.  I  rise  to  ask  th«  unanimous  consent  of 
tbs  Senate  to  take  up  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  thinks  we  can  finish  it  to-day>  if  the  Sen- 
ate wilt  take  it  up.  I  hope  it  may  be  the  pleasure 
df  the  Senate  to  lake  it  up,  so  that  we  may  dispose 
of  it.    The  chairman  [Mr.  SxbastianJ  is  here. 

Mr.  PRATT.  There  are  one  or  two  private 
bills  which  I  know  the  Senate  will  pass.  Th^ 
are  perhaps  of  as  much  importance  as  that  bill. 
t  should  prefer  not  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Ht7NTER.  Of  course  I  am  in  the  power 
of  any  Senator.  Any  one  can  defeat  my  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  at  least  we  will  com- 
mence with  the  Private  Calendar,  and  go  on  with 
it  for  an  hour. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  we  b^n  with  it,  my  fear 
is  that  it  will  be  gone  on  with,  and  we  shall  not 
get  op  the  Indian  hill. 

CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE  AND  APPENDIX. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  wish  to  enter  a  privileged 
motion,  to  reconsider  ahe  vote  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Chibi,]  to  pro- 
vide fbr  sending  a  copy  of  the  Congressional  or 
Daily  Olobe  to  the  different  papers  in  the  United 
States.  I  think  that  proposition  requires  more 
consideration  than  it  received  at  the  hahds  of  the 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  propose 
to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  resolution ) 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  No,  sir;  only  to  vote  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  final  vote  must  be  reconsidered  before  that 
can  be  reached. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  do  not  wish  to  reconsider 
the  final  vote. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  subsequently  made  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  thevote  by  which  the  resolution 
providing  for  an  increased  subscription  to  the 
Congressional  Olobe  and  Appendix  was  adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Did  the  Senator  vote  with 
the  majority  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.    Yes.  sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  will  be  en- 
lered. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  desire  also  to  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  first  branch  of  the 
resolution,  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the  de- 
bates in  three  of  the  city  papers,  was  rejected. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  will  be  en- 
tared  also. 

WILLIAM  O.  RIDOELT. 
The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Who!*,  to  conndcr  the  bUI  for  the  relief  pf  WU- 
tO.RIdgely. 


£  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  1», 


It  proposes  to  direct  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cera  of  tne  Treasury  to  audit  the  claim  of  William 
a.  Ridgely,  for  tobacco  destroyed  by  the  British 
in  1814,  at  tbe-warebouses  at  Nottingham  and 
Magruder's  ferry,  in  Prince  Oeorge's  county,  and 
at  Benedict,  in  Chariee  county,  Maryland,  and 
from  such  proof  as  may  be  exhibited  to  them, 
within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  and  value  of  his  tobacco  so 
destroyed,  and  to  pa^thc  amount  so  ascertained. 

Mr.  PRATT.  This  claimant  is  a  resident  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  principle  embisced 
in  the  bill  is  identical  with  that  embraced  in  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hodges  and  Lansdale,  which, 
aAer  fiill  debate,  was  pused  by  the  Senate  some 
four  or  five  FWdays  since.  1  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  the  claim.  It  is  for  tobacco  destroyed  at 
the  same  warehouses,  at  the  same  times,  and  under 
the  same  circumstances,  as  the  tobateo  for  which 
that  claim  was  made.  Senators  who  were  here 
wh'en  that  bill  was  debated,  will  recollect  the  cir- 
cumstances without  having  the  report  read;  but  I 
merely  wish  to  state,  for  tne  information 'of  those 
who  were  not  here  then,  that  the  tobacco  was 
rolled  out  of  the  warehouses,  used  by  our  forces 
a*  a  breastwork  from  which  the  enemy  were 
fought,  and  that  the  evidence  is  that  the  tobacco 
was  destroyed  by  the  British  because  of  that  uier. 
Such  is  the  testimony.  The  question  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Batakd,]  now  ab- 
sent, was,  whether  the  principle  of  the  obligation 
to  pay,  couM  apply  to  personal  as  well  as  real 
propeirty. 

Mr.  NORRIS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  it  was  read . 
It  seta  forth  that  the  fects  are  precisely  the  same 
as  those  in  the  ease  of  Hodges  and  Lansdale,  for 
whose  relief  a  bill  has  already  been  passed.       v 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  the  bill  pass?"  there 
were,  on  a  division — ayes  19,  noes  9;  no  quorum 
voting.         

Mr.  PRATT.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

TEAS— Mesin.  Badger,  Benjamin,  Bri(ht,  Bfodhead, 
BrowBi  Cess,  Obase,  Clay,  Cooper,  Dawwn,  Dodfe  or 
Wiw»MlR,  Dodie  of  Iowa,  Poat/Monon,  Peaiee,  P«lit, 
Pratt,  Run.  8eo«ti«i,  Stuart,  ThamMoo  of  Kenmek]', 
Themaon  of  New  JenK]r,TaoinlM,  nTade.and  Waller— SS. 

NAYS— MeHia.  Allen,  AlcblMMi,  ntzpatriek,  Jobnton, 
Jones  of  TenaeMes,  Nonif,  ShieMe,  SIMell,  Bnmner, 
Toocey,  Walker,  and  WilUams— IS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MOORE  ARD  HASCALL'S  PATENT. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
next  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Hiiam  Motve  and  John  Hascall,  which  had 
been  reported  ftt>m  the  Committee  on  Patents  and 
the  Patent  Office. 

It  proposes  to  grant  Moore  A  Hascall,  and  to 
their  heirs,  assigns,  and  legal  representatives,  for 
Ihe  term  of  fourteen  years,  from  June  27, 1850, 
the  foil  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  making, 
oenstnieting,  using,  ana  vending  to  others  to  be 
made  or  used,  theimprovements  for  cutting,  thresh- 
ing, or  cleaning  grain,  which  were  invented  by 
them,  or  either  of  them,  and  embraced  in  the 
model,  drawings,  or  speciiScations  connected  with 
letters  patent  granted  to  them  on  the  StSth  of  June, 
1839,  for  a  machine  commonly  known  as  "  Moore 
AHaseall's  harvesting  machine,"  together  with 
the  improvements  invented  by  them,  or  either  of 
them,  in  perfecting  that  machine,  or  any  part 
thereof,  from  the  date  of  their  original  patent,  to 
the  day  from  which  the  same  is  hereby  renewed 
and  extended. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President,  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  is  one  of  a  great  deal  of  import- 
ance.. It  involves  interests  which  I  apprehend, 
at  first  view,  are  not  properly  estimated  by  the 
Senate.  Upon  several  occaaions  I  have  feltit  to 
be  my  duty  to  make  opposition  to  (his  bill,  and  I 
find  tne  duty  no  Ttm  imperatively  imposed  upon 
me  now.  I  regret,  tir,  that  I  feel  this  duty  de- 
volving upon  me.  I  feel  that  the  performance  of 
it  is  the  more  unpleasant,  as  this  is  known  not  to 
be  one  of  those  subjects  which  elicit  the  attention 
of  the  Senate;  but  I  think  that  before  this  dis- 
cussion is  over,  if  I  can  get  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  I  can  satisfy  ihem  that  they  ought  not  to 
pass  this  bill;  that  they  ought  not  to  pass  it  for 
considerations  afieeting  deeply  some  of  the  moet 


important  interests  of  the  country,  connected  with 
agriculture. 

I  shall,  befor^^tbe  debate  is  over,  go  pretty 
fully  into  this  sODject;  but  at  present  1  propoae 
to  name  but  the  points  of  objection,  and  then  to 
hear  whether  there  be  any  explanation  which  ob- 
viates the  objections;  and  if  not,  that  at  all  eventa 
it  may  be  shown  that  this  is  a  case  where  an  ex^ 
ception  should  exist  to  the  general  ideas^and  gen- 
eral rules  entertained  upon  such  subjecu. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Stuart]  has  heretofore,  in  remarking  upon  the 
course  that  I  have  pursued  upon  this  mlli  prom- 
ised to  the  Senate  that  he  could  and  would  answer 
the  objections  that  I  have  taken  to  it,  and  satisfy 
the  Senate  that  there  was  ngthing  in  those  objec- 
tions, and  that  we  could  with  propriety,  and  oiighl 
in  justice,  to  pass  the  imk  An<l  let  it  become  a 
law. 

Mr.  President,  the  readins  of  the  repor}  in  this 
ease,  until  you  come  to  the  fast  clause  of  it,  gives 
no  idea  of  what  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are,  nor 
does  that  last  clause  give  a  sufficiently  correct  idea 
of  what  are  those  provisions.  From  the  reading 
of  almost  the  whole  report,  one  would  suppose 
that  this  bill  is  but  of  the  ordinary  kind  proposing 
an  extension  of  a  patent;  but  it  goes  far,  very  At. 
beyond  that.  It  proposes,  sir,  not  only  to  extenii 
the  patent,  but  it  proposes  to  add  on  to  it ,  to  splice 
upon  it,  and  make  a  part  of  it,  any  improvements 
which  may  have  been  made  by  the  parties  clatin- 
ing'  the  extension  and  the  benefit  under  the  bill, 
for  the  last  eighteen  years,  I  believe. 

The  enormity  of  this  may  not  be  seen  at  first 
view.  It  may  not  be  seen  why  these  men  should 
not  be  entitled  to  have  now  granted  to  them,  by 
'  the  legislation  of  Congress,  what  improvements 
they  have  made  during  that  period  of  time;  but  if 
gendemen  will  reflect,  and  that  too  but  very 
slightly,  they  will  see  how  it  may  affect  the  com- 
mimity  in  the  most  injuriousNnanner.  Why^sir, 
the  time  through  which  thev  are  to  be  permitted, 
(o  run  back,  and  allege  and  show  their  improve- 
ments, is  more  than  the  period  for  which  a  patent 
will  run;  and  consequently,  anything  that  mighty 
now  be  claimed,  may  have  been  claimed  by  others* 
in  the  mean  time,  and  may  have  been  patented  by 
them;  and  yet  the  provisions  of  this  bill  would 
come  in,  and  by  legislation  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, set  aside  the  acquired  rights  in  the  mean 
time,  and  assign  them  over,  transfer  them  from 
those  in  whom  they  are  now  vested,  U>  Moors  dt 
Hascall.  « 

That  is  the  first  objection — that  it  proposss,  in 
this  sweeping  manner,  to  renew  to  them  not  only 
their  patent,  out  to  permit  them  to  go  bask  and 
show  anything  which  they  may  allege  they  have 
invented  during  that  time,  and  attach  that  to  their 
renewed  patent,  and  give  them  the  benefit  of  it  for 
the  time  proposed  in  the  bill.  To  illustnte furtW 
how  this  will  operate,  I  will  make  this  statement, 
that  it  would  be  unnecessary,  under  this  hill,  for  . 
these  persons  tojnanufacture  a  solitary  machins 
for  the  public.  Wby  isthisso.'  Why.  just  pass 
the  bill,  and  all  that  they  will  have  to  do  is  to  ba 
perfectly  still.  Why  so.'  They  know  and  fed, 
or  they  can  know  and  feel,  that  there  is  already 
invested  in  the  manufacture  of  harvesting  inaehinca 
a  capital  sufficient  to  make  it  the  interest  of  almoM 
every  person  engaged  in  agriculture,  or  any  manii- 
facturer  of  agricultural  implements,  to  compromise 
with  (hem,  and  pay  them  more  than  the  manutoi 
turing  of  their  machines  would  amount  to. 

The  fact  is,  and  it  shall  come  out  in  the  debate 
before  we  are  done,  that  these  parties  claim  every 
important  part  now  embriu:ed  in  any  other  reaping 
machine.  If  they  claim  it  before  the  Patent  Omce« 
of  course  they  will  endeavor  to  prove  it;  and  il 
they  prove  it,  of  course  ihty  will  get  attached  to 
their  extended  patent  every  important  part  that  ia 
contained  in  any  other  reaping  meushine.  Whes  . 
that  is  done,  how  will  others  go  on  and  iiiannfo»> 
ture  reaping  machines?  If  they  cannot  do  it  with- 
outinfringingthiarenewed  patent,  then,  of  course, 
they  are  at  the  mercy  of  these  parties;  they  have 
to  render  obedience  to  the  renewed  patent  and  the 
law  under  which  it  is  renewed.  The  result  will 
be  that,  withoutestablishinga  manufactory,  with- 
out  manufacturing  one  of  the  machines,  they  can, 
by  their  injunctions,  suppress  the  manufaeturc>or 
compel  thoee  engaged  in  the  manufactura  to  My. 
a  tribute  to  them.  They  can  do  not  only  tUs; 
but.  during  the  harvesting  time,  when  the  agrieul-^ 
luriet  is  engaged  in  the  harvest,  tbey  can  §9  *M. 
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■top  the  workinjf  of  every  machine.  '  If  what  they 
allege  be  true,  if  they  obtain  a  renewal  of  their 
patent  for  what  they,  claim',  there  ia  not  a  man  in 
the  community  who  can  use  a  reaper  at  all,  except 
at  his  peril.  These  people,  witnout  a  manufac- 
tory for  the  building  of  the  machines,  will  have 
their  agents  all  over  the  country,  wherever  there  in 
•  reaper  in  use.  These  a|;enta  can  demand  that 
that  use  bestopped.  If  it  is  refused,  I  apprehend, 
under  the  law,  U  could  be  stopped  by  injunction. 
Then,  of  course,  when  the  agriculturist  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  harvest,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  calcu- 
lation with  him  how  much  he  can  afford  to  pay, 
and  yet  not  lose  all.  In  the  scarcity  of  labojr,  the 
almost  impossibility  of  obtaining  it,  to  harvest  by 
band,  it  will  be  a  question  of  calculatbn  with  him 
how  much  he  can  pay  so  u  to  save  something 
flrom  his  harvesting,  and  T  will  venture  to  say, 
that  without  investing  a  dollar  in  the  machines, 
the  money  can  be  levied  upon  the  fiurmera  of  the 
country. 

This,  I  say,  is  what  can  be  done  under  this 
bill.  1  will  now  give  the  reasons  why  it  will  be 
•done.  In  the  first  instance,  I  do  not  believe  that 
one  of  these  machines  ever  will  be  manuiaetured. 
Why  do  I  fay  so?  Why,  lir,  in  the  lapse  of 
time,  since  1836  to  the  present,  the  report  itself 
says  that  they  never  have  sold  a  machine,  never 
have  sold  a  right,  iuid,  I  believe,  they  never  have 
manufactured  but  five  machines.  Why  ia  this? 
Why  is  it  that  these  machines  have  not  been  built 
daring  the  whole  period  of  this  patent?  Simply, 
sir,  because  one  of  them  never  could  have  been 
■oM  if  it  had  been  built.  There  must  be  a  reason 
for  that;  it  is  simply  that  the  cost  is  so  enormous 
that  no  farmer  ever  thought  of  buying  one  of 
them.  The  cost  is  ftl,600.  The  team  required 
to  work  it  is  sixteen  horses.  Is  there  any  gentle- 
man in  the  Senate,  at  all  acquainted  with  agricul- 
tural matters,  who  will  believe  that  in  the  region 
of  country  where  reapers  can  be  used  most  profit- 
ably— the  western  country,  upon  the  western  prai- 
ries, and  in  the  old  country,  where  the  fields  are 
old«  and  the  stumps  have  been  removed — any 
m<^I  man  would  ever  think  of  expending  $1,600 
for  one  of  these  machines,  and  then  purchase  or 
hire  sixteen  horses  to  work  it?  At  present,  about 
the  least  price  for  which  you  can  purchase  a  horse 
suitable  to  work  such  a  machine,  ia  |300.  Your 
team,  therefore,  will  cost  $3,200,  and  then  the 
machine  besides,  $1,600,  making  $4,800  for  this 
machine  and  teain;  and  )yhen  you  have  got  it  up, 
^mnm's  twelve-elephant  team  would  not  begm 
nroompare  with  it. 

Onl^  think  of  it!  Four  four-horse  post  teams 
turnea  out  in  the  harvest  field  to  turn  eorners  and 
reap  grain !  It  involves  such  an  absurdity  as  I  will 
venture  to  say  was  never  proposed  to  the  fanning 
oommonity.    The  very  idea  is  preposterous, 

I  say,  then,  from  tbe'allegations  of  the  report, 
no  maehines  have  been  nsM  for  eighteen  years; 
•ndi  from  the  further  considerations  of  the  cost  of 
lbs  maehine,  and  the  enormity  of  the  team  that  is 
to  be  oaad  to  work  it,  it  will  never  be  manafae- 
tored.  Hme*  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  necessary, 
if  this  bill  is  to  benefit  these  parties,  that  it  should 
h»  in  such  a  form  that  they  can,  not  by  the  man- 
ti&et«re  of  the  machine,  but  by  levying  black 
mail  upon  others  manufacturing  it  and  upon  the 
fiurmiog  community,  make  out  of  it  what  they 
cannot  make  by  the  manufacture  of  it. 

It  seems  that  the  bill  has  to  mjtke  a  departure 
from  the  ordinary  bills  extending  patents,  other- 
wise it  would'  be  of  no  benefit  to  thes^e  people, 
and  arc  we  going  into  this  coarse  of  legislation, 
•nd  tbua  sacrifice  the  agricultural  coimnunity  and 
the  immense  interests  which  are  involved  in  reap- 
ing machines,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
A^ors  ft  Haiwall  to  make  a  rortune  without  ever 
«](paidiiicadollar  for  the  benefit  of  the  community? 
Let  me  ask  what  benefit  have  they  bestowed  upon 
the  community  ?  Have  they  ever  given  it  a  ma- 
chine ?  Who  ever  heard  of  it  at  the  London  fair, 
or  at  any  other  fair?  It  would  have  been  laughed 
off  the  Mid  if  it  had  been  taken  there.  Present  the 
(amer  in  En^^and*  or  the  farmer  in  the  United 
States,  a  maehine  costing  $1,600,  with  a  string  of, 
sixteen  horseif  ahead  of  it,  to  go  into  an  ordinary 
field  to  4am  comers  and  reap  his  grain,  and  it 
woald  present  to  him  such  another  anomaly  and 
absurdity  that  he  would  hiss  to  scorn  the  idea  that 
he  should  be  asked  to  purchase  it.  And  yet,  sir, 
we  are  asked,  under  this  bill,  to  legislate  a  mo- 
nopoly into  the.  hands  of  those  people  who  can- 


not manofiictiira  the  machines  if  they  would, and 
would  not  if  they  could;  because  they  can  make 
more  profit  under  the  bill  without  manuiacturing 
them.  1  may  be  going  too  far  when  I  say  "  be- 
cause;" but  that  IS  what  may  be  found  out  after- 
wards. I  do  not  want  to  attribute,  and  I  wish  to 
disavow  attributing,  to  any  friend  of  the  bill  in 
the  Senate,  any  improper  motives.  In  speaking 
plainly,  I  wish  to  be  understood,  whatever  my 
Isngaage  may  be,  that  I  disavow  that;  but  I  am 
speaking,  or  intend  to  speak,  of  the  effect  of  the 
bill.  Upon  that  point  perhaps  enough  has  been 
said. 

1  have  alleged  that,  in  the  first  instance,  this  bill 
was  not  in  the  form  that  it  has  now  assumed. 
When  it  was  introdoeed  into  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  first  instance,  a  most  important 
feature  in  it  was  leflout.  It  will  be  perceived  that 
in  the  provision  in  reg^  to  improvements,  the 
language  is  somewhat  peculiar.    It  is  this: 

"  TopUier  with  the  Improvemenu  Invaiited  by  ibem,  or 
either  of  tHem,  In  peifteling  uid  macbine,  or  any  pin 
ifaereor,  from  ibe  date  of  tbeif  ort|iDal  patent," 

which,  I  believe,  was  in  1836, 
■■  to  the  day  from  wliicli  Ibe  nine  ii  hereby  noewnd  and 
ozMndrd.  And  Ibe  CoauDlHiooer  of  Patentt  U  beieby 
directed  and  required  (o  make  a  certiBcate  of  >ncb  renewal 
and  extension,  and  append  an  autbenticaled  copy  thereof  10 
Ibe  ori(inBlpaient,wltb  the  proper ipecifleatlODiand'elailn*: 
ProvUitd,  That  tbe  nid  patenteeB  ibBll  Ant  pay  iaio  ibe 
Treaaury,  to  tbe  credit  orthe  paieni  Itand,  tbe  (bes  reguired 
by  law  for  the  renewal  or  exlemion  of  palenu:  .<n3  nro- 
vUtd  abo,  diat  whenever  the  aaid  Moore  ft  Hiacall,  or 
their  bein,  a«ai|nt,  or  legal  represeDlattvea,  ibal)  flie  I  n  tbe 
oflee  of  tbe  Commiisloiier  of  Fateats  an  appIleaUoa  apeci- 
tyini  the  invcationaand  ImproveaienM  claiiiied  uader  Uiia 
ael,» 

— which,  mind  you,  run  back  through  eighteen 
years, 

"  tbe  aaid  Comminioner  aball  cauae  public  notice  10  be 
given  of  the  lime  and  place  of  hearing  and  conaidering  aaid 
mplieatlon,  according  to  the  pioviaioDa  of  tecilon  einiteen 
of  the  general  patent  hw,  approved  inly  41b,  18W,  and  ahall 
therenpen,  detenoioe  and  decide  their  light  aa  oiiglaal  ia- 
ventora,  according  to  Ibe  provlaioiM  of  tbia  act,  In  Uiedaima 
embraced  in  their  application;  (him  which  deciaion  an  ap- 
peal may  be  taken,  aa  in  ordinary  eaaea. 

I  ought  to  have  commenced  reading  a  little  fur- 
ther back.  The  bill  provides  that  there  shall  be 
extended  unto  the  parties, 

« the  full  and  eicluaive  right  and  llbeny  of  maklag,  cod- 
atracUng,  using,  and  vending  to  oihera  to  be  made  or  iiaed, 
the  improTemenia  for  cnttinc,  tbreihing,  or  cleaning  grain, 
which  were  invented  by  the  aaid  Moore  ft  Uascall,  or 
either  of  them,  and  embraced  in  the  model,  drawing,  or 
Bpecificatidne.'* 

There  is  a  secret  about  this  matter  that  has  been 
mentioned  before  to  the  Senate;  but  there  may  be 
some  present  who  do  not  remember  it.  There  is 
at  this  time  no  model  existing  in  this  case.  The 
model  was  destroyed  when  the  Patent  Office  waa 
burned,  shortly  alter  this  patent  was  issued.  You 
will  perceive  that  anything  which  is  emhraead 
in  the  model,  drawings,  or  specifications,  is  to  be 
extended  to  these  parties,  upon  whom  are  we 
to  rely  na  to  what  was  contained  In  the  model? 
Are  we  to  rely  upon  anything  of  record  ?  It  may 
be  said  that  the  drawings  will  show  what  waa  in 
the  model.  How  do  you  know  it?  Because  you 
will  perceive  that  the  provision  is  not  that  the  Pat- 
ent Office  ie  to  be  governed  by  what  was  embraced 
in  the  model,  drawings,  and  specification,  but  in 
either  of  them.  Yon  may  advert  to  the  drawings, 
andyouwUlfindatiertainpartomitted.  Lookatuie 
specifications,  and  youfind  a  certain  part  not  there; 
but  then  comes  the  allegation  th&t  it  was  in  the 
model.  Why  ?  Because  this  man  whoi  eighteen 
years  ago,  saw  the  model  in  the  western  country, 
in  the  center  of  Michigan,  knowa  it  vras  there. 
Bringhim  on.  He  comes  forward  and  swears  to 
it.  Who  ie  he  ?  What  seeurity  is  there  for  the 
public  ih  this  state  of  the  case?  He  proves  it;  and 
under  this  legislation  Moore  &  Hascall  are  to  be 
entitled  to  a  monopoly  in  their  patent;  notwith- 
standing the  same  thing  may  have  been  patented  by 
others,  and  their  patent  may  have  expired,  for  the 
fourteen  years  may  have  run  within  the  eighteen. 
It  may  liave  been  on  the  patent  of  Atkinson,  or 
of  Hussey,  or  of  McCormiek,  or  of  others;  but 
it  is  now  shown  by  oral  testimony  to  have  been  in 
the  model  of  Moore  &  Hascall,  which  waa  burnt 
sixteen  years  ago,  and  therefore  they  are  to  be 
entitled  to  take  tbe  exclusive  right  of  using  them. 
If  you  allow  this,  there  is  not  a  man  now  using  a 
reaping  machine,  there  is  not  one  who  will 'pro- 
pose to  use  one,  that  will  dare  to  venture  upon  the 
purchase  of  one  of  them. 

Sir,  if  1  were  disposed  to  engage  in  auch  a  busi- 


ness, I  would  ask  nothing  more  than  to  obtain 
from  Moore  &  Hascall  the  authority  to  goto  every 
farmer  in  the  country,  and  tell  him  to  cease  outting 
grain  in  the  harvest  time  when  everything  ia  de- 
pending upon  his  proceeding  with  his  business; 
when,  perhaps,  his  pecuniary  salvation  depends 
upon  that  harvest.  I  would  say  to  him ,  "  Stop;" 
and  if  he  ahould  ask,  ■•  Why? "  I  would  say, 
"  You  are  uaing  what  is  embraced  in  my  patent." 
"  My  dear  sir,"  he  might  say,  "  I  have  used  this 
machine  for  ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen  years."  I 
would  reply,  "  I  do  not  care;  Congress  has  told 
me  that  I  may  go  back  for  eighteen  years,  and 
claim  this  thing."  *'  How  do  they  tell  yon  so?" 
"  Why,  I  had  a  secret  model  once;  it  contained 
just  what  you  are  uaing  there;  it  waa  burnt  a  lon|; 
time  ago,  it  is  true;  but  Mr.  Grimes  svrears,  ui 
the  Patent  Office,  that  it  was  in  the  model;  and 
here  ia  the  seal  of  the  Government  tsUing  you  that 
it  waa  there;  now  stop,  it  ia  mine."  TMt  i«  what 
I  would  sav  to  him  if  I  were  engaged  in  a  busi- 
ness so  ne&rioas.  He  would  have  to  stop,  or  I 
ehould  compel  him  to  do  so.  If  he  did  not,  I 
should  levy  upon  him  to  the  amount,  perhaps,  of 
everything  involved  in  the  harvest;  euid,  Glad 
knows,  that  ia  almost  all  thataome  farmers  in  the 
country  have  to  depend  on. 

Sir,  1  am  surrounded  by  a  community  that  is 
using  harvesting  machines.  I  am  using  them  ex- 
tensively myseu,  and,  as  God  is  my  judge,  if  this 
bill  shall  pass,  and  the  patent  shall  oe  renewed  in 
thie  form,  I  do  not  know  how  it  would  be  posri- 
ble  for  me  to  feel  myself  safe  in  putting  my  teams 
to  the  machines,  ana  cutting  anotner  acre  of  grain. 
I  should  almost  shudder  to  see  anybody  coming 
into  the  field,  when  1  knew  this  terrible  act  had 
been  passed,  and  that  such  a  monopoly  had  been 
granted  to  individuals.  When  the  farmer  is  told 
to  stop  using  his  machines,  he  might  turn  to  these 
Darties  and  say,  "  If  you  will  not  permit  me  to  use 
.Die  machines,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  man- 
ufactiire  oneHhat  we  may  have,  for  we  cannot  get 
manual  labor  to  do  the  work."  "Well,  we  will 
doit."  ••  What  price  will  you  chaige?"  "Only 

{1,600!"  I  believe  the  one  which  I  have  cost  but 
100  or  $150.  "  Well,  with  your  $1 ,600  maehine, 
what  team  will  have  to  be  had?"  "Sixteen- 
horses."  "  Have  you  any  manufactured?"  "No." 
"  Well,  I  do  not  wrant  it,"  the  reply  would  be. 
They  could  not  sell  one  if  they  had  it;  and  if  there 
was  one  manufactured  it  could  not  be  worked  with 
an  ordinary  sised  team;  and  this  is  the  manner  in 
which  the  community  is  to  be  treated  by  this 
Imshition. 

But  I  waa  adverting  to  the  fact  that  this  feature 
was  not  in  the  original  bill.  The  original  bill,  as 
introduced  into  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  did 
not  contain  thia  model  feature.  It  has  assumed 
that  shape  since,  no  doubt  because,  as  is  rapre- 
sented  to  honorable  members  who  are  advocating  . 
the  bill,  that  it  is  neceesary  to  have  the  model 
provision  in  it,  for  the  persons  interested  in  it 
nave  doubtliiiyiiiid  that  they  cannot 'get  their 
rights  without  its  bein^  there.  .Suppose  they  can- 
not, how  easily,  its  being  there,  are  they  enabled 
to  deprive  others  of  their  rights  ?  And  hence  how 
apparent  is  the  injustice  which  will  be  done  under 
its  provisions? 

Mow,  Mr.  Preeidsnt,  to  cut  short  my  present 
remarks,  I  will  advert  to  another  fact.    When 
this  bill  waa  under  consideration  in  the  Senate  at 
a  former  Congress,  it  received  at  each  time  but 
precious  little  favor.   When  it  first  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office^- 
upon  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  no  longer  a  Sen- 
ator, I^Mr.  Walee.]    ft  was  then  amended  in  the 
committee,  and  the  amended  bill  was  brought  back 
to  the  Senate  by  yoursdf,  I  think,  (Mr.  Dawion' 
in  the  chair;)  but  in  that  bill,  as  it  went  to  yon, 
there  was  no  provision  in  regard  to  this  bnrot- 
model.    After  that  was  done,  the  bill  failed.    At 
the  next  Congrees  it  passed  tlie  House  of  Repre- 
sentativee,  and  came  to  the  Senate.  Upon  a  pretty' 
full  discussion,  it  was  then  recommitted  to  the- 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  as  I 
understand,  with,  if  not  exprees,  implied  instrue- 
I  tions  that  the  committee  should  bring  it  back  as  a 
I  bill  simply  extending  the  patent.    This  allegation 
I  oo  my  part  has  been  denied  by  the  Senator  fipom 
;  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stdabt;]  and  I  wiah  now  to 
I  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  senate  that  from  which 
I  I  inferred  that  the  committee  waa  so  instructed. 
I  will  read  a  very  short  passage  fk«m  Ibe  remarks 
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irbieh  were  made  b^  mywlf  at  that  tiro*,  after 
til*  eanelu«ion  of  which  the  motion  to  recommit 
was  made,  put,  and  carried.    I  said: 

'*  *  I  have  made  uiyself  to  a  cnnaiderable  eirent  an  inter- 
eat*^  party  in  itila  uiaiter,  IwcauiMf  I  represent  an  a^ricu)- 
ttiral  i;uiiiilry,  aiid  i  do  not  want  Ibe  rarmt^rii  of  that  region 
lotie  placf  d  in  thj»  predfcauif  nl-  1  Itave  bfaEed  tlie  parlies 
to  tatte  a  aintple  exient>iou  ol'the  patent.  Tney  will  not  do 
it.  And  now,  since  they  have  come  to  as  and  a»lied  fur 
Jegislatton.  my  advice  is.  that  we  take  this  bill  and  ajnetid 
It,  and  make  it  a  simple  bill  extending  the  patent  of  these 
leullenieu,  and  then  let  thrtni  have  it.  In  order  that  this 
may  be  dune,  I  move  to  rec'immit  the  bill  to  the  Coiomittee 
on  PateiiU  and  the  Puteiit  Olflee  * 

••  Tba  motion  waa  (fmed  to  t  Ibere  beinf ,  on  a  diviaioo— 
ayesiB,  noealS." 

Mr.  8TUA  RT.    What  is  the  date  of  that? 

Mr.  WALKER.  The25lh  of  February,  1853. 
This  then  waa  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  went 
liack  to  the  Committee  on  Patenta  and  the  Patent 
Office,  the  (eeond  time.  It  may  be  said  that  there 
was  DO  order  instructing  the  committee  to  temend 
it,  making  it  a  bill  for  the  simple  extension  of  the 
patent;  but,  sir,  1  will  venture  to  say  that  every 
Bcnator  who  was  present  then  understood  thai  it 
was  implied  that  it  the  committee  brought  back 
the  bill  at  all,  it  waa  to  bring  it  back  in  the  form 
implied  in  those  instructions,  for  the  motion  was 
made  expressly,  as  was  then  declared,  **in  order 
that  this  might  be  done." 

Immediately  the  vote  was  taken  in  the  Senate, 
and  they  voted,  as  I  implied,  that  the  bill  should 

fo  back  to  the  committee,  in  order  that  it  might 
e  thus  amended.  I  believe  (he  committee  did 
not  return  th*  bill  at  that  session.  It  was  true  it 
was  near  the  close  of  the  seaaion;  but.  it -would  not 
have  taken  either  a  member  of  the  committee  or 
its  clerk  five  minutes  to  draw  up  a  bill  extending 
the  patent  in  the  simple  language  in  which  patenia 
are  extended,  and  then  it  could  have  been  reported 
back  to  the  Senate  if  that  had  been  done.  Being 
one  of  those  who  principally  opposed  it,  (  stood 
pledged  to  vote  for  it.  I  stand  so  now.  Bring  in 
a  bill  extending  the  patent  simply,  and  I  will  vote 
for  it  to-day,  to-morrow,  or  on  any  other  day  on 
which  I  may  be  called  upon  to  da  so.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  aversion  to  the  gentlemen  asking  for 
the  extension  of  their  patent;  but  1  do  ask  in  my 
own  name,  as  one  of  the  class,  anil  in  the  name 
of  the  agricultural  community,  that  such  an  enor- 
mity as  this  shall  not  be  passed  by  Congress;  that 
they  shall  not  be  subjected  to  the  power  of  any 
man  or  any  two  men  in  America;  for  whatever 
may  be  said  upon  the  subject,  I  have  my  convic- 
tions that  everything  can  be  done,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  that  I  have  alleged  can  be 
done. 

Why,  sir,  should  we  step  forward  at  this  late 
day  and  revert  these  parties  to  their  alleged  rights? 
Wny,  when  they  made  an  improvement  two 
years  after  their  first  patent  was  taken  out,  did 
they  nqf  come  forward  and  patent  that,'  Why, 
when  four  years  after  the  patent  was  taken  out, 
they  made  another  improvement,  did  they  not 
patent  that,  and  so  on,  from  tin^  to  time,  until 
they  had  perfected  their  machine .'  Why  did  they 
not  do  it?  The  patent  laws  gave  them  the  right 
and  power  to  (k>  it.  There  are  express  provisions 
in  the  patent  laws  upon  the  subject.  They  did 
not  do  it.  They  lay  back  while  other  ingenious 
minds  wer*  at  work  in  the  country,  during  the 
period  of  eighteen  years,  making  inventions  and 
improvements  in  harvesting  machines,  have  per- 
fected their  rights,  have  gone  to  tlie  Patent  Office, 
have  acted  up  lo  the  law,  and  have  obtained  their 
patenls;  and  now,  after  all  this  has  been  done,  it 
IS  proposed  that,  at  one  fell  swoop,  we  shall  strike 
from  them  all  their  rights  under  it,  and  confer 
them  upon  Moore  &,  Hascall,  of  Michigan,  say- 
ing to  all  others  stand  aside,  and  to  all  who  have 
purchased  machines,  cease  using  them.  That  is 
.  the  effect  of  the  bill.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  de- 
signed by  the  Senators  from  Michigan  to  be  its 
effect;  but  that  it  is  so  I  hsve  not  the  least  doubt. 
J  do  not  blame  Ihem  for  their  advocacy  of  it,  upon 
two  grounds.  In  the  first  place,  these  gentlemen 
are  their  constituents;  and  in  the  second  place, 
tbeir  Legislature  has  instructed  them  to  go  for  the 
bill.  But  in  these  instructions,  i  will  venture  to 
•ay,  h  was  never  dreamed  that,  by  the  words 
"  exwnding  their  patent,"  the;^  were  also  to  em- 
brace every  improvement  running  through  a  pe- 
riod of  eighteen  rears,  for  which  a  patent  had 
been  given  to  anybody  else. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  perhaps,  sir,  is  not  the 
Isaat.diffictiU  tuk  tot «  outa  to  ttndsrtak*  to  an* 


sw  V  an  argament  that  is  made  up  wholly  of  illim- 
itable statements  and  declarations.  1.  conceive 
thst  if  a  gentleman  were  to  rise  in  his  place  to- 
day, and  tell  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  that 
to-morrow,  at  noon,  the  sun  would  be  extin- 
guished, the  eart^  would  be  annihilated,  and  the 
whole  planetary  system  would  be  utterly  and  en- 
tirely destroyed,  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  world 
who  could  refute  that  argument  by  reason  and 
logic.  He  could  only  say,  he  did  not  believe  it. 
Now,  sir,  I  find  myself  very  much  in  that  posi- 
tion. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  started  by  char- 
acterizing this  bill  as  one  of  the  greatest  enormi- 
ties that  ever  was  sought  to  be  practiced  upon  the 
credulity  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  If 
there  is  a  word  in  the  English  language  which  is 
more  extended  in  its  signification  of  infamy  than 
that  which  has  been  eipployed  by  the  senator 
from  Wisconsin,  it  is  a  word  whicli  bets  never 
reached  my  notice.  He  tells  you  that  the  attempt 
is  made  by  this  bill  to  give  to  Moore  &  Hascall 
not  that  which  they  have  invented,  and  to  which 
they  have  a  right,  but  all  that  they  claim;  and  he 
says  he  knows  they  will  claim  everything  that 
attaches  to  any  reaping  machine  which  has  ever 
been  invented,  or  is  now  in  use. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  say  they  have  done  it,  and 
they  can  do  it  under  this  bill. 

^ir.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  will  not 
undertake  to  deal  in  any  such  language  as  that 
which  has  been  indulged  in  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  although  I  shall  meet  him  very  cor- 
dially in  saying  of  him,  as  he  does  of  me,  that  1 
do  not  impute  to  him  any  improper  motives.  I 
will  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Senator  is  mis- 
taken from  the  commencement  to  the  termination 
of  his  argument. 

I  trust  the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in  saying  that 
this  whole  transaction,  from  the  lime  of  its  incep- 
tion down  to  its  cMimplelion,  has  been  carried  on 
in  the  county  in  which  I  reside — within  twelve  or 
fourteen  miles  of  my  own  residence — and  if  there 
is  any  subject  which  1  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  understand,  by  observation  and  by  examina- 
tion, from  first  to  last,  it  is  the  subject  which  is 
now  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  And 
when  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  tells  me  that  I 
am  here  the  advocate  of  a  measure  which  carries 
upon  its  face,  and  in  iu  effect,  such  perfidy,  as  he 
Mcribes  to  this,  4rhen  1  know  all  about  it,  no 
other  inference  can  be  drawn  from  his  language — 
however  he  may  intend  it— except  that  1  am  nere 
in  the  dishonest  advocacy  of  a  very  dishonest 
measure.  This  is  a  subject  about  which  I  cannot 
plead  ignorance.  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the  advo- 
cate of  these  men.  1  do  not  stand  here  with  any 
particular  solicitude  in  regard  to  them,  because 
they  are  immediate  constituents  of  mine.  I  stand 
here  to-day,  Mr.  President,  not  only  seeking,  but 
desiring,  to  pledge  what  little  reputation  I  possess 
in  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues  in  this  body,  upon 
the  fact  that  this  measure  is  the  reverse  of  what 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  haa  characterized  it, 
from  the  beginning  lo  the  end.  I  will  seek  to 
show  the  truihof  what  1  say  in  a  few  words,  for 
I  do  not  intend  to  give  out  to  the  Senate,  as  the 
Senator  has  done,  that  I  am  going  to  discuss  the 
subject  at  any  very  considerable  lengdl.  1  can 
stale  the  case  in  a  nut-shell. 

The  inventors,  who  are  sought  to  be  provided 
for  in  this  bill,  are  very  intelligent  men;  and  I 
may  say  of  the  one,  who  is,  perhaps,  more  im- 
mediately concerned,  Mr.  Moore,  that  h^  is  one 
of  the  ablest  men  that  can  be  found  in  the  coun- 
try. He  is  not  only  able  as  a  farmer,  but  he  is 
able  as  a  mechanic  jind  an  inventor;  and  he  is 
entirely  free  from  that  difliculty  which  almost 
always  follows  a  high  order  of  inventive  talent; 
he  is  not  visionary;  he  does  not  spend  his  time 
nor  spend  his  money  about  subjects  which  can  be 
of  no  practical  good.  Looking  abroad,  sir,  upon 
our  prairies  in  1833,  he  discovered  at  once  that  a 
single  roan,  with  a  team,  could,  besides  attending 
to  his  ordinary  farming  business,  put  in  eighty 
acr»9  of  wheat;  but  he  saw  instantly  that  it  re- 
iiuired  a  great  many  men  to  harvest  that  wheat  in 
the  ordinary  method,  by  axradle.  He  therefore 
saw,  either  that  a  great  portion  of  the  western 
country,  consisting  of  prairie  land,  must  lie  com- 
paratively idle  and  unproductive,  or  else  means 
must  be  employed  to  provide  for  harvesting  after 
the  crop  was  in  and  ready  to  be  harvested.  He 
said  lo  bis  DUghbors,  "  I  believ*  I  caji  invent  a 


machine  which  will  harvesphis  wheat  perfectly." 
As  a  matter  of  course,  they  all  laughed  at  him. 
They  did  not<tielieve  him  any  more  than  a  man 
would  have  believed,  a  few  years  before  it  waa 
demonstrated,  that  inielligence  could  be  commu- 
nicated by  telegraph.  He  went  to  work,  how- 
ever— to^o  what?  I  wish,  to  call  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  the  work  which  this  gentleman  set 
about.  Itwas  to  produces  machinewhich  would 
go  into  the  field ,  and  could  thresh ,  clean  up,  and  put 
into  bags  the  wheatat  the  rate  of  three  acres  nn  hour. 
That  was  aprelty  large  undertaking.  Haa  he  suc- 
ceeded? The  report  of  the  committee  says  be  has; 
and  as  the  matter  has  passed  under  my  own  obser- 
vation, I  know  it  to  be  so.  Since  he  began,  in 
1836,  to  try  his  machine,  I  have  seen  it  operate 
annually;  and  I  tell jmiu,  sir,  and  1  pledge  myself 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  that  ii  does  ihis 
work  more  thoroughly  than  it  can  be  done  in  any 
other  way.  It  is  done  with  less  waste.  There  is 
less  loss  of  wheat  by  shelling.  The  farmer  get* 
more  bushels  of  wheat  into  his  barn  by  this  mode 
than  any  other  which  has  yet  been  proposed. 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  it  necessarily 
took  a  good  deal  of  time  to  complete  the  invention 
of  a  machine  of  this-kind,  so  as  to  makeit  perfect. 
The  outline  of  it,  of  course,  cost  a  great  deal  of 
time,  labor,  and  money;  but  when  the  outline 
of  it  was  perfected,  the  machine  must  be  tried. 
It  could  only  be  tried  in  harvest  time,  and  Sen- 
ators who  are  acquainted  with  grain  growing,  will 
see  that  it  coukl  only  be  tried  while  the  wheat 
was  fit  to  thresh.  With  the  cradle  you  begin  e 
week  before  the  wheat  is  ready  to  thresh;  but 
with  this  machine  you  cannot  operate  until  (he 
wheat  is  ready  to  thresh,  because  itcuts,  threshes, 
and  cleans  up  at  once.  For  this  reason  the  time 
during  which  the  machine  can  be  operated  is 
reduced  to  ten  days,  or  two  weeks  at  the  outside. 
Thus  a  man  could  experiment  but  once  a  year 
with  a  machine  to  do  this  great  work.  He  could 
experiment  only  ten  days  in  that  year;  and  then, 
however  defecuve  his  machine  might  be  found  to 
be,  he  had  to  go  over  until  next  year  before  he 
could  perfect  it  and  try  it  again.  ^ 

Moore  &  Hascall  took  out  their  patent  in  1^6^ 
It  was  necessary  for  their  protection.  The  ma- 
chine patented  was  a  somewhat  crude  one,  and 
far  from  being  perfect.  They  then  commenced 
operations;  aiM  what  has  been  the  fact?  Why, 
they  had  fourteen  trials  under  their  patent,  one 
every  year — the  patent  ij^nningfor  fourteen  years, 
and  they  could  only  test  it  in  harvest  time.  Thjy 
had  therefore,  I  Say,  in  order  to  perfect  a  machine 
of  this  magnitude,  complication,  and  importance, 
fourteen  trials  of  it  under  a  patent;  Md  that  is  all 
they  have  had. 

Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  need  not 
elaborate  this  question.  Senators,  like  courts, ai% 
legally  presumed  to  know  something.  It  will  b* 
seen  from  these  facts  that  the  whole  time  of  the 
patent  was  necessarily  exhausted  in  perfecting  the 
machine;  and  it  would  be,  I  think,  a  most  fortu- 
nate occurrence  if  a  man  could  perfect  such  a  ma- 
chine as  this  in  fourteen  trials  after  he  had  got  the  ' 
crude  invention  together. 

Thus  the  matter  stood  at  the  expiration  of  the 
timelimited  by  the  patent.  Thesegentlemen  said 
to  themselves  then,  "the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  terms  gives  to  inventors  the 
exclusive  use  of  their  inventions  for  a  limited  time 
as  a  recompensf.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  have  passed  a  general  law,  by  which  an 
inventor, after  his  machine  is  perfected,  shall  have, 
a  patent  for  fourteen  years,  and  if  he  is  not  remu- 
nerated witjiin  that  term  of  fourteen  years,  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  is  authorized  to  extend 
the  patent  for  seven  years  more,  so  that  be  has 
twenty-one  years'  use  of  a  machine  after  it  is  per- 
fected." We  kiiow  that  the  greater  number  of 
machines  can  be  perfected  in  secret,  and  when  a 
party  takes  out  his  patent  he  is  ready  to  com- 
mence the  full  tide  of  operations,  snd  ihen  he  has 
for  twenty-one  years  the  full  and  perfect  use  of  a 
complete  machine.  These  gentlemen,  as  the  re- 
port states  and  as  I  know,  found  themselves  at  the 
end  of  fourteen  years  where  ordinary  inventors 
are  when  they  get  tbeir  patents— just  ready  to  do 
something.  Well  then  what  did  they  say?  They 
said  "  if  we  go  on  and  take  an  extension  of  this 
patent  now  for  seven  years',  we  shall  only  have 
one  third  of  what  is  given  to  ordinary  inventors; 
we  will  therefore  ask  the  Congress  of  the  United 
StatM  to  extend  oar  patent  for  fourteen  years. 
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and  we  will  show  them  the  reason  why  it  ought 
to  be  done." 

I  will  not  dwell  much  upon  the  history  or  this 
case,  but, I  will  briefly  go  over  the  points.  They 
applied,  as  1  utated  in  the  report,  in  1850,  in  time, 
•o  that  if  Congress,  in  the  ordinary  course  oflegis- 
lalinn,  had  refused  the  patent,  they  could  still  have 
gone  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  got  an  extension  there 
forseven  years.  Thatezteneion,of  course,  would 
have  been  confined  to  the  original  patent,  and 
would  have  been  very  far  from  doing  them  justice. 
The  House  of  Representatives  passed  the  bill  in 
1850,  and  it  came  here  to  the  Senate,  but  did  not 
receive  the  action  of  this  body.    At  the  lut  Con- 

freas,  as  early,,  I  think,  as  the  8ih  of  February, 
853,  at  any  rate,  early  in  that  month,  when  I 
vaa  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  House  passed  the  bill.  It  remained  here  in  the 
Senate  during  the  whole  of  that  long  session,  and 
was  not  tottcned.  On  the  25th  of  February,  1853, 
as  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  has  shown,  five 
or  six  days  before  the  termination  of  the  Con- 

Sess,  by  dint  of  exertion,  my  distinguished  coU 
ii;ue  [Mr.  Casi]  and  his  associate  bt  that  time, 
[Mr.  Fblch,]  got  the  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
take  up  the  bill.  It  was  at  a  time  when  we  were 
surrounded  by  all  the  appropriation  bills  for  the 
service  of  the  country,  and  only  five  or  six  days 
of  the  session  were  left.  We  know  that,  under 
■uch  circumstances,  members  are  unwilling  to 
attend  to  private  interests  stall;  and  it  was  only 
as  a  matter  if^ourtesy  to  the  Senators  who 
occupied  the  l^f^t  the  time,  that  it  came  up  at 
all.  The  Senatorfrom  Wisconsin  raadejustsuch 
a  speech  then,  as  he  has  made  to-day.  He  fright- 
ened some  men,  not  so  much  by  what  he  said,  as 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  said  it.  He  character- 
ized this  as  a  transaction  fraught  with  infamy  of 
the  deepest  dye.  He  said  that  his  own  reapers 
in  his  own  fields  would  be  stopped  if  Congress 
passed  the  bill.  Sir,  ordinary  courtesy  would 
prevent  the  Senate  from  walking  into  the  harvest 
field  of  the  Senatorfrom  Wisconsin,  and  stopping 
his  harvesting  in  the  midst  of  harvest  time,  and 
letting  his  grain  go  into  the  ground  again.  I  was 
Dot  a  member  of  this  body  at  that  time,  but  I  was 
in  the  Chamber  at  the  time,  and  I  listened  to  the 
Senator,  and  1  confess  I  was  as  much  -amazed  at 
his  argument  then  as  I  have  been  to-day. 

That  is  the-whole  transaction  up  to  that  time. 
Here  is  a  6ona  JiiU  invention  of  a  most  important 
character,  ready  to  be  used  profitably  to  the  in- 
yentors,  and  they  simply  ask  the  privilege.  Why 
aliall  it  be  refused  i '  * 

The  Senator  says  there  is  one  portion  of  this 
bill  thist  is  wrong,  because  it  seeks  to  renew  what- 
ever was  contained  in  the  "  model,  drawings,  or 
apecifications,  instead  of  saying  "  the  model, 
drawings,  and  specifications."  I  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  this  fact,  because  I  want  the 
bill  understood.  I  want  it  to  meet  every  objec- 
tion, and  I  wish  to  have  the  judgment  of  Senators 
on  this  question  after  it  is  thoroughly  tested  and 
understood.  If  it  will  not  bear  the  light  of  examin- 
ation, far  be  it  from  me  to  ask  them  to  pass  the 
bill.  But,  sir,  what  are  the  facta  ?  This  was  an 
invention  patented  in  1836.  There  was  much  less 
■kill  then  in  preparing  specifications  than  there  is 
now.  Congress  thought  it  necessary  and  proper 
to  pass  a  general  law,  by  which,  when  specifica- 
tions were  imperfect,  the  inventors  might  yield 
them  up  and  have  a  new  hearing,  and  have  em- 
bnvfed  within  their  patent  whatever  they  were 
*k«tually  entitled  to. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  1  ask  the  Senate — and  I 
invite  the  especial  attention  of  the  Senators  who 
are  present — if  they  can  conceive  of  a  single  inven- 
tion, which,  in  iu  character,  would  be  less  sus- 
ceptible of  the  practice  of  fraud  than  this  one 
under  the  yielding  up  of  the  specifications-^nd 
taking  new  ones  ?  Here  is  an  immense  machine. 
It  is  worked  in  the  open  field,  where  the  whole 
community  see  it.  It  is  not  so  complicated  in  its 
character  .hut  that  every  farmer  can  understand  it. 
He  can  see  every  part  of  it;  and,  therefore,  when 
the  inventor  undertakes  to  claim  what  he  is  not 
entitled  to,  you  can  produce  a  whole  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses, as  many  as  were  summoned  to  try  Oeorge 
III.  at  the  bar  of  Paradise.  Everybody,  every 
farmer,  could  be  called  upon  at  once  and  say,  "  I 
have  seen  this  machine  operate  for  five  or  six 
years,  and  there  is  no  such  thing  in  it."  ^ny  at- 
tempt at  fraud  in  this  way  would  be  detected  at 
once.   The  model  has  been  burnt  up.    Who  is  to 


blame  for  that?  It  was  pKlf^  in  the  Patent Ofiice 
of' the  United  Stales,  an  insecure  building.  The 
Office  took  fire  and  burnt  up,  and  in  that  burning 
these  men's  model  was  consumed.  They,  there- 
fore, must  produce  another  model,  and  must  re- 
sort to  pai»l  evidence  to  show  its  identity.  Is 
there  any  other  way  known  by  which  they  can 
secure  other  evidence?  Certainly  not.  Then 
where  is  the  danger?  If  you  give  men  what 
they  have  actually  invented — for  the  bill  limits 
them  to  that — what  they  are  the  first  and  actually 
inventors  of,  has  anybody  else  a  right  to  it?  I 
ask  the  question,  has  anybody  a  right  to  what 
these  men  invented  ?  How  did  they  get  it?  The 
worst  phase  that  can  be  put  upon  this  matter  is, 
that  it  is  not  a  question  between  these  inventors 
and  other  inventors,  but  between  these  inventors 
and  the  public.  Now,  the  Constitution  says,  in- 
ventors shall  be  entitled  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
their  own  invention  for  a  reasonable  time.  Is 
there  any  other  means  of  asoertaiiiing  what  they 
invented  than  such  as  la's  provided  for  in  this  bill? 
Certainly  none  at  all. 

Again,  objection  is  made  to  this  bill  because  it 
proposes  to  give  these  men  what  they  invented 
while  they  were  improving  the  machine.  I  come, 
now,  to  some  places  where  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  correct  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  He  says, 
thelvll  gives  these  men  the  whole  range  of  eighteen 
years  from  the  time  they  took  out  their  patent  tp 
this  day.  That  is  a  very  great  mistake.  The  bill 
gives  them  the  right  to  claim  such  original  inven- 
tions as  they  themselves  made  in  perfecting  this 
machine  during  the  fourteen  years  while  they  held 
the.patent,  and  were  actually  perfecting  it.  That 
is  the  language  of  the  bill.  Here  is  a  point  to 
which  I  can  bring  the  Senator  to  a  demonstration 
in  argument.  The  bill  provides  that  this  patent 
shall  be  renewed  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years 
from  the  27th  of  June,  18S0.  It  provides  that  the 
renewed  patent  shall  include  "  the  improvements 
invented  by  them  or  either  of'them,  in  perfect- 
ing said  machine," — I  call  particular  attention  to 
this — "  from  the  date  of  their  original  patent  to 
the  day  from  which  the  same  is  hereby  renewed 
and  extended."  That  is,  from  the  date  of  their 
patent  in  June,  1836,  to  the  time  from  which  we 
now  propose  to  extend  it,  June,  1850.  I  mention 
this  for  more  purposes  than  one.  I  mention  it  to 
show  that  in  the  zeal,  I  may  say  the  unparalleled 
zeal  with  which  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  at- 
tacks this  measure  every  lime  he  ^eta  a  chance  at 
it,  and  in  his  zeal  to  characterize  its  enormity,  he 
has  overlooked  the  express  language  of  the  bill. 

Sir,  what  is  there  unreasonable  in  the  proposi- 
tion ?  These  men,  as  1  have  said,  vite  necessarily 
engaged  in  perfecting  their  machine.  Wherever 
they  found  it  defective,  they  had  to  make  a  new 
invention. 

Here  is  another  fact  to  which  I  will  refer  in  this 
connection.  If  these  men  were  of  the  character 
that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  seeks  to  satisfy 
the  Senate  they  are,  mere  blood-suckers  upon  the 
producing  community,  they  would  have  gone  on 
and  patented  those  little  inventions  for  improve- 
ments as  fast  as  they  made  them.  They  would 
have  done  what  has  been  done  by  some  others  in 
this  country,  whom  I  could  name,  who  are  under- 
taking i^get  gceateeldt  before  the  community,  and 
every  two  or  three  years  are  taking  out  new  pat- 
ents for  a  part  of  the  identical  machine  originally 
patented.  But,  sir,  1  can  tell  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  that  there  is  a  wide  distinction  between 
these  individuals  and  some  others.  They  are  hon- 
est men.  They  were  seeking  in  this  invention  to 
give  to  the  community  the  most  valuable  machine 
that  has  been  invented,  ant  were  not  stopping 
every  year  or  twa  to  take  out  a  sepai^te  patent 
for  an  arrangement  of  a  seat,  or  for  a  mere  divid- 
ing iron  running  through  between  the  grain  to  be 
cut  and  the  standing  grain.  They  did  not  deal  in 
that  sort  of  small  fry  for  the  purpose  of  layine 
their  fangs  on  original  and  honest  inventors,  and 
thereby  taxing  the  community.  They  are  a  dif- 
ferent class  of  men  from  that.  As  I  said  before, 
they  kept  on  perfecting  their  machine.  The  bill 
proposes  to  give  them  an  extension  for  such  im- 
provements as  they  made  in  perfecting  it.  Why 
IS  this  necessar/r  Without  this  provision,  the 
extension  is  good  for  nothing. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  may  well  tell  the 
Senate  that  he  is  perfectly  willing  that  their  ori- 
ginal patent  shall  be  extended  for  the  crude  and 
lapcrieet  machine  for  which  they  took  out  •  pat. 


ent  in  1836.  He  may  say  B0,'beCB0se  there  is  no 
claim  that  the  original  patent  of  1836  interfere* 
with  certain  other  claims  which,  bnt  for  the  agents 
of  some  men,  would  not  trouble  the  Senate.  I 
wish  Senators  to  understand  that  if  Moore  &  Has- 
call  simply  asked  for  an  extension  of  their  original 
patent,  men  who  have  made  §300,000  or  $400,000 
out  of  their  inventions  woum  not  be  here  to-day, 
battling  this  bill  as  this  is  contested.  There  is  the 
cause;  there  is  the  difficulty.  I  say  these  people 
may  well  say  they  do  not  object  to  the  extension 
of  the  original  patent. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask— and  I  ask  it  with  some  sort  of 
confidence  and  not  a  little  of  feeling — if,  when  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  is  presented  with  a 
bill  which  is  simply  to  put  these  m^  on  a  footing 
with  others,  which  is  to  give  them  a  patent  for 
what  they  shallactuallyprove,  after  notice  and  full 
hearing,  that  they  originally  invented,  it  can,  with 
propriety,  be  characterized  as  an  enormous  propo- 
sition? Sir,  I  know  something  about  this  matter; 
i  know  a  little  about  the  agencies;  I  know  a  little 
about  the  propelling  power;  and,  sir,  I  can  say  to 
you  that  I  know  on  some  subjects  a  little  more 
than  I  wish  to  know. 

But,  sir,  my  object  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  item  by  item  to  this  transaction;  and  I  ask 
now  why  should  not  Moore  &  Hascall  hare  in- 
cluded within  this  extension  of  their  patent  for 
fourteen  years, the improvementswhich  they  shall 
prove  by  valid,  incontrovertible  testimony,  they 
are  entitled  to  as  original  inventors?  Can  any- 
body tell  me? 

There  are  some  other  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  which  I  wish  to  notice.  He 
says  the  report  shows  that  these  men  have  not 
been  remunerated  because  they  have  never  sold  a 
machine,  and  he  says,  in  no  legitimate  way  can 
they  ever  be  remunerated  because  they  never  ran 
sell  a  machine.  Let  me  look  at  that  argument  for 
a  moment.  Take  the  ease  of  an  inventor  perfect- 
ing  his  machine  in  a  secret  room;  a  machine  which 
he  can  take  into  his  own  room,  and  there  perfect 
without  the  world  knowing  anything  of  it;  would 
he  go  about  selling  that  machine  before  he  had 
patented  and  perfected  it  ?  Did  anybody  ever  hear 
of  such  a  thing?  Have  not  Moore  &  Hascall 
been  precisely  in  that  condition  under  their  ori- 
ginal patent?  Could  lhey,as  honest  men,  go  and 
seek  to  sell  patent  rights  over  (he  country  when 
those  rights  were  imperfect,  and  when  a  machine 
built  according  to  the  original  patent  would  not  be 
of  any  actual  service  to  (he  builder  or  the  vendee 
of  the  right?  'J'hey  would  have  been  disgraced 
before  the  community  if  they  had  attempted  it. 
They  stand  now  ready  to  sell.*'  At  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  their  patent  they  stand  in  the  same 
condition  where  other  inventors  begin — -just  ready 
to  sell  and  make  something.  That  disposes  of 
the  whole  objection  as  to  why  they  cannot  sell.  It 
is  because  thky  would  not  sell  an  imperfect  and 
useless  machine. 

Again ,  the  Senator  says  it  costs  1 1 ,600  to  build 
one  of  these  machines.  So  far  from  that  being 
the  case,  it  costs  but  $600.  There  is  a  mistake 
of  ll/MO,  neariy  two  thirds  of  the  calculation.  I 
am  speaking  that  which  I  know.  It  costs  these 
men  now  $6iD0  to  build  one  of  these  machines;  and 
no  doubt  improvements  can  be  made  in  machinery, 
by  which  they  can  be  built  at  a  less  price. 

Mr,  President,  [Mr,  Wellcr  occupying  the 
chair,]  you  know  something  about  agriculture  in 
the  northern  and  northwestern  States,  and  you 
will  appreciate  what  I  am  about  to  say.  What 
does  this  machine  embrace?  A  threshing  machine 
which  costs  $300  or  |300  by  itself.  I  will  not  speak 
positively,  but  my  recollection  is  that  you  cannot 
buy  a  good  threshing  machine  now  short  of  $300 
or  $300.  That  is  embraced  within  this  machine. 
It  has  a  fanning  mill  also  embraced  in  it,  and  re- 
member that  it  has  not  only  to  be  embraced  but 
to  be  coupled  with  the  other  machinery,  and  it  has 
to  be  so  made  that  it  can  stand ;  for  you  know  if  you 
take  the  horse-power,  which  will  carry  a  threshing 
machine,  and  apply  ittoanordinaryfanning  mill, 
you  would  tear  it  all  to  pieces.  Therefore  the 
machine  has  to  be  so  geared  and  regulated  that 
you  can  have  power  enough  to  thresh,  which 
takes  eight  liorses,  and  you  must  regulate  that 
power  so  that  it  shall  propel  the  threshing  ma- 
chine, propel  the  wheels  of  thft  whole  machine  in 
the  field,  propel  the  power  to  cut;  and  yet  be  so 
delicately  arranged  that  it  cannot  tear  the  fanning 
mill  all  to  piseee.    A  tknniog  mill  can  b«  tumei 
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in  any  naa'a  hands;  M  thatthadiiBcultyof  oem- 
Uning  h»a.Tj  mschintry  with  it  can  readily  b* 


Tliia  maehin*,  lo  far  from  taking  aixtaan  horaea 
lakaa  but  tataWa;  ao  far  from  coating  ||l,600i  it 
aoata  but  |600,  and  Mr.  Moore  ia  of  opinion  that 
iinproTamaniB  can  be  made  in  the  manner  of 
boildinr  it|  ao  that  he  can  baild  it  at  a  coat  of  not 
over  |M0 — ^rery  little  more  than  a  aingte  threahing 
niAchma now  coata.  I  am  not  a  rery  tnah  man, 
eraecially  in  ptoiniary  matlera;  but  I  should  be 
willing  to  enter  into  a  covenant  in  order  to  relieve 
my  friend  from  Wieconain,  for  I  certainly  would 
not  injure  him,  and  1  will  give  good  aecurity,that 
if  thia  bill  bapaaaed  by  the  Coacreaa  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  everything  which  the  inventora  claim 
under  it  ahall  be  given  to  them  by  patent,  neither 
hia  reaper,  nor  the  reaper  of  any  other  man  in  the 
field,  anall  be  touched  or  atopped. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  will  not  be  becauae  it  can- 
not ba  done  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  aay  it  will  be  becauae  it 
cannot  be  done  under  the  bill.  Why,  air,  Hua- 
aey'a  reaper  was  patented  before  thia,  and  haa 
been  in  operation  all  the  time,  and  nobody  ever 
dreamt  that  the  two  came  in  oppoaition  or  sought 
to  atop  that.  Nobody  haa  ever  conteeled  a  auit 
with  Huaaey — nobodyhaaeverbroughtaauit  with 
Hueeay — seeking  to  ahow,  either  aa  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  that  there  was  any  collision  between  hie 
invention  and  Moore  it,  Haacall's.  Talk  about 
Btoppine  reapers  in  the  harvest  fields  of  the  coun- 
try !  That  argument  cannot  be  touched  with  logic, 
beeansethereiinobeginningandnoendtoit.  Theae 
men  expreasly  aaid  in  their  original  patent  that 
they  did  not  claim  the  invention  of  a  threshing 
machine.  Such  machines  have  been  used  for 
years.  Nobody  holds  a  patent  for  them  now. 
They  do  not  claim  it.  They  do  not  claim  to  be 
the  inventora  of  afanning-miU.  They  do  not  claim 
lo  l>e  the  inventora  of  a  rake.  They  do  not  claim 
to  be  the  inventory  of  the  cart-wheels  by  which 
this  machinery  ia  propelled.  But  they  claim  that 
they  have  combined  these  threahing  powera  and 
fJeaning  powera  with  certain  cutting  apparatua 
which  they  have  invented,  so  aa  to  eeeure  a  pat- 
entable machine.  Why,  yir,  talk  about  stopping 
threshing  machines,  and  stopping  fanning  mills, 
and  stopping  reapers !    The  thing  ia  an  abanrdity. 

There  ia  no  doubt  about  one  thing,  and  I  oo 
not  aeek  to  dii^uiae  it  here;  and,  aa  the  Senator 
haa  given  me  notice  that  he  is  going  very  extcn- 
aively  into  thia  aignment,  I  will  aay  to  him  that, 
if  he  chooaea  to  touch  that  branch  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  shall  be  delighted  to  meet  him,  not  on  ac- 
count of  any  particular  prowess  that  I  claim  for 
myself,  bat  because  "  truth  is  mighty  and  will 
prevail;"  and  ia  nowhere  more  certain  to  prevail 
than  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
denied  that  other  individuals  do  claim,  in  re^eet 
to  the  catting  apparatua,  what  Moore  &  Haacall 
claim.  Huaaey  doea  not  claim  it.  As  I  aaid  be- 
fore, there  is  no  collision  with  Hnssey 'a  machine; 
but  there  are  persons  in  the  country  who  have 
sought  to  obtain  glory,  reputation,  and  ielal  over 
the  inventiona  of  Moore  &  Haacall,  and  Huaaey. 
I  will  aak  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Pbarce,]  if  he  haa  time,  to  look  into  it  and  he 
will  find  that  Hussey  is  an  original,  true,  and 
raeritorioua  inventor,  entitled  to  Uie  thanks  of  the 
whole  agricultural  community.  He  will  find 
Moore  A  Haacall  to  be  of  the  same  claas.  But, 
sir,  he  will  find  that  the  man  who  went  to  Eng- 
land, and  aonght  to  carry  off  everything  by  IclM, 
haa  never  invented  a  machine  of  this  character  at 
all.  He  oaa  invented  nothing.  I  do  not  seek  to 
involve  myself  in  any  controveray  about  other 
machines;  but  I  dare  meet  the  Senator  on  (his 
point.  I  apeak  on  this  question  to  my  fellow  Sen- 
atora  here  with  a  little  feeling  for  this  reason: 
Moore  &.  Haacall  have  expended  |30,000  in  in- 
venting the  only  machine  that  will  operate.  They 
are  the  sole  inventora  of  the  sickle  applied  aa  they 
appiv  it— in  a  manner  that  ia  worth  anything. 
Mccormick's  machine  will  not  work  unless  he 
can  use  Moore  <&  Haacall 'a  sickle. 

Now,  air,  what  do  I  aak  in  this  bill?  I  ask, 
and  I  appeal  to  my  fellow  Senators,  if  it  is  not  fair 
10  theae  constituents  of  mine,  that  they  shall 
have  leave  to  go  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  file  a 
apecificatioo  of  what  they  claim  to  be  the  original 
inventors  of;  that  the  Clommisaioner  uf  Patents 
ahall  then  give  notice  to  the  whole  world  that 
these  thinga  are  claimed, ao  that  Hussey,  and  Mc- 


Cormick,  and  AtkinsML  and  anybody  and  every- 
body, may  come  in,  and  see  whether  Moore  & 
Haacidl  are  the  original  inventora  of  this  machine 
or  not.  And  now  let  me  inquire,  what  doea  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Wieconain  go  to 
ahow  ?  Either  that  there  will  be  an  investigation 
which  will  be  fair,  and  will  aeeure  to  these  men 
what  belongs  to  them,  or  else  that  the  Senate  haa 
to  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Commiaaioner 
of  Patents  and  the  judge  of  the  court  to  whom  the 
appealjnay  be  taken,  are  not  entitled  to  the  com- 
mon confiaencc  of  the  community.  What  room 
is  there  for  these  aweepioe  declarstiona  and  de- 
nunciations, when  the  bm  is  guarded?  I  re- 
peat, Moore  &  Haacall  must  prove,  accordii^  to 
It,  that  they  are  the  original  inventora  of  every- 
thing they  claim,  or  they  cannot  have  the  exten- 
sion. What  is  the  effect  of  it?  I  mean  to  be  fair, 
and  I  will  elate  it.  It  is  to  save  all  question  of 
abandonment  (p  theaa  men  while  they  have  been 
applying  to  Congress;  that  ia  all.  They  have 
been  aince  1850  urging  Congreaa  to  pass  this  bill; 
and  it  ia  therefore  ao  framed  as  not  to  allow  this 
time  to  be  pleaded  againat  them,  and  thereby  to 
make  out  an  abandonment  of  their  inventions. 
That  is  the  whole  thing,  and  it  is  all  there  is  of  it. 
Is  there  any  reaaon  a^nst  it? 

Mr.  Preaident,  the  met  cannot  be  concealed  that 
there  are  moving  caoses  againat  thia  meoavre, 
which  do  not  fall  within  the  line  of  legitimate  ar- 
gument or  defense.  1  know  what  those  causes 
are.  I  know  how  a  thing  may  be  miareprassnted. 
I  know  how  a  continual  dropping  will  wear  out  a 
rock,  and  I  know  how  a  continual  dropping  of 
remarks  into  the  ears  of  Senatora  and  membera  of 
the  Houae  of  Representativea  will  prejudice  the 
best  human  mind  before  the  owner  ia  aware  of  it. 
But  if  this  were  a  new  question,  if  it  never  had 
been  preaented  to  the  world  before,  the  pUineat 
man,  humble  aa  myself,  could  go  before  any 
ordinary  tribunal,  and  in  twenty  minoteashow 
that   there   never  was  a  more  meritoriona  caae 

Kreaented  to  the  conaideration  of  man.  1  have, 
Ir.  Preaident,  aougfat  to  ahow  that  from  the  faa 
that  the  original  model  waa  burnt,  from  the  fact 
that  there  can  be  no  room  for  fraud,  because  this 
is  a  machine  which  woriia  out  of  dooraand  in  the 
eyee  of  everybody,  there  ia  no  danger  in  idlowing 
the  inventora  in  thia  caae  to  specify  their  claims, 
jost  as  they  might  have  done  originally  at  the 
Patent  Office,  and  surrendered  them  up.  Any 
man  can  go  and  anrrender  up  hia  specifications, 
fils  new  ones,  test  the  caae  anew,  and  take  out  a 
patent  aecoiding  to  hia  new  apeeifications.  It  ia 
an  every-day  ooeurrenee  at  the  Patent  Office. 
The  patentee,  bv  this  course,  oiiy  subjects  him- 
self to  prove  that  he  is  the  original  inventor  of 
what  he  claims  under  his  amended  specificationa. 
Now,  thia  bill  proposes  to  do  that  in  thia  caae; 
and,  I  aay,  inasmuen  as  the  machine  ia  of  auch 
magnitude,  that  all  its  operatione  were  out  of 
doom,  and  muat  inevitably  have  been  always  open 
before  farmera,  plain  men,  mechanics,  honeat 
men,  ia  there  any  danger  of  the  practice  of  a  fraud 
upon  thecommunity, or  upon  other  inventora?  Ia 
there  a  case  in  which  parol  evidence  could  be  re< 
aorted  to  with  auch  safety  in  reference  to  any 
other  olaaa  of  machinea  ?  I  think  not;  and  I  think 
that  all  question  ought  to  be  removed  as  to  who 
are  the  original  inventora. 

I  have  Bought  to  show  that  these  men  must  be 
entitled  to  what  they  invented  in  perfecting  the 
maebittc,  or  else  you  do  them  no  justice  what- 
ever. You  may  as  well  aay  to  every  inventor, 
"  wemllgive  you  your  original  crude  idea;  but  the 
thinga  which  you  invented,'while  you  were  trying 
▼our  machine  in  yoil>  room,  perfecting  it,  and 
bringing  it  to  maturity,  you  shall  not  have." 
Thatia  the  aigument  reduced  to  a  few  words. 

Now,  sir,  after  providing,  as  the  bill  does,  for 
this  renewal  and  extension,  upon  complete  exam- 
ination by  witneases  before  the  Commiaaioner  of 
Patents,  after  providing,  as  it  does,  for  an  appeal 
as  in  all  other  cases,  suppose  a  patent  be  granted. 
Thequeatiott  is  still  left  open,  before  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  whenever  the  parties  choose  to 
try  it,  between  Moore  A,  Haacall  and  McCor- 
mick,  or  anybody  elae,  as  to  who  is  the  original 
inventor.  What  injury,  then,  can  be  done  by 
this? 

A  few  words  more  in  reference  to  slopping  the 
Senator's  reaper,  and  I  have  done.  Mr.  Huaaey 
is  making  reapers  under  a  patent.  As  I  have  al- 
ready said,  there  is  no  colliaion  with  him,  and 


none  is  pretended.  Mr.  McCorroiek  ia  making 
reapera  under  two  patents,  one  of  which  he  took 
out  ia  1845,  and  which,  aa  I  claim,  ia  for  the  eichls 
that  Moore  dk  Haacall  commenced  uaing  in  183S. 
But  he  took  it  out  in  1845,  and  it  has  fourteen 
yeara  from  that>time  to  run.  How  ia  the  reaper 
to  be  stopped,  if  it  canQot  be  atopped  now?  Mr. 
MeCormick  ia  taking  hia  patept  fees  under  bin 
patent  of  1845,  and  will  continue  to  take  them  for 
fourteen'years  from  that  time,  and  no  man  can 
build  a  reaper  and  uae  that  eickle,  during  those 
fourteen  years,  unless  he  payaMcCormickapetent 
fee.  How,  then,  I  aak,  is  any  man's  reaper  to  be 
atopped,if  thia  bill  passes,  that  cannot  be  stopped 
without  the  bill?  The  only  point  in  diapute  ia  aa 
to  that  aiokle.  I  say  McCormidc  holds  a  patent 
for  it  running  for  fourteen  years  ft'om  1845.  We 
claim  that  he  haa  no  right  to  it.  We  claim  that  it 
ia  an  invention  of  these  men,  and  that  they  are 
entitled  to  it,  and  ought  to  have  the  eraoluroenta 
growing  out  of  it. .  The  bill  proposes  to  put  them 
m  a  condition  where  they  can  contest  that  ques- 
tion. They  eannoteontset  it  now.  Supposesome 
man  haa  a  auit  with  MeCormick,  and  proves  that 
Moore  &  Haacall  invented  the  nckle;  he  defeats 
MeCormick,  but  doea  not  hdp  Moore  A  Haacall; 
be  gives  the  property  to  the  public,  makes  it  free, 
but  that  does  not  remunerate  the  real  inveittors. 
How  stand  these  real  inventors?  Thirty  thousand 
dollars  out  of  pocket.  They  ate  men  who  claim, 
for  themselves,  to  be  meritorioue;  and  they  are 
men  whom  I  claim,  on  my  reapoujUlity  aa  a  man 
and  a  Senator,  to  be  meritoriowipi  '£f''  f"^"* 
knowledge.  They  are  my  neighbors.  This  thing 
has  been  done  in  my  community.  It  has  been 
done  where  I  know  all  about  it,  if  I  know  any- 
thing. Therefore  I  aay,  after  an  expenditure  of 
$30,000  out  of  pocket,  these  men  ask  the  Congreaa 
of  the  United  Statea  Simply  to  put  them  into  a 
position  where  they  can  contest  with  MeCormick, 
or  anybody  elae,  the  queation  of  whether  they 
are  or  are  not  the  original  inventors  of  this  ma- 
chine and  ita  improvements.    Why  not  do  it? 

Mr.  Preaident,  I  cannot  consent  to  detain  the  . 
Senate  longer  upon  this  question.  I  hope  that 
nothing  may  be  aaid,  under  the  notice  titat  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  haa  givm  ua,  which  shall 
make  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  more;  but  auch 
is  my  belief  in  the  honesty  of  this  trmaaetion; 
auch  is  my  knowledge  of  ita  honesty  and  of  ita 
merit;  auch  ia  my  bclid'of  the  duty  of  Congreaa 
to  enable  theae  men  to  get  remuneration,  that,  if 
it  shall  be  necessary  for  me  to  answer  any  other 
argument  which*Snay  be  thrown  out,  I  shall  ask 
ths  courtesy  of  the  Senate  to  do.  so.  I  trust  it 
may  not  be  necessary  to  do  so.  But  1  hope  to  see, 
though  late  in  the  day ,  something  like  jualiee  done 
to  these  men. 

Mr.  WALKER  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
to 

Mr.  DAWSON,  who  moved  that  the  further 
conaideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  tow 

ADJOURNHIRT  OVtR. 
On  motion,  it  was 

(Mtrad,  Tbal  wben  tbe  Senate  adjonnu  to-day,  tl  be  K> 
meet  on  Monday  ma. 

MESSAGK  FROM  THX  HOUSE. 
A  message  waa  rsceived  from  the  House  of 
Rapresentativee  by  Mr.  McKban,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Houae  had  passed  a  bill  to 
authorize  a  regiater  to  be  issued  to  the  steamer  EI  * 
Paraguay  by  a  new  name. 

EXECUTIVE  8ESHI0N. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened;  and 

"The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Pridat,  May  19, 1854. 

!     The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 

by  Rev.  Hekrt  Siicer. 

The  Journal  of  yeaterday  was  read  and  approved. 

STEAMER  EL  PARAGUAT. 

I     Mr.  FULLER.    I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 

of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee 

on  Commerce,  and  to  have  it  put  upon  itspaa- 

ssge.    It  ii  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  or  the 
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Treasary  to  issue  a  register  to  a.  vessel.  It  is  one 
of  those  cases  which  Justiee  requirM* should  be 
lefislated  upon  without  delay.       ^ 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  right.  Thtfr  wiD  be  no 
objection. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced, and  •read  a  first  and  secoAd  time  by  its 
title,  as  follovB: 

A  bill  to  authorize  a  register  to  be  issaed  to  the 
stsamer  El  Paraeuay  by  a  new  name. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  now 
pat  upon  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  bein^  engrossed,  it  was  subse- 
quently read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HKDAI.8  STRUCK  BT  ADTHORITT. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  and  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  as  follows: ' 

Raolrpd,  Tbai  ibe  SecreUry  ofUie  TrestoiT  be,  and  he 
la  hereby,  requeued  to  comoranicue  to  UiU  Houte  copies 
ef  any  report!  be  may  bare  reeeived  ftom  Ibe  direelor  of 
Ibe  Hint,  louebini  Ibe  eondiiioa  of  die*  of  medals  Mraok 
by  aalborily  of  Conjp«M  in  eommemoiatloa  of  patrtoUc 
aervtcM  ana  mdonarevenu.and  ofihe  propriety  of  eitab- 
UMnf  in  tbe  Mint  a  medal  department,  fbr  collecting  and 
ptwervlna  encb  die*,  and  of  aoiborlxing  impreadona  to  be 
■Mde  lo  bronxe  for  dieiribulion  amoDi  Ibe  Biaiea,  or  otta- 
erwiie.  auder  raeb  refOlaliODa  at  nay  be  preaertbed  ft>r  Ibe 


There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  waa 
adopt^l. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPBRS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  a  committee  in  the 
Senate  which  has  now  under  consideration  a  sub- 
ject  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  this  House,  embraced  in  the 
petition  and  papers  of  the  officeia  of  the  peniten- 
tiary for  the  District  of  ColumMa.  I  ask  the  pcip| 
mission  of  tbe  House  to.  withdraw  those  papert] 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
Senate. 

No  gbjection  was  made,  and  leave  waa  accord- 
ingly granted. 

PERSONAL  KXPLANATION. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  find  ip  the  proceediogs  of 
the  House  on  Monday,  at  a  point  of  time  just 
previous  to  taking  the  final  question  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricrardsohi]  that  I  am  represented 
•a  havii^  moved  to  lay  that  reaolution  upon  the 
table.    The  record  is  in  these  words: 

«Mr.  Wauia.    I  movatoltyttiatpropoaltlaanponlbe 


w  Tbe  SrsAJcaa.  The  Chstr  daddea  the  moiloD  la  ont 
of  Older." 

\  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  made  no  such  motion. 
I  was  not  within  the  bar  of  the  House  when 
that  motion  purports  to  hava  been  made;  and  if  I 
bad  been,  I  believe  I  am  the  last  man  upon  this 
floor  to  make  such  a  motion. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KAN8A9. 

Mr.  RIOfiARDSON.  I  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  queetion-  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  aecordini;Iy  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Olds  in'the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  rose 
on  yesterday,  it  had  under  consideration  House 
bill' (No.  336}  for  the  organization  of  the  Terri- 
tories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska;  and  upon  that 
bill  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  CHtraca- 
well]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL  said,  having  made  up 
his  mind  on  this  subject,  he  would  not  nave  risen 
to  address  the  committee  to-day  but  for  the  bold 
and  defiant  manner  in  which  one  of  his  colleagues 
had  invited  him  to  the  tournament. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  said  the  very 
principle  which  the  House  were  asked  to  acknowl- 
edge was  established  as  a  permanent  principle  by 
oar  fhthers  when  they  framed  the  Constitution  of 
ihe  country.  He  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Cvu.0M,  eaying  he  believed,  before  Heaven,  and 
he  should  be  a  coward  if  he  did  not  assert  it — he 
would  not  bea  Tennesseean  if  he  did  not  assert  it 
— that  Tenneasce  was  the  first  Slate,  after  the 
formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  came 
into  the  Union  with  a  slavery  clause  in  her  con- 
stitution. He  thought  that  the  honor  of  his  Slate 
would  have  been  better  defended  if  hia  colleague 


[Mr.  Cullom]  had  taken  this  side  of  tbe  question, 
and  come  up  in  aid  of  tbe  principle  ingrafted  in 
the  constitution  of  that  State,  namdv;  that  tbe 
people  hava  the  right  to  govern  themselves  in  their 
own  way,  and  Congress  has  no  right  to  interfere. 

When  the  South  has  an  opportunity  to  place 
herself  in  the  position  of  the  original  Ellates,  they 
find  four  or  six  southern  men  coming  up  with  Ab- 
olitionists and  Free-Soilera,  taking  a  stand  against 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  act  of  1890,  because, 
forsooth,  it  will  occasion  agitation  in  the  country, 
and  because,  forsooth,  it  has  been  in  existence'for 
thirty- four  long  yeara!  But,  during  that  period, 
under  this  geographical  expedient,  the  South  has 
hild  nothing  but  trouble  ana  turmoil,  growing  out 
of  the  attempt  to  establish  a  line  of  latitude,  in- 
stead of  the  principle  that  the  people  have  a  right 
to  govern  themselves. 

Mt.  DEAN  said  he  had  refrained  from  speak- 
ing on  this  bill  heretofore,  because  he  had  hopea 
that  it  never  would  be  brought  to  a  Vote.  He  had 
hoped  that  gentlemen  of  the  Sooth  would  see  its 
effect  upon  themselves,  and  that  the  membera  from 
the  Norili,  before  the  hour  had  arrived  for  decid- 
ing the  question,  would  hear  such  a  voice  from 
their  constituents  as  would  induce  them  to  oppose 
it.  He  felt  fortified  in  this  hope  when,  by  a  com- 
manding vote  of  Ihe  House,  the  bill  of  the  Senate 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on 
thettate  of  the  Union;  and  that,  too,  after  it  had 
been  announced  to  the  House  and  the  country 

Msuch  a  reference  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
t  of  the  measure. 
Representing,  as  he  did,  the  district  of  James 
Tallmadee,  the  mover  of  the  Missouri  restriction 
in  this  House,  and  the  district,  home,  and  bprial 
place  of  Smith  Thompson,  a  member  of  the  Cabi- 
net of  Mr.  Monroe,  who,  in  writing,  gave  his 
opinion'that  the  Missouri  compromise  was  con- 
stitutional, he  could  not  but  say  in  public  what 
he  had  always  said  in  private,  that  diis  was  a  bill 
to  be  denounced  rather  than  to  be  discussed. 

Having  adverted  to  the  important  public  busi- 
ness which  had  been  set  aside  to  bring  the  bill 
under  consideration  before  the  committee,  he  de- 
clared that  this  was  a  measure  to  be  resisted  by 
all  the  parliamentary  tactics  which  the  minority 
were  capable  of  using,  and  fbr  the  reason  that  no 
member  of  this  Congress  had  been  dected  for  the 

fiurpose  of  disturbing  this  Missouri  compromise, 
f  membera  had  been  elected  on  this  issue,  he 
would  have  yielded  to  the  will  of  the  majority, 
without  'anything  mora  than  a  silent  vote.  He 
proposed  that  they  now  abandon  this  bill, and  go 
on  with  the  ordinary  business  of  legislation,  and 
let*  the  people  elect  to  the  next  Congress  men  who 
would  be  competent  truly  to  represent  the  opin- 
ions of  their  constituency  on  this  question. 

He  denied  that  the  bill  contained  the  doctrine 
of  popular  sovereignty,  and  termed  it  a  double- 
fticed  bill.  He  contended  that  the  Missouri  eom- 
promfse  was  constitutional,  and  declared  that  the 
North  had  always  stood  up  for  it,  and  would  be 
willing  to  abide  by  it  to  the  end  of  time. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Mr.  Chairman,  a  stem 
sense  of  duty  to  myself  and  my  constituents  com- 
pels me  to  address  this  committee  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  some  of  the  reasons  which  control  my 
vote  upon  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. 

When  the  bill  was  firat  introduced  into  the  Sen- 
ate, and  before  I  had  examined  it,  supposing  it  con- 
tained theprinciples  which  its  friends  claimed  forit, 
I  was  preaiaposed  in  its  favor,  and  I  so  expressed 
rayselr  to  my  friends.  As  the  bill  be^n  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  country,  and  petition  after  peti* 
tion  against  its  passage  was  laid  upon  your  table; 
when  men  of  the  South  rose  in  their  places  in  this 
Hall  and  in  theSenate,  and  conjured  their  brethren 
to  maintain  in  its  integrity  the  faith  plighted  to  the 
North:  and  when  the  bill  had  assumnl  a  definite 
shape,  then,  air,  I  felt  the  urgent  necessity  of 
a  most  thorough  and  careful  examination  of  the 
bill.  I  made  it;  and  I  arose  with  the  conviction 
that  I  could  never  give  my  support  to  this  bill 
without  doing  violence  to  my  oatb  and  my  con- 
science. Sir,  I  believe  in  the  sanctity  of  compro- 
mises. I  believe  that  their  maintenance  in  all  their 
lenrth  and  breadth,  their  height  and  drath,  is  the 
only  conservator  of  the  union  of  these  ^les;  and 
believine:  thus,  lean  never  sanction,  by  my  vote, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  repeal  of  Ihe 
compromise  of  1890.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  com- 
promise measures  of  1850  aflirm  and  indorse  the 
compromise  of  1890;  that  tbey  do  not  dash  or 


interfere  with  o«e  aaetber;  and  the  man  or  men 
who  dare  assert  they  an  inoonsiatcnt,  libd  the 
God  men  of  those  trying  crises  that  gave  them 
birth,  and  the  avowal  of  such  sentimMtta  in  the 
campaign  of  18SS  would  have  committed  them  la 
the  rack  of  puUia  opinion  until  there  was  not  a 
whole  bone  left  in  their  bodies. 

This  bill  does  not  carry  out  the  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention, inasmuch  as  it  takes  from  the  people 
the  source  of  all  power,  the  right  to  choose  their 
own  officera,  and  makes  their  legislation  subject  to 
the  revision  and  veto-  of  the  mere  creature  of  the 
Federal  Executive.  1  bdieve,sir,in  the  language 
of  the  last  Baltimore  convention: 

"  Tbat  Conpeas  baa  no  power  ander  tbe  Conitiration  lo 
interfiete  with  or  control  tin  doBnade  insUtadona  of  Uie 
aeveral  States,  and  tbat  auch  Blalea  aretbeaoieand  proper 
jodaaa  at  everyitalaf  apparlaiaiag  to  ibelr  own  aSUia,  aol 
proUMled  by  die  ConaiituUon ;  that  all  efflMla  of  Ibe  AboU- 
lioniala  or  others  made  to  Induce  Concrasa  lo  inlerftre  with 

aneslions  of  slavery,  or  lo  lake  Incipient  steps  in  relailon 
■erelo,  are  cakubued  lo  lead  to  Ibe  moat  alarmlnc  and  dan- 
(arooa  eooseqasnce* :  and  ttiai  all  soeb  efibcu  have  aa  In- 
evitable tendency  lo  diminlab  tbe  bappioeaa  of  ibe  people 
and  endanger  Ibe  aubility  and  permanency  uf  iba  unioo, 
and  oggbl  ool  lo  be  counlenaneed  by  any  Mend  of  our  po- 
ntleallnstilutlaaa. 

•■  That  Ibe  fosegeiag  pnxioaiUoBoovatB,  and  waa  inleoded 
10  embrace,  die  whole  sobject  of  slavery  agitation  In  Con- 
gress :  and  tbanibre  the  Demociade  party  of  the  Union, 
standing  on  Ibia  natioaal  platform,  wUI  abide  by  and  adhere 
10  a  lUttiAil  exeeotioo  of  tbe  acts  known  aa  the  eompro- 
mile  measnres,  setded  by  Ibe  laal  iimmm,  ibe  ■  act  foe 
reclaiming  nuitlveafkomaeivice  or  labor '  ineloded:  which 
act,  being  deaigned  to  cany  ont  an  eipreaa  piovistonof  die 
Consdtation,  cannot  with  fidelity  thereto  be  repealed  or  so 
ehanied  aa  to  desDoy  or  Impair  its  'efleiency. 

"  That  Uio  Demoeradc  party  will  raaiat  all  atteapla  at  re- 
newing, In  Congreaa  or  out  of  it,  tbe  agitation  of  tbe  slavery 
question,  under  whauver  shape  or  color  the  attempt  may 
be  made." 

Elected  upon  that  platform,  pledged  to  resist 
agitation,  I  cannot  and  will  not  stultify  myself 
by  giving  this  bill  mv  vote.  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  /  do  not  oppose  Ms  6til 
because  it  is  an  Mministration  nuantre.  I  am  con- 
trolled by  higher,  holier,  and  loftier  motives.  I 
am  controlled  by  the  oath  I  took  before  entering 
on  my  duties,  and  the  dictates  of  my  conscience. 
These,  sir,  ore  influsnces  before  which  Presi- 
dents sink  into  insignificance.  Cabinets  become  as 
nothing,  and  the  insane  ambition  of  presidential 
aspirants  dwindles  into  besotted  idiocy^  Sir,  did 
I  believe  this  measura  right;  did  I  believe  this 
bill  would  give  lasting  peace  to  the  country;  did 
I  believe  that  it  carried  out  the  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention and  the rightof  self-government;  that 
the  repeal  of  ^e  Missouri  compromise  was  not 
^fflrmativt  intervention,  Ugdixing  and  kgidatinif 
slavery  into  territory  now  bee,  before  Qod,  who 
is  my  judge,  I  would  vote  (or  it.  I  would  give  it 
a  most  cordial  and  hearty  support.  The  threats 
of  political  death  could  not  intimidate  me.  The 
firowns  of  my  constituents  would  not  awe  me. 
The  fact  of  its  bdng  an  Administration  measure 
would  not  swerve  me  from  mv  duty.  If  rieht,  I 
would  support  it,  although  fifty  recreant  Presi- 
dents, and  as  many imbecde  Cabinets,  stood  at  its 
l>ack.  If  my  conscience  approved  it,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  immortaljackson, "  noearthly  power 
could  drive  roe  from  my  position;"  for  t  believe  I 
would  be  standing  upon  the  immutable  principles 
of  justice. 

Sir,  I  camejnto  political  life  upon  the  compro- 
mises of  1850.^  I  supported  them  as  a  measure  of 
adjustment  between  the  North  and  the  South — 
foremost  and  ever,  early  and  late,  in  good  repute 
and  bad  repute,  in  prosperity  and  adveiVity,  1 
have  upheld  the  compromise  measures  of  1850.  I 
have  prodaimed  their  sanctity;  I  venerate  them 
as  the  savior  of  our  country  from  an  impending 
and  awful  ruin;  and  with  the  some  feelings,  actu- 
ated by  4he  same  motives,  helieving  in  the  saving 
e^cacy  and  bindin^force  of  the  compromise  of 
1890,  I  will  uphold  it  so  long  aa  God  givss  me 
strength;  and  if  fall  I  must,  I  wish  no  more  glo- 
rious fate  thim  to  gd  down  in  defense  of  the  com- 
promises of  tha  Constitution,  upon  which  this 
Union  is  based,  and  without  which  this  Union  can- 
not exist.    Such  a  Ihte,  sir,  I  court. 

Mr.  BENSON.  As  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Maine,  whose  admiasion 
into  the  Union  is  and  forever  must  be  associated 
in  history  with  the  enactment  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  and  whose  people  are  strongly  at- 
tached to  that  safeguard  of  freedom,  and  coming 
from  a  district  more  thoroughly  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  slavery  than  any  other  m  my  State, 
I  have  felt  it  to  b«  my  duty  to  my  constituents 


Digitiz*!  by 


"Google 


1980 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May 


y9. 


to  present  their  views,  as  expr^sd  in  primary 
mceiings,  public  assemblies,  and  in  remonstrances 
which  nave  been  presented  to  this  House,  against 
theposaafie  of  the  measure  now  under  considera- 
tion— a  measure  which,  in  my  judgment,  was 
uncalled  for  by  the  slave  Stales,  which  is  unjust  to 
the  free  States,  and  which  must  be  injurious,  to 
the  nation.  / 

For  this  purpose,  as  you  are  aware,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, 1  have  sought  frequently  to  obtain  the  floor, 
but  without  success.  My  heaflh  to-day  is  not  sufli- 
cienlly  good  t»  enable  me  now  to  say  what  I  would 
like  to  say  on  this  subject.  I  can  do  neither  ihe 
subject  nor  myself  justice.  And  I  therefore  pro- 
pose to  take  the  course  which  many  other  gentle- 
men have  pursued,  and  to  avail  myself  of  the 
press,  if  I  see  fit  so  to  do,  to  communicate  my 
sentiments  to  those  who  are  interesud  to  know 
what  they  are.  If  I  desire  to  do  so,  I  shall  take  it 
for  granted  that  1  will  be  permitted  to  print  what 
1  have  to  say. 

Mr.  WALSH  took  the  floor. 

Several  MsMSERi.  Come  up  the  aisle,  where 
we  can  hear  you. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  do  not  desire,  Mr.  Chaiis 
man,  to  leave  my  seat,  as  a  good  many  gentlemen 
have  done,  and  taken  their  position  up  the  aisle, 
thereby  promisine  a  good  deal,  and  not  perform- 
ing very  much.  [Laughter.]  1  do  not  wish  to  raise 
ezpeclations  too  high. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
if  I  had  consulted  my  own  desire,  1  should  havecon- 
tented  myself  with  a  silent  vote  on  this  question. 
And  it  is  only  now,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
and  requests  of  other  gentlemen,  that  I  have  con- 
sented to  say  a  few  words.  I  am,  however,  backed 
up  and  strengthened  in  doing  so  by  the  fact  that 
some  of  my  colleagues  from  New  York  have  also 
availed  themselves  of  the  same  opportunity. 

Sir,  1  do  not  need  to  stand  here  and  make  any 
ipeechinvindicationof  my  course.  Thatis  known, 
not  only  to  the  people  of  my  district,  but  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  whole  country.  I  have  not  been  a  man 
of  idle  end  empty  professions;  I  have  been  one 
of  performances;  and  every  act  of  my  life  has 
proved  the  sincerity  of  my  motives.  Wnen  I  was 
.  elected  to  represent  my  district  in  Congress,  I  was 
asked  for  no  pledges — no  pledges  but  my  past  life 
and  my  present  conduct.  The  people  of  my  dis- 
trict knew  me,  and  I  believe  they  knew  the  worst 
aide  of  me  before  they  learned  the  other.  [Laugh- 
terj 

This  bill,  designed  to  give  organic  law  to  the 
people  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  has  been  so  thor- 
oughly discussed,  that  it  would  be  presumptuous 
on  my  part  to  undertake  to  throw  any  new  light 
upon  it,  or  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  meas- 
ure, which  seems  to  form  a  great  and  leading  ob- 
•tacle  to  cerlaiii  Democrats  in  this  House. 

It  was  discussed  thoroughly  and  ably  by  those 
on  the  side  of  the  question  upon  which  I  stand — 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  weeks  and  weeks, 
if  not  months  ago;  and  I  will  not  attempt  to  trav- 
erse the  ground  over  again,  for  the  purpose  of 
■peaking  for  my  constituents.  Whenever  1  speak 
for  them,  I  speak  to  them.  I  never  write  out 
speeches.  I  never  correct  one;  and  I  never  care  a 
■tiaw  what  becomes  of  them  after  they  have  been 
made. 

Sir,  the  history  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  I 
ahall,  as  I  said  before,  not  attempt  to  discuss.  I 
care  not  what  proud  arra^  or  names  may  be 
now  brought  forward  to  give  sancfiiy  to,  or  to 
perpeAate  its  existence.  It  js  enough  for  me  to 
know  that  its  enactment  was  a  violation ,  and  a 

fross  one,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
f  it  were  a  compromise  at  all,  it  was  a  compro- 
mise of  that  glorious  instrument. 

Sir,  the  constitutional  conf^niion  was  the  place 
for  compromises.  It  was  at  once  the  birth-place 
and  the  grave  of  all  compromises.  Sir,  the  Federal 
Constitution  is  the  organic  laair  of  this  land.  It  is 
a  solemn  compact  between  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  several  States,  under  which  the  rel- 
ative powers  of  each  are  properly  guarded;  and 
no  Congress,  no  thousand  Congresses,  no  tacit, 
cowardly  assent  upon  the  part  of  any  one,  can 
make  a  violation  of  its  humblest  provision  binding 
upon  posterity. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  opponents  of  this 
bill  is  well  known  to  every  man  throughout  the 
land.  The  hurried  and  imperious  manner  in 
which  it  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
voder  the  spur  of  the  previous  question,  without 


an  opportunity  of  saying  one  word  in  reply — 
without  the  opportunity  of  asking  a  single  ques- 
tion— is  well  known.  When  that  act  was  done, 
then  came  the  exultation  of  all  the  Federalists  and 
Abolitionists,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  over  the  supposed  death  of  the  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  bill. 

What  a  change  came  over  the  spirit  of  those  gen- 
tlemen, when  tney  saw  that  bill  quietly,  without 
any  ostentation,  without  any  underhanded,  sneak- 
ing, or  unmanly  advantage,  rescued  from  the  obliv- 
ion to  which  they  thought  to  have  eflectually  con- 
signed it!  What  their  consternation  when  they 
heard  a  notice  given  here  by  a  gentleman  who  had 
the  matur  in  charge,  that  on  a  certain  day  'he 
would  move  to  take  it  up;  and  then  heard  him 
state  the  purpose  of  the  motion  which  he  would 
make ! 

What  then  was  the  course  of  the  opponents  of 
this  bill  after  it  was  extricated  I  Here  we  sat  up 
for  thirty-six  hours  in  a  parliamentary  contest 
unprecedented  almost  in  our  legislative  history. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  the  physical  endurance 
of  that  contest  may  have  been  a  very  great  trial 
to  some  gentlemen,  but  to  one  who  had  gone 
through  the  drilling  which  I  have,  it  was  a  source 
of  infinite  amusement.  [Laughter.]  Sir,  thirty- 
six  hours  to  a  person  who  had  Nlept  in  engine  bunk 
houses,  and  gone  through  the  "coffee  and  cake 
shop"  teat,  seeing  who  could  set  up  the  lates*and 
the  longest,  it  was  a  matter  of  refreshing  amuse- 
ment; while  I  saw  those  who  were  the  loudes^ud 
most  determined  to  sit  it  out,  sti-etched  outJiEd 
covered  up  with  cloaks  and  shawls.    [Laughter.] 

Now,  sir,  the  whole  of  that  scene  was  grossly 
misrepresented,  as  every  thing '  upon  this  side  of 
the  question  has  been.  As  a  single  illustration  of 
the  gross  perversion  which  has  taken  place  with 
regard  to  it,  I  will  simply  refer  to  an  account  of  a 
little  night  scene  which  took  place  between  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  EoHiiNDaoN]  and 
thegenileman from  Oiiio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  which 
reminded  roe  very  forcibly  of  a  model  artist  estab- 
lishment in  Canal  street,  where  men  work  in  a 
stable  during  the  day  and  represent  the  gods  at 
night.  The  one  is  represented  by  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  as  rushing  down  upon  the  other  armed 
to  the  teeth,  like  Sampson  slaying  the  Philistines. 
Why,  sir,  so  far  from  carrying  a  knife  or  pistol, 
he  never  carried  a  tailor's  bodkin.  The  other  is 
represented  as  standing  with  his  arms  thrown 
behind  him  in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  Ajax 
defying  the  lightning.     [Great  laughter..] 

Now,  sir,  irom  the  commencement  of  this  dis- 
cussion, what  were  the  appeals  that  were  made  to 
gentlemen  upon  our  side  of  the  question  ?  Were 
they  such  as  should  be  made  by  one  honorable 
man  to  another;  or  were  they  the  appeals  made 
to  a  craven  dog.'  Appeals  to  the  fears  of  gentle- 
men? And  we liave  heard  about  the  trumpet-voice 
of  the  people.  The  people !  1  happen  to  know 
something  about  Ihe  people;  not  the  people  who 
have  learned  their  politics  in  liveried  carriages,  nor 
in  their  furnished  parlors;  but,  air,  I  happen  to 
know  something  about  the  people  of  this  land  in 
the  position  of  cabin  boy, and  of  deck  hand  upon 
the  Adississippi,  of  fireman,  working  bareheaded 
and  barefooted.  I  am  in  the  position  of  a  man 
who  never  had  a  dollar  from  the  earnings  of  any 
human  being  but  myself.  l,8ir,cannotbeaccused 
of  pandering  toarrogance.  I,  sir,  cannot  be  justly 
accused  of  pandering  to  the  slave  power.  1  have 
never  three  times  in  my  life  known  what  it  was 
to  be  worth  two  hundred  dollars.  I  have  always 
been  the  employee,  and  never  the  employer.  Sir, 
1  am  no  lover  of  oppression.  I  am  no  lover 
of  wrong,  I  never  oppressed  any  human  being 
upon  eartli.  No  man,  woman,  or  child  on  the 
face  of  God's  broad  earth  ever  can  point  to  me  as 
the  author  of  their  wrong.  Sir,  from  whence  come 
these  trumpet-rones  of  the  people  of  which  gentle- 
men speik  .'  Trumpet-tones  !  They  would  be  far 
bettet.  characterized  as  penny-whiatle  screeches. 
[Laughter.]  1  know  the  men  who  have  figured  in 
these  meetings  at  the  North.  I  knew  them  when 
they  exhibiira  the  same  hostility  to  theannezstion 
of  Texas.  Others,  who  have  known  them  longer 
than  I  have,  have  known  them  in  their  opposition 
to  every  single  solitary  stride  that  the  Democratic 
party  has  made  in  its  onward  march;  every  eflbrt 
It  has  made  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  glory  of 
this  noble  country;  other  men  have  known  them 
in  their  inveterate  opposition  to  every  square  inch 
Iff  eifff  ipf  territory  which  has  been  added  to  the 


Republic  since  the  formation  of  the  Government. 
And .  sir,  thiappposition  now  comes  from  thesame 
source.  lufanes  from  men  whose  object  is  to  rev- 
olutionize th^and.  I  know  them — a  set  of  peanut 
agitators  and  Peter  Funk  philanthropists.  Revo- 
lutionize! Why,  ten  thousand  of  them  could  not 
revolutionize  <  barber's  shop  or  an  Ayster  box. 
[Loud  and  prolonged  laughter.]  Now,  gentlemen, 
this  is  no  subject  of  laughter.  [Renewed  laugb- 
ter.l 

Wherever  you  hear  of  meetings  called  irrespect- 
ive of  party,  it  simply  means  a  congregation  ofaU 
the  factions  and  fag-ends  of  faction  throughout  the 
land,  who  hate  and  detest  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  That  is  the  whole  sum  and  substance 
of  it.  Sir,  an  appeal  to  any  gentleman's  fears  is 
an  argument  far  more  worthy  of  a  inock  auction 
shop  and  its  denizens,  than  men  who  are  renrey 
senting  constituencies  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  For  one,  I  -am  free  to  confess  that  I 
am  ready  to  declare  that,  whenever  my  constituenia 
feel  disposed  to  change  their  Representative,  and 
look  around  for  one  more  in  accordance  with  their 
views',  I  shall  feel — particularly  if  it  should  be  on 
a  question  like  this — that  1  have  cut  loose  from  a 
degenerate  set  of  individuals,  and  that  it  is  a  sigM 
they  have  sadly  backslided  during  my  absei^ce. 
[Great  laughter.]  The  duty  of  a  man,  no  matter 
bow  humble,  no  matter  how  elevated  thejimition 
to  which  he  has  been  advanced,  is  to  perform  the 
requirements  of  that  position  to  the  utmost  of  hi» 
ability,  and  in  strict  keeping  with  the  promptings 
of  an  honest  conscience;  to  do  it  utterly, and  con- 
temptuously disregardful  of  any  efllect  it  may 
exercise  on  .his  owji  immediate  or  prespecliva 
destiny. 

It  has,  it  is  true,  been,  and  I  regret  to  say  it, 
Hhe  misfortune  o^he  Democratic  paKy  to  nave 
nursed  the  reputation  of  men  who  were  aa  honor 
to  it  while  they  remained  with  it.  It  has  been 
the  misfortune  of  the  Democratic  party  to  have 
given  the  jewel  of  its  affection  to  men  who  have 
subsequently,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  their 
ownunjustmaliceand  disappointed  ambition,  used 
it  to  the  disadvantage  of  that  party  whose  only 
crimp  had  been  tha^  of  having  been  too  mnnin- 
cently  bountiful  towards  them.  But,  sir,  let  th» 
record  of  all  history  tell  those  gentlemen  that  th* 
Democratic  party  can  strike  down  effectually  and 
forever  any  man,  or  any  number  of  men,  no  mat- 
ter what  their  elevation,  no  matter  what  halo  may 
hang  around  their  namra,  who  turn  recreant  to 
it,  and  form  coalitions  with  its  enemy  in  its  hour 
of  peril  and  trial. 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  charge  which  has  been 
made  here  is,  that  every  man  who  came  up  to  the 
support  of  a  measure  which  is  baaed  on  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
the  principle  which  stood  forth  at  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution  with  those  who  advocated  it, 
had  to  encounter  the  same  opposition  to  the  dif- 
fusion of  power  among  the  people. 

But,  sir,  in  those  days  there  were  no  political 
cowards.  The  Federalists  of  that  day,  erroneous 
as  may  have  been  their  principles,  disdained  con- 
cealment. They  were  men  of. high  and  lofty 
daring — men  who  disdained  to  sail  under  cover  of 
a  pretext  into  any  triumph.  Sir,  there  were  too 
many  men  in  that  day,  tnankGod  !  whnse  ampu- 
tated limbs  and  war-scarred  bodies  bore  testimony 
to  the  part  which  they  had  taken  in  that  long, 
dreary,  and  despsrate  struggle  of  the  oppressed 
against  the  oppressors;  there  were  too  many  wid- 
ows and  orphans,  whose  protectors  had  been  alain 
in  that  fearful  struegle,  and  too  many  uoburied 
patriot's  bones  still  bleaching  upon  our  battle- 
fields, to  permit  of  their  succeeding  in  their  nsfa- 
tious  purposes.  At  every  stsge  of  our  progresst 
we  have  met  the  same  opposition.  We  have  met 
it  under  other  pretexts  and  in  other  forms,  but 
with  the  same  intention.  Sir,  when  gentlemen  say 
that  the  Administration  controls  ths  votes  of  gen- 
tlemen who  stand  by  the  principles  of  their  «rnola 
lives  in  sustaining  this  measure,  1  would  ask  thea 
to  look  at  the  records  of  each.  It  comes  with  a 
bad  and  miserable  gr&ce/rom  men  the  records  of 
whose  whole  lives,  from  their  cradles  to  the  pre*- 
ent  hour,  has  been  one  unbroken  exhibition  of 
selfishness  and  toadyism,  to  attempt  to  aceiu* 
other  men  of  it  who  havrnever  ystbeea  guilty  of 
a  mean  or  dishonorable  action. 

Sir,  I  have  been  worse  treated  br  this  Adrain- 
islration  than  any  man  upon  this  floor.  All  my 
ttiact^t  I)^T«  bsan  worse  UssM-    There  ia  not » 
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■inglp,  solitary  friend  of  mine  who  has  not  been 
ostracized  by  the  present  Administration.  But  if 
other  gentleratfi  can  afford  to  gnilify  their  hostiliit 
towards  the  Administration  by  striking  through 
the  sacred  and  venerated  principles  of  ifae  Demo- 
cratic party,  I,  for  one,  have  not  the  courage,  or 
perhaps  I  ought  to  say,  the  baseness,  to  follow 
them.  '  It  seems  to  me  like  firing  the  magazine  of 
a  ship  which  contains  some  five  Kundrra  men — 
many  among  them  being  your  nearest  and  dearest 
friends — ^for  the  purpose  of  reaching  its  com- 
'  mander,  to  whom  you  are  opposed.  I  will  follow 
no  such  example.  Tht;  position  that  I  now  oc- 
cupy is  the  position  that  I  have  always  occupied — 
it  is  the  position  that  every  man  claiming  to  rep- 
resent the  national  Democracy  affected  to  be  m 
favor  of  at  the 'commencement  of  this  session, 
when  Mr.  Douglas's  bill  was  first  introduced.  I 
recollect,  very  distinctly,  that  we  talked  over  the 
inatter,and  decided  to  oiler  an  amendment  to  that 
bill  in  its  then  shape,  repealing,  in  emphatic  and 
direct  terms,  the  Missouri  compromise.     If  any 

fentleman  entertained  a  different  sentiment,  he 
id  not  express  it  upon  that  occasion.  I  stand, 
sir,  now  where  I  stood  in  1848,  when  1  traversed 
almost  every  county,  of  my  State,  and  other 
States  too,  to  sustain  the  principle  of  self-govc^m- 
menl,  as  set  forth  in  the  Nicholson  letter,  which 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks] 
yesterday  sadly  misquoted  by  stating  that  it  re- 
ferred exclusively  to  territory  thereafter  to  be 
acquired.  It  meant  all  territory,  and  it  was  writ- 
'ten  long  before  California  was  admitted — long 
before  we  knew  upon  what  terms  it  would  be 
received. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  read  a  passage  from  the  letter  referred  to,  if 
I  will  hand  it  to  him? 

Mr.  WALSH .    With  the  utmost  pleasure. 

"  To  apply  Ihem  to  new  Territories  la  be  scquired  would 
scarcely  affect  Uicirlraiiquilliiy." 

Our  tranquillity  has  always  been,  and  always 
will  be  sffected,  as  long  as  there  are  soy  traitors 
•mong  us.     [Laughter.] 

"  BrieSy  I  am  nppiwed  to  lli«  exercise  of  any  JoriMlie- 
linn  by  CongreM  over  Uii.  matter, and f  amis  flivor of  ieav- 
inf  to  the  pt!9ple  of  any  Territory  whlcti  may  be  acquired 
hereafter,  ilie  right  to  rcgnUii!  It  I'nr  themselves  under  the 
geatsfal  principles  of  the  Conslliution.>> 

This  does  not  conflict  with  what  I  have  been 
.  aaying.  My  friend  who  banded  me  that  paper, 
•aid~yesterday  that  he  had  not  had  the  advantages 
of  education  which  other  gentlemen  had  received. 
I  think  he  is  better  off  in  that  respect  than  I  am; 
for  I  never  attended  school  But  three  quarters, 
and  then  I  believe  I  got  turned  out  once  or  twice. 
[Laughter.]  A  man  can  be  a  man  of  education 
-without  being  drilled  through  college.  It' is  far 
better  to  know  the  men  among  whom  one  lives, 
than  to  know  of  men  who  have  been  dead  three 
thousand  years.  If  I  am  deficient  in  classical  lore, 
I  am  pretty  well  booked  up  in  the  rascality  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  [Laughter.]  It  makes  no 
dads  how  a  man  gets  up  to  the  roof  of  a  house, 
whether  he  climbs  by  a  ladder  or  goes  up  some 
other  way.  I  would  not  barter  away  all  the 
practical  knowledge  I  have  received  in  lumber  and 
ahip-yards  for  all  the  Latin  that  was  ever  spoken 
in  ancient  Rome,  I  had  rather  speak  sense  in  one 
plain  and  expressive  language,  than  speak  non- 
sense in  fifty.  [Laughter.]  Mr.  Chairman,  how 
much  time  have  I  left,  as  that  appears  to  be  the 
■landing  question?  [Laughter.] 
The  CHAIRMAN.  Half  an  hour. 
Mr.  WALSH.  I  will  commence  somewhere 
aeain.  [Laughter.]  My  friend  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Dean]  pledged  his  friends,  in  the  early  part 
of  this  session,  to  support  this  bill.  I  never 
pledge  anyt^iing  except  I  redeem  it,  Aslsai^, 
before,  the  principle  of  this  bill  is  the  recognition^ 
of  the  ability  of  the  people  for  self  government. 
If  that  principle  is  false,  if  it  is  erroneous,  then 
the  whole  theory  of  our  Government  is  a  lie;  and 
then  the  great  men  of  the  Revolution,  whom  and 
whose  memory  we  have  been  taught  from  our 
earliest  childhood  to  regard  with  veneration,  have 
been  simply  but  idle,  visionary,  and  impracticable 
dreanters.    The  Federal  party  have  always  been 

afraid  of  the  people;  and  I  regret  to  say  that  they 
have  always  found  a  sufficient  number  of  slippery 

Allies  in  the  Oemnnratic  party,  or  rather  upon  its 

•outskirts,  to  f ct  with  them. 

I  stand  hereupod  the  same  ground— and  I  trust 

tfliat  the  gentlemen  itUcted  upon  the  aanw  groiiod* 


I  was  will  listen  to  what  I  say — upon  which  we 
stood  at  the  commencement  of  thesession.  I  stand 
where  the  national  Democracy  of*  New  York, 
and  a  great  many  of  those  with  whom  we  differ, 
stand.  I  stand  where  stood  that  noble-hearted, 
lofty,  and  self-sacrificing  patriot,  to  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Millbr]  paid  such 
a  just  and  magnanimous  tribute  yesterday.  I 
stand  where  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  stands. 

One  of  my  Buffalo  colleagues,  [Mr.  Matte- 
son,]  at  the  early  part  of  our  New  York  contro- 
versy— since  then  there  has  been  a.Jiind  of  fusion, 
snd  I  do  not  know  where  to  hunt  hiro  up  now — 
stated  that  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  had  been  offered 
the  collectorship  of  the  port  of  New  York  as  an 
evidence  of  the  desire  of  the  Administration  to  do 
justice  to  the  national  Democracy;  and  he  ex- 
pressed his  great  surprise  that  he  had  not  at  once 
availed  himself  of  the  offer,  with  hundreds  of 
offices  at  bis  disposal.  Sir,  t  was  in  Washington 
when  Daniel  S.  Dickinsonwas  appointed.  I  was 
in  Washington  when  the  arch-intriguers  of  the 
Cabiiwt  suggested  that  little  piece  of  pettifogging 
artifice.  I  was  in  Washington  at  the  time;  and 
when  I  was  urged  to  telegraph  Mr.  Dickinson, 
and  request  him  to  accept  the  office,  I  said  that 
I  would  rather  telegraph  him  to  hang  himself. 
[Laughter.]  The  idea  of  making  a  tide-waiter  of 
n  man  wKo  had  refused  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  to  attest  his  sincerity  and  devotion 
to  his  friends !  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  and  all  those 
who  claim  to  belong  to  the  Hards  of  New  York, 
have  been  sneered  at  repeatedly  on  this  floor  during 
the  early  part  of  the  session.  And  when  this 
Administration  came  into  power — wtien  we  were 
all  supposed  to  be  standing  on  the  Baltimore  plat- 
form— a  portion  of  the  Democracy  of  New  York, 
who  were  false  towards  theprinciples  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  concentrated  their  spite  on  him,  and 
asked  that  his  head  should  be  brought  to  them, 
like  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist,  on  a  salver, 
that  they  might  exhibit  their  hostility  to  him  for 
his  devotion  to  the  Constitution. 

But,  sir,  if  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  lives,  and  if  a 
sturdy,  well-knit  frame,  a  sound  and  vigorous  con- 
stitution, a  conscience  which  can  look  back  in 
proud  and  serene  approval  on  every  act  of  his 
glorious  and  eventful  life;  if  the  prayers  of  the 
true-hearted,  the  virtuous,  and  the  patriotic,  and 
the  bitter,  inexorable  hatred  of  the  vile,  the  venal, 
and  the  perfi3ious,  can  prolong  a  good  man's  life, 
he  has,  thank  Heaven,  a  good  square  quarter  of 
a  .century  yet  to  devote  to  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  for  which  he  has  already  made  such 
gigantic  sacrifices,  and  to  which  he  has  rendered 
such  numerous  and  inestimable  se^ice.'i — he  will 
have  his  rew&rd.  Yes,  sir,  if  Daniel  S.  Dickinson 
lives,  he  will  yet  receive  the  acknowledgments, 
and,  1  trust,  also,  the  reward  which  a  grateful 
and  generous  people — when  not  thwarted  in  their 
wishes,  as  has  been,  I  regret  to  say,  too  ofi^n 
latterly  the  case,  by  intriguing  and  mercenary 
demagogues — rarely  fail  to  bestow,  ultimately,  on 
their  able,  devoted,  and  disinterested  benefactors. 
And  when,  sir,  at  length  he  shall  be  called  from 
among  us;  when  all  that  is  mortal  of  him  shall  be 
returned  to  the  mother  earth;  and  when  the  bright 
green  grass  shall  bloom,  in  its  freshest  verdure, 
on  the  moist  Nod  which  rests  lightly  upon  his  bold , 
manly,  and  patriotic  breast,  the  record  of  his  gal- 
lant deeds,  and  of  his  noble,  fearless,  and  spdtfess 
life,  shall  shine  iforth  as  a  brilliant  beacon  to  en- 
courage and  cheer  the  sinking  hopes,  and  to  rein- 
vigorate  the  faltering  steps  of  future  travelers, 
whose  instincts  may  perhaps  have  taught  them  to 
be  equally  true,  equally  faithful,  and  equally  patri- 
otic, but  whose  hearts  shrank  back  and  trembled 
at  the  dark  and  dreary  ordeal  through  which  they 
roust  successfully  pass  ere  they  are  permitted  to 
reach  the  cherishea  objects  of  their  fondest  hopes. 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson  affords  a  bright  and  bril- 
liant contrast  to  the  time  serving  and  timid  course 
of  many  other  public  men,  Daniel  S.  Dickinson 
stands  before  the  American  people  as  an  honor  to 
any  age,  as  an  honor  to  any  party;  and  when  I 
can  have  the  indorsement  of  such  a  man  for  the 
measure  now  before  this  House,  I  feel  no  fear  in 
following  his  honest  and  patriotic  example. 

Sir,  I  felt  as  much  disappointment,  as  ranch  in- 
dignation as  an^  of  my  colleagues  could,  at  the 
ostracism  to  which  we  were  subjected  when  (his 
Administration  came  into  powf^.,  \  w>a;  reading  a 
little  extract  this  morning  in  a  newspaper  from  aq 
English  writer,  wherein  h(>  (teacribsaa  poor,  Ti^Mfr 


ous  girl,  shivering  and  famishing  upon  the  step* 
ofa  Magdalen  asylum,  into  which  she  was  refused 
admittance  upon  the  ground  of  not  being  qualified. 
So  when  I  passed  the  White  House  last  spring,  I 
felt  that  I  was  excluded  from  the  favor  of  its  in- 
roatea  because  I  had  not  first  passed  through  all 
the  degraded  and  debased  stages  of  political  pros- 
titution.    [Laughter,] 

iSir,  QoUlsmith,  in  one  of  his  admirable  essays, 
makes  a  Chinaman  say  to  an  Englishman,  that 
<•  you  punish  vice,  but  we  do  more.  We  reward 
virtue,"  The  present  Administration,  at  least  in 
the  earlier  stages  of  its  power,  seems  to  have  re- 
pudiated  both  of  these  maxims  by  bestowing  ita 
blandest  smiles  and  richest  favors  upon  men  who 
had  rendered  themselves  eminently  conspicuous, 
and  infamously  conspicuous,  aa  traitors  to  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  Union.    I  ask  no  favor 

f  the  Administration.  No  relative  of  mine  ever 
held  a  public  office;  and  1  would  rather  follow 
every  relative  of  mine  to  the  grave  than  to  see 
him  receive  a  fator  at  the  bands  of  the  Admiois-' 
traiion.  Sir,  the  Administration  is  only  a  thing  for 
a  day.  It  has  an  existence  thai  is  to  continue  two 
years  and  ten  months  only.  But  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party  are  as  immutableas  the  laws 
that  govern  the  universe  itself,  and  I  trust  they 
may  prove  aa  enduring,  Mr,  Chairman,  I  believa 
if  it  bad  nut  been  for  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Administration  when  it  came  into  power,  they 
would  not  have  found  the  Democratic  majority  of 
eighty-odd  in  ttiis  Hall  scattered  and  divided  upon 
one  of  iu  leading  measures. 

Sir,  there  are  two  or  three  men  in  the  Cabinet 
who  are  looked  upon  with  more  favor  by  some  of 
my  colleagues  than  they  have  been  looked  on  by 
me.  I  have  not  crossed  the  threshold  of  the 
President's  domain  since  I  have  been  in  Wash- 
ington. You  may  search  the  records  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Private  Secretary,  and  you  may  also  search 
the  records  of  every  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  you  will  not  find  a  single  solitary  recom- 
mendation for  office  coming  from  me;  for  I  ex- 
pected nothing  different  from  what  has  occurred.  ' 
Whenever  1  see  the  great  men  of  the  nation 
elbowed  out  of  the  way  to  make  room  for  others, 
who,  no  matter  how  good  they  may  be,  have  not 
made  their  impress  upon  the  history  of  the  court- 
try,  I  can  always  see  a  bargain  behind  which 
does  not  appear  upon  its  face. 

No,  sir,  1  have  not  been  deceived.  But  I  would 
say  to  lbs  intriguers  of  this  Administration — and 
I  do  not  characterize  them  all  as  such ;  on  the  con- 
trary, there  are  men  in  the  Cabinet  who  would 
do  honor  to  any  stage  of  our  nation's  hfctory — o 
but  let  me  say  to  the  intriguers,  who  look  out  of 
the  northern  window  of  that  room  where  so  many 
treacherous  and  contradictory  schemes-have  been 
devised,  upon  the  equestrian  statue  of  that  immor- 
tal hero  whose  iron  nerves,  resistless  will,  and 
changeless  purpose,  invariably  triumphed  when- 
ever and  wherever  the  Constitution  of  his  country 
and  the  great  cardinal  principles  of  his  party  were 
eithef'  assailed  or  threatened.  Let  them  look 
there,  and  blush  with  shame  at  their  faithless  vacil- 
lation. Let  them  look  nearer,  within  the  inclos- 
ure,  and  under  the  very  windows  of  the  White 
House,  upon  the  stern  figure  of  the  illustrious 
father  of  Democracy,  the  inspired  author  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  recoil  abashed  at 
their  own  gross  departure  from  the  pure  patriotic 
principles  to  which  he  so  fearlessly  and  unswerv- 
ingly adhered.  Let  them  look  to  the  South,  upon 
the  waters  of  the  Pptomac — that  classic  stream,  hal- 
lowed by  BO  many  recollections  of  the  past;  that 
stream  whose  waves  wash  the  shore  where  rest  the 
sacred  aahesoftheFatherofhis country,  Letthera 
gaze  upon  the  lofty  column  now  rising  to  perpetuate 
his  memories;  then  let  them  look  up  into  the  broad, 
blue  canopy  of  heaven,  wherein  is  mirrored  that 
purity,  that  nobleness  of  characf^r  to  which  man 
should  aspire — and  while  thus  engaged  In  this  sim- 
ple dutjr,  let  them  pause  and  determine  whether 
these  circumstances,  whether  circumstances  so 
eminently  calculated  lo  inspire  nobler  sentiments, 
will  not  at  least  awaken  them  to  a  consciousness 
of  their  own  selfish  and  disreputable  intriguing. 
Let  them  then  remember  that  to  their  temporary 
keeping  is  now  confided  the  destinies  of  the  same 
great,  glorious,  and  promising  Union,  at  the  head 
^Cwhich, at  three  several  and  equally  eventful  pe- 
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and  griATioaatjr  oatnif  ed  humanity  in  this  sadly 
ni4gov«rn«d  world.  Lat  them  deterfflina,at  once 
to  uaa  tha  larKcly  increaied  maana  placad  at  their 
disposal  in  seeking  the  fbrgiveneas  of  an  insulted 
peoplsi  by  employing  those  means  in  elerating  the 
social  ana  political  morels  of  the  Union,  in  dmus- 
in;,  by  wise  and  happy  exampit,  and  by  all  other 
means  which  a  great  and  proaperona  people  may 
Icgitimatdy  employ,  the  beneCtsof  our  own  dem- 
ocratic institutiojis  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Then,  sir,  and  not  until  then,  I  solemnly  assure 
you,  may  they,  in  my  belief,  ever  hope  to  even 
pactiaUy  reeaut  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
masses  of  the  people,  who  believe  that  they  have 
been  grossly  outraged,  if  not  shamelessly  be- 
trayed. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  what  dropped  from 
the  gentleman  fh>m  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wcnt- 
worth]  laat  night,  and  to  others  who  have  been 
overfiowlng  with  sympathy  for  the  southern 
slaves,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween the  negro  slave  of  the  South,  and  the  white 
wages  slave  of  the  North,  is,  that  the  one  has 
a  master  without  asking  for  him,  and  the  other 
has  to  beg  for  the  privilege  of  becoming  a  slave. 
[Great  laughter.]  The  one  is  the  slave'  of  an  in- 
dividual; tne  other  is  the  slave  of  an  inexorable 
ctoss.  Aflerthe  latter  has  added,  by  his  labor  and 
his  toil,  wealth  to  the  community  in  which  he  has 
lived,  he  is  turned  adrift  without  any,  among  all 
the  difftrent  employers  that  he  has  had,  to  give 
him  a  mouthftil  of  victuals  or  a  night's  lodgmg. 
I  would  ask  the  particular  advocates  of  Abolition 
upon  this  floor,  to  point  me  to  one  single  solitary 
degradation  heaped,  on  the  negro  of  the  South 
that  a  white  man  at  the  North  is  not  liable  to  have 
imposed  on  him  for  the  time  being  through  pov- 
ertyf  Last  night  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts said,  as  I  noted'it  down  at  the  time: 

"  No  man  or  womui,  black  or  white,  could  be  deprived 
oftlnlr  ftaedom  fbr  one  honr,  without  it  wu  for  the  com- 
niiieloD  of  a  crime,  and  then  on  the  jndgmeiu  of  a  court." 

Has  it  come  to  this?  Is  the  fact  of  having  a 
black  skin  a  crime  in  the  South,  and  is  the  fact  of 
having  a  collapsed  stomach  and  an  empty  pocket 
a  crime  in  the  North  ?  [Laughter.]  What  is  the 
difference'  I  have  never  gone  through  the  one 
state;  I  have  never  had  a  black  skin,  but  I  have 
gone  through  the  other  state.    [Laughter.] 

Now,  I  was  going  to  read  an  affidavit  to  the 
committee,  but  my  time  is  too  short;  so  I  will  only 
state  the  substance  of  it:  It  is  one  of  nearly  a 
thousand  cases  that  I  know  of  myself.  It  is  an 
aflldavit  wherein  it  is  stated  that  a  woman,  after 
having  l?ted  for  eight  or  nine  years  in  the  town  of 
Soatbbridge,  in  Massachusetts,  where  she  had  had 
children  iMirn,  and  where  she  had  been  herself 
employed  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to  scrub 
out  the  public  building,  and  where  she  had  caught 
cold  ana  had  become  unable  to  support  herself  and 
children,  was,  under  the  provisions  of  a  law  of 
Massachusetts,  whichi  havehere,  taken — not  upon 
the  tjrder  of  a  court,  but  upon  an  order  written  by 
a  magistrate — and  transported  to  New  York,  for 
fear  she  should  become  an  incumbrance  on  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

U  is  all  very  well  for  gentlemen  to  get  up  here 
and  clamor  about  the  wrongs  and  outrages  of  the 
southern  slaves;  but,  sir,  in  the  city  of  New  York 
alone,  during  the  last  year,  there  have  been 
over  thirteen  hundred  people  deprived  of  their 
liberty  without  any  show  or  color  of  an  olTense, 
but  because  they  were  poor,  and  too  honest  to  com- 
mit a  crime.  Now  what  is  the  appeal  that  these 
men  make  when  they  go  to  the  South  f  They  do 
not  make  the  appeals  to  them  that  thev  make  here 
and  at  the  North .  They  do  not  appeal  to  the  mag- 
nanimity, sense  of  justice,  or  Christianity  of  the 
southern  slaveholder,  but  they  appeal  to  nis  ava- 
riea.  They  tell  him,  abolish  your  negro  slavery 
in  the  South,  andeadopt  the  slavery  of  wages  that 
we  have  substituted  for  it  in  the  North,  and  it  will 
put  money  into  your  pockets,  and  add  to  the  op- 
pression of  those  who  do  your  work.  Why,  sir, 
a  poor  man  at  the  North  will,  for  fifty  cents  a 
day,  drag  mere  in  a  hand-cart  than  three  negroes, 
with  four  mules,  will  bring  into  Washington, 
though  they  have  a  white  man  to  watch,  them. 
[Laughter.]  A  man  at  the  South  gives  |1,200 
for  a  negro;  he  has  to  support  him;  he  has  to  feed 
and  clothe  him;  he  has  to  provide  for  him  in  old 
age;  to  take  cari  of  him  in  his.sickness,  and  to 
baryhim  when  he  is  dead.  In  the  .North  we 
hare  no  such  bold,  manly,  open,  aod  above-board 


oppresaioD.  Oh,  no,  sir.  There  are  no  lashes  in 
the  North.  Here  is  a  apedmeii  lof  the  kind  of 
laah  we  have  there.  These  are  the  boys,  [exhibit- 
ing'a  pawnbroker's  duplicate  amidst  great  laugh- 
ter.]   I  will  read  it: 

"  No.  ISa.  Jotepb  Blmpeon  k.  Comnan;,  its  Chtlham 
•treet,July,  18S3.  Gold  watch,  gS.  Mike  Walih.  Not 
aaiwenMe  la  ease  of  Are  9>r  dunije  by  (Ire  or  robbery  ; 
iwenly-flve  per  ceoi.  per  annam." 

And  it  is  more,  as  a  general  thing.  At  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  he  has  k300a  year,and  his  $1,900  eals 
nothing,  wears  nothing,  consumM  nothing,  and 
can  be  used  as  the  same  instrument  of  oppression 
after  hs  ia  dead.  His  children  after  him  can  be 
used  as  the  same  instrument  of  oppression  among 
tha  children  and  grandchildren  of  the  aurvivor. 
One  thoosaad  two  hundred  dollars  invested  in 
northern  pawn-broking— and  it  isalmoat  the  aame 
thing  in  landlordism — brings  |300  a  year.  For 
that  1300  a  man  can  own  one  of  the  best  living, 
breathing,  white,  thinking  men  of  the  North;  and 
after  he  has  worn  him  out,  at  the  age  of  forty 
years,  he  can  pass  him  away  and  take  a  younger 
fellow.  The  difference  between  the  two  systems 
is  simply  this:  If  a  dozen  of  us  own  a  horse  in 
common,  we  want  to  ride  him  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, and  feed  him  as  little  as  possible.  [Laugnter.1 
Birt  if  yon  or  I  own  a  horse  exclusively,  we  will 
take  good  care  that  we  do  not  feed  him  (oo  much 
to  endanger  his  health,  but  just  enough  to  keep 
him  in  good  traveting  order.  But  as  I  find  my 
time  is  getting  short,  I  must  conclude  by  a  brief 
allusion  to  another  matter. 

There  have  been  inuendoes  and  insinuations 
made  against  me,  becatise  1  have  supported  this 
bill.  As  I  said  befbre,  I  supported  it  because  it 
lies  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  These  charges  and  insinua- 
tions have  not  been  made  publicly  in  a  manner  so 
that  Tcould  reply  to  them ;  and  I  shall  now  simply 
dispose  of  them  as  they  deserve.  They  have  not 
troubled  me  a  great  deal.  It  lakes  something 
more  than  that  to  shake  my  nerves,  or  ruffle  ray 
composure.  The  eagle  while  qnietly  reposing  in 
his  mountain  home,  may  be  temporarily  annoyed 
by  the  biting,  buzzing  swarm  of  miserable,  des- 
picable insects,  but  v^en  once  he  spreads  his  im- 
perial pinions  to  soar  aloft,  with  ths  first  flutter 
of  his  wings  he  sweeps  them  down,  and  with  the 
next  he  soars  onward,  upward,  and  heavenward 
into  sunlight  rq^ions,  to  which  it  is  not  given  even 
to  the  vision  of  meaner  birds  to  follow. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  a  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Nebraska. 
He  did  not,  however,  believe  that  there  was  any 
urgent  necessity  forsuch  organization;  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  made  by  the  Indian  agent  in 
his  report  of  last  November,  there. were  in  that 
whole  vaatregion  but  three  white  men,  with  the 
exception  of  tnose  connected  with  the  Army  and 
their  employees,  and  those  who  were  there  as  trap- 
perrand  traders. 

He  was,  however,  opposed  to  this  bill  because 
it  contained  a  provision  to  which  he  could  never 
assent,  namely:  the.one  proposing  to  repeal  the 
Missouri  act  of  1820.  That  act,  he  contended, 
was  constitutional,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the 
compromise  of  1850. 

Mr.  KNOX  waa  assigned  the  floor. 

M*.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.    If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  will  give  way  for  a  moment, ' 
I  will  move  that  the  committee  taMe  a  recess  until 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  BENTON.  If  no  gentleman  wanU  the 
floor  now,  I  wish  to  occupy  it  for  iibout  ten  min- 
utes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.'  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Knox]  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  the  Chair 
having  recognized  him.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Illinoia  will  yield  tire  floor  for  ten  minutes,  and  if 
the  committee  will  be  willing  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bknton]  may  proceed,  he 
may  do  ao. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  yielded  the  floor, 
and  general  assent  waa  given  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  proceed. 

Mr.. BENTON  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say  to  this  bill  on  account  of  its  in- 
terference with  the  Missouri  compromise.  On  that 
point  I  have  spoken  my  share,  and  shall  not  recur 
to  it  again.  I  pass  on  to  a  new  point— one  signifi- 
cantly revealed  to  us  some  ten  days  ago  by  a  Kep- 
reaenthti vefirom  Georgia,  the  memberfrom  the  first 
congressional diatHct  of  that  State,  [Mr.  Sewakd.] 


'fhat  gentleman  spoke  againtt  the  bill  in  a  way 
entirsly  accordant  to  my  own  opinions ;  buf  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  would  vote  for  it,  and  gave  . 
hia  reasons  for  doing  so;  rMsons  which  had  not 
been  mentioned  by  any  other  apeaker,  end  which 
struck  me  as  mdmenlous,  and  worthy  to  arreat 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  of  the  country. 
He  objects  to  the  bill  because  it  is  unfounded  and 
contradictory  in  ita  statements  and  assumpUons — 
inconsistent  with  itself,  with  the  act  of  1820,  and 
of  the  acts  of  1850 — because  it  was  manufactured 
for  a  particular  purpose,  and  is  of  no  value  in  itself 
to  the  slave  States;  but  which conimands  his  sup- 
port, as  a  southern  man,  on  account  of  its  ulterior 
operations,  as  containing  a  principle  to  be  assarted 
in  fature,  and  which  was  put  into  the  bill  to  be- 
come the  basis  of  some  grand  movement  in  this 
country.  I  will  read  what  he  said,  as  the  proper 
way  of  doing  justice  to  his  clear  and  well  ex- 
pressed opinions — to  his  momentous  revelations — 
i  and  as  the  best  way  of  availing  myself  of  his 
I  important  declarations.  I  find  them  thus  in  the 
I  ofliciBl  copy  of  the  speech: 

"  I  oppoM  the  detail!  of  ihli  bill,  becBiue  tliey  are  not 
conitotent  wiOi  ihenuelvei  or  wiUi  the  traniactiom  to  wtilcb 
Ibey  relate;  and  the  bill  ItHlf  ihowa  ibat  it  wa<  niaanfkc 
tared  fl>r  a  partieiriar  poipoie.  Some  of  Ibe  clsoaee  em- 
braced In  it,  eonAleUag  as  iHey  sie,  were  intioduced  tar  tbe 
purpote.  In  my  opinion,  of  •eftisf  up  a  principle  lo  fle  a*- 
sarted  In  future,  and  which  the  acu  of  18S0  never  contained. 
Now,  lir,  lei  u«  Me.  We  are  called  upon  liere  now  to  vote 
for  Oils  HH,  wlilcb  Is  net  diafted  in  the  ordinary  tbtipa  of 
legWalive acts.  Buttbsl^aneniori|iitbiUbavefuinlihad 
the  reaeon*,  within  the  bill  iuelf,  on  which  we  mu<t  act,  ■ 
and  which  ih«y  call  on  lu  to  niMcilbe  to.  What  It  III  - 
TiMy  Ml  at  thai  die  law  of  1830.  bttag  IneomineM  with 
Uie  legiilsUon  of  IB50,  iheiefbre  that  Ibe  act  of  18S0  is  in- 
opetanve  and  void.  I  lake  isme  with  them ;  and,  tot  my- 
'Mlf,  occupylns  the  poaition  that  I  do  ai  a  •outhem  man,  I 
never  have  inbicribed,  never  will,  and  never  can  ralMcrUw 
to  the  doctrines  contained  in  tbe  acta  of  1860.  Bfy  objec- 
tion! to  the  sou  of  1850  are  linown  at  bumc.  Tbey  are 
recorded  in  the  pioceedinii  of  the  convention  which  look 
place  in  Geonia  in  IBSO.  I  wu  ■  biember  of  Unt  ooaveg- 
lion.  I  voted  agaiixt  the  Oaorgia  platform  on  prinelnla.  . 
And  now,  when  that  portion  of  the  Soalb  havins  feaHnM 
in  common  with  me  oa  Ibis  queelioB,  have  waived  Ihar 
oljectioni  to  It  fi>r  tbe  purpote  of  uniting  with  tbe  BoulG, 
and  harmonlsinc  public  feeling  on  thit  gnai  qunlibn,  it  It 
put  in  here  u  tne  buit  of  tome  fraud  moieaieiit  ia  Mi 
country.    I  know  not  what  tliat  movement  it." 

I  concur  in  the  truth  and  juatice  of  everything 
which  the  member  from  QeoKia  haa  here  aaid, 
but  differ  from  him  in  the  conclusion  to  which  be 
arrives — that  of  voting  for.  tha  bill;  and  find  in  his 
reasons  for  that  vote,  additional  reasona  for  my 
own  vote  against  it;  but  he  votes  as  a  southern 
man,  and  votes  seetienally.  1  also  am  a  southern 
man,  but  vote  natioaallr  on  national  questions. 
He  sees  in  it  a  principle  set  up  which  is  fiibe 
and  useless  in  its  application  to  Nebraska,  but 
which  is  to  be  asserted  in  future,  and  which  is 
put  into  the  bill  as  the  basis  of  some  grand  im- 
pending movement  in  this  country.  Of  Die  nature 
of  this  movement,  which  is  to  be  so  grand,  and  at 
the  same  time  sectional,  themeinberdeclares  him- 
self to  be  ignorant;  and  that  ignorance,  t  would 
Buppose,  should  be  a  reaeon  for  holding  back  - 
from  a  bill  which  commits  its  supporters  to  great 
unknown  things.  That  is  the  way  it  works  with 
me.  I  also  am  ignorant,  that  ia  to  aay,  unin- 
formed of  thia  grand  movement  which  ia  to  be  in 
this  country;  but  I  believe  in  it,  and  ao  believing 
am  tha  more  against  the  bill.  I  am  agaTnst  any- 
thing that  I  do  not  understand,  and  which  nobody 
will  explain  to  me,  and  which,  aecordiog  to  my 
own  short  and  dubious  lights,  is  dangeroua  to  the 
peace  and  honor  of  the  country.  •  I  believe  in  the 
futility,  of  this  bill— ita  abaOlute  futility  to  tha 
slaveholding  States — and  that  not  a  single  riav* 
will  ever  be  held  in  Kansas  or  Nebraska'ander  iu. 
(even  admitting  it  to  be  paased.)  Tboueh  adoptsa 


to  slave  labor  in  two  ot  its  ^eat  staples,  (hemp 
,)  J  do  not  l>elieve  that  alaves  Will 
ever  be  held  there.    The  popular  vote  will  expsi 


them.  Kansaa  is  contiguous  to  middle  and  •oalh- 
ern  Missouri,  where  slave  labor  is  profitabla,  and 
slaves  held  in  great  number — a  kingle  owner  within 
two  hours'  ride  of  the  line  holding  one  hundred 
more  than  the  five  hundred  of  Randolph  of  Roan- 
oke; and  five  thousand  in  his  county  alone:  bat' 
the  holder  of  slaves  will  have  but  one  vote,  and 
will  be  beat  at  ths  polls  by  the  many  ^ho  have 
none.  In  relation  to  Kansas  and  Nsbtaska,  lh«D,, 
I  hold  the  bill  to  be  a  deception  and  a  cheat — whnt' 
gamesters  call  gammon,  coneressmen  buncoralM,' 
and  aeamen  a  tub  to  the  whale;  that  i^to  say,  an 
ambidextrous  opertition  upon  the  senses  of^con- 
fiding  people,  by  which  they  are  made  to  see  what 
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ia  not,  and  not  to  see  what  is.  Thi*  i»  what  I 
believe;  and  not  being  obliging  enough  to  join  in 
a  scheme  of  self-deception,  or  to  suffer  a  game  of 
deception  to  be  playea  upon  me,  I  must  now  tarn 
tay  back  upon  the  illusions  of  this  Nebraska  bill, 
and  look  out  for  its  real  object — the  particular 
purpose  for  which  it  was  manufactured,  and  the 
grand  morement  of  which  it  is  (o  be  the  basis. 

In  this  search  I  naturally  look  about  into  the 
signs  and  rumors  of  the  times,  and  into  the'co- 
(eihporaneous  events  which  may  connect  them- 
selves with  the  grand  movement  in  question;  and 
think  I  find  them  in  two  diplomatic  missions,  of 
wHich  the  country  has  heard  much — but  not  all.  I 
apeak  upon  rumor,  but  neither  tell,  jior  believe, 
the  half  of  the  half  of  what  I  hear;  but  believe 
enough  to  excite  apprehension,  and  to  jugtilV  in- 
quiry. What  is  a  state  secret  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ineton  ie  street  talk  in  the  city  of  Montezuma. 

Fhfst.  The  mission  of  Mr.  Gadsden  to  Santa 
Anna.  It  must  have  been  conceived  about  the 
time  that  this  bill  was;  and,  according  to  trans- 
piring aecotiiita,  must  have  been  a  grand  move- 
ment in  iuel  ^$50,000,000  for  as  much  Mexican 
,  territory  on  our  souihera  border  as  would  make 
five  or  six  States  of  the  first  class.  The  area  of 
theaetjuisition,  as  I  understand  it,  was  to  extend 
frotn  sea  to  sea.  On  a  line  that  would  give  us  Sail- 
tamler,  Monterey,  Saltillo,  Parras,  Sonora,  and 
all  Lower  CSolifomia.  This  was  certainly  a  large 
movement,  both  in  poiht  of  money  and  of  terri- 
tofy,  and  alao'lhrge  m  political  consequence;  and 
clearly  furnishing  a  theatre  for  the  doctrine  of 
non-intervention,  if  there  should  be  any  design  to 
conrert  the  newly  acquired  territory  from  free  soil, 
tbA  it  is,  itito  slave  soil  that  it  might  be  desired  to 
be.  Here,  then,  I  believe  I  have  found  one  branch< 
of  the  grand  movement;  and  although  Mr.  Gads- 
den returned  from  his  mission  with  a  small  slice 
only  of  tlje  desired  territory,  yet  he  has  returned 
to  his  post,  and  may  have  better  luck  on  a  second 
trial-^if  Santa  Anna  escapes  from  the  speckled 
Indian*  (Los  Indios  Pintos)  who  have  him  at  bay 
in  the  Sierra.  I  say  nothing  on  the  merits  of  this 
new  acquisition,  only  that  it  is  an  old  acquaintance 
with  me,  having  first  heard  of  it  in  November, 
1846,  and  afterwards  in  March,  1848 — at  which 
latter  time  it  was  proposed  in  the  Senate,  (by  Mr. 
Datis,  of  Mississippi,)  on  the  ratification  of  the 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  treaty;  and  rejected  by  the 
Senate.  I  voted  against  the  Santander  and  Mon- 
terey line  then,  ana  have  nnt,seen  cause  to  change 
iny  opinion.  [Here  Mr.  Benton  read  the  article 
proposed  by  Mr.  Davis  for  the  new  line.] 

Secondly.  The  misslon'of  Mr.  SouK  to  Madrid 
— alao  a  grand  movement  in  itself,  if  reports  be 
tru* — -two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  for  Cuba; 
and  a  rumpus  kicked  up  if  the  islarld  is  not  got. 
Here  again  might  be  found  a  case  for  the  non-in- 
terrention  principle;  but  of  that  I  say  nothing, 
because  I  know  nothings  and  wish  to  know  aome- 
thihf .  Of  the  acquisition  itself  I  say  nothing  now, 
but  did  say  something,  about  forty-four  years  ago, 
in  a  Nashville  newspaper,  published  by  Thomas 
E^tin,  called  the  Impartial  Review;  in  which  1 
discussed  Cuba  «s  the  geo^aphieal  appurtenance 
of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  eventually 
to  become  its  political  appurtenance;  but  to  be  got 
with  honor  whenever  it  was  eot;  and  in  all  that 
faith  I  still  remain  firm.  No  dishonor !  no  stain  on 
the"  bright  and  spotless  fame  left  us  by  our  fathers ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  discuss  nothing  in  relation  to 
those  rumored  acquisitions  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
and  a  broad  side  of  Mexico;  I  only  call  attention 
to  them  1^  probable  indexes  to  the  grand  move- 
meht  of  which  the  member  from  Georgia  gave  us 
the' revelation,  and  which  no  one  hasdeniedr  Ac- 
eorSing  to  him,  and  according  to  my  own  belief, 
this  Nebraska  bill  is  orily  an  entering  wedge  to 
futore  enterprises — a  thing  manufactured  for  a 
particular  purpose — a  stepping  stone  to  a  grand 
movement  which  is  to  develop  itself  in  this  coun- 
tryof  ours.  I  wish  to  know  whatthat  movement 
is.  I  liave  a  right  to  know,  to  enable  me  to  dis- 
charge my  duties  understandingly;  and  I  respect- 
fuir^r  crave  the  information  from  those  who  nave 
the  conducting  of  the  biU. 
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Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  like  to 
know,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  much  of  this  time 
consumed  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
M  issouri  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  hour  allotted  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri occupied  twenty  minutes.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  that  time  must  be  taken  out  of  the  hour 
allowed  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  the  Chair  did  not  author- 
ize the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  take  the  floor 
from  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  am  very  happy  in  having 
yielded  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  so  mucH 
of  my  time,  because  what  he  may  have  said  is  of 
far  greater  interest,  and  of  far  more  importance  to 
the  country,  than  any  puor  remarks  of  mine  would 
have  been. 

(This  declaration  was  greeted  with  warm  ap- 
plause.] 

Mr.  GROW.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
now  allow  the  motion  to  be  renewed  that  the  com- 
mittee take  a  recess?  , 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  hope  my  colleague 
will  proceed  now  with  his  speech.  There  are  a 
greni  many  gentlemen  here  wno  want  to  speak. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Gnow.'J 

Mr.  KNOX.    I  do. 

Mr.  GROW.  Then  I  move  that  the  committee 
take  a  recess  till  six  o'clock. 

Mr.  SMITH, of  Virginia.  I  hope  thegentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  will  withdraw  that  motion. 
Let  those  who  want  to  speak  on  this  bill  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  ao. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  thegentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  withdraw  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  GROW.  No;  unless  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  should  want  to  speak  now. 

The  question  was  put,;  and  a  division  was  called 
for.  . 

TheChair'announced  that  there  were  thirty-«if 
votes  in  the  affirmative. 

Several  Members.  Give  it  up;  count  the  other 
side. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  The  motion  is 
overruled.    There  are  not  enough  to  carry  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  majority  of  members 
present  may  take  a  recess.  It  doe*  not  require  a 
quorum  for  that  purpose. 

The  Chair  announced  that  there  were  thirty-six 
votes  for,  to  twenty  against,  the  motion. 

So,  at  four  o'clock  and  twenty-five  minutes, 
the  commiUee  took  a  recess  till  6  p.  m. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  committee  at  six 
o'clock,  . 

Mr.  KNOX  resumed  the  floor,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  EVERHART,  who  asked  leave  to  write 
out  and  print  a  speech,  seeing  there  was  no  nros- 
pecl  of  obtaining  an  opportunity  to  deliver  it  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  KNOX  said,  that  six  months  ago,  before 
he  came  to  this  city,  such  a  atateof  ihiiiga  as  now 
exists  was  not  dreamed  of  by  him,  nor  when  he 
took  a  solemn  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  ^tates.  After  further  prefatory  re- 
marks, he  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  bill  under 
consideration.  His  prinupal  objection  to  it  was 
because  of  the  proviso  which  aeekk  to  repeal  the 
Missouri  compromise.  The  spirit  of  kindness 
and  concession  which  brought  Missouri  into  the 
Union  suggested  the  legislation  of  1850.  Instead 
of  thetneasures  of  the  last  named  year  impairing 
the  Missouri  compromise,  it  was  indorsed  and 
reafiirmed  thereby,  if  there  is  any  efficacy  in  the 
acts  of  men  not  secured  under  their  hands  and  seal. 
.  He  dwelt  upon  this  subject  until  the  expiration 
of  the  hour  to  which  he  was  limited  in  debate. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  assumingthat  territorial  gov- 
ernments should  be  establishedover  theTerritories 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  proceeded  to  argue  in 
favor  of  the  principles  established  by  the  bill. 
The  provision  which  recommended  the  bill  to  the 


approbation  of  his  judgment,  in  preference  to  the 
geographical  line,  the  absolute  prohibition  estab- 
lished by  the  Missouri  act  of  1820,  was  the  one 
which  enacted  that  the  States  to  1>e  admitted  out 
of  this  Territory,  in  the  future,  should  be  admitted 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  they  should  for  them- 
selves determiner  He  contended  that  the  bill 
neither  establi^ed  nor  prohibited  slavery  in  these 
Territories;  and,  instead  of  being  a  double-faced 
measure,  was  one  which  could  be  understood  by 
everybody  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the  English 
language. 

He  replied  to  the  arguments  heretofore  ad- 
vanced against  the  bill  by  Messrs.  Milleon  and 
Franklin. 

Mr.  GOODE  said  he  was  a  cheerful  and  cor- 
dial advocate  of  that  measure.  He  desired  to 
state,  candidly  'and  frankly,  perhaps  with  some 
degree  of  imprudence,  the  reasons  which  would 
control  his  vole. 

It  had  been  announced  to  the  country  that  thia 
measure  has  been  unnecessarily,  rnahly,  reck- 
lessly, thnist.upon  Congress,  urid  that  the  apple  of 
discord,  a  fire-brand,  had  been  thrown  among  the 
people.  As  usual,  the  responsibility  of  the  meas- 
ure and  the  discua-iinn  is  referred  to  the  South,  the 
ever-injured  South.  It  is  not  the  party  which 
asks  justice,  but  the  partv  which  refuses  ju&lice, 
which  incurs  the  respoifsibilily.  But  the  South 
is  not  responsible.  She  lias  preferred  no  claim  at 
all.  She  has  learned  from  the  bitter  past,  that  if 
she  would  enjoy  tranquillity  she  must  be  silent. 
He  charged  that  tlieresnonaibiilt^of  this  measure 
rests  with  the  North.  Fur  be  it  from  him  to  say 
it  was  an  odious  responaibility.  It  was  a  glorious 
responBihitity.  The  northern  men  who  brought 
forward  this  mensure  were  patriota,  deserving 
well  of  their  country.  The  odious  responsibility 
of  this  discussion,  and  the  excitement  which  it 
has  produced,  rest  with  thefellapiritof  Abolition, 
the  oflapring  of  fanaticism  and  of  unholy  ambition.  . 

Having  vindicated  the  South  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  he  proceeded 
to  adi^ocate  the  mensure  because  of  the  great 
principle  thereincontained, of  non-intervention  on  , 
the  port  of  Congress,  in  imposing  an  anti-slavery 
restriction  on  the  organization  of  territorial  govern- 
ments. This,  he  contended,  was  important  as  a 
precedent. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  said  that  no  one  could  regret 
more  than  himself  that  this  subject  had  been 
brought  forward  at  this  time.  He  did  not  believe 
the  objects  to  be  accomplished,  upon  the  one  side 
or  the  other,  were  equal  to  the  evils  which  would 
grow  out  of  this  renewed  agitation  of  the  subject 
of  slavery. 

He  thought  that  the  efiTect  of  reviving  this  agi- 
tation would  be  to  breathe  the  breath  of  life  into 
the  almostdead  body  of  the  Whig  party;  to  clothe 
with  flesh  the  skeleton  of  Abolitionism.  But  he 
had  an  abidingconfidence  in  the  intelligence  of  the 
American  people,  and  believed  that  when  the 
principles  of  this  bill  should  become  thoroughly 
discussed  and  understood  by  them,  the  excite- 
ment which  was  now  attempted  to  be  created  o  ut 
of  it  would,  as  in  1850,  be  hushed  into  silence. 

He  then  opposed  the  Claytoh  amendment.  No 
member  from  Indiana,  nor  from  any  of  the  north- 
western States,  could  vote  for  this  amend  m*nt$  for, 
by  their  organic  low,  they  had  established  provis- 
ions for  the  foreign  class  of  population  which  were 
in  direct  contradiction  to  what  was  ctdled  the  Clay- 
ton amendment. 

The  great  question,  he  contended,  which  was 
involved  in  the  bill,  was  the  ability,  the  right  of 
the  people  to  govern  themselves.  This  he  de- 
fended at  length,  arguing  that  it  was  in  oeconiance 
with  our  republican  institutions. 

He  then  ar^ed  to  prove  that  slavery  could  only 
exist  by  municipal  law,  and  said  that  there  would 
be  no  legislation,  after  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in 
the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  by  which 
title  to  slave  property  would  be  recognized.  There 
must  he  positive  law  before  slavery  could  be  taken 
into  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  He  further  argued 
to  prove  the  improbability  of  the  introduction  of 
slavery  into  these  Territories,  and  declftred  th{it 
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there  could  be  no  aompromiee  under  the  Conotitu- 
tion,  so  far  ee  elavery  was  concerned. 

Mr.  PRATT  eaid  that  the  propoeition  to  repeal 
the  MisBouri  comptomise,  contained  in  this  bill, 
must  plead  his  apolog;^  for  occupying  the  lime  of 
the  committee  for  a  brief  period.  It  may  well  be 
doubted  whether  it  would  not  be  a  breach  of  good 
faith  for  the  Oeneral  Gorernmsnt  to  organize 
territorial  soTcmnients  over  the  heads  of  the  abo> 
riginei,  who  hare  been  guarantied  peaceable  pos- 
session of  the  Territories  in  question.  If  there 
was  any  human  being  more  than  another  abused 
by  the  white  man,  it  was  the  Indian.  It  was 
chimed  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  that  its  prorisions 
are  ample  for  this  unfortunate  race.  He  trusted 
in  God  that  this  may  prove  the  fact,4r  the  bill  be- 
come law. 

When  a  bill  for  organizing  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska was  passed  by  the  last  Congress,  he  thought 
it  was  unwise  and  premature.  So  thought  the 
people  of  New  England.  To  organize  a  govern- 
ment where  there  were  no  inhabitants,  or  next  to 
none,  seemed  to  be  the  extreme  of  folly,  especially 
when  there  are  so  many  good  lands  within  the 
organized  Territories. 

.  But  there  are  reasons  for  organizing  new  Ter- 
ritories now  which  did  not  exist  a' year  ago.  If 
the  bill  before  the  committee  were  divested  of  the 
odious  feature,  he  should  not  occupy  the  floor  at 
this  moment. 

When  this  question  was  sprung  on  the  country, 
everybody  was  shocked  at  the  idea  of  sucha  mon- 
strous proposition.  Its  open  advocates  were  verjr 
few.  On  Its  introduction,  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Ricuardson]  was  the  only  member 
pledged  to  the  support  ofaihe  measure,  so  far  as 
OS  knew.  Northern  members  expressed  them- 
selves hostile  to  it.  Southern  gentlemen  said  if  the 
North  choss  to  give  them  a  boon,  they  would  not 
refuse  to  accept  of  it.  In  other  words,  it  was  an 
adopted  child,  though  they  were  not  willing  to 
have  it  sworn  to  them.  He  denied  that  the  North 
have  violated  the  Missouri  compromise.  They 
have  regarded  it  sacred  as  the  Constitution  itself. 
The  people  did  not  ask  or  require  this  repeal. 
They  were  satisfied  to  let  well  enough  alone. 
They  never  thought  of  repealing  it. 

He  declared  that  this  was  neither  a  Whig  nor 
a  Democratic  measure.  It  was  a  ssctional  meas- 
ure—nothing else.  Who  was  so  blind  as  not  us 
see  the  object  ?  Whether  this  bill  pass  or  not  he 
declared  his  determination  not  to  make  any  lac- 
lious  opposition  to  it.  If  the  majority  favor  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  they  have  a  right  to  pass  it. 
If  a  majority  was  opposed  to  it,  as  be  trusted  in 
God  there  was,  he  should  rejoice;  but  whether 
the  bill  pass  or  not,  he  should  continue  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  ability  to  aid  in  promoting  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  this  glorious  Confederacy,  which 
is  the  pride  and  admiration  of  the  world. 

Mr.  CASEIE  said  that  the  great  measure  of 
organizing  a  large  extent  of  our  fair  possessions 
upon  a  constitutional  basis  was  now  before  them, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people.  A  happy 
augury  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  this  pro- 
posal of  Justice  to  the  South  had  been  presented 
by  the  North,  had  been  inaugurated  by  a  gallant 
Senator  from  the  North,  there  born,  there  living, 
and  there  to  be  buried.  It  had  supporters,  too, 
in  men  from  the  same  region,  who  graced  sena- 
torial dignity,  and  who  were  infused  with  the 
spirit  of  that  lirotherhood  which  our  fathers  strove 
to  secure  under  the  great  shield  of  the  equality  of 
all  the  State  and  all  the  sections  of  our  Confed- 
craqr. 

He  then  characterized  the  Missouri  compromise 
as  unconstitutional  and  unjust  to  the  South,  and 
advocated  the  doctrine  of  leaving  to  the  people 
the  right  to  determine  the  question  of  slavery  for 
themselves.  In  regard  to  the  former  point,  he 
inquired  if  any  two  things  could  be  found  more 
op(M>site  than  what  was  claimed  for  the  Missouri 
restriction  by  its  friends  and  its  true  character,  as 
presented  by  the  historical  records  of  the  country  ? 
Everybody  knew  that  it  was  bat  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, repealable  in  its  very  nature. 

The  idea  that  members  of  Congress  had  the 
jrigfit  to  make  unconstitutional,  sacred  compacts, 
was  a  novelty  which  there  was  little  danger  would 
supplant  the  old-fashioned  notion  that  they  were 
merely  law'-makers,  bound  to  vote  on  each  prop- 
osition as  their  consciencfs  dictated,  without  any 
shadow  of  authority  to  barter  TOtes  with  each 
ptljsr,  or  make  UeaUen  fof  tb^r  re^peptiy^  pee- 


tiens.  The  States  had  done  this  in  an  instrument 
called  the  Constitution,  and  would  to  God  it  was 
more  respected !  It  was  now  offered  as  the  law 
for  both  North  and  South  in  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska, and  as  the  only  law. 

He  then  referred  to  various  precedents  to  prove 
that  the  North  had  frequently  violated  the  act  of 
1820,  and  denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  fetter 
anv  State  in  regard  to  slavery. 

Mr.  PRINGLE  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill 
on  account  of  the  many  objectionable  features  con- 
tained in  it;  but  the  great  objection,  in  his  mind, 
and  ths  one  which  overshadowed  all  others,  is,  that 
it  proposes  a  violation  of  good  faith.  It  proposes 
a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  to  abrogate 
the  restriction  against  slavery  north  of  SEP  SO*, 
after  all  the  territory  south  of  that  line  has  been 
converted  into  slave  States.  This  line,  forced 
upon  the  North  by  southern  representatives  and 
northern  dough-faces,  it  is  proposed  to  erase;  and 
the  power  that  is  to  annul  is  composed  of  the  same 
materiel  that  established  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  With  the  permission  of  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Drom,]  I  rise  simply  to  say  that  I 
had  desired  to  make  some  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  bill  now  under  consideration  before  the 
committee;  but  as  the  time  is  so  limited,  I  will 
forego  that  privilege,  if  it  meets  the  wishes  of  gen- 
tlemen present,  and  publish  my  remarks  without 
occupying  the  attention  of  ths  committee. 

[Cries  of  "Agreed'."  "Agreed!"] 

Mr.  DRUM  remarked  that  he  cams  here  as  a 
friend  of  the  Administration,  and  therefore  he  felt 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  friend  to  extricate  it 
from  the  toils  in  which  unwise  counsels  have  in- 
volved it.  He  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
merely  consuming  time,  or  making  a  vain  display. 
He  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  whether  what 
he  intended  to  say  should  be  heard  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  House.  He  rose  for  ths  specific 
purpose  of  allaying  the  excitement  in  the  country, 
and  of  explaining  an  amendment  which  he  shoiild 
offer  to-morrow.  The  committee  could  find  no 
constitutional  objection  tft  it,  and  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  prefer  it  to  the  particular 
section  whicn  had  been  the  basis  of  so  much  dis- 
cussion. He  proposed  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  section  which  had  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
pute, and  to  insert  as  follow's: 

Tbst  Uie  nid  lerritmTi  or  siqr  ponton  tbereoT,  wliea 
admitted  an  a  Stale,  iliall  be  recetred  iiilo  tlie  Unios,  vritli  or 
wlUiottt  ilavery,  a*  lla  conetiiiiiion  inajr  preMribe  at  the 

ihthMction 

cnmroonly 

iwofCoo- 

(rcM,  to  tbe  conlrvjr  notwiUinaiidiiig. 

This  amendment,  he  said ,  proposes  that  a  State, 
as  an  independent  sovereignty,  has  a  right  to  re- 

Eeal  the  Missouri  compromise,  but  that  Congress 
as  no  right  to  repeal  it.  He  fUrther  explained 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD  said,  that  although  he  did 
no.t  believe  slavery  could  exist  in  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  to  any  considsrable  extent,  yet  it  was 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  support  the  bill. 
Although  it  contained  principles  Which  did  not 
meet  with  his  approbation,  for  the  reason  that 
they  were  not  southern  enough  for  him,  yet  he 
should  support  it  so  long  as  it  should  contain  the 
great  principle  of  non-intervention,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  should  this  doctrine  be  established  and 
carried  out,  it  would  have  the  efifect  of  forever 
withdrawing  slavery  agitation  from  the  Halls  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  then  argued  to  show  that  the 
bill,  instead  of  transferring  the  subject  of  slavery 
from  the  Halls  of  Congress  to  the  people  of  the 
Territories,  transferred  it,  in  effect,  to  ths  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  then  obtained 
the  floor,  when  (at  quarter  past  twelve)  the  com- 
mittee took  a  recess  until  nine  o'clock  in  th.e 
morning. 

SATUEDAT  MOHVINC,  MAT  90,  18M. 

The  committee  reassembled  this  morning,  pur- 
suant to  its -order,  at  nine  o'clock,,  a.  m.,(Mr. 
Old>  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  House  bill  (No.  236)  for  the  organization  of 
the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  being  entitled 
to  the  floor„yielded  to 

Mr.  HARLAN,  of  Ohio,  who  said  he  was  op- 
possd  to  Uiis  bill,  becauss 


Umeofadmlnion;  anyiMngeoDtsinedhilbeeifhihMf 
of  the  set  pawed  by  CongreM  March  6, 1830,  cnmnK 
called  the  Miiaanrl  eompromin,  or  any  other  law  o(  ( 


1.  It  repeats  the  Missouri  comproroise,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  the  South  is  in  nonor  bound  to 
respect,  snd  the  free  States  bound,  both  by  honor 
and  duty,  to  maintain. 

2  The  Isgislation  of  1850  is  not  inconsistent 
with  that  of  1820. 

3.  The  principles  of  the  legislation  of  1850  are 
transcended  and  violated  by  uiis  bill. 

4.-  The  platforms  of  both  political  parties  of  1853 
are  violated  by  this  bill,  and  had  it  been  under- 
stood that  the  Democratic  platform  did  either  war- 
rant, justify,  or  demand  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri comi^omise,  Franklin  Fierce  would  have 
now  beeft  a  private  citizen,  and  the  seats  of  the 
northern  men  who  now  tender  this  repeal  would 
have  been  filled  by  others. 

5.  He  held  it  not  only  within  the  power  of 
Congress  to  legislate  for  tbe  Territories,  but  that 
it  is  ths  duty  of -Congress,  and  a  duty  which  can- 
not be  abandoned. 

6.  He  was  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slaverjr 
over  Territories  now  free,  and  he  would  not  do  it 
himself,  nor  would  he  remove  any  obstacle  now 
in  the  way  of  its  extension.  He  would  not  use 
the  Territorial  Legislature  as  a  cats-paw  to  do  that 
which  be  bad  not  the  courajge  to  do  himself. 

These  were  the  propositions  which  he  desired 
to  constituts  the  skeleton  of  a  speech. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  desired  to 
address  the  committee  on  this  subject,  but  finding 
that  he  would  not  have  an  opportanitjb  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  print  a  speech. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tenneseee,  then  took  the 
floor,  and  replied  to  {^tlemen  who  had  preceded 
him.  It  had  been  said  the  Missouri  restriction  of 
1820  was  a  solemn  compact,  and  therefore  irre- 
peaUble,  and  on  this  ground  it  was  alleged  with 
great  earnestness,  and  he  had  no  doubt  with  a  great 
deal  of  sincerity,  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  that  it  would  be  a  gross  violation 
of  faith,  an  unwarrantable  aggression  on  the  rights 
of  the  northern  people,  to  pass  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent form.  He  could  not  view  the  matter  in  this 
light. 

There  was,  he  contended,  nothinjr  in  either  the 
Constitution  or  the  laws,  which  jiutifiea  the  look- 
ing at  any  enactment  of  Congress  as  aoytbing 
more  than  an  enactment.  There.  vasnothiAg  in  the 
Constitution  or  the  laws  which  justifies  the  putting 
of  the  etamp  of  irrepealobiUty  on  anythii^  done 
by  Congress. 

It  was  acknowledged  universally,  and  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  so  far  as  the  sense  and  sub- 
stance of  the  act  of  1830  was  concerned,  that  it 
is  certainly  not  a  compact  or  agreement  of  an  irra- 
pcalable  character.  But  it  was  alleged,  with  a 
show  of  retuon,  that  there  Was  something  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  on  the  occasion  of  its 
passage,  which  givis  it  a  moral  force,  equivalent 
to  what  would  M  the  Tnoral  force  of  a  compact 
binding  parties  to  an  irrepealable  agreement. 

He  would  not  attempt  to  deny  Uiat,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  the  passsgeofihe  Mis- 
souri act,  there  was  something  of  a  solemn  and 
important  character,  which  stamps  the  act  with  a 
character  somewhat  different  from  an  ordinary 
act  of  legislation;  and  if  the  ciicumstaocea  con- 
tinued tbe  same  to  this  day,  he  should  bs  the  last 
to  raise  his  hand  to  disturb  a  settlement  which,  in 
that  point  of  view,  was  considered  sacred  aad 
binding. 

The  tacit  nnderatanding  originated  in  circum- 
stances of  ^eat  importance,  and  roust  pass  awav 
with  the  arcumstanccs  which  ^ve  it  birth.  _  It 
seems  certain  it  cannot  be  considered  as  binding 
future  generations.  We  now  stsnd  in  ths  midst 
of  scenes  and  circumstances  wholly  different. 

He  proceeded  to  recount  briefly  tbe  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Missouri  act  was  passed; 
and  coittended  it  had  since  been  wholly  repudi- 
ated by  the  North  and  had  been  trampled  oo 
again  and  again.  In  1850  the  principle  of  the  act 
of  1820  lest  Its  power,  and  was  rejected  by  (ha 
dominant  majority  in  this  House.  The  eirevm- 
stances,  he  repeated,  have  entirely  changed,  and 
it  would  be  'unjust  to  say  that  we  are  boaod  bv 
the  compact  of  1820.  It  would  be  absurd  in  itaca 
and  contrary  to  plun  understanding. 
'  The  Constitution  and  equality  require  that  thla 
restriction  should  be  removed  in  ths  organixatioB 
of  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

He  argued  the  question,  and  advocated  tha 
passage  of  the  bill  until  the  expiration  of  ths  hour 
to  which  he  was  restricted  to  debate. 
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Mr.  GOODRICH  said  that  it  waa  hijgh  time 
that  they  should  do  away  with  compromisM.  If 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  binding  in  honor  and 
good  faith  no  longer  than  when  thejiection  of 
coantry  which  had  received  and  appropriated  its 
part  of  the  consideration  found  it  to  be  for  its 
intereata  tQ  come  in  and  talce  the  other  part,  com- 
promises were  henceforth  at  an  end.  The  North 
were  beginning  to  understand  what  the  |3ubtic 
men  of  tie  South,  who  gave  tone  and  direction  to 
public  sentiment  there,  meant  by  this  proposed 
repeal;  and,  his  word  for  it,  no  more  compromises 
would  be  made.  The  technical  arguments,  by 
which  it  waa  sought  to  throw  oflf  the  honorable 
obligations  of  the  Missouri  eonpromise,  had  bad 
no  other  effect  in  the  North  than  to  eonvinoa  the 
public  mind  that  the  South  r^aurded  eoiqpromiscs 
upon  the  sul^ect  of  slavery  as  mere  temporary 
expedients  to  extend  slavery,  to  be  set  aside  when- 
ever they  beoime  practical  barriers  to  slay  slavery. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  and  establish  a  tabuU  reta 
in  theiM  Territories,  there  would  be  h  counterpart 
to  it  at  the  North — a  UM*  rata  in  regard  t«  com- 
pr«mise8.  When,  said  he,  you  strike  down  the 
l^al  power  of  the  Missouri  eompromise  of  1820, 
you  strike  down  the  moral  power  of  the  compro- 
mise of  1850.  Repeal  the  Missouri  oompromise, 
themostaacred  that  has  been  made  since  the  great 
compromises  of  the  Constitution,  and  you  wipe 
out,  as  with  a  sponge,  all  compromisea  at  the 
North.  Your  laws  may  be  made  and  have  the 
force  of  laws,  but  they  will  not  be  reapieted  as 
compromises. 

He  then  criticised  the  report  of  the  Senate  or 
the  aul^ect  of  the  bill,  as  compared  with  the  bill 
itself,  and  said  that  if  they  should  now  repeal  the 
Missouri  comprnraise,  the  report  of  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary would  stand  aa  a  confession  of  one  of  the 
{^reateat  frauds  upon  northern  compromise  men 
thaty  had  ever  been  perpetrated  in  the  history  of 
political  parties. 

He  then  argued  to  prove  that  the  Missouri  act 
of  1820  was  s  compromise,  and  cooleoded  that 
the  North  had  not  repudiated  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  made  the  following  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentlenan 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Qooomcb:] 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  has 
juat  taken  his  seat,  asserted  that  I  had  argued 
"  that  the  Missouri  restriction  was  iul  mknded  to 
he  penttiuU;''  and,  upon  this  aaaerlion,  he  has 
treated  ua  with  a  refutation.  Now,  sir,  permit 
me  to  read  from  my  printed  speech  what  I  did 
say: 

"It  will  be  ramembered  thst  Ibeofb  Mtooini  wm  Anally 
admiued  without  a  cooditioa  for  Ibe  InbiUtlou  of  ilavery, 
yet  that  the  claim  of  power  on  the  part  of  CongreM  tn  In- 
■iM  apen  one  waa  matalned.  -  Thp  dehth  lecUan  of  Uia 
act  aaaerla  itae  power  not  onljr  to  esclem  slavery  doriof  the 
territorial  conditiaa,  hit  MrowA  all  dumtm  of  6«Mn>- 
ment.  The  probibiUoa  U  not  for  a  limited  lime,  but "  raa> 
■vca.'* 

It  will  be  seen  that  my  stataoMnt  is  the  r*rr 
reverse  of  the  aaaertion  made  on  this  door.  I  will 
now,  Mr.  Chairman,  conclude  by  recommending 
to  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  a  safe  rule,' 
that  before  he  attempts  to  reply  to  an  argument, 
he  should  understand  what  in  facttheiUKumentis. 

Mr.  HCNN.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  now  un- 
der consideration  for  the  otganiiation  of  Nebnaka 
and  Kanxa<  Territories  is,  pcrhapa,  of  more  prae- 
ttcaJ  importance  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the 
people  of  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  upon  thia  door,  than  to  any  other  Slate 
or  constituency  in  the  Union,  and  hence  it  is' that 
I  desire  to  say  something  of  the  reasons  that 
will  induce  me  to  ei*e  «  warm,  cordial,  and  un- 
flinching support  to  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
chetirman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  [Mr. 
RtcHAROtoN,]  and  for  all  of  its  provisioMt.  I 
•hall-  say  something  for  the  information  of  iodi- 
▼idaal  members  of  this  committee,  something  for 
the  information  of  my  coDstituents,  and  seme- 
thing  to  correct  the  erroneous  views  of  those  not 
acquainted  with  the  'West  and  her  enlightened 
population.  To  this  end  I  propose  to  demon- 
■trnte: 

First.  The  importance  of  aB  organizaltoa  of 
these  Territories  at  this  time;  the  influence  of 
their  otganiration  apon  the  character  of  the  great 
'West;  the  correctness  of  the  principles  of  sdf- 
government  and  congressional  non-interference, 
as  recognized  by  both  the  original  bill  and  the 
substitute;  and  give  my  views  a«  to  the  rules 
wh^ch  should  govern  the  legislative  and  executive 


branches  of  this  Government  in  their  action  upon 
territorial  matters. 

Secondly.  I  propose  to  speak  of  the  physical 
character  of  the  country  which  it  is  contemplated 
to  organize;  of  ita  political  past,  of  iu  political 
future,  and  of  ita  commercial  importance  to  Iowa, 
and  to  the  whole  country. 

I  will  then  add  a  few  words  relative  to  the  sit- 
uation of  parties  in  Iowa,and  elsewhere,  upon  the 
great  questions  involved  in  this  bill,  and  define, 
briefly,  my  objections  to  that  part  of  the  Senate 
bill  which  prohibits  those  who  have  sought  an 
aaylum  in  our  country,  and  have  evinced  their 
intention  of  becoming  citizens,  from  having  a  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  Territories  propossd  to 
be  created. 

Mr.  WITTE,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
said  that  if  theNorth — hespokeofthe  Democratic 
party — are  divided  in  sentiment  on  this  subject,  it 
IS  because  they  do  not  understand  the  proposition. 
If  the  people,  by  the  exercise  of  their  legal  sover- 
eign rights,  shall  desire  to  make  every  square  foot 
of  the  soil  on  the  continent  slave,  he  would  have  it 
so;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  exercise  of  the 
same  rights  and  power,  they  would  make  every 
square  root  free,  he  would  have  it  so.  This  was 
the  sentiment  of  the  North,  so  far  as  one  man 
could  speak  for  them.  The  Democracy  of  the 
North  are  as  sound  on  this  question  of  State-rights 
doctriiie  aa  the  South  are.  They  would  yield  not 
one  jot  or  tittle,  because  the  principles  which 
constitute  the  safety  of  the  North,  constitute  the 
safely  of  the  South.  The  oueetion'is:  Is  the  Mis- 
souri oompromise  repealable  ?  The  people  want 
to  know  whether  this  bill  can  be  enacted  without 
a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  He  held 
that  this  eompromise  is,  like  other  acts,  repeal- 
able.  He,  however,  questioned  this  a  little  at  one 
time. 

If  it  should  be  found  that  it  was  unwise  to  in- 
vest the  people  of  these  Territories  with  the  power 
to  settle  the  question  of  slavery  for  themselves,  he 
should  console  himself  with  the  reflection  that  it 
is  always  well,  where  there  is  a  doubt  aa  to  the 
eonstraction  of  the  Constitution,  to  givs  to  the 
people  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

He  replied  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Gbow,]  who, 
he  said,  had  misrepresented  the  sentiment  of  the 
North,  no  doubt  unintentionally. 

Mr.  CHA8TAIN  contended  that  this  measure 
waa  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Constitution, 
juat  to  the  North  and  the  South,  and  to  the  peo- 
ple who  were  hereafter  to  inhabit  the  Territories 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  He  also  contended 
that  the  restriction  of  3€0  sc  waa  forced  dpon  the 
South,  was  unconstitutional,  and  was  only  sub- 
mitted to  by  that  section  for  reasons  weighty  in 
themselves. 

Mr.  BDMANDS.  1  have  madeseveral  attempts 
to  address  tha  committee  on  the  bill  before  us.  I 
remained  here  daring  the  night,  until  the  recess  of 
this  mominr,  in  hopes  to  get  an  opportunilT  of 
so  doing.  I  saw  many  gentlemen  given  tneir 
hour.  An  hour  toipeak !  It  vras  an  hour  for  sleep; 
past  the  hours  of  business;  ay,  even  those  of  recre- 
ations; an  hour  fit  only  for  dark  dasigns;  fit  only 
for  such  an  oatrage  as  is  being  perpetrated  on  the 
moral  sense  of  the  North,  in  the  attempt  to  pass 
this  bill,  compatible  with  the  foul  means  adopted 
to  force  it  through  the  House!  I  appeal  to  the 
sober  sense  of  thia  House,  whether  it  is  proper, 
whether,  in  the  spirit  of  American  liberty,  to  carry 
on  the  businessof  legislation  at  such  unseasonable 
hours?  I  protest,  in  the  name  of  my  constitneney , 
against  being  kept  up  here  at  the  behest  of  an 
imperious  majority,  during  midnight  hours,  to 
legislate  on— — 
7Hera  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  LYON  said  he  designed,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill  in  tlie  fol- 
lowing form: 

Sac.  t.  JIni  it  U  fiiTiktr  muM,  That  the  exeentive 
power ahd  aoihoritjr  in  and  overialdTerriinry  ofNebnuka 
•hall  be  vealed  in  a  Governor  who  muall  aa  blbctbd  bt 
THE  raoric  or  baid  Tkeritoky.  The  Governor  (hall 
mide  within  ndd  Terrlinry,  thall  be  commanderin-ehigf 
er  the  mililia  UiereoT,  aliall  peribrm  the  doiie*  and  receive 
the  emolumenia  or  aupeilnlend^nt  of. Indian  aflUrt,  and 
■hall  approve  of  all  lawa  paiaed  bjr  the  Leglalative  Anem- 
bly  before  thnr  ahall  lake  eflect ;  he  may  irsnt  pardona  and 
retpilea  fnroffenaei  aiminal  Ibe  lawa  of  naid  Territory,  shall 
eommlastoa  all  oAeen  wbo  aheil  be  appointed  lo  office 
under  the  iawi  of  the  aaid  Terrimy,  and  ahall  take  care 
that  the  lawa  be  iUthfolly  eieonted. 

He  said  that  he  would  ajvail  himself  of  ths  oc- 
casion to  present  to  the  members  of  the  House 


and  the  country  hia  views  on  the  bill,  and  on  tho 
propriety  of  the  amendment  he  suggested. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON  then  addressed  the  oom> 
mittee.  He  said  that  beforethe  debate  shouM  bo 
finally  closed  upon  thia  bill,  and  while  ita  defeat, 
though  now  scarcely  to  be  hoped  for,  was  still 
possible,  and  the  evil  it  foreboded  might  yet  be 
averted,  he  desired  to  state  the  eiounds  on  which 
he  had  hitherto  opposed,  and  mould  continue  to 
oppose,  the  pasaage  of  this  odious  and  dangerous 
measure. 

He  was  opposed  to  'the  pcusage  of  the  bill  ofl 
many  grounds. 

He  objected  to  it,  in  die  firat  place,  baeanse 
there  is  no  immediate  necessity  for  the  'Organisa- 
tion of  the  proposed  Territories,  and  the  measure 
waa  therefore  premature.  No  reason  had  been 
assigned,  here  or  elsewhere,  satisfactory  to  his 
mind,  for  such  organicatioa.  There  is  no  popu- 
lation new  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  Ter- 
ritories to  demand  it.  There  can  be  no  population 
there,  Uaqfully,  so  long  as  the  Indian  intercourse 
act  remains  unrepealed.  That  act  forbids  the 
ingress  into  those  Territories  of  all  persona  not 
belonging  to  the  Indian  tribes,  other  than  the 
authorized  agenta  of  tha  GoTemroent,  and  such 
as  ahall  have  a  temporary  and  revocable  license 
from  the  Government,  and  that  solely  for  tho 
nurposes  of  trade. 

This  act  was  passed  for  the  protection  of  tha 
Indian  tribes  agaimt  iHtruaion,  and  the  public 
domain  from  encroachments  by  unlawful  settle- 
ments, and  in  fulfillment  of  solemn  treaty  stipu- 
lations made  by  the  United  Slates  with  thtaa 
tribes.  It  could  not  be  repealed  without  a  breach 
nf  good  faith  thus  pledged  by  the  Government. 
Not  a  foot  of  the  ami  within  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
posed Territories  is  now  owned  by  a  white  man; 
and,  until  surveyed  and  opened  fafsale  and  entry, 
no  title  to  any  portion  or  it  can  be  acquired  or 
lawftdly  oeeupicd  for  Mttlement. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,  in  the  ssoond  place,  be- 
cause it  is  againat  tha  sound  policy  of  the  Got- 
ernment  to  extend  its  land  system  over  this  por- 
tion of  the  public  domsin,  and  to  open  them  for 
settlement.  Tha  Government  has  large  quantities 
of  public  lands  now  lying  nnaotd  ana  unoccupied 
within  tha  limits  of  tha  new  States,  and  in  tho 
Territories  already  organieed,  which  ought  drat 
to  be  settled.  He  maintained  that  it  waa  not 
good  policy  lo  diffnas  tha  population  of  the  coon- 
try  over  so  vast  an  expanse  of  coantry.  It  would 
greatly  increase  the  burdens,  without  contribu- 
ting in  the  eliehteet  degree  to  the  prosperity  or 
happiness  of  the  people,  or  to  the  development 
of  tne  resources  of  tne  coantry.  It  «oald  be  a 
hindrance  to  both.  Emigration  waa  needed,  all 
the  emigration  indeed  that  can  be  led  in  the  di- 
rection of  Oregon,  Washington,  Utah,  and  New 
Mexico. 

The  Government  had  adopted  the  policy  of  en- 
couraging the  settlement  of  those  Territories  by 
holding  out  large  bounties  in  donations  of  pablie 
lands  aa  inducementa  to  emigration.    He  was  op- 

Sosed  to  the  bill  under  consideration,  aa  a  measure 
irectly  calculated  to  counteract  this  policy.  Ithad 
been  said ,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  would  aweep 
over  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
whether  these  territorial goyemmentaahottM  be  ea- 
tablished  or  not,  and  in  spite  of  the  prohibitions  of 
law.  He. was  unwilling  to  believe  that  thia  Oov^ 
emment  is  powcriess  to  protect  its  own  pablie 
domain  against  its  own  citizens,  or  against  any 
aggreaaion,  come  from  what  quarter  it  might.  Ha 
was  unwilling  to  concede  that  the  dcareat dictates 
of  sound  policy  should  be  yielded  to  any  species 
of  fillibaaterism. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,  in  the  third  plaesi  bo> 
cause  it  violates  the  public  fiuth,  pledged  by  numer> 
ous  treatiea  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  0>e  limits 
of  the  proposed  Territories.  The  United  States 
had  guarantied  to  these  tribes  their  homes,  set 
apart  for  them  by  treaty,  as  permanent  homes,  to 
be  enjoyed  by  them  forever  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  white  settlements.  These  treaties  remain. 
In  letter  and  in  spirit  the  Government  is  bound  by 
the  highest  obligationa  of  good  faith  j  to  guaranteo 
and  protect  these  homes  of  the  aborigines.  And 
thia  might  be  done,  as  he  had  shown,  consistently 
with  tha  eound  policy  of  the  Government,  having 
reference  only  to  ita  own  best  interests. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,  in  the  fourth  place,  be- 
canae  it  repealed  the  Miaaoori  compromise,  a 
compromise  to  which  the  national  fiuui  had  beaii 
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■olcmnly  pleds;ed  ander  eircamstancf*  which  give 
it  a  sanction  scarcely  leaa  aacred  than  that  which 
attaches  to  ths  Gonstitution  itself.  It  embodies 
the  mutual  pledges  of  the  two  great  sections  of 
the  country,  and  had  hitherto  been  saoredly  main- 
tained by  both.  Its  constitutionality  waa  clear 
and  undoubted.  He  should  not  slop  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  true  of  any  portion  of  the  North 
that  it  may  not  rightfully  or  gracefully  remon- 
stiaia against  its  repeal,  bseause  opposed  to  it  at 
the  liais  of  its  ensotment.  This  cannot  be  truth- 
fully said  of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey.  She  w«s 
a  oarty  to  it,  and  it  owes  ib/sxistence  to  the  votes 
of  her  RepresrntatiTcs  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 
As  a  RepreaentatiTC  from  New  Jersey,  in  her 
name,  and  in  conformity  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  great  body  of  her  pe»ple,  he  demanded  the 
fulfillment  of  the  bond.  He,  for  one,  would  not 
b«tray  her. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,in  the  fifth  place,  be- 
cause it  is  designed  to  authorize  slavery  extension 
to  regions  now  dedicated  to  freedom,  and  is  thus 
opposed  not  only  to  the  policy  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Republic,  but  to  the  true  policy  of  the  Union 
at  this  period  of  our  progress,  and  to  the  spirit  of 
the  age  in  which  we  live.  He  deprecated  it  as  a 
fountain  of  bitter  watera.and  as  fruitful  of  danger 
to  the  Union, 

Mr.  SAOB.'  Mr.  Chairman,  the  hour  having 
arrived  to  close  debate  on  the  bill  to  organize  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  get  the  fioor  to  express  my  views 
in  rtbtioiv  to  the  same,  I  ask  permission  of  the 
commiuee  to  publish  in  the  Qlobe  the  remarks 
which  i  intcfloed  to  have  made  to  the  committee 
on  this  subject. 

On  moUoo  by  Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia, 
all  gentlsmeo  similarly  situated  obtained  that  priv- 
ilege. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  to  which 
debaitahad  been  limited  by  an  order  of  die  House, 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  pToMadwl  tocloaethcgen- 
cral  ddmw  oa  thi*  bill,  remarking  that  the  propo- 
sitions which  it  contained  to  secure  the  equality  of 
the  States  and  the  ri^U  of  the  peoplct  under  the 
CooctiMlion,  must  triumph  evtrywner*. 

During  the  progreaspf  this  debate,  he  remarked , 
Tarious  gentlemen,  rapresenting  what  they  were 
pleas«l  to  call  northern  Slates,  had  said  that 
they  bad  stood  by  the  South  upon  this  question, 
whntn  their  course  did  not  meet  with  ths  approval 
of  their  constituents.  He  occu{Hed  no  such  posi- 
tion. He  stood- by  the  South  whenever  the  prin- 
eiplca  they  maintained  met  the  approval  of  his 
judgment.  All  he  asked  was,  was  it  right  and 
just  ?  would  it  advance  the  great  interests,  and  con- 
tribute to  the  renown  of  the  Republic?  Only  when 
he  had  determined  this  question  in  the  affirmativ* 
had  he  lent  the  South  his  supporL 

Gentlemen  misapprchendea  the  course  he  had 
pursued,  if  they  thought  that  he  had  been  more 
favorable  to  the  North  than  to  theSouth,  or  to  the 
South  than  the  North.'  He  looked  upon  all  sec- 
tions as  his  country,  and  wherever  the  glorious 
banner  of  the  Republic  floated  on  this  land,  that 
land  was  his  country.  To-day  he  would  fight  to 
defend  the  interests  of  any  section. 

Ha  then  replied  to  various  arguments  against 
the  bills  and  urged  its  friends  to  reject  alt  amend- 
ments, and  pass  ths  substitute  as  it  now  stood. 

"Che  debate  on  the  Nebraska  bill  having  closed, 

Th«  CHAIRMAN.  Before  we  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  by  seetioBs,  the  Chair 
willjaak  the  Clerk  to  reed  so  much  of  the34th  rule 
4>f  tlut  House  as  applies  to  the  five-minute  debate. 

Mr.  DBANj  (at  one  o'clock,  p.  m.)  I  move 
that  th«  eororoiUaedo  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  put  the 
questioq  after  the  rule  is  read. 

A  portibn  of  the  34th  rule  was  read, as  follows: 

<<  PnnUti,  That  wbare  debate  ia  cloaad  by  order  of  the 
Bouae,  sny  member  ahall  be  allowed,  in  commiuee,  Ave 
minatas  to  explain  any  ainendmeni  he  may  olTer;  an«r 
whieli  say  nwniberwtao  aball  Ont  obtain  die  floor,thall  he 
allowed  to  apeak  Ave  mjnuira  in  oppoaition  lo  U ;  and  there 
ahall  )>e  no  lurtj^er debate  on  Ihe amendment;  but  Ibe  tame 
privllega  on  denite  thad  be  allowed  in  favor  of,  and  againii 
any  kineiidmaotaiat  may  be  oflbred  to  Ihe  amendment;  and 
neltber  the  anMnibaeni  nor  Ibe  aineiidment  lo  the  amend- 
ment ahall  b«  withdrawn  by  die  mover  thereof,  uniaaa  by 
the  unanlmoiu  content  of  the  committee." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  called  forthe«eadingof 
this  rule  for  the  purpose  of  saying  to  tb«  com- 
mittee that  1  intend  to  act  strietly  u;:^  the  letter 
of  tba  irulst  wmI  to  insist  that  spsccheamust  be  for 


the  ameoilment  or  against  the  amendment;  not  to 
the  bill  and  ngaJiist  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  took  the  floor.    . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  ThegenUeman  from  Indi- 
ana cannot  hold  the  floor  now. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  do  not  intend  to 
question  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  nor  to  infringe 
on  the  rules  of  the  House;  but  1  rise  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricrardbon] 

The  CHAIRMAN,  (interrupting.)  The  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  has  no  power  to  extend  any 
courtesy  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  The 
committee  are  now  under  the  five-minute  rule,  and 
the  Chair  shall  enforce  the  rule  strictly. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York, 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  demanded  tell- 
ers. 

Telle[swere  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Camfbell 
and  Chiitain  were  appointed. 

The  question  waa  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  62,  noes  te. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  now  re- 
port the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  all  that  follows, 
after  the  word  "  included,"  at  the  end  of  the  third 
line,  and  substituting  in  lieu  thereof  what  1  acnd 
to  the  Chair;  and  if  the  committee  will  allow  me, 
I  will  explain  to  them  precisely .  the  character  of 
the  amendment. 

[The  amendment  proposed  was  the  bill  oiganiz- 
ing  a  territorial  government  for  Nebraska,  passed 
by  the  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.] 

Several  Meubkrb.    L«t  it  be  read. 

Mr.  EDG  ERTON.  It  may  be  read  now,  or  at 
tha  doae  of  my  five  minutes.  I  prslar,  however, 
to  say  what  1  nave  to  say  now. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  explain,  if  psnhiued, 
that  the-  bill  which  1  now  propose  la  tha  bill 
passed  by  tkik  House  during  ths  last  Congress, 
and  on  the  lOth  day  of  Fabruary,  1853.  When 
ths  gentleman  firom  Illinois  (fi^.  RtcBAaoiaii] 
intri^aeed.  ths  Houss  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee, to  organize  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  I  gave  notica  to  ths  House  thai  I  would 
ofi°ar  this  bill  as  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  I  did  it,  sir,  because  I  beUsved  it  to  bs 
the  best  bill  that  could  be  passsd  to  organize  these 
Territories,  and  because  it  passed  this  House  with 
only  forty-three  votes  against  it,  and  seventeen  of 
the  votes  ia  its  favor  were  soatfaem  vols*. 

It  wsnt  to  the  Senate,  waa  supported  by  the 
Senator  from  illiiwis,  [Mr.  Dooolas,]  by  ths 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Atohiion,]  and  by 
aeventsen  other  Senators,  who  voted  lo  take  it  up 
out  of  its  order.  During  the  whole  time  it  waa 
before  Congress  for  consideration,  no  sectional 
question  was  raised,  eithecin  this  House  or  in  the 
Senate,  in  relation  to  it.  It  gave  rise  to  no  sec- 
tional argument;  it  created  no  sectional  difficulty. 
It  was  not  stated  in  this  House  that  it  Mras  naees- 
sary  to  rcpsal  the  Miasouri  compromise  in  order 
to  do  justice  to  the  South;  neither  was  it  intimated 
that  it  waa  inconaistsnt  with  ths  prineipiss  of  ths 
legislation  of  1850.  Tha  time  had  not  coma  for 
that  violation  of  compacts. 

At  that  time  the  only  objection  that  was  made 
to  it  was,  thatit  did  injustice  to  the  Indiana.  That 
objection, however,  was  obviated  by  amandments, 
and  it  passed  this  House,  and  I  believe  it  would 
hava  passed  the  Senate  if  it  had  had  a  fitir-vote. 
That  vote  waa  prevented  by  the  urseat  necessity 
of  compering  the  appropriation  biUs. 

This  amendment  whico  I  ofler  proposes  to  or- 
ganize but  one  Territory.  If  one  Territory  waa 
all  that  was  then  reouired.  It  is  all  that  ia  required 
now;  for  there  haa  Men  no  material  increase  in 
the  white  popolalion  since  that  time.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  any  satisfactory  reason  assi^ed  by  any 
one  who  haa  spoken  upon  the  subject,  in  this 
House  or  in  the  Senate,  not  even  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  who  has  last  spoken  upon  the  bill, 
why  there  should  be  two  Territories  organized  at 
this  time.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiiira 
was  in  that  Territory,  I. believe,  in  October  last, 
and  slates  there  was  but  eleven  white  men  le^ly 
in  the  Territory.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  RicHABDaoN]  thinks  that  two  Territoriea 
ate  necessary,  but  assigns  no  substantial  reason 
for  the  organization.  He  says,  if  we  are  to  have 
the  fight  upon  ihia  question  of  organiiaxion,  wa 


might  as  well  have  it  now, and  for  two  Territories, 
as  at  any  other  time. 

But  if  two  Territoriea  are  to  beorganized,  why 
not  provide  for  a  fair  division  ?  The  country 
which  it  is  proposed  to  organize  into  the  Territory 
of  Kansas  is  much  ths  moat  valuable  portion, 
and  that  portion  which  will  most  likely  be  the 
first  to  be  settled  and  formed  into  8tatea,iand  con- 
tains not  more  than  a  third  or  a  fourth  of  the 
entire  Territory  of  Nebraska.  It  is  only  about 
one  fourth  the  size  of  that  which  it  is  proposed  lo 
organiaa  into  tha  remaining  Territory  of  Na- 
braaka.  I  say,  therefore,  that  if  it  is  necessary 
that  there  shoakl  be  two  Territories,  why  not 
mak^afair  division?  Pivkte  the  Territories  ao 
that  thay  shall  be  as  nearly  equal  asnossible  in 
soil  and  indaaementa  foraattlcinent.  Third ivision 
profMwed  euta  off  firom  the  Territory  of  Nabraska 
the  moat  valaabia  portion  for  tha  Territory  of 
Kansas,  that  beat  adapted  for  profitable  slave 
labor— and  intended  forit— end  leaves  the  northern 
portion,  barren  and  uninhabitable,  for  the  people 
of  tha  Nonh. 

Another  reason  why  we  should  paaaiha  subali- 
tulc  1  have  offered  ia,  (hat  it  eontama  more  of- tha 
prineiplea  of  noa-intervcniien  and  self-govern- 
ment tkan  are  lo  he  found  in  tha  substitute  offered 
by  the  ganlleman  from  Illinois.  Upon  that  ques- 
tion I  ehallange  him  to  a  discussion  apon  tha 
meriu  of  the  two  bills.  This  bill,  sir,  gives  no 
veto  power  to  the  Governor  of  Ihe  Territory.    By. 


it  the  people,  in  their  legislative  eapeeityi  are  su- 
preme. They  do  in  fact  govern  themselves  by 
making  their  own  lawe.    Neither  the  ori^nal  bill, 


no*  the' substitute  of  (ha  gentleman,  whieh  is  the 
Senate  bill,  permits  tham  lo  do  ao.  It  takea  from 
Con^eaa  die  power  to  revise  the  lej^islation  of  tha 
Terniory;  and  in  other  reapaeia  it  ptacca  mora 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and,  if  thera 
be  any  truth  in  tha  ioctrina  of  non-intervention, 
it  ia  coMaiocd  in  thia  biH,  and  la  a  greater  extent 
than  in  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  gentleman. 
And,  another  thing.  My  amendment  proposea 
to  give  to  Ike  free  white  iniwbitants  of  Ihe  Terri- 
tory the  privilege  of  ths  dactrva  franchise.  That 
is  a  priviiageliot  Ibund  in  the  other  bills,  butpitH 
hibitad  by  them. 

But  the  grsataat  of  all  rcaaoaa  why  northern 
men  abeaM  aupport  tha  bill  of  the  taat  Congress, 
which  ia  my  amendment,  is,  that  it  does  not  pro- 
pose (ha  repeal   of-  the  Miaaoari  compromise. 
During  the  last  Con||rsss,  when  thatbiirwas  under 
consideration  in  this  House,  no  aoothem  man 
dared  la  gat  «p  and  move  a  repeal  of  that  eom- 
promiae.    The  time  had  not  arrived  when  thai 
impoaitioB  on  the  North  waa  to  be  attempted.  . 
Southern  men  voted  for  the  'bill  as  it  was.    Tha 
gentlcinen  from  Georgia,  [Messrs.  Toombs  and 
Stbtbehs}  were  memberaciif  thia  Haaae,and  then, 
as  new,  the  jraloua  and  zealoua  guardians  of  the 
rights  of  the  South;  but  they  did  not  discover  that 
their  rights  required  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  or  that  the  lepslation  of  1850  waa 
inconaiatrnt  with  it,  or  with  ths  bill.   The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinohan,) 
gentlemen  from  Louisiana,  gentlemen  from  Vir-^ 
ginia,  all  voted  for  ths  bill.    No  man  dared  to'' 
raise  ths  qusstion  that  it  was  neeaaaary  to  repeal 
the  Miasanri  eompramiae  in  order  .to  do  jusUee  to 
the  Boatk.    But  in  one  abort  year  Ibe  neceasities 
of  politica  have  demanded  its  repeal,  and  pop- 
ular severeignty  has  been  seixed  upon  by  north- 
ern man  who  liaye  been  elevated  by  its  power, 
and  fear  its  vengeairae  for  (heir  errora,  aa  an  ex- 
euaa  for  tha  vi<Mation  of  a  oompael  whioh  reason 
and  jaatiea  anscainsd.    Popular  aoyeraignty  ia  not 
a  new  doelrine.    It  ia  aa  old  as  tha  Union,  and 
^oea  everywhere  with  the  American  eitiaen,  except 
into  tkeTerritoriesofKansaa  and  Nebraska,  tinder 
the  bill  ^am  endeavoring  ta  amend.    They  ex- 
clude it.   The  peoplethere  would  notbaaoyareign. 
The  great  law  that  tha  majority  sliall  role,  would 
there  have  no  exiatanee.    The  legialatien  ia  to 
be  eantrolled  by  a  Ctovsmor  not  the  ch^ce  of  the 
people,  beyond  their  reach.    The  veto  power  ia 
tMid  siMogn  anywhere,  but  it  is  nionatroua  when 
exercised   by  an  Executive  not  elected   by  (he 
people  nor  responsible  to  them,  bat  who  holds  his 
ofiioe  in  defiance  of  their  wishes. 

Mr.  GIDDIN08.    is  it  in  order  to  move  lo 
perfect  the  matter  prapoaed  to  be  atrieken  oat )  - 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  now  tmk  that  the  omend- 
ment  whieh  I  offered  be  read. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.    It  will  be  i«ad. 

The  Clerk  then  procleded  to  read  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  QIDDIN6S.  I  move  to  amend  die  first 
aection  of  the  bill  by  itriking  out  all  between  the 
words  "  Nebraska,"  in  tlve  eighteenth  line,  and 
tht  word  "  provided,"  in  the  iwentv-Mcond  line. 

The  words  proposed  to  be  strioksa  out  were 
reported  bf  the  Clerk,  aa  foHowsj     - 

"Ant  wbSB  adained  m  a  Suite  or  amei,  (he  nM  Ter- 
riiorr,  m  any  pnitinn  of  die  Mune,  ■ImII  be  reeeired  Idio 
th«  union,  with  or  witboul  •lavery,  u  tbeir  eonatintlon 
nia;  pretcribe  at  tbe  lime  uftlieir  admiaaion." 

Mr.  aiDDINGS.  It  is  unneeeaiaiT  that  I 
•bould  say  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill.  1  winh  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  that  port 
which  says  what  future  Congresses  akall  do,  and 
what  they  shall  not  do.  Such  a  provision  is  ut- 
terly and  palpably  at  variance  with  the  constnic- 
tiou  which  every  statesman  has  ever  given  to  the 
Constitution. 

The  absurdity  of  the  proposition  that  to  legis- 
late for  those  who  shall  oome  after  us,  or  attempt 
to  determine  what  our  successors  shall  do  in  rela- 
tion to  the  admiisioa  or  rejection  of  a  Slate  with 
slavery  or  without  slavery,  appears  to  me  absurd. 
it  strikes  me  that  no  member  of  the  Houie  will 
be  willing  to  place  his  n«m«  upon  the  record  in 
favor  of  such  a  proposition;  particularly  would  1 
suppose  th&t  to  be  the  case  at  the  present  time, 
when  every  man  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Houic  has  taken  the  position  tiutt  the  roost  solemn 
obligation  of  a  former  Congress,  entered  into 
under  peuiliarcircumstances,  shall  t>e  disregarded, 
trampled,  upon,  and  repudiated.  Am  1  to  stand 
here  and  gravely  enact  wiiot  my  anceeaaort  shall 
do  in  relation  to  admiitint;  States  from  this  Terri- 
tory, with  or  without  slavery,  when  the  record 
•of  this  discussion  will  bear  to  our  suocessors  the 
fs«t  that  the  d^trine  hoa  been  gravely  and  sol- 
emnly denied  in  our  debates, and  in  tliis  very  bill, 
which  declaree  the  Missouri  compromise  inopera- 
tive and  void?  Every  ^member  who  sustains  it 
has  taken  the  ground  that  all  former  attempts  to 
bind  a  subsequent  Congress  are  held  in  contempt. 
.  AVhen  we  see  this  in  the  bill  before  us,  can  we 
turn  around  and  embrace  in  it  directions  tosueh 
future  Conyeeoes  as  may  have  theqaestlMMbefore 
them,«nd  wstruct  themtoadiwisooh  Stotesas 
may  apply  for  admission,  with  just  each  consti- 
tutions as  they  may  happen  to  present? 

Sir,  if  we  possess  the  right  or  the  powers  do 
that,  this  bill  is  itself  aa  uisurdity,  for  it  denies 
the  power.  I  ask  if  gentlemeit  will  maintain  such 
ineoneistencies  j  Do  they  suppose  they  can  make 
the  people  believe  these  absurdities?  WtU  gen- 
tlemen place  such  contradictions  upon  the  record , 
and  with  the  expectation  that  the  people  wHi  not 
detea  them?  The  bill  itself  on  its  very  face  de- 
nies the  obligation  whioh  former  Congresses  have 
attempted  to  impose  upon  ust  and  having  repudi- 
ated tlMitiit  attempu  to  bind  those  whosEaltcome 
after  us.  Sir,  gentlemen  may  make  any  attempts 
in  that  direction  which  they  may  please,^ut  I  tell 
them  that  all  such  attempts  to  bind  our  aueoesaors 
in  future  times  wUI  be  in  vain;  they  will  repudiate 
all  yeur  efforts  to  guide  their  action.  When  they 
see  that  we  have  disregarded  the  will  of  our  pre- 
decessors, who  in  1H2U  consecrated  this  (erriiory 
to  freedom,  they  will  repudiate  this  very  act.  You 
nay  say  to  them  that  theseoew  Sutes  shall  come 
in  .with  or  without  fclavery,a8  they  themselves 
may  determine^  but  your  instruMions  will  be  in 
vain.  You  may  say  that  they  shall  not.  legislate 
upon  thia  sulyret  in  future;  but,  gentlemen,  they 
will  meet  you  on  this  poiiH;  the  free  Siaus  will 
make  their  voices  beard  on  a  subject  in  which 
they  will  have  so  muoh  interest.  The  qniwlion 
.  will  go  before  the  people  ere  that  pflriod  sKall  ar- 
.rive;  the  popular  voice  will  be  heard,  and  the  pop- 
ular influence  will  be  felt,  and  the-  popular  will 
understood,  by  men  who  shall  hold  seats  here 
when  these  Slates  apply  for  admission, ' 

Qentlemen  who  now  appear  to  feel  themselves 
clothed  with  powers  to  condemn  all  past  action  of 
our  preJecessora,  and,  to  guide  all  future  action  of 
our  successors,  will  be  Uhely  In  hear  the  voice  of 
popular  indignation,  pronouncing  the  drend  sen- 
tence of  "  depart,  yt  politically  accursed,  into  outer 
darkness." 

Qentlemen  may  understand  that  we  of  the  North 
recognize  no  oblig;ation  to  associate  in  thin  body 
with  Representatives  from  new  slave  Siates.  1 
think  the  last  slave  State  has  been  admitted .    We 


want  no  more  Rqn-esentatives  in  this  Hall,  unless 
they  are-  the  Representatives  of  yi-tflnen.  Oentle- 
men  cannot  pidm  off  upon  us  a  proposition  so  much 
opposed  to  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  Union.  No,  sir.  When 
these  States  eoroe  in,  they  must  come  BSjV«e  Stales. 
We  want  no  more  Representatives  of  slavery;  we 
must  have  Representatives  of  freemen,  or  none  at 
all. 

Now  it  strikes  me  that  this  proposition  is  so 
palpably  just,  that  I  almost  expect  the  support  of 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I 
look  to  their  support  with  some  degree  of  confi- 
dence. They  must  vote  for  this  amendment  if 
they  intend  to  maintain  consistency  of  aation. 
Their  avowed  doctrines  are  distinctly  in  favor  of 
the  amendment;  and  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  suppose 
they  will  reject  an  amendment  in  such  accordance 
with  the  whole  tenor  of  their  action. 

Mr.CLINOMAN.  lam  opposed  to  theamend- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  hope  it  will 
be  rejected,  i  am  not,  however,  disposed  to  dis- 
cuss it,  and  I  therefore  give  the  balance  of  my  five 
minutes  to  the  committee. 

The  question  now  being  on  Mr.  Giddwoi's 
amendment, 

Mr.  BENNETT.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Sapp  and 
Hamiltow  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  Mr.  Qiddingi's 
amendment;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
the  tellers  having  reported— ayes  53,  noes  not 
counted. 

.  Mr.  WALLEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to 
strike  from  the  first  section  tj^  words  "  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert 
the  words  "  shall  not,  during  the  year  1854,  be," 
so  that,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  the  section 
will  read,  "  thence  down  the  main  channel  of  said 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  jiot,  during 
the  year  1654,  be  created  into  a  temporary  gov- 
ernment by  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska." 

I  do  not  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  any  friend 
of  this  bill  should  regard  the  amendment  which  I 
submit  as  a  frivolous  one.  It  is  net  so  intended  t 
by  me.  It  is  intended  as  a  substantial  amendment. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
committee  on  ths  question  involved,  I  propose  it 
to  the  committee,  and  through  the'committee  1 
wiidi  to  have  it  understood  by  the  country  that  it 
has  been  proposed  as  the  oKve  branch  o(  peace. 
I  Mr.  Cbairilian,  this  House  of  Representatives 
was  hot  elected  on  the  issue  which  is  now  engross-' 
ing  our-  thoughts,  our  hearts,  and  oar  feelings. 
Members  were  sent  here  to.  transact  the  ordinary 
basiness  of  the  country;  if  need  be,  to  create  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska;  and  if  there  be  occasion 
for  more  than  one  Territory,  to  form  two,  by  the 
names  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  or  what  not.  1 
put  it  to  this  committee,  1  put  it  to  the  friends  of 
this  measure,  I  put  it  to  their  own  consciMces,  that 
we  were  not  sent  heife 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  call  the gmtteman  to 
order. 

-  The  CHAIRMAN.  What  is  the  gentleroan  's 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  The  gentleman  is  not 
discusstng  the  proposition  involved  in  his  amend- 
ment. .  '  . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentlenun  ft«m  Mas- 
sachusetts proposes  that  the  oill  shall  take  effect 
at  a  future  period,  and  is  stating  his  reasons  why 
the  amendment  should  be  ad<^ed.  The  Chair  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  gentleman  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  I  do  not  intend  to  travel  one 
iota,  one  hair's  breadth  from  the  Hne  of  order.  I 
say,  with  great  deference  to  the  gentlennm  who 
htu  interrupted  me,  that  I  am  strictly  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceed, 

Mr.  WALLEY.  Allow  ne  to  say  to  this 
committee,  that  weare'unprepared  to  act  upon  this 
matter  now;-  we  were  not  ilelMed  for  this  purpose; 
and  if  gentlemen  do  not  agree  with  me  in  this 
sentiment  now,  they  will  be  convinced  that  I  anT^ 
right  before  the  present  year  closes. 

I  am  telling  gentlemen  what  I  know  from  what 
I  hear,  and  from  what  my  eonstitaents  write  to 
me,  I  have- letters  from  the  most  conservative 
men  in  Mhssachusetts,  from  men  who  have  stood 
by  the  institutions  of  this  country,  and  by  all  the 
comproimHs  Caiihfolly  and  fearlessly,  and  Ihey 
^lell  me  "  you  are  periling  everything;  pray  tell 


us,  cannot  yon  make  the  Sonlh  undetstand  that 
they  are  jeopardizing  tbeir  owA  interests,  as  well 
OS  the  interests  of  the  whole  country  ?*' 

Such  is  the  language  that  is  written  to  me  by 
men  who  have  been  the  most  conservative  men  in 
Boston  and  in  Massachusetts,  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  I  have  offered  this  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  to  the  friends  of  this  bill,  to 
those  who  wish  to  itish  it  through  the  present 
Congress  with  hot  haste,  that  I  ask  them  to  pause 
until  there  have  been  elections  held,  until  the  peo- 
ple shall  have  spoken  in  their  primary  assemblies 
on  this  question,  until  we  have  heard  fVom  our 
eonstitaents  North  and  South.  Why,  sir,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  fV-om  a  friend  in  North  Carolina, 
this  morning,  saying  thathAsympathnes  with  me 
in  the  views  expressed  inlny  speech  the  other 
day,  and  that  the  South  were  making  a  mistake, 
in  nis  judgment,  upon  this'matter,  and  I  am  well 
convineea  that  vast  numbers  of  southern  people 
cherish  widely  different  sentiments  from  those 
which  are  urged  upon  this  floor,  and  pressed  upon 
the  ooaittry  by  politicians 

[Here  the  hsmmer  fell]  ,' 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  1  am  apposed  to  the  amend- 
ment,  and  ask  for  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  WASH  BURN,  of  Maine.  I  coll  for  tellers 
on  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordere<I;  and  Messrs.  WnsELKa 
and  Bridges  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  77,  noes  103. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  wish  to  offerthe  follow- 
ing amendment  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  first  section 
of  this  bill,  after  the  words  "  to  wit,"  strike  out 
all,  including  the  word  "  beginning,"  in  the  seven- 
teenth line,  and  insert  the  following: 

Beginning  si  a  point  on  the  wencm  bnnndnry  of  (He 
Sute  of  MiMOurt  wliere  the  thirty  tcvrnth  parallH  ornorth 
laUiudecrooea  Uie  name;  thence  wenwnrdon  nid  parallel 
to  ih«  «aisl>-rii  boundary  nf  New  Mexico ;  ihenes  north  on 
•aid  boundary  to  latitude  38° ;  iliencc  rollnwing  raid  bound- 
ary wpntwnnl  to  the  east  boundary  nfOlah,  or  Uienimniit 
of  the  Eocky  Mi>untaina ;  thence  on  aaid  minnitt  northward 
to  the  forty-ninth  paisHel  of  north  latiMde  ;  thence  east  oa 
iaid  parallel  to  tlie  western  boundaiy  of  Minnesota ;  thence 
flouthwnrd  on  said  boundary  to  the  Mistdssippi  river; 
thence  dnwn  the  msln  clianuel  of  said  river  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

This  amendment  includes  both  Nebraska  and 
Kansas,  and  hence  makes  one  instead  of  two  t«r- 
ritorioi  governments. 

loSertfais  amendment  in  good  ftith,  not  ex- 
pecting, however,  that  it  will  be  carried  in  this 
committee;  because  I  perceive  that  there  is  a  ma- 
jority in  fhvor  of  doing  what  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  [Mr.  Richardson]  an- 
nounced should  be  the  order  of  business-^that  is, 
to  votedown  every  amendment  proposed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman  (him  New 
York  must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  amendment 
he  offem. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so. 
The  geotleman  from  Illinois  |Mr.  Richardson] 
said  that  he  proposed  to  organize  two  Territories 
now,  for  the  reason  that  if  he  omitted  to  do  so  he 
anticipated  another  fight  in  an  attempt  to  organize 
another,  and  hence  he  intended  to  organize  two 
now.  Why  now?  Because,  if  there  should  be 
another  fight,  on  which  side  will  be  the  victory  is 
not  doubtful.  Is  the  eentleman  afraid  to  leave 
this  question  to  thepoptilar  voice?  He  advocates 
the  doctrine  of  popular  sovereighty  with  great 
energy.  He  claims  to  rely  upon  that  principle  as 
sustaining  this  bill,  but  h^  has  not  the  courage  to 
act  upon  nis  principle,  and  trust  the  popular  sover- 
eignty to  decide  whether  we  shall  have  two  Terri- 
tories or  one.  Such  a  position  has  tiever  before 
been  taken  in  this  House,  nor  in  any  legislative 
body,  in  my  belief,  as  the  one  here  announced  by 
the  gentleman — in  effect  that  they  will  legislate, 
not  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill,  not  for  the  wants 
of  the  country,  not  for  its  interests  or  its  welfare, 
but  simply  because  they  chance  to  have  the  power, 
it  shall  oe  exercised  ivhile  they  have  it  to  organize  , 
two  Territories  over  this  land  where  it  is  not  de- 
nied, in  fact  it  is  virtually  conceded,  that  only  one 
territorial  government  is  retjaired,  as  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  there  are  inhabitants  enough  in  the 
whole  territory  now  to  form  a  small  village. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  might  as  well  go  one  step 
further — his  position  will  carry  him  there — he 
might  as"  well  admit  both  these  Terfitories  as 
States  now.  It  may  save  strife,  and  thi  Constitu' 
turn  does  not  prohibit  it.    This  oi|;anizing  two 
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Territoriaa,  wh«d  he  concedes  that  only  one  m 
■eccMarv,  rrom  the  aearcitjr  of  population,  U  at 
war  with  the  action  of  thia  Oavernment  aa  to 
TerrMortes  from  iia  carlieat  hiMor^  to  the  present 
day.  The  practice  has  been  nniform  to  diride 
lerritories  as  the  increase  ofpopulation  reouircd 
it.  The  whole  Northwest  Territory,  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  rifer,  was  or^nized  under  one  gov- 
ernment  at  first,  from  which  five  States  are  now 
formed.  This  was  afterwards  divided  into  other 
Territories  as  the  increased  population  demanded. 
Indiana  Territory,  which  was  very  extensive, 
was  first  organized  in  the  same  manner.  Out  of 
Indiana  Territory  was  taken  Michigan  Territory; 
and  from  Michigan  was  taken  Wisconsin,  and  so 
on.  So  in  1848,  a  territorial  ^vernment  for  Oregon 
was  formed,  and,a^ppulaiion  increased  in  1853, 
Washington  Territl^  was  formed  from  a  part  of 
Oregon. 

Now,  however,  a  new  course  of  policy  is  to  be 
adopted,  andat  a  heavy  and  unnecessary  annual 
expense,  to  be  paid  by  this  Qovernment,  about 
|IOO,000  per  annum  foreoch  territorial  government. 
We  are  to  have  two,  when  only  one  is>required, 
simply  because  the  gentleman  fears  another  con- 
test. He  baa  not  the  courage  to  risk  it.  I  speak 
of  courage  in  a  political  sense — not  otherwise,  of 
course,  aa  I  know  the  gentleman  to  be  a  true  man 
in  every  respect.  The  only  merit  in  such  legisla- 
tion, I  believe,  is  its  novelty;  and  in  this  progress- 
ive sge  perhaps  that  is  a  merit 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WRIQHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  object  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
•a  the  ground  that  these  Territories  are  too  large 
to  be  embraced  under  the  one  government. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment, 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered ;  and  Messrs. 
jCaANDLEK,  and  Habrii  of  Alabama,  wsrs  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
'-ayes  a3,  noes  100. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MACE.  1  propose  to  add  to  the  follow- 
ing words  of  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill: 

"  And  wlwn  sdmitled  u  a  Slate  or  Statu,  the  nid  Ter- 
litoiy,  or  any  poninn  of  ibe  ume,  •hsil  be  received  into 
llie  Ij  nloii,wltB  nr  wilhnut  ilavery ,  ai  tbelr  eoiuIUaiioa  UMJ 
prescrilw  at  tbs  time  of  their  odmiHion," 

the  following  words: 

And  Uie  Territorial  Legiflatore  eball  have  power  to 
admit  or  exclude  alaverjr  al  any  liiae  by  law. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  allow  the  amendment  to  be  reported  from  the 
Clerk's  desk,  so  that  we  may  all  know  what  it  is. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  .  The  Chair  woilld  request 
gentlemen  who  have  aniendments  to  ofier  to  re- 
duce them  to  writing,  so  that  they  may  be  read 
from  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  MACE.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  good  faith  I 
propose  the  following  amendment  to  the  bill  under 
consideration:  losertafler  the  word  "admission," 
in  ti)e  first  section: 

Aad  Ibe  Legialanire  of  asid  Terriiory  la  hereby  etolhed 
with  Ml  power,  at  arnr  aeation  tbereoT,  to  eataMlah  or  pro- 
hibit slavery  In  nid  Territory. 

This  amendment  is  offered  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  the  sincerity  of  western  members  who  sup- 

fort  the  bill,  and  espscially  my  colleagues  from 
ndiana.  With  them,  and  in  my  State,  the  bur- 
den of  the  son^  on  the  port  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  is,  that  it  establishes  the  great  doctrine  of  pop- 
ular eovsreignty,  whereby  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory are  left  "  perfedly  free,"  through  the  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature,  to  aidmit  or  reject  slavery. 

I  know,  and  every  man  knows  who  has  rtad 
the  bill  carefully,  that  it  does  not,  and  was  not 
intended  to  confer  the  power  upon  the  Territorial 
Legislature  to  pass  laws  rejecting  slavery  or 
admitting  it.  But  if  in  this  I  am  mistaken,  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill  are,  in  fact,  in  favor  of  pop- 
ular eovereienty,  and  more  particularly  theftiends 
of  General  Cait,  the  father  of  the  doctrine  of 
popular  sovereignty  in  the  Territories,  the  com- 
mittee will  readily  adopt  my  amendment,  and 
relieve  the  bill  of  all  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Territorial  Legislatureover  thequeation  of  slavery. 
But,  sir,  full  well  do  I  know  that  the  amendment 
will  be  rejected,  not  by  the  vo'ts  of  the  members 
acting  with  me  against  the  bill,  but  by  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  the  frttended  friends  of  popular  sover- 
eignty,   I  desire  to  place  on  the  record  the  fact 


that  the  friends  of  the  bill  did  most  direedy  and 
distinctly  repudiate  the  doetrineof  ■*  squatter,"  or 
popular  sovereignty,  while  those  who  act  with  me 
support  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  so  far  aa  this  bill 
is  concerned. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  following  clause  of  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  bill  confers  the  power 
upon  the  Lsgislstture  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  to  wilt 

"It  being  the  true  latent  and  meaninforiblaact  not  to 
legialate  alavery  into  any  Territory  or  Sine,  nor  to  exclude 
it  therrfroin,  hut  tn  leave  Ibe  people  tbcreiif  perftctly  free 
.to  Ibrm  and  regulate  their  domcade  in'tltuiiona  in  their 
own  way,  subject  only  to  the  (/onatiiatioD  uf  the  United 
BUies." 

Now,  what  is  the  true  construction  placed  upon 
this  southern  clause  of  the  bill  by  its  friends,  and 
perhaps  others  ?  It  is,  that  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory, when  they  form  a  Statb  constitution,  end  not 
iffore,  are  "  left  ftrfkttly frtt  to  firm  and  ngulate 
their  domestic  itufi^utioiu  (which  means  slarery) 
<M  thtir  oten  way,  svbjkct  onlt  to  the  Consti- 

TDTION  or  THE   UNITED  STATES."     The  Vftte  On 

my  amendment  will  demonstrate  that  I  have  placed 
the  construction  upon  this  clause  intended  by 
those  who  concocted  the  bill.  "  Squatter  sover- 
eignty" has  no  vitality  in  the  bill;  all  she  basis  a 
shori,Jiigh  sounding,  well  adjusted  little  stump 
speech,  put  in  to  enable  venal  presses  and  cross- 
road stump  orators  to  deceive  the  people.  The 
bill,  in  fact,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  ordi- 
nary bill  establishing  Territories,  such  as  has  in 
the  main  been  adopted  since  the  organization  of 
Territories,  except  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise act,  and  the  provision  granting  foreigners 
the  right  to  vote  as  soon  as  they  make  the  decla- 
ration to  become ^tizent.  Members  from  the  free 
States  argue  that  it  does  not  admit  slavery  vmem- 
bers  from  the  slave  States  argue  the  reverse,  with 
the  further  declaration  that  slavery  will  not  go  into 
the  Terriiory  on  account  of  the  soil  and  climate. 
The  truth  is,  that  slavery  wiH  go  into  the  Terri- 
tories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  both,  if  the  bill 
passes  in  its  present  form. 

For  proof  of  this  assertion,  1  assume  the  iiiet, 
and  defy  contradiction,  that  thers  is  not  a  Chris- 
tian country  orGovemmenton  earth  where  slavery 
and  involuntary  ssrvitude  doss  not  exist,  unless 
specially  prohioited  by  law.  All  the  States  of  this 
Union,  where  slavery  does  not  exist,  would  have 
slavery  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  if  a  proliibition 
against  it  dm  not  exist. 

Remove  the  slavery  restriction  in  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois,  and  all  of  those  States  would 
have  shivery,  in  a  few  yean,  equal  to  Maryland, 
Kentucky,  or  Tennessee. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  Will  my  colleague  vote  for 
the  bill  if  his  amendment  is  adopted. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  will.  I  am  aafe  in  making  the 
pledge,  because  I  know  the  amendment  will  be 
rsje^ed  by  the  iViends  of  the  bill,  or,  ifadopted ,  it 
will  defeat  the  bill.  1  will  add,  as  1  have  revisied 
my  remarks  since  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
>ment,  that  the  vote  was,  for  the  amendment  78, 
against  it  94;  but  one  friend  of  the  bill  voted  for 
tne  amendment,  and  that  was  my  colleague,  [Mr. 

EUlOLISH.] 

Mr.  WARREN  obtained  the  floor,  but  yidded 
to 

Mr.  ENGLISH ,  who  said :  I  desire  to  ask  mj 
colleague  one  question.  If  your  amendment  is 
adopted,  will  you  vote  for  this  bill? 

Mr.  MACE.    I  will. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  Then,  for  one,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  amendment,  beeauss  the  same  principle 
which  I  warmly  approve,  is  substantially  incor- 
porated in  the  Senatt  bill,  now  .pending  as  a 
substitots  for  this  House  bill,  and  which  I  have 
no  doubt  will  be  adopted.  I  understand  the 
friends  of  Nebraska  intend  passing  the  substitute, 
and  not  the  original  House  bill,  which  my  col- 
league proposes  to  amend.  We  shall  see  when 
the  vote  is  taken  on  adopting  the  substitnts, 
whether  he  will  stand  by  the  principle  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  flpom  Indiana,  because!  do 
not  want  to  abolish  the  ground  for  making  these 
stump  speeches. 

The  amendment  was  again  reported;  and  the 
question  being  upon  its  adoption, 

Mr.  MACE  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Carpemter  and  Breckin- 
RiDOE  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mace's 


amendment;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
the  tellers  having  report|d — ayes  76,  noes  94. 

So  the  amendment  wss  rejected. 

Mr.  PARKER.  Mr.  Cliairman,  I.  move  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  words  "beginning  al,"  in 
the  sixth,  and  the  whols  of  the  seventh  Tine,  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  words  "a  point  on 
tbs  Missouri  river  where  the  parallel  or  4S0  90' 
crosses  ths  same." 

This  runs  ths  north  boundary  of  Kansas  some 
degrees  further  north.  The  only  difficulty,  sir, 
which  we  have  in  this  bill,  amoonting  to  any- 
thing, is  the  one  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
slavery.  My  amendment  looks  directly  to  that. 
It  will  be  observed,  by  a  reference  to  the  map 
which  gentlemen  have  before  them  in  the  Con- 
gressional Directory,  that  theTerritory  of  Kansas 
Res  to  the  extreme  south  of  the  unorganized 
region,  and,  as  adjusted  in  the  bill,  immMiately 
west  of  Missouri,  and  is  not  more  than  one  foortb 
as  large  as  the  Terriiory  of  Nebraska.  There  ia 
a  vast  difference  in  the  msgnitude  of  the  two  Ter- 
riteries.  Kansas  is  to  the  sooth.  I  wish  to  ran 
it  up  further  north,  and  lap  it  also  upon  Iowa.  If 
siavsry  wouM  go  into  any  portion  of  that  tmor- 
ganizM  territory,  it  would  be  most  apt  to  go  iMo 
th»  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  would  decrease  h> 
relative  strength  as  yon  leave  the  southern  border 
and  go  north.  The  great  body  of  the  population 
which  will  push  out  there  will,  of  necessity,  and 
unquestionably,  go  into  the  southern  part  of  ths 
unorganized  Territory.  That  is  to  say,  it  woold 
strike  into  the  Kansas,  not  the  Nebraska  region. 

My  object  is  to  run  further  north  that  soathera 
portion,  so  as  to  be  sure  of  sccoriiig  a  clear  pr»- 
ponderence  of  inhabitants  firom  the  northern  and 
free  Slates  an  their  emigration  to  the  country,  to' 
the  end  thsd,  if  the  subject  of  stavery  be  rcfernd, 
as  you  propose  to  refer  it,  to  the  peoph  there,  ria- 
very  may  be  excluded  from  thaf  Territory. 

I  have  no  disguise  whatever  aibout  the  object  I 
have  ia  view  in  presenting  this  amendment.  I 
wish  centlemen  from  the  fiee  States  to  understand 
it  perfsetly,  and  then  let  them  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  voi«  against  it  with  their  eyta  open- 
North  of  the  line  that  I  propose  as  the  aortneni 
boundary  of  Kansas,  thers  will  be  very  few  in- 
habitanta,  I  presume,  for  many  year*  to  come.  It 
liee  north  of  the  range  of  all  the  stream  of  travel 
towards  the  Pacific  coast,  as  I  imderstand  it.  It 
lies  north,  as  I  nnderstand  it,  of  nearly  all  the 
white  population  that  is  thers  at  this  time.  It  lies 
north  of  where  the  great  body  of  the  population 
will  go  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Just  in  proportion  as  yon  maltiply  the  popula- 
tion south  of  tbs  line  I  propose,  and  north  of  the 
one  no w  in  the  bill,  will  yon  muWpIr  the  profaabifi- 
ties  of  making  Kansas  ft'ee  soil.  And  Inat  is  my 
objeot  in  offering  the  amendment.  The  great  ob- 
ject that  I  have  had  in  view  from  first  to  last 
M  simply  to  hold  back  slavery  from  this  region, 
and  has  not  been  to  prevent  the  omnization  of 
the  Territory.  I  desire  that  it  sfaaH  be  organized. 
I  voted  in  thi>  last  Congress  for  its  orgamzation. 
There  was  great  unanimity  in  that  vote — no  ex- 
citement or  ill  feeling,  for  this  slavery  fire-brand 
was  not  thsn  thrown  in.  But  I  do  object,  and  the 
whole  North  objects  to  this  rirgin  •oil— dedicated 
long  ago  to  freedom— being  now  made  the  abode 
of  slaves. 

Southern  gsntlsmeH  teH  us  that  thry  have  no 
idea  that  slavery  wiH  ever  go  into  this  Territory, 
and  in  that  I  differ  from  them  ahogether;  tint 
their  object  is  Stoiply  to  wipe  off  from  the  statute-  , 
book  an  ofRbsivs  restriction  that  has  remained 
there  for  years,  and  to  establish  a  frimeifU  that 
they  may  avail  themselves  of  hereafter.  If  thai 
be  really  thnr  sole  object,  my  amendment  docs 
not  affect  that  object  in  the  least.  And  if  they 
are  sirfcere  in  what  they  say — and  h  is  not  tar  ras 
to  question  their  sincerity — they  can  have  no  ob- 
jection to  my  position  of  the  line. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Brooeb]  asks  me  if  1  will  support  the  bin  if  my  < 
amendment  be  adopted.  I  luiswer,  no,  never,  so 
long  as  it  aims  at  tne  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. Let  that  stand  in  full  force  as  it  has  for 
a  full  generation,  and  let  the  foreigner  who  hon- 
estly seeks  a  home  than,  and  so  declares  his  in- 
tention, have  the  privileges  of  an  American  citi- 
zen, as  I  think  he  should,  in  such  a  case,  every- 
where  amongst  us;  and  leaping  over  all  else  in  tna 
bill  that  may  be  objectionable,  1  will  then  go  fat  ^ 
it  with  both  bonds  up. 
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Mr.  BRECKINRIDGB.  Being  unable  to 
a^e  with  my  friend  from  Indiana  in  hit  facta, 
his  ai;gumenM,  or  his  (inclusions,  I  am  con- 
straint to  oppose  his  amendment,  and  1  ask  for 
a  YOte  upon  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Ritcdie,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Hilltbb,  were  appointed. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported—ayes  66,  noes  85. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PLAQLER.  I  oflcr  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  ssetion: 

And  Ibii  set  •hall  not  take  elTect  natil  the  ritliti  of  tbe 
ImHaoa  in  nid  Terrilnrini  aba)!  be  ezlingubned  In  U)« 
manner  provided  by  Ibia  section. 

This  very  section  prescribes  a  way  of  extin- 
guishing the  (itieof  these  Indian  tribes.  It  presup- 
poses that  it  can  be  accomplished,  and  therefore 
It  is  that  in  this  act  ws  are  opening  a  door  for  the 
admission  of  whits  men.  Now,  considering  the 
circumstances  under  which  so  many  of  these  tribes 
havf  been  located  there,  and  the  solemn  guarantee 
which  has  been  extended  to  them  (hat  they  should 
there  dwell  unmolested,  so  long  aa  they  existed 
as  trilMs,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  act  should 
take  effect  only  upon  the  removal  of  this  great  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  our  organizing  the  territorial 
governments  prescribed  by  this  bill.  I  offer  this  aa 
an  additional  reason  for  delay,  and  I  would  join 
my  voice  with  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Wallet]  in  doing  it. 

Another  reason  why  this  committee  should  not 
|>erti8t  in  their  efforts  to  press  through  this  objec- 
tionable bill  is,  that  it  not  only  violates  the  princi- 
ptea  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  but  it  contem- 
plates an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  Indians  of 
thes*  Territories,  and  extends  an  invitation  to 
white  men  to  invade  their  hunting  grounds  pledged 
to  them  forever.  I  submit  this  amendment  to  ihs 
friends  of  the  bill.  The  rights  of  these  red  men 
should  be  held  sacred.  Are  they  willing  to  give 
up  their  homes  in  this  wildsmssa?  The  bill  seems, 
to  kntieipate  it,  and  prescribea  a  method  of  remov- 
ing this  diflieultv;  but  who  can  tell  when  it  will 
be  aeeomplishsa  ?  Until  it  is  done,  the  operations 
of  this  bill  should  bs  suspended. 

And,  meanwhile,  the  action  of  the  people  can  be 
had,  and  their  win  can  be  expreasea  in  reference 
to  the  merits  of  all  the  questions  involved  in  this 
measure.  We  shall  then  not  merely  guess  at, 
but  know  what  they  desire  to  have  done.  I  offer 
this  amendment  in  good  faith,  as  one  very  import- 
ant, in  my  judgment,  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
bill,  and  one  which,  if  adopttd,  will  do  some- 
thing towards  removing  the  objections  which  gen- 
tlemen have  to  its  passage,  vf*  ought  to  give 
time  for  the  sense  or  ths  people  to  be  expressed  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yorii,  and  shall  vote  against  it. 

Ths  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Bnooxt  and 
Wheeler  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taksn;  and  the  tellen  re- 
ported—ayes 63,  noes  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  propose  an  amendiifknt  to 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  come  in  after  the 
word  "  Nebraska,"  in  the  dghteenth  line: 

And  the  Tarrilorial  Legiftature  aball  have  the  power  to 
eatabHib  or  ezcluda  alavety  a*  lo  Uieoi  aliall  seem  pmur. 

Aa  a  national  Democrat,  and  the  only  one  that 
came  into  the  Thirty-First  Congress  rrom  New 
England,  as«n  anti-Wilmot  proviso  man,  I  am 
anxious  to  vote  for  this  bill.  If  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered  shall  be  adopted,  I  shall  voU 
for  it;  if  it  does  not  prevail,  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
as  at  preseiit  adviud.  And,  air,  in  the  spirit  of 
kindness,  I  ask  some  of  those  gentlemen  who 
stood  by  me  in  the  Thirty-First  Congress,  and 
there  are  several  such  from  the  southern  ssetion 
of  the  Union  upon  this  floor  now,  to  yield  a  little 
for  the  aake  of iiarmony.  I  helped  make  the  com- 
promises of  that  period.  I,  sir,  voted  for  every 
one  of  ihe  five  totalled  compromise  measures  of 
1850,  and  when  three  men  only  from  the  slave 
States  did  vote  for  sll  of  them,  and  only  twenty- 
seven  men  in  that  Congress  voted  for  all  of  them. 

This  bill  has  been  advocated  at  the  North  solely 


hai 


upon  the  ground  that  it  gives  to  the  people  of  the 
Territory  the  right  to  legislate  for  themselves  upon 
the  subject  of  slavery  while  in  a  territorial  state. 
I  declare  myself  here  to  be  the  friend  and  advo- 
cate of  that  doctrine,  and  it  is  because  this  bill 
does  not  establish  this  great  American  principle, 
and  vindicate  this  doctrine,  that  1  am  oppooea  to 
it  in  its  present  shspe. 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
Mr.  Phillips,]  in  his  speech  upon  this  subject, 

a  stated  the  true  reading  of  this  bill,  and  the 
reason  why  it  was  made  so.  1  quote  his  re- 
marks: 

"Now,  It  la  admitted  that  a  dilAmiee  of  opinion  eilsu 
between  tlie  different  secUona  of  the  Confederscy,  ss  to  the 
period  when  the  right  of  the  people  of  Ihe  Territory  to  act 
upoi^lie  aubject  or  Ihe  adminion  or  exclution  of  alavvry 
sriaea.  On  the  one  band,  it  ia  raid  that  Uiia  right  exiMa  sa 
anon  as  the  territorial  orgauisatinB  takaa  place;  on  the  oilier 
It  ia  mainuined  thai  it  ia  in  abeyance  uatil  the  people  pro- 
ceed to  eatabliih  a  SutsgovernmenL" 

Again  he  says: 

"  Tbe  bill  lefen  tbe  qneaUon  oflegialalioa  oo  tbe  aabjeet 
of  slavery  to  the  people  oftlie  Terriioriea.  One  side  main- 
talna  that  aueb  legislalion  would  not  be  aoibortzed  nnUI 
the  formation  of  a  Stale  government ;  the  other,  that  It 
would  be  aa  aooneatbe  lerrilorialgovernroentia organized. 
Biu  whether  the  one  or  Ihe  otlicr  oe  correct,  depends  upon 
the  Constiiulinn.  The  bill  ezpressly  (though  nAheeessa- 
rily)  declares  that  their  legislation  aball  be  'anbj«el  to  the 
ConstilutioD  of  the  United  Blues.'  And  thn  difference 
thus  existing  as  to  the  appropriate  period  of  iegislaliog  on 
ttiia  subject  is  left  to  be  decided  by  the  Judicial  Iribuiiala  of 
the  country,  according  to  constitutional  right,  and  the  aup- 
port  of  llM  bill  Involvae  no  eompnmtu  »T  eoncttion  M 
tUMtrtbU." 

The  right  of  popular  sovereignty,  or  the  right 
of  the  people  to  legislate  on  this  vexed  question 
for  themselves,  is  the  (iking,  the  idea  irrdi3piUe,nnd 
is  left  by  the  bill  still  in  doubt,  and  is  referred  not 
lo  the  people,  but  to  the  courts  for  settlement.  In 
other  woras,  '*  it  is  the  play  of  Hamlet,"  with  the 
character  of  Hamlet  omitted  by  special  request! 
Ths  men  in  my  State  wlio  are  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  support  it  upon  the  ground,  and  with  the 
entire  Iwlief,  that  when  ths  Territory  is  organized, 
then  is  the  point  of  time  that  the^eople  have  a 
','     to  determine  that  question  for  themselves. 

ow,  sir,  I  wash  mj  hands  of  any  attempt  to 
deceive  them  upon  this  vital  point  in  the  bill. 

With  this  ^unendment  voted  down,  ths  equivo- 
cal language  of  the  bill ,  and  the  quoted  construction 
placed  upon  it  by  an  able  jurist,  who  hereaftef 
will  contend  that  this  bill  gives  the  right,  which  is 
dumed  for  it?  My  constituents  shul  not  be  de<- 
ceived  by  me.  I  avow  here  in  my  place,  that  1  am 
an  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty 
upon  the  ground  of  sxpedieney  and  ths  fitness  of 
tning8;.and  when  the  bill  shall  be  made  to  conform 
to  it,  it  shall  have  my  vote;butunlessitdoesl  vote 
against  it.  If  we  of  the  North  give  up  the  restric- 
tion of  1821,  give  up  tbe  Utah  and  New  Mexican 
bills,  caoonizM  as  is  their  language,  by  the  plightsd 
faith  of  the  country,  expressed  m  their  two  great 
presidential  conve^tions,  what  do.we  get  in  ex- 
change ?  Why,  the  chance  of  a  law  suit,  if  the 
question  shall  be  raised. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  but  I  will  not 
take  up  the  time  of  ths  committee  by  giving  my 
reasons  why  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  1  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment. 

Tbe  amendment  was  again  reportad;  and  ths 
question  being  upon  its  adoption, 

Mr.WASHBURN,ofMaine,demandcdteUer8; 
which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Droh  and  Oret 
appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  75,  noes  91. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  to  striks  out  the  words  "  with  or 
without  slavsry,  as  their  constitution  nay  pre- 
scribe at  the  time  of  their  admission,"  and  insert 
the  words  "  without  slavery." 

After  the  votea  which  have  been  alraodv  taken 
in  the  committee  upon  this  porticm  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  1)111, 1  regret  that  I  cannot  anticipate 
that  gentlemen  will  receive  with  favor  the  amend- 
ineot  I  have  offered.  But  I  have  presented  it,  in 
order  that  the  committee  may  expiess  themselves 
fully  upon  this  subject,  that  the  legislation  here 
on  that  part  of  this  section  may  be  sound  and 
complete. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Qiddwos]  pro- 
posed an  amendment  atriking  out  all  that  portion 


of  the  section  referring  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 
That  was  voted  down  by  the  committee. 

The  eentleraan  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fuller]  came 
forward  with  the  declaration  in  advance  that  he 
would  vote  for  the  bill  if  his  amendment  were 
adopted,  and  moved  to  give  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature the  right  to  eay  tnat  slavery  shall  not  exist 
within  the  Territory.  The  commiuea  refused  its 
assent  to  that  amendment.  Now,  sir,  the  maior- 
ity  of  ths  committee  may  go  one  step  further,  as 
they  will  do,  if  they  vote  against  my  amendment, 
anil  say  that  this  Territory  shall  not  coma  into  the 
Union  as  a  State  without  slavery  I 

There  are  gentlemen  on  this  floor  from  Missouri 
who  hare  been  votii^  against  those  who  oppose 
this  bill.  How  did  they  conie  here,  unless  by 
virtus  of  tbea  compromise  which  makes  their  land 
the  land  of  freedom  i  Now,  sir,  let  them  come  up 
to  the  mark,  if  they  see  fit  so  to  do,  and  say,  so 
fares  it  depends  on  them  and  their  votes,  that  this 
Territory,  secured  to  freedom  when  Missouri  was 
admitted  as  a  slave  Slate,  shall  not  itself  be  re- 
ceived into  these  United  Slates  without  slavery  I 

Then  the  committee  will  have  all  the  Questions 
paased  upon.  They  will  have  decided  that  Con- 
gress ought  to  say  something  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery.  They  will  have  decided  that  tlieXerri- 
torial  Legislature  shall  not  settle  and  determine 
this  matter  for  themselves.  And  if  they  now  vote 
down  this  amendment,  they,  will  decide  that  the 
Territory  shall  not,  without  slavery,  be  received 
OS  a  State. 

Mr.  Chaiftnan,  Lhope  the  committee  are  not 
prepared  to  say  that.  There  are  votes  enough  on 
this  floor,  more  votes  th^n  will  pass  this  bill,^that 
would  not  have  been  here,  as  I  believe,  txoapt  for 
the  fact  that  this  territory  was  conseeralee  to  free- 
dom. What  a  return  is  this  for  the  compromise, 
for  the  concession  made  in  1890 1 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  In  the  coune  «f 
this  debste,  great  emphasis  has  been  laid  by  the 
members  from  Massachusetts  upon  the  obligatory 
force  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  Tbe  gentle- 
man, in  propoeing  his  amendment  now,  has  laid 
great  stress  on  that  point.  Now,  sir,  it  so  hap- 
pens that  in  1836,upon  the  admission  of  Arkansas, 
which  was  a  part  of  tbe  territory  embraced  within 
that  compromiss,  Msssachusetts  spoke  on  this 
floor  wiu  very  great  emphasis.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  what  oni  of  her 
most  distinguished  men  said  upon  that  occasion, 
and  with  the  approbation,  as  the  vote  shows,  of 
her  entire  delation.  This  is  an  extract  from 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Cushing.  [Roars  of  laughter.] 
He  spoke  for  his  party  then,  and  for  Massa- 
chusetta  too,  as  the  vote  shiNia.  So  the  laugh  (■ 
out  of  place: 

"  It  is  demanded  of  us.  Do  you  aeek  to  Impoaa  reatrie- 
tions  on  Arkansas,  in  violation  of  the  comprnmiae  under 
which  Mlasouri  woa  sdmiited  into  the  ITnion  ?  I  might  ' 
content  myaelf  with  replying  that  the  State  of  Maaaactas- 
setts  wm  not  a  parly  to  Ihat  eomprnmlse.  She  navsr, 
directtji  or  i«Ar«l/y,  aavented  to  it.  Moat  of  her  Repre- 
aentatlvea  in  Congress  voted  against  it  Those  of  her  Hep- 
reaealolivea  who  regarded  Uhu  oompromiae  is  the  light  of 
an  aot  of  eoneiliaiion,  Imporunl  lo  Ihe  general  interests  of 
Ihe  Union,  and  voted  for  it,  were  dfunevul  and  iIciMwued 
al  home,  and  were  stigmatized  even  here  by  a  southern 
member  aa  oVer-eompliant  lowania  the  exsetliigneaa  of  tbe 
SoMta." 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  would  ask  thegentleman 
from  Virginia  if  he  reads  from  the  speech  of  that 
genUeman  aa  ths  organ  of  ths.present  Administra- 
tion }    f Laughter.] 

Mr.  BAYLY.  My  friend  from  New  York  ia 
too  aagaeioua  not  to  ses  the  point  that  I  am 
making;  it  is  to  show  that  at  that  time  a  distin- 
guished Representative  from  Massaehuaetis,  sos- 
lainsd  by  his  delegation,  thna  spoke  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise.  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
saying,  fuithsr,  thitt  1  have  reason  to  oelieve  that 
thegentleman  froin-whom  1  have  quoted  ia  con- 
sistent, and  that  hethinkato-day,as  bethought  in 
1836,  tiwt  there  i«  no  obligatory  fores  in  the  Mis- 
souri compromise.  [Laugkler.] 

Mr.  ELIOT.    1  call  1m  tallei 
ment. 

Tillers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Matali.  and 
Philupi  appointed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
nineteenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-first  lines,  and 
insert  ths  following: 

Pmidsd,  That  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  Inval. 
vntary  aervitnde  therein,  except  for  paniabment  of  crime. 

A  few  of  those  who  advocated  thsttim^rsvfred 
provision  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which   ex- 


llers  on  my  amend- 
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eludea  slavery  from  the  Territories  of  the  United 
Slates,  have  sorriTed  to  make  their  voiees  heard 
in  thi»  Hall.  I  am  one  of  them — one  of  the 
spared  ntonuments! 

1  came  here  to-day  to  assert  the  right  of  Con- 
gttu  to  exclude  ahiTery  and  involuntary  serritode, 
except  to  punish  erimsi  from  this  Territory,  and 
°  all  tne  Territories  belonging  to  the  American 
people.  It  is  a  power  that  has  been  recognized 
and  exercised  by  every  Administration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment from  its  organization  until  the  present 
tinM.  It  is  a  power  Uiat  has  been  acknowledged 
by  statesmen  whose  memories  we  hold  ,near  and 
dear.  ^Mr.  Webster  asserted  it.  Mr.  Clay  as- 
serted it.  Other  great  men  of  all  parties  asserted 
it. 

I  need  not  say  that  the  amendment  I  have  offered 
n  in  the  language  of  .that  Ood-like  provision 
penned  by  the  immortal  Jeffierson.  Gentlemen 
may  sneer  as  much  as  th^  please,  and  as  they 
have  done  to-day,  about  the  proviso  having  been 
discarded;  but  let  me  tell  them  that  there  is  aspirit 
abroad  in  this  free  land  which  will  soon  rear  aloft 
a  standard  upon  which  this  very  principle  will  be 
inscribed,  if  you  dare,  with  ruthless  hand,  to-day, 
destroy  the  compromise  of  1830.  I  came  here, 
sir,  to  practice  no  deceit,  no  fraud  upon  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people.  1  think  I  may  be  per- 
mitted 10  say,  that,  so  far  as  1  have  participateicl  in 
this  struggle,  1  have  deceived  no  man  from  the 
North,  the  South,  the  East,  or  the  West.  My 
opposition  has  been  as  frank  and  open  as  it  has 
been  unceasing  and  determined. 

I  desire  to  say  now,  to  each  and  to  every  mem- 
ber, if  this  bill  passes,  that  fbr  one  I  shall  return 
to  my  eoawtituenis,  not  as  I  have  done  heretofore, 
with  a  vie<r  of  pursuing  a  coneiNatory  course  in 
relation  to  the  inetitalion  and  evils  of  slavery,  bat 
I  will,  BO  fkr  as  I  have  the  power,  wage  an  unre- 
lenting and  ceaseless  war  against  it  to  the  furthest 
limiu  of  the  ConsiiiAtion. 

A  Voioz.    Yon  go  to  the  bitter  end. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Ay,  to  the  bitter  end.  I 
win  violate  no  provision  of  the  Conetitnlion  which 
I  have  sworn  to  sappori;  but  1  will,  in  my  humble 
sphere,  raise  the  standard  of  no  admission  into 
the  Union  of  any  State  from  thia territory ,  secured 
to  freedom,  as  it  was,  by  the  patriotic  compromise 
of  1830,  or  from  any  other  now  held  or  hereafter 
acquired,  which  shall  not  contain  in  its  constitu- 
tion an  unequivocal  provision  excluding  human 
slavery;  the  repeal  of- 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I 
announce  that  factjand  desire  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  (at  two  o'clock 
end  fifty  minutes,  p.  m.)  Mr.  Chairman.  I  move' 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise.  We  have  been 
already  here  six  hours. 

Mr.  WHEELER  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Washbuom 
of  Maiae,  and  Tatlor  of  New  York,  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  67,  noes  91. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise.  / 

Tellers  were  then  ordered  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  CAMrBBLL;  and  Messrs.  Bococs  and  Ben- 
MtTT  appointed.' 

The  i^uestioo  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  fifty;  not  a  majority  of  a  quorum. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  We  have  had  a  pretty 
long  session.  I  therefore  move  thai  the  commitue 
do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chainnan  of  the  eommitt^p 
[Mr.  Otoe]  fep«rted  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stats  of  the  Unbnr  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally 
underconsidenition,  Md  more- particularly  House 
i>ill  No.  336,  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Ne- 
broaiga  and  Kansas,  and  had  come  to  no  conclu- 
sion thereon. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and"  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly, at  thTeeo'clock,p.  m., 
adjoomed  until  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,.Jtra$  SS,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  .Prayer 
by  Rev.  Wiluam  H.  Milburn. 

Oh  Thou,  the  high  and  mighty  Ruler  of  the 
jiniverse,  devoutly  we  implore  uiy  bleesing  to  rest 
upon  this  House,  again  about  to  enter  upon  one 
of  the  most  arduous  and  memorable  struggles  the 
country  has  ever  known.  Help  every  member  to 
keep  cool,  calm,  and  self-possessed,  remembering 
that  the  angry  man  givee  his  adversary  the  ad- 
vantage, and  the  enraged  parly  oomproroises  its 
truest  interests.  Assist  every  man  to  cooperate 
with  the  SpetJter  and  Chairman  in  preserving 
order,  recollecting  that  the  eyes  of  the  country 
are  fixed  upon  this  House,  and  that  the  deeo  inter- 
ests of  the  country  are  involved  in  the  deiibeAtions 
of  this  Congress.  May  every  man  dare  to  do  his 
duty,  and  abide  the  issues  of  his  conscious  con- 
victions, we  pray,  through  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
IMPROVKHENT  OF  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Houee  a  com- 
munication from  the  W  ar  Department,tranBmitting 
a  report  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Topograph- 
ical Englneersi  in  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  ultimo, 
■'  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  the  inspection  report  of 
Colonel  S.  H.  Long,  of  December  30, 1853,  and 
such  other  communication  as  may  have  l>een  made 
by  him  in  reference  to  the  improvements  of  west- 
ern rivers,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August 
30, 1853;  and  alsoacopy  of  Ueutenant  Warren's 
report  of  the  operations  on  the  Des  Moines  and 
Rock  River  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  to- 
gether with  any  maps,  cl)Brts,or  diogranra  of  sur- 
vey made  by  the  last  named  officer  during  the 
past  year." 

The  report  included  all  the  papers  called  for, 
with  the  exception  of  Lieutenant  Warren 's  re^rt, 
which  wtuB  not  yet  prepared. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UENN,  it  was 

Ordtred,  Tbai  the  eoaiDuniealion  ha  refencd  10  Ike 
Ccuumiiiee  on  Comaieice,  sad  be  primed. 

ORDER  or   BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  call  of  States  for  resolutions,  beginning  with 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 
POSTAL  SERVICES  POR  OAUFORNIA,  ETC. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  1  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  die  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  abill,  forthe 
purpose  of  having  it  printed.  It  is  important  that 
the  bill  should  be  acted  upon  before  the  next 
mail  leaves  for  California. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Let  the  bill  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  read  by  its 
title. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  reported,  as  follows: 

A  bin  making  provisions  for  the  postal  services 
for  the  State  of  Califbrnia,  and  in  the  Territories 
of  Oregon  and  Washington. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  California  what  disposition  he 
proposes  to  make  of  the  bill? 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  desire  to  have  it  printed, 
and  action  upon  it  postponed. ' 

Mr.  HAMILTON.    That  will  not  do. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
bill  will  be  received. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Will  the  Chair  allow  an 
inquiry?  '  If  this  bill  is  introduced, and  consider- 
tion  of  it  postponed,  it  will  come  up  in  the  morn- 
ing hour  of  business,  and  it  will  preclude  the 
report  of  bills  from  other  committees.  1  have  no 
objection  to  the  printing  of  the  bill,  if  the  bill 
shall'remain  in  the  possession  of  the  committee 
which  reported  it.  If  it  shall  not  remain  there,  I 
object  to  its  being  received. 

Mr.  McDOUGrALL.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  to 
have  the  bill  printed,  and  that  it  shall  remain  in 
my  possession. 

The  SPEAKER,  if  the  Choir  may  be  allowed 
a  suggestion,  he  will  say  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  front  which  this 
report  is  made,  will  be  the  first  committee  to  he 
called  when  committees  are  again  called  for  reports. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  received, 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
recommitted  to  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roods. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consentof 
the  House  to  submi^  joint  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  reference 
to  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  4n 
order  that  they  may  be  bid  upon  the  table,  and 
printed. 

No  objection  being  made,  it  was  so  ordered. 

COMMITTEE    OF   THE  WHOLE — NEBRASKA. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  desire  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion, and  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Houae 
that  it  may  be  read  for  information. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Rexolrtd,  Tbat  llie  Preiident  be  rrqwwted  to  fluBbb  Ibis 
Houne  wlUi  copies  of  all  documents  and  cnrrespnndeiice  In 
his  ))O0»eiw)on  or  under  his  conuol  in  riilatiou  to  thealleyed 
S((;re9>innt  of  Ibe  authoritiM  of  the  Klncdoai  nfOrracrT- 
or  nr  the  authorities  of  Athens,  in  Ibsl  kingdom — iipmi  Ike 
riihls  of  Or.  King,  formerly  the  Anwrlran  Consul ;  and  of 
all  commuiiicaUous  froia  Ailieiu  or  elsewbete  in  relaUoo 
Ibcrelo.  • 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  object. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Then  I  move  to  taupend 
the  rule,  to  enable  me  to  introduce  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  proposition  briqgs  up 
a  question  of  order  presented  by  the  Chair  the 
Other  day,  but  not  acted  upon  by  the  Houss.  It 
is  in  this  form:  Thegenlleman  from  Illinois  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  coiiiQ  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  rule  declares  that  that  motion  shall  be  io  order 
at  any  time,  in  the  following  language: 

•<  Tb*  House  any,  at  any  dmr,  by  «  vote  of  the  m^otlty 
of  ilMi  members  presrni,  suspend  the  roles  aad  orders  for 
the  purpose  ol  sning  into  the  Commitlpe  of  Uie  Whole 
lloui>«  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and  aliio  for  providing  fbr 
the  dtsdierKe  of  llie  Committee  of  the  Wliote  Hodsc,  nnd 
llie  CoDimilue  of  tbe  Whole  llonse  on  the  state  of  Ike 
Union,  from  Ibe  funher^iwideraUon  of  say  Mil  referred 
lo  it,  after  acUngwithouldebai*  on  all  funeodmeBla  fea||- 
Ing,  and  that  may  b«  oflered." 

Formerly  tbe  rules  of  the  House  permiucd-lha 
rules  to  be  suspended  upou  any  day  in  tbe  week. 
The  inconvenience  of  the  perinisoioo  of  that  mo- 
tion,so  often,  however,. induced  tbe  House  lo 
change  that  rule  in  reference  to  a  suopenoion  of 
the  rules,  restricting  ^e  right  lo  moke  that  motiop 
to  Mondays. 

Upon  an  original  proposition  upon  the  lam  of 
Congress,  the  Chair  would  decidcioa  he  indicated 
the  other  day,  in  favor  of  the  prccedcnc*  of  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  generoUv..  U|HNI 
looking  to  the  subject,  however,  the  Chair  findto 
that  such  has  not  been  tbe  practice  in  (hi*  bodjr, 
and  he  ia  not  disposed  to  changa  that  pmotice. 
He  is  very  well  satisfied  of  tbe  inconvenicnos 
which  would  result  in  carrying  out  what  ii«  cag- 
riders  the  proper  construction  of  tbe  rule,  and  lie 
is  therefore  disposed  to  adhere,  and  docs  adhere, 
to  the  practice  of  the  House  heretofore,  and  will 
liereafier  put  tbe  motion  to  stispeDd  the  rulea  io 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  onlhe.otala 
of- the  Union,  or  that  to  au^nd,  in  the  order  in 
which  tb«)r  ore  mode— first  mode,  first  put.  Tbo 
Chair,  therefore,  entertains  the  motion  of  the  g*»- 
tleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ricbaosssn.] 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  demoad  the  yeas  and  naya 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in  th* 
affirmative — yeas  105,  nays  70;  as  follows: 

TEAS^HeAra.  Ahrrcrombie,  James  C.  Al|f  a,  Aebe, 
David  1.  Bailey,  Tho<  U.  Bayly.Bsrksdale, Boeock, Snjof , 
Bi«ckinridge,l3rldgea,Canithen>,Caskie,  Cbaslain,  Cbrla- 
inan,  Churcbweii,  Clark,  Ctinonan,  Cobb,  Cox,  Cnige, 
Jtifo.  a.  Davis,  Dawaon,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Dunham  Edmund- 
son,  Enelish,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Coode, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Banltwon  W.  Marrie, 
Wiley  P.  Hariia,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  HiH,  HiUyar, 
Houston,  leeeraoll.Opotge  W.JoBe»,J.GIaocy  J<mea,E»- 
land  Jones,  Kerr,  KidweTl,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lane,  Laibasa, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  H«cdonal4,McD<>ugair,McN*lr,Mat#en, 
John  6.  Miller,  Smith  HHIer,  Millsnn,  OMs,  HordeesI 
Oliver,  Orr,  Phelps,  PhWipa,  Pewail,  Piau,  Pxesnm,  Par- 
year,  Beese,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Thomas  Rilekey,  Rob- 
bins,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Seymour,  Sbannoo,  Shaw,  Shower, 
tSamnel  A.  Smith,  William  SmiUi,  W'illlam  R.  Soilfb, 
George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Bnnloh,  Riehafd  H. 
Btanion,  Alexander  II.  Hicpbens,  U«stor  L.  Steveaa, 
Sirai^b,  John  J.  Taylor, Twetd,  Vail,  Vansaot,  WalbridfC, 
Walker,  Walsh,  Warrt^n,  Westbrnok,  Wine,  Daniel  B. 
Wriffht,  Hendrick  B.  Wri«hl,  and  ZollicoOtr— MS. 

NAYS— Mesara.  Ball,  Belcher,  Benneu,  Benson,  Bage, 
Campbell, Carpenter,  Chandler,  Cr*cker,Cullum,Thoaiaa 
Davis,  Dean,  De  Wilt,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Edgcrton,  Tkonias 
0.  EUot,  ElUron,  Etberidge,  Evetkart,  Faitey,  Fla|ler, 
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Giddinn,  Grow,  Aaron  Uvlaii,  UMtin|«,'Haven,  HIeuer, 
Bowk,  IlaghM,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  inatit,  Kinredge,  Knox, 
Liud<l«y,  Lyon,  MallcMn,  Mayalt,  Mrachmn,  Mlddles- 
wartli,  Morgan,  Murray,  Noruin,  Andrew  Otinr,  feck, 
Frniiiiigtoii,  John  Perkins,  Pringlu,  David  Riichii:, Ruaaell, 
Sabin,  S--tge,  Sa(>p,  Sioimonii,  Skelton,  Biraitun,  Andrew 
Biuari,  it>tiD  Li  Taylor,  Naitianii'J  G.  Tavliir,  Thurflon, 
Tracy,  Upliaioi  WadB,  Walley,  Bllilia  B.  Waahlmrne,  Isra- 
el. Waaliborn,  WcUa,  Jolia  Wanlwortta,  and  Wlieelei^70. 

S»tbe motion  wMagrwd  to. 
■Mt%  EDDY,  pfitding  th*  call  of  the  roW,  when 
hi*  name  w«a  called,  itated  that  his  colleague, 
Judge  Chamberlain,  had  been  called  home,  and 
had  ntqueated  him  to  pair  off  upon  all  minor  mo- 
liuna  in  reference  tothe  Nebraska  bill.  The  under- 
Marxhiig,  howerer,  did  not  extend  to  the  final  TOte 
aponafae  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  House  accordingly  reaoWed  itself  itilo  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slat*  of  the  Union, 
.   (Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

The  C  H  Al  RM  AN.  When  the  committee  roee 
on  Saturday  last,  it  had  under  consideration  the 
bill  of  the  House  (No.  23G)  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  to  which  a  mo- 
tion was  pending,  oflered  by  the  genttcronn  from 
Ohio,  {Mr.  Edgcrton,]  to  anbelitute  for  it  the  bill 
which  |<aseed  this  House  during  the  Thirty^^ec- 
ond  Congrns. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Oeorgia.  I  rise  to  apriT- 
ilegcd  motion.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
*  words  of  this  bi^.  I  will  state  to  the  committee, 
and  I  want  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  my 
object  in  making  that  motion,  it  is  to  cut  of  all 
amcndinents,  and  to  have  this  bill  reported  to  the 
House,  that  we  may  have  a  vote  upon  it. 

The  ]I9th  rule  of  this  Hoaee  is  in  these  words: 

■•  A  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  or  a  bit!  shall 
bars  precBdeiiceol'  a  motion  to  amend ;  and,  if  carried,' it 
•lial)  lie  considered  equinrieut  to  llarcJecUon." 

Let  this  committee  agree  to  oly  motion,  and 
let  this  action  be  reported  to  the  House.  When' 
we  get  inlo  the  House,  the  iiuestion  will  be  upon 
agreeing  to  that  report.  If  the  friends  of  the  Dill 
vote  that  motion  down,  we  shall  then  have  the 
bill  before  the  House  to  vote  upon  or  to  amend, 
as  a  majority  may  determine.  When  the  majority 
has  disagreed  to  the  report,  as  I  suppose  they 
will,  it  will  then  be  in  order  for  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories  to  offer  his  substi- 
tute, which  all  of  us  want  to  vote  upon,  as  an 
amendment;  the  friends  of  the  bill  standing  to- 
gether, will  then  be  brought  to  vote  directly  upon 
the  measure,  and  in  this  way  we  shall  gel  rid  of 
these  continued  motions  to  amend. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  make  this  motion  because  it 
is  tinie  that  this  measure  was  brought  to  a  final 
vote.  It  has  been  under«onsideraUon  before  Con- 
gress for  the  last  five  months.  It  has  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  Senate;  it  has  been  discussed  in  this 
House;  it  has  been  discussed  before  the  country, 
and  every  man ,  t  dou  bt  not,  has  made  up  his  mind 
upon  the  subject.  Why  should  we  longerdelav? 
We  have  already  had  motions  to  amend  upon  the 
moat  important  features  of  the  bill.  One  motion 
has  been  made  to  strike  out  that  provision  for 
theadmistion  of  these  Territories  as  States,  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  their  constitutions  may  di- 
rect. We  have  h^d  votes  upon  the  amendments  of- 
.fered  by  the  gentleman  flrom  Indiana,  [Mr.MAcc,] 
and  the  gendeman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Poller,] 
touching  the  powers  or  rights  of  the,  people  m 
the  Territories  to  restrict  or  regulate  slavery. 
These  amendments  have  been  votM  on;  the  sense 
of  the  committee  has  been  taken  on  tbem;  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  as  it  stands  in  the  substnme, 
know  that  it  now,  as  they  intend  to  pass  it,  grants 
to  the  people  of  theTemtorieeall  the  powers  ever 
this  subject  of  slavery  that  we  can  grant  them 
under  ttie  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales.  The 
phraseology  now  is  as  full  and  clear  as  it  can  be 
made  on  this  point.  No  ameadment  ean  make  it 
cteaiw.  In  the  biJI  they  have  all  4ha  power  that 
they  can  have  under  the  Constitution.  They  een- 
'  not  ask  more,  and  if  they  did,  we  could  not  grant 
it. 

It  is  time,  therefore,  to  have  a  dccisioo  of  the 
qoeftion.  Every  gentleman  on  this  floor  has  had 
an  opportunity  of  beiagheardopon  it  by  a  speech 
ito  be  publishnl  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  if  he 
.wiahee.  Let  us,  then,  vole  oh  ikt  measure,  and 
go  to'other  important  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS.  I  rise  toaquestion  of  order. 
The  gentleman's  motion  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  dseidM  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  in  I 


order,  under  the  119th  rule,  which  has  just  been 
read. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Hear  me  on  the  question  of 
order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do  not  expect  that  it  is 
debatable.  I  would  only  inquire  whether  it  is 
in  order,  while  we  are  considenng  the  first  section 
of'the  bill,  and  after  amendments  have  been  sub- 
milted  and  acted  on,  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  n9th  rote  was  ex- 
pressly adapted  for  that  puryose. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  motion  cuts  off  all 
amendments  under  the  rule.  When  interrupted  by 
the  question  of  order,  I  was  just  remarking  that 
we  had  motions  to  amend 

Mr.  DRUM.    Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  take 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  DRUM.  No,  sir;  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  a  question.  Is  it  contem- 
plated bv  the  majori^,  after  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ricbardsok] 
has  been  put  upon  the  bill,  to  call  for  the  previous 
question .' 

Mt.  ST£:PHENS.  It  is.  The  object  is  to 
bring  the  House  directly  to  a  vote  on  the  substi- 
tute. Thai  is  the  object  of  my  motion;  and  it  is 
the  object  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  that  we  should 
have  a  vote  upon  the  sulgect  immediately,  and 
then  go  to  the  other  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  1  presume,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  this  is  one  of  those  motions  for  amend- 
ment— and  going,  aa  it  dees,  to  the  decision  of  the 
whole  matter — on  whitth  we  can  %e  ellowedfive 
minutes  for  its  defease  and  five  minutes  for  its 
opposition  i 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  has  five 
minutes  in  which  he  may  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  do  not  rise  to  argua  the 
pointi  but  only  to  express  my  regret  at  this 
wicked 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  state 
his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  DEAN.  My  point  of  order  is  this:  We 
have  a  motion  pending  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Riobarsson]  to  strike  out  the 
enacting- dauss  and  to  insert  a  substitute;  and  I 
insist  that,  while  that  is  peadiag,  no  other  nrotion 
to  strike  out  is  in  ardcr. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  ORR.  The'mstion  of  die  gentleman  from 
Hlioois  is  to  strike  out  all  allar  ths  enacting  clause, 
and  to  inacrt  a  substitute. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  rise  solemnlv  to  protest 
against  this  extra  gag  which  is  applieo  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  and  lo  say  that  while  it  is  possi- 
ble a  majority  may  thus  ride  reogh-shod— — 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  dislike  to  rise  to  a  question 
of  order;  but  it  strifcee  me  the  motion  is  not  de- 
batable. 

The  CH  A IRM  AN.  The  gentleman  is  entitled 
to  the  floor  for  five  minutes,  in  opposition  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  satisfisd  that  any 
ihember  of  this  majority  dislikes  lo  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  It  must  be  paiiiful  to  them  (o  start 
a  question  of  that  kind  here,  whatever  ruling  may 
be  made  on  their  motion  of  order. 

The  minority  has  stood  before  (his  House  on 
the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  on  the  rules 
which  this  House  solemnly  adopted  for  its  regu- 
lation; and  while  we  have  stood  up  manfully  and 
constitutionally  against  the  efforts  of  those  who 
have  proved  a  growing  majority,  while  they  have 
read  day  after  dajr  m  the  papers  that  are  the 
organs  of  this  Administration,  not  merely  invita- 
tions to  come  over  against  us,  but  indications  why 
they  were  losing  their  influence  in  the  Executive 
Department;  and  while  we  have  thus  seen  our- 
selves threatened,  if  not  wasted  by  these  insidi- 
ous attacks,  we  of  the  minority  have  not  resorted 
to  any  mode  for  defeating  this  bill  that  is  not  rea- 
ogniMd  in  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and 
not  warranted  by  the  rules  of  this  House. 

If  I  could  once  see  that  effort  made;  if  I  could 
once  see  that  party  to  which  I  am  attached,  quietly 
and  moderately  attached — for  this  is  the  first  time 
I  have  occupied  the  floor  since  this  measure  has 


beea  under  active  eoasidcration  in 'Che  House — if 
I  could  ace  the  rampart  of  order  onceaaserted— 

Mr,  ORR.  Does  my  frisnd  fnm  Penasylvania 
say  that  this- motion  is  "  not  ia  strict  conformity 
with  the  rules?" 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Order!"  and  great  excitement.] 

Mr.  ORR.  If  thegniilemaayMlds-metberfloor, 
I  Jiava  m  rightHo  «ak  thaqAestien, 

[Rsoew^ '•od  vooiferous  ones  of  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  satisfied' that -the 
raotien  new  made  is  ons  which  whs  not  coatem'% 
plated  by  those  who  drew  up  thoas  rules;  nor  waa 
It,  1  hope,  eaatemplated  by  those  who  drove  us 
from  the  regular  debate  in  the  committee,  and  told 
us  to.  take  shelter  under  the  A««-inMnttte  debate. 
They  drove,  us  to  that,  that  they  might  drive  u« 
from  it  by  thisdeeisioo.  And  Wfeanottbis  House 
last  weelt^l  appeal  to  the  whole  Hoase->idri«en 
from  ita  'ordiaary  action  by  tfaedaoisibn  of  the 
House  overruhng  the  rigKteoue  decision  of  Hie 
Chair  ?  I'  appeal  to  "the  Houta- whether  ■  that  waa 
not  the  cose  >  .  Kvery  one  knows  that  it  vinas. 

Mi.  WASHBDRJf.ofMaine.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  It  is  this:  that  it  is  not  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  lenactiog  chuiae  of  the  bill 
while  the  House  is  ia  theCommittee  of  the  Whole, 
but  that  the  motion  ean  oaly  be  made  in  the  House, 
and  1  ask  that  the  note  to  the  ]19th  rule  may  be 
read,  from  which  itwiU  appear  that  the  practice 
of  thie  House  has  been  directly  contrary  td  tint 
now.  proposed  by  the  motion  of  thegeotlMnan 
from  Georgia,  FMr.  Svbfbbms.] 

rCriea  of  "Order!"] 

The  Clerk  read  the  Bote  to  the  Talc,  which  is  aa 
follow*: 

'*  The  Msaoal  atsiea^  thai  <r  a  cemiatciae  be  nflposed  b> 
Ihe  whole  paper  or  Mil,  and  Ihiak  It  caanol  be  aiade  good 
by  aiiiendnieni,  llie  committee  cannot  reject  it,  but  must 
report  it  iMck  to  the  House  without  amendment,  and  there 
■ifikkfr  Iheir  opposition.  In  1814,  a  Committee  ofthe  ^taola 
■truck  out  theflmandoniysrema  ofa  bill, and  ao  reported 
MiheHoose.  Mr.  SiMaker  Cheves  rslteed  to  receive  the 
report,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  tantamount  to  a  rejecUon 
of  the  bill,  which  the  conmilitee  had  not  power  to  do.  Af\er 
Ihia,  that  the  merit  of  questions  might  be  tested  in  Com- 
■initMeoftiM  Whole,  ruts  IH>  was  adopted.  TheMannal 
provides  thai  a  paragraph  or  section  may  be  Am  amended  ^ 
by  its  friends,  so  as  to  make  it  aa  perfect  a^  they  can  before 
Ihe  question  is  guc  for  stXltlng  it  oni.  By  this  rule,  (1.  e., 
nria  ll«,)ilt«A)ir<Ml^eftaMI«*«d  thnfa  to<Hian  to  strike 
Otti,  for  Ihe  parpoae  of  daslreyiog,  bhall  beparamoaat  toe 
motion  10  ameiid.  Bide  1311  provides  that  the  Maoasl  shall 
govem  in  cases  In  which  it  is  applieabia,  where  it  Is  not 
buonsMmr  with  established  rales.  In  the  case,  then,  of 
giving  precedence  to  motions  to  insert  or  to  amend,  over 
moiisas  to  suikeouler  reject,  it  ia  elearlyiocoa^steaiwith 
an  established  rule ;  aad,  consequently,  the  nracUce  of  the 
House  r6r  the  last  few  years  has  lieen  in  vIoiaHon  of  ^e 
It9thl«le." 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  supposed  that  fhe  Chair 
would  rule  my  point  out  of  order,  but  I  desired  to 
have  that  note  reiul  to  show  what  the  uniform  ' 
niractice  of  the  House  for  many  years  has  been; 
and  if  the  Chair  and  committee  will  now  reverse 
that  practice-^— 

(Loud  cries  of  <•  Ordsr! "  and  <•  GlueMion !"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  this 
question  in  accordance  with  the  note  which  has 
been  read.  That  note  expressly  states,  that  when 
Mr.  Speaker  Cheves  hsid  decided  that  the  com- 
mittee could  not  strike  out  the  first  and  only  sec- 
tion of  a  bill,  this  119th  rule  waa  adopted  to  amend 
that  defection  in  the  parliamentary  law;  and  the 
same  note  states  expressly  that  the  practice  of  the 
House  has  been  in  violation  of  tiie  119th  rule. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Cluestion !"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  th«  Chair  under- 
stand that  there  is  an  appeal  taken  /rom  his  de- 
cision? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  did  not  tske  an  appeal. 
I  only  wanted  to  show  what  the  practice  of  the 
House  boa  been,  and  the  construction  uniformly 
given  to  the  rule  referred  to,  and  to  denounce  be- 
fore the  Honoeand  the  country  this  most  flagrant 
attempt  ever  made  in  this  country  to  trample  on 
the  constitutional  rights  of  a  minority  of  the  Rep- 
resentatjyes,  and  majority  of  the  people. 

Mr.  WHEELElR.  I  call  for  tellers  on  Um 
motion  of  the  gentlenuui  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  wish  to  state  to  the  country,  ■ 
and  to  the  members  of  the  House  with  whom  I 
have  been  acting  up  to  this  time,  that  I  desire  to 
introdueeVi  amendment  to  this  bill.    1  feel  it  due 
to  myself  to  state 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
coramitue  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
liaa  [Mr.  Roosasf  should  be  heard?  . 

[Criesof  "NoP'-No!"] 
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Mr.  ROGERS.  I  deair*  to  aay  only  one  word. 
I  feel  it  due  to  myaelf,  tntertoining  the  riews  I 
do,  and  knowing  the  wishes  of  uny  constituents, 
to  say  that  I  ^esire  to  introduce  the  ammdment 
offered  by  Mr.  Clayton  in  the  Senate,  and  incor- 
porated in  the  Senate  bill. 

Mr.  PRESTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  ROGERS.  I  hare  Mated  all  I  can  say 
now  under  the  roles,  and  1  will  troabla  the  Honse 
DO  fbrtber. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  darirs  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is  not 
amendable. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  daaire  toofferan  amend- 
ment to  (he  bill  now  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  while  a 
motion  to  strikeout  the  enaeting  clause  is  pendin);. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  1  aak  to  have  the  bill 
read. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  It  is  not  in  order  to  have 
it  read  while  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
dause  is  pending,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Qeoigia,  [Mr.  Stbphbms.]  Upon  the  motion  tell- 
ers have  been  demanded. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  tell- 
ers. 

Tellers  wereordered;  ami  Messrs.  CBiTBcawBLL 
and  WBBn.BR  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tetters 
reportect— ayes  83,  noee  104. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  now  on 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
{Mr.  STB^HBXt,]  to  Strike  oat  liie  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill.  On  that  motion  tellers  have  been  de- 
manded. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Clikoman 
and  Sapp  were  appointed. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  like 
to  have  the  lS7(h  rule  read  from  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  CH Al  RM AN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair? 

Mr.  FULLER  made  no  reply. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  At  all  events,  the  Chair 
holds  that  it  is  too  late  to  take  an  appeal,  the  com- 
mittee being  in  the  act  of  dividing. 

Mr.  STRATTON.  Is  it  not  in  order,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  have  the  rule  read? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order  at  this 
time,  the  committee  being  in  the  act  of  dividing. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  103,  two  only  in  the  negative,  if  the  reporter 
heard  correctly. 

Mr.  DEAN,  (amid  great  confusion.)  I  hope 
that  no  member  in  the  minority  will  vote  upon 
tlie  question.    Oppose  tyranny  by  revolution.  • 

[Much  excitement,  and  cries  of  "Order!" 
"Order!" 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Ser> 
geant-at-Arms  should  be  sent  to  compel  the  gen- 
tleman to  come  to  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Those  in  the  negative  of 
the  question  refusing  to  vote,  the  motion  is  carried. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  reqairc  that  the  other 
side  be  counted. 

The  CH  At  RM  AN.  Gentlemen  refuse  to  vote 
on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  insist  upon  a  count 
being  taken. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  count  on  the  nega- 
tive side  hKa  been  called,  and  gentlemen  refused 
to  vote.  The  Chair  will,  however,  again  enter- 
tain the  call  for  the  negative  vote: 

As  many  as  are  opposed  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  fVom  Georgia  witl  therefore  pass  be- 
tween the  tellers. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (passing  through  the  tell- 
ers.) There  will  be  one  vote  given  against  the  mo- 
tion, at  all  events. 

Several  other  members  also  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  tellers  thereafter  reported—ayes  103,  noes 
SS. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enactnig  clause 
of  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  thA  the  com- 
miltee  rise,  and  report  to  the  House  the  action  of 
the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  is  understood. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand tellers. 


•Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  subAlit  to  the  Chair  that 
upon  the  vole  just  taken  the  committee  rises,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and  reports  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  that 
the  bill  must  be  reported  under  a  previous  order 
of  the  House  when  the  committee  rises.  A  motion 
that  the  committee  rise  should  be  entertained. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Noa- 
TOH  and  HiBBAHD  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  101,  noes  3,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

[Cries  of  "  No  ouorum !"    "  No  quorum  !"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  quorum  is  necessary 
to  enable  the  committee  to  rise. 

Thaeommittee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker- 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  [Mr.  0ld«]  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  bad, 
according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union 
eentnUj  under  consideraiion,  and  particularly 
House  bill  No.  236,  to  organize  the  Territories  of 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  the  same  track  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  strike  out  the  enacting  portion  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  DEAN.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  Gentlemen  will  suspend  a 
moment,  until  the  Chair  announces  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

The  Chair  then  formally  stated  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
lay  the  bill  and  report  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  It 
is  this:  that  less  than  a  quorum  of  the  committee 
cannot  rise  and  report  a  bill  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  official 
knowledge  of  the  number  of  votes  given  in  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Then  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  gentleman  has  not 
the  floor.  Thegeotleman  has  not  the  floor  for 
that  purpose.    He  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  the 
rights  ofgentlemen,  and  will  endeavor  to  preserve 
them.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  must  be 
aware  that  he  has  not  the  floor  for  any  such  pur- 
pose. The  gentleman  from  Illinois  has  the  floor, 
and  it  can  only  be  taken  from  him  by  rising  to  a 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioh 
shows  that  the  action  of  that  committee  is  tanta- 
mount to  a  rejection  of  the  bill,  wtitch  the  com- 
mittee have  no  power  to  do. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  indicate  the  rule  under  which  itdenies 
the  eommittf e  that  power  ? 

Mr.  HUGHES.  It  is  under  the  119th  rule. 
And  under  that  rule  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
once  decided  in  the  saiike  manner.  The  Speaker 
refused  to  entertain  the  report  of  a  committee, 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  tantamount  to  a  re- 
jection of  the  bill,  which  the  committee  had  no 
power  to  do.  The  note  to  the  119th  rule  gives 
the  same  construction  to  the  rule,  and  lipon  that 
I  raise  my  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remark, 
that  the  same  note  declares  that  the  very  object  of 
the  rule  was  to  obviate  and  supersede  the  o9°ering 
of  further  amendments.  The  attention  of  the 
Chair  was  called  to  the  rule  this  morning,  indeed, 
on  Saturday;  and  after  a  prettj^fuU  examination 
of  the  subject,  he  is  unable  to  see  any  ground 
upon  which  it  is  competent  Tor  him  to  reject  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  Well,  sir,  I  merely  desired  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  construction 
of  the  rule  which  has  been  heretofore  given. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that, 
under  the  119th  rule,'  to  which  the  gentleman  has 
referred,  the  report  of  the  committee  must  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  priv- 
Oege  imder  the  34lh  rule. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  obtained  the 
floor,  and  I  insist  that  the  Chair  has  no  right  to 
give  it  to  other  gentlemen,  until  he  has  ascertained 


the  purpose  for  which  the  gentleman  from  Ulioois 
obtained  the  floor. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  from  lUinois 
states  that  he  rises  to  a  question  of  privilege,  the 
Chair  will  not  recognize  any  other  gentlemao  until 
he  ascertains  what  that  question  is.  He,  how- 
ever, has  made  no  such  statement.  The  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  states  that  lie  does  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege,  and  the  Chur  decides  that 
the  latter  gentleman  is,  thsrsfore,  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  The  34th  rule  provides 
that,  "  Where  debate  is  closed  by  order  of  the 
House,  any  member  shall  be  allowed  in  commit- 
tee five  minutes  to  explain  any  amendment  be 
may  offer,  aAer  which  any  member  who  shall 
first  obtain  the  floor  shall  be  allowed  to  sneak  five 
minutes  in  opposition  to  it,"&c  Now,!  submit^ 
that  the  rights  of  members  under  this  rule  have 
not  been  respected  in  committee.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Chair  does  not  perceive 
any  question  of  privilege  in  the  point  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  VermooL  That  is  a 
question  which  the  committee  must  decide  for 
itself.  It  is  not  competent  for  the  Cliair  to  know 
officially  what  has  taken  place  in  committee, 
except  through  the  report  of  its  Chairman. 

xMr.  MEACHAM.    My  point  is  simpiv  this* 


that  having  been  deprived  of  our  rights  under  the  , 
rules  in  committee,  it  is  our  du^  to  go  track  again 
into  committee  to  regain  them. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  question  for  the 
miuority  of  the  House  to  determine. 

Mr.  PURYEAR.  I  desire  simply  to  aute 
that  I  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor  in  committee 
for  Xht  purpose  of  expressing  my  opinions  in 
reference  to  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
this  bill,i)ut  failed  to  obtain  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  demand  tbe  previous 
question  upon  eoncurring  in  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  I  rise  to  a  questicm  of  order. 
The  26th  rule  provides  that  when  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  finds  itself 
without  a  quorum,  the  Chairman  shall  cause  tbe 
roll  to  be  called.  Now,  sir,  I  submit  that  the 
committee  did  find  itself  without  a  quorum,  that 
it  was  not  competent  for  it  to  report  the  bill  to  the 
House  without  a  quorum,  and  that  the  roll  was 
not  called  as  the  rule  directs. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  a  question  which 
the  gentleman  should  have  raisea  in  committee, 
and  which  it  is  not  competent  for  the  House  to  . 
have  any  knowledge  of,  unless  so  reported  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  commitlee. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  the  House  will  allow  me,  I  will 
moke  an  explanation. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  merely  want  to  say,  that  in 
making  that  decision,  I  followed  the  example  of 
my  illustrious  predecessor,  [Mr.  Chinsler.] 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  FRINGLE.  I  move  that  when  this  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  Upon  that  mouon  I 
demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  1  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  nioliun  to  adjourn  over. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  adjourn  over 
takes  precedence  of  tbe  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn  over;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  68,  nays  136;  as  follows: 

YBA8— Mean.  Ban,  Banks,  Bennett,  Bensoo,  Beaton, 
Canipbetl,  Carpenter,  Ohsadler,  Cioeker,  CoHom,  ThoBH 
Osvii,  Dean,  De  Wiu,  IHck,  Dieklnsoo,  Dniai,  EaMmaaw 
Eilgenon,Edinands,11ioiniu  D.  Eliot,  Ereiksit,  Fatlef, 
FenloD,  Flagler,  Gidding>,Goodfich,Orow,  Asion  Barlaa, 
Harriwia,  Hasringa,  Howe,  Hnghee,  Dairiel  T.  lose*,  Kaoz, 
LIndile;,  MeCnUocli,  Haee,Manew>K,  Manll,  Meaebam, 
Middleewanb,  Moitan,  Murray,  Nichola,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pennington,  Biahop  Perkint,  Prin^ 
Divid  Eilrhle,  Kuwll,  SaMn,  Hage,  Sapp,  Simnoni,  JoMi 
L.  Taylor,  Thnralra,Tncy,  Upbam,  Wade,  Walley,  Btta 
B.  Waahbume,  lanel  Waabhuro,  John  Wentwonb,  Tap- 
pan  Wentwortb,  and  Talea— 68. 

NATR— Meiwra.  Abercromble,  Jamea  C.  Allea,  Winis 
Allen,  Aahe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Tbomas  H.  Bayly,  Barks- 
dale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyee,  Breckinridge, 
Bridgea,  Brooka,  Carntbera,  Caakie,  Cbaataia,  Cbriaaaan, 
Cborrhwell,  Clark ,  CUngman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige, 
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Cttmrolng,  Curtit,  Catting,  John  6.  Davii,  Dawion,  Dliney, 
I>otrdell,  Donbw,  Oanbwn,  Edmnndaon,  Jobn  H.  Elliott, 
Elliinn,  Euglt.li,  Elkeridgc,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Puller, 
UimMe,  OOodii,  Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Bamilton,  An- 
drew J.  Hiirlan,  Sampton  W.  Harris,  Wiley  F.  lUrris, 
HendriclM,  Henn,  Bibbard,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Honiton,  Hunt, 
IngenoU,  Jotanaon,  Oaoite  W.  ionea,  1.  Giancj  Jonea, 
Roland  Jonea,  Keiu,  Ketr,  Kidwell,  Kimedge,  Kuni, 
i.amb,  Lane,  Latham,  Letdier,  Lilly,  Maedonald,  Mc- 
I)oiigall,McNair,  Maxwell,  John  G.Miller,  Smilll  Miller, 
Millwin,  Morriaon,  NnUe,  Olda,  Moidecai  Olinr,  Orr, 
PiKlier,  John  Peikina,  Pbelpa,  Pbilllpa,  Powell,  Piali, 
Preatnn,  Puryear,  Reeaa,  Sicnardaon,  Siddia,  Tbomaa 
Riicbey,  Robbina,  Bowe,  RalBujSeymour,  Shannon,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Sintteioa,  OerrilSnilb,  Samuel  A.  Smilb,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  William  R.  Smilta.  Oeone  W.  Smyth,  Snod- 
gnuM,  Krederiek  P.  Sianloii,  Richard  U.  StaMnn,  Alexan- 
der H.  Steiitacaa,  lietior  L.  Bierana,  Straiton,  SIraub, 
Andrew  Stuart,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel 
O.  Taylor,  Trout,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanasnt,  Walbridte,  Walk- 
er, Walah,  Warren,  Wella,  Weatbtook,  Witte,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  Hendiick  B.  Wrigbl,  and  ZoUieolTer— 136. 
«»  8o  the  HouM  rcfustd  to  aiijourii  otm-  until 
Wedaeaday  ntxt. 

Pending  the  above  en\l,  the  following  itatements 
■wen  made  by  unanimous  consent: 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  say 
that  some  time  sines  1  paired  off  with  Mr.  Mc- 
Mdllin,  of  Virginia,  who  is  yet  absent,  and  I 
am  told  is  sick  at  home.  A  eofjeagae  of  his  [Mr. 
SNODORAit]  is  paired  off  with  a  colleague  of  mine, 
[Mr.  CoRwiN,]  who  is  also  absent.  Mr.  Snod- 
•aata  and  myself,  upon  consultation  with  the 
•  friends  of  the  absent  gentlemen,  have  come  to  tht 
conchisioD  to  Tole,  aira  to  leave  those  gentlemen 
to  stand  against  each  other  on  the  question,  and 
1  make  the  statement  in  order  that  none  of  us  shall 
be  placed  in  a  fiUse  position.  I  desire  to  vote  on 
the  pending  question. 

Mr.  SN0DGRA8S.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
state  that  before  Mr.  Cobwin,  of  Ohio,  left*  this 
city  for  his  residence,  1  agreed  to  pair  off  with  hfm 
on  all  the  Totas  arising  on  the  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas bill  now  under  consideration — the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  being  an  opponent,  while  I  am  a  friend 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  NicaoLi,  of  Ohio,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  paired  off  with  Mr.  McMin.- 
LIN,  of  Virginia.  In  the  absence  of  Messrs. 
CoRwitrand  McMullui,  their  mutual  friends  have 
agreed  to  pair  them  off  together;  leaving  Mr. 
NicHOLi,  of  Ohio,  and  myself,  to  vote  on  the  said 
bill.  As  the  above  arrangement  will  not  change 
the  result  of  the  vote,  I  will  vote  on  the  bill  until 
Mr.  McMuLLiN  returns. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
by  AiBOBT  DicKiHi,  Esq.,  their  Secretary,  noti- 
fying the  House  that  that  body  had  passed  certain 
bills,  and  requesting  its  concurrence  therein.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs  on 
the  motion  to  adipurn. 

Mr.  SIMMONS.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to  day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  fro  tendon,  (Mr.  Obk.)  The 
Chair  decides  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  The  motion  to  adjourn 
takes  precedence.  * 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  demand  the  ^eas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  SiHUONa'g  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  decided  in  thenc^tive — yeas  62, 
nays  136;  as  follows: 

VEA8— Meaars.  Ball,  Banki,  Bennett,  Bsnaon,  Benton, 
Campbell,  Caiyeattr,  Ckandler,  Crocker,  Thimiaa  Davia, 
Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Oiekinaon,  Dram,  Bdaenon,  Ed- 
manda,  Tbomaa  O.  Ellet,  Farley,  Penton,  Flagler,  Old- 
dinga,  Goodrich,  Gmw,  Aaron  Hatlkn,  Haatingo,  HaTen, 
nieeter,  Howe,  Hnghe*,  Daniel  T.  Jonea.  Knox,  Lind.ley, 
McCnlloch,  Mace,  Matteaon,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Morgan, 
Uorray,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliirer,  Parker,  Peck, 
Pennington,  Pringic,  Ruaaell,  Sabin.  Sage,  Sapn,  Sinmnoa, 
Tracy,  tTpham.  Wade,  Walley,  tSlllbu  B.  Waahbume, 
Inod  Waahkurn,  JohoWentworth,  Tappan  Wentworth, 
Wlieeler,  and  Yalea-«». 

NATd—Meatra.  AbateromWc,  Jamaa  C.  AHen,  Witlia 
Allen,  Aahe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thonua  H.  Bayly,  Baika- 
Me,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge. 
Bridgea,  Brooka,  Carntbefa,  Caakie,  Chaatain,  Chriaman, 
Cborehwell,  Olark,  Clincman,  Oobb,  Colqailt,  Cox,Craige, 
Cullom,  Camming,  Catling,  John  6.  Davla,  Dawtoo,  (Na- 
nev,  Dnwdell,  Dunbar,  Dnnham,  Eaatman,  Edmandaon, 
John  M.  Elliott,  Elliaon,  Engliah,  E^erldae,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Gamble,  Ooode,  Green,  Chreenwood,  Grey,  Ham- 
ilton, Bampion  W.  Harria,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harriaon,  Hen- 
dricka,  Bcno,  Bibbaid,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Houaian,  IngersoU, 
Johnson,  Geone  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jonea,  Roland  Jonea, 
Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kituedge,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lane,  La- 
tham, Letcher,  Lilly,  Maedonald,  McDongall,  McNair. 
Maxwell,  John  G.Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Morrison, 
NoUa,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Biahop  Parkins, 
John  Perkins,  Pbelps,PhUHpa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Prealou,  Put 


Sear,  Reew,  Rr'rhardson,  Riddle,  Thontaa  Rilchey,  Rob- 
ins, Ruwe,  Rdffin.  Seymour,  Shannon,  Sbaw,  Sliow* 
rr,  Siuitli'inn,  Grrrii  Smith,  datnuel  A.  Smiin,  William 
Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Geor^  W.  Smyth,  Snodgraaa, 
Frederick  V.  Stanton,  KIchard  II.  Siauion,  Alexander  H. 
Sti-phens,  Hpstnr  L.  Steveno,  Siratton,  Straub,  Atidrew 
Stuart,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Na- 
thaniel O.  Taylor,  Trout,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanaant,Walbridge, 
WalMr,  Walsh,  Warren,  Waatbraok,  Wine,  Daniel^. 
Wright,  Bendrlck  B.  Wright,  and  ZolUeoffcr— 138. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  over  until 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the. 
House;  and  on  that  motion  1  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  beg  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  his  motion  to  adjourn  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introdoes  the  resolution 
which  1  send  to  the  Clerk  that  it  may  be  read. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  object. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Let  the  resolution  be  read. 

[Cries  of  "I  object!"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  move  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  be  suspended,  for  the  purposs 
I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  object  to  the  reading 
of  it. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  call  for  the  reading  of 
the  resolution  for  information. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  thegentleman  has  a  right 
to  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  it  is  not  only  in 
order  to  demand  the  readiilg,  but  it  is  the  right  of 
any  member  to  demand  it. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  Well,  I  demand  the 
reading  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  maintain  that  the  House 
has  already  suspended  the  rules  and  reported  this 
bill,  and  the  previous  question  is  now  pending 
upon  it,  and  it  is  not  in  order  to  suspend  the  rules 
until  that  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HAVEN  It  is  Ime  that  a  demand  for 
the  previous  question  is  pending;  but  pending  that 
demand,  it  is  in  order,  under  the  rules,  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rules  were  suspended, 
and  the  House  .went  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  ths  Union  under  that  sus- 
pension, and  reported  a  bill.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  it  is  not  in  order,  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules  gen- 
erally. 

Mr.  CA  MPBELL.  I  am  compelled  to  lake  an 
appeal  from  the  decision,  though  I  do  it  reluct- 
antly. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  calls  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  the  fact  that 
the  rules  or  the  House  have  been  already  sus- 
pended. To  illustrate  the  point:  Suppose  that, 
instead  of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
under  a  suspension,  the  rules  had  been  suspended 
generally,  and  a  bill  introduced,  would  thegentle- 
man contend  that,  during  the  consideration  of  that 
bill,  any  member  would  have  a  right  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  go  to  something  else? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  would  sugcest 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
the  Chair  to  finish  the  remark;  it  is  but  a  passing 
one?  The  motion  mads  this  rooming  to  suspend 
the  rules,  does  not  require  a  vote  of  two  thirds, 
and  it  differs  in  that  respect  only  from  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  generally.  But  the  rules  wese 
suspended,  and  the  bill  has  been  reported  under 
that  suspension;  and  the  Chair  therefore  thinks 
that  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  going  to  any  other  business. 
That  is  all  the  Chair  has  to  say. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  May  I  be  allowed  to  make  a 
suggestion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  rules  were  suspended  this 
morning  for  the  purpme  of  allowing  a  motion  to 
be  made  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  When  the  motion  was 
made  and  carried,  and  the  House  went  into  com- 
mittee, then  the-rules  were  not  further  suspended, 
but  governed  us  in  our  action  in  the  committee. 
Under  the  rules  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House.  When  the  rules  were  in 
full  force,  and  not  suspended,  under  the  rules  the 
demand  was  made  for  the  previous  question;  and 
before  the  vote  was  taken  seconding  the  demand, 
according  to  the  rules,  the  motion  yna  made  by 


the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  suspend  them,  it  being 
Monday,  to  allow  him  to  introduce  his  resolu- 
tion. 

From  the  moineot  we  went  into  committee  until 
the  motion  to  suspend  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Caiipbbij.,1'ws  have  Men  acting  un- 
der the  rules  of  the  House  anauspeqded.  The 
suspension  in  ths  morning  was  only  to  go  into 
committee.  Since  we  came  out,  we  have  been 
under  the  ntles.  There  are  several  territorktl 
bills  now  on  the  table,  that  have  lain  there  two 
weeks,  that  were  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  into  which  the  Houss  went  by  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  but  no  one  can  pretend  the 
rules  have  been  suspended  ever  wnce  those  bills 
were  reported. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  deci^on  of  the  Chair 
was  correct  this  mornioe,  when'hs  decided  that 
the  motion  to  siupend  the  rales  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  was  of  equal  dignity  with  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  general^,  and  that  when  those  two 
motions  were  made,  the  one  first  made  mast  be 
first  put,  the  Chair  thinks  there  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  correctness  of  his  preeent  position.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  appeals  from  Uis  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  ask  whether 
the  rules  are  suspended  now  ? — whether  the  act 
of  suspension  did  not  end  when  we  went  into 
committee? 

[Cries  of  "  Orderl'n       ' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  be  glad  to 
respond  to  the  gentlemnn,  if  he  eon  bepemitteil 
to  do  so;  and  he  thinks  the  answer  a  very  ready 
one. 

.The  Chair  state*  that  we  are  acting  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  and  it  ie  not  now  in 
order  to  suspend  them  again. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Qeorna.  We  had  this 
exact  question  presented  last  Menday.  After  the 
House  had  huspended  the  rules  by  two  thnds, 
another  motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  clearly  out  of  order 
in  that  case. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Let  me  make  this  furtherau^ 
gestion 

[Cries  of  ■<  Question !"  "  ancstion !"] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  to  Wy  the  appeal 
token  from  ths  decision  of  the  Chair  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  make  this  suggestion, 
that  it  is  in  order  to  move  a  stispensioo  of  tfa« 
rules  upon  every  Monday. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chab  repKee  t«  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  we  can  suspend 
uie  rules  sevsral  times  upon  every  Monday. 
Under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  a  proposition 
can  be  introduced,  but  it  must  b/  acted  upon  by 
the  House  before  another  suspension  of  the  rales. 
The  geatleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cuno- 
man]  moves  to  lay  the  appeal  taken  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  upon  tne  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Uponthatappeol  I  deniand 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  I  also  desire  teUers  upon 
thsyeas  and  naya. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cjlmpbmx 
and  CBDacBWEu.  were  appointed. 

The  House  then  divided;  and  the  teUers  reported 
forty-eight  gentlemen  voting  in  theaSrmative. 

So  the  yea*  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mi.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  House 
reeolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 

that  motion  I 


the  state  of  the  Union;  and  upon 
demand  the  yeai  and  nays. 
Mr.MATTESON.    laskforK 


yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  CLINOMAN. 


Idlers  upon  the 


There  is  another  question 
pending,  which  is  an  appeal  from  the  decision  oJT 
the  Chair  in  rward  to  a  motion  mode  to  suspenil 
the  rules,  and  Task  whether  it  is  in  order  to  subr 
mit  another  motion  of  the  same  character  until  the 
motion  now  pending  is  decided  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  be  glad  t* 
hear  sunestions  from  any  gentleman  upon  either 
side  of  this  proposition.  It  is  within  the  recollecr  ' 
tion  o(  ths  Chair,  that  very  ofien  when  bills  have 
been  reported  fttim  either  the  Committee  of  th* 
Whole  oiAhe  stale  of  the  Union,  or  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private  Calen- 
dar, that  the  House  have  returned  into  committee 
by  a  stispension  of  the  rules.  That  has  been  the 
practice  of  this  body,  as  every  member  who  ha* 
served  here  will  recollect.  The  Chair  does  not  at 
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this  niotnent  see  apon  %ba(<  principle  he  can  OTer- 
rule  that  practice. 

Mr.  CLiNOMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  two 
motiona  to  auapend  the  rule*  be  entertained  at 
onre?  , 

Mr  BANKS,  (addreasinf  the  Chair  at  the 
•ame  time.)  After  the  Hooae  has  suapcnded  the 
rules  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  that  purpose  has 
been  accomplished,  is  not  amotion  to  suspend  the 
mies  generally  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  Itie 
point  is  well  taken  by  the  gentleman'  from  N'orth 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinqmam.I  There  is  already 
pending  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  su£h 
motions  cannot  be  multiplied.  The  first  motion 
that  has  been  made  must  be  first  put  to  the  House. 
There  is  a  moyjon  to  ^depend  the  rules  generally, 
and  an  «ppeal  has  been  taken  from  the  decision 
of  the  Cnair  that  that  motion  was  not  in  order, 

Mr.  BANKS,  i  would  inquire,  Mr.  Speaker. 
it  the  business  Tor  Which  the  rules  were  suspendea 
has  not  been  exhausted  i 

The  SPEAKER..  The  Chair  is  led  to  doubt 
the  correeinesB  of  (he  decision  which  it  has  al- 
ready made,  that,the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
was  not'in  order.  The  Chair  is  inclined  now  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  that  decision,  for  the  rea- 
aon  that  it  has  been  the  erery-day  practice  of  this 
body,  after  the  committee,  either  of  the  Whole 
E^oasa  on  the  Mate  of  theUnion,  or  of  the  Whole 
House,  have  repor^  <^,.\>>"  <»'  bills,  to  return 
immediately  into  committee,  and  then  dispose 
of  it. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  ask  this  question  of  the 
Chair,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaming  the  fact. 
Has  there  not  been  a  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  CAMi>BELL]  to  suspend  the- 
rules  geOerallv  which  the  Chair  very  properly,  in 
my  opinion,  aeclared  to  entertain,  and  is  there  not 
an  appiealpending  from  that  decision? 

Mr.ePBAKEIt.    That  is  so.  , 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Well,  if  the  House  should 
reverse  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  question 
will  again  come  np,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  and  it  must  be  put.  Therefore, 
until  this  motion  be  disposed  of,  the  second 
'motion  to  suspend  the  rules  cannot  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Campbell.  Wdl,  for  the  present  I 
will  withdraw  my  motion  until  the  question  on 
the  appeal  is  settled.  In  the  mean  time,  however, 
(at  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes,  p.  ra.,)  I  more  thai 
the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  on  uat  mdtion  I 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mh  WHEELER.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  Cannot  entertain 
that  motion.  , 

Mr.  MEACRAM.  I  move  that  there  be  a  cat  I 
of  the  House. 

'Mr.  WALSH.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  firom  New 
York  will  Btate  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  WAUSH.  The  question  oforder  to  which 
i  rise  is  this:  that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  es- 
tablished for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  trans- 
acting of  the  public  business,  and  not  with  a  view 
of  retarding  it;  and  tVtit  all  these  motions  are 
model  for  the  express-  and  avowed  ptirpose  of 
retanlinr  the  public  bosinesa. 

[Cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Older !"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
ouestion  of  order  of  the  gentlemsn  from  New 
Yorit,  [Mr,  Walsh.]  '  In  reference  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.MEA6liAM,] 
the  Chair  will  remind  (Hat  gentleman  of  the  fact, 
what  the  Chair  aupposes  he  will  recognize,  that  a 
motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  cannot  take  prece- 
dence of  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  was  ndt  aware.  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  pending. 

The  roll  was  then  called;  and  (he  question  was 
decided  in  the  liegative— yeas  70,  n^ys  124;  as 
follows: 

TEAS— Menn.  Ball,  Banki,  Bennett,  Benmn,  Benton, 
Campbell,  Caratnter,  Chanilliir,  Crocker,  Callam,  Ttioinu 
Davi«,  Dran,  De  Will,  Dick,  Dickinoon,  Drum,  EdteriDB, 
£(bnand«.  'niniaR*  O.  Eliot,  Evetbaa,  Parley,  Fcnion, 
Flaflei,  GiddincB,  Ooodricb,  OmWa  Aar^n  Batlan,  Hail- 
Infa,  Haven,  Hieder,  Howe,  Bufbea.  Deaiel  T.  Jnnet, 
Knox,  Liiiil»l<>y,  McCnMocta,  Mace,  Malteaon,  Mnyall, 
Mracham,  Middlmnarth,  Morgan,  Mamiy,  Nicbnli.'Nnr- 
lon,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Psck.Peclibain,  Penni*i;ton, 
Bishop  Perkini,  rrin|le,  David  Rilcbie.  Ru»ell,  Sabiu, 
Sage,  Sapp,  Simmqna,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trout,  ITp- 
haasVVade,  Wallay,  BllOin  B.  WaaUburne,  larael  Waab- 


burn,  John  Wenlirorth,  Tappan  Weatwonh,  Wbeeler, 
and  yaica— 70. 

NAYd — Meiara.  Abercromble,  Jamea  C.  Allan,  Willie  I 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thoniaa  II.  Dayly,  Bark*-  | 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Uocock,  Bnyce,  Ilreckinriilge,  tlrld(es,  I 
Brnokn,  Caruilien*,  Ca«kie.  CliB«tatn,  Chri,!inan,  Cburch-  [ 
well,  Clark.  Clinauian,  Cobb,  Colnuiit,  CuxA^mige,  Cum- 
ming,  Ciiitfng,  Jolin  G.  Davl*.  Dawson,  Disn^,  Dow-  | 
dell,  Dunbar,  Oiintaam,  Edmundmn,  John  M.  Elliot,  Elli- 
aou,  Englii'h,  Faulkner,  Florence  , Fuller,  Guode,  Green, 
arfeNW)iod,Orer,  HaaiUlon^  Asdrew  J.  Harlan,  WUtyP. 
HaiTia,  Hendricka,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hill,  HUlyer,  Uouaton, 
Ineeraoil,  Jobnaon,  George  W.  Jnnea,  J.  Glaucy  Jnnea, 
Bnland  Joaea,  Keill,  Keir,  Kidarell,  KunC'LamS,  Lane, 
Iiaiham,  Leicbar,  Lilly,  Macdoaald,  McDoogall,  McNair, 
Maxwell,  John  0.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  MillaoD,  Miirrimn, 
Olds,  Mordecal  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Jofin  Perkins,  Phelps, 
niiiunii,  Powell,  Pratt,  Pnryaar,  Reedy,  Reese,  Richard- 
son, Riddle,  Ruhbins,  Roarra,  Bowe,  Ratlin,  Shannon, 
Hhnw.  dnnwer,  8ingl«ioD,GerritSmith,  Samuel  A.  Smilli, 
Willliini  Sniilh,  William  R.   BmiUi,  George  W.  Smyth, 
BnodgrKM,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
HcalorL.Htevens,  Skraiinn,  Btmub,  Andrew  Stuart,  David 
Sloan,  Jobn  J.  Taylor,  Nntbanlel  G.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail, 
Vaiisant,  Wndo,  WaibridKe,   Walker,  Walsb,  Warren, 
Weiibrook,  Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wrigbl, 
and  Zollicoflbr— 194. 

So  (he  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Tdc  SPEWVKCR.  The  question  recurs  .on  lay- 
ing the  appeal  from  tjie  decision  of  the  Chair  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  My  motion  for  a  call  of 
the  House  is  now  in  orfler;  and  1  make  it,  and  on 
it  ask  for  theyeas  and  n^ys. 

Mr.MATTESON.  I  call  for  telleni  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  RICHARDStN.  Mr.  Speaker,  has  (bare 
no(  been  a  demand  for  the  call  of  Uie  House 
already  disposed  of  (his  morning? 

The  SPEAKER.    No. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  (he  call  for  (he  yeas  and 
nays ;  and  Messrs.  Campbill  and  Harbis  were 
appointed,  • 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  forty-one,  (a  aufiicient  number.)  ' 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  pu(;  and  it  was  decided 
in  (he  negative — yeas  66,  nays  133;  as  follows: 

YEAS — MpBsra.  Ball,  Banks,  Benneii,  Beoaon,  Camp- 
bell, Cariienier,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Thomas  Uavia,  Dean, 
De  Wiu,  Dick,  Dickinann,  Drum,  Eastman,  Edgertnn,  Ed- 
mamls,  TlMtnaa  D.  Eliot,  Etherldgr,  Evertiart,  Farley, 
Flagler,  Giddinp,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Uarlaa,  Hast- 
ings, Haven,  Hieater,  Howe,  Hiwtaes,  HHUt,  Daiiial  T. 
Jones,  Kittredge,  Knox,  Lindaley,  Maileson,  Mayall,  Mea- 
eham,  Middteswanh,  Morgan,  Mairay,  Nichols,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  PaaaiagMii,  Bishop  Perkins, 
Piingle,  David  Ritchie,  Rusaell,  Babin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sim- 
none,  Joha  L.  Taylor,  Traav,  Upham,  Wade,  WaUey,  El- 
Hha  B.  Waahbume,  larael  Waatabiun,  Tappan  Weniwonb, 
Wbeeler,  and  Taiaa— 06. 

NAYS— Meaaia.  Abercromble,  James  C.  Allen,  WiHis 
Altsa,  Ashe,  DavM  J.  Bailey,  Tbemaa  H.  Bayly,  Barry, 
Belcher,  Bell.  Boceck,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea, 
Brooks,  Caruthers,  Caskle,  CbasUau,  Cbrisman,  Chulcb- 
well,  Clark.  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colqain,  Cox,  Craige,  Cdl- 
lorn,  Cnnuniag,  Oonia,  John  O.  Dasis,  Dawson,  Disney, 
Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Edmundsoa,  Ellison,  Eng- 
lish, Florence,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Goode,  Green,  Greenwood, 
Grey,  Hamilton,  Sampaon  W.  Harris.  Wiley  P.  Harris, 
HaiTiaon,  Heudrlcka,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Hous- 
ton, Ingersoll,  Oemie  W.  Joacs,  J.  Olancy  Jones,  Roland 
Jones,  Keill,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lane,  Letcher, 
Lilly,  Macdonald,  McDougall,  Maxwell,  Jobn  G.  Miller, 
Smiin  Miller,  Millson,  Morrison,  Noble,  Olds,  Mordeeai 
Oliver,  0«r,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pow- 
f  H,  Prait,  preaion,  Pnryear,  Ready,  Seeae,  fUrbardson,  Rid- 
dle, Thomas  Eitcbey,  Robbios,  Rowe,  BolBa,  Seyinoor, 
Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Gerril  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Bmilh, 
William  Smith,  WilHam  R.  Smith  George  W.  Smyth, 
Saodgraaa, .  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Healor  L.  Stevens, 
Suanaii,Slraab,OavU  Sluart,  John  J.  Taylor.  Naihaaiei 
G.  Taylor,  Trout,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vsnsaai,  Walhridge, 
Walker,  IValah,  Warren,  Wells,  Wcstbrook,  Wilte;  Dan- 
iel B.  Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wrigbl,  and  ZolHcolTer— 133. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn;  and  upon  (hat  mo(ion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  (he 
demand  for  (he  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Thf  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  stats  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  WALSH.    Here  i(  is  in  writing. 

The  P°|n(  of  order  was  as  follows: 

Mr.  Walsh  reneijrs  the  point  of  order  submit- 
(ed  by  him  before,  as  follows:  Tha(  the  rules  of 
(his  House,  and  of  iill  other  legialalire  bodies,  are 
enacted  for  the  express  purpose  of  facilitating  and 
not  retarding  the  public  business;  and  that  all 
motions  made,  as  the  present  and  sundry  previous 
motions  have  evidently  been  made,  witn  the  sole 
and  unconcealed  object  of  embarrassing  and  pre- 
venting the  legi(ima(e  action  of  this  House,  are 
clearly  and  tmqiftstiooably  out  of  order,  and  for 


these  reasons:  That  the  whole  theory  of  our  gov- 
ernment is  based  upon  the  right  of  themajority  lo 
govern  fairly,  and  not  deepolically;  that  the  ma- 
jority, during;  the  whole  iiiacuseion  of  the  ques- 
tion now  at  issue,  have  already  acted  with  a  libcr> 
ality  and  forbearance  unparalleled,  and  that  any 
fbrther  extension  of  it,  while  subversive  of  the 
public  interest,  would  tend  to  establish  a  prece- 
dent which  would  enable  any  captiott*  minority 
to  entirely  control  the  legislation  of  the  country. 

Pending  the  reading,. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said:  I  objea  to  any  further 
reading  of  (he  argument  upon  the  point  oforder. 

The  further  reading  was  then  dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
a  Pineal  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  CItair  is 
legitimale. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  I  wUhdraw  the  argu- 
ment, as  I  understand  gentlemen  cannot  atand  i(. 
(Laughter.] 

Tellers  were  (ben  ordered  upon  (he  mo(ion  that 
(he.  House  do  adjourn  j  and  Mesn-s.  Campbell, 
and  WnioHT  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  and  (he  tellers 
reported — ayes  thirty-nine,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  (he  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.         * 
Mr.  FLAGLER.     I  move  that  when  the 
House adjourua,  itadjourn  to roee(on  Wednesday 
nexu  . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  ba(  just  sow 
has  voted  upon  that  nrntion,  and  refused  to  adept 
it.  Since  which  a  sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  (o  make  (be  motion  io 
order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  lo 
adjourn;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  64, 
nays  118;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Beanetl,  Bensoa,  Camp- 
bell, Carpnuier,  Chandler,  Cmrker,  Cullom,  Thomas  ita- 
vis,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Diek,  Dickinson,  Drum,  E<l<cn>m, 
Edmands,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Everlian,  Farley,  renloa, 
Flagler,  Onodrlch,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan.  Haslings,  Ha- 
ven, HIesler,  Howe,  Uugbcs,  nanirl  T.  Jones,  Knox, 
Lindfley,  McCullocb,  Mailewia,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Mid- 
dleswanh,  Morgan,  Murrny,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Peck,  Peiintntion,  BiKhop  Perkins,  Pringle, 
David  Ritchie,  RubmHI,  Snbin,  Sage,  Sapp.  Simmon*,  John 
L.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trout,  Vjtum,  WaUry,  Bllihu  B;We4i- 
bume,  Israel  Waabburn,  Tappan  WeMwortli,  Wbeeler, 
and  Yatea— A4. 

NAYS— Messrs.  AbrrcromUe,  James  C.  Allen,  Wntia 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Ballsy,  Themaa  H.  Dayly,  BailH- 
dale,  Bany,  Ball,  Bo«ock,  Beyce,  Brcckiorfdga,  Bridges,  ' 
Brooks,  Caruthers,  Caskle,  Ctaaslain,  CSiuirhwell,  Claik, 
Clingmaii.  Cobb,  (Colquitt,  Cox,  Cralge,  Couming,  Calling, 
John  O.  Davia,  Dawson,  Oisiiey,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dun- 
ham.JahaM.  EUioii,  English,  EiberMse,  Plenmee,  Puller, 
Gamble,  Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  HMiHtoa,  Aadrew  J. 
Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hendricks, 
Uriin,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Ingenoll,  Johnson, 
Oeofge  W.  Jones,  J.  GUAcy  Jones,  Roland  Joacs,  Keitt, 
KeiT,  Kidwell,  Kane,  Lamb,  bans,  Lalbam,  LIKy,  Mac- 
donald, McDougall,  McNaIr,  Maxwell,  John  G.  Miller, 
Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Morrison,  Noble,  Olds,  Mnrdvcai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell, 
Pratt,  PresAm,  Puryear,  Ready,  Reese,  RMiardsun,  Tbns. 
Rltch^,  Rabbins,  Roare,  BulBa,  SayBioar.SlMW,  Showor, 
Singleloii,  Gerril  Smith,  William  Snilh,  tViUism  R.  Smith, 
George  W.  Smyik,  Alexander  n.8lepliena,BeslorL. Ste- 
vens, Sualton,  Slraub,  Andrew  Sloan,  David  Stuart,  John 
J.  Taylor,  Natheniet  O.  Taybw,  Tweed,  Vail.  Vansant, 
Walbiidge,  Walker,  Watak,  Wells,  Westbiook,  WWa, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  ZolUcor- 
rer— 118. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  moUoa 
made  to  la.y  the  appeal  from  the  ilccision  of  (he 
Chair  upon  the  (able. 

Mr.  (3000RICH.  Upon  that  question  I  ask 
to  be  excused  from  vtMing. 

Mr.  SAQE.  I.  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  rais*  the  question  of 
order,'  tha(  (he  previous  question  having  besn 
demanded,  cula  off 'not  Ao'y  all  apeeches  and 
•unendnients,  but  nil  motion*  of  ikia  sort. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  states  eor- 
rectly  that  the  previous  qitration  has  been  da- 
manded,  but  it  has  not  been  sccondsd, 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  is  very  true;  bat 
the  reason  1  have  adduced  that  (he  demand  cuts 
off  all  motions  of  this  sort,  aa  well  as  motions  to 
amend  and  discussion,  still  holds  good. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  want  to  sngigeat  to 
the  Chair  that,  after  ^he  previous  question  has 
biirn  demsnded,  the  rules  prescribe  that  only  cer- 
tain motions  can  be  made,  and  that  this  is  not  one 
of  them. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Will  the  Chair  allow. me  lo 
Bay  that,  under  the  decision  of  (heChair,(licnilM 
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are  suapended,  and  that  this  rule  is  therefore  not 
npplicanle?    [Laiighier.] 

The  SPEAKEil.  The  Chair  will  remark  to 
(gentlemen  upon  all  sidee,  that  discuMion,  asthf^ 
arc  very  well  aware,  is  not  in  order.  The  Chair 
will  pire  his  dreiiion  upon  the  qoeStion,  if  the 
House  wish  him  to  do  so.  The  Chair  decides 
that  the  motion  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts be  excused  from  votinR  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CLtNQMAN.  From  that  decision  I  take 
•n  appeal. 

Mr.  FLAGLER.  1  raise  the  question  that 
one  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  being 
already  uencNng,  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides,  for  the 
same  reason  that  he  gave  a  sintilar  decision  the 
other  day,  that  the  nnpeal  is  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBUR'NG,  of  Illinois.  I  moTS  to 
lay  (he  appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  My  appeal  is  upon  the 
same  ground  as  that  upon  which  i  took  an  appeal 
the  other  day. 

The  SPEAK  ER.  The  Chair  decided  the  other 
day,  opon  a  precisely  similar  question,  that  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  the  right  to 
take  an  appeal,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  an 
emiiienlly  practical  question,  rather  than  upon  the 
express  authority  of  any  rule.  The  gentleman 
from  Msssachuselts  [Mr.  Goodkich]  now  asks 
to  be  excused  from  voting.  The  Chair  decides 
that  he  has  the  right  to  make  that  motion.  From 
this  decision  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
takes  an  appeal,  and  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
moves  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the  table.  The  ques- 
tion is,  therefore,  upon  the  latter  motion. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  of  lIHnois.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  my  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  As  this  js  rather  an  im- 
portant question,  1  move  that  tBere  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  mo- 
tion not  to  be  in  order  at  this  tiffle> 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  what  ground?  Busi- 
ness has  transpired  since  the  motion  was  made 
and  decided. 

The  SPEAKER.    What  bnsiness  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  A  motion  to  adjourn,  and 
qussdons  of  order. 
'  The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  adjourn  has 
bsRi  made;  but  the  Chair  decides  that  nothing 
has  occorreid  which  could  Aimish  a  reason  for  thw 
House  10  change  its  decision. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Chair,  1  will  refer  him  to  decisions  of  the  Chair 
on  Thuroday  and  Friday  week,  and  I  will  also 
refer  him  to  the  decision  of  M  r.  Speaker  Cobb  on 
the  18th  o(  February,  K-tO;  all  of  which  are,  that 
a  motion  to  adjourn  over  may  be  repeated  after 
any  business  has  transpired. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  remember  that  the  decision  now  made  by  the 
Chair  was  sustained  by  the  House  last  week. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  sir,  I  desire  to  refer 
the  Chair  to  his  own  decision  on  Monday  last, 
and  to  those  made  by  him  on  Thursday  and  Fri- 

'fcrieTof  "Order!"  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  trusts  the  House 
wilt  allow  the  gentleman  fW>m  Ohio,  to  proceed  in 
his  suggestions. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Last  Thursday  and  Friday 
it  was  repeatedly  entertained. 
'  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  may  so  decide 
again  to-day  for  nught  he  knows;  but  he  sees  noth- 
ing, in  his  opinion,  which  may  reasonably  change 
the  purpose  of  the  House  in  reference  to  the  call 
of  the  House.  Very  many  even  doubt  whether 
it  can  be  entertained  during  the  day.  Formyself 
I  do  not.  I  think  the  question  of  time  as  well  aS 
the  action  of  the  House  might  be  well  considered 
in  regard  to  the  demaVid  fbr  a  call  of  the  Hoiise. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  tellers  on 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nay*. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  iMOtitsoLL 
and  Campbell  were  appointed.  ' 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  telleni  reported 
— Htyea  forty-nine,  (a  sufficient  .number.) 

So  the  yeas  ami  nays  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decided  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  a  right  to  sub- 
mit a  motion  that  the  House  excuse  him  from 
voting  on  a  pending  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.    From  that  decisien,  the  gentleman 


from  North  (Xrolina  [Mr.  Clinohan]  took  ao 
appeal.  A  luution  was  iheu  made  that  the  ap- 
peal do  lie  upon  the  tablr. 

Mr.  MATTBSON.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  the  last  motion 
voted  on;  and  the  Chair  decides  it  to  be  out  of 
order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  appeal  upon  the  table;  and  it  was  deciJed  in 
the  negative — yeas  88,  nays  105;  as  follows: 

TEAS — McMra.  Ball,  Ranki,  Belcher,  Bpnnefl,  Benaon, 
Benion,  Csmpbell,  Carp,*nter,  UhanrllHr,  Crocker,  Gsllom, 
Onllin({,  Thomas  Unvi^,  Drom,  Ue  Wilt,  Dick,  Dickinson, 
Drain,  Etiperton,  EiIinniidii,~Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  £l)i8on, 
Glherldi^^  Brerhart,  Parley,  Peflton,  Flfigler,  fuller,  Gnm- 
t»le,  GiddingN,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Hartan,  Andrew 
J.  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hastlni[a,  Haven,  Hteater,  Howe, 
Hughes,  HunI,  Daniel  T-  Jone:i,  Kitlreiltfe,  Knox,  Llndsley, 
Lyon,  MrCutloch,  Mace,  Matlcson,  nfnyall,  Mcnchain, 
Middleswartli,  Mnrnn,  Murray,  Nldinls,  Noble,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  ParkKf ,  Peek,  Pennington,  Bishop  PerkiiM, 
Pringls,  Puryear.  David  Rticbie,Tbonia*RiU;heT,Ru«ell, 
Sabin,  Bage.  Sapp,  Seymour,  Siminons^lmuon,  Andrew 
Smart,  John  L.  'niylor,  Nathaniel  O.  Tavlor,  Thur«ion, 
Tracy,  Troiii,  ITpbam,  Wade,  VValley,  Elllhu  B.  Waah- 
burne,  Isrul  Wnshbura,  John  Wenlwortli,  Tampan  Want- 
worth  Wheeler,  and  Yales— 88. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ab>!rcrombiR,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Rarksdale, 
Rarry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bnye«,  Breckinrid|ie,  Bridfri-s,  Ca- 
rutherv,  Caakle,  Cbastian,  Cburchwell,  Clark,  Clinsiaan, 
Cobb,  Colquitt,  Coz,  (.Praise,  Gumming,  John  G.  Davis, 
Dawsnn,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,4)anhRin,£dinuiid>on, 
Jahn  M.  Elliott.  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Oonde, 
Graea,  Greenwood,  Orpy,  namiltnn,  Sunpson  W.  Hania, 
Wllty  P.  Harria,  Headricks,  Uenn,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hillyer, 
Ingersnil,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Holand  Jimea,  Keill,  Kerr, 
Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Macdonald,  lucDon- 
mll,  Maxwell,  John  O.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  MiHson,  Olds, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John'  Perkins,  Phelps, 
Powell,  PlMI,  Preston,  Ready,  BicbafdMni,  Riddle,  Rows, 
RulDn,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Sinileiou,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W. 
Smyth,  Siiodgnwa,  Pmleriek  P.  Sianion,  Rieliard  H. 
Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hesior  L .  Stevens,  Straub, 
David  Sluart,  John  I.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vaaaani,  Wid- 
bridge.  Walker,  Warren,  Wrils,  Wefihronk,  Wiite,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  Uendrick  B.  Wright,  and  ZolUcoOer— IDS.      « 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  appeal  upon 
the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  rscora  on 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  CAM  PBELL.  I  riM  to  present  ths  oues^ 
tion  of  order  wbelbsr,  under  the  rulings  or  ths 
Chair  heretofore,  this  appcal'can  bk  enteitttined' 
while  antHher  appeal  is  oinimtl 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  stated,  when  he 
entertained  ths  appaal  awhile  sgo,  that  he  did  so 
in  accordance  with  the  procties  of  the  other  day. 
A  precisely  similar  caa«  occurred  then,  as  the 
gentleman  will  recollect.  He  stated  further  that 
he  did  ao  from  lAcsssity,  and  as  a  practical  mcaa- 
ure,  under  the  peculiar  eircumstancss  of  the  case, 
rath^  than  with  any  justification  under  the  rtiles 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  will  be  recollected  when 
the  question  was  raised  week  befbre  last,  that  the 
Chair  then  decided,  and  T  think  that  he  was  sus- 
tained by  ths  Hotise,  that  pending  ona  appeal 
another  appeal  could  not  be  mads. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  law  of  the  House, 
and  the  Chair  feels  all  its  force  in  this  particular ' 
case;  bul^having  entertained  the  appeal,  he  will 
uow  change  hit  decision.  Ths  gentleman  would 
have  thought  it  hard  if  the  Chair  had  overruled' 
the  right  which  the  Chair  thoOght  (be  gentleman 
had,  under  the  rule,  to  vote.  He  would  have 
thought  it  hard  if  he  could  not  have  appealed  from 
that  decision.  This  is  a  privileged  question.  It 
goes  to  the  privilege  of  a  member;  and  some  weight 
IS  to  be  given  to  that  consideration  in  admitting  an 
sppsal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  thi^t  ths  Hoivie  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.    ThAt  motion  Is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  motion  to  adjourn 
over  cannot  be  repeated.  It  has  been  ones  de- 
cided to-day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  admin- 
ister the  rules  of  the  House  pracAcally  and  iiistly. 
He  decides  (hat  the  House  hits  a  right  to  adjourn 
over.    It  is  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  So  die  Chair  has  ruled 
before. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  sven  of  a  higher  grade 


when  viewed  in  one  aspect  than  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  After  the  House  has  once 
refused  to  adjourn  over  ? 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  House  having  once  voted  to-day  that  they 
would  not  adjourn  over,  how  can  that  nioliou  be 
repeated  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Since  the  motion  to  adjourn 
over  was  made. and  negatived,  (here  has  been  a 
vote  tak^n  on  a  motion iha^  iherebe a  call  of  the 
House.  Some  time  elapsed.  There  has  also 
been  a  vote  on  the  motion  thatthf  appeal  fmrn  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  do  lie  upon  the  table.  There 
has  been  action  further  on  two  motions  to  adjourn. 
The  Chair  entertiuns  the  mofion  under  .the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  am  constrained  to  take  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  <>f  tbe^Cbair,  belieTiogit 
tobewroiig. 

Mr.  CAMFBEI^.  I  rise  to  .a  question  of 
order.  Wjien  two  appeals  are  pending,  may  « 
third  one  he  taken  from  the  decision  of  the.Chair  i 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  If  the  appeal  be.pot  in  order, 
the  motion  is  nnt  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thp  original  practice  was,  that 
one  appeal  coiild  not  be  made  on  another.  That, 
however,  is  in  reference  to  the  same  subject;  but 
on  subjects  entirely  different,  one  from  the  other, 
the.case  is  otherwise.  That  is  the  recollection  of 
the  Chair.  If  any  gentleman  has  distinct  recol- 
lection of  practice  different  from  (hat, the  Chair 
woald  be  glad  to  hear  of  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURCiE,  of  Illiiiois.  I  move  to 
lay  the  appeal  from  the  ilecision  of  the  Chair  upon 
the' table;  and  6n  that  Motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  Sl'EAKER.  Ths  Chair  entertains  the  mo- 
tion, that  when  the  Housi  adjoamri,  it  be  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  next.'    Fl^m  thst  decision  the 

fentleman  from  New  Hampshire  tak^s  an  apR^fil. . 
'he  gentleman  from  niTnoia  moved  "that  the  appeal 
do  lie  upon  ths  table.  On  the  latter  proposition 
the  yeas  and  nays  hate  been  demanded.       ' 

Mr.WHEfiLER.  T  demand  tclleja  on  ths 
yeas  and  nays. 

Teller*  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. Cdlloh  and 
BococK  were  appointed.'  . 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  denpsnd 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  fifty 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  liiove  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  mo- 
tion out  of  order 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  take  an  appeal,  then, 
as  there  are  only>three  appeals  already  pending. 
[Laughter,  and  cries  oT  *•  Good  !*T  I  respectfully 
take  an  appeal  frOm  (he  decision  of  the'Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not  satsr- 
tain  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  Chair  will  witartain 
three  appeals,  but  nbt  it'  fourth  ! 

Mr.  HIBBARD.   I  call  the gentlemap  toqrder. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  W  AfH- 
bdbme'i  motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega' 
tiv( — yeas  85,  nays  ^'04;  as  follow^ : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ball,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benson,  Ben- 
Ion,  (^iiinpltell,  ('urpf^iitcr,  Cliaii(]l»-r,  Crocker,  (Solium, 
<;ur!is,  Thmiias  Davis,  Denn,  De  Wilt,  Dick,  Dickinson, 
Drum,  Ed(:ertoii,  Kdmands,  Thomas  D.  P.llol,  Kllison, 
Kihcriilgt',  Evpfh.Trl.  Farley,  Fenton,  Flatfler,  Fiilifr,  V,\A- 
ditigs,  Ooodrirh,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  .Anilrcw  J.  Hatlnn, 
HarriiHtii,  Hastings,  Haven,  Hiesler,  Ilowc,  Hunt,  Hani,'! 
T.  Jones,  Kitlredgp,  Knox,  Lindslpy,  McCitllocIt,  Mace, 
Mnltesiui,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarlh,  Millson.  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Nichols,  Nolile,  Norlon.  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Peck,  Peniiinglnn,  Bishop  Perkins,  Princlc,  Pur- 
vpar,  David  Rjlchie,  Itusaell,  f^abin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seymour, 
'siininoiis,!^kcllon,GcrrilSnillh,  Stratlon,  Andrew  Smart, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Natlianiel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy, 
Trout.  Uphain,  VVndo,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.Washburne, Israel 
Waslihurn,  John  Wentworth,  Tappan  Wenlwortli,  and 
WhcelLT-55. 

NATS— Mea<n.  Aberenimbte,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Asht,  Dtnrld  J.  Bnlhy,  BarkadnFe,  Bony,  Bell.  Bo- 
cock, Boyce,  Rreekinrlilge,  Bridges,  Brooks,  Camthers, 
Chasiain,  Churcbwell,  Clark,  Cllngman,  Cobb,Cox,  Cralge, 
Gumming,  JohnG.  Davis,  Dawmn,  Dlnieyjlowdeil,  Dun- 
bar, Dusakal,  EdinoitdsAn,  JohnM.'Eniotl.Fialkner.  Flor- 
ence, QsniMe,  Green,  Sreenwooll,  Qtky,  BatnilH&i,  Samp- 
son W.  Hatrto,  Hendricks,  Henn,  RiUMifd,  Rill,  Btllyer, 
Inieranlf,  J.'  Glancy  Jniies,  Roland  Jones,  Kelti,  Kerr, 
Kidwell,  Knrtz,  Lamb,  Laiie,  Laitiam,  Lilly,  Macdonald, 
McNalr,' Maxwell.  John O'.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Morrison, 
Olds,  MordecalOliwr,  Off,  Packer,  John  IVrklns,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preston,  Ready,  Reese,  Richard- 
son, RliMIe,  Robbina,  ItalHnjBuaqiian,  Sliaw,  fihuwer, 
Biugleion,  Sartluet  A.  Smltli,  WUtiam  Smith,  Willlau)  R. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1*246 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  22, 


Smiib,  G«or|te  W.  Smyth,  8no<l|rH«,  Fraderiek  P.  Stan- 
ton, Richard  H.  Bianion,  Alexander  H.  Siepbenn,  Straub, 
David  Smart,  John  J.  I'ay'o'-  Tweed,  Vail,  Vaimnt,  Wal- 
bridce.  Walker,  Walah,  Warren,  Welle,  WeMbrook, 
Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt,  Heodrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zolll- 
cofllir— 104. 

So  the  House  refoeed  to  lay  the  appeal  upon 
the  Ubie. 

The  qaeetion  recurred  upon  Mr.  Hibbaro's 
appeal. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  aak  for  the  jreaa  and  oaya. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  telleiB  on  the 
yeae  and  naye. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Pbilupb 
and  Cdllom  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yetu  and  nays  were  ordered. 

A  Mbhbbh.  What  is  the  question  now  before 
the  body  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  was  made  that 
the  House  ailjoum  over.  The  Chair  entertained 
that  motion.  The  f^entleman  ftom  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Hibbard]  contended  that  the  motion 
tn  adjourn  over  was  not  in  order,  and  appealed 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  entertaining  that 
motion.  The  question  is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judement  of  the  House?" 
<  The  roll  was  called;  and  the  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  87,  nays  98;  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEAS — Meaan.  Ball,  Beleber,  Bennett,  Beaaon,  Ben- 
Inn,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Collom,  Cu( 
ting,  Thomaa  Davli,  Dean,  De  WUl,  Dick,  Diekinaon, 
Drnm,  Edgertoa,  Thomaa  D.  Eliol,  Elliwm,  Elherldge,  Ev- 
erbart,  Farley,  Fenlon,  Flagler,  Oamble,  Olddioiia,  Oood- 
rich,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Ilarlan,  Harriaon, 
Haalinga,  Haven,  Hiealer, Howe,  llugbea.OanieJT.Jnnea, 
Kitlredge,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lindaley,  MeCalloeb,  Mace, 
Haueaon,  Mayali,  Meaeham,  Middleawanh,  Miltoon.  Mor- 
can,  Morriaon,  Murray,  NoMc,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  PenniMton,  Blabop  Ferkina,  Prln- 

Sle,  Puryear,  David  Eiiehle,  Thomaa  Bitcbey,  RobmII, 
abin,  Bage,  Bapp,  Seynwnr,  Simmona,  Bkelton,  Gerrit 
Smith,  Suaiion)  Andrew  Stuart,  John  h .  Taylor, TkaiMnn, 
Tracy,  Upham,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellibn  B.  Waabbunie, 
laraet  Waabburn,  W«IU,  John  Weatwortb,Tapnsn  Weal- 
worth,  and  Wheeler— 87. 

NATS— Meaaia.  Abercromble,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  Willla 
Allen,  Aahe,  Oayld  i,  Bailey,  Bony,  Bell,  Beeoek,  Boyee, 
BreckinridKe,  Btidgea,  Brooka,  Caralhera,  Csakie,  Chaa- 


ner,  Florence,  Onode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Samp- 
eon  W.  Harria,  WUey  P.  Hsnla,  Hendrlcka,  Henn,  Hibbard, 
Hill,  Hillyer,  Ingeraoll,  i.  Glancy  Jonea,  Boland  Jonea, 
Keltt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Knrtz,  Lamb,  Lane.  Latham,  Lilly, 
Macdonald,  McDougail,  McNair,  John  G.  Millar,  Smith 
Miilei,  Oldi,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Oir,  Packer,  John  Perkina, 
Phelpa,  Phillips,  Powell,  Beady,  Reeee,  Richardaon,  Rid 
die,  Rowe,  Riiffin,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Singleton, 
Bamnel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,Oeone  W.  Smyth,  Snod- 
graiia,  Frederick  P.  Stanlon,  RichanI  H.'Stanton,  Alexan- 
der ii.  Stephena,  Shanb,  David  Siuart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
Tweed,  Vail,  Vaoaanl,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walah,  War- 
ren, Weaibmok,  Wiue,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Beadrick 
D.  Wrigbi— «8. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Will  the  Chair  Mate 
(he  next  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbbll,] 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MORGAN.    I  call  for  the  veas  and  nays. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called;  and  the  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  73,  nays  lUO;  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Ball,  Bennett,  Benaon,  Benton,  Camp 
bell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,Cracker,  Cuttom,  Curtia.Thomaa 
Davia,  Dean,  Da  Wiu,  Dick,  Diekinaon,  Edgenon,  Ed- 
manda  Tlinniaa  D.  Elini,  Etheridre,  Everbarl,  Farley, 
Flagler,  Giddings, Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew 
J.  Harlan,  Ha/rlaon,  Haatlnga,  Haven,  HIeater,  Howe, 
Uughea,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Junea.  Kiuredge.  Knox,  Linda- 
ley,  Lynn,  McCulloch,  Maee,  Mntteaou,  Hayail,  Meaeh- 
am, MiddleawarUi,  Morgan,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Peck,  Pennington,  Biibop  Perkina,  Pringle, 
David  Ritchie,  Sabia,  Sage,  Sapp,  SimnHina,  Bkelton, 
Oerril  SmiUi,  Andrew  Smart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy. 
ITpham,  Wade,  Walley,  Elliliu  B.  Wariibume,  larae! 
Washburn,  Welle,  John  WentworUi,  Tapaaa  Wemwonh. 
and  Wheeler— 73. 

NATS— Mesne.  Abercmmble,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  Willla 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barry, 
Bell,  Bocoek,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Catulhera, 
Caakie,  Chasiain,  Charehwell,  Clark,  ciingman,  Cohb, 
Colquitt,  Coi,  Craige,  Cumming,  Cnlung,  JiAin  G.  Davia, 
Dawson,  Disney.  Dnwdrll,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Edmandson, 
John  M.  Elliott,  Engllah,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Gamble, 
Gmide,  Greenwund.  Grey,  Sampson  W.  Hatria,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Ingeraoll,  Ro- 
laud  Jonea,  KeitI,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Lamb,  Latham,  Letrher, 
Maednnnid,  MoDougnll,  McNair,  Maxwell,  John  G.  Miller, 
Smith  Miller,  M  illaon,  Olda,  Mofdecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer, 


John  Perkina,  Phelps 'Phillips,  Powell,  Puryear,  Reese, 
Richardaon,  Itiddle,  Rabbins,  Rnwe,  RutDn,  Sliannon, 
Shaw,  Shower,  Singletun,  Samnel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgraaa,  Frederick  P.  Sum- 
ton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.Stepliens,  Strsttnn, 
Straub,  David  Sluan,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vansani,  VValtiridae, 
Walker,  Walah,  Weatbrook,  Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 100. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  (question  recurs  on  the 
appeal  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cliho- 

MAN.] 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  submitthat  that  motion 
is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Sage]  is  not  in  order.  , 

Several  MicMBCRi.  State  the  question. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Goodrich] 
Eiul  a  right  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  House 
excuse  him  from  voting  on  the  appeal  taken  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair.  From  thia  decision — 
that  the  motion  was  in  order — the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clinouam]  takes  an  appeal; 
and  the  question  before  the  body  is,  "Shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chai(  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  House?"       ^ 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.    I  move  now, 
if  it  is  in  order,  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  decides  that  that 
motion  is  not  in  order  until  this  appeal  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Prom  that  deeisioiv  of 
the  Chair  I  take  an  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertala 
it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal 
on /he  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  A  similarmotion  bos  been 
just  voted  down. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  submitted 
by  the  gentJeiMUi  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camfbeli.]  has 
been  voted  down  a  few  minutes  since. 

Mr.  SAGE.    I  want  to  inquire  from  the  Chair 
if  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  adjourn  ? 
The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were— 
yeas  82,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Ball.Banka,  Bennett,  Benaon,  Benton, 
Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Catling, 
Thomaa  Davia,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Diekinaon,  Ed- 
genoii,  Edmanda,  Thomaa  D.  Eliol,  Etheridge,  Ever- 
fian,  Farley,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gld^nga,  Goodrich, 
Grow,  Aaron  HailaD,  Andrew  J.  Uarlan,  RhsUngs,  Haven, 
HIeater,  Howe,  HuglMik  Hani.  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Kitlredge, 
Knox,  Lelclicr,  LTndsfey,  Lyon,  McCuHoeh,  Halleaon, 
Meacnam,Middle8warth,Mlllaon,Morgan,Marray,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Bishop 
Perkina,  Pringle,  Puiyesr,  David  Ritchie,  Babin,  Bagc, 
Bapp,  Simmona,  Skellon,  Oeriii  Siuilh,  Andrew  Siuart, 
Tracy,  Trout,  Upham,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
bnme,  Israel  Washburn,  John  Wentworth,  Tappan  Weat- 
worth,  and  Wheeler— 88. 

NATS— Meaeia.  AbereraaMe,  Janiea  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Alleo,^  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale.  Bell,  Bocoek,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Brooke, 
Caruthers,  Caakie,  Cha8tain,Cbrisman,  Churchwell,  I  .'lark, 
Ciingman,  Cobb,  Cnlqnin,  Cox,  Craige,  Cnmmiag,  John 
6.  Davia,  Dawaon,  Oieney,  Dowdell,'  Dnnbsr,  Dnnbam, 
Edmundaon,  JobnM.  EllioH,  English,  Florence,  Goode, 
Gieen,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Sampson  W.  Harria,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Hendrlcka,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hlllyear,  Inger- 
aoll, Roland  Jonea,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb, 
Lane,  Latham,  MacdonaM,  McDoagall,  McNair,  Maxwell, 
John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Olds,  Murdecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Juhu  Perkins,  Phillips,  Powell,  Preston,  Beeie, 
Richardaon,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Rogers,  Rowe,  Ruffiti, 
Shannon,  Shaw,  Shoiver,  Singleinn,  Samuel  A.  Smith 
William  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth, 
Snodgraaa,  Frederick  P.  Suntoa,  Richard  H.  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stepliena,  Straab,  David  Stuart,  Vsnsant, 
Walbridge,  Walker,  Walah,  Warren,  WesUtrook,  Wine, 
Daniel  B.  Wrigh^  Beadrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zonieoflbt^ 
100. 
So  the  decision  of  the  Choir  was  overruled. 
Mr.  MORGON.  I  move  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and  upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeaa 

and  nays.  

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  MATTBaow 
and  KuTT  were  apgpinted. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  forty  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  GOODRICH.     I  now  move  that  when 
the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  until  Wednesday 
next. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  the  motion 
out  of  order,  under  the  decision  just  mode  by  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  was  deciilel  in  the  negative — yeoB 
68,  nays  101;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Haaai*.  Banka,  Bennett,  Benaon,  Benton,  Camp- 
bell, Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Dean,  De  Will, 
Dick,  Diekinaon,  Eaatman,  Edgerion,  Edua(idB,  Thomaa 
D.  Elio^  Ellison,  Etheridge  Everhan,  Farley,  Flagler,  Gid- 
dlnga,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Hastings,  Haven, 
Hiester,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kluredge, 
Knox,  Lindaley,  McOulloch,  Matteann,  Heaebam.  Mid- 
dleswanh,  Morgan,  Monisan.  Murray,  NicMa,  Nonoo, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pennlngtanj  Bishop  Per- 
kins, Pringle,  David  Ritchie,  Babin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Sim-  ^ 
mons,  Bkelton,  Gerrit  Smith,  Andrew  Smart,  Tracy,  Trout, 
Upham,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  laiaei 
Washburn,  John  Wemwonh,  Tappan  Wentworth,  and 
Wlieeler-<S. 

N  ATS— Mesara.  Abercrnmbie,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  Willie  Al- 
len, Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barkadale, 
Barry,  Bell,  Bocoek,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,Brldges,  Brooke, 
Carutnera,  Caskle.  Chaatain,  Chrisman,Chun:hweli,  Clark, 
Ciingman,  Cobb,  CoiquiU^Cox,  Craiite,  Cumming,  John G. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Ed- 
mnndann,  Jnim  M.Elliott,  English,  Floreucc,Fuller,aaade, 
Greenwood, Grey,  Sampaon  W.  Bania,  Wiley  P.  Harris, 
Hendrlcka,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hill,Bouston,  Ingeraoll, Gcnrve 
W.  Jonea,  J  Glancy  Jonea,  Roland  Jones,  Keiit,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well, Kurtz. Lamb,  Lane,  Letcher,  MacdonaM,  McDouaall, 
McNair,  Maxwell,  John  6.  Miller,  Smith  Miller.  Olda, 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phillips,  Pow- 
ell, Preston,  Puiyear,  Reese,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbina, 
Rowe,  Ruflln,  Shannon.  Bhaw,  Shower,  Singleton,  Sam- 
uel A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  WIHiam  R.  BiniUi,  Georte 
W.  Smyth,  Snodgraaa,  Frederick  P.  Stantnn,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  David  Siuart,  Tweed,  Vanaonl,  Walbridge, 
Walker,  Walsh,  Warren,  Weatbrook,  WiUe,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zolllcoffer— 101 . 

So  the  Houft  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  rules  that  mo- 
tion out  of  order  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  From  that  decision  I  respect- 
fully take  an  appeal. 

The  SPEAKEtl.  The  Chair  haa  already  de- 
clined to  entertain  an  appeal,  as  there  is  an  appeal 
already  pending  before  the  House. 

This  morning  the  rule*  of  the  House  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolved  itsdf  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the' 
Union.  The  committee  rose,  and  reported  to  tho 
House  a  bill — the  Nebraska  bill — upon  which  tb* 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  generally,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
a  resolution^  The  Chair  decided  that  motion  oiu 
of  order,  llie  Chair  remarked  at  the  time  tlMt 
the  House  was  acting  nnder  a  suspension  of  ths 
rules. 

Gentlemen  are awarethat there  area  good  many 
privileged  motions,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been 
crowd«i  upon  the  Chiit  in  a  very  short  space  of 
time,  and  inamanner  well  calculated  to  embarrass. 
The  Chiur  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  House 
was  then  acting  under  a  siupcnsion  of  the  rules, 
and  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  suspend  the  -rules 
generally;  and  he  alao  stated  that  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  generally — which  motion  is  alio  wed 
only  on  Mondays — and  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committe* 
of  the  Whole,  were  of  equal  dignity,  and  thot  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  put  them  in  the  order 
in  which  they  were  made. 

Some  gentlemen  Called  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  uie  fact  that  it  wiu  the  hirt>it  of  the  Houae, 
after  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  reported  a 
bill,  without  acting  upon  that  report,  to  suspend 
the  rules,  and  go  mick  into  committee.  The  Chair 
then  doubted  the  correctness  of  his  original  de- 
cision; and  but  for  the  fact  that  the  previous  iiuea- 
tion  had  been  demanded,  the  Chair  would  nave 
reviewed  his  decision. 

The  Chair's  decision,  then,  is,  that  during  the 
pendency  of  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, it  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rulea 
for  either  purpose.  The  Chair  is  sustained  in 
that  decision  by  his  own  praotiee,  as  it  appears 
upon  the  Journal.  The  Chair  thinks  this  is  a 
rational  and  practical  administration  of  the  rule*. 
If  it  be  rememberied  that  upon  the  question  of 
seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
the  yeas  and  nays  cannot  becalled,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  would  require  but  a  single  votd  to  deoiila 
whether  the  House  will  order  the  main  question; 
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•nd  that  do  haidship  can  result  if  the  rules  are 
dtus  administered  constantly. 

From  the  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Climomah]  to  lay  that 
appeal  upon  the  table.  That  ia  the  pending  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  appeal  has  just 
been  voted  down. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  was  another  appeal. 

The  question  was  then  pot;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmaUTe — yeas  114,  nays  67;  aa  follows: 

FEAS— MeMra.  Abererombie,  June*  C.  AII«d,  Witlli 
Allea,  A>he,  David  1.  Bailey,  Thomas  B.  Bayly,  Banki, 
Banadale,  Bairy,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bovce,  BreckliuMfe, 
BridfM,  Brooke,  Carailien,  Caikle,  CIUMlaln,Chi1«iDaii, 
Cbai«bwell,Clark,Clliifnaa,  Vobb,  Colqailt,Coz,  Cniiie, 
Oaamiof ,  Conine,  John  3.  Oaeie,  DawMn,  Dlmey,  Dow- 
ddl,  Dnnham,  EdmiuidMm,  Jobn  M.  Eltloil,  Engliib,  Elb- 
eridge,  Florence,  Pullflr,Qftiiible,Ooode,Oraen,GreeDwood, 
Grey,  Hamilloo,  Sampeon  W.  Harrie,  Wiley  P.  Harria, 
Heiidrieka,  Henn,  HiMwrd,  Hill,  Hillyer,  HotMoa,  Inger- 
ioll,  Jobnaon,  George  W.  Joeea,  1.  Olaitcy  Jones,  Bojand 
Jonee,Knr,Kidwell,Kuru,  Lamb,  Lane,  Lalbam.Letcher, 
Lilly,  Lindley,  Macdonald,  McDoumll,  McNaIr,  Maxwell, 
John  O.  Miller,  iJmiUi  Miller,  NoUe,  Olda,  Mnrdecai  Oli- 
ver, Orr,  Packer,  Jobn  Perkine,  Pbiilipa,  Pnereli,  Pimton, 
Keese,  Bicbardaon,  Biddle,  Tboniaa  Bilcbey,  BobUna, 
Bowe,  BuHin,  Shannon,  Sbaw,  Shower,  Slngfeioii,  Garrit 
Sralih,  Samuel  A.  Smitb,  William  Snillh,  Wilnanr  B. 
Soiidi,  Georie  W.  Smyth,  Snodgraaa,  Frederick  P.  Sun- 
ten,  Alexander  H.  Blephrna,  Hoior  L.  Slevena,  Simub, 
DafidStuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vannni,  Walbridge, 
Walker,  Walab,  Warren,  WeMbmok,  Wine,  Daniel  IS. 
WricbL  Bendfick  B.  W^ht.and  ZollieolTer— 114. 

NAxS^Meaara.  Ball,  Bennett,  Brnaon,  Benton,  Camp- 
bell, Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Thomai  Davia, 
Dean,  De  Witt,  Dickinaon,  Drum,  Eaaunaa,  Edgervm, 
Edmanda,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Elllaon,  Btrerbart,  fWiey, 
F«)iloa,  Fla(ler,  6iddia«a,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Har- 
lan, Haatinga,  HaTen.  Howr,  Hughea,  Hunt,  Daniel  T. 
Jonee,  Knox,  Lindiley,  Mc47ulloch,  Maiteaon,  Mayall, 
Meaemua,  MIddleewanh,  Motnn,  Morray,  Niehola,  Nof- 
loB,  Andrew  Oliver,  Perker,  Peck,  Pennington,  Blaiiop 
Peikina,  Pringle,  Buateli,  Saoin,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmona, 
Bkelinn,  StraUon,  Andrew  Stnart,  Nathaniel  O.  Taylor, 
Troul,  Upharo,  Wade,  Blliba  B.  Washbume,  larael  Waab- 
bum,  John  Weatwortb,  Tappan  Wentworth,and  Wheeler 
— «7. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  Hevae  laid  the  appeal  upon  dis 
Uble. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  mov*  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  read  to  the 
Hotise  a  precedent  upon  this  point. 

Mr.CLINOMAN.    1  object. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  wish  to  argue  the 
qusotion,  but  onlv  desire  to  have  a  precedent  read. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  object.  There  are  con- 
flicting deciaiona  upon  the  point. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  Is  objected  to,  and  it  can- 
not be  read. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  recoiisider  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  ibr  tcDers  upon  the 
demand  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Etbbridoc 
and  BaacKniRiDaE  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  forty-seven,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SAPP.  I  move  that  the  Houae  do  now 
odjonm.      

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  proposition. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  caU  for  tellers  upon  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednead^y 
nest. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  decision  of  the 
Hotise,  overruling  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the 
Speaker  rulea  the  motion  out  of  order;  and  that 
motion  cannot  be  entertained  during  this  session, 
under  that  decision. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS.  Would  it  be  in  order  to 
take  an  eppaal? 

The  8PBAKBR.  The  Choir  will  not  entertain 
an  appeal. 

Mr.  OlDDINOS.  Did  not  the  Chair  entertain 
«  similar  appeal  when  it  came  from  the  other  side? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  very  reluctantly 
entertained  an  apf>eal  then,  but  he  very  decidedly 
declines  to  entertain  it  now. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Hamiltok 
•nd  Saob  appointed. 

The  Hooae  was  then  divided  upon  ordering  the 


yeas  and  naya;  and  the  tellera  reported  forty  ia 
the  affirmative — more  than-one  fifth  of  those  pres- 
ent. 
*  So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sapp'! 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  75, 
nays  114;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meaan.  Ball,  Banka,  Bennett,  Benaon,  Benton, 
Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Thomaa  Davia, 
Dean,  De  WItl,  Dick,  Dickinaon,  Drum,  Eaitnian,  Edger- 
lon,  Edmesda,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Elllaon,  Eiherldge,  Ever- 
hart,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Giddlnga,  Goodrich,  Grow, 
Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Harrium,  Haatinga,  Ha- 
ven, Howe,  HughoK,  Hum,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Keiiredge, 
Knox,  Lindaley,  Lyon,  McCulloch,  Maitcson,  Middlea- 
warth,  Mo(gan,M urray,  Niclinia,  INuriun,  Andrew  Oliver, 


Tbnraton,  Tracy,  Trout,  Upham,  Wade,  Walley,  Blllhu  B. 
Waahbame,  Israel  Woahbum,  John  Wentwortn,  Tappan 
Wentworih,  and  Yale»^75. 

•  NAYS— MemrK.  Abercrorabie,  Jamea  C.  Allen;  Willie 
Allen,  Aahe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Tbomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bnyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea, 
Brooka,  Canithera,  Caskte,  Chftitaln,  Ctirivman,  Cbarch- 
well,;Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cux,  CraiKe,Cum- 
ming,  Cutting,  John  Q.  DaviR,  Dawaon,  Disney,  Dowdetl, 
Dunliam,  Edniutidron,  John  M.  Ellinti,  English,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  GamblK,  Ooode,  Green,  Grernwood,  Grey,  Ham- 
ilton, tjampson  W.  Hnrrla,  Wiley  P.  Harria,  Hendrieka, 
Henn,  Hlhbard,  Hill,  llillyer,Houiitun,  Ingursnll,  Johnann, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jonea, Kerr, 
Kidwrll,  Knrtx,  Lamb,  Lane.  Leichrr,  Lilly,  Lindley, 
Macdonald,  McDougall,  McNair,  John  G.  Miller,  Siniih 
Miller,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  P.er- 
kins,  Phelps,  Phllllpa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preslou,  Beese, 
Richardson,  Rubblns,  Bowe,  Buffin.  Seymour,  Shannon, 
Shaw,  Shower,  Singteton.'Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R. 
Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgraaa,  Frederick  P.  Stan- 
ton, Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexnnder  H.  Siephena,  Realor 
L.  Stevens,  Suaiton,  Straub,DavidStuart,Jnhn  J.  Taylor, 
Tweed,  Vail,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsh,  War- 
ren, Westbrook,  Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  nendriek  B. 
Wnglit,and  Zollicofler— IH. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vots  by  which  tha  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HTIGHES.  I  demand  tha  yeas  and  naya 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  naya  war*  ordered. 

The  question 'Mraa  taken  upon  the  motion;  and 
decided  in  the  •fiimativ»->yaaa  108,  naya  73;  aa 
follows: 

YEAS— Heaara.  AbetenmUe,  lamee  C.  Allen,  Wmie 
Allen,  Aahe.  David  J.  Bailey,  Tboaiaa  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,'  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,  Biidgea, 
Brooks,  Caruthera,  Caakie,  Chaaiain,  Cbriaman,  Church- 
well,  Olark,.OIIn|inan,  Cobb,  Colquiu,  Craige,  Cumming, 
Curtta,  John  G.  Davia,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Don- 
ham,  Bdnuadsoo,  Bnglisb,  Raulkner,  Florence,  Ooode, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Sampaon  W.  Harria, 
Wiley  P.  Harria,  Hendrieka,  Henn,  BIbbard,  Hill,  Hillyer, 
Hoaaton,  Ingeraoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jonea, 
Rnlaad  Jones,  Kerr,  Kldwell^ans,  Lamb,  Lane,  Letcher, 
Lilly,  Lindley,  Itfacdonald,  McDougall,  Maxwell,  John  O. 
Miller,  Smith  Miller,  NoUe,  Olda,  Mnrdecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Bishop  Perkina,  Pbiilipa,  Powell,  Prall,  Piuloo, 
Poiyeer,  Reeaa,  Blehardson,  Bimlle,  BohMna,  Bowe,  Buffln, 
Shannon,  Siiaw,  Shower,  .Slngleini,  Saoiael  A.  Smith, 
William  Smith.  George  W.  Smylh,  Snodgraaa,  Frederick 
P.  Sunton,  Richard  H.  Slantoo,  Alexander  B.  Siephena, 
lleator  L.  Stevens,  Straob,  David  Sloan,  John  J.  Taylor, 
Tweed,  VaU,  Vaasani,  Walker,  Walaii,  Warren,  Weat- 
brook.  Wine,  Oaaiei  B.  Wright,  Hendriek  B.  Wright,  and 
ZallicofTer— 108. 

NAYS— Mesara.  Ba|l,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benson, 
Benton,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,'Crocker,  Cullom, 
Thomaa  Davia,  Dean,  Dickinaon,  Dmm,  Eaetnum,  Edger- 
ton,  Edmanda,  Thonae  D.  Enei,  Ellison,  Edieridge,  Ever- 
hart,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Giddlnga,  Goodrich,  Aaron 
Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Barian,  ITarrison,  Hastings,  Haven, 
Hieaier,  Howe,  Hnghea,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Kittredge,  Knnx, 
Lindaley,  McCulloch,  Mauaeon,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Mid- 
dleswartb,  Motfsit,  IMorriaan,  Nichota,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Pringle,  Ruaaell,  Sabin, 
Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Skellun,  Straiton,  Andrew  Stuart, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thnrvlim,  Tracy, 
Troai,  ITphain,  Wade,  Biiiha  B.  Washbume,  Israel  Wash- 
bora,  Jobn  Waniwoiih,  Tappan  Weniwaclb,and  Yatea-73. 

So  the  Houae  agreed  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider upon  the  table. 

.  [Loud  and  prolonged  cries  of  "QaeationI" 
"Clnestion!"] 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  tha  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  DEAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  tha 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  opon  Mr.  Sasi'* 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  79, 
naya  116;  aa  followa: 

YE<^— Measrs.  Ball,  Banka,  Belcher,  Benson,  Benlon, 
Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Cunia, 
1'homas  Davia,  Dean,  De  Wilt,  Dickinson,  Druin,Edgerton, 
Edmnnds,  Thomaa  D.  Eliol,  EUisen,  Elheridge,  Everhait, 


Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Giddl^s,  Goodrieb,  Grow,  Aaraa 
Hariaa,  Andrew  J.  Barian,  Barriaon,  Haatinga,  Haven, 
Hieaier,  Howe,  Hughea,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kiifredge, 


Pringle,  Boaaell,  Sabin,  :^age,  Sapp,  Simmona,  SkeilSD, 
Genrit  SmiUi,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nalhaniai 
G.  Taylor,  Thuraton,  Tracy,  Ttonl,  Upham,  Wade,  Wal- 
ley, EIHbu  B.  Waabborae,  lataal  Waslibuca,  Joha  Weat- 
wortb, Wheeler,  and  Yates    79. 

NAYS— Measia.  Abererombie,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  Willie 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barke- 
dale.  Baity,  Bell,  Boeock,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea, 
Brooke,  Carathera,  Caakie,  Chaaiain,  Cborehwell,  Clark, 
Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cunmiag,  Jobn  G,  Davia,  Daw- 
aon,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Edmundaon,  John  M.  El- 
liott, English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Goode,  Green,  Green- 
wood, Grey,  Baaiilloa,  SaoHMOo  W.  Barria,  Hendrieka, 
Henn,  Bikbard,  BUI,  BUtyer,  Booalon,  lateraoll,  George 
W.  JqaemU.  Glancy  Jenea,  Boland  Jonea,  Keltt,  Kerr, 
Kidwell,  Kom,  Lamb,  Lone,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly, 
Lindley,  Macdonald,  MeDongall,  McNoU,  Maxwell,  May, 
John  O.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  HUlaua,  Maniaoa,  Olds, 
Mordecai  Oliver, Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Pheipe,  Pbii- 
lipa, Powell,  Pratt,  Prestoa,  Poryear,  Beeae,  Blehardson, 
Biddle,  Bobbins,  Bogera,  Boron,  Seymour,  Shannon,  Slww, 
Sheerer,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 
William  B.  Smitfa,  George  W.  Smyth,  Snodgrass,  Freder- 
ick P.  Stanton,  Bichasd  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
Kena,  Heater  L.  Stevens,  Stralioo,  Straub,  David  Stuart, 
hn  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vaiif  am,  Walbridge,  Walker 
Walsh,  Warren,  Weaibmok,  Witle,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
Hendriek  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 116. 

So  the  Houae  refuacd  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tha  slat* 
of  tha  Um'on. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  ia  not  in  order 
under  an  expraas  role  sf  the  Housa. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  demand  tha  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  tha 
table. 

The  yeoa  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
there  be  a  cqll  of  the  Houta. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  That  motion  ia  not  in 
order.  The  Houae  has  decided  that  a  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House  ia  not  in  order  at  this  stage  of 
Iheproceedinga. 

Tha  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
demanded  the  previous  queatioa  upon  the  report 
of  tha  Commitiae  «f  tha  Whole  oa  the  atate  of  tha 
Union.  A  motion  that  there  be  a  call  of  tha 
Honoa  waa  mode,  and  the  Hooae  refused  to  order 
it;  thuB  indicating  ita  purpose  to  vote  apen  the 
report  mad*  by  the  eammittee.  Since  that  tima* 
the  condition  of  business  has  not  been  cbangad  at 
all.  The  Chair  therefore  decides  thiu  a  motion 
for  a  call  of  the  House  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  From  that  dtcidon  I 
take  on  appeal. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  submit  that  the  gentle- 
man cannot  take  an  appeal.  A  motion  that  thera 
be  a  esQ  of  the  House  is  not  in  order;  and  an  ap- 
peal from  the  decialon  of  the  Chair  deciding  that 
It  ia  not  in  order,  ia  no  more  in  order  than  it 
would  be  on  a  motion  that  the  Houae  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  There  is  no  appeal  pend- 
ing now,  Mr,  Speaker. 

The  SPEAKSR.  The  Chair  overrules  tha 
point  of  order,  and  decidea  the  appeal  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMaN.  I  move  to  lay  tha  appeal 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Upon  that  I  demand  th« 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeae  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Upon  further  reflection,  I 
will  withdraw  my  motion,  and  allow  the  vote  to  be 
taken  direotly  upon  austoioing  the  deciaion  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  renew  the  motion  to  lay 
the  appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeaa  and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Wheeler's 
motion;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  ]]6, 
nays  73;  as  follows:    ' 

YEAS— Messra.  Abererombie,  James  C.  AHen,  Willie 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  U.  Bailey,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyee,  Breekinrtdge,  Bridgea, 
Ceralhere,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Cbasiain,  Chriiwiaa,  Cburclt- 
well,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige,  Cut- 
ting, Jobn  O.  Davia,  Dawsua,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  ifiinham, 
Edmundsnn,.John  M.Elliott, English,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Gamble,  Goode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilinn.  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbnrd.  Hill, 
Hillyer,  Houston,  Ingcrsoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Keitl,Ken,  Kidwell,  Kims,  Lanb, 
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Luw,  Lelph«r,  LIMv,  r.iiidlw,  l^ynn,  MoCaHneh,  Mte- 
doii>ld,McDiiuptll.McNiilr,  Maxwell,  Mny,  Jnlin  G.  MM- 
lef.  Smllli  Millur,  Miirrtwu,  UIiIk,  Mnrdrrili  Oliver,  Urr, 
Parker,  Pruninslon,  Hivhop  PBrkiiiM,  John  Perkuii,Plielp«, 
PhUlip*.  Punrcll,  Prmum,  PnrveRr,  KpiiS*^.  Riclinrdvon, 
Riddk,  Hohbina,  Bogpr*,  Riiffin.  Shunnnn,  HIiBW,  Shoiv«r, 
SimPetoo.  ^miiiuol  A.  Bniiili,  Wtlluini  Hniith,  Gtmrge  W. 
SinyUi,  Bnndffrosp,  Frederick  P.  Suiiton,  Rlclmrd  H.  Bian- 
tiiH,  AlPXnllder  II.  Bleplipim,  He*t<>r  L.  StPVen«,  8lr«ub, 
'  Da*<d  8luan,Ji4uiJ.  Taylor, Twa«i.  Vail,  Vanmnt,  Wal- 
bndce,  VValktr,  Wairh,  tVarrni,  Ellikn  II.  Wariitiume, 
Wwilmok,  Whl«,  DaaM  B.  WMglil,  Hendrlck  B.  Wrigtii, 
andZnllln>(n!r~l(8. 

NAYS— MaMra.  Ball.Blmka,  nelchar,Benmn,Raii«>ii, 
Benton,  CaninheJI,  Crncker,  Cullnm,  CanU,  Thomas 
Oavia,  Oean,  Oe  VVItl,  Dick,  Dlckinmn,  Drum,  Kd|p>rlan, 
Edmaiida,  TboDia>  D.  Kllnl,  Rllimn,  Klbcrldce,  Everhart, 
Karlry.'KMiioB.  Flagler,  Faller,  Gnndtieb,  Green,  Grow, 
Aamn  Haria*,  Harrlann,  Hasiim,  Haven.  Hiwtet,  Hnm, 
Hiighea, Hunt,  Jolmaon,  Daid«IT. Jowa, Kini*d|te.  Knax, 
Lindaley,  Mac*,  Maliaami.  Majrall,  MeaehantaMiddlaa- 
wanli,  MiHmn,  Moman,  Murray,  NIehola,  N'lrinn,  An- 

*  drew  Oliver,  Parkfer,  Peck,  Prinf  le,  David  Ritchie,  Rusaell, 
6a|t«,  Sapp,  Rlnunnna,  Mkallon,  Jnbn  h.  Taylor.  tVallwniijI 
G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Truui,t;pliam,  Wallay.  la- 
nri  Waslibum,  John  Weutwortli,  Tappan  Waiilwoith, 
and  Vales— 73. 

So  the  appeal  was. laid  upon  tli*  t»if\»,  and  th4 
deciaion  of  ihe  Chair  autrtained. 

Pending  thecali  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  WHKELER,  who  waa  oataide  the  bar 
when  his  name  waa  called,  asked  leave  to  TOie. 

Mr.  WALSH  objected. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a 
privile^td  motion.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  appeal  was  iKid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  How  did  you  vote  upon 
that  motion  I 

Mr.  WASHBURNB.  I  voted  with  the  ma- 
jdriiy. 

Mr.  MORQAN.    Upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 

*  tleman  froni  Illinois  I  demand  the  yeas  and  naya. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  1  submit  that  that  motion 
is  not  in  i>rder.  >. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  OTermles  the 
question  of  order-  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  and  decides  the  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  rise  to  a  qaestion  of  order. 
I  liow  renew  the  point  I  madcaome  time  ago,  that 
motions  which  are  made  with  the  express  view, 
with  the  czpreaa  intention,  to  retard  the  basineaa 
of  the  Hooae,  are  not  in  oirder. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ovarralea  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  then  appeal  firom  thedeeision 
of  the  Chair.    [Laaehter.] 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  move  to  lay  themotion 
to  reconaider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays  upon 
that  motion. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  demand  tellers  upon 
ordrrine  the  ytaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  WALSH.  A  t  the  mig^estion  of  some  gen- 
tlemen upon  whom  I  rely,  I  withdraw  my  appeal. 

Telien  upon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered; 
and'Memrs.  Wherlir  and  Cox  were  appointed. 

The  Hoim  was  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
fortyH>ne  in  the  affirmative,  (a  su6ficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  upon  Mr.  CuKo- 
mah'i  motion;  and  decided  in  the  oArmative— 
yeas  114,  nays  74;  as  followa:     ^ 

YKAS — MpsBTi'.  Abercromhie,  JnniPA  C.  Allen,  WilliJ 
Alli'M,  A!<hv,  David  J.  Bailey, TlinmnK  11.  Ilayly,  llarkxdHle, 
Barry,  Buciick,  Ituyce,  BreckiiiriiiKH,  Itridued,  Hrooki', 
CarullM-r^,Caskie,CliBv(nlti,Chri,(iiiaii,Chnrchwell.  Clark, 
I'lingnian.  Cobb,  ColqiiJt[,C(>x,  Cmij^e,  Cuuin)iiig,Cilltin)!, 
John  G.  Davis,  Dnwinn,  Dnn-dclf,  Dnnbar,  Eilinund^on, 
John  M.  Ktlioll,  EngllKl),  Faulkner,  F'lorenrr,  Fnller,  Gam- 
blf,Goo(le,  Grt'cft,  Grefnwaud,  Grey,  Hntnillon,  Satnp<na 
W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Ilarri*.  llendrickii,  llenti,  Hibttard, 
liillyer,  HdUdinn,  Ingersnll,  George  W.  Jonen,  J.tllancy 
Jones,  Roland  Jonejt,  Keilt,  Kerr,  Kjdwell,  Knrtz.  Lninb, 
Lane,  L.tl]iain,  I.elclier,  Lilly,  Lyon,  Macdonald,McI)oii 
call,  McXair,  Maxwell,  May,  Jolin  U.  Miller,  Smilh  Miller, 
Million,  MorriHon,  04<Ic,  Mnrdecai  lilivcr,  Orr,  Packer, 
I'heliM,  Philli|i«,  Powell,  Pnryear,  Reese,  Rjchardf^nn.  Hid 
die,Tlioina«  Itiicliey,  Ilohbinn,  Rncerx,  Unwe,  Rudin,Sljiin 
lion,  Shaw,  Shower,  Slnglelon,  Samuel  A.  SniiUi,  Wil- 
llani  Smilli,  VVillinm  R.Sniilli,  Caorgc  W.  Sniylh,  SrioH. 

fraii»,  Frederick  P.  Stamen,  Richard  H.  Sllantoii,  .Aleiaiider 
I.  Stephens,  Hentor  L.  Hlovenn,  David  Sluarl,  Jid]n  J. 
Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vnnnnril,  Wolbridje.  Walker.  Walsh, 
Warren,  Weslbrook,  Wme,  Daniel  B.  VVright,  Hendrick 
B.Wrieht,  and  ZollicoBer— 114. 

NAVIS— McBsrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Ben- 
son,  Canipbell,  ('arpenter.  Chandler,  Crocker,  Cnlbim, 
Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  De  Win.  Dick,  Dickinson,  Drum, 
Edgerton,  Ediiinndf^.Thonias  D.  Kliot,  Glti:*on,  Kthcriilge; 
Everhart,  Farley,  Feiiton,  Flagler.  Giddiligs,  Goodricli, 
Grow.  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hast- 
ing!*, Haven,  Heiiiter,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  Kiltredge.  Knox,  Liiiddley,  Mace,  Mnltetrftn.  May- 
nil,  Meacbani,  Middleiiwarlh,  Morgan,  JMnrray,  Niclioli*, 
Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Penidngton,  Biahop  rw 


kins,  Prilide,  David  Rilvhir,  Russell,  Sage,  Slapp,  SiratlrHi, 
Andrew  Hiiiari.  John  L.  Tayhir.  Natlianin  G.  Tavlnr, 
Tracy,  Trout,  TJphara,  Wade,  Walley,  Eililiu  B.  VVasli- 
burna,  Israel  Waahbiirn,  Jolin  Wenlwortb,  Tappan  Went- 
worth,  Wheeler,  and  Yatea— 74. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

[Cries  of  ••  d-iestion  !"  "  duesiion  !"J 

Mr.  BETNSON.  1  move  that  this  House  do 
now  adinurn. 

Mr;  MORGrAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Bem- 
^oh's  motion;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
72,  nays  117;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measn.  Ball,  Banka,  Belcber,  Bennett,  Den- 
ann,  Benton,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Cnx'ker,  Cnlkim, 
Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  De  Wiu.  Dick,  Dickinson,  Drum, 
Edgerton.  Edmands,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Ellisim,  Farley, 
Feiiton,  Giddings,  Grmdrieh,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  An* 
drew  J.  Harlan,  Harrison,  Uastingi<,  Haven,  Huwu, 
Hughes.  Uunl.  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Kiltireilge,  Kiinz,^inds- 
ley,  LyoD,  McCillloch,  Macu,  Malleaon,  Mayall,  Meachajii, 
Middleswarth,  Morgan^. Murray,  Norton,  An<lr«w  Oliver, 
Parker,  Peck,  Biiihop  Perkins,  Pringle,l>avid  Ritchie,  Bus 
sell,  Sage,  Sapp,  Rimmnns,  SkeUori,  Genit  Hmitli,  Andrew 
Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor.  Natbanivl  O.Taylor,  Thurston, 
Tracy,  Trout,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Washlmrne,  Is- 
rael WaftIiburn,JoliiiWei)iworlli, Tappan  Wentwortb,  aud 
Wheeler— 72. 

NAYS— Messrs.  A bcrcrombie,  JameaC.  Allen. Winia  Al- 
len, Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Tbnmaa  H.  Bayly,  Barry.  Bell, 
Bnyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  CarulherB,CBskie,CliaBtain, 
Cliriitniau,  Clark, Clioginan.  Cobb, 4.*oli]Uiti,  Cox,  Craige, 
Culnnilng.  Curtis,  Cutting,  John  G. Davis,  Dnwsoii,  Disney, 
Dowdcll,  Dunham, Edniunilsnn,  John  M.  Ellinll,  F.nglisb, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Fullcr,Gamble,Gi>nde, Green, Green- 
wood, Grey.  Hamilton,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Har- 
ris, Hendricks,  Ileitii,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hiltyer,  Housnn,  In- 
Jervoll,Jidmson,  George  VV.  Jonas,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Boland 
ones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lane,  Lalhani, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  LIvdtey,  Macdonald,  McDnugall,  McNair, 
Maxwell,  May,  John  G.  Miller,  i!mlth  Miller,  MilNon, 
Morrison,  Nichols.  .NoNe,  Olds,  Monlecal  Oliver,  Orr, 
Packer,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Powell,  Pnu,  Ready,  Reesa,  i 
Ridiardson,  Riddle,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbins,  Rowe,  I 
Rullin,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Sinfleion,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  Soiiita,  Goorfe  W.  Smyth,  Frederiek  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Staulon,  Alexander  U.  Stephens, 
Hesior  L.  Stevens,  Straiton,  Btraub,  David  Bluart.  John 
J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vantaiit,  Walbridge,  Walker, 
Walsh,  WesUirook,  Wine,  Daniel  fi.  Wright,  HeMltiek 
B.  Wrighi,  and  Zollieolbl^in. 

So  the  Hottia  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  queation  then  recurred  upon  the  notfon  to 
lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr..WA8HBURNE.  of  Uliaou.  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays  npon  that  motion. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio.  I  made  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr>  CLINGMAN.  That  motion  ia  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Chair  ruled  that  motion 
to  be  out  of  order.  I  now  renew  that  potion,  and 
1  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  190ih  rule, 
with  the  note  thereto. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
moves  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  refers 
to  the  120th  rule.  The  Chair  has  read  that  rule 
onse  or  twice  to-day,  and  cannot  be  mistaken' in 
reference  to  its  eonstruotion.  The  rule  is  express 
upon  the  pulject. 

Mr.  STUART.  Does  not  the  note  say  after 
the  previous  question  has  been  seconded? 

TheSPKAkea,  TheGbairhas  no  doubt  that 
that  note  was  put  there  long  before  the  present 
hile  was  in.  existence.  At  all  events,  there  is  no 
note  that  can  averttun.  a  direct  rule.  It  is  pro- 
vided by  an  cxpreas  rule  that  a  demand  for  the 
previous  question  cuts  olT  all  debate,  piotions  to 
commit,  motions  to  amsnd,  motions  to  postpone 
to  a.day.  certain,  and  lo  postpone  indefinitely,  and 
brings  the  House -to  a  direct  vote  apen  the  main 
question,  first  upon  the  amendment,  if  there  be 
one  pending.  Under  this  rule,  therefore,  a  motion 
to  eommit  is  not  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  the  quea- 
tion.JU)  lay  the  bill  upon. the  tubla.   i 

The  queation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion -that 
the  bill  do  Ue  upea  the  tabl^;  .and  it  was'  dacidcd 
in  (he  negative — yeas  92,  nays  113;  as  followa: 

YEAS — Meaai*.  Banka,  Baloiwr,  Bennett,  Benson,  Ben- 
ton, Campbell^  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crncker,  Cullom, 
Corlis, Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  De  Win,  Dick,  Dickinson^ 
'Dram,  Easnnan,  Edgcnon,  Edmands,  Thomas  D.  Eliot, 
Ellison.  Eiheridge,  Fariey,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Puller,  Gam- 
ble, Giddiogs,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Hariaii,  Andn^w  J. 
Harlan.  Harrison,  Hastings,  Raven,  Hiesier,  Howe,llugfles, 
Hunt,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kiltredge,  Knox,  Linds- 
ley,  Lyon,  McCnlloch,  Mace,  Matleson,  Mayall,  Meacb- 
aoi,  Middleswanh,  Morgan,  Morrison,  Murray,  Nicliols, 


Noble,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peclf^,  Peckham, 
PeuiiingliMi,  Rifhop  Perkins,  Pringlu,  Pnryear,  David 
Uiicliie,  I'luunas  Klidicy,  U.'geni,  Russell,  SaMn,  Skge, 
Sapp,  Simmons,  Skellon,  Gerril  Smith,  llestor  I,.  Stevens, 
Straiton,  Andrew  Sluurl,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tialhsniel  O. 
Taylor.  Thurston,  Tracy.  Trout,  Wsde,  Walley,  Kilihu  «. 
Waslibnriin,  Israel  Waslihnni.  Wells,  Jnlin  Wentwnrtb, 
TappSH  Wet-tworlb,  and  Whteler — 90. 

NAV^-Messrs.AhercrofnMe.JsoiesO.AMen.Wims  Al- 
len, Ashe.  David  J.  Ratley,  Tlin'inits  R.  Riylv,  Barksdale, 
Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Breciiinridge,  llridges,  Ffrooks,  t;ani- 
ihers,  Casltle,  i.'hastain,  Churcliwell,  Clark,  Clingman, 
Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cf^x,  Craiee,  Cumtniug,  Culling,  Jolin  Q. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dunbam,  Eil- 
niundson,  John  M.  Eliot,  English.  Vaulkner,  Florence, 
Onode,  Green,  Greenwood,  Grey.  Hamilton,  Samp^■on  W. 
Harrla,  IViley  P.  Harria,  Hendricks,  Hebn,  HIblmrri.  Hill, 
Hiilyef,  Honstnn,  Ingevsoll,  George  W.  Jone«,  J.  Glaney 
Jonea,  Rotaind  Jones,  Keltl.Kerr,  Kidwell.  Kimx.  Lamb, 
Lane,  Laibant,  Lairber,  Lilly,  Lindley,  MaedonaW,  Me  • 
Dniwall,  MrWalr.MaiwKll.  May,  John  G.  Miller,  Smiili 
MiHer,  Millann,  Olds,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  John 
Perkins,  Phelps,  PIdlllps.  PoweH,  Ready,  Reese,  Rirhard- 
s<m.  Riddle,  Bobbins,  Rotve,  Rullhi,  Shannon,  Bbaw, 
Shower,  Singlelan,  Samllnl  A.  Sndih,  William  Smhh, 
William  R  Smith,  Geor(e  W.  Smyth,  Siindgrass,  Freder- 
ick P.  Stanlon.  Rloliard  II.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Hio- 
phena,  David  Smart.  John  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Van- 
sani,  WaUtridge,  Wslker.  Walsh,  Warren,  Wesibmnk, 
Wiue,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbi,  Heudriek  |l.  WriglM,  and  Zultl- 
coOer- 1  la. 

So  the  Houae  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Pending  the  above  call, 

Mr.  BUGGsaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  waa  not  with- 
in the  bar  when  my  nume'waireallfd,  and  I  now  • 
ask  the  unanimous  conwent  of  the  Hcftise  to  record 
my  vole  in  favi>r  of  laying  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object  to  anybody  votioK 
who  was  not  within  the  bar  when  hie  name  waa 
called. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objeotton  being  made,  the 
gentleman  cannot  vote,  if  he  waa  not  within  tha 
bar  when  his  name  was  called. 

Mr.  BUGG.  I  will  then  say,  that  if  T  had  been 
within  the  bar  when  my  name  was  called,  I  should 
have  voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  that  the  bill  dp 
lie  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  ia  now  on  sae>' 
onding  the  demand  for  the  previous  queation. 

[Cries  of  "Q.uestion!"] 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  more  thil  AeHonaa 
do  now  adinurn. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  I  move  that  when  tha 
House  adjourna  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Wednea^ 
day  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  ihe  mo> 
tion  to  adjourn  over  out  of  order,  under  the  ruling 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WASH BURNE,  of  Illinois.  1  daoMiMl 
tellera  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CuirBEix 
and  Hendricks  were  appointed. 

The  Houae  was  then  divided, vnd  the  telleia 
reported — ayes  forty-ttirB,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

The  question  waa  ibrn  taken  on  Mr.  PiuiinMa* 
tow's  motion;  and  it  wasdecided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  83,  nays  132;  as  follows: 

YEA8->.Maan>.  Ball,  loaka,  Beletier.'IlemieR,  Benean, 
Benlon,  Bagg,  Campbell,  Carpeaier.  Chandler,  Cioeker, 
Curtis,  Thomas  Davia,  Dean,  De  WiU,  Dick,  UicUnann, 
Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmands,  Thomas  D.  Elint,  Elliaon, 
Elberidce,  Viverhan,  Parley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  -GMdlngv, 
Gtmdrlcn,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Har- 
rison, Hastings,  Havaik,  iliasier.  Howe,  Hoghea,  Hum^ 
Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Kiltredge,  Knox,  Lindsley,  Lyon,  Me- 
Culiocb,  Maitesnn,  Mayall,  Meacbani,  Middleawarlh,  Mor- 
gan, Murray.  Nieknls,  Nerlon,  Parker,  Peek,  Pennlngtoa, 
Bishop  Perkins,  Pringle.  David  Ritchie,  RaaseH,  Sabia, 
Sage,  Sapp,  Siuunoaa,  akclioti,  Gerrii  Snrilk,  Sirailoa, 
Andrew  ruiari,  John  L.  Taylor.  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor, 
Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  (Tpbam,  Wade,  Waltev,  Emka  B. 
Washbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  Jolin  neniwonb, 
Tappan  Wentwonh,  and  Wheeler— 83. 

NAYS— Messrs.  AbercromMe.  Jama*  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  liiomas  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocork,  Boyee,  Breckinridge,  BridKea, 
Brooka,  Oaraibers,  Oaakie,  Cliastain,  Chrismsn,  CMiordk- 
«rell,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,'Crai{e,  Com- 
nine.  Cutting,  John  6.  DavUi,  Uowsos,  Disney,  Dowdell, 
Dunbar,  Dunham,  Edmundsnn,  John  M.  GKIott,  Engliab, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Goode,<Mea,Gre«ii- 
wnod,er*/.  Haailllon.  Sampson  W.  aarrio,  Hcndrieka, 
Henn,  Hibbard,  Bill,Hillyer,  Houston, lngersoll,JebiHM>n, 
George  W.  Jonea,  J.  Gtancy  Jonea,  Roland  Jonea,  Keilt, 
Kerr,  Kidwell,  Karlz,  Lamb,  Lane,  Latham,  1^etche|% 
Lilly,  LIndley,  Macdonald,  McDougall,  McNoir,' Maxwetl, 
May,  John  O.  Miller,  Smilh  MiUer,  Mitlaon,  MorrisM, 
Olds,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Plwlpa, 
Phillips,  Powell;  Pratt,  Puryear,  Ready,  Reese,  Richard- 
son, Riddle,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbins,  Rogers,  Rowe, 
Kuliln,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Singleton,  SamaH  A. 
Smilh,  WilHam  Smith,  William  R.  Smlih,  Geor^  W. 
Smyth,  Soodgnta,  Frederick  P.  StanlMi,  Richard  U.  Btaa- 
lon,  Alexander  H.  Stepbens,  Healor  L.  Slevena,  dtraab. 
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David  Stuan,  John  J.  Taylor,  Twe«d,  Vail,  Vaniant,  Wal- 
brldge,  Walker,  Warren,  Weaibnmk,  Wine,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  Beudriek  B.  Wright,  and  Zollieofler— 13S. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

rCries  of  "auestion!") 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  make  an  appeal 
to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  withdraw  his 
icall  for  the  previous  question  untiTI  can  make  a 
■uei;esuon  in  reference  to  this  bill. 

Mr  RICHARDSON.  The  appeal  is  in  vain. 
I  decline  to  withdraw  the  cail  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gentleman  with- 
draws his  call,  1  will  renew  it  in  three  minutes  by 
the  clock. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  call, for 
(heprevious  question  received  a  second. 

The  qaesiion  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
main  question  to  be  put. 

Mr.  WHEELER.'  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  117,  nays  94;  as  follows:v 

YBA8— Mmn.  Abeirromkle,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  WilUa 
Allan,  Aabe,  David  J.  Bailer,  Tbonaa  H.  Bayl)r,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bnyce,  Ilreckinriilge,  Bridges, 
Carulhers,  Caikle,  Cha«ta{n,  Chrlsman  ,ChurTbweII,  Clark, 

.  Clingman,  Cohb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige,  Cnntming,  tJuning, 
JehaO-OavtotOawaoa,  Diaon,  DowdeU,  Dunbar,  Daa- 

.hun,  EdiBundaon,  John  M.  £lliou,  Sngliidi,  Faulkner, 
'Florence,  Ooode,  Green,  Greentvund,  Grev,  Hamilton, 
Banipaon  W.  Hatria,  Hendrtcka,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hill, 
Hillyer,  Honsmn,  Ingetaoll,  Oeone  W.  Jonas,  J.  Otaiicy 
June*,  Rolsad  JoBca,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwelk  Kara,  l<aiBb, 
Lane,  Lalluun,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Liudley,  Macdonald,  Hc- 
Dougall,  McNair,  Maxwell,  May,  John  O.  Miller,  Smith 
Miller,  atoftlaon,  Oidi,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John 
Perklna,  Phelps,  PMIIlpa,  Fowoll,  PraU,  Praaton,  Paryrar, 

.  jlaeaa,  Blohardaan,  RidiUe,  Robbins,  Boten,  Rowe,  Buflt, 
Shannon,  Hbaw,  Shower,  Singleton,  Banmel  A.  tJuitb, 
William  Smith,  William  B.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth, 
flnodgrasa,  Prederlek  P.  Bisnton,  HIeliard  H.  aianinn, 
AlnzaDder  H.  Slaphaus,  HaatorL.  Stevana,  Sttaab,  Unvld 
Siaan,  John  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vanrant,  Walbridn, 
Walker,  WaUh,  Warren,  Westbronk,  Witte,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  Hendriek  B.  Wright,  and  Zunicofliir— 1 17. 

NAYS— Meaar*.  Ball,  Banka,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Banaan, 
Bosinn,  Bugs,  Campkell.  Carpenter,  Chnndlaa,  Crocker, 
CuUmB.Cartia,TbooaaOavia,Oaan,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dick- 
Inaon,  Dnim,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmanda,  Thnmna  D. 
Eliot,  Elllaon,  Etheridge,  Everhart,  Parlay,  Prnton,  Flagler, 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Oiddlnga,  Ooodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Uarlon, 
Andrew  J.  Ilartan,  Haniaon,  Hasiinga,  Havan,  HIcaiM, 

Sows,  Hughea,  Hunt,  Johnaop,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kiilradge, 
noi,  Lindaley,  Lynn,  McCallorh,  Mace,  Matteaon,  May- 
■all,  Meaeham,  Middleawsrth,  Millson,  Morgan,  Murray, 
-MtebtHa.  NoMe,  Norton,  Andrew  <iliver,>Park«r,  Peek, 
Jeckhoai,  PenaiDclon,  Biahop  Perklna,  Priofle,  David 

fitehis,  vThnmaa  Rilebey,  Ruiaell,  Babin,  Sage,  Sapp, 
Iramnna,  Skclton,  Gerrit  Smith,  Stratton,  Andrew  Stuart, 
John  L.  Taylor,  nalbaniel  O.  l^ylnr,  Thuniinn,  Trary, 
•Ttout,  Uphan,  Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.   Waatahntne, 
Jsrocl  Waahkum,  Wella,  John  Wantwonb.Tappaa  Weat- 
}rorth,  Wheeler,  and  Yatea— M. 

80  the  main  queatioo  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Pending  the  above  call, 

Mr.  READY  said:  Mr.Speaker,  I  state  as  the 
.peason  why  i  have  not  voted  that  I  have  paired 
'«ff  with  Mr.  SsTisoini,  of  Conneetieut. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
uidjoofDi  and  on  tliat  motion  demand  tlia  yeas 
lUd  naya. 

TIm  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 
The  question  wiu  taken  on  Mr.  Saoc'i  motion; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  85,  nays 
121;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Meaara.  Ball,  Banka,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benion 
Benton,  Campbell, Carpenter,Chandler, Crocker, Cnllooi, 
-Cattia,  Tbonuu  Davia,  Dean,  Da  Wilt,  Dick,  DicUnaon, 
■Bfuot  Eaatmon,  Edaenon,  Edmanda,  Thoaiaa  U.  Eliot, 
JUiirbn,  Etheridge,  Everhart,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flaglar, 
Oinnhie, Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaton,  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Har- 
laa,  Haaitaga,  Haven,  Bleaier,  Howe,  Hogbaa,  Rant, 
.Saaiol  T.  Jonca,  Kiitredge,  KM>t,  Lindaley,  IfcthU- 
ilpch, Jfaee,  Maueeon,  Mooebaiff,  Middlaawaitb,  Morgan, 
Murray,  Nicbola,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peek, 
'Pennington,  Biahnp  Perkina,  Pringle,  David  Ritchie, 
-Thomas  Rilehsy,  Ruaaail,  Sabin,  Sage,  Bopp,  Slmntona, 
iBketioa,  Oarril  Smith,  SlrattoB.  Andrew  Stuart,  John  L. 
■Taylor,  Maihaniel  O.  Taylor,  Thnnlnn,  Tracy,  Traut, 
upham,  Wadei  Walley.  ElnhOi  B.  Waahbnrne,  larael 
Waahbura,  Wells,  John  Weolwoith,Tkppan  Wentworlh, 
Wba«aer,and  Yataa— 86. 

...NAirS-rMeaan.  Abeicrombie,  Janea  C.  Allen,  Willie 
JUlm,  Asbe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Biffly,  Borka- 
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dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bnyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea, 
Brooks,  Carutliera,  Caakie,  Chaatain,  Chrisnian,  Charch- 
well,  tilark,  eiingnwn,  CDlili,  Colqain,  Cox,  Cnin,  Cum- 
■ing,  Ouitiag,  Jnhn  G.  Davia,  Dawaoe,  Diapey,  Dowdeli, 
Danhar,  Edmundaon,  John  M.  Elliott,  Engliah,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Fuller,  Oiddings,  Ooode,  Green,  (ireenwood. 
Grey,  Hamilton,  Sampaon  W.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  Hill,  Hltlyar,  HnNOIon,  ln(etsall,  Oeoige  W. 
Jonaa,  J.  Olaney  Jones,  Roland  Jonaa,  Kelu,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well,  Kurtz,  Lainb,  Lane,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lind 
ley,  Macdonald,  McDougatI,  McNair,  Maxwell,  May,  John 
O.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Millson,  Mnrriaon,  Olda,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perfciaa,  PbclM,  Phillip*,  Powell, 
Pratt,  PraMon,  Pnryear,  Ready,  Reeae,  Richardaon,  Riddle, 
Robbins,  Rogera,  Rowe,  Ruffln,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower, 
Binglelon,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R. 
Bmiih,  Oe(>rge  W.  Bmytli,  Snodgram,  Freilerick  P.  Bian- 
Mii,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alaxooder  H.  Stnphena,  Heater 
L.  Btaveiia,  Straub,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Tweed, 
Vail,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsh,  Warren, 
Westhmok,  Wftte,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Bcndrick  B.  Wright, 
and  Zollieoffer— Itil.  , 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs  on 
agreeing  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SAGE.    1  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine'.  I  ask  for  teU- 
era  on  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  end  Messrs.  Whsblbb 
and  BococK  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  fifty- 
two  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qiieation  waa  than  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  97,  nays  117;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menra.  Ball,  Banka,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benaon, 
Beaton,  Bug(,  Campkell,  (Jarpeater,  Chandler,  Cracker, 
(Jullom,  Curtia,  Thomaa  Davis,  Deaa,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Dkkinaon,  Drum,  Eastman,  Edjferton,  Edmanda,  Thomaa 
'D.  Eliot,  Ellison,  Etheridge,  Everhart,  Parley,  Pentnii, 
Flaalar,  Fuller,  GaasMe,  Oiddlnga, Goodrich,  Grow,  Aarqn 
Jiarlon,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Bairiaon,  Haatioga,  Uavap, 
Hieatar,  Howe,  Hughea,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
Kluredgc,  Knox,  Lindaley,  Lyon,  McCulloch,  Mace,  Mat- 
teaon, Mayall.  Meaeham,  MtddieBWarthiMnrgan,MorriiKin, 
Nable,Mnrray,Nonnn,Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peek,  Peek- 
ham,  Fenningtiin,  Bishop  Perkina,  Ptau,Priagie,  Puryear, 
David  Riiehle,  Thomaa  Ritckpy,  Rogen,  Bnsaell,  Sabin, 
Sage,  Sapp,  ^eymour,  Simmons,  Bkelton,  Gerrit  Smilti, 
Stratton,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G. 
Taylor,  Tkuraion,  Tracy,  Trom,  Upborn,  Wade,  Walley, 
EIHbu  B.  Waahbume,  Israel  Waahbi)ro,'Wella,  Jolin  Wem- 
worth,  Tappan  Wenlwortb,  Wheeler,  and  Yaiea— 97. 

NAVa— Meaan,  Abercrombie,  Jam<n  C.  Allen,  WilUa 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey ^homaa  H.  Bayly,  Barksdale, 
Boriy,  Bell,  Boeaek,Boyee,Bfeckiaiidfe,  Bridgea,  Bmolu, 
Caruihera,  Caakie,  Cbaaiata,ChriMuan,(^itrch  well, Clerk, 
Ciiiiginan,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox.  Craige,  Cumniiiig,  Cut- 
ting, John  G,  Davia,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdeli,  Dunbar, 
Dunham,  fidnrandson,  John  M.  BMion,  Engliah,  FaalkHer, 
Florence,  Goode,  Green,  Greenwood.  Grey,  Hamilton, 
Basipaoa  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harria.  Hendricks,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Houston,  ingersoll,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jonea,  Roland  Joiiee,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well,  K  arts.  Lamb,  Lane,  Latham,  Leielier,  Lilly,  Lindtey, 
Mocdoaald,  McOoi^all,  MaNair,  Maxwell,  May,  Jobnia. 
Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Milhon,  Olds,  Mordecai  Qli«er,  Orr, 
Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelpa,  Phillipa,  Powell,  Preston, 
Ready,  Reese,  Rirhardson,  Riddle,  RobUna,  Rowe,  Ruffln, 
Shannon,  Shew,  Shower,  Sfacleton,  Sannel  A.  Smith, 
WiUiam  Smilb,  William  R.  Buiiih,  George  W.  Smyik, 
Snodgraaa,  Frederick  P.  Siuinn,  Richard  U.  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hesthr  L.  Stevens,  Straub,  David 
Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vansant,  Walhridge, 
Walker,  Walsh,  Warren,  Weatfamok,  Wiite,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  Hendriek  B.  Wright,  and  ZoUicofler— 117. 

80  the  House  refused  to  <M>ncur  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  striking  out  the  enacting  elanae  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  move  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  what  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  desk;  and  upon  that  proposition  1  demand 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  1 
submit  that  the  previous  question  is  not  exhausted, 
but  ia  still  pending  on  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  proposition 
of  the.Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  etate  of  the 
Union  was  nothing  more  nor  less,  in  substance, 
than  a  motion  to  reject  the  bill;  and  it  has  no  such 
connection  with  any  one  of  the  readings  of  the 
bill  as  that  the  previous  question  would  cover  both. 
JB'or  instoBce,  the  previous  question  ordered, to  be 


put  will  not  cover  too  readings  of  a  bill,  neither 
can  it  cover  the  report  of  the  committee,  which 
proposed  to  reject  the  bill,  and  an  amendment  that 
IS  afterwards  offered,  or  the  ordering  of  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading. 

That  is  the  view  taken  by  the  Chair  of  the 
question  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  The  gentleman  from  riew  York  will, 
perhaps,  remember  that  upon  a  motion  made — an 
unusual  one,  to  be  sure— tiuring  the  present  ses- 
sion, to  reject  a  bill,  precisely  tnia  course  of  pro- 
ceeding was  had. 

.  Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  if  the 
bill  does  not  go  to  its  readings  without  a  qaeation, 
if  this  was  analo^us  to  a  rejection^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ia  very  clear  that 
a  vote  of  the  House  is  necessary. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  raise  the  question 
of  order,  but  I  have  no  uilention  to  appeal  from 
thed  ecision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  call  for  the  reading  of  the  lub- 
sticute. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  if  the  gentleman  has  a  right 
to  ctill  for  the  reading  of  the  substitute  until  the 
question  is  taken  upoa  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  doubt  at 
all  that  the  gentleman  has  a  right  to  demand  that 
the  bill  be  read. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  that  be  correct,  could  be  not  call 
for  its  reading  after  the  previous  question  baa  been 
seconded? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  at  all.  The  bill  having 
been  read  once,  the  gentleman  could  not  call  for  its 
reading  the  second  time. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  substitute. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  aak  the  Chair  to  put  my 
motion.  J  made  a  motion  that  tha.Hooaa  ■a- 
jouro. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  regrets  not  having 
heard  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  aa  ha  most 
oertainly  ahooW  have-  entertained  the  motkiB. 
After  the  reading  of  the  proposition,  tiie  motion 
oadc  by  liim  will  be  pot  to  the  House. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  lUcaABBsoir  was 
then  raad,  v  follows: 

A  BILL  to  organize  the  Territoriaa  of  NabnwiMt 
and  Kansaa. 

Strike  ont  all  after  the  enacting  dause,  and  ht- 
»ert:  * 

That  all  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
Sla'es  included  within  the  rollowing  limits,  except 
sucli  portions  thereof  aa  are  herelnurier  expresuly 
exempted  from  the  operations  of  this  act,  to  ]*it: 
beginning  at  a  point  in  the  Missouri  river  where 
the  fi)rtieili  parallel  of  north  latitude  crosses  the 
same;  thence  west  on  said  parallel  to  the  east 
boundary  of  (he  Territory  of  Utah,  on  the  summit 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  thence  on  said  summit 
northward  to  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  lat- 
itude; thence  east  on  said  parallel  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota;  thence 
southward  on  said  boundary  to  the  Missouri  river; 
thence  down  the  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  be,  and  same  is  hereby,  created 
into  a  temporary  government  by  the  name  of  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska;  and  when  admitted  as  a 
State  or  States,  the  said  Territory,  or  any  portion 
of  the  same,  shall  be  received  into  the  Union,  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  their  conAitution  may  pre- 
scribe at  the  time  of  llieir  admission:  Providtd, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  inhibit  the  government  of  the  Unite^ 
States  from  dividing  said  Territory  into  two  or 
more  Territories,  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
times  as  Congress  shall  deem  convenient  and 
proper,  or  from  attaching  any  portion  of  said  Ter- 
ritory to  any  other  State  or  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  Proviiled further,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  lo  impair  the 
rights  of  person  or  property  now  pertaining  to  the 
Indians  in  said  Territory,  so  long  as  such  rights 
shall  remain  unextinguished  by  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  such  Indians,  or  to  include  any 
territory  which,  by  treaty  with  any  Indian  tribe, 
is  not,  without  the  consent  of  said  tribe,  to  be 
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iaeluded  within  the  tarritorinJ  limits  or  jurisdiction 
of  any  State  or  Territory;  but  all  such  territory 
■hall  be  excepted  out  of  the  boundaries,  and  con- 
Mitate  no  part  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  until 
■aid  tHbe  shall  signify  their  assent  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  be  included  within 
the  said  Territory  of  Nebraska,  or  to  affect  the 
authority  of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
to  make  any  regulations  respecting  such  Indians, 
their  lands,  property,  or  otner  rights,  by  treaty, 
law,  or  otherwise,  which  it  would  nave  been  com- 
petent to  the  GoTemmeat  to  make  if  thi»act  had 
never  passed. 

Sec  3.  Jlnd  be  U  fiarther  tnaeUd,  That  the  ex- 
ecutive power  and  authority  in  and  over  said  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor, 
who  shall  hold  his  oiBce  for  four  years,  and  until 
his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified,  un- 
less sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  Governor  shall  reside  within  said 
Territory,  and  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
militia  thereof.  He  may  grant  pardons  and  res- 
pites for  offense*  against  tht  laws  of  said  Terri- 
tory, and  reprieves  for  offenses  against  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  until  the  decision  of  the 
President  con  be  made  known  thereon;  he  shall 
commission  all  officers  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
office  under  the  laws  of  said  Territory,  and  shall 
lake  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  3.  •ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
■hall  be  a  secretary  of  said  Territory,  who  ahail 
reside  therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  five  years, 
unles*  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the 
"United  States;  he  shall  record  and  preserve  all  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
hereinafter  constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  depart- 
ment; he  shffll  transmit  one  copy  of  the  laws  and 
Journals  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  within  thirty 
days  afler  the  end  of  each  session,  and  one  copy  of 
the  executive  proceedings  and  official  cn^spond- 
enee  semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of  January 
and  July  in  each  year,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  two  copies  of  the  laws  to  the 
Prssident  of  the  Senate  ana  to  (he  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Ubnuries  of  Cfongress;  and,  in  eaas  of  the  death, 
mmoval,  resignation,  or  absence  of  the  Governor 
from  the  Territory,  the  saerctary  shall  be,  and  he 
ia  ksraby,  authorized  and  required  to  execute  and 

Serform  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Governor 
■ring  snel*  vaeancy  or  absence,  or  until  another 
Governor  shall  be  duly  appointed  aivi  qualified  to 
Cll  such  vacancy. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  bt  itfwrAtr  maeled.  That  the  legis- 
lative power  and  authority  of  said  Territory  snail 
be  vested  in  the  Okvemor  and  a  Legislative  As- 
sembly. The  L^ialative  Assembly  shall  consist 
of  a  Council  and  Houss  of  Representatives.  The 
Council  shall  consist  of  thirteen  members,  having 
the  qualifications  of  voters,  as  hereinafter  pre- 
scribed, whose  term  of  service  shall  continue  two 
years.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall,  at 
Its  first  session,  consist  of  twenty-six  members, 
possessing  the  same  qualifications  as  prescribed, 
for  members  of  the  Council,  and  whose  term  of 
service  shall  continue  one  year.  The  number  of 
Representatives  may  be  increased  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  qualified  voters:  PrtmuUd,  That 
the  whole  number  shall  never  exceed  thirty-nine. 
An  apportionment  shall  be  made,  as  nearly  equal 
as  practicable,  among  the  several  counties  or  clis- 
tricu,  foiS  the  election  of  the  Council  and  Repre- 
sentatives, giving  to  each  section  of  the  Territory 
representation  in  the  ratio  of  its  qualified  voters 
as  nearly  as  may  be.  And  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  reside  in,  and  be  inhabitants  of,  the  district 
or  county,  or  counties,  for  which  they  may  be 
elected,  respectively.  Previous  to  the  first  elec- 
tion, the  Grovemor  shall  causes  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitanta  and  qualified  voters  of 
the  several  counties  and  districts  of  the  Territory, 
to  be  taken  by  such  persons,  and  in  such  mode, 
as  the  Governor  shall  designate  and  appoint;  and 
the  person  so  appointed  shall  receive  a  reasonable 
compensatioh  therefor.  And  the  first  election 
shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  places,  and  be  con- 
ducted in  such  manner,  both  alto  the  persons  who 
shall  superintend  such  election  and  the  returns 
thereof,  as  the  G<^ernor  shall  appoint  and  direct ; 
and  he  shall  at  the  same  time  declare  the  number 
of  members  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives to  which  each  of  the  counties  or  die- 
tricts  shall  be  entitled  under  this  act.  To  persons 
having  Uie  highest  number  of  legal  votes  in  each 
of  said  councu  districts  for  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly 
elected  to  the  Council;  and  the  persons  having  the 
highest  number  of  legal  votes  for  the  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  be  declared  by  the  Gover- 
nor to  be  duly  elected  members  of  said  House: 
Proeided,  That  in  case  case  two  or  more  persons 
voted  for  shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
and  in  case  a  vacancy  shall  otherwise  occur  in 
either  branch  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  the 
Governor  shall  order  a  new  election;  and  the  per- 
sons thus  elected  to  the  Legislative  Assembly 
shall  meet  at  such  place  and  on  such  day  as  the 
Governor  shall  appomt;  but  thereafter,  the  time, 
place,  and  manner  of  holding  and  conducting  all 
elections  by  the  people,  and  the  apportioning  the 
representation  in  the  several  counties  or  districts 
to  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  qualified  voters,  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law,  as  welt  as  the  day  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  r^^lar  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly:  bonded.  That  no  session  in 
any  one  year  shall  exceed  the  term  of  forty  days, 
except  the  first  session,  which  maycontinuesixty 
days. 

Sec.  5.  Jind  be  it  fiixtker  tnaelei,  That  every 
free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  an  actual  resident 
of  said  Territory,  and  shall  possess  the  qualifica- 
tions hereinafter  prescribed,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to 
any  office  within  the  said  Territory,  but  thequal- 
i)&cations  of  voters,  and  of  holding  office,  at  all 
subsequent  elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall  be 
prescribed  bytheLegislativeAssembly:  Protided, 
That  the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holdine  office 
shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens  of  the  IJnited 
States,  and  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath 
their  intention  to  become  such,  and  shall  have 
taken  an  oath  to  support  Ihe  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Jnd 
protided  fitrtlttr.  That  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman, 
or  marine,  or  other  person  in  the  Army  or  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  or  attached  to  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  allowed  to 
vote  or  hold  office  in  said  Territory,  by  reason  of 
being  on  service  therein. 

Sec  6.  Jndbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  Territory  shall  attend  to  all 
rightful  aubjects  of  legislation  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act;  but  no  law  shajl  be  passed  inter- 
fering with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil;  no 
tax  snail  be  imposed  upon  the  property  of  the 
United  States;  nor  shall  the  lands  or  other  prop- 
erty of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher  than  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  residents.  Every  bill 
which  shall  have  passed  the  Council  and  Houaeof 
Representatives  of  the  said  Territory  shall,  before 
it  become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but 
ifnott  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated,  who  shall  enter  the 
objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed 
to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration, 
two  thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections, 
to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be 
reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of 
that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such 
caaes  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shallbedetermined 
by  yeasand  nays,  to  be  entered  on  the  jpumal  of 
seen  House  reepectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  three  days 
(Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Assem- 
bly, by  adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in  which 
case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Sec.  7.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  town- 
ship, district,and county  ofitcers,  notherein  other- 
wise provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  or  elected, 
as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
provided  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska.  TheQov- 
emor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council,  appoint  all 
officers  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for;  and  In 
the  first  instance  the  Governor  alone  may  appoint 
aJl  said  officers,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until 
the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  Legislative 


Assembly;  and  shall  lay  ofl''the  necessary  districts 
for  members  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  all  other  officers. 

Sec.  8.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  bold,  or  b* 
appointed  to,  any  \)ffice  which  shall  have  been 
created,  or  the  salary  or  emoluments  of  which 
shall  have  been  increased  while  he  was  a  member, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  and  for 
one  year  after  the  expiration  of  such  term;  but 
this  restriction  shall  not  be  applicable  to  members 
of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly;  and  no  neison 
holding  a  commission  or  appointment  under  th« 
Uniteo  States,  except  postmasters,  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  or  shall  hold 
any  office  under  the  government  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  9.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  judi- 
cial power  of  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in  • 
supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate  courts,  sad 
in  justices  of  the  peaoe.  The  supreme  court  shall 
consistof  a  chief  Justice  and  two  associate  justice* , 
any  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  hold  a  term  at  the  seat  of  governmeot 
of  said  Territory  annually,  and  they  shall  hoM 
their  offices  during  the  period  of  four  rears,  and 
until  their  successors  shall  be  appointed  and  qud- 
ified.  The  said  Territory  snail  be  divided  into 
three  judicial  districts,  and  a  district  court  ahdl 
be  held  in  each  of  said  dis'tricts  by  one  of  th« 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  at  such  times  and 
places  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  and  the  said 
*  judges  shall,  after  then- appointments,  respectively, 
reside  in  thedishicts  which  shall  be  assigned  them. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  courts  herein  pro- 
vided for,  both  appellate  and  original,  and  that  of 
the  probate  courts  and  of  juatices  of  the  pe«ee« 
shall  be  as  limited  by  law:  Provided,  That  juMiees 
of  the  peace  shall  not  have  jarisdidtion  of  any 
matter  in  controversy  when  the  title  or  boundaries 
of  land  may  be  in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or 
sum  claimed  shall  exceed  one  hundred  dollars; 
and  the  said  supreme  and  district  courts,  respect- 
ively, shall  possess  chancery  as  well  as  common 
law  jurisdiction.  Each  district  court,  or  the  iadae 
thereof,  shall  appoint  its  clerk,  who  shall  also  5* 
the  register  in  chancery,  and  shall  keep  his  offics 
at  the  place  where  the  court  may  be  held.  Writs 
of  error,  bills  of  exception,  and  appeals,  shall  be 
allowed  in  all  eases  from  the  final  decisions  of  said 
district  courts  to  the  supreme  eourt,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  in 
no  case  removed  to  the  supreme  couK  ehall  trial 
by  jury  be  allowed  in  said  eourt.  The  eoprenw 
court,  or  the  Justices  thereof,  shall  appoint  Its 
own  .clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall  hold  his  offies 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  for  which  he  shall 
have  been  appointed .  W  riis  of  error,  and  appeals 
from  the  final  decisions  of  said  supreme  court, 
shall  be  allowed,  and  may  be  taken  to  the  Sa- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  sanw 
manner  and  under  the  same  reguhttions  as  from 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  wher* 
the  value  of  the  property,  or  the  amount  in  con- 
troversy, to  be  aaeertaiaed  by  the  oath  or  affirm- 
ation of  either  party,  or  other  competent  witness, 
shall  exeeed  one  thoueand  dollars;  except  only 
that  in  all  cases  involving  title  to  riavea,  the  saM 
writs  of  error  or  appeals  sbali  be  allowed  and 
decided  by  the  said  supreme  court,  without 
regard  to  the  i;aluc  of  the  matter,  property,  «r 
title  in  controversy;  and  except  also  that  a  writ 
of  error  or  appeal  shall  also  be  alhiwed  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  firon  tbs 
decision  of  the  said  supreme  court  created  by  this 
act,  or  of  any  jnd^  thersof,  or  of  the  district 
courts  created  bythis  act,  or  of  any  judge  thereof, 
upon  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  iDvolviag  ths 
question  of  personal  freedom:  Protided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
apply  to  or  affect  the  provisions  to  the  "  act  re- 
specting fugitives  from  justice,  and  pereons  esenp- 
ing  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  approred 
February  twelfth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  the  "  act  to  aiaend  and  sapplcmentary  to 
the  aforesaid  act,"  approved  September  eighteeei, 
eighteen  hundred  ana  fifty;  and  each  of  the  said 
district  courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the  sane 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arisinr  under  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  Stataa  aa  is  Tsstsd 
in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Unitnd 
States;  and  the  said  supreme  and  district  ooiuta 
of  the  said  Territory,  and  the  respective  jodgM 
thereof,  shall  and  may  grant  if  rits  of  habeas  eor- 
pus  in  all  eases  in  which  the  same  ars  granttd  tiy 
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the  judges  of  the  United  State*  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  the  first  six  days  of  every  term  of 
•aid  courts,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  oe  neces- 
sary, shall  be- appropriated  to  the  trial  of  causes 
prising  under  the  said  Constitution  and  laws,  and 
writs  of  error  and  appeal  in  all  such  cases  shall 
be  made  to  the  supreme  court  of  said  Territory, 
the  same  as  in  other  casev.  The  said  clerk  shall 
receive  in  all  such  cases  the  same  fees  which  the 
clerks  of  the  district  courts  of  Utah  Territory  now 
receive  for  similar  services. 

Sbc.  10.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pro- 
TisioDs  of  an  ac^  entitled  "  An  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from 
the  servicfe  of  their  masters,"  approved  February 
twelve,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend, 
and  supplementary  to,  the  aforesaid  act,"  approved 
September  eighteen,  eighteen  hundred  ana  fifty, 
be,  and  the  same  are  Hereby,  declared  to  extend 
to  and  be  in  full  force  within  the  limits  of  said 
Territory  of  Nebraska. 

Sec.  11.  ^nd  he  it  further  enaeUd,  That  there 
■hall  be  appointed  an  attorney  for  said  Territory, 
who  shall  continue  in  office  for  four  years,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified, 
tinless  sooner  removed  by  tne  President,  and  who 
shall  receive  the  same  fees  and  salary  as  the  attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  present  Territory 
of  Utah.  There  shall  also  be  a  marshal  for  the 
Territory  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his  ofiice  for 
four  years,  and  until  his  succe^'sor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed and  qualified,  unless  sooner  removed  by 
the  President,  and  who  shall  execute  all  processes 
issuing  from  the  said  courts  when  exercising  their 
jurisdiction  as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
IJnited  States;  he  shall  perform  the  duties,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  regulation  and  penalties,  and  be 
entitled  to  the  same  fees,  as  the  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  present 
Territory  of  Utah,  and  shall,  in  addition,  be  paid 
two  hundred  dollars  annually  as  a  compensation 
for  extra  services. 

Sec.  12.  ^nd  be  it  further  etuuled',T)iiit.  IheQoy- 
•rnor,  secretary,  chief  justice,  and  associate  jus- 
tices, aitorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be  nominated, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Qovernortuid  secretary  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid ,  shall,  beforethey  act  as  such, 
respectively  lake  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the 
district  judge  or  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
limits  of  said  Territory,  duly  authorized  to  ad- 
minister oaths  and  affirmations  by  the  laws  now 
in  force  t|ierein,  or  before  the  chief  justice  or  sqme 
Associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  SlaUs,  and  raithfully  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices,  which  said  oaths, 
when  so  taken,  shall  be  certified  by  the  person  by 
whom  the  same  shall  have  been  taken;  and  such 
certificates  shall  be  received  and  recorded  by  the 
said  secretary  among  the  executive  proceedings; 
and  the  chief  justice  and  associate  justices,  and  all 
other  civil  officers  in  said  Territory,  before  they 
act  as  such,  shall  take  a  like  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  said  Governor  or  secretary,  or  some 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  Territory  who 
may  be  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  which 
•aid  oath  or  affirn^ation  shall  be  certified  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  person  takillg  the  same  to  the  secre- 
tary, to  be  by  him  recorded  as  aforesaid;  and  after- 
wards, the  like  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken, 
certified,  and  recorded  in  such  manner  and  form 
•8  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  Governor 
shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two  thousand 
Sve  hundred  dollars.  The  chief  justice  and  asso- 
.ciate  justices  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  two  thousand  dollars.  The  secretary  shall  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars. 
The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarter- yearly, 
from  the  dates  of  the  respective  appointments, 
at  the  Treasurv  of  the  Uniled'States;  but  no  such ' 

Eayment  •hall  be  made  until  said  officers  shall 
ave  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective 
appointmenu.  The  members  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  dollars 
each  per  day  during  their  attendance  at  the  ses- 
sions thereof,  and  three  dollars  each  for  every 
.  twenty  miles'  travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  said  sessions,  estimated  according  to  the 
nearest  usuallv  traveled  route;  and  an  additional 
allowance  of  thres dollars  shall  be  paid  to  the  pre- 
•iding  officsr  of  each  House  for  each  day  he  ahalT 


so  prsside.  And  a  diief  clerk,  one  assistant 
clerk,  a  sergeant-at-arms,  and  doorkeeper,  may 
be  chosen  for  each  House;  and  the  chief  clerk  shall 
receive  four  dollars  per  day,  and  the  said  other 
officers  three' dollars  per  day,  during  the  session 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly;  but  no  other  officers 
shall  be  paid  bv  the  United  States:  Provided,That 
there  shall  be  out  one  session  of  tlie  Legislature 
annually,  unless,  on  an  extraordinary  occasion, 
the  Gjovernor  shall  think  proper  to  call  the  Leeisla- 
ture  together.  There  shall  be  appropriated,  an- 
nually, the  usual  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Governor,  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory,  including  the  salary  of  a  clerk  of  the 
executive  department;  and  there  shall  also  be  ap- 
propriated, annually,  a  sufficient  sum,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  Xhe  "secretary  of  the  Territory,  and 
upon  an  estimate  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  the  printing 
of  the  laws,  and  other  incidental  expenses;  and 
the  Governor  and  secretary  of  the  Territory  shall, 
in  the  disbursement 'of  all  moneys  intrusted  to 
them,  be  governed  solely  by  the  instructions  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  TreiuHiry  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall,  semi-annually,  account  to  the  said  Sec- 
retory for  the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid 
moneys  shall  have  been  expended;  and  no  expend- 
iture shall  be  mode  by  said  Legislative  Assembly 
for  objects  not  specially  authorized  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  making  the  appropriations,  nor  beyond 
the  sums  thus  appropriated  for  such  objects. 

Sec.  13.  •^ntifte  i(/urlWeniu(e(i,  That  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska 
shall  hold  its  first  session  at  such  time  and  place 
in  said  Territory  as  the  Governor  thereof  shall 
appoint  and  direct;  and  at  said  first  session,  or  as . 
soon  thereafter  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  the 
Governor  and  L%islative  Assembly  shall  proceed 
to  locate  and  establish  the  scat  of  government  for 
f  uch  Territory  at  such  place  as  they  may  deem 
eligible;  which  place,  however, shall  thereaAer  be 
subject  to  be  changed  by  the  said  Governor  and 
Legislative  As8eml>ly. 

Sec  14.  ^nd  be  U  further  enaUtd,  That  a  Dele- 

giteto  the  House  of  Representatives  of  theUnited 
tates,  to  servo  for  the  term  of  two  years,  who 
shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to  elect  members  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly ,  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  are  exercised 
and  enjoyed  hy  the  Delegates  from  the  several 
other  Territorieif  of  t)(e  United  States  to  ths  said 
House  of  Representatives,  but  the  Delegate  first 
elected  shall  hold  his  seat  only  during  the  term  of 
the  Congress  to  which  he  shall  be  elected.  The 
first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  a'nd  places, 
and  be  conducted  in  such  manner,  as  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  and  direct;  and  at  all  subsequent 
elections  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
ths  elections  shall  be  prescribed  bylaw.  Ths  per- 
son having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly  elected,  and 
a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  given  accordingly. 
That  the  Constitution,  and  all  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the  said  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska  as  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States,  except  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  pre- 
paratory to  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
ynion,  approved  March  sixth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty,  which,  being  inconsist«nt  with  the 
principle  of  non-intervention  by  Congress  with 
slavery  in  the  States  and  TerntpriesTM  recog- 
nized by  the  legislation  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  comn^nly  called  the  compromise  mcasurss, 
is  hereby  declared  inoperative  and  void;  it  being 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not  to 
legislate  slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State,  nor 
to  exclude  it  therefrom>  but  to  leave  the  people 
thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their 
domestic  institutions  in  their  own  way,  subject 
only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  revive  or  put  in  force  any  law  or  regu- 
lation which  may  have  existed  prior  to  the  act  of 
sixth  March,'eightaen  hundred  and  twenty,  either 
protecting,  establishing,  prohibiting,  or  abolish- 
mg  slavery.  ■ 

Sbc.  15.  ^nd  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  thers 
•hall  hereafter  be  appropriated,  as  has  been  cus- 
tomary for  the  territorial  governments,  a  suffi- 
cient amount,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  said  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 


Nebraska,  not  exceeding  the  sums  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for  similar  objects,  for  the  erection  of 
suitable  public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  purchase  of  a  library,  to  be  kept 
at  the  seat  of  government  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Legislative  Assembly,  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  secretary,  marshal,  and  attorney  of 
said  Territory,  and  such  other  persons,  and  under 
such  regulations,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  when 
the  lands  in  the  said  Territory  shall  be  surveyed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  preparatory  to  bringing  the  same  into 
market,  sections  nuinnered  sixteen  and  thirty-six 
in  each  township  in  said  Territory  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  reserved  for  the  purpose  of 
being  applied  to  schools  in  said  Territory,  and  in 
the  States  and  Territories  hereafter  to  be  erected 
out  of  the  same. 

Sec  17.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  until 
otherwise  provided  by  law,  the  Governor  of  said 
Territory  may  define  the  judicial  districts  of  said 
Territory,  and  assign  the  judges  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed for  said  Territory  to  the  several  (listricls: 
and  also  appoint  the  times  and  places  for  holding 
courts  in  the  several  counties  or  subdivisions  in 
each  of  said  judicial  districts  by  proclamation,  to 
be  issued  by  him ;  but  (he  Legislative  Assembly,  at 
their  first  or  any  subsequent  session,  may  organ* 
ize,  alter,  or  modify  such  judicial  districts,  and  * 
assign  the  judges,  and  alter  the  times  and  places 
of  holding  the  courts,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper 
and  convenient.  "^ 

Sec.  18.  ,3nd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  offi- 
cers to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  provis- 
ions of  any  law  now  existing,  or  vrhieh  may  be 
enacted  during  the  present  Congress,  are  required 
to  give  security  for  moneys  that  may  be  intrusted 
with  thim  for  disbursement,  shall  give  such  secu- 
rity, at  such  time  and  JMace,  and  in  such  man- 
ner, as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  pra- 
scribe. 

Sec  18.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  that 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  included 
within  the  following  limits,  except  such  portions 
thereof  as  are  hereinafter  expressly  exempted  from 
the  operations  of  this  act,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a 
point  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mia- 
souri,  where  the  thirty-seventh  parallel  of  north 
latitude  crosses  the  same;  thence  west  on  said 
parallel  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  New  Mexico; 
thence  north  on  said  boundary  to  latitude  thirty- 
eight;  thence  following  said  boundary  westward  to 
theeastboundaryof  the  Territory  of  Utah,  on  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  thence  north- 
ward on  said  summit  to  the  fortieth  parallel  of  laU 
itude;  thence  east  on  said  parallel  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  thence  south 
with  the  western  bAindary  of  said  State  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  be,' and  the  same  is  hereby, 
created  into  a  temporary  government  by  the  name 
of  the  Territory  of  Kansas;  and  when  admitted 
as  a  State  or  States,  the  said  Territory,  or  any 
portion  of  the  same,  shall  be  received  into  tho 
Union,  with  oi'  without  slavery,  as  their  constitu- 
tion may  prescribe  at  the  time  of  their  admission: 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  (o  inhibit  the  Government  of  ths 
United  States  from  dividing  said  Territory  into 
two  or  more  Territories,  in  such  manner  and  at^ 
such  times  as  Congress  shall  deem  convenient  and 
proper,  or  from  attaching  any  portion  of  said 
Territory  to  any  other  Slate  or  Territory  Of  Uia 
United  States:  Provided  further,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  consbned  to  impair  the 
rights  of  person  or  property  now  pertaining  to 
the  Indians  in-  said  Territory,  so  long  u  such 
Hghts  shall  remain  unextinguished  by  treaty  bo- 
tween  the  United  States  and  such  Indians,  or  to 
include  iany  territory  which,  by  treaty  with  any 
Indian  tribe,  is  not,  without  ths  consent  of  saw 
tribe,  to  be  included  within  the  territorial  limits 
or  jurisdiction  of  any  State  or  Territory;  but  all 
such  territory  shall  hie  excepted  out  of  tne  bound-  ^ 
aries,  and  constitute  no  part  of  the  Territory  Ot 
Kansas,  uttil  said  tribe  shall  signify  their  assent 
to  ihe  President  of  the  United  States  to  be  in- 
cluded within  the  said  Territory  of  Kansas,  or  to 
affect  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  tha 
United  States  to  maks  any  regulation  respecting 
such  Indians,  their  lands,  property,  or  other  rights, 
by  treaty,  biw,  or  otherwise,  which  it  would  bare 
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teen  compeletit  to  the  QoTernment  to  make  if  thia 
act  had  never  passed. 

Sec.  20.  ^mlbt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
ecutive power  and  authority  in  and  over  eaid  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years.jind  until 
bis  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified,  un- 
less sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  Governor  shall  reside  within  said 
Territory, 'and  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of 
the  military  thereof.  He  may  grant  pardons  and 
respites  for  offenses  against  the  laws  of  said  Ter- 
ritoi^,  and  reprieves  for  offenses  against  the  laws 
of  the  United  Stales,  until  the  decision  of  the 
President  can  be  made  known  thereon;  he  shall 
commission  all  oflScers  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
office  under  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
■hall  takecare  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  31.  JlnJ  bt  it  furOwr  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  a  secretary  of  said  Territory,  who  shall 
reside  therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  five  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  he  shall  re'cord  and  preserve  all  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
hereinafter  constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  depart- 
ment; he  shall  transmit  ohe  copy  of  the  laws  and 
journals  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  within  thirty 
.  days  after  the  end  of  each  session,  and  one  copy 
of  the  executive  proceedings  and  official  corres- 
pondence semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of  Jan- 
uary and  July  in  each  year,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  two  copies  of  the  laws  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  libraries  of  Congress ;  and,  in  case  of  the  death, 
removal,  resignation,  or  absence  of  the  Governor 
from  the  Territory,  the  secretary  shall  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  execute  and 
perform  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Governor 
during  such  vacancy  or^bscnce,  or  until  another 
Governor  shall  be  duly  appointed  and  qualified  t6 
fill  such  vacancy.  , 

Sec  22.  Jlnd  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
legislative  power  and  authority  of  said  Territory 
shall  be  vested  in  the  Governor  and  a  Legislative 
.^sembly.  The  Legislative  Assembly  shall  con- 
sist of  a  Council  and  House  of  Representatives. 
The  Council  .shall  consist  of  thirteen  members, 
liaving  Uie  qualifications  of  voters,  as  hereinafter 
prescribed,  whose  term  of  service  shall  continue 
two  years.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall, 
at  its  first  session ,  consist  of  twenty-six  members, 
possessing  the  same  qualifications  as  prescribed 
for  members  of  the  Council,  and  whose  term  of 
aervice  shall  continue  one  year.  The  number  of 
representatives  may  be  increased  by  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  qualified  voters:  Providtd, 
That  the  whole  number  shajl  never  exceed  thirty- 
nine.  An  apportionment  snail  be  made,  as  nearly 
'equal  as  prmiicable  among  the  several  counties 
or  districts,  for  the  election  of  the  Council  and 
representatives,  giving  to  each  section  of  the 
Territory  representation  in  the  ratio  of  its  quali- 
fied voters  as  nearly  as  may  be.  And  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  and  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  reside  in,  and  be  inhabitants  of, 
the  district  or  county,  or  counties,  for  which  they 
may  be  elected,  respectively.  Previous  to  the  first 
election,  the  Governor  shall  cause  a  census,  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  and  qualified  voters 
of  the  several  counties  and  districts  of  the  Terri- 
tory, to  be  taken  by  luch  persona  and  in  such 
mode  as  the  Governor  shall  designate  and  appoint; 
and  the  persons  do  appointed  shall  receive  a  rea- 
sonable comped^ation  therefor.  And  the  first  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  at  such  time  ai),d  places,  and  be 
conducted  in.  such  mnnner,  both  as  to  the  persons 
who  shall  superintend  such  election  and  the  returns 
thereof,  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint  and  direct; 
and  he  shall  nt  the  same  time  declare  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  which  each  of  the  counties  or  distritta 
shall  be  entitled  under  thiaact.  The  persons  having 
tlie  highest  number  of  legal  votes  in  each  of  said 
council  districts  for  members  of  (he  Council,  shall 
be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly  elected  to 
the  Council;  and  the  persons  having  the  highest 
number  of  legal  votes  far  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly 
elected  members  of  said  House:  Provided,  That 
in  case  two  or  more  persona  voted  for  shall  have 
im  equal  number  of  votea,  and  in  caai  a  vacancy 


shall  otherwise  occur  in  either  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  the  Governor  shall  order  a  new 
electioi'i;  and  the  persons  thus  elected  totheLegis- 
lative  Assembly  Rhali  meet  at  such  place  and  on 
such  day  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint;  but  there- 
after, the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  and 
conducting  all  elections  by  the  people,  and  the  ap- 
portionhig  the  representation  in  the  several  coun- 
ties or  districts  to  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
senlatrves,  according  to  the  number  of  qualified 
voters,  ahall  be  preacribed  by  law,  aa  well  aa  the 
day  of  the  commencement  of  the  regular  sessions 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly:  Provided,  That  no 
session  in  any  one  year  shall  exceed  the  term  of 
forty  days,  except  the  first  session,  which  may 
continue  sixty  days. 

Sec.  39.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,*  That  every 
free  white  mate  inhabitant  above  ihea^e  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  bean  actual  resident  of  said 
Territory,  and  shall  possess  the  qualifications 
hereinafter  prescribed,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
the  first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
within  the  said  Territory;  but  the  qualificationa 
of  votera,and  of  holdinc  office,  at  all  subsequent 
elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Legislative  Assembly:  Provided,  That  the 
right  of  su^rage  and  of  holding  office  shall  be 
exercised  only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath  their 
intention  to  become  aurh,  and  shall  have  taken  an 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  provisions  of  this  act:  ^nd provided, 
further,  That  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman,  or  mi- 
rine,  or  other  person  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  Stater,  or  attached  to  troops  In  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  or 
hold  office  in  said  Territory  by  reason  of  being 
on  aervice  therein. 

Sec  .  24.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  legia- 
lative  power  of  the  Territory  shall  extend  to  oil 
rightful  JBUbjects  of  legislation  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United.  States  and  the  provis- 
ions of  thia  act;  but  no  law  ahall  be  passea  inter- 
fering with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil;  no 
tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  property  of  the 
United  States;  nor  shall  the  lands  or  other  prop- 
erty of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher  than  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  residents.  Every  bill 
which  shall  have  passed  the  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory  shall,  be- 
fore it  become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory;  if  he  approve„he  shall  sign  it; 
but  if  not,' he  shall  return  K  with  his  objections  to 
the  House  in  which  it  originated,  who  shall  enter 
the  objectiona  at  large  on  their  Journal,  and  pro- 
ceed to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsidera- 
tion, two  thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass 
the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objec- 
tions, to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  like- 
wise be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two 
thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But 
in  all  such  caaea  the  votes  of  both  Housea  shall 
be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  be  entered  on 
the  Journal  of  each  House,  respectively.  If  any 
bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within 
three  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  ahall  be  a  law  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Aa- 
aembly,  by  adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in 
which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Sec.  25.  ^nd  be  iXfiarther  enacted.  That  all  town- 
ship, district,  and  county  officers,  not  herein  other- 
wise prov^ed  for,  shall  be  appointed  or  elected, as 
the  ease  may  be,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  The  Governor  shall 
nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Legislative  Council,  appoint  all  officers 
not  herein  otherwise  provided  for;  and  in  the  first 
instance  the  Governor  alone  may  appoint  all  said 
officers,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  end 
of  the  first  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly; 
and  shall  lay  off  the  necessary  districts  for  mem- 
bers of  theCouncil  and  House  of  Repreaentativea, 
and  all  other  officers. 

Sec.  26.  ^nd  be  U  fiolher  enacted.  That  ho 
member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  hold, 
or  be  appointed  to,  any  office  which  shall  have 
been  created,  or  the  salary  or  emoluments  of 
which  shall  have  been  increased,  while  he  was  a 
member,  during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elect- 
ed, and  for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  such 
term;  but  thia  reatriction  ahall  not  be  applicable 
to  membenof  the  ttratLegisIative  Aaaemoly;  and 


no  person  holdine  a  eommiaaton  or  appointment 
under  the  United  States,  except  postmasters, 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
or  shall  hold  any  office  under  the  government  of 
said  Territory. 

Sec  37.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
judicial  power  of  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in 
a  supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate  courts, 
and  in  justices  of  the  peace.  The  supreme  court 
shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associats 
justices,  any  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quo- 
rum, and  who  shall  hold  a  term  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  said  Territory  annually;  and  they 
shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  period  of  four 
years,  and  until  their  successors  shall  beappointed 
and  qualified.  The  said  Territory  shall  bedivided 
into  three  judicial  districts,  and  a  district  court 
shall  be  held  in  each  of  said  districts  by  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  at  such  times  and 
places  aa  may  be  preacribed  by  law;  and  the  aaid 
judges  shall,  after  their  appointments,  respect- 
iveiy,  reside  in  the  districts  which  shall  be  as- 
signed them.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  courts 
herein  provided  for,  both  appellate  and  original^ 
and  that  of  the  probate  coDrts  and  of  jnstiecs  of 
the  peace,  shall  be  as  limited  by  law:  Provided, 
That  justices  of  the  peace  shall  not  have  jnrisdie- 
tion  ofany  matter  in  controveray  when  the  title 
or  boundaries  of  land  may  be  in  dispute,  or  where 
the  debt  or  sum  claimed  shall  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars;  and  the  said  auprem^ and  district  courts, 
respectively,  shall  possess  chancery  as  well  as 
common  law  jurisdiction.  Each  district  court,  or 
the  judge  thereof,  shall  appoint  iu  clerk,  who 
shall  also  be  the  register  in  chancery,  and  shall 
keep  his  office  at  the  place  where  the  court  may  be 
held.  Writs  of  error,  bills  of  exception,  and  ap- 
peals, shall  bs  allowed  in  all  cases  from  the  final 
decisions  of  said  district  courts  to  the  supreme 
count  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
bylaw;  but  in  no  case  removed  to  the  supreme 
court  shall  trial  by  jury  be  aRowed  in  said  court. 
The  supreme  court,  or  the  justices  thereof,  shall 
appoint  ils  own  clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall  hold 
his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  for  which  he 
■hall  have  been  appointed.  'Writs  of  erfor,  and 
appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of  said  supreme 
court,  shall  be  allowed,  and  may  be  token  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  from 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  StaleiT,  where  th* 
value  of  the  property,  or  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy, to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  or  aflirmatjon 
of  either  party,  or  other  competent  witness,  shall 
exceed  one  thousand  dollars;  except  only  that  in 
all  cases  involving  title  to  slaves,  the  said  writs  of 
error  or  appeals  shall  be  allowed  and  decided  by 
tha  said  supreme  court,  without  regard  to  the 
value  of  the  matter,  property,  or  title  in  contro- 
versy; and  except  also  tnat  a  writ  of  error  or  ap- 
peal shall  also  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  decision  of  thesaid  su- 
preme court  created  by  this  act,  or  of  any  jud^s 
thereof,  or  of  the  district  conru  createi^  by  this 
act,  or  of  any  judge  thereof,  upon  any  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus,  mvolvingthe  question  of  personal  free- 
dom :  Prnided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shaO 
be  construed  to  apply  to  or  afiTect  the  provisioDS 
of  the**  Act  respecting  fugitives  fi-om  justice,  and 
persons  escapi  ng  from  tlie  serv  Ice  of  their  masters, " 
approved  February  twelfth,  seventeen  hgndrM 
and  ninety-three,  and  the  **Act  to  amend  andsii)>- 
plementary  to  the  aforesaid  act,"  approved  Sep- 
tember eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty; 
and  each  of  thesaid  district  courts  shall  haveond 
exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  in  till  eases  arising 
under  the  Constitution  and  IitWs  of  the  United 
States  aa  is  vested  In  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  said  supreme  and 
district  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and  the  re- 
spective judges  thereof,  shall  and  may  grant  wriis 
of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  in  which  the  same 
are  granted  by  the  judges  of  the  United  States  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  first  six  dhys 
of  eveiy  term  of  said  courts,  or  so  mirch  thereof 
as  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
trial  of  causes  arising  under  the  said  ConetitotlOn 
and  laws,  and  writs  of  error  and  appeal  in  all  such 
esses  shall  be  made  to  the  supreme.court  of  said 
Territory,  the  same  as  in  other  cases.  The  said 
clerk  shall  receive  in  al>  such  eases  the  same  fees 
which  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts  of  Utth 
Territory  now  receive  for  siinilar  services. 

Sec.  98.  Jlnd  be  itfStrthir  enacted.  That  tlw  pM- 
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^rwtoDS  of  ihe  act  entUled  "  An  act  rMpeetin|;  fu- 

Sitivra  from  jiutice,  and  persona  escaping  firom 
le  aerTiceoriheir  masters,"  approved  Pebrtiary 
twelfth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
•mend,  and  sapplemeniary  to,  the  aforesaid  act," 
ai^pmved  September  eighteenth,  eighteen  tiondred 
and  fifty,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to 
csicod  to,  and  b*  in  full  roree  within  the  limits  of 
Ike  mid  Territory  of  Kansas. 

Sec.  29.  Jnd  he  U  fltrther  enaeUd,  That  there 
■bail  be  appointed  an  attorney  for  said  Territory, 
.who  shall  eoBtinae  in  offio*  for  four  ysars,  and 
«ntit  his  successor  ahall  be  appointed  and  qaali- 
lied,  ttnless  sodner  removed  by  the  President,  and 
who  shall  receive  the  same  fees  and  salary  as  the 
•tlorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  ntah.  There  shall  also  be  a  marshal  for 
the  Territory  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  four  Tears,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be 
Appointed  and  qaalKed.'Unless  sooner  removed  by 
(he  President,  aiid  who  shall  exeoule  all  processes 
issuing  from  the  said  courts  when  exercising  their 
jurisdiction  a«  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States;  he  shall  perform  the  duties,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be 
eotillcd  to  the  same  fees,  as  the  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  present 
Tarritory  of  Uuh,  and  shall,  in  addition,  d«  paid 
two  hundred  dollars  annually  as  a  compeosatioD 
.  for  eztr^  services. 

Sac.  30.  «IiiiteitiW(A«r<nael«t,  That  the  Gov- 
ernor, secretary,  chief  justice,  and  associate  jus- 
tices, attorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be  nominated, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appointed  by  the  President  of  Ihe  United 
Stales.  TheGovernorandsecretary  tobeappointed 
as  aforesaid  shall,  before  they  act  as  such,  respect- 
ively take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  district 
judge  or  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  limits  of 
aaia  Territory,  duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
and  affirmations  by  the  laws  now  in  force  therein, 
or  before  the  chiei  justice  or  some  associate  jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to 
support  the  Constitation  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  and 
faithfully  to  discbarge  the  duties  of  their  respect- 
ive offices,  which  said  oatha,  when  so  taken,  shall 
be  certified  by  th«  person  by  whom  the  same  ahall 
hare  been  taken;  and  sucn  certificates  shall  be 
received  and  recorded  by  the  said  secretary  amdiig 
Ihe  execulisfe  proceedings;  and  the  chief  justice 
and  oesooiate  jostiees,  and  ali  ether  civil  officers 
in  said  Territory7  before  they  act  as  such ,  shall  take 
m  Uke  oath  oraffirsnalion  bffure  thenaid  Governor 
or  secretary,  or  some  judge  or  juatioe  of  the  peace 
of  the  Territory  who  may  be  duly  eommissioned 
and  qualified,  which  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
be  certified  and  transmitted  by  the  person  taking 
the  same  to  the  secretary,  to  oe  by  him  recorded 
as  aforesaid^  and,  afterwards,  the  like  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken,  certified,  and  recorded, 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law.  The  Governor  shaH  rseeiva  an  annual 
salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The 
chief  justice  and  associate  justices  shall  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars.  The  sec- 
retary shaH  receive  an  annoal  salary  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  said  aalarirs  shall  be  paid 
quarter-yearly,  from  the  dates  of  the  respective 
appaMitmcMB,  at  the  Traaan  ryofthe  United  Slates ; 
bat  no  such  payment  shall  be  made  until  said 
officers  shall  have  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respcotive  appointments.  The  members  of  the 
Legtsiaiive  AanmUy  shall  be  entitled  to  recrive 
three  doflara  each  per  day  during  their  attendance 
at  the  sessions  thereof,  and  three  dollars  each  for 
every  twenty  miles'  travel  ingoing  to  and  retom- 
ing  from  the  said  sessions,  estimated  according  to 
the  nsarest  usually  traveled  routr;  and  an  addi- 
tional allowance  of  three  dollars  shall  be  paid  to 
the  presiding  officer  of  each  House  for  each  day 
he  shall  so  preside.  And  a  chief  clerk,  one  sssist- 
ant  olerk,  a  ssracaat^at^rme,  and  doorkeeper, 
may  be  chosen  for  each  House;  aod  the  chief 
<  clerk  ehall  receive  four  dollars  per  day,  and  the 
Mid  other  officers  three  dollars  per  day,,  during 
the  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly;  but  no 
.  other  ^ffioets  shall  be  paid  by  ihe  United  Sutes: 
PrtvUed,  That  there  shall  be  but  one  session  of 
the  Legislature  annually,  unless,  on  an  extraor- 
dinary oocasion,  the  Governor  shall  think  proper 
to  call  the  L.cgislature  together.  There  shall  ite 
appropriated,  aanually,  the  usual  sum,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Qorainor,  to  defray  the  contin- 


gent expenses  of  the  Territory,  including  the 
salary  of  a  clerk  of  the  executive  department; 
and  there  shall  also  be  appropriated,«nnually,  a 
sufficient  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  secretary  of 
the  Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate  to  be  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Assemblv,  the  printing  of  the  laws,  and  other 
incidental  expenses;  and  the  Governor  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Territory  shall,  in  the  disbursement  of 
all  moneys  intrusted  to  them,  be  governed  solely 
by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  Stoles,  and  shall,  semi-annually, 
account  to  the  said  Secretary  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  aforesaid  moneys  snail  have  been  ex- 
pended; and  no  expenditure  ahall  be  mode  by  said 
Legislative  Assembly  for  objecu  not  specially 
authorized  by  the  acts  of  Congress  making  the 
appropriations,  nor  beyond  the  sums  thus  appro- 
priated for  such  objects. 

Sec.  31.  Wnd  6e  U  further  enacted.  That  the  seat 
of  government  of  said  Territory  is  hereby  located 
temporaqly  at  Fort  Leavenworth;  and  that  such 
portions  of  the  public  buildings  as  may  not  be 
actually  used  and  needed  for  military  purposes 
may  be  occupied  and  URed,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Governor  and  Legislative  Assembly,  for  such 
public  purposes  as  may  be  required  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Sec.^32.  t^nd  be  Ufiatiur  enacted.  That  a  Dele- 
gate to  the  Uouee  of  Reprtsenlatives  of  the 
United  Stales,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  may 
be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified  lo^lect  members 
of  the  L^islative  Assembly,  who  shall  be  Entitled 
to  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  are  exercised 
and  enjoyed  by  the  Delegates  from  the  several 
other  Territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Delegate  firat 
elected  shall  hold  his  seat  ooly  during  the  term  of 
the  Congress  to  wbirb  he  shall  be  elscied.  The 
first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  places, 
and  be  conducted  in  sucfa  manner,  as  the  Govern- 
or shall  appoint  and  direct;  and  at  all  subse- 
quent elections  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  the  electtoDS  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
The  person  having  the  greatett  number  of  votes 
shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  given  oc- 
cordinglr.  That  the  Constitution,  and  aU  laws 
of  the  United  Siatea  which  are  not  locally  inap- 
plicable, ahall  have  the  eame  force  and  effect 
within  the  said  Territory  of  Kansas  as  elsewhere 
within  the  United  States,  except  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  approved  March  aixth, 
eighteen  hundred  aad  twenty,  which,  being  incon- 
sistent with  the  principle  of  non-intervention  by 
Congress  with  slavery  in  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries, OS  recognissd  by  the  legislataoa  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  commonly  cai\td  the  compro- 
mise measures,  is  hereby  declared  inoperative  and 
void;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act  not  to  legislate  slavery  into  any  Territory  or 
State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  iMt  to  leave 
the  people  thereof  perfiictly  free  to  form  and  reg- 
ulate their  aomestic  institutions  in  their  own  way, 
subject  only  to  the  Coastitution  of  the- United 
States:  Prtwided,  That  ttothiag  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  revive  or  put  in  force  any 
law  or  r^ulation  which  may  have  existed  prior 
to  the  act  of  sixth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty,  either  protecting,  establishing,  pro- 
hibiting, or  abolishing  slavery. 

Sec.33.  ^ndieit/MherenacUd,  Tliat  there  shall 
hereafter  be  appropriated,  as  has  been  customary 
for  the  territorial  governments,  a  sufficient  amount, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  said 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Kansaa,  not  exceed- 
ing the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for  similar 
ol^ects,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  public  build- 
ings at  the  seat  of  government,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  library,  to  be  kept  at  the  seat  of  p>^- 
eniment  for  the  use  of  the  Governor,  Legislative 
Assembly,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  secre- 
tary, marshal,  and  attorney  of  said  Territory, 
ami  such  other  persons,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions, as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec  34.  ^nd  be  it  further  enmtted.  That  when 
the  lands  in  the  said  Territory  shall  be  surveyed 
underihedirection  of  theGovernment  of  the  United 
States,  preparatory  to  bringing  the  same  into 
market,  sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-eix 
io  each  lowiwhip  in  aoid  Territory  shall  be,  and 


the  same  ore  hereby,  reserved  for  the  purpose  of 
being  applied  to  schools  in  said  Territory,  and  in 
the  States  and  Territories  hereafter  to  be  erected 
out  of  the  same. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  U  furOier  enoefed.  That,  until 
otherwise  provided  by  law,  the  Governor  of  said 
Territory  may  define  the  judicial  districts  of  said 
Territory,  and  assign  the  judges  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed for  said  Territory  to  the  several  districts: 
and  also  appoint  the  tiroes  and  places  for  holding 
courts  in  the  several  counties  or  subdivisions  io 
sach  of  said  judicial  districts  by  proclamation,  to 
be  iastted  by  him;  but  the  Legislative  AssemUyi 
at  their  first  or  any  subsequent  session,  may  or- 
ganize, alter,  or  modifV  sucn  judicial  districts,  and 
assign  the  judges,  and  alter  the  times  and  places 
of  holding  the  courts,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper 
and  convenient. 

Sec  36.  ^nd  be  U  fiurther  enacted.  That  alt 
officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions of  any  law  now  existing,  or  which  may 
be  enacted  during  the  present  Congress,  are  re- 
quired to  give  security  for  moneys  that  may  be 
intrusted  with  them  for  disbursement,  shall  givs 
such  security,  at  such  time  and  place,  and  in  such 
manner,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
prescribe. 

Sec  37.  ^nd  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  ThM  tit 
treaties,  laws,  and  other  engagements  made  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  with  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  the  Territories  embraced  within 
this  act,  shall  be  faithfully  and  rigidly  observed, 
notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  this  act; 
and  that  the  existing  agencies  and  superintenden- 
cies  of  said  Indians  be  continued  with  the  same 
powers  and  duties  which  are  now  prescribed  by 
law,  except  that  the  Presldentof  the  United  Slates 
may,  at  his  discretion,  change  the  location  of  the 
office  of  superintendent. 

The  previous  queation  wds  seconded. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  rise  to  a  oueation  of 
order.  There  is  no  appropriation  in  this  bill  thoi^ 
requires  it,  under  the  I33d  rule,  to  be  discussed  in 
Commiltee  of  the  Whole;  but  there  is  a  proposi- 
tion in  the  bill  for  a  tax  or  a  charge  upon  the  peo- 
ple which,  under  the  131st  rule,  must  not- be  dis- 
cussed upon  the  day  on  which  it  is  introduced 
into  the  House,  and  which  must  be  discussed  in 
Committee  of  die  Whole.  Tha(  provision  is  in 
these  words: 

"There  ilmll  be  npproprialed  annually  Ihe  Dfaalrain,to 
be  npenrird  br  Ihe  Onveroor,  Io  deflray  Uu  conliU|ent  eX- 
pentea  of  the  Terrilory." 

The  131st  rule  is,  that 

"  No  motton  or  pnpotiiioa  Ibr  a  tax  or  charn  upon  the 
people  ihal)  tie  dttcu««d  the  day  on  which  ft  la  made  or 
ofTered ;  and  every  auch  propoaltion  ahnll  rccvive  Its  Oiil 
diacnaatoD  in  a  CoaunllMser  ttis  Wbolo  Houm." 

I  hold  that  this  bill  contains  a  proposition  for  a 
tax  and  a  charge  upon  the  National  Treasury,  and, 
consFqueotly,  must  be  discussed  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  overrule 
the  point  of  order,  upon  the  ground  that  the  bin 
has  been  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  The  substitute  now  before 
the  House  has  iteeer  been  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  very  true;  bnt  the 
bill  has  been  so  considered,  which  bring;  it  within 
the  meaning  of  the  rule,  according  to  the  universal 
practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  rule  which  the  gentle- 
man has  read  applies  to  another  thing  entitely— 
to  those  bills  which  propose  tojevy  taxes. 

Ths  SPEAKER.    That  ImiIso  true. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Any  proposition  which 
proposes  a  ohargs  upon  the  National  Treasury 
must  first  be  considered  in  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    1  object  to  all  discussion. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Choir  overrules  the 

Suestion  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
thio. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  defnand  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  ordering  the  main  question. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  t  ask  for  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cdlloh  and 
Ready  were  appointed. 

The  House  then  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty-nine  gentlemen  vo(ing  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  aitd  nays  were  ordered 
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The  quMtion  was  then  taken;  and  there  ware — 
yeaa  116,  nays  90;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mesim.  Abercmmbie,  Jamei  C.  Allen,  WillU 
Allen,  A>h«,  David  J.  Dailey,  Thoniaa  H.  Bayly,  Barlu- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Boeock.  Boycp,  Breckinridge,  Bridges, 
Brookii,  Camtheii,  Coekie,  Chisialii,  Cbrinniaii,  Uliurcli- 
well,  Clark,  Clingnan,  Cobb,  Colqiiili,  Cox,  Craite,  Cum- 
■niog,  Cntiinf,  Jolin'G.  Davis,  Dawauii,  Dianey,  Dnndetl, 
Dnoliar,  Danbam,  Edmuodion,  John  M.  Elliott,  Engliab, 
fanlkner,  Floreae*,  Puller,  Qoode,  Orean,  Greenwood, 
Gr«gr,  Haalltoo,  Sampaon  W.  Harria,  Wiley  P.  Hania, 
Bendrick*,  Henn,  Hlbbard,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Hotulon,  Inger- 
•oll,  George  W.  Jonei,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jonas, 
Keitl,  Ken,  Kidwell,Kurtx,  l>nnib.  Lane,  Lalbem,  Letcher, 
UUy,  LlDdley,  Maedonald,  MeUoii(all,  MvNalr,  Maxwell, 
May,  John  G.  MUler,  Bmllb  Miller,  Olds,  Mordecal  Oliver, 
Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Prait,  Preston, 
Keady,  Reese,  Richardsiin,  Riddle,  Rnbbins,  Rogers,  Rowe, 
Rnffin,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Siogleton,  Samuel  A. 
Bnilb,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smilh,  George  W. 
Smyth,  Snodgrass,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  B.  Stan- 
ton, Alexander  H.Stephens,  Straub,  David  Stuart,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  War- 
icn,  Wcatbrook,  Wiite,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hendttek  B. 
Wrigbt,  and  Zolliaafler— 116. 

NATS — Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Belcner,  Bennett,  Benana, 
Benton,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Crocker,  l.'ullom,  Curtis, 
Thomas  Davis,  Dnu.De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Dram, 
Baatmao,  Edgenon,  Edmands,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Ellison, 
Elheridie,  Everfeart,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Giddinga, 
Goodrich,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Hastinn,  Haven,  Hiester,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  Klttredge,  Knox,  Lindsley,  Lyon,  McCul 
loch,  Maoe,  Haiteson,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarth, 
Millson.Morgan.Murray, Nichols,  Noble,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Pennington,  Bishop  Per- 
kins, Pringle,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas  Rlichey^  Russell,  8a- 
Un,  Sage,  Sapp,  Simmons,  Skelton,6erritSmith,HeslnrL. 
Suvetis,  Siraiton,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathan- 
iel G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  Upham,  Wade, 
Walley,  Ellibn  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells, 
John  Wcutwonh,  Tappan  Wentworlh,  Wheeler,  and 
Yatea-SO. 

So  the  main  .question  wa«  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  MORQAN.  I  more  that  the  Hoose  ad- 
journ; and  upon  thatypotion  I  demand  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Collom  and 
Obey  were  appointed. 

The  House  then  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty-one  gentlemen  voting  in  the  affirmative,  (not 
a  sufficient  number.) 

rCries  of  "  Count  the  other  side!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Forty-one  is  not  a  sufficient 
number,  according  to  the  vote  this  moment  given; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  are  not  ordered. 

The  question  is  now  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rich- 
AansoN.] 

Mr.  MILLSON..  On  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  call  for  tellers  on  order- 
ingthe  yeas  and  nays. 

Tcllsn  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cullom,  and 
Davii  of  Indiana,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
aixty'-five  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  aud  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeaa  115,  nays  96;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Hessis.  Abercrombie,  James  C.  AHen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  'I^omas  U.  Bayly,  Barks- 
dale,  Bamir  Bell,  Boeock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges, 
Brooks,  Caakle,  Chasiaio,  Chrlsman,  Churchwell,  Clark, 
Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige,  Cumminir,  Catting, 
JabD  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dun- 
ban,  Edmundson,  John  H.  Elliott,  English,  Faulkner, 
Florence,  Fuller,  Ooode,  Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamll- 
lon,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  UiU, 
BiUyer,  Houston,  Ingeisoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  GlaAey 
Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lane, 
Ladiam,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Maedonald,  McDourall, 
McNaIr,  Maxwell,  May,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller, 


*"v*'".,,    ..m»*wi,ii,   mmjf   <#uiiii   VI-    iTjiiici,    E-iiiiiii    iTiiiier, 

Olds,  Mofdeeai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelps, 
Pbillipa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preston,  Ready,  Reese,  Richardson, 
Riddle,  Bobbins,  Rowe,  Rut)in,Seymnur,Shannon,RhBW, 


Pbillipa,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preston,  Ready,  Reese,  Richardson, 
Riddle,  Bobbins,  Rowe,  Rut)in,Seymnur,Shannon,RhBW, 
Shower,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 


William  R.  Smith,  Gaorae  W.  Smyth,  Snodgrass,  Freder- 
ick P.  Stanton,  Riehardf  H.  Sianion,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
pbeoa,  Btnub, David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  Tweed,  Vail, 
Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsh,  Warren,  Westbcook, 
Wilte,  Daniel  B.  Wrlghi,  Heodrick  B.  Wrigbt,  and  ZolU. 
ooObr— IIS. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Ben- 
(oa,  Beaton,  Biigg,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler- 
Cteeker,  CuNom,  Curtis,  Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  Do  Witt, 
Dick,  Dicltinson,  Eastmaii,  Edgenon,  Bdmands,  Thomas  D. 
SlioL  EUiaoD,  Etherldge,  Everhart,  Farley,  Fenton.Flagler, 
Gamble,  Giddinss,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan.  Aa- 
drdw  J.  Bsrian,  Harrison,  Uastiius,  HavcD,  Blester,  Howe, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kiltredge,  Knox, 
Lindsley,  Lyon,  McCuUoch  Mace,  Malteson,  Mayall, 
Meaebam,Hiddleswartb,Millson,Morgan,  Morrison,  Mur- 
ray, Wicbols,  Noble,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck, 
Pennington,  Biabop.Perkin<,  Pringle,  Furyear,  David 
Bitctaie,  Tbooiaa  Bitcbey,  Ragera,  Ruaull,  Sabln,  Sage 


Sapp,  Simmons,  8kelton,Oerrit  Smith,  BestorL.  Stevens, 
Siration,  Andreiv  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Natbauial  O. 
Taylor,  Thnaioa,  Tracy,  Trout,  Upham,  Wade,  Walley, 
Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  John 
Wentwonb,  Tappan  Vventwortb,  Wheeler,  sad  Yates — 
96. 

9o  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois was  adopted.  ' 

Pending  the  announcement  of  the  vote, 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire 
to  slate  to  the  House  that  I  have  paired  off  on  this 
bill  with  Mr.  Cbasc,  of  New  York,  otherwise  I 
would  have  voted  in  the  affirmativ*. 

Several  Membiks  addressetLthe  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  recurs  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mill- 
ion] was  the  first  to  address  the  Cffair. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  move 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  And  on  that  I  call  for  tb* 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  submit,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that'that  motion  is  not  in  order,  under  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  doubt 
that  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Is  it  in  order  after  the 
'previous  question  has  been  seconded? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  it  is  fhirly 
in  order  under  the  rule.  • 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called ;  luid  the  queation  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  lOU,  nays  114;  as  fol- 
lows: , 

TEAS— Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bennett,  Benson, 
Benton,  Bugg,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Crocker, 
Cullom,  Curtis,  Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  De  Witt,  Dick, 
Dickinson,  Drum,  Eastman,  Edgenon,  Edmands,  Thonaa 
D.  Eliot,  Ellison,  Elheridge,  Evertaan.  Farley,  Fentm, 
Flagler,  Fuller,  GamMe,  Oiddings,aoodrlcb,  Grow,  Aaron 
Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Baven, 
Hiester,  Hows,  Hagbes,  UnnI,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
Kiltredge,  Knox,  Lindsley,  Lyoo,McCullocb,  Mace,  Msi- 
leson,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarth,  Millaon,  Morgan, 
Morrison,  Mumur,  Nichols,  Noble,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Pennington,  Biahop  Perkins, 
Pratt,  Pringle,  Pnryear,  David  Bitehie,  Thoons  Biteiie/, 
Bagers2lRnssell,  Sage,  8app,Seynionr,  Simmons,  Bkeltoa, 
Gerrit  Smitb,  Hestnr  L-  Stevens,  Stratton,  Andrew  Stuart, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy, 
Tront,  Upham, Wade,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Wasbbnma,  fe- 
rae I  Wasbbnni,  Wells,  John  Wentwonb,  Taiqian  Want- 
worth,  Wheeler,  and  Yaiea— 100. 

NATS— Messrs.  AbercromUe,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Asbe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Bell,  Boeock,  Boyce,  Brecklnildge,  Bridges, 
Brooks,  Carotbeta,  Caakie^  Cbastain,  Cbriamao,  Obtirefe- 
well,  Clark,  CUngnan,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Ctstge,  Cam- 
ming, Caning,  John  6.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dowdell, 
Ounbar,  Danbam,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  John  M.  Elliott, 
English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Goode,  Green.  Otaeawood, 
Grey,  HamUloa,  Sampson  W.  Barfia,  Uandilcka,  Bene, 
Hilibard,  iilU,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Ingsrsoll,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Kidwell, 
Kurtz,  Lamb,  Lane,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley, 
Maedonald,  McDotigall,  McNair,  Maxwell,  Msv,  John  O. 
Miller,  Smidi  Miller,  Olda,  Mordecal  Oliver,  On,  Packer, 
Perkiiia,  Phelps.  Pbillipa,  Powell,  Preston,  Ready,  Reese, 
Richardson,  Riddle,  Bobbins,  Rowe,  RulBn,  Shannon, 
Shaw,  Shower,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
SmiUi,  William  R.  Saaith,  Geoise  W.  Snyita,  Boodgraas, 
Frederick  P.  Stauiaa,Jtietaanl  H.  Slaalon,  Alexander  B. 
Stephens,  Straub,  David  Stuan,  John  J.  Taylor.  Tweed, 
Vail,  VaiAant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Waldi,  Warren, 
Weatbrook,  Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  BendrickB.  Wridit, 
and  ZollioolStr— lU. 

So  the  Hotue  refbaed  to  lay  the  bHI  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thequeation  recur*  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  MATTESON,  (at  twenty  minutes  past  ten 
o'clock.)  1  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn; 
and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HAVEN,  (addressing  the  Chair  at  the 
same  time.)  I  ask  for  the  yeus  and  nays  on  the 
question  put  by  the  Chair  that  the  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  was  first  divided  on  ordering  the  yeaa 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeaa  anil  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  now,Mr.  Speaker, repeat  my 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  then  called ;  and  the  queation  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  11S2,  naya  99;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J .  Bailey(Thoroas  H.  Bayly,  Barfcsdale, 
Barry,  Belt,  Boeock,  Boyce,  BrecMaridge,  Brtdfea,  Brooks, 


Oaskle,  Cbastain,  Cbrimian,Ctaincbirdl,  Chirk,  CnngniaB, 
Cobb,  Oolquitl,  Cox,  Craige,  Camming,  CuMug,  Mm  S^ 
Davis,  Dawson,  Disuey,  Itowdall,  Dunbar,  Edily,  Edmuod 
sou,  John  M.  Elliou,  English,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Gootle, 
Green,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Housion,  Inser- 
soll,  Oeotge  W.  Jones,  J.  Obiney  Jones,  Roland  Jooea, 
Ksn,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Liuw,  Lailiam,  LeiciMC^ 
Lilly,  Lindley,  Maedonald,  McDougatl.  McNair,  Maxwell, 
May,  John  O.  Miller,  Smitb  Miller,  Olds,  Mordecal  Oli- 
ver, On,  Packer,  Jolin  Perkins,  Ptaelpa,  PbHIipa,  PowaH, 
Preston,  Ready,  Reese,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbiaa,  Bowi^ 
RuSn,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Sittgleion,  Samual  A. 
Smith,  William  Smith,  William  B.  Smith,  George  W. 
Smyth,  Snodgrass,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Btaa- 
lon,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Siranb,  David  Sluan,JobB  J. 
Taylor, Tweed,  Vail,  Vansant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Wa^lk 
Warren,  Westbrook,  Wiita,  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt,  Hendtick 
B.  Wrigbt,  and  ZolllcolTet^l  IS. 

NAVs— Messrs.  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Beimeit,  Ben- 
son, Benton,  Bugg, Campbell,Carpenter,CbandlST,Croek- 
er,  Culloa,  CurUs,  Thomas  Davis,  Deoii,  De  Win,  Oicfc, 
Dickinson,  Drum,  Eastman,  Edgenon,  Edmanda,  Thoiaas 
D.  Eliot,  Ellison,  Etheridge,  Everhan,  Pariey,  Fenton, 
Ftagler,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Giddinja,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aanm 
Haiian,  Andrew  J.  Harian,  ifarriaon,  Uaaiiags,  Havna, 
Hiester,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Jobnaoa,  DanialT.  iamm, 
Kittredxe,  Knox,  Lindsley,  Lyon,  HcCullocta,  Mace,  Mat- 
teson,  Meacham,  Middleswarth,  MIDson ,  Morgan,  Morrison, 
Murray,  Niehols,  NoUe,  Norton,  Andrew  OHver,  Parker, 
Peek,  Peokbani,  Pennington,  Blebap  Perkiaa,  Fran,  Prin- 
gle, Puryear,  liavid  Ritchie,  Tbomaa  Rilcney,  Boaers, 
Russell,  Sabine,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seymour,  Simmons,  Bkellni, 
Gerrit  Smitb,  Hastor  L.  Stevens,  Stratton,  Andrew  Stuart, 
John  L.  Taykir,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Ttaofsion,  Tracy, 
Troat,  Uphan,  Wade,  Wattey,  Elllba  B.  WasbbarM, 
Israel  Wasbbom,  Wells,  John  Wemwottb,TaM>an  Woai- 
wortb,  Wbeeler,  and  Yates— M 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  angroaaed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time.' 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  demand  the  previona 
question  ou  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  (luestion  was  seconded,  and  tha 
main  question  ortfered  to'be  put. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nay* 
on  the  final  possoge  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  pasaaga  of 
the  bill;  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  113,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aberenmbin,  Jamea  6.  Allen,  WiUla 
Allen,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barksdale, 
Barry,  Bell,  Boeock,  Binree,  Breckinridge,  Bridges, 
Brooks,  Caskie,  CbaaUin  Cbriaaiaa,  Cboicbwell,  CM^ 
Clingman,  Cobb,  Ootqalll,  Ooa,  Otalge,  Cnaaariag,  Cul- 
Ung,  Jobn  G.  Oavia,  Dawson,  Oianey,  Dowdell,  Ounbaf, 

»nbam,  Eddy,  Edmundaon,  John  M.  Elliott,  Enjriisb, 
alkner,Florenee,Gnode,Green,GreeBWood,Grey,  asm- . 
Ilton,  Sampson  W.  Hania,  Hendrlcka,  Henn,  llibbard, 
Hill,  Hillyer,  Hooatan,  IngeraoU,  Oeotia  W.  Jenea,  J. 
Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jonaa,  Ken,  KidweU,Karta,  Laiak, 
Lane,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindlqr,  MacdonaJd,  Me- 
Doogall,  McNair,  Maxwell,  May,  John  O.  MiMer,  Soritt 
Milter,  Olds,  Mordeeai  OHver,  Onr,^Paekar,  Jolni  Pesltlaa, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  PoweU,  Preston,  Baady.Reoe, Riebaid- 
son.  Riddle,  Bobbins,  Rowe,  Boflln,  Shamian,  Sbaw, 
Shower,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith.  Geoin  W.  Smytb,  Saodgraas,  Fred- 
erick P.  Stanton,  Biehaid  H.  Siaaian,  Alexander  H.  8M- 
jibeaa,  Straab,  Staan,  Joiia  J.  Tayloc,  Tweed.  VaM,  Van- 
sant, Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsb,  Warren,  Wsstbraok, 
Witte,  Daniel  B.  Wijgbt,  Bendrick  B.  Wright,  and  Zot- 
llcnfler— 113. 

NAYS— Mesara.  BaN,  BMks,  Baleber,  BeoaeU.  Ben- 
aon,  Banton,  Bugg,  CampbeU,  Carpantac,  Cbaadler,  Croek- 
er,  Cullom,  CurUs,  Thomas  Davis,  Dean  De  Witt, Dicfc, 
Dickinson,  Drum,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Bdmands,  Tbooas 
D.  Eliot,  EllleOB,  Bdietidge,  Kvetbait,  Farley,  f^laa, 
Flagler,  Paller,  GaaaUe,  Giddtaas,  Oaodrteb,  Gmw, 
Aaron  Harlan,  Aadrsw  J.  Harlan,  Harrison, Haslingi,  He- 
ven,  Hiester,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Jones,  Kft- 
tredge,  Knox,  Lindsley,  Lyon,  McCallecb,  Mace,  Mane- 
son,  Mayall,  Meaetaem.  Middleawanh,  MUlaon, Mama,- 
Morrison,  Murray,  Nlcbois;  NoMa,  Nunon,  Andrew  OHmt, 
Parker,  Peek,  Peckham,  Peaaingion,Bialiap  Perkiaa,  Piait, 
Pringle,  Pnryear,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas  Ritcbey,  SoMia, 
Russell,  Sabln,  Sage,  Sapp,  Seymour,  Simatons,  Skeliea, 
Gerrit  Smith,  Reaior  L.  Stavena,  Bnanoa.  Andrew  StaaB, 
-        -    -  -lei  O.  Tayr      —  


John  L.  Taylor,  Natlianlel 


aylor,  Tbnrssott,  Traej, 


jutia  sj.  f  Bynir,  ivbuhuiicj  w.  sarivr,  sumsson,  «!■■/, 
Trout,  Upbam,  Wade,  WaHey,  Rlllbu  B.  Wasbburaa,  Is- 
rael Washburn,  Wells,  John  Wenlwortb,  Tappan  Weat- 
wortb,  Wheeler,  and  Tales— 100. 

8o  the  bill  was  passed. 

[The  announcement  of  the  rote  waa  received 
with  prolonged  clapping  of  hands  and  hiathigs, 
both  in  the  House  and  galleries,  and  cries  <tf 
"Order!"  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  UnleM  order  is  preMrred, 
the  Chair  will  order  the  galleries  to  b«  cleared. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Miehigan,  (hi  his  Mat.) 
The  trouble  is  not  in  the  galleries. 

Pending  the  vote, 

Mr.  BROOKS  said:  I  desir«  to  state, M  a  nat- 
ter of  courtesy,  that  my  colTtagne,  Mr;  Ansa, 
many  days  sgo,  paired  off  with  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  called  nome  by  sickness  in  his  femityt 
Referring  to  Mr.  A  ppleton.)  But  for  that,  bad 
my  colleague  been  here,  ha  would  hate  given  llM 
bill  hia  warm  and  cordial  itappoK. 
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Mr.  WENTMTORTH,  of  lllinoia.Miid:  I  am 
tequMtcd  by  my  colleague,  Mr.  Biiseli,  to  state 
that  sickness  alone  has  detained  him  from  being 
here  to  ^ive  hie  vote  againil  the  final  passage  ot 
litis  bill  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.CARUTHERSwid:  The  House  will  in- 
4ulee  me  again  in  stating,  that  I  hsTC  paired  off 
with  Air.  Chase,  who  would  have  voted  agtunst 
this  biUi  and,  bat  for  that,  I  should  hav«  voted 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana,  said:  My  colleague 
[Mr.  Chambeklain]  is  now  detained  from  the 
House  by  sickness  in  his  family.  He  proposed 
to  me  to  pair  off  with  him.  1  told  him  1  would 
pair  off  with  him  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill, 
tf  it  should  so  happen  that  his  vote  would  defeat 
the  bill.  But  from  the  votes  which  have  been 
taken,  I  became  satisfied  that  the  bill  would  pass; 
•ad  1  have  accordingly  availed  myself  of  the  priv- 
ilege of  putting  myself  upon  the  record. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vale  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the 
notion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  demand 
tha  ysas  and  nays  upon  that  motion. 

(OriM  of  "Uh,  no  I"  "Mo I"  aU  over  the 
Hall.] 

Mr.  HIESTER.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  th«  yeas 
•Dd  nay*. 

Tallers  wsre  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  of 
Tean«ss««,aDd  Davis,  of  Indiana,  were  appointed. 
The  House  was  then  dividsd  upon  the  demand 
for  the  ^eas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  thirty-seven,  (not  a  sufficient  number.) 
So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  pcused  upon  the  table;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
Iks  title  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  (  demand  the  previous 
qaestioo  upon  agreeim;  to  the  title  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FENTON.    Task  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  to  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment. 
iCrieaof  "No!"  "No!"]  i 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  decline  to  withdraw  it. 
The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
Bain  question  orcfered  to  ba  now  put. 
The  title  was  then  reported,  as  follows: 
A  bill  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  title  was 
■greed  to. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  * 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  rise  to  a  privileged  mo- 
tion. 

•  Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  vote 
last  takso,  bjr  which  the  title  of  the  bill  was  agre^ 
to,  b«  Tseonndcred,  and  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  think  I  have  the  floor 
won  a  privileged  motion.  I  move  that  when  this 
Bouse  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednes- 
day aezu 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  that  the  House  has  decided  otherwise. 
The  SPEAKER.    Under  the  decision  of  the 
•  House  in  a  former  part  of  the  day  the  Chair  de- 
aides  the  notion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     With  aU  respect  for  the 
Chair,  I  must  take  an  appeal  from  that  decision. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
jukvs  upon  theappeal. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  privilege  question.  I 
move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  title  of 
the  bill  was  adopted,  and  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  will  remember  that  the  motion  to  adjourn 
Bust  take  precedence  of  his  raotioiv. 

Mr.  ORR.    But  the  question  is  not  upon  ths 
notion  to  adjourn. 
The  SPEAKER.    That  is  the  motion. 
Mr.  ORR.    I  thought  it  was  upon  the  appeal 
from  the  decisioi;  of  the  Chair  taken  \>y  Uie 
^ntlcman  from  Virginia. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  true;  but  the  appeal 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  connected  with, 
and  directly  affecta,  that  motion.  The  Chair  there- 
fore decides  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  v'U 
take  precedence  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
ISouth  Carolina. 


A  MEMBEa.  Will  the  Chair  state  precisely 
what  is  the  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentlema^from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sage]  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Letcher]  moved  that  when  the  House  adjourns, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next.  The 
Chair  decided  that  motion  to  be  out  of  order  un- 
der the  instructions  of  the  House.  From  that 
decieioh  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia  takes  an 
appeal;  and  the  qaeetion  is,  "  Shallthe  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?" 
'  Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  to  lay  theappeal  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  withdraw  the  motion  that 
the  appeal  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  "Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House?" and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  99,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meun.  Abercrombie,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  WilUi 
Allen,  A>be,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Barkidale, 
Bany,  Bococt,  fioyce,  Ureckinridfe,  Bridgea,  Brooka, 
Caskie,  Cbaaiain,  Chiiaman,  Cliurcbweil,  Clark,  CMncman, 
Cobb,  Cojqnin,  Cox,  Craige,  CummiDg,  Jolin  G.  Davia, 
Oawaon,  Dowdeli,  Uunbar,  Eddy,  Ednondaon,  John  H. 
ElliMi,  Faulknacf  Florenee,  Ooode,  Graea,  Greenwood, 
Orey,  llsniiltoo,  Sampaott  W.  Harris,  Hendricka,  Henn, 
Hlbbard:  Hill,  HUlyer,  Houalon,  IngeraoU,  J.  Glancy  Jonea, 
Roland  Jonea,  Kein,  Kerr,  KIdwell,  Kuru,  L<i|nb,  Laihaoi,  ' 
Lilly,  Llndley,  Macdonald,  McDoutall,  Maxwell,  May, 
Jobn  G.  Miller,  Smilh  Miller,  Noble,  Motdecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Pseker,  Jdin  Perkioa,  Phelpa,  Phillipa,  Powell,  Pratt, 
Prealon,  Ricbtrdaon,  Riddle,  BobMna,  Rowe,  Ruflin,  Sban- 
nan,  Sbaw,  Shower,  Singleion,  Samuel  A.  Snitb,  Williara 
Smith,  Qeorgr  W.  Suiylb,  Frederick  P.  Slsaloa,  Alexander 
H.  Slepbena,  Stnaib,  DavidStuan,  Jobn  J.  Taylor,  Tweed, 
Van,  Vanaant,  Wdbridje,  Walker,  Walab,  Westbrook, 
Wine,  Rendrick  B.  Wrigbt,  and  Zolllcofl°er— 99. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Ball,  Banka,  Bennett,  Benaon,  Oamp- 
beli,  -CartKBter,  Chandler,  Cracker,  Cnllom,  CutilDf, 
Tbomaa  Davia,  Oesn,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Dickinaon,  Drum, 
Eaatman,  Edgerton,  Edmanda,  Tbomaa  D.  Eliot,  Elliaon, 
Elbaridge,  Everbsft,  Farlejc,  FeaMa,  Flailer.  Gamble, 
Oeodricii,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Barfao,  Wiley 
P.  Barria,  Jaalinn,  Haven,  Hieater,  Howe,  Hagbea.Hunt, 
Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Kiliredge,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lindaley,  Mo- 
Culkieh,  Maueaon,  Mayall,  Meaeham,  UiddlaawsMb, 
Millaon,  Morgan,'  Murray,  Nlchola,  Norton,  Parker,  Pen- 
nington, Pringle,  Piuyear,  Rogers,  Ruaaell,  Sabin,  Sage, 
Sapp,  Seymour,  SiaimoDL^Skellon,  Andrew  Slaan,  John 
L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tbnraton,  Tracy,  Trout, 
ypbamJValley.Ellihu  B.  Waahbume,  laiaet  VTaahbarn, 
Wella,  Tappan  Wentwonh,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  Wright, 
an4Yalaa-«0. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on  the 
motion  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr  HAMILTON.  L«t  us  first  dispose  of  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  title 
was  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  motion  psnding 
except  that  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON..  I  appeal  Ia  bt  m1- 
league  [Mr.  Washbobhb]  to  withdraw  hie  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  so  that  we  may  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  title  was  adopted,  and 
that  that  motion  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  do  not  think  that  the  bill  Will 
spoil  if  left  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  qaestioo  was  taken;  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  title  of  the  bill  was  adopted  be  recon- 
sidered, and  that  that  motion  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  wasVgreed  to. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  f  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  quaMion  was  taken;  and  ths  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Thereupon  the  House  acyoumed  (afhalf  past 
eleven  o'clock,  p.  m.)  until  to-mocrow  at  twelve  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
Mo>n>AT,Jiray93,1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milborh. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  Was  reafi  and  approved. 

RESIGITATIOIT  OF  MR.  KVERBTT. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  temjNire  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Edward  ^terett, 
informing  the  Senate  that  he  had  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  Senate,  to  take  effect  the  1st  of  June  next; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATrON.  ' 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpon  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  expediency  of  promptly  completing  the  forti- 
fications at  the  TortugaJs  and  Key  West;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,jmd  be  printed. 

PSTITtONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  WADE  submitted  additional  documents 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Joshua 
Chamberlain;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Guilford,  Connecticut,  praying  a 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  04Ee« 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  present  the  memorial  of  MarjT 
Reeside,  widow  and  executrix  of  James  Reestde, 
praying  the  payment  of  ajudgment  in  his  favor  iu 
a  suit  instituted  against  him  by  the  United  States. 
The  memorialist  sets  forth  that  ten  or  twelve  yean 
ago  a  suit  was  inatituted  by  the  United  Stetsa 
againit  her  husband  in  his  lifetime,  for  allc(;e4 
balances  existing  against  him  due  on  his  accounts 
with  the  Post  Oflica  Department,  he  being  aa 
extensive  mail  contractor  in  the  Stete  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  other  Slates.  Owing  to  tha  loss  of 
some  of  the  records  of  the  Department,  an  uncer- 
tainty prevailed  as  to  the  real  stete  of  the  aecountst 
and  with  his  own  consent,  as  well  as  in  aceordanea 
with  the  views  of  tha  chief  of  the  Department,  • 
suit  was  instituted  against  him  to  try  the  fact  in 
the  usual  form.  It  was  instituted  in  the  eireoit 
court  of  ths  United  Sutes  for.tbe  eastern  district 
of  Pennsylvania;  and  after  a  ver^  Uborioos  and 
careful  examination — extending,  it  is  alleged,  I 
believe,  throogh'six  weeks,  or  two  moniu  p«r> 
haps— the  eauae  was  decided.  The  jury  gave  * 
verdict  of  over  1180,000  in  favor  of  the  defendant, 
and  against  the  United  States.  A  writ  of  error 
was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stetes  by  direction  dc  the  Govcmmeat.  That  was 
dismissed.  More  than  five  years  havs  .  now 
elapsed  since  tha  judgment  became  final,  and  no 
part  of  it  ha^  yet  been  paid.  I  am  not  aure  what 
comnuttee  I  should  move  to  refer  this  to,  but  it 
strikes  me  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is 
the  proper  one.  The  question  involved  is  one  of 
law — as  to  whether  or  not  the  party  should  b« 
paid  by  the  Government.  I  move  iu  reference  t»- 
that  coBimittee. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  memorial  of  tha 
Union  Canal  Company,  of  Pennsylvania,  prayinf 
a  grant  of  public  land  to  aid  in  the  coinpleuon  ot 
their  canal;  which  was  referred  to  the  C^mmittae 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Hinesburg,  Vermont,  praymg  a  redaction  of  ths 
rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  OIBce  aad  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  ths  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Gookin,  praying  to  be  allowed  tha 
commutetion  due  him  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  revo- 
lutionary army;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Jdieph  Boyn- 
ton,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  commutetion  due 
him  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary  army; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  RevolQ-    * 
tionary  Claims. 

Also, a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,ill 
relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Stete  against  the  Uni- 
ted Stetes,  for  lands  teken  and  required  to  satisAr 
claimante  under  the  treaty  of  Wasnington ;  whiea 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AlaO{  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maina, 
in  relation  to  certein  proposed  modifications  of  tha 
navigation  laws  of  the  United  Stetes,  allowances 
of  fishing  bounties,  and  reciprocal  trade  with  the 
British  North  American  colonies;  which  wars 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  teble,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine, 
in  relation  to  French  spoliations;  which  were  ot^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  teble,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maitt^. 
in  relation  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  Unitai 
Stetes;  which  were  ordfered  to  lie  on  theteUe,  and 
be  printed. 

I  lAlso,  resolutions  of  the  Legishtore  of  Maine, 
in  favor  of  abolishing  the  spirit  ration  in  the 
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Mary,  «nd  «ibatituUng  an  allowance  of  money  in 
fleu  thereof;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naral  Afikin,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also.reaolutionsoftheLegislatureof  Maine,  in 
favor  of  cheap  ocean  postage;  which  were  le- 
ferred  to  thi  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poet  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  two  petition*  of  inhab- 
kanta  of  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  praying  the  re- 
duction of  the  rales  of  ocean  postage;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BROPHEAD  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  professing  the  Jewish 
teligion,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
secure  to  American  citizens  of  every  religious 
creed,  while  traveling  in  foreign  countries,  the 
lights  of  religious  worship;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
,  Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  petition  of 
James  A.  Peden  and  other  members  of  the  Florida 
Imt,  asking  for  an  additional  regular  urm  of  the 
distriet  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida, 
and  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  appeals 
tirom  the  decisions  of  the  dis4rict  court  in  admi- 
lalty ;  wkich  waa  reiStrrsd  to  the  Committee  on  the 
jBaiciary. 

Mr.  SAODHEAD  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
Itabitants  of  Coneautville,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
fi  reduction  of  Ihs  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which 
|ras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
Itnd  Post  Roods. 

Mr.  SUMNER  prsssated  a  petitioo  of  the  La- 
dies' anti-Slavery  Society  of  York  county,  Maine, 
refaonstratiiig  against  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
tosspromissi  wnieli  vsa  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  proceed- 
iags  of  a  meemig  of  ciliseas  of  Washington  coun- 
tf,  Iowa,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  public  lands  to 
•Ml  in  <Im  eoostntetion  of  ths  Philadelphia,  Fort 
Wayna,  and  Platte  river  airline  raihroad;  whioh 
Was  r«ferr<d  to  die  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Hir.  CHASE  presented  »  petition  of  inhabit- 
Mts  of  MansfteM,  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  of  the 
tateaof  oeean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
CoMmhtee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  P(]st  Roads. 

Mr.  StIIBLDS  presented  the  petition  of  Rachel 
JtfcMitlan,  widow  of  Robert  McMillan,  late  a 
•urgeon  in  the  United  Slates  Army,  praying  a 
tension ;  which  was  referred  tb  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  memorial  of  William 
Wells  and  others,  tnembers  of  Captain  Gee's 
company  of  Atabttma  mounted  volunteers,  pray- 
ing the  reimbursement  of  losses  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sale,  by  the  Oovernment,  at  re- 
duced prices,  of  their  horses  and  furniture,  for 
which  tnn(iportation  to  the  United  States  was 
ireftised  after  their  service  in  Mexico;  Which  waa 
Mtmi  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

RIPORT8  ntOM  8TAHOIN6  COMMITTfiKS. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Aericul- 
tare,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Shenandoah  county,  Virginia,  in  relation  to 
'the  cultivation  of  the  Irish  potato,  submitted  an 
adverse  renort  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.  

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
.Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Boyd,  reported  it  back  without 
^endment,  and  submitted  an  adverse  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  A. 
Copley,  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  submitted  an 
'adveree  report  Ihereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
pnoied. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  aathorizeT.  H.  McManus 
.to  enter,  by  preemption,  certain  lands  in '  the 
JQreensburg  land  district,  Louisiana,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to 
bej>rtnled. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affiurs,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of 
O.  M.  Woaeneraft,  late  Indian  axent,  in  reply  to 
«w<*ip  aharges  a^iost  bim,  and  documents  in 
VeletioB  to  the  claim  of  .J.  C.  Edwards  for  the 
payment  of  a  draft  drawn  by  O.  W.  Barbour,  In- 
dian agent  in  California,  asked  to  be  discharg^ 
iirom  the  furtJter  consideration  thereof;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 


MARIRK  HOSPITAL^ 

Mr.  CHASE  eubmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which^as  considered  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent,  and  agreed  to: 

RaalMd.  Tbst  tb*  Committm  on  Commerce  be  inilrtlcted 
to  iiujuire  Inlo  ihe  expfdienoy  of  pmvtdiiif  a  mwlae  Ihm- 
pltal  St  Clocionatl,  lo  the  State  of  Ohio. 

C0A8T-SDRVGT  SERVICE. 

Mr.  STUART  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  waa  considered  by  unanimoua  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Rttlnd,  TltBi  tbe  Cbmmiltee  on  Commeice  be  initmeied 
lo  inquire  into  the  neceMiiy  of  sn  appropriation  for  con- 
Mrociliig  r  new  uesm  vsMel  Ibr  Ibe  eoaav^nrvej  service 
in  the  upper  lakes. 

RAMSAT  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  offer,  and  ask  for 
the  present  consideration  of,  the  following  resolu- 
tion; 

Rfohed,  That,  in  sddllion  lo  tbedoeuinenls  in  the  cue 
of  Alexander  Rainsay,  late  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
MliineMU,  ordered  to  tie  printed  on  tbe  Mil  loMaot,  all  the 
papers  on  Ale,  as  well  sa  Ibe  cofTe«pondener  between  the 
comroiwionera  and  the  Pint  Cempuoiler,  be  printed  with 
ExecuUve  Document  No.  01  of  the  present  MHion. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  know  whether  Ihe 
resolution  embraces  tbe  reply  of  Qovernor  Ri^msay 
himself  to  the  report  of  the  commissioner^? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  is  intended  to  embrace 
tbe  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  previoue  to  the  reference  of  the  queetion 
to  commissioners;  and  also  the  correspondence 
between  the  commissioners  and  the  Comptroller, 
relative  to  the  conetruction  of  Ohe  sub-treasury 
law. 

Mr.  HUI^ER.  As  the  resolution  Is  leading 
to  debate,  I  hope  it  will  be  laid  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being  made,  the 
resolution  cannot  now  be  considered. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 
Mr.  CHASE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish  the  franking 
privilege,  and  lo  provide  for  the  distribution  of 
public  documents. 

H0U8E  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  a  register  lo  be  issued  to  the  steamer  Ei 
Paraguay  by  a  new  name,  was  read  a  first  and 
aecond  lime  by  its  title;  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

RESOLUTIONS  OP  CONNECTICUT. 
Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  President,  a  aeriea  of  reso- 
lutions have  been  transmitted  to  me,  which  have 
been  ^-assed  by  the  Oenerol  Assembly  of  my  Slate, 
on  the  subject  of  the  measure  now  pending  before 
Congress,  proposing  to  repeal  tbe  Missouri  eom^ 

firomise,  with  a  request  that  I  should  hiy  the  raso- 
utions  bsfors  die  Senate.  1  ask  that  diey  may 
be  read. 

Tbe  resoludons  were  read. 

They  set  forth  that  the  form  of  tbe  probibitioa 
of  slavery  in  th*  act  of  1890,  as  well  as  its  incor- 
poration in  an  act  designed  to  be  irrepeaJable, 
pledged  tl»  public  faith  to  the  whole  extent  of  die 
power  of  Congress  against  any  repeal  of  ths  pro- 
nibition  thos  enacted;  and  that  the  people  of  Con- 
necticut have  relied  upon  tbe  perpetuity  of  that 
enaament.  They  protest  against  the  proposed 
repeal  of  tbe  prohibiHon  of  slavery  in  the  aet  of 
1^,  as  a  violation  of  national  faith,  as  destruct- 
ive of  mut«al  confidence  between  the  Suies  of  tbe 
Union,  as  exposing  the  Union  itself  to  imminent 
peril,  and  as  inconsistent  with  the  fundamental 
principles  of  national  justice.  They  declare  dieir 
fixed  purpose  never  to  coneent  lo  tbe  legal  or  actual 
admissioa  of  alavery  into  the  Territory  firom  wbich 
it  was  excluded  by  the  act  of  1820,  or  of  the  ai^ 
mission  of  slavdiolding  Slates  from  any  portion 
of  that  Territory. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hope  that  those  resolutions,  when 
put  into  plain  English,  do  not  mean  another  Hart- 
ford Convention. 

Mr.  WELLBR.  They  com*  preUy  near  it,  I 
think. 

Mr.SMITH.  Mr.  President,  I  apprehend  there 
is  nothing  in  tbe  reeolutions  that  calls  for  the  re- 
mark which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan 
has  seen  fit  to  make  to  the  Senate.  But  whether 
the  resolutions  mean  another  Hartford  Convention 
or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  and  the  honorable 
Senator  may  rely  upon  it,  that  these  resolutions 
express  tbe  senltments  of  the  people  of  the  Slatt  of 


Connecucnt  by  an  overwhelming  majority;  and 
I  tell  the  honorable  Senator  further,  that  they  ex- 
press the  eentimenle  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  State  of  Conncetieot. 
They  passed  Ihe  Senate  of  our  State  with  only 
one  vole  in  the  negative,  and  there  were,  I  believe, 
only  some  forty  or  fifty  negative  votes  in  the  other 
Houee. 

The  honorable  Senator  may,  if  he  pleasee,  et^ 
matize  the  senuments  contained  in  these  resola- 
lions,  as  eentimenle  emanating  from  a  Hanfbrd 
Convention.  They  are  tbe  sentiments  of  the  free- 
men  of  Connecticut,  and  I  believe  they  will  torn 
out  to  be  the  sentiments  of  en  overwhelming  m»- 
jority  of  the  people  of  Michigan. 

I  make  tbe  usual  motion,  that  these  rcsoi«lio(i« 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed  for  the  uae  of  lb* 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  They  will  b*  prnited  •• 
a  matter  of  coarse,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  hsard  all  this 
kind  of  denonciation  forty  years  ago,  and  with  at 
much  violence  and  emphasis  as  can  be  u«ed  hew, 
and  I  heard  the  Hartford  Convention  defended  as 
a  rightful  act.  That  to  which  I  wished  to  eaO 
attention  was  a  declaration -in  tbeee  reMhilioBS 
that  they  would  not  submit  to  the  hiw  of  tbe  land 
when  passsd;  and  thinkinj^  I  perceived  sometking 
of  that  eort  in  the  resolutione,  I  waa  impelled  M 
ask  whether  there  was  to  be  a  new  Hartwrd  Con- 
vention. As  to  whatthe  honorable Benater  hoot 
Connecticut  aays  in  drapeet  to  the  feelings  of  • 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  ConneeucM^ 
I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  have  no  right  to  eo^ 
tradict  him;  but  I  know  and  I  trust  my  eo-«sso> 
dates  in  the  Senate  know  that  if  a  law  be  passed 
under  this  Government,  which  is  cewstitatioaal— 
and  I  trust  we  assume  to  pass  no  other — the  pso* 

rle  of  the  Suite  of  Connecticut  will  submit  to  h. 
look  to  no  other  slate  of  things. 

Widi  respect  to  the  opinion  of  tbe  people  of  ny 
own  Smie,  I  thank  the  honorable  Senator  for  being 
sentinel  there;  bnt  I  believe  I  know  their  opimon  a* 
well  as  he  docs.  I  believe  the  people  of  the  Stat* 
of  Michigan  will  austain  theirrepreeenUtti  ves,  whsM 
those  repreeenlatives  carry  through  a  great  con- 
stitutional principle,  which  securee  to  Amsrioaa 
citizens  wherever  they  are  the  rieht  of  telf-gavern- 
ment.  Allow  me  here  to  mention  a  eiagle  cir» 
cumstanee.  This  principle  of  self-government  has 
been  reproached,  and  I  do  not  know  but  that  ths 
reproach  has  been  cast  on  me  for  using  the  tenet 
"  squauer  sovereignty  "  as  applied  to  it.  That 
waa  no  term  of  mine,  although  the  Senator  fhmt 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Bim.cB]  supposed  it  wa*. 
It  waa  Ihe  term  used  by  his  eminent  and  deceased 
colleague  [Mr.  Calhdun]  aa  a  term  of  reproach, 
cast  upon  thoss  who  put  forward  the  doctnne  that 
you  snould  bring  Canfomia  into  tbe  Unian  upon 
ihe  principle  of  ue  right  of  men  to  goveni  them* 
eelvee.  That  was  tbe  ground  wbiei  1  took,  and 
which  others  took. 

I  maintained, also, that  not  bavin^provMedagov*' 
emment  for  the  people  of  CaHlbmia  far  two  yMOK 
they  were  entided,  by  all  tbe  lawa  of  God  and 
man,  lo  govern  themadvea.  That  we  called  tbe  right 
of  eelf  government,  and  there  was  Ihe  »ri^  of  tha 
phrase.  Of  coarse  I  mean  adf-govermncnt  iHibtH 
the  prindples  of  the  Conetitution.  That  waa  aO 
we  maintained;  that  is  what  we  maintain  naw.  I  • 
believe  tbe  American  people  will  forever  Mand  op 
for  that  principle  which  carried  their  fliihers 
through  the  Revolution,  and  has  given  them  th» 
most  bleeaed  government  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Preeident,  I  teave  the  Sen- 
ate lo  decide  who  it  is  that  has  eomntenccd  detran- 
ciation  on  thie  subject.  Did  not  ths  honomUb 
Senator  firom  Michigan  rise  in  his  phee  and  rt^ 
matize  theeeresolutions  as  emanating fromaspfant 
which  he  supposes  to  have  been  an  onpatrfotieaiid 
an  odious  spirit,  the  spirit  of  tbe  Hartmrd  CoaTea* 
tion?  Sir,  whether  rightiir  wrong,  1  do  not  hesi 
tate  to  say  that  these  rcsolotions  contain  the  apin- 
ions  and  sentiments  of  an  overwfadmio^  laajairil^ 
of  the  people  of  the  Slate  of  ComM^MM  af  idl 
parties,  f  should  do  injustice  to  tbe  Demooratie 
party  of  that  State,  if  I  did  not  say  that  they  ai^ 
utterly  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  eoat- 
promise;  and  in  this  particular  (hey  have  beeo 
most  faithfully  and  ably  repreeented  in  the  ethar 
wing  of  this  Capitol,  the  whole  delegation  h*img 
Ctmocratic,  and  three  of  the  membere  from  tha 
State  voting  in  opposition  to  this  measare,  aad 
but  one  in  its  fiivor.    It  iU  bscaiaa  dwt  Scaator, 
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tknit  to  riM  in  his  phtee  and  (t^oMUBe  his  awa 

Eolitical  friends  in  Connecticut  u  being  astmued 
J  views,  and  entertaining  senliinents correspond- 
ing with  those  which  are  lupposed  to  have  been 
•niarlained  by  the  members  of  the  Hartford  Coo- 
Tention. 

Bat  I  sbottid  like  to  aak  the  hononbl*  Senator 
whether  he  has  at' alt  timea  maintained  the  ground 
which  he  now  assumes  ont)usiabjcct,and  which 
he  haa  endeavored  to  nmifttain,  I  admit,  witlTs 
^reat  deal  of  ability  i  It  so  happened  that  1  trav* 
ded  with  the  honorable  Senator  in  the  railroad 
ears -at  the  close  of  the  session  of  18^6,  after  Ihs 
"Wilmot  proviso,  as  it  is  called,  had  beea  intro- 
duced into  the  Hovae  of  Repreaenlativca,  and 
with  my  own  ears  1  heard  the  honorable  Senator 
say,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  John  Davis  he 
would  have  voted  for  the  Wiimot  proviso.  He 
■ot  only  said  so,  but  he  proclaimed  it  again  and 
again.  Was  that  an  emanation  of  the  ipiritof  the 
Hartford  Convention,  when  the  honorableSenaior 
said  publicly,  throughout  the  North,  that  if  it  had 
Boi  been  for  John  Ctatvis,  svenr  Senator  from  the 
free  Stales  would  have  voted  ior  the  Wilnot  pro- 
Tisof  It  is  notorioQs  that  the  honorable  Scnalor, 
in  the  northern  country,  avowed  himself  in  favor 
•f  that  propoeilian;  but,  for  some  reason  or 
Mber,  he  saw  fit  to  change  his  views  upon  ths 
•ubjeet.  I  am  not  about  to  reproach  him  with 
inconsiateney;  but  when  1  introduee  respectful 
lesoluiions,  which  have  been  passed  by  tlie  Le- 
gislatare  of  my  State,  sustained  by  all  parties, 
and  adopted  by  a .  very  largs  and  overpowering 
Toie,  1  will  not  sit  here  quietly  and  hear  the  hon- 
orable Senator  stigmatize  the  people  of  my  State, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  he  himadf  was  for 
Itl*  Wiimot  proviso  originally,  and  woold  havs 
voted  foMt,  if  he  had  had  an  opportunity  to  do  ao 
when  it  Ma  first  introduced  to  the  oonsideraUoB 
of  the  Senate.  1  knew  very  well  the  ground 
which  the  honorable  Senator  haa  since  taken,  and 
I  know  very  wdl  that  he  has  changed  his  views. 
This  is  a  freeeountry,aBd  he  has  a  right  to  change 
his  opinions;  but  he  must  pardon  the  people  of 
Oonneetieut  if  they  have  a  little  more  atabtutyon 
this  and  other  questions  than  the  hoqorable  Seoo- 
ator  himadf  has.  He  moat  pardon  them  if  they 
"have  not  whiffled  quite  aa  much — if  they  have  not 
been  aomethnes  for,  and  sometimes,  against)  ths 
Wiimot  proviao.  Sir,  they  are  a  people  who  are 
ia  the  habit  of  adhering  with  fivnioess  to  their 
i^ininns  when  once  formed  aad  once  expresnd. 

I  did  not  expect  to  be  dmwn  into  a  controversy 
On  this  or' any  other  aqbjeet.  I  presented  those 
NsolMions.  They  are  dnwn  np  in  isapeetfiil 
iwiguafe.  They  do  not  assail  the  motives  of  hon- 
orable Senators.  They  make  no  attack  npon  the 
•sotives  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  filiohigBn, 
alihoogh  he  was  one  day  for  the  Wiimot  proviso, 
■nd  the  next  day  against  it.  I  do  notcall  inqoev- 
hon  the  patriotism  or  reetitode  of  the  hononible 
Senator,  but  i  will  not  stand  here  in  siienoe,  and 
hear  the  motives  of  the  LegitJanire  of  my  State, 
hr  of  thepcople  of  that  State,  impeached.  I  came 
back  here  to  eeeapy  my  seat  for  three  brief  daya, 
wid  I  expected  to  be  permitted  to  occupy  it  with- 
«at  being  drawn  into  a  eoMroversy  on  thia  or  any 
vthcr  BUhjeet;  bat  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  flrom 
Michigan,  that  I  am  ready  for  a  centroveivy  with 
'  itim,  if  he  chooses  to  raise  one  with  nw,  in  regard 
«o  this  or  aiiy  other  otalter. 

The  asniifienis  advanced  in  these  resohitibns 
-•re  the  honest  opimons  oCthe  people  of  my  State. 
They  are  my  honest  opinions,  and  I  will  wain- 
Mn  them  with  proper  ref  pect  for  the  Senator  and 
<fer  the  majority  or  this  body.  I  will  maiutaia 
<nero  as  long  fta  God  snArs  me  to  live. 

Mr.  CAGS.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  I  may  be 
vllowed  to  express  the  hope  that  the  honorable 
Anator  will  be  enabled  to  employ  the  tttt  of  hi* 
three  days  more  predtabiy.    (Laioghter.] 

Mr  position  with  respect  to  the  Wiimot  pro- 
-«iso  1  have  declared  over  and  over  sgoia  (o  tin 
'■cnMs.  It  is  not  a  new  matter;  bat  the  honorable 
4BeAator  thinks  hs  has  firen  mea'*poke,"asitis 
called.  I  poked  myself;  I  have  explamed  ths  wlioie 
inatHrlengiq^.  I  have  statsd  Uiot,  when  the 
Wiimot  proviso  was  first  started,  if  I  had  voted, 
I  ahould  have  voted  in  favor  of  it.  But  then  the 
wihjeethad  not  been  considered  or  discussed.  No 
BMin  had  looked  into  it.  it  seemed  to  be  a  ques- 
tion of  liberty  or  sfarrery  alone.  But  when  the 
•object  came  to  Ue  discussed,  and  the  very  first 
'-      it  was  diiinwwi,  aad  when  i  gave  a  vote 


upon  it,  the  fiiet  vols  was  against  it,  and  it  was* 
vole  by  which  1  hazarded  my  political  station  at 
home,  and  tendered  my  resignation  ky  it.  Sir,  it 
does  not  always  do  to  seek  in  our  own  breaete  for 
the  motives  of  action  of  others.  We  frequently 
do  others  great  injustice  by  doing  so. 

The  poeiiion  of  the  honorable  Senator  is  very 
extraordinary;  I  do  not  underetond  it  at  all.  He 
says  I  at  one  time  would  favor  the  Wiimot 
proviso,  anil  that  I  am  now  denouncing-  the  peo- 
ple of  his  Siaie  for  pursuing  the  same  course.  Not 
at  all.  1  have  not  said  one  word  to-day  in  favor 
of,  or  against  the  Wiimot  proviso.  I  do  not 
denounce  anybody  for  being  in  favor  of  it.  It  is 
a  vision  of  hie  own  imagination.  But  1  object  to 
each  ttareat^as  are  contained  in  this  paper,  for, 
talk  of  it,  and  explain  it,  and  expound  it  aa  you 
please,  there  is  a  threat  in  that  paper.  That  is 
whst  1  wras  talking  of.  It  is  a  threat  that  they 
will  not  submit  to  the  law  of  the  land,  not  that 
they  are  to  give  up  their  opinions,  not  that  they 
are  satisfied  with  their  represenlatives  voting 
i^ai«at%,  but  that,  if  the  meaeure  alluded  to  be 
passed  and  become  the  law  of  the  land,  they  do 
not  mean  to  submit  to  it.  That  Waa  the  point  of 
my  objection. 

1  have  no  objection  to  the  vote  of  the  honorable 
Senator  for  or  against  the  Wiimot  proviso.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  opiniona  of  hie  people  for 
or  against  it.  But  I  do  ooject  to  the  presentation 
of  aueh  a  paper  aa  this  before  the  American  Sen- 
ate, and  thus,  before  the  American  people,  de- 
nouadng  ah  act  of  this  Congress,  or  a  presumed 
act,  and  saying  in  efiect  "  we  do  not  mean  to  sub- 
mit to  it."  Then  I  drew  a  parallel  between  that 
and  another  act,  which  was  denounced — an  act  of 
war.  During  the  progrees  of  the  war  it  was  de- 
nounced. I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  that  matter, 
but  we  know  that  a  convention  waa  bald  during 
that  wax.  The  circumaiancee  are  known  to  the 
whole  country,  and  I  need  not  repeat  them.  I 
will  only  say.  that  I  trust  the  same  spirit  will 
never  wain  appear  in4he  United  States. 

Mr.  iM.lTU.  I  desy  that  there  is  any  threat 
in  thnra  reeolutiens. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    Read  the  third  reeolation. 

Mr.  CASS.  Lm  anybody  judge  of  that  who 
pleases  from  reading  the  reaolutions. 

Mir.  SMITH.  Theresohttiona  have  bsen  read 
already. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Let.th«  third  resolution  be  read 
again. 

Mr.  SMITH-    I  have  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolutions,  as  fbllowv: 

8TATB  OP  CONHSCTICDT,  ) 

Gbkikal  Assbmblt,  Muy  SttMion,  IBM.  ) 
Wber«a«,  a  liill  is  now  pendlnc  in  the  Congress  of  tbe 
Dnilcd  Stsm  for  tbe  orgaiiizauon  of  tbe  T^rritorief  of 
KsaniaM  Nebnaka,  by  wbieb  the  eigbtk  seotinn  of  tbe 
act  preparBtory  to  tbe  adauflsion  of  MiMOurt,  approved 
March  t,  I83U,  is  declared  inoperaitre  and  void : 

Raolvtdhylhit  Otaeral  Autmbly,  Ttaat  ibe  ronn  of  tbe 
prohibiilon  o<  slavery,  in  tbe  act  ot  1810,  aa  well  as  lis  in- 
coipntBilan  in  an  act  designed  to  be  iticpaalaMe,  pledged 
the  pablic  (kiib,  to  iba  whole  extent  of  ibe  power  of  Uon- 
gress  so  to  do,  against  any  repeal  of  tbe  probibition  so 
enacted,  and  dtat  the  people  ofCoonecticnt  have  iherufbre 
relied  upon  the  perpetuity  oftbet  eneeiment,  tMtb  flill  coa 
Udenes  in  tbs  Iniagrily  sad  boonr,  bolb  of  Ike  NaliaBal 
09vernnMol,  andt>r  Iboa*  Siaiea  which  sustain  tbe  insil. 
luUon  of  slavery  witbin  Iheir  own  jurisdicilon. 

Raohtt,  That  in  tbe  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people 
eftbU  State,  we  protesi  against  Sie  propoaad  repeal  of  iha 
Smhifeitlea  oT  aiaveiy  in  the  act  nrepalBlory  la  tbe  adnis- 
aton  orMlsaoucI,  aa  a  violsiion  oftbe  national  faitb,  as  de- 
structive of  mutual  confidence  between  the  Slates  of  ibiB 
Union,  as  exposing  the  Union  itself  to  tmiiiiitent  peril,  and 
se  IneonslsieBt  irith  tbe  Itanilsaiental  priaciplea  sifiiaUonal 


Assoire^,  That  we  daehire  onr  fixed  purpose  npver  to 
consent  to  the  legal  or  actual  admUninn  of  slavery  Into  tbe 
Tprritory  fVoni  which  it  was  excluded  byilM  Sci  of  ItiM,  or 
M  tlie  admMiion  oTslaveholdiBt  States  Ooraaay  portieaer 
tkeaame. 

Rt»htd,  That  tbe  attempt  to  extend  alaveiv  over  a  vast 
region  from  which  it  has  been  by  law  excloded,  with  Ibe 
consent  of  the  sisveholding  Saites,  osgfet  loawiilien  Hie 
peopieoraomiaeileBna  ibe  eggiusalve  cliamelat  ofalavery 
aa  a  polilieal  power,  aad  to  unite  then  ia  dttemined  boa 
tiliiy  to  its  extension,  and  to  its  existence  wherever  it  comes 
constitutionally  wiinln  the  reach  of  Federal  leghilBtlon. 

Raotvtd,  That  this  Oeneral  Assesibly  kereby  decHUes 
iwsif  ready  to  coeperste  with  other  Stales,  in  eay  logal  aad 
eonstilaiieaal  laeemree,  which  the  existing  crisis  vr  its  eon- 
sequences  abati  demand,  for  the  preservation  of  our  Hgbts, 
and  In  defense  ofliberty. 

Itaahni,  That  oar  Sesanrs  In  Congrses  be  Instmcied, 
sad  tbstour  Represenlartvea  be  easneatly  requested  to  op- 
pose, by  all  lawlnl  means,  and  lo  the  last  exuemity,  Ibe 
bill  under  cnnsidc^ration,  with  thcclause  nbrogatinp  the  pro. 
bibhinn  of  slavery  known  as  the  Missouri  cfnnpmfliise. 

AeselMrf,  TbatacopynfihesensoluUonabetransmiiled 
loitaeSeaaUHS  aad  Sapesaeaitalives  of  this  Bute  ia  (be 


Congress  of  the  Uaited  States,  to  be  br  them  laid  befora 
that  body  and  to  tbe  Executives  of  the  several  !*iates  or 
this  Oman.  O.  H.  PBRRT,  Seerstory  afStiite. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  deny  that  there  is  anv  threat 
in  these  resolutions,  or  anything  in  tbe  shape  of 
a  threat. 

Mr.  CASS.  A  threat  that  they  will  not  obey 
the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  SM ITH.  They  say  they  will  not  consent 
to  it.  I  will  not  consent  to  it;  and  1  Say  to  the 
honorable  Senator  that  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  Union,  in  the  northern  Slates, 
are  opposed  to  it;  but  is  that  sayin|;  that  we  are 
going  to  involve  this  country  in  a' civil  war;  that 
we  are  about  to  take  up  arms  against  Congrrss 
and  against  the  Government?  Not  at  all,  air. 
They  will  oppoae  it  politically;  the^r  will  oppose 
it  constitutionally;  they  will  oppose  it  throueh  the 
efforts  of  their  repreaentatives  in  the  two  leases 
of  Congress.  That  is  all  that  there  ia  in  the  reao- 
lution.  There  ia  nothing  in  it  in  the  shape  of  a 
threat. 

The  resoluttona  were  ordered  to  lie  on  (hs  table, 
and  be  priiited. 

IMPROVEMSNT  OF  THK  NAVY. 

Mr.MALLORY.  I  desire  to  aay  to  the  Senats 
that  I  design  at  ths  very  earliest  roomeot  to  call 
up  the  ^ilT  which  was  reported  by  nis  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  a  few  daya  sineos 
for  the  improvetnent  of  the  condition  of  toe  Navy< 
I  have  not  had  that  bill  aetapart  aa  a  special  orders 
for  the  tsaaon  of  its  importance,  and  in  order  that 
the  committee  may  be  able  to  call  it  up  at  on  esu'ly 
day. 

JOHN  FRASSBR. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  While  I  wasobssntfirom  th« 
Senate  seme  days  an;  a  prrraie  bill  was  ia4efi* 
nitdy.  postponed,  which  I  think  wooM  aet  has* 
been  done  if  a  single  word  had  been  said  to  tbs 
Senate  in  explanation.  It  is  a  bill  for  ths  rsHefvf 
John  Fraxer.  It  will  reqaiie  unanimous  ennsent 
to  make  a  motion  to  reeonaider.  The  Senator 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Ci.at]  voted .  in  fcvor  of  iis 
poMponement;  and  if  he  willjBonseattsiaake  th« 
melionv  I  heme  there  will  be  no  ohjeetion  to  it. 

Mr.  OLA Y.  I  voted  for  ths  poMponameati 
end,  at  ths  rSqaeatof  the  Senator  mm  Mains,  f 
make  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  motion  will  be  entered. 

There  waa  no  objection. 

WEST  INDIA  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  I  present  to  the  S«nate  ths 
following  resolution;  and,  as  it  is  One  of  inquiry, 
I  ask  for  its  consideration  now: 

A'>iol«ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be 
instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by 
law,  Rvr  snch  restrietfons  on  the  power  of  American  'con- 
Buls  teaidiog  in  tbe  Spanish  West  India  Islands,  loiasaa 
sea-lsuefs  on  Ibe  Iraasfer  of  AmeVican  vessels  In  itiose 
Islands,  as  will  prevent  tbe  abuse  <»f  the  American  flag  is 
protecting  persons  engaged  in  the  AlHcan  slave-trade. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  agree- 
ing  to  the  resolution. 

M  r.  CLAYTON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  whHe  I  submit  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subjectof  tbisresolution.  Since  the  year  1853 
the  slave  trade  hasfearrully  increased  ia  the  island 
of  Cuba.  Thousands  of  African  negroes  have 
been  brought  from  the  coasl  of  Africa  during  ihe 
last  sixteen  months  and  aoiuegled  into  this  ieland, 
and  the  fact  haa  attracted  ine  attention  of  good 
men  throughout  the  civilized  world.  No  portion 
of  this  Union  is  believed'  to  be  more  decidedly  op- 
posed to  this  inhuman  traffic  than  Ihe  southern 
portion  of  it,  where,  although  men  are  deeply  in^ 
terested  in  the  preservation  of  their  own  peculiar 
institution,  the  abhorrence  of  these  outrages  on 
humanity  hy  ths  African  slave  trade,  exists  as 
atronely  as  it  does  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
world,  and  I  think  I  am  fuUv  justified  in  saying 
that  the  men  of  the  South  will  go  as  far  in  putting 
down  this  inhuman  trailie  in  human  flesh  as  any 
Othera.  Southern  honor'  stands  pledged  to  that 
effect,  and  the  brightestjewel  in  the  ehaplet  of  the 
South  ia  her  honor. .  We  are  ail,  then,  equallyin- 
terested  to  inquire  wbiut  has  been  the  cause  of  ths 
recent  extraordinary  auccesa  of  the  slave  trade  in 
the  laland  of  Cuba?  It  ia  with  regret  that  \mm 
compelled  to  admit  tbe  fact  that  a  jptax  majority 
of  thcae  slaves  have  been  imported  from  the  coasts 
of  Africa  in  vessels  of  American  build,  and  that 
these  veaaels,  navigated  by  erewa  of  American 
sailors,  and  commanded  by  American  captains, 
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hay*  pariici{iated  in  that  trade  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent, and  in  a  manner  which  I  will  now  proceed 
to  explain. 

The  owner  of  an  American  ship  deairine  to  aell 
her  for  a  alaver,  eenda  her  with  a  cargo  to  Havana. 
She  arriTea  there  with  the  understanding  that  the 
is  to  be  sold  and  employed  in  the  slave  trade. 
Some  wealthy  individual  or  joint  slock  company, 
tempted  by  tie  prospect  of  eitormous  profits,  ad- 
vances money  enough  to  purchase  the  vessel,  and 
fit  her  out  for  an  adveniare  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
By  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary 
for  her  new  owner  to  procure  for  her  a  new  register 
upon  her  return  to  this  country,  and  within  three 
days  alter  she  has  arrived  at  a  port  here.  She  is 
generally  purchased  in  the  name  of  the  captain 
who  sails  with  her  to  Havana,  and  who  undertakes 
with  his  employers  to  navigate  her  under  the 
American  flag,  and  with  an  American  crew,  to 
some  port  on  the  African  coast  at  or  south  of  Ele- 
phant Bay,  for  enormous  profits,  proportioned  to 
the  risk  he  incurs,  but  seldom  falling  short  of  five 
Or  six  thousand  dollars.  It  was  not  the  original 
intention  that  she  should  retuin  to  the  United 
States;  but  her  commander,  on  his  arrival  at  Ha- 
vana, deposits  her  papers  with  the  American  con- 
sul, and  obtains,  in  lieu  of  them,  for  theireasel,  a 
consular  eettificate,  called  a  consular  sea  letter. 
With  such  a  certificate,  or,  as  it  is  said,  some- 
times with  the  original  sea  IslUr  with  which  he 
■ailed  from  the  United  States,  the  captain  em- 
barks with  the  very  crew  with  which  he  sailed 
fiom  the  United  States,  under  )the  Auerican  flag, 
bound  for  Galinas,  or  Cabinda,  or  some  other  port 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  where  slaves  can  be  best  pro- 
eared.  He  takes  with  him  another  captain  and 
■Bother  crsw  as  Ma^eogers,  to  cover  his  design, 
■oatposad  geoenilly  of  Portuguese  or  Spaniards, 
with  the  addition  perhaps  of  a  few  American  or 
Eagliih  desperadoes;  and  his  cargo  is  genenUly 
ccMsposed  of  iorina,  beans,  casks  of  water,  and 
■goa  deole,  sweetraeais,  and  boiuds  seemingly 
••■t  withoat  care  on  the  top  of  the  watctacaska, 
bat  in  rcaUiji  all  fitted  and  prepared,  to  make  a 
■lav*  deck  to  Mow  away  the  slaves  on  their  return 
from  Africa  to  the  laland  of  Cuba,  for  which  pur- 
BQsa  this  ■lav*  deck,  it  ia  Htid,  can  ba  oooMructcd 
oy  the  crew  in  less  than  an  hour. 

On  (b*  yayage  from  Havana  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  if  overhauled  by  an  English  cruiser,  he 
points  to  his  American  flog,  and  shows  his  Ameri- 
can papera;  and  when  he  arrives  at  his  port  of  des- 
tination, in  pursuance  of  a  previous  arrangement 
between  those  concerned  in  the  trade  in  Cuba, 
and  their  agents  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  Amerir 
can  colors  are  lowered ,  the  American  captain  and 
the  American  crew  leave  the  vessel  and  go  on 
shore,  or  oo  board  another  vessel  waiting  there  to 
bring  them  back  to  Cuba,  and  the  new  captain 
and  crew,  who  saifed  in  the  slavtr  as  ptMsengegi, 
then  take  charge  of  the  vessel.  If  an  EngliMi  or 
American  cruiser  be  in  sight,  they  receive  timely 
information  by  signals  from  ttie  land,  and  thu^ 
avoiding  capture,  the  vessel  lays  to  within  sight 
of  the  barracoons,  or  slave  pens,  without  taking 
in  sail,  but  merely  lowerii^  her  topsails,  until 
her  human  freight  is,  by  the  immense  barges  or 
boats  prepared  for  the  purpose  on  shore,  put  on 
board  the  vessel.  Thus,  frequently,  nine  hundred 
or  a  thouaatid  afaves  are  shipped  aboard  a  vessel, 
and  tin  is  off  on  her  return  voyage  to  Cuba, 
elddine  all  parsuit  in  less  than  one  hour  after  she 
entered  the  port.  Such  up  adventure  is  commonly 
achievedin  the  night,  but  it  is  also  sometimes  per- 
formed in  broad  daylight.  I  remember  that  white 
engaged  professiooally  in  the  trial  of  an  indict- 
ment in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
■uch  a  violation  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  a  sailor, 
•nd  a  very  intelligent  witness,  swore  that  he  had 
frequently  seen  a  vessel  run  into  the  harbor  ^f 
Cabinda,  send  down  her  topsails  on  the  caps, 
•nd  dear  out  with  nine  hundred  slaves  on  board 
in  half  an  hour. 

A  consular  passport  or  sea  letter,  as  it  is  called, 
is  required  by  our  treaty  with  Spain,  in  which  its 
ebaracter  and  purposes  are  described.  Without 
it  a  voyage  from  Havana  to  the  coast  of  Africa 
tould  not  be  performed,  as  the  vessel  could  not 
elan'  without  it.  Whatever  may  be  its  form,  it  is 
considered  indispensable.  It  is  a  protection  against 
Englieh  as  well  as  Spanish  cruisers.  The  Eng- 
lish understand  that  we  deny  the  right  of  search, 
■nd  when  the  sea  letter  is  produced,  and  appears 
to  be  regukr,  they  permit  tne  slaver  to  proceed  on 


her  voyage  without  beiog  sesrolied,  bat  whao 
our  own  cruisers  overhaula slavsr  they  proceed 
to  search,  and  when  they  find  such  a  eaigo  as  I 
have  described  on  board,  they  seize  the  vessel  sa 
a  prize,  and  send  her  home  for  a  trial.  A*  jion* 
but  our  own  cruisers  can  captor*  her  wliile  siie 
is  in  possession  of  this  sea  letter,  she  may.  make 
nine  voyage*  out  of  ten  to  the  coast  of  Africa  in 
safety,  and  if  she  be  then  captared,  she  has  made 
a  fortune  for  her  owners.  Ho  very  Jong  period 
has  elapsed  since  the  Lady  Suffolk,  the  General 
DeKalb,  the  Silenaa,  and  the  Jasper,  with  many 
other  American,  vessels,  have  been  employed  in 
this  infernal  traffic  in  the  way  I  have  described. 

Sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Qovernment  to  arrest 
this  evil.  Every  senator  will  concur  with  me  in 
that.  But  the  question  ia,  how  can  we  do  it  with- 
out interfering  with  the  interests  of  our  ship-own- 
ers? The  right  to  sell  an  American  ship  in  a 
foreign  market  is  a  very  important  right  to  us.  If 
upon  the  sale  of  a  vessel  in  Cuba,  a  sea  letter  be 
refused  to  the  purchaser,  the  vessel  must  return 
home  for  a  new  register  before  she  can  pificeed  on 
a  foreign  voyage.  To  deprive  her  of  the  sea  letter 
when  engaged  ih  legitimate  commerce,  would  be 
fell  (u  a  great  evil.  But  we  must  either  tolerate 
the  slave  trade  with  Cuba,  and,  in  fact.  Africanize 
Cuba  ourselves,  or  we  must  restrict  the  issuing  of 
these  passports  by  some  meana  which  will  eflfeet- 
ually  prevent  the  American  Sag  from  being  abused 
for  the  protection  of  persons  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade. 

I  see  that  Mr.  Schenek,  our  late  Minister  to 
Brazil,  in  one  of  his  dispatches  to  the  State  De- 
partment, proposed  to  prohibit  the  issuing  of  sea 
letters  for  any  purpose;  but  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  if  an  act  of  Congr***  were  passed,  directing 
the  purchaser  of  an  American  vessel  in  Cuba  to 

S've  bond  with  sureties  in  a  sufficient  sum  that 
e  vessel  should  not  before  her  return  to  the 
United  States  for  a  register  be  employed  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  should  further  provide  tliata  large 
portion,  say  one  half  the  sum  to  be  exacted  for  a 
violaiion  of  the  condition  of  the  bond,  should  be 
given  to  an  informer  who  should  prosecute  the 
slaver  to  conviction,  it  would  peiiiaps  as  ^ect- 
ually  atop  the  traffic  ■■  an  atter  prohibition  of  the 
passport,  while  an  boneat  trader  might  find  it 
more  advantageous  to  give  such  a  bond  to  enable 
him  to  proceed  on  a  foreign  voyage  before  he  re- 
turned home  for  a  new  register.  Other  plans  for 
arresting  the  slave  trade  have  also  been  suggested, 
such  as  the  prohibition  of  all  direct  trade  in  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  between  Cuba  and 
the  coast  of  Africa,  or  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation from  Cuba  in  United  States  vessels  of  cer- 
tain classes  or  specified  articles  of  merchandise 
suited  only  or  principally  to  be  used  in  the  traffic 
for  slaves,  the  employment  of  small  war-staaman 
of  the  class'  called  propellers,  constantly  on  the 
coast  of  Cuba,  and  the  establishment  of  consul- 
ates on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Withoat  the  adop- 
tion of  some  method  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  it  will  not  be  believed  abroad  that  we 
are  sincere  when  we  denounce  it  as  piracy.  All 
these  views  are  proper  for  the  con*ideration  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  but  1  am  not 
disposed  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  them  now. 

Before  I  leave  the  subject  of  the- resolution,  it 
may  b*  well  to  remark  that  American  ships  are 
alwaya  sought  for  in  Havana  for  the  alave  trad*v 
and  command  a  higher  price  when  purchased  Or 
chartered  to  be  used  as  slavers  than  the  vessels  of 
any  other  nation.  Hence  it  is  tlial  our  country- 
men are  more  deeply  implicated  as  participating 
in  this  traffic  than  either  Englishmen  or  French- 
men. W*  iiave  acquired  a  degree  of  skill  in  tite 
eonatruetion  of  *hips  unequaled  by  any  other  na- 
tion. The  ship-builder  naa  enjoyed  ever  since 
the  first  of  January,  1850,  when  the  ac^  of  Parlia- 
ment repealing  the  British  navigation  laws  went 
into  operation,  the  British  market  for  the  sale  of 
American  Vessels  with  the  entire  monopoly  of 
the  American  market.  The  British  act  of  June, 
1S49,  changed  thsdefinition  of  a  British  ship,  not 
rsquiring  her  to  be  of  British  build.  We  have 
declined  to  change  our  navigation  laws  in  this 
regard,  and  still  require  that  an  American  vessel 
s^l  b*  of  American  build.  This  is  a  apeciea  of 
manuActur*  which  has  always  been  protected 
against  foreign  competition,  not  merely  by  pro- 
tecting and  discriminating  duties  but  by  utter  pro- 
hibition, and  yet  I  believe  that  the  American  nav- 
igating and  eommeieial  iaiscest  liaa  ganendiy 
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opp*«*d  til*  latiff  for  the  protection  of  AmericMl 
manufaeturea. 

But  it  is  not  merely  the  superiority  of  the 
American  vessel,  bat  the  superior  charaet«r  of 
the  American  captain*  for  skill,  intrepidity,  and 
daring  in  these  hazardous  enterprises,  that  causes 
them  to  be  employed  at  higher  prices  than  could 
be  obtained  by  olfaera.  The  -abaencc  of  an  effect- 
ive American  naval  force  at  Havana  to  arrest  aa 
American  slaver,  is  also  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  fact  that  an  English  cruiser  of 
some  description  is  almost  always  ready  to  seic* 
a  slaver  proceeding  under  Eif  liui  colors. 

in  eoaneetuMi  with  this  sutyeot,  1  desire  to  malM 
some  remarks  in  regard  to  an  opinicui  which  ha» 
.  been  intintated  by  my  honorable  irienda  from  Loiik> 
sianaand  Florida,  [Mr.  SuoBLxand  Mr.  Mau.a- 
ay.]  Th«y  iiave  both  expressed  the  opinion,  ao4 
it  lias  gone  out  to  the  country,  that  Spain  has  it  i» 
view,  at  this  time,  to  Africanize  Cuba.  When  I 
heard  tli*  speech  of  tb*  honorable  Senator  froaa 
Loaisiana  I  confess  that,  though  differing  from  hiai 
in  his  coadusions,  I  was  strongly  impressed  by  tba 
staiemests  he  made.  I  was  inclioad  to  b*li*T« 
that  wlten  facts  wer*  set  forth  so  earefally  and 
eireamstantiallr  to  prove  it,  there  was  a  diuosi- 
tion  manifested  at  this  time  on  the  part  of  Spaia 
to  emancipate  the  slavas  in  Cuba.  I  was  dispoasd 
also  to  defer  to  the  superior  means  of  iaformatioa. 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  aa  well 
as  that  of  the  Senator  from  Fkwida;  but  1  beg 
leave  to  say  to  those  gantleroen,  who  ai*  new 
prenent,  that,  after  aom*  examination  of  theaob- 
jeet,  I  doubt  the  justice  of  the  coneluaiona  at  which 
they  have  arrivM,and  I  will  venture  to  riveaooi* 
reasons  why  1  entertain  these  doubts.  I  shall  ba 
vary  happy  to  be  converted  by  them,  if  in  errrtPt 
but,  for  the  presen'i,  from  the  mformatian  bsfoa* 
me,  the  only  proof  tliat  exisis  for  an^mericaa 
statesman  to  rely  upon,  shows  that  if  Cuba  is 
about  to  become  AGricaaized,  it  will  \)e  by  o*r 
own  vessels' and  our  own  crswa  importiiig  slave* 
/rom  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  not  by  tb*  Moila  ct 
Spain  or  of  the  Captain  General  of  Caba. 

1  have  seen,  and  I  prcsum*  the  boeoiable  Sena* 
tors  to  whopt  I  have  r*forr*d  bav*  ••eo,  tli*  DimH» 
it  Is  MarvM,  pablisb«d«t  Havana,  of  the  4tban4 
10th  instant,  and  of  tba  19tb  instant.  Tho**  of 
the  4th  and  lOtb-eontain  daereca  of  the  Captain 
General,  the  Marqai»4l*  P*zacla,  which  order  a 
registration  of  all  the  slavss  in  the  ialaad,  and  at 
the  same  tim*  autboriza  the  local  autboritiaa,  or 
police  oflteers  of  tb*  iriand,  to  visit  planlationa 
where  slave  lalmr  is  employed,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  aULvias  liave  been  importad 
into  the  ialuid  in  violation  of  tb*  treatie*  mm  law* 
of  Spain .  The  object,  sir,  proclaioMd  on  the  faea 
of  these  decrees,  misde  under  the  aotbority  of  tb* 
CUi*en,  waa  to  stop  the  slave  trade,  to  onraet  tha 
vary  evil  which  was  brought  upon  Cuba  by  oar 
countrymen,  as  I  bav*  alraady  statsd.  Welirair, 
upon  viaiting  thoae  ealat**  tb*  poUc*  officera,  with 
tb*  registry  in  band  of  every  Have  on  the  piaot»> 
tion,  ascettaioed  that  a  great  many  additions  had 
been  mad*  lo  tbe  number  of  negroes,  and  aatisfied 
tliemaelves  that  the  n*w  oomen  wen  blacks  im> 
ported  from  Afiica,  and  they  were  accordingly 
declared  not  to  be  riaves.  Then,  air,  what  was 
the  duty  of  tl>«  ^aniah  authorities  under  tlkOM 
cireamatajieesJ  WliM  was  tb*  duty  of  the  maa  - 
who  (SontroUsd  tb*  gov*nin«>t  of  tb*  isfamd — his 
duty  to  Gt>d  and  nan  i  Tli*  negr<v  *«*  '<'*■• 
tbcy  never  had  been  alaveai  tbey  had  ben  kid- 
napped, and  brought  to  Cuba  by  the  pirate*. 
They  were  ignoraot,  dfatitata,  and  ntterly  iiiea^ 
pabM  of  maintaining  themaelves.  Tbqr  aid  iMtt 
know  how  to  work  on  piaatalioa*;  they  could  Isilk 
no  vreid  of  English  or  Spaniab;  they  ceuU  notb* 
nndaratood;  ami  in  tliat  wretched  condition  In* 
Spamsb  OovammentinCaba  treated  them  aa  free, 
but  for  tluir  own  preaervation  it  boand  them  •■ 
apprentices  for  one  year,  and  I  think  tliis  ae- 
oMiats  for  tbe  statesMnt  to  which  onsof  theluni- 
orabl*  Senatora  refcmd,  tbat  th*  Captain  Oaneml 
him**lf  took  one  of  tbeae  apprentiea*.  Sorsly,  it 
was  bis  duty  to  do  so,  if    ■  ■ 

Mr.  SLIOELL.  Will  tb*  Suiator  allow  aM 
to  interrupt  him  f 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  In  the  remarks  which  I  mads 
I  did  not  deal  with  the  aUempU  of  the  Caplaio 
General  to  give  liberty  to  persons  thus  recently 
introduced  into  the  island.  I  s&ade  no  comment  oB 
ibo  anbi*Bt  df  tk«  appMUtisaabiptf.tbtM  b«ki0M. 
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Bot  I  did  endeavor  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  Tact  that  Spain  ia  now  encouraging 
the  importation  of  barbarian  Africans,  not  aa 
•laTes,  but  aa  apprentices,  and  adopting  the  aya- 
tem  of  colonization,  which,  if  carried  out,  will  ex- 
ceed in  ita  horrora  anything  which  haa  occurred 
in  (fie  annals  of  the  slave  trade  in  former  years. 
I  showed,  1  think,  by  reference  to  the  instructioTis 
on  the  subject  of  colonization  and  immigration, 
that  they  were  allowed  to  earry  four  persons  to 
the  ton,  somewhat  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one 
of  those  allowed  by  our  law.  But  1  never  ob- 
jected; I  made  no  reference  in  the  way  of  critl- 
eism,  or  commentary,  or  disapprobation  to  the 
attempt  of  the  Captam  Qeneral  to  putan  end  (o  the 
■slave  trade  in  the  Island  of  Cuba;  but  I  have  de- 
nonnced  the  attempt  to  establish  in  another  form, 
and  under  another  name,  a  trade  which  I  thought 
infinitely  more  dangeroua  to  us,  and  quite  as  cruel 
to  the  poor  Africans  themselves,  aa  the  slave 
trade' which  existed  in  former  years.  I  believe  the 
Senator  from  Florida  [Mr.  Mallort]  made  some' 
aUusion  to  the  fact  to  which  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware referred. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  will  reply  to  the  point 
made  by  the  honorable  Senator  directly;  but  I 
wish  first  to  close  my  remarks  in  regard  to  this 
order  of  registration,  authorizing  the  police  to 
ascertain  whether  slaves  had  been  imported  into 
Cuba.  The  honorable  Senator  admits  there  ia 
nothing  wrong  in  that.  I  am  happy  to  heaa  it. 
The  Spanish  authority  has  done  nothing  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  done  on  that  score.  They  have 
obeyed  the  dictates  of  hnmanily  in  regard  to  that 
registration,  and  the  order  for  apprenticing  the 
victims  of  the  slave  trade. 

Then,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  tella  as  that 
the  order  has  been  isrued  for  the  colonization  of 
Cuba,  and  he  thinks  with  African  negroes. 
There,  air,  ia  the  point  upon  which  the  honorable 
Senator  ia  mistaken.  I  have  this  day  seen  the 
order  itself,  the  decree  in  the  DUtrio  de  la  Marina 
of  the  ISth  instant;  it  does  not  propose  to  intro- 
duce African  laborers  into  Cuba,  but  fVee  labor- 
ers, Spaniards,  Chinese,  Coolies,  and  Yucatan 
Indians.  I  am  assured ,  and  I  do  verily  brieve,  that 
nothing  ia  furtherfrom  the  intention  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  at  this  very  time,  than  to  pursue  h 
policy  so  suicidal,  so  destructive  to  her  own  in- 
terests, so  injurious  to  us,  and  so  infamous,  aa 
that  of  attempting  to  Africanize  Cuba  by  means 
"of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves. 

lite  order,  or  decree,  published  by  the  Captain 
General,  I  say  again,  sir,  confines  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  free  laborers  into  Cuba,  contemplated 
by  it,  to  Spaniards,  Chinese,  Coolies,  and  Yuca- 
tan Indians.  Why,  sir,  reflect  for  a  moment— 
amidst  the  din  that  has  been  raised  on  this  sub- 
ject— upon  what  is  the  interest  of  Spain.  She 
IS  not  utterly  insensible  to  her  own  interests.  We 
have  olTerea  her  one  hundred  million  of  dollars 
for  Cuba.  She  owes  eighty  millions  to  England, 
or  rather  to  British  capitalists.  She  must  have 
become  more  philanthropic  than  I  have  ever  heard 
she  was  before,  and  more  willing  to  sacrifice  for 
'  her  philanthropy ,  if  she  is  willing  now  to  try  this 
ezpenment.  If  it  is  to  be  done  for  the  purpose 
of  spiting  us,  it  will  be  the  most  expensive  indul- 
gence of  malice  I  ever  heard  of.  Sir,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  is  poor;  she  cannot  afford  to 
throw  away  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  CnbA 
is  not  onlf*Smportant  to  Spain  on  account  of  the 
rerennea  aocnungftom  it;  but  because  it  furnishes 
the  Spaniards  or  Old  Spain  the  best  market  in 
the  world  fbr  their  wheat.  It  is  for  that  reason, 
amon^  others,  that  you  can  never  moke  an  im- 
pression on  the  Spanish  Cortes  when  you  offer  to 
purchase  the  Island  of  Cuba.  It  is  a  greater  ob- 
Mruetion  in  your  way,  when  you  attempt  to  buy 
Cuba,  that  that  market  for  wheat  exists  there, 
"fllan  the  whole  revenue  derived  ftom  the  istand  by 
the  dueen  and  the  Government. 

A  discriminating  duty,  every  one  knows,amoant- 
iiig  to  ten  dollars  a  barrel,  is  made  in  the  Island 
or  Cuba  in  favor  of  Spanish  flour,  and  not  only 
against  us,  but  everybody  else.  It  is  for  the 
gradficatiott  of  the  Spanish  agriealturiats  that 
such  an  ehormoas  diseriminatSon  is  mad*.  Do 
yon  believe,  sir,  considering  the  deep  interest 
which  these  agrfcQlturists  have  in  the  island,  in 
consequence  of  the  fact  which  I  have  stated,  and 
the  power  which  they  exercise  in  old  Spain,  suffi- 
cient to  crush  any  administration  there,  that  Spain 
intend*,  niereljr  for  the  porpoM  of  gratifying  ker 


malice  towards  us,  to  turn  loose  half*  miHion  of 
brigands  in  the  island,  tb  siMightcr,  lo  bum,  and 
to  destroy  evefythiog  before  them,  and  to  renew 
all  the  horrora  of  Son  Domtngo?  I,  for  my  part, 
cannot  believe  it.  tf  my  henombls  frienUa  wlio 
have  Ventured  this  opinion  cannot  bring  forward 
aometbing  atrooger  than  anything  which  I  i>*ve 
^etseen  introduced,  1  must  lake  leave  to  exprese 
my  dissent,  and  to  say  that  I  believe,  at  this  mo- 
ment, nothing  is  further  from  the  intentions  of  the 
Spanish  Government  than  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  in  Cuba,  which  would  be  attended  with 
the  inevitable  destruction  of  their  island. 

Mr.  President,  these  impressions,  honestly 
entertained,  have  been  now  candidly  and  openly 
expreaacd  to  honorable  Senators  ^are.  I  hold 
myself,  notwithstanding  this  expression  of  opin- 
ion, open  to  conviction,  if  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chamber  will  produce  facu  ta  satisfy 
me  that  such  a  thing  ia  contemplated  by  the  S^n- 
ish  Government  at  this  time;  as  the  utter  ruin  of 
that  island.  I  am  anxious  to  get  all  the  inform- 
ation lAat  can  be  had  on  the  subject,  and  shall 
be  ihankftal  to  any  one  who  will  jonreetany  error 
into  which  1  may  hava  fallen. 

Mr.  WELLETR.  I  ahould  undoubtedly  have 
objected  to  the  introduction  of  this  resolution  this 
morning,  if  1  had  anticipated  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware  contemplated  making  a 
speech.  The  subject,  into  the  di«cussion  of  which 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  has  deemed 
it  proper  to  go  thia  morning,  has  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relation*.  That  Sen- 
ator is  a  member  of  the  committee;  and  be  i* 
aware  of  the  fact  that  a  meeting  has  been  called 
for  to-morrow  for  the  express  purpose  of  pasaing 
upon  the  very  subject  that  he  haa  l>een  debating. 
I  conceive,  therefore,  that  4t  would  have  been 
much  more  proper  for  that  Senator  to  have  waited 
until  the  committee,  of  which  he  ia  a  memt>er,  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  investigating  the  facts,  and 
making  a  report  to  thia  body.  Upon  the  resolu- 
tion being  submitted  l>y  my  friend  from  Louisiana 
[Mr.  StincLL]  the  other  day,  the  Senator  firom 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cbaix]  intimated  a  desire  to  diacusa 
the  queation,  bat  he  waa  prevaitad  upon  to  with- 
hold the  diacaaaion  untu  the  subject  could  be 
properly  brought  before  us  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa.  The  example, 
however,  haa  thia  morning  been  set  by  on*  of  the 
oldest  members  of  that  eommittee,  6f  diacaesing  a 
queation  which  he  propose*  shall  be  investigated 
by  the  eommiuee  in  order  to  get  at  the  fact*. 
Doe*  not  every  Senator  discover  that  the  right 
way  would  have  been  to  have  the  eommittee  fint 
inveatigate  the  questions  iipon  which  h*  and  the 
Senator  fVom  Louisiana  diner?  And  when  the  eom- 
mittee shall  have  submitted  the  facta,  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  enter  upon  the  discussioi^with  an  un- 
derstanding of  ita  merits.  But  the  other  courae 
liaa  been  adopted.  1  know  it  has  been  the  prae- 
tica*  in  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry iperely  for  the  purpose  of  hanging  a  speech 
upon  jt.  That  haa  been  the  practice;  but  1  give 
notice' now  that  I  shall  object  id  that  courae  here- 
after. Iti*,in  m;^  judgment,*  practicethat  would 
be  more  honored  in  th*  breach  than  the  observance 
when  we  have  practical  queation*  to  dispose  of. 
It  wouM  .be  much  better  to  proceed  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  busine**  inMead  of  discosaing 
in  advance  a  queation  that  must  be  investigated 
by  a  standing  committee,  i  appeal,  therefore,  to 
the  Senate  to  atrffer  this  wholo  question  to  go  to 
th*  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and  after 
they  shall  ha V*  mad*  a  report,  we  can  have  a  full 
and  free  interchange  of  opiniona  her*.  But  to  the 
Senator  flrom  Delaware  I  must  be  allowed  to  aay 
that  I  thhik  it  would  ha^e  been  much  more  rt- 
apectful  to  the  membera  of  the  committee  to  which 
he  belongs,  if  he  had  al>*iained  fW>m  the  discus- 
sion of  this  queation  niitll  w«  aould  have  met  to- 
morrow, and  interchanged  opinion*  amongot  our- 
aeke*. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  Preaident,  I  have  been 
referred  to  by  the  honoraM*  Senator  ftom  Dela- 
ware; and  without  any  d**lre  to  engage  in  the 
di*cu**ion  of  the  M^b^eet  to  wMch  he  naa  alluded 
at  thi*  l!m«,  I  think  it  will  be  (troper  for  me  to 
make  a  remark  or  two  explanatory,  oa  I  conceive, 
of  the  point*  which  he  has  made. 

The  expediency  of  restricting  the  power  of  our 
consuls  in  granting  "  sea  letters"  to  AmerieiA 
vessels,  upon  their  sale  to  American  citizens  in 
foieigR  cotntri**,  upon  wnioh  ^e  Senator  from 


Delaware  haa  commented,  mutt  be  evident  to 
every  man  acquainted  with  our  eoromereial  iran*- 
aetiona  abroad;  and  in  connection  with  aneh  trana- 
fer*,  I  will  remind  the  honorable  Senator,  of  what 
he  is  well  aware,  that  American  citizena  abroad 
may  purehaae  forewn  veeael*,  and  obtain  in  addi- 
tion to  the  bill  of  aaw  or  instrument,  a  transfer,  a 
notarial  certificate  of  property,  and  that  auch  cer- 
tificate, though  it  doea  not  confer  upon  the  vessel 
thua  acquired  an  American  tharaeltr,  makea  her 
Anierican  frtperty,  and,  aa  such,  entitled  to  all  th* 
protection  of  th*  flag.  Such  vessels  may  engage 
in  the  slave- trade.  Indeed,  vessels  thus  railed 
may ,  under  existing  laws,  engage  in  our  coastwise 
trade,  subject  only  to  the  payment  of  foreign  ton- 
nage upon  every  entrance  at  our  custom-houses. 

This  queation  should,  I  think,  go  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  in  connection  with 
that  of  sea  letters,  to  which  th*  Soiator  from 
Delawar*  has  referred. 

Mr.CLA-YTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Now,  air,  I  propoaed,  when 
I  introduced  a  reaolution  of  inquiry  a  fbw  daya 
ago,  and  had  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For^ 
eign  Relations,  to  defer  discussion  (for  I  eoneeiv* 
it  to  be  on*of  th*  most  important  which  can  com* 
before  us)  until  the  question  shall  come  up  froiA 
that  committee;  but  the  honorable  Senator's  re>- 
marka  may,  perhaps,  mislead  aonlte  of  u*  who 
have  not  'given  special  attention  to  this  aabject. 
He  aaka  very  pertinently  what  interest  haa  Spain 
in  Africanizmg  Cuba  i  Certainly  auch  a  cours* 
would  be  suicidal ;  and  it  is  apparent  to  all,  that  ah 
long  as  ah*  can  maintain  her  poaaesaion  of  th* 
island,  bar  clear  and  unquestionable  interest  pre- 
clude* the  consideration  of  each  a  eourae.  Th* 
violations  of  private  rigfata  alone,  apart  from  all 
ether  viewa,  would  forever  induce  "in  honorable 
nation  to  avoid  aunh  a  calamity.  Csba,  th*  "  ever 
faithful  Cuba,"  i*  h*r  principal  colony,  for  the 
Phillipinea  and  Porto  Ricd  add  but  little  to  th* 
revenues  of  the  Crown.  Cuba  take*  Spain  'a  sur- 
plus flour,  h*r  oH*,  wines,  and  cotton  Ihbric8,and 
many  other  articleaof  her  produce  and  manufho- 
ture,  and  receivea  in  return  Cuba 'a  sugar,  tobacco, 
coffee,  cigars,  Ac.,  giving  to  Spain  profitable  em- 
ployment for  outward  aira  homeward  voyagers  df 
her  shipping,  building  up  her  merchant  marine, 
and  fostering  a  valuable  achool  for  seamen.  Thm 
moat  valuable  trade  we  have,  by  our  unwiae  at- 
tempte  at  retaliation,  aided  to  build  up. 

Spain,  without  aeamen  or  shipping,  saw  th* 
nece**ity  of  discriminating  in  favor  of  her  owh 
tonnage  againat  that  of  all  other  nations,  and  did 
eo  by  th*  imposition  of  heavier  dutie*  upon  fbr- 
eien  veeael*  and  thehreargoes  than  upon  her  own. 
We,  to  coerce  her  into  the  abandonment  of  thia  pol- 
icy, retaliated  by  corresponding  enactments;  ert- 
aumeni*  which  have  aent  Spanish  pnrchasers  lb 
the  marketa  of  E!ngland,France,and  Russia,  where 
no  such  reatriction*  upon  her  tonnage  exists;  and 
the  reanit  ia,  that  while  the  Spanish  flag  is  scarcely 
ever  aeen  in  our  ports,  Cuba  imports  from  Great 
Britain  alone  about  four  millions  of  her  products 
and  manufactures  anonally  in  Spaniah  bottoms. 

Such  are  some  of  the  prominent  interesu  and 
considerationa  which  must  induce  Spain  to  maka 
almost  any  sacrifice  to  retain  thia  colony;  and  un- 
less we  can  find  in  her  policy,  as  manifested  by  hih' 
acta  and  declarations,  strong  presumptions  of  a 
design  to  Africanize  it,  it  would  be  aa  illogical  OS  h 
would  be  unjust  to  her,  to  entertain  the  supposi- 
tion; for  to  Africanize  Cuba,  sir,  is  to  arm  th* 
beaatly  and  brutal  African,  fresh  from  his  jungle, 
thirating%r  blood,  knowing  no  law,  ignorant  of 
aH  reatraints,  and  to  hurry  nim  on  to  the  slaughter 
of  the  white  race  and  the  desolation  of  the  island! 
Td  Africanize,  sir,  is  to  sum  up,  in  one  word, 
those  horrors  of  which  the  civilized  world  wM* 
ignoront  until  St.  Domingo's  fiends,  in  liberty's 
name,  devised  them !  I  think,  sir,  a  fair  rrvieir 
of  Spain  ^s  policy  and  present  position ,  with  refl^ 
ence  to,  Cuba,  will  justify  our  reasonable  appr*- 
hensions  of  snch  a  result;  and  it  become*  us  to 
determine  whether  w*  shall  await  its  consumma- 
tion, or  by  timely  Ind  judieioua  action  avert  it. 
Such  a  review,  air,  a  calm  and  dispasalonate  re- 
view, I  trust  this  subject  will  receive  at  the  hand* 
of  the  committee. 

Sir,  1  concur  in  much  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator firom  Delaware  haa  said  with  reference  to 
American  ve**ela  in  the  alave  trade.  I  deplore  it, 
air,  a*  much  a*  he  doe*,  and  would,  at  almqgt  any 
eoat,  deiir*  tj  •**  tttumibilated.    Th*  only  two 
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alavera  of  which  I  liav*  b«d  aajr  knowledge,  were 
American  veMeis.  One  of  theae,  the  Jajipcr^  to 
wbicii  ihe  Seaator  boa  alluded,  caias  directly 
from  Havana  lo  the  coaat  of  Florida,  and  aubae- 
nuentJy,  as  I  learn,  delivered  a  cargo  of  atavea  io 
Cuba;  and,  air,  following  a  aumeation  which  haa 
been  urged  with  much  fore*  in  Qreat  Britain  with 
reference  to  her  fleet  on  the  African  coast,  1  can- 
not doubt  (hat  our  ships  would  be  more  efficiently 
as  well  aamore  economically  and  safely  employed 
upon  the  coast  of  Cuba  than  qpon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  in  suppressing  this  trade. 

But,  sir,  what  can  the  ship<  of  Qreat  Britain 
and  the  United  States  do  agamst  the  open  and  un- 
equivocal sncouragement  and  protection  extended 
to  the  slave  trade  by  the  Cuban  authorities? 
Think  you,  sir,  a  slaver  could  land  bercargo  upon 
the  shores  of  Cuba,  were  the  authorities,  in  good 
faith,  using  the  means  at  their  command  to  prevent 
it  I  No,  sir,  not  one  in  ten  thousand  could  escape 
detection,  A  large  portion  of  Spain's  efTective 
Navy  patrols  the  shores  of  Cuba,  while  an  army 
of  sixteen  thousand  regular  troops  form  iu  garn- 
aon.  Its  detectives  and  spies  have  proved  to  be 
as  active  and  adroit  as  the  days  of  Foueh<t  ever 
exhibited,  and  the  Captain  General  has  the  mesBs 
of  knowing  the  character  and  condition  of  every 
negro  landed  upon  the  island. 

And  yet, wr,  what  are  the  facts?  Why,  we 
well  know  that  Spain,  in  1817,  solemnly  engaged 
to  abolish  and  prohibit  the  slave  trade,  and  re- 
ceived from  Qreat  Britain  as  an  ioduceroeot  to  do 
ao,  and  as  an  equivalent  for  losses  to  be  incurred 
by  its  suppression,  four  hundred  tiiousand  pounds. 

This,  sir,  was  thirty-seven  years  ago;  and  ae, 
according  to  the  most  reliable  Cuban  statistics, 
five  per  cent,  of  her  slaves  die  annually,  aotwith- 
standing  alt'increase  by  births,  it  follows  that 
slavery  would  have  been  extinct  in  Cuba  seven- 
teen years  sgo,  had  Spain  redeemed  her  plighted 
faith. 

.It  mast  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  males 
imported  from  Africa,  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the 
females,  and  births  among  them  are  not  in  the 
usual  proportion  to  population. 

Now,  sir,  here  we  have  the  startling  fact  that,  in 
the  face  of  Spain's  pledge  to  abolish  the  slavetrade, 
it  has  been  carried  on  steadily  throughout  this  en- 
tire period  of  thiny-aeven  years,  and  that  the 
number  now  en  the  island  ia  nearly  five  hundred 
thoueand. 

Nor,  air,  haa  there  been  much  concealment 
«bout  it.  The  commercial  houses  engsged  in  it, 
and  their  vessels,  have,  in  years  gone  by,  been  as 
well  known  in  Havana  as  is  the  Captain  Qeneral's 
palace;  and  the  poll  lax  upon  the  slaves,  Suctua- 
ting  with  the  avarice  of  succeeding  Captains.Gen- 
aral,  is  kn«wn  lo  have  varied  from  tnree  to  five 
ouneee.  It  hoe,  in  liuit,  been  a  source  of  vast 
revenue  to  them.     '  * 

These  proceedings  have  not  been  unknown  to 
Great  Britain.  She  faae  publicly  sad  indignantly 
denounced  them,  and  haa  obtained,  from  time  lo 
time,  the  promises,  ths  decrees,  and  the  action.ef 
the  colonial  authorities,  a|}parcotly  conceived  in 
good  faith, -to  remedy  the  evil.  Vet,  sir,  there  it 
.stands — a  monument  of  Spain's  treaty  pledges! 

What,  sir,  eon  we  do  to  suppress  this  trade,  so 
long  as  this  slate  of  things  exists  in  Cuba? 

Now,  sir,  let  us  not  Ums  sight  of  the  iaet  that 
the  Creoles  of  Cuba  have  no  part,  no  station,  voine, 
or  responsibility  in  its  government;  that  its  laws, 
their  exponents,  and  their  executive  officers,  come 
from  Spain;  and  that  these  authorities  are  respon- 
•ibls  alone  for  Ihc  slave  trade.  The  CKoles  ha:ve, 
by  every  means,  every  remonstrance  and  arigumeot 
in  their  power,  pointed  out  its  evils;  and  they  have 
eonlemplated  with  horror  its  blighting  efieeis  upon 
themselves,  and  their  oountry.and  their  posterity. 

13ut,  sir,  their  appeals  havs  never  produced  the 

.•lightest  modification  of  Spain's  consistent  and 

.dsttfinined  policy  to  squsilizc,  nuraericallT,  the 

.  alaves  and  the  freemen;  and  if  the  slave  traoe  has 

.•oroetimes  fluctuated,  these  fluctuations  Itaveever 

bean  produced  by  this  bellisb  policy  alone.  Spain 

well  knows  that  the  "erer  gaUtfuy'  Cuba  could 

iiot  be  subjected  by  her  standing  army,  bigs  as 

it  is.    And  in  Ihe  language  of  one  of  her  chosen 

and  most  enlightened  slateamen,  she  regards  her 

{xrwer  of  arming  the  African  alaves  as  equal  to 

«n  army  of  a  hundred  tbonsand  men. 

Thus,  sir,  has  Spain  encouraged,  nursed,  and 
protected  the  African  slave  trade,  not  with  the 
▼iew  of  Afiicaniziug,  but  as  a  means  of  control- 


ling the  island,  well  knowing  that  this  deadly, 
bligbting  policy  leads,  beyuM  auy  other  means 
in  ber  power,  to  crush  her  dawning  hopes  of  free- 
dom; Olid  the  Cubans,  isolsud,  alone,  and  un- 
aided, their  words,  acts,  lives,  and  Ubcrues  coo- 
strained,  fearfully  contemplate  and  pondM-  upon 
a  atruggjs  whose  lerminauoo  may  be  the  knell  of 
the  white  race  in  their  lovely  laod. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  Smator  from  Delaware 
has  refitrred  us  to  tlie  recent  decree  of  the  Cohan 
authorities  for  the  registration  of  (he  slaves  as  an 
evidence  of  their  intention  faithfully  to  suppress 
the  trade.  It  may  be  so,  sir;  but,  with  their  con- 
sistent enoouragement  of  it  heretofore  in  the  face 
of  their  treaty,  their  promises,  their  mixed  com- 
mission, and  their  decrcM  and  opprentioeehip  sys- 
tem, we  may  be  excused  theinduigcace  of  adoubt 
of  their  designs  aow. 

1  regard  this  decree,  sir,  as  nothing  more  than 
a  prbof  that  Great  Britain  has,  with  more  than 
her  former  firmness,  demanded  oetien  at  the  handa 
of  the  Cuban  authorities.  Observe  the  British 
papers,  sir,  and  you  will  find  a  tone  upon  this 
siibj|eel  as  tinJooked  for  as  it  must-  be  stsrtling  to 
Spain.  A  recent  number  of  the'Liverpool  Times, 
in  oommcnting  upon  Spanish  affairs,  says: 

"  In  the  preaent  atiiie  of  feeling  in  England,  no  great  ra- 
grel  would  b«  r,;li  If  the  Americana  were  to  get  pootMion 
ufCubm  in  tlHt  scraiiible.  On  ita  praaeni  liauda,  Uuu  b«au- 
lir'Ql  island  ta  a  miurce  to  ua  ufuiure  aiinoyaiice  than  oaf 
ottier  place  on/Uie  globe,  Rusaia  not  excepted.*' 

Such  opinions  from  the  British  prew  havp 
aroused  Spain  to  action,  and  to  them  is,  in  my 
judgment,  to  be  ascribed  her  new-born  seal. 
When  we  reflect,  however,  that  a  similar  system, 
promises  and  decrees,  have  been  heretofore  made 
and  disregarded,  we  can  have  but  little  faith  in 
tboee  of  to-day.  The  emaneipados  wsre  formerly 
hired  out  fbr  ssven  years;  and  under  the  present 
decree  thie  term  is  reduced  to  one  year.  And,  air, 
looking  at  the  past,  may  we  not  anticipate  that 
the  slsve  trade  will  progress  as  iuever  has  io  Cuba 
since  1817;  and  that  whether  Spain  shall  call  the 
brutal  and  aavage  African  « ifaw  or  an  €mamaptUo, 
she  will  inueK  him,  and  maintain  him  in  (errertm 
over  the  Cubans  as  a  means  of  relaining  her 
ascendency  ?  It  is  a  means,  and  perhapa  a  means 
as  effectual  as  terrible. 

Should  Cuba,  fey  her  policy,  beeome  a  second 
St.  Domingo,  she  would  reasonably  hope  to  pos- 
ssss  peculiar  privileges  and  commercial  relations 
with  It;  but,  sir,  are  we  to  fold  our  anus  and  await 
the  operation  of  cause*  which  ore  calculated,  if 
not  designed,  lo  produce  eoch  results?  Or  are  we 
at  ooee  to  mark  out  and  adopt  a  Cuban  policy, 
based  upon  what  we  all  believe,  that  the  iaiand 
will  ultimately  be' a  flouriahiog  and  integral  por- 
tion of  our  Union  I 

Let  as  discard,  for  the  present  at  leaat,  the  idea 
of  purchasA^  Cuba.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  it  is 
not  for  sale,  nor  will  it  be  as  long  as  the  Cortee  or 
the  people  of  Catalonia  exist.  In  timss  of  revo- 
lution, with  some  favorite,  some  "  Prince  of 
Peace"  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  its  peaceful 
purchase  might  be  effected;  but  so  long  as  Spain 
has  a  suUe  Qovernmsnt,  a  propoaition  to  sell 
Cuba  would  hurl  any  ministry,  ay,  sir,  any 
dynasty,  from  power. 

The  udividual  Spaniard  of  to-day  has  all  the 
honor,  pride,  and  character  of  his  glorious  ances- 
tors, when  Spanish  captains  and  discoverert  gave 
a  new  oootineiu  to  Chriateodom;  when  her  neels 
covered  the  ocean,  and  when  Caslillian  honor  was 
a  conspicuous,  a  brilliant  axampis.  In  spite  of 
the  examples  and  the  degradation*  of  a  court,  the 
most  corrupt  in  fiurope— in  spite  of  sges  of  mis- 
government,  the  Spaniard  retains  lus  hsroism 
and  his  virtue.  Such  a  people  will  not  sacrifice 
their  pride  for  money. 

But,  Mr,  Preeident,  I  expcet  to  go  into  this  dis- 
cussion, and  produce  some  facta  on  which  a  dis- 
passionate judgment  may  be  founded,  when  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  shidl  report.  I 
exprssssd  the  other  lay  a  confident  eonriction  in 
my  own  mind  that  Spain  had  deliberately  entered 
on  the  policy  of  retaining  possession  of  Cuba  her- 
sslf,  of  course  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  Afri- 
oanixe  it  if  shs  (annot  do  that;  and  every  enlight- 
ened Spaniard  en  the  continent  knows  and  ntU 
that  her  hold  upon  it  ia  daily  becoming  weaker. 
The  prediction  of  Mr.  Adame  must  come  true. 
In  1823  he  said  that.  Just  as  csrtainly  as  an  apple 
parted  from  the  parent  limb  gravitated  to  the 
awth,  juatso  eeitiiialy  would  ^ba  com*  to  the 


United  States  if  separated  from  the  mother  coub— 
try. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  the  topi« 
whieh  has  just  been  partially  discussed  was  not  in- 
troduced here  originally  by  me.  It  woe  bruogfaft 
here  in  the  first  iiwlancsby  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Sudelx.]  He  offered  u. 
resolution,  and  moved  to  reier  it  to  the  Conunilies 
on  Foreign  ftelatiuns,  as  1  have  now  offered  this 
resolution,  snd  moved  to  refer  it  lo  the  same  eoi%- 
miuee.  He  accompanied  his  reeolution  with  aa 
elaborate  apeech ,  and  a  very  able  one,  in  whicis 
he  gave  ue  much  valuable  information.  He  was 
afterwards  followed  by  the  honorable  Senator  froia 
Florida,  [Mr.  MallurV,]  who  offered  another 
resolution  of  inquiry,  which,  on  hie  motion  alao 
went  to  the  Committee  ou  Fttreign  Relations,  and 
he  also  thought  proper  to  accompany  his  reoolutioB 
with  auitable  remarks,  stating  after  he  had  done 
with  them,  that  he  would  discuss  the  subject 
more  fully  hereafler.  > 

Now,  air,  1  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  California  that  I  followed  good  examplea. 
Nothing  has  ever  been  more  cuslomary  on  thin 
floor  than  for  gentlemen  to  oSar  resolutions  of 
inquiry  with  the  very  view  of  eliciting  such  in- 
formation OS  they  can  get  from  Senators  here, 
before  the  resolution  is  sent  to  a  comraittsc.  J 
had  the  example  of  a  diatioguiahed  member  of  ihe- 
Commiltee  on  Foreign  Relations,  [Mr.  Sudbll,] 
of  which  committee  the  Senator  Irom  Caiifornik 
is  also  a  member,  for  the  course  Which  I  pursued. 
The  opinions  of  these  distinguished  gentlemeo  to 
whom  I  hsve  referred,  went  lo  the  country;  their 
remarks  were  published  and  republiahed  in  the 
newspapers  throughout  the  country.  Theimpns- 
•ion  was  made  deep  on  the  American  mind  that  it 
was  a  deliberate  purpose  of  the  Spanieh  Govem- 
ment  to  emancipate  toe  slaves  in  Cubs,  and  thereby 
Africanize  the  island.  'We  all  agree  in  depreca- 
ting such  a  result.  Well  then,  sir,' was  it  not  a 
legitimate  subjeot  of  inquiry  with  me,  snd  might 
1  not  be  pardoned.  I  aubmit  lo  the  honorable 
Senator  from  California,  when  I  offered  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  very  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  moke 
euch  rcmarka  as  1  thought  proper  in  refereneeto  thia 
eubject,  and  also  fur  tlie  purpoee  of  elieiting  fnm 
those  gsntlemen  who  conuneoced  the  debate,  such 
further  information  as  they  were  able  to  give  nn. 
But  the  hononble  Senator  says  the  oommiuee  ia 
to  sit  to-morrow  Then  I  should  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  bear,  before  the  session  of  the 
eommuise,  all  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Florida,  which  he  proroiaea  he  will 
deliver  hereafter.  1  wont  light.  We  are  pe>> 
haps  lo  be  called  upon  to  decide  to-morrow.  Then 
.  I  want  all  Ihe  information  that  can  be  given  me 
from  every  quarter.  The  honorable  ^Senator 
doubtless  is  better  acquainted  with  the  mibject 
than  I  am,  and  to  him  thia  information  may  not 
be  neceesary,  but  to  ms  I  assure  him  it  is. 

Mr.  President,  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  let  me  say 
that  I  do  not  at  all  deny  that  ths  Qovsriunent  of 
Spain  has  been  in  times  gone  by  engaged  in  vio- 
lating  her  own  treaty  stipulations  in  regard  to  the 
alave  trade,  and  1  believe  thai  sometimes  her  au- 
thorities, some  of  her  Captains  General  have  en- 
couraged the  introduction  of  slavea  from  Africa 
into  that  island.  But,  sir,  I  will  condemn  no  man 
without  some  evidence;  and  I  must  eay  that  I 
have  seen  no  evidenpe  to  satisfy  my  4DiiMi,  or  that 
of  any  other  reasonable  man,  that  the  Marquis 
Pezucia,  the  present  Captain  General  of  the  iajaind, 
has  in  any  way  encouraged  this  violation  of  the 
laws  of  Spain  and  the  laws  of  God.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  his  solcmtn  aaaurance  in  a  published  - 
proclamation,  that  the  Spaniah  Government  utterly 
denies  the  whole  accusation.  He  denies  it,  ap- 
peals solemnly  to  the  whole  world,and  asks  lo  be 
credited  when  be  statea  that  nothing  is  fiirthar 
from  the  intention  of  the  Spanish  Govemneat 
than  this  dasign  which  is  charged  agsinat  it. 
Where  then  ia  the  proof?  Does  ths  honorable 
Senator  from  Ploriaa  produce  any  i  la  the  ft«t 
that  alaves  have  been  introduced  into  the  ialaad 
proof  that  they  are  about  to  emancipate  all  the 
slaves  ?    Have  they  emancipated  slaves  ?  No,  sir. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  says  that  they  base 
introduced  so  many  slaves,  and  havs  so  many 
there  now,  thai  it  is  a  aerious  obstruction  lo  our 
taking  the  island.  He  states  that  threats  have 
been  made,  that  eome  one  has  said  that  the  eman- 
cipating of  the  great  numbor  of  aUves  ia  •  batMr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864. 


tm  4X>N61lBS8IONAL  OLOBE. 


tMl 


protection  to  them  than  one  hundred  thousand 
armed  men.  It  may  be  so;  but  that  is  not  perti- 
Dent  to  the  matter  of  our  inquiry.  .The  question 
I  discussed,  was  not  whether  Spain  would  be 
justifiable  in  emancipating  these  slaves  to  prevent 
uur  taking  the  island.  I  have  never  been  the  apol- 
ogist of  Spain.  1  agree  vitb  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator that  the  Government  of  Spain  has  been  both 
corrupt  and  oppressive.    I  believe  that  in  years 

gone  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  themselves 
ave  either  been  concerned  in  the  business  of 
introducing  slaves,  or  have  winked  at  the  intro- 
duction of  them  there.  Whether  it  be  calumny  or 
not,  it  has  been  published  that  some  of  the  Cap- 
tains GentrsI  of  former  days  actually  received 
doubloons  by  the  head  for  slaves  that  were  legally 
imported  into  Cuba.  But  that  is  not  the  question. 
It  IS  whether  there  is  any  evidence  that  Spain  in- 
tends to  emancipate  these  slaves  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  the  island  now  i  Is  there  any  evidence 
of  that  kind .'  1  submit  thatif  there  be  any,  it  bos 
not  been  adduced.  ' 

Mr.  President,  I  believe  the  day  will  come 
when  Cuba  will  be  annexed  to  the  United  States. 
At  what  time  this  will  occur  is  a  question  which  I 
am  not  able  to  solve.  I  see  no  prospect  of  it  now. 
1  see  no  reason  at  this  time  for  this  Government's 
interference  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it  by 
-  war  or  violence  of  any  kmd,  or  by  the  repeal  of 
our  laws  of  neutrality.  I  think  it  n  dangerous  pe- 
riod to  make  an  elTort  of  that  description.  There 
ia  great  excitement  at  this  time  in  the  public 
mind  throughout  the  United  Slates  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  slavery  The  day  may  come — I 
have  thought,  in  consequence  of  the  proximity  of 
the  island  to  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  day  must  come^when  it  will  be  ceded  to  the 
UniteuStacea,  if  not  by  Spain,  by  some  friendly  na- 
tion which  shall  cede  it  to  us  as  Louisiana  was 
eeded  by  Prance. 

As  to  the  fact  which  has  been  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  that  Spain  has  threatened  us 
With  emaneipming  her  slaves  if  we  should  seize 
tb*  island  from  her  by  violence,  there  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  I  heard  that  threat  fVom  the  lips  of  the 
former  Spanish  Minister  here.  He  boldly  and 
openVy  avowed  the  intention  to  emancipate  the 
vlavea,  rather  than  permit  us  to  take  the  island  by 
yiolence;  but  he  did  not  deny  that  the  day  would 
come  when  this  island  would  be  ours. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  we  roust  ha^e  ;|us(iSabte 
grounds  before  we  con  seize  Cuba,  and  tf  there  be 
such,  the  one  now  as  igned  is  not  among  them. 
)^,  i  ask  for  the  adoptibn  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WELLBR.  I  was  not  complaining  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  for  having  set  a  bad  ex- 
ample. I  was  complainin^thathe  was  following 
precedents  which  had  been  established,  to  the  se- 
rious detriment  of  the  public  business.  I  was 
complaining  of  that  Senator,  as  a  member  of  (he 
Committee  oirPoreign  Relations,  for  entering  to- 
day into  the  discussion  of  a  question  which  is  to 
be  submitted  to  the  investigation  of  that  commit- 
tee to-morrow. 

'  The  Senator  says,  and  I  suppose  he  intends  it 
for  irony,  of  course,  that  I  have  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  therefore  may  not  require 
the  information  of  other  Senators.  I  am  sure  he 
meant  that  as  irony. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    No,  sir;  not  «t  all. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  have  paid  no  attention  to 
this  subject,  but  I  propose  first  to  investigate  it, 
and  then  to  discuss  U;  and  it  strikes  me  that 
older  Senators  might  profit  by  following  this  ex- 
simple,  though  set  by  a  young  man.  All  that  1 
desire  is,  that  the  time  of  the  Senate  shall  not  be 
tinnecessarily  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  a 
question,  when  the  subject  must  again  come  up 
for  a  full  discussion.  When  I  meet  that  Senator 
to-mnrrow  in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  receive  all  the  information 
which  he  may  have  accumulated  on  that  subject, 
And  I  trust  each  of  the  other  members  of  that 
committee  will  contribute  whatever  information 
ht  may  have  derived  flrom  any  source  whatever. 
Then  I  shall  be  prepared  to  pass  upon  it,  snd 
-after  it  is  submitted  to  the  Senate,  I  snail  he  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  question 
which  has  been  sprung  upon  us  to-day;  but  I  will 
not  coDsuiiie  the  time  of  the  Senate  now. 

Mr.  8LI0BLL.  I  have  no  disposition  to  enter 

into  the  discussion  of  this  question  now,  as  it  is 

evidently  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  this  is  not 

•   the  proper  time  for  its  discussion.  I  wish  to  say. 


bowerrr,  that  it  strikes  me,  the  reference  proposed 
by  the  honorable  Senator  fh>m  Delaware,  is  alto- 
gether inappropriate.  I  cannot  see  what  jurisdic- 
tion the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  have 
over  the  manner  of  issuing  sea-registers  to  Ameri- 
can vessels.  The  appropriate  committee,  it  seems 
to  me,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  for  an  inquiry  into  that  subject,  is  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  I  therefoi;^  move  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  '*  Foreign 
Relations" and  inserting  "Commerce." 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  think  the  resolution  should 
go  lo  the  Committee  on  JForeign  Relations.  The 
subject  embraced  in  the  resolution  is  already  before 
that  committee.  It  is  true  the  whole  of  our  con- 
sular system  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce;  but  the  question  on  which  theSenafor 
from  Delaware  asks  the  interposition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  question  which  property  belongs  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and,  as  the 
subject  has  already  been  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee-, I  hope  the  reference  propos^  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  will  not  be  changed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  is  not  merely  a  question 
of  commerce;  it  Is  a  question  which  belongs  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Let  the  resolution  be  read 
again,  that  I  may  see  whether  my  amendment  be 
proper  or  not. 

The  Secretart  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

INDIAN  AKPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  House 
bill  making  appropriations  for dieeurrentand con- 
tingent espsnsss  of  ths  Indian  dspartment,  and 
forfulfilliRgtreatystipulalions  with  various  Indian 
tribes,  for  the  year  ending  Jane  90, 1855,  woa 
taken  from  the  table,  and  die  Senate,  as  in  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  reaoined  it*  eonaideratioa, 
(he  pending  oaestion  being  on  the  amendment 
reported  by  Mr.  Walks*,  from  the  Commitian 
im  Indian  Aflhirs,  to  inaert  the  foHcnmng: 

To  the  Omk  nsrien  ef  TnillaM,  t«  fSH  -Ihr  all  d«mssis 
agalnsl  the  Ualtsd  aulas,  the  sum  «r(9M>,0W,  in  pajnasst 
lbrcl|lllmiU>aMcrssorisail,ai  six  sad  aouarleccsMU  per' 
sen,  taken  froin  the  friendly  Creek*  witboat  compeiiM 
linn,  hv  the  treaty  or  espltulsUoo  drPon  Jsckaon,  of  AufUM 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Mr.  President,  aiW  the 
elaborate  discussion  of  this  claim  some  two  or 
three  weeks  since,  I  must  infer  that  the  Senate 
have  acquired  something  likeageneral  knowledge 
of  its  essential  and  primary  (Mttiies,.and  that  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  advert,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  I  shall  make,  only  to  the  objections  urged 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
[Mr.  HiJNTER]  to  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment,       « 

I  understood  that  Senator,  in  the  disetission  of 
this  claim,  to  confine  his  objections  to  ths  fact  that 
it  was  an  old  one.  I  understood  that  its  ^tiquily 
was  the  principal  cause  of  the  objection  to  it  on 
his  part,  and  that  he  proceeded  in  its  discussion 
upon  considerations  which  did  not  effect  at  all  the 
merits  of  the  case,  but  considerations  which 
applied  entirely  to  the  great  length  of  time  which 
has  occurred  since  the  original  inception  of  the 
claim.  I  understood  that  ^nator  further  to  sny, 
that  another  branch  of  the  claim,  which  has  been 
fstisfled,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  h^  been  referred,  together  with  this, 
(0  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  I8I7,  and  had  heen 
decided  against  by  that  committee,  and  again 
rejected  by  them  in  1824.  That  supposition  of 
his,  plausible  as  it  was,  is  not  home  out  by  the 
documents;  and  inasmuch  as  that  is  the  chief 
objection  which  he  urges  to  the  sdoption  of  the 
claim,  I  will  merely  read  the  document*  to  which 
he  referred,  tot  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
two  branches  of  the  claim  were  not  bmre  those 
committees  when  it  was  considered,  and  that  this 
claim  has  never  hein  considered  by  the  Senate,  or 
hy  the  other  House  of  Congress;  nor  has  it  ever 
'been  the  subject  of  consideration  by  the  committee 
of  any  one  House  of  Congress,  until  it  was 
brought  before  US  at  the  present  session.  The 
£rst  document  from  which  I  will  read  is  ths  report 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  fhsm  the  Committee  of  Wsys 
and  Means,  made  on  the  29th  of  Janoary,  1817. 
The  caption  of  that  report,  which  refers  to  the 
subject-matter  before  the  committee  for  investiga- 
tion ,  expreesly  define*  the  ebatacter  of  that  subject- 


matter.    The  committee  say  that  they  had  hod 
under  consideration  a  resolution 

■<  IfutnieUnc  ihem  In  liKjuirs  Into  tbe  expedienejr  of 
ni*M  nf  an  approprtallan  b>  Mtliity  the  dsinn  of  the  Irit^dljr 
Oraek  IadhHM,wb<Mi(pra|Mnjr  wa>plaiKlefMlbrlh«fe<«i(le 
Creeks,  io  eossSMieiice  of  their  saaebnMiM  l»  ihs  Untiad 

Tbe  precise  and  definite  terms  in  which  ttie 
committee  thus  state  the  subjiect-aMtter  before 
ifaatn,  esdudea  the  idea  that  this  clairo  was  con- 
sidered before  them.  Equally  conclusivs  is  the 
language  of  the  ttpori  made  in  1824  by  Mr.  Me- 
Lane.  The  eenclasion  of  that  report  is  equally 
as  definite,  easally  as  poeitive,  and.  shows  that 
the  subject  of  tlie  appropriation  now  asked  for 
was  not  before  the  eomauttee  at  that  time.  Con- 
sequently, ths  advene  report  made  by  Mr.  Me- 
Lmic  in  1634— whose  great  Dame  and  eminent 
qualificatians  as  head  of  the  Committee  of  Way* 
and  Means  were  very  appropriately  referred  to  bf 
the  SesalM-  from  Virgiaia— on  which  that  Senaltw 
relied  as  caatiog  aome  suspicion  and  doubt  upon 
the  history  of  this  claim,  had  no  referenee  to  the 
sufajeot  of  tbe  amendment  which  we  are  new  dia- 
r4iseing.  At  (be  coaclusion  of  that  report,  in 
which  they  refer  to  the  main  feslurea  of  the  Claim 
before  them,  the  committee  say: 

•<  Itis  insxpedlesl  m  make  anv  nirther  spprnpriatioa  to 
compFfieaM  ibe  fMendlir  Crerk  liuUsae  for  frfrty  lost 
Slid  deiiroyed  durinf  lbs  lsi«  Creek  war." 

In  addition  to  Ibia,  I  will  refer  to  a  letter  which 
was  addressed  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  War  De> 
partment,  in  1817,  lo  Mr.  Hawkins,  who  was  at 
that  time  the  aotmg  agent  for  the  Creek  Indiana^ 
asking  that  officer,  who  was  contemporary  with 
the  history  of  ths  transactions  in  which  thisolaiu 
originated,  as  to  the  precise  nature  of  the  elaima 
which  the  Creeks  were  at  that  tisne  preferring 
againat  the  Unilad  States  Government.  He  waa 
interfogalad  as  to  "  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
indemnity  which  the  firiendly  chiefs  claim  in  oon- 
aequenae  of  the  letter  sadresaed  by  General 
Pinckney,  en  the  3Sd  April,  1814  i"    la 


beaaiil: 

- 1  belkvs  the  aorreol  way  wooM  ba  •«  liqnidsts  tM 
chOsMnf  tndi*Unslii,Kaa««r  wbleb,  I  •mMd,  sre  tra 
bifb;  tedure  Uirm  loslupt  valne,  sud  pa^lhem.  If  11 
WKre  a  nationiil  clniin,  s  cemion  or  land  might  be  aeii/a- 
bte ;  bat  to  indlirldosl*  It  is  otberwise. " 

That  response,  taken  in  connection  with  the  in- 
terrogatory to  which  it  refers,  is  about  as  definite 
an  indication  as  the  English  tanguags  is  capable 
of,  showing  that  the  claim  for  spoliations  and 
property  destroyed  by  the  hostile  Creeks  in  the 
war  of  1814,  was  the  only  claim  and  the  only 
grievance  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee in  Vm,  St  the  time  when  a  partial  pay- 
ment of  $85,000  was  made  upon  that  claim;  and 
subsequently,  in  1824,  when  the  committee  de- 
cided that  the  appropriation  which  had  already 
been  made  wa^  an  ample  satisfaction,  and  cov- 
ered the  full  extent  of  the  expectations -which  the 
flrlendly  Creeks  had  entertained  of  redress  from 
the  United  States.  These  documents  therefore, 
being  the  langusge  of  these  committees  them- 
selves, and  ths  language  of  the  agent  from  whom 
they  derived  their  principal  inmrmation,  show 
that  the  claim  to  which  the  SenMor  referred  the 
other  day  as  having  been  reported  against  in  1824, 
was  not  the  claim  Which  is  now  brought  forward, 

I  presume  that  the  Senate  perfectly  undersisnd 
that,  at  lbs  termination  of  the  war  of  I8I4,  there 
were  two  characters  of  claims  arising.  One  waa 
national  in  its  character  for  this  spoliati6D  of  ter- 
ritory. The  other  was  a  claim  of  indamnlty  to 
individuals  for  the  separate  lossesVhich  they  had 
sustained  by  the  hostile  Creeks.  One  wss  for 
'property  destroyed;  for  homes  burnt;  for  personal 
property  which  had  been  taken  for  public  uees, 
and  these  claims  to  compensation  were  individual 
in  their  character,  because  they  belonged  sepsr- 
ately  to  individuals  in  precise  proportion  to  the 
losses  which  they  had  sustained.  But  in  addition 
to  that  we  are  informed  by  the  record,  which 
throws  l\irther  light  on  the  histoVy  of  this  wbote 
transaction,  that  General  Jackson  in  the  terms  nf 
the  capitulation,  extorted,  or  rsther  forced  from 
the  friendly  Creeks,  upwards  of  eight  millions  of 
.acres  of  laad,  which  he  avowedly  without  excuse 
or  palliation,  without  any  pretext  that  he  had  ever 
compensated  by  ons  cent,  took  alone  for  political 
reasons"  interesting  to  theUni'ed  States."  Thslis 
the  report  of  General  Jackson  himself,  afterwards 
made  to  the  Government  of  his  conduct  in  that 
capitulation.     One  claim,  theraftirei  which  has 
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been  wuled  and  paid, and  against  whicb  the  com- 
mittee reported  in  18S4i  waa  thia  individual  claim 
of  the  Creeks  for  personal  property  destroyed. 
The  other  waa  the  claim  of  the  nation  for  an  em- 
pire vhich  was  swept  away  frona  them  by  a  forced 
and  arbitiary capitulation, and  which  it  lanot pre- 
tended haa  ever  been  paid  for  by  the  OoTemment. 
It  is  not  shown  that  this  claim  was  ever  brought 
to  the- consideration  of  Congress  before. 

The  history  which  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Bbll]  gave  of  it  on  a  previous  day  is  a  most 
emphatic,  clear,  and  lucid  explanation  of  those 
eonsiderations  which  have  prevented  the  Creelcs 
from  bringing'forward  the  claim  until  this  late  day. 
Sir,  there  was  cnoogh  in  the  poverty  of  that  trifa«, 
in  their  intestine  wars  and  divisionB,  in  the  utter 
ineaptMUty  of  their  nation  to  act  with  anything  like 
Concert  or  imity  of  decision,  to  el>ow  why  they 
iMLVa  never  eMiedrred  in  presenting  thia  claim  be- 
fore. Moroover,  while  the  other  claim  between 
tlMm  and  (he  United  States  was  not  settled;  while 
(ti^  were  prosecnling,  as  supplfauua  at  our  doors, 

•  claim  which  they  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining 
until  nearly  forty  years,  is  it  sineular  that  they 
did  not  press  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  the  allowonca  of  this  second  claim,  when  one 
was  already  on  hand  t 

These  are  the  main  facta  upon  which  I  rely  as 

•  defense  to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  I  believe  that  no  one  has  ever  con- 
(■nded,  I  believe  that  it  cannot  be  successfully 
contended  now,  but  that  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  political  reasons  alone,  there  was  a 
naked  and  tmapologiaed  for  confiacation  of  about 
eight  millions  of  acres  of  land  from  our  allies — not 
feom  the  hostile  party.  It  will  be  recollected  that, 
by  the  insiractions  whidi  emanated  from  the  War 
DspartaMnt,aad  which  werethe  basis  upon  which 
peace  was  to  beeonchided  with  the  hoetiles,  landa 
were  to  be  taken  out  of  the  conquered  country  for 
indemnity,  and  not  to  be  taken  by  spoliation  from 
our  alliea  and  friends  in  that  war.  QeneralJaelc- 
mm  seems  to  have  been  so  conScions  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  exceeded  these  juat  instructions,  that 
when  he  speaks  of  the  ewht  millioas  of  acres 
fteqnired  from  the  friendly  Oreeks,.in  addition  to 
twelve  or  fourteen  millions  taken  from  the  hostile 

^Creeke  as  indemnity,  he  apologised  by  saying, 
not  that  he  had  taken  them  witbout  consideration, 
by  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  but  that  he  hitd 

{trocured.a  cession  of  eight  millions  of  acres  of 
and  from  the  friendly  Creeks,  which  was  juitified 
by  considerations  interesting  to  the  future  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  in  connection 
with  our  southwestern  frontier. 

Now,  sir,  contrary  to  what  had  been  expected 
by  the  commanding  general,  contrary  to  what 
had  been  calculated  by  the  War  Department,  when 
the  instructions  for  the  termination  of  this  war 
were  issued,  contrary  to  all  rulesijf  propriety,  the 
friendly  Indians  were  called  upon  to  be  the  capit- 
ulating party.  The  truth  was,  that  at  that  time 
the  war  was  not  ended;  the  capitulation  was  pre- 
mature, and  was  in  the  nature  of  a  forced  treaty 
exacted  from  the  friends  of  the  United  States,  with 
but  one  of  their  enemies  present.  This  is  the  dif- 
ficulty in  the  proceedings  attending  the  capitula- 
tion. 

The  committee,  in  making  an  allowance  to  the 
Creek  Indians  in  this  ease,  have  allotted  to  them 
what  was  considered  an  average  of  the  price  which 
the  United  States  had  paid  for  Indian  land*  here- 
tofore. I  believe  of  late  years  that  has  been  from 
six  and  a  quarter  cents  up  to  twelve  and  a  half 
cents.  The  committee  have  allowed  them  (he 
minimum  of  consideration  which  has  been  allowed 
as  the  price  of  Indian  lands  acquired  by  treaty. 
Surely,  after  the  lapse  of  forty  years,  the  allow- 
ance of  this  small  amount  for  a  tract  of  country 
which  embraces,  at  (ireaent,  one  third  of  the  great 
State  of  Geoigia,  will  not  be  considered  extrava- 
gant. 

I  proceed  on  the  supposition  that  the  long  silence 
of  these  claimants  in  bringinsr  forward  this  claim 
has  been  perfectly  accounted  for;  and,  however 
suspicious  it  may  be,  however  impossible  it  may 
be,  to  account  for  the  fact  thai  during  all  the  time 
they  have  made  treaties,  the  records  of  the  Oov- 
ernment  show  they  have  never  brought  forward 
this  claim;  yet  those  records  show,  most  unequiv- 
ocally, that  if  there  be  any  defense  at  all  against 
this  claim,  it  arises  from  the  fact  that  this  long 
silence  may  be  evidence  that,  on  the  yart  of  the 
Creeks,  they  had  abandoned,  in  consequence  of 


the  difficulties  in  prosecuting  their  other  claim,  all 
hopes  of  ever  prosecuting  justice  for  this.  How 
otherwise  could  it  be,  when  they  had  prosecuted 
in  vain  their  suit  for  claims  for  spoliations,  prom- 
ised to  be  satisfied  by  the  express  terms  of  the 
letter  of  General  Pinckney,inl814?  How,other- 
wise,  can  we  accounufor  it,  when  we  recollect 
th'at  a  United  States  agent,  an  accredited  man, 
indorsed  by  the  act  of  this  Government,  sent 
among  them  to  ascertain  a  plain,  subsisting  debt, 
reported  that  claim,  and  yet  it  yas  impossible 
to  obtain  the  consideration  of  it  before  Congress 
for  forty  years  ?  Such  was  the  desperate  condi- 
tion, siuh  appeared  to  be  the  hopeless  character, 
of  all  the  claims,  that  it  was  useless,  obviously  so, 
on  their  part  to  thrust  unwelcomely  on  Congress 
the  consideration  of  one  claim,  while  they  were 
so  unjustly  withholding  the  consideration  of 
another.  Just  as  soon  as  long-withheld  justice 
was  extended  to  them  for  their  other  claim,  they 
come  forward, candidly,  frankly, and  openly,  and 
say  they  have  delayed  bringing  forward  thia  claim 
for  no  other  reasrm  than  from  the  fact  that  their 
own  internal  difficulties,  their  poverty,  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  justice  for  the  other  branch 
of  the  claim,  renderra  them  almost  hopeless  as  to 
obtaining  any  justice  for  this. 

Now,  sir,  after  the  years  which  have  elapsed 
between  1814  and  1854,  here  stands  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  thia  Government — records  made  out  by 
our  own  officials — the  clear  hiatory  of  a  transac- 
tion which  inflicted  injustice  upon  these  Indians, 
which  has  not  been  remedied  to  this  day.  In  alt 
the  treattea  which  have  been  made  with  this  peo- 
ple since  then,  their  internal  difficulties  have  pre- 
vented anything  like  a  unanimous  declaration  of 
this  claim  upon  the  part  of  the  authoritiea  of  the 
whole  nation.  The  history  of  thia  tribe  is  pecul- 
iar; their  social  and  political  constitution  is  pc- 
enliar,  and  there  has  been  scarcely  emy  on«  object 
of  national  benefit,  upon  which  the  whole  nation 
could  be  brought  to  nnite,  with  anything  Uks  a 
decision  approaching  unanimity. 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  1  am  hardly  able,  at 
this  time,  to  go  into  on  enlarged  discussion  of  this 
qnestion.  I  feel  that  it  would  be  unnecessary. 
The  Senate  is  obviously  wearied  with  the  long 
discussion  of  this  bill.  It  is  a  subject  which  is 
proverbially  uninteresting  to  both  branches  of 
Congress,  and  mint  necessarily  be  so.  I  shall 
waive  my  own  desire  to  go  into  it,  and  accommo- 
date myself  to  what  I  understand  to  be  the  clear 
disposition  of  the  Senate — to  proceed  to  a  vote 
upon  thia  bill,  embracing  this  with  other  amend- 
ments. 

I  have  thus  briefly,  Mr.  President,  replied  to 
the  Senator  from  Virginia.  I  have  shown  that  by 
the  records  of  the  Government  on  which  he  him- 
self relied,  this  claim  haa  never  before  been  con- 
aidered  by  Congress,  and  that  consequently  it  is 
free  from  the  objection  arising  out  of  the  fact,  that 
the  report  in  1834  was  supposed  to  be  adverse  to 
this  claim,  when  it  was  not  actually  embraced  in 
it.  .With  these  remarks  I  submit  tne  question  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas,  whether  there  is  any  means 
of  ascertaining  precisely  how  much  of  the  land 
of  the  friendly  Indians  was  taken? 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  There  is  a  report  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walker] 
on  the  partof  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  on 
the  subject.  That  repoft  is  accompaniM  by  a 
roan,  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  at  this  time,  and  which  I  have 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  before  the  Sen- 
ate, made  out  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
<upon  a  letter  furniahed  by  theGeneral  Land  Office, 
by  which  it  appears  that  something  like  eight  mil- 
lions of  acres  were  taken  from  the  friendly  Creeks. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  4ir.  President,  if  these  empty 
chairs  could  vote,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Arkansas;  but  as  I 
believe  there  is  no  one  here  but  yourself  and  our- 
selves, and  we  have  made  up  our  minds,  I  will 
refrain  from  saying  anything  nfore  on  this  subject, 
except  that  the  Senator  is  mistaken  in  regard  to 
the  point  that  this  land  was  taken  only  from  the 
friendly  Indians.  I  understand  from  ine  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Fitzfatrick,]  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  geographical  location  of  these 
lands,  that  there  were  lands  taken  from  the  hostile 
Indians  comprehending  now  some  of  the  finest 
counties  in  Altibama,  and  given  to  the  friendly 


Indians  in  exchange  for  the  land  token  from 
them,  and  which  it  was  necessary  to  take  in  order 
to  interpose  a  barrier  beCween  them  and  the  Span> 
iacds  in  Florida;  so  that,  in  point  of  foot,  they  had 
better  lands  substituted  in  place  of  the  lands  token 
from  them.  Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  reports 
referred  to;  it  is  obvious  that  Mr.  Lowndes  must 
have  rxintemplated  this  very  claim  for  land,  be- 
cause he  quoted  the  memorandum  which  the  In- 
dians always  set  up  as  their  part  of  the  treaty,  in 
which  the  whole  complaint  made  is  in  regard  to 
the  lands,  that  their  lands  were  taken  away, 
without  adverting  to  the  fact  that  they  received 
other  lands,  olid  better  lands,  from  the  hostile 
Creeks  higher  up. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  am  perfectly  well  satisfied  that, 
so  far  as  General  Jackson  took  the  hind  of  (he 
hostile  Creeks,  who  were  prostrated  in  a  stale  of 
war,  and  a  war  commenced  by  themselves,  under 
the  most  improper  circumstances,  he  had  a  right 
to  take  any  portion  of  the  country  he  pleased. 
But  when  you  come  to  the  friendly  Indians, 
those  who  had  adhered  to  us  faithfully,  it  presents' 
a  very  different  aspect,  and  I  think  it  exceedingly 
improper  and  irregular  to  take  an  acre  from  them 
when  they  had  been  our  friends  from  the  com- 
mencement. They  had  brought  themselvee  into 
a  state  of  hostility  with  their  brethren  on  that  very 
account.  The  turning  point  with  me  is,  to  know 
how  much  the  friendly  Creeks  actually  lost.  If 
they  lost  an  acre  I  am  willing  to  pay  them  for  it; 
if  they  lost  a  million  of  acres,  I  am  willing  to  give 
them  a  full  consideration. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  have  in  my  possession  a 
statement  from  the  Department  of  tne  Interior, 
made  up,  I  suppose,  from  the  actual  surveys  of 
the  countiy  as  now  known  to<exist;  and  it  shows, 
not  that  eight  millions  of  acres  were  taken,  but 
that  over  tnirteen  millions  of  acres  were  taken. 
We  have  compromised  the  matter  by  coming 
down  to  eight  millions,  and  then  reducing  the  pries 
proposed  to  be  paid,  from  that  recommended  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  twenty  cents, 
to  six  and  a  quarter  cents  an  acre; 

Mr.  CASS.  I' wish  to  inquire  as  tolhefhet 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  Viiginia,  whether  (hs 
Indiana  received  a  compensation  in  any  way  for 
the  land  which  was  taken  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  was  just  coming  to  that 
point.  The  plain  answer  to  that  is  one  which  I 
eave  when  I  was  discussing  this  subject  before. 
It  will  be  found,  on  reference  to  the  paper  which 
was  drawn  up  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  signed 
by  them,  and  submitted  at  the  time  as  their  part 
of  the  treaty,  and  which  they  requested  should 
be  ORit  on  to  the  Government  hers,  and  was  sent 
on;  that  they  assert  jhat  the  Lower  Creeks,  in- 
habiting the  lower  portion  of  the  country,  and 
occupying  the  towns  of  Coweta  and  others,  were 
the  owners  of  the  whole  country,  not  only  of  that 
which  the  hostiles  had  not  invaded,  luid  which 
had  not  been  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  but  that 
they  owned  the  upper  country  also.  They  assert 
that  the  people  who  were  there  then,  and  who 
were  hostile  to  them  and  to  the  United  States, 
were  not  originally  Muscogee  or  Creek  Indiana, 
but  fugitive  tribes,  who  haa  been  permitted  by  the 
Muscogees  to  come  upon  that  upper  country,  and 
occupy  it  by  grace  and  favor.  After  they  got 
possession  of  it  they  were  induced,  under  the  se- 
ductions of  Tecumseh,  who  went  down  and  sent 
his  agents  among  ibem,  to  maEe  war  in  favor  of 
England  against  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  friendly  or  Lower  Creeks,  who  would  not 
join  thsm  in  their  opposition  to  the  United  Sutes. 
The  Lower  Creeks,  who  asserted  in  this  part  of 
the  treaty,  that  they  were  the  owners  of  the  whole 
country,  took  up  arms  with  the  United  State*, 
and  for  a  considerable  portion  of  time  were' under 
the  command  of  United  States  officers,  and  under 
the  American  flag,  fighting  against  their  revolting 
brethren  or  friends,  and  in  favor  of  the  United 
States. 

Then  it  seems  that  the  upper  tribes  called  the 
Upper  Creeks  were  never,  in  point  of  fact,  Man- 
oogee  or  real  Creek  Indians  at  all.  They  never 
were  ajportion  of  that  nation.  They  were  there 
by  sufferance.  Well,  what  became  of  them? 
When  General  Jackson  undertook  to  assemble 
them  for  the  purpose  of  making  this  treaty  or 
capitulation,  they  made  their  escape.  But  one 
hostile  chief  met  General  Jackson  at  Fort  Jackson. 
The  rest  had  fied.  Where  had  they  gone  toi 
They  went  over  to  Florida,  and  joined  the  Semi- 
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notes,  Mtd,  I  undcratand,  that  term  itoslf  mgtx&tm 
"ninawaya."  Thty  became  incrafted  with  the 
other  Seminolea  or  runawav  Inaians;  and  there 
moat  of  them  have  remained  ever  since.  What 
was  given  pretendedly  at  the  time,  in  lieu  of  the 
lands  taken  under  the  capitulation ,  was  this  tipper 
country,  lying  between  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa 
rivers.  But  how  could  it  be  said  to  be  given 
to  the  Lower  Creeks?  It  was  already  theirs. 
The  upper  Indians  had  oeeupied  it  merely  by 
■ufferance.  by  permission  of  the  Lower  Creeks, 
who  were  the  real  owners  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  makes  that 
statement  on  the  authority  of  the  Indians  them- 
selves, who  are  interested  parties.  Now  i  under- 
stand that  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  who  lived 
in  that  country  t  says  it  did  belong  to  the  hostile 
Creeks. 

Mr.  WALKER.    Let  ms  assure  the  Senator 

from  Virginia  that  I  do  not  make  the  statement 

'  upon  the  authority  of  the  Indians,  the  interested 

esrtics,  but  upon  the  concession  of  agent  Haw- 
ins,  of  Qeneral  Pinchney,  and  of  the  various 
documents  which  are  set  out  in  the  memorial,  and 
in  the  report  which  I  have  in  manuscript.  These 
doeumenis  are  found  to  ran  through  a  long  period 
embraced  in  the  Ameriean  State  Papers  on  Indian 
affairs.  I  dadnce  it  from  sach  authority  as  that. 
I  never  spoke  with  one  of  these  Indians  in  my 
J  life. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  do  not  say  that  the  Senator 

spoke  with  riielndians;  but  betakes  thestatement 

from  the  assertions  of  the  Indians.    I  ihink  he  is 

>^  altogether  mistaken  as  to  the  assertions  of  Pinck- 

neyand  Hawkins. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Not  at  aU.  If  the  Senator 
vill  ezamine  the  ease,  be  will  find  that  agent 
Hawkins  states  that  when  General-  Jackson 
(bought  he  was  giving  them  an  equivalent,  they 
denied  that  he  was  doing  so;  and  h«  adds,  that  he 
concurs  with  them  in  opinion.  General  Pinchney, 
who  previously  hekl  the  command,  and  who,  it 
was  supposed,  would  make.the  capitulation,  held 
a  very  different  doctrine,  and  promised  very  dif- 
fetent  terms.  It  was  not  at  ail  wonderfql  that  the 
Indiaiw  were  overwhelmed  with  astonishment 
when,  after  having  fought  by  the  side  of  the 
Americans,  under  the  American  flag,  and  with 
American  commanders,  they  found  themselves 
converted  into  the  position  of  enemies,  and  made 
to  stand  off  in  th«  capacity  of  parties  capitulating 
n  enemies,  and  wers  forced  to  give  up  their  coun- 
try. In  addition  to  this,  it  wss  allegied  that  they 
were  remunerated,  when  thsy  were  left  only  a 
small  portion  of  theeouotry  which  was  originally 
theirs,  and  of  which  they  had  never  been  divested. 
The  position  which  they  occupied  in  respect  to  it 
was  just  this:  Tbey  could  at  any  time,  under  the 
custom  of  the  Indian  tribes,  if  they  had  the  power, 
have  driven  off  these  interlopers,  these  intruders 
.  upon  the  upper  country,  and  it  would  liave  been 
theirs.  They  could  have  put  an  end  to  the  ten- 
aneyat  sufferance,  and  told  the  hostiles  to  abandon 
the  country.  After  the  friendly  Creeks  and  the 
Amwicans  whipped  them,  they  did  abandon  it; 
and  the  hostiles  were  not  occupying  the  country 
at  the  time  General  Jsekson,  in  the  capitulation, 
left  it  to  the  friendly  Indians,  as  in  alleged,  by 
way  of  e<|uivalent  for  the  lands  which  he  made 
them  capitulate  away. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  .understand  the  Senator 
fh>mWisconsin  to  say  that  there  was  but  a  single 
hostile  chiif  who  entered  into  that  capitulation. 

Mr.  WALKER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Then  the  friendly  Creeks 
themselves  surrendered  the  land.  Tbey  were 
headed  by  Mcintosh  and  Big  Warrior,  whom  I 
knew-aswell  as  I  know  you,  Mr!  President. 
Mcintosh  and  bis  party  were  very  intelligent  and 
wall  informed  men.  He  went  on  and  made  treaties 
after  that,  from  year  to  year,  down  to  the  treaty 
of  Indian  Sfwing,  in  1835.  He  was  there,  and 
aided  in  making  that  treaty  of  1825;  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  it,  he  lost  his  lifs.  In  all  the  treaties, 
■  ttom  1814  down  to  the  lost  treaty  made  by  these 
Indians,  ali  the  matters  of  differenoe  between  them 
and  the  whites,  and  all  (he  claims  on  their  side, 
were  entered  iiKo.  But  no  claim  Was  presented 
nnder  these  treaties,  in  any  form  or  afaape,  for' 
any  loss  which  they  had  sustained  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government  under  this  capitulation  of  Itili. 
By  the  treaty  of  Indian  Spring,  they  ceded  their 
entire  country  in  Georgia;  but  there  was  not  a 
.  word  said  then  aitout  this  claim.    All  seeoied  to 


be  perfectly  satisfied  and  quiet.  What  right  have 
the  Aostiles  in  the  war  of  1814  to  complain  ?  They 
did  not  make  that  treaty;  they  cannot  claim  any- 
Xbiog  at  all;  and  the  friendly  Creeks  have  never 
claimed  anything  in  their  treaties.  Then,  what  I 
want  to  know  ie,  how  is  it  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  should  be  indebted  to  this 
people  |SOO,000,  when  they  never  presented  the 
olaidi  in  any  of  their  treaties? 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  concede  there  were  treaties 
made  at  different  periods,  from  1825,  I  believe, 
down  to  as  late  as  1837;  but  it  will  t>e  found,  if 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  will  advert  to  thoss 
treaties,  that  they  were  all  treaties  of  cession. 
He  asked  me  why  in  none  of  these  treaties  of 
cession  did  they  not  set  up  and  assert  this  claim? 
That  has  been  answered  m  two  ways. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  am  as  much  disposed  to  do 
justice  to  these  people  as  any  gentleman  on  tliis 
floor;  and  at  thu  point  I  desire  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. We  know  that  the  treaty  of  Indian 
Spring  was  made  with  these  Indians,  but  it  was 
abrogated  by  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 
At  a  subsequent  time  these  very  Indians  came  to 
the  city  of  Washington  and  here  made  a  treaty  of 
cession;  and  all  the  claims  and  difficulties  con- 
nected with  the  treaty  of  Indian  Spring  were  re- 
viewed, and  a  satisfactory  treaty  made,  closing  up 
all  the  concerns  between  the  whites  and  these  In- 

I  dians.  In  tlie  treaty  made  here  in  Washington 
city,  and  other  treaties  made  under  the  eyes  of 

I  Qeneral  Jackson  and  Mr.  Adams,  at  different 
times,  how  is  it  that  this  claim,  of  which  General 

I  Jackson  must  have  been  well-informed  in  1814, 

i  was  never  alluded  to  in  them?  I  hold  in  my  hand 
all  the  treaties.  I  have  reviewed  them  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  my  own  mind  as  to  the  pro- 

!  priety  of  voting  for  this  appropriation.  As  anx- 
ious as  I  am,  as  desirous  as  I  am  to  do  justice  to 
these  people,  whom  1  have  known  from  my  ear- 
liest recollection,  I  cannot  find  a  single  ground  on 
which  to  justify  myself  in  voting  away  the  public 
money,  as  proposed  in  this  amendment.  Hence 
I  have  asked,  from  time  to  time,  those  who  have 
investigated  the  question,  to  look  to  all  these 
treaties,  to  go  over  them,  and  tell  me  why  it  is 
that  their  whole  country  has  been  ceded,  and  all 
difficulties  closed  between  the  two  nations,  and 
yet  this  claim  sprung  up  at  this  late  day  }   • 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  is  conceded  that  while  the 
treaties  which  have  been  spoken  of  were  made 
between  1814  and  1837,  this  claim,  was  not  reas- 
serted in  the  negotiations  with  the  Government. 
Why  was  it  not  done?  We  have  attempted  to 
answer  that  in  two  ways.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Senator  will  find  that  not  only  was  the  claim 
which  is  now  asserted  pending  between  the 
Government  and  these  Inaians,  but  another  One, 
which  has  not  been  denied  by  the  Government, 
was  also  pending.  Now,  let  me  ask  him,  can  he  find 
in  any  of  those  treaties  any  allusioti  to  the  large 
amount  of  money  which  you  appropriated  and 
paid  to  the  Indians  only  two  years  ago?  And 
yet,  by  estopping  the  Indians  on  this  claim,  he 
would  estop  them  in  their  right  to  that  money  just 
as  much  as  he  would  to  this.  He  will  find  that 
the  treaties  maintain  a  silence  in  regard  to  both; 
and  if  his  view  on  this  point  be  correct,  be  Would 
cut  off  that  claim  as  much  as  this.  But,  sir,  did 
they  conceive  themselves  estopped,  by  the  making 
of  those  treaties,  from  asserting  their  claim  to  the 
money  which  we  paid  two  years' ago?  Not  at 
all;  but  they  continued  to  make  the  claim,  and 
long  since  the  last  treaty  was  made,  long  since 
these  people  were  settled  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  only  two  years  ago,  we  appropriated  the 
money  and  paid  it  to  them.  The  Senate  will 
observe,  also,  that  the  Indians,  at  the  very 
inception  of  this  matter,  laid  down  in  the  most 
solemn  form  they  could,  their  claim  to  right 
in  the  matter.  They  laid  dqgin  their  demand  in 
what  they  always  have  claimtd  to  be  their  part  of 
the  treaty.  It  never  has  been  complied  with. 
They  asserted  their  rights  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  that  protocol;  and  the  only  answer 
which  Qeneral  JacKson  gave  to  it,  was,  "That  is 
immaterial  to  me;  I  cannot  help  what  you  view 
as  your  rights;  I  do  not  deny  thst  you  are  the 
owners  of  the  soil,  and  that  your  children  have  a 
right  to  it;  but  I  say  that  there  are  politieg]  con- 
siderations sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  me  in 
taking  this  country."  Those  political  reasons 
have  liacn  mentioned  before.  He  did  takethe 
country.    When  they  fiiund  that  General  Jaijc- 


son  set  jbi^  foot  down  and  was  determined  to  have 
the  kind  o^ capitulation  which  he  compelled  them 
to  submit  to,  the  most  they  could  do  was  to  ask 
permission  ti^  put  in  an  enduring  form  their  under- 
standing of.toeir  rights.  They  put  it  in  that 
form.      .^    . 

The  document  was  sent  on  to  this  city,  became 
a  part  of  the  archives  of  the  country,  and  is  so  yet. 
Having  asserted  their  rights  at  that  early  day,  and 
in  that  permanent  form,  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
tbey  have  not  continued  at  every  point  of  negotia- 
tion to  reassert  their  claims  in  this  respect. 

It  will  be  found  by  the  honorable  Senator  that 
alt  their  sul>seqnent  negotiations  were  in  respeot 
to  other  country,  not  embraced,  of  course,  within  ^ 
the  country  covered  by  the  capitulation  of'1814. 
They  were  all  the  time  treating  in  regard  to  other 
country,  and  most  of  the  lime  in  regard  to  that 
which  Qeneral  Jackson  pretended  toliave  left  to 
them  as  an  equivalent-— that  lying  in  the  upper 
portion  of  their  original  country.  The  Govern- 
ment bought  portions  of  it  from  them  from  time  to 
time,  and  it  was  in  relation  to  it  that  they  were 
treating,  and  not  in  reference  to  the  country  in 
the  lower  portion  of  Alabama  and  Georgia.  While 
they  were  negotiating  these  treaties,  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  original  claim.  They  had 
enough  on  their  hands  with  the  Government  to 
enforce,  if  possible,  the  claima  for  spoliations, 
which  had  been  committed  on  themj  and  which  the 
Ghivernment,  beyond  all  doubt,  hod  promised  to 
pay  them  for. 

These  were  the  difliculties  under  which  they 
labored  during  the  time  this  matter  has  been 
pending.  The  inferences  drawn  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  arc  only  such  as  would  go  against 
this  claim  oecause  of  its  age.  It  the  Senator  is 
disposed  to  set  up  lapse  of  time  as  a  tiarricf  to  this 
claim,  that  argument  is  all  potent;  but  if  he  ap- 
plies it  by  way  of  an  estoppel  (p  their  rights, 
there  is  a  complete  replication  to  that  in  the  fact 
that  they  had  in  a  more  solemn  form  asserted  their 
rights;  tbey  never  abandoned  them;  and  he  can- 
not show  where  they  abandoned  them  in  the 
treaties;  tint  they  have  stood  upon  that  original 
assertion  of  their  rights;  and  since  the  claim  for 
damages  to  their  personal  property  has  been  ae^ 
tied,  tbey  come  forward  now  and  demand  that 
which  they  then  deemed  themselves  entitled  to  in 
reference  to  thair  real  estate.  That  is  the  view  I 
have  taken  of  it;  but  if  the  statute  of  limitations 
is  to  be  applied  against  the  Indians,  of  course  they 
are  gone. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  If  I  understand,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, the  precise  character  of  the  objection,  or  the 
foundation  for  the  doubts  in  the  mind  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  it  is  that  no  mention  was  made 
of  this  claim  in  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  in 
1821.  I  believe  that  was  called  the  treaty  of  the 
Broken  Arrow;  again,  in  the  treaty  of  1825,  prop- 
erly known  by  the  name  of  the  treaty  of  Indian 
Spring,  and  which  created  such  dissatisfaction  in 
the  nation  that  a  portion  of  the  friendly  Creeks, 
and  all  the  hostiles,  arose  snd  burnt  General 
Mcintosh,  who  was  the  negotiator  of  that  treaty, 
and  induced  the  Government,during  Mr.  Adams's 
administration,  to  conciliate  the  Inaians  by  mak- 
ing a  treaty  in  1826,  by  which  it  was  acKnowl- 
edged  that  the  treatyof  18S5  was  invalid, and  that 
it  was  made  against  the  consent  of  the  authorities 
of  the  nation.  These  treaties,  in  addition  to  the 
final  treaty,  which,  I  believe,  was  made  in  1830, 
the  Senator  says  were  made  without  any  mention 
or  recognition  of  this  claim,  and  without  contain- 
ing any  allusion,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  to 
the  fact  that  they  preferred,  or  had  such  a  claim  in 
existence. 

Now,  in  answer  to  that,  I  will  allude  to  one 
solitary  fact,  to  show,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
presumption  arising  out  of  their  silence  upon  the 
record,  this  claim  had  its  existence  amonp;  the  In- 
dians themselves,  during  the  whole  period  from 
1814  up  to  the  time  when  they  actually  presented 
the  claim.  That  fact  is  this:  In  1842,  when  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  wna  presid- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  an  agent 
of  the  Government  was  sent  among  all  the  Indian 
tribes  to  ascertain  if  there  were  upon  their  part 
any  unsatisfied  grievances,  any  claims  which  had 
not  been  properly  attended  to.  When  that  agent, 
Mr.  Hitchcock,  who  afterwards  made  an  interest- 
ing report  of  all  his  proceedings,  went  to  the 
Creek  nation,  and  called  the  Creek's  together  in 
council  around  him;  one  of  the  chiefs,  who  was 
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the  Rpeaker  on  that  occasion,  Opothlr^oholo,  a 
name  whicR  is  famiKar  in  conn«eti»n  with  the 
history  of  the  Creeic  war  of  1814,  anMe,  and  spoke 
of  this  rtry  claim  for  laVid  as  orte'idf  the  anaatts- 
■flni  claims  of  the  Creek  nation  a|ti>inst'the  United 
Slates  at  that  lime.  That  was  as  late  as  1843.  1 
only  mention  this  fact  to  show  that  (he  chiim  was 
never  abandoned  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks;  but, 
however  hopeless,  however  desperate  th>  diffi- 
cnltiea  in  prosecuting  their  other  claim  may  have 
rendered  them  in  regard  to  this,  yet  ihey  never 
abandoned  it,  bat  it  lived  during  all  the.  discon- 
tents of  the  nation,  and  never  was  forgncton. 
This  fact  is  well  ntiested  by  the  report  of  Mr. 
Hitchcock,  in  1843,  a  long  time  after  the  condu- 
aionvf  these  treaties,  the  silence  of  which  on  this 
chiim  is  inferred  by  the  Senator  (rom  Oeorgia  to 
be  eonclosive  evidence  that  it  never  existed. 

I  will  mention  another  fact  also.  Congress,  by 
the  act  of  185S  and  the  act  of  1617,  did  acknowf- 
edge  the  obligation  of  this  Qovernment  to  satisfy 
and  perform  the  promises  which  were  held  out  in 
the  Irtter  of  33d  April,  1814,  written  by-  General 
Pinrkney  to  the  fnendly  Creeks,  as  iniiucements 
to  the  hostiles  to  come  in  and  cspitalate.  That 
claim  was  prosecuted  here,  and  was  preferred  by 
delegation  after  delegation,  sent  here  at  intervals 
of  two  or  three  years,  for  thirty  or  forty  years 
consecutively;  the  juatice  of  it  was  afterwards 
acknowledged  by  dongress.  The  records  of  its 
prosecution  are  contained  on  the  Ilea  of  the  Indian 
department.  It  was  preferred  by  authorized  dele- 
ffstions,  year  after  year;  and  yet  it  was  just  as  re- 
markably omitted  in  all  treaties,  as  was  this 
national  claim  for  the  spoliation  of  their  lands.  I 
mention  this  to  show  that  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  recognize  these  claims  in 
their  treaties  constitutes  no  evidence  at  all  that 
the  Indians  ever  abandoned  them.  It  shows  that, 
■o  far  as  thtyven  concerned,  we  cannot,  without 
the  greatest  mjustiee,  infer  an  abandonment  of  the 
claim  from  the  simple  fact  that  the  treaties  which 
they  eondnded  with  the  Government,  in  the  mean 
time,  are  stlehttm  the  subject. 

How,  sir,  I  will  advert  to  a  fcct,  for  the  satis- 
-fiiction  of  the  Senator  from  Miehi^n.  I  win  state 
liere  the  official  record  of  the  considerations  which 
induced  General  Jackson,  on  .the  one  part,  to  de- 
'm8od,and  the  friendly  Creeks,  on  the  other  part, 
to  assent  to  the  terms  of  this  extraordinary  treaty 
of  capitulation.  This  is  the  report  of  Colonel 
Hawkins,  an  old  and  trusted  acent  of  the  Creek 
Indiansi  appointed  by  General  Washington. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  know  him  well. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Perhaps  he  was  one  of 
the  most  fair  and  honest  men  that  ever  officiated 
in  that  department.  He  was  present  at  the  time 
the  treaty  was  formed;  and  he  says,  speaking  of 
it,  that  General  Jackson  had  not  only,  in  con- 
formity with  his  instructions,  taken  the  portion  of 
the  hostile  country  em.braced  in  the  present  State 
of  Alabama,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  war,  but,  by 
a  line  produced  into  the  State  of  Georgia,  had 
taken  about  eight  millions  of  acres  of  land  noto- 
riously the  property  of  the  friendly  Creek  Indians. 
He  speaks  of  it  in  this  way: 

'"  It  lUuek  me  forcibly  at  tbe  time  Uiat  the  General, 
wbn  wan  suthorixed  only  lo  remln  land*  conquered  from 
the  iHMrfle*  to  iiidrmniry  (be  Untied  Stales  for  ihe  eipsnm 
of  liM  war,  riioBld  talie  iiesriy  eiglit  nriMons  of  aem  from 
'  IbH  friendly  Isdisu,  ov«r  and  above  all  tbe  luintlnf  ground* 
of  Ifae  Friendly  Upper  Creeka,  giving,  without  cunMjItiiig 
1ti>>rn,  what  bn  called  flu  pquivalrnt,  wMcb  Ihpy  did  not 
d'ein  anch,  and  did  not  fl^l  himHif  aaHwrized  to  ndjait 
Uili  eqaliaMc  claim  of  ibidn.'' 

It  will  be  seen  what  eleellent  diplomatists  the 
Indians  were  on  an  occasion  of  that  kind;  how 
they  saw  through  ^e  absurdity  of  the  pretension 
of  General  Jackson,  that  he  could  take  lands  from 
them  for  political  reasons,  while  at  the  same  time 
there  wu  no  correlative  power  on  his  part  to  in- 
demnify them;  and  that  whereas  his  instructions, 
extended  only  to  retaining  lands  nut  of  the  con- 
quered country,  he  could  overstep  his  instructions, 
and  take  eight  millions  of  acres  of  land,  not  as 
.indemntt;^,  Uut  merely  for  the  purpose  of  answer^ 
ing  certain  political  objects  *•  Interesting  to  the 
United  States."  These  political  reasons,  however 
satisfactory  they  were,  however  conclusive  an 
apology  they  were  on  the  part  of  General  Jackson 
for  extorting  such  a  treaty— and  they  were  valid 
for  that  purpose — contain  no  argument  why  we 
should  not  make  compensation.  It  was  neces- 
sary of  course  that  a  broad  belt  of  country  settled 
by  the  whites  shoulid  b*  interposed  between  A» 


hostile  Creeks  on  the  one  hand,  and  tbeSeminolea 
and  Spaniards  in  Florida  on  the  other;  bat  how- 
ever necessary  it  was  to  General  Jackson  fbr  this 
reason  to  take  that  strip  of  country,  it  formed  no 
reason  in  the  world,  as  the  Indians  say,  why  we 
should  not  pay  for  it. 

The  result  was,  it  seems,  at  last,  being  prostra- 
ted, not  being  admitted  to  discuss  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  at  all,  reluctantly  acquiescing  and  stating  to 
Oeneraljackson  that  they  were  friends, that  there 
were  no  hostile  chiefs  present  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  the  terms  of  capitulation,  they  submit- 
ted to  the  running  of  these  lines,  although  by  so 
doing  they  permitted  a  spoliation  of  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  acres  out  of  their  country,  on  condition' 
that  he  would  allow  them  to  append  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  supplement  or  protocol  to  the  treaty, 
in  which  ihey  should  assert  their  claims  under  the 
letter  of  General  Pinckney  to  be  protected,  and 
declare  also  the  great  wrong  tlone  to  them  by  this 
act  of  his,  anil  be  allowed  to  express  their  reliance 
and  firm  confidence  m  the  justice  of  the  United 
States — a  confidence  which  has  not  been  redeemed 
from  that  day  to  this,  except  as  to  compensation 
for  their  property  destroyed,  leaving  this  ereat 
natinnal  claim  entirely  unredeemed  and  unpro- 
vided for  from  that  day  to  this. 

I  have  shown  belbre  that  they  have  kept  the 
history  of  this  claim  alive  through  the  traditionary 
discontents  of  their  nation;  that  they  have  never 
abandoned  it,  although  their  conduct  was  such  as 
to  show  that  they  had  little  hope  during  the  time 
that  they  prosecuted  the  other  claim  of  obtaining 
satisfaction  for  this.  General  Jackson,  when  asked 
why  he  transcended  his  instructions,  and  took  the 
landsfrom  the  friendly  Creeks,  instead  of  the  hos- 
tile Indians,  answered: 

"  He  did  it  from  political  motivet— In  prevent  an  inler- 
courra  htuweentlie  Indiant  indthoSptniirdsand  Bngliidi 
In  the  Plnrida* ;  to  have  a  bordar  In  know  and  aenirateM^ 
•n*mie>  from  bia  friend*,  wbicb  ws*  aa  beasfleial  to  the 
friendly  IndiUf  as  to  Itae  United  Slate* ;  and  alco  gave'the 
friendly  Indian*  tbe  land*  in  tbe  fork  of  Tallapoosa  and 
Coo»a.'* 

These  considerations,  aa  I  have  aaid,  were  very 
satisfactory  to  Generad  Jackson ;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  he  told  the  friendly  Indiana 
that  the  spoliation  he  committed  against  them  was 
for  their  benefit.  They  could  not  exactly  see  the 
propriety  of  the  logic  by  which  be  came  to  this 
conclusion.  They  could  see  that  it  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States;  but,  separated  as  it 
was  from  any  compensation  to  them,  they  never 
yielded  their  consent  to  it.  That  consideratioo, 
nowever  important  it  was  to  the  tTnited  States, 
was  not  important  to  the  Indians.  It  was  of  no 
advantage  to  them  that  the'hostiles  should  be  sep- 
anited  ^om  the  discontented  Seminoles  and  the 
British  and  Spanish  emissaries  in  Florida;  but 
General  Jackson  did  say  to  them  that  he  gave 
ihem  what  he  called  an  equivalent.  It  consisted 
of  lands  which,  according  to  the  stipulation,  were 
to  be  asnigned  to  the  hostiles,  and  left  to  them  in 
the  forks  of  the  Tallapoosa  and  Coosa.  As  to 
that  equivalent,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  Committee 
on  Indian  AflTairs  have  a  map  which  shows  rela- 
tively the  size  of  the  country  which  was  taken 
from  them,  and  the  size  of  the  country  which  waa 
said  to  be  an  equivalent.  The  amount  taken  covers 
upon  that  map  probably  much  more  than  is  cov- 
ered by  a  page  of  the  book  from  which  1  read,  [the 
State  Papers — a  large  octavo,]  while  the  amount 
Of  territory  which  he  called  an  equivalent,  and 
which  was  given  over  to  the  possession  of  the 
hostiles,  ana  not  the  friendly  Creeks,  would  be 
covered  by  the  size  of  a  Spanish  dollar. 

I  do  not  suppose  there  were  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  or  two  hundred  thousand  acres 
in  the  forks,  between  the  Coosa  and  the  Talla- 
pooaa — lands  which  were  supposed  to  be  an 
equivalent  for  eight  or  ten  millions  of  acres,  and 
not  given  exclusivffy  to  the  friendly  Indians,  but 
lands  on  which  he  allowed  the  hostiles  to  remain. 
That  brought  forth  from  the  speaker  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  Big  Warrior,  an  exclamation  which 
was  most  natural  under  the  circumstances: 

"  The  apeakrr  asked  where  the  boatile*  were  lo  be  placed 
If  he  took  all  their  land  ?  Hi*  answer  was,  you  have  room 
enough  to  lake  them  aaMnn  ynu.  Tha  speaker  said  the 
war  was  not  yelseMed,  and  ihey  were  called  on  for  land* 
lo  pay  lh«  expenses  of  it :  and  before  it  was  selUed,  he  sop- 
posedSberc  would  be  anoiber  call.  Tbe  eenerol  replied, 
he  wnulil  inke  upnn  bimself  to  settle  it.  If  it  lasted  nrenty 
years,  wlllioat  calling  for  any  more  land." 

That  was  the  moat  natural  exclamation  in  the 
world,  when  he  was  taking  eight  raHlion  aerae  of 


land  from  hi*  allies,  the  friendly  Creeks,  and 
giving  them  what  faa  called  a  compensation  oY 
equivalent,  some  one  hundred  tfaouaand  or  two 
hundred  thousand  acres,  lyii^  in  the  middle  of 
Ihe  country  copqnered  from  the  hostiles,  on  which 
they  were  indiscriminately  to  be  placed  with  tbe 
hoetiles.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  they  did  not 
regard  it  ae  an  equivalent;  it  is  no  wonder, that 
they  regarded  this  whole  diplomacy  as  extraordi- 
nary, as  unwarranted  by  the  instructions  of  Qen- 
erat  Jackson;  equally  unjust  to  them,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  General  Piackney, 
who  had  assured  them  of  a  very  different  course 
of  treaimerit;  for  he  bad  required  tfce  hoalilca  to 
come  in.  I  hope  these  explanations  are  sati*- 
factory  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  am  ineHne4  to  think  that  I  - 
shall  vote  for  this  amendment;  and  I  demre  to 
slate  in  a  few  words  why- 1  shall  do  it.  It  seems 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  we  took  abnot 
eight  millions  of  acres  of  land  from  these  Indian*. 
It  is  asserted  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  that  we 
never  paid  anything  for  it.  Now,  if  the  Oovem- 
ment  takes  the  ground  that  it  has  f>aid  for  it,  I 
apprehend  it  devolves  on  the  Government  toshow 
that  fact  to  be  true.  The  Indians  assert,  and  we 
admit,  that  we  got  the  land.  They  say  we  paid 
nothing  for  it ;  and  clearly,  if  that  tie  so,  w*  ought 
to  pay  something  for  i^  If  we  ever  have  paid,  I 
repeat,  the  oniu  is  upon  us  to  show  that  we  bavsk 
paid  it,  and  how  we  paid  it. 

The  only  suggesiion  against  the  claim,  which  I 
hear  from  any  quarter,  comes  from  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hitntck,]  and  it  is,  that  we 
gave  the  Indians  an  equivalent  in  other  lands. 
Did  they  agree  to  take  n?  I  suppose  trading  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  United  States  to  be 
regulated  by  the  same  laws  ae  govern  two  etvilisad 
men  or  nations — there  most  be  an  agreement,  la 
there  Any  pretense  that  the  Indians  ever  agreed 
to  take  thia  country?  Did  they  not  protest  against 
it  at  the  time  as  being  no  equivalent  for  the  coon-  . 
try  which  waa  wrested  fiwss  them  ?  I  DmierataMl 
they  dkl.  The  Senator  fivm  Virginia  shakes  his 
head.  1  understand  the  Indians eaid  at  thetiiiM 
that  the  arrangement  did  not  snittheai;  but  when 
General  Jackson  urged  it  upon  them, and  assigned  . 
what  were  said  to  Iw  political  rsasons— and  what 
I  think  were  very  good  reasons,  too— for  making 
that  arrangement,  they  finally  eonaented  to  it 
tinder  duress — not  aa  a  voluntary  thing,  bat  with 
a  promise  that  they  abould  have  compensatmi 
thereafter. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  asks  if 
other  lands  were  not  given  them  in  exehange? 
If  other  lands  had  been  given  to  the  Indians,  snd 
they  had  agreed  to  lake  them,  there  was  a  dosing 
up  of  the  transaction;  but  even  if  they  got  other 
lands  outside  of  the  Indian  country,  to  which 
neither  hostiles  nor  friendly  Creeks  had  anydairo. 
was  that  an  equivalent?  When  have  yon  evrr 
bought  out  Indians  that  you  have  not  given  thcai 
other  lands?  Was  it  any  equivalent  to  the  Cheo- 
taWB  and  Chickasaws,  when  you  purchased  them 
out  in  Mississippi,  to  the  Cherokees  in  Georgia, 
and  other  large  tribea,  and  sent  west,  that  you  gave 
them  homes  there  forthe  homes  they  abandoned? 
May  you  take  an  Indian  tribe's  home  from  them, 
drive  them  out  from  their  camps,  break  up  all 
their  family  arrangements,  and  send  them  into  a 
new  country,  because  you  give  them  other  lands 
in  plaee  of  those  which  you  take  ?  It  is  the  fiist 
time  I  ever  heard  the  pretense  assumed.  Yon  al- 
ways give  them  other  lands,  but  you  also  pay 
them  for  the  lands  which  they  have  leA.  That 
was  the  course  which  you  pursued  with  tbeCboe- 
taws,  with  the  Chickasaws,  with  the  Cherekeee, 
and  with  every  ether  tribe  which  you  have  emi- 
grated, i  see  no  reason  why  the  same  eoutte 
should  not  have  been  pursued  with  the  Creeks, 
«nd  especially  with  the  friendly  Creeks. 

Bat  I  simply  rose  to  say' that  my  mind  was 
upon  this  pomt,  that  if  we  took  the  land,  as  is  as- 
serted, anil  have  paid  hothingibr  it,  «•  oniiht  lo 
payferitnow.  AstosettinguptbestatitteofKniit- 
ation  against  the  Indians,  it  is  ail  hombog.  This 
Goivemment  is  the  last'pn  earth  that  oiigM  to  talk 
about  the  stiitnte  of  llinitalion;  for  who  dee*  net 
know  that  claims  are  before  as  for  ten,  twenty, 
thirty,  fevty,  and  flfty  years,  as  just  claims  as 
possibly  can  be  made,  and  finally  are  abandon^ 
and  given  up  in  deepdir,  because  Congress  eamiet 
be  induced  to  act  upon  tbem  ?  AndshaH  we  take 
kdvantan  of  ouf  own  wMilg;  and  beea—swdid 
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'not  do  right  forijr  years  ago,  and  have  not  done 
right  between  that  period  and  now,  shall  we  re- 
fuae,  after  forty  or  a  hundred  years  more,  to  do 
right?  The  question  with  me  is  not  whether  there 
hw  beeti  delay  in  this  transaction,  (because  delay 
would  only  convince  me  that  we  ought  now  to  do 
^hat  we  oui;ht  to  have  done  before^  but  transla- 
ting ourselves  back  to  the  point  ofbeginnin^,  what 
ouebt  to  have  been  done  in  reference  to  this  tribe 
of  Indiana  at  the  time  they  were  induped  to  sur- 
render the  lands.  If  we  took  eight  millions  of 
{teres  «f  land,  we  ought  to  pay  for  it.  If  we  have 
not  paid  for  it,  we  ought  to  do  it  now. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  Mr.  President,  I  did 
not  intend  to  say  anythiitg  on  the  question  now 
under  oonsiderauop,  but  as  1  have'  been  referred 
io  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
{loNrca,]  it  becomes  necessary  that  I  should  make 
•  few  obsenrations  upon  the  amendment  before  the 
Senate. 

Sir,  I  was  raised  upi»i  the  borders  of  the  coun- 
try of  these  Indians.  My  boyhood  was  spent  qo 
their  eastern  border  when  the  Ocmulgee  river  was 
the  dividing  line  between  the  S^late  of  Georgia  and 
the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians.  At  the  close  of  the 
yrv  in  ISU,  when  still  quite  a  youth,  I  removed 
to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  selUed  within  a  few 
inilcs  of  where  I  now  reside,  at  what  was  then 
mUed  Fort  Jackson,  the  point  ^t  which  this  treaty 
was  made,  apd  v^en  General  Jackson  closed  the 
war  with  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  1814.  I 
lived  for  the  first  year  after  1  removed  there  liter- 
ally amoO£  the  Indians.  I  knew  nearly  all  their 
T/animg  men,  and  especially  many  of  those  whose 
oames  are  affixed  to  the  treaty.  My  sympathies 
wj^  with  the  Indians,  and  particularly  wiih  that 
j^ibs  of  Indians  for  whose  benefit  this  appropria- 
tion Is  j)ropo«ed,  tbaut  whom  I  know  much.  I 
bav<!  lisieged  with  »  great  deal  of  patience  and 
anxiety  to  jgenjIeQifn  who  hare  discussed  thi^a 
i)ueatiQn  to  see  if  they  could  convince  me  that  it 
was  proper  for  n^e  tg  cast  my  vote  for  this  amend- 
pient. 

I  ^n,ow  forne  of  the  Cree]c  jeleeation  who  jire 
now  )n  this  city  pressing  this  claim.  I  know 
^pothteyoholo.  I  jcnow  Marshall,  the  other  chief 
whf  is  here;  and  I  Icnow  intimately  the  very 
worthy  and  eatimable  gentleputp  who  is  the  a^ent 
•uperintending  this  claim.  I  have  listened  with  a 
great  de»(  or  interest  to  his  explanation  of  it, 
Jo  see  if  he  could  satisfy  me  of  the  propriety  of 
Voting  for  it.  1  have  also  listened  attentively  to  all 
llMht  has  been  said  by  thoaa  Senators  who  have 
ftdvocated  the  amendmeiil.  I  attended  with  pleas- 
ure to  the  elaborate  and  able  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ettor  frogi  Wisconsin  [Mr.  t^AucEM]  some  day» 

fp  oa  tk'v  subject;  and  I  was  muc}i  interested 
i«  (noTning  with  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
i(n  Arkansas;  but,  air,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fiatisfy  myself  that  loao,  with  propriety,  vote  for 
^e  vmeoamcnt, 

I,  perhaps.  I(nowmo.r«froro  personal  oliservation 
iltanldofrom  averv  critical  examination  of  hislor- 
loal  facta  connect^  w>lh  this  matter,  although  I 
have  looked  into  }>..  When  the  war  of  1812  was 
3sclared  1  lived  upon  ^e  eastern  frontier  of  the 
country  OQCUued by  this  tribe;  and, although  then 
auite  ^boyi  the  excitinj;  scenes  which  transpired 
(Hong  that  frontier  are  still  yividly  in  ray  recollec- 
tioD..  1  rerooveduM  I  spid  before,  at  the  close  of 
Jhe  war,  id  the  wt  of  1815,  and  settled  in  the 
country  which  bad  been  the  heart  of  the  hostile 
operations,  and  may,  therefore,  ba  permitted  to 
know  AomcthiBg  in  regard  to  them.  I  am  not 
dispoted  to  place  myself  here  as  a  barrier  to  this 
<cil«i|l><  but,  sir,  I  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  a 
Very  great  tiroehaatinterveoed  between  the  alleged 
YroAg  of  which  complaint  is  now  made  and  the 
present  moment.  I  look  at  this  lapse  of  time  as 
evidence  tMt  the  actors  in  the  scene,  the  promi- 
nent liieiD  who  figured  with  General  Jackson  in 
ttiat  t^ar,  Bn4  who  consummated  the  treaty  with 
bimt  never  thoi^ght  of  such  a  claim.  So  far  as 
jnv  kno,wledge'  extends,  they  never  whispered  a 
•pljtaty  word  in  reference  to'any  such  claim  on 
the  Federal'  Government.  Why,  sir,  the  Big 
Jlfil^ifp^lti^Q^^  Uie  lift  of  Uipse  wbd  s|goed 


that  treaty,  was  among  the  most  remarkable  natr 
ural  men  that  I  evw  saw.  He  almost  reigned 
supreme  over  his  nation.  He  was  the  great  chief 
of  what  were  called  the  Middle  »nd  the  Upper 
Creeks.  Scarcely  inferior  to  him  was  Mcintosh 
and  the  Liule  Prince,  who  were  called  the  head 
chiefs  of  the  Co  wetas  nr  eastern  Indiana.  To  one 
who  knew  these  men  as  well'aii  I  did,  or  knew 
their  love  of  money  and  their  disposition  to  ac- 
quire it,  it  would  aeem  strange  that,  if  this  claim 
really  existed,  if  they  believed  it  was  a  just  one,' 
Ihey  never  presented  it  during  their  lifetime.  I 
know  6f  no  man  within  the  circle  of  my  acquaint- 
ance who  would  have  applied  sooner  thain  they 
would  for  the  payment  of  anr  just  demand,  ea- 
pecially  when  we  consider  tfa^  amoant  claimed — 
half  a  million  of  dollars. 

Why,  sir,  Mcintosh,  a*  I  have  always  under- 
stood, paid  the  penalty  of  his  life  in  eonsequenee 
of  the  dispositiqa  which  he  made  against  the 
wishes  of  a  large. portion  of  his  tribe,  of  the  coun- 
try of  bis  tribe,  and  bemuse  of  a  large  amount  of 
money  which  it  was  alleged  had  been  paid  to  hiai 
to  obtain  a  cession  of  Sie  Creek  eoumry,  over 
which  he  assumed  a  right  to  conhFot..  The  eaun- 
trv  was  sold  agaipet  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and 
Mcintosh  w&s  murdere^y  abaod  of  them  bsodcd 
by  oo^of  the  principal  chiefs  belonging  to  Ihehns- 
iiles  in  the  war  of  1812.  Sir,  if  you  tell  me  that 
the  Big  Warrior  and  the  Little  Prince  and  William 
Mcintosh  sjept  over  their  rights  for  this  length  of 
time,  and^ver  whispered  to  this  Government 
that  they  had  a  Just  demand,  you  would  impress 
upon  my  mind  things  which  I  cannot  believe. 
This  consideraUon  has  been  the  great  diQiculty 
with  me  in  coming  to  anything  like  a  sali^factory 
conclusion  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  1  do  not 
set  up  the  lapse  of  time  asan  estoppel  to  the  claim, 
but  1  oppose  it  because  1  believe  the  parties  never 
thought  themselves  entitled  to  it. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  quantity 
of  land  assigned  (,he  friendly  Creeks.  The  war 
-raged  up  and  down  the  Alabama  river,  to  the 
junction  of  the  Cooaa  and  Tallapoosa,  and  ex- 
tended up  those  two  rivers  as  high  as  the  Chero- 
kee line.  The  first'  battle  which  the  troops  under 
General  Jackson  fought  was  at  Tallasahatchce. 
That  Indian  town  lies  now  in  the  county  of 
Benton,  one  Of  the  most  floarishing  and  pop- 
ulous counties  in  the  Slate  of  Alabama.  Be- 
low that  lies  the  county  of  Talladega,  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  celebrated  battle-ground 
of  Talladega,  where  General  Jackson  deaK  such 
destruction  to  the  hostile  Creeks,  who  had  be- 
sieged for  several  daye  a  portion  of  friendly  In- 
dians.    ^^ 

Mr.  HtJWTER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
fW>m  Alabama  whether  my  impression  is  correct 
in  regard  to  thik  matter;  for  I  understand  that 
these  coqnties  belonged  to  the  heetiie  ladians,  and 
were  given  under  the  capitulation  to  tne  friendly 
Indians? 

Mr.  FIT2PATRICK.  That,  sir,  fs  my  under- 
standing.  It  was  hostile  country.  There  were 
but  few  friendly  Indians  settled  in  this  country 
during  the  war  of  1812.  The  great  bulk  of  them 
were  hostile.  Those  who  were-  friendly,  how- 
ever, fied  to  the  Tennessee  and  the  Georgia  eettle- 
ments — perhaps  mostly  to  Tennessee — for  succor 
and  relief,  and  united  with  the  whites,  where 
many  of  them  became  efficient  auxiliaries  to  the 
commanding  generals  in  conducting  their  armiM 
into  the  heart  of  the  Creek  nation.  The  junction 
of  the  two  rivers  was  the  seat  of  war,  although 
there  was  no  prominent  battle  fought  there.  Near 
the  junction  was  one  of  the  most  populous  Creek 
towns  at  that  time  in  the  whole  Creek  nation — the 
town  of  Coosawda — the  first  town,  if  I  am'  not 
incorrectly  informed,  at  which  Tecvntseh  held 
his  grand  talk  with  the  Creek  chief*  in  that  vi- 
emity.  t  live  within  three  miles  and  a  half  of  that 
town  now,  and  I  went  there  when  the  whole 
neighborhood  was  a  wilderness,  and  inhabited  by 
hardly  any  one  but  Indians.  The  very  chief  with 
whom  Tecnmseh  talked  was  one  of  the  warriors 
who  fought  at  the  battle  of  Calebee.  Such  is  my 
undetatanding.    Prom  th^  point  Teemnteb  weQt 


up  among  the  hostiles  between  the  two  rivers,  •n4 
ultimately  to  Tucabachee,  where  he  held  hieciand 
council  with  tlie  Big  Warrior,'  who  failed  to  lak* 
his  counsel,  and  was  charged  by  him  with  cow- 
ardice. The  hostile  country  then  was  from  Font 
Mimma  iwd  below,  up  the  Alabama  river  to  the 
points  to  which  I  have  before  alluded. 

It  is  very  difficult,  however,  to  define  what  line* 
govern  InJions  in  the  disposition  of  their  propr 
erty,  or  the  claims  thsy  set  up  for  their  landl. 
Ho  Lower  Creek,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends, went  to  the  land  assigned  according  to  th« 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  wub  General  J^ckaoo, 
except  the  Big  Warrior  and  his  adherents,  if  tbcjr 
could  be  called  Lower  Creeks.  They,  howcvtr, 
reaided  there  before  the  war  broke  out.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  tbe  war,  what  were  caUed  the 
Creek  or  Muscogee  nation  owned  a  luge  portion 
of  the  State  of  Geatgia,  froni  the  Ocmulgee  riv«r 
to  the  western  line  of  Alabama,  as  it  is  now  fixed, 
to  the  then  border  between  the  Chodave  and  the 
Cbickosaws.  1  will  hot  unideriake  to  say  wb«t 
was  the  dividing  lice  betiveeo  tiie  Tallapoosa  an4 
Coosa  Indians,  and  the  Ciuttahnochee  and  Flint 
River  Indians,  because  there  was  no  regulaHjr 
marked  or  dividing  line  between  them.  They 
seem  to  have  rather  distinct  hunting  grounds,  in- 
stead of  separate  and  distinct  tracts  of  country.  It 
I  am  not  mistaken,  however,  and  I  have  trav^a4 
through  the  whole  of  that  country,  iIm  bo«til4|i 
extended  along  the  tributaries  of  tne  Tallapoosa 
and  the  Alabsima  until  ypu  come  to  the  diridinK 
waters  between  the  Alabama,  Tallapaosa,  and 
Chattahoochee.  That  is  what  I  understand  to  b# 
the  hostile  country  inhabited  by  the  Indians  whu 
wsged  war  upon  the  citizeps  of  Georgia,  aa4 
what  was  thea  the  Crootier  of  the  MiasieaiBBi 
Territory. 

The  Creek  Indiana  who  adhered  to  the  Big 
Warrior,  had  too  much  intelligence  and  too  much 
sagacity  to  unite  with  the  hostile  Indians.  I  knew 
many  of  these  friendly  Indians.  I  lived  among 
them,  and  knew  their  capacity  to  assertand  main-  ' 
tain  their  rights.  Many  of  them  lived  in  the  part 
of  Alabania  where  1  first  resided.  1  recollect,  and 
shall  ever  recollect,  that  the  Big  Warrior  at  one 
time  came  with  a  sealed  letter  to  the  gentleman 
with  whom  1  was  living,  and  asked  him  to  read 
it.  He  said  he  was  apprehensive  it  contained 
mischief,  and  the  "  forked  tongues'  talk,"  to  use 
his  language.  The  letter  was  broken  open,  and 
it  was  found  to  be  from  Arbuthnot,  in  Florida, 
who  was  endeavoring  to  urge  him  and  his  people 
to  take  up  arms  and  destroy  the  inhabitants  liv- 
ing in  the  newly  acquired  territory,  and  to  smoke 
the  great  pipe  of  peace  with  the  people  of  New 
Providence  and  the  Spanish  settlements.  The 
eentleman  with  whom  1  resided,  read  the  letter  to 
the  Big  Warrior,  and  next  morning,  being  sum- 
mer time,  he  took  him  out  under  the  shade  of  a 
large  tree,  and  said  he  wanted  to  hear  his  "  talk." 
The  Big  Warrior  told  him  that  he  had  made  that 
treaty  with  General  Jackson;  that  General  Jack- 
son was  a  straight  forward,  plain  man;  that  ha 
himself  was  tired  of  war;  that  many  of  his  people 
had  been  destroyed  in  the  war,  and  he  was  utterly 
opposed  to  its  renewal;  he  was  contented  with  his 
condition,  and  he  said  that  the  message  of  Ar- 
buthnot  should  make  no  impression  on  his  tribe. 
Such  was  tlie  language  of  that  remarkable  red 
man.  I  recollect,  too,  that  a  portion  of  the  neigh- 
bors, then  new  settlers  in  that  Territory,  collected 
in  the  course  of  the  morning,  to  ascertain  wh^ 
would  be  the  Big  Warrior's  determination  on  the 
communication  made  to  him  by  Arbuthnot.  jle 
directed  the  interpreter  to  say  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  the 
gentleman  with  whom  1  was  living,  and  thoss 
standing  by,  that  they  need  entertain  no  alarm, 
no  anprehenaion;  that  his  name  waste  the  treaty, 
and  he  Intended  to  maintain  the  treaty  sacredly. 
This  gave  peace  and  quietness  to  the  settlers. 

My  knowledge  of  the  country,  which  is  now 
claimed-  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Indiana, 
under  the  treaty  of  1814,  lying  east  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, is  very  limited;  but  from  what  1  know 
of  the  country  lying  south  and  west  of  that,  and 
within  the  limits  of  Alabama,  I  think  that  Gen- 
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eral  JackMn  nat  only  did  the  United  Statea  a 
tflcrrietf',  Irat  did  the  Indiana  thetnaehm  a  aarvica ' 
in  running  a  line  which  would  out  off  all  commu- 
nication between  the  Seminolea  and  the  Creeka. 
General  Jackson  afaowed  great  political  forecast, 
not  only  for  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates, 
iiut  for  the  Indians  themseWes,  in  cutting  off*  all 
communications  between  the  Indians  as  well  as 
4bs  American  citizens  within  dnr  own  limits,  and 
'4k«  Indians  in  ^e  then  Spanish  dominions,  which 
-iMd  a  beneficial  effect,- 1  am  aatisfied,  in  prevent- 
Itig;  future  outbreaks. 

After  the  war,  the  friendly  Indiana  returned  to 
their  own  homes.  The  "Big  Warrior"  went 
to  the  town  of  Takabachee,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  The  Creek  Indiana,  living  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee and  the  Flint  rivers,  remained  at  their 
homes  during  the  war,  and  I  know  of  no  Indian 
belonging  to  what  I  understood  to  be  the  Lower 
Greeks,  as  they  were  generally  denominated,  who 
ever  went  into  the  country  assigned,  between  the 
Wvers  Consa  and  Tallapoosa. 
-  Mr.  BELL.  Then,  do  I  understand  the  Sena- 
tor to  say  that  the  Lower  Creeks,  who  were  the 
friendly  Indians,  did  not  remove  and  occupy  the 
erotind  asaicned  to  them  as  an  equivalent,  by 
General  Jaekaon  ? 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  Thejr  did  not  live  there, 
Mceept  the  Big  Warrior  and  hia  tribe.  The  boa- 
Ule  Indiana  had  occupied  the  country  between  the 
Talapoosa  and  the  Coosa,  which  General  Jnck- 
•on  gave  to  the  friendly  Creeks  as  an  equivalent 
for  tSe  land  taken  from  them. 

M  r.  PETTIT.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  a  question,  for  I  sincerely  want  inform- 
ation on  this  question,  and  t  have  not  got  it  sof- 
iciently  to  aalisiy  my  own  judgment  as  to  how  I 
ought  to  vote  upon  it.  I  wish  to  ask  him  whether 
the  Govemmeitt  of  the  United  States  owns ,  and  is 
in  posMssien  of,  or  whether  it  has  sold  to  indi- 
yimials,  any  landa  in  this  reeion  which  it  has  not 
bought  of  some  tribe.  I  understand  that  we  ac- 
knowledge that  the  whole  face  of  the  conntrjr  was 
once  owned  by  the  Indians,  and  that  we  claim  it 
only  after  having  bought  out  their  possessory 
right.  Now,  I  wish  to  know  whether  there  is  any 
large  tract  of  country  there  for  which  theae  In- 
Sianaare  ehuming'pay,  that  we  have  not  paid 
either  them  or  some  other  tribes  for? 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  Subaequently  to  the 
tMMf  of  1814? 

Mr.  PETTIT.    At  any  time. 
-  Mr.  PITZPATRICK.     All  the  country  not 
embraced  in  th«^treaty  of  1814  haa  aince  been  ac- 
quired by  the  United  Statea  under  pther  treatiea. 

-Mr.  WALKER.  If  I  understand  thequeation- 
•f  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  itia  whether,  within 
•hia  diatrict,  amounting  to  over  eight  millions  of 
•nres,  we  liave  ever  acquired  any  other  title  than 
Miat  which  ve  obtained  by  the  capitulation  of 
J814. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  The  object  of  my  question  was 
for  information.  I  take  this  position  for  the  whole 
btohd  surfkce  of  the  Union:  It  has  been  owned 
-bjr  iiinumerable  tribes,  and  I  hold  that  this  Gov- 
arnmant  can  have  no  lands  upon  this  continent 
which  it  has  not  bought,  in  some  capacitjr,  at  aome 
tame,  from  some  tribe.  It  seems  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  land  in  Alabama  and  Geo^ia,  for 
wMch  a  tribe  of  Indians  claim  payment  from  us. 
Wlrnt  1  want  to  knowia,  have  we  possessed  oiir- 
■elvea-  of  any  lands  there  which  we  have  not 
bought  of,'and  paid  for,  to  some  tribe? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Yes,  sir;  we  have. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  That  is  what  I  want  to  know. 
If  that  be  the  case,  we  ought  to  pay  for  it. 
"  Mr.  JOHNSON.  Therearenearly  ten  millions 
of  aeres  which  we  have  never  paid  tor. 
'  Mr.  FITZPA^TRICK.  Land  was  acquired 
mider  the  treaty  made  by  General  Jackson,  both 
In  Alabama  and  on  the  eastern  aide  of  the  Chat- 
tahoochee river,  in  Georgia.  Since  this  treaty, 
■Jl  the  oiker  tenjtory  held  by  these  Indians  has 
been  pofehaacd,  and  is  now  owned  by  the  Gov- 
emlnent,  or  by  citizens  who  htlvs  bought  land 
from  the  United  Statea.  There  ia  no  land  there 
nnappropriated  to  which  the  Indiana  have  any 
title,  except  that  under  the  treaty  of  1839  each 
Creek  head  of  a  family  was  authorized  to  take 
three  htlndred  and  twenty  aeres;  and  a  sniall  por- 
tion of  thoae  landa  are  yet  unsold,  I  understand, 
in  Alabama,  from  the  fact  that  some  removed 
trithoot  disposing  of  them,  and  othera  died  before 
}h*f  wisre  diapoaad  of;  and  these  lands  are  yet 


held  by  the  Government  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  indianavhrrwere  located  on  them. 
'  Mr.  PETTIT.  Then  I  understand  the  Senator 
to  say  that  we  have  acquired  the  whole  face  of 
this  country,  bought  out  the  possessory  right  of 
some  tribe  without  paying  ibr  it,  this  money  oeing 
no  necessary  part  of  the  consideration  for  any  por- 
tion of  the  tace  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  I  take  the  ground  that 
it  haa  been  paid  for,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I 
cannot  vote  for  this  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  will  read  the  instructions 
given  to  General  Pinckney,  when  he  went  into 
this  country: 

"  ■  The  United  Siaiei  will  rataln  M  uueb  oftli*  coaqnered 
territory  as  may  appear  to  tbc  Government  thereof  to  be  a 
Ju>t  indemnliy  for  the  nxpeniea  nt  the  war,  and  aa  a  rea- 
Uratlon  for  the  injurie*  ninalnedby  ita  ettlsenaaadthe 
friendly  Craek  ItMliana.'  And  he  dlreoetf  the  ucma  In  be 
commuuicaied  lo  the  ftieodly  Indiapa;  and  aaid;  *  Yoa 
may  likewise  inform  them,  that  the  United  State*  will  not 
forget  their  fidelity,  but,  In  ilie  arrangement!  which  may  be 
made  of  the  landa  to  b*  reulned  aa  Indmantly,  Ibeir  elslma 
will  be  leapecMd;  and  aucb  of  their  obiefa  aa  have  diattai- 
guished  Uienuelrea,  by  their  exertion  and  valor  in  the  com- 
mon cauM,  will  alto  receive  a  remuneration  in  the  ceded 
landa,  and  in  aaeh  manner  as  the  Ooverameat  may  di- 
iBeu>'» 

The  Secretary  of  War  also  instructed  General 
Pinckney  that 

"One  of  the  terms  of  a  peace  with  the  hoatilea  must  be 
an  IndemniRcation  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  by  Uie  ces* 
sion  ofeo  aiucta  land  as  should  be  deemed  an  equivalent." 

And  he  directed  fhrther: 

"That  the  treaty  should  be.  In  form,  altogether  military, 
and  in  tfaa  nature  ofa  capltuliman." 

These  lands,  in  1814,  were  taken  by  tifb  Gov- 
ernment, under  a  treaty  then  entered  into,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  expensea  incurred  in  the  war, 
and  to  remunerate  the  whites  and  friendly  Indians 
for  the  losses  sustained.  That  was  the  compen- 
sation paid  for  the  lands. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  The  great  difficulty 
with  ma  has  been,  that  notwithstanding  these 
chiefs  set  up  a  claim  to  lands  which  the  command- 
ing general  in  1814  attempted  to  take  from  them, 
the  correspondence  read  by  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas shows  that  the  agent  said  when  the  treaty 
was  made,  that  (60,000  would  have  been,  he  be- 
lieved, a  full  requital  for  all  the  claims  theyaetup. 
In  1817,  it  will  be  recollected,  they  had  a  delega- 
tion here  aeeking  compenaation  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  spoliations  committed  in  the  war  of 
I81S-'l3,  and  1814,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
(85,000  were  then  appropriated  to  the  Indians,  as 
a  full  remuneration  for  all  the  claims  they  had  on 
the  Government  up  to  that  period.  The  parties 
mainly  intereated,  and  who  were  competent  to 
vindicate  their  rights  and  enforce  them  before  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  Government,  never  asserted 
any  right  until  many  of  thoae  who  served  in  the 
transaction  had  passed  off  the  stageof  action^,  and 
some  two  years  ago  an  additional  appropriation  of 
(111,000  was  made.  In  the  mean  time  we  have 
had  some  three  or  four  treatiea  with  these  Indians, 
and  all  their  territory  lying  witliin  the  present  limits 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  has  been  acquired.  In 
that  portion  of  country  a  lurge  number,  perhaps  I 
might  aay  the  bulk  of  what  wete  called  the  Lower 
Creeks,  always  resided,  save  the  Big  Warrior  and 
hia  tribe,  who  lived  on  the  TaUopoeaa.  In  183^, 
I  think,  we  made  the  last  treaty  with  these  In- 
dians, and  acquired  all  the  lands  they  had  lying  in 
Alabama,  except  the  reservation  before  alluded  to. 
In  all  the  treaties  we  have  had,  from  that  of  1814 
until  tne  close  of  1832,  if  there  ever  was  any  claim 
set  up  by  that  tribe  of  Indians  for  remuneration 
for  land  taken  from  theih  by  this  capitulation,  it 
has  never  reached  my  ears. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  think  it  very  possible 
that  the  Senator  from  Alaliama  did  not  hear  the 
extracts  which  I  read.  My  voice  is  oeculiarly 
unfortunate  to  makemyselfneard;  and  I  will  ask 
the  Senator  wh<!ther  he  heard  what  I  read  from 
the  report  made  in  1817,  by  iMr.  Lowndea,  and 
the  report  made  in  ]8-i4,  by  Mr.  McLane,  and, 
the  answer  of  Mr.  Hawkins  to  the  interrogations 
of  the  War  Department,  in  1815? 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  I  did  not.  I,  however, 
read  Mr.  Lowndes's  report  some  days  ago. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  They  show  that  Sieclaim 
which  has  heretofore  been  prosecuted  by  the  In- 
dians was  exclusivity  for  spoliations;  that  is,  the 
aggregate  of  individual  claims  for  their  separate 
losses  by  depredationa  and  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty by  the  hosiUes.    Those  document*  are  con- 


clusive on  that  point;  and  I  take  it  for  granted, 
from  (he  tenor  orthe  remarks  of  tKk  Senator  froni 
Alabama,  that  be  did  not  hear  tne  read  them,  be- 
cause it  ia  with  great  difficulty  that  I  can  mak« 
myself  heard  all  over  the  Chamber.  I  take  it  for 
granted,  alao,  that  he  is  arguine  in  ignorance  of 
the  fact  that  in  1842,  Opothleyoholo,  now  a  dcHe-  ' 
gate  in  this  city  attending  to  thia  business,  pressed 
this  claim  before  Mr.  Hitchcock,  who  was  sent 
out  as  an  agent  of  the  War  Department,  when  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  BellI  was  at  ita 
head.  He  told  him  that  the  claim  of  the  Creeks 
for  lands  and  spoliations  was  one  great  cause  of 
complaint  on  their  part  at  that  time.  I  quote 
thia  merely  to  show  that  when  agent  Hawkins 
said  (60,000  wouM  have  contented  the  Indians  in 
1814,  he  had  allusion  entirely  to  tlie  claim  for 
spoliations  on  property. 

It  IS  alao  inferred,  from  the  silence  of  the  In- 
dians, that  they  abandoned  this  claim.  To  con- 
trovert this,  I  show  that  as  late  as  1842,  Opothle- 
yoholo, in  an  Indian  council,  brought  forward 
this  unsatisfied  demand;  and  he  further  stated  that 
when  General  Jackson'  became  President,  the 
Creek  Indians  believed  they  would  haveftiH  satia- 
faction  for  alt  their  claims,  because  they  had  the 
most  unlimited  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  He  went  on  further  to  atate  that 
when  he  came  here  it  was  at  the  time  when  Gen- 
eral Jackson  was  seriously  pressed  by  the  difficul- 
ties arising  out  of  the  Intfian  emigration,  and  the 
contests  arising  out  of  thefket  that  theCneka  and 
Cherokees  had  made  a  great  man j difficulties  with 
the  Government  about  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Stat* 
sovereignties.  General  Jackson  was  then  very 
anxious  for  the  emigration;  and,  aeeortKng  to  the 
Djirrative  Opothleyoholo  gave  at  the  time  of  his 
interview  with  General  Jackson,  his  reply,  in  as* 
awer  to  the  claim  fo^  indemnity  for  these  spolia- 
tions of  Isnds  was,  that  a*  soon  as  they  emigrated 
west  the  Government  would  settle  wnh  them  for 
the  whole  amount  of  their  claims. 

The  Credc  Indians  were  very  much  astonished 
when  they  emigrated  weet,  in  pursuance  of  the 
treaty  of  1833,  an4  found  that  the  balance  dna 
them  for  property  destroyed,  1110,000,  was  not 
paid,  and  that  some  arrangement  was  not  mada 
about  the  land  taken  from  them — eight  millioa 
acres — without  compensation.  A  delegation  cam* 
on  before  tbeir  removal,  ipatcucted  to  prefer  this 
very  claim;  but  the  consideraticm  of  it  was  waived 
by  General  Jackson,  who  did  not  want  to  com- 
plicate bimaelf  by  too  many  questions  at  tlmt  time; 
but  he  assured  them  that  their  claims  would  ba 
adjuated  when  they  removed  west.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  old  General  liad  gone  out  of  office,  and 
they  could  no  longer  prefer  their  claims  anderth* 
same  friendly  auspices  which  they  expected  to 
operate  in  their  favor  when  he  was  President. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  I  was  aboutto  remark 
that  it  was  strange  that  this  claim  was  never  men- 
tioned in  the  many  treaties  which  were  held  with 
these  Indians  during  .the  lifetime  orthe  promi- 
nent actors  in  these  scenes — during  the  lifetime  of 
the  Indians  who  signed  the  original  treaty.  Thei'e 
were  many  sagacious  and  shrewd  iken  vfio  had 
charge  of  these  Indians  as  Th«irRgentsdnriA^thi« 
time,  and  who,  to  my  knowledge,  were  alwaya 
alive  to  their  interests.  To  none  of  rhem  Witt  | 
do  more  homage  than  to  the  aeent  who  has  beetl 
alluded  to,  (Mr.  Hawkins.)  Though  but  a  youth, 
I  knew  him  ali^htly.and  I  can  indorae  ^herecoitt- 
mendations  which  have  been  made  of  Him.  fht 
claim  set  up  by  Opothleyoholo  in  1842, 1  do  n6t 
remember  that  I  have  heard  spoken  of  before.  It 
will  not  have  much 'weight  with  me,  however, 
when  such  men  as  the  Big  Warrior,  the  Little 
Prince,  and  Mcintosh,  set  up  no  claim  before 
their  ileath.  They  lived  many  years  after  tha 
treaty  of  1814. 

Govemnr  Mitchell  succeeded  Mr.  Hkwkihs  aa 
agent, and  Mr.  Crowell  foltowed  him.  Thereha* 
been  no  period  since  when  they  have  not  bad  a 
moat  competent  agent  to  so(ftrvise,  contrtd,  and 
superintend  them,  as  to  their  pecuniary  matteta. 
During  the  whole  term  of  General  Jackson 'b  ad- 
ministration, who  was  entirely  fcmiliar  with  tbesa 
Indians,  not  a  word  was  said,  so  fifr  as  my  knoirt- 
edge  extends,  about  this  claim.  Althoogn  I  hava 
lived  a  great  length  of  time  in  the  country  npbn 
tbeir  bordera,  and  mingled  with  them  to  a  ecftahl 
extent,  I  never  heard  a  word  of  ibe  daittt'.mtil 
during  the  winter  before  the  last. 

All  theae  facta  liiaount  to  k^vietiaMtm  wtf 
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mind  tluit  thtM  Indiana,  and  those  who  guarded 
and  controlled  them,  did  regard  aa  full  compenaa- 
tion  the  appropriation  of  money  made  in  1817 
ander  Mr.  Lowitdea's  report,  for  all  daima  under 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackaon. 

I  did  not  design,  aa  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  aav,  to  participate  in  this 
debate;  but,  having  been  alluded  to,  I  deemed  it 

F roper  to  put  myself  right  in  reference  to  the  vote 
Boould  give.  If  I  coiild  vote  for  the  claim  ai 
one  of  right,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  yield  the 
amendment  my  support.  I  would  gladly  do  so  if 
I  eould  believe  I  woa  doing  an  act  of  justice  to 
Iheee  peopfe. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  It  ia  important  that  we  should 
liavean  Executive  aeasien;  and  1  therefore  move, 
that  the  further  eoneideration  of  tliis  bill  be  post- 
poned until  to-myrrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ME88AOE  FROM  THK  PRB8IDBNT. 

The  PRESIDENT  imteM^ora  laid  before  the 

Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Dnited 

States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  with  aoeompanying  doeamenta,  in  answer 

.  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30tb  of  January. 

Mr.  CASS.  That  raaolution  was  introduced 
on  my  motion,  and  I  rise  ifbw  to  move  that  the 
papers  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  be  printed.  Yhey  have  relation  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Greek  Qovemment,  con- 
nected with  the  affair  of  Dr.  King,  and  are  very 
interesting  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
.  The  motioa  was  agreed  lo. 

.    '  BXECOTIVK  SBaaiOlf. 

'  Oh  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
TCopened;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdeidat,  JVay  23,  1854. 
■    The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  WnuAM  H.  MiLBtmv. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  yes- 
terday's Journal. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  presume  we  may,  by 
unanimous  consent,  dispense  with  the  readmg  of 
yesterday's  Journal,  which  ii  very  lengthy. 

The  SPEAKER.  tTnleia  objection  be  made, 
the  further  reading  of  tiie  Journal  will  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  Tork.  I  object.  The 
Journal,  in  which  we  all  are  concerned,  should  be 
read,  so  that,  if  there  be  any  mistake,  we  may 
make  the  necessary  correction. 

Tlie  Journal  of  yesterday  was  then  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

■  PERSONAL  BXPtANATION'. 
.     Mr.  MAURtCB.    I  ask  the  unarfiMOus  eon- 
■aant  ef  llie  House  tm  taaka  a  psraoool  ezplanap 

[Cries  of  "Agreed!"] 
; ,  Mr.  MAURICE.  I  waa,  mach  to  my  regret, 
.prevented  by  aiekneas  froas  being  i«  atlendanee 
at  the  aesaion  of  the  House  yaMerday.  I  dsaire 
^limply  <«aay,  that  if  I  had  been  prsseiH,  I  should 
i^ve  voted  in  the  negative  oo  the  bill  to  orcaniae 
the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  If  i(  be 
in  order,  I  would  aak  leave  of  th«  Houae  lo  have 
aay  name  recorded  in  the  negativ*. 

[Crieaof  "lobiecH"] 

Mr.  Gl  DDIN08.  I  move  that  fifty  thoaaand 
«ep<es  of  yesterday's  Journal  be  printed  fordis- 
tfibulion  among  the  people.  It  relates  to  very  im- 
portant proceedings,  and  ojight  t«  go  oat. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  object. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.    1  move  that  when  the  Hooae 

-•djourna  to-day,  it  be..(o  meet  on  Friday  next. 

The  Motion  is  submitted  with  a  view  that  the 

officers  of  the  Houae  may  liave  an  opportunity  to 

'  reaaov«  the  carpet,  and  renovate  the  HalL 

PBNSIOII  PRAUDS. 
•  The  SPEAKER  laM  before  th*  House  a  eom- 
nmnication  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
-transmiltine,  in  obedienee  to>tha  lesolution  of  the 
'House  of  the  Ilth  instant,  reqoeatinr  the  eommu- 
-■ieatioo  of  sneh  inftnnotion  as  to  the  frauds  on 
the  Penaien  Oflioa  mealioned  in  the  late  annual 

Xrt  of  the  Commiaaioner  of  Pensions,  and  any 
r  similar  ftauda  which  may  have  amce  been 


discovered,  as  will  exhibit  their  nature  and  extAit, 
a  report  from  the  CommisgioneV  of  Pensions  con- 
taining all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the 
Department  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAVEN,  the  communica- 
tion was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  moved  that  when  the  House  adjourns, 
it  be  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  the  yeoa  and 
nays,  and  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ofdersd;  and  Meaara.  Wbulcb 
and  HouiTow  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported 
forty  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  Uf>on  the  suggestion  of  some 
fliends  around  me,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  find  that  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  which 
was  before  the  House  just  now,  relates  to  frauds 
committed  upon  the  Pension  Office;  and  that  sub- 
ject is  now  before  theCommiitee  on  the  Judiciary. 
1  therefore  move  to  reconsider  the  reference  that 
was  made  just  now,  and  that  the  communication 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

"The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  it 
will  be  so  ordered. 

No  objection  being  mode,  the  comma  nieation 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  uble 
a  notice  of  my  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  joint  resolution  upon  some  subsequent 
day. 

The  SPEAKER.  Ths  notice  can  be .  given 
under  the  rulea. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  t  object,  if  itean begiven 
under  the  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  notice  is  a  notice  of 
the^tJeroan'a  intention,  to  introduce  a  joint  res- 
olution, it  can  be  given,  and  must  be  given,  if  ob- 
jected to,  under  the  rule,at  the  Clcrk%  table. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.    Then  I  object. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  call  for  the  regular  ord^r  of 
business. 

The  SPEAKER.  Theboaineas  firatin  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  firom  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Yerkt{Mr.  BKinrMT(}**'giaBtinghuids 
equaUy  to  theeevetal  States  tooidinthecoaatnio- 
tion  of  railroada  and  for  the  support  of  achoola." 
The  pending  queation  is  an  a  motion  to  reeonmiit 
thebill';  and  the  gentleman  fnua  Maryland  [Mr. 
HamiltoiiI  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.'  i  ask  my  fliend  finom  Mary- 
land to  give  way ,  M  enable  meto  submit  a  mation 
that  ths  rules  bo  snapsaded,  and  that  the  House 
reeolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whote  oa 
theetate  of 'the  Union,  with  a  view  of  Inking  ap 
the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  HILLYBR.  I  rise  to  a  privileeed  que»- 
tion.  1  move  that  when  this  House  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  nn  Friday  next,  for  the  purposa 
of  enabling  the  Hall  to  be  cleansed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genilenan  from  Georgia 
oannot  take  the  floor  ftom  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  for  that  purpoee. 

Mn  HILLYER.  i  have  always  understood 
that  a  motion  to  adjourn  over  was  a  prit[ileg«d 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Soitia,if  thegentleaMnean 
get  the  floor  to  make  it,  and  so  is  a  motion  to  ad- 
foom;  but  the  gentleman  must  get  the  floor  before 
ae  can  submit  either. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  desire  to  maks  a  sugges- 
tion. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Marylani^  to  yield  the  floor  to  w&le  me  to 
move  to  go  into  committee,  with  a  view  of'taking 
up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Now,  I  will  hear  the  sng- 
eealion  of  the  gendeman  fWim  New  York,  [Mr. 
Bbmhbtt.] 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  desire  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion, which  I  truet  will  b€  favorably  received  by 
the  House.  I  have  no  disposition  to  crowd  the 
land  bill  in  the  way  of  the  deficiency  bill;  and  I 
Uierefore  ask ,  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
which  I  reported  some  timeaf;o  bapoftpontd  faiir 
weeks  frofn'thif  data. 


Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  yield  the  floor  to  the 
genllemnii  from  New  York  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Let  us  understand  whatthe 
question  is  now  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  land  bill  reported  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Benvett]  four  weeks 
from  this  date. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Thegentleman  ftomNeW 
York  has  a  right  to  submit  the  motion  indicated 
by  him.  

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  move  that  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  referred  to  be  postponed  four, 
weeks. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  sad  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

So  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
four  weeks. 

THE  IXEriCIBRCT  BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  now  renew  my  motion  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  the  deficiency  bill. 

The  question  was  then  'taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itaelf  into  the 
Committee  c^  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  CnAKOt-ea  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  deficiency  bill 
was  last  under  consideration,  there  was  an  amentl- 
ment  pending  ofl'ered  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Wentwoxtr.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
ordf  r.  The  consideration  of  this  bill,  aa  well  as 
other  bills,  haying  been  set  aside  by  order  of  the 
committee,  I  moke  the.  point  of  order  that  we 
must  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  nest 
sueeecding  the  one  laat  under  eonaideration— that 
relating  to  the  organization  of  the  Territofica  of 
Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phblvs]  was,  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Gommiuae  nf  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  defici- 
ency bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  There  is  no  motion  submitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campseli..] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Cboir  believes  that 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  a 
very  proper  one. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  could  not  understand  the  re- 
marks submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  any  objection  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  now.' 

The  CH  AI  RM  AN.  The  question  Is,  whether 
the  committee  shall  proceed  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  deficiency  bill? 

Mr.  WHEELER  demanded  a  division. 

The  House  then  divided,  and  eighty-three  voted 
in  the  affirmative.  A  count  in  the  negative  not 
being  deroaKdrd,  the  committee  agreed  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Chairnnan,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  submit  any  additional  remarks  on  the 
amendments  now  pending,  except  to  call  theatlen> 
tion  of  the  committee  to  the  im.ijssi1y  of  speedy 
action  on  this  bill.  In  order  to  ftcilitata  sneh 
speedy  action,  I  propose  to  let  the  eommittea  vote 
on  the  amendments  without  submitting  any  furthsr 
remarks.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  ooraaiitlea  will 
proceed  now  to  vote  on  the  amendthenta  mad*  by 
the  Senate.  I  hope  the  gentleman  fIrom  Illinofs 
(Mr.  WxNTwotiTR]  will  withdrawthe  amendment 
which  he  oiTered  the  other  day,  so  aa  to  let  the 
committee  proceed  to  vote  on  the  Senate  amend» 
ments. ;  

Mr.  WBNTWORTH.  I  am  willing  to  with, 
draw  it,  if  there  be  no  objection. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendraeatpnf 
posed  by  Mr.  Wentworth  was  withdiawii. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Ths  Clerk  will  now  pro. 
ceed  to  report  the  first  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  fellowsi 

rs|e  two,  llns  twentyiwQ  of  prjntad  bill,  strike  mi 
"  two,»  and  Iniert  <•  fi>ar,"  thiu  taereulng  tin  amovnt  for 
extra  clerk  hire  ia  lb»  Btota  nensrvneal  Ctoan  •■,000  w 
«4,000. 

'   Mr.  PHELPS.    The  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Mean*  recoinQ>*nd  a  oonwrrtnea  in  dmt  amend- 
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The  qontion  waa  put;  and  ihkaniMdiiient  wu 
afreed  to. 

Th«  aeeond  amendment  wa*  then  read,  a«  Tol- 
lowe: 

Fife  three,  after  Rne  Wij  m«a,  liuert  the  fhllowtnf : 
Tor  contiiifeBt  expcDMi  of  lor«l|n  latereoarae,  9I5,0W. 

Me.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  amend- 
ment wa«  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afiaira  in  thje  Hodee,  but  waa  not  acted 
upon.  The  amendment  is  in  accordance  with 
the  eetimaiee  of  the  Department. 

The  queation  teas  talcen;  and  the  amendment 
waa  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  was  then  reported,  aa 
follows: 

rege  torn,  after  line  alzty-lbDr,  inert  the  rollowine: 

To  par  expeoK*  incarred  \tf  Edward  Cdnninihain,  ael- 
taf  eonaol  at  Aianfhai,  Ibr  a  police  fbrce  ftir  iha  proerra- 
tion  nrttae  peace  by  AoMrican  ciUzeiia,  (STS  W. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  propose 
to  increase  the  amendment  to  the  necessary  amount 
expended.  These  expenses  were  rendered  ncces- 
■ary  under  the  treaty  made  between  this  country 
and  China.  The  consuls  at  the  ports  of  China 
adjust  maltera  of  prorisionnl  objects.  Many  of 
our  seamen  are  there,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  by  them  derolTes  upon  us.  Those  in  the 
ports  of  China  are  required  to  be  brought  before 
'the  consul.  Mr.  Cunningham  was  the  acting 
«onsul  at  the  time  these  expenses  were  incurred. 
The  amount  which  is  proposed  to  be  paid  is  rec- 
ommended by  our  then  Minister  to  China,  as 
befng  for  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by  the 
acting  consul.  It  is  also  recommended  by  the 
Department  of  State.  And  the  committee  recom- 
mend a  concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Th*  fourth  antandment  waa  then  reported,  as 
follows: 

For  pajrmrat  of  the  claim  or  Thoiqai  N.  Johnsoa  fbr 
hte  acrrice*  ai  nurahal  at  «lie  port  nf  Shaaithai,  fron  the 
VthoT  Dacember,  1851,  to  Ule  ISUi  oT  September,  1853,  Hie 
tarn  of  $1,798  111. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  amend- 
ment there  is  a  clerical  errAr.    The  name  of*l1ie 
Serson  to  whom  this  amount  is  due  ia  Thomas  M . , 
ot  Thomas  V.    I  hope  that  amendment  #iU  be 

I  also  propose  aifoth  er  amendment  to  the  amend- 
tnent.  It  is  one  redtlcingUte  iimonnt.  Strike  out 
"ninety-eight  dollars"  and  insert  "eightv-one 
'dollars,  and  strike  out  "ntneiy-one  cents  'and 
insert "  seventy-four  cents,"  so  as  to  make  the  sum 
^1,78174.  Mr.Johason  acted  as  the  marshal  in 
these  ports,  and  this  oppropriation  only  affords 
litm  a  fair  tatary  for  the  services  performed.  It 
ia  reeommendea  by  the  lata  Minister  to  China, 
and  also  by  the  Drtmrtment  of  State.  The  com- 
mittee is  Satisfied  that  the  amount  is  justly  due  to 
Mr.  Johnson. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
llie  amendment;  which  was  a^rreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurredon  the  amendment 
Its  amended,  and  it  was  put;  and  the  amendment 
■greed  to. 

The  fifth  Sonata  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

Page  four,  nfter  line  nityfour,  imerl  the  following: 

For  payment  to  Joltn  Bozinan  Kerr,  in  addilion  to  his 
^salary  and  aJIowancee  as  charp^-  iralfaire^  to  Nicnrapua,  the 
^amount  orhls  eipcnsei  on  the  journey  to  San  Salvador  and 
XSnateniala,  and  nT  hi!*  expenpeM  at  thnnecapttalfi  under  hiR 
Icomniisfions  to  the  Governineiitfi  of  tho:ie  Repnbhcs,  tn- 
-gettier  with  n  full  uultit  *%  charge  d'alfairea  to  the  national 
representation  of  Central  America. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  this  Sen- 
ate amendment. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I.should  like 
to  know  the  reasons  which  induced  the  committee 
to  come  tn  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  thegentlemon  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Phclpi]  state  the  amount  which  will  be  ap- 
propriated by  tliis  amendment.)     It  ia  not  stated. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  There  ia  a  portion  of  the 
amount  proposed  by  this  amendment  which  may 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Kerr;  and  that  ia  his  traveling  ex- 
'pensea  on  the  journey  to  San  Salvador  and  Gua- 
temala. 

Mr.  ORR.     What  is  about  the  amount .' 

Mr.  PHELPS.  It  is  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment to  allow  him  a  full  outfit  as  chargf  d'affairea 
to  the  national  representotion  of  Central  America, 
in  addition  to  his  usual  salary,  which  was  $4,500; 


in  addition,  I  say,  to  his  usual  salary  as  charge 
d'affaires  to  Nicaragua.  He  was  appointed  chargf 
d'affaires  to  Nicaragua,  and  healso  bore  wKh him 
letters  of  credence  to  the  national  repreaentation 
of  Central  America,  if  such  a  Government  should 
be  established. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  instrtietiona 
given  to  Mr.  Kerr  by  the  Sute  Department,  and 
•iao  a  copy  of  inatnaeliona  given  u>  him  after  bis 
departure  from  this  country.  The  firat  axtract, 
which  I  will  read,  bsurs  date  tba  Slat  of  April, 
1851.    IliaaafoHowa: 

'•ronrialar;  wUI  beat*snis«rf4,n6a]raar.  Too 
•rill  alio  be  allowed  an  oaifii  equal  w  a  T«ar%  •alsqr,  and 
an  oinoHnt  equal  to  a  quarter*!  lalary  towards  detrayfiiff  tile 
expenses  of  your  return,  when  you  talie  leave  oT  the  NTcar- 
Bf  ua  Government  ai  the  conclnion  of  your  mtasion. 

I  here  remark,  that  that  is  the  salary  fixed  by 
law,  making  an  outfit  of  $4,500,  the  only  salary  of 
a  charge  d  'aflairea  of  all  our  officers  of  that  grade; 
and  a  quarter's  salary  isalso allowed  them  for  the 
purposes  stated  in  the  instructions  which  I  have 
read.    That  Mr.  Kerr  has  had. 

Again,  the  Secretary  of  State  instructs  Mr. 
Kerr  to  exchange  ratifications  and  treaties  be- 
tween the  UnitedStatea  and  the  Bepublie  of  San 
Salvador  and  Guatemala. 

As  to  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  the  per- 
formance of  that  duly,  and  other  duties,  the  in- 
structions say: 

"AalhadisebarfeDrditoaadoroilierdaliea  oosBded  to 
you  may  render  it  necessary  for  you  lo  visit  other  Central 
American  Slate*  besides  Nicaragua,  yon  will  be  allowed 
ynnr  necensiy  Iraveiini  etpenses  on  your  way  iMther,  and 
wblle  on  your  remm  to  Lens.  These,  however,  will  not 
taclude  the  expenaea  ooneeqaent  npon  yoer  aojoora  in  the 
capitals  of  either  of  the  Slate*.  Vou  will  keep  a  rrgniar 
account  of  those  expenaes,  which  must  be  support^  by 
vouchers,  In  every  fnaunc«  where  th«y  can  be  obtained, 
to  be  iransmined  with  your  account  ibr  adJoMnient  at  the 
Tieasury." 

Those  expenses  can  be  paid  without  farther 
legislation.  Such  necessary  expcnaea  can  be  paid 
out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  foreign  missions. 

I  will  read  another  exihct  from  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr.  Kerr.     It  is  as  follows: 

■'  Tn  case  you  iHoutd  deem  it  aBvisable  to  recofnlte  the 
national  represenuUnn  of  Central  America,  ereaied  by  ftra 
treaty  beiweoi  Wtearasne,  8«a  Satvalar,  and  Roaduraa, 
of  l|M  8lh  of  November,  18«9,  a  leuer  accrediUnf  yoa  to 
its  Minister  for  Foreign  Affiurs  ia  herewith  transmitted." 

Mr.  Keir  w«H  Mfvar  •t>pi»)Mcd  a  Munstar  to 
Iha  nalioMtl  repreaentation  of  Central  A«sariea, 
and  far  that  reason  tba  Cotamittea  of  Wayk  and 
Means  were  of  opinion  that  be  is  not  eotiiied  to 
any  adfUtiooai  aalary,  or  any  additional  outiit. 

The  committee  reeommend  a  non-CMWurrenee 
in  the  aasendmaDt  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  will  aak  esy  honoralde  friend 
from  Miasonri  if  Mr.  Karr  dia  not  dischaiige  the 
dattesof  bath  tnieai«iM,n<ftmardy  the  oneat  Nio- 
arana,  btA  at  Central  America,  to  which  court 
he  Bore  a  letter  of  credence  ?  1 1  haa  been  uaUal  to 
•How,  under  similar eireonlataaees,  to  double  out- 
fita,  and  I  eannot  aee  any  good  reason  why  it 
.shoald  not  bealloared  inthiscase.  It  waaaliowed 
very  lately  to  Major  Donelaon,  when  be  waa 
reqaired  lo  go  firom  Berlin,  the  court  to  which  he 
waa  originally  aacrediled,  to  (be  Gerannnic  Coo- 
federation.  Ifidlowed  toa  DeaaoeralicreprcseU- 
aiira,  where  ia  tbt  juatioe  bi  refusing  lo«  Whig? 
Weabould  feed  all  out  of  the  same  spoon. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  the 
difference.  Major  Donelaon,  hoMing  the  office 
of  Minister  at  Berlin,  waa  duly  appointed  Minia- 
(arto  the  Germanic  Confederation,  vacated  the 
first  appointment, and,  under  hianewappointmenl, 
waa  entitled  to  an  outfit  under  his  last  appoint- 
ment, and  received  it. 

Jit.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  like,  bv  the 
eonaentof  tbeoommittee,  to  have  the  reportorMr. 
EvaacTTf.in  the  Senate,  read.  It  is  very  short, 
and  1  think  it  makes  the  matter  very  plain.  1 
think  we  ehould  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  .  The  rcport.states  the  facu  fully.  I  send 
it  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  that  it  be  reaS. 

T\t  report  was  read . 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  Yt-om  Missoari  why  ih^  amount  to  be 
appropriated  is  not  specified  in  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  As  to  that  matter,  I  cannot  say. 
'This  is  an  amendment  adopted  by  the  Senate.  It 
is  propoaedto  allow  him,  in  addition- to  his  nlary 
as  charge  dttflkiraa  at'Ililiar«uga,"fon  outfit  ilk 
charge  d'aflfaires  te  the  national  rap^eMUth^n  dt 


Central  America.  That  would  be  |4,500.  So  fair 
as  his  traveling  expanses  in  going  to  San  Salvador 
and  Guatemala  are  concerned,  he  will  have  to 
ahow  hia  vouchers  for  them.  These  expenses  can 
be  paid  now  without  leeislation. 

M  r.  8TEPH  ENS,  of  Georgia.  I  will  say  on» 
word  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  suggest  that  the  gentleman 
move  an  amendment.  We  are  now  under  the  five^ 
minute  rule,  but  it  has,  so  far,  betn  very  litUt 
observed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  to  strike  out  anw 
word  of  the  amendment,  so  that  I  may  beallowca 
to  say  a  few  words. 

I  nave  carefully  looked  at  the  Senate  amende 
ment,  and  find  that  it  is  in  strict  conformity  wilfc 
the  previous  practice  of  the  Government.  Mr. 
Kerr  was  put  to  great  expense  in  fulfilling  Iha 
deaires  of  the  Government,  and  the  amendment, 
in  my  Judgment,  ought  to  be  concurred  in.  The 
Senate  has  strictly  conformed  widi  the  praetioe  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  oppose  the  amcndnaeat  oT  . 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  merely  for  ib»par- 
pose  of  saying  that  hs  ana  nyaelf  undeiataao  Iba  _ 
precedents  differently.    I  will  rcod  an  extract  fitom  ' 
the  report  of  Mr.  EvBaarr.    He  aays: 

'*  Several  aiaiMarcasea  are  fcoad  ia  our  diplnmalte  M>- 
tery,  of  which  that  of  Mr.  Doarlaon  is  die  moat  receol  aad 
clearly  analoftoua.  Thie  s*"tleman  being  Minister  Plenl- 
poienilary  at  Berlin,  was  commissioned  n  the  aann  char- 
aeier  n  th*  centml  Oennonlc  aovemmeat  at  TntMatt, 
and  under  that  eommiailon  allowed  a  fall  oatau" 

Mr.  Donelaon,  while  holding  the  position  of 
Minister  PlenipolsBliary  at  Beiiin,  was  nomina- 
ted bv  the  President  and  eonfirmed  by  the  Sanate 
as  Minister  to  the  Germanic  ConMderalion  at 
Frankfort.  When  appointed  to  the  latter  posi- 
tion, his  diplomatic  functions  at  Berlin  ccaaad, 
and  he  was  allowed  hia  salary  and  his  outfit.  Mr. 
Kerr,  however,  was  only  appointed  charg£ 
d'afliiireaat  Nicaragua^  ha  never  held  a  oommia- 
sion  as  dhafge  d'affiiires  toth'e  national  represent- 
ation of  Central  Amerina. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  ThegantlessaBisnislakao. 
He  held  a  commission  exactly  in  the  asme  words 
to  the  national  representation  at  Central  Amsfiea 
that  he  did  to  Nicaragua.  The  language  is  idea- 
tical.with  the  exception  of  the  obaoge  of  name. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  If  the  gentleman  refere  to  the 
report,  he  will  find  that  he  is  mistaken.  There  ia 
merely  an  authority  for  him  to  exchange  ratified' 
lions  of  treaty  with  the  Republic  of  San  Salvadotf 
another  for  him  to  exchange  ratifications  of  Ircaity 
with  the  Republic  of  Guatemala,  and  a  letter  of 
qredence  to  the  national  representation  at  Cenlrsl 
America;  but  his  commission  waa  as  charge  d'af- 
fairea to  Nicaragua. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  debate  is  ib 
ordtr. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  1  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  '  I  wierbly  Sesiw  to  svggalt  to 
the  gentleman  from  MMaouri,  that  I  have  fcdftm 
me  the  letter  of  Mr.  Webeter,  then  Seereta^fW 
Stale,  appointing  Mr.  Kerr. 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gcHllemaii Horn 
Ohio  move  aa  amend swm? 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  i  wiR,  if  it  is  niuissury.  I 
«n«v»  tn  stribs  oat  the  words  ••^addilieti  n»  Us 
■ahtry,"  for  ibe  poipose  of  anabUng  me  to  say  a 
few  Words. 

1  have  bcfoia  me  the  report  of  Mr.  EvcBSft 
upon  this  Bubjsct,  wfaieh  has  Just  been  read  to  it* 
committee,  and  which,  it  seems  to  me,  otigbl  to 
be  eonclusive  upon  the  subject. 

A  dietinetion  is  drawn  by  the  gentleman  fl»m 
Missouri  betwAcn  the  mat  ai  Mr.  Donelson  asd 
that  of  Mr.  Kerr.  Now,  I  do  not  think  tb«  AmM 
will  auslain  that  position.  Mr.  Donelaoa  was 
Mimsur  PlenipMsntiary  at  Berlin,  and  received 
an  outfit  of  (^,000.  He  was  then  apptfinted  Mbi- 
iale^  to  the  Oasmanie  Confedeimtien,and  received 
an  additional  >oatfit  of  f9,000. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  wotM  ask  the  gwAleDMa  if 
Berlin  is  not  within  tkeiGemanie  Confederation? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Tbat  makes  the  eaaa  Mill 
atroni!:cr.  He  had  |S,000  within  the  Oermaaia 
ConfedcMtionjMd  wbysbould  notMr.  Kerr  baas 
the  outfit  of  a  ebargf  whan  bia<«n>  appointed  # 
a  seoond  au|8ion  i    Hera  is  .Mr.  Webster's  letut: 


OaPAamssT  <*p  BaaTa,       i 
WaaaiMraoa,  Ntwmittlf^  )8il.  i 
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to  tin  natJoDal  repreaentjaion  or  Cantial  Americi,  I  |MV« 
tb«  honor  of  announcbii:  the  name  to  your  Gzcelleiiex,  and 
•r  prayinf  you  m  flva  eradeaee  to  wtiaMVer  he  almll  mj 
to  you  on  my  part.  He  knowt  the  concern  which  our  Bft- 
^hHe  take*  ■■  the  Inleml  and  pniaperiiy  ol  the  naikmal 
l*epreseniatiOM  of  Central  America;  our  suani  desire  to 
ealllTate  Ita  MendeMp,  and  to  deMrre  it  by  all  the  foot 
•Okeari  whieta  nny  he  in  our  power.  He  kaowi,  alao,  my 
teal  to  promote  iheae  hy  whatever  may  dapead  upon  my 
■liolaiy. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Kerr  will  ao  conduct  hlmaelfae 
to  merit  your  confldenee;  and  I  airail  myaeirwllh  pleaaur* 
tt  this  opportunity  to  otTar  |»  yoa  the  aaiataaee  or«iy  ntoit 
dialincttidied  conaideraliuo. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Bit  Exetlleney  Thc  MmaTaa  or  Porbioh  Arriiixa, 

of  Me  iMtia««<  rtrm»ntati»n  of  Cmtrul  Jlvttrbm, 

Nov,  it  hiu)  always  been  the  practice  of  Con- 
greas  to  allow  a  gentleman  who  has  been  appointed 
iemporarily  CRareC  or  Minister,  even  if  he  is  not 
confirmed  by  the  Senate,  the  usual  outfit  and  sal- 
wry.    Why  make  an  exception  in  ibis  case?  The 
Senate,  on  full  consideration,  have  allowed  the 
outfit,  and  I  hqpe  this  committee  will  not  make  a 
distinction  aniinst  Mr.  Kerr.     He  maintained  his 
residence  in  Nicanifrua,  and  yenton  an  additional 
mission  to  Central  America  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  under  a  commission 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  the  outfit  usually 
allowed. 
I  now  withdraw  my  amendment.  * 
The  question  was  then  taken  on   the  amend- 
ment of^the  Senate;  and  it  was  concurred  in. 
The  sixth  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 
Page  Mi,  after  line  oiw  hundred  and  thiny-itaree,  inaert 
ike  fnllnwina; 
'  For  rent  of  autveyor  (enenl'aoMee  ia  CaliR>mia,  pu*. 

S'iaaa«rina<niDMn<a,i«oonl',drswiBgmateriala,  nonilura, 
ei,  and  pm  of  maaa«n(era,  t4,UOO. 

The  question  waa  taken;  and  the  araendaMt 
waa  concaired  in. 
Ths  ■eranlh  amcndmant  waa  reed,  aa  folloara: 

For  cnmpeMWioB  of  a  dranfhtsffian  and  elerka  for  the 
•Soeof  thBaurraywisneral  ar(;aliltonila,  910,000. 

Mr.  PHBLPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana  recommend  a  ooneananee  in  that  aaiend- 
mcM. 

Theqoeacien  waa  taken;  and  tin  aneadment 
waa  Aoneurrad  in. 

The  eighth  amendment  waa  read,  as  follows; 

ffor  cottlin^nr  ez|ienaea  in  the  oflice  of  the  Commia- 
slnner  nf  Peiiaiona:  For  alaiioaery,  ^I,S00r  A>r  Mndtna 
•o«ka,«l,N*i  f«roakataniiMW«,«i,0UU;«brpfi0UsrBnd 
eafiaviof  bouuur  laodceitillcalaa,  jlpM  i  for  aiiaiqeUajia- 
6at  ilema,  flfiM. 

U^.  PHELPS.  Th«  eooimittae  raBoinmaM  a 
concurrence  in  that  amendipent  also. 

Tha  %M«Uoit  waa  takao«  aod  th«  aatndiMnt 
waa  eoactiirsd  ia. 

The  ninth  ansndmaat  waa  rsad,  aa  followsi 

Psr  caiMiaalnc  IM  saivcya  ia  ifea  aucilnia  ponisas  af 
Iowa,  MlBasaota,  and  Wlacowio,  at  lb*  i«M*  aoat  auilifr- 
ised  6y  law,  ««>,M0. 

Mr.  PHBLPS.  Tba  oonaiiusa  rsoommand  a 
coaMuriaoca  in  this  amandniegt.  It  ia  for  tba 
pqrpose  of  «piitinuing  thf  survay^,  which,  if  thay 
an  not  made  diis  year,  will  be  mm*  tha  naxt. 

Tba  quaaiion  was  then  takaa;  and  the  «i»«nll> 
iMsnt  waa  aeieed  to. 

Tbeamsodmaotnext  in  ordsr  was  tbenraadi  m 
feUowa: 

Pan  wvea,  aAss  Uap  40*  bandrad  «n4  Sfty-aifM,  Inaart 
be  lull'     ' 


_F»r  comfileilng  and  keeplngln  order  the  grooodi  soulli 


Ibe  liillowiiig : 
For  compleil 
•r  the  Preaidem'a  ilooM,  «9, 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  committee  recommend  a 
non^roncurrence  in  that  amendment. 

Mr.  CRAIGB.  I  understand  that  tbe  money 
that  was  appropriated  for  this  purpose  has  been 
Already  exhausted.  These  grounas  are  in  a  very 
bad  condition,  making  the  neighborhood  quite 
unhealthy.  Tiie  health  of  a  former  President  was 
Tery  much  injured,  so  much  so  that  his  family 
removed  during  the  summer  months  to  the  heights 
(it  Georgetown.  Tbtre  are  pools  of  water  iti  the 
erounds  in  question,  which  it  is  desirable  should 
be^filled  in  with  earth.  Froin  wbat  I  learn  I  think 
it  is  indispensable  that  tha  Imprpvements  asked 
for'should  be  made. 

Mr.. JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  strike 
out  all  but  the  words  "  f9,000,"  merely  for  the 
purposa  .of  SATiDg  that  the  appropriation  asked 
for  here  is  to  oe  applied  to  the  improvement  of 
the  grounds.south  or  the  ]^resident'u  House.  Be- 
tween the  street  and  south  of  the  President's 
house  is  a  wall,  and  also  a  canal.  You  will  find, 
(17  tti^miBiqi:  the  appropriationf  for  Mie  laat  (ix 


or  seven  years,  that  there  hava  been  expended 
upon  the  PJcce  of  ground  in  question  about 
$60,000.  The  appropriation  now  asked  for  is  an 
additional  one,  necessary,  it  is  said,  to  completa 
the  improvement  of  this  ground. 

Mr.CRAIOE.  Whatever thsamountaxpended 
may  have  been,  I  do  nottnow.  One  thine  is  very 
evideiit,  that  the  grounds  should  be  still  further 
improved;  and  another  thing  is  quite  certain,  that 
tbe  workmen  who  have  been  employed  upon  these 
improvements  have  not  been  paid.  The  Govern- 
ment ought  to  pay  for  ths  improvements  which 
are  now  going  on  .there. 

Mr.  JONES,  There  were  a  great  many  per- 
sons at  work  there  on  laat  Saturdayt^ind  I  have 
no  idea  that  the  sum  named  here,  or  (50,000  ad- 
ditional, will'be  sufficient  to  complete  the  improve- 
ments upon  this  ground. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  oppose  th% 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Jones,]  and  1  desire  to  say  but  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  It  is  true  that  a  large 
amount  of  money  has  been  expended  upon  this 
ground  ^but  the  improvement  required  there  waa 
a  very  extensive  and  a  very  expensive  one.  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  familiar  with  this  city  for 
the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  will  recollect  that  at 
one  time  there  fras  a  very  deep  ravine  upon  this 
ground,  and  that  nearly  the  whole  place  has  had 
to  be  filled  up  with  earth  brought  from,  other 
placM — sometimes  a  great  distance.  The  expend- 
iture of  f66,000  is  really  a  matter  of  no  conse- 
quence, in  comparison  with  the  great  improvement 
which  has  been  already  made.  The  work  is  now 
nearly  completed;  and  the  sum  now  asked  for 
will  put  the  ground  in  a  very  fine  condition.  In- 
asmuch as  the  health  of  the  President,  and  of  his 
family,  and  the  beauty  of  the  city,  depend  upon 
this  improvement,  I  think  there  ought  to  be  no 
hesitation  upon  the  part  of  tbe  committee  in  pus- 
ins  the  appropriation  now  asked  for. 

Mr.  JONKS.  I  withdraw  tbe  amendment  I 
offered. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is  upon 
concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment.  . 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  09,000.  That  will  make  the  sum  |770. 
Aecordiog  to  the  information  I  have  had  in  regard 
to  that  piece  of  land,  the  first  appropriation  that 
was  made  by  Congress  was  expended  in  making 
a  fish-pond — in  muting  this  very  hole  about  which 
the  gentleman  talks,  which  had  to  be  filled  up 
subsequently  by  an  additional  expenditure  of  tbe 
public  money. 

I  was  upon  the  ground  the  other  day,  and  I 
saw  that  the  lot  was  pretty  well  laid  out,  and  that 
the  grass  was  coming  up;  and  I  cannot  exactly 
understand,  under  these  circumstances,  what  they 
want  with  the  19,000  asked  for.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cbaigx]  says  that 
debts  liave  been  contracted  which  we  ought  to 
meet.  1  shall  vote  against  this  appropriation,  for 
1  think  it  is  high  time  that  Congress  should  give 
their  officers  to  understand  that  tbey  are  to  ex- 
pend the  money  which  is  appropriated,  and  not 
to  expend  money  in  lulvanos  of^  appropriationa, 
and  then  ask  for  additional  appropriations.  I  am 
fo'r  confining  them  to  tbe  law  as  it  is  written,  and  to 
compel  tham  to  make  th«lr  action  correspond  with 
it.  We  hold  the  first  place  here.  They  are  our 
servants  and  agents,  and  they  are  to  perform  their 
duties  in  eompHance  with  the  law  as  written,  and 
not  the  law  as  they  choosi  to  enlarge  it. 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  I  apprehend  that  if  tbe  law 
were  carried  out  on  that  maxim,  we  would  never 
^et  work  properly  done.'  While  the  principle,  as 
a  general  one,  is  correct,  it  would  not  work  well 
if  it  v<re  carried  out  too  strictly.  It  is  often 
ntoessary  for  tha  employees  of  Government  to 
perform  ^orks  which  nave  not  been  provided  for 
by  general  appropriation. 
.  Mr.  LETCHER.  If  thej|«nll«inan  from  North 
Carolina  will  permit  me  to  interrupt  him,  t  would 
aak  him  if  this  is  one  of  the  cases  he  spsaks  otf 

Mr.  CRAIGE.  1  tbintt  it  is.  It  would  bfe  a 
very  txtraordtnary  thing,  indaed,  Mr.  Chairman^ 
where  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  has 
appointed  officers  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
dotias,  and  wbsre  it  may  have  baan  nsesasary,  ia 
order  to  carry  on  the  sHtirs  of  GhiTMiinMnt,  that 
tbaca  should  be  a  particular  work  performed  by 
these  oAcers,  that,  under  that  general  law  of  tha 
Government,  such  work  tnerifta,  and  not  pro- 
wled Ar  nyriioally,  could  aot  be  done.    Thia  I 


House  never  recognized  any  such  dtxStrine,  bon; 
much  soever  we  may  be  disposed  to  save  thefund^ 
of  the  Government.  Whenever  the  Government 
contracts  a  debt,  let  us  pay  it  whatever  it  is. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  froii^ 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Lbtcbeb,]  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  i9,000. 

Mr.  TAyLoR.  Is  not  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not.  There  ia  an 
amendment  to  tbe  amendment  pending. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  question  is  on 
concurring  with  the  amendment  reported  from  tbe 
Senate. 

Mr.  sage!.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  15,000,  Tot  the  purpose  of  atk- 
ing  a  question.  I  should  lik'e  to  know  the  amount 
that  has  been  expended  her; .'  It  ia  said  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  that  it  would  require  all 
this  money  to  complete  the  improvement.  If  thia 
is  so,  what  amount  has  been  expended;  and  how 
much  more  are  we  to  pay  ? 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (interrupting.)  With  the 
consent  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr, 
Saok,]  I  desire  to  aak  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  whether,  in  this  very 
case,  by  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Seymour,  of  New 
York,  It  was  not  proposed  to  give  a  bond  fbr  fin-  ' 
ishing  this  work  with  the  appropriation  made  by 
the  last  Congress  i 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hare  not  looked  particu- 
larly at  this  matter  myself.  But,  in  reply  to  tha 
questions  propounded  by  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  and  Virginia,  [Messrs.  Saoe  and 
Letcher,]  I  would  say  this:  I  do  not  know  the 
amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended  on  ths 
improvement  of  these  'grounds.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones] 
is  mistaken  as  to  the  amount;  alihough,  if  he  has 
examined  it,  I  will  not  controvert  his  statement. 
During  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress  an 
appropriation  was  made  of  $12,000  for  this  pur- 
pose; and,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  a  proviso  was  appended 
to  the  appropriation,  saying  that  this  amount,  or 
any  part  of  it,  should  not  be  expended  until,  and 
unless,  a  contract  waa  entered  into  for  the  entire 
completionof  the  grounds.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  sum  is  gone.  The  present  occupant  of  the 
While  House  had  noihing  to  do  with  it.  The 
money  Was  expended  before  he  came  into  power; 
and  although  it  may  have  been  expended — I  care 
not  in  what  way — are  we  then  to  leave  the  grounds 
unimproved,  while  there  is  the  best  reason  ta  be- 
lieve that  their  being  left  so  produce  sickness  to 
the  inhabitants. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  generally  in  tbe  habit  of 
voting  for  this  kind  of  appropriation.  But  it  seems 
to  me  ihalthis  is  a  case  which  appeals  more  strongly 
to  us  than  almost  any  other;  and  for  the  reason 
that  the  best  opinion  is,  that  leavingthe  grounds 
in  their  present  condition;  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  during  the  winter  and  spring,  they 
produce  sickness  in  that  quarter  of  the  city,  and 
compel  the  occupants  of  the  While  House  to 
leave  it  every  summer,  and  seek  a  residence  at 
some  other  place;  it  seems  to  me  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  you  should  appropriate  money 
enough  to  complete  the  improvement.  If  it  is  ad- 
mittMthat  the  grounds,  in  their  incomplete  state, 
produce  sickness,  then  I  think  we  ought  to  com- 
plete the  improvements;  and  while  I  will  contend, 
and  ever  htive  contended,  not  only  by  speech  but 
by  votes,  for  a  strict  adherence  to  the  rule  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  lays 
down,  in  reference  to  confining  the  expenditure  of 
moneys  for  public  works  to  the  amount  appropri- 
ated, yet  if  there  is  any  case  in  which  a  violation 
of  that  rule  is  admissible,  it  is  the  one  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.LETCHER>  la  an  amendment  now  pend- 
ing? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  oftftd 
by  tbe  gentleman  firom  New  York  is  pebding. 

The  amendment  was  witbdrawh, 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  nto.Te  to  r^uce  the -ap- 
propriation one  dollar. 

If  I  understand  tbe  matter  correctly,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  'Means  recommend  that  thia 
appropriation  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill;  in  other 
words,  that  the  committee  shall  non-concur  in 
the  amendment  of  tbe  Senate;  and  y«t,reinArkabl4' 
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as  it  ia,  the  chairmwi  of  the  Committee  of  Wnya 
«n<l  Mesne,  [Mr.  Houiton] — the  committee 
which  makes  this  recommenilatioii — advocates 
this  as  a  necessary  appropriation. 

Mr.  CRAIGE,  (interruptinj;.)  I  preoume  that 
the  reason  why  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  made  their  recommendation  was,  that  at 
the  time  they  came  to  their  determination,  they 
supposed  tlrat  the  amount  could  be  placed  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  and  that  it  would  answer 
every  purpose.  But  the  fatt  is,  as  I  have  become 
well  satisfied,  that  a  great  portion  of  this  worlc  is 
already  completed,  and  the  Government  is  in- 
debted to  the  contractors  for  it.  That  being  the 
ease,  the  appropriation  should  be  made  in  this  bill. 
The  money  is  due,  and  the  contractors  are  com- 
pelleu,  for  the  want  of  this  appropriation,  to  bor- 
row money  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  to  pay  a 
nigh  rale  of  interest  for  it.  Justice,  therefore, 
rrqnires  that  this  appropriation  should  be  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or 
two  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Letcrer,]  which  seem  to  place 
me  in  a  false  position.  I  nave  not  the  charge  of 
this  bill;  and  although  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  as  such,  has  recommended  a  non- 
concurrence  in  thenction  of  the  Senate,  yet,  as  an 
individual  member  of  the  committee,  I  have  the 
right  to  differ  from  thtt  recommendation.  The 
gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Piielpi]  has  the 
charge  of  this  bili,  and  I  pursue,  in  my  action  as 
an  individual,  the  course  which  my  judgment 
pueeesiB. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
is  somewhat  in  the  position  of  General  Taylor — 
voted  down  by  his  own  Cabinet. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  very  often  the  case. 
The  chairman  of  the  -Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  oflen  to  defend  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee when  that  aclJon  is  in  direct  conflict  with 
his  own  opinion  and  judgment.  — 

But  in  this  pnrtlcular  I'use  1  believel  wasabsent 
from  the  city  when  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House;  ancf,  therefore,  I  am  at  lioerty  to  take 
such  a  course  in  reference  to  it  as  I  see  fit,  guided 
by  the  dictates  of  my  judgment  and  sense  of  duty. 
1  believe  it  ia  n'sht,  and  therefore  I  advocate  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  desire  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Commitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  one 
quesilon;  and  that  is,  whether  this  appropriation 
will  improve  the  political  atmosphere  of  the  Dem- 
ocrn tic  party  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  political  atmosphere  of 
the  Democratic  party  is  pure  now;  it  was  im- 
proved last  night.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  offer  an 
amendment  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

For  rurnt«hinff  an  Rddiiionni  niimber  of  iron  settees  fbr 
the  Presidenl's  ai^d  Capitol  gr<iHndB,  ^1,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  that  appropriation  has  been  recommended  by  a 
committee? 

Mr.  KERR.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
ibe  Cooiroittee  of  Ways  and  Means  recommended 
that.' 

•  Mr.  STANTON.  The  ntcessityof  the  ease 
Tccnmmends  it. 

M  r.  HOUSTON.  As  I  understand  it,  no  com- 
—  itiee  at  all  has  recommended  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Stan- 
ton's amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to— ayes  60; 
poes  not  counted. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment, 
nnd  to  make  a  remark  or  two,  not  by  way  of 
edifying  the  House,  but  for  the  purpose  of  satis- 
fying myself  as  to  the  intenti9^m  reference  to  the 
point  to  which  my  amendment  refers. '  I  move  to 
•dd  at  the  end  of  the  amcndmsnt  the  following: 

PnrUtd,  Thst  no  port  of  nld  spproprlaUon  sball  be 
expended  In  [hiIUoi  down  the  •tone  wall  toatb  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Bouse  and  giouada. 

Kow,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  this  amendment 
in, good  faith.  But  in  order  that  I  may  know 
wbetRler  I  am  right  in  the  information  upon  which 
t  have  based  the  amendment,  I  will  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Ofpunds,  whether  the  report  I  have  heard  is  true, 
^at  any  portiQp  of  this  appropriation  is  intendetl' 


to  be  expended  in  pulline  down  the  stone  walls 
south  of  the  President's  House  and  grounds? 

Mr.  CRAIQE  1  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
that  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  such  inten- 
tion. 

Mr.  COBB.  Well,  (ben,  in  order  to  make  the 
matter  sure,  I  hope  th*  amendment  will  be  adopted. 
I  have  heard  slicn  a  report,  and  1  want  to  make  it 
sure  that  that  stone  wall  shall  not  be  pulled  down. 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  various  Administra- 
tions in  reference  to  the  improvements;  no,  sir, 
I  will  not  say  it  has  been  their  policy,  but  in  the 
experience  1  have  had  since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  Congresi,  my  observation  has  been,  that  it  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  various  Administrations 
to  build  up  one  year  and  pull  down  the  next.  It 
is  true,  that  by  carrying  out  such  a  policy  we 
shall  benefit  the  laboring  classes.  But!  ask,  is  it 
the  true  policy  for  this  Qovernment  to  adopt?  Is 
it  the  true  policy  for  Congress  to  sanction?  Is  it 
good  policy  for  us  to  authorize  the  pulling  down 
of  that  wall,  which  has  been  there  ever  since  I 
have  Been  in  Washington  city  as  a  member  of 
Congress  ?  Such,  I  understand,  is  the  intention. 
Sir,!  desire  to  protect  that  wall.  It  has  been  there 
for  many  years.  It  will  cost  considerable  to  re- 
move it;  and  I  can  see  no  reiwon  why  it  should  be 
done.  In  my  humble  judgment,  the  grounds 
within  the  inclosure,  south. of  the  President's 
House,  cannot  be  beautified  more  than  they  now 
are.  Why  not  allow  them  to  remain?  Why 
remove  the  old  landmarks  which  have  been  in 
existence  so  long? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  I  submit  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  is  not  in  order, 
for  the  reason  that  it  has  no  relevancy  to  the  Sen- 
ate amendment  to  which  it  is  offered.  When  the 
amendment  speaks  of  improving  the  grounds 
south  of  the  President's  House,  it  means  diat  por- 
tion of  the  grounds  south  of  the  inclosure.  The 
designation  of  the  grounds  south  of  the  Presi- 
dent's House  has  always  been  understood  to  mean 
those,  not  including  the  grounds  within  the  inclo- 
sure around  the  President's  House.  I  submit, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  is  not  in  order,  being  irrelevant. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  will  not  cover  my  object.  I  have 
understood  that  it  is  the  intention  to  remove  these 
walla,  and  that  I  meant  to  prevent.  I  say  put  the 
proviso  in.  If  it  be  not  the  object  to  do  what  is 
supposed,  the  proviso  will  do  no  harm.  Ths  gen- 
tleman knows  the  wall  is  south  of  the  very  grounds 
proposed  to  bcimproved. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  oppose  this  amendment,  and 
shall  briefly  explain  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  I 
do  not  expect  that  the  committee  will  listen  to  me 
on  this  small  subject,  as  they  have  been  dealing 
for  the  last  fortnight  with  empires.  1  am  con- 
trolled in  my  vote,  and  expect  to  be,  by  this  con- 
sideration: The  last  Congress  made  an  appro- 
priation of  113,500  to  complete  the  work  on  this 
ground;  andnn  motion  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Seyinour,]  there  was  a 
proviso  added  that  the  amoiint  should  not  be 
used  unless  security  was  given  by  the  contractor 
that  it  should  coinplete  the  work.  Now,  if  the 
contractor  of  the  Government  has  discharged  his 
duty,  there  is  security  for  the  completion  of  the 
work;  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  vote  in  this  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to 
overlook  a  consideration  of  that  kind.  We  not 
only  put  it  to  the  ofiicer  jast  year  to  do  this  wor]( 
for  a  given  sum,  but  we  ordered  him  not  to  do  it 
unless  be  had  security  that  that  sum  should  com- 
plete it.  Here  we  are  now  asked  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  some  nine  thousand  and  odd  dollars.  I, 
for  one,  will  not  vote  for  it;  others  may  if  they 
please. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  that 
the  law  of  the  last  sessioq  may  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  law,  as  follows: 

"To  complete  ibe  iayovasiaiiu  es  the  sqmreaealhflf 
Ibe  Pre>ldeni'sHouaa,sJU^O<XI:J>r<>vUcd,  That Uw pounds 
can  be  flllrd  up,  and  Ibe  surfiice  completed  for  ibe  aura 
taerein  appropriated,  and  a  contract  Tor  the  completion  of 
die  work  with  (ood  aecurity  be  Hndered  and  accepted  at  s 
SUB  not  exceeding  Ibis  smoant. " 

Mr.  HAVEN.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  sus- 
tain the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
although  the  Chairman  opposes  it. 

Mr.  CRAIQE.   Iftheofllcerwhohadtheworlc 


in  charge  has  not  done  his  duty,  and  the  work  is 
not  finished,  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
now  complete  it. 

Mr.  HAVEN,  I  do  not  care  who  the  oflicer 
was,  who  appointed  him,  or  who  are  responsible 
for  him.  For  one,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
amendment;  and'it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  strika 
out  the  whole  amount,  for  the  purposeof  inquiring 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds,  whether  be  can  inform  the  com- 
mittee what  it  is  intended  to  do  in  reference  Ut 
the  public  ground  t  south  of  the  President's  House? 
In  passing  there  Saturday  lost,  1  observed  that  ths 
street  running  south  of  the  President's  House 
wss  fenced  across.  1  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
is  the  design.  Is  it  proposed  to  take,  down  the 
wall  to  which  theqgentleman  from  Alabama  refers, 
and ;  include  all  from  the  President's  House  to  ths 
canal  in  the  President's  grounds? 

Mr.  CRAIQE.  I  have  answered  that  question 
before.  I  told  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that 
1  did  not  know  whether  it  was  contemplated  to  re- 
move the  wall  south  of  the  President's  House  or 
not.  ifit  be  necessary,  then  we  should  improve  ths 
grounds  soi^h  of  that  wall.  I  stated  that  during 
the  last  Administration,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  compelled  to  remove  his  family 
from  the  president's  House  to  the  heighu  of 
Georgetown,  because  they  could  have  no  health 
there  in  consequence  of  ponds,  whether  fish  ponds 
or  not,  i-do  not  know.  These  appropriations  wr* 
made  for  the  parpos*  of  filling  up  these  holes, 
leveling  the  gfrounds,  and  covering  thsm  with 
grass.  They  are  to  put  those  grounds  in  the  sam* 
condition  with  the  other  public  eronnds. 

Mr.  JONES,  i  think,  sir,  the  gentleman  will 
find,  by  examination,  that  the  Long  Bridge  asnm 
the  Potomac  river,  which  is  eanaing  ths  river  to 
be  filled  up  above  and  below  that  bridge,  so  that 
it  ia  now  not  unfrequmtiy,  at  low  watar,  BaJi«4 
for  a  large  extent,  is  more  deleterioas  to  the  heoldi 
of  that  put  of  the  oity  than  this  pises  of  gnMind 
south  of  the  President's  House.  But  why  it  it 
that  the  sti^t  has  been  fenced  up? 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  not  a  street.  It  is  only  m 
port  of  thspublic  grounds. 

Mr.  JONES,  ft  has  been  open  sfsr  sinoe  i 
have  been  in  Wosbingttm,  and  assd  as  a  strett; 
and  around  that  south  wall  there  is  a  pavement. 

Mr.  CRAIOB.  All  ths  travel  ia  oo  ths'eibsr 
side.  * 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  ivf  Ohio.  I  do  not  ^kink  that 
if  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  last  Congress  haa 
been  found  insoraeicnt  tonnish  the  improvements 
Ofmn  this  ground  sovtkof  ths  Prssidant^  Hooae, 
this  committee  oiight  to  hesitate  to  appropriate  a 
small  amount  to  finish  them. 

The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
seems  to  me  to  bs  entirely  taeonsistent  with  good 
policy  in  this  rsspcet.    It  is  well  known  to  ili« 

gentlemen  of  this  committee  that  (he  gronnds 
Inth  of  the  President'^  Sqoare  border  on  the 
mouth  of  Tiber  creek,  whers  it  cnfera  into  tiM 
Potomac,  and  that  the  groand  is  very  flat,  and 
hence  exceedingly  unhealthy.  The  remarK  of  the 
gentleman  from  'Tennessee  m  regard  tp  ths  cAct 
of  the  Potomac  bridge  upon  the  Eealtk  of  that  part 
of  the  city  may  be  correct.  But  is  it  not  wiss  tat 
us  to  have  the  improvements  of  these  groiuda 
completed,  as  they  have  been  so  fbr  advanced? 
Suppose  the  money  heretofore'  appropriated  has 
been  squandered,  we  are  not  i^ponsible  for  that. 
The  responsibility  belongs  to  the  Executive.  We 
are  asked  by  a  responsible  person  to  appropriate 
1)9,000  to  complete  the  improvements  of  these 
grounds,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  ought  not, 
to  be  lefl  in  an  unfinished  state.  From  what 
information  I  have  obtained,  as  a  member  of  Ofi 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Gronnds,  I 
think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  (bis  ap- 
propriation, and  I  hope  die  committee  wilt  cohcat 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  pass  on  U> 
something  else. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Jones's  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr,  MORQAN,  I  move  to  amend  the  Senate 
amendment,  so  as  to  reduce  The  appropriation 
|5,D00;  and  I  do  it  for  the  purpoae  of  ssking  the 
same  question  as  I  asked  before.  I  wish  to  knoV 
how  much  of  the  |9,700  has  been  already  e^- 
fended?    I  ask  ths  question  in  ordsr  fliat  tromf 
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be  bM*  to  |;iMn  what  amoant 'vrill  be  saktd  for  in 
the  next  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  CRAIGB.  I  will  antwer  the  {tenUeman'a 
Cjueation  as  far  «■  I  am  able  to  do  it.  The  Super- 
intendent of  Pablic  Buiidiaga  and  Oroanda  eavi 
that  this  amount  is  necessary.  I  cannot  tell  the 
eentleman  how  much  has  been  already  expended, 
for  the  reaaon  that  the  work  is  now  going  on. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Then  you  do  not  know  bat 
whatjuat  aa  much  will  be  called  for  next  year? 

Mr.  CRAIQE.  1  cannot  say  aa  to  that.  I 
think  that  thia  aum  will  be  sufficient  to  finish  the 
improvements.  That  is  the  opinion  of  theSuper- 
intendent  of  Public  Buikiingsand  Grounds,  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  BuiMiPSa  and  Grounds, and 
of  everybody  aequaiated  with  the  work.  But  I 
cannot  say  how  mtieh  has  already  been  expended. 
About  half  the  (rrounds  have  been  turfed,  all  the 
ditchinf;  haa  bMU  done,  and  the  work  ia  now 
f««ngon. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  withdraw  the  amendment 
1  offend. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  qneation  now  is  upon 
eoncurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as 
amended  by  the  committee. 

The  question  w/w  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  aflirmatire— ayes  72,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  (o. 

The  eleranth  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Pan  elf  ht,  alter  line  one  hondred  ud  elxhty  (bur,  Iniert 
Ok  Mtowtnft 

For  Iron  flftggln|  In  front  of  the  old  poninn  of  tlie  Patent 
Ofltee  Buildinf ,  uidattuiiig  irindowe  and  pH  rate  •tair- way 
t6,730. 

Mr.PHBLPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  this 
amendment.  They  deem  K  advisaMa,  before 
Aaking  thea|»p(opriation  asked  for,  to  wail  until 
the  improeementa  are  aearly  finished  about  the 
Patent  Office  BuiMing. 

The  question  waa  then  taken;  and  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  ooacurin  the  Senate  amendment. 

Tlie  twelfth  amendment,  next  in  order,  was  then 
fcad,  aa  foUowa; 

For  slMrtof  Mraeti  sad  reparlBf  In  (toot  oftne  eeit  wine 
of  the  Patent  OSce  Buildinf ,  Iran  laiUas  aad  flaoinf,  and 
patnUng  new  Mtoon,  9U,SffiO.  ^^ 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  committe  make  the  aame 
recomroendat^n  in  this  caae — a  non-coneurrence 
with  the  anenVlment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Do  I  undtrstand 
that  the  committee  recommend  a  non-concurrence 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  committee  deem  it  advi- 
sable that  the  building  should  be  finished  before 
the  appropriation  asked  for  is  made. 

Mr.,  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  ask,  for  in- 
formation simply,  if  this  work  has  not  already 
been  done.'  if  debts  have  not  been  contracted 
wliich  make  it  necessary  that  thia  appropriation 
•hall'be  made? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  thirteenth  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

For  ftirniiblni  die  roonu  of  rbe  new  wia(  of  the  Psteat 
OSee  Balldlng  with  ftiraltoie,  and  provldiiu  die  aaloon 
Iberelo  with  ca«ea  Ibr  roodeto,  94S,0D0. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    The  committee  recommend  a 
concurrence  in  that  iimendment. 
°    The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  fourteenth  amendment  waa  then  read,aa 
follows: 

for  eomplellnf  lbs  ImprereaiaBt  of  Peanqrirania  ars- 
naeftam  SrTenteenita  loTwealy-iiidi  Mreet  wen,  99,000: 
'frotUid,  Tbat  all  appmprlallom  berein  made  fur  repair* 
and  ImproTemenltarihepuMiebulldlniiioriroandi  wlihin 
the  Dialilet  of  GolamMa,  ihall  be  expeaaad  andet  Uia 
4ineUoa  of  the  Seorsiaqr  of  ibe  lanrior. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee «f  Ways  and 
Meana'reconwiend  a  nen-eoBcarrenee  in  thia 
MnsBdment. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  what  reason  the 
•oMmitlee  aaatcn  Ibr  reeomnxsnding  a  non-con- 
eonenee  with  this  aroendment?  Tm  work  is  in 
a  balMttiahsd  stats,  aad  ought  to  be  completed. 

Mr.PHBLPS.  Owing  tlie  laat  session  of  Con- 
gress an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpoae 
of  complettagaad  ptmrig  the  grounda;  and  a  strict 
eontnet  was  requited  to  be  entered  into  for  that 
{mrpose.  We  undeiataad  d>at  the  work  could 
Mth»v*  been  aoespteAiwtdar  that  aoiMMt.  Svek 


is  the  report  of  the  SuperintendeMof  Public  Buiki- 
ings.  There  haa  been  a  change  in  tbat  office;  and 
1  do  not  know  by  what  meana  it  happened  that 
the  public- haa  been  injured  by  the  nofwulfiilment 
of  the  ootttmet  entered  into  by  tire  contraetor  for 
the  pavement  of  these  groumfs.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meana,  for  this  reaabn,  recommend 
noniconcurrence  tn  theamendmetit. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  non-eoncutred  in. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  "Hie  Clerk  will  now  i«- 
port  the  fifteenth  amendment  of'  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PHKLP8.  I  {wopose  that  the  committee 
consider  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and 
eighteenth  ameiKtments  together.  It  is  only  an- 
ticipating the  amount  due  under  treaty  stipula- 
tions to  the  Sioux  Indiana,  and  ia  taken  up  for 
the  Indian  appropriatidn  bill.  The  committee 
recommend  ooncurrence  in  them.  The  money  is 
due  by  trerfty  stipulations. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objecUon 
the  Clerk  will  read  those  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  then  reported,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

For  (tainillng  traatiei  wiib  the  Blonz  of  the  MMaxIppI : 
For  Ibe  Uiird  of  lilljr  iiiMallmenu  nf  interest,  at  die  rale  of 
flvD  per  ceut.  per  annuo,  on  »1,38S,UU0,  uipulaied  in  Ibe 
foarth  arUclu  of  the  truly  of  iod  July,  1851,  t68,UU0. 

For  the  third  ol'flny  ini>tallment>  of  int<!re»t,al  the  rate  of 
Sto  per  eeau  pet  annum,  on  j)l  19,000,  being  ibe  awoani 
ia  lieu  of  Uie  ratervaiion  acl  apart  in  tba  Uiird  article  ol  the 
ueaur  of  33d  July,  1831,  per  aenata'a  ametuMaeat  ibereof, 

For  Ibe  third  of  flftylnalallDientiiofintemt,  at  Ibe  ratenf 
Bn  percent,  per  annum,  on  <  1,160,000,  Mipalued  in  the 
lourih  ariiclH  ol  Uu:  ircaiy  of  6lb  Aogutt,  IH&I,  998,000. 

For  ilK  third  of  fliiy  iii>iallmenu  of  interaei,at  the  rale 
of  flvK  per  cent,  per  aiiuuin,  on  489,000,  Iniog  the  amount 
In  lien  ufibe  rexervaiiun  Mt  apart  in  Ibe  Uiird  article  nf  llie 
■Riaiy  ofith  AngnM,  18SI,  per  8euaie%  ameadment  Ibereof, 
$3,430. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with 
tliess  amendmenia;  and  they  were  agreed  to. 

The  nineteenth  amendment  Waa  then  reported, 
aa  follows: 

To  pay  elerln  Ibr  •errtces  performed  on  CbicksHw  In- 
dian builBsaa,  in  panuanoe  of  the  regalationa  of  the  Preil- 
denlofibs  [;nite<l8ia(e%and  in  conformiiy  inita  ibede- 
eiiion  of  the  late  Secretary  of  Ibe  Interior,  ^,187  SO. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  CommiUeeof  Ways  and 
Meana  recommend  a  eoncurrence  in  that  amend- 
ment. The  amount  waa  eatimated  for  in  the  an- 
nual eatimales.  * 

Ttie  question  waa  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  twentieth  amentlment  was  then  reported, 
as  fottows: 

For  Om  aetaat  and  aeeeMry  eipenaet  iaeurred  by  die 
proviilonat  fovemaient  of  Oregon,  in  defiiDding  Ibe  people 
of  aaid  Territory  from  the  aiiacki  and  hoatililies  of  itie 
Caynae  Indiant,  In  the  yean  1847  and  1848,  and  for  such 
aHowances  (br  the  eipenie  of  adjaeting  the  claima  on  that 
aeeoant  aa  the  Beeroiary  of  the  Traamry  snydwrn  proper, 
97S,0UO.  BatUwaaidolaiawaniiBaeeiiBUabaUbeaeuled 
aad  adjuated  at  aach  plaee  and  iaeocb  qabBeraatbe  See- 
rewry  of  the  Treaaury  may  preaeribe ;  and  no  elsima  ahali 
hereafter  be  allowed  on  aceneni  6f  ibis  War  wbleb  are  not 
pieemled  arUbia  Ibe  aext  Ibeal  year. 

Pending  the  rssidiApof  the  amisiMment, 

Mr.  PHBLPS,  ([intemipting,)  The  reading 
of  this  amendment  i*  not  necaaaaiy.  It  may  be 
rejected,  as  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
have  recommsMddd  the  passage  of  a  bin  to  deftvy 
the  expensss  incurred  in  tM  Cayuse  war  with 
Oregon,  while  they  were  eDnsidsrinr  territorial 
bUsmess;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  bfll  hM  been 
paaaed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Oh,no.  ■  Itisbettei'tolmve 
the  appropriation  made  in  this  way. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Then  I  withdraw  my  snjnes- 
tion.  I  hope,  therefore,  thia  araendiAeBt  wur  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  the^ 
amendment -wiH  not  be  adopted.  If  gentlemen 
have  ascertained  that  there  are  certain  provisioiw 
and  reSolutions'Vfaich  should  accompany  this  ap- 
propriation, it  is 'batter  that  the  amendmeiu  be 
non-concurred  in.  ' 

Mr.  HOUSTON;  The  amendment  appropri- 
alee  |75,060,  the  aame  amount  as  ma  appro- 
priated in  the  bill  ia  epieetion. 

The  qvestien  was  taken  on  eoncofring  in  the 
SenUe'a  amendment;  and  it  waa  non-concurred 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Cleric  will  now  ve- 
port  the  twenty-firat  amendment. 

Mr.PHBLPS.  Letthetwenty-firstandtwen- 
ty^seoond  amendments  be  read,  as  the  aame  ex- 
planation appliaa  to  bMb.«  <- 


They  were  accordingly  read,  aa  fbllows: 
Page  ten,  after  line  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  Inaeni 
For  arrear^esof  pay  Ibr  •ervieeeofvolnnteKtain  the  iten- 
Moky  regiaient  called  iaio  terviee  in  1836,  «l  ,M0. 

For  arrearages  of  pay  for  services  rendered  by  vuiuoteecs 
or  udlltla  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  91,000. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  These  sums  are  estimated  as 
being  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  vot:' 
unieers  called  into  service.  The  appropriatiooa 
are  recommended  by  the  Department. 

The  question  waa  taken  on  the  two  amend- 
ments; and  tliey  were  concurred  in. 

The  twenty-third  amendment  waa  liKBt  repaid 
ed,  as  followa: 

For  eloibing  for  Ibe  Array,  caiap  aad  gairison  eqBipag% 
and  horse  equipmeou,  to  supply  the  place  nf  Ioskh  mw- 
lained  by  Ibe  wreck  of  the  aieauierSau  Francisco,  3-26,SM, 

Mr.  PHELPS.  TiTat amendment recooimends 
itself,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  imd  Means 
recommend  a  concurrence  in  it. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

The  twenty-fourth  amendment  was  then  report- 
ed, as  follows: 

For  the  transportation  of  Oovemor  Stevens  and  his  partju 
and  for  explnrations  made  by  him  between  Uie  Mississippi 
river  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  940,000. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Wura 
and  Means  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  that 
amendment. 

[A  message  was  here  received  fhim  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asbdrt  Dicxiiis,  E8q.,tb*ir'8i)e- 
relary,  notifylne  the  House  that  the  Senate  tlAit 
passed  bills  of  the  House  of  the  following  tillest': 

An  act  regulating  the  times  of  holding  ^he  ses- 
sions of  the  district  and  circuit  couru  of  the'  tTni- 
ted  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiaqa;  and 

An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Florida.  • 

Also,  requesting  the  Rouse  to  return  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  passed  by  the  Hoose  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Prazer.] 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  that  the  bOI  referred 
to  in  the  message  from  the  Senate  be  returned  to 
the  Senate. 

The  queation  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  offer  an  amendment, 
which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  amendment  waa  reported,  as  follows: 

For  deflclencies  of  Governor  Stevens  and  bis  parly^ 
9K,000 ;  for  deAcieneies  of  Lieutenant  Whipple  sad  bis 
party,  915,000 ;  and  Ibr  ftirtber  explorartona  between  Ibe 
MlaaMppi  liver  aad  die  Padfle  ocean,  9M,IM0. 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  a  letter  upon  this  subject  fiom  the  Secretary 
ofWar. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

Wab  DarARTHSaT,        ) 
WASnuiGTOR.  Jfny  99,  I8S(.  { 
8ia:  laioplyto  yewteNierof  the  Mib  InsmiH^  I  have 
HwJiiiaor  lo  state  thai  Hie  asioant  requited  to  eover  deA- 
cieneies in  the  anpMprlaiion  Ibr  the  survey  of  a  railrofd 
route  to  Ibe  PaciAc  is  eatimated  at  MJOfXI.    In  the  repoit 
ftnrn  tbi*  Department  of  th^th  of  Febraaiy  last,  the  dek- 
■tency  waaasiimswd  at  98^00.    Llsaisaaat  WhlMite  has 
sin<e,inai«poi«,of.wta^  I  iaebMaaoDMt.ptaiedUiada- 
Ocieacy  ibr  bis  party  at  f  15,000.    I  have  tulsdav  brougU 
Ibe  subjict  to  Uie  aitendon  of  the  rommiltee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  reqaested  that  an  approprltrion  of  940^IIW  be 
made  to  euppty  Ibe  deOetsaeies  te  queatloa. 
Very  reapeetlbUy,  yotti  obedieat  aecvant, 

^^  JEPFERSONTDAVrs, 

Stereiaryof  Wot.  ' 

Boa.  J.  W.  MiDooOALL,  Ck<tth»a»  »/  CommUl—        '■  > 

••  Pac^fie  RaUresd,  tfeuss  »f  Rtnrmtntatim. 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  The  #40,000  which  are 
•ppiopriated'  in  theSenate  amendment;  istheitem . 
of'fra,OeO  which  waa  estimated  for  Governor 
Stevens,  and  |1S,000,  added  upon  the  mothia  of 
one  of  the  Seniitore  from  Oalifomia,  for  the  coa- 
tinuation  of  the  expleiaiion  of  Noble's  Pass,  Air 
a  railroad  roate  through  the  Sierm  Nevada;  (hat 
being  the  amount  esltmaied  for  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  ThD  iMm  of  f  IS^IOO,  added  to  the 
A35,000,  1»  designed  to  eover  the  deficiency  of 
Liewenant  Whipple,  and  to  eompieu  theegq>lo- 
ntion.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  Seoate  amend- 
ateat,  Lieotaaanl  Whipple  haa  arrived  in  thia 
city,  and  he  informa  me  that  f  15,000  in  addition 
-wm  be  hSBCSsary  to  eai^on  these  eapletationa. 
They  are  now  incomplete;  and  I  am  ihfonaad 
that  before  the  general  appropriation  biHa  will 
be  passed,  the  appropriations  alieadr  made  will 
have  been  exhausted,  and  tbat*50,000  in  addition 
will  be  Ueeessary  to  complete  the  explorations  at 
this  time.  The  exphirations  of  Oovemor  Sleteaa 
incomplete*,  IukI  if^  Older  t/>  enable  iim^ 
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to  go  <»n  with  the  w«rk  the  prMcnt  atMOBtiRHne 
mui  auin  m  tbia  muat.bc  appropriated,  beyond 
the  appropriation  of  (^6,000  recommendad  in  the 
Senate  amendment.  Unleaa  Ihia  be  dona,  the 
Work  muat  be  diacontinued,  and  the  explorationa 
for  the  whol;  year  be  loat. 

The  amount  aaked  for  ia  amall  in  conlpariaon 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  reauh  which  it  i»  pro- 
poaed  to  accomplish,  and  I  hope  the  amount  of 
fSO.OOO  will  be  appropriated.  1  aiate  again,  that 
the  explorationa  of  Gorernor  Stevena  are  incom- 
plete, and  he  cannot  prosecute  the  work  during 
Ike  Drcsant  WMion  onlaaa  this  appropriation  be 
made.  It  ia  a  matter  of  very  great  importance 
diat  there  ahoold  be  an  axploration  of  Noble's 
Fasa,  which  ia  the  only  practical  pass  through 
the  Sierra.  If  it  ia  not  designed  by  the  Oovern- 
ment  to  abandon  this  magnificent  enterprise,  it  ia 
exceedingly  important  that  this  appropriation 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope,  sir,  that 
tiie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  California 
will  not  be  adopted,  nor  the  amendment  o(  the 
Senate  concurred  in.  For  one,  I  cannot  vote  for 
either,  nor  can  I  see  how  any  old-fashioned, 
■traigbt-faned  Democrat  can  TOte  for  cither  of  the 
proposed  appropriations.  Sir,  the  doctrine  held 
at  ops  time,  and  still  held  by  me,  is,  that  this 
Government  has  no  power,  under  the  Conatitu- 
tion,  to  cominenoe  or  carry  on  works  of  internal 
%W(<i>Temeiit.  Oj  making  this  appropriation  pro- 
arji^n^,  tot  tb^e  surveys,  you  concede,  in  my 
WW9Pt  ^f!.  i^bolf  power  to  the  Government. 
^y^vJtaTStaii^^ority  under  the  Constitution  to 
IBMC^  ilppropHatioDs  from  the  Treasury  for  tur- 
JVf^>  PreparaV>rv,to  the  construction  of  a  road,  I 
q^Ayt  c^nfeive  how  you  can  ileny  the  power  of 
tti^^ibTcniineht  to  go  on  and  complete  the  work. 
3i^>y  leaking  ^oy  a(»ropriations  at  all  for  this 
nafpo«e,.]rpji  propee^  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
abctrih'e  laid  down  by  the  Democratic  party;  and 
1  hope  the  meniben  of  that  party  in  this  House 
will  put  themselves  right  upon  toe  record,  by  re- 
jecting the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Cal- 
ifornia, and  also  that  of  the  Senate. 

But,  air,  it  is  not  my  purpose — I  have  not  the 
time,  if  I  bad  the  disposition — to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  this  question.  I,  suppose  it  will 
come  up,  and  be  discussed  fully  when  we  come  to 
consider  the  bill  which  ia  the  special  order  in  this 
committee  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment,«nd  move  that  the  appropriation  be  increased 
'  $ifiOO.  I  wiah  tostate,  that  it  ia  not  necessary  for 
me  to  affirm,  in  presenting  this  amendment,  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Goveirbment  to  make  tbia 
class  of  improvements.  Thatpqweris  notinvolved. 
J  do  not  tJiinK  it  ne^jessary  to  iiffirm  that  doctrine 
now;  nor  do  I  Ibink  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
•nrm  it  any  tioae  this  session  of  Ceogfeaa.  Tbia 
proviaioo  is  aimpiy  for  an  ezphiration  of  our  ewti 
(Crriloryf  to  ascertain  its  rMoufces,  its  capabilities. 
The  tcrritery  ia  a  vast  one,  uti  ^iea  beiween  the 
Rocky  MouBlaioa  and  4he  Pacific  ocean.  It  is 
our  own  property,  our  own  poasesaiana.  Does 
tfie  gentleman  deny  that  we  Mvi  the  pow*r  to 
inquire  into  the  capabilities  and  resources  of  all 
portions  of  the  Comedcrasy,  particuiarl^r  of  the 
Territories,  Our  own  property,  which  it  ia  our 
business  to  make  available  and  valuable?  I  have 
riaeo  to  state  that  the  qneatioa  of- the  -po.w  o^ 
the  OovemiaeM  to  moke  intfrnal  improvements 
is  not  involvwi  here.  All  these  explorations  are 
valiublei.  valuable  not  merely  for  railroad  par- 
posestbttt  for  the  puipoee  of  enabling  D^toaiider- 
■taod  the  eapabilitie*  and  rsaonrcea  of  our  .vast 
BcpabBe.  Very  impertant  it  ia  tq  Givor  al)  theae 
expioratioha.    They  ongkl  to  be  aiultiplied. 

The  qvcstion  was  lakea;  and  the  amendment 
to  the  amendnicnt  was  lott. 

The  qMstion  w«a  than  taken  oD  thaameadmeBt 
of  the  Senate,  *nd4t  was  non-coiwanad  ia. 

The  Clark  reported  the  twenty-fifth  aoaend- 
Mcnt  of  tbeSenatc,  aa  follahwt 

ror  eouimitBK  Ac  w«ks  Ar  brtagiat  water  iai»  tte 
titf  or  W«*Mntv><i(,  ViatiMIO, 

Mr.  PHfiLPS.  Mr.  Cbairniaa,  the  Comnit- 
tae  of  Ways  and  Manas  reoommend  a  non-oei- 
earrene*  i*  thin  mneDdment  of  the  Seanie.  .b 
proposan  wt  appropriation  of  f|GOO,000  lowaqda 
■A*  introdnetiDn  of  watt*  into  tiiin  cijw.  Already 
f  IOO4OOO  have  baonepproprialed  for  thatpurpoae, 
aad-l  believe.diat  aaarly  the  whole  of  thnl  sa'm 
.has  beta  ejcpendedi.    Om  the  pian  under  whick 


that  |iaO,QM>  was  expeaded,  the  estinauss  of  the 
officer  »ho  w  thai  (be  aiyieduct  will  coat  #3,300,000. 
It  moat  be  borne  in  mnd  ibat  this  is  the  sstimate 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work,  in  all  pah- 
lie  work*  which  have  been  oonsinietcd  withia  my 
experience,  v*  have  always  fotiad  that  the  real 
cost  far  exceeded  the  estioHitsa  aabmiltcd  by  the 
officers  who  had  them  in  charge  at  the  time  of 
commencemsni. .  ■ 

Another  phui  baa  been  proponed  for  bringing 
water  into  this  city  by  a  gentlonan  of  the  name 
of  Salomon.  1  thuk  iliat  hia  plan  would  involve 
an  expenditure  of  about  |1,000,000.  It  is  ahown 
by  his  plans  and  estimate* — and  they  are  both  in- 
dorsed by  rsspectable  gentleman— that  under  h>a 
plan  the  city  could  be  amply  supplied  with  water, 
even  should  its  growth  exceed  what  is  anticipated 
by  ita  friends.  For  this  reason  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meana  recommend  It  non-concurrence 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

It  ia  proper  that  I  should  ranwrk  that  the  esti- 
mates concerning  jmblic  buildings  and  public 
grounds  of  the  city  of  Waahiogton  belong  more 
appropriately  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings aiid  Grounds;  but  being  phwed  in  the  defi- 
eienoy  bill  by  the  Senate,  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Cfommiltce  of  Ways  and  Means  to  examine 
And  report  on  them. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  have  a  remark  or  two 
to  make  in  connection  with  this  proposition.   - 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  the  genUeman  be 
kind  enough  to  .offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  am  going  t«  oppose  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  speak  in  favor  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  In  order  to  enable  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  apeak  in  order,  I  wiU  move 
an  amendment  fro  forma.  I  move  to  strike  out 
"1500,000." 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  This  whols  subject,  to- 
gether with  all  the  cstimatea,  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia— pf  which 
1  am  a  msmber — during  the  early  port  of  the 
winter.  This  appropriation  waa  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  reasons  were  given 
why  it  should  be  voted  by  Congress. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  (he  House,  that  at  the 
first  asssion  of  the  last  Congress  an  appropriation 
of  #6,000  was  made  for  thepumose  of  securing  10 
this  city  a  supply  of  water  Mm  the  Potomac 
«iver.  Tbatinoney  waa  expended, and  the  sur- 
veys made  by  Captain  Meigs-  were  reported  to 
Ibie  Houss,  and  afterwards,  at  the  last  aessiox  of 
Congress,  #100,000  was  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
penoed  upea  the  execution  of  whatever  plan  might 
be  adopted  by  the  Preaidsnt  of  the  United  States. 
Three  plans  were  proposed  bv  Captain  Meigs, 
either  one  of  which  could  have  been  adopted:  one 
to  bring  the  water  from  the  Little  Falls;  one  to 
bring  it  irom  Rock  Creek;  and  the  other  to  bring 
it  from  the  Great  P^lls.  The"  President  of  the 
United  States  adopted  the  plan  proposing  to  bring 
the  water  from  the  Great  Falla.  The  act  appro- 
priating'the  #100,000  made  U  obligatory  npon  him 
to  aslect  the  plan^  and  the  money  was  tp  be  ex- 
pended OP  the  plan  adopied  by  him.  That  has 
been  done.  The  money  has  been  expended;  the 
work,  has  been  eommenoed;  laad*  in  Maryland 
have  been  coademaed;  coaMaets— embryo  con- 
traoie,  at  lenst— h«re  been  entered  into  to  furnish 
the  brioka,  and  everything  connected  with  the 
work.  If  this  House  is  determined  that  the  work 
ahaV  be  coniinucd,  tha^  il  shall  not  be  ahatidoaed, 
I  conceive  that  this  ia  the  proper  time  to  make  the 

Sipraprialiaa.  This  is  the  estimate  of  the  War 
epHtmsMi  and  the.  Hpaseia  urgsd  to  adopt  it 
upon  the  ground  that  now  ia  the  proper  tisse  if  it 
as  to  be  appropriated  at  aU;  that  theaickly  aeason 
.will  soon  commancc;  that  the  #100.000  baa  al- 
ready been  expended;  that  the  work  must  otho^ 
wise  reqwia  in  ita  prsaentoondiliov  until  thaosM- 
mencemant  of  next  .year,  aad  in  that  event,  -it 
-  will  end  in  a  lose  to  the  Oovemtaent  of  the  money 
whiah  baa  been  already  expended. 

Sir,  riMild  to  the  opinion  that  this  woHk  will  go 
on,  now  that  it  baa  b<en  cosamenced.  1  origin- 
ally 4m^oaed-thi*  projeot  strongly  and  ateml|r  in 
tfaisHonee.  BntukMsuffioiefH  foundation  to  be 
irresistible,  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  tUa 
appropri«l>on  ahouid  be  main  so  aa  to  avoid  anch 
a  loss  to  the  Govenuaent? 

Sir,  if  the  aparopriation  i«  to  be  made  at  all,  it 
ought  to  be  made  nowi.  and  in  this  bill.  I  have 
reported.a  bill  for  this  veijr  pwyaae,  bcm  the 


CommsUM  far  tha  Dialriat  of  CohmMa,  bat  k  i* 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  ihsaiatoaf  lbs 
Union,  and  there  ia  no  prob^bifity  that  it  wiH  be 
reached  till  near  the  elaat  of  the  assaioa,  if  elallt 
and  this  is  aa  good  a  phwe  fee  tha  app roprialiaa 
aa  any  other. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  With  the  pcimiasion  of  tha 
committee,  I  wiU  now  withdraw  my  amendment^ 
and  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  vote  at  enee  apan  the 
Senato  amendment.  I  auppose  sscmbenf  bava 
made  op  their  minds  upoa  it. 

There  being  no  objeetioa,  the  ameadmeat  waa 
withdrawn. 

The  questisB  recurred  oB  eenearring  in  tha  , 
BBiendmeot  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PHELP&  Another  vote  can  be  takes 
upon  it  in  the  House.  Lst  the  amendment* 
therefore,  be  reiceted,  and  the  quealion  will  ooUa 
in  the  House  upon  eeacorring  with  saeb  action. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  would  ask  theCbairmaa 
what  the  state  of  the  aucstk>n  ia  i 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  queation  ia  apo* 
concurring. with  the  assendment  praaentcd  to  the 
committee  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Oaoicia.  The  aatsa*. 
mcln  of  the  Senate  providee  for  aepplying  Ihia 
city;  and  all  of  a*  who  wiah  water  witt  vote  l» 
eoneur  in  that  amandmenl. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  desire  to  ask  a  quastfam. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  tb* 
fioor. 

Mr.  SMITH.of  Tirglnia.  WiHtkegeMlfem^ 
from  Kentucky  allow  me  to  aak  a  quealion  of  Im 
gentleman  h*mk  Miaaonri,  over  the  way,  in  ra- 
gard  to  this  matter? 

{Cries  of  "  Order!"  "  Order t'T 

Mr.  MdiTM.  I*  it  not  in  order  to  ask  cpis*- 
tions?  I  wish  to  inqoir*  whether  the  appfopriarioa 
which  baa  been  made  waa  not  aub^t  to  the  pItt 
of  the  Predident;  end  Whether  the  phin  now  being 
presented  is  not  one  which  he  has  advised? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  My  in&icmation  ia,  that  it  ia 
the  plan  which  was  sdopted  by  the  Prssidsot;  bat 
that  docs  net  preclnde  the  Congressof  ths  United 
States  from  adoptini;any  other  plan. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  oftr  th»r 
following  amendment: 

PmHet,  kowntr,  Tbal  B»  pan  Of  said  i>ani  tkall  ti^ 
cipcnded,  eicepi  upiin  eondliMn  Ihai,  after  adrertiMaieSt 
Iter  ilKr  dogra,  a  coolrwi  ess  ks  siails  witt  leipnsitHc 
pa/Uu,  wbo  will  (iv*  bond  a>4  Mcmttj  tff  ike  AbbOil 
and  complete  execuUbn  of  ib«  work,  for  a  nnn  not  is  Wf 
ceed  lbs  ainoantorilie  cngiiwer'i  oitfiaal  nKaiaMs. 

I  do  not  believe  that  this  project  is  ondsrstoo^ 
by  the  House.  If  I  believed  the  roenthers  were 
in  possession  of  proper  information,  to  enable 
them  to  judge  wisely  of  the  consequences  of  ihia 
appropriation,  I  Would  not  detto  the  coromittca 
by  a  single  remark.  The  work  for  supplyiiu; 
the  citizens  of  Waahington  and  Georgetown  wilS 
water,  aa  propoaed  to  be  carried  out  ander  tbia 
appropriation,  ia  of  too  vast  a  roagnitade  wa 
to  merit  some  consideration.  I  am  nolopposiid 
to  any  economical  and  feasible  plan  for  procuring 
waMr;  but  I  am  opposed  to  this,  becauae  I  believe 
moat  sincerely  that,  to  complete  it,  wlU  requira 
not  less  than  i£,0QO,OeO. 

The  appropriation  of  #109,000,  made  by  Coa- 

Sess  at  the  last  •session,  waa  rejected  by  thif 
ouse  when  first  proposed.'  When  it  camefirom 
the  Senate  as  an  amendment  to  the  appropriatioa 
bill,  it  was  again  rejected,  and  only  passed  upoa 
ths  recommefldatioa  of  a  committee  of  conference 
^to  aave  the  bill  to  which  it  waa  atOchcd.  ffo 
aingle  member  in  either  Hoate  who  TMed  for  it 
ever  dreamed  that  it  was  bot  the  beginning  of  ha 
expenditurr  which  was  to  bs  calculatsd  by  mi^ 
lions.  No,  SB',  if  it  had  been  ss  suppoaad,  i 
venture  to  sav  the  approprialioii  wtonld  Mirtt 
have  suoaeSded. 

It  i*  tr«e,aa  the  gentleman  frons  Marjpiaafi 
[Mr.  Hamiltob]  aaya,  there  have  basn  ibrsa 
plans  Buggdsted  for  anpplyiag  the  eitiea  with  water 
— one  fiam.  the  Great  Pdlla,  atiothar  fraa  th* 
Little  Falki,aa4ihe«th«'fran  Rock  Ciaek.  Tha 
plan  from  tht  Great  FaUa  propoaes  to  erect  apoa 
the  ertbt  of  the  ftUs  a  dam  eight  feet  high,  firom 
which  water  ia  to  beosn^reywi  to  this  peietthraagh 
a  brick  oonduit  of  nine  feet  in  dfaimeter,  and  abaol 
sixtcsn  miles  long.  No  Jinman  power  nan  i^ace 
a  dam  at  that  point  of  sufficient  strength  to  icaiat 
the  freaheto,  which  aometimes  sweli  the  rivsr  6oa» 
thirty  to  fifty  feet  above  ths  ssdinary  kvat  at  the 
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ThvprojtM  w  wiM  Mid  vMoHMry,  and 
-«Bii  Dwrar  prav*  aMything  bat  a  fitthlic.  Albng 
iU*  iim  oraqatdoct  tbert  are  to  b*  plaecd  two 
rcacrvoirn  tlMprincipat  one  at  the  Littla  Palh.to 
<eiMt«n  cigbty-two  lUHtioiM  firs  bandved  and 
twenty-one  thdutand  five  hundred  gallons,  at  an 
'rtevatwn  abvr*  high  tide  in  tb*  Potomac  of  one 
Iwndrid  aitd  fony-ive  feet,  and  a  diatributing 
-reaervoir,  •  shoit  diKance  abore  Georgetown,  to 
•mtain  Jlfty-nin*  million  aeren  hundred  and 
•irhtT-three  ifaouaand  galtooa,  alaoatan  eievation 
'Oromy  one  hmdfM  and  roit7>fiTe  feet  above  tide 
water.  '  The  ftimcr  will  coTcr  fiftr  acrea,  and  the 
•thar  thirtr-aix  acre*.  I  have  before  me  the  map 
made  by  the  engineera  of  theae  aaveral  aurTcya, 
and  the  position  of  theae  reaerroin,  fVom  which 
^e  comae  of  die  a^educt  may  be  aeen.  Here  ia 
(be  Rock  Creek  survey,  (exhibiting  it  upon  the 
map,)  to  which  1  ask  the  attention  of  thecommit- 
tae.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  plan  that  it  proposes 
to  have  a  dam,  at  no  greater  distance  from  Wash- 
■ington  than  thedistriMtingdam  of  ihq  Oreat  Falls 
pmjeel,  of  greater  capacity  than  both  the  dame  on 
that  pri^t  together,  and  at  a  higher  elevation.  It 
wiU  eonurin  (wo  hundred  and  thirty-one  milliona, 
-•■d  ia  situated  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet 
■hove  tidewater.  This  project  was  first  surveyed 
by  Colonel  Oeorge  W.  Haghes,  of  Maryl'"><'i 
then  .a  member  sf  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  was 
•stimated  would  not  exceed  in  cost  $SOd,000. 
-It  was  subseqasotly  surveyed  by  Captain  Meigs, 
and  has  been  highly  approved  as  the  best  ptaa  by 
.<tone  of  the  most  enbghtlraed  and  experienced 
civil  engineera  iir  the  «>nntry.  And  i  nny  here 
aak,  winr  is  it  that  theOreat  FaHs  plan,  which 
aannot  be  carried  out  without  an  increased  ex- 
yenditoTaofpubUentoneymorethan  FsneCcssary, 
should  be  preferred  to  the  one  which  brings  the 
water  from  Rode  Creek?  The  Rock  Creek  plan; 
by  the  eogincer^i  own  showing  upon  the  map, 
will  afford  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  millions  of 
catlana,  while  both  rtscrvtotta  together,  on  the 
other  plan,  will  not  aiibrd  that  much,  nor  at  so 
high  an  el«v«tion.  Sorely,  a  sopeiabundaneeof 
water  may  be  had  from  Rook  Ci«ek,  of  the  best 
quality;  and  on  aeeount  of  the  smalhiiw  of  the 
«iMi,  It  ouglM  to  be  prsfcrred.  But  Why  Ining  the 
•water  Crom  theChrcat  Frits,  wfaon  it  may  be  had 
in  abundance  at  the  Little  Falla,  not  more  than 
half  the  distance  from  the  city  ? 

Mr.  HILLYBR.  Will  the  gendsmaa  from 
Kcntuckr  allow  me  to  interrupt  him ) 

Mr.  STANTD^^.  ■■  I  would  do  as  dieerfblly, 
but  I  have  but  flv*  minutea*  time  to  devote  to  the 
Mhjaet«  ud  wish  to  mako' a  few  mora  remarks. 
1  hava  reecntiy  aeea  the  stirtistioa  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, water-works.  Thsy  wers,  I  think,  com- 
■leneed  about  tTM;  and,  from  that  thhe  to  the 
preaeat,  the  whole  coat  of  origiaal  construction, 
rcpoira,  and  every  other  expense,  has  been  only 
■boot  iStaOOiOOe.  -TbMe  works  have  been  kept 
JB  opoaiion  for  sixty  years,  and. now  aupply  a 
pe|ipahiti«a  •f  four  hnnidred  ihauaandperaons;  and 
<hia  baa  bsw  the  whole  expansel  The  estimates 
jof  Captain  Meigs,  fi»r  his  project  of  water-works, 
is  #2,300,000— and  this  «nly  to  begin  with,  only 
tiw  original  eointhiction!  Why,  etr,  the  popula- 
tion to  be  supplied  ia  only  aboat  one  eighth  of 
that  of  PhiiaoMphia,  aad  wa*  propose  to  expend 
•tmost  as  mtKli  to  begin  with,  aa  has  been  ex- 
pended in  sixty  ysarato  keepaoppHed  abundantly 
a  city  of  four  hundred  tbonaand  whabitams.  BtK 
I  know  Masethmg  of  the  tofiMrapby  sf  the  coun- 
try through  which  this  aqueduct  is  to  run,  and  a 
voueher  aad  mors  impracticable  location  for  such  a 
work  could  hardly  have  been  found  in  any  portion 
«f  our  tsfvitory.  The  estimates  of  the  engineer 
•m  not,  in  the  view  «f  many  practical  men,  as 
•xperieacad  and  inleUigentaa  the  engkiser  himself, 
■aahalf  of  what  the  work  must  oast  to  oomplete 
it,  if  we  allow  it  to  i^  on  aeearding  t»  the  magnifl- 
•ant  plan  upon  whiehr'll  has  been  prbjeoted.  The 
whole  thing,  sir«  is  opog  a  scale  of  magnifioenefc 
aot  even  nvalad  by  tae  renowned  stTuetures  of  a 
mnilsr  kind  fiw  whish  imeiant  Rstne  was  fimed. 
i  khow  of  iw  reaaon  vriiy  w*  sboald  expend  the 
•aopts^i  ^cney  upon  such  k  project,  unlaaa  to 
muM  down  to  paaterky  ths  name  of  its  anthor, 
said  perpstaate,  tofutaivageo,  the  MIy  aad  waats- 
fiilnass  at  this  Coogneas. 

Mr.  UICai.YBa.  I  woald  like  to  mquirs  ftom 
the  gsntieman  from  KsMueky,  [Mr.  SrAXTOw,] 
if,  ia  the  tdlartaiona  in  tho  plein  of  wbieb  he  kas 
hsait.-apmhingt  it^VAaM  tttm  to  Hw  pto  «f 


takiMthowati 
the  VtMimmiBi 


water  from  Roek  Crsski  instead  of  from 


Mr.  STANTON.  What  altsmtions  does  the 
gentlemaa  allude  to  i 

Mr.  HILLYBR.  That  about  which  you  hav^ 
been  speaking  to  the  committee.  Thia^plan  which 
you  have  beea  advocating— ddet  it  not  look  to 
taking  the' water  from  Rock  Creek,  and  not  from 
the  Potomac? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Yes;  a(  an  elevation  of  one 
hundred  and  isixty-aix  feet  above  tide  water  on  the 
JPotomae  river,  and  St  a  cost  of  i500,000.  And 
this  plan  would  give  two  hi^ndred  and  thirty-one 
millions  of  gallons  of  water,  while  the  otker  plan, 
which  is  to  cost  |a,300,0UH,  would  give  only 
eighty-two  millions  of  gallons,  at  the  same  dis- 
tance from  the  city,  and  from  an  elsvatioo  of  twen- 
ty-one feet  leaa. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rwret 
extremely  that  the  bonorablegenlleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Stanton,]  has  seen  fit  to  place  this 
great  enterprise  before  the  House  in  the  manner 
that  be  has.  The  members  of  this  House  would 
suppose  that  there  is  deception  somewh'ere;  and, 
indeed  it  necessA-ily  carries  upon  its  face  evidence 
that  there  ia  deception  somewhere.  There  is 
something  more  involved  in  this  than  appears 
upon  its  face.  The  fact  that  the  gentleman  states 
that  there  should.be  two  hundreo  million  gallons 
of  water  supplied  from  Rock  Creek,  ami  only 
eighty-two  millions  from  the  Potomac,  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  show  that  there  is  something  wrong 
somewhere.  But  it  is  not  as  thus  stated.  If  the. 
members  are  |tt  alt  conversant  with  the  report  of 
Mr.  Meigs  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
Upon  this  subject,  they  will  remember  that  hesays 
that  Rock  Creek  will  supply  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton with  not  more  than  from  eight  to- ten  millions 
of  gallons  of  water  daily.  It  may  at  some  sea- 
sons of  the  year  supply  more. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  gentleman  from  Moiy- 
land  misunderstood  me.  1  said  that  that  amount 
would  be  contained  in  the  dam.  Rock  Creek  will 
supply  nineteen  millions  of  gallons  dally. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  It  may  at  some  seasons 
of  th«  year;  but  it  will  not  supply  moMthon  rra 
millions  of  gallons  in  the  suimner.  Thataaposes 
the  fallacy  M  the  position  of  the  gsntteman  from 
Kentucky  ia  refltrence  (•  t^is  work.  The  Poto- 
mac works  will  ftamish  this  city  daily  with  sixty- 
setren  miltions  of  gaUotts;  and  this  WW  be  Hs 
capaciiy  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  differ- 
ence, then^  beiwetn  the  capacity  of  ths  ttra  works 
is  ths  differenc*  bstwsctt  eight  or  ten  milli«ns  of 
gallons  and  sixty-se«sDrail«om«f  gallons  at  «N 
seasons  of  theyenr. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  would  ask  thegenthmian 
what  nae  has  this  city  for  such  a  vast  qaatMlty  trf' 
waur?  Is  it  to  be  used  to  run  macbuisry,  and 
ibr  Such  Kke  porposea? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Ws  all  have  onr  ideas 
upon  that  sohject.  Thsy  may  dKfer  somewhat; 
rat  I  am  not  called  upon  to  enter  into  an  argu- 
msM  to  prove  the  necessity  of  that  amount  of 
water,  and  of  ths  use  which  can  h«  mad*  af  it. 
Bat  we  have  men  to  diiscity  who  hafrsgt^atid.m 
in  regard  to  the  magniflcence  of  the  capital,  and 
of  the  reqoirMnenis  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
Union.  They  have  the  ittea  that  we  ar«  to  have 
foamains,  and  jets,  and  reservoirs  in  all  om'public 
grounds,  and  everytkif^  of  that  kind,  trhiim'WiH 
consume  this  vastanraant  of  water. 

Ttn  miWons  of  gsllona  ara  rtmiirsd  tar  the  sap- 
ply  of  a  single  jet  daily  in  tb«  Boston  Common*; 
anid  if  this  city  is  to  m,  according  to  Hw  opinion 
of  asany  men,  yea,  qf  the  gfeat  mass-  of  the 
Amevioaa  people.  Hie  matropoHs  of  theigiaatsm 
RcpubKe  that  ever  tcisted,  and  of  the  greatest 
so«mry«poii  ths  fhce  «( th»  hab^able<gMbe,'tha 
day  may  eotno  when  it  will  reatrfre,  not 'ten,  bat 
■ixty'«sv«nmilliDnfe  of  pilKms  daily  •»  aopply  tha 
want*  and  convsniencea  of  its  eitinns.  - 

But  I  care  nothing  aboat  that..  My  oinsot  ia  to 
show  the  capacity  St  these  works,  md  the  difliar- 
ence  bstwsen  the  two.  I'  sappose  thi*  Haass  is 
nfl«  disposed  to  enlsr  faito  a  eomrotawy  as- to  the 
porlie*  who  ar«  involved  in  this  malMI-,tMld  aatb 
whstherthis,  or  that,  or  tha  other  work,  shall  he 
•sleeted;  What  hind  af  sn  avocation  would  it  be 
for  two  hundred  and  fcrty  membei*  to  sit  here 
and  decide  hpon  ths  proper  (dan  to  be  adopted  ? 
We  h«««  referred  that  mMMion  to  the  prapsr  «fl* 
eer  of  the  Qovcmment,  Kntike  parposaof  ateuring 
tmiiy  of  astitifc' W*<g««»tha»{to<Mr«0'i)i«PMtt 


dsntoT  Iba  Daitsd  States  abosluts^  and  uaqoali- 
fitdly»«ad>wa  adopted  the  plan  which  heselciMad, 
and  this  OMigras,  by  its  action  thus  fiir,  haa 
carried  it  oat.  Tlmt  phio  was  eatamaied  to  coit 
#9,800,000.  We  adopted  that  plan  when  wecon* 
.tarred  the  pawsr  upon  the  Presideat,  aad  appri>- 
pnatcd  moiiey  for  that  porpoae. 

Mr.  UILLYER,  1  aak  the  gentleman  from 
Keatuoky  [Mr.SssMToM)  to  withdraw  his  aoiend- 
ment,  to  enable  m«  lojiffer  another? 

Mr.  STANTON.  J  withdraw  it.  if  th«r*  is  no 
objection  to  my  doing  ao. 

No  objection  ora*  mads,  and  tha  ainendiltent 
waa  withdiawn. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  move  to  incrcasa'  the  ap- 
ptopriatiaB  ttO^eOO. 

During  tts  last  CeogrcsB,  Mr.  Chmrman,  I 
aerved  upon  the  Commiuee  ftir  the  Distriot  of 
Columbia,  and  this  subject  was  frequently  bc(bi« 
that  Houaa  committee,  and  I  know  aomathin|; 
aboat  A  We  then  heard  mueb  of  the  two  phaa 
proposed  to  bring  walar  into  this  «ity.  The  one 
involved  a  very  larse  expanditure,  a*  waa  said, 
and  ihe  oth«r  involved,  oompatativciy,  a  small 
exDMiditurSi 

The  large  expsnsa  involved  of  conducting  tha 
water  fVom  the  Potomac  into  thia  city  is  the  prin- 
cipal objection  of  those  who  oppose  thia  appro- 
priation. But  it  ia  proposed  to  bring  it  from 
Rook  Creek  becauae  K  will  cost  les*.  Now/ sir, 
it  will  be  aseerlalned,  if  gsntlelaen  are  disposed 
to  go  iato  ths  investigatien  of  Ibis  sabieot,  that 
Rock  Creek  ri«s*  in  tjio  *all<7  of  the  Stomas, 
and  Ibat  the  wotar  is  not  sumcientlypare  to  b* 
soitabls  for  supplying  the  city' of  Waohiagtsa 
with  water;  while  the  water  in  the  Potomac  comes 
fnira  the  mouataina,  and  is  precisely  what  ia 
oranted.  Noao  can  be  purer,  it  is  desirable,  it 
ia  of  vast  importance,  that  the  water  whicli  is  to 
supply  the  people  of  diis  city  should  be  from  tha 
very  purest  source. 

These  variona  plhns  have  been  submitted  to  tha 
Presideat  Of- the  United  State*,  and, by  him  r«- 
feired  to  scientific  men,  who  have  examined  them 
thoroughly,  and  have  reported  in  favor  of  bringing 
the  pure  water  from  the  Oteat  Flalhi  of  the  Poto- 
mae.  They  have  selected  thalas  (he  somaefrtMi 
whsnce  this  aqaeduet  ia  to  be  broueht>  Now, 
strt  k  thisk  that  the  judgment  of  the  President  sf 
the  United  Slatesi  and  of  thess  scientific  gentla- 
men,  should  be  stistained  by  the  action  of  thi* 
House.'  It  is  true  thatit  will  involve  th*  expendi- 
(orsofalaigeamoamof  maney;itistrue  that  it 
will  Inaolva,  perhaps,  a  larger  amount  than  mAttf 
of  tba  other  nhun;  but  it  Besma  to  me  that  tha 
ndvaatage*  of  thia  plan  are  more  than  auflleieni  to 
behinee  theincreasedaAohiM  which  will  be  aeedcd. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  instead  of  dimiaishing  tha 
"of  this  appropriation,  it  should  be  in- 


Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  will  stale,  that  aeconl- 
img  to  th*  report  of.  Lieutenant  Meigs,  the  whole 
cost  af  bringing  the  traier  from  Roiek  Creek  is 
#I,S58<8M. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Aeeording  I* 
Cohmel  Haghes  "kreaoHU  will  eom*Bly|SO(li,00». 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vfagiaia.  If  tha  gentlemab 
wiH  aUow  mo,  in  m^tr  -mat  the  MaimBee  may 
aaderstand  what  iM*  ttotk  Creek  i*,  I  wiB  Inform 
them  that  it  i*  the  litde  atreara  — — 

A  MxMsaa.    The  Tiber? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  No,  not  the  Tiber,  but  th*  lif- 
ti*  fillby  sttcam  that  run*  bttar**B  Chuigetawa 
aad  Waabingtan.  it  ha*  .*■  il*  baaka— Qbd 
kaow*  orhot  are  on  its  banks;  bat  1  do  net  think 
the  water  ia  good  to  drink  any  more  than  that  at 
theTeberis.  Itiattboutof Maoamedeaeriptioa, 
though- it  is  a  itiiver  stream. 

Mr.  HIU<YER.  K  there  be  no  objeeliont  f 
Will  'WitlidrSlw  my  ainendmeat. 

Mr.  MILL80N..  I  objecL  I  desire  to  apsak 
in-oapositioB  la  it. 

Mr.  Ohoinnar  I  do  Mat  iotend  to  any  any- 
thing ia  rtgard  to  th*  marila  of  ths**  varioa* 
okas  fisr  bnagiae  water  into  the  mtyt  bat,  ail^ 
I  proaoae  toiapeui  in  oppositi*a  lo.tinm  aH.  Il 
maybamyfaall.  It  may  bs  that  I  do  not  under- 
stand  tits  d«tie*  af  Congrsss  or  ths  aUigatioaa 
as  w«n  hS'i  augbt;  bat  really  I  have  not  b**n  abts 
to  sse  th*  obligalioB  th«rs  is  apon  the  peapla  sf 
tlM  Onited  Siatsa  at  larg*  to  Mpaly  tha  psopis  '^t 
Washington  with  water  to  drklk.  Maw,  sir.  If 
these  waMp-worlm  are  designed  for  oom*  public 
psKpnosy  ir<'(lwy  aM.da«iga*d  toaay'pfps**  Cht 
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Wfaieli  CoBgmm  oMf  proptriy  •pprapriaM  the 
money  of  ths  OsiMd  States,  let  itbeahown.  Bat 
if  the  deaign  be  eimply  to  ^upply  the  people  of 
WBebingion  with  water  to  Orink,  1  really  ao  not 
■ee  the  propriety  of  doing  it.  I  do  not  bstiare 
there  ia  a  city  in  the  world  that  ■•  aupplied  with 
water  except  at  ila  own  expenee.  The  city  of 
'New  York  ia  aupplied  at  ila  own  expcnae. 

Mr.  CRAIG  B.  Ia  the  gMttlaman  not  aware 
that  a  large  proportion  of  tb  property  in  tba  «ity 
ia  GoTcmment  property,  and  ia  not  atibjeet  to 
taxation ) 

A.  MuMBca.  There  are  140,000,000  of  proper- 
ty here  belonging  to  the  GoTemment  which  ia  not 
aubject  to  taxation. 

Mr.  HILLYBR.  The  GoTemaicnt  haa  prop- 
art*  to  the  amount  of  M0,000,000  here. 

Mr.  MIIXBON.  ft  ia  aaid  that  the  GoTaa- 
meat  ba^,  property  here  which  pays  no  tax. 
Why  ahould  it  pay  a  Ux  to  the  peopU  of  Waah- 
ington?  On  what  ground  can  the  ^eatleman 
soppoae  that  the  Oovernmentof  the  United  Siatea 
ought  to  pay  the  inhabitanta  of  Washington  for 
the  prrvilege  of  building  on  ita  own  lands  i 

Mr.  CRA I6E.     i  f  the  GovemmeDt  should  not 

Ky  tax,  why  ehould  the  people  of  Washington 
oaHcd  upon  to  fomiab  water  for  the  public  prop- 
erty of  the  country,  aa  well  aa  for  the  public  em- 
ployees ? 

Mr.  MIIXSON.  There  ia  no  such  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the'  inhabitants  of  Washington.  If 
they  bring  water  here  for  their  own  nee,  and  the 
GoTemment  want  its  use,  it  ought  to  pay  for  it. 
But  I  do  not  see  why  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  bt  at  the  expense  of  supplying  the 
people  of  Washington  with  water.  I  do  not  see 
why  my  constituents,  who  hare  to  drink  very  bad 
water,  should  be  charged  with  a  tax  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  supplying  the  people  of  Washington, 
who  already  hava  much  better  water  than  they 
can  get. 

Mow,  air,  in  reference  to  the  use  of  the  water 
by  the  Government,  I  ahoald  like  to  hear  gentle- 
men explain  the  reaaona  why,  as  a  mere  matter 
of  pqUie  utility, thia appropriation  ahould  be  mads. 
1  ask  the  gentleman  with  a  aineera  daaire  to  re- 
•aire  information  on  the  aubieet.  If  the  nablic 
interests  are  to  be  promoted  by  this  expenaiiurc, 
Jet  us  know  bow.  But  I  do  not  see  on  whatprin- 
ople-  it  is  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  at 
large  are  to  be  ehargea  with  the  njrment  of  aome 
#Sv000,00O  for  the  purpoae  of  bringing  water  into 
the  eity  of  Wasbingioa,  not  for  piwlie,  but  for 
private  uaea?  I  shall  vote  againat  the  whole  ap- 
propriation, onlrss  there  be  aomabetter  reason  than 
that  the  iababitimta  of  Washington  hare  not  as 
large  a  supply  of  good  drinking  water  as  they 
■perhaps  may  drsire. 

Mr.  HILLYCR.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  more  to 
reduce  the  appropriation  to  flO,000. 

I  anderMand,  Mr.  Chairman,  indeed  I  know, 
for  I  have  had  frecjuent  converaalioDa  with  practi- 
cal gentlemen,  wKo  understand  this  question,  that 
there  have  been  propoeed  three  plans  for  bringing 
water  into  the  eitjr  m  Waahin^nt  one  plan  spo- 
ken of  at  Rock  Creek,  which  is  estimated  to  cost 
•bout  UOOiOOe.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  ia 
mtataken  in  reference  to  theeharaeter  of  the  water 
in  that  creek,  it  ia  derived  (tott  aprings,  and  ia 
perfectly  pure,  and  quite  as  good  aa  tMt  of  the 
PotaMao,  i  do  not  know  but  better,  it  will  for- 
niah  ten  million  of  gatfons  daily,  by  the  eatinatcs 
•f  theae  gentlemea  who  have  examined  it,  a  qaaai- 
tity  amply  sufScient  for  the  eity  of  Washington 
for  a  century  to  eome. 

A  second  proposition  is,  to  construct  vrarks  at 
the  Litile  Falls,  a  short  diatanee  from  the  city  of 
(Washington,  which  would  coat  something  more 
than  the  propositioB  to  get  water  at  Rook  Creek, 
and  wouM  involve  (be  necessity  of  machinery  to 
elevate  the  water  to  a  sufficient  height  to  spread  it 
■erver  the  eity.  Nevertheless,  tint  prtjtet  Would 
■ot  eoat  more  than  one  half,  probaUy  not  more 
than  one  thini,  tba  eoatofbringing  it  ftoih  the  Great 
Falls.  Now,  i  have  heard  praclieal  ecnikmen, 
engineers,  whi>  are  weU  acquainted  with  this  aub- 
ject, say  that  the  plan  proposed  by  Captain  Meiga 
will  not  coat  leas  than  17,000,000.  Ahd  I  vsnture 
to  asaert  here  to  day,  and  i  'ppol  to  the  future 
Instory  of  this  work,  that  it  will  not  cost  onedime 
less  than  #6,000,000. 

Sir,  I  say  the  whole  pnjeet  is  extravagant,  and 
Mth*Mtu»b»«dapuiL  l/thaeity«rWMhiiii*Mi 


iaio  be  supplied  with  water  by  AeGovcfnment  of 
the  United  States,  we  ought  to  do  it  on  aomejnon 
ftasibU  and  practical  ptain.  When  other  plans 
can  be  adopted,  with  a  aaving  of  several  millions 
of  dollars,  we  have  no  excuse  for  adhering  to  the 
preaent  one.  - 

Mr.  TA.YLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  deeire  to  call  Che 
attention  of  the  commioee  to  the  facts  as  they 
now  exist,  and  to  what  we  ouglit  to  do  as  practi- 
cal men.  On  3d  March,  1853,  we  appropriated 
1100,000,  for  the  purpoae  of  bringing  water  into 
the  city  of  Waabington.    Here  is  the  provision: 

■*  To  Iw  vrpfm^ed  andAr  the  dltectfon  of  the  Preiideiit 
or  ihe  Untied  liiiui!*,  Ibr  ihe  parpnM  of  briofing  wawr  ijiio 
Ihtt  cily  or  WaAiof  loa,  opOB  •seta  pUn,  and  frnoi  mcta 
pltcca,  *>  be  way  spitrove,  #100,0(10 :  Pntidti,  Tbsi  if  Uie 
plan  adopted  by  Ihe  rrwideni  ol'  Iba  United  Sinlea  ahould 
reqnf re  water  In  be  drawn  fhnn  any  aoorce  within  Ihe  llnilta 
or  Maryland,  Uie  aaaent  of  Ibe  Legtolarare  of  tbsl  BISIe 
■iHHiM  Am  be  oMalned. " 

Well, sir,  I  learn,  from  the  best  information  that 
I  can  obtain,  that  it  is  neceevary  to  get  the  water 
within  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  assent 
of  that  State  has  been  obtained.  .  If  gentlemen  will 
refer  to  House  Document  No.J,of  the  present 
\  session,  they  will  6nd  there  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
'  retary  of  War,  and  what  he  says  upon  the  sub- 
ject.   He  says: 

I     "  An  apmptialion  waa  made  al  Ihe  lait  aniinn  of  Con- 

I  frraa,  Ibr  the  purpoae  of  brin0ng  water  tnlu  the  city  of 

Waaliinincn.    In  order  lo  obtain  an  ample  and  oonvtaol 

1  aupply  Iroiu  a  auuroe  au  elevated  aa  lo  avuiU  Uie  neceaaiijr 

i  ol  the  lue  of  machiuery,  it  waa  decided  ibai  the  water 

!  aboutd  be  drawn  from  the  Great  Fall*  of  ibe  Pi>ioinac, 

\  throagli  a  conduit  iiino  feet  In  diameter.    Upon  the  adop- 

,  Hon  uf  Ihi«  plan,  Imniediaie  apfiheSlion  |vaa  made  to  the 

I  Legitiaiure  of  Maryland,  in  wliidi  liltale  the  auuroe  or 

tupply  lien,  for  tlieir  luitent  tn  ilie  propoaed  work,  which 

beiny  flveu  on  condiUons  readily  cotnpltetl  with,  aome  por- 

linna  of  the  neeeaaary  land  were  selected  and  purcbaiwd, 

and,  aa  aixia  aa  the  aeaana  urouid  pcnntt,  a  cooaideiafale 

force  waa  |>ul  upou  the  work. 

"The  worka  are  eatiinated  to  eoct  rather  leaa  than 
•3,300,000;  and  when  completed,  will  be  capable  ofde- 
nrerlnt  aeventy  million  galloua  ot  water  daily,  at  an  ele- 
vaUon  of  fooneaa  feet  ahuve  U<e  uppar  floor  of  the  Capitol. 
For  further  lalorioaiiou  and  detaila,  1  rel'tu:  to  the  report  of 
the  chief  eu|iueet." 

WcU,  DOW,  sir,  gentlcmeo  greatly  mislead  the 
commiuce,  unless  they  have  much  belter  infsrma- 
tiouthan  I  am  able  lo  derive  from  pubtieor  private 
aourccs,  wbsn  they  say  this  project  will  cost 
15,000,000.  The  Secretary  of  War,  upon  ioform- 
ation  derived  from  the  engineers,  says  that  the 
wotka  are  eatimated  to  cost  less  than  «3,3tiO,000. 
Who  am  I  to  believe?  Who  haa  got  ihe  beat 
information  on  the  subject  i  1  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  got  the  best  in- 
formation thai  the  nature  of  the  caae  admitted  of, 
and  1  am  prepared  to  act  upon  it. 

1  wiah  to  aay,  fuether,  that  while  I  am  against 
any  extravagant  appropriations  for  bringing  water 
into  tba  city  of  Washiiigtan,I  think  our  past  his- 
tory here  makea  it  imperative  upon  us  to  take 
aome  steps  to  preserve  the  public  archives  and 
public  buildings  of  our  Government  (lom  fire, 
uentleaiett  who  were  here  a  few  years  ago  know 
ituit  the  library  of  Congress  was  burned  for  want 
of  water;  and  the  Secretaries  of  Stale  for  the  last 
eight  or  tea  years  havs  told  you  that  the  public 
recorde  are  in  daily  peril,  and  that  the  archives 
may  be  borni  up  any  day  for  want  of  water. 

Sir,  the  public  are  vitally  interested  in  this  mat- 
ter. Geolicmen  aak  why  we  should  supply  the 
ciliatnaof  Waahington  with  water.  We  muat 
do  it  to  meet  the  poblie  emetgenciea  here.  The 
United  Slates  own  ten  million  dollars  worth  of 
property  in  this  eity,  and  the  most  valuable  reo- 
orda  of  our  nation  are  here.  We  have  a  popula- 
tion here  now  of-  fifty  thousand  inhabitanta,  and 
are  long,  in  the  progresa  of  oarcountry,ihat pop- 
ulation will  probably  amount  lo  two  hundred 
thousand.  The  records  of  the  country  ^re  grow- 
ing daily  and  daily  more  important,  and  every 
genllemaD  heie  knowa  that  there  ia  not  now  the 
neceasarr  wpply  of  watsr  to  extinguish  fires,  to 
protect  the  pubuo  buildings,  and  to  satisry  the 
wanta  of  the  public  men  here,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  ooateuienoe  of  the  inhiU>ilaiiia  of  the  city.  It 
behooves  ua,  therefore,  not  to  abandon  ihia  plan. 
Shall  we  throw  away  the  flOO.OOO  already  ex- 
pended, OE  ahall  we  continue  the  work?  1  am 
not  prepared  lo  aay  that  the  appropriation  recom- 
mended by  the  Senate  ia  not  too  large;  but  they 
had  all  the iufonnalioB  before  ihem;  they  had  the 
rseommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  under 
the  dirsr4ioR  of  the  President  of  ihe  United  Statea; 
•ad  upon  thatinfomation  thay  aity  that  ihia  ap- 


propriation ih  neeasaary  to  ehrry  oa  the  wosk  «■ 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  President,  under  author- 
ity uf  law.  Why,  then,  should  we  abandon  ihoc 
plan  now,  and  refuse  to  vols  this  money  ? 

Theappropriationa  heretofore  made  have  been 
sacertainM  not  to  be  aufficienl.  The  prepoaitioB 
ia  to  furnish  tan  laiUion  galloaa  of  water  daily  lo 
this  city,  which  is  needed  when  we  take  into  Ihe 
account  that  Ihe  eity  comprises  an  area  of  fiva 
miles  in  extent,  and  its  great  importance  to  the 
nation— bow  important  it  is  that  the  city  should 
be  Bupplied  with  water,  in  order  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  records,  the  protection  of  your 
public  edifices,  and  the  property  of  the  country, 
which  is  Tabled  at  about  ftlO,000,OOQ: 

[Here  the  hammer  ftW.\ 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennesaee.  In  order  le 
tset  the  question  upon  the  ameadmeot  itself,  1 
withdraw  the  aroendment  1  ofiered. 

Mr.  BARRY.  1  move  to  amend  by  addiw 
11,000. 

The  point  involved  in  Ihia  diaeuasioa  ia  simply 
this,  whether  or  not  the  aqueduct  shall  be  con- 
liniied?  As  has  been  stated,  this  work  waa  begna 
under  authority  of  Congress.  The  Preaidcnt  waa 
authoriud  to  aclect  apian  for  the  purpoae  of  ait|»- 
plying  the  eitieo  of  Wsshington  aiid  (%ea«gc(owa 
with  a  aupply  of  water,  and  an  appropriatioa 
made  to  b^in  Ihe  work.  The  Prcaitient  sclceted 
the  plan  of  an  aqueduct  from  Ihe  Great  Falls,  the 
specifications  of  which  are  in  thia  report  of  Liei^ 
tenant  Meigs.  The  appropriatioa  has  been  <a^ 
hausled,  ao  additional  appreprialio*  is  raqairsd, 
and  we  find  ouraelvea  discussing  the  reiaiive  vale* 
of  different  plana,  as  though  the  person  to  whoaa 
discration  Congress  had  intrustsd  the  selection  of 
a  plan  had  not  acted ,  or  had  acted  nawiaely.  \S 
this  course  is  pursusd,  there  can  be  aothiag  aafo 
■or  atable  in  the  progress  of  public  works.  At 
every  session  of  Congress,  influeoeea  wUI  be 
brought  to  bear  to  induce  the  abandonment  of  the 
plan  already  adopted  and  in  progresa,  for  the 
adoption  of  another,  in  the  opinion  of  ita  advoeatsa 
cheaper,  or  otherwise  preferable.  Nothiag  eaa 
be  achieved  in  this  wajr. 

If  it  a»s  wise  originally  lo  refortbe  adeetioB 
of  a  plan  lo  the  Presidenteind  Seeretarjr  of  Watv 
it  seems  to  roe  consistent  to  adhere  to  tlie  plaii 
they  have  adopted,  unless  theiaisahowBaminaatly 
good  reaton  for  its  rejeetioa. 

No  sueh  reason  1  think  has  bees  offered.  Bsti- 
mateo  have  been  referred  lo,  which  I  think  wholljr 
erroneoua.  L<ieatenant  Meigs  reports  that  a  ssven 
feet  aqueduet  anpplyiug  thirty-«x  millioa  galloaa 
of  water  daily,  will  coat,  completed,  |l,9SljMI». 
Thirty  millioo  gallons  mora  of  water  eaa  be  aup- 
plied at  an  inoreaaed  expenae  of  |S50,000,  making 
#8,271,344,  and  alloaring  un  per  capt'npon  that 
sum  for  eoatingeneies,  w«  havs  |9,49e,3CS,  tba 
entire  cost  of  the  arork. 

The  Rock  Creek  aqueduct,  by  the  catimata  of 
the  same  officer,  will  coal,  ooroploted,  #1,3581,869, 
with  1^^ daily  minimum  mpply  of  nine  miilio* 
eight  hundred  and  aixty  Ibonaaad  galhMso,  MM 
seventh  of  lbs  supply  of  the  Giaat  Palls  plan, 
at  one  half  of  the  expcase. 

Another  objection  to  the  Rock  Creek  aqaedoet 
ia,  that  the  creek  being  but  a  email  alream,  ila 
waters  may  be  rendered  impure  by  manafoctorisa 
that  may  be  establiahed  upon  ita  baaka  above  tha 
reaervoir.  The  cultivation  of  the  land  oa  ita 
banks  will  make  tba  water  muddy  and  impm«. 
The  supply  from  the  Polomao  ia  exhaoaileea,  and 
Ihe  water  aa  fine  as  any  in  the  world,  and,  from 
its  great  volume,  little  apt  to  be  iiijursd  by  aay 
cause. 

Shall  we  now  go  into  a  disciMaiott  of  all  tba 
varioua  phtns,  as  though  the  sobjeot  waa  under 
diaeuaaioa  for  the  first  time?  They  were  aH 
brought  before  the  Comminea  for  the  Diatriel  af 
Columbia  aome  mootha  aiaccf  and  the  ooamiiltea 
deiermiaed  that,  as  the  offisen  to  whom  Ibe  aa> 
Isetion  of  a  plan  had  been  referred  bad  acted,  it 
waa  not  a  case  that  required  our  interference^ 
and  that  we  would  report  tha  eatiaiales  for  the 
plan  adopted  rather  than  saggeata  new  one.  Thh 
power  and  Ihe  right  of  Oongresa  to  imdta  tlw 
ehaaga  are  UDqaaatioaed;  but  the  expedisBcy  (^ 
doing  ao,  unless  it  is  determined  to  sbandoo  tha 
construction  of  the  water-worim,  Is  tiis  qaeatioD. 

Mr.  STANTON, of  Kcmuckv.  .  Idonotagrca 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  (rom  Miaaiaaippi, 
[Mr.  BAaav,]  that  tha  foot  of  tha  Preaidcnt^ 
baviog  appraved  the  plan  of  Ibe  iwginsw^  whiafc 
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tvinga  the  water  rrom  the  OreatPalli,  ahould  deter 
us  from  rejecting  this  appropriation,  if  it  appears 
to  be  oar  duty  to  do  so.  We  are  now  asked 
to  indorse  the  President's  approval  of  this  pltui; 
for  it  is  the  first  lirne  that  the  character  of  the 
plan  has  ever  been  considered  bj  this  House. 
The  first  appropriation  was  made  to  be  expended 
according  to  such  plan  as  he  should  adopt.  The 
plan  was  not  then  adopted,  but  we  will  approve 
It  if  we  vote  this  appropriation  of  a  half  million 
of  dollars.  Now'  is  the  proper  time  to  fight  it. 
Now  is  the  time  to  say  whethejr  we  will  sanction 
so  immense  an  expenditure,  oj  permitting  the 
work  to  continue,  when  water  may  be  supplied 
at  so  much  less  expense.  Now  is  the  time  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  reckless  waste  of  the  public  money. 
The  action  of  the  President  does  not  commit  us. 
If  he  has  been  misled  into  the  adoption  of  a  scheme 
of  waste  and  extravagance,  it  is  our  imperative 
duty  to  stop  it  by  withholding  the  appropriation, 
as  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  do. 

In  regard  to  the  Rock  Creek  phin,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  refer  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Hughes, 
which  I  have  in  ipy  hand.  Colonel  Hughes  is 
known  to  many  members  of  this  House  to  be  one 
of  the  most  able  and  experienced  engineers  of  the 
country.  He  made  a  most  thorougn  reconnois- 
aance  of  the  Rock  Creek  stream,  and  his  report 
{s  very  able  and  satisfactory.  He  says,  in  regard 
to  the  water: 

"The  nrater  of  Bock  Crenk  i>  pure,  cool,  and  plevsnt 
in  the  tastn.  In  all  nf  these  parflciilara  it  fi  unexception- 
able. For  ui>lyi<«nr  IMi  uM  the  water  of  IIK  Potomsa 
ak«n  «m  lAtiiu  Falls,  •n  Um  aaiMlLed  pa|M>  by  Or.  For- 
nan,  of  ib*  timiUMaiiUo  loatiiuiioa. 

<■  By  ineuiiremrnta  o(  the  •ireain,  made  in  the  manner 
belhre  de«crlbed,  we  obtained  the  IbltawiBg  remits  of  Its 
dally  dlMhaiiia : 

OaH<i]rle>klbrai tt,on,W*  falloDs. 

Aipropoieddaia.... SMMfiW      << 

ttClauetCaford I7wW7jS|6       ■< 
boveTones's  dam 13/193,319      " 

"  Tt  Is  onni,  In  estlmtrlng  ftir  the  nipply  ofa  tom  with 
#at«r,  to  anow  to  aacb  khiI  iMrty  gallani  dally.  This  is 
teMflMstealcalaiioB  I  kanH«n,aiMiiS)ao  doubt,  ample 
ibr  all  the  uses  of  a  city,  excapt  foi  maaufacwriog  pur- 
Ifoses. 

"  Aceftrding  to  the  reeent  censas,  Washtntltm  dty  con- 
Mlmlbtiy'dioiMaMd  aad  tsMMy-sestn  inbaUunts.  This 
.  iswild  (e^oira  fur  pmsent  wanu  oa«  millioa  two  haadnid 
lllViMaad  eight  hundred  and  ten  galloo*  of  waier  daily.  1 1 
if,  therefhre,  perfectly  apparent  that  a  m<wt  abundant  aup- 
phr  of  water  can  be  procnred  from  Eoek  Cnnk  on-the  plan 
I  kave  prapond.  An  aMowaace  of  so*  miHHni  Ave  hun- 
4ni  Hwusaod  (alloai  daHy  any  be  icfardad  aa  a  very  bb- 
yiU^  supply  A"  Ibe  preaent,  and  to  meet  this  the  capaeiiy  of 
(he  diafrtbuting  reaervoir  might  be  reduced  to  Ave  mlllinn 
Mtlons,  which  wmild  greatly  diminiah  its  cost.  I  have, 
Mwevsr,  eadaaiad  for  «ae  of  larger  dimsoslsos." 

Colonel  Hughes  estimates  the  whole  cost  of  con> 
structing  the  works  upon  this  stream  at  less  than 
ii  half  million  of  dollars.  If  there  be  any  doubt 
aa  to  the  correctness  of  the  estimates  for  construc- 
tion, there  certainly  can  be  none  as  to  the  capacity 
of  the  stream  to  furnish  a  good  supply  of  the  best 
Water.  Colonel  Hughes  is  sustained,  too,  by 
many  eminent  civil  kngiheers,  who  have  examined 
it,  and  this  question  is,  therefore,  beyond  dispute. 
'  If  I  remember  correctly.  Captain  Meigs,  in  one 
of  his  reports,  speaks  of  the  hurried  manner  of  his 
examinations,  irbm  want  of  time,  and  does  not 
claim  for  his  estimates  perfect  accuracy.  Sir,  such 
a  surrey'  and  such  a  project  should  be  the  study  of 
•  whole  year,  instead  of  two  or  three  months. 
Rls  examinations  could  not  have  been  more  than 
cursory,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  scheme  was 
rashly  conceived  and  rashly  adopted.  The  esti- 
mates caiinot  be  reliable,  and  the  work  never  can 
be  executed  for  f2,30O,0QO.  This  declaration  is 
not  made  upon  my  own  judgment  alone.  I  have 
ii6t  conversed  with  a  single  engineer  outside  of 
the  Army,  who  docs  not  fully  sustain  me.  Whyi 
sir,  it  will  uke  sixty  million  of  bricks  to  construct 
the  conduit  alone.  He  has,  I  learn  from  the  pub- 
Re  papers,  already  contracted  for  fbrty  million  at 
fen  iiollars  per  thousand,  dependent,  however, 
tfpoii  Congi^ess  making  lui  appropriation  to  pay 
for  them.  These  a^  for  the  a(]ueauct  alone.  The 
fbttodaUelh  upon  which  the  aqueduct  is  to  rest,  the 
masonry  to  carry  it  over  the  ravines,  the  escava- 
tSons,  the  reservoirs,  the  land  condemned,  the  diun, 
machinery,  and  other  parts  of  the  work  will  be 
etjually  costly.  If  ths  laying  of  these  sixty  mil- 
lions bricks  cost  as  mafch  atf  those  ifid  in  the  Cap- 
itol— and  Ipresnmethey  will  cost  more — the  naked 
<H>nduit  alone,  exclusive  of  excavation  and  foun- 
dations, will  consume  (fally  one  half  of  the  sum 
cMiiiiiatsd.    I^y,  «ir,  no  man  with  ths  slightest 


practical  idea  of  the  ehffiraeter'or  this  work,  and 
the  nature  of  the  country  through  which  it  is'  to  be 
conslrui^ed,  can  believe  for  a  single  moment  that 
any  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  estimates  pre- 
sented to  us.  Why,  sir,  I  have  been  informed 
that  they  are  now,  or  have  been,  paying  as  much 
as  J7  50  per  cubic  yard  for'  some  part  of  the  ex- 
cavations which  are  necessary  to  be  made. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  ijeveo  tlollars  and  fifty tsenta 
per  cubicyard  ? 

Mr.  STANTOir.  Yes,  sir',  |7  SO  per  cubic 
yard. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  is  under 
military  superintendence. 

Mr.  STANTON.  That  surprises  the  gentle- 
man ;  but  let  me  a(ate  my  authority,  for  if  not 
true,  then  I  have  been  misled.  A  geniJeman, 
knowing  that  a  select  committee  of  the  House  had 
under  investigation  the  subjectof  employing  mili- 
tary men  to  construct  such  works,  came  to  me  and 
told  me  he  was  prepared  to  prove  that  the  exca- 
vations were  being  made  at  a  cost  of  f7  50  per 
cubic  yard.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  character 
of  the  excavation,  whether  through  solid  rock  or 
earth ;  but  I  presume  it  must  be  rock.  1 1  is  a  fair 
illustration  of  the  folly  pursued  in  the  construc- 
tion of  our  public  works,  and  demands  the  exer- 
cise of  the  correcting  hand  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  ot  Pennsylvania,  offered  a 
pro /brma  amendment.' 

I  am  in  favor  of  supplying  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington with  water.  I  think  the  fact  that  the  GFov- 
ernment  has  so  large  an  amount  of  mtmey  invested 
in  public  buildings,  impMes  upon  us  the  obligation 
of  supplying  the  city  with  water,  if  for  n6  other 
purpose  than  for  the  protection  of  these  public 
buildings,  ^ut  if  that  obieet  can  be  accomplished 
by  an  expenditure  of  |9()0,000, 1  never  shall  vote 
for  an  appropriation  of  five,  or  three,  or  even  one 
million  of  dolhrs  to  aecompKsh  the  same  purpose. 
Now,  I  undertake  to  say,  from  the  information  I 
have  collected  upon  the  subject,  that  with  an  ex- 
penditure of  fSO0,00O,  this  city  can  be  supplied 
with  water  by  forcing  it  up  from  the  Potomac  into 
a  reservoir  upon  the  high  grounds  around  the  city. 
A  sufficient  supply  can  thus  be  obtained  for  all  the 
purposes  for  Which  it  will  be  required. 

I  do  not  believe,  though  I  am  not  booked  upon 
the  subject,  that  the  great  water  works  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  cost  fi5,000,000  . 

Several  Membbrs.    They  cost  118,000,000. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  As  one  of  the  features  con-* 
neeted  with  this  proposed  plan  for  supplying  this 
city  with  water,  we  are  told  that  here  is  an  aque- 
duct of  some  seventeen  miles  in  length,  which  will 
be  built  atan  immense  cost,  when  that  watercttuld 
be  conveyed  through  iron  pipes  at  one  tenth  or 
one  fifth  of  building  the  aquMuct. 

But,  sir,  this  scheme,  tiKe  every  other  scheme 
about  this  Capital,  must  be  done  upon  a  grand  and 
expensive  scale.  And  ¥rhy  i  Because  the  money 
comes  out  of  the  public  Treasury.  There  is  no 
obligation  upon  ttie  House  to  carry  out  any  wA-k 
upon  so  grand  and  scientific  a  scale,  as  is  pro- 
posed to  be  done  in  this  case.  Do  it  upon  a  plain 
— an  economical  plan— and  with  direct  refierence 
(o  the  amount  or  expenditure  upon  'it,  and  as 
cheaply  as  it  can  be  done.  The  fhet  that 'f  100,000 
^aa  already  been  appropriated,  furnishes  roe  with 
HO  argument  for  the  continuance  of  a  work  upon 
to  expensive  a  scale  as  the  plan  which  has  been 
adopted.  The  best  mode  is  ths  cheapest  mode, 
and  no  person  need  tell  me  that  an  expenditure  of 
15,000,000  is  necessary  to  accomplish  Otis  object, 
when  it  cap  be  done  for  fiir  less  money;  and  when 
every  practical  man  in  Congress,  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, knows  perf^tly  well  that  it  can  bedonefbr 
an  infinitely  less  sum. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.^  I  did  not  intend  to  have  taken 
any  part  in  this  debate,  though  I  confess  that  the 
experience  which  t  hove  had  in  the  construction 
of  water-wdrks,  for  one  city  at  least  in  thisUnion, 
has  led  me  to  investigate  the  stiiHect  somewhat 
fully,  and  that  investigation  has  brought  me  to 
a  diflerent  conclusion  firom  tbat  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  {Mr.  WrioiitJ 

Now,  sir,  when  these  propositions  were  first 
presented  to  this  Congress,  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  cheapest  and  best  method  would 
be  to  bring  the  water  in  iron  pipes,  and,upon  my 
own  responsibility,  I  wrote'to  (he  most  extensive 
iron  works  in  this  country  to  ascertain  what  thirty^ 
inch  iron  pipe,  carried  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles, 
would  cost;  and  I  ascertained  that  so  great  would 


be  the  fKotioa  thsAli  would  not  fumisb  a  snihsient 
quantity  of  water  t<>  supply  two  thousand  psvplsi 
and  that  it  wouM  eest  $7  50  a  foot.  Now,  I' say, 
as  a  practical  man,  that  in  the  end  it  would  be 
much  cheaper  and  wiser  to  construct  an  aqueduot 
nine  feet  in  diameter,  which  will  not  cost,  through 
an  ordinary  excavation,  more  than  ten  dollars  |Mt 
foot,  while  it  would  furnish  an  abundant  supply 
fbr  two  hundred  thousand  people. 

Now,  Mr.  Cfaairman,  another  word,  i  woi 
forcibly  struck  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentle:- 
man  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  BaaaT,]  that  if  we,  in 
this  House,  attempt  to  decide  which  is  the  best 
plan,  we  shall  oontinnally  be  changing.  1  think  IM 
proper  eovrst  was  taken  in  the  outset.  We  Mi 
the  whole  matter  fb  the  decision  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  Seeietary  of  War,  wh9 
authorized  a  scientific  man,  a  civil  engineer,  tit 
make  a  survey  and  eetimates.  This  gentleman, 
(Lieutenant  Meigs,)  upon  whose  judgment  I 
have  great  reliance,  called  to  his  aid  a  practical 
civil  engineer,  one  who  hod  been  eontoeoted  with 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  who  stood 
high  in  his  profession.  The  result  of  ths  iMves- 
tigations  hav^been  given  in  an  able  report  to  Con'' 
gress.  Now,  sir,  1  should  much  preflw  relying 
upon  the  report  made  by  these  gentlemeit,  than 
upon  any  information  wiMoh  I  mbht  derive  from 
ten  years  study  of  the  subject.  And  I  think  thia 
eommittes  would  do  much  belter  to  rely  upon  the 
report  of  those  scientific  gentlemen  than  to  under- 
take to  decide  this  qoeslion  for  themselves. 

Mr.  TA'YLOR,  by  nimnimone  eenseni,  with' 
drew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  VANSANT.  I  do  not  know  wpon  wtwi 
authority  nnilemen  base  their  estimates,  as  to 
theoost  of  their  respective  favorite  plans.  Ths 
eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  my  right,  [Mri 
WaioBT,]  speaks  of  furnishing  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington with  water  at  a  cost  of  |aOO,000.  Another 
gentleman,  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hall, 
[Mr.  Stamton,  of  Kentucky,]  has  declared  tha» 
1500,000  will  be  ssfiteient  for  all  purposes  in  sup- 
plying  the  city  with  water.  Now,  sir,  if  we  look 
to  the  experieiKM  of  other  cities  which  have  o»n- 
strueted  works  of  a  nmilar  chtuoeter,  wa  shaB  b* 
able  to  arrive  at  something  approximating  to  • 
correct  result.  Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  fht 
supplying  the  city  of  Washington  with  water! 
'WHry,  Mr.  Cbainmn,  the  oost  (>f  laying  down  ths 
pipes  for  the  net-work  for  ths  distribution  of  water 
in  the  city  would  cost  |300,000  or  i«)0,000,at  the 
k>west  estimate.  The  nei-work  in  the  city  of 
Boston  cost  about  |l,S0O,00O.  That  of  Pbilodtl- 
pbia«est  something  like  |700,000  or  (900,000;  end 
that  of  the  city  of  New  York  about  (|a,00U,000i. 
And  yet  gentlemen  ulk  about  supplying  s  city 
occupying  so  much  territory  as  'Washington,  fbf 
Ibe  sroairsam  of  from  1900,000  to  1500,000.  Sitoli 
estimates,  it  strikes  me,  are  most  remarkable. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  an- 
dsniand  that  ths  Govenmient  is  to  carry  the  wstet 
all  through  the  eity. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  Ooverament  is  to 
lay  the  main  trunks;' 

Mr.  VANSANT.  Oentlemsn  bavs  asssrtM 
that  there  it  oo  kind  of  reliance  to  be  placed  on 
Ibe  estimates  of  Captain  Meigs,  for  the  respective 
plabs  to  bring  water  'iiho  this  city.  NoWi  I  hsr«« 
not  the  pisaaare  of  a  personal  aoqaaintonce  with 
Captain  Meigs,  nor  do  I  know  anything  of  hia 
rcpOiatieH  as  an  engineer,  but  he  iias  had  at  teoM 
I  suppose,  the  advantages  of  theory  and  practice 
inikfe  profession.  He  has  had  doubllsss  before 
bimthe  experience  and  thecslimatssof  eompetcM 
engineers  in  the  survey  of  the  CrotoM  works,  and 
in  thsir  completion;  of  the  Cochitwue  worlcs,  at 
also  of  the  water-works  at  Philadelphia. 

Looking  at  all  these  work*,  and  taking  the  dty- 
of  Boston  as  an  illustmtion,  I  desire  to  answer 
the  amment  of  the  gentleman  trotn  Kemacfcy^' 
^Mr;  eh-ANtoM,]  who  is  a  practical  roan  in  a  por- 
tion of  this  character  of  work,  in  reference  to  the 
huge  estimate  which  he  placed  on  the  sixteen  mitss 
of  aqueduct,  &c.  Now,  water  is  introdueed  into 
the  city  of  Boston  ftorn  a  distancs  of  twenty  miles, 
exceedinrthedistMice'totbeOreat  ^alls  fourmiles. 
What  did  that  work  cost,  including  ths  net-work, 
ami  also,  including  the'puKdlase  of  very  vahmble 
greisnd  within  the  city,  for  the  construction  of  res- 
ervoirs F  One  reservoir  iriofie,  creeled  on  Beacon 
Hill,  the  highest  part  of  that  city,  cost  Upwards 
of  |509,000.  It  cost  that  amount  because  of  tht 
kigb  price  of  psvpshy  on  which  it  i»h>cMsdy  and 
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the  iMKsanMWtor  Mabeilubtl^jattMinry  <•'  vhiob 
^  ia  consinicuil.  The  rcMrvoirs  in  Boiiton  i^loM, 
jOMl  Qv«r  ^,000,000;  und  all  along  Um  line  of  tht 
lAad  property  is  much  more  Taluable  than  it  ia 
•long  the  line  of  road  where  it  ie  propoaed  to  con^ 
Rtruct  the  Potomac  aqaedttet,  and  y«t  tlie  Boaton 
work  when  oompletea  ooat  aometkinf;  leaa  than 
^AK)O,00O.  The  water  debt  ia  now  greater  than 
that  sum,  becauee,  in  the  bei(Lnaing,  the  rent  from 
^e  wjater  did  not  pay  (he  interest  on  the  original 
water  loana  and  the  ourreqt  expenaea  consequent 
upon  beeping  the  works  in  repavi  &c. 

Horn,  w.e  will  take  New  York  as  another  illus- 
(nttipn.  WeMr  ia  brought  into  the  city  of  New 
York  from  a  distance  of  forty  wiles,  and  yet 
when  tlH  water  woa  ii«tredao(d—«od- gentlemen 
10  my  left  are  very  mueh  mistaken  in  re&renee  to 
tlie  coat  of  the  Croton  works—and  diatributed 
through  the  main^i  the  aoet  was  but  little  more 
than  $»fiOO,000.  The  whole  water  debt  now  of 
^ew  York  aty  ia  something  like  |13,000,000. 
This  aiigmaniatioit  of  the  debt  has  resulted  from 
IIm  conauuetion  of  imprcvemests  in  the  worksi 
their  ewenaioa  through  the  city, and  in  thefailure 
of  the  water  rente  to  be  etpwl  to  the  payment  of 
tiU  ioteteat  en  the  water  loon,  and  the  current 
aXacMes  of  the.  wariia. 

Talting  into  considenitioQ  the  extraordinarily 
great  same  which  bo  much  contributed  to  sw^  the 
aostof  the  Crotnn  works — Tor  ciril  engineering, 
for  the  Harlam  river  viaduct — which  eoet  about 
01,000,000,— for  bridging  Manhattan  valley,  for 
ttMMest  on  water  loan  during  tha  ftve  yeare  that 
the  work  was  progressing,  &c.— «ad  also  expense* 
wewrrad  ia  the  eonatruction  of  the  Choehituate 
worke,  equally  surprising,  ap  evidenced  in  the 
report  of  the  Boaion  water  board  for  1858, 1  am 
induced  to  believe  that,  by  prudent  raansgemciU, 
the  cost  of  introducing  water  into  the  city  of 
Washington  from  -the  Great  'Falls  of  the  Potomac 
will  not  much  exceed  the  estimate  of  Captain 
Meigs. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  oppoaed  t«  the  aawnd* 
Bient. 

.  Mr.SKBLTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Ia  it  in  order  for  one  gentleman  to  apeak  u|M>n  the 
■ame  side  of  the  question  repeatedly,  when  atheni 
ace  refused  the  privilege  of  spaaking  at  all  upMi 
the  question? 

Mr.  PHELPS,  The.«e;»tUmaA  is  mistaken. 
I  waa  about  to  remark  that  I  waa  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  Tbe«entlemaD  kaaalroady 
SfMiken  on  the  proposition  «nder  consideration. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  No,  sir;  not  upoathsMopo- 
tation  ondar  eonaideratien,  fot  it  ha*  but>ust  been 
offtred  by  the  gentletMn  from  Maryhuid.  It  is 
(roe  that  I  expreaaed  my  opiaion  with  refitrenea 
to /he  Senate  aanendm^nt;  but  I  haveaaid  nothini; 
about  the  amendment  now  pending. 

But,  air,  I  have  not  taken  thv  floor  for  the  ptir- 
pose  of  entarine  into  th*  diaeuaaion  of  this  nMiuse. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  Then  wKy  not  let  otbces  ba 
kfai^.' 

■  Mr.  PHELPS.  1  have  rioen  for  the  p«*p<M« 
«f  makkig  a  suaeeUan  to  tha  ooMnitt«e»  for  the 
parpooa'  ^f  «[pcdttiaf  the  tnataaetion  of  bitsinesa. 
1  prssttm*  dwt  the  taseadsMnt  of  the  Senate  ia  io 
IM  form  which  the  friaads  of  the  meas«re  dasiae, 
wid.I  pMsome,  alBa,.that  those  who  aae  opiposad 
to  the  raeaatHre 'Would  a<  soon  meet  the  quaaliwt 


apoa  the  Senate'*  eaaeadmeat  aa  in  aaiy  ether 
form.  I  deaire,  therefore,  that  the  cammitie*  aball 
eoiac  to  a  T«t«  ufioe  the  adoption  af  thai  Seaaiaii 
•aaendment;  aad  1  would  ado  that  it  ia  immalarJal 
how  that  vole  resuha,  for  when  we  go  into  th* 
House  the  yeaa  aod  Mtya  can  be  taken  «a  the 
amendment. 

AMsHaMi.  WeoaaMttdiaoaaaitiniheHatiae. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  know  that  no  diaeuasiMi  will 
take  place  theret  but  there  isa  great  deair«,l'a«p< 
poac,  OB  the  part  of  the  memban)  af  the  commkM* 
to  dispos*  of  thia  bill;  and  I  preeume  that  the 
mind  of  every  member  of  the  eommittea  ia  oMtde 
np  with  respect  to  tUa  prapoaition. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  ft'omMaiy 
land  will  Dow^ithdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  VANSAJIT.    1  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.  TbenoUe.ceneroua.andeaer- 
Mtio  ckaraeier  of  the  people  «fWashingion«Miat 
■o  known  to  every  meoiher  of  thia  House. 

Tlte  CHAIRMAN.    Oom  the  gentleman.oftr 
•a  amendment? 
.  JAcWALStt,    Ka.Mri.twaaoBlyeoing  to 


ask  the  Chair  whether  an  amendment  would  be 
in  order  tofumiah  the  people  of  Waahington  with 
eofiee,  lea,  milk,  sugar,  and  whisky  for  their 
wstcr.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SAOE.  1  move  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
Uon  1(490,000. 

i  listened  with  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
argument  of  the  grotleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Vakiamt,]  as  to  the  coat  of  this  work.  1  am 
compelled  to  say  that  I  am'  inclined  to  go  against 
thia  whole  aoheme,  became  1  believe,  ancr  uxe  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  the. 
eatimate  madefy  the  gentleman  from  Kantuoky, 
[Mr.  Stamtoh,]  that  the  coat  of  this  work  has 
bean  greatly  underrated.  I  would  mueh  prefer 
giving  the  citizens  of  Washington  |100,000  airect- 
ly ,  than  going  on  and  making  appropriotione  from 
time  to  time,  which  will,  io  the  end,  amount  to 
six  or  eight  millions. 

1  desire  to  say,  further,  that  1  coincide  with  the 
views  expressed  by  the  gemleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Million,]  virhen  he  said  that  be  could  see 
no  good  reason  why  Congress  should  be  called 
upon  to  make  this  large  appropriation.  My  coa- 
atituente  have  to  pay  for  the  water  they  use,  and 
I  aee  no  reason  why  the  people  of  Waahington 
should  net  do  the  same  thing.  Such  a  project  aa 
the  one  now  under  consideration,  in  taxing  the 
people  of  the  whole  couairy  to  bring  in  water  for 
the  use  of  the  people  of  Washington,  and  enrich- 
ing tbem  by  enhancing  the  value  of  their  property , 
is  all  wrong.  I  hop*,  before  this  question  is 
taken,  that  a  full  discussion  may  be  had  upon 
this  subject,  se  it  is  one  which  is  quite  new  to 
many  of  u*.  We  ought  to  investigate  the  matter 
fully,  and  discuss  it  in  all  its  bearings,  as  the 
work  projected  is  a  great  and  expensive  under- 
taking, which  should  tequirs  the  mdet  full  and 
mature  consideration. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  In  leply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Sacii,]  I  beg  leave  simply  U>  say,  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  corporation  in  any  city  of  tha 
United  Stalea  to  whom  mare  injustice  is  done  in 
the  precise  line  of  areument  used  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  than  that  of  the  city  of 
Washington.  The  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  have  more  property  here  than  individuals, 
aad  it  ia  wholly  free  from  taxation.  Not  only  ia 
this  property  free  fimm  taxation,  bat  a  greater 
portion  of  tM  p*rsona  bmught  here  by  the  Gov- 
ernment are  also  free  from  taxation.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  may  come  here,  bring  his 
servants,  carriage,  and  horaes,  and  yet  pay  no 
taxes  for  them. 

A  Voica.    How  is  it  et  the  hotels? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  As  for  oa  the  botela  and  board- 
ing houses  are  concerned,  the  chargea  are  pretty 
heavy;  but  we  have  nothing  U>  do  with  them.  As 
far  aa  corporation  taxes  are  concerned,  1  have 
never  paid  a  eingle  cent 

Mr.  WALSH.     I  never  paid  a  cent  at  home. 

4Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentleman  has  been  more 
fortunate  in  that  respsct  than  I  have  been.  If  I 
had  not  paid  my  taxes,  there  ia  a  process  by  which 
1  might  nave  been  obliged,  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  am  fortunate  in  not  having 
angr  f  ro^erty  upon  which  to  pay  taxea.  [Laugh- 
ter.! 

.Mr.  BAYLY.  I  will  not  enter  into  an  encoun- 
ter of  wit  with  my  friend  from  New  York,  be- 
cauee any  man  who  does  that  would  be  like  a  man 
taking  up  a  pin<ushioa  full  of  pins  and  aqueezipg 
it  wita  hi*  hiuid.  I  am  toopruaentamanforthat. 
i  wish  to  say  tiiat  I  think  the  preciee  line  of  argu- 
ment which  the  gentleman  ficom  New  York  [Mr, 
Sags]  pursued  in  respect  to  the  corixtration  of 
thia  city  ia  moat  onjust  and  unfair.  Weall know 
the  nec«*ai^  that  exists  for  supplying  the  <jitv 
with  water  in  order  to  prqtea  our  public  build- 
inga.  We  all  recollectiiow  near  the  Capitol  came 
being  hurned  down  but  two  or  three  years  ago  for 
the  want  of  a  eufficientaupply  of  water.  Ie  there 
any  reason  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  when  we 
bnng  a  large  population  here  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion, and  when  w*  have  also  a  large  amount  of 
property  exempt  from  taxation,  that  we  should 
not  bear  our  portion  of  the  burden  ?    t  think  not. 

Mr.  VANSANT  and  Mr.  WHEELER  ad- 
dressed the  Chair. 

the  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  debate  is  in 
order.  The  quection  ia  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendmeBt  offcred  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Saoh-J 


Mr,  SAQB.  l.deaiie  to  withdraw  the  amendt 
ment. 

Mr.  SKELTON.    I  object  to  ita  withdrawal. 

The  queetion  waa  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment  to  the  amendment  waa  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  It  strikes  roe  that  this  is  th* 
time  for  discussion  of  this  subject.  I  move,  there* 
fore,  to  reduce  the  oppropriaiion  |100.  Thie  i* 
the  appropriate  time,  I  repeat,  for  the  discassioa 
of  this  sulkjecl;  and  I  trust  the  committee  will 
not  manifest  too  much  impatience  when  they  re- 
Sect  on  the  importance  of  the  auestion  under  con- 
sideration. I  recollect.  Mr.  Chairman,  when  th* 
first  appropriation' of  |100,000  waa  made  in  thia 
Hall.  It  waa  made  in  a  way  that  waa  not  legiti- 
mate, but  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 
It  was  made  by  indirect  legialation,  by  merely 
inserting  an  appropriation  into  a  biU,  while  th* 
rules  of  the  Houee  rrquire  appropriation*  to  b* 
made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  object* 
already  provitled  for  by  law.  This  appropriation 
of  f  IM.OOO  was,  1  say,  made  in  violation  of  >tbe 
rules  of  the  House.  That  sum  has  been  ex- 
pended. There  are  various  propositions  now 
before  the  committee,  and  we  should  jud^  whieb 
of  these  proposition*  should  be  adopted  in  prefer- 
ence to  tbe  othera.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Hahiltok]  tells  us 

Mr.  STANTON.  Will  the  gendeman  from 
New  Jersey  allow  me  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  cannot  yield  the  floor,  aa 
I  have  but  five  minutes  to  express  my  views,  aad 
1  do  not  expect  to  get  the  floor  again. 

TIm  rentlMiab  from  Maryland  [Mr.  HmHi- 
ton]  tells  us  that  this  work  is  to  be  performed; 
that  the  fiat  has  eone  forth.  What  fiat,  Mr. 
Chairman  ?  The  President  of  the  United  8iai«* 
ha*  detarmined  on  the  plan.  But  are  we  bonad 
by  it  beeauae  be  ha*  ao  determined  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  dhl  not  mean  to  eonvay 
that  idea. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  But  enou^  of  that.  Itmat 
we  aw  not  beund  to  carry  out  thia  propoaition.  L 
for  one,  am  appoaed  to  iJieae  appropriatioaa,  aad 
to  tbe  constraetkin  pf  this  work  ta  Me.  It  ha* 
been  stated  hare  that  th*  supply  of  water  i*  to  b* 
uiflicient  to  ancommadalaa  populuioa  of  twohiaa* 
drad  thouaand  inhabilama.  Now,  I  wtmtd  Mm 
to  a*k  the**  mm  who  advocate  making  appropria- 
tion* for  supplying  provision*  for  the  people  of 
Waahiogtan,  how  long  ihcaa  are  to  be  conunucd  i 
Tbat  is  the  point  to  be  deMMrined  now.  Ar*w* 
to  provide  for  this  population  for  tbe  terra  of  a 
hundred  or  a  thousand  year*  to  com*?  Howl6n( 
will  it  ba  bafor*  th**  artivaat  th*  i^  of  aduhat 
and  b*  capable  of  taking  car*  of  themedv**,  and 
of  providing  for  their  own  wanta?    I  merely  siuj- 

feat  thia  question.  Now  to  another  point,  whick 
desire  more  particularly  to  allude  to. 

The  only  anument  that  I  have  heard  on  thia 
floor  in  favor  of  Congreas  aupplyine  the  wanta  of 
the  population  of  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia  ha* 
been, that wehavea,ra*tambuntof  propertyher* 
which  ia  not  toxed.mid  tluitwepay  notaxeaher*. 
In  reference  to  the  question  whether  we  do  or  db 
not  pay  taxea,  I  do  not  think  it  i*  a  point  involved. 
You  can  go  to  any  city  in  the  United  State*, 
where  you  are  note  permanent  reaident,  and  yo« 
are  not  required  to  pay  taxea.  No  man  paaeing 
through  anjr  county  haa  a  right  to  be  taxed,  and 
hence  thiecity  concedes  no  privilege  not  conceded 
in  all  the  cities  of  the  Union. 

Another  argument  is,  that  the  Government  ha* 
millions  worth  of  properly  here  which  pays  no 
taxes  to  support  cprporation  expenses.  Let  gen- 
tlemen who  take'  this  ground  answer  me  thi* 
question:  What  has  created  thevaluewliich  prop- 
erty possesses  in  the  city  of  Washington?  'What 
has  enhanced  the  value  of  tbe  form  Unde  sor- 
roundios  this  diy  from  a  few  dollars  per  aer*, 
which  tney  bore  when  the  public  building*  wer* 
first  located  here,  and  raised  them  up  to  a  ralua 
almost  equal  to  those  which  surround  the  great 
commercial  cities  of  PbUadelphia  aod  New  1^rk? 
It  was  the  location  of  the  public  buildings  her*, 
and  tbe  expenditure  of  the  public  fund  here,  whick 
has  created  the  immense  amount  of  wealth  which 
exists  in  the  citv  of  Waahington.  What  suatain* 
the  value  of  Uiat  property  now?  Talk  to  ■• 
about  paying  no  taxes  upon  this  property  here. 
Does  the  GoveAiment  pay  taxes  upon  it*{iropecty 
anywhere?  Does  it  pay  taxes  upon  ita  property 
in  the  citie*  of  New  York,  Philadelpbia,  or  Bo»- 
ton ,  or  anywhere  elae  in  tha  United  ^latet?    Ctt^ 
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Uinly  it  does  not,  and  npon  th*  tome  princi'- 
t>le  upon  which  we  are  ur^ed  to  construct  these 
Works  in  this  city,  those  cities  have  the  right  to 
Come  forward  and  ask  thi  Qoremment  to  build 
water-works  for  (hem,  because  the  GoTemmcnt 
property  in  those  cities  is  not  taxed. 

But,  aoMNiMW*  ahoiitd  remove  these  public 
buildings  from  Washin(;ton,  what  would  this 
property  be  worth  to  the  holdeia  of  it?  I  speak 
of  tlieholdcrs  of  the  property,  because  tlicy  are 
Ibe  only  individuals  who  reap  a  beaefit  from  llus 
work,  and  get  the  good  of  it;  for  the  landlords 
take  good  care  that  the  tenants  shall  not  profit 
by  it,  and  the  property-holders  reap  the  ezciu- 
«i*«  benefit  of  it.  Sir,  I  voula  rote  to-morrow  to 
remove  the  Capital  from  this  location  (and  I  ask 
eentlemen  o<  what  vafne  would  this  property  be 
if  tlie  Capitol  were  removed  from  Washington ) 

Mr.  FLOIIENCB.  1  am  opposed  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  tbe  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey.  But  I  rose  merely  to  propound  a  ques- 
tion to  the  fcnlJeiBaB  over  tiie  way,  tbe  geatle- 
nwa  fKnn  Kcntvcky,  [Mr.  Staktoh.]  It  is, 
whether  the  contracts  for  the  excavation,  which 
he  says  were  contracted  for,  were  published  ac- 
eordiflg  to  the  law  which  requires,  tliat  before 
contiasis  shall  b«  entered  into,  they  shall  be  ad- 
vertised for?  I  wish  to  know  whether,  in  rels" 
tion  to  this  aqueduct,  tbe  proposal Vas  made 
public? 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  weoM  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  that  I  do  not  know  that 
any  contract  at  all  has  been  entered  into  for  the 
exeavatioa.  My  remark  waa,  that  1  had  beaa  in- 
formed by  a  geadefnan  wbo  eanrte  into  uor  com- 
miilee  rootn,  that  he  wds  prepared  to  swear  to  the 
fiict  that  be  bad  been  upon  the  ground,  bad  seen 
«ad  talked  wiib  tbe  oontiaciar,  and  that  the  con- 
tractor  was  engai^  in  exoavattng  some  portion 
'of  the  work  at  the  rate  of  f7  30  per  cubic  yard. 
1  presume  it  was  through  r»ck;  but  even  if  it  bad 
b«cn  cast^roa,  it  should  not  have  enst  tbat  mttch. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  simply  desired  to  pro- 
pound that  question  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
4«eky,  and  J  will  yield  the  kmlaoo*  «f  my  five 
wiinutes  to  the  gaDtletaan  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
■Vavmut.] 

Mr.  VANSANT.  I  wtah  to  aay  a  ftw  words 
in  nfetanoe  M  this  «iati«r  of  the  supply  of  water 
for  the  my  af  WashinMon. 

Mr. STANTON,  ofTemMisee.  laalrithegen- 
tieman  to  yield  to  me  a  momfent. 

Mr.  VAN8ANT.    I  yield  to  the fentlemaa. 

Mr.  8TA  NTON,  of  Tennessev.  I  wish  to  say 
->  word  in  reference  to  the  argument  whidi  has 
been  advanced  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  taxes 
IB  tbe  city  of  Wasbmgtoa.  I  hava  always  been 
liberal  at  least  i  have  been  ebaiged  With  being 
'•o' — in  the  matterof  appropriations  ntrthe  District 
of  Columbia.  I  think  I  have  bt^  aa  liberal  as 
any  gentleman  upon  this  floor.  We  have  paid 
'largely  cff  the  corpotMe  expensm  of  the  city  of 
Washington.  We  have  paved  their  streets,  im- 
proved their  property,  laid  pipes  ior  gas,  and 
have  helped  ibaan  baiUi  their  City  Hail.  We  ar« 
eontiniring  to  assist  tkem, and  I  hope  wesball 
continue  to  do  so  in  a  reasonable  manner,  as  we 
.are  th«bQwqers  of  a  large  property  which  pays  no 
taxes.  1  Hope  Coacreas  wiU  eontinoa  that  policy, 
-in  regard  to  furrtiebiag  the  eky  with  water,  bat 
tbat  we  shall  do  it  upon  a  reasonable  plan. 
•  Mr.  SKELTON.  If  there  be  no  objaetioo,  I 
wilt  withdraw  mr  amendment. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  otijeet. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendlnejlt 
to  the  Elenate  ameodment;  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  committee  further  than  to  call  their 
attention  to  tbe  estiawtes  wiiicfa  have  been  msde. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  TbeChairmast  remind 
the  gentleman  that  there  is  no  amendment  pend- 
ing upon  which  he  can  apeak 

Mr.  BARRY     ' 
priation  |100. 

Mr.  Ohairmaniif'the  informant  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  STAtrroM]  is  Mit  mis- 
taken, there  is  a  very  siogular  ditcrepancy  in  tbeae 
astiotates.  The  work  waa  to  be  canWaeted  for, 
tts  I  anderatood  it,  at  |%,000  for  excafa^or  six 
thousand  five  hundred  cubic  yards  of  raVtb. 
Nowi  if  this  contraiMoT  ia,paying  |7  50  per  oubic 
yard  for  doiag  tbs  ssts  waris  it  aeema  to  ns 
thare  must  be  something  wioogVOBaWbatw. 


I  move  to  ineraase  the  appro- 


Mr.  STANTON.  J  undeialand  it  h  not  dona 
by  contract. 

Mr.  BARRY.  But  if  it  could  be  done  for  tbat 
by  contract,  it  is  certainly  paying  an  unreasonable 
price  for  the  work. 

Mr.  STANTON.  A  contract  was  made  forthe 
brick  work  upon  tbe  wings  of  the  Capitol  for 
|9  49,  but  the  contractor  was  released ,  and  A4 
engineer  went  and  employed  hands  by  the  day  to 
do  the  work;  and  this'same  work  is  riow  costing 
^  08,  which  was  originally  contracted  to  be  done 
at  j^  49,  and  it  may  be  the  same  way  in  this  case. 

Mr.  BARRY,  if  it  be  not  an  improper  inquiry, 
will  tbe  gentleman  tell  me  who  his  informant  was? 

Mr.  STANTON,  t  will  tell  the  gentleman 
privately.  I  do  not  1M  authorized  to  speak  of 
iiirn  publicly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  will  permit  me,  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  if  I  understood  him  riently 
in  saying  that  they  were -now  paying  f7  SO  per 
cubic  yard  to  make  these  excavations?  beeaose  it 
seems  to  me  that  is  certainly  a  very  anreasonable 
rate. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  have  been  so  informed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    Rock  or  earth  ? 

Mr.  HENN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
submit  that  the  debate  la  not  in  order  under  the 
34th  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WASH  BURNE,  of  nUnois.  I  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  believe  I  have  the  floor.  I  de- 
sire, however,  only  to  correct  one  statement, 

Mr.  HENN.  I  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order.  The  34th  rule  prescribes  that  when  de- 
bate shall  be  closed  any  member  shall  be  allowed 
five  minutes  to  explain  any  amendment  which  he 
may  offer;  after  which,  any  member  who  shall  Erst 
obtain  the  floor  shall  be  allowed  five  minutes  to 
speak  in  opposition  to  it.  Now,  I  submit  that 
gentlemen  are  not  confining  themselves^  to  iHe 
amendments  which  are  offered,  and  I  inaist  that 
the  Chair  shall  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  SAGE.  I  move  that  tht  committee  do  now 
rise. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  {Mr. 
CnANDLEa]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
TKfhoIe  on  the  stale  of  tbe  Union  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  Union  generalW  under  consideo- 
atlon,  and  particularly  the  bill  of  the  House  (No. 
132)  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriatiooa 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending 30th  lune,  1854,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto,  i^  liad  come 
to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  submit  the  foUowing  resolution: 

ttnotti,  Tb<i  wbea  this  Hoan  a<H«si»s  en  Wednes- 
d^,  tbe  3lat  iiiHsal,  It  will  adjoiim  lo  nMfi  on  Tksradsir, 
ih«  IM  day  orlunr,  at  8  o'cloex,  a.  ni.;  sad  thai  wken  tbe 
Tloum  adjoanta  on  that  dajr,  It  ihall  sdjanm  to  meet  on 
MMdsy,  inae  Stk ;  «ad  that  «li>>  dinifteeiMr  ks  tatumMt 
la  teaovale  aad  teftl  lb*  HaH  •rihallaaM'fMfliesBBaa* 
•eolop. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  TennMsss.  I  move  the 
foHoaring  amendment: 

Atnhri,  TTiat  the  Clerk  of  the  Roatr  be  directed  to 
remove  the  cbRirs  It  prerani  In  Ihe  Rouse,  and  10  satWH- 
tO«t  new  «««•,  rallabte  fbr  Mimmer. 

1  now  can  for  the  previous  question  On  the  res- 
olution and  amendment. 

The  call  for 'the  previous  question  aras  sec- 
onded, and  tbe  Main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
put. 

The  question  was  takeii;  and  (be  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  aa  amended  .'was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  whidh  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and 
that  that  itiotion  be  laid  upon  the  tabl^ 

The  latur  taotion  was  agreed  to. 

'  .  DBPOT'T  POSTHASTXRt.       « 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  more  that  the  bill  to 
increase  the  etsmpensation  of  deputy  postmasters 
be  taken  up,  in  order  that  it  may  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  en  the  Post  Oflice  and  PiMt  Roada. 

There  Was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  Was  ac- 
cordingly'taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  thePoat  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  tnova  that  tha  House  do 
now  adjowtt. 


The  <|aeation  'was  taken;  and  tbe  rnotiDB  waa 
ifgreed  to. 

Thereupon  the  House  adjourned  (at  thre* 
o'clock  and  twenty  minutea)  till  to^norrow  at 
(arelve,  M. 

IN  SENATQ. 
TbasDAT,  ^oy  23,  1854. 
Prayier  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbubk. 
The  ibamal  of  yesterday  wo*  read«nd  approved . 
PETITIONS. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  praying  for 
a  reduction  of  tbe  rates  of  ocean  postage;  wtlch 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OAce 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  Emma  C. 
B.  Thompson,  widow  of  Charies  B.  Thompson, 
hte  6f  the  United  States  Navv,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arrears  of  pension  due  her  late  husband; 
which,  together  with  certain  papers  in  relation  to 
the  subiect  on  the  filesofthsSenate,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SLIDGLL  presented  the  petition  of  Paig, 
Mir  <b  Co.,  praying  the  remittance  of  certain  du- 
ties on  two  cargoes  of  cof&e,  imported  by  them 
into  New  Orleans;  which  was  referred  to  th# 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CHASG  presented  additional  documentf 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  Isaac'SwaIn,  to  indem- 
nity for  the  impressment  of  a  certain  vessel  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  re- 
Ifarred  to  the  Commitue  on  Chdms. 
coMNxpTictrr  legislature  oa  sbbeaska 

AMD  KAMAjS. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  With  the  oomeot  of  theSeo* 
ate  I  ilssire  to  sara  word  ofea^Matim  in  regard 
to  wkMt  vaaaaid  ii>-  the  Seaate  yesterday.  Tha 
resetntions  of  the  Legislaturs  of  Conneetioat, 
which  were  discussed  yesterday,  were  presenttd, 
t  am  sorry  to  say,  in  my  absence.  I  observe,  by 
the  report  of  the  debate  whteh  spruag  up  on  tha 
oeeaawn,  that  my  eoMeegue  Ml  into  an  etror,  ah 
be  naturally  wou'd,  tn  speaking  6f  the  Democratic 
sentiment  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  CoA- 
nectieat,  as  he  is  nat  paiticahtriy  intimata  with 
(hat  porttoh  of  his  coMtitWnM.  He  ni  mistaken 
U>  supposing  that  thosie  resolutions  received  tha 
support  of  we  Desaocraiic  saerabera  of  the  I<egia- 
htturs.  Not  one  foartb  «f  the  Dainocialie  meoi'- 
^}tH  of  both  branches  voted  for  them,  and  i)f 
those  who  actually  voted,  more  than  two  third* 
voted  agaiiiat  them.  No  Whig  voted  againal 
ihkm. 

1  am  v«ry  happy,  rir,  to  make  this  explanation, 
because  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  that  por- 
tion of  tha  peopla  of  my  Stau  who  are  represented 
by  th«  DeMoeraiic  members.  They  are  firm 
flrtends  of  the  'Union  and  of  th«  Constitution,  and 
ths  sentiments  which  are  to  be  foitnd  embraced  ia 
tbeae  seaolatiam  oaanot,  in  my  aiaw,  sseaiva  tltair 
aap^ort.  I  tMnk  that  they  will  now,  and  M  aB 
tSitres,  strenuously  opposk  them. 

'     DRY-DOCK  AT  PSM9A0O<<A. 

'Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  in  responss  to  a/eso- 
lution  adopted  by  theSanata  in  refi;renos  to  tha 
dry-dock,  basin,  and  railway  at  the  Psnsacoia 
navj^yard,  was  received  some  days  since,  and,  on 
my  motion,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  That  lepait.has  beco  reoeived  from 
the  prmieT)  u>d  is  now  tying  uJMMi  ear  tables.  I 
move  that  it  be  taken  up  with  a  view  to  relbrenea. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  Presideat,.the  report  ftf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  responke  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  calling  for  information  relating 
to  the  dock,  basin,  amTrailwaiys  at  tbe  -navy- 
yard,  Pensacohi,  was  received  some  five  or  SK 
days  since,  and  was,  on  my  motion,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  bcprlnted.  I  observe,  sir,  tha 
order  has  .been  executed,  and  copies  of  the  report 
furnished  us.  I  therefore  move  it  be  taken  from 
the  table,  'with  a  view  (0  rl!ference. 

The  resoltttion  eallfng  for  the  information  waa 
adopted  at  my  instance,  and  before  movhng  a  ref- 
erei»e  of  the  report  to  the  appropriate  committee, 
I  luHE  thf  hrdulgeneeorthe'Sentttf  whHe  I  submita 
few  rkinaAs;  for  the  report,  in  my  humble  estim^ 
tion,  callafor  the  prompt  consideration  and  action 
of  Congress,  and  the  notice  of  the  coointryi  Syati 
act  Vt  CcMgrkiSi  pa*s«l  JUgaH  3, 1848,  tkaBkO- 
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nury  of  the  Navy  was  dirc^tad  to  antar  into  a 
conuracl  with  Oilbcrt  &  Secor,  for  the  eonalruclion 
«f  a  balance  floating  dock,  basin,  and  railway*  at 
t^e  navy-yard,  Pcniacola. 

Purtuant  to  thia  direction  of  Ceng^eaa,  the 
Secretary  did,  on  the  25th  of  October  ensuing, 
enter  into  a  contraot  with  the  said  Gilbert  &  Secor 
to  build  the  dock,  basin,  and  railwaya  for  the  sum 
of  1921,937. 

I  will  not  go  into  detail  ftirther  than  to  day, 
that  the  dock,' basin,  and  railways  were  to  be  of 
•uAcient  capacity  to  dock  and  haul  on  and  off  the 
ways  a  war-steamer' of  the  first  olaas,  or  a  line-of- 
Cattle-shlp  of  fifty-three  hundred  ton*. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Bureau,  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  the  dock,  faosin,  and/ailwa'ys  have  been 
completed  some  time  since,  a  year  or  more— but 
not  yet  accepted  by  the  Oovernments  the  teats 
thus  far  not  hay,ing  proved  satisfactory.  The 
Contractors  have,'however,  been  paid  the  whole 
amount  stipulated  by  the  contract,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  reserved 
for  continfcencifs. 

An  examination  of  the  contract,  Mr.  President, 
and  the  manner  of  its  execution  will  present  a 
most  extraordinary  state  of  things.  I  go  by  the 
report  received  from  the  Department,  and  will  not 
meniion  facts  derived  from  other  sources,  although 
1  have  statements  from  gentlemen  of  high  char- 
acter and  standing  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
this  contract,  which  are  entitled  to  serious  con- 
sideration. By  the  record  I  shall  begoverned,  and 
liotgo  beyond  it. 

'  The  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  says,  that  none 
of  the  ati(iulations  of  the  contract  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  except  rtiat  of  a  floating  gate,  and 
the  one  which  provides  far  testing  ihe  dock  as  a 
«amei  for  tranaportinr  ship*  over  the  bar  at  Pcn- 
baeola.  Bat  let  the  Baraan  speak  for  ilselft 
'  "FaaMh.  •  WiMiberuyof  ilie^paliltnMar  «M  eoit- 
^lael  kave  ke«o  titpamad  wMii ;  aiid  if  M,  wbat  wata  ilw 
■tpulaiiODi  fo  diuieiuad.wiUi,  aad  dia  rasaona  ttiaralbr;' 

"tn  reply  (o  thla  queation,  I  resueetflillv  ataia  ihu  the 
onljratliHilaiiDaa  hi  aaM  eanirael  rfUMiMM  <H<*  an  Unwe 
tar  Iba  naatlag  gsM,  pwniaaul  la  Wa  apacUcatfaaa  to  be 
Aue4  far  iba  purpoae  at  fonniog  a  panillvn  in  Ida  dock,  and 
Jlial  <hr  ctncelliaf  ibe  •tipvlaiion  whicb  providaa  for  le«Uii( 
the  dock  u  a  camel  (br  inniporting  ibipa  over  the  bar  at 
Panaaeota. 

"The  caaaoaa  Ihc dtapaaaiag  with  the  famwr  are,  that 
4hl*fatewa*eoiiaiderad  asdnily  ueluM,  and  aveuaa  ia- 
cumaranca,  and  tiiererore,  for  a  reaaoaable  comideration,  it 
^aa  agreed  id  b«  diipenied  with  bjr  the  Depanment.  "Hie 
lesauna  far  eaaealiliig  the  caatal  pcoparriea  or  the  dock 
m»»*,  UhN,  apoa  ihe  rapiaaaalalloaa  at  Ibia  Bnean  (n  the 
'Seputaefit,  Ibai  ia  iia'Opiaian  Ihe  axpacinMot  of  aiakini 
niedoekomaida.ar  and  canying  Ibe  tbipa  over  Um  bar 
Wnnld  be  hazardooi  to  Iha  veaaeraa  well  aa  to  Ihe  dock ; 
<int,a*tlis6avereiiientwaa  bound  (o  ninilah  die  alaan 
power  10  low  ud  manage  aaid  dock  when  ao  uaed,  aad  a« 
Dft  aide  of  Ihe  dock  woald  praaeai  aa  much  aurfkce  lo 
vppoae  Ihe  wind  aa  all  the  aqiiare  aaila  nf  a  large  ahip,  it 
>wuld  reqoiie  Immunae  poiirer— which  Ihe  Oovemmenl 
aad  BM  at  eoauaaad,  aaAeould  net  praoara  ezeepi  ai  an 
(awroHMuexpalUB— laswra  and  oooiral  iha  lock  whan 
maaaing  over  the  bat  to  aea;  Ihal,  arovidad  Ilia  dockahould 
M'aunk  Oiider  the  bonnn  of  a  inip  at  anchor  oulaida  tbe 
Ikt,  after  psmping the  Whrde  or  aponlan  ofihe  water  from 
llwdliambeta,  akoald  disra  be  an  andaiaUag  oiotteB  at  the 
ytttai,  aaiberataaerally'ls^  ihal  places  Ibe  ahipa  (aula, 
with  baiury  on  deckj,  aa  >be  could  not  Ibere  be  aecurety 
abnred,  would  be  likely  lo  fait  over  upon  one  aide  or  ihe 
other,  and-aaXoaaly  tajaie,  If  iml  raiider  utterly  uaeleaa, 
-toik  Uie  ahip  and  Iha  dock,  la  enuidaratian,  Iharelbre, 
of  the  greai  power  required  In  mnye  luch  a  inaaa,  (br.  im- 
'poaaiUllly  orproeurtngttaltimeiwhenti  mighlbe  wanted, 
and  Ha  gnat  eo«,  logeiher  wHIi  Uie  Hangar  stiendlag  Ihe 
•everal  aeeaaaary  operaiiana,  the  Secralary  of  tbe  Nevy, 
aAer  cootuliing  peraona  of  experience  and  good  Judgment, 
fame  lo  tbe  conclunlon  Ihal  the  dock  could  never  be  o>cd 
«a  a  camel  in  practice ;  that  It  would  not  be  aafb  or  proper 
4a  vaniore  the  eapetlmeni,  and  thenlbfe  dlracud  propoai- 
liona  lo  be  made  to  Ilia  eentnclon  lo  diapanaa  wiilb  thai 
part  of  Ihe  eoatract  Ibr  a  fair  conaideraiion ;  and,  after  coa  - 
auliatlon,  Iha  Secniary  (Mr.  Kennedy)  pnpoaed  lo  cancel 
Ihal  proviaion  of  the  eenlraei,  deducting  ftom  the  amount 
«rpayiiienia  bndbr  tbe  eonirael  #ia,llW,  which  propoaiiion 
.waa  accepted,  and  that  auai  Jiaa  aecordinily  been  de- 
4lucted." 

It  will  appeal,  by  reference  to  the  contract,  page 
Sn,  that  the  contractors  were  to  receive,  "  in  case 
A  floating  gate  wa*  (ia)  made  to  said  basin,"  the 
.«um  of  $13,000  for  it— mark  tha  language,  Mr. 
President — "  in  caae  a  floatine  nte  is  made,''  the 
contractors  are  to  xrceire  |13iOOO.  Prom  this 
language  I  should  infer  that  at  the  lime  the. con- 
tract waa  enured  into  die  Department  bad  donbta 
••  to  the  propriety  of  having  a  floating  gate  to  the 
baain,  and  reserved  to  itself  to  direct  it  to  be  made 
«r  not,  as  it  ihereafUr  might  determine,  (f  the 
gate  was  nude,  the  Government  to  pay  f  13,000  fur 
It;  if  it  Waa  dispenMd  with,  lo  pay  nothing.  This, 
I  hold,  ia  ths  toie  constnietioo  of  the  contract. 
IThaDeparineat  4i4  dispao**  with  U,  ponaidering 


it  entirely  useless,  and  even  an  encumbrance;  and, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  the  Government  should 
not  have  paid  one  aollar. 

The  Bureau  informs  us,  for  a  rtasefloife  consid- 
eration it  waa  agreM  to  be  dispenaed  with  by  the 
Department,  but  does  not  enlighten  us  as  to  what 
was  the  raoMnoMe  considerauon.  It  was  not  a 
deduction  of  the  f  13,000  from  the  gross  amount 
of  the  contract,  which  I  consider  would  have  been 
the  proper  naionahlt  consideration;  neither  was  it 
an  abatement  of  any  portion  of  the  f  13,0OO;  for 
we  are  told  in  the  report,  that  the  contractors  have 
been  paid  the  full  amount  of  the  contract,  $921,937 
less  (12,000  deducted  for  cancelling  the  provisions 
for  the  camel  properties,  and  $3,500  retained  to 
cover  contingencies.  This,  air,  I  repeat,  is  the 
only  deduction  from  the  gross  amount  of  the 
contract,  aa  shown  by  the  report  on  our  tables. 
Thus  the  Bureau,  by  its  own  report,  overpaid 
Gilbert  &,  Secor  |13,000,  or,  in  other  words, 
allowed  them  that  sum  for  no<  moJcing  the  floating 

fate,  which  the  contract  left  optional  with  the 
lepartment. 

The  contract  stipulated  that  the  dock  should 
poasess  the  properties  of,  a  camel,  to  transport 
vessels  of  the  class  mentioned;  that  is,  a  line-of- 
batlle-ship,  or  a  war-steamer  of  the  first  class,  in 
and  out  of  the  harbor,  and  over  the  bar  ofPensa- 
cola  bay ;  and  if  it  failed  to  perform  this  stipula- 
tion, $75,000  were  to  be  abated  from  the  amount 
of  the  contract.  This  stipulation  was  dispenaed 
with,  as  it  appears,  at  the  instance  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment, and  the  contractors  only  required  to  abate 
$12,000,  which  proposition  they,  I  presume,  ac- 
cepted with  avidity;  for  they  well  knew  they  had 
entered  into  a  stipulation  which  they  could  not 
perform,  and  never  would  have  been  guilty  of  the 
consummate  folly  and  temerity  of  attempting,  but 
would  unhesitatingly  have  forfeited  the  $75,000, 
as  stipulated. 

•  The  reasons  for  releasing  them  from  this  re- 
quirement of  the  contract  have  already  been  read, 
and  to  them  1  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate.  To  have  attempted  ita  execution,  the 
Bureau  informs  us,  would  have  been  "  hazard- 
ous to  the  vessel,  aa  well  as  the  dock."  So,  no 
doubt,  thought  the  contractors;  and  they  would 
of  their  own  accord  have  forfeited  the  $75,000, 
rather  than  have  attempted  that  which  they  be- 
lieved they  could  not  have  accomplished,  and  have 
put  their  property,  the  dock,  in  imminent  peril. 
It  does  appear  a  little  strange  to  me  that  all  these 
difficulties  should  not  have  su|rgealed  themselves  to 
the  Departmental  the  time  of  making  the  contract; 
a  change  appears  to  have  come  over  the  spirit  of  the 
dreams  of  the  Department,  Bureau,  contractors  and 
all,  since  this  humbug  of  a  balance  floating  dry 
dock  was  urged  on  Congress  in  1848,  and  several 
years  previous.  Then  one  Of  itsg^eatest  beauties, 
one  of  Its  greatest  recommendations,  waa  thecamel 
properties.  One  in  those  days,  reading  the  glowing 
description  of  this  advantages  and  beauties  of  these 
de«ks,  in  fancy  saw  these  beaau  of  burden  of  Nep- 
tune walking  like  a  thing  of  life  o'er  the  waters, 
bearing  with  majestic  grandeur  on  their  backs  a 
ship  of  the  first  claas  over  shoals  and  bars,  to  secure 
havens  within  the  numerous  bays  on  our  coast. 
Since  that  day,  new  light  appsara  to  have  dawned 
upoa  the  aubjec|;  now  all  look  upon  the  experi- 
ment as  an  abortion,  a  failure,  the  veriest  hum- 
bug of  this  age  and  generation,  including,  I  have 
no  doubt,  the  contractors  themselves,  who  may 
well  laugh  in  their  sleeves  at  the  gullibility  of  the 
Government,  and  their  own  good  luck;  for  they 
have  received  all  their  money,  less  the  mormmu 
sum  of  $2,500,  retained  to  cover  contingencies. 

But  a  commission  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  dock,  basin,  and  railwaya,  have  the  proper 
teels  applied,  and  ascertain  if  the  contract  had 
been  fulfilled  by  the  contractors.  Thia  commis- 
sion was  comprised  of  gentlemen  eminenUy  qual- 
ified for  the  duty  assigned  them.  There  ia  Cap- 
tain Tattnall,  a  gentleman  well  known  to  the 
country  as  an  intelligent,  energetic,  and  honorable 
officef'Vf  oar  Navy.  There  is'  Msjor  'William 
H.  Chaas,  well  known  as  one  ofihe  moat  aocom- 
plished  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineer*,  and  a 
gentleman  distinguished  for  his  general  intelli- 
gence and  high  and  honorable  bearing.  The  next 
1*  Mr.  Hartt,  a  naval  constructor,  who  ranks 
among  the  first  of  his  profession  in  the  service; 
and  lastly,  Mr.  Uerron,  the  then  civil  engineer  of 
the  Penaaeola  navy-yard,  who  ia  weU  known  in 
his  profession  as  a  most  skillful  and  scientific  en- 


gineer, and  who  has  executed  at  that  place  one  of 
the  most  difficult  works  ever  constructed  in  this  or 
any  other  country,  which  excites  ihe  admiration 
of  scientific  men,  and  eatitlea  him  to  be  ranked,  if 
not  the  first,  among  the  first  civil  engineers  o(  the 
day.    Let  ue  hear  what  this  commission  says: 

ComnutUAWt'a  Ornoa,  ) 

Navt-Yiso,  l>Bn«ioot.A,  Jfay  8^  18S3.  { 

Sia:  The  board  of  oScera  appointed  by  your  leuer  of 
Ihe  IMi  Febmary,  1053,  "  to  eiaiuhie  and  npoit  Ibe  mail 
of  the  teat  lo  be  made  of  Ihe  balance  floating  dock,  baain, 
aaai  railway,  cMiatraeted  at  tha  navy-yard  at  Penaacala, 
by  Ibe  oonuaeiora,  Meairs.  Gllban  k,  Beeor."  and  aeliag 
under  your  inxruciiouaofiRe  aame  dale,  and  aobaeiiDenUy 
under  the  Inatrucliuns  contained  in  yiiurleileraof  Iha  ISlh, 
13th,  lith,  and  tU  April,  and  of  Ihe  3d  May,  baa  ihc  hoaar 
10  report,  that  n  baa  campMed  Ihe  duUaa  aaaigaad  M 11,  aa 
hraa  iin  receully  limited  Inatniedona  have  permiued. 

In  relaUun  to  Ihe  manner  in  which  Ihe  hoaid  baa  per- 
formed iia  duUea,  nference  ia  made  to  lu  Journal  and  ibe 
accompanying  dncomenta,  all  of  which  have  been  veriBea 
by  the  memben  of  Uie  board,  aa  being  correct  eopiea  ftom 
the  originaia. 

The  Duard  waa  directed  by  exact  and  carefully  worded 
iiialructiona,  with  ample  latitude  allowed  tu  aupply  aay 
notable  deAcieneiei  therein,  to  make  a  eloae,  critical,  and 
oouiprehanvive  exsminailon  nf  tha  apparatna  naaled  ia  Ike 
coiilrael  widi  Gllberi  It  Secoc,  aa  a  balance  floatliif  dork, 
baain,  and  railway  l  looking  lo  iia  nana  in  detai) ;  lo  la 
•eparaie  uaea  aa  a  dock,  a  Main,  and  a  nHway,  and  to  Us 
eompletaneaa  aa  a  whole,  In  order  lo  teal  Ihe  pctnetpM, 
roiivcaieney,  power,  and  fahhfal  eonatrueUaa  aWaed  ler 
it  by  tha  coDiractora ;  and  lo  form  an  opinion  aa  to  Ihe  pet- 
foriiiancr  or  non-  perlorniance  of  the  aUpalatioiia  of  Ib<«  c<in- 
tract.  Under  Ihia  view  of  Ha  InsinMliona,  the  board  dniy 
noiiHed  llie  aaihotixed  agenia  of  Meaara.  Gilbert  It  Seeer 
thai  Ihe  frigaia  Colnmbia  waa  ai  Uiclr  dlfpoaal,  la  order  to 
be  placiHl  in  Iha  dock,  carried  ion>  Ihe  biuia,  and  hauled 
on  and  off  the  railway,  in  the  manner  prcacribed  by  Ibe 
board.  A  correapondence  envued  between  Ihe  agertia  and 
Ihe  board,  arialng  from  <ib)«eitijna  aiade  by  iba  soauaelsw 
to  earialB  parte  of  the  proKTibed  opanUoaa. 

The  board  adbarlog  wltbout  material  change  tn  lia  firat 
determination,  it  waa  Anally  arranged  with  the  agenta  of, 
Ibe  contraeiora  Ihal  tbe  Mpie  ColUfflMa  ahoold  be  plaead 
oa  Ihe  cradle  In  lb*  dock,  aad  Ihe  whole  carhad  lata  ma 
baain,  in  raadlMaa  fiir  lite  llrigaia  la  be  haalad  on  aad  at 
Ibe  railway,  Ihe  board  raaerviog  the  right  lo  haul  Iba  abip 
on  lo  tbe  railway,  wlib  ber  eniin  armameni  on  board  ar 
nnt,  and  aaanming  the  eaMn  reaponaibHlly  of  ber  aafety. 

The  board  daatgaedw  aiake  Ihe  aaveni  aaaia  of  the  dnct, 
railway,  and  baala  with  aa  much  welahl  aa  paaaiMe.aeeing 
that  alllhal  could  be  commanded  would  (bll  >hon  more  Ihaa 
one  half  of  Ihal  required  by  tbe  contraci  to  be  aned. 

The  naval  eonairuetor  at  ihla  yard,  one  of  Ibe  mei 
ofihe  board, was  depaiad  la  plaeeaborea  aad  bncaaladb* 
frigate,  and  alao  lo  nmove  the  guna  and  aiorea  u  each  K 
poaiUon  aa  would  bring  the  canter  of  gravity  aa  nearly  as 
poMible  within  certain  line«. 

On  Ihe  asaw  day  that  ihia  agraeaeBt  WNk  the  afsnta  waa 
made,  tbaaa  peraona  rafttaad  B>  eaaaute'lk,  aad  one  of  thair 
auaibar  pmceeded  dinoUy  10  tha  north,  lit  order  to  eonftr 
wUh  hla  princlpala.  Ii  waa  deemed  Important  that  Ike 
aenior  officer  or  tbe  board  ahoold  proceed  at  ance  m  Waih- 
ingMB,  in  order  to  explain  the  iiroceedlnga  of  ihe  board, 
sad  U>  meal  and  refnw  tbe  oblceaona  nmde  Iqr  the  eon- 
tnctoca  tn  Iba  blr  and  nropet  teal  preacribed  by  tbe  bnaid- 

Tlie  proceedinga  of  the  board  were  not  dlaapproved  of. 
Rut  npreaentaiiona  having  been  made  to  Ihe  Navy  Dniart- 
■ent  ibaf  then  waa  net  aallleleBi  dapib  of  water  aff  aad 
near  ibepamaaaMwbarf  of  the  aavyyaidioaiak  the  dock 
10  tbe  depth  oeceaaary  10  nceive  the  l^igate  Coiambia. 
wiih  herarma  and  ainrea  on  board, itwaa  deemed  Impmiaai 
to  obtain  the  opinloa  of  the  Attorney  General  In  the  preas- 
iaaa. 

Thia  opiniaa  waa  deddedly  gtvan  aa  10  the  oUiaaUoB  af 
Ihe  Govenuueol  lo  Tnrnlata  the  reqoiaiie  depth  of  aratar. 
Under  thia  conaideniion,  and  of  that  of  the  time  and 
expeaae  deemed  neeeaaaiy  lo  excavate  Ike  required  depth, 
Ihe  teal  or  plaehig  die  aMp  <m  am  tmMt  traa  dlapkmaad 
wiUi,  aad  Iha  operation  eoataed  10  the  alaipla  oae  of 
lakiog  Ibe  ahip  into  Ihe  dock,  with  the  removal  of  all  or 
any  pan  of  the  armament  and  ainrea,  In  order  to  reduce  Ihe 
draothloftbeehip.  and  eonaeqDenily  Ihatoflhe  dnek  when 
aunk  10  tha  laak  at  araier  eomplalaad  of.  -  Bol  it  waa  re- 
quired after  iln  ahip  had  been  rwaad,  la  place  ta  Iba  doek 
a  weiglil  equal  10  that  removed  I'rom  the  ahip. 

The  board  was  Initructed  accordingly.  Aa  these  faiatrBe> 
liana 'Werafooiatod  in  error  of  Ihci,  Die  board  deemed  It  ii# 
duly  to  rapon  Ihe  aame  lo  Uia  Navy  DepaaianM,  afllrmiag 
Ujat  then  waa  water  aneach  lo  aflhrd  aa  adeqnaie  teat  a* 
prescribed  by  tile  board ;  that  no  excavation*  were  Dec**e- 
aary  to  proenm  additional  depth  of  waier,  and  thai  no  ob- 
atada  exiated,  known  lo  Ihe  beard,  that  woald  pKveni  every 

Soper  teat  being  made  with  aay  ahip  Ihal  could  pass  Iba 
I"  at  Ihe  moolU  of  Ihe  harbor. 

In  answer  to  tbe  letter  of  the  board,  it  waa  anted  that  die 
Navy  Department  adbeird  to  lu  Inatmeliona,  but  dial  it  waa 
laft  eplloaal  wMi  Ibe  konrd  W  reaaofW  Hw  snnsmeat  sad 
aMieawBoii  at  the  aame  Umad<Mb(awen  expteaaadaa 
to  the  anIBcieney  of  water  claimed  in  the  premisea.  Ii  ia 
due  IS  Ihe  board  in  Itaia  place  lo  sute  that  tiie  testa  requind 
lobe  made  wen,  in  iujadgment,  perfcctir  cnnslaisni  arith 
Ihe  fliat  InammhMa  reeeivsd  ftom  the  Navy  DepaaaMBl 
aad  with  the  alipulaiiona  of  the  oontracl. 

Thai  beftws  aosh  laaie  wan  anaogsd,  Iba  board  mala 
itself  acquabiied  with  all  Ihe  local  clrcumsiances  exiallac 
in  Ibe  premisea,  a  knowledge  of  wbieh  Waa  IndlspenaaMa 

lo  Ihe  exact  perlhrmanee  of  iw  dudea.    Thai  in * 

aoUiiatailhahaadaof  Ihe  aaalracwra  bstwl 
aldersd  a  Mr  lUwiasiloa  of  ttie  pilBclpla,  eoBveniancy,  sad 
pawerof  Ihe  apparatna,  generally  alyled  the  floating  kalaaee 
doek,  baain,  and  rallarsy,  oflered  at  a  (real  coal  aa  a  whale 
by  lie  dealgaen  and  the  eoaliaeawa  eoafldenily  la  the  Hae^ 
ammeni,  as  keiag  aapaiior  tst  sad  la  aBbauiaiioa  o^  the 
pera>aaeal4ni-'ack.  . 
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TlwcaatractanwnaaaiMad  afllM  flaai  taHmetiaM 
ihMU  Uw  Navy  DepirtiDent,  and  of  tbe  tcadlnau  of  Uia 
buard  to  wimess  Ibe  operauou  of  placing  tbe  Colambia  Id 
Uie  dock. 

Thejonrnal  will  fhOwIlM  Hraelakeg  to  ptapare  and  sink 
ita  dock  Rir  ike  reeeptloa  of  tha  ihip,  whb  all  the  attead- 
Mt  ciicoiaataMaa,  ap  to  tbe  time  tkat  Ike  dock  waa  raiaed 
and  pumped  gut.  Tba  iournal  will  alao  tbow  tba  drauflit 
of  the  dock  at  varioua  point*,  and  Ibe  exact  amount  of  de- 
ptcnloa  Aoia  rifht  line*,  ezlendibc  along  the  keelaon,  and 
the  end*  and  lide*,  wkU*l  the  *blp  wa*  u  tbe  dock  t  alao, 
tiM  eavMal  dmughu  of  water  whea  the  *hip  waa  fenoved. 

Aner  tbe  dock,  wilb  the  (Hgale  Coluoihia  on  board,  wa* 
in  readineaa  to  be  carried  Into  ibe  b**ln,  tbe  agent*  of 
Mem*.  onbeftfcSecormade  a  verbal  reqaeei  to  tbe  board, 
that  bar  rrmoval'ftoni  Ibe  ni»itlng*  to  Ibe  baatn  nlglil  ba 
di*Mn*ed  wilb.  In  anawer  tberelo  Ibe  board  elated,  Ibat 
itt  uialruclion*  left  It  no  diecretiaB  on  tbk  point,  and  Ibat  It 
ptherwlM  deaired  Ibat  the  dock  •houM  be  hauled  into  the 
bwln. 

In  rqilr  to  dil*  requMlion  a  letter  wa*  raeairad  Ihm  Iba 
aganta,  derlioiog  !■  lu  lake  tke  floating  dock  imo  the  baeia, 
.  wilb  the  preaent  loaded  veaael  in  Ibe  dock,  for  two  reajona, 
vlx :  6rM.  that  there  i*  not  len  feel  of  water  in  tbe  baiin ; 
and  eecoiidly,  that  Ibe  coniraclnr*  have  nerer  propoaed  to 
^t  the  dock  i*  the  baain,  healing  a  tUp'with  all  heraroia- 
mam  en  board." 

Tbe  board,  in  reply,  "lated.  that  If  the  agttnt*  peni.«ted  in 
their  relXim  to  take  me  docK  into  ibe  biuln.  It  would  be 
■ecaaaofy  that  tlw  ahip  ahooM  be  releaaed  IVinm  the  dock, 
a*au««a>iliaioJufia*whi«b*behadan*tained  kylbe dock- 
log  swraliou  lMT«  bean  repaired  by  the  agent*. 

At  Ine  time  of  reHual  ufibc  agenta  it  waa  high  water  for 
tbe  day,  at  which  time  there  were  nine  feet  alx  and  a  half 
lacbe*  oTer  the  gate  *M  of  thaboaln. 

Tbe  greater  draught  of  Ibe  dock  wa*  near  tile  eoalarvf  her 
bolloni.  • 

II  wa*  irine  ft^t  >lx  Incbe*,  and  accnrntely  obtained 
Under  Ibe  immediate  aupervi^iim  of  the  board. 

7'be  board  arrive*  at  llie  coiiclutioo,  thai  the  conlractor* 
have  aignally  failed  to  exhibit  ftilly  am)  m  Ita  aatiaflictinn 
tbe  conveniency,  power,  and  faithful  cnnvtruction  of  tlicir 
lUiallng  dock,  baatn,  aiui  railway,  and  for  the  following 
reaeona: 

I.  That  II  weigh*  about  S,3W  ton*  more  than  eatlmaied, 
Whidtconaequentlyincrrasealhedranghl  of  water  two  ftet, 
llwrehy  intert'erln*  with  ibi  paxage  intn  the  baain. 

3.  That  by  aettlliig  under  the  Colambia,  when  docked, 
nineteen  and  a  half  inchea,  (thai  ahip  weighing  but  9,183 
lona,)  II  proved  Ibat  ll  waa  or  Inadequate  airengtli,  and  allo- 
gether  Incapable  nt  raiaiiig  a  ship  of  S,300  inns  weight,  a* 
contracted  for;  ihia  great  aettlliig  alan,  by  Increainng  tbe 
draagbi  <if  water,  augmeoting  Ibe  dllBeulty  at  a  paaiage  into 
the  baain. 

3.  That  when  Ibe  dock  wa*  aunk  to  twenty-three  feel 
above  Ike  araritlng  ntatfonn,  (Ibe  ColnmMa  being  Juai  on 
Ok  point  of  enterlngit,)  11  roee  on  one  ilde  three  Aetin  ten 
■ilnntna,  by  a  auddeo  and  great  loa*  of  water  In  the  chain 
bar*,  aluiuagb  the  pump*  aupplylng  Ibe  water  were  adil  in 


operation,  thereby  ahowing  a  very  great  leakage  of  the 
..■■";"    b,  and  < 
r  cmiatiuctlon. 


tank*  or  pump*,  orprobaMy  both, 


rcoaaequcnlly  an  im- 

4r  That  aixty  tarn  additional  ballaat  wen  neceaaary  to 
Ink  Ibe  dock,  (the  englaea  being  worked  to  their  higheal 
gaufe*,)  It  being  evidanl  at  the  mme  time  that  tbe  engine* 
ware  nnrqual  to  ainking  it  to  a  greater  depth  than  that  re- 
quited to  take  In  Iha  CMombia,  a  ahip  ofle**  rtian  one-ball 
of  Ibe  weight  eoninMed  Ibr. 

S  That  il  waa  found  very  dilllenlt,  with  the  bigbeat 
gauge  of  *team,  to  IHt  Iha  Colambia,  owing  IA  tbe  leakage 
already  referred  to,  allowing  that  the  dock  mn  Incapable 
of  rniaiag  a  ahip  of  if  v«  thouaand  ihree  hundred  too*  wvight, 
•a  enniraeted  rar. 

6.  That  the  contractor*  declined  tbe  teal  of  taking  liie 
44«kinu>lb«ha<ia,an  Iba  gra«nd  that  tliere  wasadcfl- 
i^lenc-y  of  waier  in  ll>e  baain,  and  tlial  Iba  cotitraci  did  not 
require  IL  Tbe  Water 'at  high  tide  wa*  nine  llwi  *ix  and  a 
iMir Incbe*  above  Hie  gnnile  eooraea  m  the  bniiom  nf  tbe 
ba»ln,  which  would  have  been  miOieiiint  w  bava  admiitad 
the  doek.  Iiad  it*  draugbl  of  water  not  been  iacreaaed  three 
feel  by  ilie  cauaea  referred  to. 

The  board  cannot,  therelbre,  recommend  that  Iba  whole 
kpimiaiiia,  or  any  pan  of  ii,  wketber  it  be  the  balance  float- 
ing dock,  b— in,  or  railway,  be  laarived  by  Ih*  United 
Btate*.  Tho  board  having  been  alan  ordered  to  enoaider 
tbe  "  advanlage  or  diaadvaniage  of  that  plan  of  docking 
Miipeofibe  N*vy,*>a*eoiMpaKd  wliboiheni,  I*  of  the  opin- 
tan  Uial  the  balance  lla«ttog-dn«ki*farlnru*inr  to  Iba  aadl- 
iiary  •lone  doek,  wbaibar  a*  ragorda  economy,  aaleUP,  or 
^ility  of  oueraiion. 

The  <*e«umat<i  of  the  probable  eipenae  nf  working,  and 
toet  per  annum  of  repairing  and  taking  care  of  the  dock," 
and  a  report  on  tbe  floating  gale,  the  board  will  make  ine 
attHeclofaaaparataaad  future  eoAimunleailmi. 

Wa  are,  air,  raapacifully,  your  obedient  aervant*, 
'        J08IAH  TATNAU., 

Cndaln  ITnilad  Stole*  Navy. 
WM.  H.  ClIitaE, 

Major  Vniul  Statu  JSniiiMera. 
S.  T.  HARTT,  Satal  Canttnclar. 
.     JAfl.  BERBON, 

CirU  BitftntT,  Nary-Tart. 
jCommodora  JoaaFB  Bmitb, 

Cii^aftka  JBnnm  oj  Tardt  atU  Dotk$. 
■  Not*'— Thaaadeni(n«d*aieitail(edthaopiniaaibattbe 
balance  floating-dock,  baain,  and  railway, combined  advant- 
agaa  for  repairing  veaael*  not  poaaeaaed  by  tba  ordinary 
twoe  flack,  R>r  tM  reaaon  ibnt  two  or  mora  ahip*  oMild  be 
lapairad  at  tlia  aaate  tiaia  by  the  fonnar  apparaia*,  whll*l 
the  etone  dock  aflbrded  IhcMUy  for  the  repdir  of  oaly  one 
•Up  at  a  tin*  (  and  ii  wa*  believed  that  equal  economy, 
aalety,  and  Ikcility  ofoperation  amuM  beobuined  byeilber 
node.  Tba  UBderelgiMHl  baa  changed  bill  opinion ;  tM* 
cbaage  la  not  due  eotrly  to  the  aigaal  failuie,oiitlie|ianof 
4b*  oautrac<or%  to  perform  what  liiey  promiaed  in  Ibeir  eno- 
Iraet,  which  Ihllura  waa  principali  v  due  to  error  in  caleula- 
Uon  for  diaplaaemeni  of  the  doek ;  lo  IbA  want  of  airengib 
la  Iba  doek  s  and  lo  Iha  lack  of  anflMaal  4e|Nh  of  water  ia 


the  baain— but  il  wa*  pfodooed  by  ample  evIdencaaAbrdad 
lo  the  board,  in  Iha  coorae  nf  ihe  ofwraiion  of  taking  up 
the  fllgale  l^olumbia,  that,  on  Ihe  acoreof  economy,aBfeiy, 
and  flicility,  the  ordinary  etone  dock  poaiearea  mparior 
advanlagea. 

Taking  ihia  in  connection  with  Ihe  time  aad .  eipenae  of 
placing  Ihe  dock  in  the  baain,  and  li%ullng  (he  ahip  on  and 
olT  the  railway,  a*  well  a*  conaidering  Ibe  deatrucfibllity  of 
the  maieiial  oTwhieb  Ibe  doek  and  a  poitioa  of  tba  railway 
are  compoeed,  leavra  no  doubt  in  Ihe  aMad  of  4he  uader- 
aigned  aa  to  the  correclneaaof  the  opinion  uoaniuioualy  ex- 
preaaed  by  the  board  in  the  prvnilaea. 

WILLIAM  H.  CHASE,  M^jor  Bnginttn. 

CoLDMBDi,  Oa.,  Jan*  II,  18S3. 

CoMXAaoAaT'a  Orrica,  > 

Natt  YAao,  PanaAcoiM,  Jaiy  18, 1853.  ) 

Bii:  J^  bniird  Dir  laadng  iIm  floating  dock,  baain,  and 
railway,  inilielr report  ofMay 3i<, ISi3, relerred  loamiure 
report  on  the  liuhject  of  ihe  floating  gate,  and  of  the  proba- 
ble axpenac  of  working  and  coat  per  annum  of  repairing 
and  taking  core  of  the  dock,  which  Ihey  nnwbave  the  hnoor 
to  aubmlt. 

The  teat  of  ebipping  Ihe  floating  gat*  waa  made  on  the 
SOm  of  May. 

The  time  ocenpled  in  getiiug  il  from  it*  mooring*  at  tbe 
aide  of  the  kialn  tu  die  poaiiioo  nf  ahlpping  waa  one  hour 
and  Afteen  minuea  There  were  eigbl  men  employed  in 
Ihe  operalion,  Ibe  weather  being  unliivDrahle  and  water 
rough.  The  gate  proved  in  bo  very  crank,  and  required  a 
levuaacnMa  iiii  giniwalej',  and  conaiderabia  lime  aud  man- 
agement to  gel  it  into  llie  groove*. 

it  could  not  be  aunk  into  it*  proper  place,  owing  to  Ibe 
aand  having  wnahed  inio  tlie  keel  groove,  aiida  liitleabuva' 
it  on  each  aide. 

In  regard  \<i  Mia  coal  of  working  the  duck,  Ihe  board  ean- 
BO(  aOer  a  correct  eaiimctr.  AlltbechcuaiManoeaancnd' 
ing  Ibe  docking  or'  the  Coluralii*.  being  different  lh>m 
and  very  anravorable,  when  compared  with  the  contempla- 
ted mode  of  working  the  dock,  arhen  the  deep  basin  ehali 
be  flnlKhed. 

In  view  oC  Ibe  rapid  decay  of  wood  Id  Ibi*  climale,  and 
that  Ibe  dock  ia  now  about  Ibrer  year*  old,  Ibe  board  are  of 
opinion  that  it  ivlll  require  Iwenly  per  cenl.  of  llie  original 
co>i  In  keep  II  in  order,  equtvaleni  10  a  renewd  in  flva 
year*  flow  tba  praaeat  lime. 
.  It  now  reauirea  recaulking  and  painting. 

Wa  an:,  nr,  reapecu^illy,  yonr  obedient  aervanta, 
J08IAB  TATNALL,  CVpiaia. 
WH.  H.  0BA8B,  Mrntr  £ngi*(«r*. 
S.  T.  HARTT,  Nanil  ConUnitlar. 
JAMEd  MERRON.  aMMn^mtar. 
Commodore  ioearu  Shitb, 

CkUfof  Me  Awcoo  «/  Fonta  and  Dadu, 

fKatMoftim.  D.  O. 

Their  report  apeaks  for  itaelf,and  I  onljraak  at- 
tention to  one  or  two  pointa  in  it.  According  to  the 
terms  of  the  coiitractt  a  ahip  of  fire  thousand  three 
hundred  tons  was  to  be  taken  into  the  dock  and 
basin  and  raised  on  the  railways.  The  test  made 
with  the  frigtue  Columbia,  weighing  two  thousand 
one  hundrM  and  eighty-five  tons,  clearly  denloa- 
slreted  that  the  capacity  of  the  dock  ^as  inade- 
quate to  do  that  which  the  contract  stipulated. 
The  Columbia  was  only  taken  into  the  dock;  tha 
contractors  declined  to  take  the  dock  into  the  ba- 
sin with  the  ship  On  board  for  two  reasons:  One 
that  there  was  not  sufficient  Water  in  the  basin; 
and  here  1  would  ask  whose  fault  was  it  there 
wtis  not  sufficient  water  in  the  basin  ?  Surely 
the  contractors  had  engaged- to  construct  a  basin 
of  sufficient  capacity  in  every  respect  to  take  the 
dock  in  with  a  ship  on  board  weighing  five  thou- 
sand three  hundred  tons;  yet  it  had  not  wate|-  to 
receive  the  dock  with  the  Oolambia  docked ,  wmh- 
Ing'  two  thousand  onehitfidred  and  eigbty-nre 
tons,  less  than  one  half  of  the  alipttiated  tonnage. 
The  other  reason  assigned  ia,  thattha  contractors 
never  agreed  to  take  the  dock  ibto  the  baain  bear- 
ing a  ship  with  all  her  armament  on  board.  Was 
there  ever  such  subterfuge  attempted  to  be  prac- 
ticed upon  practical,  sensible  men  ?  Why,  lask, 
stipulate  to  take  up  a  ship  of  five  thousand  three 
hundred  tons  and  float  the  dock  into  the  baain, 
and  than  refuaaio  float  the  doek  inlo  the  baain  with 
a  ship  of  two  thouaand  one  kwidred  aad  elglMy* 
five  tons  becaiAe,  forsooth,  ktr  armament  was  on 
board;  thewaigitt  waa  tholhiDgtobe.conaidared. 
Tbe  ean«raclon  stipulatsd  that  the  dock  ahouM 
ba  of  sufficient  capacity  to  take  over  the  bar  at 
PensacolaasMpoftlie'lsrggBtclasa.  Whenaship 
of  that. description  mode  ita  appearaoeeoff  the  bar 
of  Pensacola  and  desired  to  enter  the  harbor  with 
the  aid  of  tliis  dock  aa  a  camel^  what  was  to  be  ddne 
with  her  armament  ?  Waa  it  to  be  thrown  over- 
board; and,  afVer  she  waa  repaired  aod  recrossed 
tbe  bar,  to  be  fished  up  and  placed  la  slalu  qm  1 
Tha  commission  further  say,  it  will  take  twenty 
per  cent,  of  theoriginaleoatofthedoekpcr  annum 
to  keep  it  in  repair,  equivalent  to  a  renenral  ercry 
five  years.  The  coal  of  the  dock  was  |555,713, 
so  that  sum  will  ba«s  to  be  ekpended  every  five 
years,  should  it  b«  aeocplad  by  the  Government, 
or  |1U>1S6  far  aaaiint  to  kaap  it  in  raptiir.  it 
aiaf  Own  di»sa  data  be-asMy  talrnhwail  tktk  it 


win  take  aooM  ta«  or  twain  per  eent.  of  thaoaat 
of  the  railway,  basin,  and  other  appandoges  and 
fixtores  of  this  dock,  to  keep  them  on  rqiair.  So 
it  may  be  estimated  they  all  will  require  an  annual 
outlajr  of  aome  |150.000. 

Tfae  report  of  tha  oommiasion  shows  that  tha 
eoMrtwIora  have  failed,  moat  sienally  fiuled,  M 
MiU  liMir  eonlcMt$  and  it  ougkt  long  siiwa  to 
kava  been  ao  declared  by  Iha  Department,  and 
■laps  taken  aaeordinglr. 

lliia  failure,  ai»,  aiSeela  Ula  only  naval  station 
on  the  Galf  of  Mexico,  and  which  happeaa  to  ba 
located  in  Florida;  and  I  here,  Mr.  President, 
as  one  of  .the  Senators  from  that  small,  poor, 
w(ongad,and  neelected  State,  enter  my  protest 
againat  thia  |1,OQO,(IOO  being  plaoed  to  her  debit, 
in  any  aatimale  that  may  hereafter  be  inada,  of 
her  oost  to  the  United  Statea.  Tha  140,000,000 
eKfianded  in  the  Seminole  war,  oommoncing  in 
1835,  it  haa  bean  inaisiad  should  be  charged  lo 
her,  when  it  waa  notonons  that  (he  greater,  poir- 
tian  of  the  amount  waa  aquandered  on  bangers- 
on  of  the  Army  and  oontraetora  from  other  Siaten, 
while  tha  people  of  Florida  were  not  only  impov- 
erished,  but  manv  of  tbein  ruined.  The  aum  of 
1^,937,  laviaheJ  on  this  wild  and  fanciful  exper- 
iment, ahouU  ba  etiarged  to  New  York  aceouDl. 
Gilbert  and  Scoor,  the  contraotars,  are  from  ihera 
— the  engineers  and  meohanioa  were  frasa  there-'- 
tkeir  auppliaa  were  brought  froak  there — and  every 
dollar  of  tbe  money,  according  to  lliestipulatiotia 
of  the  eoatraet,  waa  paid  there:  So,  I  repeal,  let 
Florida  not  be  charged  with  thia  folly;  she  had  no 
lot,  part,  or  portion  in  it;  for  my  laie  colleague, 
[Mr.  Yulee,]  then  a  mambar  rf  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, reeiated  thia  appropriation  at  every  stage, 
though  it  waa  apparently  l«r  the  benefitof  a  dock- 
yard within hisowaState—betbinkiag  the  teaiine 
of  thia  wild  axperiment  ak  the  Pensacola  ym 
wouU  not  advanee  ita  on  ward-marcii,  to  ba  elassad 
with  tbe  first  dock-yarda  of  Ihe  country.  <  Tha 
rasolt  haa  proved  the  correcineas  of  bis  couraa, 
and  the  rtriadom  .of  tha  coo«lusi9ki  to  which  ha 
came;  for  thia  wasteful  eKparimeni  there,  haa, 
in  my  aalimaiion,  retarded  tba  advaoeamentof  that 
vard,  1  fear,  for  year*  to  come.  Had  not  Congreaa 
Men  mposed  upon  by  these  humbug  wooden 
doaka,  it  wocrid,  aa  it  should  hava  done  are  this, 
have  mad*  an  approprmtion  for  a  stane  dock— 
such  aa  la  eraoted  at  liocfolk,  Naw  York,  and 
Boatoa. '  We  cannot  now  look  forward  lo  thaday 
whcna  work  of  Ibat  kind  wiH  ba  aommeneed  at  tba 
Penaaoohi  ynnt;  for  thia  ntaaa  af  perishable  .mate* 
rials  will  long  remain,  I  fear,  as  an  encumbranca 
or  nuiMMMa  Uiera.  If  this  dock «h«ald  uliiowtaly 
ba  raeaived  by  the  Navy  Departmeat*  I  would. 
OMiat  freely  volaCsr  a  libarala^ropriation  to  float 
it  without  tbe  bar,  and  aand-  it  adrift,  nni  selieya 
Iha  yard  from  tha  diafigwement  of  tha  basin  and 
asilwajra,  and  reatore  il  to  ita  priatiae  beauty  and 
elennee. 

But  let  me  return  to  thia  report.  Look,  tit,  at 
the  contract.  Here  waa  the  ansa  of  #921,037  about 
to  ba  paid  on  an  aKpariaient.  Ia  there  any  pro- 
vision in  it  which  will  really  protect  tbe  Qovern- 
ment  fHim  loss }  Is  it  not  a  contract  to  teat  an 
ezperimeol  at  the  risk  of  tlie  Government,  instead 
of  the  oontraetora  who  were  to  derive  large  pecu- 
niary benefit?  The  sum  of  f737,S50'waa  paid  to 
these  contraclora  on  an  experiment,  and  a  bond 
of  #100,000  onlv  given  to  save  the  Governmenl 
haiiiilina  i  In  ibia  tha  Department  haa  fiiilad  to 
exercise  that  vigilance  which  a  diaereat  individual 
would  have  done,  and  which  should  ever  charao- 
lerlze  tha  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

But  tha  twenty  per  eent.  ressrvrd  on  each  pay- 
ment has  kmg  smee  gone  into  the  pockeie  of  the 
oontraetora.  Why  waa  thia  done?  The  report 
shows  why,  and  (he  papnr*  accompanying  tha 
same  diaeloae  tha  fhot  that  tha  payment  was'most 
impmperlymade.  It  iatrue,aaweare  informed,  tha 
Depeniment  exereiaad  the  precaution  of  taking  iVom 
the  contraetore  a  reminding  bond  to  guard  iha  io> 
terest'Of  the  Government  in  the  event  of  a  failara 
of  tha  atmetarea  not  aiandiag  tha  leat  requirad  br 
thecontmM.  Thia,  (braooih,  waa  properly  gnard- 
ing  the  iiliereat  of  the  OoventmenI:  pay  Ike  eaa* 
tractors  sll  the  money  belWpe  the  eenirael  ia  eom* 
plied  with,  and  if  they  fail,  briar  nuit,  I  aopfosa, 
on  the  refunding;  bond.  Why,  Mr.  President,  this 
is  laughable.  Did  you,  eir,  aver  know,  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  Ooventmaol,  a  dsf suiting  contractor  to 
tsiand'  msney  impiopsrlf  sdvancM  him  by  the 
Oovasamhnt?T^idaniai)diaul««a.  Youhadaa 
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well  aliempt  lo  g*t  mfltfil  butter  out  of  a  iog't 
mouth,  as  mpney  out  of  the  hands  of  a  defaulting 
contractor  after  he  hna  once  placed  it  in  his  fob. 

It  seems  that  it  was  assumed  by  the  Depart- 
ment that  there  was  not  water  of  sufficient  depth 
ntar  the  basin  to  sink  the  dock;  and  the  question 
was,  whether  the  United  States  or  the  contract- 
ors were  bound  to  find  the  water,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  deepen  by  excavation  or  dredging.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  called  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General,  who  decided  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  bound  lo  furnish  the  water;  and  as 
the  Government  was  not  ready  to  furnish  it,  and 
the  structures  having  been  completed,  thecontract- 
ors  were  entitled  to  the  percentage  reserved,  and 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  it  was  paid  thsm. 

From  what  source  did  the  Department  derive 
its  information  that  there  was  not  sufficient  water 
near  the  basin  ?  Was  it  from  actual  measurement 
or  sounding  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  did  it  come  to  the  conclusion  there  was 
not  sufficient  water  upon  the  assertion  of  the  con- 
tractors.' When  the  test  with  the  frisrate  Columbia 
was  about  being  made,  a  year  ago,  the  contractors 
again  alleged  there  was  not  water  sufficient  to 
float  the  dock  into  the  basin,  and  the  instructions 
from  the  Bureau  to  the  commission  appointed  to 
make  the  test,  were  given  upon  that  hypothesis. 
What  does  the  board  say  ?  _ 

"  Jli  IKcst  inrfruftiont  trrre founited  in  error*/  fad,  Ihe 
tonril  dtemed  it  Ut  duly  <«  r»porl  llie  tame  to  tkt  Nrnvy  Dt- 
portinent;  affirming  (*o»  Iktre  irm  water  enaufk  to  afford 
on  adequate  text  as  jnticriheH  by  the  bonid ;  that  no  excnva- 
tiont  tiere  net^etsary  to  procare  additionai  dejtth  of  water, 
and  that  no  obitarle  eiisted  known  to  the  board  tkiU  would 
prerent  ewry  jirofer  leit  itinit  'nade  with  any  Mp  Ikal 
eouid  fan  Ike  har  at  the  mouth  of  Ihe  harbor." 

The  Bureau,  in  reply,  expressed  doubts  as  to 
the  sufficiency  of  water  claimed  in  the  premises. 
The  Bureau  seemed  very  tenacious  of  its  opinion 
«M  to  the'depth  of  water,  and  well  it  shoukJ,  for 
upon  that  opinion  the  Attorney  General  advised 
the  payment  of  near  $200,000  to  the  contractors, 
to  which  they  ^ere  not  entitled  if  the  true  slate  of 
the  ca«e  had  been  made  known,  (t  is  remarkable, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  Bureau  should,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  report  of  the  commission,  com- 
posed,of  such  men  as  it  was,  still  insist  there  was 
not  sufficient  water,  when  the  officers  on  that 
commission,  being  on  the  spot,  say  unequivocally, 
without  the  expression  of  a  doubt,  there  was 
water  sufficient  for  any  ship  that  could  p»«s  tha 
bar,  which  is  well  known  will  admit  vessels 
drawing  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  feet,  with 
ease. 

From  a  review  of  the  entire  subject  I  am  con- 
strained to  believe  the  officers  of  the  Government 
have  been  very  remiss  in  not  properly  guarding 
and  protecting  the  interest  of  the  country.  There 
is,  Mr.  President,  a  screw  loose  somewhere  which 
should  be  attended  to,  and  I  trust  the  committee 
who  will  have  charge  of  the  subject,  will  give  it  a 
full  and  thorough  investigation.  I  now  submit 
the  following  resolutions: 

Retoh-ed,  TtiM  Ihe  Report  nr  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Nnvy 
of  Ihe  9lh  inauni,  being  Eiecillive  Dwnoienl  54  of  the 
present  setisinii,  coiumiinicaliuK  iiiforinalion  in  cninpliance 
wittl  liic  nsolillion  of  Ihe  Senate,  in  relalinn  lo  Ihe  dock, 
ba-dn,  anil  railway  at  Tensaeola,  be  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mitlee  on  Naval  Affnira,  wllh  inslriielions  lo  examine  into 
the  conlraci  with  Gilhorl  k  Secor  lor  Ihe  coiutlrurtion  of 
Mid  dock,  baain,  arul  railway  ;  and  also  lo  aKertain  how 
and  in  what  manner  said  conlraci  baa  been  |irrlorinud. 
what  Fecnriiy  has  been  jiven  for  reimhursinB  Ihe  Uniled 
Stales  Ihe  amount  of  i»919,437,  which  has  been  paid  lo  Ihe 
•aid  Gilbert  Si  Secor  l)y  the  Navy  llepnrtuieDI,  in  caw  Ihe 
•Hid  dock,  ba*in,  and  railway  should  noi  be  accepted  by  the 
Uovernnieni,  and  what  rurlher  slep.»  are  iieccsKary  to  pro- 
tect Ihe  inleresiln  of  ttie  Uniled  Slalea. 

Retotrrd,  That  if  said  coimniuee,  in  the  inveslitalion, 
should  deem  it  necetsary,  Uiey  be  auUloruuid  lo  acild  fur 
peritons  aud  papera. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.BRODHEAD.  A  report  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  the  whole  subject  of 
docks  on  the  5th  of  March,  1852,  which  was  ac- 
companied by  copies  of  the  contracts  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  docks,  basins,  and  railways,  at 
Philadelphia,  Kittery,  and  Penaacola,  and  the 
floating  dock  at  San  Francisco.  As  we  may  be 
callej  upon  before  the  cioaeof  the  session  to  make 
large  appropriations  for  the  one  in  California,  I 
move  the  reference  of  this  report  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  (o. 

THOMAS  FRAZBR. 
Mr.   HAMLIN.     Yesterday   a  motion   was 
mode  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  th*  bill 


from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Fraier,  was  indefinitely  postponed.  I 
learn  that  lliat  bill  has  been  sent  lo  the  House, 
and  1  now  move  thai  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
request  the  House  to  return  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  returned  to  the  Senate 
by  Mr.  McK«an,  Chief  Clerk. 
REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES; 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  gold 
pieces  of  the  value  respectively  of  ten  eagles  and 
five  eagles,  and  for  oiher  purposes;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr  GWIN.  I  give  notice  that  as  soon  as  the 
bill  is  printed,  I  shall  ask  for  its  consideration. 
It  is  important  that  it  should  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Colt,  praying  the  extension  of 
his  patent  for  certain  improvements  in  fire-arms, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  author- 
izing the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  grant  an 
extension  of  a  patent  to  Samuel  Colt,  a  citizen  of 
the  Uiiiied  Slates,  for  an  improvement  in  fire- 
arms; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.     The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  documents  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  Gideon  Prior,  a  soldier  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  10  a  pension,  and  the  petition  of  John 
H.  Hand,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  on 
account  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service  of  the 
Uniied  Slates,  submitted  adverse  reports  thereon; 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Brown,  praying  lo  be  allowed  a  pension,  submit- 
ted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
E.  H.  Wingfield,  late  Indian  agent  in  New  Mex- 
ico, praying  lo  be  allowed  traveling  expenses  from 
Santa  Fc  to  Washington  cily,  for  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts,  and  for  a  per  diem  allowance 
during  his  detention,  asked  lo  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  Adcle Sands, 
widow  of  Richard  M.  Sands,  of  the  Army,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  pension,  and  the  petition  of 
Charlotte  S.  Westcolt,  widow  of  Captain  George 
C.  Westcolt,  of  the  Army,  praying  for  a  pension, 
submitted  a  report,  and  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration,  on  tJie  ground 
that  a  general  bill  had  been  reported  which  would 
embrace  the  objects  prayed  for;  which  was  agreed 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
REPUBLIC  OF  DOMINICA. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution fur  consideration;  and  asked  for  its  imme- 
diate consideration: 

Retolved,  That  the  Commillm  nn  Foreign  Relaliona  be 
inslrucled  to  inquire  into  Uie  expediency  of  recognizing 
Ihe  independence  of  Ihe  Republic  of  Dominica,  and  of 
opening  diplomatic  intercourse  witli  the  same. 

Mr.  CHASE  objected;  and  the  resolution  was 
laid  over. 

EMPLOYMEHT  OF  CLERK. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to:  * 

Retalerd,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  causes,  8lc.,  of  mortality  on  Iward  of  emigraot 
ships,  be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk. 

SLAVE  TRADE  IN  CUBA. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Retched,  That  the  President  be  requested  tncommuni- 
cate  10  Ihe  Senate  (if  In  his  opinion  it  be  compatible  wilh 
the  pnblic  ioleresi)  copies  of  all  correspondence  in  the 
Hlale  D*'parlmenl  relative  lo  the  slave  trade  in  Uie  Inland  of 
Cuba,  and  of  any  late  di-crees  or  other  acts  of  ilie  Spanish 
Government  in  liial  inland  connected  with  Uie  same. 

C0MPEN8ATJ0N  OF  POSTMASTERS. 
Mr.  RUSK.     1  am  instructed  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


regulating  the  pay  of  deputy  postmasters,  to  report 
it  back  with  an  amendment,  and  recommend  ita 
passage. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Senate  to 
put  that  bill  on  its  passage  now.  It  has  beea 
carefully  examined  by  the  Post  Office  Committee 
of  the  House,  as  well  as  of  the  Senate.  It  has 
received  the  favorable  action  of  the  House,  and, 
in  my  judgment,  ought  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion bv  general  consent.' 

The  PRESIDENT.     It  is. 

Mr.  \V  ELLER.  The  original  bill  was  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  referred 
to  the  Committes  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads.  It  has  been  under  consideration,  I  be- 
lieve, for  more  than  a  month.  The  only  amend-  ■ 
ment  proposed,  is  one  submitted  by  the  Post 
Office  Department,  the  object  of  which  is  to  render 
certain  and  jjefintte  that  which  was  somewhat 
uncertain  by  the  provisions  of  the  original  bill. 
There  is  no  change  whatever  in  the  principle.  The 
ofily  effect  of  the  amendment  is  lo  make  the  bill 
more  certain,  and  to  obviate  any  difficulty  which 
might  arise  in  the  Department. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to  striks 
out  the  following  proviso: 

"Thaf,  to  any  ponlmasler  of  any  distrlbulintr  or  separa- 
ting post  office  whose  coininissiDni'  may  bv  reduced  bieluw 
the  uinount  allowed  at  his  olfiee  for  the  year  ending  the 
3Ulh  day  of  June,  IH51,  Ihe  Postmaster  General  shall  be 
authonzed,  in  liis  discretion,  lo  allow  such  additional  coin- 
pensaliun  as  he  may  deem  proper,  such  coni|>en!ialiun  to 
date,  and  be  allowed  from,  Ihe  :lOlh  day  of  March,  1853: 
Provided  further.  That  the  commissions  and  allowances 
authorized  by  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  forty  first  section  of  llie  acl  enlitlcd  *  An  act  to  reduce 
into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  resulatine  Uie 
Post  Office  Oepartinent ;'  and  all  acts,  or  pans  of  acts,  In- 
coiisisietit  Willi  Ihe  provisions  of  this  acl,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  repealed  ;  and  this  acl  to  take  elT-cl,  and  he  in 
force,  from  and  afler  Ihe  coiumeuceujcnl  of  the  neil  fiscal 
quarter  al\er  its  pasaafe.** 

And  insert: 

That  to  any  poslniasler  of  a  dislributine  office  •(  whicll 
llie  coiiiniissions,  allowances,  and  euiolunients  since  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1<<.'>3,  have  been  insullicient  to  defray 
actual  and  necessary  expenses,  and  alTord  the  annual  com- 
pen^aliuu  derived  from  eouiinissions  at  the  office  befiKe  Ibe 
said  31st  of  M^rcb,  the  Postmaster  Geueral  mny,  in  bis  dis- 
cretion, allow  quarterly  from  the  date  aiontsaid,  out  of  ib< 
pofilages  collected  at  any  such  office  an  aiiii>unt  sufficient 
lo  supply  such  deficiency:    Provided  further ,  Tii.-it   tn  ai.v 
noslniaster  of  a  separating  office,  whose  conn 
lowance,  and  emoluments  maybe  insullicieiir 
for  lite  extra  labor  necessary  to  Uie  prompt  ;< 
piTforinance  ofthe  duties  of  separating  and  dt^t 
mails  passing  throtigU  those  offices,  the  Poslui  > 
may  make  such  quarterly  allowances  out  of  it:     ,-       ...-^ 
collected  at  such  otiice,  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate such  exira  labor.    Tlii^act  shall  lake  efl'ect,  and  tie 
in  force,  Irom  and  after  the  commcncemenlof  Uie  utal  fiscal 
quarter  after  its  passage. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  desire  some  explanation  of  the 
amendment.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  pro- 
vision is  ample  enough  to  supply  additional  clerks 
in  distributing  offices? 

Mr.  RUSK.  Yes,  sir;  the  amendment  was 
made  ftir  that  express  purpose.  It  was  made  to 
rx>ver  that  under  the  authority  of  the  Postmaster 
General.  I  will  slate  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  that  at  the  time  the  law  of  1851 
was  passed,  a  provision  of  this  description  was 
made;  but  in  a  subsequent  act  passed  there  were 
words  used  which  gave  the  Postmaster  General  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  in  construing  the  subsequent 
law  to  repeal  the  discretion  which  existed.  It  is 
necessary,  therefore,  lo  reinstate  this  discretion; 
and  it  is  substantially  reinstating  the  old  law  of 
1851.  This  has  been  done  by  the  committee,  on 
consultation  with  the  Department.  The  original 
bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  not  sufficiently  full.  It  made  no  provision 
for  the  separating  offices,  which  are  very  neces- 
sary; and  besides,  it  went  back  to  idSI.  The  dif- 
ficulties have  occurred  in  these  offices  since  1853; 
and  the  amendment  reported  lo  Ihe  Senate  by  the 
committee,  after  consultation  with  the  Postmaster 
General,  only  operates  since  March,  1853. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  do  not  understand  what  the 
difference  is  between  the  offices  called  separating 
offices  and  distributing  offices. 

Mr.  RUSK.  A  disiributing  office  is  where 
letters  are  distributed  to  various  offices.  Thejr 
send  certain  mails  from  one  quarter  of  the  country 
to  another,  northern  and  southern,  and  they  arc 
distributed  at  particular  offices.  As  to  separating 
offices.  New  Orleans  is  an  instance.    Mails  go  IQ 
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New  Orleans,  directed  to  California,  to  Arlcansas, 
and  to  Texas,  and  other  places,  and  there  they 
must  be  separated.  Such  are  separating  ofGcea, 
and  they  reimire  a  considerable  amount  of  labor. 

Mr.  BELL.  And  I  anderatand  the  provisions 
of  the  amendment  apply  to  both  descriptions  of 
offices? 

Mr.  RUSK.    Yes,  sir,  to  both  descriptions. 
.   Mr.  JOHNSpN.    I  wish  to  state  a  fact  in  con- 
nection with  this  bill.'  I  do  not  understand  pre- 
cisely how  it  comss  up  now,  but  1  will  ask  the 
■Senator  from  Texas  is  the  bill  upon  its  passage .' 

Mr.  RUSK,  pie  bill  passed  the  House  of 
RspresentatiTCs  providing  for  th«  increase  of 
d«p«t]r  postmasters. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  if  it  has  already  passed 
there,  I  am  happy  to  hear  it.  I  'wanted  to  show 
the  absolute  necessity  which  exists  for  such  a  pro- 
vision, and  1  thought  I  could  do  so  by  the  simple 
statement  of  a  iact;  but  if  it  has  passed,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  say  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  There  is  a  typographical  error 
which  will  require  to  be  corrected.  The  30th  Af 
March,  occurs  in  one  place,  evidently  by  mistake. 
It  should  be  the  '■  31st  of  March." 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  correction  will  be 
made. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreed 
to,  the  bin  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  was 
eirdered  to  be  engrossed.  The  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
p^assed. 

NEBailSjKA  AND  KANSAS. 
A  message  waa  received  from  the  House  of 
Rapreseniauves,  by  Mr.  McKeah,  Chief  Clerk. 

Mr.  PaniimiT :  Tba  Hoose  ofKepreKnntlmtma  pw»d 
•  MHeaOtM  •■  An  act  10  mnaDlu  tbe  Terrl(ori«i  nf  Ne- 
bfaikaaad  Kannst"  to  wUob  I  sm  dlreated  t»  aakjbe 
esneainnce  of  lbs  Seoale. 

The  PRESIDENT  fro  ttmfore  subaeqaenUy 
SMaoowesd  thabilt  to  lheSena«e  on  its  first  reading. 

Tha  bill  hsrvinr  been  read  a  first  time, 

ThePRBSIOBNT said:  Thebill  win  now  have 
its  seeoDd  rsadtn^;,  with  a  viav  to  refcnhee,  if 
tkera  ba  no  abjaetioB. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  lobjact  to  the  second  rsadhig 
of  that  bill  oat  of  ita  regular  order. 

Tiw  PRESIDENT.  Then  it  goes  ovar-until 
te  ■arrow. 

BOOKS  FOR  NEW  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  JON^,  of  Iowa.  I  desire  to  have  called 
ap,«iid  aatadupob.aresolntioii'WliiohlsulMaitted 
some  tine  ago,  under  the  directions  of  tbe  Com- 
mitlee  on  Psoumu,  to  provide  for  the  diatributioa 
If  new  aambsca  of  the  Ssnatb  of  the  same  num- 
biar  of  Mayo  A  Monlton't  edition  of  the  pension 
and'  bounty  land  laws,  aa  was  ordered  at  tbe  last 


•  BIr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
caU  up  that  resolution  at  this  time.  It-is  time  to 
pfoeaed  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order.' 

Itfr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  do  not  think  there 
will  be  any  obieetion  to  it. 

Mr.  H^UNTBR.  Yes,  air;  there  wiU  be  oppo- 
sition to  it. 

Mr.  JONB&  It  i*  important  to  have  it  acted 
upon.    I  hope  there  will  be  no  objaetiott  to  it. 

Mr.  WELX-ESL  It  can  be  disponed  of  as  weO 
in  the  morning  hour  to-morrow  aa  to-day. 

The  molioo  of  Mn.  Jsenis,  of  Iowa,  to  oon- 
aidar  Iha  raaolotion  was  agreed  to. 

Theresoli^lion  ia  as  follows: 

JtuolMiJ,  That  the  Joint  reeotoclon  of' the  i4a  of  Feb- 
ruuy,  1804,  tat  ntfljiag  new  memlxn  of  the  prauDt 
CoDgrwa  with  til  «uco  books  of  a  pUMio  chancier  in  the 
■ame.  yroponioo  aa  weie  fiuiiiabed  to  members  of  eiUvcr 
House  at  tbe  last  Coivress,  embracee  Mayo  fc  Monlion's 
eiMk»  ol  tbe  pension  and  boonty  land  Ixwa,  tic .,  in  the 
li'niiiailmi  of  «i|^eopl«a  »  each  or  the  aald  new  memben, 
aadltatlbeSeercMfr  of  the  Seoau  shall  so  undentand 
aad  eiecnte.tte  said  retolDlion. 

Mr.  WELLBR.  I  do  not  supfiose  that  it  is 
worth  while  to  interpose  any  objection  to  the  res- 
olotion.  It  haa  been  the  custom  heretofore  for 
tha  Hotta«a«f  Congrsss  to  distribute  bookf  among 
tMmselve«,    F«r:i«y  part,  I  hn,Te  a  great  many 


more  now  than  I  want.    I  hope  the  vote  will  be 
taken  now,  as  I  desire  to  make  a  motion. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  President  de- 
clared that  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa._  I  did  not  understand 
that  there  was  any  objection  made  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution.  I  did  not  know  that  the  Senator 
from  California  made  any  objection  to  it.  I 
thought  he  was  in  favor  of  it.  It  is  simply  to 
give  to  new  members,  who  have  come  in  since 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  last  year,  the 
same  number  of  those  books  which  the  old  mem- 
bers have  received— that  is,  eight.  The  new 
members  have  each  received  one,  and  the  resolu- 
tion-proposes to  allow  seven  more  copies  to  each. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  would  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  whether  any  restriction  as  to  the  price  is 
to  be  put  upon  these  books.' 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  The  price  was  fixed 
originally.  Tbe  sum  which  was  paid  for  those 
received  oy  the  old  members  will  be  paid  for  these. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  JONE^.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  appeal  to  my  friena  from 
Iowa  to  suffer  thia  resoluuon  to  pass  over  until 
to-morrow.  Some  of  us  have  not  yet  examined 
this  book.  If  it  be  a  valuable  one  to  the  country' 
generally,  we  shall  be  disposed  to  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  am  one  of  the  old 
members,  and  have  received  my  number  of  copies. 
I  have,  therefore,  no  personal  interest  in  the  res- 
olution ;  but  I  diBUke  to  see  this  distinction  made 
of  giving  to  old  and  not  to  new  members. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  am  a  new  membtr,  and 
I  speak  for  myself,  and  say  I  do  not  want  them. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    You  may  speak  formej  too.' 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  If  theSenator  does  not 
want  them,  I  will  take  his  number  and  dispose  of 
them. 

Mr.  WELLER.  At  all  events  I  want  to  look 
at  the  book  first  before  1  give  my  vote  towards 
making  the  people  pay  for  it.  If  I  want  one  of 
the  books  1  can  buy  it.  I  move  that  tii«  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  b«  peatponed  tuitil 
to-monow,  in  order  that  the  SeaaU  may  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  indigent  insane  bilL 

The  ftiotion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILt. 

.  Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders,  for  the  purposs  of  tiJciog  up  the  indigent 
insane  bill. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  suggest  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  for  us  to  go  on,  and  finish  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  now,  and  not  take  it  up  and 
then  lay  it  by  for  several  days,  as  we  have  already 
done.  I  trust  that  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  dis- 
pose of  that  bill  some  way  or  other. 

Ilie  PRESIDENT.  The  question  ia  on  post- 
poning all  prior  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  indigent  instuie  bill. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  understand  that  the  In- 
dian appropriation  bill  comes  up  aa  the  unfinished 
business,  and  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator 
froin  California  ia  to  postpone  it.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  not  urea  to  tnat  motion.  We  have  been 
discussing  the  Indian  bill  for  several  weeks  by 
piecemeaf;  and  I  think  that  now  when  we  have  a 
fair  prospect  of  finishing  it  to-day,  we  ought  to 
proceed  with  it.  I  believe  that,  all  other  ciroara- 
stances  being  equal,  it  is  better  to  pursue  ope  sub- 
ject at  a  time.  1  do  not  sae  any  pressing  ui^gency 
for  the  diacuasimi  of  tbe  veto;  out  I  do  #e  a  great 
deal  of  necessity  for  coming  to  an  early  determin- 
ation on  the  Indian  approfiriation  bill.  There 
are,  Mr.  President,  appropriations  contained  in 
that  bill,  which  ought  to  have  been  paned,  and 
the  money  expended;  and  the  goods  and  annaitiea 
to  be  purchased  under  them  ought  to  have  been 
on  the  Missouri  river  at  this  very  moment.  The 
Indian  service  is  absolutely  suffering  for  want  of 
the  appropriations  contained  in  the  bill.  I  hope 
the  Senate,  therefore,  will  not  conasnt  to  ita  poat- 
ponement. 

Mr.  WELLER.  My  desire  is  that  the  SMwte 
shall  procMd  to  vote  upon  this  i^ueation,  and  not. 


consume,  as  we  have  been  accustomed  to  consume, 
'a  whole  day  in  discussing  a  question  of  the  mere 
priority  of  busioesf.  Therefore  1  refrain  from 
making  any  remarks,  and  hope  we  shall  not  con- 
sume the  day  in  debating  whether  we  shall  do 
anything. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Without  expressing  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  that,  or  in  regard  to  what  is 
involved  in  the  abandonment  of  the  Indian  ap|MO- 
priation  bill,  I  wish  to  .say,  that  the  amendment 
which  is  now  pending  has  been  before  the  body 
for  days,  and  days,  and  days.  Yesterday  it 
seemed  to  be  pretty  well  understood;  but  pass  it 
over  for  two  or  three  days,  and  it  will  not  be  un- 
derstood at  all.  Unless  you  havs  the  discussion 
frssh  at  the  time,  you  cannot  keep  facta  in  the 
minds  of  Senators,  in  the  midst  of  a  thousand 
other  things  which  they  have  to  think  of.  This 
bill  has  never  had  a  whole  day 's  discussion,  that 
I  recollect,  since  it  dame  up.  pn  the  contrary, 
when  it  has  been  taken  up  at  the  beginning  of  the 
day,  it  has  been  laid  aside  before  the  day  passed; 
and  when  other  things  have  been  taken  up  in  the 
beginning  of  the  day,  that  haa  been  taken  up  and 
considernl  at  the  heel  of  the  day.  It  has  been 
considered  by  piecemeal,  as  my  colleague  renuu-ks 
— piece  by  piece,  and  his  patience  and  courtesy 
have  consented  to  give  way  whenever  a  Senator 
asked  permission  to  go  on  with  some  other  matter. 
Certainly,  I  think  that  his  patience  haa  exempli- 
fied itself  here  to  an  extraordinary  extent;  ana  it 
seems  to  me  now,  while  tbcte  is  yet  aomethiag 
fresh  upon  the  subject  of  this  India*  appropriation 
bill  upon  the  minds  of  the  Senators  from  the  debate 
which  has  taken  place,  it  would  be  well  to  go  on  at 
least,  and  dispose  of  the  pendtag  amendment. 

I  therefore  sincerely  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
not  poatpone  this  bill  for  the  consideration  of  ths 
veto  message,  which  ia  a  mere  outside  discussion, 
foe  trttyboiy  knows  that  the  debate  on  that  can- 
not end  in  the  passage  of  the  indigent  insane  bill. 
Mr.  BROWN.  My  vote  depends  ahogether 
upon  ciroumstaneas.  If  any  Senator  is  prepared 
ta  go  on  with  the  diaeiusion  of  the  indigent  ineaaa  . 
Ull,  I  am  prepared  to  vots  to  take  it  up,  but  unless  , 
there  ia  an  unaostanding  that  some  Seiwtar  deairss 
to  address  ths  Senate  on  that  snbject  now,  there 
can  be  no  propriety  in  taking  it  up.  We  know 
that  tba  diacoaaion  Baa  not  clossd  on  it,  and  I  do 
not  myaelf  know  of  any  Senator  who  d««ras  to 
ba  heard  atthktime.  If  the  Senator  froai  Virginia 
or  any  other  Senator  deairea  to  be  heud,Tara 
willing  to  vota  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  naderatand  (he  Senator 
from  MicUmn  ia  prepared  to  go  «a. 

Mr.  BROWN.    If  tha  Senator  desires  to  go  on 
I  will  vota  to  take  up  tha  bilL 
'  Mr.  CASS.    I  have  not  tha  slightest  desire  to 
go  00  now.  I  intended  to  address  the  Senate  this 
moniix,  if  Iha  questicm  came  up;  but  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  the  most  perfect  indifieranee  to  me.   I  have 
no  wish  about  it.    I  will,  however,  say  it  strikes 
me  that  there  are  aoroe  strong  reaoana  why  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  should  be  taken  up. 
Mr.  BkOWN.    I  think  so  loo. 
Mr.  CASS.    If  the  Senate  desire  to  go  00 
with  the  consideration  of  that  bill,  I  qm  indiffer- 
ent about  addressing  the  Senate  on  tbe  other. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  hope  we  ahall  go  pn  and 
finish  one  thing  at  a  timt.  If  tbe  Senator  from 
Michigan  deairea  to  address  ths  Senate  to-day 
upon  Uie  indigent  insane  bill,  I  hope  it  will  be  kspt 
before  the  Senate  until  it  is  disposed  of;  or,  if  we 
go  on  with  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  that- it 
will  be  kept  before  the  Senate  until  it  is  passed.  It 
is  a  very  aiaeulor  way  of  doing  business  to  taks 
up  a  bill  ana  cKsouss  U  one  day,  and  then  lay  it 
aside  and  take  up  another  bill,  and  disewa  it  on 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  want  ths  judiciary  bill  laksn 
up. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggesuoa 
for  the  consideration  of  Senators.  If  we  will  take 
up  the  veto  message  and  postpone  it  until  Mon- 
day next,  wa  ahaU  be  certain  of  disposing  of  tbe 
Indian  appropriaiitw  bill  in  the  mean  liaM;  and  it 
scema  to  me  that  if,  aa  haa  baaa  auggMled*  wa 
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(hoold  take  up  one  thing  at  a  time,  we  should  get 
along  much  belter. 

Mr.  Weli.er'b  motion  was  not  agreed  to.  ■ 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Senate,  a«  in  Commiilee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed theconsiilerationof  the  House  bill  "making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department, and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  varioils  Indian  tribes  for 
the  year  ending  June  30th,  1655;"  the  pending 
question  being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  Mr. 
Walkeh,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  insert: 

To  ihe  Creek  natinii  of  Indiana,  in  Oill  for  all  rlemanili 
■gaiaiit  Ihe  United  Sialet,  Ihe  sum  uf  jjUU.UOH,  in  iisynieni 
fiir  elghl  million  acres nl  land  at  .■iix  and  a  quarter  ccnu  per- 
acre,  taken  from  the  friuudly  Creeka  without  coinpfnsalion, 
by  Ihe  treaty  nr  capiiulaiion  of  Port  Jacksuu,  o(  Auguat  8, 
1814. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  made  some  remarks  in  support 
of  this  amendment,  soon  after  it  was  presented  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
Walkkr,]  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  I  do  not  propose  now  to  enter  into  it  at  any 
length.  I  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Fitzpatrick]  yesterday,  and 
I  think  that  some  consideration  is  due  to  the  state- 
ments made  and  views  advanced  by  him.  The 
facts  which  he  slated  are  of  the  most  interesting 
character.  They  are  historically  connected  with 
the  condition  of  this  tribe  of  Indians,  both  before 
and  after  the  war.  Every  sentiment  uttered  by  ' 
that  honorable  Senator,  I  know  is  founded  in  the  I 
perfect  conviction  of  the  rectitude  of  the  opinions 
and  judgment  which  he  had  formed  in  relation  to 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment.  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  there  were  some  one  or  two  coun- 
ties of  very  fine  land  lying  between  iheCoosaand 
Tallapoosa  rivers,  which  were  reserved  out  of  the 
country  usuiilly  called  the  hostile  Indian  country. 
Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  When  1  was  up  on 
yesterday  I  alluded  to  two  counties  lying  between 
the  borders  of  those  rivers.  1  should  have  added, 
also,  that  there  is  the  county  of  Coosa  and  a  por- 
tion of  Tallapoosa  lying  between  those  rivers. 
There  are  four  other  counties.  The  two  counties 
which  I  first  alluded  to  are  the  Coosa  and  Ran- 
dolph counties. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  have  understood  from  former 
investigations  on  this  subject,  that  there  were  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  reserved 
out  of  the  country,  that  was  commonly  called  the 
country  of  the  hostile  Indians,  by  the  capitulation 
of  1814;  and  that  it  was  these  two  or  three  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  which  General  Jackson  con- 
sidered, at  the  time  of  that  capitulation,  and  which 
has  been  relied  upon  by  Senators  who  have  opposed 
this  amendment,  as  having  been  a  compliance 
with  what  was  promised  the  friendly  Indians 
when  they  assembled  in  convention  in  1814. 

The  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Alabama  Ihave  not  considered  conclusive  against 
the  reasoning  upon  which  1  brought  my  mind  to 
conclude  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  fur- 
ther indemnify  the  friendly  Creek  Indians, accord- 
ing to  the  promise  made  to  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  ine  instructions  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral who  was  authorized  to  make  that  treaty. 
As  I  understand  it  now,  even  by  the  statement  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  this  reservation  was 
not  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  friendly  Creeks.  It 
was  only  so  muchsavedoutof  the  whole  country, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  taken  from  the 
hostiles.  The  friendly  Indians  at  once  said  "that  is 
no  equivalent;  it  is  no  indemnity;  we  were  prom- 
ised that  our  fidelity  to  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  war  with  the  Red 
Sticks,  should  be  remembered,  and  that  we  should 
have  indemnity  out  of  the  country  of  the  hoa-  j 
tiles."  When  they  saw,  by  the  lines  proposed 
by  that  capitulation,  that  some  eight  or  ten  millions  ^ 
of  acres  of  their  own  country,  which  had  never 
'  been  occupied  by  the  hostiles — upon  which,  per- 
haps, a  hostile  foot  had  never  trod — were  to  be  ' 
taken,  they  thought  it  was  a  strange  mode  of 
complying  with  their  expectations,  and  fulfilling 
the  promise  which  had  been  made,  that  they 
nhould  be  indemnified  out  of  the  country  reserved 
from  the  hostiles.  Now,  as  i  understood  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  ; 
yesterday,  the  hostiles  did  remain  in  the  country, 
and  did  not  fleeintoFlorida,  but  continued  to  oc- 
cupy as  much  as  the  commanding  general  thought 
proper  to  leave  them  for  a  home,  out  of  the  whole 


country  taken  from  them.  I  understood  the 
amount  of  country  taken  from  the  hostile  Creeks 
on  that  occasion  constituted  tlie  principal  part  of 
what  is  now  the  Suite  of  Alabama,  amounting  to 
some  twenty-four  millions  of  acres,  and  it  was 
but  a  small  evidence  of  mercy,  of  gratuity,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  leave  to  the  remnant  of  the  hostiles  that  small 
proportion  of  the  vast  domain  which  was  then 
wrested  from  them.  * 

Mr  FITZPATRICK.  In  addition  to  the  coun- 
try lying  between  the  two  rivers,  the  Coosa  and 
Tallapoosa,  there  was  a  large  extent  of  country 
lying  NE,  E,  and  SE  of  the  Tallapoosa  river, 
including,  if  my  memory  serves  me  now,  the  coun- 
ties of  Randolph,  Chambers,  Macon,  tmd  1  think 
a  large  portion  of  Barbour  county  beyond  Ihe 
Tallapoo.  a,  and  running  down  to  the  Chatiahoo- 
chee,  including  a  large  portion  of  Barbour,  Rus- 
sell, Ch  tmbers,  and  Mucon  counties. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  am  not  sufficiently  ac(]uainled 
with  the  geography  of  the  country  to  know  the 
extent  of  those  counties.  1  never  before  heard  of 
any  other  county,  except  that  lying  between  the 
Coosa  and  the  Tallapoosa,  as  having  been  reserved 
in  the  territory  of  the  hostile  Indians.  1  hope 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  will  explain  how  that  is.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  I  ever  heard  it  stated  that  such  an 
extent  of  country  was  reserved;  an  amount,  per- 
haps, constituting  the  principal  part  of  some  three 
or  four  other  counties,  in  atidilion  to  the  territory 
lying  between  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa.  What 
1  wish  to  know  in  reference  to  the  matter  is, 
whether  this  was  a  reservation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  friendly  Creeks,  or  of  the  hostiles? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  It  was  occupied  by 
the  nation  in  common,  like  the  country  between 
the  two  rivers. 

Mr.  BELL.  That  would  not  be  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  understanding. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  only  answer  which  can 
be  given  to  the  inquiry  propounded  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Tennessee  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  is  simply  that 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  is  mistaken.  From  a 
thorough  examination  of  all  the  documents  in  this 
case,  from  one  end  of  it  Co  the  other,  and  of  all  the 

I  intermediate  points,  I  can  say  that  nothing  what- 
ever appears  in  them  to  show  that  there  ever  «nis 
any  portion  of  country,  either  occupied  by  the 
friendly  Creeks  or  the  hostiles,  set  apart  to  them 
as  a  reservation  outside  of  that  lying  between  the 
Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers.  If  anything  exists 
beyond  the  documents,  I  know  nothing  oPit;  but 
so  far  as  appears  from  them,  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  is  certainly  mistaken. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.     I  am  indebted  to  my 

I  friend  from  Wisconsin  for  his  endeavor  to  put  me 

j  right  in  regard  to, a  matter  about  which  1  think 
I  know  something.  I  believe  I  have  traveled 
over thegreaterportionofthatcountry, and  Ihave 
it  as  distinctly  m  my  mind  now  as  I  have  your 
face,  sir.  I  undertake  lo  say,  that  the  country 
reserved  under  the  treaty — not  particularly  for  the 
hostiles  or  the  friendly  Indians,  but  to  the  Creek 

I  nation  or  Muscogee  tribe  of  Indians — embraced 
the  country  lying  between  the  Coosa  and  Talla- 

I  poosa,  and  the  counties  of  Randolph,  Chambers, 

1  Macon,  Russell,  and  a  large  portion  of  Barbour 
county.    Whether  it  was  particularly  sej  apart  for 

I  this  portion  of  the  tribe  or  that,  I  will  not  under- 
take to  say;  but  I  will  say  that  the  settled  portion 

:  of  the  Creek  country  was  occupied  by  them  after 
the  treaty. 
Mr.  WALKER.     I   think  I  can  explain  this 

I  difficulty.  If  the  Senator  intends  to  assert  that 
the  Indians,  after  the  treaty  of  1814,  claimed  to 
own  lan^  in  that  region,  I  do  not  dispute  it.  The 
Government  subsequently,  from  time  to  lime,  con- 
tinued to#uy  from  them,  as  from  other  Indian 
tribes,  their  lands  lying  both  in  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama. But  what  IS  contended  for  here,  is,  that 
General  Jackson  set  apart  other  country  as  a  res- 

.  ervation  lo  them  beyond  that  included  between  the 

I  Coosa  and  the  Tallapoosa.  That  will  be  found, 
on  examination ,  not  to  be  the  case.  He  never  pre- 
tended to  set  aside  any  other  country  than  that  for 
them,  and  but  a  very  small  portion  of  thai,     ft 

j  will  be  found  to  be  the  case,  too,  that  the  Indians 
claimed  to  own — and  the  Government,  by  subse- 
quent purchases,  recognized  their  claim — land  out- 
side this  district  of  country.     1  do  not  deny  that 

I  there  was  eotintry  lying  north  aa  well  aa  south  of 


'  Ihe  line  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  which  it  is  in- 
disputable General  Jackson  did  compel  them  to 
surrender  by  the  capitulation  of  Ibli.  If  it  in 
simply  contended,  however,  that  they  owned  land 
and  had  claims  to  land  outside  of  this  tract,  I  do 
not  dispute  ft. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  never  contended  that, 
by  the  capitulation,  the  lands  reserved  west  of  the 
Chattahoochee  were  specifically  set  apart  for  any 
portion  of  the  tribe.  My  impression  is, and  always 
has  been,  that  a  portion  of  that  was  hostile  country. 

I  Mr.  WALKER.  The  question  is,  was  the 
land  which  was  said  lo  be  given,  claimed  to  bean 
equivalent  for  the  enormous  confiscation  which 
was  made — an  equivalent  which,  it  is  asserted, 
was  given  by  General  Jackson  >  All  he  ever  pre- 
tended to  be  an  equivalent  was  the  small  portion 
lying  between  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers. 
The  Government  subsequently  bought  the  gen- 
eral claims  of  Ihe  Indians  to  land  in  other  portions 
of  Alabama  and  Georgia. 
Mr.  FITZPATRICK.    The  country  to  which 

\  I  referred  was  hostile  country,  the  same  as'that  to 
which  1  alluded.  General  Jackson  may  have 
spoken  to  the  Indians  about  the  land  between  the 

I  two  rivers,  but  the  country  to  which  I  refer  was  a 

'  portion  of  the  hostile  country  in  1811}  and  1814. 

I  Mr.  BELL.  I  can  only  say  that  I  never  heard 
b^ore  that  any  other  country  was  reserved  (o  them, 

'  or  considered  at  the  time  as  an  indemnity  lo  the 
friendly  Indians,  except  the  small  tract  of  country 
between  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa.  That  was 
Ihe  very  battle-ground  on  which  the  hostile  In- 
diana met  the  whites;  the  heart  of  the  country 
which  they  occupied;  the  center -of  their  power. 
It  has  seemed  to  me  that,  unless  they  were  driven 
out,  or  abandoned  ihftcounlry  altogether,  and  the 
friendly  Creeks  were  at  liberty  to  go  and  occupy 

'  it  exclusively,  it  could  not  be  said  in  any  sense 

j  to  be  an  indemnity  to  them,  or  a  compensation  to 

I  them  for  their  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  whites 

I  in  the  war. 

I  am  only  stating  the  grounds  on  which  I  formed 
my  opinion  from  an  examination  of  the  case 
formerly.     1  have  not   examined   it  particularly 

I  at  this  session;  but  I  did  in  former  years.  I  re- 
membered that  there  had  been  a  tract  of  country 
between  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  which  it  was 
contended  was  an  indemnity  or  equivalent  for  the 

I  land  taken  from  the  friendly  Indians  at  the  south. 

I  Mr.  JOHNSON.  We  have  volume  upon  vol- 
ume of  record  evidence  in  the  Stale  Papers,  relying 
upon  the  authority  of  General  Jackson  and  the 
President  and  heads  of  Departments  of  that  day, 
and  the  agents  of  the  Government  there.  We 
have  the  maps  furnished  by  the  Topographical 
Bureau.  Are  we  to  abandon  these,  and  go  to  mat- 
ters of  surmise?  Such  a  course,  it  seems  to  me, 
will  not  lend  to  the  evolution  of  truth,  nor  enable 
us  lo  discharge  our  duty  properly. 

i  have  declined  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  this 
case  heretofore;  but  1  wish  to  say  to  the  Senate, 
that  the  investigation  of  this  claim,  when  it  was 
first  brought  before  Congress,  was  confided  to 
me,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs in  the  other  House.  The  committee  dis- 
cussed it  and  examined  it.  We  went  through  all 
the  volumes  which  have  been  produced  here. 
We  spent  six  or  seven  weeks  in  the  investigation 
of  them,  and  required  the  maps  of  the  country 
to  be  made  out;  and  I  assert  boldly  that  there  is 
no  record  evidence  whatever  which  shows  that 
anything  was  given  as  an  equivalent  .to  these 
Indians,  but  the  strip  of  land  lying  between-  the 
Coosa  and  Tallapoosa.  If  that  was  the  only 
equivalent,  what  sort  of  a  consideration  was  it? 
We  must  recollect  that  it  was  land  taken  from  the 
hostile  to  be  given  to  the  friendly  Indians;  and 
when  given  to  the  friendly  Indians  as  a  satisfac- 
tion, and  an  indemnity,  for  what  had  been  taken 
from  them,  our  allies  in  the  war,  they  were  told, 
when  they  asked  where  the  hostiles  should  go, 
"  You  have  room  in  that  strip  to  ^k^  them  with 
you,  and  you  shall  do  it." 

We  have  in  our  possession  the  documents  of  nil 
the  transactions  at  the  time.  They  were  not  as 
verbose  at  that  day  as  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
making  them  at  the  present  time,  when  printing 
is  easy  and  money  is  plentiful;  hut  the  docu- 
ments clearly  show  that  the  friendly  Indians,  to 
whom  this  strip  of  country  was  given  as  indem- 
nity, were  required  to  lake  the  hostiles  in  with 
them.  The  friendly  Indians  were  the  minority  nf 
the  nation;  and  yet  they  were  required  to  go  in 
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«nd  lire  amidst  the  hostiles  In  that  little  etrip  of 
coontry,  and  this  was  called  an  equivalent! 

Sir,  tiiat  caps  the  cKmax,  1  will  not  say  of  our 
inhumanity  to  our  friends  and  allies  who  had 
fought  with  us  during  that  war,  but  it  caps  the 
cliiQaz  of  our  faithlessness,  our  utter  abandon- 
ment to  all  sense  of  right,  it  shows  the  perfidy 
to  which  a  nation  can  De  sunk  when  it  acts  with- 
out considering  what  is  to  be  the  result  of  its  ac- 
tion. The  result  of  that  action  of  theGovernment 
Was  to  say  to  the  friendly  Creeks,  "You  shall 
take  this  strip  of  country  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
lands  takrn  from  you;  you  shall  go  and  live  there; 
and  although  three  fourths  of  the  nation  are  hos- 
tiles, and  never  will  be  at  peace  with  you,  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  them  to  live  with  you  there, 
and  they  shall  t>e  with  yoa."  The  friendly 
Creeks  had  been  our  allies.  They  had  fought  for 
OS,  and  shed  their  blood  upon  every  mile  of  ground 
through  that  country  in  every  battle  which  was 
fought.  This,  then, in  fact,  was  saying  to  them, 
"We  will  lie  you  hand  and  foot  and  deliver  you 
up  to  the  hostiles;  you  have  no  peace  with  thero, 
but  you  shall  be  butchered  by  them."  This  was 
the  consummation  of  the  language  which  we  used 
towards  them  at  the  outset.  Is  this  what  was 
meant  when  the  commanding  general  was  told — 

"  Von  mar  Ifkewlae  inform  them  (the  nicndly  Creek 
InAsni)  thsi  the  (Jniied  Slatea  will  not IbrgetlheirSdellty, 
tut  In  HiR  arraiignnenu  which  ais;  be  inade  at  tbe  lands  lo 
be  retsined  m  iadeoioil]',  llMirclaitM  will  bereviweted." 

We  respected  tbem  by  taking  eight  millions  of 
■cfM  of  their  land  for  nothing  t 

"  And  fuch  of  their  cbtefs  as  have  dlatlnnuished  them- 
sdvo  by  their  Axeftinn  and  valor  In  the  common  eaute, 
wlM  alao  receive  iadeaniUieatiaii  ia  Um  ceded  laadi." 

We  pledged  ourselves  to  respect  their  claims',' 
and  t«  recollect  their  fidelity;  yet  we  took  eight 
million  acres  of  their  lands  without  remuneration, 
Old  said  to  the  friendly  Indians,  a  minority  of  the 
Creeks,  only  about  one  third  or  one  fourth  of  the 
whole  nation,  "You  shall  be  bound  hand  and  foot, 
and  delivered  overto  the  hostiles. "  We  remuner- 
ated them  for  their  valor  and  fidelity,  by  putting 
them  in  the  midst  of  the  hostiles  to  have  their 
throats  cat,  and  all  of  them  exterminated.  Of 
course  they  'never  obtained  possession  of  this 
•quivaleot.    The  hostiles  always  held  it. 

That  is  the  mannerin  which  we  fulfilled  ourprom- 
iacs;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  thatmany  Senators  here 
seem  to  regard  this  as  a  fulfillment  of  the  promise 
of  fidelity  to  these  Indians  for  their  good  faith 
and  devotion  to  the  whites.  It  appears  by  record 
evidence,  which  no  oral  testimony  cai»  be  per- 
mitted to  come  in  and  (Kspute,  that  you  took  eight 
million  acres  of  their  land.  Record  testimony  is 
the  highest  that  can  be  gtren;  and  when  you  go 
back  to  a  transaction  %nich  ooeured  fbrty  dr  fifty 
years  aigo,  it  is  almost  the  only  testimony  of  which 
the  case  is  susceptible. 

I  had  almost  determined  to  vote  against  this 
amendment,  and  I  will  state  tbe  reason.  I  went 
through  a  long,  tedious,  and  laborious  investKB- 
tion  of  this  whole  matter  stmie  time  ago.  The 
Committee  on  Indian  Affaim  of  the  other  House, 
Iff  which  I  was  a  member,  examined  the  subject 
.  thoroughly.  We  unanimously  came  to  the  con- 
dusion  that  the  claim  ought  to  be  alhiwed.  There 
was  but  one  dissenting  voiee  in  the  committee, 
and  that  was  a  member  from  the  Slate  of  Texas, 
who  refused  to  eome  to  the  committee  and  submit 
bis  objections  lo  them,  and  let  theoommittee  have 
the  liglw  of  his  investigations.  Those  of  the  com- 
mittee who  did  make  the  investigation  decided 
unaniraouely  that  it  was  indisputable  that  eight 
millions  of  acres  of  land  were  taken  from  these 
Indiana  without  consideration  or  compensation. 
Then  there  were  lands  occupied  by  the  Qberokees, 
which  v^e  refused  to  pay  the  Creeks  for,  beeaose 
there  was  a  doubt  u  to  the  title  of  the  Creeks. 
We  alao  took  lands,  under  similar  cireumstaticea, 
from  some  other  tribe  of  Indians,  wiiose  name  1  do 
not  now  recolleet,  which  did,  in  fkct,  belongto  the 
Creeks.  Taking  these  cases  altogether,  it  ap-^ 
pcared  that  wS  took  from  these  Indwns  sixteen  or 
■eventeen  millions  of  acres  of  land,  their  title  to' 
which  was  so  strong  thiit  a  white  man  never 
wouldbavegivenitup.  Laying  aside  these  otii«r 
matters,  however,  that  committee  admitted  our 
obligation  to  pay  for  the  eight  millions  of  acres 
taken  fh>m  them  by  the  capitulation  of  1614.  We 
then  called  upon  the  Bxecollve  Department  to 
itport  to  us  what  laads  had  been  soM  by  the  fn> 
dtana  thre«ti»«at  >ih*  South  to  (k*  fjoited  State* 


firom  all  the  tribes,  and  the  a^regate  amounts 
Which  we  had  bought  and  paid  for.  We  wished 
to  ascertain  the  eniiire  number  of  acres  purchased, 
the  quantity  paid  for  each  purchase,  and  the  ag- 
gregate amount  and  number,  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
pro  raki  amount  which  had  been  given  for  the 
several  purchases  per'aere.  The  Department  fur- 
nished us  with  a  statement  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  average  price  per  acre  was  twenty  cents; 
aiid  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, acting  with  an  eye  singly  to  the  justice  of 
the  case  and  the  honor  of  the  country-^for  the 
honor  of  the  country  issomething^reported  that 
that  average  price  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians;  and  we  reported  a  provision 
fbrthe  payment,  which  amounted  to  $1,700,000.- 
The  committee  of  the  Senate  having  charge  of  the 
subject  now  reports  the  claim  for  |^00,000.  Sir, 
if  1  were  a  Creek  iiidian,  and  you  were  to  pass 
the  appropriation  of  $500,000, 1  would  say  to  you, 
"  If  this  be  the  reward  which  our  fidelity  gets;  if 
this  be  the  faith  which  respects  our  right  ofowner- 
ship,  go,  take  your  $300,600;  1  ecorn  to  touch 
your  money."  These  are  my  feelings  upon  tbe 
subject,  and  this  ia  the  way  I  should  look  at 
it. 

This  transaction  marks  our  records  as  preiSmi- 
nctttly  beyond  every  other  of  the  perfidious  acts 
and  infernal  tyrannies  which  have  been  practiced 
against  the  various  tribes  of  this  misguioed,  igno- 
ftuit,  and  defenseless  race.  I  say  this  without  fen 
ofcontmtietion.  It  was  my  duty  as  chairman  of 
Ut»  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in  the  other 
House,  to  give  to  the  ease  the  full  devotion  of  my 
whole  mind  during  the  time  I  investigated  it.  t 
did  so,  and  1  worked  at  it  long  and  faithfully.  Not 
a  singi*  member  of  the  nine  gentlemen  on  that 
eemmittee,  except  the  one  who  reflised  to  inves- 
tigate the  ease  at  all,  ever  entertained  a  doubt 
upon  the  subject.  Thii  was  in  the  other  House, 
where  there  are  generally  to  be  fbund  upon'IVery 
cMHnittee  some  who  ar«  as  hard  to  satisfy,  even 
fn  eiear  matters,  as  are  to^  be  found  in  any  other 
collective  body  of  men  that  I  ever  knew.  After 
the  investigation  we  gave  the  subject,  we  came  to 
the  conclusion  which  i  have  stated. 

Now,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affkirs  of  this 
body  umuiimoosly  report,  I  understand,  in  favor 
of  the  recognition  of  the  claim;  but  they  cut  it. 
(Towa  to  $900,000,  on  a  ground  which  it  seems  to 
me  is  hardly  tenable,  after  fifry  years,  it  is  the 
ground  spoken  of  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
that  the  hnd  in  this  country  was  not  worth  a  cent 
an  acre;  and  he  cited  as  evidence  of  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  his  own  State  government  had  dii^ 
posed  of  her  soil,  If  the  value  of  our  soil  is  to  b« 
judged  of  from  the  mahner  in  which  we  disposedf 
It,  it  wfH  be  jndged  in  many  States  to  be  worth 
notMAg,  for  it  is  well  known  to  be  good  poHoy  to 
give  away  some  lands  when  it  is  considered  that 
national  wealth  depends  upon  the  existence  of  a 
sound  population,  and  not  upon  the  money' which 
is  in  the  Treasury. 

But,  sir,  to  return  to  the  point.  The  committee 
of  this  body,  after  mature  investigation — and  I 
knew  the  Senatoi^  from  Wisconsin,  ^Mr.  Wal- 
■BH,]  who  presented  the  amendment,  investigated 
the  ease  fully — has  reported  in  favor  of  the  allow- 
ance propoeed.  The  committee  of  the  Mouse  of 
Representatives  of  this  Congress  also  reported 
favorably  on  this  cose.  They  both  base  their  re- 
ports on  no  single  authority,  but  what  is  found  on 
the  acMal,  indisputable  records  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  with  ths  wal  of  State  marked  upon  every 
page.  Now,  we  have  been  working  at  this  matter 
(br  three  or  four  days.  It  has  been  treated  in  a 
ctirioas  way.  It  has  been  taken  up  one  day ,  han- 
dled a  little  while,  a  few  facta  evolved,  and  then 
laid  over;  and  in  two  or  three  days  afterwards  it 
ia  tiiken  up  again,  and  so  it  goes  on.  Thus  we 
have  proceededuntit  the  consideration  of  the  matter 
hoB*  become  an  annoyance  to  the  body,  and  the 
subject  has  sunk  beneath  disgust.  -  It  I  wei'e  to 
wts  against  this  appropriation,  as  1  fbit  somewhat 
indin^  to  do,  there  is  but  one  reason  for  it;  and 
it-is,  that  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
is  a  scandalous  reduction  from  the  amount  justly 
due  to  the  Indians.  Beth  the  co'mmittes  of  the 
Senate  and  the  committee  of  tfae-House,  after  fbll 
investigation,  and  on  the  faith  of  record  evidence, 
were  (mammoos  that  the  claim  was  right,  and 
ought  to  hs  settled.  Under  these  circnmstances, 
1' shall  support  ths  amendment. 
Mr.  BELL,  >  I  tUakt  if  myapawh  «waiiHw4 


printed  by  itself,  theremaritsoftheSenotwwouU 
be  a  somewhat  unreasonable  interpolation. 

iVir.  JOHNSON.  I  beg  the  SenatOr'h^pardon. 
The  fact  that  be  had  the  floor  had  escaped  me 
entirely. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  did  not  intend  to  make  a  speech 
at  all;  bat  I  wish  simply  to  say  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Arkansas, that  I  think  Aehas  rather 
misstated  what  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama undertook  to  state.  I  did  not  understand 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  as  stating  that  the 
other  country  which  he  suggested  was  pointed 
out  or  assigned  at  the  time  of  the  treaty.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  add  anything  to  the  record. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  have  totally  misun- 
derstood him.  « 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understood  him  distinctly  to 
state  that  the  country  of  which  he  spokebelonged 
to  the  hostiles,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  as  part  of  the  reservation;  but  he 
did  not  undertake  to  state  at  all  that  it  was 
pointed  out,  or  Was  s6  considered  at  the  time  of 
tbe  capitulation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  that  be  so,  t  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken  as  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama. 

Mr.  PITZPATRICK.  My  honorable  friend 
from  Tennessee  has  done  me  but  bare  justice  in 
the  statement  ^hich  he  has  just  made.  I  have 
not  contended  that  lands  south  of  the  Tallapoosa 
river  were  set  apart  by  Qeneral  Jackson  as  a 
home  for  the  friendly  or  the  hodlile  Indians.  I 
never  allied  that  any  portion  of  that  eoAn  try  was 
set  apart  lor  this  or  that  portion  of  the  tribe,  but 
that  it  was  a  portion  of  In*  hostile  country  which 
perhaps  General' Jarlcson  had  stated  the  friendly 
Creeks  might  use  tn  common  with  the  others,  if 
they  saw  proper.  * 

Mr.  Bell.  I  understood  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator to, contend  (hat  other  country  besides  that 
between  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  was  left  to  the 
hostiles;  but  there,  I  think,  is  the  defec*  of  hi« 
statement.  If  he  intended  to  aifett  the  ar^ment 
a«i  which  his  amendment  was  supported ,  his  state- 
ment is  defective  in  this:  that  it  appears  this  was 
not  considered,  atthe  time  of  the  capitulation,  as 
reserved  as  an  indenflnity  to  the  friendly  Creeks, 
but  that  only  the  countrv  between  the  Coosa  and 
TaHapoosa  was  so  etmsidered .  1  understand  from 
the  honorable  Senator  that  ^ere  was  other  coun- 
try occupied  by  them.  He  might  have  stated,  I 
think,  with  more  propriety,  in  regard  to  the  nature 
of  the  transaction,  as  we  see  it  detailed  in  (he his-  * 
tory  of  the  capitulation,  that  there  was  other 
country  which  General  Jackson  might,  according 
to  his  view  of  the  subject,  have  taken  oa  hostila 
country  which  he  did  not  take. 

Mr.  PITZPATRIOK.  That  is  what  I  in- 
tended to  say. 

Mr.  BELL.  But  General  Jackson  does  not 
Seem  tn  have  acted  upon  that  idea  himself.  He 
lef\  the  other  country  tb  the  friendly  Creeks,  as 
belonging  to  them  naturally  and  by  former  claims 
and  occupancy;  and  he  assigned  the  eoontry  be- 
tween the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa,  which  was  un- 
doubtedly hostile  country,  the  very  seat  of  war, 
fbr  the  occupation  of  the  friendly  Creeks. 

Sir,  I  have  itever  pretended  that,  in  my  judg-  . 
mcnt,  this  dKlUi  ogaiiMt  the  United  States  was 
founded  sttieti  jurit.  i  have  jnot  said  we  are  under 
any  obligation  of  that  description  to  pay  it;  but  I 
based  my  argument  on  tbe  Idea  that  I  thought 
the  promise  held  out  by  the  GOvemmelU  to  the 
friendly  Creeks  had  not  been  complied  with,  and 
that  hence  the  good  faith  and  character  of  thia 
Government,  in  dealing  with  an  inferior  people, 
like  these  Indians,  was  concerned,  and  that  we 
should  make  them  some  indemnity,  or  give  them 
some  satisfaction  at  least,  if  not  the  whole  amount 
that  they  thoaght  themselves  entitled  to.  I  think 
it  would  be  pretty  extraordinary,  under  the  eir- 
cumsunces,  to  saythey  should  havs  $1,700,000, 
which  I  understand  was  formeriy  wreed  to  by  a 
commKtee,  or  suggested  in  one  of  the  reports  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AfiTeirs.  But  when 
ths  claim  is  narrowsd  down  to  $600,000,  it  oecnra 
to  me  there  is  a  ^eat  deal  of  eouity  in  it.  There 
is  a  great  deal  m  regard  to  It  which  doed  not 
depend  upon  oDoeriain  recollection.  There  is  the 
statement  of  Colonel  Hawkins;  there  arethein-*' 
Biractions  to  General  Pinckney,  which  were 
handed  over  to  General  Jackson.  There  wo*  aa 
acknowledged'de|NirturefW>m  the  instraotions  in 
wresting  from  tht  (Msndly  Creekt  a  large  tnct  of 
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country  without  any  euggestion  or  instruction  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  The  General  justi- 
fied it,  however,  upon  strong'ind  sound  political 
grounds. 

It  has  been  argued  here  that  this  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  friendly  Creeks;  but  it  was  very 
natural  that  they  should  not  tliink  it  was  for  their 
benefit.  When  this  small  tract  of  country  be- 
tween the  Coosa  and  the  Tallapoosa  was  pointed 
out  to  them  as  the  compensation  they  were  prom- 
ised for  their  fidelity  to  the  United  States  in  that 
wnr.  and  they  were  told  that  the  hostiles  should 
continue  to  occupy  it,  it  was  very  natural  that  the 
friendly  Creeks  should  think,  and  say,  that  they 
could  not  regard  that  as  any  equivalent  or  com- 
pensation to  them,  jt  was  only  allowing  to  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  the  hostile  Creeks  a 
small  portion  of  the  whole  country  ihey  had  for- 
merly occupied — almost  an  entire  State  being  ceded 
by  that  convention.  But,  sir,  they  signed  the 
treaty,  and,  therefore,  I  say  it  is  not  a  claim  sirieti 
juris  on  this  Government;  though  I  think  it  is 
founded  on  considerations  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered here  equally  strong,  and  quite  impregna- 
ble when  assailed,  unless  there  be  other  evidence 
than  any  1  have  yet  seen  or  heard. 

When  I  first  examined  this  claim  several  years 
ago,  the  principal  point  which  staggered  my  mind, 
and  led  me  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  allow- 
ance, was  the  fact  that  it  had  not  been  mentioned 
in  the  various  treaties  which  were  made.  We 
made  a  treaty  with  the  Creeks  in  1818  or  1819, 
another  in  1821  and  again  in  1825  and  1826,  and 
finally  in  1832;  and  it  struck  me  as  singular  that 
this  claim  had  never  been  pressed  in  any  of  those 
treaties.  This  suggestion  was  made  the  other  day 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgio,  [iVlr. 
D^waoN,]  not  now  in  his  place,  and  it  was  the 
principal  ground  on  which  I  doubted  whether  I 
could  give  this  claim  my  support,  some  years  ago, 
when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afl(iir%  Bnd  examined  it  with  a  good  deal  of  care. 
But,  sir,  if  the  honorable  Senator  were  here  now, 
I  would  ask  him  to  say  whether  at  any  time,  when 
any  of  those  subset|uent  treaties  were  made  with 
these  Indians,  they  could  have  been  brought  to 
agree  upon  it.  We  know  their  broken  condition 
as  a  tribe.  We  know  the  rivalry  or  hostility  of 
feeling  which  existed  between  ditTerent  portions 
of  the  nation.  It  was  suggested  the  other  day,  as 
a  reason  why  they  had  not  put  forward  the  clairri 
before,  that  owing  to  these  circumstances,  they 
I  could  not  agree  upon  the  proper  distribution  of  the 
amount.  The  friendly  Creeks  naturally  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  the  whole  of  it,  if  it  was  to 
go  to  them  as  compensation  or  indemnity,  and 
those  of  the  hostiles  who  continued  to  remain 
with  the  main  tribe,  and  live  on  terms  of  friend- 
ship and  harmony,  probably  considered  that  they 
were  all  one  nation,  and  that  they  would  be 
entitled  to  their  proportion  of  the  indemnity,  if  it 
should  be  granted.  That  suggestion,  however, 
was  only  thrown  out.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  was  any  foundation  for  it  in  fact,  except 
that  I  heard  it  mentioned  as  one  of  the  causes. 

But  there  was  another  cause.  Was  it  not  very 
natural,  in  the  treaties  which  were  made  in  the 
years  referred  to,  that  these  Indians  who  were 
made,  I  will  not  say  victims,  because  I  do  not 
care  to  use  such  language  in  reference  to  that  ca- 
pitulation, should  have  avoided  mentioning  this 
claim?  I  consider  that  General  Jackson,  upon  that 
occasion,  in  departing  from  his  instructions,  acted 
on  high  political  motives  in  taking  the  whole  of 
this  country  away  from  the  friendly  Creeks,  ex- 
cept this  little  strip,  and  what  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  now  thinks  might  have  been  called  hos- 
tile country,  and,  therefore,  I  will  not  go  into  that 
matter.  I  think  it  was  showing  very  little  leniency 
or  mercy  to  a  beaten  and  conquered  people — an 
Indian  tribe.  It  was  certainly  exorbitant  indem- 
nity for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  General  Jackson 
was  a  man  who  acted  on  high  feelings  and  impulses 
of  patriotic  public  duty;  but  when  he  was  pur- 
suing those  ideas,  he  was  sometimes  a  pretty  hard 
man  in  executing  those  purposes.  But,  so  far  as 
I  learn  from  the  history  of  the  trans-ictions,  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  it  in  view  to  indemnify  these 
Indians.  He  had  kind  feelings  towards  them;  he 
must  have  had.  It  was  not  in  his  nature  to  have 
had  other  feelings  towards  the  friendly  portion 
of  the  Creeks.  That,  however,  is  neither  here 
nor  there.  But  in  addition  to  this  indemnity  for 
their  fidelity,  out  of  the  cotuitr^  th^t  wu  to  he 


taken  from  the  hostile  Creeks,  there  was  apromiu 
of  indemnity  for  spoliations  for  their  property 
destroyed,  their  stock  taken,  and  their  houses 
destroyed  and  plundered  by  the  hostile  Creeks. 
Then,  when  in  1818,  and  in  1821,  and  again  in 
1825 and  1826,  they  came  to  make  treaties,  was  it 
not  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world  for  these 
down-trodden  people  to  imagine  that  if  they 
could  not  even  get  that  indemnity  to  the  extent 
which  they  claimed,  it  was  no  use  to  present  this 
other  claim.'  I  believe  commissioners  were  sent 
down  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  claims  for 
spoliations,  and  they  reported  in  favor  of  allowing 
11^200,000.  They  could  not  even  get  that;  but  two 
committees  of  Congress  reported  that  it  was  un- 
derstood $60,000  would  have  been  full  indemnity 
for  all  they  suffered  by  the  hostile  Creeks — the 
Red  Sticks — in  that  war.  Then  was  it  not  the 
most  natural  thing  in  the  wj>rld  that  they  should 
conclude  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  make  any 
claim  for  the  country  taken  from  them  on  the  south- 
ern border,  in  violation  of  instructions,  and  when 
they  had  been  promised  compensation  for  their 
fidelity,  out  of  the  lands  wrested  from  the  hostiles.' 
They  got  none  there  which  they  considered  an 
equivalent.  The  hostiles  were  permitted  to  remain 
on  thecountry  given  to  the  friendly  Creeks.  They 
could  not  consider  it — and  they  so  expressed  them- 
selves at  the  time — as  any  equivalent  for  the  coun- 
try taken  from  them.  However  much  they  may 
have  felt  their  weakness,  however  keenly  they 
may  have  fek  what  they  considered  to  be  the  op- 
pression of  the  greater  power  of  this  Government 
upon  them,  it  would  be  idle  and  vain,  when  they 
could  not  §et  the  $180,000  or  $190,000  which  had 
been  promised  for  their  properly  destroyed,  stock 
killed  and  driven  ofi°  by  the  hostile  Creeks,  to 
present  this  claim.  If  they  could  not  even  gel 
that  from  the  United  States  Government,  they 
might  very  well  consider  that  it  would  be  a  boot- 
less <lttempt  to  seek  anything  further. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  may  state  what  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs]  knows^ 
that  in  the  deficiency  bill  which  we  have  passed, 
or  in  this  bill — 1  do  not  recollect  which — there  fs 
an  appropriation  for  the  balance  of  the  claim  for 
indemnity  for  those  spoliations  yet  remaining  to 
be  paid;  and  only  two  or  three  years  ago  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  it  was  paid. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  That  appropriation  is  in  thi's 
bill.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that  there  is 
nothing  more  liberal  than  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  reference  to  those  spoliations.  First 
$85,000  was  appropriated,  and  most  of  it  distrib- 
uted by  agent  Hawkins;  but  he  said  that  a  few 
of  the  parlies  were  out  hunting,  and  there  was  a 
little  balance  due  them.  Mr.  Hawkins  died,  and 
a  new  agent.  General  Mitchell,  of  my  State,  was 
sent,  and  he  reported  the  amount  unpaid  to  be 
$110,000,  making,  altogether,  about  $200,000, 
which  amount  we  have  since  paid.  That  sum  of 
$110,000,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  all  ex  gratia. 

Mr.  BELL.     It  was  a  long  time  back. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  It  ought  never  to  have  been 
paid. 

Mr.  BELL.  But  they  urged  it,  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  them  believed  that  it  was  a  well  founded 
claim;  and  when  they  could  not  even  get  that, 
what  was  the  use  of  prosecuting  a  claim  for  half 
a  million,  or  a  million,  or  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars  for  land  taken  from  them .' 

There  is  another  reason  to  account  for  the  delay. 
At  the  period  when  these  treaties  were  made,  our 
Treasury  was  not  like  it  is  now.  We  were  pressed 
to  pay  oflT  the  debt  contracted  in  the  war  with 
Great  Britain;  a  heavy  debt  was  pending  upon  us; 
and  except  in  a  flushed  period,  in  1817  and  1818, 
of  over-trading,  excessive  importation,  and  of 
course  excessive  revenue,  (all  of  which  was  ready 
to  be  absorbed,  and  was  absorbed  at  once  in  the 
payment  of  the  debt,)  the  whole  course  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Government,  in  relation  to  the  )my- 
ment  of  claims  of  any  description  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  or  others,  was  a  very  rigid  one.  The  most 
<  rigorous  scrutiny  was  instituted,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  frequently  some  just  claims  were 
thrown  aside.  • 

Mr.  TOOMBS.     We  were  well  off  in  1832. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  public  debt  of  the  war  had 
then  been  nearly  paid  off,  I  believe.  I  remember 
that  it  was  a  very  great  feature  with  the  Admin- 
istration just  then  being  inaugurated,  that  the  pub- 
lic debt  was  about  being  extinguished,  and  public 
^roaperily  beginning  to  revive.     From  the  time 


when  the  war  took  place  up  to  the  period  when  the 
war  debt  was  paid  off,  there  was  great  stringency 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  rigid,  scrutiny- 
was  instituted  upon  every  demand  on  the  Gov- 
ernment which  had  to  pass  through  the  commit- 
tees of  Congress.  Any  person  can  see  that  by 
examining  tlie  reports  of  the  committees.  Con- 
gress did  not  suppose  they  had  the  ability  to  b« 
liberal  and  generous,  and  what  was  not  a  claim 
originating  in  absolute  treaty  stipulations,  anil 
slricti  juris  in  its  nature,  was,  without  any  hesita- 
tion, thrown  out.  I  merely  suggest  this  nsaprob- 
able  reason;  but  the  main  consideration  is,  that 
when  the  Indians  could  not  get  their  claim  paid 
for  spoliations,  it  is  not  singular  that  they  should 
never  have  brought  forward  this  claim.  Having 
made  these  remarks,  I  submit  the  question  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Brown,]  in  the  opinion  that 
this  is  a  case  involved  in  some  doubt.  It  is  not 
clear;  but  I  agree  with  him  that  there  are  strong 
equitable  considerations  in  support  of  the  claim. 
If  it  were  a  claim  between  this  Government  and 
white  citizens,  I  should  vote  against  it;  but  the 
circumstances  aud  considerations  attending  thia 
case  are  such  as  present  a  very  strung  appeal  to 
us.  When  we  look  to  these  people,  when  we 
know  their  condition,  when  we  know  how  igno- 
rant they  are  of  our  institutions,  and  how  difficult 
it  is  for  them  to  press  their  claims,  when  we  lor>k 
to  all  the  equitable  circumstances,  I  think  we 
should  treat  them  with  great  liberality.  You  know, 
Mr.  President,  and  I  know,  that  they  have  been 
borne  forward  on  the  great  tide  of  civilization  from 
the  borders  of  the  Atlantic  almost  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  We  have  extinguished  their  council  fires 
and  ploughed  up  the  bones  of  their  ancestors;  and 
now,  when  they  come  to  us  for  a  little  pittance 
for  a  reasonable  allowance  of  part  of  the  censideo 
ation  to  which  they  were  entitled  under  former 
arrangements,  I  think  we  ought  to  yield  to  it. 

The  Senate  are  aware  that  I  negotiat.ed  here, 
under  General  Jackson,  the  treaty  of  1832  with 
the  Creek  Indians;  and  I  have  an  indistinct 
recollection — though  not  enough  to  allow  me  to 
allude  to  specific  facts — that  this  claim  was  then 
mentioned .  Tlie  honorable  Senators  from  Georgia, 
and  others,  well  know  that  circumstances  then 

frevailed  which  rendered  it  indispensable  that  the 
ndians  should  be  removed  out  of  the  Slate  of 
Georgia.  Every  effort  was  used  with  them  here 
to  effect  that  object.  It  was  necessary  for  the 
tranquillity  of  that  portion  of  the  country.  And 
I  think  it  is  very  probable — though  I  do  not  know 
it  to  be  so — that  it  was  said  to  them  by  General 
Jackson,  as  they  now  state,  that  if  they  postponed 
the  claim,  and  urged  it  after  they  got  west,  it 
would  be  received  more  favorably.  I  repeat  that 
I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  that  a  claim  like 
this  was  made. 

Having  been  a  contemporary  of  these  transac- 
tions, I  know  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  this 
matter,  and  I  say  no  men  could  have  behaved 
better  than  the  friendly  Creeks  did.  1  know  they 
were  exposed  to  great  trials.  Allusion  has  already 
been  made  to  the  journey  of  Tecuniseh  among'' 
them.  I  have  some  knowledge  of  that  circum- 
stance. Hers  allow  me  to  say,  that  in  the  history 
of  our  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  there  have 
been  two  great  men  who  have  made  their  appear- 
ance among  them,  both  animated  with  the  same 
views,  both  instigated  by  the  same  objects,  and 
both  seeing  that  (here  wns  but  one  way  to  stop 
the  progress  of  the  white  man,  which  was  by  a 
united  effort  among  all  the  Indians.  The  object 
of  their  lives  was  to  bring  the  Indians  to  that  con- 
dition, to  form  them  into  a  great  union  or  con- 
federation, to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  whitte. 
One  of  these  was  Pontiac  and  the  other  Tecum- 
seh,  with  an  interval  of  half  a  century  between 
them.  In  1811  Tecumseh  went  to  the  South, 
to  have  an  interview  with  these  Creeks,  in  order 
to  favor  the  project  he  then  entertained.  He  was 
not  present  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  in  No- 
vember. It  may  be  that  the  result  would  have 
been  different  if  he  had  been  there.;  but  he  waa 
among  these  Creeks  at  that  time,  with  a  view  to 
instigate  them  to  war.  I  know  it,  for  I  had  a 
whole  narrative  of  th»  circumstances  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  from  the  Shawnee  Prophet,  his 
brother.  I  know  very  well  the  strong  induce- 
ments he  held  out,  and  I  know  theee  friendly 
Creeka  were  animated  by  the  best  feelings  to  the 
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tTnited  States,  or  th*7  would  havt  yielded  to  hi* 
rtpFesentations.  Under  tbeiie  oircumataiicea,  1 
flhsll  Toie  for  the  claim. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  amendment,  resulted — yeaa  12,  nays  ZZ; 
as  follows: 

.  TEAS— MeMn.  Bulger,  Bell,  Brown,  Cut,  Clirtoo, 
Foot,  Johnwn,  Ruik,  Sebutiso,  Bmltb,  TbompiMii  of 
Kemockv,  Rod  Walkei^U. 

NAY  S— MeMis.  AdUM,  Alien,  ACehison,  Bajrsrd,  OtHse, 
Clay,  Fiebi  Fiixpsiriek,  HamHn,  Huotec.  Jons*  of  Tanaaa- 
•ae,  Nonria,  Pearce,  PattU,  Sbleldt,  Slidell,  Slaart,  Sum- 
ner, TooinM,  Toncey,  Wade,  and  Waller— 99. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejeclei). 

Mr.SEBASTIAN.  I  have  some  other  amend- 
ments to  offer  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs.   The  first  is  to  insert: 

For  paymenl  of  tke  amount  of  hia  ImproTeraaata  lo  Oavid 
Csrier,  an  emigrant,  under  the  treaty  with  Ibe  Cberokeea 
In  1898,  In  punuancs  orthe;afxth  article  theHfof,  99,898  SO. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  that  inpursuance^bf  alaw, 
or  a  treaty.' 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  is  in  pursuance  of  the 
treaty  of  1888.  The  an^endment  provides  for 
the  payment  of  over  {^,800  to  pay  this  claimant 
for  his  improvements,  mpursuimce  of  the  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1828.  There  is  a  lengthy 
reportjan  the  subject,  which  I  do  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  read  to  the  Senate,  but  wiuch  I  havA 
here  in  manuscript.  I  will  merely  state,  that  by 
the  treaty  of  1828  with  the  Cherokee^,,  the  Ooy- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  pffered  to  pay  to 
any  Cherokee  who  would  enroll  biniself  ana  go 
west,  the  valuation  of  his  improvements  which 
he  abandoned  in  his  old  country.  This  was  evi- 
dently a  temptation  which  the  Government,  from 
policyiaaw  proper  to  hold  out  for  emigration, 
Pavid  Carter  enrolled  himself,  and  had  his  ^- 
provements  valued.  The  amount  of  the  valuation 
was  over  $4,000;  but  in  consequence  of  difficul- 
ties,'which  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain  on  the 
mere  question  of  order,  the  ladtaii  offio^  has  never 
paid  the'amount.  After  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  case,  1  am  satisfied  there  is  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  paid;  and,  if  just  at  all,  it  is  iq 
strict  fulfillment  of  the  treaty  of  I8S8.  I  merely 
State  this  much  Qf  the  claim  to  show  that  it  is  not 
excluded  by  the  nile. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  like  to  know,  if  this 
is  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  why  it  wc^a  noi 
paid  at  the  Department? 

Mr.SEBASTIAN.    I  will  explain  that. 

TheTRESIDINQ  OPPICER,  (Mr.  Adams 
in  the  chair.)  The  Chair  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  to  reserve  that  explanation 
until  the  question  of  order  shall  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  only  explaintsd  before 
as  much  as  was  necessary,  pending  the  question 
of  order;  but  as  the  Senator  from  Virginia  asks 
why  it  was  not  paid  at  the  Department,  I  will 
state  the  reason  very  briefly;  and  this  etatemen.t 
will  answer  just  as  well  on  the  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  the  case. 

The  enrollinent  was  made  in  1834.  The  valua- 
tion of  these  improvements'  in  the  same  year  was 
Axed  at  14,200,  and  DaviS  Carter  emtgrated  west 
nnder  the  terms'  of  the  treaty.  'When  he  arrived 
there  he  found  that,  by  some  mal-ad ministration 
of  the  fund,  there  was  no  money  to  pay  him.  In 
the  mean  time,  in  1835,  the  final  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Cherokees,  by  which  he  became  not  only 
entitled  to  the  value  of  his  improvementa,  bul  to 
other  claims  under  the  treaty  as  a  Cherokee.  He 
came  on  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  all  of  them. 
Under  the  ninth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835,  the  commission  allowed  him,  1^,200  for 
his  claims  for  spoliation,  and  the  amount  was  paid 
to  him.  In  the  mean  time,  upon  the  reportoithe 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  piat  country^ 
who  suggested  that  there  had  been  some  very  ex.: 
travagant  valu&tions  under  the  treaty  of  1828, this 
case,  among  others,  was  looked  into,  and  referred 
to  Mr.  Return  J.  Meigs,  who  reduced  the  valua- 
tion from  $4,200  down  to  $1,250,  unless  Carter 
could  show  there  was  some  error  in  the  report 
made  by  him,  which  Carter  was  to  be  allowed  t«i 
do.  The  op'porlunity  was  afforded  to  him,  and  a 
subsequent  investigation  by  Benjamin  F.  Curry, 
appointed  to  examine  this  particular  claim,  ex- 
onerated Carter  from  the  charges  of  fraud;  but, 
itaasmuch  as  he  thought  some  two  or  three  other 
persons  were  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  improve- 
ments, he  reduced  the  valuation  down  to  the 
atnoont  mentioned  in  the  amendment,  a  little  over 


Afterwards,  when  application  was  made  to  the  ii 
Indian  officer  for  the  payment  of  this  sum,  the  offi-  1 1 
cere  there  took  up  a  new  i(^ea  in  their  beads.  In  i' 
consequence  of  the  inaccurate  use  of  a  word  in  a 
letter  of  the  Commissioner,  in  1837,  explaining 
the  nature  of  the  decree  allowing  him  for  spolia- 
tions, they  took  up  ihe  idea  that  the  decree  for 
spoliations  embraced  also  the  claim  for  improve- 
ments. That,  after  investigation,  1  found  was 
an  entire  misconception  on  the  part  of  the  Indian 
office.  By  referring  to  the  original  decree  of  tht 
Commissioners,  I  ascertained  that  the  spoliation 
claim  alone  of  David  Carter  was  adjudged  by 
them — not  including  the  claim  for  improvements 
under  the  treaty  of  1828.  The  claim  for  spolia- 
tions was  under  the  treaty  of  1835.  That  difficulty 
being  surmounted,  it  leave*  this  claim  as  one  that 
has  ueen  unadjusted,  and  which  has  been  sus- 
pended and  tied  up  heretofore  in  consequence  of 
that  state  of  facts.  These,  briefly,  are  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  1  think  they  admit  of  no 
question. 
.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  amendment  of 
the  committee  is  to  insert: 

For  Hiariea  of  aix  agenu,  auihorixed  by  Uiia  act,  at  tbe 
rate  of  (1,500  per  annum,  toe  sum  of  $9,000. 

This  is  put  in,  at  the  suegestion  of  the  Indian 
office,  to  provide  for  the  salaries  of  agents  already 
authorized  by  other  amendments  which  we  have 
hdoptcd. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  another amendrnent 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  ASfairs,  which  I 
believe  meets  the  approbation  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  1  have  sub- 
mitted it.  It  is  to  insert  the  following  additional 
section: 

Bic.  — .  .Mnd  ^e  tt  furiXtr  truUttd,  That  tbe  president 
be,  and  be  h  hereby,  aatborised,  by  Snd  Wftb  tbe  aaaent  oT 
Ibe  Indian  ttlbaa  reapacUvely,  to  beebaUaad  to/dae  ibrm, 
10  r«laam  aad  ej^li^Ub  the  perpetual  annojttea  or  tbr 
payment  of  Interest  penietuaUy  apon  auma  of  money  rer 
quired  to  be  held  in  tmnor  Inveaied  In  itocki,  by  either 
paying  to  aaid  trlket  ibe  par  valae  or  eqolnrient  of  tha  aMd 
aaanidaa  and  paipaiual  kitanat  in  :whalS  or  U  annuiuea  Ibr 
a  tenu  of  yafra,  aa  be,  in  hia  Judgment,  may  deem  moft 
advanlageoiu  to  the  Indiana  reapectively. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.SEBASTIAN.  The  Comniittee  on  Indian 
Afiairs  also  instruct  me  to  ofler  tbe  following 
amendment  aa  an  additional  section: 

Sac.  — .  •Sni  U  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  ibe  Interior  to  letUe  and  pay  the  claims  on  Alt 
flir  reservktiona,  and  for  renu  and  Improvementa  under  tht 
thlnscalband  alxlaen«i  aniclaa  of  lb*  Okeroka*  Iraaty  of 
98th  of  Oasember,  183&,  la  parauanca  ofibaallnilaiiooa  of 
Ibe  Ihinl  article  of  Ibe  treaty  of  August  8,  1848,  the  aum 
beretoibre  apnroprlilled  for  tnta  purpose,  and  curled  to  the 
aurpla*  fhnd,  1*  hereby  resppropriated. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  belttive  I  understood  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
that  tbeee  claims  are  ascertained  to  be  good  f 

Mr.SEBASTIAN.  Yes,  air;  there  is  no  donbt 
of  that.  t 

The  amendment  Was  amed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  hare  another  amend- 
ment; 

To  pay  Aadrew  Taylai  fcr  Ola  reaefMUon  af  ilz  hundred 
aad  Iqiay  aerea  at  Slliao  Old  Town,  on  .tfw  water*  of  tbe 
Tanitaaaea,river,  914,790,  vith  lotataat  from  the  93d  day  of 
August,  18C. 

I  oner  this  amendment  at  the  request  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  CoorEK,]  who 
offered  it  before,  ana  who  is  not  now  in-his  seat. 
The  Senate,  I  believe,  are  pretty  familiar  with  the 
subject  of  this  amendment.  It  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Senate  once  before,  but  was  lost  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference.  It  was  injected  the  other 
day  in  consequence  of  the  appHcation  of  a  rulf 
which  I  understand  is  now  so  modified  as  toadiiut 
this  amendment  to  be  in  order, 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  recollect  what  was 
the  decision  of  the  "Senate.  Unless  this  comes 
under  a  treaty,  it  is  clearly  excluded  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  By  the  very  terms  of  the 
amendment,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  to  fulfill  a 
treaty  stipulation.  It  is  to  fi^lfill  a  stipulation  of 
the  treaty  of  1835,  by  which  the  United  States 
agreed  to  pay  the  Cherokees  the  value  of  the  res- 
ervations secured  to  them  under, the  old  treaty  of 
1817,  and  expressly  reaffirmed  in  that  treaty  of 
1835. 

The  question  being  taken,  there  were,  on  a  di- 
vision— ttyes  14,  noe*  12;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  ^ak  for  the  ycaa  and  nays 
on  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.     *" 


Mr.  RUSK.  I  apprehend  the  Senate  have 
forgotten  the  discussion  which  took  place  on  thie 
subject  a  few  weeks  ago.  When  it  was  discussed 
then,  there  was  scarcely  anybody  against  it. 
Similar  claims  have  been  paid  unaer  the  Bsme 
treaty.  The  amendment  is  to  carry  out  the  exact 
providiqn  of  that  treaty — that  the  value  of  these 
reservations,  which  were  lost  to  the  parties  by 
the  6peratinn  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, should  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  There  was  no  difficulty  about 
the  matter  the  other  day,  except  as  to  the  propor 
sltion  being  within  the  rule.  That  was  the  only 
difficulty  auo.ut  which  there  was  any  controversy 
theii.  This  is  a  clear  case.  The  money  has 
been  a  long  time  withheld  from  the  claimant,  an4 
various  persons,  precisely  similarly  situated,  have 
been  paid. 

The  question  being,  taken  by  yeas  and  nayg 
upon  the  amendment,  resulted — yeas  23,  nayi 
13;  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Ucaaia.  Allen,  B*dgw,  Ball, 8n>dh«ad,£rowi« 


and  Wellei— 93. 
.  NAY8--Meaifa.Adwi%Atehi*aKBiy«^,p*ahCh*ie, 
Clay,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  Norrls,  Pearce,  Slidell,  StaarV 
Sumner,  and  Williams — 13. 

So  thf  ^maiuUnent  waji  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  have  another  anead^ 
KMt »  oficr  ftoBi  the  Committee  om  ladiM  Af* 
fair*,  which  is  the  last  oD*,  I  believe.  I  ha**  iw 
doiibt  the  MfaoiineMient  is  as  gratifying  to  th4 
Senate  as  it  is  to  myself.     It  is  to  insert: 

Foi'  die  payment  Of  the  balance,  per  cafUa.  due  the  CbOr 
okee  rMlans  realdlhg  la  the  Statei  east  nf  the  M  italailppk 
ilMr,  uadsf  tbe  Iraaty.of  1835,  and  the  suppleaaman^ 
irapfy  pt  May,. Uat, acMMMac  lo  tha  attaolailoa  attitt 
lentil  article  of  the  treaty  jW  Aiuiui,  IStf,  Ike  aum  of 
8«;69S  18.        ,,  <n.     -»     I         .  T 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  I  have  been  inforroe4 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Comniittee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs that,  this  is  a  sufiri  which  was  paid  by  mia- 
take  to  the  Cherokees  wot,  a  portion  of  whiq)| 
ought  to  have  been  reaervea  for  the  OheroI(M|f 
east,  If'that  be  ao,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that 
this  money  ought  to  be  rmerved  out  of  the  psTp 
mente  b>  tbe  Cherpkeep  west,  and  not  i>e  made 
•  charge  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    I  so  understood  it.  , 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  That  is  the  understanding 
of  the  committee;  but,  for  a  reason  which  t  wiU 
state,  the  amendm.f  nt  does  iiot  place  it  on  that  foot- 
ing. In  the  disDursement  of  the  large  appropriar 
lion  which  Senators  will  recollect  was  made  two 
or  three  years  ago  to  the  Cherokees,  it  so  bop/' 
pened  that  theCnerokees  residing  east  of  the  Mu- 
siasippi,  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  were 
entitled  to  receive  their  per  capita  by  a  different 
rule  from  that  which  applied  to  the  Rosa  Chero- 
kees, or  national  party,  west.  This  would  have 
made  the  distribution  unequal.  The  distribution 
to  them  was  to  be  under  two  treaties — one  the 
treaty  of  1835,  and  the  other  the  treaty  of  1846, 
which  adjusted  the  per  capita  of  the  two  parlies  on 
very  different  rules  and  very  different  foundations. 
,  In  the  odministration  of  that  fund,  however,  by 
^e  Indian  department,  they  distributed  the  amount 
equally  between  all,  the  Cherokees  west  and  those 
east;  in  that  way  giving  to  one  class  of  Chero- 
kees a  larger  amount  than  they  were  entitled  to, and 
to  the  Cherokees  remaining  east  a  smaller  amount 
than  that  to  which  they  were  entitled.  Of  course, 
therefore,  the  distribution  fell  short  of  the  amount 
secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  North  Carolina  Chero- 
kees, and  there  was  a  non-fulfillment  of  the  treaty 
by  not  paying  iii  full  the  money  which  had  been 
appropriated,  and  which  was  due  to  the  Indians 
under  it.  It  was,  therefore,  a  misapplication  of 
funds  consisting  in  the  payment  of  too  much 
money  to  the  western  Cherokees,  and  too  little  to 
the  eastern  Cherokees. 

The  amendment,  as  it  now  stands,  stops,  by  it^ 
terms,  with  allowing  the  $92,000  to  tbe  eastern 
Cherokees.  I  have  no  objection  at  all  lo  ft  decla- 
ration being  inserted  in  the  amendment  that  the 
President  may,  in  such  manner  .as  he  may  deem 
just,  reserve  the  amount  out  of  the  annuities  or 
other  funds  of  the  western  Cherokees.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  insert  that  proviso  in  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  was  apprehended  some  difficulty 
might  occur  by  an  attempt  at  the  present  time  to 
reserve  it  out  of  the  annuities  of  the  western 
Cherokees,  a  large  proportion  of  which  are  truSt 
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funds  for  education  and  other  purposes.  But  it  is 
very  obvious  that  in  the  course  of  events,  which 
we  cannot  mistake,  we  may  obtain  the  amount 
in  some  other  way.  The  Cherokeea  have  a  large 
amount  of  country  in  the  present  boundaries  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  which  (hey  wish  to  sell; 
and  it  was  believed  by  the  committee  to  be  an  ap- 
propriate plan  to  lake  the  amount  out  of  thv  money 
which  may  be  paid  to  them  for  that  purchase;  for 
when  purchases  are  made,  of  course  the  Govern- 
ment ^ives  them  a  certain  price  for  the  land.  The 
committee  thought  that,  instead  of  requiring  them 
to  pay  the  whole  amount  at  one  lime,  it  was  bel- 
ter to  enable  the  President  to  give  them  some  easy 
terms,  rather  than  take  the  amount  out  of  their 
annuities  at  this  time,  which  are  most  of  them 
trust  funds.  That  is  ihe  reason  why  the  com- 
mittee did  not  express  in  their  amendment,  what 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  amon^  ihem,  that  Ihe 
amount  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Cherokee 
funds. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  suggest  to  the  Senator 
to  attach  a  proviso,  saying  that  the  amount  shall 
be  taken  out  in  such  sums,  and  in  such  manner, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  Suites  shall  deem 
proper. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  will  accept  that  amend- 
ment. ■ 

Mr.  HUNTER.  To  meet  the  view  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas,  1  propose  to  add  the  follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided,  Thnt  the  Fame  BliaM  be  rewrvpdfroni  llie  suirii 
of  monpy  hereaftfr  to  bt;  paid  lo  the  VVeslein  Cherohoes, 
in  such  iiiAtuier.  and  in  such  amounts,  a«  the  Precident  of 
the  United  Slates  may  direct.  ^ 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  that  it  would  be  better  not  lo  use  the  term 
"reserved,"  for  it  looks  as  if  the  United  States 
were  not  primarily  to  pay  the  amount.  My  wish 
is  that  the  Government  should  first  pay  it,  because 
it  is  a  small  amount  to  be  distributed  among  go 
large  a  nation  as  the  Cherokees,  and  then  lo 
reserve  it  hereafter,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Cher- 
okees west,  so  that  the  North  Carolina  Indians 
may  now  get  Ihe  $92,000,  and  the  Government 
indemnify  Itself  hereafter.  , 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  that  is  the  eiTect  of 
the  provi.so  ns  il  now  stands. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.     If  so,  I  am  satisfied.      ■ 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  touches  only  the  amount 
to  be  reserved.  But  instead  of  using  the  term 
"reserved,"  1  will  say  "reimbursed,"  so  as  to 
express  ihe  idea  exactly. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  That  will  accomplish  the 
object. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment,  as  modified, 
was  agreed  to;  and  the  amendment,  us  amended, 
was  adopted.  ' 

Mr.  GWIN.     I  olTer  thefollowingamendment: 

For  a  clerk  lo  the  8uperinicndent  ur  Indian  affairs  in  ilie 
Territory  of  VV'ashinglon,  $1,800. 

Mr.  President,  I  understand  that  the  Buperfn- 
tendent  of  Indian  alVairs  for  every  one  of  the 
BUperintendencies  has  a  clerk,  except  the  super- 
intendent in  Washington  Territory.  This  amend- 
ment is  in  pursuance  of  an  estimate  from  the 
Department  allowing  51,800  for  this  clerk.  The 
papers  have  come  to  the  commitlee,  but  they  could 
not  lay  their  hands  on  them  at  this  time.  I  hope 
the  amendment  will  be  adopted.  It  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
thi.s  officer, 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  making  objection  to  this  appropriation,  but  to 
correct  ihe  Senator  from  California  in  one  particu- 
lar, and  upon  thattomakea  remark.  He  is  mis- 
taken when  he  says  each  of  the  superintendents 
is  allowed  a  clerk.  I  believe  that  when  you  get 
out  of  the  region  of  Wisconsin,  a  little  more  lib- 
erality is  pursued  by  Ihe  Government  than  ever 
has  been  pursued  there.  The  northern  superin- 
tendent had  a  clerk  under  the  last  Administration; 
but  when  this  Administration  came  into  power, 
his  clerk  was  respectfully  taken  from  him. 

Mr.  BROWN.     Respectfully!     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WELLER.  It  could  not  have  been  done 
any  other  way.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  WALKER.  Yes,  sir,  the  superintendent 
was  "  very  respectfully"  deprived  of  his  clerk; 
while  the  local  Indian  agent  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 
is  allowed  a  messenger,  who  acts  in  the  capacity 
of  clerk,  anddi.ichnrijes  nil  the  duties  of  the  agency 
besides,  for  the  agent  himself  does  not  live  at  De-  I 
}tQ^,  bv'  liv<^,,of!.tb«.(u>f  pf  .the  SotilhcraMichi-  I 


gan  and  Northern  Indiana  railroad,  and  does  not 
aliend  to  his  duties  at  all.  He  is  allowed  a  clerk, 
or  what  is  the  same  thing,  a  messenger,  who  dis- 
charges the  duties.  I  have  never  taken  occasion 
to  volunteer  remarks  when  the  subject  of  them 
was  not  legitimately  before  the  Senate;  but  I  feel 
that  on  this  occasion  I  can,  with  propriety  and 
wiih  justice  to  the  northern  superintendent,  com- 
plain that,  while  his  compensation  is  no  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  superintendent,  and  while 
Jiis  duties  are  extended  over  a  very  considerable 
region  of  country,  he  has  been  deprived  of  his 
clerk  and  messenger,  and  nothing  in  the  world  is 
allowed  him  as  furniture  for  bis  office  but  a  pine 
table  and  an  old  desk. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Move  an  amendment  to  give 
him  a  clerk.  Put  him  in  with  the  other  superin- 
tendent. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  do  not  controvert  the  position 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin;  but  we  have  made 
a  large  appropriation  in  this  bill  to  enable  Gov- 
ernor Stevens,  who  is  the  superintendent  of  Iri- 
dian  atfiiirs  in  Washington,  to  make  a  number  of 
treaiies  with  the  Blackl'eet,  and  others,  and  it  is 
indispensable  that  he  should  have  a  clerk  to  enable 
him  to  discharge  his  duties.  I  hope  we  shall  dis- 
pose of  this  proposition  without  bringing  up  the 
question  in  regard  to  other  superintendents. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  this 
amendment,  but  I  rise  simply  to  correct  the  Sen- 
ator I'rom  Wisconsin  in  what  he  supposes  to  be  ^ 
very  great  delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  Indian 
j  agent  ut  Detroit.  He  is  entirely  luistaken  in 
respect  lo  the  attention  of  that  agent  to  the  duties 
of  his  office.  It  IS  true  that  his  chief  residence  is 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Suite;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  almost  all  of  his  time  is  spent  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  office  at  Detroit  and 
elsewhere.  I  do  hot  wish  to  say  anything  in 
respect  to  the  superintendent  resident  in  Wiscon- 
sin, as  to  the  character  of  the  furniture  in  his 
office,  or  anything  (}f  that  sort.  It  may  be  very 
inadequate;  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
agent  at  Detroit  does  nut  attend  to  his  business. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  1  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  entertained.  It  is  creating  a  new  office. 
It  has  not  been  brought  before  ony  of  the  com- 
mittees, and  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  create 
additional  offices  for  these  superintendents  with- 
out knowing  something  as  tu  the  necessity  for 
them.  I  think,  if  there  be  any  necessity  for  ihe 
rule  which  is  sofrequently  applied  to  amendments 
to  appropriation  bills,  this  is  a  case  where  we  are 
called  upon  to  apply  it.  It  is  a  proposition  to 
treate  a  new  office,  and  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  it,  in  a  case  where  none  now  exists  by  law. 
If  the  rule  be  worth  anything,  except  tube  ap- 
plied lo  cases  which  you  do  not  like,  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  one  of  these  cases  where  it  ought 
to  operate  to  exclude  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  1  feel  it  due  to  state  that 
I  havejustat  this  moment  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Indian  office,  which  has,  I  know, 
for  some  time,  had  under  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  a  clerk  to  the  superintendents 
of  Washington  and  New  Mexico,  i  lake  it  for 
granted^  therefore,  without  reading  them,  that 
these  papers  are  recommendations  of  that  project. 
They  are  letters  from  the  Department  and  from 
Governor  Stevens,  in  relation  to  the  superintend- 
ency  embraced  in  the  amendment.  I  had  a  con- 
ference with  Governor  Stevens  but  a  few  moments 
since,  and  he  earnestly  recommended  this  propo- 
sition. The  objection  which  1  had  to  it,  and  which 
I  slated  to  him,  was  the  fact  that  the  Governors 
of  these  Territories  where  they  were  superintend- 
ents, had  a  Secretary  of  Slate  provided  for,  who 
could  hold  both  offices.  He  stated  Ihe  fact  that 
it  was  physically  impossible  for  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  at  least  during  half  the  year,  to  do  the 
business  of  clerk  lo  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 
aSairs.  He  said  that  there  were  about  filly  tribes 
of  Indians  in  Washington  Territory  speakingdif- 
ferent  languages;  that  he  expected  the  correspond- 
ence, the  taking  of  repealed  census,  and  one 
thing  ond  another  would  employ  the  time  of  ihat 
clerk  in -such  a  manner  that  the  office  would  not 
be  a  sinecure;  and  that  it  was  utterly  impossible 
either  that  he  or  the  Secretary  of  Slate  could  per- 
form the  duties  of  that  office.  The  salary  which 
it  is  proposed  to  pay  the  clerk— $1,800— 1  believe 
is  reasonable. 

Mr.  GWIN.  .Some  of  these  tribes  are  a  thou- 
Muid  miles  otf  from  the  seat  of  government  of  the 


Territory  where  the  secretary  must  be  during  tba 
absence  of  Ihe  Governor. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  as  he  informs  us,  has  the  estimate  of 
the  Secreuiry  of  the  Interior.  If  so,  the  amend- 
ment is  certainly  in  order;  but  I  think  we  ought 
lo  hesitate  in  regard  to  creating  these  offices.  I 
understand  from  the  chairman  of  th*  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  (hat  the  only  superiniendenii 
who  at  present  have  a  cl^k,  are  the  superintend- 
ent in  California,  and  the  siiperintenderft  at  St. 
Louis.  Then,  it  would  seem  lo  follow,  that  if  we 
give  a  clerk  lo  this  superinlendency,  we  must  go 
on  and  create  the  same  office  in  ■  regard  to  Che 
others.    This  I  am  not  prepared  to  do. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  may  be  well  to  remark, 
that  heretofore,  by  a  departmental  arrangement, 
these  clerks  have  been  allowed,  and  the  superin- 
tendents [lave  been  deprived  of  them  when  ihe 
Indian  Bureau  or  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
deemed  it  proper.  In  this  instance,  it  seems  to  me 
a  little  strange  that  a  clerk  should  not  be  allowed 
to  this  superintendent,  if  one  be  necessary.  It 
has  seemed  equally  strange  that  the  northern  su- 
perintendent should  be  deprived  of  his  clerk,  and 
be  left  with  neither  clerk  nor  messenger,  and  re- 
quired himself  to  discharge  all  the  duties,  make 
poyments,  keep  his  accounts,  make  his  reports, 
take  charge  of  the  office,  and  transact  everything 
of  that  kind,  without  ony  other  assislance  than 
what  he  derives  from  the  local  agents,  who  are 
removed  al  very  considerable  distances  from  him. 

I  wish,  however,  while  I  am  up,  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  California,  to  add: 

And  Torn  clerk  lo  ilic  HUjifrintt'ndenl  oTIiidian  a&irs 
for  Ihe  northern  flupertitti'ndency,98U0. 

I  think  that  sUperlnlendent  can  employ  one 
there  for  that  Kmall  sum,  which  is  $200  less  than 
is  allowed.io  the  messenger  for  the  local  agent  at 
Deiroii.    « 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  observe  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  in  making  ihe  recommenda- 
tion which  he  has  done  as  to  iTie  superinlendency 
embraced  in  this  amendment,  has  extended  it  to  a 
clerk  for  the  superinlendency  in  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico  at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,000.  He 
recommends,  in  the  same  letter,  the  allowance  of 
a  clerk  to  the  superinlendeni  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory and  of  New  Mexico  Territory,  fsuppose 
ihe  Senator  from  California  wi)l  accept  theamend- 
ment  which  I  suggest  to  include  New  Mexico,  as 
il  was  estimated  for  and  recommended  by  the 
Department  at  the  same  time  ihal  the  other  was. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  accept  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Thoseamendmenis  for  which 
there  are  estimates  are  in  order;  but  the  others 
are  manifestly  not. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  presume  it  is  in  the  power 
of  a  member  of  the  Senate  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  nn  amendmeni. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Not  to  add  a  new  appropria- 
tion, unless  it  come  within  the  provisions  of  the 
rule. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Adams.) 
The  30ih  rule  provides  that  "  no  amendment 
proposing  additional  appropriations  shall  be  re- 
ceived to  any  general  appropriation  bill,  unless  it 
be  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  some  exist- 
ing, law,  or  some  act  or  resolution  previously 
passed  by  the  Senate  during  that  session,  or 
moved  by  direction  of  a  standing  comniittee  of 
the  Senate,  or  in  pursuance  of  an  estimate  from 
the  head  of  some  of  the  Departments. "  No-  pro- 
posed appropriation  of  money,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  is  in  order  as  an  amendment,  unless  it 
comes  wiihln  these  provisions,  and  the  Chair 
holds  that  the  same  rule  applies  lo  an  amendment 
to  an  amendmeni  as  to  an  original  iimendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Then  the  Chair  decides  my 
aniendment  lo  be  out  of  order. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  SEBA  STI A  N.  I  ask  that  the  amendment 
be  modified  by  adding  to  it,  "  to  be  allowed  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior."  I  do 
so  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretary  to 
dispense  with  the  additional  assislance,  if  he 
thinks  the  service  of  the  Department  will  admit  of 
it.  I  know  that  heretofore  a  clerk  was  allowed, 
and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  one  for  the 
southern  superinlendency,  but  the  Department 
has  been  able  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  thnt 
clerk,  and  consequently  the  office  was  abolished. 
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1  think  it  A  Tfvy  wim  prpvjsioa  to  insert  in  thia 
case. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  1  would  ssk  the  chairman  of 
the  Committeee  on  lodian  Afiair,  i(  the  propnetjr 
ofajH^eing  to  these  estimates  has  ever  oeen  sub- 
mitied  to  the  commiMee? 

Mr.  SBBASTIAN.  No,  sir,  I  received  them 
this  moment,  and  I  did  not  state  that  they  had  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  TOOmBS.  I  trust  that  these  reootnmend- 
atjons  will  not  be  adopted.  I  think  it  proper  that 
they  should  go  before  some  committee  to  see 
Vhether  the  amounts  should  be  appropriated  or 
not.  It  is  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding  to 
bring  in  estimates  from  a  Department  when  a  bill 
is  on  its  passage,  and  when  the  facts  connected 
with  the  case  are  not  before  us,  and  to  call  upon 
us  to  create  half  a  dozen  offices,  on  the  single 
recommeoilation  of  this  officer,  without  the  pro- 
'  priety  of  granting  the  estimates  being  submitted 
to  any  committee  of  the  Senate,  or  any  informa- 
tion whatever  given  to  the  Senate.  I  think  it  isa 
inost  extraordmary  and  loose  mode  of  transacting 
the  public  business,  without  the  least  rejcard  to 
economy,  or  even  to  ordinary  care  and  vigilance. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  In  repir  to  my  colleagu* 
mon  the  Gomnrilieenn  Indian  AiTnira,  I  will  slate 
that  I  did  not  offier  the  amendatnt  l>Mn  the  com- 
Aaiueo.  i  received  <he  recommendation, and  offered 
it  as  a  member  of  tkis  body,  and  not  in  my  char- 
acter as  a  member  of  the  comMittce  at  idl. 

Mr.TPOMBS.    i  knew  that. 

Mr.  SBBASTJAIf.  1  offered  it  without  dte 
sanction  of  the  committee  for  just  what  it  was 
irorih  Mp»n.t)iat  rscommsndatioo,Ba  «!¥  Senator 
iipon  this  floor  has  a  right  to  do.  I  believe  it  is 
the  b«st^  when  wa  have  time,  that  everything 
should  go  to  the  committee  and  be  scrutinized  by 
it.,  TIns. amendment  should  have  been  before 
ibim,  buLit  was  received  too  late  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Uov- 
Crnors  of  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and 
Washington  have  recently  reached  this  city;  and 
that  the  faa  of,  the  necessity  of  these  clerks  has 
recently  been  brought  before  the  Department  of 
the  interior,  and  has  been  investigated  by  that 
Department.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has 
investigatedthe  i^uestion  and  has  recommended 
the  appropriation.  1  have  not  a  doubt  that  the 
.Senator  from  Georgia ,  if  the  C|uestion  should  go 
before  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  would, 
fot  the  reasons-  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  not  abject  to  the  appointment  of  these 
officers,  and  to  giving  the  discretion  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  discontinue  them  if  the  public  service  does 
not  require  them.  This  bill  is  now  on  the  eve  of 
^ts  passage,  and  it  is  impossible,  unless  they  are 
jirovided  for  now,  that  they  can  be  appointed  at 
all.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  will 
be  agreed  to. 

Air.  TOOMBS.  I  might  concur  in  it,  after  I 
liad  examined  into  the  siuiject,  but  I  would  leave 
nothing  to  discretion  that  1  could  regulate  by  law, 
and  though  I  might  do  it  there,  I  will  not  do  it 
here,  becnuse  I  am  without  any  information.  1 
have  nothing  upon  which  to  form  an  opinion;  and 
it  is  an  improper  way  of  appropriating  the  public 
money. 

Mr.  GWIN.  In  answer  to  the  remark  of  the 
bopnrable  Senator,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  bill 
is  about  to  pass.  Another  questiop  was  expected 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  .to-tlay,  or 
the  subject  of  these  appointments  would  have 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs  in 
their,  re^iilar  order. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  Senator  from  California 
IcnAws  me  well  enough  to  know  that  if  I  thought 
it  important,  I  would  vote  for  his  proposition;  but 
I  wish  to  call  to  his  memory,  and  to  that  of  the 
chairman  of  ifce  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  a 
few  facts.  It  was  only  a  year  or  two  ago  that  all 
tlTe  Territory  of  Wneningtnn  was  a -part  of  Ore- 
gon; and,  before  the  former  wss  nreanized,it  was 
thought  that  a  superintendent  ana  three  Indian 
agents,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  were  sufficient  for 
the  whole.  In  that  were  included  not  only  the 
Indian  tribes  in  what  is  now  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  but  those  in  what  is  also  the  Territory  of 
Washington.  I  do  not  remember  how  many 
tribes  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian ' 
Affairs  iitated  there  were  in  that  Territory. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    Filly. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  suppose  two  or  three  familiss 
now  and  than  coniiituu  a  tribe. 


Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    Very  often. 

Mr.  BELL.  Then,  I  think,  with  perfect  re- 
spect to  the  gentlemen  who  use  this  language,  it 
is  ridiculous  to  use  such  arguments,  and  to  rely 
upon  such  statements  as  those  which  he  has  fur- 
nished as  any  sufficient  ground  for  a  proposition 
of  this  description.  There  are  perhaps  fifty  tribes, 
as  the  Senator  has  stated,  but  as  I  heard  long 
since — and  I  have  not  heard  much  to  the  contrary 
oflnte — there  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  any  In- 
dian tribes  between  the  Cascade  range  and  the 
ocean  coast.  It  is  stated  also  that  there  are  some 
very  considerable  tribes  who  range  chiefly  on  this 
side  of  the  mountains.  We  heard  the  other  day 
about  the  Blackheads.  How  many  constitute 
that  great  tribe?  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  most 
formidable  which  you  meet  after  you  pass  the 
Rocky  Mountains;  yet  it  does  not  exceed,  in  all, 
some  four  or  five  or  six  hundred  souls — men, 
women,  and  children,  and  when  you  come  to 
enumerate  the  other  tribes,  you  will  find  that  two, 
or  three,  or  four  families  sometimes  constitute 
them,  because  they  speak  a  dialect  different  from 
some  other  tribes.  Some  of  them  live  on  fish  as 
the  Indians  do  in  California.  I  do  not  know  any 
Indians  who  live  there  on  roots  and  worms,  but 
I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  they  do. 

Now,  sir,  as  1  stated  before,  and  I  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  it  when  we  acted  on  some 
former  amendments  to  this  bill,  before  ws  orean- 
ized  the  Terrijory  of  Washin^on,  three  Indian 
agents  were  supposed  to  be  entirely  competent  for 
the  management,  or  to  attend  to  the  interests  of 
the  Indian  tribes  in  what  is  now  Wsuhington  as 
well  as  Oregon,  and  the  tribes  about  Vancouver's 
Island,  and  in  the  settlements  which  now  consti- 
tute the  only  white  settlement  in  Washington, 
which,  I  believe, amounted  to  from  three  hundred 
to  five  hundred  inhabitants  at  the  time  the  Terri- 
tory was  organized.  1  imagine  there  are  not  more 
than  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  now;  but  wbether 
it  be  the  one  or  the  other,  the  Indiana  have  not 
increased.  When  our  settlements  were  forming 
there  was  a  detailed  statement  of  some  two  or 
three  hundred  persons  at  the  place  which  is  now 
the  seat  of  interest  in  Washington  Territory.  For 
these,  three  agents  and  one  saperintendent  were 
supposed  to  be  sufficient;  but  the  moment  ^ou 
drew  an  imaginary  liife  between  the  two  Territo- 
ries and  organized  a  new  one,  it  was  insisted  that 
as  Oregon  has  three  Indian  agents,  Washington 
ought  to  hsve  three, or  else  there  will  be  jealousy, 
and  rivalry,  and  bad  feeling.  That  was  alluded 
to  as  a  ground  on  which  we  ought  to  vote  for  the 
three  additional  agenu.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  I  admit,  said  he  was  informed, 
and'he  relied  on  the  information  that  three  were 
required  in  the  new  Territory;  but  the  argnmeat 
further  was  that  it  would  make  it  equaf  to  the 
number  in  Oregon.  The  honorable  Senator  will 
remember  that  I  thought  the  argument  was  not  a 
very  solid  one;  but  that  one  or  two  additional,  at 
sll  events,  would  be  competent  for  the  two  Terri- 
tories. There  is  a  new  superintendent  now,  be- 
cause there  is  a  new  Governor,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  a  clerk  to  the  superintendent  will  be  neces- 
sary. If  I  saw  sufficient  information  to  satisfy 
me  that  that  was  so,  I  itoyM  agree  to  it  at  onee. 

In  regard  to  Indian  treaties,  where  are  they  pro- 
posed to  be  made?  There  is  to  be  one  with  the 
Blackfeet.  I  believe  there  is  an  appropriation  in 
the  bill  for  that  purpose.  The  superintendent  will 
take  a  clerk  with  htm  to  artend  to  that  treaty. 
What  other  great  treaty  is  there?  And  what  is 
there  in  a  treaty  with  eight  or 'ten  Indian  heads  of 
families — ^for  I  suppose  tney  amount sometimee  to 
eight  or  ten — that  requires  the  services  of  a  clerk 
for  the  superintendent  ?  What  great  ••  talk  "  is 
to  be  held  ?  Whatprotocols  are  to  be  discussed 
and  considered  ?  What  variety  of  forms  are  to  be 
entered  into  ? 

M  r.  HUNTER.  I  hope  we  shall  not  multiply 
offices  in  this  way.  Ws  are  carrying  that  quite 
too  far.  I  am  afraid  we  have  anthonzed  the  ap- 
pointment of  mors  Indian  sgents  than  ought  to  be 
allowed;  and  here  is  a  salary  of  tl,800  for  a  mere 
clerk  to  the  superintendent  in  Washingten  Terri- 
tory. That  is  too  much.  Then  there  is  tl, 000, 1 
believe,  for  the  clerk  in  New  Mexico.  Why  that 
difTerenee? 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  how  many  Indian 
agents  are  there  on  the  Pacific  coast  ?  The  Sena- 
tor says  we  have  too  many.  How  many  have  we 
there? 


Mr.  BELL.  There  are  six  authorized  in  these 
two  Territories. 

Mr.  GWIN.  And  that  is  all  there  is  on  the 
whole  Pacific -coast.  There  is  not  one  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  BELL.  You  havegreater  machinery  there. 
'  Mr.  GWIN.  We  have  nothing  but  a  superin- 
tendent. These  sslaries  have  been  estimated  fay 
the  two  superintendeols — one  in  New  Mexico  and 
the  other  in  Washington.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  prices  of  everything  in  Weshiogtoo-and  Ore- 
gon are  very  much  governed  by  the  prices  in  Cal- 
ifornia. It  is  different  in  regard  to  New  Mexico. 
I  have  no  interest  in  regard  to  this  matter',  but  I 
know  that  thesuperintendents  in  Washington  and 
New  Mexico  look  upon  these  appointments  as 
necessary  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The 
Senator  from  Tennessee  referred  to  the  population 
of  Washineton.   He  says  it  is  about  one  thousand. 

Mr.  PELL.  I  said  it  was  that  when  the  Ter- 
ritory was  organized. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Where  are  the  Blackfeet  Indians 
with  whom  we  propose  to  treat?  We  have  ap- 
'propriated  $75,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
mqking  a  treaty  with  them.  Are  they  iii  this 
superintendency  ? 

Mr.  BELL.  They  are  on  this  side  the  nv9^nt- 
ains. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Governor  Stevens  istomokethe 
treaty  with  them. 

Mr.  BELL.  They  go  and  rob  the  Blackheads 
sometimes,  and  that  is  about  all  the  mischief  they 
do. 

Mr.  GWIN.  An  appropriation  of  $75,000  Ot 
(100,000  has  been  put  in  this  bill  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  this  superintendent;  and,  as  he  rec- 
ommended il,  of  course  he  expects  to  make,  the 
treaties,  and  redeem  his  pledge. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
declarecl  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  attempted  to  aUract  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  before  the  question  was  put; 
and  my  object  was  to  afford  to  the  Senate  the 
information  which  I  possess  by  having  the  docu- 
ments resd  which  are  in  my  possession. 

Mr.  BROWN.  U  the  Senator  desires  to  have 
the  letters  rend,  I  will  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  S^l^ASTIAN.  I  do  not  care  about  it 
now.  I  will  move  the  amendment  again  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  memorial  of  the  Broihertoa 
Indiana  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflairs,  but  came  into  my  hands  yesterday  morning 
for  the  firf<l  time;  conaequently,i  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  examining  it.  I  understand,  from  a  ver- 
'Dal  conversation  with  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
[Mr.  Walker,]  that  it  contains  a  very  merito- 
rious claim,  which  ought  to  be  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill;  but  if  the  final  vote  on  the  bill 
is  pressed  this  evening,  of  course  I  cannot  propose 
the  amendment,  for  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
examining  the  memorial.  I  suppose  this  will  be 
the  only  amendment  that  will  be  ofiTered  to-morrow 
morning,  if,  on  examining  the  paper,  I  should  find 
an  amendment  providine  for  it  proper.  If  I  had 
drawn  up  an  amendment,  I  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of^  presenting  it  to  the  committee,  of  which 
I  am  a  member;  and  I  therefore  roojeto  postpone 
thefurtherconsiderationofthebill  until  to-morrow, 
so  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
this  memorial,  and  submitting  my  own  conclusion 
upon  it. 

Mr.  STUART.  Let  the  bill  be  reported  to  the 
Senate  now 

Mr.  BROWN.  Ifthe  bill  shall  not  be  passed, 
and  I  shall  net  be  cut  off  from  offering  the  amend- 
ment,  I  agree  to  let  it  be  reported. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended; 
and  the  quesusn  was  on  concurring  in  the  aroeadi- 
ments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ' 

Mr;  STUART.  There  is  one  amendment  in 
regard  to  the  reservation  of  the  Sioux  Indians  in 
Minnesota,  which  I  wish  to  have  modified.  Let 
that  be  excepted  from  the  question. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFICER.  Byunaninraus 
consent  the  various  amendments  reported  will  be 
considered  at  the  snme  time,  except  snch  as  any 
Senator  may  desire  to  be  separately  voted  upon. 

Mr.  HUpJTER.  A  Senator  can  except  any 
particular  eAiendment.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
reading  them. 

All  the  aiinendments  but  the  one  excepted  by 
Mr.  Stvart  were  then  concurred  in. 
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The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  question 
is  now  on  the  excepted  amendment. 
Mr.  STUART.    The  whole  amendment,  as  I 

understand  it,  is  this: 

«  That  the  Prejiident  he  authorized  to  confirm  to  tlie  Sioux 
of  Minne«iJla  (Vir  ever  tlie  reserve  on  the  Minnesota  river 
now  occupied  by  ihcm,  and  to  embrace  the  country  lying 
between  the  Little  Maraga  and  tlie  St.  Peter'x  riTers,upon 
•uch  conditiouEi  an  he  may  deem  jutit.  And,  lunber,  that  it 
be  agreed  between  the  United  Btiites  and  the  Sioux  band 
of  Indian*,  that,  should  it  at  any  time  hereafter  be  consid- 
ered by  tile  United  States  aa  a  proper  policy  to  efltablish 
f^mi  among  them,  and  for  the  henfUt  of  said  IndiaiiH,  it 
•hall  be  discretionary  wittt  tlie  IVesideut,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  tocliangc  ttie  annu- 
ities lierein  provided  fur,  or  any  part  tliereof,  into  a  fund  for 
Diet  purpoae." 

I  simply  propose  to  strike  out  the  words  "and  to 
embrace  the  country  lying  between  the  Little  Ma- 
raga  and  the  St.  Peter's  rivers."  It  is  an  extsn- 
gion  of  their  reservation  which  is  not  necessary, 
and  which,  I  am  informed,  will  do  great  injustice 
to  white  settlers  upon  the  land,  and  will  also  make 
useless  a  fort  which  is  now  erected  there.  1  un- 
derstand from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that, 
on  subsequent  information  which  has  reached 
hiro,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  my  proposi- 
tion. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  as  we  seem  to  be  approaching  so  near 
to  land,  whether  he  will  not  allow  us  to  take  the 
question  on  the  bill.  He  can  bring  in  a  separate 
report  on  that  isolated  case.  We  need  not  keep 
the  bill  back  for  that. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
merits  of  the  case;  for,  as  I  said  before,  I  have 
had  no  time  to  examine  it;  but  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  very  well  knows  that,  to  bring  in  a  sep- 
arate bill,  would  amount  to  a  denial  of  the  claim, 
if  there  be  merit  in  it;  because,  if  it  were  passed 
here,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  getting  it 
through  the  House  this  session.  There  may  be 
merit  in  it.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  knows 
more  about  it  than  I  do. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  state  what  I  know 
about  the  matter.  The  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, ^y  whom  it 
was  sub-committed  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  CoopKR.]  Yesterday  morning  he 
brought  the  matter  before  the  committee,  stating 
that  he  was  satisfied  the  appropriation  ought  to 
be  made,  but  that  he  shoula  not  be  here  when  the 
hill  was  taken  up  for  consideration  again.  Being 
from  the  State  in  which  the  Indians  are,  I  did  not. 
desire  to  take  the  case  and  draw  up  the  report  and 
amendment  myself;  and,  upon  my  suggestion,  the 
cohamitlee  submitted  the  report  to  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  Since  then,  as  he  informs  the 
Senatej  he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  it.  I  believe,  so  far  as  any  member  of  the 
committee  expressed  his  opinion  on  the  subject  at 
the  time,  there  was  a  general  concurrence  in  the 
merit  of  the  claim.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi 
was  to  look  at  it  and  satisfy  his  own  mind,  and 
when  hebecame  satisfied,  to  draw  up  an  amend- 
ment. I 

I  will  slate  that  we  cannot  lake  a  v»te  on  the  bill 
this  eveningforanother  reason.     1  haveanamend- 
ment  to  offer,  which  is  known  to  the  Senate  since 
last  session  as  the  Menomonce  claim.    It  is  a  large 
one.     I  ofiered  it  at  the  last  session;  but,  on  the  I 
request  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  the  report  j 
— a  lengthy  and  detailed  one — then  being  printed,  . 
1  withdrew  theamendment  to  give  an  opportunity  I 
for  further  examination  into  that  report.     I  shall  j 
have  to  offer  it,  and  shall  do  so  before  the  bill  { 
passes,     it  is  one  which,  to  say  the  least,  will  I 
require  the  report  to  be  read,  if  nothing  should  be 
said  upon  it.     I  shall  ask  lor  its  reading  when  I 
offer  the  amendment.     I  am  confident  we  cannot 
take  the  question  on  the  bill  to-day.     I  therefore 
renew  the  motion  to  postpone  it  until  to-mor-  i 
row. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Does  the  Chair 
understand  the  Senator  to  move  a  postponement  \ 
or  an  adjournment? 

Mr.  WALKER.     It  is  the  usual  hour  of  ad-  j 
journment;  antl,  that  the  bill  may  come  up  to- 
morrow as  the  unfinished  business,  I  move  that 
the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  thought  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  that  we  could 
get  through  with  the  bill  to-day.     If  we  have  but 


one  more  amendment,  let  us  sit  here  and  dispose 
of  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  has  already  been  an- 
nounced that  there  are  two,  and  one  of  them  is 
not  ready.  I  can  say,  for  my  part,  that  I  expected 
that  we  should  get  through  with  the  bill  today; 
but  the  lengthy  discussion  of  this  morning,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  which  took  place  heretofore,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Creek  claim,  hns  postponed' us  to 
this  hour. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  hone  we  shall  go  on  with 
the  bill.  My  friend  from  Virginia  has  had  nvery 
difficult  road  to  travel,  ond  he  begs  so  hard  that  I 
cannot  refuse  him.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against 
the  adjournment,  though  it  will  be  departing  from 
my  usual  practice. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  hope  that  somthing  will 
be  done  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  general, 
and  my  friend  from  Virginia  in  particular.  We 
have  had  enough  of  this  bill.  It  has  lagged  on 
here  at  a  slow  dragging  pace,  and  for  my  own 
part  I  feel  the  strongest  disposition  to  support  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  now  ogainst  all  post- 
ponement by  way  of  making  some  apology  ond 
some  reparation  to  him  for  having  in  several  in- 
stances, upon  this  bill,  deserted  my  leader  and 
gone  against  him. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  do  not  know,  on  account 
of  any  personal  consideration,  that  I  ever  asked 
the  Senate  before  either  to  postpone  a  measure  or 
to  adjourn.  Here  is  the  first  matter  in  relation  to 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  to  which  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  that  has  reference 
to  the  Stale  which  I  represent;  and,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, an  honorable  Senator  from  another 
State  saying  he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
investigate  the  case,  and  1  stating  that  I  have  an- 
other amendment,  which  will  require  discussion, 
or  at  least  the  reading  of  a  long  report,  it  would 
seem  to  me  it  might  superinduce  this  act  of  cour- 
tesy, to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  will  vote  for  the  adjourn- 
ment after  that  statement. 

Mr.  BADGER.    So  will  I. 

Mr.  Walker's  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedsjesdav,  «Uoy  24, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Williai«  H.  Milbdrn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  business  first 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  330)  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in 
the  United  States, and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
March  3,  1351,  and  the  act  amendatory  thereto, 
passed  August  30, 1852;  and  that  the  pending  ques- 
tion was  on  the  motion  ofthegentlemanfroin  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Old.i,]  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  suite  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  i  rise  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  that  an  order  may  be  made 
postponing  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  which  is  the 
special  order  in  the  Committee  of  the  Wholeonthe 
state  of  the  Union  for  to-day,  until  to-morrow,  or 
until  the  deficiency  bill  shall  have  been  disposed 
of.    I  believe  that  is  the  general  wish  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  No,  sir;  not  the  general 
wish.  I  take  it  for  granted,  from  the  fact  that  a  i 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  voted  to  postpone  the  deficiency 
bill  the  other  day,  that  its  passage  can  be  of  no 
immediate  consequence. 

Mr.  PHELPS".  Then  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  objects. 

Mr.  IMORGAN.     I  do. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York,  i  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  that  that  order  may  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER,  tt  is  not  in  order  to  suspend 
the  rules,  except  on  Mondays. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  me- 
morial from  the  Legisloture  of  Alabama  in  rela- 
tion to  some  claims  in  that  State.  1  ask  that  it 
may  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  thai   the  House  resolve  iuielf  into  ' 


the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
I  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
I      The  House  accortlingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
i  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union , 
(Mr.  Chandler  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  business  in 
order  before  the  committee  was  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  Pacific  railroad  bill. 
i  Mr.  PHELPS.  With  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  California,  who  is  entitled  to  the 
I  floor  upon  this  question,  I  submit  the  motion  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  special  order  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow, or  until  the  deficiency 
bill  shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.     1  am  not  willing  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  Pacific  railroaa  bill 
until  the  deficiency  bill  is  disposed  of. 
Mr.  PHELPS.    Say  then  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.    I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  theconsider- 
lationoflhe  Pacific  railroad  bill  was  postponed 
j  until  to-morrow. 
j  THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

TheCHAIRMAN.     When  the  committee roae 

on  yesterday,  they  had  under  consideration  the 

Iweniy-fil'th  amendment,  which  reads  as  follows: 

For  continuing  ihe  works  for  biinglnf  water  ioto  Uie  ctiy 

of  Washington,  S5U0,O0U, 

— to  which  an  amendment  had  been  oflfered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Barrt,]  to  in- 
crease the  appropriation  $100. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Chairman, 
'  I  desire  to  say  but  a  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that  no 
further  debate  can  be  allowed. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.     I  wish  to  say  to  the  com- 
mitted, that  I  desired  to  obtain  the  floor  on  yetter- 
j  day,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  explanation  of 
some  remarks  which  I  made  in  a  previous  debate; 
I  and  1  now  propose,  with  the  consent  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  print  what  I  desire  to  say. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  being  no  objection, 
leave  will  be  granted  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  to  do  so.' 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  Is  it  in  order 
to  move  to  strike  out  the  amendment? 

TheCHAIRMAN.  It  is  in  order  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  amount  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  That  molitTn,  I  believe,  M 
not  been  made;  I  move,  therefore,  to  strike  out 
the  amount  named  in  the  pending  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  is  now 
pending  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  As  debate  is  exhausted  upon 
that  motion,  I  will  move  to  raise  the  amount  to 
one  million  of  dollars.  I  think  that  either  the 
motion  to  strike  out,  or  to  raise  the  amount  to  ont 
million  ought  to  prevail;  for  the  engineer  who  has 
furnished  the  estimates  for  this  work,  has  esti- 
mated the  amount  necessary  at  (13,500,000.  At 
seataof  government  everywhere — at  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia — the  result  has  been,  in  carry- 
ing on  works  of  this  character,  that  the  expenses 
have  always  been  double  the  estimates  furnished 
by  the  engineers  having  them  in  charge;  and 
we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  same  result  will 
be  seen  here  at  the  city  of  Washington.  We 
may  safely  set  down  the  expense  at  three  times 
the  estimate  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Stanton-.]  1  believe  that  the  ex- 
pense of  bringing  water  from  the  Great  Falls  will 
be  about  seven  or  eight  millions  of  dollars.  Per- 
sons holding  offices  under  the  Government,  anil 
members  of  Congress,  will  be  obliged  t«i  pay  the 
interest  upon  this  money.  That  this  will  be  the 
c^se  I  can  demonstrate  beyond  all  controversy. 
The  rents  of  a  place  are  in  propoi^on  to  the  value 
of  the  property.  If  a  piece  of  property  is  worth 
half  a  millioii  of  dollars,  and  it  is  to  be  rented,  the 
rent  to  be  charged  upon  it  will  be  in  proportion  to 
its  value.  If  the  improvement  now  under  con- 
sideration will  add  seven  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
value  of  the  property  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
the  tenants  who  hire  houses  here,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  who  are  obliged  to  hire  rooms, 
will  have  to  pay  interest  upon  that  money.  The 
people  have  got  lamps  along  Pennsylvania  av- 
enue which  are  furnished  by  this  Government. 
This  adds  to  the  rent  of  houses  and  apartments. 
And  we  cannot  sreta  room  short  of  the  fourth  story 
in  any  respectable  public  house  big  enough  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1954. 


«•»»  OONOttESMOKAL  (nJCMt. 


'tm^ 


a  ftur-aized  coffin  [laughter]  without  paying  so  Ae- 
where  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  a  week  for 
boardjind  rdom,  or  from  about  fifteen  to  twenty 
'dollars  a  week  for  room  independent  of  board. 
Mow,  Mr.  Chairman,  these  exorbitant  ehaista 
an  all  owing  to  the  immense  sums  of  money  that 
are  azpended  here,  making  property  so  valuable; 
•nd  we  havegot  to  pay  these  charges .  Whoever, 
thwefore,  votes  for  this  improvement,  votes  to 
have  the  interest  of  ihtaa  seven  millions  of  dollars 
paid  oat  of  the  pockets  of  membera  of  Congress 
and  the  office-holders  in  the  city. 

Mi,  Chairman,  there  is  not  a  dollar  of  money 
,^hat  I  IwTe  ever  seen  earned  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington that  has  not  come,  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  the  Government  or  its  officers.    You  can 
fiad  no  business  under  heaven  carried  on  here— ai 
leaat  I  cannot-^xeept  that  which  is  done  for,  and 
the  coat  of  which  is  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
theoAcamof  the  Qonreniraent.    And  the  More 
yoa  add  to  the  value  of  property  here,  the  more 
■■Hfirt  y»it.h>Te  to  pay.  ' 
Mr.  PHBLBB  took  the  floor. 
Mr.  SAGE.    Will  the  gentleman,  from  Mi»- 
•ottri  [Mr.  Phblbs]  allow  ma^to  make  a  Mmatk  > 
Mr.  PHELPS.    I  will  yidd  the  floor  for  a 
■aomeai. 

.  Mr.  SkQE.  In  oppoaiag  this  amendment  I 
merely  whnt  to  say,  m  odditioa  to  what  I  said 
■VMleraay ,' that  1  can  see  no  good  reaaOn  why  the 
woremment  should  make  appropriationa  for  this 
work,  iqare  tbam  the  Slate  of  New  York  ahould 
■pay  for  water  tot  the-  city  of  Albany.  I  believe 
that  the  value  of  property  in  the  eity  of  Albany 
ia  IMj  e^al  to  the  vakie  of  property  in  the  eity 
of  Washingtmu  >  This  enterprise,  if  carried  out, 
otoljr  iaares'  to  the  benefit  of  the  few  property 
pwBcra.of  the  oity.  For  one,  I  am  oppoiaed  to  it 
te  Mc,  and  hope  that  the  committee  wtU  defiaat 
the  wliele  tiuoK- 

Mr.  PHBLPS.  I  desire  to  appeal  ,to  the  coni- 
'  rnktee,  as  it  ia  now  known  that  the  epediai  order 
'  «f  the  Pooifle  hulraad  bill  it  only  postponed  for 
nae  dhy,  to  let  us  vote-upon  thete  matters  at  opce, 
and  Bot  ocnmnne  time  in  diacassioD.  1  hepe, 
4heiefore,  the  ganderaan  from  Neiir  York  (Mr.. 
BaauKij'  will  withdraw  bis  ainndment,  and  let 
4k*  vMe  be  taken  en  the  Senate  amtadmenia. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  1  have  no  objection  to  with- 
dntv  myiauoniriilunt. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  accord- 
iag^  wiAdrawn. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  NotwithabtHding 
the  appeal  of  the  eentteman  flrom  Miseoari,  (Mr. 
Punpi,]  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  which  I  aend  up  to  the  Clerk's 
desk.       , 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  read ,  as 
fbllows: 

JPmUti,  That  previoiu  lo  lite  expcndUare  qf  an/  pan 
dr  tU*  apptoprlatioii,  tbe  Secretary  of  War  (halt  enter 
mto  a  eentraei  with  tome  reaponaible  tixtractor,  l&  ftntoh 
•■aAeoapleia  aridwerfcen  the  plan  h*i*iatireB<oi«>d>Ar 
aMimiiatueee4iaf#8,9M/)()0.  AodltiluUllie  tlie^iulj 
oT  the  laid  Secretary  to  take  ftom  tbe  contraci«r  good  and 
Rifflefent  MCority  ib^  the  complelion  of  the  enntract  BC- 
eotdlBi  lo  the  plan  and  apeclfleattona  deiermlned  upon-  by 


Mr.  STAWTON,  of  Kentucky,  tf  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Smith]  will  allow  me,I 
would  make  a  suggestion  to  him,  for  the  purpoM 
of  haVihg  the  amendment  which  he  has  offered 
modified. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Certainly. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  modification  which  I 
wonld  vnggeet  ia  simply  this:  The  law  places  this 
worit  speciaily  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  united  States.  The  contracts  which 
inay  be  made  upon  it  are  made  by  tbe  President, 
ana  not  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  therefore  I 
p^ggett  that  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gem 
tleman  from  Vitinnia  be  so  modited  by  strikiog 
mt  the  words  "  Sepretary  oC  War,"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  President  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  accept  the  amendment 
■nggested  by  the  gentleman,  and  modify  my 
amendmeat  accordingly. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  get  the 
attention  of  the  committee  for  a  moment  or  two 
upon  this  subject.  From  the  course  of  remark 
which  was  indulged  in  on  yesterday  by  several 
membera  upon  thu  floor,  I  am  induced  to  call  the 
attention  or  the  committee  to  the  fact  that,  by  tl^e 
eonatitation  of  the  United  States,  the  District  of 


Columbia  iaplaced  under  tbe  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government.  {  repeat,  thai 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statee,  this  Dis- 
trict is  placed  under  the  exclusive  juriadiction  of 
Congress;  arid,  as  a  consequence,  that  very  fact 
imposes  upon  the  Government  ai^  obligation  to 
lake  care  of  the  interests  of  this  District. 

GenUemen  have  remarked  that  there  is  no  obli- 
gation upon  the  Federal  Government  to  provide 
water  for  the  citizens  of  this  District.  Now  gen- 
tlemen must  remember  that  this  dity  is  a  city  lit- 
erally created  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  by 
the  officials  connected  with  that  Government,  and 
those  brought  here  in  consequence  of  this  being 
the  Federal  city.  If  there  eiver  was  a  city  which 
haa  a  right  to  claim  the  aid  of  the  Government, 
under  which  it  has  ite  existence,  in  its.  wqfka  of 
improvements,  it  is  ibi;9  very  city.  ,        ^ 

Bat  it  was  said  yeaterday  by  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that,  independent  of  this  consideration,  tbe 
Fcdeial  Governmaot  :bas  a  large  interest  within 
the  limila  of  this  city7-an  iiUereat  which  requires 
to  be  looked  after  and  protected  by  the  Govern- 
ment itself. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  anatlier  objection  or  two.  It  was 
said  yesterday,  and  Various  speculations  were  in- 
dulged in  in  rrference  to  it,  that  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure would  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  walk.  1  say,  in  reply  16  that,  and  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  comitaitteBto  ii,that  there 
is  no  fitness,  that  there  is  no  power  in  this  body 
to  undertake! itD.a^JB^t  a  system  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  improvement.  Tlie  subject  wiw  vs>- 
ferred  to  yesterday  b^  the  gentleman  from  Ohio; 
and  the  (aw  authorizmg  the  prosecution  of  this 
work  expressly  directs  the  plan  to  be  adopted 
which  maybe  selected  by  .the  Preaident  of^the 
United  States.  The  power,  without 'qualification. 
Was  given  to  him  to  selett  the  plan;  and  when  he 
has  selected  that  plan,  it  is  to  come  before  this 
body,  'and  this  body  is  to  carry  it  out.  True, 
Conp-ess  may  abolish  the  Enterprise;  but  the  plan 
has  been  sttiletf,  and  the-work  eommeneed.  Ap- 
propriations have  already  been  made,  and  a  large 
soia  of  BMney  ezpeadcd  upon  it,  and  I  premme 
that  the-  committee  and  the  Htfuve  wiU  not  depart 
from  it. 

.  A-great  deal  haa  been  saltl  about  thi  tnormous 
expenditure  iarvohwd.  We  hivt  eatimstcs  of  tM 
expenses  of  the  work  from  the  War  Department^ 
dno  mj  aaaeiidmtDt  has  been  offered  for  the  pui^ 

fose  of  meeting  the  objection  upon  that  head,  and 
stipulate  in  my-ameodmeni  that  the  work  shall 
not  cost  more  than  the  estimate  of  the  War  Da^ 
nartment.  I  am  willing  to  let^vc  the  matter  to  the 
Lead  of  that  DepartmeiM,  and  to  hie  dlscretioa. 
He  is  to  make  the  contract,  aAd  tbe  comraet  ii 
not  to  exceed  the  estimates.  , 

Well,  8if,  that  does' not  make  any  difference 
flrom  the  fdst^'-and '  I  ask  the  gentltAian  fi'om 
New  York  TO  look  to  it— 'that  not  a  dolhur  is  to  he 
expended  until  a  coMtact  for  theeoniplttion  aftht 
work  shall  be  made;  anid  the  co'ittractor  or  con- 
tractors are  ti>  give  bonds,  with  good  Meurityj 
that  he-will  complete  thejobfbrthesumspecifiedi 
These  areaH  thepreeaoAons  wMcl)  can  possibly 
be  necessary,  it  seems  to  me:  'You  are  not  to  go 
on  with  the  work;  and  a  dollar  i«  not  to  be  ex- 
peDded  iipon  it,  until  thisprelimiaarjr  re<{uiremertt 
10  oomplied  with.     '  ' 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
answering 'the  su^entions  made  by  eentlemen 
over  the  why.  I  rise  simply  to'  say,  that  if  we 
get  afloat  again  to-day  upon  these  deep  waters, 
we  shall  hardly  touch  bottom  during  the  whole 
day.  I  therefore  hope  thitt  the  com  mittee  will  pro- 
ceed to  vote  upon  concurring  or  noif-concan^ing  in 
the  Sinate  amen^ent.  It  is,  I  presume,  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference  with  the'Gommittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  whether  the  committeevote  theamend- 
ment  in  or  out.  The  matter  roust  be  settled  in 
the  House  bv  a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays.  I  trust 
the  vote  will  oe  taken  immediatdly.  ' 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  insert  in  my  amendment 
the  word  "  contractors,"so  that  itshall  read  "  con- 
tractof  or  contractors." 

Mr!  LETCHER.  I  desire  to  have  the  amend- 
ment read.  Nobody  in  this  part  of  the  Hall  has 
heard  it. 

The.aoiendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  have  an  amendment  which 
I  desire  to  offer. 


The  CHAIRMAK:  I^o  farther  amendmenta 
are  in  order.       ' ' 

Mr.  PARKER.  Then  I  will  read  my  amend- 
ment, and  ask  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia  to 
accept  it  as  a  modification  of  his  own.  It  is  the 
following: 

ProtUed,  Thai  a  Ibrftltare  of  the  cootract  ihall  take 
place  whenever  the  work  i»  not  ■irictlj'  in  accordaoee  wttb 
the  plana  aid  apedfleailOBa. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  accept  the  modifleation 
with  pleasure. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  will  suggest  to  ihe  gei^ 
tleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  also  further  mtraify 
his  amendment  by  inserting  the  following: 

The  pivpoeali  to  be  adverlited,  and  bide  lo  be  lnvlted,'l>]r 
advenutag  in  the  newspapera  of  the  United  Statsa; 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  accept  that  modification 
also. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  (he  adoption 
ofMr.  dmitb's  amendment,  as  modified;  and  it 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  move  die  following 
as  a  proviso  to  the  Senate  amendment: 

PnHded,  That  tbe  amount  heretoftne  appnptMed  aball 
not  M^applM,  onleaa  ite  eorpoiMloni  of  GeoqgMowa  «aU 
Waabiogion  aball  approndate  and  pay  ao  Bmoant  equal  n> 
one  fourth  the  aum  to  aid  in  the  coaatnictibaarthe  work. 

I  offer  this  amendment  in  good  faith,  and  leave 
it  for  the  committee  to  decide  upon  it  without  ni- 
mark.  ;, 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  more  to 
amend  by  adding  the  following  at  the  end  ot  the 
Senate  amendment: 

Proriifeii,  'I'hat  no  part  of  iliiH  appropriation  shall  be  ex- 
pended, unices  in  pursiianee  of  a  contract  to  be  made 
within  tile  engineer's  e^slimate  {$9,300,000)  after  sixty  dayit 
notice  in  the  journals  of  the  ITniled  States,  invjlinft  cAn- 
tractors  lo  propoiie  for  tbe  whole  of  Uie  maleriala  and  work 
complete,  agreeably  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  President  of 
the  [Jnilcd  States.  The  bids  to  be  opened  in  the  presence 
of  the  biddt.rs  who  may  attend,  and  the  contract  awarded 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  upon  he  or  they  giving  reliable  guar- 
antees and  security  to  the  United  States  that  the  whole 
ivork  Shalt  be  completed  in  two  years,  and  its  permanency 
and  efficiency  guarantied  for  five  years  after  its  completion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  amendment  which  I  offer  is 
similar  to  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and  voted  down  but  a 
minute  ago.  There  is  some  little  difference,  how- 
ever. It  provides  that  tlie  work  shall  be  com- 
pleted within  two  years.  I  understand  the  engi- 
neer, in  his  report,  to  propose  to  limit  the  time  to 
be  expended  iii  the  construction  of  the  work  to 
that  period .  I  hope,  if  this  appropriation  is  to  be 
passed  by  the  House,  that  amendment,  or  some- 
thing similar,  will  be  attached  to  it.  I  am  satis- 
fied, that  if  this  work  continues  to  be  executed 
under  thedirection  of  the  Government  officers,  and 
especially  under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the 
War  Department,  our  worst  fears  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate cost  of  the  work  will  be  realized. 

I  had  thiamorning  in  my  room  an  experienced', 
practical  bricklayer,  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
who  has  Seen  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the 
culveft,  orconduit,  so  faras  it  has  been  construcled$ 
and  he  haa  given  nle  some  practical  facta  which 
will  give  us  some  indication  <)f  what  the  work  will 
cost. 

He  says  that  Uiere  were  eleven  days'  work  on 
the  culvert,  and  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  bricks  were  laid,  at  $2  75  per  day  to<he 
bricklayer, and  j|l  35  per  day  to  the  laborer,  mak- 
ing the  bricklayers'  wages  $30  '25,  and  the  labor- 
ers' |13  7fi — n  total  of  $44  for  laying  five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty  bricks,  and  equal 
to  J7  89  per  thousand.  The  bricks  calculated  at 
JIO  per  thousand,  which  they  are  now  paying  for 
those  they  are  ueing  in  the  culvert,  will  cost  the 
Government  for  furnishing  and  laying  them  $17  89 
per  thousand,  to  which  must  be  added  $2  per  bar- 
rel for  cement  and  sand.  That  will  make  $20  per 
thousand  brick.  A  thousand  brick  will  make  a 
foot  and  a  half,  lineal  measure,  of  the  tunnel. 

Now,  that  is  exclusive  of  the  excctvatioii ;  and 
the  excavation,  which  I  showed  yesterday,  and 
in  the  truth  of  which  I  have  been  since  confirmed, 
will  cost  at  the  rale  of  $7  per  cubic  yard.  It  will 
take  three  and  a  half  cubic  yards  to  one  toot  of 
lineal  measure  of  the  tunnel,  which  will  be  equal 
to  |34  50,  to  which  must  be  added  the  cost  of  the 
brick  work.  That  is  the  mere  excavation  and 
brick  work. 

Now,  tbe  Croton  aqueduct,  wjueb  ia  of  amaller 
dimensions,  averaging  about  seven  feet  in  diamer 
ter,  (^st  thirty-five  dollars  per  foot,  instead  of  ten 
dollars  per  foot,aathegentleR)anfrom  New  Jersey 
said  yesterday.    It  cost  at  the  rate  of  f^.OOO  per    , 
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,inile;  it  in  rorty-fourmileaiopg,and  the  whole  cost 
U  $8,500,00(1,  ami  soineihing  over. 

Mr.  VANSANT.  With  the  gentleman's  per- 
mission, does  he  pretend  to  say  ihe  rnnstniction 
of  the  Croton  aqueduct  alone  cost  J8,000,000  f 

Mr.  STANTON.  ,  So  I  undersmnd   from  Ap- 
pleton's  Dictionary  of  Mechanics,  which  I  have 
,  just  examined. 

Mr.  VANS  A  NT.  I  undertake  to  say  that  it 
did  not  c-ist  one  third  of  that  amount. 

Mr.  STANTOiV.  One  million,  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  expended  for  other  purpose.'?. 
It  went  to  the  construction  of  reservoir?,  and  the 
laying  of  the  disiribuiing  pipes.  Theconslruciion 
of  the  aqueduct  ia  set  down  at  j8,5O0,000.  At  this 
rate,  for  the  construction  of  the  lunnel  alone  from 
here  to  the  Great  Falls,  provided  we  can  oonslruct 
it  on  as  economical  terms  as  the  people  of  Is'ew 
York  did  their  aqueduct,  we  shall  have  to  pay  at 
least  jj4,0OO,000.  The  area,  however,  covered  by 
the  mere  conduit,  is  only  about  one  third  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  whole  work.  There  is  to  be  laid  ma- 
sonry on  which  the  tunnel  is  to  rest.  The  aque- 
duct must  rest  upon  solid  masonry,  or  concrete, 
to  protect  it  from  the  weather.  Ca|>tain  Meigs, 
in  nis  report,  says  that  some  parts  of  this  aque- 
duct will  be  twenty  feet  under  water.  If  the  geo- 
logical character  of  the  country  be  such,  any  man 
of  practical  knowledge  of  this  thing  must  see  that 
the  masonry  must  be  massive  and  solid. 

Mr.  HAMILTON. \  Mr.  Chairmon,  I  regret 
that  the  discussion  of  this  question  has  again  been 
renewed.  I  came  here  in  hope  that  the  committee 
would  have  voted  on  the  amendment,  and  that  we 
would  have  gone  on  to  the  consideration  of  the 
others.  1  sincerely  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  called 
on  10  again  address  the  committee  on  the  subject, 
at  all  events.  I  cannot  now,  however,  reirain 
from  replying  to  certain  statements  of  gentlemen 
made  yesterday,  and  to  correct  one  or  two  mis- 
takes. I  care  not  what  persons  say  who  come 
here  and  make  statements  upon  the  subject.  One 
gentleman  rises  here  and  encleavors  to  create  the 
impression  that  there  will  bean  immense  expendi- 
ture of  money  upon  this  work,  because  the  exca- 
vation costs  $7  50  a  cubic  yard.  Well,  that 
statement  is  true;  but  the  estimate  submitted  to 
this  House  by  the  engineer  provided  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  fifteen  dollars  a  yard  on  that  work; 
so  that  it  only  costs  one  half  what  it  was  estimated 
to  cost. 

With  regard  to  Ihe  Rock  Creek  aqueduct,  I 
desire  to  say  that  Colonel  Hughes  never  made 
provision  in  his  estimates  for  the  mains  within  the 
city.  But,  sir,  this  iaa  verysmall  lualter.  If  the 
United  States  undertake  to  build  a  work  of  this 
liescriplion  at  all,  they  should  build  a  right  one. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  say  thus  much. 
I  hope  we  shall  now  have  a  vole  on  the  Senate's 
amendment.  This  work  will  be  built.  It  has  a 
substantial  basis  sufficient  to  justify  members  to 
»ole  for  it.  If  it  does  not  pass  now,  it  will  pass 
before  the  end  of  the  session;  and  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  economy  to  pass  it  now. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  he  should  modify  his 
amendment  so  as  to  have  the  advertisements  for 
proposals  inserted  in  the  newspapers  of  the  United 
Stiles,  instead  of  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will  accept  of  that  modifi- 
cation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stak- 
ton'«  amendment;  and  it  wai  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  as  amended. 

Mr.  WHEELER.     I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Kurtz  and 
Wheeler  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  51;  noes  not  counted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  majority  of  a  quotum 
not  voting,  Ihe  amendment  is  rejected. 

The  twenty-sixth  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

For  the  pnymeni  of  Richard  H.  Weifliinun  for  milfsiie 
■mi  i>fr  diem  cnmpen«Blion  in  an  ii;rrit  claiming  to  be  a 
Senator  elect  rniiii  New  Mexjcii,  .%*j,'i64. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Commiiiee  of  Ways 
and  Means  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  this 
amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  non-concurred  in. 

The  twenty-seventh  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  read,  as  follows: 


I      P«ge  lliirmn,  after  Una  two  hiinitrcd  and  ninety-three : 
Por  th*  purchase  or  .''pniiiith  and  Mniicau  law  bnokF  for 
the  library  ol'CongrPM,  ^I,7o0, 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  ia  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  twenty-eighth  amendment  was  read,  as 
follows: 

,  Pane  thirteen,  after  line  two  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
inMTt  as  followc; 

For  the  cniiltii^nt  exjienw**  of  tlift  Senate,  viz  ; 

For  lilhnitraiiliiiif;  ;tiid  engraving,  ;^,OiKi. 

Mr.  PH  ELPS.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Clerk 
read  all  down  to,  ond  embracing,  the  thirty-third 
amendment,  as  the  amendments  all  pertain  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object  to  it.  We  have  a 
parcel  of  custom-houses  which  may  come  in  the 
same  way. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

The  twenty-ninth  amendment  was  then  read, 
as  follows: 
Fur  binding,  f  30,000. 

M  r.  PH  ELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  thirtieth  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows:  f 

for  bookn,  312,69!. 

'  Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  theamendment  of 
the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

The  thirty-first  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

For  clerku  to  cnmmitiee>  anit  Preaident  pro  tempore, 
draughisruan,  mrinengera,  pagea,  laboren,  police,  boraea, 
and  carry-alla,  ,'54,41)0.  >  r         ,  , 

Mr.  PHELPS.     The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that  amend- 
ment. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
;  ment  was  concurred  in. 

I  The  thirty-second  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

For  niiscellnneoin  itrims  :  To  replace  this  nmonni,  drawn 
by  order  of  ilir"  Heiiali?  from  that  h<ad  of  iipproprintion,  in 
a  [>ayiDenl  10  K.  M.  Young,  a«  coniniissioiier  to  investigate 
charges  against  Hon.  A.  Raiiinay,  tale  superioteiideul  of 
Indian  aflaira,  Miniieaoia,  ^f9i4  '20. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  will  makes  brief  explanation 
of  the  amendment  now  under  consideration.  At 
the  extra  session  of  the  Senate,  commencing  the 
4th  day  of  March  of  the  last  year,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  in  that  body  reported  a  resolution 
asking  an  investigation  of  certain  charges  which 
had  been  made  against  Governor  Ramsay  while 
acting  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota.  The  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  had,  prior  to  that  lime,  been  engaged 
some  time  in  the  investigation  of  this  matter,  and 
they  concluded  to  transfor  this  investigation  to  an 
agent  who  should  proceed  to  the  Territory  of 
Minneaola,and  there  conduct  it.  A  resolution  to 
that  effect  was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  Judge 
Young,  of  this  city,  was  appointed  tha  commis- 
sioner. He  proceeded  to  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota, made  an  investigation  of  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  Governor  Ramsay,  made  a  report 
to  the  Senate,  and  the  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices must  be  poid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Senate,  it  being  a  deficiency  to  be  paid  out  of 
that  fund.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  made  a 
special  estimate  of  this  amount  os  being  due  to 
Judge  Young  for  the  services  performed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  want  to  have  that  estimate 
read . 

Mr.  PHELPS.  There  are  no  items  given.  It 
merely  slates  the  amount.     It  is  in  these  words: 

For  niincfillaneouB  items:  To  replace Ihia amount, drawn 
by  order  of  the  Senate  from  thai  head  of  appropriation.  In  a 
p.iynioni  10  It.  M.  Young,  ai<  comniissiuner  10  inveMi^ale 
clinrges  against  Hon.  A.  Ramtay,  lale  aupcrinlendenl  of 
lodiaa  strain,  Minneaou,  i'JM  HO. 


Judge  Young  was  allowed  six  dollars  a  day 
during  the  time  he  was  employed  in  the  investiga- 
tion, including  traveling  expenses  luid  statiouery. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  aniendmeot 
was  concurred  in. 

The  thirty-lliird  amendment  was  then  reported, 
ILB  follows: 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  ilic  Senate  to  pay  for  the  maps 
of  tlie  pntilic  litnds  nurhorized  by  ihe  resohilion  of  the  lUen- 
aleof  ilie.*ld  Mflrch,  lavt,  to  he  prinfril  under  the  direction 
of  Ihe  Coiniiiitlee  on  Ptilriic  f<anda.  $ft,lM. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  V/ays  and 
Means  recommend  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment. I  hold  in  iny  hand  a  ropy  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  Senate,  directing  these  inaps 
to  be  printed.     I  will  read  the  resolution: 

Rttotreil,  Thai  Ihe  Coinmitlee  on  Public  Lands  be,  and 
Ihey  are  hereby,  iiulborixed  10  have  printed  llie  maps  now 
prepured,  and  in  eourne  of  preparalion. 

That  resolution  was  odopted  March  3,  1853. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  What  is  the  neces- 
sity for  these  maps.' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wasgomg,  Mr.  Chairman, 
(o  ask  a  question  from  the  gentleman  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  It  is 
this:  Whether  this  appropriation  is  intended  to 
cover  the  same  kind  of  service  for  which  we  made 
an  appropriation  Tn  this  bill  a  few  days  ago.»  If 
it  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  House empk)ys 
half  a  dozen  or  more  clerks  to  prepare  thece  msps 
for  Congress,  it  seems  to  me  tnat  it  would  be  cer- 
tainly a  waste  of  money  for  us  to  make  that  appro- 
priation if  the  Senate  do  the  same  thing.  My  im- 
pression is,  that  the  two  items  are  meant  to  cJiver 
the  same  thing,  as  the  same  kind  of  maps  which 
are  bein?  made  for  the  House  are  also  being  made 
for  the  Senate.  That  is  my  opinion;  but  I  wouM 
like  information  upon  it.  If  it  be  true,  which  (  do 
not  dispute,  that  this  appropriation  is  correct, 
then  I  would  desire  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman ot  Ihe  head  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  it,  so  that  when  the  other  bill  comes  up 
he  may  have  some  system  devised  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  remark  that,  as  to  the 
maps  which  are  being  prepared  for  the  House, 
there  has  been  no  direction  given  that  they  should 
be  printed.  The  Senate  directed  these  mapsto  be 
printed;  and  this  appropriation  is  for  the  pur^iosc 
of  defraying  the  expense  of  the  printing  and  pub- 
lishing. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  thirty-fourth  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

Page  thirteen,  line  three  hundred  and  two,  aflerlhrwnrd 
"iicms,"  strike  out   "ten,"  and  inseri  in  lieu  Iberwif 
"  Iweniy," 
— so  as  to  make  it  read: 

For  nii8ceIlancou.4  items,  $30,000. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  prop- 
osition to  increase  the  appropriation  for  mis- 
cellaneous items  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  In  the  original  bill 
we  appropriated  j7,000,  under  the  head  of  miscel- 
laneous items,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
House.  In  consequence  of  the  investigation  of 
charges  that  are  now  going  on  by  several  com- 
mittees of  this  House,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
number  of  witnesses  that  have  been  in  attendance, 
it  has  become  necessary  to  increase  this  estimate. 
The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  thinks 
it  necessary  to  increase  the  estimate  by  $10,000; 
and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
inend  a  concurrence  in  that  amendment. 

The  question  was  put;  and  theamendment  was 
concurred  in. 

The  thirty-fifth  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Page  Ihiiteen,  after  line  Uirec  liundred  and  seven,  insert 
as  follows:  For  cc>niinujii|ilhe  prepiirallon  and  piiblirnlinn 
of  a  stereotyped  enlalogueof  the  library  of  Congress,  A,5,lK>0. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Comnjjttee  of  Way's  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  amendment  waa 
concurred  in. 

The  thirty-sixth  amendment  wasread,asfnIlows: 
Page  fourteen,  niter  line  three  hundred  and  iHeniy  one, 
inseri  as  follows  :   Fur  rem  of  paper  WJireroom  from  ihe  In 
of  January  to  .'iUlhof  June,  1SS4,  al^tiSUper  armuiii^ias. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  suggest  that  this  amendment, 
and  also  the  thirty-seventh,  may  be  considered 
simultaneously,  as  they  appertain  to  the  same  sub- 
ject-matter; and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  both  of 
them. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objectioo, 
the  course  saggested  by  the  gentleman  fi-om  Mia- 
votiri  will  be  pursued. 

No  objectSn  being  made,  the  thirty-seventh 
amendment  ^as  reported,  aa  follows: 

For  cartRjrc  of  printing  pflppr  Trom  wftrerftom  and  office 
of  The  PiipiMntpndent  of  Public  Printing  To  ttie  priotinx 
vfian,  iwi  lalMMr,  from  Um  In  nf  January  ki  the  3Wh  of 
Jqiw,  lt64,  at  f&SO  prt  anuuui,  $373. 
,,  Mr.ROWl;:.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the 
Conmjtiee  of  Wayp  and  Meana  aa  ei;planati«<n 
of  th<!  reaaens  whi«h  induced  th^m  to  recommend 
a  nnn-conoiirrence  in  these  Senate  amendoieiite. 

^r.  HAVEN.  ^am*mber«f  thepommittee, 
I  will  Bay,  that  th*  reeaon  -which  controlled  lb« 
committee  in  coming  to  their  conclusion  was,  that 
the  contract  with  the  person  who  furnishea  the 
paper  requM'es  him  to  deliver  it.wber*  the  Super- 
^tende^nt  of  Pflntiog  directs. 

Mc,  HBNN.  1  would  ask  tli«  gentleman  from 
{few  .Yoik;(Mr.  Ha.tj(n]  whether,  in  tha  put^ 
lished  propoxala  forihe contracts  which  were  made 
l«ft  foe  llta  BHitply  of  paper,  tt«t  provision,  u  to 
t^e  place  of  delivary,  was  insart<dj 

Mr.  HAVEN,  The  Comtniuea  of  Ways  and 
Melons  know  nothing  aboiH  notices  in  the  pub- 
lished proposals.  Tlvpy  kn«rw  what  the  contract 
itself  was,  and  that  is  epough. 

Mr..ROWEi.  1  desire  to  make  amtther  inquiry, 
and  that  is,  whether  the  contract  specifies  tba  rent 
«>f  the  toom  for  alorins  the  paper? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  It  does  not.  It  ouJits  no  spe- 
cification, except  tfaut  the  contractor  shall  dfliver 
|he  P«|>er  at  stub  times,  and  in  such  quantities,  as 
toaouperjntendcntof  Priiiting  shall  direct. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  I  desire  to 
have  a  letter  from  the  Superinteitdent  of  Public 
Printing,  in  reference  to  this  si^bjjtct,  directed  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  read 
.\>y  tb|e  Clerk. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  (f  there  be  no  objection, 
it  wiU  be  read. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vii;gioia.    I  object  to  its  .read- 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.    For  th«  pur- 
pose, then,  of  saying  a  few  woros,  and  of  haying 
thf  letter  read,  I  mpve  to  ameiid  by  striking  out 
of  the  appropriation  five  dollars. 

I  desire  to  say,  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  notwithstanding  the  contract  requires 
■that  the  contractors  shall  furnish  the  materials  at 
the  places  designated  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Printing,  yet  it  is  not  always  convenient  to 
■end  a  ship  or  a  schooner  load  of  paper  diretrtly 
to  the  printing  office.  The  printers  will  not  re- 
ceive, store,  and  take  charge  of  it,  and  incur  the 
re.<iponsibility  of  keeping  it  in  safety.  It  would 
.  be  unreasonable  for  us  to  require  that  they  should 
do  it,     , 

'8eaMles4hi8,  the  public  printer  i«  required..,to 
■u|ierintemi  all  (hepriiMingdoo«for  the  Bxeoutiv* 
Department*  of  the^Oovvnroeot.  The  execution 
l>filuit  work  requires  a  great  variety  of  paper, 
wiiich  uuMt  always  b«  on  band .  The  SuperiDtendi' 
cut  cannot  tcU  oeforehand-  what,  quantity  and 
quality  will  bereqnired  for  the  work,  it  becomes 
•eoaasary,  therefor*,  tW  h«  shotrfd  have  a  store- 
house, in  which  he  may  k**pia  aafstf  a  sufficitnt 
quantity  at  all  times. 

I  now  a*k  that  the  lstt«r  to  which  I  referr*d 
may  b*  read; 

Orrio*  SspssisTsmsm  Posuc  Pamriss,  > 

W*auism«ii,  Van*  19,1854.     i 

Tt  the  Ckairnum  •/  tlu  JoUU  CammiUn  on  Prinllat  i 

BiR :  I  have  tli*  honor  lo  reqaeat  that  y«a  will  aubmit  to 
the  Comniittee  on  Finance  of  ihv  Senate  the  fbllowinK  itema 
of  approprialion  to  be  placed  upon  the  defleieney  bill  fbi 
Hiii  Maalva,  viei 

For  mt  of  waretooa  for  paper  ftoin  the  laiof  Jamary 
to  aoih  of  Juiis,  1634,  at^aso  per  anaiim,  fifH. 

For  earfagi-  of  priming  paper  from  (ha  Wareroan  and  the 
MHee  of  lh«  Huperintendeni  of  the  Public  J'rintittg  in  the 
ttiMiii*  one»,  and  labor,  fh>ni  the  lal  of  ianoary  lo  tb* 
SOlh  ofJune,  1834,  at  $SSO  per  anniiift,  C97S. 

„Theae  appropriaiions  were  aubmlutd  liy  me  to  the  Com- 
fltnee  af  Wayi  and  Meana  nf  The  Honae,  bnt  were  not 
placed  by  them  In  ihai  bill.  Thereaaona  why  they  are  ne- 
ceaaary ,  are  briefly  theae : 

MlB*  Uataaaalon  of  O'oagrea*  there  was  but  one  ptiblic 


printer  ib(  bolb  iBeiuea,  and  connequeniJy  all  the  paper  re 
quired  fbrthe  pablic  printing  could  he  drlivered  directly  at 
hia  office  from  on  ahipboard,  without  expenae  of  cartagto, 


(alihougb  at  great  inconvttnieDce,  and  co»t  to  biin  for  alor* 
age,)  aa  the  ebhtmcta  with  our  paper  manuftcturere  require 
Ihem  to  deliver  it  at  auch  placea  aa  ahall  be  deaignated  by 
■IB)  Oae  of  eipcaa*.  TMre  are  now  two  printers,  and 
i  hnTe  bean  obligad,  (with  ynor  romcUob,)  to  eaiahiiih  a 
waremoin  b«awden.llie  iwo  ol^cw,  where  all  the  printing 
paper  ia  received,  initpected,  weiglied;  and  then  deliver  it 
tp  e*<^  oa«s,  mifiBtlieirrsqttiailioaa,  aa  tke'law  requiHS. 


Anoiher  rcaaon  is,  that  to  j^evenl  the  poesibility  of  delay 
in  the  ejECcuTion  of  the  pntillc  printing,  from  cloinire  nf  nav- 
igiition  or  iiiher  cause,  our  ordi-ra  npnn  the  coiitracinra, 
who  reside  at  different  and  distant  points,  are  necessarily 
very  largo,  and  we  are  olTep  in  the  receipt  of  three  or  four 
cargrwa  at  the  aame  tinH*,  wlilch  renders  it  noceiqiary  that 
we  sliould  have  some  wfcnre  place  wUe re  aoiargaSDailwiwt 
of  the  public  pni|iuf  ty  can  be  stored. 

Besides  this,  we  are  nbllged  In  receive,  Inspect,  and  welg(i 
at  Ihia  otBc'O  aM  the  paper  used  ihr  Hie  primlag  Af  the  Et- 
reuiive  Depanaieiiis,  as  also  all  maps,  plates,  Kc.,  aad  ts 
deliver  the  saint-  ns  they  may  bti  required  lor  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

I'hese  several  duties  necessarily  reqaire  much  labor  in 
handling  boxes,  he.,  aa  well  aa  expenaa  tiir  tnuisportatiun. 
Ii  has,  thus  far,  been  paid  out  of  the  apprnpciation  f^.  the 
contingent  expenses  of  ttiis  office,  but  as  that  appropriation 
does  not  exceed  a  hundred  dnllnrs  ovi;r  and  al>ove  the  cost 
of  advertising,  and  hm  this  business  is  daily  expanding,  t 
feel  compelled  to  ask  the  small  additional  appropriation 
above  detailed. 

Very  reaneclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  a.  SEAMAN,  Su;)eriirf(«Ien(. 

Mr.  HA.VEN.  I  desire  to  say  simpiy-thi*: 
Heretofore,  as  a  member  of  the  CommittS*  of 
IVsys  and  Means,  and  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, as  well  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  have 
gon*  to  what  I  regarded  as  the  very  verge  of  hb- 
erality  in  granting  clerks  to  the  Superintendent  of 
PubllcPrinting;  but  the  Comttiiitee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  of  the  opinion  that  this  would  be 
opening  A  new  field  of  expenditare,  which  niight 
be  evned  to  an  extent  Which  this  House  would  be 
unwilling  to  go.  If  you  are  to  provide  for  ware- 
house* now,  other  expenses  incidental  to  the  car- 
rying out  of  such  a  system  could  be  carried  lo 
almost  an  unlimited  extent.  The'  Committee  Of 
Ways  and  Mean*  could  see  no  reaaon  <irhy  the 
Superintendent' qf  PuHie  Printing  could- not  con- 
tract to  have  the  paper  delivered  this'^Mr  to  the 
two  printing  offices,  a^well  as  he  coold  last  year 
to  th*  one  office  ?  This  i*  all  I  baite  to  say.  I 
hop*  the  amendment  Will  not  b*  concurred  in. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  With  the 
consent  of  tb*  coramitte*,  1  will  withdrair  -my 
amesdment. 

There  was  -no  objection,  and  th*  amendment 
was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  I  move  to  make 
the  sppropriatioH  six  dollar*  less. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  not  examined  into  th* 
meriM  of  this  eaa*.  The  Committe*  of  Way* 
and  Means  have,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  exposi- 
tion given  bythe  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  HAvairJ  is  perfieetly  coneluBive  iii  reference 
to  it.  I  ^ 

In  repljt  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  -who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  1  have  nothing  to  say.  I 
have  great  confidence  iii  his  judgment,  so  far  aa 
he  has  given  his  own  jiidgntent  phiy  in  the  mat- 
ter, r  cannot  say  the  same,  however,  with  regard 
to  that  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing. 
1  happen  to  know  that  in  the  construction  of  laws 
this  Superintendent  is  not  only  not  reliable,  but  a 
great  deal  worse  than  net  reliable, 

-  Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  wish  to  askthe  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  whether  this  appraprio' 
tion  is  for  a  dificieMy^  1  desire  to  "know  whether 
it  is  proMpecliv*  or  r«tr**p*etive  in  its  applica-^ 
tion; 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  unAerMMid  it  to  b*  pM>*p««t' 
iv*. 

Mr.  PENNINOTON.  If  it  is  prospective,  then 
I  think  the  gentleman  iVom  New  York  i*  perfectly 
correct  in  his  conclusions,  and  that  the  appropria- 
tion should  not  be  made,  at  least  in  this  b3l.  fivit 
if  it  Is  to  be  retrospective,  then  I  have  another 
qnestion  to  ask.  If  that  is  the  fact,  then  I  desire 
to  know  whether  it  is  in  pursuance  of  contracts 
already  made.'  If  there  is  a  contract  actually  ex- 
isting, made  by  the  Superintendent,  which  calhl 
for  this  appropriation,  tken  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  not  be  made. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  hot  know  whether  any 
snch  contract  has  been  made.  If  it  has,  it  has 
been  without  my  knowledge.  I  have  no  desire  to 
do  injustice  to  any  one  in  this  matter,  and  1  will 
therefore  say  that,  early  in  the  past  winter,  the 
Superintendent  made  application  to  meaa  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Printing  for  authority 
to  procure  these  warehouses.  I  then  took  great 
pains  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  necessary; 
I  went  to  the  former  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Printing;  I  went  to  the  Union  office;  I  obtained 
all  the  information  I  could  that  would  lead*  me  to 
a  correct  conclusion,  and  the  result  was,  that  I 
told  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meami  that,  in 
my  judgment,  it  ought  not  to  be  granted.  -  Th* 


committee  were  of  the  same  opinion,  and  they 
therefore  refused  to  recorQmend  ine  appropriation. 
What  has  been  done  since  that  time  by  the  Super- 
intendent I  am  not  able  to  say,  but  if  he  has  made 
any  such  contracts,  they  have  been  made  upon  the 
authority  of  the  Superintendent  alone. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Yes,  and  in  violatioa  of 
law. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  whole  question  in  regard  to  this  provision 
turns  upon  lite  point  whether  or  not  the  contractor 
has  actually  performed  his  contract  with  the  Gov- 
ernment.' If  he  has  delivered  the  paper  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  the  latter  ac- 
quiescing in  its  receipt  under  the  contract,  pro- 
viding himself  a  warehouse  for  its  storage  aiid 
■tifety,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  should  not  now 
refuse  to  appropriate  this  deficiency.  But  if  that 
hiu  not  been  the  fact;  if  this  is  prospective  only  in 
its  character,  then  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Haven]  is  right. 

Now,  aa  the  whole  matter  turns  on  that  point, 
in  my  judgment  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Printing  ought  to  he  able  to  tell  us  whether  the 
contract  has  or  ha*  not  been  complied  with.  That 
is  the  whole  (]ueetion.  I  understand  that  the  paper 
ha«  been  delivered  under  the  contract;  and  I  am 
unwilling  to  refuse  the  approprialion  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  never  heard  of  any 
complaint  of  delivery  of  paper.  The  question  is, 
whet-e  Blia]l  they  keep  it  after  they  have  received 
it?    The  oaper  has  been  delivered. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  Then  the  question  is, 
whether,  when  that  paper  came  here,  and  went 
into  this  warehouse,  it  was  delivered  under  th* 
contract,  and  received  as  such  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Printing.'  Ktbat  be  so,  th* 
appropriation  ought  to  be  made.  Clearly,  it  ought 
to  be  paid.    That  is  the  whole  qnestion. 

Is  it  for  this  committee  to  recommend  a  non- 
concurrence  in  this  amendment  until  it  know* 
whether  it  is  possible  for  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  teN  whether  the  paper  has  been  de- 
livered under  the  contract  or  not?  Now,  I  jwant  to 
know.    ' 

Mr.  HAVEN.  It  is  possible  for  the  committe* 
to  tell,  but  t  db  not  know  whether  it  is  possibi* 
for  the  ^ntleman  to  hear. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.    Go  on;  I  hear. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Before  any  warehouse  waa 
engaged,  the  committee  had  the  action  which  I 
have  already  mentioned.  It  communicated  it* 
action  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing. 
What  he  has  done,  since  it  is  impossible  for  the 
committee  to  tell.     If  he  has  done  anything,  he 

Jias  done  it  without  authority  of  law,  and  in  the 
itce  and  eyes  of  the  law.  We  do  not  profess  to 
know  what  is  going  on  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  Has  not  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Printing  the  right,  under 
law,  to  receive  the  paper  from  the  contractor  for 
furnishing  it  to  the  Government?  If  he  has  that 
right,  then  the  question  is,  has  he  done  so? 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virguaia.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  propose  to  rcdace  tb* 
appropriation  to  one  cent.  > 

_  When  this  printing  snperintendencv  was  estib- 
lished,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  werMold  that  it  would 
be  ah  economical  arrangement.  We  were  to  have 
one  Superintendent.  He  was  the  only  officer  to 
be  connected  with  this  new  bureau  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, aa  it  now  seems  to  be  growing  to  one. 
Sometime  after  the  Superintendent  was  sppoinied , 
there  was  a  recommendation  that  we  should  have 
a  battft  of  clerks  assigned  to  his  office.  Afler  a 
■cuffie,  thev  went  through  the  House.  Now  ft 
is  proposeti  togive  the  Superintendent  still  further 
patronan,  althoagh  there  is  an  express  contract 
to  regulate  his  conduct.  Instead  of  regulating 
hi's  conduct  by  that  contract,  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Pennimoton]  wants  this  body 
to  decide  that  b*  shall  be  the  judge  as  to  its  inter- 
pretation; and  that  h*  shall  be  allowed  to  employ 
warehouse*,  and  every  Other  conceivable  means, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  transporting 
paper  here  and  there  and  everywhere. 

Now,  why  were  not  this  warehouse  and  the**- 
other  things  necessary  during  the  lastCangress? 
Why  is  it  that  no  necessity  for  them  has'  ever 
been  found  until  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
chose  to  electa  printer  of  their  own  >  That  strike* 
m*«a*om*wbat  remarkable.  Last  year  the  paper 
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could  be  received,  the  Superintendent  could  dis- 
pose of  it,  he  could  place  it  where  he  thought  it 
ought  to  go,  and  yet  there  was  nothing  asked 
under  the  Superintendent  then  for  carting,  or 
storage,  or  anything  else.  Since  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary last  all  these  things  are  to  be  provided  for. 

Now,  I  have  an  objection  to  all  this  thing.  I 
think  that  there  is  a  growing  disposition  in  this 
House,  as  well  as  in  trie  other,  to  multiply  officers 
of  the  country.  We  find  now  various' schemes 
for  the  multiplication  of  officers.  For  example: 
the  Governors  of  Territories  heretofore  have  per- 
formed the  duties  of  Governor  as  well  as  those  of 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  separate  those  dulie.s,  and  to  make  the 
•  Governor  and  superintendent  perfectly  independ- 
ent. So  it  is  with  various  other  things  going  on 
here;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  body  ought 
to  look  into  this  matter,  and,  instead  of  multiply- 
ing officers,  increasing  patronage,  that  it  should 
reduce  some  of  these  officers,  if  possible,  or,  at 
any  rate,  it  should  not  go  on  to  increase  the  num- 
ber, and  thereby  to  increase  the  patronage  to  be 
bestowed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  desire  only 
to  say,  that  under  the  new  law  tfie  printing  costs 
comparatively  nothing  to  what  it  din  before.  The 
law  provided  that  the  paper  should  be  of  a  better 
quality.  It  has  been  so,  and  it  necessarily  costs 
more.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  aggregate 
cost  of  the  printing  and  paper  will  not  be  more, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  work  ordered  by 
Congress,  than  it  was  some  time  ago.  But  in 
consetiuence  of  the  accumulation  of  material  on 
hand  this  warehouse  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  employed,  and  the  Superintendent  employed 
it  ijnder  the  direction  of  tne  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing.  He  has  only  occupied  th«  warehouse 
for  four  months,  and  there  are  now  on  hand  six 
thousand  reams  of  paper,  which  are  being  daily 
distributed  to  the  various  printing  offices.  There 
must  be  some  safe  place  in  which  to  keep  the 
paper  provided  by  the  Government,  because  the 
printers  cannot  keep  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  understood  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  that  when  this  claim 
was  presented,  as  far  back  as  January  last,  they 
decided  that  it  could  not  be  allowed  under  the 
contract  for  furnishing  poper.  Now,  I  under- 
stand from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that 
the  Committee  on  Printing  have  authorized  the 
Superintendent  to  occupy  tnese  warehouses. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  law  places  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Printing  immediately  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing; and  before  the  Superintendent  acted  in  this 
matter,  he  came  into  the  committee  room  and 
asked  the  advice  and  assent  of  that  committee; 
and  the  committee,  seeing  the  necessity  of  it, 
granted  that  assent. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  authority  had  the 
committee  to  give  that  assent,  under  any  law.' 

Mr.  STANTON.  We  gave  our  advice  when 
1^  asked  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Let  me  aak  the 
gentleman  another  question? 

Mr.  STANTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
there  have  not  been  some  other  cases  in  which 
the  Superintendent  has  not  been  disposed  to  take 
the  advice  of  the  committee.' 

Mr.  STANTON.     None  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     Well,  I  do. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
tlie  amendment  of  the  Senate;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  thirty-eighth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
read,  as  follows: 

Page  fourteen,  aner  luie  itirce  Immlred  and  twenty  five, 
insert  as  fnllows : 

And  the  Itmifationfi  impcMrd  by  the  prnvisionn  contained 
in  the  act  of  IStti  May,  1B50,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  npiiropriaiions  for  the  service  of  Uie 
fiscal  year  cndinie  tht^  30lti  of  June,  1850  ;"  and  the  act  of 
3d  March,  IftVl.  coiiiled  "  An  act  making  apprnpriaiions 
for  the  civil  and  dipIorn.ltic  expenses  of  tiovernmeDl  for 
the  year  ending  the  SOUi  of  June,  1854,"  Ik,  and  the  aaine 
are  bereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

Strike  out  all  of  the  thlriy-eifhUi  amendment,  and  inien 
in  Ilea  thereof  the  foUowiag : 


And  that  the  period  limited  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioner, surveyor,  and  cJiief  .tstronumer,  by  the  act  of 
I  May,  185f),  shall  l>e,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  to 
I  the  .'iOlb  of  June,  18S5. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate 
is  to  extend  the  period  in  which  the  Boundary 
Commission  are  to  run  the  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico.  By  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 

'  gress,  the  period  of  this  commission  was  extended 

'  to  the  1st  April,  1854.  The  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, in  his  annual  report,  makes  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing language  upon  this  subject: 

"  NoUiing  further  has  been  done  with  Uial  part  of  the 
Mexican  tM>undBry  survey  wliich  is  west  of  the  (so  termed) 
iniUal  point  on  Uie  Bio  Graiide.   The  appropriation  did  not 

I  apply  to  it,  nor  was  any  portion  of  it  intended  to  be  so  ex- 

j  pended. 

"  The  (luestion  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mex- 
ico having  become  a  subject  of  nngdUatinn  between  the 
two  Governments,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Stale  Do- 
parUnent. 

"  The  work  in  the  field,  on  the  undiapnied  portion  of  the 
tioundar)-,  has  been  completed,  and  nothing  remains  to  be 
done  but  the  otRcc  work.  Much  progres.^  has  beMi  made 
in  this,  and  with  an  odequale  appropriation  it  ran  be  fin- 
islied  in  the  course  of  the  next  eigijlcen  months,  if  llie  data 
necessary  to  compare  and  reduce  the  observations  for  lon- 

j  gitude,  made  by  the  surveyor  and  his  assistants,  can  be  ob- 
uinM. 

*'  The  mnpt,  after  tKey  are  comfttted,  are  to  hf  eompared 
il-Uk  tlie  MexicantnapSf  and  tigned  by  the  comminioner  aiut 
tuTvcyOT.  Jit  the  Mpxiccn  commution  has  yrOf^remed  Icsi 
raptdtyj  and  it  it  uncertain  when  Us  u-ork  will  fie  finished, 
our  cotnmfjston  should  not  expire  he/ore  the  tnapt  are  fully 
compteled  and  signed,  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty.     The  act  of  l&^S  should  be  snodified  aecordingtyj^ 

I  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  object  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate, ybelieving  that  it 
would  distOrb  the  provisions  already  made  by  law 
regulating  the  salaries  of  liie  military  officers  who 
I  may  be  engaged  upon  thatcommission.  Believing 
that  it  would  be  a  desirable  object  to  extend  the 
period  of  time  for  this  commission  to  complete  its 
work,  according  to  the  treaty  stipulation  with 
Mexico,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  already  reported  by  the  Clerk 
in  lieu  of  the  amendment  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  then  t<Lken  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate  amendment;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 
in  the  amendment,  as  amended;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

The  thirty-ninth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
then  read.    Insert: 

For  engrarini!  maps,  views,  aecUont,  and  nagiral  history 
of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  Statea 
and  Mexico,  $10,000;  to  be  expended  under  tile  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  following  words: 
<<  Views,  sections,  and  natural  history." 
The  appropriation  asKed  for  in  this  amendment 
is  needed  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  en- 
graving of  the  maps  of  the  survey  between  the 
United  States  «nd  Mexico,  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  the  report 
from  the  chief  surveyor  of  the  Boundary  Com- 
mission, it  is  said  that  ^30,000  will  be  needed  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  these  maps,  and  also 
I  the  views,  sections,  and  naturtd  history,  but  that 
only  $10,000  can  be  advantageously  used  during 
this  year.  The  committee  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

But  it  these  maps  shall  be  completed;  if  they 
shall  be  engraved,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  called  upon  to  publish  a  large  edition  of 
these  views,  sections,  and  of  these  engravings  of 
the  various  specimens  of  natural  history  collected  | 
i  by  the  Boundary  Commission.  | 

!      Mr.  KEITT.     I   trust  the  committee  will  not  ! 
concur  in  that  amendment.    The  committee  will  ' 
perceive  that  the  provision  of  §10,000  is  for  en-  j 
graving  maps,  views,  sections,  and  natural  history. 
Now,  if,  as  is  proposed,  we  strike  out  the  words 
"views,  sections,  and  natural   history,"  it  wiJI 
leave  nothing  but  the  engraving  of  maps.  j 

Mr.  PHELPS,  (interrupting.)  1  wish  to  state  I 
to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  : 
Keitt,]  that  $12,000  was  estimated  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  work  as  here  specified .  But  the 
Boundary  Commission  thought  that  they  could 
only  advantageously  use  the  sum  of  $10,000  at 
the  time,  and  the  committee  thought  that  that  sum 
was  sufficient  to  complete  the  engraving  of  maps. 
Mr.  KEITT.  I  have  only  this  to  say  in  the 
matter:  The  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of 


that  committee  informed  me  this  morning  that 
$10,000  wets  quite  sufficient  fur  all  the  purpoaea 
mentioned  in  this  clause — for  engraving  maps, 
views,  sections,  and  natural  history.  Anil  he 
said — what  I  submit  to  this  committee — that  the 
(10,000  here  asked  to  be  appropriated  will  cover 
everything  recited  in  the  clause;  and  if  we  strike 
out  the  words  "  views,  sections,  and  natifl-al  bia- 
lory,"  we  will  apply  $10,000  to  the  engraving  of 
maps,  and  we  will  tieriveno  more  advantage  from 
this  appropriation  than  if  we  kept  in  the  remain- 
ing words. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Will  the  gentleman  fnwn 
South  Carolina  permit  me  to  set  him  right  in  the 
matter* 
Mr.  KEITT.  Certainly. 
Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  now  read  the  estimate. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  the  wh'ole  wurk  would 
cost  $30,000;  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  remark  that  the  whole  work  woald 
only  amount  to  $10,000. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  have  only  suited  what  I  un- 
derstood this  morning,  from  the  head  of  the  Bound- 
ary Commission,  that  $10,000  was  ell  that  waa 
necessary  to  carry  out  this  entire  proposition. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Then  why  has  not  that  gen- 
tleman submitted  this  estimate;  and  why  did  he 
permit  any  of  his  inferior  officers  to  make  an  e«ti- 
niate  different  from  that  which  he  made  ? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  do  not  know.  I  only  make 
this  statement  in  accordance  with  the  information 
I  have  received. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  [  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  acting  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

I  Means  [Mr.  Phelps]  one  question.  What  is  the 
use  of  having  these  maps  made  of  the  boundary, 

I  when  it  is  probable  that  the  boundary  is  about  to 
be  chonged .' 
Mr.  PHELPS.     In  reply  to  that  question,  I 

I  Mrill  say,  that  this  House,  or  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  knows  nothing  definite  of  the 
change  of  boundary.     We  are  aware  that  there  is 

:  a  negotiation  pending  about  it;  that  we  know  from 

j  rumor.     But  whatever  action  may  be  taken  on  it,  I 

!  believe  that,  whether  there  be  a  different  bound- 
ary established  or  not,  the  publication  of  these 
maps  would  add  much  to  the  geographical  knowl- 
edge of  the  country.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
proposition  is  recommended. 
The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 

I  the  amendment;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

j  Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

j  For  wood  cuts  purchased  by  iheCominiaaionerof  Puena 
for  illusiraUng  Uie  mechanical  part  of  the  Patent  OtRceBe- 
pon  of  1853- '4,  ordered  by  the  House  of  RepreaenttUre*, 
«1,SOO. 

I  Mr.  PHELPS.  I  was  about  to  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order  with  respect  to  this  propoaitiftn. 
But  still  I  am  willing  to  hear  the  expMnalion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Kiddle.] 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  The  Commissioner  of  Patents 
not  being  aware  of  the  course  usually  pursued  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  a  gentleman  in  New  York  for  the  wood 
cute  necessary  to  illustrate  the  mechanical  part  of 
the  Patent  Office  Report. 

The  whole  amount  is  $2,000.  The  Committee 
on  Accounts  in  the  Senate  claimed  twenty-fire  per 
cent,  of  that  as  properly  chargeable  to  the  Senate, 
leaving,  thereby,  three  quarters  to  be  paid  for  by 
the  House.  But,  as  the  question  was  never  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Engraving,  the  House 
has  never  authorized  the  money  to  be  paid,  while 
there  is  a  surplus  in  the  possession  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  House  will  have  to  pay  it;  and  this 
is  the  only  plan  by  which,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the 
money  will  bepaid,  as  the  Commissioner  requests. 

Mr.  ROW.E!.  As  there  has  been  so  much  noiss 
here,  I  do  not  know  what  the  pending  amendment 
is.     I  ask  that  it  rnay  be  read  again. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  again  reported. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  amendment 
wad  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  Senate  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  it  was  put;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  fortieth  amendment  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  ttie  comptetion  of  the  bridge  acroea  the  Potomac 
river  at  Little  Falls,  and  painting  thereof,  agreeably  to  Un 
plan  adopted  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  $7S,0U0. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
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Maana  recommend  anon-caacnnmcc  in  the  Sen- 
ate amendaent.  At  the  laat  aeaaion  of  Congress 
$30,000  were  appropriated  for  the  construction  of 
a  bridge  acrow  the  Potomsc  at  Little  Falls.  The 
work  was  progreosing,  under  a  contract,  I  beUere, 
but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not 
feel  diaposed  to  justify  the  course  of  making  ex- 
gcnditures  beyond  the  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tion. They  believe  that  when  Congress  appro- 
pcUtoa  a  sum  of  money  for  a  specific  purpose  or 
object,  the  expenditure  should  be  confined  within 
that  amount,  and  if  it  should  be  found  insumfient 
to  aoeomplish  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  appro- 
priated, then  that  it  is  .the  duty  of  the  penons 
making  the  disbursement  to  come  to  Congress,  and 
ask  a  further  appropriation  to  carry  out  the  work 
intandc^ 

Since  tliia  report  was  made,  an  accident  has 
happened  to  the  bridge,  and  I  deem  it  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  gentleman  who  is  engaged  upon  the 
work,  to  make  a  statehent  in  refwence  to  the 
matter.  I  learn  rthat  it  wsa  estimated  that  $75,000 
would  be  sufficient  to  complete  this  bridge.  The 
work  was  progressing;  the  iron  work  was  par- 
tiallv  raised,  wben  an  accident  happened  by  which 
the  Bridge  was  precipitated  into  the  river.  I  learn 
that  the  contractor  comes  forward  at  this  time, 
and  proposes  to  finish  that  bridge  for  the  sum  of 
475,000,  if  Congress  will  appropriate  that  amount, 
notwithatandinic  a  loss  to  oim  by  the  accidsnt 
of  $8,000  or  #10,000  upon  the  work  already  mada. 
I  make  thia  statement  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the 
contractor. 

But  the  view  taken  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  was,  that  ]|ere  the  expenditures  to  be 
made  upon  the  bridge  exceeded  the  appropriation 
made  by  Congress,  and  they  did  not  feel  disposed 
to  Bunction  such  a  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  1  b^  leave  to  state 
to  the  committee,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  are  laboring  imder  an  erroneous  im- 
pression, decidedly  erroneous  impression,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  of  exceeding  the  purposes  of 
Congress.  Nobody  pretended,  at  the  time  the 
'  appropriation  was  made,  that|30,000  would  finish 
thia  bridge.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  apt  appro- 
priating the  money  shows  that  it  was  not  expected 
that  that  sum  would  do  it.  Fifty  thousand  dollars. 

were  asked  for  in  the  first  instance 

^  Mr.  PHRT.PS.  I  Will  read  the  gentleman  pre- 
cisely what  the  law  says  upon  the  subject.  Here 
it  is: 

"  For  s  biUfe  ocroM  Ou  Potomac  at  llie  Little  PslU,  to 
be  ezpesdad  nnder  ibe  direclioo  of  ihe  Breaideni  of  Uie 
United  BtaiM,  (30,000. " 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir,  read  the  next  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  That  is  all  in  reference  to  this 
bridge.  I  will  read  the  next  appropriation,  if  the 
gentleman  desires  it.         , 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not.  That  is  not  the  par- 
agraph I  referred  to.  But,  sir,  die  gentleman  has 
read  the  appropriation,  and  from  that  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  not  pretended  that  this  is  to  be  all 
that  will  be  rec|uired — that  it  is  the  only  appropri- 
ation to  be  made  for  that  purpose.  The  appro- 
priation was  made  for  the  commencement  of^tfae 
work,  and  the  President  or  the  Secretary — I  do 
not  recollect  which — was  authorized  to  select  the 

rian  upon  which  the  bridge  was  to  be  constructed, 
say  that  $50,000  were  aiked  in  the  first  instance, 
but  It  was  then  thought  best  to  allow  ||90,000  to 
go  for  the  Lopg  Bridge,  and  the  remainmg  $30,000 
to  go  for  the  construction  of  this  bridge  at  the  Lit- 
tle Falls. 

However,  the  contract  was  roads  with  a  worthy 
mechanic  in  this  city,  Mr.  VtMtf,  to  undertake 
the  erection  of  this  superstructure.  He  has  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  some  $8,000  or  $10,000  by  the  ac- 
cident which  has  occurred  in  the  loll  of  the  bridge; 
yet  be  is  still  willing  to  go  on  and  finish  Uie 
worit  for  $75,000.  He  is  willing  to  enter  into 
bond  and  security  to  complete  it  tor  that  sum. 

Some  gentlemen  may  thmk  that  this  is  a  Virginia 
bridge;  Sir,  suck  is  not  the  fact.  It  is  true  that 
the  abititment  rests  upon  the  southern  shore  of  the 
Potomac,  but  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  ev 
tends  to  the  southern  shore.  I  do  not  say  that 
we  in  Vitgiaia  ara  not  interested  in  having  thia 
bridge  constructed.  We  are  deeply  intereeted. 
Mo«t  of  the  people  >vho  have  settled  upon  the 
opposite  aide  of  the  river— and,  by-the-by ,  a  laige 
port  6f  those  who  have  settled  there  recently  are 
lipp  the  Nortki  qtpqtof  tl^en,  I  saj—4iava 'set- 


tled there  for  the  purpose  of  sopplyingths  markets 
of  this  city,  and  nool^  do  they  Supply  them,  as 
anybody  who  will  viait  the  markets  three  times  a 
week  can  testify.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
the  committee  longer  by  any  remarks  of  mine.  I 
desire,  with  the  consent  of  the  committee,  to  have 
the  following  paper,  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,  read: 
The  Clerk  read,  as  follows: 

TtthOltnoTaUt  lAe  JfewOtn^Jlht  Bom  tf  Rtpretmt. 
ativet: 

Tbe  andeirjftned,  contractor  fbr  tile  erection  of  the  Iron 
bridge  at  the  Litlle  Falli,  with  the  view  of  inducinf  yoor 
konoable  body  10  pan  Uk  item  at  (75,000,  liMerted  in  the 
8raate*«  MmendmeuU  fb  the  deilcieacy  bill,  now  befbro  tiie 
Uooge  of  Representalivea,  would  reflpoctfully  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Captain  George  Thom, 
in  charge  of  the  construction  of  aaid  bridge,  the  letter  of 
Ike  Mayom  of  Georgetown  and  Wubingioo,  and  Uiat  ofthe 
honorable  Ibe  Becrelary  of  Ibe  Interior,  ai  lemng  forth  the 
cause  of  the  acddeni  which  baa  recently  occurred,  and  the 
urgency  of  prompt  steps  towards  the  continuation  of  that 
importaat  work. 

That  if  your  honorable  body  will  pass  the  ilani  of  (75,000, 
eentalned  in  Ibe  deficiency  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  not  only 
will  a  large  amount  of  money  be  saved  to  the  Govemiaeat, 
and  the  deplorable  results  of  ihs  late  unavoidable  accident 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  modified  and  diminished,  but  that  the 
conlraoior  will  be  enabled,  and  will  bind  himself  by  saUs- 
laclory#eeuriqr,  10  complele  the  entire  work  for  Ibe  said 
■urn  of  (75,000,  thus  bearing  the  Government  harmless, 
and  saving  himself  from  serious  loss  and  damage. 

The  unsersigned  would fbnber  respectfully  remark,  thai 
sbtmld  the  appropilaiion  aow  asked  for,  and  so  urgently 
pressed  by  the  Mayors  of  Georgetown  and  Washtoglon,  and 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Interior,  oe  postponed  for  any  length 
of  lime,  It  might  be  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  Undertake 
die  oonpletioD  sf  the  work  on  the  lerras  he  has  already 
agreed  to,  it  being  now  the  season  when  he  can  secure 
workmen  and  pnaterial  on  such  conditions  a*  will  enable 
him  to  prepare  the  bridge  for  use,  within  ^lout  three 
months  Irom  the  time  the  appropriation  may  be  made. 

Kespecirally  submitted, 
^  GEOKOS  F.  KIDER. 

"WASaufsTOli,  May  II,  1854. 

Mr,  SMITH.  Tbatisfromthegentleman  who 
proposes  to  construct  this  bridge.  I  now  ask  to 
nave  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior^  in  respect  to  this  subject,  read. 

The  communication  was  read,  as  follows: 

DEmmiiT  or  tbi  InTsatoa,     > 
WASHlifOToN,  Jkfay  1,  1854.  J 

Bin :  Por  your  iafimnaUon,  I  have  tjle  bonorto  liananlt, 
herewith,  copies  of  conimaniealiona  reeeimd  at  thia  De- 
partment from  the  Mayors  of  the  cities  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  and  from  Captain  George  Thorn,  of  the  United 
Statea  Army,  In  relation  10  the  destrueiion  of  the  bridge 
wUch  was  la  Ihecoarseof  erection  overlbe  PoSimae  liver, 
attlie  Litlle  Falls,  on  the  S4Ui  nllioio. 

It  is  important  that  this  bridge  should  be  completed  at  an 
early  day,  and  Captain  Tbbm,  who  has  charge  of  the  work, 
iolbmis  the  Department  ibat  he  ia  authorized  by  the  ooa- 
tractor  to  slate  Uial  he  will  esMr  lata  bond  aad  Meurity 
to  make  good  the  loss  wbieta  be  has  anstained  in  ibe  reoent 
accident  to  the  bridgejand  finish  the  whole  of  thestraclnce, 
according  to  Captain  Thorn's  plans,  Indndlng  Ibe  Iran  work, 
masonry,  lie.,  under  dM  snpeiinUDdenoe  of Uaplain  Thoei, 
at  sneli  other  person  as  may  lie  dasiaaated,  aiad  Itn  whole 
work  ahall  be  oompleted  under  the  addiiiaaal  approprtadoa 
of  (75,000  asked  fbr  in  the  deficiency  bid. 

It  would  then  appear  that  if  the  appropriation  of  (75,000 
asked  for  is  mmii,  no  iosa  will  aeeme  to  the  Oovetamem 
from  Iheaoeident  which  has  happened  to  the  bridfa- 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeclftally,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  McClelland,  Serrttary. 
Bon.  Wh.  T.  HiHiLToa,  Chairman  CommUtn 

far  Ih*  DkMd  »f  CshnsMo,  Hnu  •/  Rfrmatittbm. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentncky.  I  propose  the 
following  amendment: 

Providti,  Tbat  the  work  sbaO  be  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Beeretary  of  the  jntarior,  and  by  eompstant  civil 
engiaeen,  and  aceordins  to  a  plaa,  the  whole  cost  of  which 
shall  in  no  event  exceed  the  sum  approprla;^. 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  agree  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  that 
the  omendmem  ie  a  very  important  one.  I  am 
oppos^  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  bridge  has  been  ex- 
pended, and  for,  that  reason  I  wish  to  attach  a 
restriction  to  this  appropriation  bv  which  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  protected  in  the  future.  The 
bridge  is  a  very  important  means  of  communica- 
tion lietween  this  city  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  I  shall  most  cheerfully  vote 
for  the  appropriation,  if  suitably  guarded,  aa  this 
amendment  proposes.  Indeed,!  should  regret  to 
see  it  defeated,  tor  a  bridge  at  that  poifit  ia  greatly 
needed, and  must  be  erected. 

When  the  appropriation  of  ^30,000  was  made 
lost  session  fur  this  bridge,  a  topographical  engi- 
neer was  detailed  by  the  War  Departmetit  to  super- 
intend its  construction.  This  engineer,  iliough 
accomplished  in  his  particular  line  of  duly,  I  un- 
derstand, never  had  the  slightest  experience  in 
worksof  this  kind,  until  placed  in  charge  of  the, 
bridge.    It  is  not  his  fault  that  he  had  no  ^3Kp*>. 


rience,  ai>d  I  cannot  blame  him  for  what  hs  aeret 
had  the  means  of  acquiring.  But  blame .  rests 
somewhere;  for  a  man  of  no  experience  ought 
never  to  have  been  detailed  for  such  a  duty,  wUbn 
the  country  is  full  of  civil  engineers  of  grsat  ability 
and  long-tried  experience.  The  falling  of  ^e 
bridge  and  the  loss  of  $10,000  or  $13,000,  with  the 
sacrifice  of  one  or  two  lives,  will  I  trust  teach  an 
efiwctive  lesson  to  those  who  persist  in  placing 
military  men  over  works  of  this  kind. 

Twentv-three  thousand  dollars  of  the  appro- 
priation,! imdarstand,  were  consumed  in  erecting 
two  stone  piers  and  repairing  the  old  abutment. 
The  work  upon  the  piers  could  not  have  cost  lev 
than  ten  dollars  per  perch, perhaps  more.  Now« 
will  any  niian  say  that  the  piers  and  these  repaira 
to  the  old  abutment,  if  done  under  other  manage* 
ment,  could  not  have  been  built  for  much  less 
money?  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  any  civilian 
in  charge  of  the  work  who  would  have  conoumed 
that  much  money  for  that  purpose,  would  have 
been  instantly  dismissed.  Half  the  amount  ex- 
pended was  ample  for  the  purpose. 

Sir,  I  went  to  the  ground  immediately  after  the  , 
late  disaster,  and  witnessed  the  wreck  as  it  lav  in 
a  confused  mass  between  the  piera.  In  my  wnole 
experience  I  have  never  seen  so  shameful  on  ea^ 
hibiiion.  I  brought  to  the  Capilol  apart  ofthe  iron 
castings  of  which  the  bridge  was  built,  and  mere 
rotten  abiS  I  never  saw  in  my  life.  No  wonder 
the  bridge  fell;  no  wonder  thething  eame  down  a 
mass  of  mine.  Why,  sir,  the  duty  of  the  sngi* 
neer  was  to  inspect  and  test  everv  piece  of  iron 
which  went  into  that  structure;  and  if  he  had  done 
so,  I  am  sure  such  miserable  defects  as  I  saw  in 
that  material  could  never  have  escaped  his  obserea- 
tion.  The  castings  were  full  of  flaws  and  defect*. 
In  some  places  there  were  holes  as  big  as  my  fist, 
and  these  were  filled  up  with  lead,  and  that  painted 
•over,  to  conceal  the  aefeets  from  the  eye  of  the 
engineer.  A  vigilant,  competent  engineer,  would 
never  have'pennitted  such  work  to  escape  him. 
The  spans  of  the  structure  were  one  hundred  and 
sixty,  feet  each,  and  it  was  utter  folly  to  expect 
cast-iron  work  to  stand  over  sueh  spaces.  The 
p4an  was  radically  defective  as  well  ss  the  work.i 
Why,  sir,  a  blacksmith  of  twenty  or  thirty  yearn 
experience,  who  had  worked  upon  the  bridge,  but 
left  it  because  he  feared  the  result  which  has  fol- 
lowed, told  ne  that  he  warned  the  engineer  against 
tbedefoctsin  the  work;  butwasnotneeded,  Tha 
falling  of  the  structure  confirmed  his  apprehen- 
sions, and  illusliates  the  difference  between  mili- 
tary engincsrs  and  practical  men.  A  bridge  boilt 
upon  the  same  wretched  plan,  and  of  the  same 
cbaraotsr  of  materials,  fell  a  few  days  ago  be- 
tween this  city  and  Oeorgetown  while  two  omni- 
buses were  passiog  over  filled  with  passengers, 
and  by  which  several  persons  were  seriously  in-> 
jored,  and  one  drowned. 

Now,  eir,  it  seema  to  me  it  is  time  to  stop  this 
policy  oifconstructiBg  every  work  ordered  by  Con- 
gress by  military  engineers.  It  is  not  done  by 
authority  of  this  body,  but  by  the  Officers  of  Gov- 
ernment who  have  control  of  the  appropriations. 
I  am  sometimes  blamed  for  the  zral  I  manifest 
upon  this  subject;  but  1  am  conscientious  in  my 
purpose,  and  nothing  shall  deter  me  from  pursu- 
ing the  course  I  have  marked  out  until  this  evil  is 
corrected.  I  believe  thousands  ordollars  aresnnk 
and  wasted  each  day  we  live  by  persisting  in  the 
policy  of  thnuting  military  officers  into  civil  po- 
sitions, and  placing  them  over  works  whfch  ot^ht 
to  be  constructed  by  the  civilians  of  the  country. 
However  competent  and  experienced  they  may  be 
in  the  line  for  which  they  were  educated;  they- 
know  nothing  of  economy;  and  are.  gMsrally 
found  wholly  incompetent  in  other  respects  for 
many  of  the  positions  in  which  they  are  placed. 

For  these  reaspns,  sir,  I  think  it  important  that 
my  proviso  ahouU  be  attached  to  the  appropria- 
tion; and  if  it  aucoseds,  then  I  trust,  in  view  of 
the  importance  of  the  work,  that  the  recommend-: 
ation  of  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means  will 
be  ovarnUed,  and  the  appropriation  passed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  seems  to  me  that,  after 
the  developments  whieh  have  been  made  by  tha 

fentlaman  from  Kentucky,  the  first  thing  Ihitf 
louse  ought  to  do  would  be  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  go  to  the  spot  and  ascertain  what  is  the 
real  chanwter  of  the  materials  which  are  being 
employed  in  this  work,  before  we  undertake  te. 
appropriate  $75,000  to  put  up  a  bridge  which 
asems  to  be  thus  defootivs  in  ipsXriaM  and  in 
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construction.  It  sremR  to  me  that  it  would  be 
a  nraciical»  common  senfle  course  to  ascertain 
whether  the  materials  are  such  that  there  is  any 
probability  that  the  bridge  will  stand .  Because  why 
go  on  here  appropriating  first  $30,000,  and  then 
575,(KM),  if  there  is  any  probability  that  when  the 
bridge  is  raised  a  second  time  its  own  weight  will 
sink  it  agiiin?  The  fall  of  this  bridge,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  experience  we  have  had  in  the 
case  of  the  second  bridge,  where  the  same  sort  of 
casting  was  employed,  ought  to  admonish  us  that 
we  should  take  precautionary  steps  before  we 
spend'a  single  dollar  more  upon  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  I  do  not  think  his 
proviso  will  apply  very  properly  to  the  entire 
bridge.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  contract  for 
building  a  bridge  across  the  main  channel  of  the 
river,  and  that  contract  has  been  made  under  the 
authority  conferred  to  make  it  at  the  time  the 
original  appropriation  was  made.  The  proposi- 
tion is  now  with  the  contractor  that  he  shall  com- 
plete that  contract,  and  then  he  expects  to  get  a 
contract  for  the  extension  of  the  bridge  over  the 
road  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  am  willing  to  make  any 
modification. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman's  proviso, 
i(  seems  to  me,  would  conflict  with  the  contract 
now  existing. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  understand  that  the  pres- 
ent contract  is  merely  for  the  iron  work,  accord- 
ing to  the  old  plan,  which  has  proved  defective. 
M  y  object  is  to  let  the  Secretary  adopt  a  new  plan, 
and  make  «  new  contract. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Would  not  that  cause  the 
waste  of  all  the  materials  there.' 

Mr.  ST.4NI0N.  Not  at  all.  The  materials 
thai  broke  down  are  not  worth  one  cent. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Oh,  yes;  a  great  many  of 
them  are.  * 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS.  1  move  to  add  $5,000  to  the 
appropriation.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Letcher,]  that  upon  a  full 
and  correct  understanding  of  the  circumstances  of 
this  case,  there  would  be  no  difficulty.  This 
bridge  will  have  to  be  built  from  the  beginning. 
It  is  competent  for  those  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment havhig  the  matter  in  charge  to  make  any 
change  in  the  plan  that  may  be  necessary.  Nor 
is  it  necessary  to  alter  the  contract,  because  the 
contractor  himself  desires  that  the  plan  shall  be 
changed,  at  least  so  far  as  the  material  is  con- 
cerned. So  that  if  this  appropriation  is  made,  the 
bridge  will  be  completed,  and  there  will  bene  loss 
to  the  Government  from  the  accident  which  oc- 
curred. 

I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Phelps,]  that  Ido  not  thinktheobjectinn  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  well  taken. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  the  appropriation  ofS30,000 
to  which  he  alludes  was  intended  to  complete 
the  bridge.  It  is  not  so  expressed,  but  it  is  an 
appropriation  so'  far  for  a  bridge  over  the  river. 
"The  bridge  has  fallen,  owing  to  no  act  or  negli- 
gence upon  the  part  of  the  contractor,  because  it 
was  raised  for  tha  purpose  of  placing  upon  the 
river  bed  the  pfates  winch  ought  to  have  been 
placed  there  by  the  Government  before. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  No  bridge  had  been  com- 
menced before  the  $30,000  were  appropriated  for 
B  bridge  across  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  laneuasre  of  the  amend- 
ment does  not  require  that  $30,000  shall  complete 
this  bridge,  but  it  is  only  so  much  for  a  bridge. 
There  is  an  expression  m  the  renort  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  which  will  cover  this  mat- 
ter entirely.  It  is  not  an  appropriation  to  com- 
plete the  bridge.  I  only  desire  to  say,  that  the 
accident  to  this  bridge  has  not  occurred  from  the 
fault  of  the  contractor,  because  the  Government 
ought  to  have  provided  for  laying  the  bedplates. 
But  they  were  not  laid.  The  br  dge  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  contractor  was  required,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  extra  time  and  extra  service,  to  raise  the 
tridiie,  so  that  he  might  lay  the  bedplates.  In 
raising  them  a  piece  of  the  iron  gave  way,  and 
the  whole  bridge  was  precipitated  into  the  river, 
causing  a  loss  of  some  $10,000  or  $19,000.  The 
report  of  the  engineer  throws  this  loss  upon  the 
contractor;  but  he  does  not  understand  it  to  be 
his  loss,  because  it  was  not  through  any  negli- 


gence upon  his  part.  If  the  appropriation  of 
$75,000  IS  made,  the  contractor  will  be  enabled  to 
complete  the  bridge  Avithout  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  appropriation  fails,  then  there  will 
Itf  a  loss  of  $10,000  or  $12,000. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Hanks,]  because  1  believe  thutagood,  substan- 
tial bridge  can  be  built  fur  $75,000.  I  am  anxious 
to  have  this  bridge  completed,  and  that  speedily. 
I  was  invited  by  some  gentlemen  the  other  day 
to  visit  the  bridge,  ana  make  an  examination; 
and  the  result  of  that  visit  fully  convinced  me  of 
the  necessity  that  existed  for  a  speedy  compleiion 
of  this  work;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  a  similar  visit 
there  would  convince  any  man  of  the  propriety 
of  making  the  appropriation  asked  for.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  proviso  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  civil  engineer,  to  make  and 
carry  out  a  plan  for  building  a  bridge  at  this  point. 
I  deaire  that  no  man-trap  should  be  built,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  one  at  Rock  Creek,  which 
gave  way  the  other  day.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
idea  of  placing  works  oC  such  importance  under 
the  control  and  direction  of  inexperienced  men. 
1  do  not  think  that  army  officers  who  graduate 
at  West  Point  are  educated  to  build  briilges,  al- 
though they  may  be  educated  to  build  forts,  and 
works  of  that  description.  Civil  engineers  are 
educated  especially  for  the  purpose  of  building 
bridges,  and  works  of  a  similar  character,  and  to 
them  should.be  intrusted  the  care  of  such  a  work 
as  the  one  now  under  consideration.  I  f  the  bridge 
is  to  be  built  anew,  under  a  plan  made  by  a  com- 
petent civil  engineer,  then  1  would  be  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  appropriation! 
asked  for;  but  if  it  is  to  remain  under  the  charge 
of  gentlemen  inexperienced  in  such  matters,  then 
1  shall  be  opposed  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  BANKS.  1  withdraw  the  amendment  1 
offered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  propose  a  pro  forma 
amendment  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  one 
dollar. 

There  is,  Mr.  Qhairman,  just  now  a  prevailing 
epidemic  in  relation  to  the  destruction  or  falling 
down  of  bridges  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
adopting  the  nomenclature  of  the  day,  it  appears 
that  of  all  the  causes  of  the  difficulty,  the  most  astute 
in  giving  reasons  therefor  rrolly  knotc  nothing.  It 
seems  to  me  there  must  be  a  radical  error  in  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  construction  of  these  bridges, 
as  well  as  worthlessness  in  the  material  used  in 
building  them.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Banks]  remarked  that  the  addition  of 
the  bed-plntes  was  the  cause  of  this  difficulty  in 
one  of  these  structures.  Ido  not  bo  understand 
it.  I  have  had  the  opinion  of  a  number  of  prac- 
tical gentlemen  of  experience  and  judgment,  who 
visited  me  at  my  room,  and  they  say  that  the 
worst  iron  castings  they  ever  laid  their  eyes  upon 
were  used  in  building  Ihebridge to  which  thegen- 
tleman  has  alluded.  We  have  this  evidence  in 
addition  to  that  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Stanton.]  If  the  material  of  which 
this  bridge  was  being  constructed  had  been  of  a 
good  quality,  the  mere  placing  uf  the  bed-plates 
by  careful,  practical  workinen,  would  not  have 
toppled  it  over  into  the  waters  of  the  Potomac. 

1  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that 
it  is  time  a  stop  was  put  to  all  of  these  proceed- 
ings. Hence,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  whole  appropriation,  and  of  beginning  anew, 
and  adopting  such  a  plan  of  bridge,  under  the  con- 
trol and  direction  of  persons  who  know  something 
about  the  business  of  building  them,  us  will  stand. 
Thus  we  will  be  able,  if  we  are  to  construct  bridges 
for  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  commu- 
nicating with  Virginia,  or  over  the  different  creeks 
and  canals,  which,  1  was  going  to  say,  infest  the 
District:  yes,  sir,  that  is  it — infests  the  District. 
We  will  be  thus  able  to  get  a  structure  worth  the 
money  we  may  give  for  it. 

Hence,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor — from  a 
conscientious  conviction  of  duty — of  striking  out 
the  whole  of  this  appropriation,  and  of  pursuing 
such  a  course  and  adopiing  such  a  plan  as  1  have 
here  indicated.  For,  sir,  there  are  thousands  of 
good  plans,  and  plenty  of  good  bridges;  and  there 
ore  plenty  of  good  bridge-builders,  and  thousands 
of  competent  superintendents,  who  can  be  had  to 
effect  this  purpose,  and  who  know  something 
about  the  business.     It  is  high  time  that  we  had 


an  assurance  of  a  perfect  structure  in  bridges  and 
building  them,  or  any  other  public  work,  when 
we  appropriate  an  amount,  that  will,  anywhere 
else  than  here,  be  ample  to  secure  that  object. 

1  withdraw  my  amendment,  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

T^e  question  was  then  token  on  the  Senate 
amendment,  and  it  was  concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  then  reported  the  forty-first  and  forty- 
second  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

Pnpe  rourlcrn,  line  three  tnindrcd  andtwpnly-eigbt,  aftpr 
ttle  word  "Califi»rnia,**MtrikR  out  ".^■:I7,.VW,"  and  insert  m 
lieu  lliervnr"  /jA-i.Ull","  nnd  llial  .«3,U(IU  nr^aid  >uni  tx-  |,.iid 
to  Ittihort  Greenllow,  asitiitlaitt  law  ngenl  to  nani  Ukar,).  tor 

servicfs  pi'rl'ormcd  during  itiu  at^^rIlcc  of  lb''  '^ "; 

and  itie  inan-hal,<  of  the  norlhcrn  nnd  Aouttu  t  f 

(.'ahroniia  shall  havi;  llif;  i^aiiie  iiiileauR  and  c  :i 

for  KtTViiifi  procfwcs  iitiiilinK  fnint  ^aid  eonitiii^-i'Mi  ^i!..,!,; 
allowed  to  ilif  ftliprilTri  Air  i*«rvii)|i  Miiiiilnr  procf<<it*'if  by  tli« 
hiUtlPr  coiirw  oiX'ahrnniia  ;  and  Ihe  B.tuif  iniii-a±:P  and  p**r 
djeni  shall  be  made  to  winiegneA  a.-*  are  allowed  to  wil- 
nesoes  by  the  8iale  of  Caliromia. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  There  are  two  propositions 
in  the  first  clause  of  that  amendment,  though  they 
are  both  embraced  in  the  one  amendment.  I  de- 
sire to  have  these  propositions  read  separately,  so 
that  we  can  have  a  separate  vote  upon  them. 

The  Clerk  reported  a  portion  of  the  amendment, 
as  follows: 

Pai;e  foiirleen,  line  three  hundred  and  iwenly-elgtit,  aOer 
iheVord  '•Califotnla,"  Mrike  nut  "837,oW»,"  and  iiiseit 
In  lieu  Uieteor  "  94Q,00O,>' 

— so  as  to  make  Ihe  appropriation  read: 

For  salaries  and  ineideiilal  czpentea  of  the  cnmroi'itinn 
appointed  <inder  the  act  or'  March  3,  1851,  for  renting  laud 
cittiiii:!  ill  Catifuniin,  94^2,500      . 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  recommend  a  non-concur- 
rence in  that  amendment.  In  Ihe  bill  reported  lo 
the  House,  there  i.s  an  appropriation  of  $35,000 
for  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  to  the  commis- 
sion appointed  under  the  act  of  March  3,  It>51, 
fbr  settling  land  otainik  in  California.  The  Senate 
have  proposed  to  amend  that  section  of  the  bill 
by  inserting  that  which  has  just  been  read  at  Ihe 
desk.  In  the  estimate  submitted  by  the  Secre- 
tory of  the  Interior  for  the  amount  necessary  lo 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  land  commission  in 
California,  the  total  amount  was  only"  $37,500, 
which  amount  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
so  appropriated.  The  second  proposition  in  the 
amendment  is,  that  $5,000  of  said  sum  be  paid  to 
Robert  Greenhuw,  ussi^Iant  law  agent  to  said 
board,  for  services  performed  during  the  abience 
of  the  law  agent.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the 
act  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  law  agent  and  the 
assistant  law  agent,  the  salary  of  each  of  these 
officers  was  fixed  at  $5,000.  I  refer  to  the  art 
passed  in  1852 — the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation net — which  provides  that  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  shall  appoint  an  assistant  law 
agent  in  California,  learned  in  the  law  and  skilled 
in  the  Spanish  and  English  languages,  whose 
duties  and  compensation  shall  be  the  same  as 
those  of  the  law  agent;  provided ,  that  the  compen- 
sation of  the  agent  and  associate  agent  shall  not 
exceed  $5,000  each. 

During  a  part  of  Ihe  time  that  Mr.  Greenhow 
held  the  office  of  assistant  law  agent  in  California, 
the  law  agent  was  not  present,  and  Mr.  Green- 
how  discharged  the  duly  incumbent  on  the  office 
of  the  law  agent,  for  which  it  is  proposed  to  give 
him  this  extra  coinpensnlion.  I  can  regard  this 
amendment  of  the  Seiioie  in  no  other  light  than 
as  giving  to  Mr.  Greenhow  a  double  s!>lary.  In- 
stead of  paying  $5,000  you  are  to  pay  $10,000, 
if  you  adopt  the  Semite  amendment.  I  suppose 
that  $5,000  would  be  sufficient  to  command  all  the 
lime  and  all  the  energy  of  an  assistant  law  agent; 
and  that  was  the  contract  he  made  with  the  Govern- 
ment when  he  accepted  the  office.  He  agreed  to 
give  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  perform- 
anceof  the  duties  of  the  office  which  he  filled,  and 
that,  too,  for  $5,000.  Vou  have  paid  those  lavir 
agents  during  that  time,  though  some  of  them 
for  a  portion  of  the  time  were  traveling  in  the 
Atlantic  States;  and  now  it  i«  proposed  to  in- 
crease those  salaries. 

A  Member.     Has  this  agent  been  paid  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  This  law  agent  has  received 
his  salary  at  the  rate  of  $5,000  a  year.  For  the 
reasons  which  I  have  stated,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  recommend  a  rejection  of  the 
Senate  amendment. 

Mr.  LATHAM.     I  desire  to  say,  that  »o  ht 
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osttie  gendcman's  Matemant  goea,  reUitiTa  to  the 
discbaru  by  Mr.  Greeahow  of  the  dutiea  of  aa- 
aiatanc  law  agent,  it  is  correct.  But  be  doea  not 
go  quite  far  enough  to  ahow  the  etjuity  of  the 
eaae,  and  to  ahow  the  reasona  wlueh  induced  the 
comnaittee  to  reeommeod  a  noD^concurrence  in 
the  amend  roent  of  the  Senate. 

The  dutiea  of  thoae  two  offices  were  specifically 
Bet  forth  io  the  law  which  created  them.  The 
duty  of  the  aaaiatant  law  agent  waa  to  lake  testi- 
mony for  the  cominiaaion,  which  waa  an  onerous 
and  responsible  duty;  and  the  duty  of  the  law 
af«nt  waa  to  take  cha^a  of  the  proceadinga  and 
accumtnt  before  the  court. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  correct  an  error  into  which  he  haa  fallen? 

Mr.  LATHAM.    Of  course. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  law  creating  thasa  olficara 
aaya: 

"The  Fretident  of  this  Untted  Suuea  Khali  sppnint  aa 
associate  law  sgeui  for  the  Siuia  of  Calilbrnia,  learned  in 
tliK  law  anil  (killed  In  ilie  Spiiniali  and  Euflish  laiiguaiies, 
whose  duties  and  compensation  shall  be  the  ssme  with 
tbase  of  the  law  agenl.*' 

Their  duties  were  all  the  saipe. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  But  it  is  not  reasonable  to 
stippoae  that  when  Congress  here  created  these 
two  officers  they  expect^l.them  to  diacharge  the 
aame  duties.  On  the  contrary,  the  law  iuelf  apeei- 
fica  that  the  assistant  law  agent  shall  be  skilled  in 
the  Spanish  language,  in  order  that  he  may  be  able 
to  take  the  testimony  of  Spanish  witnesses;  and  I 
know  that  his  duties  were  ezcluaJTely  confined  to 
the  taking  of  teatimony  to  bauaed  before  theconi- 
miasion.  But  upon  the  law  a^ent  devolved  the 
duty  of  going  before  the  commiaaionand  arguing 
the  causes. 

Now,  Mr.  Greeiihow  for  fourteen  months, 
and  not  for  the  short  period  of  time  which  the 
gentleman  statea,  but  for  fourteen  montha,  dis- 
charged the  dutiea  which  devolved  upon  both  of. 
those  offieera..  He  not  only  took  ine  requiaite 
toatimony,  but  conducted  the  proceedinga  before 
the  court,  and  at  last  fell  a  victim  to  the 
arduous  labors  which  were  devolved  upon  him. 
I  aay  these  things  for  the  purpose  of  Justifying 
the  action  of  the  Senate  in  giving  to  him  the  com- 
pensation to  which  both  of  thoae  offieera  were 
entitled  under  the  law.  If  the  law  asant  received 
his  compensation,  he  did  ao  wrongfully,  and  with- 
out being  in  the  alighteat  dKree  entitled  to  it,  be- 
cauae  he  failed,  for  a  period  of  fourteen  montha, 
t«  diachargea  particle  of  the  dutiea,  ahd  during 
which  time  they  were  discharged  by  Mr.  Green- 
how.  Thia  amendment  was  introduced  for  the 
piffpose  of  giving  a  compensation  for  the  parform- 
a#te  of  doable  aervicea. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inaertine  between  th«  word  "  to" 
and  the  word  "  Robert"  the  worda,  "  the  widow 
of,"  ao  that  it  shall  read: 

And  ihst  $SfinO  of  said  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  widow 
of  Robert  Greenbow,  fce. 

When  thia  amendment  waa  adopted  by  theSen- 
ate,  we  were  not  adviaed  that  Robert  Greenbow 
vaa  deceased;  and  I  offer  this  amendment  now, 
in  order  that,  should  this  amendment  paaa,  the 
money  may  go  directly  to  the  widow,  who  ia 
now  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

1  will  state  that  a  law  agent  waa  appointed, and 
aderwarda  an  aasociate  agent  appointed,  for  (he 
reaaon  that  the  ijuties  of  that  office  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly onerous.  For  fourteen  months  Mr. 
Greeahow  ha*  been  not  only  the  aaaiatant  law 
■gant,  and,  as  such,  has  performed  faithfully  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  as  such, but  he  haa  also 
diachargea  the  duties  of  principal  law  agent.  He 
haa  performed  duplicate,  and  more  than  duplicate, 
duties  aa  aasistant  agent,  because  the  principal 
law  agent  would  take  upon  himaelf  all  the  respon- 
aibilitiea  of  the  office. 

Now,  I  underatand  that  if  a  man  does  double 
aarvice,  be  is  entitled  to  double  pay.  Even  if  he 
doea  get  (5,000  or  f  10,000  for  hia  aervicea,  it  is 
not  an  enormous  compensation  in  ,the  State  of 
California.  There  is  not  a  lawyer  in  the  State,of 
respectable  position,  whose  income  is  not  more. 
Some  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment in  that  State  receive  as  much.  The  com- 
missioners for  settlii)^  hind  claims  io  that  StaM 
receive  a  salary  of  ft8,000  each.  Mr.  Greenbow 
discharged  faithfully  the  dutiea  of  bo'Jt  these 
offices;  and  it  seema  to  me  the  allowanea  which  ia 
fgwpoMd  i<  \mi  t  rtaai^paU*  one. 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  1  deaire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  California  wliat  ia  the  amendment 
which  be  propoaes? 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  It  ia  aimply  that  the 
amount  ahall  be  paid  to  hia  widow.  Mr.  Qreen- 
how  ia  dead. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  would  auggeat  to  the  gentle- 
man that  he  modify  hia  amendment  ao  as  to  make 
the  money  payable  to  hia  legal  repreaentalives. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  will  aay  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  effect,  practically,  i9ill  be  the  same. 
Hia  widow  ia  now  in  the  city,  and  I  desire  that 
the  money  shall  be  paid  directly  to  her,  without 
going  through  the  forms  of  law,  which  would  be 
necessary  if  the  form  the  gantlemanhiu  suggested 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  ta  aay  that  this  amend- 
ment proposes  to  pety  this  officer  double  |«y. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  For  performing  dovble 
service. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Very  well;  for  discharging 
double  duty,  if  the  gentleman  pleaaes.  Sir,  thia 
law  agent  waa  appointed  to  take  teatimony  before 
the  commiaaion,  and  then  to  argua  the  caaes  before 
them.  I  do  not  underatand  that  more  than  one 
can  ba  employed  at  the  same  time.  An  aasistant, 
however,  ^/ia  appointed,  to  provide  that  the  buai- 
neaa  might  go  on  in  case  of  the  abaance  of  the 
principal  agent.  It  was  not,  however,  with  the 
undemanding  that  if  only  one  waa  employed  a 
portion  of  the  time,  that  be  should  receive  the  pay 
of  both. 

•  The  gentleman  say*  other  officers  of  the  Got- 
ernmcnt  in  tliat  State  receive  aa  large  a  compensa- 
tion,and  refers  to  the  commissioners  to  settle  these 
land  claims.  Tht  law  originally  fixed  the  aaiaries 
of  these  commissioners  at  $5J0OQ  per  annum,  but 
tha  amount  was  raised  at  the  cloac  of  the  laal  aea- 
aion  to  |8,000.  But,  air,  the  compeoaation  of  the 
law  agent  waa  fixed  at  $5,000,  and  that  of  the 
aasociate  agent  at  tha  aame  amount,  and  now  to 
allow  one  the  salary  of  both  offieera,  I  think  would 
be  setting  a  bad  precedent.  When  Mr.  Green- 
how  waa  appointed  to  thia  office,  it  waa  with  the 
understanding  that  hs  waa  to  devote  hia  whole 
time  to  the  aervice  of  the  GovernmeBt,  ahould  the 
buaineaa  in  hia  office  require  it.  It  waa  not  sup- 
possd,  aa  I  underatand  it,  when  the  aaaiatant  law 
agent  waa  appointed,  that  there  would  be  buaineaa 
aufficient  to  employ  two;  but  he  waa  appointed 
in  order  that  in  case  of  the  abaence  from  uiy 
cause  of  the  principal,  that  the  buaineaa  before  tha 
commiasion  might  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  With  the  consent  of  tha 
committee,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendnaent. 

There  waa  no  objeaion,  and  the  amenument  was 
accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  move  to  increase 
the  appropriation  |500.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  begleave 
to  aay  that  I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that 
the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  'And,  sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  is  mistaken  in  aup- 
posing  that  in  this  case  we  are  esuiblishing  a  pre- 
cedent. 1  recollect,  within  my  experii-nce,  many 
precedents,  where  the  same  thing  has  been  done; 
where  officers,  having  performed  double  duty. 
Congress  gave  them  additional  pay  for  it.  1  refer 
to  one  case  particularly.  When  the  law  paaaed 
authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  tt  was 
required  that  they  should  be  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer  and  the  register.  It  was  not  a  designo- 
tio  persona,  but  it  was  a  refertnce  to  them  as  pub- 
lic officers.  Yet,  because  it  was  out  of  the  line  of 
their  usual  duties,  this  House,  aa  I  know  of  iny 
own  recollection,  made  to  both  of  these  gentle- 
men compensation  for  that  extra  service. 

My  friend  suggesU  the  eaae  of  judges  of  Terri- 
tories. 1  recollect  another  case,  still  mora  palpa- 
ble. Until  we  legislated  on  the  subject,  where  an 
officer  Of  the  Cabinet  filled  more  than  one  position, 
he  eot  both  salaries.  And  it  is  true  that  ihe 
patnotio  Benjamin  F.  Butler  at  one  tima  drew  the 
salaries  of  three  Cabinet  offices. 

So  far  from  aettling,  in  thia  eaae,  a  new  prece- 
dent, my  reeollcetion  is  that  the  practice  of  tha 
Government  haa  been  otherwise;  and  that  whsre 
a  man,  not  io  the  Ajrmy  or  Navy,  bat  in  civil 
employment,  waa  required  to  do  dutiea  out  of  the 
line  of  those  particularly  pisscribed.  Congress 
haa  made  compisosation.  Theyalwayagife  extra 
pay. 

This  ia  a  ease  in  which  I  feel  an  interest,  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  family  of  a  moat 
worthy  NMMi,  who  saerifiacd  his  iifir  in  tin  dia- 


cha^e  of  thiae  very  extra  dutiea.  (tentlemett 
seem  unwilling  now  to  make  compensation  far 
hia  extra  employment.  That  family  ia  deprived 
of  its  support  by  his  sacrifice;  and,  in  my  judg* 
ment,  it  is  a  great  wrong  to  withhold  almoat  ths 
price  of  hia  blood  from  his  halplesa  wife  and 
children. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  object,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
this  amendment,unleaa  asimilar  application,which 
I  have  in  cbai|;e,  be  placed  on  the  aame  ground. 
When  thia  deScienejr  bill  was  up  before,  I  applied 
for  extra  eompanaation  for  a  gentleman  who  waa 
placed  at  the  head  of  tha  Census  Department 
during  the  abaence  of  Mr.  Kennedy.  I  was  told 
that  tbe  application  mustgobcfore  tbaCommbts* 
of  Claims;  that  it  waa  fair;  but  I  muat  go  there. 
Thia  ia  preciaely  a  aimilar  case.  If  it  were  proper 
that  my  cue  should  go  before  that  coiamitiee,  it 
is  equally  proper  that  thia  one  ahould  take  the 
aame  courae.  If  tbia  amendmaqt  be  adopted,  I 
shall  aak  the  aame  favor  for  the  one  to  which  i 
refer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  aak  my- 
colleague  to  withdraw  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    With  pleaaora,  air. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move,  in  good  faith,  to-  iM« 
creaae  the  appropriatiqn  f500. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Robert  Qreanhaw,  it  ia  pedums 
known  to  many  gentlemen  of  thia  Houae,  araa  far 
many  yeara  tranatator  to  the  State  Department 
in  the  city  of  V^aabington.  While  here,  he  ea- 
tablisbed  a  character  for  fidelity,  diligence,  and 
true-beartsdness  in  the  performance  of  all  hia 
duttts,  that  has  given  bmi  a  high  plaee  in  the 
memoriea  of  those  who  knew  him.  While  thus 
sitirated  be  formed  an  altachmani— and  I  think 
myaelf  that  every  man  who  negleota  to  form 
auch  an  attachment  ia  a-juat  aubjeet  of  cen- 
sure— be  attached  himself  to  a  lady  who  is  aa 
lovely  aa  a  houri,  and  the  result  of  that  «in- 
nection  waa  a  cluater  of  little  onea  growing  up  in 
lovelineaa  around  him.  Thua  circumalancad,  ha 
soon  found  that  the  salary  which  he  rceclvad  flrom 
tha  Qovamraent  would  not  furniah  meana  for  the 
education  and  eatabliabment  of  hia  children  in  the 
aociety  in  which  they  had  been  born,  and  in  wkich 
they  luight  ezpact  to  move.  He  therefore  vo]«n> 
taruy  reaignetl  bis  place  in  the  State  Department. 
He  cut  himself  loose  from  the  strong  ticsof  o^Seial 
poaition.  He  did  thia  under  a  aenaa  of  duty  to 
hia  family,  and  made  hia  way  to  the  golden  had 
of  California  for  the  purpose  of  aroaaainK  hia 
"  pile. "  On  hia  way  thither  he  spent  soma  months 
in  ihe  city  of  Mexico,  where  be  devoted  himaelf 
studiously  to  the  acquiaition  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  Spanish  laws  and  titles  in  California,  with 
hia  wife,  who  had  followed  him  in  hia  peregrina- 
tiona,  by  his  side.  He  th^  settled  down  in  Cal- 
ifornia with  that  wife  who  bad  abandoned  her 
home  for  the  purpoae  of  cheering  and  comforting 
him  in  hia  labora.  He  there  engaged  in  thedatics 
of  bis  profession  aa  a  lawyer,  and  nlliaiately  ba- 
came  aaaiatant  law  agent  to  tbia  commiasion. 

Now,  here  let  ma  aay  >  by  way  of  aignment,  that 
the  very  fact  that  an  aaaistant  was  considered  ne- 
ceaaary,  ia  evidence  that  the  dutiea  of  the  office 
were  morcLtban  one  man  could  perform.  Weil, 
tha  principal  having  reaigncd,the  assistant  waa 
called  upon  to  perform  the  duties.  What  duticaf 
I  aak  the  hnnoiable  gentlonaa  from  Miaaoari 
[Mr>  Phklps]  what  dutiea?  He  waa  not  only 
called  upon  to  perform  hia  own  duties  aa  assists 
ant,  but  the  duuea  of  hia  principal.  The  law  prtH 
vided  for  two  offieera,  thereby  recognizing  tha 
necessity  of  two  officers  to  perform  iSase  duties. 
He  undertook  to  perform  the  duties  of  both;  aad 
every  man  who  knew  Robert  Qreenhow  and  the 
labora  of  that  comasission,  knows  that  he  per- 
formed them  well.  Tbe  principal  had  rasignafl, 
cleared  oat,  and  thrown  all  the  labor  dna  ma» 
yf\to  knew  nothing  but  hia  duty,  and  dedicated  hie 
time  and  conatitution'  to  tbe  aervioe.  He  waa 
never  paid.  He  died  there  in  Ihe  diaebaiga  of  those 
double  dutiea,  and  in  the  employment  of  the  Oov> 
ernmant,  with  hia  family  here.  The  conunitlte 
win  exouae  rae  for  mentioning,  that  the  very  day 
before  the  aad  intelligence  of  hia  death  reached 
this  city,  his  wife  was  manifesting  a  deep  anxiety 
in  the  ruccesa  of  thia  rtry  claim  and  in  itaapcedy 
passage,  in  order  that  she  might  join  her  husband 
in  California.  The  very  day  afler,tbe  news  cam* 
upon  her  likeat  clap  of  thunder,  that  the  huaband 
with  whom  she  ao  deeply  ayropathiaed  waa  no 
Tha  question,  fioir  the  comniittee  nov  to 
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decide  is,  whether  the  man  who  performed  double 
duty)  under  circumstances  that  address  them- 
selves so  strongly  to  our  sense  of  justiceand  sym- 
pathy, shall  be  paid?  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  we  ought  to  pay  to  the  last  farthing.  Five 
thousand  dollars  is  nothing  but  the  salary  he 
would  be  entitled  to  for  a  year,  and  he  performed 
the  duties  for  fourteen  months.  If  you  pay  at  all, 
why  not  pay  for  the  fourteen  months .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  have  not  much  to  say 
about  this  amendment,  further  than  to  express  my 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  practice,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Baylt,]  who  first 
addressed  the  committee.  I  do  not  think  that  this 
case  is  one  that  conres  within  the  rule,  or  within 
the  practice  even,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  him- 
self. I  know  it  has  been  the  case,  where  a  head 
of  the  bureau  has  been  called  away,  or  has  been 
absent  from  his  post,  that  the  officer  next  below 
him,  who  discharged  his  duties,  has  received, 
under  certain  circumstances,  the  salary  of  the 
higher  officer.  But  the  duties  in  such  ii  case  are 
of  a  diflerant  character.  The  duties  of  a  chief 
clerk  are  not  the  same  duties  that  are  performed 
by  the  head  of  a  bureau.  If  the  head  of  a  bu- 
reau should  be  absent,  the  chief  clerk  would  per- 
form his  duties;  but  they  would  be  of  a  difierent 
character  from  those  which  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  performing.  The  chief  clerk  would  not 
draw  his  own  salaiy  and  also  that  of  the  head  of 
the  bureau. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt] 
stated  that  Mr.  Butler  at  one  time  drew  the  sala- 
ries of  three  Cabinet  officers.  I  think  he  is  mis- 
taken. 1  do  not  believe  the  gentleman  can  show  a 
solitary  case  upon  record  where  any  Secretary  has 
drawn  a  dime  above  his  salary  for  double  service. 
I  know  there  are  cases  where  a  chief  clerk  has 
drawn  the  salary  of  the  head  of  a  bureau  for  per- 
forming the  duties  appropriate  to  that  place;  but 
he  did  not,  at  the  same  time,  draw  the  salary  of 
his  own  office.  There  is  a  case  now  before  Con- 
gress prffiisely  in  point — that  of  Mr.  Dickins. 
^  He  was  at  one  time  chief  clerk  in  the  State  De- 
partment, and  performed  the  duties  of  Secretary 
of  State  in  the  absence  of  that  officer.  A  bill  is 
«  now  before  the  House,  or  Committee  of  Claims, 
providing  for  the  difference  between  hm  salary  as 
chief  clerk  and  that  of  Secretary  of  State.  I  can- 
not of  course  assert  positively  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  mistaken  in  the  position  he  has 
assumed,  but  he  has  not  shown  a  case  where  a 
Secretary,  although  he  may  have  performed  the 
duties  of  two  Departments,  drew  the  salary  at- 
tached to  both. 

I  listened  to  the  appeal  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Smith]  with  a  great  deal  of  interest. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  eulogy  he  pronounced 
upon  Mr.  Greenhow  and  his  family  was  just  and 
well  deserved.  But  then,  if  we  make  an  appro- 
priation for  every  man  who  has  left  a  lovely  wife 
and  children,  and  for  every  widow  who  has  chil- 
dren to  support,  we  shall  be  entering  upon  a 
course  of  very  loose  legislation,  which,  for  one,  I 
do  not  desire  to  see  introduced  here.  If  my  friend 
from  Virginia  is  disposed  to  legislate  in  this  way, 
I  have  no  objection;  but,  for  myself,- 1  cannot 
consent  to  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing,  whenevera 
case  is  presented  where  there  is  any  semblance  of 
propriety  in  making  an  appropriation,  to  listen  to 
these  appeals  lo  my  sympathies,  and  they  would 
have  their  influence  when  sustained  by  law  and 
the  facts  of  the  case.  In  the  case  underconsidera- 
tion,  Mr.  Greenhow  was  the  assistant  law  agent, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  principal,  he  performed 
the  duties  of  ihe  law  agent 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.) 

Mr.  BOCOCK  look  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  hope  ray  col- 
league will  yield  me  the  floor  for  a.  moment,  to 
offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Then  I  move  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation to  J49!). 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlv]  allow  me  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  HontTou]  a  ques- 
tion .' 

Mr.  BAYLY.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SMITH,  (to  Mr.  HorsTojj.)  Is  not  the 
clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a 
clerk  in  the  State  Department ,  and  is  he  not  draw- 
ing salary  for  both  offices .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  clerk  lo  the  CommittM 


of  Ways  and  Means  is  a  clerk  in  the  First  Comp- 
troller's office,  and  my  understanding  is  that  he 
has  a  substitute  there  aiding  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  in  that  office.  The  duties  which  he 
performs  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
are  very  generally  transacted  out  of^  office  hours, 
both  at  night  and  in  the  morning,  while  others  are 
asleep. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
ssys  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  case  which  1  put. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     Well,  I  think  so. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  think  this  committee  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  say  that  I  am  nut  much  in  the 
habit  of  making  statements  in  this  House  loosely, 
and  without  some  knowledge  of  the  facts.  1  do 
know  the  fact  that  I  have  stated;  and  if  the  gentle- 
man ihinks  that  instances  of  the  kind  cannot  be 
found,  I  will  refer  him  to  his  industrious  clerk,  and 
he  will  hunt  him  up  plenty  of  cases.  Or,  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  take  the  trouble  himself,  he  will  find 
that  there  are  plenty  of  cases,  which  I  could  spe- 
cify; but  I  do  not  choose  to  be  invidious  in  that 
respect.  Butasto  theothercase  1  refer  to,  which 
is  more  immediately  in  point,  where  the  Comp- 
troller and  Treasurer  were  required  to  countersign 
Treasury  warrants,  ond  where  they  were  allowed 
extra  compensation  for  it,  I  stated  tliaT  here  with- 
out a  possibility  of  being  in  error.  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  in  this,  because  1  defended  the  thing  on 
this  floor,  standing  just  where  Mr.  Latham  is 
now. 

Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  Is  a  man  who  has  done 
the  duties  of  two  offices.  Well,  this  is  not  the 
ordinary  case  where  a  man  discharges  the  duty  of 
an  officer  who  is  absent,  and  where  he  draws  the 
difference  between  that  officer 's  salary  and  hisown. 
But,  as  my  colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  says,  the  Gov- 
ernment paid  for  the  service  of  but  one  officer,  and 
that  officer  did  the  duties  of  two  officers.  It  can- 
not be  possible  that  where  Congress  has  decided 
that  two  officers  are  necessary,  and  where  one, 
by  over-diligence,  does  the  duty  of  both,  that  he 
should  not  have  the  proper  compensation  for  his 
labor.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  strictly  a 
legal  claim;  but  I  say  that  it  is  one  which  ought  to 
be  allowed  and  granted — under  the  precise  circum- 
stances in  which  this  man  died — broken  down  by 
these  extra  labors.  Even  supposing  he  was  per- 
forming them  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  as  my  friend 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  maintains  he  was, 
if  he  had  been  in  the  Army  or  Navy  his  widow 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  pension .  I  say ,  that 
under  circumstances  of  this  sort,  we  are  not,  as 
we  are  asked,  to  put  the  case  under  the  iron  rnle 
of  the  pound  of  flesh,  because  it  is  nominated  in 
the  bond.     I  will  not  legislate  on  this  plan. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  pi-opoee  to  ask  m y  colleague 
(Mr.  Bayly]  for  the  proper  understanding  of  the 
question.  Would  not  the  Government  allow 
$10,000  for  the  discharge  of  these  duties? ,  Were 
they  not  all  discharged  by  one  man .'  And  is  there 
any  case  where  Government  allows  a  particular 
amount  for  discharging  a  particular  species  of  du- 
ties, that  such  amount  is  not  paid  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.     I  believe  not. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.    Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  want  a 
minute  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  BococK.]  The  gentleman  asks  hiscolleague 
whether  Government  did  not  allow  $10,000  for 
this  service;  and  if  there  is  any  case  where  Gov- 
ernment allows  a  certain  specified  amount  to  be  paid 
for  a  narticular  species  ol  work,  that  this  sum  is 
not  oil  paid  up.'  I  did  not  hear  what  his  col- 
league's answer  was. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     It  was,  that  I  believed  not. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  may  be  that  I  am  mis- 
taken in  this  thing;  but  if  1  am,  the  law  is  most 
wretchedly  and  improperly  administered.  I  say 
there  are  cases,  and  thousands  of  cases,  where 
money  is  appropriated  to  pay  for  services,  and  in 
which  the  offices  become  vacant,  and  there  is  no 
expenditure  of  the  money. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  That  was  because  the  services 
were  not  performed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  officer  who  discharged 
the  services  for  which  this  appropriation  is  asked, 
was  employed  to  perform  this  kind  of  service,  and 
he  could  do  no  more  than  what  would  entitle  him 
to  his  salary  of  $5,000  a  year,  unless  he  did  it  out 
of  ordinary  business  hours,  and  under  extraordi- 
nary circumstances,  which  show  that  he  devoted 
a  portion  of  his  own  time  to  its  accomplishment; 


for  that  is  not  expected  from  an  officer  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  That  is  just  what  he  did  do 
in  this  case.  He  worked  out  of  office  houra, 
before  breakfast,  and  at  late  hours  of  the  night. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
California  should  be  obliged  to  me  for  touching 
upon  this  subject;  for  this  is  the  first  time  that  such 
a  circumstance  has  been  mentioned  during  this  de- 
bate; and  it  is  the  only  point  which  gives  to  this 
case  any  claim  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Now,  the  idea  of  appropriating  $10,000  to  two 
officers — $5,000  apiece — and  because  one  of  them 
resigns,  or  does  not  discharge  his  duties,  giving 
the  whole  of  it  to  one,  inmost  extraordinary.  Sup- 
pose that  a  clerkship  should  become  vacant  in  one 
of  the  bureaus  of  a  Department  of  the  Government, 
or  thot  half  a  dozen  clerks  should  resign ,  according 
to  the  doctrine  here  contended  for,  the  remaining 
clerks  should  draw  the  salaries  of  those  whose 
offices  are  vacant 

Mr.  SMITH, ofVirginia,  (interrupting.)  There 
is,  in  this  very  bill,  an  appropriation  of  $6,000 
recommended  by  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  clerks  who  have  performed  duties  beyond 
their  regular  services.     It  is  in  these  words: 

To  pay  clerlCR  for  service!  performed  *>»  Cbickuaw 
Indian  buainew,  in  puniHancn  nf  the  rp|!ulaiian>  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  conforiniiy  with  tbe 
decision  of  Uie  late  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  $6,187  50. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  true;  but  there  the 
services  were  rendered  out  of  office  hours;  and 
such  was  the  proof  before  the  House  and  before 
thecommitue.  And  another  thijig,  the  sum  of  $iBO, 
which  was  to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  that  business,  was  fixed  by  law,  and 
.  the  clerks,  under  that  agreement,  ought  to  have 
been  paid  long  ago.  But  that  case  does  not  affect 
the  matter  now  under  consideration. 

I  did  not  expect,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  take  part  in 
this  discussion,  but  I  believed  that  my  friend  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  had  committed  an  error  in 
his  statement.  He  says  to  the  committee  that  he 
is  nrtt  in  the  habit  of  doing  so.  1  did  not  charge 
him  with  habitually  committing  errors.  I  have 
not  said  that  his  statements  are  not  correct.  I 
simply  said — for  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine 
them — that  I  did  not  think  they  were  correct. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Permit  me  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  I  know  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  the  gentleman  cite  a 
single  case,  and  I  will  look  into  it? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  will  refer  the  gentleman  to 
the  case  of  Judge  Mason. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  tbe  amoifl- 
ment  of  Mr.  Bayly,  he  withdrew  it  ? 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  move  an  amendment, 
lo  take  the  place  of  the  amendment  which  I  oflTered 
some  time  since.  It  is  to  insert  between  theword 
"to"  and  theword  "Robert"  the  words,  "the 
legal  representatives  of,"  so  that  it  shall  read: 

And  that  $5,0J0  of  said  sum  be  paid  to  tlie  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Robert  Greenhow,  Itc. 

1  wish  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  remark,  that,  as  a 
matter  of  strict  right  and  law,  a  party  who  per-  < 
forms  the  duties  of  two  offices  is  not  entitled  to 
be  compensated  for  both,  that  directly  the  con- 
trary is  true,  and  that  it  was  so  held  by  Judge 
Taney,  in  the  circuit  court  of  Maryland.  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  ej. 
White,  decided  that  where  an  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment performed  two  duties,  the  salaries  of 
which  were  fixed  by  law,  he  was  entitled  to  the 
compensation  of  both. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  submit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
if  the  precedents  which  the  gentleman  states  are 
all  correct,  it  is  no  reason  for  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment.  Because  Congress  has  done  wronjg 
once  in  allowing  double  pay,  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  do  the  same  wrong  again.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  man  performed  double  duties,  and  that  has 
been  assigned  as  n  reason  for  allowing  him  a 
doublecompensaiion.  Now,  sir,  the. salary  under 
which  he  was  appointed  was  amply  sufficient  to 
compensate  him  for  employing  all  his  time  in  the 
service  of  the  Government.  Thereare  many  men 
as  competent  as  he  who  would  be  glad  of  the  ap- 
pointment, with  all  the  duties  which  he  has  per- 
formed, at  the  salary  which,  under  law,  he  is  to 
receive. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  precedents  for  receiving 
doable  pay  for  performing  the  duties  of   two 
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,  of Vii^ia.    Mr.  Orecnfaow  was 


offieee.  Why,  sir,  i«  it  not  for  the  same  thing 
that  we  hear  ao  much  complaint  in  thia  House  in 
reference  to  those  who  auperintend  the  construc- 
tion of  the  wings  of  our  Capitol  ?  Is  not  the  com- 
plaint being  continually  made,  that  men  who  are 
reewving  regular  pay  a*  Army  officers,  are  allowed 
to  b*  employed  in  the  eonstmetion  of  civil  works, 
and  receiTe  the  compensation  of  civil  offieen  in 
addition .'  It  has  been  urged  that  it  is  wrong  that 
the  practice  should  be  allowed ;  and  I  think  it  is 
wrong;  bat  I  think  this  case  is  included  in  the 
same  category. 

Mr.  raillTH, 
.  a  lawyer. 

Mr.  BARRY.  That  makes  the  case  all  the 
stronger. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  military  officers  to  whom 
yoo  refer  do  not  perform  the  dutiea  of  both  the 
offices  for  which  tn«y  receive  compensation. 

Mr.  BARRY.  TMX  does  not  neeessarily  fol- 
low. An  officer  may  be  stationed  at  a  garrison 
with  all  the  duties  ofa  military  officer  toperform. 
He  may,  nevertheless,  accept  the  office  of  superin- 
tending the  construction  of  some  building  or  work, 
and  attend  to  his  duties  as  such,  and  then  at  night 
repair  to  the  garrison,  drill  his  men,  and  go 
through  all  the  autiea  required  of  him  as  a  military 
officer.  He  may  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of 
both  offices,  and  yet,  because  he  receives  the  pay 
of  the  two  offices,  we  hear  all  this  complaint.  I 
do  not  understand  that  this  assistant  law  agent 
Was  appointed  because  there  was  a  sufficient 
amount  of  business  to  employ  two  officers.  But 
it  was  necessary,  in  order  that  the  business  should 
progress,  that  one  should  always  be  present,  and 
to  provide  against  any  accident,  two  were  ap- 
pointed. This  is  my  understandine  of  the  reason 
of  this  appointment,  and  not  with  the  understand- 
ing that  one  should  receive  the  pay  of  both  when 
only  one  was  present. 

.  Mr.  MeDOuOALL.  I  wilt  state  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  eusistant  law  agent  was  appointed 
because  the  duties  of  Che  office  were  too  onerous 
to  be  performed  by  one  person. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they 
could  be  performed  by  one  person,  because  they 
have  been  discharged  properly,  as  I  understand, 
by  Mr.  Greenhow.  I  understand  that  he  has 
discharged  those  duties  well,  and  that  Justice' has 
been  done  to  the  Oovernment  in  every  respect. 
The  gentleman  says  that  Mr.  Oreenhow  died  while 
there.  Well,  sir,  there  have  been  many  persons 
who  have  gone  to  California  to  seek  for  gold  and 
have  found  a  grave.  But  because  he  went  to  Cal- 
ifemia,  and  died  there,  rou  propose  to  grant  a 
pension.  Sir,  if  you  undertake  to  grant  pensions 
for  all  who  have  gone  there,  and  have  there  found 
their  graves,  I  will  venture  to  say  you  will  find 
your  pension  list  flill  to  overflowing,  involving  an 
expense  beyond  anything  you  have  yet  provided 
for. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.    I  desire  to  refer  the 

f;entleman  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General, 
or  instance.  He  receives  a  salary  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  does  private  business  as  a  law- 
yer. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he 
does  not  devote  time  to  private  business  which  a 
proper  attention  to  public  business  requires.  In 
thia  case  the  agent  is  appointed  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office.  He  is  paid  for  discharging 
those  duties,  whatever  they  may  be;  and  if  Uiey 
require  him  to  devote  his  whole  time,  he  has  noth- 
ing to  complain  of. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  McDou- 
oall's  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  wish  to  propose  an 
amendment,  if  the  committee  will  permit  me  to 
have  a  section  of  the  law  read. 

Several  Meuberi.    Read  it. 

Mr.  HAVEIN.  There  is  one  section  on  page 
370,  vol.  9,  of  the  United  State*  Statutes,  which 
is  as  follows: 

••That  no  cleik  or  other  officer  dull  receive  the  »«lary 
ofaaraeereiaty  or  bead  orimreM  fbr  aetHif  or  heviiw 
acted  ia  Me  place  or  office,  wlUle  nid  Becraunr  01  bead  er 
kureeu  raceivea  nich  lalan." 
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Then  there  is  another  proviso  to  a  section  on 
page  542  of  the  same  volume,  which  is  aa  follows: 

"  Provided,  hoxMver,  Tbu  hereafter  tbe  proper  aeeouDt- 
iog  officer*  of  the  Treuury,  or  oUier  offieen  of  the  l7Bited 
Stales,  ataall  in  no  case  allow  to  one  individual  tbe  ealaiiee 
of  two  differani  officers  on  sccoont  of  having  performed 
tbe  duties  Uiereof  at  the  same  Ume.  But  this  prohibition 
shall  not  extend  to  tbe  Execntive  buildin(S.'> 

I  do  not  desire  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the 
subject;  but  as  so  much  has  Men  said  in  relation 
to  officers  receiving  double  pay  for  performing 
the  duties  of  two  offices,  I  have  read  thcM  sections 
of  the  law  for  the  purpose  of  settling  some  of 
these  matters. 

The  question  was  (taken  on  Mr.  Latham's 
amendment;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  Senate 
amendment,  aa  amended. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.    I  demand  a  division. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  his  call  for  a  division;  for  if  it 
be  persisted  in,  it  may  break  up  the  committee. 
When  we  get  to  the  House  we  can  have  the  ques- 
tion fully  decided,  and  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  if 
gentlemen  desire. 

[Cries  of  "Division!"] 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  desire  to  see  the  question 
settled. 

The  question  was  again  put;  and  there  were — 
ayes  for^>two— — 

Mr.  ORR.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Pbckuam  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  48,  noes  42;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  roll  was  accordingly  called,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  members  answered  to  their 
names. 

The  committee  then  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  rq>orted 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
tbe  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly  the  deficiency  bill  and 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto,  and  find- 
ing itself  without  a  quorum,  had  caused  the  roll 
to  oe  called,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees  to  be 
noted,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same  to 
the  House. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  committee  re- 
sumed its  session. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee 
found  itself  without  a  Quorum,  we  were  dividing 
upon  the  amendment  or  the  Senate,  as  amended; 
upon  which  tellers  had  been  ordered. 

The  tellers  resumed  their  places;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  again  put,  the  reported — ayes  forty, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  majority  of  a  quorum 
not  voting,  the  amendment  is  rejected. 

The  forty-second  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
then  read,  ae  follows: 

And  the  marshals  of  the  northern  and  soulbem  districts 
of  Caliibrnia  shall  lisve  the  same  mileafe  and  compenaa- 
tion  for  serving  procuses  issuing  from  said  commisaian  as 
are  allowed  to  die  sheriflk  Ibr  senrlng  similar  processes  by 
Uie  higher  courts  of  CaMlbmia  ;  and  the  same  mileage  and 
par  dMm  sliall  be  made  to  witnesses  aa  are  allowed  to  wlt- 
naaaea  by  Ibe  State  of  Califlmua. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  hope  the  gtatleman  from 
New  York  will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  will  not  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. There  has  evidently  been  a  drummiiig  up 
here  to  get  members  enough  to  make  a  quorum 
on  the  last  vote.  There  are  proviaiom  in  tha  bill 
which  ought  not  to  pass  without  a  ftall  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  a  division 
being  had,  there  were — ayes  37,  noes  64;  no  quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  ask  that  the  roll  be 
called. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  call  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 


Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Does  it  re- 
quire a  quorum  to  rise  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  necessary  to  have 
a  quorum  to  rise,  buttheremust  be  a  majority  ofa 
quorum  to  rise. 

Messrs.  WntBLSB  and  RoasiKt  were  ap- 
pointed tellsr*. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—<tyes  34,  noes  67. 

After  the  tellers  had  reported ,  several  other  votes 
were  given  on  both  sides,  about  which  there  was 
some  disagreement. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    Call  the  roll. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  it  is 
better  to  have  a  recount. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  tellers  will  take  the  count  again. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  The  tellers  have  already 
reported  once. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  commitUe  have  a 
right  to  have  a  recount. 

Ttt»  lellsrs  resumed  their  places;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  again  put,  the  tellers  reported — ayes 
36,  noes  70;  no  quorum  voting. 

rCries  of  "  Can  the  roll!"  "Call  the  r»ll!"l 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  move  that  the  commiUee 
do  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  cannot  be 
made,  as  the  committee  has  found  itself  without  a 
quorum. 

.  Mr.  EDMANDS.  1  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Chair,  whether  a  quorum  is  necessary  to  en- 
able the  committee  to  nse  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  quorum  is  not  neces- 
sary fbr  that  purpose,  but  a  majority  of  those 
present  is  necessary.  The  rules  are  imperative 
that  the  committee,  finding  itself  without  a  quo- 
rum, shall  cause  the  roll  to  be  called.  '' 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Will  it  be  in  ord«r  to  move 
that  the  eommittee  take  a  recess  f 

The  CHAIRMAN.    No  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  committee  can  rise  by 
unanimous  consent. 

[Cries  of  "Call  the  roll! 'T 

The  roll  Mraa  then  called, and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the  eommittee 
[Mr.  Chandler]  reported  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  bad,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  especially  the  Senate  amendments 
to  the  deficiency  bin,  and  finding  itself  without  a 
quorum,  had  ordered  the  roll  of  the  committee  to 
be  called,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  fhcts 
to  the  House,  together  with  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  absentees: 

Heasrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Appleton, 
Ashe,  Ball,  Barksdale,  Bennett,  Benson,  Benton,  Bissell, 
Bliss,  Bocock,  Bridges,  Brooks,  Bwdi,  CampbeU,  Carpen- 
ter,'Oaafcie,  Cbambeilaui,  Cbaae,  Cbrisman,  Cburebwell, 
Clerk,  Clingman,  Colqniti,  Cook,  Corwio,  Cox,  Cralge, 
Crocker,  Gnllom,  Cartis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dent,  Dc  Witt, 
Dick,  Dickinson,  DIsnnr,  Dowdell,  Dunham,  Eastman, 
John  M.  EllioM,  Engliab,  Ewiag,  Faulkner,  FeMon,  Frank  - 


Parker,  PiiUlips.Presnn,  Ready,  assse,  Blcbardson.  Tboe. 
Bitcbey, Seward,  Shannon, Simmons,  Gerril  Smiin,  Sol- 
len,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hestor  L.  Stevens,  Tweed, 
Warren,  Israel  Wasbbnm,  John  Wentwonh,  Wcstbrook, 
Daniel  B.  Wri^,  and  Yale*. 

The  SPEAKER.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three 
members  (more  than  a  quorum)  having  answered 
to  their  names,  the  Chairman  will  resume  the 
chair. 

The  committee  accordingly  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  was  the  last  motion 
made  in  committee  before  it  rose. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  And  a  majority 
voted  asunst  it. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  believe  the  question  is  upon 
the  forty-second  amendment.    I  have  but  a  word 
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more  to  say   in  explanation  of  it.    In  the  first 
place,  this  amendment  should  have  no  place  in  an 
appropriation  bill.     It  provides  that  the  marshals 
of  the  northern  and  southern  districts  of  Califor- 
nia shall  have  the  same  mileage  and  compensation 
for  servinfiT  processes   issued  from  the  commis- 
sion for  adjudicating  land  craims  as  are  allowed  j 
to  the  sheriffs  for  serving  similar  processes  issued  1 
from  the  higher  courts  of  California,  and  that  the  | 
same  mileage  and  per  diem  shall  be  made  to  wit- 
nesses as  are  allowed  to  witnesses  by  the  State  of  [ 
California.      Such   a  provision    should    have  no 
place  in  on  appropriation  bill,  and  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  accordingly  recommend  a 
non-concurrence  therein. 

Several  Members.  We  will  vole  it  down  with- 
out any  further  explanation. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Very  well;  then  I  will  say 
nothing  more. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  shall  vote  against  this 
amendment,  for  the  reason  that  1  want  a  general 
law  passed  upon  the  subject  which  will  reach 
other  cases  as  well  as  this.  The  last  Congress 
passed  a  law  regulating  the  fees  of  the  district 
attorneys  and  marshals,  and  other  officers  in  the 
Federal  courts,  and  they  have  regulated  them  in 
Buch  a  way  that  every  marshal  in  my  State  who 
has  to  go  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away  from 
home  cannot  defray  his  expenses  from  his  fees. 
Now,  sir,  I  want  a  general  law  passed  that  will 
reach  other  cases  besides  this  one  I  do  not  want 
special  legislation  which  will  providefor  the  wants 
of  California,  or  that  will  providefor  the  wants  of 
Michigan,  and  not  for  those  of  the  other  Slates. 
Let  a  general  law  be  passed,  by  which  all  these 
ofHcers  shall  receive  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  their  services. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word . 
The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  discussion  is 
in  order,  unless  the  gentleman  offers  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Is  it  not  in  order  to  show 
why  the  Senate  amendment  should  be  concurred 
in? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not,  unless  the  gen- 
tleman offers  an  amendment. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  move,  then,  to  strike 
out  the  last  word  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  the  vote  is  taken,  I  desire 
to  slate  one  or  two  facts  to  the  committee.  We 
have  a  commission  in  California  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  land  claims  in  that  State.  The  wit- 
nesses upon  the  part  of  the  claimants  are  brought 
there  by  the  interest  of  the  claimants  themselves; 
but  the  Government  have  an  important  duty  to 
perform,  in  resisting  unfounded  and  fraudulent 
claims.  Witnesses,  in  many  instances,  must  be 
brought  from  the  extreme  portions  of  the  State. 
Now,  under  the  present  law,  the  fees  of  the  mar- 
shals will  not  pay  their  traveling  expenses. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  let  a  general  law  be 
passed  raising  the  fees  of  other  marshals  as  well  as 
yours. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Why,  sir,  this  commis- 
sion is  to  last  only  until  the  3d  of  March  next; 
and  if  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  protect  the  interest  of  the 
Federal  Government,  are  to  perform  that  duty, 
you  must  furnish  them  with  the  necessary  means. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  impossible  to  defend  the  Govern- 
ment against  these  claimants;  they  must  have  wit- 
nesses brought,  and  you  must  pay  your  marshals 
a  compensation  that  will  enable  them  to  bring 
such  witnesses  as  may  be  required.  Now,  sir,  this 
is  a  subject  which  requires  immediate  attention. 
It  will  not  do  to  wait  the  slow  process  of  passing 
a  general  law.  I  said  this  commission  is  to  ex- 
pire in  March  next,  and  unless  some  provision  is 
passed  very  soon,  it  will  be  too  late.  It  will  not 
do  to  wait  until  next  winter  for  the  passage  of 
such  a  law.  The  Government  have  important 
interests  to  protect  in  preventing  its  lands  from 
being  taken  by  those  wno  have  no  legitimate  claim 
upon  them.  It  is  important  that  such  measures 
should  be  taken  as  will  prevent  the  Government 
from  being  robbed  of  its  lands;  and  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  I  understand  correctly, 
the  Federal  officers  in  the  Stale  of  California,  for 
serving  the  process  of  this  commission,  get  what 
the  officers  get  for  serving  the  process  of  the  courts. 
Mr.  PHELPS.  Double  the  amount. 
Mr.  LETCHER.  It  is,  then,  that  much  worse 
than  I  thought  it  was. 


The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  forty-third  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
next  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Tlial  llle  Secretary  of  the  Interior  tie,  and  lie  is  fiereby, 
directed  to  examine  the  claims  pres*:iiled  by  cenaiii  coun- 
ties ut'  tlie  late  'J'crritory  ot'  Inwa  lor  expenses  of  the  United 
States  district  court  wtiieli  were  paid  liy  said  counties  prior 
to  llie  udinl«sion  or  said  Territory  inlolhe  Union  asaSlate; 
and  if,  upon  such  examination,  he  is  sntistied  timl,  prior  to 
said  tune,  the  pioiCounUes  have  paid  money  wliicli,  in 
accordance  with  tfie  instructions  ol  Uie  First  t^ontptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  dated  iJeceiuber  19,  18-13,  should  have 
been  paid  by  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  said  Ter- 
ritory, he  is  directed  to  audit  and  allow  the  same. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  propose  the  following  as  a  substitute  for 
that  amendment: 

That  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  Is 
hereby,  directed  to  exaiiiinr  ihe  claims  presented  \iy  cer- 
tain counties  of  the  late  Territory  of  Iowa  for  exiwnses  of 
the  Uimed  Slates  district  court,  which  were  paid  by  said 
counties  prior  to  tlie  admission  of  saiil  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  a  State  ;  and  if,  upon  such  exaniiniition,  he  is 
saiistled  that  prior  to  said  limn  Ihe  said  counties  have  paid 
money  which,  in  accordance  wiih  the  instructions  of  the 
First  (;omptroller  of  Ihe  Treasury,  dated  19th  of  Llecember, 
184.1,  as  construed  in  the  repiirt  of  said  First  Comptroller  to 
the  riecrelnry  of  the  Inlt-rior  under  dati^  of  13th  ol  October. 
IS.'x*,  in  reference  lo  said  subject,  should  have  been  paid 
by  the  marshal  of  the  United  Slates  for  said  Territory,  he 
is  directed  to  audit  and  settle  Ihe  same. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  substitute  was 
adopted. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W  H  EELER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  beg  of  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  short  time. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    There  does  not  seem  to 
be  any  hurry  about  the  public  business.     It  was 
postponed  lately  for  a  week  and  better.     I  insist 
on  my  motion,  and  demand  tellers  on  it. 
Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wheel- 
er's motion;  and,  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes 
34,  noes  58;  no  quorum  voting. 
[Cries  of  "Call  the  roll!"] 
The  roll  was  called,and  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen members  answered  to  their  names,  being  less 
than  a  quorum. 

The  committee  then  roae;and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Chand- 
',  ler)  reported  that  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole 
1  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  gen- 
erally under  consideration,  and  particularly  the 
deficiency  bill  and  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto,  and  finding  itself  without  a  quorum,  had 
caused  the  roll  to  be  called,  and  the  names  of  the 
I  ab.ientees  to  be  noted,  and  had  directed  him  to 
1  report  the  same  to  the  House. 
I      Mr.  LETCHER.     As  there  is  no  quorum  here, 
I  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
i      The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
twenty  minutes  before  four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o  'clock , 
p.  m. 
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Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Jamestown,  New  York,  and  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Wellsville,  New  York,  praying  a  re- 
duction in  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  three  petitions  of  citizens  of  Niagara  coun- 
ty. New  York,  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  East 
Sagonaw,  Michigon,  praying  for  the  construction 
of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara;  which 
were  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  following  petitions,  &c.,  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  for  organizing  the  Territories 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table: 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Brandon,  Vermont; 

Petition  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  and  Vermont; 

Petition  of  Stephen  T.  Wheeler,  of  Columbia 
county.  New  York; 

Petition  of  clergymen  of  diflerent  denomina- 
tions in  the  State  of  Michigan; 


Two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Livingston  county,  Mich- 
igan. 
REPORT  FROIM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Afl'airs,   to  whom   was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  directing  that  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  case  of  David  Carter  and  Nancy  Thorn- 
ton, and,  also,  documents  relating  thereto,  sub- 
mitted a  report  on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AFRICANIZATION  OF  CUBA. 
Mr.  BENJAMIN.     I  desire  to  present  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  1  ask  may  be  rend. 

The  resolutions  were  read.  They  declare  that 
the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  view  with  regret  and 
alarm  the  policy  recently  inaugurated  by  the  Span- 
ish Government  inthelslandof  Cuba,  the  manifest 
object  and  effect  of  which  must  be  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  that  colony,  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  white 
race,  with  its  arts,  commerce,  and  civilization,  to  a 
barbarous  and  inferior  race;  and  also  that  the  eon- 
summation  of  this  policy  will  exercise  a  most  per- 
nicious influence  upon  thesocini,  commercial,  and 
political  interests  and  institutions  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  that  the  lime  has  arrived  when  the 
Federal  Government  should  adopt  most  decisive 
and  energetic  measures  lo  thwart  and  defeat  a 
policy  conceived  in  hatred  to  this  Republic,  and 
calculated  lo  retard  its  progress  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  move  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, who  have  now  this  subject  under  consid- 
eration, and  that  they  be  printed.  I  do  not  desire 
to  say  a  single  word  by  way  of  discussion  on  this 
subject,  nor  to  call  upon  me  the  reproof  of  the 
present  occupant  of  Ihe  chair,  [Mr.  Weller,]  for 
bringing  forward  any  matter  of  this  kind  at  an 
improper  moment  before  the  Senate.  I  wish, 
however,  to  slate  that  I  agree  with  every  word  of 
these  resolutions,  both  as  regards  their  statement 
of  the  policy  of  this  Government,  and  an  to  the 
facts  which  are  now  taking  place  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  and  to  express  my  regret  that  a  gentleman 
so  distinguished  as  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Clayton]  should  call  in  question,  as  he  did 
the  day  before  yesterday,  without  better  grounds 
to  question  than  he  coula  have  had,  the  facts  placed 
before  the  Senate  and  the  country  by  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Slidell.]  I  believe  thai  the  facts  as  staled 
by  my  colleague  can  be  thoroughly  substantiated. 
I  am  in  possession  of  further  facts  and  further 
evidence,  which  it  is  my  intention  lo  lay  before 
the  Senate,  as  soon  as  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  shall  have  made  their  report.  With 
this  simple  statement  I  move  the  reference. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  did  not  hear  the  firist  part 
of  the  honorable  Senator's  remarks;  but  I  under- 
stand him  now  lo  say  that  he  will  be  prepared, 
on  some  future  occasion,  to  show  us  that  the  Span- 
ish Government  has  a  deliberate  design  to  eman- 
cipate the  slaves  in  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  us  from  either  purchasing  or  taking 
the  island  by  violence.  Do  I  rightly  understand 
the  honorable  Senator  to  mean  so.' 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  1  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a  mathematical  de- 
monstration of  a  proposition  of  that  kind;  but  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  adduce  such  facts  and 
such  evidence  as  will  satisfy  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  so  far  as  it  can  be  satisfied  on  a  political 
subject  of  this  kind,  that  such  is  the  inlention  of 
that  Government. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  That  it  is  their  inlention  to 
emancipate  those  slaves  now,  at  this  lime? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  At  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  now  that  the  measures  which  have 
been  taken  are  aimed  at  that  very  object,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  the  design  is  now  in  progress  of 
execution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Then  I  understand  the  hon- 
orable Senotor  to  say  that  it  is  now  actually  in 
progress  of  execution.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  be  instructed  on  this 
subject;  but  I  must  express,  at  the  same  time, 
my  perfect  conviction  that  the  honorable  Senator 
will  never  be  able  to  make  out  the  facts  he  has 
staled.  I  have  no  belief  in  them  whatever;  and 
the  more  I  look  into  the  matter,  the  more  I  inquire 
in  regard  to  it,  the  more  perfectly  am  I  satisfied 
that  it  is  not  true  that  the  Spanish  Government 
intends  to  destroy  this  island,  except  in  this  con- 
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tingtney:  They  wiH  aot  prcciaalv  as  you,  sir, 
MTOttld  act,  or  any  otb«r  man  mi{;bt  act,  without 
bciDK  ceiMured  bo  much,  wbo  should  find  that  a 
piratical  Tesscl  was  about  to  seize  his  ship  and 
crew.  You  might  blow  up  your  powder  maga- 
zine in  such  a  case  as  that,  without  incurring  the 
censure  of  the  world.  That  is  all,  in  my  opinion, 
Mrhich  the  Spanish  GoTernment  contemplates.  If 
they  find  that,  from  any  quarter  of  this  Union, 
there  is  a  piratical  expedition  set  on  foot,  with  a 
view  to  take  the  island  from  them,  and  that  there 
is  a  certainty  that  the  island  will  be  taken  from 
their  possession  and  custody  by  that  means,  they 
will  blow  up  their  powder  magazine. 

The  Spanish  Government  has  given  us  notice 
of  that  for  many  years  back.  It  has  never  been 
concealed  by  them.  They  have  declared  over  and 
over  again,  more  than  ten  years  ago,  to  the  va- 
rious gentlemen  who  occupied  statics  at  the  head 
of  the  Stale  Department,  that  if  such  a  thing  as 
thai  should  be  done  they  would  ruin  the  island, 
rather  than  permit  us  to  take  it  in  that  manner. 
Now,  then,  let  the  honorable  Senator  understand 
last  precisely  ttie  difference  between  us.  If  he 
brings  proof  forward  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that,  he  only  brines  forward  proof  to  show  what 
I  concede;  but  I  deny,  from  the  evidence  before 
ine,.that  the  honorable  Senator  can  produce  any 
proof  whatever  to  show  that  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, in  the  present  condition  of  afiairsv  intends  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  in  Cuba,  or,  to  use  the  hon- 
orable Senator's  own  language,  that  such  a  scheme 
as  that  is  in  progress  of  execution.     , 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  I  did  not  hear  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
but  if  1  understand  them  as  commented  on  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  he  made  a  statement  that 
the  Spanish  Government  has  it  in  contemplation 
to  set  free  the  negroes  in  Cube  in  the  event  of  an 
invasion  of  that  uland,  or  an  insurrection  on  the 
inland. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  No,  sir;  that  wu  not  his 
statement. 

Mr.  GWIN.  If  it  is  denied  that  it  is  in  eon- 
temptation  by  the  Spanish  Government  to  set  the 
negroes  there  free,  in  the  event  of  an  insurrection, 
I  undertake  to  say  that  it  can  be  readily  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  honorable  Senator  will 
please  not  to  understand  me  as  denying  any  snch 
thing  as  that.  I  have  not  said  that,  in  the  event  of 
an  insurrection  in  the  ialand,an  insurrection  which 
should  take  the  government  of  the  country  out  of 
the  hands  of  Spain,  her  civil  authorities  in  the 
island  might  not  proceed  to  this  extremity.  I 
have  not  denied  that;  I  have  net  said  that  woald 
not  be  done.  What  I  have  said  is,  that  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana, in  my  humblejudgment,  cannot  be  substan- 
tiated, and  that  position  is,  that  there  is,  at  this 
time,  in  progress  of  execution,  a  sdieme  to  eman- 
cipate the  slaves  in  Cuba. 

Mr.  GWIN.  For  several  yean  back,  on  my 
way  to  take  my  seat  in  the  Senate,  I  have  stopped 
in  Havana,  and  I  was  distinctly  informed,  and 
apera  were  shown  to  me  in  which  the  threat  was 

eld  out  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  island  by  the 
authorities,  that  if  they  did  attempt  an  insurrec- 
tion, the  negroes  would  be  turned  loose  upon 
them.  This  has  been  known  to  be  the  policy  of 
that  Government,  and  it  has  deterred  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  island  from  resisting  the  oppression 
under  which  they  have  been  groaning  for  years. 
They  have  been  deterred  by  the  apprehension  that 
their  negroes  would  be  turned  loose  upon  them, 
and  armed  for  the  purpose  of  a  servile  insurrec- 
tion, in  the  event  of  a  revolution  in  the  island.  I 
have  not  a  solitary  doubt  that  there  is,  and  has 
been  for  years,  a  power  reposed  in  the  authorities 
there,  by  Spain,  to  free  every  negro  on  the  island, 
and  arm  them  in  case  of  a  revolution. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  said  before  that  I  do  not 
wish  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
and  I  am  very  loth  to  be  drawn  into  saying  any- 
thing on  a  matter  which  I  consider  now^to  be 
properly  before  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions of  this  body.  But  I  am  surprised,  sir,  in 
view  of  the  recent  developments,  in  view  of  the 
information  which  has  just  reachcKJ  as  from  Cuba, 
that  a  gentleman  of  the  experience  of  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  can  say  he  unhesitatingly  ex- 
presses his  disbelief  in  the  assertions  which  have 
been  repeatedly  made  by  different  Senators  upon 
thia  floor. 


e: 


Now,  sir,  those  of  us  who  are  aware  of  the  sys- 
tem by  which  the  Iskuid  ofCubais  now  governed 
— those  of  us  who  are  aware  of  the  fact,  that  there 
is  not  a  single  inhabitant  of  that  island  who  is 
allowed  to  nave  a  pointed  knife  in  his  family — 
those  of  us  who  are  aware  of  the  system  of  es- 
pionage which  now  prevails  in  the  island — those 
of  us  who  are  aware  of  the  threats  that  have 
been  repeatedly  made  by  the  Captain  General 
of  the  island,  that  at  the  first  indication  of  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  recover  their 
freedom,  their  own  slaves  shall  be  armed  against 
them — and  those  of  us  who  have  followM  up 
these  indications  and  these  facts,  and  who  are 
aware  of  the  system,  by  which  the  registry  of 
slaves  upon  the  island  is  conducted,  and  who  have 
looked  at  the  late  proclamation  of  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral in  relation  to  the  registry,  who  can  see  the 
fa&t  that  that  proclamation  will  produce  a  change 
in  the  status  of  the  black  population  of  that  island , 
can  by  no  possibility  entertain  a  doubt  of  the 
scheme  which  has  been  delioerately  formed,  and 
which,  I  repeat,  is  now  in  progress  of  execution 
upon  the  island. 

Sir,  we  all  know,  or  at  least  those  of  us  who 
have  paid  any  attention  to  that  aubjeet  know, 
that  for  a  long  series  of  'years '  past,  by  reason  of 
the  very  heavy  duties  which  have  been  imposed 
upon  the  transfer  of  slaves  from  one  proprietor  to 
another,  these  slaves  have  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  by  parol.  The  money  has  been  given,  and 
the  slavi  thus  passed  to  a  new  owner.  According 
to  a  recent  proclamation,  every  slave  in  the  pos- 
session of  an  individual  who  cannot  show  a  regis- 
tered title  to  him,  is  to  be  made  free  now  upon  the 
spot.  If  I  am  not  misinformed,  nearly  one  fourth 
of  those  who  are  really  slaves  upon  the  island  wtU 
be  made  free,  under  the  operation  of  this  procla- 
mation. There,  air,  is  the  very  first  step  towards 
what  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  has  termed  the 
Africanization  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  This  is  the 
last  piece  of  information  that  has  come  to  us  from 
that  island. 

.In  addition  to  this,  we  have  the  statements  made 
by  the  honorable  Senator  himself  the  other  morn- 
ing, in  which  he  assured  us  that  for  a  series  of 
years  past  the  black  population  of  the  ishind  has 
been  increasing  in  a  rapid  ratio.  Now,  every  one 
of  these  slaves  in  fact^-not,  I  believe,  sUves 
l^ally,  according  to  the  institutions  and  laws  of 
Cuba,  but  slaves  now  in  fact — are  to  be  set  free. 
All  those  who  are  actually  slaves,  but  who  have 
been  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  without  the  form- 
ality of  a  notarial  seal,  will  also  be  set  free  nnder 
this  proclamation  in  relation  to  registration.  These 
will  form  a  body  of  black  troops  to  assist  the 
Spanish  troops  against  the  white  population  of  the 
island. 

My  colleague,  in  the  speech  which  he  made  a 
short  time  ago,  that  attracted  so  much  attention 
in  the  country,  demonstrated  to  the  Senate  that 
the  intention  of  the  British  Government — and  it 
has  been  fully  shown  in  its  correspondence  and 
negotiations  with  the  Spanish  Government — is  to 
induce  the  latter  Government  to  consider  the  blacks 
and  whites,  upon  the  island,  as  one  common  pop- 
ulation, to  be  taken  care  of,  and  protected  by  one 
common  set  of  regulations  applicable  to  both 
classes  of  the  population. 

I  shall  not  go  further  into  this  subject  now,  sir; 
but  1  refer  to  these  facts  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  this  is  not  an  idle  apprehension,  that  it  is 
not  one  without  foundation;  and  when  the  discus- 
sion comes  up  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  ehow  the 
Senator  such  facta  and  such  proofs  as  wil!  shake 
even  his  well-formed  conviction  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Ij-ise  to  ask  what  is  the 
pending  question  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Weller 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  referring  the 
resolutions  which  have  been  presented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Louisiana  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  question  will  be 
taken  without  further  debate.  It  will  be  much 
better  to  have  the  debate  soms  up  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  rise  to  express  the  hope 
that  this  debate  will  not  be  continued.  1  do  not 
think  that  the  discussion  at  Uiis  time,  under  the 
circumstances,  is  calculated  to  lead  to  any  valu- 
able result. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  said  be- 
fore, that  I  did  not  propose  at  this  tims  to  go  «x- 


tensively  into  the  discussion  of  this  snbject;  but 
1  know  that  the  remarks  made  from  so  distin- 

Cished  a  source  as  my  honorable  friend  from 
laisiana,  will  be  calculated  to  make  a  deep  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  the  American  people; 
and  as  1  do  verily  believe  that  that  impression 
will  be  erroneous,  it'is  my  duty  to  arrest  it  now. 
It  is  my  duty,  so  for  as  I  have  light  and  knowl> 
edge,  to  explain  the  transactions  to  which  the 
honorable  Senator  has  referred,  and  which  b« 
thinks  are  conclusive  evidence  of  a  design  now  lo 
emancipate  the  slaves  in  Cuba. 

Sir,  I  do  not  stand  here  now — I  havs  never  stood 
here  or  anywhere — as  the  apologist  for  the  oppres- 
sions or  exactions  of  the  Spanish  Government,  or 
its  corruptions.  I  know  as  much,  perhaps,  on  that 
subject  as  most  gentlemen  here;  and  whenever  it 
aluiil  become  the  interest  of  my  country  to  expose 
them,  I  will  do  it  fully.  Sir,  it  is  all  important 
that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  should  not  be 
misled  on  this  subject;  but  that,  when  wedo  strike, 
we  should  strike  justly,  that  we  should  not  mis- 
conceive either  our  own  position  or  that  of  a  for- 
eign Government. 

1  say  again  that  I  deny  that  my  honorable  friend 
can  show  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  justify  the  asser- 
tion that  Spain  intends  now  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  in  Cuba,  and  that  such  a  scheme  is  in  prog- 
ress of  execution.  Now  is  the  time  that  the  true 
and  just  impression  should  go  forth  to  the  Amer- 
ican people.  Sir,  there  are  those  at  the  other  end 
of  the  avenue  whose  duty  it  is  to  investigate  this 
subject,  and  who  will  be  undera  fearful  responsi- 
bility both  to  God  and  to  their  country,  if  they 
suffer  a  wrong  opinion  on  this  subject  to  go  forth, 
and  the  minds  of  the  American  people  to  be  poi- 
soned with  untruth  in  regard  to  it.  1  will  do  this 
with  the  honorable  Senator,  knowing  nothing,  of 
my  own  knowledge,  of  the  opinions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  on  this  subject.  I  will  risk  the 
whole  issue  upon  the  opinion  he  will  give  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  or  the  country  about  it. 
If  he  will  say  to  me,  or  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni-  . 
ted  Stales,  that  he  believes  this  story,  I  will  yield 
up  my  convictions.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  credits 
the  story  at  all,  and  I  cannot  think  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Cabinet  credit  it.  They  are  the 
K roper  persons  to  investigats  the  matter.  They 
ave  time  to  do  it.  We  here  on  this  floor  can 
make  declarations  which  will  inflame  the  poblie 
mind.  The  people,  supposing  that  we  understand 
the  matter,  will  take  our  statements  as  correct, 
when  perhaps  we  are  not  so  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  subject  as  those  gentlemen  at  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue,  whose  duty  it  is  to  acquire 
light  and  give  it  to  the  people.  1  wish  to  wait  for 
them.  I  wish  the  State  Department  to  give  up  all 
its  secrets  upon  this  subject,  and  with  that  very 
view  I  moved, in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, the  resolution  which  my  honorable  friend, 
the  chairman,  [Mr.  Maioh,]  introduced  yester- 
dsy,  and  which  was  adopted,  calling  on  the  Stale 
Department  for  the  information  that  will  give  us 
light'on  the  subject. 

With  regard  to  the  fact  that  slaves  have  in- 
creased within  a  few  years  past  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  I  explained  the  reason  the  day  before 
yesterday,  in  a  ehort  speech  to  the  Senate.  I 
showed  that  our  own  countrymen  were  the  men 
who  had  thus  far  Africanized  Cuba,  by  building 
slavers  and  sending  them  and  selling  them  at 
Havana,  and  navigating  the  vessels  to  uie  coast  of 
Africa. 

I  think  my  honorable  friend  is  mistaken  in  re- 
gard to  the  numbers.  I  have  not  yet  learned  of 
more  than  five  thousand  being  imported  there 
within  the  last  sixteen  months,  though  there  may 
be,  and  probably  there  are  many  more.  I  bars 
been  apprised  of  the  cases  of  the  vessels,  called 
the  Jasper,  the  Silenas,  the  General  ds  Kalb,aiKl 
the  Lady  Suffolk,  notorious  piratical  davers. 
There  are  doubtless  many  others,  but  I  cannot 
believe  that  anything  like  a  hundred  thousand,  or 
one  half,  or  one  fourth  of  that  number  has  been 
imported  into  Cuba.  But  here  lies  the  mischief, 
towards  which  the  attention  of  the  American  Sen- 
ate ought  to  be  drawn.  If  we  are  ever  to  have 
this  island,  and  1  have  expressed  the  opinion  and 
entertained  it  for  many  years  back,  that  it  will  ona 
day  be  ours,  how  I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  wears 
deeply  interested  in  having  this  business  of  intro- 
ducing negroes  and  free  negroes  from  Africa 
stopped .  The  most  effective  wayofstoppingit,ia 
by  stopping  the  slave  trade  with  oar  own  vsuitf' 
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There  is  the  place  to  strike.  That  is  the  spot  at 
which  I  propose  to  strike;  and  desire  Congress  to 
strike. 

But,  sir,  the  negroes  brought  from  Africa  are 
detected  by  the  very  means  to  which  my  honor- 
able friend  has  alluded — by  the  registries  of  the 
true  slaves,  the  real  native-born  slaves,  on  every 
(State.  The  police  officers  visit  the  estate,  and, 
by  calling  the  roll,  and  examining  the  negroes, 
detect  whether  there  are  any  recent  importniions. 
If  !>o,  they  declare  them  free,  and  they  are  bound 
to  declare  them  free,  under  the  treaties  which 
Spain  has  made  with  foreign  Governmenls.  Then 
1  explained  further,  that  they  apprenticed  these 
slaves  for  one  year,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling these  miserable  creatures  to  live.  They 
are  unable  to  procure  their  own  subsistence. 
They  are  utterly  ignorant.  They  cannot  speak 
a  word  of  any  language  in  which  they  can  be  un- 
derstood, and  nobody  can  understand  them. 
They  know  not  how  to  labor,  and  they  would 
starve  if  they  were  not  apprenticed. 

Well,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  existence 
of  these  wretched  beings,  the  local  authorities  in 
Cuba  have  been  compelled  to  apprentice  them  for 
n  year.  It  is  my  opinion  that,  at  this  very  moment , 
these  negroes  are  felt  to  be  a  great  evil  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba,  and  they  would 
gladly  get  rid  of  them,  but  they  cannot.  They 
would  probably  be  very  thankful  to  uk  if  we  would 
take  them  away. 

But,  sir,  my  honorable  friend,  in  the  indulgence 
of  his  imagination,  tells  us  that  he  thinks  these 
negroes  wul  be  inlisted,  and  form  a  black  corps  of 
soldiers  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  attack 
made  on  the  island,  or  any  insurrection  in  the 
island.  Now,  sir,  I  would  ask  you,  [Mr.  Wel- 
LER  in  the  chair,]  who  have  been  somewhat  of  a 
military  man,  and  who  have  acquired  some  mili- 
tary knowledge,  to  tell  me  what  sort  of  soldiers 
these  would  make.'  They  are  wild  negroes  from 
Africa,  who  have  not  been  in  the  country  a  year. 
Would  they  not  make  a  splendid  regiment!  I 
should  like  to  know  how  you  or  anybody  else 
would  proceed  to  drill  them,  and  make  them  stand 
up  in  a  fight. 

Sir,  I  lament,  I  lament  deeply,  that  the  impres- 
sion has  gone  abroad,  and  from  such  distinguished 
sources,  that  this  evil  is  in  progress  of  execution. 
iVIay  we  not  wait  until  our  own  Qovecnment, 
until  the  President  has  spoken  on  the  subject.'  I 
shall  now  close  what  I  have  to  say  to-day,  with 
the  repetition  of  the  expression,  that  I  am  willing 
to  yield  up  the  whole  subject  if  you  will  show  me 
that  the  American  Secretary  ofState,orany  other 
man  who  ever  was  in  that  office,  acting  under  the 
high  responsibilities  of  that  position,  will  say  to 
the  Senate  and  the  world,  tnat  he  believes  this 
story  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  Cuba. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
subject  was  introduced  to  the  Senate  two  or  three 
weeks  since,  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana, [Mr.  Slidell,]  I  thought  a  very  general 
desire  was  manifested  by  all  parties  to  have  it 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
unembarrassed  by  discussion  previous  to  its  ref- 
erence; though  the  consent  given  to  the  reference, 
without  protest,  would  convey  the  idea  that  the 
Senate  generally  admitted  there  was.  grave  cause 
for  such  an  in({uiry.  But  since  that  time  other 
resolutions  of  inquiry  have  been  introduced  upon 
the  subject,  and  led  to  more  or  less  debate;  and 
to-day  the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
have  been  presented  to  us.  I  certainly  agree  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Ben- 
jamin,] that  the  most  appropriate  time  to  discuss 
the  matter  will  be  when  the  committee  shall  have 
made  a  report.' 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  by  those  who 
entertain  apprehensions  for  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, going  out  from  this  place  without  opposition, 
except  so  far  as  it  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  is  calculated  to  produce  very  serious 
effects.  It  produces  alarm  in  mercantile  circles, 
certainly  premature  and  unnecessary  now,  even  if 
it  be  not  without  sufficient  cause.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  Senators  to  give  way  to  their  imagin- 
ations, until  the  grounds  for  their  fears  have  been 
exhibited  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
or  the  Executive  authority. 

For  one,  whenever  a  crisis  in  Cuba  may  come, 
1  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  it;  but  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  see  that  the  circumstances  alluded  to  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  form  any 


f  round  for  ajiprehendins  that  a  crisis  is  at  hand, 
do  not  now  look  merely  at  the  facts  relied  upon 
by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana;  but  I  look  at  the 
condition  of  Spain,  at  the  condition  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  European  nations,  and  I  see 
nothing  to  warrant  any  such  apprehension.  For 
ourselves,  we  have  a  claim  unsettled  against 
Spain;  and  we  are  expecting  the  answer  of  the 
Spanish  Government  lo  that  claim.  We  are  ex- 
pecting the  arrival  of  an  officer  prepared  to  treat 
on  that  subject  and  on  all  subjects  whatever.  Why 
should  Spain,  deriving  $1,000,000  income  from 
Cuba,  desire  to  renounce  it.'  Why  should  she 
bury  in  the  ocean  her  colony  in  America,  the  last 
relic  of  the  New  World  given  to  her  by  Colum- 
bus .'  Her  exigencies  are  as  great  now  as  in  former 
times.  Then,  it  is  supposed  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment is  concerned  in  this  movement.  Sir,  1 
entertain  no  doubt  thai  it  may  be  safely  said  (Rat 
if  Great  Britain  occupies  any  position  in  regard 
to  this  question  now,  it  is  a  position  which  in- 
clines her  to  prevent  the  extremities  which  are 
dreaded  by  the  honorable  Senators  from  Loui- 
siana. Engaged  in  a  war  which  is  almost  certain 
to  become  a  continental  war  in  Europe,  which  is 
to  be  ashort  waronly  in  the  case  that  Austria  and 
Prussia  shalljoin  their  standards  to  those  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  which  is  to  be  an  interm- 
inable war,  a  ruinous  and  disastrous  war,  in  the 
other  event,  it  seems  to  me  that  Great  Britain  is 
now  under  bonds  to  keep  the  peace  with  our 
Government  on  this  question.  I  see  no  reason, 
therefore,  to  impair  the  confidence  of  the  commer- 
cial part  of  the  community, and  spread  over  them 
the  dread  of  evils  which  may  never  come. 

1  hope,  then,  that  this  question  may  rest  in 
tranquillity  for  the  present.  It  strikes  me  that  it 
is  calculated  to  produce  apprehensions  in  this 
country  in  relation  to  our  claims  on  Spain,  on 
Europe,  and  on  the  nations  of  the  world;  for  we 
know,  and  the  world  knows,  that  this  is  regarded 
by  some  as  the  favored  time  to  strike  at  the  in- 
terests of  Spain  in  Cuba,  and  at  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain. 

If  this  question  is  one  of  the  rising  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Cuba  to  assert  their  liberty,  that  is 
one  thing.  I  shall  desire  to  know  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  when  they  do  report 
on  this  subject,  on  what  ground,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent they  propose  to  intervene.  If  they  propose 
to  exert  the  influence  of  this  country,  as  it  has 
heretofore  been  exerted,  in  favor  of  efforts  for 
constitutional  freedom,  that  will  be  one  question; 
but  if  they  propose  to  control,  interfere  with,  or 
direct,  or  supervise,  the  local  matters  of  Cuba, 
then,  for  one,  I  am  decidedly  against  any  such 
intervention.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  general 
popular  sentiment,  and  any  action  that  may  be 
adopted  on  this  subject,  will  turn  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  what  is  proposed  is  a  simple  and 
moral  influence  felt,  and  necessary  and  justly  ex- 
cited in  favor  of  freedom,  or  an  attempted  regu- 
lation and  control  of  the  Government  of  Spain  in 
Cuba,  in  its  lawful  exercise  of  a  right  to  melio- 
rate the  condition  of  its  people. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders 

Mr.  MASON.    Let  the  resolutions  be  referred. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Weller 
in  the  chair.)  If  there  be  no  objection  the  resolu- 
tions will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

There  was  no  objection. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
now  have  its  second  reading. 

It  was  accordingly  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title:  "  A  bill  to  organize  the  Territories  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  bill   is  i 
now  under  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  1  have  no  desire  to  engage  I 
in  any  debate  upon  the  bill.  It  is  sufficient  to  ' 
state  that  it  is  precisely  the  bill  which  passed  the 
Senate  some  time  ago,  with  the  exception  of  the 
amendment  adopted  upon  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clattov.]  It  being 
the  Senate  bill,  with  that  isolated  exception,  it 
presents  no  new  issue,  no  new  question,  and  1 


therefore  ask  that  the  Senate  may  proceed  to  vote 

upon  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be  no 
proposition  to  amend,  the  bill  will  be  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  desire  to  renew  the  amend- 
ment which  was  offered  by  my  friend  from  Dela- 
ware, when  the  Senate  bill  was  under  our  consid- 
eration. It  is  to  amend  the  proviso  which  ia  in 
the  fifth  section,  as  follows: 

Provided^  That  the  right  of  RUlTrBge  anti  of  hoMlag  olBce 
Khnit  be  exercised  ODiy  by  citizens  of  the  United  Statev, 
and  iho»(e  who  ti.ivc  declared  on  oaih  their  intention  to  be- 
come Buch,  nnd  fhall  liavc  taken  an  oath  to  support  tbe 
Conulitution  of  tlie  United  StaIeK,  and  the  provinom  of 
this  act," 

— by  striking  out  the  words: 

'*  And  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oaUi  their  ioten- 
Uon  to  t>ecoRic  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  mp- 
port  the  Constitution  of  the  UnUed  Stales,  and  Uie  provifi- 
lons  of  Uiis  act.^ 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  my  object  in 
moving  the  amendment  is  obvious.  I  did  net 
hear  the  debate  in  the  Senate,  on  the  night  when 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
was  adopted;  but  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
reason  for  that  amendment  was  the  conviction,  on 
the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
elective  franchise  should  be  conferred,  wjtbin 
the  Territories,  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States 
only.  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  conceive  any 
reason  why  this  privilege,  which  peculiarly  be- 
longs to  citizenship,  should  be  extended  tu  those 
who  are  not  citizens  It  is  a  part  of  poliiicoi  sov- 
ereignty. It  seems  to  me  to  be  theessenlial  duty 
of  a  citizen,  but  of  no  one  else,  to  exercise  that 
power.  It  is  at  war  with  the  principles  of  all  gov- 
ernment, it  seems  to  me,  to  confer  upon  those  who 
ore  not  citizens,  the  power  to  control  the  Govern- 
ment through  the  right  of  suffrage.  That  right 
belongs  only  to  those  who  are  members  of  the 
body-politic,  and  no  foreigner  can  be  so  until  he 
has,  by  naturalization,  entered  into  the  compact 
which  constitutes  him  one  of  the  political  com- 
munity. 

1  aifmit  that  the  legislation  of  the  country  has 
been  somewhat  irregular  in  this  particular.  I 
know  that  that  irregularity  dates  from  a  very 
early  period  of  our  history.  I  know,  for  example, 
that  in  theordinanceof  1787,  which  organized  the 
Northwest  Territory,  we  provided  that  when  there 
were  five  thousand  male  inhabitants  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  they  should  have  a  legislative 
fovernment,  and  that  the  right  of  suffrage  should 
e  committed  to  those  who  were  citizens  of  one 
of  the  United  States,  and  had  certain  property 
qualifications,  or  lo  those  who  had  resided  two 
years  in  the  district  and  had  certain  larger  prop- 
erty qualifications.  But  there  was  a  manifest 
reason  for  that  which  does  not  apply  now.  At 
that  time  we  had  no  Federal  Government,  no 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The 
right  was  confined  to  the  citizens  of  one  of  the 
United  Slates;  and  it  was  manifest  that,  as  there 
was  no  general  power  under  the  Confederation  to 
constitute  citizens  of  the  United  States,  a  man 
might  have  resided  in  the  Territory  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  without  acquii-ing  citizenship  in  the 
Territory  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  naturalization. 
The  only  citizens  then  known  to  the  law  were 
citizens  of  the  respective  States  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. Well,  sir,  inasmuch  as  a  man  who  resided 
in  that  Territory  for  any  length  of  time  could  not 
thereby  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  there  was  no  power  to  make  him  such,  it 
seemed  to  be  somewhat  reasonable  that  the  right 
of  voting  should  be  given,  in  that  case,  to  all  the 
residents  in  the  Territory  under  the  condition 
prescribed  by  the  ordinance  which  supposed  them 
to  be  assimilated  in  interest  and  feeling  with  those 
who  were  citizens  of  one  of  the  United  States;  a 
freehold  to  the  amount  of  fifly  acres,  and  a  resi- 
dence in  the  district  of  two  years,  I  think,  was 
the  requisition  in  this  case. 

That  provision  was  successively  extended  to 
the  different  Territories  organized  out  of  the  North- 
western Territory.  It  was  extended,  I  believe, 
also,  to  the  Territories  southwest  of  the  Ohio,  not 
in  precise  terms,  tii  totidem  verbis,  but  by  a  general 
provision,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  SouUiwest- 
ern  Territory  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  ancl  advantages  which,  by  the  ordinance, 
were  given  to  those  in  the  Northwestern  Territoiy. 
Some  similar  provision  was  introduced  into  the 
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act  for  organizing  the  Territory  of  MiMiaaippi.in 
1798,  when  we  placed  it  under  an  Executive  gor- 
ernment.  Bat  it  is  a  little  carious  that,  in  1808, 
Congress  passed  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
ftage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Whether  there 
had  been  any  elective  Legislature  in  that  Terri- 
tory up  to  that  time  I  do  not  know,  but  I  presume 
there  had  not;  at  least  I  am  not  able  to  find  any  evi- 
dence of  it,  and  I  suppose  that  it  was  governed  as 
was  the  Northwest  Territory,  by  a  Governor  and 
judges.  But  in  1808,  Congress  passed  an  act  to 
extend  the  right  of  sufirage  in  the  iMinissippi 
Territory,  and  that  act  expressly  restricted  the 
elective  franchise  to  those  who  were  citizens  of 
the  United  l^tates,  and  besides,  possessed  the  ne- 
eemary  property  qualifications.  That  was  the 
earliest  act  which  1  can  find  in  which  the  policy 
of  the  Government  was  to  confine  the  elective 
franchise  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  1813, 
Are  organized  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  there 
we  expressly  limited  the  right  of  suflrage  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  Afterwards  we  organ- 
ized the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  applied  to  it 
the  provisions  or  the  act  oiganizine  the  Territory 
of  Missouri.  When  we  organized  Iowa  and  Wis- 
—consin  we  also  limited  the  light  of  the  elective 
franchise  to  those  who  were  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  so  we  did  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico 
as  late  as  1850. 

We  have  departed  from  that  rule  in  regard  to 
the  lately  organized  Territories  of  Oneon,  Min- 
nesota, and  Washington.  In  Tteaii  to  these 
three  Territories,  the  provision  which  extended 
the  elective  franchise  to  those  who  are  not  citi- 
zens, I  think  never  entered  into  the  consideration 
of  any  member  of  the  Senate.  I  have  looked  over 
the  debates  on  the  Minnesota  bill,  and  I  do  not 
find  anything  said  on  the  subject  when  that  bill 
was  under  discussion.  In  regard  to  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, there  was  perhaps  a  peculiar  reason  why 
Congress  should  be  more  liberal  than  in  regard 
to  outer  Territories.  I  presume,  however,  that, 
in  regard  to  all  of  them,  the  provision  was  estab- 
lished in  consequence  of  the  attention  of  Congress 
being  absorbed  by  subjects  of  much  greater  im- 
portance. Be  that  as  it  may,  these  three  later 
precedents  being  the  only  cases  of  extending  the 
franchise  to  those  who  are  not  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  have  only  declared  their 
intentions  to  become  such,  seem  to  be  entitled, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  but  little  consider- 
ation; at  all  events,  they  should  not  overrule  the 
precedents  which  I  have  mentioned  in  the  Terri- 
tories gf  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico. 

But  I  see  this  bill  provides,  that  while  the  alien 
who  may  have  come  into  theTerritory  onlj  the  day 
before,  may  entitle  himself,  by  a  declaration  of  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  to  exercise  this 
privil^e  of  citizenship,  and  vote  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  government,  or  in  the  election  of  those 
who  are  to  conduct  it,  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman, 
or  marine,  or  any  other  person  in  the  Army  or 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  allowed  to 
vote  or  hold  office  in  the  country. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  desire  to  correct  the  Sena- 
tor; "  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  by  reason  of 
being  stationed  there,"  is  the  reason  of  it.  He 
may  De  a  resident  and  citizen  elsewhere;  and  he 
is  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote  by  reason  of  being 
stationed  in  the  Territory. 

Mr.  FEARCE.  Then  a  man  who  is  stationed 
there  by  orders  of  his  Government  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  vote  because  he  is  a  citizen  of  some 
State  of  the  Union;  but  the  alien  who  may  go  in 
the  day  before  he  declares  his  intention  to  become 
a  citizen,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  though  not  a 
citizen.  That  is  practically  declaring  that  our  nat- 
uralization laws  snail  have  no  force  at  all  in  this 
Territory,  and  placin|;  the  newly  arrived  foreign 
emigrant  above  the  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
1  can  conceive  of  no  higher  exercise  of  the  right  of 
citizenship  than  that  of  voting,  unless  it  be  the 
right  of  being  elected  a  Representative;  yet  you 
propose  to  bestow  it  upon  one  who  may  never  pro- 
ceed further  than  the  declaration  of  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen,  though  that  declaration  may 
never  be  carried  out,  and  tlie  party  may  never  be- 
come a  citizen  at  all. 

There  is  another  section  of  this  bill  which,  in 
effect,  repeals  the  Missouri  restriction  of  1820, 
and  proposes  to  jgubstitute  for  that  restriction  the 
authority  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  regu- 
late their  own  domestic  institutions.    It  is  true 


that  the  section  does  not  expressly  provide  that  the 
Territorial  Legislature  may  prohibit  slavery,  or 
establish  it  at  their  own  will.  Some  gentlemen 
doubt  whether  it  is  competent  for  Congress  to 
confer  this  power  upon  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture; whetherthe  Constitution  allews  such  a  grant 
of  power.  So  the  general  declaration  is  mide  in 
this,  section  that  **  toe  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act  is  to  leave  the  people  thereof  free  to  form 
and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their 
own  way,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  This,  while  it  does  not  in  terms 
invest  the  Territorial  Legislature  with  the  power 
to  establish  or  prohibit,  impliedly  does  so  provided 
nothing  in  the  letter  or  spirit  or  the  Constitution 
inhibits  it. 

While,  therefore,  the  effect  of  this  provision  is 
doubtful  or  doubted,  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
the  bill  proposes,  in  this  indirect  manner,  to  invest 
the  people  of  the  Territory,  so  far  as  Congress 
constitutionally  con,  with  the  power  to  decide  the 
question  of  slavery  or  no  slavory ;  and  this  power 
IS  conferred,  as  well  on  the  alien  who  has  been 
long  enough  in  the  Territory  to  declare  his  inten- 
tion to  become  a  citizen,  as  upon  the  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  is  so  by  birth  or  naturalization. 

Now,  I  am  not  willing  under  any  circumstances 
to  bestow  the  elective  mnehisc  upon  one  who  is 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whatever  prece- 
dents there  may  be.  Still  less  am  I  inclined  to 
bestow  it  upon  him  when  he  is  to  be  invested  with 
authority  to  control  this  question  which  Congress 
has  not  settled,  and  cannot  settle,  to  its  own  satis- 
fiiction,  and,  therefore,  to  be  rid  of  its  emborrass- 
msnts,  has  transferred  to  theTerritories  themselves . 
If  this  question  is  to  be  left  to  the  people  of  the 
Territories,  (and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is 
as  wise  as  any  thing  else'which  can  be  adopted,) 
let  it  be  left  to  those  people  of  the  Temtories 
who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  under- 
stand our  Government,  who,  whether  native  or 
naturalized,  have  been  living  long  enough  in  the 
United  States  to  have  obtained  some  familiarity 
with  our  institutions,  who  have  acquired  an  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  it. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  many  of  our  naturalized 
citizens  are  distinguished  for  earnest  patriotism, 
and  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  our  public 
affairs. 

But  let  us  not  confer  power  over  this  delicate 
and  disturbing  question  upon  those  who  have 
merely  declarM  their  intention  to  become  citizens, 
who  may  never  become  citizens,  who  cannot  claim 
suffrage  as  a  right,  and  who,  by  the  theory  of  our 
naturalization  laws,  are  not  supposed  to  be  com- 
petent to  exercise  it. 

For  these  reasons  F  have  offered  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
correctly  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  that 
this  is  the  same  bill  which  we  passed  in  the  Senate 
sometime  since,  with  the  exception  of  one  very  im- 
portant provision,  respecting  tlie  rights  of  unnat- 
uralized citizens. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  may  be  well  to  state  that 
it  contains  some  verbal  alterations  in  its  grammati- 
cal construction,  but  there  is  no  variation  in  sense 
with  the  exception  mentioned  by  the  Senator. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  Senator  is  correct, 
and  as  I  do  not  wish  to  open  the  debate  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill  again,  I  will  only  consider  the 
section  respecting  the  qualification  of  voters,  which 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Pearce]  has  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
clause  authorizing  unnaturalized  citizens  to  vote. 
The  section  authorizes  all  free  white  persons  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  to  vote  at  the  firat  election, 
including  foreigners  who  have  not  become  citizens 
but  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such, 
and  excluding  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army . 
So  that  a  foreigner  unacquainted  with  our  language 
or  laws,  not  twentv-four  hours  in  the  Territory, 
and  who  has  not  oeen  in  our  country  ten  days, 
can  vote  without  paying  a  tax,  and  General  Scott, 
if  he  happened  to  be  there  iommonding  our  trtiops, 
could  not.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land has  moved  what  is  called  the  Clayton  amend- 
ment, which  restricts  the  right  to  vote  to  those  who 
are  citizens,  either  native-b>m  or  those  who  have 
become  such  under  our  naturalization  laws,  and 
as  I  voted  for  it  when  the  bill  was  before  the 
Senate  upon  another  occamon ,  and  have  seen  no 
reason  for  changing  my  vote,  I  will  do  so  again. 


The  right  to  vote  and  take  part  in  the  Govern- 
mrat  is  a  high  privilege,  and  I  hold  that  it  should 
only  be  exercised  by  those  who  have  become 
citizens  and  entitled  to  the  rights  and  immunities, 
and  who  have  incurred  the  obligations  of  dtizen- 
ship.  I  will  hereoAer  state  how  an  alien  may 
become  a  citizen. 

There  has  been  many  misrepresentations  made 
respecting  the  effect  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
It  has  been  said  that  those  who  support  it  desire 
to  disfranchise  foreigners,  which  is  not  the  fact. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Clajrton  amendment  was 
stricken  out  by  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the 
example  fiimished  in  the  bills  erecting  the  Terri- 
tories of  Utah  and  AVte  Mexico,  when  the  truth  is 
that  the  Clayton  amendment  makes  it  conform  to 
those  bills,  as  I  will  presently  show.  And  those 
billp  were  part  of  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850,  and  better  considered  than  any  othen.  The 
amendment  now  under  consideration,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  required  by  the  true  spirit  and  meaninc 
of  ue  Constitution,  by  sound  policy,  and  Justified 
byprecedent. 

The  Constitution  in  the  eighth  section  says. 
Congress  may  "  establish  a  ul^/brm  rule  of  natu- 
ralization." Therefore,  whenever  Congress  acts 
it  must  make  the  rule  uniform.  Well,  Congress 
has  established  a  rule  by  an  act  passed  in  1803, 
requiring  five  yeara  residence  before  admission  to 
citizenship,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
another  rule  for  Nebraska.  And  what  good  rea- 
son can  be  given  for  it.  Why  should  an  alien  have 
greater  privileges  in  Nebraska  thiui  in  Pennsylva- 
nia.' I  voted  to  extend  the  present  naturalization 
laws  over  the  Territorv  of  Nebraska,  nothing, 
more.  By  whom  should  this  Government  be  car- 
ried on — by  citizens  either  native-bom  or  natural- 
ized ,  or  by  foreignera  ?  And  how  does  an  alien  be- 
come a  citizen  m  this  country  ?  Only  under  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  I  have  cited  and 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance  thereof. 
And  can  the  right  to  vote  properly  appertain  to 
another  than  a  citizen'  If  foreigners  can  have  and 
enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  tht 
highest  one  of  which  is  to  vote,  why  did  our  fbre- 
fauiers  "  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion ?"  and  why  have  so  many  aliens  conformed 
to  it?  The  section  under  consideration  says,  any 
free  white  man  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
(and  such  is  the  law  in  all  the  States)  shall  vote, 
ice.  So  that  we  require  a  native-bom  person, 
acquainted  with  our  language,  educated  in  our 
schools,  &c.,  to  be  twenty-one  yeara  of  age  be- 
fore he  is  thought  fit  to  exercise  the  high  privilege 
of  an  elector.  Ourforefathera  wisely  thought  that 
foreigntrs  should  take  five  years  to  become  trained 
in  the  ways  of  republicanism,  acquainted  with 
our  people,  our  laws,  our  complex  machinery  of 
government,  &c.,  and  I  concur  in  opinion  with 
them.  This  Government  can  only  be  maintained 
by  an  intelligent  exercise  of  the  electijre  franchise. 
Hence  we  nave  always  heretofore  confined  the 
right  to  vote  to  fret  wlate  persons  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  yeara  who  are  native-bom,  and  to 
aliens  who  have  been  in  the  country  five  years, 
and  complied  with  the  provisions  of  our  naturali- 
zation laws.  Our  views  of  constitutional  liberty 
differ  very  much  from  European  notions  of  liberty. 

It  may  be  profitable,  Mr.  President,  to  examine 
the  action  of  Congress  under  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  requinng  an  "  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization." In  1789  the  Government  went  into 
operation  under  the  present  Constitution,  and  on 
the  2Cth  of  March,  1790,  the  firat  naturalization 
law  was  passed,  requiring  two  yeara'  resMence, 
one  year  in  the  State  where  the  application  is 
made,  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  Ac.  To- 
Mwrd  the  close  of  Washington's  admmistntion, 
on  the  39th  of  January,  1795,  an'  act  was  passed 
requiring  five  yeara'  residence,  three  yeara'  declar- 
ation of  intention,  oath,  and  proof  of  good  moral 
character,  &c.  In  1797,  the  old  Adams  party 
came  into  power,  and  on  the  18th  of  June,  1798, 
an  act  was  passed  requiring  fourteen  yean'  resi- 
dence, five  yeara  in  the  State  in  which  the  appli- 
cation is  made,  oath,  and  proof  of  good  moral 
character,  &c.  In  1801,  the  Jeffcraonian  Demo- 
cratic party  come  into  power,  and  on  the  14th  of 
April,  1802,  passed  an  act  requiring  five  yeara' 
residence,  declaration  of  intention  two  yeara'  re- 
nunciation of  allegiance  to  any  foreign  Prince, 
&e.,  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  proof  of 
«>od  moral  characur,  Ac.  Thia  law  has  now 
been  in  force  for  more  than  fitly  yean.    It  was 
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intended  to  be  a  liberal  one,  for  the  country  was 
then  almost  a  wilderness.      It  was  satisfactory  I 
to  the  alien  at  that  lime,  and  should  be  so  now.  ^ 
Any  attempt  to  modify  it,  or  to  denounce  those 
who  are  willing  to  stand  by  it,  on  the  part  of  the 
emigrants,  will  create  a  counter  sentiment,  highly 
injurious  to   them.     The  statistics  of  emigration 
show  that  up  to   1840,  only  one  million  of  emi- 
grants had  arrived  in  the  country;  now  wereceive 
annually,  near  four  hundred  thousand.     During 
the  next  three  years,  we  will  receive  as  many  as 
we  did  for  thirty-five  years  prior  to  1840.     I  nave 
no  feeling  of  hostility  to  them.     I  want  them  to 
come  here  and  enjoy  religious  and  political  free- 
dom, protection  to  person  and  properly,  and  in 
due  season  to  become  citizens  and  take  part  in  the 
government;  to  vote  and  tohold  office.     Any  man 
who  pretends  anything  more  for  them  is  not  their 
true  friend.     The  wise  portion  of  them  do  not 
wish  any  thing   more  themselves.      Up   to   the 
present  time  foreigners  came  here  to  be  American- 
ized, not  to  un-Americanize  ua.     But,  I  confess  I 
have  witnessed  some  recent  demonstrations  that 
do  not  please  me.     The  movements  of  Kossuth 
in  this  country  did  him  no  credit,  and  since  he  re- 
turned, he  has  issued  an  address  to  the  German 
people  of  this  country  to  take  action  against  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  for  rejecting  a  gentle- 
man nominated  by  the  President  for  consul  at 
London.     German   meetings  have  been  held  in 
dilTerent  parts  of  the  United  States  to  denounce 
those  who  support  this  bill,  and  I  believe  they 
went  80  far,  in  some  places,  as  to  burn  the  hon- 
orable and  distinguished  Senator  from  Illinois  in 
effigy.     But,  air,  1  do  not  hold  the  great  mass  of 
them  responsible  for  these  acts.     The  honest  and 
industrious  German  does  not  wish  to  meddle  un- 
seasonably in  politics,  nor  does  the  generous  and 
warm-hearted  Irishman  whoseheart  beats  respon- 
sive to  the  bold  anlhem  of  "  Erin-go-braugh." 
Those  who  set  themselves  up  for  leaders  among 
them,  who  claim  to   be  the  special  guardians  of 
their  rights,  who  pretend  to  have  the  same  religion 
that  they  have,  that  they  may  sell  them  out  in 
election  times,  either  for  money  or  office,  are  their 
worst  enemies.     I  have  seen  a  good  many  claim 
office  on   the  allegation  that  they  influenced  this 
or  that  portion   of  the  alien  vote,  and  threaten 
those  in  power  with  the  displeasure  of  the  voters 
of  foreign  birth  if  they  were  not  gratified.     Did 
we  not  see  General  Scott,  the  gallant  old  chief, 
who  fought  during   the  war  of  1812  upon  our 
northern  frontier,  and  who  had  carried  the  stars 
and  stripes  of  our  country  in  triumph  to  the  halls 
of  the  Montezumas,  talking  during  ihe  last  presi- 
dential canvass  about  the  "  rich  Irish  brogue,  and 
the  sweet  Gfrman  accent."     It  was  a  humiliating 
spectacle.     For  my  part,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  see 
our  candidates  making  appeals  either  tour  against 
any  portion  of  our  emigrant  population.     I  wish 
them  to  feel  as  American  citizens,  and  net  as  such 
at  the  proper  lime.     But  when  they  hold  separate 
meelings,  why,of  course,  they  induce  native-born 
American  citizens  to  hold  meetings  and  organize 
against  them. 

Mr.  President,  I  think  I  have  pretty  clearly 
shown  that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
sound  policy,  require  aliens  to  become  citizens 
under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  I  have  referred 
to,  and  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  before  claiming  the  right  to  vote.  Our 
own  people,  moving  from  one  Stale  to  another, 
cannot  vote  in  the  Slate  into  which  they  move 
until  they  have  resided  therein  for  some  time,  and 
paid  tax.  In  most  of  the  States  it  is  two  years; 
in  some  one  year,  and  in  a  few  six  months.  Some 
time  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  laws  and  the  people 
among  whom  they  reside.  I  will  now  proceed  to 
show  that  the  section,  as  it  comes  to  us  from  the 
House,  is  a  departure  from  previous  legislation. 

The  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  organizing 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  prior  to  the  adoption 
ofthe  Constitution,  contained  this  provision.  The 
Southwestern  Territory  was  afterwards  organized 
with  a  similar  provision: 

"  Provitledf  That  no  person  be  eligible  oi  qualiftpd  to  act 
as  a  ffpreseiilalive  unless  hn  shall  hnvc  bocn  a  cUlxen  of 
flneo/"/Ae  Uttited  Slates  three  years,  and  le  a  residonl  in 
tliH  dislrici,  or  unless  he  shnll  have  resided  in  Ihe  disliirl 
three  yeiira^  and  in  either  ease  t<hall  likewise  hold  in  liis 
own  right,  in  fee-oiroiilo,  Ivvo  hundred  acres  of  laiid  wilhin 
the  satne;  Profidtf.l,  atsfj,  Tliat  a  freehold  in  filtv  acres  of 
land  in  the  dislrict,  Marine  ftcen  a  citizen  of  one  of  Ihe  Statrs, 
and  being  residenl  in  the  diairici,  or  the  like  freehold  and 


two  years  residence  in  the  district,  shall  be  necessary  to 
qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  of  a  represenlati vv. " 

In  1808  Congress  passed  the  act  alluded  to  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland.  It  not 
only  required  citizenship,  but  a  certain  amount  of 
property.     It  reads  as  follows: 

^' That  every  free  while  male  person  in  the  Mississippi 
Terrllury,  above  the  age  of  iweniy-ortu  years,  having  been 
acUiieno/the  I/nifrif  Slafe«,  and  resident  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, one  year  next  preceding  an  election  of  tepreseuta- 
llves,  and  who  has  a  legal  ur  equitable  litle  to  a  uact  of 
land,  by  virtue  of  aiiy  act  of  Congret>s,  ur  who  may  become 
the  purchaser  of  any  Irael  of  land  IrDin  the  tJiiiled  Hiaies 
of  Ihe  quantity  of  fifty  acres,  or  who  may  hold  in  his  own 
rielil,  a  town  lot  ofthe  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  within 
the  said  Territrry,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  representa- 
tives to  the  Gciieial  Assembly  of  said  Territory." 

In  1819  Congress  authorized  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Con- 
gress, and  then  a  slight  departure  took  place,  but 
still  not  so  great  as  is  now  proposed.  A  residence 
of  one  year,  and  the  payment  of  a  tax,  was  re- 
quired to  qualify  an  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  to 
vole.  The  section  under  consideration  neither 
requires  prior  residence,  payment  of  tax,  nor  evi- 
dence of  intention  to  remain  in  the  Territory,  or 
naturalization.  The  following  is  the  law  to  which 
I  refer: 

"Sec.  2.  .flnrf  he  it  farther  enaeteitj  That  every  fiee 
while  male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  therein  one  year 
next  precedinfc  an  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a 
county  or  territorial  tax,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such 
election  for  a  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Ignited  States, 
in  such  manner,  and  at  such  limes  and  places,  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  tiovcnior  and  judges  of  said  Territory." 

In  1836  Congress  organized  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1838  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 
The  territorial  law  passed  for  Iowa  is  in  the  same 
language  as  that  contained  in  the  Wisconsin  bill. 
The  fifth  section  of  both  contains  a  significant 
proviso: 

"  giEc.  5.  >^ntt  he  it  further  enactedy  That  every  free 
white  male  citizen  of  ihe  United  States,  above  the  age  of 
Iwenty-onc  years,  who  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  said 
Territory  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vole  at  the  lirst  election  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
witliin  the  said  Territory;  but  the  qualifications  of  voters 
at  all  subsequent  elections  shall  be  such  as  shall  be  de- 
termined by  the  IjCgislative  Assembly  :  Provided,  That  tite 
rieht  of  tukra^e  thatt  be  exercited  only  by  citiztnt  oj  the 
ifiiUed  Slatei." 

In  1848  theTerritory  of  Oregon  was  organized, 
and  then  a  still  greater  departure  took  place;  but 
still  the  law  required  a  residence  in  the  Territory 
at  the  limr  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  in  this  re- 
spect it  dilTers  from  the  legislation  now  proposed. 

Then,  sir,  we  come  to  the  legislation  contained 
in  the  compromise  measures  of  1850.  There  has 
been  a  great  misrepresentation  in  regard  to  the 
legislation  upon  this  subject  in  the  two  bills  organ- 
izing the  Territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico. 
It  has  been  represented,  over  and  over  again,  that 
both  of  these  Territories  have  been  organized  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  inhabitants,  whether 
native- born,  naturalized,  or  unnaiuralized,  the  right 
to  vote.  It  is  not  so.  The  bill  organizing  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  was  approved  on  the 
9th  of  September,  1850;  the  Utah  bill  was  ap- 
proved the  samt  day.  This  provisiou  is  contained 
in  both: 

"  Sue.  <!.  .*ni{  te  « /urtAer  CTiorfnl,  That  every  free  while 
male  inhabitant,  above  Ihe  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
shall  have  been  a  resident  of  said  Territory  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  vole  at  Ihe  first 
election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  oftice  within  the  said 
Territory  ;  but  the  qualifications  of  voters  and  of  holding 
oHice,  at  alt  subsequent  elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly:  Provided,  That 
the  rifiht  of  tujfrafie,  a  nd  of  holding  offii-.e,  thatl  be  exei  eiacd 
only  by  citixens  ofthe  United  States, including  thoseiecog- 
nixed  as  citixrnt  by  the  treaty  with  the  Rejtubtic  of  Alt  xico, 
concluded  February  2,  1&48. 

I  am  justified,  therefore,  in  saying  that  the  pro- 
posed legislation  is  not  only  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  anil  to 
sound  policy,  but  it  is  contrary  to  the  weight  of 
precedent  upon  the  subject.  1  believe  we  have 
organized  eighteen  Territories,  and  in  a  majority 
of  them  the  right  to  vole  is  confined  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  In  1838,  on  the  question  of 
the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn and  Mr.  Clay  both  contended,  especially 
Mr.  Calhoun,  that  even  a  State  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  whose  constiintion  author- 
ized unnaturalized  aliens  to  vote.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  either  that  unnatu- 
ralized persons  should  not  be  permitted  to  vote  in 
the  Territories. 

What  do  we  propose  to  do  no  w  ?    It  is  proposed 


to  pay  millions  for  this  territory  to  extinguish  tbi 
Indian  title.     We  paid  five  millions  to  extinguish 
the  Indian  title  in  Minnesota.     We  piopose  now 
to  pay  millions  to  extinguish  the  Imlian  title  ia 
Nebraska  and  Kansas;  and  we  are  asked  to  turn  ' 
over  the  government  of  both  Territorifs  into  ih«  ' 
hands  of  foreigners,  and  thus  permit  them  to  lay  ' 
the  foundation  of  two  States.     And  we  are  also  < 
asked  by  the  advocates  of  the  homestead  bill  to  | 
give  each  one  a  farm  besides. 

Mr.  President,  in  view  of  what  has  taken  place 
upon  this  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  well  disposed  ' 
pervons  may  well   inquire  whether  Congress   ia  ; 
capable  of  legislating  on  any  subject  where  sla-  ' 
very  and   the  rights  of  aliens  may  be  called    in' 
question.     There  seems  to  me  to   be  a  quailing.! 
before  the  spirit  of  Abolitionism  and  a  foreign  in-  ^ 
fluence,  which  may  well  suggest  the  inquiry  U>i 
which  I  have  just  alluded.     Ihe  excitement  about  ^ 
slavery  in  the  Nebraska  country  shows  that  nit-  ■ 
lions,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  more  troubled 
about  imaginary  than    real   evils.     I   have   been 
denounced  all  over  my  own  State  by  the  open  or 
secret  enemies  of  this  bill,  or   by  those  whoa* 
malice  against  me  has  long  had  the  upper  hand  of 
their  sense  of  justice,  as  voting  to  alsfranchise 
aliens,  and  as  being  the  only  Senator  from  a  free 
Slate  who  voted    for  the   Clayton    amendment. 
Well,  sir,  it  is  true  that  I   am   the  only  Senator 
from  a  free  State  who  voted  for  it — and  what  of 
it.'     A  majority  of  my  brother  Senators  voted  for 
it,  and  a  mojority  of  the  Democrats  of  this  body. 
The  Free-Soil,  or  Abolition  Senators,  as  they  are 
called,  of  course,  voted  against  it.     I  voted  with 
the  distinguished  Senators  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Will  they  vote  with  you  now? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  will  or  not.  I  do  not  ask  who  is  going  to 
vote  with  me  or  against  me.  I  inquire  whether  it 
is  right,  as  I  did  when  the  Wilmot  proviso  was 
first  presented.  I  stood  almost  single  handed  and 
alone  against  that.  I  do  nut  care  who  votes  with 
me  on  this  amendment.  It  is  right.  It  is  right 
and  just  to  the  aliens  themselves.  It  is  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  Constitution  and  the 
rights  of  American  citizens,  and  I  will  vote  for  it, 
be  the  consequences  to  myself  what  ihey  may.  1 
know  that  my  course  may  be  misrepresented  be- 
fore the  alien  voters,  and  that  I  may  thus  incur  , 
their  displeasure;  but  I  will  do  my  duly,  and  incur  - 
the  hazard.  When  the  amendment  was  first  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  it 
was  late  at  night.  1  was  acting  as  the  Presiding 
Officer,  and  could  not  give  the  reasons  by  which 
I  was  influenced.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  So  now, 
and  respectfully  submit  them  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  and  those  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent on  this  floor. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.     Mr.  President,  this  question 
having  been  very  fully  discussed  by  the  Senate  on  ' 
a  former  occasion,  I  snail  not  enter  into  any  length 
of  argument  en  it;  but  there  are  some  observa- 
tions which  fell  from  the  honorable  Senator  from  , 
Pennsylvania  which  seem  to  require  a  word  of] 
comment. 

The  Senotor  has  got  himsef  into  a  great  error  in 
supposing  that  this  is  in  any  sense  a  constitutional  j 

?|uestion.     He  Jhas   reached    that  point  by    con- | 
bunding  two  very  diflerent  things — naturalization  ! 
and  the  right  of  suffrage.     Naturalization  give*  I 
nobody  a  right  of  voting  in  the   United  States.  | 
That  is  a  question  regulated  by  ihediRerent  Stateaj 
of  the  Union.     Originolly,  shortly  after  the  Revo- J 
lution,  a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  United  State*  j 
were    excluded    from    the   ballot-box.      I    doubtl 
whether,    immediately  after  the  Revolution,  on*| 
half  of  the  free  white  citizens  voted  in  the  United 
Slates.     Virginia  excluded  all  who  had  not  a  free- 
hold qualification;  and  I  believeall  the  States  ofthe 
Union  had  other  qualifications  besides  mere  citi- 
zenship; and,  therefore,  the  naturalization  law  of 
1802  in  no  wise  afTects  this  question,  and  the  con^ 
stiiutional  point  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania passes  away.     Making  a  man  a  citizen 
gives  him  no  right  to  vote;  and  giving  him  a  right 
to  vote  does  not  make  him  a  citizen.     Although 
the  general  principle  in  the  United  States  is  that 
none  but  citizens  tlo  vote,  (and  I  concur  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Maryland  on  that  subject,)  y*l| 
it  is  not  a  universal  sentiment    in    those  States.] 
Several  States  of  the  Union  allow  foreigners 
vote. 
1  do  not  think  the  Senator  from  PennsylTania 
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i*  quite  correct  in  his  referenoa  to  the  policy  of 
our  fathers,  u  any  guide  for  ueat  present.  They 
seem  to  have  been  utterly  inUifferenl  upon  this 

Suesiion.  The  ordioance  for  the  government  of 
le  North  vest  Territory,  which  was  passed  under 
the  old  Confederaiion,  allowed  persons  to  vote  who 
had  fifly  acres  of  land,  and  were  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  of  either  of  the  States,  or  olher 
persons  not  being  either  citizens  of  the  United 
States  or  of  the  States',  who  had  resid  ed  two  years, 
without  even  this  preliminary  of  having  declared 
an  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  disclaimed  allegiance  to  other  Govern- 
ments. An  English  subject, or  a  French  subject, 
in  1789  might  have  voted  in  all  the  country  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river,  and  they  did  actuslly  vote. 
The  ordinance  of  1787  was  readopted  by  the  first 
Ck>ngress  under  the  first  Constituuon  in  1790,  and 
allowed  persons  who  owned  fifty  acres  of  land, 
and  resided  there  for  two  years,  to  vote;  but  the 
point  as  to  the  two  years  residence  does  not  at 
all  alfect  this  question.  The  ordinance  of  1787 
was  extended  over  all  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  southwest  as  well  as  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  saving  and  excepting  the  sixth,  or  anti- 
slavery  clause.  The  same  provision  was  subse- 
quently extended  to  Indiana,  and  to  some  of  the 
Territories  west.  In  1836, 1  believe,  was  the  first 
departure  from  that  policy.  Then  was  the  first 
time  that  there  was  any  variation  from  the  quali- 
fications of  voters  as  prescribed  in  the  ordineuice 
•f  1787 — and  that  was  in  the  case  of  Michigan.  I 
am  not  certain  as  to  that  being  the  first;  but  it  is 
the  first  territorial  government  where  the  change 
was  made  that  has  attracted  my  attention.  Then, 
why  prescribe,  in  one  or  two  territorial  bills,  that 
no  one  shall  vote  in  the  Territories  but  citizens  ? 
Subsequently,  however,  in  passing  a  territorial 
bill  for  Minnesota,  the  very  provision  now  con- 
tained in  this  bill  was  adopted.  I  say,  therefore, 
that  the  requisite  of  citizenship  as  a  qualification 
for  yoting,  was  not  the  practice  of  the  Government 
/or  the  first  thirty  or  forty  years  of  its  existence, 
and  since  that  time  the  practice  has  been  variable. 
Now,  sir,  while  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  and  with  olher  Senators  who  have 
expressed  the  same  view,  that  it  is  best  to  confine 
the  right  of  voting  in  those  Territories  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  conceal  the  fact  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  diSer  with  the  Sen- 
ate on  this  subject,  and  that  there  are  great  and 
important  fundamental  principles  in  this  oill  which 
will  be  endangered  by  this  difference.  Then,  I 
say,  the  true  policy  of  the  friends  of  these  great 
principles  is  to  yield  this  point  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  save  another,  and  higher, 
and  greater  principle.  Let  us  not  endanger  a 
more  impo'tant  principle  by  differing  on  this,  in 
regard  to  which  the  policy  has  been  both  one  way 
and  the  other,  and  where  the  weight  of  authority 
and  precedent  is  for  allowing  these  people  to 
vote.  Therefore,  even  if  I  concurred  entirely  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  and  the 
other  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  originally,  those  of 
them  especially  from  my  own  section  o'f  the 
Union,  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  surrender,  the 
amendment,  rather  than  endanger  this  bill.  I  am 
not  willing  to  put  the  bill  in  hazard  in  regard  to 
a  principle  on  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
differ  from  us,  and  on  which  the  practice  of  the 
Government  has  been  rather  with  them  than  with 
Hs.  i  trust,  therefore,  the  friends  of  the  bill  will 
not  endanger  the  other  great  principle  involved 
io  it.  No  great  harm  can  result  from  rejecting 
this  proposition  even  as  a  practical  error.  It  in- 
volves no  constitutional  question  whatever.  It 
ia  merely  a  question  of  expediency.  Now,  |  say 
that  the  highest  expediency  is  to  not  trammel  the 
great  principles  in  this  bill  with  a  side  issue  of  this 
sort. 

Besides, Mr.  President,  the  practice  being  varied, 
being  now  different  in  different  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  if  gentlemen  suppose  that  it  is  wise 
to  make  the  rule  uniform,  and  to  confine  the  right 
of  voting  to  citizens,  that  is  an  appropriate  subject 
for  legislation.  Gentlemen  can  introduce  that 
subject  by  itself,  and  get  the  sense  of  Congress 
upon  it,  and  make  a  law  in  conformity  with  that 
sentiment.  For  myself,  I  attach  but  very  little  im- 
portance to  it.  The  oualifications  of  those  who 
are  to  vote  will,  after  the  first  election,  be  vested 
in  the  territorial  government,  and  very  soon  it  will 
ba  vested  in  the  State  governments  to  be  there 


formed,  and  then  it  will  be  beyond  your  reach. 
The  making  of  a  man  a  citizen  gives  him  no  right 
to  vote;  but  when  the  Territory  becomes  a  State, 
it  prescribes  its  own  qualifications.  Then  this 
being  a  mere  matter  of  temporary  expediency, 
and  the  practice  being  rather  against  the  Senate,  1 
should  feel  it  to  be  folly  to  endanger  the  other 
principles  of  this  bill  by  any  dispute  between  the 
two  Houses  upon  such  a  proposition  as  this. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  even  those  gentlemen  who 
feel  some  solicitude  for  confining  the  right  of  vot- 
ing to  American  citizens,  and  not  extending  it  to 
foreigners,  will  seek  an  occiuion  when  they  can 
make  a  uniform  and  general  law  of  the  land  upon 
the  subject.  Being  satisfied,  as  I  am  sure  my 
friend  ^om  Pennsylvania  must  be  now,  that  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  naturalization  law 
of  1802,  and  in  no  respect  involves  any  constitu- 
tional question,  I  hope  he  and  others  will  be  will- 
ing to  yield.  The  friends  of  the  bill  have  already 
stated  their  own  opinions  in  favor  of  or  against 
confining  the  right  of  suffrage  to  citizens,  and 
having  Slated  their  opinions  to  the  country,  and  this 
dispute  having  arisen  with  the  House,  I  hope  they 
will  not  hazard  the  principle  which  both  the  House 
and  the  Senate  deem  important  to  the  peace  and 
welfare  and  establishment  of  right  principles  in 
this  country.  I  hope  they  will  yield  this  point  of 
dispute  which  can,  at  any  point,  be  taken  up  and 
settled  by  itself,  and  leave  the  bill  as  it  comes  from 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Besides,  I  attach 
no  very  great  importance  to  this  matter  at  all. 
You  have  invited  these  people  to  our  shores  by  the 
policy  of  your  laws.  They  are  here.  You  ought 
to  incorporate  them,  in  feeling  at  least,  and  in 
interest,  under  your  flog,  and  in  the  national  sen- 
timent, as  early  and  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is 
not  the  point  to  meet  the  evil  of  immigration.  If 
it  be  an  evil,  you  should  meet  it  at  ihe.threshold, 
and  not  aim  side  blows  at  it  after  you  have  brought 
these  people  into  the  country.  I  am  for  Ameri- 
canizing them,  and  giving  them  the  full  benefit  of 
all  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Mr.  President,  I  voted  for 
the  amendment  to  the  Senate  bill  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware;  but  I  must  say  now  that 
I  concur  with  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  1  have 
not,  however,  changed  my  opinions  as  to  the  pot- 
icy  of  that  amendment.  I  still  entertain  the  opin- 
ions which  I  entertained  then,  that  none  but 
American  citizens,  native-bom  or  naturalized, 
should  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  to 
hold  office  either  in  the  States  or  Territories  of 
this  country.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  higher  principle 
than  that  involved  in  this  messure.  There  is  no 
constitutional  question  in  my  opinion  involved 
either  by  voting  for  or  against  this  amendment. 
It  is  a  mere  question  of  policy;  and  that  question 
of  policy  I  am  willing  to  yield  for  the  sake  of  a 
higher  principle  contained  in  this  bill.  Sir,  I 
would  vole  for  this  bill,  although  there  might  be 
not  only  one,  but  one  thousand  obnoxious  prin- 
ciples contained  in  it.  I  would  vote  for  it,  because 
it  blots  out  that  infamous — yes,  sir,  1  think  it  is 
a  proper  term  to  be  used — that  infamous  restric- 
tion passed  by  the  Congress  of  1830,  commonly 
called  the  Missouri  compromise,  passed  when  the 
State  which  I  have  now  in  part  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, asked  admission  into  the  Union  of  these 
States,  and  it  was  made  a  condition,  an  infamous 
condition,  that  slavery  should  be  excluded  from 
all  the  territory  acquired  from  France,  then  called 
Louisiana,  north  of  36P  30*  north  latitude.  Yes, 
sir,  if  this  bHI  contained  one  thousand  obnoxious 
principles,  with  the  repeal  of  thai  infamous  "com- 
promise," as  it  is  called,  I  should  vote  for  it. 
When  this  is  done,  we  shall  have  achieved  what, 
after  thirty  years  of  struggle,  has  only  been  con- 
summalea  at  this  session. 

As  1  said  before,  I  believe  that,  as  a  matter  of 
policy,  none  but  American  citizens,  native-bom 
or  naturalized,  should  be  entitled  to  vote  or  to 
hold  office  in  this  country;  but  still  1  am  willing 
to  yield  this;  and  as  a  southern  man,  as  represent- 
ing a  State  more  deeply  interested  in  the  passage 
ofthis  bill,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Stale  in  the 
Union,  I  say  that,  practically,  it  will  have  no 
efliect  upon  the  institutions  of  these  Territories. 
The  foreign  population  ore  not  the  pioneers,  they 
are  not  the  firat  to  enter  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  They  are  not  the  first  to  encounter 
the  perils,  the  toils,  and  the  dangers  of  settling  a 
new  Territory.  They  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  pioneers,  and  inhabit  the  cities  and  the  village- 


They  are  generally  not  the  agricultural  portion 
of  the  community.  The  great  mass  of  them  arc 
traders,  mechanics,  paupers,  and  pedlara. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  been  denounced  by  the 
abolition  papera  in  my  State,  (and  I  regret  to  say 
that  we  have  some  of  that  caste  in  the  slavehold- 
ing  State  of  Missouri,)  for  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment proposecf  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware; 
and  it  has  been  charged  upon  me  that  I  was  the 
author  of  that  amendment,  that  I  had  used  the 
honorable,  the  venerable,  the  distinguished  Sena- 
tor  from  Delaware,  as  a  tool  to  effect  thispurposs, 
I  disavow  anything  of  the  kind.  That  Senator 
and  myself  never  consulted  oboqtit. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     Never. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  knew  nothing  of  his 
lunendment  until  he  proposed  it.  When  he  did 
propose  it  I  voted  for  it,  believing  it  to  be  right 
OS  a  matter  of  policy.  I  still  think  so,  and  but 
for  the  reasons  which  I  have  assigned  I  should 
now  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  desire  to  confirm  what  has 
been  stated  by  my  friend  from  Mitoouri.  I  have 
seen  the  allegation  to  which  he  has  referred,  in 
some  of  the  public  prints,  charging  him  with 
having  prompted  or  instigated  me  to  move  the 
amendment.  In  confirmation  of  what  the  honor- 
able Senator  has  said,  1  only  desire  now  to  state 
that  I  never  had  any  communication  with  him  in 
reference  to  the  subject  before  I  moved  theamend- 
ment  in  the  Senate,  nor  do  I  remember  to  have 
spent  a  moment  in  conversation  about  it  while  it 
was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    Never  one  word.. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President,!  was  gratified 
to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia; 
for  there  has  evidently  been  a  great  denl  of  confu- 
sion of  ideas  in  regard  to  this  suliject;  and  I  per- 
ceive that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
fallen  into  that  error,  to  a  greater  extent  than  any 
gentleman  I  have  ever  beard  discuss  the  subject 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  He  set  out  by  stating 
that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  they  now  stand, 
coming  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  repeal 
the  naturalization  law  of  1802.  Now,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Senator  to  look  at  the  distinction  between 
the  naturalization  laws  of  the  country  and  the 
rights  of  citizenship  under  the  Constitution.  He 
will  find,  as  the  Senator  from  Georgia  has  said, 
that  an  individual  may  be  a  citizen  and  yet  be 
precluded  from  theexercise  of  the  right  of  sunrsge. 
This,  in  point  of  fact,  is  the  case  In  many  of  the 
States  already.  Other  qualifications  may  be  im- 
posed upon  a  citizen  oi  the  Unilfd  Slates,  with 
which  the  citizen  in  the  State  may  not  be  able  to 
comply,  and  consequently  he  cannot  exercise  the 
right  of  voting. 

The  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  affiects  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, in  but  three  particulars.  Now  f  should 
be  glad  to  have  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
point  out  to  me,  if  he  can,  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  having  any  reference  whatever  to  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  suff'rage  which  does  not 
refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  States.  He  cannat 
point  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution.  Sir, 
It  is  denied  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates 
has  the  right  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  Territories;  and  why?  Because  they  are 
assimilated  to  the  Slates.  If  the  Territories  are 
to  be  viewed  in  the  same  light  as  the  States,  and 
the  right  to  regulate  the  matter  of  slavery  was  left 
as  expressly  to  the  States  as  is  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  qualifications  of  those  who  are  to  vote, 
thera  would  be  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  Con- 
gress could  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  sub- 
ject. The  fint  provision  of  the  Constitution  that 
relates  to  the  matter  at  all  is  this; 

'■The  Home  of  Repreaentativea  shall  be  compoMd  of 
members  chosen  every  s<*cond  year  by  the  people  of  the 
■everal  Btatee,  snd  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  Ibe 
quallAcaUons  requirite  lor  electnn  of  the  most  numeroiM 
biaiicta  of  the  State  Leglslaiure." 

When  you  refer  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of  an 
elector,  so  far  as  the  exercise  of  the  right  concerns 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  you  find 
that  you  are  to  lAk  at  the  State  constitution. 
You  are  to  consult  the  Slate  constitution ,  and  as- 
certain what  are  the  qualifications  of  electors  for 
the  most  numerous  brsnch  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature; and  when  you  find  that,  you  have  ascer- 
tained the  qualifications  of  an  elector  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives.   Then  not 
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only  is  this  matter  left  to  the  States,  because  it 
is  not  delegated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  expressly  left  to  the  States  by  the 
Constitution  itself  Confess  cannot,  if  they 
would,  restrict  the  States  in  the  exercise  of  this 
attribute,  left  to  them  not  only  impliedly,  but  ex- 
prMsIy.  Then  we  come  to  the  next  provision  on 
this  subject:       * 

"  The  Sennte  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  coiiiposed  of 
two  SHiiulOfA  from  each  Slate" — 

Chosen  how^  In  a  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
Constitution  ?  Certainly.  But  it  is  left  indefinite, 
to  be  regulated  where?     IntheStales: 

'*  Chosen  by  ilie  Legi-^laliirc  tlicreof,  for  six  years." 

This  is  the  provision  in  regard  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  those  who  are  to  choose  the  Senators. 
We  have  already  seen  that  the  Constitution  leaves 
the  qualifications  of  the  electors  to  the  very  per- 
sons who  are  to  choose  the  Senators,  the  State 
Legislatures.  The  Constitution  expressly  refers 
the  whole  subject  to  the  States. 

The  next  provision  is  in  regard  to  choosing 
electors  of  President  and  Vice  President;  and,  in 
reference  to  that  subject,  it  is  provided  that 

"  Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  sucli  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature diereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,'^  &c. 

Thus,  again,  expressly  referring  the  matter  to 
the  State  sovereignties.  Then,  sir,  when  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  claims  that  we  are,  in 
any  sense  of  the  word,  infringing  either  the  letter 
or  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  by  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  he  is  very  greatly 
mistaken.  It  is  a  matter  entirely  for  the  States; 
and  if  the  Territories  are  to  be  assimilated  to  the 
States,  if  they  are  to  be  viewed  as  occupying  the 
same  position,  you  should  leave  the  subject  to 
them.  The  Territories  are  viewed  bysomeofus, 
in  regard  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  occupying 
the  same  position  as  the  States.  If  they  are  to  be 
viewed  in  the  same  light  in  all  respects,  then 
unqualifiedly  I  would  say  Congress  has  no  right 
to  prescribe  who  shall  or  who  shall  not  vote 
either  at  the  first,  or  at  any  subsequent  election; 
but  it  is  a  matter  which  should  be  left  entirely  to 
the  Territories;  and,  in  that  point  of  view,  even 
the  limitations  that  are  put  in  the  bill  as  it  comes 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  may  be  con- 
sidered an  infraction,  not  of  a  principle  of  the 
Constitution,  but  of  its  express  letter;  for  we  do 
take  upon  ourselves  now,  to  some  extent,  to  pre- 
scribe the  qualifications  of  electors  in  these  Ter- 
ritories by  this  provision,  which  is  contained  in 
the  bill: 

*■  Every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above  the  ajie  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  an  actual  resident  of  said 
Territory,  and  shall  possess  the  quahficattons  hereinafter 
prescribed,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  ollice  within  the  said  Territory; 
but  the  qualifications  of  voters  and  of  holdins  office  at  all  h 
subsequent  elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall  be  prescribed  j 
by  tJie  Legislative  Assembly.''  | 

That  would  leave  the  Legislative  Assemblies  of 
the  Territories  unlimited  in  their  power  to  qualify 
the  elective  franchise;  but  there  is  a  further  pro- 
viaion  which  goes  beyond  the  Constitution,  if  we 
are  to  view  the  Territories  in  the  same  light  as  i 
the  States,  and  exercises  a  power  which,  in  that  I 
point  of  view,  we  cannot  exercise.  That  provis- 
ion is  this: 

"  Provided,  That  the  right  of  sulTrage  and  of  holding  I 
olTice  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens  of  the  United  ' 
:3tates,  and  those  who  shall  have  declared  on  oatli  their  in- 
leuUon  10  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  pro- 
visions  of  this  act."  I 

Suppose  such  a  provision  were  incorporated  in 
a  bill  m  regard  to  a  State,  the  State  would  treat  it  ! 
with  scorn;  and  why.'    Because,  appealing  to  the  ^ 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  the  State  au-  , 
thorities  would  see  clearly  that  the  whole  matter 
had  been  left  to  them.    This  is  tlie  manner  in 
which  it  would  be  viewed  by  a  State  sovereignty, 
and  considering  a  Territory  in  the  same  light,  it 
would  seem  that  a  Territory  would  have  more 
right  to  revolt  at  such  a  provision  in  regard  to  the  i 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  than  at  any  pro-  ' 
vision  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.     The  reason 
is  plain.     It  is  because  the  asAtion  that  we  have 
no  right  to  legislate  on  slavery  is  merely  a  matter  i 
of  implication;  but  here  the  Constitution  clearly 
leaves  the  right  to  the  States.     In  regard  to  sla- 
very, the  power  is  left  to  the  States  by  implica- 
tion, because  it  is  not  delegated  to  the  General 
Qovernmenl.      I   think,  then,  that   the  Senator 


from  Pennsylvania  presents  tlie  matter  in  a  wrong 
point  of  view;  and  however  correct  his  conclu- 
sions may  be,  most  certainly  the  reason  which  he 
has  assigned  is  incorrect  and  illogical. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Mr.  President,  I  deeply  regret 
that  this  proposition  has  been  made  in  tlie  Senate 
on  the  return  of  this  bill.  I  regret  it  because  of 
the  necessary  consequences  that  must  follow  if  the 
amendment  prevail.  No  Senator  can  shut  his 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  if  we  again  incorporate  this 
provision  in  the  bill,  all  our  labor,  all  our  exer- 
tions, all  our  anxieties  during  the  whole  of  this 
long  session  will  have  been  nought, and  fall  to  the 
ground,  if  this  provision  shall  succeed.  If  that  is  ui 
be  the  case,  let  me  warn  Senators  that  they  must 
take  the  consequences  upon  their  own  heads.  Let 
me  warn  Senators  that  it  may  not  be  possibleagain , 
for  years  to  come,  to  get  a  body  of  men  together 
in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  with  this  exciting, 
fanatical  question  hanging  over  them,  who  will 
settle,  as  we  have  settled,  the  great  and  the  only 
principle  involved  in  thisbill.  You  hurl  back  this 
whole  question  upon  the  American  people,  there 
to  ferment,  boil,  bubble,  and  heave  like  a  boiling 
cauldron.  What  body  of  men  maybe  thrown 
here  together  under  such  circumstances  ?  Nothing 
is  plainer  than  that  this  provision  cannot  be  con- 
curred in  by  the  House.  It  is  a  provision  simply 
of  policy,  of  expediency,  and  not  of  principle. 
By  adopting  it,  you  endanger  theprinciple  of  self- 
government,  the  principle  of  putting  all  the  Terri- 
tories, and  the  rights  of  the  people  in  all  our 
Territories,  upon  the  same  broad  basis  of  equality, 
and  establishing  their  own  local  and  domestic 
institutions  for  themselves.  Is  it  thus  to  be  en- 
dangered for  the  purpose  of  pandering  to  a  mere 
question  of  doubtful  policy  or  expediency? 

Sir,  I  believe  that  this  will  not  be  done.  Is  all 
our  labor,  emd  toil,  and  suffering,  not  to  say  all  our 
abuse  antl  villification,  to  be  gone  over  with  again .' 
Or  shall  we  now,  when,  we  have  this  bill  in  our 
hands,  and  at  our  disposal,  harmonize  and  bury  in 
oblivion  the  differences  of  opinion  as  to  a  mere 
question  of  policy,  and  settle  the  broad  principle 
that  your  people  may  go  to  all  the  Territories  of 
the  Union  with  the  same  rights,  the  same  political 
privileges,  the  same  promises  of  establishing  their 
own  political  institutions  .'  Sir,  the  consequences 
of  putting  this  bQl  in  hazard  now  will  be  due  and 
calamitous.  You  may  have  not  only  the  protes- 
tations and  the  anathemas  of  three  thousand  cler- 
gymen, but  they  may  be  trebled  and  quadrupled 
before  another  meeting  of  Congress.  What  is  the 
result.'  Is  it  not  plain  .'  I  will  not  conceal  it.  I 
need  not.  If  you  throw  back  this  question  so  as 
to  enter  into  the  election  of  members  of  the  other 
House,  and  one  third  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  what  will  be  the  result?  1  speak  what 
all  men  must  know,  when  I  say  that  ultra  Aboli- 
tionists, moderate  Abolitionists,  Free-Soilers,  con- 
temners of  right,  and  law,  and  justice,  together 
with  tender-footed  or  timiil  Democrats,  will  unite 
with  Whigs  upon  any  class  of  men  to  defeat  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  a  sound  and  legitimate  admin- 
istration of  the  Government.  Who  does  not  kiiow 
that  that  would  suit  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Seward,]  and  a  few  other  Senators  here? 
Who  does  not  know  that  that  would  suit  your 
three  thousand  clergymen  ?  No  man  can  answer 
for  the  consequences.  But  here  now,  by  passing 
over  and  yielding  a  little  question  of  expediency, 
you  put  to  rest  forever  the  great  principle  of  equal 
rights  in  the  Territories,  and  banish  from  Congress 
this  exciting  question,  never,  I  trustin  God,  to 
return  again. 

Sir,  at  this  point,  let  me  say  one  thing  that  has 
not  been  said  here,  or  in  the  country,  heretofore; 
and  I  say  it  from  the  full  conviction  of  my  judg- 
ment, that  if  any  section  of  the  Union  has  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  existence  and  continuance  of 
what  is  called  the  Missouri  compromise,  or  the 
restriction  of  slavery  north  of  S&o  30',  it  is  the 
northern  and  notthe  southern  portion  of  this  Union. 
Why?  If  you  put  it  on  the  principle  that  men  in 
the  States  south  of  that  line  are  to  migrate  to  the 
territory  south  of  it,  and  those  in  the  free  States 
are  to  migrate  to  that  portion  north  of  it,  what 
will  be  the  result?  South  of  that  line  you  will 
have  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  citizens  of 
the  southern  States,  if  they  are  to  migrate  there, 
who  will  have  privileges  which  are  forbidden  to 
the  citizens  north  of  that  line.  You  have  said  to 
those  south  of  it:  you  may  or  may  not  establish 
slavery,  as  you  please;  we  will  not  bind  youinthe 


adamantine  chains  or  the  cords  of  congressionitl 
legislation.  But  you  say  to  those  north  of  the  line: 
We  will  tie  you  in  fetters,  we  will  manacle  you 
hand  and  foot,  and  forbid  the  exercise  of  your  own 
judgments  as  to  the  rights  and  privileges  you  shall 
enjoy.  Sir,  as  a  northern  and  western  man,  I 
protest  against  any  such  inequality.  I  hold  that, 
if  i  emigrate  to  a  Territory,  ttiough  it  be  one  mile 
north  of  36°  30',  I  ought  to  have  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  there  that  my  more  fortunate  neigh- 
bor nas  who  emigrates  a  mile  south  of  me.  I 
repeat,  then,  it  is  the  northern  portion  of  this 
Union,  and  not  the  South,  who  are  put  under  the 
ban;  and  it  is  for  them  that  I  claim  that  this  ob- 
noxious restriction  shall  be  removed.  The  citi- 
zens of  Indiana  have  the  right  now  to  make  their 
own  laws  and  establish  their  own  institutions; 
and  if  they  move  to  Kansas  or  Nebraska  next 
year,  will  they  be  less  qualified,  or  have  leas  moral 
right  to  do  so  there?  All  will  say,  no!  Why, 
then,  seek  to  deprive  them  of  it? 

Mr.  President,  the  consequences  of  a  defeat  and 
failure  here  I  will  not  undertake  to  delineate  at 
length.  They  rise  up  thick  and  numerous  before 
me.  They  tower  to  the  heavens.  They  plant 
themselves  deep,  extending  to  the  center  of  the 
earth,  and  threaten  the  stability  of  the  Union. 
They  will  stand  an  impregnable  barrier  over  which, 
for  years  to  come,  no  Congress  will  be  able  to  get 
if  we  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass.  The  bill  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  dispose  of.  Will  they  dare  to  be  so 
recreant  to  the  peace  and  the  harmony  of  the 
Union,  and  to  the  justice  which  should  mark  our 
legislation,  as  now  to  let  the  opportunity  escape 
for  a  paltry  question  of  policy  ? 

Sir,  let  me  say  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia that  he  is  totally  mistaken.  I  agree,  certainly, 
with  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  and  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  and  perhaps  I  shall  only  use 
diflferent  words  to  express  their  ideas  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is  totally 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  right  of  atiSrage 
and  citizenship  are  correlative  terms,  or  that  they 
are  the  same.  They  may  have  similarities  in 
some  respects.  He  who  is  a  citizen  may  be  en- 
titled to  vote,  if  the  States  allow  him  to  vote,  but 
not  otherwise.  Let  me  say  to  that  Senator, further, 
that  naturalization  itself,  as  well  as  adding  to  the 
rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  takes 
away  some  rights.  A  foreigner  in  Pennsylvania 
has  rights  which  the  Senator,  and  no  other  native- 
born  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  has — if  right  it  may 
be  called;  and  it  is  a  right,  at  least  it  is  an  ease- 
ment. The  foreign  inhabitant  of  Pennsylvania 
may  bring  his  grievances  and  his  suits  in  the  Fed- 
eral court  in  Pennsylvania.  He  may  resort  at 
once  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
which  the  Senator  cannot  do,  and  which  no  other 
native-born  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  can  do.  But, 
sir,  while  he  has  his  right,  and  while,  by  virtue  of 
citizenship,  he  will  alienate  it,  and  must  drop  it, 
and  fall  into  the  common  level  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, he  has  other  and  greater  rights  secured  to 
him .  Citizenship  secures  to  him  the  right  of  pro- 
tection abroad.  When,  after  having  stud  with 
us  for  five  years,  he  shall  have  Kiken  tne  formality 
of  the  law  upon  him,  and  shall  go  abroad  either 
for  pleasure,  for  business,  or  for  trade,  the  Con- 
stitution, with  its  manifold  and  ample  protection, 
and  the  flag  of  youc  country,  are  over  him.  He 
has  taken  an  oath  renouncing  allegiance  to  all 
foreign  Governments,  Potentates,  and  States,  and 
has  sworn  eternal  fidelity  and  brotherhood  to  you. 
He  has  sworn  that  he  will  stand  side  by  side  with 
you  in  council,  and  shoulder  to  shouWer  in  your 
battle-fields.  You  have,  in  return,  taken  upon 
you,  as  a  Government,  the  solemn  obligation  of  a 
sovereign  that  you  will  protect  him  as  a  citizen, go 
where  he  may.  He  cannot,  in  the  language  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  wander  so  far 
from  home  in  the  legitimate  pursuit  of  pleasure  or 
business  but  that  the  flag  of  his  country  is  over 
him,  and  shall  ever  protect  him. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  proud  position  of  tlie  man  who 
becomes  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  But  not 
so  with  the  resident  alien;  he  has  no  such  claim, 
and  no  such  right  upon  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  will  not  enter  into  any  argument  as 
to  the  point  at  which  this  right  begins,  and  the 
time  at  which  a  foreigner  ceases  to  be  an  alien, 
and  commences  to  be  n  citizen  and  have  the  rights 
of  citizenship  attached  to  him;  but  whan  thay  do 
attach  to  him,  then  the  protection  of  wirich  1  fiavs 
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•pokm  attaehM  to  him.  That  is  the  ^praat,  the 
darling,  and  the  deairable  object  of  citizenship. 
A*  a  mere  question  of  domestic  protection,  it  is 
not  so  important;  for  a  foreigner  may  go  into  the 
courts  and  obtain  redress  for  an  aasauit  and  bat- 
tery to  his  person,  or  for  a  wrong  to  his  property. 
But  if  a  suDject  of  Oreat  Britun  comes  and  dom- 
iciles with  you  for  twenty  years,  or  even  for  fifty 
years,  if  he  lives  here  without  becomiiw  a  natu- 
mlized  citizen,  and  goes  to  Brazil,  to  Mexico,  to 
the  Barbary  States,  or  to  any  other  country,  the 
flag,  the  laws,  and  the  protection  of  the  Union, 
are  not  over  him,  and  do  not  follow  him,  because 
he  has  not  entered  into  the  solemn  league.  Nat- 
uralization is  but  a  contract  between  m,dividuals 
and  the  whole  mass  of  the  nation.  The  one  says, 
if  you  will  take  upon  yourself  these  obligations 
ann  stipulations,  we  will  take  upon  ourselves  to 
discharge  towards  you  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  a  sovereign  to  his  subjects,  or  the  duty  of  our 
Ghivemment  to  its  native-born  citizens,  and  pro- 
tea  you,  as  such,  in  all  legitimate  pursuits  or 
wanderings  at  home  or  abroad.  A  heavy  and 
grave  responsibility  on  us,  but  glorious  boon  to 
Sim! 

No  greater  error  can  be  fallen  into  than  to  sup- 
pose that  citizenship  and  suffrage  are  one  and  the 
same  thing.  This  question  was  brought  up,  some 
Tears  ago,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
innumerable  petitions,  abolition  petitions,  praying 
Coiujreas  to  declare  that  free  negroes  in  Uie  States 
might  be  voters,  and  that  foreigners  might  be 
restricted  in  that  right.  In  that  form  the  question 
was  raised,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
which  I  was  a  member,  and  was  very  fUlly  and 
deliberately  considered.  I  had  not  the  honor  of 
making  the  report  upon  the  question, and  if  I  had, 
I  should  have  added  but  little  to  its  weifht.  The 
report  was  made  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Mr.  Rathbun.  In  it  the  whole  question  of  the 
right  of  soffrsge  was  fVilly  and  ably  discussed. 
But,  sir,  if  there  had  been  no  discussion,  and  if  it 
were  an  entirely  new  question ,  could  there  be  any 
difficulty  about  it?  You  say  yon  are  to  look  to 
the  delegated  provi^ons  of  your  Constitution  for 
ail  the  powers  that  you  have.  Those  which  are 
not  given  there  are  reserved  to  the  Slates,  or  'to 
tint  people  of  the  States.  Where,  in  what  page, 
what  line,  what  section  of  the  Constitution  is  to 
be  found  the  delegation  of  power  to  you  to  create 
voters  in  the  States?  It  is  expressly  said  that 
elaetors  of  President  and  Vice  President  shall  be 
chosen  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  shall  direct,  and  that  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  beelected  by  those 
having  the  right  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  Legislatures  in  the  different  States. 
Many  of  the  Slates  have  conferred  that  right  upon 
Indians,  and  many,  both  North  and  South,  have 
confWrred  it  upon  nee  negroes  without  property. 
Old  Cave  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,an  honored  and 
respectable  gentleman,  formerly  Postmaster  Oen- 
erai,  and  for  a  long  time  a  member  of  the  other 
House,  told  me,  with  his  own  lips,  that  the  first 
time  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  Tennessee, 
it  was  by  the  votes  of  free  negroes,  and  he  told 
me  bow.  Free  negroes  in  Tennessee  were  then 
allowed,  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  to  vote, 
and  he  was  an  iron  manufoeturer,and  had  a  large 
number  of  free  negroes,  as  well  aa  slaves,  in  his 
employ.  I  well  recollect  the  number  he  stated. 
One  hundred  and  forty-four  free  negroes,  in  his 
employ,  went  to  the  ballot-box,  and  elected  him 
to  Congress  the  first  time  he  was  elected.  Did 
this  Qovemment  settle  the  question  of  suffrage 
there?  So  plain  is  it  that  this  is  a  matter  which 
pertains  alone  to  the  States,  that  I  may  state  that 
in  New  Jersey — the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
can  correct  me  if  it  is  not  so — a  few  years  ago 
women  voted,  if  they  do  not  now. 

Mr.  CASS.  Strong  minded  womem  [Laugh- 
ter.1 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Strong  minded  women,  the 
Senator  ftram  Michigan  says.  Well,  sir,  whether 
they  were  strong  minded  or  not,  it  is  a  fact  that 
they  did  vote.  Each  State  then  has  reserved  the 
right  to  settle  the  question  of  suffrage.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodhbad]  is  one 
of  those  who  do  not  agree  with  me  that  all  power 
over  the  Territories  is  in  our  hands.  I  consider 
it  aa  unnecessary,  impolitic,  and  unjust  to  exer- 
cise it,  and  t  hand  it  back  to  the  people.  I  will 
act  shirk  fh>m  any  constitutioDal  or  legal  respon- 


sibility when  I  am  required  to  perform  it;  but  I 
win  not  exercise  the  ultra  power  in  my  hands, 
when,  in  my  judgment,  it  can  better  be  exercised 
by  the  people.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
and  myself  do  not  agree  as  to  the  powers  of  this 
Government  over  the  Territories.  He  holds,  if  I 
understand  him,  and  I  think  1  have  so  understood 
him  through  a  series  of  years,  that  there  is  no 
power  over  the  Territories  in  Congress ;  and  indeed 
so  fitr  have  some  Senators,  if  not  he,  gone,  that 
they  say  it  is  only  from  necessity  they  oiganize  a 
Territory  at  all,  and  give  them  the  outlines  of  a 
form  of  government,  and  pay  their  expenses  for  a 
few  years.  Sir,  necessity  forms  with  me  no  plea 
for  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  If  I  did  not 
believe  we  had  the  ample  power,  no  plea  of  neces- 
sity should  induce  me  to  walk  to  the  brink  of  the 
abyss  of  usurpation.  If  the  power  was  not  cleu 
in  my  judgment,  I  should  not  attempt  to  exercise 
it.  Why,  sir,  there  is  no  absolute  necessity  for 
organizing  Territories  at  all.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  to  repeal  your  restrictive  laws  forbidding  that 
people  shall  settle  there.  Let  the  people  go.  If 
I  go  with  them,  they  may  elect  me  Governor,  or 
any  other  man  they  see  fit.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  necessity  which  can  Justify  any  such  thing; 
but  it  is  a  power  and  a  duty  which  we  have  that 
we  shall  organize  these  Territories  while  they  are 
in  their  incipient  stages,  and  then  for  all  o^er  do- 
mestic purposes,  turn  them  t>ver  to  their  own 
keeping  and  protection. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  says 
that  you  have  not  the  power  to  settle  the  question 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories,  but  you  have  the 
power  to  limit  the  right  of  voting  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  you  have  no  power  to  ex- 
tend it  further.  I  erant  that  we  have  the  power, 
and  I  say  we  have  Uie  power  to  extend  it  nirther. 
What,  then,  does  his  reasoning  lead  to  ?  Why, 
you  cannot  Iwislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery, 
but  you  must  leave  it  to  the  Territory  to  settle  that 
question,  and  you  can  limit  the  right  of  suffrage 
to  one  man  from  the  Soudi,or  to  citizens  firom  the 
South,  and  say  they  shtUI  have  the  entire  voting, 
and  shall  settle  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  know  that  no  such 
thing  is  proposed,  but  if  you  have  the  power  to 
fix  the  right  of  suffrage,  you  may  Ihnit  it  to  any 
^ass;  you  have  the  power  to  limit  it  to  men  forty 
years  old,  or  to  any  other  class  you  please.  The 
power,  in  my  judgment,  is  clear,  but  expediency 
and  justice  are  to  ne  consulted. 

We  have  proposed  to  leave  this  country, as  it  is 
said,  a  UAulartaa,  as  a  clean  naked  sheet  of  paper, 
so  far  lu  law  is  concerned;  we  are  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple there,  here  is  the  stone  on  which  you  may  en- 
grave the  twelve  tables  of  law,  but  we  give  it  to 
you  naked.  We  do  not  hand  it  down  to  you  with 
the  rescript  of  order  upon  it  that  you  shall  obey. 
Go  there  and  establish  your  own  laws,  write  such 
rules  as  you  and  your  successors  are  willing  to  be 
bound  by,  and  change  them  from  time  to  time,  alt 
of  you  being  male  settlers,  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  free  and  white,  having  the  voice  and  the  right 
to  determine  that  matter. 

Mr.  President,  suffrage  and  citizenship,  as  I 
have  said,  are  quite  different  things,  having  no 
alliance  whatever.  Who  does  not  know  that  in 
many  of  the  States — I  presume  even  now  in  South 
Carolina,  if  I  am  not  incorrectly  informed— all  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  though  native-born, 
are  not  voters,  or  they  are  not  for  certain  ^offices. 
They  cannot  vote  for  Governor  or  for  members  of 
the  Legislature  as  I  understand,  unless  they  hold 
certain  propertr. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  That  idea  seems  to  have  pre- 
vailed very  generally  In  relation  to  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  which  I  in  part  represent.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  HbusTox] 
upon  one  occasion  thought  proper  to  arraign  the 
State 

Mr.  PETTIT.  t  did  not  make  the  allusion  for 
the  purpose  of  arraigning  that  State. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  aware  of  that,  but  I  wish 
to  correct  the  gentleman,  and  so  far  as  the  Senate 
may  be  interested  in  it,  to  correct  the  opinion 
which  may  be  entertained  by  theSenategenerally. 
In  the  State  of  South  Carolina  there  ie  no  restric-  i 
tion  upon  the  right  of  voting,  except  the  residence 
prescribed  in  the  constitution;  and  there  is  no 
property  Qualification  at  all.  Every  fttt  white 
man  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  primarily 
has  a  right  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  and  vote  for  ' 
members  of  the  L^islature,  and  for  the  Senators  I 


of  the  different  districts.  Those  member*,  in  Le- 
gislature assembled,  vote  for  Senators  in  Congress, 
as  required  by  the  Constitution,  and  they  also  vote 
for  the  Governor  of  the  State  and  for  elector*  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
Thus  far  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  elected 
by  the  free  people  without  any  qualification  sofhr 
as  regards  the  right  of  voting,  have  a  derivative 
right  of  voting  for  the  different  offices  which  I  have 
indicated ;  but  in  all  other  respects  the  qualification 
of  a  voter  in  South  Carolina  is  as  plenary,  I  pre- 
sume, as  in  Indiana  or  any  other  State.  Of  course 
the  voter  is  required  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  ex- 
planation, but  it  was  my  understanding  that  it  was 
not  always  so.  In  theStateof  Virgiiim,nearby,it 
is  but  a  few  years  since  a  general  right  of  suffrage 
was  allowed.  Though  a  man  were  there,  though 
his  ancestors  had  been  there  ftt>m  before  '*thefld 
war,"as  they  arein  the  habitofsayingin  Virginia, 
though  he  were  of  the  older  and  even  of  the  '<  first 
families  of  Virginia,"  he  might  have  been,  a  few 
years  ago,  in  such  a  condition  as  not  to  be  a  voter. 
Then  the  question  of  suffrage,  and  of  naturaliza- 
tion or  citizenship,  are  two  distinct  things.  The 
two  rights  are  conferred  for  a  distinct  purpose. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  detain  the 
Senate  for  a  moment,  as  to  the  dangers  of  this 
question.  What  are  the  dangers  ?  I  hold  that  the 
very  best  naturalization  law  you  could  give  to  a 
foreigner,  which  would  operate  like  a  charm  and 
make  him  a  better  citizen  the  day  he  lands,  would 
be,  instead  of  requiring  him  to  stay  here  five  years, 
as  under  the  present  system,  to  give  him  an  inter- 
est in  the  soil — immediately  induce  him  to  become 
an  owner  and  cultivator  of  the  soil.  It  is  the  best 
naturalization,  and  the  germ  will  produce  the 
growth  and  the  fruit  of  love  of  country,  and  de- 
votion and  willingness  to  serve  it,  in  preference 
to  any  and  all  others.  -  Sir,  take  the  Insbman,  if 
you  please,  he  who  has  suffered  from  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  English  Government,  through  himself 
and  generations  of  his  ancestors  past,  who  has 
never  been  allowed  to  own  a  foot  of  land.  It  was 
beyond  his  means  to  acquire  ui  acre,  and  it  was 
not  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  allow  it. 
Transplant  him  to-morrow  to  your  rich  and  fertile 
lands  in  ths  West,  and  give  him  a  quarter  section 
of  land  there,  and  who  do  you  think  he  will  serve? 
Where  will  be  bis  ties?  About  whose  Govern- 
ment and  whose  people  will  the  fibers  of  his  heart 
cling  and  its  emotions  beat?  Will  it  be  for  the 
Government  that  has  oppressed  and  driven  him 
out  from  his  native  land,  or  for  that  Government 
which  has  treated  him  thus  parentally  and  kindly? 
Sir,  it  would  be  a  thousand  fold  better  naturaliza- 
tion law  than  all  the  forms  of  your  statute-books, 
and  residence  for  five  years  in  your  corrupt  and 
corrupting  cities  in  the  East. 

The  policy  now  incorporated  in  the  bill,  as  it 
comes  to  us  from  the  House,  has  been  adopted  in 
a  number  of  the  States.  The  State  which  I  in 
part  represent  isoneof  them.  Wedid  not  do  itso 
early  as  some  of  our  sister  States.  Illinois,  Mich- 

r,  Iowa,  and,  I  believe,  Wisconsin,  adopted 
policy  earlier  than  we  did.  Let  me  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senator  who  moves  this  proposi- 
tion for  a  moment  to  the  fact  that  you  are  getting 
now,  at  this  period,  a  better  class  of  foreign  emi- 
gration than  you  formerly  did.  Many  yeera  ago 
— I  do  not  speak  of  any  particular  period — no  one 
came  here  but  those  whom  abject  poverty,  and 
misery,  and  persecution  at  home  sent  here.  This 
was  because  people  abroad  had  very  little  faith  or 
confidence  in  the  form  of  Government,  the  climate, 
and  the  prospects  before  them  here.  But,  sir, 
since  that  time,  in  more  late  years,  our  Govern- 
ment has  a  better  credit  and  reputation  abroad; 
our  institutions  are  better  known,  their  stable 
character  has  been  developed;  and  now  it  is  that 
you  are  drawing  from  abroad  a  better  class  of 
foreign  emigrants,  with  capital,  with  means,  with 
money  in  their  pockets  to  invest  here.  You  get,  to 
be  sure,  with  them  a  more  worthless  class.  The 
States  surrounding  Indiana  adopted  this  policy 
wisely  and  prudently  before  we  did.  They  saio, 
the  sooner  we  open  up  to  these  foreigners — think- 
ing, intelligent,  men  of  learning  and  of  wealth — 
the  exercise  of  political  rights,  and  give  them  an 
influence  and  a  voice  in  taxing  theii?  property,  the 
readier  will  they  come  into  our  States  and  settle 
with  us.  That  was  their  policy.  Indiana  saw  it 
in  a  very  short  time.    We  were  getting  the  sedi- 
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mem,  the  dregs  of  that  eroi^ation.  We  were 
gelling  the  heedless,  who  had  no  property  to  lax 
and  no  interest  in  legislation.  They  only  looked 
to  a  place  to  dig  on  your  canals  or  railroads,  or 
something  of  that  sort.  The  whole  cream  of  the 
foreign  population,  those  with  wealth,  with  learn- 
ing, with  stability  and  character,  passed  directly 
through  Indiana,  and  went  to  Illinois,  to  Michi- 
gan, and  to  Iowa,  leaving  us  the  sediment  of  that 
class  of  population.  We,  however,  took  the  hint, 
and  reversed  our  policy.  We  held  a  constitutional 
convention,  and  adopted  the  same  provision  as 
the  Slates  around  us — and  what  has  been  ihe 
result?  Why,  sir,  ihc  valuable  portion,  the  cream 
of  the  emigration,  settles  now  with  the  sediment, 
and  we  have  a  mixture.  We  now  get  a  portion 
of  the  belter  class  and  their  money  to  help  us  to 
maintain  ard  keep  in  order  the  more  improvident 
portion  of  that  population  coming  among  us.  We 
ntrw  have  a  mixture  of  the  good  and  the  bad,  and 
it  niakiB  it  altogether  a  much  more  desirable  pop- 
ulation. 

But,  sir,  who  fears  the  result  of  allowing  for- 
eigners to  go  to  these  Territories  .'  No  man  will 
go  to  Kansas  or  Nebraska  unless  he  wants  to  be- 
come a  farmer,  a  cultivator  of  thesoil.  What  in- 
jury, what  danger  is  there  in  allowing  such  a  man 
to  vote?  Will  he  vote  to  ruin  himself?  Will  he 
vote  to  annihilate  all  his  own  righis,  his  own  lib- 
erty, and  his  own  hopes  of  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness? I  repeat  what  I  said  before,  on  the  2d  or 
3d  of  March  lost,  when  this  question  was  before 
us,  that  the  foreigners  who  come  here  do  not  form 
distinct  and  separate  parties,  but  they  range  them- 
seves  under  the  banner  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 

f  real  political  parlies  of  the  day.  They  are  either 
Vhigs  or  DemocraU,  and  not  Abolitionists. 
Mosily,  I  grant  you,  their  sympathies  are  wilh 
the  Democratic  party.  Tlie  majority  of  them 
vote  and  act  with  us.  Their  sympathies  were 
with  us  before  they  came  here,  and  they  find 
those  sympathies  doubly  aroused  and  doubly 
strong  when  they  get  here,  and  see  the  course  of 
treatment  of  the  two  parties  towards  them.  No 
third  party  do  they  make.  They  come  and  vote 
with  me,  or  else  they  vote  with  my  friend  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Pearce.]  If  they  follow  his 
advice,  and  range  themselves  under  the  banner  of 
his  party,  they  swell  the  vote  which  brings  a  Pres- 
ident into  the  While  House,  a  Senator  here,  or  a 
Representative  to  the  other  House.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  if  the  addition  of  that  vote  ruins 
tne  country,  or  brings  bad  policy,  the  Senator 
would  have  brought  it,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power. 
They  only  vole  for  the  same  measures  and  the 
same  men  that  he  would  have  voted  for.  So,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  vole  with  me,  and  with 
the  great  Democratic  party,  which  has  mainly, 
and  r  trust  will  hereafter  govern  the  country  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  a  country  of  government. 
When  they  vote  with  me  and  my  party,  they 
swell  the  vote  which  causes  a  Representative  to 
be  sent  to  the  other  House,  by  adding  a  few  votes 
more  than  he  oiherwise  would  have  got.  Has 
that  endangered  the  liberties  of  the  country?  If 
it  has,  then  the  Democratic  party  would  have 
ruined  the  country  without  the  foreigner's  vole. 
He  votes  wilh  the  native  Whigs  or  the  native 
Democrats  of  the  country,  and  only  swells  the 
voles  either  would  have  given.  He  only  carries 
out  with  greater  force  that  policy  which  the  one 
or  the  other  would  have  adopted  if  it  were  in  their 
power. 

Mistake  not  yourselves.  Senators,  in  suppos- 
ing that  every  man  who  comes  and  resides  here 
five  years  is  tetter  qualified  to  vole  then  than 
others  are  the  day  they  land.  A  great  many  of 
the  men  who  come  here,  come  well  educated,  well- 
read,  well-informed,  and,  indeed,  know  all  the 
details  of  our  own  history,  and  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment better  than  many  Senators  here  know 
them.  Then,  sir,  as  a  question  of  safety  and 
strength  to  ourselves,  give  them  at  the  earliest 
moment  you  can  an  interest  in  the  country,  and 
they  will  be  Americans  indeed,  they  will  be 
Americans  in  heart  as  well  as  nome.  But  keep 
them  for  five  or  ten  years,  deprive  them  of  an 
early  enjoyment  of  political  privileges,  and  you 
tencl  to  alienate  them  instead  of  attaching  their 
offections  to  you,  your  people,  and  the  country 
and  its  Constitution.  Safety  and  prudence  to  our- 
selves, and  justice  to  them,  alike  demand  this 
policy,  in  my  judgment. 

Again,  I  say  I  regret  that  this  question  is  here, 


and  if  it  shall  return  this  bill  to  Ihe  other  House, 
which  will  necessarily  defeat  it,  1  shall  ileeply  de- 
plore the  consequences.  Let  me  implore  Senators 
to  forego  their  objections  to  this  minor  question  of 
expediency,  and  seize,  with  lialernal  feelings,  this 
opportuiiiiy  of  putting  at  rest  forever  the  great  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  BADGEa.  Mr.  President,  I  voted  for 
this  amendment  when  it  was  proposed  by  my 
friend  from  Delaware,  to  the  bill  which  passed  the 
Senate.  1  thought  the  amendment  right  then;  i 
think  it  right  now;  and  i  have  listened  to  discover 
what  reason  there  ia  why  I  should  now  vole 
against  an  amendment  which  I  before  voted  for, 
because  I  thought  it  right,  and  which  1  still  think 
to  be  right.  Well,  sir,  what  reason  hits  been  given 
to  us?  We  have  been  entertained  by  disquisi- 
tions upon  the  subject  of  the  Constitution.  1  con- 
cede that  this  is  no  constitutional  question.  With 
my  views  of  the  subject  heretolore  expressed  in 
the  Senate,  that  we  have  an  ample  and  absolute 
ppwer  over  these  Territories,  we  of  course  have  a 
right  to  model  their  governments  as  we  think 
proper,  to  give  the  elective  suffrage  to  whom  we 
think  proper,  and  in  each,  in  every,  and  in  all  re- 
specis,  to  do  with  the T||ritory ,  and  wilh  the  people 
who  may  choose  to  go  there,  as  we  think  just, 
reasonable,  and  proper.  This  is,  therefore,  no 
constitutional  question.  If  there  were  an  express 
provision  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
that  no  man  but  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  one  of 
the  Stales,  it  would  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
efl'eci  the  question  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  as  far  as  power  in  concerned. 

Then  we  have  been  told  that  a  majority  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  opposed  to  this 
amendment,  task  where  is  the  evidence  of  it? 
Was  any  vote  taken  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives upon  this  amendment?  No,  sir.  Was  an 
opportunity  ever  alTorded  in  that  House  to  take 
a  vote  upon  this  amendment?  No,  sir.  We  all 
know  perfeclly  well  that  the  House,  having  up  a 
bill  which  had  originated  in  that  body,  having 
passed  through  the  ordeal  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  aod  having  that  bill  reported  to  the 
House,  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Territorial  Committee  of  the  House  imme- 
diately moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill,  x, 
the  bill  whicli  had  passed  the  Senate,  without  the 
amendment  adopted  upon  the  motion  of  my  friend 
from  Delaware,  and  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Weall  know,  that  question  being  demanded, 
and  the  demand  being  seconded,  no  amendment 
could  be  moved  to  Ihe  bill,  no  debate  could  be  had 
upon  the  bill,  no  explanation  could  be  given  of 
the  position  of  members  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular question,  and  nothing  was  left  but  to  vote 
for  or  against  the  bill. 

The  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
House  voted  to  sustain  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question  proves  not  their  opinions  wilh  re- 
gard to  this  amendment.  If  1  had  been  a  member 
of  that  House,  1  should  have  voted  so  myself. 
We  all  know  the  condition  of  things  there.  We 
all  know  the  contest  that  had  been  waged.  We 
all  know  that  a  protracted  discussion  had  been 
engaged  in,  and  all  the  parliamentary  tactics, 
which  the  rules  of  the  House  directly  or  indirectly 
allowed,  had  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  judgment  of  the  majority  of  the  House 
being  given  on  that  bill.  Therefore,  if  1  had  been 
a  member  ol  the  House,  important  as  I  think  this 
amendment  to  be,  I  would  undoubtedly  have  voted 
to  sustain  the  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
and  thereby  maintain  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
jority to  determine  upon  the  business  of  the 
House. 

Hence,  Mr.  President,  it  is  an  assumption, 
without  proof,  to  say  that  a  majority  ot  that 
House  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed by  my  friend  from  Maryland.  I  know 
gentlemen  who  concur  entirely  with  me  upon  that 
subject,  but  who  voted,  nevertheless,  to  sustain  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  who  voted  for 
the  bill  withoutthis amendment,  who  looked  upon 
it  as  decidedly  a  matter  of  importance  to  obtain 
the  amendment,  but  who,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  placed,  felt  themselves  bound  as 
I  would  have  fell  myself  bound,  by  higher  and 
loftier  considerations  even  than  the  question  of 
this  amendment,  important  as  it  is,  to  sanction  the 
call  for  Ihe  previous  question,  and  have  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House  upon  the  measure.  Therefore, 


when  we  are  told  that  the  majority  of  the  Houae 
of  Representatives  ia  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
we  may  be  told  so  by  gentlemen  very  sincerely; 
gentlemen  may  have  the  private  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  individual  members,  and  may  thus  for 
themselves  collect  the  general  sentiment  of  that 
House;  but  there  has  been  no  manirestalioii  in  the 
House  of  the  judgment  of  the  Plouse  upon  it. 
And,  therefore,  also,  it  follows,  that  when  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  tells  us  if  we 
adopt  this  amendment  the  bill  is  lost,  it  is  a  con- 
clusion founded  upon  no  premises.  It  is  a  deduc- 
tion warranted  by  no  precedent  matter.  It  is  a 
mere  opinion,  entitled  to  no  greater  respect  than 
if!  should  say,  if  you  adopt  this  amendment,  you 
will  insure  the  support  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senlatives  to  it. 

Well  then,  sir,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  amendment  is  right,  why  should  I  not 
vote  for  it  ?  If  it  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  it  becomes  a  question  between  the 
two  Houses,  it  is  one  thing  to  insist  upon  such 
an  amendment,  to  the  loss  of  the  bill,  and  another 
thing  to  give  to  the  House  of  Representalivea 
what,  accirding  to  their  rules,  they  have  never 
yel  had,  an  opportunity  of  saying  whether  they 
are  for  or  against  it.  I  do  not  make  this  amend- 
ment a  jine^ua  noji.  I  agree  with  my  friend  from 
Georgia,  that  there  is  a  principle  in  this  bill  more 
important  than  is  involved  in  ihe  amendment.  If 
the  Senate  vote  down  the  amendment,  I  shall  vole 
for  the  bill.  If  the  House  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment, I,  for  one,  will  never  consent  to  lose  the 
bill  upon  any  such  disagreement.  But  I  think  it 
ia  rather  too  much  to  ask  me  to  vote  against  an 
amendment  which  I  believe  to  be  right,  which  I 
believe  to  be  important,  which  I  think  contains 
the  recognition  of  what  is  valuable,  upon  a  mere 
hypothesis  that  Ihe  House  is  opposed  to  a  meas- 
ure upon  which  the  House  has  never  voted. 

Mr.  President,  I  rjin  understand  very  well  the 
position  of  a  number  of  my  friends  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  1  cast  no  censure  upon  them, 
none  at  all.  As  I  have  said,  if  I  had  been  there, 
I  should  have  voted  with  them,  and  surrendered 
my  particular  views  in  regard  to  this  amendment 
to  ihe  condition  of  things  which  made  it  neces- 
sary, to  enable  the  majority  of  the  House  to  de- 
cide upon  the  pending  questions.  Jn  this  body, 
thank  Heaven,  we  are  under  no  such  necessity. 
We  can  here  bring  forward  a  que.stion,  discuss  it, 
give  ample  time  for  its  discussion,  and  when  it 
has  been  discussed,  we  can  have  the  judgment  of 
the  majority,  without  waiting  days  and  nights  in 
calling  the  roll  of  this  body  upon  questions  to  ad- 
journ, to  adjourn  over,  and  all  imaginable  techni- 
calities which  the  rules  of  order  can  be  made  to 
supply.  Therefore,  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  consider  this  amendment,  and  why  we 
should  not  dispose  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  what  ia  the  amendment?  Is  it  unjust 
or  unfair  to  anybody?  It  is  to  allow  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Suites  in  these  Territories  to  elect 
the  legislative  body,  and  then  to  determine  upon 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Territories.  For 
one  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  who 
may  be  in  the  Territories,  whether  the  institution 
of  slavery  is  to  be  introduced  into  them  or  not. 
But  I  am  not  willing  to  leave  it  to  those  who  are 
not  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  to  men  who  are 
poured  fresh  from  the  workhouses,  from  the  igno- 
rance, from  ihe  filth,  from  the  debasement,  which 
mark  the  lowest  orders  in  the  diflerent  countries 
of  Europe;  just  lauded  upon  our  soil,  ignorant  of 
our  institutions;  ignorant,  many  of  them,  of  every- 
thing except  the  performance  of  some  mechanical 
operation  in  a  particular  trade,  or  except,  perhaps, 
that  one  knows  how  to  hoe,  and  another  to  delve; 
men  who  can  neither  read  nor  write;  men  whose 
associations  have  brought  them  into  no  contact 
by  which  the  understanding  has  been  developed; 
men  who  have  no  sympathies  wilh  us,  or  our 
country;  men  who  are  just  landed,  finding  here  a 
refuge  from  oppression,  if  you  please,  or  from 
punishment,  if  you  please,  or  from  starvation,  if 
you  please,  to  determine  the  political  condition  of 
a  Territory,  which  is  hereafter  to  become  a  State 
•of  this  Union. 

Why,  my  friend  from  Indiana  would  seem,  ac- 
cording to  his  argument,  to  imply  that  the  longer 
these  persons  are  here,  the  less  reliable  they  are. 
He  says,  take  them  fresh,  the  moment  they  come 
here,  and  let  them  become  proprietors  of  laud. 


)igiti7ed  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1807 


Well,  sir,  if  they  are  to  wait  untU  tbey  become 
proprietors  of  land,  I  pray  you  what  becomes  of 
the  principle  of  unlimited  suffi-age  ?  But  it  is  said 
you  must  give  them  the  land.  Well,  how  does 
that  qualify  thetn  to  know  what  the  institutions  of 
the  new  Territory  should  be?  It  may  give  theni 
a  desire  that  those  insututions  should  be  right; 
but  to  desire,  and  to  know  how  to  accomplish 
thing,  are  two  very  different  qualities.  It  is  true, 
as  the  honorable  Senator  says,  that  many  persons 
come  to  settle  in  this  country,  who  are  men  of 
character,.men  of  intelligence,  men  who,  at  once, 
would  be  able  to  assume  and  discharge  respectably 
the  functions  of  a  citizen;  but  we  must  recollect 
that  is  not  the  character  of  the  class  altogether, 
nor  the  character  of  the  classgenerally.  Where- 
fore, I  think,  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers  was 
true  and  right.  They  required  that  foreigners 
should  undergo  a  probation,  should  live  among 
ua,  should  signify  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
zens; lime  should  elapse  afterwards;  the  eye  of  the 
community  should  be  upon  them;  and  evidence 
should  be  given  finally  to  their  upright  deportment 
their  good  moral*fcharacter,  their  exhibition  of  an 
attachment  to  the  institutions  of  the  country,  be- 
fore they  were  clothed  with  the  character  of  citi- 
zens. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  says  that  citizenship 
and  suffrage  are  not  the  same  thing.  Undoubt- 
edly; but  ciiizensbip  is  the  ttatiu  which  is  pre- 
supposed to  exist  in  every  man  before  he  is  capa- 
ble of  receiving  the  right  of  suffrage.  That  was 
the  notion  of  our  forefathers.  It  is  a  discovery  of 
modern  ti  mes,  that  aman  may  be  a  political  member 
of  a  community,  so  far  as  to  exercise  the  powers 
of  the  ballot-box,  to  vote  for  legislators,  to  elect 
all  the  officers  of  the  community,  and  yet  that  he 
should  not  have  a  citizenship  in  the  country  which 
he  thus  aids  in  governing.  When  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  framed,  and  it  was 
paid  therein  that  the  electors  of  the  members  of 
the  House  uf  Representatives  should  be  those  who, 
under  the  State  constitutions,  were  entitled  to  vote 
for  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, the  idea  of  unnaturalized  foreigners  voting 
had  entered  the  minds  of  no  people,  of  no  Slate 
in  the  Union.  I  know  it  is  past  reach;  but,/ic- 
•ording  to  my  Judgment,  every  provision  in  the 
constitution  of  any  State  in  this  Union,  which 
now  or  hereafter  may  authorize  an  unnaturalized 
foreigner  to  vote,  is  in  eonfiict  with  the  spirit  and 

Frinciple  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
know  we  had  in  the  constitution  of  my  own 
Staie,  adopted  in  1776,  a  provision  whi(Ui  con- 
ferred all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  the  power  of 
holding  real  estate,  and  the  right  of  voting,  upon 
foreigners  who  came  there  to  settle,  and  who  bad 
resided  twelve  months,  and  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. But  we  have  alwaysconsidered  that  from 
the  moment  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  adopted,  conferring  the  power  of  naturaliza- 
tion upon  this  Government,  tpto  facto  that  provis- 
ion of^  the  State  constitution  was  annulled. 

Mr.  President,  although  I  concede  that  this  is 
not  a  ppramonnt  matter  with  me,  though  I  admit 
there  is  a  high  principle  in  this  bill  which  I  will 
carry  out  without  this  amendment  if  I  cannot  ob- 
tain (he  amendment;  yet  I  see  no  reason  why,  be- 
lieving the  amendmfent  to  be  right,  I  should  not 
vote  for  it  now,  as  I  voted  for  it  when  it  was  pro- 
posed before,  and  when  I  then  deemed  it  to  be 
right.  If  it  had  been  the  case,  that  a  decided  and 
undoubted  expressionof  the  opinion  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  been  obtained  upon  this 
amendmentand  found  to  be  adverse  to  it,  I  should 
vote  against  it;  but  no  such  opinion  having  been 
expressed,  no  opportunity  having  been  afforded 
for  its  expression,  no  evidence  being  furnished  but 
that  a  majority  of  that  House  is  for  it,  I  wish  to 
put  the  amendment  here,  and  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  saying,  whether  it  meets  their  ap- 
probation or  not.  If  it  does  not,  I  shall  not  be 
for  losing  the  bill  for  want  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  prob- 
able that  my  naked  vote  upon  this  subject,  either 
one  way  or  the  other,  would  not  be  very  well  un- 
derstood; and  the  occasion,  perhaps,  is  one  that 
requires  of  me  to  make  a  few  remarks,  by  way  of 
explaining  the  course  I  may  think  proper  to  pursue 
upon  this  subject.  Justice  to  others,  and  justice 
to  myself,  require  it. 

The  issues  which  have  grown  out  of  this  bill 
scarcely  leave  any  gentleman  the  right  to  consult 
his  independent  judgment.    I  am  free  to  say  so. 


I  may,  in  ftntine,  say,  that  if  I  had  been  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  I  should  have  voted 
with  the  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  in  favor  of  the 
bill  without  this  provision.  1  will  say,  further,  that 
whether  the  amendment  be  adopted  or  not,  1  shall 
vote  for  this  bill.  May,  further,  I  do'not  know 
but  that  there  may  be  such  a  change  of  circum- 
stances, during  to-day  or  to-morrow,  as  may  re- 
quire of  me,  rather  than  to  put  this  bill  in  jeopardy, 
by  sending  it  back  to  the  other  House,  or  putting 
it  in  a  position  where  it  will  be  subjected  to  the 
hazards  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  to  waive 
the  opinion — the  very  strong  opinion — which  I  en- 
tertain upon  this  subject.  I  have  already  given  a 
vote  in  favor  of  theaniendment.  It  was  not  intro- 
duced at  my  instance;  or  on  consultation  with  me 
or  my  friends,  i  believed  it  right,  and  I  voted  for 
it.  I  think  I  have  gone  very  far  in  reconciling 
myself  to  vote  for  this  bill,  with  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  attributed  to  it  by  those 
who  are  likely  to  vote  for  it.  I  have  gone  very 
far,  when  1  admit  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill, 
whether  it  contain  this  amendment  or  not. 

Now,  sir,  we  propose  to  bring  into  existence 
two  sovereign  States;  and  at  this  time,  as  far  as 
our  legialauve  Oovernment  goes,  we  are  to  in- 
fluence their  destiny.  As  has  been  said  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Indiana,  we  are  about  to 
give  to  the  people  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  a  blank 
piece  of  paper,  or  a  stone,  upon  which  they  are 
to  write  tne  laws  that  are  to  influence  the  destmy 
of  those  republics.  I  am  one  of  those  who  do 
not  believe  that  any  people  settling  upon  our 
Territories  have  the  right  of  self-appropriation. 
1  do  not  believe  in  the  principle  that  the  transient 
population  settling  upon  our  Territories  have  the 
right  of  self-investiture  of  sovereignty,  to  shape 
out  with  their  fingers  what  shall  be  the  bounda- 
ries of  this  State  or  that  State;  or  to  assume,  with- 
out the  previous  action  of  Congress,  the  right  of 
forming  themselves  into  a  State,  and  forming  such 
a  constitution  as  they  may  think  proper.  There- 
fore, when  I  delegate  to  any  people  this  very 
high  ofiice,  this  important  function  of  making 
laws,  and  of  doing  more,  of  putting  into  existence 
institutions  which  are  to  influence  the  destinies 
of  this  Confederacy,  I  have  a  right  to  pause. 
In  doing  this  I  am  not  willing,  for  one,  to  give 
the  right  of  suffrage  or  the  right  of  voting,  for 
those  who  are  to  make  the  laws,  to  any  but  those 
who  are,  by  birth  or  by  naturalization,  American 
citizens. 

1  have  been  told  that  there  are  those  who  live 
abroad  who  would  have  equal  capability  with 
Senators  here  to  form  a  system  of  laws.  I  shall 
not  dispute  it;  and  perhaps  if,  by  my  legislative 
choice,  I  could  discriminate  so  far  as  to  select  this 
man  or  that  man  to  be  a  citizen  and  make  laws 
for  me,  I  might  be  willing  to  assume  upon  myself 
the  office  of  doing  so.  But,  sir,  it  is  a  different 
thing  when  we  are  to  invite  foreigners  to  come 
here— foreigners  who  are  unaccustomed  even  to 
the  principles  of  the  common  la  w,  the  magna  charta 
from  which  we  derive  all  our  notions,  hot  red  re- 
publicans from  France  or  from  Germany.  When 
the  selection  is  not  to  be  confined  to  those  who 
have  in  some  measure  been  accustomed  to  the 
administration  of  the  English  law,  either  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  I  would  pause  for  a  long  time 
before  I  would  devolve  such  an  office  on  those 
who  have  been  invited  here,  and  especially  after 
I  have  seen  the  demonstration  that  has  been  made 
by  irresponsible  crowds  of  foreigners  not  know- 
ing what  they  are  about.  Have  I  not  already 
seen  that  Abolitionists  have  invited  this  very  class 
of  persons  to  join  them?  Under  their  influence, 
they  have  raetand  have  dared  to  bum  in  effigy  one 
of  tne  American  Senators, foractingupon  the  grave 
responsibilities  of  his  position  here  in  this  Senate 
house.  If  the  option  were  given  to  me  to  allow 
such  persons  to  come  and  vote,  I  would  exclude 
them,  whilst  I  might  admit  a  very  different  class. 
I  have,  therefore,  strong  opinions  upon  this  sub- 
ject— not  constitutional  I  grant.  I  admit  the  prac- 
tice has  varied.  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  have 
a  synopsis  of  your  laws  upon  this  subject  pre- 
pared, and  I  will  state  it  to  the  Senate 

Northwest  Territokt. — Ordinance  1787. 

Quoiyico/ion  bf  Fotn-s.— That  a  freehold  in  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  the  district,  having  been  a  citizen 
of  one  of  the  States,  and  being  resident  in  the 
district,  or  the  like  freehold  and  two  years  resi- 
dence in  the  district,  shall  be  necessary  to  qualify 
a  nan  as  an  elector  of  a  Representative. 


1798.  Mitiiiiirn. — Sams  as  the  above;  ordi- 
nance  1787. 

1800.  Ikdiana. — Same.  * 

18u4.  LooisiAMA. — Legislative  Council. 

1805.  MtCHioAN. — Same  as  the  ordinance  1787. 

1809.  Illinois. — Same  as  the  ordinance  1787. 

1813.  Additional  legislation  on  (he  subject,  as 
follows: 

That  upon  the  admission  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory into  the  second  grade  of  territorial  govern- 
ment, in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  dividing  Indiana  into  two 
separate  governments,"  each  and  every  free  while 
malt  person  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a 
county  or  territorial  tax,  and  who  shall  have  re- 
sided one  year  in  said  Territory  previous  to  any 
general  election,  and  be  at  the  time  of  any  such 
election  a  resident  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  said  Territory. 

[First  departure  from  the  ordinance  1787.] 
-  1812.  MissooRi. — ^That  all  free  white  male  ei(- 
zem  of  the  United  States,  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  have  resided  in  said  Territory 
twelve  months  next  preceding  an  election,  and 
who  shall  have  paid  a  territorial  or  county  tax, 
assessed  at  least  six  months  previous  thereto,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  said  Territory. 

1817.  Alabaua. — Same  as  ordinance  of  1787. 

1819.  Arkansas. — Same  as  Missouri,  1813. 

1836.  Wisconsin.—  [Freehold  qualification  first 
stricken  out.l — ^Thai  every  free  white  male  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  said 
Territory  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be 
eligible  to  any  office  within  said  Territory:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  right  of  suffrage  shall  be  exercised 
only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

1838.  Iowa. — Same  as  Wisconsin. 

1849.  Minnesota. — Same  as  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa,  with  the  additional  words  in  the  proviso, 
and  those  who  shall  have  declared,  on  oath,  their 
intention  to  become  such,  and  shall  have  taken  an 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

From  this  statement  of  our  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject it  will  be  seen  that  our  legislation  has  shown 
a  greatdegree  of  indifference  in  regard  to  it,  by 
those  who  have  superintended  it.  At  one  time  it 
would  have  been  very  wrong  of  Congress  to  re- 
quire none  but  citizens  to  vote,  when,  m  fact,  the 
Territories  were  so  remote  that  citizens  could  not 
very  well  get  there.  Hence,  in'  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  many  persons  did  vole  who 
were  not  citizens;  but  they  were  required  to  be 
actual  residents,  and  a  property  qualification  was 
imposed.  In  1809  actual  settlers,  with  one  year's 
residence,  were  allowed  to  vote. 

In  view  of  this  variation  in  our  policy  on  this 
subject,  I  am  free  to  say  I  have  no  constitutional 
scruples.  My  objection  is  broadly  to  the  policy 
of  devolving  upon  unnaturalized  persons  coming 
from  abroad  the  right  of  shaping  our  territorial 
governments.  I  do  not  know  what  course  I 
might  have  taken  if  this  were  a  new  question; 
but  1  have  considered  the  subject,  and  I  have 
brought  my  mind  to  this  conclusion.  I  do  not 
say  that  my  objections  are  so  insuperable  that 
they  may  not  be  overcome;  but  at  present  I  retain 
them,  and  they  are  very  strong  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  when  this  amend- 
ment was  originally  introduced  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware  to  the  Senate  bill,  I  voted 
for  it;  and  it  it  known  to  that  Senator,  and  to 
other  Senators  on  this  floor,  that  I  had  a  right  to 
'expect  that  if  his  amendment  were  incorporated 
into  the  bill  he  would  vote  with  me  for  it.  But 
although  his  amendment  was  incorporated  into 
the  bill,  he  did  not  vote  for  the  measure;  and  in 
that  respect  I  was  disappointed. 

Mr.  President,  I  made  no  speech  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  this  bill,  nor  do  I  design  to  make  one.  It 
has  been  my  habit,  when  others  on  this  floor  have 
fully  discussed  the  principles  of  any  measure  so 
that  they  could  go  to  our  common  constituency, 
to  rest  myself  satisfied  with  my  vote  in  accordance 
with  what  I  thought  right.  The  friends  of  this 
measure  have  believed,  1  believe,  that  it  contains 
one  great  principle  which  will  prevent  future  suc- 
cessful agitation  upon  the  subiect  of  slavery,  and 
that  principle  is  that  th«  people  of  the  Territories, 
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irrespective  of  any  congressional  action,  should  J 
regulate  that  matter  for  themselves.  j| 

'Now,  I  can  readily  understand  why  my  hon-  I 
orable  friend  from  Delaware  may  very  consist-  | 
ently  press   this   amendment   here,  because,  al- 
though it  should  be  adopted,  he  would  yet  vote 
against  the  bill;  and  the  very  reason  which  deters 
me  from  voting  as  I  did  before  for  the  amendment,  , 
is  an  apprehension  of  the  defeat  of  the  measure  if 
it  be  aaopted.    That,  however,  would  be  an  in- 
ducement to  the  honorable  Senator  lo  advocate 
and  press  the  amendment,  which  hSs  been  again    , 
introduced.    Butmy  honorable  friend  from  North 
Carolina  says  we  have  no  evidence  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  the  amendment  of  the  honor-   ; 
able  Senator  from  Delaware,  because  no  vote  was 
there  taken  upon  it.     Why,  sir,  1  apprehend  that 
my  honorable  friend  should  be  aware  that  those 
who  had  the  management  of  this  measure  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  would  | 
hardly  have  pursued  the  course  they  did  unless 
they  were  aware  that  the  bill  would  be  defeated 
if  this  amendment  had  been  retained  in  it.     But  1 
submit  to  the  Senate,  whether  the  law  of  Illinois, 
as  read  by  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  does  not  show  conclusively  that  if 
this  amendment  were  contained  in  the  bill  it  would  | 
lose  very  many  votes  which  it  obtained  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.    By  the  constitution 
of  that  Suite,  as  read  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  every  free  white  male  resi- 
dent, being  of  a  certain  age,  is   entitled  to  vote, 
provided  he  has  paid  taxes.  { 

Mr.  BUTLER.    My  friend  from  Maryland  is, 
perhaps,  laboring  under  a  slight  error.     1  did  not  | 
read  from  the  constitution  of  Illinois;  nor  do  I  , 
know  what  her  constitution  is  now  so  far  as  re-  i 
gards  the  qualification  of  voters;  but  1  read  from 
the  act  of  Congress  for  the  formation  of  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  the  provision  that  all  persons  who 
resided  there  one  year,  and  had  paid  a  county  or 
territorial  tax,  should  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  only  designed  to  bring  to  the 
view  of  the  Senate,  that  not  only  Illinois,  but 
other  Slates  of  the  Union,  allow  them  to  vote  for 
all  their  Slate  officers,  and  under  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  they 
are,  ptr  .«,  entitled  to  vote  for  all  Federal  officers; 
that  there  are  other  States  besides  Illinois  which 
allow  every  person  to  vote.  They  are  not  par- 
ticularly interested,  except  so  far  as  the  common 
welfare  of  our  general  country  is  concerned  in 


Mr.  BROWN.  I  think  the  honorable  Senator 
wholly  misunderstands  the  rule  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  If  the  bill  goes  back  to  the 
House  with  this  amendment,  the  simple  question 
will  be  as  to  whether  the  House  will  concur  in 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  May  they  not  order  the  bill  to 
lie  on  the  table,  or  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole? 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  the  opponents  have  the 
power  they  may,  but  they  have  shown  that  they 
have  not  the  power.  Have  they  not  fought  two 
or  three  weeks  over  it  ? 

Mr.  PETTIT.  They  can  order  it  to  lie  on  the 
table  or  refer  it  to  Oie  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  never  get  it  out  again.  I  have  seen  such 
things  done  there. 

Mr.  PRATT.     Mr.  President,  I  do  not  profess 
to  be  familiar  either  with  the  parliamentary  rules 
of  the  House  or  of  the  Senate.     It  is  a  subject 
which  has  never  very  deeply  engaged  my  atten- 
tion; but  I  apprehend,  sir,  according  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  thing,  if  this  bill  goes  back  to 
the  House  in  which  it  originated ,  that  House  may 
offer  any  amendment  to  the  bill  it  pleases. 
Mr.  PETTIT.     Certainly  it  may. 
Several  Senators.     Oh  no. 
Mr.  PRATT.    You  see  there  is  a  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion.    Some  say   "Oh  yes,"  others 
"Oh  no.'* 

Mr.  PETTIT.  They  must  concur  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PRATT.     Yes,   sir;  and   they   can  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment;  or  introduce 
a  bill  in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
'  ment. 

I      Mr.  BROWN.     I  understand  that  an  amend- 
1  ment  offered  must  be  germane  to  this  amendment, 
>  and  they  cannot  amend  the  general  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  They  can  kiU  the  bill  by 
ordering  it  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Oh  yes;  the  Senator  says  they 
can  kill  the  bill  by  ordering  it  to  lie  upon  the  ta- 
ble. So  they  may;  and  so  they  might  have  killed 
it  at  any  time  during  the  last  six  weeks  or  two 
months,  but  they  have  not  done  it. 

Mr.  PRATT.     It  is  sufficient  for  my  argument 

that  they  certainly  will  have  the  subject  up  again 

J  by  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  if  I  am  wrong — 

and  I  do  not  think  I  am— in  the  general  proposi- 

I  tion  which  I  have  submitted.    Now,  allow  me  to 

I  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator  from   Delaware, 

if 


this  great  principle  which  I  have  brought  to  your    ,  [Mr.  Clayton,]  who  is  not  for  the  bill  even 
attenfion.     Is  it  not  more  than  we  can  expect,  if  l|  this  amendment  be  adopted,  and  to  my  honorable 
"is  bill  is  sent  back  to  the  House  of  Represent-   !  friend  from  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Badger,]  who 


atives,  that  these  gentlemen  will  vote  to  exclude 
very  many  of  those  persons  who  have  put  them 
in  the  seats  which  they  occupy  ? 

It  is  a  matter,  however,  of  details  to  which  I 
have  |)aid  very   little   attention,  but  those   who 


is  for  it  whether  the  amendment  be  adopted  or  not, 
why  does  the  Senator  want  his  amendment?  Is 
it  to  defeat  the  bill  ?  He  is  against  it  even  if  the 
amendment  be  adopted.  Why  does  he  want  it? 
I  give  him  credit  for  supposing— for  1  really  be- 


have, will  rwdily  see' that'thisof  itself  would  tend  !   lieve  he  wants  it  because  he  thinks-that  it  cou 
nave.  Will  rcQu   X •:->-      tains  a  great  American   principle,  and  one  which 

ought  to  be  adopted;   and  I  agree  with  him.     But 


to  detract  from  'the  bill  very  many  votes  which 
were    obtained    in    the   other  House,  and  many 


is  there  no  other  way  in  which  he  can  attain  that 
:  object  ?     Does  the  passjige  of  his  amendment  upon 
I  this  bill  attain   it?     Why,  sir,  we  have  now  in 
existence  the  territorial  governments  of  Minne- 
sota, Washington,  Oregon,  and  perhaps  others — 
I  but  those  three  are  enough  to  mention  for  my  pur- 
pose— conuining  this  very  provision.     Now,  does 
lie  wipe  out  this  stain,  as  he  would  term  it,  upon 


more  than  would  be  sufficient  to  obtain  its  pas- 
sage. Now,  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  sup- 
poses—and to  that  notion  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware  (Mr.  Clayton]  nodded  assent  as 
if  he  concurred  in  it— that  if  the  amendment  be 
adopted,  the  bill  will  go  back  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  only  effect  will  be  for  the 

House  to  say  that  they  will  or  will  not  concur  in  ,    ...  ..-r ■  i,i„„i,;. 

the  amendment,  and  that  then  it  will  come  here,  the  government  of  he  country  by  making  his 
and  we  are  to  say  whether  we  shall  recede  from  j  amendment  to  this  bil  ,  and  suffering  the  same 
U  orTot      Mr.  P^sident,  that  is  not  so.  '  principle  to  be  retained  in  the  ""''°"''' S^^X 

Mr.  BADGER.     You  are  much  mistaken.  ments  now  in  existence?    If  the  object  of  the 

Mr.  PRATT.     I  am  much  mistaken,  sir?    1 
should  be  glad  to  be  corrected,  if  I  am  mistaken.  ^ 
But  as  I  understand  it,  the  bill  which  passed  the 
Senate  has  not  passed  the  House;  but  they  have 
taken  up  an  original  bill  which  was  introduced 

into  the  House.     Hence  this  is  not  a  Senate  bill,      -c -   -- ,         .    «  „,i  i,„  „,mi  fin.f  .v»ru 

but  it  is  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  House,  so  that     ments  in  that  particular,  and  he  *'»  fi"f  «7  7 

if  we  pass  it  with  an  amendment,  it  goes  back,  and     southern  man  who  is  here  now,  supporting  this 

it  is  not  only  the  amendment  which  comes  under 

the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  the  whole  bill, 

and  this  whole  subject  of  agitation  is  introduced 

anew  into  the  House  precisely  as  if  it  were  first 

brought   there  to-day.    That  1  apprehend  to  be 

80.    Therefore  the  dangers  which  the  honorable 

Senator  seems  to  suppose  exist  only  in  the  imag 


honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  be,  as  I  suppose 
it  to  be,  simply  to  have  incorporated  in  the  legis- 
lation of  this  country  this  great  American  princi- 
ple, that  none  but  American  citizens  should  be 
allowed  to  rule  in  the  country,  let  him  introduce 
a  general  bill,  altering  all  the  territorial  govern- 


ination  of  those  wholiave  spoken  upon  this  side 
of  the  question,  1  humbly  apprehend  do  in  reality 
exist. 


bill,  and  going  against  his  amendment,  going  with 
him.  .     ,  ,  . 

1  submit  to  all  those  who  have  spoken,  or  who 
have  not  spoken  upon  this  amendment,  whether 
it  would  not  be  correct,  in  point  of  policy,  for 
those  who  desire  in  reality  the  incorporation  of 
this  A  merican  principle,  advocated  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  to  introduce  a  bill  here  placing  it 
m  all  the  territorial  governments  of  the  Union  ? 
TJiat  would  be  the  true  plan,  sir.    The  true  plan 


is  not  to  place  it  upon  this  bill,  and  run  the  risk  of 

having  defeated  a  bill  which  has  already  produced 
so  much  agitation  throughout  the  whole  country, 
and  to  send  it  back  to  the  House,  where  that  agi- 
tation will  be  continued,  becauae'its  incorporation 
here  will  insure  no  one  isolated  beneficial  purpose. 
It  still  leaves  in  the  legislation  of  our  country  the 
same  principle;  and  you  would  then  have  to  adopt 
a  general  law,  as  I  propose  the  Senate  shall  do 
now. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  vole  against  the  amend- 
ment, although  I  feel  as  deeply  as  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  or  any  other  Senator  upon  this 
floor  can  feel,  the  want  of  policy  in  suffering  for- 
eigners to  take  upon  themselves,  before  they  are 
naturalized,  the  garb  of  American  citizens.  Al- 
though I  feel  it  as  strongly  as  any  man  here,  and 
am  prepared  to  resist  it,  yet  I  think  its  proper 
place  is  not  upon  this  bill. 

It  is  not  for  Congress,  Mr.  President,  unltaa 
you  can  amend  your  Constitution,  to  initiate  this 
proceeding.  The  remedy  is  with  the  people  them- 
selves. Wefind  that  that  remedy  has  already  com- 
menced its  career.  We  find  tliat  these  separate 
foreign  political  organizations  throughout  thecoun- 
Iry,  superinduced  or  not  by  the  course  indicated 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  are  raising 
an  American  spirit  in  the  land,  which  is  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  this  suin  upon  our 
escutcheon.  It  must  be  public  opinion,  sir,  the 
public  opinion  of  the  native  and  naturalired  citi- 
zens of  this  country  which  is  to  cure  this  evil;  and 
it  cannot  be  cured  by  putting  the  amendment  on 
the  bill  which  is  now  upon  your  table.  1  believe 
it  will  be  cured.  The  spirit  is  now  abroad.  The 
people  of  this  great  country,  native  and  natural- 
ized, are  not  willing  to  see  their  birth-right  sub- 
ject to  the  foreign  importations  of  those  to  whom 
the  Senator  has  alluded,  or  of  others  who  may 
come  here  voluntarily  for  their  own  interest.  I 
have  trespassed,  Mr.  President,  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  Senate  than  I  intended. 

Mr.  HUNTER.   Mr.  President,  as  an  abstract 
question,  I  certainly  should  prefer  the  bill  as  it 
went  from  the  Senate;  that  is,  with  the  so-c«dled 
Clayton  amendment,  to  that  which  has  bean  re- 
turned to  us  from  the  House,  the  two  bills  differ- 
ing only,  as  I  understand,  in  that  respect,     m  I 
had  to  frame  a  bill  myself,  and  to  consult  only 
my  own  judgment  in  reference  to  it,  I  certainly 
should  prefer  the  Senate  bill  to  that  which  is  now 
under  consideration.    But.  sir,  I  am  not  allowed 
to  consider  it  in  reference  only  to  my  own  judg- 
ment; I  must  consider  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  is  returned  to  us.  1  believe  that  the  effect 
of  putting  on  this  amendment  will  be  to  hazard 
the  bill  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  I  do 
j  not  choose  to  try  such  an  experiment  on  a  meas- 
ure of  so  much  importance.     £iperinioi(um   in 
vilicorpore.  It  must  be  upon  some  cheap. substance 
that  we  can  venture  to  try  such  experiments  as 
I  these,  and  not  upon  a  bill  which  may  involve  the 
I  peace  and  harmony  of  the  whole  country.    1  can- 
not demonstrate  that  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment would  destroy  the  bill  in  the  Houaa-of  Rep- 
'  resentatives.    I  cannot,  perhaps,  produccevidence 
that  would  satisfy  my  friend  from  North  Carolina 
'  that  it  would  even  hazard  it..    But  such  evidence 
has  been  adduced  to  me  as  satisfies  me  that  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment  to  the  bill  will  not 
only  hazard  it  in  the  House,  but  may  destroy  it. 
There  are  various  ways  in  which  it  might  be  de. 
stroyed.    It  might  be  laid  on  the  table.     I  have 
seen  such  things  attempted.   It  might  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  At  any  rate, 
it  would  be  a  signal  for  the  renewal  of  that  agita- 
tion from  which  the  country  has  already  derived 
no  good;  and  which  I  should  be  unwilling  lo  see 
'  renewed  merely  for  the  sake  of  this  amendment. 
1  have  no  idea  that  it  will  be  possible  to  pass  the 
t  bill  with  the  amendment;  and  I  would  rather  have 
the  bill  without  it  than  see  the  whole  measure  de- 
stroyed, and  all  ihelaborsof  the  session,  in  regard 
to  this  exciting  question,  rendered  abortive. 
I      But  suppose  it  was  as  the  Senator  from  North 
i  Carolina  imagines,  that  the  only   question  was 
j  upon  this  amendment,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
I  sentatives  would  not  consent  to  renew  the  agila- 
!  tion;  that  there  would  be  no  one  there  who  would 
be  so  irritated  as  to  move  that  the  bill  lie  upon  the 
i  table;  that  there  would  be  none  there  who  would 
I  seek  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
I  still  it  is  to  be  considered  what  might  be  the  effect 
and  result  of  the  question  thus  presented.      It 
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wonld  be  opon  Ihia  Mkcd  question  of  the  amend- 
ment.  and  nothing  else;  if  we  can  euppoee  all  IhcM 
propitioua  circumatancea  to  exist  in  legard  to  the 
action  upon  it,  who  then  would  determine  this 
(Mieatioi)  ?  Why,  it  mi^bt  be  that  the  enemies  of 
we  bill,  with  a  small  minority  of  its  supportera, 
would  fix  that  amendment  upon  it,  and  tous  bur 
northern  friends,  who  have  come  forward  to 
sustain  the  bill,  and  risk  so  much  in  order  to  re- 
peal the  Missouri  restriction,  a  repeal  which  we 
value  so  highly,  might  have  to  go  home  and  meet 
the  responsibility  of  the  measure  with  this  obnox- 
ious restriction  upon  it.  Would  that  be  fair,  sir? 
We  understand  tJiat  the  bill,  as  it  is,  was  brought 
in  and  carried  through  upon  a  compromise  between 
its  northern  and  southern  friends.  Northern  sen- 
timent conceded  something  in  re{>eBling  the  Mis- 
souri restriction.  Southern  sentiment  conceded 
something  in  agreeing  to  reject  what  was  called 
the  Clayton  amendment.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
ia  foir,  and  just,  and  proper  for  us  to  ratify  that 
understanding,  and  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  Houee.  From  these  considerations  I  shall 
vote  against  the  amcndmAit;  although  i  say,  if  1 
had  nothing  to  consult  but  the  simple  au|^estions 
of  my  own  judgment,  I  should  vote  for  U.  But, 
'  under  existing  circumstances,  I  do  not  feel  at  lib- 
erty to  peril  the  bill  by  afixing  to  it  such  an 
amendment.    I  shall  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  desire  to  gire  an  explanation  of 
my  vote  on  this  subject  before  the  question  is 
laken.  I  do  not  wish  now  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  long.  The  honoroble  Senator 
ftvm  Illinois  has  intimated  to  me  the  desire  to 
haTe  the  questions  preliminary  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill  taken  this  erening. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Yes,  sir;  and  debate  it  to- 
morrow on  the  question  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  BELL.  But,  before  I  vote,  I  shall  desire 
to  make  an  explanation.  I  shall  not  detain  the 
Senate  long;  but  I  wish  now  to  reply  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Viiginia  particularly,  because 
my  vote  on  this  question  will  be  regulated  some- 
what by  the  sentiment  which  has  been  expressed 
by  various  gentlemen  who  are  friends  of  the  bill. 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  Mr.  President,  that  if  the 
bill  goes  to  the  House,  the  amendment  will  not  be 
concurred  in,  if  it  shall  be  made  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PETTIT.    There  is  no  possibility  of  it. 

Mr.  BELL.  It  will  not  be  concurred  in.  That 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  also; 
and,  therefore,  he  will  not  vote  to  ingraft  it  on  the 
bill.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator voted  for  the  amendment  when  offered  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  at  the  time  the 
bUI  was  formerly  under  our  consideration ! 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  did. 

Mr.  BELL.  And  1  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  now  to  aay,  that  if  it  were  anything  but 
a  mere  abstract  question  which  was  involvcia,  he 
would  vote  for  it  now? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  did  not  say  if  it  were  any- 
thing but  an  abstract  question;  I  said  that  if  it 
were  a  mere  abstract  question  I  would  vote  for  it 
now,  if  I  had  nothing  to  consider  but  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  own  judgment.  I  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  was  not  of  importance,  but  that  it  was  not 
of  sufHcient  importance  to  hazard  the  bill  upon 
it. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understood  the  Senator  to  aay 
that  if  it  was  anything  but  an  abstract  question, 
he  would  vole  for  it  now,  but  there  are  eonsiden- 
•  tions  behind  which  will  restrain  him.  He  is  of 
the  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  concurred  in  by  the 
House.  Does  the  honorable  Senator  infer  that 
the  bill  will  be  lost  if  the  House  does  not  concur 
in  the  amendment? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Does  the  Senator  ask  my 
opinion  ?  I  am  assured  by  those  who  I  think  are 
Mod  Judcea  of  the  sentiment  of  the  House,  that  the 
bin  would  be  endangered .  I  received  that  assurance 
not  ten  minutes  ago,  fVom  a  friend  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BELL.  But,  although  he  is  in  favor  of 
this  amendment  upon  principle,  he  will  waive  it 
on  the  ground  that  he  wants  another  greater  and 
higher  principle  established.  Various  gentlemen 
on  all  aides  have  taken  the  same  position.  I  pre- 
sume I  know  what  the  opinions  of  many  of  these 
Senators  are  as  to  that  point,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  any  of  them  distinctly  stated  what  that 
higher  principle  was  which  they  supposed  would 
be  established  by  the  bill,  and  which  would 
ioduee  them,  therefore,  to  waive  all  the  opinions 


which  they  held  as  to  the  axpcdieney  and  import- 
ance of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  will  tell  the  Senator,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  that  it  was  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri restriction  which  was  ths  pnnciple. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  understand  that.  1  should  like  to 
hear  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  what  they  mean 
in  regard  to  it.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia has  also  indicated  that  that  is  Ihejcreat 
object.  The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  BoTLBR,]  upon  another  occasion,  stated 
significantly,  and  in  expressive  language,  that  he 
expected  nothing  else,  but  to  take  that  thorn  from 
his  side.  Am  I  wrong  in  attributing  that  senti- 
ment to  the  honorable  Senator  ?  That  is  the  great 
principle  to  be  eetablished. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  If  the  honorable  Senator  al- 
ludes to  me,  I  will  still  repeat,  that  I  believe,  if 
the  northern  people  would  voluntarily  and  in  good 
faith  repeal  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  it  were 
a  contest  upon  a  man  fictitioas  issue,  whether  it 
resulted  to  one  or  the  other,  it  would  withdraw  a 
festering  thorn  from  the  side  of  the  South.  That 
was  my  opinion. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  understood  it.  It  was  a  fine 
feeling  and  a  patriotic  one,  according  to  his  judg- 
ment, of  the  effect  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  But  in  reference  to  this,  if  1 
should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  saying  wheth- 
er i  would  vote  for  this  amendment  or  not,  it  would 
be,  I  am  free  to  say,  because  1  would  not,  in  any 
vote  which  I  could  give,  do  injustice  to  my  own 
friends  from  the  South,  and  much  lass  would  I 
perform  any  office  that  would  have  the  appearance 
of  deserting  my  friends  from  the  North. 

Mr.  BBLL.  I  understand  that,  and  I  assure 
the  Senator  that  I  appreciate  hia  fiielings.  1  will 
say  that  I  have  considered  seriously  whether  I 
could  separate  myself  from  my  friends  fkom  the 
South  when  there  ssamed  to  be  a  generous  tender 
from  the  North  of  the  prineipte  which  is  proposed 
to  be  estabUahed  by  this  bill,  but  that  is  neither 
here  nor  there  just  now. 

But  anothsr  Senator  who  sits  near  me  [Mr. 
BADoaa]  spoke  also  of  the  bisk  principle,  the 
h^her  and  more  important  and  nindamental  prin- 
ciple, that  will  induct  him  to  vote  for  this  Milt 
though  the  amendment  in  support  of  which  he  has 
argued  so  ingenionshr  and  abfy,  giving  very  strong 
and  cogent  reasons  ror  it,  to  winch  many  people 
of  the  country  will  respond,  be  not  adopted.  He 
has  not  stated  what  Uiat  principle  ia  which  he 
wiahes  to  establish. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  not  only  slated  it,  but  I 
really  thought  if  my  friend  fh>m  Tennessee  had 
either  heard  my  spseeh  on  the  Nebraska  bill,  or 
rsad  it,  or  haard  of  it,  he  would  have  known  what 
it  was.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BELL.  I  want  to  know  it  now,  if  the 
honorable  Senator  will  please  to  state  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  honorable  Senator  can 
send  for  a  copy  of  the  speech  which  1  delivered, 
and  see  what  it  is. 

Mr.  BBLL.  I  heard  the  honorable  Senator 
make  his  speech;  bat  I  wanted  to  know  whedier 
he  corresponded  in  sentiment  with  the  honorable 
Senators  from  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia;  and  if  it  was  his  grsat  object  to  remove 
that  stigma  from  the  legislation  of  the  United 
States,  or  that  violation  of  the  Constitution  rather. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    That  ia  my  great  object. 

Mr.  BBLL.  That  I  understand.  The  honor- 
able Senaton  will  remember  that  1  do  not  reproach 
them.  I  have  not  the  slightest  diqposition  to 
qusstion  thsir  motivss  or  the  correctness  of  them. 
They  have  a  perfect  right  to  act  on  their  princi- 
ples; but  I  want  to  know  the  correspondence  that 
exists  between  these  honorable  gentlemen  now. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Pet- 
tit]  has  another  consideration  which  sways  him; 
for  he  expects  that  the  cauldron  which  is  boiling, 
if  we  do  not  ssttle  the  question  now,  will  continue 
to  boil,  and  that  thero  may  be  innumerable  other 
influences  set  in  motion  at  the  North  before  the 
next  Congress.  He  is  of  opinion  that  if  the  bill 
goes  back  to  the  House  witn  the  amendment,  it 
will  not  carry;  and  if  wedo  not  passthe  bill  now, 
he  says  that  the  country  will  never  again  have  an 
opportunity  to  establish  this  great  fundamental 
principle. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  did  not  say  "  never."  I  said 
it  would  endanger  it  for  years  to  come. 

Mr.  BBLL.  The  honorable  Senator  drew  a 
description  of  ths  country,  at  the  North  particu- 


larly. Now,  I  was  stivek  by  his  visws.  I  do 
not  know  but  that  he  ia  rignt  in  regard  to  the 
question,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  country  to  settle  the  question  now, 
if  this  great  principle  is  to  be  estabtiahed.  That 
is  what  I  say,  if  it  is  important  to  the  welfiire  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  Union  of  these  States,  that 
the  principle  should  be,  or  can  be,  established  by 
this  bill.  If  that  is  so,  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
Senator. 

But  I  want  to  know  what  that  great  fundam«ital 
principle  is  which  the  honorable  Senator  firom 
Indiana  thinks  so  important  to  establish  in  this 
country;  that  if  we  do  not  get  it  now  he  does  not 
know  whether  we  can  ever  get  it,  because  we  do 
not  know  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  next 
Congress. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  The  fundamental  prindple  to 
which  I  referred  was  substantially  that  staled  by 
the  Senator  firom  Georgia — that  is,  the  carrying  of 
the  same  policy  and  the  same  political  rights  all 
over  our  territory,  the  giving  to  the  people  of  the 
whole  Union  the  same  political  rights  over  every 
foot  of  the  territory.  North  and  &uth. 

Mr.  BELL.  Is  that  what  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  means  by  the  term  "  squatter 
sovereignty?" 

Mr.  PETTIT.    No,  air. 

Mr.  BBLL.  I  am  at  a  loss  again.  Perhujs 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Brown]  can  enlighten  me  upon  this  subject. 
What  is  the  great  fundamental  principle  to  be  es- 
tablished by  this  bill,  which  makes  it  so  ioiport- 
ant  that  we  should  pass  the  bill  without  the  Clay- 
ton amendment,  and  not  hazard  it  a  day  in.  tne 
House  ?  Honorable  Senatora  will  underatand  me; 
I  mean  to  conduct  myseir  with  perfect  fairness 
towards  them.  They  have  expressed  the  greatest 
apprahensions  that  tne,  principle  will  escape,  and 
which  the  Senator  from  Indiana  seemed  to  insin- 
uate would  escape  foreves  if  not  established  at 
this  time.  I  want  to  know  now  whether  that  is 
the  principle  of  squatter  sovereignty?  I  do  not 
mean  to  disparage  the  principle  or  the  r^ht  of  the 
people  to  govern  their  own  concerns  and  establish 
their  own  domestic  institutions.  I  do  not  mean 
to  state  anything  inconsistent  writh  the  principles 
which  I  held  on  the  legislation  of  1850.  I  do  not 
mean  to  involve  myself  in  any  ineonAiatency  aa 
to  the  doctrines  that  I  held  or  practiced  upon,  but 
what  I  want  to  do  ia  to  see  if  I  can  reconcile  the 
jarring  epiniona,  or  what  seem  to  be  the  jarring 
opinions,  of  those  honorable  Senaton  who  have 
expressed  so  great  an  interest  on  this  question. 

Mr.  PRAIT.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me  to 
interrupt  him  on  this  point  ? 

Mr.  BEXjL.  If  the  Senator  wants  to  answer 
any  question,  I  will  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  to  answers  question; 
but  I  will  not  interrupt  the  Senator. 

Mr.  BBLL.  Certainly;  if  that  is  all,  I  will 
yield. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  to  state  for  myssif,  you 
may  call  it  "  squatter  sovereignty,"  or  what  you 
pleaae 

Mr.  BELL.    I  do  not  use  that  term. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  principle  of  this  bill,  which 
I  denominate  the  great  prinaple,  which  we  ought 
not  to  surrender,  was,  in  the  first  place,  that  it 
struck  out  the  Missouri  compromise  line;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  that  it  adopted  in  its  stead  the 
principle  that  the  people  inhabiting  the  Territory 
should  decide  for  themselves  the  Government  un- 
der which  they  should  live. 

Mr.  BELL.  Well,  I  inferred  as  much  as  that, 
though  I  did  not  know  that  ths  honorable Ssnator 
had  such  an  objection  to  the  Missouri  eompro- 
miss.  I  thought  it  was  another  great  principle 
which  he  had  in  view — the  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention in  the  affaira  of  the  Territories  by  Con- 
gress— which  I  have  not  heard  mentioned  to-day, 
that  I  remember.  That  great  principle  of  non- 
intervention in  the  affairs  of  theXerritory  wasthe 
origin  of  this  bill.  That  is  the  principle  which  I 
underetood  to  be  aimed  at  originally  oy  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Illinois.  I  did  not  think 
there  was  so  much  a  disposition  to  set  aside  the 
Missouri  compromise,  because  it  was  a  hated  thing 
in  any  section  of  the  country,  but  only  to  give 
them  liberty  to  get  this  tabula  rata,  this  plain  sheet 
of  paper,  on  which  we  could  carry  out  the  great 
doctrine  of  non-intervention. 

Now,  if  I  have  done  injustice  to  what  were  the 
opinions  and  views  of  the  honorable  Senators  at 
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the  outset  of  this  argument,  I  beg  their  pardon ; 

and  1  ahall  be  ready  to  admit  it  when  they  explain. 

I  thought  it  was  the  principle  of  non-intervention 

which  was  held    to   be  so  important.     I  thought 

tliut  was  the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from  North 

Carolina  at  that  time, and  that  he  had  no  hostility 

:  puriicularly  to  the  Missouri  compromise.     On  the 

I  contrary,  I  thought  that  the   honorable  Senator 

[held  that  it  was  perfectly  constitutional,  and  that 

(it  was  only  necessary  to  repeal  the  compromise  in 

I  order  to  give  place  to  the  principle  of  non-inter- 

I  Tention. 

In  regard  to  this  amendment,  I  mistook  theSen- 

f«tor  from  Virginia,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks, 

.in  relalion  to  us  being  an  abstract  question.     But 

I  would  ask  that  honorable  Senator,  and  I  will  also 

I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Soiilh  Carolina, 

>  if  they  have  nol  yielded  up,  one  after  another,  in 

the  support  of  this  bill,  every  principle  contended 

for  by  the  ullra  Stale  Rigliis  party  of  the  South, 

except  the  simple  refieal  of  that  compromise? — 

whether  they  have  not  made  a  general  free-will 

offering  and  sacrifice  to  our  northern  friends.' 

Mr.   UUTLBR.     Mr.    President,   I    certainly 

'  would   not  undertake  to  be  the  exponent  of  the 

I  State  Rights  party  from  the  South;  but  1  do  not 

kni>w  any  constitutional  principle  that  we  have 

yielded. 

Mr.  BE:LL.  Then  I  understand  again.  That 
is  a  new  revelation.  1  understand  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  thinks  that  the  Constitution  will 
protect  slavery  in  these  Territories,  pass  it  when 
you  will. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  understand,  if  you  takeaway 
all  reslrictJoiis,  and  give  us  a  fair  chance,  we  are 
as  good  as  anybody  else.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BELL.     That  brings  ine  to  another  ques- 
■tion.     1   thank  the  honorable  Senator,  because  it 
'■:  enables   me  to  introduce  a  little  more  gracefully 
'the   idea   I  wanted   to  bring  in,  which  it  would 
I  otherwise  have  taken  some  circumlocution  to  get 
at.      Why  the  necessity    with    those   honorable 
Senators,  who  rely  on  the  integrity  and   inviola- 
bility of  the  Constitution,  of  repealing  the  Mis- 
'  aoori  compromise? 

"     Mr.  TOO.VIBS.    Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
-  answer  him  ? 

Mr.  BELL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  TOO.VIBS.    The  principle  which  I  under- 

'  stood  I   was  supporting,  was  the  amendment  of 

the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  for  which  you 

voted,  and  fur  which  I  voted;  for  this  repeal  you 

and  I  both  voted. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  repeal  of  the  principle  of  the 
Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  For  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  the  amendment  which  tiie  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois iniroduced,  you  and  I  voted,  and  agreed  to 
in  the  caucus  of  its  friends. 

Mr.  BELL.    That  is  not  a  fair  answer  to  the 
question  which  I  put;  and  I  would  nol  have  asked 
■uch  a  question  of  the  honorable  Senator,  though 
I  will  not  complain  of  it.     I  shall  have  occasion, 
perhaps,  to  explain  it.     With  regard  to  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise  upon  constitutional 
'  grounds,  the  honorable  Senator  says  I  voted  for 
r  Jl  when  offered  as  an  amendment.     That  is  not 
>n  answer  to  the  question,  I  respectfully  submit. 
I  He  says  his  great  object  is  to  secure  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise,  because  it  was  an  un- 
:  constitutional  act,  and  that  is  the  great  principle 
which  he  will  not  hazard  by  voting  for  the  Clay- 
ton   amendment.     I   do  not  know   whether   the 
i  honorable  Senator  voted  for  that. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  was  not  here  when  it  was 
voted  upon.     1  shall  vote  against  it  now. 

Mr.  BELL.     The  honorable  Senator  says  he 
will  vote   against   it   now,  which    implies   very 
Strongly,  1  think,  that  he  would  have  voted  for  it 
then.     That  brings  up  what  I  want  to  slate  to  the 
'  honorable  Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Vir- 
'  ginia.     Suppose  they  are  violating  no   principle, 
that  they  ore  making  no  sacrifice  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois,  and  to  the  northern  gentle- 
men who  have  gone  for  this  bill,  because   they 
.consider  they  are  shielded  still  by  that  segisof  the 
Constitution  which  heretofore  has  protected  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholder  in  all  the  Territories  since 
I  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  was  in  oper- 
'  alion  over  them  by  act  of  Congress,  what  I  wanted 
►to  know  was  why  the  necessity  of  this  bill,  if  the 
r Missouri  compromise  act  was  unconstitutional? 
I  As  1  have  already  said,  (not  in  this  debate,)  again 
and  again,  I  thought  there  was  no  warrant  in  the 


Constitution  to  authorize  its  passage.  1  havesaid 
out  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
fore the  people,  perhaps  a  hundred  times,  that  if 
the  South  saw  proper  to  make  an  issue  upon  this 
slave  question,  it  sliould  have  been  done  in  those 
times  when  there  was  great  agitation  in  the  South 
upon  this  subject,  and  when  these  questions  came 
up  for  consideration  in  182U-'21.  That  was  the 
time  when  the  South  should  have  stood  by  what 
they  considered  their  rjghts,  and  should  not  have 
yielded.  They  were  then  strong.  The  North 
was  not  feeble,  to  be  sure,  but  the  South  might 
expect  to  have  stood  successfully  on  that  occasion. 
It  would  have  been  at  some  hazard,  it  is  true,  but 
then  was  the  time  to  have  made  resistance  to  this 
measure. 

Now,  in  regard  to  those  gentlemen  who  contend 
that  that  act  was  unconstitutional,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  repealed,  when  it  was  proclaimed  that 
this  principle  of  non-intervention  was  an  import- 
ant one  to  be  established  in  thecouniry,or  recog- 
nized by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  why 
did  not  they  rely  upon  the  protection  of  the  Con- 
stitution? I  had  intended  to  put  the  question, 
whether  it  was  not  intervention  instead  of  non- 
intervention in  fact?  We  know  that  the  compro- 
mise acts  of  IS.'iO  left  New  Mexico  and  Utah  free 
territory.  Well,  what  did  the  honorable  Senators 
who  hold  these  extreme  opinions  in  the  South 
then  rely  upon?  What  did  those  who  agreed  to 
that  compromise  rely  upon?  What  did  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Georgia  rely  upon  on  that 
occasion  when  he  supported  those  bills?  It  was, 
as  1  understand,  the  desire  to  stand  on  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  establish  this  principle  of  non- 
intervention, and  to  allow  the  people  to  settle  and 
arrange  their  institutions  under  that  Constitution  ? 
The  Territories  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  when 
they  came  into  the  Union,  were  free  Territories 
by  the  law  of  Spain  and  Mexico.  The  question 
was  raised,  whether  thai  really  was  prohibitory; 
whether  that  was  the  condition  of  the  country, 
and  whether  slaves  cnuld  go  there  with  safety? 
Those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  compromise  bills 
said,  whether  they  can  or  not,  we  will  risk  the 
judicial  tribunals  in  the  decision  of  the  question. 
Then  why,  if  the  principle  of  nonintervention 
was  incorporated  in  this  bill,  as  I  thought  it  was 
at  first,  interfere  or  insist  on  now  what  seems  to  be 
a  mere  abstraction,  the  repealing  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  after  that  principle  was  adopted  by 
a  large  majority  of  the  Senate?  It  was  supposed, 
at  that  period  of  time,  that  slavery  might  go  into 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  because  it  was  slave  Ter- 
ritory by  the  laws  of  the  country  from  which  we 
acquirea  it.  They  did  not  stop  with  the  removal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  but  they  further 
went  on  to  interpose  or  intervene  by  abrogating 
the  effect  of  the  treaty  of  1803. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  an  argument 
on  this  question.  I  mean  to  say  now,  that  with 
regard  to  this  proposition,  1  voted  for  it  before. 
It  was  near  the  close  of  the  debate  in  the  Senate 
on  the  bill;  and  at  that  lime,  I  understood  that 
every  southern  Senator  was  in  favor  of  it;  and 
when  that  question  was  mooted  about  the  House, 
it  was  believed  that  no  bill  could  be  carried  through 
there;  that  southern  members  would  nol  vote  for 
it  unless  that  amendment  was  incorporated  into 
it;  and  when  that  was  voted  in,  I  did  nol  believe 
the  North  would  vote  for  it;  so  that  the  bill,  as  it 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  it  was  presumed, 
could  not  be  carried  through  the  House. 

Mr.  President,  at  that  lime,  as  well  as  now,  I 
did  not  see  that  there  is  the  same  interest  or  im- 
portance involved  in  the  question  which  ihe  hon- 
orable Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bad- 
ger,] or  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Pearce]  conceive  to  be  in  this  proposition. 
Formerly  ii  was  understood  that  the  bill  could  not 
pass  the  House.  There  was  some  question,  per- 
naps,  whether  with  the  Clayton  amendment  in, 
if  fully  considered,  it  would  not,  at  all  events, 
diminish  the  vote  in  the  Senate,  but  for  the 
prospect  of  striking  it  out  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 1  remember  very  well  that  I  was  struck 
by  an  argument  used  by  an  honorable  Senator 
either  from  Iowa  or  Wisconsin,  which  was  pre- 
sented very  briefly.  It  was  asked,  when  the  amend- 
ment was  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
why  will  you  make  this  invidious  and  odious  dis- 
crimination between  the  privileges  of  foreigners 
going  into  Minnesota  and  those  going  into  Ne- 
braska, which  is  just  adjoining?    It  looks  a  little 


unreasonable,  and  it  is  what  these  people  can 
never  understand  or  comprehend.  It  will  create 
ill-feeling,  and  may  lay  the  foundation  of  ili-feel- 
ine. 

But  with  the  principles  of  this  bill  now,  as  they 
stand  incorporated  in  it,  coming  from  the  House 
without  the  Clayton  amendment,  or  as  we  seni  it 
from  the  Senate,  it  can  be  of  no  great  importance 
whether  these  people  be  admitted  to  vote  in  that 
Territory  or  nol.  The  difference  is  the  time  that 
must  elapse  between  the  declaration  of  their  in- 
tentions to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  the  expiration  of  their  terms.  It  necessarily 
implies  those  very  feelings  described  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Dodge,]  I  think 
it  was,  before  the  bill  passed  from  this  body.  If 
I  considered  that  it  was  of  such  great  importance 
as  the  honorable  Senotors  from  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  and  other  Senators  have  stated,  that 
we  should  risk  nothing  by  the  Clayton  amend- 
ment, I  would  vote  against  it  now.  If  I  could 
be  convinced  that  the  condition  of  things  described 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would  arise  at  an- 
other session  of  Congr^s,  and  that  the  common 
sense  or  patriotism  of  the  country,  including  the 
South  as  well  as  any  portion  of  the  North,  would 
nol  forbear  to  press  such  a  species  of  legislation 
as  was  calculated  to  produce  an  effect  so  appalling 
to  every  patriot,  then  I  would  not  vote  for  it. 

Again,  if  honorable  Senators  from  the  Sooth 
have  made  up  their  minds  that  there  is  a  principle 
of  such  high  importance  involved  in  this  bill,  a 
principle  connected  with  the  stability  of  our  insti- 
tutions, the  integrity  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  I  have  nothing  to  say. 
They  are  right,  according  to  their  own  judgment; 
and  if  I  believed  that  there  was  the  high  principle 
alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  I  do  not  think  I  would  risk  it  there. 
But  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  if  honorable  Sen- 
ators from  the  South  hold  these  opinions,  that 
there  is  great  importance  to  be  attached,  a.*  they 
say  there  is,  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  so 
great  and  fundamental  a  principle  is  to  be  estah- 
liahed  by  it,  then  I  think  they  ought  not  to  vote 
for  this  amendment,  and,  if  I  understood  that  was 
the  sense  of  a  clear  majority  of  southern  gentlemen 
on  the  subject,  I  should  not  vote  for  it  myself; 
but,  sir,  I  know  of  no  means  of  drawing  such  a 
conclusion,  that  I  can  rest  upon  satisfactorily.  If 
honorable  Senators  from  the  South  have  made  up 
their  minds  to  vote  for  this  bill,  without  the 
amendment,  whether  it  carries  or  not,  I  think 
there  is  a  very  decisive  reason,  which  has  nol 
been  stated  yet  by  any  gentleman,  why  they 
should  80  vote. 

If  the  South  shows  a  disposition  to  exclude  these 
aliens  until  they  become  naturalized  citizens  under 
the  laws  of  naluralizntion  as  they  stand,  when  we 
know  that  some  half  a  million  are  flowing  in  upon 
us  every  year,  and  that  these  new  Territories,  and 
not  <mly  these,  but  every  other  Territory  in  the 
northwest,  is  soon  to  be  filled  up  with  this  class  of 
population,  they  will  go  with  the  feeling  that  the 
slaveholding  States  of  the  Union  would  have 
excluded  them  if  they  could;  that  it  was  their 
purpose  and  disposition  to  do  it,  but  they  voted  in 
vain  because  they  were  in  a  minority;  and  why 
would  we,  and  why  should  we,  implant  such  a 
feeling  as  that  in  the  bosom  of  whole  districta  and 
countiesofiheseGerman  emigrants,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  Irish  who  are  likely  to  go  there,  unless  we 
can  do  it  with  effect  at  all  events?  At  the  time 
when  t'  is  proposition  was  made  in  the  Senate  the 
argument  was  that  there  was  something  more  than 
a  mere  abstraction  in  this  bill,  and  some  few  hon- 
orable Senators,  not  many  of  them,  said  to  me 
privately  that  they  thought  there  was  a  chance 
that  slavery  wouici  go  into  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas. That  was  one  idea  which  honorable  Sen- 
ators may  have  had  at  that  time  in  support  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  stated  my  sentiments  in- 
coherently, because  they  have  all  occurred  to  me 
in  the  progress  of  this  debate.  I  mean  to  say  that 
if  honorable  Senators,  and  those  from  the  South 
particularly,  have  made  up  their  minds  to  vote  for 
this  bill,  whether  the  Clayton  amendment  is  at- 
tached to  it  or  not,  I  consider  it  impolitic  that  they 
should  do  so.  They  ought  not  to  show  what  their 
disposition  was  without  power  to  execute  any 
scheme  of  policy  in  relation  to  it.  To  be  sure, 
it  might  all  result  in  having  no  decided  effect  in 
that  foreigners  would  go  in,  and  it  might  never, be 
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inquired  what  section  of  the  Union  waaftvorable 
to  ihem,  and  what  waa  not. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Hunter]  spoke  of  the  aacrifice  of  the  South.  He 
ia  disposed  to  give  up  certain  notiona  of  policy 
which  he  had,ona<xountof  the  rislc  which  north- 
ern gentlemen  have  incurred  in  supporting  this 
measure.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  generous  principle  and 
policy,  and  the  avowal  of  it  is  frank  and  manly. 
It  is  on  account  of  the  northern  friends  of  the 
South,  who  have  gone  in  and  risked  whatever  was 
to  be  risked  at  the  North  by  going  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  that  several  Senators 
from  (he  South  have  declared  tiieir  determination 
to  sacrifice  their  own  opinions  upon  such  ques- 
tions as  these  of  mere  expediency,  where  they 
think  no  great  principle  is  involved.  1  repeat,  1 
think  it  manly  and  generous,  at  all  events. 

Sir,  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment,  although  I 
do  it  with  some  hesitation,  because  1  feel  the 
weight  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana.  I  do  not  know  what  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  will  be;  yet°,  sir,  if  there  be  a  major- 
*ity  who  will  adhere  to  it,'I  believe  the  bill  never 
can  become  a  law. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  had  confined  his  remarks  to  a  defense 
of  his  own  position,  which  1  think  needed  it, 
rather  than  assailing  that  of  other  Senators  on  this 
floor,  1  should  not  have  further  participated  in 
this  debate.  As  to  the  advice  whtch  he  gives  to 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  with  reference  to  how  they 
should  act  on  this  amendment,  I  presuitte  they 
will  be  something  like  myself — a  liule  tired  of 
taking  advice  from  such  a  quarter.  The  Senator 
complains  that  he  does  not  understand  the  great 

Srinciples  which  this  bill  establishes.  I  know  no 
enator  who  has  had  belter  opportunities  of  un- 
derstanding them  than  he  has  had.  I  know  that 
he  met,  upon  a  call  of  its  friends,  time  after  time; 
and  that  we  discussed  the  clause  of  the  bill  in 
which  these  principles  are  contained  which  have 
agitated  this  country  from  one  end  of  the  Union 
to  the  other;  and  1  know  that  when  it  waa  agreed 
upon  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  North  and  South, 
Eastand  West,  Whigand  Democrat,  became  here 
and  recorded  his  vote  for  the  clause  as  I  and  other 
friends  ofthebilldid.  The  very  question  of  the  re- 
peal ofthe  Missouri  restriction;  the  very  question  of 
taking  this  subject  out  ofthe  Congress  ofthe  United 
States  and  giving  it  to  the  people  of  the  Territo- 
ries who  are  to  be  affected  by  it,  is- contained  in 
it.  Whatever  this  bill  does  in  that  way,  is  con- 
tained in  the  provision  for  which  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  voted,  which  he  aided  and  cooperated 
in  establishing,  and  came  here  upon  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  Senator  to  help  to  put  it  upon  your  stat- 
ute-book. I  know,  too,  that  that  Senator,  at  a  sub- 
■equent  portion  of  the  proceedings,  met  with  its 
southern  friends  of  his  former  party  alliance,  and 
was  supposed  to  concur  in  a  resolution  disapprov- 
ing the  known  organ  of  that  party  for  opposing 
the  great  principle  which  he  is  now  unable  to  see. 
I  say  he  was  supposed  to  concur  in  that  resolu- 
tion. I  supposM  he  did  concur  in  it,  because  he 
was  present  and  did  not  object  to  it.  Then,  sir, 
on  these  occasions,  the  Senator  had  the  benefit  of 
public  discussions,  of  party  caucuses  of  the  friends 
ofthe  bill,  Whigand  Democrat,  and  ofthe  con- 
sultations with  his  own  peculiar  party  friends  in 
their  meeting  upon  this  matter;  and  1  know,  too, 
that  at  the  meeting  of  Whig  Senators  referred  to, 
at  which  he  was  present,  we,  for  fear  we  might  be 
misrepresented  or  misunderstood,  authorized  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  to  say  that  we  con- 
curred with  him  in  the  conclusions  to  which  he 
came  on  the  bill.  Therefore  I  say  the  Senator 
bas  had  the  advantage  of  public  discussions,  of 
caucus  consultations  with  tne  friends  generally  of 
tlie  measure,  and  his  particular  partisan  allies;  and 
besides,  he  was  sufiipiently  satisfied  upon  it  to  give 
bis  vote  for  it  upon  the  test  question  m  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  Now  he  wants  to  know 
what  the  principle  is.  I  trust  he  will  excuse  me, 
after  this  discussion,  after  his  votes,  after  his 
speeches,  and  after  his  cooperation  with  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  from  niaking  the  attempt  to  enlighten 
'  him  on  this  great  principle  further  than  to  refer 
him  to  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  BELL.  Remember,  I  wanted  to  know;  be- 
cause one  principle  was  stated  by  one  Senator, 
and  another  principle  by  another. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  That  was  the  very  object  of 
ths  daass  itself  for  which  he  voted,  to  reconcile 


these  conflicting  opinions.  That  was  the  very 
reason  why  the  friends  of  the  bill  met  together, 
laying  aside  their  partisan  views,  that  they  mi^ht 
reconcile  their  differences  and  defend  great  prin- 
ciples. We  met,  and  consulted,  and  agreed,  and 
came  here  and  placed  our  action  upon  the  statute- 
book  of  our  country.  Now,  the  gentleman  says, 
let  me  see  you  reconcile  it.  Sir,  the  vote  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  is  recorded;  and  if  it 
needs  explanation,  it  is  needed  from  him  both  to 
the  Senate  and  to  the  country.  If  it  does  not  con- 
tain a  principle— if  this  Missouri  restriction  ought 
not  to  have  been  repealed — if  this  great  agitation  to 
which  he  referred  should  not  have  been  stopped, 
or  if  the  bill  is  double-tongued  or  double-shotted — 
if  it  contains  anything  hurtful  to  the  Republic,  I 
charge  that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  has  his 
full  share  of  responsibility  before  the  American 
people  and  the  world.  I  am  told  now,  but  1  do 
not  know  exactly  for  what  reasons,  the  gen- 
tleman will  vote  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BELL.    I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Well,  for  it  or  against  it. 
[Laughter.]  It  ia  equally  clear  that  the  Senator's 
object  was  not  so  much  to  discuss  the  amend- 
ment, as  to  produce  discord  on  other  points 
among  the  friends  of  the  measure.  We  aaopteit 
it  on  the  principle  stated  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  We  look  upon  it  as  a  principle,  a  great 
principle,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  no  longer  usurp  this  power  to  interfere 
with  the  domestic  policy  of  the  Territories,  in  the 
judgment  of  many  of  us  against  the  Constitution 
— in  thejudgmentof  all  ofus  against  good  policy — 
in  order  to  restrict  the  equal  rights  of  the  nree 
citizens  of  all  the  States  in  the  common  Territo- 
ries of  the  R<pwbUc.  We  believed  we  would  bring 
evil,  and  evil  only,  by  legislating  here  in  this 
manner  for  our  remote  dependencies;  for  the  Ter- 
ritories are  nothing  else,  at  least  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery.  To  establish  this  policy  we 
planted  it  in  the  clause  ofthe  bill  to  which  1  have 
referred,  and  voted  for  it;  and  that  clause  had  the 
assent  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 

Now,  the  Senator  offers,  as  an  argument  against 
his  and  our  action,  that  we  ought  to  rely  upon 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise. A  strange  argument  for  an  American  Sen- 
ator. The  Constitution  of  my  country  and  his, 
has  thrown  around  itself  a  quadruple  wall  to  pro- 
tect it  from  violation.  The  members  of  the  House 
of  Representative  are  sworn  to  stand  by  it.  The 
members  of  the  Senate  are  sworn  to  do  the  same. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  binds  himself, 
by  a  solemn  obligation,  to  do  the  same;  and  the 
judiciary  are  bound  by  the  same  ties.  If  a  bill 
18  brought  before  me,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
unconstitutional,  I  have  no  option  but  to  vote 
against  it.  If  it  seeks  to  repeal  an  unconstitu- 
tional act,  it  is  the  highest  reason  you  can  ^ive 
me  for  its  repeal,  for  then  I  have  no  discretion. 
It  may  be  a  good  law,  it  may  be  a  wise  law,  in 
my  judgment,  it  may  be  a  beneficial  law;  but  sat- 
isfy me  that  it  violates  the  fundamental  law  of 
the  land,  and  I  cannot  consider  its  wisdom  and 
justice,  though,  in  my  judgment,  it  might  shed 
boundless  prosperity  over  this  Republic. 

But,  the  Senator  says  why  not  rely  on  the 
courts  todeclareituiiconstitutional?  Sir,  I  must  do 
my  duty  to  the  Constitution  whenever  the  ques- 
tion is  presented  to  me;  and  I  trust  the  judiciary 
will  perform  theirs  if  the  question  should  ever  get 
there.  But  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  their  Judges  would  agree  with  me  on 
that  subject  when  it  went  there,  l^ey  must  decide 
according  to  their  judgment  and  their  consciences. 
I  must  decide  it  accoraing  to  mine.  I  assume  the 
obligation  of  an  oath  on  my  conscience.  Their 
judgment  cannot  protect  msi  and  if  they  declare 
the  exercise  of  a  power  to  be  constitutional,  and 
have  so  declared  it  from  1789  until  to-day,  and, 
in  my  judgment,  I  believe  it  to  be  unconstitutional , 
and  It  comes  here,  I  am  bound  to  vote  against  it; 
and,  upon  the  same  principle,  I  am  bound  to 
repeal  all  unconstitutional  laws  that  come  before 
me,  even  if  I  have  no  other  reason  than  their  un- 
constitutionality. The  Senator  seems  to  suppose 
that  remedies  for  unconstitutional  laws  belong 
exclusively  to  the  judiciary.  I  do  not  concur  in 
that  opinion.  The  distinction  between  passing 
and  repealing  a  law  on  this  point  is  unsound. 
Why  concern  yourselves  with  the  constitutional- 
ity of  your  action  here  in  passing  laws?    There 


are  ths  courts.  The  rule  would  be  as  sound  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  other. 

The  Senator  knows  that  attempts  have  been 
made  to  get  up  an  excitement  in  tnia  country  on 
this  subject.  He  knows  ttiat  there  are  men  who 
have  lived  upon  its  agitation,  especially  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Union — men  whose  polit- 
ical existence  is  staked  on  this  agitation — whose 
desires  and  hopes  can  only  be  realized  by  inflaming 
the  public  mind  against, and  defeating  thia  measure. 
The  Senator  from  Tennessee  has  become  their  ally, 
lyorking  to  this  purpose,  aiding  in  the  same  result 
— to  keep  this  prohUiilitn  on  Ms  own  settum,  although 
high-minded,  noble,  generous,  and  patriotic  men 
of  the  North  feel  and  see  its  injustice,  and  labor 
for  its  overthrow.  The  distinguished  Senator 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cas>]  said  it  violated  the 
Constitution  of  his  country,  and  when  the  ques- 
tion was  presented  to  him,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty, 
for  that  reason,  to  wipe  it  from  the  statute-book. 
I  did  not  vote  for  its  repeal  in  order  to  get  any 
advantage  over  any  portion  of  this  Republic.  I 
would  scorn  myself  if  I  sought  an  unjust  advant- 
ageof  any  State  in  this  Union.  I  claim  no  triumph 
over  the  North;  I  would  have. none.  I  claim  it 
a  triumph  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  right,  equal- 
ity, and  justice  to  all  the  freemen  of  this  great 
Republic,  throughout  its  utmost  limits,  from  ocean 
to  ocean.  I  would  ask  nothing  that  1  would  not 
grant;  I  would  take  nothing  from  the  people  of 
the  North  tliat  they  ought  not  to  yield ;  and,  there- 
fore, do  not  consider  this  bill  a  triumph  of  the 
South  against  the  North.  Neither  northern  right 
nor  northern  honor  is  violated  by  this  measure. 
It  is  a  victory  over  error,  injustice,  and  wrong; 
a  triumph  of  right,  justice,  and  the  Constitution. 
For  this  triumph  the  whole  country  is  certainly 
not  less  indebted  to  the  genius,  the  eloquence,  the 
statesmanship  of  the  North  than  the  South;  and 
happy  is  it  for  the  country  that  it  was  thus 
achieved.  This  great  fact  will  spread  far,  and 
wide,  and  deep,  a  feelingof  brotherhood  through- 
out this  great  Republic,  and  even  more  than  the 
act  itself,  tend  to  perpetuate  that  sacred  bond  of 
true  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity — the  Consti- 
tution. This  is  my  ardent  desire,  my  earnest 
prayer. 

Mr.  BELL  followed  at  gjreat  length,  and  spoke 
until  five  o'clock,  when,  without  concluding,  he 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

[See  the  Appendix  for  Mr.  Bell's  speech.) 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbuiudat,  Mag  25,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbukn. 
Thejournalofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  business  first  in 
order  was  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
330,  "  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  '  An  act 
to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postags  in  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
March  3,  I85I,  and  the  act  amendatory  thereto, 
passed  August  30,  1852." 

Mr.  OLDS,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
a  substitute  for  said  bill;  which  was  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  THS  SPECIAL  ORDER. 
'  Mr.  PHELPSobtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  appeal  to 
thegentleman  to  yield  me  the  floor  forone  moment. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  -I  merely  desire  to  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  submit  a 
motion  that  the  special  order  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

i Cries  of"  No  objection !"] 
Ir.  PHELPS.    There  being  no  objection,  I 
hope  the  motion  will  be  entertained. 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  object  to  it.  I  will 
say  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  who  has 
charge  of  the  deficiency  bill,  that  if  he  will  agree 
to  make  no  attempt  to  take  up  the  deficiencv  bill 
to-morrow,  if  it  is  not  disposed  of  to-day,  I  will 
consent  to  the  postponement  of  the  special  order. 
But  if  the  consideration  of  that  biH  is  to  be  contin- 
ued during  the  whole  of  this  week,  1  must  object. 

Mr.  COBB.  Wait  till  to-morrow,  and  object 
then. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  The  Pacific  railroad  bill 
has  been  postponed  too  long  already. 
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Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  state  (of  the  informa- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  California,  and  the 
members  of  the  House  generally,  that  if  we  will 
remain  here  for  the  ordinary  time  to-day,  we  can 
dispose  of  all  the  amendments  to  the  deficiency 
.  bill,  and  report  it  to  the  House.  Let  us  talk  less 
,  and  vote  more. 

Mr.  WALSH.    1  object  to  the  postponement 
^  of  the  special  order. 

PRINTING  OF  THE  REPORT  UPON  BANKS. 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.    The  Secre- 
'  tary  of  the  Treasury  desires  to  have  a  few  copies 
„of  his  report  on  the  subject  of  banks  printed.      I 
■  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution,  that  it 
rmay  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing: 
Rciolved,  That  fifteen    hundred  citra  copies  n(  ilie 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcieury  on  the  con- 
dition ofthe  banks  of  the  United  Ht<itcs,  conimunieatcd  to 
^  U)C  House  of  Kepre^icntatives  on  ihe  —  instant,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  tlie  Treasury  Department. 

The  resolution  was  referred,  under  the  rule,  to 
!  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

AFRICANIZATFON  OF  CUBA. 

Mr.  DUNBAR,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 

'  eented  the  resolutions  nf  the  Legislature  of  Louis- 

,  iana,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Africanization  of 

Cuba;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

:  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

CASE  OF  CAPTAIN  GIBSON. 

Mr.  ORR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  unanimous 
-consent  of  the  House  to  present  the  proceedings  of 
two  public  meetings  in  my  district,  convened  to 
give  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  outrage  committed  by  the  Dutch  authorities 
in  the  East  Indies  on  the  person  and  property  of 
'  Captain  Walter  M.  Gibson,  laten  citizen  of  South 
Carolina.  He  was  seized  in  the  Island  of  Java 
and  thrown  into  prison  at  Batavia,  upon  pretense 
of  having  been  guilty  of  sedition  against  the  Dutch 
Government  in  their  Indian  possessions.  He  was 
tlirice  tried  for  the  offense  and  acquitted  by  their 
.  judicial  tribunals;  but  the  Governor  was  dissatis- 
fied with  the  result  of  these  trials,  and  he  was  a 
fourth  time  tried  by  a  star  chamber  court,  where 
he  was  not  allowed  to  confront  his  accusers,  or  be 
represented  by  counsel.  He  was  convicted,  and 
sentenced  to  death;  but  a  day  or  two  before  the 
sentence  was  to  be  executed,  he  succeeded  in 
making  his  escape.  His  vessel,  the  schooner 
Flirt,  and  its  contents,  were  confiscated  by  the 
Dutch  authorities,  and  all  the  earnings  of  his  life 
sacrificed  to  Dutch  injustice,  intolerance,  and 
cupidity. 

The  meetings  were  held  at  Pendleton  and  An- 
derson, and  were  composed  of  persons  of  high 
character  and  intelligence.  The  persons  compos- 
ing the  meetings  were  acquaintances  of  Captain 
Gibson;  they  had  known  him  many  years,  and 
they  indorse  his  character,  his  integrity,  and  his 
worth.  They  ask  this  Government  to  demand 
and  enforce  full  reparation  for  this  outrage  upon 
the  person  of  one  of  their  fellow-citizens.  The 
resolutions  at  Pendleton  were  drafted  and  pre- 
sented by  my  predecessor  here,  Hon.R.  F.  Simp- 
son, himself  a  man  of  high  character  and  intelli- 
gence, and  contain  the  expression  of  opinion  of 
Captain  Gibson's  former  neighbors  as  to  his 
worth,  and  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  perpetrated 
on  him. 

Mr.  KNOX.  1  object.  I  do  not  understand 
why  the  resolutions  cannot  be  presented  under 
the  rules. 

Mr.  ORR  presented  the  resolutions  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  them  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affair*. 

DEFICIENCY   BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole 
on  the  state  ofthe  Union,  (Mr.  Chandler  in  the 
chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  House  has  resolved 
itself  into  theCommitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
'  •pecial  order,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  McDopgali.]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 


Mr.  PHELPS.  With  the  permission  of  my 
friend  from  California,  who  yields  me  the  floor 
for  that  purpose,  I  move  that  the  further  consider- 
ation ofthe  Pacific  railroad  bill  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  will  state,  with  the 
leave  of  the  committee,  that  I  do  not  consent  to 
this  arrangement,  except  upon  the  express  under- 
standing that  to-morrow  we  proceed  to  Ihe  con- 
sideration of  the  special  order. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  make  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order  with  a  view 
of  finishing  this  bill  to-day.  1  believe  we  can  do 
it  in  the  course  of  two  hours. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  moved  thit  the  fur- 
ther consideration  ofthe  special  order  of  the  day, 
which  is  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  be  postponed 
for  the  day,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  for  con- 
sideration the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  DEAN.  1  rise  to  make  an  inquiry.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  a  majority  can  suspend  the 
consideration  of  a  special  order,  or  whether  it 
requires  unanimous  consent  to  do  so } 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  a  call  ofthe  House. 
There  is  no  quorum  here. 

The  question  then  being  upon  Mr.  Phelps's 
motion, 

Mr.  WHEELER  demanded  a  division. 

The  House  then  divided;  and  the  Chairman 
reported — ayes  78;  but  before  the  vole  in  the 
negative  was  declared , 

Mr.  PHELPS  said:  I  withdraw  the  motion  1 
made,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  it  in  another 
form. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  renew  the  Tnotion  that  the 
consideration  ofthe  special  order  be  postponed  till 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  deficiency  bill  be  now 
taken  up. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
gentlemen  have  a  right  to  vote  on  both  sides? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  rule  on  that 
point. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  postpone 
further  the  special  order  for  thi  consideration  of 
the  Pacific  railroad  bill, 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell, 
and  Davis  of  Indiana,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  ana  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  91,  noes  29. 

So  the  special  order  was  further  postponed,  and 
the  deficiency  bill  was  again  taken  up. 

The  forty-fourth  amendment  was  reported,  as 
follows: 

For  compensation  of  tJie  judge  of  Qrst  instance  in  civil 
cases  for  Ihe  district  of  San  Francisco,  California,  per  ap- 
pointment dated  21ft  of  .September,  1819,  by  the  late  Gen- 
eral B.  Itiley,  while  Governor  of  that  country,  from  the 
Isl  October,  18-19,  to  the  Isi  April,  1850,97511. 

Mr.  PHELPS  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that  Senate 
amendment. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

The  forty-fifth  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows : 

Strike  out  of  tlie  original  bill  the  followinf  : 
For  compensation  for  the  diacharfte  of  United  States  con- 
sulardiities  at  Constaniinopic,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  August  U,  1846,  ,*.3,.'>9I  50,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  ptud,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may 
be  entitled  to  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Waysand 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in .  , 

The  forty-sixth  amendment  was  then  reported, 
as  follows: 

At  the  end  of  the  bill  add  the  following  section  : 
Sec.  a.  ^tut  be  it  furUttr  enacted,  Thill  all  books,  papers, 
documents,  and  records,  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
may  be  copied  and  cerufied,  under  ttie  seal  of  that  Depart- 
ment, (which  is  tiereby  recognized  as  legal,)  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  in  the  other  Executive  Departments  may 
now  by  law  be,  and  with  the  uime  force  and  effect. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment.  The  amendment  I  propose  is 
purely  of  a  legal  character,  and  involves  the  appro- 
priation of  no  money.  I  send  it  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 


Add  to  the  Senate  amendment  the  following  : 
And  in  all  cases  where  a  seal  is  necessary  bylaw  to  any 
commission,  process,  or  other  instrument,  provided  for  by 
ihe  law  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  affix  Ihe  proper 
seal  by  making  an  impression  therewith  directly  on  the 
paper  to  which  the  seal  is  necessary ;  which  shall  lie  as 
valid  as  if  made  upon  wax  or  other  substance. 

Mr.  COBB.    That  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  a  word  to  say  in  refer- 
ence to  that  amendment,  and  a  word  only.  It 
has  been  decided  repeatedly  in  the  courts  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  Union,  that  a  seal,  properly 
speaking,  is  not  such  unless  it  is  made  by  an  im- 
pression upon  wax,  or  upon  some  other  adhesive 
substance.  DilTiculties  have  arisen  in  reference  to 
seals  of  the  different  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  upon  commissions,  in 
some  of  the  northern  courts  ofthe  United  States, 
upon  the  very  ground  that  the  impression  was 
directly  upon  the  paper,  instead  of  upon  wax  or 
other  adhesive  substance.  I  thought  to  avoid  this 
difficulty  in  future  by  adopting  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Haven's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  Senate 
amendment,  as  amended,  it  was  put,  and  con- 
curred in. 

The  forty-seventh  amendment  was  then  reported , 
as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  ^nit  be  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  the 
commissions  of  all  ofAcers,  under  Ihe  direction  and  control 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  nia4te  out  and 
recorded  in  the  ilcpartinent  of  the  Interior,  and  the  seal  of 
tlie  said  Department  afhxed  tlierelo,  any  laws  lo  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding  :  Provided,  Thai  the  sajd  seat  eball 
nolbe  affixed  to  any  sucti  commission  before  ibe  saaieiball 
have  been  signed  by  the  I'resideut  of  the  United  Btaie*. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  concurrence  in  that  Senate 
amendment. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  forty-eighth  amendment  was  then  reported, 
as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  before  any  pay 
meat  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  any  invalid  pensioner 
whose  name  shall  have  been  upon  tUf  npn.nm  Hsi  two 
years,  he  shall  produce  to  the  agents  r>  -ions,  to 
whom  he  sh.all  apply  for  payment,  iIm  two  sur- 
geons or  physicians,  satisfactory  to  iii>- ^flhe  In- 
terior, stating,  from  personal  exaniinatioit,  the  cununuance 
of  the  disability,  describing  it,  for  which  the  pension  was 
originally  granted,  and  tlie  rate  of  such  di-:i)'i!>iv  .-it  itip 
lime  nf  making  such  affidavit,  blank  fornix 
be  furnished  by  the  CominissionfrofPensini, 

paying  pensions,  for  the  use  of  pensioners: ^u 

afndavit  the  disability  shall  be  stated  at  a  rale  beluw  tiiat 
for  which  Ule  pension  was  originally  granted,  he  shall  only 
bo  paid  at  the  rate  slated  in  said  affidavit,  .-^.-liil  .-itlnUi-it 
shall  be  tiled  by  said  agents,  and  carefully  |  .^ 

copies  thereof  bhall  be  transiuitted,  Willi  tl-  .1 

returns  nf  said  agents,  in  the  t^'onuni.ssioncr     -      li, 

who  shall  file  theiii  with  the  original  papers  of  said  pea- 
sloiier,  respectively :  Provided,  That  when  the  penaioo 
shall  have  been  originally  granted  by  a  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  for  a  total  disabiliiy  for  the  loss  nf  a  limb  or  other 
cause,  wliich  cannr>t  be  removed,  cither  in  wbole  or  in 
part,  the  above  affidavit  shall  not  be  rcrjuired. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend'  a  non-concurrence  in  that 
amendment.  I  think  the  matter  is  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  this  House.  If  I 
mistake  not,  a  communication  was  referred  to  that 
committee  yesterday.  I  think  that  it  should  un- 
dergo an  examination  before  that  or  some  other 
committee  of  this  House.  We  have,  therefore, 
recommended  a  non-concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  lo  strike 
out  after  the  word  affidavit  as  follows: 

"Said  affidavit  shall  bo  filed  by  said  agents,  and  carefully 
preserved,  and  copies  thereof  shall  be  transnilllcd,  with  the 
scmi-annu.'U  returns  of  said  agents, to  Uie  t'l-'  of 

Pensions^  who  shall  file  them  with  the  oru'  m 

said  pensioner,  respectively  :  Provided,  Thitr 
Bion  shall  have  been  originally  granted  by  :>  ■■( 

Congress,  or  for  a  total  disability  lor  the  li>  r 

other  cause,  which  cannot  be  renio\-€(l,  eitlh  <  i<r 

in  part,  the  above  affidavit  shall  not  be  requiml.'' 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion,  the  adoption  of 
the  principle  contained  m  this  amendment  will  be 
tantamount  to  a  repeal  of  your  invalid  pension 
law.  It  will,  at  least,  so  embarrass  those  who  are 
entitled  to  them,  as,  in  many  cases,  to  make  it  im- 
possible for  them  to  get  them.  The  invalid  pen- 
sion law  operates  mostly  for  the  benefit  of  private 
citizens,  who,  in  time  of  war,  have  volunteered 
in  the  service  of  the  country.  You  have  provided 
by  that  law,  that,  where  they  have  become  dis- 
abled in  the  service  of  the  country,  they  shall  re- 
ceive a  pension,  sometimes  two  iiollars  a  month, 
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■ometimes  three  doll&re,  sometiraea  four  dollars, 
•nd  for  total  disability,  such  as  the  loss  of  both 
•yes,  or  both  arms,  or  both  legs,  or  both  arms 
and  legs,  they  are  allowed  only  eight  dollars  a 
month. 

Now,  it  is  proposed  to  require  thise  persons 
not  only  to  make  out  their  papers  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Department  in  the  first  place,  but  pro- 
poses to  require  them  to  ro  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  going  over  the  whole  ground  again  every 
two  years.  Sir,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  many  of  them  to  comply 
with  these  conditions. 

But  it  is  only  proposed  to  apply  this  principle  to 
those  who  receive  their  pensions  under  the  general 
laws.  It  does  not  apply  to  those  who  come  here 
to  Congress  and  get  their  pensions.  Now,  sir, 
I  venture  to  say,  those  who  are  upon  your  pen- 
sion rolls  under  the  general  laws,  are,  in  nine 
eases  out'Vf  ten,  the  most  meritorious  class  of 
persons.  If  restrictions  are  to  be  imposed,  there 
would  be  much  more  justice  in  imposing  them 
upon  those  whose  cases  have  not  merit  enoagh  to 
make  them  entitled  to  pensions  under  the  general 
laws,  but  who  come  here,  and  by  sympatliy,  in- 
fluence, or  good  will,  obtain  their  pensions.  Whj 
<!•  you  not  require  these  men  to  make  out  their 
eases  every  two  years  i  Many  of  them  have 
received  their  pensions  in  utter  violation  of  the 
general  laws,  and  yst  receive  larger  sums  than 
those  who  are  regularly  entitled  to  them.  Now, 
air,  I  repeat,  that  if  you  are  to  require  these  nun 
for  the  little  pittance  you  give  them  for  their  sup- 
port when  they  are  notable  to  support  themselves 
by  manual  labor,  to  be  at  the  expense  of  making 
oiU  their  papers  once  In  two  years,  you  might  as 
well  repeal  your  invalid  pension  laws  at  once. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  did  not  iotcad  to  have  said 
anything  about  this  amendment;  tnit  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Teimeasee,  who  has  just  laken'his  seat, 
evidently  does  not  undsrstand  it,  and  as  (  am 
myself  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  amfendment, 
t  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  two  or  three  facts  in 
rslation  to  it.  Now,  sir,  it  does  not  require  that 
the  pensioner  shall  have  his  papers  made  out 
anew  every  two  years,  it  merely  requires  that  a 
eertificate  of  two  surgeons  shall  be  forwarded 
every  two  years  to  the  pension  agents.  To  what- 
ever extent  the  disability  remains  aceordingto  the 
evidence,  to  that  extent  is  the  pension  increased 
or  diminished. 

The  gentleman  sa^s  that  there  is  no  increase 
provided  for.  The  increase  follows  as  a  natural 
result.  The  report  of  the  sur^ns  making  the 
examination  will  control  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment. If  the  disability  has  been  increased  in 
eonsequence  of  wounds,  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  to  enlarge  the 
pcnsifin. 

Now,  it  was  originally  introduced  into  the  Senate 
a*  the  gaatleman  from  Tennestee  imagines  it  is 
now;  but,  on  a  very  full  diseossion  and  examina- 
tion, that  body' determined  to  strike  oat  that  por- 
tion which  related  to  annual  exan^tnation,  and 
require  only  one  solitary  examination  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  principle,  and  allowing 
Congress  and  the  country  then  to  decide  whether 
it  Was  a  proper  one  or  not. 

The  gentleman  says,  point  out  any  case  where 
there  iaa  ft«ud,and  let  that  be  examined  into.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  suppose  that  the  expense  to  be  thrown 
on  pensioners,  under  this  section,  would  be  noth-' 
iog.  The  pensioners  of  the  country  are  not  chargwl 
anything  for  the  authentleatioli  and  preparation  of 
their  papers.  You  do  not  find  your  attorneys  and 
agents  cnarging  for  them,  at  least  it  is  not  the  case 
in  mv  country,  and  I  am  sore  that  it  is  not  so  in 
my  friend's  Slate. 

Mr.  JONES,  |of  TernieMee.  By  the  law*  of 
Tennessee,  the  oflieers  required  to  authenticate 
papers  for  revolutionary  pensions  are  not  entitled 
to  fees;  but  there  is  no  exemption  from  the  pay- 
ment of  f^es  in  the  ease  of  invalid  pensions. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  In  my  country  I  have  at- 
tended to  a  great  many  cases  of  the  kind,  and  1 
hare  never  charged  a  single  cent.  Nor  have  I 
«vtr  heard  of  a  cant  being  ehaiged  by  aavtiody, 
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either  by  an  attorney,  agent,  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  for  the  preparation  of  pension  papers. 

But  «dmit  that  the  expense  may  be  a  trifle. 
What  is  it?  Hers  is  but  one  solitary  examina- 
tion required,  and  that  is  asked  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  Department  to  see  what  pensions  are 
paid  undeservedly,  and  to  decide  that  where  there 
was  disability  from  wounds  received  in  the  service, 
to  the  extent  of  that  disability  should  the  party 
bepensioned  upon  the  Government.  If  thedieabil- 
ity  exists, nobodydesires  to  cutofTthepension;  but 
if  it  be  true,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  states 
to  us  in  his  communication  laid  upon  the  table, 
why  should  we  propose  to  keep  up  the  pension 
when  the  disability  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  when, 
if  the  party  were  to  make  an  original  application, 
he  would  not  be  entitled ,  under  the  law  or  action  of 
Congress,  to  a  pension  ? 

The  object  is  not  to  throw  heavy  expense  on 
the  pensioner.  The  object  is  not  to  deprive  him 
of  any  Jiindness  Which  the  law  has  extended  to 
him;  but  simply  to  make  a  test  by  a  single  exam- 
ination. If  it  beaeood  rule  to  apply  to  this  case, 
then  it  is  within  the  discretion  of  Congress  to 
continue  it  or  not,  as  they  please.  If  the  partj 
undtTgoing  examination  be  found  disabled,  his 
pension  will  remain  as  it  was.  It  is  to  be  dimin- 
ished or  increased,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
examiners.  I  will  occupy  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee nd  further. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  withdraw  my  amendment,  and 
ask  for  a  vote  on  concurring  in  the  Senate  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  forty-ninth  Senate  amendment  was  read  by 
the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Sic.  5.  JlftiteUfltrtktr  tnatlti.  That  the  eniDptnaa- 
tion  oritae  special  mall  snnlorUie  Pom  OIBce  Depamnenl 
In  Califbmiai  itaall  be  $5,000  p«r  annvm  t  •ueb.  tale  to  lake 
eflSaet  in  virtus  of  tliii  provlsioa  from  July  1, 16S3. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  that 
amendment,  i  will  only  state  that  the  Commit- 
tiM  of  Ways  and  Means  recommend  a  non-con- 
currence in  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  admitthat  the  difliirenea  between 
the  pay  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  special  mail 
agent  in  Canfomia,  and  that  given  to  the  mail 
agents  in  the  Atlantic  Slates,  appears  to  be  very 
great.  It  raises  it  from  $1,600  to  |5,000;  But 
you  must  recollect  that  you  require  a  higher  order 
of  talent  for  mail  service  in  California  than  else- 
where; and  not  only  that,  but  the  special  mail 
agent  in  California  is  almost  an  Assistant  Post- 
master Geneml.  And  then,  the  expense  of  living 
in  California  is  treble  what  it  is  in  ons  of  the 
Atlantic  States;  and  perhaps  this  $5,000  would 
not  be  any  higher  compensation  there  than  $1,600 
in  one  of  the  Atlantic  Slates. 

Now,  I  win  say  one  word  more  with  reference 
to  this  matter.  The  Postmaster  Oeneral  recom- 
mended to  ihe  Post  Office  Committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate an  increase  of  this  compensation  to  $4,000. 
They  have  put  it  at  $5,008.  I  am  authorized  by 
the  Postmaster  General  to  say  that  hs  does  not 
consider  $5,000,  under  all  the  circumstances  o^f 
the  case,  at  all  too  much  to  be  given  to  this  ger^ 
tieman.  It  is  very  difficult  to  find  the  right  sort 
of  person  to  act  as  special  mail  agent  in  Califor- 
nia; and  the  gentleman  who  now  holds  that  posi- 
tion has  taken  it  under  a  pledge  from  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  California  that  his  compensation- 
shall  be  incteased  to  the  amount  proposed  by  this 
bill,  so  far  as  their  influence  tfxtrnids  to  increne  it. 
Sir,  you  need- just  such  a  man  as  you  have  got  as 
spedal-raail  agent  in  CaK^rniaatthis  time.  The 
reletting  of  your  mail  contracts  has  just  taken 
place,  and  the  new  contracts  are  idl  to  go  into 
operation  in  California  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  MATTBSON.  I  would  inquire  if  the  geh- 
Ueman  from  Ohio  is  in  order?  Is  there  any  ques- 
tion before  the  committee ) 

Mr..  OLDS.  The  question  is  on  non-concurring 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  I  am  speak- 
ine  in  favor  of  concurring  in  that  amendment. 

Let  me  give  an  illustration  of  the  importance  of 
tUa  efllcar.    A  eertain  mail  contract  waa  heU  in 


California — I  will  not  specify  it— under  a  previous 
letting,  for  $8,000.  A  combination  had  taken  place 
there  by  which  the  steamboats  had  been  bought 
up,  and  those  contractors  put  in  a  bid  at  the  prsa- 
ent  letting  for  $40,000.  Now  there  were  bids 
given  by  men,  who  were  not  in  the  steamboat  in- 
terest, for  $8,000  and  $15,000,  and  an  eflbrt  is  made 
for  the  relinquishment  of  the  low  bids  for  the  par* 
pose  of  getting  the  $40,000.  Now,  that  matter 
will  come  before  this  special  agent,  and  I  am  a«- 
thorised  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  say,  that  tei 
have  such  an  agent  as  you  have  now  wul  save  10 
the  Government  twenty  times  as  much  as  this  in- 
crease of  compensation  will  amount  to.  I  hold  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  ought  to  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  desire  to  ofiier  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  speak  in  opposititm 
to  the  amendment  ofiered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  offered  no  amendment.  I  spoke- 
in  favor  of  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  so  as  to  increoss  the  amount 
$100. 

I  will  state  to  the  committee  that  the  compen- 
sation of  this  officer,  at  the  present  time,  is  $1,600 
per  annum.  The  responsibilities  which  devolve 
upon  him  are  of  no  ordinary  character.  Califor- 
nia being  bo  remote  from  the  seat  of  Government, 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the  Postmaster 
General  to  make  orders  as  he  can  do  in  the  At- 
lantic States,  and  consequehtly  a  large  degree  of 
responsibility  connected  with  the  postal  system 
has  to  rest  upon  this  officer. 

The  gentleman  who  has  the  ehoi^  now  of  th* 
mail  agency  in  California  accepted  the  office,  not  at 
his  own  solicilation,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitation' 
of  the  delegation  now  in  Congress.  We  all  feel  that 
there  must  be  placed  in  this  office  a  man  of  abil- 
ity, a  man  of  integrity — a  man  whose  character 
is  unquestioned,  and  whose  judgment  is  of  tlie 
very  nichest  order;  and  therefore  it  was  that  we 
solioited  the  man  to  take  the  position  which  he 
now  occupies.  I  assert  in  my  place,  that  there  ia 
not  a  man  in  that  State  of  any  degree  of  respeet» 
ability  whatever,  and  w4lo  is  qualified  to  die- 
charge  the  duties  of  the  office,  that  would  thtak 
an  instant  of  accepting  it  at  a  salary  of  $1 ,600. 
Why,  yoa  cannot  get  the  service  of  a  common 
soles  clerk  in  that  country  short  of  $150  a  month, 
which  would  make  $I,8(iO  a  year.  Yet  the  Got- 
emment,  notwithstanding  the  rcaponsibiliiy-whieh 
rests  upon  this  officer,  gives  him  but  $l,6Ma  year. 

The  gentleman  who  holds  this  office  gave  op 
a  lucrative  and  profitable  business,  in  which  he 
had  to  pay  a^erk  $1,800  per  annum,  at  the  earn- 
est solicitation  not  only  of  the  delegation  in  Con- 
gress hsre,  but  also  at  the  solidlation  of  ths'Post- 
master  General.  That  officer  told  me  this  morning 
in  a  conversation  with  him  upon  thievery  subject, 
that  $5,000  would  not  at  all  be  too  large  a  eon»- 
pensation  for  this  mail  agent.  He  statM  that  he 
couM  not  get  an  officer  sufficiently  competent  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  for  a  less  sum; 
and  he  farther  stated,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fidelity,  the  int«^ity,and  industry  of  tfaia  centle- 
man,  raanifestetf  in  the  disohai^  of  his  duties, 
there  would  have  been  the  most  insxtricaUe  con- 
fusion in  the  postal  system  of  that  country. 

The  Postmaster  General  further  stated,  that  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious,  believing  that  Congress 
would  make  a  liberal  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
,  to  secure  the  services  of  this  gentleman. 


use,  at  the  present  time,  as  the  gentleman 
who  has  preceded  me  has  stated,  new  eootraet* 
are  about  to  be  entered  into  which  render  it  necea* 
sary  that  the  mail  ocent  should  be  a  maa  of  judgp* 
ment,  integrity, andindustry. 

I  think  It  is  right  to  state  that  the  Poatmastsr 
General  recommended,  in  a  letter  to  the  Committea 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  the  salary  of  this  efil- 
eer  should  be  increased  to  $4,000.  He  now  desiraa 
that  the  salary  shouU  be  raised  to  ^fiOt.tor  th* 
rsaaoa  that  when  he  aeat  in  a  Moommendalioa  fer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1814 


THE  CONORESI^ONAL  OLOBfi. 


May  25, 


|4,000  Mlory,  h»  was  unwilling  that  any  invidious 
diatinetion  ahouM  be  drawn  between  the  mail 
agent  and  the  poatmaater  at  San  Francisco,  whose 
salary  is  $4,000.  The  postmaster  at  San  Fran- 
cisco being  here,  and  having  expressed  his  entire 
willingness  that  the  salary  or  the  agent  shall  be 
.increaaed;  and  fiirther  than  that,  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  services  of  such  a  man 
as  we  now  have  there  should  be  secured,  the  Post- 
master Qeneral  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
salary  now  asked  is  nothing  more  than  a  fair  re- 
muneration for  the  labors  of  this  office. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  oppose 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  California, 
[Mr.  Latham,]  and  the  suggestions  made  by  the 
gmtleman  from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
taaon  the  Post  Officeand  Post  Roads,  [Mr.  Oldi.] 
If  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  California 
made  here  to-day  be  correct,  that  the  Postmaster 
General  told  him  this  morning,  that  although  he 
informed  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
when  the  bill  was  before  it,  that  $4,000  was  a 

E roper  amount  to  fix  this  agent's  salary  at,  yet 
t  now  thought  it  ought  to  be  f5,000,  then  1  am 
opposed  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  I  am  c«^ 
tainly  opposed  to  this  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
Sir,  the  Senate  propose  to  increase  the  pay  of  this 
mail  agent  from  $1,600  per  annum,  where  it  is 
now  fixed,  to  |5,000  per  annum;  and  this  in- 
creased pay  to  commence  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1853, 
when  a  competent  and  faithful  man,  I  presume, 
who  discharged  the  duties  well  for  the  former  sum, 
was  displacM;  and  the  present  incumbent,  who 
is  here  to  see  about  this  increase  of  the  salary, 
was  put  in.  Why,  sir,  it  is  but  little  more  than 
a  month  past  that  these  amendments  were  before 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when  the 
Postmaster  General  recommended  $4,000  for  this 
salary;  to«day  he  recommends  $5,000.  Itseems 
that  if  we  are  to  follow  his  judgment,  we  are  to 
run  this  salary  up  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  a  month 
iwtil  this  bill  IS  passed. 

Mr.  LATHAM.   I begthegentleman's pardon. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  gentleman,  sir,  has  but 
JMt  told  us  that  the  Postmaster  General  recom- 
mended $4,000  only  when  the  matter  was  before 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  to- 
day he  told  the  gentleman  himself  it  ou^ht  to  be 
$5,000.  It  occurs  to  me,  sir,  that  here  is  a  ^od 
md  sufficient  reason  why  the  House  acted  wisely 
Uiia  morning  in  poalponfng  the  consideration  of 
aU  other  business,  so  as  to  dispose  of  this  defi- 
c&icy  bill  immediately;  for  the  longer  it  lays 
<m  our  table,  the  greater  the  deficiencies  grow; 
and  the  imagination  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  his  recommendation  too,  have,  in  about  one 
month's  delay,  swelled,  on  this  officer's  salary 
alone,  $1,000.  These  salaries,  sir,  seem  to  be 
growing  large  by  degrees,  and  beautifnlly  more 
magnificent.  [Laughter.]  Let  us  strike  out  the 
amendment  at  once,  before  it  takes  another  rise. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  sugsestions  and  views 
of  the  e;entlem8n  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Oldi.]  Sir,  if 
his  business  is  to  lavish  public  money  upon  the 
employees  of  the  Government  connected  with  the 
Bast  Office  Department,  I  will  give  l}jm  the  credit 
of  doing  it  well,  and  of  moving  upon  this  House 
in  that  direction  with  great  power  aodgiiuit  strides. 
He  has  raised  their  compensation,  and  that  of  the 
deputy  postmasters,  by  a  bill  which  he  reportnl, 
and  which  has  passed  this  House.  He  now  seeks 
to  raise  the  salary  of  this  mail  agent,  and  he  also 
has  a  bill,  ceported  by  himself,  and  pending  here, 
to  levy  an  increased  tax,  or  burden,  upon  uie  cor- 
respondence of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
thereby  Airther  increasing  the  salaries  of  these 
officials.  I  repeat,  I  am  opposed  to  all  of  this.  Cal- 
ifornia officers  all,  or  nearly  all,  have  double  pay 
now.  I  agree,  I  concede  she  should  have  doubte 
pay.  She  has  double  ability  and  pertinacity  on 
thisfloor,and  in  the  other  House;  and  it  iabut  nat- 
ural that  she  should  have  double  pay^  and  doable 
plunder,  in  all  eases  whatever.  There,  however. 
It  ought  to  stop.  The^  tell  ua  in  this  case  that 
tin  ordinary  compensation  to  mail  agents  ia  $1 ,000 
a  year,  and  to  this  agency  $1,600  the  year.  Ac- 
oording  to  the  rule  then,  sir,  they  should  stop  this 
man  at  $3,200  for  this  office;  but  they  are  not  sat- 
isfisd  «nth  that,  and  a  month  ago  demanded  $4,000; 
and  now,  the  Poetmaster  General,  following  in  the 
adventurous  lead  of  the  Senateiia  ready  to  go,  and 
actually  recommends,  as  high  as  $5,000.  lobject 
to  it.  I  will  not  vote  it.  I  may  stand  alone,  liut 
I  will  not  vote  for  it.    I  hop*  this  comnittee  and 


the  House  will  put  their  mark  of  reprobation  on 
the  practice  now  too  frequent,  and  sought  to  be 
earned  out  here. 

1  ask  gentlemen  seriously  to  look  at  this  matter, 
and  this  tendency  of  things.  There  is  another 
ground  which  makes  this  course  of  legislation 
very  objectionable,  and  highly  repugnant  to  a  fair 
minded  man.  And  that  is,  by  the  bill  already 
passed  providing  additional  pay  to  deputy  post- 
masters, to  which  I  before  referred.  Such  in- 
creased pay  commences,  I  believe,  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1853,  precisely  the  time  when  the  Admin- 
istration got  fairly  under  way  in  removing  com- 
petent men,  who  had  always  performed  the 
business  faithfully,  without  mcreased  pay  and 
without  complaint,  and  in  putting  in  their  places 
men  who,  I  fear,  had  followed  its  standard  only 
because  the  whole  command  was  but  a  baggage 
train  and  carried  the  plunder.  It  is  a  discrimin- 
ation against  old  futhful  officers  who  had  dons 
their  duty,  and  in  favor  of  new  recruits  who  had 
never  served  together  before,  and  who,  when  they 
enlisted,  were  promised  pay,  not,  it  is  true,  from 
the  day  of  the  enlistment,  but  from  the  earliest 
moment  their  commander  could  get  control  of 
the  Treasury.  This  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
which  I  am  opposing;,  is  placed  upon  the  same 
principle;  for  it  provides  the  iiMreased  paf  is  to 
commence  back,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1853. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  OLDBJIhas  another  bill  pending  in  the  House, 
and  which  was  up  for  discussion  this  morning, 
which  proposes  to  increase  the  rates  of  postage — 
and  for  what?  Why,  sir,  further  to  increase  the 
pay  of  these  deputy  postmasters  and  officials;  for 
remember,  sir,  their  pay  is  graduated  by  the 
amount  of  postage  collected .  What  a  tpectaela 
does  this  present;  these  additional  burdens  and 
charges  placed  upon  the  correspondence  of  the 
country,  upon  its  commerce,  its  literature,  its 
business;  all  to  pay — no,  not  ts  pay,  for  that 
was  done  before — but  to  increase  the  pay  and  re- 
wards of  these  officials  of  the  Government.  Why, 
it  is  not  only  a  tax  upon  the  commerce,  literature, 
and  general  business  of  the  country,  but  it  stoops 
to  plunder  the  poor  servant  men  and  girls  of  ttie 
country,  who  have  to  pay  this  increased  postage 
upon  the  humble,  but  kind  and  necessary  letters 
that  they  write  home  to  their  friends  whom  they 
have  left  behind  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  upon  the  affectionate  and  kindly  greetings 
and  remembrances  that  pass  between  the  honest, 
hard  working,  but  separated  citizens  of  our  own 
country.  All  of  this,  sir,  I  repeat,  to  reward  deputy 
[MMtmasters  and  increase  the  pay  of  post  office 
officials,  and  at  the  unblushing  rate  of  running 
this  agent  up  at  one  lift  from  $1,600,  for  which 
the  duties  have  always  been  well  done  before,  to 
$5,000;  and  as  ths  Senate  amendment  proposes 
the  increased  pay  shall  commence  about  a  year 
back,  it  will  be  giving,  in  (he  aggregate,  about 
$10,000  to  this  officer,  by  this  one  enactment. 
Sir,  I  hope  the  committee  will  vote  the  amend- 
ment down. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  If  there  be  no  objection,  I 
will  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  accord- 
ingly withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  word  "dollars"  in  the  amendment 
under  consideration.  1  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt,  air,  that  this  gentleman,  whose  salary  is 
asked  to  be  increased  to  $5,000,  does  possess  a  very 
high  order  of  capacity;  according  to  the  office- 
seeker's  interpretation  of  the  phrase  <■  high  order 
of  capacity,'  which  means  a  capacity  and  talent 
of  an  abstracting  order. 

Sir,  1  am  opposed  to  this  whole  bill,  from  first 
to  last;  and  i  caution  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
who  claim  to  belong  to  the  same  party  that  I  do, 
to  beware  how  they  cut  loose  from  the  moorings 
of  the  Democratic  party.  [Laughter.]  Icontend, 
sir,  that  this  deficiency  bill,  from  first  to  last,  is 
wrong;  and  I  contend  that  this  practice  of  the. 
Senate  in  sending  in  various  bills  to  us,  under  cover 
of  one  title,  with  amendment  after  amendment, 
which  are  in  gross  violation  and  falsification  of 
the  character  of  the  bill  as  set  forth  in  the  title, 
ought  to  be  rebuked,  and  rebuked  promptly,  by 
this  House.  Now,  the  assayerat  California  only 
receives  $5,000  a  year;  and  that  office  is  ten  times 
more  important  than  that  of  mail  agent. 

Sir,  my  friend  from  California  [Mr.  Latham] 
says  that  the  postmaster  of  Califonna  is  here,  ana 


recommends  this  increase  of  s«dary.  This  post- 
master has  got  a  salary  of  $4,000  a  year,  and  b» 
recommends  $5,000  to  be  given  to  the  mail  agent. 
AfVer  the  mail  agent  gets  his  salary  increased  tA 
$5,000,  we  will  see  another  bill  introduced  draw- 
ing comparisons  between  the  salarie<  of  both 
officers;  and  we  will  hear  argugients  that  wbeo 
the  mail  agent  receives  $5,0(M  a  year,  the  post- 
master should  receive  $7,000,  If  the  postmaster '• 
business  is  arduous,  I  should  like  to  know  vhy 
he  is  loitering  round  Washington,  instead  of  at- 
tending to  his  business  in  California.  Will  tba 
gentleman  from  California  be  good  enough  to 
reply  to  that  inquiry? 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  will  answer,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  will  permit  me. 

Mr.  WALSH.    With  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  The  eentleman  is  here  for 
the  purpose— as  designatad  by  the  Poetmaster 
General — of  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  postal 
system  for  California,  and  not  at  his  Own  option 
or  solicitation. 

Mr.  WALSH.  And,  sir,  that  genlkroan  baa 
obeyed  his  instructions  in  the  fulleat  eense.  H* 
haa  gone  to  theextent  of  the  letter,  and  is  determ- 
ined to  arrange  the  affairs  of  the  post  office  to  hia 
own  individual  benefit.  * 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  which  was  last 
offered. 

I  suggest  to  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Haten]  that  he  is  mistaken  as  to  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  duties  performed  by  the  officers 
of  the  assay  office  in  California,  and  those  of  ths 
special  mail  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Di^artment 
in  that  State.  I  say  to  him  that  there  is  not  in 
the  Slate  of  California  an  officer  upon  whom  is 
devolved  a  higher  responsibility  than  that  which 
is  imposed  upon  the  special  mail  «gent.  That 
agent  there  does  not  occupy  the  same  position,or 
perform  the  same  duties,  as  do  ths  maifagents  of 
the  United  Staiea  generally.  By  the  hiw  regula- 
ting the  Post  Office  Department,  a  large  number 
of  duties  are  charged  upon  the  post  office  itself, 
which,  in  California,  devolve  upon  the  spedsl 
mail  agent.  It  is  a  more  important  office  than  tht 
assay  office.  That  officer  is  as  important  an  offi- 
cer as  is  the  bead  of  the  customs  in  San  Francisco, 
whose  compensation  is  $10,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Will  my  friend  from  Califor- 
nia permit  me  to  make  one  remark? 

Mr,  McDOUGALL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  WALSH.  1  know  gentlemen — I  do  not 
know  as  1  ought  to  use  that  term  here,  as  the 
persons  to  whom  I  refer'  do  not  belong  to  this 
body— 1  know  individuals  occupying  the  positioa 
of  mail  agents  who  are  utterly  incapable  of  earn- 
ing a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  by  any  legitimate 
employment.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  loo 
stupid  to  earn  it  intellectually,  and  too  lazy  to 
earn  it  physically.     [Lauehter.] 

Mr,  McDOUGALL.  4  will  simply  say  to  the 
gentleman,  in  reply  to  his  remark,  that  the  present 
special  mail  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
in  California,  is  a  man  who  was  selected  with 
special  reference  to  his  competency  and  int^rity 

I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman  Hom'New  Vow, 
[Mr,  Haven,]  who  alluded  to  the  compensation 
of  previous  mail  agents,'  that  a  bill  has  already 
been  passed  by  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  ths 
special  mail  agent  appointed  by  the  last  Adminis- 
tration, That  bill  was  sent  to  the  House,  was 
referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  and  has  been  reported  to  this 
Houee  by  them,  and  it  is  now  upon  your  Private 
Calendar.  So  it  appears  that  there  nas  been  no 
d.ieposition  on  ifaejiart  of  the  majority  of  this 
House  to  provide  for  the  present  mail  agent  in 
exclusion  of  those  who  have  heretofore  served  ths 
Government  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Fry,  the  present  special  mail  a^ent  for  Cal- 
ifornia, was  not  in  the  city  of  Washington  when 
the  apiwintment  was  made,  but  was  engaged  in 
private  business  at  home.  He  knew  nothing 
about  the  contemplated  appointment,  or  that  hia 
name  was  connected  wilA  it.  When  it  waa  an- 
nounced to  him  that  he  had  been  appointed  suelt 
agent,  he  thought  that  the  compensation  wasalls- 
getber  inadequate.  The  California  delegation  in 
Congress,  after  advising  him  that  Congress  would 
raise  the  rate  of  pay,  sat  down  and  pledged  diem- 
selves  in  writing  that  they  would  exert  all  their 
influence  in  Congress  to  mduce  them  to  raise  his 
coinpensation  to  $5,000;  and  it  was  only  in  con- 
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•Mjuence  of  that  pledge,  both  by  the  ^epreaent- 
atires  and  Senators  from  California,  that  he  was 
induced  to  accept  the  office.  I  believed  then,  and 
t  believe  now,  that  Congresg  will  allow  to  him 
that  reasonable  compensation,  which  (he  Califor- 
nia delegauon  pledged  Ihey  would  secure  to  him 
from  Congress.  I  think  that  some  credit  should 
'  be  given  to  that  delegation  of  understanding 
aoroething  about  the  necessities  which  exist  in 
that  State  in  reference  to  public  affairs. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  move  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation contained  in  this  amendment  $1 ,000.  That 
will  make  it  f4,000,  which  I  think  is  about  a  fair 
compensation.  I  am  well  aware  that  a  special 
mail  agent  has  a  ((feat  many  difficulties  to  encoun- 
ter, and  particularly  in  that  State.  I  well  know 
that  ht  has  a  great  many  trials.  I  know  that  he 
has  to  be  an  "all  sorts  of  a  man,"  as  an  officer 
expressed  himself  to  me  the  other  day;  that  he 
has  to  be  an  industrious  mid  persevering  man; 
that  he  has  to  be  a  good  lawyer,  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  United  Slates  laws  well;  that  he  is 
eharged  with  the  duty  of  detecting  depredators 
upon  the  mails  in  that  country;  that  he  has  to  go 
over  the  bills  and  valleys  of  California,  in  stages, 
by  nigbtand  by  dajr;  that  he  has  to  be,  or  ought 
to  be, almostomnicicntand  omnipresent.  [Laugh- 
ter.] He  is  required  at  all  times  to  be  present, 
ready  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  depart  for  any  part 
of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  catching  rogues. 
He  has,  of  course,  to  expose  himself  to  much 
danger.  He  is  liable,  perhaps,  every  week  or 
two,  to  be  shot  down  in  capturing  those  who  are 
endeavoring  to  plunder  the  mails  in  California. 
Every  one  knows  that  he  is  continually  exposed 
to  all  kinds  of  dangers  aod  hardships.  Now,  I 
think  that  such  a  man  as  that  should  be  allowed 
a  reasonable  and  a  fair  eompensation. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  permit  me  to  ask  a  single  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  will  allow  the  gentleman 
with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  want  to  know  if  the  gen- 
Ueman's  fears  in  reference  to  the  danger  to  which 
this  man  is  exposed  did  not  arise  from  his  own 
experience  last  session  when  on  the  Cominitteeon 
the  Extensions  of  the  Capitol?  Because,  in  his 
efforts  to  detect  the  rogues  who  were  engaged  in 
executing  that  work,  I  understand  he  came  near 
being  assassinated  several  times.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  McNAlR.  1  am  very  thankful  to  the  gen- 
tleman for  informing  me  of  tha  fact,  though  I  as- 
sure him  that  (  had  no  reference  to  any  precedent. 
But,  sir,  I  think  that  |1,600  is  entirely  too  little  as 
a  compensation  for  this  man.  1  think  $5,000  is 
too  much;  and  1  think  |4,000  is  just  enough.  I 
hope,  therefore,  tiiat  my  amendment  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  just  wish  to  say  one  word 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Haven,]  who,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  M^joa,  and  speaking  with  great 
<Sojifiilenee  upon  this  subject,  his  statements  are 
worthy  of  a  reply.  Now,  sir,  1  submit  that  no 
comparison  can  be  drawn  between  the  compensa- 
tion proper  to  be  paid  to  a  mail  agent  in  New 
York  and  one  in  California.  Sir,  we  have  no 
railroads  extending  like  net-work  over  our  coun- 
try, by  which  a  man  may  travel  with  {be  speed 
or  lightning  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other. 
The  duties  of  this  officer  in  California  require  ex- 
cessive exposure  and  invqive  dangers  and  hard- 
•hips  which  have  no  parallel  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

This  gentleman  is  required  to  travel  over  a  State 
three  and  a  half  times  as  lar^e  as  New  York.  The 
only  conveyance  for  him,  as  a  general  thing,  is  to 
ride  upon  a  mule.  He  finds  the  cost  of  living,  a 
great  portion  of  the  time,  about  four  dollars  per 
diem.  I  say,  therefore,  that  it  is  absurd  to  talk 
of  comparing  the  services  of  a  mail  agent  in  New 
York,  or  in  any  of  the  eastern  States,  or  of  com- 
paring the  compensation  to  which  such  mail  agent 
IS  justly  entitled,  with  that'of  the  roaibagent  in 
California. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  state  Airther  to  the 
House,  that  unless  some  provision  of  this  charac- 
ter is  put  into  the  bill,  the  condition  of  my  Slate, 
ao  far  as  its  postal  system  is  concerned,  will  be 
most  lamentable.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Walsh]  says  there  are  many 
men  too  stupid  to  dischar^^  the  duties  of  this  of- 
fice, and  who  hold  office  aimply  because  they  are 
too  lazy  to  go  to  work.    Well,  air,  it  is  to  obvi- 


ate this  very  thing  that  the  delegation  from  Cal- 
ifornia haveagre^  to  advocate  uiis  amendment. 
They  desire  to  furnish  a  compensation  that  will  be 
sufficient  to  employ  a  man  who  is  competent  to 
discharge  the'duties  which  are  devolved  upon  him; 
for  no  such  man  will  undertake  to  discbarge  those 
duties  in  California  for  the  compensation  now  pro- 
vided by  law. 

MV.  WALSH.  If  (he  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  did  not  say  these  men 
were  not  competent  to  discharge  the  autiesof  that 
office. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  The  gentleman  said  thrfwere 
too  laty  to  labor  for  their  own  support.  Now,  sir, 
I  think  thzU  by  adopting  this  amendment,  you  will 
accomplishagreatsaving to(heGk>vemment.  But 
I  want  to  say  another  thing;  it  is  just  this:  Unless 
the  Government  make  some  such  provision  as  is 
provided  for  in  this  amendment;  unless  they  pro- 
vide a  compensation  that  will  employ  a  competent 
man,  the  Postmdster  Gleneral  will  be  oompellcd  to 
send  out  some  one  there  occasionally  to  regulate 
the  affaira  of  the  Department  in  that  State.  The 
compensation  of  such  an  agent,  his  traveling  ex- 
penses, mileage,dkc.,  the  loas  which  will  result  to 
the  Oepar(men(,  will  be  no(  |^,000  merely,  but  five 
(imes  five  (housand  dollare  annually^  rf  you  re- 
ject this  appropriation  of  j|5,000,  which  is  a  just 
and  reiuonable  compensation,  you  will  find  that 
the  inereaaed  expenditure  which  will  b«  involved, 
will,  instead  or|5,000,  be  |25,000.  I  advocate  this 
amendment,  sir,  as  a  measure  of  economy,  and  I 
hope  the  committee  and  the  House  will  adopt  it. 

The  Postmaster  Oeneral  thought  that  the  salary 
of  this  officer  should  be  (5,000  per  annum,  and  he 
would  have  recommended  this  in  the  firstinstance, 
had  it  not  been  that  he  was  unwilling  to  draw  any 
invidious  distinction  between  his  highest  officer 
aod  this  gentleman.  As  I  remarked  before,  I  am 
authorized  to  state  that  he  has  been  always,  and 
is  DO  w  of  the  opinion,  that  the  service  of  no  gen- 
tleman of  ability,  integrity,  and  character  can  be 
secured  for  less  siUary  than  fiJOOO  per  annum. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  hop*  that  we  may  now  vote 
on  the  question,  as  it  baa,  in  my  opinion,  been 
fully  discussed. 

The  question  was  taken;  wid  the  amendment 
was  dist^reed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  move  to  reduce  the  appropri- 
ation |100. 

I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  withoutany  interest  in  this 
question  other  than  that  which  appertains  to  tha 
memben  of  this  House.  I  have  no  feeling  in  the, 
question — none  in  the  world;  but  I  haveiM>me  ex- 
perience of  California,  having  gone  there  to  pur> 
sue  my  private  fortunes,  and  having  returned  after 
a  pleasant  andligreeable  trip.  I  say  to  this  body, 
from  personal  knowledge,  that  it  is  indispensable, 
and  perhaps  more  so  in  that  country  than  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union,  that  this  officer  should 
be  a  man  of  the  very  highest  character.  He  has 
jurisdiction  over  contracts.  He  has  a  sreat  power 
of  collusion;  and  unless  hs  be  protects  by  agreat 
deal  of  integrity  out  there,  where  eveiy  man  goes 
to  make  bis  pile,  and  where  it  is  bonrat  enough  to 
make  money  anyhow 

Mr.  WALSH.    You  went  to  make  jrour  pile? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  went  to  make  my  pile,  but  to 
make  it  honestly.  A  great  many  go  there  for  a 
different  purpose,  and,  as  I  know,  especially  from 
New  York. 

Well,  sir,  this  being  the  ease,  it  is  necessary  to 
secure  a  man  of  high  character.  Yon  cannot  do 
that  for  the  present  salary.  In  this  particular 
case  I  desire  thenouse  to  understand  (bat  there 
is  no  proposition  to  increase  the  per  diem.  A 
man  here  gets  $1,600  per  annum,  and  |3  per  day 
for  his  traveling  expenses.  In  this  case  ne  is  to 
gel  |5,000  per  annum,  and  only  $2  per  diem. 
The  |2  per  diem  will  not  pay  for  drinks.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  tell  gentlemen  that  the  man  who  is  hearty 
there  has  to  pdy  very  high  for  his  living.  I  have 
seen  many  a  miner  pay  $3  50  for  his  oreakfast. 
You  have  to  pay  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  apiece  for 
eggs,  a  half  of  a  dollar  for  a  beef  steak,  seventy- 
five  cents  for  a  partridge;  and  when  a  fellow  gets 
thirsty,  he  has  to  pay  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  for  a 
drink,  and  short  measure  at  that.  What  does 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Walsh] 
think  of  that?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WALSH.    What  kind  of  drinks  i 

Mr.  SMITH.    Good  stiff  drinks,  and  a  quar- 


ter of  a  dollar  apiece,  t  mention  these  things  to 
show  that  there  is  no  comparison  in  point  of  im- 
portance— and  I  speak  insincere  candor  to  thegen- 
tleman  from  New  York — between  this  officer  and 
the  Uni(ed  Sta(e8as8ayor  at  San  Francisco.  One 
sits  in  his  room,  performs  light  and  easy  duties, 
while  the  other  has,  to  brave  the  tempests,  baa 
roads,  and  all  thedangera  pictured  a  while  ago  by 
my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  McNAia.] 
Five  thousand  dollara  is  nSt  one  cent  too  much. 
There  are  many  officers,  clerks  oftbeOovemment, 
who  get  more.  What  do  you  think  of  the  naval 
officer  getting  |8,000  per  annum?  He  ia  not  nigh 
as  responsible  an  officer  aif  this  one,  judging  from 
the  incumbent. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wasatfirat  inclined  to  vote 
for  this  amendment;  but  if  |2  50  per  day  is  r»' 
quired  to  furnish  the  officer  with  drinks,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  (hat  it  had  belter  b«  voted  down.  I 
shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  greatly  surprised  ihatany 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
could  be  found  to  give  such  a  reason  for  his  vote. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

The  question  now  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  McDOUOALL  demanded  tellen. 

Tellera  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  not  eon> 
etirred  in. 

The  fiftieth  amendment  was  read,  aa  follows: 

8(0.  a.  jIndbtUfarilurtmaeled,  Thai  ftom  and  oAer 
tba  paMiM  or  tU«  act,  Ibere  •ball  be.  In  addittoa  to  ih* 
clerki  auuioriMd  by  the  (bird  section  nf  Ihe  act  of  Maieh 
3, 1853,  eadlled  "  Aa  act  makini  appropriatiaM  for  Ibe 
civil  aad  <Uplamalic  espenfes  of  CSovernmcnl  for  tbe  year 
ending  Ihe  aoib  of  Jaae,  ieM,"in  lb«aac«orttwRetis«sr 
of  Ibe  Treasary,  three  olerlts  of  das*  foer,  to  ineiode  the 
clerk  now  aulboriaed  lo  take  charge  of  the  redemption  of 
Mock* ;  and  in  Ibe  office  of  tbe  Commiaaioner  of  Pea>ioas 
five  clerk*  of  cla*«  two,  and  dfkeen  clerk*  of  ela*a  three ; 
and  said  claiks  shall  be  paid,  acootdiMlo  tba  provialoMor 
■aid  saelion.am  of  aayinoiMy  la  Ibe  Tnmnrj  not.otbet- 
wi*e  appropiiatsd. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Committee  of  Waysand 
Means  have  instructed  me  to  recommend  to  the 
House  to  non-concur  in  that  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  But  it  is  right  that  tha  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  refer- ' 
enee  to  the  clerks  m  the  office  of  the  Register  o£ 
the  Treasury  should  be  presented  to  the  House. 
I  therefort  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it. 

The  Clerk  read  the  communiration,  aa  follows: 
.    Taaasear  Dar ABvmMT,  Jfarek  90, 11164. 

8ta :  Yon  will  pereelve,  bjr  my  letter  of  ibe  lOtta  of  Jaa* 
aai7  lasl.  I  recommended  for  Ihe  First  Auditor^  office,  one 
clerk  of  the  rouclli  cla«s ;  for  the  Third  Anditor'a  olDce,  Ave 
clerk*  of  tbe  lonnh  cIrb*  ;  for  the  Treasurer's  office,  Iwo 
clerks  o(  lb*  fnunh  class ;  and  for  tbe  Reg isier's  office, 
two  iddiUDnal  clerks  of  Ibe  fourth  ela**. 

These  additional  clerks  in  Ihe  Register's  office  areneces- 
*ary  for  the  better  and  prompt  preparation  of  the  siaiitilcs 
prepared  In  that  office ;  and  il  is  desirable,  if  Congress 
graan  this  addilioaal  force.  Uiai  it  sbonid  be  done  a*  sooa 
a*  practicabie.  a*  the  force  is  mucb  needed  in  that  office. 

In  Ibe  Sixth  Auditor's  office,  the  account*  of  foreign 
postages  nnder  treaty  alipolations,  and  oiherwiae,  ham 
aceumnlaled  to  sneb  an  extent  a*  to  require  a  clerk  of  groat 
capacity  and  efficiency ;  and  Uw  DeportiMat  will  not  be 
able  lo  retalB  *uch  a  ono  for  les*  than  ^1,800  per  annum ; 
and  no  one  of  tbe  clerks  ofthe  Ibunh  class  can  be  spared  for 
that  position.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  an  addi- 
tional clerit  of  Ihe  fonnta  class  for  the  Sixlb  Andilor'soffiee. 

The  clerk  In  Ihe  Register'*  office  in  charge  of  Ibe  etoeka 
came  in  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1646,  revived 
by  Ihe  act  of  STarch  3,  I8S3,  classilVing  Ihe  clerks,  and  Is 
only  entitled  lo  91,400,  but  was  paid  91,800  prior  to  Isl  of  ■ 
July  last,  ander  an  arrsngepieni  I  did  not  foel  at  liberty  to 
continue.'  The  posiUon  Is  a  confidential  one,  and  will  nn|  , 
eonUnue  after  tbe  debt  shall  be  paid.    In  my  opinion,  tie  ' 
ought  10  have  $1,800  per  annum. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  JAMESODTHRIE, 

Snntary  o/  (As  lYeonvy.    - 
Bon.  R.  M.  T.  Huaraa, 

Ckabman  CommUUt  on  Fbiane;  Vnilei  Statt*  Stnat*. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  now  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
a  letter  from  t(ie  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with 
reference  to  the  clerks  proposed  to  be  created  in 
the  office  o(  the  Commiaaioner  of  Pensiooa,  in 
lieu  of  the  temporary  clerks  now  employed.  The 
Comniittee  of  Ways  nnd  Means  nave  recom- 
mended a  non-concurrence  in  this  part  of  tha 
amendment  of  the  Senate;  but  I  desira  tliat  |be 
letter  may  be  read. 

Mr.  ASHE.  This  is  all  out  of  order;  and  I 
object  to  the  reading  of  the  letur,  .It  is  consuming 
time  uselessly. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  object  to  the  reading. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  think  that  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  ought  to  be  read. 
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Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor;  and 
I  ftsk  that  it  may  b*  read  aa  a  part  of  my  remarks: 

Dip  ARTiuiiT  or  tsi  Imiuoiu     ) 
WiaHiHOTON,  Jfarc*  17,  ie&4.  ( 

8<a.'  Since  onr  Intenrlew  of  Uili  morning  i  bare  eon- 
reraed  vfiih  Judga  Waido,  ihe  CommiMioner  of  Penvioos, 
and  eiunined  Uie  clanidcation  of  tlie  clerlii  in  lil>  boreau, 
aa.nMd«  bjr  Um  act  of  Marcli  3, 1833,  and  am  MUtllod  tbai 
Ji^mRD  10  Uie  emplo^eea  in  bl«  ofllce,  a*  well  aa  a  proper 
rennl  for  Uie  public  inlereal,  requiree  wme  chaofe  In  Uie 
BUoiber  of  clerka  aaeifned  lo  eacb  clou. 

A*  at  pmenl  arranged,  there  are^if  the  Peraion  Office, 
exeloelve  of  die  chief  cleric,  fanjr-nlae  elerlu,  claaeiHed 
thaa:  tea  ofihelratclaM,  thirty  of  the  aecoad,  Ave  of  itae 
Ihiid,  and  four  of  the  fourth.  It  eeeme  to  have  been  sup- 
a6*!d  by  the  late  Comminioner  t>f  Penelnne  tliat  this  nnm- 
•er  would  be  ■ufficlent  to  diicharge  Ihe  dutiea  of  the  office, 
■libeBgli,  at  Ihe  lima  Ihat  eaUmate  waa  made,  ibere  were 
about,  one  hundred  and  forty  perntanent  and  temporary 
clarka  employed  In  the  bureau.  But,  it  being  fnuiid  utterly 
Impracticable  to  get  along  with  thai  force,  aaulHcienI  num 
hit  of  temporary  clerks  were,  ofnecemiiy,  reuined.  The 
CommiMioner  it  now  of  the  opinion,  in  which  I  fully  con- 
eiir,  that  a  permanaat  force  of  about  >i;iiy  nine  clerke,  »x- 
claaive  of  Ihe  chief  clerk,  ia  required  for  the  prompt  and 
eileient  diacharge  of  Ihe  labOiloaa  and  important  dutiea  of 
that  bnnaa,  and  thai  the  increaae  ahonld  be  made  to  the 
aacond  and  third  claaaeai  Uial  ia  lo  aay,  Ave  to  tlw  second 
aad  fifteen  to  the  Ibird.  This  would  give  leu  clerka  of  the 
first  claaa,  aa  at  preaeni ;  tbirty-flve,  inatead  of  thirty,  of  ilie 
eecondclaas;  twenty,  inateadof  Ave,  ofihe  third  claaa, and 
four  of  the  fiiwth  etaae,  as  at  present.  This  change  would 
make  the  dassifieaiinn  of  the  clerks  in  (he  Penaion  Ufflce 
eanwpond  aomewtaat  wiib  tbai  in  the  other  Departmenta 
and  bureaua. 

Of  all  the  clerka  in  Ihe  Executive  Departments,  embraced 
bf  dMaer«r  March  3, 18S3, 1  fiod  that  about  one  filth  are 
of  the  first,  one  half  of  the  second,  one  fourth  of  the  third, 
and  one  fifteenth  of  the  fourth  claaa.  The  proportion  of 
the  several  classea  now  in  the  Penaioo  OfAce  ia  about  one 
flM  of  Ibe  firat  claaa,  three  fiftha  of  the  aeeond,  one  tenlb  of 
Iha  third,  and  one  twelfth  of  ib«  Ibunh  claaa.  The  addlllan  of 
five  clerka  lo  class  two,  and  of  fifteen  to  claaa  three,  aa  now 
asked,  woold  give  to  claaa  one  aboat  one  aevemb,  lo  claaa 
two,  loarth  aeveoiba,  lo  daas  three  about  one  fourth ,  and  to 
claastbanh  aboat  one  seventeenth,  which  is  as  near  an 
aMmiimaUon  K>  tba  general  proportions  as  can  well  be 
•Mained.' 

Many  of  Ihe  clerks  now  receiving  the  lower  salarlee  are 
obliged  to  perform  duties  corresponding  in  respoosibilily 
aadlalricacy  to  those  dischargwl  by  clerka  in  theotlier 
bntean.aa  well  aatheirown,  who  receive  the  salary  affixed 
to  the  grade  or  class  next  above  them ;  and  Uiay  perflmn 
Uieir  duties  as  fUtbfuUy  and  as  well,  and  it  is  bnt  Just  that 
they  should  receive  the  same  amount  of  compensation. 

1  would,  iberafbro,  earneally  reeommmUl  itanl  provMoa 
ba  and*  in  tba  deficiency  bill  aathoriaing  an  increase  of 
the  nomber  of  clerka  ia  the  pension  Office  of  the  second 
class  from  thirty  to  thirty-Ave,  and  those  of  ihe^hird  class 
frbm  five  to  twenty,  oa  the  Commissiorier  requeata. 

I  am,  air,  very  respeciftilly,  yeuv  obedient  aervant, 
_  B.  W.  MeCLELLAND,  Stertlary. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Haaraa, 

UMrvuin  Commitltt  on  Financ;  UttUei  Statu  fimaU. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  prvpoaa  to  amand  the  section 
by  atriking  oat  the  rollowing  words: 

In  the  office  of  the  Begister  of  the  Treasury,  three  clerks 
of  class  (bur,  to  include  the  clerk  now  authorized  to  take 
charge  of  ibe  redemption  of  stocks. 

That  will  letkve  in  the  office  of  the  Commissiongr 
of  Penaion*  five  clerks  of  claaa  two,  and  fifteen 
clerks  of  claaa  three.  I  do  not  ace  any  necesaity 
for  tbelnorekae  of  force  in  the  office  of  the  Register; 
btit  I  think  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  clerical  force  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions.  I  believe  every  man  in 
this  House  has  had  more  or  less  business  to  trans- 
act with  that  office.  All  who  have  had  occasion 
to  do  any  buaineaa  there  hava  found  that  the 
present  Commissioner  has  succeeded  in  bringing 
nis  office  from  a  state  of  great  confusion  to  a  con- 
dition of  perfect  simplicity  and  order.  I  believe 
STcr^  man  who  has  hod  any  business  at  that  office 
is  willing  to  eoncsd*  that  the  Commissioner  would 
not  ask  anything  but  what  was  absolutely  neces- 
sanr  for  the  pubne  service.  So  far  na  I  have  heard, 
he  baa,  npoD-all  oeesaions,  given  the  most  perfect 
satisfiMtion  to  all  the  members  of  this  House;  and 
I  hope  that  the  clerks  he  askafbr  Will  be  provided 
by  this  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  fully  concur  with  my  friend 
from  Iowa  (Mr.  Henvj  in  the  remarks  he  has 
Just  made.  I  hope  his  amendment  will  prevail, 
and  that  the  section,  as  amended,  will  pass. 

The^qoestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hcwir;  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  moT*  tottmend  the  remain-  - 
ing  clause  of  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  fifteen,"  in  the  fifth  line  of  page  twenty- 
seven  of  the  printed  bill,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  "  sixteen,  "so  as  that  there  shall 
be  sixteen  clerks  of  class  thr^. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
from  New  Httfflpslure  [Mr.  BuBAao]  wfll  allow 


me  to  offer  an  amendment,  perhaps  it  will  meet  his 
approbation. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  am  very  willing  to  allow 
the  gent)eman'to  do  so,  and  for  that  purpose  I  ask 
to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  accord- 
ingly withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  propose  to  insert  after. the 
word  "  pensions,"in  the  fourth  line  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  page  of  the  bill,  the  following  words: 
*'  in  lieu  of  the  temporary  clerks  now  employed 
therein,"  so  as  to  moke  the  clause  rtad  aa  follows: 

That  from  and  after  Ihe  passage  of  this  act,  Uien  shall 
be,  in  addition  to  Uie  clerka  auihiirixed  by  Ibe  third  section 
of  the  act  of  Mareh  3,  lf%3,  entitled  "  An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  Ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  eipenans  of  Gov- 
ernment fbr  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  IBM,"  in  die 
office  of  Ihe  Register  of  the  Treaaury,  three  clerks  ot  daas 
Ibur,  to  include  the  clerk  now  authorized  to  take  charge  of 
Ihe'redemption  of  stocks,  and  in  the  office  of  the  Commls- 
aioner  of  Pen8iona,lB  lieu  oftbetemporaiT clerks  now  em- 
ployed therein,  Ave  clerks,  lus. 

.    Several  Membcih.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will 
support  this  amendment  of  the  Senate.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  non-concurred  with 
this  entire  amendment;  but,  upon  reflection,  and 
on  a  more  thorough  understanding  of  the  subject, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  appointment  of  the  regular 
permanent  clerka  asked  for  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  in  lieu  of  the  temporary  clerks  now 
employed  there,  will  be  promotive  of  the  dispatch 
of  public  business;  and  it  will  be  economical  and 
right. 

Mr.  STRATTON.  I  deaire'  to  ask  the  ren- 
tleman  from  Tennessee  if  it  is  proposed  that  these 
additional  permanent  clerks  shall  be  selected  from 
the  different  clerks  temporarily  employed  there? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  should  think  that  these  addi- 
tional clerks  asked  for  will  be  selected  out  of  the 
temporary  force  now  employed  in  that  bureau. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentlenflin 
from  Tennessee  one  question.  How  many  tem- 
porary clerks  are  there  now  employed  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions .' 

Mr.  JONES.    I  do  not  know  exactly. 

Mr.  WALSH.  AH  Democrats  here  are  tem- 
porary clerks. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  will  answer  the  question 
asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania.  A 
week  ago  there  were  ninety-seven  clerks  employed 
in  the  Dureau  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions — 
fifty  permanent  clerks,  and  forty-seven  temporary. 
And  I  would  fbrther  say,  that  the  previous  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  had,  in  all,  one  hundred 
and  fbrty  clerks  employed;  and,  without  meaning 
to  cast  any  reproach  on  that  officer,  I  would  say 
that  the  condition  of  afTairs  in  the  office  when  Mr. 
Waldo,  the  present  Commissioner,  entered  on 
his  duties,  was  six  months  in  arrears,  as  I  am 
inlbrmed,  and  that  he  has  now  brought  it  up. 
There  are  now,  as  I  have  said,  fbrtv-seven  tem- 
porary clerks  employed ;  or,  at  least  there  was  that 
number  employed  when  I  obtained  this  informa- 
tion, a  week  or  two  ago.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
will  be  adopted  In  lieu  of  that  which  Iproposed. 
I,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  ef  Ways  and 
Means,  am  of  opinion  that  the  report  by  that 
committee,  unfiivorable  to  this  amendment,  waa 
founded  on  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts,  and 
that  it  is  a  just  and  proper  amendment,  which  I 
desire  to  see  adopted. 

Mr.  STRATTON.  I  am  in  favor  of  snowing 
these  additional  clerks  for  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions.  I  desire,  however,  that 
the  Commissioner  may  be  allowed  to  classify  and 
select  them  from  the  temporary  clerks  who  are 
now  employed  in  the  office. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  to 
the  committee  on  this  subject.  As  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  thought  it 
best  not  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
Bnt  a  man  is  never  too  old  to  learn.  Since  that 
time  !  have  conversed  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  I  believe  I  can  be  just  towards  men, 
and  lo  the  actions  of  men,  everywhere;  and  I  will 
state  that  I  have  always  found  that  gentleman  to 
be  an  honorable  man.  I  have  not.  however, 
merely  taken  his  word  on  this  subject,  but  he  laid 
before  me  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  ask 
for  an  increase  of  his  clerical  force.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  in  his  amendment,  ia  an 
entiiMy  proper  one.    I  khall  vote  for  it  here,  and 


think  that  the  committee  will  be  right  in  voting 
for  it.  I  think,  also,  that  what  was  struck  out  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  properly  struck 
out.  • 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneesee;  and  it  wna  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennesaee.  I  wont  to  proposs 
another  amendment  to  this  section.  I  move  to  in- 
sert, in  line  sixth,  after  the  word  "  section,"  the 
words  "  until  the  30th  of  June,  1854."  So  that 
it  shall  limit  the  appropriation  made  by  thia  actio 
the  current  year.    It  will  then  read: 

"  And  said  clerka  ahall  be  paid,  according  to  Ibe  provis- 
ions of  aaid  aection,  unUI  Ibe  3i)ih  of  June,  lS64,ontof  any 
money  In  Ihe  Treaanry,  not  olberwiae  appropriated." 

This  amendment  is  intended  to  prevent  lb* 
making  of  a  standing  and  indefinite  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  these  clerks;  and  to  require 
that  the  sum  shall  be  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pose each  year,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  required 
in  reference  to  the  salaries  of  all  other  officer*  of 
the  Government. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Jokes;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  as  amended  waa  then  adopted. 

The  fifty-first  amendment  was  then  reported, as 
follows: 

Sso.  7.  Jind  ht  U  farther  tnacM,  That  Ihe  portion  of 
the  aevemb  section  of  the  act  of  tlieMth  of  Aogaai,  1893, 
endued  '*  Aa  act  lo  provide  Ibe  exeetsiiag  die  pnblie  print- 
ing and  establishing  the  prices  thereof,  and  lar  other  par- 
poses.*'  which  provides  **  ihat  when  any  documents  sbaB 
be  ordered  to  be  printed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  Ibe 
endre  prindng  of  socb  documents  eltall  be  done  by  ibe  pitoi- 
eraf  that  House  which  first  ordered  the  same,"  is  keieby 
repealed;  and  when  then  are  dilTerent  prioieis  fi>r  the  re- 
spective Houses,  each  shaft  do  Ihe  printing  which  may 
hereafter  be  ordered  by  the  House  electing  him ;  and  so 
much  of  the  pciating  fcr  the  Rxeeadve  Depanmesn  and 
bateaas  of  die  Government  as  is  nrriered  by  Um  saM  act  M 
be  done  by  the  public  printer,  shall  be  equally  diirided  be- 
tween Ibe  prttiteit  of  the  two  Houaea. 

Mr.  NICHOLS  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  aak  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  yield  me  the  floor,  ia  order  to  enable  me 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  that  fifty-first  seotion. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.    I  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  words: 

*'  And  ao  much  of  the  pilndng  for  the  Execndve  Depart^ 
menis  and. bureaua  of  the  Gnvarnment  aa  ia  ordered  by 
the  said  act  to  be  done  by  the  public  printer,  shall  be  equal- 
ly divided  lietween  the  printers  of  the  two  Houses-*' 

There  is,  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Churman,  a  ne- 
ceasity  for  the  adoption  of  the  Senate  amendment, 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  is  well  known  that  at  this 
time  a  controversy  exists  between  the  publiepriiit- 
ers  of  th*  two  Houses;  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  Senate  have  e^ch  elected  a  dif- 
ferent printer.  That  controveray,  which  if  now 
being  settled  in  the  courts  of  this  district,  bos 
arisen  between  them  in  reference  to  the  printing 
ordered  by  the  two  Houses.  The  law,  under 
which  these  printers  are  elected,  provide*  thaV 
when  any  document  shall  be  ordered  lo  be  printed 
bjr  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  entire  printing 
of  such  document  shall  M  done  br  the  printer 
of  that  House  which  first  ordered  the  same,  la 
the  debates  which  have  taken  place  in  this  Capitol, 
in  reference  to  the  public  printing,  it  has  been  in- 
timated that  there  has  been  great  haste  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  in  ordering  such  and  snch  docu- 
ments to  be  printed,  in  order  that  the  Houss 
printer  might  have  the  printing,  not  only  of  the 
quantity  ordered  by  the  House  itself,  bnt  that  sub- 
sequently ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Again,  the  law  provides  that  whenever  the  same 
document  shall  be  ordered  to  be  printed  by  both 
Houaea  of  Coneress  within  three  weeks  of  each 
other,  but  one  comrosition  shall  be  charged  fbr  th* 
same  docuirfent.  We  propose  that  that  proviaioD 
shall  remain,  so  that  if  it  should  hereafter  happen 
that  both  Houses  elect  the  same  printer,  that  piint- 
*r  will  be  entitled  to  only  one  composition.  Now, 
in  the  debates  which  have  been  haid  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  printing,  it  has  been  stated  that  this  double 
composition  amounts  to  fVom  f  13,000  to  ^16,000 
per  Congress.  That  was  the  estimate  which  was 
sobmittM]  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing. Here  arisea  a  difficulty  in  carrying  out  this 
laat  direction  under  the  last  provision  of  the  sec- 
tion which  we  propoa*  to  strike  out.  Under  th.e 
existing  law  the  departmentalprinting  ia  to  be  ex- 
ecuted by  the  public  printer.  But  there  being  two 
public  primers  the  Department  has  th*  ngbi  to  ■ 
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■elect  between  the  two  elected  by  the  difierent 
branches.  Under  the  existing  law  the  Executive 
DepartroentB  may  procure  all  their  printing  by  one 
of  the  printers,  or  they  may  make  such  division 

«  between  the  two  as  they  may  think  proper.  But 
under  the  section  which  the  Senate  propose  to 
insert,  and  a  part  of  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  propose  to  strike  out,  it  is  pro- 
Tided  that  80  much  of  the  prinliogfor  the  Executive 
Departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Government  as 
is  ordered  by  the  said  act  to  be  done  by  the  public 
printer,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  print- 
ers of  the  two  Houses. 

Now,  [  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  confusion  and  difficulty  that,  it  seems  to 
me,  must  necessarily  result  in  carrying  outthis  pro- 

.  vision,  if  it  is  practical  to  carry  it  out  at  all,  so  as 
to  make  an  equal  division  of  the  matter  between 
the  two  offices.  It  will  give  rise  to  endless  diffi- 
culty. The  heads  of  Departments,  and  the  heads 
of  bureaus,  each  have  their  own  printing  to  be 
done,  independent  of  that  done  by  the  others;  and 
what  rule  ape  they  to  adopt  by  which  the  printing 
ordered  by  the  Departments  or  bureaus  shall  be 
divided  in  equal  quantities  to  the  printers  of  the 
two  Houses,  or  divided  in  such  a  manner  as  that 
each  shall  receive  the  same  amount  of  compensa- 
tion? 

Mr.  HENN.  I  wish  to  inquire  if,  under 
this  section  which  the  Senate  have  ordered  to  be 
adopted,  every  document  that  is  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  the  Departments  would  not  have  to  be 

fiven  to  both  printers,  and  whether  we  should  not 
ave  to  pay  for  composition  at  both  offices? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  That  would  depend  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  division  was  made.  If  the 
law  was  so  construed  that  every  document  ordered 
by  a  head  of  a'Department,  or  by  a  head  of  a 
bureau,  of  which  one  thousand  copies  were  to  be 
printed,.muat  be  given  five  hundred  copies  to  one 
printer,  and  five  hundred  to  the  other,  we  should, 
of  course,  have  to  pay  the  expense  of  double 
composition;  for  that  is  provided  for  in  a  prece- 
ding part  of  the  section. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  will  suggest  that,  as  far  as 
the  matter  of  double  composition  is  concerned, 
it  would  be  impracticable  to  carry  it  out  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 
It  is  to  be  carried  out  aa  far  as  practicable,  and 
that  settles  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  in  what  He  has  said  upon  the  im- 
propriety of  adopting  the  amendment  of  tha  Sen- 
ate. I  do  not  see  why  any  of  it  should  be  retained, 
and  I  therefore  move  to  strike  out  the  whole 
•action. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  in  order  to  op- 
pose the  amendment  oiTered  by  thrgentleman  from 
'  Missouri,  if  the  gentleman  desires  to  make  any 
remarks. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  do  not  desire  to  speak  upon 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Viiginia.  I  do.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  say  that  (he 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  agreed  to 
the  first  portion  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
whir.h  is  to  the  effect  that  the  printer  of  each 
House  is  to  do  the  printing  ordered  by  that  House. 
It  will  lead  to  a  little  additional  expense,  to  be  sure, 
but  then  I  consider  thata  matter  of  small  importance 
when  taken  in  connection  with  the  much  more 
important  question  which  is  involved.  The  im- 
portance of  this  amendment  cannot  b«  better  illus- 
trated than  by  what  has  already  occurred  since  the 
•lection  of  two  different  printers  by  the  two  differ- 
ent branches  of  Congress.  There  is  now  a  con- 
troversy goin^  on  between  these  printers  in  refer- 
ence to  the  prmting  of  the  Patent  Office  report,  and 
a  eontroveroy  in  respect  to  which  it  seems  to  me 
impossible  that  there  can  be  two  opinions.  I  have 
examined  thRnatter  carefully;  but  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  have  decided  that  they  have  no 
Jurisdiction  over  the  subject.  One  of  these  parties 
la  a  friend,  the  son  of  a  friend,  and  the  grandson 
of  my  grandfather,  and  I  advised  him  to  ask  for 
a  mandamvLs  from  the  court,  so  clear  did  I  consider 
the  case.  He  went  into  the  circuit  court,  and  that 
court  decided  that  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Printing  was  the  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  the 
matter.  The  Committee  on  the  Public  Printing 
decided  that  it  had  no  Jurisdiction.  Ths  case  has 
now  gone  to  the  Supreme  Court;  and  there  is  no 
knowing  what  may  be  the  decision  of  that  Court. 
'  AU  of  VB  who  ore  lawyers  know  the  difficulty  pf 


getting  a  mandamus.  It  is  an  extreme  remedy. 
There  it  is:  the  circuit  court,  one  of  the  ablest 
courts  in  the  country,  saying  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Printmg  has  jurisdiction,  and  that 
committee  saying-that  it  has  no  jurisdiction;  and 
you  leave  it  to  an  employeeof  the  Crovcrnment  to 
decide  in  matters  of  right,  utterly  irresponsible  to 
anybody.  You  give  him  an  amount  of  patronage 
in  respect  to  the  press  relating  to  a  large  job  that 
ought  not  to  be  intrusted  to  any  irresponsible  indi- 
vidual on  the  face  of  the  earth,  unless  he  wants  to 
open  the  floodgates  of  corruption.  It  is  better 
that  a  little  more  should  be  paid  for  printing  than 
that  this  state  of  things  should  be  permitted  to 
exist.  1  agree  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  respect  to  that  matter. 

Now!  come  to  the  point  on  which  I  disagree 
with  them,  on  which  the  Senate  proposes  that  the 
Executive  printing  should  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween the  two  printers.  Well,  it  does  not  follow 
that  when  one  thousand  copies  of  a  circular  are  to 
beprinted,  that  five  hundred  copies  are  to  be  printed 
by  one  office,  and  five  hundred  by 'the  other,  and 
that  both  are  to  be  paid  for  composition.  The 
'obvious  meaning  of  the  claine  is,  that  there  shall 
be  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  prinlini*  be- 
tween the  printers  of  the  two  Houses.  Well,  is  not 
that  right?  Is  not  equality  equity?  Why,  sir, 
do  you  mean,  in  a  country  where  more  depends 
on  the  purity  and  independence  of  the  press  than 
upon  anything  else  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  Departments  to  foster  the 
printer  of  one  House  of  Congress  at  ths  expense 
of  the  prinur  of  the  other  House?  When  the 
two  Houses,  for  political  or  other  purposes,  choose 
different  printera,  are  you  to  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  Departments  to  crush  one  and  to  build  op 
the  other?  Arc  you  to  put  it  into  their  power  to 
hold  a  rod  of  terror  over  both  presses  ? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  understand 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  ft-om  Missouri 
is  to  strike  out.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Public  Printing  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  what  is  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out: 

Provided,  Tliit  compoittion  In  no  eaie  ttaall  be  paid  Ibr 
Whera  the  work  ia  not  sclnally  perfonned. 

The  object  of  that  amendment  is  simply  to  pre- 
Tent  the  Qovernment's  having  to  pay  for  compo- 
sition which  is  not  actually  performed;  for  in- 
stance, ifi  cases  wh^re  theheadings  and  soforth  are 
changed,  and  the  same  type  is  used  to  print  doc- 
uments for  the  Senate  which  have  been  ordered 
by  the  House,  or  for  the  House  which  have  been 
ordered  by  theSenate. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  am  opposed  to  theamendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  certainly 
there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not  be  opposed 
to  the  whole  amendment  of  the  Senate;  for  there 
is  no  more  propriety  in  incorporating  such  a  sec^ 
tion  in  the  deficiency  bill,  than  there  would  be  in 
incorporating  a  section  to  organize  two  companies 
of  United  States  dragoons.  It  is  entirely  out  of 
place,  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  good 
sense  of  this  committee  wiU  reject  the  section  en-, 
tirely. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton'* 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAVEN  moved  a  profhrma  amendment, 
and  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  te  say  a  word 
or  two  in  reference  to  this  matter.  It  is  true  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  recom- 
mended the  course  which  has  been  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Phelpi,]  but  that 
committee  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that  I  told 
them,  in  reference  to  this  particular  amendment, 
that  I  could  not  concui*  with  them  in  that  commit- 
tA,  in  this  committee,  in  the  House,  or  anywhere 
els^  and  that  I  would  consider  myself  at  full  lib- 
erty to  oppose  it  here  and  everywhere. 

I  agree,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Pratt,]  who  hasjustad- 
dreaaed  the  committee,  that  this  whole  section 
ought  to  be  stricken  out  of  this  dsficienoy  bill.  It 
has  no  busioesshere;  it  has  no  busineaaany  where. 
The  law  that  Was  passed  attlu  firstsession  of  the 
last  Congress,  afler  great  labor  and  much  discus- 
sion, tribulation,  and  difficulty,  answered  our 
purpose  very  well.  Since  then  our  printing  has 
been  well  done,  and, upon  good  paper,  and,  as  it 
happens,  upon  not  unreasonableterms.  Whether 
it  IS  wise,  or  unwise  that  the  ti(p  Houses  should 
bavf  power,  to  elect  difierei^t  printferp,  is  not  a 


matter  which  I  propose  now  to  stf>J>  to  diacuast 
for  the  law  gives  them  that  power.  But  I  do  in- 
tend to  say,  that  if  the  two  Houses  choose  to  elect 
different  printers,  I  am  opposed,  and,  ib  my  opin- 
ion, sound  policy  is  opposed,  to  any  incrsafc  of 
the  pay  for  the  work. 

Sir,  what  will  the  people  of  (he  country  say  of 
this  Congress?  Let  us  pause  for  a  moment  and 
see  where  we  are,  and  what  we  are  doing.  There 
are  bills  upon  your  table  in  relation  to  ail  the  or- 
ganized Territories  of  the  Union,  proposing  to  sep- 
arate the  office  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
from  that  of  Governor,  and  to  give  additional 
compensation  to  the  Governora,  and  an  entirely 
new,  independent,  and  additioned  salary  to  the  sn- 
perintendents  of  Indian  affairs. 

We  have  been  making  with  a  liberal  hand  new 
ports  of  entry,  to  make  places  for  new  custom- 
house officers  and  appointees.  We  have  created 
new  land  districts  and  established  new  land  offices, 
drawing  after  them  new  registers,  receivers,clerks, 
and  employees;  and  in  t^e  bill  which  passed  this 
House  the  other  night,  (at  the  hour  when  burgla- 
ries are  generally  committed,)  for  the  organization 
of  the  two  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraskai 
where  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affaira,  speak- 
ing from  the  spot,  says  that  on  the  11th  of  Octo- 
ber last  there  were  but  three  white  men  to  be  gov- 
erned, you  propose  to  make  two  new  Governors, 
two  superintendents  of  Indian  affairs,  two  secre- 
taries, six  judges,  two  marshals,  and  two  district 
attorneys,  giving  them  all  as  high  salaries  as  the 
officials  in  any  other  Territories  receive;  andl  may 
be  allowed  to  add,  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  way 
of  parenthesis,  and  as  showing  the  beauties  of 
non-intervention  as  contained  in  that  bill,  not  one 
of  this  brood  of  oflicers  are  to  be  elected  or  chosen, 
by  ths  people  of  those  Territories,  (if  there  ore 
any  people  there;)  but  they  are  to  be  selected, 
commissioned,  and  forced  upon  that  people  by  a 
non-intervention  Administration  in  this  city  of 
Washingfon — more  than  a.  thousand  miles  from 
the  people  to  be  governed — the  people  having  not 
one  word  to  say  on  the  subject,  ana  nothing  to  do 
with  it  but  submissively  to  bow  to  this  central 
Government.  And  the  selection  is  to  be  made 
from  the  expectant  and  anxious  men  who  are 
singing  praises  to  the  great  doctrine,  or  principle, 
OS  tkey  say,  of  non-intervention,  and  of^ allowing 
the  people  of  the  Territories  to  govern  themselves 
in  their  own  way.  What  fallacious  reasons  can 
be  made  satisfactory  to  men  who  can  find  none 
more  substantial  for  perpetrating  a  great  wrong. 

In  addition  to  all  these  new  places,  as  a  reward 
to  faithful  followers,  you  have  on  your  table  bills 
for  the  creation  of  the  office  of  a  new  surveyor 
general  for  New  Mexico,  for  Utah,  and,  I  believe, 
for  Washington  and  Minnesota,  wi^h  a  corps  of 
clerks  and  employees  to  each.  Sir,  I  wQl  not  go 
further  with  the  enumeration  now. 

All  of  these  places,  and  many  more  of  like 
character,  seemingly  made  for  the  occasion,  are  to 
be  filled,  and  the  officers  are  to  be  paid  by  this 
General  Government. 

Well,  sir,  this  is  by  no  means  all;  for  here,  in 
this  bill,  it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  salaries  of 
officera  in  California,  and  now  we  have  this  prop- 
osition to  increase  the  pay  for  the  public  printing. 
We  cannot  move  ^step  in  this  House,  without 
voting  away  money,  money,  and  voting  for  pat- 
ronage, patronage,  and  voting  plunder,  plunder, 
in  every  way  and  shape;  we  are  fastened  to  this, 
system  of  legislation,  and  cannot  escape;  we  are 
like  poor  Mr.  Pickwick,  who  had  to  lead  bis  ter- 
rible hone  round  and  round  all  day,  and  could 
not  get  rid  of  him.  Now  I  would  Tie  liberal,  and 
1  would  give  money  and  patronage  where  the 
good  of  the  country  requires  it.  Nay,  I  have 
gone  further,  and  voted  it  when  there  was  any 
reason  for  it  whatever;  but  I  put  my  foot  down 
here;  I  intend  this  Ho.use  shall  know,  and  I  want 
ths  country  to  know,  that  all  of  this  legislation  is 
nothing.and  means  nothing  but  money,  patronage, 
plunder,  and  jobs,  and  is  only  needed  (o  stop  Uie 
cry  of  hungry  partisans,  who  can  be  qutetsd 
only  in  this  way,  and  by  these  means. 

Sir,  if  the  Senate  have  seen  fit  to  go  into  a  fool- 
ish crusade  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  an  addi- 
tional office  or  printing  establishment,  so  as  to  give 
additional  pay,  let  them  take  care  of  their  own 
children;  Itt  them  provide  for  their  own  oSkpring. 
It  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  know  that,  under 
the  law  passed,  through  much  difficulty,  the  print- 
yig  business  has  so  far  worked  well;  and  (hirt  ia 
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no  oecaBi6n,iii  my  opinion,  hereor  in  the  country, 
to  hare  it  disturbed  for  the  single  and  simple  pur- 
pose of^putting  money  into  the  hands  of  mert  who 
nave  t>e«n  appointed  under  the  law  as  it  now  is, 
and  entered  upon  their  duties  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  what  that  law  contains. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vireinia.  Putting  money 
merely  into  the  hands  of  somebody !  Into  whose 
hands  is  money  pat  by  this  bill?  1  am  amazed 
at  the  ainiment  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haten,]  because  I  am  conscious 
that  the  effect  of  this  amendment  is  to  take  a  ter- 
rific source  of  patronase  from  the  hands  of  tHe 
Executive.  Although  1  am  friendly  to  the  Exec- 
utive, yet  I  do  not  think  that  the  power  ought  to 
be  vested  in  the  Executive  Department,  or  with 
an  appointee  of  the  President,  to  enable  him,  by 
his  own  will,  by  his  own  diction,  to  build  up  the 
organ  of  one  branch  of  Congress  at  the  expense 
of  another.  In  comparison  with  the  control  of 
such  a  power  as  that  gives,  what  is  the  sum  of 
|15,000  in  a  Oovemment  like  ours?  Taking  the 
relation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  each 
other— each  electing  its  own  printer,  the  editor  of 
'  a  paper — what  is  the  sum  of  $15,000  in  cora^wri- 
aon  with  the  power  and  patronage  you  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  in  controlling  these 
presses.  Divide  the  printing,  and  when  tne  two 
Houses  elect  two  printers,  let  the  printer  of  each 
House  do  the  work  of  the  particular  House  to 
which  he  was  elected.  What  could  be  more 
proper  than  that?  Would  it  not  be  far  better  to 
do  that,  although  you  pay  a  little  more  extra 
compensation,  than  to  have  these  parties  in  court, 
engaged  in  a  controversy  and  strifs  about  it?  The 
court  have  decided  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
>  was  the  tribfanal  to  settle  this  matter;  but  that 
committee  say  that  they  have  no  jurisdiction  over 
the  matter.  1  undertake  to  say,  from  my  knowl- 
■  edge  of  the  subject,  that  the  merits  of  the  case  are 
against  ~ths  position  of  the  Superintendent  of 
'  Printing;  and  though  both  tribunals,  in  the  pre- 
cise case  that  has  gone  before  them,  erred  in  the 
matter,  each  one  decided  they  bad  no  authority  to 
correct  it. 

Is  it  not  better  that  the  printer  of  the  House 
ahontd  execute  the  printing  of  the  House,  and  the 
printer  of  the  Senate  the  printing  of 'the  Senate, 
and  that  the  printing  of  the  Executive  documents 
should  be  divided  between  them?  I  understand 
the  position  of  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Havbk,]  bat  I  hope  he  is  reckoning  without  his 
host.  He  thinks  the  next  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  going  to  be  Whig,  and  that  is  the  secret 
of  his  zeal  about  this  matter.  [Laughter.]  I 
think  he  is  mistaken.  He  desires  to  retain  the 
printing  as  at  present,  knowing  that  the  Senate 
will  continue  Democratic,  so  that  a  Whig  printer 
may  be  elected  for  the  next  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  have  the  whole  patronage  of  this 
body.  But,  I  repeat,  the  gentleman  is  reckoning 
without  his  host. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  pend- 
ing is  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven.] 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Phelps.] 

Mr.  ORR.    I  renew  the  amendment  offered  by 

the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.   Haven.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  concur  with  the  gentleman  from 

Connecticut,  [Mr.  Pratt,]  as  to  the^ropriety  of 

"  the  amendment  which  he  offered 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (interrupting.)     I  rise  to  a 

?|ue*tion  of  order.  The  amendment  of  my  friend 
rom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Oaa]  has  been  defeated 
before. 

Mr.  ORR.  No;  it  was  withdrawn,  and  I  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    Well,  sUll  it  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  is  in  order,  and  I  have  a  right  to 
doit. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  concur,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  the 
sentiment  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  that 
this  amended  section  here  is  just  as  legitimate  in 
this  bill  ss  if  a  section  bad  been  incorporated  in 
it  to  raiss  two  ad,ditional  regiments  of  mounted 
Tolunteers.  JWhat  is  the  title  of  the  bill?  It  is 
"  A  bill  to  suppljr  the  deficiencies  in  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  service  o'f  the  fiscal  year  ending 30th 
June,  1854."    And  yet  you  have  an  indepeodsot  < 


section  here,  the  object  of  which  is  not  to  roaks 
the  appropriation  of  a  single  dollar.  No,  not  a 
single  cent  is  appropriated  in  this  section  which 
proposes  to  repeal  a  material  part  of  an  act  of 
Congress  on  a  subject  which  is  wholly  different, 
and  totally  disconnected  from  the  bill  itself. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  very  much  the 
habit,  during  Ihelast  few  years,  to  send  back  to  this 
House,  from  the  other  wing  of  the  Capitol,  bills 
loaded  down  with  matter  illegitimate — which  ought 
to  be  out  of  order  in  any  deliberative  assembly  at 
all — with  the  expectation  that  this  House  will  be 
forced,  by  combinations  of  the  various  matters 
introduced,  to  pass  measures  which  otherwise 
would  be  objectionable. 

Now,  sir,  we  passed  this  bill  to  regulsts  the 
printing,  as  has  been  observed  by  the  gentleman 
irbm  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  a  year  and  a  half 
ago.  1  believe,  myself,  that  it  has  worked  well. 
There  has  but  one  difficulty  sprung  up,  and  that 
is  a  controversy  between  the  printers  as  to  cer- 
tain printing  ordered  by  the  two  Houses.  This 
is  not,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  a  serious  difficulty. 
It  is  not  a  difficulty  which  requires  to  be  remedied 
by  us.  And,  besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  sec- 
tion be  adopted  in  the  way  in  which  it  came  from 
the  Senate,  it  will  Revolve  on  the  Government  an 
additional  expenditure  of  not  less  than  $30,000 
per  annum.  What  is  the  necessity  of  this  addi- 
tional expense?  Is  it  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  quarreling  of  the  two  printers? 
Does  this  quarreling  affect  us  at  all? 

Mr.  COBB.    Oh,  no;  let  them  keep  at  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  What,  then,  is  the  nsceasity  of 
changing  this  law,  and  devolving  this  $20,000  ad- 
ditional expense  on  the  Government?  it  might 
have  been  proper  at  the  outset.  The  bill  should 
have  provided  aniost  any  difficulty  arising.  I 
think  that  the  only  arrangement  which' could  have 
been  made,  was  made  in  saving  the  extra  cost  of 
double  composition  in  the  work  which  the  two 
Houses  might  order  to  be  printed. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  first  part  of  the  sec- 
tion recommend  ed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  be  adopted ,  there  is  no  chance  of  a 
controversy  arising.  And  the  only  excuse  for 
miking  the  change  nere,  is,  that  the  iwo  printers 
may,  if  the  change  is  not  made,  continue  to  get 
into  controversies.  But  I  think  that  it  is  time  for 
this  House  and  this  committee  to  assert  its  iode- 

Sendence.  It  is  time  that  the  committee  should 
eclare  its  opposition,  its  hostility  to  this  system 
of  legislation,  which  is  to  incorporate  everything 
into  a  deficiency  bill,  whether  l^itimate  or  illegit- 
imate, and  which  comprises  propositions  to  repeal 
general  laws,  which, perhaps,  if^tbey  were  taken 
on  their  own  merits,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  through  the  two  Houses.  I  hope  the  section, 
in  the  first  place,  will  be  stricken  out;  and  if  this  is 
not  done,  then  I  hope  that  the  amendment  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
will  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolipa,  [Mr.  Orb,]  and  I  simply  desire  to  say 
a  single  word  in  reference  to  it.  It  is  this:  Some 
inconvenience  and  difficulty  does  ensue  to  the 
House  in  consequence  of  the  controversy  arising 
out  of  the  different  constructions  of  this  law.  A 
few  weeks  ago  one  of  the  printers  to  Congress  made 
an  application  to  the  courts  for  a  writ  of  mon- 
domiu  to  compel  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  to 
discharge  his  duty  in  giving  to  him  the  printing 
of  matter  ordered  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  court  granted  a  temporary  injunction, 
which  tied  up  the  two  printers;  and  neither  of 
them  could  do  the  work  #hieh  was  required,  and 
which  we  were  all  clamoring  for  every  day.  "Vhe 
work  which  we  wanted  performed  has  thus  been 
stopped  by  order  of  the  court,  because  the  ^int- 
ers were  not  allowed  to  proceed  with  it. 

)ilr.  HAVEN,  (interrupting.)  And  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  says  it  was 
done  on  his  advice. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  know  on  whoss 
advice  the  momioiiMW  was  applied  for;  I  merely 
desire  to  show  that,  under  the  present  law,  some 
inconvenience  and  difficulty  has  ensued  in  the 
printing  ordered  by  this  House. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Stanton]  if  the  injunction 
of  which  he  spaaks  has  not  been  dissolved  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.    It  was  dissolved;  but  the 


injunction  created  a  delay  in  the  public  printing  of 
a  week  or  more. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  there  is  noobjection,I  will  with- 
draw my  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  mat 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  BARRY.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  merdy 
a  contest  and  squabble  between  two  public  print- 
ers, in  which  neither  this  House  nor  the  Senate 
have  any  interest;  for,  by  whomsoever  the  printing 
is  done,  it  is  well  done. 

I  submit  this  further  proposition:  If  there  i«a 
suit  pending  upon  the  construction  of  a  taw  whicb 
has  been  passed  by  Congress,  whether  it  is  com- 
petent for  Congress  to  step  in  and  settle  the  diffi- 
culty by  passing  another  law,  or  giving  a  con- 
struction to  the  existing  law  ?  Rights  have  already 
accrued  under  the  law  as  it  was  passed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  (interrupting.) 
That  is  not  contemplated  by  this  amendment.  Its 
provisions  are  to  apply  hereafter. 

Mr.  BARRY.  The  reason  alleged  for  passing 
this  amendment  is,  that  difficulties  have  arisen 
between  the  printers  already  elected;  and  I  sup- 
posed the  inference  to  be,  that  the  object  of  Ihs 
amendment  waa  to  settle  those  difficulties. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Not  at  all.  The  object  is 
to  prevent  future  difficulties. 

Mr.  BARRY.  Then  there  is  no  neceasity 
whateverfor  the  passage  of  a  law.  Theaolepor- 
pose  seems  to  be  to  pay  $25,000  for  fesr  that  the 
printers  of  the  two  Houses  may  have  a  conlesi — 
about  what?  About  what  they  are  to  receive  for 
doing  the  public  printine.  If  they  are  so  well 
paid  that  they  can  affora  to  spend  a  portion  of 
their  receipts  in  litigation,  what  business  is  that  to 
the  Senate  and  the  House?  Il  is  admitted  that, 
under  the  present  law,  their  duties  are  well  dis- 
charged. But  it  is  said  that  the  object  is  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  future  difficulties;  and  they 
are  willing  to  incur  $20,000  additional  expense  for 
thst. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  (interrapting.)  I 
would  say  to  the  gentleman  that  the  printing  of  • 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  Patent  Office  report 
is  hung  up  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  matter  can  be  decided  at  thia  tens. 
Is  not  that  an  inconvenience  to  the  House,  the 
Senate,  and  the  country?  Is  it  not  an  incon- 
venience which  ought  to  be  avoided  in  fiitore  i 
The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  provide  against 
the  recurrence  of  such  an  evil. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  do  not  know  how  Congress 
can  prevent  the  printers  of  the  two  Houses,  who 
are  waxing  fat  upon  the  profits  of  that  priat- 
ing  and  that  of  the  Departments,  from  spending 
as  much  as  they  please  in  litigation.  If  the  object 
is  to  prevent  tlie  possibility  of  future  litigation,  I 
know  of  no  way  to  accomplish  that  object,  except 
by  paying  them  so  little  that  they  will  become  so 
poor  that  they  cannot  litigate  further. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  make  one  additional 
remark.  If  there  be  a  defect  in  the  existing  law, 
the  Committee  on  Printing  ought  to  be  aware  of 
the  fact.  They  are  specially  charged  .with  that 
duty.  Let  that  committee  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  law,  wherever  there  exists  •  defect; 
but  let  us  not  attempt,  in  this  side-bar  sort  of  a 
way,  to  change  the  law,  when  we  cannot  have 
the  opportunity  to  investigate  the  subject,  and 
before  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

M  r.  HAVEN.  And  let  me  add  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  by  say- 
ing, that  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  a  report  from 
that  committee  is  admitted  at  any  time,  and  the 
report  so  made  takes  precedence  of  any  other 
subject. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  But  that  com- 
mittee has  no  right  to  originate  anjithing,  but  can 
only  act  upon  matters  which  are  referred  to  them. 
That  is  provided  for  by  the  law  of  the  land,  M 
well  as  by  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.  Woiild  not  this  very  thing  give 
that  committee  sufficient  grounds  to  report  a  bul? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Not  at  all.  We  have  no 
jurisdiction  over  it — none  in  the  world. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  upon  tk« 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr.  BARRY.  If  thsre  is  no  objection,  I  wiB 
withdraw  it. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 
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The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Phelpi,  it  was  put;  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  now  move  to  strike  out  the 
remainder  of  the  Senate  amendment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  question  is  upon  the  non- 
concurring  in  the  Senate  amendment,  as  amended; 
and  by  voting  in  the  negative,  the  gentleman  vrill 
accomplish  the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  DEAN.  That  being  the  case,  I  vrithdraw 
my  amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  again  pro- 
pose the  amendment  to  the  section,  as  it  now 
Bteuids,  which  was  previously  submitted  by  the, 
and  adopted,  but  which  fell  by  the  rejection  of  the 
section  in  which  it  was  incorporated,  I  take  this 
occasion,  also,  to  say  that  I  know  the  sentiments 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing  upon  this  subject, 
tmd  thc^  are  in  favor  of  this  portion^  of  the  sec- 
tion, with  the  amendment  I  now  offer.  1  move 
the  following: 

Prwidtd,  That  compentalion  In  no  caae  iiuUl  be  paid 
where  Uie  work  is  not  actually  performed. 

Thequesdon  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended;  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

The  fifty-teeond  amendment  waa  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

8so.  8.  Jlni  U  tt  futthtr  muKted,  That  so  much  of  the 
act  enlllled  "  An  act  maKini  appropriaiiem  for  the  civil 
and  diptomaiie  expenses  of  Ibe  Ooveriinient  for  tfat  year 
etidlns  the  30th  of  June,  1853,  and  fbr  other  purposL-a,"  as 
provides  fbr  compensation  lo  the  SpsniKh  consul  and  others, 
for  loeses  occartoaed  by  noleace  ai  New  Orleans  and  at 
Key  West,  in  the  year  1651,  shall  be  so  construed  as  lo  place 
Michael  Fapprenilxa,  a  subject  of  Austria,  on  the  same 
ftooling  with  the  subjects  of  Spaia. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  CommitUe  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  non-coticurrenee  in  the 
aroendra^pt  of  the  Senate.  The  act  referred  to  in 
this  section  provides  compensation  to  the  Spanish 
consul  and  ther  Spanish  subjeeta,  for  property 
destroyed  by  a  mob  in  New  Orleans,  about  the 

■  time  of  the  Lopez  expedition  to  Cuba.  Jt  appears 
.  that  this  Michael  Papprenitza,  an  Austrian  sub- 
ject, in  some  way  also  suffered  losses  by  this  same 

■  mob.  '^e  did  not  see  any  good  reason,  however, 
why  a  subject  of  Austria  should  be  embraced 
within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  we  therefore 

.  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  the  amendment, 
,  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  1  will  tell  my  friend 
iVom  Missouri  what  is  the  propriety  of  includ- 
ing this  Austrian  subject  within  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  He  comes  precisely  in  the  same  category 
ds  the  Spaniards  who  are  embraced  in  the  pro- 
visions of  that  act  did.    He  was  an  Austrian,  but 

.  he  was  mistaken  for  &  Spaniard.  •  He  sufferMl  in 
the  same  manner,  by  the  same  mob,  that  the  Span- 
iards did.  The  law  to  which  this  section  refers  I 
drew  myself,  ai\d  I  confined  it  to  Spogisb  subjects. 
The  law  was  put  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
right  that  innocent  persons  should  suffer  for  the 

,  offenses  of  the  Spanish  Government.    The  out- 

.  rages  were  commiUed  because  of  certain  acU  of 
the  Spanish  Government  in  Cuba,  and  we  did  not 
think  these  persons  ought  to  suffer  for  it.  Well, 
now,  sir,  this  Austrian  subject  presents  a.much 
stronger  case  than  the  Spanish  ones  did.  His 
property  was  destroyed  by  the  saOM  mob,  they 

.  supposing  him  to  be  a  Spanish  subject.  It  was 
purely  through  a  mistake.  But  the  law  does  not 
provide  for  his  case.  I  really  do  think  this  is  an 
ameodrnfat  which  we  oueht  to  adopt.  1  have 
looked  into  the  cose,  and  Know  all  about  it.  It 
really  presents  a  stronger  case  than  that  of  tb« 
Spaniards. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  not  looked  into  this  mat- 
ter with  any  great  degree  of  care.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr,  Batlt]  says  he  has,  and  that 
it  should  oehdopted.    I  have  great  confidence  in 

.  his  judgment  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

■  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  this  case  more  properly 
belongs.  But,  sir,  I  will  state  to  the  committee 
the  reasons  which  led  roe  to  come  to  the  eoncla- 
sion  which  1  did  in  reference  lo  it;  and  I  think 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  came  lo  the- 

,  same  conclusions,  for  the  same  reasons.     We 

thought  that  if  we  undertook  to  pay  this  gentle- 
.  man,  who  was  not  a  Spanish  subject,  it  would  be 

recognizing  a  principle  by  which  the  Oovernment 
.  would  be  made  reaponsiule  for  all  the  loss  which 

was    suffered   by  everybody    on  that  occasion. 

This  man'  had  no  connection  wiUt  Cuba  whatever, 


nor  with  Spanish  affairs,  more  than  any  of  the 
citizens  of  New  Orleans.  The  committee  thought 
there  was  no  principle  upon  which  this  claim  could 
be  allowed,  and  that  it  would  be  setting  a  danger- 
ous precedent  to  allow  it.  I  do  not  understand 
the  claim  itself,  however,  to  be  one  of  any  very 
grev  moment.  It  involves  only  a  small  amount; 
.and  if  the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  says  it  is  proper 
that  it' should  be  paid,  I  will  yield  to  the  confi- 
dence I  have  in  his  judgment.  The  committee 
recommended  a  non-concurrence  because  they 
thought  it  would  be  setting  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  was  non-incurred  in. 

The  fifty-third  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
next  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Sxc.  9.  .and  tn  it  furtkfr  tnaeted,  Thsl,  for  custnui- 
houses  and  marlue  hospitals,  and  lo  complete  the  same,  the 
following  sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated  out 
of  any  money  ia  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
namely : 

For  compleiin(  the  custom-house  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
tluO.UOU; 

.  For  compMlog  the  enstom-hoase  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 
$6S,U00;  - 

Fur  compleiioc  the  caslom-hause  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
$4U,UI)0; 

Fur  completing  ihe  custom-house  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
lucky,  $«J,o<NI  ; 

For  compieltef  the  entom-iiooae  at  Bancor,  Maine, 
«90,«00i 

For  completing  the  custom-house  at  Bath,  Maine, 
$00,000!  • 

For  cooipletlDg  the  eostom-bouse  at  WUaiiiigtaa,'Dela- 
wan,«IS,0«IOi 

For  purchasing  a  site  for  a  custom-house  at  Provideaee, 
Bhode  Island,  ^,000 ; 

For  the  purchase  of  a  new  site  Ibr  the  custom- house  in 
flan  Francisco,  9KO,000 ;  and  the  Secreury  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  hereby  aaihoriied,  if,  in  bis  judgment,  the  puMie 
interest  will  thereby  be  promoted,  to  apply  this  appropri- 
ation, and  ss  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  former  appro- 
priaUons,  for  the  erection  of  a  custiHn-house  on  the  land 
reserved  for  said  purpose,  to  the  purchase  of  a  buildiag  or 
baUdings  for  a  custom-house  and  other  public  offices;  and 
the  said  Secretary  of  theTreasuryishereby  directed  lo  take 
all  leg^l  proceedings  which  may  he  necessary  or  advisable 
to  niatfitaln  and  secure  (he  possession  and  litle  of  the  United 
Stales  lo  the  lot  beieloltoe  selected  Ibr  the  sUe  of  a  cuatom- 
hoaae; 

For  the  erection  of  a  eustom-hoase  at  Portland,  Maine, 
Including  rooms  for  the  ITnited  Slates  court,  and  fit  a  post 
otRce,  ^(W.tHN) ; 

To  complete  the  maftoe  hoaniial  at  ClaveUnd,  Ohio, 
«3S,aoO; 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  St.  Louts,  Missoiui, 
•10,000; 

To  complete  the  marine  hosjrftal  ^t  Chicago,  Illinois, 
$8,000 ; 
To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  LoolsvUls,  Keatneky, 

fiajoo, 

1  o  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  Paducah,  Kentucky, 
$5,000; 

To  complete  the  marine  boapiial  at  Evaasvills,  Indlaaa, 
$3000;    '  ^ 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco,  Call> 
fbmia,  $44,000 ;  and  to  eoastruel  a  marine  hospltal  at  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  $15,000. 

Amend  the  utie  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof— aad  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  merely  lise  to  staU  the  rsc- 
ommendation  of  tba  CommiUce  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  not  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
subject.  This  matter  was  discussed  when  the 
deficiency  bill  was  last  before  us. 

Mr.  WALSH.    And  rejected. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  We  recommend  a  non-con- 
cuh-ence  in  the  amendment,  which  appropriates 
#892,500. 

[Cries  of  "  Let  us  take  the  vote !"] 

Mr.  BRECEIMRI DGE.  By  leave  of  my  friend 
from  Missouri,  I  would  suggest  that  we  have  no 
discussion,  no  controversy  on  these  items  in  (M>m- 
mittee,  but  to  let  them  go  by  default.  Let  them  be 
voted  down.  I  doubt  whMher  there  is  a  quorum 
here,  if  the  friendis  of  the  items  desire  to  unite 
thein  to  the  bill,  they  can  have  the  yeas  and  nays 
in  tlie  House. 

[Cries  of  "That's  right!"]  ' 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  much  obliged  to  ny 
friend  from  Kentucky  for  hie  suggestion,  and  hope 
that  it  win  be  adopted  by  the  eommiltee. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Let  me  moke  a  suggestion;  I 
will  not  occupy  a  minula.  I  would  like,  though 
I  do  not  know  that  it  will  meet  with  the  approira- 
tion  of  the  committee,  to  strike  out  all  the  amend- 
ments, with  the  single  exception  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Providence  custom-house. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Providence  will  take  care  of 
that.    ILaughter.] 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  The  appropriation  for 
the  California  custom-house  ia  the  neaviesl  of  the 


While  I  shall  support  it,  yet 
s,  this 


entire  amendments. 

thinking  that,  for  the  expedition  of  biis'iness, 

matter  should  not  be  discussed ,  I  am  willing  to 

accept  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  lun- 

tucky. 

[Cries  of  "  That's  right!"] 

Mr,  KNOX,    I  move  to  strike  out  the  appro- 

Criation  of  }65,000  for  the  custom-house  at  Mo- 
ile,  Alabama. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  submit  the  amendment  for  tile 
purpose  of  expressing  the  reasons  which  wilt 
govern  me  in  voting  against  this  bill.  If  I  were 
to  wait  until  we  got  into  the  House,  I  should  be 
deprived  of  an  opiiortunity  to  do  ao  by  the  pre- 
vious question.  1  object  to  all  these  appropria- 
tions for  custom-houses.  I  object  to  tne  whole 
bill,  as  commencing  at  the  wrong  end  of  legisla- 
tion. '\%hat  is  the  bill  ?  Look  at  the  first  item  in 
it.  It  provides  for  the  pay  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stfite;  and  if  you  look  under  all  the  headings  into 
which  it  is  divided,  you  will  see  that  the  first  item 
under  each  is  to  provide  for  thepay  of  some  high 
officer  of  the  Government.  The  bill  provides  Ibr 
the  Government,  and  leaves  the  people  to  take 
care  of  themselves. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  Does  not  the  gentleman  flrom 
IMinois  know  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
the  compensation  of  all  the  heads  of  Departments 
was  raised  ? 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  do;  but  so  much  the  worse. 
I  cannot  yield  to  the  gentleman,  I  come  n6w 
to  the  appropriations  which  1  desire  to  hare 
stricken  out.  What  is  the  object  of  all  these  ap- 
propriations for  custom-houses !  It  is  to  provide 
splendid  palaces  in  your  large  cities,  in  which  to 
exact  your  customs,  which  are  collected  from  the 
whole  country.  There  is  not  a  word  in  this  bill 
that  looks  to  the  interesu  of  the  great  American 
people.  It  appropriates  not  one  dollar  for  the  iih- 
provement  or  the  navigable  waters  of  the  country, 
over  which  is  carried .  the  commerce  which  is  lo 
create  the  necessity  for  these  expensive  custom- 
houses. It  is  upon  this  ground  that  I  shall  vote 
against  these  appropriations  for  custom-houses, 
and  against  the  whole  bill.  It  commences  at  the  . 
wrong  end.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  RepresentativM 
of  the  people  here  to  look  first  to  the  interests  of 
their  constituents.  We^are  not  here  to  legislate 
fl>r  the  Ch>vemment  or  for  large  cities,  I ,  for  one, 
am  not  here  to  legislate  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  the  large  cities  and  the  high  officers  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  this  mat- 
ter. I  hope  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentaeky  and  others  will  be  complied  with,  and 
that  we  shall  come  to  a  vote  at  once. 

Mr.  KNOX.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concarrine  ia 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  riae,  and  report  its  action  upon  the  amend- 
ments to  the  House, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumsd  the  chair,  the  Chairman  ^Mr. 
Chandler)  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  deficiency 
bill,  in  some  of  which  they  had  concurred,  in 
others  non-concurred,  and  others  they  had  direcftd 
him  to  report  with  amendments. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  report  just  made. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  simply  desire  to  say,  ia  con- 
nection with  some  remarks  I  made  yesterday,  that 
the  commissioner.  General  Campbell,  to  whom  I 
alluded,  designed  to  be  understood  that  the  esti- 
mate sent  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  was 
ample  for  all  the  purposes  contemplated,  and  that 
the  |10,000  appropriated  in  the  deficiency  bill 
was  sufficient  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  year. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  a  call  of  the  House. , 
There  are  but  very  ftw  members  present. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  It  is  too  late,  as 
the  previous  question  has  been  seconded,  and  the 
question  now  is  upon  ordering  the  main  i]oestien 
to  be  put. 

The  mhin  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. ' 

Mr,  CHASTAIN.  I  more  that  the  Houm 
adjourn. 
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Mr.  ORR.  1  hope  tb«  ^entlenian  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  CaAiTAiHJ  wiJl  withdraw  that  motiont 
as  1  think  we  can  get  through  nio«t\)f  the  amend- 
n^ents  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.    1  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  WALSH.    I  renew  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
New  Yoric  [Mr.  Walsh]  will  not  insist  upon  hie 
motion.  Let  ua  go  through  with  the  bill,  and 
agree  to  the  amendments  that  are  not  controverted. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  would  prefer  having  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  present  as  well  as  its  friends, 
who,  by  an  express  order,  have  been  hunted  ap 
by  the  boys. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  are  some  amendment 
npon  which  we  can  all  agree. 

Mr.  WALSH.  There  is  not  one  which  I  am 
in  favor  of. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lemport.  The  aftiendmcnu 
will  all  be  read  through;  and  if  any  gentleman^e- 
airea  a  separate  vote  upon  any  amendment  he  will 
designate  it,  and  then  the  House  will  proceed  to 
▼ote  on  such  amendments  upon^whioh  a  separate 
▼ote  was  not  asked. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  withdraw  my  noGon  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  ttmfon.  The  Clerk  will 
jeport  the  amendments. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  simply 
lo  ask  whether  the  same  otgect  cannot  be' attained 
with  a  great  saving  of  time  by  gentlemen  naming 
the  amendments  upon  which  tTiey  require  a  sep- 
arate vote,  without  having  them  all  read  } 

Mr.  WALSHv  I  wish  to  inquire  whether,  in 
the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  if  a  vote  is  not  de- 
manded upon  an  amendment,  it  is  considered  as 
equivalent  to  passing  it? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  qaesUon  is 
apon  concurring  with  theamendmentsof  theSen- 
ale  as  amended  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
They  have  been  ooneidered  in  Committee  of  the 
.  Whole,  and  reported  to  ^e  House.  The  question 
now  is  in  concurring  or  non-concurring  with 
these  various  amendments. 

Mr.  TRACY.  1  desire  a  separate  vote  npon 
each  one  of  these  amendments. 

Mr.  KNOX.  Has  the  previous  question  been 
Mconded? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  "Umpon.  It  has  been  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  has  been  ordered  to 
be  put. 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  would  inquire  whether  a  mo- 
lion  to  adjourn  would  now  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  move,  then,  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  House  re- 
cused to  adjourn. 

The  first,  second,  third ,  and  fourth  amsiulments 
of  the  Senate  (published  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stats  of  the 
Union  in  yesterday's  proceedings)  were  read  con- 
secutively, and  severally  aereed  to. 

The  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  providing 
certain  parmenta  to  John  Bozmao  Kerr,  was  read. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  aak  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  pro /empore.  Is  It  the  desire  of 
,  the  committee  to  take  the  question  now,  or  wait  till 
we  have  disposed  of  all  the  amendments  to  which 
there  may  be  no  objection  i 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  It  is  better  for  the  com- 
mittee to  pass  on  now,  and  take  the  yeas  and  nays 
afterwards. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttmporo.  If  there  be  no 
objection  that  course  will  be  pur8u«l. 

Mr.  WALSH.     I  object. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  If  the  yeas  and  nays  are 
called  now  we  may  not  have  a  quorum. 

Mr.  WALSH.  And  is  it  proper  to  pass  this 
bill  without  a  quorum  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  do  not  mean  to  intimate 
ibat;  but 

Mr. WALSH, (inurrupting.)  laskthecbair- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or 
the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the  bill,  [Mr. 
Pbclps,]  whether,  if  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
proposal  to  pass  on  now,  and  let  the  yeas  and 
nays  be  called  afterwards,  he  will  press  a  final  vote 
on  this  bill  to-day? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Not  upon  ally  controverted 
question.  I  hardly  understend  the  gentleman's 
question.  If  objection  be  made  to  any  amend- 
ment, and  the  yeas  and  nays  be  ordered,  tbe  ques- 


tion wjll  not  be  taken  till  to-morrow.  1  am  de- 
sirous, myself,  that  there  should  be  a  full  House 
to-morrow  on  passing  the  bill, 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  will  voo  agree  not  to 
press  the  bill  to  a  final  vote  to-oay  if  I  withdraw 
my  objection  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Then  1  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  appeal  to 
my  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Lbtchbb]  m  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  of  Mr.  Kerr.  It  is  a  proposi- 
tion which  1  believe  lo  be  just;  and  I  beg  be  will 
withdraw  his  objection  to  it,  and  let  it  be  agreed 
to.  It  is  the  first  favor  I  have  ever  asked  from 
my  colleague,  end  if  he  grant  this,  I  will  never  aak 
another  from  him. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Batlt]  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  have  the  greatest  respect 
for  my  colleague,  and  I  shall  be  very  willing  to 
comply  with  his  request  so  far  lu  1  can;  but  l^rs 
is  an  important  principle  involved  in  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Uvtpon.  All  this  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (continuing.)  And  I  kaow 
that  if  1  do  not,  somebody  else  would  call  for  the 
yecui  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  following  Senate  amendmente,  in  which 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  recommended  a  con- 
currence, were  agreed  .to  by  the  House: 

Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  II,  13,  15,  16,  17, 18, 19,  SI, 
22,  23,  27,  29,  90,  31,  32,  33, 34,  35,  44. 

The  following  amendments,  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  the.Whole  recommended  a  aun-ooncur- 
rence,  were  rejected  by  the  Houec: 

Nos.  11, 12, 14,  20, 26,  48. 

The  following  amejodmente  of  the  Senate,  in 
which  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  reoommeitded 
a  concurrence  with  amendmente,  were  so  con- 
curred in: 

Nos.  3d,  39,  43,  46,  47.  50.  *, 

The  following  amendmente  of  the  Senate  com- 
ing up  in  order  for  concurrence,  were  objected  to, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  demanded  on  their  adop- 
tion, as  indicated  below: 

No.  10,  by  Mr.  LarcBxa. 

No.  24,  by  Mr.  McDodoall. 

No.  25,  by  Mr.  LKTcasa. 

No.  36,  by  Mr.  Stahton,  of  Keatoeky. 

No.  37,  by  Mr,  Bridoes. 

No.  40,  by  Mr.  Tract. 

No.  41,  by  Mr.  McOodoall. 

No.  42,  by  Mr.  Latham. 

No.  45,  by  Mr.  RostBLL. 

No.  49.  by  Mr. . 

No.  51,  by  Mr.  Batlt,  of  Viiginia. 

No.  52,  by  Mr.  Morrison. 

No.  53,  by  Mr.  Oaa. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  Clerk  need  not  read  the 
fifty-fourth  amendment,  as  there  will  be  a  sepa- 
rate Tote  demanded  upon  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.  1  move  that  the  Hoose  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  (at  a  quarter  to  three  o'clock, 
p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbdridat,  JMoy  S5,  1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  MiLx^traii. 

The  Journal  o(  yestarday  was  read  and  approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  Francis  Gillettb,  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Connecticut  a  Senator  from  that  Stetc 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon.  Truman  Bauth, 
resigned. 

The  credentials  were  read,  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  adminielered  to  Mr. 
Gillettb,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
RAILROAD  IN  HISSISStPPI. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  been  waiting  for  several 
days  to  get  an  opportunity  to  introduce  a  little  bill 
which  is  interesting  and  very  important  to  a  por- 
tion of  my  constituenu,  if  to  nobody  else.  I  now 
aak  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  allow 
as  to  introduce,  at  this  time,  a  bill  further  to 


amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  tbs 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 
grant  preemption  rlghte,"  Stc,  approved  Septem* 
ber  4,  1841. 

Leave  was  granted;  and  by  unanimous  consent 
the  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  further  to  amend  the  sixteenth  see- 
tion  of  the  act  of  1841,  so  as  to  give  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  change  of  tfae  route  of  the  rail- 
road therein  mentioned,  authorited  by  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Stete  of  Mississippi,  en- 
titled "  An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts 
ilXsorporating  the  Southern  Railroad  Company," 
approved  the  4th  of  February,  1854;  and  that  the 
two  per  cent,  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
relinquished  by  the  act  of  Congresa  of  1841  to 
the  Stete  of  Mississippi,  may  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  on  the  route  adopted  by 
that  company,  under  said  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BROWN.  As  I  wish  to  have  this  bin 
passed  now,  I  ask  the  Senate  to  indulge  me  for  a 
moment  in  ezplaininglt.  It  aimp^  proposes  te 
change  the  route  of  a  railroad  so  as  to  avoid  a 
very  ntavy  grade— one  which  is  found,  upon  snr- 
vey,  to  be  impracticable,  but  which,  by  the  act  of 
Congrees  makiitg  the  grant  of  two  per  cent,  on 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  the  Slate  of 
Misaisaippi,  it  is  rsqnusd  to  pntaiis.  Tbe  State 
of  Mississippi  has  asked  for  this;  and  I  sappose 
no  one  slsa  is  interested  in  it.  Tkat  is  the  wbola 
bill,  though  it  has  a  very  potential  title. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  witbonl 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engnused  &t  a  thiid 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

ADJOURNMKKT  TO  MOlfDAT. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Oritnd,  That  wbea  the  Seaaie  a^Dsiss  lo-daj,  it  ke  w 
awel  00  Moodajp  aexl. 

RE8CDB  OP  UBVTKIIANT  STRAIN. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  have  been  unanimondy 
directed  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RetatioiM 
to  report  back  to  the  Senate  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  by  me  a  few  days  since, "  inaniftatiBC 
the  sense  of  Congress  towards  Commander  Ed- 
ward Marshall,  commanding  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Virago,  and  the  ofBoers  and  crew 
who  were  deteehed  by  his  order  for  the  relief  of 
the  surveying  party  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant J.  O.  Strain."  I  trust  that,  by  iheunani- 
mousconsent  of  the  Senate,  this  resolution  may 
now  be  considered  and  ^ased. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded, 
as  in  Committee  ^  the  Whole,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  joint  rceolulion. 

It  proposes  to  request  the  President  to  proctne 
gold  medals,  With  suiteble  devices,  one  lo  be  pre- 
sented to  Commander  Edward  Marshall,  com- 
manding the  Virago;  another  to  William  C.  For- 
syth, first  lieutenant;  one  to  Dr.  Wffliam  Ross; 
and  another  to  Paymaster  W.  H.  Hills,  as  a 
leelimonial  of  national  gratitude  for  their  generoas 
and  humane  conduct,  and  well-directed  efibrte  in 
extending  relief  to  the  surveying  party  of  Lien- 
tenant  Strain,  and  saving  thirteen  suffering  Amer- 
icans from  death. 

It  proposes,  also,  to  authorize  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  boatVi  crew  wtio 
were  engased  in  the  reeeue  of  the  surveying  party, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  as  evidence  of  las 
high  senss  entertained  by  Congress  of  their  gen«- 
ous  assistance. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Sensts 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  reed  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  two  petitions  of  cilizeqs 
of  the  Stete  of  New  York,  remonstrating  agaisft 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise;  wbklb 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  teble. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  resolutions  ado|rtsd 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Cortlandt  District  Theological 
Society,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  naid 
at  Cincinnatua,  New  York,  protesting  agflnst  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  «omMomise.  or  the  organi- 
xation  of  the  Territories  'of  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
without  a  prohibition  of  slavery  therein;  wkieb 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  teble. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  remonstrating  against  a  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise;  which  was  ordered  lo  lie  on 
the  teble. 
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Mr.  FOOT  preaented  documenta  in  lupport  of 
th*  eUum  of  Sarah  Movey ,  tale  the  wife  of  Jamea  ' 
MoTcy,  a  revoluiionary   aoldier,  to  a   pension; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
•iona. 

AI«o,  documenta  in  relation  to  the  claim  ofFran- 
eia  Hatinaek,  a  revolutionary  peoaioner,  loar^eara 
of  pcDaion;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
oo  Peneions. 

Mr.  RC8K  preernted  a  memorial  of  the  route 
ageata  of  the  Poat  Office  Department,  prayine  an 
inercaae  of  compeDsalion ;  which  waa  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Foal  Office  and  Poat  Roada. 

Mr.  NORRIS  praaaoted  a  memorial  of  the  oA- 
eers  of  the  penitentiary  of  the  Oiatriet  of  Colum- 
bia, prayin?  an  increaae  of  conipenaalion;  which 
waa  referred  U>  the  Committee  for  the  Diatricl  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARO.  I  deaire  to  preaent  thepetition 
of  J.  L.  Collina.  That  gentleman  called  on  me 
yeatarday  in  reference  to  hia  daim  on  Conercaa, 
emuMcted  with  the  dcciaiona  of  the  recant  board 
to  examine  the  Mexican  elaima.  It  waa  a  aabject 
npion  which  my  judgment,  aa  a  member  of  the 
•pedal  committee  on  that  matter,  waa  aaked.  The 
eotDmittea  decided  againat  the  claim ;  but  he  thinks 
he  haa  now  luch  documentary  teatimony  aa  will 
anabte  him  to  juatify  Congreaa  in  iniarfcnng  in  hia 
hah»lf.  I  know  nothing  of  the  eharar-tar  of  the 
intttidual,  but  i  feel  it  my  duty  to  praaent  the 
petition,  and  I  aak  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitlaaon  Claime. 

It  waa  Bo  referred. 
•  Mr.  WRIGHT  preaented  the  {Mtition  of  An- 
drew Bankia,  praying  an  azlanaion  of  hia  patent 
for  an  improvement  in  the  manofketure  of  hata; 
whieh  waa  referred  to  the  Commiwaa  on  Patanta 
and  the  Patest  Office. 

RCPORTS  FROM  STAlfDtNG  C0HMITTEK8. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Penaiona, 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  eommunicatmg  a  Hat  of  rejected 
•iiplieationa  for  pensions,  and  recommending  that. 
tMact  of  February  3, 1853,  "  to  continue  haR'  pay 
to  Mrtain  widowa  and  orphana,  be  amended," 
Mlh«itl«d  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  extend- 
ing tha  provieiona  of  the  act  of  Febmacy  3, 1853, 
to  widowa  of  officera,  non-oommiaaion«d  ctifBcera, 
Mwnan,  and  marines,  who  aerred  in  the  Navy  of 
Iha  Revolution;  whidi  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
•eeond  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  fix)m  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  thepetition  of  Margaret  Chandler,  mother 
of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  of  the  Army,  who  waa 
drowned  while  in  the  discharge  of  faia  duty,  pray- 
ing a  pension, aubmitted  an adverae  report;  which 
waa  ordered  to  be  printed.  ' 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dwiarr,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  for  the  relief 
~of  L.  E.  L.  A.  Lawson,  sole  enrviving  heiress  of 
0<tneral  Eleozar  Ripley,  dcceaaed,  suomitted  an 
adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be, 
prinlad. 

Mr.  BBNJAMtN,from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
TSta  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Pine  Grove  Academy  in  Lou- 
oSana,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

He  alao,  from  the  aame  committee,  to  whom 
ivaa  referred  a  bill  to  confirm  the  ehim  of  WilKam 
S.  Henderson,  and  the  heirs  of  Robert  Hender- 
■On,  to  five  hundred  acrea  of  land  in  the  Boatrop 
gnant,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  who  made  adverse 
reports  on  a  bill  to  autherize  T.  H.  McManua  to 
•litar,  by  preemptian,ccrtMn  knda  in  the  Oraens- 
Irarg  land  district,  Louisiana,  and  a  bill  for  the 
reKef  of  John  Boyd,  to  move  that  they  be  recom- 
aaitted  to  that  commiuee.  There  haa  been  an 
r,  for  which  i  waa  in  fault,  and  we  deaire  to 
air  that  error. 

The  motion  to  recommit  waa  agreed  to;  and  the 
aider  for  printing  the  adverae  reporta  in  theae 
caaea  waa  rescinded. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
'  meree,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  reaolution  of  the 
SMWte  directing  that  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at  Penaacola,  reported  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  building 
at  Pensacola,  in  the  State  of  Florida;  which  waa 
road,  and  paiaed  to  a  aecood  reading. 
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He  also,  from  the  aame  committee,  to  whom 
waa  referreil  a  petition  of  ahip-owners  and  others 
residing  in  Clinton  and  Westbrook,  in  Connecti- 
cut, praying  that  ihoac  towns  may  be  annexed  to 
the  collectiun  district  of  New  Haven,  reported  a 
bill  for  that  purpose;  which  waa  read, and  paaaed 
to  a  aecond  readme. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
waa  referred  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Florida, 
praying  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
ApptUachicola,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
furtber  consideration  thereof;  which  was  sgreed 
to. 

He  also,  "from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  reaolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  in  favor  of  changing  the  port  of 
entry  from  Point  Isabel  to  Brownsville,  and  sun- 
dry memorials  against  the  same,  submitted  an 
adverae  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

NEBRASKA  ANC  KANSAfl. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  bjll  to  organize  the  Territo- 
ries of  Nebraska  and  Kansas;  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Piarce  to 
the  flfkli  section,  to  atrike  out  the  worda: 

"  Ami  Ibote  wbo  shall  have  declared  oo  onlb  their  to- 
lention  to  twcome  ■ucti,  and  •ball  have  taken  an  oalli  to 
Mifiinrt  the  Canstiimioa  of  Ihe  United  Slalaa,  aad  the  pco- 
viMon«  of  this  act,** 

that  the  proviso  altall  read: 


"  Pmiitd,  That  Uie  ri«hi  of  mffrige,  and  of  boldiax 
office,  aboU  be  «2«reued  only  by  cuiaens  of  jibe  Uaiiea 
Buies." 

Mr.  BELL  resumed  the  speech  in  which  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  adjournment  yesterday, 
and  spoke  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  replied. 

Mr.  BELL  responded. 

The  debate  waa  continued  by  Meeara.  Clay- 
ton, Wadb,  Brown,  Bbnjamih,  Seward,  Cass, 
Maion,  MALLoar,  and  Batard. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered,  and, 
after  some  obeervations  (mm  Measre.  JoNaa  of 
Iowa,  Butler,  and  JoNts^f  Tenneasee,  at  aev- 
enteen  minutee  paat  ten  o'clock,  p.  m.,  were  taken ; 
and  resuked— yeaa  7,  naya  41;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Manra.  Bayard,  Bell,  Btodbead,  Brewa,  Clay- 
ton, Pearee,  and  Thoin|WOD  of  Kenlscky — i 

FiAyd— Mewra.  AUea,  Aiebtaoo,  Benjamin,  Botler, 
Rau,  ClMM,  Clay,  Dsirsoa,  Dodge  or  Wiaeomio,  Doof  laa, 
P»b,  PltspaMck,  Foot,  eillette,  Owia,  Hanler,  Jamai, 
Jobnton,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Jone*  of  TennetM*,  Mallory, 
MuoO,  Morten,  Norri*,  Pettil,  Pmll,  Rusk,  Bebaatiao, 
Seward,  SMelds,  BHdell,  Bluart,  Bumaer,  TliomMD  oTNew 
Jeney,  Tonmba,  Toucey,  Wade,  WaHier,  Waller,  Wil- 
hauif ,  and  Wright— 41. 

So  ihe  aroendroeot  waa  rejected. 

Debate  was  eentinasd  by  Msseis.  Chase, 
Brown,  Butler,  and  Weller. 

Tha  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER  next  addreaaed  the  Senate, and 
waa  followed  in  explanation  by  Mr.  Mason.  Mr. 
ToocBT  aleo  apoke.and  Mr^  Oouslas  roae  to  doee 
the  debau.    He  apoke  until  one  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  made  a  few  reroarka,  in  which 
be  aaid  ha  should  not  obey  the  instructions  of  the 
Whig  AboUtion  i,egislature  of  Connecticut,  aa  to 
the  vote  be  ahould  give  on  thia  bill,  for  which  he 
aaaiciMd  reaaona. 

The  vote  waa  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading;  and  resulted — yeaa  35,  naya  13;  as 
followa: 

YEAS — Meeirt.  Aicbiwn,  Bad(<r,  Beojaiala,  Bnd- 
bcad,  Brown,  BuUer,  Caaa,  Clay,  DewMHi,  Uooflu,  f  iia- 
patrick.  Owin,  Hunter,  Jntioioa,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Jortesof 
TenneMce,  Mallnry,  Mason,  Monon,  Nnrris,  Peare*.  P«l- 
til,  Pisit,  Ruak,  SrbuUan,  ahlelds, Slidell,  »inart,Tbamp 


son  of  Kentucky, Thomson  of  New  Jsney,  Tooaiba,  Tou 
ly,  Weller,  VVIIIisina,  and  Wright— 05. 
NAYS— Mes^ra.  Allen,  Bell,Cbaie,  Clayton,  Flih,  Fool, 


OWette,  Himlin,  James,  Seward,  Samner,  Wade,  aad 
Walker— 13. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  tiiae,Ri>dpaeaed, 
at  Ian  minulaa  paat  one  o'cloofct  a.  m. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned.' 

[The  above  debau  wili-be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dixt)  

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaioAT,  JMoy  36, 1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milborn. 

TRBASURT  REPORT  ON  BANKS. 

jCr.  STANTON,  of  Kentacky.    I  deaire  tp  in- 


troduce, from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  a  reao- 
lution, which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 
The  resolution  was  read,  aa  follows: 

Sssetsmi,  That  tUkeen  handred  copies  of  the  annual  n- 

Krt  of  lb''  Secretory  oftbeTrrwury  on  the  enndltlna  of  the 
nkanfthe  United  StAiei,  conimunicated  tothiiiHnutteon 
the  I  Itb  Instoot,  be  prinlad  for  lbs  use  of  Ibe  Treasury  Oe- 
pariment. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  move  the  adoption  of  the 
reaolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  done  by 
unanimoua  conaent,  aa  the  House  is  acting  under 
the  previous  question  upon  the  amendments  to  the 
deficiency  bill.  No  other  business  can  be  done, 
except  by  unanimoua  conaent,  while  that  matt^ 
is  ondisposed  of. 

Mr.SrTANTON.  I  hope  the  House  will  give 
its  ananimona  conaent  to  its  being  put  upon  its 
passege. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  does  the  Secretary  of 
th*  Treaaury  want  with  them  i 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  aupposs  he  wanu  them  for 
the  use  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  LETC  H  ER.  If  there  is  any  necessity  for 
having  that  number  of  extra  copies  printed,  I 
should  like  to  know  what  that  nsceasity  is? 

Mr.  DEAN.  Gentlemen  all  over  the  country 
are  aending  for  that  report.  It  ie  to  supply  that 
want  that  Uieae  copies  are  needed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The  House,  I  suppose, 
prints  enough  to  supply  that  demand.  It  prints 
some  fifteen  hundreti  copies,  I  believe. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made  by  the 
gentlemaii  from  Virginia,  and  the  reaolution  can- 
not now  be  put  iipon  its  paasage. 

Mr.  W ASHBURNE,  of  Illinoia.  I  move  that 
wheif  thia  Houae  adjourna,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next.     , 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneeeee.  On  that  motion  I 
call  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered,  only  six- 
teen members  seconding  the  demand. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  call  for  Ullen  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Vail  were  appointed;  and,  on  a  divieion,  the  tell- 
ers reported— eyes  fifteen;  not  a  sufficient  number. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not'ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  is  on  tha  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  over  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  ask  for  a  division  on  the  que*- 
tion. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  aak  tha  unanimous  conssnt  ef 
the  House  to  propose  a  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  queation  pending 
which  must  be  disposed  of  before  thegeDtlcman? 
resolution  can  bs  presented. 

The  qoesiion  was  then  taken  by  division;  and 
the  Speaker  announced  67  in  the  affirmative,  and 
39  in  (he  negative;  net  a  quorum. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinoia.  I  move  that 
there  bs  a  call  of  the  Houae. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the  motion 
to  adjoom  over. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Meesrs.  Cox  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  qnesilon  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed—«yee  80,  noes '38. 

So  the  House  agreed  that  when  it  adjourns  to- 
day, it  adjourn  to  ineet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  a 
resolution,  which  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  Introduce. 

The  resolution  waa  read  for  information,  as 
followa: 

RsTClesd,  Thai  lbs  several  stondini  eommltlees  of  Ibe 
Hnns^  taHVing  at  thi,  time  in  charge  hills  rebidng  lo  privole 
elaima  of  whaisorvrr  kind,  be  ollnwrd  In  report  Ihe  same 
rei^peclively,  by  Oling  tliem  with  the  Clerk,  wbo  will  place 
■hem  In  ibeir  order  upon  the  Calendar,  and  the  same  shall 
be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  buainesa. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
drew hia  objection.  We  have  our  deeks  full  ef 
bills  ready  to  report. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  willing  to  set  epait  a  time 
for  making  these  reports  in  a  Iwtimate  manner, 
but  I  am  n<xt  willing  that  they  should  be  mads  in 
this  wholesale  manner. 

Mr.  DRUM.  Thegfni1*man  will  observe  that 
this  is  only  for  those  reports  whieh  are  now  ready 
lo  be  made.  It  doea  not  propoae  to  change  any 
rtiiae. 
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Mr.  JONES.  Let  them  be  made  one  at  a.  lime. 
I  object. 

Mr.  LANCASTER.  I  ask  the  unanimoua 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  one  or  two  ter- 
ritorial bills  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  re- 
ferred. • 

There  was  no  objtclion,  and 

Mr.  LANCASTER  introduced  bills,  which 
were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles, 
08  follows,  and  referred  as  indicated: 

A  bill  lo  establish  ilie  office  of  surveyor  general 
in  the  Territory  of  Washington.  Referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  for  the  construction  of  military  roads  in 
the  Territory  of  Washington.  Referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories. 

THE  DEFICIENCT  BILL. 
The  SPEAKER   stated    the  business  first  in 
order  to  be  upon  concurring  with  the  Senate  in 
the  following  amendment  lo  the  deficiency  bill: 

Forpnjmfnlto  Jolin  Bozinan  Kerr,  in  adililion  to  hia 
saLlry  and  alloHanr.-«  .is  cliarpC  d'afraites  lo  Nirar««iia, 
Ih»  sninuMl  ol  liK  tipensps  on  llic  jourm^y  lo  Sail  .Salvador 
and  (.'uBlfiiiala,  and  nl  lii«  cipensen  al  Uio«cc.i|)iials  under 
hln  roniniiskjons  in  ibp  (Jovernmi'nls  of  those  llenutilks, 
togeilicr  Willi  ainll  i.uifita^  charge  d'atTairea  to  the  na- 
tional represenialion  ol  Central  America. 

TheSPEAKER.  TheCommitteeof  the  Whole 
on  ihe  state  of  the  Union  recommend  a  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  wish  to  know  if  the  question 
cannot  be  taken  directly  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment.'  It  seems  to  me  we  should  save  time 
by  adopting  such  a  course. 

The  SPE.A.KER.  The  question  will  be  put  in 
that  form,  if  iliere  be  no  objection.  * 

Mr.  JONES,  of   Tenneesee.     The   yeas  and 
nays  were  called  upon  that  amendment. 
The  SPEA  KER.    The  Chair  has  heard  nocall. 
Mr.  JONES.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  yester- 
day called  upon  every  amendment  which  was  not 
then  disfiosed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hardly  sees  how 
the  yeas  and  nays  could  be  called  upon  proposi- 
tions beforehand ;  but  if  that  was  the  understand- 
ing, he  will  BO  regard  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  there  is  any  misunderstanding 
upon  the.Bubjfct,  1  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  /  hope  the  yeas 
and  nays  will  be  ordered.  The  amendment  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  It  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 
I  ask  for  tellers  upon  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Clixgmak,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided  upon  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays;  and  the  tellers  reported  twenty-seven 
in  the  affirmative,  (more  than  one  fifth  of  those 
present.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.        • 
The  t)uestion  was  taken  upon  concurring;  and 
decided   in  ihe  affirmative— yeas  64,  nays  61;  as 
follows: 

yE.'VS—M.'siir*.  Willis  .Mien,  .^sho,  David  J.  Bailey, 
Thomas  II.  Uayly,  Ball,  Banki.,  Benlon,  Bococl<,  Chand 
',"','.,  *."""''  '-'""'  '-""om,  Curns, Thomas  Davis  Dcin, 
ue  Will,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Edmnndson,  Elheridgi-,  Flornict- 
Oamhie  Gip.-n.Haniillon,  Aaron  Harlan,  Hum,  Roland 
Jone»,  Kerr,  Knnx,  Knnz,  I.amh,  M.Nair.  May  Middle- 
•warlh,  Millwm,  .Morgan,  Orr,  Parker,  I'cckhani  Penning- 
ion,  Puryear,  Riddle.  Llavid  Ritchie,  Ruffin,  Russell,  Sanp 
Shower,  Germ  Smiih,  Frederick  P.  Slaninn,  Richard  II. 
Blanlon,  Aleiander  H.  Slephins.  Andrew  Siuarl,  John  L 
Taylor,  Nallmniel  G-  Taylor,  Thnrsion,  Upliain,  Vail,  Van 
•ant,  l\  alley,   Elhhu    B.    VVa!.liburne,  John.Wcnlworth, 

lappnn  W.iilworlh,  Wine,  and  Yalis 64. 

NAV8— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Bark-<diile,  Barry.  Bel- 
clicr,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Carulhers.  Chaslsin, 
Chnsman,  llark,  Cohb,  Culling,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson, 
uowdell,  Dunham,  Eauman,  Ellison,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Gid 
dings,  Grow,  Hemiricks,  Hill,  Iljliyer,  Houston,  Johiison, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jnnes,  J.  Glancv  Jones,  La- 
tham Letcher  Lindsley,  MeCulloeh,  Maurice,  .Majwell, 
Bmilh  Miller,  .Morrison,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver 
Peck,  Phelps,  Powell,  Prall,  Pringic,  Shaw,  Skellon,  Wil- 
liam Smilh,  VVilliam  R.  8m;th,  George  W.  t-mylh,  Snnd- 
grass,  biraitnn,  Siraub,  Tracy,  Trout,  Walsh,  Wells, 
Wheeler,  and  llendrick  B.Wnghl-61. 
So  the  amendment  was  agreed  lo. 
Tenth  amendment: 

..,'"?*?,  «'"'<■"•  »l^er  line  one  hundred  and  Bfty-ei.bl,  iiuerl 
Ine  lollowiiig;  -      ■    7 

For  completing  and  keeping  in  order  Ihe  grounda  souUi 
orihe  President's  House,  §9,770. 

TheSPEAKER.  TheCommiUee  of  the  Whole 
recommend  a  concurrence  in  theamendment,  with 
the  following  amendment  lo  theamendment: 

And  for  furnishing  an  nddilional  number  of  selleea  in 
me  Preaideni'i  and  Capitcl  grounds,  ^1,000. 


lay 


Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  noi  ordered. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
ado^)tion  of  theamendment. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment lo  the  amendment  was  adopted — ayes  7U, 
noes  56. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  oI^Asdukt  Dickins,  Esq.,  their  Sec-  j 
retary,  informing  the  House  ihal  the  Senate  had 
passed  a  bill  of  ihe  House  of  the  following  title:    | 

An  acl  (No.  236)  lo  organize  the  Terriiuries  of 
Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

Also,  thai  lliey  had  passed  bills  of  the  Senate 
of  the  lollowiiig  lilies: 

An  act  (No.  382)  further  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  ihe  public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption 
rights,"  approved  September  4,  1851. 

A  resolution  (No.  16)  manifesting  ihe  sense  of 
Congress  towards  commander  Edward  Marshall, 
commanding  her  BrilannicMajesty's  ship  Virago, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  who  were  detached T)y 
his  order  for  the  relief  of  the  surveying  party 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Strain.] 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  tenth  Senate 
amendment,  as  amended. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    1  demand  ihe  yeas 
and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  question  was   taken;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  83,  nays  59;  as  follows: 

YEAS—.Mes.'-rs.  Abcrcronibin,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen,  Thomas  II.  Bayly,  Bckhcr,  Bell,  Bociick,  Biiyce, 
Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Chandh  r,  Cljngnmn,  Curlia,  Cut 
ling,  DawMin,  Dean,  De  Will,  Dowdell,  Drum,  Dunbar, 
Lddy,  Kdmanda.Th.imas  I).  Elioi,  Ellison,  Everharl,  Flor- 
ence, Gamble,  Giddnigs,  Green.  Homillon,  Aaron  Hurlun, 
.Sampson  W.  Harris,  Ilouslon,  Huiil,J.  Glancy  Jones,  Ro- 
land Jones,  Kent,  Kuriz,  Lane,  Latham,  Macdonald,  Mc 


Dougnll,  .McNair,  Maxwell,  .May,  Umilli  .Miller,  Millson, 
Orr,  Peck,  Peckliain,  Pennijigion,  John  Perkins,  Phillips 
Prall,  Preston,  Richarilfun,  Hiddle,  David  Kllcliie,  Robbins, 
Seymour,  Shannon,  Shaw,  <;erril  dniiih,  .Samuel  A.  Srailh, 
William  Slnilh,  Willimn  H.  Sniilll.  George  W.  Smylh, 
Snodgra.'.s,  Frederick  P.  blanlon,  Richarrf  H.  Slanlon, 
Alexander  II.  Siephens,  John  L.  ravlor,riiurslon,  Uphani, 
Vail,  \  aiisani,  W.nlley,  Wells,  John  Wenlworlli,  Tapyni 
WennvorUl,  Wesll.rook.nnd  Hendnck  B.  Wrighl— Kl. 

NAVS— Messrs.  D.ividJ.  Bailey,  Ball,  Barksdale,  Barry, 
Carulhers,  Chaslain,  Clirisniaii,  Clark,  Cobb,  Coi,  Culluin, 
John  G.  Uavn,  Thomas  Davis,  Dunham,  Elheridge,  Flag 
ler,  Haven,  Hendricks,  Henii,  HiM,  Hillyer,  Johnson,  Dan- 
iel V.  Jones,  George  VV.  Jones,  Kiioi,  Lamb,  Leiclier,  Lilly, 
Lindlc),  Lindsley,  MoCullocli,  Maurice,  Middleswarlh, 
Morgan,  Morrison,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mor 
decai  Oliver,  Packer,  Parker,  Phelps,  Powell,  Pringle,  Pur- 
year, 'Ihonias  Rilchey,  Rutfln,  Russell,  Sapp,  .Siralion,  An 
drewtiluan,  Nallmniel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trout,  Wade, 
Klllhu  B.  Washburne,  Wheeler,  Daniel  U.  Wright,  and 
Yates— 59. 

So  the  Senate  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  Clerk  next  read  the  twenty-fourth  Senate 
amendment,  as  follows:  i 

For  the  Iransporlalion  of  Governor  Slcvens  and  his  parly,  ' 
and  for  eiploraiions  made  by  him  between  the  Mississippi 
river  and  the  Pacilic  ocean,  l94l),llOU, 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union  recommend  a  non-con- 
currence in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  1  made  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  yesterday, and,  with  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House,  I  now  withdraw  that  call. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  renew  the  call 
for  ihe  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  LATHAAl.  I  demand  tellers  on  tlie 
amendment. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  would  say  to  the 
House,  that  the  friends  of  the  amendment  are  will- 
ing that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  of  conference 
for  correction. 

The  question  wan  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  not  concurred  in. 

The  twenty-fifth  Senate  amendment  was  next 
reported  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

For  continuing  ihe  works  for  bringing  water  iato  the 
Clly  of  VVashingloii,  $500,000. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  the 
Avhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  recommend  a 
non-concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHEEi  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendntent 


was   non-concurred   in — yeas   47,  nays  100;  ai 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ahercromble,  Thomas  H.  Barliw 
Banks,  Barry,  Bell,  Breckinridge,  Chandler,  Cliiiginan, 
Culloni,  (;ullins,  JohnG.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  De  Will, 
Dunbar,  Eddy,  hdmiinds,  Edinundsun.  Thom.is  D.  Eliol, 
Florenio,  Grt-eii,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hillyer, 
Hum,  Keill.  .Macdonald,  May,  Moriisnn,  Packir,  Peck- 
ham,  John  Perkins,  Phillips,  Riddle,  Russell,  Sahin,  Wil- 
i  liamK.  Sniilh,  AleiHiider  H.  Slephens,  Johq  J.  Tavlor, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Cpham,  Vniisanl,  Walker,  Walley,  John 

Wenlworlli,  tappan  Wenlwonh,  and  Weslbrook 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  .Allen,  David 
J.  Bailey,  Barksdale.  Belcher,  Beiiion,  Boyee,  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Caskie,  Chaslain,  Chrisman,  Clark,  Cobb  Col- 
quill,  Coi,  Ciirlia,  Thomas  Davis,  Dowdell,  Dunham, 
Eastman,  Ellison,  English,  Ellieiidge,  Everharl,  Flagler 
Fullcr,Gainl)le.Giddings,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan' 
I  Haven,  Hill,  Ilouslon,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George 
I  W.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Knoi,  Kunz,  Lamb,  Lane, 
I  Laiham,  Leuhcr,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Lindsley,  McDomrall 
Maurice,  Maxwell,  Middlesivarih,  John  G.  .Miller,  .<noili 
Miller,  Millson,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver 
Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Peek,  Pcnningion,  Bi-h..n' 
Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Prall,  Pringb',  Puryear,  Rn  lunl 
son,  IJavid  Rilcliic,  Thomas  Riichey,  Sapp,  Sevinnur, 
Shannon.  Shaw,  Shower,  Skellon,  Gerril  Sinilh,  IViMiam 
Smilh,  George  W.  Smylh,  Sno<1grass,  Frederick  P.  Sun- 
Ion,  Richard  H.  Slanlon,  Sliallon,  .Siraub,  Nalhaniel  G. 
Tayhir,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Tronl.  Vail,  Wade,  Ellibu  B. 
Warhbiirne,  Wells,  Wheeler,  Witle,  Dauiei  U.  Wrigbl, 
llendrick  II.  Wright,  and  Vales— 100. 

So  the  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 
The   thirty-sixth  and    Ihirty-seventh    Senate 
amendments  were  nexi  read   by  the  Clerk,  aa 

follows: 

For  rent  of  paper  narernom  from  the  1st  of  January  to 
the  ;iOlli  of  JunCj  If5-1,  at  $250  per  annum,  SliJ.5. 

For  cartage  ol  priming  paper  from  waremoni  and  office 
of  the  Superiiitcndenl  of  Public  Prinnng  to  the  priming 
nfflees,  and  labor,  from  the  1st  January  to  Ihe  30lb  oPJune, 
1854,  at  .{550  per  annum,  $315. 

The  SPEA  KER.  The  Commiitee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stole  of  the  Union,  recommend  a  non-con- 
currence in  both  amendments. 

The  qutsiion  was  taken;  and  both  amend- 
ments were  non-concurred  in. 

Fortieth  amendment: 

For  completion  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac  river  at 
Little  Falls,  and  painling  Ihereof,  jJ75,000. 

The  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  reported  the  following  amendment  to 
the  amendment: 

i'rovirfed.  Thai  the  work  shall  be  done,  under  the  diree- 
tion  of  Uie  Secreuiry  of  the  Interior,  by  cumpeleni  civd 
engineers,  and  according  to  a  plan,  the  whole  ci>st  of  wbich, 
in  no  event,  exceeds  the  sum  now  appropriated. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  desire  permia- 
sion  to  correct  a  remark  I  made  yesterdoy,  in  re- 
lation to  the  responsibility  of  the  Government  for 
the  accident  that  occurred  at  this  bridge. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  object. 

Mr.  BARRY.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  will  be  allowed  to  make  the  sute- 
nieiit.  He  was  led  lo  do  unintentional  iiijusiice 
in  some  remarks  which  he  made,  and  he  desires 
to  correct  it.     It  will  take  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  TRACY.     1  object. 

The  question  rtow  being  on  agreeing  lo  the  for- 
tieth amendment  of  the  Senote,  as  amended, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  thereon. 

I      The  question  was  then  token;  and  there  were 

I  yeas  44,  noys  101;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
Ball,  Banks,  Bell,  Bocuck,  Bridges,  Chandler,  Chaslain, 
Cliiigman,  f;oh|uill,  Culling,  Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  De 
ttitt,  Dunbar,  Ednmnds.  Thomas  D.  Eliol,  Farley  Good- 
rich, Green,  Grey,  Hunt,  Lilly,  Maxwell,  Orr,  Pennington, 
Powell,  Preston,  Riddle,  Russell,  Sabin,  .Sevmour,  William 
Smilh,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Bichard  H. ' Slanlon,  Alel- 
!!!V'Vi  H- .l^'eP'"'"',  J"lin  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Vail, 
Walker,  Walley,  and  Yates-— 44. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Willw  Allen,  DaTid  J. 
.Bailey,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Boyee,  Brooks,  Camp- 
bell, CaruUlers,  Chnsman,  Clark ,  Cobb,  Cox,  Culloni,  John 
(..Davis,  Dean,  Disney,  Dowil.ll,  Dunham,  Eastman, 
Eddy,  John  M.  Elliott,  Elhson,  English,  Elheridge  Flag- 
ler, Florence,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Grow,  Aaron  Harlan.  Ha- 


ven, 

T.  Ji 


Hendricks,   Hill 


„,    ,  -  .  Hillyer,  Houston,  Johnson,  Daniel 

1.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Knox, 
Kuril,  Lamb,  Lane,  Laiham,  Leicher,  I.indlev,  Lindsley, 
McCulloch,  McNair,  Maurice,  May,  Miivall,  Middle- 
swarth,  John  G.  Miller,  Smilh  Miller,  .Vilisnn,  .Morgan, 
Morrison,  Niehols,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oli- 
ver, Parker,  Peck,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Pbelp., 
Pratt,  Pniigle,  Puryear,  Riclnirdson,  David  Ritchie,  Rob- 
bins,  Sapp,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Skellon,  Gerrit 
Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  George  W.  Smylh,  Slraub  An- 
drew Stuart,  John  J.  Tiiylor,  Nalhaniel  G.  Taylor,  Tncy, 
Proul,  Upham,  VansnnI,  Wade,  Walsh,  Elliliu  B.  Wash- 
burne.  Wells,  Wesibrook,  Wheeler,  Wine,  Daniel  B. 
Wright,  and  Hendnck  B.  Wright— 101. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
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The  forty-first  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 
♦  Page  foarteen,  line  three  hundre^nd  twenty-eight,  after 
the  wofd  "C»lfronil«"»trili«  out  "837,S0U,»  and  imert 
in  lieu  tbereor  "$«>,oaO;  and  tliat  $5,000  of  nid  sum  lie 
paid  to  Roliert  Oreeiibuw,  amiBtant  law  agent  to  Mid  board, 
for  aervicn  performed  during  ilie  abeencs  orihe  law  agent. " 

The  SPEAKER.  TheCommilteeof  the  Whole 
recommend  a  disagreement  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  1  made  a  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  this  amendment,  but  I  with- 
draw it,  and  ask  fos  tellsra. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered.  «a 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  forty-second  amendinentof  the  Senate  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

And  the  marahali  of  the  nortfaem  and  •ontbem  diatticti 
of  California  (hall  hare  the  aame  mileage  and  compenas- 
tion  for  serrinf  proceaaes  isauing  from  aaid  commlsaion  as 
■re  allowed  to  the  aberifla  for  eerviiig  ainiilar  proceaaca  by 
the  higher  couru  of  California ;  and  the  same  mileage  and 
per  diem  shall  be  made  to  wilnesses  as  are  allowed  to  wit- 
neases  by  the  State  of  California. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
recommend  a  non-concurrence  with  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  withdraw  the  demand 
I  made  yesterday  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  this 
amendment,  and  ask  for  tellers. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  renew  the  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  I  wish  to  see  who  will  vote  for 
this  partial  legislation. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  McDOUQALL.  1  withdraw  the  demand 
for  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment; 
and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  forty-firth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

Strike  ant  from  pages  Ibarteen  and  flfteen  lb«  fallowing : 

For  compensation  for  the  discharge  of  the  United  Suiea 
conaular  duties  at  Constantinople,  in  conformity  with  the 
set  of  Congress  approved  August  II,  1848,  S3,S94  50,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  paid,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Bute,  to  such  peraon  or  per- 
■oaa  aa  may  be  entitl  ed  to  the  same,  or  any  portiop  Uiereof. 

ThegPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
recommend  a  concurrence  with  this  amendinent. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  forty-ninth  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

6io.  S.  •4nil  t<  i<  fwrtktr  tHmttti,  Thai  the  compensa- 
tion oflbe  special  mail  agent  of  the  PnsI  OlSce  Department 
in  California  shall  lie  (5,000  per  annum ;  such  rale  to  take 
effect  in  virtue  of  Uiis  provision  from  July  1, 1853. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
recommend  a  disagreement  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  McDODGALL.  1  withdraw  the  demand 
I  made  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  this  amend- 
ment, and  ask  for  tellers. 

Mr.  HAMILTO{I.  I  renew  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cdttino  and 
Cox  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tsllers  re- 
ported— ayes  78,  noes  53.  ' 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
move  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  vote  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal;  and  I  ask  the  Speaker  to 
have  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  read  which 
•athorizes  that  to  be  done  by  a  vote  of  one  fifth  of 
the  members  present. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  for  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  just  taken;  and  on  that  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  ' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  moves  that  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  in  reference  to  spreading  on  the 
Journal  the  yeai  and  nays,  be  read.  The  Chair, 
in  the  mean  time,  and  in  advance,  decides  that  the 
gentleman  has  jpo  such  right. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
provision  referred  to  will  be  reail. 

Mr.  DRUM.    I  object. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  then  read  the  fol- 
lowing clause  of  the  Constitution: 

"  Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  Its  proceedings, 
■nd  from  ti  me  to  ti  me  publish  the  aame,  excepting  aoch  parts 
aa  may,  in  their  Judgment,  require  secrecy ;  and  the  yeas 
•nd  saya  of  tbe  roembera  m  either  House  on  any  question, 
shall,  SI  the  deaiie  Of  one  flAta  of  iboae  preaeal,  be  entenid 
on  tbe  Jooraal." 


Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  But  one  fifth  did  not 
desire  to  have  them  entered. 

Mr.  JONES.  1  say  the  refusal  at  that  time 
does  not  deprive  a  member  of  his  right. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  a 
refusal  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays  by  one  fifth 
does  deprive  a  member  Of  his  right  of  having 
them  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  appeal  from  that  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ORR.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  must  be  taken 
without  debate. 

Mr.  JONES.  1  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  appeal.  ,  .        _     . 

Mr.  WHEELER.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  priv- 
ilege.   1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  lost  taken. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  will  be  entered, 
but  it  cannot  be  acted  upon  until  the  question 
upon  the  pending  appeal  is  disposed  of.  The 
history  of  this  matter  la  this:  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  JoNca,]  and  refused  by  the  House.  The 
gentleman  repeats  that  demand,  and  says  that 
under  the  Constitution  he  has  the  right  to  spread 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  Journal. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  How  often  has  the  gentleman 
the  right  to  repeat  that  demand  i 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  has  not  con- 
suited  the  gentleman.    Upon  the  appeal  fro|n  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  the  yeas  and  nays  are  de- 
manded. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
Mr.  HAVEN.    Did  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Wreelek]  to  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  last  taken  i 
Mr.  WHEELER.    I  did  make  that  motion. 
Mr.  HAVEN.    Then  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from  New 
York  made  that  demand,  and  it  has  been  entered. 
Mr.  MoDOnOALL.    I  move  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  then  being  "  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee?" it  was  put;  and  ifecided  in  the  afiirmBtive. 
So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 
.The  SPEAKER.  The  eentleman  from  New 
York  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  upon  that  proposi- 
tion demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  gentle- 
man from  California  moves  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    Is  it  too  laU  to  inquire  if  th%. 
gentleman  from  New  Yoik  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive? ,     ,., 
Tb  e  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  presumes  he  did. 
Mr.  WHEELER.    I  did  so  vote  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  to  reconsider. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  pot;  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  81,  nays  74;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Maaan.  Aiken,  James  C.  Alien,  Willis  Allen, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Tliomu  H.  Bayly,  Uaiiks,  Barry,  Hell, 
Benton,  Bocock,  Breckinridge,  Brnuks,  CarutliKrs,  Ca^kie, 
Chandler,  Chastaiii,  Chriinian,  Clark,  Cnlquill,  Culling, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Disney,  Dunbam,  F^aiitinaii,  F.AAy,  Bd- 
mundson,  Jobo  M.  Eliot,  Parley,  Flnrvnce,  Fuller,  Gam- 
ble, Green,  Henn,  Houston,  Hum,  Johnson,  J.  Clancy 
Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Kuriz,  [.atliaiii,  i>iiuNIt>y.  Mc- 
Douinll,  McNair, May,  John  O.  Miller,  Sumli  Miller,  Nich- 
ols, Normii,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Peekham, 
Ptailllps,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preston,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Shan- 
non, Shaw,  Bhower,  Gerrit Bmitb,  Sawssi  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Willinin  R.  Sniidi,  Geoige  W.  Smylh,  Freder- 
ick P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanfon,  Aleinnder  H.  Ste- 
phens, Hesior  L.  Stevens,  Btraub.  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L. 
Taylor,  Vansant,  Walker,  Wesibiook,  Wine,  and  fien- 
drickB.Wiight-81. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Belcher,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Campbell, 
Cobb,  CiK,  Cullom  Cummlng,  Cunis,  John  O.  Davis, 
Thomas  Davis,  Drum,  Dunham,  Eilmands,  Thomas  D. 
Eliot,  Ellison,  EUieridge,  Everbart,  Flagler,  Giddings, 
Goodrich,  Omw,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Har- 
ris, Haven,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W. 
Jone«,  Knox,  Lamb,  Lane,  Letcher,  Lilly,  McCulloch, 
Maurice,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleawanh,  Mlllson,  Mor- 
gan, Morrison,  Andrew  Oliver,  Peck,  Pennington,  Bishop 
Perkins,  Phelps,  Pringle,  Puryear,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas 
RItchey,  Rabbins,  Russell,  Sahln,  Sapp,  Skeltoo,  Snod- 
irnss,  Stratlon,  Andrew  Btuart,  Nathaniel  O.  Taylor, 
Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  Upham,  Vail,  Wade^  Walley, 
Walsb,  Ellibu  n.  Washbume,  Wells,  Tappaa  Wmlwortb, 
Wheeler,  and  Daniel  D.  Wright— 74. 

So  th*  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  fifty -first  amendment  was  then  rMd,Mi 
ftfllows: 


Bao.  7.  JInd  ht  U  further  tuaettd,  That  the  portion  of  tbe 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  S6Ui  August,  1853,  entitled 
"An  actio  provide  for  executing  the  public  printing  and  es- 
tablishing the  prices  there9f,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which 
provides  "  that  when  any  documents  shall  t>e  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  entire  printing  of 
such  dncumeiiis  shall  be  done  by  the  printer  of  that  Rouse 
which  first  ordered  the  same,"  is  hereby  repealed ;  and 
when  there  are  different  printers  for  tbe  respective  Houses, 
each  shall  do  the  prinung  which  may  hereafter  be  ordered 
by  Ite  House  elecUiig  him  ;  and  so  much  of  the  printing  for 
the  Execuiivo  Deparunentsand  bureaus  of  the  Government 
aa  if  ordered  by  the  said  act  lo  be  done  by  the  public  printer, 
shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  printers  of  the  two 
Houses. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    Upon  that  amendment  I  coll 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative— yeas  33,  nays  102;  as  fol- 
lows: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Ashe,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bell, 
Bocock,  Brooks,  Carkie,  (Chandler,  Colquitt,  Cutting,  Dis- 
ney, Drum,  Dunbar,  Eastman,.  Eilmundson,  Grey,  Hill, 
Keill.Letcher,  Maurice,  Powell, Richardson, Riddle,  Bnod- 
grass,  Richard  li.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hesior 
L.  Stevens,  John  L.  Taylor,  Upham,  Wells,  Witte,  and 
Daniel  B.  Wright-33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  A  bercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  Willla 
Allen,  David  J.  Bailey,  Banks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Belcher, 
Benton,  Bridies,  Campbell,  Carnthers,  Chastain,  Clark, 
Cliiignian,  Cobb,  Cullom,  Cumming,  Curtis,  John  ».  Davis, 
Thomas  Davis,  Dean,  Dunham,  Eddy,  Edtnands,  Ellison, 
Etherldge,  Everhart,  Farley.  Flagler,  Florence,  Gixidrich, 
Green,  Grow,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haven,  Hen- 
dricks, Henn,  Hlllyer,  Houston,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.Jones, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glaiicy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Knox, 
Kurtz,  Lane,  Latham,  Lilly,  Lindsley,  McCulloch,  Mac- 
donald,  McNair,  Meacham,  Middleswarth,  John  G.  Miller, 
Smith  Miller,  Morgan,  Morrison,  Nichols,  Norton,  Olds, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Peck,  Pen- 
nington, Biahop  Peiklns,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Pralt,  PriD- 
gle,  Puryear,  David  Ritchie,  Rolibins,  Rufflii,  Snbin,  Sapp, 
Seymour,  Shaw,  Skeltnn,  Gerrii  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith, 
William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smylh,  Frederick  P.  Stan- 
ton, Stmtton,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.Taylor,  Thurs- 
ton, Tracy,  Trout,  Vail,  Vansant,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Westbrook,  and  Hendrick  B. 
Wright— 102. 
So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 
The  fifty-second  amendment,  in  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  recommended  a  non-con- 
currence, was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Bso.  9.  Jlf>dh*Ufiirthereniuttd,  That  so  moch  ofthe 
act  enUUed  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  tbe  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  (or  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1853,  and  for  other  purposes,"  sa 
provides  for  compensation  to  the  Spanish  consul  and  othera 
for  losses  occasioned  by  violence  at  New  Orleans  and  at 
Kay  Weal,  in  the  year  1851,  ahall  be  ao  consuued  as  to 
place  Michael  Papprenltza,  a  subject  of  Austria,  on  lbs 
footing  with  aubjeets  of  Spain. 


The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  fifty-third  amendment  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

Bso.  9.  JInd  htU  further  enacted.  Tliat  for  caatom-houaes 
and  marine  hospitals,  and  to  coinpieie  the  saiae,  the  follow- 
ing sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any 
monej^ln  Uie Treasury  liol  otherwise  appropriated,  namely : 

For  completing  the  cnatom  taooae  at  St.  Loala,  Miiaoorl, 

For  completing  the  cnstom  bouse  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 

^or  completing  Um  eustom-honae  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
tkAQ  nnn* 

For  pimpletlng  the  custom- house  at  Looiaville,  Ken- 
wcky, •40,000:  „  „  , 

For  compleUng  tbe  cnstom  house  at  Bangor,  Maine, 
•80,000;  _    ,.     „  w 

For  completing  the   cuatoro-honse  at  Bstb,  Maine, 

For  compledDg  the  cuatom-bouaeat  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware, •13,000  ;  .  _    _.j     „ 

For  purchasing  a  site  for  a  costom-houee  at  Providenee, 
Rhode  Island,  934,000;  .     . 

For  tbe  purchase  of  a  aew  site  for  the  onMom  boM«  in . 
San  Francisco,  9350,0001  and  the  Secreury  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  hereby  authorized,  If,  in  Us  Judgment,  the  puNic 
interest  will  thereby  be  promoted,  to  apply  this  appropria- 
tion, and  as  much  aa  may  bo  necessary  of  former  nnproprf- 
aUons,  for  tbe  erection  of  a  custom  house  on  the  land  M- 
aerved  t»T  said  purpose,  to  the  purchase  of  a  bailding  or 
buildings  for  a  custom  house  and  other  public  offices,  and 
the  said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  direcud  u> 
take  all  legal  proceedings  which  may  be  necessary  or  ad- 
visable to  malnuda  and  accurethe  poswsssioii  and  "1"™ 
the  United  Btttes  to  the  lot  heretofore  selected  for  the  aits 
of  a  custom  bouse;  »  ~..^».  .,  ss.i.. 

For  the  erection  of  a  cBslom-hooae  St  Portlaiitl,  Maine, 
Inclodingrooma  tor  the  United  State*  court,  and  for  a  poet 

"""'c^ropCthe  marine  boapltal  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

•To°^roplele  the  marine  hospiuil  at  St.  Loula,  Mlaaouii, 

*'Tr2inplet*  tbe  marine  hospital  at  Chicago,  Illlaote, 

**'j^omplett  the  marine  hospital  atLouisville,  Kentucky, 

•  T^mplete  the  marine  boaptial  at  Fadoosb,  KeatBCky, 
#5,000; 
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To  coopleis  Uw  Miiu  btxpilal  al  ETUurills,  lodiiuii, 
•2000; 

To  camplet*  the  marine  bnapllal  al  9an  Franeiaco,  Call- 
rornia,  a^iMO;  aiHi  to  eonatnict  a  marina  boapilal  at  Bar- 
linfioo,  lDwa,CIS,00O. 

Mr  PECK.  Upon  that  amendment  I  deBund 
tbeyea*  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nay*  were  ordered. 

The  question  wai  then  put;  and  decided  in  the 
ne|[;ativt — yeas  40,  nays  104;  as  follows: 

YZAB—Kam.  Bell,  Bemon,  Tboman  Davin,  De  Witt, 
Dimcy,  Doiibar,  EdiaaiuU,  Tbomaa  D.  Eliot,  ElliMin,  Et- 
erhan,  Faitoy,  Florence,  Giddion.  Goodrieli,  Oreen,  Aaiea 
Barlan,  Bean,  Hill,  Hani,  Jniiawn,  Laitaam,  Lindley, 
LIndalejr,  Maedonald,  Smith  Miller.  niilNpa,  PicMon,  Rid 
die,  Gefrit  Smith,  Frederick  p.  8lanlini,Bieliard  H.  Blan- 
ton,  Aleiander  B.  Slaiilien*,  Healor  L.  Suvena,  John  L. 
Taylor,  TburMon,  Upham,  Wade,  Walley,  John  Weol- 
w<mh.  and  Tanpan  WentwnrUi— 40. 

NAV8— Meawa.  Janea  C.  Allen,  WUIIa  Allen,  Aabe,  i 
David  J .  Bailey,  Banki,  Barkadale,  Barry,  Belctaer,  Bo-  j 
coek,  Boyce,  Sridgea,  Campbell,  Cbaaiain,  Chriaman, 
Clark,  CHngman,  Cabb,  Colqaiit,  Callom,  Cunia,  Cutting,  I 
John  O.  Bavit,  Damon,  Dean,  Dram,  Dimhaai,  Eaatman, 
Eddy,  Edmandaon,  Ethrridfe,  Fla(lcr,  Gamble,  Grow, 
Bamillon,  Bampaon  W.  Rarria,  Wiley  P.  Harria,  HaTcn, 
Bendrickn,  Uiilyer,  Houston,  Uaghea,  Daniel  T.  Jonea, 
Oeorge  W.  Jonca,  J  Olancy  Jonea,  Roland  Jnnea,  Keilt, 
Knu,  Lamb,  Lane,  Leicher,  Lilly,  MeCulloch,  McNilr, 
Maurice,  Maiwetl,  Hay,  Mayall,  Hiddleawartb,  Millaon, 
Mnrriaon,  Niehola,  Norton,  Olda,  Andrew  Oliver,  Orr, 
Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Pennington,  Biabop  Perk  ina,  John 
Perkina,  Phelpa,  Powell,  Prinjle,  Puryear,  Ricbardaon, 
David  Riiciiie,  Rotibine,  Rnffin,  Riuaell,  Sapp,  Seymour, 
Bbaw,  Sbower,  Bkellon,  William  Bmitb,  George  W. 
Bmyth,  Snodgraae,  BtranoD,  Siraub,  John  J.  Taylor,  Na- 
Ihaniel  O.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trost,  Vail,  Vaoaant,  Walah, 
Ellihn  B.  Waahburne,  Walla,  Weatbrook,  Wilts,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  and  Bendiick  B.  Wrigtal— IM. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  call 
of  (he  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  Chair,  and  said: 

I  belisve  this  is  a  tou  upon  the  custom-bouse 
amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Then  I  desire  a  separata  vote 
tipon  each  appropriation. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  questionable  whether 
an  amendment,  coming  to  the  House  as  a  whole, 
is  divisible.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  too  liUe 
to  make  the  request,  a  response  naviiig  been  made 
to  the  call  of  the  yeas  ana  nays. 

Mr.  PRATTi^nding  the  call,  gave  notice  titat 
be  had  paired  on  with  Mr.  Harbiiok,  of  Ohio, 
upon  several  questions,  of  which  this  was  one; 
and  that  otherwise  he  should  have  voted  in  the 
nentive. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  motion. 
I  move  to  rcoonsidsr  the  vote  joet  taken,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  latter  motion; 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  all  the  amendments  were  disposed  of. 

sbckktabt's  rbport  or  banks. 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  KenTueky.  I  nowoiTerthe 
tssoiiuioa  which  I  desired  to  otfer  this  morning. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

AcfOfMrf,  That  one  Ihnoaand  Ave  hundred  eilra  copies 
of  the  annoat  report  of  ilie  Seeteiary  of  the  Treaaaty  on 
the  condition  of  the  bankaorihe  United  Btatea,  comrou- 
aieatad  to  the  Honae  of  Repraaenuiivea  on  the  1  lih  in- 
assnt,  be  printed  for  the  nae  of  the  Treasury  Departmeat. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  to  put  the  resolution 
gpon  its  naseage. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could 
not  order  it  to  be  printed?  This  House  has  or- 
dered It  to  be.printed.  The  form  is  already  up, 
and  an  appropriation  is  made  every  year  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  printing  Itir  the  Executive  De- 
partment. I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  the  Sec- 
retary could  not  order  the  report  to  be  printed, 
without  coming  here  and  having  it  ordered  to  be 
done  by  the  House?  ' 

Mr.  STAN  fON.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury addressed  a  note  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Printing,  reiiuesling  that  this  document 
should  be  published  by  him  for  the  use  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  Superintendent  and 
the  Committee  on  Printing  thought  that  the  Su- 
perintendent himself  had  no  power  to  authorise  a 
document  of  this  kind  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
this  Department,  or  for  anjr  other  Department; 
hence  the  necessity  of  referring  the  matter  to  the 
House.  He  had  no  ri^ht  to  order  the  republica- 
tion of  a  document  which  has  been  ordered  to  be 
published  by  Congress.  If  he  had,  he  could  re- 
jHibliah  the  Prenteu^  Misgage,  or  tlie  Patent 


Office  report,  or  any  other  document  which  this 
House  has  previously  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  would  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  if  he  knows  whether  the  forms 
for  the  printing  of  this  document  have  been  dis- 
tributed or  not ;  or  whether  it  has  been  so  long 
since  wis  ordered  it  to  be  printed  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  again  for  its  composition  ? 

Mr.  STAINTON.    You  will  not  have  to  pay 
for  its  composition;  for  three  weeks  have  not  |l 
elapsMl  since  the  House  ordered  it  to  be  printed.   ' 
If  ordered  to  be  printed  to-day,  but  one  composi- 
tion will  have  k>  be  paid  for. 

Mr.  JONES.    Then  1  propose  to  modify  the 
resolution  by  inserting  a  proviso,  as  follows  : 
PmU4d,  That  it  ahall  aoi  eoat  Ibf  saeoad  compoailion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Thsre  is  no  necessity  for 
that,  because  the  law  now  prsvides  fof  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
particular  necessity  there  is  for  having  these  fifteen 
(lundred  copies  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury 
Department?  If  there  is  no  necessity  for  it,  and 
the  Treasury  Department  have  authority  to  print 
their  own  documents,  I  do  not  think  it  is  our  bus- 
iness to  supply  them.  What  do  they  want  them 
for? 

Mr.  ORR.    I  suppose  fbr  distribution. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  our  business  to  authorize  the  printing  of  these 
extra  numbers  for  that  purpose.  1  am  opposed 
to  it.  If  the  law  does  not  authorize  them  to  do  it 
at  the  Department,  let  it  not  be  done. 

I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to;  and  thereupon. 

At  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,.  the  Hoaa*  adjourned 
oatil  Monday  next,  at  twelve,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoHDAT.  JUsj  29, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  MiLsnax. 

The  Journal  ofThursday  was  read  aodapproved. 
KXECUTIVB  COMMDlflCATIOII. 

The  PRESIDENT  fro  tempm  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  9th  instant,  dirseting  him  to  famish  the  Sen- 
ate with  a  communication  from  H.  S.  Sanfnrd, 
late  charge  d'aflaires  at  Paris,  on  the  different  sys- 
'  terns  of  penal  codes  in  Europe;  and  also  a  report 
on  the  aaministrstion  changes  in  France  since  the 
revolution  of  1848;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  that 
one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  message  and 
docaments  be  printed,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  lempore  presented  the 
memorial  of  A.  S.  Robinson,  casbisr  of  the  bank 
of  the  State  of  Miseouri,  at  St.  Louis,  praying 
th^  payment  of  a  balance  due  to  that  bank  for 
advances  for  the  use  of  certain  companies  of  Mis- 
souri volunteers  called  into  service  during  the  late 
war  with  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  United  Staus,  professing  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion ,  pray  ing  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  secure 
to  American  citizens  of  every  creed,  their  civil 
and  rel^ious  rights  while  in  foreign  countries; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  BROWN  preeented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  De  Soto  county,  Mississippi,  praving  a  repeal 
or  suspension  of  ths  duty  on  railroatl  iron;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Wheatland,  Virginia,  pmving  a  re- 
duction of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  whien-  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
OrHBn,  praying  compensation  ror  the  services  of 
her  father,  Colonel  James  Williams,  and  the 
destruction  of  property  during  the  revftn^ionary 
-war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions.  • 


Mr.  FITZPATRICK  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  heirs  luid  l^al  reprcaenutives  of  William 
Turvin,  praying  permission  to  enter,  on  any  qf 
the  public  lands  ■ibject  to  privats^ntry,  a  qam- 
tity  of  land  equal  in  iralue  to  certain  landa  claimed 
by  them  under  a  Spanish  grant,  and  sold  asGhiv- 
ernment  lands;  wnir.h  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  rsbned  the  mcroorial  of 
John  Rawtolph  Clay,  Minister  of  the  United 
Slates  at  Peru,  on  the  sulnect  of  affisrdine  relief 
to  destitute  citizensof  the  United  States  ia  loreigii 
countries,  have  directed  me  lo  submit  a  report  on 
the  subject,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "  making  pro- 
visions for  the  relief  of  destitute  citizens  of  tbs 
United  Statea  in  foreign  countries." 

The  bill  was  read ,  and  passed  to  a  sseond  read- 
ing, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  G.  M.  Faroham, 
commercial  agent  of  the  United  Statea  at  Port 
Lewis  and  the  Mauritius,  have  directed  me  to 
make  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  payment  of  his  drafts.  I  desire  to  asy  to  ths 
Senate  that  these  reports  and  bills  were  prepared 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Evaa- 
BTT,]  who,  I  am  very  much  concerned  to  say,  has 
informed  me  that  in  consequence  of  the  condition 
of  his  health,  fean  he  cannot  resume  bis  place  in 
the  Senate.  He  was  instructed  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  to  report  a  bill  in  each  of 
these  cases,  and  I  have  taken  bis  place  by  request. 
I  must  take  occasion  to  express  my  own  sineerc 
regret  at  the  loss  of  that  very  distinguished  Sena- 
tor, and  I  am  sure  I  express  in  this  the  commoa 
sense  of  the  Senate — I  certainly  do  of  his  col- 
lesgues  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  was  read,  aird  paassd  to  a  sseond  read- 
inr,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Claims,  to  whom,  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Franeia  A.  Gibbons  and  F.  X.  Kelly,jpnyiBg 

fiayment  of  their  daim  fbr  the  erection  of  certain 
ight-houses  on  ths  Pacific  coast,  sulwDittcd  s 
ttfort  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADJOURKMENT  SINE  DIE. 

Mr.  OWIN  submitted  the  following  resolutioa 
for  eonsidsration,  which  he  said  he  would  call  up 
to-morrow: 

Itaaolaat,  (the  Honae  cawconing,)  That  tbe  PFeaMewof 
tba  Senale  ead  the  Speaker  of  tbe  Hoaae  of  Bepi  lausB. 
Uvea  adjmini  their  respeeUve  Hoaaea  tine  die  oa  HoaA^, 
Uie  3d  01  Jaly  neit,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

NEBRASKA  AND  KANSAS. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  deaira  to  say,  Mr.  President, 
that  if  I  had  been  preeenton  the  night  on  which 
the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  was  passed,  I 
should  havs  Toied  in  favor  of  its  passage.  I  did 
not  expect  that  a  final  Tote.would  be  taken  on  it 
then;  and  the  stats  of  my  health  would  not  have 
justified  me,  unless  I  had  deemed  it  indispensably 
necessary  to  remain  up  during  the  night,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  knowing  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  had  a  majority,  I  retired  from  the  Senate. 
If  I  had  been  pment,  I  should  have  voted  for  its 
passage. 

A  message  was  rscaived  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKbak,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  bill 
to  organize  the  Territories  of  Nsbraskaand  Kan- 
sas. 

The  PRESIDENT  proleatporethsranpeiiaigBed 
tbe  above  named  bilL 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire' to  seize  this  oppor- 
tunity to  make  an  explanation  in  justice  to  my 
two  friends  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Broohuo 
and  Mr.  Coopza.]  It  will  be  recollected  by  Ihe 
Senate  that  some  time  ago,  when  we  had  under 
consideration  the  bill  allowing  a  credit  for  a  limited 
period  for  the  payment  of  dutiet  on  railroad  iron 
imported  into  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  an 
application  made  that  the  bill  should  bepostoooed 
until  the  two  Senatora  from  Pennsylvania  Humid 
be  present,  I  made  jocosely  a  remark  to  the  cSiaet 
that  I  could  hardly  agree  to  tbe  application;  for  it 
might  be  equivalent  to  an  indefinite  postponement. 

ft  was  suggested  to  me  immediately  afterarards, 
and  I  saw  the  propriety  of  it,  that  the  remark 
was  ealevlcted  tn  b*  mwiBderateod.    I  at  once 
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requested  that  it  should  be  lefl  out  of  ths  olficml  re- 
port of  iba  proceedings;  but,  sir,  it  has  ^ot  into 
the  newspapers,  and  I  have  been  excessiTely  mor- 
tified to  see  that  it  has  been  quoted  over  and  over 
again  in  the  Pennsylvania  papers,  as  if  it  had  been 
intended  to  convey  some  serious  refleetioo  on  those 
gentlemen  as  being  causelessly  absent,  or  other- 
wise inattentive  to  the  public  business,  especially 
business  in  which  their Stateis  concerned.  I  have 
felt  mortified  that  a  joke  (a  poor  johe  it  was)  ut- 
tered by  me  at  the  time  without  any  ill  intention, 
should  have  been  used  for  a  purpose  so  far  from 
my  mind,  and  so  exceedingly  unjust  to  those  gen- 
tlemen. I  expressed  to  both  the  gentlemen  atao 
aarlymoment  my  exceeding  regret  for  my  indiscre- 
tion, and  I  have  been  looking  for  a  convenient  end 
f  roper  time  to  make  this  statement  in  the  Senate. 
t  was  very  far  from  my  thouehta  to  make  any 
reflection  on  the  gentlemen,  and!  am  very  far  fVom 
believing  that  either  of  them  is  ever  causelessly 
absent  from  the  performance  of  his  duties  here,  or 
negligent,orotherwiee  inattentive  to  them.  I  very 
sincerely  regret  that  1  ever  made  a  remark  capa- 
ble of  being  used  in  an  ill  sense  to  either  of  them. 
I  hope  my  honorable  friends  will  accept  this  state- 
ment as  the  best  reparation  in  my  power,  and  par- 
don me  for  the  remark  which  made  this  atatement 
necessary. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  Bn.L. 

The  Senate  resuiped  the  consideration  of  the 
House  bith  "  making  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
185&." 
~  Mr.  HUNTER.  The  bill  is  open  to  amend- 
ment. If  there  be  no  proposition  to  amend  the 
bill,  the  question  is  on  ordenogitto  be  read  a  third 
time.  ' 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  had  ait  aiMttdmcM  which 
I  designed  to  ofler.  It  weis  what  is  known  as  the 
Menomonee  claim.  Bui  I  am  informed  by  the 
chairmaa  of  the  committee,  that  he  hea  received 
information  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Afibirs,  that  a  treaty  has  lately  been  made  with  that 
tiibeof  Indiana,  in  wjuehstfmearraDgemcatof  this 
matter,  or  an  arrangement  of  it  to  seme  extent, 
hea  been  made.  Not  knowing  to  what  extent  the 
treaty  goes,  I  shall,  and  the  committee  will  also 
be,  unable  to  give  the  necessary  information  to  tbs 
Senate,  to  enableit  to  judge  how  far  it  eoaM  go, 
and  yet  not  do  injustice  einier  to  the  Qovemment 
or  to  the  Indians.  On  this  sccount,  I  shall,  for  the 
present,  and  upon  thie  bill,  withhold  the  amend- 
ment until  we  can  see  the  treaty. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  the  following  amend- 
nkrnt  to  propose  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
.Affairs,  aa  an  additional  section  to  the  bill: 

Sac,  — .  ^nd  tt  It  further  tnacttd,  That  Ibe  Seerenury 
oftlieTnterlnrbe  auihorized  and  required  to  Inveatigate 
the  elaliD  of  tb*  Broiherton  tribe  orltidlsnn  agalnn  fbe 
Called  8taie«,  and  report  Ibe  AkU  Io  Congivn  ■!  ii>  next 
Htalon,  or  eartler  Ifpraetleable,  ingptber  )rlib  a  SMtemeai 
of  raeh  amount  ai  may  be  found  JoiUy  due  to  said  In- 
dians. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

_Mr.  BROWN.  I  now  return  the  memorial  of 
this  tribe  of  Indians,  and  ask  that  the  ComQiittee 
on  Indian  Affairs  be  discharged  fVom  iu  further 
consideration,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate be  instructed  to  transmit  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  Sinee  the  last  disctusion 
of  this  bill  I  have  received  from  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  several  estimates;  and  I  have  some 
amendments  to  propose  in  conformity  with  them. 
The  first  ameDdment  from  the  Conuaittae  on  In- 
dian Affairs  is  to  insert: 

For  payment  of  A.  T.  Brewn  and  otben,  Chickasaw 
Iraden,  tot  ranwm  »r  aeorge  W.  and  Meredith  WilMn 
from  the  Cimanche  Indians,  and  to  reward  the  eervlcee  of 
penoni  engsfed  in  that  lervice,  — -  dollan. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  a  private  claim,  as  I 
understand  it.  .  There  is  Do  law  and  no  treaty  to' 
atithorize  it,  I  believe.  ' 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  It  is  recommended  by  the 
Department. 

Mr.  BR6WN.     It  ought  to  go  into  the  bill. 

Mr.  RUSK.    Certainly;  it  ought  by  all  means! 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  blsnk  in  the  amendment, 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    The  sum  of  |1,000  ii 


suggested  by  the  committee  as  appropriate  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  the  blank. 

The  blank  was  so  filled;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  am  also  instructed  by. 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  which  is  in  pursuance  of  the 
estimates: 

To  enable  Ihe  PrealrfenI  to  negotiate  a  Irealy  with  Ike 
Indians  la  Michigan,  ^10,000. 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  place  a  furid 
of  $1U,IX)0  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  to  enable 
him  to  treat  with  the  Chippewa  Indians,  in  Mich- 
igan, of  whom  there  are  some  seven  or  eight 
thousand.  We  have  a  treaty  with  them  which 
wHl  expire  in  two  years,  when  there  will  be  sud- 
denly tkrown  into  their  hands  about  a  quarter  of  ;i 
million  of  dollars.  It  is  very  desirable  that  that 
fund  shall  be  diverted  fVom  disposition  among 
them,  for  the  pnrpoaa  of  securing  them  a  permanent 
home.  For  this  purpoae  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  a  new  treaty  with  them. 

The  amendment  vn»  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  next  amendment 'of 
the  committee  is  to  insert: 

Far  aalary  of  Ave  Indian  sgenls  of  die  eeeond  ehue, 
aeconUag  to  exialiiig  law*,  at  tbe  late  or^,SM  per  annum, 
io  future,  49,S00. 

The  object  of  that  amendment  I  will  explain. 
By  the  act  of  I65I,  reorganizing  the  Indian  de- 
partment, there  were  two  claasss  of  Indian  agents 
allowed.  The  first  class  were  to  receive  a  salary 
of  |I,500,  and  the  second  class  |1,000.  Five  of 
the  six  agents  were  located  in  the  proposed  Terri- 
tories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  Inconsequence 
of  treaties  lauly  made  with  all  thoee  Indians,  the 
class  of  duties  imposed  on  those  agents,  as  I  am 
advised  by  the  department,  is  such  as  pertain  to 
the  dutiea  of  first  class  agancies.  It  is  proposed, 
thsrefore,  to  put  their  sabry  on  the  same  footing 
aa  their  duties. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SBBASTIAN.  I  have  one  other  amend- 
ment. The  last  day,  when  this  bill  was  under 
consideration,  we  rejeBted  a  proposition  to  give 
clerkts  to  the  supcrintsndents  of  Indian  affairs  in 
Washington  and  New  Mexico  Territories.  The 
committee  have  since  had  that  subject  under  con- 
sideration. The  result  of  their  deliberations  wiui 
that  they  were  unanimously  satisfied  that  there 
was  a  greet  necessity  for  allowing  clerks'  in  those 
two  particular  aupcrintendencies.  The  reason  of 
it  is  briefly  this:  Where  the  duties  of  superintend- 
ent and  Executive  are  united,  as  in  the  persons  at 
present  incumbents  of  the  office  of  Governor  in 
these  two  Territories,  it  is  obvious  to  every  man 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them,  of  themselves,  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  as  they  ought  to  be  done  without 
that  clerical  assistance  which  seems  to  be  denied 
by  existing  laws.  We  projMseto  allow  to  the  clerk 
in  Washington  Territory  |1, 800, and  in  New  Mex- 
ico j)l  ,000.  The  difierencc  in  the  salaries  ariaca 
out  of  the  difference  in  the  circumstances  io  each 
ease.  The  services  can  be  obtained  for  a  much 
less  amount  in  the  one  Territory  than  in  the  other, 
and  that  accounts  for  the  difference  between  the 
salaries  recommended. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 

froesed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The 
ill  was  read  a  third  time  end  passsd. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  its  title. woa 
amended  by  adaing  "  and  for  other  purpoese." 
DBPICIKKCT   BILL. 
A  message  waa  received  IVtnn  the  Hooaeof 
Rcpreaentatives  by  Mr.  McKxan,  its  Chief  Clerk. 

Mr.  PaaeinsiiT:  I  smdiieeted  leeoevey  to  Ibe  Senate, 
wiA  the  aelloa  of  lb*  Hoom  of  Brpreeentadvae  oa  Ihe 
amendmenta  aftbe  Seaale  ibeeeiS;  ibe  bill  of  the  ileese  lo 
•upply  dettcieaeise  in  ibe  appropnations  fee  the  eeiviee  of 
the  (Ileal  year,eadlnf  June  30,  laM. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  ask,  by  unanimous  consent) 
that  that  bill  be  taken:  up  for  ooneideration  jiow. 

There  being  no  otgeetion,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  eonanier  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  more  that  the  Senate  insist 
on  its  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  disagree  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Hotaee  to  the  ameedmenta  of  the  Senate,  and 
aak  for  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  AD4MS.    I  hof>e  net. 

Mr.  SL1  DELL.  I  hope  we  shall  not  insist  oo 
all  ouf  amendment*. 


Mr.  HUNTER.  We  had  better  have  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  at  once.  That  is  the  uauol 
course. 

The  PRESIDENT  put  the  question  on  Mr, 
HtTNTER'a  motion;  but  it  was  found  there  was  not 
a  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 

finia  will  allow  these  amendments  to  be  read.  I 
o  not  know  that  1  have  objection  to  inaisting  on 
any  of  them,  except  one.  There  is  one  amend 
ment,  about  which  I  said  somelliing  when  it  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  and  that  is 
respecting  the  public  printing.  1  think  the  Semite 
had  better  recede  from  them  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
is  a  quorum  preeent.  I  did  not  vote  when  the 
question  waa  ^p,  and  I  saw  a  number  of  othera 
who  did  not  vote  on  either  side.  I  would  suggest, 
therefore,  that  there  be  a  recount.  As  to  the 
mere  matter  of  insisting  or  non-insisting  upon 
every  particular  amendment,  I  suppose  no  gentle- 
man is  committed  to  that  by  the  proposed  motion. 
It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  'Virginia  is  entirely  proper. 
That  course  evidently  saves  time.  A  great  many 
of  these  amendmenta  will  be  conceded  at  once  by 
the  Senate  committee  of  coHTlerence.  As  ths 
course  su^ested  by  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  'Virginia  aavea  time,  and  as  it  has  been  the 
usual  practice  of  the  Senate,  I  hope  the  motion 
will  be  agreed  to.     I  ask  for  a  recount. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  only  reason  why  I  ob- 
jected to  a  committee  of  conference  is,  that  I, 
as  an  individual,  approve  of  every  amendment 
made  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  am 
willing  to  recede  from  every  amendment  made  by 
the  Senate  which  the  House  have  not  sgreed  to. 
If  a  majority  should  concur  with  me  in  opinion, 
as  the  antendmenta  are  read  they  can  be  disposed 
of,  and  there  will  be  no  neccaaity  for  any  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  If  I  understand  this  is  the  bill 
upon  which  we  put  the  appropriation  of  |500,000 
for  the  water-works  in  this  city,  and  the  House 
has  refused  to  concur  in  that  amendment, 

Mr.  GWIN.    And  varioaa  others. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  For  one,  then,  I  shall  not  vote 
to  insist  upon  our  amendmenta,  for  I  am  ^to  tteh 
against  that  amendment.  I  will  therefore  vote 
against  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  simply  refer  to  the 
past  practice  of  the  Senate.  We  have  found  that 
we  con  dispose  of  appropriation  bills  mere  readily 
and  more  conveniently  by  raising  committees  of 
conference  at  once  instead  of  attempting  to  debate 
each  particular  amendmeotintheSenate.  1  imagine 
the  points  of  difference  will  be  arranged  by  the 
committee  in  a  manner  which  will  probably  be 
satisfactory  here.  If  not,  the  Senate  can  reject 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  STUARr.  Doea  not  a  motion  to  recede 
from  that  amendment  lake  precedence  of  tiie  mo- 
tion of  Ihe  Senator  from  'Virginia? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Such  la  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr,  STUART,  Then  I  submit  the  motion 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  amendments 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  suggest 
the  propriety  of  reading  the  amendments  which 
have  been  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  and  then  a 
vote  can  be  taken  on  each  proposition  separately, 
if  neceaaary. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  the  courae  I  suggestsd 
at  firat. 

The  PRESIDENT,  If  there  be  no  objection 
that  course  will  be  pursded. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  object,  if  it  is  in  the  power 
of  one  member  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  It  is  unneesasary  to  read 
all  the  amendments. 

Mr,  WALKER.  Has  not  any  one  Senator  a' 
right  to  demand  that  they  be  nnii 

The  PRESIDENT.  Certainly,  any  Senator 
has  a  right  to  demand  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Then  I  eaU  for  the  reading 
of  the  amendments. 

The  Secretary  read  the  first  amendment  which 
the  House  had  aMsnded,  which  waa  the  fourth 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  House  agreed  to  thia  amendment,  which 
was  to  pay  Thomas  M.  Johnson  for  his  services 
as  marshal  at  the  port  of  Shanghai,  with  an  amend- 
ment reducing  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
from  11,798  91  to  $1,781  74. 
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Mr.  ADAMS.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  now  ino»e 
'that  the  Senate  concur  in  this  amendment  of  the 
House  to  our  fourth  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  all  the  amendments 
ought  to  be  read  before  we  take  the  question  on 
any  of  Ihem,  and  then  the  Senate  can  determine 
whether  to  pass  upon  all  together  or  separately. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment  is  with 
the  Senate  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  GWIN.  dan  any  one  Senator  force  the 
question  to  be  taken  on  a  particular  amendment? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Any  one  Senator  can  de- 
mand that  the  amendment  be  read.- 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  Senators  will  single  out 
Bach  as  they  wish  read.  It  will  take  an  hour  to 
go  through  all  of  them. 

Mr.  WALKER.    It  will  be  an  hour  well  spent. 

Mr.  GWIN.    1  think  not. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  informed 
that  it  will  take  but  a  short  time  to  read  theamend- 
ments.    The  Secretary  will  proceed. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  following  amend- 
ments with  amendments: 

No.  10,  which  was  to  insert  tha-foUowing: 

For  completinit  and  keeping  In  cider  the  ground*  aoulh 
of  ib«  Proldent**  Houn,  |i9,7?0. 

Theamendmenfkf  the  House  was  to  add: 

For  flirniihlng  an  additional  numlwrof  icon  nettees  Ibr 
the  PresfdaDt't  snd  Capitol  groundt,  $I,00O. 

No.  38,  which  was  to  insert  after  the  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  fbr  arrearages  incurred  in  run- 
ning the  boundary  line  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Mexico,  the  following: 

And  the  limiutions  impoMd  bjr  the  proviriona  contained 
in  the  act  of  15tli  May,  1850,  entitled  "  An  act  to  lUBply 
deflcicncinin  ihe appropriations  fOr  theMrviceof  the  flacal 
Tear  ending  the  30ili  of  June,  lts.W;"  and  the  act  of  3d 
Msich,  ISM,  entitled  "An  act  moliini  appropriaiiona  for 
Ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  eipeniei  of  Government  for  the 
year  ending  Ihe  30th  of  June,  1854,"  be,  and  the  aame  are 
hereby,  repeated. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  strike  it 
all  out,  and  insert: 

And  that  the  period  limited  for  Ihe  appointment  of  com- 
miaaioner,  surveyor,  and  chief  aalronnmer,  by  the  acl  of 
May,  iKO,  ahall  be,  and  Ihe  same  U  hereby,  extended  to 
the  30th  of  Jiuie,18SS. 

No.  39,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  engraving  mapa,  viewa,  aectiona,  and  aaluial  hialory 
of  the  aurT,-y  of  the  iMundary  between  the  United  State* 
and  Mexico,  $10,000 ;  to  be  expended  under  the  direcUon 
or  Ihe  Secreury  of  the  Interior. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  add: 

For  wood  cuts  purchased  by  the  Comminioner  of  Patenia 
for  illuitrating  the  mechanical  part  of  the  Patent  Office  re- 
port of  ISSS-M,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Repreaenuuivea, 
#1,500.     • 
No.  43,  which  was  to  insert: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be,  and  he  la  hereby, 
directed  to  examine  the  claima  preaented  by  certain  coun- 
tiea  of  the  late  Territory  of  Iowa  Ibr  expenses  of  the  United 
Biale*  disirici  court  which  were  paid  by  oaidcountiee  prior 
to  the  odmlasion  of  said  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  Bute ; 
and  if,  upon  sucli  examination,  he  is  satisfled  that,  prior  to 
said  time,  the  said  counties  have  paid  money  which,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instraetion*  of  the  First  Coonplroller  of 
Ihe  Treasury,  dated  December  19, 1843,  should  have  been 
paid  by  the  marshal  of  the  United  Sutes  for  said  Territory, 
be  is  directed  to  audit  and  allow  Uie  same. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  in  the  form 
of  a  substitute,  as  follows: 

That  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  eianiine  the  claims  presented  by  certain 
counties  of  the  late  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  expenses  of  Uie 
United  States  district  court,  which  were  paid  by  said  coun- 
ties prior  to  the  admission  of  said  Territory  into  the  Union 
as  a  State  ;  and  if,  upon  such  examination,  he  is  satisfied 
that,  prior  to  said  time,  the  said  counties  have  paid  money 
which,  In  accnrdonce  with  the  Insiruclinas  of  Ihe  Ffnt 
Comptroller  of  Ihe  Treasury,  dated  19ih  of  December,  1843, 
as  construed  in  the  report  of  said  First  Comptroller  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  dale  of  13tn  of  October, 
1853,  in  reference  to  said  subject,  should  have  been  paid  by 
Ihe  marshal  of  the  United  SMtes  for  sold  Territory,  he  is 
directed  to  audit  and  settle  the  some. 
No.  46,  which  was  to  insert: 

Sic.  3-  Jlnd  bt  U  further  marttd.  That  all  books,  papers, 
dneuroents,  and  records,  in  the  Deportment  of  the  Interior, 
may  be  copied  and  certified,  under  the  seal  of  that  Depart- 
ment, (which  is  hereby  recognized  a*  i«al,)  (o  Ihe  same 
manner  as  those  in  the  other  Executive  Departments  may 
now  by  law  be,  and  with  the  soine  force  sad  effect. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  add: 
And  in  all  caoea  where  a  seal  is  necessary  by  law  to  any 
commission,  process,  or  other  instrument,  provided  thr  by 
the  law  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  lawftal  to  affix  Ihe  proper 
seal  by  making  an  impression  Ibsrewitk  directly  on  the 
paper  to  which  the  seal  is  necessary ;  which  shall  be  «ui 
valid  as  if  made  upon  wax  or  other  substance. 
No.  50,  which  was  to  insert  as  follows: 
8x0.6.  .And  i<<(/ur<4<r<iuic(cd.  That  from  asd  sAar 
Ik*  passage  of  Ibis  ad,  Uwre  shall  be,  in  addilion  to  lbs 


clerks  authorized  by  the  third  section  of  the  acl  of  March 
3, 1853,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  Ibr  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Oovernmeni  for  the  year 
ending  the  SUih  of  June,  1854,"  In  the  office  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  three  clerks  of  class  four,  to  include  the 
cleric  now  authorized  to  take  charge  of  Ihe  redenipUon  of 
stocks;  and  In  the  office  Of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
five  clerks  of  class  two,  and  filteen  clerks  of  class  Uiree  ; 
and  said  clerks  shall  be  paid,  accotding  to  Ihe  provisions  of 
said  section,  out  of  any  money  in  Ihe  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

The  amendmenu  of  the  House  were  to  strike 
out 

—to  include  the  clerk  now  snthorlxed  to  take  charge  of 
the  redemption  of  eioeks, 

-^-to  insert  after  the  words  "  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury," 

— "  in  Ilea  of  Ihe  tempoiary  clerk*  now  employed  therein," 
—and  to  insert  after  the  word  " section"  the 
words 

— "  until  the  30ib  of  June,  1864." 

The  House  non-concurred  in  the  foUowiog. 

No.  11,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  iron  flagging  in  front  of  the  old  portion  of  Ihe  Patent 
Office  Building,  and  sIMring  windows  and  pflrala  Mair- 
wny,  95,730. 

No.  12,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  sliering  streets  and  repaving  in  ttont  of  Ihe  east  wing 
of  the  Patent  Office  Building,  icon  railing  and  flagging,  aad 
painting  new  saloon,  $14,350, 

No.  14,  which  was  to  insert: 

Fur  completing  the  improvemeat  of  PeansylnalaavcBM 
from  BeventeenUi  to  Twenty-sixth  street  west,  $9,000 1 
JfVrici'dni,  That  all  appropriations  herein  made  Ibr  repairs 
and  improvement!  or  the  public  buildings  or  grounds  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  k*  expended  under  ths 
direcUon  of  the  Secretory  of  Ihe  Interior. 

Ho.  SO,  which  was  lo  insert: 

For  the  actual  and  necessary  expenses  Inearred  by  the 
provisional  government  of  Oregon,  in  defending  Ihe  people 
i>(  said  Territory  from  the  attacks  and  hostilities  of  the 
Cayuse  Indians,  in  the  years  1847  and  1848,  and  for  sneh 
allowances  for  the  eiiieaae  of  adjn'ling  the  claim*  on  that 
account  as  Ihe  Secretary  of  ibeTreaniry  may  deem  proper. 
$7S,U00.  But  til*  *aid  claims  and  accounts  shall  be  settled 
and  adjusted,  at  such  place,  and  in  each  roaniier,  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  may  pretcribe:  and  no  claims 
shall  hetsaiker  b*  allowed  on  accoant  of  IM*  war  which 
are  not  preeeifted  within  th*  next  fieeal  year. 

No.  84.  which  was  to  insert: 

For  the  Iransponalion  of  Qovemor  Steven*  and  his  pony, 
and  for  exploration*  made  by  him  between  the  Miseiaaippl 
river  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  $40,000. 

No.  25,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  continuing  the  works  for  bringing  wsiar  into  the  dly 
of  Washington,  $500,000. 

No.  26,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  the  payment  of  Richard  B.  Weigbtman,  for  mileage 
and  per  diem  compensation  as  an  agent  claiming  lb  be  a 
Senator  elect  from  New  Mexico,  $9,464. 

No.  36,  which  was  to  insert: 
For  rem  of  paper  wareroom  from  the  1st  of  January  to 
30lh  of  June,  1854,  at  $350  per  annum,  $125. 

No.  37,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  cartage  of  printing  paper  from  warereom  and  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  to  the  printing 
offices,  and  labor,  from  the  1st  of  Janaary  10  the  3001  or 
June,  1854,  at  $550  per  annum,  $935. 

No.  40,  which  was  to  insert: 

For  the  completion  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac  river 
at  Little  Falls,  and  painting  thereof  agreeably  lo  the  plan 
adopted  under  the  direcHou  nf  Uie  PteeMent  of  the  United 

BUUM,  $75,000. 

Nos.  41  and  42,  which  were  to  amsnd  the  clause 
For  salaries  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  commission 

appointed  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1851,  for  aetUing  lead 

claims  in  California,  $37,600, 

—by  striking  out  $37,500  and  inserting  $43,500, 
and  by  adding: 

And  that  $5,000  of  said  *am  be  paid  to  Robert  Green- 
how,  a**lsunt  law  agent  to  said  board,  for  •ereice*  per- 
formed during  Ihe  absence  of  the  law  agent ;  and  Uie  mar- 
shals of  the  northern  and  southi-rn  districts  of  California 
shall  have  Ihe  Mime  mileage  and  compen*aiion  for  aervlag 
processes  issuing  from  said  eommlssioo  as  sr*  aUowed  to 
Ihe  staerMk  for  serving  siinUar  proee**e*  by  Uie  higher 
court*  of  California ;  and  th*  aame  mileage  and  per  diem 
shall  be  made  lo  witneaee*  a*  are  allowed  to  witnesses  by 
the  Stale  of  California. 

No.  48^  which  was  to  add: 

8«o.  4.  wgiid»e«/iir<*er«iiarf«d.  That  before  any  pay- 
ment shall  horeelte'r  be  made  lo  any  invalid  pensioner 
whose  name  shall  have  been  upon  the  pension  Ifsl  two 
years,  he  shall  produce  to  Ihe  agents  (or  paying  pensions,  to 
whom  he  shall  apply  for  payment,  the  affidavit  of  two  sur- 
geon* or  phy*icia**,  •ati*raclory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
teiier,  Mating,  from  personal  examination,  Ihe  continuance 
of  Ihe  disability,  describing  it,  for  which  the  pension  was 
oriainally  granted,  and  thi^  rale  of  snch  disability  at  the 
lime  of  making  such  affidavit,  blank  forms  of  which  shall 
he  famished  by  die  Comibisaioo«r  of  Penslonaio  agent*  for 
paying  peneioo*,  for  Ihe  ■**  of  peneioner* ;  and  If  In  *ald 
affidavit  Uie  dieability  *ball  bs  (Uled  at  a  iota  below  thai 


for  which  the  pension  was  originally  granted,  he  shall  oaly 
be  paid  at  the  rote  etaud  In  aald  affidavit.  Said  affidavit 
shall  be  filed  by  eald  agent*,  and  carelBlly  preeerved,  asd 
copies  thereof  *hail  be  IranMnitled,  with  th*  **mi -annual 
returns  of  said  agenu,  to  the  Commissioner  of  PeiwiODS, 
who  shall  file  them  with  Ihe  origiiial  paper*  of  said  pe»- 
sioner,  respectively :  Prorlded,  That  when  Ihe  peasioa 
shall  have  been  originally  granted  by  a  epectal  act  of  Coa- 
gre**,  or  for  a  total  di«ability  lor  Ihe  to**  of  a  limb  or  other 
cau*e,  whicn  cannot  be  removed,  eiUier  In  whole  or  ia 
pan,  the  above  affidavit  (ball  >bl  be  required. 

No.  51,  which  wm  to  add: 

Sac.  7.  ^iid  *e  « /Mter  maded.  That  the  pottfoa  at 
the  •eventh  lecUon  of  the  act  of  Uie  9gUi  of  AugiMt,  1859, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  executing  the  public  print- 
ing and  establishing  the  price*  thereof,  and  for  other  par- 
poses,"  which  provide*  "  that  whnn  any  docanaeni*  aliall 
be  ordered  m  be  printed  by  both  Hoaee*  of  (Wangle**,  Itaa 
entire  printing  of  meh  docnneai*  *ball  be  done  by  ths 

K rimer  of  that  Hoa*e  which  Ant  ordered  the  *ame,"  I* 
ereby  repealed ;  and  when  diere  ore  different  printens  Ibr 
Uie  re>pecUve  Houses,  each  shall  do  die  priniiiig  wtiieh 
may  hereafter  be  ordered  by  the  Hoose  eleellng  hisa ;  aad 
*o  much  of  die  prindng  for  die  ExecnUve  DepartnientsaBd 
bureaus  of  the  Oovernmeni  a*  I*  ordered  by  the  eaid  act  to 
be  done  by  the  public  piinler,  eball  be  equaNy  diTidad  be- 
tween die  piiBlei*  of  the  two  Hoose*. 

No.  52,  which  was  to  odd: 

6zc.  8.  Jlnd  bt  U  Jmlktt  etvtttti.  That  so  mncb  of  lb* 
aclanUded  "An  ad  making  appropriation*  for  the  civil 
sad  diplomatic  expense*  of  Ihe  Government  for  the  year 
ending  the  3Udi  of  June,  1853,  and  for  other  parpoec*,"  s* 
provide*  for  coinpeneaUon  to  Ihe  8pani*h  Von*al  aad 
others  for  losses  occasioned  by  violence  at  New  Odeane, 
aad  at  Key  West,  in  lb*  year  1651,  shall  bs  so  eoMKrasd  a* 
lo  place  Michael  Papprenitza,  a  suliiectuf  Austria,  oa  Um 
aame  I'oodng  with  the  eubjecl*  oTSpsin. 

No.  53,  which  was  to  add: 

Sao.  9.  ./tnd  it  itfitrlker  enacted,  That,  for  custom- 
house* and  marine  hospitals,  and  lo  complete  the  same,  the 
following  ounM  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated  oat 
of  any  money  la  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropeiued, 
namely  : 

ForcompleUngthe  eostombonae  at  St.  Loais,  M1*kbi1 
$100,000 ; 

For  eompledm  the  euMom-hog**  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 
$65,000;  ' 

For  completing  Um  ca*Mm-hos*e  at  Cnidanad,  Obis, 
$40,000; 

For  completing  lbs  cu*tom-hou*e  at  Looievltle,  Kea- 
tocky,  $40,000, 

For  coDpleang  the  castoai-haiue  at  Bangor,  Maiae, 
$90,000; 

For  completing  Ihe  oustom-bouee  at  Bath,  Maine, 
$90,000; 

For  eompledng  the  enetofa-hoine  at  WilraingUa,  Dfia- 
ware,  $19,000: 

For  purcbaeing  a  dl*  for  a  cu*tom-lioa*e  at  Provideaes, 
Rhode  Island,  $94,000 ; 

For  Ihe  purchase  nf  a  new  *ite  for  the  eonom-lioae  a 
Sea  Franci*eo,  9990,000 ;  and  the  Secretary  of  ilie  Trea*- 
ury^i*  beieby  aulbonied,  if,  in  hi*  Jadgmeai.  die  pabKe 
intereet  will  thereby  be  promoted,  to  apply  dii*  apprapii- 
ation,  and  sa  much  a*  msy  be  nere*>ary  of  forniar  apare- 
priation*,  for  Ihe  ertielion  of  *  cuitomhoose  on  the  load 
reserved  for  said  purposb,  to  Ihe  purchase  of  a  buiMiBtis 
buildiags  for  a  custxm-hease  and  odier  public  nISees;  snd 
Ihe  said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  diroeied  to  take 
all  legal  proceedings  which  may  be  necessary  or  advisaUe 
In  maintain  and  secure  the  possession  and  title  of  the  United 
States  to  lb*  lot  beiclofore  selected  for  die  *ite  ofa  cuenm- 
bou*e; 

For  the  erection  of  a  enitom  bou*e  at  Portland,  Males, 
including  room*  for  the  United  Slate*  eoart,  and  foe  a  past 
office,  $3oo,000; 

To  complete  the  mariae  hoepilal  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
$95,000;  « 

To  complete  the  marine  hoepilal  at  St.  Lool*,  Hitaoaii, 
$10,000 ; 

To  complete  die  marine  hoepital  at  Chicago,  IlifaMii*, 
$8,000; 

To  complete  die  marine  bospttal  at  Louieville,  Kentoeky, 
$19,500; 

To  compleu  die  moila*  bospitsl  at  Padncah,  Keatacky, 
$5,000; 

To  complete  the  marine  bospitsl  at  EvansvUle,  Indisaa, 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  Saa  Fiandseo,  OaH- 
fomla,  $44,900 ;  and  to  constmct  a  marine  hoepilal  at  Bar- 
lington,  Iowa,  $15,000. 

Amend  the  dUe  by  adding  at  die  sad  thereoF-aad  he 
other  parpo***. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  will  movetfaat 
the  Senate  concur  in  the  action  of  the  House  on 
our  amendment  appropriating  $500,000  for  the 
water-works  in  this  city. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  motion  wfll  be 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  we  intend  to  insist  n^a 
anything,  the  usual  course  is  to  insist  upon  aO, 
aiid  arrange  the  whole  by  a  compromise,  through 
a  committee  of  conference.  If  we. do  not  intend 
to  insist  upon  anything,  but  concur  in  the  action 
of  the  House,  thst  motion  might  perhaps  be 

gropsr  enough.  But,  sir,  I  would  suggest  to  tfce 
enator  from  Indiana,  that  while  aomeof  us  would 
be  Killing  to  give  up  the  water- works  if  edier 
things  were  also  given  up,  Wf  might  not  be  willing 
to  give  up  that  appropriation  if  other  thin^ 
should  be  inaisted  upon.    I,  for  one,  am  not  di»- 
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poaed  to  inaiit  upon  the  aroendmenta  in  relation 
to  the  water-works  and  the  custom-houBea.  1  am 
willing  to  get  rid  of  them  all;  but  I  am  notdia- 
posed  to  act  upon  them  separately.  I  think  the 
matter  had  better  b«  arranged  through  a  com- 
mitlee  of  conference,  so  that  we  may  have  a  gen- 
eral Tiew  of  all  the  amendments.  1  suggest  that 
to  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  • 

■  Mr.  PETTIT.  I  suppose  after  the  bill  goes  to 
a  committee  of  conference,  and  they  agree  upon 
their  recommendation,  the  two  Houses  will  almost 
lake  their  report  and  adopt  it;  and  if  this  should 
com*  back,  the  House  committee  receding  from 
their  non-concurrence  in  the  amendment,  we  shoald 
almoM  feel  bound  to  take  that  amendment.  I 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  that.  I  believe,  in- 
deed, I  would  rather,  under  existing  circumstances, 
and  just  at  this  time  particularly — I  need  not  name 
why — lose  the  bill  than  pass  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  course  of  the  Senate  has 
certainly  been,  so  far  as  1  know,  when  the  two 
Houses  differ  upon  a  proposition,  to  hare  a  com- 
mittee of  conference.  This  appropriation  was 
made  by  the  Senate.  The  House  has  rejected  it. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Senate  voted  the  ap- 
propriation for  reasons  which  will  induce  them  to 
adhere  to  it,  unless  thejr  find  it  may  be  a  matter  of 
expediency  and  propriety  upon  their  part  to  ad- 
just tbem  by  the  course  which  is  usual,  namely: 
through  a  committee  of  conference.  That  com- 
mittee of  conference  between  the  two  Houses, 
we  know  very  well,  represent,  as  far  as  they  un- 
derstand it,  the  disposition  of  the  two  Houses  to 
.  aeqg^modate  the  difference,  by  yielding  certain 
amendments,  and  insisting  on  others;  and  they 
recommend  accordingly.  Whatever  report  they 
raAT  agree  upon,  ma^  be  adopted  by  the  resfective 
bomea;  but  it  is  not  incumbent  upon  them. 

lo  rrference  to  this  appropriation  for  the  water- 
wosks,  I  was  one  of  those  who  thought  that  econ- 
omy in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  would 
be  subserved  by  making  the  appropription  now. 
Other  gentlemen  thought  differently.  1  presumeit 
will  be  found,  if  the  House  makes  really  a  point 
about  it,  the  committee  will  recommend  receding 
from  it,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  it  on  some  other 
ai^Mtipriation  bill.  If  we  take  up  the  amendments 
ooe  by  one,  and  take  some  and  disregard  others, 
in  the  way  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
1  tbmk  it  will  not  be  expediting  the  great  object 
of  brmging  the  bi/1  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  V^TIT.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  win  withdraw  the  motion.  It  will  be  still  in  our 
hands  to  reject  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
eonferenea. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  If  it  be  in  order,  1  move  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  ail  the  amendnients  to 
which  the  House  has  disagreed,  so  as  to  get  a 
general  vote. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail.  We  have  commenced  the  construction 
of  these  water-works,  and  it  will  be  unjust  to  onr- 
■elves  to  stop  them.  It  will,  undoubtedly,  be  a 
■aving  of  the  public  money  to  make  the  appropri- 
ation now.  I  cannot  see  why  we  should  hesi- 
tate. I  took  occasion ,  on  Saturday,  to  view  the 
worit;  to  see  its  magnitude  and  its  character;  and 
the  work  which  has  been  done  would  be  a  mere 
monument  if  we  stop  now — to  say  the  least  of  it — 
of  the  indiscretion  of  this  body.  Why,  sir,  look 
•t  it.  An  American  who  feels  pride  in  the  char- 
acter of  his  country  would  be  greatly  gratified  to 
Me  this  work  accomplished.  As  it  has  gone  so 
fiur,  I  do  not  think,  if  this  body  would  visitltthat  it 
would  hesitate  to  carry  it  on.  When  we  consider 
the  amount  of  property  belonging  to  the  Union; 
when  we  conaiaer,  Mr.  President,  the  structures 
which  we  have  already  erected  in  this  city,  and 
thoMS  which  are  now  going  on,  and  the  neces- 
mtjp-of  water  fo;- their  protection,  as  well  as  for 
tha  Wnvenience  and  comfort  of  those  who  carry 
an  the  machinery  of  the  Government,  I  cannot, 
fhrme,  consent  by  any  act  of  mine,  to  suspend 
tUi  great  work.  If  we  stop  to-day ,~  what  are  we 
to  4»i  The  brick  work,  and  all  kinds  of  masonry, 
wfQde  subject  to  inundation  and  to  destructidn; 
■ad!  if  we  ever  undertake  hereafter  lo  carry  the 
tMrit  through,  the  appropriation  which  has  al- 
TCwIir  been  made  will  have  been  in  vain,  and  the 
txpnat  will  be  mui^  increased.  If  the  appro- 
prnuion  proposed  be  too  high,  cut  it  down  to 
^350,000,  or  any  other  amount  which  mity  be 
thought  proper  lo  carry  the  work  forward.  Why, 
'we  might  as  well  stop  the  erection  of  the  two 


wings  of  our  Capitol,  and  leave  all  that  has  been 
done  togo  to  ruin.  We  must  have  water  in  the 
city.  We  all  know  it,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
patriot,  while  our  Treasury  is  full,  to  ornament 
this  city,  to  give  it  all  the  interest  we  can  in  the 
feelings  of  every  one  throughout  the  country,  and 
make  them  proud  of  their  national  capital.  By 
doing  that,  sir,  we  are  strengthening  the  ligaments 
that  bind  the  whole  together.  I  fear  that  the  in- 
timation now  is,  that  there  is  no  telling  how  long 
the  seat  of  Government  will  be  here;  whether  it 
will  not  be.  changed,  or  whether  other  circum- 
stances will  not  render  it  necessary  to  remove  it. 
That  is  an  idea  which,  I  am  sure,  ought  not  to 
be  indulged  by  any  patriot  for  a  moment.  Then, 
the  country  asks,  why  stop  the  internal  improve- 
ments at  this  period ,  while  our  Treasury  is  full? 
The  character  of  the  nation,  the  security  of  the 
public  property,  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the 
city,  and  the  health  of  the  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  of  ths  officers  of  the  Government, 
are  intimately  connected  with  this  work. 

I  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  1  consider  this  a  vastly  important  work. 
Why  should  we  slop  it  now?  There  are  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  hands  now  engaged, 
and  ws  haveaiready  expended  more  than  (^100,000 
upon  it.  If  you  withdraw  the  work  for  one  win- 
ter, the  cold  will  destroy  the  whole  that  has  been 
done.  All  the  machines,  all  the  materials,  all  the 
instramentalities  which  are  necessary  to  carry  it 
on,  have  already  been  purchased,  and  are  there; 
and  if  the  appropriation  is  refused  all  will  be  lost. 
I  hope,  instead  of  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  and  thus  at  once  yield 
up  the  amendment,  we  shall  at  least  permit  it  to 
be  discussed  by  a  committee  of  conference.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  Senator  will  withdraw  his 
motion  to  recede  from  all  the  amendments  rejected 
by  the  House,  and  that  then  a  committee  of  con- 
ference will  be  appointed  to  consider  the  subject; 
and  when  they  have  reported  to  us,  we  can  determ- 
ine whether  we  will  insist  upon  our  amendment 
or  not. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  concur  with  the  Senator 
from  Georgia.  If  the  question  were  a  new  one, 
whether  we  should  make  an  appropriation  to  com- 
mence this  work,  it  would  be  a  different  question; 
but  we  have  begOn  it,  and  I  am  for  going  through 
with  it  according  to  the  plan  on  which  it  has  been 
commenced.  Sir,  I  would  have  this  city  looked 
upon  as  a  monoment  erected  to  Wasrinotom.  i 
am  for  improving  it;  I  am  for  improving  it  be- 
cause our  countrymen  regard  it  as  a  sort  of  com- 
ntOtt  propsrty,  and  are  proud  of  it.  I  would  do 
nothing  to  diminish  the  feeling  which  exists  in  all 
parts-of  the  oountry,  in  regard  to  it,  but  do  all  I 
can  to  increase  it;  so  that  when  an  American, from 
any  part  of  the  Union,  comes  here  and  sees  the 
buildings  which  are  in  course  of  comtructton,and 
sees  what  has  been  done,  and  what  is  contem- 
plated to  be  done,  his  bosom  mayswell  with  pride 
and  pleasure.  He  does  not  look  upon  it  as  an 
improvement  going  on  for  the  especial  benefit  of 
a  particular  section  of  the  country.  He  sees  great 
works  going  on  which  will  redound  to  the  honor 
of  the  nation.  Sir,  in  progress  of  time,  this  work 
will  become  necessary  at  this  seat  of  Government; 
and  why  should  we  now  abandon  it  on  the  plan 
which  has  been  proposed  ?  On  that  plan  it  will 
answer  for  all  time  to  come.  We  might  draw' 
water'  enough  from  Kock  Creek,  or  some  small 
stream,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  city  at  this 
time;  but  certainly,  b)r  and  by,  that  will  not  be 
sufficient. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  inform 
the  Senator  from  DeUware  that  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  has  withdrawn  his  proposition. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  But  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi moves  to  recede  from  all  our  amendments 
in  which  the  House  has  not  concurred,  and  that 
includes  the  amendment  to  which  I  am  referring. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia is  first  in  order. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Is  his  motion  to  insist  dn 
our  amendment,  and  ask  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence? 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  is. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Then  my  remarks  will  apply 
to  that,  as  well  as  to  the  other  motion.  I  am  In 
favor  of  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
I  am  not  for  receding  from  our  amendment  with- 
out striking  a  blow  for  it,  because  the  House  has 


refused  to  concur  in  it.   I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  IVom.Virginia  will  prevail, 
and  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  will  not 
understand  that  we  all  agree  with  the  Senator  from' 
Indiana. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  ofthe  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  the  Sen- 
ate insist  upon  their  amendments,  and  ask  for  a 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  have  fio  objection  to  the  vote 
being  taken  upon  that  question.  My  object  in 
making  my  motion  was  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  question  of  concurrence  with  the 
action  ofthe  House.  If  the  majority  of  the  Senate 
prefers  to  have  a  committee  of  conference,  I  have, 
of  course,  no  objection.  The  only  dilTerence  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Delaware  and  myself  is, 
that  I  prefer  to  excite  the  admiration  and  love  of 
the  country  for  the  institutions  of  the  country  by 
the  simplicity  and  purity  of  our  free  institutions, 
rather  than  by  the  magnificence  of  our  buildings. 

Mr.  HuNTEa'a  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Did  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
move  that  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Soiate 
be  appointed  by  the  Chair? 

The  PRESIDENT.    He  did  not. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  is  necessary;  and  I  make 
the  niotion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  GwiN,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  were 
appointed. 

PATENT  OFFICE  REPORT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STUART,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  sub- 
mitud  by  Mr.  Bbodhead,  to  reconsidsr  the  foU 
lowing  order: 

Orierei,  Tliat  lliere  be  primr.i  fbr  th«  nae  of  the  Sanala 
Utirtf-teven  lliouMnd  five  hundred  additional  copii;*  of  Uie 
a«riculmrsl  ponton  of  tlie  Paleiit  OIBcn  report,  wiih  lbs 
plalM  accompanyinn  Uie  raine,  Iwo  ihouMnd  five  liundred 
of  wisicli  iliall  be  fbr  the  uae  ortbe  Pntent  OSlce. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  made  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, and  1  will  state,  in  a  very  few  words,  the 
reason  why  I  did  so.  1  findliy-the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  they  have  directed 
the  printing  of  the  extra  number  of  the  agricultural 
portion  of  the  Patent  Office  report  desired  by  them 
to  be  doneby  the  printerof  the  House.  So  it  isen- 
tered  upon  the  Journal,  contrary  to  what  I  supposed 
was  the  spirit  of  the  law.  But  it  seems  they  have 
placed  a  construction  upon  the  law,  under  which 
the  printing  of  Congress  is  now  done;  and  having 
done  80,  I  desire  to  place  a  construction  upon  it, 
and  to  order  that  the  printing  of  the  agr^ltural 
portion  of  the  Patent  Office  report  which  we  desire, 
i>hall  be  done  by  the  Senate  printer.  I  will  read 
from  the  Journal  of  the  House,  in  support  of  the 
position  which  1  assums.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
1854,  1  find  the  following: 

"  Mr.  McraaAV,  rrom  ihe  CommittM  on  Prlnliaf,  on  Ibe 

part  of  the  Hnune,  to  whom  wa$  referred  the  reioludon  lo 
Inquire  into  the  expediency  or  priming  extra  copies  of  ths 
africuitunil  portion  ofthe  PatenI  Office  report,  reported  the 
rotlowlng  reiolnilon,  namely : 

'"  Aafotraf,  That  there  be  printed  by  Ihe  prlatcr  of  ihe 
Houae,  one  hundred  thousand  copiea  of  the  agricultural 
portion  of  Ihe  report  of  Ibe  ComraiMioner  of  Pstenla,  for 
the  use  of  members  of  the  House,  and  tlisl  ten  Ihoasand 
be  for  the  use  of  Ihe  Potent  Odlie,  he. 

"  Tb«  aaoie  being  read,  Mr.  Murray  moved  the  previons 

auesiion,  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
ercd,  and  under  ihe  operation  thereof,  said  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 
'*  Mr.  Mnirajr  moved  toreeoaslder,"  ke. 

We  there  find,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Hdustf 
of  Representatives  has  placed  a  construction  upon 
the  act  of  1852,  under  which  the  printing  of  Cfon- 
gress  ia  now  done,  and  has  ordered  the  number  of 
theagricultural  portion  of  the  PatentOffice  report, 
which  they  desire,  to  be  printed  by  the  printer  of 
the  House.  I  propose  so  to  amend  the  resolution 
we  have  adopted,  as  to  have  the  printing  of  the 
extra  numbers  that  we  desire,  done  by  Ihe  printer 
ofthe  Senate.     I  think  the  reason  is  a  gnoil  one. 

Mr.  STUART.  1  must  say  that  the  proposi- 
tion submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
seems  to  me  to  be  very  improper  in  principle,  ana 
one  which  I  certainly  hone  the  Senate  will  not 
adopt.  Ths  House  of  Representatives,  if  the 
statement  be  correct,  have  done  at  least  a  work  of 
supererogation.  I  think  it  will  not  be  going  too' 
far  to  say  they  have  done  what  they  hadno  rieht 
to  do;  but,  sir,  I  am  unable  to  conceive  bow  that 
would  justify  the  Senate  in  committing  an  error 
ofthe  same  kind.  The  law,  in  emphatic  and  clear 
terms,  defines  hew  this  printing  shall  be  done;  and 
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if  the  Senate  alionld  now  reconeider  this  resolu- 
tion, and  embrace  in  it  such  a  clause  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  if  it 
should  produce  any  effect  at  all,  it  would  be  that 
the  Senate  had  taken  upon  itself  to  order  thh-ty- 
scven  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  this  report, 
extra,  if  it  could  have  any  effect  at  all,  I  repeat, 
that  would  be  the  effect.  The  law  provides  that 
the  printer  of  the  House,  first  ordering  a. docu- 
'  Dient  to  be  printed,  shall  do  the  printing  of  that 
document  for  the  other  House.  Ii  is  conceded  in 
this  case  that  it  was  first  ordered  in  the  House. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  might  perhaps  be 
•xcused  upon  that  rround,  if  full  knowled|;e  were 
entertained  by  bothHouses;  but  I  am  not  disposed 
to  excuse  it,  because  the  House  could  not  know 
that  it  had  not  been  ordered  by  the  Senate.  The 
ntmoat  extent  of  the  power  of  either  House,  is  to 
order  such  additional  number  of  extra  copies,  as 
that  House  thinks  proper,  of  any  document  of 
this  character,  and  there  its  duty  and  power  ends, 
unless  it  sees  fit  to  order  an  extra  number  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  its  own  ftind,  irrespective  of  the 
provisions  of  law.  If  we  want  seventy-five  thou- 
sand of  these  documents,  we  can  reconsider  the 
order,  and  adopt  the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  because  that  will  be 
its  effect,  if  it  has  any  effect  at  all. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  1  have  another  objection 
to  it.  If  there  is  any  subject  -respecting  which 
diffieolty  is  likely  to  grow  up  between  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  it  is  this  subject  of  the 
printing;  and  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  respect- 
fully, whether  we  bad  not  better,  on  our  part, 
treat  the  matter  very  discreetly,  and  not  under- 
take to  raise  or  perpetuate  the  issue.  We  have- 
discharged  our  duty  when  we  have  directed  a 
oertain  number  of  this  document  to  be  printed. 
The  law  is  then  to  be  executed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Printing,  according  to  its  terms;  and  I 
submit  that,  to  undertake  to  embrace  in  the  Sen- 
ate resolution  a  provision  of  this  sort,  would  not 
only  be  against  the  provisions  of  the  law,  but  it 
would  be  engaging  in  a  contest  with  the  House  of 
Representatives,  which,  if  it  produced  any  result, 
would  produce  a  very  undignified  controversy — 
such  a  one  as  I  hope  not  to  see. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
■Mer  will  not  prevail.  The  Senate  has  already 
adopted  a  reeelntion,  and  if  the  document  is  to  be 
printed  for  distribution,  it  seems  to  me  it  should 
M  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  the  number 
which  is  to  be  printed  should  be  known  by  us.  I 
think  tlii  reasons  which  have  been  slated  by  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  render  it  very  clear  that 
no  effect-can  follow  the  adoption  of  such  a  prop- 
osition as  that  which  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
wuria  intimatee  he  shall  move  as  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution,  if  the  motion  to  reconsider  pre- 
Toiis.  If  the  law  designates  who  shall  print  this 
work,  our  vote  cannot  change  it;  ana  the  law 
dearly  does  designate  it.  There  is,  however,  one 
construction  which  may  be  given  to  the  action  of 
th»  Hous*  which  does  not  apply  to  the  action  of 
the  Senate.  This  document  was  first  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  the  House.  It  was  subsequently 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senaie;  and,  after 
these  two  orders  had  been  made,  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  (hct, 
reported  to  the  House  the  resolution  which  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  rsad»to  wit:  that 
•n  additional  number  should  be  printrd  for  the 
House  by  the  printer  of  the  House.  They  were, 
therefore,  but  acting  in  accordance  with  the  law 
in  making  their  report;  while,  if  we  were  to  adopt 
such  a  resolution,  it  would  be  one.  directly  in  face 
of  the  law.  It  was  an  act  of  supererogation  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  I  grant,  because  the  print- 
ing of  the  extra  number  followed  the  printing  of  the 
original  document;  and  that  having  been  determ- 
ined, it  would  go  precisely,  as  the  resolution 
directs  it,  without  the  words  of  the  resolution. 
The  House,  therefore,  might  be  justified  in  doing 
♦hut  they  did;  while  the  Senate  would  not  be  jus- 
tified, because  in  one  case  it  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law;  and  in  the'other  case,  clearly 
adverse  to  the  law. 
^  Mr.  PITZPATRICK.    Have  you  the  law? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  not  it  hereby  me,  but 
it  provides  that  the  printer  for  the  Houne  first  or- 
dering the  printing  of  the  document  shall  do  it  for 
both  branches.  That  is  the  idea  of  it.  There  is  no 
dispute  about  what  it  is.  The  House  had  ordered 
this,  the  Senate  had  ordered  it,  and  after  both  had 


done  it,  the  Printing  Commitiee  reported  to  th« 
House  a  resolution  that  the  printing  of  ths  sxtra 
number  for  the  House  should  be  done  by  thsir 
printer.  I  hope  no  further  delay  will  be  had  in  the 
ease.  If  you  were  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  adopt 
the  amendment  indicated  by  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,it  would  not  changeonesingle  thing; 
it  would  only  be  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  directly  in 
violation  of  the  existing  law;  and  the  officer  now 
under  oath,  who  is  sworn  to  carry  it  out,  i  appre- 
hend, however  highly  he  might  respect  tl^e  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  would  not  be  quite  willing  to  violate 
his  oath  of  office. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  will  make  one  additional 
remark.  This  is  the  sscond  part  of  the  Patent 
Office  report.  The  first  part  was  the  mechanical 
portion.  The  Senate  has  ordered  the  printing  of 
that  part. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    The  mechanical? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  mean  the  mechanical, 
and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  this  part — the  agricul- 
tural— is  a  portion  of  the  report,  and  the  Senate 
having  first  ordered  the  printing  of  the  first  part, 
this  being  the  second  part,  follows  it.  And,  sir, 
this  may  be  the  reason  why  the  Houss  of  Rep- 
resentatives directed,  in  their  resolution,  that  the 
second  part  should  be  printed  by  the  printer  of 
the  House.  1  cannot  conceive  ony  other  reason, 
than  that  the  House  wished  to  hand  over  to  its 
printer  the  printing  of  the  second  portion,  when 
there  might  be,  at  any  rate,  a  question  as  to 
whether  it  did  not  properly  pertain  to  the  printer 
of  the  Senate.  I  think  it  did,  and,  therefore,  we 
should  be  doing  exactly  what  the  Senator  from 
Maine  says  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
been  doing.  He  asserts  that  that  House  ordered 
this  document  to  be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the 
House,  because  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  law. 
Now,  we  might  do  the  same  thing,  and  order  it 
to  bt  done  by  the  printer  of  the  ^nate,  because 
we  believe  he  is  legally  entitled  to  do  it,  it  being 
the  second  branch  of  the  same  report.  For  this 
reason,  and  another  which  I  might  perhaps  add, 
and  that  is,  that  the  Senate  has  already  acted  upon 
this  question,  and  inserted  a  provision  in  the  aefi- 
ciitncy  bill  requiring  all  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  the  Senate  to  be  printed  by  the  printer 
of  the  Senate,  I  hope  the  motion  which  I  have 
made  to  reconsider  will  prevail,  and  that  then  the 
Senate  will  amend  the  resolution  in  the  way  I 
have  sii^gested.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
my  motion.  - 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PRATT.  ~  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  should 
like  to  hear  ths  section  of  the  law  read  to  which 
referenoe  has  been  made,  so  that  we  may  l(AOW 
distinctly  what  are  its  provisions. 

The  Secretary  read  the  followings 

"81C.7.  .Ai^tctt/urMermardil.ThatwIimeavdocn- 
ment  fbslt.be  oMrnnA  to  tie  printed  by  both  Hnumn  of  Con- 
gten,  the  entire  prinUng  or«uctidociuienti«hail  b«danebjr 
the  printer  uf  itiat  Houie  wbicti  first  ordi-rt^d  ihf  iamr;  Aod 
whenever  the  flame  person, or  the  name  firm  fhall  b«  printer 
Tfir  boA  Hooflea  of  Congreaa,  and  boU)  Hoasea  aliaJI  order 
tb«  aane  deeimeDt  10  be  printed,  then  ilie  enn  ofeompaai- 
tion  aliall  be.chergad  bet  once  for  aeld  document;  and  00 
aum  iihall  be  paid  to  aaid  printer  for  alierinit  the  heada  from 
Uie  form  in  whicti  he  printed  ihem  ftr»t  tn  ihe  fl^mi  or  (brma 
in  wbich  inch  docimant  ahall  sAerwarda  be  printed." 

Mr.  PRATT.  Having  voted  originally  for  this 
proposition,  and  intending  to  Vote  for  the  recon- 
sideration, I  am  not  willing  that  theargumeiit  of 
the  Senator  from  Mirhigan  should  be  unanswered. 
According  to  nry  understanding  it  is  a  plain,  legal 
proposition.  Under  the  law,  when  one  of  the 
Houses  of  Congress  first  orders  a  public  docu- 
ment to  be  printed,  the  printing  is  to  be  done  by 
the  printer  of  that  Hoijse.  Now,  assuming  for 
the  purpose  of  the  argument,  that  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  ia  right  in  his  construction  of  thi» 
law,  that  it  is  to  be  printed  for  both  Houses,  if  the 
Senate  will  look  for  a  moment  to  the  facts,  I  think 
they  will  find  that  the  law,  even  as  interpreted  by 
him,  requires  that  the  printer  of  the  Senate  should 
print  the  whole  of  this  document. 

I  understand  the  Patent  Office  report  to  be  one 
document.  I  speak  now  from  memory;  but  I 
have  sent  for  the  'document  of  last  year,  and  I 
think  the  mechanical  portion  is  called  Part  No.  1; 
the  agrieuftural  portion  Part  No.  3;  and  that  they 
are  both  marked  on  their  face  as  one  document, 
documeiH  No.  sn-and-so.  Therefore,  when  this 
Patent  Office  report  was  originally  presented  to 
Congress,  having  been  presented  in  this  branch, 
and  having  been  ordered  to  b*  printed  by  this 


branch,  under  the  true  construction  of  the  law,  tb* 
whole  document  should  be  printed  by  the  printer 
of  this  House;  and  therefore,  as  it  appears  to  roe* 
it  is  not  a  mere  idle  ceremony  that  we  sho  uld  in- 
dicate, in  our  resolution,  that  this  printing  ahould 
be  done  by  the  printer  of  this  body.  1  think  it  ia 
due  to  our,  printer  that  we  should  so  indicate  it, 
because  the  House,  for  the  reasons  asaigned  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan,  have  illegally  declared 
that  the  printing  of  this  document  for  that  House 
should  be  done  by  their  printer.  Therefore,  it  ia 
due  to  the  printer  of  thie  body  that  we  should  aay 
that  he  should  execute  the  work  now  ordered  by 
the  Senate.  That  is  my  understanding  of  111* 
position  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    Certainty. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  shall  vote  for  ihereconsideratioa 
ofthe  resolution  for  the  readon  which  1  have  already 
assigned,  and  for  the  additional  reason,  that  for  Ihe 
first  ume,  by  the  reading  of  the  extract  from  the 
House  Journal  this  morning,  I  have  ascertained 
that  the  House  had  directed  one  hundred  thousand 
copies  to  be  printed — ten  thousand  logo  to  the  Pat- 
ent Office.  The  resolutien  which  we  propoac  to 
reconsider,  directs  the  printing  of  thirty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred — five  thousand  of  which,  I 
think,  go  to  the  Patent  Office. 

A  SiwATOiuTwo  thousand  five  hundred. 

Mr.  PRATT.  My  impression  was  that  fivs 
thousand  were  to  go  to  the  Patent  Office.  I  caii- 
not  imagine,  valuable  as  this  document  may  be 
considered  by  many  of  its  advocates,  why  we 
should  have  five  thousand  copies  of  it  printed  to 
be  placed  in  the  Patent  Office.  The  only  a^i-  ' 
ment  that  1  have  heard  in  favor  of  printing  it  at 
all  is,  that  the  agriculturists  of  the  country  wont 
it,  and  I  preseme  that  the  representatives  of  the 
agricultural  interest  would  be  the  proper  parties 
to  distribute  it.  Why  these  five  thousand  cogics 
should  be  printed  at  the  public  expense  to  l>e 
placed  in  the  Patent  Office,  is  really  beyond  my 
conception.  For  the  only  reason,  therefore,  of 
amending  the  resolution  to  prevent  the  giving  five 
thousand  copies  to  the  Patent  Office,  IslouJa  rota 
for  the  reconsideration. 

Mr  MASON.  I  have  not  looked  at  this  thing 
at  all;  but  the  statement  mad  ebj  theSenatorfrom 
Maryland,  as  I  understand  it,  is  in  conflict  with 
that  juat  made  by  the  Senator  from  Micbinn. 
The  law  under  #hieh  the  printing  is  done,  as  itas 
been  read,  clearly  directs  that  the  House  first  or- 
dering the  printing  of  the  document  shall  have  it 
printed  by  its  own  printe;-,  and  if  the  other  House 
then  orders  the  same  document,  it  shall  be  printed 
by  the  printerof  that  House  which  first  ordered  it. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  says  that 
this  document,  which  consists  of  Part  No.  1  end 
Part  No.  2,  was  first  communicated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  first  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate, 
but  in  making  the 'communication  the  Department 
communicated  the  first  part  alone,  not  having 
the  second  part  ready,  I  presume.  But  it  is  just 
as  much  one  document  as  the  President's  message 
and  accompanying  documents.  It  is  one  docu- 
ment,, although  printed  in  two  or  three  parte. 
This  communication-  coming  from  the  Patent  Of- 
fice, making  a  report  of  its  proceedings,  consists 
of  two  parts,  one  the  mechanical,  the  other  the 
agricultural,  and  it  is  printed  in  two  volume*  for 
convenience;  but  it  is  one  document.  Now,  even 
if  the  House,  in  directing  the  agricultural  port  of 
it  to  be  printed,  have,  as  we  have  been  ehown  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  undertaken  to 
direct  that  that  part  of  this  document  should  be 
printed  by  their  own  printer,  they  seek  the  very 
collision  which  is  deprecated  bv  the  Senator  from 
Michigan.  They  seek  the  collision,  if  collision 
arises.  Whether  the  Senate  will  entertain  it,  is 
another  question;  but,  clearly,  if  we  do  not,.ad- 
monished  by  the  House,  indicate  the  intention  of 
the  Senate  to  require  that  the  law  shall  be  executed 
so  far  as  it  has  directed,  in  my  humble  judgtnent 
we  shall  have  yielded  to  an  apparent  usutpalioa 
on  the  part  of  the  House. 

I  think,  therefore,  without  ascribing  anything 
to  the  House,  that  this  expression  of  theirs,  Aat 
the  documents  which  thej  have  ordered  shall  be 
printed  by  their  printer,  is  more  than  mere  Mr- 
plusage.  It  has  a  specific  object,  and  if  the  Sen- 
ator is  right  in  his  construction  of  the  law,  which 
1  apprehend  he  is,  the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  violate 
this  law,  which  requires  the  whole  document  to 
be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the  House  first  order- 
ing it.    I  trust,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  Tiadi- 
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cate  iu  own  right  byreconsidtringtbe  reaolution, 
And  adopting  the  amendmtnt  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennaylvania. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Tt  ia  to  me  a  matter  of  entire 
indifference  who  does  the  printing  of  thia  doe*- 
ment;  but  it  ia  deairable  it  ahoutd  be  done,  and  I 
diink  it  is  desirable  that  the  Senate  should  Tote 
anderataiidinely  upon  the  matter,  or  I  would  not 
again  trespass  Uj>on  it*  attention.  Having  been 
somewhat  familiar  with  it,  1  beg  to  stale  in  a  very 
few  worda  what  is  my  view  of  the  matter. 

The  law  provides  that  when  the  printing  of  a 
document  is  first  ordered  in  the  Senate,  and  sob* 
■equently  in  the  House,  it  shall  be  printed  for 
both  Houses  by  the  Senate  printer;  and  when 
first  ordered  in  the  House,  and  subsequently  in  the 
Senate,  it  shall  be  done  by  the  House  printer. 
~  Now,  sir,  the  first  part  of  the  Pateitt  Office  report 
was  communicated  to  the  Senate  early  in  (he  aea- 
■ion.  i  have  not  before  me  the  day,  bat  it  was 
early  in  the  session.  Subsequently,  and  long 
afterwards,  the  second  part  of  that  report  was 
eommonicated  to  Congress.  The  first  part  of  it 
was  ordered  to  be  piinted  in  the  Senate;  the  aae- 
ond  part  in  the  House.  What  is  the  true  con- 
-  atfoction  in  relation  to  (his  matter?  What  is  the 
,  law.'  What  constitutes  a  document?  Tbat  is 
\  the  true  question  to  b«  settled.  By  the  law  of 
1837,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents  to  make  an  annual  report  upon  the  arts 
•nd  manufactures.  That  is  all  tbs  law  there  is 
in  existence  which  requires  any  report  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents.  The  law,  therefore,  is 
complied  with  when  he  sends  here  what  we  otil 
his  mechanical  report.  That  is  all  the  report  be 
ia  required  to  make  by  law.  That  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  first  in  the  Senate,  next  in  the 
House,  and  both  editions  were  printed,  or  are  in 
ptoetm  of  being  printed,  by  the  Senate  printer. 
What  number  the  document  bears  has  no  earthly 
co'nnection  with  the  subject.  WhattheSsnate  vote, 
by  its  order,  t*  make  a  document,  is  a  document 
tinder  the  law.  We  vote  to  print  the  President's 
mesrage  and  accompanying  documents.  It  is 
subdivided  into  three  or  four  parts,  as  the  Sttper- 
inlendent  of  the  Public  Printing  shall  deem  peoper, 
but  it  makes  but  one  document,  because — and  I 
beg  Senators  to  bear  in  mind  what  I  say — there 
ia  but  one  order  of  Congress  in  ordering  it  to  be 
printed.  What  we  order  to  be  printMl  at  this 
time,  by  thia  vote,  constituteea  document,  whether 
it  is  two,  ten,  or  one  hundred  pages.  That  is,  in 
the  language  of  the  law,  a  document;  and  the 
whole  number  of  documents  that  we  order  to  be 
printed  must  be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the  Sen- 
ate, if  it  ia  first  ordered  here.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
second  part  were  the  same  document,  only  one 
vote  was  necessary  in  the  House  or  Senate  for 
the  printing  of  both.  You  might  want  an  addi- 
tional vote  for  an  additional  number,  bat  a  vote 
to  print  the  first  part,  if  the  two  be  one  document 
in  law,  must  necessarily  have  carried  the  printing 
0f  the  second.  Whatwas  the  view  of  the  Senate? 
They  took  no  such  view  of  it.  We  ordered ,  by  a 
separate  vote,  the  second  part  to  be  printed.  The 
House  did  the  same;  and  by  iU  own  order  made 
it  a  document. 

This,  sir,  is  my  view  of  the  matter;  and  I  think 
I  could  cite  here  a  great  many  illustrations  of  it. 
We  find  the  President's  giessags  and  accompa- 
nying documents  sent  to  us,  bat  we  find  additional 
reporu  emanating  from  the  Departments.  I  have 
one  in  my  recollection  now.  1  recollect  very  well 
that  the  Secreury  of  War,  either  thia  year  or  last 
year,  stated  in  his  report  that  there  was  a  certain 
matter  upon  which  he  was  not  fully  preparnl  at 
that  time  to  report.  Was  it  not  in  re^rd  tot  be 
■urveys  for  the  Pacific  railroad  ?  1  think  it  was. 
He  therefore  did  not  communicate  them  as  apart 
of  his  annual  report,  because  he  had  not  them 
eomplele.  What  did  he  do?  Subsequently,  when 
he  got  them,  he  sent  them  in.  What  did  we  do  ? 
Printed  them  separately,  and  made,  by  our  own 
order,  a  separate  document  of  them.  I  hnid ,  un- 
der this  law,  that  the  President  may  send  in  bis 
annual  message,  accompanied  by  the  annual  re- 
ports 9f  the  heads  of  the  different  Deparlments: 
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and  if  the  Senate  should  so  choose,  it  is  perfectly 
competent,  under  that  law,  to  say  that  we  would 
order  (he  President's  message  and  the  reportofthe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  printed,  and  stop 
there;  and  by  so  doing  we  would  make  it  a  docu- 
ment. That  is  the  language  of  the  law.  What 
we  order  to  be  printed  is  a  document;  and,  taking 
the  case  which  1  have  stated,  if  we  take  the  Pres- 
ident's message  and  report  ol  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  say  that  we  will  order  them  to  be 
printed  alone,  and  pass  no  vote  in  relation  to  the 
others,  what  woukl  be  the  document?  Why,  it 
would  be  the  President's  message  and  report  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  Suppose  we  subse- 
queatty  ordered  the  reports  of  the  other  Depart- 
ments to  be  printed,  the  order  of  the  Senate  would 
make  another  document  of  them.  If  the  order  to 
print  them  was  made  at  a  different  time  from  that 
when .  the  first  order  was  made,  they  would  be 
another  document,  no  matter  what  the  number 
wouM  be.  That  would  not  vary  it,  because  it 
would  be  an  order  of  the  Senate  to  print  a  certain 
number  at  a  certain  time,  while  the  other  would 
have  been  another  orrder,  atauotber  limci  for  an  en- 
tirely distinct  thing. 

So  it  is  in  relation  to  this  matter.  While  this 
report  is  by  law  a  thing  which  has  two  parts,  the 
one  coming  here  under  the  direction  and  by  the 
requirsaMot  of  law,  and  the  other  undec  cmly  an 
annual  appropriation  requiring  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents  to  collect  eertaut  reports;  and  while 
thoy  have  the  same  number  put  apoa  them  here, 
we  stamp  upon  them  the  character  of  two  doeu- 
msaia  by  our  own  vMea,  and  by  our  own  distinct 
oidars;  I  hold  that  notwithstuiding  the  irambcr, 
thay  are  two  distinct  reports— oaa  meabanieal, 
tha  other  agricultural. 

i>  think  that  there  is  bat  oaa  case  to  be  found 
where  the  printing  of  the  sseond  part  of  a  docu- 
lasat  has  Rillowcd  that  of  the  first;  and  that  was 
the  document  upon  the  exploration  of  .the  river 
Amazon.  That  report  consisted  of  a  first  and 
second  part,  and  the  vote  orderinig  tiia  first  pan 
to  be  prinud,  also,  at  tha  same  tima,  oiriaiwd  the 
second  part  to  be  printed,  and  eoase<{uaQlly  the 
Senate  at  that  time,  although  Ibey  bath  inadatme 
report,  looked  at  tiiara  ■•  iwodoeumenta,  draw- 
ing a  distinolion  betwas*  a.  taport  and  a  docu- 
m«nL  There  weratwo  patla  to  a  laport,  and  the 
Seaate  made  two  docoiaents  of  it4  hut  tai  aupar- 
sede  the  necessity  of  a  subssqaant  motion  to  print 
the  second  part,  which  wactbaseeanddooitaent, 
the  motion  was  made  for  the  whole  when  the  first 
part  was  printed.  Now,  if  whan  the  Senate  or- 
dered the  mechanical  portion  of  the  Patent  Office 
report  to  be  primed,  it  had,  at  the  same  time,  or- 
dered the  agneultaral  partion  (o  be  printed,  one 
woukl  ha»e  fallowed  tka  other.  But  by  its  own 
action,  byadiatiaot  aod  acparale' order,  it  has 
made  them  two  doeumanta.  It  baa  meide  two 
doeumenta,  even  if  they  were  one  report;  though 
I  deny  that  they  are  tlie  same  rapoit.  One  ie  in 
relation  to  mechanics,  and  the  other  in  relation 
to  agriculture.  Thisia  the  view  1  lake  of  .the 
matter;  and  it  is  in  accordance  with  tba  vnifbrm 
praettee  of  the  Senate.  It  is  tbs  opinian  of  the 
Sopcrtntendent  of  the  Public  Printing;  and,  in 
accoidanee  with  that'  opinion,  I  understand  he 
ha*  delivered  the  work  to  the  paUie  pdntar.  It 
ia  a  question  for  faim  to  dedoa,  and  not  ter  the 
Senate.  I  think,  myself,  that  it  was  ina^mropriate 
for  the  House  to  declare  tbat  theirs  shauld  be 
printed  by  ths  printer  of  the  House,  bacanse  it 
was  what  was  beyond  their  eoatrol,  and  what 
they  could  not  do.  You  have  a  law.  placing  that 
power  in  the  hands  of  an  executive  eflfeer;  and 
that  power  be  was  boinid  to  disebange  under  the 
sanction  of  an  oath  and  under  a  bond.  If  be  be- 
lieved that  one  printer  or  the  other,  under  the  biw, 
was  entitled  to  it,  he  had  nothing  (o  do  but  to 
discharge  his  duty,  and  to  dischaiga  it  as  be  un- 
derstood the  law. 

1  have  nothing  further  to  say  upon  the  subject. 
If  the  Senate  shall  be  disposed  to  reconsider.and 
pass  the  order  with  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  'Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  ahall  make  no  further  objection  to  it;  but  I 


will  regard  it  as  a  vote  directly  in  opposition  to 
the  law.       

Mr.  PRATT.  While  the  Senator  was  speak- 
ing I  referred  to  the  law,  and  also  to  copies  of  the 
Patent  Office  report.  To  show  that  I  was  entirely 
right  in  the  remarks  which  I  made  when  1  ad-, 
dressed  the  Senate,  t  shall  read  a  sentence  from 
the  seventh  section  of  the  law: 

"Tlial  when  any  docttment  •hall  be  ordered  to  be  print; 
ed  by  boUi  Hourcb  ofCon^roM,  the  entire  printing  ofsueh 
document  shall  be  done  by  tlie  printer  of  that  Uoums  wtitch, 
first  ordered  Ute  aanie." 

There  is  no  dispute  in  reference  to  this  matter, 
that  the  mechanical  part  of  the  report  was  first 
presented  to  the  Senate,  and  by  the  Senate  was 
first  ordered  to  be  printed.  If,  therefore,  the  agri- 
cultural portion  of  the  report  constitutes  a  part  of 
the  same  document,  the  Senator  concedes  that  it 
comes  within  the  leuer  of  that  clause  of  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  act  of  1853,  which  I  have  read , 
for  the  inrnrmation  of  the  Senate,  t  hold  in  my 
hand  the  Patent  Office  report  for  1852.  Part  first 
is  the  mechanical  part,  and  the  Commissioner 
says: 

<■  I  have  Ilia  honor  to  tranamil  lojrou,  aa  required  by  law, 
(hat  portion  of  ibe  repuri  of  this  olBcc,  tor  Uie  year  l&SU, 
which  r«lat«ii  to  an?  and  manufactures.*' 

it  ia  maiked  Dooumcnt  No.  55.    I  eoiaa  to  the 

agricultural  portion  of  the  same  rsport;  and  the 
(>mmissiaaer  goes  on  to  say  that  he  now  has  the 
honor  to  traaarmt  ttiat  portionof  tha  rsport  relating 
to  a^ricnlturs.  It  is  marked  Document  No.  55, 
precisely  the  same  as  the  other. 

I  thiiik,  therefore,  that  I  have  stated  what  must 
convince  every  impartial  mind  ttiat  Ibis  is  one 
report,  tiw  whole  and  entire  report,  constituting 
one  and  only  one  doeament;  and  that,  under  thia 
clause  of  the  act  of  1853,  wherever  a  doeumedt 
has  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  ia  to  be  printed 
entirely  by  the  printer  of  the  Houas  in  whieh  it 
is  first  ortiered .    Tiiat  is  the  proposition  for  wht^  * 
I  contend.    1  know  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maine  does  not  desire  to  do  injoatioe  to  any- 
body; but  it  is  a  proposition  which  there  ia  not  a 
legal  mind  here — I  venture  to  aay  my  honoraUa  . 
friend  from  Michigan,  who  eapouaea.  tfat  other 
side,  cannot  get  up  and  say  1  am  wrong— that 
does  not  see  that,  under  this  law,  the  pamtcr  ef 
the  Senate  is  entitled  to  the  printing  of  tkt  entire 
document.    I   know  that  neither  my  honorable  _ 
friend  from  Maine  nor  any  other  Senator,  desirsa  ' 
to  do  injustice;  but  the  effect  of  not  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  auggested  by  the  Senator  irom  . 
PannayWaiiia  would  be  illegally  to  derive  our 

Ertntcr  of  the  amoluments  of  tha  office  to  whitdl- 
e  is  entitled. 

Mr.  HAMUN.    1  desire  to  state  the  fact  that 
while  each  pan  of  tha  Patent  Office  report  has  iba 
same  number,  it  is  only  and  entirely  our  number. 
It  comes  here  with  no  earthly  number  upon  it. 
The  Commissioner  of  Patanta  communicates  hia 
report  separately  and  diettnotly,  at  two  different  i 
times,  with  no  number  upon  it. 
Mr.  PRATT.    But  as  one  doeament. 
tAt.  HAMUN.    No,  sir;  not  aa  oaa  doou-^ 
mant.    And  then  numbers  are  plooed  upoa  them 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senatd,  when  Jie  senda 
them  out,  simply  as  an  arbitrary  method  of  desig- 
nating them,  not  for  the  purpose  of  eoiHOlidating 
them  or  making  them  either  one  report  or  oaa 
document. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  think  that  if  I  can  have  tbe  • 
attention  of  the  Senator  from  Mar^Hand,  we  sliell 
not  disagree  about  this  question;  esrtainly ,  1  hope 
not.    1  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  qucetion  as  to 
wbether  tbis'report  is  one  or  two  iMuments.    I 
will  only  suggest  to  the  Senator  and  to  the  fienate, 
that  it  may  very,  well  be  one  report,  and  yet  two 
documents,  within  the  meaning  ef  the  law.    Bat, .' 
for  the  purpose  of  my  argument,  that  does  not 
alter  the  question .    I  submit  that  the  Superintend'- ' 
ent  of  Public  Printing  is  the  agent,  selected  by  the 
law  to  determine  the  question  as'  to  who  shall  do 
the  printing.    This  being  my  view  of  the  law— . 
and  I  think  the  Senator  himself  will  not  dispute 
it — I  submit  again  respectfully  to  the  Senate  that 
if  the  Superintendent  disagrees  with  ns,  he<\riU 
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disregard  our  resoluiion;  and  h*  ought  to  do  bo. 
It  would  be  no  excuse  for  him,  ir  it  did  not  meet 
hisjudgment,  to  say  that  the  Senate  had  ordered  it. 

Then,  sir,  how  do  we  aland  ?  Either  our  con- 
struction of  the  law  is  right,  and  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Public  Printing  will  decide  it  to  be  right, 
and  will  give  this  printing  to  the  printer  of  the 
Senate,  or  else  the  construction  contended  for 
here  is  wrong,  and  our  resolution  will  be  disre- 
garded by  the  Superintendent,  under  his  opinion 
of  his  duty  under  the  law.  Then  how  stands  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales?  The  Superintendent 
of  Public  Priming  is  not  an  officer  who  we  can 
control  by  our  resolution.  He  is  not  an  officer  of 
the  Senate.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  gives  to  it  such  construction 
as,  in  his  opinion,  the  law  demands.  Then  I  ask 
Senators  ngain,  in  what  position  will  our  action 
place  the  Senate  of  the  United  States?  Why,  sir, 
as  seeking  to  control  an  officer  over  whom  we  have 
no  control  at  all,  and  subjecting  our  action,  there- 
fore, to  be  set  at  defiance;  or,  if  we  are  ri;ht,  the 
resolution  will  be  no  more  with  those  words  in 
than  it  is  now. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  can  really  be  no  two 
opinions  about  this  matter;  and  in  order  that  some 
Senator  may  answer,  if  he  can,  1  will  slate  my 
proposition  again.  I  submit,  that  if  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law  which  is  contended  for  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  be  the  correct  construction, 
this  resolution  now  carries  on  its  face  all  that  it  i 
would  carry  if  it  were  altered  as  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania;  but  if  that  be  not  the 
true  construction  of  the  law,  then  we  subject  our- 
selves to  the  humiliating  position  of  having  our 
resolution  expressly  disregarded  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing.  In  either  case,  the 
result  arrived  at,  as  to  our  action,  is  the  same. 
The  Superintendent  is  an  officer  whose  action  we 
cannot  control.  He  will  decide  for  himself  as  his 
oath  and  the  law  compel  him  to  do.  At  best, 
then,  according  to  the  construction  contended  for 
by  the  Senator  from  Maryland ,  it  is  a  work  of  su- 
pererogation to  put  in  the  words  suggested;  but 
if  that  construction  be  wrong,  then,  by  adopting 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  will  have  under- 
taken a  business  which  it  has  no  right  to  transact. 
Therefore,  the  fact  whether  this  be  one  or  two 
documents  does  not  at  all  alter  the  propriety  of 
changing  the  terms  of  the  resolution.  As  1  sug- 
gested, I  think  It  very  probable  that  although  this 
be  one  report,  it  may  form  two  documents;  but 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  body  to 
decide  that  question;  the  law  has  expressly  given 
its  decision  to  another  tribunal — the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Printing. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  intended,  by 
the  vote  which  1  gave  upon  this  resolution  before, 
what  I  intend  to  make  manifest  by  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give  upon  the  present  proposition; 
that  is,  that  this  printing  should  be  done  by  the 
printer  of  the  Senate.  Now,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  says  that  we  have  no  author- 
ity to  direct  the  printing  to  be  done  by  the  printer 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  not  precisely  my  state- 
ment; but  perhaps  the  honorable  Senator  did  not 
hear  the  remarks  which  I  made  a  short  lime  ago. 
I  stated  that  the  Senate  could  undoubtedly  order 
a  document  to  be  printed,  and  have  it  printed  by 
whom  they  chose;  but  that  would  be  an  extra 
document,  outside  of  the  law.  I  said  further, 
that  if  this  document  should  be  printed  under  the 
law,  the  Superintendent  would  decide  who  should 
have  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  understand  the  Sen- 
ator concedes  we  have  a  right  to  direct  this  docu- 
ment to  be  printed  by  our  printer.  That  being 
so,  if  it  is  the  wish  and  intention  of  the  Senate 
that  our  printer  should  print  it,  it  seems  to  me  that 
every  objection  to  modifying  the  resolution,  as 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  is 
gone.  I  take  it  that,  if  we  pass  this  order  that 
this  printing  is  to  be  done  by  the  printer  of  the 
Senate,  it  will  be  done  by  him,  or  it  will  be  done 
by  nobody.  I  take  it  for  granted,  if  we  pass  this 
order,  the  officers  of  this  House  will  know  that  at 
least  it  is  not  their  business  to  dispute  ourauthor- 
ity,  and  the  Secretary  will  take  care  that  the 
printing  is  done  by  the  person  whom  we  direct 
shall  do  it. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  sufficient  for  me.    The  ques-  L 
tion  may  come  up  hereafter,  whether  it  is  print-  I 


ing  ordered  beyond  the  scope  of  the  law  which 
regulates  the  public  printing,  or  falls  within  it.  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  investigate  the  ques- 
tion now.  1  wish  the  printing  done,  and  I  wish 
it  done  by  the  officer  of  the  Senate;  and  therefore 
1  shall  vote  to  direct  that  it  be  done  by  him. 

There  is  a  question,  however,  now  pending, 
Mr.  President,  as  1  have  collected  from  some 
statements  I  have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  with 
regard  to  the  construction  of  the  printing  law  of 
1853;  and  I  undersuind  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  this  District,  upon  an  applica- 
tion being  made  to  them  for  some  process  in  be- 
half of  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  have  refused  to 
grant  it,  not  upon  the  ground  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing  is,  under  the  law,  au- 
thorized to  decide  the  questions  with  regard  to 
printing  which  have  created  this  difficulty,  but 
that  the  ultimate  power  of  decision  belongs,  under 
the  law,  to  the  Committees  on  Printing  of  the  two 
Houses.  1  understand,  further,  that  from  that 
refusal  an  appeal  has  been  prosecuted  to  the  Su- 
preme Court;  so  that  what  is  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  law  is  now  in  a  process  of  judicial  in- 
terpretation. It  may  turn  out  that  the  opinion 
that  the  committees  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress are  the  ultimate  authority  will  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  country, 
who  will  decide  that  question  ct\Jmly,  and  who 
can  have  no  preference  or  feeling  in  the  matter. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  we  propose  to  print  this 
document.  We  have  power,  it  is  confessed,  to 
have  it  printed  by  our  own  printer,  and  the  other 
question  will  arise  hereafter. 

Mr.  PRATT.  And  this  will  not  increase  the 
expense. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  state  my  position  in  a 
few  words;  for  I  am  reluctant  to  detain  the  Senate. 
I  insist  that  this  is  the  construction  of  the  law: 
If  this  body  orders  a  certain  number  of  documents 
to  be  printed,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, the  printing  of  them  belongs  to  the  House 
printer,  he  will  print  them.  If  this  body  incorpo- 
rates in  a  resolution  additional  words,  that  that 
number  shall  be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  officers  of  the  Senate  carry  out  that 
resolution,  he  will  print  them,  as  the  printer  of 
the  Intelligencer  might  print  them,  or  any  one  else 
whom  we  might  order.  Thus  we  shall  have  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  additional  documents 
printed,  and  we  shall  have  to  pay  for  them  outof 
our  contingent  fund. 

Sir,  we  cannot  change  the  law.  The  printer  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  printer  of 
the  Senate  have  certain  rights  under  the  law,  to  be 
determined  by  theSuperintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing. If  we  incorporate  in  our  resolution  an  order 
that  these  documents  shall  be  printed  by  the  printer 
of  the  Herald,  or  the  printer  of  the  Star,  or  any- 
body else,  we  cannot  take  away  the  right  which 
the  law  gives  to  the  public  printer.  Then,  if  our 
officers  go  on  and  obey  our  resolution,  the  result 
is,  as  I  said  before,  that  we  shall  have  an  addi- 
tional number  of  this  document.  We  shall  have 
seventy-five  thousand  instead  of  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred;  and  we  shall  have  to  pay  for 
thirty-seven  thousand  fivehundredout  of  our  con- 
tingent fund,  in  additionto  paying  for  thirty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  from  the  Treasury.  It  is 
therefore  a  mistake  to  say  that  this  will  not  cost 
us  any  more. 

I  take  it  that  this  position  I  assume  cannot  be 
disputed.  This  law,  I  repeat,  confers  rights  upon 
the  printers  of  both  Houses.  Those  rights  are 
fixed  and  determined,  so  soon  as  the  Superintend- 
ent acts;  and  the  terms  of  our  resolutions  cannot 
deprive  any  one  of  rights  vested  by  law.  If  we 
order  the  document  to  be  printed,  the  Superin- 
tendent determines  who  shall  print  it.  We  can- 
not change  the  law.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to 
change  it.  But  if  the  argument  of  the  other  side 
be  right,  there  was  no  necessitv  for  our  amend- 
ment to  the  deficiency  bill.  We  undertook  by 
that  amendment  so  to  change  the  law  as  to  pay  for 
extra  composition.  Now  we  can  as  well  change 
it,  and  do  change  it,  by  this  resolution;  and  if  the 
argument  be  sound,  we  do  not  need  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  other  House  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  at  all,  to  change  the  law.  That 
argument,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  bear 
examination. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  wish  the  Senator  to  answer 
this  areument,  if  he  can.  The  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Car- 


olina, and,  as  I  understand,  it  was  conceded  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  is,  that  the 
Senate  have  a  right  to  order  any  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed,  and  to  direct  that  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed  by  whom  they  please.  Now,  the 
Senator  says  he  number  so  printed  under  the 
order  of  the  Senate  would  have  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  The  Sena- 
tor must  further  concede  that  it  is  not  obligatory 
upon  theSenateto  order  any  number  to  be  printed 
at  all,  and  therefore  if  they  do  not  take  action 
under  the  general  power  which  they  have  under  th« 
law  of  1M52,  there  is  nothing  for  the  public  printer 
to  do.  They  have  ordered  no  part  of  the  docu- 
ment to  be  printed  which-will  come  within  that 
view.  According  to  the  Senator's  own  argument, 
if  he  is  right  in  the  law,  (which  I  humbly  con- 
ceive he  is  not,)  the  number  we  order  for  our- 
selves would  be  printed  by  our  own  printer,  and 
we  should  have  to  pay  for  it  out  of  this  fund;  but 
i  say  it  would  not  be  an  additional  number. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator  asks  me  to  an- 
swer the  argument  if  I  can.  Now,  sir,  I  may  be 
exceedingly  confident — not  in  my  own  power,  but 
in  the  reason  of  the  case.  I  will,  however,  state 
my  proposition  in  a  few  words;  snd  I  hope  oo 
clearly  that  the  Senator  cannot  misunderstand  me. 
The  law  of  the  United  States  has  provided  for  the 
election  of  a  public  primer,  and  it  has  provided 
that  when  he  is  elected,  he  shall  do  all  the  printing 
for  both  Houses  of  Congrexs,  and  for  the  Execu- 
tive Departments.  That  is  the  law.  That  being 
the  law,  I  ask  where  the  power  rests — in  the  Sen- 
ate, «r  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stales — to  divert  that  printing  to  somebody  else? 
Is  there  any  such  power  ? 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  Does  the  law  say  <•  all  the 
printing?" 

Mr.  STUART.  The  law  says  that  all  the  public 
priming  shall  be  done  by  the  public  printer,  and 
each  House  is  to  elect  a  public  primer.  The  two 
Houses  may  elect  the  same  printer,  or  they  may 
elect  different  ones.  If  two  are  elected,  these  two 
are  to  do  all  the  public  printing.  Now,  do  they 
not  have  a  right  to  that  printing,  the  moment  (he 
House  orders  any  public  printing,  and  the  moment 
the  Senate  orders  any  public  printing?  Does  il 
not  go  immediately  to  these  persons  under  the  law, 
and  is  there  any  power  to  divert  it  from  them  ? 

Mr.  PRAT"!'.  Did  not  the  Senator  conrede 
that  we  had  a  right  to  order  whomever  we  pleased 
to  print  anything  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  stated  my  proposition 
three  or  four  times  already,  but  I  will  state  it 
again,  so  that  I  cannot  be  misunderstood.  I  say, 
that  if  the  Senate,  in  ordering  the  printing  of  this 
document,  goes  on  to  say  that  it  shall  be  primed 
by  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  it  is  an  additional 
number  to  be  printed  beyond  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  If  the  House  printer  is  entitled  to  this  print- 
ing, without  these  words  beinir  inserted  in  the 
resolution,  he  will  print  these  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  additional  copies  under  that 
law,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  him. 
Then,  I  say,  if  the  Senate  printer  prints  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  also,  he  does  it  under 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  not  under  the 
law,  and  is  to  be  paid  for  it  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Senate.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  direct  printine  to 
be  done  by  anybody  else,  so  as  to  affect  the  rights 
of  the  public  printers  under  the  law.  Suppose  we 
order  ten  thousand  copies  of  a  document  to  be 
printed  by  the  printer  of  the  New  York  Herald; 
the  moment  we  order  this,  it  gives  to  the  printer 
of  Congress  a  right  to.  print  the  same  number, 
because  the  law  gives  it  to  him.  He  can  print  it; 
he  will  print  it;  and  it  will  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  We  can  have  the 
same  number  primed  by  the  primer  of  the  Herald, 
and  pay  him  tor  it  also;  and  that  is  this  case  pre- 
cisely. If  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  as  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  obey  our 
resolution,  and  have  this  printing  done  through  the 
medium  of  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Superintendent  shall  determine  that  he  is  not  enti- 
tled to  it,  the  House  primer  will  take  his  pay  for 
it  under  the  law,  and  will  print  the  document. 
We  cannot  avoid  it  by  any  action  of  ours.  It  is 
for  this  reason,  and  this  reason  alone,  that  i  am 
opposed  to  the  reconsideration;  for,  as  between 
these  printers,  I  beg  leave  to  say  now,  once  and 
forever,  that  I  have  no  choice  at  all.  I  care  not, 
individually,  who  does  the  printing;  but  t  have 
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•ome  care  that  w«  do  not  pay  twiea  for  printing  a 
document  when  we  do  not  intend  to  pay  for  it  but 
once. 

Mr.  OWIN.  What  i«  the  reaolution?  leit 
proposed  that  the  printer  of  the  Senate  shall  print 
these  extra  numbers? 

Mr.  BADGER.    The  motion  is  to  neonsider. 

Mr.  OWIN.    For  that  purpose ) 

Mr.  BROOHBAD.  To  make  this  resolution 
read  the  earae  as  the  resolution  of  the  House,  onlv 
striking  out  the  words  "  printer  of  the  House," 
and  inserUng  <*  printer  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  on  the  31st  of 
March  last  the  Senate  ordered  this  document, 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said,  to  be  printed, 
and  after  that  order  was  issued  it  was  transmitted, 
according  to  law,  to  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing, and  handed  by  him  to  the  printer  of  the 
House,  and  he  has  printed  the  document,  so  that 
it  is  entirely  out  of  the  control  of  the  Senate. 
We  hare  no  further  control  over  it.  This  is  a 
motion  to  print  an  extra  number  of  that  document, 
which  has  already  been  printed  by  the  printer  of 
the  House.  That  document  has  passed  from  the 
hands  of  the  Senate.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer  who  is  declared  by  the  law  to  l>e  entitled 
to  it,  and  he  is  the  printer  of  the  House.         / 

Mr.  BROOHEAO.  My  friendfrom  California, 
I  think,  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  fact. 
The  mechanical  branch  of  the  Patent  Office  report 
came  here  a  long  lime  ago,  but  the  agricultural 
part  did  not  come  till  recently,  and  therefore  I 
take  it  for  granted  it  cannot  bs  printed  already. 

Mr.  OWIN.  1  am  not  mistaken.  The  order 
to  print  this  very  document  war  made  by  the 
Senate  on  the  31st  of  March,  and  it  is  printed. 

Mr.  BROOHEAD.    Not  for  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OWIN.    Yes,  sir,  for  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  will  read  the  resolution 
of  the  House:  "  That  there  be  printed  by  the 
printer  of  the  House,  one  hundred  thousand  extra 
numbers  of  the  agricultural  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,"  &e, 

Mr.  OWIN.  That  is  an  order  for  "extra 
numbers."  I  spoke  of  the  printing  of  the  docu- 
ment— the  original  document.  W«  ordered  that 
to  be  printed  on  the  Slat  of  March. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Why,  then,  is  this  now 
proposed  ? 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  is  now  proposed  to  provide 
for  the  printing  of  extra  numbers  of  that  docu- 
ment; but  it  has  already  been  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  of  the  House. 
If  we  order  this  printing  to  be  done  by  any  printer 
but  he  who  has  the  original  document  to  print, 
we  shall  have  to  pay  both  fur  it.  The  original 
document  is  out  of  our  possession.  It  wad,  ac- 
cording to  law,  transmitted  to  the  Superintendent, 
and  by  him  delivered  to  the  printer  of  the  House, 
as  he  had  a  right  to  deliver  it.  The  question  is 
now  whether  we  shall  print  an  extra  number  of 
that  document.  That  is  the  precise  question.  The 
document  is  printed.  The  original  was  handed 
to  the  printer  of  the  House,  set  up,  and  printed, 
and  now  we  are  asked  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  that  document.  If  we  order  any  other  printer 
to  do  it  but  the  one  who  did  the  original  printing, 
we  do  it  outside  of  the  law,  becouss  oar  power  is 
exhausted.  The  document  has  gone  to  the  hands 
of  the  printer.  We  have  no  control  over  it,  and 
cannot  have  any  control  over  it.  If  we  order  any 
one  else  to  do  it,  ws  pay  him  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  as  the  Senator  from  Michigan  says,  because 
the  document  has  passed  from  our  control.  Ws 
may  adopt  as  many  resolutions  as  we  please,  but 
we  cannot  get  hold  of  it,  nor  can  the  Secretary. 
If  you  were  to  ask  him  for  it,  he  would  tell  you 
that  it  had  gone  long  ago  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing,  and  been  handed  over  by  him  to  the 
printer  entitled  to  it  bj  law. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Oalifornia  a  question.  He  says  that  if  we  order 
this  printing  to  be  done  b^any  one  but  the  public 

rrinter,  we  must  pay  for  it  out  of  our  own  funds, 
want  to  know  hov  we  can  order  it  to  be  printed 
by  anybody  else )  The  printing  must  be  done  by 
the  public  printer.  If  we  order  it  to  bs  done  by 
any  one  else  we  cannot  pay  for  it. 
•  Mr.  GWIN.  There  are  two  printers,  one  for 
the  Senate  and  one  for  the  House.  I  say  that  if  we 
order  this  printing  to  be  done  by  any  one  but  the 
printer  to  whom  the  document  nas  already  been 
transmitted  by  the  Superintendent— the  pnnter  of 


the  Houss — we  have  to  pay  for  it  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

Mr.  TOOCEY.  I  have  myssif  given  no  atten- 
tion to  this  question  until  the  present  moment;  but 
I  find  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  1853, 
it  is  directed,  that  when  "  any  document  shall  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  both  Houses  ofCongress, 
the  entire  printing  of  such  document  shall  be  done 
by  the  printer  of  that  House  which  first  ordered 
the  same."  Now,  this  document  has  been  ordered 
to  be  printed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  as  I 
understand.  If  so,  the  law  is  clear  and  unequivo- 
cal that  "the  entire  printing  of  such  document 
shall  bs  done  by  the  printer  of  that  House  which 
first  ordered  the  same."  Until  this  law  be  re- 
pealed, I  deny  that  either  branch  of  Congress  can 
make  an  order  for  printing  which  is  contrary  to 
its  terms.  I  do  not  understand  thateither  branch 
ofCongress  can  repeal  a  law,  or  make  an  order  in 
opposition  to  a  law  while  that  law  remaine  in 
force.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  room  for  any 
doubt  on  this  question.  Here  is  a  document. 
Whether  it  is  part  of  one  report,  or  part  of  an- 
other, it  is  a  document.  It  haa  been  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the 
law  declares  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms,  by 
whom  the  printing  shall  be  done.  The  law  makes 
the  order  as  long  as  it  stands  upon  the  statute- 
book  unrepealed ;  and  for  one  1  hold  the  supremacy 
of  the  law  over  a  resolution  of  either  branch  of 
Congress. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  navs, 
upon  the  motion  to  reconsider,  resulted — yeas  21, 
jiays  16;  as  follows: 

YEA8— Messn.  AtchlMin,  Badger,  Btodbtad,  Brown, 
Dswmn,  FIsti,  PmM,  GiUetle,  Huoler,  James,  Jonea  or 
TenneaKe,  MsHorr,  Mason,  Prail,  Roik,  Sawanl,  Somner, 
Tbompua  of  Keaiucky,  Toomkt,  tVs4e>  aa4  WeUer— 

ai. 

NATS— Menr*.  Adami,  Allen,  Benjamin,  Can,  Clajr, 
Dodieer  WlKonrin,  Evans,  Piispatrick,  Owin,  Htmlln, 
Noriit,  Peuil,  SUdatl,  Bman,  Toaeejr,  and  Walker— 18. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  question  recurred  on  agreang  to  the  resolu- 
tion, as  follows: 

Oritni,  Thil  Uiere  be  prtntad,  Ibr  tba  nn  oftbe  Senate, 
iMrtjr-nven  tbouaand  five  hundred  iddillonal  copies  of 
Ibbagricaliani  porttoaorifee  Patni  Offlea  report,  wtttaike 
nUuea  lecompanytnf  ibe  ume  i  five  Hionasnd  of wUoh  aball 
be  forihe  nae  of  ibe  Patent  Office.         '>' 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  now  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  inssrting,  after  the  word  "  printed," 
the  words,  ■*  by  the  printar  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  OWIN.  Was  there  not  a  law  paased  at 
the  last  Congress,  that  one  House  shoula  have  no 
right  to  order  the  printing  of  a  book  to  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  ? 

Mr.  B  A  DOER.    Except  poblie  doeumsnta. 

Mr.  OWIN.  Can  ws  order  a  public  doeumant 
to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  contingent  fond ) 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  provuion  of  the  act  to 
which  the  Senator  rrfera,  is  that  neither  Houae 
aholl  distributs  to  Ibe  msmbn  of  that  House  any 
books,  oxeapt  public  documents,  unless  an  appro- 
priation be  first  made.' 

Mr.  GWIN.  This  is  a  doeament  ordered  with- 
out authority  of  law,  if  we  order  it  to  be  printed 
by  ths  printer  of  tba  Senate;  and  it  is  to  bs  paid 
for  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  It  is  eleariy  out 
of  ths  power  of  tha  SanoM  to  order  it  to  be  dons 
outside  the  printing  act.  I  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  and  I  ask  for  the  y«aa  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  HAMLtN.  I  heps  lb*  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  OWIN.  I  will  withdraw  it  to  accommo- 
date the  Senator;  but  I  really  wish  to  stop  dsbato. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  asked  the  Senator  to  with- 
draw the  molton  oimply  for  this  rssson:  I  apprs- 
hend  that  this  vote  will  of  itssif  bs  a  nullity,  and 
be  treated  as  sneh  by  ths  Soporintsodsat  of  Public 
Printing.  I  have  no  doubt  bs  will  ao  treat  it;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  wt  do  not  pass  the  vote  to 
print  the  extra  number,  we  stall  not  have  it.  If 
we  paaa  this  rssohition^whieh  I  wiU  not  voto  for 
— ordering  this  additional  number  to  be  printed 
by  the  printer  of  the  Senate,  I  apprehend  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  will  go  on  and 
execute  the  order  just  so  for  as  it  is  lawfol;  and 
where  it  is  unlawful  1  apprahend  he  wiU  not  vio- 
Iste  his  oath  of  office.  We  have  ordered  iMs  doc- 
ument to  be  printed.  It  has  been  sent  to  iIm  Su- 
perintendent of  Printing,  and  ha  has  sent  it  to  lbs 
printer  of  ths  Houss,  and  it  Ims  boon  printed. 
Now,  ondor  ths  law,  if  ws  pass  on  ordsr  for  print- 


ing the  extra  numbers,  the  printer  of  the  Housa 
will  get  it.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Superintendent 
will  carry  out  the  law;  therefore  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution  being  passed,  but  I  shall  not 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow  tba 
Superintendent  to  construe  his  own  duty;  and  1 
hope  officers  of  the  Government  will  not  be  in- 
vited to  disregard  what  action  may  be  taken  by  ths 
Senate,  or  the  two  Houees  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  say,  then,  that  I  under- 
stand the  Superintendent  to  Bay  such  is  bis  view 
of  the  law,  and  such  will  be  his  action. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Then  I  understend  tha 
Superintendent  to  deliver  his  judgment  in  advance, 
and  have  it  announced  here  on  the  floor  of  ths 
Senate  to  influence  our  votes. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    Not  ai  all. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  renew  the  motion  which 
was  made  by  the  Senator  from  Calitomia,  to  lay 
the  resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table;  and 
on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yess  9,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MeAra.  Adauia,  ClajTi  Fiupauick,  Qwin,  Nor- 
rla,  Prail,  Stidell,  TwMnbs,  and  Walker— 9. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Aikn,  Alchimn,  Badger,  Brodhead, 
Blown,  Caaa,  Oawaon,  Bvaaa,  PUb,  Foot,  Oillene.  Ham- 
lin, Hunter,  Jamea,  Jonea  of  Tenne^aea,  Mallory,  Maion, 
Snik,  Sebaatiu,  Beward,  Stuarl,  Sumner,  Tbumpaon  of 
Kentucky,  Toucey,  Wade,  and  Waller— SB. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  consent  to  alter  the  clause  giving  five 
thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office,  by  re- 
ducing the  number  to  two  thousand  five  hundrsd. 
The  House  has  already  provided  for  giving  ten 
thousand  to  the  Patent  Office.  I  do  not  see  that 
they  need  fifteen  thousand. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  They  ask  for  twenty-fiv* 
thousand. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Thay  might  oak  for  ons  hun- 
dred thousand>  but  we  should  not  be  bound  to  give 
it  to  them. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Then  I  will  move  to  strike 
out  five  thousand,  and  insert  two  thousand  fiva 
hundred,  if  that  be  agreeable  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Let  ue  have  one  amendment  at  a 
time.  I  ask  for  the.  yeas  and  nays  on  inserting 
the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  tha  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  oriati. 

Mr. TOUCEY.  Ihavegiven  no  attention  to  the 
controversy  that  has  arisen,  as  to  which  printer  >• 
entitled  to  print  this  document.  I  have  not  investi- 
gated the  eubject,  nor  formed  any  opiiiion  upon  it. 
The  vote  1  have  given,  and  the  vote  I  shall  give, 
is  upon  the  ground  merely  that  the  Uw  which  ws 
passed  in  1853,  direcU,  unequivocally,  hy  whom 
every  public  document,  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
both  Houses  uf  Congress,  shall  be  primed.  This 
document  is  ordered  to  be  printed  by  both  Houss* 
of  Congress,  and  the  law  applies  directly  to  the 
question  who  shall  print  it.  1  deny  that  either 
House  has  the  power  to  direct  it  to  be  printed  bv 
any  one  else.  When,  therefore,  without  repeal* 
ing  that  law,  vou  underteke  here  to  authorise  any- 
thing to  be  done  which  is  in  conflict  with  it,  I 
think  the  order  is  without  authority,  and  is  void. 
If  1  am  right  in  my  premises,  I  think  my  conciu- 
aion  is  inevitable;  and  I  have  not  understood  any 
Senator  to  stete  different  premises  from  what  t 
have.  For  this  rsaaon,  I  shall  vote  against  tha 
amendment.  If  the  amendment  directe  the  print- 
ing to  be  done  by  the  officer  who  is  entitled  to  do 
the  printing,  it  is  superfluous.  If  it  direeu  it  to 
be  done  by  a  printer  who  is  not  entitled  to  print  it, 
then  it  is  m  conflict  with  this  law.  Now  I  con- 
fess, for  one,  that  I  deem  it  of  the  higheat  import- 
ance, not  only  in  Congress,  but  in  ths  country, 
that  the  laws  should  be  obeyed. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nayaon 
the  amendment,  reaulted — yeaa  33,  nay*  11;  a* 
follows: 

YEAS— Meaars.  Allea,  Alcklsnn,  Bsdier,  Biodbeed, 
Brown,  Daw84ia,  Evans,  Fish,  Foot,  OiMeue,  Hnnier, 
Jonea  of  Tenneaaee,  Mnlfory,  Maaon,  Prail,  Kuak.  Sebas- 
tian, Seward,  Sumner,  Tbompaon  of  Kentucky,  Toomba, 
Wade,  nod  Wellei^-S3. 

NAYS— Maear*.  Adane,  Cssa,  Clay,  FIMpntrieh,  Owin, 
Hamlin,  Noriis,  Slidell,  Stiian,  Touecy,  and  Walker— 11. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  it  be  the  general  aense 
of  the  Senate  that  five  thousand  is  too  large  a  num- 
ber to  be  given  to  the  Patent  Office  for  diatribotion 
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by  it,  I  will  move  to  reduce  the  number  to  two 
thousand  five  liundred. 

Several  Se;jators.     Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Several  Senators  around 
me  say  I  had  better  leave  it  aa  it  is;  1  will  not, 
therefore,  move  the  amendment, 

Mr.  STUART.  I  should  like  to  have  the  reso- 
lulion  amended ,  so  as  to  increase  the  whole  number 
to  be  priiittd.  It  was  ihe  intenlion,  I  understand, 
of  the  committee,  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Fitzpatrick]  prevailed,  in- 
creasing the  amount  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Patent  Office  to  five  thousand,  to  ask  that 
the  whole  number  be  increased  to  forty  thousand. 
I  move,  tlierefore,  to  strike  out  "  thirty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred"  and  insert  "  forty  thou- 
sand." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being;  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended: 

Ordrred,  Thai  iherr  be  printed  by  the  printer ofthe  Sen- 
ate forty  Ihourinnd  lUdilional  copies  of  Uio  a$;rlcullural 
portion  or  the  Patent  OtTtce  report,  with  Iht;  plates  accnm- 
paiiyinv  the  same,  five  thousand  of  which  shall  he  tor  the 
use  ofthe  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  were  ordered,  and  taken  with  the 
following  result: 

Vn.VS— M,--jra.  Alleu,  Atchison,  Bndjer,  nrodhead, 
Brown,  Dawson,  OoukIos,  Kvans.  Fish,  Koni,  Gillt^tle, 
Hunter,  Jones  of  Ten[it.-s<-<'.MaIlory,MJwon,  I'eUit,  Pratt, 
Kuslt.  Reward,  Hnmner,  Thurnpson  of  Kcnrucky,  Wade, 
and  We.ller— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  nenjamlii,  Cass.  Clay,  Filzpal- 
rick,  Hamlin,  Norris,  Slidell.  Smart,  Toombs,  Toucey, and 
Walker-12. 

So  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
GOLD  COINAGE. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  to  take  up  the  bill  which 
has  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  gold  pieces  of  the 
▼alue  respectively  of  ten  eagles  and  five  eagles, 
and  for  other  purposes."  It  is  important  that  it 
should  be  acted  upon  at  once. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia now,  when  we  are  engaged  in  this  business 
of  printing,  will  allow  us  to  dispose  of  another 
resolution  which  is  also  pending  on  a  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  GWIN.  We  are  wasting  more  time  on 
these  resolutions  than  they  are  all  worth.  The 
measure  which  I  propose  to  take  up  is  of  some 
notional  importance  to  the  country,  and  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  permit  me  to  have  it  acted  upon.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Trensury  is  anxious  that  it  should 
be  pussed. 

Mr.  BAUGER.  Will  the  Senatorfrom  Michi- 
gan state  what  resolution  it  is  he  wishes  to  have 
called  up? 

Mr.  STtJ.'VRT.     It  is  in  relation  to  the  printing 
document  called  the  Compendium  of  theCen 


of 


sus.  The  resolution  was  passed  by  ihe  Senate 
some  three  or  four  months  since,  but  it  has  been 
tied  up  by  a  mobon  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  GVVIN.     I  think  there  will  be  no  opposi- 
tion to  my  bill;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  take  ten  ' 
minutes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  read  i 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  there  may  be  coined  and  issued , 
by  the  Mint  of  the  United  Stales,  or  by  such  of 
the  branch  MintsastheSecretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  direct,  a  gold  coin  ofthe  weightof  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  eighty  grains,  of  the  value 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  another  of  the  weight 
of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  grains, 
of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars;  each  of  which  csins 
shall  be  of  the  standard  fineness  now  prescribed  by 
law  for  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  i 
shall  be  a  legal  tender,  and  shall  be  received  at 
their  respective  values,  as  established  by  the  bill, 
in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  United  States. 

It  also  proposes  to  enact  that  the  Director  of  the 
Mint,  in  the  regulations  he  is  authorized  to  make 
for  the  assay  office  in  New  York,  shall  place  de- 
positors of  gold  bullion  in  that  office  upon  the 
same  footing  as  depositors  of  gold  in  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  and  branches;  and  that  it  shall  beat 
the  option  of  persons  depositing  gold  or  silver  in 
bullion  or  in  foreign  coins  at  the  assay  office  in 
the  cily^of  New  York,  to  receive  the  Mint  value 
of  the  same,  either  in  refined  bars  or  in  bars  made 
from  the  identical  metal  without  refining;  but  in  I 


either  case  to  bear  a  stamp  of  the  weight,  fineness, 
and  Mint  value. 

It  further  proposes  to  repeal  all  laws  heretofore 
passed  which  autliorize  any  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coins  to  pass  current  as  money  and  to  be  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  debts. 

It  provides  that  the  Director  of  the  Mint  may, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations,  and  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  Secretary  of  the  | 
Treasury  shall  prescribe,  provide  for  striking 
medalu  for  such  States,  Territories,  etssociations, 
societies,  and  individuals,  as  the  rules  shall  in- 
clude, and  the  Director,  under  like  rules  and  regu- 
lations, shall  acquire  and  keep  a  collection  of  all 
medals  that  have  been  or  may  be  struck  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  the  Stales  or  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  all  such  as  may 
be  struck  ai  ihc  Mint  under  the  provision  hereof: 
Provided,  TliM  !i:l  expenses  incurred  on  account 
of  the  striking  of  such  medals  shall  be  paid  by 
the  said  States,  Territories, associations,  societies, 
and  individuals  respectively,  for  which  or  whom 
they  may  be  struck. 

The  bill  is  further  designed  to  authorize  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  appoint  an  As- 
sistant Director  ofthe  Mint,  at  an  annual  salary 
of  $2,500;  and  allow  the  clerks  in  the  Mint  an 
annual  salary  of  $1,S0U  each,  at'the  discretion  of 
the  officers  authorized  by  law  to  appoint,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President;  and  to  allow  to  the 
clerks  authorized  to  be  employed  in  the  branch 
Mint  in  California,  $3,000  a  year  each,  to  take 
elTect  from  and  after  the  first  of  July,  1854. 

It  also  provides  that  all  appointments  of  clerks 
and  assistants  authorized  to  be  employed  in  the 
offices  of  the  Assistant  Treasurers  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  offices  of  the  Mint  and  branches 
shall  respectively  be  made,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President,  by  the  Assistant  Treasurer  Di- 
rector, Superintendent,  and  Treasurers  ofthe  Mint 
and  branches,  as  the  case  may  be,  whose  bonds 
are  held  at  the  Treasury  Department  in  trust  for 
the  proper  and  faithful  performance  of  their  re- 
spective duties. 

Mr.  BENJA.MIN.  I  am  not  disposed  to  give 
my  vote  on  this  bill  at  this  moment.  It  was  only 
reported  on  the  23d  of  May.  It  certainly  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  very  important  bill,  i  have  been 
looking  over  some  of  its  provisions,  and  I  find 
that  it  makes  a  great  change  in  the  public  policy 
of  the  country;  and  I  should  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planations of  its  provisions,  in  order  to  vote  on  it 
understandingly.  I  find,  for  instance,  that  the 
sixth  section  proposes  to  repeal  nil  laws  hereto- 
fore passed  for  authorizing  any  foreign  gold  or 
silver  coin  to  be  passed  current  as  money,  and  be 
receivable  in  payment  of  debts.  I  do  not  know 
for  what  reason  the  Committee  on  Finance  has 
report!  d  th  it  srition.  I  find  numerous  other  sec- 
tions increasing  the  salaries  of  diflerent  public 
officers,  makirii!  some  changes  in  relation  to  the 
mode  nf  appointment  of  clerks  and  assistants,  and 
ditferent  pioii.-iiuns  of  the  bill,  which  I  have  not 
yet  bad  time  even  to  read.  The  bill  has  only  been 
five  or  SIX  days  printed.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  upon  it  now.  If,  however,  the  Senator  from 
California  can  explain  it,  and  satisfy  me  in  relation 
to  it,  1  shall  be  quite  pleased  to  withdraw  my 
request  for  delay. 

Mr.  GWIN.  All  the  provisions  alluded  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana  were  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  at  his  request  ex- 
amined by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  report- 
ed unanimously  by  that  committee.  The  original 
proposition  referred  to  the  committee,  was  only  as 
to  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  large  coins,  pro- 
vided for  by  this  bill.  That  question  was  present- 
ed by  a  memorial  of  bankers  and  merchants  of 
San  Francisco,  asking  for  large  coins  for  that  place. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  a  |)roper  time,  and  a  proper  occasion, 
to  make  these  other  and  necessary  alterations,  j 
The  bill  was  prepared  at  the  Department,  and  sent  . 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  after  full  consulta- 
tion with  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  The  altera- 
tions slated  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  have 
been  fully  digested  by  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  1  have  no  doubt  that  every  provision  in 
the  bill  is  useful  und  important.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  we  ought  to  banish  foreign  coin  from  our  cur- 
rency. Gold  i.s  one  ofthe  products  of  the  coun- 
try.   We  produce  a  huodretl  mtiliona  of  gold 


annually.  We  have  Mints  all  over  our  country. 
We  have  enough  coin  of  our  own.  We  do  not 
want  to  drive  any  but  foreign  coinage  out  of  the 
country.  It  is  worn  out,  and  not  of  its  full  value. 
The  Mint  has  full  capacity  to  coin  enough  for  all 
the  u*es  of  the  country.  Every  provision  of  the 
bill  has  been  carefully  examined  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  sent  to  the  committee  for 
their  nppriibation. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow  this 
bill  to  go  over.  There  are  some  provisions  in  it 
which  I  should  like  to  examine;  but  if  he  does  not 
consent  to  have  it  postponed,  I  will  now  move  an 
amendment  to  the  fifth  section. 

Several  Memdiirs.     Let  the  bill  go  over. 

Mr.  GWIN.     I  have  no  objection  now. 

Mr.  M  ASON.  I  move  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
with  a  view  that  we  may  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  to  be  the  understanding  that  we  are 
to  go  on  to-morrow  with  this  bill? 

Mr.  GWIN.  Certainly;  it  will  be  the  oafis- 
ished  business. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  had  supposed  that  to-aor- 
row  we  should  go  on  with  the  veto  message. 

Mr.  GWIN.  We  can  go  on  with  this  bHl  in 
the  morning.  It  will  not  interfere  with  the  veto 
message,  of  course. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  M.\SON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busineu; 
and ,  aAer  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  May  29,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  lo.  PrmjtT 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  busineea  first 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  re- 
ported on  Friday  from  the  Joint  Committee  oo 
Printing. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  REESE.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  quettioo. 
A  motion  was  made  on  the  7ih  of  last  month,  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  HAVE>:,]to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  (No.  25G)  "  for  the  relief  of  th,e  West  Fe- 
liciana Railroad  and  the  Georgia  Railroad  and 
Banking  Companies"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.  I  desire  now  to  call  up  that 
motion  to  reconsider,  for  the  purpose  of  baring  it 
acted  upon  by  the  House.  My  object  is  to  have 
the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia cannot  take  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  calling  up  that  motion; 
not,  at  least,  until  the  Chair  has  heard  what  propo- 
sition the  gentleman  from  Virginia  hets  to  make. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVE  CASE  IN  BOSTON. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  oflfer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved.  That  the  Conrtmittee  on  (he  Juificiiry  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  facts  connected  wifti  o..*  tfr-f^nx 
dealli  of  James  itatehi^lder,  a  deputy  marshal  r 
Slates,  who,  it  is  alleged,  was  imirdfrfd  on 
whit.sl  erigsjp-d  in  enforcing  a  law  of  ih.'  I':, 
violent  and  treasonable  mnh  in  theeir. 
they  hnd,  as  reponed,  that  he  was  kill< .: 

formance  of  this  patrtoOc  dniy,  and  liu..  .^ ... : 

children,  that  they  further  be  instructed  tu  rrpurl  a  WiJ 
tnakilig  some  proper  and  liberal  provision  for  their  rrlief. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  object  to  that  resolutk>n. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  if  he  has  any  information  that 
the  Administration  cannot  execute  tiie  law.' 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  The  resolution  is  only  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  widow  and  children  of  the  deputy 
marshal  who  has  been  killed. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  1  hope  the  rules  wiU  not 
be  suspended. 
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Mr.  OtDDINGS.  If  it  i«  th«  intention  of  the 
gentleman  to  debate  the  resolution, I  hope  the  rules 
will  be  Buspended,  and  that  we  may  all  have  a 
hand  in  the  diacuosion. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  that  motion  in  order? 
The  yens  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  does  not  alter  the  case 
at  all.  The  House  have  only  determined  that 
when  they  take  the  question  they  will  take  it  by 
yeas  end  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Farlbt'i 
motion;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

[Mr.  GREEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  back  as  correctly  enrolled  the  fol- 
lowing bill;  which  thereupon  received  the  siena- 
ture  of  the  Speaker:  An  act  to  organize  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.] 
'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  lo 
•ospend  the  rules;  and  there  were — yeas  55,  nays 
51;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Memn.  Aiken,  Jainei  C.  Allen,  Ashe,  Bait)', 
Bococic,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Caruihers,  Cbaatsin,  Cbrlomaii, 
Cobb, Cox,  Cutting,  Dunbar,  Cdinund80a,Jobn  H.  Elliott, 
Eltaeridn,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Olddingi,  Greenwood,  Wi- 
ley P.  Harris,  Henn,  Bill,  Hillyer,  Roland  Jonn,  Ketr, 
Lamb,  Leteher,  McDougall,  McMullin,  McNtir,  May.Mnr- 
decai  Oliver,  Orr,  John  Perkini,  Phelpa,  Powell,  Robblnn, 
BuAn,  eeymour,  Shaw,  Shower,  8in|ie(on,  VvUliam  B. 
Smith,  Frederick  P.  Sunion,  Richard  H.  Sianton,  Alexan- 
der H.  t-tnphenr,  Jnhn  J.  Taylor,  Vannnt,  Walbridce, 
Warrrn,  Daniel  B.  Wrtihl,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright— 55. 

NAYS — Meisrs.  Banka,  Campbell,  Chandler,  Corwin, 
Ottllom,  JnbiiO.  l)avl«,Thoma<  Davia,  Dean, Dick,  Dianey, 
Dram,  Eddy,  Ednands,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Blliaon,  Farley, 
Flagler,  Falier,  Aaron  Harlan,  Hendrickf.Joh  nion ,  Qeorge 
W.  Jones,  Knox,  Latham,  McCulIocb,  Meacham,  Middle- 
■wanh,  Smith  Miller,  Nichols,  Norton,  Parker,  Peckham,i 
Pennington,  Pringle,  Reese,  David  Ritchie,  Russell,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Genit  Sniih,  George  W.  Bmyth,  SitaiKm,  Andrew 
Stuart,  Jnhn  h.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Troul,  Upbam,  Vail, 
Walley,  Tappan  Wentwocth,  and  Yatea— 51. 

The  SPEAKER.    No  quorum  voting. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  LETCHER  said:  In  voting  to  suspend  the 
rules,  I  do  not  mean  lo  be  understood  as  commit- 
ting myself  in  any  way  to  the  civil  pension  sys- 
tem, which  the  conclusion  of  the  resolution  indi- 
cates. I  vote  for  it  because  I  desire  to  ascertain, 
in  a  reliable  form,  the  facts  connected  with  the 
outrage. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana,  said:  On  Uie  stune 
principle  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
bases  his  vole  1  vote  aye. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE,  who  was  not  in  the 
Hall  when  his  name  was  called,  said:  1  do  not 
know  a  resolution  for  which  I  would  sooner  vote. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Thinking  the  whole  matter 
a  humbug,  1  vole  no. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  did  not  bear  my  aame  called, 
and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  was  in  the  bar  or 
not.    I  would  like  to  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

rCries  of  "Agreed  I"  "Agreed !"] 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Henm]  will  be 
allowed  to  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  desire  to  offer  a  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move,  then,  thatthe  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  on  the 
demand  for  tellers  upon  adjournment. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  called  for  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  ThcChairdid  not  recognize 
the  gentleman  frotn  Indiana,  nor  did  he  hear  him 
make  the  demand  for  tellers. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  call  for 
tellers  umn  the  yeas  and  nays? 

The  SiPEAKER.  Only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Objection  was  made  by  several  gentlemen. 

Upon  the  motion  to  adjourn  tellers  were  ordered ; 
and  Messrs.  Campibll  and  CniTi(  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  37,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     WonW  it  be  in  order  id 


move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not  be,  unless  there 
is  a  quorum  present.  The  Chair  will  proceed  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  a  quorum. 

Afler  a  count,  it  appeared  inat  one  hundred  and 
twenty  gentlemen  were  ascertained  to  be  in  the 
Hall. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  withdraw  roy  motion  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  call  for  the 
r^ular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness, as  announced  by  the  Chair  this  morning,  is 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

Mr.  STANTON,  (interrupting.)  Then  I  hope 
that  matter  will  be  taken  up  now. 

The  SPEAKER,  (continuing.)  But  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  that  is  the  regular  order  of 
business,  it  is  also  in  order  to  move  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
.and  that  motion  has  been  submittsd  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  [Mr.  HonsTON,] 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  was  not  aware,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  that  motion  had  been  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  immediately 
pending  is  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  admis- 
sion of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  OLDS,    i  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  state  his  privileged  question. 
>    Mr.  OLDS.    I  move  that  whan  the  House  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  On  that  motion  1  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Oldi,]  and  to  the  House, 
that  a  joint  resolution  is  proposed  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Senate  for  a  6nal  adjournment  of  both 
Houses  on  the  3d  of  July;  and  if  we  go  away 
this  week,  we  will  only  have  three  weeks  more 
left  to  transact  all  the  business  before  us. 

Mr,  ORR.  Oh,  they  hare  no  notbn  of  adjoum- 
iog  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  we  adjourn  ov«r,  the 
deficiency  bill  cannot  be  got  at  till  next  week. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Well,  then,  I  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Ths  pending  question  now 
is  the  motion  to  suspend  the  nile^.  On  that  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  luiys  have  been  ordered,  and 
will  again  be  called. 

The  question  w«s  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  50,  nays  (>7,  (the  Chair 
voting  in  the  negative,  and  th us makingaquorum;) 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Meaara.  Abercmmbie,  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Alien, 
Willis  Allen,  AHhe,  Benton,  Bocock,  Uuyce,  Bridges, 
Bmoka,  Caruiher^,  Caskie,  Chantnin,  Cobb,  Cox,  Cutting, 
Dunbar,  Edaandaon,  John  M.  Entoit,  Elheridge,  Faulk- 
Dsr,  Fleniwa,  Oiddings,  Greenwood,  HenB,  Blllyer,  Kerr, 
Lamb,  Letcher,  McJ)oi^ll,  McMullin, McNalr,Maxwall, 
May,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  John  Perkins,  Ptir^lpi,  Phillips, 
Pmven,  Reese, Bobbtm,  Ruflln,  Seymour,  Bhaw,  Single- 
ton, WilUam  R.  Smilk,  Biehaid  H.  Staaton,  Alexander 
H.£t*plwna,  Vaosaol,  and  Walbridge— 50. 

NATS — Messrs.  Barksdale,  Barr.y,C;uupbell, Chandler, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Cnllom,  Curtis,  John  O.  Davis,  Tliomaa 
Davis,-  Dean,  Dick,  Disney,  Drum,  Dunham,  Eddy,  Ed- 
muds,  Thomaa  D.  EJIot,  BHiaon,  Farley,  FIsgler  Fuller, 
Goodrich,  Aaron  Harlan,  Hendricks,  Johoaon,  Geoiige  W. 
Jonea,  Knox,  Latham,  Maurice,  Meacham, Mlddleswarth, 
Smith  Miller,  Morrison,  Nichols,  Norton,  Olds,  Qrr,  Par- 
ker, Peek,  Peekhsm,  Peaaiagton,  Pringle,  David  Rneblp, 
Buaaell,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Shannon,  QtttH  SsaiUi.  Gauge  W. 
SniyUi,  HeatorL.  Stevena,  Siratton,  Andrew  Stnarl,  David 
Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Trout, 
Upham,  Vail,  Walley,  Tappan  Weniwurth,  Wmtbrook, 
WiMeler,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hsndrtck  B.  Wrigbt,  and 
Yaisa-<7. 

So  the  mlea  wera  not  aaspended. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  that  the  riiles 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union, 

Mr,  CAMPBELL,  I  wish  to  inqaire  whether 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  would  not  take  precedence  of 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  according  to  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  the  other  day,  which  was,  that 
the  Chair  should  ^nt  privileged  questions  in  the 
order  of  Ae  time  in  which  they  were  ■abmittfed. 


Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  desire  the  unanimoul 
consent  of  the  House,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment,  to 
take  from  the  table  the  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
J.  W.  Perry,  for  the  purpose  merely  of  having  it 
referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  firom  Cali- 
fornia, [Mr.  McDoncsALL,!  who  was  accommo- 
dating to  us  all  last  week,  desires  that  the  House 
do  now  go  Into  committee.  I  wish  to  s.iy  so  to  ths 
House  as  a  reason  why  I  do  not  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Max- 
well,] > 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  tK* 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union , 
(Mr,  BococK  in  the  chair,) 

THE  PACIFIC  BAILROAD  BILL- 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  before  tlw 
committee  is  the  special  order  of  the  House,  being 
House  bill  No.  295,  entitled  "  A  bill  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  railroad  and  telegraphic  eommunii^ 
tion  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  move  thatthe  first  reading  of  th« 
bill  be  dispensed  with. 

It  was  so  ordered;  and  ths  first  section  Of  tho' 
bill  received  a  second  reading. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Cd- 
ifornia  [Mr.  McDougall]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DRUM,  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia to  yield  to  ne  for  a  moment, 

Mr,  McDOUGALL.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  DRUM.  With  the  consent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  California,  I  desire  to  make  some  re- 
marks to  the  House  on  the  snbject  of  the  proposed' 
recommendations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  take  off  the  duty  upon  salt. 

[Mr,  Drcm  presented  his  remarks,  consistine 
principally  of  statistics,  which  will  be  published 
in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr,  McDOUGALL  saiil  the  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee has  been  postponed  from  time  to  time  with 
his  consent;  not,  however,  for  the  reason  that,  iii 
his  opinion,  it  was  of  less  importance  to  the  coun- 
try than  any  other  measure  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  Ths 
f)resent  measure  was,  in  his  judgment,  and  he  be- 
ieved  in  that  of  the  country,  the  most  important 
one  that  has  claimed  the  consideration  of  thia 
body.  In  peaceful  times,  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  He  therefore  asked 
a  calm  and  just  consideration  of  a  question  of  th* 
first  magnitude,  and  of  the  greatest  national  im- 
portance. There  was  not  merelj  a  political,  but 
a  commercial  and* general  n  ecessity  for  this  work. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  the  character  of  tha 
bill  reported  by  the  Select  Committee.  The  coni- 
mittee  met  for  two  months,  deliberating  with  great 
care  on  this  measure.  The  measure  matured  by 
them  was  now  under  consideration.  It  was  differ- 
ent in  its  features  fh>m  any  bill  heretofore  intro- 
duced in  Congress  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  to  the  Pacific,  He  repeated ,  the  provision* 
of  the  bin,  granting  lands  for  this  purpose,  art 
altogether  more  guaraed,  and  the  interests  of  Gov- 
ernment more  securely  protected,  than  in  any 
other  bill  yet  presented. 

He  argued  to  show  that,  even  according  to  the 
strict  construction  school,  grants  of  lands,  as 
guarded  in  this  bill,arecon»tttutional.  It  igabout 
two  thousand  miles  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Pacific  coaat.  At  present,  the  General  Govern- 
ment pays  J4,000,fl0fl  per  annum  for  the  trans- 
portation of  its  mails,  troops,  and  military  and 
navalstorestoCalirornia.  The  bill  nowundercon- 
slderation  jjroposes  to  perform,  not  semi-monthly, 
or  six  or  nine  months  trips,  as  now,  but  weekly 
tripe,  across  the  continent,  at  a  maximum  expense 
of  Jl,200,000— for  postal,  military,  and  naval  sup 
plies.  This  Government  will  thus  effect  a  great 
saving  in  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ftcilitiea 
affonled  in  the  calamity  of  war.  With  the  present 
means  of  communication,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  unable  to  maintain  or  afford  protection  to 
the  Pacific  coast.  If  the  Gfovernment  means  t* 
protect  that  coast,  it  must  build  a  railroad  to  tha 
Pacific, 

He  showed  the  commercial  advantages  which 
would  result  by  the  speedy  conveyance  of  mer- 
chandise from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Seventy  millions  of  dollars  are  annually  lou  by 
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the  present  deTioua  way  to  our  possessions  on  the 
Pacific.  He  entered  into  a  calculation  oT  the  ben- 
efits of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific,  saying  that  when 
completed,  there  will  be  an  immediate  saving  of 
over  forty-eight  millions  of  dollars  per  annum, 
equal  to  the  entire  annual  expenditures  of  the 
General  Government.  In  conclusion,  he  said  that 
the  entire  country  demand  the  construction  of  this 
road;  social  and  political  necessity  demands  it. 
Whether  or  not  it  shall  he  built  by  this  Congress, 
the  time  will  come  when  the  road  must  be  con- 
structed. 

Mr.  YATES.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
desire  to  offer. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  has  not 
the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  1  yielded  to  my  friend 
from  Illinois  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  YATES.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment, 
with  a  view  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia to  conclude  his  speech,  and  for  no  other 
purpose. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Under  the  circumstances, 
the  amendment  will  be  received. 
..  It  is  as  follows: 

Birike  out  "  Hneen,"  in  tlie  eighth  line,  and  insert 
"•iiicen." 

Here  the  committee  rose  informally,  and  the 
Speaker  having  taken  the  chair,  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Senate  by  the  hands  of  Asbdrt 
DicKiNS,  Esq  ,  its  Secretary,  announcing  that  the 
Senate  had  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  defi- 
ciency bill,  had  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 
the  House  to  said  amendments,  and  asked  for  a 
committee  of  conference  upon  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  House 
insist  on  its  own  amendments,  and  on  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  that 
•  committee  of  conference  be  appointed. 
,  Mr.  WALSH.     I  object. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Oh,f  hope  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  will  withdraw  that  objection.  It  will 
avoid  the  necessity  which  I  should  otherwise  be 
under,  of  moving  that  the  committee  rise,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  me  to  submit  the  motion. 

The  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  then  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Califor- 
nia to  yield  me  the  floor,  that  I  may  make  a  motion 
that  the  committee  rise.  1  desire,  when  we  get 
into  the  House,  to  submit  the  motion  which  I 
submitted  informally  a  few  minutes  since. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  1  must  decline  to  yield. 
I  shall  be  through  in  a  few  monaents. 

Mr.  McD.  then  resumed,  and  concluded  his 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SHAW  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  replied  to  the  re- 
marks heretofore  delivered  by  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
RooERs,]  which  he  said  contained  many  untenable 
propositions.  In  much,  however,  of  what  his 
colleague  said  in  regard  to  the  common  and  equal 
right  of  all  the  States  to  the  public  domain,  he  fully 
concurred. 

He  knew  that  at  a  former  period  a  claim  was 
set  up  in  favor  of  the  new  Stales  to  all  the  public 
lands  within  their  limits.  That  claim,  however, 
met  with  but  little  favor,  even  from  the  new 
States;  and  he  was  sure  there  was  no  gentleman 
here  who  would  controvert  the  proposition  that 
the  public  lands  of  this  country  are  the  common 
property  of  all  the  States,  and  should  be  disposed 
of  for  the  common  benefit  of  all. 

He  then  contended  that  Congress,  under  the 
Constitution,  possessed  no  power  to  dispose  of 
the  public  lands,  only  so  far  as  it  could  dispose  of 
money  taken  from  the  Treasury,  to  carry  out  any 
of  those  legitimate  purposes  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  authorized  Congress  to  accomplish,  and 
no  more. 

[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor, 
and  said  that  he  proposed  to  speak  against  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill,  but  as  it  was  late,  preferred 
that  the  committee  should  rise. 

Mr.  WRIGHT, of  Pennsylvania.  Then  I  sub- 
mit the  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 


The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  [Mr.  Bocock]  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  gen- 
erally under  consideration,  and  particularly  House 
bill  No.  393,  being  a  bill  to  establish  the  Pacific  rail- 
road ,  &c.,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon . 
DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  obtained  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  that  the  House  insist  upon  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  deficiency  bill;  and  as  the  Senate  have  ap- 
pointed n  committee  of  conference  upon  their 
part,  also  to  move  that  a  committee  of  conference 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

RESOLUTIONS  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
present  some  resolutions,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  Are  they  resolutions  from 
the  Stote  Legislature  of  North  Corolina.' 

Mr.  ASHE.  They  are  not,  but  from  a  con- 
vention held  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  if  they  are  resolutions  passed  by  a  con- 
vention authorized  by  law,  or  of  a  political  con- 
vention .' 

Mr.  ASHE.  They  were  passed  by  a  conven- 
tion representinga  majority  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina.  I  received  them  from  the  Governor  of 
that  State,  accompanied  by  a  request  that  I  would 
present  them  to  the  House  for  consideration. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  is  not  usual,  I 
think,  unless  the  resolutions  come  from  some  State 
Legislature,  or  a  convention  called  by  authority  of 
law  in  some  Slate.  This,  it  seems,  was  a  volun- 
tary meeting,  and  was  not  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  AStTE.     It  was  not  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  1  object  to  the  reception 
of  the  resolutions. 

BRIG  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  by  unanimous  consent, 
reported  the  following  bill;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants  of  the  pri- 
vate-armed brig  General  Armstrong. 

ADJOURNMENT  SINE  DIE. 

Mr.  WALBRIOGE.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  offer  th'e  following  reso- 
lution: 

Re$olved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Hnu^e  of  Representa- 
tivei*,  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  tine  die  on  Monday, 
the  3d  ol'July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  ni. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  object. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  me  to  offer  the  resolution ;  but  I 
will  not  ask  for  a  vote  upon  that  motion  now,  as 
there  is  such  a  thin  attendance  of  members. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  will  be  entered. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn . 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Why,  you  will  not  have 
a  quorum  here  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  remind 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  the  House  has  ol- 
ready  adopted  a  resolution  that  when  it  adjourns 
on  Wednesday,  it  will  be  till  Thursday  morning, 
at  eight  o'clock,  and  that  it  will  then  adjourn  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  But  it  is  very  evident  that 
there  will  be  no  quorum  here  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  think  there  will. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  know  a  dozen  members 
who  are  going;  away  to-night. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's motion;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Jones's  motion, 
it  was  put;  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


And  thereupon  (at  half  past  three  o'clock,  p. 
m.)  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 


Tdesdat,  Jtfai/30,  1654. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Willia.m  H.  Milsurm. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
WASHINGTON  AND  ALEXANDRIA   RAILROAD. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  permit  me  at  this  time  to  introduce 
a  bill,  of  which  I  have  not  given  notice.  I  will 
state  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  then  I  presume 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  introduction.  The 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  at  its  recent  session,  in- 
corporated a  company  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  railroad  from  Alexandria,  in  that  State,  to 
this  city,  upon  the  plan  of  Colonel  French.  The 
object  of  this  bill  is  to  authorize  this  company  to 
extend  their  road  into  the  cities  of  Georgetown 
and  Washington,  under  such  rules,  regulations, 
and  prescriptions  as  the  municipal  authorities  of 
those  cities  may  prescribe. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  was  granted, anil  it  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  "A  bill  authorizing  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Alexandria  and  Washington  railroad 
into  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

PENSION  FOR  SERVICES  IN  EXECUTING  THE 
FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 
Mr.  ADAMS.  I  wish  now  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution which  I  intended  to  introduce  yesterday 
morning,  and  should  then  have  brought  forward 
but  for  the  press  of  business  urged  upon  us  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I 
•oflfer  the  resolution  now.  If  there  be  any  objec- 
tion of  course  it  will  lie  over.  The  resolution  is: 
Hetotvetlj  That  the  Committee  nn  PenstonK  be  lostnicted 
to  inquire  iiitoihp  pxpedienry  nrprnvidinm  by  lawaniiisble 
penition  for  the  support  of  the  widnw  and  children,  if  any, 
or  the  lal«  James  natcln*ld«'r,  nl'  .M<ii«rta(-)ni!<i'U!«.  w1»o  was 
killed  ivhilc  assisuiiti  the  marshal  uflhe  L/nited  Stales,  foi 
Uiat  Slate,  in  execuiing  an  act  of  Congress.** 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Let  it  lie  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being  made  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  it  must  lie  over 
until  to-morrow. 

ORGANIZATION  OP  THE  NAVY. 
Mr.  MALLORY.  1  designed  this  momiBg 
to  usk  the  Senate  to  indulge  me  with  talcing  up, 
during  the  morning  hour,  the  bill  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Navy.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Fish,]  however,  informs  me  that 
he  has  some  amendments  to  propose,  which  will 
be  ready  to-morrow.  1  therelore  now  give  notice 
to  the  Senate  that  I  shall  ask,  during  the  mOToing 
hour  to-morrow,  to  take  up  that  bill. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  West  Unity,  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  of  the 
rates  of  ocean  postage  to  two  cents;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Re- 
public of  Liberia;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  letter  of  P. 
W.  Lander,  late  locating  and  estimating  engineer 
under  Governor  Stevens  in  his  exploration  of  a 
route  for  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific,  accompanied  by 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, in  favor  of  an  appropriation  to  compensate 
him  for  service  rendered  by  him  distinct  from 
that  required  of  him  by  Governor  Stevens;  which 
I  was  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  aub- 
j  ject  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  Jane 
Moore,  widow  of  Captain  Stephen  H.  Moor*, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which,  together 
with  certain  papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  in 
regard  to  the  subject,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SLIDELL,  it  was 
Ontered,  That  the  doriiineiiu  relating  to  the  claim  of 
William  I'limplirey,  k'cal  represenlative  of  Jacques  Moa- 
lon,  he  withdrawn  from  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  and  referred 
:  to  the  Cammitiae  on  Private  Land  Clainw. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordttti,  That  the  petllion  of  Rehpcc*  J.  Birdull  he 
withdrawn  from  ihf  files  of  the  Henme,  and  referred  to  the 
Coininitlee  on  the  Po»l  Office  and  P<>«1  Roads. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  SLIDELL  asked  and  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill 
granting  to  the  Slates  of  Loui.sian«,  ]\4ifl8i8sippi, 
and  Alabama,  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
public  lands,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  lime  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

GOVERNOR  RAMSAY. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  am  instructed  toask  the 
Senate  to  take  up  for  consideration  the  resolution 
submitted  by  me  in  relation  to  printing  certain 
additional  documents  in  the  case  of  Governor 
Ramsay.  The  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
SruiRT,]  who  objected  to  its  consideration  at  that 
time,  is  now  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  printing 
the  documents. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution; 
and  it  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

RrtotvfJt  That  in  addition  to  ihe  docnnienti  in  the  caae 
of  AlcTahder  Kain^ay.  late  Governor  of  Uie  Ternlory  of 
Miiioeeola,  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  Klh  intitani,  all  the 
papers  on  file,  at*  well  an  ihe  correitpondence  between  the 
coininlfsionen*  and  the  Firiit  Comptroller,  be  printed  with 
l^xecauve  Document  No.  61  of  the  present  session. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael 
Hanson,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  theCommitteeon  In- 
dian AtTairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  provide  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the  Chippewa  Indians 
to  the  lands  owned  and  claimed  by  them  in  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota  and  State  of  Wisconsin, 
and  for  their  domestication  and  civilization,  re- 
ported it  back  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorials  of  Overton  Love 
ajid  John  Guest,  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  pray- 
ing remuneration  for  property  taken  by  white 
persons  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Territory, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ortiered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  the  Lutheran  Synod  of 
Missouri,  Ohio,  and  other  States,  praying  that  a 
grant  of  land  may  be  made  to  the  head  of  every 
family  of  Chippewa  Indians  residing  in  Michigan, 
and  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  schools 
among  said  Indians,  asked  to  be  aischarged  from 
its  further  consideration,  on  the  ground  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  will  be  atlained  in  the  con- 
templated treaty  with  the  Chippewa  Indians; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

CHARLES  D.  ARPWEDSON. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  bill  in 
favor  of  Charles  D.  Arfwedson  was  rend  a  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  Charles  D.  Arfwedson,  late  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Stockholm,  §1,681  25,  in 
full  for  the  balance  of  compensation  due  him  as 
acting  charee  d'alfaires  of  the  United  Stales  near 
the  court  of  Sweden,  from  the  24th  of  July,  1849, 
to  the22d  of  April,  1850. 

Upon  the  recall  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  late  charge 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  to  Sweden,  he  was 
directed  by  the  Department  of  State  to  place  the 
legation  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  consul 
»t  Stockholm.  In  compliance  with  that  direction 
Mr.  Ellsworth  transferred  the  legation  to  Mr. 
Arfwedson,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1849.  From 
that  time  until  April  22,  1850,  when  Mr.  Schroe- 
cer  entered  upon  the  functions  of  the  office,  Mr. 
Arfwedson,  in  conformity  with  repeated  instruc- 
-tions  from  the  Department, corresponded  with  the 
Swedish  Government  and  his  own,  upon  diplo- 
matic subjects  of  a  delicate  nature,  and  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  satisfactory  to  his  Government,  and 
his  services  during  that  period  were  of  great  value 
to  the  interests  of  his  own  Government. 

He  acted  as  charge  d'affaires  for  a  period  of 


eight  months  and  twenty-nine  days;  for  which 
his  compensation,  at  the  usual  rate  of  $4,500  per 
annum,  would  amount  to  the  sum  of  $3,362  50. 
i  In  the  general  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
'  act  of  August  31,  1852,  provision  was  made  for 
the  payment  of  half  that  sum,  leaving  81,681  25 
still  due,  for  which  he  now  appeals  to  Congress. 
When  this  application  was  before  the  commit- 
tee during  the  last  Congress,  it  was  believed  that 
the  consul  fees,  together  With  the  amount  then 
allowed,  would  be  equivalent  to  the  full  compen- 
sation of  a  charge,  and  hence  the  whole  was  not 
then  allowed.  But  it  now  appears,  from  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  memorialist,  that  the  whole  amount 
of  consular  fees  received  by  him  from  the  Ist  of 
April,  1849,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1850,  was  but 
$89  75 — a  sum  believed  to  be  barely  adequate  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  consular  office  itself. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the   Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  learn  that  what  I  said  yes- 
terday in  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing,  was  misapprehended, 
I  think  by  several  Senators,  and  1  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  to  say  a  word  as  to  how,  pre- 
cisely, I  meant  to  be  understood.  It  had  been 
stated  in  the  Senate,  by  several  Senators,  that  the 
Patent  Office  report  had  been  referred  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Printing,  and  that,  under 
the  law,  he  had  already  decided  to  which  printer 
it  belonged.  I  so  stated ;  I  think  the  Senator  from 
California  so  stated;  and  I  think  others  so  stated. 
When  I  mode  the  remark  that  if  any  action  of 
the  Senate  should  be  had  it  was  the  untlerstanding 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  that  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
law,  I  meant  to  say  only  that  such  had  been  his 
decision.  I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
having  any  conference — as  I  had  not — with  him, 
in  relation  to  the  particular  subject  which  was  then 
before  the  Senate.  But  whilst  I  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  I  knew  that  he  had 
carefully  examined  Ihe  subject,  and  after  mature 
deliberation  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
was  the  law.  What  I  meant  to  say  was  simply 
that,  acting  under  the  law,  in  his  judgment,  and 
under  his  oath  of  office,  such  must  necessarily  be 
the  direction  which  he  would  give  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  did  not  yesterday  sUte  that  he 
so  decided. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     I  stated  so. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  asserted  the  fact  that  the  Patent 
Office  report  had  gone  from  his  hands.  I  did  not 
know  what  his  decision  was.  I  took  it  for  granted 
it  had  gone  there  according  to  law.  I  know  noth- 
ing of  liis  action  at  all,  except  what  I  heard  from 
Senators. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKeah,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  insisted  on  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  toby  the  Senate,  to  the  Senate 
amendments  to  the  bill  of  the  House  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18.54;  had  adhered 
to  their  disagreement  to  certain  amendments  of  the 
Senate;  had  agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses;  and  had 
appointed  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr. 
Letcher,  managers  on  their  part. 

ADJOURNMENT  SINE  DIE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  yesterday: 

Retoteed,  (the  House  concurrins.)  That  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprcsenta- 
lives,  adjourn  their  respective  Mouses  sine  die  on  Monday, 
the  3d  of  July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  state  very  briefly  my  rea- 
son for  offering  this  resolution.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  we  can  dispose  of  all  the  business  that  is  now 
before  the  Senate  and  the  other  House,  which  is 
required  to  be  acted  upon  during  this  session,  by 
the  time  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  So  far  as  the 
Senate  is  concerned,  I  believe  there  are  but  two 
questions  which  will  lead  to  any  lengthened  debate. 
'Those  are  the  Pacific  railroatl  bill  and  the  home- 
stead bill.  Those  two  questions  will  uke  several 
days  in  the  discussion  of  each.  Following  them 
will  be  the  appropriation  bills.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  fix  a  day  of  adjournment  now,  the  two 


Houses  will  go  to  work  in  earnest,  and  we  shall 
dispatch  the  business  by  the  time  fixed.  As  a 
member  of  this  body,  I  am  anxious  to  bring  the 
session  to  a  close  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
!  No  two  Senators,  I  suppose,  have  more  business 
before  Congress  than  my  colleagueand  myself;  but 
I  om  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the 
country  can  be  properly  taken  care  of  by  fixing 
the  day  of  adjournment  proposed  in  my  resolu- 
tion, if  the  two  Houses  will  apply  themselves 
assiiluously  to  their  duties.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
resolution  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  BELL.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Senator 
from  California,  if  he  has  any  information  which 
satisfies  him  that  there  will  be  no  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors  during  this  session  of  Congress? 

Mr.  GWIN.  When  I  spoke  of  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  I  presumed  that  that  bill  would  be  one  of 
them,  though  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact.  I 
said  that  the  important  measures  to  be  disposed 
of  were  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  the  homestead 
bill,  and  the  appropriation  bills.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  river  and  harbor  bill  will  be  one  of 
the  appropriation  bills  or  not.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  has  been  reported  or  not.  I  meant,  how- 
ever, to  include  all  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  was  going  to  propose,  by 
way  of  amendment,  in  connection  with  this  mat- 
ter, that  we  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  July 
until  thesecond  Monday  in  October.  That  would 
be  the  better  plan.  By  doing  so,  we  should  avoid 
the  pressure  of  the  heat  here  during  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  and  would  come  back  in  the 
pleasant  months  of  October  and  November,  and 
transact  the  public  business.  I  think  we  should 
do  it  more  satisfactorily  in  that  time  than  we  can 
by  hurrying  matters  now.  I  therefore  propose 
that  we  amend  Ihe  resolution  by  adding  the  words 
"  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  until  the  second 
Monday  in  October." 

Mr.  EVANS.  Say  the  third  Monday  in  Oc- 
tober. Our  elections  in  South  Carolina  come  off 
on  the  second  Monday. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  will  say  the  third  Monday 
in  October,  if  it  be  more  acceptable.  It  would  be 
more  convenient  for  us  all;  for  we  discover  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  on  a  hot  day  to  keep  this 
body  together,  and  no  great  measure  can  be  dis- 
cussed thoroughly  and  a  vote  upon  it  fairly  had. 

Many  of  our  members  areom  and  distinguished 
statesmen  of  the  United  Slates,  and  it  is  wrong  to 
oppress  them  during  these  hot  months.  [Laugh- 
ter.] The  younger  men  of  us  can  stand  it  pretty 
well;  but  i  think  it  is  due  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  due  to  our  own  health ,that  we  should 
pursue  the  (»)urse  I  have  suggested.  I  have  (Un- 
versed with  a  great  many  Senators  upon  the  sub- 
ject. All  seem  exceedingly  to  desire  it.  They 
think  it  will  best  subserve  the  interests  of  tha 
country;  and  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  plan  that  I  have  suggested  in  their  behalf, 
and  my  own,  would  be  the  better  one.  I  therefor* 
hope  the  Senator  from  California  will  accept  my 
proposition,  and  that  we  may  agree  unanimously 
to  the  resolution  as  amended.  It  would  suit  the 
convenience  of  nine  tenths  of  both  branches  of 
Congress. 

Ml.  GWIN.  My  object  is  to  bring  about  an 
adjournment  on  the  first  Monday  in  July.  Tha 
distance  which  the  members  from  California  art 
from  home  is  well  known;  ondit  is  important  that 
we  should  be  at  home  at  as  early  a  period  as  pos- 
sible. I  am  very  willing,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  th* 
Senate,  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  to  adjourn  from  the  first  Monday 
in  July  to  the  third  Monday  in  October.  That 
would  give  us  some  time  to  be  at  home. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Like  the  young  Senator 
from  Georgia,  I  join  with  the  other  young  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  in  generously  tendering  this 
amendment  for  the  benefit  of  the  older  ones. 
[Laughter.]  I  think  we  shall  gain  by  adjourning 
through  the  hot  weather,  until  it  'shall  become  ■• 
pleasant  that  we  can  come  here  and  sit  for  a 
proper  length  of  time,  in  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business.  This  is  not  a  new  idea,  sir. 
Congress  has  made  various  attempts  similar  to 
what  is  now  proposed. 

Many  years  ago,  it  was  so  apparent  to  ^entls- 
men  here,  that  during  the  long  sessions,  in  the 
heat  of  the  year,  members  of  Congress  were  not 
able  to  perform  their  duty  an  they  wished  to  do, 
and  that  the  short  session  was  too  short,  that  an 
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altempt  was  made  lo  equalize  the  sessions.  In 
consequence  of  a  difference  between  the  Execu- 
tive and  CongrCKs  on  that  occasion,  the  bill  for 
that  ).iiir|iose  was  vetoed;  but  there  was  a  general 
and  almost  universal  sentiment  that  the  short  ses- 
sion should,  in  some  way,  be  made  longer,  and 
the  long  session  in  some  way  made  shorter.  This 
■  will  elTect  that  object.  It  will  bring  Congress  to- 
gether at  a  time  of  the  year  when  it  can  act  best; 
and  I  trust  it  will  meet  with  general  app>obation. 
I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  and  hope  that  it  will 
be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  suggest 
whether  it  is  not  necessary,  to  ellect  the  object,  to 
propose  a  joint  resoluiion. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    This  is  a  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  BRODHE.\D.  If  we  adjourn  on  the  day 
indicated  by  the  Senator  from  California,  the  first 
Monday  of  July,  1  take  it  for  granted,  we  shall 
consider  no  other  tiian  the  appropriaiirn  bills, 
and  that  the  homestead  bill  and  the  Par. fie  rail- 
road bill,  will,  of  course,  go  over.  I  am  w  lling 
that  they  should  go  over,  not  only  until  October, 
but  that  ihey  should  be  postponed  indefinllely.  I 
take  it  for  granted,  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
business  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  that 
that  body  will  have  quite  enough  to  do,  and  so 
shall  we.  to  properly  consider  the  several  appro- 
priation bills. 

If  we  are  to  consider,  during  this  session,  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill,  we  had  better  consider  it  in 
October,  because  then  we  shall  have  the  reports 
of  the  different  surveying  parlies  fully  before  us. 
That  might  be  an  additional  reason  for  adjourning 
to  meet  again  in  October.  1  confess  I,  for  one, 
would  like  to  avoid,  if  I  could,  the  necessity  of  re- 
maining here  during  the  monihs  of  July  and  Au- 
gust; but  I  am  quite  convinced  that  if  we  consider 
all  the  measures  indicated  by  my  friend  from  Cal- 
ifornia we  must,  of  necessity,  remain  here  at  any 
rate  until  the  first  of  September.  For  several  years 
past  we  have  not  been  able  to  adjourn  until  August. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  difler  entirely  from  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  He  is  an  oppo- 
nent of  these  two  great  measures,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  goes  for  an  adjournment,  to  put  them 
off.  I  entertain  a  different  opinion  from  him.  I 
believe  they  both  can  be  considered  by  the  time  I 
have  indicated.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that,  if 
we  fix  the  day  of  adjournment.  Cut  I  am  not 
going  10  be  drawn  into  an  argument.  I  think  we 
ought  to  adjourn  by  that  time.  The  oldest  mem- 
bers of  this  body  know  the  fact,  that  legislation 
done  in  the  summer  months  is  of  a  most  iraper- 
feit  character.  1  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution,  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended,  will  be  read. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

lUwhed,  (the  Hoiifie  concurring,)  That  the  Prcsldf-nt  of 
the  Seaale  and  ttiu  Speaker  uf  ihif  House  of  Keprerti-nla- 
live«  adjourn  iheir  ri>|MTilve  n<ui.;f«  i>ii  llie  first  Monday 
In  July  until  the  third  Moiiday  in  October  next. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  am  as  desirous  to  terminate 
this  session  of  Congress  as  any  Senator  can  be. 
My  action  here  has  shown  it.  The  Senate  has 
never  been  without  a  quorum  on  my  account.  I 
have  not  spent  a  day  absent  from  here  since  the 
session  commenced.     If  it  can  be  shown  that  the 

E roper  and  legitimate  business  of  tl>.e  country  can 
e  done  by  the  first  Monday  of  July,  I  shall  be 
willing  to  adjourn.  But  what  are  the  probabilities? 
You  have  before  you  an  amountof  business  twice 
as  large  as  all  that  we  have  accomplished  so  far. 
You  have  before  you  the  veto  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  upon  the  indigent 
insane  bill,  which  we  seem  to  be  very  loth  to  get 
at.  That  will  necessarily  occupy  considerable  time 
in  its  discussion.  You  have  the  Pacific  railroad 
bill,  which  will  occupy  more  lime  than  remains 
from  this  until  the  3d  day  of  July  in  its  discus- 
eion  in  the  two  Houses.  The  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia shakes  his  head;  but  when  he  hears  the 
bill  discussed,  he  will  find  it  so.  You  have  the 
homestead  bill — in  my  judgment  a  very  important 
matter — not  only  to  be  discussed,  but  to  be  dis- 
posed of.  You  have  various  other  bills.  It  was 
anticipated  at  the  opening  of  this  session  that  the 
whole  tariff  policy  of  the  country  would  undergo 
a  revision  at  this  session.  It  is  so  expected  by 
Bome  Senators  yet.  I  know  not  how  the  com-  i 
mittee  on  that  branch  of  the  public  service  is  get- 
ting along.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know.  I  am 
waiting  llieir  action  to  Itnow  their  report  and  rec- 


ommendation. I  understand  it  is  yet  to  come  up 
to  be  acted  upon.  There  is  an  immense  amount 
of  legitimate  public  business,  therefore,  not  to  say 
anything  about  the  private  business  on  your  Cal- 
endar, and  it  is  every  day  becoming  accumulated 
and  increased. 

You  propose  now  in  a  day  or  two  lo  adjourn 
over  for  the  purpose  of  renovating  the  Hall,  taking 
up  the  carpets, and  putting  down  matting;  and,  to 
my  judgment,  there  will  be  no  business  of  any 
consequence  transacted  until  next  Monday  week, 
in  the  Senate  or  House.  To-day  and  to-morrow 
may  be  dwindled  away  as  though  in  session,  but 
really  little  or  no  business  will  be  done.  You  will 
then  be  advanced  into  June  sometime  before  you 
are  ready  to  commence  business  in  earnest  again. 
You  will  have  less  than  a  month  to  transact  all 
this  business  in;  and  what  will  be  the  result?  We 
leave  the  country  with  business  merely  blocked 
out,  and  not  completed;  not  an  expression  of  their 
representation  in  the  two  Houses  upon  the  various 
questions  of  public  importance  will  be  had.  To 
my  judgment,  this  question  ought  to  be  postponed 
until  we  shall  hove  had  this  renovation  done — 
everybody  understands  it  is  to  be  done — and  have 
come  back  again  a  litile  renovated.  I  expect  to 
siny  here  myself.  I  understand  others  are  going 
away.  Some  have,  already  started.  We  shall 
then  better  be  able  to  judge  how  soon  we  can  get 
through  with  the  public  business.  If  it  can  be 
done  in  a  day,  I  sny  again  I  shall  be  glad  to  see 
it  so  disposed  of;  but  all  experience  shows  us  that 
it  cannot  be  so  done.  It  may  be  the  convenience 
of  Senators — no  less,  perhaps,  mine  than  others — 
to  ^o  home,  and  be  in  our  respective  Stales  for  a 
while;  but,  sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  quit  or  aban- 
don a  trust  confided  to  me  here,  however  short  it 
may  be, or  abandon  the  faithful  fulfillment  or  per- 
formance of  it  during  the  time  that  it  may  last, 
with  the  hope,  or  even  with  the  certainty,  thatits 
abandonment  here  would  secure  a  perpetuity  or 
continuance  of  that  position.  I  think  the  public 
service  requires  that  we  should  not  take  this  pre- 
cipitate step  now;  and  I  therefore  move  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
until  next  Monday  week. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  have  but  a  few  words  to  say 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  In  regard 
10  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business,  it  is  well 
known  that  four  years  ago,  a  question  similar  lo 
one  which  has  been  discussed  this  session  in  both 
branches  of  Congress,  was  under  discussion  for 
months;  and  it  was  finally  decided  about  the  9lh 
day  of  September.  It  occupied  the  whole  atten- 
tion of  Congress  up  to  that  period; and  in  three 
weeks  following  that,  we  dispatched  the  public 
business,  adjourned,  and  went  home.  Now,  we 
have  got  through  a  similar  question,  which  ab- 
sorbed the  whole  time  of  Congress  during  its  dis- 
cussion, and  it  has  passed  ut  an  earlier  period  than 
the  other  was  disposed  of  four  years  ago;  and  I  pro- 
pose lo  givea  sulTicienl  timefor  adiscussionof  the 
questions  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  act  upon. 
We  know  the  homestead  bill  has  been  discussed 
here  fur  years  past;  and  it  has  been  finally  acied 
upon  by  one  House.  We  know  that  the  Pacific 
railroad  bill  was  last  session  discussed  elaborately 
in  this  body,  and  was  very  near  passing  then. 
These  questions  are  all  before  us  and  ready  for 
our  action;  and  if  we  will  apply  ourselves  to  busi- 
ness assiduously,  I  have  not  a  solitary  doubt  that 
we  can  dispatch  every  one  of  those  measures  in 
which  the  country  is  deeply  interested  before  the 
day  1  indicate. 

But  the  Senator  seems  to  have  forgotten  the  fact 
that,  by  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, we  shall  have  a  considerable  lime  before  the 
meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  to  dis- 
patch the  business  that  may  go  over  the  3d  of 
July.  And,  Mr.  President,  it  is  well  known  thot, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, what  we  do  not  act  upon  now  comes  up  in 
order  at  the  next  session,  as  if  we  had  not  ad- 
journed at  all;  so  that  we  have  continuously 
before  us  from  this  lo  the  3d  of  March,  with  a 
short  interval  of  time,  to  dispatch  the  public  bus- 
iness which  is  before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress; 
and  as  it  is  the  experience  of  members  of  this 
body,  and  of  the  other  House,  that  in  the  midst 
of  the  summer  months  the  discharge  of  business 
is  very  onerous  and  oppressive,  if  not  dangerous 
lo  the  health,  il  seems  la  me  we  shall  be  econo- 
mizing the  public  time,  and  dispatching  the  pub- 
lic business  by  coming  lo  a  determination  at  once 


as  to  when  we  shall  adjourn.  I  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone;  and  hope  we  shall  have  a  vote 
now. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  claim  to  belong  to 
that  senior  class  of  Senators  referred  lo  by  my 
friend  from  Georgia;  nor  do  I  claim,  therefore, 
the  necessity  of  an  adjournment  during  the  hot 
weather  on  my  own  .account;  but  I  differ  entirely 
from  my  friend  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Pkttit]  in 
supposing  it  would  be  injurious  to  determine  now, 
provided  we  are  to  determine  at  all,  upon  a  recess. 
My  experience  has  been  that,  when  we  know  we 
are  to  adjourn  at  a  particular  day,  every  one  will 
set  to  work  lo  get  passed  those  measnres  which, 
in  his  judgment,  are  most  important  lo  the  country. 
It  is  palpable  to  us  all,  from  our  experience  hitn- 
evld,  that  we  shall  gel  through  a  greater  portion 
of  business  by  having  some  day  fixed,  than  ws 
shall  if  no  day  is  fixed.  Witness  the  short  ses- 
sions of  Congress.  It  is  known  lo  you  that  then 
very  much  fewer  days  are  lost  in  idle  discussion, 
very  much  fewer  days  are  lost  in  the  discussion  of 
questions  not  of  great  national  importance  tbaa 
are  lost  during  the  long  sessions. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  mony  measures  of  deep 
interest  lo  be  acted  upon  now.  Among  them  ij 
the  homestead  bill;  and  my  object  in  rising  is  to 
give  notice  to  iheSenate.and  that  it  may  go  tnth* 
country,  loo,  that  my  honorable  friend  from  Geor- 
gia has  prepared  an  amendment  to  that  bill  which 
will  probably  meet  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  as 
I  am  sure  it  will  meet  wilh  the  sanction  of  tha 
country,  if  any  homestead  bill  ii  to  be  passed  at 
all.  By  his  amendment  he  proposes  to  give  ona 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  erery 
free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States  aboTe 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  That  is  in  lieu  of 
the  homestead  bill  which  is  now  pending.  Ilia  on* 
of  equality.  Il  is  one  of  justice.  It  is  one  to  which 
no  man  on  earth  can  object  on  conatiiuiionaj 
grounds,  because  it  distributes  to  the  people  of  ths 
country  the  lands  which  belong  to  them.  My 
principal  object  in  rising  was  to  give  thai  notice 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  1  beg  to  say  to  my  friend 
that  I  had  intended  lo  add  the  widows.  \^Laaghler.'\ 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  had  some  objections  lo  wid- 
ows. [Laughter.]  However,  I  hope  the  vote  will 
be  taken  at  once  on  this  resolution.  Its  postpone- 
ment lo  Monday  week  will  only  result  in  discus- 
sion then  on  a  further  postponement,  or,  if  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Senate  that  we  ought  to  hare 
a  recess,  we  should  decide  now  when  that  reossa 
is  to  take  place. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Anxious  as  I  am  foran  early 
adjournment,  1  cannot  vole  to  fix  the  lime  at  so 
short  a  distance  off  as  would  render  it  improbable 
that  we  could  dispose,  not  only  of  the  appropria- 
tion bills  properly,  but  also  of'^the  homestead  and 
the  Pacific  railroad  bills.  I  think  we  ought  to 
make  our  calculations  wilh  reference  to  getting 
through  wilh  those  two  great  measures.  The 
shortest  time  that  will  enable  us  to  accomplish 
these  two  objects  will  suit  my  purpose;  but  1  can- 
not fix  so  short  a  lime  as  the  3d  of  July. 

I  will  also  remark  that  it  has  been  my  purpose, 
and  I  will  be  ready  by  to-morrow  or  next  day  to 
bring  forward  a  bill  to  fix  the  annual  meetings  of 
Congress  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  instead 
of  the  first  Monday  of  December,  as  a  permanent 
law  of  the  land,  in  order  to  more  nearly  equalize 
the  length  of  the  two  sessions,  msking  the  short 
session  five  months  instead  of  three  months,  as  it 
now  is,  and  as  a  consequence,  that  will  bring  the 
vacation  in  the  heat  of  summer. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Does  the  Senator  recollect 
that,  some  years  ago,  a  proposition  somewhat 
similar  was  brought  forward,  and  ihat  President 
Jackson  vetoed  it  on  the  ground  which  the  honor- 
able Senator  has  stated  ?  I  make  the  suggestion 
to  the  Senator,  that  he  may  look  to  the  act  of  that 
day. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  We  may  omit  that  guestioa 
now.  I  thought,  as  we  were  now  speaking  of  a 
definite  adjournment,  I  would  give  notice  (hat  I 
intended  to  bring  forward  a  general  law  upon  that 
subject.  In  reference  to  the  present  adjournment, 
1  hope  that  we  will  either  give  this  resolution  the 
go  by  for  the  present,  or  else  fix  a  lime  which  we 
will  be  sure  will  give  us  a  sufllcienl  opportunity 
for  passing  the  great  measures  lo  which  1  have 
alluded. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  am  much  in  favor  of  an  early 
day  for  our  adjournment,  and  unless  wesppoint  a 
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day  certain,  we  shall  make  but  tmall  progrera  id 
the  public  business  during  the  summer,  ido  not 
like  the  proposition  to  take  a  recess  until  October, 
and  still  leas  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  to  lengthen  the  short  session,  unless  his 
proposed  bill  will  also  limit  the  long  session. 
The  length  of  our  sessions  is  becoming  a  great 
evil  to  persons  in  the  public  service,  l^e  doors 
of  Congress  are  fast  becoming  like  (Virgil,  I  think, 
describes)  the  gates  of  hell — forever  open.  If  we 
could  fix  the  duration  of  both  sesaions  of  Congress 
within  reasonable  limits,  we  should  havesuHicient 
pleasant  weather  in  which  to  transact  the  neces- 
sary public  business.  We  do  the  business  of  the 
country,  sir,  as  well  during  the  short  session  as 
the  lon^  session.  From  my  experience  here,  I 
I  think  It  is  rather  better  done  at  the  short  session. 
I  am  satisfied  that  four  months  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  do  the  business  at  each  ses- 
sion, and  that  would  be  a  great  relief  to  those 
who  have  anything  to  do  when  they  are  at  home. 
As  to  meeting  again  in  October,  however,  I  think 
that  would  be  too  soon.  If  we  take  a  recess  at 
all,  we  ought  to  have  some  time  to  attend  to  our 
business  at  honts.  Coming  here  again  in  October, 
I  think,  would  not  suit  many  of  us.  I  am  dis- 
posed to  fix  the  earliest  day  possible  for  the  ad- 
journment, and  if  I  cannot  get  the  first  Monday 
in  July,  I  will  take  the  third  Monday  in  July  or 
the  first  Monday  in  August.  That  would  give  us 
(tmple  time;  but  when  ws  adjourn  I  want  to  ad- 
journ to  the  time  fixed  by  law — the  first  Monday 
in  December. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  favor 
the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  California, 
but  1  suggest  to  him  that  he  say  the  second  Mon- 
day in  July.  That  will  give  us  a  full  month  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  The  criticism  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Pettit,]  I 
think  is  correct;  with  the  resolutioii  as  it  stands, 
there  will  be  something  less  than  a  month  left  to 
us.  The  Senator  from  California  says  be  is  willing 
to  moke  his  resolution  read  "  the  third  Monday 
of  July."  That  is  ample  time  for  us — there  is 
no  question  of  it — to  get  through  with  the  whole 
business.  It  is  ample  time  for  us  to  consider  the 
homestead  bill,  for  the  simple  reason  that,  having 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  now  in 
this  body;  and  in  this  body  we  have,  and  always 
shall  have,  more  leisure,  from  the  organization  of 
the  body,  than  they  have  in  the  House,  to  con- 
sider such  a  measure.  If  the  House  can  get 
through  with  the  appropriation  bills,  we  can  get 
through  with  the  homestead  bill  also.  The  appro- 
priation bills  will  not  be  hers  until  the  last  mo- 
ment; so  that  we  shall  have  plenty  of  leisure  time 
between  now  and  the  third  Monday  in  July.  But 
(or  an  evidence  of  our  ability  to  get  through  with 
our  business,  and  of  a  fact  which  is  familiar  here 
without  evidence — that  is,  that  when  a  day  is 
fixed  we  always  work  up  to  that  day,  and  that  we 
have  worked  up  to  it  successfully  heretofore — we 
have  but  to  refer  to  the  periods  of  adjournment  of 
preceding  Congresses. 

In  1838,  whidi  was  thsTwenty-Fifth  Congress, 
tliey  adjourned  on  the  9th  of  July.,  In  1640, 
which  was  the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress,  they  ad- 
journed on  the  3l8t  of  July;  and  ail  the  business 
was  done  in  those  years  of  the  same  character 
which  we  ore  required  to  do  this  year.  We  are 
now  without  any  great  absorbing,  leading,  na- 
tional question  that  is  to  consume  much  time  in 
debate.  In  1842,  the  Twenty-Seventh  Congrens, 
they  adjourned  on  the  31st  of  August.  The  cause 
of  that  is  well  known.  The  bank  questions  were 
up  then,  during  Mr.  Tyler's  Administration;  and 
that  was  the  cause  of  that  extraordinarylong ses- 
sion lasting  until  the  3Ist  of  August.  The  tariff 
of  1842  was  passed,  also;  and  thst  aided  in  keep- 
ing Congress  in  session  till  so  late  a  period.  Ih 
1844,  the  Twenty-Eighth  Congress,  they  ad- 
journed on  the  17th  of  June — absolutely  on  the 
17th  of  June!  We  propose  now  to  give  the  ad- 
ditional time  untilthe  third  Monday  in  July,  if  gen- 
tlemen do  not  prefer  a  shorter  period.  In  1846, 
the  Twenth-Ninth  Congress,  thsy  adjourned  on 
the  10th  of  August.  In  1848,  the  Thirtieth  Con- 
cress,  they  adjourned  on  the  14tb  of  August.  In 
1850,  the  Thirty-First  Congress,  which  was  the 
compromise  Congress,  they  were  kept  here  until 
the  30th  of  September.  The  cause  of  that  is  well 
known.  The  compromise  question  consumed  all 
the  time, occupied  the  mindnof  all,and  kept  us  here 
until  the  3Bih  of  September.    The  votes  upon  the 


compromise  were  not  taken  un^  the  month  of 
September.  The  last  Congress,  in  1853,  sat  here 
until  the  3Ist  of  August.  That  was  an  unsually 
long  time.  There  was  no  particular  necessity  for 
that  extraordinary  delay.  It  arose  simply  because 
the  time  was  not  fixed  at  an  earlier  period.  They 
might  just  as  well  have  adjourned  a  month  or  two 
months  sooner,  as  to  have  delayed  it  to  the  length 
of  time  they  did. 

Now,  if  It  be  a  pleasure  to  stay  here  through 
the  dog-days,  let  it  be  so  voted;  let  us  stay.  But 
the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia concedes  even  to  those  who  desire  to  suy 
here  to  the  31sl  of  August,  if  necessary,  till  the 
time  they  want.  There  will  be  a  delay  of  a  very 
short  time because'we shall,  under  that  resolution, 
commence  eigain  on  the  third  Monday  of  October, 
and  run  on  until  the  first  Monday  in  December, 
when  the  regular  session  commences.  Some  may 
make  an  objection  to  one  session  being  thus 
brought  10  run  intoanother.  The  period  of  the  year 
during  which  the  resolution  proposes  we  shall  sit 
is  better  for  the  health  of  those  who  are  here,  as 
weM  as  for  the  business  of  the  country,  than  the 
months  of  July  and  August;  and  as  to  one  ses- 
sion running  intoanother,  it  i-  no  objection.  That 
is  practically  the  case  now;  for  there  is  a  joint 
rule  of  the  two  Houses  which  declares  that  the 
business  which  is  not  disposed  of  at  the  long  ses- 
sion,shall  stand  over  to  the  short  session,  and  take 
the  position  on  the  Calendar  of  the  second  session 
which  it  had  on  the  first. 

1  would,  sir,  support  the  very  shortest  time  of 
adjournment  that  could  be  given  in  which  we 
could  do  the  public  business,  even  if  we  did  not 
lake  a  recess  to  meet  again  in  October;  but  1  am 
satisfied  to  commence  again  in  October,  and  cer- 
tainly that  with  sitting  here  to  the  third  Monday 
in  July  will  be  ample  time  to  give  to  the  labors 
of  this  session.  I  hope  sincerely  that  the  third 
Monday  in  July  may  be  adopted  as  the  day  of 
adjournment, OS  it  seems  to  me  to  be  for  the  most 
appropriate. 

Mr.BAYARD.  Therenecessarilymustalvrays 
be  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  Senators  on  the 
question  of  adjournment,  arising  both  out  of  the 
matter  of  personal  convenience,  and  from  other 
causes.  I  presume  chat  the  only  reason  on  which 
ws  could  justify  ourselves,  and  which  1  think  docs 
amply  justify  us,  is,  that  during  the  hot  months  of 
oar  climate  man  is  ineapacitati^  for  that  attention 
to  business  which  otherwise  he  could  bestow  upon 
it.  The  languor  of  the  body  necessarily  produces 
indisposition  to  mental  as  well  as  physical  labor.- 
That  being  the  case,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the 
rule  of  adjournment  ought  to  be  to  adjourn  from 
that  period  when  the  intensely  hot  weather  com- 
mences until  that  period  when  it  becomes  auffl- 
ciently  cool  and  agreeable  for  the  purpose  of  our 
duties  here  without  being  oppressed  by  the  heat 
of  the  weather.  I  should  think  we  ought  to 
look  to  that  as  the  rule  for  a  recess,  if  we  are  to 
have  one;  and  to  take,  say  the  third  Monday  in 
June,  by  which  time  your  weather  here  always 
becomes  very  warm.  By  that  time  you  can  ehs- 
pose  of  those  measures,  and  of  those  only,  that 
ought  to  be  acted  upon  immediately,  such  as  the 
deficiency  bill,  and  measures  of  that  class.  Ws 
might  then  adjourn  from  that  time  until  the  last 
Monday  in  September,  or  to  the  first  Monday  in 
October.  Your  weather  then,  throughout  this 
climate,  is  always  perfectly  consistent  with  any 
species  of  exertion,  mental  or  corporeal;  and  I 
think  if  the  ground  of  the  recess  is  the  condition 
of  the  weather  and  climate  during  the  hot  months, 
you  can  justify  the  adjournment  on  no  other  prin- 
ciple than  adjourning  over  that  period  during 
which  the  climate  incapacitates  you  from  mental 
exertion. 

I  therefore  think,  if  a  recess  is  to  be  taken — 
personally,  to  me  the  period  would  be  an  incon- 
venient one;  but  1  enaeavor  to  discard  that  en- 
tirely from  my  consideration — you  should  adjourn 
from  the  third  Monday  in  June,  which  is  the  19ih, 
to  the  last  Monday  in  September,  or  the  first 
Monday  in  October  at  the  furthest.  Yon  then 
will  have  ample  time  to  dispose,  during  the  exist- 
ing session,  of  all  the  great  measures  alluded  to 
as  matters  requiring  the  discussion  of  the  Senate. 
You  will  not  be  asked  to  discuss  or  dispose  of 
them  now,  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  the 
deficiency  bill,  which  certainly  ought  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed  by 
the  Prasidmt  of  ths  Uaiied  States,  with  soars 


other  subordinate  measures.  You  have  a  great 
many  mMsures  of  importance;'  and,  1  am  sorry 
to  say,  that  the  bill  which  is  most  important  to 
the  people  of  the  country,  seems  to  me  to  have 
escaped  the  attention  of  Senators  altogether  in 
looking  at  what  their  duties  must  be  during  the 
present  and  next  session  of  Congress.  I  alluds 
to  tl^e  bill  which  proposes  to  reorganize  the  judi- 
cial system  of  the  United  States;  one  which  cer- 
tainly yrill  involve  differences  of  opinion;  one 
which,  though  it  will  not  give  rise  to  excitement, 
and  may  not  attract  public  attention  to  the  extent 
which  some  other  subjects  do,  is  as  vitally  im- 
portant to  the  people  of  the  country  as  any  or  all 
the  measures  which  so  much  press  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate.  It  will  take  a  long  time,  prob- 
ably, in  its  discussion;  but  1  think  I  sflTurd  ample 
time,  and  my  object  is  to  aflbrd  the  recess  during 
that  period  when  the  character  of  the  climate  inca- 
pacitates us  from  intellectual  labor. 

1  hope,  therefore,  if  the  Senate  determine  to 
take  a  recess,  it  will  be  on  the  only  ground  on 
which  it  can  be  asked  for,  snd  that  we  shall  take 
the  earliest  day  after  the  hot  weather  terminates 
for  the  recommencement  of  our  labors.  The  re- 
cess should  commence  earlier  than  July,  for  ths 
weather  is  hot  enough  before  that  to  justify  It. 
That  will  give  us  ample  time  to  dispose  of  all  the 
measures  which  must  be  disposed  of  at  once;  and 
then  by  commencing  again  in  the  latter  part  of 
September,  or  the  beginning  of  October,  we  shall 
have  two  months  for  the  disposition  of  all  the 
measures  upon  which  we  have  to  act  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  am  particularly  opposed  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, [Mr.  Dawson,]  and  chiefly  fur  the  reasim 
that  It  would  be  to  me  a  matter  of  very  serious 
personal  inconvenience,  coming  as  I  do  from  ths' 
extreme  South.  1  do  not  want  to  be  sent  homs 
in  July  and  August.  It  is  much  more  pleasant  to 
stay  here. 

Mr.  PRATT.    Go  to  the  springs. 

Mr.  BROWN.  But,  then,  when  shall  I  go 
home?  You  bring  me  bock  in  October,  which  is 
the  only  safe  season  for  me  to  go  home,  and 
which  is  the  only  time  when  I  can  stay  at  home, 
without  personal  inconvenience,  to  transact  my 
private  business.  You  bring  me  back  to  Con- 
gress at  that  time,  so  that  I  hare  no  chance  to  go 
home  at  all.    I  am  opposed  toil  on  that  ground. 

Then,  sir,  I  do  not  see  the  reason  which 
prompts  gentlemen  to  insist  on  this  sort  of  ad- 
journment over.  To  my  mind  it  is  very  obvious 
thst  there  are  certain  questions  which  ought  lobe 
discussed  here  in  the  warm  months.  We  had  a 
proposition  up  some  time  ago  in  reference  to 
water-works  for  this  city.  1  cannot  imagine  any- 
thing more  delightful  than  to  talk  about  water- 
works in  July  snd  August;  and  I  think  gentle- 
men who  have  been  opposing  that  measure  here- 
tofore if  they  could  be  got  into  the  discussion  of 
it  on  one  of  those  hot  days,  when  the  thermom- 
eter is  up  to  9SP,  Would  receive  the  proposition 
much  more  kindly  than  they  have  done  before, 
[Laughter.] 

But,  sir,!  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  itself. 
I  have  no  idea  that  we  can  transact  the  public 
business  by  the  time  specified.  All  the  appropri- 
ation bills  are  yet  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  the  Army  appropri- 
ation bill,  and  the  Navy  bill,  are  all  yet  in  ths 
House;  not  one  of  them  has  been  sent  here. 
Those  bills  will  this  year  appropriate  doubtless 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  perhaps  a  lai^er  sum. 
Shall  we  hurry  the  appropriation  of  that  amount 
of  money  through  here  without  any  sort  of  con- 
sideration? Is  it  treating  the  public  Treasury 
with  justice  to  do  so  ? 

I  know  that  during  the  Short  sessions  you  under- 
take to  do  little  else  than  simply  pass  the  appro- 
priation bills.  Those  great  measures  which  ore 
discussed  during  the  Ring  session,  such  as  ths 
Nsbraska  bill,  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  the  home- 
stead bill,  and  other  measures  of  that  character, 
get  no  sort  of  consideration  during  the  short  ses- 
sion of  Congress;  and  as  long  as  you  limit  those 
sessions  to  three  months,  they  never  will  get  any 
consideration,  because  it  takes  the  whole  of  that 
time  to  transact  the  necessary  piiblic  business 
which  U  indispensable,  and  cannot  by  possibility 
be  postponed. 

Now,'we  have  all  the  business  of  this  session 
Ob  onr  hands.    1  koew  of  nothing  iHat  has  ben 
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diapoeed  of  finally  but  the  Ifebniska  bill.  If  we 
are  to  hurry  the  business  over  without  any  con- 
sideraiion,  we  may  adjourn  in  July.  If  we  are 
content  to  postpone  those  measures  which  have 
been  partly  discussed,  and  simply  take  up  the  ap- 
propriaiion  bills  and  pass  them,  we  can  get  through 
in  the  lime  proposed.  But  if  we  are  to  discuss  the 
homestead  bill,  who  does  not  know,  that  it  will 
take  more  lime,  than  that  mentioned  in  the  reso- 
lution, to  discuss  that  single  bill  in  iheSenate?  If 
you  had  the  same  rules  here,  as  they  hafe  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  if  you  could  apply  the 
previous  question,  you  might  cut  off  debate;  but 
you  cannot  do  it.  The  discussion  of  the  home- 
stead bill  alone  in  this  body,  I  have  said,  will  oc- 
cupy more  time  than  is  given  us  by  the  resolution. 
1  know  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  passing 
the  resolution.  All  these  measures  will  be  passed 
by.  Perhaps  gentlemen  will  say  it  is  as  well  they 
should  be;  but  I  think  differently.  Therefore  I 
want  to  have  plenty  of  time  for  discussion.  But 
I  am  more  particularly  opposed  to  thearaendment 
offered  by  my  friend  from  Georgia,  than  I  am  to 
the  original  resolution.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to 
an  adjournment  over  to  October.  If  we  can  get 
through  in  July,  very  well,  let  us  go  home  and 
remain  there,  until  the  regular  lime  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Generally,  sir,  when  a  dis- 
cussion has  arisen  on  a  resolution  fixing  the  day 
of  adjournment,  it  has  lasted  for  a  long  period, 
and  consumed  a  great  deal  of  the  valuable  time  of 
the  Senate.  I  hope  we  shall  not  imitate  the  ex- 
ample which  has  heretofore  been  set  us. 

Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  suggest  any  additional 
reasons  for  adopting  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
ffom  California  except  this:  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  even  now, 
•ai  this  stage  of  the  session,  we  are  very  frequently 
left  without  a  quorum.  Why  is  it.'  It  is  gener- 
ally to  be  attributed  to  the  weather.  If  we  con- 
tinue during  the  months  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber, we  shall  be  found  in  that  situation  much  more 
frequently  than  we  have  been  heretofore. 

The  mode  now  proposed  is  the  only  way  in 
which  you  can  do  anything  towards  equalizing  the 
sessions  of  Congress.  The  effort  which  was  made 
in  1836  to  equalize  the  sessions  I  find,  on  exam- 
ination, to  have  been  this:  A  bill  passed  both 
Houses  of  Congress  to  commence  the  sessions  on 
the  first  Monday  of  November,  and  extend  both 
sessions  until  the  second  Monday  in  May.  The 
President's  veto  was  founded  on  the  ground  rather 
that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  fix  the  term  of  ad- 
journment in  that  manner  by  legislative  act.  But 
when  that  veto  came  in,  then  it  was  competent  for 
Congress  to  start  a  plan  which  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred rather  than  to  have  gone  on  as  before.  I 
refer  to  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  which  is  to  pass  a  bill 
directing  the  sessions  of  Congress  to  commence 
on  the  first  Monday  of  November  or  October.  I 
did  not  think,  myself,  the  veto  was  sustainable, 
under  the  Constiiution,  at  the  time.  But  this  dif- 
ficulty, I  remember,  was  suggested  in  opposition: 
that,  instead  of  that  equalizing  the  sessions  of 
Congress,  it  extended  the  long  session  only  a 
month  longer;  because,  if  we  commenced  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  we  should  continue 
in  session  just  as  long  as  if  we  commenced  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December.  For  that  reason, 
although  Congress  was  almost  unanimous  in  the 
expression  of  its  wish  that  the  sessions  should  be 
equalized,  no  plan  was  adopted,  and  I  suppose  it 
would  not  adopt  that  plan  now  for  the  same  reason. 
The  only  plan  that  can  be  adbpled,  and  incur  no 
constitutional  objection,  is  this,  which  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  to  have  a  recess  for  a  limited 
period.  It  requires  the  consent  of  both  Houses, 
being  an  adjournment  for  more  than  three  days; 
but  it  is,  ill  its  nature,  like  an  adjournment  over 
to  Monday,  which  we  frequently  have. 

There  is  one  consideration  which  1  wish  to 
throw  out,  while  we  are  about  to  act  upon  this 
question.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  this  resolution, 
and  anxious  that  itshould  be  adopted;  but  I  should 
like  to  see,  accompanying  it,  some  legislative  act, 
declaring  or  enarting  that  there  should  be  no  com- 
pensation received  by  members  of  Congress  during 
the  recess.  We  ought  not  to  receive  it;  we  are 
not  entitled  to  receive  it;  but  it  is  something  of  a 
question,  as  you  will  find  on  looking  into  the  mat- 
ter, whether  you  might  not  found  a  claim  to  com- 
pensation, unless   you  change  your  law.     We 


cannot  do  that  by  way  of  amendment  to  this  reso- 
lution, because  it  can  be  done  only  by  regular 
legislative  act  repealing  a  former  act,  and  requiring 
the  assent  of  the  President.  This  resolution  does 
not  require  the  consent  of  the  President  at  all.  I 
throw  this  out  for  the  consideration  of  gentlemen 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  matter. 

I  trust  the  resolution  will  be  adopted,  and  that 
we  shall  then  have  the  concurrent  action  of  both 
Houses  upon  a  bill,  declaring  or  enacting  that 
during  the  recess  there  shall  be  no  rom|>ensatinn. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  a  word  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas; 
and  it  u  this.  If  we  take  a  recess  at  all,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  Jo  it  from  the  first  Monday  in  July,  which 
will  give  us  a  proper  time  to  ge  home  and  return. 
I  would  adopt  the  suggestion  to  say  second  or 
third  Monday  in  July,  if  this  were  a  proposition 
for  final  adjournment;  but  this  is  merely  for  a  re- 
cess.    I  hope  the  question  will  be  taken. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Wei.ler 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  GWIN.     I  accept  that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Pettit,]  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  until  Monday  week  next. 

Mr.  GWIN.  On  that  motion  1  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

YHAS— MeiL<rt.  Bayard,  Douglas,  Norris,  PenlI,Raak, 
Sluarl,  and  Walker— 7. 

NAYS — Messf!*.  Adams,  Allen, A(chi8on,  Badger,  Brod- 
hpod,  Rrown,  Chase,  Clay,  Clayton,  Dawsnn,  t)odge  of 
Wisconaiii,  Evans,  Fe^sfindi'ii,  FinIi,  Filzpalnck,  Fool, 
Geyer,  (>illelle,  Gwin,  HiiidIjii,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa, 
Jones  or  Tennessee,  Mallory,  Ma-son,  Pnill,  Hebastian, 
Seward,  Slidell,  Sumner,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Toombs,  Toucey,  Wade,  and  Weller — 34. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  now  move  to  strike  out  the 
latter  clause  of  the  resolution,  which  provides  for 
a  recess  until  October. 

Mr.  SEWARD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  amendment;  and  they  were  ordered,  and  be- 
ing taken  resulted — yeas  19,  nays  34;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Chase,  Dod^e  of  Wisconsin, 
Douglas,  Ffssenden,  Fisti,  Fitzpairick,  Hamlin,  Mallory, 
Mason,  Nurris,  Rusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Stuart,  Sumnt*r, 
ToitniliB,  and  VVeller — 19. 

NAYS— Mi'ssrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Badger,  Bayard,  Brod- 
head,  t^lay,  Clayton,  Dawson,  Kvans,  Fool,  Geyer,  Gil- 
Istle,  Gwin,  Johnson, Jones  of  Iowa,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Pellil,  I'ralt,  Sebastian,  tSlidell,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Toucey,  Wade,  and  tValkcr— 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  onginal  res- 
olution as  modified,  as  follows: 

Retolvtdj  (The  House  concurring,)  That  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Keprcsenl- 
alives,  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the  first  Monday 
in  July,  until  the  Uiird  Monday  of  October  next. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  move  to  amend  that  by 
striking  out  the  "  third  Monday  of  October, "and 
inserting  "first  Monday  of  October." 

Mr.  STUART.  If  this  matter  is  to  be  consid- 
ered and  determined  to-day,  it  strikes  me  that  we 
mighlaa  well  have  some  little  understanding  about 
it.  It  seems  that  the  object  is  to  advance  the  con- 
venience of  Senators.  I  know  not  how  it  may 
be  in  the  south  and  southwest,  but  I  must  say 
that  a  more  inconvenient  adjournment  for  gentle- 
men in  the  northwestern  States  could  not  be  pro- 
posed. The  elections  in  almost  all  those  States 
take  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November.  The 
election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives come  off  on  that  day;  and  many  of  those 
members,  as  a  matter  of  course,  will  be  candidates 
for  reelection.  Now,  to  bring  those  gentlemen 
back  here  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  or  at 
any  other  time  in  October,  would  be  one  of  the 
most  inconvenient  things  that  could  be  done. 

Now,  sir,  I  submit  tnat,  as  a  general  proposi- 
tion, there  has  been  as  much  injury  done  in  under- 
taking to  fix  the  time  for  the  final  adjournment  of 
a  legislative  body,  before  there  is  a  sufficient  under- 
standing of  the  condition  of  business  to  satisfy 
the  body  that  it  can  be  disposed  of  by  the  time 
fixed,  as  has  been  done  in  any  other  way.     It  is 

firoductive  of  more  hasty  and  inconsiderate  legis- 
ation  perhaps  than  any  other  one  thing.  I  have 
often  heard  it  remarket!  that  it  is  necessary  to  fix 
a  time  of  adjournment  and  work  up  to  it.  I  have 
found  that  work  to  consist  in  doing  certain  things 


very  improperly  and  not  doing  certain  other  things 
at  all. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  this  much  in 
justification  of  myself.  I  shall  vote  against  this 
proposition.  I  shall  vote  against  fixing  at  this 
time  any  day  for  the  adjournment  of  this  session 
of  Congress,  merely  for  the  reason  that  at  lesst 
three  fourths  of  the  business  which  ought  to  be 
done  by  this  Congress  is  untouched. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.     I  agree  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan,  that  this  would    be  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient  for  us,  and  I   think  very 
disadvantageous  to  the  public  business,     in  real- 
ity, we  have  done  very  little  practical  business  st 
this  session,  and  all  the  great  practical  measures 
are  yet  to  be  taken  up  and  considered.     Take  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill  for  instance.     Take  the  home- 
stead bill,  a  measure  very  important   and  inter- 
esting to  those  who  are  in  favor  of  it,  and  one 
which,  whether  it  be  passed  or  rejected,  ou^ht  to 
be  acted  on  ft  this  session.     Then  there  is  the 
message  of  the  President,  vetoing  the  bill  grantiag 
land  for  the  indigent  insane.     Some  of  us  wen 
very  severely  censured  here  because  we  wanted  s 
little  delay  in  relation  to  that  message.     Gentle- 
men said  it  was  due  to  the  President,  due  to  tJit 
subject,  and  due  to  the  country,  that  we  should 
take  up  the  message,  and  proceetl   to   consider  it 
immediately.    My  excellent  and  honorable  friend 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clatton,]   though  be  did 
not  exactly  censure  me,  took  occasion  to  admon* 
ish  me  that  that  was  the  old  way  of  proceeding. 
Now,  how  have  we  been  acting  in  relation  to  tins 
message.'     We  have  been  taking  it  up  occasion- 
ally,  and,  as  they  say  in   the  other  end  of  the 
Capitol,  it  has  been  dilly-dally  shilly-shally  ever 
since.     My  opinion  is,  that  it  is  wrong  now  at 
this  stage  of  the  session  of  Congress  to  undertake 
to  predetermine  at  what  time  it  is  proper  to  ad- 
journ; and  for  this  reason,  we  cannot  possibly  tell 
what  the  necessity  or  exigency  of  the  public  ser- 
vice in  that  time  may  be. 

Mr.  BADGER.  This  is  only  to  take  a  recess 
for  a  few  weeks;  that  is  the  whole  amount  of  it. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.  A  recess  for  a  few  weeks .' 
Mr.  BADGER.  During  the  hot  weather. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  shall  be  willing  to  laVe  a 
recess,  when  we  get  through  the  larger  portion  of 
the  necessary  business  of  the  session.  I  have 
been  waiting  all  this  session  to  havetaken  up  some 
bills  in  relation  to  the  Army,  which  are  essentially 
necessary.  I  have  been  also  waiting  to  press 
forward  the  homestead  bill,  but  we  have  been  kept 
back  upon  that.  I  think  now  that  a  movement  of 
this  kind  will  effectuate  nothing  but  this,  that 
there  will  be  no  further  business  done  at  this  ses- 
sion, and  all  the  bills  which  I  have  mentioned, 
will  be  passed  over  until  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  then  carried  into  the  ensuing  session. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  I  should  tou 
against  the  motion  to  adjourn  on  the  first  .Mon- 
day in  July,  if  it  were  a  proposition  by  itself;  but 
1  think  that  would  be  infinitely  better  than  this 
resolution  as  it  now  stands.  In  the  first  place,  I 
regard  the  passing  of  the  resolution  in  its  present 
shape,  as  worse  than  nothing;  for  after  the  facts 
stated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  it 
is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  House  will  concur 
in  the  resolution  to  take  this  recess.  I  have  seen 
once  or  twice  such  recesses  on  a  smaller  scale 
than  the  one  now  proposed,  and  they  amounted 
to  nothing,  so  far  as  the  dispatch  of  business  was 
concerned;  so  it  will  be  in  this  case.  When  we 
come  here  again  in  October,  very  little  will  be 
done,  but  a  great  deal  of  time  will  be  lost  in  getting 
to  business. 

Now,  sir,  I  apprehend  that  if  the  business  on 
our  table  be  looked  into,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
larger  than  it  has  been  at  any  previous  ssseion  of 
Congress;  and  this  resolution  allows  but  a  very 
short  time — until  the  first  Monday  in  July — tooc- 
complish  it.  There  is,  in  fact,  between  this  and 
that  day,  not  more  than  sufficient  time  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  appropriation  bills  themselves  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.  One  fact  is  very  notori- 
ous, that  these  appropriation  bills,  so  far  as  we 
have  any  experience  of  them  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  are  more  stoutly  resisted  than  they  hare 
ever  been  before.  Why,  sir,  this  is  the  month  of 
May,  and  the  deficiency  bill  is  not  yet  passed.  A 
committee  of  conference  is  now  out  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  that  bill.  A  great  many  of  the  appropria- 
tions contained  in  it  are  palpobiy  necessary  to  be 
made,  but  still  the  bill  is  not  passed.    The  whole 
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time  allowed,  aa  1  have  aaid,  ia  not  more  than 
•ufficient  to  coneider  the  appropriation  bilb. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  very  important 
bills.  1  shaJl  notpreteod  to  enumerate  them  all, 
but  there  are  three  oefore  ua  of  vast  importance. 
One  is  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  Army.  Dep- 
redations are  being  committed  daily  by  the  In- 
dians on  our  frontier,  and  they  pass  by  unheeded. 
The  War  Department  is  called  upon  for  the  better 
defense  of  the  frontier;  but  it  has  been  unable  to 
afford  that  defense,  in  consequence  of  the  few 
troops'at  its  disposal.  Every  mail  brings  me  in- 
formation of  depredations  committed  on  mr  con- 
■titusnta.  We  have  a  bill  to  increase  the  Army, 
which  has  been  re(>orted  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Jllinois,  which  has  not  yet  been  discussed, 
which  has  not  been  taken  up,  bat  which  ia  very 
important  for  thapublie  service. 

Mr.  CASS.    Then  there  is  the  judiciary  bill. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  bill  mentioned  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Michigan  is  one  of  vast  im- 
portance. Everybody  admits  that  the  judiciary 
■ystem  under  which  we  are  now  laboring  is 
wretchedly  defective.  It  is  partial  in  its  operation, 
and  does  not  answer  the  purpose  intended  by  the 
Constitution.  There  ia  an  imoortant  bill  before 
aa,  which  has  been  reported  after  great  research, 
on  that  subject;  and  it  will  eonsumeagreat  deal  of 
time  to  consider  it,  aa  it  ought  to  be  considered, 
with  deliberation  and  calmneaa.  It  is  very  necee- 
■ary  that  it  should  be  disposed  of. 

Then  there  ia  the  homestead  bill.  Though  I 
feel  somewhat  indifferent  in  regard  to  that,  its 
friends  consider  it  a  matter  of  very  ^eat  import- 
ance. I  km  inclined  to  think  that  it  is.  The  sub- 
ject will  be  before  us  until  we  do  something;  and 
the  sooner  we  act  judiciously  and  properly  in  re- 
gard to  it,  the  better.  In  acting  upon  that  bill, 
we  should  act  with  calmness anddeUberation;  and 
when  we  pass  a  bill  upon  the  subject,  it  should  be 
one  of  proper  character. 

Again,  here  is  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  which  I 
regard  as  a  verv  important  national  measure.  I 
know  very  well  that  it  was  not  intended  by  the 
honorable  mover  of  the  resolution  [Mr.  Gwiw] 
that  it  should  operate  injuriously  upon  that  meas- 
are,  or  the  one  which  I  last  mentioned.  He  is 
■lore  anxious  for  one  of  them,  the  homestead  bill, 
than  I  am;  and  is  K|ually  anxious  as  I  am  for  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill.  But  my  deliberate  judgment 
ia,  that  if  this  resolution  be  paB8ed,and  be  agreed 
Ml  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  (which  1  do 
not  apprehend  will  be  the  case,)  the  Pacific  railroad 
bill,  the  judiciary  bill,  the  homestead  bill,  and  the 
bill  for  the  increase  of  the  Army,  are  dead. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.    No  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  QWIN.  I  will  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  answering  the  ailments  of  the 
Senator  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rdbk,]  and  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields.]  They  have  already 
been  answered  by  the  previous  debate.  But,  sir, 
allusion  has  been  made  to  the  amount  of  business 
on  our  table.  Allow  me  to  say,  that  there  li  will 
remain  until  three  weeks  before  the  dose  of  the 
■eaaion.  I  should  like  to  know  what  we  have 
done  within  the  last  three  weeks?  Nothing  at  all. 
There  has  been  no  legislation  for  three  weeks 
past.  Here  we  have  Tiad  a  bill  of  preiiminent 
importance,  so  represented  by  Senators  on  this 
floor,  to  be  acted  upon  at  once,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  the  President,  and  on  account  of  the 
importance  of  the  principles  involv«l  in  it.  I 
refer  to  the  veto  message.  Now,  have  you,  sir, 
ever  seen  as  little  desire  to  bHng  up  that  question, 
which  waa  represented  to  be  of  such  an  important 
nature  as  to  override  every  other  queslioa  that  we 
attempted  to  bring  forward?  Have  yon  ever  seen 
a  Question  languish  as  that  has  in  this  body  ? 

My  experience  here  is  very  short  indeed,  but 
that  experience  teaches  me  that  when  we  mature 
baeiness  in  the  committee,  and  bring  it  before  the 
Senate,  the  members  >f  those  committees  can 
praeent  it  in  a  few  days  as  well  as  they  can  in  a 
nw  weeka.  Every  measure  that^will  be  dis- 
eossed  before  this  Congress,  if  we  should  sit  nnlil 
November,  has  already  been  presented,  except, 
perhaps,  the  river  and  harbor  bill.  There  is  not 
another  question  that  can  come  up  which  has  not 
already  bnn  reported  upon.  Every  one  of  the 
questions  which  we  are  to  consider  can  be  dis- 
cussed and  acted  upon,  except  one  or  two,  in  the 
last  three  weeks  of  the  session,  no  matter  when 
the  end  will  be,  in  October,  September,  August, 
or  July. 


Now,  Mr.  President,  so  &r  aa  this  House  is 
concerned,  what  have  we  before  us?  We  have 
-no  appropriation  bills  here.  We  have  already 
possea  thi'ee  or  four  appropriation  billa.  The 
other  House,  so  soon  as  the  present  special  order 
is  dispensed  with^«nd  the  moment  a  day  of  ad- 
journment is  fixed  that  will  be  disposed  of,  for  the 
question  has  been  very  much  discussed — they  will 
send  ue  the  appropriation  bilb.  In  the  mean  time 
we  can  act  upon  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  and  the 
homestead  bill.  We  ahall  have  time  enough  to 
pass  the  immediate  pressing  legislation  of  the 
country.  Then  what  can  we  do  here,  when  we 
meet  in  October?  We  can  lake  up  the  judiciary 
bill,  and  the  other  bills  which  have  been  alluded 
to,  that  are  not  of  pressing  necessity.  I  under- 
take to  say,  that  there  ia  no  possibility  of  passing 
the  bill  to  which  the  Senator  from  Illinois  alluded, 
to  increase  the  Army.  It  was  distinctly  under- 
stood, when  the  other  bills  introduced  by  that 
tSenator  in  relation  to  the  Army  were  passed,  that 
the  bill  to  which  he  has  referred  would  not  be  acted 
upon  during  the  session.  The  reason  was,  that 
there  was  a  greater  pressing  necessity  to  have  a 
retired  list,  and  increaae  of  compepsalion  of  the 
Army,  than  lo  have  the  other  measure,  and  that 
we  could  not  expect  the  whole  of  them  at  once. 

Sir,  I  am  as  anxious  aa  any  person  to  discharge 
the  business  of  the  country.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  talk  about  my  being  here  all  the  time. 
That  ia  pretty  genwally  known.  I  have  not 
brought  forward  this  resolution,  ota  account  of  any 
desirs  which  I  have  to  poatpone  the  public  busi- 
ness, but  because  I  want  to  dispatch  it.  I  feel 
perfectly  confident  that  before  the  first  Monday  of 
July  we  can  act  on  every  question  which  we  shall 
act  upon  at  all.  If  we  remain  until  the  last  of  Au- 
gust, except  those  measures  which  can  be  post- 
poned, ana  should  be  postponed  until  October. 

I  hope  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware [Mr.  Batabd]  to  strike  out  the  third  Mon- 
day of  October,  and  insert  the  first  Monday  of 
October,  will  be  voted  down.  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Stuart]  talk*  about  the  election* 
for  members  of  Congress  coming  oflT  in  Novem* 
her.  Why,  sir,  in  many  of  the  State*  the  elec- 
tions lake  place  in  October.  The  elections  take 
place  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and  variooa  other 
States  during  that  month.  But  it  is  unnecessary 
for  members  to  beat  home  when  the  elections  take 
place.  There  is  a  necessity  for  being  there  in  ad- 
vance, I  confess,  so  that  they  can  make  their  ar- 
rangements for  the  election;  but  there  is  no  other 
pressing  necessity  for  their  presence.  1  hop*  the 
reeoluuon  in  its  present  form  will  pass. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  doas  not  meet  my  approbation. 
I  should  prefer  a  resolution  simply  authorizing  the 
two  Houses  to  be  adjourned  at  a  given  day,  and 
I  would  fix  that  day  now.  I  would  fix  it  for  the 
reaaona  which,  I  think,  have  been  so  well  staled  by 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pratt;]  reasons 
which  conform  to  my  experience  here  for  the  last 
twelve  years.  When  ever  you  fix  a  day  of  ad- 
journment yon  will  work  up  to  that  day.  SA 
will  be  the  fact  now  I  have  no  doubt.  But  ne 
Senate  have  refused  to  modify  this  resolution,  and 
I  shall  vote  for  it  in  its  present  form,  because  I 
believe  both  the  convenience  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  substantial  wanu  of  the  country  will  be  as 
w«ll  and  better  provided  for,  if  we  adjourn  soon, 
than  if  we  continue  on  interminable  session  dur- 
ing the  hot  season  here. 

Senators  have  alluded  to  various  subjects  which 
are  of  importance  to  the  country.  I  concede  all 
the  importance  which  they  attribute  to  them;  bat, 
without  any  fixed  time  for  an  adjournment,  who 
supposes  those  bills  will  receive  action,  either  fa- 
vorably or  unfavorably,  by  Coneress  before  the 
first  of  October?  I  do  not;  and  1  believe  they  will 
receive  the  action  of  Congress  almost  a*  early  if 
we  adjourn  over  lo  October,  as  they  would  if  we 
were  to  remain  here  without  adiouming.  In  my 
judgment,  there  will  be  very  little  difference  in 
the  time  when  you  will  act  upon  them.  In  my 
opinion,  the  time  fixed  in  this  resolution  is  amply 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  discuss  and  act  upon 
all  these  measures  which  ars  of  pressing  import- 
ance. The  Icn^h  of  time  that  will  elapse  between 
the  time  for  adjoummeot  as  fixed  intheresohition, 
and  the  time  we  are  to  meet  a^n,  will  be  short, 
and  then  those  measures  which  remain  anaeted 
upon  can  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

1  will,  for  these  reasons,  give  my  vote  for  tbe 
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resolution,  thouigh  I  would  prefer  it  simply  aa  a 
resolution  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  shall  vote  against  the  pro- 

ised  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
_Mr.  Bataro,]  for  the  reason  that  I  am  in  fevor 
of  the  earliest  adjournment.  If  the  resolution  had 
been  voted  upon  as  originally  proposed,  I  should 
have  voted  for  it.  As  on  individual,  I  think  the 
country  would  lose  nothing  by  failing  to  gel,  at 
this  or  subsequent  sessions,  the  meaaures  which 
have  been  alluded  to  by  Senators  who  bava  ob- 
jected to  the  adjournment.  There  is  one  bill, 
however,  which  I  should  like  to  see  acted  upon  at 
this  session,  and  if  we  should  be  so  fortunate  a* 
to  eet  it  reported  back  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  I  preaume  we  could  pass  it  any 
morning.  I  refer  to  the  graduation  bill,  which  i* 
much  more  important  to  the  country  than  the 
homestead  bill. 

As  to  the  homestead  bill  and  the  PRcific  rail- 
road bill,  they  will  do  just  as  well  at  the  next  ses- 
sion as  at  this;  and  the  country  will  be  better  olT  in 
my  opinion,  particulariy  in  regard  to  the  home- 
stead bill,  if  they  should  never  be  acted  jipon. 
Sir,  that  bill  is  the  first  step  towards  agrarianism, 
towards  dividing  out  the  property  of  the  rich 
among  the  poor;  and  if  it  should  never  be  acted 
upon  by  this  Congress,  the  country  would  sustain 
no  loss  by  it. 

But,  sir,  as  the  Senate  has  refused  to  adjourn 
over  from  the  time  fixed  in  the  resololion  until  tb* 
next  regular  meeting,  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion as  It  now  stands.  If  we  are  to  have  a  receea 
of  some  three  months,  and  three  months  only,  it 
occurs  to  me  that  the  better  time  to  lake  it  is  dur- 
ing the  hot  seaaon  of  the  year.  That  the  fall  aea- 
son  will  be  a  better  time  for  the  performance  of 
labor  than  the  summer,  it  seenu  to  me  none  can 
doubt.     I  will  therefore  vote  for  the  resolution.     • 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  merely  to  say  that  mr 
views  upon  this  resolution  and  upon  the  amend- 
ment that  is  pending,  will  be  discovered  as  soon 
aa  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called.     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bat  ARD  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  resolution  aa  mod- 
ified. 

Mr.  SEWARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  token,  resulted— 
yeas  36,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

YEAB— Menrs.  Adaini,  Allen,  AKhiMMi,  Badjer,  Bajr- 
srd,  Brodheail,  Clajr,  Clayioo,  Dawmn,  Evann,  PcMendes, 
Gayer,  Owin,  Hsralin,  Juhmoo,  Jonea  of  lows,  Juoe*  of 
Tennewee,  Mallory,  Prait,  BebsMian,  Blldell,  Bumner, 
Tbomptoo  orKenlBcky,  Toomte,  Wa<t«,  and  Weller— 96. 

NAYS— Menn.  Brown,  Can,  CbaM,  Donglsi,  Flls- 

Bitrlek,  Potft,  Gllletle,  Ranter,  Mason,  Nonle,  Peiat,Batk, 
awsrd,  Sbleldi,  Binan,  Toneey,  and  tVilkar— 17. 

So  the  resolution  waa  adopted,  as  follows: 
Raolvtd,  (ibe  Houm  concarring,)  That  tba  Fmliant  of 
tba  Senate,  and  Iba  Speaker  of  tba  Boiua  of  Bapfesaaia- 
llvaa,  aiDoora  ibair  ra<pccUva  HouMa  on  tba  Aral  Moodajr 
in  July,  ontii  Iba  Ibird  Monday  of  Oelobar  next. 

Otinti,  That  tba  Baeretary  reqneal  tt)a  cooenrreac*  of 
tly  Honaa  of  BapraiantaUm  therein. 

SCHOOL  SBCTIONS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Mr.  President,  aa  we  are  likely 
to  adjourn  very  aoon,  1  apprehend  that  local 
measures  will  all  be  given  the  go-by  at  this  ses- 
sion, unless  we  can  act  upon  them  very  soon.  I 
hops,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in 
taking  up  the  House  bill  "  to  authorize  the  selec- 
tion of  school  districts,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth 
sections,  within  the  twelve  mile  square  reserva- 
tion. State  of  Alabama,"  which  has  been  reported 
without  amendment  from  the  Committee  on  PubUe 
Lands,  and  which,  I  presume,  will  incur  no  oppo- 
*ition  whatever. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senatepro- 
eeeded  to  consider  theliill  as  in  Committee  or  the 
Whole.  * 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  state  to  the  Senate,  that  this 
was  an  Indian  reservation,  and  hence  the  people 
within  those  twelve  miles  square  were  exclucfed 
from  the  benefits  of  that  po/'tion  of  the  act,  ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  which 
granted  the  sixteenth  sections  to  ths  inhabitants  of 
sach  township,  for  the  benefit  of  common  school*. 

The  bill  waa  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  SENATE  DEBATES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  I 
shall  to-morrow  call  up,  and  aak  the  Senate  to 
consider,  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  rssolutioa 
in  reganl  to  the  reporting  of  the  debate*.   It  i*  im- 
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portant  to  that  branch  of  the  service  that  the  mat-  | 
ter  should  be  disposed  of  as  quickly  as  possible, 
to  thai  the  reporter  and  printer  of  the  debates  may  | 
kni>w  what  is  to  be  done,  in  order  that  he  may 

rovide  means  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  Senate. 

will  call  up  the  motion  to  reconsider  to-morrow,  i 

MEETINGS  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.     I  desire  to  give  notice  that 
I  will  tomorrow  bring  in  the  bill  to  which  I  have 
referred,  lo  fix  the  annual   meeting  of  Congress  1 
hereafter  on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

WILLIAM    BUTLER.  i 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  ask  leave  to  with-  j 
draw  from  the  table  of  the  Senate  the  adverse  re- 
port of  the  Commiltee  on  Pensions  in  the  esse  of 
William  Builer.  He  believes  he  has  sufficient 
tesiimony  lo  authorize  the  allowance  of  the  claim 
at  the  Pension  Bureau,  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  thinks  it  is  probable  he  has.  The  object 
is  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions. 
There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

INDIGENT  INSANE   BILL  VETO. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union 
for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  persons,  which 
had  been  returned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  with  his  objections. 

Ttie  PRESI  DING  OFFICER,  [Mr.  Wellf.r.1 
The  question  is,  "Shall  the  bill  pass,  the  Presi- 
dent's objections  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.'" 
The  Secretary  will  call  the  roll.  ^ 

The  Secretary  commenced  the  call,  and  Mr. 
Adams  answered  "  nay." 

Mr.  CASS.  I  wish  to  make  a  short  speech  be- 
fore the  vole  is  taken. 

Several  Sekators.  It  is  too  late,  a  Senator 
has  voted. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     I  withdraw  my  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  cannot  proceed,  except  by  unani- 
mous consent.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi 
has  answered 

Mr.  ADAMS.     I  withdraw  my  vote. 

The  PRESI  DING  OFFICER.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  calling  of  the  roll  will  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  will  be  considered  as  not  having 
been  commenced. 

Several  Senators.     No  objection. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  did  not  know  this  question 
would  come  up  to  day.  I  thought  there  were 
other  maiter><  to  be  called  up. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  Senate  having  fixed  a 
day  for  us  to  get  through  business,  I  mean,  when- 
ever I  can  get  an  opportunity,  to  make  motions 
to  take  up  the  business  which  we  have  talked 
about. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hope  this  subject  will  be  post- 
poned. We  expect  to  adjourn  over  tomorrow. 
Besides,  I  understood  the  honorable  Senator  from 
California  [Mr.  Gwin,]  had  a  bill  which  he  wished 
us  to  consider  to-day  or  to  morrow.  Therefore, 
1  have  not  come  prepared  to  speak  to-day  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  move  lo  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  vote  cannot  be  taken  to-day. 
Haifa  dozen  gentlemen  wish  to  speak. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Some  one  else  can  go  on  to-day. 
Perhaps  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hunter,] 
is  ready. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Does  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia wish  to  i;o  on  to-day.' 

Mr.  HUNTER,  i  do  ftot  wish  to  go  on  now. 
I  have  been  engaged  during  the  day  in  the  con- 
ference on  the  deficiency  bill.  But  I  would  go 
on  now  rather  than  have  the  vote  taken  immedi- 
ately. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  will  move  an  adjournment,  if 
that  be  the  wish  of  the  Senate. 

["No!"  "No!"] 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
adjourn  now.  We  shall  be  able  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  defi- 
ciency bill  very  soon. 

Mr.  CASS.  Then  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  subject  until  Monday 
next. 


Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  that  if  he  does  not  care  to  speak 
to-morrow  1  will  go  on. 

Mr.  CASS.  Very  well.  Then  I  move  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding,  "  and  that  it  be  the  special  order  for 
half  past  twelve  o'clock,  p.  m." 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  gave  notice  a  short  time 
since  that  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Navi(l  Affairs  had  some  amendments  to  propose 
to  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  the  Navy;  and 
for  that  reason,  i  did  not  call  up  the  bill  this  morn- 
ing. I  notified  the  Senate,  however,  that  I  should 
ask  the  Senate  to  give  me  the  morning  hour  to- 
morrow for  the  consideration  of  that  bill.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  modify 
his  proposition  so  as  to  say  one  o'clock,  instead 
of  half  past  twelve. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Then  I  move  lo  amend  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  pending  bill,  by  saying 
that  it  shall  be  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at 
one  o'clock. 

The  amendment  was  adopted;  and  the  motion 
as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS THE  GENERAL  ARM- 
STRONG CASE. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  The  Senate  appear  to  be  em- 
barraVsed  as  to  what  business  to  consider.  I  move 
that  they  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
for  the  relief  of  the  claimants  of  the  private  armed 
brig  General  Armstrong.  1  think  it  will  not  take 
long. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  one 
o'clock  tomorrow  has  been  assigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  veto  message. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  give  notice,  that  I  shall  re- 
sist, with  all  the  power  I  can,  its  being  taken  up, 
until  we  dispose  of  the  business,  which  belongs 
emphatically  lo  the  Senate,  and  that  is  our  re- 
porting. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  We  can  take  that  up  at  half 
past  twelve,  and  the  other  atone  o'clock. 

Mr.  BADGER  I  think  it  is  useless  to  take 
up  the  bill  referred  to  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Louisiana  at  this  period  of  the  day.  It  must 
lead  to  a  long  discussion.  It  is  a  contested  and 
complicated  case;  and  surely  there  can  be  no  idea 
of  disposing  of  it  to-day,  when  it  is  now  two 
o'clock. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  The  objection  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  North  Carolina  would  amount 
to  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Not  at  all;  it  can  be  taken  up 
to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  It  will  be  impossible  to  obtain 
any  one  day  during  the  session  for  the  discussion 
of  the  bill.  I  have  found,  from  experience,  that 
it  is  idle  to  attempt  to  do  anything  on  Fiiday,  for 
there  is  seldom  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  here  on 
that  day.  I  do  not  think  that  the  bill  involves 
aB  very  difficult  or  gravequestions;  and  I  believe 
we  can  dispose  of  it  to-day;  we  can  commence  it 
at  any  rate. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  not  object  to  takingupthe 
bill  proposed  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  provided  I  can  make  an  arrangement 
which  I  wish  lo  make  with  that  Senator.  I  SK- 
pect  every  moment  that  we  shall  receive  the  report 
of  the  conjmittee  of  conference  on  the  deficiency 
bill;  and  if  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  will  agree 
thai  this  bill  shall  be  laid  aside  when  that  report 
comes  in,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  taking  it  up. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  1  will  agree  to  lay  it  aside  for 
thai  purpose. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  would  suggest  that  if  weare 
to  do  anything,  we  had  belter  go  on  and  do  the 
business  of  the  country.  If  so,  1  do  not  know  of 
any  bill  which  we  could  better  afford  to  pass  over 
than  the  one  which  my  friend  from  Louisiana  has 
moved  to  lake  up.  It  has  been  before  Congress 
for  twenty  or  twenty-five  years.  I  believe  we 
once  referred  the  case  to  the  French  Government 
for  regular  arbitration,  and  they  decided  against 
us.  I  think,  therefore,  that  bill  might  very  well 
afford  to  lie  over  until  we  do  some  of  the  business 
of  the  country,  i  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  in 
such  an  attitude  as  to  be  pressed  on  the  Senate 
under  existing  circumstances. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  1  will  say  to  my  friend  from 
Georgia  that  it  is  becaase  this  claim  has  remained 


nndispoaed  of  for  twenty  or  twenty-fire  yean, 
that  it  should  be  disposea  of  now. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  did  not  say  it  had  been  un- 
disposed of.  1  think  it  has  been  disposed  of  vtrj 
effectual  ly. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Without  the  consent  of  the 
claimants,  and  in  fact,  against  their  protestationa, 
this  claim  was  referred  to  the  arbitrament  of  Louis 
Napoleon.  It  presenia  itself  here  under  very  pe- 
culiar circumstances 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  know  that,  sir;  but  I  an 
responding  to  my  friend  from  Georgia.  I  under- 
stand, however,  that  the  committee  of  conference 
are  ready  to  make  their  repnri  on  the  deficiency 
bill,  and,  considering  this  question  to  be  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  for  consideration,  1  will  consent 
to  lay  it  aside  temporarily. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  DoestheSen- 
ator  from  Louisiana  withdraw  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill? 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  do  not;  but  I  am  willing  to 
let  it  lay  aside  for  the  present. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  motion 
must  be  disposed  of  before  the  repoTl  of  the  com- 
mittee can  be  received. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  suppose  we  can  pass  over 
it  informally,  by  unanimnun  consent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Certainly:  if 
there  be  no  objection,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  will  be  received. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 
Mr.   HUNTER  submilted   the  following  re- 
port: 

Tlie  commiltee  of  conference  on  the  disacrcpmr  t^i^s 
of  the  two  nouses  on  the  bill  ^Mo  snpply  n 

the  approprialiuns  for  the  service  of  the  ;  .1- 

ing  tUv.  30t!i  of  June,  1854,"  having  niel.  ali- :  _ :t& 

confewnce,  have  agret-d  lo  recnmnicnrf,  and  ilo  recom- 
mend, lo  their  respeclive  Moui<es,  an  follow,* : 

That  ihe  Senata  do  concur  in  the  amendmtnta  of  the 
Houite  to  ihe  aniendiuenls  of  the  Senate  nuojbered  4,  10, 
38,  39,  43,  and  46. 

That  Ihe  Senate  concur  with  Ihe  nni»MiHiri.'niK  of  the 
HouHe,  except  the  firsi  amendment  l<  ; 

of  the  Senate,  with    which  the  H'  i 

amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word  ■   - -  .u, 

and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  **  three." 

That  Ihe  Henate  recede  t'rom  its  amendments  irambcisd 
11,  12,  14,  20,  25,  26,  40,  42,  48,  52,  and  53. 

That  the  flimse  concur  in  the  dcnaie  amendmeota  niua- 
bered  .%  and  37. 

That  the  Mouse  concur  in  the  Senate  amemlm.'nr  f'um- 
bered  24,  with  Ihe  following  .imendiuent :   -  M 

alter  Ihe  word  "  for,"  in  the  firsl  line,  to  an'  e 

word  "  him,"  in  the  second  line,  and  insert  •    :ls 

for  the  railroad  iJUrveys." 

That  Ihe  Hou^e  concur  in  the  Senate  amendiDent  No. 
41,  wiih  the  following  amendment:  Strike  not  all  alter 
the  word  "  dollars,"  in  line  three,  and  insert,  '*  iVoriicd, 
Thai  there  be  allowed  lo  the  legal  represenlalivca  ofRoliert 
Greenhow  such  sum,  In  addition  to  thai  received  by  tiim, 
as,  together,  will  make  his  salary  for  ihe  time  he  was  em- 
ployed as  assistant  law  agent  ef|unl  to  that  auUiortzed  lo 
be  paid  to  the  land  comnnssioners  by  the  act  of  March  3, 
1853,  making  appropriations  for  Ihe  civil  and  dipJomatic 
expenses  of  the  Governinent  for  the  year  ending  theSOili  of 
June,  1854." 

And  that  the  House  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  No.  51,  with  the  following  amendnient:  Strike  out 
all  after  Uie  word  *'  him,"  in  the  Qlteenth  Inr*-  iiur,of. 
It.  M.  T.  Ilf^ 
JAMES  C.  Ji 
W.M.  M.  G\\  r  . 
Uanagert  on  the  part  ot  tkt  S*na 
JOII\  S.  IMIKLPS, 
J.  LETCHER, 
JOS.  H.  UHA.N'DLF.R, 
Jlfonagert  on  the  part  of  the  H» 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  i  can  state,  inX" 
very  few  words,  what  has  been  the  result  of  the 
conference.  The  Senate  recede  from  most  of 
the  amendments  to  which  the  House  disagreed. 
We  recede  from  the  amendment  in  relaiion  to 
the  water-works,  and  from  the  amendment  in 
relation  to  the  custom-houses  and  marine  hos- 
pilals.  We  recede  from  the  amendment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bridge  over  the  Potomac  river.  The 
House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  in  relation  to  the  Pacific  railroad  sur- 
veys, and  agree  to  that  amendment  making  an 
appropriation  of  §40,000  lo  cover  those  deficien- 
cies, of  which  §25,000  are  for  the  Stevens,  and 
$15,000  for  the  Whipple  expedition.  The  House 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment 
in  relation  lo  the  compensation  of  Robert  Green- 
how,  with  an  amendment,  which  has  been  read. 
The  House  also  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  in  regard  to  the  printing,  with 
an  amendment.  The  committee  of  conference 
agree   to   Che  first  portion   of  that  tcmendmeot, 
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requiring  the  printing  of  each  Houaetobe  done  by 
its  own  printer,  but  etrike  out  the  part  in  relation 
to  the  Executive  priming.  That,  I  believe,  ia 
'  about  the  result  of  the  committee  of  conference. 
.  Mr.  WALKER.  I  ahould  like  to  ascertain,  if 
I  can,  the  condition  of  the  amendment  in  relation 
to  Robert  Greenhow. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read 
that  ponion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
conference. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  aa  followa: 
"  Thai  the  House  concur  in  Seasie'f  oaendmeM  forty- 
«ne,  with  the  (MIowing  aoMndment :  Mrike  oiu  ill  after 
ttie  word  <  dnllira,>  in  line  three,  and  Inaprt,  ■  ProvUtd, 
that  there  ke  allowed  to  the  legal  repracenutivn  or  Bnben 
«  flreenhow,  tuch  turn  in  addition  to  ibot  rec«i<«d  by  tham, 
a*  together  will  make  his  Mlary,  furthe  time  he  waa  em- 
played  aa  aMi«ianl  law  ageni,  e^ual  to  thai  aatboriied  to 
be  paid  to  the  land  comtatMioner*,  by  the  act  ot  the  3d  of 
March,  18S3,  making  appropriatlaM  for  the  civil  and  dlplo- 
naiie  expenau  orGoveraaient  for  the  year  eodtag  tbeaOth 
•f  iune,  1854."' 

Mr.  OWIN.  That  allowa  the  aam*  eompen- 
•otion  as  the  land  commisaionen,  f8,000  a  year. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  quaation 
ia  «a  ooocurring  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference.  # 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

Oa  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


•HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuMDAY,  Jtfoy  aa,  1854. 

The  Houae  mat  at  twelve  o'cloak,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrk. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen managers  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the 
committee  of  confsreRce  oa  the  disa;f«eing  votes 
between  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendnenu  of 
the  Senate  to  (he  deficiency  bill:  Messrs.  Phblvs, 
CHANDLca,  and  Lbtchbr. 

The  SPEAKER  elated  that  the  business  frstia 
order  was  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported on  Friday  from  the  Committee  on  Printing 
relative  to  the  printing  of  extra  copies  of  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  country. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  hope  that 
resviution  will  be  disposed  of  now. 

POST  ROADS  IN  IJTAH. 

Mr.  BERNHISBL,  by  tmanimous  consent, 
offered  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
conaidered,  and  agreed  to: 

lUt»lntd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  OOce  and 
Poat  Koeds  he  insiracted  to  inquire  iaio  Ike  ezpedteaoy  of 
eaubliabing  amail  raula  rrooi  Tooele  city  to  OaBttvHei 


IMIaday>(  SetileueM,  LilUe  Coitonwood,  and  Oiaeei 
vUle, lo  Mouniainiville,  in  Uie Tenitoiy  of  Uiaii,  aadthat 
said  coiniiiiutw  reporc  by  bill  or  otherwue. 

ROADS  AND  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  NEBRASKA. 

Mr.  HBNN,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  ia 
paraaancc  of  previous  notice,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing bills:  which  were  read  a  first  and  second 
time  bv  their  respective  titles,  and  referred  as  in- 
dicated bek>w: 

A  bill  for  the  construction  of  milHanr  roads 
in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska.  Referredf  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  public  landa 
in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  and  to  establish  a 
hind  office  therem.  Referred  to  Uie  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

WEST  rSUtaAHA  RAIUtOAA. 

Mr.  REESE.  I  desire  to  call  up  the  motion  to 
vseoiisider  the  vote  in  rcga«d  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  West  Feliciana  rulKMMl  and  theOaor- 
^a  Railroad  and  Banking  Companies. 

ReiiBrence  was  mode  of  that  bill,  when  it  cans 
YV^om  the  Senate,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  A 
motion  was  subsequently  made  to  reconsider  that 
vote,  and  it  has  never  been  acted  on.  I  desire  the 
vote  to  be  reconsidered  now,  that  I  may  have  the 
Ull  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  rscon- 
•ider;  and  it  was  agreed  lo. 

REPORT  OW  BANKS. 

And  then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  REESE,  the  biU 
•was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  firat  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  following  amendment  to  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  KentuaklFt 


rMr..  Stanton,]  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Printing: 

<<  ProMeil,  That  anibing  harsin  contained  diall  «albor- 
ise  a  charge  Tor  a  lecond  compoiition.  **  ^ 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  desire  to 
say  in  reference  to  the  resolution,  that  this  House 
have  published  no  extra  copies  of  the  document 
in  question.  It  is  a  ver]r  important  document, 
containing  information  which  was  gathered  at  the 
request  of  ^is  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  the  different  banks  through- 
out the  Union.  A  great  many  of  these  banks 
have  raqueatsd  that  the  information  be  published, 
and  they  desire  that  they  shall  each  be  furniahed 
with  a  copv.  Two  hundred  and  fif^y  copies,  I 
think,  will  be  a  sufficient  number  to  supply  the 
different  banks  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object  to  the  adoption  of 
the  reaolation.  1  think  the  amendment  ie  right 
if  the  resolution  ia  to  be  adopted .  The  prin  ting  of 
thia  document  ia,  as  I  supposed  it  was,  inteiided 
for  the  benefit  of  the  bonks  throaghout  the  coun- 
try. This  information  has  been  published  in  the 
newspapers  here,  and  has  been  generally  dissemi- 
nated itt  that  way.  The  bank^  have  had  an  op- 
portunity to  get  It  in  that  way;  and  it  seenM  to 
me  we  mvs  done  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  eaae. 
if  thia  Houawondertakes  to  publish  information 
for  a  privileged  class,  for  banking  companies,  or 
any  odMr  privileged  class,  the  expense*  of  the 
OoTsainant  will  very  soon  run  up  to  on  enormous 
sum. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kenlooky  [Mr.  Stanton]  that  the 
vote  upon  the  resolution  shoH  be  passed  over  until 
next  week,  when  members  will  return  lo  their 
places,  and  allow  me  to  raovs  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimous  eonssnt 
oi  the  House  that  the  oonsidenftion  of  this  reso- 
lution lie  over?  The  Chair  hears  no  objselion; 
and  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  desire  that  my  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  shoU  be  cntared. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

JOHN  W.  KBLLT. 

Mr.  ABBRCROMBIB.    I  have  been  requsated 

by  Mr.  Maxwux,  who  is  not  now  in  his  sent, 

to  ask  that  the  papers  in  the  case  of  John  W. 

Kelly  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  for  the 

Surpose  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
iffice  and  Poet  RotMls. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  m^  colleague  proposes 
to  refer  the  bill  to  a  committee,  I  mtve  no  objec- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ak- 
boma  asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  take  from  the  table  the  following  bill: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Wl  Kelly. 

The  motion  was  aereed  to;  and  the  bill  having 
been  read  the  first  and  %econ<f  time  by  its  titleAVas 
referred  lo  the  Commitica  on  tha  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roods. 

PRESERVATION  OF  LIFE  ON  THE  MEW  JER- 
SEY COAST. 
Mr.  PENNINGTON,    I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following 
resolntion; 

RtKtotl,  That  the  CommlUee  on  Commeroe  be  in- 
•tracted  to  Inquirt  whether  aay,  and  what  mcaturea,  are 
neceraaiy  for  the  aecnrily  and  prcKrvation  of  life  and 
properly  Id  caw*  of  wreck  or  other  diianter  rif  vciaelaon 
Ihg  coast  of  New  Itmj,  and  report  by  bill  Or  otherwiie. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

PRESERVATION  OP  DIES  AND  MEDALS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  I9th  instant, 
o  oommunioation  received  by  that  Department 
from  the  DireGU>r  of  the  United  States  Mint,  on 
the  subject  of  the  condition  of  dies  or  medals 
Struck  by  the  authority  of  Congreas,  commemo- 
rative of  patriotic  services,  and  touching  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing  in  the  Mint  a  medal  depart- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  preserving  such  dies, 
medals,  &c^,lagether  with  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings qf  the  FtnnsylvanSA  Historical  Society,  I4| 


which  the  aaid  report  refers,  and  a  liat  of  the  dies 
now  in  the  Mint. 

The  communication  and  accompanyine  docu> 
ments  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE  MINISTER  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Mr.  MAY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  obtain  th« 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  present  o  res- 
olution, which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk.  It 
calls  for  certain  correspondence  from  the  Stotf 
Drpartment. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
reported,  as  follows: 

Rmolvtd,  Thai  Uie  President  be  requested  to'eonnani- 
cate  to  Congress,  »o  far  as,  in  his  judgmKiit,  it  may  be  coip- 
patibie  with  lh«  public  interest,  copies  of  the  eorrenpond- 
enceof  our  MiiMster  at  Consuniiunple,  the  Hon.  Carroi 
Bpenee,  and  which  has  been  traasmiued  to  the  Depan- 
qieaiorSials. 

Mr.  MAY.  I  merely  want  to  soy  o  nngia 
word  in  relation  to  this  resolution.  I  believe, 
Mr. Speaker,  that  our  Minister  lo  Constantinopla 
has  been  very  unjustly  censured  ss  to  the  specck 
delivered  by  him  on  his  presentation  to  the  Granil 
Turk.  1  think  that  when  an  authentic  copy  of 
that  speech  is  seen,  it  will  be  found  in  consoiioaoe 
with  the  settled  principle*  which  govern  the  policy 
of  the  United  States  in  its  foreign  relations.  I 
desire  that  justice  may  be  done  to  Mr.  Spence; 
that  an  authentic  copy  of  his  speech  may  be  seen. 
And  1  wish  to  add,  that  when  the  correspondence 
which  he  had  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  touching 
the  expulsion  of  ihe  Greeks  from  Constantinople 
is  published,  he  will  be  found  to  merit  the  appro- 
bation of  his  countrymen.  1  hope,  therefore,  th* 
House  will  adopt  the  resolution  of  inquiry. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

FOREIGN  COMMERCIAL  REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  MACDONALD.  I  oak  thw  unanimona 
consent  of  the  Houae  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution: 

Haotvti,  That  ihe  Committee  an  Commerce  be  Inslructr 
ed  to  Inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of  exiendinc  the  pmvis- 
ions  of  the  act  of  the  I6ih  Auguat,  18^3,  requiring  lon-igo 
lagahMians  of  eemoMree  to  be  mi  aiinnall-  belSrr  Ciin- 
gress,  and  of  making  a  permanent  aouuaj  approprlaiioa  to 
enable  the  Stale  Depimnieni  to  comply  wiUi  said  act;  said 
committee  lo  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  question  was  put; 
and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CUSTOMS  COMMISSIONS. 
Mr.  WELLS.    I  ask  the  nnaairaotts  consent 
of  the  House  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Rmltti,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Commerce  >re  herrby 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  nf  repealing  so 
much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  18:<l,  to 
regulate  the  foreign  and  conniing  trade  on  the  noribfm, 
northeastern,  and  nonhwfstern  frontiers,  and  for  other 
porp  .see,  as  prOhibUs  die  reof^ipi  nf  cnnimwlnns  by  oKI- 
cers  of  the  customs  on  said  fmnders  upon  duUes  or  goods 
entered  at  theiroffices  and  paid  thereat. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  object  to  the  introduction  of 
that  resolntion,  inasmuch  aa  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  quorum  at  present  in  the  Houso. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  For  my  port,  Ido  net  object 
to  the  resolution  itself,  but  1  think  that  it  is  mode 
to  lake  a  wrong  direction  in  its  being  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  However,  that  ia 
not  of  much  consequence. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  The  only  object  I  hove  in  eb. 
jecting  to  the  resolution  is  to  know  whether  thsra 
IS  a  quorum  in  the  House.  1  withdraw  my  ob< 
jection. 

The  question  waa  then  taken;  and  the  resola* 
ti«a  waa  adopted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  that  the  rblea 
of  the  Houee  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Houss 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  resum- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  Pacific  roilroad  bill. 
FEES  OP  COLLECTORS. 

Mr.  WELLS  asked  and  obtained  unanimoua 
cooaent,  and  presented  a  communication  from 
John  While,  collector  of  the  port  of  Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin,  asking  for  the  repeal  of  the  fourth 
ssction  of  the  aU  of  the  2d  of  March,  1831,  lo 
r^ulate  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  th* 
northern,  northeostwn,  and  northwestern  fron- 
tiers, 01x1  for  other  purposes,  aa  prohibits  the  re- 
ceipt of  commissions  by  officers  of  the  custom* 
on  said  rronlicrs  upon  dutiea  on  goods  entered  ot 
their  offices  and  paid  thereat. 

T|^  communication  was  t^iertwL  to  th*  Com- 
nii(tee  on  Commerce.  ,  , 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickins,  their  Secretary, 
infurmlng  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  pasaed  a 
bill  of  the  House  of  the  following  tiile: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1855;  with  sundry  amendments  thereto,  in 
which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House.  1 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  As  the  Senate  have  added  a 
very  Inrje  amount  of  amendments  to  that  bill,  I 
would  like  the  House  to  consent  ihat  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ORK.     I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  insist  upon  my  mo- 
tion to  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  will  not  press  that  motion,  as  I 
desire  to  ask  the  unanimous  consentof  the  House 
to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  suppose  that  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina  will  object  to  it,  if  I  do  not, 
and  tlierefore  I  insist  upon  my  motion. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina will  object  when  it  suits  his  convenience  to 
do  so.  * 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Hodston's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  theslateof  the  Union, 
(Mr.  BococK  in  the  chair.) 

RAILROAD  TO  THE  PACiriC. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  subject  under  con- 
sideration before  the  committee  is  House  bill 
(No.  295)  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  rail- 
road end  telegraphic  communication  between  the 
Atlantic  States  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  upon  that  question  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Smith]  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,8aid  that  however 
the  bill  appeared  to  the  contrary,  it  was  for  build- 
ing a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  by  the  Govenimenl, 
providing  that  the  road  shall  be  owned  by  the 
Government;  and  moreover,  that  the  Government 
shall  continue  to  be  the  owner  of  all  that  part  of  it 
which  lies  within  the  limits  of  our  national  terri- 
tory. This,  in  his  view,  was  to  be  the  essential 
and  controlling  connection  of  the  Government 
with  this  road;  and  because  this  was  to  be  its  con- 
nection, he  rose  to  oppose  this  bill. 

He  need  not  say  that  he  deeply  desired  to  see 
a  railroad  to  the  Pacific;  and  what  American  did 
not  desire  to  see  it.'  Commerce,  travel,  the  love 
of  country,  the  love  of  each  part  for  other  part, 
the  deep  hope  in  every  true  American's  breast 
that  our  country  will  always  be  one,  that  we 
shall  always  make  up  one  country;  all  these,  and 
numberless  other  consideralinn.i,  unite  in  calling 
up  feelings  of  this  sort.  We  must  have  and  should 
have  this  essential  connection;  this  iron  band  be- 
tween the  Eost  and  the  We.>it,  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  the  Pacific.  But,  much  as  we  have  to 
hope  for  from  this  road,  much  good  as  would 
come  of  it,  the  evil  which  would  flow  from  it, 
were  it  built  by  the  Government,  would  largely 
overbalance  all  the  good.  He  hesitated  not  to 
Bay  we  had  better  not  have  the  road  than  have  it 
built  by  the  Government. 

After  explaining  his  views  of  civil  government, 
he  said  its  sole  and  legitimate  province  was  the 
protection  of  persons  and  property.  He  glanced 
at  and  answered  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  then  spoke  in  opposition  to  it,  saying  the 
building  of  this  road,  the  repairs,  and  the  use  of 
it  by  the  Government,  would  cost  at  least  fifty  per 
cent,  more  than  if  done  by  individuals  and  asso- 
ciations. It  was  highly  probable  there  will  be 
two  or  three  railroads  to  the  Pacific.  In  case  one 
shall  be  owned  by  the  Government,  (he  did  not 
care  whether  by  the  Pederol  or  the  State  govern- 
ment,) the  Government  will  spare  no  means  to 
suslain  its  road  against  the  competition  of  other 
roads,  and  lavish  money  without  slintto  this  end. 
And  how  oppressive  and  injurious  would  this  be 
to  individual  owners  of  roads!  Government 
should  never  array  itself  against  any  portion  of 
its  own  subjects  in  the.se  ways. 

He  would  not  undervalue  theuseof  one  of  those 
roads  in  regard  to  Government  protection.    He 


would  cheerfully  vote  that  this  Government  should 
give  five  or  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  aid  of  two  or 
three  roads,  provided  they  were  built  on  widely 
dilfcrent  routes.  He  did  not  ssy  he  would  give 
five  or  ten  millions  of  acres,  for  he  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Government  does  not  own  the 
land.  He  denied  that  Government  has  anymore 
ownership  in  the  public  domain  than  Satan  had  in 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  with  which  he  sought 
to  bribe  our  Saviour.  The  land  belongs  to  the 
landless. 

He  mentioned  other  objections  against  the  bill, 
one  of  which  was,  that  it  would  perpetuate  the 
cruel  and  oppressive  tariff  system.  Then  fare- 
well to  all  our  hopes  of  honest  and  frugal  govern- 
ment, bearing  lightly  on  the  poor. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  i,ouisiana,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Lo«- 
isiana  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment.' 

Mr.  PERKINS.  As  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Phelps]  desires  to  make  a  personal 
request  of  the  House,  I  yield  him  the  floor  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  have  obtained  the  floor  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee (10  now  rise.  The  object  I  have  in  making 
it  is  to  enable  the  committee  of  conference  upon 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the 
deficiency  bill,  to  submit  their  report,  that  action 
!  may  be  had  upon  it  now.  I  therefore  submit  the 
motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Phelps  's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  aflirmative. 

Thecommittee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  Bocock)  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  stateof  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 
House  bill  No.  395,  being  a  bill  to  establish  the 
Pacific  railroad,  &c.,  and  had  come  to  no  resolu- 
tion thereon. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  port  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  submit  a  report  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
deficiency  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  the  report,  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  disaereeinn  votes 
of  the  two  Hounea  on  Ihf  bill  (H.  R.,  No.  '271)  "  lo  sup- 
ply deficiencies  in  the  approprialionH  for  the  service  of  the 
fiwal  yenr  ending  the  tlnrlielh  of  June,  1854,"  having  met, 
■fler  full  and  Irre  con/^reiice,  have  nsreed  to  recommend, 
and  do  recommend  to  Ihcir  respective  Hoiisei*,  a..,  followfi ; 

That  Uie  Senate  do  concur  in  the  amendmeiiiB  of  ihe 
Houve  to  tile  aniendmenlfl  of  llie  Senate  numbered  4,  10, 
3i<.  39,  43,  and  46. 

That  the  :?enale  concur  with  Ihe  amendnientfl  of  Ihe 
Houiie,  except  the  fir«l  ninendment  to  the  tifteenlh  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  wilh  winch  the  Hi>uae  concuro,  with 
an  amendment  by  Mhlfing  nut  the  word  *'  four,"  In  line 
eleven,  and  in  lieu  thereof  iiifterting  "  three." 

Tliat  the  Senate  recede  from  itit  amendments  numbered 
11.  I-.!,  14,  »l,  -a,  36,  4U,  42,  48,  .53.  and  53. 

T^l  the  Houseconcur  in  SeBate  amendments numt>cred 
36  iWld  37. 

That  the  House  concur  in  Senate  amendment  numbered 
34.  wilh  the  litllowini!  amendmenl:  Strike  out  all  alter  the 
word  ''  for"  in  the  first  line,  to  and  including  the  word 
"  him,"  in  the  second  line,  and  insert  "  deficiencies  for  tlie 
railroad  surveys  " 

Thai  Ihe  Mouse  concur  in  the  Senate  amendment  num- 
bered 4t,  with  the  following  amendment;  Strike  out  all  after 
Ihe  word  "  dollars,"  in  line  three,  and  insert,  *<  ProrufAt, 
That  there  be  allowed  to  thi;  legal  repreweiitalives  of  Robert 
tjreeiiliow  t-uchjiUiH,  inaddiliiui  to  that  received  by  him, .is 
logptber  will  make  his  salary  for  the  lime  he  was  employed 
as  assistant  law  a^ent,  equal  to  that  anthurir.ed  to  be  paid 
to  the  land  conimissinners  by  Ihe  act  of  3d  March,  1853, 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  (Joveriiment  for  the  year  ending  the  3Uth  of  June,  IH.M." 

And  that  Ule  Houseconcur  in  the  aineiulment  of  the  Sen- 
ate numbered  51,  with  the  following  amendment:  Strike 
out  all  alter  the  word  ''  him,"  in  the  eleventh  line  thereof. 
R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 
JAMES  JONES, 
WILLIAM  M.  GVVIN, 
ManagfT$  on  the  part  of  the  Senat*. 
JOHN  8.  PHELPS, 
J.  LETCHER, 
JOSEPH  R    (JHANDLER, 
Manager*  on  the  part  of  Ho.  of  Rept. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  briefly 
to  explain  to  the  House  the  recommendations  of 
the  committee  of  conference.  The  first  amend- 
ment of  the  bill  to  which  there  is  a  disagreeing 
vote  is  Senate  amendment  No.  4,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  payment  of  the  claim  of  Thnmaa  N.  Johnson  for  hia 
services  as  marahal  at  the  port  of  Shanghai,  from  the  Stb 


of  December,  IS51,  to  the  ISUi  of  September,  18S3,  Ik* 
sum  of  i}l,7g8  91. 

In  this  case  the  amendment  is  a  mere  verbal  one. 
In  the  orisinal  amendment  of  the  Senate,  the  namt 
of  Mr.  Johnson  is  printed  as  Thomas  M.  instcMl 
of  Thomas  N.  There  is  also  a  trifling  reduction  in 
the  amount  appropriated.  In  the  Senate  amend- 
ment, the  amount  was  $1,798  91,  but  in  the 
House  this  was  reduced  to  $1,781  74.  The  Sen- 
ale  agrees  to  accept  these  amendments  of  the 
House. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate  nn  which 
there  was  a  disagreeing  vote  was  !So.  10,  which 
is  as  follows: 


For  completing  and  keeping  in  order  the  grounds 
of  the  President's  House,  .?9,770. 

The  House  adopted  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  making  an  appropriation  of  $1,000 
for  settees  for  the  Capitol  and  President's  grounds. 
This  is  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  which 
there  was  a  disagreeing  vote  was  No.  38,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Page  fourteen,  after  liae  three  hundred  and  twenty-five, 

insert  as  follows  :  ^ 

And  Ihe  limitations  imposed  by  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  act  of  15th  May,  l^tSO,  entitled  **An  act  tn  supply  de- 
liciencies  in  Ihe  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  the  3tith  of  June,  lH5n,"  and  the  act  of  .14 
March,  1853,  entitled  ''.\n  act  making  appropriaiioii«  fnr 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Oovernment  fnr  tlie 
year  ending  Ihe  30tli  of  June,  1854^'  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

The  House  so  amended  the  amendmeDt  as  to 
strike  it  all  out,  and  insert: 

And  that  the  period  limited  for  the  appointment  of  cflm- 
inissioner,  surveyor,  and  chief  astronomer,  by  the  act  of 
May.  t85U,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  to 
Uie  30th  of  June,  1855. 

The  next  amendment  on  which  there  was  a 
disagreeing  vote  is  Senate  amendment  No.  39,  as 
follows: 

For  engraving  maps,  views,  sections,  and  BatoraJ  his- 
tory, of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  befweeo  tfM  IToited 
States  and  Mexico,  .910,000 ;  to  be  expeflderf  uoder  tbe 
direction  of  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  House  adopted  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  cost 
of  engraving  the  plates  of  the  agricultural  part  of 
the  Potent  Oflice  report.  The  Senate  concurs  in 
that  amendment. 

The  next  amendment  on  which  there  was  t 
disagreeing  yote  was  Senate  amendment  No.  43, 
as  follows: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be,  and  he  is  herebr, 
directed  In  examine  the  claims  present'ii 
hes  ollhe  late  Terrilory  ol  Iowa,  forex[ 
States  district  court  which  were  paid  l)v 
to  the  admission  of  said  Territory  into  llie  i  nwn  ms  q  si.iic; 
and  if,  upon  such  examination,  he  is  satisfied  that,  prior  tu 
said  time,  the  said  counties  have  paid  money  which,  in 
accordance  with  Ihe  in.ftruetions  of  the  First  tjomptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  dated    l>eceiHb<>r   19,  1^43,  should  bave 
been  paid  by  the  marshal  of  ihe  United  Stmes  fur  said  Ter- 
ritory, he  is  directed  to  audit  and  allow  the  same. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  in  the  form 
of  a  substitute,  as  follows: 

That  the  First  l.'nmplmller  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  exaintiie  the  claims  presented  by  certain 
counties  of  the  late  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  expenses  of  the 
United  States  district  court,  which  were  paid  by  said  coun- 
ties prior  to  the  admission  of  said  Territory  into  the  Uniois 
as  a  State  ;  and  if,  up^in  such  examination,  he  is  satisfied 
Ihat,  prior  to  said  time,  the  said  coutitieit  have  paid  mnnejr 
which,  in  accordance  wilh  ihe  iii^trruclions  of  the   Ftr^t 
Comptroller  ollhe  Treasury,  date,]  19lh  of  Dert-;. 
as  construed  in  tlie  report  ol"  said  First  Comp' 
Secretary  of  the  Inlerior,  under  date  of  13th   " 
18"j3.  ill  reference  to  jtaid  subject,  should  have  lieeii  paid  by 
the  marshal  of  the  Cniled  States  for  said   Territory,  be  is 
directed  to  audit  and  settle  ihe  same. 

The  Senate  concur  in  this  amendment  of  tb« 
House. 

The  forty-sixth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
to  add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following: 

^nd  he  it  further  enactrd.  That  all  Imoks,  papers,  doc- 
uments, and  records,  in  the  Department  of  the  interior, 
may  be  copied  and  cerulied,  under  the  seal  of  Ihat  ilepart- 
menl,  (which  is  hereby  recognized  as  legal.)  In  the  same 
manner  as  those  in  Ihe  other  Executive  Dep.inments  may 
now  by  law  be,  and  with  the  same  force  and  effect. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  add: 

And  in  all  cases  where  a  seal  is  necessary  by  law  to  an^  ' 
commission,  process,  or  other  instrument,  pro'vided  for  by 
the  law  of  (?ongress,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  allix  Ihe  proper 
seal  by  making  an  impression  therewith  directly  on  the 
paper  to  whicti  the  seal  is  necessary  :  which  shall  be  aa 
valid  as  if  made  upon  wax  or  other  substance. 

In  that  amendment  of  the  House  thecommittee 
of  conference  recommend  that  the  Senate  concur. 

The  fiftieth  amendment  of  the  Senate  is  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Sec.  6.   ~1nd  he  U  /urlhtr  macUd,  That  from  and  aOrr 
*^  pasnte  of  ihia  acl,  llmre  shall  be,  in  aildiilon  In  the 
~^_iiuihorizi-d  by  ihe  third  i*eclioii  ot"  the  act  of  March 
piitillcd  ''An  act  ninkiiii;  apprO|>riation8  lor  tho 
arjd  diplotiiatic  ezpenrefi  of  Governnit^nt  for  the  >»-ar 
ir  'he  3<th  of  June,  1854,"  in  the  otficp  of  the  Rt-gister 
I  Tre^jiorv,  three  clerkH  of  class  lour,  to  include  the 
Inow  autlinnzeil  to  lake  charge  of  the  redeinplron  of 
^,  and  in  the  office  of  the  Conimis^ior  of  Pensions  live 
t  of  ela«  two,  and  ftlteen  clerks  of  class  three;  and 
derk"  shall  be  paid,  according  to  the  provisions  of  sa  d 
n.oui  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  noi  otberwise 
priated. 

ke  amendments  of  the  House  were  to  strike 

lode  the  clerk  now  aaiborixed  to  take  charge  of 
imption  of  stocks, 

—to    insert  after  the  words  "  Register  of   the 

Eury," 
liea  of  the  temporary  clerks  now  employed  therein,'* 
to   insert  after  the  word   "  section"  the 
J 

— "  until  the  30th  ofJune,  18M." 

The  comnnitiee  recommend  that  the  Senate  con- 
cur in  these  amendments  of  the  House,  with  the 
-N-eplion  of  the  first  one,  and  that  the  word 
■iree  "be  substituted  for  the  word  "  four,"  so 
■.I  the  three  clerkH  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of 
tiie  Treasury  shall  belong  to  class  three,  with  a 
salary  of  $1,600  per  annum,  instead  of  class  four, 
with  a  sniiirv  of  81,800  per  annum. 

Ml-.  Hor.STON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps]  how  many  clerks 
thai   amendment  gives   to    the    Register   of  the 

1"^ ^"'7'  • 

PHELPS.    Only  two.    The  committee 
(Commend  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its 
ing  amendments: 
II,  which  was  to  insert: 
I 


1  Aatiiingln  front  of  tlie  old  portion  of  Ihe  Patent 
Building,  and  ajtering  windows  and  private  stair- 

l«5,rjo. 


»die 


No  12,  which  was  to  insert: 
E*or  altering  sireeunnd  repaying  in  front  of  the  east  wing 
*"P«leDi  OlTice  Building,  iron  railing  and  flagging,  and 
—  new  saloon,  $14,3^0. 

14,  which  was  to  insert: 
:cnmpletlt)g  the  improvetuent  of  Pennsylvania  avenue 
leventeeiiih  to  Twenty-sixth  street  west,  59,0OU : 

t,  That  nil  appropriations   herein  made  lor  rcp.iirs 
iproveiiienls  of  the  public  huildttig!*  or  grounds  within 
trict  of  Coluinliia,  Shalt  he  expended  under  Uie  di- 
of  liie  Secretary  of  the  Intetior. 

.  '20,  which  was  to  insert: 

"'  ind  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  the  pro- 
fit orOreiroM,  in  defending  the  people  of 
n  Ihe  nllucks  and  hoslilitie.iofihe  Cayuse 
■-  ■'  "^I7nnd  lt<48.  and  for  such  hIIow- 
■  adjusting  the  clatiHS  on   that  ac- 
1   llie  Treasury  may  deem  proper. 
~'ii<i  ( laiins  and  accounts  shall  be  settled 
<i<-h  place,  and  in  such  manner,  as  the 
irra^iiry  may  prescrihe  ;   and    no  claims 
I  iivi.:,in. ,  I..:  Mllowed  on  account  of  this  war  which  are 
■resented  Mithin  the, next  flscal  year. 

2is>-  25,  which  was  to  insert: 

mtinuing  the  works  for  bringing  water  into  the  cltw 
ihlugion,  jaou,»UO. 

i,  which  was  to  insert: 

payment  of  Richard  H.  Weighlman,  for  mileage 
iern  cnnipensritiiMi  as  an  agent  claiming  to  be  a  den- 
tct  from  \ew  Mexico,  ^i,l64. 

40,  which  was  to  insert: 

l«  completion  of  ihe  bridge  across  the  Potomac  river 
Falls,  and  painting  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  plan 
~~^*r  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
)0. 

which  was  to  insert: 

marshals  of  the  northern  and  southern  districts 
rnia  shall  have  Ihe  same  mileage  and  compensa- 
srving  processes  issuing  from  snid  commission  as 
ti  to  tile  shentTs  tor  serving  similar  prnce.ises  by 
courts  of  California;  and  the  same  mileage  and 
ahall  be  made  lo  witnesses  as  are  allowed  to  wit- 
'by  the  Sinte  of  Caliloniia. 

48,  which  was  to  add: 

.  ^«rf  he  a  further  enacted^  That  before  any  pay- 
II  hereafter  be  made  to  any  invalid  pensioner  whose 
]|  have  been  upim  the  pension  list  two  years,  he 
luce  to  the  agentK  (or  pn^ing  pensions,  to  whom 
ipply  for  payment,  the  nflidavitof  two  surgeons  or 

15,  sati-^lactory  hi  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  j 

from  personal  examination,  the  continuance  of  dis    > 

le^crilting  it,  for  which  the  pension  was  originally 

and  the  rate  of  such  disability  at  the  tune  ofniak-  | 

afTidavil,  blatik  forms  of  which  shall  be  furnished  | 

'oiiimissioner  of  Pensions  to  agents  lor  paving  pen-  i 
fbr  Ihe  use  of  pensioners ;  and  if  in  saiil  Htfidavil  the 
■lily  shall  be  stated  at  a  rale  below  Uiat  for  which  the 
^saaleo  was  originally  granted,  he  shall  only  be  paid  at  the 
M*iate4  in  said  nflidavit.  Haid  atlidavii  shall  be  tiled  tiy 
■U  aigeaicay  and  carefully  preserved,  and  copies  thereof 


•hall  be  transmitted,  with  the  semiannual  returns  of  said 
agenis,  to  the  Cominissioner  of  Pensions,  who  shall  file 
them  with  the  original  papers  of  the  pi-iisioner,  respectively  : 
PfOcUed^  That  when  the  jiensioii  shall  have  been  origin- 
ally  granted  by  a  special  act  of  Congress,  or  for  a  total  dis- 
ability for  the  loss  of  a  limb  or  other  cause  which  canin.l 
be  removed,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  tiie  above  affidavit 
shall  not  be  required. 

No.  52,  which  was  to  add  : 

8bc.  8.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted^  Thst  ao  much  of  the 
act  entitled  "  All  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June,  1853,  and  for  other  purposes,'"  as 
provides  for  coinpeiisaiion  to  the  Spanish  con-tul  >ind 
others  for  losses  occnsioned  by  violence  at  New  Orleans, 
aiHl  at  Key  West,  In  the  year  1851,  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  place  Michael  Papprenitza,  a  subject  of  Austria,  on  the 
same  fiioting  with  the  subjects  of  Spain. 

And  the  fifty-third  amendment,  which  was  to 
add: 

See.  9.  ^nd  it  (I  further  nacled,  That  for  custnm- 
houaes  and  marine  hospitals,  and  to  conigilete  the  same, 
the  lollnwing  sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  apprO|irinted 
out  of  any  money  in  Uiu  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, namely : 

For  completing  the  cuilom  house  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

JIOU.OUU;  ' 

For  compleUng  the  custom-house  at  Mobile,  Alabama, 
965,000; 

For  completing  the  custom  house  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
940,000; 

For  completing  Ihe  custom  bauae  at  Lauiarille,  Ken- 
lucky,  940,000 ; 

For  completing  the  custom-house  at  Bangor,  Maine. 
9211,000;  ' 

For  completing  the  custom-house  at  Bath,  Maine, 
9911,000; 

For  completing  the  cnstom-houae  at  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware, Sl'!,000j 

For  purchasing  a  site  for  a  custom  house  at  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 924,000; 

For  the  purchase  of  a  new  site  for  the  custom-house  in 
San  Francisco,  9-^0,0(10 ;  and  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Trens-  j 
«ry  is  hereby  nuthonzed,  if,  in  His  judgment,  the  public 
interest  will  thereby  be  promoted,  to  apply  this  appnipria    I 
tion,  and  as  niucli  as  may  be  necessary  of  former  appro- 
priaiions,  for  the  erection  of  a  custom  house  on  the  land 
reserved  for  said  (lurpose,  to  the  purchase  of  a  building  or 
buildings  for  a  custom  house  and  other  public  offices  ;  and  I 
the  said  Secretary  of  the  Trsasury  is  hereby  directed  to  take 
all  legal  proceedings  which  may  be  necessary  or  advisable 
to  maintain  and  secure  the  possession  and  title  of  the  Untied 
States  to  the  lot  heretofore  selected  for  the  site  of  a  custom- 
house ; 

For  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  Portland.  Maine, 
including  rnnins  lor  Ihe  United  Suites  court,  and  tor  a  post 
ollice,  9-iU0,l)(IU; 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
.§25,000; 

To  complete  Ihe  marine  hospital  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
910,000; 

To  complete  the  msriae  hospilal  st  ChicsfO,  Illlnoia, 
96.000;  -•  >  . 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
9I'2,500  ; 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  Paducah,  Kentucky, 
S5,l)0O; 

To  complete  the  Marine  hospital  at  Evansville,  Indiana, 
92,000; 

'I'n  complete  the  marine  hospital  st  Ban  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, ;S44.0liO ;  and  to  construct  a  marine  hospitiU  at  Uur- 
linglon,  Iowa,  $15,000. 

The  committee  also  recommends  that  the  House 
concur  in  Senate  amendments  Nos.  36  and  37, 
which  are  as  follows: 

For  rent  of  paper  wareronm  from  the  Isi  of  Jsnusry  to 
the  :«lth  of  June,  1854,  at  9-.i50  per  annum,  9125. 

For  cartage  of  printing  paper  Iroin  wareruom  and  nfflce 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  lo  Ihe  printing 
offices,  and  labor,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  3Uth  of 
June,  18.')4,  at  8550  per  annum,  $■i^S■ 

Ft  was  staled  in  debate,  when  this  matter  was 
under  consideration  by  the  House,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  had  instructed  theSuperintend- 
ent  of  the  Public  Printing  to  incur  this  expendi- 
ture. It  was,  however,  urged  that  there  uas  no 
necessity  for  incurring  this  expenditure;  that  by 
the  contracts  made  with  the  persons  who  were  to 
deliver  the  paper  for  the  public  printing,  they 
were  to  deliver  it  at  such  places  in  the  city  of 
Washington  as  the  Superintendent  might  direct. 
It  is  true  there  was  such  a  provision  in  the  con-  I 
tracts  made  with  those  who  supply  the  paper  for  I 
the  public  printing;  but  as  the  Senate  and  House  ' 
of  Representatives  have  each  elected  a  printer,  I 
the  course  pursued  by  the  former  Superintendent  , 
of  Public  Priming  could  not  now  be  pursued. 
When  there  was  but  one  public  printer  all  the 
paper  was  deposited  in  the  Union  office.  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, rented  a  building  especially  for  the  purpose 
of  storing  the  paper  belonging  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Superintendent  went 
there  and  issued  such  quantities  of  paper  as  the 
public  printer  from  time  to  time  required.  But 
there  are  now  two  public  printers, and  each  office 
is  unwilling  to  store  paper  for  the  other.      It 


becomes  necessary,  therefore,  that  there  shall  be 
someplace  where, the  paper  can  be  inspected  by 
the  Superintendent,  in  order  that  he  may  ascertbin 
whether  it  correspoixjs  with  the  contracts,  before 
issuing  it  to  the  difTerent  offices. 

For  these  reasons  the  committee  recommend  a 
concurrence  in  that  amendment. 

The  twenty-fourth  amendment  is  as  follows: 
For  the  transportation  of  Governor  Stevens  and  hit  party, 
and  for  explorations  made  by  him  betweea  ilie  Mississippi 
river  and  the  Paciflc  ocean,  940,000. 

This  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  a  deficiency  in  the  survey 
of  Governor  Stevens,  and  also  lo  provide  for  addi- 
tional surveys  of  the  pass  known  as  Nolile'a  Pass. 

At  the  time  that  amendment  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  Lieutenant  Whipple  had  not  returiieil.  It 
has  been  ascertained  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in- 
curred by  him  of  J15,000,  and  by  Governor  Ste- 
vens of  j'i5,000.  Those  officers  did  not  know,  at 
the  time  they  engaged  in  the  surveys,  that  these 
deficiencies  would  occur.  When  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  amount  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses, 
the  question  to  be  determined  by  them  was,  wheth- 
er they  should  abandon  the  prosecution  of  those 
surveys  and  return  to  the  States,  or  endeavor  to 
reach  the  settlements  upon  the  Pacific  coast.  They 
determined  logo  on,  and  these  expenses  have  been 
caused  by  a  contingency  unforeseen  by  them. 
They  are,  in  some  instances,  individually  respon- 
sible for  those  expenses,  and  the  Departments 
have  recommendeil  that  provision  be  made  for 
them. 

The  committee  of  conference  recommend  that 
the  provision  be  so  amended  as  that  it  will  read: 

For  deficiencies  for  railroad  surveys  between  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  9411,000. 

Mr.  COBB.     Does  that  cover  the  whole .' 

Mr.  PHELPS.  That  will  cover  the  deficiency, 
so  far  as  we  are  advised. 

Mr.  COBB.  You  do  not  propose  to  appro- 
priate any  more  money .' 

Mr.  PHELPS.     Mot  by  this  bill. 

The  committee  of  conference  recommend  a 
concurrence  in  the  forty-first  amendment,  which 
is  as  follows: 

Page  foiirieen,  line  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  after 
the  word  "  Calilornia."  strike  out  **937,.500,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof-  -942,000 ;''  and  that  9>,nt)0  of  said  sum  be 
paid  to  Robert  Greenhow,  assistant  law  agent  to  said  Uiard, 
for  services  performed  during  the  absence  of  the  law  agent. 

When  the  commission  was  established  in  Califor- 
nia for  the  adjudication  of  land  claims,  iiwas  pro- 
vided that  the  Kalaries  of  the  coirunissioners  should 
be  85,000  per  annum,  and  that  the  same  compensa- 
tion should  be  paid  to  the  law  agent, and  to  the  as- 
sociate law  agjnt.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
however,  a  provision  was  made,  by  which  the 
commissioners  were  to  be  paid  J8,000  per  annum 
from  the  time  of  their  employment,  and  that  in- 
crease of  salary  was  to  apply  to  those  who  were 
then  in  office  as  well  as  to  those  who  might  there- 
after be  appointed.  Under  that  provision  of  law, 
those  commissioners  who  have  been  removed  from 
office,  and  have  ceased  to  act,  have  been  paid  their 
salaries  at  the  rate  of  «S,000  per  annum. 

During  the  time  Robert  Greenhow  acted  as 
associate  law  agent,  it  is  stated  that  the  law  ngent 
himself  was  absent  from  the  country  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  time;  that  at  the  lime  Mr.  Greenhow 
reached  California,  the  law  agent  repaired  to  San 
Francisco,  which  was  in  the  fall  of  1852, 1  think, 
and  thence  returned  lo  the  United  Slates,  having 
rendered  no  service  whatever;  and  there  was  no 
law  agent  in  California  from  October,  1852,  until 
Mr.  Howard  repaired  there  last  June,  under  the 
appointmerit  made  by  the  present  Administration. 
The  committee  of  conference  adopted  the  amend- 
ment here  suggested,  that  the  salary  of  the  asao- 
ciate  law  agent  should  be,  during  the  period  that 
the  duties  of  both  the  law  agent  and  the  associate 
law  agent  were  performed  by  Mr.  Greenhow,  at 
the  rate  of  $8,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  WALSH.    What  was  ihe  salary  of  the 


law  agent.' 

Mr.  PHELPS. 

Mr.  WALSH, 
law  agent .' 

Mr.  PHELPS. 


It  was  $5,000. 
What  was  that  of  the  assistant 


It  was  $5,000,  the  same  with 
that  of  the  law  agent. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  like  to  hear  th* 
amendment  agreed  upon  by  the  committee  of  con- 
ference read. 
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The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 
Provuleil,  Tli«l  Ihere  br  allowed  to  ihe  legal  represe.nt- 
alives  of  R.iberl  Greenliow,  nuch  "fum,  in  adiiiUoii  to  lliat 
rufivfil  bv  liiiD.  »»  aliofelherwill  make  hi«  salary,  for  [lie 
time  tie  wis  ecnployert  as  ansi.ilant  law  agent,  equal  lo  that 
audiiTizcd  1"  be  paid  U>  Uie  land  conimi-moner  l)y  the  act 
oftlic3il"i  March,  ISKI.ninkuig  appropriations  lor  the  civil 
and  diploniaiic  expenses  of  the  Guveriiment  for  ibe  year 
ending  Ihe  Wth  June,  1854. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  undersund  thatamendment 
to  incre«(ie  the  salary  of  ihe  law  asent? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Only  that  of  the  associate  law 
agent. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  regard  it  a«  a  permanent 
increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  It  is  not  a  permanent  increase 
of  salary  aUall.  Ii  only  asks  that  the  amount  named 
■hall  be  paid  to  the  legal  representatives  ol  Robert 
Greenhow,  during  that  neriod  of  time  when  he 
was  employed  upon  his  duties. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  lo  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps]  if 
he  can  inform  the  House  how  long  Mr.  Green- 
how  was  employed  an  assistant  law  agent? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Greenhow  was  engaged 
there  thirteen  months  and  a  half  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.     1  do  not  know  the  lime  of  his 

Mr.  JONES.     Is  hie  salary  by  law  $5,000.> 
Mr.  PHELPS.     It  is. 

Mr.  JONES.  Does  thi^bill  propose  to  make 
itftH.OOO? 
Mr.  PHELPS.  It  does. 
Mr.  WALSH.  1  will  ask  why  the  proposition 
is  Slated  in  such^  a  round-about,  circuitous,  aiid 
mysterious  manner.'  Why  does  not  the  amend- 
ment state  the  amount  without  referring  us  to  an- 
other office?  •  ,-  -r  . 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  prefer,  myself,  if  the 
language  was  a  little  more  explicit  and  definite. 
But  in  a  committee  of  conference  there  must,  of 
necessity,  be  mutual  concessions. 

Mr.  WALSH.  It  looks  very  suspicious  now. 
Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  have  preferred  my- 
self that  the  amount  should  have  been  specifically 
stated  But  1  have  slated  to  the  House  what 
would  be  the  effect  under  it.  1  have  no  disguise 
about  it.  ^     -„. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (to  Mr.  Phelps.)  What  is 
the  question  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Wal.h?) 

Mr.  PHELPS.  He  inquires  why  the  amount 
to  be  paid  to  the  legal  re|iresentatives  of  Mr. 
Greenhow  was  not  specified  in  so  many  dollars, 
instead  of  having  been  provided  for  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  appears  here? 

Mr.  LETCHBR.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  my 
colleague  on  that  committee  [Mr.  Phelps)  will 
recollect  that  we  tried  to  get  the  amount  clearly 
•pecified.  *  • 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  have  so  stated. 
The  next  mailer  in  th?  report  is,  "that  the 
House  concur  in  the  umendment  of  the  Senate 
numbered  51,  with  the  following  amendment; 
strike  oui  all  after  the  word  '  him,'  in  the  eleventh 
line  therof.'  "  .       ,  „ 

The  amendment  wilt  then  etanrt  as  follows: 
Sec  7  .^nrf  h€  it  fuilhrr  enorlfi),  That  ihe  portion  of 
Ihe  sevenill  section  of  Ihe  act  of  -iGlh  August,  IB.V2,  en- 
liUcd  '•  An  act  lo  provide  for  execulinu  ihe  public  pniit- 
ine  and  eslabli.hing  the  prices  ther.  ..1,  and  for  olher  pur- 
Diwcs  "  which  provides  "  Uiat  when  any  docuinenls  shall 
fc  ordered  to  be  printed  by  both  Hour's  of  C..ngre«»,  the 
enlire  pritiliMg  ol  su,  h  d(K-uinents  shall  be  done  by  the 
prhiler  of  Iha?  House  which  first  ordered  the  same,"  is 
hereby  repealed  ;  and  when  there  are  dim  rem  primers  for 
the  re^oHclive  Houses,  each  -hall  do  the  prinllng  which 
may  heVealler  be  ordered  by  the  House  electinK  hini. 

This  IS  the  amendment  providing  for  the  public 
printing.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  | 
of  the  House  of  Repreaenlaiives  recommend  tha> 
the  House  should  concur  in  this  amendment, 
with  an  amenilment  by  striking  out  all  after  ihe  I 
word  "him,"  in  the  eleventh  line.  1  will  read 
that  portion  of  the  Senate's  amendment  which 
will  be  struck  out  if  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  of  conference  should  be  adopted: 

And  «o  much  of  the  priming  for  the  Execulive  Depart- 
ments and  bureaus  of  ihe  (ioverninent  as  is  ordered  by  the 
•aid  act  lo  be  done  bv  Ihe  public  printer,  shall  be  equally 
divided  between  the  priiitera  of  ihe  two  Houses. 

This  was  an  amendment  which,  when  the  mat- 
ter was  discussed  in  the  Commillee  of  the  Whole, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ur^ed  should 
be  adopied.  It  was  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  committee 
■truck  out  the  entire  amendment.    The  effect  of 


adopting  the  recommendation  of  the  commillee  of 
conference  on  this  point  will  be  this:  that  each 
House  will  control  its  own  public  printing  as 
formerly;  and,  so  far  as  the  Executive  printing  is 
concerned,  which  is  direcwd  by  the  law  regulating 
the  manner  of  executing  the  public  printing,  and 
the  prices  to  be  paid  therefor,  it  will  be  done  by 
either  of  the  public  printers  whom  the  Executive 
Departinenu  may  select.  That  portion  of  the 
Senate's  amendment  regulating  this,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  equal  division,  was  impracticable,  and 
could  not  be  executed.  That  regulation  could  not 
be  executed,  because  it  required  the  departmental 
printing  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  ti^o 
public  printers,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  all 
difficulty  in  relulion  to  this  matter;  and  ihey  have 
already  got  into  difficulty  about  it  The  commit- 
tee ot  conference  have  recommended  to  the  two 
Houses  a  concurrence  in  the  fifty-first  amendment, 
amended  by  striking  out  that  portion  of  it  which 
I  have  last  read.  I  understand  that  this  recom- 
mendation is  also  acceptable  to  those  engaged  as 
the  public  printers. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  ask  for  Ihe  previous 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference.  I  am  still  ready,  how- 
ever, to  give  any  explanation  that  may  be  asked 
for  in  connection  with  it. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  want  to  know  \yhether 
there  can  be  a  division  of  the  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion ?  There  are  some  of  these  recommendations 
of  the  committee  for  which  1  can  vote  very  cheer- 
fully, and  for  some  I  cannot  vote  at  all.  But  if 
we  must  lake  the  whole  report,  and  vote  for  or 
against  the  adoption  of  it,  I  will  vote  against  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  must  be  TOted  for  as  a 
whole.  .     .       ,  N 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  Then  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  have  this  lo  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  [Mr.  Meacham]  and  to  the 
House— and  for  the  present  I  withdraw  the  call 
for  the  previous  question.     With  reference  lo  the 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference,  probably  no 
member  can  go  on  such  a  committee  and  expect 
always  to  obtain   his  own  wishes,  or  expect  al- 
ways to  obtain  that  which  might  be  considered  as 
the  desire  of  the  House  that  he  represents.    The 
very  object  of  appointing  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence is,  that   there  may  be  mutual  concession  be- 
tween the  two  bodies  disagreeing  in  their  votes. 
And  therefore,  in  this  case,  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House  met  Ihe  com- 
mittee on  ihe  part  of  the  Senate  with  a  desire  to 
carry  out,  not   their   own   views,  but  the  views 
which  were  indicated  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives which  they  represented  on  that  occasion, 
t       But  they  could  not  obtain  all  they  desired,  and 
they  therefore  have  recommended   to  the  House 
'  certain  concessions;  and  on  the  other  side  they 
have    recommended   that  certain  concessions   be 
;  made  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  wish  to  ask  Ihe  gentle- 
!  man  from  Missouri  one  question.     I  understand 
from  the  report,  that  in  reference  to  most  of  the 
dispuied  amendmei  ts  the  Senate  has  given  way, 
and    that    the    House  has  accomplished    nearly 
everything  it  desired,  except  some  small  matters. 
Mr.  PHELPS.    That  is  so. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  1  think  we  had  bet- 
ter accept  the  report. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  wish  siinply 
10  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  if  he 
did  not  labor  under  a  misapprehension  in  specify- 
ing that  the  amendment  in  reference  to  the  public 
printing  left  it  discretionary  with  the  different 
Departinents  of  Government  to  send  their  print- 
int  to  whichever  one  of  the  printers  the  Depart- 
ments might  choose? 

Mr.  PHELPS.     As  I  understand  the  construc- 
tion of  that  law,  and  as  I  understand  its  practical 
operation,  all  the  departmental  printing  is  printed 
'  by  such  public  printer  as  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments see  fit  lo  give  it  to. 

Mr.  STANTON.     1  desire  to  say  m  reply  to 
'  that,  that  the  gentleman  labors  under  a  misappre- 
hension.  The  law  itself  requires  that  all  the  Exec- 
i  utive  printing  shall  be  sent  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  and  he  distributes  it  as  he 

thinks  proper.  

Mr    PHELPS.     How  does  he  distribute  it? 
I      Mr.  STANTON.   He  gives  it  all  to  one  printer. 


Mr.  PHELPS.    It  amounts  lo  the  8»me  thi 
only  I  avoided  using  circumlocution  to   exp; 

the  fact.  .     .  ■_     . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  say  a 
word,  to  see  whether  I  understand  this  report  c< 
rectly.  If  we  concur  in  this  report  of  the  coi 
miitee,  as  I  understand  it,  the  appropriation 
pay  for  surveying  the  two  routes  to  California  by 
Stevens  and  Whipple  will  be  passed;  the  pro- 
vision increasing  the  compensation  of  (greenhow 
will  be  passed;  the  provision  for  three  clerks  to 
tht  Register  of  Ihe  Treasury  will  be  pa«»«d:  and 
the  provision  with  regard  to  pnnting'  will  be 
passed,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  printing  of  the  Iwi 
Houses;  and  that  the  Senate  recede  from  •»— 
other  amendmeniB. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    Nolall  of  them.     TheH 
concurs  in  the  Senate  amendment   in  reference 
the  paper  warehouse,  the  cartage,  &c.        .   , .     , 

Before  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  yij™*  ">« 

floor,  I  desire  to  ask  him  a  question.     There  ii 

one  part  of  this  report  in  reference  lo  which  I  wuh 

1  to  understand  the  facta.     The  provision  to  whKli 

I  refer  is  this 
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— "  forty  two  ihonaand  dollars ;  and  that  .'Ja.OOO  <rf  ait 
sum  be  paid  to  Uoberl  Greenhow,  awislanl^w  M(em  to 
■aid  board,  for  services  performed  during  Ihe  skwnee  of  die 
law  agent." 

This,  as  I  understand  it,  makes  kis  salary 
*8,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  would  remark  to  the  geaUe- 
man  that  Ihis  language  is  precisely  the  same  u 
that  employed  in  the  act  of  1853. 

Mr  HOUSTWN.  I  am  not  commenting  Qpoit 
the  language.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  how 
long  Greenhow  acted  as  law  agent? 

Mr.  PHELPS.     A  little  upwards  of  a  year. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.     How  long  did  he  discharge 
double  duties?  . 

Mr.  LETCHER.  During  nearly  the  enure 
period.  The  law  agent  left  soon  after  hie  arrival 
in  California.  ... 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  have  the  impres»M>n  that  he 
served  as  law  agent  twelve  months,  and  that, 
during  all  that  time,  he  discharged  double  duties 
But  I  cannot  tell  exactly. 

Mr   HOUSTON.    This  arocndment  does  not 
confine  the  increase  of  salary  to  the  tirae  durin 
which  he  discharged  double  dunes.     It  gives  hit  , 
an  increased  salary  for  the  whole  time  tliat  he  was 
law  agent.     Am  1  right  in  that  construction  ? 
Mr.  PHELPS.     Certainly,  you  are  right. 
Mr.  HOUSrON.    Then  it  occurs  to  me  thit 
it  is  an  increase  of  salary,  and  even  goes  beyonil 
the  principle  that  the  House  overturned. 

!VIr.  PHELPS.     Well,  I  demand  the  previoof 

''"mt.  wheeler.  I  move  that  there  beaesS 
of  the  House;  and  on  that  motion  1  demand  tin 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  »»"!"•- 
er's  motion;  and,  on  a  division,  there  wereeigh- 
I  teen  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     Count  the  other 
'  side      I  want  to  know  if  there  is  a  quorum  tiere. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  will  ascenam  if 
there  is  a  quorum  present. 

The  Speaker  ihen  proceeded  to  count  the  H  "nw 
when  it  appeared  thai  there  were  only  one  ! 
and  five  members  present,  being  less  than 

Mr.  JONES.     I  move  that  the  Houae  do 
adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  ask  for  the, 
and  nays.     I  make  the  motion  for  the  purpose 
ascertaining  if  there  is  a  quorum  here.     I  tiL 
vote  against  it  myself,  and  hope  it  will  be  nurf 
down. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  at 
1  cided  in  the  negative— yeae  18,  nays  93. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
'      The  SPEAKER.    There  is  no. quorum  votiiB- 
Mr.  GREENWOOD.     1  move  that  there  bet 
call  of  the  House. 

I      A  Member.     How  many  do  there  lac<  of  t 
!  quorum  ? 
I      The  SPEAKER.    Six  or  seven. 

Mr  GREENWOOD.     1  know  where  theyss 
to  be  found  if  we  have  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  for  a  call  m 
order.  .         ,  . 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  ask  that  the  vole  may »» 
Uken  by  tejiers  upon  this  quesuon.     We  sh* 
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then  perhaps  be  able  to  ascertain  if  there  is  a  quo- 
rum here. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
Greenwood  were  appointed.  . 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  61),  noes  not  counted. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  Was  ordered.  The  roll 
was  then  called,  and  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
members  answered  to  their  names. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  absentees: 

Mewrs.  James  C.  Allon,  Ap[it«*Ion,  Tlinniaa  II.   Bayly, 

tt^if-   ltark:(dalp,  n<*lcl)er,  Itfiineu,  Bennitn,  Rfiilnt),  Bin- 

:!li**,  BrwrkinndB**,    Hujic,  Carpenler,  Clmiiibertain, 

.   Chn^maii,   (.'ImrchweH,  Cook.  Oajj^e.  (,'riH'k*;r, 

it,   CuniiitinK,  John  <i.   Davis,  Tliuiiia^  Davi^,  IJe 

Dtckiiiflon,   Dowilell,    Drum,   Ga^linan,   KdKennn. 

las  I).  Eliol,  F.nijIiHh,  Everhan,  Kwing,  Farley,  Fen- 

rr:ii>ktiii.   tiarnble,    (Jidiling^,   OofMle,   (rrey,   Urow, 

'  [iilrew  J.  liarlaii,  Sainpiion  VV.  Harris,  Ilarri- 

.-s,  Haven,  Hibbard,  Ilieitter,  Howe,  Ilughei, 

iniel  T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keitf,  Kit- 

.,  Kuriz,  Lamb,  Lane,  Lilly,  Liiiilrilt^y,  Lyon, 

li,  McVair.  McUueen,  Mace,  Macy,  Malteson, 

J  >hn  G.  .Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Morgan,  Murray, 

Paeker,    Powell,   Pralt,   Preston,   Pnryear, 

I'.iddle,  Thomas  llilchey,   Knhbins,  Kogers, 

.1,  Snj>e,  Reward,  .Simmons,  Skelton,  Samuel 

,  VVilljani  8milti,  VVilliuili  R.  Smith,  Snod^mss, 

Alexander   M.  Siephens,  Siraub,    David  Hluart, 

'Taylor, Tracy,  Tweed,  Wide,  VValhridge,  Walker, 

"■arren,  Klliha  B.  Wasbliurne,  Israel  Washburn, 

iworlli,  r.ippan  Wentworlh,  WiHe,  llendrick 

1^1,  Slid  Zolliciifler— 1 13. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  move  that  all  further 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 
80  all  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
■pensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  question   now  is   on 
nding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
ipoR  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
inference. 

The  previous  question  waa  seconded,  and  the 
lain  question  ordered. 

The  question  now  being  upon  agreeing  to  the 
rt  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
r.  CAMPBELL  demanded  the  yeasand  nays. 
The  yeas  ami  nays  were  not  ordered. 
Mr.   WHEELER  demanded  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. 
EoMUNDsoN-  and  Coi:  were  appointed. 

The   House  wns  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  36,  noes  not  counted.       - 
So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  ASHE.     Mr.  Speaker,  will  it  be  in  order 
to  have  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
read  now^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  report  has  been  already 
resd.  If  there  be  no  objection,  it  will  be  again 
read. 

Mr.  PECK.    I  object. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  77,  nays  41;  as  follows: 
y  EAS — Messrs.    Abercronibie,    Aiken,    Willis    Allen, 
br.  Banks,  Dell,  Bocock,  Bridges,  Brooks,  Caruthers, 
kie.  Chandler,  Chastain,  Clark,  Clincnian,  Colquitt, 
.win.  Cox,  Cnrtis,  Cuuintt,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dick,  Diin- 
,  Eddy,  Gdmands,  K.dinundson,  John  M.  Elliott,  Farley, 
.alkner,  Florence,  Fuller,  Goodrich,  Green,  Greenw<>o<l, 
itey  V.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Heiin,  Houston,  Hunt,  John- 
,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Kidwi-ll,  Lalhain,  Lelchsr,  Mac- 
inald,  McDriujall,  Maxwell,  May,  Mayall,  Mnrdecai  Oli- 
Orr,    Peckham,   Peninniilon,   Bishop  Perkins.  John 
ins,  Phelf»s,  Phillips,  Ready,  Keese,    David   Ritchie, 
lymour,    Bhanuon,   fShower,    Siiigleton,  Gn/nt    Smith, 
onr  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stan- 
,  Stratton,  John  J.  Taylor,  Ophain,  Vail,  Wells,  Wesl- 
ik,  and  Daniel  B.  Wriijht— 77. 
NAYS— Messrs.  David  J.  Bailey,  Barry,  Benton,  Boyce, 
ipl>ell,  Cobb,  Dciit,  Dunham,  Ellison,  Etlicridjc,  Flag- 
Aaron  Harlan,  Hill,  Hillycr,  George  W.  Jones,  Knox, 
Mullin,   Maurice,   Meiicham,   Middleswarlh,   Millson, 
)rriMon.  XiclM>ls,  Norton,  Ajidrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck, 
njl«,  RutTln,  Russell,  Sapp,  llustor  L.  Stevens,  Nalhan- 
G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  Vonsant,  Walsh, 
'beeler,'  Yates,  and  Zollicofler — 41. 

So  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 

adopteti. 
Pending  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the 
te, 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
>U. 

The;  SPEAKER.    Was  the  gentleman   from 
noia  within  the  bar  when  his  name  was  called  I 
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Mr.  RICHARDSON.  No, sir;  I  was  not  within 
the  bar,  but  1  desire  to  vote  on  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  PECK.     I  object. 

Also,  pending  the  announcement  of  the  vote, 

Mr.  BENTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  how  many  votes 
are  necessary  to  make  up  a  quorum .' 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  but  one  vote  more 
required  to  constitute  a  qtiorum. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was 
within  the  bar,  and  desire  to  vote.  I  find  that  one 
vole  is  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  I  ever  ex- 
pected it  was  worth.     I  therefore  vote  no. 

The  SPEAKER.     That  makes  a  quorum. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  to  reconsitier  the  vote 
just  taken  by  which  the  report  waa  adopted,  and 
also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon,  at  half  past  two  o'clock, 
p.  m.,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock, 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  May  31, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbork. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PETITIONS,    ETC. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  have  re- 
ceived, through  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
a  report  and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  very  large 
and  respectable  convention  held  in  the  town  of 
Wilmington,  in  that  State,  respecting  the  condi- 
tion of  the  navigation  of  the  Capf  Fear  river,  and 
pyticularly  the  bar  at  its  mouth.  1  am  requested 
by  one  of  the  resolutions  to  present  them  to  the 
Senate.  I  do  so  in  avcordance  with  that  request; 
and,  considering  the  high  position  of  the  gentle- 
man who  presided  over  the  meeting,  (the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,)  and  the  importance  and  inter- 
est attached  to  that  subject  with  them,  I  ask  that, 
without  reading,  the  papers  may  be  priiUed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Cyn- 
thia M.  Clarke,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  her  father,  Ethan  Stillman,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  contract  for  supplying  muskets  for 
the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  embargo 
lows  and  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  praying  a 
reduction  of  the  present  rates  of  ocean  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  a  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Grafton  and  others,  settlers  on  the  Bastrop 
grant,  praying  such  relief  for  them  as  was  granted 
to  claimants  under  the  Maison  Rouge  grant  by 
the  act  of  January,  1851;  which  woa  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSJC,  it  was 

Onfererf,  That  the  petition  of  Betsy  W.  Eve  he  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relatioiia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  William  W.  Cox  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,-and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  waa  referred  the  memorial  of  Frances 
Smith,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mrs.  i  ranees 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina;  which  waa  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


EUROPEAN  PENAL  CODES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  On  the  i29th  instant  the  usual 
number  of  copies — which  is  one  thousand  four 
hundred — of  a  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating,  incompliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  letter  from  H.  S. 
Sanford,  late  charge  d 'affaires  of  the  United  States 
at  Poris,  on  the  different  systems  of  penal  codes 
in  Europe,  and  also  a  report  on  the  administrative 
changes  in  France  since  the  revolution  in  1848, 
waa  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate. A  motion  was  then  made  to  print  one  thou- 
sand additional  copies  of  the  docament,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  That 
committee  have  instructed  me  to  report  against  the 
printing  of  any  additional  copies.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  I  under-" 
stand,  wishes  to  say  something  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  regret  very  much 
the  decision  to  which  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee have  arrived.  I,  of  course,  nave  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  report  carefully,  be- 
cause it  has  never  been  before  us.  But,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  gentleman  who  prepared  it,  his 
long  residence  abroad',  his  integrity,  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  subject,  and  his  qualifi- 
cations in  every  respect,  I  think  it  as  important 
to  the  Senate  and  our  Legislative  Assemblies  as 
anything  that  has  ever  come  before  the  Senate 
since  1  have  entered  it;  and  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  extra  number  should  be  printed.  I  am  veryk 
solicitous  that  they  should  be  printed.  I  ask  but 
for  a  thousand  copies,  and  I  understand  that  the 
printing  of  one  thousand  additional  copies  of  that 
part  which  relates  to  the  penal  codes  will  not  in- 
crease the  expenditure  more  than  about  |)100.  As 
for  the  other  part,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary;  but 
1  feel  a  just  concern  about  the  part  relating  to  the 
penal  codes,  because  I  look  upon  it  as  being  of 
great  interest  and  utility  to  the  whole  country; 
and  1  do  hope  the  majority,  who  are  liberal,  gen- 
erous men,  will  see  the  propriety  of  printing  one 
thousand  copies  in  addition  to  tne  usual  number, 
which  will  not  cost  more  than  $100. 

I  am  assured,  though  I  cannot  speak  from  my 
personal  knowledge,  as  I  h^ve  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it,  but  from  my  knowletlge  of 
the  man  and  the  subject  in  dispute,  that  the  report 
is  worth  publishing.  You  will  remember  that  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  message, 
called  attention  to  the  importance  of  revising  the 
judicial  code  of  the  United  States,  and  it  wns  in 
view  of  that  suggestion  that  Mr.  Sanford  felt  he 
was  rendering  a  service  to  the  country,  by  sending 
the  Government  an  analytical  sketch  of  the  penal 
codes  of  Europe,  which  came  within  his  personal 
knowledge,  after  a  residence  abroad  of  eigntor  ten 
years  in  the  service  of  the  country.  He  has  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  matter;  but  if  it  is  worth 
anything,  as  I  am  sure,  from  my  knowledge  of 
the  mon,  it  is,  when  we  consider  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  $100  is  a  very  small  amount  to  be 
expended. 

Adr.  JOHNSON.  This  document  moy  be  di- 
videcl  into  two  parts.  One  part  of  it  relates  to  the 
Government  of  France.  It  is  very  well  described 
in  the  resolution  referred  to  the  committee,  aa 
relating  to  the  administrative  changes  in  France. 
It  is  a  liistory  of  the  complicatetl  machinery  of 
that  Government.  The  committee  were  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  much  of  the  com- 
munication was  but  of  little  value,  and  certainly 
not  of  sufficient  value  to  authorize  the  publication 
of  an  additional  number  of  copies.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  minutia;  in  it  relating  to  the  various 
departments  of  France,  and  to  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  of  France,  and  to  the 
revolutions  which  have  taken  place  there,  legis- 
lative as  well  aS  political,  since  1848,  which  are 
of  no  particular  use  to  us.  The  committee,  aa  I 
have  said,  were  unanimous  in  rejecting  the  prop- 
osition to  print  all  that  portion  of  the  report  which 
was  received  from  the  Department  of  State. 

The  remainder,  of  which  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee speaks,  is  a  compilation  taken  from  the 
penal  codes  of  the  different  States  of  contineniil 
Europe,  or,  at  least,  very  many  of  those  States, 
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including  Germnny,  Austria,  Prussia,  Fremce, 
Spain,  and  perhaps  some  other  smaller  States. 
The  facts  embraced  in  that  portifli  of  the  report 
might  be  of  interest  to  our  State  Legislatures,  and  ' 
might  contain  suggestions  which  would  enable  ' 
them  to  improve  the  penol  codes  of  the  different  | 
States.  The  experience  derived  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  document  might  be  valuable  in  that 
respect,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  shape  and 
guide  their  action  in  reference  to  their  own  penal 
cdes.  The  committee  stood  two  to  one,  however, 
against  printing  any  additional  number.  For  my 
own  part,  I  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to  print 
one  thousand  extra  copies  of  this  portion  of  the 
report,  that  Senators  might  distribute  them  to 
members  of  their  State  Legislatures,  for  tlieir  in- 
formation, as  useful  suggealions  might  be  derived 
therefrom,  for  the  improvement  of  our  State  legis- 
lation upon  penal  codes.  The  majority  of  the 
committee,  fiowever,  considerivg  the  dissimilarity 
between  those  countries  and  our  own,  and  the 
long  experience  we  have  already  had  on  this  mat- 
ter, did  nflit  think  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  the  publication  of  an  additional  number 
would  be  worth  the  cost,  and,  therefore,  they  re- 
jected the  proposition. 

The  cost  of  printing  the  entire  document  as  now 
ordered,  that  is,  fourteen  hundred  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  will  be  about  $550.  The  cost 
of  printing  the  one  thousand  additional  copies  of 
the  whole  report,  including  both  branches,  would 
be  about  J200.  The  cost  of  printing  that  branch 
of  it  relatmg  to  penal  cades,  would  be  about  $100 
for  one  thousand  extra  copies.  These  are  the 
facts  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  am  not  certain 
myself  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  were 
not  correct  in  rejecting  the  whole  proposition, 
'  though  my  impression  at  the  lime  was,  that  it 
woukI  be  prudent  and  wise,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  print  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  that 
portion  of  the  report  which  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  porticularly  wishes  to  have  printed. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  My  colleague  on  the 
committee,  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  has  given 
a  very  correct  statement  of  the  conclusions  to 
which  the  committee  arrived  when  they  exam- 
ined the  work  this  morning.  Like  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  I  have  hacT  time  only  to  make  a 
very  superficial  examination  of  the  work,  but  t 
am  inchned  to  think  that  if  the  Senate  had  been 
apprised  of  its  entire  contents  when  they  were 

fiving  the  vote  for  printing  it,  it  would  never  have 
een  referred  to  the  committee. 
If  I  understand  the  matter,  the  state  of  thecase 
is  this:  Our  charge  at  Paris,  looking  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  found 
that   he   recommended   a   revision    of  the   penal  ( 
statutes  of  this  country;  and  then  voluntarily  took  | 
upon  himself  to  collect  the  penal  code  of  France, 
and  of  mony  of  the  surrounding  countries.    He 
not  only  did  that,  but  he  set  out — if  I  could  glean  I 
anything  from  the  index,  and  we  had  but  a  short 
time  to  scrutinize  the  work  this  morning — to  give 
what  purports  to  be  the  history  of  the  complex  i 
government  of  France  under  the  various  revolu- 
tions that  have  token  place  in  that  country  within 
the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

Now,  air,  there  is  a  question  lying  behind  the 
expense.  The  simple  pittance  to  which  my  col- 
league on  the  committee  has  alluded  had  very  little 
influence  with  me,  because,  if  I  thought  the  work 
was  valuable,  and  one  which  should  go  to  the  coun- 
try under  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  I  would  not 
havehe^tated  a  moment  in  concurring  in  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  us, and  I  would  have  been  willing 
to  gratify  my  friend  from,Tenness«  by  awarding 
the  number  of  copies  desired.  But,  1  take  the 
position  that  it  is  a  dangerous  precedent  for  this 
body  to  establish,  to  publish  every  work  thatany 
agent  abroad  may  be  disposed  to  transmit  to  the 
Departments.  I  hold  that  the  Senate,  as  a  body 
of  American  statesmen,  ought  to  scrutinize  every 
work  before  they  give  it  the  high  sanction  of  the 
vote  of  this  body.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say 
that  this  work  does  not  do  credit  to  the  author; 
but  I  do  undertake  to  say,  that  before  it  is  sent  to 
the  worldunder  the  sanction  of  this  body,  it  should 
undergo  the  rigid  scrutiny  of  the  Senate. 

When  we  publish  a  book  it  is  not  like  sending 
the  work  of  an  individual  l^the  world,  What 
right  have  we  to  take  up  a  history  compiled  by 
anv  foreign  agent,  and  publish  it  by  our  authority, 
an3  yield  to  it  our  sanction,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  it  importance  in  the  *yes  of  the  community.' 


Why,  sir,  it  is  an  invitation  to  every  foreign  agent 
who  is  possessed  of  rare  faculties  and  of  ability 
sufficient  to  compile  a  work  of  this  character  to 
do  so,  and  to  submit  it  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  any  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  have  it  sent  throughout  the  country, 
indorsed  by  this  body.  I  repeat,  that  I  believe, 
if  this  work  were  now  before  the  Senate,  and  were 
to  undergo  the  rigid  scrutiny  of  tlie  body,  it  is  very 
questionable  whether  it  would  order  its  publication 
at  all.  The  amount  of  money  involved  did  not 
operate  on  my  mind  at  all;  and  I  will  do  my  hon- 
orable colleague  on  the  committee,  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fessenden,]  the  justice  to  say 
that  I  think  it  had  as  little  influence  with  him. 
The  proposition  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  first 
branch  of  the  work,  which  gives  a  description  of 
the  Government  of  France,  under  the  exciting 
scenes  incident  to  tiiat  country  in  its  numerous 
revolutions,  did  not  meet  with  any  countenance 
at  all  at  the  hands  of  the  committee.  There  was 
a  greater  inclination  to  examine,  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  recominend,  if  they  could,  the  proposi- 
tion to  print  an  increased  Jiumber  of  the  penal 
codes  submitted  to  us. 

But,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity  of  publishing  a 
work  of  that  kind  ?  1  believe  there  is  but  a  soli- 
tary State  in  this  Union  where  the  civil  code  pre- 
vails, and  that  is  the  State  of  Louisiana.  What 
sort  of  benefit  can  accrue  to  this  country,  or  what 
sort  of  light  can  be  shed  on  the  country,  by  the 
publication  by  the  Senate,  of  this  report  on  penal 
codes.'  The  work  mayor  may  not  be  creditable 
to  the  author.  If  it  be  creditable  to  him,  if  it  be 
one  in  which  he  takes  a  pride,  and  which  he 
thinks  would  give  him  fame,  let  him  publish  it  at 
his  own  expense,  and  by  his  own  authority;  but 
let  him  not  ask  us  to  send  it  to  the  world  as  in- 
dorsed by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  opposed  not  only  to  the 
publication  of  the  first  branch  of  the  work,  but 
also  decidedly  opposed  to  increasing  the  number 
of  the  second  branch.  1  entertain  the  views 
which  I  have  stated  honestly,  and  with  proper 
respect  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  has 
compiled  the  work;  but,  at  the  same  time,  my 
object  is  to  guard  the  Senate  from  the  indorse- 
ment of  a  worlf  about  which  they  know  nothing, 
and  about  which  the  committee  themselves  at  Itiis 
time  can  know  but  little.  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
concur  in  the  report, 

Mr.  SEWARD.  What  is  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation .' 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  The  regular  printing 
which  has  been  ordered  ,of  this  report  will  cost 
about  |S50. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Priming,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  say 
a  word.  The  simple  fact  is,  the  diplomatic  agent 
of  the  Government  in  France  undertook  to  send  to 
the  Department  of  State  a  work  compiled  by  him 
in  relation  to  the  different  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  Government  of  France  since 
184S.  This  was  done  on  his  own  mere  motion, 
without  the  instructions  of  anybody,  or  without 
a  recommendation  from  any  quarter  calling  for 
its  preparation.  He  has  also  sen^  a  sort  of  analyt- 
ical digest,  or  resume  of  the  different  penal  codes 
of  the  several  Governments  of  Europe,  and  that 
he  predicates  on  a  recommendation  made,  I  think, 
by  President  Fillmore,  that  our  penal  code  in  the 
United  States  should  be  examined  and  revised. 
That  was  also  of  his  own  motion,  grounded  on  the 
hint  in  the  President's  message. 

If  the  Senate  had  understood  originally  what  it 
was  when  it  was  communicated  to  the  Senate,  and 
when  the  motion  was  made  to  print  the  usual  num- 
ber of  copies,  I  think  the  question  of  the  propriety 
of  printing  it  at  all,  might  well  have  been  consid- 
eretd.  I  doubt  very  much  the  propriety  of  a  diplo- 
matic agent  abroad  undertaking,  on  his  own  mo- 
tion ,  to  compile  a  work  of  this  sort,  to  send  to  the 
country  the  products  of  his  own  labor,  and  then 
to  have  it  sent  to  this  body,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  when 
It  contains  no  information  of  any  particular  and 
immediate  value  to  the  country.  And,  sir,  if  I 
had  been  in  the  Senate  when  the  report  was  pre- 
sented and  laid  upon  the  table,  and  I  had  under- 
stood it,  I  should  certainly  have  questioned  decid- 
edly the  propriety  of  printing  it  at  all. 

The  work  consists  of  two  parts.  As  to  the 
first  part,  which  is  more  curious  than  valuable, 
if  I  was  for  publishing  the  information  that  the 


report  contains,  I  should  prefer  to  publish  that, 
because  we  cannot  so  well  get  at  it.  But  CTery 
Senator  will  see  that  it  is  not  our  business  to  col- 
lect information  of  this  description  from  our 
diplomatic  agents,  and  print  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  With  regard  to  the  other  part,  if  ■ 
commission  should  be  raised  to  reform  our  peoai 
code,they  would  derive  very  little  information  from 
a  work  of  such  a  character  as  it  is;  they  would 
go  to  the  original  codes  to  understand  the  subject, 
and  jcould  make  but  verj^  little  use  of  such  so 
analytical  index  as  this.  With  regard  to  both  of 
them,  my  opinion  was,  and  is,  that  the  mistake 
was  originally,  and  would  be  originally  always, 
in  reference  to  papers  of  this  description,  coming 
thus  uncalled  for,  from  any  of  our  diplomatic 
agents  in  the  printing  of  them  at  all  for  circulation. 
In  addition  to  that,  I  will  refer  merely  to  the 
little  amount  of  money  that  i.<<  involved — $100  for 
the  additional  copies,  and  $550  for  the  original 
printing.  That  would  be  of  no  particular  conse- 
quence in  the  matter,  but  the  precedent  is  some- 
thing. If  we  make  ourselves  merely  a  B»rt,  of 
committee  here  for  the  printing  of  the  results  of 
the  labors  of  gentlemen  abroad,  in  the  diplomatic 
service  of  the  country,  upon  mailers  which  are 
not  of  public  advantage,  and  contain  information 
that  can  be  had  by  anybody  seeking  for  it  from 
other  sources,  we  shall  have  enough  on  our  hands 
to  do;  and  in  this  case  we  shall  be  setting  a  bad 
example  that  may  work  very  injuriously. 

This  cannot  be  placed  on  the  same  ground  at 
that  on  which  commercial  information  is  gathered, 
the  results  of  which  undoubtedly  mav  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  country,  and  for  that  renon  their 
publication  by  us  may  be  justified.  But  inform- 
ation of  this  kind,  which  is  merely  professional 
and  legal,  could  and  would  be  studied  and  hunted 
out  by  political  and  legal  gentlemen.  The  print- 
ing of  this  document,  I  think,  would  be  adopt- 
ing a  course  of  procedure  in  reference  to  these 
things  which  we  should  not  adopt.  It  has  been 
said  that  it  will  cost  only  $100;  but  the  amount  of 
coat  is  of  no  sort  of  consequence.  The  commiUee 
did  not  look  at  the  expense.  They  looked  merely 
at  the  thing  itself;  and  we  did  not  think  we  should 
be  doing  justice  to  ourselves  or  to  the  country, 
whose  money  we  have  charge  of  to  a  certain  extent, 
by  ordering  the  printing  of  an  additional  number 
of  copies  of  a  work,  from  which  I  can  perceive 
very  little  advantage  to  be  derived. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  In  regard  to  the  setting  of 
this  precedent,  1  differ  entirely  from  the  Kbnorable 
Senator  from  Maine.  It  is,  of*^ course,  a  precedeot; 
but  a  precedent  which  will  be  of  very  little  senriec. 
But  what  is  precedent.'  The  precedent  is,  that 
we  print,  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  in- 
formation deemed  to  be  valuable,  ac<|uired  byjour 
Ministers  residing  in  foreign  countries.  Thai  is 
the  extent  of  the  precedent.  Now,  although  we 
have  a  great  many  Ministers  in  various  counlries, 
all  over  the  world,  I  think  that  the  number  of 
those  who  give  their  attention  to  such  labors  as 
those  under  consideration  is  very  small.  Mr. 
Sanford  has  devoted  his  attention  to  an  important 
subject,  and  has  attained  an  extraordinary  mass  of 
information,  which,  it  was  thought,  would  be  useful 
in  some  of  the  Departments  of  our  Government,- 
and  so  has  sent  this  report;  and  the  question  now 
is,  shall  we  print  it.' 

My  mind  goes  back  to  the  case  when  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson sent  home  a  great  deal  of  valuable  agricul- 
tural and  political  information,  which  he  compiled 
when  in  France.  It  was  published,  though  not  bj 
Congress,  at  that  lime.  I  am  sure  that  the  pro- 
priety of  publishing  at  that  day  what  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son thus  sent  home  has  been  admitted,  because 
Congress  has  since  ordered  it  to  be  published. 

I  recollect  a  second  case,  that  of  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston, who  sent  home  information  of  vast  value, 
and  v/hich  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  true  policy 
and  interests  of  agriculture  in  this  country.  I  am 
sure  that  all  will  now  agree  that  it  would  hare 
been  better  to  have  published  that  information  at 
the  time  it  was  received. 

Then  I  remember  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wheaton, 
now  deceased,  has  given  us  a  history  of  the  law 
of  nati9ns.  No  money  could  ever  have  been  ex- 
pended iq  the  United  States  more  profitably  than 
would  have  been  expended  if  that  history  had 
been  published.  I  am  sure,  then,  the  publication 
of  the  information  now  in  question  will  do  no 
harm,  while  it  may  do  some  good;  and  I  think, 
probably,  much  good,  inasmuch  as  theattention  of 
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CoDgresa  hu  already  been  directed  to  the  aubjecta 
which  are  understood  to  be  embraced  in  the  report. 
Moreover,  there  ia  no  probability  that  too  many 
of  oar  foreign  representatires  will  devote  them- 
aelvea  to  labors  of  thia  kind. 

Mr.  BADQER.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  order 
the  printing  of  one  thoaaand  additional  copies  of 
this  report.  It  will  be  an  increased  expenditure 
of  flOO.  Now,  I  dq  not  agree  with  my  friend 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fesbenden,]  that  the  conaidera- 
tion  of  the  expense  is  not  a  material  item  ift  the 
inquiry.  A  work  of  this  kind  may  have  a  certain 
▼aluj  attached  to  it  which;  will  make  it  very 
proper  to^exoend  |I0O  in  the  printing  of  it,  but 
which  certainly  would  not  justify  the  expenditure 
of  110,000.  1  think,  therefore,  the  expenditure 
is  a  material  ittm  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
in  agreeing  or  disagreeing  to  the  proposition  to 
print. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  saya  that  this  work, 
when  published,  will  not  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  suggested,  in  furnishing  the  aid 
necessary  to  assist  m  the  coiqpilation  or  our  own 
laws,  or  the.  revising  of  our  own  system,  because 
those  persons  who  may  be  employed  in  the  work, 
if  they  poasesa  the  requisite  qualificationa,  will  go 
to  the  original  sourcea  of  knowledge.  That  they 
-  will  go  there  may  be  true,  but  the  inference 
which  is  drawn  from  that  fact,  that  this  work  will 
be  of  no  service,  I  think  is  a  mistake.  In  every 
investigation  of  that  kind,  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  qualifications  of  the  nwn  who  are  engaged  in 
its  prosecution,  the  posseasion  of  a  full  anaJvtical 
digest,  and  specific  reference  to  the  diSierent  heada 
ofsubjects  which  they  may  desire  to  consult,  may 
b«  of  use. 

At  all  events,  this  ia  but  an  expenditure  of  flOO 
for  the  purpose  of  printing  one  thousand  copies  of 
thia  book,  which  may  be  of  service,  which  may 
be  of  general  interest  to  the  country,  which  may 
ftccorapliah  good,  and  which,  aa  I  think  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  has  justly  said,  can  do  no 
harm  by  setting  a  bad  precedent.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  will  agree  to  ita  printing.  At  all 
eyenu,  I  would  say  that  I  think  we  had  better 
dispose  of  the  matter  in  some  way  or  other,  or  We 
Win  spend  more  money  in  the  value  of  the  time 
•  which  wt  consume  debating  it  than  it  would  take 
to  do  the  printing. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  It  is  not  the  amount 
that  I  am  contending  for.  But  I  simply  wish  to 
■ay,  that  the  pablication  of  the  works  of  the  dis- 
tinguiahed  gentleman  who  have  been  alladed  to, 
made  a  great  impression  not  only  upon  Congress, 
but  upon  tJ^e  conntrr;  and  the  rare  endowments 
of  those  gentlemen  snowed  the  propriety  of  per- 
petuating v>d  handing  them  dqwn  to  posterity. 
Now,  I  wiH  ask  the  gentlemeiTwho  have  dis* 
cussed  thia  queation,  if  there  ia  a  solitary  man  in 
the  Senate  who.  understands  what  he  u  voting 
for  when  he  votes  to  increase  the  number  pub- 
lished ?  The  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee 
■aya  he  has  never  read  the  work;  nor  have  I. 
You  have,  however,  tlie  ifnanimous  report  of  the 
oommittae  against  iu  printing;  .And  I  acain  ask 
the  Senate,  if  there  is  a  Senator  upon  Uiis  ffoor 
who  understands  what  is  contained  in  that  work? 
The  committee  were  at  one  time  inclined  to  wait 
fer  the  publication  of  the  work,  and  examine  it, 
before  acting  upon  the  proposition  to  print  an 
extra  number;  and  if  we  thoughtjt  creditable  to 
the  gentleman,  and  uaeful  to  the  country,  to  agree 
to  that  propoaition;  but  on  further  examinauon, 
the  committee  determined  unanimously,  although 
with  aome  hesitation,  not  to  recommend  an  in- 
creased number.  That  is  the'  point.  If  gentle- 
■*  -then  vote  for  the  printing  of  the  work  now,  they 
'will  be  voting  for  that  which  they  do  not  under- 
stand, and  which  the  committee  did  not  under- 
stand, except  what  they  obtained  fW)ra  a  glance  at 
,  its  index.  The  Benate  has  no  information  as  to 
its  real  merits. 

Mr.  STDART.  If  there  is  no  other  way  of 
getting  rid  of  the  subject,  I  move  that  it  Ue  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WBLLER.  ^  Let  us  have  a  vote. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  there  is  a  disposition  to 
fote,  I  withdtiw  my  motion. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  report  of  the 
pommittsswas  agreM  to. 

RENOTATIOR  OP  THE  HALL. 

Mr.  STDART.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 


A«falM>r,  That  vRien  the  Senate  sdjoonM  lo-morroA,  it 
•ball  be  until  Moii4ay  next. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  We  had  belter  not  consider 
that  resolution  at  present.  If  the  House  concur 
in  the  resolution  which  we  paaaed  yeaterday,  there 
will  be  no  neceasity  for  posaing  this. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If- there  be  objection,  it 
cannot  be  considered  at  this  time. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
object  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  My  reason  for  it  is  this:  If 
the  House  agree  to  the  resolution  which  we  passed 
yesterday,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  taking 
up  these  carpets.  ' 

Mr.  QWIN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
will  not  object  to  the  resolution.  There  is  no 
prospect  of  the  House  acting  to-day  on  the  one 
which  we  passed  yesterday.  They  are  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  it  will  not  be  acted  upon 
to-dajr.  I  hope,  therefore,  he  will  withdraw  his 
objection.  I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  that  we  shall  adopt  the 
aarae  rule  which  was  adopted  in  the  House,  that 
these  heavy  chairs  be  taken  out,  and  that  we  have 
lighter  alid  more  convenient  ones  placed  here  for 
the  ^summer. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  should  have  no  objection  .to 
the  rsaolution,  unless  the  House  should  not  concur 
in  the  resolution  which  we  passed  yesterday.  If 
they  do  not  concur,  it  would  be  proper  for  us  to 
adopt  such  a  motion  as  this. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection,' 
the  resolution  will  be  considered.  The  queetioa 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  nesolation. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  dasiresimpiy  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion in  eonneetioD  with  the  resolation,  if  there 
be  BO  objection .  1 1  is  not  expected  that  th  ere  will 
be  a  session  to-morrow,  bat  that  the  officers  will 
meet  h  ere  and  adjourn  without  any  regular  session . 
I  submit  also,  to  the  Senator  from  California,  that 
if  he  wishes  Us  proposition  adopted ,  he  had  better 
submit  it  separately. 

Mr.  aWIN.  Ihope  that  bsth  will  be  consid- 
ered together. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  OWIN.  Will  the  object  which  I  desire  be 
attained  witbsut  making  the  propos'ition  spedaUy  ? ' 

The  PRESIDBNT.    It  will. 

The  resolution  w(ui  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  in  the  middle  of  the  speech  of 
Mr.  FosT, 

Mr.  BADGER  said:  Mr.  President,  an  order 
was  made  this  morning  that  the  Senate  would  ad- 
journ over  firora  to-morrow  to  Monday.  SevCTal 
eentlemen  are  going  away — the  Senator  from 
Michigan  among  others  and  I  think  we  on^t 
to  h^vs  some  understanding  as  to  whether  we 
are  to  meet  on  Monday  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
bMinees,  or  to  adjourn  over  to  tne  succeeding 
Thursday. 

Mr.  STUART.    To  adjourn  over. 

Mr.  OWIN.  I  hope  it  will  be  understood  that 
we  meet  on  Monday  to  do  bushiess.  The  Secre- 
tary says  he  can  havt  Uie  Hall  in  perfect  order  at 
that  time.  He  can  have  the  carpets  taken  up  and 
the  Chamber  prepared  for  as;  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  any  Senator  to  be  here,  and  not 
commence  businesa  on  Monday. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Ia  it  understood  thatwe  shall 
meet  to  do  buainess  > 

Several Sbitators.    Yes!   Yea! 

Mr.  BADGER.  Suppose  we  should  not  have 
a  quorum. 

Mr.  GWIN.    Let  ua  trjr  that. 

Mr.  STUART.  Thereisnoproapectof  havine 
a  quorum.  Gentlemen  may  come'nere  dispoeed 
to  do  buainess,  and  1  will  come  here  too.  1  will 
come  with  the  expectation  that  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  adjourn  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  JOHNSONr  Not  only  will  there"be  no 
quorum,  but  those  who  are  taking  thia  little  recess 
now — which  is  but  a  abort  one — will  not  antici- 
pate being  back,  I  am  certain  from  what  I  have 
heard — and  I  have  heard  a  number  talk  about  it — 
until  to-morrow  week;  and  oa  the  House  has  not 
acted  on  the  resolution  which  we  passed  yester- 
day, it  ia  not  probable  that  this  will  make  much 
dinerence  in  our  proceeding  with  business. 

Mr.  BADGER.  By  way  of  ascertaining  what 
is  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  I  move  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns  on  Monday  next,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next  thereafter. 


,   Mr.  GWIN.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion.  -■  *■ 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  will  make  one  suggestion 
which  it  is  proper  should  go  out  to  the  country. 
This  body  is  at  least  six  weeks  in  advance  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  GWIN.  We  have  the  two  great  questions  ■ 
of  the  age  to  discuss. 

Mr.  DAWSON .  And  if  we  were  to  act  on  alt 
the  buainess  before  us  it  would  still  lie  in  a  pile 
in  the  other  House.  If  we  take  a  little  recess 
now  for  convenience  and  for  comfort,  in  order  to 
belter  dispatch  the  public  business  when  we  re- 
turn, where  ia  the  impropriety  ?  Why  come  here 
and  do  nothing;  sit  for  an  hour  or  two  and  then 
adjourn  upon  the  ground  that  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  is  behind  us?  ■  Why  not  let  us  take  a 
little  re<^8s  at  once  to  reinvigorate  ourselves,  and 
come  back  better  prepared  for  business? 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  It  is  with  great  difll- 
cultv  we  have  kept  a  quorum  for  the  last  three 
weeks,  or  a  month.  I  came  here-shortly  after 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  since  I 
came,  I  have  bcji^  here  at  all  times.  I  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  Georgia.  I  am  satisfied  from 
what  has  occurred  between  other  Senatoia  and 
myself,  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  expectA 
quorum  here  on  Monday. 

Mr.  STUART.    There  is  no  prospect  of  it. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  am  compelled  to  Uavs 
here  for  the  north,  and  I  eannot  p^miae  to  be 
back  before  the  close  of  the  week.  To  those  of' 
ua  who  have  been  here  in'season  and  out  of  sea- 
son, and  are  literally  fatigued  and  worn  out,  it  is 
as  little  as  ought  to  be  extended  to  us,  to  give  us 

Eermission  to  be  absent  for  that  short  time.  I 
ave  conversed  with  several  Senators,  and  my 
decided  opinion  is,  that  we  need  not  hope  to  have 
a  quorum  here  on  Monday.  There  are  many  im- 
portant (j^uestions  before  the  Senate.  I  have  eon- 
versed  with  my  honorable  friend  from  California 
in  regard  to  them.  I  am  anxious  to  vote  on  every 
one  of  them;  but,  situated  as  I  am,  I  am  compelled 
to  be  absent,  and  I  trust  the  understanding  will  be 
that  we  are  not  to  expect  a  quorum  on  Monday. 

Mr.  GWIN.  This  is  an  extraordinary  com- 
ment on  what  we  heard  yesterday Trom  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.'  Stuart,}  and  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Psttit,]  Uiat  our  tables  were 
loaded  down  with  business,  that  we  were  over* 
wbdmed  with  business  now  reacty  for  action. 

Mr.  PETTIT.    So  we  are. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  know  there  is  businesa  enoug  h 
for  us  to  commence  on  Monday  morning  at  eleven 
o'clock,  and  work  every  day  to  the  hour  that  a 
majority  of  this  body  has  fixed  upon  for  a  recess. 
And  1  hope  that  in  good  faith,  naving  indicated 
the  day  on  which  we  shall  take  a  recess,  we  sba)l 
act  upon  it.  If  I  thought  we  were  going  to  lose 
all  the  week 

Mr.  STUART.  I  beg  my  friend  to  let  me  in- 
terrupt him.  Wc  bad  better  either  vote  on  this 
proposition  or  let  the  Senator  from  Vermont  go  on 
witii  his  speech. 

.  Mr.  GWIN.    If  he  wiH  give  way  I  will  mors 
to  go  into  Executive  session. 

Mr.  STUART.    Let  us  have  a  voU. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Wbllbr 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  motion^ 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  on  Monday  next, 
it  be  to  meet  on  the  Thursday  next  thereuter. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken — reaultsd  yeas  20,  nays  16;  aa  follows: 

TEAS— Meni*.  Atchison,  Bsditer,  Bell,  Cass,  Clajr, 
Clayton,  Dawson,  Evans,  Fteb,  Filspsirlck,  Foot,  iobn- 
son,  Jones  nf  Tennessee,  Norrls,  Pratt,  Rosk,  Seward, 
Slidell,  Stoait,  and  Sumner— 90. 

NATS — Messrs.  Adams,  Brodbesd,  Brown,  Dodge  of 
Wisconsin,  Douglas,  Fessenden,.  Gillette,  Gwin,  Hamlin, 
Hnnisr,  Msllory,  Pettit,  Sebastiaa,  Toombs,  Wsilker,  and 
Weller-16. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PENSION  FOR  SERVICES  IN  EXECUTING  THE 
FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

Thr  following  resolution  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Adami,  was  considered  and  ograsd  to; 

ReioUiei,  Tlist  the  Commiuee  on  Pensions  be  Instmctrd 
to  Inqulie  into  ibe  expediency  orprovidinc  bjlawasnilalile 
pension  ft>r  tbe  support  of  the  widow  and  cbildien,  U  any, 
or  the  lateJsmss  Bscbelder,  of  Msssaebaselts,  wbo  wae 
JtlUed  wMl*  aasistint  tbe  manbal  of  tbe  UniledBtUes,  fin 
OiM  State,  io  executing  an  act  ofCoDgress. 
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PATENT  OFFICE  REPORT. 
Mr.  BADGER."  It  will  be  recollected  that  we 
passed  a  resolution  on  the  39th  instant  for  order- 
ing the  additional  copies  of  the  agricultural  por- 
tion of  the  Patent  Office  report  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  to  be  printed  by  the  printer  of  the  Senate. 
Since  that  time,  the  two  Houses  have  agreed  to  a 
provision  in  the  deficiency  bill  which  relieves  tlie 
subject  of  our  printing  from  the  complication 
which  has  heretofore  been  attached  to  it.  In  order 
to  avoid,  if  necessary,  any  conflict,  I  think  it  bet- 
ter, perhaps,  that  the  Senate  should  rescind  the 
resolution  adopted  on  the  29th, and  by  a  new  res- 
olution order  the  printing  of  the  additional  copies, 
the  consequence  of  which  will  be  that  they  will  be 
printed,  of  course,  as  directed  by  the  amendment 
to  the  law  contained  in  the  deficiency  bill.  When 
the  President  has  signed  the  deficiency  bill,  they 
will  be  printed,  of  course,  by  the  printer  of  this 
body,  without  giving  the  special  direction.  I 
therefore  lay  these  resolutions  on  the  table,  but  do 
hoi  ask  for  their  consideration  now,  because  they 
would  be  liable  to  the  same  objection,  if  adopted 
to-day,  as  if  adopted  on  the  29th.  1  will  call 
them  up  as  soon  as  we  shall  receive  notice  from 
the  President  that  he  has  signed  the  deficiency 
bill. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

Resolvedy  That  the  resolution  for  printing  certain  add!  - 
tlonal  copiea  of  ihe  acriculluial  portion  of  the  Patent  Offlcj 
report,  Rgreed  to  tiy  ilie  Smaie  on  Uie  29Ui  instant  be,  an  1 
Ihe  same  is  hereby,  reiicinded. 

Ordtred,  That  there  b«  printed  for  the  u*€  of  the  Senate 
forty  thouuaiid  ndditionnt  copies  of  tlie  satne,  witti  the  plates 
accompanying  il,  of  which  five  IbuuMiid  copies  shall  be  for 
Ihe  UM  of  the  Patent  UlAce. 

DEFICIENCr  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKean,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill  to  supply  de  • 
ficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  o  f 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1854. 

Also,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed 
the  bill;  which  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent.jiro  tempore. 

STEAMER  EL  PARAGUAY. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Committee  on  Commerce 
have  directed  me  to  report  back  the  bill  from  the 
House,  to  authorize  a  register  to  be  issued  to  the 
steamer  El  Paraguay  by  a  new  name,  without 
•  amendment,  and  to  recommend  its  passage.  1 
ask  for  its  consideration  at  this  time. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  a  register  to  the  American-built 
steamer  El  Paraguay,  by  the  name  of  V.  H.Joy, 
she  having  been  condemned  as  unseaworthy,  and 
sold  in  a  Brazilian  port,  but  is  now  lying  at  the 
port  of  New  Orleans,  and  owned  by  an  American 
citizen. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
arnendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

NOTARIES    PUBLIC. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  CHASE,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  notaries  public  to  take  and 
certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledgments 
in  certain  rjises. " 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  confer  on  notaries 
public  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same  pow- 
ers as  are  conferred  on  notaries  public  in  the  States 
and  Territories  by  the  act  mentioned. 

Mr.  CHASE.  1  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Btc.  S.  ^nd  be  it  fuTther  enacted.  Thai  notariei  public 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  take  depositions,  and 
do  other  acts  in  relation  to  evidence  to  !«  u«ed  in  the  courts 
of  Uie  United  States,  in  Uie  same  innnner  and  with  the  same 
effect  as  coinraiiuioners  to  take  acknowledgments  of  bail 
and  atndaviifl  may  now  lawfully  take  or  do.  - 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  as  amended,  end  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN,  during  the  pendency  of  the 


bill  last  mentioned,  said:  I  moved  the  other  day  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  adopting 
the  resolution  to  subscribe  for  five  thousand  and 
twenty-two  additional  copies  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix.  It  has  been  suggested  to 
me  by  some  gentlemen,  that  the  reconsideration 
of  that  vote  would  probably  be  attended  with  the 
same  result  as  before.  Therefore,  in  order  not  to 
consume  the  valuable  time  of  the  Senate  to  no  pur- 
pose, I  have  consented  to  withdraw  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  if  the  Senate  will  give  me  unanimous 
consent  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  hope  that  proposition  will  lie 
over  for  the  present. 

When  the  bill  was  disposed  of,  Mr.  Chase 
withdrew  his  objection ;  and  Mr.  Benjamin,  by 
unanimous  consent,  withdrew  his  motion  to  re- 
consider; BO  that  the  resolution  stands  finally 
passed,  as  follows: 

Reiohed,  That  theflecretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  contract  with  thepropriitor  uf  theOlobe 
for  live  thousand  and  twenty  two  additional  copies  of  llie 
Congressional  Globe  and  Ap|iendil  for  the  present  Con- 
gress. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  VETO. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  in- 
sane persons;"  whicH  had  been  returned  by  the 
Presidentof  the  United  States,  with  his  objections. 
Mr.  HUNTER.  1  propose  to  say  somethrng 
on  this  bill.  I  can  go  on  now  if  no  other  Senator 
wishes  to  proceed.  If  any  other  gentleman  de- 
sires to  speak,  I  will  give  way. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  design  to  say  something  on  the 
bill.  If  the  Senate  are  determined  to  vote  at  this 
time,  I  will  say  it  now;  but  if  not,  I  would  rather 
not  speak  at  present.  I  am  entirely  ready  to  pro- 
ceed, and  will  do  so  now  if  the  Senate  wish  to 
take  the  vote  to-day.  There  are  other  gentlemen 
also,  I  believe,  who  intend  to  give  their  views  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  wish  to  make  this  suggestion: 
That  on  Tuesday  next,  before  we  adjourn,  we 
take  the  vote  on  this  question.  It  has  been  be- 
fore the  Senate  for  weeks,  and  should  be  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senate  will  allow  me 
two  minutes  to  get  some  papers,  I  will  go  on  to- 
day. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
will  yield  me  the  floor,  I  will  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  to- 
morrow or  Monday.  It  is  not  justice  to  the  Sen- 
ator, nor  to  the  Senate,  nor  to  the  country,  to  go 
into  the  discussion  of  this  question  at  the  present 
time.  There  can  be  no  particular  haste  about  it. 
It  is  known  to  everybody  that  this  bill  cannot  oe 
passed  by  a  two  third  vote.  Whatever  importance 
there  is  attaching  to  the  discussion,  therefore,  is 
simply  that  which  attaches  to  the  importance  a 
member  may  feel  to  deliver  his  own  views  on  the 
ouestion.  At  what  time  this  shall  bedone,  whether 
this  week  or  next  week,  cannot  be  of  much  im- 
portance. After  the  temporary  adjournment  which 
we  are  about  to  have,  the  Senate  will  be  full,  and 
then  we  can  go  on  wiih  the  discussion.  There 
are  several  Senators  who  desire  to  express  their 
views  on  this  subject,  and  certainly  it  is  desirable 
to  have  a  full  Senate  to  vote  on  it.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  will  postpone  its  consideration 
until  to-morrow  or  Monday.  A  day  or  two  can- 
not be  of  much  importence. 

Mr.  GWIN.  TheSenator  from  Michigan  has 
given  the  strongest  argument  that  could  possibly 
be  used  why  the  Senator  from  Virginia  should  go 
on  to-day.  If  this  question  is  to  be  further  dis- 
cussed, why  not  discuss  it  how,  when  nothing 
else  is  pressing  on  us .'  I  hope  we  shall  have  a 
speech  to-day,  and  on  Monilay,  or  Tuesday  at 
ftirthest,  proceed  to  vote.  T^e  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia is  ready  to  proceed,  and  in  a  few  moments 
will  be  able  to  make  his  speech.  He  wants  to 
put  his  views  before  the  country,  and  he  ought  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  now. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  have  certainly  no  wish  to 
speak  to-day;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  action 
on  this  bill.  I  have  soniething  to  say;  I  can  go 
on  to-day  or  at  any  time. 

Several  Senators.     Now!    Now' 
Mr.  HUNTER.    This  bill  has  been  so  often 
delayed  because  gentlemen  were  not  ready  to  pro- 
ceed with  its  consideration  that  1  feel  bound ,  as  I 


was  one  of  those  who  urged  originally  that  il 
should  have  precedence  over  all  other  liusinesa, 
to  go  on  to-day  though  under  some  disadvanta- 
geous circumstances.  He  then  proceeded  to  de- 
liver his  views  at  large  in  opposition  to  the  biU, 
and  in  favor  of  the  doctrines  of  the  President's 
Veto  message. 

[The  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  FOOT  followed  in-support  of  the  bill,  and 
in  opposition  to  the  veto, 

[The  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  GWIN.     I  hope  this  subject  will  be  passed 
over  until  to-morrow.     1  want  to  have  an  Execu- 
tive  session.     I   therefore  move  to  postpone  ita 
further  consideration  until  to-morrow. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  NAVT. 

Mr.  MALLORV.  I  desire  informally  to  anb- 
mit  several  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Navy,  which  I  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs  some  days  since. 
These  amendments  are  offered  at  the  intitance  of 
the  committee.  I  offer  tfcem  now  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  printed. 

They  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL  AND  MINT. 

Mr.  SLI  DELL  submitted  the  following  resolti- 
tions;  which  were  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Reiolrni,  That  Ihe  SecreuryofiheTreasnrv  be  rp<iM.-.t. 
ed  to  couunnnicate  to  the  Senate  what  i!<  the 
dilioii  of  the  building  of  the   tnarine  ho-tpiT 

Orleans,  and  what  sum  will  be  necessary  to  i  ._ , 

perfect  slate  of  repair,  and  whether  there  be  in  l>i»<i|,iMi.in 
such  an  inennvenicnee  attendinji  the  present  location  tri 
said  marine  hospital  as  to  require  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing for  thst  purpose  al  some  other  point. 

Retoh-ed,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treaniry  be  re^ueit- 
ed  to  ciHiiniunicalc  to  the  Senate  what-is  ilic  [.rrs.r.i  ..mi, 
dilion  of  the  huildiuf;  of  the  United  >'- 
New  Orleans  ;  what  sum  will  be  nect- 
in  a  proper  state  of  repair;  and  whetli- 
damage  in  the  original  structure  a)«  woaltl,  ti: 
consistent  Willi  wrse  economy,  render  it  rti>- 
a  new  building  on  the  present  site  of  said  biat 

RAMSAY  INVESTIGATION- 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN.     I  move  to  retonsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted  in  ref- 
erence to  publishingcertain  papers  connected  with 
the  Ramsay  investigation. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
will  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  JIfay  31,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  appro rsd. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  the 
hands  of  Asburt  Dickins,  their  Secretary,  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  to  supply  ihe  de- 
ficiencies for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1854. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  an  act  (H.  R. 
No.  318)  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  selection 
of  school  districts,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth -sec- 
tions, within  the  twelve  miles  square  reservation. 
Slate  of  Alabama." 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  an  act  (S.  372) 
entitled  "  An  act  in  favor  of  Charles  D.  Arfwcd- 
son." 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  adopted  a  joint  reso- 
lution that  the  two  Houses  shall  adjourn  from  the 
first  Monday  in  July  to  the  third  Monday  in 
October. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  GREEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  following 
bill;  which  thereupon  received  the  signature  of  the 
Speaker:  House  bill  N(*.  27],  being  "  An  act  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
loo4. 
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THB  INOIAH  APPROPRIATION^IU,. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ssk  that  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  with  the  Senate  amend- 
ments thereto,  be  taken  up,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Wajre  and  Meane.  The  gentleman 
(h>m  South  Carolina,  {Mr.  Orr,]  who  objected  to 
that  disposition  of  the  bill,  is  willing,  I  underslAnd, 
to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  am  dcairooa,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
withdraw  my  objection  to  that  disposition  of  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill.  I  exammed  yesterday 
'  the  precedents,  and  find  that  for  fifteen  years  past 
it  has  been  the  practice  to  commit  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Previous  to  that  time,  it  was  the  custom 
to  have  it  ootfimitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House;  but  I  think  it  may  be  properly 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
I  therefore  withdraw  my  objection  to  that  dispo- 
sition being  made  of  it. 

The  bill  was  therefore  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

PAT  or  POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  desire  to  report  back  from  the 
Committee  'on,  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  a 
bill  which  passed  this  House  almost  unanimously. 
It  has  been  returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amend- 
ments; and  I  propose  that  the  amendments  be 
concurred  in,  as  the  committee  recommends  such 
concurrence.  I  suppose  that  the  bill  can  be  dis- 
posed of  ill  a  few  minutes,  as  there  will  be  no 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Read  the  tiUe  of  the  bill,  so 
as  to  let  us  know  what  the  purport  of  it  is. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  A^r.  Speaker,  I  would  like 
to  inquire,  with  reference  to  the  Indian  appropri- 
ation bill,  which  was  before  the  House  a  moment 
ago,  whether  an  order  has  been  made  as  to  the 
printias  of  the  amendments  adopted  by  the  Senate  } 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  No  order  has  been  made  on 
the  subject.  I  ask  for  none.  It  is  not  usual  in 
committing  a  bill  to  a  standing  committee,  that  it 
should  be  printed.  These  amendments  are  very 
long,  and  it  would  be  exoenaive  to  have  them 

erinted;  but  if  the  House  desire  that  they  should 
e  printed, I  shall  have  no'^bjeclion. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  Then  I  hope  that  the 
amendments  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  so  that 
the  House  may  be  able  to  act  understanding^y  on 
them. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  not.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  {Mr.  Cunoman] 
will  see,  that  if  the  amendments  are  printed  now, 
it  will  he  necessary  t«  reprint  them  when  the  Com- 
mittee of  Vfnja  and  Means  shall  report  them  back 
with  recommendations.  And  the  proper  time  lo 
have  them  printed  is  when  they  shall  be  reported 
back. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN .  I  withdraw  ray  objecti^. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  bill  which  I  desir«  to  have 
disposed  of  now,  is  an  act  regulating  the  pay  of 
deputy  postmasters.  The  Senate  have  returned 
this  bill  wiih  an  amendment;  and  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  have  instructed 
me  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House,  the  Senate  amendment  will  be  read  for  in- 
formation. 

The  Senate  amendment  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  Provided,"  to  the  end  of 
the  bill,  and  insert  in  lieu  therenfu  follom  : 

Thai  to  any  postmaater  of  a  dislributtng  ofllcF,  at  wbich 
the  contDiiaiAom,  alknraneea,  and  emoliiinenU,  >lnce  the 
Sin  day  or  Mareb,  1853,  ban  beeo  iunlilcieni  to  deflrajr 
actual  and  necoHry  ezparaea,  and  afford  Ibe  poMsianer 
the  annual  coropenudon  derived  from  commlniana  at  the 
office  befbre  nid  30ib  of  March,  the  Poaimaater  General 
may,  in  b<*  dlseretioa,  allow  qnartatly ,  ftom  the  date  afttre- 
eaid,  onl  of  the  poelages  eollecied  at  aajp  aaob  eOc^  an 
amount  .uflicient  to  supply  aueb  deflcieney :  ProtUtdfwr- 
tktr,  That  lo  any  postmaater  of  a  aeparaiin(  ofBce,  wnoaa 
commissions,  allowances,  and  emoluments  may  tw  Ibund 
Insuffleient  in  provide  the  extra  labor  necessary  to  a  prompt 
and  efSeient  perTomauce  of  the  duUes  of  separatiog  ami 
dispatchin(  the  mails  passing  through  bis  ofliee,  Ibe  Post- 
master General  may  make  such  quarterly  aflowance  out  of 
the  postages  eollecied  at  each  office  a*  heinay  deera  suf- 
ficient lo  eompeasau  saeh  extra  labor.  Tkisaetaballlake 
effect,  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after  the  ooBimencemeai  of 
Hie  next  Atcal  quarter  after  its  paasafe.  ,  ^  ^ 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  Clerk  will  now  read  tHe 
amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Tlis  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 


After  the  w«d  *<  labor,"  In  Itab  Senate  amendment,  in- 
sert: 

FmUtdfuHker,  That  the  commissions  and  allowances 
auihoiiaed  by  this  act  shall  be  sub|eet  to  the  piovisioM  of 
the  Ibity-flrst  section  of  the  act  eniided  "An  alt  to  reduce 
into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulsiiDg;  the 
Post  Office  Department:"  .4iul  frovided  fitrtker,  That 
tlie  Poatmaater  General  may,  in  his  diieretlbn,  dispose  of 
any  quarterly  reluma  of  malls  sent  or  received,  wbieb 
were  made  up  previous  to  the  Aral  day  of  July,  1850,  pre- 
serving the  accounts  current,  and  all  vouchers  accom- 
panyloasuch  accounts,  and  use  such  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  cost  of 
aepataliag  and  disposina  of  the  same. 

Mr.LETCHER.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  printed, 
so  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  see  what 
it  is,  and  to  compare  it  witn  the  original  bill.  I 
have  no  idea  of  givine  any  such  discretion  as  that 
mentioned  in  theamendments  to  any  officer. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  the  House  will  allow  me,  I 
will  explain  the  difference  between  the  amend- 
ment oT  the  Senate  and  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  here  to  pass  the  bill  now. 

Mr.  OLDS.  As  there  may  be  some  doubt  of 
there  being  a  quorum  present,  I  will  withdraw  the 
bill  for  the  present. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Now,  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  of  Missotiri.  Will  (he  gentle- 
man withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment,  to  allow 
me  to  introduce  a  bill? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will,  if  h«-simply  desires 
to  introduce  and  refer  it. 

SURVEY  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  KANSAS. 

Mr.  OLIVER  then,  by  unanimous  consent, in- 
tiodaqitd  llie  following  bill;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  sseond  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  surrey  and  sols  of  the 
public  lands  in  tb*  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  to 
establish  a  land  office  therein. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CAPE  FEAR  RITBR. 

Mr.  FULLER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama will  allow  me,  I  wish  to  make  an  adverse 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  to 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr. COBB.  Ifthe^tlemanpropoMstomake 
a  report,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  I  think  it  would  be  proper  that  the  com- 
mittees should  be  colled, and  allow  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  report. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  have  half  adocen  bills  which 
I  would  like  to  report. 

Mr.  COBB.'  Tnen  insist  upon  having  a  morn- 
ing hour,  and  you  can  do  it. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cobb] 
will  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  COBB.    Oh,  1  will  withdraw  it. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  its  title,  as  follows:  > 

An  act  making  further  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  FULLER.  The  eommiuee  report  ad- 
versely upon  that  bill,  and  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  th;  Whole. 

No  objection  being  made,  it  was  so  referred. 

AOJODRNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  Before  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Hovston]  urges  his  motion,  I 
shouM  like  to  make  a  suggestion.  It  is  this:  I 
consider  it  of  the  highest  importance,  in  reference 
to  the  pnMic  business,  that  we  should  now,  if  pos- 
sible, fix  upon  some  day  for  an  adjournment.  As 
rsspMts  myself  it  is  somewhat  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference what  day  may  be  fixed  upon.  But  until 
we  do  name  the  day,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  will 
be  little,  if  any,  business  transacted.  The  mo- 
ment that  a  day  is  fixed,  there  will  be  a  great 
urgency  in  referenee  to  the  business  before  the 
House,  and  we  shall  always,  probably,  havs  a 
mi^rity,  and  a  very  large  number  of  members 
present.  I  think  we  con  then  dispose  of  all  the 
busiasss  before  the  House  which  requires  action 
within  a  reasonable  time,  r 
.  Mr.  HENN.  I  object  to  any  debate,  unless  all 
sides  can  be  heard. 

Mr.  CUTTING.    Agreed.    Let  us  lake  the 
up  now. 


Mr.  HBNif .    I  object  to  taking  it  up. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  genUeman  from 
Alabama  withdraw  hia  motion } 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not.  I  should  prefer 
that  there  should  bs  a  better  attendance  of  mem- 
bars  when  the  question  is  taken  on  the  adjourn- 
ment Uian  there  is  at  present.  Besides  that,  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  PEnsuit]  yielded 
Uie  floor  yesterdaj  that  the  deficiency  bill  might 
be  taken  up,  and  it  is  due  to  him  that  he  should 
have  on  opportunity  of  speaking  to-day.  I  there- 
fore insiston  my  motion. 

Mr.  CUTTING.    1  hope  it  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  o^  for  Ullers  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  firom  Alabama. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Asrb  and 
0Lp>  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers . 
reported — ayes  96,  noes  39. 

So  ths  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  BococK  in  the  choir.) 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD.  " 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  lost 
rose,  they  had  under  consideration  House  bill  No.' 
5295,  being  o  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  roilroofl,  upon  which  the  eentlemon 
from  Louisiana  {Mr.  rBRXtNt]  is  enlilled  to  the 
floor,    - 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana  said:  I  rise,  Mr. 
Chairman,  suffering  from  much  physical  debility, 
to  discharge  what  1  consider  to  be  a  duty.  A  fiiw 
months  since,  at  the  request  of  Speaker  Botd,  I 
introduced  an  amendment  originally  moved  by 
himself,  to  the  land  bill  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Bemwbtt]  then  pending  before 
this  House.  When  I  offered  it,  it  did  not  occur 
to  me  thot  it  imposed  upon  me  the  responsibility 
of  its  discussion.  I|must  soy,  however,  that  ofbir 
on  examination  of  its  principles  and  the  guards 
thrown  around  their  application,  I  feel  myself 
under  obligation  to  the  honorable  Speaker  for 
having  directed  my  attention  to  the  bill.  There 
is  a  great  deal  in  it  that  commands  my  respect,  ond 
nothing  to  which  I  con  object.  It  is  my  purposs 
to-day  to  discuss  this  bill.  I  would  hove  spoken 
on  it  last  week  had  not  its  consideration  besn 
postponed. 

The  introduction  of  ths  subject  of  which  It 
treats  by  gentlemen  who  hove  spoken  in  con- 
nection witn  the  Pacific  railroad,  ai)^  the  fact  that 
the  public  lands  ore  under  discussion  at  this  time 
in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  and  are,  from  pe- 
culiar drcumatances,  attracting  attention  through- 
out the  country,  must  be  my  apology  for  speak- 
ing on  the  subject  to-day. 

There  is  imposed  upon  me,  however,  a  higher 
dutv  which  I  must  first  disdiai;^.  1  observed 
in  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  on  address, 
signed  by  some  five  gentlemen,  members  of  this 
boidy.  Representatives  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  with  only  one  of  whom  I  have  any  per- 
sonal acquaintance,  v>d  onlv  two  of  whom  ai* 
known  to  me  by  sight.  An  address  from  a 
member -of  Congress  to  his  constituents  is  ordi- 
narily a  document  somewhat  sacred  in  its  charac- 
ter. The  relation  existing  justifies  a  freedom  in 
the  treating  of  public  meaaures  that,  under  other 
circumstances,  might  provoks  eritieism.  With 
the  immunity  of  gentlemen  in  this  rsspeot  I  hove 
no  disposition  to  mterfcre.  There  are  sentimsBts 
and  statementa,  however,  in  this  addrsss  which, 
ooming  from  Washington,  and  published  by 
request  in  a  paper  of  so  extended  on  influence 
aa  the  Intelligencer,  the  national  organ  of  a  great 
party  in  the  country,  mokes  it  necessary  for  ms, 
a  Representative  from  Louisiana,  and  uiving  ths 
floor  on  the  morning  of  its  issue,  to  soy  some- 
thing. I  will  read  that  portion  of  the  oddresa 
upon  which  I  intend  to  remark: 

"  Bveou  dally  transpiilag  constrala  ulobeHeve  tkailbe 
annulment  of  the  Missouri  eompromlse  act  of  1890  is  Um 
Int  of  a  series  of  measures,  long  piemsditaied  and  delib- 
erately porsued,  having  for  their  oUect  the  Ibmaliea  of  a 
great  seeHonBl  or  soathem  party,  of  which  the  present  Bx- 
ecaUVe  designs  ■>  become  the  leader." 

It  proceeds: 
:  "  In  order  to  win  the  South  and  propitiate'  the  (kvor  of 
her  citizens,  in  addition  to  the  repeal  of  the  prohibition  of 
alavery  north  of  latitude  36°  ac,  it  ia  designed  to  obtata,  re- 
gardless of  expense  to  U)e  Naliooal  Treamiy,  addltioml 
terrilorr  from  Mexico.  The  Gadsden  treaty,  recommended 
by  Ibe  President  lo  Oie  Seaale  for  coaArmaUon,  atipnlaied 
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(o  pay  Santa  Anna  Ilie  ex(raracant  lam  or  990,000,000  Tor 
n  mere  flragmeni  of  territory,  lo  supply  additional  reiioarces 
to  tite  slave  States.  Tllis  treaty,  modified  in  many  esseli- 
tial  particulam,  has  l>een  returned  to  Mexico,  and  Irtnovv  in 
progress  of  negotiation.  '* 

If  the  aildresa  hnil  stopped  here,  although  re- 
gretting such  a  charge  from  such  a  source,  1  should 
not  hare  noticed  it.    It  continues: 

"  In  pursuance  of  ibe  same  political  sch'eme,  it  was  de- 
termined, at  an  early  day,  to  acquire  Cuba,  utterly  reck- 
less of  consequences.  To  that  end  a  genUcman  was  so- 
lecled  to  represent  this  country  at  the-Cuuit  uf  Madrid, 
whose  appoinunent  occasioned  alarm  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  were  acquainted  with  his  disposition,  manners,  and 
political  sentimeiiLi,  Wheltierhc  attempted  to  open  nego- 
tiations for  the  peaceable  acquisition  ofCuba,is  nutknown, 
but  it  is  certain  that  no  ^ucct^ss  ntlended  his  ctlorls,  if  any 
were  made.  The  seizure  of  the  steamer  Rlacic  Warrior  by 
the  authorities  at  Havana,  afforded  Mr.  .Soulu,  as  we  aro 
credibly  informed,  the  (ppportuiiity  to  address  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Spanish  Government  so  insolent  in  its  tone, 
80  peremptory  in, manner,  and  couched  in  language  of  a 
character  .10  insulting,  as  to  render  compliance  with  his  de- 
mands in  the  highest  degree  improbable." 

Sir,  this  atatement  having  appeared, and  finding 
it  before  me  on  my  desk,  1  could  not,  to-day,  ad- 
dress the  House  on  another  subject  Without  first 
alluding  to  it.    * 

A  Member.    Who  are  the  persons  signing  it? 
Mr.  PERKINS.  Gentlemen  will  find  the  names 
of  the  persons  signing  it  appended  to  it,  in  the 
National  Intelligencer. 

Sir,  I  know  nothing  of  these  measures,  or  of 
these  efforts  gentlemen  speak  of  in  connection 
with  the  formation  of  a  great  sectional  party. 
Coming,  as  1  do,  from  the  extreme  South,  I  have 
listened  with  deep  attention  to  everything  that  has 
been  said  atVecting  southern  institutions;  and  so 
far  as  my  constitutional  convictions  would  allow 
me,  I  have  united  in  the  efforts  to  secure,  not  a 
sectional  advantage,  but  the  enunciation  of  a  great 
constitutional  right.  If  that,  sir,  is  one  of  the 
measares^alludeil  to  by  gentlemen  as  designed  to 
create  a  great  sectional  party,  I  must  differ  with 
them  in  opinion. 

With  reference  to  the  additional  territories  to  be 
acquired  from  Mexico  "  regardless  of  erftense,"  I 
have  nothing  further  to  aay  than  to  point  to  the 
fact  that  instead  of  the  sum  of  $20,000,000  de- 
manded by  the  Mexican  Government  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  amount  has  been  reduced  during 
negotiations  by  the  President  and  his  advisers  from 
^20,000,000  to  $10,000,000.  This  indicates  some 
attention,  at  least,  to  expense. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  proceed.  The  address 
(Bays,  that  "  in  pursuance  of  the  same  political 
scheme,  it  \#hs  tletermined  at  an  early  day  to  ac- 
quire Cuba,  regardless  of  consequences."  What 
political  scheme .'  A  scheme  to  propitiate  the 
South  by  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  till;  the 
purchase  of  Mexican  territory,  regardless  of  ex- 
pense, and  the  acquisition  of  Cuba,  regardless  of 
consequences,  in  order  to  build  up  a  great  sec- 
tional party,  of  which  President  Pierce  might  be 
the  head.'  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  stand 
"here  as  the  special  friend  of  this  Administration, 
to  laud  General  Pierceorany  other  man;  but  there 
is  manifestly  a  very  wide  difference  between  these 
gentlemen  and  myself  in  oitr  estimate  of  both  Gen- 
eral Pierce  and  his  Administration.  When  the 
President  acts  in  accordance  with  principleswhich 
I  believe  to  be  just  and  national,  I  give  him  my 
support.  When  he  utters  a  sentiment  which  is 
noble  anc!  patriotic,  I  adopt  it;  and  if  it  falls 
within  my  line  of  argument  lo  do  so,  I  repeat  it, 
giving  him  credit  for  having  uttered  it.  With  the 
political  i»pinions,  however,  of  these  gentlemen, 
or  with  their  disposition  towards  the  President,  I 
have  no  concern. 

But  the  address  proceeds;  ond,  speaking  of  a 
distinguished  gentleman  from  my  own  State, 
engaged  abroad  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
necessarily  precluded  from  making  any  defense 
for  himself,  arraigns  before  the  country  his  dis- 
position and  his  manners,  as  well  as  his  political 
opinions. 

Now,  Mr.Chainnan,of  this  1  have  something  to 
say,  and  it  is  thist  that  I  regard  such  an  attack  as 
neither  manly,  chivalric,  nor  in  accordaiice  with 
that  courtesy  towards  persons  in  Mr.  Soulc's  po- 
sition, which  1  am  led  to  believe  has  been  the 
characteristic  of  gentlemen  occupying  prominent 
positions  upon  this  floor. 

Sir.l  am  not  the  particular  friendof  Mr.  Soule. 
I  anr  not  in  correspondence  with  him.  I  knew 
him  at  the  New  Orleans  bar,  as  a  younger  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  would  know  a  man  much  older; 
distinguished  by  his  talent,  by  his  history,  and  in 


the  estimation  of  my  State;  and  if  remarkable  for 

anything,  by  the  admistiion  of  all  for  his  amiable 
and  courteous  deportment  towards  all  persons. 
As  to  his  manners,  I  most  certainly,  sir,  never 
heard  them  before  made  the  subject  of  criticism. 
That  gentlemen  may  differ  with  him  upon  political 
questions  is  natural,  and  such  difference  is  alto- 
gether a  pro|3er  subject  of  remark;  but  to  go 
beyond  this,  in  his  absence,  and  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  he  has  been  pieced,  I  ^ 
do  not  think  in  any  degree  just ;  nor  do  1  believe 
it  will  be  justified  by  the  reflection  of  the  gentle- 
men themselves. 

But,  sir,  this  address  does  not  stop  with  this. 
After  declaring  Mr.  Soule  to  be  entirely  unsuited 
for  the  position  which  he  holds — a  position  in  which 
they  must  excuse  me  for  saying  I  think  he  lias  sus- 
tained h  imaelf  in  a  manner  calculated  to  reflect  great 
credit  upon  l\ia  country — they  declare  they  do  not 
know  that  he  has  ever  made  an  effort  to  acquire 
Cuba  by  legitimate  and  peaceful  means,  but  they 
do  know  that  he  has  made  no  advances  toward  suc- 
cess! Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  certainly,  with  as 
deep  an  interest  in  this  subject  as  either  of  these 

fentlemen^  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
oreign  Affairs  likely  to  learn  something  of  our 
diplomatic  negotiations,  know  nothing  that  will 
at  all  justify  me  in  asserting  what  these  gentle- 
men have  undertaken  to  assert.  Sir,  I  deeply  re, 
gret  these  allegations.  An  importance  will  be 
attached  to  them  abroad  that  they  do  not  deserve- 
and  that  it  was  never  intended  they  should  have. 
They,  by  implication,  not  only  say  that  our  Min- 
ister at  Madrid  was  unfitted,  by  his  known  opin- 
ions, for  the  position  he  occupies,  but  that  he  has 
been,  since  his  appointment  to  Madrid,  personally 
inefl^cient  and  indisposed  to  negotiate  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  country. 

The  address  proceeds:  "The  aeizare  of  the 
Black  Warrior  by  the  authorities  at  Havana  af- 
forded Mr.  Soule,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  an 
opportunity  to  address  a  communication  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  so  insulting  in  tone,  so  per- 
emptory in  maimer,  and  couched  in  langiuige  of  a 
character  so  insulting,  as  to  render  compliance 
with  his  demand  in  the  highest  degree  improba- 
ble." "  We  are  credibly  informed?"  Now,  how 
credibly  informed?  Can  any  of  these  gentlemen, 
if  they  are  present,  rise  here  and  let  us  have 
the  advantage  of  this  credible  authority.  Whp  is 
he?  It  comes  notfrom  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  It  comes  not  from  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Where  does  it  come  from?  "We  are 
credibly  informed"  of  what?  That  our  Minis- 
ter has  bid  defiance  to  the  common  rules  of  good 
breeding?  that  he  has  disgraced  himself,  and  in- 
ferentially,  and  as  a  natural  consequence,  reflected 
diagrnceupon  thecountry?  "Credibly  informed  !" 
And  all  this,  sir,  is  to  go  forth  to  thecountry  with 
the  weight  and  character  which  attaches  to  those 
gentlemen  as  members  of  this  House.  I  say  noth- 
ing in  reference  to  their  standing  or  their  estima- 
tion. I  have  every  respect  for  them  as  members 
of  this  House.  I  know  nothing  further  of  them. 
I  deal  with  them  only  as  I  read  their  expressions 
in  this  address,  and  as  1  would  deal  with  similar 
expressions,  if  uttered  by  any  other  members. 
They  say  that  our  Minister  has  been  "insolent!" 
— a  term  which  carries. with  it  a  menial  idea. 
"Peremptory  in  manner!"  "Couched  in  lan- 
guage so  insulting  as  to  render  a  compliance  im- 
probable!" Why,  sir,  to  a  reflecting  mind,  this 
sentence  has  within  itself  its  own  refutation.  Cas- 
tilian  pride  is  a  problem.  1 1  was  only  a  few  years 
since  the  representative  of  Great  Britain  left  Mad- 
rid at  two  hours  notice,  under  compulsion,  and  at 
night,  after  penning  a  letter  which,  by  indirection, 
reflected  upon  the  Spanish  Government.  And 
yet,  sir,  Mr.  Souli:,  notwithstanding  his  "  inso- 
lent" and  "  insulting"  letter,  I  am  assured  still 
remains  there.  Perhaps  gentlemen  are  "  credibly 
informed"  that  he  has  received  his  passports  ! 

But,  sir,  there  is  ane  other  thing  in  this  address 
to  which  I  must  allude.  1  will  not  read  it  to  the 
House.  It  is  extended  through  some  twenty  lines, 
and  states  that  the  Black  Warrior  difficulty  gave 
occasion  for  this  action  of  Mr.  Soulf,  and  that 
there  is  an  intention,  in  order  to  add  slave  territory 
to  the  Union,  to  force  the  Government  into  a  war 
with  Spain,  and  that  this  purpose  is  so  selfish,  so 
entirely  for  southern  aggrandizement,  and  to  make 
capital  for  political  traders,  that  they  cannot  unite 
in  any  such  scheme;  but  that,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  would  unite  in  acquiring  Cuba. 


Now,  this  iaavery  remarkable  statement, in  everjr 
aspect  in  which  it  can  be  viewed.  That  the  Black 
Warrior  difficulty  gave  occasion  for  this!  Why, 
sir,  what  had  the  South  to  do  with  the  Block 
Warrior  difficulty?  It  was  northern  property  that 
was  seized.  They  were  northern  men  who  pro- 
tested. I  have  in  my  possession  letters  from  coo- 
stituenu  of  these  gentlemen,  copies  of  those  they 
sent  toMr.  Souli;,  urging  him  to  immediate  action, 
and  to  the  most  peremptory  tone.  And  yet,  sir, 
for  doing  what  they  asKed  him  to  do;  for  doin^ 
what  his  position  required  he  should  do,  without 
a  hearing,  without  waiting  for  information  from 
the  Government,  without  asking  for  it,  without 
knowing  but  what  it  was  ready  to  be  given  to 
them,  they  brand  our  Minister  as  inefficient  and 
unqualified  for  his  position. 

Sir,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  upon  this  subject. 
If  Mr.  Soule  had  been  my  personal  enemy,  I 
would  have  felt  bound  to  say  what  I  have  said; 
and  yet,  after  what  1  have  said,  I  feel  very  unfiltcdv 
to  discuss  the  question  which  I  intended  to  dia- 
cuss. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  conceal  from  myself 
that  one  of  the  measures  referred  to  in  this  address, 
as  intended  for  southern  aggrandizement,  is  the 
Nebraska  bill.  Sir,  I  voted  for  that  bill.  I  regretted 
that  it  consumed  so  much  time.  I  am  glad  that  it 
has  passed ,  and  that  we  have  now  an  opportunity 
of  directing  our  attention  to  matters  of  pressing 
practical  importance.  I  say  I  voted  for  it;  I  gave 
for  it  a  silent  vote.  But,  as  a  matter  of  grace  from 
the  North  to  the  South,  I  would  have  refused  it  as 
the  meantre  of  southern  rights;  I  would  have  pro- 
tested against  it;  but,  as  the  interpretation  of  tchtt 
was  intended  by  the  legislation  of  1850,  I  was  will- 
ing that  it  should  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the 
country.  I  could  not  and  cannot,  however,  share 
in  any  elation  at  its  passage.  On  the  contrary,  I 
left  this  House  on  the  night  of  our  finol  vote  upon 
it  with  feelings  of  deep  uncontrollable  sadness; 
sadness,  not  such  as  sprang  from  a  contraslof  the 
fleeting  nature  of  man,  with  the  record  of  a  great 
eternal  principle  about  which  chafe  for  the  moment 
his  fiercest  passions  anil  then  subside;  but  sadness 
in  theconviction  that  tbeSouth  was  indeed  doomed 
if  a  measure  intended  as  an  interpretation  of  a 
great  constitutional  right,  applicable  to  the  North 
as  well  as  to  the  South,  and  designed  to  restore 
equality  between  the  States,  was  for  that  reason  to 
be  regarded  as  a  southern  triumph.  Let  me  be 
not  misunderstoot).  I  appreciate  the  stem  and 
manly  sense  of  justice  which  prompted  many  men 
of  the  North  to  vote  for  that  bill.  I  recognize  in 
their  conduct  a  disposition  to  do  justice  to  the 
South-.  But,  sir,  as  a  southern  man — as  one  bora 
under  southern  institutions,  and  whose  feelings 
and  interests  naturally  first  centre  there,  could  I 
be  insensible  to  the  fact  of  our  diminished  ioAa- 
eAfce  in  the  legislation  of  the  country,  when  we 
were  expected  to  exult  even  «tt  the  disposition  to 
do  us  tardy  justice.  There  was  a  time,  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  the  Constitution  of  the  land  was 
our  security  and  our  Justice,  and  Congress  did  not 
hesitate  to  grant  protection  to  southern  as  well  as 
to  northern  property. 

Can  Congress  do  so  now?  We  are  referred  to 
the  courts.  How  long  think  you  this  refuge  will 
remain  to  us?  Sir,  I  drop  the  subject.  I  am  sick 
of  this  constant  effort  to  place  the  South  in  a  false 
position.  Gentlemen  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
southern  aggrandizement. 

I  am  glati  the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr. 
McDotiGALi.]  has  brought  before  us  the  subject  of 
the  Pacific  railroad,  and  has  advocated  it  upon  prin- 
ciplesatoncebroadandsUilesman-like.  I  congratu- 
late the  country,  too,  that  the  reply  made  yesterday 
in  opposition  to  it  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did, 
[Gkrrit  Smith,]  was  acconipanied,  with  no  ex- 
pression of  sectional  Jealousy  such  as  I  regret  to 
find  characterising  the  address  upon  which  I  have 
commented..  The  Pacific  railroad,  as  urged  by 
the  gentleman  from  California,  is  a  great  national 
measure,  and  I  desire  to  have  the  General  Govern- 
ment, aid  in  its  construction.  I  think  there  are 
modes  in  which  this  aid  can  be  constitutionally 
given,  and  I  trust  its  construction  will  not  be 
associated  in  any  woy  with  party  or  sectional  feel- 
ing. The  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Gerbit  Smith,]  that  he  would  vote  to 
purchtise  Mexican  territory  if  necessary  for  its 
construction,  even  for  the  benefit  of  the  South, 
was  patriotic  and  statesman-like.  I  wish  all  our 
legislation  could  be  done  in  this  spjrit. 
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Mr  PECKHAM.  I  desire  to  say  only  a  word 
in  connection  vith.the  remarks  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Pereibs.]  I  am  one 
of  the  aignersof  this  address ;  and  so  far  as  regards 
the  remarks  that  haTe  been  made  concerning  Mr. 
Soulf,  it  was  not  my  intention,  or  that  of  anyone 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  signed  the  address,  to 
reflect,  in  any^egree,  upon  his  personal  character 
and  standing.  And  perhaps  the  word ' '  manners ' ' 
here,  as  introduced  in  the  sentence  speakine  of 
<■  the  disposition,  manners,  and  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Soule,  might  as  well  have  been  omitted.  His 
manners  are  the  manners  of  a  gentleman,  certainly. 
But,  speaking  of  his  political  sentiments  on  that 
subject,  proof  might  be  adduced  to  support  the 
allegation,  if  it  were  deemed  at  all  important  or 
necessary. 

So  &r  as  regards  his  action  at  the  Court  of 
Spain,.!  do  not  mean  to  say  anything  further  as 
yet,  exc^t  to  refer,  to  that  which  is  known  to 
probably  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  Every 
gentleman  in  the  House  is  aware  of  his  action  as 
published  in  the  newspapers.  There  is  no  allega- 
tion here  that  this  is  personalljr  known  to  us  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  The  statement  is  made  from  what 
we  deem  tA  be  credible  authority — from  the  in- 
formation that  has  been  derived  on  the  subject 
from  all  the  public  papers,  and  which  we  have 
never  swn  contradieteo.  In  regard  to  all  these 
matters  I  shall  hereafter,  if  I  deem  it  proper,  take 
occasioa  probably  to  present  such  facts  aa  shall 
illustrata  the  true  position  of  things. 

So  far  aa  regards  the  efforts  as  to  Cuba,  it  is  not 
proper  for  me  to  take  up  the  time  of  gei^llemen 
now.  .What  I  know  on  that  point  I  am  very  will- 
ing to  state  here,  and  to  explain  at  length  when 
an  occasion  may  call  for  it;  but  this  1  must  defer 
t9  another  occasion. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  1  should  like,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  hear  the  explanations  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  PbcAam]  on  this  subject. 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  him  more  time,  but  he 
wiirbave  an  opportumty  when  I  am  through  with 
m^  remarks.  His  retraction  of  any  intention  to 
personally^reflect  upon  our  Minister  at  Madrid^, 
IS  what  I  was  led  to  expect  from  my  slight  ae- 
qnainlanee  with  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  that  the  subject  of  Cuba, 
the  acquisition  of  territory  from  Mexico,  and  the 
Nebraska  question,  shou]|l  be  coupled  together 
in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  a*  sectional  measures. 
In  the  acquisition  of  Cuba,  in  the  construction  of 
a  Pacific  railroad,  and  in  the  opening  of  com- 
mercial relations  with  the  South  American  States, 
I  recognize  three  of  the  most  practically  import- 
ant, and  moat  national  measures  that  can  at  this 
tine  engage  tha  attention  of  American  statesmen. 
I  wish  public  attention  throughout  the  whole 
eonntry  could  be  directed  to  them.  If  the  entire 
South  should  unite  in  advocating  any  one  of  these 
■Bsasures,  this  circumslknce  should  not  awaken  a 
sectional  jealouffv.  I  wish,  indeed,  it  were  possi- 
ble  to  hav*  the  South  so  united,  and  that  it  could 
bfl'made  to  feel  that  ila  influence  in  the  Union, 
always  greater  from  the  philosophy  of  its  poli- 
tic* than  from  numbers,  requires  now  to .  be  sus- 
tained by  the  development  of  her  material  re- 
■o)irces.  1  would  novhave  her  abate  any  of  her 
rtvereace  for  the  Constitution;  her  security,  aa 
th«l  of  every  minority,  depends  upon  a  rigid 
observanc*  of  its  provisions.  But  there  are'  ener- 
gies in  a  people  far  beyond  the  influence  of 
constitutional  opinions,  that  should  be  made  to 
tell  upon  the  future.  And  is  the  South  to  be 
brMided  as  selfish  and  sacUonal  in  her  views.  If 
she  advo<!ate  for  once  a  great  practical  measure? 
Sir,  she  will  occupy  a  most  peculiar  position,  if 
she  does  not  support  the  Pacific  railroad.  Living 
under  a  Constitution  designed  to  establish  justice 
and  promote  the  genenu  welfiu-e,  we  witness, 
<very  day,  efforts  on  this  floor,  to  use  the  whole 
power  and  moral  forca  of  the  GloverAment  for  the 
•eslroction  of  southern  property.  Asserting  that 
tucatian  shall  be  uniform  and  equal,  the  South  is, 
by  indirection,  paying  much  thelargest  portion  of 
the  income  of  the  uovemment.  Contending  for  an 
iatnpretatian  of  the  Constitution,  which  forbids 
the  Qenenl  Ctovemment  btcomingamere  moneyed 
naehine,  and  applying  the  public  funds  for  sec- 
4ieiBBl  objects,  her  interpretation  is  strictly  applied 
only  to  herself,  and  practically  diaregardea  to- 
wairda  all  athar  portions  of  the  Union.  Under 
Mck  ciietunstancea,  Aere  is  a  necessity  for  the 
South  to  have  united  action  not  only  out  of  this 


Hall  but  in  it.  But  such  united  actioiv  does  not 
necessarily  imply  sectionalism.  It  may  be  re- 
quired to  prevent  it. 

RecollectingrMr.  Chairman,  the  influence  of  the 
South  in  the  formation  of  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  guarantees  of  right  which  were  intended 
to  be  secdred  her  by  the  Constitution,  and.the 
gradual  growth  of  a  false  public  sentiment  at  the 
North,  operating  through  that  instrument  each 
year  with  additional  force  to  weaken  these  guar? 
antees,  and  listening,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  con- 
trasts between  the  North  and  the  South  so  fre- 
quently drawn  of  late  by  northern  men  in  debate 
on  this  floor,  and  sent  out  from  here  by  speech  or 
address,  aa  in  the  one  from  which  I  have  just  read ' 
extracts — sometimes  termingthe  South  aggressive, 
and  sometimes  condemning  her  political  opinions 
as  abstractions,  and  sometimes  her  social  institU'' 
tions  as  criminal — I  could  not  but  recall  the  re- 
marks of  an  eloquentFrenchman,atarecentdate, 
in  defense  of  the  humiliated  spirit  of  France 
against  the  material  developmentof  England.  But 
slightly  paraphrased,  the  South  may  use  them  in 
no  unkind  spirit  towards  the  North.  "  Are  we 
not,"  said  he,  "  the  sons  of  those  who,  by  the 
effort  of  a  heroic  nationality,"  did  the  world's 
work  in  establishing  for  every  nation  the  gospel 
of  equality  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.' 

Did  our  fathers  mean,  by  the  fraternity  ex- 
pressed in  that  instrument,  that  vague,  undefined 
sympathy  which  welcomes  and  loves  everything; 
which  mingles,  baBtardize8,xonfaunds.  Would  it 
not  be  a  marvel  to  see  the  people  who  but  lately 
reared  the  beacon  light  of  the  future,  to  which  the 
eyes  of  the  world  are  turned,  walking  submis- 
sively, and  without  a  murmur,  under  a  sacrifice 
of  rwht? 

'V^II  may  northern  gentlemen  ask,  with  a  smile, 
what  are  the  results  of  southern  activity,  south- 
ern commotion,  and  southern  political  straggles? 
Behold  the  South,  if  you  please,  as  you  have  de- 
scribed her,  seated  on  the  ground,  like  Job,  and 
your  northern  Slates  coming,  one  by  one,  to  ques- 
tion, to  comfort,  or  it  may  be,  to  taunt  her. 
"Where  are  your  ships  ana  your  machinery?" 
asks  one.  "Where  your  enterprises  of  indus- 
try ?"  asks  another.  "  Where  your  literature  and 
art?"  asks  another.  "Kind  sisters,"  says  the 
French  writer,  "  who  come  thus  to  question  and 
comfort"  the  South,  permit  me  to  answer  you. 
She  is  in,  you  see,  and  there  she  sits  with  droop- 
ing head,  unwilling  to  speak.  Did  you  pile  up 
all  the  blood — the  gold — the  efforts  of  every  kind, 
disinterestedly  expended  by  each  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  whole,  the  pyramid  reared  out  of  her 
would  reach  the  skies;  whilst  all  of  sacrifice  that 
could  be  piled  up  out  of  you  would  reach  no  higher 
than  a  child's  knee. 

Say  not,  then,  how  pale  the  South  is.  She  baa 
shed  her  blood  for  you.  Say.  not  how  poor  she 
is.  For  you  she  has  given  without  counting;  and 
having  nothing  more  to  give,  she  has  given  her 
soul,  the  latent  heat  of  the  Constitution;  and  it  is 
on  that  you  live.  All  that  is  now  left  her  is  what 
she  has  given  to  others. 

Are  you  surprised  that  she  reverences  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that,  trusting  iititas  her  best  security 
for  the  preseht,  and  hef  surest  guarantee  in  the. 
future,  she  is  ready  to  protest  against  it«  slightest 
violation?  It  ife  m  this  spirit,  and  not  in  that  of 
either  a  selfish  fear  or  a  narrow,  calculating  sec- 
tionalism, that  the  South  has,  with  suqh  a  united 
front,  alded.the  North  to  put  down  the  dark  spirit 
that,  rising  up.  in  their  midst,  Engendered  by  a 
gloomy  fanaticism,  has  sought  recklessly  to  strike 
at  institutions  in  whose  existence  are  involved  the 
happiness  and  prosperity,  not  o^  .one  section,  bdt 
that  of  the  whole  Union.  ' 

But  I  will  leave  thia  subject,  hoping  that  the 
gentleman  who  has  sought  the  floor  wul  take  an 
early  opportunity  to  give  that  explanation  which 
he  has  said  will  be  given. 

Mr.  PECK.  Wm  the  geYiflemau  give  way  for 
a  moment? 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  Will  with  pleasure,  for  a 
moment.       .  * 

Mr.  PECK,  I  simply  desire  to  say,  that  I  re- 
fer the  gentleman  and  the  House  for  the  political 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Soul£,  to  his  speech  in  the 
Senate  on  Cuba. 

Mr.  MAURICE,    Will  the  gentleman  fVom 
Louisiana  yield  me  ibe  floor  for  one  single  obser- 
vation i 
Mr.  PERKINS.    1  have  prepared  a  sp«ech. 


filled  with  statistics,  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  and  I  came  to  the  House  this  morning,  in- 
tending to  speak  on  that  subject,  but  as  the  gentle- 
men from  New  York  appear  desirous  of  replying 
to  what  I  have  said,  (  will,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  deliver  at  another  time,  or  publish, 
as  I  may  prefer,  the  remarks  I  intended  to  make. 
J  now  yield  the  floor  with  pleasure  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  remarks 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  on  an 
address  purporting  on  its  face,  to  be  directed  ex- 
clusively to  our  constituents,  come,  it  seems  to 
me,  with  a  bad  grace  from  a  volunteer  defender  of 
an  act  which  he  says  himself,  he  regarded  with 
feelings  of  sadness  when  he  left  this  Hall  after  its 
passage. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  Thegentleman  will  allow  me 
to  correct  him.  I  did  not  regard  the  passage  of. 
that  act  with  anything  but  satisfaction,  or  vote  for 
it  with  feelings  of  sadness.  What  i  regarded  with 
sadness  was  the  idea  that  we  of  the  South  should 
he-expected  to  exult  at  it  as  a  southern  triumph. 
I  did  not  desire  that  it  should  hereafter  be  considr 
ered  as  indicating  the  extent  of  southern  rights, 
nor  referred  to,  as  the  Missouri  compromise  haa 
been  referred  to  in  recent  debate,  as  a  aouthem 
measure. 

Mr.  MAURICE.    The  gentleman  is  welcome  - 
to  the  effect  of  his  explanation.     It  does  not,  it 
seems  to  me,  present  the  matter  in  any  very  dif- 
fefentjight. 

I  did  not  come  here  to-day,  sir,  either  (»«par«d 
or  intending  to  say  one  single  syllable  in  duens* 
of  an  act  wliich  our  duty  to  our  constituents  im- 
posed upon  us  as  an  act  of  necessity.  If  I  had 
had  an  opportunity,  during  the  progress  of  tha 
debate,  of  expressing  my  sentiments  in  relation  to 
the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill,  I  would,  perhaps, 
never  have  troubled  my  constituents  or  the  gentler 
tnan  from  Louisiana  with  any  remarks  in  relation 
to  that  bill,  in  the  form  of  an  address. 

The  gentleman,  after  commenting  In  terms 
which  I  hope  are  satiHfaclory  to  him  on  on*  por- 
tion of  the  address,  proceeded  to  say  that  it  we 
had  stopped  there,  although  he  could  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  sentiments  expressed,  he  would  not 
have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  have  drawn 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject;  but  that 
as  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Louisiana — 
and  permit  me  to  say  here,  that  I  regard  the 
members  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  partic- 
ularly one  gentleman  representing  that  State,  with' 
higher  feelings  of  regard  and  esteem  than  any 
other  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  save  those  who 
come  from  my  ^wn  State — aa  a  Louisianian  he 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  defend  the  present 
Minister  to  Spain  from  what  he  supposed  to  be 
uncalled  for  (usaults  upon  that  gentleman,  and  be 
even  went  so  for  as  to  say  that  they  were  neither 
"  manly"  nor  "  chivalric." 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  eentleroan,  whether  there 
is  one  single  word-in  alfthatwehave  said  in  rela^ 
tion  to  the  Minister  to  Spain,  that  is  not  fully 
warranted  by  the  truth  ?  Did  not  his  appoiBtment 
as  Minister  to  Spain  awaken  alarm  and  apprehsn- 
sion  ?  Did  not  the  known  opinions  and  political 
sentiments  of  that  gentleman  indues  a  feeling  oV 
dread  and  apprehension  that  was  not  confinaa  to 
the  North  ?  Did  it  not  extepd  over  the  whole 
country  ?  and  has  it  not  been  fully  justified  by  ths 
results?  The  conduct  of  that  gentleman  sines  hs 
has  been  at  Madrid;  has  brought  anything  but 
honor  upon  the  American  name.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Loosiana,  if  it  is  not  so?  I  should 
be  glad  to  hear  the  genUeinan  in  reply. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  The  gentleman  <h>ra  New 
York  has  asked  me  a  question,  and  desires  an 
answer.  I  will  give  him  one,  but  I  should  preftr 
doing  so  after  the  gentleman  has  concluded  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  I  will  proceed  then.  The 
next  passage  in  ths  address,  to  wliich  the  gentle- 
men from  Louisiana  chooses  to  take  exccpuon,  is 
that  portion  wherein  we  allude  to  the  fact,  not  a* 
a  matter  comine  within  our  personal  knowledea, 
but  of  which  wenad  credible  information,  that  the 
Black  Warrior  at  Havana  afibrded  to  Mr,  SonlC 
the  opportunity  of  addressing  a  oommunication 
to  the  Spanish  Court  "  so  insolent  in  tone,  so 
peremptory  in  manner,  and  cbnehed  in  language 
of  aoharaclersoinsulting.astorendercomplianos 
with  his  demands  in  the  highest  degree  improb- 
able."  The  gentleman  fh>m  LouiMana  takia  a 
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eretil  deal  of  credit  upon  himself  for  being  B  mem- 
ber of  the  Commuiee  on  Foreign  Aflkirs.  U  he 
-jgnorent  of  the  fact  that  such  a  communication 

"  MrJPERKINS.  I  did  not  hear  the  remark  of 
the  eenileman.  , 

Mr.  MAURICE.  The  gentleman  stated  that, 
being  on  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  he 
was  entirely  ignorant  that  such  a  communication 
was  ever  sent.  •     .-      i 

Mr   PERKINS.    What  communication  ? 

Mr  MAURICE.  The  communication  in  re- 
laUon'lo  the  Black  Warrior,  addressed  by  Mr. 
Sonle  to  the  Spanish  Government. 

Mr  PERKINS.  I  never  intended  to  say  any 
■uch  thing.     1  spoke  of  an  insolent  communica- 

"jlir.  MAURICE.    The  great  objection  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Louisiana  takes  to  our  address  is, 
that  we  slate  that  a  communication,  insolent  in 
tone  and   insulting  in  manner,  was  addressed  to 
the  Spanish  Government.     I  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  it  has  not  been  published  in  all  the  news-  ! 
papers  from  the  London  Times  even  down  to  the  i 
Washington  Union  ?     [Laughter.]     Whether,  in 
fact,  the  correspondent  of  the  London  Times  did  i 
not  publish  a  letter  in  which  he  describes  almost 
every  one  of  the  demands,  and  gives  us  the  lan- 
guage in  which  they  are  couched;  and  whether  the 
lentleman  from  Louisiana,  in  his  capacity  as  a  , 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
could  not  go  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  receive 
information  confirmatory  of  these  facts?     We  do 
not  state  them  as  matters  within  our  knowledge, 
but  as  matters  of  which  we  had  credible  informa- 
tion; and  I  believe  as  religiously  as  I  believe  any 
fact,  that  the  gentleman  has  only  to  proceed  from 
his  seal  in  this  Hall  to  theDepartment  of  Slate  to 
derive  the  most  convincing  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  our  assertions. 

I  did  not  propose  when  I  rose  to  say  anything 
more  than  simply  to  make  a  single  remark,  be- 
cause I  have  made  arrangements  to  go  home  this 
afternoon.  When  I  return,  al  the  meeting  of 
Conoress  after  fie  recess,  I  will  take  occasion,  if 
it  shall  become  necessary,  to  vindicate  every  sen- 
timent and  every  word  contained  in  the  aodress. 

Mr  PERKINS.  As  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Maorice]  seems  to  expect  a  reply.  I 
will  make  one,  although  1  do  not  conceive  that 
one  Is  required,  for  he  has  so  modified  what  were 
positive,  or  what  appeared  to  be  positive,  asser- 
tions into  mere  matters  of  opinion,  that  I  ara  dis- 
posed to  leave  his  remarks  as  the  best  explanation 
of  the  address. 

Mr.  MAURICE,  (interrupting.)  They  are 
expressly  sUted  in  the  address  as  on  information. 
Mr.  PERKINS.  Yes,  "  on  credible  informa- 
tion "  When  members  of  Congress,  however, 
Mr  Chairman,  issue  from  Washington  an  address 
to  their  constituencies,  staling  as  facts  mailers  of 
which  they  "  are  credibly  informed,  something 
more  is  generally  understood  than  mere  newspa- 
per reports.  1  certainly  attached  more  imporuinpe 
to  the  statements  of  the  address  than  I  could  pos- 
sibly have  done  to  any  mere  newspaper  article; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  gentlemen  will  find  thai 
their  dignity  and  character  as  representalives  of 
New  York  will  give  to  what  they  have  asserted 
on  "  credible  information  "an  importance  through- 
out the  country  altogether  beyond  what  it  will 
have,  when  known  to  be  only  the  repetition  of 
something  that  the  London  Times  has  said. 

One  other  word,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  wish  th« 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Maurice]  to 
know,  that  whether  he  designs  it  or  not  by  his 
question,  he  will  get  no  reply  from  me  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  which, 
by  inference  or  in  any  way,  will  give  information 
on  the  subject  of  this  debate.  If  he  addresses  him- 
self to  thechairman  of  that  committee,  and  he  (the 
chairman)  thinks  it  desirable  or  necessary  that 
any  statement  should  be  made,  he  will,  no  doubt, 
make  it.  The  gentleman  refers  me  to  the  becre- 
tary  of  Slate,  if  1  desire  to  be  thoroughly  informed, 
on  such  and  such  a  point,  in  regard  to  the  oiurse  , 
pursued  by  our  Minister  at  Madrid.  Sir,  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  obliged  to  go  beyond  the  gentleman  s 
own  statement.  I  am  not  here  as  the  specml  guar- 
dian of  the  character  of  our  Minister  at  Madrid. 
1  do  not  deal  with  men  but  with  principles,  nor  do 
I  discuss  mere  opinions;  but  I  will  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  lest  his  pomted  expres- 
sion should  have  more  weight  than  ought  to  be 


attached  to  it,  that  passing  by  the  Secretary  of  j 
Suite's  office  this  morning,  on  my  way   to   the  , 
House,  and  just  after  having  read  his  address,  1 
inquired,  in  the  proper  guarter,  if  our  Minister  at 
Madrid  had  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  to  merit  : 
such  language  as  has  been  applied  to  him;  and  the  1 
reply  I  received  was,  that  information  of  no  such  \ 
conduct  had   been  received  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment, nor  had  there  been  any  thing  staled  by  Ihe 
State  Department  from  which  such  conduct  might 
be  inferred.     After  this,  sir,  it  may  be  supposed  I 
was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  "  credible  inform- 
ation," spoken  of  in  this  address,  was  nothing  j 
more  than  newspaper  report.    An  imagination  has 
crossed  my  mind.     The  gentleman  may  consider  i 
my  statement  of  it  unkind,  but  it  is  not  meant  as  ■ 
unkindness,  nor  will  I,  by  mentioning  it,  attribute 
the  wrong  involved  in  it  to  him  or  to  either  of  the 
gentlemen  who  signed  iheaddre8s;but,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  must  be  known  to  this  House  and  to  the 
country  thai  there  prevails  a  very  general  impres- 
sion throughout  the  country  that  England   and 
France  sometimesassume  to  represent  the  interests 
of  Spain;  and  that  information  with  reference  to 
Cubaand  with  reference  to  our  Minister  at  Madrid, 
is  frequently  disseminated  through  these  sources, 
and  by  some  unreflecting- persons  esteemed  cred- 
ible.    It  is  clear  thai  some  such  inference,  as  to 
ihe   credible  authority,  might  have  been  drawn 
from  the  representation  of  the  gentleman  who  de- 
fends the  address  here  to-day,  had  he  not  distinctly 
slated  that  his  information  was  drawn  from  the 
London  Times  and  other  papers. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.    Mr.  Chairman,  the 
reference  made  in  this  debate  to  the  paper  which 
has,  for  the  first  time,  appeared  this  morning  in 
the  columns  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  over  the 
signatures  of  certain  members  from  New  York, 
i  certainly  strips  this  question,  altogether,  of  the 
local  characur  which  one  of  these  gentlemen  at- 
tempted to  give  it.    It  has  been  represented  to  this  : 
committee,  by  one  of  the  gentlemen   who  have  | 
spoken  in  reference  to  it,  that  this  address  was  de- 
signed for  the  constituenta  of  the  signers;  and  yet 
we  see  it  paraded  in  one  of  the  leading  papers  of 
this  city,  for  the  general  reading  of  the   whole  , 
country,  and  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  gen- 
eral effect.     Well,  sir,  I  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark that  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  any  niore 
attempt  to  intimate,  either  by  direction  or  indirec- 1 
lion,  that  in   preparing  this  address   they  were  | 
merely  actuated  by  the  desire  to  reconcile  them- 
selves with  their  constituencies.    I  hope  that  gen-  [ 
llemen  will  always  act  on  the  square,  and  come  up  ' 
manfully  to  the  question,  and  not  affect,  for  an  in- 
stant, to  desire  to  be  thought  that  in  their  action 
ihey  were  desirous  to  limit  its  effect  to  their  own 
constituencies,  and  not  to   carry  out  a  general 

1  say,  sir,  that  this  address  was  inUnded  to 
have  its  effect  upon  public  sentiment.  I  say  it 
was  designed  to  do  injury,  deep  and  vital,  to  the 
Democratic  party.  1  wish  it  distinctly  under- 
stood, and  I  wish  the  country  to  understand  it, 
that  the  gentlemen  who  subscnbed  this  paper  can 
no  longer  hold  themselves  as  a  part  and  parcel  of 
the  Democratic  party.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Oh, don't!  don't!  [Renewed 

laughter.]  ,       ,     , 

Mr.  SMITH.  Gentlemen  may  laugh ,  but,  as 
a  distinguished  gentleman  once  said,  there  are 
many  sorts  of  laughter;  and,  my  life  upon  it,  if 
there  is  proper  intelligence  and  patriotism  among 
their  constituent*  theirs  will  be  that  kind  of  laugh- 
ter which  was  happily  denominated  by  a  cele- 
brated gentleman  now  no  more,  as  the  tardon- 
icuj  rijw.  .         ,  ...      .. 

I  wish  1  had  time  to  read  to  the  committee  the 
extraordinary  statements  of  this  paper.  It  is  an 
open,  direct,  and  most  characteristic  attack  upon 
the  Democratic  party,  as  I  contend,  and  upon  the  , 
Administration  as  its  chief.  And  not  satisfied 
with  that,  it  undertakes  to  rake  up  all  the  tatt  e  , 
and  scandal  of  the  country— all  the  Abolition  tattle  [ 


does  a  thing  upon  credible  evidence,  be  is  bound, 
as  a  man,  as  a  gentleman,  and  as  a  citizen,  to  be 
prepared  to  show  that  evidence,  and  to  make  it 
good.  The  only  evidence  upon  this  subject  which 
thev  have,  is  that  which  has  been  slated  here  by 


aiid  sMmdaJ  of  the'  country— for  the  purpose  of 
•    ■■  -r^-.   {1,8  Democratic 


getting  up  a  prejudice  against 
partyTand  against  the  friends  of  the  Nebraska 
bill.  But  that  is  not  all.  It  has  assailed  a  dis- 
tinguished representative  of  our  country  at  a  for- 
eign Court- the  Court  of  Spain.  And  here,  m  the 
face  of  the  world,  they  say  they  justify  themselves 
in  BO  doing  upon  credible  evidence.  Now,  sir, 
when  a  gentleman,  upon  the  responsibility  of  his 
name,  in  dealing  with  his  constituents,  says  he 


the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Pecit]  aiirf 
whalisit?  It  is  the  sentimenre  which  Mr.Souj? 
uttered  in  a  speech  which  he  delivered  when  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  before  hre  ap- 
pointment as  a  representative  abroad.  That, 
then,  IS  the  evidence  they  have  upon  which  to 
found  these  charges.  That  is  the  evidence,  8ay» 
one.  while  another  speaks  of  evidence  colleclol 
from  the  newspapers  of  the  country.  Upon  tha 
unsubstantial  evidence— this  evidence,  as  baaeten 
as  the  fabric  of  a  vision,  gentlemen,  gravely  deal- 
ing with  their  constituents,  with  whom  they 
ought  to  deal  with  candor,  havarelied  to  pamper 
the  appetite  and  the  unenlightened  prejudice  of 
those  they  represent. 

We  had  it  rumored,  Mr. Chairman,  rumored,  I 
say — and  those  gentlemen ,  1  suppose.will  recognize 
the  validity  of  that  kind  of  testimony, of  course — we 
'  had  it  rumored  through  this  cily  that  there  was  to 
be  a  great  gathering  of  the  political  elements  of  this 
House  opposed  to  the  Nebraska  bill;  and  it  warn 
rumored  that  the  northern  Whigs  were  inducing 
certain  gentlemen,  the  "Softs,"  as  they  may  be 
called,  of  the   Democratic  party— and   I  do   not 
refer  to  the  New  York  "Softs"  by  their  late  party 
designation,  but  to  the  term  as  properly  descrip- 
tive of  weak  and  feeble  members  of  the  Demo- 
cratic faith— we   had   it  rumored,  I  say,  in  the 
streets  of  this  city,  that  there  was  to  be  a  great 
gathering  of  all  the  elements  of  opposition,  and 
that  as  many  Democrats  were  to  be  drawn  into 
the  scheme  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting up  a  grand  manifesto,  a  grand  appeal  to  the 
country,  thereby  to  crush  all  those  who  dared  to 
assist  in  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill.  Well, 
we  heard  a  great  deal^bout  it  and  there  was  some 
impression  made,  but  it  had  died  away,  aa  I  sup- 
posed, when  lo  and  behold  !  this  add  real  appeared 
this  morning.     Monies  parturiunt,  naxHwr  ridie»- 
iM  mus .'   It  has  all  ended  in  the  production  of  ihi« 
address.     Sir,  these  gentlerhen  have  n(*"^  «• 
mere  newspaper  rumors  ai  testimony,  and  I  wiU 
answer  for  it,  although  I  do  not  pretend  to  apak 
by  any  sort  of  authority,  that  when  the  real  (acU 
come  to  be  knewn,  the  opinion  which  they  ei- 
[  press  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  our  representa- 
I  live  at  Madrid   will  be  found  to  be  utterly  un- 
founded and  unwarranted. 

I  must  be  permitted,  sir,  to  express  my  deep  re- 
!  gret  that  these  gentlemen,  in  communicating  wiib 
their  constituents,  should  have  thought  proper  to 
refer  to  such  feeble  and  insufficient  testimony  as 
that  upon  which  they  rely.  They  could  hare  had 
'  no  purpose  lO  enlighten  their  constituents  by  that 
address.     Composed  as  it  is  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary statements  and  allegations,  and  of  the  most 
;    extraordinary  array  of  tesUmony,  I  say  that  they 
I    could  have  had  no  purpose— none  under  the  sun- 
to  enlighten  their  constituents  or  to  give  them  a 
■    true  or  proper  conception  of  Ibeir  relations  to  the 
South.     The  purpose  is  to  excite  their  preiudices. 
The  purpose  is  to  do  injury  to  the  DemocraUc 
party.     The  purpose  is  to  pull  down  the  Admin- 
;  istration,  without  which,  of  course,  no  succesafur 
Democratic  policy  could  be  carried  out.     That  is 
I  theaim.andby  the  road  which  they  are  now  trav- 
eling, they  will  be  found,  in  a  very  brief  space  of 
time,  in  hearty  fellowship  with  the  various  i«u, 
and  parties  that  are  arrayed  against  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  V   »    J      -.UM. 
Mr.  MAURICE,  (interrupting.)  And  with  Mr. 

Gushing.  ,.  , 

Mr.  SMITH.     I  dare  say  you  would  be  very 
!.  happy  to  have  him  with  you. 

Sir.  I  will  say  that  gentlemen  who  tat^e  w 
upon  the  Admmislration,  and  act  with  theAbo- 
litionists,  are  bound  to  be  of  the  opposiuon.^    1 
do  not  mean  to  use  the  term  •'  Abolitionists    as 
a  reproach  with  respect  to  some  of  them.     1  here 
is  one  gentleman  on  this  floor  whom  I  respect  with 
all  my lieart.     He  is  a  beautiful  illustration  o.  an 
erroneous  sentiment.    [Laughter.]    He  holds  ex- 
treme opinions,  but  he  never  forgets  that  his  posi- 
tion demands  that  here,  and  I  presume  every  where 
he  should  express  his  opinions  in  the  language  o  J 
a  gentleman.     I  am  most  happy  to  take  that  gen- 
tleman ever  and  everywhere  by  the  hand,  because 
I  am  comforted  by  the  beautiful  sentiment  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  that  "  error  ceasee  to   be  danxerjus 
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when  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it."  I  will  say, 
in  reference  to  that  gentleman,  that  it  is  realiv  a 
comfort  and  a  delight  to  me  to  talk  of  him,  and  to 
bim,  and  in  any  and  every  circle.  I  should  be 
glad  to  take  him  to  the  Sooth,  and  to  see  him  mix 
among  us.  I  shonld  be  willing  to  hear  him  dis- 
course eloquently  and  powerfully,  as  he  can  do, 
qpon  the  subject  of  slavery,  even  in  that  region.  I 
would  promise  him  not  on  w  safety  and  protection, 
but  respect,  kindness,  and  bospilalit^.  I  say  these 
eeotlemen  are  really  seeking  to  affiliate  with  the 
V^higs,  Free-Soilers,  and  Abolitionists.  When 
they  act  with  the  opposition,  of  course  they  must 
be-of  the  opposition.  Those  who  are  not  with 
us  are  against  us.  Every  day  and  every  year 
■hows  this  to  be  tr^s.  In  1833  and  1833  we  had 
a  striking  illustration  of  this  fact.  Many  of  my 
dearest  friends,  under  the  excitement  of  that  time, 
broke  off  fi-om*Andrew  Jackson,  and,  by  famil- 
iarity with  their  new  associations,  soon  became 
Whigs.  This  fact  is  still  further  illustrated,  when 
w«  refer  to  the  excitement  attendant  upon  the  re- 
_moval  of  the  deposits.  One  of  Virsinia's  most 
'brilliant  sons,  one  of  those  who  was  looked  up  to 
for  the  succession,  left  the  Democratic  party,  pro- 
fessedly on  aecoaot  of  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  and  he  soon  found  him- 
self in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  These  gentle- 
men, five  hopeful,  promising  representatives  of  the 
people — I  speak  it  in  no  disparagement  to  them — 
nav.e  thought  it  proper  to  come  out  in  a  brief  ad- 
dress to  uicir  constituents,  in  which  they  have 
given  their  former  friends  ^me  hard  blowe,  but 
under  which  we  will  be  able  to  stand  op,  live,  and 
conquer.  They  are  going  the  way  of  all  tuek 
flesh,  and  I  commend  them  to  the  choice  they  have 
made.  I  have  thought*  it  proper  to  make  these 
few  remarks,  and  shall  not  touch  at  all  the  main 
subject  under  consideration  before  the  committee, 
which,  I  believe,  is  the  Pacific  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  MAURICE.  I  desire  simply  to  express  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and 
the  committee,  my  acknowledgmanis  for  the  very 
favorable  notice  he  has  given  our  address.  The 
gentleman  has  given  to  it  an  importance  and  con- 
sequence beyond  anything  we  could  have  hoped 
for.  The  address,  permit  roe  to  say  to  genti.elheii 
of  the  committee,  will  now  be  placed  upon  the 
desks  of  members,  and  I  hope,  after  this  very 
happy  introduction  of  its  merits  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  it  will  be  perused  by  them  with 
profit  and  advantage.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SMITH.  Gentlemen  of  the  committee,  I 
wiH  only  say,  that  most  assuredly  I  would  not 
have  given  any  notice  to  the  address,  had  it  not 
been  introduced  here,  and  had  it  not  been  intended 
to  operate  beyond  the  mere  constituencies  of  its 
signers  and  subscribers.  But,  inasmuch  as  there 
■re  those  in  the  country  who  sympathize  with 
these  gentlemen,  I  have  given  their  address  the 
Bort  of  notice  I  have,  in  oraer  that  the  well  mean- 
ing and  true  hearted,  even  of  their  own  constitUT 
cncies,  may  understand  what  these  gentlemen  are 
aceking  to  efiect,  and  how  eagerly  they  are  desirine 
to  mislead  the  public  mind,  under  the  garb  and 
profession  of  Democracy. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.    I  move  that 
the  committee  rise. . 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    As  it  is  not  the 
,  wish  of  any  gentleman  to  speak,  I  move  that  the 
bill  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  With  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee is  aware  that  the  bill  must  be  read  through 
before  it  can  be  reported. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  want  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  fVom  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  right  of  the  Chair,  [Mr.  Stintom,] 
has  made  a  motion  which  overrules  that  of  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  JoKEt.]  He  has  moved  that  the 
committee  do  aow  rise.  That  question  will  be  put 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Mr.  Chairman, 
will  i(  be  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
'   ing  clause? 

TheCHAIftMAN.  That  would  be  tantamount 
to  the  motion  that  the  committee  report  back  the 
bil^with  a  recommendation  that  it  oo  not  pass. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Oh,  that  is  the  way  of 
doing  the  thing  now.  .  [Laughter.] 
"  The  qnesttoo  being  on  the  motion  that  the  eoni' 


mittee  do  now  rise,  it  was  put;  and  fifty-six  voted 
in  the  affirmative. 
'  Mr.  FLORENCE.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Stoabt,  of 
Michigan,  and  Vail,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  teller;  reported 
— ayes  fifty-seven,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thecommittee  accordingly  rose;  and  theSpeaker 
fro  tempore  (Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee)  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the  committee 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally,  and  especially  House  bill 
No.  295,  being  "  A  bill  to  autnorize  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Pacific  railroad,"  and  had  come  to  no 
resolution  thereon. 

MESS  AGS  PROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  President, 
by  the  hands  of  Sidney  Webster,  his  Private 
Secretary,  informing  the  Houss  that  he  had,  on 
Tuesday,  the  30th  instant,  approved  and  signed 
an  act  to  oiganizetfaeTerritories  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas.] 

Mr.  LETCHER,  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  no;  let  us  go  to  the  business 
on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  CUMMING.  I  ask  fortbeyeasond nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Several  Members.    Tellers. 

Tellers  wereordered;  and  Messrs.  McDoi7ejj.L, 
and  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  tiUten;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  55,  noes  90. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly,  at  thirtgr-five  minutas 
post  one  o'clock,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
eight  o'clock,  a.  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thuhway,  June  1,  1854. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
On  motion  by'Jtf  r.  STUART, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolution  passed  yesterday,  the 
Senate  will  not  meet  again  until  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbursday',  June  1, 1854. 
4rhe  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
eight  o'clock,  a.  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  wu  read  and  approved. 

lUPROVBMENT  OP  CAPE  PEAR  RITER. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  Senate  bill,  (No.  302,)  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  appropriatioiis  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Cape  Fear  river,  North  Carolina,"  was 
yesterday  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  will  be  entered. 

Then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  ASHE, at  five  minotefc 
past  eight  o'clock,  the  House  adjourned;  pursntmt 
to  a  previous  order,  until  Monday  next. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  June  5,  1854. 
TheJoumalofThursday  was  read  andapproved. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STUART,  the  Senate 
■djoumed. 

The  Senate,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution 
mused  on  Wednesday  last,  stands  adjourned  until 
Thursday  next. 


-HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  June  5, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  Tbursday  waa  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  to  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury  Department,  trans- 
mitting therewith  copies  of  tuch  accounts  as  have 
been  rendered  by  pemons  charged  or  intrusted 
with  the  disbursement  or  application  of  moneys, 
goods,  or  effects,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians, 
horn  the  1st  July,  1853,  to  the  %th  June,  1663, 


Inclusive — together  with  a  statement  containing  a 
list  of  the  names  of  all  per^pna  to  whom  goods, 
moneys,  or  efiiects  have  been  delivered  witnin  the 
same  time — specifying  the  amounts  and  objects  for 
which  they  were  intended,  the  amounts  accounted 
for,  and  the  balances  (under  each  specific  heod)  still 
remaining  in  their  hands  :  prepared  in  obedience 
to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  30ih  of  June,  1834, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization 
of  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  c6mmuni- 
cation  and  accompanying  papers  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

RESOLirriON  TO  ADJOURN  s'l^E  DIE. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Walbridge,]  on  Mondavlast, 
to  suspend  the  rules,  for  thepurpose  of  introaucing  . 
the  followihg  resolution : 

Raolvtd,  (the  Senate  cqncairing)  Thii  die  President  of 
Ibe  Senate  and  Ike  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenia- 
llves  adjoiim  their  respective  Hoose*  sliw  iU  on  Mosdajr, 
the  31st  day  of  Joly  next. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  As  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  introduced  the  resolution,  is  not  pres- 
ent, I  suppose  it  will  be  proper,  with  the  consent 
of  the  House,  to  allow  the  motion  to  pass  over 
informally  for  the  present,  and  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  other  business. 

Mr.  EWINO.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether,  if 
the  motion  be  passed  over  now,  it  will  ever  be 
reached  again } 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  motion  be  passed  over 
informally,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  will  come 
up  first  in  order  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  EWING.  Well,  sir,  I  think  we  might  aa 
well  act  upon  it  now  as  at  any  other  time.  I  ob- 
ject to  Its  being  passed  over,  and  ask  for  a  vote 
upon  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Upon  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  I  demand  a  division  of  the 
House.  1  want  to  know  whether  a'  quorum  of 
meaibers  are  present. 

ADJOURNMENT  UNTIL  THURSDAT. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Is  it  in  order 
to  move  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Thursday  next? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  submit  the  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  demand  a  division  of  the 
House.  I  think  we  have  idled  away  time  enough, 
and  I  do  not  wish  the  motion  to  pass  unless  tb*re 
is  a  quorum  here  to  pass  it. 

MESSAGE  PROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  Sidney  Webster,  his 
^Private  Secretary,  informing  the  House  that  he 
did,  on  the  31st  day  of  May  last,  approve  and 
sign  the  bill  of  the  House,  No.  371,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1854, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  STANTON.  As  a  division  has  been  de- 
manded upon  my  motion  to  adjourn  over,  I  will 
withdraw  it.     ^ 

The  SPEAKER.    The  queetion  then  recur# 
upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  made  on 
Monday  last  by  thegentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  House  will 
allow  that  motion  to  pass  over  informally,  I  will 
move  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resdive  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Making 
speeches  is  the  only  business  we  sh^  be  able  to 
do  to-day. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn.  If  we  cannot  do  one  species  of 
business  without  a  quorum,  I  do  not  think  wecan 
another. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nay* 
upon  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays'were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken.;  and  decided  in  the 
jii^tive— -yeas  4,  nays  88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn^  no  quorum 
having  voted. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  agreed 
to — ayes  45,  noes  38. 
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Mr.  GREEN.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
^adjourn. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
i  theyeas  and  nays. 

'the  yeas  and  nnys  were  not  ordered,  only  five 
Imembers  having  voting  therefor, 
f-   Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  demand  tellers  upon  the 
notion . 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
iococK  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
|j)egative;  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  36, 
I  noes  62. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk  then  called  the  roll,  and  one  hun- 
tdred  and  six  members  answered  to  their  names. 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is  no  quorum  pres- 
^•nt.    The.ofHcers  of  the   House  will  close  the 
loo^. 

Mr.   CAMPBELL.     Without  a   quorum   no 
basineaa  can  be  transacted,  and  I  now  move  that 
Jl  further  proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed 
E.with. 

Mr.  ^TANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  move  that 
(the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
greed  to. 

Thereupon,  the  House  (at  a  quarter  to  one 
{.o'clock,  p.  m.)  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
I  twelve,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TcESDAT,  June  G,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
tby  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
LIGHT-HOUSE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  AIKEN.     I  have  been  instructed  by  the 
tCommittee  on  Commerce  to  ask  leave  to  report  a 
Kbill  making  appropriations  for  light-houses,  light- 
rboats,  buoys,  &c.,  and  providingfor  the  erection 
and  establishment  of  the  same,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; that  it  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
report  will  be  received  and  the  bill  will  be  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered, 
the  bill  having  been  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

[Cries  of  "  No  !."] 

Mr.  OLDS.  You  may  as  well  do  it;  there  is 
no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  called  for  a  division. 

The  House  was  accordingly  divided,  and  the 
Speaker  reported  only  forty  gentlemen  rising  in 
the  affirmative,  (not  a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.   Itisquiteapparent  that  there 
is  not  a  quorum  in  the  Hall. 
•      CALLING  COMMITTEES  FOR  REPORTS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  are  a  great  many 
committees  in  the  House  who  have  reports  ready 
to  be  made.  I  propose,  then,  that  we  proceed  to 
receive  to-day  the  reports  which  committees  have 
ready  and  desire  to  present.  There  can  be  no 
objection,  I  think,  to  our  receiving  and  referring 
them,  and  so  letting  them  go  upon  the  Calendar. 
We  can  occupy  the  day  in  transacting  the  busi- 
ness whether  there  be  a  quorum  present  or  not.  It 
is  not  contended  that  for  this  a  quorum  is  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  think  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  is  a  good  one,  and  should 
be  acted  on. 

Several  Members.     Yes;  let  us  do  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then,  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House,  the  Chair  will  proceed  to 
call  committees  for  reports,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  all  reports  made  shall  be  referred  without 
debate. 

Mr.  OLDS,  (Interrupting.)  And  with  the  fur- 
ther understanding  that  when  we  recommence  the 
calling  of  committees  for  reports,  we  do  so  where 
we  will  have  left  off  to- day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  imagine  bo. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  And  also  with  the 
understanding  that  none  of  such  reports  so  re- 
ceived be  reconsidered  and  referred  back  to  the 
committees  reporting  them,  but  be  acted  upon  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  House. 

VOTING  IN  THE  CITV  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tion which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows: 

Resolvtd,  Thai  llie  CoinmUiee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be  inetracled  to  inquire  into  ihc  expediency  or  no 
amending  the  chnrlcr  of  the  city  of  W'a-ihinj[ton  ati  to  abol  - 
ish  the  iiyslem  of  voting  by  ballot,  and  Hubstituie  the  mode 
of  viva  voct  voting  theirefor. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.    I  object. 

The  resolution  was,  therefore,  not  received. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
posal made  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Horsrou]  to 
receive  the  reports  of  committees.  But  1  wish  to 
understand  distinctly  before  I  give  my  assent  to 
that  proposition,  whether  or  not,  if  we  proceed  to 
call  committees  for  reports,  we  will  hereafter,  when 
we  resume  that  business,  commence  where  we 
will  have  left  off  to-day.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  informed 
as  to  the  purpose  of  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston.]  That 
gentleman  will  please  to  answer  the  interrogatory 
of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  purpose  which  I  had 
in  view  in  making  that  motion  was  simply  this: 
There  are,  as  1  have  slated,  a  great  many  reports 
ready  to  be  made  by  committees,  to  which  there 
cannot  possibly  be  any  objection.  I  desire  that 
such  reports  be  received  by  the  House  to-day, 
and  referred  either  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Mtate  of  the  Union.  My  purpose  is,  that  the 
Chair  should  now  proceed  and  call  the  commit- 
tees forsuch  reports.  When  we  have  got  through 
them  all,  as  we  easily  can  to-day,  why,  then  the 
committees  will  be  just  in  the  same  order  for 
future  calls  as  they  now  are.  That  is  my  under- 
standing of  the  proposition  that  I  have  submitted. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  bound,  from  asenseof  duty 
to  myself  and  to  my  constituents,  to  object  to  that 
proposition. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Cobb]  having  objected  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Houston,]  the  Chair 
will  now  state' the  business  first  in  order. 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  KNOX.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  COBB.  There  is  a  general  expression  of 
a  wish  that  I  should  withdraw  my  objection  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Houston.]  In  accordance  with  that  wish, 
I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is  a  motion  pending 
that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 
,  Mr.  COBB.    To  that  I  have  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Knox;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  refused. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  As  my  colleague  [Mr.  Cobb] 
has  withdrawn  his  objection  to  my  proposition,  1 
propose  again  to  appeal  to  the  House  to  allow  re- 
ports to  be  made  from  the  several  committees, 
and  have  the  bills  reported,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  or 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HUNT.  As  you  will  not  allow  a  call  of 
the  House,  I  object. 

Mr.  fULLYER.  The  Speaker  having  an- 
nounced that  there  is  no  quorum  present,  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  81. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  move  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  41. 


So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Let  us  have  the  ye««  and 
nays  upon  that  motion.  ' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  roll  of  the  House  was  then  called,  and  one 
hundred  and  eleven  members  answered  to  their 
names.    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  absentees: 

Memn.  Abercrombie,  Appleton, Thoman H.  Bayly,Ball, 
llanki,  Barksdale,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bennett,  Benton,  Bu     " 
BliRt),  Carpenter,  Caakie,  Chamberlain,  Chase,  Cbaa 
Churchwell,  Craige,  Cumming,  Tlioin&if  Davi:*,  Dean, 
VViu,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Drum,  Duntinin,  Kaatnian,  Edd 
Edgertnn,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  John  M.  EJIioil,  Eiijlish,  Ell 
eridgc,  Kverhart,  Kwing,  Farley,  Kenton,  Flagler,  Florena 
Franklin,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Anilrew  J.  Harlan,  Sampaoii  ~ 
W.  Harris,  Harrison,  llastings,  Ilibbari,  Heister,  Howe, 
JInghes,  Jngersoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Roland  Jone«,  K"»ill. 
)\err,  KittredKe,Kurlz,  Lamb,  Lane, Eilly,  Li !>:' 
McCulloch,  McDougall,  McXair,  McQueen,  '■ 
son,  Maurice,  May,  Middleswariti,  JolinG. 
pan,  Murray,  Noble,  Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  P-r 
nington,  riiillips,  Pratt,  Preston,  Puryear,  Kt.iM.,  K 
Richardson,  Bobbins,  Rogcra,  Rowe,  Sabin,   .^.i,/'  . 
incur,  Shower,  Singleton,  Skelton,  William  Haiith,  :*nndJ 

grass,  pollers,    Alexander    II.    Stephens,  Straub,    David 
mart,  John  J.  Tavlnr,  John  L.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Twee^ 
Upham,  Wade,  Waihridgc,  Walker,  \Valley,  Walsh,  Elllhtt' 
B.  Wftshbume,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  John  Wenlwofth, 
Wheeler,  Witte,  Yatea,  and  Zollicofler. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  move  that  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Oh,  no.  Let  us  go  on 
with  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  Is  it  in  order  to  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  motion. 

Upon  a  division  of  the  House,  the  Chair  an- 
nounced that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  number  to 
order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  ask  for  a  count  of  the 
negative. 

TKe  SPEAKER.  Upon  a  call  of  the  House 
just  now,  only  one  hunilred  and  eleven  members 
answered  to  their  names,  and  one  fifth  of  that 
number  has  not  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  But  some  of  the 
members  may  have  gone  outside  of  the  bar. 

TheSPEAKER.    Tellers  could  have  been  had, 
if  called  for,  but  they  were  not  called  for.     The 
Chair  dei  ' " 
ordered. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  call  for  tellers  now.  I 
think  it  is  usual  to  count  the  other  side. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  if  the 
House  desires  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  they 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  ordering  them, 
and  he  will,  therefore,  entertain  the  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  or- 
dered, only  seventeen  having  voted  therefor. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  motion;  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  51,  noes  37. 

And,  thereupon,  (at  five  minutes  before  one 
o'clock,)  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m 


ley 
Chair  decides  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
WEOMEtDAY,  June  7,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ra.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  II.  Milburn. 
.TheJournalof  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  referre<l  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  was  read  for  information  by  its  title,  as 
follows: 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Francis  Petit  Smith. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  understand  that 
is  a  bill  for  the  renewal  of  a  patent.     I  object. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolution  of 
inquiry: 

Rnotned,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  mai 
Potit  Roads,  be  requested  to  inquire  iuto  tbe  expediency  of 
establishing  the  following  post  roads : 

From  Centreville,  Iowa,  by  the  way  of  Corydon  on  tbe 
State  road,  Boutb  ludependeaca,  and  tbe  county  seata  of 
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KingfoM  aod  T«f  lor  countin,  to  CUilnda,  in  Vft  county. 

FMo)  Coaneil  BInffi,  low*,  in  Wintar  Qoanen,  to  Fort 
Cilbonn,  in  Nebruka  Tenltory. 

From  Magnolia,  Iowa,  to  Fort  Calhoun,  Neliraaka  Ter- 
tlloiT. 
'  Ftom  Nabraaka  City,  Nebraaka  T^tory,  via  BeUeview, 

to  Omalis  City,  and  Winter  Ooanera,  «o  Poet  Calboun,  in 
•aid  Torriloty. 

Then  being  no  obiaction,  the  resolution  was 
,      coniidered,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMILTON,  it  was 

(Mtrtd,  That  Uie  petition  and  papen  of  R.  A.  Kittle- 
weU,  ciril  eniineei  on  Boundary  Commiaiian,  be  with- 
drawn from  the  filea  of  the  Houie,  Ibr  the  purpoae  of 
reAmee  to  one  of  Um  Department*. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  oak  the  anonimoua  consent 
of  the  Hodse  for  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution: 

JtooiMd,  ITbat  from  and  after  Saturday  next,  aad  until 
otbarwlM  ordered,  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  ofthia  Houee 
ataall  be  eleren  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  KNOX  objecting,  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  EDMAND3.  I  ask  the  nnanimoiu  eon- 
sent  of  the  House  for  leave  to  submit  several  re- 
ports which  I  have  here  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  JONE!S,  of  Teopessee.  In  my  judgment 
the  best  course  for  us  to  pursue  is  to  call  for 
reports  front  all  the  committees  in  their  regular 
oitler. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  proposes  to  report  back  several  mat- 
ters that  they  may  be  referred  to  other  commit- 
teea. 

Mr.  JONES.*  I  object,  and  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MoDOUOALX,,  it  was 

Oritnd,  That  the  petition  and  paper*  of  J.  Rutherlbrd 
Woreeaier  be  withdrawn  from  the  alaa  of  Iha  Houae,  for  tbe 
purpoae  of  introduction  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill,  of  which'^ previous  notice 
had  been^iven;  which  waa  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

A  bill  granting  the  unsold  public  land  in  the 
Vincennes  land  distria,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Yin- 
cenne*  to  Crawfordsville,  and  from  Vincennea  to 
Indianapolis,' in  said  State. 

Mr.  DICK.  I  ask  the  unanimons  consent  of 
the  House  for  leave  to  introduce  the  following  rea- 
olntion: 

BaolMd,  That  in  view  of  the  great  commercial  and  na- 

tfonal  intemts  in  the  navigation  of  our  northern  lakee,  the 

Committee  on  Naval  AflUn  be  inatnicted  to  inquire  Into 

the  expediency  of  estabiiahiag  a  navy-yard,  dep«t,  and  diy- 

_     dock,  ataome  •uUaUe  poiat  oa  laid  lake*,  and  report  by 

•       hiu  or  otherwise. 

*  Mr.  LETCHER  objecting,  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
•tate  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  theWhoTeon  thestateof  the  Union, 
(Mr.  BococK  in  the  chair.) 
^  The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  before  the 
V  iBommitMe  for  consideration  is  House  bill  No. 
S85,  for  tbe  construction  of  a  Pacific  railroad.  The 
gantleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stahtoh]  is  en- 
Utled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  wiU  set  an  example  to  the 
committee.  Dasiriog  to  see  our  bueiness  progress, 
I  shall  say  nothing,  except  that  I  shall  -vote  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  COBS.  Ifnobody  wishes  to  speak  to  the 
bill,  I  have  an  amendment  which  I  will  ofiar. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.-  1  would  say,  Atr.  Cbairman, 
that  I  have  prepared  some  remarks  on  the  Faeifie 
railroad  bill,  which,  with  the  permission  of  the 
oeinmittee,  that  no  time  may  be  consumed  in  their 
4^very,  I  shall  print  as  a  portion  of  our^proceed- 
iogs.  I  am  opposed  to  the  measure  on  constitu- 
tbaal  principles. 

[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  he  did  not  rise  to  advo- 
cate tiie  posssge  of  thePadfie  nulroad  bill,  but  to 
apeak  with  regard  to  thapubliclands.  He  would, 
however,  remark,  that  as  he  now  understood  the 


subject,  he  could  nol  give  to  the  measure  his  sup- 
port. He  was  anxious  that  such  a  bill  should  be 
framed  as  would  enable  him  to  give  to  it  his  sanc- 
tion. The  bill  assumes  that  Congress  ought  not 
to  establish  this  route,  but  that  it  should  be  se- 
lected by  tbe  Executive  Department.  Until  it 
shall  be  shown  that  the  central  route  (concerning 
the  section  of  country  which  he,  ilt-part,  repre- 
sents) is  not  the  right  one,  he  would  not  sappoil 
the  bill  which  excludes  it. 
_  With  regard  to  giving  lands,  on  easy  terms,  to 
settiers,  and  distributing  them  among  the  States, 
he  was  for  the  former  proposition,'and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, against  the  latter.  These  two  measures 
are  incompatible,  and  cannot  stand  together. 

He  avowed  his  opposition  to  the  bill  granting 
lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane,  and  to 
the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Bewnett,  proposing  to 
distribute  lands  among  the  several  States  for  inter- 
nal improvement  and  educational  purposes.  The 
duty  and  power  of  Congress,  he  contended,  do 
not  extend  to  thosesubjects.  Although  hedid  not 
concur  in  all  the  views  of  the  President  in  his  re- 
cent veto.message,  he  indorsed  the  veto.  It  would 
give  the  Administration  a  high  position  in  the 
country. 

[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  DliSNEY  said  that  it  was  his  purpose  to 
avtui  himself  of  the  present  occasion  to.  finish  the 
speech  commenced  by  him  some  three  or  four 
weeks  ago,  which  he  waa  prevented  from  conclud- 
ing by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

He  then  resumed  his  argument  against  the  land 
bill  heretofore  reported  by  Mr.  Benmktt,  from 
the  Committee  og  Public  Lands,  and  proceeded  to 
show  that,  in  all  the  donations  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  Ghivernment  had  not,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, omitted  to  make  each  grant  inure  directly 
afad  immediately  to  its  own  pecuniary  advantage, 
and  not  to  the  benefit  of  the  respective  States. 

He  also  argued  that  never,  in  the  history  of 
the  Government,  nor  in  the  history  of  private 
ownership,  was  there  so  rigid  an  economy  prac^ 
tised  as  had  been  pursued  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  its  domain.  Its  course  had 
ever  been  rigorous,  exacting!  and  oppressive. 

He  also  argued  to  show  that  of  all  the  absurd 
ideas  which  had  ever  entered  into  the  minds  of 
men,  the  idea  that  the  new  States  had  been  favored 
by  grants  of  the  public  lands  was  preSminentiy 
and  nor  txedUnet,  the  moat  absurd. 

Hie  then  commented  on  the  minority  report  on 
the  bill  which  he  was  opposing,  and  declared  that 
it  did  not  contain  a  single  truth. 

[See  Appendix  for  the  opeech.] 

Mr.  CHANDLER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Will  UiegenUeman  from 
Pennsylvania  allow  me  to  make  a  personal  expla- 
nation ?   '  '  I 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  yield  to  the  gentieman 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  wish  simply  to  correct 
an  error  into  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hehoiucks]  has  f^Ien  this  morning,  in  re- 
gard to  the  character  of  the.  bill  reported  from  the 
select  committee.  It' was  assumed  by  that  gen- 
tleman that  the  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government  would  locate  the  line  of  road  pro- 
vided for  by  the  bill.  The  gentleman  misread^  tbe 
bill.  It  provides  that  the  companies  who  under- 
take the  work — whoever'  supplies  the  capital  ne- 
cessary to  constroot  tbe  road — shall  have  the  loca- 
tion of  its  line. 

I  wish  to  make  another  remark  here  in  behalf 
of  the  committee.  Since  this  bill  Was  reported  to 
the  Houae,  the  committee  have  agreed  to  change 
the  limitation  of  the  northern  line  in  the  South  ao  as 
to  accommodate,  not  merely  the  extreme  northern 
route,  but  any  one  of  the  lines  that  may  be  found 
to  be  practicable  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Pacific.  I  make  this  statement  so  that  the  bill 
may  not  be  misunderstood,  nor  the  action  of  the 
committee  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  allow  me  a  moment? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  In  my  remarks  this 
moming,«I  did  not  undertake  to  read  the  bill.  I 
undertook, merely  to  give  its  ^neral  effect.  The 
IhU,  OS  reported  by  the  committee,  authorizes  the 
SecreUiry  of  War  to  contract  for  the  construction 
of  two  lines  of  railroads.  But  it  provides  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  not  accept  of  any  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  a  road  oveiHhe  south- 


em  route,  north  of  370  north  latitude,  and  pro- 
vides that  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  northern 
route  shall  be  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  So 
that,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  the  Secretary 
could  not  contract  for  the  construction  of  any 
route  terminating  at  St.  Louis.  I  did  not  under- 
stand or  misrepresent  the  effect  of  the  bill,  lam 
glad  to  hear  the  genUeman  say  that  this  objection 
Co  his  bill,  which  I  suggested,  will  be  removed  by 
the  action  of  his  committee.  That  will  remove  one 
very  important  objection  which  I  have  to  the  bill  , 

Mr.  CHANDLER  said  he  felt  a  deep  interest 
in  the  Pacific  railroadf  bill.  Representing  a  com- 
mercial community,  he  naturally  desired  to  extend 
commerce;  but  he' believed  this  was  not  the  time 
to  discuss  the  subjects  He  hoped  the  measure 
was  not  dead,  even  if  allowed  to  sleep. 

He  rose  to  discuss  another  matter,  namelv,  the 
bill  now  pending  relating  to  the  proposed  change 
in  carrying  letters  ana  other  mailable  matter 
requiring  pre-payment,  and  increasing  the  price  of 
a  single  letter  from  three  to  five  cents.  He  then 
opposed  the  bill  at  length,  answering  arguments 
which  had  been  advanced  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New /York,  did  not  doubt 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Government  to  grant 
sections  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  building  rail- 
roads, especially  for  one  so  national  in  its  object 
as  that  which  was  to  connect  the  great  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  with  the  Pacific  ocean. 

We  already  had,  from  the  shores  of  tbe  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Mississippi,  every  convenience  for  travel 
and  transportation  which  the  inventions  of  the 
age  had  supplied;  and  he  understood  that  there 
WiU  now  in  progress,  and  authorized  by  law,  a 
railroad  from  St.  Ijouis  to  the  junction  of  the 
Kansas  river  with  the  Missouri  river,  which  was 
likely  to  be  complied  in  the  eoturse  of  two  or 
three  years.  This  was  the  position  of  the  coun-  ^ 
try.  But  the  question  was,  whether  this  was  a' 
proper  bill?  Like  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
he  affirmed  that  this  was  to  be  a  Government 
road,  and  nothing  else,  in  substance.  This  he 
proceeded  to  prove,  and  on  this  ground  he  opposed 
the  bill. 

[The  above  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION — MR.  GISDING8. 

Mr.GIDDINGS.  Theeommitteeqayretollect, 
that  on  the  S7th  April  the  member  from  Yiiginia, 
over  the  way,  [Mr.  Smith,]  took  occasion  to  assail 
the  memory  of  a  distinguished  statesman,  once  a 
.member  ofthis  bodv,  Hon.  John  Cluiacy  Adams. 
In  the  same  speech  he  also  took  occasion  to  make 
an  assault  upon  myself. 

To  thsea  attooks  I  raaponded  the  next  morning, 
by  way  of  personal  explanation,  to  which  he  re- 
pued.  In  his  replication  he  made  no  attempt  to 
prove  the  charges  he  had  advanced  on  the  previous 
day,  but  had  recourse  to  np  many  other  and,  new 
assertions,  that  I  tUnk  justice  to  that  member, 
as  well  as  to  myself  and  frisnds  with  whom  I 
long  served  in  this  body,  demands  at  my  bands 
an  exposure  of  his  second  effort  to  misrepresent 
matters  of  history.  I  am  told  that  this  is  unne- 
eeasaryf  that  the  public  will  have  the  facta  before 
them,  and  will  look  upon  all  attempts  to  misrep- 
resent public  men  with  the  proper  degree  of  rep- 
robation. 

But  the  member  to,  whom  I  refer  holds  a  seat  in 
thia  Hall;  and  what  he  says  will  be  regarded  as 
coming  from  one  acting  in  a  high  and  honorable 
station;  and  if  his  statements  go  out  to  the  coun- 
try uncontradicted,  many  people  will  lake  them 
as  true.  Again  I  may  say  that  his  second  attack 
will  neeeasarily  call  out  some  historic  facts  not 
yet  pubKsfaed,  but  which  the  present  occasion 
appears  to  afford  a  suitable  opportunity  to  make 
known. 

In  his  speech  on  the  97th  April,  the  member 
said: 

'■  Did  they  not  an  know  that  a  diatlngaiebed  man,  John 
Oniney  Adanu,  had  •tapped  do«m  from  the  Chief  Masl*- 
aacy  and  auerted  tbla  <|ua8tioo,  nyliv  that  aaoaar  than 
•lop  agitation  he  would aee  five  milllona  of  •ontbara  hearthe 
drenched  in  blood?" 

Conscious  that  Mr.  Adams,  on  no  occasion, 
spoke  of  agitation  in  eonaeotion  with  bloodshed, 
and  feeling,  aa  all  who  were  aoquainted  with  him 
must  feel,  that  such  a  declaration  was  opposed  to 
an  his  habits  of  thought,  his  course  of  reasoning, 
his  language  and  mode  of  expression,  I  oharac- 
tarixed  the  assertion  w»KOi"w*mtSfaUAmiirepr*- 
senMion." 
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In  reply,  the  member  read  from  an  addreas  of 
Mr.  Adams,  delivered  at  PiUsburg  many  years 
since,  the  following  paragraph: 

•'  T^at  Blavfry  will  he.  Abnlj^lted  in  this  coiiiilry,  and 
^throughout  Hie  w  orld,  I  firialy  believe.  Whelticr  it  will  be 
'doit'-  oeacoably  nr  by  blood,  God  only  ktiows;  but  that  it 
-will  lA)  at-euinpllsheti,  I  have  not  a  doitbt ;  and  by  whatever 
meattn,  I  nay  let  it  come;  yea,  by  whatever  meana,  let  it 
^xoiiie.** 

Not  a  word  is  said  in  this  extract  about  "  agi- 
[•tation,"  or  about  "stopping  agitation,"  nor  of 
'  five  millions  of  southern  hearths,"  nor  of  having 
them  "drenched  in  blood."     Not  a  sentence;  not 
an  expression;  not  a  thought  which  the  member 
-asserted   had  been  expressed  by  Mr.  Adams,  is 
..proven  by   the  quotation.     But  the  member  ap- 
.psared  to  read  this  extract  with  a  tone  and  empha- 
sis which  seemed  to  assert,  that  although    Mr. 
,  Adams  had  not  uttered  a  word  or  thought  which 
i  had  been  attributed  to  him,  yet  he  had  said  simie- 
lAing  tUe;  and  he  proceeded  to  read  from  a  speech 
.  delivered  in  this  Hall  some  years  sinqe  by  Mr. 
Dillett,  of  Alabama,  extracts  which  showed  that 
•  ,that  gentleman,  being  a  slaveholder,  v^as  dissatis- 
'  fied  with  the  ideas  which  Mr.  Adams  had  actually 
.  advanced.     Now,  sir,  the  member  having,  in  this 
way,  admitted  his  original  assertion  to  have  been 
unfounded  I  shall  say  no  more  on  thai  point. . 

The  member  appeared  to  think  I  ought  to  have 
left  the  vindication  of  Mr.  Adams  to  some  gentle-  | 
'.  man  from  Massachusetts.     Feeling  the  injustice 
of  his  attack  upon  one  with  whom  I    had   long 
■erved  in  this  body,  and   perhaps,  I   may  say, 
whose  friendship  and  confidence  I  had  enjoyed, 
I  thought  it  not  my  duly  only,  but  the  duty  of 
every  member  who  had  served  with  Mr.  Adams, 
to  repel  that  assault  upon  his  memory.    Nor  do  I 
discover  it  to  be  very  material  to  that  member  from 
what  quarter  the  exposure  of  his  misrepresentation  ) 
comes.     Truth  will  do  hitn  ttb  injustice;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  it  were  more  manly  in  him  frankly 
to  acknowledge  its  force  than  to  complain  of  him  | 
who  utters  it. 

In  relation  to  his  attacks  on  myself,  it  may  be  | 
'proper  thai  I  should  refer  to  their  origin.  1  under-  I 
stand  the  member  to  be  a  slave-breeder  in  Vir-  l 
ginia,  where  he  rears  men  and  women  for  the 
market,  and  must,  of  course,  feel  a  lively  interest 
in  the  coast-wise  slave  trade.  In  1841,  the  slave 
,  ship  Creole  cleared  from  Richmond,  bound  to  t 
New  Orleans  with  a  full  cargo  of  fathers,  mothers, 
children,  husbands,  and  wives,  for  the  barracoons 
of  that  city.  While  at  sea,  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Virginia  laws,  tljie  people  rose  upon  the 
slave  dealers,  asserted  their  right  to  freedom,  took 
possession  of  the  ship,  after  slaying  one  of  the 
supercargoes,  and  landed  at  Nassau,  where,  of 
course,  ihey  found  protection  under  British  law. 
Our  Executive,  sympathizing  with  the  slave 
dealers,  sent  instructions  to  our  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, directing  him  on  behalf  of  the  slave  mer- 
chants to  demand  compensation  for  their  loss  of 
human  flesh;  and  members  of  the  Senate  threat- 
ened war  in  case  such  indemnity  were  refused.  ; 
Against  these  attempts  to  involve  the  people  of 
the  free  States  in  a  war  to  support  the  slave  trade 
my  judgment  and  conscience  revolted.  I  there- 
fore prepared  resolutions  denying  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  this  Government  to  involve  them 
in  such  a  disgraceful  traffic.  I  presented  them  to 
this  body  for  consideration,  for  which  a  resolution 
of  censure  was  passed  against  me,  and  I  was  driven 
from  my  seat  here.  My  constituents  sent  me  back, 
instructed  to  maintain  the  position  I  had  assumed. 
The  member  from  Virginia  voted  for  my  censure, 
and  probably  felt  the  reproof  of  ihe  people.  He 
was  then  silent;  but  now,  after  twelve  years  have 
passed  away,  he  attempts  to  misrepresent  the  his- 
tory of  those  transactions  in  which  we  were  both 
so  deeply  interested. 

The  member  asserted  thot  I  introduced  into 
Congress  "  resolutions  declaring  it  lawful  for  ne- 
groes to  slay  the  wives  and  children  of  their  mas- 
ters." In  answer  to  this  charge,  I  caused  the 
resolutions  which  Ijniroduced  to  be  read  at  Ihe 
Clerk's  table.  They  contained  not  one  thought, 
nor  sentence,  nor  intimation,  nor  allusion  which 
'  ha  had  charged.*    Nor  did  the  member,  in  bis 

*  The  rollnwinK  are  the  resolutions  referred  to : 
'*  Resolved,  That  prior  to  the  adoption  of  our  Federal 
Contftilution,  each  of  the  several  Slates  composing  this 
I'nion,  exercised  full  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
subject  of  slavery  within  its  own  territory,  and  possessed 
full  power  to  continue  or  abolish  it  at  pleasure. 
"  Raoltei,  That  by  adoptiof  Ihe  ConsUtuUon,  no  pan  of 


reply,  pretend  to  argue  that  they  contained  a  word 
or  thought  which  he  had  attributed  to  them.  On 
that  point  he  remained  mute,  indeed,  he  seemed 
to  admit  its  fabrication.  I  read  his  own  words  on 
this  point: 

'*  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  member  from  Ohio  lias  read 
the  resolutions  for  which  the  lloitse  condemned  him.  / 
thatl  not  pause  lo comment  ujton  them.'^ 

The  member  might  well  say  he  would  not  pause 
to  comment  on  the  resolutions.  He  appeared  to 
think  and  feel  himself  convicted  of  gross  misrep- 
resentation on  that  point.  He  therefore  let  that 
pass  without  attempting  to  justify  his  charge  in 
any  degree.  He  then  sought  to  cover  his  retreat 
by  other  misrepresentations  and  other  fabrications  i 
so  flagrant  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  on  the 
record  of  our  debates  a  more  full  expose  than  I 
could  do  by  way  of  personal  explanation.  i 

The  member  then  quotes  Mr.  Everett's  words,  I 
not  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  own  attack,  but  to 
show  that  Mr.  Everett  was  dissatisfied  with  me  for 
introducing  the  resolutions.  Those  who  will  look 
back  to  that  period  {I8i'2)  will  find  that  northern 
men  were  then  very  sensitive  on  the  subject  of 
slaveiy.  They  looked  upon  it  as  a  very  delicate 
matter,  the  discussion  of  which  would  endanger 
the  Union.  Hence  the  gag-rules  of  that  day.  I 
cast  no  imputation  upon  the  statesmen  of  that 
period;  but  all  are  conscious  that  men  at  that  time 
generally  thought  that  slavery  must  not  be  dis- 
cussed, nor  referred  to,  except  on  very  extraordi- 
nary occasions,  and  then  with  great  respect,  lest 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union  should  follow.  And 
any  man  who  will  consult  the  record,  will  find  no 
intimation  from  Mr.  Everett  that  my  resolutions 
were  not  just  and  proper  of  themselves.  Indeed, 
when  introduced,  he  declared  them  to  be  "  import- 
ant, and  therefore  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table 
for  consideration."  Failing  in  this,  he  moved  a 
call  of  the  House.  That  being  voted  down,  and 
supposing  the  vote  about  to  be  taken  before  he  had 
an  opportunity  lo  examine  the  resolutions,  and 
feeling  the  vexation  of  his  position,  he  asked  lo 
be  excused  from  voting  again,  saying  Ihe  resolu- 
tions were  important,  that  he  hoil  no  time  to  ex- 
amine them,  and  on  that  account  wished  to  be 
excused  from  voting.  He  then  added  the  language 
quoted, saying  he  "  abhorred  the  fire-brand  course 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio."  It  was  said  under 
an  excitement  of  the  moment,  and  had  reference 
to  my  course  in  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
body,  and  not  to  the  doctrine  of  the  resolutions, 
as  represented  by  the  member  from  Virginia;  and 
this  any  man  must  see  who  consults  the  record. 
j  I  desire  lo  do  justice  lo  Mr.  Everett.  He  was  at 
that  time  an  old  member.  I  served  with  him  long 
I  after  the  occurrence,  and  while,  like  all  other 
'  statesmen,  he  was  responsible  for  his  sayings  and 
j  actions,  it  is  my  duty  to.protecthis  memory  from 
J  misrepresentation.  For  the  hasty  expression 
quoted  he  made  every  atonement  in  his  power. 
Against  the  vote  of  censure  he  interposed  his 
voice  and  influence.     There  stands  the  record  of 


!  the  aforesaid  power  was  delesated  lo  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, but  was  reserved  by,  and  stilt  pertains  lo,  each  of  the 
several  Slates. 

"  Resolved,  That  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  t^onsuiution,  each  of  tlie  several  Stales  surrendered 
1  to  the  Federal  Gnveminentall  jurisdiction  over  the  subjects 
of  commerce  and  iinviffntton  upon  the  hich  seas. 

"  Resolved,  That  slavery  being  an  abrfdeemenl  pf  the  nat- 
ural rights  of  man,  can  exist  only  by  force  of  positive  muni- 
cipal law,  and  is  necessarily  conAued  to  Uie  jurisdiction  of 
the  poWer  creating  it. 

"  Resolved,  That  when  a  ship  belonging  to  Ihe  citizens 
of  any  State  of  this  Union  leaves  the  waters  and  territory 
of  such  .State,  and  enters  upr>n  the  high  seas,  the  persons 
on  board  cease  to  besubjiTct  lo  the  slave  laws  of  such  State, 
and  thenceforth  are  govemeil  in  their  relations  lo  each 
other  by,  and  are  amenable  to,  the  laws  of  the  niiited  States. 

"  Rest'ved,  That  when  the  brig  t>cole,  on  her  late  pas- 
j  sage  lo  New  Orleans,  left  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Vir- 
;  ginia,  the  slave  laws  of  that  State  ceased  lo  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  persons  on  board  said  brig,  and  they  became 
amenable  only  to  the  laws  of  the  irnited  Slates. 

•'  Resolved,  That  the  persons  on  board  said  ship,  in  re- 
suming their  natural  rights  of  personal  liberty,  violated  no 
law  of  the  United  States,  incurred  no  legal  penalty,  and  are 
justly  liable  lo  no  punishment. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  attempts  lo  reijnslave  said  persons 
are  tinauUiorixed  by  the  Constitution,  or  Ihe  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  are  incompatible  with  our  national 
honor. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  exert  our  national  influ- 
ence ill  favor  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  or  to  place  this 
nation  in  the  attitude  of  maintaininga  commerce  in  human 
beings,  are  subversive  of  Ihe  rights  and  injurious  to  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  Ihe  free  Sl.ites,  are  unauthorized 
by  ilie  Constitution,  aod  prejudicial  to  our  national  char- 
I  acter." 


his  vote,  in  the  most  emphatic  condemnation  of 
the  resolution  of  censure,  and  of  those  who  voted 
for  it.  The  next  morning,  with  great  solemnity, 
he  oflered  a  resolution,  as  follows: 

('  Resolved,  That  five  lliousand  copies  ofvo  much  of  ibe 
Journal  of  yesterday  as  relates  lo  Uie  actioti  of  this  Bovt 
in  relation  to  the  Hon.  Jostiua  R.  Giddiiigs,  be  pruned 
for  the  use  of  the  inenibers. 

".Mr.  f^AMPDKi.L,  of  South  Cariiline,  desired  to  be  la- 
formed  whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vennoar, 
[Mr.  Evebktt]  included  the  rem;irks  iua>t'*  *-^-  ••""  r**n- 
tleman  in  relauontoUiec<^irseof  thegentlei!  .  o? 

".Mr.  EvERE-TT.     I  shall  by  and  by  ask  '  tc« 

of  the  House  to  say  a  lew  words  on  that  tjiit ...-,... 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Everett's  mo- 
tion to  print  extra  copies  of  the  Journal  to  be  sent 
forth  to  the  people,  the  name  of  the  member  from 
Virginia  being  recorded  in  the  negative.  He  ap- 
peared unwilling  10  send  forth  such  official  report, 
though  he  now  appears  ready  to  give  his  mis- 
representation of  it.     After  that  vote  wo.?  !-''•" 

"  Mr.  Everett  rosp,  and  said  he  desired  te  ll.- 
self  upiiii  the  indulgence  of  the  House  tn  say  a  w< 
ply  to  the  gentleman  from  South  t;arolina,  [.Mr.CAMfSKii.J 
111  relation  to  a  remark  he  had  made  on  a  former  day." 

**  Mr.  Hopkins  objected;  other  members  otijeclcd  amidM 
cries  of  'We  have  all  personal  explanations  lo  make.'  " 

These  facts  are  copied  from  the  record  of  our 
proceedings.     That  shows  that  Mr.    Everett  re- 
garded my  resolutions  as  important,  viranted  tine 
to  examine  them,  moved  that  "  they    lie  on  t&e 
table,"  and  then  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House; 
that  he  voted  against  the  resolutions  of  (^ensure, 
and  moved  the  printing  of  extra  copies  to  be  sent 
out  to  the  people,  and  made  efforts  to  .explain  the  > 
remark  quotea  by  the  member  frjm  Virginia,  but 
was  not  permitted  to  do  so.     He  is  now  dead,  and 
the  effort  of  the  member  from  Virginia  to  prm 
that  isolated  and  hasty  remark  into  his  service,  io 
order  to  make  a  second  assault  on  me,  is  bm 
another  evidence  of  the  desperation  lo  which  hi 
was  driven  by  the  exposure  of  his  original  fabri- 
cation.    Although  I  then  felt  and   now  feel  that 
Mr.  Everett  did  me  injustice  in  the  remark  quo- 
ted, I  know  that  he  felt  he  had.  done  himself  a  far 
greater  wrong.     1  know  his  feelings  ond  charac- 
ter, and  will  not  silently  permit  the  member  from 
Virginia,  nor  any  other  man,  to  place  his  action 
in  a  false  light. 

But  the  member  had  recourse  to  the  views  of 
Mr.  Bolts,  who,  though  a  slaveholder,  is  a  gen- 
tleman capable,  when  he  takes  time  to  reflect,  of 
appreciating  the  views  and  sentiments  of  other 
members.  He,  however,  is  living,  and  able  to 
explain  his  own  actions  and  protect  his  own  rep- 
utation. It  is  true,  however,  that  he  drafted  the 
resolutions  of  censure,  and  no  doubt  entertained 
the  views  expressed  in  them.  For  it  is  t  fart 
known  to  all  who  then  mingled  in  the  debates  of 
this  body,  that  the  right  of  discussing  the  consti- 
tutionality of  slavery,  where  it  existed  under  :he 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Governratnt, 
was  not  only  denied  by  slaveholders,  but  by  tli|| 
House.  We  ihea  transacted  all  our  business 
under  gag-rules,  which  were  voted  for  and  sus- 
tained by  many  northern  members,  oa  well  as 
those  from  the  South.  Why,  sir,  as  I  said  on  s 
former  occasion,  the  vote  of  censure  was  not 
passed  on  me  because  my  resolutions  contained 
any  erroneous  principle,  or  any  doctrine  that  vu 
not  true;  but  I  was  censured  for  daring  It  sUw 
truth  ill  thU  Hall.  That  was  the  gist,  the  gtnt- 
men  of  my  offense;  sn  act  which  the  memberfrom 
Virginia  still  appears  to  regard  as  ofTensiv*  «nil 
unconstitutional.  And  this  feeling,  indu! 
Mr.  Bolts,  is  now  cited  by  the  meinlir: 
Virginia — for  what  purpose  f  Certainly  he  couW 
not  suppose  the  resolutions  or  opinions  of  Mr. 
Bolts  in  any  manner  proved  or  tended  to  prbft 
the  truth  of^  his  assertion;  nor  could  he  suppose 
any  member  would  understand  Mr.  Bolts's  views 
OS  in  any  manner  sustaining  his  declaration,  that 
my  resolutions  "  declared  it  lawful  for  negroes  to 
slay  women  and  children."  No,  sir,  I  8upf»« 
he  intended  this  reference  to  Mr.  Everett  and  Mr. 
Bolts  to  cover  his  retreat  from  tlie  gross  misrep- 
resentation he  had  uttered;  but  he  shall  not  escape 
in  that  manner.     I  proceed  to  the  next  point. 

The  member,  in  his  speech  referred  to,  speak- 
ing of  myself  and  my  return  to  this  Hall,  used  the 
following  language:  "  At  ony  rate,  the  gentleman 
did  not  gel  the  resolution  [of  censure]  repealed. 
He  came  back  here,  and  had  the  grace  actually  to 
Oik  Congress  to  repeal  il» resolution."  With  aston- 
ishment at  the  utterance  of  such  an  audacious  fab- 
rication, I  inquired  from  my  seat  in  a  distinct-ioice. 
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"  Does  IhegetitUmiminlendlowuiktsudKm  assertion 
<u  that  onUasftoorV  to  which  he  refused  to  listeni 
but  added,  "  and,  instead  of  getting  the  resolution 
repealed,  the  froposUivn  was  neeiotd  uUH  a  Urud 
lavghfOndtluUiiiasilunigJUtohelheiastofit."  In- 
tending to  put  bim  on  nis  guard,  I  from  ray  teat 
distinctly  announced  that  "/  had  offered  no  such 
rtsoliUion."  To  this  he  coolly  responded,  "No, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not  make  the  propo- 
aitipn,  but  one  of  his  colleagues  did,  I  presume  with 
his' consent." 

In  answer  to  this  aggregation  of  untruths,  I 
could  only  say  that  "  lio  such  transaction  ever 
occurred;  no  such  facts  ever  existed;  that  neither 
myself  nor  any  colleague  ever  presented  any  prop- 
osition of  the  kind;  that  no  such  thought  ever  en- 
tered my  mind,  or  flitted  across  my  imagination. " 
To  this  strongest  denial  of  his  assertion  T  could 
possibly  make  I  added  the  most  direct  and  un- 
qualified charge  of  willful  and  corrupt  misrepre- 
asntation  upon  the  member  which  I  could  utter 
under  parliamentary  law.  And,  in  order  to  do 
him  justice,  I  will  read  such  parts  of  his  reply  as 
have  reference  to  this  point.  He  used  the  follow- 
ing language: 

"  Well,  sir,  I  aaid  Uili  member  ttom  Ohio  offered  a  ren- 
laiion  to  rescind  the  fonner  vote  of  eeiMura.  Now,  Hr. 
Cbmirmui,  [  mm  one  of  those  who  .never  dtwefard  Of  refiiee 
to  recognise  the  act  of  an  if  ent.  1  am  one  uf  Iboee  who 
regard  what  is  done  by  my  tfent  aa  having  lieen  done  by 
raytelf ;  and  if  it  were  necessary  I  coald  give  ynu  law  and 
Latin  to  show  that  it  is  an  established  legal  principle.  1 
amnot  here  to  draw  nice  distineUoas.  I  do  not  split  bain ; 
noTl.  But  the  member  frtHn  Ohioaayshedidnot  offeribis 
resolution.    Welt,  sir,  he  did  not,  but  his  colleaaue  did." 

The  member  was  standing  with  the  Congrss-' 
■ional-Olobe  open  before  himiand  spoke  as  though 
he  had  the  record  of  such  a  resolution.  Well, 
knowing  that  no  such  resolution,  that  no  such 
record  existed,  that  this  new  fiction  was  an  aada-* 
cious  attempt  to  deceive  the  House,  to  wade 
through  his  difficulty  by  new  and  unblushing  fab- 
rications, I  spolce  from  my  seat,  and  the  follow- 
ing colloquy  took  place  between  ua: 

"Mr. SiDDWae.  Will  the  gealleaiaa  read  the resola- 
tion? 

■■  Mr.  SmTB.    Tou  may  aead  it  if  you  wish. 

"Mr.  6iDi>iiis*.    Either  read  it  or  back  out. 

<•  Mr.  SatTB  I  bavi  the  resolation  be<bce  me,  and  I 
will  not  back  ouu 

<•  Mr.  GiDoiKos.    There  is  no  such  resolution. 

•'Mr.  Smith.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  such  resniutien  in 
express  temu,  but  it  was  deelgned  indirectly  to  accomplish 
(be  purpose  i  have  suied;  for.  If  received  by  the  Hooae, 
that  would  revoke  the  censure,  and  that  will  explain  what 
follows  bcreafler.  ' 

"Mr.  GiDDinos.    Read  it. 

<<  Mr.  Smith    I  will  notread  it.' 

Every  member  must  have  been  struck  writh  the 
audacity  which  could  prompt  a  man  to  stand  thus 
in  the  presence  of  this  body,  and  assert  that  he 
had  such  a  resolution  before  him,  when  he  had 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Nothing  holding  any  rela- 
tion to  such  resolution.  When  driven  to  the  wall 
he  was  constrnined  to  resort  to  other  and  further 
fiabrications,  saying,  "  I  have  refused  to  read  the 
resolution  because  die  whole  debate  to  which  h 
fKfe  rise,  would  have  to  be  read  in  order  to  make 
It  intelligible.  /  Aave  the  resolution  btfore  me,  and 
the  whtilU  proceeding  in  eonneclian  ieith  it. "  Now, 
air,  will  it  be  believed  that  any  man  has  found 
his  wdy  to  this  Hall,  who  coufd  stand  here  and 
utter  such  audacious  untruths  in  the  face  of  this 
body.''  Yet  when  told  that  he  had  no  such  resolu- 
Hon,  that  he  could  not  read  it,  that  it  n<r<r  existed, 
he  cooly  admitted  his  own  turpitude  by  passing 
on  to  other  remarks.  All  present  must  nave  been 
conscious  that  he  was  guilty  of  these  consecntire 
fictions.  His  manner,  his  tone,  his  countenance, 
bore  testimony  to  the  deep  depravity  of  his  in- 
tentions. He  went  on  ta  aay,  "/  rteodeel  token 
he  [Mr.  Goode]  got  up  and  i^krtd  Ae  ruofulions, 
there  was  one  general  (ougk  (^eiifkoiit  the  House. " 
I  need  not  say  to  those  who  were  then  present, 
that  Mr.  Qoode  presented  no  such  resolution; 
that  the  member  from  Virginia  could,  therefore, 
recollect  no  such  transaction;  that  there  was  no 
laugh  throughout  the  Hall  at  his  presenting  such 
resolution.  All  who  witnessed  the  appearaneer, 
tone,  manner,  and  countenance  of  the  member 
must  have  been  convinced  that  he  had  no  such 
resolution,  nor  recotdt  therefore  he  could  neither 
read  nor  exhibit  it. 

A  meeting  of  the  people  was  held  in  the  county 
where  I  reside,  at  whien  strong  resolutions  were 
adopted  in  reference  to  the  censure  passed  upon 
myself  in  this  body.  The  proceedings  of  that 
meeting  were  forwarded  to  Hon.  Patrick  •  G. 


Goode,  a  member  from  Ohio,  who,  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  then  and  now  followed,  filed 
them  as  petitions  with  the  Clerk.  I  need  not  say 
that  proceedings  of  primary  meetings  were  then 
treated  aa  they  now  are,  like  petitions.  The  filing 
of  these  proceedings  with  the  Clerk  was  done 
quietly,  without  any  motion,  and  without  notice 
by  any  other  member.  The  next  morning  Mr. 
Botts,  thinking  the  resolutions  too  strong  in  lan- 
guage, moved  to  amend  the  Journal;  not,  as  the 
meniber  from  Virginia  states,  to  sifike  out  any 
portion  of  those  proceediiies.  The  motion  prevailed 
by  a  vote  of  88  to  75.  Now,  the  whole  relation 
which  the  member  professed  to  give  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Goode's  presenting  a  resolution  to  repeal  the 
censure  passed  on  me,  the  laugh  which  he  says  en- 
sued, the  motion  to  strike  out  a  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, has  no  allusion  to  any  real  transaction. 
Nothing  of  that  character  ever  took  place. 

But  it  is  passible  that  I  do  not  regard  the  state- 
ments of  the  member  with  proper  duirity;  for  he 
appears  to  have  had  no  very  clear  perception  of 
his  own  statements  or  turpitude.  He  says  such 
was  the  loathsome,  vile,  miserable,  contemptible 
character  of  the  prpe(e<{tiigt,.that  the  House  struck 
out  the  objectionable  paragraph.  He  had  pre- 
viously made  no  reference  to  any  proceemngs 
whatever,  except  to  those  of  this  House;  and  I 

firesume  he  did  not  intend  to  stigmatise  those  as 
oathsome,  vile,  and  contemptible.  He  could 
hardly  have  termed  the  imaginary  resolution  of 
Mr.  uoode,  which,  he  says,  was  to  repeal  the 
resolution  of  censure  proetediitfs.  If,  therefore, 
he  had  any  real  proceedings  in  his  mind,  they 
must  have  been  those  of  the  meeting  .to  w.hieh  I 
have  referred,  cod  which  this  House  refused  to 
place  on  the  journal,  but  which  are  recorded  in 
the  Congreaoional  Oloba  of  that  day.  Now,  sir, 
after  the  lapse  of  twelve  Tears,  I  will  call  atten- 
tion to  those  resolutions  of  the  people,  of  a  con- 
stituency who  sent  me  to  represent  them.  And  I 
submit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  nation  whether  ihat 
people  did  not  exhibit  mora  knowledge  of  the 
principles  on  which  our  Government  was  founded 
a  better  appreciation  of  the  duties  of  Congress,, 
than  did  the  ninety-eight  members  of  this  House 
who  refused  to  listen  to  their  views. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions: 

"  JlsselMd,  That  onr  thlhen,  at  the -expanse  9t  mnch 
blood  and  Ueasure,  eaiaUished  a  represcntaUve  form  of  gor- 
emnieni.  Id  which  the  voice  of  ibff  people  was  rooognized 
aa  the  controlling  power. 

"  S.  That  the  ligbl  of  representation  having  been  pur- 
cbaaed  by  the  best  blood  of  our  aneestora,  can  only  be  aar- 
tendered  by  the  bast  blood  of  ibair  ofbpring. 

"  3.  That  to  the  maintenance  of  oar  Oovemment  in  its 
represeolaUve  form  we  solemnly  pledge  onr  Uvea,  oar  <ttl- 
lanes  and  oar  honor. 

"4.  That  every  atuunpt  to  abridge  the  tight  of  the  people 
to  be  heard  through  their  representatives  in  our  Halls  of 
legislation  is  anU-republican  Incompatible  with  our  institn- 
lions,  subversive  of  Amcricaa  liberty,  and  revotatiaaary  In 
its  teudncy. 

"  6.  That  the  vote  of  censure  passed  upon  lbs  Hon. 
Josmi  E.  GinDiaas  on  the  ^d  March,  \Hi,  was  a  fla- 
grant violation  of  our  rights,  and  the  righla  of  oar  State, 
sttbvanive  of  the  mum  imponant  feature  of  oar  Oovera- 
meni,  and  should  be  regarded  as  the  eonunencement  of  an 
important  revolution. 

"  C.  That  while  those  concerned  In  thf  slave  trade  upon 
the  high  seas,  demand  of  the  Federal  Govemmeni  protec- 
tion Ibr  that  traac,  the  ealtleetia  a  legitimaia  mailer  of 
discussioa  both  In  Congress  and  asgong  the  people. 

"  7.  That  we  call  upon  the  friends  arre))resentaUve  gov- 
ernment in  Uiia  and  in  oiber  Stales  of  this  Union  to  ex- 
press their  views  upon  the  lata  highhanded  measure  by 
which  the  rights  of  Uie  people  of  this  district  have  been 
grossly  violated. 

"  8.  That  in  a  particular  manner  we  call  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  Ihe  Kicbmood  district,  Virginia,  to  say  whether 
they  desire  la  deny  to  us  Ibe  right  of  expressing  Uinngh 
our  Represeniaiivf  our  views  aa  lo  our  obligations  to 
maintain  the  slave  trade,  while  ibey  demand  of  us  through 
the  Federal  Government  to  support  such  commerce,  even 
at  die  expsnse  of  war* 

"  9.  That  Ihe  real  issue  before  the  people  is,  shall  they  be 
allowed  id  express  their  views  upon  questions  of  nalioaal 
policy,  Including  those  of  peace  and  war? 

"  IV.  That  as  brethren  of  die  same  repablican  fkmily,  we 
call  upon  those  who  voted  lo  censure  our  Kepiesenudve 
to  declare  whether  diay  wish  lo  maintain  Ibe  slave  trade 
upon  the  high  seas  with  our  wealth  and  our  lives ;  aod  at 
Ihe  same  lime,  to  deny  lo  us  itae  expression  of  sootiments 
through  our  BrpreseniaUves. 

"  11.  That  Ihe  question  now  proposed  to  the  people  of 
the  nation,  is  one  which  should  be  considefed  paramount 
to  all  party  consideniioas.  Involving  the  most  vital  princi- 
ples 01  our  Oovemmenuand  demanding  Ihe  united  support 
of  all  patriou  in  supporTof  the  people's  rights." 

The  tone  and  feeling,  the  doctrine,  of  these  res- 
olutions appear  to  be  appropriate  to  the  present 
time.  I  refer  to  them  with  pride.  They  express 
the  views  which  that  people  entertained  twelve 
years  rince,  and  to  which  they  stilt  adhkre.    Sir, 


bad  the  other  portions  of  the  free  States  then 
spoken  as  my  constituents  spoke,  we  should  not 
have  now  seen  the  Missouri  compromise  repealed. 

The  member  from  Virginia  must  have  referred 
to  these  resolutions,  if  he  referred  xo  imything, 
when  he  declared  the  praeetdingf  loalhsame,  viS, 
miseraUe,  contemptible.  He  wos  one  who  had  at- 
tempted to  control  my  action..  He  was  one  whose 
action  was  denounced  by  the  people.  I  will  not 
place  his  action  in  contrast  with  the  tone  and  doc- 
trine of  the  resolutions  just  read.  I-  should  b« 
guilty  of  injusMLto  the  men  who  composed  that 
meebng  weit  iWdo  that.  But  I  do  not  heaiuta 
to  contrast  their  sound  constitutional  and  stateo- 
manlike  views  with  those  expressed  by  this  body. 
Sir,  the  country  has,  with  almost  unanimous  voice, 
approved  the  doctrines  of  that  people,  and  con- 
demned those  of  this  body.  The  history  of  this 
transaction  will  long  stand  as  one  of  the  proudeat 
rhonuments  of  popular  intelligence,  of  popular  in- 
dependence, that  lias  ever  fbu|)^  a  place  in  the 
history  of  this  or  of  any  other  government.  The 
member  from  Virginia  has  said  that  that  peopta 
were  worthy  of  me.  Sir,  the  proudest  eptUph  I 
desire  to  be  recorded  upon  my  tomb  will  be  that  f 
teas  worthy  qfthe  people  lokom  /  represented. 

But  I  do  not  blame  the  member  from  Virginia 
for  refusing  to  read  these  resolutions.  His-enror 
consisted  m  referring  to  them,'  in  representing 
them  aa  asking  Congress  to  repeal  its  vote  of 
censure.  Sir,  they  ask  nothing  of  Congress. 
Their  language  is  that  of  dignifiea  rebuke.  They 
spokaaa  becomes  a  people  when  they  address  their 
servants.  My  constituents  supplicate  no  earthly 
power.  It  was  their  independent  intelligence  which 
then  thrilled  the  nation,  and  caused  t^e  members 
who  censured  their  Representative  lo  recede  from 
their  positions.  It  was  this  record  which  the  mem- 
ber held  before  him  when  thacolloquy  took  place 
between  us,  in  which  I  said  " Readit.arbadc  out;"^ 
to  which  he  replied,  "  /  have  the  resolution  brf&rt 
me."  In  saying  this,  the  member  could  not  have 
acted  ignofaotly.  He  muat  have  been  conacioua 
at  the  nme  that  he  was  uttering  a  deliberate  mis- 
representation. It  is  my  duty  to  expose  theke  fab- 
rications. He  has  boasted  that  he  was  one*  Gov- 
ernor of  the  old  Commonwealth  of  Virginia;  h* 
professes  to  be  a  leader  of  the  Slaveholding  party 
in  this  House;  be  tells  us  of  his  devotion  to  tha 
Democratic  party  and  to  alaveryj  aa  though  they 
were  identical;  and  it  becomea  my  duty  to  hold 
np  the  mirror  to  him,  that  he  may  contemplate  the- 
light  in  which  he  stands,  and  that  the  country  may 
know  the  claims  which  he  possesses  to  publie 
confidence. 

I  Tnust  pasa  over  many  pointa  of  trifling  im- 
portance, in  order  to  notice  a  few  of  the  moat 
prominent  untruths  put  forth  by  the  member. 
Tacitly  admitting  the  falsehood  ofhis  original  as- 
sertion, and  of  his  various  fictions,  brought  forth 
to  cover  a  dishonorable  retreat  from  disgraceful 
positions,  he  proceeded  to  assail  me  on  another 
point.    I  give  his  words: 

"  But  such  was  the  howling  storm  of  Indignation  in  this 
entire  Hall,  such  was  the  deep  abhorrence  of  tlie  vile  and 
atrocious  conduct  of  that  member,  that  he.  in  view  bf  tlial 
storm,  and  shrinking  from  it,  asked  if  he  had  the  power  la 
wttbdiaw  hia  reaoludons." 

If  the  record  of  that  event  does  not  show  that  I  - 
met  the  "  howling  storm"  to  which  he  refers  with- 
out shrinkiiig,  I  must  submit  to  the  imputation. 
My  mind  dwelt,  at  the  time,  on  the  Constitution 
of  our  country;  upon  my  rights;  upon  the  riehta 
of  the  people.  I  .waa  not,  indeed ,  conacioua  oi  the 
*■  howling  storm"  to  which  he  refers.  I  had  not  ' 
dreamed  that  any  one  saw  cause  to  shrink  or 
tremble  on  the  occasion  alluded  to.  I  have  no 
ambition,  however,  to  vindicate  my  reputation  for 
courage.  The  bull-dog  or  wild  boar  possess  as 
much  of  that  aa  the  member  from  Virginia;  yet,  sir, 
even  on  that  point  the  member  shall  not  escape 
from  an  exposure  of  his  misrepresentation.  I 
would  give  him  to  understand  that  mendacity, 
when  exhibited  even  upon  hiattera  unimportant, 
cannot  escape  notice;  if  put  forth  by  way  ofassanlt 
upon  a  fellow-member. 

By  referring  to  the  history  of  our  legislation  in 
1842,  it  win  be  seen  that  we  were  then  acting  under 
gag-rules,  as  already  stated.  That  no  member 
was  permitted  to  assert  his  views  as  to  the  relation 
whidn  the  people  of  the  free  Slates  held  to  tha 
institution  of  slavery.  I  waa  perfectly  a  ware  of  tha . 
irritation  which  would  be  caUed  forth  by  the  pre- 
aantalionofmyreaoIvtioB*.    ThiiyastatdtfBanca 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1358 


THE  CONGRESSIO! 


lune 


the  gag-rulee,  and  all  efforta  to  suopress  the  free-  | 
dom  of  debate.  They  hurled  defiance  at  the 
tyranny  which  then  ruled  this  body,  and  repudi- 
ated all  Executivediclalion.  I  was  anxious,  ho  w- 
eTer,  to  secure  the  support  of  as  many  members 
in  favor  of  my  positions  as  1  could.  1  desired  to 
lay  them  before  the  House  for  deliberate  consider- 
ation, intending  to  call  them  up  for  action  after 
they  had  been  examined  by  the  members.  I 
therefore  stated  my  object  when  I  rose  to  present 
them.  In  proof  of  this  fact,  I  quote  from  the 
Congressional  Globe.of  the  amj^ych,  1842: 

"  Mr.  GlDDlsoH  Faid  he  had  a  sprica  of  resolulionc  upon 
n  iubjcot  which  had  excited  some  interest  in  the  other  end 
of  the  Capitol,  and  in  the  nation.  He  de»ired  to  lay  then) 
before  Uie  country,  and  would  call  them  up  for  action  at  the 
next  opportunity.''  ; 

But  a  political  opponent,  acting  with  the  member 
from  Virginia,  moved  the  previous  question  on 
their  adoption.  This  was  what  I  desired  to  avoid. 
I  was  perfectly  aware  that,  under  the  irritation  of 
the  moment — such  as  that  exkibited  by  Mr.  Eve- 
rett, and  others — gentlemen  would  commit  them- 
selves against  doctrines  which  they  would  after- 
wards, in  their  reflecting  monients,  acknowledge 
to  be  correct.  Mr.  Everett,  as  already  shown, 
deprecated  hasty  action.  Qlhers  desired  me  to 
withdraw  them,  in  order  that  they  might  receive 
a  more  deliberate  consideration.  Mr.  Fillmore, 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  inquired  pub- 
licly of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  not  be  in  order 
for  him  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  GiD- 
DiKGs]  Jo  icillulraw  the  resolutions?  Mr.  Fillhiore 
was  a  political  friend;  so  was  Mr.  Everett,  and  so 
were  others  who  desired  me  to  withdraw  the  res- 
olutions, not  on  account  of  the  "  howling  indig- 
nation" of  the  member  from  Virginia,  or  those 
who  acted  with  him,  but  from  a  desire  to  consider 
the  subject  deliberately  before  voting  upon  it.  I 
then  distinctly  inquired  of  the  Chair,  myself,  if  I 
had  the  right  to  withdraw  them;  he  replied  that  I 
had.    I  quote  from  the  Globe: 

"  Mr.  GiDDisos  said  that  when  he  had  riaen  to  offer  his 
resolutions  he  had  distinctly  stated  that  they  were  impon- 
anl,  and  that  he  merely  laid  tliem  liefore  the  House. 

"  fCrics  of  '  Not  in  order  !    Sit  down  I'] 

"The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  will  either  withdraw 
his  resolutions  or  not.  ' 

"  Mr.  GiDDLSos.    1  was  merely  stating  why  I  was  about 

"The  Speaker.    It  is  not  in  order;  the  gentleman  will 
either  withdraw  them  or  not. 
<*  Mr.  GiDDiNus  withdrew  his  resolutions." 

Now,  sir,  with  this  record  before  the  country, 
the  member  from  Virginia  attempts  to  represent 
me  as  frightened  into  a  withdrawal  of  the  resolu- 
tions. Sir,  1  repeat  what  I  said  the  other  day, 
that  none  but  paltroona.  suspect  the  firmness  of 
those  around  them.  Why,  sir,  suppose  I  had 
been  the  veriest  coward  living,  does  that  prove  the 
truth  of  his  mendacious  allack  ?  Or  does  it  change 
the  doctrine,  the  constitutional  views  expressed  in 
my  resolutions.'  However  great  a  coward  1  may 
be,  it  has  been  my  desire  that  he  should  have  no 
just  causeof  complaint  against  me  on  that  account. 

It  is  true  that  the  member  did  offer  me  the  per- 
sonal insult  which  he  states.  In  going  out  of  the 
Hall,  after  taking  leave  of  some  personal  friends, 
I  passed  the  seat  of  Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  at  that 
time  a  Representative  from  Vii^inia.  The  mem- 
ber now  tiiaking  this  attack  was  engaged  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  AVise,  with  whom  I  exchanged 
those  friendly  expressions  common  among  gentle- 
men. The  member,  as  he  intimated  in  his  remarks, 
looked  me  in  the  face,  and  appeared  to  be  inter- 
ested in  what  was  passing  between  Mr.  Wise  and 
myself.  I  had  then  very  little  acquaintance  with 
him,  and  knew  not  but  he  had  been  bred  among 
gentlemen,  and  Instructed  in  the  ordinary  civili- 
ties of  life.  To  have  passed  him  rudely,  without 
notice,  would  not  only  have  been  just  cause  of 
offense  to  him,  but  Mr.  Wise,  his  colleague,  and 
apparent  friend,  would  eilso  have  had  cause  to  com- 

filain.  I  therefore  extended  my  hand  to  take  my 
eave  of  him  in  the  ordinary  manner.  He  refused 
my  hand,  and  returned  my  politeness  by  that 
coarse  insult;  and  now  he  boasts  of  his  vulgarity 
in  refusing  to  respond  to  my  courtesy.  I  have  no 
regrets  at  having  treated  him  decently.  I  do  not 
think  the  man  lives  to  whom  I  would  oiler  an 
insult.  It  is  related  of  a  veteran  o/Hcer  of  an  hun- 
dred battles,  that  when  an  epauleted  upstart,  on  a 
sudden  ofl°ense,  spat  in  his  face,  he  coolly  wiped 
it  off,  saying,  "  If  I  could  wipe  the  stain  of  your 
blood  fi'om  my  soul  as  easily  as  I  can  this  spittle 
from  my  face,  your  life  should  atone  for  the  in- 


sult." I  would  ever  follow  that  example  rather 
than  administer  a  just  chastisement  upon  one 
whose  mind  has  never  been  trained  to  observe  the 
moral  duties  of  life.  Indeed,  1  entertained  no  un- 
kind feelings  for  the  member.  My  emotions  were 
those  of  pity  for  that  education  which  could  lead 
him  to  boast  of  an  act  of  boorish  malignity,  for 
which  I  think  any  man  bred  in  decent  societjr  would 
have  sought  to  apologize  on  the  first  occasion. 

The  member,  in  his  first  attack,  stated  that  I 
was  reelected  after  my  resignation  by  only  a  ma- 
jority of  two  thousand  votes,  &c.,  and  when  I' 
told  him  my  majority  was  more  than  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred,  he  then  said  that  was  merely 
the  pluralily  by  which  I  was  elected;  that  there 
were  two  candidates  opposed  to  me.  In  this  state- 
ment there  is  not  one  tcorrf  of  truth.  There  was  but 
one  opposing  candidate.  This  fabrication  is  of 
no  other  importance,  however,  than  to  show  his 
propensity  to  state  matters  which  never  existed. 
The  member  also  attempts  to  alter  the  record  by 
saying  that  my  colleague  [Mr.  Goode]  prevented 
me  from  attempting,  while  on  trial,  "to  i^ftnd  my- 
self, nllhovgh  the  opportunity  was  again  and  again 
tendered  me."  So  far  from  being  true,  this  state- 
ment is  entirely  contradicted  by  the  record.  Mr. 
Botts,  of  Virginia,  originally  introduced  the  reso- 
lution of  censure,  but  being  declared  out  of  order, 
he  handed  it  to  Mr.  Wkller,  of  my  State.  I  quote 
from  the  Congressional  Globe: 

"  Mr.  Wei.i.er  rose  in  his  place  and  offered  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Dotls. 

"And  the  resolution  having  been  read, 

"  Mr.  Weller  nioVcd  the  previous  question." 

And,  after  some  inquiries  of  the  Speaker,  Ac, 
"  Mr.  Weller  *<aid  lie  lind  moved  the  previous  question 

when  he  offered  the  resolution. 
*<The  Speaker  said  he  was  aware  that  the   previous 

qucBiioD  was  moved  on  the  resolution,  but  to  entertain  it 

would  certainly  cut  off  tlic  gentleman  from  Ohio  [.Mr.  GlD- 

DINUS]  from  speaking  in  liis  own  defense." 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Weller  made  a  short 
speech,  at  the  close  of  which  he  said  he  would 
withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
provided  I  would  then  go  on  with  my  defense,  and 
with  the  understanding,  also,  that  when  1  was 
through  the  vote  should  be  taken.  I  now  resume 
the  account  given  in  the  Globe: 

["  cries  of  ■  No  understandings,  we  will  have  no  under- 
standings.'] 

"  The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  will  either  withdraw 
the  demand  or  not. 

"  Mr.  Weller  not  withdrawing  unconditionally  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

"  Mr.  GiDDiNos  ro.«te  and  addressed  th^  Chair. 

"The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order,  the 
House  having  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  de- 
cided that  the  rules  in  relation  to  Uie  previous  question 
should  be  rigidly  enforced." 

And  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

I  quote  the  record  to  show  that  the  member  who 
moved  the  resolution  of  censure  demanded  the 
previous  question  at  the  moment  the  resolution 
was  read;  that  he  refused  to  Mnlhdraw  it  when  in- 
\  formed  that  it  would  cut  me  off  from  my  defense. 
The  member  who  did  this,  soon  after  wrote  a  let- 
ter, which  was  published  in  my  district,  with  the 
i  evident  purpose  to  defeat  my  reelection.     In  that 
I  letter  he  substantially  asserts  that  I  had  the  privi- 
lege of  defending  myself.    This  letter,  written  for 
electioneering  purposes,  has  recently  reappeared 
I  in  the  Executive  organ  of  this  city.     The  author 
!  is  now  a  Senator  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
I  and  is  supposed  to  have  furnished  the  letter  in 
question  to  aid  his  friend,  the  member  who  now 
i  attempts  to  falsify  the  history  of  our  past  Miction. 
i  Sir,  I  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  there  stands 
the  record.     It  was  made  up  twelve  years  since, 
and  no  Senator  or  member  of  this  body  has  power 
to  alter  it.     No  subterfuge,  no  evasion,  no  false 
representation,  can  modify  or  change  it.     Under 
the  previous  question   my  lips  were  settled;  the 
vote  was  taken,  and   the  resolution  of  censure 
adopted. 

There  were  propositions  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  to  hear  my  defense;  propositions  to  have 
me  heard  by  unanimous  consent;  but  not  one  of 
those  motions  was  adopted  by  the  House,  nor 
was  the  question  even  propounded  to  the  House 
on  one  of  them.  Yet  these  propositions  of  indi- 
vidual members  have  been  seized  upon,  and  rep- 
resented to  be  offers  tendered  by  the  House  to  hear 
me;  and  when  theSenator  towhomlhavereferred, 
or  the  member  who  assails  me,  are  driven  to  des- 
peration  on   this  point,   they  seek  to  covyr  up 


their  misrepresentations  by  referring  to  these 
propositions  of  individuals,  who  spoke  for  them- 
selves alone;  but  it  is  my  intention  not  to  leave 
them  even  that  subterfuge  through  which  to  make 
a  dishonorable  retreat.  Just  as  the  vote  was  about 
to  be  taken  on  the  resolution  of  censure — 1  quota 
from  the  Globe: 

"Mr.  Cahpbell,  of  Soutli  Carolina,  said  he  ^ould 
move,  by  general  consent,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  GiDDiivas]  be  heard  in  his  defense. 

"  Mr.  BARlfAftD.     I  object. 

"  The  Speaker.    The  motion  cannot  be  entertained. 

"  Mr.  Pekdleton  asked  to  be  excused  from  vodnf ,  and 
after  assigning  his  reasons,  he  withdrew  his  motion. 

"Mr.  GiDDiNGs  tlien  rose,  and  said  :  I  stand  before  tbe 
House  in  a  peculiar  situation 

"  Marx  a.  Cooper  objected  to  Mr.  Giddikos  fftoeccd- 
ing." 

I  felt  no  disposition  to  be  trifled  with;  sjid  i 
added  a  caption  to  what  I  had  written  and  intendei 
saying,  and  sent  it  to  the  reporter,  who  inserted  it 
in  his  journal  of  the  proceedings,  from  which  T 
now  read : 

"To  THE  Reporter  or  the  tsTELLtoENcER — When 
I  rose  so  o(\en  during  the  confusion  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  this  day,  and  was  so  often  cslled  to  order,  the 
Inst  time  by  Mark  A.  Cooper,  of  Geor^jia,  1  had  u-ntt'-n 
out  and  desired  to  have  staled  to  tbe  House  what  roliows  : 

"Mr.  Speaker,  I  stand  before  the  House  in  a  peculiar 
situation.  It  is  proposed  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  upon 
me,  substantially  for  the  reason  that  1  differ  in  opinion  fhm 
R  majority  of  the  members.  The  vote  is  about  to  tie  takeo 
without  giving  me  time  to  be  heard,  ft  were  idle  for  me 
to  say  that  I  am  ignorant  of  the  disposition  of  a  majority  to 
pass  the  resolution.    I  have  h^'<  assailed  ia  ■ 

personal  manner,  but  have  no  i'  ■  t>einf  beard 

in  reply.     1  do  not  stand  here  a-  t<>  crave  any 

favor,  or  to  ask  mercy  at  the  hand^  ol members  ;  but  in  the 
name  of  an  insulted  constituency,  in  behalf  of  one  of  the 
sovereign  State*  of  this  I.'nion,  in  h'-Iirilf  nfilie  people  and 
of  the  Constitution,  I  demand  ;i  i  -.  eahly  to  tbe 

rights  guarantied  to  me,  and  in  t  utde  of  pro- 

ceeding.   1  accept  of  no  other  jtrir.  ■   receive  so 

OTBER  COURTESY." 

I  read  this  to  show  that  I  was  not  permitted 
even  to  demand  my  rights,  nor  to  express  my 
contempt  for  the  insulting  propositions  of  iniiivitf- 
uals  to  hear  me  by  unanimous  consent,  while  they 
voted  for  the  previous  question  in  order  to  seal  my 
lips.  Now,  sir,  if  the  member  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Smith,]  or  the  Senator  from  California,  IMr. 
Weller,]  intended  to  say  that  the  privilege  of 
defending  myself  was  tendered  me  by  the  House, 
or  by  any  vote  or  action  of  that  body,  such 
assertion  is  most  distinctly  and  emphatically  con- 
tradicted by  the  record.  If  they  intend  to  say 
that  the  vote  which  sustained  the  previous  ques- 
tion did  not  by  parliamentary  rules  cut  me  ofl° from 
all  defense,  then  I  reply  that  such  declaration  is 
equMly  opposed  to  the  record  and  to  truth.  Or  if 
they  intern]  to  Eay  that  I  could  have  been  heard 
by  unanimous  consent,  they  are  equally  unfortu- 
nate in  contradicting  the  record;  for  that  shows 
distinctly  that  objections  were  made  up  to  the 
moment  of  taking  the  vote  on  the  resoltition  of 
censure.  That  1  repeatedly  attempted  to  speak, 
and  was  as  often  silenced.  I  feel  constrained  to 
meet  all  these  unworthy  efforts  to  falsify  the  his- 
tory of  that  transaction.  Gentlemen  should  un-  ■ 
derstand  that  here  men  act  not  merely  for  the  day, 
but  for  all  coming  time;  we  are  hourly  writing 
our  own  biographies;  and  as  they  are  written  they 
1  must  descend  to  our  successors. 
j  The  letter  of  the  Senator  [Mr.  Weller]  is  very 
I  long,  and  embraces  many  things  of  a  personal 
j  character  to  which  I  feel  no  desire  to  reply;  but  I 
refer  to  this  point,  on  which  he  attempted  to 
I  change  the  record  of  facts.  To  his  personal  attacks 
the  people  responded  at  the  time.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  thot  /  remained  at  my  post  here.  He  left.  He 
then  appealed  to  the  people  of  our  State  to  elect 
him  Governor.  They  did  not  sustain  his  appeal, 
and  he  left  our  State.  In  process  of  time  he  ap- 
peared in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  from  a  dis- 
tant State,  and  now  furnishes  the  member  from 
Virginia  with  a  scurrilous  letter  to  aid  him  in  hi* 
1  work  of  mendacity. 

But  the  member,  again,  tacitly  admitting  his 

original  charge  to  have  been  a  fabrication,  which 

I  he  could  not  explain  or  justify,  has  recourse  to 

other  misrepresentations — charging  me  with  dia- 

1  obeying  the  in.itructions  of  my  con-stiluents.  Well, 

j  sir,  if  true,  it  would  appear  that  those  constituents 

were  the  proper  persons  to  complain,  and  not  the 

member  from  Virginia.   Indeed,  such  a  complaint 

from  him  looks  very  suspicious.    At  the  meeting 

of  our  people,  to  which  I  have  referred,  honorable 

B.  F.  Wade,  now  a  Senator  in  the  other  end  of 

the  Capitol,  offered  the  following  resolution: 
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"  Retolv*i,  Tbat  the  Hon-  Joieda  R.  GisoiHoa,  on  hia 
ntora  to  Cohnreaa,  be,  and  iaberaby,tiutnieted,  at  tbe  Drat 
ooment  ifter  tt  ahall  M  in  order,  to  offer  the  Identical  rea- 
olntioiw  over  again  wUcta  he  belbre  offered,  and  ineiatliiat 
die  Bonae  of  kepreaentativea  act  upon  them  bjr  a  direct 
TOte." 

It  was,  1  believe,  un'animously  adopted.  It  is 
true,  however,  that  I  did  not  present  the  resolu- 
tions, and  the  member  from  Virginia  assails  me 
in  no  gentle  terras  for  failing;  to  present  them.  But 
his  language  is  so  characteristic,  that  I  prefer  to 
give  it  verbatim.      He  says,  speaking  of  myself: 

"  tnatrucled  bj  bla  beloved  eonatltuenta !  Did  he  obey 
tbat  inalruction  ?  No.air;  hia  white-livered  heart  sitnllted 
Itom  it.  He  even  diaregarded  tbe  inatraetiona  of  his  dear 
nd  naeb  loved  peoplo,  who  eeal  him  here,  with  inatrae- 
tiona to  carry  out  bla  orifinal  porpoae.  Bif ,  air,  with  pridtf 
and  conaeonence,  and  olTended  feeling,  be  left  itatlHall 
with  a  determination  to  do  or  die.  He  waa  backed  up  by 
hto  people  at  homei-betler  men  than  bimaelf,  I  have  no 
dottlit,  yet  when  he  came  into  the  pMwnee  of  the  mafeety 
of  the  Bmreaentativee  of  the  American  people,  be  auatled ; 
yee,  air,  be  quailed  befbre  it,  and  did  not  obey  hia  inatrac- 
Dona,  or  carry  out  bla  original  pnrpoae."  , 

Well,  sir,  I  am  not  about  to  deny  that  I 
quailed  before  the  majesty  of  Buch  Representatives 
OS  the.member  who  thus  attacks  me.  Professions 
of  courage,  or  denial  of  cowardice,  are  of  little 
importance,  whether  uttered  by  him  or  myself. 
The  record  must  Bear  testimony  to  the  port  and 
bearing  of  members  here.  But  this  attack  de- 
mands (bat  1  shall  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  body 
and  the  country  am  important  fact  hitherto  unpub- 
lished. 1  returned  to  this  Hal!  instructed  as  I 
have  shown.  The  intention  which  I  entertained 
was  well  understood  by  all,  both  fri«nds  and  foes, 
08  the  member,  when  referring  to  me,  said:  "'  /( 
/keaa  undtntood  that  he  xoovUd  come  bade  here  and  re- 
new his  resolvtions. "  I  couW, however,  only  pre- 
■entthem  in  order,  when  my  State  should  be  called 
for  resolutions,  under  the  rule  which  required  the 
States  to  be  cedled  for  that  purpose  on  each  altern- 
ate Monday.  Yet  the  business  of  the  Hou^e  was 
under  the  control  of  the  majority.  That  majority 
had  voted  to  censure  me  for  introducing  my  resolu- 
tions, and  they  knew  that  the  first  moment  Ohio 
should  be  called  I  should  again  present  them,  and 
put  gentlemen  to  the  test  of  eitiier  censuring  me 
aeain  or  of  receding  from  the  position  they  had 
taken. 

Nowt  sir,  I  do  not  say  thiA  those  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  members  were  held  in  fear  by  me, 
or  that  they  trembled  before  me,  but  I  do  sav 
that  they  evaded  that  nUe  which,  if  observed,  would 
hate  permitted  me  (o  jnU-them  to  the  test  which  I  de- 
tigned.  On  each' alternate  Monday  of  that  entire 
•ession  I  sat  at  my  desk  with  my  resolutions  be- 
fore me,  hoping  and  desiring  most  ardently  on 
opportunity  to  UH  the  mor  J  firmness  Af  those 
who  censured  me  by  constraining  them  either  to 
TOte  another  censure,  or  to  acknowledge  their  error 
before  the  world.  There  was  no  earthly  considera- 
tion within  my  power  that  I  would  not  have  given 
for  the  privilege  of  thus  exhibiting  the  etatesman- 
abip  of  those  who  attempted  to  dictate  my  course 
on  this  Qoor.  But,  sir,  it  was  all  in  vain.  The 
majority  had  control  .of  the  businea*,  and  they 
*woidd  not  suffer  the  States  to  be  oidled  for  resolu- 
tions. They  were  too  wary  to  be  placed  in  the 
dilemma  which  I  contemplated.  During  that  en- 
tire session,  after  my  return  to  this  body  the  rule 
to  wbicb-I  refer  was  violated,  and  no  call  forreso- 
Itttiona  was  permitted. 

,  Nor  was  that  an  end  of  this  singular  exhibition 
of  legislative  svasioi).  We  again  assembled  in  the 
fol^wing  December.  The  rules  of  the  body  re- 
quired the  States  to  be  called  for  resolutions  on 
each  of  the  first  thirty  days  of  the  session,  and  on 
eoeh  alternate  Monday  afterwards.  During  that 
whole  session,  too,  I  was  prepared  to  test  the  firm- 
neas  of  the  majority  who  had  eeosured  me.  But 
daring  that  entire  period  the  House  was  not  c«lled 
for  resolutions;  the  rule*  were  again  violated  ahd 
wholly  disregarded,  and  the  presentation  of  my 
nmlntions  avoided .  I  repeat,  Mere  standi  the  record. 
It  diows  these  violations  of  therule,  these  subter- 
fuges, these  evasions  by  a  majority  of  this  body, 
in  order  to  escape  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the 
attitude  they  had  assumed,  or  of  backing  outfrom 
the  obviona  error  into  which  they  had  fallen. 

And  now,  sir,  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  years, 
the  member  from  Virgbiia,  one  of  that  majority, 
charges  me  with  skulkine  from  the  preseiitation 
of  my  resolutions;  with  disregarding  the  instruc- 
tions of  my  constituents.  Let  the  record  of  that 
day  declfuv  who  akvlked,  who  evaded,  who  dodged. 
Gtvtainly  no  member  was  afraid  of  me;  no  one 


trembled  before  me;  but  they  feared  the  force 
and  power  of  truth^f  justice— of  the  popular  will. 
He  says  I  qumUed  before  the  majority  qfthe  represent- 
atives qf  the  Jlmerican  people.  I  do  not  retort,  and 
say  that  the  inajority  qumled  b^ore  me.  God  for- 
bid !  But  I  say  Aatjnember,  and  the  mtyority  of 
thai  Congress,  quailed  before  the  apprehension  of 
being  constrained  to  vote  another  censure,  or  reced- 
ing from  the  position  they  had  assumed. 

1  thank  the  member  for  aflfording  me  this  op- 
portunity of  calling  attention  to  a  fact  hitherto 
unnoticed  in  our  public  press.  It  was  a  rare 
exhibition  of  the  influence  which  an  humble  indi- 
vidual may  wield  over  a  l^islative  body  when  he 
has  truth,  justice,  and  the  Constitution  on  his^side. 

At  the  close  of  that  Congress  we  separated.  I 
bore  with  me  no  unkind  feelings  toward  any  of 
them:  Few,  very  few,  come  back.  Many  retired 
to  private  life.  Many  have  now  gone  to  their  final 
rest.  To  thosie  who  survive  I  would  tender  my 
best  wishes,  my  prayers  for  theui  prosperity  and 
their  happiness. 

The  President  and  hia  Cabinet  receded  from  the 
position  they  had  assumed.  They  no  longer  de- 
manded of  Great  Britain  compensation  for  the 
people  who  obtained  their  freedom  on  board  the 
Creole.  The  law  of  nature  and  of  nations  stood 
vindicated;  the  rights  of  persons  to  their  liberty 
when  taken  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  slave  laws 
was  acknowledged.  The  objects  which  I  had  in 
view  when  I  presented  ray  original  resolutions 
were  attained.  The  doctrines  asserted  in  them 
now  stand  acknowledged  truths. 

These  transactions  have  long  since  passed  into 
history,  the  truth  of  which  itjs  my  duty  and  "my 
pleasure  to  vindicate. 

Mr.  SINGLETON.  I  have  not  risen  to  address 
the  committee  at  this  time,  but  merely  to  secure 
tbe  floor  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McDOUQALL.  With  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Sxnole- 
TON,j  I  move  then  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  ond  the  motion  was 
agreed  to, 

(The committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resutiTed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had,  accordingto  order,  had  under  con- 
sideration the  Union  generally,  and  particularly 
House  bill  No.  259,  being  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  the  Pacific  railroad,  and  had  come 
to  no  conclusion  thereon.  ^ 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana,  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House,  introduced  a  bill  to 
"remodel  the  diplomatic  and  oonsnUr  establish- 
ments of  the  United  Statss,"  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second-  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAVEN,  the  House  then 
(at  five  minutes  before  fbur  o'clock,  p;  m.)  ad- 
joaiaed  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'ck>ok,  m^ 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbursoat,  June  8, 1864. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburk. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved . 
EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  commnnication  ttom  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  in  eompliaiiee  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  3d  of  April,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  manner  in  which  the  Government 
had  fulfilled  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Octo- 
ber 26,  1832,  with  the  Pottawa|on|ie  Indiana; 
which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  commnnication  from  the  Second  Aud- 
itor of  the  Treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  act 
of  Congress  of  June  30,  1834,  transmitting  copies 
of  such  accoimts  as  hove  been  rendered  by  persons 
charged  or  intrusted  with  the  disburaement  and 
application  of  moneys,  goods,  or  effects,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  from  July  1, 1852,  to  June 
30,  1853;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble, 
and  be  printed. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 
Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned  last  week  it  was  understood  by 
Senoicvs  generally  that  no  boeiness  of  juaportanoe 


would  be  done  during  this  week.    At  the  sugges- 
tion of  several  Senators,  I  move  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on    ~ 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  see  no  necessity  in  the  world 
for  adjourning  over  peijpetually.  We  have  had 
one  week  of  recess.  If  we  have  nothing  to  do  we 
had  better  adjourn  finally  and  go  home. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  S.  Watroue,  late  agent  for  the  Chippewa 
Indians,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sustained 
by  him  in  consequence  of  the  burning  of  t^e  Chip- 
pewa agency  buildings;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  the  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  will  insure  to  American  citi- 
zens, in  foreign  countries,  the  enjoyment  of  the , 
rights  of  conscience  and  religious  worship;  which ' 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, s 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
Ephraim  Hunt,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered  by  him  during  the  war  of  1813;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SLIDELL  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Duer,  praying  compensation  for  expenses 
incurred,  ana  services  rendered  as  consul  in  Val- 
paraiso, in  the  case  of  William  N.  Stuart;  which  < 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  0.  B. 
H.  Fessenden,  collector  and  superintendent  af 
lights  for  the  district  of  New  Bedford ,  Massachu-' 
setts,  praying  an  increue  of  compensation ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Richmond,  Virginia,  praying  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  waA 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gum 
Spring,  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  praymg  the 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FISH  present^  .the  petition  of  Royal 
Phelps,  attorney  in  fact  of  James,  Earl  of  Selkirk, 
pnying  that  a  patent  may  be  isaue^  for  certain 
lanos  granted  to  his  father  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private-Land  Claims. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  remonstrating  against 
the  extension  of  Wood  worth 's  paten  t  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

.  Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Vassal- 
bero',  Maine,  praying  the  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wintbrop, 
Maine,  praying  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  Abndiam 
Cutler,  praying  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  him 
for  his  services  48  a  lieutenant  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion for  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  petition  of  Dim- 
itry  Canna,  John  B.  Toulme,  and  Dudley  R. 
Walker,  praying  the  correction  of  an  error  in  the 
location  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  three  petitions  of  citi- 
zena'Sf  the  towns  of  Starksboro',  Ferrisburgh, 
and  Monckton ,  State  of  Vermont,  praying  a  reduc- 
tion of  the.present  rates  of  ocean  postage ;  which 
Were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEB.ASTIAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
directors  of  the  Moravian  Board  of  Missions,  in 
behalf  of  the  "Christian  Indians,  "living  on  lands 
belonging  to  the  Dshtwares,  abput  being  surren- 
dered to  the  United  States,  praying  compensation 
for  their  improvements;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  A&ir«. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


L860 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBl 


REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Com- 

'merce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  better  preservation 

fiof  life  and  property  from  vessels  shipwrecked  on 

Lthe  co&sts  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read, 

nd  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ALDEN'S  reef,  PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

R^tolvtJ,  I'hal  the  Cnmmiltee  on  Cnmmwce  he  instructed 
to  inquiri'  into  the  expediency  of  mnkinn  an  appropriation 
for  Ihi'  purpOFte  of  buildinf:  a  lighl-boat,  and  inninlaininj;  the 
same  on  Alden'8  Reef,  lyini;  off  the  hartnir  of  Portland, 
Maine,  and  substitiiling  a  steam  whistle  for  the  fog  ticll  on 
Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine. 

NEW  MAIL  ROUTE. 
Mr.  SEBASTI  AN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  lo.: 

Reioliti,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and 
Po»t  Roads  be  iiistnicted  lo  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of 
establiifliing,  by  law,  a  mail  roui*^  from  Danville,  in  Yell 
county,  .Arkansas,  lo  MilioiKjilbraitirs,  in  Scollcounty,  by 
way  of  Rover  and  BlutHon,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  which  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Air.  Everett, 
late  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  It  is  a  commit- 
tee of  importance,  and  it  is  necessary  thai  the 
Tacancy  should  bt  filled.  1  hope  that,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  Chair  will  be  authorized  to 
make  the  appointment. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered,  and 
Mr.  Fish  was  appointed. 

THOMAS  FRAZER. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  is  a  private  House  bill 
on  the  tablefor  the  relief  of  Thomas  Frazer,  which 
was  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate,  but, 
■uBsequently,  al  our  request,  was  returned  to  us 
from  the  House.  A  motion  is  pending  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  it  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  yroceetl  to  its 
consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  taken  OB  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider; and  it  was  adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  now  on 
the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER.     What  is  the  bill  for? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  state  in  a  very  few  ! 
words  what  it  is.  As  the  law  now  stands,  when  | 
a  pension  is  granted  byCongresa  to  an  invalid, and  | 
that  pension  IS  for  hair  pay — four  dollars  a  month — 
the  Department  ha.s  determined  that  it  cannot  in- 
crease that  to  a  full  pension,  ifthe  pensioner  should 
subsequently  become  wholly  disabled,  because  it 
is  a  pension  granted  under  a  special  law.  This 
case  belongs  to  that  class.  The  pensioner  has  a 
half  pension.  The  evidence  now  is  ample,  coming 
from  intelligentsurgeons,  that  he  is  entirely  blind. 
The  House  passed  the  bill  to  increase  the  pen- 
sion to  eight  dollarsainonth.  The  Committee  on 
Pensions  of  this  body  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration,  on  the  ground  that  they 
had  reported  a  general  bill  covering  the  case. 
That  general  bill  may  never  pass,  and  then  this 
man  will  not  get  the  benefit  of  it.  If  it  does  pass, 
it  will  only  put  him  within  its  provisions. 

Mr.  CASS.     Let  us  pass  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  in   Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  proposed 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  June  8,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrn. 

Thejournal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved.' 
'  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment,  to 
allow  me  to  offer  a  resolution  ? 

Mr.  HAVEN.     I  desire  to  mak*  a  privileged 


motion.  I  wish,  before  the  vote  is  taken  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Jones,]  to  ofl^er  a  resolution  to  close  debate  upon 
the  Pacific  railroad  billattwo  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    That  is  too  soon. 

Mr.  BENTOxV.  I  have  to  say  that  I  desire  to 
offer  some  remarks  upon  that  subject,  which  I 
have  yet  to  prepare,  based  principaUy  upon  the 
winter  explorations  of  Colonel  Fremont.  Tues- 
day is  the  earliest  day  upon  which  I  can  present 
them  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HAVEi\.  In  looking  about  the  Hall,  I 
fear  that  if  I  were  to  press  a  vote  upon  the  resolu- 
tion now  I  mightprevent  the  House  going  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day.  I  am  willing  to 
change  the  day,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.]  I  will  not 
ask  the  House  to  act  upon  the  resolution  now, 
but  I  will  do  so  on  next  Monday,  when  the  House 
meets. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones.] 

Mr.  l3rl DOINGS.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  conduct  of  one  of  its  officers.  I  refer  to  A. 
0.  P.jNicholson,  the  editor  of  the  Daily  Union, 
and  printer  of  this  body.  Without  further  re- 
mark, I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  that  portion  of  the 
article  to  which  1  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House. 

The  article  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

'*  In  one  word,  protection  and  obedience  are  reciprocal 
and  inseparable;  and  those  who,  like  the  Abolition  incen- 
diaries, Parker,  I'hillips,  Giuoirtos,  and  others,  are  inces- 
santly pruclaiinin^  their  hostility  lo  ihe  laws  and  the  Con- 
slilulioii,  and  stitnulalitif  men,  women,  and  children  to 
violate  them  as  a  sacred  duty,  in  my  opinion  hare  no  claim 
to  the  protection  of  (Ao*e  tairf  or  that  (Constitution.  They 
are  Uie  apostles  of  sedilion,  violence,  and  murder,  they 
are/era  natura^wilrf  beasts  of  Ihe  forest,  knowJiiK  no  law 
and  no  restraint  but  their  wild,  unpovemabte  instincts, 
and.'like  dastardly  midni^lil  prowlers,  after  liriiij;lhe  train, 
sneak  lo  Iheir  holes,  leaving  their  wretched  dupes  to  be- 
1  come  Ihe  victims  of  those  acts  which  tliey  themselves  have 
stimulated.  Is  there  no  law  that  can  reach  thess  cowardly 
incendiaries,  who,  aOer  tlirowing  the  lire-brand,  skulk  I 
away  in  darkness  to  enjoy  the  blaze  P  And  are  those  who, 
on  die  floor  of  lioth  Mouses  of  t^ongress,  openly  declare 
their  disiiflection  lo  that  Constitution  they  have  sworn  to 
support  and  maintain,  wortliy  of  a  sent  in  Ihe  sacred  halls 
of  legislatiou  when,  any  act  should  emanate  from  that 
source.'*' 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  wish  to  know  how  that 
article  comes  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  GiDDiNcs]  rises  in  his  seat,  and  addresses 
the  Chair,  announcing  that  he  has  a  privileged 
question  to  which  he  desires  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOCOCK,  (interrupting.)  Well,  I  do  not 
see  any  question  of  privilege  in  all  this. 

The  SPEAKER.  He  desired  to  have  the  ar- 
ticle read;  for  what  purpose  the  gentleman  himself 
will  state. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  It  is  my  intention  to  state 
very  distinctly  the  purpose  for  which  I  have  in- 
troduced the  subject. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  submit  that  there  is  no 
question  of  privilege  in  this. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  will,  according  to  the 
established  laws  of  this  House, slate  my  question 
of  privilege,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  a  question.  I  have  not  read  the  article 
of  which  he  complains;  but  from  its  reading  by 
the  Clerk,  I  hear  a  name  announced  which  is 
familiar  to  me,  and  I  wish  to  know  whether  a 
member  of  the  House  is  spoken  of  under  the  name 
of  Parker  ? 

Several  Members.  Oh,  no;  it  is  Theodore 
Parker,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  know  my  own  name,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  believe  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  author  of  this  article  to  refer 
to  me,  when  he  said  that  "Giddings  and  others 
are  incessantly  proclaiming  hostility  to  the  laws 
and  the  Constitution,  and  stimulating  men, 
women,  and  children  to  violate  them,  as  a  sacred 
duty.  In  my  opinion  they  have  no  claim  to  the 
protection  of  those  laws,  or  that  Constitution." 
This  declaration  comes  from  an  officer  (Tf  this 
body.  It  declares  members  of  this  House  oui^aws, 
beyond  the  pale  of  legal  protection.  It  is  a  direct 
invitation  to  assassinate,  to  perpetrate  violence 
upon  members  of  this  body.    Now,  sir,  I  know 


very  well  that  I  am  in  a  minority  here,  and  that 
this  attack  upon  me  and  others  is  to  be  suslaiueil 
by  a  majority  of  the  House,  if  sustained  at  all. 
But  I  merely  desire  to  place  this  matter  before 
them;  and  if  they  take  the.responsibility  of  main- 
taining and  encouraging  those  who  thus  publicly 
invite  to  assassination  and  mob  violeiice,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  doing  so  must  rest  with  them — with 
the  friends  of  the  Administration.  Sir,  I  have 
prepared  a  resolution  which  I  proposed  to  olTeron 
this  subject,  but  I  prefer  to  leave  the  matter  en- 
tirely with  the  majority  of  the  House,  and  so  I 
now  submit  it  to  them. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  would  like  to  have  the  gentle- 
man's resolution  read.  I  might  want  to  move  an 
amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Without  any  in- 
tention of  taking  any  part  in  this  controversy,  I 
submit  to  the  Chair  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
question  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Giddings]  which  partakes  of  ,the  character  of  a 
question  of  privilege.  If  the  editor  of  the  paper  in 
question  has  assailed  any  member  of  the  House, 
he  did  so  in  a  capacity  different  from  that  which 
he  occupies  as  an  officer  of  this  body.  He  has 
not  done  thus  as  an  officer  of  this  House,  but  as  a 
private  individual,  as  the  editor  ofoneof  thepancra 
of  the  city.  In  that  capacity  alone  he  is,  I  think, 
responsible  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  what 
he  has  published. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the  ques- 
tion of  order  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.]  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  however,  announced  his  purpose  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution,  and  the  Chains  of  opinion  that 
he  has  a  right  to  submit  his  resolution,  if  it  pro- 
poses to  dismiss  the  printer,  or  any  other  officer 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  Chair  will  permit  me 
to  moke  one  suggestion  as  to  the  practice  of  the 
House  on  this  point.  The  Speaker  will  recollect, 
by  consulting  precedents,  that  all  these  questions  of 
privilege  have  been  submitted  to  the  House  for 
their  adjudication  as  to  whether  the  questions  pre- 
sented are  questions  of  privilege  or  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  follow  that 
example. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  lean  refer  him  to  a 
case  in  which  he  was  himself  concerned.  1  would 
remind  him,  and  I  think  there  is  no  memberof 
this  House  who  was  here  a  few  years  ago  but 
remembers  the  fact,  that  a  few  years  since  we  ex-  • 
pelled  the  reporters  of  the  New  York  Tribune  for 
an  attempt  to  ridicule  a  member  of  this  body.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Joiiti] 
voted  for  that  expulsion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  recollect 
how  I  voted,  but  I  recollect  that  there  was  such  a 
proposition  made  here.  I  recollect,  also,  that  the 
reporters  of  the  Union  were  once  expelled  from  this 
House,  or,  at  least,  an  attempt  was  made  to  expel 
them,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  body. 
But  that  w&s  an  action  against  them  in  the  char- 
acters of  "  reporters"  here.  They  were  privi- 
leged here  as  "  reporters."  They  were  here  under 
the  special  authority  of  the  House,  through  the 
Speaker,  as  "  reporters."  I  think,  in  neither  of 
the  cases  to  which  I  have  referred,  were  the  editors 
of  those  papers  arraigned,  but  only  the  reporters. 
Then,  if  the  gentleman  has  a  proposition  to  make, 
it  might,  perhaps,  be  directed  against  the  editor 
of  the  paper,  and  it  might  exclude  him.  But  I  do 
I  not  see  how  he  can  make  it  a  privileged  question 
I  upon  the  printer  to  the  House  for  what  he  does 
i  in  another  character — that  of  the  editor  of  a  public 
newspaper. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  assure  the  gentleman  that 
I  have  consulted  the  precedents  with  which  both 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  myself  are  personally  ac- 
quainted. My  proposition  is  to  exclude  from  this 
Hall  all  persons  who  are  connected  with  that 
paper.  I  place  the  editor  of  the  Union  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position  in  which  I  place  all  other 
editors  and  persons  connected  with  a  paper. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Giddikoi  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas,    A.    O.    P.   Nicholson,    r  '  '  mif 

body,  and  editor  and  proprietor  of  th'  ri, 

in  Ins  paper  of  Uits  morning  has  piili;.  .  >-t 

evidently  designed  lo  e\cile  unlawful  vntif-m-e  ijfKni  incm- 
bers  of  this  body  :  therefore, 

Heiolred,  That  the  said  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  and  BR 
oUier  persons  connected  wiUi  tlie  Washington  Union,  be 
expelled  from  this  Hall. 
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Mr.  OLDS.  I  understand  my  colleague  as  ask- 
ing for  the  protection  of  thia  Hou8e,'from  the  fact 
that  he  is  threatened  personally  with  violence. 
Perhaps  the  members  of  thia  House  may  have 
seen  the  effort  made  by  my  colleague  not  long 
since  in  the  city  of  Boston — I  am  not  able  to  say 
whether  it  was  in  Fanueil  Hall,  or  where  it  was — 
in  which  he'also  intimates  that  he  is  afraid  of  be-, 
ing  assassinated  for  theciiurse  of  policy  which  he 
baa  pursued  in  reference  to  certain  measures  be- 
fore this  House. 

But,  sir,  when  he  comes  before  this  House  )o 
claim  its  protection,  from  the  fear  of  being  assas- 
sinated for  what  be  has  thought  lit  to  do  in'  the 
course  of  his  official  duty  in  this  House,  he  ought 
to  come  with  deitn  hands  and  a  pure  heart.  If  I 
recollect  aright,  in  that  verv  speech  in  Boston,  the 

fentleman    charged   that  his  colleagues  in   this 
louse  have  been  bribed,  and  have  cost  their  votes 
under  a  bribe. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  desire  to 
know  of  the  Chair  whether  he  entertains  this  as  a 
question  of  privilege;  and  if  he  does  nfl,  I  object 
^o  the  resolution,  and  to  all  debate  upon  it; 
•  Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  has  not  the 
floor  for  that  purpose.  1  yielded  it  only  to  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Olds.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rose  to  a  point  of  order, 
and  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  aiDDINGS.  f  yielded  only  to  my  col- 
league. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  he 
entertains  the  matter  as  a  question  of  privilege; 
and  if  he  does  not,  I  object  to  this  discussion  !  . 

•The  SPEAKGR.  The  Chair  will  refer  to  the 
Ho*use  the  question,  whether  there  is  any  question 
of  privilege  involved  in  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  suppose  I  have  a  right  to 
proceed  and  finish  my  remarks? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  has  no  such  right;  because  if  it  is  not 
a  question  of  privilege,  discussion  will  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
apon  the  question. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand Mr.  Nicholson  as  standing  in  that  posi- 
tion which  entitles  him  to  the  privileges  of^this 
Hall.  He  is  a  mere  contractor.  I  do  not  ander- 
stand  that  there  is  any  rule  of  this  House  which 
authorizes  him  to  be  admitted- here,  and  therefore 
a  resolution  expelling  him  would  have  no  effect. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Tlftit  is  precisely  the  point 
1  proposed  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  printer  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Nicholson  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the 
floor,  or,  at  least,  to  the  privileges  of  the  Hall. 

Thequestion  now  being  upon  whether  the  point 
raised  was  a  question  of  privil^e, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  demanded  the  veas  arid  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Iflhe  Chair  will  pardon  me ' 
for  one  moment — 1  do  not  wish  to  do  anything 
hastily  or  rashly  in  referencfto  this  matter — I  wish , 
however,  to  sav  that  the  removal  of  the  drapery 
in  the  rear  of  the  Speaker's  chair  seems  to  have 
so  affected  the  ^pund  in  the  Hall  as  to  make  it 
wholly  impossible  for  us  in  this  direction  to  hear 
what  IS  going  on.  Now,  sir,  whether  this  is  a 
question  of  privilege  or  not  depends  very  much 
upon  the  character  of  the  article  alluded  to.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  article  again  read.  But  I 
desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  Speaker  to  th^Tact  that  exists  in 
reference  to  the  difficulty  of  hearing  in  the  Hall. 
I  think  some  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to 
remedy  it. 

Mr.  STANTON.    Will,  the  gentleman  allow 
'  me  to  say  that  this  is  not  an  article  from  the  ed- 
itor; it  is  an  article  signed  "  Old  Fogy." 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  understand  that.  It  is 
evidently  from  the  pen  of  the  editor. 

Mr.  CL.INGMAN.  I  understand  the  questiAi 
submitted  to  the  House  to  be,  to  determine  whether 
the  case  presented  is  what  is  commonly  known  as 
a  question  of  privilege;  and  this,  like  any  other 
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question,  I  suppose,  is  debatable.  If  it  be,  I  want 
to  make  a  suggestion  upon  the  subject.  I  will  not 
occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  House;  bat  1 
submit  this  point  to  the  Chair  and  the  House 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  this  is  not  a  debatable 
question.     I  raise  that  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
that  the  article  and  the  resolution  be  read  in  con- 
nection. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  desire  first  to  state  the 
precise  point  which  I  understand  to  be  made.  I 
understand  the  Speaker  to  decide  that,  under  the 
rules  of  the  House,  the  public  printer  is  entitled 
to  come  upon  this  floor,  and  is  entitled  to  certain 
privileges  here.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  ofiers 
a  resolution,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  deprive  him 
of  these  privileges.  Now,  whether  the  paper 
referred  to  is  of  such  a  chiracter  as  to  justify  us 
in  adopting  the  resolution,  is  a  question  1  do  not 
propose  to  go  into. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  the  Chair  decide  that 
this  is  a  debatable  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  it  is 
debatable. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  say 
this:  Where  we  give  special  privileges  to  individ- 
uals to  come  into  the  Hall,  we  put  them,  to  some 
extent,  on  the  rooting  of  members  and  officers  of 
the  House,  and  therefore  a  proposition  to  deprive 
such  of  that  privilege,  to  expel  them  from  the  Hall , 
is  properly  a  privileged  question.  Having  this 
view  of  the  matter,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
having  submitted  his  resolution,  1  think  that  the 
House  ought  to  entertain  it.  He  comes  forward, 
and  upon  his  responsibility  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  proposes  to  deprive  individuals  of  privi- 
leges which  they  now  enjoy  in  this  Hall. 

Now,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  from  the  reading  of 
the  article  indicated,  I  do  not  see  anything  which 
would  justify  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinos.]  If  I  cor- 
rectly understood  it,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much 
less  violent  than  many  of  the  speeches  made  by 
the  gentleman  here  against  individuals  and  mem- 
bers of  this  body.  At  the  same  time  I  hold  that 
while  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  apprehensive  of 
personal  attack,  he  has  the  right  to  ask  the  House 
to  protect  him;  and,  if  he  can  make  out  a  proper 
case,  I  will  myself  vote  for  furnishine  him  aguard 
for  his  protection  while  in  the  discnaige  of  his 
duty.  [A  laugh.]  If  his  object  be  to  secure  pro- 
teclson  against  violence,  I  shall  be  very  much 
disposed  to  accord  it  to  him,  provided  the  facts 
stated  make  oiit  his  case.  But  I  -do  not  think  that 
there  is  anything  in  the  article  which  would  lead 
him,  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  or  me,  to  suppose  that  the 
gentleman  is  in  personal  danger.  If,  however,  he 
apprehends  that  Mr.  Nicholson,  or  any  other  per- 
son, at  his  instigation,  intends  to  interfere  with 
his  personal  safety,  I  would  vote  to  protect  him 
as  readily  as  I  would  any  other  gentleman  upon 
the  floor,  though  1  differ  from  him  so  much. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  confinethe 
gentleman  to  the  single  point  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  question  is  or  is  notprivil^ed  in  its  char- 
acSr. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  hope  my  friend  from 
Alabama  will  withdraw  his  objection.  I  think 
the  gentleman's  resolution  is  one  which  ought  to 
be  entertained. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  indicated,  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giodings]  re- 
marked that  he  had  a  resolution  of  that  character, 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it  would  be  a 
privil^ed  question.  The  editor,  or  editors  of 
the  Union  have  the  privilege  of  the  Hall,butthey 
have  not  the  privilege  of  the  floor.  That  paper 
Has  a  number  of  reporters  here',  g.nd  they  are  here 
by  law  of  the  House,  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  Speaker.  The  gentleman  proposes  to  expel 
them  all,  editors  and  reporters.  The  Chair  is  of 
^e  opinion  that  the  question  is  a  privileged  one, 
Vmd  so  decides. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  desire  to  make  a  simple 
suggestion  on  this  question  of  privilege.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  some  confusion  arising  from 
the  mingling  of  questions.  I  understand  the  Chair 


to  decide  that  the  proposition  to  expel  the  public 
printer  is  a  privileged  question.  I  presume  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  it.  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
Mr.  A.  0.  P.  Nicholson,  as  an  qfficer  of  this 
House,  may  be  expelled  from  it:  I  think  the 
Chair  is  right — indeed,  I  am  sure  that  he  is  ri^ht — 
in  the  statement  that  the  public  printer  is  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  the  Hall,  or  admission  to  the  Hall 
of  the  House  as  public  printer;  but  I  conceive  that 
the  public  printer  is  not  entitled  to  admission 
within  this  Hall  as  editor  of  the  Union.  I  con- 
ceive, moreover,  that  the  other  persons  whq  are 
proposed  to  be  expelled  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  as  connected  with  the  Union, 
are  not  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  the  floor,  unless 
so  entitled  as  the  reporters  for  that  paper. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  in  that  character. 
And  Mr.  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson  is  entitled,  under  an 
express  law  of  the  House,  to  the  privilege  of  the 
Hall,  as  an  ex-Senator  of  the  United  States.  He 
is  named  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  The  questions  ought  to  be 
separated.  If  it  be  proposed  to  expel  Mr.  A.  O. 
P.  Nicholson  as  an  officer  of  the  House,  then  it 
may  be  material  for  us  to  inquire  whether  he  has 
done  anything  in  that  character  which  would  sub- 
ject him  toexpulsion.  But  I  will  not  express  my 
opinion  on  that  point  now.  If,  on  the  other  hand , 
the  object  be  to  expel  the  reporters  as  well  as  the 
editor  or  editors  of  the  Union,  as  persons  entitled 
to  the  privilege  of  using  the  reporters'  desks,  an. I 
not  as' officers  of  the  House,  and  the  editor  not  as 
public  printer,  then  it  will  become  important  for  - 
us  To  inquire  whether  any  of  them,  the  editor,  or 
bis  associates  in  the  Union,  have  done  anything 
in  their  capacity  as  reporters  to  subject  them  to 
expulsion. 

Now,  I  think  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos]  is  drawn  so  vaguely 
and  indeterminately  as  not  to  present  to  the 
House  a  question  of  privilege  as  it  ought  to  be 
presented.  I  think  that  it  is  a  question  of  privi- 
lege whether  the  public  printer  ought  to  be  ex- 
pelled. At  the  same  time  1  do  not  know  that  the 
public  printer,  as  public  printer,  ought  to  be  ex- 
pelled for  the  publication  of  an  objectionable  arti- 
cle in  the  Union  newspaper.  On  the  other  hand , 
perhaps  the  reporters  connected  with  the  Union 
may  subject  themselves  to  censure  by  the  publi- 
cation of  objectionable  paragraphs  in  that  news- 
paper, and  they  then  incur  the  censure  of  the 
House,  not  as  officers  of  the  House,  but  as  re- 
porters. In  the  state  of  confusion  in  which  the 
question  is  involved,  I  find  it  difficult  to  determine 
upon  what  groAnds  to  present  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Is  there  anything  before 
the  House  for  consideration  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinos.] 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table, 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  suppose  I  have  the  right  to  the 
floor,  as  it  was  taken  from  me  by  the  question  of 
order. 

Mr,  PRESTON.  I  understand  the  question 
to  be  one  of  order,  which  the  Chair  has  not  de- 
cided. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Olds]  was  addressing  the  Chair  when  the 
suggestion  was  made  by  some  gentleman  upon  the 
floor  that  questions  of  privilege  were  heretofore 
referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  House.  The  Chair 
acquiesced  in  that  suggestion  for  a  moment;  but 
afterwards,  however,  determined  that  there  was 
involved  in  this  resolution  a  question  of  privilege, 
and  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Qiddings] 
had  a  right  to  move  to  expel  from  the  Hall  any 
officer  of  this  House. 

Mr,  GIDDINGS.  I  yielded  the  floor  to  my 
colleague  for  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinos,]  just  as  he  was 
taking  his  seat,  if  he  yielded  the  floor,  and  he 
said,"  I  yield  it."  • 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
yield  it  entirely,  biit  merely  to  my  colleague  for 
the  purpose  of  explanation. 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
"  Ir.  GiDDiwGs]  yields  the  floor  to  his  colleague 
[for  explanation. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  supposed  I  had  obtained  the 
Joor  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  GiDDiNGs]  positively  stales  that  he  yielded 
the  floor  for  explanation  merely. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  desire  to  mtUte  no  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  will  yield  to  ray  colleague 
one  half  of  the  time  allotted  to  me. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  the  gentleman  is  entitled  to  the 
floor,  he  can  occupy  it,  and  I  will  try  and  get  it 
afterwards. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do  not  desire  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  any  conaiderhble 
time,  i  merely  wish  to  repeat,  that  this  question 
rests  with  the  majority,  and  not  with  me  nor  my 
friends.  That  1  may  be  understood  as  to  the 
definite  point  upon  which  I  rest  the  question  of 

firivilege,  I  again  call  attention  to  the  emphatic 
anguage  used  in  the  article  of  the  Union  to  which 
1  refer: 

"  In  one  word,  proteciion  and  obedipnee  are  reciprocal 
and  inseparable,  and  l)io^  who,  lilcc  the  Abolition  inctrndi- 
arieii,  I'arktT,  iMiillips,  Giddinu^,  and  otliers,  are  inces- 
tianlly  proclaiming  their  hostility  to  Uio  law«  and  Constitu- 
tion, nndHtimulaliriK  men,  women,  and  children  lo  violate 
them  .IS  o  sacred  duty,  in  my  opinion,  hai:e  no  claim  to  the 
protection  of  those  Iaw$  or  that  Conatitutifn.^' 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  a  distinct, a  palpable, 
an  obvious  invitation  to  assai^sins  and  mobocrats 
to  perpetrate  personal  violence  on  members. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon,  (interrupting.)  I  de- 
sire to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  whether  he 
feels  that  he  is  in  danger  of  personal  violence,  or 
of  assassination .' 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  My  friend  from  Oregon  will 
excuse  me  from  answering  that  question,  as  I 
think  he  has  no  right  to  put  it.  I  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  1  fear  for  the  dignity  of  this  body,  if 
not  for  my  own  safety.  I  entertain  fears  for  the 
character  of  the  American  Congress,  and  for  th« 
maintenance  and  security  of  its  rights.' 

Mr.  LANE.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  again .' 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  LANB.  I  did  not  distinctly  hear  the  gen- 
tleman's answer,  but  I  will  say  this  to  him,  that 
I  am  certain  he  isin  no  danger  of  being  personally 
maltreated. 

Mr.  G I  DOINGS.  I  do  not  thank  the  gentleman 
for  an  assurance  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  confident  that  nobody  will 
hurt  him.  [Laughter.]  Nothing  truer  has  been 
ever  said  than  that 

"Conscience  makes  cowards  of  us  all.'* 
But  there  is  no  danger  of  my  friend'  from  Ohio. 
He  will  not  be  hurt.      [Laughter.]     I  propose  to 
go  security  for  his  safety.     We  may  thus  savt 
time,  and  proceed  to  other  business. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  not 
hear  very  distinctly  the  observations  of  my  friend 
from  Oregon,  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  what- 
ever he  said  was  said  in  the  kindest  terms  and 
with  the  best  intentions.  I  understood  him,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  he  would  go  security  for  my 
fersonal  safety.  I  am  much  obliged  to  him,  but 
have  not  yet  a.'sked  for  that. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  resume  the  remarks 
which  I  was  making  when  interrupted.  I  was  say- 
ing that  the  editor  of  this  paper  has  pronounced 
myself  and  others  xcithoiU  Iht  pale  of  the  taw,  liable 
at  any  moment  to  be  shot  down  by  an  assassin, 
whenever  he  shall  please  to  nerpetrale  the  work 
X)f  murder  on  our  persons.  It  remains,  sir,  for 
the  Administration,  whose  organ  this  paper  is,  and 
for  the  supporters  of  that  Administration,  to  say 
whether  editors  of  this  character  shall  be  main- 
tained by  this  body,  and  admitted  to  privileges  in 
this  Hall,  if  the  Administration  is  to  be  sustained 
by  braggarts  and  bullies,  the  country  should 
know  it. 

In  reply  to  ray  colleague,  [Mr.  Olds,]  when  he 
talks  of  my  speech  in  Boston,  be  it  understood, 
in  the  first  place,  that  I  have  served  too  long  in 
this  body  to  permit  him  or  any  oiher  man  to  call 
me  from  the  question  before  us  to  any  newspaper 
reports  of  what  I  said  in  Boston.  I  spoke  what 
1  pleased,  and  am  responsible  for  it  in  the  proper 
mode;  but  what  I  nfliy  have  said  there  does  not 
authorize  the  assassin  to  enter  this  Hall  lo  slay  me 
or  my  fellow-raembers.  My  colleague  has  not  the 
power  to  dictate  to  me  what  I  shall  say,  and  when 


I  shall  speak,  and  what  language  I  shall  utter.     I 
have  been,  as  I  said,  somewhat  too  long  in  this 
body  to  allow  gentlemen  to  rise  here,  and  under- 
take to  crack  their  whips  over  me  in  this  style. 
*'  Go  lell  your  ulaves  how  choleric  you  ore. 
And  make  your  bondsmen  tremble." 

But  do  not  assail  freemen  with  such  Unguage 
as  that,  as  though  we  were  unacquainted  with  our 
rights,  or  did  not  know  how  to  maintain  them. 
The  amount  of  his  argument  is  this,  that  I  said 
that  which  he  deems  wrong  in  Boston;  therefore 
the  printer  of  this  House  may  call  on  rowdies  and 
blacklegs  to  commit  violence  on  my  person;  and 
tell  them  that  1  am  beyond  the  protection  of  law. 

No,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  it  be  understood  that, 
whatever  1  may  say,  or  wherever  I  may  say  it,  I 
am  responsible  to  gentlemen  whom  I  assail  and 
to  the  public,  in  the  same  manner  that  other  men 
are;  but  1  am  not  outlawed,  and  made  the  legiti- 
mate object  of  murder,  on  account  of  a  speech 
in  Boston,  or  here,  or  anywhere.  I  am  a  member 
of  this  body,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by  the 
aid  of  an  enlightened  constituency.  'And  being 
here,  it  is  my  duty  ts  maintain,  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  the  rights,  the  privileges,  and  dignity  of  this 
body.  If  gentlemen  may  pronounce  me  an  out- 
law, they  may  pronounce  every  other  member  an 
object  of  murder.  Indeed,  the  question  has  al- 
ready arisen  whether  members  are  to  be  driven 
from  their  propriety  by  editors  who  play  the 
whipper-in,  and  attempt  to  hiss  on  their  blood- 
hounds. Shall  members  here  appear  in  their  seals 
armed  and  prepared  to  protect  their  persons  from 
violence.'    That  now  appears  to  be  the  question. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clls-qman,]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lane,]  let  it  be 
understood  that  I  do   not  call   for  protection   for 


myself.  But  I  seek  protection  for  the  dignity  and 
rights  of  ihis  House.  I  savin  plain,  distinct, and 
definite  language,  that  I  ask  the  body  to  protect 
itself,  its  dignity,  its  honor,  and  the  purity  of  the 
representtUive  character  of  the  nation.  Every 
member  has  the  same  interest  in  the  subject  which 
I  have.  They  will  be  affected  to  the  same  extent, 
and,  in  voting,  will  incur  the  same  responsibilities 
which  I  must  meet.  It  is  true  I  am  the  person 
particularly  assailed.  My  name  is  used;  but  the 
act,  the  threatened  violence,  is  intended  to  affect 
all,  to  affect  the  entire  body,  the  whole  nation. 

My  resolution  asks  no  more  protection  for  my- 
self than  for  the  body.  It  seeks  to  purify  this 
Hall  from  the  contamination  of  such  editors. 

And  here  let  me  say,  that  if  I  recollect  aright, 
my  colleague  over  the  way  [Mr.  Olds]  voted  to 
exclude  the»reporter  of  the  Tribune.  I  am  not 
certain  about  it,  but  speak  from  my  present  im- 
pression. And  if  my  memory  serves  me  aright, 
he  voted  to  exclude  from  this  Hall  the  corre- 
spondent of  the  Tribune,  for  holding  up  a  colleague 
of  ours  to  ridicule.  And  all  persons  connected 
with  that  paper  were  also  excluded  from  this  Hall 
by  the  same  resolution.  1  have  had  no  time  to 
refer  lo  precedent;  I  speak  from  recollection;  but 
I  am  perfectly  conscious  that  I  speak  accurately. 

And  here  I  will  reply  one  word  lo  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millsou.]  The  reso- 
lution before  the  House  is  in  the  precise  order, 
and  in  the  exact  language,  I  think;  1  drew  it  from 
memory,  and  I  may  have  possibly  varied  in  some 
words  from  the  resolution  which  excluded  the  re- 
porter, and  all  persons  connected  with  the  New 
York  Tribune  on  a  former  occasion. and  whichlJas 
carried  entirely  by  the  votes  of  the  Democratic 
parly  of  this  House.  Thegenlleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Millson]  insisted  that  the  editor  might  be 
expelled,  but  not  the  reporters.  1  know  not  who 
the  reporters  of  that  paper  are.  They  may  be 
my  warmest  friends.  But  are  the  agents  of  this 
paper,  a  paper  in  which  this  assault  is  contained, 
through  which  it  is  comtnunicated  to  the  country, 
to  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  this  Hall?  The 
object  of  my  resolution  is  lo  stamp  the  paper  with 
our  disapprobation;  to  say  lo  the  country  we  will 
allow  no  persons  connected  with  such  a  paper  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  this  Hall.  It  is  on  account 
of  the  character  of  the  paper,  on  account  of  tffe 
editor  whose  agents  they  are,  that  we  would  ex- 
clude them  from  the  Hall.  ^ 

I  have  no  design  to  occupy  the  lime  of  the 
House.  All  I  ask  is,  that  gentlemen  shall  place 
their  names  upon  the  record  of  yeas  and  nays,  in 
this  case,  that  each  shall  say,  in  distinct  language, 
whether  he  will  lake  upon  himself  the  responsi- 


bility of  maintaining,  of  encouraging,  an  aaaaaain 
like  him  who  controls  the  Washington  Union,  or 
whether  he  will  exclude  such  men  from  this  Hall. 
I  care  not  whether  you  are  Whigs,  or  Free-Soil- 
ers,  or  Democrats,  I  desire  each  to  express  bis 
own  sense  of  moral  duty,  of  self-respect.  Lei  it 
be  entered  upon  our  records,  and  go  forth  to  the 
people.  Let  gentlemen  come  up  and  place  their 
names  before  the  country,  and  let  the  people  know 
whether  we  tolerate  a  man  who  puts  forth  such 
an  article  as  that  which  has  been  read.  Let  each 
member  speak  to  his  constituents;  let  them  and 
the  country  understand  our  (tction,  ourown  sente 
of  propriety. 

Sir,  I  see  my  colleague  [Mr.  Olds]  is  ready  to 
speak  upon  this  matter.  I  want  him  to  express 
his  views  in  relation  to  it,  and  I  desire  lo  hear  hia 
views  in  relation  to  it.  I  wish  to  ascertain  whether 
he  would  sustain  a  man,  as  officer  of  this  body, 
who  invites  assassination,  because  I  orsome  other 
member  has  spoken  severe  things  of  memb 
in  Boston  or  elsewhere.  Does  he  advocate  thi 
maintenance  of  rowdies  and  bullies  here  to  preve 
members  from  doing  what  they  please.'  Why, 
sir,  I  said  nothing  in  Boston  that  has  not  been 
substantially  uttered  in  this  Hall  on  repeated  oc- 
casions. But  I  shall  not  enter  upon  that  subject 
at  this  time.  1  will,  on  a  proper  occasion,  meet 
my  colleyue  on  that  subject;  but  I  am  not  now 
on  trial;  Wlr.  Nicholson  is  the  man  now  before 
us.  We  will  try  him,  and  then  my  colleague  may. 
arraign  me  if  he  pleases.  But  now,  I  will  not  per- 
mit myself  to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  any- 
thing I  have  said  in  Boston,  or  here,  or  elsewhere; 
yet  I  will  say  that  my  colleague  does  not  happen 
lo  possess  the  power  to  read  me  out  of  the  pale  of 
human  society.  • 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  article  complained 
of  is  not  editorial;  that  it  appears  under  another 
name.  Why,  sir,  1  shall  not  stand  here  to  argue 
before  the  American  people  the  question  that  an 
editor  is  responsible  for  mailers  he  puts  forth. 
The  presumption  is  that  he  wrote  it  underanolher; 
name  for  the  very  purpose  of  eicnsing  himself 
before  the  public.  He  has  placed  it  there,  he  has 
sent  it  before  the  American  people,  proclaimed  it, 
and  must  be  held  to  the  s.ime  responsibility  aa 
though  it  were  written  by  himself.  Indeed,  the 
presumption  is  that  he  wrote  il. 

Mr.  OLDS  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  permit  me  to  refer  to  the  cas* 
the  Tribune  reporter.' 

Mr.  OLDS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  JONES.    That  casehad  nothingof  apiji 
ileged  character  in  it.     Here  is  the  record: 

"  Mr.  Sawykr  rose,  and,  by  leare,  ii.  ,  r.^l  er- 

planatton  in  relerence  lo  a  letter  irom  i  li  had 

appeared  in  the  New  York  Tribune,  pin.  —  a  de- 

scription of  jiomc  of  the  persfinal  habii-  ui  >Ir.  :^.,  ud 
otherwise  ofa  scurrilous  and  abusive  character. 

"The  tea-son  as!Sii;iu-d  by  Mr.  S.  for  brin^ms  the  irnrt^r 
before  the  Hont»e  was   not  to  nf;k  any  inlerl'^ .  i 

part,  but  to  say  ihat  he  hail  been  unable  to  f\\'  i 

any  individual;  the  one  who  waji  the  lepiitcd  CO  t 

denying  the  auihorrihip, and  (jave  notirrtlmtin  runirr  »h»a 
attacks  of  this  kind  were  made  upoa  him  he  shouJd  taka 
the  matter  into  his  own  hands." 

.  The  reporter  does  not  go  into  explanation 
further  than  necessary  to  render  intelligible  the 
subsequent  action  of  the  Hpuse. 

".Mr.  nRiNKKRMOFF  offered  the  follon'inir  resolaifon: 

"  Remti-e;!^  That  the  reporters  or  leller-wrilcri  of  I 
New  York  Tribune  beexpt^lled  from  Ihis  House. 

"  And  Mr.  II.  demanded  ttie  previous  guesuon. 

"Mr.  W^ASiiiNOTON  Hunt  moved  tr,  Uiih.- r,'.inl!,iioB 
the  lalile,  but  subse(]uently  wilhdrew  iIk  nark- 

inft  that  his  only  reason  for  making  it.  ^^  iie  fc 

explnnalion  to  the  editor  of  Uie  New  \u 

"  The  previous  tiuesUoa  was  seconded,  and  Uie  maio 
question  ordered. 

"  And  arter  a  good  deal  of  conversation,  anil  sonri«t  cob-. 
fusion,  Ihi!  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

The  vote  stands — 121  yeas,  49  nays.     Upoi 
that  resolution  I  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  ths 
gentleman  from  Oh%  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  decision  of  the  Chair, 
that  t)iis  is  a  privileged  question ,  is  not  based  u^ 
what  appears  in  the  Union  newspaper.  It 
based  upon  the  matter  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  thegenlleman  from  Ohio,  which  is 
to  expel  frpm  the  Hall  of  the  House  the  editors  of 
the  Union,  who  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the 
Hall  under  the  law  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  editor  of  the  Union  is  en- 
titled to  the  privilege  of  the  Hall,  aa  I  understand 
it,  not  »s  an  offiAr  elected  by  this  House,  but  as 
one  of  those  to  whom,  under  a  standing  rule  of 
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tk«  Houae,  the  SpoJcer  is  anthoriEed  to  assign 
aeats  within  the  Hall. 

Mr.  OLDS.  M.y  colleague  has  warned  me 
that  he  has  been  too  long  a  member  of  this  Houae 
not  to  be  acquainted  with  the  privileges  which  he 
personally  holds  in  consequence  of  being  a  mem- 
Der  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  too  well 
^to  allow  himself  to  be  called  in  question  here  for 
what  he  has  pleased  to  say  elstwhere.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  do  not  propose  to  call  him  in  question. 
I  do  not  propose  to  amugn  my  colleague  before 
this  House  for  saying  in  Boston  that  others  of 
his  colleagues  bad  giTen  votes  npon  this  floor 
under  the  influence  of  bribery  and  corruption. 
But  I  think,  and  I  will  say,  that  it  comes  in  bad 
grace  from  him,  after  baring  thus^ilandered  his 
coUsaguea,  to  call  in  question  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson 
fiir  wbat  appears  in  this  morning's  Union.  It 
comes  in  bad  grace  from  one  who  could  leave  his 
colleagues  with  a  ftiendly  farewell,  and  then,  Vkf  n 
tiundrads  of  mile*  distant  ft-om  them,  attem^lo 
atrike  them,  assassin-like,  in  the  dark;  to  strike 
them,  not  in  their  person,  oh,  no;  m^  colleague 
is  a  man  of  peace;  but  to  strike  them  in  their  rep- 
utation; to  strike  them  behind  their  back;  to  strike 
them  before  an  audience  of  strangers,  where  he 
knew^^ycould  not  be  heard  in  defense;  to  strike 
thetn^^^hecusations  which  he  knew  to  be  fhlse, 
fUs^^^Rr  inception,  and  false  in  their  utier- 

Mr.  OIDDINGS.  Will  my  colleague  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  I 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  will. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Does  my  eoUsague  speak 
for  himself,  or  for  others? 

Mr.  OLDS.  Ay,  Mr.  Speaker,  do  I  speak  fbr 
iny8elf,'^r  for  others  i  I  tell  my  colleague  that  1 
•peak  for  myself  and  for  others. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    That  will  do. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  speak  for  myself  and  for  others. 
I  speak  to  my  colleague  and  to  others.  What  I 
aay  I  do  not  say  in  the  dork.  1  do  not  go  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  where  I  can  be  surrounded  by  an 
Abolition  mob,  to  protect  me  in  what  I  say. 
What  I  aay,  I  say  here  upon  the  floor  of  the 
American  Congress,  for  my  colleague  to  hear, 
and  for  the  American  people  to  hear;  and  I  say 
that  he  who  comes  upon  this  floor  and  claims  pro- 
tection, under  the  fear  of  personal  violence,  should 
not  be  the  man  to  go,  and,  assassin-like,  seek  to 
•tab  his  colleagues  in  the  dark.  Sir,  the  man  who 
•ays  that  he  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  sUn- 
ders  uttered  elsewhere  against  his  colleagues-^ 
•landers,!  repeat,  sir,  false  in  their  inception,  and 
fitlse  in  their  utterance — slanders  which  hsd  no 
«xi8Mnce  except  in  the  distempered  imagination  of 
my  colleague— oii^ht  not  to  receive  from  this  House 
protection  either  in  his  person  or  reputation. 

But,  sir,  my  colleague  says  that  he  does  not 
apeak  from  fear — fkar  of  personal  violence;  he 
brings  this  matter  before  us  that  the  House  may 
take  care  of  its  own  dignity.  If  1  recollect,  on  a 
memorable  occasion  this  House  did  try  to  take 
care  of  its  dignit/.  Yes,  sir,  the  House  did  under- 
take to  preserve  its  dignity  when  the  conduct  of 
that  colleague  of  mine  was  such  that,  under  a  vote 
.  *  of  censure  by  this  House,  he  thought  fit  to  resign 
his  seat  upon  this  floor.  A  friend  near  roe  re- 
marks that  my  colleague  was  not  expelled,  but 
-only  resigned  his  seat.  Yes,  sir,  I  so  understand 
it.  The  House,  to  preserve  its  dignity,  passed 
resolutions  censuring  my  colleague;  and  he,  like 
the  man  who  was  kickea  down  stairs,  coolly  re- 
marked that  he  left  before  the  row  commenced. 
[Great  laughter.]  Perhaps  the  same  course  now 
would  greatly  tend  to  the  dignity  of  this  House. 
I  have  already  said  that  he  who  comes  here 
to  make  accusation  against  bis  fellow-members, 
or  against  the  officers  of  this  House,  ought  to 
come  with  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart.  Can 
the  eentleman  do  so?  I  would  ask  whether,  if 
those  of  the  gentleman's  colleagues  whom  be  has 
vilified  and  sUndered,  who  voted  in  opposition  to 
him  on  a  recent  meaaurei  felt  the  same  personal 
fear  of  violence  thatAe  has  manifested,  they  could 
not  claim  the  protection  of  this  bodyi  I  know 
they  would  scorn  to  do  it.  Like  honorable  men, 
they  wjU  and  can  protect  themselves.  Havsthey 
not  been  threatened  with  personal  violence  ?  Did 
not  the  organ  of  a  fanatic  party  in  this  country 
call  on  the  incendiary  to  apply  his  torch  to  this 
Capitol,  that  its  inmates  might  perish  beneath  its 
crumbling  ruins?  Did  the  fanatics  stop  there? 
•     J^t  ms  read  what  the  gentisman's  colleague*— 1 


do  not  mean  his  colleagues  upon  this  floor,  but 
his  colleagues  in  fanaticism — say  on  this  Bub)ect. 
Here  is  what  Cassius  M.  Clay  says,  speaking  of 
gentlemen  from  the  North  who  voted  for  the  Ne- 
braska bill : 

"  Wtiat,  then,  «ImII  be  done  ?  1.  la  the  8ral  place,  pnn- 
Isb  Itoe  tralton,  aa  an  example  for  all  niiure  liineB.  1 
Aofle«tly  helievt  that  enery  man  of  tke  free  Stateg  who  voted 
for  the  repeal  of  the  MUiouri  rentriction  deserve* death*  B^ 
there  ii  no  legal  way  or  infliciin^  the  penalty— Ihe  balieTf 
Ibea,  they  niut  eacape." 

So  thought  Horact  Greeley,  and  therefore  he 
would  have  the  incendiary  apply  the  torch  to  the 
Capitol  of  the  country,  that  its  inmatea  might 
perish  beneath  its  crumbling  ruins.  So  thinkCas- 
sius  M.  Clay,  Wendel  Phillips,  Theodore  Parker; 
and  so  think  the  strong-minded  women  of  the 
North  with  whom  they  ar^ssociated.  [Laugh- 
Ur.]  • 

'  «  The  tuUler,  then,  they  maveeeape.  Bat  one  thioir  can 
be  done — break  tbem  on  the  wheel  of  public  opinion.*' 

That  ia  what  my  colleague  undertook  to  do. 
He  went  to  Boaton  to  break  them  down  on  the 
wheel  of  public  opinion.  'How  did  he  undertake 
to  do  so  ?  By  branding  them  as  bribed ;  by  making 
charges  which  be  knew,  in  giving  them  utterance, 
were  false;  as  -I  said  before,  false  in  their  incep- 
tion, and  Mae  in  their  utterance.  Break  them  on 
the  wheel  of  public  opinion  I  Yes,  sir,  by  false- 
hood my  colleague,  and  those  associated  with  him, 
attempt  to  create  public  opinion,  as  he  did 
against  his  colleagues  in  his  Boston  speech,  and 
then  break  them  down  on  its  wheel!  Sir,  you 
cannot  reach  such  men  by  law.  They  have  not 
the  courage  to  strike  personally  in  the  dark; 'but 
they  have  the  courage  to  strike  reputations  in  the 
dork.  They  have  not  the  courage  to  apply  the 
torch  of  the  incendiary  to  the  Capitol;  but  they 
have  the  courage  to  go  to  Boston,  and  there  stab 
reputation  in  the  dark,  calling  on  the  country  to 
break  honest  men's  reputations  on  the  wheel  of 
public  opinion,  and  then  to  skulk  into  this  House 
and  claim  that  the  printer  of  this  House  shall  be 
expelled>— for  what  ?  For  having  given  utterance 
to  the  truth,  so  far  as  my  colleague  and  those  as- , 
sociated  with  him  are  concerned ,  in  relation  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  feci  that  I  ought  to  ask  pardon 
of  this  House  and  of  the  country  for  having  said 
what  I  have  said  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I 
fed  that  I  have  really  done  my  colleague  a  ser- 
vice; for  every  attack  mads  upon  him  in  this 
House,  every  attack  made  upon  him  by  the 
lovers  of  the  Constitution,  and  upon  the  fanat- 
icism of  the  party  with  which  he  operates,  by 
either  the  Democratic  or  the  Whig  party,  only 
helps  to  build  him  up,  and  return  him  constantly 
to  occupy  a  seat  on  thia  floor.  Talk  about  pre- 
serving the  dignity  of  the  Houae — M^hat,  after 
reccivmg  a  virtual  expulsion,  he  can  come  back 
here  year  after  year  to  hokLa  seat  on  this  floor  I 
Ay,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  he  talked  in  Boston 
about  attempting  to  kick  the  South  into  the  sup- 
port of  right  measures  on  this  door. 

A  Mbhbbr.  Kick  them  into  indignation. 
•  Mr.  OLDS.  Well  he  knows  how  to  do  that. 
He  knows,  by  personal  experience,  what  it  is  to 
be  kicked  into  indignation.  [Laughter.]  But,  as 
1  said  before,  every  word  uttered  in  relation  to  this 
matter  only  tends  to  make  my  colleague  stronger; 
and  perhaps  that  was  his  object  in  bringing  the 
matter  before  the  House.  It  is  not  personsT  vio- 
lence that  the  member  fears.  His  peace  nOtions 
would  protect  him  from  that.  He  is  not  a  war 
man.  He  never  voted  for  a  war  measure;  and  if 
you  had  an  altercation  with  him,  it  would  be 
coffee  for  two  instead  of  pistols  for  two.  [A 
lai^gh.]  Begging, pardon  of  the  House  for  thus 
noticing  my  colleague,  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  hope  my  colleague  will 
withdraw  that  motion,  so  as  to  word  me  an  op- 
portunity of  replying  to  him. 

Mr.  OLDS.  My  colleague  had  better  say  what 
he  has  to  say  in  Boston. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  think  the  gentleman  ought  to 
be  heard  in  reply  to  his  colleague. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  hope  ray  colleague  will  be 
as  generous  to  me  as  I  was  to  him,  in  aflbrding 
me  a  moment's  reply. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Give  him  fair  play. 

Mr.  GI DDINGS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

•The  resolution  was  again  read. 


Mr.  WARREN.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
article  in  the  Union  to  which  the  resolution  refers. 

Several  Membebs  objected. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  suppose  that  if  we  vote 
down  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  ths 
table,  we  can  have  the  article  read  again. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it  would 
not  be  in  order,  if  objection  be  made,  both  papers 
having  been  read.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  ask  a  vote  of  the  House  upon 
the  propriety  of  having  the  article  read? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do.  I  move  that  it  be 
read. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Campbell's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  • 

The  article  was  again  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Olds's 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table;  and 
there  were— yeas  77,  nays  29;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Merara.  Aiken,  Jainfi  C.  Allen,  Willia  Allen, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Bark»lale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce, 
Breekinridfe,  Bridgea,  Caruihera.Chriaiuan.  Clark,  RHna- 
man,  Cobb,  Colqulti,  Cox,  Cullom,  Curtia,  Cutting,  Jona 
O.  Davia,  Oawann,  Dent,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Edniundaon, 
John  M.  Elliott,  Faulkner,  Ooode,  Greenwood,  Hamilton, 
Wiley  P.  Harria,  Hnndricka,  Henn,  Hiiryer,i|Ioualon, 
Georgfi  W.  Jonea,  Kidwell,  Letcher,  Llndley.  Macdonald, 
McDouKall,  McMullin,  Macy,  Maxwell,  John  O.  Miller, 
Smith  Miller,  Million,  Olda,  Mordecai  Oliver,  John  Per- 
kina,  Pbelpa,  Powell,  Preaton,  Biddle,  Tbomaa  Bitchejr, 
Robbina,  Ruffin,  Seward,  Seymour,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Sln- 
gieion,  Samuel  A.  Smiili,  William  R.  Smiib,  Geone  W. 
Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Riciiard  H.  Stanton.  Heator 
L.  Slevena.  Nathaniel  6.  Taylor,  Trout,  Vail,  Warren, 
Daniel  B.  VVright,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright-77. 

NAY»I— Mewta.  Appleion,  anil,  Benton,  Campbell, 
Cook,  Cnrwin,  Crocker,  Dick,  Edmandii,  Everhart,  Good- 
rich, Aaron  Harlan,  llavan,  Ifnwe,  Hunt,  Knnx,  Lindtley, 
McCulloch,  Norton,  Parker,  Pringle,  David  Ritchie,  Rua< 
•rll,  Sapp,  Skeltnn,  Gerrit  Smith,  Upbam,  Walley,  and 
Tappan  Wentworib — ^39.  , 

Jto.quonim  voting. 

tW.  HAMILTON.  I  move  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  tq. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  members  answered  to  their  names. 

T^uollowing  are  the  names  of  the  absentees: 

MoR.  Thomaa  H.  Bayly,  Banke,  Bennett,  Benaoa, 
Biaaeil,  Bliaa,  Brooka,  Bun,  Carpenter,  Caakie,  Chamber- 
lain, Chaae,  Chaalain,  Churcbwell.  Craige^  Cummiof, 
TiMunaa  Davia,  Dean,  Ije  Witt,  Dickinaon,  Dianey,Drnm, 
Dunham,  Eaatman,  Eddy,  Edgertnn,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot, 
Engliah,  Etheridge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Florence, 
Franklin,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Grey,  Grow,  Aitdrew  J.  Harlan, 
Sampaon  W.  Harria,  Hanlaoo,  Haatinga,  Hlbbard,  Hughes, 
Ingeranll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Roland  Jonea,  KelU,  Kerr.Kit- 
tredge,  Kurtz,  I^amb,  Lane,  Latbam,  Lilly,  Lyon.  McNalr, 
McQueen,  Mace,  Maueaon,  Maurice,  May,  Heachan, 
Middleawanb,  HinniD,  Manay,  Noble,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Orr,  Packer,  Peck,  Peckham,  Pennington,  Phillips,  Pratt, 
PuQrear,  Ready,  Reeae,  Ricliardaon,  Rogers,  Rowe,  Sa- 
bin.  Sage.  Shower,  Skelion,  William  Smith,  Snodgtaas, 
Sollera,  Alexander  H.  BtDphena,  Straub,  David  Stnan, 
John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  Traay,  Tweed,  Wade, 
Walbridge,  Walker,  Waloh,  Ellibu  B.  Waahbume,  larael 
Waahbum,  Welia,  John  Wentwortb,  Weaibtook,  Wheeler, 
Witte,  Yatea,  and  Zollicofler. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tertmmt,  (Mr.  Juhbi,  of 
Tennessee,  in  the  chair.)  The  Doorkeeper  will 
now  close  the  doors. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  we  hare  a  quorum 
present,  I  hope  that  all  further  proceedings  in  ths 
call  will  be  dispensed  with.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clinoman's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  all  further  prooMdings  under  ths  call  war* 
dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempon.     The  question 
now  is  on  laying  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinoi]  upon-the  table;  upon' 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there  were — 
yeas  79,  nays  31;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Abeicrombie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
Wlllla  Allen,  Aahe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barkadale,  Barry, 
Belcher,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea,  Caratbara, 
Clark,  CHiigman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Oullom,  Curtia,  Cutting, 
John  6.  Davia,  Dawaon,  Dent,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Edmnnd- 
Bon,Elliaon,  Ewing,  Paulkner.aoode, Green,  Greenwood, 
Hamilton,  Hendricka,  Henn,  Hill.  Hiiiyer,  Houalon.Georfa 
W.  Jonea,  J.  Glaney  Jonea,  KIdwell,  Letcker,  Lindley, 
Macdonald,  McDongail,  McMolUn,  Macy,  Maxwell,  John 
O.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  MillaoD,  Olda,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Biabop  Perkina,  John  Parkina,  Pbelpa,  Powell,  Prealoo, 
Riddle,  Thomaa  Rilchey,  Robbina,  Ruffin,  Seward,  Sev- 
innur.  Shannon,  Shaw,  Singleton,  George  W.  Smyth, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.Bnnton,  Heator  L.  Ste- 
ven*, Strallon,  NaUianiel  G.  Taylor,  Vail,  VanaanI,  Warren, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Hen^fick*.  Wright— 79. 

NAYS— MeKsra.  Appleion,  Benton,  Campbell,  Cook, 
Corwin,  Crocker,  Dick,  Edmanda,  Evfrbart,  Olddings, 
Goodrich,  Aaron  Harlan'  Havea,  Howe,  Hunt,  Kaoz, 
Lindaiey,  Mayali,  Norton,  Parker,  Ptiagte,  David  RileUe, 
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Russell,  Sspp,  niminnna,  akellnn,  GerriISin<ih,Tharaion, 
Uphani,  WollFf ,  and  Tnppan  WeniwoiUi — 31. 

No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  move  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  are  several  members 
here  who  happened  to  be  out  when  their  names 
were  called.  We  can  get  a  quorum  in  a  few  min- 
,utea  more. 

Mr.  ELLISON.  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  adioum. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.of  Pennsylvania.  Ir^newthe 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ELLtSON.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Ritcbik'i 
motion,  there  were — yeas  .32,  nays  81. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  rf AVEN.     Is  there  a  quorum  present.' 

The  SPEAKER.    There  ia  not. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  intended  to  make  a  motion, 
if  there  #bs  a  quorum,  to  get  rid  of  the  business 
before  us. 

The  SPEAKER  jn-o  lempore.  The  question 
now  is  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  genileman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bridges,]  that  there  be 
a  call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.*  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn,  and  I  hope  the  motion  will  be  agreed  to, 
with  the  understanding  that  we  adjourn  till  Mon- 
day next.  It  is  very  evident  that  you  cannot  keep 
a  quorum  for  five  mitiutes  at  a  time,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  of  no  use  for  us  to  stay  here,  a^no 
business  can  be  transacted  without  a  quoruiW 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  make  the  motion  that  the  House 
adjourn  till  Monday? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not.  I  make  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  with  the  understanding  that  we 
shall  not  come  back  here  to-morrow,  or  th^iexl 
day,  without  a  quorum.  ^P 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  motion  can- 
not be  made  with  any  such  understanding. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  aware  of  that;  bull 
hope  that  will  be  the  understanding. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  Has  the  House  done  any 
business  since  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  last 
motion  to  adjourn .' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  A  motion  has 
been  made  and  agreed  to  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  ten  minutes  after  two  o'clock, 
p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridat,  June  9,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prjiyer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbur'n. 

Thejournalofy  esterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing,  submitting  estimates  of  deficiencies  in  the 
public  printing;  which,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

LEGISLATIVE  ACTS  OF  NEW  ME.flCO. 
The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  i 
communication  from  William  S.  .Messerva,  Secre- 
tary ofthe  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  organic  law  of  that  Territory,  two 
copies  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  at  its 
last  session,  begun  on  the  5lh  day  of  December, 
1853,  and  closed  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1854. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

DEATH  OF  HON.  JOHN    F.  SNODGRASS. 

Mr.  FAULKNER  then  rose  and  said:  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  the  request  of  some  of  my  colleagues, 
and  with  the  concurftnce  of  all  of  them,  I  rise  to 
discharge  the  melancholy  office  of  announcing  to 
this  House  the  deolh  of  Hbn.  JoiiNFuTATTS.>joD- 
OHABK,  late  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the 


eleventh  district  of  Virginia.  This  painful  and 
unexpected  event  occurred  in  Parkersburg,  on 
Monday,  the  5th  day  of  the  present  month,  it  is 
said,  while  engaged  in  the  trial  of  an  important 
cause  in  court.  The  deceased  left  this  city  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th  of  May,  to  pay  a  brief  visit  to 
his  family,  and  to  attend  some  of  the  courts  of  his 
district.  He  bade  us  adieu  on  that  day,  to  ali 
l#man  eyes,  certainly  to  mine,  in  a  better  condi- 
tion of  bodily  health,  than  he  had  at  any  time 
enjoyed  since  he  first  assunfed  to  discharge  his 
duties  in  this  Hall.  This  was  a  subject  of  remark 
and  congratulation  both  by  himself  and  friends  on 
that  day.  And  yet,iiTthebriefspaceofone  week, 
•we  were  shocked  by  the  intelligence  that  he,  too, 
had  contributed  another  trophy  to  the  remorseless 
triumphs  of  the  grava^ 

This,  Mr.  Speaker^R  the  fifth  occasion,  sinc^ 
the  commencement  of  the^present  session  of  Con- 
,  gress,  that  some  surviving  member  of  this  body 
'  has  been  called  upon  to  perform  that  duty  which 
I  have  risen  to  discharge  to  my  departed  friend. 
King,  Atiierton,  Campbkll,  Muhlenberg,  and 
Snodgrasi,  have  all  in  the  brief  period  of  a  fev 
months  passed  from  the  fretful  scenes  of  public 
life,  leaving  nothing  behind  them  but  the  memory 
of  their  virtuous  deeds.  TheNorthand  theSouth, 
the  East  and  the  West,  have  each  in  their  turn 
been  called  upon  to  contributes  victim  to  the  com: 
mon  destroyer  of  our  race,  and  to  mingle  their 
griefs  at  the  fall  of  some  lofty  column  that  graced 
this  temple  of  representative  freedom.  Sir,  we 
have  in  all  this  much  to  admonish  us  ofthe  van- 
ity and  emptiness  of  all  human  honors,  and  of 
all  earthly  aspirations — much  to  bring  with  im- 
pressive force  to  our  minds,  "  what  shadows  we 
are,and  what  shadows  we  pursue" — and  to  chasten 
our  thoughts  for  a  higher,  purer,  and  more  perma- 
nent inheritance  in  regions  beyond  the  grave. 

Mr.  Snodgrass  was  a  native  of  the  county  of 
Berkeley,  and  State  of  Virginia,  born  within  two 
miles  of  the  place  of  my  own  birth  and  present 
residence.  He  was  one  of  an  extensive  family 
.residing  in  that  portion  of  Virginia — a  family, 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
that  picturesque  and  productive  valley,  and  some 
of  whose  descendants  still  occupy  their  ancestral 
homes,  engaged  in  the  quiet  and  ennobling  pur- 
suits of  agricultural  life.  He  was  born  on  the 
2d  day  of  Morch,  1804,  and  was  thus  in  the  fifty- 
first  year  of  his  age  at  the  period  of  his  death. 

My  acquaintance  with  ihedeceased  commenced 
at  an  early  period  of  my  life — immediately  after 
my  return  from  college.  He  had  then  finished  his 
course  of  preparatory  study,  under  the  guidance 
and  instruction  of  General  Boyd,  an  eminently 
successful  memberof  the  Virginia  bar;  and  he  had 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  a  law- 
yer. The  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  of  his  temper 
at  that  period  of  his  life,  before  disease  had  pre- 
maturely furrowed  his  cheek,  and  saddened  the 
expression  of  his  face,  made  him  a  general  favorite 
with  all  classes  of  persons;  whilst  the  ardor  and 
enthusiasm  with  which  he  dedicated  himself  to 
the  labors  of  his  profession,  aided  by  an  anxiou* 
circle  of  influential  friends,  soon  gave  him  a  com- 
manding position  in  the  practice  sf  the  courts.  He 
pursued  his  profession  in  his  native  county  some 
five  or  six  years,  when,  contrary  to  the  ad  vice  and 
wishes  of  his  friends,  he  removed  to  Parkersburg, 
a  prosperous  town  in  Western  Virginia,  situated 
on  the  Ohio  river,  where  he  continued  to  reside  to 
the  period  of  his  death. 

In  his  new  location  in  Western  Virginia  he 
rapidly  achieved  for  himself  an  honorable  profes- 
sional fame.  In  those  days,  and  I  presume  it  is 
to  a  great  extent  so  now,  the  life  of  a  circuit 
court  practitioner  in  that  portion  of  Virginia, 
when  in  full  business,  was  one  of  great  endurance 
and  toil.  His  theater  of  practice  was  necessarily 
large,  few  facilities  for  rapid  and  comfortable  travel 
existed,  and  a  large  proporiion  of  the  most  im- 
portant causes  involved  the  complex  and  recon- 
dite refinements  ofthe  law  of  real  estate,  rendered 
doubly  and  trebly  obscure  by  the  fluctuating  and 
inconsistent  statutary  enactments  of  our  State  for 
the  last  seventy  years.  This  field  of  practice 
reared  a  body  of  acute  and  subtle  practitioners  in 
the  law  of  real  aciions,  that  might  have  done 
credit  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  England, 
during  the  palmiest  days  of  Hargrove  or  Fearne. 
Against  this  formidable  array  of  intellect  and 
skill,  Mr.  S.voDGRASs  determined  toenterthe  con- 
test for  professional  eminence  and   emolument. 


And  it  is  no  mean  praise  to  say  that  he  maintained 
a  high  and  elevated  position  amongist  his  rivals 
at  the  bar — rising  daily  in  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  his  fellow-men,  and  realizing,  by  his 
arduous  and  unwearied  lators,  a  fortune  sufficient 
to  relieve  his  widow  and  infant  children  from  all 
dependance  upon  the  cold  and  unfeeling  charities 
of  this  world. 

Mr.  Snodgrass  had  no  fondness  for  the  noisy 
and  exciting  scenes  of  political  life.  His  nature 
instinctively  recoiled  from  its  bitter  and  senseless 
animosities,  and  he  looked  with  horror  upon  its 
treacherous  and  deceptive  quicksands.  Eminently 
domestic  in  all  his  tastes,  he  found  his  greatest 
solace  in  the  society  of  his  own  family  circle,  and 
in  those  holjntearea  of  home  education  and  in- 
struction by  which  a  parent  best  fulfills  the  obli- 
gations imposed  by  nature  and  by  God.  The  law 
was  his  favorite  field  of  usefulness  and  employ- 
me|^  With  all  its  numerous  and  refined  distinc- 
tions he  had  become  familiar.  In  its  unimpas- 
sioned  contests  it  was  his  delight  to  mingle.  To 
excellence  in  that  deportment  he  had  disciplined 
all  his  faculties;  hacl  fashioned  all  his  habits  of 
thought,  and  concentrated  all  the  energies  of  his 
mind.  There  he  felt  himself  at  home,  and  I  here  he 
found  a  premature  grave.  And  yet,  sir^^with- 
standing  his  strong  aversion  to  publidflj^^cca- 
sions  did  occur,  in  which,  from  the  co^^^fe  re- 
posed in  the  soundness  of  his  judgment^H^^  the 
inflexibility  of  his  principles,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  appeals  addressed  to  his  sense  of 
duty  as  a  citizen,  he  was  constrained  to  abandon, 
for  a  time,  his  favorite  pursuit,  and  accept  of  ser- 
vice upon  a  higher  theater  of  action. 

The  first  of  these  occasions  to  which  I  alhide, 
was  the  convention  which  assembled  in  Richmond 
in  the  fall  of  1850,  to  frame  a  new  constitution  of 
government  for  the  people  of  Virginia.  The  public 
mind  of  that  State  had  long  brooded  in  sullen  dis- 
content over  the  evils  incident  to  the  then  existing 
government,  and  nothing  short  of  a  radical  and 
fundamental  change  in  its  whole  slruciure,  could 
satisfy  the  progressive  aspirations  of  a  people  who 
felt  that  their  energies  were  held  in  subjection  by 
artificial  restraints,  inconsistent  with  the  true 
principles  of  republican  freedom  and  equality.  U 
was  well  known  that  great  questions — embracing 
all  the  organic  principles  of  popular  government, 
with  all  the  necessary  safeguards  for  the  protec- 
tion of  property — involvings  sectional  transfer  of 
political  power  from  the  east  to  the  west — would 
engage  the  deliberations  of  that  body,  and  find  a 
solution  in  its  action.  Mr.  Snodgrass  was  a 
member  of  that  convention.  I  also  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  that  body,  and  I  will  not  revive  by 
any  review  of  its  proceetlings,  those  exciting  and 
absorbing  topics,  which  at  that  time  so  fearfully 
agitated  the  popular  heart  of  that  Commonwealth. 
Its  result  was  one  of  the  proudest  triumphs  ofthe 
principles  ofpopulargovernment  which  the  records 
of  history  can  attest.  A  revolution,  as  decided  in 
its  results  as  any  of  those  whicj)  for  the  last  cen- 
tury have  deluged  the  monarchies  of  Europe  with 
blood,  passed  off  under  the  influence  of  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  popular  supremacy  as 
quietly  and  tranquilly  as  the  most  ordinary  county 
election.  Mr.  Snohcrass  was  not  distinguislied 
as  a  speaker  in  that  convention.  I  have  no  rfc  i- 
lection  of  his  appearance  upon  the  floor,  exi-^pt 
upon  one  occasion,  and  then  he  was  drawn  from 
his  habitual  silence  by  some  local  distribution  of 
representative  power  which  he  believed  did  injus- 
tice to  his  district.  1  well  remember  his  effort  on 
that  occasion.  It  was  earnest,  emphatic,  and 
forcible,  and  was  followed  at  the  time  by  the  over- 
whelming triumph  of  his  views.  Bui,  althnuga 
not  distinguished  as  a  speaker,  the  soundness  of 
his  judgment  and  the  unshaken  fidelity  of  hii 
course  to  those  cherished  principles  of  repre.';en'a- 
tive  government  in  which  his  section  of  the  S:^ie 
took  so  deep  an  interest,  gave  value  to  his  conn 
sels,  and  caused  them  to  be  eagerly  sought  after 
by  those  associated  with  him  in  action;  ond  his 
friends  may  proudly  point  to*ie  record  of  hia  voiea 
in  that  body  as  evidence  of  the  just  discrimina- 
tion, the  clear-sighted  sagacity,  and  of  the  inflpr- 
ible  adherence  to  principle  which  marked  his  o|  i  - 
ions  and  conduct  during  all  the  trying  scenes  of 
of  that  protracted  and  exciting  struggle. 

In  May,  1853,  Mr.  Snodgrass  was  elected  a 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  eleventh 
district  of  Virginia.  He  readied  this  city  at  the 
opening  of  Congress  in  feeble  heHlth,  which  caused 
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Itint  to  b«  much  absent  from  our  deliberationi; 
and  it  was  only  a  few  days  ago,  before  he  left  this 
city  for  Virginia,  that  he  seemed  to  realize  the  pros- 
pect of  a  speedy  realor4ion  to  his  usual  state  of 
health. 
As  a  member  of  this  body,  his  codras  is  famil- 
^aar  to  all  who  hear  me.    No  one  could  fail  to  have 
^eea  favorably  impressed  by  his  modest  and  un- 
obtrusive deportment,  by  his  courteous  and  gen- 
tlemanly bearing,  and  by  the  uniform  kindness  of 
his  manner.    If  he  has  added  nothing  to  the  fame 

»( Virginia  by  intellectual  exhibitions  upon  this 
oor,  he  has  detracted  nothing  from  her  pure  and 
loAy  escutcheon  by  his  conduct  in  this  Hall,  or 
elsewhere.  If  not  a  conspicuous,  he  has,  so  far 
as  his  health  permitted.  Been  a  useful  and  atten- 
tive member;  and  if  Virginia  holds  within  her 
limits,  sons  of  higher  eloquence  and  genius,  she 
con  point  to  none  more  true  and  loyal  to  all  o£her 
cherished  principles  than  him  whose  loss  from  her 
public  service  we  this  day  deplore. 

Mr.  SNOoeRASs  was  not  a  brilliant  man.  His 
friends  would  scorn  lo  dishonor  the  memory  of 
one  so  distinguished  for  truth,  by-  undeserved 
praise  after  his  death,-8uch  as  would  not  have 
been  held  to'ave  been  just,  if  pronounced  while 
alive.  But  although  not  a  brilliant  man,  he  was 
eminently  a  good  man;  he  was  ui  honest  man, 
scrupulous  in  the  discharge  of  all  of  his  public 
and  private  obligations,  uiaritable  and  benevo- 
lent in  his  feeling,  firm  in  his  friendships,  and  faith- 
ful to  all  his  associations.  And,  sir,  when  the 
places  which  know  each  and  all  of  us  now,  shall 
know  us  no  more,  forever,  on  this  eu^,  it  will  be 
a  source  of  proud  consoUtion  V>  our  children  and 
friends^  if  we  shall  leave  a  record  as  free  from 
blemish  and  reproach,  as  that  which  will  univer- 
sally be  accorded  to  the  late  Representative  of  the 
•levenih  district  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Rnotui,  That  flie  Houm  bai  beaid  with  deep  resret  the 
aBnouneeinent  of  ihe  desi^  of  tlie  Bon.  JvbicFbvatt 
SsoDOSASt,  late  ameoiberof  ihe  preattut  CODgraM,  and 
fkom  Bflncere  deaire  orihowing  every  mark  of  respect  due 
to  bis  memory,  will  wear  crape  on  tbe  left  arm  for  tliirty 
days. 

KtsoiMd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  lo 
communicate  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  to  the  tkad\y  of 
the  deceased ;  and  that  as  a  funher  mark  of  respect  this 
i^ouse  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  LETCHER  said:  The  cordial  intimacy 
and  sincere  friendship  and  confidence  which  has 
existed  between  my  Uimented  colleague  and  my- 
self, will  prove  a  sufficient  excuse,  if  indeed  any 
be  necessary,  for  adding  a  few  remarks  to  the  elo- 
quent, appropriate,  and  deserved  tribute  which  has 
just  been  paid  to  his  character  and  his  virtues. 

Our  acquaintance  commenced  in  the  year  1850, 
when  we  met.in  Richmond  to  enter  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  important  public  duties  which  had 
been  assigned  to  us,  as  members  of  the  Virginia 
Reform  Convention.  In  that  body  as  in  this  we 
sat  side  by  side;  there  as  here  we  formed  part  of 
the  same  mesa,  dhd  the  acquaintance  then  formed 
soon  ripened  inte  an  intimacy  and  cordial  friend- 
ship that  has  strengthened  with  each  successive 
year. 

The  sad  news  of  the  death  of  oifr.  colleague 
came  upon  us  all  most  unexpectedly.  Though 
he  had  been  in  ill-health  for  some  time  past,  yet 
he  had  recently  improved  so  rapidly  that  we  cher- 
ished the  agreeable  hope  that  tie  would  soon  be 
restored,  and  that  his  friends,  and  fiunily,  and 
country,  would  enjoy  the  benefit  o^is  sound 
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udgment  and  practical  wisdom  for  years  to  come. 

When  he  left  this  city,  on  the  30th  of  May,  I 
know  he  fondly  anticipated  a  speedf  restoration 
to  health,  and  an  early  return  to  his  public  duties 
with  renewed  vigor.  When  we  parted,  it  occurred 
lo  neither  of  us  that  it  was  a  final  separation  in 
this  world.  There  was  a  buoyancy  of  spirits,  and 
a  gaiety  and  sprightliness  in  his  manner  and  con- 
versation, that  I  bad  rarely  seen  him  exhibit  be- 
fore in  our  intercourse.  Little  did  1  then  think 
that  these  indications  were  the  bright  flashes  of  a 
light  so  soon  to  be  extinguished  in  death.  But 
alas !  such  they  were ! 

_  He  was  a  man  of  great  parity  of  character  and 
singleness  of  purpose.  There  was  nothing  of 
that  selfishness  and  cold  calculation  about  him 
which  is  often,  too  often,  visible  in  the  conduct  of 
the  public  men  of  our  day  and  generation.  Prin- 
ciple was  the  chart  which  rfgulalcd  and  governed 
his  conduct  and  controlled  his  action.  Mo  man, 
either  in  his  public  or  private  action,  was  less  in- 


fluenced by  what  the  cold,  selfish,  and  calculating 
world  has  been  pleased  to  designate  as  expe- 
diency or  policy. 

'Among  all  my  friends  there  was  not  one  who 
possessed  nobler  traits  of  character.  He  was  a 
man  of  generous  and  manly  impulses — the  sternest 
integrity,  personal,  professional,  and  political.  la 
his  friendships  he  was  ardent,  faithful,  and  sin- 
cere, in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  citizen,  hus- 
band, parent,  he  wft^a  true  man,  scrupulously 
exact  in  the  discharged' the  obligations  due  to  hu 
country,  and  the  duties  due  to  family,  friends,  and 
neighbors.  He  enjoyed  in  a  most  remarkable 
degree,  the  confidence,  respect,  and  esteem  of  all. 
who  knew  him,  and  particularly  of  that  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lived;  as  is  stnkingly  illustrated 
in  his  professional  and  political  success.  He  has 
never,  I  believe,  been  a  cimdidate  for  office  with- 
out being  successful. 

.  I  feel  that  1  have  lost  a  devoted  friend,  whose 
confidence  I  enjoyed,  and  whose  sound  judgment 
and  practical  advice  has  often  been  of  the  greatest 
service  to  me  in  times  of  trialand  embarrassment. 
No  one  can  regret  his  death  more  sincerely  than 
1  do,  and  no  one  outside  of  his  immediate  family 
circle  will  feel  his  loss  more  sensibly.  But  he  is 
gone,  and  we  must  bow  in  humble  submission  to 
that  Providence  which  disposes  all  things  wisely 
and  well. 

This  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  one  so 
universally  esteemed,  should  admonish  us  of  the 
uncertainty  of  life,  and  should  lead  our  minds  to 
solemn  reflections. 

"  Pauing  awmy, ' '  is  written  in  strong  and  legible 
characters  upon  the  world,  and  all  the  world  con- 
tains. Look  around  you ,  and  wheresoever  the  eye 
rests,  those  startlinj;  words  attract  the  vision, 
and  admonish  man  that  his  days  are  few.  We 
see  generation  follow  generation  in  the  sad  and 
solemn  march  to  the  tomb.  How  quickly,  how 
unexpectedly,  the  spell  is  dissolved,  that  binds  us 
to  those  we  love,  respect,  and  admire  for  their 
virtues,  their  intelligence,  their  patriotism.  The 
beauties  of  the  year  fade,  and  its  bounties  perish'. 
The  loveliest  scenes  of  nature  lose.their  power  to 
charm  and  to  delight.  The  reiigions  of  one  age 
pass  awa^,  and  ore  succeeded  by  others  entirdy 
different  in  character,  in  form,  and  in  belief.  The 
human  governments  of  one  day  are  exploded  by 
others  in  rapid  succession: 

"  Like  bobMes  on  the  sea  of  matter  boroe. 
They  rise,  Uiey  break,  and  to  that  sea  retam." 
We  feel,  therefore,  that  those  solemn  words, 
■■  potaii^  esus^"  are  stamped  with  fearful  distinet- 
nes4  opon  everything  around  us,  and  upon  all  of 
us.  Each  dav  impresses  upon  our  minds  the 
stem  reality,  tnat  there  is  but  a  step  between  us 
and  the  grave,  yet  we  live,  we  move,  we  act  as  if 
the  services  in  which  we  are  now  so  busily  en- 
gaged were  never  to  have  an  end.  We  stand  upon 
the  grave  of  our  fellow,  and  yet  we  seem  not  to 
realize  the  great  truth,  that  we  too  must,  in  a 
brief  ipaee,  slumber  beneath  the  same  sod. 

Let  us  then  strive  to  profit  by  the  lesson  which 
the  sad,  sudden,  and  solemn  death  of  oar  col- 
league teaches.    Let  it  admonish  us, 
"That  man's  nneenain  Hfis 
la  like  the  tain  drop,  hanging  on  the  bongk 
Amongst  tea  thousand  of  its  sparkling  kindred. 
The  remnant  of  soma  passing  thunder  shower, 
That  hsvo  their  moments  one  by  one  to  fbtl ; 
And  which  shsll  Mmoesl  lose  Its  perilous  hold, 
We  cannot  gasas." 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  half  past  twelve  o'clock)  the 
H^se  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satord&t,  Juiw  10,  1854. 
The  Housednet  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MKBSAGB  fROM  THK  SENATE. 
A  messKS  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
at  the  hands  of  Asbdrt  Dickins,  Esq.,  their  Sec- 
retary, informing  the  House  that  the  .Senate  had 
mused  a  bill  of  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Frazer.  .  * 

Mr.  MILLSON.  As  there  is  probably  not  a 
quorum  present,  and  as  a  vote  on  laying  on  the 
table  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  OiDOiNes]  might  disclose  that  fact,  and  com- 


pel a  precipitate  adjournment,  with  a  view  to  save 
a  day  for  the  public  business,  no  w  pressing,  1  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  ~ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to! 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
WholeAin  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bococc 
in  tbe  tihair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  thefbmmluee  last 
rose  they  had  under  consideration  tlBE*acific  rail' 
road  bUT,  upon  which  the  gentlemanlrom  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Sihsibton]  is  entitled  t^he  floor. 

Mr. SINQLETON.  I  did  not  ocpect  toad- 
dress  the  committee  to-day,  and  if  there  is  tnj 
other  gentleman  who  would  like  to  do  so.  1  will 
yield  the  floor  with  the  understanding  that  I  shall 
occupy  it  on  Monday  next.  ■ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  abandon  the  right  to  theflooat 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  With  the  mnitnt  of  the 
gentleiaan  from  Mississippi,  I  would  liketo  occupy 
a  few  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  SINQLETON.  1  have  not  troubled  the 
House  at  all  during  this  session,  and  I  would  be 
very  much  gratified  if  the  committee  would  allow 
me  to  speak  on  Monday  next. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Chair  to  say  that,  under  any  circumstances, 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  floor  on  Monday,  for  some  other  gentleman 
may  occupy  the  chair.  The  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  if  he  yields  the  floor,  must  take  his 
diance  with  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  SINGLETON.  I  yield  the  floor,  then,  to 
the  gentleman  from  Gleorgia,  [Mr.  Chaitain.] 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  Air.  Chairman,  I  desire  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  a  subject  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  second,  in  political  and  commercial  im- 
portance, to  none  before  the  country.  The  recent 
seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior  by  the  Spanish 
authorities  at  Havana,  the  many  insults  and 
wrongs  imposed  upon  our  merchants  and  shipping 
at  that  port  for  a  series  of  years,  together  with 
the  disposition  manifested  by  certain  foreign  Pow- 
srs  to  interfere  in  all  that  concerns  our  intercourse 
with,  or  policy  in  regard  to  Cuba,  combine  to 
make  it  essentially  necessary  that  prompt  and  de- 
termined action  should  mark  our  diplomacy  with 
Spain,  in  relation  to  the  future  possession  of  that 
island ;  in  other  words,  and  in  plainer  language,  Mr. 
Chairman,  whether  Cuba  is  to  remain  the  prop- 
erty of  Spain,  or  whether,  by  fair  and  honorable 
means,  it  shall  be  transferred  to  the  United  States ! 
If  to  remain  the  property  of  Spain,  the  time  has 
arrived,  sir,  when  our  intercourse  with  that  island 
shoald  be  regulated  by  treaty,  guarantying  to  this 
Government  privileges,  in  a  commercial  sense,  the 
most  liberal  conceded  by  one  CK>vernment  to 
another;  a  protection  of  the  rights  of  slaveholders 
there,  (such  as  Spain,  i  fear,  will  never  grant;) 
and  providing  for  prompt  indemnity,  without  a 
resort  to  the  Spanish  Court,  whenever  undue  ex- 
actions, or  wrongs,  are  inflicted  upon  either  our 
shipping  or  onr  citizens.  And  if,  sir,  the  contrary 
is  to  be  the  policy  of  our-diplomacy  in  relation  to 
Cuba — that  is,  if  the  **  stars  and  stripes"  are  to 
wave  where  now  the  SiMinish  flag  indicates  whose 
property  it  is — then  let  it  be  upon  aseale  marked, 
not  only  by  strict  regard  for  national  and  personal 
rirhts,  but  let  it  be  characterized  by  a  liberality 
which  shall  show  to  the  world,  that  while  com- 
mercial and  political  necessity  forces  upon  oat 
Government  the  possession  of  another'sftroperty, 
the  necessities  or  weakness  of  fhat  other  shall 
prove  her  protection  against  injustice. 

Of  the  two  policies  thus  indicated,  sir,  1  am  de- 
cidedly for  the  latter.  The  time  has  arrived,  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try demand  that  Cuba  shall  change  hands.  This 
is  demanded'as  well  by  social  as  by  commercial, 
agricultural,  and  political  intereeu.  Notwith.  ' 
siandine  these,  sir,  I  am  aware  that  the  proppsir 
tion  wilT  be  dissented  from  and  opposed  in  eert^ig 
quarters,  with  a  Zealand  spirit  displayed  often  upon 
this  floor  in  days  long  past,  as  well  as  on  a  more 
recent  occasion.  Butwhatof  this,  sir?  Opposi- 
tion was  made  to  the  acquisition  of  Louifi^a; 
opposition  was  made  to  the  acquisition  of  Florida; 
Opposition  was  made  to  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
to  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  indirect  or  direct  con- 
sequence thereof;  and  to  the  acquirement  of  Ca)i< 
fomia  and  N*w  Mexico.  . 
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Let  us  look  to  (he  results  of  all  this.  Mr, 
Chairman,  all  who  supported  those  measures  look 
with  pride  to  the  fortunate  and  glorious  results 
Btiendiiig  them,  while  thoue  who  so  vainly  opposed 
wonder  at  the  progress  which  the  country  has 
made — at  the  prosperity  resulting  from  each  of 
tiiose  measures,  the  wisdom  and  importance  of 
which  are  so  clearly  discerned  and  so  universally 
acknowledged .  Doubtless  the  United  States  would 
be  a  llourishiug  Republic,  her  limits  still  bound  by 
the  French  ami  Spanish  possessions  on  the  Mis- 
(issippi  anck  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  doubtless  our 
Gorernment  would  indicate  an  enviable  nrosperity 
without  Oregon,  California, Texas,  or  NAv  Mex- 
ico. But,  v^ile  admitting  this,  what  aspect  does 
(he  present  to  the  world  with  her  present  limits  ? 
Look  to  the  cane  and  cotton  lands  of  what  were 
once  the  French  and  Spanish  possessions !  Look 
to  the  soil  of  Texas,  and  the  gold,  silver,  and 
other  minerals  and  agricultural  products  of  Cali- 
fornia aid  New  Mexico!  Look  to  Oregon,  and 
then  com'pare  the  original  "Thirteen"  and  their 
possessions  with  the  Oniled  Stales  now  and  her 
possessions!  Who  so  weak,  Mr.  Chairman,  as 
not  to  perceive  and  acknowledge  that  the  policy 
which  brought  about  this  change  was  that  of 
wisdom.'  Who  so  skeptical  as  to  doubt  that 
it  was  what  some  term  dtstiny,  but  which,  in 
my  humble  judgment — and  I  say  it  with  due  rev- 
erence— was  the  work  of  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence ? 

Sir,  two  hundred  years  ago,  oppression  drove 
to  the  American  continent  a  people,  whom  force 
could  nut  utterly  subdue,  but  who  sought  in  a 
land  far  from  that  of  the  oppressor,  a  home  where 
peace  should  supplant  strife,  and  liberty  despot- 
ism. And  is  it  not  so  even  now?  The  oppress- 
or's scourge  is  still  driving  from  the  Old  to  the 
New  World  a  people  who  regard  our  political 
liberties  as  inestimable  privileges,  and  Republican 
institutions  with  enthusiasm  and  reverence.  Go 
to  the  wharves,  sir,  of  our  great  commercial  marts, 
and  not,  as  in  old  times,  by  tens  and  by  hundreds 
do  they  reach  our  shores,  but  by  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands.  From  our  already  overgrown 
cities  these  people,  Mr.  Chairman,  seek  the  far 
West,  and  not  even  the  most  distant  Territory 
but  evidences  that  the  tide  of  emigration  will  soon 
make  "  the  wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose."  Cut 
off  from  resources  Euch  as  the  policy  of  territorial 
acquisition  has  provided,  and  what  would  now  be 
the  condition  of  things?  On  all  sides  of  us,  sir, 
eave  where  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  roll,  there 
would  now  be  a  population,  and  a  growing 
one,  recognizing  .crowned  heads  as  their  rulers, 
or  a  people  contending  with  monarchs,  for  lib- 
erty of  conscience,  speech,  and  the  press — at 
the  best,  a  people,  who,  having  thrown  off  the 
yoke  of  foreign  oppression,  have  established 
Republics  for  themselves,  thus  dividing  a  power 
ana  prosperity  now  all  our  own.  It  might  be, 
sir — and  I  call  the  attention  of  gentlemyi  who  have 
been  opposed  to  our  acquirements  of  territory  to 
this  particular  remark — it  might  be,  sir,  that  we 
should  see  a  Confederacy  of  Slates  organized  with 
an  eye  to  the  prnleciion  of  their  peculiar  agricul- 
tural interests  and  domestic  insututions,  having 
exclusive  privileges  of  trade  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments, by  which  the  great  mechanical  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  North  would  be  greatly 
depressed.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  niaklns  these  re- 
marks, 1  wish  to  be  dislinctly  understood  as  not 
desiring  to  witness  such  a  state  of  things.  1  am, 
and  have  always  been,  a  Union  Democrat.  As 
long  as  Hre  of  ihe  South,  and  they  of  the  North, 
can  hold  together  upon  rights  guarantied  to  each 
by  the  Constitution,  I  am  here,  there,  and  every- 
where, ready  to  "pledge  life,  fortune,  and  sacred 
honor,"  in  the  maintenance  of  this  Confederacy. 
But  it  is  a  great  misfortune  for  gentlemen  who 
have  any  regard  for  the  existence  of  this  Union, 
to  suppose  that  such  a  feeling  is  to  be  used  for  the 
base  purposes  of  the  designing,  or  to  countenance 
fanaticism.  It  can  only  be  tued,  sir,  to  maintain  our 
charter  of  rights — the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — and  when  it  ceases  to  do  this,  I  am  for 
such  government  as  will  most  likely  secure  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  whom  1 
and  my  colleagues  of  the  South  represent. 

Well,  sir,  having,  at  greater  length  than  I  in- 
tended, referred  to  the  policy  of  our  acquisition  of 
territory,  and  the  glorious  results  therefrom,  dis- 
cernible to  every  eye,  I  come  now  to  the  consider- 
ation of  some  of  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 


urge  upon  this  committee  the  acquisition  of  Cuba 
from  Spain,  by  negotiation  with  her  Spanish  Ma- 
jesty, at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

The  Africanization  of  Cubo,  Mr.  Chairman, 
whatever  may  be  said  lo  the  contrary,  is  contem- 
plated. Yes,  sir,  here  in  the  United  States  it  is 
advocated;  and  it  is  doubtless  designed  by  France 
and  England.  There  is  no  time,  on  this  subject, 
to  dally  or  delay  Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  to  trifle 
on  this  matter,  or  to  apply  wliat  may  be  conceived 
improper  epithets,  to  Powers  not  refiresented  on 
this  floor.  But,  sir,  this  is  the  lime  to  seize  the 
"  Bull"  by  the  horns,  ond  to  show  to  the  "  tri- 
color" that  the  "  atara  and  stripes"  are  destined  to 
wave  where  either  Spanish,  British,  or  French  in- 
fluence dares  to  interfere  with  the  principles  and 
settled  policy  of  our  Government.  Fanaticism 
ihay  set  its  hand  to  stay  this  work — for  what  may 
it  not  do?  But  with  regard  to  Cuba,  ere  the  con- 
templated outrage  shall  be  perpetrated,  the  blood 
of  thousands  upon  thousands  shall  deluge  that 
beautiful  island,  and  the  sons,  and  even  sires  of 
those  who  at  Buena  Vista,  Vera  Cruz,  Chepulta- 
pec,  and  Cherubusco,  achieved  immortal  renown, 
shall  whiten  the  sands  of  her  plains.  Such  an 
assault  upon  the  social  relations  and  domestic 
institutions  of  the  South,  as  the  Africanizing 
Cuba,  even  deliberation  upon  it  by  foreign  Pow- 
ers, ><liould  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  North 
nor  South.  That  it  is  contemplated,  testimony  is 
abundant;  and  such  being  the  fact,  it  is  time  for 
those  in  this  House,  and  elsewhere,  who  are  de- 
vote'd  tnthe  maintenanceof  this  Confederacy  upon 
Just  principles,  to  express  their  abhorrence  and 
disgust  of  so  obscene  a  violation  of  social  life  and 
domestic  decency,  and  to  act  accordingly. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  time  for  action  is  propi- 
tious. Look  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Europe. 
France,  England,  and  Turkey  are  at  war  with 
Russia.  Harsh  things  have  been  said,  sir,  of  this 
last  named  Power;  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it 
is  more  sinned  against  than  sinning.  At  the  outset 
I  confess  that  my  sympathies  were  with  Turkey; 
t)ut  my  judgment,  the  result  of  calm  reflection, 
tells  me  to  side  with  Russia.  Our  people,  Mr. 
Chairman,  have  never  suffered  oppression  at  her 
hands.  Our  domestic  institutions  have  never  been 
assailed  by  her.  Our  diplomatic  relations  have 
ever  been  friendly,  and  marked  by  a  due  regard 
for  the  rights  of  each.  Our  commerce  with  that 
nation  is  at  once  extensive  and  profitable.  From 
Turkey  we  have  nothing  to  expect,  and  nothing 
to  exact.  Her  figs  we  are  willing  to  transfer  to 
j  England, and  her  dates  to  France. ^Her  rights  as 
a  nation  we  shall  not  infringe  upon,  nor  to  pro- 
tect them  would  I  consent  that  this  Government 
should  form  any  entangling  alliance.  In  my 
mind,  sir,  the  interference  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, to  the  extent  which  it  has  gone,  between 
Russia  and  Turkey,  requires  justification.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  cause  of  Russia 
should,  by  this  Government,  and  by  our  people,  be 
respected ,  if  not  supported.  Show  me  the  instance 
where  Russian  aggression  upon  our  commence  has 
not  been  promptly  atoned  for.  Show  me  the  in- 
t  stance  where  complaint  has  not  received  respect- 
ful attention,  and  a  Just  response.  It  is  true,  sir, 
that  Russia  is  a  despotism ;  but  what  better  friends 
lo  American  liberty  are  France,  England,  or  Tur- 
key, than  is  Russia?  Whose  population  crowd 
our  shores  more  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  seek- 
ing shelter  frviin  oppression  ?  Whose  hard-earned 
dollars,  by  every  steamer  that  leaves  our  shores 
are  maileii,  with  religious  punctuality,  to  relieve 
an  oppressed  people,  but  those  of  the  Irish  immi- 
grant, who  never  forget  father,  mother,  nor  coun- 
try? No,  sir,  our  relations  with  Russia  should 
be  most  friendly.  It  may  bepossible  that  erelong 
her  enemies  will  be  our  open  and  declared  foes. 
The  continued  agitation  of  the  slavery  question, 
in  Great  Britain,  particularly,  and  the  interference 
of  that  Power  and  France,  with  oar  relations  with 
Spain,  in  all  that  concerns  Cuba,  admonish  us  to 
respectand  maintain  friendlyrelations  with  friends, 
and  to  guard  against  foes.  And  if,  in  our  efforts 
to  procure  the  cession  of  that  island,  we  are  to 
come  into  collision  with  either  England,  or  France, 
j  or  both,  let  the  strife  come,  and  the  sooner  the 
I  better.  While  the  armies  of  the  Czar  are  enter- 
!  mining  the  FrencWand  English  in  the  eastern,  the 
United  States  will  be  prepared  to  tender  them  a 
banquet  fit  for  heroes,  in  this  western  hemisphere. 
And  1  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  when  it  is  all  over, 
the  mind-your-mcn'lnmntss  policy  will  be  admitted, 


by  all  parlies,  to  be  the  best  for  GoTernmeots,  a 
it  is  for  individuals. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  leave  this  subject,  j 
desire  to  say  a  few  wordk  more  in  relniiot)  to  iM 
relative  position  which  England  and  France  bea 
to  Russia  In  the  war  now  progressing.  It  is 
charged,  sir,  that  it  is  aggressive  on  the  part  o^ 
the  latter.  Whatever  of  truth  there  may  be  io* 
this  charge,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  a  policy 
equally  aggressive  that  involves  in  it  England  and 
France.  The  true  secret  of  their  interference  i» 
commercial  supremocy.  These  Powers,  sir,  ^ 
for  supremacy  on  the  land  and  supremacy  on  the 
seas.  They  can  brook  no  rivalry,  and  havini-.  kb 
they  anticipate  doing,  subdued  Nicholas,  they 
will  undertake  to  cripple  oiir  commerce,  and  take 
Cuba  into  their  own  keeping.  Shall  we  •'■-•■  ■■'''er, 
their  one-sided  statements  of  Ruseiai; 
to  jjrejudice  the  minds  of  our  people,  i 
claimers  of  intended  interference  with  Cuba,  put 
forth  by  irresponsible  sources,  to  blind  us  for  s 
season,  and  until  they  have  done  with  Russia?  I 
hope  not,  sir.  The  public  mind  has  already  been 
led  astray  by  the  artifices  of  these  two  Govern- 
ments. The  war  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  es- 
sentially one  for  Iheirown  aggrandinment.  Sym- 
pathy for  the  Turks  is  of  trifling  import  with  them. 
Nor  should  sympathy,  sir,  blind  us  to  the  fact 
that  Russia  is  now  engaged  fighting  an  enemy 
whose  diplomacy  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some 
time  past,  directed  to  the  destruction  of  the  domestic 
institutions  of  the  South — the  Africanization  and 
ultimate  possession  of  Cuba.  It  is  time,  then,  sir, 
for  our  Gournmenl  to  be  up  and  doing.  It  it 
time  to  banllh  all  sickly  sympathy,  to  extend  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  friends,  and  to  on- 
sheath  the  sword  for  foes;  to  wish  Nicholas  (ac- 
cess, and  to  France  and  England  defeat! 

I  deem  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  unnecessary  to  pre- 
sent in  detail  the  proofs  which,  for  days  past, 
have  been  multiplying  relative  to  the  diabolical 
scheme  of  Africanizing  Cuba,  entertained  by 
Spain,  France,  and  England.  As  far  as  circum- 
stantial evidence  can  be  received,  even  by  tnemost 
incredulous,  it  has  already  been  presented  to  the 
Senate ;  and  is  of  itself  sufiicient  to  iniluce  this 
Government  to  demand  the  cession  of  that  island 
lo  the  United  States. 

But  our  commercial  interests  demand  this  ces- 
sion also.  The  Black  Warrior  case,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  but  one  among  the  many  outrages  per- 
petrated upon  our  citizens, and  our  commerce,  by 
the  authorities  of  Spain  at  Havana.  The  num- 
ber and  history  of  these  would  make  a  voluinr. 
In  Executive  Document,  of  the  present  sessioa, 
No.  86,  a  volume  of  three  hundred  and  seventy 
eight  pages,  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  commuiii-_ 
eating  to  the  President  sixteen  cases  of  outrage' 
upon  our  commerce  and  citizens  at  Havana,  com- 
mencing with  that  of  the  Crescent  City,  says, 
that  "  Papers  in  reference  to  other  cases  are  in  ike 
course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  laid  before  the 
President  as  soon  as  they  are  cotnpleted."  Now, 
sir,  is  it  not  outrageous,  in  an  age  enlightened  like 
this,  that  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  commerce  are 
to  be  embarrus.sed,  within  a  few  miles  of  ourovs 
shores,  by  a  Government  like  Spain?  That  citi- 
zens of  this  Republic  are  lo  be  immured  in  cells, 
upon  suspicion  of  wrong,  by  the  most  jealousn*' 
lion  under  the  sun  ?  Think  you,  Mr.  Chairmor 
that  Spain  would  dare  to  act  in  this  wise,  did  al 
not  feel  ej^ouraged  by  a  guarantee  of  some  soi 
on  the  part  of  other  Powers? — Powers,  sir,  en" 
ous  of  our  prosperity,  and  who  only  bide  th 
time  to  strike  a  blow  for  the  possession  of  tint 
same  island !  And  are  we  tamely  to  submit  lo 
all  this?  For  one,  sir,  I  say,  no  !  Better  that  it 
should  be  sunk  in  "the  deep  bosom  of  the  ocean," 
than  that  it  shall  remain  a  barrier  to  our  "■"- 
merce,  a  place  of  refuge  for  our  enemies  wu 
few  hours' sail  of  our  own  shores  !  Our  jn 
and  our  commercial  enterprise,  acknowledged  to 
be  beneficial  lo  the  whole  human  family,  must  not 
be  restrained  by  crowned  heads.  We  shall  main- 
tain this  position,  Mr.  Chairman,  or  we  shall 
neglectour  own  interests.  We  shall  maintain 
position,  or  we  shall  fail  in  the  performance 
duty  we  owe  to  commerce  and  to  ourselves. 

Sir,  the  great  interests  of  agriculture  are  alio 
involved  in  this  matter.  The  Africanization  of 
Cuba  will  materially  interfere  with  the  domestic 
institutions  of  the  South,  and  the  culture  of  her 
great  staples,  cotton  and  rice.  This,  sir,  would 
affect  the  West,  upon  which  we  depend,  in  the 
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main,  for  wheat,  corn,  and  stock.  All  these  in- 
terests would  be  affected  by  sach  a  calamity;  and 
years  and  years  would  pass  ere  the  country,  if  it 
ever  did,  would  recover  from  the  shock  such  ai( 
outrage  would  produce. 

Political  considerations,  Mr.  Chairman,  also 
demand  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  our  Govem- 
•  ment  to  secure  the  possession  of  Cuba.  It  is 
idle,  sir,  to  wute  words  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  the  subject.  American  policy  roust 
prevail  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Spain  mast 
yield  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  and  England 
and  France  must  acquiesce.  Such  concession 
cannot  but  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  commerce  of  the 
world;  and  who  will  reap,  of  all  Europe,  greater 
advantages  from  it  than  Ibese  two  Powers?  l{ 
cupidity  tempt  them,  however,  to  induce  Spain 
\o  barter  her  rights  to  them,  let  (hem  take  the 
consequences!  And  should  Spain  be  weak  enough 
to  refuse  liberal  compensation  for  Cuba,  she 
also  must  take  the  consequences  !  It  is  necessity 
that  demands  the  sacrifice  On  her  part,  and  that, 
sacrifice  will  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
human  family. 

With  these  views,  Mr.  Cl^irman,  I  ardently 
hope  that  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  our  diplo- 
macy with  Spain,  will  direct  their  attention  at 
once,  and  without  delay ,  to  the  acquisition  ofCuba. 
That  there  shall  be  no  dallying,  but  a  frank  and 
open  diplomacy;  calling  upon  Spain  to  name  her 
terms,  and  if  within  the  bounds  of  anything  like 
reason,  to  accept  them.  If.  not,  to  make  her  the 
most  liberal  proposition ;  and  ifthat  be  refused,  and 
nothing  else  will  do,  as  a  matter  of  self-preserva- 
tion, I  go  for  an  undisguised,  open  war,  for  taking 
Cuba  by  force  of  arms  ! 

Mr.  WALBRIOOE.  I  do  not  desire  to  ad- 
dress the  House  to-day,  and  1  therefore  move 
that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to. 

Sir.  WALBRIDGE.  Then  am  I  forced  to 
go  on? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  eentleman  cannot 
be  firced  to  speak  unless  he  chooses  to  speak. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  force  him 
to  speak.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  did  not  expect  to  be 
called  upon  to  speak  to-day,  and  as  I  intend  to 
speak  from  notes,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity 
of  relinquishing  the  floor.  I  ask  the  privilege  of 
doing  that,  if  it  is  according  to  custom. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  has  cer- 
tainly a  right  to  relinquish  the  floor,  but  he  will 
resume  his  position  on  the  floor  with  other  mem- 
bers, and  must  take  his  chance  with  others  to  get 
the  floor  again. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Well,  I  should  like 
-very  much  to  speak  on  this  questitin  .early  next 
week. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Unless  some  gentleman 
desires  to  address  the  committee,  the  Clerk  will 
proceed  to  read  the  bill  by  sections. 

Mr.  LETTCHER.  To  save  time,  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  very 
evident  that  if  this  motion  is  5>res8ed  to  a  vote,  it 
will  break  up  the  committee.  As  soon  as  there  is 
a  division  the  fact  will  be  ascertained  that  there 
is  no  quorum  present;  and  it  will  be  necessary 
that  we  adjourn  or  proceed  only  with  our  business 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  move  that  the  committee  rfte? 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  will  withdraw  that  motion  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  STANTON.  '  1  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  made  by  th;  eentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Letcher,]  to  strike  out  theenact- 
ingclause  of  the  bill.  "       - 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  motion 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS.  I  have  no  desire  to  detain 
the  committee  at  this  time  by  making  any  ex- 
tended remarks.  I  had  desired  upon  some  fit 
occtuion  to  address  the  House  upon  the  subject  of 
donating  public  lands  for  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads, and  more  particularly  to  the  subject  of  a 
donation  of  pnbhc  lands  to  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad  Company,  in  which  I  feel  a  particular 
interest.    I  shall  not  detain  the  committee  now 


by  discussing  those  questions.  I  would,  if  the 
committee  had  been  in  a  proper  humor,  have  en- 
deavored to  show  that  these  grants  of  land  are 
proper  in  themselves,  and  that  it  is  peculiarly 
proper  to  makea  grantof  land  to  the  Iron  Mount- 
ain railroad,  which  runs  through ,my  dutrict.  I 
should  have  addressed  the  comniittee  upon  the 
subject  of  public  lands  generally,  and  endeavored- 
t/f  convince  them  that  the  public  lands  should  be 
ceded  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  but  I  pre- 
fer writing  out  the  remarks  which  I  would  have 
made  upon  that  subject,  and  now  ask  the  consent 
of  the  committee  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  being  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Caruthers] 
has  the  assent  of  the  committee  to  publish  his 
remarks.  The  question  now  recurs  upon  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  Illmois,  [Mr. 
Yates,]  to  strike  out  the  word  "  fifteen  "  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert  the  word  "  six- 
teen." 

M  r.  LATHAM.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  made  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  made  that  motion,  but 
be  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  1  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  question  was  t^ken;  and  a  division  being 
had,  there  were — ayes  61;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  House  bill  No.  295, 
being  a  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  the 
Pacific  railroad,  but  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTERS. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  ask  the  permission  of 
the  House  to  enable  me  to  present  a  report  or  two 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  with  a  view 
that  they  may  be  appropriately  referred. 

The  SPEAKER. .  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
reports  will  be  received. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  had  considerable  complaint 
urged  against  me  for  the  course  I  pursued  the 
other  day  in  objecting  to  reports  being  received 
from  the  various  committees,  with  a  view  to  their 
appropriate  reference.  I  desire  to  ask  pardon  of 
the  House  for  making  an  objection  then;  and  I 
now  make  the  motion  that  the  House  to-day  con- 
sume an  hour  or  two  in  receiving  reports  from 
committees,  and  giving  them  their  appropriate 
direction.  I  propose  that  the  committees  shall  be 
called  on  now  for  reports,  and  that  such  bills  as 
do  not  give  rise  to  debate  shall  be  read  a  first  and 
second  time  and  referred. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Astheeomroitteeofwhioh 
I  am  chairman — the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia — ^is  one  of  the  first  to  be  called,  and  as 
1  have  several  bills  to  report  which  1  propose  to 
have  put  upon  their  passage,  I  must  object. 

■Mr.  COBB.  Oh,  withdraw  your  objection,  and 
let  us  go  on  with  business. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Well,  I  desire  to  know 
whether,  if  the  committees  be  called  to-day  so  far 
as  we  go,  we  will,  when  we  resume  the  calling  of 
the  committees  on  Monday,  commence  where  we 
commenced  to-day  ? 

IVIr.COBB.  No,  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  do  not  speak  of  unani- 
mous consent.  If  the  course  I  suggest  be  not 
followed,  I  must  object  to  calling  thecommittees  to- 
day, for  I  have  some  bills  from  my  committee 
which  1  desire  to  have  read  and  put  upon  their 
passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  that  in  addition  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Cobb,]  the  Speaker  will,  on  resuming  the  call  of 
committees,  commence  where  we  now  do. 

Mr.  COBB.    There  can  be  no  objection  to  that. 

No  objection  was  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  reports  are  in  order 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  am  inslmeted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  John  B.  Colmoniel,  for  compensation  for  carry 


ing  the  United  States  mail  from  New  Orleans  to 
Louisville,  in  1833.  Thecommittec  have  reported 
a  joint  resolution  for  his  relief,  which,  together 
with  the  report  accompanying  it,  I  move  may  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordefeo  to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  afirat  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

Joint  resolution  for  the  adjustment  of  the  ac- 
counts of  John  B.  Colmoniel. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ufbah]  desire  that  the  reso- 
lution be  laid  on  the  table,  or  that  it  be  referred  ? 

Mr.  UPHAM.  My  desire  was,  that  the  report 
from  the  committee,  together  with  the  joint  reso- 
lution, Should  be  printed  and  bipught  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  House,  and  that,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  House,  it  might  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage, as  it  is  a  joint  resdution  for  the  adjustment 
of  accounts  by  the  proper  officer.  I  will,  how- 
ever, adopt  the  course  which  may  be  considered 
most  proper  and  suitable.  I  therefore  move  that 
the  joint  resolution  and  report  be  ri^errid  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  very  anxious  to  report  back 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  a  bill  which  passed  this^ouse,  and  which 
has  been  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment. I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it; 
and  if  the  House  will  listen,  they  will  probably 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  If  ther* 
be  any  objection  made,  however,  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  report  it  now. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  think  it  betur  not  to  have  it  re- 
ported now.    I  object. 

Objection  being  made;  the  bill  was  not  reported. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committe* 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port upon  the  memorial  of  Professor  J.  C.  F.  Sal- 
omon, asking  a  charter  for  a  company  to  supply 
the  citizens  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  witn 
a  supply  of  pare  and  wholesome  water;  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  bill;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  <*  An  act  to  cs-  ' 
lablish  an  auxiliary  watch  for  the  protection  of 
public  and  private  property  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
mgton,"  approved  August  33,  1843. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  bills;  which  were  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  respective  titles,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  granting  certain  additional  powers  to  the 
corporation  of  Washington;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Howison. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  also,  fi^om  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  advehe  report  upon  the  petition 
of  one  hundred  ftid  sixty-nme  citizens  of  Niagara 
county.  New  York,  for  an  act  to  remunerate  Sol- 
omon Northrup  for  his  services  as  a  slave,  and  to 
punish  kidnapping;  also,  to  allow  all  persons,  irre- 
spective of  race  or  color,  to  testify  as  witnesses  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  bill;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union , 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  Washington  Gasligh^ 
Company  to  increase  the  capital  stodc  of  said  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  more  _ 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishnient  of  crimes ' 
against  the  United  States. 

The  attention  of  the  Hoiiie  was  called  to  this 
subject  by  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  at  the  commencement  of  this  session, 
and,  more  recently,  by  a  special  oommunieatioil 
from  the  same  source.  The  bill  relates  to  erimea 
against  the  Government,  and,  more  especially,  to 
frauds  against  the  Pension  Office.  My  object,  at 
this  time,  is  to  report  the  bill,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  printed ,  and  recommitted  to  the  committe*. 
I  do  not  know  whether  such  a  proposition  comes 
within  the  purport  of  the  arrangement  which  bat 
been  made  in  reference  to  making  reports. 
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No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  ita  title,  as  follows: 

An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States. 

It  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back  Sen- 
ate bill  (No.  147)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  late  Thomas  Chapman,  formerly 
collector  of  the  port  of  Georgetown,  South  Caro- 
lina," with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pa.ss. 
The  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ih;  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  uponihe  petition  of  Joshua 
Shaw  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  a  change  in  the  present  system  of  sur- 
veying the  public  lands;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CUTTING,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  sundry  petitions  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  praying  for  a  law  more  perfectly  to 
prohibit  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; also,  sundry  petitions  from  various  parts  of 
the  Union  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law; 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  committee 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  Do  I  understand  the  order  of 
the  House  under  which  we  are  acting  to  extend 
only  to  the  reporting  of  those  bills  which  are  to 
be  referred  without  explanation ' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  order  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CUTTINGr.  I  have  a  report  upon  a  very 
important  subject,  which  I  would  like  to  bring 
before  the  House.  A  Senate  bill,  authorizing  the 
temporary  lease  of  a  building  for  a  court-house  in 
Boston,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  That  committee  have  instructed  me 
to  report  the  bill  back,  with  an  amendment  in  the 
nature  of  a  substitute,  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  purchase  permanent  sites 
in  the  cities  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadel- 

Ehia,  and  to  erect  buildings  thereon  for  court- 
ouses  and  post  offices.  It  is  an  important  subject, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  bring  it  before  the  House  at 
the  earliest  moment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  That  will  involve  discua- 
tion.  I  think  it  had  better  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  It  is  a  bill  which  ought  not 
to  be  referred'.  If  its  consideration  be  objected  to, 
I  think  it  had  better  be  laid  upon  the  table,  where 
it  may  be  called  up  at  any  time. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     1  obJe«  to  that. 

Mr.  CUTTING.  Then  1  will  withdraw  the 
report. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  he  had  perhaps  better  take 
the  same  course  adopted  %  moment  ago  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [\^  Setmour,]  and 
nave  his  bill  printed  and  recommitted  to  his  com- 
mittee.        

Mr.  CUTTING.  I  will  take  that  course.  I 
move  that  the  Senate  bill,  as  amended  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  be  printed,  and  that 
the  bill  and  amendment  be  recommitted  to  that 
committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  back  sundry  petitions 
of  citizens  of  western  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  United  States  district  court 
at  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  the  committee 
discharge^  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  DRUM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Caplam  Nehemiah  Stokely,  for  commutation  pay; 
which  was  read  a  firiMand  second  time  by  ita  title, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Matthew  Jack,  deceased;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Ezra  Chapman;  which  received  the  some  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill;  which  was  read  a  fir.st  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  as  follows,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying  report, 
'  ordered  to  be  printed: 

1      A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  Ihd  legal  repre- 

I  sentativrs  of  Joseph  Savage,  deceased. 

1      Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  samecommitlee,  reported 

j  adversely  on  the  petition  and  papers  of  Captain 

Turpley  White,  and  the  petition  and  papers  of 

William  V.  Heard;  which  were  laid  upon   the 

table,  and,  with  the  reports,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  presume  it  is  the  general 
understanding  that  in  all  these  cases  where  bills 
are  reported  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  there  are  to  be  no  motions  to  reconsider 
the  reference  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  COBB      That  wns  the  understanding. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Thereare  to  be  no  motions 
to  reconsider,  of  course. 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  a  provision ,  to  be  sure, 
is  not  in  the  order;  but,  so  far  as  theChair  knew, 
that  was  the  understanding. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  If  a  motion  to  reconsider  be 
made  on  Monday,  as  it  is  a  privileged  motion,  it 
may  seriously  obstruct  and  embarrat^s  the  public 
business.  If  it  be  denied  that  the  understanding 
was  as  indicated,  I  shall  submit  motions  now  to 
reconsider  the  votes  on  ret'erences  and  lay  upon 
the  (able. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  understanding  in  making  the 
motion  which  I  did  wa8,thaton  Monday  nextthere 
were  to  be  no  motions  to  reconsider  references. 

Mr.  MILLSON.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CORWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims, reported  two  bills;  which  were 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  title,  as  fol- 
lows, referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  reports,  ordered  to  be 
printed:  •    ■ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Park,  deceased;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Duer,  John 
Duer,  and  Beverly  Robinson,  trustees  of  the  es- 
tate of  Sarah  Alexander,  widow  of  MajorGeneral 
William  Alexander,  commonly  known  as  Lord 
Stirling. 

Mr.  CROCKER,  from  th^  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  as  follows,  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
reports, ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Gott  Hall, 
deceased; and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Hoffman,  deceased. 

-Mr.  HILLYER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  the  following  bill; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
ordered,  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Rice 
Jones,  deceased. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  Senate  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  with  a  recommendation  that  they  do 
pass: 

No.  199.  An  act  authorizing  a  -patent  to  be 
issued  to  Peter  Poncin,  for  certain  lands  therein 
described; 

No.  234.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  Wheat, 
junior,  or  his  legal  representatives;  and 

No.  154.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  King. 

The  bills  were  severally  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
James  W.  Marshall  of  California,  praying  Con- 
gress for  a  grant  of  land,  in  consideration  of  his 
being  the  first  discoverer  of  gold  in  that  State;  and 
said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  WEST  BROOK,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  Senate  bill  of  the  following  title, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass: 

No.  257.  An  act  to  confirm  the  claim  of  Deisuan 
de  la  Croix  to  a  lot  of  land  therein  described. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing bill: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lloyd  Dorsey  and  others. 


Mr.  HILLYER.    If  my  colleague  upon   th* 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Cloims  will  withhold 
the  report  in  that  case  for  the  present,  I  wmild 
state  that  I  found  among  the  papers  of  the  ■ 
mittee  a  document  which  it  is  very  importaj 
the  committee  to  consider  in  relation  to  this  claim 
before  it  is  reported.     I  found  the  paper  after  the 
committee  had  ordered  the  bill  to  be  reported. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  no  objection  is  made.  Is 
report  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [.">]r. 
Nichols]  will  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  NICHOLS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
yate  Land  Claims,  reporled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  McGuire,  and  Louisa,  his  wife,  late  Louisa 
Lorney;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  referred  to  •  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  . 

Mr.  ORR,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  resolutiun 
of  the  House,  asking  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  passing  a  law  for  the  payment  of  claims 
arising  out  of  the  Black  Hawk  war  of  1832,  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table,  and,  together  with  the  ac- 
companying papers,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ORR,  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  James  M.  Coleman  ond  wife,Cher- 
okees,  asking  that  the  provisions  of  law  of  July 
29,  1848,  for  the  benefit  of  Cherokee  Indi.ins  o"f 
North  Carolina,  may  be  extended  to  the  Chero- 
kees  of  Tennessee,  and  that  said  petition  he  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  BALL,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  indemnifying  Moses  D.  Hogan  for  cattle 
destroyed  by  the  Indians  in  1842;  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  ' 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of  John 
Johnson,  asking  compensation  as  sub-agent  for 
the  Wyandott  Indians  in  1841  and  1842;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  No. 
162,  being  a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Alex- 
ander G.  Morgan,"  made  an  ad  verse  report  there- 
on, and  asked  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  a  written  report 
accompanying  the  bill.' 

Mr.  HOWE.    No,  sir. 

Oritjed,  That  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  ubie. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  Senate  bill.  No.  — ,  being  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Edward  Cantwell,  made 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  and  asked  that  the  bill 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

It  was  80  ordered. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOWE,  from  thesame com- 
mittee, it  was 

OrdcTed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afljiir^  hi-  dm- 
cbHrKt'd  from  the  further  coniiidfrntiun  oC  ihr  : 
of  a  public  uieetliif:  lield  i^oiiif  time  since  in  I: 

with  reference  to  the  obstruction  of  travel  aiid  , 

at  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  H.,  from  tife  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  OS  follows,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

Bill  granting- the  same  pay  to  oflScers  of  the 
Army  who^erved  in  New  Mexico  as  was  granted 
by  the  act  of  September  28, 1850,  to  officers  of  the 
like  grade  serving  in  Oregon  ond  California. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL,  from  the  Committee  oo 
Military  Affairs,  reported  the  following  bill  and 
!  joint  resolution;  which  were  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  George  H.Page, 
of  the  United  Slates  Army;  and 

Joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  firevet  Captain 
J.  H.Landrum,  of  the  United  States  Army. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  is  ab- 
sent, being  unable  to  occupy  his  seat  here  to-day. 
The  second  gentleman  on  that  committee  [Mr. 
Faolkner]  is  also  absent.  There  are  very  many 
important  bills  which  should  be  promptly  reported 
by  the  committee,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

[Cnesof  "Oh,  no!"  "No!"j 
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Mr.  McDOUGALL.    Well,  I  withdraw  that 
kotion. 

Mr.  BOCOCIC^|in  the  Committee  on  Naval 

iffairs,  to  whoin^P referred  Senate  bill  No.  128, 

Ititled"  An  act  forlhe  relief  of  liiram  Paulding," 

iked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 

_irther consideration  thereof,  and  that  u  be  referred 

to  the  Commiuee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

It  was  80  ordered. 

Mr.  BOCOGK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
>t  pass.  Senate  bill  No.  114,  "  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Pember." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  BOCOCK,  from  the  game  committee,  re- 
porteif  back,  witli  a  recommendation   that  it  do 
not  pass.  Senate  bill  No.  115,  viz:  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Mickam." 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  MILLSON.     I  think  in  these  cases,  where 
joate  bills  are  reported   back,  courtesy  requires 
lat  they  should  be  referred  to  a  Commilte»of 
lie  Whole  House,  with  the  recommendation  of 
he  commiuee. 
Mr.  BOCOCK.     I  have  no  objection  to  that 
•position  of  them. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bocock]  if  the  ad- 
verse reports,  in  these  cases,  are  accompanied  by 
a  written  report? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    They  are  accompanied  by  the 
Senate  reports. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    Are  they  printed.' 
Mr.  BOCOCK.    They  are. 
tr.  HOUSTON      Does  the  committee  make 
written  report? 

BOCOCK.    Not  at  all. 
Mr.  MILLSON.     If  we  had  a  (juorum  here  I 
loold  have  no  objection  to  these  bills  and  reports 
sing  laid  upon  the  table.     But  as  there  is  not  a 
lorum   present,  to  lay  them  upon  the  table  is 
[uivalent  to  their  rejection.     It  is  final  action, 
id  that,  too,  by  less,  than  a  quorum. 
Mr.  BOCOCK.     I  have  no  objection  to  their 
ling  referred   to   a  Committee  of   the   Whole 
louse,  with  the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
that  they  do  not  pass.     They  will  then  come 
|p  regularly  for  con.'iideration. 
No  objection  being  made,  the  last  two  bills  re- 
irted,  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
rere  referred  to  the  Comniittee  of  the  Whole  on 
le  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  There  have  been  several 
lemorials  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
fairs  asking  for  pensions  as  invalids.  The 
jmmiltee  considered  them,  and  came  to  the  con- 
losion  that  they  did  not  legitimately  belong  to 
jat  committee;  they  therefore  directed  me  to  ask 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  discharged 
fro'iii  their  consideration,  and  that  they  be  referred 
to  (he  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

r The  following  memorials  were  accordingly  re- 

^^^rred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
^^Be  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  discharged  there- 

^^H  Petition  of  Charles  H.  Robinson,  a  naval  pen- 
P^Boner,  for  increase  of  pension; 
■  Petition  of  Eli  Darling,  for  pecuniary  aid,  in 

cnnsideraiion  of  the  loss  of  his  eyes  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  naval  station 
of  Brooklyn; 
^^_  Petition  of  Benjamin  CJcessey,  for  a  pension  as 
^^Bi  invalid  seaman,  from  wounds  received  during 
^^Ke  iate  war  with  Great  Britain;  and 
^^K  Petition  of  William  Gore,  for  a  pension  in  con- 
^^Bdcralion  of  injuries  received  while  in  the  Dart- 
^^Koor  prison  ship. 

^^K^Mr.  BOCOCK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
^l^rted  back  the  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  passed  midshipmen  George  P.  Welsh 
,aii<l  Clark  H.  Wells,"  with  a  recommendation  that 
do  pass. 

Referred  to  a  CommiUeeof  the  Whole  House, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ir.  BOCOCK.     I  have  in  my  hand  a  bill,  in 

Rererce  to  which,  before  1  make  a  report  upon 

I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  Chair.  The 

^ouse  has  agreed  to  receive  the  report  of  bills 

fhich  do  not  give  rise  to  debate.     If  a  report  eli- 

its  debate  upon  this  occasion,  it  cannot  be  made 

I  the  House.     I  have  a  bill  here  which  I  wish  to 

iport  to  the  House,  and  to  move  t>iat  it  be  referred 

the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTaire,  and  printed, 

id  then  let  the  motion  lie  over. 


Mr.  HOUSTON, 
the  committee. 

Mr.   BOCOCK. 
back. 

Mr.  HOUSTON. 

Mr.  BOCOCK. 


Let  it   be  referred  back  to 
I   do   not  want   it  referred 


I  object. 
Then,  as  there  is  objection,  I 
report  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  reorganize  the 
Na« of  the  United  States." 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  MACDONALD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AITairs,  reported  back  the  following  bills; 
which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
H'  use,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

S.No.  30.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Mars- 
ton  Taylor; 

S.  No.  31.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  purser  Fran- 
cis B.  Stockton;  and 

S.  No.  113.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  ulhcers  and  seamen  of  the 
United  Slates  schooner  Grampus,  who  were  lost 
in  that  vessel  in  March,  1833,  near  the  coast  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  is  not  present,  and  1  do 
not  know  whether  I  shall  succeed  in  the  motion  [ 
wish  to  make.  I  do  not  know  that  this  is  a 
proper  time  to  make  the  motion,  but  the  object  1 
wish  to  accomplish  is  an  important  one,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  in  it.  1  desire  to 
set  apart  two  or  three  days  of  next  week  for  the 
consideration  of  Territorial  business. 

Several  Members.  Oh,  no;  Jo  notdo  that! 
Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Oregon,  that  if  heshould  |^cceed  in  his 
motion,  he  would  accomplish  nothing  by  it.  The 
bill  which  is  already  a  special  order  m  committee 
would  take  precedence  until  it  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  LANE.  1  do  not  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman.  I  want  to  talk  a  little.  [A  laugh.] 
There  is  much  important  territorial  business  yet 
undisposed  of,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  our 
being  able  to  reach  it  at  all  in  its  regular  order 
during  the  present  sessioil.  Now,  sir,  up  to  this 
time  there  has  not  been  a  single  bill  passed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Territory  I  represent.  Not  one. 
We  have  considered  most  of  these  bills  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  they  are  now  upon  the 
-Speaker's  table;  and  unless  there  are  some  days 
set  apart  when  we  can  be  certain  of  their  consid- 
eration, we  shall  have  no  further  action  upon  them 
before  the  close  of  the  session, orif  there  is  action, 
it  will  be  too  late  to  secure  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  House.  I  askgentleinen  to  remember  what 
they  said  to  me  some  time  ago ;  how  they  appealed 
to  me  not  to  press  this  business  then,  promising 
that  a  sufficient  time  should  be  set  apart  for  the 
transaction  of  all  the  territorial  business  upon  the 
Calendar.  I  hope  the  House  will  a^apart  the 
next  week  for  that  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Oregon 
must  be  aware  that  his  proposition  can  only  be 
entertained  by  unanimous  consent.  Unanimous 
consent  would  be  required  for  various  reasons, 
and  among  others  fur  the  reason  that  we  already 
have  a  sjiecial  order  for  the  next  week,  which  is 
not  disposed  of  in  committee. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     I  want  to  know  what  is 
before  the  House? 
The  SPEAKER.    Nothing. 
Mr.  HAMILTON.    Is  not  the  regular  order 
of  business  the  call  of  committees  for  reports?    I 
object  to  everything  else. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is,  however,  a  prop- 
osition made  by  the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  ask- 
ing the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  set 
apart  the  next  week  for  the  consideration  of  terri- 
torial business. 
Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  object. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  profiose  lo  ask  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  special  order  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wfcole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next.  I  will  slate 
to  the  House  that  my  object  in  sabroitting  this 
request  is  lo  secure  for  that  measure  a  full  and 
proper  consideration.  I  will  state  further  that  the 
reports  upon  the  various  surveys  will  probably  be 
ready  in  about  a  week  from  this  time.  These 
reports  will  present  to  the  House  the  information 
which  is  desired,  in  order  to  determine  upon  the 
practicability  and  merits  of  the  various  routes 
upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  construct  the  road. 


This  information  is  of  great  importance,  and  is 
desired  by  members  previous  toacliunon  the  bill. 
For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  having  the  matter 
properly  and  satisfactorily  understood  by  the 
House,  I  ask  that  the  special  order  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  We  have  been  considering 
this  bill  for  two  weeks,  and  if  its  consideration  is 
now  postponed  until  the  first  of  July,  we  shall  in  all 
probability  have  two  or  three  weeks  more  discus- 
sion upon  it.  It  was  proposed  the  other  day  that 
the  debate  upon  this  measure  should  be  closed 
some  day  early  in  the  next  week,  and  the  House 
brought  to  a  vote  upon  it.  I  think  it  should  not 
be  postponed,  and  the  House  would  then  be 
brought  to  action  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Thot  was  not  proposed 
by  a  friend  of  the  bill.  The  bill  will  have  lo  ba 
discussed,  and  that  discussion,  if  continued  now, 
will  occupy  sometime.  Gentlemen  are  anxious  to 
speak  on  it,  and  unless  the  course  suggested  be 
pursued  they  will  proceed  to  address  the  commit- 
tee on  Monday  next.  Is  it  not  best  lo  have  the 
discussion  when  all  the  facts  are  laid  before  us? 

The  SPEAKER.  This  discussion  is  irregular 
and  out  of  order.  The  Chair  must  insist  on  gen- 
tlemen preserving  order. 

[Cries  of  "  Withdraw  the  objection  !"] 
Mr.  LETCHER.     I  will  not  withdraw  myob- 
jection.     I  cannot  see  why  any  one  measure  is 
entitled   to  all  the  consideration  of  this  House  lo 
the  exclusion  of  others.  ^^ 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  are  in  ordei^Win 
the  Committee  on  Teriiiories. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  am  in  hopes  that 
there  will  be  no  objection  lo  fixing  a  day  for  the 
consideration  of  territorial  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  the  objection  made  to  the 
gentleman's  proposition  withdrawn? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  am  indisposed  to  object 
to  the  gentleman's  proposition;  but  he  has  time 
enough  yet  to  make  it.  We  already  have  a  special 
order,  and  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  clog  busi- 
ness by  making  special  orders  one  on  top  of  the 
other. 

Mr.  ELLISON,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary pensions,  reported  adversely  on  the 
petition  and  pape|Mf  Sarah  Chesley,  and  oifthe 
petition  and  papfl^of  Mary  Blakeney;  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying reports,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  the  petition  and  papers 
of  John  Marsh  and  others,  children  of  John 
Marsh,  for  compensation  for  the  services  of  their 
father  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
Mr.  W.oleo,  from  the  same  comniittee,  reported 
adversely  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Martin; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and,  with  the  ac- 
companying report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DENT,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of 
John  Russell,  on  the  petition  of  Alpheus  Hill,  and 
on  the  petition  of  Mary  R.  Adrain;  which  were 
laid  upon  the  (able,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
reports,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  Senate  bill  No.  275,  "for  the  relief  of  Andrew 
J.  Dickerhoff;"  which  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  "  forlhe  relief  of  Oliver  Brown,  of  Chemung 
county,  in  the  State  of  New  York;"  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  ".forlhe  relief  of  Edmund  Mitchel;"  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  tide,  r^ 
ferred  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DENT.  I  am  instri«;ted  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions  to  report  the  following 
bill: 

A  bill  to  provide  a  pension  for  George  W.  Tor- 
rance. 

I  desire  to  say  that  this  is  a  particularly  merit- 
orious case.  The  individual  for  whose  benefit 
this  pension  is  intended  is  now  in  this  city.  I 
would  ask  that  the  bill  be  taken  up  and  passed 
immediately,  but  seeing  that  it  would  be  useless 
to  do  so,  owing  to  the  order  of  business,  I  would 
ask  that  the  bill  and  report  be  printed,  and  thftt 
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they  be  recommitted  to  th*  Committee  on  Invalid 

Pensiona. 

The  bill  bavins  been  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  was  then  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensiuns. 

Mr.  VAIL,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
PensionK,  reported  the  following  bills;  which  were 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  respective 
tille.s,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  or- 
dered to  be  prwited: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Birtler; 

A  bUI  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Hicks,  of  In- 
diana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Brown,  'id,  of  New 
Hampshire; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Angus, 
widow  of  the  late  Captain  Angus  of  the  United 
States  Navy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Betsey  Nash; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ellis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  C.  S.  Westcott. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  VAIL,  it  was 

Orflered,  Tlial  theOoiumitlee  nn  Invalid  Pensions  b«diB- 
chHriettd  from  the  turlhrr  roM«.id<rratiori  dI"  the  potjtton  of 
L>dlfi  I'rsllier,  of  Frniiklin  county,  Maryland,  at^king  that 
the  t>,iutity  hind  to  which  iili»*  m  erililled,  as  minor  heir  of 
David  VV.  Pralli(?r,  may  he  allowi-d  her,  Bod  that  said  peti 
tion  he  laid  npon  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  of  Ohio,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Penflions  he 

dif)Cliarg)-d  from  Uie  further  conitidfraiinn  of  the  petition  of 

Es^M  llnok,  for  an  Invalid  penaion,  and  Hiai  it  be  laid 

upfrinlle  table. 

AtDO,  ihn(  the  same  commlltee  be  di^charfEed  from  the 
fbrtliei  coosidcrallon  of  Ihe  petition  of  Sylvanns  L.  Hen 
dereum,  aiid  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Cuminlttee  ou  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

OrrftTfrf,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  be  dis- 
chari;ed  from  Ihe  further  consideration  of  the  peliliitits  of 
ciiiKens  of  Michiffau,  for  an  extension  of  the  pension  lands, 
•ndofPeler  H.  VVillelts.  a  soldier  of  the  late  war  with 
Mexico,  praying  tor  an  increa..ie  of  pension  lor  injuries  sus- 
tained while  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill  No. 
133,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Luiua  I'aylbr. 

Mr.  STUART,  ^rom  thflBne  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  No.  193,  "  for  the 
relief  of  Amos  Knapp,"  made  an  adverse  report 
thereon,  jind  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  it  a  Senate  bill  on  which 
the  gentleman  reports  adversly .' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Is  it  accompanied    by  a 


Mr.    LETCHER, 
wri'ten  report? 

The  SPEAKER, 
port  presented. 

Mr,  LETCHER. 


No;  there  is  no  written  re- 


And  how  can  that  commit- 
tee expect  us  to  know  the  merits  of  the  contro- 
versy in  regard  to  a  question  acted  favorably  on 
by  the  Senate,  without  a  written  report.' 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  written  report 
in  the  cane.  This  is  a  very  fashionable  mode  of 
doing  business  now. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EDMANDS,  it  was 
RetUccit,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  he 
disctiar^jed  from  the  further  consideration  of  Ihe  following 
petitions,  and  Utat  ihey  take  the  direction  designated  be- 
low. 

Petition  of  Lemuel  Smith .  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Petition  of  Margaret  Bowne  for  bounty  land. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  EDMANDS,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  adverse  reports  on  the  following  peti- 
tions; which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Petition  of  Chester  Parish; 

Petition  of  Eunice  Morrison,  for  arrears  of 
pay  due  her  late  husband.  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Morrison;  , 

Petition  of  Orange<Mansfield; 

Petition  of  Henry  Welch;  and 

Petition  of  Horatio  Seymour,  for  amendment 
of  the  invalid  pension  laws. 

Mr.  EDiMANDS,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Bronough. 

Mr.  EDMANDS  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  bills;  which  wen  I 


severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles, 
rrferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anne  E.  Cook;  and 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ausman. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CHRISMAN,  it  was 
Oriirrett,  That  the  Committee  on    Invalid  Peiul|Be  be 
dischart^ed  frmn  Ihe  further  considertilion  of  :^enflv  bill 
(No. -241)  lor  the  relief  of  James  Woruisley,  and  that  Ihe 
same  be  referred  to  the  Cuoimittee  on  Itevuluuoiiary  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  the  following  bill;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  provide  lor  taking  charge  of  the  Lou- 
isville and  Portland  canal,  and  to  prevent  the  same 
from  falling  into  bad  repair. 

Mr.  RH'CHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  reference  which  has  been  made 
of  this  bill.  But  to  enable  me  to  look  into  the 
mutter,  I  desire  to  have  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  it  was  so  referred  entered. 

Mr.  COBB.  Such  a  course  is  contrary  to  the 
understanding  entered  into  this  morning. 

Mr.  JOMES,  of  Tennessee.  1  prefer  that  this 
matter  should  be  disposed  of  now,  otherwise  it 
will  be  called  up  at  some  future  time,  and  a  motion 
made  to  put  the  bill  upon  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  Ihe  Chair, 
a  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  within  the  spirit  of 
the  understanding  this  morning,  and  is  not  prop- 
erly in  order. 

Mr.  COB  1^    That  was  so  understood. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  gives  rise  to  con- 
troversy, and  no  uills  were  to  be  reported  except 
such  as  should  not  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  i  ask  my  colleague  on  the 
committee  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.     I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  This  bill  was  unanimously 
reported  from  the  comniittee,  and  I  think  therefer- 
ence  had  better  be  changed.  I  therefore  move  that 
it  be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  and  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  that 
course  being  taken.  1  do  not  wont  this  bill  to 
have  any  advantnge  over  any  other.  It  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  agreement  this  morning  to 
place  bills  in  that  position. 

Mr.  COBB.  But,  if  it  goes  back  to  the  commit- 
tee, it  is  in  the  same  position  as  if  it  had  not  been 
reported. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Well,  let  it  go 
back  without  printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
that  several  bills  have  been  disposed  of  in  this  way 
in  the  coiAe  of  the  day. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man 
in  the  House  to  object.  I  hope  the  bill  will  go 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and 
be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  House;  but  it  can  be  acceded  to  only  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  object  to  the  printing.  If  it 
goes  back  to  the  committee,  let  them  take  it  as  it 
came  from  them. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  that  if  he  objects  to  the  printing  and 
reference,  the  bill  will  be  brought  directly  before 
the  House  for  consideration. 

Mr.  JONES.    Oh,  no. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  objec- 
tion comes  too  late.  The  bill  was  reported,  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Ritchie]  then  moved  to  reconsider 
the  reference,  and  to  re-refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and.Canals.  The  Chair  thinks  the  order 
to  print  would  not  be  affected  By  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  let  it  go;  but  gentlemen 
will  find  that  it  will  come  up  to  be  put  on  iu  pas- 
sage some  day. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  vote  for  it  himself 
whenever  it  does  come  up. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  the  House 
to  understand  precisely  in  what  form  the  matter 
now  stands.    Tha  |;entleman  from  Kentucky  re- 


ported the  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  under  the  order  of  the  House  made  this 
morning.  In  the  ordinary  OHMe  of  business,  the 
Chair  announced  that,  by  uHumous  conaent,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  now  proposes  to 
change  the  order, and  to  re-refer  the  bill  to  the  <"  — 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  The  Chair  dt 
that  it  can  only  be  done  by  unanimous  eon 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  withdraw  ray  objeettun, 
and  let  it  eo. 

So  the  bill  was  rereferred  to  the  Committee  on  - 
Roads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRIDGE.S.from  the  Committee  on  Patenu 
and  the  Patent  Office,  reported  a  "  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Francis  Pettit  Smith;"  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Com-. 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  theorder  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  have  no  report  to  raakefroca 
the  Committees  either  upon  Roads  and  Canals 
or  Engraving,  and  I  presume  there  are  but  few 
other  reports  to  be  made  from  the  committees  re- 
maining to  be  called.  1  therefore  take  advbi 
of  the  opportunity  now  afforded  to  ask  the  i 
gence  of  the  House,  and  its  unanimous  con. , .,,, 
to  present  a  memorial  upon  a  subject  in  which  at 
least  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  interested,  which  is  of  preat  importance 
to  my  own  rx)nBtituenl8,  and  in  which  I  am  certain 
every  member  of  the  House  will  feel  gome  inter- 
est.    It  relates,  too,  to  a  subject  which  has  several 
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times  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  pri 
Congress,  both  in  the  Senate  and  House  of 
resentative^,  but  upon  which,  as  yet,  no  aciS 
has  been  taken.  It  is,  sir,  the  memorial  of  the 
Agricultural  Societies  of  Delaware,  and  of  two 
thousand  citizens  of  that  State,  praying  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  effect  some  ar- 
rangement with  Peru,  by  which,  for  a  just  and 
proper  equivalent,  the  Peruvian  Government  will 
either  cede  to  the  United  States  one  of  her  guano 
islands,  or,  by  removing  the  existing  restrictions 
upon  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  guano 
trade,  place  the  trade  in  that  article  upon  a  mors 
just  and  liberal  commercial  basis. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  may  all  be  very  proper, but 
let  us  get  through  with  the  call  of  committees  first. 
Mr.  RIDDLE.  My  friend  from  Alabama 
knows  full  well  that  if  objection  be  made  now,  I 
may  never  have  such  another  opportunity.  1 
therefore  call  upon  him  to  withdraw  his  objec- 
tion. The  memorial  (ftuld  be  presented  under 
the  rules  of  the  House,  but  in  that  event  il  would 
necessarily  go  to  either  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, or  the  Comniittee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
Without  intending  any  disrespect  to  those  com- 
mitteA,  composed,  as  1  know  they  are,  of  i^le 
gentlemen,  and  friends  to  the  object  of  the  peti- 
tioners, I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  sub- 
ject  is  one  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  a^icul- 
tural  interests  of  all  the  States — interests  which 
have  never  asked  the  protection  of  the  American 
Congress,  but  which  are  eminently  entitled  to  all  it 
can  give,  as  to  demand  particular  and  specific  action 
unembarrassed  by  the  action  of  a  standing  commit- 
tee. I  shall,  therefore,  move,  before  taking  my  seat, 
that  a  special  committee  be  raised  to  take  the  sub- 
ject in  charge.  If  the  House  will  gratify  me  in 
this  particular,  something  may  be  done,  .either 
during  this  session  o»the  next,  and  the  lands 
upon  the  Atlantic  slope, and,  I  may  add,  through- 
out the  entire  country,  whicii  are  accessible  from 
the  coast,  and  which  are  now  so  poorly  paying 
the  grain  and  tobacco  grower  for  his  labor,  may 
be  enriched  by  the  Peruvian  guano,  purchased,  as 
it  should  be,  at  a  moderate  price,  anil  not  four 
times  the  cost  of  introducing  it. 

1  am  aware  that  the  Peruvian  Government  de- 
rives a  great  portion  of  its  revenue  from  this  guano 
trade.  I  am  equally  aware  that  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  are  its  best  customers;  but  in 
all  this  I  can  see  no  reason  why  that  Govern- 
ment should  not,  for  a  fair  equivalent,  remove 
the  onerous  restrictions  imposed  upon  it,  and 
particularly  when  demanded  by  the  people  of  a 
friendly  Power. 

In  an  interview  which  I  lately  had  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject;  that  ofllcer 
informed  me  he  had  had  the  same  matter  under 
consideration,  and  been  in  correspondence  with 
the  Peruvian  Government,  but  that  nothing  had 
been  definitely  decided.     If,  under  these  circum- 
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itances,  a  special  committee  be  raised,  we  shall, 
Hnides  having  a  hope  ihat  somethini:  will  be 
lone,  have  the  subject  properly  brought  before 
ijoii^resa. 

"  move  that  such  committee  be  raised,  and  Con- 
or seven  members.  All  the  tfenllemen  around 
t  know  to  be  in  favor  of  such  committee. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  proposition, 
that  theie  be  appointed  a  special  committee  of 
■even  on  the  subject  indicated,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library, submitted  areporton  a  resolution  in  refer- 
ence to  unsatisfied  contracts  for  furnishing  books, 
&c.;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 

I  la  be  printed. 
hMr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
Kill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by. 
■  title,  as  follows,  referred  toa  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
Borrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying  report,  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Titian  R.  Peale. 
Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Billx,  reported  back  as  correctly  enrolled  bills  of 
^^^e  following  titles;  which  thereupon  received  the 
^^B)eaker's  signature: 

^^r  U.  R.  Nu.  343.  An  act  to  authorize  a  register 
■••  to  be  issued  to  the  steamer  El  Paraguay  by  a  new 
name;  and 
H.  R.  .\o.  318.  An  act  to  authorize  the  selec- 
>n  of  school  districts  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
within  the  twelve  miles  square  reservation, 
jite  of  Alabama. 

fMr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
Bd   Means,    reported  adversely  on  the  petition 
nd   pii[ier.-j  of  Sheotijashub  Spooner,  and  on  the 
lesentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  States 
lart  for  the  district  of  Wisconsin,   recommend- 
[  an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  erection 
a  suitable  building  at  Milwaukie,   Wisconsin, 
^be  used  as  a  custom-house.  United  States  court- 
am,  and  post  office;  which  were  laid  upon  the 
ble. 

^Mr.  HAVEN.     I  want  as  well  the  ear  of  the 

jilleman  from  California  as  that  of  theSpeaker. 

Jbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  had 

under  consideration  House  bill  No.  90,  entitled 

"  A  bill  to  authorize  and  direct  the  payments  of 

rtajn  moneys  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 

klifornia,    which    were    collected    in    the  ports 

■  said  State  as  a  revenue  on  imports  since  the 

tification  of  the    treaty  of  peace  between  the 

iiited  Stales  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,'  and 

ior  to    the  admission  of  said  State  into   the 

jjion;"  and  hiive  directed  me  to  report  it  back, 

^th  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.     I 

ierstoud  that  the  gentleman  desired  to  be  heard 

the  subject  when'the  report  was  made;  and  if 

lb«  his  pleasure,  1  will  submit  the  report  now. 

[Mr.  LATHAM.     1  havenothingfurlher  tosay 

Ihe  matter.     My  speech  has  been  printed  and 

Ld  upon  each  member's  desk.     1  am  willing  that 

be  bill  shall  be  reported,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 

'roittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HAVEN  reported  the  bill  back,  with  the 

commendation  from  the  committee  that  it  do  not 

._.s,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Thole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and,  with  the 

Dtnpanying  report,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hdr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

Iported  back  the  petition  of  James  W.  Breed  love, 

|te  collector  of  custom*  at  New  Orleans,  praying 

I  berefunded  the  amount  of  a  judgment  obtained 

ainst  him  in  his  aforesaid  capacity;  which,  with 

|e  BKcompanying   papers,  was  referred    to    the 

ommittee  on  Commerce. 

fMr.  M.,  from  the  same  committee,  also   re- 

orted  back  the  petition  of  George  Mowry,  Esq., 

"  Pennsylvania,  for  compensation  for  services, 

s.;  which,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  was 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[r.  M.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 

"ireport  upon  the  petition  of  Stephen  Warner, 

^igara  county.  New  York,  askintccompensa- 

br  property  destroyed  by  the  British  and  In- 

Jduring  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  which 

fordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  be 

Stilted. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  from  the  same  committee, 

^-ported  back  the  petitions  and  papers  in  the  fol- 

^wing  case&;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and 

^e  committee  discharged  from  their  further  oon- 

laration:  * 


John  Wilson,  praying  compensation  for  extra 
duly  in  the  General  Land  Office; 

Joseph  D.Ward, praying  compensation  forser- 
vices  performed  at  a  temporary  clerk  in  the  Clerk's 
Office,  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  years 
I83Band  1837;  and 

James  B.  Estes,  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Con- 
gress til  remunerate  him  for  property  destroyed 
during  the  Sac  and  Fox  war  of  1832,  and  to-com- 
peiisate  him  for  services  rendered  during  said  war. 

Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Humphrey,  and 
the  heirs  of  Alexander  Humphrey,  deceased;" 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  the 
bill  and  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUFFIN,  it  was 

Ordertd,  Thai  Ihe  Oommillee  "of  Clainia  lie  dlncliargK) 
froiii  Ilif  fiirlher  conBidcralioii  of  Ihe  pi'lili"n  of  Ann  E. 
Bronnugh,  anil  Uial  il  be  referred  to  Uie  Uoiuinillee  on  Ihe 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  FULLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  Senate  bill  No.  143,  with  an 
amendment,  being  "An  act  for  the  compensation 
of  James  W.  Low  and  others,  for  the  capture  of 
the  British  private  armed  schooner  Ann,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain;"  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  report  the  following  bill: 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  requiring  the  foreign 
regulations  of  commerce  to  be  laid  amiunlly  before 
Congress,  approved  Kith  of  August,^42,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

I  ask  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  that  it  be  printed. 
The  SPEAKER.     It  is  so  ordered. 
Mr.   FULLER.     1   desire   to   reconsider  the 
motion  1  made.     It  is  a  matter  of  some  import- 
ance, and  when  the  bill  has  been   printed,  and 

members  shall  have  looktd  at  it 

Mr.  COBB.  That  is  contrary  to  the  under- 
standing entered  into  this  morning. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Cobb]  objects  to  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration being  entered. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  for  adhering  to  what  was 
the  general  understanding. 

Mr.  FULLER.    I  move  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
No  objection  being  made,  it  was  so  ordered. 
Mr.  F.,  from  the  same  conimiitee,  reported  back 
Senate  bill  No.  112,makingBrunswick,inGeorgia, 
a  port  of  entry,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  F.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back 
Senate  bill   No.  21)0,  "An  act  to  constitute  San 
Pedro,  in  the  State  California,  a  port  of  entry  and  < 
delivery,"  and    asked  that  it  be  ordered    to  be 
printed,  and   recommitted   to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  thing  of  re- 
porting bills  from  a  committee,  and  then  recom- 
mitting them,  is  all  wrung.  The  effect  of  it  is  to 
Eut  all  such  bills  in  advance  of  all  other  bills  that 
ave  been  reported,  and  which  have  been  referred 
either  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  or 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  it  affords  gentlemen  an  opportunity 
to  put  them  upon  their  passage  in  the  House. 
There  is  no  opportunity  of  discussing  or  amend- 
ing them  in  any  particular,  and  you  can  do  nothing 
but  pass  them  under  the  operation  of  the  previous 
question,  or  vote  them  down. 

The  SPEAKER.     The   Chair   must   rule,    if 

objection  be  made,  that  the  bill  cannot  be  reported. 

Mr.  FULLER.     1  submit  the  point  of  order, 

that  objection  was  made  too  late  by  the  gentleman 

from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
objection  is  not  made  too  late. 

Mr.  FULLER.  With  the-  permission  of  the 
Chair,  and  to  quiet  the  feelings  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonks,]  1  will  say  that  the 
bills  I  have  reported  and  asked  to  have  recom- 
mitted involve  no  principle  and  no  expenditure  of 
money;  they  merely  provide  rules  anil  regulations 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

The. SPEAKER.  The  Chairrepeais  that,  un- 
der the  order  of  the  House,  the  latter  bill  having 


been  objected  to,  and  giving  rise  to  debate,  cannot 
be  reported. 

Mr.  F.ULLER.  Do  1  understand  the  Chair  to 
say  that  the  objection  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jones]  was  made  in  season 
in  regard  to  the  latter  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  In  regard  to  the  latter  bill 
only. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Then  I  aak  to  withdraw  that 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ruling  of  the  Chair  will 
be  that  the  bill  was  not  reported  at  all. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Ob,  Tery  well;  that  i«  satia- 
facuiry. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  believes  that  was 
the  understanding  of  the  House.  At  all  events, 
the  Chair  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  NICHOLS.  I  inadvertently  omitted  tore- 
port  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
a  bill  which  I  now  ask  to  present. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  as  follows,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  B.  Roman,  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

Mr.  "WENTWORTH,  of  MassachuselU.  I 
am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
report  bills  to  the  House  on  behalf  of  my  col- 
league from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Wentivorth  ] 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  referred  as  indicated  below, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repairs, 
preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public 
works  hereafter  commenced  under  authority  of 
law. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Btate^f  the  Union.  , 

A  Dill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  McLellan.  Re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

A  bill  for  the  refief  of  Nathaniel  Goddard  and 
others.     Same  reference. 

Mr.  DUNBAR.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  report  back  Senate  bill 
No.  67,  being  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
harbors  and  rivers,  approved  August  13,  1852," 
with  an  amendment,  and  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.DUNBAR.  I  am  also  directed  by  ihesame 
committee  to  report  back  Senate  bill  No.  243, 
being  "  An  act  to  establish  a  port  of  delivery  on 
Lake  Poncliarirain,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 
Same  order  and  reference. 
Mr.  DUNBAR.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
same  committee  to  report  back  Senate  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Fanny. 

Referred  ig  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN,  of  Ohio,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  back,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass,  Senate  bill  No.  240,  being  "  An  act 
to  extend  the  limits  of  the  collection  district  of 
Milwaukie,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
following  bill,  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  ihe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  jirinled: 

A  bill  "to  constitute  Keokuk  and  Dubuque,  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  ports  of  delivery. 

Also,  with  an  amendment,  Senate   resolution 

No.  3,  "  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  brig 

Kale  Boyd;"  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HEPfff,  it  was 

Ordered^  Tliftl  the  Conimitlee  on  Public  Lanilf  be  dis- 

charepfl  from  the  rarlher  c.uisidcralion  of  Ihe  pelilioit  of 

(jeorKe  Mesnermnilh,  for  a  palenl  to  eertaili  land*,  and  Ihe 

pruuon  of  Koberl  W.  Sleel,  a«klng  to  be  relieved  from  the 

erroneoui*  locauon  of  a  land  warrant,  and  Uiai  the  aaoie  be 

I  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  believe  that  we  are  now  through 

with  the  call  of  committees.     We  have  done  a 

pretty  good  day's  work.     1    find    that  there  are 

I  many  private  bills  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and 

I  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  1  move  that  the 
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House  proceed  to  refer  them  to  their  appropriate 
commitleea. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  we  shall  get  beyond 
the  Comnilitee  on  Public  Lands,  of  which  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Cobb]  is  a  member.  1  do  not 
want  to  stop  at  that  committee,  as  I  am  anxious 
to  get  to  some  other  committees,  which  will  not 
occupy  the  whole  balanceof  the  session. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Call  the  next 
committee. 

Mr.  COBB.     I   hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
throw  any  reflection  upon  what  I  have  d^ne.  We 
are  through  with  the  call  of  committees,  according 
to  the  understanding  this  morning,  and  the  Com-  | 
mittee  nn  Public  Lands  cannot  be  called  until  we  { 
meet  again.  | 

The  SPEAKER.  In  orderthatgentlemenmay  j 
understand  each  other,  the  Chair  would  state  that 
the  order  made  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  : 
House  this  morning  was,  that  the  committees  be 
called,  beginning  with  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  that  such  matter  should  i 
be  reported  as  should  give  rise  to  no  debate  or  vole, 
and  that  the  same  should  be  referred;  and  that 
when  ihe  Chair  should  again  resume  the  call,  he 
should  begin  with  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  immediately  precedes  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  Therefore  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb)  is  not  more 
interested  in  the  proposition  which  he  has  made 
than  any  other  member. 

If  there  is  no  objection,  the  bills  on  the  Speak- 
er's table  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner, 
either  generally,  or  if  the  House  prefers,  such  as 
relate  only  to  private  business. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  TeiMiessee.  I  ask  the  con- 
sent of^the  House  to  make  a  report  or  two.  JThey 
are  nut  of  any  particular  importance;  but*  was 
not  in  the  House  at  the  time  my  committee  was 
called. 

No  objection  was  made. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STANTON,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  Ihe  Comiiiilt^e  on  tlir  Judiciary  tie  6l9- 
ctiarged  from  the  furlher  considerallon  of  eerlnin  petitions 
for  the  election  of  I*re>4i(lei)l  niul  Vice  i'lfsident  by  Ihe  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  fiimt:  be  referred  lo  the  select  coiiimittee 
on  that  buhject  appointed  i<onie  time  sinre. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STANTON,  it  was 

Ortfercfl,  That  the  Comniillee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dts- 
charccd  rriiin  Ihe  fnither  conflideratinn  of  certain  peliliont 
fur  Ihe  election  of  postinastem  by  tbe  people,  and  that  the 
eaine  be  laid  upon  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  also  reported  back  "a  bitl  declaratory 
of  the  second  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved February  3,  1S53,  entitled  '  An  oct  to  con- 
tinue half  poy  to  certain  widows  and  orphans.'  " 

Mr.  S.  said  the  Committee  on   the  Judiciary 
looked  upon  this  bill  as  the  enactment  of  a  new 
law  upon  the  subject  of  pensions,  which  does  not 
come  within  the  province  of  our  committee;  we  11 
therefore  ask    to   be  discharged  from  the  furthers 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  ' 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  so  referred. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back  a  joint  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  United  Slates  Senators 
by  the  people;  which  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  consider  that  subject. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  pros- 
ecution of  land  claims  belonging  to  the  United 
Stales." 

Mr.  S.  said:  I  will  state  to  the  House  that  this 
bill  is  a  proposition  to  purchase  witnesses  and 
prosecutors  by  giving  them  a  portion  of -the  prop- 
erty to  be  recovered.  The  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary considered  it  to  be  one  very  improper  and 
injurious  in  its  character.  They  have  therefore 
instructed  me  to  report  it  hack  to  the  House,  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.  I  move 
that  it  be  laid  upon  fte  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table.  • 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Some  time  since  I  gave  notice 
of  the  introduction  of  a  bill  upon  a  subject  of  some 
consequence.  It  involves  the  expenditure  of  no 
money;  and  I  now  propose  to  throw  myself  upon 
the  well  known  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  ii,  simply  for, the  purpose  of 
having  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  following  bill  | 
was  introduced,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  I 


its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oh  Com- 
merce: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  recording  the  conveyances  of  vessels, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  29, 1850. 

Mr.  DRUM.  Among  tlie  papers  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Virginia,  lately  deceased,  [Mr.  Snod- 
ORASs,]  I  find  a  bill  and  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.'  I  ask  leave  to  present  it  and  have  it  re- 
ferrred . 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  following  bHl 
was  reported  from  the' Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims,  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  referred  to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  ofthe  day  for  to-morrow,  and  the 
bill  and  report  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Davis,  admin- 
istrator of  Captain  John  Davis,  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

BILLS  ON  THE  SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 

The  House,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  and  dispose  of  bills  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  as  follows: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  185)  granting  the  right  of 
way  to  the  Sf.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  railroad, 
through  the  arsenal,  magazine,  and  Jefferson  bar- 
racks tracks.  Reporteil  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  that  it  be  printed . 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aff^rs.  The  bill  was 
originally  uferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  but  subsequently  that  committee  was  dis- 
charged from  its  consideration, and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  COBB.  With  that  explanation  I  withdraw 
my  motion. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflfairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  Senate  bills  received  their  first 
and  second  reading,  and  were  referred  as  indicated: 

An  act  (No.  245)  to  amend  the  provisions  of 
the  fifty-sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  approved  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  (No.  262)  gianting  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama public  lands,  in  alternate  sections,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  central  railroad  from  some 
point  on  the  boundary  line  of  the  States  of  Ala- 
bama and  Tennessee  to  a  point  on  the  boundary 
line  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  (No.  348)  to  grant  other  lands  in  lieu  of 
certain  sixteenth  sections  heretofore  disposed  of  by 
the  United  States  for  other  than  school  purposes. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  (No.  355)  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
portraits  of  the  first  five  Presidents  of  the  United 
Slates.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary. 

A  resolution  (No.  9)  manifesting  the  sense  of 
Congress  towanls  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
vessels  and  others  engaged  in  the  rescue  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  the  passengers, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamship  San 
Francisco,  from  perishing  with  the  wreck  of  that 
vessel.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the 
subject. 

An  act  (No.  178)  to  incorporate  the  National 
Hotel  Company  of  Washington  city.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  (No.  334)  for  the  relief  of  Franjois 
Cousin.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  358)  to  make  compensation  to 
Henry  Cronchey  for  extra  services.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  352)  extending  in  certain  coses  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
preemption  rights  to  certain  lands  therein  men- 
tioned," approved  March  3, 1853.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  (No.  ()4)  for  the  relief  of  thelegal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  G.  Mackall,  deceased.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  175)  for  the  relief  of  John  Bron- 
son.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  188)  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Lang- 
don    C.  Eastoii,   assistant  quartermaster  Uniteil 


States  Arnnr.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs. 

An  act  (No.  203)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Snod- 
grass.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  222)  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Wil- 

son.      Referred    to  a   Committee  of  the  Whole 

i  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

I      An  act  (No.  225)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Cook 

and  others.  Referred^o  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  231)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Metcalf.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  239)  fortherelief  of  Sylvester  Pet- 
tibone.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  240)  for  the  relief  of  James  Ed- 
wards and  others.  Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  248)  for  the  relief  of  William  Har- 
ris,'of  Georgia.  Referred  to  the  Committee  ob 
Military  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  252)  for  the  relief  of  the  personal 
representative  of  William  A.  Slacum,  deceased. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  290)  for  the  relief  of  Rulif  Van 
Brunt.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  291)  for  the  relief  of  Horace  South- 
mayd  and  son.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

An  act  (No.  301)  for  the  relief  of  th»  legal  re- 

ftresentatives  of  Thomas  D.  Anderson,  deceased, 
ate  consul  of  the  United  Slates  at  Tripoli.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  322)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Bray. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  (No.  324)  for  the  relief  of  Seneca  G. 
Simmons.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  329)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D. 
Jennings.  Referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Privats 
Land  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  330)  for  the  Telief  of  Juan  M. 
Luco  and  Jose  L.  Luco.  Referred  to  (lie  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  337)  for  tl»e  relief  of  Eliza  M. 
Evans.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

An  act  (No.  340)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Cran- 
dall.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

An  act  (No.  374)  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester T. 
Jerauld,  assignee  of  the  interest  of  Henry  Ricl»- 
ard.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  269)grantingtherightof  way  over, 
and  dep6t  grounds  on,  the  military  reserve  at  Fort 
Gratiot,  in  the  State  of  Michisan,  to  the  Port 
Hijron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  t5n  Military  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  88)  for  the  relief  of  William  G. 
Ridgley.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  377)  regulating  the  time  of  holding 
the  sessions  of  the  district  ana  circuit  courts  of  tbe 
United  States  in  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  (No. 378)  to  establish  an  additional  land 
district  in  the  Slate  of  Florida.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  (No.  382)  further  to  amend  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  tht 
sales  ofthe  public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption 
rights,"  approved  September  4,  1841.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  resolution  (No.  16)  manifesting  the  sense  of 
Congress  towards  Commander  Edward  Marshall, 
commanding  her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Virago, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  who  were  detachedToy 
his  order,  for  the  relief  of  the  surveying  party 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Strain. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  act  (No.  372)  in  favor  of  Charles  D.  Arf- 
wedson.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  (No.  320)  supplementary  to  an  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  lo  authorize  notaries  public  to  take 
and  certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledg- 
ments in  certain  cases. "  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  (No.  373)  to  ascertain  and  adjust  the 
titles  to  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  As  the  gentleman  who 
has  special  charge  of  that  bill  is  absent,  I  ask  that 
it  be  left  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and  that  no  ac- 
tion be  taken  upon  it^tt  this  time. 
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the  boldest  and  most  important  yenommeoccd  in 
America,  running,  as  it  does,  fifteen  hundred  feet 
below  the  ■ummit  of  the  Hooaac,  by  a  tunnel  four 
miles  and  a  half  in  length,  materially  reducing  the 
distance,  grades,  curvatures,  time,  and  cost  of 
transportation  between  Massachusetts,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Rhodslsland, Connecticut, and 
Vermont,  andilr  Sl|f(ea  of  New  York,'  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  West;  that  it  is  a  great  national 
enterprise,  essential  to  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  country,  to  the  carriage  of  the 
mails,  to  social  intercourse,  and  of  vast  importance 
iiT  time  of  war,  and  well  entitled  to  the  counte- 
nance of  the  Government. 

The  petition  further  states  that  the  State  of 
Massacnusetta,  although  interested  in  another 
and  rival  enterprise,  has  granted  to  this  company 
a  loan  of  the  Slate  credit  to  be  advanced  as  the 
work  progresses,  and  has  thus  indorsed  its  value 
and  importance;  that  iis  feasibility  has  been  shown 
by  careful  surveys  and  scientific  research,  but  still 
the  magnitude  of  the  work  and  time  required  for 
its  completion  demand  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Government. 

The  petition  doses  by  respectfully  asking  that 
Congress  would  give  its  countenance  to  this  en- 
terprise by  granting  to  the  company,  or  to  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  in  aid  of  the  same,  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands,  upon  such  terms  with 
respect  to  the  carriage  of  the  mails  and  munitions 
of  war,  and  with  such  other  provisions,  as  shall 
be  considered  just  and  reasonable. 

The  petition  was  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  thaUheHouse do 
now  adjourn.  ^B 

The  question  was  taken;  and  th^notion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  (at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.) 
adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


The  SPEAKER.    Thera  being  n<y  objection, 
.the  bill  will  remain  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOOSTON.  All  the  bUls  from  the  Senate 
on  the  Speaker's  table  having  now  been  disposed 
of,  let  us  take  up  the  territorial  bills. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  Brst  in  order 
opon  the  Speaker's  table  will  be  the  consideration 
of  Senate  bilfNo.  37S,  "  granting  to  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois  a  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Indiana  and  Illi- 
noia  Central  railroad." 

Mr.  COBB.  That  goes  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  My  colleague,  who  ia 
also  interested  in  this  bill,  ia  not  here,  and  I  will  ob- 
ject to  its  consideration  in  bis  absence.  Let  it 
remain  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  What  is  the  reason  that 
that  bill  is  not  rei'erred  like  others.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Because  objecuon  is  made. 
The  bill  has  been  referred  and  reported  back. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Theobject,>I  presume,  in 
leaving  it  on  the  table  now,  is  to  have  it  passed 
without  being  referred. 

The  SPEAKER.  For  the  information  of  the 
centlemtn  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lbtchbk,]  the 
Chair  will  slate  that  the  pending  motion  in  regard 
to  the  bill  is  one  submitted  by  himself  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table;  and  on  thatj|^ttsn  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered.       ^^Bl 

Mr.  M 1 LLER,  of  Missouri.  JPly  colleague 
from  the  St.  Louie  .district  [Mr.  Bbntom]  is  not. 
here,  I  aak  that  the  order  referring  the  bill  granting 
a  rieht  of  way  to  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad  Company  be  reconsidered,  and  that  the 
bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.HOlTSTON.  If  that  motion  be  entertained, 
I  will  ask  the  Speaker  also  to  entertain  a  similar 
motion  in  reference  to  a  bill  in  which  I  have  an 
intereA. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  objection  be  ig^e  to  the 
propositipn  of  the  gentleman  from  MjflHK;  [Mr. 
Miller,]  the  Chair  cannot  consisten^^Rth  the 
order  of  the  House,  entertain  the  mnRn  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  only  want  that  the  bill  may 
be  reinstated  in  the  posiuon  it  was  in,  and  laid  on 
the  table,  as  my  colleague  is  not  here. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  understand  that  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  not  made  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  the  matter  to  lie  over,  but 
■imi>ly  that  the  bill  may  be  left  where  it  was,  one 
of  his  colleagues  who  had  charge  of  it,  being  ab- 
sent. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimous  pleas- 
ure of  the  House  that  the  bill  referred  tg  be  placed 
back  on  file  on  the  Speaker's  table? 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 
POSTPONEMENT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  ORDER. 
Mr.  LETCHER.    For  the  purpose-of  permit- 
ting the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  McDou- 
oall]  to  renew  his  motion  for  a  postponement  of 
the  special  order,  I  withdraw  my  objection  to  it. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Then  1  ask  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  postpone  the  special  order  on  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill  to  the  first  Monday  in  July, 
for  the  reason  that  the  reports  of  the  engineers  are 
about  being  completed,  and  will  soon  be  before 
the  House,  so  that  it  may  understand  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  route  proposed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    If  the  gentleman's 
motion  be  adopted,  the  special  order  will  come  up 
at  a  very  bad  time.    It  will  come  up  at  a  time 
when  we  have  all  the  other  business  of  the  House 
*  to  perform.    Besides  that,  we  have  not  now  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  present  to  make  a 
disposition  of  this  bill  in  any  way.    And  I,  for 
one,  would  prefer  that  there  were  no  action  takes 
on  it  until,  at  least,  there  were  a  quorum  in  the 
House. 
Several  Membeki.    That  is  right. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.    I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  all 
the  friends  of  the  measure  ask  for  it  is  a  full  and 
fair  consideration,  and  we  will  insist  on  that. 

Mr.  JONES,  Let  us  have  enough  members 
present  to  dispose  of  it  properly. 

THE  HOOSAC  TUNNEL.  • 

Mr.  GOODRICH  presented  the  petition  of  the 

Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  Company  for  a  grant 

of  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  aid  of  the  con- 

atruction  of  the  Hoosac  tunnel. 

The  petition  states  that  the  enterprise  ia  one  of 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jime  13, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rbv.  Wiluau  H.  Milburn. 
The  Journal  ofTburaday  was  read  and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representauves,by  Mr.  Fobvkt,  their  Cjerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  school  districts, 
in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  within  the  twelve 
miles  square  reservation.  State  of  Alabama. 

DEATH  OP  HON.  J.  F.  SN0D6RA8S. 

The  message  also  communicated  to  the  Senate 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Jobh  Frtatt 
SNODGRABs,late  a  member  of  that  House  from  the 
Slate  of  Virginia,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  in  relation  thereto. 

The  proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  discharge  a  melancholy  office, 
Mr.  President,  in  asking  the  Senate  to  unite  with 
me  in  the  customary  resolutions  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  a  colleague,  whose  death  has  just  been 
announced  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Truly,  we  cannot  tell  what  a  day  may  bring 
forth.  But  little  more  than  one  week  ago,  when 
the  two  Houses  were  to  be  for  a  few  days  in  re- 
cess, my  deceased  colleague  took  (as  we  all  then 
believed)  a  short  leave  of  his  friends,  availing 
himself  of  that  interval  fur  a  brief  visit  to  his  home 
in  Virginia.  His  health ,  somewhat  infirm  in  later 
years,  seemed  to  have  beer,  regenerate  with  the 
advancing  spring,  and  he  left  us  buoyant  with 
hope,  and  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
reunion  with  those  he  loved  best  on  earth — his 
wife  and  infant  children.  He  but  lived  to  reach 
his  distant  home,  and  once  more  to  bless  them 
with  his  presence. 

Death,  inexorable  creditor  of  all  that  Uve,  sped 
with  him  on  this  his  lastjoumey  on  eiirtlVPottida 
mer$  aquo  pede  pulsat.  Yet  how  grateful  is  the  rec- 
ollection to  those  who  survive,  that  he  was  spared 
a  death  amongst  strangers,  and  that  the  devoted 
partner  of  his  life  shared  his  lost  look  in  death. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  tribute,  Mr.  President, 
John  Fry  ATT  SHODORAsa,  represented  the  eleventh 
congressional  district  of  Virginia,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  A  native  of  the  county  of 
Berkeley,  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  valley  of 
Virginia,  he  had  removed  in  ^firly  life  to  the  bonks 


of  the  Ohio,  aod'establisbed  his  home  at  Parkers- 
bore,  in  the  county  of  Wood. 

His  family  are  well  known  to  me  in  his  native 
county,  occupying  and  cultivating  their  ancestral 
farms  of  more  than  a  century,  among  the  most 
respectable  and  respected  of  those  whose  occupa- 
tion derelops  the  full  dignity  of  man  In  social  po- 
sition— those  who  plow  and  till  the  soil  that  it 
may  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  the  im- 
mediate almpners  of  the  Deity,  who  has  cboeen 
and  sent  them  forth  as  the  true  benefactors  of  their 
race;  fjuL  who  does  not  feel  with  Enj^land's 
gifted  pflnsopher,  when  he  gave  it  for  his  opin- 
ion, "  that  whoever  could  make  two  ears  of  com 
or  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  upon  a  spot  of 
ground  where  only  one  grew  before,  would  de- 
serve better  of  mankind  and  do  more  essential 
service  to  his  country  than  the  whole  race  of  poli« 
ticians  pub  together. 

Educated  for  the  bar,  Mr.  Snodoba^i  soon  rose 
to  eminence  in  his  profession,  sustained  and  borne 
forward  to  success  by  diligence,  labor,  and  spot- 
less integrity.  * 

It  was  my  fortune  to  have  known  him  in  early 
life,  before  he  sought  his  new  home  in  the  West, 
but  his  progress  and  ,  advancement  there  were 
marked  by  those  from  among  whom  he  bad 
gone  forth  to  the  world.  The  charm  of  life  to 
him  was  in  private  station. 

It  would  seem  from  his  career  that  public  em- 
ployment, with  all  its  seductions  for  many,  had 
few  attractions  for  him.  I  have  been  informed 
that  he  was  never  a  candidate  for  office,  in  its 
proper  sense,  yet  he  was  a  man  of  fixed  and  sta- 
ble opinion  on  the  great  measuresof  policy  which 
divide  the  parties  of  the  country — a  republican  of 
that  Democralic  school  instituted  by  Jefferson ,  and 
in  which  Henry,  Wythe,  Roant, and  other  home 
bred  statesmen  of  Virginia  were  the  illustrious 
tubers.  ^ 

^t  the  solicitation  of  his  friends  and  n^hbors, 
he  represented  them,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  con-  ' 
vention  of  the  Slate  called  to  revise  the  constitu- 
tion of  Virginia,  in  1850.  Of  that  body  he  was 
what  is  usually  termed  a  tiUnl  member;  \li'uh  the 
flippant,  perhaps  a  designation  of  disparagement; 
yet  Jefferson,  wlRisecommandingintelleclmouIded 
and  gtlve  being  to  all  the  great  institutions  of  our 
popular  Government,  was  himself  always  a  silent 
member  too.  Itissaid,!  think,  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
that,  on  even  the  greatest  question  before  him,  he 
seldom  made  a  speech  exceeding  four  minutes  in 
duration.  Fortunate  in  a  plain  and  sensible  mind, 
not  ooslored  with  the  results  of  reading  and  reflec- 
tion, my  deceased  friend  and  colleague  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  it  safer,  and  perhaps  not  lees 
seemly,  rather  to  think  and  act  without  talking, 
than  to  talk  and  act  without  thinking. 

At  the  dose  of  the  convention,  he  returned  to 
the  quiet  of  his  unobtrusive  life,  until  again,  un- 
solicited on  his  part,  he  was  returned  to  serve  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, and  here,  after  an  Interval  of  some  twenty 
years,  I  had  the  good  fortune  fb  renew  my  ac- 
quaintance with  him. 

He  was  a  warm,  liberal,  and  confiding  friend, 
a  sound,  judicious,  and  informed  statesman,  and, 
above  all,  an  upright  and  honest  man. 

I  offer,  sir,  the  following  resolutions: 

Raotuedj  That  the  Senate  recetves,  with  sfncers  regret, 
the  announcement  or  the  death  nf  B^n.  John  Frvatt 
Snodgrass,  late  a  inemher  of  the  llnuse  of  Reprewnt- 
aiiven  Irom  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  tendert  to  the  rrla- 
tlvea  of  the  deceased  the  aaaufance  of  lu  aympathy  wiili 
tliein  uoder  the  bereavement  ibey  have  been  called  lo  aias- 
tain. 

.  Renhted,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed 
lo  uansuilc  to  the  fkmily  of  Mr.  S!ioDaRA»,  a  certiAed 
copy  of  the  foregoing  reaolution. 

Rtt0lv€dj  Aa  a  mark  o(  n^pecl  for  the  memory  of  the 
deoeased,  ttiat  the  Senate  do  now  adjoarn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to( 
and  the  Senate  adjourned; 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNpAT,  Jitne  12, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m..  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbobn. 

The  Clerk  commenced  reading  the  Journal  of 
Saturday,  when 

Mr.  COBB  (interrupting)  said:  I  learn  that 
there  are  about  thirty-six  pages  of  the  Journal,  all 
relating  to  the  reception  of  reports  from  commit- 
tees, and  the  reference  of  Senate  bills,  which  occu- 
pied neiurly  all  of  Satarday'sseesion.    Cannot  ws 
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dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  when  it 
contains  nothing  else,  and  the  reading  of  which 
would  consume  from  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a 
half.'  In  order  that  we  may  proceed  to  business, 
and  save  time,  t  move  that  the  further  reading  of 
the  Journal  be  dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  don*  by 
unanimous  consent. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  further  reading 
of  the  Journal  was  accordingly  dispensed  with. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPE.AKER.  The  business  fir^n  order 
ia  the  consideration  of  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Walbridce)  to 
introduce  a  resolution,  offered  by  him  some  two 
weeks  since,  in  reference  to  fixing  the  day  for 
the  final  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ORR.  As  that  resolution  ia  one  of  some 
importance.aDd  with  the  view  of  having  a  full 
House  lor  its  consideration,  I  move  that  there  be 
a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MACE.  1  rise  to  a  privileged  question.  I 
desire  to  make  u  partial  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules,  and  I  send  it  to  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  on  Rules, 
under  the  rules  of  the  House,  can  report  at  any 
time;  but  the  present  proposition  is  to  suspend 
those  rules,  and  therefore  the  report  of  the  gentle- 
man would  not  take  precedence  of  the  privileged 
question  which  is  pending. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  that 
there  he  a  call  of  the  House;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  roll  of  the  House  was  then  called,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirly-niue  members  answered  to 
their  names. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  absentees: 

nTf^flr^  David  J.  Baitev,  ThomnK  II.  Dnvly,  Rai^, 
Rarksdail,  lii'll,  Hcnnell,'llcliloii,  Bis>fll,  Rli»,  Clisle, 
Cliiirfttwfll,  tJrnic*%  CulUiin,  Ciiiiiininx,  Ciiltiritf,  Thonias 
l>nvi>,  Dean,  Dt*  Will,  DicltiiDutii,  Di.«iii;y.  r>astnitilK  I'.ddy, 
EdgiTlon,  Farley,  F^iulkner,  Feiiloit.  Fiajrlur,  Florence, 
Franklin,  Grpy,  Grnw,  Sam^psnin  W.  Harris,  Wil*'y  P. 
(larris,  Hnrnsoi),  llihbnrd,  Daniel  T.  Joni^M,  Keilt,  Kerr, 
Kidwt'll,  KiliredKe,  Kiiriz,  Lanp,  Lilly.  I.ind«ley,  I. yon, 
MoCiilloi'ti,  McNair.  MrCiiieen,  Macyjrtalleson,  Maurice, 
M.iyall,  Mcachain.Middleffwarlh,  Morrison,  Noble,  Packer, 
PfCKttani,  Bittliop  PerkinM.  John  Perkititi,  Fhillip«,  Vnwell, 
Prnlf,  PrCMlon.  Pnrycar,  H<:c&e,  Richardson,  Rowe,  Rnf- 
fiii,  Sapp,  Siymour  Shannon,  Shower,  Simmons,  i^aniuel 
A.  Siniih,Soll>'r»,  Siraub.  David  Sluarl,  John  J.  Taylor, 
Tracy,  Twe<^d.  Vani»ai»l,  Wade,  Walker,  Walsh,  Ellihu  B. 
Wa»libnnie.  Wells,  John  Wenlworlh,  Wtieeler,  Wine, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  Yates,  and  Zollicolfer. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  qiMslion  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  the  resolution,  which  will  be  re- 
ported by  the  Clerk. 

The  reiiolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

•«  Rctotved,  (ihe  Senate  conciirrinR.)  That  the  PrewldenI 
of  Ihe  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
alives  udjourti  their  respective  Houses  jiwc  die  on  Mon- 
day, the  third  of  July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m." 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  inquireof  the  Chair  if  that 
resolution  will  be  amendable  if  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended for  its  introduction.' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  will  be. 

Mr.  ORR.  (  then  give  notice  that  I  shall  move 
to  amend  it  by  striking  out  "  Monday,  the  .3d  of 
July  next,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "  Wed- 
nesday, the  9th  of  August." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  cannot  vote  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  the  admission  of  that  resolution.  1 
should  like  to  have  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
it  inodily  it  before  the  quesiion  is  put, and  that  he 
shall  make  the  day  of  adjournment  the  15th  day 
of  AuguHt.     He  has  the  right  to  do  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
suspension  of  the  rules,  and  it  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  merely  wish  to  give  notice 
that  if  the  rules  are  suspended,  I  shall  move  to 
amend  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  so  as  to  make  the  present  Con- 
gress adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  of  August  next, 
and  to  fix  the  permanent  day  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress  hereafter  the  third  Monday  of  October 
instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  December. 

Mr.  SICELTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  ORR.  Perhaps  we  can  suspend  the  rules 
without  the  yeaa  and  nays;  and  I  hope  the  gentle- 


man will  withffaw  the  coll  until  we  take  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SKELTON.    I  withdraw  my  call. 

Th^  question  being  put,  and  there  appearing 
only  twenty-four  members  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
tellers  upon  the  same. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  Bnd#Iealrs.  McMullin 
and  Vail  were  appointed.  , 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
99  in  the  affirmative,  (more  than  one  fifth  of  those  ' 
present.)  | 

So  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules;  and  there  were — yeas  104,  nays 
38;  as  follows:  [ 

YEAS— MeiHra.  Aiken,  Willia  Allen,  Applcton,  Aahe, 
Ball,  Barry,  Bell,  Benson,  Bridges,  Brooks,  Bum,  Camp- 
bell, (Carpenter,  CBruthers,rhandlcr,Chastain,Chrisman,  ' 
Cliiiitinan,  Colquitt,  Co<ik,  Corwin,  (;o.t,  Croeker,  Curtis, 
Cuniiii!,  John  G.  Davis,  I)aw>on,  Dent,  Dick,  Dowdetl, 
Drum,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Ediiiand.s,  Edinundaon.  Tlinniaa 
D  Eliot,  John  M.  Elliou,  Ellison,  English,  Etlieriilfie, 
Everhart,  Ewing,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Giddiii|tB,  Goodrich, 
Greenwood.  Hamilton,  Aaron  llarlun,  Andrew  J.  Harlan, 
Hastings,  Haven,  Hendricks,  Hiestet,  Hill,  Hillycr,  Howe, 
Hntthes,  Hunt,  Johns<in,  Knox,  Lamb,  Latham,  Lindley, 
McDougall,  Mayall,  Mearhnni,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Mil-  i 
ler,  M'lrijan,  vlorrison,  -Murray, Norton,  Olds,  .\ndrew  till-  ' 
ver,  Mordecai  stiver,  tirr.  Packer,  Penninjtion,  Phelps, 
Pringle,  Ready.  David  Ritchie,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbint, 
Russell,  Sage,  Sapp,  Samuel  A.  Smilli,  William  Smith, 
George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Slanlun,  Richard  H.  Stan- 
ton, Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Stralton,  John  L.  Taylor, 
Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Trout,  Walbridge,  Walley,  Warren, 
Israel  Washburn,  Tappan  Wcntworln,  and  Hendrick  B, 
Wright— 104. 

NAYS— Messrs.  James  C.  Allen,  Belcher,  Bocock, 
Biiyce,  Breckinridge,  Caskie,  (Chamberlain,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Gmide,  Heni^^ouston,  Ingersoll,  George  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glancy  Joio^^Holand  Jones,  Letcher,  McMullin,  Mace, 
Maxwell,  Ma^Millson,  Nichols,  Riddle,  Rogers,  RuRin, 
Sabiii,  Seward,  Shaw,  Singleton,  Skellon,  Gerrit  Smith, 
HestorL.  Stevens,  Straub,  Andrew  Stuart,  Thurston,  Up- 
ham,and  Vail — 3d. 

So  two  thirds  having  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE  Forthe  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  wishes  of  a  large  number  of  gentlemen 
around  me,  i  now  propose  to  modify  my  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  3d  of  July  and  inserting 
the  17th  of  that  month;  and  also  to  add  that  the 
two  Houses  convene  again  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November  next. 

[Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"  all  over  the  House.] 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  Very  well,  I  will  then 
leave  it  so  as  to  provide  for  an  adjournment  sine 
die  on  the  17th  of  July. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  "the  17th  of  July"  and  inserting 
"  Wednesday,  the  9th  day  of  August." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  it  is  scarcely 
in  his  power  to  modify  his  resolution  after  having 
been  introduced  by  a  suspensionof  the  rules.  He 
may  accomplish  his  purpose  by  moving  to  amend 
it,  but  he  has  not  the  right  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  then  submit  the  prop- 
osition I  have  indicated  as  an  amendment. 

Mc.  ORR.  I  then  offer  my  proposition  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  move  to  strike  out  whatever 
day  is  there  named,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"  Wednesday,  the  9th  day  of  August." 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina- to  yield  me  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  ask  the  Speaker  whether  the  reso- 
lution is  debatable.'  if  it  is,  I  will  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  temporarily. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  debatable. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desired  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  a  proposition  in  reference  to 
the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  that  there  are  already 
twe  amendments  pending— an  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  9Aith '  Carolina.  No  proposition  further 
to  amend  will,  therefore,  be  in  order.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
3d  of  July  and  to  insert  ihe  I7ih;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolinii  moves  to  strike  out  the 
17th  of  July  and  to  insert  the  9ih  of  August. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  yield  me  the  floor,  so  that  I  may  submit 
an  explanation,  and  such  a  motion  as  may  be  in 
order.'  1  shall  not  occupy  more  than  two  min- 
utes. 


I      Mr.  ORR.    Will  the  gentleman  please  indicat* 
what  motion  he  proposes  to  submit? 

I      Mr.  HAVEN,    it  is  one  in  referenc*  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  I  properly  understand  the  state 
of  the  question  before  the  House,  no  further 
amendment  ia  in  order.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Walbridge]  proposes  to  amend 
the  resolution.  I  propose  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment. Another  proposition  to  amend  would  be 
in  the  third  degree,  and  therefore  not  in  order.  I 
do  not  perceive  how  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [iMr.  Haven]  can  subserve  the  purpose  he 
has  in  view,  even  should  I  yield  him  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  If  I  cannot  make  a  motion  that 
is  properly  in  order,  I  shall  at  once  yield  the  floor 
to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  make  a  single  sug- 
gestion by  the  gentleman's  permission.  The  res- 
olution is  now  in  a  condition  to  prevent  the  sub- 
mission of  further  amendments.  I  would  like  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  modify  his 
amendment,  so  as  to  fix  the  time  at  15th  of  Au- 
gust. My  preference  is  for  a  later  day,  but  sull 
1  am  willing  to  compromise  with  the  genilemoo  on 
the  15th. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  With  the  permission  of 
the  gentlemat)  from  South  Carolina,  I  would  in- 

3uire  of  th4^tl)t>ir  whether  the  question    is  not 
ivisible?   '^B*'  not  the  right  to  call  for  a  divis- 
ion on  the  mHon  to  strike  out.' 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and 
insert  is  not  divisible  by  express  rule. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  resolution  be  adopted,  niodi- 
fied  as  indicated,  we  shall  have  two  months  lack- 
ing a  few  days.  In  that  lime  we  can  finish  all 
business  necessary  and  proper  to  be  finished.  I 
think  that  the  time  from  now  till  the9thof  Auguat 
is  ample;  and  if  there  be  a  majority  of  the  House 
concurring  with  ine,  it  will  sustain  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  which  I  now  make. 

Mr.ji^EN.  I  would  like  to  be  heard  a 
momel^^^B^ill  not  the  gentleman  from  South 
CaroliiuWnthdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion fur  two  minutes  so  that  somebody  on  this 
side  of  the  House  may  be  heard? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  withdraw  my  coll  for  the  previous 
question,  temporarily,  so  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  may  make  his  explanation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  shall  not  abuse  the  gentle- 
man's favor.  I  desire  to  moye  as  a  substitute  for 
the  resolution,  the  joint  resolution  which  has  been 
sent  down  to  us  from  the  Senate.  This  one  thing 
I  will  say  in  regard  to  the  matter:  TheSenatehaa 
kindly  offered  us  that  resolution.  It  was,  to  some 
extent,  txjnralia  on  its  part.  The  condition  uf  the 
appropriation  bills  is  such  that  the  Senate  would 
have  the  right  to  complain  if  we  undertook  to  send 
it  a  new  proposition.  We  have  not  given  it  the 
time  it  ought  to  have  to  act  on  these  bills.  If  we 
take  the  pl-oposition  sent  in  to  us,  it  will  not  have 
the  right  to  complain .  We  may  take  the  proposition 
and  say — gentlemen  we  take  you  at  your  word 
and  will  go  to  <vark,  and  between  this  and  the 
third  day  of  July,  accomplish  the  same  amount  of 
work  that  would  be  accomplished,  under  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentlemaiifrom  South  Carolina,  be- 
tween this  and  the  first  Monday  in  August.  Fix 
a  time  for  the  adjournment,  and  my  word  for  it, 
all  the  necessary  work  will  be  done.  I  will  only 
add,  from  what  I  have  seen  in  my  experience  in 
these  matters — i  do  not  say  it  unkindly  of  the 
House — that  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  our  past 
action,  that  the  House  has  got  into  that  conditi  n ' :' 
demoralization  in  reference  to  legislation  in  wl  :  m 
we  shall  not  effect  any  valuable  purpose  until  we 
have  separated  and  come  together  again  at  some 
future  day.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  move  the  Senate 
Joint  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  the  gentleman's 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  move  as 
on  amendment  any  bill  pending  before  the  House. 
The  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  ia  now  before 
this  House,  and  cannot  be  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment, unless  it  is  modified  in  someway  by  chang- 
ing the  day  or  week. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  see  the  propriety  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair.  I  will  take  the.  language  of 
the*joint  resolution,  and  insert  the  4lh  of  July 
instead  of  the  3d. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  Chair  understand 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  yielding 
the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Havev]  to  offer  an  amendment? 
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Th«  genttaMin  from  South 
Carolinp  yielded  iM  tlw  floor  alKill 


Mr.  lAVBW  _^ 

buditlonally 

The^^EAKBR.  The  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  yielding  the 
floor  temporariljr. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  said,  at  the  time,  that  1  yielded 
the  floor  temporarily. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  inquire  if  the  g;entle> 
man  from  South  Carolina  intenda  to  avail  nimaelf 
«f  the  rule,  ao  as  to  cut  off  my  right  t«  offer  a 
•obstitute ) 

^r.  ORR.  I  will  answer  the  question  pro- 
pounded by  my  friend  from  New  York.  The 
principal  inducement  that  operated  upon  my  mind 
to  Tota  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  was  to  take 
up  this  resolution,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the 

froposition  that  was  sent  to  us  from  the  Senate, 
am  myself  opposed  to  the  proposition  that  this 
Congress  shoula  take  a  recess;  for  such  a  thing  is 
unprecedented  in  the  historv  of  this  Government. 
I  tnink  wt  should  pursue  tnc  usual  course  of  fix- 
ing the  day  of  adjournment,  and  'that  this  would 
be  the  earliest  day  at  which  we  could  reasonably 
anticipate  finishing  the  public  business.  It  would 
not  be  proper  for  me  to  yield  the  floor  for  the  pur- 

rose  of  enabling  a  proposition  to  come  in  which 
desire  to  defeat. 

I  propose  now  to  withdraw  the  modification 
which  I  submitted,  and  to  offer  the  following  res- 
olution as  a  substitute,  which  proposes  to  fix, 
instead  of  the  14th  of  August,  the  hour  of  the  day 
•t  which  the  House  shall  adjourn,  an  omission  io 
the  preceding  resolution,  which  escaped  my  atten- 
tion, and  to  which  my  attention  vm  directed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonks.] 

IVfr,  HILLYER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  will  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  mo* 
ment. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  will  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentic- 
tnan. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  wish  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  now  before 
the  House.  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the  House 
in  discussing  the  substitute  which  I  propose  to 
offer.  I  apprehend  the  gentleman  from  ^uth 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  can  have  no  objection  to  it, 
«a  it  will  not  preclude  a  vote  upon  the  resolution 
ofiTered  by  him.  The  substitute  which  1  propose 
to  offer  is  the  following. 

RttolMi,  (tbe  Senate  eoneamii(,)  Tbat  tbe  PreddflnC  of 
the  Seaaie  snd  Uie  Speaker  of  the  Bonie  <nr  Repreaesla- 
tives  •4|ourn  Ibeir  reipecUve  Houwu  on  the  firai  Monday 
iu  AufUM  neit,  and  mat  hereaner  lite  day  appointed  by 
law  for  the  aasemUing  of  Congreas  shall  be  on  the  diiid 
Monday  in  October,  in  each  year,  instead  of  Ibe  Orn  Mon- 
day of  Decemlwr. 

Mr.  ORR.  Before  the  House  proceeds  fiirther 
in  the  disposition  of  this  matter,  I  submit  to  the 
Chair  this  question  of  order:  that  the  aubstitote 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Hillter]  is  not  in  order  as  a  substituteto  the  res- 
olution now  pending.  If  this  substitute  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  necessary  for  it  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  President  for  hit  sanction  before  it  could 
be  carried  into  effect. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  of  order  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
is  well  taken.  If  the  substitute  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  were  agreea  to,the  reso- 
lution would  have  to  go  to  the  President  for  his 
approval.  This,  on  reflection,  would  change  the 
whole  character  of  the  original  resolution.  It  is 
competent  for  the  two  Houses  to  pass  a  joint  res- 
olution fixing  the  day  of  adjournment  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress;  but  it-is  not  compAent  for 
the  two  Houses,  widiout  the  approval  and  signa- 
ture of  the  President,  to  change  the  period  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  Well,  I  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Orr]  will  be  voted  down  by  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  ask  the  previous  question  on  the 
re-iolution. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  lay  the  substitute 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  on  the  table . 

Mr.  McMOLLIN  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previnus 
question,  and  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  McMoLLiN?.] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  discourteous  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  therefore  witfi- 
draw  my  call  for  the  previous  question  tempo- 
rarily, for  the  purpose  of  permitting  tbe  gentlemaa 
to  make  any  suggestion  be  may  desire. 


Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  merely  want  to  make  a 
suggestion. 

It  occurs  to  me,  that  if  gentlemen  will  only  con- 
sent, one  and  all,  to  go  to  work  as  we  ought  to 
do,  and  as  we  are  capable  of  doing,  we  could  do 
much  more  business  than  we  can  transact  in  this 
way,  getting  up  or  adopting  resolutions  of  this 
kind  fixing  days  for  adjournment.  My  experi- 
ence, in  this  respect,  is,  that  whenever  we  fix  a 
day  for  aji  aiyoumment,  there  is  a  oonstant  rush 
by  gentlemen  who  happen  to  have  bills  pending 
in  which  they  are  particularly  intereste4,  to  get 
these  particular  bills  disposed  of. 

Now,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  we  have 
occupied  a  vast  deal  of  the  time  of  this  Congress 
in  discussing  a  question  of  general  character.  I 
allude  to  the  Nebraska  bill.  There  is,  however, 
now  before  the  House  a  vast  amount  of  business 
of  a  private  character — business  in  which  the  in- 
terests of  almost  every  State  io  the  Union  are  in- 
volved, ^here  are  many4ills  of  a  local  character 
pending.  And  we  have  not  yet  appropriated  a 
single  day  to  tbe  consideration  of  these  private 
bills.  1  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Havbn,]  that  we  owe  anything 
to  the  Senate  for  making  this  proposition  to  us. 
I  think  the  public  interests  would  be  better  served 
if  we  should  go  to  work  really,  and  in  earnest; 
and  when  we  shall  have  placed  the  public  business 
in  such  a  condition  as  ttiat  it  will  justify  our  ad- 
journing, then  let  us  adjourn. 

I  intended  at  a  proper  time  to  move  to  lay  this 
whole  subject  on  the  table.  It  would  be  discour- 
teous to  ths  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Orr,]  who  yielded  me  the  floor,  to  do  so  now;  but 
I  ^ive  notice  that  when  the  subject  comes  to  that 
point  where  1  may  legitimately  make  sucb-a  mo- 
tion, I  shall  move  to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Seward]  has  submitted  a  motion  to^y 
on  the  table  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  geffle- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr.]  This  is 
the  first  motion  to  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have 
manifested  quite  enough  of  a  disposition  to  accom- 
modate all  my  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  now  demand  the  previous  question.  And 
if  the  House  concur  with  me,  they  will  seconti  it. 

The  question  was  put  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previoiu  question.  The  Speaker  an- 
nounced forty-one  members  rising. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Orr  were  appointed.         * 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellera^k 
ported — ayes  53,  noes  not  counted;  nota  sufficiH^ 
number. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  believe  I  may,  with  some 
confidence,  appeal  to  gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the 
House,  for  my  sincerity,  when  I  say  I  have  as 
strong  a  desire  as  any  fair-minded  member  here, 
to  see  the  business  of  the  country  properly  .trans- 
acteil.  i  am  willing  to  make  as  manjr  personal 
Mtcrifices,  and  submit  to  as  great  inconveni- 
ence as  any  other  gentleman,  but,  it  is  only  upon 
ths  ground  that  I  have  been  impressed  with  the 
idea,  that  if  we  set  here,  in  most  we  do  we  shall 
but  lieep  the  country  in  a  state  of  turmoil  and  un- 
easiness without  making  any  advance  whatever 
in  the  public  business — that  1  am  in  favor  of  taking 
the  eailiest  possible  day  forgoing  home  to  our  con- 
stituents, and,  if  neceasarj^,  of  meeting  again  in 
a  better  bnsinsss  frame  of  mind  in  the  fall.  There 
is  a  propriety,  yea,  an  absolute  necessity  for  dis- 
posing of  the  appropriation  bills,  and  if  I  had' the 
matter  in  my  own  hand,  I  would  fix  the  middle  or 
Ibe  latter  part  of  )uly  as  the  time  for  adjournment. 
But  that  is  not  the  question.  The  Senate  have 
made  us  an  offer.  They  have  told  us  that  their 
business  is  in  such  a  condition  that  they  can  af- 
ford to  adjourn  at  the  time  indicated  in  their  reso- 
lution. They  have  told  us  that,  with  a  knowledge 
upon  their  part  of  the  condition  of  the  appropri- 
ation bills  and  ottier  business  in  this  House.  I 
think  it  right,  and  just,  and  fair,  to  meet  them 
upon  that  ground,  and  to  take  ihem  at  their  word. 
I  for  one  am  ready  to  do  it.  The  public  interest 
will  not  suffer,  but  I  think  will  be  promoted,  by 
cbncurring  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  private  businsas  on  our  Calendar,  which 


requires  tUtentiott.  I  differ  with  gentlemen,  if  any 
such  there  are,  who  believe  that  from  this  day  for- 
ward to  the  middle  of  August  there  will  be  any 
business  of  importance  transacted  upon  the  Private 
Calendar.  Why,  sir,  before  we  had  been  jaded 
out  by  public  service,  during  the  fall,  December 
and  January,  and  the  whole  six  and  a  half  months 
which  we  have  already  consumed  here,  we  have 
been  upon  the  Private  Calendar  but  two  or  three 
times,  at  most  but  a  very  few  times.  Now  we 
are  here,  with  this  hot  season  upon  us.  Disease 
is  approaching,  and  the  cholera  is  abroad.  Men 
have  been  home,  and  are  going  home,  and  if  we 
shall  have  a  quorum  at  all,  hereafter,  it  will  be  a 
lean,  rickety,  and  staggering  one,  obtained  only 
by  calls  of  the  House,  or  scouring  the  city  by  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  members  in.  I,forone,want  todoths 

Fublic  work.  My  friends  about  me  desire  to  do  it. 
tender  my  whole  services  to  do  it.  I  have  labored 
faithfully  to  have  it  done;  and  I  submit  that  the 
most  feasible  way  of  doing  it,  is  the  one  which  I 
have  suggested;  for  no  work  will  now  be  done, 
until  a  day  of  adjournment  is  fixed.  You  can,  if 
you  will  give  your  attention  to  it,  pass,  between 
this  and  the  4th  of  July,  the  appropriation  bills. 
The  Senate  will  be  satisfied  with  the  time  fixed. 
But  fix  another  time,  and  you  will  hear  from  them 
again, and  they  will  say  that  six  and  a  half  months 
have  already  passed, and  you  have  not  sent  us  the 
appropriation  bills.  Now  that  they  have  fixed  a 
time,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  present  condition 
of  business  in  both  Houses,  let  us  put  our  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel,  transact  the  public  buciness,  and 
adjourn  on  the  3d  of  July.  I  ask  ths  House  to 
lake  the  Senate  resolution  into  consideration,  and 
if  not  that,  ihen  the  proposition  suggested  by  me 
some  time  ago. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  a  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  should  first 
sulMJihis  proposition  to  writing. 

mPTAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  makea  single 
suggestion,  with  the  consent  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  and  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  will  so  modify  his 
proposition  as  to  make  the  two  Houses  o4  Con- 
gress adjourn  on  the  first  day  of  August,  I  will 
cheerfully  support  the  lesolution  in  that  form.  I 
believe  we  can  accomplish  all  the  business  which 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  accomplish  in  six  weAs, 
and  go  home.  I  am  opposed  to  taking  a  recess, 
and  I  think  the  country  is  opposed  to  it.  I  hope 
no  proposition  for  taking  a  recess  will  be  agreed 
to  by  the  House.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  think  we 
can  accomplish  all  the  necessary  business  of  the 
session  by  the  1st  of  August,  and  1  hope  we  shall 
adjourn  at  that  time,  and  go  home. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  if  his  proposition,  wkich 
I  understand  to  be,  in  substance,  tne  same  as  the 
resolution  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  is  adopted, 
whether  we  shall  not  draw  our  per  diem  during  ths 
recess?  I  understand  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treuury  has  so  decided. 

Mr.  HA,VEN.  It  is  precisely  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  what  I  deem  to  bean  erroneous  iropres- 

Kn  upon  tbat  subject,  that  I  have  held  the  floor, 
rill  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  but  a  moment. 
I  wish  to  say  that  the  resolution  pf  the  Senate  is 
a  resolution  to  adjourn,  and  not  a  resolution  for  a 
recess,  and  it  seems  to  me  clearly,  will  not  carry 
with  it  the  pay  of  the  members  from  the  time  of 
adjournment  until  the  next  meeting.  If  t  thought 
it  would,  I  would  add  a  provision  to  prevent  sueh 
a  construeiion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York,thatif  the  House  adjourns 
rine  die  on  the  3d  or  4th  of  July,  it  will  not  meet 
sgun  until  the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  That  is  the  very  thing  that  this 
proposition  is  designed  to  change.  I  offer  it  as  a 
joint  resohition  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to 
meet  in  October. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  it  mustgo  to  the  President 
for  his  signature,  most  it  not? 

Mr.  H  AVEN.  Well,  sir,  it  will  save  att  ques- 
tion on  the  subject,  if  it  receives  the  eignalure  of 
the  President.  One  word  more  and  I  have  done. 
I  ask  that  the  proposition  which  I  have  offered 
may  be  read. 

It  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

RtKhti,  (ths  Bsnsta  conc«ibi()  Tlut  the  President  of 
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Uie  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre«enta- 
Uves'  adjourn  their  respective  HnueeB  on  the  4th  day  ufjuly 
ncit,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  until  the  tliird  Manday  in  Octo- 
,   ber  next. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  That,  sir,  is  the  language  of 
the  Senate  resolution  with  a  single  modificaiion  as 
to  the  tiay  of  adjournment,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  question  of  order.  It  proposes  (o 
adjourn  from  the  4th  day  of  July ,  until  the  3d  Mon- 
day of  October.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  the  proposition  would  carry  with  it  the  pay 
of  the  members  during  the  recess.  1  repeat  that  I 
would  not  offer  a  proposition  that  would  admit  of 
such  a  construction,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  clear 
that  this  will  not.  The  same  question  has  arisen 
in  reference  to  the  recess  of  the  Legislature  in  my 
own  State,  and  it  was  decided  that  it  did  not  carry 
pay  to  the  members  during  the  recess.  I  think 
they  are  as  sharp  there  for  pay  as  anywhere.  I 
do  not  think  such  a  construction  can  be  given  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  should  like  to  know 
why  it  (Joes  not  carry  pay  just  as  much  as  does  a 
proposition  to  adjourn  over  for  a  week,  or  to  ad- 
journ for  three  days.  I  would  suggest,  therefore, 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  he  adil  a 
proviso  to  the  resolution  that  the  provision  of  law 
filling  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  Congress  shall 
be  changed  from  the  first  Monday  in  December  to 
the  third  Monday  in  October,  and  that  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  resolution  be  so  modified  as  to  pro- 
vide, that  the  meitibers  shall  not  draw  pay  during 
the  vacation.  As  the  resolution  now  stands,  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  per  diem  should  not  be  al- 
lowed. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
one  word,  and  what  I  have  to  say  will  be  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  The  difficulty  in 
regard  to  members  drawing  pay  during  the  tem- 
pcirary  recess  will  be  fully  obviated  if  the  House 
will  act  upon  the  substitute  which  I  have  proposed. 
And  I  think   that  will   meet  wholly  the  views  of 


the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  H.w, 
propose  a  final  adjournment  of  this  Hou 
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first  Monday  in  August;  and  the  meeting 
third  Monday  of  October  will  be  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress;  so  that  of 
course  the  members  will  draw  no  pay  during  the 
recesrf5  and  yet  every  legitimate  purpose  that  gen- 
tlemen can  have  will  be  accomplished. 

Now,  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Jfcw  York,  and  to  every  member  concurring  with 
us,  that  the  proper  course  for  us  to  pursue  in  or- 
der to  accomplish  what  we  desire,  will  be  to  vote 
down  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina;  then  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  lake 
up  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate;  and  when 
t4iat  joint  re.solution  comes  before  this  body,  it  will 
be  in  order  to  amend  it  by  changing  the  time  of 
adjournment  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  to 
some  time  in  August,  and  changing  the  time  for 
the  meeting  of  Congress  hereafter.  Let  us  vote 
down,  then,  the  pending  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  suspend  the  rules,  and  take 
up  the  Senate  joint  resolution,  and  the  whole  sub- 
ject will  be  under  the  control  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAiMPBELL.  I  move  to  add  the  follow- 
ing proviso  to  the  resolution:  • 

Provided,  That  nn  compensation  shall  be  allowed  mem- 
berii  during  the  recipes,  V 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Walbridce]  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  his  original  resolution.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  proposes  an  amendment  in 
the  shape  of  a  substitute.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  HAVE>i,las  the 
Chnir  understands,  is  to  amend  the  substitute. 

Mr.  HAVEN.     Yea,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  competent,  if  there 
be  no  further  amendment  to  the  original  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  the  Chair  decide  that 
on  a  resolution  for  adjournment  it  is  in  order  to 
move  amendment  while  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment  is  pending.' 

Th^SPR A  K  ER.  The  Chair  de<^ides  that  the 
original  resolution,  as  Ihc  two  propositions  now 
elanil  before  the  House,  is  amendable.  To  the 
original  resolution  there  is  an  amendment  pend- 
ing, which  can  only  be  amended  at  this  moment. 
It  18  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  the  author  of  the  resolution. 


When  the  House  shall  have  perfected  the  original 
resolution,  then  it  will  be  in  order  to  take  up  and 
amend  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  Both  are  amendable;  first 
the  original  resolution,  then  the  substitute.  When 
you  reach  the  substitute,  you  may  amend  it  by 
striking  out  a  part  or  all  of  its  provisions,  and 
then,  as  amended,  vote  it  in  place  of  the  original 
resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  accept,  as  a  part  of  his  resolu- 
tion, the  proviso  which  I  have  suggested: 

Provided,  Thot  no  per  diem  compensation  idiall  be  al- 
lowed members  during  tile  recess. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
r  ork  has  not  yet  sent  his  proposition  in  writine 
to  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  first  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  whether  there  is  pending  a  proposition  to 
amend  by  my  colleague,  the  author  of  the  original 
resolution?  *  0 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is;  and  it  !s  only  for 
a  change  of  time  of  the  adjournment,  Tlieorisinal 
resolution  is  to  fix  a  lime  for  closing  the  present 
session.  An  amendment  is  now  pending  to  change 
the  time  as  fixed  in  the  original  resolution.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  pro- 
poses an  amendment,  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute 
for  the  original  resolution.  The  Chair  states  that 
I  it  IS  competent  for  the  House  to  amend  the  original 
1  resolution;  and  having  done  that,  they  may  take 
up  the  substitute. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Do  I  then  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  amendment  1  offered  would  not 
now  be  in  order.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  only  in  order  now  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Walbridoe]  to  the  original 
resolution. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
sa^that  there  is  an  amendment  in  the  second  de- 
gree now  pending,  upon  which  we  shall  have  to 
vote  before  any  further  amendments  are  submitted.' 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  will  give  their 
attention ,  the  two  propositions  will  be  read ,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  between  the 
House  and  the  Chair.  The  original  resolution 
reads  as  follows: 

Rtiohed,  (ihoi^pnaleconrurrini;,)  That  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Spnaker  of  the  [louse  of  Itepre^enla- 
lives  adjourn  Uicir  respective  Mouses  linedie  on  Monday, 
the  third  of  July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  in. 

The  gentleman  from  New    York  [Mr.  Wal- 
bridce] moves  that  the  words  "third  of  July"  be 
stricken  out  of  the  resolution,  and  that  the  words 
MUeventeenlh  of  July ''be  inserted  in  their  place. 
j^Vhe  second  proposition  offered  by   the  gentle- 
[wRi  from  South  Carolini     ••-      -      - 
follows: 


[Mr.  Orr]  reads  a* 


RfMlved,  (the  Senate  eoncnrrinu,)  Thit  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenla- 
tives  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  oo  Monday,  Ausust 
14,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  word  to 
the  House  in  relation  to  this  whole  matter.  In 
my  judgment  this  discussion  is  premature,  ill  con- 
sidered ,  and  out  of  place.  Gentlemen  get  up  here 
and  say  in  their  judgment  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  House  would  get  through  all  its  business  at 
«ome  time  indicated  by  them.  They  do  not  mean 
by  this  that  all  the  interesting  and  important  busi- 
riess  before  the  House  can  be  di.sposed  of  at  the 
time  indicated,  but  they  mean  that  all  the  business 
m  which  they  individually  feel  an  interest  can  be 
disposed  of     This  is  what  they  mean. 

All  vourrommitteesare  loaded  down  with  mat- 
ters which  they  desire  to  present  to  the  House. 
My  own  drawer  is  full  of  bills  upon  the  most 
important  subjects.  To  be  sure,  they  would  not 
be  of  interest  to  my  colleague,  who  spoke  a  mo- 
ment since,  but  they  are  of  deep  and  vital  interest 
l>  many  persons  throughout  the  country,  and 
many  itiember.'?  of  this  House.  I  can  understand 
the  feeling  which  operates  upon  gentlemen, and  en- 
genders that  impatience  which  manifests  itself  to 
get  away  from  here  at  a  very  early  day.  But  we 
were  sent  here  to  transact  the  public  business,  and 
not  to  consult  our  own  pleasure  or  our  own  con- 
venience. I  say  again,  in  view  of  the  important 
matters  pressing  upon  us  for  consideration,  ond 
awaiting  our  action,  that  it  is  ridiculous  and  ajj- 
surd  in  the  extreme  for  gentlemen  to  stand  up 
here  and  say  that,  in  their  judgment,  all  these 
matters  can  be  disposed  of  at  a  certain  indicated 


time.  They  m^  say,  and  truly,  too,  so  far  as 
they  are  coneemed,  and  so  far  as  they  individ- 
ually feel  an  interest  in  them,  that  they  may  be 
disposed  of  by  such  a  time. 

The  gentlemen  upon  the  Conwnittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  think  that  there  is  no  legislation  neces- 
sary in  Congress  except  that  of  passing  the  ap- 
propriation bills,  and  that  when    you  liispose  of 
them  it  is  time  for  Congress  to  adjourn.     Theact 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  clerks  and  Ex- 
ecutive  officers  of  the  Government  is,  in  iheirjudg 
ment,  the  siimmiim  iioflum  of  all  acts  of  Iegialatip4 
So,  too,  with   the  gentleman  from  New    Yor^ 
[Mr.  Haven,]  and  other  gentlemen,  who  havenl 
business  to  be  transacted  here  of  any  particuld 
importance  to  their  constituents,  and   therefon 
think  that  there  is  no  business  before  Congres 
although  there  may  be  bills  to  be  disposed  of  L 
which  the  mightiest  consequences  to  the  Republi( 
may  lie  in  embryo.     What  care  they .'     Theset" 
not,  they  think,  affect  their   constituAts,  an^ 
therefore  there  is  no  business  of  importance  to  b 
disposed  of!     What  they  mean  by  "  buaineaa,' 
is  some  particular  thing  in  which  their  constiui 
ents  are  concerned;  some  matter  of  a  local  char 
BCter  affecting  their  own  evanescent  popularity, 
their  own  ephemeral  interests,  or  those  of  the  peo- 
ple whom  they  represent.     That  is  what  Uiese 
gentlemen  mean  by  the  term  "  business." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  understand  that  we  were 
sent  here  for  a  very  different  purpose  from  all  this. 
I  believe  that  we  were  sent  here  to  protect  and  to 
advance  the  public  interests.    We  were  sent  here, 
not  to  exhibif.patience  or  impatience  at  the  work 
which  we  are  called  on  to  perform,  and  to  consult 
our  own  inclinations  as  to  its  performance,  but  to 
Attend   faithfully  and  diligently  to   the  business 
matters  that  may  be  legally  and  legitimately  sub- 
mitted for  our  consideration,  and  to  give  them  that 
calm  and  proper  deliberation  which  they  require. 
Sir,  entertaining  these  views.  Mid  knowing,  as  I 
do,  the  amount  of  matter  which  is  pending  before 
the  committees,  and  which  the  committees  desire 
to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  1  can  j 
state  ihat  this  matter  cannot  be  disposed  of  in  th»| 
time  indicated  in  this  resolution.    1  cannot,  anilf 
no  man  can,  undertake,  in  advance, to  say  the  pre- 
cise time  when  Congress  can  properly  adjourn, 
after  giving  the  due  consideration  to  those  matters  i 
which  they  are  entitled  to  receive  at  their  hands.   ' 
I  understand  that  this  resolution  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  House.     If  a  motion  to  lay  it  onl 
the  table  be  in  order,  I  now  make  that  motion.     I 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Disnet]  cannot  subtiiit  that  motion  un- 
less by  the  consent  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  who  yielded  him  the  floor 
for  explanation. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     I  understood  that  the  gentle-J 
man  has  been  up  all  the  morning;  and  I  suppotedl 
that  I  was  at  liberty  to  make  the  motion  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  TlTe  Chair  understood  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  explanation  only, 
and  not  to  yield  it  absolutely. 

Mr.  HAVEN.     I  find  that  I  have  been  dam- 
aging myself  by  allowing  the  floor  to  go  to  other. 
fentlemen  while  1  was  entitled  to  it.     I  mustnotl 
o  so  any  further. 

I  could  not  hear  very  distinctly  all  that  was  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  p\ 
ness  which  it  is  necAsary  should  be   }• 
I  think  myself  that  th«re  is  business  I 
House   which   it  is  highly  expedient  should  b« 
transacted.      But  the  question  which  I  put  to  the 
House  is,  whether  that  business  will  be  f 
by  our  undertaking  to  prolong  the   lii, 
session.     And   let   me   ask    the  gentleu..., 
Ohio  himself,  how  much  public  businesi*  ha 
done  or  forwarded   for  the  last  two  and 
week?,  while  there  has  been  no  time  fixed  for  i 
journment  ?     We  have  been  wailing  here  d.-i 
day,  and  week  after  week,  and   h. 
quorum  to  vote  on  even  a  question  oi 
lesson  questions  of  practical  imp  _    .,    the 

country.     And  such  will  continue  to  be   ihe<_ 
until  we  come  together  again,  after  having  separate 
fcr  a  time,  and  after  having  got  into  a  more  busi'j 
ness  state  of  mind. 

Now,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  am  br  .i--:- 
of  performing  the  public  business  as  any  t 
here  can  be;  but  this  is  not  the  way  to  d..         ij 
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Senate  hae  tendered  ua  the  proposition  indicated 
here;  and  ir  we  take  them  at  their  word,  they 
cannot  complain.  1  am  satisfied,  too,  that  we 
should  not  do  the  business  of  the  House  in  the 
intermediate  time. 

I  desire  now  to  ask  the  Chair  whether  the 
question  to  be  first  taken  is  on  the  amendment  of 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Walbridge]  to  his  own  reso- 
lution ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes;  that  is  the  first  vote  to 
betaken. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  One  question  further.  Is  it 
in  order  for  me  now  to  submit  a  proposition  i 

The  SPEAKER.  Yea,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Orr,]  which  will  be  held  in  abey- 
ance. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Then  I  desire  to  submit  a 
proposition,  and  to  let  some  other  gentleman  take 
the  floor. 

The  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Haven  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

Rttotvei,  (the  Senate  coDcurrlng,)  That  Uie  Preiident 
of  ihe  Senate  and  tbe  Speaker  of  the  Houie  of  Represent- 
alirea  adjoum  their  respective  Houses  on  tbe  4ih  day  of 
July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  until  the  third  Monday  of 
October  aext :  Protidtd,  Thai  no  per  diem  conipeaaation 
shall  be  drawn  by  members  of  Ihe  Hoaae  and  Seaata  for 
such  recess. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  that  every 
gentleman  upon  this  floor  will,  by  bis  professions, 
manifest  to  the  country  his  disposition  to  work 
and  to  dispatch  the  public  business.  But,  sir,  I 
submit  to  you,  and  to  all  those  present,  how  many, 
by  their  acts,  have  manifested  a  disposition  to  do 
the  public  business  during  the  present  session? 
Sir,  we  have  spent  the  last  ten. days  in  idleness. 
Three  days  we  adjourned — from  Thursday,  the 
1st  day  of  June,  until  the  5th.  From  that  lime 
to  this,  during  the  whole  of  last  week,  there  has 
not  been  a  solitary  day  in  which  there  was  a  work- 
ing quorum  to  be  found  in  the  House.  Upofi  one 
solitary  occasion,  upon  a  call  of  tbe  House,  a 
quorum  answered  to  their  names;  and  then,  when 
tite  roll  was  called  upon  the  pending  question, 
there  was  less  than  a  quorum,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed in  consequence. 

Sir,  it  is  time  now,  if  we  had  uoriteii  up  to  the 
present  time,  that  this  session  should  have  termin- 
ated ,  and  we  should  have  returned  to  oUr  homes. 
But  we  have  idled  away  the  time  thus  far,  and 
that  is  no  good  reason  why  we  should  now  go  ofiT, 
without  doing  the  important  business  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  without  the  transaction  of  which  the 
interests  of  the  country  must  materially  suffer. 
One  attempt  made  upon  the  present  occasion  is, 
perhaps, like  too  many  others  made  in  this  House, 
and  that  ia,  to  do  two  things  at  once — to  adjoum 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  provide  for 
the  meeting  of  the  next.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides "  that  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least 
once  in  every  year,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless  they  shall, 
by  law,  appoint  a  different  day." 

Now,  the  Constitution  fixes  a  day  of  meeting; 
and  if  Congress  wishes  to  change  that  day,  they 
must  do  it  By  the  enactment  of  a  law.  That  law 
will  require  the  approval  of  the  President  before  it 
will  be  efi'eetive.  A  simple  resolution  of  adjourn- 
ment, or  for  closing  the  session,  does  not  require 
•uch  signature. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  ia  a  mere  prop- 
osition for  a  recess — that  you  shall  adjourn  in 
July,  and  meet  on  the  thira  Monday  of  October. 
Now,  the  law  of  1618,  regulating  and  prescribing 
the  compensation  of  members,  provides  that  they 
shall  receive  eight  dollars  per  day  for  each  day 
they  shall  attend.  When  you  take  a  recess  of 
Uiree  days,  the  members  receive  that  compensa- 
tion. If^  by  joint  resolution.  Congress  take  a 
recess  of  one  or  two  weeks,  members  draw  their 
pay,  and  I  understand  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  con- 
trolling officer  of  the  Treasury,  that  if  this  Con- 
gress shall  take  a  recess  until  October,  or  for  any 
other  period  of  time,  under  the  law  members  will 
be  entitled  to  their  per  diem.  If  we  adopt  the 
Senau  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  3d  of  July, 
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and  to  meet  ^ain  on  the  third  Monday  of  October, 
it  will  be  a  continuance  of  this  present  session ;  and 
it  will  then  be  continued,  I  presume,  until  Satur- 
day preceding  the  first  Monday  of  December 
next. 

It  will  be  well  for  members  to  look  to  the  law, 
and  see  what  they  ore  doing,  before  they  adopt 
that  resolution.  There  ia  a  proviso  to  the  law  of 
1818,  which  says: 

"  ProvUei  atw<n/$.  That  no  Repreaentadve  or  Delerate 
shall  be  allowed  a  sum  ezeeeaing  the  rate  of  eight  doiuts 
a  day  from  tbe  end  of  one  session  to  the  time  of  bis  taking 
his  seal  in  another." 

If  you  adjoum,  therefore,  or  take  a  recess  from 
the  4(h  of  July  to  the  3d  Monday  in  October>  the 
members  of  Congress,  as  I  understand  it,  will, 
under  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury, be  entitled  to  their  jier  diem  during  the  recess. 
But  I  hope  the  proposition  of  the  genUeman  from 
New  York  will  not  be  adopted .  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  take  a  recess,  but  that  we  shall  adopt  the 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Ors,]  (uod  adjoum  (me  die  on  the  14th  of 
August.  1  think  it  is  probable  that  we  can  get 
through  with  moat  of  the  business  of  the  session 
by  that  time;  and  if  not,  let  us  pass  the  resolution, 
and  the  Senata  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  ex- 
tend the  session  to  such  time  as  will  enable  us 
to  accomplish  what  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  do 
before  we  adjourn  sine  dU.  I  shall,  therefore,  be 
willing,  as  far  as  1  am  concerned,  to  fix  that  day, 
and  I  nope  the  House  will  at  least  fix  some  day 
in  August  for  bringing  tbe  session  to  a  final  close. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  take  a  recess. 
It  will  be  setting  a  new  precedent,  which  I  think 
we  had  better  not  set.  Let  us  fix  the  day  for  the 
final  adjournment,  and  then  if  gentlemen  desire  to 
fix  an  earlier  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, or  for  the  meetii^of  subseonent  sessions  of 
Congress,  let  a  bill  be  introduced  Mr  that  parpose; 
let  it  be  passed  through  Oongrtss,  and  let  it  go  to 
the  President  for  his  signature.  That,  in  my 
opinion,  will  be  doing  the  thing  as  it  should  be 
done.  Let  us  fix  the  day  for  od^nrnment  by  one 
resolution,  and  fix  the  day  for  the  commencement 
of  another  session  by  a  separate  proposition — by 
a  law  introduced  and  passed  through  Congress  in 
the  regular  form,  as  the  Constitution  requites,  if  it 
should  be  found  desirable  to  meet  at  an  earlier  day 
than  that  fixed  by  tbe  Constitution.  For  myself, 
I  believe  the  first  Monday  in  December  is  early 
enough  for  Ihe  meeting  or  the  second  session  of  a 
Congress.  If  we  shmild  meet  on  the  third  Mon- 
day in  October,  my  opinion,  based  upon  my  ex- 
perience. Is,  that  we  should  transact  no  business 
until  after  Christmas,  or  after  the  1st  of  Janiury. 
You  will  do  quite  aa  much  by  meeting  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December  as  on  the  third  Monday  in 
October. 

Mr.  H ILLYER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  a  question.  I  understood  him  to 
say,  from  experience,  that  Congress  would  do  no 
more  by  meeting  on  the  third  Monday  in  October 
than  by  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in  December. 
I  ask  that  gentleman  if  he  has  ever  had  any  expe- 
rience in  sessions  that  commenced  on  the  third 
Monday  in  October? 

Mr.  JONES.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  HILLYBR.  Then  the  gentleman  can  have 
no  experience  of  the  fhet  of  which  he  speaks. 

Mr.  JONES.  My  experience  is,  that  Congress 
never  does  any  business  until  after  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  It  is  for  that  very  reason 
that  I  want  the  session  to  commence  earlier. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  sir,  I  think  if  we  were  to 
meet  in  the  middle  of  October,  the  time  until  after 
Christmas  would  be  spent  in  pretty  much  the 
same  way  that  it  now  is  from  the  first  Monday  in 
December.  We  ahould,  perhaps,  adjoum  over 
every  week  from  Thursday  until  Monday.  How 
has  It  been  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  ? 
The  House  adjourned,  if  I  recoUeM  rightly,  every 
week,  before  the  Ist  of  January,  from  Tnumday 
till  the  Monday  following;  and  since  that  time 
we  have  adjourned  every  week  from  Friday  till 
Monday,  with  two  or  three  exceptions.     The 


House  did  set  on  two  or  three  Saturdays  while  the 
Nebraska  bill  was  under  consideration;  but,  if  my 
recollection  serves  me  right,  they  are  the  only 
ones  during  the  session.  Nothing  of  less  import- 
ance than  that  bill  could  induce  us  to  remam  in 
session  upon  Saturday. 

A  Mekebr.    We  sat  last  Saturday. 

Mr.  JONES.  Yes,  sir,  and  with  about  sixty 
or  seventy  members  present.  And  why  did  you 
meet  here  last  Saturday?  Because  you  could  not 
get  a  quorum  on  Thursday  or  Friday  to  adjourn 
over  until  Monday.  [Laughter.]  I  hope  that 
the  proposition  for  a  recess  may  be  voted  down, 
and  that  there  may  be  fixed  o  day  for  adjourn- 
ment tine  die. 

Mr.  KEITT  obtained  the  floor,  and  yielded  to 

Mr.  EWING.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  lay 
the  substitute  and  amendments  to  the  substitute 
upon  the  table  ?  If  it  be,  that  motion  will  bring 
us  to  a  vote  on  the  original  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not  alter  tbe  posi- 
tion of  Ihe  original  resolution ,  and  the  amendments 
to  it,  if  the  House  chose  to  lay  the  substitute  and 
the  amendments  to  it  upon  the  table.  Those  mat- 
ters would  be  before  the  body  precisely  in  the 
shape  they  now  are.  It  ie  in  order  to  move  to  lay 
upon  the  table;  but  the  motion  would  carry  all — 
the  original  resolution,  substitute,  amendments, 
and  all. 

Mr.  EWINQ.  My  object  was  to  bring  the 
House  to  a  vote  on  the  original  resolution  for  an 
adjournment  sine  die  in  July.  I  do  not  think  that 
we  can  accomplish  anything  considerable  at  least 
by  remaining  here  until  August.  There  are  a 
thoueond  reasons  affecting  the  House,  and  aflTect- 
ing  members  individually,  which  seem  to  me  to 
render  it  impossible  for  us  to  accomplish  any 
more  business  during  this  session.  It  may  be  very 
desirable  that  we  should ;  but  in  the  languor  which 
succeeds  an  unusual  excitement  there  is  always 
an  indisposition  to  labor — a  want  of  interest  in  tbe 
every-day  legislation  of  the  country.  Besides, 
members  are  looking,  some  of  them  anxiously, 
towards  home  about  the  next  election.  [Laughter.] 
They  are  consulting,  as  it  is  proper  they  should, 
their  constituents — as  some  perhaps  did  not  do  so 
before  the  passage  of  the  Nebraaka  bill — as  to 
whether  they  did  right  in  passing  it.  [Renewed 
laughter.]  This  is  of  interest  to  them;  and  if  it 
happens  to  be  more  interesting  than  bills  for  land 
grants,  or  even  bills  for  just  private  claims,  we 
cannot  help  it.  Such  is  the  condition  of  things, 
and  such  is  the  inevitable  feeling  of  members. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  illustrated 
this  strikingly.  He  has  shown, or  rather  remind- 
ed us,  that  we  have  not  been  able  recently  to  do 
anything;  and  I  do  not  see  much  prospect  of  our 
accompMshing  more  than  we  have  dunng  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session.  If  we  determine  to  close 
the  session  in  July,  we  shall  feel  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  appropriation  bills,  however  desirable 
.It  may  be,  at  least  to  a  portion  of  the  members,  lo 
pasa  oilla  for  private  claims,  land  grants,  and 
divers  other  bills.  We  shall  have  to  defer  them  to 
the  next  session  of  this  Conereas,  or,  possibly,  to 
another  Congress,  which  will  come  here,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  under  different  auspices,  and  more  fa- 
vorably inclined  to  practical  legislation. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  if  we  do  not' close 
this  debate  in  some  form  orAhe  othe^,  that  before 
the  resolution  is  acted  on  we  shall  have  to  post- 
pone the  day  of  adjournment  into  September.  Un- 
less we  dose  it,  I  do  not  think  we  shall  get  through 
with  it  before  the  day  fixed  arrives.  [Laughter.] 
My  object  was,  with  this  simple  explanation,  if 
practicable,  to  have  closed  debate  by  moving  to 
lay  the  substitute,  and  the  amendments  to  it,  upon 
the  table.  As  that  is  not  practicable,  I  shall  not 
flirther  occupy  the  floor. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dis- 
cuss the  resolution  further. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  submit  the  motion  that  the  resolution 
and  amendments  do  lie  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  EWING.  No,  sir.  I  would  simply  ask, 
however,  as  I  owed  the  floor  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whether  the 
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gentleman  from  Georgia  haa  not  already  apoken 
twice  on  thia  aubject? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  baa  not  apoken  at  all  on 
the  question.  He  haa  had  the  floor  yielded  to  him 
merely  for  explanation. 

Mr.  KEITT.  1  have  no  objection  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  proceeding  with  his  remarka. 

Mr.  HI  LL  Y  ER.  I  do  not  propose  to  conaame 
the  time  of  the  House  by  further  discusaing  the 
qaeation.  My  object  is  simply  to  state,  that  I 
desire  at  some  future  day  to  submit  the  reaolution 
I  have  already  indicated;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  me  to  do  it,  1  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
and  the  varioua  amendmenta  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
nand  theyeaa  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  ordered.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken;  and  there  were — yeas  56, 
nays  97;  as  follows: 

TEAS — Menra.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  A«h«,  Balelier, 
Bell,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Cukle,  Chuuia,  Clark,  Cobb,  Col- 
qnltl,  Dititey,  Dunbar,  Edmundion,  Everharl,  Puller, 
Goode,  Green,  Henn,  Hillyer,  Hu(he>,  Ingenoll,  Roland 
Jonea,  Kellt,  Lamb,  Leicher,  Lindtley,  McCulloch,  Mc- 
Mnllin,  Maxwell,  Millaon,  Marrajr,  Nichola,  Parker,  Bi>bop 
Perkins,  John  Perkim,  Powell,  Riddle,  Thomaii  Riicbey, 
Rogera,  RnfBn,  Sabtn,  Seward,  Shannon,  Singleton,  Skel- 
ton,  Gerrii  Smith,  Richard  H.  SUnton,  Ueator  L.  Stevena, 
Siratton,  Strsub,  Andrew  Smart,  Tlmrtton,  Upham,  ana 
VaH— 56. 

NAYS — Heaara.  Abercrouibie,  VVillla  Allen,  Appleton, 
Ball,  Barry,  Benion,  Bocock.  Breckinridge,  Brooke,  Bugg, 
Campbell,  Carpenier,  llaratbera.  Chandler,  Chriaman, 
Cburchwell,  Cllngmaa,  Conk,  Corwin,  Coi,  Crocker,  Cur- 
tia.  Cutting,  Job*  O.  Davia,  Dawaon,  Dick,  Dowdell,  Dmni, 
Dunham,  Edmanda,  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  John  M.  Elllon, 
Elliaon,  English,  Etbitridge,  Ewing,  Gamble,  GIddinga, 
Goodrich.Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan^ ndrew  J. 
Harlan,  Haadnga,  Haven,  Hendricka,  Hleeter,  Hill,  Houa- 
lon,  Howe,  Hunt,  Johnaon,  George  W.  Jonea,  J  Glancy 
Jonea,  Kidwell,  Knox,  Laifaam,  Lindley,  May,  Meacham, 
John  6.  Miller,  Sinilb  Miller,  Morgan,  Mnrrison,  Norton, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecia  Oliver,  Orr,  Pennington,  Phelpa, 
Prealon,  Pringle,  Poryear,  Ready,  David  Ritchie,  Rohblna, 
Rnaaell.Sage,  Sapp,  Shaw,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick 
P.  Sunton,  Aleinder  H.  Stepbena,  John  L.  Taylnr,  Na- 
thaniel G.  Tayor,  Trout,  Walbridge,  Walley,  Warren, 
Iirael  Wasbbnrn,  Tappan  Wentivorlh,  Weatbruok,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  aad  Hendrick  B.  Wright— 97. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolntton  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  deaire  that  the  Honae  ahall 
adjourn  at  the  aarliest  day  compatible  with  the 
disebarea  of  our  public  duties  My  experience 
in  legislative  bodies  at  home,  which  runaovera 
gooa  many  ycara,  advices  me,  that  when  a  rea- 
sonable time  is  fixed,  the  labors  and  business  of 
the  aeasion  are  adapted  to  the  time  appointed.  I 
~am  therefore  in  favor  of  fixing  a  reasonable  time 
for  adjournment,  a  day  within  which  the  public 
btuiness  can  be  expeiiitiously  transacteii.  Ifow, 
air,  let  ua  see  what  we  have  to  do.  The  appro- 
priation billa  are  yet  untouched,  and  none  have 
ever  yet  passed  without  long  debate  and  a  pro- 
tracted struggle.  I  cannot  say  that  I  regret  this, 
because  the  money  power  in  a  Government  is  the 
most  dangerous  and  absorbing  of  all  powera. 
Then  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  sesaion 
must  be  eonsumtd  in  the  discussion  of  the  appro- 
priation billa.  It  there  no  other  buaineaa  of  im- 
portance before  us  ? 

I  understand,  sir,  that  the  Democratic  party 
cams  into  power  with  the  principle  otfrtt  tradt 
inscribed  upon  its  flag.  Now,  sir,  what  haa 
been  done  to  carry  out  this  principle  ?  Nothing, 
literally  nothing.  Should  it  not  do  something  .> 
Most  certainly  it  should,  unless  its  creed  be  only 
a  delusion,  and  ita  only  object  be  spoils.  The 
Democratic  party  came  into  power  by  an  over- 
whelming majority;  and  I  wish  to  know,  and,  as 
iar  aa my  vote  goes,!  mean  to  know,  if  ita  pro- 
feaaions  about  tree  trade  are  honeat  or  not.  Sir, 
if  prineiplea  be  with  the  party  mere  juggler's 
balla,  to  play  a  game  of  popular  imposture  with, 
then  I  desire  the  legerdemain  to  be  understood, 
and  the  dupes  to  be  only  the  juggler's  dupes. 
Sir,  if  the  Democratic  party  is  based  upon  prin- 
cipl.-s,  let  us  see  this  by  action.  I  am  tired  of  mere 

Srofeaaions.  Let  me  say,  also,  sir,  that  no  party, 
loated  by  hetercjgeneoua  compounds,  and  corpu- 
lent with  crude  isms,  can  ever  last  long.  Life 
wetits  upon  health,  and  antagoniatic  elementa 
carry  death  with  them. 

Sir,  if  the  Democratic  party  ia  divided  upon  the 
great  queation  of  free  trade,  which  was  born  here, 
and  haa  subsequently  carried  its  flag  of  triumph 
over  almost  all  the  globe,  the  country  shouM 
know  the  fact.    The  Treasury  ia  full  to  repletion; 


aurgreetstaplesareinereaaingalroostinealculably,  | 
and  our  re^ourcea  in  every  phaae  are  quickened 
with  an  energy  unknown  by  any  other  people  or 
any  other  time.    Sir,  we  have  made  diacoveries  in  I 
everything  but  the  practical  application  of  the  \ 
principles  of  government.    We  have  explored  the  j 
arcana  of  physical  science,  laid  bare  ita  myateries,  I 
swept  over  tremendous  ravines,  and  made  the  : 
lightning  play  postman  to  the  nations  of  the  earth ; 
but  in  government  we  have  pursued  only  the  broa'd  : 
thoroughfare  trampled  by  the  footsteps  of  every  I 
nation  which  has  gone  before  us,  of  centralization,  I 
financial  aggrandizement,  and  the  apoliation  of  I 
weaker  intereals.  I 

Sir,  let  ua  retrace  our  steps,  imd  recur  to  the  ear-  ! 
lier  prineiplea  of  the  Republic.  Let  us  adapt  the 
revenue  of  the  Government  to  ita  proper  wanta, 
and  secure  an  economical  expenditure.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  an  entire  reformation  of  the  prea- 
ent  tariff'.  This  the  Democratic  party  ia  pledged 
to;  and  I  mean,  as  far  aa  my  vote  goea,  to  make 
it  redeem  ita  pledges,  or  distinctly  refuse  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  mean,  as  far  as  1  can  prevent  it,  that  it 
shall  shirk  the  question  by  an  adjournment.  I 
prefer  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  about  the 
nrat  of  September;  though  1  think  we  had  better 
postpone  the  whole  question  for  the  present. 

Sir,  let  us  look  thia  tarifi'  question  in  the  eye, 
and  see  who  of  nt  are  for  a  reformation  of  the 
tariff,  and  who  opposed  to  it.  For  thirty  years 
my  section  haa  been  borne  down  by  an  oppres- 
sive system  of  legislative  plunder;  and  it  is  time 
we  should  fling  it  off'.  The  Democratic  party  is 
pledged  to  this,  and  let  it  redeem  the  pledge. 
Whenever  the  tariff  is  reformed,  or  whenever  the 
Democratic  party  in  thia  Houae  diatinctly  refugee 
to  reform  it,  1  am  ready  to  adjourn.  I  will  not 
vote  to  adjourn  that  it  may  shirk  this  issue.  If 
it  ia  to  continue  to  manipulate  the  masses  with 
professions,  and,  by  akillful  jugglery,  to  ensnare, 
seduce,  and  delude,  it  shall  nave  no  aid  of  mine 
for  any  of  these  purposes.  Professions  seduce 
men ;  principles  rally  them. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  If  I  understand  the  posi- 
tion of  the  queation  now  before  us,  it  is  open  to 
no  further  amendments,  and  it  is  useless  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  House  in  further  debate.  I 
apprehend  every  gentleman  is  prepared  to  vote; 
and  without  deairing  to  cut  oflT  the  expreaaion  of 
opinion  upon  thia  subject  by  any  gentleman,  I 
demand  the  previous  qucstioD,aod  I  hope  that  Uie 
Houae  will  sustain  it. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers  on  the  second. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Oldi  and 
Campbbix  were  appointed. 

The  House  waa  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayea  75,  noea  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  waa  aeeonded. 

The  main  queation  was  then  ordered  to  be  put; 
being  first  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  WALAainoE]  to  his 
own  resolution  to  strike  out  the  word  **  third" 
and  inaert  "  seventeenth,"  so  as  to  make  it  read: 

JtcsoiMd,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Preaident 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  HonM  of  Repreient- 
alivea  adjouin  their  reapectlve  Houses nnei/ie  ontbeteaai*. 
(<«iil4  day  of  July  next,  el  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  la  there  not  an  amendment 
to  that  amendment  pending,  aolmiitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Oaa?] 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  an  amendment  to 
it,  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, but  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  aubstitute. 

The  question  waa  Uken  on  the  amendment;  and 
it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  ia  now  on  the 
amendment  to  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Havkm,]  which  is 
aa  follows: 

Rtnlvti,  (the  Si-nate  concurring,)  That  the  Preaident 
or  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Rouae  of  ReprnKnt- 
atlves  adjonrii  their  respective  Houses  on  the  fourth  day  In 
July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  until  the  third  Monday  In 
October  next :  Providti^  That  no  per  diem  compensation 
shall  be  drawn  by  membera  of  the  House  and  Seaala  tnt 
aucb  receaa. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  now  reed 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, [Mr.  Oaa.] 
The  aubatitute  waa  read,  as  follows: 
RaolMi,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  Ibe  Preaident 
ofthe  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  Repieaenta- 
livea,  adjourn  their  reepectivea  Houaeaon  Monday,  August 
Mtb,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  would  like  to  inquire  of 


the  gentleman  who  offered  that  amendment,  why 
mileage  was  not  inserted  in  it  as  well  as  per  diem  i 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  woulil  aak  iha 
Chair  how  that  got  in ) 

The  SPEAKER.  It  got  in  under  the  ralingof 
the  Chair  at  the  time  that  it  was  in  order  to  amend 
the  substitute  proposed  to  the  original  resolution. 
There  were  various  questions  before  the  Chair 
made  the  decision. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  ruling  would  be  undoubt- 
edly correct  where  the  original  proposition  had 
been  dispoaed  of;  but  certainly,  I  think,  the  Chair 
will  see  that  the  amendment  to  the  aubatitute  was 
not  in  order  while  there  could  be  still  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  proposition. 
.  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  refers  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  to  cases  of  this  aortwber* 
the  aame  decision  as  that  made  by  the  Chair  in 
this  caae,  has  been  made.  There  waa  aach  a 
decision  made  here  this  moment,  when  an  amend- 
ment was  offered  to  the  substitute.  In  respect  to 
the  question  whether  an  amendment  to  ita  amend- 
ment can  be  held  in  abeyance,  the  Chair  decided 
that  it  could  be  ao  held;  and  so  did  Mr.  Cobb  and 
others  of  my  predeceaaors  decide. 

Mr.  DRUM.  1  aak  for  the  yeaa  and  nayaapon 
the  substitute,  and  not  upon  the  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  la  not  in  order  to  make 
that  demand  until  the  amendment  is  dispoaed  of. 
The  question  now  is  upon  the  aipendment. 

M  r.  LETC  H  ER.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move 
an  amendment  to  that — to  add  "  mileage"  after 
the  "  per  diem  ?" 

The  SPEAKER,  it  wilt  not,  aa  the  preriona- 
queation  haa  been  seconded. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  ask  for  the  yeaa  and  naya 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  yeita  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  waa  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeaa  46,  naya  110;  aa  fbllowa: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Appleten,  Ball, Benaon, Campbell,  Car- 
penter, Clingman,  Conk,  Corwin, Crocker,  Dick,  "  " 


Everhart,  Oiddings,  Goodrich,  Greenwood,  Aaron  Harlan, 
Haven,  Howe,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Knox,  Latham,  HcCul- 
locb,  McDounll,  Maue,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Mtngan,  Nor- 
ton, Parker,  Pringle,  David  Ritchie,  Rusaell,  SaMn,  Sage, 
Seward,  William  R.  Smith,  Alexander  H.  Stepheas,  An- 
diew  Stuart,  Nathaniel  G.  'Taylor,  Thurston,  Upbam,  Wal- 
bridge, Walley,  Warren,  and  Tappan  Wentworth— 46. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Abeicrombir,  Aiken,  Janiea  C.  Allen, 
Willis  Allen,  Aahe,  Barry,  Bdcber,  Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce, 
Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Brooks,  Bagg,  Carutbers,  Caafcie, 
Chamberlain,  Chandler,  Chrismao,  Cburchwell,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Ciirtia,  Cutting,  John  G.  Davia,  Daw- 
eon,  Disney,  Dnwdell,  Drum,  Danbar,  Dunham,  Edmund- 
son,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  John  M.  Elliott,  Elliaon,  EnglMi, 
Etheridae,  Ewing,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Goode,  Green,  Hamil- 
ton, Andrew  J.  Harian,  Hoatinga,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hiea- 
ter.  Hill,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Hughes,  Johnann,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kelt!,  Kidwell, 
Lamb,  Letcher,  Lindley,  LIndsley,  Macdnuald,  McMullin, 
Maurice,  May,  John  G.  Miller,  Smitli  Miller,  Millaon,  Mor- 
rison, Nichols,  Olds,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordeeai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Phelps, 
Powell,  Preston,  Pui year.  Ready,  Riddle, "Thomaa  Riicbey, 
Robblns,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Sapp,  Shannon, Shaw,  Slngletoa, 
Skelton,  Oerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith, 
George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Ricbaid  H.  Stan- 
ion,  Hcstor  L.  Sle»enB,  Strauon,  John  L.  Taylor,  Trout, 
Vail,  Israel  Washburn,  Wesibrook,  Daniel  B.  Wdgbt, 
and  Hendrick  B.  Wright- 110. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queation  now  recnia 
upon  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonlh 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Oaa.] 

Mr.  DRUM.  Upon  that  I  demand  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  (lueauon  waa  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayea  71,  noea  69. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  ftdoption 
of  the  resolution  aa  amended. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Upon  that  motion 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

.The  queation  waa  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  64,  naya  82;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Appleton,  Ball,  Belcher,  Bell,  Besann, 
Boyce,  Campbell,  Caakie,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Dick,  Di»- 
nay,  Everhart,  Ewing,  Puller,  Goode,  Goodrich,  A.  Har> 
Ian,  Haven,  Henn,  Hillyer,  Hunt,  Ingeiaoll,  Roland  Jonea, 
Keitt,  Knox,  Lamb,  Leicher.  Lindeley,  McCullocti,  Mc- 
Dougall,  McMullin.  Mace,  Mayall,  Millaon,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordeeai  Oliver,  Parker,  Pew- 
nlB(lon,  Bialiop  Perkina,  John  Peiklna,  Powell,  Proioa, 
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Priii«le,  Purjsar,  DaWd  RIteMe,  Rogrn,  SaUii.  Safe, 
Sapp,  Seward}  Sbannon,  Utntor  L.  Btuvena,  Stratton, 
Straub,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  ThuratoD,  (Jptaam,  Vail, 
Waltny,  and  Tappan  WenlworUi — M. 

NAVS — Measrt.  Abercrombie,  Aikrn,  James  C  Allen, 
Willlt  AUcn,  Barry,  Bocock,  Breckinridge,  Briditea, 
BrookM,  BujEg,  Carpenter,  Caruihera,  Cliamlierlain,  Chris- 
man,  Cburchwell,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colqiiui,  Cor- 
irin,  Coz,  Catting,  John  6.  Davi«,  Dawflon,  Dowdell, 
Dram,  Danbar,  Dunham,  Edmandson,  Thomas  O.  Eliot, 
John  M.  Elliou,  Elliaon,  Englisli,  Eiheridge,  Gamble,  Gid- 
dlngs.  Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Hastings, 
Hendricks,  Hiesler,  Hill,  Houston,  Hughes,  Jobnson, 
Oeorge W.  Jones, J.  Olancy  Jones,  KIdwell,  Latbaro,  LInd 
ley,  Macdonald,  MaxweU,  May,  John  O.  MUler,  Siniili  Mil- 
ler, Morrison,  Nichols,  Olds,  Orr,  Pbelpa,  Ready,  Riddle, 
Bobbins,  Ruffin,  Russell,  Shaw,  Binclelon,  Skellon,  Gerril 
Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W. 
8myih,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Steohena, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Trout,  Walbridge,  Warren,  Israel  Wash- 
tinm,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright— ffi. 

So  the  Honse  rerused  to  hy  the  reeoluUon  upon 
the  table. 

The  question  again  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
«f  the  reaolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  INOBRSOLL.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
(be  affirmative — yeas  89,  Aays  68;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
Willis  Allen,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Breckinridge,  Bridges, 
Brooks,  Bugg.Carutiieis,  Chamberlain,  Cbrisman,  Church- 
well,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Corwin,Coi,  Cur 
lis.  Cutting,  John  G.  Davis,  Dswson,  Dowdell,  Drum, 
Ouobar,  Edmundson,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  John  M.  Elliau, 
Sllison,  Bullish,  Eiheridge,  Gamble,  Greenwood,  Hamil- 
ton, Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hendricks,  Hiester,  Hill, 
Houston,  Johnson,  George  W^  Jones,  J.  Olancy  Jones, 
Kidwell,  Latham,  Lliidley,  Macdonald,  Maiwell,  May, 
-John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Morrison,  Nichols,  Olds, 
Orr,  Phelps,  Ready,  Robbins,  RnAn,  Rusael,  Shaw,  Sln- 

fleton,  Skelton,  Gerril  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William 
Imith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick.?. 
Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hestnr  L.  Stevrns,  8trat- 
lon,  Straub.Jnhn  L.  Taylor,  Trout,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright— 8i!. 

NATS — Messrs.  Appleton,  Ashe,  Ball,  Belcher,  Benson, 
Boyce,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Cook, 
Crocker, Dick,  Disney,  Evertasit,Ewlag,  Fuller, Giddinis, 
Qonde,  Goodrich,  Aaron  Harlan,  HaTen,  Henn,  Hillyei, 
Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Roland  Jones,  Keitt,  Knox, 
Ijanib,  Letcher,  LIndsley,  McCulloch,  McDougall,  McMul- 
Un,  Mace,  MayaH,  Mtllson,  Morgan,  Hurray,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Parker,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins.  John 
Perkina,  Powell,  Preston,  Prjngle,  Puryear,  Riddle,  David 
Bllcbie,  Thomas  Rilchay,  Rogers,  Sabin,  Seward,  Shan- 
non, Andrew  Stuart,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  lli>- 
bam.  Vail  Walley,  Israel  Washburn,  Tappan  Wsniworth, 
and  Westbiook— 68. 

So  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  adopted.  I  desire  to 
say  that  the  words  Htu  die  are  not  incorporated  in 
the  reaolution,  because  they  ore  not  at  all  neces- 
sary. It  requires  the  action  of  the  two  Houses 
to  pass  the  reaolution.  When  the  House  adjourns 
on  the  day  fixed  it  will  require  the  concurrence 
of  the  other  body  for  our  meeting  afterwards, 
until  the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  Congress 
by  the  Constitution.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  questio,n  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  aak  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  submit  the  'following  reso- 
lution: 

JtetolMd,  "niat  (h>m  and  after  this  day,  and  ondl  other- 
wise ordered,  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House  of 
RepresemaUves  shall  be  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  indicated. 

The  question  was  put;  and  sixty-two  Toted  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Vail  and 
Crdrchwell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  put;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  60 

Mr.  COBB.    I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BALL.    I  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  Pennsylvania.  Upon  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  60,  nays  69;as  follows: 

VEAS  — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Ball,  Bell,  Benson, 
Boyee,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chilaman,  CNogman,  Conk, 


Hiesicr,  Hill,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt, fngersoll,  Keht,  Knox, 
Letcher,  Mayall,  Morgan, Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Parker,  Powell,  Pringle,  Beady,  David  Ritchie,  Sabin, 
Shannon,  Oerrit  Smith,  William  R.  SraiUi,  Frederick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
John  L.  Taylor,  NaUiaoiel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Upham, 
Walbridge,  Walley,  Israel  Washburn,  and  Tappan  Went- 
worth — 50. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen, 
Appleton,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bocock,  Breckinridge,  Bridges, 
Bugg,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Chainberiain,  Chandler,  Church- 
well,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cnx,  Cracker,  Cutting,  John 
6.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dunbar,  Dunham,  Edmund^on,  John 
M.  Elliou,  Ellison,  English,  Fuller,  Gamble,  Ooode,  Ham- 
ilton, Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Latham,  Llodley,  Lindsley,  Mac- 
donald, McMullin,  Maxwell,  May,  John  S.  MUler,  Smith 
Miller,  Morrison,  Hordecai  Oliver,  Urr,  Bishop  Perkins, 
Phelps,  Puryear,  Riddia,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbins, 
Ruflln,  Rusnell, Singleton,  Skelton,  William  Smith, George 
W.  Smyth,  Heslor  L.  Stevens,  Strattoo,  Trout,  Vail,  Dan- 
iel B.  Wright,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright— 68. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  the  resolution  which 
has  been  read.  Upon  that  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  As  the  House  seems  to  be 
very  thin,  I  would  prefer  that  the  motion  should 
go  over  until  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  lie  over.' 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  He  roust  be  certainly  convinced  that  his 
resolution  cannot  pass,  and  we  can  save  more  time 
by  sitting  late  than  by  meeting  at  eleven  o  'clock, 
when  we  should  rarely  have  a  quorum  here. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Thegentleman  from  Georgia 
must  know  very  well  that  I  am  here  both  early 
and  late.  I  presented  the  resolution  because  I 
believed  that  it  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  was  then  titken  upon  Mr.  Horn- 
TON  '•  motion  to  suspend  the  rules;  and  there  were 
— yeas  78,  nays  45;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
Willis  Allen,  Appleton,  Barry,  Bell,  Bocock,  Breckinridge, 
Bridges,  Bugg,  Carpenter,  Caskie,  Chamberlain,  Chandler, 
CMsman,  Cobb,  Oolquln,  Cutting,  John  O.  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Disney,  Dowdell,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Oonbam,  EdmuiHl- 
son,  John  M.  Elliott,  Ellison,  English,  Fuller,  Gamble, 
Goode,  Hamilton,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Houston,  Ingersoll, 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  (JIancy  Jones,  Kidwell, 
Latham,  Letcher,Lindsley,  McCulloch, Macdonald,  Max- 
welt,  May,  John  O.  Millar,  SiniUi  Miller,  Morrison,  Mor- 
decai  Oliver,  Orr,  Bishop  Perkins,  Phelps,  Puryear,Thoroas 
Ritchey,  Robbins,  Ruflln,  Russell,  Sabio,  Shannon,  Shaw, 
Singleton,  Skelton,  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Hrstor 
L.  Stevens,  Stratmn,  Andrew  Stuan,  Trout,  Vaili  Daniel 
B.  WrUht,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright- 78. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ball,  Benson,  Bnyce,  Brooks,  Csmp- 
bell,  Clingman,  Crocker,  Dick,  Edmands,  Ewing,  Oid- 
dings, Goodrich,  Aaron  Uarian,  Andrew  J.  Hnrian,  Hast- 
ings, Haven,  Henn,  Hiester,  Hill,  Howe,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
Keitt,  Knox,  McMiiHin,  Morgan,  Murray,  Norton,  Parker, 
Preston,  Pringle,  Ready,  David  Ritchie,  Sage,  Freilerick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephena,  John 
L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G  Taylor,  Thurston,  Upham,  Wai- 
bndge,  Walley,  Israel  Washburn,  and  Tappaa  Wenlwonh 


So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Indiana.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  take  from  the 
Speaker's  table,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  re- 
ferred. Senate  bill  No.  373,  being  an  act  **  to  as- 
certain and  adjust  the  title  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Indiana." 

Mr.  KNOX.  I  object,  and  moVe  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois to  withdraw  the  objection,  and  allow  the  bill 
to  be  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  KNOX,   J  withdraw  ray  objection. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HILLVER.  It  is  within  the  experience 
of  every  member  of  this  House,  that  the  short 
sessions  of  Congress  do  not  afford  sufficient  time 
for  a  proper  discharge  of  its  legislation.  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  rules  of  the  House  be  sus- 
pended, so  OS  to  enable  me  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bill: 

Be  U  enadeii.  That  hereafter  the  day  appointed,  by  taw, 
for  the  assembling  of  CongreM,  shall  be  the  first  Monday  in 
November  ofeacii  year,  instead  of  Uw  flnt  Monday  ofDe- 


Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  DRUM.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  If  the  House  now  adjourns, 
what  will  be  the  position  of  my  motion  f 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  the  first 
business  in  order  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  withdraw  the'  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton's motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  there- 
upon the  House  (at  twenty  minutes  before  four 
o'clock)  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clotJc,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuitDAT,  Jrnne  13, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrm. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Frederick 
Denio,  an  invalid  pensioner,  of  Jefferson,  Ohio, 
praying  to  be  allowed  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Oakley  H.  Wright,  of  Rens- 
selaer, Indiana,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  the  war  with  Algiers,  and  in  the 
war  of  1812;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Raymond  Williams,  of 
Lake  county,  Indiana,  an  invalid  of  the  war  of 
1812,  praying  to  be  alio  wed  a  pension ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  petition  of  M.  H. 
Beaver  and  sixty-eight  other  citizeiis  of  Missis- 
sippi, praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Beaver  Dam 
and  Maxville,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Burlington,  Vermont,  praying  an  appropriatioxi 
for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  the  erection  of  a 
building  for  a  custom-house  and  post  office  at  that 
place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Jane 
A.  Brower,widow  of  Charles  B.  Brower,  deceased, 
praying  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  husband 
in  the  Mexican  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  S.  Bender,  praying  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  superintendent  of  the 
United  States  lead  mines  of  the  Upper  Mississippi; 
which  {tras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Ijands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Adolphos  Allen,  pmying 
the  extension  of  his  patent  for  a  water-wheel; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Anne  Royall,  widow  of 
Captain  William  Royall,  of  the  RevoUitionary 
Army,  praying  that  she  may  be  allowed  and  paid 
interest  on  the  amount  due  her  kite  husband,  or 
for  some  other  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Aditm  D.  Steuart  and 
others,  officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  praying 
to  be  compensated  for  extra  services  performed 
by  them  in  Mexico,  during  the  late  war  with  that 
Republic;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
en  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  memorial  of  Jesse  D. 
Carr,  sutler  to  the  second  regiment  of  Tennessee 
volunteers,  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico,  praying 
indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  of  James 
H.  Smith  and  Charles  Stevens,  praying  indemni- 
ty for  the  loss  of  schooner  Dramseale  and  cargo, 
wrecked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco  river  oy 
striking  upon  submerged  iron  piles  placed  there 
by  the  Government;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Parsons,  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  issue 
of  a  register  to  the  brig  Amelia,  under  the  name 
of  Abby  Frances;  whicih  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  owners  and  occupi^nte  of 
lands  lying  within  the  Bastrop  grant,  Louisiana, 
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prayine  to  be  protected  in  their  rights;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PriTate  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  praying  Congress  to  take  such 
measures  as  will  secure  the  liquidation  of  their 
claims  against  Mexico,  arising  from  losses  and 
damages  sustained  from  the  confiscation  of  mer- 
chandise by  that  Republic,  in  violation  of  treaty 
stipulations;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Aflaire. 

Also,  th<  memorial  of  Rachel  Herbert,  praying 
compensation  for  extra  services  performed  by 
her  late  husband,  Nathaniel  Herbert,  deceased, 
while  an  assistant  messenger  in  the  Post  Office 
Department;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  four  memorials  of  per- 
sons engaged  and  interested  in  the  navigation  of 
..  Long  Island  Sound,  and  the  adjacent  waters, 
praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  foe 
bell  at  Saybrook  light-house,  in  Long  Island 
Sound;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  following  memorials, 
praying  the  adoption  of  such  meastices  as  will  se- 
cure to  American  citizens  residing  or  traveling  in 
foreign  countries  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  of 
conscience  and  religious  freedom: 

Memorial  of  ministers  and  elders  of  Madison 
Presbytery,  and  citizens  of  Risii»>  Sun,  Indiana; 

Two  memorials  of  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  its  vicinity; 

Memorial  of  citizens  of  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
•nd 

Memorial  of  members  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  in  ses- 
sion at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 
Ordrrtd,  That  ibe  petiUoa  of  6.  O.  Cuboian  and  the 
beirs  or  Thomu  Birtlen  be  withdrawn  from  Ibe  Bin  nf  Uw 
Senate,  and  referred  to  Uie  Commiuee  on  Foreign  Rel»- 
liona. 

»  On  motion  by  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tbal  Ibe  petition  of  Jsmea  A.  Olendinn  be 
wiibdrawn  from  the  aiea  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Claimi. 

CHEAP  OCEAN  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Wilmington,  Raleigh,  and  various  towns  in 
North  Carolina,  praying  a  reduction  in  the  rates 
of  ocean  postage;  also  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Newbern,  North  Carolina;  a  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  Quilford  county.  North 
Carolina;  and  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  in  fcvor  of 
the  same  object;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  am  requested  to  present  to 
the  Senate  tbe  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Union,  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  asking 
for  the  reduction  of  ocean  postage.  I  heard  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Sdr.  Badger]  pre- 
sent a  series  of  similar  petitions  a  few  moments 
aeo.  I  have  pcssentcd  one  or  two  from  the  interior 
or  ray  own  State;  and  it  is  a  singular  fact  that 
petitions  on  this  subject  should  come  from  the  in- 
terior. It  so  happens  that  the  gentleman  who 
sent  me  this  petition,  states  in  his  letter  to  me 
that  it  had  been  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Elihu  Burritt, 
with  the  request  that  he  would  get  signatares, 
and  send  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  I  understand  to  be  the 
case  in  recrard  to  those  I  presented. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  inferred, 
in  presenting  these  petitions,  that  I  impliedly  give 
any  opinion  upon  the  propriety  or  expediency  of 
the  proposed  reduction  of  oeten  postage.  1  ask 
that  the  petitions  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

They  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  QWIN;  I  have  joint  resolutions  on  the 
same  subject,  of  more  authority  than  the  petitions 
presented  bythe  Senators  from  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.  They  are  the  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  California,  which  passed  both 
bodies  unanimously,  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of 
ocean  postage.  I  ask  that  they  may  be  referred 
to  the  same  committee,  and  ortiered  to  be  printed. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  rs- 
duction  of  the  rates  of  oeean  poslaigi;  which  was 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 

Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GILLETTE  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  of  Wolcoitville,  Connecticut; 
and  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  ' 
Bristol,  Connecticut,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  ' 
rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  praying  a  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

RBPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  were  referred  documents  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  Betsy  Whipple,  widow  of  Stephen 
Whipple,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  to  a  pension,  submitted  a  rsport,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Abigail  Saunders, 
praying  to  be  allowed  bounty  land  as  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Davis,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain ,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referreil  the  petition  of  Peter 
Amey,  praying  a  pension  on  account  of  wounds 
received  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Amey,  (colored  man;)  which  was  read,  and 
piused  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  following  petitions,  submitted 
adverse  reports  thereon;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

Petition  of  William  B.  May  and  others,  citizens 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 
authorizing  certain  invaliifpenaioners  of  the  United 
States,  livincr  in  that  State,  to  draw  pensions  from 
the  date  of  the  injury  received  in  the  public  ser- 
vice; 

(^  Petition  of  Jane  M.  Rudulph,  widow  of  Thomas 
C.  Rudulph,  late  captain  in  the  United  States 
revenue  service,  praying  for  a  pension;  and 

Petition  of  John  R.  Presher,  praying  to  be 
allowed  back  pension. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  SLIDELL  asked  and  obtained  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  assignees  or  legal  representatives 
of  Jacques  Moulon;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

NEW  TORK  A88AT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  FISH.  I  have  been  requested  to  present 
the  remonstrance  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  against  any  alteration  of 
the  existing  law  with  regard  to  the  assay  office  in 
that  city,  which  may  anect  its  pressnt  efficacy. 
A  bill  is  on  the  table  against  which  this  remon- 
strance is  particularly  directed.  I  move,  there- 1 
fore,  that  the  remonstrance  lie  on  the  table.  | 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  say  i 
that  there  was  an  omission  in  that  part  of  the  bill  ' 
against  which  this  remonstrance  is  presented,  I 
which  is  the  cause  of  the  opposition  to  it.  It  is  in-  i 
tended  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  have  that  j 
corrected  when  the  bill  comes  before  us  again.       | 

Mr.  FISH.  Then,  do  I  understand  the  Sena- 
tor to  mean  that  when  the  bill  comes  up,  the 
two  sections  which  are  excepted  will  be  stricken 
out? 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  stats  to  the  Sensde  that 
the  principal  objection  to  the  biiris  that  it  gives  to 
the  depositors  in  the  lusay  office,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  only  the  right  to  redemption  in  bullion — 
in  bars.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  allow  them 
to  be  paid  in  com,  or  refined  or  assayed  bars, 
doing  away  entirely  with  certificates,  and  paying 
them  in  com  at  tbe  New  York  assay  office.  That 
was  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FISH .  This  remonstrance  will  reach  even 
the  proposition  which  I  understand  the  Senator 
now  to  indicate  as  that  which  the  committee  will 
propose. 

The  remonstrance  was  ordered  to  Us  on  the 
table. 


THE  NEBRASKA  BILL. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  ask  leave  to  present  joint 
resolutions  which  have  been  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Ne- 
braska bill.  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  it  is 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  delegation  from  that 
State  in  Congress,  to  find  that  their  action  baa 
been  sustained  by  the  repreeentatives  of  the  mo- 
pie  in  the  Legislature.  These  resolutions  amnn 
the  propriety  of  that  bill.  They  passed  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  only  ten  votes  against 
them,  and  passed  the  Senate  with  an  opposition 
of  only  seven  votes.  This,  I  undertake  to  say,  is 
one  of  the  most  decisive  voles  that  has  been  given 
by  the  Legislature  of  any  State  since  the  agitation 
of  the  Nebraska  question.  As  the  subject  has 
been  disposed  of  by  the  Senate,  I  move  that  the 
resolutions  be  Inid  upon  the  table,  and  be  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  hope  that  the  Senate  will  unanimously 
consent  to  its  consideration  now: 

RenlMd,  That  ibn  Senate  will  bereafter  meet  at  elevas 
o'doclt,  a.  ID. 

Mt.  BRIGHT  an({  others  objected,  and  the 
resolution  went  over  one  day  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  GWIN  subsequently  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  and  asked  for  its  immediate 
consideration: 

Reiolved,  That  from  and  aikcr  Monday  next,  nnlil  other- 
wi«e  ordered,  the  daily  bow  ormeeiiof  of  Ibe  Senate  abafl 
be  eleven  o*cIoclt,  a.  m. 

Mr.  FISH.    Let  it  lie  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  suggest 
that  the  Senator  from  Texas  has  offered  a  resolu- 
tion similar  to  that. 

Mr.  QWIN.    Then  I  withdraw  mine. 

PATENT  OFFICE  REPORT. 
Mr.  BADGER.  I  submitted,  a  few  days  ago, 
the  Senate  will  recollect,  a  resolution  to  rescud 
the  order  which  we  made  for  the  printing,  by  our 
printer,  of  certain  copies  of  the  agricultural  portion 
of  the  Patent  Office  report,  with  a  resolution  order- 
ing the  simple  printing  of  the  same  number  which 
was  contemplated  by  the  resolution  which  I  pro- 
pose to  rescind,  for  the  reason  which  I  explauied 
at  the  time,  that  the  resolution  might  be  paaaed 
by  the  Senate  after  the  modification  of  our  eust- 
ing  law,  made  by  a  provision  agreed  upon  by  the 
two  Houses  in  the  deficiency  bill,  so  that  we  might 

fet  rid  of  the  question  of  the  printing  being  dons 
your  printer.  It  will  nowbedone  byourprintcr 
without  putting  the  words  in  the  resolution.  Aa 
the  work  ought  to  be  now  in  progress,  1  hope  the 
Senate  will  take  up,  and  dispose  of  those  resolu- 
tions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions; which  were  as  follows: 

Reioked,  That  the  rMoluiion  far  priming  eenaiii  addi- 
tional copie*  of  tbe  asricnltural  portion  of  the  Patent  Ofiee 
report,  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  on  tbe  !ll>tb  inaiant,  be,  and 
the  eame  if  hereby,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  prtnted  for  the  uae  of  ttar  Seoala 
forty  Uiouiand  addllional  cupiea  of  the  asme,  with  llie  plates 
accompanying  it,  of  which  Ave  tboosand  aball  Iw  for  Ibe 
ue  of  Ibe  Patent  OAce. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  will  be  necessary  to  modify 
ths  resolution  by  making  it  read  the  "  33th  of 
May,"  as  we  have  now  got  into  June. 

The  resolutions,  as  modified,  were  agreed  to. 
MEETING   OF   CONGRESS. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
providing  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  the  bill  to  any  committee.  It 
makes  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  in  October  insuad  of 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  so  as  nearly  to 
equalize  the  two  sessions  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  that  he 
let  the  bill  lie  on  the  table,  and  have  it  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will  be  made, 
unless  it  be  referred. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    Let  it  go  on  the  Calendar. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  offer  the  following  rw 
ololiaD: 
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Jtwatoxl,  That  tbe  30<b  ml*  fbr  eonduollne  ibe  biulneM 
of  tbe  Seiinte,  ba  amended  by  Inwrtlng  after  the  word 
"•tandingi"  tbe  ward*  "or  aeleci;" 

to  that  the  clause  will  read: 

-~"  or  moved  b]r  the  dtrectlon  ofa  Handing  or  (elect  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate." 

1  will  read  the  whole  rule: 

**  No  amendment  proposing  additional  approjpriationa 
•ball  be  received  to  any  general  appropriation  bill,  unless 
it  be  made  to  carry  out  tbe  provisions  of  Home  existing  law, 
or  some  act  or  resolution  previously  passed  by  the  Senate 
during  that  sesajon,  or  moved  by  direction  of  a  standing 
comnuttea  of  the  Senate,  or  in  pursuance  of  an  estimate 
franhthe  head  of  some  of  the  Departments,  and  no  amend- 
ment shall  be  received  whose  object  is  lo  provide  Tor  a  pri- 
vate claim,  unless  it  be  to  carry  out  tbe  provisions  of  an 
•xisting  law,  or  a  treaty  stipulation." 

It  seems  to  me  the  recommendation  of  a  select 
eommitlee  is  entitled  to  as  much  consideration  as 
that  of  a  standing  committee.  I  hope,  therefore, 
as  the  amendment  is  one  which  is  so  obviously 
)ust,  the  Senate  will  at  once  agree  to  the  resolution . 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  of  the  rule  after  the  word 
•'law.'* 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Is  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi in  order.'  He  does  not  propose  to  amend 
the  resolution  which  I  have  ofiered. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  in  order. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote,  on  a 
diTisjon,  of  ayes  32,  noes  13. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Itmpon  signed  the  fol- 
io Ving  enrolled  bills: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  school  dis- 
tricts, in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  within  the 
twelTe  miles  square  reservation.  State  of  Ala- 
bama. 

A  bill  to  authorize  a  register  to  be  issued  to  the 
steamer  El  Paraguay  by  a  new  name. 
ELIJAH  BEEBE. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  have  had  under  consideration  the  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Elijah 
Beebe,  and  directed  roe  to  report  it  back  and  rec- 
ommend its  passage.  As  it  is  for  a  small  amount, 
as  its  payment  has  been  so  long  withheld,  and  as 
the  eTldence  is  so  very  satisfactory,  I  ask  for  its 
consideration  at  tbe  present  time. 

The  Senate  accordingly  nrqpeeded  to  consider 
the  bill,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  the  parties  mentioned,  |3,016— the 
amount  of  principal  adjudged  to  be  justly  due, 
and  owing  to  them  from  the  confederated  tribes 
of  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  by  the  Hon.  Henry 
Dodge,  Governor  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
ex  {^eio  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  by  his 
original  certificate,  numbered  eight,  given  at  the 
"  saperintendency  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  Mineral  Point,  July  7, 1837." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

BOOKS  TO  NEW  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  which  was  called 
up  some  days  ago  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Jokes,]  not  now  present.  It  provides  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  eight  copies  of  the  pension  and  bounty 
land  laws  to  new  members. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Rtiototi,  Ttial  the  Joint  nsolulion  of  the  34ih  of  Pehm- 
ary,  1854,  for  supplying  new  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress wiUi  alt  such  books  of  a  pubUc  character,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  as  were  furnished  to  members  of  either 
House  during  Uie  last  Congress,  embrace  Mayo  andMonl- 
ton's  edition  of  the  Pension,  Bounty  Land  Laws,  tu..  In 
the  proportion  of  eijjbt  copies  to  each  of  said  new  mem- 
bers; and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  so  under- 
stand  and  execiHe  the  said  resolution. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  MINT. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
md  agrsed  to: 

Itesotmil,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  required 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  quarterly  or 
oOnr  aeeonnts  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Mint,  wUcb  have 
bwn  retained  since  Uie  3d  day  of  March,  18S3 1  aad  also,  a 
siateaient  of  the  amoimt  received  or  charged  lo  depodlor* 
at  me  Mint  at  PhlladelphU,  since  the  3d  of  Hareb,  18t3, 


for  rsAniog,  parting,  wastage,  or  other  charges,  apecUying 
tbe  amoual  under  eaeh  separate  eliarge. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL-  VETO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reconsideration  of  the 
bill  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  in- 
sane persons,  which  had  been  returned  hj  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  his  objetoions. 

Mr.  CASS  addressed  the  Senate  against  the 
bill,  and  in  support  of  the  veto.  [His  speech  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  purpose  to  reply  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  Senator,  I  presume,  does 
not  desire  to  continue  the  debate  to-day.  I  move 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject until  to-morrow,  with  the  view  of  going  into 
Executive  session. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  SINE  DIE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Forhbt,  their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  passed  a  concurrent 
resolution,  fixing  the  14th  of  August  for  the  ad- 
journment, tine  die,  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress at  the  present  session. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spenttherein,  the  doors 
were  reopened;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TcBSDAT,  June  13, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Mu,bi;iin. 

The  Journal  of  y  es  tsrday  was  read  aAi  approved . 

Mr.  DENT.  As  I  am  about  to  leave  the  city 
on  account  of  ill  health,  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  la  it  for  the  purpose  of 
reference  ? 

Mr.  DENT.  I  wish  to  have  it  referred,  and 
placed  upon  the  Calendar, 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  then  re- 
ceived, read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  as 
follows: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  MaryA.  M.  Jones. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD  BILL. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  On  some  day  last  week  I  in- 
troduced a  resolution  to  close  debate  upon  the 
Pacific  railroad  bill.  1  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  entertained.  If  it  #as,  I  desire  to  amend  it 
so  as  to  close  the  debate  to-morrow,  at  two 
o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  was  not  enter- 
tained. The  understanding  had  by  the  Clerk  was, 
that  the  gentleman  withdrew  it  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  then  move  the  ordinary  res- 
olution to  closs  debate  on  that  bill  to-morrow,  at 
two  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  privilege 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gid- 

DlNOl.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  There  is  evidently  no  quo- 
rum in  the  House  at  present;  and  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  wait  till  there  be  a  (juorum,  to  dis- 
pose of  that  matter. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then,  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House,  that  matter  goes  over  for  a 
moment.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Havbn]  will  be  received. 

Mr.  HBNN.  I  wish  to  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man firom  New  York  not  to  interfere  with  tbe 
morning  hour  by  making  this  motion  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  We  have  fixed  a  day  for  adjournment; 
let  us,  therefore,  go  on  regularly  with  the  busi- 
ness before  us,  and  consume  the  morning  hour  in 
receiving  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  morning  hour  has 
not  commenced  yet. 

Mr.  HENN.  Blit  we  ought  to  receive  reports 
during  the  morning  hour. 

-Mr.  HAVEN.  One  thing  at  a  time,  gentle- 
men, and  we  will  get  on  quite  as  well  and  as  ex- 
peditiously. I  prtmose  the  resolution  lo  close 
debate  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  to-morrow  at 


two  o'clock, p.  m.  And  I  would  say,  in  addition, 
that  I  do  not  choose  to  interfere  in  the  manage- 
ment of  that  bill,  as  gentlemen  who  are  very  com- 
petent on  that  subject  have  it  in  charge;  but  if  its 
discussion  is  to  be  continued,  then  Ith^k  it  right 
to  have  the  debate  limited  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  my  resolution. 

Mr.  McDOUQALL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  withdraw  his  proposition,  as  I  pur- 
pose to-day,  after  the  House  has  gone  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
to  have  a  final  disposition  made  of  the  bill  for  the 
present,  and  perhaps  for  this  session  of  Congress. 
I  do  not  intend  that  it  shall  occupy  further  time  of 
the  House  this  session.  Perhaps  that  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  gentleman  fl-om  New  York,  and 
other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  My  only  desire  in  relation  to 
this  matter  is,  to  keep  the  discussion  within  a  rea- 
sonable compass,  and  to  use  the  ordinary  dili- 
gence in  the  transaction  of  business.  This  is  a 
matter  which  can  be  readily  disposed  of.  I  had ' 
no  desire  to  interfere  improperly  with  the  business 
of  the  gentleman  from  California.  I  therefore, 
for  the  present,  withdraw  my  resolution,  with  th« 
understanding  that  the  ^ntleman  from  California 
will  introduce  a  proposition  for  the  final  disposi- 
tion of  the  matter. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  want  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment or  substitute  to  tbe  Pacific  railroad  bill;  and 
to  enable  me  to  do  so,  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Houss 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
California  allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion  } 

Mr.  McDOUQALL.  I  withdraw  my  motion 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia desires  to  have  a  postponement  of  the  special 
order  on  the  Pacific  railroad  bill  made  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  House  is  the  proper  place  to 
have  it  done,  and  not  the  Committee  oi  the  Whole 
on  the  stats  of  the 'Union.  If  the  gentleman  has 
an  amendment  or  substitute  to  that  bill  which  he 
wishes  to  offer,  he  wants  to  have  it  printed,  of 
coarse.  This  he  can  have  ordered  by  the  House, 
and  not  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Then  I  am  authorized 
by  the  special  committee  on  the  Pacific  railroad  to 
propose  the  following  amendment  to  the  bill. 

Several  Mkmberi.    Read  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
have  it  read.    Let  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  want  to  state  the  sub- 
stance of  the  amendment.  Its  purpose  is  to  limit 
the  northern  route  by  the  same  parallel  of  latitude 
which  limits  the  southern  route;  that  is,  by  the 
thirty-seventh  parallel. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  postpone  tbe  farther  consid- 
eration of  this  bill  to  the  second  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  understand,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  tbe  railroad  surveys  which  have  been  made  are 
not  yet  ready  to  be  reported, and  that,  when  they 
are  presented,  they  will  show  the  fact  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  a  routs  in  which  those  I  represent 
are  interested,  commencing  on  the  border  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  extending  by  the  Way  of 
Albuquerque  to  the  eastern  border  of  Califoruia. 
I  therefore  hope  the  bill  will  be  postponed  until 
the  report  of  the  surveys  already  made  shall  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection  to 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  California,  the 
postponement  indicated  by  him  will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  And  the  amendment  just 
offered  be  printed  f 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes,  it  is  so  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  Now  let  us  have  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  special  order  was  postponed, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  firat  business  is  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  offered  a  few  days 
since  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gid- 
Dmos.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
that  it  may  be  printed  for  the  use  of  members. 
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Mr.  HENDRICKS.    I  object. 

Mr.  COBB.  Let  us  'call  (be  eommitteea  for 
reports,  and  we  shall  get  to  it  directly. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  desire  to  make  the  report 
merely  thMit  may  be  printed.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    I  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  by  unanimoos  consent,  and 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  the 
following  bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands: 

A  bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of  an  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  granting  bounty  lands  to  certain  officers 
and  soldiers  who  nave  been  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,"  approved  September 
28,  1850;  and  of  an  act  entitled  '•  An  act  to  make 
bounty  land  warrants  assignable,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  March  S22,  1852,  to  those 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  twenty  days,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Oidoinos,]  a  few  days  since.  If  it  is 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  postpone  further  the 
consideration  of  that  proposition,  then  the  con- 
sideration of  lbs  report  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Stantoh]  is  first  in  order. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  demand  the  que<lion 
upon  the  first  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

"Wbereu,  A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  Em.,  primer  nf  tMs 
body,  and  editor  and  proprietor  of  tlin  Washington  Union, 
in  his  paper  of  tbia  inorninf,  has  published  an  imicle  most 
evidenily  desifiied  lo  excite  uolawflil  violence  upon  msoi- 
bera  of  Ibis  body :  Therefore, 

"  Raotped,  Tlut  the  aaid  A.  O.  P.  Nicholaon,  and  ell 
oiher  persons  cnnneded  with  the  Waahinglon  Union,  be 
expelled  frnm  this  Hall." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  motion  is  to 
lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  OIDDINQS.  I  desire  to  modify  the  res- 
olution by  striking  oat  the  words,  "and  all  other 
persons  connected  with  the  Washington  Union," 
so  that  it  shall  refer  only  to  A.  0.  P.  Nicholson, 
the  editor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  has  no  right 
to  modify  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  evidently  is  still  within 
his  control. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  motion  is  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  and  the  previous  qocation  has 
not  been  ordered. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  inquireof  the  Chair  if  the  gen- 
tleman has  the  right  to  modify  his  resolution  i 

The  SPEAKER.  He  has,  as  there  has  been 
no  action  upon  it,  further  than  ordering  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  understand  that  the  previous 
question  has  been  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has  not  been  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  32;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Alien,  Willis  Allan, 
Asbe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barry,  Belcher,  Borocic,  Bnyce, 
Bridges,  Brooks,  Bung,  Caraibers,  Coakle,  Ctaurchwell, 
Ulark,  Clinginan,  Cobb,  ColquitI,  Coolc,  Cox,  John  O.  Da- 
vis, Dawaon,  Dent.  Drum,  Dunbar,  Danham,  Edmundaon, 


Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Latbam,  LeIeber,  Lindley,  Hae- 
donald,  McDougall,  McMuUin,  Mscy,  May,  John  O.  Mil- 
ler, Smith  Miller,  Millsnn,  Murray,  Nichols,  Olds,  Orr, 
Pecli,  Pbelps,  Powell,  Prealoo,  Puryear,  Beady,  Reese, 
Riddle,  Tbomaa  Rilcbey,  RobUna,  Baffin,  Seward,  Shan- 
non, Sbaw,  Shower,  Singleton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  VVilliara 
Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smylh,  Frederick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  U.  Sunton,  Hestor  1..  Stevens,  David 
Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor,  NaUianielO.  Tay- 
lor, Trout,  Vail,  Vanaant,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Welb, 
Weslbrook,  Wine,  and  Daniel  B.  Wrfibt— 100. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Appleton,  Ball,  Benson,  Campbell, 
Carpenter,  Chandler,  Corwin,  Croclier,  Dick,  Ednianda, 
TtaomaaD.  Eliot,  Everbart,  Goodrich,  Aaron  Harlan,  Ha- 
ven, Honre,  Knox, Mornin,  Norton, Parker^Pringle,  David 
Ritchie,  Russell,  Sabin,  Sage,  GerritSmilh,Tracy,i;pbam, 
Walley,  Israel  Waabburn,  Tappao  Wentworth,  and 
yaiea— 31. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
treasurer's    report  on  BANKS. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  tha  following 
resolution,  reported  by  Mr.  Stantoh,  of  Ken- 
tucky, from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Rtttlvti,  That  one  tboasaBd  five  huodred  extra  copies 


or  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  on 
the  condition  ol  the  baaka  of  the  United  States,  communi- 
cated to  the  House  of  ttepresentaiives  on  the  Utinatant,  be 
printed  for  ibe  use  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

An  amendment  was  pending  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  resolution  the  words — 

Pnwiited,  Thai  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  ao  con- 
strued aa  to  authorize  any  charge  for  second  composiUon. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  desire  to  debau  the 
resolution  at  all,  but  it  strikes  me  that  the  proviso 
to  the  resolution  is  in  conflict  with  the  law  which 
wu  passed  a  few  days  ago.  The  law  was,  that 
the  printer  of  each  House  should  have  pay  for 
composition. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  reminded  by 
the  Clerk  that  the  pending  motion  is  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  dfd  not  intend  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  the  merita  of  this  resolution,  but  it 
seemed  to  me  that  ihat  proviso  was  in  violation 
of  the  section  of  a  deficiency  bill  which  we  passed 
the  other  day,  in  reference  to  the  printers  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  will  permit  me  to  say  that 
that  proviso  will  have  no  effect  in  the  present  case. 
The  work  has  not  yet  been  commenced,  and, 
therefore,  no  expense  has  yet  been  incurred  for 
composition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  that  that  proviso  was 
attached  because  the  primer  of  the  House  had 
been  ordered  lo  do  ihia  work;  and  if  the  form  had 
been  distribuud,  the  work  was  not  lo  be  repub- 
lished. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will  state  that  the  work 
has  not  been  commenced,  and  therefore  no  extra 
expense  will  be  incurred  for  composition. 

The  question  was  taken; and  the  Hovue refused 
to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment;  and  being  taken,  it  was 
adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  and  it  was  adopted. 

RECEPTION  OF  REPORTS. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  was  acci- 
dentally absent  from  the  House  on  Saturday  on 
business  at  one  of  the  Departments,  when  the 
committees  were  called  for  reports;  I  have  a 
report  from  the  select  committee  appointed  in  ref- 
erence to  employing  military  officers  upon  civil 
works.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  make  the  report,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  having  it  printed  and  referred. 

Mr.  ORR.    Will  it  give  rise  to  debaU? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Certainly  not.  I  merely 
wish  to  have  it  referred  and  printed. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  referred 
to  l^e  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
Union,  and,  with  the  report,  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  restore  the  civil  superintendence  at  the 
national  armories. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  withdraws  his  objection 
to  the  report  which  I  desired  to  make;  I  therefore 
propose  to  present  it  now. 

Mr.  COBB.  Certainly,  I  withdraw  mj  otucc- 
tion.  I  should  not  have  objected  at  all  if  I  had 
known  the  gentleman's  object. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  want  to  know  what  the 
gentleman 's  object  is. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Simply  to  have  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  I  have  been  anxious  to  make  it  for  some 
time. 

There  bein^  no  objection, 

The  following  bill  waa  received,  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  aa  follows,  referred  lo  a 
Committe»of  the  Whole  on  the  stateof  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
purchase  of  the  proprietor  the  building  now  in  the 
occupancy  of  the  Government,  situated  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Seventeenth  and  F  streets,  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  now  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  Chair  will  con- 
sider objection  as  having  been  made  to  all  further 
propositions  for  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ETHGRIOGE.     I  wish  to  state  to  the  I 


House  that  I  was  not  hi  my  seat  on  last  Saturday, 
when,  I  understand,  some  reports  were  presented 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  If  I 
had  been  here,  I  should  have  presented  several 
Senate  bills  antl  reports,  which  I  bad  then  in  my 
drawer.  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  any  of 
these  bills;  but  it  is  perhaps  due  to  the  parties  who 
are  interested  in  them  that  I  should  aak  the  eon- 
sent  of  the  House  to  have  thera  referred  and 
printed. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am 
in  the  same  situation,  and  that  I  desire  to  have 
the  same  indulgence  extended  to  me. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Military  AflTairs,  reported  back  bills,  with  the 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass;  which  were 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles, 
as  follows,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whola 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morroWs 
luid  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  three  months' extra  pay  to 
the  third  regiment  of  Missouri  volunteers; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Wilgus; 

Senate  bill  (No.  S29)  for  the  relief  of  Thoma* 
S.  Russell;  and 

Senate  bill  (No.  308)  for  the  relief  of  A.  Q. 
Bennett. 

Mr.  FLORENCE,  from  the  Committe*  oa 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  back  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  with  the  recommendation  that  they  do  pass; 
which  were  severally  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Senate  bill  (No.  144)  for  the  relief  of  Parser 
T.  P.  McBlair;  and 

Senate  bill  (No.  35)  for  the  relief  of  M.  K. 
Warrington  and  C.  St.  J.  Chubb,  executor*  of 
Ciiptain  Lewis  Warrington  and  others. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  the  morning  hour  com- 
menced ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  not. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  aak  that  it  nov 
b«in. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  cQBsent,  the 
House  agreed  that  the  several  gentlemen  who  in- 
dicated tneir  purpose  to  do  so  might  make  reporta 
from  committees,  and  the  Chair  has  been  acting 
upon  that  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  make  no  obieetion  to  re- 
ceiving the  reports  referred  to.  I  yielded  my 
assent  to  the  proposition  when  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  now  merely 
acting  under  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  1  move  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  btuineas  upon  the 
Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  t*  io  so  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  PRINOLE,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Aflfiiirs,  reported  adversely  on  the  petitions  of 
Charles  A.  Qrignon  and  Joshua  Vandrufi*;  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  and,  with  the  accompa- 
nying reports,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ORR,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  back  Senate  bill  No.  324,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  Watson,  deceased,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  pass;  which  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accompany- 
ing report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  before  tb* 
House  for  consideration  is  a  bill  of  the  following 
title:  "A  bill  granting  lands  equally  to  the  aeveru 
States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  and 
for  the  support  of  schools."  If  the  Chair  recol- 
lects correctly,  the  eentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Hamilton]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  consideration  of  that 
bill  was  postponed  <br  four  weeks. 

The  SPEA  K  ER.  The  gentleman  is  right,  and 
the  time  to  which  the  bill  waa  postponed  has  not 

Set  arrived.    The  question  then  first  before  tba 
louse  for  consideration  is  a  bill  of  the  following 
title: 

PAT  OP  DEPUTT  POSTMASTERS. 
A  bill  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  for  other  piuposes, "  passed  March 
3,  1851,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  passed 
March  3,  1852.  There  is  a  motion  peniling  to 
amend  the  bill. 
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Mr.  OLDS.  I  presume,  Mr.  Speaker,  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  my  reporting  from  the 
Cotnmitteeoii  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  *'An 
act  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy  postmasters."  It 
has  already  passed  this  House,  gone  to  the  Senate, 
and  been  returned  witli  an  amendment.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  a  concurrence  in  the  Senate 
amendment  with  an  amendment. 

There  bring  no  objection,  Mr.  Olds  then  re- 
ported the  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read,  as 
follows: 

At  pege  two,  line  twenljr,  ■trike  out  all  alter  Ibe  word 
"  proTJded,"  and  iiMcn  in  lieu  thereof  as  follow! : 

That  lo  any  postmaster  of  a  difiiribDiing  office  at  which 
the  comailBsions,  allowances,  and  emnlumentu,  since  the 
3l«t  day  of  Match,  1853,  have  been  in.ufflcient  to  defray 
the  actual  and  nece8:Aary'  expenses,  and  afford  the  post- 
masters the  annua)  compensittioo  di^rlved  from  cODimis- 
aions  al  the  office  before  said  30th  of  March,  the  Postmaster 
General  may.  In  his  discretion,  allow  quarterly  from  the 
date  afiiriuaid,  out  of  the  postage  collected  at  any  sucb 
office,  BO  amount  sufficient  to  supply  such  deficiency  :  Pro. 
vitiS'l/urtAer,  That  lu  any  postmaster  of  a  separating  office, 
at  any  such  office,  whose  commssions,  allowances,  and 
emulumenis  may  be  found  insufficient  to  provide  thp  extra 
labor  necesaary  in  a  prompt  and  efficient  performance  of 
the  duties  of  separating  and  dispatching  the  mails  passing 
throuxh  bis  office,  the  Postmaster  General  may  make  such 
quarterly  allowances  out  of  the  postages  collected  at  such 
office  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  to  compensate  such  extra 
labor.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  comraencemeut  of  the  next  fiscal  quarter  after  its 
passage. 

The  amendment  proposed'  by  the  eommittes  to 
the  Senate  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 
After  the  word  *'  labor*'  insert  the  IbllowiDg: 
Provided  /ur(Aer,That  ihecoromissiona  and  allowances 
authorized  by  this  act  sliall  lie  subject  lo  the  provisions  of 
the  forty  Anit  section  of  the  act  entiiled  "An  act  lo  reduce 
Into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  n>gulaling  the 
Post  Office  Department :"  ^nd  froMtd/urthtr,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  may,  in  his  discretion,  dispose  of  any 
quarterly  returns  of  mails  sent  or  received  which  were 
made  up  previous  td  the  Ist  day  of  July^  1850,  preserving 
lite  aceounia  current,  and  all  vouchers  accompanying  such 
accounts,  and  the  use  of  such  portian  of  the  proceeds 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  lodelray  thecostof  aeporsUng 
and  disposing  of  the  same. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  is  necessary,  perhaps,  for  me 
to  explain  to  the  House  that  the  bill  we  sent  to  the 
Senate  provided  that  the  Postmaster  General,  in 
making  extra  compensation  to  the  postmasters  of 
the  distributing  and  separating  offices,  should  have 
referenc*  to  the  amount  that  they  received  under 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1851.  The  Senate 
struck  out  that  provision,  snd  inserted  one  leaving 
it  discretionary  with  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  to 
give  them  such  increased  compensation  as  will 
compensate  them  for  the  increased  labor  they  per- 
form. In  striking  out  that  provision  of  the  bill, 
the  Senate  also  struck  out  the  proviso  which  had 
reference  to  the  forty-first  section  of  the  general 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Department,  and 
which  required  the  postmasters  to  return  all  over 
a  certain  amount  of  commissions  to  the  general 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Our 
committee  propose  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  with  an  amendment  restoring 
that  proviso,  making  the  deputy  postmasters  stiU 
subject  to  the  forty-first  section  of  the  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  OfiSce  Department.  They  do  it  for 
this  reason:  that  although  this  amendment,  if  it 
becomes  a  law,  may  not  repeal  that  provision,  yet 
there  is  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  committee 
whether  it  does  or  does  not.  This  amendment 
removes  that  doubt.  The  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  in  the  Senate  thought  it  did 
not  repeal  the  provision;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  of  the  House  that  it  does  repeal  it. 
In  order  to  place  the  matter  in  a  clear  light,  it  is 
DOW  proposed  to  restore  the  provision.  Mr.  Rdsk, 
of  the  Post  Office  Committee  in  the  Senate,  has 
agreed  that  it  shall  be  restored,  inasmuch  as  it 
removes  all  doubt.  The  effect  mi^ht  be  this:  if 
you  do  not  restore  the  proviso  making  these  post- 
masters subject  to  the  forty-first  section  of  the 
general  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Department, 
le  postmaster  in  New  York  may  receive  |60,000 
or  |70,000  commission  a  year.  Under  that  sec- 
tion, he  is  compelled  to  return  all  over  |3,000  to 
the  general  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. For  the  sake  of  safety,  the  committee  of 
the  House  recommend  the  restoration  of  this  pro- 
viso. 

Then  there  is  an  amendment  made  by  the  com- 
mittee authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  dis- 
pose of  the  quarterly  returns,  after  they  have  been 
a  certain  time  in  his  office. 
You  passed  a  law.of  this  kind,  psrmitting .these 


papers  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  suggested, 
in  the  year  1845.  It  operated  only  up  to  that  time. 
But  they  have  again  accumulated  in  the  Post  Office 
Department  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  to 
be  thrown  into  the  entries  and  the  hall, until  they 
have  become  a  nuisance  and  an  obstruction.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  more  on 
this  subject;  but  I  will  send  to  the  Clerk  a  letter 
from  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
which  explains  the  object  of  this  amendment  better 
than  I  can  do  it. 

The  letter  was  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk,  and 
is  as  follows: 

At>DtTos'B  Orrioc,  (P.  O.  D.,)  Hoy  10, 1854. 

Sir:  Many  thousands  of -postmasters' quarterly  returns 
and  accounta,  made  since  Ist  of  January  last,  are  lying 
upon  the  floors  of  the  paaaagea  in  this  building,  for  want  of 
room  for  them  elsewhere.  A  like  state  ef  things  existed 
in  1850,  when  Congress,  in  the  act  eniitled  '■  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Depanroent  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1851," 
approved  September  16,  provided  as  follows: 

"  Aiul  the  Postmaster  General  is  hereby  authorized,  in 
his  discretion,  to  dispose  of,  to  the  bet  advantage,  any 
quarterly  returns  of  mails  sent  or  received,  which  were 
made  up  previous  to  1845,  preserving  the  acciunu  current, 
and  all  vouchers  accompanying  such  accounts,  and  to  use 
such  portion  of  the  proceeds  thereof  as  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  cost  of  separating  and  disposing  of  the 
same."  ^ 

In  pursuance  of  that  provision,  the  ttansertpt*  of  malls 
scat  and  received  were  separated  from  the  accoanta  and 
Touchers,  up  to  1845,  and  sold ;  thus  making  room  for  all 
quarterly  reiums  received  from  the  passage  of  that  act  to 
the  first  of  the  preaeot  year — and  the  sales  amounted  to 
about  •l.SOV.    1  am  informed  by  those  in  this  office  who 

Krformed  the  work  of  separation  on  thai  occasion,  Uiat  a 
:e  disposition  of  the  transcripu  returned  up  to  1850  would 
make  sufficient  room  to  file  away  the  quarterly  returns  for 
three  yeai*  from  Ibe  1st  of  January  last,  by  ibe  ezpiratlon 
of  which  period  tbe  building  will  doubtteas  be  enlarged.  I 
therefore  respectfully  suggest,  for  your  eonsidemiion,  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  your  asking,  at  this  time,  for 
a  sUnilar  enactment  to  that  of  September  16,  1890,  herein 
qaoted. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  ibe  greatest  reqiect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  PHILLIPS,  .SiKittor. 
Boo.  Jamss  CaitrasLi.,  Poslntostcr  Osiwrai. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  want  to  add,  further,  Mr. 
Speaker,  1  have  been  inquired  of  by  some  of  the 
members  here  to  know  how  far  bacK  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  allow  the  Postmaster  General  to  go,  and 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  deputy  post- 
masters of  the  country.  All  the  deputy  post- 
masters of  the  country,  except  those  in  distributing 
and  separating  offices,  will  begin  to  receive  thair 
increasied  compensation  from  the  commencement 
of  the  next  fiscal  quarter.  At  distributing  and 
separating  offices  the  bill  gives  the  Postmaster 
General  power  to  ^o  back  to  the  31st  of  March, 
1853,  and  to  give  increased  compensation  to  the 
postmasters  of  such  offices  for  that  time. 

When  this  bill  was  up  for  consideration  in  the 
House  before,  I  demonstrated  to  the  House  that 
the  postmasters  of  distributing  offices  did  not  re- 
ceive sufficient  compensation,  under  the  existing 
laws,  to  pay  for  their  office  rent  and  their  clerk 
hire,  and  the  incidental  expense  of  their  office,  by 
appropriating  every  dollar  of  their  commission, 
without  receiving  a  single  cent  compensation 
themselves.  This  being  the  condition  of  things. 
It  was  thought  advisable  to  permit  the  Postmaster 
General  to  go  back  to  the  31st  of  March,  1853 — 
the  time  when  the  last  act  reducing  the  compen- 
sation of  postmasters  went  into  effect. 
•  Now,  permit  me  to  say  a  word  to  my  friend 
from  Nsw  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  who,  the  other 
day,  it  appeared  to  me,  made  an  ungenerons  at- 
tack upon  me,  and  so  much  out  of  his  ordinary 
course  of  courtesy  towards  the  members  of  this 
House,  that  I  could  not  help  being  somewhat 
nettled  by  it,  coming,  as  it  did,  from  him. 

That  gentleman  charges  me  with  an  effort  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  postmasters  from 
the  lime  you  discharged  the  deputy  postmasters 
of  ths  last  Administration,  or,  in  other  words, 
from  the  time  this  new  bevy  of  postmasters,  the 
"  hangers-on,"  as  he  calls  tnem,  cams  into  office. 
The  gentleman  must  have  known,  if  hehas  inves- 
tigated the  matter,  that  on  the  last  day  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  we  passed  a  law  diminishing 
the  commissions  of  postmasters.  That  gentle- 
man must  know  that  deputy  postmasters,  under 
the  late  Whig  Administration,  received  a  larger 
cotnmission  than  we  propose  to  give  them,  even 
in  this  bill  now  under  consideration  before  the 
House.  Even  if  you  pass  this  bill,  which  in- 
creases their  compensation  twenty-three  and  one 
half  per  cent,,  they  will  not  then  receive  within 


ten  or  twelve  per  <»nt.  as  much  as  they  did  under 
the  late  Whig  Administration. 

So  far,  then,  from  its  being  true  that  the  in- 
creased compensation  is  proposed  to  be  given  to 
deputy  postmasters  because  they  are  Democratic, 
precisely  the  contrary  is  true.  1  do  not  propose  to 
give  to  these  Democratic  postmasters  within  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  as  much  compensation  as  was 
given  to  postmasters  under  the  late  Administration. 

It  strikes  me  that  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Haveh,J 
with  his  usual  courtesy,  should  withdraw  any 
such  charge  against  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  He  knows 
full  well  that  duringthe  two  last  years  of  the  last 
Administration — a  Whig  Administration — 1  occu- 
pied the  same  position,  as  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, as  I  now  do,  and  that  I  coSperated  cor- 
dially with  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
in  carrying  out  all  the  reforms  he  desired  to  make. 
We  gave  him  an  increued  number  of  clerks,  and 
recommended  an  additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
Qeneral,  although  we  knew  that  the  recipients  of 
those  offices  would  all  be  Whigs,  and  not  Demo- 
crats. 

I  say  that  under  this  state  of  things,  those 
charges  against  me  come  with  bad  grace  from  my 
friend  from  New  York.  (  might  retort  the  charge 
if  I  thought  fit  to  do  so.  But  1  will  not  do  it.  lex- 
plained  this  matter  fuUy  once  before.  1  explained 
that  under  the  law  of  March  3,  1851;  you  re- 
quired the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
in  settling  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  deputy 
postmasters,  to  go  back  to  the  year  1851,  and  see 
what  their  compensation  had  been  during  that 
year;  and  that,  in  fixing  their  compensation ,  he 
should  be  governed  by  what  it  had  been  prior  to 
the  taking  effect  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1851. 
That  Democratic  Congress,  in  its  liberality,  gave 
the  power  to  a  Whig  Prstmaster  General  to  in- 
crease the  compensations  of  deputy  postmasters 
beyond  what  it  was  when  the  act  of  March  3, 
1851,  went  into  effect,  by  twenty  per  cent.  Such 
was  tlic  liberality  of  a  Democratic  Congress.  But 
it  was  found  to. be  utterly  impossible  for  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  have  any 
reference  to  what  the  compensation  had  been  prior 
to  the  taking  effect  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1851, 
and  consequently  each  postmaster  had  the  power 
to  make  out  his  own  account,  and  the  Auditor 
was  compelled  to  allow  it  as  so  mode  out,  right 
or  wrong. 

It  was  the  recommendation  of  a  Whig  Post- 
master General  to  change  the  law  fixing  the  com- 
pensation; and,  in  aceoraance  to  that  recommend- 
ation, the  last  Congress — a  Democratic  Congress 
— did  change  that  compensation.  But  the  esti- 
mates which  were  given  to  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee were  fallacious — not  intentionally  so— and 
the  consequence  was,  that,  instead  of  fixing  the 
compensation  of  postmasters  as  we  desired  to  fix 
it — at  what  it  had  been  prior  to  the  taking  effect 
of  the  act  of  March  3, 1851 — we  reduced  it  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  below  what  it  was  under  the  Whig 
Administration. 

The  fact  is,  that  instead  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  having  made  an  in- 
crease of  compensation  for  a  swarm  of  hungry 
postmasters,  occupying  the  places  of  the  Whigs 
who  had  been  tomeo  out  of  office,  we  have  merely 
restored  that  compensation,  not  to  what  it  was 
under  tbe  old  Administration,  but  within  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  of  what  it  was  then.  That  is  the 
whole  fact  of  the  matter;  and  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  looked  at  the  subject  with  ths 
acuteness  with  which  he  usually  regards  every 
subject;  if  he  had  exercised  that  candor  and  for- 
bearance towards  me  which  be  usually  exercises 
towards  other  members  of  this  House  upon  every 
question,  he  would  not  have  made  so  unjust  an 
accusation  against  me. 

Why,  sir,  as  I  said  before,  I  did  notagree  with 
the  last  Whig  Administration  in  many  of  the 
measures  which  thsy  indorsed,  but  that  did  not 
prevent  me  from  cooperating  with  them  in  fixing 
the  compensation  to  clerks  and  deputy  postmas- 
ters, at  a  reasonable  and  proper  rate.  But,  sir,  I 
say  again  that  the  aotion  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee is  not  what  the  gentleman  has  staled  it  to 
be.  It  is  merely  to  restore  a  portion  of  thirty-five 
per  centum,  which,  in  consequence  of  erroneous 
estimates  furnished  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  wasmsde  by  the  last  Con- 
gress in  the  compensation  of  deputy  postmasters, 
and  therefore  the  charge  he  makes  against  me  is 
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not  true.  I  am  satisfied,  from-  his  usnal  candor 
and  fairness  in  refersnce  to  all  other  subjects,  that 
if  he  had  looked  at  the  matter  a  little  further,  he 
would  not  have  so  unjustly  charged  me  with  an 
effort  to  increase  the  commission  of  a  hungry 
swarm  of  Democratic  deputy  postmasters. 

But  the  Eentleman  says  that  letters  written  hy 
servant  girls  and  serving  men,  containing  testi- 
monials of  their  affection  to  tbeir  friends  in  the  old 
country,  through  my  desire  to  increase  the  com- 
mission of  this  hungry  swarm  of  postmasters, 
must  be  taxed  from  three  to  five  cents  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accomplishing  that  object— for  the  purpose 
of  feeding  these  Democratic  postmasters,  who 
have  been  brought  into  office  auring  the  present 
Administration .  Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  wanted  to  show  his  superior  aifection 
to  these  servant  maids  and  the  serving  men  of  the 
country,  I  should  have  much  preferred  that  he 
should  have  taken  some  other  channel,  some 
other  mode  of  showing  it,  than  by  attacking  the 
Administration  and  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  upon  this 
floor. 

Sir,  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  in  every  mat- 
ter connected  with  the  Post  Office  Department, 
during  the  present  Administration, and  auring  the 
last  Administration,  I  have  endeavnred  to  steer 
dear  of  everything  looking  like  partiality  to  the 
friends  or  the  opponents  of  this  Administration. 
Why,  sir,  no  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — and  it  is  composed  of 
both  Whigs  and  Democrats — has  dissented  from 
a  concurrence  in  the  reports  of  that  committee  in 
relation  to  the  measures  which  they  have  recom- 
mended to  the  House.  We  have  had  the  utmost 
harmony  in  our  action  during  the  late  Adminis- 
tration, and  during  the  present  Administration, 
among  both  Whig  and  Democratic  members. 
Such  has  been  our  desire  to  make  the  administra- 
tion of  this  Department  a  national  administration, 
and  to  steer  clear  of  all  political  considerations, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  tmjustthan  the  charge  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York;  and  if  he  exercises 
the  candor  and  fairness  on  this  occasion,  which  it 
is  his  custom  to  exercise  on  all  occasions,  he  will 
withdraw  it  fully  and  entirely. 

'Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say 
in  answer  to  my  friend  from  Ohio.  I  think  I  may 
call  him  so.  He  is  right  when  he  says  that  he 
believes  that  I  had  no  intention  or  desire  to  charge 
him  unfairljr.  Certainly  I  have  not  intended  so 
to  charge  him.  Perhaps  the  language  which  I 
used  on  the  occasion  referred  to  by  him  may  be 
regarded  as  rather  strong.  I  intended  it  should 
be  somewhat  so;  but  the  gentleman  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  recollect  that  the  language  was  used  on 
the  occasion  when  he  was  advocating  a  proposi- 
tion then  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
raise  the  compensation  of  a  mail  agent — a  mere 
agent — from  |1,600  per  annum  to  |5,000  per  an- 
num, and  that,  too,  over  the  recommendation  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  who,  in  the  exuberance 
of  his  fancy,  and  the  security  of  his  power,  dare 
not  recommend  it  to  be  raised  to  over  |4,000  per 
annum. 

Let  me  state  the  whole  case,  so  as  to  afford  him 
all  the  strength  which  his  position  may  jgain  bv 
it — it  may  fortify  him.  The  gentleman  will  recol- 
lect that  I  used  the  language  referred  to  on  the 
occasion,  when  he  not  otily  proposed  that  increase, 
but  further  proposed  that  it  should  go  back  one 
year,  so  that  the  agent  was  not  only  to  get  |5,000 
per  annum  for  the  future,  but  $5,000  for  the  jear 
which  had  gone  by;  thereby-  giving  that  smgle 
agent,  that  one  man,  )10,000  as  mailagent,  while 
the  incumbent  under  a  Whig  Administration  had 
only  received  $1,600  for  one  year,  or  |3,^)0  for 
two  years. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  my  friend  will  allow  me,  I  shall 
make  one  word  of  explanation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Certainly,  sir;  to  be  sure  I 
will  allow  you;  and  we  will  settle  this  matter 
amicably. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  committee  has  now  before  it 
a  proposition  from  the  former  mail  agent  in  Cali- 
fornia under  the  former  Administration,  a  Whig 
agent,  that  he  shall  be  remunerated  for  his  services 
by  the  receipt  of  the  same  compensation  proposed 
to  be  given  the  Democratic  mail  agent.  We  of 
the  committee  shall  treat  him  precisely  as  we  have 
treated  the  Democrat.  We  shall  give  the  former 
mail  agent,  who  has  lost  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  under  the  Post  Office  Department, 


the  same  that  we  proposed  in  the  deficiency  bill 
for  the  Democratic  agent. 

Mr.  McDOUaALL.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  a  word .' 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Not  now.  I  have  only  referred 
to  this  case  of  the  mail  agent  incidentally,  or,  as 
they  say  in  law,  this  is  a  kind  of  ancillary  sug- 
gestion or  proposition,  pointing  to  the  reasons 
why,  on  the  occasion  complained  of,  I  had  aright 
to  feel  a  little  indignant,  and  why  I  was  betrayed 
into  a  somewhat  warm  expressionof  my  feelings. 
The  proposition  to  go  from  |1,600  perannimt  up 
to  $10,(00  came  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
Let  that  be  borne  in  mind,  sir.  Realljr,  I  did  no 
more  expect  such  a  monstroiu  proposition  from 
him  than  he  did  the  remarks  which  Cell  from  me, 
in  the  heat  of  debate,  in  answer  to  it.  So  far  as 
expectations  and  surprise  are  concerned,  then,  he 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  he  may  set  his  off  against 
mine,  and  it  will  leave  a  large  biaUnce  in  my  favor. 
When  1  was  talking  on  that  subject  at  the  time 
complained  of,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  endeav- 
oring to  convince  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
that  they  ought  not  to  entertain  the  gentleman's 
proposition.  The  committee,  as  well  as  the 
House,  sustained  the  views  which  I  entertained 
and  advocated  on  ti)at  occasion,  and  we  kept  the 
proposition  whereT  desired  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  was  put  on  in  the  House  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  was  wrong,  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  I  said  that  the  committee,  as  well  as  the 
House,  sustained  the  views  I  advocated  on  that 
occasion.  I  remember,  now,  the  committee  voted 
with  me  to  reject  it,  and  reported  against  it  to 
the  House;  and  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  sug- 
gestion, for  it  reminds  me  of  a  little  piece  of  amul 
party  machinery  (I  do  not  intend  to  speak  offen- 
sively) when  we  went  into  the  House,  by  which 
the  gentleman  and  his  friends  succeeded  in  getting 
the  appropriation  back  again  into  the  bill  the  next 
day  for  their  friend,  the  mail  agent,  without  the 
responsibility  of  putting  themselves  on  record  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

I  hope  my  friend  from  Ohio  will  excuse  me  for 
these  remarks  now,  as  he  has  kindly  done  in  ref- 
erence to  those  on  the  former  occasion.  But  the 
House  will  remember  that  my  colleague  from 
New  York. city,  [Mr.  Whceler,]  after  the  yeas 
and  nays  had  been  refused,  by  some  sleight  of 
hand  tnck  on  that  mail  agent  item,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken  pn  it  by  tellen,  on 
which  reconsideration  1  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  On  taking  them, 
the  motion  to  reconsider  failed  by  two  or  three 
votes,  which  my  Democratic  friends  screwed  up 
their  courage  to  withhold,  as  it  was  not  a  vote 
square  upon  the  naked  proposition  to  give  the 
man  the  $10,000.  And  it  was  by  that  kind  of 
machinery  that  the  amendment  was  inserted  in 
the  bill,  and  a  direa  vote  on  the  record  in  refer- 
ence to  it  avoided.  It  was  on  that  occasion,  and 
it  was  in  reference  to  a  transaction  of  that  kind, 
that  I  was  addressing  the  House  when  I  made 
the  remarks  to  which  exception  is  now  taken. 
Perhaps  my  remarks  were  a  little  fervid,  slightly 
florid,  more  so  than  I  desire  to  make  them  upon 
this  occasion.  I  wish  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  if 
I  was  not  justified  in  my  remarks  then,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  the  entire  extent  as  the  gentle- 
man underatood  them. 

I  deem  it  best  new,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  point  out 
to  my  friend  from  Ohio  the  extent  to  which  I  think 
I  was  justified  in  what  I  said  of  postmasters  and 
mail  agents,  end  officen  under  the  last  and  the 
present  Administrations;  and  I  will  incidentally 
notice  what  he  has  now  said  on  the  same  subject. 

I  do  not  propose  to  stop  and  discuss  the  matter 
here  at  any  length.  If  there  were  abases  in  the 
Post  Office  Department  committed  under  the  last 
Administration,  which  I  deny,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  failed  both  to  assert  and  to  prove,  I 
have  nothing  to  say  by  way  of  extenuation.  Sir, 
some  of  the  members  of  the  last  Administration 
were  my  personal  friends.  Its  distinguished  head 
was,  and  is,  an  honest  and  a  pure  man.  If  Ad- 
ministrations that  succeed  that  one  shall  be  able 
to  leave  office  with  the  country  as  prosperous, 
with  the  people  ss  contented  and  happy,  and  with 
sentiments  as  firmly  attached  to  the  Union,  with 
as  few  abuses  in  office,  and  as  much  general  re- 
spect, it  will,  in  my  judgment,  be  happy  for  the 
country,  and  highly  honorable  to  the  incumbents. 
But,  sir,  I  say  if  such  abuses  did  exist,  I  did  not 


'wink  at  them,  nor  did  they  have  my  sanction  or 
my  vote.  I  am  billing  to  leave  it  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  hims«f  to  pronounce  juogment 
upon  my  votes  in  the  last  or  the  present  Congreaa. 
I  have  voted  for  the  right  and  against  the  wrong, 
to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  unawed  and  unae- 
duced  by  those  about  me. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  a  Democratic  Houae  and 
Senate  that  passed  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1853,  to  which  the  gentleman  refera.  Such  a 
House  and  such  a  Senate  had  that  matter  under 
their  control,  and  the  gentleman  will  excuse  me 
for  reminding  him  of  the  fact.  He  says  that  that 
House  and  that  Senate  passed,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  Congress,  alaw  which  reduced  the  compensa- 
tion to  postmasters.  I  do  not  now  stop  to  dis- 
pute or  admit  his  allegation  to  be  true,  but  I  will 
assume  it  to  be  so,  and  that  he  is  right  in  hia 
statement.  Now,  sir,  who  passed  the  law?  Un- 
der what  cry  was  it  done  ?  What  excuse  was 
given  to  the  country  for  doing  it?  Did  not  the 
gentleman  have  the  benefit  upon  that  occasion 
of  crying  extravagance  against  the  Administra- 
tion who  BO  poorly  paid  its  postmastera  then, 
and  is  he  not  a  little  fearful  that  I  shall  raise  the 
same  cry  against  this  unlimited  increase  of  their 
compensation  now  ?  My  friend  says  that  his  com- 
mittee has  agreed  to  report  a  bill  to  give  the  same 
compeitsation  to  the  mail  agent  in  California  who 
preceded  the  present  one,  as  has  been  given  in  the 
deficiency  bill  to  the  present  agent. 

Believing  it  wrong,  as  I  most  certainly  do,  to 
give  the  great  increase  of  compensation  which  baa 
been  bestowed  upon  the  present  agent,  I  most  cer- 
tainly shall  vote  against  giving  a  like  largess  to 
any  preceding  agent.  Whig  or  Democrat;  I  b^ 
the  House  to  notice,  however,  that  although  the 
old  agent's  services  were  rendered  before  the  pres- 
ent lucky  incumbent  came  into  power,  yet  under 
the  adroit  leaiTand  generalship  of  my  friend  from 
Ohio,  the  present  agent,  good  partisan  as  he  is, 
has  already  pocketM  his  increase  of  pay,  whikt 
my  poor  Whig  friend  has  nothing  better  to  live 
upon  than  the  promise,  futureana  contingentof  a 
Democratic  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  with  my  distinguished  friend  at  its  head. 
How  strangely,  Mr.  Speaker,  some  things  woik; 
and  how  unfortanate  that  ray  friend  from  Ohie 
should  have  no  means  of  staunching  his  bleeding 
sympathy  for  the  old  agent,  except  a  liberal  prom- 
ise. All  his  ready  means  have  gone  to  the  new 
Democratic  agent. 

I  again  assure  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  I  have 
no  desire  to  attack  him,  or  apeak  unkindly  of  him, 
or  of  any  other  member  of  this  House;  but  my 
friend  seems  desirous  of  having  these  things  frank- 
ly talked  down  this  mornins,  and  I  am  glad  to 
meet  him  in  the  spirit  in  which  he  has  met  me, 
for  I  believe  there  has  always  been  good  feeling 
between  us. 

Another  thing  the  gentleman  complains  of.  He 
says  I  charged  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  with  having  recommended  an  increase 
of  compensation,  to  commence  from  the  time  when 
the  Democratic  party,  or  the  present  Administra- 
tion, came  into  power.  If  the  charge  is  untrue,  it 
is  my  desire  to  retract  it;  but,  sir,  1  fear  it  is  bat 
too  true.  1  will  try  the  matter  by  the  record,  and 
that  record  is  the  gentleman's  own  proviso  to  this 
bill.    I  will  read  it  from  the  bill  itself: 

"Providtd  fuTther,  Thm  to  any  poatmaim  oTuy  dis- 
tribQiing  and  leparatlng  office,  who«e  commisviOD  may  be 
reduced  below  the  amount  allowed  out  orhis  office  rortba 
year  ending  30th  June,  1851,  ihe  Postmaster  General  shall 
lie  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  allow  sucli  additional 
compensation  at  he  may  deem  jtropert  tttcA  eormpeHfotwn 
to  iaU  and  to  be  aUoieUfrom  tieatuhday  of  March,  1853." 

Mr.  OLDS.    So  I  stated. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Yes,  so  the  gentleman  did  slate. 
And  what  he  stated  himself,  ia  the  very  thing  he 
complains  of  me  for  stating.  For  that  is  the  very 
proposition  I  made,  and  I  could  not  do  otherwise; 
for  It  was  so  in  the  bill,  and  so  the  gentleman  had 
to  state  it.  Very  well,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentle- 
man had  reference  to  the  bill  before  the  House,  and 
if  he  measures  by  the  point  of  compensation  re- 
ferred to  in  the  act  of  1851,  why  does  he  begin  the 
increase  only  afUr  the  3lBt  of  March,  1853?  Why, 
Mr.  Speaker, ifthis  increased  compensation  is  just, 
why  not  extend  it  to  the  Whig  postmastera  who 
were  in  office  prior  to  the  31st  of^ March,  \8S3i  I 
would  like  the  gentleman  to  explain  why  he  does 
not  make  thebilltogobackinits  operation  to  1851 
instead  of  to  1853?  For  b^inning  on  theSlst  of 
March,  18SS,  it  will  be  noticed  from  thenceforth. 
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the  Poatmaater  Oenenil  is  to  have  an  unlimited 
discretion  over  the  public  funds  of  his  office,  and 
may  give  \hefls  distributing  gentlemen  any  sum 
hepleaaes. 

Aa  I  said  before,  the  machinery  for  disposing 
of  these  poor  Whig  postmaeters  who  had  been 
quietly  discharged  from  that  date,  without  un- 
hmited  extra  compensation  from  1851  to  1853,  the 
machinery,  sir,  for  taking  off  their  heads  was  well 
oiled,  aharpenMi,and  put  in  operation  by  ihe  31st 
of  March,  1853,  and  inaemnch  as  heads  oegan  to 
fall  then  under  its  operation,  my  friend  will  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  say,  for  no  other  reason  on  earth,  but 
that  it  was  fixed  aa  the  time  when  thia  unlimited 
extra  compensation  should  begin. 

Now,  as  to  the  question  of  the  consistency  of 
the  gentleman,  there  are  a  few  other  words  wnich 
I  wish  to  say  for  his  benefit.  My  friend  says 
that  we  reduced  the  compensation  of  postmasters 
last  session.  Now,  I  repeat,  I  have  not  the 
proper  information  to  enable  me  to  say  whether 
their  compensation  was  reduced  or  not.  I  know 
a  bill  was. passed,  and  became  a  law  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1853.  I  thought  it  did  not  reduce  the 
compensation,  but  of  that  I  am  not  quite  sure. 
But  I  do  know  that  after  the  close  of  last  aeaaion, 
thia  compenaation  was  not  as  high  as  this  bill  of 
the  gentleman  fixes  it.  The  same  chairman  of 
the  same  committee,  who,  on  the  3d  day  of  March , 
1853,  came  into  this  House,  and  persuaded  the 
House  to  cut  down  that  compensation,  if  that  bill 
did  cut  it  down,  now  comes  to  the  House  and 
aaka  to  put  it  back  again;  nay,  sir,  not  to  put  it 
back  again,  but,  as  I  shall  show  to  the  House,  to 
give  a  larger  percentage — a  greatly  increased  com- 
pensation. Yes,  sir,  it  is  much  incretued  under 
this  bill  without  reference  to  the  increased  rates 
of  postage  provided  for  by  the  other  bill  reported 
by  tne gentleman. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  the  sict  of  March  3, 
1853,  the  compensation  to  postmasters  per  quarter 
was  placed,  on  all  sums  not  exceeding  $100,  at 
fifty  per  cent,  where  the  mail  should  arrive  before 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  not  until  after  five  next 
morning;  and  making  it  sixty  per  cent,  where  the 
mail  should  arrive  in  the  intermediate  time.  This 
compensation  is  now  put,  by  this  bill  of  my  friend 
from  Ohio,  at  sixty  per  cent,  in  one  instance,  and 
serenty  in  the  other,  giving  in  each  case  ten  dol- 
lars more  compensation  on  every  flOO  received 
by  the  postmaster.  So  when  the  compensation 
ranges  over  #100,  and  is  less  than  |400  per 
quarter  by  the  act  of  March  3,1853,  the  percent- 
age was  fixed  at  forty;  but  by  the  bill  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  and  which,  upon  his  recom- 
mendation and  under  his  auspices,  the  House 
passed ,  it  is  raised  from  forty  up  to  fifty  per  cent: 
On  sums  over  f400,  and  between  that  and  $3,400 
per  quarter,  it  was  raised  from  twenty-five  per 
cent,  up  to  forty  per  cent.,  being  fifteen  dollara  on 
each  |100.  On  all  sums  over  fSi,400  per  quarter, 
1  believe  the  percentage  was  allowed  to  remain  the 
same.  Then  the  commissions  on  distribution  was 
raised  from  ten  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.; 
and  thia  came  from  the  same  committee  which  is 
now  asking  the  House  to  give  the  distributing  and 
aepareting  postmasters,  whom  I  have  indicated, 
any  sum  which  the  Postmaster  General  is  willing 
Co  see  them  receive,  without  any  limit  or  restraint 
whatever. 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  is.  not  all.  1  propose  to  go 
just  a  atep  further,  and  see  what  my  friend  from 
Ohio  is  doing;  for  I  told  the  committee,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  which  he  complains,  that  what  we  then 
had  under  consideration  was  not  the  only  diffi- 
culty nor  the  only  wrong.  I  said  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  having  succeeded  in  increasing  the 
percentage  to  postmastera  on  the  sums  they  now 
receive,  his  next  step  was  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  rates  of  postage. 
And  just  in  proportion  as  Be  increased  the  rates  of 
postage,  of  course  he  would  increase  the  compen- 
aation to  postmasters,  over  and  above  what  they 
will  get  under  this  bill  so  increasing  their  percent- 
age. Well,  air,  the  gentleman  told  aa,  and  aatis- 
fied  the  Houae,  that  in  this  bill  under  considera- 
tion, increasing  compensation,  the  compensation 
which  he  proposed  would  be  satisfactory  this 
time  to  an  the  postmastera — nobody  was  to  com- 
plain after  that;  even  the  most  hungry  postmas- 
ter was  to  be  entirely  gorged  and  satisfied:  satis- 
fied, at  least,  until  my  friend  could  find  another 
opportunity  to  persuade  the  Houae  to  give  them 
another  lift. 


Now,  air,  the  object  of  increaaing  the  poalage, 
he  says,  is  to  make  up  some  two  million  of  dol- 
lara dieficiency  in  the  revenues  of  the  Poet  Office 
Department.  It  does  not  change  the  rate  per 
centum  of  the  postmastera,  he  tells  us.  Very 
well,  sir,  if  it  does  not,  then  you  give  to  the  post- 
masters, under  this  new  bill,  increaaing  the  rates 
of  postage,  if  it  is  passed,  a  percentage  again. 
Yes,  sir,  an  additional  compensation  upon  the 
two  millions  deficiency,  dividing  it  among  them 
according  to  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  by 
each.  Now,  air,  I  ask,  is  not  thia  doing  itatrong  ? 
Sir,  it  amounts  to  more  than  it  may  appear  to 
membera  of  this  House  upon  the  firat  impression. 
For  instance,  take  a  post  office  which  yields  a 
revenue  of  $300  under  the  present  rate  of  postage, 
on  which  the  postmasterreceives  sixlyper centum, 
if  the  duties  are  performed  during  daylight,  and 
seventy  per  centum  if  in  the  dark — for  I  notice 
that  compensation  goes  up,  with  my  friend,  aa 
you  get  in  dark  places,  [laughter;]  under  thia 
new  Dill,  increasing  the  rate  of  postage  from  three 
to  five  cents,  that  post  office  will  yield  a  revenue 
of  $500.  So  that,  instead  of  getting  sixty  or  sev- 
enty per  centum  upon  $300,  the  postmaster  will 
get  his  sixty  or  seventy  per  centum  upon  the 
increased  sum  of  $500,  which  thepostoffice  yields. 

Well  now,  although  when  I  made  those  remarks 
upon  the  deficiency  bill,  of  which  the  gentleman 
complains,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  House 
that  i(  was  unjust  and  improper  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  that  mail  agent  for  California,  and 
although  1  then  only  glanced  at  these  things  inci- 
dentally, simply  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
my  position  there,  I  submit  to  my  friend  himself, 
[Mr.  Olds,]  upon  a  brief  review  of  them  here,  if 
they  do  not  make  out  a  perfect  justification,  at 
leaat  a  good,  reasonable  juatification,  of  what  I 
then  said? 

I  do  not  propose  to  atop  and  enter  into  any  ar- 
gument with  my  friend  as  to  whose  interest  it  is 
ukely  to  affect,  if  you  increase  the  rates  of  postage. 
I  am  firmly  and  permanently  opposed  to  an  m- 
crAise  of  it  The  gentleman  was  rather  incljned 
to  be  a  little  facetious  upon  me  because  upon  that 
occasion  I  alluded  to  servant  girls  and  servant 
men,  aa  those  upon  whom  this  increased  rate  of 
postage  would  bear  grievously  and  heavily,  and 
ne  rather  intimated  that  my  affection  and  good 
will  towards  servant  girls  and  servant  men  would 
havabeen  better  exhibited  if  I  had  gone  to  him, 
instead  of  taking  care  of  them  and  their  interest  on 
this  floor  and  in  the  face  of  the  House.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 1  have  nothine  to  do  with  them,  which  I  am 
unwilling,  sir,  to  do  in  the  face  of  the  House. 
[Laughter.]  Can  my  friend  say  as  much .'  Sir, 
I  know  he  can,  and  I  acquit  him  of  all  design  to 
injure  or  oppress  them. 

Now,  sir,  what  I  said  about  servant  girls  and 
servant  men  on  that  occasion,  I  deemed  very 
legitimate  and  proper.  My  friend  behind  me  from 
South  Carolina  told  me,  at  the  time,  that  I  had 
carried  him  with  me  in  a  part  of  that  reference. 
[Renewed  laughter.]  But,  to  be  serious,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  referred  on  that  occasion  to  various 
classes  on  whom  the  change  would  be  a  great 
burden,  and,  among  others,  I  mentioned  servant 
men  and  servant  girls,  as  deserving  peraons,  upon 
whom  this  increase  of  postage  would  be  a  great 
burden  that  their  little  hard-earned  means  would 
scarcely  enable  them  to  support.  Sir,  I  wanted 
the  committee  then  to  feel  that  there  were  other 
interests  here  besides  steam,  and  railroad,  and  cor- 
poration interests,  and  grants  of  alternate  sections, 
which  thnt  legislation  might  affect  unfavorably, 
although  such  other  interests  could  not  be  heard 
upon  this  floor,  or  advocated  here  with  such  zeal 
as  the  interests  of  these  other  classes.  And  I  hope 
my  friend  [Mr.  Oldb]  will  not  seek,  hereafter,  to 
put  forth  any  improper  inuendoes  against  me,  or 
"whiattenudowntht  uiiMd"because  I  ctioose  to  look 
to  those  humble  interests,  as  well  aa  to  those  of 
greater  magnitude,  whether  political  or  pecuniary. 
This  is  the  long  and  short  of  the  whole  matter. 
This  bill,  in  my  judgment,  ought  not  to  become  a 
law.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate  is  worse  than 
the  bill;  and  1  am  opposed  to  it.  I  desire  to  say 
now  all  1  intend  to  say  in  reference  to  the  sugges- 
tions which  the  gentleman  has  made,  as  to  the 
course  which  I  took  upon  the  former  occasion, 
already  referred  to. 

In  my  judgment,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  oe  passed  by  the  House.  It  is  an 
odious  one,  take  whichever  horn  of  the  dilemma 


you  choose,  ifitisjtist,  it  should  extend  back 
to  1851.  If  it  is  unjust,  it  should  not  be  enacted 
at  all.  I  say  the  amendment  ought  to  \>e  rejected 
by  the  House,  and  the  whole  matter  should  be  put 
in  a  shape  where  we  can  get  at  that  proviso  in 
the  bill  and  strike  it  out,  or  the  bill  ought  to  be 
defeated. 

I  feel  that  I  did  not  discharge  my  duty  to  the 
country  in  not  rising  to  object  to  this  provision 
when  the  bill  was  first  before  the  House.  I  was 
on  the  point  of  doing  it,  and  I  recollect  feeling  un- 
pleasantly because  I  did  not,  on  leaving  the  House 
on  that  occasion.  But  the  fact  is,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  eloquence  of  my  friend  from  Ohio  quite  over- 
came, for  the  time  being,  my  disposition  to  op- 
pose the  measure,  though  my  better  sense  returned 
to  me  as  soon  aa  I  got  into  the  open  air.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Now,  sir,  I  object  to  this  amendment  of  the 
Senate;  and  although  I  do  not  suppose  twenty 
men  in  the  House,  and  perhaps  not  ten,  will  stand 
by  me,  yet  i  will  object  to  it,  if  necessary,  and 
oppose  it  alone.  I  will  vote  against  it,  and  will 
vote  against  every  proposition  of  the  kind  that  pro- 
poses to  make  such  a  diterimination  in  favor  of 
the  postmaaters  who  have  been  appointed  since 
the  31st  of  March,  1853,  and  stopping  there.  It 
is  an  unfair,  and  unjust,  and,  I  believe,  a  very  im> 
proper  species  of  legislation. 

Firat,  the  House  increases  the  percentage  of 
the  postmasters;  next  in  order,  to  increase  the  reve- 
nueof  the  Department  sufficiently  to  meet  these  in- 
creased expenses,  they  raise  the  rates  of  postage, 
which  has  the  effect  of  again  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  postmasters.  Well,  sir,  having 
brought  the  House  up  to  that  point — and,  really, 
there  is  nothing  like  training  a  House  when  a 
great  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished — then  it  is 
proposed  to  go  back  and  give  this  increased  com- 
pensation to  all  the  deputy  postmasters,  from  and 
after  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  limiting  it  only  by 
the  limitless  discretion  of  whoever  may  happen 
to  be  Postmaster  General. 

Sir,  I  object  to  all  these  propositions,  and  I  object 
specially  to  this  third  one.  i  care  nothing  what- 
ever about  politics  in  reference  to  this  matter  one 
way  or  theother.  I  care  not  whether  the  discrim- 
ination will  operate  in  favor  of  one  party  or  the 
other.  I  have  never  allowed  myself  to  be  con- 
trolled by  political  eonaiderationa  in  iiiy  action 
upon  measures  of  general  importance.  But,  sir,  I 
do  object  to  thia  Senate  amendment  for  the  rea- 
sons I  have  stated,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
concur  in  it. 

Then,  again,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  another  thing.  Thia  amendment  veata 
in  the  Poatmaater  General  enlarged,  unlimited  die- 
eretion,  which  ought  not  to  be  vested  in  that  officer, 
with  all  his  multifarious  duties.  TheSenale  amend- 
ment reads  thus : 

At  pace  two,  line  twenty,  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
*<  provided,"  sad  Insert  In  lieu  Uiereof  as.rollowa: 

Tbat  to  any  poetnisslar  of  a  dialribuiing  office  at  which 
llie  cominisaioiis,  allowances,  and  emolument,  since  the 
31«t  day  of  March,  1853,  have  been  IntuBicient  to  d«rray 
tbe  actual  and  neceaiary  expenses,  and  afford  the  post- 
masters the  annual  compensation  derived  from  conimla- 
aiona  at  the  office  before  said  dOtii  of  March,  the  Postmaa- 
ter  General  may,  in  his  discretion,  allow  quarterly  from  the 
date  aforesaid,  out  of  tiie  postages  collected  at  any  such 
office,  an  amount  sufficient  to  supply  such  deficiency:  Pro- 
vUled/wfthtr,ThAi  to  any  postmaster  of  a  separating  office, 
at  any  anch  office,  whose  commissions,  allowances,  nnd 
emolumenis  may  be  (bund  insufficient  to  provide  the  extra 
labor  necessary  to  a  prompt  and  efficient  performance  of 
the  duties  of  separatine  and  dispatching  Ihe  mails  passing 
throngh  his  office,  the  Postmaster  General  may  make  such 
quarterly  allowances  out  of  tbe  postages  collected  at  such 
office  ss  he  may  deem  tafficient  to  compeoaaie  such  extra 
labor.  Thia  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  fiscal  quarter  after  its 
passage. 

Now,  I  want  the  Houae  to  look  once  more  at 
thia  mode  of  regulating  the  compensation  of  these 
officers.  First  you  increase  and  regulate  it  up  for 
those  now  in  office,  then  you  regulate  and  increase 
tbe  rates  of  postage  up,  so  as  nearly  to  double  the 
compensation  first  fixed.  Then  you  propose  to 
regulate  it  back  to  1853  in  favor  of  a  favored  few; 
and  lastly,  you  propose  to  give  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral the  power  of  r%ulating  it,  and  increasing  it 
up  to  any  point  he  chooses.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  as  far  as  human  ingenuity  can  well  go. 
We  certainly  ought  not  to  confer  this  discretionary 
power  upon  theFostmaster  Genera),  or  upon  ony 
Executive  officer.  We  had  better  keep  thisspeeies 
of  power  and  discretion  in  our  own  hands. 
•  But,  air,  I  had  no  intention  of  going  into  any 
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elaborate  discunion  of  thii  measure.  J  did  not 
intend  to  have  said  anything  at  ail  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  poiitica;  and  1  should  not,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  not,  somehow  or  other,  rather 
coaxed  me  on,  and  seduced  me  into  it.  1  will  not 
detain  the  House  longer;  but  will  close  by  again  . 
expressing  the  hope  that  this  bill  will  not  be  al-  I 
lowed  to  become  a  law. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  trust  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  gathered  from  the  temper  of  my  for- 
mer remarks  that  I  treasured  up  no  ill  will  against 
him  for  anything  he  had  said.  What  I  said  was 
said  in  the  spirit  of  kindness,  and  I  assure  him 
now,  as  1  have  always  assured  him,  that  1  have 
appreciated  his  many  acts  of  kindness,  and  hare 
awarded  him  a  desire  to  further  wholesome  legis- 
lation for  the  country,  not  only  under  a  Demo- 
cratic but  also  under  a  Whig  Administration. 

But,  sir,  I  could  wish  the  remarks  which  I  have 
made  to-day  would  have  the  same  influence  on 
the  gentleman,  the  same  soothing  and  coaxing 
in0uence,  that  those  of  the  other  (lay  had  on  him 
when  the  House  unanimously  passed  the  bill. 

1  do  not  want  the  gentleman  to  go  away  con- 
science-smitten in  reference  to  any  vote  he  may 
give;  and  I  think   I   could  convince   him,  if  he 
would  listen  to  me,  that  the  faults  he  finds  against 
this  bill  have  no  existence  in  fact — none  whatever. 
His  main  charge  is,  that  the  bill  gives  discretion- 
ary power  to  the  Postmaster  General  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  posimasters  at  the  distributing 
and  separating  offices  to  those  who  do  not  now, 
under  present  commissions,  receive  an  adequate 
reward  for  the  labors  which  they  have  to  perform. 
His  objection  is,  that  you  permit  the  Postmaster 
Oenenil,  in  his  discretion,  to  go  back  to  the  Slst 
day  of  March,  1853,  and  do  not  permit  him  to  go 
back  to  the  30th  day  of  March,  1851.     Now,  if 
the  gentleman  will  turn  to  the  act,  of  3d  March, 
1851,  he  wilt  finil.  in  that  very  act,  for  which  the 
gentleman  no  doubt  gave  his  vote — the  gentleman 
says  he  was  not  here — very  well,  then.     In  the 
act  of  1851,  I  say,  that  the  gentleman  will  find 
that  we  gave  the  then  Postmaster  General  pre- 
cisely the  same  power  proposed  to  be  extended  to 
that  officer  of  the  Government  by  this  bill.     We 
then  gave  the  power  to  the  Postmaster  General  to 
increase  the  compensation,  not  of  the  distributing 
and  separating  officers,  but  of  all  the  deputy  post- 
masters of  the  country ,  and  ho  w  ?    He  was  to  give 
them  as  much  commission  as  they  received  during 
the  quarter  ei^ding  30lh  June,  1851.    No,  sir,  we 
did  not  stop  there;  we  not  only  ^ave  the  Post- 
master General  power  to  give  such  increased  com- 
pensation  as    would    make    their    commissions 
what  they  were  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June, 
1851,  but  to  exceed  even  that  amount  by  twenty 
per  cent.    That  is  what  we  did,  sir.    Under  that 
provision,  in   that  act,  all  the  postmasters  from 
1851  to  1853,  received  that  increased  compensa- 
tion.   Distributing  and  separating  offices  were  not 
only  included ,  as  in  this  bill,  but  the  increased  com- 
pensation was'provided  for  all  the  postmasters  of 
the  country.    Their  compensation  was  increased 
to  what  they  received  for  the  quarter  ending  30th 
June,  1851;  and,   in   the  discretion  of  the  Post- 
master General  was  to  be  still  further  increased  i 
by  twenty  per  cent.    These  officers  did  receive  | 
that  increased   compensation  from  30th  March,  i 
1851  to  31st  March,  1853;  but  under  the  act  of  | 
3d  March,  1853,  we  repealed  that  discretionary  | 
power.     Under  that  repeal,  up  to  the  present  time,  j 
the  Postmaster  General  has  nad  no  discretionary  I 
power,  and   deputy  postmasters,  consequently,  i 
have  had  no  increased  compensation,  such  as  was  j 
allowed  from  1851  to  1853.    Does  the  gentleman  I 
still  contend  that  this  bill  deals  unjustly  by  such  j 
deputy  postmasters  as  held  office  from  1851  to  I 
1853?    Will   he  still  persist  in  such  assertions, 
when  he  is  told  that  they  did  receive  this  extra 
compensation  from  the  Postmaster  General?    If 
he  will  turn  to  the  accounts  of  the  deputy  post- 
masters, he  will  find  that  those  of  1851, 1852,  and 
1853,  received  thirty-five  per  cent,  more  than  those 
who  have  held  the  offices  since  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1853.     It  is  to  remedy  the  injustice  done  i 
to  deputy  postmasters  bv  the  act  of  the  3d   of 
March,  1853,  that  this  bill  has  been  introduced. 

There  is  no  injustice  in  this  matter.  If  you 
permit  the  Postmaster  General  now  to  go  back  to 
the  31st  Marqh,  1851,  and  give  increased  com- 
pensation frottt  that  lime,  you  will  do  injustice 
by  twice  giving  increased  compensation;  and  by 
(iving  it  when  it  is  not  needed.    What  is  ther^ 


strange  in  the  fact  that  the  same  committee,  that 
reported  the  act  of  the  3U  March,  1853,  should 
now  be  disposed  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
these  posimasters,  whose  commissions  were  re- 
duced fully  thirty-five  per  cent,  by  that  act  below 
what  the  committee  and  Cougress  intended?  1 
state  to  the  House,  thai  the  intention  of  ihe  com- 
mittee, the  intention  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  the  intention  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  at  that  time,  was  not  to  reduce  the 
compensation  of  deputy  postmasters,  but  to  fix  and 
establish  it.  Under  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1851,  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
with  all  his  clerical  force,  could  not  settle  the 
quarterly  accounts  of  the  more  than  twenty  thou- 
sand postmasters.  To  remedy  this  evil,  he  recom- 
mended to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  fix  a  compensation.  He  submitted 
his  estimates.  1  said  that  these  estimates  proved 
his  to  be  erroneous;  and  under  those  erroneous 
estimates  we  reduced  the  compensation  of  deputy 
postmasters  full  thirty-five  per  cent,  below  what 
It  was  prior  to  the  31st  March,  1853. 

In  consequence  of  the  erroneous  estimates  then 
furnished  by  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Post  Office  Department,  we  have  been 
compelled  to  report  this  bill.  I  think,  then,  that  1 
am  sufficiently  understood  upon  that  point.  The 
bill  explains  itself.  I  demonstrated  to  this  House, 
when  I  his  bill  passed  the  H  ouae  the  other  day,  that 
the  large  distributing  offices,  after  paying  clerk 
hire,  office  rent  dtc,  were  minus  not  only  their 
whole  commissions,  but  had  to  take  their  own 
money  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  office 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter.  I  might  take  a  post 
office  in  my  own  district,  the  one  at  Columbus,  to 
illustrate.  The  deputy  postmaster  at  that  place, 
after  paying  his  office  rent  and  bU  clerk  hire,  and 
the  incidental  expenses  of  his  office,  found  himself 
absolutely  minus  forty  dollars  at  the  end  of  the 
quarter,  which  he  had  to  pay  outof  hisown  pocket, 
without  receiving  from  the  Government  a  single 
cent  of  compensation.  It  is  to  meet  such  cases 
that  the  Senate  and  House  agreed  to  give  the  Post- 
master General  power  to  go  back  and  allow  post- 
masters in  distributing  and  separating  offices  such 
compensation,  to  take  effect  from  the  3d  of  March, 
1853,  up  to  this  time,  as  will  be  reasonable  and 
just.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Ha- 
ven] seems  to  have  fallen  into  an  error  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  from  the  fact  that  we  do  not  propose 
to  give  this  discretionary  power  to  the  Postmaster 
General  in  all  cases. 

1  said  thn  rooming  that  the  provision  was  to 
allow  the.  Postmaster  General  discretion  to  give 
increasedcompensation,  over  and  above  the  com- 
missions fixed  in  this  bill,  to  distributing  and  sepa- 
rating offices  only.  There  are  perhaps  two  or  three 
hundred  such  offices  out  of  twenty-three  thousand 
post  offices  in  the  United  States.  This  act  does 
not  take  effect  upon  all  deputy  postmasters,  ex- 
cept at  distributing  and  separating  offices,  till  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  fiscal  quarter  after 
its  passase.  It  is  retrospective  only  upon  distrib- 
uting and  separating  offices.  Of  the  twenty -three 
thousand  postmasters  in  the  country,  it  acts  retro- 
spectively only  upon  such  officers  as  have  imposed 
upon  them  an  increased  amount  of  labor  and  di- 
minished compensation,  and  whereat  the  end  of 
the  quarter  they  are  obliged  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  office  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

Well,  now,  I  do  not  propose  by  this  bill  before 
the  House  to  restore  the  commission  to  postmas- 
ters to  what  it  was  under  the  late  Administration 
within  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  therefore  permit  me  to  say 
that  his  arguments  do  not  apply.  We  are  in  this 
bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  postmasters,  but 
did  not  entertain  the  idea  of  thereby  increasing  the 
rates  of  postage;  we  leave  the  increaseof  compen- 
sation to  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
as  heretofore. 

Mr,  HAVEN.  As  my  friend  from  Ohio  seems 
to  be  entering  on  another  part  of  the  subject,  he 
will  excuse  me  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  OLDS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  did  not  notice  particularly 
what  my  friend  said  in  relation  to  the  discretion 
heretofore  given  to  the  Postmaster  General,  but  I 
suppose  he  refers  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
1851  reducing  the  postage.  1  wish  now  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  that  section.  I  will  read 
it,  so  that  the  House  may  understand  the  whole  of 
this  port  of  the  subject.    It  will  be  found  in  vol- 


ume 9  of  the  United  Slates  Statutes  at  L^rge,  at 

page  590. 
That  section  is  as  follows:  • 

••  Sbc.  6.  ^ni  it  it  further  etuuled.  That  lo  any  pa«- 
maatvr  wliote  conimifsiotui  may  tw  reduced  below  ili« 
amount  allowed  al  hiH  office  lor  Uie  year  ending  ihe  JOtti 
day  of  June.  1951,  and  whose  labor*  may  be  lncrean>d,tfae 
PoHlniuter  Geiieml  ihtill  Iw  auUlonzed,inbU  di»cretioa,to 
iHow  wch  addiUooal  compenulion  b>  be  may  deem  jaN 
and  proper." 

Now,  notice  this  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  biD 
had  stopped  there,  the  compensation  would  have 
been  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Poatmos- 
ter  General,  as  in  the  gentleman 's  [Mr.  Ou>s] 
bill.  But  it  goes  on  and  provides  further,  ana 
here  is  where  a  portion  of  this  great  wrong  com- 
mences.   Notice  now  the  proviso: 

"  ProtUei,  That  the  whole  amount  of  eoromlMOM 
allowed  aucta  poatinaaier  during  any  fiscal  year  aliall  lut 
exceed  6y  more  then  twenty  per  centum  Ibe  aioouot  ofcna- 
iniaiioiK  al  aucb  office  for  the  year  eodinf  the  ittib  day  ct 
June,  ll»l." 

No#,  sir,  the  provision  in  the  bill  of  the  i^eii- 
tieman  from  Ohio  takes  away,  leaves  out  all  lioit 
whatever  to  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  Gea- 
eral.  It  strikes  out  the  twenty  per  cent,  clause. 
If  the  pay  under  that  law  was  sufficient  when  the 
discretion  was  limited  to  twenty  per  cent.,  why 
does  this  bill  obliterate  such  limit?  Why  does 
it  make  such  discretion  boundless,  and  place  the 
whole  revenues  of  the  Department  under  the  con- 
trol of  Ihe  Postmiwter  General,  to  be  paid  out  as 
he  may  see  fit  to  these  political  favorites  ?  Sir,  I 
repeat  it,  in  this  bill  the  discretion  of  the  Post- 
master General  is  not  limited,  as  it  was  under  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  of  1851,  to  twenty  per 
cent.  Beyond  that  limit  former  Posimasters  Gen- 
eral could  not  go  under  that  law.  I  undertook 
to  demonstrate  to  the  House,  that  if  a  new  pott- 
age bill  were  passed,  it  would  not  only  increase  the 
income  of  postmasters  to  the  extent  of  the  addi- 
tional percentage  on  the  increased  revenues  or 
receipts,  which  I  believe  would  greatly  exceed 
their  compensation  under  the  old  law,  but  that 
their  compensation  might  also  be  increased  by 
the  Postmaster  GeneriQ  up  to  twenty  per  cenL 
The  matter,  however,  is  much  worse  than  I  had 
supposed ;  for  this  proviso  leaving  out,  as  it  does, 
the  limit  of  twenty  per  cent.,  enables  the  Post- 
master General  to  go  without  limit  up  to  thirty, 
fifty,  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent.  The  whole  matter  is  left  to  the  unregulated 
discretion  and  political  sympatlties  of  the  Post- 
master General.  Sir,  this  is  bad  legislation,  and 
1  enter  my  protest  against  it,  from  whatever  party 
it  may  emanate. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  think  that 
I  am  yet  understood  by  my  friend  from  Ne« 
York,  [Mr.  Havbn.I  I  must  be  very  obtuse  this 
morning,  or  I  could  succeed  in  making  myscif 
understood.  This  increased  compensation  hu 
no  proportion,  from  the  fact  that,  out  of  the  4  weniy- 
three  thousand  postmasters  in  the  United  Stato, 
it  does  not  propose  to  give  discretion  to  the  Post- 
master General  in  more  than  two  or  three  hun- 
dred cases. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    Read  the  section. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  will  find,  by  ref- 
erence to  the  bill,  that  as  regards  these  twenty- 
three  thousand  deputy  postmastera,  no  discretion 
whatever  is  given  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
with  the  exceptionof  those  of  the  distributing  and 
separating  offices.  But  permit  rae  here  to  say, 
for  the  benefit  of  my  associates  on  that  committee, 
that  this  was  the  very  issue  between  the  Post- 
master General  and  the  committee. 

He  wished  that  discretionary  power  should  be 
left  to  him  in  regard  toall  the  deputy  postmasters, 
contending  that  this  would  save  money  to  the 
Treasury.  But  the  committee  refused  to  give 
him  discretionary  power  with  r^eird  to  these 
tweniy-three  thousand  deputy  postmasters,  re- 
stricting the  discretion  to  those  of  separating  and 
distributing  offices.  Now,  sir,  I  will  read  again 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  reducing  the  postage: 


"  -ffiil  t<  it  Juriker  enacted.  That  to  aay  paataMMC 
whoaa  commiMlons  may  be  reduced  below  ibr  aunoani  al- 
lowed St  his  office,  for  the  year  ending  tJie  30tli  day  of 
June,  1851,  and  wliote  labors  may  be  increased.'^ 

Why,  sir,  the  labors  of  all  deputy  poatmastos 
have  been  increased  by  the  reduction  of  postage, 
from  the  fact  that  more  mail  matter  is  transmitted, 
and  has  to  be  distributed  and  delivered,  in  eoose- 

auence  of  such  cheap  postage.    At  least  such  is 
le  constniclion  given  to  it  by  the  Deportmaat. 
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"  Ths  Poatmuter  General  alMll  b«  aiitboriseil,  in  hia 
discrerinn,  la  allow  eucti  adiliuon*!  coiopeuaaliou  u  be 
may  deem  Juki  and  proper.'* 

This  iliscietion,  under  a  Whig  Administration, 
applied  to  all  the  post  offices.  Now,  we  propose 
to  restrict  it  to  some  two  or  three  hundred  out  of 
the  tweDtjr-three  thousand,  if  the  gentleman  saw 
no  wrong  in  it  under  a  Whig  Administration  when 
applied  to  the  twenty-three  thousand  offices,  surely 
he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  it  when  we  have  re- 
stricted it  to  some  two  or  three  hundred  offices. 

Now,  l\dr.  Speaker,  I  have  ezpluned  the  amend- 
ment to  which  the  gentleman  objects  so  much,  and 
I  think  he  will  be  willing  to  acknowledge  that  I 
have  done  nothing  but  what  is  reasonaible  and 
just,  and  that  I  have  done  just  as  I  would  have 
done,  whether  the  Administration  were  Whig  or 
Democrat. 

One  word  in  relation  to  my  promise  of  what  I 
will  do  in  reference  to  the  California  agent.  The 
bill  had  been  agreed  upon  in  committee.  I  was 
not  aware  thai  it  had  been  reported  to  the  House; 
but  biy  colleague  on  the  committee  [Mr.  Mc- 
Doooall]  informs  me  that  the  bill  has  been  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  is  upon  the  Private  Cal- 
endar. 

So  far  as  the  action  of  the  committee  is  con- 
cerned, we  have  not  "  made  a  promise  to  the  ear 
to  break  it  to  the  hope."  The  gentleman  says 
he  will  vote  against  it.  If  he  does  so,  he  will  do 
an  act  of  great  injustice  to  a  worthy  man.  He 
will  do  it  from  the  very  best  motives;  but  the  man 
who  suffers  in  consequence  of  the  gentleman's 
good  motives,  will  impute  it  to  the  fact  that  the 
gentleman  does  not  always  feel  disposed  to  do 
right,  and,  therefore,  not  always  disposed  to  do 
justice.    I  will  not  trouble  the  House  longer. 

Mr.  SKEXTON  here  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  temporarily  to 

Mr.  HAVEN,  who  said:  One  word,  Mr. 
Speaker,  by  way  of  explanation  and  reply.  I  do 
not  intend,  now,  farther  to  trouble  the  question  of 
increasing  the  postage;  such  a  measure,  in  my 
opinion,  would  be  unwise  disconnected  from  the 
question  of  pay  to  postmasters.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  further  urged  here;  it  would  not  comport 
with  the  public  good. 

But  to  the  question  between  me  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olds.]  I  called  hia  atten- 
tion to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  reducing  the 
postages,  passed  in  1851.  I  did  so  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  by  that  law,  under  which 
he  tries  to  justify  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  the  compensation  was  limited  to  twenty 
percent.;  beyonothat  point  Congress  thought  it 
indiscreet  to  give  him  a  discretion.  The  gentle- 
man says,  now,  that  the  sixth  section  1  have  read, 
ia  parallel  to  a  portion  of  his  bill.  Sir,  after  look- 
ing at  both,  1  feel  bound  to  say  the  gentleman  has 
no  warrant  in  either  for  his  assertion.  I  ask.  him 
to  point  out  any  legislation  in  the  act  of  1851, 
which  is  an  authority  for  giving  this  increased 
compensation,  in  any  way  whatever,  beyond 
twenty  per  cent. 

The  bill  of  1851  authorizes  the  giving  of  this 
increased  compensation,  to  the  limit  of  twenty 
per  cent,  to  ail  postmasters,  as  the  gentleman 
mentioned.  But  I  call  upon  him  to  point  out  any 
authority  to  give  it  to  these  distributing  or  separa- 
ting offices  as  a  class.  He  made  the  declaration 
that  they  stood,  under  the  law  of  1851,  as  favor- 
ably as  they  stand  now.  Why,  sir,  this  bill  not 
only  gives  the  additional  percentage  I  have  men- 
tioned to  the  postmasters,  but  it  also  gives  them 
this  unlimited  discretion  in  their  favor,  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Postmaster  General.  I  repeat,  the 
act  of  1851  only  gives  the  Postmaster  General  the 
right  to  increase  the  compensation  twenty  per 
cent.  But  the  gentleman  does  not  point  out  to  me 
anything  upon  the  subject,  in  reference  to  the  dis- 
tributing offices,  in  that  act,  or  in  reference  to  an 
unlimitM  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General.  If 
be  cannot  do  so,  then  his  proviso  is  an  interpola- 
tion, and  a  new  species  of  legislation  that  ought 
to  be  promptly  met  and  rejected  here. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think 
we  bad  better  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  OLDS.  One  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  a 
minute.  I  only  wish  ta  say  in  reference  to  this 
discretionary  power  which  is  given  to  the  Post- 
liiaster  Oetieral,  that  ths  same  (Kseretionary  power 
woa  given  to  that  officer  by  th«  act  of  March  3, 


1851,  to  increase  the  compensations  of  postmasters 
at  distributing  offices. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  understand  that.  The  gentle- 
man refers  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  ot  1851, 
and  that  brings  me  back  to  the  charge  1  first  made, 
that  this  Senate  amendmentgoes  further  than  the 
aaofl851.  It  takes  off  all  limitation.  Itincreases 
the  compensation  of  the  postmasters  too  much  in 
tbe  first  place  by  the  first  sections  of  the  bill.  And 
then,  having  got  that  compensation  up  to  a  point 
as  high  as  this  House  is  willing  to  go,  it  allows 
the  Postmaster  General  to  begin  there,  with  his 
irresponsible  hand,  and  run  it  up  just  as  much 
further  as  he  pleases.  It  allows  him  to  level  up 
inimitably  from  the  highest  point  to  which  this 
Housedarego.  Sir,  it  takes  off  all  limitation.  Ido 
not  design  these  remarks  in  any  ofiensive  sense; 
but  1  thought  myself  bound  to  point  out  this  bad 
legislation  to  the  House. 

Mr.  OLDS.  1  ask  the  gentleman,  if  he  would 
prefer  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1851 , 
giving  discretionary  power  to  tbe  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  increase  the  pay  of  all  postmasters? 

Mr.  HAVBN.  l  answer,  that  this  bill  puts 
their  compensation  too  high,  without  conferring 
any  discretion  on  the  Postmaster  General.  But  if  it 
were  not  too  high,  I  should  by  all  means  prefer 
the  proviso  to  the  eixth  section  of  the  act  of  1851 , 
and  have  it  applied  to  these  distributing  or  sei>a- 
rating  offices,  for  that  proviso  limits  the  increase 
to  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  do  not  propose  to  inquire 
what  has  been  done,  or  what  has  not  been  done 
heretofore.  And  whether  this  is  a  Whig  or  a 
Democratic  measure,  in  my  opinion,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  under  consideration.  The 
question  presented  for  our  consideration  to-day 
is  simply  this:  Is  this  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  the  country?  That  is 
the  question  to  which  the  House  should  confine 
itself,  and  not  to  the  consideration  of  what  has  or 
has  not  been  done. 

Sir,  what  ia  'the  duty  of  the  House  in  reference 
to  a  question  of  this  kind  ?  ,  I  regretted  that  I 
was  not  present  when  this  bill  was  originally 
before  the  House,  that  1  might  have  given  to  the 
House  the  opinions  I  entertained  in  reference  to 
the  matter,  and  I  am  glad  that  I  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  it  now.  I  regard  this  whole  busi- 
ness as  wrong.  We  have  already  passed  two  bills 
during  the  present  session,  changing  to  some  ex- 
tent our  |%atal  system.  The  object  of  both  has 
been  the  same,  bcth  have  been  outside  the  great 
object  for  which  they  should  have  been  framed — 
the  interests  of  the  country  and  the  wants  of  tbe 
Department  of  Qovernmeat  to  which  they  relate. 

Now,  sir,  tbe  question  which  we  should  decide 
is  not  how  much  we  shall  pay  the  postmasters, 
or  whether  they  will  be  able  to  make  a  living  or 
not,  but  whether  we  can  best  promote  the  public 
interest  by  the  proposed  change  in  the  post  office 
laws?  But  what  has  been  the  history  of  tbe  mat- 
ter? First  comes  a  bill  before  the  House  increas- 
ing the  compensation  of  postmasters;  then  comes 
another  bill  increasing  the  rates  of  postage,  and 
thereby  stUI  farther  increasing  the  compensation 
of  postmasters  by  augmenting  the  amount  of 
receipts  upon  which  they  receive  a  certain  per 
centage.  Now,  is  this  necessary,  in  order  to  sub- 
serve ths  public  interest?  Is  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  these  officers  in 
order  to  obtain  competent  men  to  serve?  Have 
not  all  of  us  been  persecuted,  day  after  day  and 
night  after  night,  by  office  seekers,  anxious  to 
take  these  offices  with  the  pay  already  granted, 
and  yet,  day  by  day,  you  go  on  increasing  their 
QOmpensation. 

The  Post  Office  Department  was  established  for 
the  public  interest,  thepublicaccommodation.and 
the  dissemination  of  knowledge  through  the  coun- 
try. It  has  been  a  principle  of  policy  that  the  De- 
partment should  sustain  itself.  If  that  principle 
IS  to  be  maintained  in  practice,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  keep  the  expenditures  down  to  the 
lowest  possible  point,  and  why  ?  Because  it  is  our 
duty  to  legislate  for  the  interest  of  the  public,  and 
not  for  that  of  office-holders.  On  the  contrary,  it 
seems  to  me  that  these  bills  have  been  introduced 
for  the  interest  of  the  latter.  I  would  particularly 
call  the  attention  of  members  to  the  fact,  that  we  are 
to  legislate  for  the  public,  and  not  for  individual 
office-holders 

Tbe  Post  Office  Department  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance in  this  country.    Free  dissemination  of 


ideas,  and  correapondeDce  between  the  various 
sections  of  the  Union,  is  calculated  to  promote 
harmony  of  feeling  and  concord  of  action,  it  is 
not  only  calculated  to  do  that,  but  aUo  to  exer- 
cise a  salutary  influence  upon  the  social  condition 
of  this  great  Republic. 

■  it  is  important  that  the  United  States  mail  should 
be  carried  to  as  many  points  as  possible.  I  have 
applied  at  various  limes  for  additional  post  offices 
in  my  district,  and  in  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent;  but  I  have  been  refused,  and  on 
theground  that  the  Post  Office  Department  does  not 
pay  its  expenses;  that  the  expenditures  are  now 
so  large  that  it  cannot  afford  to  establish  any  new 
offices,  though  the  particular  localities  may  re- 
quire, and  ihe  public  interest  demand  them. 

Now,  our  present  action,  so  far  from  reaching 
what  should  be  our  main  object,  would  defeat  it. 
The  Postmaster  General  shows  that  his  Depart- 
ment is  largely  indebted  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. It  does  not  clear  one  cent.  Yet,  while 
there  are  wanting  additional  facilities  forthe  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  in  various  sections,  it  is 
proposed  here  that  we  should  increase  the  bur- 
dens of  the  Department,  and  thus  defeat  the  great 
and  leading  object  for  which  it  was  established. 
Why,  sir,  if  Congress  is  to  go  on  in  this  way 
increasing  the  compensation  of  postmasters,  it  is 
best  that  we  should  abolish  the  Department  at 
once,  and  leave  the  transmission  of  the  mails  to 
private  enterprise.  Our  correspondence  can  be 
cheaper  and  more  rapidly  transported  at  the  pres- 
ent lime  by  private  expresses  than  througli  ift 
post  office.  Notwithstanding  this,  members  ate 
constantly  urging  the  House  to  increase  the  ox- 
peneea  of  iheDepartment,  that  office-holdercmay 
be  fattened.  Is  this  right?  Is  it  right  in  princi- 
ple? Is  it  calculated  to  promote  the  public  inter- 
est? If  it  is  calculated  to  promote  the  public 
interest,  then  we  should  sustain  it.  If,  on  tht 
contrarjr,  it  is  not  so  calculated,  and  I  maintain 
that  it  is  not,  every  honorable  member  on  this 
floor  should  say  at  ones  that,  by  increasing  ths 
expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  we 
directly  lessen  the  advantage  designed  by  its  or- 
ganization, and  do  a  great  injury  to  the  interests 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  (he  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senate;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  as  amended,  it  was  token;  and  said 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  offer  the  usual  resolution 
to  close  debate  upon  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
on  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  qtiestion  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  do  lie  on  the 
table;  which  latter  moiton  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended ,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  that  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  There  are  two  or 
three  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  the  day  is 
now  (two  hours  and  five  minutes)  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced. I  think  the  Housecould  disposeof  these 
bills  in  an  hour,  at  furthest;  and  I  therefore  move 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  business  on 
the  Speaker's  table.  ' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  having  been 
regularly  made,  will  take  precedence  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
a  motion  to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table  took  precedence  of  a  motion  to  go  into  com- 
mittee. 

The  SPEAKER.  ThegenUeman  from  Indiana 
is  perhaps  right. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Davis 'i  motion; 
and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  submitted 
by  Mr.  Houston. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  would  be  very 
happy,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  permitted  to  make  a 
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brief  penoMl  explanation.    I  aball  not  occupy 
two  minutee  in  doing  lo. 
General  asient  was  expreased. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  8NOOGRA8S. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  explanation 
which  1  am  aboat  lo  make  is  not  a  matter  of  much 
interest,  except  to  myiielf  and  to  those  from  my 
State.  A  few  days  ago,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  melancholy  intelligence  was  an- 
nounced of  the  death  of  one  of  my  own  colleagues. 
The  telegraphic  dispatch  Which  was  acted  upon 
was  addressed  to  me,  and  was  in  the  following 
language:  "  The  Hon.  John  F.  Snodgrass  died 
at  half-past  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  very  suddenly. 
His  friends  desire  jrou  to  announce  his  death  lo 
the  House."  Ineonsequenceof  my  absence,  my 
colleague  [Mr.  FaoLKNEa]  announced  the  death 
of  Mr.  Snodgrass;  and  slated  that  he  did  so  at  the 
request  of  bis  colleagues — meaning,  of  course,  at 
the  request  of  his  colleagues  who  were  present. 
That  statement,  Mr.  Speaker,  might  convey  the 
impression  that  I  had  refused  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased.  That  is 
my  reason  for  desiring  to  make  this  explanation, 
that  I  vras  absent/  For  though  I  mourn— deeply 
mourn — a  melancholy  necessity  of  that  announce- 
ment, yet,  in  performing  the  last  office  of  friend- 
ship to  one  wno  was  so  much  entitled  to  my  re- 
spect and  esteem,  I  would  discharge  that  duty  with 
cheerful  but  melancholy  alacrity. 

I  will  add  one  word  more,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
hope  the  House  will  bear  with  me.  It  was  ray 
fortune  to  spend  a  few  hours — a  few  hours  only — 
with  niy  deceased  colleague,  in  very  interesting 
convfisation,  just  before  he  left  this  city;  and  I  ob- 
served to  him  how  remarkably  well  he  looked. 
He  replied  that  he  had  not  been  for  many  years 
in  suck  fine  health.  And  yet,  in  a  few  days  aiUr- 
isards,  the  fell  destroyer  struck  him,  and  he  suc- 
cumbed to  the  blow. 

I  make  this  statement,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  his 
friends,  and  those  in  his  section  of  country,  should 
not  suppose  that  I  could  refuse  a  request  such  as 
that  made  to  me  on  his  account. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying 
documents,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  30th  December 
last. 

Mr.  WALKER.  This  communicatian  from 
the  President  is  in  answer  lo  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, which,  the  Chair  will  remember,  was 
offered  by  me  some  months  since,  accompanying 
a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  which  I  then  presented. 
It  relates  to  certain  impositions  on  our  commerce 
in  the  Baltic,  laid  by  the  Government  of  Denmark, 
and  known  as  " sound  dues."  I  move,  sir,  that 
the  communication  from  the  President  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  printed. 

It  was  so  ordered. 
COHMONICATION  FROM  THE  CLERK. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
transmitting  a  letter,  and  accompanying  explana- 
tion, in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Engraving. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Houi- 
toh's  motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Oaa  in  the  chair.) 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  and  upon  that  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Phillips]  is  entithd  to  the 
floor. 

RAILROAD  TO  THE  PACIFIC. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  being  absent,  the  floor  was 
assigned  to 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE,  who  proceeded  to  speak 
upon  a  subject  dlflTerent  from  that  before  the  com- 
mittee, namely:  the  proposition  fora  railroad  to  the 
Pacific.  He  rapidly  traced  the  inception  and  his- 
tory of  the  land  sysum,  asserting  that  it  was  with- 


in the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  aid, 
by  donations  of  public  domain,  the  construction 
of  such  a  means  of  intercommunication.  He 
asked  what  is  the  probable  extent  of  the  contem- 
plated Pacific  railroad,  that  is,  from  some  point 
on  or  near  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  > 

Assuming  the  initiative  in  the  latitude  of  New 
j  York,  40°  42'  north,  and  in  longitude  91°  west 
[  from  Greenwich,  the  distance,  in  a  direct  line, 
{  would  not  exceed  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
1  fifty  miles;  or,  assuming  another  point,  say  (Vom 
I  Fond  du  Lac,  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  in 
'  latitude  ^6P  30',  lo  Puget's  Sound,  where  there  is 
I  a  convergence  of  the  continent,  the  distance  would 
I  beabout  one  thousand  five  hundred  miles.  Taking 
asoutherly  latitude,  say  in  thirty-fourth  or  thirty- 
fifth  parallel  in  a  due  west  direction,  and  the  dis- 
tance would  not  exceed  one  thousand  six  hundred 
miles. 

He  discussed  the  subject  in  a  social,  commer- 
cial, and  military  aspect. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  next  addresssd  the 
committee  upon  the  Pacific  Railroad. 
[The  above  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 


Mr.  BROOKS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Will  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment?  I 
should  listen  with  great  pleasure  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina;  but  the  House  has  now  been 
in  session  nearly  four  hours,  and  the  members  are 
somewhat  fati^ed.  1  hope  that  the  committee 
will  agree  to  rise,  so  that  the  gentleman  who  has 
the  floor  may  have  an  hour  in  the  morning  to 
address  the  committee.  With  his  permission,  I 
move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Haveh'i  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally,  and  particularly  House  bill 
No.  48,  being  a  bill  "  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1655," 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
twenty  mioutea  to  four  o'clock)  the  Houss  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
WiDHBIDAT,  Jwu  14, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiluah  H.  Milbukh. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  for  the  purpose  of  a  brief  personal  expla- 
nation, and  it  is  the  first  time,  1  believe,  that  I 
ever  desired  a  similar  favor. 

i  perceive  in  a  morning  paper,  (the  Union,)  to 
which  my  attention  has  been  directed  since  I 
entered  the  Capitol  this  morning,  that  the  distin- 
guished and  much-honored  statesman  of  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  with  myself,  is  charged 
with' the  crime  of  mutability  in  having  voted  for 
the  compromise  bill  of  July,  1848.  That  bill, 
while  it  excluded  in  California  and  New  Mexico 
the  whole  doctrine  of  what  is  now  called  squatter 
sovereienty,and  gave  no  right  to  aliens  to  vote  in 
those  Territories,  did  confer  that  right  on  such  as 
had  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens  in 
1  the  then  proposed  Territory  of  Oregon.  At  the 
'  same  time  that  compromise,  which  proposed  to 
organize  three  vast  territorial  governments  greater 
than  were  ever  included  in  one  bill  before,  offered 
peace  to  a  distracted  country  on  the  principle  of 
I  submitting  the  whole  slavery  question  in  theTer- 
ritories  10  the  judicial  tribunals,  and  for  the  first 
time  excluded  the  Wilmot  proviso,  and  adopted 
for  Oregon  the  boasted  principle  of  non-interven- 
tion, which  was  afterwards  copied  into  the  com- 
promise measures  of  1850. 

For  this  great  measure  of  pacification  both 
John  C.  Calhoun  and  myself  voted,  although 
known  to  every  one  who  had  thought  our  opin- 
ions worthy  of  consideration  to  be  utterly  opposed 
to  the  clause  in  that  part  of  the  bill  organizing  the 
government  of  Oregon,  which  allowed  the  rote  of  i 


aliens  in  any  form  or  anderany  pretext.  We  en- 
tertained then  the  same  opinions  which  we  had 
both  expressed  in  the  debate  on  the  Michigan  biS 
in  1836,  that  a  claim  allowing  aliens  to  vote  wu 
utterly  and  absolutely  unconstitutional — on  opin- 
ion which  was  shared  with  us  by  many  of  the 
most  distinguished  gentlemen  in  both  Hooacs  of 
Congress  at  that  day.  But  to  obtain  the  grtt: 
blessings  which  we  firmly  believed  the  country 
would  recefve  from  the  final  settlement  of  the  ^- 
very  question  on  the  principles  of  that  bill— i 
measure  which  the  distinf^uished  Senator  fron 
Virginia,  [Mr.  HcNTca,]  in  (he  late  debate  on 
the  Nebruka  bill,  characterized  as  the  very  boi 
compromise  ever  yet  proposed — we  both  agreed, 
after  full  consultation  together,  to  waive  our  ott- 
jections  to  the  single  clause  in  the  Or^on  poitios 
of  the  bill,  to  secure  the  passage  of  that  greu 
measure  of  peace. 

While  this  measure  was  before  the  commitut 
which  reported  that  bill,  Mr.  Calhoun  called  it 
my  lodgings,  to  consider  with  me  the  courae  we 
should  adopt  on  this  very  question.  We  bolli 
stood  fully  committed  to  the  country  on  thf  con- 
stitutional principle,  that  any  act  of  ConertM 
allowing  aliens  to  vote  in  any  Slate  or  Temtor7 
of  the  United  States,  was^rro  (aiUoan  act  of  nato- 
hilization  and  unconstitutional,  because  it  wu 
partial  and  not  uniform.  But  we  were  given  to 
understand  by  others,  that  our  compromise  bil 
wouM  inevitably  fail  in  the  House  of  Repreaenu- 
lives,  if  the  govemmentof  Oregon  were  organbcd 
without  the  fifUt  section  of  the  bill,  which  was  to 
obnoxious  to  us.  The  correctness  of  that  opin- 
ion was  fully  demonstrated  a  short  time  after- 
wards, and  after  the  failure  of  our  compromise  in 
the  other  House  by  a  small  majority,  by  the  pas- 
sags  of  a  sepsrate  Oregon  bill ,  containing  that  very 
section  allowing  the  vote  of  aliens,  which  Iml 
originated  in  that  same  House  of  Representativn, 
and  became  a  law  on  the  14th  of  August,  16^. 
But  for  that  bill  neither  Mr.  Calhoun  nor  myself 
ever  voted.  Had  we  voted  for  that,  or  for  any 
provision  allowing  the  suffrage  of  aliens  in  any 
separate  and  distinct  form,  we  might, indeed,  have 
subjected  ourselves  to  the  censure  of  those  who 
would  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  charging  us  with 
inconsistency.  During  the  interview  to  whid  1 
have  referred,  we  resolved  to  make  the  oaerifice 
in  Or«on,  to  secure  the  principle  in  California  and 
New  Mexico,  which  not  only  avoided  the  alien  vote 
in  those  Territories,  but  the  Wilmot  proviso,  and 
the  whole  principle  of  squatter  sovereignty.  We 
thought,  that  in  a  difficult  compromise,  be  who 
won  the  two  beat  in  three,  had  but  little  reason  to 
complain.  We  thought,  too,  there  was  but  little 
danger  of  alien  suffrage  in  a  territory  so  remote 
from  the  usual  landing  places  of  immigrants  on  the 
Atlantic,  and  so  inaccessible  as  Oregon. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  when  the  framersof  the 
greatest  of  all  compromises  (the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States)  came  out  of  the  conventioD  of 
1787,  there  was  not  one  man  who  was  not  dissat- 
isfied with  some  one  provision  of  that  instrunietil. 
The  Missouri  compromise  of  1820  was  voted  for 
by  men  who  held  the  sixih  section  of  it  to  beabae- 
lutely  unconstitutional.    The  tariff  compromise  of 
1833  contained  the  principle  of  the  home  valuation 
which,  in  the  debates  of  that  day,  was  prononnecd 
unconstitutional  by  nearly  every  southern  Senator, 
who  afterwards  voted  not  only  for  the  paoagc 
of  that  compromise,  but  for  the  home  raloation 
amendment  itself;  and  that,  too,  on  a  call  of  the 
yeas  and  nays.    These  were  conceasiona  made 
DT  great  and  patriotic  statesmen,  to  secure  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  the  safety  of  this  Umoo. 
And  if  I,  whose  opinions  against  alien   saffirsg* 
have  never  varied — if  I  who  reported  theprovisioa 
excluding  aliens  fVom  voting  in  the  first  act  to  or- 
ganize thevaslTerritory  of  Wisconsin,  then  com- 
prehending the  present  States  of  Wiscorinn,  Iowa, 
and  half  of  Michigan,  which  Territory  waamsan- 
ized  by  my  efforts  and  those  of  the  Judiciary  C^b- 
mittee,  of  which  I  was  at  the  lime  the  chainnaB— 
1  who  also  reported  and  voted  against  the  danse 
allowing  alien  suffrage  in  the  State  of  Mich^an, 
can  be  charged  with  inconsistency  for  sacrifidng 
something  of  my  fixed  opinions  to  eeetire  the  ptace 
of  my  country  and  the  safety  of  thul  tTnioB  in 
1848,  let  those  who  delight  to  censure  mak«  ^h* 
most  of  it. 

PAT  OF  DEPUTY  POSTMABTCRS. 

A  measagv  xnut  received  from  tha  Honaa  of 
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RcpresentatiTes,  by  Mr.  Fornet,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  they  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  (he  Houae  "  reg- 
ulatio);  the  pay  of  deputy  postmasters,"  with  an 
amendment. 

On  motion  liy  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  to  strike  out 
the  following  proviso: 

"  That,  to  any  poaimuter  of  any  ilutribuUni  or  8«parat- 
iDg  potft  office  wliose  comini>ntions  may  Iw  reduced  lielow 
tlie  amouDt  allowed  at  liis  office  for  ihe  year  ending  lb* 
30ih  day  of  June,  I8S1,  the  FaatmoMer  General  shall  be 
authorized,  in  hij  discretion,  to  allow  lucli  additional  com- 
pensation «9  he  may  derm  propter,  ituch  compensation  to 
date,  and  bo  allowed  from,  tlie  30ih  day  of  Mardi,  1863: 
Provided  further,  That  thf  commi)>8inn8  and  allowances 
auihoriKed  by  thin  act  sliall  he  subjpct  to  the  proviaiona  of 
the  fony.flmt  section  of  tlio  act  intiilcd  '  An  act  to  reduce 
Into  one  the  several  acta  establishing  and  regulating  the 
Pott  Office  Department;'  and  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acta,  in- 
conslalent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same 
■re  hereby,  repealed ;  and  this  act  to  talce  enect,  and  be  in 
force,  fK>m  and  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  fiscal 
quarter  afler  Its  passage. " 

And  insert: 

That  to  any  postmaster  of  a  distributing  office,  at  which 
the  commissions,  allowances,  and  emoluments,  since  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1853,  have  t>een  insufficient  to  defray 
the  actual  and  necessary  expenses,  and  alfiird  the  poaunaa- 
teia  the  annual  compensation  derived  fromcommissionaat 
the  office  before  the  said  31s(  of  March,  the  Postmaster 
General  may.  In  his  discretion,  allow  quarterly  from  the 
date  aforesaid,  out  of  the  postage  collected  at  any  such 
office,  an  amount  sufficient  to  supply  such  deficieney : 
Provided  further.  That  to  any  postmaster  of  a  separating 
office,  at  any  such  office,  whose  commissions, allowances, 
and  emoluments  may  be  found  insufficient  to  provide  the 
extra  labor  necessary  to  a  prompt  and  efficient  performance 
of  the  duties  of  separating  and  dispatching  the  mails  pasa- 
ing  through  his  office,  the  Postmaster  General  may  make 
such  quarterly  allowances  out  of  the  postages  collected  at 
•och  office,  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  to  compensate  such 
extra  labor.  This  act  shall  taKe  etfeetand  be  in  force  from 
and  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  fiscal  quarter  after 
its  passage. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  to  insert  after  the  word  "labor,' 
the  following: 

Provided  further.  That  the  commissions  and  allowances 
■uthorixed  by  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  forty-first  section  of  tJie  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Deparlment:"  ^ndfrovided further,  That  the 
Poatmoster  General  may^  in  his  discretion,  dispose  of  any 
quarterly  returns  of  mails  sent  or  received  which  were 
mado  up  previous  to  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1850,  preserving 
the  accounts  current,  and  all  vouchers  accompanying  such 
accounts,  and  the  use  of  such  portion  of  the  proceeds 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  delray  the  ooat  of  separating 
and  disposing  of  the  same. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  concurred 
in,  so  that  the  bill  is  finally  passed  as  thusamended. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  presented  two 
copies  of  the  lows  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
passed  by  the  third  LegisHktiTe  Assembly,  in  the 
city  of  Santa  P£,  at  a  session  begun  on  the  5th 
day  of  December,  1853;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Macon,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  praying  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  ocean 
postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BELL  submitted  additional  evidence  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Sarepla  Cleveland,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  Skinner,  deceased,  to  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  him  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion; which,  together  with  the  papers  on  the  file^ 
of  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions, &c.,  prayinglhe  establishment  of  addilional 
mail  routes;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads: 

Two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Arkansas,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  postrontefromNorristown 
to  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas; 

Document  relating  to  a  post  route  fVom  Pine 
Bluff  to  Brownsville,  Arkansas; 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Arkansas  and  Texas, 

Staying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
eiferson,  in  the  Slate  of  Texas,  to  Fulton,  in 
Arkansas; 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Arkansas,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  DanviHe  to 
Woldron,  in  said  State;  and 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Arkansas,  praying  the 
eatablishment  of  a  post  route  from  Hurricane  to 
Oalley  Rock,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 


of  Eli  T.  Tappan,  praying  the  assistance  of  Con- 
gress in  the  publication  of  an  edition  of  the  acts  of 
Congress,  containing  only  those  laws  of  a  general 
nature  which  remain  in  force.  The  petitioner 
represents  that  the  editions  now  published  contain 
all  the  public  acts,  including  those  that  ore  local, 
temporary,  or  obsolete,  as  well  as  those  in  force, 
and  some  editions  contain  also  all  the  private  acta. 
As  all  these  acts  are  published  in  chronological 
order,  it  is  frequently  very  difficult  and  labbnons 
to  discover  what  is  the  law  actually  in  force;  and 
it  must  remain  so,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  best 
indexes,  so  long  as  the  laws  are  published  in  the 
manner  described.  In  consequence  of  this,  new 
laws  are  sometimes  enacted  which  conflict  with 
the  old;  and  thus  the  difficulty  of  determining 
what  is  the  law,  is  increased.  The  memorialist 
also  states  that  those  who  consult  the  statutes  of  the 
United  States  usually  do  so  to  find  some  general 
law  now  in  force;  and  that  to  all  such  persons  such 
a  volume  would  be  a  great  saving  of  time,  labor, 
and  money,  inasmuch  as  they  could  purchase,  in 
a  single  volume,  that  for  which  they  must  now 
buy  six  or  nine  to  obtain .  The  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs-at-law  of  Benjamin  Grover,  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which 
was  referrei!  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  submitted  the  following  resolution  in 
reference  to  the  above  petition;  which  was  con- 
sidered by  uniuiimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  directed 
to  inquire  Into  the  propriety  of  allowing  a  sum  to  the  heirs 
of  Benjamin  Grover,  deceased,  of  Maine,  equal  to  what  was 
justly  due  the  widow  of  said  Crover,  as  a  pension  at  the 
lima  of  her  decease. 

REPORTS  FROM  HTAKDING  COHMtTTBES. 

Mr.  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Joshua  Chamberlain, 
praying  compensation  for  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  niso,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  David  A.  Cameron, 
representative  and  heirof  James  Bell,  late  of  Lower 
Canada,  and  assignee  of  the  other  heirsof  said  Bell, 
praying  payment  for  advances  made  to  the  Amer- 
ican Army  during  the  revolutionary  war,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  Bell,  deceased; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflfairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  biUfrom  the 
House  of  Representatives,  making  farther  appro- 
priations for  continuing  the  construction  of  certain 
roads  in  theTerritory  of  Minnesota, in  accordance 
wil^the  estimates  made  by  the  War  Department, 
asked  to  bs  discharged  from  its  fbrther  consider- 
ation, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  firbm  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  construction  of  certain  military 
roads  and  wells  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  therdief  of  James  Walsh, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  theCommitteeon  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  respecting  the  Execntive  Depart- 
ments, and  to  distribute  the  settlement  of  claims 
and  Bccounte  among  tlie  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasary;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  seconil 
reading. 

NOTICE  or  A  BILL. 
Mr.  GWIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill   to  amend  the  judicial 
systein  of  the  United  States  by  providing  for  the 
organization  of  an  additional  circuit. 

BILL  INTRODVCBD. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  and  obtained  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  ajoint 
resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  New  Mexico  to  adjust  and  pay  to  Juan 
C.  Arfflijo,  Joat  L.  Perea,  and  James  L.  Collins, 


the  amount  by  them  loaned  to  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  under 
authority  of  ajoint  resolution  of  that  body,  ap- 
proved the  17tn  of  June,  1851;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Commiltee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  wish  to  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories  to  be  kind  enough 
to  take  that  matter  into  consideration  at  hie  earliest 
convenience. 

HEI17ING  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  offer  the  following  resolution 
by  way  of  amendment  to  the  rules: 

Reiotoed,  (the  House  of  Represenlatives  concuiring,) 
That  the  following  shall  be  added  to  the  Joint  rules  of  the 
two  Houses: 

Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  either  Houee,  the  flrai  regular 
session  of  every  new  Congress  shall  be  terminated  by  ad- 
journment on  the  Brat  Hoaday  of  the  month  of  May  suc- 
ceeding (he  commencement  of  such  session  ;  and  that  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  accordingly  adjourn  their  respective  Rouses 
at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock,  meridian,  of  tbtt  day. 

I  will  simply  remark  that  this  is  to  be  in  con- 
nection with  the  bill  which  I  offered  yesterday,  to 
fix  the  first  Monday  in  October  as  the  day  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  lies  over  for  consideration  for 
one  day  under  the  rules. 

UEUTENANT  HAURT. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Nayat 
Affairs,  reported  ajoint  resolution  giving  thecoQ- 
sent  of  Congress  to  the  acceptance  by  Lieutenant 
M.  F.  Maury,  of  the  Navy, of  a  gold  medal  from 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
Lieutenant  Maury  to  the  acceptance  of  a  gold  medal 
from  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  testimony  of  his 
high  satisfaction  with  the  zealous  and  unceasing 
efforts  of  that  officer,  as  Superintendent  of  the 
National  Observatory  at  Washington,  for  promot- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  universal  system  of 
meteorological  observations  to  the  advantage  of 
navigation  in  ^neral,  and  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  kind  disposition  shown  by  that  officer  to 
make  the  merchant  navy  of  Sweden,  in  common 
with  that  of  other  nations,  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  discoveries  already  nuide  in  this  branch  of 
science. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from 
California  to  consent  to  let  this  joint  resolution  lie 
over  until  to-morrow.  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  the 
consent  which  he  asks,  but  I  wish  to  modify  the 
form  of  the  resolution.  Let  it  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  have  been  authorized  by  a 
meeting  of  quite  a  number  of  the  friends  of  the 
homestead  bill,  to  give  notice  to  the  Senate  that 
they  will  make  an  effort,  and  insist  on  it  on  Mon- 
day next,  to  take  up  that  measure,  make  it  the 
special  order,  and  continue  it  from  day  to  day 
until  it  is  finally  acted  upon.  They  also  have  di- 
rected me  to  say,  that  they  will  endeavor  to  bring 
about  the  final  action  this  week  upon  the  bill  which 
has  been  vetoed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  so  they  may  not  have  that  in  the  way  next 
week  to  interfere  with  the  consideration  of  the 
homestead  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Inasmuch  as  I  am  a  friend  of 
the  homestead  bill,  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin will  call  it  up  at  an  earlier  day  than  that 
which  he  mentions.  1  think  he  might  get  it  up 
the  day  after  to-morrow  as  well  as  at  any  other 
time.  The  bill  which  has  been  vetoed  can  cer- 
tainly be  disposed  of  during  to-day  and  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  California,  that  if  we  should  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  get  rid  of  the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed,  it 
will  certainly  be  the  pleasure  of  many  friends  of 
the  homestead  bill  to  take  it  up  earlier;  but  it  was 
thought  that  it  must  depend  upon  the  disposition 
of  the  vetoed  bill  which  is  under  consideration, 
unless  it  should  be  unnecessarily  protracted. 
ADJOURNMENT  SINE  DIE. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives: 

"  Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring.)  That  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoiue  of  Repraaeola- 
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tint  adjonrn  (Iwir  rwpMtlve  Hoiun  on  Mogitay,  AafUil 
I4th,  Bi  iwelve  o'clock,  m." 

Mr.  GWIN  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "  Monday,  August 
14lli,  at  twelve  o'clock)  m.,"  and  inserting  the 
words: 

From  twelve  o'clock,  m-,  on  Monday,  July  ITlh,  ontil 
Monday,  tb«  16tb  of  October  next." 

I  will  eive  tbe  reasons  why  I  oflfer  this  amend- 
ment. When  the  resolution  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  special  order  before  that  body 
was  the  Pacific  railroad  bill,  «i4ich  it  was  ex- 
pected  would  lead  to  a  long  debate.  Yesterday, 
on  the  motion  of  tbe  friends  of  that  measure,  it  was 
postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  December 
next.  The  House  then  took  up  the  civiland  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill,  and  passed  a  resolution 
to  stop  debate  on  it  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 
They  have  now  sot  their  business  in  such  a  state 
that  there  is  no  doubt  the  appropriation  bills  and 
other  important  measures  can  beaded  upon  before 
llie  time  mentioned  in  my  amendment  for  taking 
thrreeess.  It  gives  us  nearly  five  weeks  until  tbe 
commencement  of  the  recess,  and  all  the  appro- 

S nation  bills,  and  other  important  matters  can  be 
isposed  of  by  the  two  Houses  by  that  time. 
There  are  other' questions  of  great  importance 
which  ought  to  be  acted  upon  during  this  session, 
but  they  can  come  up  afier  the  recess.  I  am  con- 
fident in  my  own  mind  that  we  can  dispatch  tbe 
>)isiness  better  by  adoptingtbe amendment  which 
Ipropose.'  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed  to. 
■  Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  the  proposition  of  the 
House  would  be  better  than  the  amendment.  It 
would  be  better  to  stay  here  until  the  14th  of 
August,  and  transact  the  business  of  the  session, 
and  then  meet  in  December  next.  But,  sir,  I 
have  some  hopes  that  if  we  should  let  this  resolu- 
tion lie  for  the  present,  we  might,  perhaps,  gel 
ready  to  adjourn  earlier  than  the  time  mentioned 
in  it;  and  1  am  sure  I  should  be  very  glad  if  that 
could  be  the  case.  I  am  unwilling,  however, 
now,  upon  the  Instant,  to  change  our  practice, 
and  to  agree  to  the  rece»a.  I  have  no  objection  to 
changing  hereafter,  by  a  law,  the  time  at  which 
we  should  meet  at  what  is  called  the  short  session 
of  lyongress.  I  think  that  that  session  ou^ht  to 
be  lengthened,  and  the  other  session  diminished; 
but  that  ought  to  be  done  after  we  have  had 
notice,  and  after  the  business  of  the  country  is 
matured  in  reference  to  such  a  state  of  things.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  had  better  pursue  the  old 
practice  in  regard  to  this  session,  and  get  through 
if  we  can  by  the  14th  of  August,  or  sooner  if 
possible.  But,  in  order  to  do  this,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  it  would  be  probably  better  to  let  the 
resolution  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  and 
then  if  we  see  we  can  get  through  and  adjourn  at 
an  earlier  day,  we  can  take  it  up  and  amend  it  by 
fixini;  such  a  day.  I  suggest  that  that  would  be 
a  better  course. 

Mr.  GWIN.  There  is  a  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  to  change  the  time  of  the  meeting 
of  the  short  session,  and  1  have  no  doubt  it  will 
pass.  As  to  the  consequences  that  might  hereafter 
result  from  this,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  cannot  be 
a  precedent  if  that  bill  should  be  passed,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  will.  1  do  not  believe  there  is  a  member  of 
the  Senate  who  is  not  in  favor  of  changing  the 
time  of  meeting  at  the  short  session  of  Congress. 
There  may  be  a  dilference  of  opinion  as  to  when 
the  session  should  commence,  whether  on  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  or  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember; but  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
one  or  the  other  will  command  the  votes  of  the 
majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress;  and  I 
think  there  will  be  no  danger  in  the  precedent. 

It  is  well  known  to  members  of  this  body,  that 
if  we  want  work  done  we  ought  to  fix  the  day  of 
adjournment.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
great  change  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  since 
the  passage  of  the  resolntion.  Thejr  have  got 
clear  of  tbe  question  of  the  greatest  importance 
which  was  before  them,  and  which  would  have 
led  to  a  lengthened  debate.  We  shall  soon  have 
the  appropriation  bills  before  us.  We  shall  prob- 
ably have  them  by  tbe  time  that  we  get  through 
with  the  discussion  of  the  vetoed  bill  and  toe 
homestead  bill.  My  amendment  gives  us  nearly 
five  weeks,  including  the  present  week,  before  the 
recess.  Then  there  are  great  and  important  ques- 
tions which  can  be  taken  up  in  October  next,  and 
can  be  better  discussed  then  than  in  the  dog  days. 
I  hope  the  amsadment  will  be  agreed  to.    I  am 


certain  that  it  will  facilitate  the  public  business, 
and  it  gives  us  a  longer  time  than  the  resolution 
of  the  House.  The  time  which  it  gives  us  is  also 
a  better  time  for  working  in. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  should  be  very  willing  to 
i  get  the  recess  asked  for  by  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, but  1  see  no  necessity  for  making  it  as  an 
amendment  to  this  resolution.  If  the  Senator 
from  California  thinks  the  House  would  favor  the 
proposition,  after  the  change  which  has  taken 
place,  he  might  introduce  a  separate  resolution. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  knows  that  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  they  could  only  take 
up  such  a  proposition  on  Monday,  and  it  would 
require  a  two-third  vote  to  do  it.  A  simple  ma- 
jority could  not  control  it.  If  we  agree  t«  this 
resolution,  amended  in  the  manner!  propose,  and 
the  House  disagree  to  it,  they  would  ask  for  a 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Then  they  could  not  take  this 
up  again,  except  by  a  two-third  vote.  That  is 
true  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  I 
think  it  should  not  be  entertained.  If  we  now  pass 
the  resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  and 
then  find  that  we  can  get  through  with  the  public 
business  before  that  day,  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution will  not  prevent  us  from  adjourning  earlier; 
and  my  experience  has  been, as  the  Senator  from 
California  has  said,  that  by  fixing  the  day  of 
adjournment  we  shall  get  through  with  the  public 
business  sooner.  Unless  the  time  be  now  fixed, 
everybody  knows  that  we  shall  not  adjourn  until 
September  or  October;  and,  therefore,  we  bad 
better  take  up  the  resolution,  and  pass  it.  If  the 
House  desires  the  amendment  which  the  Senator 
from  California  suggests,  they  can  take  up  a  res- 
olution containing  the  provision,  and  pass  it.  I 
am  very  willing  to  let  this  resolution  go  by  the 
board,  if  the  Senator  from  California  thinks  that 
the  House  will  agree  to  such  a  proposition  as  his. 
If  that  is  the  case,  let  their  resolution  lie  here,  and 
let  us  send  them  another.  But,  while  this  is  in 
our  hands,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  let  it  go  from 
us  without  adopting  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  that  it  may  not  be  construed  that  the  per 
diem  should  be  allowed  during  the  recess.  With 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California  the 
resolution  might  be  possibly  construed  that  per 
diem  should  be  allowed.  I  am  sure  that  with  that 
opinion,  the  House  of  Representatives  would  not 
vote  for  it.  1  move  that  it  be  amended  by  add- 
ing a  proviso  that  no  per  diem  shall  be  allowed. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  By  tbe  act  of  1818,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  if  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  ad- 
journ within  ten  days  of  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  Congress,  mileage  would  not  be  allowed  to  the 
members.  Now,l  am  sure  that  gentlemen  in  the 
House,  living  at  a  distance,  who  rely  on  mileage 
for  compensation  and  for  loss  sustained  in  coming 
here,  would  be  very  unwilling  to  forego  the  nfile- 
'  age;  and,  therefore,  the  House  would  go  strongly 
against  the  proposition  of  my  friend  from  Cali- 
fornia as  it  now  stands. 

That  proposition,  then,  cannot  be  concurred  in; 
and ,  as  lam  very  anxious  to  adjourn  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day,  1  think  the  better  plan  would  be 
to  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  with  some 
amendment,  let  the  House  disagree  to  it,  and  let 
the  two  Houses  meet  together  by  way  of  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  agree  upon  some  plan. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  California, 
end  1  do  not  see  that  it  involves  any  difficulty  in 
the  progress  of  the  resolution  through  the  House. 
If  we  agree  to  the  amendment,  and  the  House  is 
opposed  to  any  recess,  they  will  of  course  disagree 
to  that  amendment,  and  then  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  recede  firom  it,  and  adopt  the  res- 
olution as  it  came  to  us  from  the  House.  The  only 
inquiry  is  this:  Would  the  majority  of  the  Senate 
prefer  the  recess,  or  prefer  a  final  closing  of  the 
session  at  the  time  mentioned  by  the  House?  If 
the  majority  of  the  Senate  prefers  the  recess  and 
desires  to  obtain  it,  and  the  consent  of  the  House 
can  be  obtained  to  it,  tbe  simplest  proposition  in 
the  world  is  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  tbe 
Senator  from  California.  It  will  then  go  to  the 
House  as  an  amendment  to  their  resolution.  It 
will  be  considered  by  the  House,  as  is  the  constant 
habit  under  such  circumstances,  and  if  they  die- 
agree  80  that  we  find  a  recess  cannot  bs  obtained, 


we  shall  bare  but  to  recede  fVom  our  amendntent, 
and  agree  to  tbe  resolution  without  it. 

The  difficulty  which  it  is  suggested,  would  arise 
if  the  resolution  should  pass,  is  perhaps   worthy 
of  some  consideration.     1   understand  it    ia  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  accounting  officers,  that 
if  this  recess  be  taken  the  per  diem  of  the  Senators 
and  members  of  the  House  will  continue.     I  do 
not  know  how  that  is,  but  for  one,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  a  very  great  calamity  if  it  should.    I 
do  not  look  upon  it  as  such  a  great  evil  that  we 
should  put  ourselves  to  an  extraordinary  diiSeolly 
to  prevent  it  falling  upon  us,  and  certainly  it  jvooU 
have  no  injurious  effect  upon  those  among  as 
who  live  at  a  short  distance  from  tbe  Capitol,  ao4 
to  whom  the  mileage  ia  a  matter  of  very  amall 
consideration.    However,  sir,  I  interpose  no  ob- 
jection if  my  friend  from  Texas  insista  upon  it, 
to  expressly  providing  that  there  shall  be  nofcr 
dtem,  although  we  are  not  so  groaning  in  wealth, 
as  I  have  said,  that  it  should  be  considered  a  great 
evil.     I  am  perfectly  indifferent  about  it,  ana  an 
willing  to  iigree  to  such  an  amendment. 

With  regard  to  mileage,  it  may  be  that  the  resolt 
which  my  fViend  from  Georgia  suggests  might 
follow,  to  wit:  that  gentlemen  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  their  mileage  at  the  next  regular  session, 
either  because  the  adjournment  of  this  seosioa 
would  take  place  within  ten  days  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next,  or  because  tbe  session  might 
run  on,  so  as  to  lose  itself  in  that  regular  seasioa. 
Surely  that  would  not  be  a  matter  of  great  incon- 
venience, either  here  or  in  the  other  Houae,  be- 
cause a  simple  proviso  or  declaration  in  one  of  the 
appropriation  bills  would  settle  that  matter,  by 
declaring  that  this  should  be  considered  a  distinct 
session,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  roileaf^ 
That  is  an  amendment  which  would  surely  com- 
mend itself  to  the  two  bodies,  because  every  one 
would  be  in  favor  of  it.  If  anybody  should  be 
opposed  to  it,  there  would  be  no  trooble  here  in 
seeing  bow  we  would  vote;  and  if  tbe  yeaa  and 
nays  should  be  taken,  the  proposition  would  cer- 
tainly carry.  For  these  reasons,  believing  that 
tbe  best  plan  which  we  can  adopt  is  to  obtain 
what  we  consider  the  best,  without  putting  in 
jeopardy  what  is  next  best  to  it,  1  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  California. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Texas,  that  by  an  amendment  to  this  reso- 
lntion he  cannot  obtain  the  end  he  aims  at.  This 
resolution  is  nothing  but  a  resolution  of  tlie  two 
Houses  for  a  recess;  it  is  not  a  legislative  act.  It 
does  not  require  the  signature  of  the  Kxcealivc; 
and  therefore  it  could  not  repeal  an  existii^  kw. 
If,  then,  it  be  true  that,  by  an  existing  law,  een- 
pensation  would  run  to  the  members  of  botk 
Houses  during  the  recess,  you  cannot  avoid  it  by 
amending  the  resolutioa.  You  must  then,  in  order 
to  obtain  your  end,  put  a  provision  in  one  «f  the 
appropriation  bills,  or  pass  some  separate  »tt  of 
legislation  for  or  againet  the  compenaoUM,  at 
Congress  shall  see  proper.  I ,  therefore,  sBttOmto 
my  honorable  friend  from  Texas,  that  be  vMi- 
draw  the  amendment  for  the  present,  beeaiw  it 
would  have  no  effect  if  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  distinctly  announced  at  the 
time,  in  ofTering  tbe  amendment,  that  I  ahoidd 
vote  against  the  whole  proposition.  I  heard  the 
discussion  in  the  House  of  Representatives  opos 
this  subject,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
^seless  to  send  such  a  proposition  as  this,  if  tbe 
Tonstruction  be  placed  upon  it,  that  dtiring  a  reecse 
members  would  be  receiving  their  per  diem.  If 
that  construction  be  placed  upon  it,  and  SDch 
would  be  tbe  fact,  I  feel  very  well  satisfied  that  it 
would  not  pass  the  House;  or,  if  it  did  pass,  that 
it  would  be  put  in  such  a  shape  as  to  bring  it  back 
here  for  discussion  again.  In  regard  to  the  opes- 
tion  of  mileage,  and  as  to  what  Conerecw  win  do, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  may 
have  some  means  of  ascertaining  exactly  wbsi 
the  Senate  and  the  House  will  do;  but  lam  notes 
fortunate,  I  cannot  tell  what  they  will  do  until  the 
votes  are  taken. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  only  presumed  it,  because 
I  supposed  both  Houses  would  do  what  wu 
right. 

M  r.  RUSK.  That  is  rather  a  violent  prenunp- 
tion,  so  far  as  the  Senate  is  concerned.  I  do  not 
know  much  about  the  House;  but  io  looking  *l 
the  proceedings  of  this  body,  it  is  a  violent  pre- 
sumption. I  am  not  able,  like  tbe  Sen«uor  from 
North  Carolina,  as  I  hava  said,  to  foraMecxawtly 
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what  will  be  don*.  As  to  a  question  of  right  gen- 
tlemen (liflTer  about  it  sometimes,  but  under  all 
the  circumstaoces  1  withdraw  the  amendment.  I 
have  no  diuposiiion  to  embarrass  the  proposition; 
for  I  shall  vole  against  the  whole  of  it.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  House  resolution  to  adjourn 
on  the  14lb  of  August.  I  feel  very  well  satisfied 
that  we  cannot  get  through  with  the  business  be- 
fore that  time;  and  as  to  taking  a  recess  and  coming 
back  here  in  October,  the  end  of  it  will  be  that 
we  shall  do  nothing  until  the  short  session  com- 
mences. 

Mr.  WALKER,  f  think  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  fix  a  day  either  for  adjournment,  or 
for  a  recess.  I  think  so  for  reasons  which  have 
J  already  been  urged,  and  for  others.  There  are 
important  measures  under  consideration.  It  is 
important  that  they  should  be  acted  upon,  and 
it  is  important  that  they  should  not  be  embarrassed 
by  the  difficulty  which  might  arise  by  fixing  a 
day  for  the  adjournment.  Being  opposed  then, 
Bt  present,  to  fixing  a  day,  I  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  until  a 
week  from  next  Monday. 

Mr.  G  WIN.  1  hope  the  Senator  will  allow  as 
to  have  a  lest  vote  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.    That  is  what  I  do  not  want. 

Mr.  GWIN.  If  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
amendment  are  in  a  majority,  of  course  it  will  be 
voted  down,    I  hope  we  may  dispose  of  it, 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  am  willing  to  let  the  vote 
be  taken  upon  this  proposition;  but  I  shall  renew 
the  motion  to  postpone,  whether  the  amendment 
be  rejected  or  adopted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  have  not  been  so  fortunate 
aa  to  hear  the  reasons  which  have  been  rendered 
for  the  proposition  of  a  recess;  and  I  regret  ex- 
tremely— as  no  doubt  those  reasons  were  all-suf- 
ficient— that  I  had  not  that  opportunity;  but  I 
certainly  can  discover  none  for  it.  If  we  should 
fix  an  early  day  for  the  adjournment,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  would  expedite  ttie  business  of  Congress; 
and  I  am,  therefore,  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. If  I  can  hear  any  reasons  to  the  contrary, 
I  will  yield  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  if  I  think 
them  sufKcient;  but  at  this  time  I  am  disposed  to 
believe  that  the  best  course  the  Senate  can  adopt  is 
to  agree  to  the  resolution  aa  it  came  from  the  House 
of  Representatives, 

Mr.  STUART  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  amendment;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word 
before  recording  my  name  in  the  affirmative  on 
this  proposition;  but  if  that  obligation  had  not 
been  imposed  upon  me,  I  should  have  said  notiiiiig. 

Mr.  President,  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  California,  in  its  practical 
effect,  will  be  to  prolong  the  actual  session  of  Con- 
gress fourteen  Jays.  By  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  it  is  proposed  to  adjourn  on  the  14(h  of 
August:  by  the  amendment  it  is  proposed  to 
take  a  recess  from  the  17th  of  July  to  the  16th  of 
October,  so  that  the  difTerence  is  fourteen  days, 
and  the  session  is  prolonged  fourteen  days  by  the 
amendment. 

In  reference  to  the  pay,  there  is  no  earthly  diffi- 
culty in  having  a  bill  mtroduced  which,  I  imagine, 
would  pass  directly  here,  to  accompany  this  reso- 
lution, if  amended,  to  the  House,  so  that  when 
the  resolution  gets  there,  the  House  would  be  dis- 
embarrassed of  the  difficulty  which  1  understand 
my  friend  from  Texas  seems  to  think  influenced 
their  action — the  necessity  of  receiving  per  diem 
compensation  during  the  recess.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  one  here  who  does  not  believe  that  if 
we  were  to  take  a  recess,  and  come  back  in  Octo- 
ber, our  own  minds,  the  public  mind,  the  mind  of 
every  one,  would  be  better  prepared  than  no  w  to  go 
on  with  the  important  business  of  this  session.  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it  myself.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  country  at  large  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  public  interest  that 
we  should  now  adjourn. 

For  one,  if  the  appropriation  bills  were  through 
I  would  be  perfectly  willing  either  to  adjourn  to- 
morrow, jine  die,  or  take  a  recess;  but  still  I  cannot 
help  Seeing  that  there  are  important  measures  par- 
tially matured,  which  would  require  a  longer  time 
than  from  the  regular  session  in  December,  to  the 

reriod  of  adjournment  in  March;  and,  therefore, 
do  say,  that  the  people  of  the  country  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  we  should  appropriate  more 
of  our  time — God  knows  we  are  not  paid  for  it — 


in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  towards  them,  than 
would  be  done  if  we  were  to  adjourn  sine  die  as 
soon  as  the  appropriation  bills  are  passed. 

I  think  the  true  course  both  for  ourselves  and 
the  country  at  large,  would  be  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment, and  let  it  go  to  the  House.  If  I  understand 
parliamentary  rule — and  the  Senators  from  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  who  are  familiar  with  it, 
will  correct  me  if  1  am  wrong — if  we  adopt  the 
amendment,  and  it  goes  to  the  House,  they  have 
no  right  to  amend  the  resolution.  They  cannot 
fix  any  other  day;  they  are  either  to  reject  the 
whole  of  our  proposition  or  agree  to  it.  They 
cannot  fix  any  other  day  than  the  I4th  of  August, 
unless  they  agree  to  our  amendment.  They  must 
either  accept  this  or  reject  it,  and  let  the  resolution 
come  ,back  to  us  for  an  adjournment  on  the  14ih 
of  August,  We  are,  therefore,  relieved  from  all 
the  difficulty  arising  from  the  supposition  that  we 
should  not  have  the  privilege  to  adjourn  on  the 
14ih  of  August  at  any  rate;  so  that  it  is  merely  a 
trial  on  our  part.  We  passed  this  proposition  for 
a  recess  the  other  day  by  almost  a  unanimous  vote. 
We  believed  then,  and  we  believe  now,  that  it  is 
necessary. 

Mr.  RUSK,  If  we  pass  the  resolution  to  take 
the  recess  on  the  16th  of  July,  there  will  be  a 
scramble  for  the  appropriation  bills,  and  no  other 
business  will  be  done.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
appropriation  bills  will  consume  the  rest  of  the 
time,  with  speeches  to  be  made  on  abstract  ques- 
tions. Our  time  will  be  thus  consumed  until  the 
recess;  and,  when  we  come  back  in  October,  we 
shall  have  but  little  more  than  a  month — not  more 
than  six  weeks — between  that  time  end  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  this  body  and  of  the  other  House  are 
lawyers.  October  is  the  time  for  holding  the  fall 
courts,  generally  almost  every  where,  and  this  is 
an  objection  to  the  amendment. 

There  is  another  reason  which  shows  that  we 
should  do  no  business  if  we  take  a  recess  and 
come  back  in  October.  The  elections  in  most  of 
the  States  take  place  in  that  month,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  will  be  attending  to  them. 
There  are  some  very  important  measures  before 
Congress,  some  of  vital  importance,  that  might 
arise  between  this  and  the  middle  of  August;  and 
the  end  of  it  will  be  that  no  business,  except  the 
passage  of  the  appropriation  bills,  will  be  done 
between  this  lime  and  the  recess;  and  then,  with 
such  members  as  are  attending  to  the  courts,  and 
such  as  are  attending  to  their  elections  in  the 
States  after  the  recess,  we  should  find  ourselves, 
up  to  the  Jime  of  beginning  the  next  session  of 
Congress  in  December,  almost  wiihoutaqunrum, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  nothing  will  be  gained  by  it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
fesdlted — yeas  27,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

TEAS — MeMra.  Atchison,  Badfrer,  Bsjard,  Bell,  Bright, 
nrodhesd,Clsylon,Coopnr,  Dawaiin,  DndgeorWiKonnin, 
Dodge  of  lows,  Fenveiiden,  Foot,  Geyer.  Gillette,  Gwin, 
HatHlIn,  Joinea,  Johnnon,  Pearce,  Pratt,  nebaMiian.  Sltdell, 
Sumner,  Thonnon  of  New  Jersey,  Weller,  and  Wiltisma 
— 87. 

NAYS — Heaars.  Adama,  Chaae,  Evana,  Fiah,  Houston, 
Hunter,  M.-won,  Norria,  Rualt,  Seward,  Shlclda,  Smart, 
Thompson  orKenlucky,  Toombs,  Wade,  and  Walker— 16. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  until  Monday 
week. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  at  any  rate  we  shall 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  the  question. 
The  sooner  we  ascertain  the  certainty  of  the  case, 
and  learn  the  decision  of  the  House  upon  it,  it 
will  be  belter  for  those  who  oppose  as  well  as 
for  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  resolution  as 
amended. 

Mr,  WALKER.  It  is  just  that  very  certainty 
that  I  do  not  want  to  incur,  and  for  one,  I  hope 
that  there  will  be  more  of  the  Senate,  who  will 
sympathize  with  my  view  than  seem  to  do  so  by 
the  vote  which  has  been  taken.  If  we  vote  on  the 
resolution  and  it  be  adopted,  we  shall  have  fixed 
the  day,  when  we  shall  take  the  recess.  That,  I 
do  not  wish  to  do;  and  as  I  remarked  before,  1 
hope  there  are  more  of  the  Senate  who  sympa- 
thize in  that  view  of  the  subject  than  seem  to 
do.  I  am  opposed  at  present  to  fixing  the  time 
either  to  adjourn,  or  to  take  a  recess,  and  there- 
fore 1  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  the  Senate  determine  to 
take  a  recess  we  ought  to  decide  at  once,  in  order 
that  we  may  prepare  for  the  work  before  us,    1 


am  against  this  proposition,  but  I  hope  the  Sena- 
tor from  Wisconsin  will  withdraw  his  motion, 

Mr.  WALKER.  My  object  does  not  seem  to 
be  understood.  I  think  that  if  we  take  up  the  res- 
olution next  Monday  week,  it  will  do  as  well  as 
now,  and  In  the  mean  time  we  shall  know  to  what 
extent  we  have  gone  in  transacting  the  business 
which,  for  one,  I  wish  to  reach.  My  object  is 
niicio  defeat  the  resolution.  I  will  join  with  its. 
friends  in  taking  it  up  at  the  time  mentioned.  My 
object  is  simply  to  postpone  it  until  that  day,  so 
that  we  may  see  what  can  be  done  in  the  mean 
time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  _  I  see  no  objection  to  voting. 
If  there  is  a  majority  of  the  Senate  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
it  will  be  carried;  if  there  is  not,  it  will  be  lost. 

Mr.  CHASE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion;  and  they  were  ordered,  end  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  13,  nays  30;  as  follows: 

VEAS— Mcsara.  Bright,  Cliase,Gillelu;,  Houston, James, 
Norria,  Rusk,  Seward,  Shinlda,  Sluari,  Sumner,  Wade, 
and  Walker— 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adama,  Atchison,  Badger,  Bayard, 
Bell,  Brodhead,  Clayton,  Coo[>er,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Wia- 
consin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Evans,  Fessenden,  Fiflh,  Foot, 
Geyer,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Hiiiiler,  Johnson,  Miuon,  Pearce, 
Pratt,  iSfbasiian,  31tdcll,Thomp!«on  of  Kpiitucky,  Tbom- 
aon  of  New  Jersey,  Toombs,  Weller,  and  Williams — 30, 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended, 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered, 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  that  the  resolution  lie 
upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
it,  but  I  submit  to  the  Chair  whether,  after  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  called  for  and  ordered  on  one 
proposition,  iliey  can  be  ordered  on  another,  while 
that  first  proposition  is  pending. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Certainly,  that  can  be 
done  even  after  the  yejs  and  nays  are  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween taking  a  vote  on  passing  the  measure  and 
killing  it,  and  ordering  it  to  lie  on  the  table  i 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  15,  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaars.  Bright,  Chase,  Oillelle,  Houston,  Hun- 
ter, James.  Mason,  Norris,  Rusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Siusrt, 
Sumner,  Wade,  and  Walker — 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bayard,  Bell,  Clay- 
ton, Cooper,  Dawsnn,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of 
Iowa,  Evans,  Fessendon,  Fish,  Fool,  Oeyer,  Owin,  Ham- 
lin, Johnson,  Pearce,  Prau,  Sebastian,  9lidell,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Thomsoo  of  New  Jersey,  Toomba,  Weller, 
and  Williama— 38. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  resulted — yeas  US, 
nays  16;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measra.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Brodhesd, 
Clayton,  Cooper,  DoWson,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of 
Iowa,  Evans,  Fessenden,  Fish,  Foot,  Geyer,  Gwiii,  Ham- 
lin, Johnson,  Pearce,  Pratt,  Sebastian,  Slidelt,  Thomson 
of  New  Jersey,  Toombs,  Weller,  and  Williams — 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Bright,  Chase,  Oilieue,  Hous- 
ton, Hunter,  Mason,  Norris,  Rusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Stu- 
art, Sumner,  Tliom|>sou  of  Kentucky,  Wade,  und  Walker, 
—16. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
HOUR  OP  MEETING. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution which  I  submitted  yesterday,  proposingan 
earlier  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the  Senate — eleven 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  That  will  lead  to  discussion; 
and  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  take  up  the  order 
of  the  day,  on  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Delaware  [Mr,  Clatton]  is  entitled  to  ihe  floor. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  understand  from  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Delaware,  that  the  hour  being 
late,  and  his  health  not  being  very,  strong,  he  would 
prefer,  if  such  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate,  not 
to  go  on  to-day  with  the  remarks  which  he  pro- 
poses to  make  on  the  subject  referred  to  by  the 
senator  from  Illinois.  Hence,  if  the  Senate  desire 
to  take  up  any  other  business,  it  will  be  convenient 
to  him  that  it  should  be  done. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.    I  was  not  aware  of  that, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  motion;  and  they  were  ordered, and  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

TEAS— Memrs.  Adams,Chase,Clayton,  Dawson,  Dodge 
of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Evans,  Fessenden,  Gillette, 
Owln,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Hon  tar.  Jamas,  Prou,  Ru*k,aew- 
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ud,  Bbielda, Smart,  Samiwr.Wade,  Walker.ud  WIIUanM 
—4b. 

NATS— Me»n.  AtchiMit,  Badger,  Bayard,  Bell,  Ben- 
jamin, Bright,  Brodbead,  Cooper,  Fiili,  Fool,  Johnaon, 
Maaon,  Norrii,  Pearce,  gebasDan,  SUdell,  Thompann  or 
Kentucky,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  andToomba — 19. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  oflhereeolution,  which 
ia  aa  follows: 

Kaolatd,  TbM  the  Senate  will  liereaAer  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  CHASE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  resolution;  and  they  were  ordered, 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  merely  to  say,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  vote  I  shall  give  on  this  resolution, 
that  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  appointing  eleven 
o'clock  «a  the  hour  of  meeting  when  we  arrive 
at  that  period  of  the  session  when  it  hus  been 
usual  for  the  Senate  to  adopt  that  course.  The 
Senate  has  not  been  in  the  habit  heretofore  at  the 
long  session  of  meeting  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  least 
sooner  than  the  month  of  July.  Two  years  ago 
the  resolution  to  meet  at  that  hour  was  adopted 
on  the  6ih  of  August.  We  are  all  aware  that  the 
committees  have  now  very  considerable  business 
before  them,  and  it  must  be  an  inconvenience, 
either  to  the  committees  or  to  the  Senate,  now  to 
advance  the  hour  to  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  HOUSTON .  In  consequence  of  the  adop- 
tion this  morning  of  the  resolution  for  s  recess,  I 
think  an  additional  exertion  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  to  get  on  with  the  public  busi- 
ness. The  House  of  llepresentatives  may  adopt 
the  amendment  made  this  morning  by  the  Senate 
to  their  resolution,  and  thus  an  early  day  will  be 
fixed  for  us  to  adjourn.  For  that  reason,  I  think, 
■t  is  necessary  that  we  should  occupy  as  much 
time  as  practicable  in  forwarding  business.  At 
any  rate,  we  ought  to  do  as  much  as  we  can,  until 
we  know  whether  the  House  will  concur  in  the 
action  of  the  Senate  or  not.  Hence,  I  think  it  is 
very  proper  that  we  should  meet  a  little  earlier 
than  we  have  heretofore  done. 

Mr.  PRATT,  I  shall  vote  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Texas  for  the  resolution  which  he 
has  proposed,  [n  Fio  doing,  I  am  probably  actu- 
ated, in  some  degree,  by  the  same  motive  which  I 
am  sure  actuates  him  in  reality.  Like  him,  I 
have  been  occasionally  absent  during  the  session, 
[laughter,]  and  I  feel  the  obligation  imposed  on 
me,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  dots  on  himself,  to 
work  myself,  and  eet  my  friends  in  the  Senate  to 
work,  by  forcing  them  to  meet  an  hour  earlier,  in 
order  to  get  along  with  public  bnainesa.  [Re- 
newed laughter.]  I  am  sure  that  is  the  feeling 
with  him;  I  shall  go  with  him,  because  I  have 
been  absent  from  the  Senate  for  one  or  two  days 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  President,  I  feel  the 
force  of  the  Senator's  remarks,  and  perhaps  I  owe 
the  Senate  some  excuse  for  my  absence,  to  which 
he  has  alluded.  I  know  very  well  that  I  was  ab- 
sent a  good  while;  and  as  it  will  hot  be  disrespect- 
ful, t  may  as  well  assign  an  apology  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  had  been  here  for  months.  There  was 
not  any  matter  of  great  importance  discussed,  ex- 
cept one  "great  principle,"  that  I  did  not  under- 
stand. 1  knew,  therefore,  that  it  was  a  consump- 
tion of  my  time  to  remain  here. 

There  was  another  reason.  I  did  not  consider  it 
disrespectful  to  absent  myself,  but  I  did  it  in  self- 
defense,  1  was  afraid  1  should  get  a  surfeit  if  I 
remained  here,  and  I  therefore  thought  it  better 
to  withdraw  myself  for  a  while,  I  knew  there 
was  sufficient  ability,  patriotism,  and  intelligence 
among  the  Senators  here  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  very  well,  and  I  considered  myself 
rather  in  the  nature  of  a  supernumerary,  and  not 
as  essential  to  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the 
body. 

These  were  my  only  reasons.  I  intended  no 
disrespect,  I  assure  gentlemen.  I  left  them  with 
regret;  I  returned  to  renew  my  association  witli 
them  with  great  pleasure ;  and,  in  order  that  I  may 
increase  that  pleasure,  I  wish  to  see  them  for  a 
longer  time  each  day  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  I  am  afraid 
the  Senator  from  Texas  is  disposed  to  expiate  his 
own  sins  by  imposing  penance  upon  others. 
[Laughter.]  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  meeting 
at  eleven  o'clock.  We  very  rarely  sit  beyond 
four  o'clock,  I  doubt  whether  we  shall  continue 
in  deliberation  here  more  than  four  hours  if  we 
met  at  eleven,  and  if  we  should  continue  in  ses- 


sion more  than  four  hours  a  day,  I  doubt  whether 
the  public  interest  would  be  benefited  by  it.  We 
shall  become  exceedingly  weary  during  the  hot 
weather  of  a  sitting  of  four  hours.  We  have  not 
as  yet  reached  that  period  of  the  session  when  the 
committees  are  without  business.  Indeed,  one  of 
the  committees  of  the  Senate  will  be  pressed  with 
business  from  this  time  until  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. •  We  are  yet  to  get  the  important  appropri- 
ation bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  they  will  require  very  close  and  attentive  ex- 
amination from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the 
members  of  which  must  be  either  absent  from  the 
sittings  of  the  Senate,  or  must  neglect  the  peculiar 
business  of  that  committee. 

But  besides  that,  sir,  I  do  not  perceive  that  we 
shall  accomplish  anything  which  will  expedite 
the  public  business  by  adopting  the  re»oluiion  of 
the  Senator  from. Texas.  I  believe  the  Senate  is 
now  largely  ahead  of  the  House.  I  do  not  see, 
therefore,  unless  we  should  get  behind  the  House 
in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  spur  us  up.  1  hope  the  Senator  will 
be  convinced  with  this  patriotic  display  of  his 
intentions,  and  let  the  Senate  rest  in  peace  a  little 
while  longer. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  One  or  two  of  the  consider- 
ations mentioned  by  my  friend  from  Marylimd 
[Mr.  Pearce]  will  determine  my  vole.  1  find,  by 
inquiry,  that  not  only  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whose  business  he  has  alluded,  but  that  many 
of  the  other  important  committees  of  the  Senate, 
have  a  great  deal  of  their  business  still  before 
them  not  reported  upon.  They  require  an  hour 
or  two  hours  before  the  meeting  of  the  Senile,  to 
go  on  with  the  public  business.  By  meeting  at 
eleven  o'clock  we  shall  make  no  speed;  we  shall 
cut  off  the  action  of  the  committees,  and  actually 
obstruct  the  business  of  Congress.  Desirous  as  I 
am  to  act  with  all  reasonable  dispatch  upon  the 
business  of  the  country,  I  do  not  see  that  the  res- 
olution now  before  us  will  advance  the  public 
interests.  My  impression  is  that  we  had  better 
continue  to  meet  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  give  the 
committees  ample  time  to  digest  the  measures 
upon  which  we  shall  be  called  to  act. 

Mr,  HOUSTON,  If  the  committees  really  have 
business  before  them — as  1  have  no  doubt  they 
have,  for  it  ia  so  represented — I  would  suggest 
that  their  members  can  retire  after  business  com- 
mences here,  as  the  number  of  those  thus  called 
off  would  not  be  very  large,  we  should  probably 
have  as  near  a  quorum  as  we  usually  have.  Sena- 
tors on  some  of  the  committees  could  retire,  or 
could  postpone  coming  to  the  Senate  for  one  hour, 
and  allow  the  body  to  go  on  with  the  ordinary  trans- 
action of  business.  My  resolution  will  add  an 
additional  hour  to  our  deliberations  here.  Four 
o'clock  I  believe  is  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment, 
and  my  proposition  is  only  to  make  an  advance 
of  one  hour  in  the  time  of  meeting  in  the  morning. 
The  sun  now  rises  at  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  thus  gentlemen  will  have  six  or  seven 
hours  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  until  the  time 
which  I  propose  for  the  meeting  of  the  Senate, 
which  will  aflbrd  ample  time  for  all  necessary  prep- 
aration. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  resulted — yeas  30, 
nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Cliase,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Wis- 
consin, Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Fcs((pnd>'n,  Gillette,  Ham- 
lin, Houston,  Hunter,  James,  Mason,  Pratt,  Itusk,  Seward, 
Shields,  Stuart,  Walker,  and  Williams— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alchleon,  Badger,  Bayard,  bell,  Ben- 
jamin, Bright,  Brodhead.  Brown,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cooper, 
Evans,  Fisb,  Fitzpatrick,  Foot,  Oeyer,  Johnson,  Norria, 
Pearce,  Sebastian,  Slidell  .Thompson  of^Kenlucky,  Thom- 
son of  New  Jersey,  Toombs,  Toucey,  and  Wade — 3d. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected, 

EXECUnVB  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and   •  .• 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesdat,  Jmu  H,  ]854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milburn. 
TheJoumalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  coro- 


!  munication  froiiL  the  Clerk  of  the  Hotiae,  tnna- 
;  mitting  estimalea  of  additional  appropriations  for 
:  the  expenses  of  the   House  of  Representativet, 
{  made  necessary  by  existing  orders  of  the  House 
I  and  its  committees,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30th  June,  1855;  which, 
ll      On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBBINS,  were  referred  to 
{;  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
i       The  SPEAKER.    The  business  firat  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  by  thegea- 
ileman  from  Ohio,  [Mr,  Oldi,]  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  increase 
the  rates  of  postage,  upon  which  the  gentleouui 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr,  Chandler]  is  entitled  lo 
the  floor, 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Having  some  auspieiao 
as  to  the  time  when  this  bill  would  again  come  up, 
1  availed  myself  of  an  opportunity  of  exprecaia^ 
my  views  upon  this  subject  when  another  bill  was 
under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Wiicle, 
and  I  do  not,  therefore,  desire  to  occupy  the  floor 
now. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  debate  upon  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill  is  to  be  terminated,  by  a  resolatioe 
adopted  yesterday,  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 
There  are  several  gentlemen  who  desire  to  speak, 
and  1  therefore  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  hope  the  genilemau  from  Sooth 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  will  not  urge  thatmotion,  but 
allow  committees  to  make  reports durinstheiDora- 
ing  hour.  There  are  several  bills  besiurs  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  upon  which  genilem«i  can 
make  their  speeches.  Let  us  procaeed  to  the  r^- 
ular  order  of  business,  and  consume  the  moraiog 
hour  in  making  reports. 

Mr,  ORR.  We  ought  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  this  reason,  that  ilMse  gentlemea 
who  have  prepared  their  speeches,  and  desire  to 
make  them,  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so 
for  ten  days,  unless  we  go  into  committee  nov.as 
it  will  take  that  length  of  time  to  dispose  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic1l>ill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Oaa's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordmgly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Orr  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  eommUtee  last 
rose  they  had  under  consideration  the  civil  oad 
diplomatic  bill,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Brooks]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  after  briefly  stating  the  general 
outlines  of  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  nil- 
road  ond  telegraphic  communication  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  proceeded  to  speak  of 
the  constitutional  power  to  grant  lands  for  tfatt 
purpose,  contending  that  the  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution, in  his  opinion,  contemplates  that  the  lands 
shall  be  disposed  of  so  as  to  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  all  the  States,  and  not  to  one,  or  a  part  of  them 
only,  the  territory  being  the  common  property  <^ 
all  the  States;  and,  therefore,  he  was  opposed  U> 
the  granting  of  lands  in  the  manner  propoaed  is 
that  bill. 

Mr.  SINGLETON  addressed  the  eomniueeoa 
our  relations  with  Spain.  He  contended  that 
Spain  had  no  cause  of  complaint  against  us;  for, 
in  our  intercourse  with  her,  we  had  violated  none 
of  the  principles  of  international  law;  we  had 
faithfully  fulfilled  all  our  stipulations  with  btr, 
and  had  always  endeavored  to  cultivate  and  sos- 
tain  amicable  relations  with  that  Power.  On  the 
other  hand,  Spain  had  committed  a  aeries  of  ag- 
gressions against  us,  which  demanded  the  prompt 
action  oC  our  Government.  He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  various  outrages  ooa- 
mitted  by  Spain  on  our  citizens,  and  ooot«id(d 
that  the  execution  of  Crittenden  and  bia  compan- 
ions was  in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations  bel  veea 
the  two  Governments.  In  his  opinion'  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  demand  of 
Spain  full  reparation  for  all  the  injuries  she  hoi 
committed  upon  us;  we  should  demand  assaianet 
that  in  the  future  Spain  should  use  all  reasonable 
efforts  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  wrongs  she 
had  perpetrated  upon  us,  and  insist  upon  it,  as  a 
tine  qua  rum,  that  that  Power  should  establish  a 
tribunal,  either  upon  the  Island  of  Cuba  or  at  a 
point  near  this  Government,  with  full  power  to 
settle  all  difficulties  which  might  iirise between  the 
two  Governments.     If  Spam  should  reAiM  Is 
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aee«d«  to  theB*propo«tioiM,  s6  iost  and  liberal  in 
tkaar  chamct«r,  he  wai  for  blocbadine  every  port 
of  Cab«r  ttnd  for  taking  possession  ofit,  and  oc- 
cnpTine  it,  so  Ions  as  our  arras  could  bold  it. 

Mr.  LATHAAf ,  after  referring  to  the  course 
of  debate,  said  that  there  are  loo  many' teachers, 
who  slightly  vary  in  the  doctrines  they  would  in- 
c«kat«,  thvrefore  it  was  diffieult  to  determine  who 
arc  the  orthodox  teachers  and  who  are  not.  He 
skMohcd  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  country  > 
and  then  said  he  saw  no  reason  why  we  should 
assert  "what  we  intend  to  do  hereafter.  If  the 
worM  has  not  sagacity  enough  to  seethe  tendency 
of  our  p»liey>  it  is  not  becoming  in  us  to  proclaim 
what  we  win  do  In  our  forthcoming  strength.  The 
miafortnne  is,  that  we  hare  too  many  great  men, 
whostf  prurient  ambition  stops  at  noUiing,  and 
whose  longing  after  immortality  is  never  satisfied 
till  they  see  their  names  in  print.  He  proceeded 
t*  speak  in  relation  to  the  resolution  heretofore 
offered  with  rt^purd  to  the  rights  of  neutrals.  He 
saw  no  necessity  for  such  a  declaration,  as  those 
rights  are  perfectly  vrdl  understood.  We  have 
ever  acted  up  to  our  professions,  and  the  world 
iiaa  given  us  credit  for  it.  Hs  had  no  doubt  that 
our  country  will  alwajrs  stand  up  for  her  rights, 
and  maintain  them  at  all  haiittds.  All  we  ask  is 
a  strict  observance  of  our  r»hts  as  neutrtds. 

As  to  another  set  of  resnnitions  Mrith  regard  to 
Cuba,  he  admitted  that  our  relations  with  Spain 
are  delicate.  We  have  no  idea  of  any  other  gov- 
ernment holding  Cuba  but  Spain.  Cuba  is  a 
plantation  badly  worked  for  ike  proprietor.  In 
course  oftime  it  must  come  under  the  hammer, 
and  we  can  pay  a  suiEeient  amount  to  remove  the 
mortgage.  At  the  same  time  we  haTe'iM  idea 
tbtt  any  other  nation  than  ours  shall  bid  for  it. 
Ifi  ease  of  the  dealh  of  the  owner,,  we  shali  enter 
tm  administrator  ofWie  estate.  He  did  not  mean 
to  be  understood  as  advocating  a  speedy  ejection 
ofthe  present  owner.  All  peaceable  means  should 
first  be  resorted  to;  and  we  should  not  make  use 
of  force  tratil  we  are  eompdied  to  do  so ;  and  when 
we  do  strike,  let  us  not  strike  in  vain. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  hav«  listened  with  great 
pleasure,  as  1  always  do,  to  the  remarks  that  nave 
litHan  firom  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Califor- 
nia, [Mr.  Latham,}  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  If  I  could  not  at>prove  everv  sentiment, 
that  sprung  from  his  lips,  I  approve  the  spirit  by 
which  these  sentiments  were  engendered.  I  was 
delighted  to  hear  him  speak  of  the  early  history 
of  our  country,  and  the  Herculean  vigor  whioi 
boa  attended  her  onward  course.  I  was  gradiied 
with  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
when  comparing  our  country  to  ancient  Rome— 
with  the  vigor  of  her  arms,  and  the  energies  with 
which  she  met  the  enemies  of  her  RepoMie,  and 
reduced  them  to  the  allegiance  of  her  hiws,  morals, 
and  customs. 

While  the  gentleman  was  thus  speaking  of 
Reman  vigor,  intelleot,  and  virtue,  I  also  rteol- 
Iceted  Mmething  of  Roman  economy  at  the  sam<! 
lime.  I  remember  that  while  the  eoifsuhi  and 
military  pownr  of  Rome  were  carrying  ainroad  her 
eagles  to  alarm  and  conquer  the  world,  the  tribunes 
and  people  at  home  were  contributing  to  the  com- 
fort, convenience,  and  healthftilness  ofthe  Roman 
people;  and  while  the  blood  of  foreign  nations 
was  poured  out  beneath  the  sword  of  ner  foreign 
leaden,  from  every  square,  every  street,  and  every 
temple  in  ancient  Rome,  there  gushed  forth  the 
pure,  healthful,  native  element  of  water  that  taught 
themeleanlinesa;forthevirtueof  eleanlineis,!  am 
toM,  is  next  to  rodliness. 

When  the  deficiency  bill  was  before  this  House 
sf  few  weeks  since,  there  was  a  motion  made  for 
am  appropriation  to  eontinne,  not  to  commence,  the 
coMtmction  of  the  water-works.  I  beg  members 
who  are  kind  enough  to  listen  tome,  to  hearme  not 
for  any  eloquence  I  may  have,  but  sim|Ay  to  hear 
hie  for  niy  cause,  and  to  be  silent  that  taey  may 
fafear.  [Lauc^tei'.]  When  the  Committee  ofthe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  under  oon- 
aiderBlfott,  a  fow  weeks  since,a  pioposition  tomake 
an  appropriation  for  die  oontinuatioh  ofthe  aque- 
«taet,  a  Mrong  argattwat  was' made  upon  tMa  sub- 
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Ject  by  the  honorable  gentleman  whom  I  am  glad 
to  see  in  his  qcat,  an  argument  which  1  desired  to 
answer  at  that  time;  but  bring  honored  with  a  seat 
which  you  now  occupy,  I  was  deprived  of  that 
pleasure.  Not  believing  that  this  question  would 
80  soon  come  up,  or,  in  other  wordii,  not  dreaming 
that  the  detMte  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  eiifU  and  .diplomatic 
bill  would  so  soon  cIosi»,  I  neglected  thatprepara- 
tioB  which  is  always  ussftil  to  a  man  who  would 
speak  instructively  te  thef  House,  and  which  is 
always  respectAil  to  such  a  body  as  is  awjembled 
here. 

I  do  not  desire  to  call  Ihealtention  of  the  House 
bock  to  the  measure  which  was  then'  under  con- 
sideration. I  desirci  in  the  first  phce,  to  remark, 
that  my  object  is  to  offier  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  if  the  proposition  is 
not  already  there,  making  an  appropriation  of 
|500,000  to  continue  the  aifuedact,  already  com- 
menced ,  for  the  supply  of  the  District  of  Colum  bia 
with  pore  and  wholesome  water. 

Somebody,  the  honorable  gentleman  on  my 
left,  I  thinlc,  (Mr.  Skcltoh,]  I  recollect,  and 
some  ethers,  awced  why  Congress  should  do  this, 
why  the  people  of  the  city  should  not  wash  them- 
selves; wiiy  they  should  not  do  their  own  work, 
and  in  their  own  way?  Mr.  Chairman,  following 
the  advice  of  the  Patna-  of  hi»  Country,  the  nation 
selected  a  site  for  a  dty,  and  invited  to  it  none  of 
the  appliances  of  commerce,  none  of  the  conveni- 
ences of  trade,  Aone  of  the  elements  of  manufhc- 
tores,  but  intended  it  for  a  place  where  the  reore- 
sentatives  of  the  people  should  quietly  assemble, 
beyond  the  noise  and  din  of  trade,  beyond  the 
iimnences  of  the  larger  commsreml  marts  of  the 
country,  and  enjoy  the  peace  and  repose  neces- 
sary te  that  reflection  on  which  laws  are  made, 
and  not,  sir,  I  trust,  without  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  which  every  man  in  this  country  is 
entitled  to. 

Sir,  that  is  one  reason  Why  Congress  hat  al- 
ways been  called  upon,  or,  rather,  why  it  has 
always  volunteered,  to  vote  money  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  capital.  The  population  of  this' 
city  is  composed ,  in  a  great  degree,  of  clerics,  (t 
is  generally  a  eommunny  of  pmons  who  are  de- 
pending, day  by  day,  for  their  daily  support  on 
tkt  pittance  allowM  to  them  by  CongrMs;  and 
Coiigress  has  been  always  careftil  not  to  extend 
its  Iwerality  to  such  an  excess  as  that  those  people 
shoold  boesme  independent  of  it,  nor  does  it  gtve 
them  suffidtnt  to  raise  them  to  thitt  independence 
which  we,  who  live  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
hope  to  attain  and  preserve.  That,  I  repeat,  is 
one  reason  why  Congress  has  always  done  the 
work  necessary  for  this  city — because  it  is  their 
own  city;  and  that  is  why,  to  prevent  dust  trtim 
flying  into  the  eyes  of  congressmen,  the  avenue, 
wnich  had  been  macadamized,  was  pebble-paved; 
and,  to  protect  congressmen  flom  tne  inconveni- 
ence of  walking  in  the  dark,  we  have  lighted  the 
avenues.  I  might  say  something  about  other 
reasons;  but  I  fear  that  I  should  tread  on  some 
one's  corns,  [laughter,]  and  thus  I  shall  say  noth- 
ing about  them. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  reason 
why  water  should  be  supplied  to  this  city.  I  say 
notning  of  the  great  demands  which  we  members 
of  Congress  ha've  for  that  element  of  health,  com- 
fort, and  strength,  for  drinking. 

Bet  the  amount  of  property  owned  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  public  buildings  here  has  great  de- 
mands upon  us  for  protection  from  fire;  and,  if  for 
no  other  reason,  we  should  carry  oat  this  plan  of 
supplying  the  capital  with  water,  this  single  rea- 
son is  sttflicient  to  enable  us  and  to  authorize  us 
to  makf  the  appropriation  Which  I  shall  ask  you 
to  make.  1  hope,  sir,  this  Capitol  is  not  destined 
to  be  burned  again.  1  hope  not;  but  I  say  to  you, 
there  is  not  a  shanty  witoin  a  hundred  miles  of 
this  city  which  is  such  a  complete  tinder-box  as 
is  this  Capitol.  Ton  may  look  around  and  see 
these  massive  pillars;  you  may  look  around  and 
see  these  mariile  cornices;  and  you  may  look  on 
the  floor  and  see  it  Uld  in  brick  and  mortar,  and 
say^thatfiiv  eailnot  reach  diam. 


But ,  sir,  there  is  a  dome  over  the  center  buililing 
of  this  Capitol  which  invites  fire.    There  ia  a  ncfit 
of  dry  materials  there,  covered  over  wilh  tarred 
paper,  that  seems  almost  to  threaten  conflagralinn 
without  the  use  ofthe  torch — a  spontaneous  com-, 
bustinn.     When,  two  years  since,  the  library  of' 
this  House  was  destroyed  for  wantof  water — when 
$200,000  were  lost  there  for  the  want  of  a  little 
water — then,  sir,  it  was  notiiingbutthenrcidenlal 
placinfTof  n  military  force  upon  (he  apirnl  sloirs. 
of  the  House  tliat  kept  the  fire  from  renching  that 
dome.   The  whole  roof,  a  gentleman  on  my  right 
tells  me,  ia  of  the  same  character.  There  in  notli- 
ing  in  this  House  but  the  posts  and  the  ptrsom, 
but  what  is  subject  to  conflagration .    [Laughter.  I , 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  we  slioulo' 
make  this  appropriation.  There  is  one  thing: 
which  concerns  our  health  very  much;  for  I  am 
making  an  argument  ad  lumuntm,  and  I  am  apply- 
ing my  remarks  to  myself,  and  to  those  who  are ' 
here,  the  Representatives  of  the  people.  There  is 
not  a  street  in  this  city,  not  a  narrow  street  nin- 
aing  between  the  avenue,  but  is  in  a  state  so  filthy 
as  to  engender  miasma  and  disease.  I  knoiT 
something  of  this  matter.  I  understand  it  well.. 
I  was  long  engaged  with  the  sanitary  condition  of 
a  large  city  during  tlie  prevalence  of  an  epidemic, 
and  I  know  what  it  is  that  medical  men  consider 
as  the  leading  cause  of  disease,  and  what  is  neces- 
sary to  apply  to  remove  those  causes. 

But  I  say  there  arc  narrow  streets  where  tlie 
impurities  are  so  great  that  nothing  less  tlian  a 
large  body  of  water,  flrequently  turned  into  them, 
would  suffice  to  clear  them  out.  Let  us,  there-, 
fore,  supply  water  for  their  cleanliness,  and  to 
promote  their  health.  Suliu  pepuK  suprtma  est 
lex.  That  is,  it  shoiild  be  the  first  law  of  the 
land  to  keep  the  people  healthy;  and,  most  of  lUI, 
should  the  Representatives  of  the  people  be  in  a 
healthy  and  sound  condition  of  mind  and  body. 
Perhaps,  sir,  it  would  be  as  well  for  me  here  to 
give  a  short  statement  of  what  has  been  under-' 
taken  and  done  in  the  attempt  to  supply  this  city 
with  water  under  the  direction  of  Congress. 

Its  history  is  as  follows: 

Congress  appropriated  |5,000  to  enable  the 
President  to  idake  the  necessary  stirveys,  projects, 
and  estimates  for  determining  the  best  manner  of 
affor^ng  to  the  cities  of  Washington  and  George- 
town nn  unfailing  and  abundant  supply  of  good 
and  wholesome  water. 

A  survey,  under  a  small  lippropriation  made  by 
a  previous  Congtess,  assisted  by  an  appropriation 
by  thecity.  had  been  made  in  1850  of  Rock  Creek, 
by  Colonel  O.  W.  Hughes.  The  means  at  his 
disposal  did  not  enable  him  to  make  a  survey  of 
the  Qreat  Palls  of  the  Potomac.  His  report  and 
estimate  were  stibmitted  to  Coiigress,  and  the  re- 
sult was  the  appropriation  ot  $5,000  in  1853, 
before  mentioned,  for  further  surveys.  Captain 
Meigs  was  directed  by  the  orders  of  President 
Pillmore,on  the  3d  November,  1853,  to  make  this' 
examination .  His  report  was  transmitted  by  Mr. 
Pillmore  to  the  Senate  on  the  Slst  February,  1853, 
and  was  printed  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  48, 33a  Cong. 
3d  Seas.,  (Senate,)  and  has  been  laid  on  the  t(d}Te 
of  every  member  of  Congress.  In  it  three  plans 
are  examined  and  discussed.  One  is  to  obtain  the 
water  from  Rock  Creek  by  a  larger  reservoir  and 
aqueduct  than  that  proposed  by  Colonel  Hughes. 
One  to  take  it  from  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Potomac, 
elevating  it  by  water  power,  to  reservoirs  a  short 
distance  above  Georgetown .  The  other  is  to  take 
it  by  its  natural  flow,  without  any  machinery, 
flrom  the  Great  Palls  of  the  Potomac,fifleen  miles 
from  Washington,  and  to  biin^  it  by  a  circular 
brick  aqueduct,  constructed  precisely  like  the  sew- 
ers of  a  city,  to  a  large  reservoir  on  the  high' 
ground  near  Georgetown,  and  thence  by  iron 
pipes  through  Bridge  street,  Georgetown,  and 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  Washington,  to  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  Capitol,  Navy-'Vard,  and  principal 
public  buildings  of  Washington.  The  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  these  three  plans  are  set  forth 
fully  in  the  report,  and  the  last  is  recommended 
for  adoption. 

The  debate  in  the  Senate,  38lh  February,  1853, 
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•hews  that  this  matttr  wa»  perfectly  nnderatood, 
and  Congress  appropriated  §100,000  to  begin  the 
work,  upon  such  plan  as  the  President  might 
adopt;  provided,  that  if  the  water  was  to  be  drawn 
from  anjr  source  within  the  limits  of  Maryland, 
the  consent  of  that  State  should  first  be  obtained. 
Maryland  granted  that  consent,  and  the  President, 
Mr>  Pierce,  with  full  information  before  him  as  to 
the  various  plans,  with  the  careful  and  elaborate 
estimates  of  Captain  Meigs,  with  the  projects  of 
Mr.  Salomon,  with  the  report  and  estimate  of 
Colonel  Hughes,  on  Rock  Creek,  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty,  in  execution  of  the  trust  imposed  upon  him 
by  Congress,  to  adopt  the  aqueduct  from  the  Great 
Falls  of  the  Potomac,  and  to  direct  its  commence- 
ment.  .  Land  has  been  purchased  for  the  construc- 
tion of  some  miles  of  it;  the  consent  9f  Virginia 
to  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  abutment  of  the 
dam,  with  cession  of  jurisdiction,  has  been  ob- 
tained; the  land  in  Virginia  has  been  purchased, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

All  the  land  needed  for  the  aqueduct  between 
the  Great  Falls  and  the  District  hne  has  been  ap- 
praised and  condemned  under  the  law  passed  for 
that  purpose  by  Marjriand,  The  same  would 
have  been  done  ere  this  in  the  District,  but  the 
engineers  are  waiting  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Con- 
gress to  authorize  this  appraisement  in  the  Dis- 
trict. Such  land  as  was  needed  for  the  parts  of 
the  work  commenced  has  been  paid  for,  and  is 
tbe  property  of  the  United  States. 

The  commencement  of  the  work  at  the  Falls,  the 
deep  cut  by  which  its  passes  under  the  canal  and 
leaves,  within  the  first  hundred  yards,  the  shore  of 
Okie  river,  has  been  made,  and  the  brick  arch  which 
covers  it  is  partly  completed.  Of  the  first  tunnel, 
two  hundred  and  one  feet  are  done;  of  the  second, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-twofeet;  of  the  third,  sixty 
feet.  The  rock  excavation  between  the  first  and 
second  tunnels  is  completed ;  between  the  second 
ami  third  a  considerable  portion  is  finished;  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length  of  the  brick 
aqueduct  is  completed.  It  is  nine  ^et  in  diameter, 
circular  in  shape,  and  will  supply  sixty-seven  mil- 
lion five  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  four 
hundred  gallons  daily.    A  year's  study  of  the 

Slans,  and  a  year's  experience  in  its  construction, 
ave  enabled  the  engineers  so  to  improve  the  loca- 
tion at  first  made  as  to  give  a  better  work,  entirely 
safe— as  it  leaves  the  river  immediately,  and  en- 
tering a  tunnel,  passes  many  feet  below  the  rocky 
summit  of  the  hill,  and  out  of  reach  of  the  highest 
Hoods  of  the  river. 

Captain  Meigs,  in  his  report,  pages  thirty  and 
thirty-three,  says  that  he  had  but  three  months  to 
make  his  surveys  and  plans,  but  that  the  work, 
as  then  located,  could  be  built  for  the  estimate, 
and  that  further  surveys  would  enable  him  to 
improve  the  location,  and  to  reduce  the  coat. 
These  surveys  have  been  carefully  made  during 
the  year  which  has  since  passed, and  the  result  is 
a  change  in  the  first  one  and  eight-tenths  miles  of 
the  original  located  line,  which  reduces  it  to  one 
and  three  eighths  miles,  lengthening  the  dam, 
getting  rid  of  much  heavy  and  costly  masonry,  of 
the  iron  pipes  prepared  for  crossing  the  canal,  and 
of  a  portion  of  conduit,  at  first  located  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  where  it  was  liable  to  be  overflowed 
in  freshets.  This  is  replaced  by  a  deep  cut  on  the 
back  side  of  the  canal,  which  is  much  cheaper  in 
execution. than  the  other,  and  is  entirely  out  of 
reach  of  freshets,  and  by  increased  length  of  the 
first  tunnel.  This  portion  of  the  work  was  origin- 
ally estimated  at  §334,000,  including  the  dam. 
The  work,  now  partly  constructed,  is  estimated, 
from  the  firices  ascertained  by  experience  gained 
in  its  partial  construction,  at  §252,000,  making  a 
saving  in  ths  original  estimate  of  §82,000  in  the 
first  two  mile*.  Such  a  reduction  cannot  be  ex- 
pected in  the  rest  of  the  work;  for  this  at  the  Falls 
18  the  most  difficult  and  expensive  part  of  the 
whole;  and  elsewhere  the  work  is  plain,  and  will 
not  be  so  mdhh  changed  in  location. 

But  enough  has  been  seen  to  satisfy  the  engi- 
neers that  the  work  can  be  built  for  the  sum  esti- 
matad,  Ofiers  have  been  already  made  to  con- 
tract for  the  whole  of  it  at  the  sum  stated  by  the 
engineer,  of  §2,300,000.  A  contract  has  been 
made  for  all  the  bricks  for  the  work. 

In  the  debate  on  this  subject,  when  the  deficiency 
bin  was  under  consideration,  some  attacks  were 
made  upon  the  estimates.  The  honorable  gentls- 
nian  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  StahtonI  had  heard 
practical  gentlemen,  taj  Captain  Meigs's  plan 


would 'Cost  §7,000,000;  but  he  did  not  •earn  t«  be- 
lieve practical  gentlemen,  for  he  put  it  himself  at 
§5,000,000.  Practical  gentlemen  often  make  mis- 
takes when  they  ^ueas  at  results;  and  no  man 
could  pretend  to  give  the  cost  of  a  great  work  like 
this,  embracing  so  many  and  so  diSerent  items, 
without  a  very  tedious  and  laborious  calculation, 
founded  upon  aecurattmtaturesttndturveyi.  These 
Captain  Meigs  hai  made,  and  he  saya^the  cost  will 
be  §2,300,000  for  a  nine-foot  aqueduct,  capable  of 
furnishing  forever  all  the  water  needed  for  com- 
fort, or  Mauty,  or  use,  to  this  Government,  and 
exceeded  in  the  quantity  of  ita  supply  by  only 
one  aqueduct  in  the  world.  That  one  is  in  Rome, 
and  was  built  as  loo^  ago  as  the  Christian  era, 
and  has  been  delivering  ninet)[-six  millions  of  gal- 
lons daily  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  years, 
except  when  interrupted  by  enemies  in  war. 

If  gentlemen  have  looked  out  of  the  windows 
of  this  Hall,  they  must  have  seen  in  the  quiet,  and 
order,  and  industry  prevailing  in  the  new  wing 
there  erecting,  since  tie  haa  been  placed  in  charge 
of  it,  evidence  enough  to  satisfy  them  that  Cap- 
tain Meigs  is  not  only  a  theoretical,  but  a  practical 
man,  ana  one  who  knows  how  to  execute  as  well 
as  devise. 

The  cost  of  excavating  rock,  §7  50  per  yard, 
was  asserted,  as  though  this  result  must  be  beyond 
the  estimate.  The  only  place  where  the  rock  ex- 
cavation has  cost  this  much  is  in  the  tunnels.  Cap- 
tain Meigs,  knowing  that  he  would  find  a  very 
hard  rock  in  these  tunnels,  and  might  find  water, 
and  rock  liable  to  fall  and  break  down  the  arch, 
sought  for  the  most  costly  work  as  a  standard 
by  which  to  estimate.  One  of  the  tunnels  on  the 
Boston  Cochituate  aqueduct  afforded  thisslandard. 
There  they  had  to  conteittf  against  a  very  hard 
rock,  and  peat  influx  of  water,  requiring  expen- 
sive pumping.  After  breaking  two  or  three  aets 
of  contractors,  the  final  cost  of  this  tunnel  was 
fourteen  or  fifteen  dollars  per  cubic  yard.  This 
price  Captain  Meigs  took  for  his  estimate,  being 
determined  to  be  safe.  No  water  is  met  with, 
and  the  tunnels  are  being  made  at  an  average 
price  of  seven  dollars  per  cubic  yard,  less  than 
half  the  estimate.  The  rock  proves  to  be  firm 
enough  and  tight  enough  to  stand  without  arching; 
and  the  cost  of  the  brick  arch,  estimated  at  two 
feet  in  thickness,  is  therefore  saved  also. 

In  debate,  this  price  of  seven  dollars  per  yard 
was  applied  to  all  the  excavation,  earth  or  rock,  of 
the  whole  line;  and  the  cost,  at  this  rate,  estimated 
at  §5,000,000;  while  the  facts  show  that  this  price 
would  suffice  to  build  a  tunnel  through  rock  the 
whole  distance,  instead  of  excavating  an  open 
trencht  putting  into  it  a  thin  brick  arch,  and  cov- 
ering it  over  with  earth,  as  is  being  done. 

The  pries  of  the  brick  work  was  attacked  also; 
and  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Stantoh,  of  Kentucky, 
from  information  furnished  him  by  a  practical 
bricklayer  who  had  worked  on  the  line,  that  the 
bricklaying  cost  §7  89  per  thousand  for  laying 
alone,  and  the  bncka  cost  ten  dollars.  Hence  he 
calculates  an  enormous  cost  fo^  the  work. 

The  facts  are,  that  a  contract  has  been  made  to 
deliver  all  the  bricks  along  the  line  itself  at  §8  75 

fier  thousand,  and  that  the  real  value  of  the  brick- 
ay  ing  is  about  four  dollars  per  thousand.  A  very 
few  men  have  hitherto  been  employed  upon  it;  and 
the  very  workman  who  gave  Mr.  Stahtok  his 
information,  that  a  certain  eleven  days' work  aver- 
aged only  abont  five  hundred  bricks,  told  him  that 
some  other  days'  work  had  laid  one  thousand  two 
hundred  bricks.  The  fair  average  will  be,  with 
men  accustomed  to  this  somewhat  peculiar  work, 
one  thousand  bricks  per  day;  and,  at  four  dollars 
per  thousand,  this  will  yield  a  profit  to  the  con- 
tractors; the  price  of  wages  stated  by  Mr.  S.  was 
twenty-five  cents  a  day  higher  to  masons,  and 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  higher  to  laborers,  than 
were  actually  paid.  Offers  at  four  dollars  per 
thousand  have  been  already  made  to  the  engineer. 
The  determination  of  the  cost  of  a  workof  this 
kind  is  a  matter  of  calculation  entirely;  and  the 
quantities  of  work  to  be  done  can  be  arrived  at 
with  great  exactness  and  certainty.  Prices  are 
liable  to  fluctuations  within  certain  limits.  On 
looking  at  the  detailed  estimates  in  Csptain  Meigs 's 
report,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  quantities  are 
carefully  calculated.  This  is  done  from  measure- 
ment, and  will,  doubtless,  prove  correct.  When 
we  find  that,  in  his  desire  to  make  a  liberal  esti- 
mate, so  as  to  be  secure  of  building  his  work 
within  it,  he  has  allowed  no  Isss  than  twanty  par 


cant.,  ona  fiiVh  of  the  whole,  for  eontingencica,  w* 
have  certainly  reason  to  believe  that  no  fluctua- 
tion of  wages  can  carry  the  coat,  if  built  accord- 
ing to  the  original  designer's  intention,  above  tha 
cost  estimateo. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Stanton]  spoke  of  immense  and  heavy  aofid  mo^ 
sonry,  or  concrete,  to  protect  it  from  the  weulhtr! 
No  such  thing  is  necessary;  the  aqueduct  is  a 
sewer  under  ground,  built  in  a  trench  excaTotcd 
through  clay,  gravel,  or  rock.  It  is  a  hollow  mp« 
filled  with  water,  and  covered  with  earth.  YTu 
all  know  that  water  is  lighter  than  earth,  and  that 
bricks  are  lighter  than  stone,  and  therefore,  that 
the  aqueduct  full  of  water  will  be  lighter  than  tha 
earth  or  rock  which  orijpnally  occupied  ila  place. 
As  the  solid  earth  austained  iu  original  load,  there 
is  no  reason,  as  in  the  walla  of  a  lofty  building,  to 
fear  any  compression  or  settlement  from  the  infe- 
rior weight  put  upon  it,  and  therefore  no  need  of 
masonry  foundations  to  protect  it  from  sctlleneat, 
still  leaa  to  protect  it  from  the  weather.  From 
this  it  will  be  protected  by  a  covering  of  three  feet 
of  earth,  which  will  keep  off  frost.  It  is  not  sup- 
posed that  rain  could  mudi  hurt  the  bricks. 

No  doubt  a  contract  could  be  made  to  build  tha 
whole  worit  within  the  original  estimate.  But  a 
great  contractor  would  do  nothing  himself;  he 
would  sub-let  it  in  small  portions,  reserving  to 
himself  a  sufficient  profit — while  the  engineers 
prefer  to  let  the  work  directly  to  those  smaller  eon- 
tractors,  and  to  apply  what  would  be  the  grsat 
contractor's  profits  in  getting  better  work  dooe,ao 
as  to  build  a  permanent  and  substantial  work,  that 
will  not  require  repaira.  Any  one  who  haa  ecsn 
the  abundance  of  the  supply  of  the  city  of  Rome, 
and  who  knows  the  fact  that  this  supply  haa  been 
given  for  eighteen  hundred  years  by  aquedoeta 
constructed  by  the  aneienta,  will  look  upon  the 
cost  of  this  aqueduct,  leaa  than  fifteen  milca  hi 
length,  as  trifling  when  viewed  in  connection  with 
the  great  benefits  it  will  confer  upon  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  for  so  many  centuries. 

The  eatimata  providea  for  pipes  lo  the  navy" 
yard,  arsenal,  and  all  the  puWic  buildings  in 
Waahineton.  It  is  auppoaeik  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  wUl  allow  the  city  to  tap  these  pipea,  and 
thus  obtain  water  for  the  use  of  the  ciuzena — the 
city  laying  down  all  the  distribution  pipes,  except 
to  public  buildings,  at  their  own  expense.  It  is 
entirely  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  allow 
this  or  to  refuse  it;  to  turn  the  care  and  charge  of 
the  whole  work  over  to  the  city,  or,  aa  is  most 
advisable,  in  my  opinion,  to  retain  the  control  of 
the  aqueduct  and  mains  constructed  by  itself,  aod 
to  leave  the  distribution  pipes  only  to  the  city. 

Tbegentleman  from  Kentucky ,  [Mr.  Stamtm,] 
in  discussing  this  question  in  the  debate  on  the 
deficiency  bill,  uaeo  Captain  Meigs's  quaotiiiea  of 
water  in  reservoirs  &c.,  and  the  estimate  of  Colo- 
nel Hughea — while  Colonel  Hughes  eetinuited  for 
smaller  reservoirs,  and  smaller  conduit,  and  for  so 
pipea  to  the  public  buildings.  Adding  the  cost  of 
these  to  his  estimate,  we  get  §800,000  for  hiaaoaD 
supply  instead  §500,000;  but  Rock  Creek  ia  not 
aufficient,  as  is  shown  in  Captain  Meiga's  repoit; 
and  the  matter  has  already'been  aetlTed  by  the 
Preaident,  to  whom  it  waa  committed  by  Congrtas. 
A  remark  waa  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man upon  my  right  [Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky,) 
that  tnera  might  be  errora  in  the  coat  of  the 
calculation  of  this  aqueduct.  The  eatimsOe  was 
§3,300,000.  One  gentleman  said  that  it  woald 
cost  §10,000,000;  another  §7,500,000,  and  one 
gentleman  was  so  economical  in  hia  guesa  oa  to 
reduce  it  to  §5,000,000— though  I  belicTa  be  was 
laughed  at  for  it. 

Sir,  calculations  upon  works  of  thia  kind  are 
upon  a  formula  almoat  as  reliable  as  thoea  of  the 
multiplication  table;  and  men  habitually  eogagad 
in  such  works,  men  educated  to  thoeecoJcalauoiK, 
where  the  work  is  plain  and  simple,  and  rocks  af 
an  unknown  character  do  not  interfere,  will  give 
yon  a  calculation  for  milea  within  a  few  hundrad 
doUara;  and  the  accuracy  or  inaeouraey  of  the 
calculation  generally  will  depend  upon  tha  riae 
and  fall  of  materiaJs,  and  in  the  price  of  labor. 
The  calculations  were  made  for  the  whole  woik 
from  the  Upper  Falls  through  thia  city,  and  it 
amounted  to  §2^,000.  The  only  port  i^  it  ia 
reference  to  which  the  engineer  felt  doabtfbli  w* 
the  calculation  as  to  that  part  where  he  waa  lo 
take  the  water  by  a  tunnel  through  the  t«ck«>  1* 
that  calculation  M  did  foil;  Md  in  tha  oao  aii4  a 
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know.  Bat  no  one  netd  have  any  fear  that  the 
income  from  the  diatribution  of  water  through  the 
city  would  not  double  thd  interest  of  the  coat  of 
it.  And  this  ia  aaide  from  all  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  and  decencies  and  proprieties  of  life 
which  are  so  dependent  upon  an  abundant  supply 
of  water. 

I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  bnsinesa  of 
corporations  here.  No  taxes  by  them  should  en- 
ter into  this  matter.  Nothingof  that  Icind.  What, 
tax  a  community  of  clerks,  with  here  and  there  a 
rich  man  among  them !  The  great  mass  of  them 
are  poor.  The  great  mass  of  them  are  dependent 
upon  vour  votes  from  year  to  year.  They  are 
men  of  great  respectability  and  worth;  men  of 
entire  usefulness,  but  men  who,  from  the  very 
fact  of  their  lack  of  wealth,  are  placed  in  the  situa- 
tions which  they  now  occupy.  Why,  then,  sboutd 
we  levy  a  tax  upon  them?  We  should  not  do  it 
at  all.  Let  us  make  the  water-works.  Let  us 
supply  our  own  buildings,  our  public  buildings, 
and  insure  safety  to  them  against  fire,  which  is 
consuming  buildings  all  around  every  ni^ht,  and 
which  has  once  beta  over  us.  Other  cities  ai« 
providing  against  it. 

I  have  placed  before  this  committee  the  fact  that 
a  competent  engineer  has  largely  estimated  the 
cost,  and  has  gone  beyond  what  will  mlly  be  the 
outlay,  and  bu  given  his  estimate  of  it.  I  think 
we  all  shall  confess  that  the  public  property  in  this 
citv  requires  eome  means  of  safety  of  this  kind. 
All  of  us  must  confess  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
a  greater  purification  of  the  streets  than  can  be. 
done  now,  or  than  has  heretofore  been  ddne. 
There  art)  not  means  in  the  citv  of  purifying  them, 
and  of  carrying  off  the  dirt  wnich  accumulates  in 
the  rear  of  the  houses.  It  is  the  fashion  in  large 
cities  to  spread  out  large  avenues,  to  build  large 
brick  and  free-stone  houses,  line  their  walks  with 
trees,  and  spread  out  plane  of  taste;  but  go  to  the 
rear  of  these  buildings,  and  decency  lifta  up  its 
nose  with  horror.  The  yellow  fever,  and  all  those 
malignant  diseases— yes,  and  the  cholera,  as  a 
friend  near  me  remarks — ate  found  lurking  there 
in  the  heaps  of  dirt,  and  in  the  murky  tide  which 
is  poured  into  them  from  the  rear  of  the  dwelling 
houses.  It  hence  becomes  us.  Representatives, 
as  protectors  of  this  city,  and  most  cheerfully  as 
the  protectors  of  our  own,  healths,  to  consider 
careiully  and  fully  this  matter. 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  lake  these  calculations  con- 
tained in  this  report  in  reference  to  these  surveys 
to  their  chambers,  and  carefully  compare  them, 
and  then  determine  what  course  they  ought  to 
pursue.  Let  them  not  say  that  the  city  should 
take  care  of  itself.  Let  them  not  say  that  Wash- 
ington is  a  great  city,  and  therefore  should  supply 
itself  with  water,  the  same  that  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, and  Boston  do.  Sir,  one  poor  man,  one 
puor  laborer,  one  clerk,  depending  upon  your 
bounty,  cturried  out  from  his  family  and  friends  a 
victim  to  the  'nauseous  vapors  which  spring  up 
in  the  alleys  of  the  citiea,  or  a  victim  to  the 
water  he  has  drank,  peopled  with  newts  and 
toads,  and  "such  small  deer,"  is  of  sufiicient  im- 
portance to  induce  you  to  furnish  the  city  with  a 
suitable  supply  of  pure  water.  Sir,  the  water  of 
the  citj  is  growing  more  and  more  impure  every 
year,  in  consequence  of  the  surface  of  the  ground 
becoming  more  and  more  covered  with  buildings, 
and  exposing;  less  and  less  surface  to  the  purifica- 
tion oftne  rains  of  heaven.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider all  these  things;  I  ask  them  to  consider  their 
own  health  and  comfort  and  convenience;  I  ask 
them  to  consider  not  only  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience, but  the  lives  of  the  wives  and  children 
of  their  servants  here  in  their  employ,  and  of  those 
servants  themselves.  , 

But,  sir,  the  benefits  of  this  appropriation  do  not 
•top  there.  Thej  go  to  beautinr  and  adorn  the 
metropolis  of  this  great  Republic.  They  go  to 
preserve  th;  archives  of  the  Government  from  fire. 
They  give  dignity  and  character  to  the  city. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  yield  me  a  few  minutes  of  bis  time. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  for  the  remainder  of  my  time. 

Mr.  COBB.    Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  pur- 

r>se  at  this  time  to  make  anything  like  a  speech, 
had  intended  to  have  submitted  my  views  upon 
some  matters  which  I  supposed  would  come  be- 
fore the  House;  but,  from  the  course  of  the  House 
for  the  last  several  months,  1  am  satisfied  those 
matters  will  not  come  before  as.    It  hqs  been  iny 


balf  miles  which  is  finished,  out  of  |334,000  of 
the  estimate  he  has  saved  1^,000.  So  there  was 
some  inaccuracy  in  that.  Prom  the  moment  that 
he  entered  upon  the  excavation  of  the  trench, 
without  rocks,  that  moment  he  has  plain  sailing; 
and  the  calculations  are  upon  so  plain  and  simple 
-afbrmula,  that  every  engineer,  who  has  been  at  all 
familiar  with  such  work,  can  make  the  calcul*- 
tions. 

The  ooetof  4he  Philadelphia  water-works,  the 
honorable  gentleman  on  my  right  states  to  have 
been  three  millions  and  a  few  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  from  1799  until  this  time.  That  is  true. 
Thef  have  cost  that  amount;  but  in  it  must  be 
included  the  erection  of  those  water-works,  the 
laying  down  of  thirteen  miles  of  wooden  pipes,  and 
the  substituting  them  with  iron  pipes,  ana  all  the 
'expenses  whidi  have  been  required  to  aseet  the 
fn^wing  wants  of  the  peoplfeof  that  city.  A  part  of 
this  time  the  works  were  in  operation  at  a  cost  of 
about  eighty.four  dollars  a  day  for  wood  tocairy  on 
their  steam  machinery,  until  subsequently  the  ap- 
plication of  the  power  of  falling  water  waa  made. 
And,  sir,  these  works  have  been  in  operation  for 
these  fifty-fbar  years,  at  a  cost  for  erecting  and  ear- 
rring  thrm  en  amounting  to  aomething  Eke  what 
the lunoraUe gentleman hasstated.  Heurgedthat 
fact  as  he  arges  everything,  because  it  was  true; 
but  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  fact  which  should  go 
▼ery  strongly  to  sustain  the  calculations  which 
have  been  niade  in  referenoe  to.  this  work. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.     Before  the 

fintleman  passes  the  point  he  is  sow  speakinr  to, 
desire  to  say  a  word.  I  did  not  midemtaan  the 
plaa  to  which  I  referred  the  other  day  in  reference 
to  Rock  Creek,  as  contemplating  the  taking  of  the 
water  from  any  point  near  the  mouth  of  that 
stream,  which  would  make  it  necessary  to  elevate 
it  by  mechanical  force.  On  the  contnary,  the  ca- 
reer who  devised  the  plan,  contemplated  build- 
ing a  dam  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  some  six 
miles  above  the  faetoriea  of  which  the  gentleman 
•peaks,  by  which  twenty-one  million  gallons  of 
water  could  be  furnished  per  day.  He  proposed 
not  only  to  take  the  water  from  the  stream  above 
where  these  impurities  occur,  but  he  proposed  to 
take  it  so  high  up  as  to  require  no  mecnanical  pro- 
cess for  its  elevation.  The  estimate  of  Captain 
Meiga  was,  that  the  entire  cost  would  be  uout 
41,000,000.  But,  sir.  Colonel  Hughes,  an  equally 
eminent  engineer,  who  bad  also  surveyed  the 
same  route,  and  had  devised  a  similar  plan,  statsd 
that  the  entire  cost  would  not  exceed  |SOO,000. 
'  My  obieotioBS  to  the  plan  of  taking  the  water 
from  tkeBig  Falls  of  the  Potonwc  was  on  account 
of  the  extravagance,  the  magaitade  of  the  work, 
and  the  great  coat  which  wouM  be  involved  by  its 
construction.  Captain  Meigs  himself  acknowl- 
tifl—  in  his  report  that  he  had  not  given  that  at- 
tention to  these  aurveys  which  the  werks  them- 
selves demanded.  He  spent  only  soom  two  or 
three  months  in  surveying  the  three  works,  while 
a  whole  year  would  have  been  required  to  have 
properly  examined,  surveyed,  and  estimated  for 
any  one  of  them.  He  therefore  himself  aoknowl- 
«dgesthat  his  calculations  cannot  be  relied  on, 
and  this  corroborates  what  I  elated  the  other  day. 
Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  genllemaii  tells  the 
truth  now,  as  he  has  always  done.  Let  me  add, 
tbe  whoif  truth.  [Laoghter.]  Captain  Meigs  did 
make  his  survey  in  too  short  a  time;  but,  in  order 
to  avoid  error,  he  placed  the  work  at  the  highest 

Kriee.  He  has  since  revised  his  surveys,  altered 
is  plans;  and  the  tunnels  now  kid  are  in  accord- 
ance with  his  revised  surveys. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  KentueUV.  I  will  here 
interrupt  the  gentleman  to  say  that  I  have  not 
aeen  Captain  Meigs's  revised  surveys. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have.  Captain  Meiga, 
finding  it  to  be  too  costly  to  continue  to  supply 
water  from  the  Little  Falls,  he  made  a  aurvey  of 
the  Upper  Falls.  He  found  that,  by  extending  a 
small  dam  (by  small  I  mean  not  very  high)  across 
die  river,  obtaining  the  right  to  do  so,  as  we.  have, 
lirom  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  he  could  raise  the  water 
to  a  sttdlcient  elevation  to  run  it  into  this  city  at 
the  level  of  the  roof  of  this  building  in  any  quan- 
tity desired. 

This,  then,  is  the  plan.  By  the  law  which 
has  been  passed,  it  waa  the  plan  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  present  President  of 
the  United  Stales  has  approved  of  it,  and  ap- 
pointed a  person  to  auperinlend  its  execution. 
My  remarks,  therefore,  1  regard  not  as  not  made 


to  fix  tt  plan,  not  to  say  that  there  shall  be  water- 
works, but  to  sustain  the  plan  formed  to  carry  on 
the  works  agreed  on.  It  la  proper  I  should  add, 
since  I  am  speaking  of  the  purchase  up  there,  that 
as  advantages  are  often  taken  of  the  Government 
when  it  requires  possession  of  certain  lands,  the 
director  of  this  business  has  purchased  the  land 
on  the  other  side,  as  well  as  on  this  side  of  tha 
river.    He  has  possessed  himself  of  the  large 

auarries  of  stone  necessary  for  the  work,  and  at 
le  lowsst  rates.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  matter  is  in  train  of  being  completad.  A 
large  portion  of  the  tunneling  l»a  already  been 
done.  ' 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  selfish  in  this  avu- 
ment.  My  feeling  cannot  be  for  myself.  Before 
this  aqueduct  can  be  completed  I  shall  be,  per- 
haps, nur  bebtw  the  foundationa  of  any  aqueduct. 
And  you,  sir,  [Mr.Oaa,]  may  be  transferred  from 
the  chair  you  now  occupy  to  that  in  the  other 
end  of  the  Capitol.  Yon  may  then  thank  me,  if 
you  remember  it,  for  the  trouble  that  1  have  taken 
in  producing  those  comforts  which  will  illustrate 
your  dignity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  proposed  that  this  aqueduct 
shall  be  large  enough  to  supply  the  wants,  not 
merely  of  those  who  daily  use  water,  but  to  meet 
the  aoeidenta  of  any  timS.  It  is  not  enough  that 
we  shaU  get  one  gallon  or  two  of  water  day  by 
day.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  shall  be  supplied 
with  baths,  and  all  the  other  conveniences  which 
have  now  become  neceasities  of  refined  life.  We 
want  in  atore  millions  of  gallons  of  water  against 
any  lust  of  the  incendiary — any  act  by  whidi  the 
arcliives  of  our  Union  shall  bie  endangered.  As 
legislators,  it  is  thus  we  should  especially  act. 
We  should  look  that  we  not  only  legislate  well, 
but  that  the  records  of  our  acts,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  Executive,  and  all  the  things  which  go  to 
sustain  our  notional  honor  in  history,  be  saved 
from  the  incendiary.  These  things  belong  to  the 
legislation  which  I  urge  upon  you. 

With  regard  to  the  estimated  cost,  I  desire  gen- 
tlemen distinctly,  to  understand  that  there  an,  as 
1  learn,  parties  now  ready  to  undertake  this  work 
at  the  estimate  made  by  the  Engineer  Corps,  and 
to  give  ample  and  full  security  for  the  complete 
and  faithful  perfonmance  of  it.  If  gentlemen, 
therefore,  think  we  ought  to  have  water,  and  if 
they  think  there  are  parties  who  will  do  the  work 
at  a  less  amount,  let  them  say,  while  we  keep  our 
eyes  upon  the  work,  and  have  supervision  of  it, 
that  we  will  at  least  free  ourselves  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  paying  out  more  than  13,300,000. 

Should  we  retain  the  supervision  of  the  work, 
it  will  be  far  better  for  the  present  to  let  out  por- 
tions to  small  contractora,  and  thus  to  save  to  the 
naUon  the  large  profits  which  wouM  accrue  to' the 
contractor  for  the  whole;  for  no  man  who  con- 
tracta  for  the  whole  of  this  work  would  ever  think 
of  executing  it  himself,  but  would  be  sub-letting 
it  to  others;  and  the  profits  which  he  would  de- 
rive from  this  course  would  accrue  aa  so  much 
saving  to  the  Government,  if  we  let  it  out  our- 
selves in  portions.  The  honorable  gentleman  on 
nry  right  [Mr.  Stantov,  of  Kentucky]  speaks 
ofthe  powera  of  thecorpoiation  on  fixing  the  plans. 
The  first  plan.  I  suppose,  is,  that  the  Government 
ofthe  United  States  should  bring  the  water  through 
the  main  street.  The  articulating  by  pipes;  the 
underlaying  of  all  the  streets  by  iron  pipes;  and 
the  conveying  water  to  the  houses  should  be — if 
they  want  it — the  work  ofthe  twin  cities;  and  it 
would  be  one  of  the  most  profitable  jobs  tl\ey  ever 
undertook.  The  gross  income  of  the  water- 
renta  of  Georgetown  and  Washington  would  be 
not  less  than  |60,000  per  annum,  estimating  the 
difference  between  the  coat  of  water  here  andelse- 
where  on  the  difference  that  there  is  between  the 
coat  of  gas  here  and  elsewhere,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  amount  of  water  that  might  be 
wanted  for  factory  purposes. 

It  will  be,  therefore,  for  this  Congress  to  consider 
whether  it  shall  keep  the  diatribution  of  the  wa- 
ter in  its  own  himds,  and  appropriate  to  itself  the 
profits  of  such  distribution,  or  whether,  having 
brought  the  water  into  the  city,  we  shall  leave  the 
two  city  corporations  to  distribute  it  at  their  ex- 
pense and  to  their  profit.  Congress  retaining  in  its 
own  hands  the  general  supervision  of  the  whole 
work,  and  doing  all  the  repaira  that  may  be  from 
time  to  time  neceesary.  That  will  be  a  question, 
however,  for  us  to  consider  fiereafler.  Whether 
thia  is  tha  proper  time  to  speak  of  it,  I  do  not 
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praoUce,  ever  rinet  I  have  had  ththonorof  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  not  to  eonsam*  the  time  of  the 
Hoaaeunnecemrily;  I- have  always  felt  it  tobemy 
duty  to  confine  myaelf  to  theboainemof  the  House. 
But,  sir,  duty  to  myself  and  to  those  whom  I  repre- 
sani ,  will  be  asu  Acient  apology  for  departing  Rom 
that  fixed  rule  upon  this  one  occasion.  I  do  not 
propose  to  occupy  an  hour,  nordo  I  propose  to  say 
anything  upon  the  question  now  before  the  com- 
mittee. Nor  do  I  propose  to  say  very  much  upon 
the  Cuba  question.  Bot  when  the  time  comes  for 
action  I  am  satisfied  myself,  and  my  constitu- 
ents are  satisfied  with  me,  that  we  should  act — act 
promptly,  and  act  efficiently.  But,  sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  that  when  that  action  shall  come,  I 
shall  endeavetr  to  adhere  upon  this,  m  upon  every 
question  which  mayeome  before  OS,  to  the  strictest 
regard  to  propriety,  and  to  act  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  leave  no  sting  behind. 

In  reference  to  the  question  of  the  acquisition 
■  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  1  acknowledge  that  I  am  a 
Cuba  man.  I  am  dead  opposed  to  anv  nation  but 
our  own  aeqairing  it;  but  let  Cuba  fall  as  a  ripe 
apple  into  our  lap;  let  her  come  when  she  is  ready ; 
and  the  day  when  she  will  be  ready  isnolfardis- 
tant.  We  can  and  are  to  acquire  the  island ;  and , 
I  am  satisfied,  in  a  fair  and  strictly  honorable 
way.  So  believing,  I  this  day  enter  my  solemn 
protest  against  thu  Government  or  individuals 
selzing^upon  it  by  lawless  expedition. 

1  shall  speak  of  the  repeal  ofthenenbvlity  laws 
when  that  sabject  is  before  us.    I  shall  be  ready 
.  then  to  speak  and  vote  on  the  sabject.    At  present 
I  pass  it  by. 

The  tariflfis  a  question  in  which  my  people  feel 
a  deep  interest.  They  hope  that  the  present  Con- 
gress will  act  on  it.  When  it  is  introauced,  1  shall 
also  be  ready  to  speak  and  vote  on  it. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  rail- 
road iron.  Let  the  question  be  presented  when  it 
will,  I  shall  be  opposed  to  it, as  I  have  always 
been.  1  shall  meet  it  as  I  havedone  before,  here 
and  at  home.  However,  lam  in  favor  of  a  modi- 
^  fication  of  the  duty  on  railroad  iron.  1  am  in 
'  favor  of  the  extension  of  the  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  duty.  My  opinion  in  this  respect 
1  demonstrated  at  an  early  day  of  this  session, 
when  I  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  duty  on 
railroad  iron  to  a  certain  period,  if  the  parties  paid 
six  per  centum  per  annum  thereon,  with  the  privi- 
lege also  of  payment  in  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mails,  &.c.  That  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  am  now  in 
favor  of  that  bill,  and  I  am  sorry  that  six  months 
have  elapsed  of  our  session  without  my  cherished 
bantling  appwing  before  this  body. 

The  committee  are  no  doubt  prepared  to  make 
apology  for  their  conduct  to  my  constituenu  and 
the  country.  Their  apology  no  doubt  will  be  sat- 
isfhetory  to  the  country;  but  nothing  is  so  satis- 
fhetory  to  me  and  my  constituents  as  early  and 
complete  action  on  the  matter  embraced  in  that 
measure.  The  entire  country  is  interested  in  it. 
I  cannot  conceive  how  the  representatives  of  iron 
manufactures  can,  in  justice  and  equity,  oppose 
the  principle  involved.  I  have  said  to  Fennsyl- 
vanians,  that  so  far  as  the  question  was  concerned, 
they  would  do  well  to  compromise  on  the  plan  I 
'  have  suggested.  If  they  refuse  to  do  so,  1  am  not 
certain,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  may  not,  with  you 
and  others,  vote  for  the  entire  repeal  of  the  duty 
on  railroad  iron .  All  know  that  we  may  be  driven 
to  extremes. 

The  next  matter  I  shall  notice  is  that  of  grants 
of  public  land  for  railroad  purposes — a  matter  of 
public  and  private  discussion .  You  are  aware,  Mr. 
Chairman,  of  the  interest  I  have  felt  in  these  grants. 
We  have  labored  hard  together  for  two  years  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  you,  I  am 
aure,  are  satisfied  of  my  opinions  on  the  subject. 
When  Alabama  was  not  interested — when  I  could 
in  no  degree  be  influenced  by  any  desire  of  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
I  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  and  I  believe  it  is  a 
just  one,  that  a  proper  appropriation  of  the  public 
lands  for  railroad  purposes  would  be  fair,  legiti- 
mate, and  highly  constitutional. 

I  am  strengthened  in  that  opinion  principally 
by  the  various  arguments  that  have  emanated  fVom 
distinj^ished  persons,  and  especially  from  our 
Chief^Magistrate.  It  is  a  question  in  which  I 
feel  a  deep  interest.  I  had  expected,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  haw  given  my  views  upon  this  sumeet; 


but  that  tiffls  has  passed,  and  1  will  not  avail 
myself  of  the  opportunity  to  speak  upon  this 
qnestioD  before  it  legitimately  comes  before  the 
House  for  discussion.  I  will  wait  in  patience, 
trusting  not  so  much  to  Ihe  liberality  as  to  the  de- 
sire and  exertion  of  the  Houas  to  discharge  the 
duties  assigned  to  them  in  connection  with  the 
business  of  the  country.  The  day  may  come, 
though  it  may  be  far  distant,  whan  the  House 
may  again  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  That  committee  has  been  charged  by  nn- 
tlemen  upon  this  floor,  who  are  fond  of  making 
such  allsgations,  with  having  delayed  the  business 
of  the  House  for  several  long  months  by  making 
their  reports,  when  the  record  does  aat  sustain 
such  a  declaration. 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  1  believe,  was  the  next  committee  called 
after  we  were  through  making  our  reports.  1 
would  ask  how  far  have  you  aavancsd  with  the 
public  Iraainess  since  that  time,  and  where  do  you 
now  stand?  Have  you  passed  from  the  committee 
that  immediately  followed  as?  This  fact  alone 
proves  that  the  charge  made  againat  us,  of  ob- 
structing the  public  business  or  the  country,  is 
without  a  solitary  particle  of  foundation.  I  pass 
from  this  subjset  now,  but  whan  the  proper  time 
arrives,  I  trust  I  will  b«  able  to  give  reaaons  sat- 
isfactory to  myself,  if  to  no  ouer  person,  that 
grants  of  land  should  be  made  to  the  several 
Suites  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction 
of  railroads.  The  object  I  had  in  addrsssine-tbe 
committee  at  this  time  1  have  not  yet  aoeomplisned . 
The  remarks  1  have  made,  so  far,  are  merely  iaci- 
denlal.  [Laughter.]  I  have  the  honor  of  being 
a  member  of  the  coromiitee  of  thirteen  that  was 
appointed  to  invsetigate  the  subject  of  a  railroad 
to  the  Pacific,  and  report  a  biU.  The  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  reported  by  that  committee  has 
been  postponed  tilf  the  next  session.  If  I  was, 
however,  to  allow  the  subjset  to  pass  without 
notice  on  my  part,  it  might  be  taken  for  granted 
that  I  approved  of  the  bill  in  all  its  features.  1 
have  sandry  amendments  which  I  have  prepared, 
and  which  I  inland  to  offer  when  the  bill  comes 
up,  in  order  to  perfect  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
enable  me  to  vote  for  it. 

As  the  bill  stands  now,  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
could  not  vote  for  it,  as  there  are  many  provisioDS 
m  it  to  which  I  have  objections.  True,  it  may  be 
amended  in  such  a  manner  as  that  I  could  support 
it.  But  as  it  is,  I  say  there  are  a  soffieisnt  num- 
ber of  provisions  in  it  to  which  I  object,  as,  unless 
amended,  would  prevent  me  from  voting  for  this 
bill. 

These  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  thought  it  proper 
for  tne  to  state,  fnaamueh  as,  altbou^  the  qnss- 
tion  is  postponed  for  the  present,  there  might  be 
some  trouble  made  for  me  at  home,  as  well  as  else- 
where, if  my  views  on  the  snbiset  were  sot  under- 
stood. Forthavegotdemwoguesinmydistriet, 
[laughter ;]  and  there  are  political  aspirants  there, 
who  watch  me  in  all  directions,  and  who  have 
watched  me  from  the  eommenoeinent  of  my  polit- 
ical career. 

Mr.  EWINQ,  (in  his  seat.)  Oh,  that  dpes 
you  good.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COBB.  My  honorable  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky slates  that  that  close  watching  does  meeood. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  right,  because  latent 
faculties  may  be  so  obscure  in  a  man  that  they 
would  not  be  developed  unless  he  were  preset 
to  extricate  himself  from  some  small  difficulties. 
Without  that  his  worth  or  merit  might  never  be 
known.    [Renewed  laughter.] 

Well,  sir.  It  is  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to 
enumerate  the  various  objections  that  I  have  to 
this  bill.  At  whatever  time  I  may  conceive  it 
proper  for  me  to  do  so,  1  will  give  my  views  on 
the  subject,  and  make  known  the  various  objec- 
tions which  I  have  to  it.  At  least,  I  may  be  put 
down  as  not  opposed  to  the  principle  of  connecting 
the  two  great  oceans  by  railroad .  I  want  to  declare 
here,  as  1  have  declared  at  home;  I  want  to  take 
the  responsibility  to-day,  as  I  shall  always  be 
willing  to  do  whenever  I  conceive  it  to  be  proper, 
[laughter,]  of  stating,  that  I  am  in  ftvor  of  the 
general  principle  of  the  bill.  I  state  here  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  the  Pacific  rail- 
road, if  it  can  be  constructed  on  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  if  it  be  a  practicable  under- 
taking. As  Ihe  grant  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  its  construction  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
important  features  of  this  bill,  I  want  to  stats  dis- 


tinctly, so  that  I  may  not  be  misaadeTscood,  ttwt 
I  am  w  favor  of  granting  alternate  seetions  of  the 
public  lands  for  wat  purpose,  on  the  aame  prio- 
ciple,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  we  have  ms4e 
nmilar  donations  for  other  railroads  to  the  reap^e- 
tive  Slates.  As  to  theamount  of  compensation  lo 
be  paid  by  the  Govemroent  for  the  tranaportatioo 
of  our  troops,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  mail*,  on 
this  road  aher  it  is  in  operation,  I  consider  that  the 
amount  now  fixed  is  too  Iwge,  and  therefore  I 
object  to  it.  At  the  proper  tune,  I  think  I  can 
deariy  demonstrate  that  the  sum  fixed  in  this  bill 
is  too  high.  I  am  prepared,  howevw,  to  vote  for 
such  a  remuneration  to  be  paid  by  the  GoTcm- 
ment  for  these  advantages,  as  I  believe  to  be  r^t 
and  prmer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  shall  not  now  ancue  the  eon- 
stitationality  of  this  question.  1 1  will  bs  soSeient 
I  for  me  to  argue  its  constitutionality  whan  I  appear 
I  before  my  coBStitaenis,  if  they  should  happen  to 
have  any  scruples  in  relation  to  it.  I  mean  to  state 
my  views  before  them  folly  and  fhiriy  when  naked 
to  do  so,  though,  to  tell  the  truth,  1  will  not  have 
much  time  to  talk  to  them  about  anything  bot 
Uieir  votes.  [Laughter.]  It  was  my  pleasure,  aftsr 
my  election  to  a  seat  in  this  Hdiiae,  to  associate 
with  my  fdlow-citisens  in  the  different  eoonties 
of  the  district,  and  1  then  told  them  that  I  believed 
this  Pacific  railroad  bill  was  a  quaatioa  whifch 
would  be  before  Congreas  this  session;  that  I  wss 
prepossessed  in  its  favor,  and  that  I  thought  I  saw 
no  constitutional  objection  to  it.  I  argued  with 
them  in  this  wise:  that  if  theConstitutMMi  did  net 
deprive  the  Government  of  die  United  States  of 
the  right  of  making  military  reada  throogh  the 
various  territories;  if  the  Constitution  did  not  de- 
prive the  Government  of  the  right  to  fail  a  tree,  dig 
a  trench,  build  a  bank,  make  a  way,  prepare  a 
road,  level  it,  and  put  it  in  order  Mr  tha  travel 
of  vragons,  and  for  the  transportation  of  troops, 
I  could  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  partiauar 
difference  in  laying  a  few  pounds  of  iron  on  Ihe 
road  to  focilitate  auch  tmfie  and  tranaportatioa. 

Those  are  my  views  now.  I  eaaaotaee  the  un- 
constitutionality. I  shall,  of  eoarae,hold  myadf 
open  to  conviction  upon  thesulgeet.  [Laughter.] 
1  shall  consult  my  conatitnsnis;  for  they  mar 
have  some  new  lignls  upon  the  suUeetsiaee  I  left 
them.  When  I  left  them,  many  of  then  bad  not 
any  constitutional  scruples  upon  the  sul^set.  I 
shall  sndeavor  to  convince  those  who  have  con- 
stitutional scruples  about  the  matter  that  they  are 
wrong,  and  that  I,  and  those  who  think  with  me, 
are  right.  If  I  should  not  be  euucessftil  after 
doing  that.  I  should  either  have  to  resign  or  carry 
out  the  will  of  my  constituents.  [Great  laughter.] 
But,  in  my  opinion,  my  own  news  are  eleaily 
I  constitutional, 

There  are  various  minor  pravisieiM  in  the  bill 
wfaieb  I  shall  not  allude  to.  When  it  eomes  up 
for  consideration,  should  I  believe  then  that  any- 
thing I  can  say  will  aid  its  passage,  after  it  is 
properly  amended,  I  shall  contribute  my  humble 
mite  to  that  object.  If  it  should  never  sec  tey- 
light  again;  if  1  should  not  be  here  to  meet  it  at 
tM  next  Congreas,  I  trust  it  wiH  have  ftieads 
enough  to  carry  it  through. 

Allow  me  to  say  a  wora  in  reforenee  to  my  con- 
fidence in  the  passage  of  this  great  enterprise 
when  I  first  arrived  in  Washington  dty  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session.  For  the  first  two 
months  of  this  session  I  believed  that  a  proper  bill 
to  construct  a  railroad  to  the  Padfie  ooald  have 
been  passed  in  thie  House.  But,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  my  constituents,  there  has  cone 
over  this  House  such  a  masterly  inactivity  that 
they  are  not  disposed  to  consider  any  iiaportani 
question.  Our  numbers  have  dwindlea  down 
smce  the  agitation  upon  the  Nebraska  queotion  has 
passed  away,  and  the  balance  eeem  little  disposed 
to  do  anything  at  all.  But  I  will  give  mv  views 
upon  the  oaestion;  and  if  I  find  that  they  are 
worth  anytoingat  all 

Mr.  HAMft.TON,  (interropting.)  "Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  a  moaieot? 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  want  the  gentleman  to 
interrupt  me;  but  if  be  desires  to  propound  a  ques- 
tion politely  and  properly,  I  have  no  objection. 
[Laughter.1 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  desire  simply  to  make  a 
remark  or  two.  I  also  am  a  member  of  that  se- 
lect committee  of  thirteen  to  which  this  matter  of 
the  Pacific  railroad  was  referred,  and  I  am  plaead 
in  ihs  same  position  as  my  honorable  (Ksnd  ttvm 
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Mr.  JONES.  Then  if  the  committee  rtsM  now, 
the  gentlemtui  will  not  be  able  to  make  hia  aprech 
to-morrow.  « 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  would  migseat  that  the 
committee  take  a  recess  Ull  seven  oxiock. 

Mr.  STilNTON.  I  would  prefer  to  go  on 
now.  I  wish  to  make  an  explanatioD  in  rwation 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  (h>m  Pennsylva- 
nia, I^Mr.  Chandler.]  I  do  not  expect  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  committee  for  more  than  itutn 
minutes. 

Mr.  JAMES  C.  ALLEN.  1  ask  thegentieman 
from  Kentucky- to  yield  me  a  part  of  his  time. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  would  prefer  to  say  what 
I  have  to  say  now. 

Mr.  BWlNG.  I  a«k  the  )g«iUeman  to  aHow 
me  the  floor  for  a  single  moment,  simply  to  ask 
the  Chair  a  question.  I  have  come  into  the  flsll 
since  this  debate  commenced,  and  I  am  told  that 
an  appropriation  bill  is  under  eonsidetation  to 
which  an  amendment  will  be  offered  making  an 
appropriation  for  bringing  water  into  this  city. 
I  desire  to  know  whether  this  is  the  proper  time 
to  discuss  that  question,  becanse  I  wish  to  say  a 
verv  few  words  upon  the  subject  at  some  time? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  in  order  to  discuss 
ths  subject  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  will  suggest  that 
when  we  come  to  offer  amendments  to  the  bill 
under  consideration,  and  this  appropriation  comes 
up,  it  will  then  be  m  the  power  or  every  gentle- 
man to  express  his  opinions  in  reference  to  it. 
I  myself  shall  have  something  to  say. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  can  be  done  under  the 
five-minute  debate. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Yea,  sir,  and  I  will  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  five-minute  debate  is  the  most 
sensible  debate  we  have  in  Congress. 

Mr.  JAMES  C.  ALLEN.  It  was  my  pnrpose 
to  have  addressed  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  Pacific  railroad;  but  as  it  is  growing  late,  and 
1  do  not  desire  to  detain  the  committee,  I  shall, 
with  their  permission,  publish  my  remarks. 

rCrie8  0f««^reed!'n 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  ChaiN 
man,  I  had  not  the  slightest  expectation  of  parti- 
cipating in  this  debate  when  I  came  to  the  House; 
but  the  remarks  of  my  honorable  fitiend  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Cbamslcr,]  which  seem  to 
have  been  deliberately  prepared  as  a  reply  to  what 
I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  say  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, make  it  necessary  that  Ishonld  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  committee  for  a  short  time. 

I  recollect  very  well  when  the  appropriation 
which  authorized  thfr  commencement  of  tnis  stu- 
pendous pr^ect  for  snpplyine  Washington  and 
Georgetown  with  water  was  nrst  introduced  into ' 
this  House.  It  came  in  the  shape  of  an  amend- 
ment by  the  Seniite  to  the  civfl  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  and  was  promptly  rejected  by 
this  body.  It  appropriated  1100,000,  "  to  be  ex- 
pended undf  r  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  water 
into  the  city  of  Washington,  upon  such  plans,  and 
from  such  places,  as  he  might  approve."  This, 
sir,  was  the  proposition  made  in  the  last  hours  of 
the  session,  and  by  this  House  repudiated.  The 
Senate  adhered  to  its  amendment,  and  upon  the 
recommendation  of  a  committee  of  conference  it 
^as  agreed  to,  not  because  it  was  approved,  but 
for  the  reason  that,  if  i^ain  rejected,  the  fate  of  the 
whole  appropriation  biTl  might  be  endangered.  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  upon  the  naked 'propo- 
sition to  appropriate  $100,000,  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  but  the  commencement  of  an 
expenditure  which  would  be  counted  by  millions, 
not  twenty  votes  could  have  been  obtained  in  this 
House.  Sir,  no  one  who  assented  to  the  appro- 
priation ever  dreamed  for  a  moment  that  the  work 
would  be  projected  upon  so  grand  and  magnificent 
a  scale.  What  Democrat  in  this  House  could  have 
faced  his  constituents,  afler  giving  his  sanction  to 
an  appropriation  involving  the  expenditure  of  sev- 
eral millions  of  the  people's  money  for  such  a 
purpose? 

It  has  been  said,  that  by  the  appropriation  of 
$100,000  to  commence  the  work,  we  approved 
the  plan,  and  therefore  cannot  now  repudiate  it. 
I  deny  that  we  did  any  such  thine.  The  plans 
were  not  before  us.  The  report  of  the  lieutenant 
of  engineers,  who  made  the  surveys  and  devised 
the  several  projects  from  which  the  President  sub- 
sequently selected,  was  only  communicated  to  the 
Senate  a  few  days  before  the  adjournment,  and 


the  State  of  Alabama.  He  is  apprehensive  that, 
if  this  Congress  adjourns  without  acting  upon  the 
matter,  he  mieht  be  placed  in  aialae  position,  and 
that  it  might  be  supposed  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  Pacific  project  now  before  this  House.  I  am, 
as  I  said,  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  I  am 
eratified  to  know  that  that  honorable  gentleman  is 
becoming  right  upon  this  subject,  and  that  he  is 
improving.  By  the  time  when  we  shall  come 
here  at  the  next  session  he  will  unite  with  us — a 
hopeless  minority  upon  that  committee;  for  I 
think  there  were  but  two — the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Kidwell]  and  myself— who  did  not 
agree  with  the  majority,  and  who  were  hostile  to 
the  principles  of  the  bill.  I  desired,  as  well  as 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  to  place  myself 
right  upon  the  subject,  and  I  did  not  think  it  im- 
proper to  mention  it  here  and  upon  this  occasion. 
Mr.  COBB.  Such  an  explanation  was  not  in  the 
least  necessary;  for  I  believe  the  House  and  the 
country  are  perfectly  satisfied ,  without  any  expla- 
nation, that  the  gentleman  is  hostile  to  every  pro- 
ject trhich  results  in  much  good  to  the  country. 
They  are  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  that.  [Laughter.] 
I  am  about  closing,  and  will  occupy  but  a  few 
minutes  more  of  the,  time  of  my  friend,  [Mr. 
Crindlbh.] 

M 
league  . 

give  me  a  few  moments  of  his  time,  and  I  desire 
to  improve  the  opportunity. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tht  time  of  the  gentle- 
man's colleague  has  expired;  but  the  Chair  recog- 
nizes the  eentleman. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  rise  to  a  personal  explana- 
tion. I  think  it  very  proper  that  I  should  make 
it  at  this  time,  and  1  am  much  obligej  to  the  Chair 
for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  do  so. 

During  my  absence  from  the  city,  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  concern — and  strange  enough 
Ujjty, — aMut  the  course  that  I  would  pursue  in  ref- 
erence to  the  appropriations  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Well,  now,  sir,  while  I  do  not  care  much  what 
correspondents  or  editors  of  newspapers  say  of 
me — and  they  have  said  a  good  many  tnings  about 
nte  long  ago,  some  of  which  I  did  not  care  to  no- 
tice, and  some  of  which  I  have  replied  to  in  my 
humble  way,  through  the  same  medium — I  say, 
while  I  do  not  care  about  the  attacks  of  these 
persons,  yet  as  this  is  a  review  of  my  offidal 
position  here,  while  I  acknowledge  no  responsi- 
bility upon  the  face  of  Ood's  earth  except  to  my 
constituents,  and  to  what  little  sense  of  right,  and 
convictions  of  right,  I  may  have  in  my  own  con- 


Ir.  FLORENCE,  (interrupting.)     My  eol- 
;ue  [Mr.  Chandler]  intimated  that  lie  would 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  How  about  the  <' Know- 
Nothings  >" 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  No  matter  about  them.  I 
say,  while  I  acknowledge  no  responsibility  to  any- 
body else,  yet  this  seems  to  me  a  fitting  and  a 
proper  occasion,  to  say  that  I  shall  continue  to 
vote  for  appropriations  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
when  they  meet  the  convictions  of  my  judgment. 

A  Member.    How  if  they  do  not? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Then  1  will  not  vote  for 
tl^em.  But,  sir,  especially  in  relation  to  the  intro- 
duction of  water  into  the  city  of  Washington  do 
I  feel  a  deep  interest.  I  have  been  a  water-drinker 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  [a  laugh,]  and  therefore, 
it  concerns  me  a  gooc|  deal  that  we'  should  have 
pure  water  introduced  into  the  city;  and  I  shall 
cheerfullv  vote  for  an  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose, both  for  this  reason ,  and  for  die  reasons  elab- 
orately and  eloquently  urged  by  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Chandler,]  who  has  but  a  few  minutes  ago 
tAken  his  seat. 

I  desire  to  state  in  general  ^rms  that,  in  my 
course  with  reference  to  all  appropriations  for  the 
benefit  of  the  District,  nothing  wul  influence  my 
vote  except  a  sense  of  right;  and  as  this  appropri- 
ation for  the  introduction  of  water  does  especially 
commend  itself  to  my  sense  of  right,  I  shall  take 
pleasure  in  voting  for  it. 

■■  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  the 
floor 

Mr,  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Make  your 
speech  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Chair  a  question.  Does  not  the  debate  close  upon 
the  bill  under  consideration  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  the  order  of  the 
House. 


was  not  prfated  until  aAer  the  members  had  left 
for  their  homes.    The  very  amendment  of  the 
SsBKle  making  the  appropriation  authonced  the 
President  to  select  the  plan,  not  restricting  him  to 
the  schemes  of  ths  lieutenant  of  engineers,  bat 
giving  him  discretion  to  select  any  reasonable 
plan.    Other  surveys  had  been  made  by  eminent 
civil  Mwell  as  military  engineers,  and  were  before 
Congress.    Thia  body  indorsed  no  plan ,  approved  . 
no  plan;  but  left  the  whole  matter  to  the  PrMident, 
in  full  ftith  that  he  would  not  timoacaad  a  reason- 
able limit  in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion  with 
which  he  was  ill  vested,    Jf  he  boa  :bcen  misled  by . 
plausible,  but  deceptive  estimates;  if  he  has  been.: 
deceived  by  hastr  surveys  and  well  executed  ' 
drawings,  surely  this  Congresa  iaunder  no  obliga- 
tion to  ratify  and  affirm  what  be  has  done. 

It  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairmaa,  that  the 
opposition  which  I  made.t«  this  maaauxc  a  few. 
weeks  ago,  and  which  seems  to  have  attracted  at^ 
tention,  not  only  here,  bat  elsewhere,  was  based 
upon  the  extravagance  of  the  ■cheine,  and  the 
wretched  policy  of  exeeutine  it  under  the  man- 
agement or  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Araiy. 
I  did  not  object  to  the  project  simply  because  it 
provided  water  for  the  Diairia,.but  for  the  rea- 
sons I  have  given,and  tliese  alone.  I  avow  now, 
sur,  that  I  am  willing  to  vots  aay  reasonable  sum 
of  money  for  any  emeient  means  of  supplyineths 
public  bnildinga  and  public  grounds  of  the  Dis- 
trict with  an  ample  quantity  of  water.  1  will  go 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  I  regard  the  necessity  of 
having  an  abundant  supply  of  wider  so  great, 
that  I  will  not  o{^>ose  even  the  plan  of  Captain 
Meies,  if  I  can  be  assured  the  work  can  be  exe- 
cuted ataeoM  not  to  exceed  hi*eatinutea.  But 
I  regard  that  as  utterly  impoasibls.  My  eonvio- 
tions  upon  that  point  cannot  be  afaakeo.  Whilfl' 
ths  work  remains  under  the  management  of  the 
War  Department,  while  a  military  engineer  is  in 
charge  of  it,  there  ia  not  Uie  sligUest  hope  that  it  . 
can  be  completed  fbr  the  sum  estimated..  While 
I  have  no  faith  in  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates,  I 
have  infinitely  less  in  the  economical  management 
of  work  by  officers  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr  friend  wiU  allow  me 
a  single  remark.  I  see  What  i»  the  drift  of  his 
remarks.  He  knows  how  much  I  sympathize 
with'  him  in  his  views.  These  parties  arc  ready 
to  fVitfill  the  contract  for  the  price. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  was  just  rsadiing  that 
point;  and  I  am  happy  to  assure  my  honorable 
friend,  that  if,  when  he  offers  his  amendment,  he 
will  provide  that  the  work  shall  be  givoi  to 
responsible  contractors,  who  will  Imd  themselves 
to  complete  it  in  all  respects  oa  designed  by  the 
engineer,  and  eive  bond,  with  ample  security,  for 
its  faithful  perronnanee,  at  an  eattra  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding the  estimate  of  $3,800,000;  and  will  also 
provide  that  the  woric  shall  be  done  under  llie  . 
direction  of  the  Preaideat,  or  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  soperviasd  by  a  competent  civil 
engineer,  I  will  most  cheermlly  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation. With  these  provisions,  the  amend- 
ment of  my  friend  will  receive  my  cordial  support.  - 
He  knows  well  that  I  am  not  hostile  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  District;  and  I  assars  him  that  he  is 
not  more  friendly  to  the  object  of  providing  a-, 
copious  supply  or  water  for  ths  two  otties  than  I. 
At  the  same  time,  he  must  allow  me  to  aay,  that 
while  I  know  he  has  full  confidence  in  his  own 
belief  in  the  practicability  of  having  the  work 
executed  for  the  sum  named,  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  responsible  man ,  capable  of  doing  it,  will  give 
bond,  and  undertake  its  execution.  At  any  rale,- 
the  experiment  can  be  tried,  and  if  the  ftiettds  of 
the  measurs  have  confidence  in  the  estimates,  let 
them  support  the  proposition  which  1  have  indi- 
cated.   They  shaU  have  my  eodperatioa. 

The  honorable  gentleman  fi«m  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Chandler]  admiuthat  my  statement  as  to 
the  cost  of  excavating  the  tunnel  ($7  SO  per 
cubic  yard)  was  correct;  but  he  avoids  the  effect 
of  it,  by  statiag  that  the  engineer's  estimatea 
were  twice  that  sum.  The  data  npon  which  the 
estimates  are  made,  as  exhibited  in  the  report,  are 
go  meager  and  vague,  that  it  ia  impossible  to  ob- 
tain from  them  any  correct  idea  of  the  coat  of 
any  specific  part  of  the  work.  How  much  is  to 
be  charged  to  the  actual  labor  of  excavating  a 
cubic  yard,  and  how  much  to  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  making  preparations,  providing  tools, 
removing  debris,  supsrintendence,  Ac.,  eaimot  be 
determined  firom  the  estimates.    But,  admitting 
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the  estimate  was  fifteen  dollars  per  yard,  and  the 
actual  coat  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  it  onljr 
shows  that  he  missed  the  true  sum  one  hundred 
per  cent.  This  vaaj  be  considered  near  enough 
for  the  guess  of  a  military  officer;  and  if  all  his 
estimates  are  as  wide  of  the  mark  as  this,  my 
worst  fears  as  to  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  work 
may  be  realized.  The  txpoae  I  made  on  a  former 
occasion ,  of  the  actual  cost  of  laying  a  few  thou- 
sand bricks  in  the  conduit,  as  calculated  by  the 
workman  who  actually  laid  them,  shows  that  if 
the  engineer  went  above  the  actual  cost  of  exea- 
Tating,  in  his  estimates,  he  fell  far  below  it  in  esti- 
mating for  the  brick  work.  The  excavation  of 
the  tunnels  is  but  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
work,  compared  to  the  brick  masonry. 

The  honorable  gentleman  auesis  the  accuracy 
of  my  statement  in  regard  to  the  total  coat  of  sup- 
plying Philadelphia  with  water  for  a  period  of  fifty- 
four  years.  I  set  it  down  at  |3,200,000,  and  this, 
he  fVankly  admits  to  be  correct.  Now,  air,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  intelligence  and  good  sense  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  to  say,  if  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, with  its  immense,  active  population,  has 
been  supplied  with  water  for  all  purposes  for  fifty- 
four  years, at  a  total  cost  not  exceeding  that  sum, 
the  cities  of  the  District,  with  scarcely  one  sixth 
of  the  inhabitants,  ought  not  to  be  supplied  at  an 
infinitely  less  sum  i  So  different  are  the  ideas  of 
the  engineers  of  the  army  from  those  of  the  prac- 
tical business  population  of  Philadelphia,  that  what 
it  has  coat  them  to  construct  and  reconBlrucl  water- 
works, and  keep  them  in  operation  for  more  than 
half  a  century,  IS  deemed  hardly  suflieient  to  begin 
ivilA  in  this  District  !- 

Something  has  been  said  in  reference  to  the  loca- 
ealion  of  the  dam  at  the  Great  Falls;  and  the  im- 
pression is  created  that  the  engineer  has  obtained 
the  right  to  build  it  without  trespassing  upon  the 
rights  of  individuals.  If  1  am  not  misiinormed, 
the  controversy  has  not  bacn  settled;  and  if  the 
work  is  authorized  to  proceed,  there  will  be  em- 
barrassment, if  not  ii  stoppage  of  the  work,  by 
the  interooaition  of  the  courts.  The  engineer  re- 
jected all  overtures  for  a  compromise  and  settle- 
ment of  these  difficulties  with  the  riparian  pro- 
prietors at  the  Falls,  and  he  has  no  piawer  under 
the  act  of  Viiginia,  or  the  law  of  Congress,  to  con- 
demn property  in  Virginia,  or  trespass  upon  their 
water  rights,  reserved  especially  as  they  are  by 
acts  of  both  the  Maryland  and  Viiginia  Legisla- 
tures. The  law  of  Cfongress  in  reference  to  the 
water-works  did  not  authorize  the  purchase  of 
a  foot  of  land  in  Virginia;  and  yet,  the  engi- 
neer, with  a  latitude  I  do  not  understand,  has  pur- 
chased,-in  the  name  of  the  Qovemment,  some  ten 
acres  of  land  above  the  Fails,  and  above  the 
land  owned  by  the  contesting  parties,  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore,  and  proposes  to  construct  a  diagonal 
dam  across  the  river  to  that  point,  not  only 
thus  increasing  the  expenses,  but  withdrawing 
from  tbe  propnetors  of  water  rights  at  the  Palls 
daily  sixty-seven  millions  ofgallonadf  the  water, 
which,  under  the  laws  of  Viiginia  and  Maryland, 
too,  they  have  a  right  to  use  undiminished.  The 
Government  has  not  yet  asked  or  obtained  from 
Virginia  the  rieht  thus  to  use  the  property  of  her 
citizens,  even  by  condemning  and  paying  for  it; 
and  the  engineer,  if  he  persists  in  his  purpose, 
will  commit  a  high-handed  wrong  upon  these  citi- 
zens. The  water  in  the  Potomac,  above  tide- 
water, may  be  used  by  the  public  for  purposes  of 
navigation;  but  obstructions  which  affect  either 
the  navigation  or  the  rights  of  riparian  proprie- 
tora  cannot,  even  by  the  power  of  this  Federal 
OoTcrnmenI,  be  placed  in  the  river.  The  engi- 
neer says,  in  his  report,  that  a  portion  of  the 
water  conveyed  to  the  District  by  his  aqued  uct,  and 
drawn  from  the  dam  above  these  proprietors,  will 
be  used  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Is  it  possible 
that  this  Congress  will  jusufy  the  wrong  which  this 
would  do  to  the  propnetors  of  the  waUr-rigbts  at 
the  Palls?  Of  what  value  would  be  water-power 
there  for  manufacturing  purposes,  if  the  Govern- 
ment should  give  its  revenues  to  bring  it  sixteen 
miles  nearer  to  the  point  of  business,  where  it  could 
be  obtained  for  nothing?  In  my  judgment,  these 
gentlemen  have  subslsntial  rights,  which  are  likely 
to  be  seriously  interfered  with;  and  it  certainly  is 
prudent  and  wise,  befhre  we  make  any  appropria- 
tion to  continue  the  work,  to  see  that  the  existing 
controversy  is  settled,  or  at  least  know  that  the 
work  at  its  initial  point  can  proceed  without  embar- 
iBssment  to  the  Government,  or  trespass  upon  tbe 


rights  of  citizens.  I  am  assured,  air,  by  the  highly 
respectable  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred, 
that  the  whole  difficulty  could  be  arranged,  to  the 
mutual  interest  of  both  the  Govemmem  and  them, 
if  a  proper  spirit  were  manifested  by  the  engineer. 
I  have  read  the  correspondence  betweai  them  and 
the  engineer,  commenced  by  the  latter,  and  am 
constrained  to  say,  that  if  published,  would  show 
a  haughtiness  of  bearing  and  an  arrogance  of  tone 
upon  the  part  of  the  engineer,  whiu  leaves  but 
little  room  to  hope  that  through  him  any  amicable 
arrangement  could  be  made. 

I  did  not  expect,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  drawn 
into  this  debate,  and  should  have  kept  silent,  but 
for  the  speech  of  my  honorable  friend,  who  has 
opened  up  a  subject  with  which  I  am  somewhat 
familiar,  and  to  which  1  have  given  some  atten- 
tion. As  1  am  on  the  floor,  I  will  avail  myself  of 
the  occasion  to  refer  to  the  practice  which  has 
prevailed  in  the  policy  of  our  Government  for 
many  years,  of  assigning  military  officers  to  the 
construction  of  civil  works  and  other  duties  of  a 
purely  civil  character,  and  the  enormous  abuses 
which  have  grown  up  under  the  system.  If  time 
would" allow,  I  think  I  could  lay  before  this  House 
such  an  array  of  facts  as  \yould  induce  every  gen- 
tleman to  unite  with  me  in  tbe  effort  which  I  am 
making,  and  shall  conlinue  to  make  while  I  have 
the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  to  destroy  the 
system  in  its  full  extent — to  break  up  the  practice 
wherever  it  exists,  apd  confine  the  operations  of 
the  War  Department  and  the  officers  of  the  Army 
to  those  duties  which,  under  the  Conetiiution, 
rightfully  and  appropriately  belong  to  them. 

My  dislinguisbed  and  eloquent  friend  from 
South  Canilina,  [Mr.  Kzitt,]  in  a  fervent  and 
eloquent  manner,  announced  to  this  House  a  few 
days  ago  that  the  Democratic  party  had  come 
into  power  pledged  to  certain  measures  of  reform 
which  had  not  yet  been  accomplished,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  members  not  to  adjourn  until  some 
adequate  effort  had  been  made  to  effect  them.  I 
concurred  with  him  most  heartily  in  both  his  dec- 
larations and  his  purpose.  But,  sir,  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff,  by  which  tbe  burdens  of  taxation 
upon  the  people  may  be  relieved,  though  import- 
ant and  much  to  be  desired,  is  not  the  only  meas- 
ure of  reform  to  which  the  Democracy,  now  in 
control  of  this  Government,  are  solemnly  pledged. 
A  strict  observance  of  all  laws  in  the  practice  of 
Government  officials,  a  just  economy  in  all  ex- 
penditures, proper  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  cit- 
izen, and  a  complete  subordination  of  the  mililary 
to  the  civil  power,  are  as  much  doctrines  to  which 
the  Democratic  party  are  pledged,  as  any  others 
which  form  carainal  points  in  their  political  creed. 
If,  then,  abuses  in  these  respects  have  crept  into 
the  practice  of  Government,  no  matter  by  what 
agency,  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Democratic 
party  to  arrest  them,  as  it  is  to  adopt  measures  of 
reform  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  or  any  other  subject 
ofjEoveromental  policy. 

That  there  do  exist  many  abuses  in  the  particu- 
lars to  which  I  have  alluded  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
In  the  administration  of  affairs  entrusted  to  mili- 
tary officers,  there  is  not  that  regard  paid  to  the 
rigid  requirements  of  the  laws  that  there  is  under 
civilians;  nor  is  there  the  same  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  or  the  same  re- 

fird  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  These  truths,  air, 
shall  make  clear  in  the  course  of  ray  remarks; 
for  they  are  no  idle  declarations.  I  speak  from 
the  record.  The  great  abuse,  however,  of  which 
I  complain,  and  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  ia  the  extent  to  which  the 
officers  of  ttie  Army  have  been  allowed  to  engross 
civil  positions  under  the  Government.  My  De- 
mocracy teaches  me  that  the  military  power  should 
be  kept  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil;  but 
from  the  practice  of  'the  Government  durine  the 
last  twenty  years,  the  military  has  become  aunoat 
the  controlling  power  of  the  Government.  I  dis- 
claim any  intention  to  attack  the  present  Admin- 
istration, or  to  hold  it  responsible  for  more  than 
continuing  a  system  wbiui  was  in  full  operation 
before  it  came  mto power.  While  I  do  not  intend 
by  any  means  to  charge  those  now  in  power  with 
any  agency  in  originating  the  practice  of  assign- 
ing military  officers  to  civil  duties,  I  may  .be  al- 
lowed to  say,  that  it  would  well  become  a  Demo- 
cratic Presiaent  to  set  his  face  against  and  arrest 
it.  I  hope  the  present  Executive  will  respect 
public  sentiment  on  this  subject,  and  refuse  longer 
to  sanction  the  practice. 


Tbe  official  testimony  published  by  the  House, 
which  was  taken  before  ue  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  this  subject,  will  show  the 
number  of  military  officers  employed  in  the  nsan- 
ogement  of  mechanics  and  others,  in  tbe  con- 
struction of  works  of  a  purely  civil  character,  and 
having  no  relation  whatever  to  the  military  de- 
fenses of  the  country.  Largely  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  two  Engineer  Corps  are  so  employed  ; 
while  infantry,  and  other  officers  of  the  line,  are 
away  from  their  regiments,  engaged  in  writing 
books,  and  performing  mere  clerical  duties  under 
other  departmenu  of  the  Government.  I  need 
not  complain  of  the  injustice  which  this  does  to 
other  officers,  who  are  not  allowed  to  occupy  wich 
pleasant  positions,  but  are  kept  upon  tbe  A'ontier, 
expoaed  to  the  hardships  of  the  camp,  and  re- 
quired to  perform  the  duties  which  have  been 
abandoned  by  others  for  more  agreeable  employ-' 
ment.  Can  any  man  tell  why  Army  officers 
should  be  employed  in  the  various  bureaue  of  the 
War  Department  in  preference  to  civilians?  Is 
there  no  work  for  them  to  do  elsewhere,  and  is 
this  the  purpose  for  which  the  Government  edu- 
cates them  at  West  Point  ? 

A  young  man  who  enlists  in  your  Army,  no 
matter  how  gallant  and  brave  he  may  be,or  what 
his  genius  and  ability  fqr  military  command,  can- 
not, by  the  policy  of  this  Government,  rise  from 
the  ranks  to  a  military  commission  The  thing 
is  impossible  for  him,  or  any  one  else  who  has  not 
piuaed  through  West  Point,  and  received  bia  pat- 
ent from  a  military  board.  Those  whogo  dinH^ 
that  gate — thoae  aJone  who  can  obtain,  by  thepar- 
tiaiily  of  friends,  the  right  to  take  that  road— can, 
under  the  policy  of  this  free,  republican  Govern- 
ment, reach  a  commission  in  the  Army.  Soaie^ 
times,  under  special  acts  of  Congress,  regiments 
are  raised  and  commissions  authorized,  and  then 
civilians  obtain  the  appointments.  But  this  ia 
done  only  in  cerlun  emergencies,  and  form  oohr 
a  rare  exception  to  the  regular  policy.  The  Weft 
Point  men  are  thus  allowed  to  hold  a  monopoly  of 
the  Army  commissions,  and  the  rest  of  the  people 
are  shut  out  and  prohibited  from  reaching  them. 
Is  it  right  that  they  should  also  engroaa  the  eiril 
places  under  the  Government?  Are  your  accom- 
plished architects ,  engineers,  armorers,  and  litemry 
men  in  civil  life  to  be  kept  from  posts  of  honor 
and  distinction  under  tbe  Government  that  this 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  military  men  may  be 
still  further  extended?  Is  the  ambition  of  the  young 
architect  and  mechanic  of  genius  to  be  deadenea 
and  suppressed ,  at  the  very  threshold  of  his  efforts 
to  quality  himself  for  honorable  service  under  his 
Government,  by  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
its  policy  is  to  encourage  the  engrossing  spirit  of 
the  corps  it  has  educated  and  cherished,  by  thrnstr 
ing  them  into  the  places  which  he  might  occupy 
with  more  advantage  to  the  country  ?  I  trust  tius 
Congress  will  regard  with  a  more  liberal  spirit 
what  is  due  to  this  class  of  citizens,  and  open  to 
them  these  avenues  to  distinction  and  honorable 
service. 

The  management  of  civil  affairs  by  mililary 
officers  is  sttended  with  evils  which  are  not  under- 
Btood  or  appreciated  by  the  public,  because  no  one 
cares  to  examine  the  subject.  I  have  given  it 
much  attention  of  late,  and  will,  in  the  coutae  of 
iny  remarks,  refer  specifically  to  aomc  of  them. 
Military  officers  are  not  trained  to  habits  of  ecoa- 
omy  The  very  nature  of  their  relations  to  Gov- 
ernment, their  education,  and  theirmilitary  duties, 
deprive  them  of  experience  in  financial  naattcrs. 
They  are  not  brought  in  contact  with  the  buaioeM 
world;  they  naturally  know  but  little  of  the  fiogal 
and  prudent  expedients  of  business  men.  Tbcy 
^know  that  the  Government  to  which  tbejr  are  at- 
tached has  great  resources  and  great  wealth,  and 
they  fear  no  embarrassments  to  its  revenuea.  If 
extravagance  and  waste  are  the  consequences  of 
their  management  of  the  disbursements  of  tbe  ptib- 
lie  money,  it  is  more  to  be  ascribed  to  these  canses 
than  to  any  other.  That  extravagance  and  waste 
in  the  public  money  is  the  consequence  of  ila  dis- 
bursement by  military  officers  I  am  fully  prepared 
to  prove.  The  whole  history  of  their  connecUtm 
with  the  public  works  «f  the  country  cleariy 
shows  it. 

The  engineer  oflleers  of  the  Army,  no  nwltsr 
what  civil  service  they  may  be  called  upon  to  pcr- 
furm,  which  requirea  the  disbursement  ofpabKc 
money,  give  no  bond  and  no  security  for  ita  faith- 
Ail  application,  as  civiliaiui  do.    Here  is  the  engi- 
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neer  upon  ihtc  Capitol,  disburaing  as  much  aa 
11,000,000  per  year  without  bond.  I  allade  to 
bim,  air,  not  for  the  purpoae  of  implying  even  a 
breath  of  imputation  against  his  integrity;  for  I 
would  not,  if  I  could,  say  one  word  to  hia  dia- 
credit  in  that  respect.  He  is  said  to  be  a  gentle- 
man of  exalted  moral  worth;  and  however  much 
I  may  oppose  his  views,  and  object  to  the  poai- 
tion  he  occupiea,  I  so  regard  him.  But,  no  mat- 
ter how  honorable  and  hi^h-minded  and  scrupu- 
loualy  careful  he  may  be  with  the  public  money, 
I  cannot  see  any  good  reason  why  he  should  be 
exempt  from  obligationa  which  are  always  ex- 
acted from  other  citizens  in  like  employment.  We 
Are  told  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  there  is  no 
law  requiring  engineer  officera  to  give  bond  when 
they  are  empToyra  in  disburaing  thepublic  money. 
No  law,  sir?  Then  one  should  be  inatantiv 
passed.  If  you,  sir,  or  any  other  civilians  of  hign 
character,  are  not  to  be  entrusted  with  the  public 
money  without  involving  your  friends  as  a  guar- 
antee for  your  fidelity,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is 
just  why  should  not  an  Army  officer?  What  en- 
titles him  to  such  a  distinction  above  you  and 
other  citicens?  Are  Army  officers  a  better  order 
of  men  ?  Have  they  more  integrity  than  other 
men?  .  Certainly  this  cannot  be  cUumed  for  them. 
If  they  cannot  giv^  bond  as  other  persons  in  the 
employment  of  Government  do,  then  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  handlethe  public  money.  There 
should  be  no  such  odious  distinction  made  be- 
tween Army  officers  and  citizens.  All  officers 
may  not  be  like  Captain  Meigs.  There  have  been, 
and  may  be  aeain,  men  in  the  Army  who  are  not 
aa  (aitbful  as  Re. 

The  law  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  Cap- 
itol provided  that  the  money  should  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  "  by  such 
architect  as  he  may  appoint  to  execvlt  the  same." 
Subsequently,  a  proviao  was  attached  to  one  of 
the/ippropnation  bills,  in  these  words: 

*'  Pnyvidtd,  That  so  much  of  fbnner  spproprlstions  for 
the  extension  of  the  Capitol  is  reiDains  anexpended,  sod 
the  appropriation  aow  made,  or  which  beresftrr  may  be 
made  tor  that  atject,  ahall  be  diabiirsed  onder  rach  regula- 
Mons  as  the  Praaldeni  of  the  United  Sutes  may  praaeribo ; 
the  accounts  for  such  disbursement  to  be  andiied  sod  paid 
at  the  Treasury,  in  the  same  manner  aa  the  accounts  of 
other  ciail  officers  cbarsed  with  the  disbarsemeat  of  the 
public  money.  And  said  diifturiinf  agtnt  shall  report  lo 
Ihe  President  his  disbursemenls  and  pfoceedings,  in  Ume 
to  he  presented  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of*each 
annual  session,  and  at  any  other  time  when  required." 

These  are  the  only  lawa  which  give  power  to 
the  President  over  the  Capitol  extension.  It  will 
be  seen  that  Congress  required  that  the  work 
should  be  executed  by  an  architect,  and  at  the  same 
time  directed  that  the  money  should  be  expended 
by  him,  under  the  direction  of  the  President.  Af- 
terwards, it  was  thought  proper  to  separate  the 
dieburaement  of  the  money  from  the  execution  of 
the  work,  and  a  disbursing  agent,  who  was,  by 
the  terms  of  the  law,  evidently  intended  to  be  a 
eiviHim,  and  not  a  miUtary  offictr,  was  authorized 
to  be  appointed.  The  objeM  clearly  was  to  pro- 
vide some  check  between  the  officer  who  designed 
«nd  executed  the  work,  who  made  the  contracts, 
purchased  material,  employed  the  handa,  and  had 
the  general  supervision  of  the  structure,  and  the 
Government.  This  was  right  and  proper.  But, 
instead  of  a  mere  disbursing  aeent,  or  paymaster, 
or  caahier-,  as  the  law  required,  a  member  of  the 
United  Statei  Corpa  of  Engineers,  who  gives  no 
bond,  is  not  only  made  disbursing  agent,  but  ar- 
chitect and  superintendent,  having  complete  con- 
trol over  every  other  officer,  and  every  part  of  the 
work.  He  makes  contracts  with  whom  ne  pleases; 
he  purchases  materials  when  and  where  he  enoosea; 
he  employs  mechanics  and  laboren,  and  pays  for 
all  them  by  his  owii  check  er  order.  I  cannot 
•ae  the  authority  for' all  this.  I  look  in  vain  for 
the  law  of  Confuses  which  antliorizes  it;  and  if  I 
■ay  that  Captain  Meigs  occupies  his  position 
ogainat  the  express  enactments  of  this  body,  I  gjve 
utterance  only  to  what  any  candid  man  will  be- 
lieve who  examines  the  sobject. 

Captain  Meigs  may  be  aeeomplished.  in  his  pro- 
fession ;  he  may  know  how  to  lay  out  the  grounds 
for  encampments  sad  fortifications,  to  construct 
fAtifications  and  military  roads.  These  are  the 
duties  in  which  be  haa  had  experience,  sad  tot 
which  the  Goverameni  educated  him.  I  will  not 
deny  him  the  merit  of  beine  a  proficient  in  these 
duuea;  bat  that  he  was  qualified  for  the  intricate 
auid  elaborate  orebitectaral  detaila  el  such  a  work 
«•  the  Capitol,  is  beyond  ail  reason.   Bat  few  men 


in  the  world  are  equal  to  such  a  work.  Without 
the  aid  of  the  diatingoished  architect,  Mr.  Wal- 
ter, or  some  one  equally  competent,  he  could  no 
more  have  gone  on  with  the  work  than  he  could 
model  and  cast  such  a  statue  as  that  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  But  how  has  he  managed?  I  pro- 
pose to  say  a  few  wonia  on  this  subject.  Al- 
though in  1853  we  peuned  a  law  requiring  all  con- 
tracts for  work  or  materiala  necessary  for  the 
Capitol,  and  other  public  buildings  in  this  Dis- 
trict to  be  advertised  sixty  days,  and  let  to  respon- 
sible bidders,  we  find  him,  under  that  latitude 
usually  taken  by  military  officers,  rejecting  all 
offers  to  fVimish  them  here  in  this  city,  and  send- 
ing to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  to 
purchase  them  in  open  market.  Several  millions 
of  bricks  have  been  obtained  in  these  cities,  and 
transported  to  the  Capitol,  at  a  coat  of  a  few  cents 
less  tnan  eleven  dollars  per  thousand.  You  may 
see  them  now  in  immense  large  piles  atanding  in 
the  streets  and  around  thia  building.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  has  furnished  the  committee  with  the 
exact  cost  of  them;  and  it  amounts  va  ten  dollara 
and  ninety-one  centa  per  thousand;  when  any 
quantity  required  could  hove  been  made  here,  of 
infinitely  better  quality,  at  seven  or  eight  dollars. 
He  also  discloses  the  fact,  that  a  larger  portion  of 
the  bricks  so  purchased,  are  so  amall  that  it  will 
take  thirteen  hundred  of  them  to  make  the  bulk  of 
one  thousand  of  those  made  in  this  city;  a  differ- 
ence in  size  of  thirty  per  cent,  which  increaaea 
the  coat  to  that  extent. 

Mr.  KEITT,  (isterrapting.)  yTill  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion or  two? 

Mr.  STANTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  KEITT,  (to  Mr.  Staktoh .)  Was  there 
note  contract  made  with  certain  individuals  in 
Washington  to  fomiah  all  the  bricks  necessary 
for  the  work?  Did  these  eontractora  not  fail  to 
fulfill  their  contract?  Was  not  thesuperintendent 
compelled  to  potehascthese  bricks  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  or  else  let  all  the  employees  out 
of  work  ?  Has  not  a  bond  bsen  given  by  the 
contractor?  And  are  not  the  parties  to  that  bond 
responsible  to  the  Government  for  the  difference 
between  the  cost  of  the  brick  thus  procured  and 
the  price  originally  agreed  upon  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  answer  my  honorable 
friend,  emphatically  iro.  To  the  extent  to  which 
his  questions  go,  the  (hets  implied  are  not  true. 
Hen  is  the  plain  history  of  the  whole  matter. 
Mr.  WendeU,  of  this  city,  was  the  towest  bidder 
under  an  advertisement  made  before  Captain 
Meigs  obtained  control  of  Ihe  work,  anil  waa 
aararded  the  eontraet  for  fbriushing  a  portion  of 
the  bricks  required  for  the  Capitol,  at  the  price  of 
^  88  per  thousand.  In  good  faith  he  commenced 
the  work,  although  the  season  was  somewhat  ad- 
vanced, and  furnished  more  than  a  million  at  that 
price.  He  would  have  gone  on  and  furnished 
every  brick  required,  and,  as  he  allecea  made 
money  by  the  contract,  if  he  bad  been  ulowed  to 
do  BO.  Bat,  sir,  for  economy,  he  established  a 
yard  at  Biadensburg,  where  wood  and  the  means 
of  living  were  cheaper  than  in  this  city,  and 
furnished  some  of  the  bricks  from  that  place, 
which  were  received  and  entered  into  the  baild- 
ing.  They  are  said  to  have  been  good  bricks, 
and  well  made;  but  the  place  at  which  they  were 
made  waa  made  a  pretext  afterwards  for  reject- 
ing them,  i  caniMM  undertake  to  aay  what  waa 
the  real  motive  for  rejecting  them,  for  I  do  not 
know.  It,  however,  caused  great  loss  and  sacri- 
fice to  the  contractor,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
surrender  his  contract.  Subsequently,  however, 
when  it  was  important  to  commence  the  work  on 
the  aqueduct,  a  portion  of  the  very  bricka  thua 
rejected  for  the  thick  strong  walls  of  the  Capitol 
were  purchased  at  a  higher  price  for  that  work. 
My  authority  for  this  atatement  is  Mr.  Wendell 
himself,  who  told  me  they  were  sold  to  Captain 
Meigs  and  conveyed  to  the  aqueduct.  He  assured 
ma,  that  when  summoned  before  the  select  commit- 
tee, he  would  confirm  his  statement  by  his  oath. 
I  presume,  sir,  that  neither  the  Preaident  nor  Sm- 
retary  of  War  are  familiar  with  these  details. 

Bat  why  go  elaewhere  lo  buy  bricks  when  they 
eooid  have  been  made  here  of  better  quality,  in 
^reat  abandonee,  and  at  a  tiheaper  rate  ?  At  the 
time  Wendell  toolc  his  contract  there  were  four- 
teen bidden,  many  of  them  among  the  most  ex- 
perienced and  reaponsible  brick-makers  in  the 
country.    Not  one  single  one  of  them  asked  as 


hieh  aa  eight  dollan.  The  atatement  of  theae 
bids,  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  ia  in  the 
committee  room.  Eleven  of  ihem  are  below  aeven 
dollars  and  firiy  cents  per  thousand.  About  the 
eame  time  a  contract  waa  made  to  lay  the  bricks 
at  two  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents  per  thousand; 
but  the  contractor,  before  he  had  made  a  single 
effort  to  comply  with  his  engagement,  waa  re- 
leased, and  the  work  done  by  the  day.  The 
Secretary  of  War  informs  the  committee  that  the 
laying  of  the  bricks  under  this  mode  of  manage- 
ment, coats,  on  each  wing,  an  average  pnoe  of  five 
dollan  and  eight  cents  par  thousand!  There  wen 
twenty-one  bids  for  the  laying  of  the  bricks,  and 
of  these  but  two  were  above  five  dollan.  Now, 
here  is  good  management  for  you  under  military 
rule  with  a  vengeance!  Every  thousand  bricks 
which  go  into  that  building  costs  this  Government 
tixteen  dollari  per  thousand,  exclusive  of  lime, 
sand,  and  cement,  which, at  aiinilar  rates,  could 
hardly  make  the  total  cost  leaa  than  nineteen  or 
luenly  doUan.  This  is  the  boasted  economy  which 
military  supervision  brings  to  the  country. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana,  ^interrupting.) 
I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the  geoue- 
man's  remarks,  but  have  been  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  much  importance  to  attach  to  the  stataments, 
other  than  his  impression  as  to  their  truth.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  the  facta  which  he  has 
stated  here  are  such  aa  have  been  given  in  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  of  which  he  is  the 
chairman?. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  want  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  understand  them  as  facts,'becau8e  uiey 
are  facts,  derived  from  official  sources.  With 
the  exception  of  what  I  gave  upon  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Wendell,  all  the  other  statements  I  have 
made  in  reference  to  bricks,  and  the  work  done  in 
laying  them,  is  derived  from  atatementa  commu- 
nicated to  the  select  committee  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  answer  to  interrogatories  propounded 
to  him  at  my  instance,  and  which,  in  due  time, 
will,  I  hope,  oe  publiahed. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  k  Mr.  Wendell's  statement 
in  evidence? 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  is  not.  The  Act  that  he 
fUroished  a  large  number  of  bricks,  oyer  amillioo, 
in  compliance  with  his  contract,  ia  atated  by  the 
Secretary.  The  other  beta  relating  to  the  rnee- 
tion  of  the  bricks  from  Biadensburg,  and  their 
subsequent  purchase  and  use  for  the  aqueduct, 
rest  upon  the  communication  made  to  me  by  Mr. 
Wendell  himself,  and  to  which  he  avowa  himself 
ready  to  testify  underoath.  This  ia  the  authority 
I  have  for  the  statement;  and  I  freely  give  it,  that 
I  may  rest  under  no  imputation  of  making  state- 
ments which  cannot  be  sustained. 

The  accomplished  architect  of  the  Capitol,  who 
ia  well  and  intimately  known  to  my  nonorable 
fViend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  CaANDLsa,]  is 
not  only  a  man  of  great  experience  and  skill  in  nis 
profession ,  but  one  whose  genius  and  good  taste, 
and  high  moral  worth,  make  him  an  honor  to  his 
countrv.  The  design  of  the  Capitol,  in  all  its 
beautiful  proportions  and  elaborate  details,  is  his, 
and  no  one  can  take  from  him  the  honor  of  its  con- 
ception. I  know  that  when  he  made  the  original 
plans  and  estimates,  he  made  them  upon  the  most 
economical  and  prudent  scale.  His  purpose  waa 
not  to  make  the  work,  in  any  respect,  more  costly 
than  was  necessary.  He  waa  a  civilian,  and  had 
an  eye  to  the  coat,  as  well  as  to  the  appearance 
and  dignity  of  the  nlifice.  The  military  engineer  • 
neither  liked  his  plans  nor  his  economy;  and  whca 
he  assumed  control,  he  commenced  a  complete 
revolution  in  all  things.  Contracts  were  not  only 
broken  up,  as  I  have  before  shown  yoa,  but  the 
exterior  and  interior  details  all  modified,  changed, 
and  revolutionized.  The  exterior  marble  blocks 
were  regarded  aa  too  small,  and  the  whole  surface 
of  the  building  nearly  doubfed  in  thickness.  This 
brings  with  it,  of  course,  increased  expense.  The 
plan  of  the  interior  waa  broken  up,  and  massive 
foundatioua  constructed,  at  considerable  additional 
outlay  of  money,  to  sustain  the  new  structure. 
The  Halls  of  legislation  are  remodeled,  the  rooms 
in  the  basement  darkened,  and  nearly  the  whole 
building  deranged. 

There  are  to  be  one  hundred  handsome  columns 
in  the  porticos  to  the  new  wings.  Theae  columns 
were  dealgned  by  the  architect  to  be  made  in  sec- 
tions of  about  five  feet  in  length.  Such  was  the 
plan  of  the  andenta  in  their  splendid  edifices,  and 
by  many  they  are  thought  to  be  more  substantial 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i400 


TH£  CONOilSSSIONAL  OlOBE. 


June  14» 


than  columns  formnl  of  a  single  shaft.  The  en- 
gineer, Aowever,  had  grander  ideas  than  the  an- 
cients, and  thought  differently.  He  requires  them 
to  be  quarried  in  a  single  oiece.  They  must, 
therefore,  be  brought  here  m  Mocks  about  twentv- 
six  feet  long,  andttve  or  sis  feet  square.  Tne 
marble  for  them,  in  its  rough  state,  would  have 
cost  about  |680  per  each  column,  as  originally 
designed  by  the  architect;  but,  under  the  encf- 
neer%  new  idea,  they  will  coat  |1,400  each !  The 
value  of  marble  increases  rapidly  with  the  increase 
of  the  size  of  the  blocks,  because  of  the  great 
labor  aitd  difficulty  of  Meuring  it  in  large  masses. 
The  columns  are  to  be  brought  to  this  city  from 
Massachusetts,  and  cannot  be  transported  in  or- 
dinary vessels.  The  means  must  be  created,  and 
vessels  adapted  to  the  purpose  built  by  the  con- 
tractors. Yes,  vessels  absolutely  constructed  for 
the  sole  purpose  must  be  obtained  to  transport 
'  these  immense  blocks  of  marble  from  Massachu- 
setts to  the  city  of  Washington.  Here,  then,  is 
an  additional  sxpenditure  ofover  $700  on  each  of 
a  hundred  columns  made  necessary  by  tlie  rosg- 
nificcnt  ideas  of  the  eneiiieer.  Bat  this  is  i)oi  all. 
The  working  of  thess  Tar^e  blocks  must  elso  cost 
more,  and  for  reasons  which  ev«ry  gentleman  can 
eaaily  understand.  They  are  more  difficult  to 
(Mmfle,  and  will  be  attended  with  great  danger  and 
expense  in  elevating  them  to  their  positions. 

When  the  last  appropriation  was  made  for  con- 
tinains  the  work  on  the  Capitol,  I  oflsred  an 
amendment  to  it,  proposing  to  apply  ^,000  of 
the  sum  to  employ  Biram  Powers  an  eminent 
American  artist,  to  execute afieceof siatuaryfor 
(he  adornment  of  the  wip«s  or  the  Capitol.  The 
{louee  reftised  to  sanction  it.  The  ho)iarable 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clikuman] 
■-.hanged  the  amendment,  and  offered  it  again; 
but  it  met  with  no  belter  iitte.  The  same  amend- 
ment, or  a  similar  one,  was  twice  offered  in  the 
Smate,  and  twice  voted  down;  so  here  weie  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  twice  refiising  to  divert 
any  portion  of  the  money  intended  for  build- 
ing the  wings  of  the  Capitol  to  the  procurement 
«r  atatuary.  And  will  it  be  believed  that,  after 
these  emphatic  expreasipna  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  sg^nst  such  an  application  of  the  an- 
■proprialioni  f30|000  of  it  have  been  sent  to  Italy 
by  the  engineer  to  procure,  not  the  statuary,  but 
the  mere  designs  and  plaster  modela.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  says  to  the  committee: 

'  '  Mr.  Thomu  Crawftml,  a  dislinguislicd  Aoieiicau  attial, 
now  In  RoBie,  baa  been  eeatmiMioned,  at  a  cost  of  920,000, 
t0|Mcpire<aici>'an4f<«fl«r  modela  for  Anirleen  ataluos, 
aad  incir  scceaeoilef,  to  AM  Hi*  timiiaMiBi  of  one  of  Dm 
raiteiu  porticoa,  and  M  dccQiaie  one  of  ItaeeaMeru  iloore. 
These  it  la  Intended  In  luve  iKulplurcd  in  ttiia  ciiy,  and  of 
American  maitile." 

I  need  not  comment  upon  this  act,  further  then 
to  say  that,  no  matter  under  whose  direction  it 
was  done,  it  ahows  but  little  respect  for  the  will  of 
Congreos. 

In  regard  to  the  alterations  of  the  original  plan 
of  the  building,  there  is  no  less  disresard  of  that 
body  shown.  The  law  authorized  the  President 
"  to  adopt  a  plan"  ftfr  the  extension.  Mr.  Fill- 
more was  then  President,  and  under  that  law  iie 
.acted.  The  plan  was  adopted,  and  the  work  had 
been  prosecuted  to  a  considerable  extent  under  it. 
The  law  was,  therefore,  fully  executed.  It  left 
no  power  to  any  sub8ec(uent  President  to  adopt 
another  plan,  or  materially  to  alter  the  original 
•me;  if  so,  there  would  have  been  no  limit  to  the 
power,  and  the  President  would  have  the  right  to 
eonstruct  any  description  of  building  he  cnose, 
and  to  incur  any  expense  he  might  think  proper. 
*?uch  was  never  the  intention  of  Congress.  But 
we  are  not  left  to  conjecture  as  to  who  deserves 
the  credit  for  these  modifications  of  the  plan,  and 
upon  whom  will  rest  (he  responsibility  for  the 
blunders  committed.  The  Secretary  of  War  in- 
forms us  in  Ills  report,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
session,  that  these  changes  in  the  plan  were  pro- 
posed by  Captain  Meigs !  They  were  adopted 
at  his  suggestion,  with  the  indorsement  of  a  board 
of  scientific  gentlemen. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  look,  for  a  moment,  at 
the  most  material  change  made  in  the  plans.  And 
it  is  a  subject,  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  to 
which  you  have  given  no  attention.  The  original 
design  located  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Reprc- 
aentatives  across  the  west  end  of  the  wing.  It 
was  exposed  on  the  north,  wfst,  and  south  sides, 
to  the  Iieht  and  air,  and  there  were  fifty  windows 
by  which  ventilation  could  be  obtained.    You  can 


see  from  where  I  now  stand  the  deaign.  It  wits 
such  as  no  one  could  oppose  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection to.  I  venture  to  aay  that  time  will  test  the 
truth  of  what  I  say,  that  so  long  as  the  building 
stands  it  will  be  a  source  of  regret  to  all  who 
occupy  it,  that  this  arrangement  of  the  Hall  was 
not  continued.  The  present  plan,  as  you  will 
see,  locates  the  Hall  in  the  center  of  the  building, 
and  surrounds  it  with  corridors  and  committee 
rooms.  It  is  modeled  after  the  Halls  of  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament  Houses,  and  will  prove  as  great 
an  abortion.  How  is  a  room,  thua  pent  up,  in 
Oie  center  of  a  massive  and  complicated  builoiog, 
to  be  ventilated?  I  will  read  (rom  the  report  of 
the  engineer.    I  will  let  him  speak  for  himself: 

"  Aa  Ibe  warm  air  miuc  aaceod  to  tbe  top  of  the  room,  I 
propoee  m  let  It  do  ao  in  a  large  trunk  outside  of  the  apart- 
oieai,  paae  into  a  apace  above  ibe  celUag,  and  Ihenee  by 
naBMfona  bole*  find  Its  way,  a*  ibioagh  a  aleve,  tmo  Uie 
rooiD." 

There  it  is.  Light  is  not  only  to  be  brotight  in 
from  theceilipg,  but  air  obtained  through  auger 
holes,  and  pumped  down  upon  us  through  •*  a 
maze  of  hot  water-pipes"  in  winter,  and  "  melted 
ies"  in  summer  I  This  is  the  means  of  ingress. 
In  what  way  does  be^xpeci  to  find  egress  for  the 
vitiated  and  impure  air?    Hear  him: 

"Ttic  exit  abotild  be  througb  numeraua  boles  In  tbe 
toor,  pcrbapa  ibnnub  tbe  carpel,  or  Ibe  risen  of  tbe  plal- 
Ibim  on  wtaicta  are  ibe  meaboia'  chafas." 

This  IS  a  speeimeo  vf  miUtarr  angioaeriiic, 
wbicik  will  scarcely  commend  itoelr  to  you  for  tae 
wisdom  it  displays.  Does  it  not  rsvsis*  all  the 
prinoiples  of  nature?  Natural  ventilation  ia  by 
the  ascending  movsment.  Tbe  tighter  air,  instead 
of  passing  downward,  ascends,  while  ttwt  which 
is  denser  passes  up  to  supply  its  place.  The  air 
breathed  through  our  Uincs,  and  the  emanations 
from  the  eurfae*  of  the  body,  are  at  a  tamperatora 
of  about  90O,  while  that  nsoessary  for  the  comfort 
of  members  in  the  room  should  never  exceed  650. 
Can  it  be  axpecied  that  this  impure  air  will  not 
ascend,  and  be  forced  dowa  by  the  descending 
body  of  air  pumped  in  firooa  the  coiling  to  be  re- 
inspired  by  the  member*?  But  the  phut  is  not 
oridnal  with  Captain  Mates. 

The  British  IVuliamsnt  Houses  are  built  upon 
the  same  idan,  and  this  identical  ocbeme  of  ven- 
tilation was  thoroughly  tried,  and  thoroi^hly  ex- 
ploded, before  the  engiaeer  submitted  it  to  the 
scientific  board  which  mdorsed  it.  The  truth  is, 
the  House*  of  Parliament  have  never  yet  been 
•ueocssfully  ventilated,  and  never  will  be,  ualea* 
lh«  whole  struclur*  is  torn  down  and  rebuilt.  It 
was  in  proof,  before  a  cemmitte*  of  Parliament  in 
1853,  tiwt  11,500,000  bod  b««n  expended  in  fruit- 
less tfOforta  to  ventilate  the  Hall  by  msehanical  con- 
trivances. Tbe  witDCsaes  who  were  summoned 
before  that  committee  mnh  among  the  most  emi- 
nent practical  and  scientific  men  in  Europe.  It 
was  shown  that  so  great  were  the  currents  and 
eddiea  produced  by  the  meotionical  contrivances, 
that  the  membars  would  sometimes  sit  with  their 
feet  in  a  temperature  of  C8;o,  the  centre  of  their 
bodies  at  11°,  while  their  head*  would  be  in  an 
atmosphere  ranging  at  73''.  Tho*  their  fret  would 
be  freezing  whiw  their  heads  were  scorching.  Mr. 
S.  W.  Daukee,  an  eminent  architeet,  in  testifying 
upon  oath  in  regard  to  the  very  plan  of  ventila- 
tion proposed  by  Captain  Meigs,  thus  speak*  of 
the  pumping  down  process; 

"  I  tliiak  ibo  ayaieni  i«  opposed  lo  llw  natural  prinviplefi 
of  veniilalion,  forcing  ibe  air  counary  lo  iu  natural  move- 
incni,  and  requiring  the  constant  a|wlicMiou  of  uowerlnl 
niacliincf^  to  obtain  rcvnlt^i  Uial  may  »c  obtained  by  allow- 
ing the  air  to  lake  itsnaiural  course." 

Another  diatinguislied  gentleman,  II.  G.  Price, 
who  had  devoted  many  yeyrs  lo  the  warming  and 
ventilatingof  large  buildings, gavetestimony  before 
the  committee,  and  thus  speaks  of  the  same  mode 
of  ventilation: 

"First of  alt,  it  nccsssilatcssriinrlal  p<iwer,  it  will  not 
act  cxcc^it  nndt^r  compulsion,  then  it  brings  Ibe  vitiated 
and  bieaihed  air,  thai  ought  m  be  carried  nway  and  not 
brcalbed  over  agaia,  donm  to  tho  lungs  to  be  nip^ied. 
Ii  also  tends  lo  subvert  aiioUier  natural  law  by  keepiag  Uw 
bead  in  tbe  hotlert  niediuiu  and  the  feel  in  ihe  coldest,  and 
tbe  ventilation  is  arrested  altogether  ifthe  motive  power 
is  not  kept  ia  coBstanl  openHlon ;  wbeieas,  in  Ae  greater 
portion  of  tbe  year,  iiaiare  will  aeconplisli  ii,  ir  aNowed 
lodoso." 

Other  equally  eminent  eenllemen  denounced 
the  plan  aa  **  a  noxious  fallacy;"  and  the  com- 
mittee, before  whom  the  teslimuny  was  given, 
commenda  Ui  the  attention  of  Parliament  the  tes- 
timony of  Messrs.  Daukes  and  Price,  and  thus 
•peak  of  the  plan  of  ventilation: 


'■  Tbe  plan  of  forcing  air  into  a  buildiog  by  

power,  to  produce  what  Is  called  plenum  or  plus  ventila- 
tion, combined  wttb  Ibe  extracting  power  of  a  sliaft,  wWi 
fUraaee  or  aleam  Jet,  to  cflkot  wiMl  b  lacBisd  vaeaom  vea- 
tiiation,  wiUi  ascending  aad  deacaadint  oamai,  Aw  die 
supply  of  fresb,  and  Uie  abatiaciiou  of  vitiated  air,  is,  is 
tbe  opinion  of  your  commiitee,  a  complicated  system,  aad 
one  wbicb  they  are  not  prepared  to  approve." 

The  report  and  proceedings  of  the  parliament- 
ary committee,  are  to  be  round  in  the  library 
of  Congress,  and  which  I  reapectftilly  commend  to 
the  atuntion  of  the  members  ofthis  committee  who 
wish  to  bs  further  informed  in  relation  to  the  cast- 
off  plan  of  British  ventilation,  which  the  military 
engineer  "in  charge  of  the  Capitol  extension,  the 
V^hington  aqueduct,  and  Fort  Montgomery," 
has  adopted  for  the  American  Capitol.  The  whole 
deaign  in  reUtion  to  the  Hall  is  a  ridiculous  folly, 
and  will  be  grievoualy  felt  by  those  who  succeed 
us.  Better  had  the  whole  work  be  token  down 
than  permit  audi  folly  to  be  perpetuated. 

But,  sir.  Captain  Meigs  is  not  the  onlv  military 
officer  employed  in  civil  service  upon  wnoae  con- 
duct in  ttie  management  of  the  affairs  intrusted 
to  him  1  desire  to  comment,  in  illustration  of  the 
evils  of  the  policy  of  appointing  them  to  stations 
4hey  ought  not  to  occupy.  The  affairs  of  the 
nationid  armories  have  been  under  examination 
befoi-e  the  select  committee,  and  the  testimony 
taken  has  been  printsd  for  the  uae  of  this  House. 
Monty  appropriated  for  improvementa  at  these 
establishments  is  spent  with  a  most  lavish  and  un- 
sparing hand,  and  with  but  little  regard  to  tbeob- 
ieets  for  which  appropriations  are  asked;  and  such 
IS  the  mode  of  keeping  their  accounts,  and  roakii^ 
their  returns  to  tbe  Ordnance  Department,  that  it 
is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine  from 
anything  on  record  nere  the  cost  of  any  specific 
object  <^  improvement  upon  which  money  has 
been  expended.  The  present  (Congress  is  asked 
for  money  for  certain  enumerated  objects  of  im- 
provement at  Harper's  Perry,  said  by  the  com- 
mandant to  bs  absolutely  necessary.  He  sub- 
nates  for  each  item,  with  brief  r 


mits  estimates 

for  the  appropriation.  Congreaa  relies  upon  tbsoe 
estimatss,  and  grants  the  appropriatioas.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  the  testi- 
mony of  a  Mr.  Kitzmiller,  the  clerk  of  the  Har- 
per's Ferry  armory,  how  tbe  military  commandant 
managea  at  that  eatablishment: 

"|l^i<ia».  Did  Uie  military  superinteudeala  at  Harper^ 
Fctry,  In  tbe  management  of  tlis  armors  and  tl>e  expcadi- 
tiire  or  appropriations,  observe  rliritlly  tlic  reguIaUoos  laid 
down  by  aa  Ordnance  Duaainuant  P 

"Answer.  There  was,  of  courae,  adoportura  wisaa  tm^ 
diverted  (Unds  from  ouc  appiopiialiou  to  aaoUier. 

"  QucstloA.  ^Vliat  improvements  were  made  last  ycaraal 
y«ar  before,  Ar  wbicb  appropriations  are  asked  tbe  psesat 
yeart  aad  apoa  wbat  aafliesity  were  UMae  laipsgstiaaaii 
cemmtBcedJ 

'■^lUK'cr.  I'lic  cietuu,  liir  wliidi  an  appropnauosi  si 
fI,0DO  is  asked,  tlic  rcpaira  to  ben  ebops  and  Inring  nuBs, 
Jbr  wbieb  91,801  is  mfced,  and  Ul«  tilt  bamner,  fbr  srUck 
91,300  is  aaked,  wider  Uio  bead  of  appiopilatiaae  tor  is- 
pairs,  impnvcweata,  aad  aaw  wasbiiwry,  to  tbe  itoal 
year  coding  i|ic  30tb  of  June,  18U,  have  been  ataeady  Mk. 
and  (Mid  (or  out  of  die  appropriauon  for  rcpairsi,  kc,  to 
thla  year.    Iu  ISfG  iliero  was  an  oppropaanoai  made  af 

tl«i,ioarur  biilldiBgaaewralliagaiillaBdIinir.wWcbtMS 
rawii  at  Uie  liiiic  sod  used  to  olbtr  pwifooea,  wilb  Ifeai 
laiitudo,  licreluforc  etplaiacd,  and  But  to  Ibe  jioipaaeCa 
wbich  it  was  made,  Tlic  rolling  mill  aud  Ibrse  waa  notbriR 
until  1863,  and  Ihe  cost  of  them  waa  uk«n  from  Ac  vpro- 
pcialion  torepains,  fco.,  toUieprcscMycas.  la  IMP*, 
on  appropriaUoii  lor  lira  ^rdiaso  of  lands  and  boaaaa  was 
made ;  liul  as  llicy  could  not  b«  bought  at  tbe  time,  thatap- 
proprisiion  wok  expended  to  other  purposes.  Tbe  prop- 
erty irw,  liowsvcr,  bougbl,  and  paid  to  oui  oTlba  lasutat 
year. 

"  I  r  ilie  appruptiaiiuiu  bad  boeu  applied  to  ike  paipeacs 
for  wliiih  tlicy  were  intended,  there  would  be  no  asooey 
wmiting  now.  I  sMte  lliese  (bets  to  explain  tbe  embarras 
umil  ol'tlie  rands  of  ilie  a|i|iropriati«n  to  repairs,  fcc,  at 
lliepccsMiliiBie." 

It  will  be  thus  aeen  that  for  objeels  already  ae- 
oompNsbed,  paid  for,  and  actually  in  use,  Coo- 
gress  is  askeu  to  appropriate  money.  The  money 
Ta  not  needed  for  tfceae  purposes,  and  the  estl- 
BMttss  do  not  discloM  the  real  motive*  fbr  wMeh 
it  is  needed.  The  clerk,  however,  tell*  a*,  in 
another  part  of  hia  testimony,  that  ifthe  money 
ia  appropriated,  they  wiH  use  it  to  supply  the 
plae*  of  monMT  appropriated  for  other  tmprove- 
mcnts,  which  nave  nsver  yet  been. com incoeed, 
but  the  fund  for  which  has  bsen  applied  to  other 
purposes.  This  system  of  misapptyisg  tha  dp- 
propriotionsand  mirleading  Congress,  commenced 
m  1846,  uihI  the  clerk  exonerates  the  late  •oper- 
mtendent.  Colonel  Huger,  from  all  responaibility 
under  it.  ■  But  tlie  abuse  is  one  of  some  ina»Di- 
tude,  and  serves  well  lo  show  the  diarwwrd  of 
hw  aad  economy  by  military  msn  in  ohriTplae**. 
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1  mU  g«atitmM  amoBd  me  that  these  am  bot  a 
■maU  sample  of  the  evila  which  grow  out  of  the 
practice  ot  aaaigniai;  them  to  civil  dutiA.  These 
evils  are  a  mine  in  which  it  would  be  well  for 
the  country  if  members  of  Cooeress  would  bur- 
row a  little  more.  They  will  find  greater  latitude 
taken  by  these  men  in  the  discharge  of  their  da- 
ties  than  is  allowed  by  any  other  tiovemmcnt  in 
the  world,  having  any  pretensions -to  be  governed 
by  tiie  restraints  of  law.  . 

Sir,  the  reeent  falling  of  the  Little  Falls  bridge 
is  another  example  of  the  bad  management  of  mu- 
itary  oSicera  in  charge  of  civil  works.  How  the 
bri(&e  fell,  and  wMt  canssd  it,  is  well  known. 
But!  wish  to  refer  to  the  moneyezpended.  We 
were  asked  to  aporopriate  $50,000  for  that  work. 
Wc  gave  430,000,  and  45,700  was  borrowed  from 
th*  corporation  of  Geoigetown,  all  of  which  is 
expanded;  |13,000  was  paid  to  the  contractor  for 
the  iron  work  of  the  bridge,  every  cent  of  which  is 
loat;  and  what  is  left  for  the  ether  $93,000? 
Nothing  but  two  stone  piers,  containing,  aoeotding 
to  the  statement  of  tne  engineer,  two  thoasand 
perches  of  masonry,  ineludingalittle  patching  on 
ibe  Virginia  abntment!  Now,  according  to  my 
calculations,  this  masonry,  which  oughtnot  to  have 
cost  more  than  five  or  six  dollars  per  perch,  has 
c«M  the  Qovemment  more  than  eleven,  without 
taking  into  consideration  the  |13,000  lost  by  the 
MHngof  thebiidg*.  The  engineer,  however,  esti- 
mates the  cost  at  eight  dollars  per  perch,  but  does 
hot  embraee  any  of  the  expenses  for  tools,  seaf- 
foldingt  and  other  objects  connseted  with  the 
work.  These  engineers  have  their  own  way  of 
arriving  at  the  cost  of  work.  It  is  like  the  prac- 
tice which  prevails  at  the  armories,  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  show  wonderful  economy  in 
the  cost  of  the  arms  fabricated.  It  is  sometning 
like  this:  they  count  the  labor  and  materials,  and 
sttch  other  items  as  they  choose  to  make  an  de- 
ment in  the  calctilation,  but  take  noaoeonatof  (he 
immense  sums  expended  for  handsome  residences, 
(one  of  which  is  said  to  have  cost  not  less  than 
'  f50,000,)beautifially  hnproved  grounds,  and  other 
objects  not  less  extravagant,  anofor  wh  ieh  t  be  Go  v- 
emmeatappropriates  money  every  vear.  Oh,  no ! 
These  do  not  enter  into  the  cost  of^  manafecture. 
'*They  are  supposed  to  be  worth  their  cost." 
And  so  it  is  with  the  engineers.  Moneyezpended 
in  baying  oxen,  procuring  facilities  for  executing 
the  work, saperintendence,  mileage,  At.,  are  not 
token  into  the  estiinate  of  coat,  aluiough  the  Oov  ■ 
eminent  pays  it. 

While  these  engineers  are  thus  employed  upon 
works  for  which  (hey  have  little  or  no  qualification, 
to  the  extant  of  two  thirds  of  their  whole  corps. 
Congress  is  appealed  to,  to  increase  their  num- 
bers— and  for  what  purpose?  If  those  employed 
in  civil  service  are  needed  in  the  duties  belonging 
rightfully  to  their  profession,  why  not  dismiss 
them  from  civil  employment,  and  restore  them  to 
their  military  occupations?  The  Senate  has 
passed  a  bill,  which  is  in  this  House,  providing 
fbr  sixty-two  new  cadets,  to  be  nppointed  by  the 
Senators  from  each  State,  and  intended  for  the 
Engineer  Corps.  It  cannot  be  possible  that,  under 
the  existing  state  of  things,  this  body  will  give 
H»  sanction  to  such  a  measure.  The  members  of 
the  tommittee,  if  they  will  lake  the  trouble  to 
examine  the  testimony  before  the  select  commit- 
'  tee,  will  see  names  of  the  officers  engaged  upon 
civil  works,  and  the  respective  positions  which 
they  occupy. 

It  is  said  these  officers  get  no  extra  [my  while 
in  civil  service — that  the  positions  are  not  agree- 
able to  them,  and  they  would  rather  be  employed 
in  military  service.  Sir,  it  may  be  that  all  do  not 
receive  additional  pay;  but  some  of  them  do;  and 
I  cannot  be  convinced  that  they  prefer  other  sta- 
tfohs.  They  cling  with  too  much  tenacity  to  their 
comfortable  places.  They  fight  to  retain  them 
with  too  much  ferocity  for  me  to  believe  any  such 
thing.  It  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  them  to 
be  relieved,  if  the  positions  were  a  burden,  by 
inducine;  their  friends  in  Congress  to  vote  with  me 
to  forbid  by  law  their  employment  in  civil  service 
hereafter,  while  they  remain  in  the  Army. 

Captain  Beauregard,  an  engineer  officer,  is  in 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  New  Orleans  cus- 
tom-nouse.  A  law  of  Congress  provided ,  that  if  a 
military  offi«er  should  be  appointed  to  that  ser- 
irice,  he  was  to  have  |3,000  salary,  less  his  regu- 
lar pay,  which  was  $600.  His  iilowances  for 
Aid,  quarters,  servants,  horses,  forage,  subsist- 


enee,  Ae. ,  which ,  I  ha ve  no  doobt,  amount  to  three 
orftiurtiiDeshis  regularpay,arenotdedncted.->  I 
venture  to  say,  that  Captain  Beauregard,  instead 
of  receiving'  |3,000.  lees  |600,  receives  4n  all 
nearer  |5,0M.  No  wonder,  sir,  these  officers  are 
sensitive  aboat  their  positions.  Bot  this  is  not 
all.  The  engineer  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Capi- 
tol has  also  under  his  superintendencethe  construc- 
tion of  the  aqueduct,  and  a  little  fort  somewhere 
in  the  northern  part  of  New  Yoric.  i  cannot  tell 
why  this  fort  is  hong  on  to  him,  or  him  to  the  fort, 
unless  it  enables  him  to  travel  occasionally  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile,  or  affords  him  some 
other  allonrance.  He  certainly  has  his  hands  fuH 
here,  and  can  give  but  little  attention  to  the  fort. 

I  have  investigated  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
allowances  to  Colonel  Ripley,  in  command  at  the 
Springfield  armory;  and  bis  pay  for  transportation 
from  place  to  place  amounts  to  a  good  round  sum. 
His  pay  proper,  foraperiod'ofalraut  twelve  years 
at  the  armonr,  amounts  to  $8,786,  while  the  total 
sum  he  received  in  the  shape  of  allowances  of  va- 
rious kinds,  exclusive  of  this,  is  not  leas  than 
$35,000.  While  his  subsistence  allowance  was 
only  $3,565  60  for  this  period,  his  longevity  ra- 
tions—one additional  ration  for  every  five  years' 
service — are  set  down  at  $5,418  60.  Such,  sir,  is 
the  way  in  which  these  ulowancea  are  eked  out. 

Now,  sir,  Captain  Beauregard,  of  New  Orleans, 
has  not  only  the  custom-house  there  to  superin- 
tend ,  but  he  has  several  works  of  river  and  harbor 
improvements  under  his  charge,  and  several  mili- 
tary works.  If  allowed  transportation  while  cir- 
culating between  these  points,  his  pay  may  be 
increased  greatly  beyond  what  I  have  estimated. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  allow  me  to  say  a  word 
or  two  here? 

Mr.  STANTON.    Most  certainly. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  The  officer  of  whom  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  speaks  is  known  to  me  by 
character  as  a  eentleman.  He  is  known  to  m* 
also  as  a  very  efficient— as  one  of  the  most  efficient 
— agents  the  Ooverbment  has  ever  had  in  theposi- 
tion  which  he  occupies.  And  I  should  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky — although  he  may  not 
intend  these  remarks  of  his  to  be  statements  ofTaets 
— to  forbear  making  suggestions  in  regard  to  hinj 
from  which,  in  the  minds  of  others,  inferences 
may  be  deduced  which  he  would  not  wish  to  aver 
as  facts,  and  yet  which  will  be  received  as  such. 

Now,  sir,  my  reason  for  interrupting  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  first  instance,  was  the  abssnce  of  the 
Smtleman  [Mr.  Craio]  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
ommittee  on  Public  Buildings.and  who  is  partic- 
ularly informed  upon  the  subject — and  perhaps,  as 
the  gentleman  has  said,  he  is  the  only  one,  except 
himself,  who  is  thoroughly  informed  upon  the 
subject.  I  know  that  gentleman,  and  I  have  often 
hadconversations  with  him  upon  the  subiect,  and 
his  views  are  directly  opposed  to  those  wliich  the 
gentleman  has  uttered.  He  holds  the  position 
of  chairman  of  the  committee,  which  the  gen- 
lleroan  held  last  session.  His  sources  of  inform- 
ation are  the  same  with  those  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  and  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  for- 
bear statements,  which  may  not  be  intended  as 
facts,  but  mere  opinions,  but  which  will  have  all 
the  weight,  before  the  country,  as  if  they  were 
statements  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  also  of  the  special  committee,  which 
has  had  these  things  under  examination.  It  is 
known,  also,  that  witnesses  summoned  before  the 
committee  have  been  examined  undrr  oath.  I 
interrupted  the  gentleman  before,  because  I  could 
not  discriminate  between  what  he  stated  upon  his 
own  authority  and  that  which  he  intended  to 
state  as  the  result  of  that  investigation.  I  beg  the 
gentleman's  pardon,  and  that  of  the  committee, 
for  interrupting  him;  but  the  allusion  which  he 
made  to  Captain  Beauregard  gave  me  the  occasion, 
which  I  was  happy  to  embrace. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  did  not  understand  very 
fully  the  allusion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 

fMr.  Stantov]  to  the  superintendent  at  New  Or 
cans,  and  I  think  it  doubtful  whether  the  com 
mittee  understood  it  difTerently  from  myself  The 
law  upon  the  subject,  which,!  suppose,  is  the  law 
which  governs  the  case,  I  will  reaa: 

"  For  conlinutsg  Uie  conunietion  of  the  cuMooi-bouse  at 
New  OileaiM,  Loniaiana,  4190,000,  rabject  to  the  Mmlia- 
lios*  and  reMric0on«  imiimed  on  ifae  appnprlalioa  ms4e 
fiir  the  aaw  ol^ect  at  UM  laal  aenioD  it  Conarae* :  Pro- 
vided, That  in  can  ibe  •operintendency  of  the  DOUdlnf  be 
conflded  to  aa  offlcer  detailed  tmm  the  Coipt  ofTopogiaph 
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leal  Ba|iiM»m,llMaetMk  sNhtteet  be  dlipsased  wMi,  ud 
Ike  Mid  wpariBMBdeM  allowed  a  oosapeaaaUon  aoi  ex- 
eeedinc  eifbtdollan  a  d*)'." 

t  did  not  understand  tlie  gentleman  aa  atating  it 
in  that  amy.  I  understood  him  to  stata  that  he 
was  to  have  an  amonnt  not  exceeding  fSflOO,  de* 
doeting  bia  eompensation  aa  officer. 

Mr.  STANTON.    Is  there  not  another  law  > . 

Mr.  HOOSTON.  The  law  of  the  second  ae« 
sion  of  last  Congress  is: 

"  For  eeniinalni  the  cennractlsn  of  the  cunom-bunse  at 
New  Orieam,  LoaMana,  9324,000,  nbjaei  to  the  ttnitadoo* 
and  leetricUoaa  iiapoMd  on  th4  appropiiailons  made  fttrliie 
nine  object,  at  the  second  wasion  of  the  last  Congreae,  as  let 
apecting  the  plan  upon  which  ihe  building  ia  to  be  eteeted." 

Mr.  STANTON.  Is  there  nothing  said  there 
about  the  salary  of  the  officer? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    There  is  not. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  may  be  mtsialien;  but  if! 
am^I  was  led  into  the  error  by  th*  statement 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  some  one 
of  bis  officers,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  his  salary 
ia  $3,000,  less  the  fSOO. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman Is  mistaken,  but  that  is  my  impression. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Eight  dollars  a  day  is  about 
$3,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Trae,  bat  hei«  is  no  deduc- 
tion. The  statement  of  th«  gentleman  fVom  Ken- 
tucky went  to  show  that  the  Gtovemment,  or  the 
Administration — whichever  it  was — was  deduct- 
ing a  compensation  dearly  below  the  '^int  in- 
tended by  Congraas.  If  the  compensation  of  the 
officer  was  to  ne  deducted  from^  $3,000,  I  sup- 
pose it  would  include  the  entire  compensation, 
his  rations,  servant  hire,  horses,  and  everything; 
whereas,  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  say  that 
the  eompensation  deducted  from  $3,000  is  only  his 
pay  proper  as  an  officer  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  may  be  mistaken  aa  to  the 
allowance  made  by  law  to  this  officer;  and  if  so, 
I  will  most  eheerfblly  correct  it.  I  have  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  he 
rsfers  to  it,  and  by  which  I  find  that  he  receives 
the  full  amonnt  of  pay  allowed  by  the  act,  eight 
dollars  per  day,  and  hia  Army  pay  and  allow- 
ances in  addition.  In  reply  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  PBaanrs,^  I  have  to 
say,  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  disposition  to  do 
Captain  Beauregard  injustice.  If  he  had  heard 
my  remarka,  he  would  recollect  that  I  professed 
onlv  to  have  investicated  critically  the  allowances 
mane  to  Colonel  Ripley,  and  not  those  made  to 
r'aptain  Beauregard.  I  have  no  idea  that  any  of 
these  officers  are  in  receipt  of  one  cent  more  than 
they  are  legally  entitled  to  under  our  miserable 
system  of  taws. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  It  waa  because  I  did  hear 
that  remark,  that  I  desired  the  gentleman  to  for- 
bear remarks  which  would  be  taken  as  statements 
of  facts,  and  not  mere  suggestions. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Certainly  not.  Ihavestaud 
as  facts  nothing  but  what  are  facts,  and  there  are 
enough  actual  existing  abuses  under  the  system 
against  which  I  am  speaking  to  answer  my  pur- 
pose, without  traveling  beyond  what  I  know,  or 
are  proved,  to  be  facts.  But  I  have  spoken  much 
longer  than  I  had  intended,  and,  indeed,  have  not 
much  more  to  say.  Popular  sentiment  is  aroused 
upon  this  subject,  and  the  time  has  come  for  Con- 
gress to  interfere  and  break  op  the  objectionable 
sys'.em.  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  practice  of 
placing  military  men  over  the  citizen  mechanics 
IS  odious  not  only  to  them,  but  to  a  large  majority 
of  other  citiuns.  But  few  mechanica  who  are 
employed  under  military  officera  are  satiaficd  with 
the  practice.  If  all  do  not  complain,  it  is  only 
because  complaint  is  regarded  as  insubordination, 
to  be  met  with  punishment  by  dismissal.  Military 
men  claim  the  right  to  act  in  such  cases  without 
question,  and  there  ia  no  appcid  from  their  decis- 
ion. To  remonstrate  would  be  discontent,  in 
military  language,,  while  in  American  workshops 
it  would  only  be  the  exercise  of  a  civil  right. 

HanMiipa  of  great  enormity  are  put  upon  the 
workmen  at  the  armories,  which  would  not  go 
unredressed  in  dvil  life.  It  is  in  proof  before  the 
committee,  that  at  Harper's  Ferry  the  command- 
ant was  in  the  habit  of  depriving  the  workmen  of 
a  portion  of  their  hard-earned  wages,  in  the  most 
arbitrary  and  cruel  manner.  The  wages  of  piece 
workmen  were  regulated  by  fixed  tarins  of  prices, 
and  the  men  earned  much  or  little,  as  their  industry 
and  capacity  would  enable  them    Bat,  at  the  end 
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of  the  inonUit  when  tinir  work  wm  doDC,  in> 
■pectcd,  and  approved,  if  the  workmen  had,  by 
saperiorakill  and  induetry,  earned  more  than  the 
military  commandant  oonsidered  a  fair  average 
month's  wages,  he  would,  without  reaaoo  or  jua- 
tiee,  deduct  a  portion  from  the  amount.  Thia  ia 
proved  clearly  by  aeveral  reapectabic  witnesaca, 
and  cannot  be  denied.  If  theae  mea  complained, 
l^eir  complaints  met  with  haughtj  diaregard,  or 
were  looked  upon  aa  insubordination.  What  re- 
dreaa  had  the  poor  workmen?  Complaints  were 
idle,  and  only  subjected  the  one  who  made  them 
to  some  greater  act  of  tyranny,  if  such  a  thing 
could  be  perpetrated.  I  n  civil  life,  the  party  no 
treated  by  hia  employer  could  call  to  his  aid  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law,  and  by  that  means  recover 
what  was  honestly  earned  by  him.  But  not  so  at 
the  armories.  He  must  submit  quietly  to  the  in- 
josticc,  or  lose  his  place. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  the  otficera  who 
have  had  command  of  the  armories  have  shown 
such  arbitrary  bearing  and  conduct.  By  no  means. 
There  are  some  exetptiona;  but  for  a  ereaier  part 
of  the  time  theaa  establiahmenta  have  been  under 
the  control  of  the  military  officers,  the  officers  in 
command  have  been  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
towards  the  men  under  them.  The  consequence 
of  all  this  is,  that  the  distatisfaction  has  extended 
itself  outside  of  the  armories,  and  citizens  from  all 
quarters  of  the  Union  are  memorializing  Congress 
to  restore  the  civil  superintendency. 

It  ia  iAe  to  say  that  civilians  of  proper  qualifi- 
cations cannot  be  had  to  fill  these  offices.  I  have 
DO  patience  with  those  who  assert  that  Army 
officers  are  better  qualified  for  these  places  than 
other  men.  The  history  of  the  country,  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Government,  our  own  reason, 
teachea  us  that  ia  not  so.  Then  why  not  yield  to 
what  ia  manifeatly  the  interest  oi  the  Government 
and  the  deaire  of  the  people,  and  fbrbid  their  em- 
ployment in  such  service  for  the  future.'* 

Mr.  KEiTT.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  aek  the  indul- 
(jcnee  of  the  committee  while  I  make  an  explana- 
tion. 1  am  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  to  which  the  question  of  the  Capi- 
tol extension  haa  been  committed;  and  also  on  the 
special  committee  raiaed  for  the  purpoae  of  exam- 
ining into  the  superintendency  of  the  national  ann- 
orita,  the  extension  of  the  Capitol,  the  employment 
of  military  officers  for  the  eonatruction  of  custom- 
houses, and  other  cognate  mattera.  1  believe  that 
the  question  of  the  extension  of  the  Capitol  haa 
been  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds;  but  the  continuous 
aession  of  the  special  committee  for  the  laat  three 
montha,  to  which  I  have  given  attendance,  has 
precluded  me  from  joining  in  the  investigations  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds 
on  the  Capitol  extenaion  question. 


'Note. — The  following  card  appeared  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  Thursday  morning: 

WuaiKSTOK,  Jmu  14,  18M. 

To  THE  Edituii:  Will  you  allow  me  enoogh  of  joor 
space  lo  notic*  an  arsertloD  made  by  Mr.  Btahtok,  In  hli 
•Mcch  to  day,  thsi  I  had  rejected  brlcka  offered  by  Mr. 
Wendell  Ibr  die  Capllol  eztunatno,  nnder  bia  coalraet,  sa 
unfit  for  thai  buildiof,  and  oAprwardi  boniht  ttom  Um  Ibe 
very  aanie  brieka  to  oae  in  Ibe  aqueduct.' 

Whenever  Mr.  SnirmR'a  inlbrroant  iwean  lo  that  aiaie- 
mem,  I  absll  produce  Mr.  Toil,  lite  aworn  Inaprctnr  of  the 
Government,  who  inapecled  and  rq|ecled  Mr.  Wendell 'a 
Bladrnaburc  briclia.  and  who  alao  inapecled  the  briclu 
bought  for  uie  aqnedact,  and  he  will  awear  lo  the  contrary. 

Reapectfully,  M.  C.  MEIC8, 

CaplaiHO/  BHgbi—n. 

In  answer  to  the  above,  I  will  merely  call  atten- 
tion to  the  subjoined  letter  of  Mr.  Wendell  him- 
self, which  fulljr  sustains  main  the  remarks  made, 
to  which  Captain  Meigs,  in  his  card,  takes  excep- 
tion: 

Wasbirotoh,  JinM  IS,  1854. 

Bia:  My  atMndon  bee  been  called  to  a  card  of  Captain 
M.  C.  Meiga,  Snperlniendent  of  Ibe  Caiiilol  eilenalon,  pub- 
llahed  in  Ibe  NaUoaal  InleUlgencer  of  ibia  dale,  which 
would  aeem  lo  make  It  imperative  on  me  to  put  in  writing 
tbe/acia  wbicb  were  verlielly  commanicaiedlo  you  by  me 
aome  abort  time  aince. 

I  aaaerted  that  Captain  Meiga  racelved  ftom  ma  brieka 
barm  at  the  Bladenaburg  yard ;  tiiatanetwarda,  brieka  tmm 
Ibe  aaroa  kiln  were  r^ecled  at  the  Capitol,  and  anbaeqaently 
10  their  reJecUon,  were  purchaaed  by  Captain  Meiga  at  a 
higher  price  than  f  would  bavelieenpaid.andeTmycontract, 
and  ahipped  fhira  the  yard  for  the  atjuedaei. 

I  repeat  theae  aaaertiona.  and  aland  ready,  at  any  mo. 
ment,  to  aubalanliale  ibem  by  teatimony  which  cannot  be 
doubted  in  Ihia  community. 

Very  rea  peetfblly,  yoor  obedient  aervant, 

C.  WENDELL. 
Hon.  B.  H.  8ta*tom,  Hou$*^  RtfT*$ntati»e$. 


ipecial 

has  taken  into  considsration  only  the  question  of 
the  auperinlendency  of  the  national  armories. 
My  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stantox,]  the 
chairman,  haa  made  a  majority  report.  In  a  day 
or  two  I  proj}oae  submitting  a  minority  report 
upon  that  portion  of  the  subject  comroittsd  to  us. 

Astoihcdisaffection  idluded  to  by  thegentleman, 
my  recollection  of  the  tcalimony  is  thia:  Oneortwo 
of  the  witnesses  who  had  been  superintendents 
under  the  civil  system,  but  had  been  diamisscd ,  did 
speak  feelingly  and  enthuaiastically  of  disafiection; 
but  when  we  brought  it  down  to  the  cause,  it  was 
!  ascertained  to  be  this:  the  disaffection  was  because 
the  military  superinteodent  refused  to  have  the 
armorjr  converted  into  a  cabbage  mart  and  pig  sty. 
Yes,  sir,  aa  far  as  I  remember,  tLe  disafiTection  grew 
out  of  the  fact  that  the  country  people  were  not 
allowed  to  sell  milk,  butter,  and  various  other  com- 
modities, to  the  men  during  the  hours  of  work  and 
in  the  armoriea. 

I  do  not  proposs,  however,  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion. I  shall  aubmit  a  minority  report  within  a 
abort  time,  one  almost  entirely  of  faetaond  figures. 
I  intend  that  it  shall  be  a  collation  and  digest  of 
the  laws,  reports  of  varioua  superintendents,  and 
expenses  under  each,  in  the  manufacture  of  arms, 
and  the  number  and  efficiency  of  the  arms  manu- 
factured. Then  the  House  will  decide  between 
the  two  systems. 

As  to  the  other  matters,  I  desire  to  say  that  no 
testimony  has  been  before  our  committee.  It  is 
true  that  answers  were  given  to  questions  pro- 
pounded to  the  Secretary  of  War;  but  beyond 
their  application  to  armories  I  have  not  examined 
them ;  and  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  could 
come  to  the  same  conclusions  that  my  friend  from 
Kentucky  has  come  to.  I  am  here,  sir,  the  par- 
tisan of  no  man,  and  the  blind  advocate  of  no 
Administration.  I  deaire  to  hold  the  scalea  evenly 
and  justly;  wherever  the  Adminiatration  is  right 
I  propose  to  eustain  it;  wherever  it  is  wrong  I 
shall  oppose  it. 

In  this  matter,  aa  in  all  others,  whenever  any 
man  has  been  called  to  diacharge  a  high  public 
trust,  I  will  ttnxA  him  prima  jbeieaa  having  done 
his  duty,  and  hence,  without  aome  reasonable  tes- 
timony, without  facts  properly  authenticated,  I 
will  not  conclude  that  tnePreaident  of  the  United 
States  has  violated  the  law,  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  haa  trampled  down  the  enactmenta  of  thia 
body.  I  mean  to  say,  alao,  these  military  men 
are  not  anxious  to  be  employed  as  they  are.  Major 
Huger,  not  unknown  to  fame  for  his  military  ex- 
ploila  in  Mexico,who  was  the  military  superintend- 
ent at  Harper's  Ferry,  told  me  that  he,  as  well 
as  other  officers,  would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  the 
duties  connected  with  the  auperintendency  of  the 
national  armories,  because  they  had  no  additional 
compensation  allowed  them,  and  had  onerous  du- 
ties to  perform.  I  am  informed,  also,  by  the  highest 
authority,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  will  not 
furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  as  many  military  officers  aa  they 
desire.  These  public  men,  these  men  with  civil 
trusts  confided  to  them,  have,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  made  application  lo  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  an  additional  number  of  offices,  which  he 
haa  been  compelled  to  refuse.  I  desire  to  say, 
also,  in  this  connection,  that  I  cannot  concur  in 
this  idea  of  expelling  military  men  from  connec- 
tion with  the  national  armoriea.  The  Government, 
like  an  individual,  should  have  the  right  to  seek 
everywhere  for  the  best  talent,  and  for  the  beat 
ability  to  carry  out  its  purposes.  Your  armories 
fabricate  the  arms  which  are  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  your  own  soldiers,  when  they  go  to  defend 
the  honor  of  their  country  upon  the  battle-field. 
Committed  to  them  are  the  flag  of  the  country  and 
the  Uvea  of  ita  citizens.  I  only  ask  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  have  the  right  to  do  what  an  individ- 
ual has  the  right  to  do — to  seek  the  best  scientific 
ability  which  it  can  find,  in  order  to  carry  out 
il«  great  purposes.  I  do  not  mean  to  discuss  this 
question  at  this  time.  When  the  question  of  mili- 
tary auperintendency  cornea  up,  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  present  my  views  more  fully  npon  this  subject. 
I  am  unbiased — I  desire  to  discharge  a  public 
duty,  and  I  will  not  prejudge  a  great  question; 
nor  will  I,  where  the  blood  of  the  people,  and  the 
honor  of  our  flag  are  involved,  turn  the  subject 
over  to  the  struggles  of  partiaan  warfare,  or  the 
biddings  of  future  political  gamesters.  When  the 
public  interests  are  at  stake,  I  shall  aflL  no  ques- 


tion about  tke  eompUxioa  of  tka  Adminiaaa- 
tion. 

Mr.  HAYEN.  I  move  that  the  committa*  do 
now  riae. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  roae;  and  the  Speaker  having 
reeumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Onioa 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  conaidcTatiaa 
the  Union  generally,  and  particularly  Hovac  bil 
No.  48,  being  a  bill  *■  making  appropriatiooa  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expcnacs  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1856," 
and  had  come  lo  no  eondusion  thereon. 

MESSAGE  FHOM  THE  SBRATB. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr. 
OicKiM*,  uieir  Secretary,  informing  the  Hoosi 
that  they  had  passed,  without  ameDdmant,  a  fadl 
of  the  Hooss  of  the  followia^  title: 

An  act  f  No.  51)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  sad 
heirs  of  Elijah  Beebe. 

Alao,  that  they  bad  agreed  to  the  amendraent  ef 
the  Houae  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  of  the  House  (No.  311)  ragulatiag  the  pay 
of  deputy  postmasters;  and 

That  tney  had  agreed  to  the  reaolutioD  of  the 
House  providing  for  the  adjoummeot  of  the  two 
Housee,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo;  and  thcreapoB  (at 
twenty-five  minutes  paat  four  o'clock,  p.  n.,) 
the  Houaa  adjourned  antiU  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbcrsdat,  Jime  15, 1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiixiait  H.  MiuKonm. 
The  Jounial  of  yaalerday  was  rsad  and  approTsd. 

CREDENTIALS. 
Mr.  SUMNER  preseoUd  the  eredeotiala  of 
Hon.  Jnuui  Rocxwaix,  appointed  by  ike  Exec- 
utive of  Maaaachusetia  a  Senator  from  that  Siau 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legialaxnrc,  ia  tba 
place  of  Hon.  Edwabo  Evbestt,  rcaigned. 

The  credentiala  were  read,  and  the  oaih  p»- 
scribed  by  law  having  been  aidminialared  to  Mf. 
RocKWEu.,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

PBTITIDIIS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WALKER  praaented  a  memorial  of  rcsi 
denu  of  Calumet  county,  Wisconain,  and  owncn 
of  land  in  the  Stockbridge  reservation,  praying  to 
be  protected  in  their  titles  to  said  land;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afitiis. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  inhabits 
onta  of  Oneida,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing a  reduction  in  the  ratea  of  ocoao  postsge; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  «n  the  Past 
Office  and  Post  Roada. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  the  petilioo  of  P.  C. 
Miles,  a  aoldier  in  the  war  of  1813,  praying  to  ba 
allowed  an  increase  of  pension ;  which  was  la- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Pfnaiona. 

Mr.  PEARCB  preeented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Colonel  John  D.  Thompaon*  kuofCed 
county,  Maryland,  deceased,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed the  commutation  pay  and  bounty  land  is 
which  the  said  Colonel  Tliompaon  waa  entitled  as 
an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution:  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  RevtriatioBary 
Claima. 

Mr.  WELLER  preaented  joint  reaolationa  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  California,  ia  rela- 
tion to  an  appropriation  for  the  remoTiJ  of  tk* 
wreck  of  the  ship  Absrdeen,  in  San  Franciaco 
harbor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  Rutherford  Wontsr, 
of  the  city  of  Sao  Francisco,  California,  and  other 
citizens  of  that  State,  praying  Congresa  to  maka 
an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  wreck  af 
the  ship  Aberdeen,  in  the  harbor  of  San  Fianda- 
co;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  letter  of  J.  C.  FtC- 
mont,  addreesed  to  the  editors  of  ths  National  In- 
telligencer, communicating  some  general  reaalta  of 
a  recent  winter  expedition  acroaa  the  Rocky 
Mountaina  foiLthe  aurvey  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pa- 
cific; which  wtm  referred  to  the  select  coranoUtc* 
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on  the  autgect  of  a  railroad  to  tlie  Pacific,  and  or- 
dered Co  be  primed. 
REPORTS  FROM  A.  STANDING  COMHITTKB. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
•iona,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samael 
Crapin,  praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  peneion, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  waa 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  aame  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Scitaate, 
Maasachusetts,  praying  that  a  pension  may  be 
granted  to  Joetan  Mann,  in  consideration  of  his 
aerviees  as  a  seaman  in  the  Navy  during  the  late 
war  with  Oreat  Britain,  sabmitted  an  adverse  re- 
port thereon,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
HBW  POST  RODTtSt 

Mr.  SLIDEX-L  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  considerations  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rt$olit*d,  That  the  ConiDiiitee  on  the  Fou  Office  aad 
Pom  Boadu  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aMaUlibing  >  poet  route  ftom  Stony  Point  to  William  Al- 
len'e,  io  Livingston  parieh>  Loulaiiina,  from  thence  by  way 
of  Duncan  Blue  and  Bdwsrd  Stampi,  to  SpriagOeld,  in 
•aid  parish  of  Llvinjnton ;  nnd  alsoa  post  route  from  Baton 


Bouse,  by  way  of  Robert  Huston's,  in  Livingston  parish, 

~  elk  post  otBce,  the  Frer  " ""        —    - 

post  onlce,  to  Springfleld. 


CoeUt  post  olBce,  the  French  settlemeDt  and  Bayou  Barlwry 


REBECCA  J.  BIRD8ALI.. 
Mr.  RUSK.  The  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  'was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Rebecca  J.  Birdsall,  have  instructed  me 
to  report  a  joint  resolution  for  her  relief.  I  ask  for 
its  consideration  now  as  it  is  but  a  small  matter 
which  will  involve  no  debate. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  b]r  unanimous  consent,  luid  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Birdsall,  widow  of  Ira 
Birdsall,  deceased,  late  mail  agent  for  the  United 
States,  Uie  balance  of  pay  for  the  current  year's 
service,  to  which  her  late  husband  would  have 
been  entitled  if  he  had  lived. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
TEXAS  DEBT. 
Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom 
were  referred  several  memorials  on  the  stibject, 
and  also  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain creditors  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas,  to 
report  that  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  1  send  to  the  Chair.  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  the  amendment  which  the  committee 
recommends,  in  fact  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill 
referred  to  them,  is  not  such  a  one  as  commands 
mv  entire  approbation,  but  it  was  the  only  bill 
which  the  committee  were  enabled  to  agree  upon, 
and  it,  at  all  events,  furnishes  the  groundwork  for 
•uch  a  bill  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senate, 
and  as  may  do  justice  to  all  the  parttea  concerned. 
WILLIAM  DDER. 
Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  Duar,  to  submit  a  report 
npon  the  cose,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
I  ask  that  the  bill  be  now  put  upon  its  paasage.  1 
think  there  can  be  no  objection  to  It. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  ia  deaigned  to  direct  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  audit,  settle,  and  adjust  an 
account  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  William 
Duer,  while  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the 
port  of  Valparaiso,  in  Chili,  during  the  year  1853, 
in  the  support  and  defense  of  William  N.  Stuart, 
an  Amencan  citizen, arrested  and  arraigned  before 
the  eoarta  of  Chili  upon  a  charge  of  murder,  and 
for  the  traneportation  of  Stuart  to  the  United 
Slates  after  hia  release,  together  with  an  equitable 
advance  upon  the  amount  thus  ascertained  for  the 
naa  of  the  money  during  the  interval. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  words  "  neceaaary  actual,"  before 
the  woi^a  "  expenses,"  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  "  necessary  actual  expenses  in- 
curred." 

Mr.  SLIDELL.    1  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  bill  was  re- 


ported to  the  SeiHite  as  amended,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.  The  report  of  ue  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHIPPEWA  INDIANS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  the  Sen- 
ate, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  for  the 
extinguiahment  of  the  title  of  the  Chippewa  In- 
diana to  the  lands  owned  and  claimed-  by  them  in 
the  Territory  of  Minneaota  and  State  of  Wiscon- 
ain,  and  for  their  domeatication  and  civilization. 

It  proposes  to  aulhorize  the  President  to  cause 
negotiations  to  be  entered  into  with  the  Chippewa 
Indians,  for  the  extinguiahment  of  their  title  to  all 
the  lands  owned  and  claimed  J>y  them  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Minnesota  and  Stats  of  Wisconsin.  The 
treaties  are  to  contain  the  following  provisiona,and 
such  othera  aa  may  be  requiaite  and  proper  to 
carry  them  into  eflfeet: 

First.  Granting  to  each  head  of  a  family  in  fea- 
aimple  a  reservation  of  eighty  acrea  of  land,  to  bt 
aelected  in  the  territory  ceded,  ao  aoon  as  surveys 
shall  be  completed,  by  those  entitled,  which  rea- 
ervalion  shall  be  patented  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  patent  shall  expressly  de- 
clare that  the  lands  shall  not  be  alienated  or  leased 
by  the  reservees,  or  their  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives, until  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress, 
and  no  change  of  location  shall  be  made  vnthout 
the  assent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Second.  The  annuities  to  which  the  Indiana  are 
entitled  under  existing  treaties,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Indians,  together  with  such  as  may  be 
allowed  them  for  the  cession  or  crsaiona  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  shall  be  equally  distributed 
and  paid  them  at  their  villages  or  settlements 
within  the  limits  of  the  ceded  territory;*but'the 
President  shall  be  invested  with  power  to  cause 
the  annuities  to  be  iwmmuted,  from  time  to  time, 
for  such  articles  of  goods,  provisions,  stock,  cattle, 
implements  of  agriculture,  the  clearing  and  fencing 
of  land,  and  the  erection  of  buildinga  and  other 
improvements,  as  in  his  discretion  will  condtice 
most  to  promote  their  comfort,  civilization,  and 
permanent  welfhre. 

Third.  All  the  benefits  and  privileeea  granted 
to  the  Indiana  shall  be axtended  to andenjoyed bv 
the  mixed  bloods  belonging  to  or  connected  with 
the  tribe,  and  who  shall  permanently  feside  on  the 
ceded  lands. 

Fourth.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  and  th« 
Territory  of  Minneaota  ahall  be  extended  over 
the  Chippewa  territory  whenever  it  maybe  ceded, 
and  the  same  ahall  ceaae  to  be  **  Indian  country," 
except  that  the  landh  reserved  to  the  Indians,  or 
other  property  owned  by  them,  shall  be  exempt 
from  taxation  and  execution,  and  that  the  act 
paaseifjune  30,  1834,  "  to  regulate  trade  and 
■  intertwurse  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  &o.,  be  in- 
operative over  the  ceded  territory,  except  the 
twentieth  section ,  which  prohibits  the  introclaction 
and  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  to  IndiaiM. 

Fifth.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  pre- 
scribe and  enforce  such  rules  and  regulations,  not 
inconaiatent  with  the  proviaitma  of  the  bill,  as  he 
friaydeem  necessary  fat  the  effectaal  axaeoti^n  of 
the  purpoaea  of  the  act,  which  rules  and  re^la- 
tibna  shall  be  annually  reported  to  Congress. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  negotiations,  the  sum  off  10,000  is  proposed 
to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committeeon  Indian  Aflaira, 
the  extent  of  territory  which  is  proposed  to  be 
negotiated  for,  or  what  is  the  extent  of  lands 
held  by  these  Indiana.  I  should  alao  like  to  know 
how  much  will  be  retjuired  to  bereaerved  to  them 
by  the  treaty  which  la  thus  authorized,  and  fur- 
ther what  is  the  amount  acquired  by  our  last  nego- 
tiations. I  think  we  acquired  some  lands  from 
them  a  year  or  two  since. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  did  not  hear  distinctly 
the  questions  of  the  honorable  Senator,  but  I  am 
unable  to  state  exactly  the  amount  of  lands  which 
is  now  claimed  bj  the  Chippewa  Indians  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsm  and  in  the  Territory  Of  Min- 
nesota. The  amount  claimed  is  very  large,  em- 
bracing mineral  country  around  Lake  Superior. 
The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  open  to  settlement  the 
country,  which  is  very  valuable  for  its  varied  min- 
eral resources.    The  proposition  doea  not  design 


to  remove  the  Indians  at  all.  The  idea  is  to  obtiun 
the  whole  of  our  national  domain  there,  and  it  is 
very  large.  Perhaps  the  Senators  from  Wiscon- 
sin can  give  more  definite  information  as  to  the 
amount  of  land  owned  by  the  Indians,  and  which 
the  bill  proposes  to  procure  to  be  ceded. 

The  terms  of  the  bill  rlquire  the  President  to 
secure  a  reservation  of  about  eighty  acrea  to  each 
head  of  a  family  upon  the  cedea  territory;  so 
that  there  will  not  be  a  necessity  for  the  removal 
of  any  portion  of  the  tribe,  nor  will  any  expenses 
be  entailed  on  the  Government  in  consequence  of 
the  treaty.  It  secures  to  them  all  that  is  necessary 
for  the  permanent  residence  and  accommodation 
of  the  Indian  population,  and  throws  the  balance 
of  the  country  open  to  settlement. 

I  believe  I  have  now  answered  the  questions  of 
the  Senator  as  far  aa  I  am  able  to  understand  him. 
I  suppose  the  amount  owned  by  the  Indians  ia 
probably  seven  millions  of  acres,  and  io  conse- 
quence of  its  being  secured  by  treaty,  the  whole 
of  it  is  excluded  from  settlement.  It  is  very  desir- 
able that  it  should  be  opened,  for  it  contains  a 
great  many  copper  niinea  around  the  lake.  > 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  have  not  heard  the  bill  read 
distinctly,  but  it  seems  to  me  there  is  something 
unusual  in  it.  I  do  not  recollect  that  we  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  passing  bills,  in  which  ws 
provide  that  the  Executive  shall  open  negotia- 
tions, and  also  stipulate  the  terms  of  those  nego- 
tiations. It  rather  seems  to  me  that  a  legislative 
act  of  that  sort  is  somewhat  an  interference  with 
the  treaty-making  power.  It  also  seems  "to  me 
that  if  we  were  to  paaa  Ibis  bill,  and  the  Execu- 
tive were  to  make  a  treaty  in  conformity  with  its 
provisions,  making  the  stipulations  which  it  con- 
templates, the  Senate  woulo  not  be  bound  to  ratify 
it;  and  if  not,  it  ia  irregular,  and  rather  an  eri- 
croachment  upon  the  Executive  authority  to  indi- 
xate  the  terma  upon  which  treaties  shall  be  made. 
1  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  that  view 
is  incorrect. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  The  Senator  from  Mary- 
land ia  mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  is  without 
precedent.  On  the  contrary  we  have  taked  ths 
initiative  in  treating  with  the  Indians  always  by 
an  act  of  Congress.  We  have  always  had  legis- 
lation directing  the  President  to  open  negotiations. 
Many  of  the  treaties  which  have  been  negotiated 
lately,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  with  the  tribes 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  were  authorized  by  an 
act  of  Congress  two  years  since;  and  all  negoti- 
ations are  entered  into  generally  under  a  law  of 
Congress,  not  conferring  upon  the  President  the 
power,  but  tKrecting  him  to  open  the  negotiation, 
and  providing  the  means  for  carrying  it  on. 

As  to  the  provision  in  the  bill  which  prescribes 
certain  features  which  shall  go  into,  and  form  a 
part  of  the  treaty,  I  would  refer  the  Senator  to  a 
precedent  which  forma  a  very  disjinguished  fea- 
ture in  the  past  Indian  policy  of  this  Qnvernment. 
It  was  the  old  act  of  1830,  passed  during  General 
Jackson's  administration,  by  which  the  President 
was  empowered  to  negotiate,  upon  certain  atipu- 
late4termB,  treaties  with  the  Indians,  which  were 
to  embrace  particular  features.  And  treatleswere, 
to  a  great  extent,  negotiated  between  1830  and 
1836,  in  strict  pureuance  of  the  terms  of  that  law. 
Everything  relating  to  the  Indian  policy,  and  the 
powera  of  the  Executive,  and  the  Senate,  and  of 
Congress,  in  reference  to  these  matters,  was  very 
fully  discussed  at  that  time.  So  fkr,  then,  as  the 
precedent  goes,  that,  sir,  is  fiillas  to  the  propriety 
and  power  of  Congress  to  take  the  initiative  to 
the  extent  which  we  have  propoaed  here. 

Independent  of  the  general  power  or  constitu- 
tional propriety,  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  aCW  prescribing  something  like  uni- 
formity in  Indian  treaties,  wnich  are  to  be  nego- 
tiated hereafter.  If  there  has  been  heretofore,  in 
our  system  of  Indian  policy,  any  evil  unmixed, 
almost,  with  any  good,  it  is  the  great  diversity 
which  has  crept  into  the  Indian  treaties  which  hai>s 
been  n^otiated.  This  bill  proposes  to  rectify,  to 
a  certain  extent,  that  difficulty,  by  prescribing 
certain  fundamental  conditions  which  ahall  form 
a  part  of  every  treaty  to  be  negotiated  hereafter. 
They  are  few  and  aimple,  and  they  do  not  take 
from  the  Executive  the  power  to  introduce  any 
other  provision  which  he  may,  in  his  discration, 
deem  proper  to  adopt.  It  only  preacribea  in  this 
case,  that  the  Indians  shall  not  be  removed  from 
the  territory,  but  shall  be  planted  upon  individual 
proprietary  reservations  which  ahall  be  inalien- 
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AU;  and  it  reserres  to  them  those  rights  which 
are  aaeured  by  former  treaties. 

With  the  solitary  exception  of  that  particular 
provision,  I  believe  there  is  nothing  substantial 
required  by  this  bill  to  be  incorporated  in  the  trea- 
ties, which  is  not  in  other  bills.  It  is  because  we 
desire  some  aniform  policy  for  the  government  of 
our  Exeeotive  in  making  our  treaties,  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  make  it  obligatorv  upon  the 
President  as  die  law  of  the  land  which  he,  as  the 
Executive,  is  no  more  at  liberty  to  disregard  than 
ia  any  other  officer  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  PBARCE.  If  the  precedent  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  has  referred  be  as  he  sup- 
poses, it  is,  of  course,  in  point;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  anything  is  due  to  its  authority  notwithstand- 
ing. It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  altogether  out  of 
the  coippetency  of  Congress  to  prescribe  the 
terms  of  a  treaty,  and  that  is  precisely  what  this 
bill  undertakes  to  do.  It  says  the  President  "  is 
hereby  authorized  to  cause  negodations  to  be  en- 
tered into  with  the  Chippewa  Indians,"  ■■  which 
treaty  shall  contain  ths  following  provisions," 
Ac.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  attempt,  by  legisla- 
tion, to  control  and  mould  a  treaty,  and  to  take, 
in  substance  and  form,  an  authority  which  belongs 
solely  to  the  Executive. 

I  know  it  is  very  common  to  insert  in  appropri- 
ation bins  a  clause  appropriating  money  to  enable 
(he  President  to  carry  on  negotiations,  which  are 
to  result  in  Indian  treaties.  To  that  I  make  no 
manner  of  objection,  but  this  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
departure  from  the  general  principle,  in  spite  of  the 
one  precedent  to  wnich  the  Senator  has  referred, 
and  therefore  a  violation  of  the  constitutional  au- 
thority of  the  Executive  to  make  treaties,  for  the 
bill  provides  the  terms  upon  which  we  propose 
the  treaty  shall  be  made.  As  well  might  Con- 
gress passupon  and  ratify  the  treaties  themselves, 
as  direct  in  advancs  the  provisions  which  shalli( 
form  a  part  of  those  treaties,  and  give  to  them 
their  character. 

This,  therefore,  as  my  friend  firom  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Badoee]  suggests  to  me,  is  introducing 
ths  House  of  Representatives  in  a  new  character, 
to  wit,  the  character  of  a  part  of  the  treaty- 
making  powei-.  They  may  alter  and  amend  tms 
bin,  they  may  strike  out  any  provision  which  is 
put  in  and  insert  another,  and  so  the  treaty  to  be 
made  is  to  be  made  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  is  no  part  of  the  treats-making  power. 
Praetieally  this  may  be  in  itaelf'^of  no  great  im- 
portance, out  it  is  important  that  we  should  adhere 
to  the  forms  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  we 
should  not  undertake  to  do,  by  a  legislative  act, 
that  which  properly  belongs,  and  belongs  solely 
to  the  Executive  authority.  I  think,  therefore,  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  give  my  assent  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER.  I  hope  this  bill  will  be  al- 
lowed to  lie  over  until  to-morrow.  Some  serious 
questions  are  presented  in  it,  as  it  now  stands.  I 
regard  it  as  a  direct  encroachment  upon  the  Ex- 
ecutive i>ower.  It  will  be,  as  the  Senator  has  al- 
ready said,  the  introduction  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives into  the  treaty-making  power.  UTider 
our  form  of  government  that  power  is  vested  ex- 
clusively in  the  Executive  ana  in  the  Senate.  I 
do  not  see  bow  the  President  could  approve  of 
this  act,  because  ^t  is  a  direct  encroachment  on 
the  part  of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  power  vested,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, exclusively  in  the  Executive.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  bill  may 'be  postponed,  at  all  events 
until  lo-morrow;  and  I  make  the  motion  for  the 
postponement  of  its  further  consideration  iintil  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.    I  have  no^bjection  to  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

R«D  RIVXR  RAPT. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  In  the  last  river  and  har- 
bor bill  which  was  passed,  there  vras  a  provision 
nadc  for  the  removal  of  the  Red  river  raft.  At 
a  subsequent  time,  and  during  the  same  Congress, 
on  the  7th  January,  1853,  it  was  thought  that  the 
appropriation  could  be  so  used  as  to  secure  the 
ranoval  of  ths  whole  of  the  raft  for  that  sum,  and 
tlMit  it  could  be  kept  removed  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  application  was  made  to  Congress, 
which  passed  a  Joint  resolution,  which,  as  it  is 
very  short,  I  will  read. 

"  A  rewlDlton  explsnatory  of  tha  act  approprisllng  nraney 
fbr  the  removal  of  the  raft  or  Red  river. 

Rmohtd  ty  tk*  Senate  a^d  H»<ut  of  RtfrtMtDtativa  of 
(A«  VvUM  ataln  of  America  in  Coitfren  oMOmUti,  That 


■omaebortheaetsntilled  "An  seinMklng  spproprtatloni 
Ibr  the  laipfovement  of  oenala  harbon  ao4  rivers,"  ap- 
proved AufUM  tbirlieih,  eifbteea  bandred  and  fifty- two, 
u  relalei  to  Red  river,  be  m  conatrued  ••  u>  aulborlze  Die 
Secretary  of  War  lo  award  Uie  eonatet  for  the  removal  of 
obunictton*  to  tb*  navigation  of  said  river  oeoaeianed  by 
the  raft,  to  tbe  person  or  psrst'os  wlia,  tot  ibe  amount  or 
Ibe  appropriation,  will  agree  to  remove  said  obstructions, 
and  keep  said  aavigatloa  frsa  from  lbs  same  for  tbe  tongesi 
period  of  time ;  said  eoatraci  to  b«  awarded  after  reason- 
able public  notice." 

Thus  the  contract  was  to  ba  given  to  ths  lowest 
bidder  who  would  keep  the  mtvigation  clear  for  the 
loogast  pniod  of  time.  That  resolution  was  ap- 
proved January  7, 1853.  Tha  cMtractwaa  offered 
m  that  way,  but,  aa  it  aubsaquently  turned  out, 
BO  one  would  bid  for  any  contract  to  clear  out  the 
whole  of  that  raft  for  the  amount  appropriated. 
Ths  consequence  is,  that  nothing  ha*  bsen  dons 
with  ths  appropriation.  No  atsp  has  been  taken 
towards  the  removal  of  the  raft,  or  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  at  that  point,  in  accordance 
with  the  provision  in  the  river  and  harbor  bill.  I 
have  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which 
he  says: 

*•  I  woaU  recommend  tbst  Ibe  teraie  of  tbe  exiettng  ap- 
proprtaiioa  Ibr  fte  removal  of  tbe  raft  should  besocbenged 
w  to  enable  Uiis  Depanmeat  to  use  tbe  ftud  in  Ibe  nanaer 
most  coAdudve  to  the  object  for  wbicb  it  was  granted.". 

1  ask  leave  lo  introduce  the  following  joint  res- 
olution. 
A  resolution  relative  to  the  raft  of  Red  river: 

JtsMtesd,  tC;  That  Ibe  joint  resoluUaa,  eotided  "  A 
joint  resolution  explanatory  oTUie  aetanropriaiiBg  noney 
br  tbe  removal  of  the  raftoffted  river,"  apfinved  Jaaoary 
7, 18S3,  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  ihat  tbe  Secretary 
or  the  Depanment  of  War  be  aathoiiied  lo  expend  tbe  ap- 
propriation in  rsftrence  to  the  Bed  river  raft  in  socb  a  way 
and  ibr  such  purpose  as  lie  may  approva,  having  in  view 
the  improTeroeni  of  tbe  navigadoo  of  Red  river  in  and 
around  ibe  said  raft. 

I  ask  the  Senate,  Mr.  Presidsnt,  to  consent  to 
put  the  resolution  upon  its  passage  at  this  tins. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  will  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  ny  friend  from  Arkansas,  as  he  may  be 
ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  in  the  Honee  of  Repre- 
aentatives  a  resolution  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character,  in  relation  to  improvements  in  Albs- 
marle  Sound,  in  which  there  was  a  similar  re- 
striction, now  places  the  appropriation  at  ths 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  To  that 
reaolution  which  is  now  pending  in  the  Houss, 
an  amendment  aomewhat  similar  to  this  has  been 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  haa  been 
reported  lolhe  House,  and  is  now  pending.  Ido 
not  by  any  means  objea  to  the  consideration  of 
this  resolution,  but  I  mention  this  to  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  lest  he  ahould  not  have  perceived 
it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  was  a«are  of  that.  Thia 
appropriation  has  been  tied  np  now  for  some  two 
years  or  upward,  and  the  time  is  not  very  distant 
when  it  must  revert  to  the  Treasury  unles^ome- 
thing  is  done  in  regard  to  it.  What  may  be  the 
effect  of  such  action  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  is  indicated  by  the  Senator,  1  do  not 
know.  I  was  aware  of  the  effort  being  made  there; 
but  I  will  ask  that  this  resolution,  which  is  rec- 
ommended by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  which 
is  so  nseessary  to  any  disposition  whatever  of  sn 
appropriation  that  is  already  in  existence,  bo  pM 
upon  Its  passags. 

Unanimous  consent  was  given  for  the  introdne- 
tion  of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  rsad  twice  by  its 
title,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

No  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  effect  of  this  rssolution 
will  evidently  be  to  leave  the  amount  which  is  to 
be  expended  for  the  improvement  of  Red  river  un- 
limited. The  idea  entertained  at  the  time  the  ap- 
propriation was  made,  was  that  it  would  complete 
the  work.  It  waa  eubsequently  thought  that  it 
was  more  than  enough  to  remove  the  raft,  and 
that  it  would  go  far  to  superinduce  the  contractors 
to  keep  the  raft  out  of  the  river,  and  the  naviga- 
tion clear. 

We  are  now  informed  by  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas,  that  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  mere 
removal  will  not  be  undertaken  for  the  amount  ap- 
propriated. The  reeolution  which  has  been  intro- 
duced proposes  to  ditiembarrass  the  appropriation, 
and  put  it  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  to  authorize  him  to  expend  it  as  he 
may  deem  moet  expedient  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  work  sought  by  the  appropriation.    Then 


we  are  brought  to  a  pretty  certain  knowledge  that 
the  appropriation  will  not  do  the  work;  but  we 
anthonza  n  to  be  expanded  nevelrtbeless.  When 
this,  thso,  is  expended,  more,  of  course,  will  be 
deotoaded.  What  that  amount  may  be,  we  can- 
not now  foresee.  We  are  now  esiablishtng,  how- 
ever, the  theory  that  whatever  it  may  be,  it  shall 
be  appropriated. 

I  make  these  remarks  eimply  that  the  attention 
of  tbe  Senate  may  be  called  to  it.  I  do  not  intcod 
to  make  any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  res- 
olution, if  tnat  he  the  course  which  the  Senate  aee 
fit  to  adopt  in  reference  to  this  work.  I  thiok, 
however,  that  if,  at  the  time  the  appropriation  was 
made,  it  bad  been  proposed  to.  niake  it  towards 
theimprovemeQ|.siinply,  Congress  perhaps  would 
not  have  voted  it.  But  it  waa  with  the  idea,  sad 
in  fact,  under  the  assurance  given  at  the  time  that 
the  amount  would  remove  the  raft,  and  mak*  the 
navigation  of  the  Red  river  practical ,  that  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  My  honorable  friend  from 
Wiaconain ,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  knew  nothiiig  about 
this  thing  whatever  in  the  beginning,  and  Ido  not 
think  he  knows  anything  about  it  in  any  part  of  it. 
In  ths  first  place,  at  tha  beginning,  there  never  was 
heard  such  a  thine  on  the  face  of  the  earth  as  that 
this  amount  would  remove  the  raft.  Tbe  clause 
making  the  appropriation  was  a  port  of  the  river 
and  harbor  bill.  It  waa  made  by  a  mere  Utile  item 
which  was  stuck  into  the  bill,  and  the  gentleman 
never  heard  of  it,  or  if  he  did,  it  floated  acroas 
his  mind  like  some  dream,  and  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  subject.  Afterwardathemembersofthic, 
and  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  from  Arkansas, 
came  forward  and  alleged  in  regard  to  this  worfe— 
and  we  believed,  too,  from  representations  made 
to  us — that  the  whole  raft  could  be  removed  if  we 
would  put  a  restriction  upon  the  appropriation, 
that  we  would  get  men  bound  by  contract  and 
compelled  to  remove  the  whole  ran  for  the  anm  of 

g  100,000,  by  giving  the  contract  to  the  lowest 
idder  who  #ould  Keep  it  open  for  the  longest 
time.  This  came  up  long  after  the  appropriation 
was  made;  and  the  proposition  of  theacDatorfrom 
Wisconsin,  that  the  sum  was  originally  appiopri- 
ated  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  would  remove  the 
whole  raft  is  all  a  sheer  error.  That  is  the  &ct  in 
renrd  to  that. 

Now,  the  alarm  which  the  Senator  exprcves, 
lest  any  appropriation  sfaould*hereafter  be  made 
upon  this  or  a  kindred  subject,  may  be  extended 
to  every  other  appropriation  which  has  been  made. 
If  he  will  BO  extend  it,  I  am  satisfied  thatheshsH 
oppose  this  proposition.  This  has  been  a  feature 
engrafted  upon  every  bill  from  the  beginning, 
which  haa  had  connection  with  the  western  waten. 
Sir,  it  is  a  <act  demonstrated  by  the  Bureau  of  Sub- 
sistence and  another  bureau,  the  name  of  which  I 
.  forget,  that  the  yeariy  expenses  under  our  Wsr 
i  Department  have  been  greater,  ftir  greater,  then 
would  have  removed  that  raft  years  ago,  if  the 
money  had  been  appropriated.  Those  great  ex- 
penses have  been  produced  eatirely  in  consequence 
of  that  single  obstruction  there.  I  allude  ts  the 
expenses- for  the  eupplies  of  the  troops  and  foits 
in  the  Weet,  and  alopg  upon  the  northern  iMMiBd- 
aries  of  Texaa. 

Now,  air,  1  aee  nothing  in  the  world  here  that 
supports  the  view  of  this  matter  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  Wiaconain,  with  the  solitary  excq>- 
tion  that  the  Senatora  from  Arkansas  during  ue 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  the  member  M  the 
I  other  House,  equuly  believed  and  represented 
that  the  whole  raft  could  be  removed  for  the 
amotmt,  and  upon  their  representationa  bad  a  re- 
striction put  upon  the  appropriation.  All  the 
good  which  the  restriction  haa  done — we  believed 
it  would  do  much  good — has  been  eimply  to  pre- 
vent any  expeiuUiure  or  effort  to  make  the  isi- 
Srovement.  It  is  neceesary  that  the  money  which 
as  been  appropriated  should  be  uaed  for  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  originally  designed.  Per- 
haps this  ia  the  only  item  m  the  river  and  harbor 
bill,  which,  in  consequence  of  that  rastrieliDa 
.having  been  put  upon  it,  lies  within  the  power  of 
I  Congress  to  control,  and  some  compunction  may 
act  upon  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  and  lead  them 
to  nay  tliat  they  will  prevent  the  appropriation  of 
this  item;  but  I  beg  them  not  to  o^in  and  aeize 
this  small  item,  the  want  of  which  will  falL  hard 
upon  that  portion  of  tbe  country  for  which  tbe 
improvement  was  to  be  made.  Begin  the  war 
upon  the  whole  bill,  and  do  not  ask  me  and  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I'fSi 


1854. 


TH£  COHGRfiSfflONAL  GLOBD. 


1405 


pMpU  there  to  iowre  the  <ket  tbet  thie  "PPf^ 
priation  ahell  remove  the  whole  raft  forever.  We 
cennot  do  that.  We  can  give  you  no  actual  as- 
surance that  you  would  accept,  which  waa  not 
demanded,  or  executed,  or  deemed  necesaary  at 
the  time  the  original  appropriation  was  made;  and 
I  think  it  is  late  now  to  come  forward  wt4  attempt 
to  put  upon  it  any  restriction  of  that  sort. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  my  friepd  from  Wisconsin 
{ake  ground  like  that  which  he  Iibs  taken,  when  it 
IB  entirely  unauthorized  by  the  fact.  It  falls 
luurdly  upon  some  of  us,  when  we  ask  simply 
that  the  money  which  was  long  since  appropri- 
ated by  Congress  may  be  used  for  the  oojeot  for 
which  it  was  appropriated.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
but  reasonable  tnat  we  should  ask  this.  It  is  out 
of  my  power  entirely  to  see  why  it  is  that  the 
Senator  should  feel  so  great  an  interest  in  this 
matter  jnst  at  this  moment,  when  the  amount  is 
lying  in  the  Treasury,  and  must  Tery  shortly 
revert  to  the  Treasury,  and  so  be  of  no  benj^tat 
all,  unless  this  proposition  be  sgreed  to.  It  is  late 
to  cut  us  off  rroffl  it,  sir;  and  I  hope  my  frimd 
from  Wisconsin  will  net  insist  upon  bis  objection. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  9  the  misfortune  of  the 
whole  of  us,  or  at  least  of  a  large  bortion  of  us, 
that  we  ean  never  say  anything  m  the  iSenale  but 
.we  must  be  replied  to  in  a  manner  that  would  in- 
dicate that  the  persona  replying  had  no  aesse  of 
politeness  themMves. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Mr.  Preaidenl r 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair. )  Docs  the  SenatQr  {torn  Wisconsin  yield 
the  floor? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  like  to  fcply  to  that, 
air.  It  is  not  pieasant  to  me  at  all.  Lectures 
from  him  I  certainly  do  not  like.  Leetnree  upon 
politeness  from  him,  I  think,  are  but  little  called 
.for,  and  I  shall  make  no  reply  to  them. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  waa  going  to  remark,  sir, 
that  I  have  been  charged  with  having  interfere  in 
a  matter  about  which  I  was  ignorant,  and  about 
which — if  the  terms  were  not  used  they  were  im- 
plied—I ought  to  have  kept  my  mouth  shut.  I 
do  not  know,  sir,  but  I  hope  not,  that  ths  language 
was  applied  intentionally  in  <an  offensive  sense; 
but  sucB  remarks  between  geotlemen  entertaining 
the  cordial  relations  that  are  entertained,  as  I  had 
supposed ,  between  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  and 
mvself,  certainly  sound  unpleasant.  However,  I 
will  endeavor  to  satisfy  him  that  I  am  net  so  igno- 
rant of  this  matter  as  be  supposes.    . 

I  remember  this  tiansaotion  perfectly,  and  I 
remember  when  the  bill  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  no  one  cofipented  with  the 
colleague  of  the  Senator  more  emrdially  than  I  did 
in  aceompliahing  what  was  finally  done.  The 
appropriation,  aa  it  came  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, was  for  a  less  amount  than  we  ap- 
propriated; and  upon  the  motion  of  an  honoraue 
Senator  from  Arkansss— I  think  of  one  who  is  not 
now  a  member  of  this  body,  Msjor  Borland — it 
wnsiBereased,and  he  brought  thie  argument  to 
bear  upon  the  Senate,  that  the  amount  included  in 
'the  bit!  would  be  inaufficisntto  complete  the  work, 
that  it  waa  useless  to  make  an  appropriation  of  that 
kind  which  would  but  commence  tne  wodt,  with' 
out  any  certainty  of  completing  it;  for,  saki  he,  it 
is  a  work  of  such  a  ohaiaeter  as  will,  if  it  is  not 
carried  on  to  completion,  immediatdy  lUl  back  to 
its  original  eondition,  and  the  whole  amount  ex- 
pended will  be  lost.  That  was  the  argument  uaed. 
It  struck  me  forcibly.  1  concurred  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  when  he  proposed  to  increase 
the  appropriation.  I  voted  for  it,  and  .  I  bdiave 
there  was  no  question  entertained  but  that  the  ap- 
propriation would  be  euffeient  to  do  the  work.  I 
believe  bide  were  made,  but  were  not  eompKed 
with,  to  do  it.  I  thrah  AHanson  Sweet,- of  Wie- 
oonsin,  a  man  who  is  kncrwn  well  to  myself  and 
my  colleagues,  waa  a  bidder  for  it,  but  for  same 
reason,  because  he  failed  to  give  security,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  the  bid  ftll  through,  and  he  has 
not  prosecuted  the  work.  This  is  my  reoolleetion 
of  the  matter,  and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  it  is 
the  recollection  and  remembrance  of  moat  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  lu'  this  way  the  appro- 
priation was  made. 

It  is  true, as  has  been  remarked  by  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  that  subsequently,  for  fear  this 
matter  might  go,  as  matters  of  a  kindred  nature 
usually  do,  without  limitation— that  is,  fearing 
,  that  the  contract  might  be  let  indefinitely,  under 
which  the  fund  would  bs  expwdad,  «h1  ths  wwrk  I 


not  completed,  the  members  from  Arksnsas  did 
feci  some  solicitude,  and  manifested  it  here  to  put 
a  restriction  upon  it.  But  the  restriction  that  was 
put  upon  it,  at  a  future  day,  limiting  the  letting  of 
the  contract  to  the  person  who  would  keep  the 
river  open  the  greatest  length  of  time,  was  mads, 
as  was  then  exprjeaed,  becauee  it  waa  aupposed 
that  the  fund  was  more  than  sufficient  to  merely 
remove  the  raft  and  open  the  river,  and  that  a 
portion  of  it  mwht  with  propriety  be  assigned  to 
the  business  ofkesping  ths  river  open  and  the 
navigation  clear.  Hence  it  was  that  that  restric- 
tion was  put  upon  the  appropriation. 

But  I  am  r^iad  to  as  if  I  not  only  knew  noth- 
ing about  this  matter,  but  was  making  opposition 
to  it.  Sir,  I  concluded  my  remarks  by  saying 
that  I  made  them  simply  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  4)>e  fact  of  what  I  thought  was  the 
uo4erstanding  at  the  time  the  appropriation  was 
made,  and  I  stated  that  I  should  not  maks  oppo- 
sition to  it.  With  that  remark,  I  concluded  what 
I  said.  1 4>ink  it  is  well  in  all  these  instances, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  such  a  fact, 
and  for  this  reason,  if  this  limitation  is  taken 
off  with  a  full  acknowledgment  of  the  fact,  who 
hereafter,  with  propriety,  can  rise  to  his  feet  and 
resist  a  further  appropriation  to  complete  the 
work }  Now,  it  is  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Senate  that  we  are  taking  off  all  limitation, 
that  we  are  entering  upon  the  execution  of  this 
work,  let  it  cost  wut  it  may;  and  for  one,  I  shall 
stand  by  it,  and  I  shall  demand  that  the  S«Mae 
hereafter  shall  stajod  by  it,  and  that  thsy  shall 
make  an  apptoprintion  sufficient— if  I  ean  enforce 
it— to  complete  the  work.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  miannderstands  me  entirely,  if  he  sup- 
poses that  I  am  oi^Msing  it;  for  there  are  similar 
works  in  that  section  of  the  country  in  which  I 
reside,  where,  after  a  smaUappcopiiation  has  beea 
stade,  and  before  it  haa  b«Mi  renewed,  the  works 
have  bfen  subjected  to  dikpidation,  bias,  and  de- 
cay. But  I  want  the  Senate  to  undcratand  what 
they  are  doing  when  they  make  an  appropriation, 
so  that,  if  w^ow  pass  this  appropriation,  no«ne 
may  hereaft^riae  and  say  that  he  was  ignorant 
of  what  was  the  isndency  .of  remAving-the  limita- 
tion. Let  it  be  removed.  I  say,  with  the  usder- 
stsnding  that  we  are  going  to  complete  the  work; 
and  let  not  Senators  charge  me  fotther,  not  only 
with  knowing  nothing  about  it,  but  with  oppaaing 
the  appropriation,  for  I  am  dMBg  no  such  thing. 
,  Mr.  Ru8K.  This  appropriation,  when  it  was 
originally.^made  in  the  rivwr  and  harbor  bill,  did 
not  contain  the  restriction  requiring  iherirsr  (• 
be  kept  open  any  \»a»h  of  time,  but  subaeqaeMiy 
the  rMslution  which  nas  been  read  by  the  Scnar 
tor  from  Arkansas,  required  not  only  that  ;khe 
raft  should  be  t»ksn  ootrbutithat  the  nvsr  sMilM 
be  kept  open  for  navigation  for  a  certain  lagth 
of  lime.  .  It  was  a  matter  somewhat  nnosrtaia, 
and  under  the  uncertainty  no  one  has  been  fonnd 
to  risk  making  the  coniract  for  |ieO,000.  With 
the  exception  of  those  mentioned  by  the  honorable 
Senator  (root  Louiaiana,  [Mr.  SudblLt]  thia  is 
the  only  appropriation,  I  believe,  in  the  river  and 
harbor  bill,  in  which  any  such  reetrictisn  as  this 
waa  made. 

I  h^  the  Senate  will,  theiefore,  agree  to  this 
resolution,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  sav  thai  he  will  vote  for  it.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  take  off  this  restriction.  ItisamaHsr 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  the  Oovem- 
raent,  as  has  alrsady  been  remarked,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies, 
and  moi«  would  be  saved  in  a  very  abort  tone,  if 
the  raft  were  removed  then  it  woukl  coat  to  remove 
it,  because  it  would  create  a  water  transportation 
which  would  be  several  hundred  miles  nearer  than 
it  con  now  be  made  by  land.  BMidea  this,  there 
is  a  treaty  oblisBtion  with  the  Choctaw  Indians, 
requiring  the  United  States  to  keep  open  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Red  river.  Under  these  eiream- 
stances,  1  hope  this  reetrictiqn,  which  has  worked 
badly,  and  has  not  carrisd  out  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  appropriation,  will  be  taken  off;  and 
that  this  ol^sa  will  be  put  upon  the  same  footing 
as  other  objects. 

Ths  joint  rssolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrasMd  for 
a  third  leading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

UBDTEKANT  MAURY.  . 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
nonilicd  ths  considsmiioD-of  (he  jotnt  raaolndoq 


^  the  consent  of  Congreaa  to  the  acc^itaBce 
ly  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury,  of  the  Navy,  of  a 
gold  medal  fromhisMajesty  the  King  of  Sweden. 
Mr.  PEARCB.  I  dedn  to  submit  an  omeod- 
ment  in  the  fonn  of  a  oubatitute  for  the  reoolutioa, 
which  the  Senator  ftom  California  will  psihaps 
accept. 

£«  it  n—hed,  t'-,  Thsi  Ueatenau  M.  F.  Ifeaqr, erUie 
DoUed  BiatM  Navy,  lie,  and  (w  1*  lienby,  aatboiued  M 
accept  a  ipld  medal  receaily  preiented  to  lilm  by  bis  Ma- 
Jeny  the  Klof  of  Sweden. 

Mr.  OWIN.    I  will  acc«it  that.  . 

The  amendment  was  sgreed  to.  The  joint 
reaolution  waa  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amsnded, 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  the  joint  reso- 
lution was  ordered  to-be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pawied. 

mDIOBNT  INSANE  Bn.L  VETO. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKEfl>  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  a  grant 
of  public  lands  to  the  several  Statee  of  the  Union 
for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane  persons, 
which  had  been  returned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea,  with  hie  objections. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  addreased  the  Senate  in  fhvor 
of  the  bill.    [See  Appendix  for  hie  apeech.] 

Mr.  SEWARD  obtained  the  floor,  and  yielded 
to  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  being  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thdrsdat,  June  15, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  MiutroK. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House'to  allow  me  to  have  disposed  of  bill 
No.  343,  "authorizing  the  purchase  or  conatruc- 
tion  of  four  additional  revenue  cutters,  and  for 
other  purposes, "  which  was  reported  by  the^ora- 
mittee  on  Commerce  early  in  tne  session,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  I  ask  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  that  bill, 
in  order  to  bring  it  beforeWe  House. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  object. 

Mr.  DATIS,  of  Indiana.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  buainesa  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  a  bill,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada,  further 
te  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  and 
modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  piirposes,  passed  March  3,  1851, 
and  the  act  amendatory  thereto,  passed  Auenst 
30,1852." 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  there  be  no  gentleman  here 
desirous  to  address  the  House  on  the  aubject  of 
that  biHi  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  commit  it| 
and  move  theprevious question,  that  the  bill  may 
be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  Yttmeet  the  gen- 
tleman IVom  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  aa  I  wish  to  otkr  an  amendment 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  winingly  yield  the  floor  for  that 
purpose  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  SMlTfl.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Sic.  4.  Jtnd  U  it  fitrtktr  tnatUi,  Tbal  Ibi*  ect  shall 
eontinoe  in  ft>rce  two  yean ;  and  that,  at  the  expiratloo 
of  that  lime,  the  Post  Office  Depaiunent  ahall  be  slwl- 
lahed,  and  tndlvlduab  aod  auoclotlniia  ehall  tteraaftsrbe 
as  free  10  carry  letuta  aa  to  carry  aojnliiat  eUe. 

Mr.  S.  addressed  the  Hooss  at  some  length  in 
fovor  of  his  amendment,  and  against  the  mil  as 
reported  by  the  committee,  and  Uie  proposed  sub- 
stitute therefor. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Not  knowing  thst  I  shoaM 
hsfve  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  opinions 
upon  the  suoject  of  thi*  bill  when  it  came  properly 
before  the  House,  I  availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  the 
other  day  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not, 
therefore,  propose  to  trouble  the  House  with  any 
extended  remarks  now.  I  desire,  however,  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  tery  brief 
period,  while  I  reply  in  two  or  three  words  to 
some  remarks  which  have  faHeik  tnm  the  gentle- 
man who  has  joottakea  bis  atol,  [Mr.  Ahth.] 
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I  rtmarked,  •ome  days  rince,  that  Icnera  eouM 
be  carried  along  the  aea-coast  rrom  one  city  of  the 
Atlantic  coast  to  another,  for  a  penny  apiece,  and 
money  lUadeat  it.  That  remark  I  made  in  reply 
to  wMt  had  been  raid  by  the  chairman  of  the 
CoiMRittee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Poat  Roads, 
[Mr.  Olds,]  charj;lng  the  present  postal  system 
aa  ministering  to  the  cupidity  of  the  East.  But, 
if  I  am  to  be  taken  at  my  word,  and  the  mail  car- 
ried by  express,  I  shall  ask  that  the  arrangement 
shall  be  limited  to  the  fat  of  the  land;  and  that 
they  shall  not  have  to  be  called  upon  to  carry 
letters  and  newspapers  into  the  sparsely  settled 
portions  of  the  country,  where  it  seems  a  rate  of 
two  cents,  or  of  ten  cents  a  letter,  will  not  pay 
the  expenses  of  carrying.  These  letters  wnicfi 
pay  the  cost  of  transportation  so  well  have  nothine 
to  do  with  that  commerce  of  affection  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  so  eloouently 
descants  and  so  beautifully  illustrates.  Tnere  u 
nothing  in  them  but  a  commerce  of  affection  for 
business,  and  the  results  of  that  business.  And 
if  you  deprive  the  West  of  the  protecline  care  of 
the  Government  in  the  transmission  of  their  let- 
ters, you  throw  upon  them  the  burden  of  a  taxa- 
tion much  larger  than  they  are  now  subjected  to, 
and  in  reference  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Olds]  complains. 

But  thegentleman  speaksdisparagingly  of  these 
things,  because  he  saya  in  some  instances  the 
Government  does  not  accomplish  as  much  as  indi- 
viduals could  have  aeeomplimed.  He  also  refers 
to  the  slowness  with  which  the  Government  com- 
pletes its  works  of  improvement,  such  as  railroads, 
canals,  ships,  &e.,  and  then  he  brings  up  the  mail, 
as  if  it  belonged  to  the  earns  category.  Why, 
Mr.  Speaker,  individuals  will  construct  their  own 
railroads,  and  they  will  build  their  own  ships  for 
their  own  convenience,  and  just  as  fast  as  they  are 
able  to  convey  their  own  merchandise  by  railroada 
and  ships,  just  so  fost  will  the  Govemnientconvey 
its  mails  by  the  same  conveyance.  The  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  will  have  all  the  advantages  of 
private  enterprise,  so  far  as  the  rapidity  of  the 
transmission  of  the  mail  is  concerned,  and  this  is, 
therefore,  no  argument  in  favor  of  turning  the 
matter  over  to  individyls. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
takes  the  case  of  one  brother  in  Maswchusetts, 
and  another  in  Nebraska,  and  asserts  that  the 
brother  in  Nebraska  must  pay  more  for  his  cor- 
respondence than  the  one  in  Maasachusetia,  for- 
getting that  our  whole  system  here  is  one  of  com- 
promises, and  that  those  who  do  most  and  have 
moat,  must  maks  sacrifices  to  those  who  do  least 
and  have  least.  And  again,  if  the  work  of  carry- 
ing lettera  is  to  be  abandoned  as  a  public  enter- 
prise, and  left  to  private  enterprise,  sod  the 
brother  in  Nebraska  should  ascertain  that  slave- 
holdera  were  coming  in  there  with  their  slaves, 
and  desired  to  write  to  the  other  brother  to  send 
on  Free- Soil  emigrants,  sir,  there  would  be  time 
enough  to  people  the  territory  with  blacks  before 
a  letter  would  reach  the  brother  in  Massachusetts. 
That  would  be  one  effect  of  adopting  a  system  of 
carrying  the  mail  by  private  enterprise 

But,  sir,  this  system  of  postage  did  not,  aa  the 
gentleman  supposes,  spring  up  from  the  intention 
of  somebody  to  carry  letters  and  newspapen. 
The  very  word  itaelf  shows  that  it  did  not.  Every- 
body knows  that  it  came  from  the'  habit  of  con- 
veying persons  by  post-horaes,  and  private  ways 
and  meana;  and  the  Government  took  the  mat- 
ter into  its  own  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring 
aafety,  as  well  as  expedition,  in  carrying  peraons, 
letters,  aad  papere.  Gentlemen  who  travel, at  the 
present  moment,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Europe,  know  that  Government  providea,  at  the 
<bot  of  every  mountain  poat,  means  of  getting 
•ver— not  exactly  anorting  horses  of  iron,  or 
liorsea  themselves — but  good  stout  yokes  of  oxen, 
to  take  persons,  papera,  trunks,  and  all  public  doc- 
amentsupthe  hill.  They  will  go  down, fortumUe- 
ly,  therosielves  there  aa  well  as  here.  [Laughter.] 

The  management  of  the  post  office  and  the  post- 
age belongs  to 'the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  be 
caiue  it  is  a  ways  and  means  by  which  the  Gov- 
emment  itself  diirecls  its  sovereignty  to  the  uses 
and  eonveaienoea  of  those  who  cannot  derive  all 
the  advantai:es  that  Ihc  thickly  settled  portion  of 
our  country  has.  While  they  do  that,  they  im- 
press upon  it  the  sanctity  of  sovereignty.  They 
E've  it  safety,  and  secure  all  of  rapidity  and  regu- 
rity  that  Uiay  «•«.    Thaaa  ai*  oonsideratioM 


of  which  we  should  never  lose  sight.  As  for 
abolishing  the  Poat  Office  Department,  I  am  not 
aslonishM  at  the  propoaition,  since  I  have  seen 
the  attempts  to  make  it  a  means  of  national  profit. 
Let  it  alone.  Let  it  be  just  as  it  is  now.  Do 
not  let  us  ask  for  this  or  that  condition.  Do 
not  let  ue  talk  anything  about  the  ftankine  priv- 
ilege. I  know  how  popular  it  is  for  memoera  to 
get  up  and  move  ita  abolition.  I  saw  yesterday 
now  every  man  was  ready  to  cry  out  that  if  we 
were  to  lake  a  recess  no  member  should  be  al- 
lowed per  diem  daring  it.  Nobody  wanted,  no- 
body expected  per  diem;^ut  everv  man  wanted 
to  say  that  it  should  not  be  grailtA'  [Laughter.] 
So  now  every  man  who  spends  his  houra  in 
scratching  his  name  on  documenta,  ia  ready  to 
say  that  we  shall  not  have  the  right  of  fhinking. 

I  do  not  object  to  seeing  my  n«me  on  the  cor- 
nera  of  lettera  and  documenta,  and  in  that  way 
going  down  to  posterity.  [Laughter.]  It  may  as 
well  go  in  that  way  aa  any  other.  Every  gentle- 
man knows  that  that  privilege  is  a  tax  upon  our 
time  and  a  larger  tax  upon  our  puraes,  while  it  ia 
a  great  convenience  to  those  who  receive  booka 
and  lettera  from  \i».  And  while  we  lay  before  the 
world  the  results  of  our  labora  and  the  multitude 
of  our  talking,  while  we  people  the  atmoaphere 
with  our  wonis,  and  fill  tne  pigeon  holes  of  our 
correspondents  with  the  records  of  those  words, 
we  are  perhaps  letting  iail  something  for  the  good 
of  those  who  sent  us  here.  1  trust,  therefore,  that 
after  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Poat  Roads  has  excused  the 
bills  which  he  hsa  laid  upon  the  table  as  far  aa  he 
can,  be  will  join  with  me  and  the  rest  of  the 
House  in  efforts  to  postpone  their  consideration 
to  a  day  when  we  can  or  shall  not  be  here  to  de- 
liberate action  upon  them.  I  have  occupied  more 
time  than  I  intended  and  now  lake  my  acat. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Has  any  proposition  been 
made  for  the  disposition  of  this  matter  otlier  than 
by  considering  the  bill  and  substitute  upon  their 
menu? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  deanre  that  the  House  ahould 
take  a  vote  on  the  bill.  * 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  propose  to  oeeupy 
more  than  two  or  three  minutes  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  unless  soma  gentleman  shall  desire  to 
make  an  explanation  in  reference  to  what  I  am 
about  to  aay,  whilst  I  retain  the  floor.  From 
what  I  said  the  other  day  the  House  is  aware  that, 
in  my  judgment,  the  rates  of  poelage  ought  not  to 
be  increased;  on  the  contrary,  if  a  change  is  to  be 
made,  it  would  better  comport  with  the  spirit  of 
proper  legislation  to  reduce  toe  rates.  Th^twoukl 
be  more  acceptable  to  me.  Aa  I  underatand  the 
bit^nd  substitute  now  before  us,  and  if  1  am 
wiMg,  my  friend,  the  ehairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Poat  Office  and  Poat  Roads,  will  correct  me, 
th*  original  bill  proposes  an  increase  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  while  the  substitute  providea  for  pre- 
payment in  all  eaaes,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
iraaking  privilege.  My  friend  nods  asssnt,  so  I 
shall  aaaume  that  aa  the  main  differenoe  between 
the  two  propoeitions. 

That  oeine  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  under  the 
impreasion  that  the  House  had  better  refiiae  to 
pass  either  of  these  bills.  No  great  goad  will 
come  of  the  passage  of  either.  Prom  every- 
thing I  have  seen  and  heard  upon  the  aubjeet,  I 
think  it  will  be  quite  as  well  to  leave  the  sabjsct 
precisely  where  it  ia.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it 
wouU  be  better  to  adopt  the  substitute  than  paaa 
the  original  bill,  aa  the  substitute  does  not  pro- 
pose to  increase  the  rates  of  poatage.  It  atcers 
entirely  clear  of  the  question  of  compensation  of 
poatmastera,  about  which  my  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  OldsJ  and  myaelf  had  a  diaeossion  the  othsr 
say,  but  the  original  bill  would  (H>en  up  Ihatquea- 
tion  again.  In  reference  to  the  franking  privilege 
ndsed  by  the  aubatitute,  I  think  the  substiiiite 
does  not  change  the  existing  slate  of  thinga.  Let 
me  aay  to  the  House,  in  this  regard ,  that  the  aubati- 
tute proposes  simply,  that  an  account  shall  be  kept, 
and  when  membera  shall  aend  their  doedmenia  and 
lettera  free,  that  they  ahall  be  charged  over  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  and  paid  in 
that  way.  T^ey  go  free  now,  without  any  charge 
or  any  aoeount  being  kept,  and  the  propoaed  new 
system  will  only  create  the  necessity  ot  new  ma- 
chinery and  new  clerks,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  accounts.  The  same  documenta  and 
lettera  will  continue  to  be  transmitted,  and  iheex- 
penae  paid  out  of  the  Treaaaiy,  as  if  th«  ehaifa 


were  net  made.  The  keeping  of  aeeonnta  wiH 
not  decrease  the  expenae  of  transportation,  and 
the  new  clerka  required  will  therefore  be  a  dead 
loss.  Sir,  if  we  meddle  with  the  franking  privi- 
lege at  all,  I  submit  we  had  better  abolish  it  alto- 
gether, and  leave  every  member,  aa  well  aa  ennatit- 
uent,  to  pay  their  own  poalage.  I  am,  however, 
contented  to  leave  that  subject  where  it  now  ia. 

One  word  further  upon  the  subject  of  increase 
of  poataee  provided  for  in  this  original  bill.  1 
find,  by  looking  at  table  D.  in  the  documenta  ac- 
companying the  Preaident's  messsge  for  this  year, 
volume  three,  at  page  830,  that  tha  revenoea  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  are  deficient  about  two 
millions  of  dollara.  I  wiah  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Houae  to  thia  table,  not  for  any  acctional 
purpoae,  but  for  the  purpoae  of  placing  myadf 
and  aome  of  my  friends  from  the  Slate  of  New 
York  right  with  gentlemen  from  the  Sooth,  in 
voting  against  an  inereaae  of  poatage.  Sir,  it  ap- 
peara  from  thia  table,  carefully  prepared  by  the 
Poatmaater  General,  that  that  deficiency  ariaea 
altogether  from  the  condition  of  things  in  the  States 
and  Territoriea  south  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
excluding  the  State  of  Louiaiana.  There  ia  col- 
lected in  the  State  of  Louiaiana  poalages  to  the 
amount  of  $1S)8,170  18;  and  there  ia  paid  out  for 
iranaportation  of  the  maila  in  that  State  f93,885  9. 
The  General  Government  eolleeta  more  money  for 
poatagea  in  that  State  than  it  paya  out  for  traiw- 
porlation  of  awila  and  in  conducting  all  ila  pattai 
operations  there,  by  |37,749  45. 

Take  my  own  StaU,  the  Stale  of  New  York. 
According  to  this  table,  the  General  Govemmcat 
eollecu  in  that  Sute,  for  poatagea,  f  1,175316  06; 
whilst  ahe  pays  out  for  transportation  oif  mails 
and  all  her  other  postal  operationa  there,  only 
1455,019  76;  so  that  this  Government  collected 
out  of  my  own  Stale,  for  postages  laat  year, 
|T20,496  90  more  than  ahe  expendwi  in  the  whole 
maifand  poat  oAea  asrviea  there. 

I  ask  the  House  to  look  at  that,  Mr.  Speaker — 
f 720,496  30 !  Nearly  three  quartan  of  a  million  of 
dollara  of  poatage  ie  eolleetad  in  New  York  be- 
yond what  ia  expended  there,  asd  yet  there  ia  a 
defioieney  in  the  revenuea  of  the  Poat  Office  De- 
partment of  over  JQ.OOO.OOO.  Where  does  that 
deficiency  ooeur?  What  part  of  the  Union  foilats 
pay  ita  poat  office  expenaes  i  That  ia  a  pertiasot 
qusslion  now,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  eutementa  in  the  table 
read  by  the-gentleman  from  New  York  will  aol 
be  controverted,  but  I  desira  to  remind  hira,  that 
a  great  deal  of  the  raven  ue  collected  from  postage 
is  derived  fVom  Alabama,  Miaaiaaippi,  Sooth  Cv- 
olina,and  other  States,  through  which  the  thnmek 
mails  paaa.  A  large  portion  of  the  expenae  wr 
the  tranaportion  of  the  mail  from  New  York  te 
New  Orieans  ia  charged  to  the  States  of  AlabanH^ 
Georgia,  and  South  Carolina,  while  the  revcBaes 
are  collected  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  line  is 
New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Louiaiana.  Tbeae 
trunka  of  mail  Iranaportation,  theae  great  through 
lines,  which  cost  the  laige  aiaoanta  of  money. 
The  tranaporlation  of  the  maila  by  theae  lines  ir 
charged  to  the  Statee  through  which  they  pao, 
while  the  revenue  derived  firom  their  aerrke  shows 
itself  as  collected  in  other  Statea.  And,  therefore, 
itis  desirable  that  the  Houae  ahould  look  into  thia, 
and  do  juatice  to  thoae  States  in  which  the  expead- 
iture  is  larger  (han  the  revenue  received. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  aoggtaiioB 
ofthegentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  HoniTea]is 
a  very  proper  one,  and  seems  to  have  been  takea 
notice  of,  to  aome  extent,  by  the  Poatmaater  Uea- 
eral  in  arriving  at  the  reaalta  which  I  have  be«a 
stating.  Sir,  the  Postmaster  General  made  ap 
the  table  from  which  I  have  been  reading.  It  m 
not  an  eatiroate  of  my  own.  He  dia^ea  the 
amount  paid  for  tranaportalion  within  the  Bmils 
of  each  state,  and  aels  down  here  the  amoont  ef 
poatage  received  within  the  linuts  of  each  Stale. 
Now,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  snggcata  thti 
the  poe^ge  is  collected  at  the  ends  of  the  laigc 
linea.  WidI,  sir,  these  lines,  of  course,  baTC  two 
ends.  Those  he  speaks  of  have  a  aoathem  end 
aa  well  aa  a  northern  one.  How  doea  it  happea 
pn  his  hypothesis,  that  the  southern  end  doea  aol 
oay  aa  welt  as  the  northern  one?  Sir,  it  is  at  the 
northern  end  that  you  ooileet  these  large  revenue*; 
but  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  im  atream  of 
revenue  is  quit*  aa  laise,  nay,  larger,  upon  the 
linea  that  run  west  and  northwest,  a*  it  w  upon . 
thoae  UtaLraa  north  and  •outh. 
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The  |eaUeniBD  conpUunt  that  w«  make  a  better 
•how  of  revenue  at  the  North,  became  we  there 
pay,  and  this  Qovernm'ent  there  receives  the  poet- 
agea  ehargad  upon  the  letters  written  in  the  South, 
in  his  State  and  in  his  section  of  coantry.  Why, 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  very  thing  1  am  contending  for, 
the  very  point  of  my  objection  to  increasing  the 
rate  of  poBtaee  isi'tbat  the  men,  or  the  section 
which  pays  the  postage,  ought  not  to  be  charged 
with  increased  rates.  What  I  say  is,  that  we  pay 
the  great  bulk  of  the  postages;  and  the  gentleman 
contends  it  is  a  perfect  answer  to  that  for  him  to 
reply;  true,  you  pay  it,  but  we  of  the  South  write 
and  send  you  the  letters,  on  which  you  pay  it. 
Now,  sir,  I  grant  you  that  is  so;  but  still  it  is  the 
money  of  the  men  at  the  north  end  of  the  line  that 
pays  It.  If  the  gentleman's  hypothesis  is  correct, 
let  bnn  and  his  constituents  pay  their  own  post- 
age on  their  own  letters,  and  if  they  do  as  much 
bosiness  as  we,  the  next  table  will  show  a  much 
better  state  of  rerenae  at  the  south  end. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Mew  York  permit  me  to  make  a  remark  here? 

Mr.  HAVEN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gendeman  from  New 
York  has  jost  shown,  by  his  own  statement,  that 
the  State  of  Louisiana  oollecta  a  large  excess  of 
revenue  from  postage  beyond  her  expenditure  for 
(he  mail  service  in  uat  State.  And  so  his  reply 
to  me  is  not  correctly  to  the  point,  taking  his  own 
text  for  it.  The  two  ends  yield  a  larger  amount 
«f  revenue  than  the  cost  of  expenditure,  even 
looking  at  that  statement.  I  do  not  know  what 
amount  may  be  taken  off  by  the  way  passage. 
And  that  statement  doesQOt  show  that  New  York 
pays  the  posian  at  bothends  of  transportation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  cannot  know- 
ingly be  led  to  do  injustice  to  my  friend  from  Al- 
abama. This  is  a  business  matter,  and  I  am 
■triving  only  for  what  f  deem  to  be  right;  hot  if  I 
bad  any  inclination  to  do  my  friend  injustice,  I 
•hoaM  fail  in  it;  for  he  is  one  of  that  class  of  men 
who  always  lakes  care  to  demand  his  rights  as 
w*0o  along. 

What  he  asserts  in  reference  to  Louisiana  will 
not  save  him.  Sir,  the  whole  amount  of  post  of- 
fice revenues  in  Louisiana  forms  too  light  afound- 
ation  to  sustain  so  heavy  a  superstructure  of  ar- 
gument as  he  seeks  to  load  upon  it.  The  entire 
post  office  revenues  of  that  State  amount  to  only 
ilSS.lTO  IQ.  True,  as  my  friend  says,  this  is 
f37,749  45  more  than  is  paid  out  in  that  State  for 
the  mail  and  post  office  service  there;  but,  sir, 
this  is  the  only  exception.  It  is  a  solitary  case, 
standing  ami(ht  all  the  southern  Slates,  and  the 
amount  of  excess,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  quite  in- 
eonsiderable.  Why,  sir,  contrast  it  with  New 
York — the  north  end  of  the  line  where  men  pay 
postage  on  letters  which  they  send  as  well  as  on 
those  they  receive — where,  in  other  words,  they 
pay  their  own  postage.  There  alone,  sir,  three 
qnarters  of  a  million  of  excess  is  paid,  which  goes 
to  give  mail  facilities  to  the  South;  and  after  that 
is  exhausted,  the  gentleman's  end  of  the  line  de- 
mands 13,000,000  more  from  the  Treasury  to  ex- 
tinguish the  deficiencies  accruing  there. 

fbeg  to  repeat,  sir,  that  I  do  not  refer  to  this  in 
any  unkind  spirit,  or  to  excite  any  sectional  feel- 
ing. I  mentian  it  as  a  fact  disclosed  by  this  table 
before  me,  and  from  which  I  have  resd.  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  rates  of  postaee  be  increased 
■o  as  to  make  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment pay  the  expenses  of  the  transportation 
of  the  mails,  it  will  be  a  lax  simply  of  over 

f  3,000,000  upon  the  northern  and  New  England 
tales.  Yes,  sir,  much  more  than  $2,000,000, 
because,  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  regu- 
late the  pay  of  deputy  postmasters,  which  the 
fentleman  from  Ohio  and  I  were  talking  about  a 
ay  or  two  since,  from  thirty  to  seventy  per  cent. 
of  the  money  collected  will  go  into  the  pockets  of 
the  deputy  postmasters.  Supposing  yoii  put  the 
•vetaga  compcnaation  of  the  deputy  poatmastsrs 
at  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  increased  rates,  yon  wiU 
■ee  that,  to  raise  |3,000,000  to  pay  the  deficieney, 

Jou  will  have  to  add  11,000,000  more  to  pay  the 
eputy  postmasters  their  commissions, 
_  Sir,  this  ts  a  bad  business  in  whatever  light  it  is 
viewed,  and  I  hope  this  increase  of  the  rate  of 

Eiostags  will  be  avoided.  The  proper  way,  in  my 
ud^ment,  is  to  pay  whatever  deficiency  there  may 
le  m  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
out  of  the  general  Treasury.  There  is  no  reason 
why  gentlemen  sbpuld  insist  upon  making  this 


Department  a  self-sustaining  one  which  would  not 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  Army,  the  Navy, 
the  Judiciary,  or  to  our  foreign  rebtions.  The 
moneys  in  the  general  Treasury  belong  equally  to 
the  whole  country,  if,  after  a  faithful  and  eco- 
nomical administration  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, there  ia  a  deficiency  of  (^,000,000,  no  mat- 
ter whether  that  deficiency  arises  in  one  section  or 
another,  is  it  not  fair  to  pay  it  from  the  general 
fund  ?  But  where  it  is  obvious  that  defiuencies 
occur  intheSouth,lsit  not  fair  in  the  North  to  con- 
sent to  pay  out  of  the  general  Treasury,  and  not 
ask  to  make  it  a  sectional  charge,  or  to  withhold 
from  the  South  those  facililirs  mr  which  her  rev- 
enues are  insufficient  to  pay  i  By  raising  the  rate 
of  postage,  you  charge  it,  to  a  great,  and  a  very 
unfair  exieni,  upon  the  North — the  poelage  pay- 
ing end  of  the  line  of  my  friend  from  Alabama. 

I  appeal  to  gentlemen  of  the  South,  1  ask  them 
if  it  IS  right?  I  believe  they  will  not  impose  it 
upon  us.  I  am  sure,  if  the  case  was  reversed,  I 
would  not  think  of  imposing  it  upon  them. 

The  North  does  not'ask  that  her  surplus  post- 
age revenues  shall  be  paid  into  the  general  Treas- 
ury, or  that  she  shall  be  relieved  from  paying 
them,  and  the  South  be  taxed  to  make  up  iis  own 
deficiencies.  No,  sir;  the  North  is  wiUtog  to  con- 
tinue to  pay  these  large  surpluses,  ovecand  above 
the  cost  of  her  own  focilities,  and  apply  such  sur- 
plus.to  the  deficiencies  of  the  Soukh,  and  then  the 
North  only  requires  that  the  balance  of  southern 
deficiencies  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  Treas- 
ury, and  not  by  a  further  increase  of  postage, 
which  the  table  before  me  shows  so  clearly  that 
the  North  must  pay. 

Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  observe  by  this  table, 
that  northern  Territories,  as  well  as  northern 
Slates,  yield  more  revenue  to  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment than  the  transportation  of  her  mail  costs. 
The  States  which  do  not  pay,  that  is,  whose  post- 
age receipts  do  not  pay,  the  cost  of  mail  transpor- 
tations, are  MarylaKd,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Texas,  Kentucky,  Arkansas,  CaTifornia, 
Tennessee,  and  Missouri;  and  Michigan  and  Illi- 
nois are  exceptions  amongst  the  northern  and 
western  States  which  pay. 

There  is  collected  in  Michigan,  of  postages, 
#96,757  19,  and  paid.outin  her  limits,  |136,260  14. 
And  in  Illinois  there  i#coIlected,  il75,346  83,  and 
paid  out  1181,611  19. 

Mr.  TA  YLOR,  of  Ohio.    Hpw  is  it  with  Ohio? 

Mr,  HAVEN.  Ohio  yields  |37S,7S9  73,  and 
there  is  paid  out  in  her  limiu  *363,183  37.  The 
Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Olah,  and  Oregon, 
are  deficient  according  to  this  table. 

In  strict  justice,  t/h.  Speaker,  to  my  flriends  of 
the  South,  and  gentlemen  from  other  seelions, 
who  wsre  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  Nebraska 
and  Elansas  bill,  I  ought  to  stale,  that  it  appears 
from  this  table,  that  the  Territory  of  Nebraska 
yields  #520  18  postage,  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  is  any  charge  for  tranaportation  there 
whatever.  She,  the  Afore,  is  to  be  classed  with 
the  States  which  pay.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  VANSANT.  The  honorable  gentleman 
is  right  in  bis  statements,  except  upon  one  point, 
and  that  is  this:  that  the  State  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  the  route  is  located  is  charged  with  the  ex- 
penses of  transportation.  For  instance,  Mary- 
land Is  set  down  in  that  table  as  one  in  which 
there  is  a  deficiency.  Well,  now,  Maryland  is 
chained  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from 
Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  while  more  th^n  one  half 
of  the  route  is  in  Virginia.  She  is  charged  for 
transporting  the  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Philadel- 

Shia,  while  but  one  half  of  that  route  is  in  the 
late  of  Maryland.  She  is  charged,  also,  with 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  ^Itimore  to 
Harrisburg,  while  but  one  half  of  that  route  ia  in 
the  State  of  Maryland.  She  is  also  charged  with 
Iba  transportation  of  th|  mail  from  Baltimore  to 
Washington,  while  five  miles  of  that  route  Is 
within  this  District  of  Columbia^  I  cite  this 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  state- 
ments are  not  unerring. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  slates  the  case  as  he  under- 
stands it,  and,  for  ought  I  know,  he  has  stated  it 
according  to  the  facts.  But  this  statement  is  not 
warranted  by  the  table  before  me,  and  it  is  not 
sustained  by  the  allegatioos  of  the  Postmaster 
General;  besides,  sir,  if  he  be  correct,  it  would 
leave  Virginia  in  a  plight  still  worse  than  the  table 


shows  her;  for  the  gentleman  claims  that  Mary- 
land is  now  charged,  in  the  table,  with  a  portion  of 
what  Virginia  ought  to  bear.  1  have  looked  at 
this  table  carefully,  and  1  would  not  apeak  upon 
the  subject  without  the  documents  before  mej 
because,  upon  a  subject  which  looks  to  different 
sections  of  the  country,  or  to  different  Stales,  and 
contrasts  them  with  outer  sections  and  other  States, 
I  never  speak  in  this  House,  except  very  reluet- 
antly,aiid  upon  theauthority  of  official  documents 
or  good  vouchers.  The  table  which  I  have  befor* 
me  shows  the  amount  actually  paid,  for  carrying 
the  mails,  by  States  and  Territories,  and  the 
amount  of  postage  collected  in  the  same;  and  it 
may  be  true  that  in  some  instances  routes  which 
run  into  other  States  are  charged  to  one  State. 
Yet  that  thing  regulates  itself,  for  the  oonvsrse  of 
that  proposition  is  etiually  true  to  about  the  same 
degree;  and  if  it  would  not  balance  itself,  it  would 
be  only  a  small  disturbing  force  in  the  table,  ia 
that  particular. 

That  part  of  the  table  which  relates  to  the  state- 
menta  I  have  been  making,  reads  as  follows: 
D. 

The  rollowinf  table  iihnwi  the  sinounte  aetaally  cnMtei 
tot  ihe  trsnipaiuiioii  of  mhiii  by  8isiev  and  Teirllories, 
end  Itae  amouat  of  poxage*  eolleeted  in  tiw  nme : 

THat  foitattt 
State  aad  TarUorim.  ctUtcttiC     TrmufortaUon, 

Maine alSS.IM  94  a»a,767  88 

New  Haroiwiare 81,7U3  S3  31,999  45 

Vennont 78,638  88  69,478  85 

MaMaohuaelta '453,966  86  139,117  13 

Rliodelalaad 47,377  79  19,139  79 

ConnecUcul 146,364  50  64.173  13 

New  York  1,175,516  06  45S,0I9  76 

neliiware 16,310  71  9,413  00 

NcwJeraey 89,074  17  74,139  55 

Pennaylvaaia 468,308  30  338,019  6» 

Maryland 153,158  11  191,686  30 

DIotrietorOolamMs 3)JBSa  t9 

Viriinia 183,479  19  313,994  79 

NonhCaroHna 60,75151  175^10  59 

South  Carolins » 985  75  137,169  19 

Georaia 143,800  14  315,938  78 

Florida 16,878  A  38,66199 

Alabama 96,09185  178,543  35 

MiMiaMppi 73,108  91  115,994  99 

Texoa : 47,164  46  139,369  19 

Kentucky .119,549  60  139,038  15 

UieUfSn 96,757  19  136,960  14 

Wifconain 73,570  83  46,606  00 

Loolaiana 1SH,I70  18  90,490  73 

Tenneaaee '     85,70110  99,885  99 

Minaouri 98,78183  140,454  41 

UUnma 175,346  83  161,61119 

Ohio 37S,7S9  73  363,189  37 

Indiana 137,339  43  109,309  96 

Arkanaaa 35,105  89  90,859  15 

Iowa 40,980  99  SOrVS  89 

Calironia 133,153  00  174,943  09 

Oregon  Territory 9,797  35  47,688  16 

Minnnota  Trrrtlory 3,539  66  3,386  38 

New  Mexico  Territory 517  13  19,647  99 

UiahTeiThory 959  66  3,969  79 

Nebraxka  Terriury S30  IB 

Waitaington  Terriloty 536  89 

»5,084,464  57      »4,)99,951  68 

I  have  read,  Mr.  Chairman,  so  much  only  of  ths 
table  as  bears  upon  the  question  I  have  been  con- 
sidering. I  may  add,  that  from  thepreceding  part 
of  the  Postmaster  General's  report,  it  appears  that 
the  aceoratc  and  'entire  deficiency  in  the  revenue* 
of  the  Department  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  including 
the  operations  of  the  Department  in  this  city,  is 
13,043,031  89. 

I  have  made  these  suggsstions,  sir,  to  give  a 
glance  only  of  this  view  ofthe  case,  and  to  prevent 
any  one  from  understanding  from  what  took  place 
the  other  day  between  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Olds]  and  myself,  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
either  of  these  bills.  What  was  said  then  waa  in 
kindness  on  his  port,  1  belisve,  and  certainly  it 
was  in  perfect  kindnsts  on  mine. 

We  had  best  not  sanetion  either  of  these  bills; 
it  ia  unnecMsory  and  dangerous  legislation.  I 
caqnot  give  it  the  sanction  of  my  judgment.  I  am 
very  dear  in  my  convictions  against  the  original 
bill;  OS  to  the  substitute,  I  regard  it  as  a  much  leaa 
evil.  The  gentleman  may  explain  it,  so  that  it 
may  receive  my  approval.  If  the  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege  is  its  only  advantage,  the  new 
mode  it  proposes  docs  not  show  ben^ta  enough 
to  pay  for  the  trouble  of  considsring  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  to  allow  mail  matters  sent 
by  members  of  Congress  still  to  gjo  free  through 
the  mail  so  far  as  they  are  concerned ,  but  to  charge 
the  postsge  to  the  contingent  funds  of  the  two 
Houses,  would  be  but  making  the  whole  matter 
more  complex,  require  mora  clerks  to  attend  to  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


146$ 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBB. 


June  15. 


witlurat  Bccompliahine  any  praetical  result.  For 
this  reason  ana  for  otnera  wnieh  have  been  urged 
by  other  gentleman,  and  which  I  will  not  trouble 
the  HooM  by  repeatinr,!  think  it  will  not  be 
worth  while  to  diat(n4>  the  exiatinf  laws  upon  tha 
■ubiect.  I  shall,  therefore,  as  at  present  advised, 
withhold  my  support  both  from  the  bill  and  the 
safastituta,  aind  at  a  proper  time  I  shall  move  to 
lay  both  upon  the  table,  unleaa  diacussion  shall 
riliow  me  some  Tirtue  in  them  that  I  have  so  far 
fiuled  to  perceive. 

Mr.  OJLiDS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
make  that  motion  until  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  reply  to  the  objections  which  have  been  uigcd 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Very  weU,  I  will  not  make  the 
motion  now. 

Mr.  CX>BB.  I  think  the  House  are  very  well 
aatisfied  with  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place 
upon  tbia  bill,  and  I  therefore  more  the  previous 
question  upon  it. 

Mr.  HODSTON.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired } 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  expired. 

Mr.  OLDS,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow 
the  question  to  be  taJien  upon  aecondiog  the  de- 
mand for  the  previouB  question. 

My.  HOUSTON.    I  will,  certainly. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  demand  tellers  en  the  second. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs  Camfbbll 
and  Orr  were  appointed.  • 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  received  a  second,  the  tellers  having 
reported — ayes  seventy-five,  noes  not  counted. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

[Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Comraitleeon  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported,  as  correctly  enrolled,  bills  of  the 
following  titles;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker: 

H.  R.  No.  57.  An  act  regulating  the  pay  of 
deputy  postmasters. 

H.  R.  No.  311.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Ellijah  Beebe.} 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  morning  Hour  has  ex- 
pired, ami  as  the  bill  now  under  consideration  is  in 
a  condition  that  it  will  come  up  for  action  as  the 
first  business  in  order  to-morrow,  during  the 
morning  hour,  I  would  like  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  now  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  consider  the- civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  We  may  as  well  yield  to  the 
aog^evtion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  desires  to  reply  to  what  has  been  said 
on  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  th«  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  OLDS.    Let  me  have  my  hour  fint. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tht  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houiton]  takes  pre- 
cedence of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Skblton.] 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hooaroit'i 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Orr  in  the  chair.) 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  at  its  last 
session  had  under  consideration  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill  The  time  has  arrived 
for  the  termination  of  general  debate,  under  the 
order  of  the  Rouse.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  HooiTOM,]  who  reported  the  bill,  ia 
entitled  under  the  rale  to  address  the  committee 
for  an  hoar. 

Mr.HOUBTON.  _ I twould  be  impossible,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  explain,  within  the  space  of  an 
hour,  the  very  large  number  of  propositions  of 
appropriations  embraced  in  the  bin.  Even  were 
it  possible,  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  is  necessary  I 
riiould  do  BO.  The  bill  provides  for  usual  appro- 
priations authorized  and  required  by  law  to  carry 
on  the  civil  departments  of  the  Qovemment. 
There  is  nothing  unusual  in  it.  I  shall  explain 
the  amendments  which  I  am  instructed  by  ths 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  sttbiikn  «*  I 


present  them.    Waiving  my  right  to  address  the 
committee,  with  a  view  to  save  time,  I  now  call 
for  the  reading  of  the  bill  for  amendments. 
The  Clerk  -then  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  by 


paragraphs,  for  amendment. 
Mr. HOUSTON    At 


';; 


typographical  error  occurs 
in  line  sixteen,  page  two.  In  order  to  correct  It, 
I  move  to  strike  out  of  the  clause  which  reads 
as  follows: 

For  compenradon  of  the  oAcera  and  clerk*  of  both 
Houses  ofConiiiw,  ^,130, 

"  one,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  seven. " 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  was  then  read: 

Per  binding  docament*,  970,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  mnve  the  following 
amendment:  to  strike  out  ■*  f70,000,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  "#39,375." 

This  is  a  reduction  made  necessary  by  the- fact 
that  the  House  appropriated  a  part  of  thia  sum  in 
the  deficiency  bin. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  was  then  read: 

For  flimitsre  snd  lepain,  #3,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  offer  the  following  amendment:  after 
"«,000"  insert  "1875." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  at  the  thirty-ninth  line  of  the 
biU. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Paje  three,  alter  word  "cairiuet,"  In  the  Uilrly-ninlh 
liae,  snike  oot  "91,1)90,"  snd  luert  In  lieo  ihersof, 
"94^745.'' 

The  clause,  as  amended,  will  read  as  follows: 

Pot  bene*  ind  esrrisges,  $t,115^ 

Mr.  HOUSTON,    liis  is  an  additional  esti- 
mate which  the  Clerk  of  the  House  has  recentl 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
is  explained  in  a  brief  parajgraph,  which  I  have 
here,  and  which  I  will  read,  if  the  House  desire  it. 

Several  Mbmbchs.    Oh,  no;  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  am  ioslructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  propose  qn  amend- 
ment to  the  forty-second  Uoe  of  the  bill. 
.  Ths  amendment' was  read,  as  follows: 

Ob  pan  Ihiea,  slter  the  word  "  memben,"  in  ths  forty- 
seeoad  luia,  •trike  out "  410,000,"  and  Inetl  in  lieu  tbetaof 

««is,a».>' 

So  aa  to  make  the  clause  read: 

For  nwmjiaiwn  Ibr  memben,  flSytOO. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  This  amendment  is  mads 
nsosasary  by  the  fact  that  we  have  increased  our 
newspapers  this  session. 

Ths  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hold  i|  my  hand  an  amend- 
ment which  has  come  to  me  informally  from  the 
Comifiittee  on  Engraving.  1  am  satisfied  that  it 
ought  to  be  presented,  although  the  Committee  of 
W^ys  and  Meana  have  not  acted  on  it  previously. 
I  submit  it  to  the  House  as  an  amendment  which 
6nght  to  be  agreed  to.  It  ia  made  necessary  by 
our  large  amount  of  engraving  this  session. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Fife  three,  after  the  word  "  Uthogrepbing,"  In  (he  forty- 
third  line,  strike  oat  "MS.OOO,"  and  Insen  in  Ilea  thereof 
•<«(n),000.». 

So  as  to  make  the  clause  read: 

For  engravlni  and  lUhograpbing,  970,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  amend  the 
following  elaiMc: 

Fereeoipenaation  of  the  Fint  Aodlinr  and  lb*  decks, 
meoenfer,  and  mialani  meMSbfer  in  M*offlee4a0,7OO— 

—by  striking  out  "  |99,700,"  and  inserting  in 
lisu  thereof  <' 13,900." 

Ths  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  eriso  instructed  by  the' 
same  committee  to  move  to  amend  the  following 
clause: 

For  eompematlon  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  and  the  clerfca 
sad  laeasenger  ia  hit  ofllee,  t)4,iai»— 

-4>y  striking  out  *<  ftl4,100,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof '^#13,300." 
The  amendment  was  agrssd  to. 


omer- 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  >  I  now  mov*  t«  nnsnd  tke 
following  clauas: 

For  compensation  of  the  Andtlor  of  the  Poac 
Dcpacimcnl,  and  the  elsrks,  mesMBgiif,  sad  asriatuM  sm«. 
no|er  In  hlf  oAee,  #UM)0— 

—by  striking  out  "  |3,000,"  and  alao  by  Mradar 
out  "#400,"  andinaertiflg  in  lieo  thereof  <*#8eO." 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  follow- 
ing clause: 

For  compensation  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasny,  and 
ihe  clerk!  and  ineaaenger  in  hia  nfBee,  913,400— 

—by  striking  out  "$13,400,"  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof  ">12,500." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Msans  to  oflTer  lbs  Callowing 
amendmenL  It  is  merely  the  tranaCer  of  aa  ap- 
propriation from  one  head  to  another,  at  the 
request  of  the  Department:  In  four  hnndiad  and 
sixlaenth'  line  strike  out  "five,"  an4  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  "  four;"  and  in  the  fbur  hundred  and 
nineteenth  line  steike  out  *<  four,"  and  insert  in 
its  stead  "  five;"  so  that  the  paragraphs  w3I  read: 

For  btaak  hooka,  Madia(,  and  alsUeaerv,  9000. 

For  mtacoUsneoua  imas,  iaduding  aaiacriptiaB  la  two 
daily  Waritiofton  aewapaixn,  9400. 

The  amendment  was  agresd  to. 

Mr.  MoDOUGALL.  I  offer  the  foHowiag 
amendment: 

For  aorvmlng  (hm  Fort  Laiaaie,  by  Nobler  Paa,  is 
the  Sieira  Nevada,  iBU>  CattlbrBia  aad  OTC«oa,aad  Ike 
complallnf  tha  aurvsya  Ibr  railraada  batwaea  Um  MMs- 
alppl  liver  and  the  PacUk,  990,000,  to  be  expended  Badet 
the  dtrecitoB  of  the  Saereafjk^  War. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  submit  to  the 
Chair  whether  that  amendment  is  in  order.'  That 
is  no  law  authorizing  tEat  survey,  I  believe. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  branch  of  the 
amendment  ia  not  in  order.  There  is  no  law 
authoriziiK  such  a  survey;  and  the  gentleman 
from  California,  by  refemng  to  the  rules,  will  at 
once  understand  the  reason  for  thededsion  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  will  mod'ify  my  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  make  it  read  "  for  computing  the 
surveys  for  railroads  between  the  MiasiaM«>i 
river  and  the  Pacific,  |50,000;  to  b«  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  within  the  rceoUee- 
tion  of  the  Chair  that  there  was  a  law  passed  at 
the  last  session  authorizing  those  snrveya. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  The  Hmue  has  jim 
postponed  the  consideration  of  ths  bill  forlheeoa. 
atruction  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  until  thcnaxt 
session.  The  surveys  already  made  are,in  many 
respects,  incomplete.  The  law  antborsdng  the 
exploration  of  various  routes  to  California  is  a 
eeneral  one.  One  of  the  most  important  roalia 
has  not  yet  been  surveyed.  The  object  I  bed  it 
view  in  offering  the  amendment  waa  to  saeiiftaB 
examination  of  the  Noble'a  Pass  route,  ao  tiat  a 
report  of  the  preliminary  surveys  coDM  ba  pre- 
-sented  here  by  December  next,  giving  as  valoafalc 
information  aa  to  a  great  central  route.  I  aiin>oi* 
it  is  the  disposition  of  ths  Houss  asttooaly  to 
enter  upon  the  conaideration  of  this  subject  for  the 
purpose  of  action  at  the  next  seaaioo.  The 
amount  named  in  the  araendment,accordiiie  to 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  win  be 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  suffidcnt,  also,  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  surveys  aliesdy 
commenceed .  For  the  purpose  of  bringiag  bdbre 
the  House  at  the  next  session,  full  initeiaatise 
upon  this  subject,  I  ask  that  the  amendment  Hay 
be  adopted,  and  upon  it  I  call  for  teUm. 

Tellera.were  ordered;  snd  Mcasra.  Van,  aad 
BnoQ  were  appointed.  . 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tdlera  rcfioittd 
^yes  forty-five;  not  a  sufficient  nnntber. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Before  w*  leava  the  War 
Department,  I  have  an  amendment  to  oflbr. 
The  amendment  was  reported,  as  foHowvt 

For  completing  the  worin  ofUie  Barimr  of  Bslbnw 
Ready  laland,  IkiIm  river  Dataware,  980,000. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  Chairmaa,  tUa  wsrit 
was  undertaken 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  submit  thM  tUl 
is  not  the  place  for  an  appropriation  Ibr  baifcor 
improvements.  Thia  biU  Is  fiNrptovidiaf  appre- 
priations  for  a  totally  different  ebsa  of  caasa,  aad 
the  asendmeiA  is  altogether  out  of  phiee  ia  it. 
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<  Mr.  HOUSTON.  Certainly,  thekinendmeDt  ia 
BOt  in  order  here. 

.  Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  bill  ia  aa  mueh  for 
eoaea  or  this  kind  osanythiiu  else. 

I  beg  leaver  to  say,  thatSii*  work  was  com- 
meaced.  last  year,  and.  it  would  be  an  ifiHnenae  ad- 
vantage to  have  it  enmpleied. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  inouire 
ftom  the  chairman  of  the  Cammi^e  of  Waya 
and  Meana  if  ibere  is  not  ^d' section  of  the  bill 
uiuler  which  this  aanaodment  would  appropriately 
come  in? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  amendment  belongs 
entirely  is  another  bill,  and  ia  not  applicable-  to 
this. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  To  a  bill  into  which  we 
arc  not  likely  to  sat  it. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  of  Maaaaehuaetta.  I 
bcltave  that  pi o vision  is  mada  in' the  river  and 
harbor  bill  for  this  Tcry  work. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  no  auoh  appropri- 
ation aa  that  in  thia  bill,  according;  to  my  reoollee- 
tioo.  I  beliere  I  may  say,  further,  that  ne  saeh 
appropriation  has -ever  been  mad*  in  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill.  If  thai  appropriation  were  a|. 
lowed  to  go  into  this  bill,  what  would  be  the  uae 
of  a  river  and  harbor  improvement  bill,  or  a  forti- 
fication bill? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  1  believe  we  could  dia- 
pause  with  those  bills. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  amendment  in  queation 
can  be  piropoaed  .when  bills  of  that  kind  are  under 
eonajdaration^ 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Certainly  it  ooold;  bat  if 
thia  work  be  not  completed  new-«-.4- 
.ThcCHAIRMAN,(internipting.)  TbeChair 
rulea  the  amendment  out4>f  order^oa.thc  graond 
that  the  committee  is  conaidecina  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  Tnia  item  ■  ia  in 
onler,  to  a  KcMrai  appropriationtliUr'bot  it  ia  not 
to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. 

Mr:  CHANdLER.  The  decisibn  of  the  Chair, 
I  auppose,  ia  right,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
rule;  but  I  only  say  that  we  are  losing  more  than 
*30,000  for  the  want  of  an  early  appropriation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Thatmayhe. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  auppoaa  that  if  unani- 
moua  consent  is  given,  it  can  come  in.  I  aak  that 
it  maybe  received  by  general  consent, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman  is 
not'in  earnest  about  thai,  and  1  object. 

Mr,  HOUSTON.   I  am  inatruoied  by  the  Com-  \ 
railtee  of  Waya  and  Means  to  add  to  the  ehiuse 
under  conaideratioii,  after  the  word  "  atraeta,"  the 
worda  ■*  or  auoh  other  buiklii^a  aa  the  Secretary 
of  War  may  select;"  so  that  it  ahall  read: 

flat  reDi  or  houte  nn  iMtihwMt  ootncr  af  P  anil  Seveu- 
teesUi  Mniato,  or  <u«h  o\^tr  buUd|n|>  «a  tho  Srerelar)'  «r 
War  may  select,  and  warming  all  (be  rooou  in  it,  $31 ,87&. 

The  objea  of  the  amendiaent  is  to  authorise 
tl^a  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  event«that  B«tice^ 
aball  be  (iven  by  Mr.  Winder  that  he  will  reouite 
hia  building  to  oe  delivered  up  at  the  end  of  the 
fiacal  year,  to  rent  other  buildings. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUOTON.  I  am  instru«ted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waya  and  Meana  to  offer  an  amend- 
mmt,  to  come  in  after  the  first  clause  df  the  bill, 
lender  the  head  of  "Post  Office  Departmem." 
The  amendiment  ia  rendered  necessary  by  the 
reoant  laltinga,  which  acenmulated'  so  much  labor 
that  temporary  elarka  had  to  be  employed. 

The  amandmantwaa  reported,  a» folio wa: 

T«r  compensation  to  temporary  clerics,  necemtrilf  em- 
plnyed  ttma  ttae  Ml  of  May,  1B53,  to  the  SQIh  oTiune,  MS4, 
#I,4S0  96. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to-. 

When  the  following  paragraph  waa  read: 

For  conilnfent  expenn*  of  aaid  Territoiy  (Oregon] 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon,  moved-  to  amend  by 
adding  the  words:   • 

Thai  George  L,  Carry,  Secretary  of  Oregon,  be  allowed 
artd  paid  lh«  nalary  i>f  OoVernor  for  and  during  ihe  lioie  he 
discharged  the  riuitea  of  Governor  In  the  year  1853. 

Mr.'L.  aaid:  Jn  ordtr  that  the  committee  may 
underatand  the  amendment  which  1  pntpoae,  I 

^9 


will  aay  that  the  Secretary  of  Oregon  is,  by  law, 
allowed  a  salary  of  |I,500  per  annum  for  his  ser- 
vice*. That  is.the  only  eompensKtion  which  he 
raceivea.  But  the  law  makes  it  his  duty,  upon 
the  death  or  absence  of  the  Governor,  to  perform 
the  dntiee  of  that  officer.  Such  happened  to  be  the 
case  in  Oregon  last  year.  I  went  nut  there  as 
Gfovernor,  and  entered. upon  the  duties  of  my 
office;  bat  after  two  days  I  resigned.  The  duties 
ofOWernorthan  devolved  upon  the  Seeretarv  of 
the  Territory.  He  continued  to  discharge  those 
dulieaior  six  months,  at  which  time  the  gentle- 
man who-had  been  apjloinled  to  fid  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  my  resignation  arrived.  Now,  sir, 
od  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  ig  very  small,  I  hope 
hviwilt  be  alio  ved  to  receive  the  salary  of  Gov- 
ernor dsring  thii  time  that  he  dischargeo  the  duties 
of  that  office.- 
,    The  amendment  Waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  r  am  instructed  by  the  Couo- 
mittee  of  Waya  and  Means  to  move  the  insertion 
nf  'the  following,  after  the  apprppriatiooa  for 
Washington  Territory;  . 

TEBaiToav  or  kakus. 

I^or  aalariea  of  Governor,  three  Judges,  and  sacietsty, 
#10.0(10. 

For  comlngeni  expennet  of  said  Territory,  91,500. 

For  compenmti'vfi  and  mileage  of  the  inetnt)erB  of  the 
Dagialatlw  AnferalHy,  nSeeni,  clerlia,  and  contingeiit  ti- 
peyses  of  Ibe  itasoatMy,  4a»,l>il0. 

TaaenoaT  or  sBaaasai. 

For  mlariss  of  Govemor,  three  Judges,  and  seeraiarv, 
910,500.  ■  '        ->  " 

For  conliiigent  expenses  »t  said  Territory,  QLSOO. . 

For  cAinpeniiaiiHn  and  mileage  of  nienibers  or  the  Legis- 
laiive  Assembly,  oflcere,  clailu,  and  eoailngear  ezpeu«es 
uf  the.AsseaiMy,9au,Wu. 

1  have  but  a  word  to  aay  in  explanation  of  the 
amendment.  Tkc'  aunt  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated ia  the  groaa  amount  of  thei  aakries  provided 
for  by  the  Nebraaka-Kanaea  biH  passed  recently. 
The  committee  nresumed  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
menibers  to  rnafce  the  same  appropriations  (pr  the 
eqntipgent  expenaea  of  the; Executive  and  Legis- 
lative Departments  of  these  Territories  aa.  Mve 
b«en  Btade  for  our  other  Tei^ritorita. 

Tha  amendment  waa  agreed  to.' ., 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  At  the  reqoeat  of  the 
gentletnan  Mrii  Illmoia,  {Mr.'RicHARDsoN,]  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Terriioriea.  who  ia 
now  absent,  I  move  to  inaertaftar  the  amandmenta 
juat  adopted  what  fbllowet' 

That  $500  bf,  and  the  same  Is  hareby,  appntprtated,  to 
lie  pafd  (Mi  pf  any  i*oney  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
apprapriatcd,  for  the  p«f chase,  of  books  for  the  ,tarrttorial , 
librHries  for  eacti  of'  ibe  Territoriaa  of  Minnesota,  Oregon, 
Utali,New  Mexico,  and  VVasliingion.tobe  expended  under 
Ihaittnietian  nfilta  Beerecaryoftllelnwrier. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  Will  alao 
pcovidelbr  Kantaaand  Nabraska. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  i  have  no  objection,  and  ao 
modifjr  myamendment.  Wit(iout  detaining  the 
committee,  I  will  only  siky,  that  the  amendment' ia 
recomniended  by  tlie  Commitua  on  Territwrica. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  aubatil  whether  the  amottitt 
is  not  t<)0  larfe  for  Kanaaa  and  Ncbraaka,  until 
their  pqpula'tjon.ahall  Have  increaacd  beyaadVhal 
it  now  is?        -  , 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  The  money  is  to  be  expended 
under  the  direciion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, and  he  will  Judge  whether  it  be  too  much. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  As  the  amendment  now 
reads,  gentlemen  will  find'that  it  only  provides 
j(500  for  all  these  librBries,  when  the  intention  ia 
to  appropriste  $500  for  each  of  them. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  intended  it  to  provMa  |S00 
for  each  of  the  Territoriea. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  truat  my  eollaague  [Mr. 
Haven]  will  withdraw  any  objection  to  thia  ap- 
propriation; for  although  the  inhabitanta  of  those 
Territories  are  rather  sparse,  he  will  rein»n»b»r 
that  all  the  lawa  of  the  United  States  kav«  been 
made  applicable  there,  and  they  will  require  thia 
law  library  in-order  to  underatand  them. 

The  question  was  then  ta^enj  and  (he  amend- 
ment waa  a»reed  to. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  dttKXS,  I  o^w  the  ftlUavlbe 
•m«ndm«ttt:  '  ■ 


Diebnrsements  having  been  mfade  from  the  appropria* 
ii*»n«  for  couipensarions  and  mileages  ofihe  niemb.'rfl  ofihe 
LeKislntive  Asaenil'ly,  oifleers,and  6flicers*clerlct<,  and  ihe 
comiiigent  exitenses  by  Nie  Secretarifs  rif  Oregon,  Miinie- 
snia,  and  Utah,  under  the  autlioriiy  of  territorial  laws  or 
resolutions,  and  ttie  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
b'aving  disallowed  several  payments,  in  settling  ttle  ac- 
counts with  said  Terrilories.  because  they  were  not  andmr- 
IZKd  by.ilie  act  of  August  29,  IMS,  the  Secretary  or  the 
Treasury  is  hereby  empowered  to  causa  credits  to  be  given 
til  said  Secretaries  for  such  disbursements  so  disallowed,'a« 
be  shall  find  lo  be  equualrie  and  Just. 

Mr.,  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  knew  anything 
about  this  matter,  more  than  I  gather  from  tha 
statement  of  facts  here  presented.  I  take  it  for 
granied'that  they  are  true;  but  1  think  that  they 
ought  not  to  form  a  part  of  tha  law.  if  an  appro- 
priation ia  to  be  made  for  tha  purpoae  asked  by 
the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  would  it  not  be  better 
to  make  it  directly,  wilhoiit  ataiing  the  facta,  in 
thklaw? 

Mr.  LANE^  I  am  willing  to  atrike  out  the 
thinga  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama; 
but  there  are  very  good  reaaons  why  the  amend- 
itienishould  beadopted.  If  it  is  not  in  ^proper 
form,  1  will  thank  any  gentleman  to  put  it  in  shape. 
The  secretaries  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  haw 
had  aome  difficulty  In  getting  their  accounts  set- 
tled, liiave  consulted  the  officers  at  theTreasury' 
Department,  iind  have  received  their  advice  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  {  will  aay,  further,  that  we 
ask  no  appa^riation  of  money,  for  we  have  a' 
surplus  now,  and  have  never  used  the  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made.  There  ia  an  amount  now 
due  Driven  of  aome  4Ui(000  or  (|S0,000.  Many 
of  tha  aooounta  of  the  late  secrelariee  of  the  Ter« 
rilory  that  ought,  to  be  allowed  have,  been  aiia- 
pended.  T'hey  have  expended  monev  Which  was. 
not  authorised,  aa  the  Secretary  of  tna  Treaaury, 
believes,  by  the  Jaw  of  1843;  but  unlcas  the  law 
is  made  more  plain  that  authorises  thsr  accbunta 
to  be  settled  and  allowed,  they  will  be  losers  to  a- 
large  amount  that  they  have  paid  and  honestly 
djsburaed. 

'  Now,  no  gentlaman  of  thia  committee,  1  aim- 
sure,  wt^ota  that  to  t>c  the  case  We  want  them 
to  have  credit  for  all  the  vonay  which  they  have' 
disburaad,and  nothiog.mora.  An  atnendment  like> 
tbia  ia  necaaaary  for  the  aeulament  of  their  ac. 
counts,  and  1  aak  that  it  may  be  agreed  to  in  aoma . 
shape.  .r;  vl 

I  have  a  communication  here  in  rehilion  to  thia- 
matter  from  tha  Contptroller.  I  have  been  very 
careful  in.  regard  to  it.  I  will  aend  it  up  to  tha,' 
Clerk'a  desk,  and'  let  him  read  it  (bi  the' nift>mMi> i 
tion  of  the  committee.  ' 

Pprtion  of  th^  eommHnieatioit  was  read;  and  JB 
as  follows: 

"  The  amendment,  If  adopted,  wW  dm  mice  alqi  BMmey 
IVoni  the  Treasury. 

"  None  of  these  Terriu>rie«  li*i|«  Sxpaaded  ait  the  miyiejr 
Congress  has  appmprtaied,,  fnfm  lime  to  timek'lbrcosi- 
pensniinn  and  inilaage  of  the  nwinbers  of  (he  Legislstiva. 
Assembly,  officers,  cferlts,  and  contingent  expenses.' 

^The  Knowing  balances  stand  to  tbelr  credit  on  the  ' 
bnhlisofthe  Treasury  Depanmepi,  to  wi^:  '  . 

Oregon .....,.,....,..^... ."..., $31,467,» 

Minnesota ,,.; a,!!!)!!  &l     '. 

Utah..... ,. 45,S6»4^ 

"The  accounts  of  the  dilTerent  secretaries  df  l««  Tcrki- 
tory  of  New  M'etico  have  been  sattsfactori^  settled.  , 

"No  account  (Vnnj  Uie  secretary  of  Washiaglon Tent- , 
tnry  has  been  received,  and  Uierelpre  aoielkf,u  aacasaary ., 
for  them. 

"The  b«la4«ea  are  given  to  sbnw  that  the  Territories 
hare  not  exceeded  the  appropriatloos  made  by  Congreaa,  If ' 
all  tbe  disailowancea  were  ereiUted.    ' 

"  Host  aincerely  jraiua, 

UBLISHA  WaiTTtS8ET.» 

The  queation  waa  taken  i  and  thaaitiendineDt, 
waa  agreed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  am  requeated  by 
tha  Delegate  from'0tah,[Mr. Bbbmbiki.,]  whom 
I  do  not  now  see  in  hia  seat,  to  ofleran  amend-" 
ment  to  the  bill  under  consideration.  It  ia  a  Joint 
resolution  reported  by  the  chairman  of  tha  Com- ' 
mittee  on  TenitoHea  .aome  time  since,  to  pay 
the  expanata  of  a  board  of  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed under  a  legislative  act  of  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  to  prepare  a  eode  of  lawa  for  the  Ten>itary , 
I  think  thia  la  a  furoper  place,  and  the  ealy  piaca, 
in  tbe  bin  for  ha  introductiob. 

The  amendment  waa  rep<iirt«d|  M  fetlovai 
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That  the  aceounliii(  nrBcma  o(  the  Tleiuory  lie  atithof' 
izftd  to  adjOM  the  e^ipensc  ofa  board  of  commiuionere  ap- 
sninleil  onder  «if  an  of  the  befiiitBtiTC  AMCTuMjr  of  flle 
Tetriiory  of  ITnli,  approTed  bj  ihe  (J<i*ernor  ihsreoT  Jao- 
uary  16^  IMQ,  lo  prffpflre  a  code  of  laws  and  of  practice  fbr 
■aid  Terrllory ;  and  the  Juai  and  proper  cumpenf aiion  and 
expense  found  to  have  been  necesaarily  incurred  befi>re 
the  passage  of  this  raiohiliofi,  the  evidence  of  which,  with 
tlie  laws  drawn  by  aaid  cominlMionerfl,  ihall  l>e  labniited 
in  detail  to  uiid  acsountiog  olAcara,  and  the  amuunta  ao 
found,  ahall  be  paid  from  the  balauee  of  approiirlaiioiia 
"  foi  couipeujalion  and  mileage  of  the  nenibari  of  the 
Legislative  AMcniUy,  ofllcen  clerlu,and  coiitiiigeiit  ex- 
pcnscB  of.  the  Territory  of  Utahf ^'  now  •tandida  on  the 
bnoka  of  the  Treauiry  anaipeadedt  Pretud*!,  That  the 
authority  to  charge  the  eifKoae  on  Mid  balance  ia  nol  ah 
approval  by  Congrew  of  the  act  of  Ui»  Territorial  Legiala- 
ture  of  Utali  breatiiig  a  board  for  a  term  of  yeara  l|>  report 
lawa.from  tigw  to  time,  for  lbs  actioa  of  Itte  Legistature  of 
$aid  t'enitory. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  haire  pawed  thai  point 
in  the  bill  where  tbia  amendment  fa  in  order;  and 
B8  the  araountia  entirely  indefinite,  I  aek  thegen- 
tieman  from  Ohio  to  withhold  it  for  the  preeeni, 
and  aee  if  be  cannot  aaecrtain  the  amount  which 
it  will  be  neceaaary  for  ua  to  appropriate  for  this 
purpoae.  If  the  committee  wis  obaervcd  the 
reading  of  the  amendment,  it  haa  seen  that  it  ia 
wboliy  indefinite.  We  ito  not  know  whether  under 
it  we  are  appropriating  fifly  dollars  or  $50/100. 
We  simply  anthorize  the  settlement  of  expenses 
about  wnicli  we  know  nothittg,  which  were  unau- 
thorised when  contracted  for.  As  we  have  passed' 
that  part  sf  the  bill  where  it  would  be  in  Order,  ] 
ask  toe  gentleman  front  Ohio  to  hold  it  up,. and 
get  it  introduced  in  the  Senate,  if  it  is  just. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  1  would  hare  explained  the 
amendment,  so  far  as  I  could,  to  the  committee,  if 
I  had  supposed  there ivould  have  been  any  objec- 
tion to  it,  I  had. previously  submitted  to  my  bon- 
orable  friend  <Vom  Alabama  [Mr.  ti«T*'OM]  the 
BtateiDsiit  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  thechair- 
roan  of  the  CommitteaonTerrttoriea,  [Mr.  Rich- 
AAOiON,]  wiM  is  now  absent,  when  he  reported, 
by  order  of  that  committee,  ttiis  joint  resolution. 

1  will  saythatit  requireis  no  approptwtion  Of 
money.  There  ia  already  approptiated  and  un- 
«n>oniied,  as  just  stated  in  thelellarof  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury-,  which  was  Setit  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  by  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  [Mr; 
Lake,]  a  large  amoant  of  money  in  thS'Traasury 
of  Utah  Territory.  Buttheobjectofthisamend- 
m«nt  is  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory, 
or.  his  sabDidiiiales,  to  pay  the  board '  of  com- 
raiasionera  who  hare  prepktred.undetr  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Terrilorial  Legishttore  of  Utah,  a  code 
of  la  wa  enacted  by  that  body:  Thoae'expensea 
had  been  heretofore  paid  in  other  TerritoHesi  end 
it  is  usaat  to  do  ao  in  aoofa  eases; 

I  was  informed  by  the  Oeleirate  from  Utah  this 
morning  [Mr.  BERNBisn.]  that  this  resolatinn 
was  drawn  ap  under  the  dircotion  of  Comptroller 
Whittlesey.  I  addressed  a  note  to  him  as  to  the 
propriety  of  tbia  resohltion^  and  asking  him  to 
specify  the  amount  necessary,  i  received  from 
Inmithe  reply  I  hotd  in  my. hand,  Which  I  will 
send  to  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  l«Uer:waa  road, as  followa: 

TaitanST  DEPtRTUCNT,  ) 

w  '  CoxTTaetLKR'a'  Orrica,  June  IS,  T8M.  J 

BSAR  Sib:  I  return  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Joint  reaolutinn 
<*  authoriaiitg  the  accounting  ofllrers  of  the  Treasury  to 
adjust  the  expenses  of  a  board  of  Cnromlssionera  appointed 
byfne  Te.rritrtria!  Asaembly  of  Dinh  to  prepare  a  code  of 
law^»"  And,  In  reply  to  your  inqolries,  1  say :  Firat.  The ' 
lilid  power  haa  Deen  granted  to  the  aceounllng  officers  ts 
settle  the  lUteexpenies  In  other  Terrltorfes,  and  unleia  it 
should  be  granted  in  this  case^  no  allowance  can  be  made. 
Second.  As  to  the  amount  of  the  expenses  whan  Mr.  Bab- 
bitt, tbe  present  Secretary  of  (Jiah  came  here,  lie  presented 
the  clkim  of  the  code  commissioners  for  their  services, 
nmnunting  lo  $3,4S8  10.  Hli  had  paid  on  this  claim  i^,0OO. 
On  being  inlbrated  that  au  allowance  could  not  be  made  lo 
h|m  ftir  IKIa  payment  ivlthoat  authority  from  Congreaa,  he 
Withditnr  the  account. 

It  ia  proper  to  atate,  that  the  aom  of  93,438  10  ioeladed 
the  coqioenaaUna  of  the  cammiaaionerated  clerk. 
'  nosrtfdcWely  foAh, 

,        .      _       >    .        ELISHA  WHITTLISeKT. 
Hon.  JOHN  I..TiTi.oR,  Clkoirman  ad  interim  o/tht  Com- 
miUee  on  Terriioriea.  , 

The  question  was  ihett  taken  on  the  amendment ; 
and  it  was  agreed' to; 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to 
offer  an  aniendment,  to  come  in  after  line  aix 
hundre4  and  fiJrty-five. 

The'amendment  wag  read,  as  follows: 

Page  twenty-aevea,  line  six  hnmlred  and  forty-flve. 
Insert: 

For  parohasMg  Ibr  the  vse  of  the  Siaie  Departmem 
one  bBodteAcflfiesof  J'ilUe  and  Brown^  edition  of  ibe 
United  Stdtes  Statutes  at  Lnge,  and  die  same  nnmber  of 
the  pamphletlaYa  of  tboTbltty-Tbiid  Coof^eia,  fflfiSl." 


Mr.  STANTON,  h  is  posaibt*  that  I  mav 
have  allowed  4be  pUeato  ba  paasad'by  in  whioh 
this  amendment  would  more  properly  come  in; 
but  it  is  perhaps  quite  as  well  here  aa  anywhere 
else. 

The  Secretary  of  State  a4dres«ed  to  me  a  letter, 
some  time  since,  in  which  he  statea  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  casualties  by  fire  to  tbe  offices  for 
which  those  books  are  to  be  supplied,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  furnish  ons  hundred  additional  copies. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  must  object  to  going  back, 
and  offering  amendments  to  paru  of  the  bill  which 
we  have  passed.  If  we  do  so,  there  is  no  telling 
when  we  shallget  through  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  back. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Bvt  we  have  already  passed 
tbe  part  of  the  bill  in  relerenoc  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  STANTON.  This  is  an  amendment  to 
prqvide  for  the  purchase  of  boolia  for  their  use; 
and  I  presume  it  is  perCictly  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tbe  Chair  would  remark 
that  it  would  have  been  more  regitlar  ataa  earlier 
stage  of  tbe  bill;  bu(  he  will  still  hoU  it.lo  be  in 
order  now. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Th«  Secretary  of  State  asks 
for  a  small  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  to  supply  the  place  of  those  which  have 
been  burnt,  ana  which  are  necessary  for  offices 
ter  be  famished,  and  offices  which  have  been  re- 
cently erected.  It  seems  to  me  it  Would  be  a  very 
technical  abjection  to  say  that'  this  ia  not  the 
proper  place  to  insert  the  appropriatinn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  may  suppose 
what  he  pleases  about  technicaUtiea;  but  if  he  ex- 
pects me  to  consent  to  go  back  in  this  bill  to  insert ' 
appropriations,  he  will  And  himself  mistaken.  If 
he  had  been  present,  and  attended  to  the  bill,  he 
would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  offering  hia  amend- 
ment at  the  proper  place.  The  Chairman  haa, 
however,  ruled  this  amendment  to  be  In  order, 
and  I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Then  1  shall  have  nothing 
fi^rth^  to  say.  I  ask  that  the  commnnicalion 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  read. 

The  following  letter  was  then  read: 

DsrAKTHaNT  or  8t*ts,  > 

Wabhinstok,  Hay  3S,  lgS4.  j 

Sir  :  I  have  10  request  that  an  approprialion  be  made  by 
Cdngresa  of  $3,3)10,  for  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  copies 
of  Linla  (E  Brawn'a  edition  of  the  United  Slates  Stalotfea 
atl,*rge. 

It  has  become  neceaaarylo  procure  an  addiUonaJ  anpply 
of  that  work,  partfy  in  consequence  of  tbe  losses  occaaioncd 
in  dilTereni  pane  of  Ibe  eonniry  tty-Ore,  and  partly  by  an 
inciaase  of  the  aarober  ef  oflleen  of  Hie  ODvemiAent,  tf  Ho 
are,  by  existing  laws,  entitled  to  receive  tbe  iwrk.(itoall>is 
Department. 

AnadiMiionaranppljroronetanndred  copies  or  the  pam- 
phlet lawa  or  tbe  Thtoiy'TMidCOTgNss  willalair  ke  re^ 
quired  for  disiribalion, rendering  peeeasair  aw  appra|»tBU«ai 
of  seventy-five  dollars. 

I  am,  alT,  resDieeinilly,  ynor  obedient  servant, ' 
W.  t.  MARcV. 
Him.  F:  P.  erairrftH,  CAotrsum  JWfeiary  Committee, 

Houee  of  RspresmtoKeev. 

The  queatioo  was  taken,  and  Ute  amandmaDt 
adopted. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  to  anend  in  tha  six 
hundred  ^nd  forty.-ae«ond  line  by  slrtkiiig  out 
■•fS.OfX)"  and  inserung  "$9,400!"  ao  that  (ha 
paragraph,  aa  amended,  would  read: 

For  saaNieBaeUoa  of  tbe  district  aiiameys,  49,400. 

Mr.  P.  aaid:  I  move  tlM  inereaae  ia  order  to 
embrace  Ae  district  attomaya  for  tha  Territories 
of  lU^sas  and  Nabraaka. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Imove,  for  the  same  reason,  to 
increase  the  appropriation  in  the  next  paragraph 
from  ^7 ,800  to  $8,300  Jn  order  to  embrace  the 
marshals  for  the  same  Territories. 

The  paragraph,  as  amended,  would  re^d: 

For  compensation  of  the  marsbals,  $8,900. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DRUM.  I  move  to  amend  by  adiling,  at 
the  end  of  the  following  paragraph: 

For  aaaniHea  and  grant*,  fTSO, 
— the  words: 

And  that  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved tbe  3d  March,  185.1,  entitled  "  Ah  act  making  af>- 
propriaHons  ibr  the  ctvii  and  diplomatic  expenses  or  Ibe 
Government  for  the  year  enlding  aOlk  nf  juae,  1854,"  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived  iwd  continued  in  force. 

Mr-  HOUSTON.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  that  was  a  uaual  provis- 
ion when  there  were  temporary  clerks  in  tha 
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Treas6ry.^epartmeiA.  Inhere  at*  not  gUchclerka, 
however,  now.  Tha  elMsi<«a«on*wbi«h-wa»  pro- 
vided for.  last  year  haa  dispensed  with  all  the 
temporary  clerks  in  the  Treaeury  Department, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Third  Auditor's  office, 
and  they  are  provided  for  in  the  bill  in  another- 
place.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  is  Ibere- 
fora  tinnecsasary.  The  claasificatkHi  made  two 
years  ago  diapensed  with  all  the  temporary  tJcric- 
ahips,and  there  are  noiie  now  legally  in  exist  etnce. 

Mr.  DRUM.  Al^  can  aay  in  rapty  ia,  tint 
the  act  of  1843,  ereSng  these  teaipanwy  eierk- 
ships,  was  revived  ih  1046,  and  again  in  18S8; 
anu  that  the  Secretary  af  the  Interior  and  the 
Fourth  Auditor  recommend  that  it  be  again  re- 
vived. If  the  matter  be  provided  for  in  another 
parv  of  the  bill,  aa  the  gantleman  from  AiabaBa 
saya  that  it  ia,  I  shall  -prkaa  my  amendment  ao 
further. 

Mr.  H0D8T0N.  farekeef  tbcelerln  in  the 
Third  Auditor's  oflce.  The  temporary  clerk- 
ships are  all  dispensed  with,  excepting  those  fai 
tha  Third  Auditor's  oAec,  which  are  given  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  rolls  connected  with 
the  bounty  lend  law*.  The  temporary  force  io 
tbe  Pension  office  waatlischargsd  a  fiew  days  ago, 
and  a  few  additional  permnntat  eicrka  substituted. 
The  kw  of  1053  require*  that  the  Trcaaurr  Dc- 
riortntcnt  ahall  bava  a  certain  number  ot  cMce. 
It  lakea  up  tha  Second, Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and' 
Sixth  Auoitor'a  office — all  the  Audftorli  offieee— 
claaaifiea  the  olerfcs,  and  provides  expreaaly  that 
theae  offices  shall  have  only  the  deiica  specified 
therein.  In  tins  view  ef  the  ease  I  make  a  point 
of  order. on  the  gentleman's  amendment.  There 
is  no  law  for  it;  reidly  it  is  against  law. 

TheCHAlRMAN.  The  Chairsustainstbe  point 
of  order,  on  the  gretind  that  the  amendment  pn>- 
posaa  a  okange  of  a  general  law.  We  are  now 
cnnsideringan  appropriation  bill  into  which  nothing 
can  oOma  ym  oider  but  appropriations  under  laws, 
and  directions-fee  their  diabdraemenl. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  After  the  beading  ••  cuaiem- 
hoQsea,*'  inaert  as  fcllowss ' 

For  completing  tbe  euston-bouse  at  St.  Loots,  MMoaif, 
flO0,SSO. 

Far  sonpietinc  ihe.easiaat-baaae  at  Mebilc,  Atabsma, 
903,0011. 

Fur  completing  Ike  custoiD-boDae  attSnciaaali,  Otde, 
«40,«oe.' 

For  eompleHnff  IbeeMloat beass  at  LeotsvlMe,  Kea- 
tUBlsy,«40,()«l. 

For  compleUog  tbe  caslom-hotiae  at  Baagor,  Malne^ 
$30,000- 

For  completing  the  eiistdm  honse,  Bath.  Maine,  990.OM. 

ForcampleUag  lbs  caatnm-bDase  at  Wllmitigtoa,  Oeia- 

wsre,  $iav>*ou- 

To  purchase  a  site  Ibt  cuatom-lioase  at  Pravidcnca, 
Rhode  island,  $94,000. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  dislike  to  trouble  the  Hoose 
again  with  this  ameodaacntforthecuatom-bousss, 
for  they  are  oU  aequaintancea,  every  one  of  which 
haa  been  .approved  by  Ihia  body  upon  the  yeas 
and  nays  during  tbieaeaaion;  but  I  ileatreto  raeaU 
to  ita  memory  tbe  reoaoa  assigned  by  the  Cam- 
mittee  of  Waya  and  Meana  for  resiatiag  the  iaac^ 
tion  of  these  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  biH. 
When  that  was  under  consideration,  they  said 
that  tbsae  appropriatioiM  should  not  be-  ingrafted 
as  awandmvta  upon  it,  but  that  it  waa  proper 
they  ehoold  be  contained  in  a  sepsnte  biU.  The 
Oonmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  havinc,  through 
its  chairman,  engineered  the  original  bill  nntifit 
was  defeated,  a  younger  member  was  aDiboriztd 
to  report  a  eeeoad  bul,  accompanied  by  anotkCT 
providing  aeparately  for  the  cuatom-boaaee,  aad 
in  thia  manner  sucoseded  in  getting  throtigb  t^ 
last  4eficiency  bilU  Thegentleinanfrom  AlabamtJ 
[Mr.  Paiuari,!  aadaced  by  thia  propoaition  m 
the  gentteman  from  Kentucky,  [Adr.  Bucxai- 
aiDox,]  together  with  some  other  of  our  friends, 
,acted  with  this  hope;  and  tbe.  ooaaaquence  was, 
that  we  lost  the  custom-houses,  whioh  we  bad  pre- 
viously carried  aepaiataly  by  ten  or  twelve  volea. 
^ow,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  again 
tell  us  not  to  be  imp4ttient«  aiid'  weWfli  raaeh  the 
aeparate  bill  for  the  custom-houses,  whiek  thffy 
have  reported  in  the  regular  course  of  perliameot- 
ary  resurrection.  For  my  own  part,  I  believe  it 
a  desperate  hope.  If  we  entertain  it  we-will'  again 
be  disappointed,  and  nterit  to  be  laughed  at.  I 
have  seen  a  ludicrous  cut  in  pneof  Ho^'s  works, 
of  a  fellow  riding  a  donkey,irho  ia  seated  bo  near 
his  tail  that  there  is  barely  roem  for  himaelf,  bat 
laughingly  invites  a  weary  Ifwrelci;  to  get  up  be- 
hind.   [Laughta-.] 
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The  appropriations  aslced  Tor  the  custom-houses 
in  this  amenamsnt  are  in  conformity  with  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretai'y  of  the  Treasury ;  they  have 
been  approved  by  this  House  each  upon  separate 
votes  upon   yeas  and  nays;  they  have  met  the' 

Snction  oftlie  Senate,  who  ingi-nfted  them  upon 
e  deficiency  bill,  and  the  only  reason  urgecj  by 
the  committee  a^inst  that  course  was  that  it  was 
not  the  appropriate  bill  to  provide  for  them.  The 
objection  cannot  now  apply.  Last  year-  the  cus- 
tom-house appropriationB  were  made  in  the  shape 
of  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic,  bill, 
and  this,  now  asked,  is  the  usual  course.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  uTid  Means  have  themselves 
set  us  the  example,  and  in  this  very  bill  provide 
for  continuing  the  construction  of  the  custom- 
houses at  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  and  else- 
where, and  are  ready  also  to  provide  by  an  amend- 
ment for  an  item  nut  embraced  in  this  bill  when  it 
was  reported,  being  the  money  requisite  to  con- 
tinue the  custom-house  at  Richmond.  Why, 
then,  do  they  exclude  nS  from  haying  the  other 
custom-house  appropriations  inserted  in  this  bill  ? 
It  is  the  place  in  which  such  provisions  have 
always  been  made  heretofore.  Why  should  not 
this  act  contain  the  appropriations  approved  by 
the  committee,  and  recommended  by  them  in  the 
separate  billi  apprOved  at  both  times  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  advised  by  the  AdmiA- 
istralion  as  necessary. 

'  So  Air  as  the  appropriation  for  f40,000  for  the 
-completion  of  the  castom-liouse  at  Louisville  is 
concerned,  I  can  afford  eitherto forego,  postpone, 
or  abandon  it  altogether,  if  the  public  necessity 
require  it;  but  I  see  no  reason  for  rt^fuslng  to 
grant  these  estimates  of  the  Administration,  or 
for  not  inserting  them  in  this  bill,  and  therefore 
a^ain,  in  behalf  of  its  friends,  once  more  submit 
the  proposition  to  the  committee. 

Mt.  HODSTON.  1  do  not  wantto  eheage  In 
a  drseussion  on  the  S\ibject  of  the  custom-houses. 
I  presume  the  committee  understand  that  subject 
.  perfectly.  There  is  a  very  broad  difference  be- 
tween the  Richmond  custom-house  and  the  cus- 
tom-houses included  in  this  amendment. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  Will  the  gShtlemtin  from 
Alabama  answer  iii«  on  this  point;  is  there  any  dif- 
ference between  th^m,  except  that  between  western 
irittresta  and  Atlamlc  interests? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  knows  very 
IKtte  about  my  course  on  uieae  custom-houses  if 
he  B(ip|90ies  that  i  am  influenced  by  any  such  con- 
sideration as  that  which  he  presumes  influences 
tae.  The  gentleman  seems  to  intimate  that  my 
consideration  for  locality  directs  my  cputse  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  these  custom-houses. 

^o,  sir;  there  is  a  difference  between  the  Rich- 
.  mondeustom-bouae  and  the  custom-houses  includ- 
ed in  this  amendment.  It  is,  thatin  relation  to  th* 
latter  thev  have  all  got  what,  at  the  time,  was  said 
to  be  sulncient  to  complete  them.  And  therefore 
I  tJn  unwilling  to  vote  any  more  for  them  in  this 
bnt,  orin  any  other  bill.  That  is  the  ground  I  have 
taken  all  along  in  opposing  further  appropriations 
to  them,  t  believe  that  the  sums  appropriated  are 
•uflicient  to  complete  theAe  custom-houses  in  the 
tnoat  approved  plan  as  Gre-proof  buildings.  In 
Richmond  that  is  not  the  esse,  Richmond  re- 
ceived an  appropriation  of  ^106,000,  while  it  col- 
lect* a  revcnae  from  foreign  imports  to  the  amount 
of  $140,000  or  «]50,000.  Louisville  Collects  some 
f45,0U0  or  ^,000  of  customs  in  the  year  ^ile 
the  labor  is  all  done  in  New  Orleans,  and  Louis- 
ville has  got  appropriations  of  ^178,000 — within  a 
▼erjr  few  thousand  of  the  amount  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  have  proposed  for  the 
cuatom-hottss  at  Richmond. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  argument  to 
■how  that  the  parallel  between  these  cases  holds 
in  the  most  remote  degree.  It  was  contemplated 
to  give  Richmond  more  than  it  has  got,  and  per- 
hapa,  in  the  amendment  which  I  expect  to  ofler 
hereafter,  we  will  bring  Richmond  up  to  aboiit  the 
average  of  the  custom-house  appropriations.  I 
believe  it  is  now-below  the  average  of  Mobile, 
LouisvilFe,  St.. Louis,  and  Cincinnati.  St.  Louis' 
haa  received  «SS7,000';  Cincinnati  J212,000;  Lou- 
i8ville^l78;000,and  Mobile $200,000.  Thatisthe 
condition  of  these  appropriations.  And  we  propose 
BOW  to  give  to  Richmond  that  which  will  make 
the  cuelonJ-house  appropriation  for  that  port 
$300,000.  That  is  all.  And  when  we  shall  have 
made  this  appropriation  to  Richmond,  I  shall  be 
unvrSIin;  to  increase  H.    Aatuuladeonetttiti, 


I  will  place  it  in  the  same  category  with  the 
others,  and  vote  against  all  further  appropriations 
to  it.  That  is  tbedinerence  which,  in  my  opinion, 
exists  between  the  custom-house*  for  which  the 
gentleman  proriosea  appropriations',  and  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Richmond. 

Sir,  we  have  thi  evidence  of  the  gentleman  from 
the  Louisville  district,  [Mr.  FRttTov,]  and  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  that,  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  they  had  appropriations  to  meet  every 
bid  that  Ves' then  before  the  Department.  They 
had  appropriations  to  enable  the  Department  to 
comply  with  the  bids  for  the  erection  of  a  fire- 
proof buildingi  and  under  no  circurostancea,  there- 
fore, would  Ibe  willing  to  vote  further  appropria- 
tions for  Louisville  or  St.  Louis,  because  there  is 
evidence  on  record  that  there  were  bids  in  the 
Treasury  Department  proposing  to  complete  the 
custom-houses  at  these  points  la  the  manner  de- 
sired and  for  the  money  appropriated.  I  would 
like  to  know  what  became  of  these  bids  and  that 
money? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  increasing  the  apprapriatioD  for  the  Cin- 
cinnati custom-house  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  me,  I  confess,  the  course 
porsued  by. the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  regard  to  this  custom-house  matter  is  totally 
inexplicable.  It  is  novel.  That  committee  not 
only  directly  and  openly  disregard  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  head  of  the  Department,  who,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  ciise,  is  familiar  with  tbe 
wants,  character,  and  condition  of  those  things 
which  are  necessary  to  promote  the  interest  of 
the  Government:  I  say't^at  committee  contempt- 
uously disregotd  all  the  reasonings  and  judgment 
of  that  oflicer.  They  pay  not  the  slightest  regard 
to  his  estimates  upon  ibis  or  any  other  subject. 
Not  only  that,  but,  as  is  seen  from  the  statement 
which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  just 
made,  they  go  further,  and  entirely  disregard  the 
solemnly  recorded  opinion  of  this  House,  over 
and  over  a|^in,.in  relation  to  this  matter.  1  ask 
why  is  it?  Wnat  reason  has  this  House 'heartl 
from  that  committee  which  should  influence  it  to 
sustain 'them  in  this  course  of  which  I  have 
spoken— and  spoken  in  prop^  terms,  too? 

Take  the  case  of  the  Cincinnati  custom-house. 
You  have  in  the  document,  which  is  before  me, 
the  facts  arid  reasons  of  the  Secretary  given ;  and 
I  undertake  to  s<iy,  that  no.  impartial  and  unpre- 
judiced man  can  aitdownaod  peruse  its  statements 
withoutbeing  satisfied  that  theappropriation  ought 
to  be  msdit.  ,  And  yet  it  has  ho  effect  upon  this 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  again  ask, 
why  is  it?  Why  do  gentlemen  stand  up  here, as 
the  chairman  of.' the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means  has  just  done,  and  state  that,  in  their  judg- 
mttit,  proper  and  appropriate  buildings,  i)pVlng 
regard  to  form,  character,  and  dimensions,  could 
be  contracted  for  and  eoMstraeteld  for  the  sum 
already  appropriated  ?  Soch  is  ti«<  -  the  judgment 
of  ths  Secretary;  and  in  referent:e  to  the  Cincin- 
nati custom-house  he  goes  on  and  ^ivee  the  facts. 
He  says: 

"Tlie  plani  snd  speeiAcaUdnt  for  thl»  tiailding  were 
prepared  niid  arranged  wftii  great  care  to'ineet  the  porpoies 
eoolemplated  in  thaoct  auifioricing  iuetecdoh,  aad.wtth 
roferencB  vo  ttie  sioai^  economical  coiulructioii  io  a  flra- 
proof  manner. 

"  Bid<r  were  ■ollctTed  fcr  in  erection  6y  advertinement  of 
December  11,  ISaS,  for  liity  dayi,  tha  lawem  lif  which,  nn 
eznminatioD,  were  fcund  to  exceed,  in  Uie  ncgEegole,  tUe 
amount  appropriated ;  but  ns  Uie  la«t  appropriaiinn  wa«  (br 
the  .compleUnn  of  the  edi^ce,  and  tttete  could  be  no  reddc- 
tion  or  itie  aize  of  Ibe  building,  no  luoiirce  elided  but  to 
curtail  llie  eipcpae  ofita  iaterlor,  and  iu  flreproof  quality, 
very  much,  however,  to  iu  Injury  In  appearance  and  iu 
oaftly.  ■ 

"  An  the  cutting  down  of  the  boildlxg  In  ihli  manner 
would  greaUy  Injure  it,  alid  evidently  be.  the  very  worst 
economy  for  the  Govvrnment  to  puryiie,  the  Department 
conlidired  that  when  the  aubjccl  woa  brought  to  the  alien- 
lion  orcongresa,  the  oeceasary  additional  appropriation  lo 
complete  it  in  tta«  manner  it  abould  te  conotruchid,  would 
lie  made. 

"  Accordingly,  eontnicta  were  iiwardei)  wid.  made  In  ne- 
eordanCe  with  the  plana  and  apectfleatinna,  witli  the  pro: 
viao,  that  el)oi)ld  Coogreaa  not  make  the  Sddlrtnnai  appro- 
prMton,  dM  above  alluded  to  olteralioa*  aheold  b«  made, 
and  tile  building  cut  down  lo  the  aoioaat  of  Ux  appropiiar. 
Iloa.  Hence  the  $^,0M'  asked  for,  which  will  complete 
the  building  agreeably  to  Ibe  plana  and  apecificationa." 

The  Secretary,  believing  Congress  to  be  an 
intelligent  body,  supposed  that  when  Congress 
should  be  placed  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  they  would  make  the  appropriation  recbm- 
meadea.  But  whatever  recommendations  he  may 
have  made;  certain  it  is  thax  the  Committee  Of 


Ways  and  Means  have  disappointed  them  all.. 
Thejr  interpose  their  judgment  aliout  the  appro-, 
priatioos  heretofore  made,  an<t. believe  them  suf-, 
ncieitt  to  ertcl  a  building,  of  the  pi'oper  sort  and 
character.  This  judgment,  too,  is  given  in  direc;t> 
opposition  to  the  mature  judgment  of  the  Seore- 
tary,  founded  upon  a  deliberate  examination  of  all 
the  facta  by  the  exfterienced  head  of'  the  Depart- 
ment, who  has carefiilly  looked  into  them  all.    . 

Now,  f|ir,  I  again  comeb)^  to  the  question 
originally  propounded!  'Why  I's  this?  Have  the, 
Cbmmittee  of  Ways  and  Mfu^  given  to  this 
House  an  intelligent  and  satisfactory  reason,. 40.. 
reply  to  the  facts  stated .  by.  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  relation  to  (Jfe  case  of  the  custom- 
house at  Cincinnati?  '\ 

Mr.  CASKIE.  I  afioiild  not  take  part  in  this 
discussion.,  but  for  soirie  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [lyir.  Ph^stok.]  His  allusion  to 
the  Richmond  'custom  house  pisrhapa  catis  for 
sopie  notioe  froip  me.  .1  do  not  propose  now  to 
enier  Uport  the  merits  of  theapfirOpriation  which 
it  is  understood  will  be  recommended  for  that  ob- 
ject. It  is  not  now  before  this  committee.  'When 
the  proper  time  com^s,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  say  . 
whatever  is  necessary  and  right  about  it.'  At 
present,  1  shall  confine  myself  to  that  which  alone 
has  induced  me,to  risr. 

1  think  I  have  a  right  to  complai*  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Richmond  cusloin-house  has  been 
drawn  iiito  this  debate.    'When  the  deficiency  bill 
was  up,  and  geMiamim  having  castomrhouses  in 
theirdistricts— appropriations  for  which  were  esti- 
mated as  deficiencies— 'made  their  propositions,  I 
voted  on  them  wiihont  allusion  or  reference  to 
Richmond.     I  did  not' attempt  to  put  the  Rich- 
mond building  in  that  bill,  ant]  for  the  plain  reason  . 
that  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  in  reference  to  ' 
it  wair  not  fbr  a  deficiency;    It  %as  hb '  Uuiiiiiess 
to  determine  where  he  would  make  lifs'estimate. 
He  made  it  fof  th«  civH  and"  dijlilomafjc  bill.     I 
was  content  to  take  itiip'when  wtoimer^gtilarly 
to  the  point  at  which  he  had  placed  it.     Sgch  has 
been  my  coirse,  Bltlioa|>|h  I  belie**  that  if  we 
could  have  sooner  got  the  appropriation,  we  might ' 
peirh^is  have  expedited  thebuildinga    Ws-eei^. 
tainly  desired  action  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. _  ,  ,j.       ■  „       ; 

In  voting  upon  cuftoin-'house  ap|>ropr^U6ns,.tl 
have  looked  only  to  iheir  claims.  I  voted  when 
we  were  on  the  deficiency  bill  for  such  ofi  were 
recommended,  hy  the, Deiiartment,  because  I 
thought  iis  recbmixiendations  w^re  reasonable,  so 
far  as  t  could  judge.  Besides,  although  ns  one 
call  condemn  more  strongly  than  I  do  the  abuses 
which  have  occurred  in  past  (iiqes,  I  was  satisfied 
that  at  last  the  buildings  I  voted  t«i  complete 
wsuld  be  faithfully  finished  for  the  amoiinu  o^ked. 
Here!  should  like  very  much , to  present  some 
general  views  in  referenpe  to  these  'buildings, but.. 
my  five'tninutes  do  not  permit.,  Mr.  Chairman,', 
when  my  time,  which  I  have  quietly  bided, ^hall 
come,  I  only  ask  g'enlTenieh  lo  do  unto  me  as  I 
have  done  unto  them.  I  voted  upon  their  proposi- 
tions in  advance  of  my  own,  and  without  refer- 
ence to  what  might  be  its  fnle.  If  they  did  nut 
succeed,  it  was  not  my  fault.  Now,  let  each  case 
stand  on  its  own  fooling,  and  be  judged  by  its 
own  merits.  Let  not  the  fact  that  the  committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  have  recommended  an  ap-  , 
proprialion  for  the  Richmond  building,  while  they 
nave  refused  to  recommend  appropriations  for  , 
some  others,  operate  with  any  gentleman  against 
it.  Let  income  in  its  proper  place,  and  be  consid- 
ered  unembarirossed  by  audi  allusions  as  we  have 
heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
PaxsfoN.J  I  have  a  right  to  expect  this,  when 
my  own  action  has  been  such  aa  I  have  described;  ' 
when,  looking  to  nothing  but  the  character  of 
each  application,  I  have  always  been  willing  to 
vote  such  amounts  aa  I  thought  fair  and  right. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  beg  to  assure  the  gentle-  ; 
man  that  the  remarks  I  made  were  in  no  spirit  of  ' 
hostility  to  the  Richmond  customhouse. 

Mr.  CASKIE.  I  did  not  Buppoae  thegentle- 
m4rt  had  any  hostility  to  that  work.  1  spoke 
of  his  rent;irks  which  1  thought  had  a  tendency  to 
excite  some  prejudice  agai/ist  it— that  not  unnat- 
ural prejudice  which  resuTts  from  the  idea  that 
anytning  is  unduly  favored. 

Mr.  DISNEY,  there  being  no  objection,  with- 
drew hie  amendment.  .       .  , 

Mr.  BRECKINfttpGE;  :V<^t  ha^e  jirdgftSsed: 
T*ry  rapidly  with  the  bill  to-day  .'tifid  as  it  ta  grO'ii/-'  ' 
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ing  late,  the  House  ie  thin,  and  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant amendment,  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  aott  rise.  There  should  be  a  full  House  to 
act  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Speeches  are  to 
be  nrade  on  the  question ,  and  they  may  as  well  be 
made  no«r  as  at  any  other  time.  1  trust  the  mo- 
tion to  rise  may  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BRECKmRIDGE.  It  i*  evident  there  is 
no  quorum  present. 

■  Tellers  were  demanded,  and  refused  on  the  mo- 
tion to  rise.  . 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Thecommitteeaccprdingly  rose;  and  theSpeaker 
having  resumed  the  cbalr,  ine  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had  had  the  Union  eenerally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill,  and  had  come  to  no  reso- 
lutionthereon. 

Mr.  BRIDaES.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereupon,  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  House' 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fridat,  June  16, 1654. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Wiluam  H.  Milburn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received  by  Mr.  Fornei,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  follow- 
ing enroll|U  bills: 

An  aet  Tor  the  telief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Elijah  Beebe; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Frazer;  and 

An  act  regulating  the  pay  of  deputy  postmas- 
ters. 

Which  were  thereupon  signed  by  the  President 
ptoUmpore. 

PRIViiTE    BILL  DAT— ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  this  is  private 
bill  day,  and  1  suppose  it  will  require  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  to  do  any  other  busi- 
ness. The  bill  which  is  immediately  under  con- 
sideration, as  the  first  on  the  Private  Calendar,  it 
will  be  recollected,  is  one  which  I  have  more  par- 
ticularly in  choice.  On  that  matter  the  Senator 
ftt>m  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walker]  has  th;  floor. 
I  understand,  htfwever.that  there  is  quite  a  unani- 
mous desire  in  the  Senate  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  veto  Inessage;  and  feeling 
rerv  anxlbus  myself  that  that  subject  should  be 
early  disposed  or,  I  'wish  to  say  to  the  Senate  that, 
ao  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  waive  all  desire 
to  proceed  with  the  private  bills  to-day,  if  the 
Senate  are  disposed  to  go  On  with  the  considera- 
ti6n  of  the  veto  meaaage. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr;President,  it  haanow 
been  abopt  four  or  five  weeks  since  private  claims 
yrtri  considered  by  the  Senate;  and  although  we 
are  greatly  in  advance  of  the  House  in  the  consid- 
eration of  private  bills,  claimants  are  constantly 
besieging  me,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  insiit  upon  the  consideration  nf  their 
bills,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  S<;nate.  I  hope, 
therefore,  sir,  that  unless  it  is  contrary  to  the  gen- 
eral sense  of  the  Senate,  or  unless  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Seward,]  who  has  the 
floor  on  the  indigent  insane  bill,  particularly  de- 
sires to  proceed  with  his  remarks  lo-day,  we  shall 
go  on  and  consider  the  Private  Calenclar. 

I  therefore  submit  two  points  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  SenaU:  The  first  is  the  fact  that  we 
have  done  nothing  with  private  claims  for  the  last 
four  or  five' weeks.  The  second  i a,  that  if  the 
honorable  Senator  ttom  New  York  does  not  par- 
ticutarlv  desire  to  go  on  with  his  remarks  to-aay, 
and  if  it  is  the  general  sense  of  the  Senate,  that 
we  shoaki  proceed  with  the  Private  Calender,  I 
hope  We  shall  do  so. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  that  we  can  make  an 
prrangement  by  which  both  ends  can  be  accom- 
plished. I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  we  pro- 
ceed with  private  bills  until  oneo'clock.  We  can 
then  take  up  the  veto  message,  and  the  Senator 
from  New  York  can  ad4resa  the  Senate  upon  it. 
\  gi^pue  h«  wjll  nof'Q,eej^py  qjgfe  than  an  hour. 


Then  we  shall  have  an  hour  more  for  other  busii 
oess. 

Several  Ssmatori.  Oh,  no;  let  us  go  on  with 
private  bills. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  very  anxious  to  have  a 
claim  acted  upon  to-day,  which  was  before  de- 
cided by  the  Senate,  and  sent  to  the  House,  but 
which,  at  our  request,  was  sent  back  to  us. 

The  PRESIDENT.  In  the  opinion  of  thephair, 
this  discussion  is  altogether  out  of  onler. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  t  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

MOORE  AND  HA8CALL. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  bills  on  the  Private 
Calendar.  The  first  bill  is  one  for  the  relief  of 
Hiram  Moore  and  John  Hoscall,  which  is  now 
under  (Mmsideration  as  in  Committee  ofthe  Whole. 

Mr. WALKER  said:  Mr.  Presidenl.when  I  ad- 
dressed myself  to  this  subject  before,  1  remarked 
that  after  hearing  the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Stdart]  I  might  have  something  further  to  say, 
and  might  go  to  some  extent  into  the  proolb  of 
what  allegations  I  might  make.  I  propose  lo  do 
it  now;  nnil  1  ask  the  Seiiate,  or  as  many  of  them 
as  can  possibly  give  me  their  attention,  to  do  so, 
for  I  promise  them  that,  while  1  was  charged  l-t- 
fore  with  making  very  broad  and  unqualified 
assertions,  I  said  nothing  but  what  I  feel  myself 
now  able  to  prove,  and  more  than  prove. 

The  question  before  us,  I  repeat,  as  1  did  then, 
is  one  of  very  great  importance.  It  is  one  that 
should  beweli  considered  by  the  Senate.  It  ought 
not  lightly  to  pass  upon  it,  for  I  think  that,  after 
very  full  examination,  if  the  Senate «hall  pass  the 
bill,  very  great  and  serious  detriment  will  resulL 
I  shall  lake  op  many  points  in  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  endeavor 
to  reply  to  them,  with  what  success  the  result 
must  prove,  or  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  must 
determine. 

He  commenced  bis  argument  In' reply  to  me  by 
saying,  what,if  it  amounted  to  anything,  amounted 
to  a  charge  against  me  of  makmg  the  most  un- 
qualified assertions  which  were  not  based  in  fact 
or  in  reason.  I  will  read  from  his  remarks;'fbr  1 
intend  to  quote  him  correctly  oa  I  reply  to  him. 
He  says: 

"  It  perbepa  it  doi  the  leait  difficult  taak,  for  a  man  to 
undertake  tti  aiiKwer  an  argument  ibat  ta  miide  up  wttolly 
orilliiniMble  •ntemenn  and  deelaratiana.  I  csnccire  thai 
ith  genUemoa  wcni  toHm  in  ais  place  to-day  aad  tell  ihs 
Senate  of  the  Unilcd  8laie>  that  to  morrow,  at  noon,  tfie 
sun  would  Iw  extinguished,  the  earth  would  be  annihilated, 
and  the  whole  plan>-urf  lyuem  would  b<  utfrly  and  en- 
liiely  detiroyed,  there  !■  not  a  man  In  the  world  wlm  could 
refMe  ibat  aisttawM  ky  ■«•»■  tni  logle.  He  (n>uld  only 
•ay  he  did  not  believu  ik  Now,  air,  I  flud  uiyaalT  verf 
much  in  that  position.*' 

The  comparison  here  could  not  be  stronger.  It 
comparts  the  ataiement.  which  1  mode  to  one  ao 
egregiously  erroneoiia,  and  unfounded,  and  base- 
less, as  that  all  nature  WRS  to  go  to  wreck  to- 
morrow. This,  sir,  is  pretty  strong  language  lo 
use  in  reply.  It  implies  a  great  deal;  and  if  he 
has  sustained  that  romparison  against  me  he  cer- 
tainly has  placed  me  not  only  in  a  very  ridiculous 
position,  bui  in  Oi>e  which  is  most  false. 

Sir,  I  shall  use  language  upon  thfi  occasion 
about  as  strong  as  upon  that;  bnt  I  irtialV  do  to- 
day what  1  did  not  do  then:  I  shall  follow  my- 
self, step  by  step,  with  the  proofs. 
The  next  statement  made  by  the  Senator  is: 
"  I  trwi  the  Senate  will  Indulge  me  In  saying  thai  Ibis 
whole  tranaaction,  ftoiu  the  time  of  ita  inceptlou  down  to 
ila  eomptei{on,haj  been' carried  on  in  the  county  in  which 
I  reside,  within  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  mf  my  own  resi- 
dence ;  and  ir  there  is  any  subject  which  f  have  bad  an  op- 
portunity to  understand  by  observaUbn  and  by  examination 
from  first  to  last,  it  is  Ike  subject  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;  aiul  when  the  Senator  Oom 
Wisconsin  felts  me  that  I  am  here  the  advocate  of  a  meas- 
ure which  carries  upon  its  face,  and  in  its  effect,  such  per- 
fidy as  he  ascribes  to  this,  when  I  know  all  about  It,  no 
other  inference  can  be  drawn  from  his  language,  however 
he  may  intend  it,  tvuifi  thai  I  am  here  in  the  dishonest 
advocacy  of  a  very  dishonest  measure.  This  Is  a  subject 
atMut  wiiich  I  canitot  plead  ignorance.'* 
Again,  speaking  of  Moore  <&  Hascoll,  he  says: 
"They  are  men  who  claim  tor  (bemselves  lo  be  merllnrl- 
ous ;  and  they  are  men  whom  1  ctafm,  on  uiy  reponsttiilify 
aa  a  man  and  a  Senator,  to  be  nierittirions.  I  speak  from 
knowledge,  for  they  are  my  neighbors.  This  thing  has  been 
done  in  my  community.  It  has  lieen  doiie  where  I  know 
all  about  it,  if  1  know  anything." 

If,  in  the  progress  of  what  I  ahall  say  to  the 
Senate,  I  shall  prove  that  in  every  respect  where 
he  contradicts  me  I  am  right,  I  will  leave  it  to  the 


Senate  to  determine  how  tu  he  is  mistaken  in 
reeard  to  hia  own  knowledge,  or  to  make  what 
other  inference  it  may  please. 

After  comparing  the  etateroent  which  I  made 
to  a  statement  that  the  world  was  lo  become  a 
wreck  to-morrow,  what  is  the  first  point  be  speci- 
fies as  worthy  the'  institution  of  sucn  comparison  ? 
It  is  this. '   He  says  of  me: 

<■  He  tells  yon  that  an  attempt  la  made  byibia  bill  to  give 
10  Moore  It  Hascall,  not  thai  which  they  have  ijivenied, 
and  to  which  diey  have  a  right,  knt  all  that  ihey  eMm :  and 
he  sayja  he  know*  they  srill  claiiB  evecylMag  that  aliaelws 
to  any  reaping  machine  that  has  ever  been  taveaied,  or  la 
now  In  use;" 

If  theSenator.pos8eases  the  knowledge  he  claims 
for  himself,  he  knows  that  Moore  &  Hascall  will 
make  no  such  claim.  He  knows  thai.  I  will  aak 
the  honorable  Senator  if  he  is  acqtiainted  with  a 
gentleman  in  hia  own  State  by  the  name  of  Lakin 
Brown;  and  also  another,  of  the  nam*  of  A.  Y. 
Moore .' 

Mr.  STUART.     It  will  probably  be  more  con- 
venient for  the  Senator  antf  myseR  to  answer  bis 
inquiries  aAer  he  has  got  throiigh  with  them.    I 
know  those  gentlemen,  and  1  believe,  also, I  know 
the  statements  to  which  he  reliera.     I  think  i  can 
satisfy  the  Seiiator  that  I  know  all  about  the 
matter. 
;      Mr.  WALKER.    I  wish  to  state  that  aiocc  I 
I  was  arraigned,  as  it  were,  before  the  Senate  the 
{  other  day;  and  more  particulari^  since  the  case  of 
I  Mr.  MeCiNrmifk.  new  of  Illinois,  Iste  of  'Viiginia, 
I  was  arraigned,  and  he  was  broughlupon  the  stand 
''  as  a  man  of  fraud,  as  a  man   who   usurped  the 
i  right  of  others,  he  has  furnished  me  with  addi- 
tional testimony  not  only  to  austain  iny  statements, 
but  to  sustain  bis  own  position.     He  has  never 
sent  an  agent  to  me.    I  nave  never  aeeo  an  agent 
of  Mr.  McCormick,  never  conversed  with  one, 
never  knew  that  he  had  one.    In  the  absence  of 
all  agenta,  when  he  was  here  advocating  hia  owa 
cause,  as  I  have  said  before  to  the  Senate,  I  gave 
him  my  ear  often,  and  whenever  a  man  comes  to 
me  with  his  own  case,  and  presents  it  for  himself, 
and  does  not  send  hia  hireling  agents,  I  will  listen 
to  him.     1  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  ao,  and  if 
what  I  notice  aKer  that  is  charged  against  me  for 
so  doing,  I  have  an  answer  to  make  to  it,  and 
•hall  make  it  plainly. 

Then  the  statement  which  the  Senator  arrakned 
me  for  first  making  is  this,  that  Moore  db  Has- 
call designed  to  claim  what  was  embraced  in  the 
patents  of  other  claimants  for  reaping  machines. 
I  find  that  in  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses 
taken  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  a  suit  pending 
between  Mr.  McCormick,  ant)  the  infriogets  ttf 
his  patent,  this  statement  was  made: 

"  Hiram  Moore  has  repeatedly  stated  lo  roe  in  eoovar- 
satlon  that  all  the  main  features  in  Mccormick's  reaper 
were  his,  said  Moore's,  invention ;  ami  Iw  atea  staled  » 
IhieilepoiieHI,  that  the  reason  why  he  bad  not  presceasd 
persons  for  an  inriingement  of  hie  patent  was  (he  Act,  thai 
he  wanted  to  procure  first  his  renewal  of  Ibe  pMcMlsr 
Moore  h  Rascell*!  barvestiiig  macbise." 

That  is  the  statement  proved  by  Mr.  Lakia 
Brown.  Then  we  have  the  testimony  of  a  naan 
ofthe  same  name  with  one  of  the  cltumants,  bat 
whether  a  relative  or  not  I  do  not  know,  to  the 
same  elTect.    M  r.  Moore  says : 

"  Hiram  Moore  has  several  lime*  laid  hin,  this  depoBCM, 
that  said  plaintllT,  McCormick,  and  others,  w^re  oslBg  sob- 
aiantially  Ms,  said  Hiram  Moore's,  invendoa  in  aS  the 
reapinfl  aaaelilnea ;  but  that  he  did  not  intend  to  prmeutu 
for  an  infringemeni  of  Ilia  patent,  iaaaaniKh  aa  he  waaird 
first  to  procure  an  extension  or  rsuewal  of  hia  potent  by 
Congress." 

Now  I  contend  that  this  ftillr  ih-ovcs  what  I 
asserted,  that  Moore  &  Haacalf  clo  not  ecdt  as 
extension  of  this  patent  for  the  purpose  of  manu- 
facturing, bii't  solely  for  the  purpose  of  vomiag 
dowi)  on  those  whom  they  may  claim  to  be  ia- 
fringet'S'Of  their  patent,  and  levy  black  maji  on 
them,  and  make  them  pay  what  will  conBtttnte  a 
profit  on  the  patent.  I  prove  this  by  swora  testi- 
mony, certified  under  seal  by  the  proper  oSetn, 
and  sworn  to  have  come  from  the  lipa  of  Mr. 
Moore  himself.  That  is  not  all.  It  not  only  piovte 
that  they  claim  what  is  contained  in  McCorniick's 
machine,  but  this  also  lets  out  Uie  motive  why 
they  have,  up  to  this  time,  remain^  ^e  peaccfii}, 
anif  not  prosecuted  infringers  of  what  tbej  clotm 
lo  be  their  patent.  That  motive  is  admitted  by 
Mr.  Moore  himself.  It  ia  that  he  wanted  to  grt 
this  patent  extended,  and  then  he  aaya  he  wiD 
come  down  upon  others  and  show  thsu  these 
people  are  all  infringing  his  patent. 

What  did  I  81^  when  I  appke  beibrc?     I  aud 
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thit  was  the  object.  I  now  prov«  it  by  sworn 
testhnony^.  I  saiJ  the  object  was  not  to  wanu- 
feeture  the  roachinea,  but  lo  get  the  comrnunity  in 
such  a  position  that  they  coald  not  use  machines 
which  have  already  been  bought  from  McCor- 
mick,  without  being  subject  to  damajjes  and  to  an 
injunction.  Then  the  first  charge  wtiich  is  brought 
•gainst  me,  of  having  stated  what  is  not  so,  falls 
io  the  ground,  for  I  support  my  statement  by 

Now,  Mr.  President,  bear  ih  mind  another 
ihing.  I  stated  that,  as  this  bill  was  now  framed, 
ft  WoaM  enable  Moore  &  Hascall  to  go  back  for 
eighteen  years,  and  claim  all  they  should  allege 
they  have  invented  within  that  time,  and  obtain  a 

gatent  for  it.  The  Senator  from  M  ichigao  [Mr. 
tuart]  takes  issue  with  me  on  that,  and  says, 
they  onl^  propose  to  go  back  fourteen  years. 
Now  let  08  see  what  he  said  about  this  matter. 
Speaking  of  Mr.  Moore,  he  used  this  language: 
**  Looking  abroad,  sir,  upon  our  prairiei  In  1832,  lie  dis- 
eovered  ai  once  that  a  slnitle  man,  with  a  t^am,  could, 
kwldn«tcendlnf  lohiaonliDary  farmiog  burineaa,  put  in 
eighty  acres  of  irkoat ;  liuHie  nw  iDtianUy  Uiai  it  roiiuinsd 
a  groat  many  men  to  harveat  that  wheat  in  Ifae  ordinary 
Inelhod,  by  acrddle.  He  therefore  saw,  either  that  a  great 
pnriion  of  the  weaiem  country,  comlstint  of  prairie  (and, 
■oat  lie  oompamtivelr  Idle  and  unprodaeHv*,  or  elae  mean* 
inui>t  be  employed  In  provide  for  harvesting  after  tlie  crop 
wad  in  and  ready  to  be  barveaied^  He  aaid  t<>  hia  netgh- 
bnrw,  *  t  believe  I  can  Invent  a  machine  which  wili  barveat 
this  wheat  perfecily.'  Ai  a  mauer  of  courae,  they  all 
iMigbod  at  liim.  They  did  not  believe  Mm  any  mofo  than 
B  man  would  have  believed,  •  few  yeara  before  it  waa  4b- 
moiMlrated,  that  inlelligi'nce  could  be  communicated  by 
telegraph.    He  went  to  work,  however— to  do  what?" 

Remember,  this  waa  in  1833. 
■'I  wish  locall  UteanenaonofSenataralothe  work  which 
(bis gentleinaa  act  about.  It  waa  to  produce  a  niacblne 
Which  would  go  into  the  Aeld,  and  could  thresh,  clean  up, 
and  put  into  bags  the  wheat  at  the  rate  of  three  acres  an 
bottr.  That  waa  a  pretty  large  uiideruking.  Has  he  suc- 
ceeded !  Tbe  report  of  the  cnmnUtlse.stys  he  ba« ;  end 
as  the  matter  has  paaaed  under  my  own  obaervatinn,  1 
know  it  to  be  so.  Bince  he  began,  in  1636,  to  try  hit  ma- 
chine, f  have  seen  It  operate  annuanyf  and  I  tell  you,  sir, 
and  1  iiledge  ntyself  to  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
that  It  doca  tiiia  work  more  llioiDughly  tbao  it  can  be  done 
in  any  other  way.  It  is  done  with  less  waste.  There  is 
less  loss  of  wheat  by  shelling  Tbe  farmer  gets  more  bu<b 
ele  ef  wheat  Into  his  bam  by  this  mode  tbao  any  other  wbicb 
baa  yet  been  peopoesd." 

In  the  bill  hi  this  case  bear  in  mind  there  ar* 
two  points.  First,  the  patent  is  to  be  renewed. 
For  what?  For  what  was  contained  in  the  ori- 
ginal patent?  No,  air}  but  it  is  to  be  renewed  for 
what  was  contained  in  the  model,  drawings,  or 
Specifications.  When  can  we  infer  that  he  got 
iip  his  model  ?  The  Senator  tells  us  it  was  in  1^. 
If  he  can  show  that  he  made  a  model  in  1832, 
when  he  commenced  operations,  that  will  carry 
him  back  not  only  eighteen  years,  but  twenty-two 
yetirs.  Then  it  is  the  renewal  of  a  patent  for 
what  is  contained  in  this  model,  drawings,  or  spe- 
cification; and  I  asserted  he  could  go  back  eighteen 
years.  1  now  go  further,  and  prove,  by  the  Sen- 
ator's own  admission,  that  he  ctin  go  bade  for 
tw*nty-two  years,  if  he  can  show  that  the  first 
thing  be  did  was  to  get  up  this  model,  which  is, 
in  oU  probability,  the  fact. 

Then,  what  becomes  of  these  broad  denials  of 
iny  assertions,  wheh  I  prove  from  the  statements 
in  the  Senator  himself,  that  not  only  do  these  con- 
stituents of  his  claim  what  is  contained  in  other 
reapers,  but  I  show  that  they  commenced  in  1832, 
making  twenty-two  yeara  that  they  can  go  back 
And  prove  they  invented  anything,  by  bringing 
up  the  dead  body  of  this  burnt  model  ?  How  aro 
tli«y  to  get  at  it?  The  Senator  tells  you,in  another 
part  of  his  speech,  that  the  model  was  burnt  in 
1836.  It  has,  therefore, been  burntup  for  eighteen 
years.  How  are  these  men  to  bring  to  tlie  knowl- 
edgia  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  what  was 
in  that  model  ?  They  are  to  do  it  by  oral  testi- 
mony. They  are  to  fish  around  the  country  and 
find  some  man  who  will  swear  that  so  far  back  as 
I€I36  or  1832,  he  sow  a  model  containing  sqch  im- 
]>rovemenls  as  they  now  specify  in  their  claim, 
and  when  they  do  that,  and  prove  it,  they  get  a 
patent  for  it.  And  what  else  do  theyget  a  patent 
ti>e  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ?  They  are  not 
only  to  go  back  to  the  utmost  limit  to  which  they 
can  trace  this  model,  but  then  comes  in  another 

Sroviaion  of  the  bill,  that  for  everything  from  the 
ay  of  the  issue  of  the  first  patent  to  the  time 
Mentioned  in  the  bill,  which  is  fourteen  years, 
(hey^are  to  have  the  patent  extended  for  every 
liarticlit  of  improvement.  Every  improvement 
Whtdi  they  tail  show  they  Inveinid  withiii  that 


tinie  is  to  be  included  within  the  renewed  patent. 
Then,  I  say,  it  is  an  enormity.  U  is  such  a  prop- 
osition of  irgixlation  as  perhapa  never  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Congress  ot  liie  United  States  be- 
fore. 

Sir,  in  ordinary  ca^es  what  are  ihe  solemnities 
to  be  pursued  ?  An  inventor  goes  to  the  Patent 
Office,and  files  his  claim  and  specification.  What 
else?  He  has.  solemnly  to  avouch  for  the  fact, 
that  in  his  opinion,  he  is  the  true  and  original 
inventor.  He  files  an  affidavit  of  that.  If  any 
other  person  sees  fit  to  come  forward  and  contest 
the  originality  of  his  invention,  he  baa  a,  right  to 
do  so,  and  'a  contest  for  priority  takes  place,  and 
it  is  deciiled  on  the  proofs.  But  here  this  bill  pro- 
vides that  these  men  shall  go  before  the  Patent 
Office  and  file  their  claim  and  specifi^cations,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  whatever  they  can 
prove  is  embraced  in  their  claim.  I  have  shown, 
(hat  according  to  the  admissions  of  these  men, 
they  may  go  back  not  only  eighteen  years,  but 
twenty-two  years,  and  have  a  patent  for  all  which 
they  may  allege  waa  contained  in  the  model, 
which  w^  burnt  long  agio.  Let  me  ask  what 
security  is  there  to  the  public. 

The  Senator  froni  Michigan  made  a  great  deal 
of  sport,  as  he  supposed,  in  regard  tawnatl  said 
about  stopping  reapers  on  the  western  prairies. 
Why,  sir,  I  can  stand  at  iny  door  at  home  in  bar- 
vest  time,  and  be  within  the  sound  of  many  reap- 
ing machines.  Men  on  those  prairies  have  in- 
curred the  expense  of  buying  harvesting  and 
reaping  machines;  but  did  they  ever  think  iilbuy- 
ing  one  of  Moore  &  ^ascall  a  machines  ?  Ho, 
sir,  they  have  not  got  one  of  them. 

What  IB  proposed,  as  is  now  shown  by  the  tea- 
timony?  It  is  proposed  by  Moore  &  Hascall 
themselves  to  lie  s'tin,  to  keep  quiet,  lo  alio  w  otlier 
patentees  to  come  in  and  perfect  their  patents  and 
secure  their  righia,  to  say  nothing  about  their  own 
patent,  to  let  people  buy  other  reapers,  and,  at  last, 
when  they  have  secured  an  extaoaion  of  their  own 
patent,  they  will  break  in  on  the  community,  and 
without  furniahing  reapers  themselves,  will  stop 
the  operationa  of  others,  or  levy  black  mail  on 
them  to  a  greater  extent  in  value  than  they  could 
ever  realize  by  making  and  selling  such  inachiniBS 
as  theirs.  This  is  sworn  to,  as  their  intentioo-; 
and  yet  I  am  told  that  when  1  said  so  before,  I 
made  an  assertion  as  broad  and  uii^eaaonable  as 
would  be  an  assertion ^hat  all  matter  would  go  to 
wreck  to-morrow. 

But,  sir,  there  is  something  further  upon  the 
(juestion,  not  only  of  what  they.olaim,  but  of  the 
intention  with  which  th^  make  their  claim.  In 
spoiking'Df  the  machine,  the  Senatdr  from  Mich- 
igan said: 

"  It  eoold  only  be  tlted  in  harvest  time,  and  Senators 
who  are  seqaainied  with  grSni  growinig,  will  see  It  would 
ooly  be  tried  while  the  wheat  was  St  to  0n»h." 

Now,  Mr.  President  and  Senators,  let  me  beg 
of  you  to  take,  in  connection  with  what  is  here 
ssiti,  what  I  asserted  befpre — that  thia  machine 
Was  worthless,  and  never  would  be  manufactured. 
I  stand  by  the  assertioo,  and  will  endeavor  to 

grove  it.    But  what  is  the  stat^ent  here?    The 
enator  further  says: 

"With  (he  cradle  you  btgin  a  week  before  the  wheat  Is 
ready  lo  thresh ;  but  with  this  machine  you  cannot  operate 
null  tlie  wlieatie  ready  to  tbresb,  because  It  cuts,  threshes, 
aod  eleans  «p  at  once.  For  ibis  reason  the  time  daring 
wbicb  the  machine  u»b«  opeated  iai^dHeed  lo  ten  days, 
or  two  weeks  at  tbe  outside." 

If  there  was  no  other  objection  to  this  roachins 
than  what  is  here  mentioned  by  the  Senator  him- 
self, it  would  be  deemed  by  every  farmer  and 
miller  in  the  country,  who  knows  his  business,  to 
be  utterly  worthless.  Who  ever  thought  of  puttiof) 
off  the  harvesting  of  his  grain  until  it  is  ready  ta 
thresh  ?  If  it  mu^^t  be  ready  to  threah  before  you 
can  operate  with  the  machine,  all  must  be  so  ready. 
Suppose,  now,  that  you  have  a  field  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  upon  which  you  are  to  enter;  suppose 
it  is  all  ready  to  thresh  to-day — that  is,  it  is  dead 
ripe,  ready  to  fall  off;  you  set  in  With  your  thresh- 
ing-machine, and  you  find  that  before  you  come  to 
the  last  it  will  have  fallen  out.  NotwithstoBding 
this,  the  Senator  asserts  that  the  fanner  gets  mors 
bushels  of  grain  by  this  process  of  iutnrasling 
than  he  can  in  any  other  way.  But  he  says  thai 
with  the  cradle  you  can  commence  before  the  grata 
is  dead  ripe.  If  the  Senator  does  knowanylhing> 
about  farming,  I  wish  him  to  psy  a  little  attention 
to  this.  If  he  ever  owned  a  m^l.  or  knows  a»y^ 
thing  of  milling,  T  wish  he  would  pay  attention. 


Let  him  inquireof  any  flour  merchant  or  miller  in 
tbe  world,  whether  he  prefers  whent  cut  when  it 
is  deatl  ripe,  or  cut  before  that?  The  miller  wiU 
tell  him  that  be  wanu  it  cut  before  it  is  dead  ripe, 
for  then  it  makes  better  flour,  and  there  is  mors  of 
it.  Besidea  that, everybody 's  comtnoq  sense  will 
ten  htm  at  once,.tliatif  wheat  be  dead  ripe  before 
you  commence  lo  harvest  it,  the  last  muai  be  fallen 
out  before  the  machine  reaches  it. 

Take' this  in  connection  with  what  I  said,  and  it 
shows  clearly  that  this  machine  must  be  worth* 
less,  aod  that  it  ia  not  the  intention  to  maiuiCssr 
ture  it,  but  to  fall  back  ^n  claims  contained  in 
other  reapers  which  are  alreiulr  io  the  bands  of 
the  farming  QoqiiiHUiJty, and  if  thssenen  can  moke 
thorn  pay,  it  will.be  profit  enougti  for  them,  with- 
out putting  them  to  the  annoyance  and  troiible  of 
making  machines.  I  hsvealrwdy  said,  and  I  shall 
prove  it  before  I  eondode,  that  it  does  require 
|1,600  to  build  one  of  thess  machines,  and  does 
take  aixteen  horaes  to  work  one  of  them.  What- 
ever may  bathe  intention  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
and  I  do  not  speak  of  his  motives,  I  ask,  is  it  not 
appdrent,  from  their  owta  adrhissions,  and  fVom 
the  facts  in  the  ease,  tbatHbssc  men  desire  an  ex- 
tension of  thsir  patent  in  order  to^  make  money 
out  ef  the  investments  tit  others,  and.  not  out  it 
their  own  exertions?  I  said,  when  I  was  speak'- 
ing  on  a  {nrevtons  day,  that  when  it  was  first  in- 
trodnosd  into  Congress,  it  did  not  contain  a  pro- 
■vision  giving  them  what  is  given  by  (he  pr^em 
bill,  aiut  I  snowed  a  copy  of  the  bill  teilhe  Senate 
at  that  time  to  sustain  tMtt  asscrtien.  The  Sen- 
-ator  firom  Michigan,  speaking  on  that  point,  said: 

"Tbe  Senator  says  there  is  o»e  portion  of  this  bill  that  is 
wiTMig,  because  it  seeks  to  leaew  whatever. was  containea 
in  tbe  <  model,  drawings,  or  liplieiflcalloiisj'  Instead  of  say- 
ing ■  the  model,  drawl  ag,  and  speciAcaiioiM.'  I  draw  the 
attenUon  of  tbe  Senate  lu  Ihia  fact,  because  I  want  liie  biH 
understood.  1  want  it  to  meet  svecjr  ol(|eetion,and  I  wish 
to  have  the  judgment  of  Senatora  On  Ibis  qursiion  alter  It  ia 
Ihorooghly  leaicd  and  mderatood.  If  It  will  not  bear  tbe 
llgM  of  exainlnalion.  At  be  It  ftom  na  to  ask  them  ta  paa 
thehill.'' 

Sir,  that  is  ikir.-  Ths  Senator  Says  he  is  will- 
ing  to  submit  die  matter  to  examination,  and  if 
the  bill  will  not  bear  Ait  test  of  examination  and 
scrutiny,  he  does  not  wont  to  have  it  passed. 
Then  1  address  this  inquiry  to  the  Senator:  if 
what  he  says  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  speech 
is  correct,  that  all  these  men  seek  by  this  bill  is 
relief  from  any  objeoUofi  of  abandonment  which 
might  be  made  on  account  of  the  time  which  Bos 
elapsed  since  they  first  presented  to  their  case  now, 
why,  I  ask,  is  this  peculiar  provision  put  in  the 
bill  at  thij  time?  Was  it  any  less  necessary  at 
first?  And  why  is  it  now  incor6orated'  into  this 
bill  ?  There  is  something  about  niis  matter  that  I 
wish  to  get  at. 

The'  Senator  says  he  wants  the  fhHest  scrutiny. 
Wsll,  I  ask,  why  has  the  provision  to  which  I 
haT* referred,  been  put  in  since  the  bill  was  first 
reported ,  if  not  for  the  purpose  of  resorting  to  oral 
testimony,  which  will  not. only  go  back  eighteen 
years,  as. I  said  before,  but  twenty-two  years,  to 
enable  them  to  show  what  was  contains  in  ths 
model,  which  haa  been  burnt  up  for  eighteen 
Tears?  I  can  aee  no  other  reason  why  it  should 
nave  been  put  there.  I  can  see  no  otW  beneficial 
lise  which  it  could  answer.  It  must  be  for  some 
purpose,  or  else  the  Senator  would  be  willing  to 
have  It  Stricken  out.  1  ran  see  no  other  purpose 
w.hieh  it  ia  to  answer  than  the  one  I  have  men- 
tioned.' If  the  model  by  which  Moore  &,  Has- 
call ore  lo  be  coiicloded  in  their  claim  Was  in 
ezistenee,  there  would  not  be  so  much  harm  in  it; 
but  it  is  not  in  existence.  Has  it  been  exhibited 
to  a  member  of  Congress?  Who  has  seen  it? 
Who  can  tell  what  is  in  it?  Can  anybody  else 
who  has  patented  a  reaping  machine  say  whether 
the  model  these  men  are  going  to  bring  "fVom  the 
vastv  deep,"  contains  important  points  in  their 
machines  or  not?  No,  sir;  it  would,  however,  be 
the  moetconvenient  thing  in  the  world  for  men 
who  are  lying  loW,  as  they  say  they  are,  an4 
seeking  an  extension  of  a  patent,  to  bring  forward 
a)icb  a  model  OS  no- mortal  man  ever  saw,  if  theyt 
could  only  get  same  one  to  s«i«ar  Ws  had  seen  A 
twenty-two  yean  sga>  wiU>  these  vary  importsnt 
parts  in  it.         . 

Bat  the  Senator,  Tn  his  reply  to  me,  says  wkat  I 
th\Bk  is  rather  unjuat.  He  chatgea  in|e,  by;im^ 
(iliostion,  with  censuring  the  CMnmis^nct'bf 
Patenu,  with  itiMnvf  that  he  .vUi  sot  frond' 
utently,  and  will  not  be  gorcrned  by  the  rigM 
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and  justice  of  the  case.  Sir,  there  is  no  neceasitjr 
fbr  preaumio?  any- such  thing  against  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pattnis.  I  do  not  presume  it.  He 
has  to  decide  according  to  the  proof  before  him, 
whether  it  be  false  or  true.  If  these  men  brio?  up 
MAimonjr  to  show  that  in  this  iekd  model  there 
were  certain  features,  then  thisbiti,  if  passed,  \|ri)l 
maka  it  his  imperative  duty  to  take  outstanding 
patents  from  everybody  S)se,  and  tb  give  the  ben- 
efits over  to  Moore  St  Hoscall ;  and  if  given  to 
then,  they  can  reap  the  benefit  of  them  in  a  much 
inore  prontable'  Way,  by  making  others  pay  the 
cost,  tnan  by  paying  it  themselves.  Th«Senator 
from  Michigan  on  this  paint  said:  " 

"The  bill  (iropM^  to  give  them  an  exiension  for  sach 
lOHOOvenenn  M  timy  made  in  perAieting  It.  WhyU  this 
neoesMiy '  Wiltaom  tba  proriaion,  Ue  exMoaion  ia  good 
for  notliipg." 

If  the  bill  did  not  give  them  the  improvements 
they  have  made  in  the  mcaDlime<  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  says,  il>  would  be  gsod  for  nothing. 
Ifowi  let  me  inqnirrsgaiii,  if  tlwciteDHon  woald 
.be  good  for  nothing.  What  is  the  veaaon  for  it  ?  It 
ia  Because  their  onginri 'machine  was  good  fbr 
nothing.  Then,  to  ma^  it  good  for  anything, 
they  hsv'e  moide  improvements  in  itj  and  eonas-. 
quently  tbesa  improvements  mast-have  been  mueh 
mors  uupgrtant.  (than  the  original  machine.  If 
they  are  so  much  more  important,  why  did  not 
these  men  go  to  the  Patent  Office  when  they  got 
up  any  improvamentof  value,  give  the  coiranimity 
notice,  and  obtain  a  patent  Ibr  it,  and  then  lettM 
community  have  the  benefit  of  the  improvement 
by  the  use  of  the  improved  machine.'  But  no,sir, 
they  jay  still  during  the  whole  time  these impror*- 
ments  were  running  on — fourteen  years — while 
others  were  complying  with  the  law,  who  lived 
thousi^s  of  miles  Crom  them,  and  were  going  to 
(he  Patent  Office  and  getting  patent  rights  for  their 
impKAvemenis. 

I  say  they  lay  atill  for  this  great  length  of  time, 
until  rights  were  vested  in  others,  saying  in  the 
mean  time  that:  they  were  waiting  to  have  their 
own  patent  extended  by  Congress,  and  that  then 
they  would  oo^a  down  on  thosa  whom  they  con- 
sidered infringers  of  it.  It  is  trite,  than,  that  but 
for  the  improvements  which  are  to  be  covered  by 
the  renewed  patent,  this  renewal  would  be  good 
for  nothing  to  these  j;enilemen.  That  is  admitted 
hy  the  Senator  from  Michigan  in  his  speerJi;  and 
consequently  they  are  Iff  m  relisyed  from  aban- 
donnunt  of  their  riehts,  not  only  here  but  before 
the  E^itent  Office.  ^oiv,,Mr.  President,  we  have, 
upon  another  importantcass,  a  report  from  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
a  doctrineis  laid  down  thattoochcs  (his  very  point. 
Senators  will  recollect  the  celebrated  Woodworth 
planing  machine  case.  Coneress  waa  asked  to 
renew  the  patent  for  that  machine.  In  the  report 
of  tha.House  Conw«ittse  on  Patents  on  that  case, 
they  hold  this  hioguage  in  regard  to  the  aujeslivn 
of  abandonment;  I  think  it  sound  la,w,  and  c«iMs- 
quently  I  quote  it: 

"  Gvea  irhe  had  sctually.invenKd  Oil  that  it  embcaeed 
in  Ihe  reiuue,  the  omluion  to  claim  It  at  any  lime  duriai 
theTourteen  years  was  an  abandnnment  to  Iha  public  of  aU 
Which  he  did  not  elmoee  to  embrace  In  hia  oricina!  patent. " 

Such  is  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  committe* 
in  that  ca^  that  whatever  a  patentee  abandoned 
to  the  puoffc  during  the  term  of  his  original  patent 
was  dedicated  to  the  public,  an^  couliTnot  be  re- 
called. The  Senator  told  us  in  one  port  of  his 
speech  that  all  these  patentees  asked  wa^  to  ba 
relieved  from  this  difficulty  of  abandonment.. 

But,  sir,  in  order  to  show  that  it  was  not  by  the 
fault  of  Moore  &  Haacall  that  the  model  was 
burnt,  the  Senator  from  Michigan  said; 

"  The  office  took  Are  and  bumi  ups  and  is  that  buraiof 
theae  men'a  model  waaconaumed.  They, Iherelbie, moat 
produce  another  model,  and  must  reaori  to  parol  evidence 
(o  ahow  Ita  identity,  (a  tbere  any  other  way  knoNvn  by 
which  Ibey  can  aecure  other  evideoee.  Oertsialy  not. 
Then  where  i<  the  danger  >  If  yon  give  men  what  they 
have  actually  invented — for  the  bill  titoits  them  to  that — 
what  they  are  the  Hrat  and  actually  inventora  of,  has  any- 
body elae  aright  toll.'  I  a«k  Uie  nueailAa,  bw  anybody 
a  right  to  what  Ihete  men  isventedf" 

I  soy,  yes.  Others  have  a  right  to  what  they 
inventad,  if  thssamen  didnoclet  the  public  know 
that  they  invented  it.  Suppose  that  nine,  or  ten, 
or  fiftasD  years' a^ these  men,  living  in  Michigan, 
invented  something,  and  a  man  living  in  Rock- 
bridge county,  Virginia,  at  that  time  shouM  have 
come  forward  and  patented  a  similar  invention. 
JffUi  yo«  say  he  is  not  entitled  to  (he  benefit  of 
^j|^  p^ent  imafufa  thsy  invented  the  same  thing; 


or  will  you,  after  a  lapse  of  fourteen  years,  pass  a 
bill  to  set  aside  the  patent  of  the  first  patentee,  and 
vest  his  rights  in  ons  who  abandoned  everything 
which  he  Could  claim  from  hia  Invention .'  Then 
I  tell  the  Senator  that  there  may  be  others  who 
are  entitled,  even  to  the  detriment  of  his  own  con- 
stituents; for  if  they  have  not  followed  up  their 
rights,  according  to  the  law,  they  have  abandoned 
them,  and  it  is  contrary  to  public  policy  that  they 
should  be  permitted  to  take  them  back. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  something  more  to 
be  inferred  from  this  language  of  the  Senator.  He 
says  "  they  therefore  must  resort  to  another 
model,  and  musttesortto  parol  evidence  to  show 
its  identity.'"  Isnot'this  an  admission  of  the 
uncertainty  of  what  we  are  to  rely  upon  under  the 
bill  ?  He  says  these  persons  must  bring  forward 
another  model,  and  must  resort  to  oral  testimony 
to  show  its  identity.  Is  it  a  ^fe  course  of  legis- 
lation to  depend  upon  the  failing  memory  of  man 
in  regard  to  traneactions  which  occurred  eighteen 
or  twenty  years  ago .'  Would  the  Senator  act  upon 
any  such  foundation  as  that  in  the  prudent  man- 
agement of  his  own  aflfairs  ?  I  think  not;  but  still 
he  asks  Congress  to  do  it,  and  it  is  for  Congress, 
in  its  wisdom,  to  determine  whether  it  will  do  it  or 
not.  Let  me  remind  the  Senator  also,  that  he 
commits  a  great  error  when  he  supposes  there  is 
no  other  way  to  do  this.  He  asks,  "  Is  there  any 
other  wav  known  by  which  they  can  secure  other 
evidence'" 

7es,  sir,  let  me  tell  him  there  was  another  way; 
and,  if  he  will  examine  the  patent  laws,  he  will 
find  that  there  was  an  act  of  Congress  passed  ex- 
pressly to  meet  such  esses,  which  enabled  these 
gentlemen,  as  far  back  ts  1837,  to  go  forward  to 
>e  Patent  Office  and  deposit  another  model;  and 
it  was  their  daty  to  do  it;  but  it  does  not  seem  to 
have  suited  their  convenience.  It  appears  to  have 
been  more  convenient  to  them  to  let  the  inatter  be 
for  fotitrteen  years,  to  let  the  model  go,  and  to  act 
as  if  they  did  noi  care  about  it;  and  then,  when 
McCormick  and  Hussey,  and  others,  have  made 
improvements,  and  have  patented  them,  to  come 
forward  and  say,  "  These  are  all  Moore  &  Has- 
call'8,"and  ask  us  to  legislate  them  inio  their 
possession,  and  for  their  benefit,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  community.  Then  1  tell  the  Senator  there 
Was  snother  motfe  by  which  his  constituents  could 
have  supplied  Ih^niselvea  with  testimony  which 
we  eoula  now  look  at;  for  if  they  had  redeposited 
their  model  ih  the  Patent  Office,  we  could  send  for 
it,  and  hare  it  produced  here,  and  see  what  con- 
flicts there  were  between  that  and  other  machines. 
But,  sir,  the  Senator  said  further: 

"  Here  ia  andtfier  Tact  lo  which  I  will  reCef  in  tbie  con- 
nection. 1 1  these  men  were  of  the  character  thai  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconain  seeka  to  aaUafy  the  Senate  Ibey  are— 
mere  blood  aockan  upon  ike.pnNlacIng  oeaamaBliy— Ibey 
would  have  gone  ou  and  patented  Ihoee  liUJe  invantionafiir 
iinprovemenia  aa  faat  as  they  made  them.  They  would  have 
done  what  haa  been. done  by  some  others  in  tbia  country, 
whom  I  eoiiM  name,  who  ate  undertaking  to  get  great  klit 
belbre  lb*  eganauoily,  and  every  two  or  three  years  are 
taking  oiit  patents  for.a  part  of  the  ideati^al  maclilne  orig- 
inally patented.  But,  air,  I  can  tell  the  Senator  from  Wia- 
conain  that  there  Ma  wide  diatincUon  between  iliese  Indi- 
vtdoaia  sad  aome  ofhera.    They  are  honest  men.  *' 

That  is,  M<X)r*&Hascall  are  honest  men,  and 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between  them  and  others. 
To  whom  did  he  evidently  allade?  Mr.  McCorrdick 
is  referred  to,  and  it  is  made  a  matter  of  cSensurt 
against  him  that  be  redeemed  the  credit  «f  his  coon* 
try  atthe  WorWh  Fnirat  London.  While  Moore 
&  Hascall,  like  sloths,  were  loafing  in  Michigan, 
he  was  there  struggling,  with  his  money  anohis 

Snius,  trying  to  sustain  the  honor  of  his  country, 
e  was  one  of  those  who  redeemed  its  name  at 
that  fair,  and  now  th<  Senator  censures  him  for 
having  endeavoured  to  get  ecl6t  for  a  machine  so 
aseliil  as  his.  The  Senator  censures  him  for  doing 
(hat  for  which  the  world  considers  him  as  entitled 
to  their  credit  and  esteem ;  the  exertions  which  he 
made  to  perfect  a  machine  which  saves  so  much 
labor  in  the  main  pursuit  of  life,  that  of  acquiring 
the  bread  of  life.  Yes,  sir,  an  invidious  distinc- 
tion is  made  between  him  and  Moore  &  Hasrall. 
It  is  said  that  Moore  &  Haacall  are  honest  men, 
and  the  Senator  intimated  plainly,  if  notdisUnctly 
Said,  that  McCormick  is  a  scoundrel. 
'  What  else  did  the  Senator  say  in  r^ard  to  him  ? 
He  says  he  was  one  of  that  kind  of  blood-suckers 
who  has  been  running  every  year  to  the  Patent 
Office  to  obtain  new  patents'  for  new  improvements 
and  inventions.  Yes,  sir,  he  has  done  that,  and 
it  is  the  first  ttiQe  I  ever  heard  an  honorable  Sena- 


tor censure  one  of  his  fellow-eitizsns  for  obadienca 
to  the  law.  '  Is  it  otherwise  than  commendsbla 
that  he  should  have  followed  the  Uw?  Would 
the  Senator  have  had  bim  lie  still,  like  his  con- 
stituents, and  go  on  and  maks  improvements  awt 
boost  to  witnesses  brought  sjtainst  him  that  he 
was  only  waiting  for  a  renewal,  to  come  down  on 
those  who  were  using  other  machines?  Would 
that  satisfy  the  Senator  that  he  was  a  moral  and 
honest  man  ?  Yet  such  is  tbs  category  of  mea 
wh«<  are  held  up  here  in  eonttaat  wiui  Cyms  H. 
McCormick,  because  he  obeyed  the  law,  and  did 
not  seek  to  obtain  a  dishonest  advantage  over  the 
farming  community,  »r  over  other  inveotors.  He, 
according  to  the  Senator,  is  a  blood-SDcker,  while 
the  very  men  who  are  lying  by  and  eodaavoiing 
to  suck  the  blood,  not  only  of  McCormick,  but 
of  the  whole  farming  community,  are  koocst! 
For  my  part,  sir,  I  commeitd  Mcdonnick.  I  say 
the  country  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  him  and  Samuel  Colt,  and  Stev- 
ens, Hobbs,  and  Powers,  Ood  only  knows  what 
would  have  become  of  the  ccpiMatioa  of  die  coon- 
try  at  the  London  Fair.  Yet  MeCoraiek  is  de- 
nounced, is  held  up  in  comparison  with  other  dmo 
who  have  done  nothing  for  the  commontty,  and 
is  considered  as  a  dishonest  man  in  compauiMa 
with  them  I 

From  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator,  men 
would  be  led  to  suppose  that  McConniek  Nved 
immediately  in  the  neighborhood  of  Moore  A 
Hascall,  and  that  he  was  there  pryine  into  their 
movements,  seeing  what  tbey  invented  from  tiou 
to  time,  and  then  running  off  and  securing  patents 
for  their  improvements.  Let  the  Senator  be  eas- 
did,  and  tell  the  Bsnau  that  McCon»k:k  lived  in 
Rockbridge  county,  in  the  State  of  'Virginia,  when 
he  obtained  his  patent.  He  first  (wmmenced  la 
mannfiicture  his  machines  in  New  York,  and  it 
was  not  until  a  recent  day  that  he  got  to  be  a 
neighbor  of  MoOre  &  Hsscall.  He  is  now  man- 
ufacturing his  machines  at  Chicago;  and  (here  it 
was  that  he  heard  for  the  first  time  that  Mooie  4 
Haacall  were  in  existence  as  the  pateniees  of  a 
reaping  machine.  McCormick  was  not  their 
neighbor.  He  was  not  watching  them.  H«  was 
not  enderiVoring  to  steal  or  piraia  trmm  tbem  what 
they  were  inventing.  He  waa  an  inTcstor  in 
Virginia  as  far  back  as  1834,  and  as  late  aa  1&43 
he  obtair^  his  last  patent.  Never,  up  to  that 
time,  as  I  am  assured,  did  he  know  there  were 
such  men  in  existence  as  Moore  &,  Hascall. 

It  may  be  well  for  the  community  to  take  wars- 
ing.not  to  obey  too  strictly  the  laws,  for  it  may 
be  thathereafier  the  doctrine  of  theSenator  will  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  greatest  amount  of  diaobedicoce 
to  law  will  constitute  the  highest  merit.  Certainly 
if  that  should  ever  become  the  standard ,  thetc 
constituents  of  his  can  claim  a  high  place,  for  they 
have  paid  no  atlcntion  at  all  to  the  law,  ootU 
others  have  made  what  are  claimed  to  be  valaablc 
inventions,  and  then  they  come  forward ,  by  the 
mouths  of  sworn  witnesses,  and  say  that  as  soon 
aa  tbey^can  get  the  advantage,  they  will  ass  it  oa 
these  patentees,  and  tiic  public. 

Now,  sir,  we  come  to  somethii^  rei^  definite 
from  the  lips  of  the  Senator  himself.  I  hope  I  do 
not  misunderstand  him;  and  that  I  may  not  mis- 
interpret him,  I  will  give  his  own  language: 


■■The  Senator  from  Wisconain  may  well  tell  the  i 
that  he  ia  perfecUy  willing  that  their  origiiial  puaat  ahall 
be  extended  for  Uie  crude  and  imperfect  machine  A»  whidi 
they  look  out  a  patent  in  1836.  He  may  ssyso,  becauae 
Ihwe  ia  no  claimihal  the  orlglnsl  patesi  of  I83>  aDNalbtas 
with  cartels  otAardUma  which,  hat  Ibr  Oie  aeealsoraoas 
men,  would  not  trouble  the  Seoais.  I  witfi  Benalsis  ■> 
Hiidersiand,  that  If  Moore  ft.  Hascall  aimply  asked  Ibr  aa 
enenaion  of  their  original  paieni,  men  who  baVe  aaade 
$!W0,Sll0of94a0JI«toatortkeif  tavenlioa*  would  ■«»< 
hare  lo-day,  bguMag  ihis  hill  «a  this  iseoatesteA  Thenia 
the  eanae ;  there  Is  the  difllcully.  I  say  these  people  iht 
well  say  they  do  not  object  lo  Ihe  exleaakoa  of  the  ongiaal 
palenli" 

Thus  it  appears  now  that  it  is  proposed  to  i 
a  paientwhich  doesat  present  interfere  wiihi 
other  patent.  The  Senator  says  I  may  weU  say 
that  I  am  willing  that  the  patent  of  fSS6  may  M 
renewed,  because  that  does  not  conflict  vitb  any 
other  patent  right;  but  he  says  that  if  ve  grant 
a  renewal,  so  as  to  include  the  improvements  for 
which  the  extension  ia  sought,  it  will  conflict  with 
the  rights  of  others;  and  he  wishes  to  takeaway 
the  rights  of  others  and  hand  them  over  to  Moore 
&.  Hascall.  Sir,  when  did  the  Senate  ^same  the 
right  of  deciding  questions  as  to  the  priority  of 
invenUoo?    When  were  tl^ey  converted  ioto  a 
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eonrtfortuch  a  purpose?  There  waa  a  some- 
what  analai^ous  case,  known  aa  the  other  case, 
broaeht  before  the  Sennte'afeW  years  ago.  Il 
was  tllin proposed  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
^e  use  ot  the  article  bf  the  Uftfteil  States,  to  the 
individual  who  had  a  patent  for  that  discovery, 
lind  who,  so  far  as  I  know  and  beliere,  is  the  ac- 
tual discoverer  of  anesthesia.  Biit  so  soon  as  a 
Senator  (Mr.  Smith  J  rose  in  his  place,  and  made 
it  known  that  there  wasanothe^claimant,theca8e 
immediately  went  out  of  (he  Senate,  and  whs 
never  passed'  upon  in  that  form.  The  Senate 
would  not  for  a  moment  take  cognizance  of  the 
question  of  who  was  the  original  discoverer;  and 
when  the  question  came  back  a^in,  the  proposi- 
tion was  in  the  form  of  leaving  it  to  a  Judicial  tri- 
bunal to  decide  who  waa  the  origined  discoverer. 
But  (he  Senator  says  that  ia  what  is  done  here, 
that  it'ia  proposed  to  leave  it  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents,  or  to  the  court  to  whom  an  appeal  may 
be  taken  from  hia  decision,  to  determine  who  was 
the  ori^nal  inventor.  Sir,  when  the  Cominis- 
aioner  is  to  decide,  and  when  the  appellate  court 
is  to  decide,  on  such  pinof  as  we  have  seen  must 
Meeesaarily  be  the  o^y  proof  that  can  be  produced 
Itere,  What  security  ia  inefe  for  the  decision  which 
they  will  give?  What  aecurity  is  there  to  any- 
body— not  only  the  makers  of  other  reaping  ma- 
ehines,  but  those  who  are  the  users  of  them  i  It 
appears  to  hie  that  it  isabaurd  to  sappoae  that  this 
would  not  interfere  with  other  claims.  And  wh* 
would  -be  the  sufferers  f  N'ot  only  those  whose 
claims  are  interfered  with,  but  every  person  who 
ia  usingAneoF  these  machines;  for  nobody  would 
have  a  right  to  use  them,  unless  he  had  obtained 
tlta»r)^fipom  M^ore&  Hascftti,  who  aienbw  to 
become  the  patenleea. 

-Th«  Senator,  as  I  skid  before,  makes  tiport  of 
theideaof  Mopping teaping  machines.'  He  says 
OnH  wilt'  neter  be  such  a  procediire,  and  he 
yotlehet  for  Moore&Rascttll  that  nosoch'thfng 
wiH  be  done.  I  am  not  aware  of  how  he  knows 
this,  but  oerteinljr  (hey  hav^  told  a  difRrent  story, 
as  the  sworn  testimony  shows;  for  itipp^rs'fVom 
that,  that  they  were  6nly  Waiting  for  this  fortu- 
nate event  to  show  what  they  would  do.  I  wili 
ttBk  the  Senator  if  he  does  nOl  corl(!ede;'andir  he 
4o<ii<not  give  me  an  answer,  T  will-ask  any  laWyti' 
in  the  Senate,  that  'if  this  patent  be  redewetfto 
Mooredb  Haseall,  «ind  theitaeWed  palemia  made> 
to  embnice  the  iiiipOrtant  pArt«  of  machines  now 
h)  U(W,  can  they  not  institute  proeeedinga  against 
(hose  using  them,  and'sueh  procebdiqgb  as  will 
■top  their  use?  'if  the  Senator  fiai'evtr  coVn- 
tatncii  a  suit  for  Ihe  infHBgement  of  a  patent 
whilst  the  infrlnpertient  was  going  oh.,  1  will  ven- 
ture to  say  he  wllliadmit  that  one  of  the  first  steps 
he  took  was  to  procure  an  injunction  against  the 
further  use.  In  ordinary  cases,  afkeran  injunction 
is  obtained,  If  the  stoppage  of  the  business  Would 
(nvolve  graat  loss,  a  receiver  ia  appointed;  tl)'e 
busiiwsb'goM  on;  and  the  (troceeds  are  paid  or  it 
«B  the  CouH  may  'finHlly  decree'.  Bvery  patent 
lawyer  krtows'ihat;  and  yet  Ihe'StntaUir said  to 
me  the  other  day,  and  to  the  Senate,  thatnoaueh 
onMicdure  eoulo  be' taken.  If  he  knows  what  1 
btn^t'eh*  firast  1ia«e  Icnown,  be  waa  aware  that 
it  could. 

I  com*  now  to  sbme  more  apeeifie  denials  of 
trhat  1  alleged  th«  «ther  day;  and*  I  wish  the 
Senator  to  give  h  his  attention,  if  he  pleases.  The 
next  dental  that  he  makes  is  of  a  most  empbatie 
charaeier.  I  asserted  that  this  machine  cost 
^^SUVto  mantifactvre  it,  and  that  it  reqiMrea  a 
csam  of -aiiiteen  horses  to  draw  It.  What  mfr 
tlte  Senator  opon  that  sultieet: 

"Again,  ifis  BenniAr  w» Kcem  $\fiO0  to  buiM  <Me  «f 
rhew  iniiRlifnMi.    So  Mr  rmnt  that  beln(t  (he  ««M,  Il  cnMs 
liattMn.   TiNre tea  mlaiakear ^I^SM,  aesfly (wolMrd* 
of  Hieasloalrtoa.   I  aa-speakiag  Oiatwlileh  i  knew." 
*      .    •         -•-  • .        *..■•■         • 

f<  This  Duwhioe,  sa  fkr  i^ia  uklni,aiue««  hgraenviakn 
but  twelve;  ao  Tsf  from  coaling  $l,6<)0,  it  ca>ta  bat  !|6M; 
■n4  Mr.  Moore  hfit  opintoti  that  improve mcntf  can  be  miule 
ia  lbs  laairaar  of  baiidin«  41,  as  Uiai  be  ean  b«M  It  at  a  coat 
•rnotomrVtWi  vay  liteeaaanihM  a  alBgleihnalilaf 
macblne  now  coaia," 

Tberc-is'an  anphatia  iaflirabelaireen  llwStnator 
and  ma  en  an  aaaartioaaf  mine,  1  wiU  ask  bin 
if  hephias*  any  eonidaneein  whatalat^  colliugua 
of  bis  in  iha  HouMiaf  fiapresentatives  [Mr.  BmI'.I 
nya.  i  presume  ha  dbea.  We  wereintbclMbitaf 
bcbevinc  Mr.Bael;  aitd  i  never  beard  JiiSTcnnty 
Mticd  in  question  by-any  ami  and  I  will  yentare 
to  aay  that  the  honoraUa  Senator  from  Midugan 


will  not  do  it.  Let  us  iiee  what  Mr.  Buel  said 
when  advocating  this  bill  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.    He  said: 

"  But  this  machine  iueir  lively  eipenslye,  being  worked 
by  tixieen  hones,  tnituearljr  S3l>,6tK>  bave  Iwen  expended 
iDlai,aperatiei&'' 

Bat  that  is  not  alt.  The  same  witlteMes,  his 
own  neighbors,  who  were  sworn  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  give  us  fsadmony  upon  this  subject.  I 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  the  testimony 
of  one  who,  much  as  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
dots  know,  knows  more  than  he  doea  about  the 
matter.  I  bring  the  testimony  of  the  man  who 
swears  that  he  operated  the  machine  for  five  years, 
1  bsheve.  However,  I  will  read  the  testimony, 
and  flee  what  it  is.  Let  us  hear  whta  the  very 
man  employed  by  Moore  &  Haseall  to  operate' 
the  machine  saya: 

"  TMa  deponent  hat  b«<>n  ftiinlllar  wlib  all  the  opemtlona 
of  Moor*  k,  Haseall^  barveating  aiachlnca  In  Mieblgan, 
aad  only  dva  of  said  macbino*  bave  bean  aasd  ia  aaid 
State.    Thia  daponnni  further  auitea,  that  the  wMiut* 

filaced  on  snij  machine  \>y  said  Uiram  Moore,  when  oner- 
□g  10  sell  (he  eame,  was  never  Ickr  than  $1,60U.  Thia 
d^ioiKal  nirilm  stalaa,  thai  the  macblne  kibresaid  reqOIrea, 
ia  lia,oparaUea,  a  iTRn  of  slxieea  taoiaaa." 

Now,  will  the  Senator  from  Michigan  tell  me 
again  that  1  waa  otistaken?-  His  denial*  brought 
rarth  the  production  of  this  teatimony.  I  had 
heard  that  the  ttHia  oould  be  proved,  and  I  made 
tba  atatement,  thoU(h  1  did  not  reikr  to  the  testi- 
mboythen;  and  Ibe  Senator  was  peculiarly  un- 
fortanate  in  taking  an  issde  with  me  in  the  man- 
ner he  did.  Here  ia  the  pvoof  of  the  very  man 
who  worked  the  maehine: 

"Th«aMcliUiex>peiaiad  Ibr  several  yaan  oast  by  me, 
Ifei*  4(p«B«ai,i»ike  most  peifeal  ta  aU^Ua  parlor  all  «ho 
harvesting  ioa|cltineB  ibaii  have  known  coiiatriieiad  auder 
Moore  &  flascoli's  patent." 

Before  that  he  atalea;  .     -        ■ 

'>TM»  d*f»feaat.*lsiW*  that  Hiiam  -Maon,  In  lb*  year 
1836,  CDt  for  him.  Ibis  deponent,  three  acres  of  wheat 
with  lbs barvesliiig machine aforeaaid,  beingihe  llrsi acre 
thai  bod  ever  been  cut  wllb  said  macblne.  Tbia  deponent 
1Ms  b^mi  fkmllisr  with  sold  iMTveating  maebine**  opera' 
tiofii.  I  a  the  year  1844  I  eontraeted  with  Hiram  Moore  to 
ran,  anVdld  nin,'bl*  barVMilnr  owebine  ihroagb  ihe  bar- 
rest  ;  and  from  that  Ume  to  1845  I  run  a  harvealiag  nia~ 
chine  or  iDael)i|w«  fqt  said  tjliua  Moore  i  and  In  1846  I 
bulltahnrvettnitimehlpefOrsald  Hiram  Moore  and  my- 
•«r,'and  IHtVe'bbMimledioraii  said  uaelilfe*  every  bar- 
voMaptD  ilwpmsent  Uate^" 

I  tMlltMt  tH»9MtiHtt-lf  he  ever  did  aamttch-os 
that?  and  yet  he  teHs^us  that  be  knows  all  about 
il.  He  haa  sten  it  operate,  and  can  teli  as  that  il 
takea  but  t welvettor«es;  and  yet,  it  tbe  Same  time, 
he  tells  OS  that  it  will  take  eight  horsea  to  operate 
a  threshing  maehine.  H«  tnis  us  that  il  wiU  cost 
bat  1600.  FVom  the  testimony  of  lihi  own  eol- 
■league  we  sA  that  it  is  very  expensive;  and  by  tbe 
sworn  witness  Who  manufactured  one,  we  Kre  told 
that  Mobre- never  pretended' to  estimate  ita't-leM' 
than)l;6eO.  The  Senator  then  says: 
«  Talk  sMmt  aleppinl  re*)ienin  dwbarveiltlleMsarihe 
coaa^ryl  That  anuwcM eaanM  te'loaebeM  wllb  logic, 
beoaaae  ibere  to  nobegtsningaad  noentf  to  it.  These  men 
eipresaly  said  in  Ibeir  orifioal  paientMal  they 4M  hot  dalM' 
ihaiKV«qiioaara,llKsaUngiaaebMie.  SaabaMCbiaesMbve 
been  used  for  yeoa.  Kaboitar  hoMs  a  potest  l<>r  (beat  aow. 
Ttley  do  not  claim  It.  They  dp  aot  claim  to  be  Ike  iavemora 
oC  *  ttiMimf- mat.  11iey4oa«tclalai  tob«4beiaveatareof 
aiahr. .  Tmt  itn  not  claim  whs  ih«lav*«w*af  tbe  con- 
wtaaalf ,  hy  wbicb  iWa  maebiHSiy  )»  aiopalled.  Bui  Ibef 
claim  thai  Ihay  have  combined  these  thresblng  powers  and 
cleaning  power*  with  certain  cutting  apparaMs  which  Ihoy 
Have  Invanied,  »m  aa  loaacare  a  psieinaMe  aioeMiie.  Why, 
air,  talk  oMai  stapling  iMeahlag  inai:linaa,and  aloppint 
ioaaiag  miill*,  apd  Hovfiiat  ttsfws  I  The  tluiif  is  a«al>- 
sardfty." 

Th«  SanatOTs  M  a  lawyec,  knows  that  it  could 
be  itoncit  if  tkwMMld  once  arrogate  to  tbemaelves 
tbMcngliU.  HedjdDot  refleawhepheoaidthat 
it  was  an  jtbaucdity.  If  be  ever  .broiigbt  a  patent 
wit,  I  aak  if  he  did  aoU-oktjufi  an  iojunotion  to 
atop  the  machine?  E^vary  lawyer.in  the  Senate, 
who  has  .ever  commeoced  a  patent  suit,  knows 
that  if  he  charges  a  machine  with  infMr.gins  a  pat- 
ent, l)e  caastofiiiia  operation.  £v.ei[y bodyluiows 
tiMU.it  ia  one  of  tbe  aimplaat  oparationato  obtain 
an  injunction  nniler  the  patent  hkwa  of  tbe  United 
States.  Certat|ily  be  know*  it.  i  repeat  what  I 
said  then,  that  in  i;he  large  fields  of  giaia  in  tha 
wcateni'aoantryiiia  injury  could,  be  more  calami- 
tons  than  to  ihs'fltrmera  m  the  midst  of  harveat. 
It  would  strike  more  terror  and  tonatemation  into 
tha  mind  of  the  public  then  than  anything  ^e 
ceoid  do.  If  suoh  a  thing-  aould  be  enfersed,  it 
would  do  morereal  inji^rytfaan anything  else  which 
could  badone;  but,  sir,  it  eouU  not  lot  enforced; 
it..wMrid.«oiifa*(tiBl*MM(lk  ladawWMradb'lian* 


call,  their  agents,  and  their  counsellors,  and  their 
attorneys,  if  they  undertake  that  game,  to  coma 
with  the  most  potent  force;  for  1  tell  them  that 
they  will  meet  with  a  force  there  hardy  and  stern 
in  opposition;  and  they  never  can  ijaflict  this  irre- 
parable injury  upon  the  agrieullurista  of  the  West, 
until  the  men  there  become,  baaer  cowarda  than 
they  have  yet  shown  themselves  to  be.  Then  the 
Senator  makes  us;  of  thia  language: 

"Then  Is  ao  doabt  about  one  Hrfoc,  aad  I  do  not  seek 
l»  disguise  It  here ;  and;  aa  the  Senator  bos  given  roe  aotlce 
thai  be  ia  goiag  very  extensively  info  this  argumeHI,  I  will 
soy  to  him,  that  If  be  otaooies  to  loaeb  that  branch  of  the 
■luwtion't— 

What  branch?  Why  that  branch  which  treat* 
of  the  cooflia  between  Moore  &  Haseall  and 
Mr.  MeCormiek. 

"—I  shall  be  dellgbted  lo  meet  him,  not  on  aeeoont  of 
any  particular  p(0wess  that  J  claim  for  mynelC,  but  because 
'truth  is  mighty,  and  will  prevail;'  and  is  nowhere  more 
certain  to  prevail  than  in  the  Senate  of  tile  United  States. 
It  is  not  denied  tliat  other  individuals  do  claim,  iii  respect 
tn  the  cutting  apparatus,  what  Muore  k,  Haseall  claim. 
Hussey  does  not  claim  it.  As  I  said  belbre,  there  is  no 
oolllalaa  wkh  Buaaevlsmaehiae." 

Hare  m  a  bait  thrown  oat,  i  suppoie,  to  the 
Senatora  frsm  ■  Mai*yland  to  k«ep  them  quiet. 
They  ore  notlomake  any  Aias.  They-«re  to  let 
MaoreAMaaeall  get- their  patent.  Thvreis  no 
oonfildt  with  Hiuaey;  and,  thasefort, tha Senator* 
&om-Mfiryla«idafalolieperfoetly*tiH.  "Letthem 
do  so,  ^nd  let  thia  patent  be  exiendad/and  they 
will  see  wliat' will  tieeome  of  Hussey  *s  rights.  I 
will  say  there  ia  no  more  conflict  between  Hus- 
sey and  MoCorniiek-  thMitbtr*  ia  between  Mc- 
Gottnick  and  Huasey  and  tbeae  men. 

<<  Aa  I  soM  balhre,  Oteib  i^oa  cflllislofr  with  Rnssey's 
ntacbine;  hut'ibSTe  are  person*  i»  Ihe  aoantry  who  hav* 
sDught  10  obtain  glory,  repuOtf  on.aDd  tilal  over  the  inven- 
tions oTMoon*  R  Haseall,  and' Ifusaey.  I  will  ask  my 
Mend  from  Maryland,  FMr.  Pciscc.]  If  he  has  time  to 
hiok  low  it  and  he  will  lliid  that  Haneyicanoriglnal,  Iras,' 
andi  iiwiiinrlaHs  invaoinr,  enliUed  to  lb*  UiaiA*  m  Ilia 
wbole  agricultural  community. " 

I  donotldeny  it.    MeCorntiek  does  not  deny  it. 

" He. will iind  Maere  lii  Haseall loh* ortka *aaM  class.: 
Bat,  sirrhe  will  And  <bat  tbemkn  ,wbo.  went  lo.England, 
and  aoagl\t  to  carry  offeyeryihing  by  eclat,  ha*  never  inveot- 
•tt'a  macbine  of'tbls  cbaracur  at  all," 

He  has  not  named  this  gentleman.  He  1^* 
beep  alluding  to  him,  though,  as  the  man  who 
was  trying  tp.get  ecM  in  Eoglajid.  Then  hegoe* 
on  further  to  aay: 

■  "  He  luia  Invented  noUilng.'  J  do  not  aeek  to  tnvolvo 
myself  In  any  controversy  about  other  machines  ;  but  I 
dare  meet  the  Senator  on  fills  pe^iit.  I  speak  on  Ibis  quea- 
Uoa  lomy  MI*«-Sasst*i*A«ia  with  aJtalafeeliog^br  this 
reooon:  Moor*  A  Haacalt  have  expended  830,000111  Inveot- 
ing  the  only  machine  that  will  operate.  Tliev  are  the  sola 
inventors  M  the  sickle  appHtrd'ai  thev  apply  ft — in  a  marr- 
iMTHiatl*  worib  bnyihiiif. '  McCbrffliek^nMahlae  wIM 
not  work  «M«s«he«an  use  M.oa«s  ih  Hsaoall>B  sieUe." 

There  McCormick'a  nameooauta  for  the -first 
time. 

Let  me  *ay  (o  the  Senator  that  I  accept  the 
chaHehge,  and  I  will  furnish  him  with  the  benefit 
of  his  patent.  1  have  a  correct  copy  of  it,  certified 
by  tbe  Patent  Office.  There  [bauding  it  to  Mr. 
STDAar}  Aa  copy  of  tbe  patent  issued  to  Moor* 
&  HascatI  in  1£86.  I  ask  the  Senator  tp  show 
me  in  that  the  sickle  that  is  now  claimed,  and  [ 
will  show  it  with  more  minute  specifications  in 
McCorraick's  patent,  dated  1834,  two  years  bf»< 
fore.  I  will  tell  the  Senator  another  thing.  Hia 
man,  Moore,  in  the  Seyinour&  McCormick  case^ 
awore  that  he  invented  the  sickle  in  1835,  and  that 
it  was  included  in  his  patent.  When  he  swora 
that,  the  court  forced  him  to  produce  the  patent} 
and  whet)  it  was  produced,  there  was  nothing  of 
the  kind  ii>  it.  How  do  I  prove  ih^?  I  prove  it 
by  no  less  names  than  those  of  Samuel  Stevens, 
of  Albany,  {few  YoiJc,  by.  Cbork*  M.  Keller,  by 
Samuel  Blatohford.  and  others.  They  stale,  in  • 
paper  which  I  have  in  my  hand,  that  Moore  sai 
swore;  and  that  when  hiflrpateat  wo*  demanded  of^ 
him,  it  wo*. apparent  to  the  court  that  hs  hod 
sworn  to  what  was  not  oonlained  in  his  patent. 
There  it  is.  i  sabmit  it  flsr  the  benefit  of  the  Sen-, 
ator.  But  I  have  more  Hvidence  on  the  aabiect. 
A.  great  deal  has  been  furnished  to  me.  I  Savsi 
hese,  beeidea,  ttie  models,  on  a  small  scale,  of  all 
the  different  cutting  apparatns  that  have  been  usei 
by  any  of  these  gentlemen,  and  not  one  of  them 
is  like  that  of  McCormiok'a,  and  it  eannot  b* 
shown  tbat  tb*y  are.  And  I  will  tell  the  Senaton 
now,  tltat  be  may  ohrim  the  idanticarai^Ue,  if  he 
pteaaaa,  that  they  have,  and  he  capiiot  cat  i  stall; 
of  atraw  witb-fc. .  H«  aright  jafi.t  a*  i^d\  ttttft  % 
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knife  and  ^o  through  the  field  and  anempt  to  cut 
it  down  without  holding  one  end  of  the  straw,  as 
<n  cut  with  Moore  &  Hascall's  sickle  without 
McCormick's  combinations.  Such  a  thing  was 
never  in  Moore  &  Hascall's;  and  their  patent, 
vhen  produced,  rhowed  that  nothing  was  con- 
tained in  H  of  the  kind. 

But  the  Senator  come*  now  to  sum  up  the  case, 
OS  it  were.     He  sajrs: 

"Now,  (Ir,  what  do  I  a>k  in  this  Ulir  I  iiik,  and  I  ap- 
pnal  la  ai/  rellow-8enatnn  if  it  U  iiM  hlr4o  itaete  con- 
atjtnenu  iif  mine,  Ihat  tl)(*y  sluH  have  IravK  tti  go  in  Uie 
ratetil  Offiee,  and  file  i|  flpcclAeaiion  of  what  tliey  claim 
tn  be  thif  original  iovemnra  ufi  thai  Urn  Commlaaioner  of 
Paientit  •Imll  ihen  give  noiice  lu  the  whol«  worM  (hattbaae 
IhJRga  are  claimed,  so  liial  Hu«9«.v/  and  McCormick,  and 
Atkinson,  and  anybody  and  everybody,  may  cotnf;  in,  and 
«*>«  wheihnr  Noorc  &  Hajoall  are  the  original  inwntnnt  of 
lhf«  machine  or  not.  And  now  let  me  .Inquire,  wtaal  doea 
the  srguinenl  of  ibe  £*enalor  rrom  Wisconiiin  go  to  allow? 
Either  that  there  will  be  an  inveatigalinn  whlctl  will  be  fair, 
and  will  aecnre  to  Iheae  men  wliat  belongn  tn  them,  or  else 
that  the  Henaic  haa  to  roine  to  the  coticluidon  that  the 
C'~mml»iiionerorpaienU  am)  the  Judge  of  the  court  to  whom 
the  appeal  may  Ik  takau,  are  not  ealitled  to  ilia  comuion 
eonfldence  of  the  community.** 

Did  1  ever  take  any  such  posittiMi  >  Nsver.  It 
ia  an  vahir  inference  from  ray  argamml.  I 
suited  that  such  proof  might  be  prod%i«td  ihattb* 
most  iiawest  and  astute  inan  in  the  world,  whether 
as  Commisaioncr  of  Patents  or  judge  6f  th«  court 
•f  a{>|)eals,  would  Hare  to  be  governed  by  it  to  an 
•xient  that  wotikl  amouot  to  a  fhuid  upon  the 
eommaBity  and  other  inventors. 

<■  What  roam  ia  there  for  iheae  aweriHni  ileclanilloas 
sod  denunciation*,  when  the  bill  i»  guarded.'*' 

Wonderfully  guarded,  sir?  They  are  to  have 
all  that  appears  in  (h*  model  made  as  far  back, 
the  Senator  intimates,  as  IS32;  all  lhat  appears 
in  a  model  that  was  burnt  eighteen  year*  ago,  and 
which,  though  it  might  hiive  been  supplied  sev- 
enteen years  ago,  they  never  have  supplied.  They 
are  to  have  what  was  contained  in  that  model , 
which  he  does  not  produce,  which  he  doss  not 
show  to  the  Senate,  which  he  docs  not  show  to 
anybody,  but  which,  after  they  get  the  bill  passed, 
they  will  brii^  forward;  and,  if  thky  plea8c,.they 
can  bring  it'  forward  containing  everything  that 
goes  to  constitute  any  reaping  rnaehine,  whether 
patented  by  anybody  else  or  not. 

The  Senator  says 


■■  r  repeat,  Mimre  it  Haaeall  muat  prove,  sceordlnc  to 
I,  that  they  are  the  originai  invenion  of  evenrihtng  mey 
claim,  or  they  cannot  hare  tbe  exteaalnn.    What  ■•  the 


effect  of  it .'  I  mean  to  be  Ihir,  mi  I  will  sute  a.  ii  <t  la 
tape  oU  ^u€dion  of  ahanJanmetU  to  tkne  man  wkiU  M«y 
hat  hMKafftfibig  to  OMfren;  that  Is  all." 

Bear  that  in  mind.  Here  i«  an  assertion  that 
all  that  is  asked  by  this  bill  is  to  relieve  these  gen- 
tlemen from  an  abandonment  fVom  the  time  they 
•Mde  application  to  Ckingreas  up  to  th*  prsssnt. 
We  shall  see  presently  whether  that  is  all. 

He  aays,  further: 

"  They  have  been  allies  IB90  nrgingCongreaa  to  paaslhls 
Ullt  aaddieHierslotesoftanedas  not  to  allow  Miiaiinw 
to  be  pleaded  aniuat  them,  and  thereby  to  make  out  an 
Sbandotimentoriheir  inventiona.  Tltai  ia  the  whole  tiling, 
and  it  ie  all  thrra  la  of  it.    Ik  tljerS  any  reason  againat  it ."' 

We  have  seen  whether  this  is  all.  We  have 
teen  that  not  only  for  the  purpose  of*  improve- 
ment eon  they  have  everythirlg  they  have  invented. 
Whether  patented  by  others  or  not,  from  the  time 
6f  the  invention  Mp  to  1850,  bat  they  can  go  back 
(o  the  first  existence  of  the  model,  and  prove  that 
by  Oral  testimoqy,  what  was  contained  in  that 
Vy  way  of  original  paitent,  and  then  upon  the  lop 
orthai  all  improvements  made  since  1836.  The 
Senator  says  the  object  is  ^o  save  all  question  of 
abandonment  to  these  men  frhile  they  have  been 
applying  to  Congress.  |Is  says  "that  is  all." 
Is  that  all?  We  shall  see.  Let  us  s*e  what  else 
i^esays:  ^■ 

<•  Tiip  only  point  In  diapnie  Is  ss  to  that  aiellle.  I  aay 
MeOivmick  holda  a  patent  fbi  h  ranninglbr  fourteen  ysars 

That  w*"  nina  ysara  ago; 

"We  cia|p(lliathebaanurl|ihtH<it.  We  claim  lhat  It 
U  an  invenilnBOf  theae  men,  and  ihat  they  aas  eiAllled  to 
il,  siui,oui[ht  loAave  I4ic  emotuisenui  (ftosving  nut  of  it. 
Thebiliprnpoaef  JO  p^HieiB  in  a  condiiipf  wii|!re  Ihey 
^;tn  conteat  that  aneatiou,.  They  cannot  cuiiiest  it  now. 
Bnpimse  Mm«  man  haa  a  suit  with  |f  cCnrniicK,  and  proves 
Aat  Mqon  li.  tiaaeall  inveiiird  Ma  aisMe ;  he  delUis  Me- 
(f^ors^icfc,  but  doaa  not  halp  Moore  d^  Hswiill." 
,  Weaeewbetberthsrelirf frtwu^abandonraent 
4uria^  Uut  time  they  have  been  appi^^iag  to  Con- 
ureas  ia  the  tahola  dbsect.  We  ace  tiiat,  so  £ar 
firom  that  being  ail  they  ssk,  tbay  himo*  to  go 
back  nine  years,  and  snatch  and  grab  from  the 
l^ltot  of  MeCoraiJcic.  «f  )/a«5,  dia  /uektet    Po 


not,  then,  let  the  Senator  say  that  the  going  back 
to  the  time  of  their  application  to  Congress  is  their 
whole  object.  He  has  admitted  himself  that  it  is 
to  meet  the  abandonment  of  at  least  nine  years  in 
regard  to  that  sickle.  That  we  have  from  his 
own  lips.  There  it  is.  It  is  in  your  speech,  air. 
It  will  be  recorded  in  the  Glebe.  It  will  go  to  the 
country  that  that  is  what  you  claim.  The  very 
leaal,  in  tbe  time  of  the  abandonment  of  that  sickle 
for  which  you  seek  relief,  is  niu  ycara.  Yes,  it 
ia  proposed  to  put  them  behind  McCormick's  nine 
years  ago.  Why,  Mr.  President  and  Senators, 
what  has  taken  place  in  lhat  time?  How  many 
hundreds  and  thousands  have  got  these  raapera 
within  that  time?  That  is  the  cutting  machine  of 
the  country.  Every  man  who  Cnds  a  difficulty 
io  procuring  manual  labor  haa  ooe  of  theea  ma- 
chines, or  one  of  Hussey 's;  ant)  while  that  is  the 
case,  it  is  proposed  to  let  the  modest  Moore  A, 
Hastutll ,  those  men  who  are  contrasted  with  others 
because  they  are  honest,  go  behind  a  patent  which 
was  issued  nine  years  ago;  and  yet  the  Senator 
who  advocates  tbe  bill  says  it  is  only  to  mtet  an 
abandonment  of  the  time  during  which  they  have 
been  before  Congress.  This  language  is  vary 
•mphatio.    He  says: 

"The  anly  point  In  diapnie  la  a*  M  Ihar  alaMe.  f  ny 
MetJortnick  bolda  a  patent  ninning  for  fottilffcu  ysara ^iom 
1845.    We  claim  Uiat  he  haa  no  riglu  w  it."  . 

Why  did  they  not  maks  that  claim  befora  the 
Patent  Office,  when  McCornuck  was  seeking  to 
obtain  a  patent?  Why  did  they  not  interfere  iriifa 
I  him  then,  and  show  that  he  had  not  tha  priority 
of  invention.  They  were,  foraooih,  too  modeSL 
Tbey  were  not  blood-nueksni.  They  were  not 
such  blood-suckers  as  to  seek  the  protection  of  the 
law  for  their  rights.  They  did  not  seek  that;  but 
they  afterwards  come  into  Conerras  for  an  exten- 
sion to  compete  with  men  who liad  complied  with 
the  law.  That  is  the  ugamaDt.  Tha  Senator 
says,  again: 

"  McComick  is  making  reapen  aniler  two  poieola,  eae 
of  which  ha  took  out  in  liM6,«nil  which,  aa  I  claim,  la  C>r 
the  aicWe  that  Moare  fc  Haaeall  cuinnwncrd  uaingin  1638. 
But  he  look  It  out  in  1846,  and  it  baa  Ibuatea  yean  from 
that  lime  10  run." 

Will  ^00  bear  that  (n  mind,  that  he  took  oat  a 
patent  in  1845  for  a  sickle  which  Moore  &  Haa- 
eall commenced  using  in  1836?  From  hia  awn 
lips,  then,  here  is  an  abandonincnt  from  which 
they  are  l«  be  relieved,  running  through  a  period 
of  eighteen  years — a  period  not  only  of  nine,  but 
of  twice  nine.  And  is  the  Senate  aaked  to  pass 
auch  a  bill  -aueb  a  nefarious  bill,  as  I  say  it  is  > 

But  there  is  an  important  matter,  in  ciinclusion, 
hare,  which  is  thrown  out  by  way  of  arcument; 
and,  Mr.  Preaident,  it  would  be  a  moat  admirable, 
argument  before  a  jury  in  tbe  gorge  of  some  mouo- 
taia,  by  one  who  natf  never  seen  a  law  book,  or 
heard  a  lawyer  speak.    The  argtiiTient  ia  this: 

"  They  csihmi  eoniest  it  bow.  Suppose  same  man  has 
u  auit  wilb  McVormick,  and  proves  Ibat  Moore  fc  Hss- 
call  Invanted  tb«  aickle;  be  defeats  McCoimiek,  but  docs 
net  help  Moore  k,  Hsscail." 

Why  do  they  not  help  Moore  &  Haaeall? 
Simply  because  Moore  &  Hsscail  do  not  man- 
ufaaure  the  machines.  If  (hey  invented  thesickle 
as  far  back  as  183C,and  hail  gone  to  work,  aa  men 
of  public  spirit  ought  to  have  done,  Ihey  would 
have  manu&ctured  the  machine,  and  then  let  Mr. 
McCormick  aae,as  he  would  have  done,  I  assure 
you;  and  theni  I  apprehend,  if  they  had  shown  a 
priority  over  him  of  nine  years,  ani  if  they  had 
proveil  what  the  Senator  aaid,  that  McCormick 
had  no  rights,  they  could  go  on  and  roanufkctnre 
under  their  own  rights.  This  argument,  then,  is 
Atllacioaa.  The  simple  reason  why  they  cannot 
benefit  themselvea  by  a  contest  of  this  kind  is, 
that  they  do  not  manufacture  the  machine  them- 
selves, but  only  step  in.M  witnesses  for  others 
who  ate  infrii%er«  and  pirates.  The  Senator 
fiirther  says: 

f'Now,  air,  after  orovtdlBg,  as  the  bill  doe»,  fbr  ihia 
ranewst  and  ruenalon,  upon  e<mi|4«ta  ezaminatian  by 
wiuieastabefnts  tba  Commiaaioner  «f  ratestat  altar  pi»- 
viUint.aaUdaea,  tir  aa  appeal  aaia  all  other  coats,  spppoae 
a  paieiii  b«  granted.  Tbe  question  is  atUI  left  open,  pefore 
iba  coaiu  of  the  Unltad  Sutea,  Whienever  the  partiea 
choose' to  lyy  ft.bMweeii^anre  It  Hawaii  arid  MaCer- 
naeic.  or  aaybody  eM,  sate  vl>o  ia  the  origiBal  inventor. 
What  i^|uc]r,ttaall,  can  be  doof  by  ibU?" 

And  I  will  say  the  qaestrap  it  open  now.  Let 
Moore  A  Hascall  fo  Io  work,  if  Ihey  plaMe, 
and  ma'nufaotura  this  laschine;  and  H  they  art 
soed,  and  can  show  priority,  they  will  defeat  the 
niMiMrhaaHafhain.    Thoy^  can  go  «n  aod  aaiM)* 


facture  the  machine  if  they  will  eatabliab  their 
priority, which  we  all  know  ia  a  sufficient  defenaa 
upon  a  patent  suit.  Therefore,  the  argument  ia 
thw  particular  falls.  Buithey  are  not  contented  witit 
the  rights  that  they  have.  They  muat  come  ber« 
and  ask  Congress  u>  aet  itself  up  aa  a  judge,  antl 
decide  who  has  priority,  or  at  leaat  relieve  them 
from  eighteen  years  aliandonment,  and  give  them 
a  hearing  before  the  Patent  Office,  to  teat  the  <)aca- 
tion  with  men  who  have  had  patents,  undiaputed 
upon  the  points  named,  for  the  last  nine  years. 

I  come  DOW,  sir,  to  where  1  wish  to  put  a  qucar 
tion  to  the  Senator  from  Michigan.  It  ia  ona 
somewhat  personal  to  myself.  I  find  this  aiogular 
declnration  in  his  speech: 

'•  Now,  air,  I  ask— and  i  ask  it  with  some  son  of  eoafi- 
dence,  and  not  a  llille  of  feeling— If,  when  tli*  Seaaie  of 
the  United  Slatea  is  preaented  with  a  bill  which  ia  aimpff 
to  pat  ibcaa  nan  mi  a  I'ootinf  wNh  others,  which  ia  to  give 
Ibem  a  paieal  for  what  tbey  aball  actually  ptovv,  altaraosiea 
and  full  lieariiig,  that  they  origioaily  ioTentcd,  it  can,  with 
propriety,  Im  Characterised  as  an  ennrninss  propoaition? 
s*ir,  I  know  aemeibing  about  Ibis  mailer  i  I  know  a  Hill* 
ahoet  ib«  aicaacies  1 1  know  a  IMe  Bbrtst  the  prapeltiag 
power ;  aiid,ai(,  I  can  sot  m  yoa  that  1  know  on  aoMS  aob- 
jiKis  a  little  moie  than  I  wiab  to  know." 

Mr.  President,  the  Sanauir  lohl  ua  a  great  deal 
about  what  he  did  know.  He  has  at  last  eoi»* 
to  something  which  he  knows  thatbaiaaonyfor. 
I  wish  to  aM  him  thia  quealion:  Doaa  he  intend, 
by  lhat,  that  he  knowa  anything  in  connection 
with  myself  and  thia  matter  -that  ha  impotaa  aa 
ii;s  honorable? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wiH  say  to  the  Senator. aa 
I  said  to  him  in  the  outset,  that  I  do  not  propoaa 
to  be  catechissd,  and  to  answer  his  qucationa 
while  he  haa  tha  floor.  Whan  he  gela  through, 
if  1  Ihiok  it  necessary  to  rs|>ly,  I  wUl  aatwar  that 
among  afl  hia  other  questions. 

Mr.  WALKER,  i  have  no  right  to  prtnmadmt 
the  Senator  intended  to  make  a  personal  inainua- 
tion.  Cowardt  and  knaves  only  flo  that.  Moaof 
couri^a  and  of  honor  speiUi  out  what  they  aseaa 
of  a  pcraonal  character.  I  class  the  Senator  with 
the  brave  and  magnanimous;  and,  cooaequently, 
i  have  no  right  to  infer  againat  him  that  h*  meant* 
personal  imputation;  but  this  much  1  will  say,  aa 
to  every  ana  any  one  beneath  the  canopy  of  G<>d'a 
heavea,  such  achargt  cannot  by  implicaiiaa  w  by 
\  axpreaa  language  ba  made  without  the  perpetration 
of  a  matt  damnable  falsehood;  and  by  lhat,  sir, 
I  do  not  intend  to  refer  to  the  Senator  mm  Hichi' 
gan  apecially;  for  1  tay  I  d«  not  place  him  in  tha 
category  of  thoat  who  make  atich  eharcea  by  in- 
sinuation. I  have  heard  him  on  this  fioor  oftoi 
enough  to  knew  that,  when  he  intcntla  a  ptawonai 
insinuation,  he  will  apaak  right  out;  and  I  farprefar 
it  from  him,  or  from  anylmdy  eiss,  to  a  sly  in- 
sinuation. I  should  not  have  put  the  ^cation, 
but  that  I  bad  heard  some  others  aroodanng  what 
Mr.  Stdart  mtant. 

Now,  in  regard  to  these  agencies,  aa  I  havt 
ajrfady  taiif,  J  have  never  aten  an  agent  of  Mr. 
McCormick.  Ha  haa  never  aent  ona  to  ma.  If 
he  had,  he  ahould  never  have  apokan  to  me  agaiit 
himtelf;  but  having  no  agentt,  having  no  biialiaga 
hanging  about  him,  I  have,  from  the  eomrasnoe- 
ment  of  thia  matter,  given  him  a  full  opportuoity 
to  inform  itae  in  reganito  hit  own  righla,  and  to  en- 
lighten mein  regard  to  my  own  and  the  righta  of  my 
fellow-citizent  in  Wiaeonsin,  I  haveiodulgadhim; 
and  sines  the  cbaigea  were  made  by  tha  Seoolor 
the  other  day  againat  him  in  ao  broad  lorras, 
denouiicing  me  mr  trying  to  soalain  him,  and 
denouncing  him  for  having  obeyed  the  law,  ha  haa 
furnished  me  with  the  most  ample  proof  to  joatify 
every  opinion  I  had  formed.  1  am  proud  to 
stand  by  his  rights  when  osaailsd,  aa  he  has  no 
position  here  to  defend  himself.  I  am  prepared 
with  testimony  tenfold  what  I  have  brought  for- 
ward to  sustain  that  man,  to  sustain  hia  aelioB 
in  favor  of  himself  and  in  favor  af  hia  ooonUry; 
and  if  that  be  wrong,  let  the  Senator  herald  it  to 
the  world.    For  my  part,- 1  say  I  am  proud  of  it. 

I  now  hand  over  to  the  Senator  the  teatimtmy 
of  the  witnesses  and  the  pateat,  which  I  oay  did 
not  contain  in  1896astpccifieai:)aim  for  thenckle 
as  is  contained  in  McCormick's  patent  of  1884.  I 
will  fomish  him  with  any  other  taatimony  whidi  I 
have  qiMtad.  I  will  furmah  him  with  aeopy  of  Ua 
apesch.  1  will  faraiah  hit*  trith  anything  of  tha 
kindtand  letbimnowredeetthatttofaraalnMUla 
aay  atatcmenia  which  ha  dtinad  on  a  prcTtoita 
ocea^eiis  I  bavetubmiHed  the  proof  for  them, and 
if  it  'i«  not  tatiafaetory  la  tha  Staala,  I  have  aniBa 
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Mr.  STOART.  I  am  very  far  fron  diairing 
to  detain  the  Senate  here  with  a  diacuuion  which 
night  be  very  appropriate  if  the  cause  were  on 
trial  baTore  a  court,  and  with  nota  very  intelligent 
jury  to  decide  opon  it,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing 
that  the  queatiba  shall  npw  be  eubioitted  to  the 
Scnatar^s  to  the  enerowneot  of'  the  bill,  without 
laying  one  word.  With  all  rcapect  to  theSenaiof 
from  Wiaconsiiit  I  lutve  beard  nothing  which 
make*  it  oectasary  to  add  to  what  I  eaio  before, 
t  stated  then  what  1  state  now,  and  I  have  the 
papers  here  to- show  that  Moore  &  Hascall  dis- 
claimed., in  their  paleot>  when  ibey  made  their 
0|)pUeation,all  right  to  an  invention  of  a  threshing 
machine,  or  for  a  fanniiig  mill,  or  foranything  of 
that  Sjort.  They  simply  claim  to  have  invented  a 
rael  and  aickle.  1  believe  the  Senate  are  dispoied 
to  take  a,  vote  at  this  time;  I  will,  therefore,  not 
detain  them. 

.  The  bill  was.  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment;  and  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to 
be  eogroaaed  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Walker 
called  for  tiie.  yaas  and  nays;  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  DQUQUIlS.  If  tke  veu  ia.  to.  be  Uktn 
now,  i  have  only  .a  (cw.worde.to  aayon  thequea- 
tion.  I  have  no  ferling  upon  it  one  way  or  the 
other.  .  I  do  not  know  the  parties,  I  only  regret 
that  harsh  thinsi  have  been  said  of  a  constituent 
of  mine,  whom  I  believe  (o  beasery,  worthy  man— > 
Mr.  McCormick.  1  do  not  think  imputations  upon 
hi*  character  can  be  justly  made.  In  regard  to 
the  controversy  about  the  renewal  of  these  patents, 
1  ilo  not  scs  my  way  clear  to  vote  for  any  of  them 
when  the  patent  has  expired..  My  ground  of  ol>- 
jection  is  ihin  I  see  no  power  under  the  Consti- 
tation  to  reinvest  in  an  individual  a  right  which 
has  been  vested  in  the  public.  Before  ■  patent 
expires,  and  while  it  is  still  privf  tc  ,property,  it  ia 
very  probable  that  Congraas  has  the  power  to  con- 
tinue it  as  such,  under  the  provision  in  the  Con-, 
■tituiion  which  authorius  the  securing  of  iheright 
fgr  a  limited  time,  to  inventors;  but  when  that 
period  of  time  has  expired,  and  the  right  to  use  it 
la  .vested  in  theipublie,  every  man  then  haa  a  right 
to  invest  his  capital  in  it,  and  when  the  pubiichaa 
thus  become  posaesaed  of  it,  and  mannlactiiring 
establishraenta  have  grown  up  ft>r  the  manufac- 
ture of  machines,  and  large  amounts  nf  capital 
have  been  invested,  1  doubt  whether  there  ia  any 
c«i)atitutiooal  power  in  the  Qovernmeot  to  divest 
that  right  and  to  render  that  capital  valueless.  I 
•ee  no  power  under  the  Constitution  to  renew  a 
patent  which  has  expired,  or  to  invest  a  r^ht  in. 
an  individual  wifieh  haa  pnnriouf|ly  vested  tn  ths 
public.  For  that  reason,  on  this.constitutional 
ground,  I  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  rsnewine 
any  pauntin  aqy  eaae  where  the  period  for  which 
i^  waa  issued  haa  ejcpired,  There  are  grounds  of 
expediency  connected  with  this,  butl  rest  my 
Tote  on  this  on*  ground,  withoui  going  into  thn 
arirumcnt. 

The  question  beiag  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  engroesment  of  the  bill,  resulted — yeas  13, 
naye  SW;  aa  followa: 

TBAS— Mente.  Aleklaen,  Badger,  Caw,  Fnot,  Huilln, 
RnuMon,  i*BHM,  JaihoMtn,  Mallocy,  Norrir,  TtaeniaMn  of 
KeniMcky,  im><I  William*— ta. 

KAY8— Memra:  AdiiinB,  Alten^Rvard,  Benjamin,  Bmd- 
bni,  Clayton,  DawMxi,  mz'm,  DMg*  of  Iowa,  Ikinflai, 
Evsof,  PMaaodaa,  Klib,(3«?er>  Httaiar,  Roc&irall,  Sew- 
ard, Sliwit,  Wade,  and  Walker— JM. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.- STUART  first  voted  "aye,"  Bot  before 
the  rrsult  was  announced,  saidi  Inasmuch  as  I 
•hail  move  to  reconsider  the  vote,  I  change  my 
TOte  and  vote  "  no."  1  hope  I  shall  be  able  to 
get  Senators  to  understand  the  question. 
'  The  result  having  been  announced, 

Mr.  STUART  said:  I  move  to  reconsider  that 
YOte.  If  the  Senate  desire  it,  I  will  go  into  the 
discussion  of  the  question  now^  and  I  am  entirely 

Ered  to  do  ai^»if  it  is  desired;  but  i  waa  in. 
that  the  Senate  would  have  been  fuller,  and 
lieta  would  have  been  a  full  investigation  of 
tiie  case. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  say,  if  the  Senate  desire  to 
reconsider  that  qaeation  I  will  i>raosed  now,  or  I 
am  wilUnx  to  poatpone  tta  conaideratioB< 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Cloee  it  up  now, 
.Mr.STjgMT.    Ia%ge«t«hatXh)ivfalrM4y 


said,  thai  I  coneider  thia  coaa  to  be  one  of  the 

plainest,  if  the  facts  can  be  presented  to  the  Senate 
and  Senators  wi^  take  occasion  to  look  at  them, 
that  ever  waa  preaented  anywhere  upon  a  question 
oif  justice.  I  shoi^d  like,  when  I  proceed  with 
my  remarka  on  the  subject,  that  it  soould  bedQne 
with  a  full  Senate.  The  Senate  ia  very.thin  to- 
day It  was  difficult  to  obtain  a  quorum  on  the 
vote  which  has  jusl  been  taken. 

Mr.iBAOGER.  -1  suggest  to  theSenatorcither 
to  move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  hia  mo- 
tion uoiil  to-morrow,  or  withdraw  itnov,and  he 
can  make.it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  aware  that  I  can  do  that 
to-morrow,  but  I  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that 
is  not  entirely  fair  and  proper,  and  according  to 
the  wishea  of  the  Senate.  The  subject  ia  one  in 
which  1  feel  a  ereatdeal  of  interest,  and  which  1 
conceive  myself  perfecily  able  to  explain, 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  move  thai  the  motion  lie  on 
the  table. . 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
ia  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr..  WALKER.  .  That  motion  can  be  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  called  iu>  again,  I  sup- 

Sose,    I  presume  the  molio.n  of  the  ^nator  from 
Torih  Carolina  ia,  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
lie  on  the  table.  .     . 

M  r.  0 A  DGERw    Certainly. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  motion  ia  not  debatable, 
and  if  I  were  to  projwse  to  take  it  up,  I  ntigfat  not; 
be  able  to  explam  anythingabout  it,  a«,  the  Sen- 
ate might  reruse  to  lake  it  up. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  ipovs  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of.  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
t;ntil  to-mnrrow. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement.. I  waa  at  a  loas  ho.w  tjO  vote  on  the' 
?uestion  of  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  becausa 
had  not  heard  the  discussion  upon  it.  I  lefiUy 
deeire  to  .vote  underslandi.ngly ;  and  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  hear  what  maybe  eaid  further  on  th«  sub- 
ject, "  I  think  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Senator' 
fi'om  Illinois  [Mr.  DoirotA*]  is  one  which  should 
bear  with  a  great  deal  of  force  upon  the  question. 
The  principle  suggested  by  him  as  to  the.  power 
to  divest  the  people  of  a  right  which  is  already 
vested  in  them  ia  one  which  should  enter  into  the 
qaestion. 

The  motion  to  postpohe  was  *greid  to. 
GOLp  COINAGE. 

Mr.  OWlN. '  I  hope  the  Senate  will  prpcecd^ 
to  consider  the  bil|  which  was  reported  sometime 
ago  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  "to  author'' 
ize  the  coinage  of  gold  pieces  of  the  value  respect- 
ively pf  ten  eaeles  ana  five  eagles,  and  for  other 
purposes."  The  objection  of  the  Sf nator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Fkh,]  to  it  wilt  be  obviated  by 
several  amendments,  which  I  iun  authorized  by 
the  committee  to  propose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEft,  (Mr.  Foot  in 
the  chair.)  It  requires  the  unanimous  consent  to 
consider  that  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  there  wOI  be  no  objection 
to  it.  The  bill  waa  laid  aside  the  other  day  on 
the  objection  of  a  single  Senator,  The  mail  goes 
to  California  in  a  few  d|i.^s,  and  it  is  very  import- 
ant that  our  action  upon  the  bill  should  be  known 
there  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  desirable,  for 
many  reasons,  that  the  bill  should  be  acted  upon 
at  once. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  resumed  (he 
consideration  of^the  bill  aa  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole.  •  ' 

Mr.  OWIN.  I  am  authorized  hf  the  Commit-' 
tee  on  Finance  to  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  atriking 
out  the  fbunh  and  liflh  sections,  as  follows: 

" 8«c.  4.  ^ni  bp  UfartlUr  enacted,  Thatihe  Dimtoror 
the  Mini,  In  Aa  r«tdlsiiiMia  be  is  aailiorlsad  to  make  Ihr 
itie  anor  «A«e  in  New  ITorli,  alialt  iitsce  dapoaiion  afgoM. 
bullinp  in  liist  oSca  hikhi  tils  sania  fooliBg  aa  depoiitonor 
gold  in  the  Mini  at  PhiMd«l|>hia  and  Urancliea. 

"  8kc.  S.  JInd  be  U  fitrlker  enacted,  Thatll^hall  be  at 
ibe  epUoaof  peraans  depnattfag  geld  Or  ailver  ••  kaltlon  or 
in  rnrelflaenlaa  al  Umaaaaar.eQea  In  H^eiQr  sT  New  Ywk, 
to  r«ceive  the  mjntyalueof  Uie  same,  either  in  redned  bafa 
or  in  ban  made  From  tlie  Idenlicil  metal  wllhout  reflnlng , 
but  in  either  ca>«  to  bear  a  aiamp  of  the  welglit,  flnencM, , 
and  Mlaivalae ;  and  m  nracta  of  any  law  beretofore  panmi ' 
as  aattinfiie*  any  other  mode  of  payment  or  return  Cir  inch 
depealM  ii  hereby  repeolMl. " 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  agree  tothe  aaendncnt, 
becauaa  1  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  thatportion  «f 
the  bill  which  meets  with  the  general  assAit  of  the 
Senate,  by  connecting  it  wilbanoiher  subject)  boi, 
airtUus  amandmeatrakia*  t«  •.«u^a«c(js4ti«h  ffil 


have  to  be  acted  upon,  and  in  reeard  to  'which  I 
shall  proliably  move  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. 1  propose  to  do  so  upon  one  of  the  appro- 
priation billa. 

Mr.  FISH.  I. understand  that  the  amendment 
is  to  strike  out  entirely  the  two  seotiona  to  which 
I  excepted  before? 

Mr.  GWIN.    Yea,  sir. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OWIN.  The  next  amendment  of  the 
committee  ia  in  the  aaventh  section,  to  strike  out 
the  worda: 

"An4  tbe.lMreetor,  oitder  Ilka  tales  and  regulaiioaa, 
shall  acquire  and  keep  a  coUactinn  of  all  QiedaliL  itiai  have 
been,  or  niuy  be,  atruck  by  the  Ciiited  Slatej),  or  any  of  the 
Stnten  orTrrrltoriel  of  the  (Toiled  fitnfee,  and  also  of  all 
auch  aa  rosy  be  auoek  at  the  Mint  ondar  the  proriaion 
haicor." 

Aa4  M' insert  io  li«u  «f  theM  words,  the  fol« 
lowing; 

And  die  Director  ahair  canae  to  be  atruck  in  bronze  a 
doplieaie  copy ofewry  nedal  alntek  M  Ihe  Mial  andnr  the 
auihof  Ity  of  UiiaaactiOD,  aad  i-hall  iisnnoil  Uw  •sate  to  UM 
Library  ofCoogreia,  lo  be  there  retained. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  aoieadawnt  of  the  commiitet.waa  i» 
the  ninth  aaoti«n«  after  the  words,  "the  annual 
salary  of  clerks  in  the  Mint  of  the  United  Siaica 
to  be  eighteen  hundred  dollara  each,"  the  worda 
"  from  amt  afWrtbe  lat  of  July,  1854." 

The  amcndttcBt  waa  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  commfttee  was  in' 
seodOA  eleren.  to  insert  the-words  "  and  the  assay 
office  in  New  York"  ao  as  to  provide  that  the  ap- 
pofnlmrnt  of  clerks  and  asMstnnis  in  '*the  offices  of 
the  assisiant  treasurers  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
in  the  offlMs  of  the  Mint  ahd  branches  thereof, 
and  Ihe  assay  office  in  New  York,  shall  respect- 
ively be  mad<  with'the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent." • 

The  amendment  wat  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROOHEAD.  I  desire  to  ofTer  an  amend- 
ment to  which  1  presume  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion. It  is  to  cun)e  in  in  theninlh'section,  which 
relates  to  the  aalaries  of  the  clerks  in  the  Mint.' 
'The  increase  provided  for  in  that  aeciion,  is  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  his  annual  report,  m  which' he 
said: 

"  The  Mdaiiea  allowed  by  law  to  cterka  rmployeil  In  Ibe 
former,"  fihe  Mint  at  Philadelphia,]  "  have  been  fonnd  in- 
aafllcient  to  jretain  the  besl^  and  recently  two  of  the  moat 
akillful  and  experlauoed  darka  laft  on  Uiat  aocaiinl." 

.  It  is  eotirsiypcoper  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  oa  proposed.  I  wish  to  have  a  farther 
increaae,  by.adding  at  the  end  of  that  section  tha 
fhtloaring: 

Aad  tUtm  an4  after  tha  Brat  day  of  July,  18S4,  tha  asiary 
of  Uia  director  of  the  Mini  at  rbiladelpbia  shall  be4S,U(W, 
and  the  salarjr  or  the  ueaaucer  Uiereof  ehall  be  $3,00a 

The  treasurer  now  receives  a  salary  of  (2,000, 
and  |J,000  for  paying  {tensions,  and  twosuma  of 
$500  'for  other  dutiea,  mokini^  (^,000  in  all.  I 
propose,  therefor^,  to  raiae  his  salary  to  $5,000. 
When  the  aalary  of  the  director  of  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  was  fixed  at  (3,500,  which  waa 
dope,  1  think,  in  1^37  or  1838.  there  were  some 
three  millions  of  dollars  coined  at  Philadelphia 
annually.  There  are  now  nearly  |70,000,000' 
coined  there.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  added 
to  th^.eare  of  tha  director,  the  branch  Mint  in  (Cali- 
fornia,, perbapa  the  branch  Miat  at  New  Orleans,, 
andcertainly tbeassayofficeinNew York.  Twice, 
an  much  lalwria  thrown  upon  him  as  wasio  1837,, 
when  hia  salary  wis  fixed  at  A3,S00.  The  salary 
of  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  who  also 
has  charge  of  the  assay  office  there,  is  $6,U00,  1 
wish  to  have  something  like  equality  amoog  those 
offiMrs.  Surely  if  there  is  a  necessity  for  raising 
the  clerks'  salariea  in  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
there  is  equal  necesaitv  for  raising  the  salary  of 
the  principal  officer,  which  waa  fixed  at  the  same 
time  as  the  other  salariea  were,  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  this  amendment  will  be  agreed  to.  Its  eSect 
will  be  to  give  to  the  director  and  treasurer  each 
$5,000  a  year,  .  . 

Mr.  G'w  IN.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  that»  but  I  think  it  aias  the  opinion  of  the  (^m- 
miuaa  on  Finance  that  it  woula  be  bstwr  to  pro- 
vide .for  thiv.inBrease  of  salary  in  (he  civil  and 
diplomatic,  appropriation  bill,  where  the  whole' 
aubject  could  regularly  coma  up.  I  (k>  aol  oppooa 
the  amendment,  but  t  (bink  thai  if  there  be  objec 
tion  to  it,  it  would  be  better  for  the  Senator  to . 
withdraw  it  at  (hia  ti/aty   i  am  ia..f«iviw  of  biiog-! 
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ing  up'the  sabjeel  of  iitcrcasing  (he  cempMsatton 
of  theoe  officers,  not  only  in  (he  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia) but  elaewhere.  L«t  it  be  done  on  the  -ervil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment,  «a  1  etiid  before,  bot  I 
hope  the  Senator  will  wiihdtwwifnow,  if  there  ia 
opposition  to  it,  and  not  pre**  it<oa'thi8  bill. 

Mr,  HUNTER.  Mr.  Preeident,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed logo  further  now  than  we  harregnne  In  this 
bill.  It  was  necessary  to  malie  some  provision 
for  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  the  Mint,  beoaaSe 
they  were  leaving  Philadelphia  and  going  to  New 
York.  The  drflerence  in  «orap«na«tion  between 
the  two  places  was  such  that  U  was  impossible  to 
keep  some  of  the  beslclerks  in  the  Mint  at  Phila- 
delphia with  the  existingiBalartea.  Bat  I  was  not 
disposed  to  go  further;  certainly  not  in  this  bill. 
1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  1  would  tote  j^flUO 
to  the  treasurer  or  Director  of  the  Mint.  1  am 
not  prepwced  to  aajr  .that<  1  would- give  those  t>8i- 
oers  sohigb  a  grade  of  salary.  ThS'Senotor  from 
Peniisylrania' refers  to  'the-tiMtolallt  treastlrer  At 
the  port  of  New  Yotk,  who  has  custody  of  an 
immense  amount  of  revenue.  He  is  not  a  m^re 
officer' of' the  Mint,  but  osw  whO'  i«  assistant 
Ireomrer  tx  the  port  of  New  Y»i4(,  and  who  has 
the  eaalo4y  Of  the  large  amount  of  revenues  col- 
lected tiwre.  Of  eourae  you  have  to  give  him 
large  compenimtioii,  beoauae  he  has  to  -provide 
large  bonds.  Has- risk  ipgnot,  and  bis  rsapotui- . 
bilitieaora  loigc.  I  am  not  vrilling  to  vote  .this 
increase  of  salaries.  Whei)  the^neral  billcoroes 
up  I  shall  be  willing  to  conaidBr  the  subject.  I 
do  nott,  however^  commit  myself  either  way  upon 
the  subject  of  increased  salaries  here.  . 

Mr.  BRODHBAO.  Itia  true  tJtelMnsurer  at 
New  York  has  charge  of  a  taweaum  of  money; 
but  hasflot  the  trMaorerof  th*  Miat  at  Philadelphia 
chargeof  quite  as  much,  if  not  more?  His  bonds 
ore  ^00,000.  Surely  there  can  be  no  reol  objection 
to  this  increaae.  It  will  not  embarrtaa  this  bill. 
It  will  Mrtrtgthen  it,  I  will  VehturjC  to  inforiia  the 
Senator  fremiti  California.  This  is  so  just  and  fair 
a  proposition  that  it  seems  to  me  it  cannot  be  re- 
distecf.  It  Ought  to  go  into  this  bill  because  it 
relates  to  the  Mint.  The  salaries  of  the  clerks  in 
the  Mint  are  increased  by  this  very  bill.  Then 
why  not'incrtass  the  salary  Of  the  principal  in 
the  same  bill  ?  The  director  of  the  MiiK  at  Phil- 
adelphia boacharge  of  all  the  branch  Mints,  and 
Ihus  a  larger  amount  of.  labor  is  thrown  upon 
him,  more  than  wbb required ' at  his  hands  when 
his  salary  was  fixed  at  the  present  rate.  In  all 
probability  this  amendment  will  not  cmbarraM 
the  billatall.     I  hope  it  WiH'  be  agraetj'to. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  assistant  treasurer' at 
New  York  has  no w  the  casuxty  of  oMneihin^  like 
189,000,000.  It  is  certain  that  his  reeponsibflltiea 
are  greater  than  those  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Mint  can  be.  As  I  uhiienland  the  statement  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsytvania,  the  treasurer  of 
tiie  Mint  now  receives,  in  sriary  and  allowances, 
something  like  ^4,000  a  year.  •)  am  not  disposed 
to  increase  this  to (5,000;  not- am  I  dispoaed,  from 
anything  I  have  heard  as  yet,  to  give  so  large  a 
■alary  to  the  director  of  the  Mint.'  I  think  no 
reason  has  been  shown  vrhy  we  should  make  this 
increase,  unless  we  go  on  with  the  general  subject 
of  salaries,  and  increase  them  all.  If  we  begin 
with  this,  I' dp  not  see  why  weshiril  not  be  forced 
to  go  among  all  the  officers  of  the  counirr,  !n- 
orease  the  salaries  of  the  custofn-hodse  officers, 
and  others,  and  make  a  general  advance.  Inas- 
much as  I  am  not  preparra  to  vdti  for  that,'  I  am 
not  willHig  to  vote  for  this  amendineitt  on  this' 
bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  withdrawn;  bat  if  we  are  to  go  on  the  genemi 
subject  of  an  increase  of  saiari^,  I  desire  to  be^ 
heard.  It  is  proposed  to  ineitase  these  salaries  to 
a  large  amount;  and  it  is  urged  that  they  should 
be  increased  because' of  the  large  bonds  whiteh  the 
officers  have  lo  ^ve.  Now,  we  all  know  practi- 
cally that  a  bond  of  $800,000  amonnta  U»  ttothing. 
The  amount  of  the  bond  never  regulates  the 
amount  of  salary. 

r  hope,  sir,  the'queitJonirlll  be  postponed  wntir 
we  ifckeuplh«sab|eetu^sUAries'geberal1y.  Why 
should  we  give  t5,OC>0  to  an  officer  of  this  kind  > 
It  is  a  salary  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  head  of 
one  of  tfHT  Departments,  who  is  engaged  here 
during  the  wholescaSon.  If  we  are  to  begin  with 
this  system',  let  u«  htgia  with  the  h«ad,  with  the 
pMsUenti  istd  oowe-  dowa  and  iak»  in  all  iite* 


officers,  and  not  have  an  increase  in  detail  in'this 
way  in  a  bill  nfitris  Hind. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  objections  urged  by 
the  Senator  firofti  Virffinia  and  thi  Senator  from 
OeorgtK  apply  to  the  Kll  now  uWaer  cdnsideration. 
It  proposes  to  increase  salaries.  It  pi^vldes  Cai* 
an'  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Mint.  Then,  While  wfe  have  under  confslderation 
the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  diffVrent  officers 
connected  with  the  Mint,  why  nti  consider  them 
all }  There  is  a  particular  troson  why  the  director 
of  the-Mint  should  have'an  increase  of  salary: 
Additional  flutifs  have  been  thrown'  upon  him. 
His  tabors  have 'been  trebled,  and  thtrespbAsi- 
bitities'of  fata  Office  have  be«n  trebled  since  1837, 
when  hl»  present  salary  was  fixed'. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  my  hon- 
orable'friend  from  'Pennsyitartia  a  reason  which, 
I  hope',  will  be  sufficient' to  lUfluce  him  to  irith- 
draw  his  amendment.  I  am  in  fcvor  of  his  prop- 
osition, and  will  s\ipport  it  when  it  properljT  cotneti 
up.  B>ut  it  is  not  exactly  germane  to  this  sill,  and 
that  is  an  objection  wni^  is  very  well  t^ken 
e^inst  It  by  ihtMk  who  mse  the  obfetctfonhere. 
To  that 'he  makM  t!le  answer  that  we  do  already, 
by  thitblll,  increase  the  salaries  or  th^  clerks  in 
the  Mint.  It  is  sirfltcient  to  reply  to  That,  theire  is 
no  objection,  so  far  as  that  in  concerned,  and  it 
does  not  hinder  the  passage  of  tl\is  bill.  But  the 
Senator  will  only  ^inbarrasa  the  bill  and  endanger 
it,  without  eilVetiVig  his  object,  by  insisring  on  uie 
amendment;  whereas  he  will  be  sure  of  this  sup- 
port of  all  of  us  who  agree  with  him  in  principle 
whenever  the^estion  can  come  up  when  it  is  ger- 
mane and  legilhaatk.  I  hope,  therefore,  he  will 
withdraw  the  amendment,  and  allow  the  bill  to 
pass. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  to  postpone  (he  fur- 
ther consideration  bf  this  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Several  8xnator>.    Oh,  no! 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  will  not  insist  upon  the 
motion  if  the  am,endment  be  withdrawn;  but  we 
were  told,  wlien  the  bill  was  taken  up,  that  it 
would  only  occupy  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  I  had  supposed  thera 
would  be  any  objection  to  this  amendment,  I 
should  not  have  consented  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  because  I  regard  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
without  the  aglfndment,  as  a  defeat  of  it  eqtirely. 

Mr.  OWm.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia will  withdraw  his  moiio'it.  I  tbiok  we  can 
take  a  vote  in  a  minute. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  a 
discnsMoh,  but  to  gnxiff  my  friehds,  1  withdra'w 
the  motioh. 

Mr.  SLI0E1.L.  I  wish  to  slate  that  if  the 
amendment  be  pressed  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  offering 
an  amendment  for  ah  increase  of  the  Salaries  of 
the  officers  of  the  Mint  in  New  Orleans.  It  has 
always  been  my  intention,  at  the  proper  time,  to 
make  such  a  proposition,  but  while  I  nave  no  dis- 
position to  embarrass  his  omendmentatall,  I  must 
say ,  the  effect  of  its  being  pressed  at  this  moment, 
wm  be  to  open  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.BBODHEAD.  I.Mn  show  that  at  New 
Orleans  the  officers  have  nceived  more  than  those 
at  Philadelphia,  and  y^t  the  New  Orleans  Mint  is 
a  mere  branch.  But,  sir,  as  it  seems  to  be  the 
general  desire  of  the  Senate  that  I  should  ,with- 
draw  the  amendment,  I  will  do  so. 

■The  bill  wis  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  read  a  third  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  "Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  WAUKER.  1  wish  to  maks  ao  other«p- 
position  to  the  passi^  of  the  biH  than  to  reeerd 
my  vote  against  it,  if  the  Senate 'Will  gi^ttt  me  the 
yeas  and  nays.    I  ask  for  them. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  89,  nays  13;  as  follows: 

'TEAS— Menri.  Ada«)>,  Allen,  Badger,  BeDjamln, 
Brown,  Cl»y,  OoucU*,  Kvmm,  Fi«h,  Filipatrick,  Foot, 

'"" "  ■■-   " ' '-' "-..—..  Jf.,fi,| 

Tliom- 

ahd  Wa- 

linnm— 39. 

WAVa  llsws.  AMMtiHi,  Briglit,  Bi«dh«a4.  CkSM, 
DewMs,  Jbodc*  of  Iowa,  r«*Mndan,  Baialia,  Hcasion, 
Stuart,  Sumner,  TbouiMoo  »t  Keaiuck;,  awl  Walker— 13. 

So  the  bill  was  paaasd. 

The  vmtui  pttssed  pi  opuses  to  suicct  tbadlNttt' 


Gillelt(^  Cwm,  Biiutei,  Jvnes,  ia;ba«ba,Mallar]L 
Feuce,  Rbckwell,  Buik,  B«wtid,  Shield^  Blldell, 
■on  of  New  Jenejr,  Toombs,  Toucey,  WadCi  an 


may  bi>  «bined  and  lisirM  by  the  Mint  of  the 
IThlled  Statek,  or  by  sdch  of  the  branch  Minla  HM 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct,  a  gold 
M\)n  of  the  weight  tff  twb  thoaSabd  five  hondrcd 
and  ef^hty  grain*,  of  ihe  value  «f  One  {i(mdr«d 
dollfirs;  aridanOtl;erbf1hc  weight  of  ohe'thotisand 
two  hundred  and  'Hiheiy  ^ins,  of  the  vahJ«  of 
fifty  dollars,  each  of  Which  coins  shall  be  of  the 
Mandard  fineness  now  preserved  by  law  for  the 
gold  cbins  of  the  United  Statei.  It  proposes  to 
direct' Ihe  Secretary  of  the  TreMary  to  cause  tha 
necessary  dies  and  otheritpparattis  to  be^prepared, 
by  proper  aiM  akillKil  artikls,  under  the  saperin- 
tendenee  Of  the' Director  of  the  Mint  at  PhOadd- 
phie,-fWr  coijiing'tfae  abdve  coins,  with  saeh  de- 
vices, nioitoes,"nMd  figure*  as  tnkf  bie  approred 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  the  eSpcnse 
of  which  shall  be  defrayed  fW>m  ^e  ordinary  ap- 
propriations for  the  espeiiscs  of  the  Mint  and 
branch  Mintt  of  the  United  Slates.  The  coins 
provided  for  ^t*  to  be  a  legil  tender,  and  to  b* 
received  at  their  respective  valiies  as  estabiiabed 
by  this  bill,  fat  paytkentof  alldtMa  lo^e  UnHed 
Slates. 

The  billalso  piropoMs  to  repeal  Ml  latrs  h«re- 
tofbre  passed  aathoriKing  a/bf  foreign  gold  or  sil- 
ver coins  to  pass  current  as  money  ana  be  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  deMs;  and  mak^  it  the  duty  of 
the  Director  Of  the  Mint  to  append  to  his  annoal 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint  a  statement 
showing  the'. average  weight,  fineness,  and  Mint 
value  of  such  foreign  coins  as  are  usually  imported 
into  the  United  States,  upon  assay  in  the  l»nt. 

It  further  authorizes  the  Director,  under  saeh 
rules  and  regulations,  and  upon  such  terms  and 
conditi<jnS  as  the  Secretary  of  theTrtMsary  shall 
prescribe,  to  provide  for  striking  medah  for  suA 
States,  Territories,  associations,  societies,  and  in- 
dividuals, as  Ae  rules  shall  include;  and  he  is  (0 
cause  to  be  strtrek  in  bronce  a  duplicate  copy  of 
every  medal  so  struck  at  the  Mint,  and  to  trans- 
mit (he  same  to  the  Library  of  Coiwress,  >•  be 
there  rttained.  All  expenses  incorred  on  accouot 
of  the  atrikiiie  of  su^  medals- shall  be  paid  by  the 
said  States,  Tenritoriesv  associations,  soeieilw.stid 
indivMuals  leipectivrfy,  for  Which  or  ivhom  they 
itoT  be  struck;  The  Presidtm  is  aBth«riz<d,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tlM'Senale  if 
the  CFhited  States,  to  appoint  «n  aliislent  Director 
of  the  Mint,  at' an  aitnital  salary  oF'|S,9B0. 
'  The  Seventh  section  of  the  act  «f  January  18, 
1637,  is  ph>poaed  to  be  so  kmeaded  a*  to  extend 
the  limit  fbr  the  annual  salarV  of  clerks  in  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Snttes  to  fLSOO  each,  after 
July  1, 1854,  at  the  dfseretion  Of  the  otftcers  au- 
thorized by  law  to  appoint,  wkh  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  July  3,  1858,  is  to  be 
so  amended  ak  to  allow  ^e  clerks  authorized  to 
be  tamlOykd  therein ,  ^,000  perannom  each,  from 
and  afler  the  1st  of  July  (text.  'AH  appointmenls 
of  clerks  and  assistants  authorized  to  be  employed 
in  the  offices  of  the  assisiaM-  trcasarers  of  the 
ITnited  States,  and  in  the  offoes  of  the  Mint  sad 
branches  thereof,  and  in  the  New  York  '■asay- 
offiee,  are  t«  be  tnada  with  Ihe  approbatioa  of 
the  President. 

It  is  further  provided  that  aH  lawa  now  io  focae 
in  relation  to  the  coins  of  the  UnKsd  Slates,  aad 
the  striking  and  eammg  the  same,  shall,  so  4r  as 
appKeable,  have  fuH  force  and  effect  in'relalion  to 
the  coins  now  authorized,  wlNther-Aoae'  laws  are 
penal  or.  otherwise;  and  whether  they  are  ^r  pre- 
venting Txiunlerfeiting  or  debasement,  fbr  pro- 
teciing  the  currency,  for  regulating  ^nd  giuuraiog 
the  process  of  striking  aiid  coining  and  the  prep- 
arations therefor,  or  for  the  secunty  of  the  eoia, 
or  for  any  other  purpose.  In  adjuatiog  the  weif  bis 
of  the  gold  coins  now  authorized,  the  following  de- 
viations from  the  standard  weight  are  not  to  be  ex- 
ceeded in  any  of  the  single  pieces,  namely:  in  the 
ten  eagle  piece  aAd  the  five  eagle  piece,  one  half  of 
a  grain;  and  In  weighing  a  large  number  of  pieces 
together,  when  dmvered  from  the  chief  coiner  to 
the  treasurer,  and  fh>ft  the  tremorer  to  the  depos- 
itors, thp  deviation  from  the  ati^tdard  wei^t  shall 
not  Exceed  seven  peAnyMi^ts  in  one  tHoosand 
ten  eagle  pieces,  or  five  pennywei^ta  in  one 
thousand  five  eagle  piecca. 

ABIAAIt  STAFPOitD. 
On  the  ntotien  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  SsaMc, 
as  in  Comraitt^of  the  Whojci  tesumed.the'CMi- 
aileratlditt^  die  joint  tcartdtioa'expladiAorf  of 
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an  .tcx  antitled  "  An  «a  for  tha  relief  of  Abigail 
SucSord." 

It  provide*  tliat  in  nvkkinf  payment  under  the 
act  of  CongroM  '•DtiUed  "  An  wt  for  the  relief  of 
Abiga^  Siaffurd,"  die  Secreiarf  .of  the  Treaaurjr 
allow  intareal  upon  (he  aum  appcopKMtedf.ao- 
eordins  to  tJbepriDciplcsof  equity  and  )uaiicei  that 
ia,  at  lAe  rate  which  would  have  been  allowed, had 
the  aipouot.beea  eubecribed  under  the  iiuuliag 
ayeiem- 

Mr.  WALKER.  .  I  wi»b  to  propoaean  amend- 
laient  to  the  joint  r«aql«tioa  to.«tnke«i«(the  worda 
"  intereal  upon  the  ruid  afipMpiiawti  cby  .(aid  act, 
acoordinf  to  the  prineipla*  of  equity  and  juatiee; 
that  i*i  at.tbe.rat*'WrhiaIi  woold  haTet>ean  allowed 
bad  tbawDDMiM  been  .wbaeribed  under. the  flud- 
iogsTatemi"andtoaubstitutein  lieuof  Xheoi  theae 
worse:  •'lntereat«ttbesa(eofthr|Be  per  cant,  from 
the  4lh  day  of  July,  L778,  to  the  day  of  tlie  paa- 
Bage«f,aaidMt."  Thatiaabouitberauat  which 
intereat  wpwid  .be  allowed  .iwder  the  funding  ajra'' 
lem,  if  jti«ad  b^n  (wovided  for  in  IhebillmaJung 
thaioriginalappfapriatioia,  Jn  that. bill  thawoMla 
employed  ware  that  the.  «lAint  ahould  b*  paid 
acoonung  to .  the  priiiei|il4)»  of  e<|uitjr.and  jtMHio*. 
The  intention  of  w*  eommitta*  waai  at  that  time, 
that  the  amount  sbouM  be  paid  according  to  the 
terraa  proponed  by  my  amendmant;  but  whan  the 
matterpaaaed  under  (he  renieioflof  the  Pint  CkMnpr 
troller  of  tha.Trcaauiy,  ha  deeidied  that  he  would 
■ot  pay  intereatf-aecordii^  to  the  intention  of  the 
committee.  Thia  reaolution  le  explanaMry  of  the 
original  aat,  aad  ia  to  give  the  claimant  the  iotetoat 
at  about  the  rate  wbieh  would  hava  been  paid 
-under  the  fiinding  ajratem.  If  the  reaolution  be 
perfeetad  in  thia  form,  I  akaU  aak  that  the  arigmal 
report  itay  bo  read^ao  that  thaSenata  may  judge 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  ehould  like  to  hewJlie  re- 
pdrt  rtsd. 

Ma  WALK^.  In  the  caaa  flf  thia  eKplaBa'> 
tory  raaalttlioo  no  report  waa  mftde;ibut«upaii  the 
original  claim  there  waa  anpoit,  whieh  I-aak  may 
BOW  beraad. 

The  Seeralary  read  the  ceparlMfemd  to,  from 
which  it  appaaira  that  Abigail  Slafibrd  waa  the 
deughlerin.Henry  Smilht  M  MaaBaeh\^etU,  who 
•alwtadonitha  19tb of  ApriU  17U, and aareed  in 
tiMaMrmaffiocabI*  battle  of  Iittington,  in  which 
he  waa  wounded.  Bfnifletwarda  aened  fouryeara 
md  ektren  aeontha  during  itha  iwar.  Qntfa«96lh 
9f  Deoember,  1775,. at  Dorcheatevt  he.reeaiTad  * 
certi&Mte  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  of  Maaaar 
ahoaetta  tm  a  aoldiert  and  he  woaatttha  batik  of 
White  Plaine,  where  he  waa  •latioited.M.an  ««• 
poet. 

Thomaa  Bacon,  the  uncle  of  the  petitioner, 
■erred  in  theaniiy«Md.waa  deprived  of.  lhe\i*a 
of  hia  feet.  The  Mthecof  th«  petitioner  died  from 
wound*  received  in  the  aerviee  of  the  ceootry, 
leaving  harali  orphan,. bar  patrimony  conaiatipg 
of  tl3B0  of  Oonunenial  miney,  which,  from  its 
depreeiaiion,  bacame.wh«Uy.qaela«8.  On  the  I&h 
of  April,  1777,  her  grandfather  gttided  the  troopa 
to  the  baule  of  Lexwgton,  and  bad  Ave  eona  aad 
&ve  aaii*4S;law  in  that  battle.  The  report  also 
•latea  that  there  ia  teaiimofty  to  prove  that  she 
fiuniebedauppliealo  Ui«Army  by  carding,  apin- 
■iing,l(aitiing,and  Makiogalothaefor^haaoldiefa. 

The  coBMBitlee  recomaaendod  that  the  daimaat 
ahould  receive  a  penaion ;  bat  thiaking  tbata  auaa 
in  groa*  would  'better  .meet  her  wants,  thay  re- 
poHed  a  bill  for  that  purpooe. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  ehould  like  to  inauire  h«w< 
much  waa  appropriated  by  the  original  bill. 
~     Mr.  WALKER.  IlhiokUheawouotwaatoine- 
tbiiutUkell.eOO. 

Mr.  BRiaBCr.  Then  there  is  to  be  intereat 
for  aaventy-five  yeara,  at  three  per  cent.,  i^lowcd 
•n  ^1,800.  1  do  not  with  to  be  considered  as  op- 
posing the  claim,  bat  t  shall  vote  agalnstit.  At 
tk*  time  I  had  the  honor  of  /being  the  ehairfflan 
of  the  Committee  on  Ravolnticnary  Ctoiraa,  I  ex- 
wnincd  and  reported  againal  iu  I  never  eould 
And  facia  to  auataia  tha  original  allawance,  lo  aay 
■o^ing  of  interest. 

.  Mr.TOOMAS.  I  haTehad.p»i>pp«i(««ily«f 
loekiiifwto  tha  facta,  to  aaa  whetlier  the  oricinal 
alio  wasaa  was  right  or  tot;  bM  if  it  waa,  I  think 
thie  joint  resolution  is  ««rtainly  right,  though  it 
ia  upona  principle  which  haa-not  .been  very.gaii- 
eeelly  anceptrd  on  the  port,  of  eoane  gentlemen 
here.  It  ia  (precisely  tha  priaeipla  of  tlw  Qalphio. 
ekuiD«^a  «Mowwi.»f.  iatanNt  oo  «  daniajid. 


(originating  in  the  Revolution  for  the  pauioilar  or 
general  defense.  There  waa  a  great  clamor  in 
regacd  to  that  claim  made  bysinall  politicians, 
and  1. believe  itia  continued  still  in  eome  pretty 
respeoLaUe  «|uarierai  and  it  is  cooleoded  that  in- 
terwt ought, AOt  to  be«Uowed  on  liialclaaa  of 
cases.  Ihold  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed  inauch 
a  caae.  I  hold  that  it  waa  juai  in  that  case,  and 
I  hold  that  it  is  so  in  this.  But  I  desire  lo  stale 
the  principle  on  which  that  ease  rested. 

It  was  a  debt  assumed  by  qne  of  the. States  of 
this  Union  for  the  particular  or  general  defense 
during  the  Revolation,  and  on  that  ground  it  was 
contended  that  it  ahould  bear  .intereat.  I  believe 
Virginia  got  one.or«immillioliaoai<be.«aoM  prm- 
oiple  by  an  act  passed  in  .1^.  If  the  origiaal 
debt  in  this  case  be  right — and  of  that  I  know 
nothing  but  from  tM^fact  of  its  alktwanea^it 
f«em^  to  have  bean  a.debt.crei^  for  the  general 
or  particular  defavee  ef  the  United  States  during 
the  Revolution.  That  is  tha  basis  of  it;  and  if  it 
be,  such  a  eaiie,  interest  ought  to  .be  allowed.  A 
gteatdealAf  clamor  waa  rnifed  about  the  appli^t 
cation  of  tlte.prjntiiple  is  the  wse  to,7abi,oh  ihave 
referred.  I  believe  that  m^utyigeBtlemen  even  ifi 
the  public  couqciia  joined  in  it.  (naamuch  tm  I 
consider  the  prtncipie  to  baa  sound  one,  I  shall 
support  this  joint  resolution,  but  I  do  not  wiah 
anybody  t»,vi>ts,for  it  with  a  misapprebensiofi  of 
the  principle  tmon  wnich  it  ia  based. 

Mr.  BAYAR^.  The  original  biU,  as  I  under- 
stand the  report  of  the  committee,  (I  heard  nothing 
of  it  before,}  ,r*sted  oo  a  state  of  tacts,  which  are 
rehearsed  by  the  committee.  Tb^r  recommended 
the  grfuuii^g  of  apeaaioo  to  tha  daughter  of  a  rev- 
olutionary soldisr,  and  then  they..recoiBin4sdcd, 
in  lieu  of  that  petiaiop,  thataKrosstsuQ  ahould  be 
allowed.  That  bill  passea,  and  the  awn,  of  course, 
ia  payable,  ^d  I  suppose  has  bssn  pnid.  .Now 
ths  attsmpt  is  .to  allowUntereat  on  that  sum  from 
1778  down  to  the, time  of  the  passagcof  that  bill. 
Since  I  have  been  in  this  body,4ha<a  known, 
repeatedly,  cases  where  the  aliowancaof  intereat 
was  rejected  on  claJma  quiteaameritorioMaaa  this 
in:every  reapecLi  Tbia  ia.pot  the  case  of  «  debt. 
It  ia  a  qtae  where  a  pwsiot^  ^vaa  refoini»and,ed  to 
be  allowed  to  a  party.,  and  tl.is.piirply  a^gi^ity. 
1  cannot  sea  howt  m  *Hch  a.paae,  there  jia  any. 
principle  which  would  justify  tbe  allawancatof  in,- 
threat  Car  aevanty-five  fffim.  I  ahalUataUavants, 
ask  for  ths  yeas  and  naya  on  the  paaaage  of  th^ 
joint  reaolutioo. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  desire  to  say  merely  that  tha 
interest.on  thia  claim,  as  proposed  to  M  allowed 
by  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  WJacon- 
aio,  will  amount  to  $4,050.  So  far  as  I  have  had 
anything  to^diO  with  these  ancient  claims  since  I 
have  been  here,  I  can  say  that  interest  bits  no|. 
been  allowed. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  Constitution  of  the 
UAitedfilatas  provides  that  paivale  ptropenyahall 
not  be  taken  for  public  use  except  upon  tM  paiy* 
ment  ,«f  «  juat  and  adeqnaie  catuidecntlon.  I' 
cannot,  for  my  life,  aee  the  distinction  iMiween 
depriviiWE  •  citizen  directly  p{  a  thouaaod  dolkirs 
worth  of  property  for  the  public  use,  and  ,doi«g 
it  indiractly,  by  uaing  a  sum  whi^  wonki,  in  in- 
terest, equal  that  amount  through  a. given  number 
of  years. .  Tlie  report  which  Baa  been  read  waa 
made  by  a  Senator,  from  Rhode  Islaad,  [Mr. 
jAM»,}ander  ihadireeiioii  of  |hae«inmii|ee,Bom* 
two  yearn  ago.  Tha  committee,'  jn  axamioing 
the  ease,  iottod  in  ita  details  soma  .very  peculiar 
cireuaaalaneeBAltandii^  iu  There  seemed  to  be 
a  diaposition  on  the  pnrt  of  Uw*  .fsmily  to  make 
aacrifioes  that  actually  left  ihem  destitute,  as  it 
were,  of  the  meana^f  aupiHtn,  for  the  time  being. 
L  |bink4hat  th«  detail  of  the  caae  wiU  show  that 
there  waa  aa  great  an  jiroouat  of  patriotiam  and 
dasption  afaown  a*  could  be  exhibited  in  tbo  &ttf- 
blulioo.  Tbeadvangaol  pn>viaiana,lhenMiai<^ 
of  boAM,  tha  taking  of  ,pr««isiooa,  everythiogof 
the  kind  aMarediata  ike  ease,  lio  f>art  oC  the 
money  w«B  paid  until  tha  paaaage  of  ihi  hiM  which 
thin  reaohition  proposes  to  explain.  Then  I  «aa- 
not  aee  why  we  may  not,  in  iuaipae  in  tbia  caaa, 
iVViM«ll.lhe.wiwni«tM!oe«.a|lQ|v  this  jinallmim 
of  intereat,  which  would  have  been  allowed.if  tha. 
debt  bad  been  subscribs4,4s  i(  might  htm  betn, 
UAdeMh»  fundiw  ayataoi. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Wketber  int^ntat  should  be 
allowed  on  this  claim  or  not,  the  pommittee  give 
no  reaaena  for  the  allowaaca  o(  it.  Take  iheiri 
rcfioru  it  preaepu  a  ai«ie  j»f  f«ci«tiwhii3h->iatiaed  I 


the  paaaage  of  the  original  bDI,  and  no-more;  a!nd 
that  in  the  shape  of  a  gratuity.  The  result  of 
their  judgment  waa  that  a  peneion  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  the  child  of  a  revolutionary  officer;  but 
they  substituted,  in  hen  of  that,  the  reoommenda*' 
tioBof  an  allowanee  af  a  groaa  saroof- money,  and 
in  (Hat  shape  thk  bill  paaacd.  They  gite  no  rea- 
son whyintereslshouid.beallowed.  Thatquestion 
is  not  touched.  In  regard  to  the  resolution  before 
you,  which  claims  ttie  allowance  of  interest,  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  reason  ought  to  be 
given  why  no  application  waa  made  to  the  Qov- 
ernment  before  fora'pensien.  Yoirare  now  asked 
to  allow  intereet  for  a  period  of  nearly  seventy- 
five  yeara,  without  any  evidence  whatever  on 
Which  to  base  ii.  'Wfty  did  not  the  party  apply 
before,  during  the  whole  of  tbatpenod  of  time, 
forthe  pay  ment  of  tbe  money  ?  The  Government 
of  the  united  States  was  amply  capable  of  paying 
any  sum,  even  if  it  weir's  gratuity.  Surely  there 
has  always  been  ample  disposition  to  extend  to 
Kvolutionary  soldiers  and  their  deseendanta  every 
relief  Which  cpuM  be  rightfully  claimed  for  them. 
I  havtfnever  seen  any  indisposition  to  do  that. 
Aad  if  the  neglect  Of  the  parties  themsdvee  pre- 
vented the  application  being  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  payment  of  the  claim ,  either  aa  a 
gratuity  or  a  debt,  on  -what  principVe  can  they 
come  forward,  and  ask  for  serentyfiveyeara'  in- 
tereat, while  the  money  waa  tying  in  the  Treasury, 
out  of  which  they  might  hare  Inen  paid,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  their  own  negligence.'  No  reaaon 
ia  given  on  the  face  of  the  report  why  intereat 
should  be  paid  in  tbia  case. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to;  the  reaolution 
Waa  reported  to  the  Senate  aa  amended,  and  tbe 
amendment  was  concarred  in. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  joint  resolution 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Bat- 
ARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  (hey  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken  resulted — yeas  13,  naya 
35;  as  follows: 

VEAS-^MeMti.  Dodgo  of  Wi»con»ln,  Toot,  Gillette. 
Hooston,  JaniM,  Rockwell,  Bulk,  Sebudaii,  Thorn  pmu 
of  K«nlock7,  Thoonon  of  N«w  Jeraey,  Toomba,  tVsde. 
Sad  Walkar— 13. 

NAYS— Me«n.  .^dsiBi,  Bayaid,  Realamiii,  .Biigbt, 
Brows,  Cbue,  Clay,  Dairioa,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,. 
Evam,  PcMenden,  FMi,  Fiupairick,  Clwln,  Haiullii, 
Moalet,  tebnmn,  1ttnit;r*UKe,  8ew«rd,'6llden,  Brasri, 
Tmoey,  aad  TWilHsms— as. 

So  the  joint  resolution  waa  rejected. 
ADDITIONAL  CIRCUIT. 

Mr.  QWTN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obttdned leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  an  aftt  approved  March  3,  1837,  entitled 
"  An  act  supplsmenlal  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  ac- 
to  emend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States;'  "  which  waa  read,  and  paased  to  a  aeoond 
reading. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  bill  is  to  establifh  another 
judicial  circuit,  composed  of  tbe  State  of  Califor- 
nia, and  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton. Inasmuch  as  ths  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
have  acted  on  the  aubjeet,  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  and  it  can  'go  on  the  Calendar.  I  give 
notice  that  I  shall,  at  an  early  day,  call  it  up  for 
consideration. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

JOSHUA  CHA^BKRLAIN. 

On  motianbv  Mr.  WAOB,  th«  Scoata,  aa  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  oonsider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captaia, 
Joshua  Ohamberltiin,  deceased. 

ft  proposes  to  direct  that  there  be  paid  lo  tha 
heirs  of  Joshua  Chamberlain,  deeeaaed,  late  a 
captain  in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution ,  an  amount 
equal  lb  the  half  pay  of  a  caplain.  ^M  the  end  of, 
the  war  to  Chamberlain'a  death,  on  the  first  of 
January,  1813;  and  also  to  Mitborike  the  issue  of 
a  warrant  to  his  heirs  for  such  bounty  land  as 
they  are  entitled  to  in  virtue  of  his  services. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  for  a  third 
readfng,  read  a  third  time,  ah4  paased. 

^  UUM«piUrMBllT»VH|.. 

Mr,  BAYARD,  I  move  that  whan  the  Senate 
adjoaoiS'to-day,  it  a4Joi)*n  to  meet  .on  Monday 


Mr.  DOUGLAS.  ItnHlnot.  I  hope  we  aay 
get  through  to-morrow  with  the  diaousaion  of  the. 
t»U>  afiessags,  so  aa  to  go  ea  with  the  homestsad 
hail,  and  «th*t  iBat(«fa«f  ioqpartanc*. 
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Mr.  BAYARD.  I  make  the  motion,  and  aik 
for  a  voir  upon  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken  resulted — 
yeas  23,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

YF.Ai>— M«wr>.  AiehtMm,  Bs<lRar,  Bli^nl.  Benjanrin, 
Bmdhm  \  Clay,  Daw8nn,£vaiM,  PM,  Pool,  Geyer,  Ham'- 
tin,  Jiiliii.«aii,  Norrli,  Priirc«,  Eg»k,  Sebaaliui,  Slidrll, 
Thniript«onorKenmrliy,Tooinbt",Toucey, and  WariP — 92. 
'WAV.*— MMsra.  AAnmn,  Brown,  Cha>p,  Dodr!  of  Wia- 
itoixin,  Diidge  of  iona,  Uoiitlai,  Faaaanden,  Fitipatriek, 
Cilleue,  Boiuian,  Mallnry,  Bookwell,  Seward,  SliieMa, 
8tuaf|,  ^^umiier,  Walker,  and  WJIUaini — 16. 

So  ths  motioa  was  agreed  :to. 

BENJAMIN  ROTTE. 

On  motion  b^  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed ibe  conoideration  of  the  House  bill. for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  Rowe. 

This  bill  was  at  firsi  reported  on  adversely  by 
t}ie  Senate  Comtuiitee  on  Pensions,  for  these 
reasons:  Rowe,  in  his  petition, alleged  that  he  en- 
listed in  the  tweiiiy-firat  reKimeni,  Uqiled  Slates 
infantry  on  the  10th  March,  181S- '13,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  service  until  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Port  Erie,  on  the  13(h  of  October, 
1814;  that  he  was  taken  prisoner,  with  his  com- 
pany, by  the  Briiish,  while  on  the  march  to Sack- 
eil's  Harbor,and  transported  toduebec^a prisoner 
of  war;  that  in  consequence  of  his  hardships  while 
a  prisoner  his  health  was  broken,  and  he  was  put 
ashore  from  the  prison-ship  by  order  of  the  Brit- 
ish surgeun;  thai  he  ia  now  toutlly  disabled  (by 
ill  heatih,  resulting  from  his  treatment  while  a 
prisoner)  from  procuring  a  support,  and  he  there- 
fore prays  a  pension.  This  petition  was  first  pre- 
seiiird  to  Congress  in  1842,  and  had  been  several 
times  reported  af^ainst  for  weuit  of  sufficient  evi- 
dence. Among  the  papers  accompanying  the  bill, 
the  committee  coum  not. find  any  evidence  of  an 
official  or  record  character  to  prove  his  enlistment, 
service,  or  discharge,  as  a  soldier  of  the  United 
Slates,  neither  was  the  absence  of  such  proof  i 
accounted  for,  or  any  indication  shown  in  the 
papers  that  the  case  had  ever  been  referred  to  the 
proper  office  for  investigation.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  alleged  facts  of  enlistment  and 
disrharge  could,  if  tiue,  be  proved  by  the  rolls  of 
the  war  office;  and  if  not,  some  reason  could  be 
shown  why  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  the  fugi- 
tive certificates  (not  one  of  them'f>mperly  authen- 
ticated) which  accompany  the  petition. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  recommitted  with 
additional  papers,  among  which  the  committee 
found  the  proof  before  wanting  amply  supplied 
in  a  copy  of  the  discharge  of  Rowe,  properly  cer- 
tified by  Hon.  F.  Burt,  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury;  in  which  the  facU  of  his  enlistment, 
captivity,  &c.,  are  fully  and'  satisfactorily  stated, 
With  this  addition  to  the  evidence,  they  were 
satisfied  to  r/Hicur  in  the  views  of  the  committee 
of  the  Hoos'e,  and  recommended  the  bill  pass. 

The  bill  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  place  the  name  of  Benjamin  Rowe  on 
the  pension  roll,  at  the  rate  of  eieht  dollars  per 
month, to  commence  JanuaryJ,  1854,Bnd  to  con- 
tinue during  his  natural  life. 

The  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

BRie  GCNXRAI.  ARMATROnG. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  claimants  of  the  private  armed  brig  General 
Armstrong. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No  objection 
being  made,  the  bill  is  under  consideration,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WALKER.  When  it  was  proposed  to 
call  up  that  bill  before,  soma  ens  saia  that  it 
would  lead  to  a  lengthy  discussion. 

Mr.  SLIDELL,  If  that  be  the  case,  it  i«  a 
stronger  reason  for  taking  it  up  now. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  merely  made  the  sugges- 
tion because  it  is  late  in  the  day.' 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Then  I  should  jMMTer  to  ha4b  it 
fint  on  the  Calendar  next  Friday.  I  h«v»ao  s«rt 
of  o^ctaion,  if  that  course  sboaM  be  prsfenrsd  by 
the  Senate,  to  have  this  bill  continued  until  next- 
Fnday,if,  by  ^nenl  eonient,  iibs  considered  as 
first  for  discussion  on  thitt  day. 

Mr.  BADQER.  Ths  Senator  firom  Loaisiamc 
will  allow  tat  lo-«ag(Mt,  tfMt>ir  1  now  HMM  A* 


adjournment  the  bill  will  come  up  as  the  MnSnished 
business  on  next  Friday. 

The  PRESI  Dl  NO  OFFICER.  The  bill  is  now 
before  the  Sensts  a*  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BAOOER.  We  cannot  gel  through  with 
It  to-day,  and  I  (herefore  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faii>aT,  June  16,  1854.. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'elock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rot.  Wiluam  H.  MaaimM. 

The  Joumalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  a  bill  of  the  following  title: 

A  l<ill  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  reduce  and  modrfy  the  rates  of  postage  in  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
March  3, 1851;  and  the  act  amendatory  thereto, 
pAssed  March  30,  1652. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SKELTON,  by  unanimous  eonaeht,  with- 
drew the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  I  would  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  for  leave  to  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  "a  bill  reducine 
the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purpnaea," 
thst  it  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Off  the  state  of  the  Union, 

iMr,  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.    I  object. 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  reports  were 
called  for  list  Saturday  1  was  absent,  and  I  now 
ask  tht  nnanimous  consent  of  the  House  for 
leave  to  report  a  private  bill  from  the  Committee 
an  the  Judiciary,  that  it  maybe  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

There  was  no  objection,  and 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  back,  #itha  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass,  a  bill  of  the  following  title;  which  waa 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  'Whole  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

Senate  bill  (No.  146)  fbr  the  relief  of  Samuel 
H.  Hempstead. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  reported  back  Senate  bill  No,  300, 
being  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes," 
with  a  recommemteiion  that  it  do  pass;  which 
waa  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whtric  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POSTAGE  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
postsge  bill. 

Mr,  HAVEN.  Will  the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio 
[Mr,  Olds]  yield  me  thi  floor  a  moment? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will,  if  it  does  not  come  out  of 
my  time. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  ask  th*  nnanimoas  consent 
of  the  House  to  nbmit  an  amendment  to  the  fofll;' 
otherwise  I  cannot  do  so,  as  the  previous  question 
has  been  called  and  seconded  on  the  bill  And  amend- 
ments. In  whatever  I  may  have  said  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  I  haVe  been  governed  by  a  sense  of 
the  propriety  of  this  legislation.  I  desireto  nrove 
to  strike  o«t  the  first  four  seotions  of  the  sobstt- 
tDCe — that  part  relaling  to  the  franking  privilege. 
The  residue,  as  I  read  it  since  my  remarks  made 
yesterday,  will  then  be  acceptable  to  me. 

Mr.  (>LDS.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  cnier- 
tainment  of  the  gentleman 's  proposition.    ' 

There  was  no  objection ,  and  the  amendment  was 
submiltsd  to  bo  acted  on  in  its  order. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  ask  unanimouo 
consent  to  move  an  amendment  to  those  sections' 
before  the  vote  is  taken  pn  striking  them  oat.  i 
dssire  the  first  section  carried  out,  and  the  fhtak- 
inr  privilege  aburiisbcd. 

Mr.  OITDS.  If  this  eooMO  oat  of  my  tima,  1 
object. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  4oes. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Then  the  gentlsAan  must  ae«M- 
me  tor  not  yMding  farther. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  feh  in  aH  my  life  the  seme 
necessity  fhr  hiing  able  to  make  a  good  argament 
as  ld*«ttitiiKiaM,«nd«ii«h«billMd«^cotiM< 


eration;  for  I  think  k  is  an  important  measure, 
demanded  alike  by  the  necessities  of  the  PoMOt&r4 
Department  and  the  exigtfHoifes  of  the  mail  aervic* 
of  the  country .  I  am  aware  that  the  bill  may  no* 
be  perfect  in  all  it*  parts.  It  may  not  be  such  a  biQ 
as  will  meat  the  wishes  of  every  gentleman  npom 
the  floor.  It  is  a  difficult  matlsr  for  a  Mmmitie* 
to  frame  a  bill  so  perfect  that  gentlemen  shall  raiao 
no  objection  to  it.  i  waa  a  liulemrpriaed,  how- 
ever, on  yesterday,  and,  I  muat  confess,  a  littl* 
mortified,  to  hear  the  learned  gentleman  ■  from 
Pennsylvoma,  (Mr.  CHamrLER,]  when  tka  gon- 
tleroan  from  NowYork  [Mr.  Smith]  introduced 
the  propomihni  to  aboliah  the  Post  OSca  Depart- 
ment, aarf  that  be  sxpecced  the  tinkeriog  of  tit* 
poslsges  by  the  Post  OffieaCommiRe*  «K>aM  lead 
to  such  a  result. 

What  doss  the  gentleman  mean  by  tinkering 
with  the  postages  of  the  oountry  >  The  tinkcrnsg 
of  th*  ayslam  commenced  under  Bci^amin  Frank- 
lin. It  has  continued  to  be  tinkered  with  by  Jast 
such  men,  from  his  day  omU  the  prcamt  time.  It 
has  been  tinkerrd  with,  somslimss  for  good,  and 
sometimes  for  evM,  until  it  has  become  the  eoa»- 
msiHiation  and  the  praisa  (aa  I  shall  show  h«i»^ 
after)  of  the  most  enUghtsnsd  OovsmmsM  in  lb* 
world.  It  haa  bee«  tinksrsd  with  until  it  ha* 
become  so  perfect  that  it  may  ba  oonsidcred  the 
boast  and  the  pride  of  the  nation.  Still,  I  am 
free  to  admit  that  it  haaita  defeeis,some  of  which 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflee  and  Post  Roada 
seek  to  remedy  by  the  bill  under  eonaideration. 

Under  the  law  of  1845,  in  which  youdxed  yonr 
mies  of  postsge  at  five  and  ten  cents,  you  had  a 
good  poMags  system.    And  you  were  enabled  to 

S've  such  mail  feeiliiiss  as  tha  eoontry  demanded. 
uring  the  trix  years  eoatiiMMnes  of  those  rates 
of  postage,  you  accumulated  a  surplus  of  mora 
than  «2.000.000. 

In  1851  tbs  gcntlentan  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
CaAMPLsa]  and  myaelf,  for  I  plead  gailty  to  tha 
ehaiga,  voted  for  a  redaction  of  postagas;  that 
tinkering'  has  mads  tha  PMt  Oflce  Otpartmsat 
insolvent  at  thia  day.  It  waa  thetinkcrinf^attfaak 
time  that  has  lad  to  aH  the  tmksriag  which-  haa 
taken  phtce  aince;  and  the  gentleman  from  Pesn* 
inrlvania  [Mr.  CHOiM.ali]  must  plead  guiH)^  to 
the  charge  of  having  linkersd  the  Department  into 
inaolveney.  Under  tka  Ave  and  i«a  cant  postaga 
system  yon  aeeumnlated  a  surplus  of  mora  than 
^,00»,000.  Tha  momsM  you  redooad  yearpaat 
ages  from  five  aad  ten  eanta  to  three  and  i  vs  oeals, 
yoa  brought  your  Post  OSes  Departmant  is 
debt.  Tha  estimated  deCdaney  for  ikis  yaar  was 
#1,800,000.  Tha  aetaaJ  dcMsney  will  bs  over 
•2,000,000.  The  estimated  defideney  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  is  over  19,400,000.  It  is  rcaaonabia 
to  sappoae,  judging  the  fUlare  by  the  past,  that 
the  Bctoal  delcieney  arill  ba  more  than  |3,5f90,000. 
This  dafciancy  does  not  include,  or  only  in  put, 
the  axpsnaea  of  yoar  oeeaa  ntaii  ateamsrs.  This 
does  not  include  the  asm  «f  mors  than  ^800,000 
that  you  pay  tha  Liverpool  slsamers;  nor  does 
this  sum  ineluda  the  amooat  of  nearly  #800,000 
which  yon  pay  the  San  Fnwciaeo  Kna  of  ateean 
era.  If  you  add  the  approprialioas  raqiutcd  for 
thsss  two  Knas,  it  wiK  make  a  defcieaejr  in  iba 
revenues  of  the  Post  Oflloe  Department  fbr  tha 
next  fiscal  yearof  siara  than  #4,000,000.  The 
dafioieacy  in  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Ofioa  De- 
partment, at  the  present  ratea  of  poataga,  is  ia- 
creaaing  at  tha  rata  sf  mote  than  #SM,0(M>a  year 
The  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania  (Mr.  CaaMP- 
Lca]  rjgbily  apprehends  ths  condition  of  tha  Post 
Office  Department,  aa  the  fottowingaxtraet,  whicii 
I  read  firom  hia  speech,  win  show: 

"  Tbe  came  of  the  deStiency,  sir,  la  paicnt.  We  have 
atnri  to  pay,  and  hav*  paid,  more  money  rorcandaniaf 
the  Department  and  eonraying  tiM  maUatlMn  we  liavc  la- 
oeived  tor  dninf  Itw  work  Ibr  ikaae  wlM  saploy  us.  Tkis 
ia  the  onlioary  caijae  for  iniotvency." 

The  gentleman  fl-ora  Pennsylvania  acknowl- 
edges tbe  fact  that  the  Post  Ofllcs  Departtteat  is 
insolvent,  and-this  House  will  aeknowisdge,vlica 
tbey  are  eailsd  opoa  ta  spprapriau  two  and  a 
half  milliona  of  dollars  to  relieve  tha  Poat  OSes 
DspfMMat  for  the  aaxt  fiscal  year,  dat  it  ia 
badly  insolvent,  insoivsai,  sir,  not  ihrs«t|li  liia 
bad  managamanit  of  (ha  Postamster  OeasMl,  bat 
by  4ba  legislstion  of  Congiaas. 

Now,<thsn,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  tha  doty  of 
Oongreaa  to  repair  italagislation,  aad  save  this 
Dt^rtmeat  ft<sm  insaivency  t  Was  it  not  Um 
datyoftbaOomaMtMsonthaysatOyiGS— dPsat 
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Roads  to  endeavor  to  do  Bomething  which  might 
restora  this  Department  of  Goverpment  to  a 
healthy  anil  solvent  condition?  And  vet,  because 
th*  committee  have  undertaken  to  do  this,  the  gen- 
tleman says  that  the  proposition  to  abolish  the  Post 
Office  Department  is  the  result  of  this  -tinkering 
with  the  postage  of  the  country. 

Let  me  reaa  again  an  extract  from  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania: 

"  Mr.  Clninnsn,4b«  Khoioear  the  Pom  Office  Cofflmil- 
tee  Tor  trpainnt  ttie  loeauia  of  Uie  Pust  USice  Oeparlinent, 
i«  one  that  doe»  not  reflect  that  credit  on  their  sagscity 
wM«h  we  aU  admit!*  ao  geaerall;  daenred  bjr  their  propo- 
ailiaw<» 

.  The  proposition,  then,  of  the  Compiittee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
bill  under  consideration,  in   the  judgment  of  the 

fentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  is  not  sagacious. 
r  the  gentleman's  sagacity  can  detect  and  point 
oat  our  want  of  sagacity,  he  must  be  sagacious 
enough  to  point  out  a  remedy  for  the  insolvency 
of  the  PostOffice  Department.  He  has  done  so, 
•lid  I  win  endeavor  to  run  a  comparison. 

Now,  what  are  the  two  plans  that  have  been 
proposnEl  to  save  the  Post  OrBce  Department  from 
insolvency,  the  one  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  the  gen- 
tleman says  is  not  sagacious,  and  the  one  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the 
sagacity  of  which  ia  yet  to  be  examined  and  made 
manifest?  The  committee  proposes,  in  the  first 
place,  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege.  True,  it 
IS  not-a  direct  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege, 
but  it  is  that  the  Qovernment  itself^shall  pay  to 
the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Department  that 
amount  of  money  wrhich  will  be  equal  to  the  ser- 
vice performed  by  the  Post  Office  Department  in 
carryiag  that  matter  which  the  Qovernment  itself 
orders  to  pass  through  the  mails  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  the  first  thing  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Officeand  Post  Roads:  It  is, 
that  everything  passing  through  the  malts  of  the  i 
United  States  shall  pay  the  Department  the  cost 
or  transpoflaiion  and  delivery,  the  same  ns  letters, 
newspapers,  and  other  mailable  matter.  The  com- 
mittee desire  to  make  iht  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  e<|ual  to' what  they' Would  be 
if  everything  passing  through  the  mails  paid  its 
proper  tfibote  to  thtl  revenue.  The  '-gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  H6wever,  objeets'ttf  this:  He 
thinks  the  proposition  wanting  in  sagacity.  Let 
me  read  what  be  says  on  the  subject: 

"  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Cbairraan,  that  since  thew  remarka 
have  teen  difened,  the  chairman  of  tlw  Pnat  Office  Uom- 
iDiller  ha*  preaxnted'.aDOiher  bill,  which  loolu  lo  the  redue- 
tion  of  po«  office  expense*,  raUier  than  an  aagaenlatiOn 
of  it*  Income;  a  retention  of  the  three  cent.  po»lage,.but 
an  aboiitiun  or  the  franlting  privil^fte ;  it  is  all  one  scheme. 
The  plan  goes  to  deprive  the  people  of  certain  adiQint' 
age*,  in  ■anhr  that  Uw  Oovaraiacnt  maf  have  an  InciNM 
ftom  ilM  PofI  OOoe  Oepanawnt.  I  wiu  mi  apeak  of  <Im. 
iVanhing  privllefe  a*  a  benefit  to  the  fUpre^eniaiive.  Yott 
know,  sir,  every  active  member  of  Congreae  kiinwf,  it  Ifl 
on^  a  bnrden  eaal  apon  Mni.  in  the  labor  and  in  the 
cost.  It  ia  not  worth  while  to  arfoe  Aiat  poim;  yon  all 
know  it,  ail  bel  lt|  bui  pea  alio  Cral  thai  Ufi*  privileie  ia 
one  aecured  to  the  people  to  enable  you  to  correitpoDd  with 
your  eonatiments,  and  tn  diaaeminate  practical  valuahle  in  - 
fflrmatlon,  and  ilH  tkvm  with  Ihia  bread  of  repoMiean  doe 
trine,  t«  iloeep  alive  Ike  aftitt  of  national  reeNag.  and  aw 
oae*  of  oatloual  kaowledge ;  to  circulate  between  bianicai- 
terand  the  va.<*t  extremlitea  of  the  iiaiiun  the  vital  fluid  of 
truth;  and  thnn  enable  Vne  huinMeat  to  know  and  appre-' 
elate  the  action  of  Congreta,  and  connect  liy  the  moat 
elTecUve  ilea  the  Repreaeulalive  wilh  the  present  eoiiaiilu- 
cncy,  the  future  conatitueut  liere  with  Uw  Allure  Repreaao- 
tative  at  home. 

*<  I  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  this  reform  of  franking  priv-. 
tiegea,  or  rather  frankiug  duties.  We  arc  Republicans,  and 
in  a  rcpresciiiaiivu  Demncrhcy  it  is  ihe  rixlit  of  (be  piMiple 
to  know  proiiiptly,  aud  to  knpw  iboroiigbly,  what  it  ia  ijieit 
Itepre^entntivua  are  doing ;  aud  tbia  eight  of  franking  ia  the 
means,  Ihe  true  meaiM,  and  Uie  beat  meana,  by  wbick  that 
knowledge  can  be  diiiaejiiinated." 

-The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  then,  may 
be  set  down  as  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  thi 
franlfing  privilege.  The  movement  does  not  meet 
with  hl«  approMtion,  and  he  "  hopes  to  hear  no 
more  of  it." 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  happens  to  be  another 
v.ery  sagacioua  statesman  who  difTers  widely  from 
the  gentleman  from  Peooaylvania.  .  1  refery  air, 
|o  the  truth-telling,  the  Arder-loving,  the  mob- 
hating,  the  Constitution  and  law  abiding,  the  patri- 
otic and  the  Union- loving  Horace  Qreeley.  He, 
too«  abases  me  for  tinkering  with  the  postages.  As 
he  has  set  up  for  a  reformer,  and  has  long  been 
associkted  in  party  ties  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,!  could  really  wish  that  ihey  agreed 
in  i|eiujment  about  this  franking  privilei^e;  f^r 


I  should  really  like  to  have  them  both  satisfied 
with  alt  reforms  in  the  Post  Office  Department. 
Then,  sir,  to  say  .the  least  of  it,  this  Capitol  would 
be  saved  from  the  "  torch  of  the  incendiary," 
and  we  should  not  be  called  upon  to  surrender  up 
our  precious  lives  "  beneath  its  crumbling  ruins." 

This  great  reformer  has  his  peculiar  notions 
of  what  should  be  done  in  order  to  save  the  Post 
Office  Department  from  insolvency  and  ruip. 

Let  me  read  what  Mr.  Horac*  Qreeley  mys 
upon  the  subject  of  the  franluhg  privilege.  1  read, 
sir,  from  the  New  York  Tribuue: 

"  lUr.  O,  toM  Congrea*  Uiai  our  pteaeni  rale*  will  not 
aupporl  the  Department ;  thai  th«y  uiuai  he  iuoceaaed,  or 
0t,MU,OOO  taken  from  the  Treaaury  to  pay  fur  mail  aer- 
vlce  ;  but  he  willlUlly  auppreaaed  the  fact  thai  thia  apparent 
defloii  ia  eaoaed  by  Ihe  imnienae  amoinl  of  matter  carried 
free  in  the  waifai,  aaialy  uudet  lbs  frank  of  member*  of. 
Coogiea*."^, 

I  stop  reading  this  extract  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  this  is  utterly  t'alaa.  Every  member 
will  recollect  thai,  early  in  the  session,  i  avowed 
myself  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  franking  privi- 
lege. At  that  time,  and  subsequently,!  ioformed 
the  House  that  |1,&00,OOU  in  the  defieitaoy  was 
caoasd  by  use  ol;  the  franking-  privilege.  But  I 
will  continue  my  reading  from  the  Tribune: 

"  The  Foal  Office  doeaut  pay,  airoply  beeaaae  Congrea* 
dtverMiu  righUuiaouica*  of  revenue  to  the  aggrandisement 
of  iu  own  membera ;  Juat  «a  our  bunineaa  would  not  pay  if 
we  gave  away  one  Uiird  of  oar  isauea  to  favuriiea.  Make 
everything  that  enter*  Uie  mail*  pay  iu  own  way,  and  there 
need  be  neiuier  increased  ratea  or  peaiage,  u«r  an  annual 
dadcit;  but  woe  i  to  that  Congrea*  which  maintains  the 
fraukiitg  privilege,  yet  nearly  doubles  the  charge  Ibr  carry- 
ing iL-iiers  to  uittim  who  pay  tlieir  way  !  Such  partiality 
would  not  be  lamely  borne-" 

How  in  the  world,  Mr.  Speaker,  am  I  to  please 
these  two  great  reformers?  The  one  says  abohsh 
the  franking  privilege,  and  the  other  says  do  not 
abolish  it.  I  find  myself  in  great  difficulty  in  this 
matter.  Ifl  undertake  to  please  both  these  gentle- 
men, 1  shall  be  in  the  predicament  of  the  miOer  and 
his  son;  and  if  the  House  will  pardon  me,  1  will 
read  from  ^aop's  Fat>les. 

Several  Meubeks.     Yesf   Yes! 

Mr.  CCJBB.    TheyarentitorthtJdox. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Benton]  introduced  them  upon  the  Ne- 
braska-bill the  other  day,  and  1  do  but  use  the 
same  i^uthority. 

"  A  miller  and  hia  aoo  were  driving  Ibeir  as*  to  a  neigh- 
boring lair  to  ^li  him.  They  bad  nut  gone  Tar  when  uiey 
met  with-a  Iruop  or  gilt*  reiaraing  frmu  the  town,  talking 
and  laughing.  ^  Lmik  Ibete !'  cried  aii»e(  litem, '  did  yoa 
ever  see  facli  fools,  to  be  lnidgiiig.aiuiig  Ihe  road  all  i<h>|, 
when  Uiey  might  be  riding'.'  The  old  man,  heaiiug  this, 
quietly  bade  his  aon  get  on  the  aaa,  and  walked  along  iiier- 
niy  by  the  bide  of  hihi.  Presently  they  cami*  up  tu  agroup 
ol'eld.mea  In  eariNat  debate.  '  There !'  aaid  ane  of  liism, 
*i) proves  wliat  I  waaasaylug.  What  respect  Is  showa  U* 
old  age  la  iheM^  dnyi<.'  Do  yun  aee  that  idle  young  rogue 
nding,  while  hia  old  fkther  baaio  walk .'— (>el  down,  you 
aeapegraee )  and  let  the  old  nan  rest-  lita  weary  Umb*.' 
UpRaUU*lh«  father  made  his  ana  diaiueual,  and  got  «p 
himseil'.  iu  cilia  mauuer  they  had  a>ii prooeoded  far  wliey 
they  met  a  company  of  women  and  children.  *  VVby,  you' 
laxy  old  fellow !'  cried  aeveral  tunguea  at' once,  *  how  can 
yua  ride  apoa  the  beasi,  while  itiaipoor  little  hid  ihereean 
hardly  keep  peoe  by  .the  aide  of  you.'  Th«  good-natured 
iiiiller  stood  ourrecieil,  and  immediately  took  up  Ilia  aon  tai:' 
hind  him.  They  had  now  aliri-iat  reached  the  town.  *  Prayl 
honeal  friend,' aaid  a  townsman,  'la  that  aas  your  own." 
*  yea,'sa)tsUieoMunn.  'Oh!  nee  woald  mil  have  Uinagkt 
ao,'  aaid  the  other,  *  by  the  way  you  load  him^  Why,  you 
two  fellowa  are  bett*-r  able  In  carry  Ihe  poor  beast  than  lie 
you !'  ■  Anything  to  please  you,'sald  Ihe  old  man;  ■  we 
can  betiry.'  Bo,  alighUng  with  hia  aoa, Uiey  lied  theaea'a 
legs  iot(UMr,atiO  by  Ui«  help  of  a  pole  endeavored  to  catvy- 
hioi  on  Ikeir  ahuuliiera  over  a  bridge  that  led  to  the  lowa. 
Tbia  was  ao  entertaining  aaight  that  Uie  people  ran  out  In 
crowda  to  faugh  at  it ;  till  the  asa,  oot  liking  the  noise  nor 
hiaaituailon,  kKkedasunderIhe  cords  that  b<>und  him,  and, 
Imabliag  off  the  pole,  tbil  into  the  river.  Upon  ttaia  the  old 
luan,  vexed  aud  'ashamed,  made  the  beat  oi^  hia  Way  iMwie 
again — convinced  tliot  by  endeavoring  lo  please  evi^ryliody, 
he  had  pleased  nobody,  and  lost  hia  aaa  into  the  bargain.'' 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  fear  already  that  in  my 
elTorts  to  please  these  gentlemen,  to  lecoooife 
everybody  with  iny  postage  bill,  1  have  placed 
myself  in  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  miller; 
and  that,  in  the  end ,  1  shall  find  that  I  have  please^ 
nobodv,  and  lost  my  bill  in  the  bargain. 

Well,  sir,  I  have,  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  spirk 
of  compfomise — foi^  that  is  the  spirit  which  appears 
to  pervade  the  country — split  the  difference  be- 
tween the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [iUr. 
Chamoler]  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Greeley.]  I  have  oot  made  a  perfect  aboli- 
tion of  the  franking  privilege,  but  have  provided 
that  the  postage*  of  members  upon  documeuta 
and  letters  received  and  sent  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fufid  i>f  the  Hou^e 


I  agree  most  cordially  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Chanoler,]  that  the  franking 
privilege  is  a  tax  upon  members  of  Congress; 
and- 1  would  much  rather  see  it  abolished;  for  it 
would  relieve  us  from  much  labor  imposetl  upotC 
us  under  its  use.  We  would  not  have  one  half 
of  Ihe  letters  to  answer,  if  those  writing  us  un- 
derstood that  alt  letters  received  and  sent  by  u» 
were  charged  with  postage.  I  repeat,  sir,  the 
very  fact  that  we  now  have  the  franking  privilege, 
indnoeaouT  correspondents  to  send  -more  letters, 
by  one  half,  perhaps,  than  they  wooltt  if  all  our 
correspondence  was  eharged  with  postage.  And 
as  we  are,  most  of  us,  faithful  correspondents, 
and  answer  all  our  letters,  it  does  indeed  amount 
to  a  most  serious  tax  on  our  time  and  our  labor. 

f  am  confident  that  imore  than  two  thirds  of  the 
public  documents  published  by  order  of  the  Onv- 
ernment  are  not  worth  to  our  constituents  what 
they  cost  the  Government  for  sending  them  free 
through  themoH.  Thegenileman  aaysthesedoc- 
umentsglvethe  book-makers  employment.  That 
ia  true;  but  the  gentleman  must  remember  that  all 
documents  worth  the  reading  would  still  be  pub- 
lished by  the  book-makers — the  book-makers  of 
the  people,  instead  of  the  book-makers  of  the 
Qovernment.  The  book-makers  would  etill  hava 
the  employment. 

This  bill  requires  that  any  member  aendinga  doe- 
imieM,  or  a  letter,  shall  intkirse  his  name  upon  it, 
thesamsasnow.  HeMustindorseitasofficial.and 
then  it  passes  dmragh  ihfe  mail  free  to  him  as  now; 
but  th^  postage  is  charged  to  him,  and  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fnnd-of  the  House.  It  does  not 
make  any  difference  in  its  cost  upon  the  Treasury 
whether  the  money  ia  paid  the  Department  in  the 
way  of  postage,  or  whether  it  is  appropriated 
direct  from  theTreastiry  to  saVe  the  Department- 
from  insolvency.  But  if  the  Department  must' 
sustain  itself,  and  it  performs  labor  for  the  Gh>v- 
emment,  and-  is  paid  for  that  labor,  it  gives  the 
Department  no  exease  for  denying  sucli  mail  fa- 
cHiilee  as  it  can  alTord,  and  as  the  necessities  of 
the  country  demand. 

If  the  Government  will  pay  to  the  Post  Office 
Department  the  amount  wnieh  it' coats  to  carry' 
the  matter  sent  through  the  mails  by  the  order, 
of  the  Govern rtisHt,  it  will  enable  thkt  Department 
to  furnish  such  facilities  as  the  proper  revenue  of 
the  Department  will  warrant.  It' wilt' also  have 
the  efieet  of  showing  to  the  coun'ry  how  much 
mall  matter  is  sent  through  the  mail  under  the 
franking  privilege;  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  will 
result,  in  the  end,  ih  the  final  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege  altogether.  When  the  people 
of  the  country  ertme  Vi  understand  that  ihey  are 
to  pay  13,000,000  a  year  for  the  mKt'er  which 
passes  freetbroagh  the  mail;  when  they  come  to 
understand  that  they  are  to  be  taxed  indirectly,  if 
not  directly,  for  the  payment  of  thia  amount,  they- 
will  demantl  of  their  Representatives  the  abolitioik. 
of  this  franking  privilege. 

The  postmaster  of  this  city  has,  at  my  re<|uest, 
furnished  me  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
mail  matter  which  is  ssnt  nut  from  this  office 
under  the  franks  of  the  members  of  Congress. 
The  account*  are  kept  for  one  month,  aiid  upon 
these  accounts  an  estimale  is  made  for  a  ^ear.  It. 
proves  fully  what  I  have  repeatedly  said  about- 
the  amount  of  free  matter  passing  through  the ' 
mail. 

City  Po«t  OVncs,  i 

Wasbik^tom,  U.  C.  ,  Afay  37,  ISM.  i 

8ta :  In  compliance  wKb  your  re^aaal,  I  have  Ae  lionor  ■ 
lo  indoae  herewith  a  attiemanteskiMlingtheflnakedmail 
mauer  Ihcwaided  ftom  this  office  dariag  the  month  of 
January,  IH&4. 

I  am,  very  leapaetniUy.  yoar  obedient  aarvaal, 

JAMBS  a.  amRET,  A»r*iist*r. 

T»<  Hon.  B.  B.  Oths,  Cinirmail  WmanlllM  oa  (la  J>e>< 
O^cc  and  Poti  Road;  'Houic  c^il«^*tentafivei. 


Stat*"'"*!'  ^xJtiAiKna  Us  ^uaniVii  «/  laaii  taoUir  ttntfUm , 
tkU  o^ct  during  the  laonl^  o/ Jdnuory,  18S4,  upon  wAirA 
pO<la^e  Is  coilecrfd,  and  tha (ring  f Aa  -amaunt  of  revenu* 


ikat  wosirf  oMrae  i/ik4  same  lao*  ektirgeaU*  with  ^Kwlaga 

ond  fr«paid :  ^     _ 

.Number  of  lettsn  franked  by  members  of  Congreaa, 
77,M7. 

Weight  of  letten  franked  by  member*  oft^oegreas,  3,44S 
pound*. 

Amntini  nf  postage  on  the  aame  if  prepaid,  $4,663  6-). 

Weight  of  public  docnownla  liaiiked  by  members  of  Con- 
gress, 693.60II  pounds. 

Amount  of  piiawge  on  the  aame  if  prepaid,  41  lfl,iKI  90. 

Weight  of  leilera  franked  by -lb*  Kxecuiive  o/Boe*,  7;063 
pounda. 

Amount  nf  poatag*  on  the  aame  if  prepaid,  96,7n  40,       ' 

,1^e«hiD(a«wapafaa,,m,u(8po|ta4e. 
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Total  uwNint  fat  on*  momh,  9ltt,MT  tt. 
Totnl  anionnt  for  iwrtrn  mnnilis,  $iy469fSM  M. 
Total  aiiiouni  iTunpajd  twelve  montbay9-j,931,049  90. 

Thi* exhibit  show*  that  (I,466,8ti6 for frte  nut- 
ter Icarini^  Washington  under  the  frankini;  priri- 
leee  would  be  added  ao  the  revenue  of  the  Poat 
Office  OepartmeDt,  if  the  change  contemplattd  by 
the  bill  be  made.  U  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose, sir,  that,  taking  th«  whole  free  roauer  pass- 
ing through  the  mails  of  th«  Uniltd  Stalsa— the 
exchange  of  newapa^ers,  and  tb«  franks  of  mem- 
bers during  the.  recces  of  Congress,  and  during 
their  absence  from  Washington  city — th#t  the 
revsnuc  derived  from  the  abolition  of  that  privi- 
lege, or  the  payment  by  the  Govarnoieot,  would 
be  ^,500,000. 

The  second  proppsitioo  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  to  abolish  so  much  of  the  act  of  1863 
as  makes  a  deduction  of  fifty  per  cent,  for  the  pre- 
payment of  postages  upon  newspapers  and  peri- 
odimls.  Thelaw  ostensibly requircaa newspaper 
passing  through  the  mail  to  pay.one  cent  postage; 
out,  in  fact,  it  pays  only  half  acent.  Let  me  illus- 
trate: Take  the  New  York  Tribune,  which  paper 
weighs  two  and  a  half  ounce*.  Under  the  law  of 
ISfta  the  postage  on  it  going  from  New  York  to 
New  Orleaas,  or  Sao  Francisco,  is  nominally  one 
cent;  but  you  have  a  proviso  in  the  law  that  wbert- 
prepayment  shall  be  made  at  the  office  where 
mailed,  or  delivered  quarterly  or  yearly,,  ther*. 
ah.tll  be  aireduction  of  fifly.  p«r'4senl.  Under,  this ' 
proviso  ihsre  is  received  aa  postage  for  carrying' 
that  paper  froiu  New  York  to  New  Orlconsa  half 
cent,  and  to  San  Francisco  only  a  half  cent.  One 
half  of  this  goes  to  the  postmasters  in  the  way  of 
commission,  and  there  la  then  left  to  the  Govern- 
ment only  a  quarter  cent  for  carrying  the  Tribune, 
weighing  two  and  a  halfounces,  from  New  York, 
to  San  Francisco.  Yon  pay  for  transportation 
across  the  Isthmus  alone  twenty-four  cefllSriter. 
pound.,  Now,  task,  is  this  right?  laitrigbitliat 
you  should  only  raceiva  one  quarter  «f  a  cent  for, 
carrying  twof  nd  a  half  ounces,  when  yea  pay  one 
and  a  half  cents  an  ounce  for  transportation  across 
the  lathoun  «lon«.  Now,  if  you  do, away  with 
this  reduction  of  fifty  per  osM.  on  newspapers  and 
psriodioajs  for  prepayment,  a  ravenua«f  fGOO,000 
would  be  brottgbliBto  iht  trmimTj  of  tim  Post. 
Office  Department. 

In  order  that  I  might  apeak  by  thabook, and  ex< 
hibit  fads  and  figures  on  this  nattar,  I  requaatsd' 
the  Postimsier  General  to  write  t»  tbepoaWaatsr 
a«  New  York  city  to  iumish  him  with  the  eiraiU*- 
tion  through  the  mail*  of  «erlBin  of  the  papfM  of 
*  that  city.  Th^  following  js  the  reply  of  the  Poat- 
roaster  General,  giving  the  iufbrmaiwn  I  desired: 

PesT  Ornos  Dsraavimns'  IMj^9,  UM. 
Sib  s  I  hetmrHb  inetaM  the  repty  at-  lb*,  pimnmwr  at 
NewVork,  to  lb«  letter  or  inquiry  of  Ibn  3d  imtant,r«qiiail 
Irtg  ihforiUBIfoii  a*  to  the  number  of  newspaper*  mailed  at 
Ibal  office,  ecroaipanyinf  wbieli  ale  •taienienufuriilabed 
bfr  ibe  Toaea  asd  Triniae«fllees<     •-      •  •  • 

I  am,  verj  reapectnilly,  your  obedient  eanrsDI, 

JAMES  W.  CAMPBELL. 
Bon.  B.  B.OlM,  CAatrman,  ^c.,te., UouttofRefrtttnt- 

Post  Ornea,  New  Toaa,  Jfay  »,  18S4.' 
Sia :  In  compliance  wiib  lb*  reoueateonlained  In  your 
IfU"  of  the  3dinvlant,  IdirecledMr.  ClarltgOrtbenewFpa- 
per  department,  to  apply  tn  perton  at  Ihe  office*  nt  the 
Tribune,  Time*,  Herald,  Eiprea*,  and  Courier  and  En- 
quirer, and  to  obtain,  if  no**tMe,  in  «  dlrtet  naMnc,tb* 
infofmadon  deaired  by  Mr.  Old',  Chairman  of  Ibe  Honae 
Committee, tie.  Tbeproprieloraof ItaeTribuneandTimea 
readily  furniahed  auch  inrormaiion  aa  la  ineloaed,  whilat 
the  oihen  gate  -^o  aatirtaction  iaibe  premi***,  the  "Herald 
drelining  to  aive  Ibe  iaCtmialion." 
Uaipeotraliy,  your  nboMeiM  aarvast, 

ISAAC  V.  FOWLER,  Putmrnltr. 
per  Wm.  CiiDWiLi,  Sacretary. 
Horatio  Kiaa,  Bra.,  A^  wtoMaalPeitawatfr  Oaiarai, 
fK<uikin|t>M,  D.  0, 

Mr.  Oreeley,  of  the  Tribune,  and  die  poblishen  > 
of  the  Times,  famiehed  the  information  in  refer- 
ent to  their  pitpers; but  theHerald,  Coorier  and 
Enquirer,  and  Express  reflased  to  do  sb.    Here 
is  Mr.  Greeley's  statemsnu 

Orrica  or  ths  Taisoaa,  New  Yoaa,  Vdy  9, 1854. 
SiKi  AA:oRlii>g«oy«urreqae*t,w«l*(bn8  yottthalwe 
aend  t*rouc*  <Ae  mai<<S,9S0  copfea  Dally  Tribune,  fK-WO 
copiei  8einl- Weekly  Tribune,  lin,»W«n|il«a  Week^  Tri- 
bune.   Aggregate  circulation  t4rOKf  4  tht  matU,  iai,TSO. 
Vtery  reapectnilly, 

eR^EIiBT  fc  MeELRATH, 
per  8.  BmcLiia. 
The  portage  on  the  above,  ftir  one  year,  at  the  present 
rate,  half  a  eeni^eoeh,  ii  •M,484. 
<riioaA*  Clask,  Eaq. 

The  circulation  of  (bf  THb«M»«loM,  tbrMfh 


the  mails,  under  the  present  postage  system,  ac- 
cording to  Greeley's  own  calculation  at  the  bottom 
of  h\a  letter,  yields  a  revenue  to  the  Department 
of  |43,484.  If  the  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent,  be 
done  away  with,  it  would  be  increased  to  f64,96(i. 
Mr.  Greatley  objects,  however,  to  this.  It  comes 
too  near  home  for  him.  Abolish  the  franking  privi- 
lege, says  Mr.  Greeley,  but  do  not  touch  newspa- 
per postage.  He  says  leave  newspaper  postage 
OS  it  IS  now)  and  meike  everything  which  passes 
through  ihs  maih  pay  it*  proper  expense  for 
their  transportation-. 

Is  a  ckaitgeof  three  cents  upon  a  letter  w«igh- 
ing  half  an  ounce,  and  half  a  cent  u|M>n  a  paper 
weighing  two  and  a  half  ounces,  paying  equally 
the  coat  of  their  transportation  i  Oh  t  Mr.  Gree- 
ley I  oh  I  Mr.  Gkeelsy !  A'  charge  of  ilirec  cents 
upon  bis  paper  would  bring  $500,000  revenue  to 
the  Department,  provided  the  circulation  aheuld 
be  the  same  as  it  is  now. 

A  great  deal  haa  been  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  about 
theposta^eain  E^land.  Mr.  Greeley  consiantlx^, 
vrhen  urgiag  cheap  poalage,  refers  to  it.  We  are 
CMiatanliy  referred  to  tbe  low  postage*  existing  in 
tkat  country,  and  we  are  constantly  asked  tahanra 
the  same  rates  established  in  this  country.  Do 
fCsntlemrn  understand  that  every  newspaper  pasa- 
ing  through  tbe  mails  of  Great  BKtainpay*  the 
same  postage  that  a  letter  pays?  Yet  this  is  so. 
Unless  it  is  printed  upon  stamp  paper,  which  pays 
a  duly  of  a  penny  to  the  Government,  it  must 
pay  a  postags  of  a  penny  in  passing  throagh  the 
mail.  If  you  pirt  Mr.  Greeley's  newspaper  at 
the  same  rate  of  postage  that  they  would  charge 
upon  his  paper  in  England,  the  revenue  derived 
from  it  would  be  (168,000,  instead  of  $42,000. 
AntI  yet  Mr.  Greeley  himself  says  that  every- 
thing passing  through  the  mails  should  pay  its 
proper  proportion  of  the  cost  of  trahsportation. 
Oh!  Mr.  Greeley!  Mf.  Greiley!  In  England  a 
newspaper  must  not  only  pay  a  stamp  duty  6f  a 
penny,  bat  even  then' it  cannot  pass  through  the 
mails  within  three  miles  of  London  unless  it  pays 
an  additional  postage  stamp  duty  of  a  penny. 
Take  one' of  tbe  London  papers  printed  upon 
stamp  paper,  and  if  it  is  mailed  seven  days  after 
it  is  issued,  it  tnuM  pay  an  additional  penny  post- 
age. 

Now,  I  ask,  why  make  thia  rsduction  ot  fifty 
per  centum  for  the  prepayment  of  poitk|;t  upon 
newapapera  and  periodicals  ssnt  to  lictual  sub- 
seribef*,  tb«  free  poalage  being  below  the  actual 
cost  oftransporlation  and  delivery?  IslbeOtyrem- 
ment  BO  embarrassed  that  it  mmr  have  this  money' 
three  months  or  more  in  advance  ?  Doe*  the  Gov- 
ernment savs  anything  in  consequence  of  prepay- 
ment of  postage  by  reguhtr  sabscriberst  Whjr 
is  this  reduction  of  fifty  per  centum  mad«?  Is  it 
not  a  bonus  given  to  tasae  newspapers  and  peri- 
odicals which  as  not 'un<i«rst*od  by  theeouN^? 
Waanot  th<»  proviso  sought  to  b<  repeated  slipped 
into  the  postage  law  of  1853,almosl  unknown  and 
clandesunelyj  la  a  postage  of  on*  cent  too  mueh 
for  a  paper-to  be  carried  from'  New  Orleana' to 
New  Yorkf  If- it  is  not,  do  away  with  this  re- 
duction of  fifty  per  centum,  and  you  will  thereby 
bring  i^OOJOW  into  th*  revenues  of  thaPoatOSce 
DspartmcnUi 

The  third  proposition  of  the  Commfttte  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  CHaNBLBR}  say*  i*  not 
sagaeiouB,  is,  that  all  letters  be  prepaid.'  I  think 
that  it  is  sagacious,  and  re<;oinmends  itsdf  to  the ' 
consideration  of  the  House;  because  it  establishes 
the  most  perfect  system  of  ebscka  and  babincs*' 
between  the  Post  Office  Department  here  and'  the' 
deputy  postmasters  in  the  country  that  you  can 
possibly  devise.  You  have  no  system  of  checks 
and  balances  now.  If  all  your  postages  were  pre- 
paid" by  8tarnps,'then  yon  would  hsve  a  most  per- 
fect system— one  that  would  at  once  detect  the 
slightest  fraud  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  proposition  possesses  some  sagacity 
also,  from  the  fact  that  it  will  be  a  great  saving  of 
labor  in' the'distributing  officesi  and,  in  fact,  to  all 
the  deptity  postmasters  of  the  country.  By  thi* 
system  you  can  do  awav  with  post-bills.  This 
alone  will  be  a  saving  of  nearly  one  half  of  the 
labor  of  the  deputy  postmasters  of  the  country. 
Thereissomesagscityin  the  measure  from  another 
fact,  that  yon  hare  now  relumed  to  the  dead-letter 
office  each  quarter  nine  hundred  bushels  of  dead 
letters,  the  greater  proportion,  fifty -two  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  of  wbiidi  are  unpaid.    It  is  a  aagaciou* 


prttposition  from  another  fact,  that  yon  get  pre- 
payment upon  these  dead  letters,  the  unpaid  post- 
ace  upon  which  amounts  to  about  $100,000  annu- 
ally.    Is  there  no  sagacity  in  that  f 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  good  effect 
to  be  derived  from  this  prepayment  of  our  post- 
agee.  It  ie  this:  The  moment  you  do  away  with 
the  system  of  sending  letters  on  which  the  post- 
age is  not  prepaid ,  yon  can  dispense  with  the  duty 
of  advertising  dead  letters,  the  coMof  doinewbieh 
is  an  enormous  expense  to  the  Posi  Office  Deport- 
ment. There  are  very  few  dead  letters  taken  out 
of  the  various  post  offices  in  consequence  of  being 
advertised. 

A  Mkmbsr.  You  tatmunialUd  for,  not  dtai 
letters. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Ye*;  thtrearefew,lsay,orthos* 
undelivered  letters,  which  are  advertised,  ever 
called  for.*  Letters  are  not  technically  ifent  until 
they  are  returned  to  the  dead-letter  office. 

The  law  requires  that  at  Ihe  beginning  of  every 
month  every  letter  remaining  in  the  post  office  is 
to  be  advertised.  Suppose,  as  an  illiistralioo,  that 
a  letter  reaches  a  post  office  on  the  31st  of  March; 
it  will  be  advertised  as  an  uncalled-for  letter  on  the 
next  day,  the  1st  of  April,  at  the  expense  of  on* 
cent  to  Government,  equal  to  one  third  of  its 
whole  postage.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  aboliahing 
this  advertisement  of  these  letters  which  are  not 
prepaid,  from  this  fact,  that  those  men  who  take 
antt  read  newapapera,  and  who  see  the  advertise- 
ments of  uncalled-for  letters,  are  the  men  wl^o  call 
regnlarly  at  the  post  office  to  get  their  roalla;  and 
those  men  who  do  not  call  regularly  at  the  post 
office  for  their  letters  are  the  men  who  do  not  take 
the  newspapers,  and  cannot  see  tb*  advertise- 
ment. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  art  the  three  improve- 
ments—or  what  we  consider  improv*meni»— 
which  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  desire  to  make  to  the  postal  laws  of  the 
country.  These,  sir,  are  the  propoaiiion*  which 
the  gentleman  fi^om  Pennsylvania  thinks  are  not 
very  sagacious. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  tbe  honorable  gM- 
tleman  from  Ohio  aUew  me  to  make  one  remark? 
It  is  this:  that  ao  faras  regards  the  prepayment 
of  letteis,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  committ**, 
and  am  ready  to  vote  for  that  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  . 
gentleman  for  restoring  the  commiUce  toifty-thrs* 
per  centum  of  its  sagacity. 

Mr.  CRANDLG^R.  Ob,  that  i*  a  v*f7  •moll 
quantity.     [Lauehter.] 

Mr.  OLDS.  Measured,  of  coarae,  in  tb*  gen- 
mah's  bushel.  Now,  what  does  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  propose  as  a  remedy  for  this 
insofvenoy  of  the  Post  Office  Department?  Let 
usenntrast  his  saMcity  with  the  sagacity  of  the 
Oontmitteeon  the  PpstOfficeand  Post  Roads.  Tb* 
comparison,  1  trust,  wiU  not  t>e  injurious  to  tb* 
committee^  * 

Fertamitely  for  the  committee  and  the  country, 
the  sagacious  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  m 
the  plenitude  of  liis  wisdom^  haa  discovered  tb* 
nns  fa*  mm.  It  i*  to  mak*  th*  Departaicot  a 
charge  upon  the  TUMUtury.  Tbdt  I  msgr  not  mi*- 
represent  his  siigaclly,  I  will  again  read  from  bia 
recent  •peach.    He  aays: 

•■Are  wc  then  to  Vlail  the  Port  Office  Defsurtmem  widi 
e*MareBndr«*tHMIWis,1>»eiM«*liha*exee<id«il  itopecial 
Income,  while  ire  confea*  that  public  (qod  ha*  muhtd 
trolti  lb*  etiraonHnarr  effiiit*  oTiu  officer*,  and  ttie  enlarged 
coit  of  Iheir  lerrtce?  Or  are  we  to  aay  that  lince  the** 
nieaaorei  of  pilbRi;  gnod  in  the  Po*i  Office  Oepanmeal 
exceed  in  co«  their  direct  retam*,  iherefiHe  we  will  laz 
the  coramanity  directly  fhr  ibeir  •nppon,  while  we  refer 
the  delfcrfeneyof  the  other  Departmenli  to  Ihe  ingenniiy  of 
Ihe  aecnitary  of  Uie  Treaiury .'  Shall  we  aay,  while  Ibe 
baa4  af  every  oilnr  -Oepanmstit  leaw  spoa  ifee  ways  aad 
m^anaof  tbe  Treaiury ^a(  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mi.  GnUitis 
•hiUl  have  no  intercourse.' 

"  Sir,  Ihe  whole  ai(umentla  liivor  of  inereaeing  tbe  rale* 
of  ponagei*  Ibsnded  nntlw  aaumpiinn  ibaiuie  poat  Offiea 
Depanment  must  anilain  itself.  With  yoDr'^eimlsaiMh 
Mr.  Chainnaa,  and  the  patience  of  Ibe  Hoaae,  I  pu>pa*» 
looking  at  that  aatnmpiion,  and  I  do  It  now  liecBBi>«  all  lb* 
PoMmaaier*  General,  as  welt  a*  the  Pom  Officw  Conmit. 
leea,  seem  lo  have  lakm  it  Ibe  asaBtad  that  audi  aimaM  hs 
Iheeaae.  Why  aboMldtbo  Post  Oflica  Ueponnaai  bccalW 
on  to  xusuin  itself  more  than  any  other  Deportment  ol  iMa 
Government  f  Why  should  Mr.  Campbell  be  compellrd  Ie 
keep  hi*  offlcM  hand*  ont  of  the  Treaaary  more  than  Mr. 
Dobbin?  AadwhyatinaldJniBBCampbclt***aanBadbi« 
Department  bo  ezcludod  from  iliobeneflisortha  daficieney 
bill,  Willie  ttiat  of  the  Dciiartment  under  General  Darb 
iaampl)'  and  cBrefully  provided  fbr  therein.'  TbatiitJt* 
qnestloo.*' 

The  gentlemaii'*  sagacion*  phipoaitiini  lo  re- 
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Kem-^'PofltOfficti Department  from  inaelrHicy 
is  to  faWen  it  on  the  Treasury  of  the  Oniled  State*. 
It  ii  truly  a  wonderful  diecovery;  one  fof  which 
tiu  g«Qtl«inMi  it  auicly  entUlad  to  receive  Ultera, 
patent.  I  amnowreadytoaclcnowleiigethecorn, 
and  say  the  gentleman  is  wqndroua  eagacloue.! 
But  an  undutiTuI'  son  who,  perhaps,  e9!:pend8  five 
hundred  dollars  a  year  moxe  than  bis  falner  would: 
allow  him,  might  have  the  same  sagacity  ■  and  still 
draw  upon  his  father's  funds  to  pay  the  deficiency, 
and  save  himself  from  iitsolveocy^  The  gen- 
tleman's, paieot,  I  thinki  will  meet  with  rotdy 
■ale. 

.  BiM,  air,  4he  niiMBent  ttou  <tMte»  the  t>acit  OlSce 
1>«par(mcnt  upon  the  Treamiry  of  the  United- 
Siatee,  what  will  be  the  result^  The  deficiency, 
vrill  increase  }U*t  ••  they-lMwe  in  the  Axmy  and 
Navy  Departroenla  of-  thR'&overnaieM,  ubuI  you 
run  up  the  exf>aB*e«iof  the  Pom  Office  Department, 
aa  you  hare  those  other*,  to  roorethan$10,Q00,000 
a  yeari 

Butt  air,  how  is  this  deficieney  to  be  meti  We 
must  have  increased  mail  facilitiee  for  the  country, 
Weareagrowiagpeople.  Tbi*  v«cy  Congress 
hM«lrc«dy  added  two  Territorua^  thc^  Untied 
.  Statee.  And  yen  maat  extend  th^^mail  facilitiea 
t«  them.  In  186Q  you  had  to  extend  them  tO'  Cal- 
iforiiie,  and  Utah,  and  New  Mexico.  We  are  a 
n^^ty  and  a  growiog  paople,  and  .our.mail  &eil- 
ities  must  increase  as  the  population  and  comr 
mense  of  the  eonntry  itcreaaefe.  H«w  ia  it  to  be 
done?  The  gentleaaan  from  Pennsylvania  saya 
faialtn  it  upon  iheTFcaisury  of  the  United  States, 
But  how  is  the  deficiency  to  be  met  there?  By  a 
tarilTt  1  suppose,  will  be  the  answer.  The  gen- 
tlentan  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hatsn]  tatkedCeel- 
iofly  and  affeetingly  the  other  day  abdtit  the 
correspond enee  of  the  servant  eirlr  and  servant 
men,  and  I  might  add|  too,  the'lt^Hciog  men  of 
Um  country.'  Ay,  it  would  not  do,  he  said,  to 
tax  them.  Botfaaten  this  ■ystem  upon  CbeTreas- 
oryt,  and  the  servant  girl,  when  ske  goes  to  tke 
atore  to  buy  a  dress,  must,  ujNier  the  lafifT  oper- 
ation, nay  indirectlya  tax  to  Supply  thed^cieacy 
in  the  Post  Office  revenits?  Ypufastenit  u]>onthe 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statet,.apd  you  fasten  the 
tfxes  upon  those  who  do  not  use  the  mails  q(  the 
country.  Ypu  uuteni^  in  spite  of  all  yo^(,arp- 
testouoof^.upjan  those  articles  «f  dresa  wjiiph 
the  servant  girls  and  ser.Yaat  n)ea  npusttiae  ani^ 
have.  ■  . 

.  Mr.  HAYEK,  (interrupting.)  1  will  say  tg 
ttLe,gentleman  that  if  he  had  oi^y  allowed  the  Con)> 
inittqs  of  Woyaand  Means  to  report  the  tarififbill 
fbjis  mocpingthe  would  have  seen  that  we  piopope 
to  raise  our  l-evenue  upon  iron,  silica,  aod  such 
articles,  of  which  servant  girls  and  acrvant  men  do 
iv>t  use  ranch. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Who  write  the  letters  pftb^ 
couotryJ  Not  the  serraqt  girlst  who  only,  p«r- 
haps,  now  and  then  write  a  Tetter  to  make  known 
their  affections  to  parents  in  the  old  country.  The 
same  is  true  as  to  servant  men.  I  repeat',  sir,  who 
write  the  letten,  and  carry  on  the. large  corre- 
apondence .' 

..AB«iiU  sir>  hear  ibe.  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
v^ni(i.  [Mr.,  CtLfumuea]  upon.,^h«t  tpbjeot.  He 
says: 

<•  A  isBUenliapf  oxteadr*  eatfaipe«4a«ee  jsy'r  in  rsply 
to  a  nfiie  mim  me :  '  Ai  ihr  letter  poBtage,  I  pay  to  the  De- 
partment noKr  certainly  i|900  per  annuip  more  tbaa  Tdid 
when  the  pMtage  traaflve  ami  ten  cents.'"'  • 

By  this  precious  merceatii  we  see  that  it  is  not 
the  serving  girls  and  serving  men  who  uae  most 
extensivelv  the  mails  of  the  country,  but  quite  a 
different  class  of  society. 

The 'gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  baa  a  corre- 
spondeM  who  pays  fSOO  m&tt  postage  nnder  the 
three  cent  rate,  than  be  did  under  the  five  rfnt 
r«e.-  'Wbat'iAust  be  the  amount  of  his  corre- 
spondence, when  compared  with  that  of  the  servant 
girls  and  servant  men  of  theeounlry?  And  yet 
uader  his'praposidon,  that  very  correspondent 
might  not  pay  any  more  revenue,  under  the  «per- 
a^it  of  the  tariff,  than  that  of  theservatit  girl  or 
Arvantman;  perhaps  not  as  much. 

To-ilbMlraie  it  aijiiin,  a  little  further.  It  is  a 
notorious  fact,  that  one  of'  the  messengers  about 
this  HaH  has  been  asking  the  memb«ra  of  the 
House,  for  their  docoment  books,  that  he  mity 
obtain  the  list  of  names  of  those  to  whom  wesend  - 
documents.  For -what  purpose  is  this  2  A  gei<- 
tleman  in  Baltimore  pays  him  thirty  cents  a  hun- 
dred for  copying  those  names,  with  their  post  office 


address.  It  is,. sir,  thathe.majr  kna<w  to  whom 
aixl  where  to  semlhisbusinesaeircolara— perhapa 
a-lottery  aoheme  in  thacity  of  Baltimore.  Thirty 
cenls.  a  hundred,  air,  to  get  the  namca  and  the  ad- 
dress of ,  our  constituents.  Coamparebia  cprre- 
spandanoS' with  that  o£theBsrvanitinaB  or  girl ;  and 
yet  h»  inay  not  pay  more  revenue,  under  the 
tariff,  than  do  these.  latter  upon  the  goods  they  are 
OMipelled  to  purchase. 

1  must  rsfSr  again  to  the  remarks' of  thegen. 
tlenan  from  JPeaasylvania,  In  speaking  of  the 
bill,  and  the  argument!  urged  in  its  support,  be 
sajns: 

•'  But,  Mr;  Chairman,  If  the  plan  is  wroni— If  Ibe  Mil  la 
iroWttrtliy  Dw  aeeeptaaee  of  Congress — sifTt  more  ia  the 
l*ad>n(  ponton  of  Um  argument  of  il«  aMe  advocate  uo- 
woiiby  (li*  I'snie  and  lu«  poaiiion; 

"The  lioiinrable  gentleman  who  la  at  the  tiead  or  the 
Pnstomce  Cdininittee  dcmanda  that  the  postage  bo  raised' 
noin  three  to  flvecentii  prepaltf,  and  thla,  aiA<>ng- othsp- 
ressenr,  upne  iha  groai>4  ihat  the  West,  Um  agriealtunl 
regions,  must  ottierwise  be  mpAv  to  sulTer  Uy  tile  cupidity 
of  tlie  commercial  purtiuiis  of*  the  cftuntry,  and  l>c  com- 
pelled to  pay  ft>r  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  ahmgthe  sea- 
board.  Such  an  argmaent,  or«a  a^umantlhuaA>aadeA, 
sooimIs  strangely  Irom  Uie  mouth  of  a  vtaleaoiani  Bed, 
conceding  that  character  to  the  cbair^n  of  the  coin- 
mitiee,  1  profess  myself  astonished  at  the  error  into  which 
his  (heliogs  liave  betrayed  him." 

Why,  sir,  it  seems  to  me,  if  I  upderetand  myi- 
self,  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has. 
entirely  misuoderatood  ray  remarks.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  the  interests  of  the  people  of  com- 
mercial New  York,  io  resp)Kt  to  oorrespondencS), 
are  d^tierent  from  ttioae  of  Aba  agricultural  portions- 
of  the  West.  1.  sufipose  the  raercb/ant  in  New 
Yprk  has  just  aa  much  interest  in  haviog,C()mmu- 
nication,  with  th^fariiiier  ip  Ohio  A<t.tlwi  Ivtinft  in 
Ohio  baa  iq  holding  .coranttiucati|[^  with  the  ai|sr- 
chaAtiq  New^Torlu  .  They. are  equally  interested 
in  haying  mail  facilities  kept  up  between  them,  and 
you  cannot,  io  Ibis  respea,  s^para^  the  imerpat. 
broae  from  that  of  the  other. 

My  reotarks  were  based  uppn  the  supposition 
that  low  postages  must  result  m  denying  increased 
mail  facilities;  anil  that  in  tbe  Atlantic  States  ttmir 
jnai|  arranjEements  yme  perfect^}  they  needed  no 
increase  of  oi^ il  facilities,  but  that  |n  the  W  e^  and, 
Sputh,  i9  sbprC  in  almost  all  the  ri^ral ,  district»t. 
we  needied  largely  increased  mail  faoiliiise;  that 
copseqaenily  low  ppstAgMoperatiedi.against  the 
interest  of  the  South  and  Weal, 

Again,  the  gentleman  talks  about:  the  expres 
carrying  lettara  fiom  Boatoii  to<  Baltimore. ibr  a 
iMBi»y  e^ch,  and  Ihat,  «p*B  every  leuer  passing, 
betsreen  these  eitieai«ip«n  whieh  three  cenia  are 
paidttwo  cents  are  paid,  for.the  eeiablisluneni  and 
maintenance  of  mail  facilities  (or  the.Weot..  Naw^ 
sir,  J  repeat,^  that  the.  commercial  men  in  New 
York,  or  Philadelphia^  or  Boston,  or  ^alUmor*, 
are  as  much  Interested  in  having  mail  foptfitiea  at 
tbe  West  as  are  the  people ^of  the  West  tl^em- 
setvee;  and  thet'efore  this  tW'o  cents  of  which  the 
gentleman  speaks  goes  to  maintain  the  mail  facil- 
itiee in  which'  the  itian  who  pays  them,  directly  is 
iotereated. 

Sir«  tbe  postal  .system  of  tin  United  States  is;a 
system  in  which  all  are  alike  intewsted.  Netir 
Vock  iaaa  OMMh  iaterected  in  having  each  mail 
facilities  aa  will  enable  letters  to  pass  from  New: 
York  to  Minnesota  «r  Nebraska,  aa  are  tbe  peo- 
ple of  thcsaTcrritoriss.  Ths  .gentlciuaa  f^om 
New.  York  [Mr.  i^AirsN]  read  fri»m  the  report  of 
the  Poalmaster  General,  to  show  that  after  paying 
for  their  own  mail  facilitiea,  hit  State  paid  a  laive 
amount  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Po«t  Office  Department  in  the  sparsely  setUed 
regions  of  the  couslry.  Now,  air,  1  hold  in  my 
hand  an'exhibit,  furnished  me  by  the  Auditor  of 
tbe  Post  Offic^epartment,  ahowl^g  the.  cost  of 
transporting  the  mail,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
Departasent  coUeeted'  in  different  State*  of  the 
Unibn.  The  results  clif!%r  m^t  inateif ally  frotn 
thpse  furnished  by  the  gentleman  from  ^.ew  York. 
They  are  of  such  importance  that  I  will  read 
them: 

AooiToa'a  Orncs/PosT  Orrios  DevutnoniT,  > 
Maf9, 18M.     I 
8m:  tn  compliance  with  yoor  re<{iieat,  [  have  the  iinnor 
to  send  horewilh  a  smtenient  of  that  portion  of  tlie  expendi- 
tures of  the  Pi^  Office  Depannicnl  charged  In  the  several 
States  and  Terrilorie>,  and  the  amnunlor  postages  collected 
in  the  same,  hr  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  3071833. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieiu  servant, 

WM.  P.  PHILLII'S,  JludOtr. 
Hon.  Edsok  B.  OLsa,  Hmut  of  RtpraeiUaticm, 
UtT  thtfiu^  y»ar  tDittJwf.aOt  1853. 


and  Tarriiories. 


Maine,  .V 

New  Hampahise. 

Vermont 

Masaaobuaetta 

Rhode  Island 

Conaeetiest.... 

New  York 

New  Jersey &. 

Peimaylvanla 

Deiawase 

Maryland • 

Disuietof  OotumUa.. . . 

Virginia 

NonbOeroliBa.^ 

aoaiitOaroUna.... 

Oeoiaia 

PIXida 

Alaliama]...,. ....... ... 

Miaanappt...... ; 

L«uist«ua..........'i... 

Arkansas.. ..». 

Texas 

Tsiinespee...'. 

Kentucky.. ..v. 

Ohio........ 

Michigan ^...i.. 

Indiana... 

lllinoi 

Miasauii »•-..> 

Iowa 

Wi«coi>sm,.. 

Oaliforaia. 

Oregon  Territory 

Mian£soia  Territory . . . . 
New  Mexico  Terrluiry.. 

Ulab  Te^rilury ,.., 

Nebraska  Territory,... 


Total 
amount  of 
expaaditura. 


«l  19,684  it4 

67.310  33 

96,800  4? 
994{3e«i6 

30,817  3S 
13I,36S  &> 
aW,49l34 
100,913  91 
414,043  85 

l6,3tS  74 
BS»y8S3  64 

33,006  87 
396,769  33 
904:606  14 
lST,&7a  99 
S7»/t41  IS 

4S,9M09 
993^699  66 

Iftlc499  91 
14K9S3  0S 

161,14996 
134,9W<67 
191,114  «6 
S3Ude9  4S 
l89(8S9«a 
174,351  79 
S64,ai2»99. 
188,041.61 

J»i33$,94. 

78,606.  U 
94),M4il  91 

SS,9S.3S, 
3,81826. 

10,996.  .43 

337  93 


Postages  cot- 
lected. 


f  1SS,I»«  94 
8I,7U3.J>3 
78i638  86 

463,966  «0 
47,377  79 

146,364  46 

],I75,il6  116 

H>,U74  17 

488,306  3U 
16,319  71 

lia,l»8  II 
37,833  89 

183,479  19 
61I,7.M  iSl 
»it98S  7S 

144,600^4 
ie.8»'83 
99,091  86 
73,tOS  91 

M8,I7»18 
9»,I0«89 
47,164  46 
85,701  10 
.    Il9,.<i49  60 

375,759-79 
98,757  19 

137,339-43 

98^81  89 

.     40.980  99 

73,670  83 

193,159  00 

.      9,797  34 

S^Caa  86 

517  99 

956  66 


Now,  sir,  if  ths  gentleman  wovld'charge  New 
York  upon  the  same  rule  that  he  haS  charged  the 
otherSlates,  be.must  charge  her  fpr.ibe  tranapor- 
tation.  of  the  mail  from.  New  Yotk  to  Liveepool,. 
which  would  make  $800,000  in  one  lift.  Al^ain: 
the  transpbrlAtionof  the  mail  from  N*w  York  to 
San  Francisco  should  be  charged  to. New  York,. 
,which  will  give  another  life  to  that  State  of 
$800)009.  'When  you  cometo  place  these  charges' 
to  th^  account  of  that  State,,  the  gentlemen  will' 
fipd  th^t  m«  balAncsM  over  the  lel&,-it  is  greatly, 
agaiosl  that  Stats. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  make  anjr  calculation'  by" 
which  the  proper  ampunt  of  debt' e()d  fredit  caO: 
be.£xed  for  aay,  one  State,  u  a  letter  'is  to  be- 
senl>from  New. York  to  NewOrleanai  the  postage 
is  paid  in  New  York;  but  the  expense  of  transpor. 
tation  throia|h'  the  State  of  Ne«r  Jersey  is  charged 
to  that  State;  tbti  tr&naportation  throi^^  a  poruon 
of  Pennsylvania muBt  be  charged  to^Pcnnsylvania, 
aad  in  like:  manner  through  thv .  Slates  of  Mary- 
lattd,  Deftware;  Virghiia,  North  CaroKna,  South 
Cajr()linB,|gre9;sia.and  Alabama, .before  ijt  reaches 
New.Orleans.  ^heae  facts  must  all  betaken  into 
consideraiion-in  estlBHitiflg  tbe  expenses  and  re- 
ceipts of  tbe  De^irtmi^nt  in  any  one  State.  I  say; 
therefore,  thati^^  utterly  impossible  to  arrive  at. 
anything  like  a  correct  conclusion  in  this,  respect. 
Neither  IS  the  solution  of  the  quMtion  of  the  least  | 

firactical  importance.    Our  postal  system  is  not  a ' 
oca',  a  Stale  insUtM^ion,  but  it  is,  m  every  sensa 
of  tbe  word-~in  osefub>essi  in  importance^  and  in 
interest — a  natmnal  iiistitiition. 

The  exhibit  of  tbe  Aiiditor.^Kows  soms  Slates 
ai^  Territories  in  wbj«)).bat.»i<ihe:Of  the  expense 
of  the  mail  facilities  is  collected  in  such  State  or 
Territory.  This,  sir,  illustrates  the  utter  futility 
oif  abandoning  tbe  postal  system  to  private  enter, 
prise,  as  propoeed  by  the  gentleman  firom  New 
York,  [Mr.  SiuTa.] 

The  carrying  the  mail  muet,  fr6m  necessity, 
be  a  monopoly.  Shall  it  be  a  Government  mo- 
nOpoly,  or  shall  it  be  individuid  monopoly?  For 
one, sir,  1  prefer  aOovemraent  monopoly.  Gov 
emment  carries  dte  mails  where  they  do  not  pay, 
as  shown  by  the  letter  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post 
Office  Departtnent.'  Privale  enterprise  would  not 
care  for  such  regions  of  country.  The  Govern- 
ment dwes.  That  is  the  difference  between  a  Gov- 
ernment m'onbpoly  and  private  enterprise.  When 
gentlemen  talk  about  the  destruction  of  our  postal 
system,  they  talk  about  destroying*  that  which  is 
the  admiration  of  theOld  World.  Let  me  read  an 
extract  from  the  London  Morning  News  of  May 
I7lb,  to  which  1  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen: 

"AasaiOAK  PorrnL  S*iTis*tce.— Some  lime  since  a 
paragnpU  appeared  in  iha  Daily  Newa  on  |||«  Anwftfan 
post  nmce  system,  containing  some  interesting  ata(i;ll«a, 
derived  fmii  documents  presented  to  Congress,  Since  that, 
oOlerdooiiinenlaftnm  the  same  source  have  been  pollllshM, 
eoMainiatalore  paritailaiaaad  rtMigai  a|alaBt  itae  JMdsli ' 
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Gnveniroent  of  illiberalilx  ami  unMrneM.  Nothing  con- 
tribum  lo  Ihrnw  innrelifht  on  the  nocial  profraa*  of*  aallon 
Ihui  potnl  •uiiutcf,  and  in  the  United  Sutea  theae  alalia- 
tioa  are  given  with  mucb  greater  fuUneaaam)  clearnaM  tlian 
they  are  in  Europe.  Ttie  reporta  of  Uie  American  Post  Office 
Departmeni  are,  in  fact,  valuabis  Slaia  papers,  nni  un- 

'  worliiy  Itae  attention  of  Bngliili  ataieamen,  at  tbry  may  aec 
therein  the  aoorcaa  by  wbich  national  enmity  may  be  liept 
alive. 

**  Some  idea  or  the  rapid  prngreaa  andincrenaed  extent  of 
the  great  niodent  RepulMic  may  be.  formed  from  the  tkci 

'  tliat  in  1853  nearly  two  ihouaand  new  po#t  iiAcea  were  ea- 
tablUhcd  in  the  Untied  Siatee ;  that  during  Uiat  year  the 
length  of  the  mail  routes  had  incceaited  four  thouMiid  mifea, 
and  the  annual  tranaportaiion  of  .mails  to  three  roilliona 
of  miles.  Weboaatin  England  of  the  post-oflce  accom* 
modalino  we  ftet,  and  of  the  gigantic  machinery  of  our 
Post  Office  Depanmenl.  On  the  first  of  December,  1653, 
tliere  were  twenty- two  thousaod  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  post  oflRcea  in  the  United  States^  tliree  time*  as 
many  as  there  are  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  number 
of  miles  the  mails  travel  over  railways  in  the  United  Stales 
is  twelve  times  tbe  number  they  travel  over  in  this  country, 
and  in  steam  packMa  sevon  times  Ihanumber.  The  United 
Slates  Post  Office  Department  has  engagemenu  with  nearly 
ail  tboasand  contractora  fbr  conveying  mails  by  coaches, 
steamboata,  and  railways  ;  and  Jhe  annual  transportation 
of  mails  in  that  coaniry  la  siity-one  millinns  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-two  thousand  Ave  hundred  and  fony-lwo  joilaa, 
two  thirda  the  distance  of  the  ea.rth  from  theaun. 

"The  postal  report  says ; 

" '  The  niilure  of  the  revenue  from  letter  postage  to  re- 
cover, during  a  period  of  almost  unexampled  prosperity  and 
eommerciiil  aclivitv,  with  the  same  rapidity  under  the  act 
Of  185( ,  as  it  did  under  the  act  of  1645^  may  be  arcuunlrd 
for  upon  tbe  sapp^isliion  that  th«  latter  act  had  already 
stimulated  thu  correspondence  of  the  country  nearty  to  the 
highest  point  nf  whici)  it  was  capable,  and  that  therefore 
the  act  of  1651  afforded  but  little  further  inducement  to  use 
tbe  mails.* 

Aft******  *  *• 

"  Flfky  thousand  persons  emigrate  to  the  United  States 
from  the  Geruinn  doniiniotia  yeaily.  The  best  portion  of 
the  industrial  )iopiilalion  tifthe  latter  country  has  been  es- 
caping from  the  leaden  and  stopid  deifpotixnis  there  to  get 
cllj'»w  room  and  breathe  thv  air  of  liberty  in  the  colossal 
western  Republic.  The  vast  tide  of  emigration  vniergea 
from  Eur4ipe  at  Bremet^Haven,  and  the  Aiuerican.Govern- 
loeiit  liave  reduced  ihe  pfMtage  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Bremen,  tii  consequence,  to  5d.  All  the  States  of  the 
German  Austrian  PomhI  Unioohave  the  advantage  of  this 
reduction,  when  tlieir  pmiage  to  and  from  Bremoo  for  kt 
ters  to  and  from  the  United  Stales  is  S^d.  a. letter,  or  less. 
Austria,  Prussia,  and  Saxony  have  made  the  requisite  re- 
duction to  get  the  benefituf  the  fiv«- penny  rate,  and  tlie 
whole  of  the  German  Sutcs  will,  it  is  expaeud,  SDOO  come 
into  the  armiigi^uient. 

**  The  fbilowiiig  pRragraph,  copied  fiom  the  United  States 
PMtroaster6eiieral's  report,  deserves'  to  be  written  In  let 
tert  of  gold  Ibr  the  sancuon  it  gives  to  ocelm  postal  reform, 
and  for iuoouaidcrviun of  tbafealinfaaadliilaieattor emi- 
grants; 

'*  *  'J'he  reduction  of  the  letter  postage  fay  tbe  Bremen  tine 
to  one  half  the  former  rate,  offers  greatly  improved  fiicihties 
Hftr  the  ^nrreitpondencetoandOoni  the  continent  of  Europe. 
The  propriety  of  this  reduction  will  be  apparent  in  view  of 
the  fact  ihat  the  sea  postal  on  all  corraspondence  between 
this  country  and  Europe  has  generally,  and,  in.ioy  opinion, 
mtii^t  Ju^^tly,  been  considered  as  quite  loo  higti.  ft  is, 
moreover,  as  Well  our  interest  as  our  duty  to  extend  to  the 
large  and  inervastng_  Gfleman  population  of  the  United 
eUates,  and  to  their  friends  at  boiua,  tbe  iuost  Ittterai  means 
of  coinaiiinicalioii  prnclicable. ' 

"The  coniplaliils  of  the  American  Post  Office  against 
the  British  Government  are,  that  tbe  British  packets  are 
unduly  favored  with  tbe  carriage  of  Ihe  etosed  mails  lor 
Canada,  h.e  ,  and  that  llie  British  Ooyerniaeni  charge 
higher  proitortionate  transit  dues  Ibr  the  passage  of  Ameri- 
can mails  through  England  than  ttie  UuiK-d  Shites  Gnvern- 
menl  does  for  the  paasnge  of  Bngiistt  malls  thrfiugh  tlie 
United  Stales  lercitory.  Moreover,  thu  British  Governsai»it 
lias  refused  ail  the  overtures  from  the  American  Post  Office, 
(o  reduces  the  exmbiuuit  rates  on  pamphlets  and  magazines. 
A  Anal  attempt  to  o^Uln  liberality  ond  fairness  was  to  be 
made  t^  aubmiiiing  the  whole  iMtter  again  lo  Lord  Clar- 
endon. 

*'  To  theeceditof  tbe  American  6avernmant,it  manlfesU 
Ihe  utmost  kindness  and  consideration  for  the  Post  Office 
officials,  of  whom  there  are  upwards  oi'  thirty  thousand.  A 
large  portion  ofiUese  are  in  humble  capacities,  and  cannot 
be  aflbrded  lucrative  emoluments,  but  they  can  and  do  re- 
ceive great.«liej|tio«i  aiM^  kindness  as  rewards  fbr  tbe  exsr- 
ciaeofinielligenceaiul  trusiworthiness.  Tbe  Post  Office 
Anthoritie.4  iji  America  seem  to  be  Aitly  aware  that  to  carry 
out  such  a  detnitmeat  of  ibeir  own  wMi  advantage  to  the 
{MibUc,  requires  a  cordial  eobperalioa  of  Um  whole  stafT  nf 
olBcials,  .aiul  titat  such  cooperation  cannot  coex^  with 
chronic  discontent. 

"The  American  Poet  Office  documents  reveal  Ihe  rapid 
growth  and  amazing  extent  of  die  great  miVdern  Republic, 
nnd  manifest  great  indastry  snd  administrative  capacity  of 
its  subardinateOovprnmeni  officials.  No  matter  Itow  wide 
the  territory  or  scattered  llie  iiopulaiinn  of  tbe  United 
B<ates,  the  Government  of  that  country,  taking  the  initiative 
promptly,  bind  all  together  i>y  social  advantages  caleulaied 
to  pramcle  inleraal  trade,  general  adaeaSon ,  and  affection  - 
ate  iaiescourse.  Wliile  Making  abroad  on  Europe,  and 
witnessing  the  misery  arising  fh>in  present  and  previous 
kingly  ambitinti  nnd  dynastic  quarrels,  one  cannot  but 
envy  the  freedom  from  overwhelming  delA  and  trouble  en- 
Jojed  by  the  United  Stalea  Government." 

While  gentlemen  are  conitantly  referring  as  to 
the  postal  system  of  Great  Britain,  let  me  remind 
them  that  on  the  other  sitJe  of  the  water  our  ays- 
um  is  helil  up  as  a  model  systeni,  vortky  of  ad- 


miration,  and  as  worthy  the  model  Republic.  In 
this  country  we  have  three  times  the  number  of 
post  ofii^s,  and  twclre  times  the  anoont  of  rail- 
way, and  seven  times  the  amount  of  steamboat 
transportation.  Annually  in  the  United  States 
the  mail  is  carried  two  thirds  the  distance  of  tbe 
earth  frpm  the  sun.  'Truly,  sir,  our  postal  system 
may  be  tiailed  gigantic.  Truly,  it  may  challenge 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  Notwithsiandiag 
all  our  tinkering,  the  management  of  our  postal 
system  calls  forth  the  lauiTatioit-af  the  mother 
country. 

Adopt  the  rerx>mmendations  of  the  coromittse — 
for  they  are  also  the  recommendations  of  the  Post- 
master General — and  our  postal  system,  as  a  aelf- 
susiaintng  department  of  tbe  Government,  will 
continue  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
Pass  the  bill  introduced  by  the  committee,  and 
what  do  you  do  i  You  derive  from  the  free  matter 
passing  through  the  mails  more  than  (3,000,000 
of  revenue  to  the  PosfOffice  Department.  Pass 
this  bill,  and  you  derive  from  the  postages  upon 
periodicals  |fiO0,UUO,  making  $2,500,000  that  can 
be  appropriated  to  increase  the  mail  facilities  of 
the  country.  If  you  bring  the  railroad  compa- 
nies down  to  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  of  the  country,  you 
save  $600,000  more,' making  an  increase  in  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Post  Office  Department  of  $3,000,000, 
without  any  increase  of  fiostage  whatever. 

These  are  some  of  rhe  measures  sought  to  be 
attained  by  the  Post  Office  Committee,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  calls  tinkering  with 
the  postages  of  the  countrv.  I  feel  that  the  com- 
mittee has  discharged  its  duty,  and  I  feel  that  f 
have  discharged  mine.  I  have  given  much  atten- 
tion to  this  matter,  end  with  what  poor  ability  I 
possess  I  have  presented  my  reasons  to  the 
House.  My  argument  may  not  appear  OS  perfect 
as  it  would,  had  i  not  endeavored- lo  avoid  any 
thing  like  a  repetition  of  what  I  said  at  the  time  I 
introduced  the  bill  in  April  last.  I  have  convinced 
myself,  at  least,  that  the  amended  bill  is  one  of 
vital  importance  to  the  country.  I  trust  that 
the  substitute  may  be  adopted  in  the  place  of  Ihe 
original  bill,  and  that  it  may  speedily  become  the 
law  of  the  land.  But  if,  in  my  desire  to  please 
everybody,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  see  my  bill, 
litce  the  ass  of  the  miller,  tumbled  into  the  river, 
I  shall  console  myself  with  the  thought  that  I 
have  discha>rged  my  duly,  and'  that  moss  who, 
after  me,  are  pUned  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  will  be  able  to  devise  such  plans  as 
will  be  worthy  the  reputation  beatoweii  by  an 
admirine  world  upon  the  Post  Office  Department 
of  (he  United  States. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  first  upon 
the  following  amendment,  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr. Smith,]  to  come  in  at 
the  end  of  the  bill: 

Jind  he  UfuTtktr  enadtd,  That  this  act  aball  oontioue  in 
force  two  years,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  that  lime  the 
Post  Office  Department  shall  be  abolished,  and  Individuals 
and  asssciailons  shall  Hiereaner  ke  as  Urea  to  cany  leilsra 
aa.Io  carry  anything  else. 

The  queation  was  put;  and  th*  amendment  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  qucMion  tscnrred  on  the  anMndmeni  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Haven  to  thesobatitute  for  the  bill. 

Strike  out  the  four  flrst  secMns  pf  the  auhaiitaie,  aa 
follovrs ; 

That  from  and  after  the  mmmeneeoient  of  the  next 
fiscal  quarter  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  franking 
privilege  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  wholly  and  entirely 
abolished ;  and  the  ihlrd  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
enlilled  "  An  acliq  amend  tiie  aelentilled  'An act  to  raduce 
the  rates  of  poslage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse 
of  the  franking  privilege,  nnd  for  the  prevention  nf  frauds 
on  tlie  ravemies  of  Ihe  Post  office  Deportment,'  passed 
March  I,  1847,"and  alt  otiier  acts,  and  parts  of  ads,  grant- 
ing nnd  confitrring  upna  any  person  wboaseevet  the  right 
or  privilege  to  receive  and  traosmlt  through  the  mail,  free 
of  postage,  letters,  packets,  public  documents,  newspapers, 
periodicals,  or  oiher  mailer,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealcdi 

Sec.  S.  -And  i<  U/urtKer  tnatttd.  That  all  letters,  pack- 
ets, public  documents,  newspapers,  periodicals,  or  other 
matter,  seiu  or  reecived  through  the  mails,  ttne  of  post- 
age, under  exioting  laws,  by  Ihe  several  heads  of  Depart- 
ments, bureaus,  and  offices,  shall  be  charged  with  posuge 
according  to  the  rales  now  existing,  or  which  may  hereafter 
bo  established  by  law  ;  and  the  poctage  so  charged  shall  be 
paid  quarterly,  out  of  any  money  in  the  TreaAry  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  up<>ti  the  requisitions  of  the  Postmaster 
General  made  upon  accounts  audited  nnd  certified  by  tlie 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Depaitmcnl. 

Stc.  3.  JIni  be  U  jurlktf  enacted,  That  all  iMIem, 
packets,  public  documents,  newspapers,  periodicals,  or 
other  matter  aeni  eriseelved  Ibrsogh  the  mail*,  free  of 


poense,  sader  existing  laws,  ky  members  af  the  Oenaia 
and  Jouse  of  ttepreaeatativu,  and  the  Seerolsrf  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houoe  of  BepresenlaUves,  nhall  be 
charged  with  posiage  according  to  the  rates  now  exisUrfeg, 
or  which  may  bersafter  be  sstaUlslied  by  law,  and  paid  a« 
of  tbe  eonUnfent  Anula  of  Ibe  two  Housea  of  CoofresB, 
Upon  accounts  audited  and  certified  by  the  Auditor  of  ilw 
Treasury  fbr  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  it  furtktr  enacted.  That,  lo  entitle  aor 
letter,  packet,  puldic  document,  newspaper,  periodical,  or 
other  raaner  to  be  ebatged  npon  Um  Treasury  rd'tlw  Uailed 
States,  or  upon  the  coHiingent  fund  of  either  House  of 
Congress,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  it  must  t>e  addreased 
to  or  indorsed  by  the  proper  person  or  officer  in  tbe  same 
manner  aa  is  now  required  bylaw  ts  entitle  Ibe  aaaie  so 
pass  through  the  mails  tree  of  postage. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  first  fear  saetiam  of  ihs 
bill  relate,  I  believe,  entirety  to  the  qiiesiion  of 
ftanking,  charging  the  expense  of  ths  transporta- 
tion Of  franked  matter  to  the  Treasury.  The 
other  sections  erf  the  MM  relate  to  the  legitimate 
business  of  the  Post  Offie* Department,  and  attould 
be,  in  my  opinion,  retained. 

M  r.  BENSON.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  omead 
the  amendment,  which  has  been  Juat  reported,  at 
this  stage  of  the  question  f 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  bein  order  ta  amend 
only  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  tbe  House.  The 
previous  question  hsving  been  ordered,  cols  off 
any  new  amendment.  As  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  would  be  in  the  iiatiir*  of 
an  amendment,  it  is  not  in  order,  unla^  by  uaoa- 
imnus  consent. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Then  I  ask  tb«  unanimoos 
consent  of  tbe  House  to  allow  me  to  move  to 
amend  ths  amendment,  by  striking  out  fell  that 
portion  of  the  bill,  or  substitute,  which  rfiMS  not 
relate  to  the  abolition  of  the  franktng  privilege 
simply,  without  charging  it  over  to  tbieOoveni- 
ment.  Ifl  understand  the  amendment  of  llie  gea- 
tteman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Havb>,]  it  i» 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.')  It  is  proposed 
to  amend  the  amendment,  and  tnia  eon  only  be 
done  by  the  unanimetis  consent  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  will  see  that  tbe 
House  must  determine  whether  or  not  his  propo- 
sition will  be  entertained. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  have  asked  the  uiutnimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  enable  ens  to  move  to 
amend  the  anendment  by  striking  out  aki  of  it. 
except  the  first  section,  ifl  tinderstand  it  arieht 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendenraa  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Havkit]  proposes  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute by  striking  out  the  first  four  sections  of  it. 
It  is'now  proposed  to  amend  that  amendment  so 
as  to  strike  ont  the  second,  third,  and  fburtii  sec- 
tions of  Ihe  bill,  leaving  only  the  first.  That 
amendment  can  only  be  entertained  by  the  onaoi- 
mons  cnnsent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KEITT.     I  object. 

;Mr.  ETHERIDOE.  I  move  to  lay  the  billoa 
the  table. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  ntotion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  SAGE  called  fbr  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered-,  and  MsMril.CvBWTKaiid 
BecncK  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  tbe  teHers 
reported  thirty-nine  in  the  aWrihaiive,  (not  a 
sufficient  number.) 

So  tba  House  rsfosed  to  lay  the  biR  upon  tht 
table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Haven  to  strike  out  the  first  four  Bcetiotnof 
the  substitute. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Is  not  that  question  divisible, 
so  as  to  meet  the  object  I  desire  to  attain  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  because  to  divide 
is  to  amend;  and  the  previous  question,  whichhaa 
been  seconded,  cuts  off  all  amendmenta. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  demand  the  yeas 
sod  nays  upon  the  amendment? 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  lo  know  if  die 
morning  hour  has  expired  ! 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has;  but  the  Housa  has 
determined  that  the  main  question  shall  be  now 
put;  and  it  must  be  done,  because  it  is  the  order 
of  the  House,    It  sets  awde  all  other*. 

The  queation  was  then  tsken;  and  it  vaa  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— yeas  79,  naya  74;  aa  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  ApplMon,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  BaO,  Ben- 
son, Benton,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Brooks,  Buggt,  CaautbeO, 
Carpenter.  Caskie,  Chandler,  (?obb,  Corwin,  Crocker, 
Thomas  Davla,  Dswaon,  Dick,  Diekiason,  Dl*ae7,  Eddy, 
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fdmtndi,  Tbomaa  D.  Etiot,  Btheridie,  Ertrhart,  Ewini, 
lafler,  Oiddlni;<,  Ooodrich,  Aaron  Harlan,  Haven,  Hill, 
Hounon,  Howe,  Hunt,  Infaraoll,  Georie  W.  Jonei, 
K«T,  Kdoi,  Lamb,  Ijllly,  Lindley,  HrCulloch,  Maca, 
Hayall,Middlesiir«nh,  Joto  0.  Miller,  Millson,  Mnrnan, 
Murray,  Norton,  Farkcr,  Peck,  Peckhnin,  Pennington, 
Pralt,  Prlngla,  Puryear,  Heady,  David  Ritchie,  Kobbina, 
Baaaall.Babin,  Hage,  Shannon,  Oerrd  Smith,  Baoiuel  A. 
Binith,  Rieliard  U.  Stanton,  John  h-  Taylor,  Nathaniel  O. 
Taylor^rout,  Vail,  Wade,  Wallay,  Ellibu  B.  Wastaburna, 
laiaal  Waebbum,  Wella,  and  Tappan  Wentworfb— 79. 
'  NAYS — Meaara.  Abercromble,  Aiken,  Jamei  C  Allen, 
WlUia  Allan,  David  1.  Bailey,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bliss, 
Bri<te«a,Ctaambertaio,  Ctaasiain,  Chriaman,  Churchwell, 
Clara,  Colguitt,  John  O.  Davis,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Duu- 
bani,  Edmundsnn,  John  M.  GIMoit,  Ellison, £iigli>h,  Flor- 
snce.  Poller,  Ooode,  Greenwood,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Hasting,  Henn,  Uillyer,  Huehes,  Johnson,  Darfle) 
T.  Jones,  Keitl,  Kurti,  Latham,  i.UHUley,  MoOougal), 
McMttllin,  Maey,.Maxwell,  May,  Smith  Miller,  NicUoN, 
Olda,  Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell, 
Kaese,  Thomaa  Hflcbey,  Ruffln,  Seward,  Sbaw.  ShoWer, 
Singleion,  Skalcqib,  William  Smltb,  Gaotn  W.  Smjtb, 
Frederick  P.  Staaton,  HealorL.  8teTena,8{ratloD,amnb, 
John  J.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Tweed,  Optaam,  Van- 
nnl,  Walker,  and  Daniel  B.  Wrigbt— 74. 

So  the  Srst  four  section*  of  the  •ubstUuM  wtr* 
■trkken  out.  ' 

Th«  question  tbenrectirring  upon  thesubatitute, 
u  amended, 

Mr.  HAVEN  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Meeara.  CAitirBBLL,  and  Jonbi  of 
Louisiana,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  tttken;  and  tht  tellers 
reportetl — ayes  51,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  sunatitute,  as  amended,  was  rejected. 
.Mr.  WASHBURN,  6f  Maine.  I  move  that  the 
but  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BENSON.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
theyeas  and  nays. ' 

The  question  was  taken  noon  Mr.  WA(UBtiRN*s 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  94,  nays  51;  as  followa: 

TEAS— Meiara.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  WilHs  Allen, 
Appleton,  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Belcher,  Benson,  Bridges, 
Btigg,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chambeiteln,  Cbandler,  Cor- 
win,  Crocker,  CurUs,  Jotan  G.  Davis,  Thomaa  Davia, 
Dawson,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Diin«|r>Drnm, Eddy.  Edmands, 
Thomas  D.  Eliot,  John  M.  Elliott,  Ellison, Bnguab,  Ether- 
ld|C,  Everbart,  riaglsr,  Olddlnga,  Otmdrieta,  Aaron  Bar- 
Ian,  HasUnn,  Tlnvin,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Howe,  Bunt, 
Jollnson,  Kniix,  Lillv.  I.imlley,  Lindslry,  McCulloch, 
Mace,  Macy,  jMayall,  Miililit^swarth,  John  (';.  Miller,  Mor- 
gan, Miirrav,  IMiuboia,  Nurion,  Andrew  Oliver,  Farker, 
Peck,Pecln»ain.Penningiun,  BiKhnp  Perkin;*,  Pratt,  Prtn- 
gle,  Keady,  David  Ritcliie,  Thomas  Riichey,  Hnhbtna,  Rua- 
a«)l,  l$ab)n,0a£f,  Bhnnnon, Shower, Skclton.Gurrlt Smith, 
Samnel  A.  Smith,  ytrauh,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Tay- 
lor, .NaUianiel  O.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  Uplian, 
Vail,  Vanaanl,  Wade,  Walley,  Bilihti  B.  VVashbiirne, lariei 
Waabbum,  Wells,  and  Tappmi  Wenlwortli — 94. 

MATS->MessrB.  Abercronihie,  1'liomas  II.  Bnyljr,  Bar- 
ry, Bell,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Caskic,  Chastain,  Cbrlsman, 
Conrchwell,  Olark,  Cobh,  Colquitt,  Oowdrll,  Duuhar, 
BtJUnontoMI,  Klnrpnce.  Fuller.  <jn,Mle.  Ilniiiillon,  Wiley 
P.  Ranis,  Hill.  M..ii«i.iii.  i„L'.r-..il.  i;....rc''  \v.  Jonas, 
Boland  Jones,  Kkui,  Herr^  Ku/^,  Luatb.  LitUium^  McDoa- 

en,McMullln,Maj|Well,Hav,  Smith  MtllerjMillson,  Olds, 
T,  John  Perklna,  Powell,  Puryear,  Reese,  Ruffln,  SKaw, 
Blnilaion,  William  SmiOi,  Osms*  W.  Smyth,  Hestor  L. 
Btovens,  David  BUMrt,  and  DanM  B.  Wright— »l. 

So  the  bill  was  prdered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  that 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  waa  laid  upon  the  table 
be  rceonsidered ,  and  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
do  He  ap6n  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  a^eed  to.' 

BO0K8  FOR  NEW  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Some  time  since  there  was 
referred  to  the  Library  Committee  nf  this  House  ik 
resolution  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, supplying  books  for  new  members,  with  a 
view  of  determining  the  proper  construction  of  that 
resolution,  as  regards  the  understanding  of  the 
House.  I  am  instructed  by  that  committee  to  re- 
■  port  back  that  resolution,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  adopted  by  the  House.  As  I  presume 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  desire  to 
liroTid*  the  ways  and  means  for  executing  the 
original  order  irt  the  civil  and  diplomatic  billnow 
heiore  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  I  ask  th«  consent  of  the  House  to 
nAike  the  report  now. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 

RsMitad,  That,  In  adoptlnc  the  Joint  resalndOB  ftom  Uie 
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Senate,  authoriaing  the  distribution  of  books  among  the 
new  members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  the  Houae 
orRepresentatives  intended  that  when  ibe'piibHaber  bfany 
aaoh  books  is  nnable  to  supply  them,  Uie  Clerk  of  the  Houae 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  purcli&ie  'thnm  of  any  other  persiui: 
and  that  when  such  works  as  have  been  diftributejl  to  mem- 
bers are  not  to  be  readily  obtained,  other  books  nra  almllar 
character  may  be  supplied  to  them :  Providtd,  Tbat  an  mOre 
shall  be  paid  therefor  than  boa  been  paid  for  tbe  books  Ibr 
which  those  shall  be  substituted  :  Provided  alu).  That  the 
new  edition  of  tbe  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General  of 
the  United  States,  contained  in  four  vidumes,  and  having 
an  Index,  be  substituted  for  the  imperfect  edition  hereto- 
fore distributed,  provided  tbe  cost  thereof  shall  nut  exceed 
flfleen  dollars  pet  copy  :  And  yrovidtd  also,  Tlial  no  more 
than  one  copy  of  any  one  work  shall  be  furuisbed  for  any 
member. 

Mr.  HENORICCS.  Is  it  competent  for  me 
to  oHect  to  the  reception  of  that  report.' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  object;  and  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  such 
cases  upon  the  Private  Calendar  as  are  Dot  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  ask  if  this  is  objection 
day? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  There  must  be  some 
mistake  in  reference  to  this  matter.  This  reso- 
lution does  not  propose  to  deprive  members  of 
their  books.  It  proposes  so  to  construe  the  law 
thitt  no  member  shall  receive  more  than  one  copy 
of  the  same  book.  TheSenate  have  ^o  construed 
it  as  to  give  members  one  hundred  and  sixty  copies 
apiece  of  some  of  those  documents.  Nothing 
more  is  required  than  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
may  be  allowed  to  take  other  books,  if  he  cannot 
get  the  very  ones  the  others  had,  and  provitied  the 
expense  is  not  greater  than  what  it  has  been.  ^ 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  That  is  all  objected  to. 
Before  the  question  is  taken  on  the  motion  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Pri- 
vate Calendar,  I  would  move  the  usual  resolution 
to  doss  debate  on  the  Meade  case,  which  is  now 
in  the  wa]r  in  Committee  Of  (he  Whole  House 
of  the  consideration  of  all  other  private  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Letroy  reiblution  beeon- 
sidered  first.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  no  ordi- 
nary report.  The  matter  was  referred  to  us  for 
investigation.  Unless  tfie  resolution  be  adopted, 
the  Clerk  cahnotgo  on  with  the  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  resolution  being  ob- 
jected to,  the  renprt  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CHANuLsil.  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rales. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  cannot  be  done  to-day. 

Mr.  DISNBV.  I  hope  that  the  motion  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Pri- 
vate Calendar  will  Be  withdrawn  for  the  reasons 
which  I  now  proceed  to  give.  Territorial  bills 
providing  for  the  survey  nf  the  public  lands  in  Utah 
and  New  Mexico,  the  creation  of  surveyor  gen- 
eral, &c.,  have  passed  through  the  committee. 

The  appropriations  to  execute  these  objects 
ought  to  be  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill.  That  they  may  be,  it  is  necessary  that 
these  territorial  bills  should  be  passed  in  advance 
of  the  appropriation  bill.  It  was  my  desire  to 
embrace  in  these  bills  provisions  to  extend  the 
surveys  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  so  as  to  open 
up  these  Territories  at  once  to  emigration;  but  in 
tile  present  position  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  it  is  desirable  and  advisable  that 
we  should  content  ourselves  with  the  present  bills, 
and  resort  to  the  Senate  for  amendments,  so  as  to 
extend  the  surveys '  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
Thus  will  be  at  once  settled  all  questions  connected 
with  these  Territories. 

Now,  what  I  desire  is  this:  Let  the  gentleman 
withdraw  his  motion  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  so  that  1 
majr  be  enabled  to  ask  the  House  to  take  up  those 
territorial  bills,  and  put  them  on  their  passage. 
Then  I  can  offer  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill  making  the  necessary 
appropriation. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Private  bills  have  not 
been  considered  by  the  Houss  for  months,  and  I 


think  that  it  is  due  that  we  should  consider  them 
to-day;  therefore,  I  insist  on  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  close  debate 
has  precedence.  In  what  time  does  the  gentleman 
pjcopose  to  close  the  debate  on  the  Meade  case? 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  In  five  minalcs  aha  its 
consideration  shall  be  resumed. 

Mr:  CHANDLER.  That  will  be  doing  great 
injustice  to  the  case. 

Thequestion  was  taken  c^n  Mr.  Hamilton's  res- 
olution, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  demand 
tellers  on  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  EIlliott,  ot 
.Kentucky,  and  Campbell,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 70,  noes  61. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houss  accordingly  resolved  Itself  ipto  a 
Committee  of  the  Whols  House  on  the  Privat* 
Calendar,  (Mr.  Skbltow  in  the  chair,)  and  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bills  thereon. 
RICHARD  W.  irtADC. 

TfaeCHAIRMAN.  The  first  bill  in  order  is 
House  bill  (No.  56}  "  for  settKne  the  cl&ims  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  de- 
ceased." 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  move  that  the  bill  b* 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it'do  not  pass. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  i  belike,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  motion  made  to  the  House  was,  that  de- 
bate upon  this  bill  should  close  in  five  minutes 
after  the  Committee  nf  the  Whole  should  havs 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  it.  As  no  gen- 
tleman seems  to  be  disposed  to  occupy  the  floor 
for  these  five  minutes  1  believe  that  I  am  placed  in 
the  predicament  of  making  a  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee do  now  rise,  or  eiss  dtat  it  pass  this  bill 
over  informally,  and  let  other  business  come  up, 
as  I  am  unfortunately  here  without  the  papiers  on 
the  stibject.  ity  design  was,  after  the  clebats 
which,  the  Chair  will  recoHect,  occurred  some 
months  ago,  to  hsar  such  objections  as  gentlemen 
might  have  to  the  claim,  aha  then  to  be  prepared, 
in  ray  dosing  remarks,  to  respond  to  those  objeo 
tions  as  well  as  I  could.  I  am-now,  by  ths  mo- 
tion that  has  been  carried ,  placed  in  the  awkward 
position  of  being  here  without  ths  papers  relative 
to  this  case. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
iVom  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Crahdlbr]  wSI  yield  to 
me  hisfive  minutes,  and  if  five  or  ten  minutes  more 
be  accorded  me,  1  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
Explanation  of  what  1  said  on  a  former  occasion; 
or  rather  in  correction  of  some  errors  into  which 
a  gentleman  who  replied  to  m«  had  fallen  in  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Thegentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  see  at  once  what  an  awkward  position 
I  would  be  placed  in.  If  the  committee  agree  to 
pass  this  bill  over  informally,  and  let  other  busi- 
ness be  taken  up  which  can  be  acted  on,  I  hava 
no  objection  to  complying  with  the  gentleman^ 
request. 

Mr.  JONES.  There  can  be  no  objection  to 
passing  over  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Then  I  move  that  bill 
No.  58  be  passed  over  informally,  and  that  tha 
committee  proceed  to  other  business. 

Mr.  COBB.  Why  not  have  this  bill  considered 
now?  W»  have  had  it  all  ths  session,  and  it  ia 
timwit  were  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  think  it  is  time  that  this 
qusstion  were  passed  on.  We  are  as  well  pre- 
pared to  vote  on  it  now  as  ws  ever  shedl  be.  I 
nope,  therefor*,  the  committee  will  not  pass  it 
over  informally.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  voted  on 
at  ones. 

The  question  waa  pot  on  Mr.  Chamolkh'i  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  agreed  to. 

SAMUEL  COLT. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  next  bin  on  the  Cal- 
endar is  House  bill  (No.  59)  "for  (he  relief  of 
Samuel  Colt." 
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Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vir^nia.  .  I  undfratand  that 
there  ia  eome  difficulty  about  this  case  of  Meade. 
Member*  do  not  leem  to  understand  what  has 
been  done  with  it.  I  would  be  glad  lo  know  what 
has  been  the  action  of  the  oommiitee  upon  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  baa  been  passed  over 
informaDy. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  what  does  that  mean? 
There  has  been  no  Tote  upon  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  has  been  a  vote 
taken  upon  it,  and  il  has  been  passed  over  inform- 
ally. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  The  meaning  of 
that  action  is,  that  the  bill  wilt  retain  its  place  on 
the  Calendar. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  baa  been  objection 
made,  and  1  think  the-committee  cannot  pass  it 
over  informally,  because  the  House  had  just  made 
an  order  about  it. 

Mr-  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Certainly;  I  was 
not  aware  that  any  vote  had  been  had  upon  -the 
question  of  passing  it  over. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  has  been  passed, 
ever,  and  bill  (No.  59)  "^r  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Colt "  is  now  under  consideration. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the  Com- 
miasioner  of  Patents  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  grant  to  Samuel  Colt,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  from  the  35th  of 
February,  1857,  for  the  term  of  seven  years  there- 
after, the  full  and  exclusive  right  and  privilege  of 
making,  constructing,  using,  and  vending  to  others 
to  be  used,  his  improvement  in  fire-arms,  a  de- 
scription and  specification  whereof  are  contained 
in  the  schedule  annexed  to  tetters  patent  issued  to 
•aid  Samuel  Colt,  on  the  25ih  of  February,  1836, 
and  extended  to  the  35th  of  February,  1857,  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents:  Pravidtd,  That  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  at  all 
times  full  right  to  make  and  manufacture  the  said 
fire-arms,  according  to  said  patent,  in  all  of  their 
own  armories,  for  military  and  naval  purposes. 

Mr.  PECK.  I  move  to  strike  out  ilie  enacting 
d^ase  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennesaee.  That  ia  a  debata- 
ble question,  and  a  vote  cannot  be  taken  upon  it, 
as  long  aa  any  gentleman  wishes  to  speak,  until 
the  Houae  has  ordered  debate  upon  the  bill  to  be 
closed. 

Mr.  THURSTON.  I  call  for  the  reading  of 
the  report  wliich  accompanies  the  bill,        ' 

From  the  report,  which  was  read,  it  appears 
that  Samuel  Colt  made  his  invention  before  the 
year  1832;  but  from  difficulties  cxpeiieneed  in 
reducing  it  to  successful  practice,  and  from  pov- 
erty, be  was  unable  to  procure  a  patent  until  1836; 
that  he,.in  the  same  year,  assigned  his  patent  to 
the  "  Patent  Arms  Manufacturing  Company, "of 
wliich  he  became  the  manager;  that  Mr.  Colt  de- 
voted five  years  afler  the  date  of  his  patent  to  the 
object  of  estaliliahing  his  repeaiing-arms,  but  that 
the  company  and  he  both  failed,  losing  about 
|3DO,000,  and  many  years  of  time  and  labor.  At 
this  time  the  invention  had  fallen  into  such  disuse 
that  none  of  the  arms  were  made  in  the  country, 
and  the  whole  thing  was  considered  a  failure.  The 
Mexican  war  created  a  demand  for  the  arms,  and 
at  once  established  them  as  the  most  valuable  im- 
provement in  fire-arms  which  up  to  that  time  had 
•ver  been  made.  The  patent,- however,  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Patent  Arms  Company,  and  Mr. 
Colt  was  very  largely  in  debt,  resulting  firom  his 
former  eSbrta  to  bring  his  invention  into  use. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Colt  applied  to 
the  court  of  chancery  to  settle  the  -affairs  of  the 
Patent  Arms  Company,  and  theresult  was,  that  in 
1850  bis  patent  was  assigned  to  him  by  a  receiver 
in  chancery.  At  the  same  time,  the  Commissioner 
of  PaUnU  extended  the  patent,  ao  that  Mr.  Colt, 
in  February,  1850,  began  to  enjoy  the  privilege 
which  the  general  act  intended  °  meritorious  in- 
ventors to  have,  but  which,  for  fourteen  years,  he 
bad  been  deprived  of  by  no  fault  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Colt,  before  the  expiration  of  his  patent, 
commenced  himself  to  manufacture  his  arms. 
Their  great  success  depends  as  much  upon  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  constructed  aa  upon 
the  peculiarit^r  of  their  organization.  So  compli- 
catea  a  machine  can  only  be  made  valuable  by 
great  accuracy  and  perfection  in  its  manufacture; 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  perfect  and  expen- 
sive machinery.  To  procure  that  perfection  has 
been  Mr.  Colt's  constanteflbrt;  and  as  rapidly  as 
profits  aroas  from  the  sale,  he  reinvested  them  to 


increase  and  perfect  his  machinery.  By  this 
means  he  has  brought  his  arm  to  great  perfection, 
and  at  great  coat.  Mr.  Coll  is  confident  that  an 
extension  of  seven  years  will  enable  him  so  to 
increase  and  perfect  his  manufactory,  and  so  to 
subdivide  and  cheapen  his  processes,  that  at  the 
end  of  that  time  be  will  be  able  to  furniah  the 
consumers  the  most  perfect  arm,  which  is  capable 
of  being  mads  at  so  small  a  cost,  that  nunufac- 
tarers  of  spurious  imitations  will  not  find  the 
profit  sufficient  to  encourage  the  business. 

In  oNer  to  protect  himself  from  the  destructive 
effects  which  would  follow  the  introduction  of 
these  spurious  anna  into  use  in  England ,  where 
he  has  no  patent,  ar)d  in  Europe  generally,  Mr. 
Colt  has  established  an  armory  in  London,  to 
which  he  has  carried  American  machinery,  and 
which  is  operated  entirely  by  American  mechanics, 
and  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  attempt  to 
demonstrate  the  superiority  of  his  arms  over  all 
imperfect  imitations  of  them,  in  the  hope  that  the 
European  consumers  will  discourage  the  manu- 
facture of  any  except  such  as  are  perfect.  In  that 
undertaking,  however,  it  is  evident  that  he  can 
make  no  money,  but  muat  control  the  market  for 
the  present  by  supplying  the  demand  at  the  same 

f>rice  that  inferior  arma  can  be  sold  for,  even  at  a 
OSS.  Already  the  English  armory  has  exhausted 
all  the  surplus  which  had  been  accumulated  in  this 
country,  and  ia,  even  now,  a  constant  drain  on 
the  resources  and  energies  of  the  inventor. 

The  great  object  to  be  attained  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  fire-arms  is  perfect  certainty  under  all  cir- 
cumstances; compared  with  that,  the  price  is  of 
no  consequence.  The  public  would  not  be  bene- 
fited if  such  arms  as  these,  manufactured  in  an 
imperfect  and  inaccurate  manner,  could  be  fur- 
nished gratuitously  to  every  applicant;  but  the 
public  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  supply  of 
reliable,  perfect,  and  effective  weapons,  at  any 
coat.  The  experience  of  the  past  has  demon- 
atratsd  that  Mr.  Colt,  above  all  others,  has  sup- 
pl|(dl  the  great  daideratum;  and  the  constantly 
diminishing  price  at  which  the  arms  are  produced 
and  sold  proves  that  his  anticipations  are  reason- 
able, and  that  he  will  be  able  to  manufacture  them 
at  such  rates  aa  to  exclude  all  arms  constructed 
on  the  same  principle,  of  aninferiorquality,  from 
the  market,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  money  which  was  lost  during  the  first  term 
of  this  patent,  if  applied  to  any  ordinary  business 
of  manufacturing,  would  have  eiven  to  Mr.  Colt 
more  than  haa  ever  been  realized  out  of  Uie  entire 
proceeds  of  manufacturerand  as  all  that  has  been 
realized  has  been  invested  in  the  manufacture  itself, 
and  must  share  its  fate,  the  whole  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  manufacture  have  been  thus  far  invested, 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  il  the  machinery, 
tools,  and  property  fitted  exclusively  to  the  pro- 
duction of  fire-arms;  and  the  perfection  and  ex- 
pense of  this  machinery  are  exhibited  by  the  fact 
that  the  separate  parts  which  compose  the  arms 
are;thrown  promiscuously  into  heaps,  and  are  so 
ptrfect,  that,  when  assembled  into  a  pistol,  thev 
exactly  fit  each  other,  and  any  other  part  to  which 
they  may  be  properly  applied;  so  that  in  usin? 
these  arms,  new  ones  may  be  at  once  constructed 
out  of  the  broken  ones  left  on  the  field  of  battle 
without  altering  the  shape  or  sise  of  the  parte. 

He  has  made  his  plans  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing an  armory  at  Hartford  of  such  propor- 
tions and  capacitjr  as  to  enable  him  to  manufacture 
these  arms  in  their  greatest  perfection;  but  he  hes- 
itates to  involve  himself  in  ao  heavy  an  expendi- 
ture, unless  he  can  be  protected  from  the  compe- 
tition of  inferior  and  worthless  arma;  and  he  would 
scarcely  be  able  to  finish  his  armory  before  the 
expiration  of  his  patent.  For  these  reasons,  it  is 
important  to  him,  and  to  the  whole  country,  that 
he  should  now  receive  the  assurance  of  safety 
which  the  extension  of  this  patent  will  afford  him. 

But  in  addition  to  this,  the  great  service  which 
Mr.  Colt  has  rendered  this  Government,  and  which 
the  people  have  derived  from  the  use  of  these  arms, 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  common  approbation  of  all 
the  officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  among  all 
classes  of  our  citizens  who  have  used  them,  or 
seen  them  used;  the  truly  American  spirit  and  en- 
terprise Which  Mr.  Colt  haa  exhibited  in  carrying 
this  branch  of  manufactures  into  the  heart  of  tlie 
great  armory  of  the  world;  the  high  marks  of 
consideration  which  the  military  governments  and 
acientifie  bodies  in  Europe  have  shown  him,  en- 


title him,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  tkim 
evidence  of  the  approval  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennesaee,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr. THURSTON.  Notexpeclingthatihiacaa* 
would  come  up  to-day,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
go  on  with  it.  I  hope  it  will  be  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

Mr,  JONES.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  an 
argument  on  this  case;  but  I  desire,  in  order  to 
have  it  fully  and  fairiy  before  the  committee, 
that  the  Clerk  shall  read  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  on  the  last  application  of 
this  patentee  for  extension.  It  will  be  found,  in 
my  judgment,  satisfactory  and  conclusive  to  the 
House  that  this  patent,  at  least,  ought  not  to  be 
extended  by  special  act  of  Congress.  M  r.  Colt, 
1  believe,  has  had  two  patents  ^r  fourteen  yeara; 
first,  for  his  revolving  pistol, and  then  for  improve- 
ment in  some  part  of  it.  In  addition,  he  has  hod 
an  extension  of  one  of  these  patents  for  seven 
yeara. 

Mr.  THURSTON.  I  hope  the  gentlenaan  from 
Tennessee  will  not  interpose  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  as  we  are  not  ready  for  ita 
consideration  at  thia  time.  The  decision  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  to  which  he  refers,  it 
seems  to  me,  would  be  better  understood  if  its 
reading  were  delayed  untiMiacussion  began  on  the 
whole  matter. 

Mr.  JON  ES.  The  report  of  the  committee  haa 
been  read.  Now  let  the  decision  of  the  Commia- 
sioner  of  Patents  be  read,  and  go  out  with  our 
proceedines,  and  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  pass- 
ing over  the  case  for  the  present. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  who  has  reported  the  bill,  desires 
the  postponement  of  ita  consideration  to  another 
day.  I  hope  that  hie  reqneat  may  be  compliol 
with. 

-N  Mr.  JONES.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement after  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents  has  been  read. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  rather  hear  the 
decision  read  when  we  are  called  on  to  vote. 
Then  it  would  receive  more  attention. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  prefer  its  reading  now. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  decision,  which  is  as 
follows: 
j§fftteatio»  of  Smmmtl  OtU  f»t  <m  tMtruio»  of  Palad, 

In  1896  the  sppllciuit  obtained  a  patent  for  mtarv  chmai- 
ber  for  dK-arms.  In  I83B  a  Mcood  paieot  waa  fiaated  tat 
improvemeni  tbereoo,  the  most  important  of  wbieji  wa*  ike 
loadlnc  lever.  In  I8S0  the  Ibnner  of  tlieie  paieDt*  wa>  «- 
tendeiTrDr  Mven  yean ;  and  he  now  aski  a  like  cxieasiea 
Ibr  the  latter. 

Tlie  Maiule  reqnirei  (he  appHcsnl  in  saeh  eases  lo  for- 
niah  a  ataisment  of  hit  recrlpu  and  nprmliuires,  "  *«•- 
ciently  in  deuil  toexliiliit  a  inie  and  fliithrtil  accoantaf  laaa 
and  prnfiiinany  manner  accnjing  tn  him  froro  an  J  by  itaaeB 
of  aaid  invention.**  Thia  requirement  liaa  notbrendnly 
complied  wftta  in  Om  preaent  caae ;  bat  aa  the  ^eiaian  iriU 
tnra  upon  another  point,  this  deliECI  will  be  IH>  tWther  eo>- 
aidered. 

The  applicant  avera  "that  he  never  haa  In  aay  my, 
directly  orindirecUy, derived  any  reward  IbrtiiaaaM  inrm- 
tloB  pstemed  in  1838. "  Thia  siaianMM  eenstaly  gmara 
OKI  or  a  miauken  bsaia  of  cmupatalion. 

The  leatiroony  ahowa  that  the  applicant  has  mannfictiired 
npwarda  of  on*  hundred  Ihotuand  piatola,  of  varioaa  lim.  • 
Takins  into  account  the  prteea  at  which  ibey  liave  bees 
Bold,  the  c09t  of  manufacture,  and  the  comoiiiiekMia  all««ed 
for  Belling,  the  net  profit  on  iheae  piaiola  wHI  aotfiUltkr 
abort  of  fi, 000,000. 

Tbia  leetimnny  atanda  wliolly  nneontiadictad.  No  op- 
poaing  evidence  waa  nlTered.  Even  the  wltneaaca  by  wboai 
these  facts  were  proved,  were  not  eroea  examined  by  ttta 
coaoael  for  the  applicant,  allhoufta  be  was  preaeu  ai  Ibaic 
examlnaiion.  The  Ikct,  then,  may  be  lakes  a*  coac«d«4 
and  indisputable. 

Now,  the  ezpenaea  of  the  applicant,  together  with  Ma 
iOMca,  and  the  value  of  hia  time  and  ecrvicea,  are  aeiimaud 
l)y  him  at  $60,000,  which  certainly  leaves  a  very  bandaosM 
balance  in  Mb  Ibvor.  But  be  takea  the  gmand  (bat  all  Umm 
jH^fita  are  due  to  hia>ir«<^alaii<,  and  noae  lotbe  «ae**d. 

Therein  ronBist*  the  mlalake.  All  the  piatola  leMtOed  ■• 
aa  above  aiatrd,  were  conatracied  wiib  the  improvemeata 
embraced  in  the  aecond  patent.  Are  these  inipmvmiena 
of  no  value. ^  if  bo,  them  ia  iio  finuad  Ibr  an  exienaioa. 
But  if  they  are  valuable,  they  certainly  ausmenled  Ibe  valae 
of  the  piainls  to  which  they  were  ailachiid. 

But  It  will  be  laid  that  the  price  of  iheae  piatoi*  was  sol 
Increased  In  consfquence  of  the  aridiUon  of  these  taiprove. 
menla.  Thia  may  be  truii,  but  It  does  not  (Mlow  ll>«  ikey 
have  been  productive  of  no  benefit.  The  vender  of  a  coaa- 
Bnodity  oilen  finds  it  advantageous  to  diminlah  ita  price  la 
order  to  augment  the  amount  of  his  falea.  Adding  to  the 
worth  of  the  commodity  while  the  price  temaina  unchanged 
pMducra  ibe  like  ft(eK\. 

At  all  eventa,  the  pistol,  with  all  its  iiapmvements,  was 
manutactur,!d  andsold  aaaioAoltf.  Large  profits  have  be^ 
thereby  realized.  The  applicant  cannot  be  permitted  to  aay 
these  pmflia  hare  all  accrued  fram  the  tnanafbeture  and 
aale  of  the  rotary  ebamber.  They  result  from  llie  wbois 
platol,  aa  Improved,  with  aH  ita  pacts.  Tbe  laipraveiiMBa 
embraced  In  Ibe  patent  bow  soiighl  lo  be  extaaded  gave  aa 
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enhanced  ralae  id  die  arm.  TMi  oauMd  lis  gmml  intro- 
dBciion,  and  enabled  ibe  paianlee  to  diipo««  o(  the  vaM 
nninber,  which  ha*  changed  bia  early  lone*  into  ■ucta 
abundant  ptatti*.  A  reasonable  ahare  or  ttaeae  ahouM  b« 
credited  to  bia  la«(  invaniion. 

Such  a  courM  will  appear  the  more  Jdst,  when  it  ta  rec- 
ollected that  the  applicant  chargea  the  invention  we  are 
now  eoasiderinf,  with  the  early  loaaea  to  wtiich  be  was 
aubjected  in  the  endeavor  to  bring  his  plalol  into  general  use. 
Be  even  goes  back,  in  this  reckoning,  to  a  time  anterior  to 
the  date  of  the  present  invention,  andmakea  up  an  account. 
In  the  total  ol^Kfiuo,  to  cover  bis  expenses,  and  losses  or 
time  and  money.  This  debit  accrued  in  ihe  endeavor  to 
Inirodnca  f4e  vAo/e  pistol^  including  the  subjects  of  both 
patenta.  But  it  would  seem,  Turther,  as  though  the  appli- 
cant Intended  the  whole  of  thia  debit  against  tbe  subject  of 
the  second  patent.  At  all  evenu,  tbere  la  no  doubt  but  be 
intended  a  rull  proponioo  of  that  charge  in  stand  against 
the  patent  now  souglit  to  be  extended.  Why,  then,  should 
DOl  the  subject  of  this  patent  be  credited  with  its  share  or 
ttte  proAlaf 

Bottlie  applicanl  avers,  under  oath,  that  Ibe  patent  now 
aoitghl  to  be  extended  has  Uius  far  been  of  no  aerviCe, 
« and  that  for  the  purpose  of  his  mannracture,  and  tb» 
IHoflu  thereof,  he  would  have  been  aawell  nlT  {rHie  Im- 
provenients  described  in  the  patent  of  ISMbad  been  public 
property.  II'  this  is  correct,  it  fumlabea  a  *tn>ii|atgiunent 
•gainst  the  extension  now  nought. 

The  reasons  giveir  by  the  applicanl  Ow-  the  conclusion 
•hove  attted,  are,  that  ths  patent  of  1838  baa  till  this  doM 
protected  the  improvements  patented  in  1839,  aiid  that 
therefore  Ihe  whole  beneAt  of  Iboae  iaiprovenienu  could 
have  biten  monopojized  thus  far  without  a  patent. 

Now,  the  patent  of  1830  has  bean  extended  to  1857.  If 
'  the  fltat  patent  has  protected  the  subject  of  the  second  up 
to  thia  date,  it  will  do  Ihe  -aame  tbiog— for  aocht  that  ap- 
pears— for  four  years  longer.  The  profits  already  received 
nave  all  accrued  within  the  last  all  yeara.  From  the  In- 
creased extant  of  the  manulbciure  and  use  of  these  pistols, 
Che  profits,  in  tbe  four  years  to  come,  will  probably  equal 
Iboae  fbr  the  six  years  past ;  so  that  the  aggregate  amount 
of  proOta  resulting  from  ihe  inventions  embraced  in  his  tAro 
paienia — even  wubout  «u  extension  of  the  patent  of  1839 
—will  probably  amount  to  neart},UOO,000. 

The  view  evidently  taken  of  this  subject  by  the  appli- 
cant is,  that  he  is  entitled  to  an  extension  of  his  patent  un- 
less he  has  derived /ram  f&e  patent  already  srantefl  a  sufll* 
dent  compensation  for  his  invention.  Sucli  is  not  the  law. 
To  judtify  an  extension  of  this  patenl,'  the  Comrolssinner 
nuBt  be  satisfied  that  the  applicant,  without  neglect  or 
fault  on  bis  part,  has  failed  to  obtain  "from  the  use  and 
»aU  of  kU  inoerUion"  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  the 
time,  ingenuity,  and  expenae  beelowed  upon  tbe  aame. 
i^eiof  1S38,  Sertton  18.] 

It  mauers  not,  then,  whether  Ihe  applicant  has  realized 
one  dollar  In  conaequence  of  itaesatott  of  1839,  provided 
Ihe  iiiMiitimi  baa  gnrtn  4iim  >  (bir  remuneration.  If  the 
patent  of  1836,  which  haa  been  extended  to  1837,  has  pro- 
tected Ihe  subject oftba  patent ori839,  and  thereby  enabled 
the  inventor  to  reap  Ihe  ftill  benefit  or  this  latter  Invention, 
he  is  no  mora  entitled  1o  an  extension  than  though  the 
whole  advantage  bad  iroyrn'out  of  the  patent  of  18311, 

The  burden  of  prool  to  show  that  a  proper  case  for  an 
extension  exists  is  thrown  upon  the  applicant.  En  tliia 
respecthe  has  wholly  failed.  Neither  his  swurn  statement, 
nor  the  testinmny  of  the  witnesses  who  were  sworn  in  tbe 
ease,  shows  that  he  has  not  received  from  his  invention  a 
auAciently  liberal  compensation  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a 
degree  of  success  and  prosperity  Is  shown,  which  I  can 
only  wish  were  more  generally  realixed  by  the  aultaora  of 
•II  olbet  usefbl  iiivenlinns. 

The  exleoaian  is  therefore  denied. 

C'dARLES  MASON,  Canralitianer. 

CatTio  Statis  Patent  OryiO,  ^ogtiit !»,  16S3. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  h«ve  her*  a 
reply  to  tbat  document,  being  the  eorreapondence 
between  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents and  the  Commisaioner  of  Patenta,  which  I 
deaire  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  correspondence,  aa  follows: 

WAsatMOTON,  January  7,  1854. 

8ta ;  Aa  application  baa  been  made  to  Congress,  by 
Bamuel  Coll,  for  an  extenston  of  bia  patent,  dated  Febru- 
ary, ie3t,  and  a  autement  of  tbe  proflu  resulting  from  Ma 
ngnuhcture  haa  been  laid  before  the  Committee  on  Patenta 
In  Ibe  House,  showing  the  Act  that  all  of  the  profita  which 
Celooel  Colt  has  naliaed  have  been  inveated  In  machinery 
aad  tools  for  the  manufacture  llaeli;  Since  Ibe  commitied 
nponad  la  Congreaa,  my  attention  haa  been  called  wade- 
eUion  made  by  yon,  on  the  application  of  Colonel  C«lt,  Ibr 
tbe  enension  of  another  patent  fur  aome  improvements  to 
Ma  original  invention,  last  summer,  in  which  yon  state.  In 
sabaunce,  Ibat  Mr.  Coli  had  realized  a  millioa  of  doHars 
<MI  of  Ma  invention ;  and  that  this  fact  had  been  proved  by 
witnessea  In  Ihe  presence  of  Mr.  Oolfa  eoanaei,  who  vtr- 
laalty  conceded  the  point. 

As  this  siatemeni  differs  entirely  ftam  that  which  Colo- 
nel Coll  has  now  laid  befbre  Congreaa,  and  ahews  a  pmftt 
of  more  tban  twice  as  much  as  now  appears,  aad  aa  the 
deciaion  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  earriea  with  it  the 
weifAt  of  judicial  aanetiou,  I  have  called  upon  the  connsel 
of  Mr.  Colt  for  an  explanation.  He  assures  nie  that  you 
ka«a  keen  deceived,  by  some  means,  into  making  the 
'.  alaiemenla  thai  the  tcatimony  was  taken  in  the  preaenee  of 
counael,  and  that  the  profits  had  been  a  million  of  dollars. 
Be  aasurea  me  that  all  the  testimony  which  waa  taken  on 
Hw-qufation  of  profits  waa  taken  diiring  his  absence  from 
Kew  York,  and  entirrly  e»|Mr<e,  and  that  he  never  knew 
ofil  till  too  late  locorreclit;  and,  farther,  thai  the  evidence 
was  gfven  by  workmen  who  had  been  employed  in  making 
tlieap  InfflMkements  of  Colt's  patent  for  a  company  which 
had  been  enjoined  by  him.  and  that  their  eatlnaiea  were 
formed  on  the  basis  of  their  own  spurious  Imitations,  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  the  facta  or  cost  of  production.  If 
Oil*  be  ao,  aa  I  have  no  donblit  is,  Justice  requires  that  tbe 
•nor  ahotild  be  corrected.   Thaliu!ttsreria^plc,aMaien 


dnuld  be  no  confaaino  abonllbem.  Mr.  Oolt>a  coooaei 
lofbnoa  roe  that-Mr.  George Gisbrd,  of  New  York,  wbo  la 
the  counael  for  Y6ung  and  Leavllt,  the  opponents  of  Colt's 
extension,  la  now  In  the  ciiy,  and  knows  the  iruih  of  the 
matter  I  and  thai  Mr.  Giflnrd's  character  is  such  that  he 
would  not  Imaitate  to  do  justice  to  his  opponent  in  any 
matter  where  wrong  haa  been  done  Tbe  moat  efi^ctual 
wayin  which  thia  matter  could  be  act  right  would  be  to  write 
lo  Mr.  OilTord  and  request  an  answer  to  two  questions : 
First,  whether  tbe  testlroony  in  tbe  extension  case  relative 
to  the  profita  of  Colonel  Colt  was  not  taken  e»  parte  en- 
tlcely?  and,  aecond,  whether  the  estimates  on  which  the 
decision  waa  made  were  not  given  by  workmen  who  bad 
been  employed  lo  Inl^iniements  of  Colt's  patent,  and  who 
estimated  by  the  cost  of  producing  imitation  arms  t  And 
I  respectlUly  suggest  that  an  Inquiry  uf  this  sort  coming 
from  you,  whose  decision  is  cited  to  prove  what  is  thus 
aoleiiinly  denied,  would  be  the  proper  way  to  arrive  at  the 
truth.  Beapectfully  youri>, 

B.  B.  THURSTON,  CAoirmim. 
Hon.  C.  HAaea,  CMamiss<«»*r  of  Patent;. 

(TaiTcn  STATsa  Patxnt  Orrica,  January  9, 1854. 

Sir  :  Youra  of  tbe  7th  was  received  this  morning.  I  im- 
mediately inclosed  it  to  Mr.  GtfTord,  with  r  request  that 
he  would  reply  to  the  interrogatories  therein  suggested,  and 
I  herewith  forward  you  ills  reply. 

The  siaiement  made  in  my  decision  of  tjie  application 
Ibr  an  extenaion  of  (Colonel  Colt's  patent,  was  fully  war- 
ranted by  the  testimony  before  me — tbe  magistrate  haviog 
certified  that  the  applicant's  counsel  was  present  at  the 
examination  of  Ihe  witnesses,  and  declined  asking  any 
cross  interrogatories. 

1  will  state  further,  that  the  counsel  of  Colonel  Colt 
seemed  to  rest  his  caae  on  the  poinis  of  law  alluded  to  in 
my  decision.  If  theae  had  been  decided  in  his  favor,  it 
will  rt:adily  be  seen  that  the  testimony  would  have  been 
immaterial.  He  took  no  testimony  on  the  point  of  profita, 
and  apparently  paid  no  regard  to  that  sutiject. 
I  remain  youra,  very  Iruly, 

CHARLBS  MASON. 
Hon.  B.  B.  THoaaTOM.  • 

Natiohai  Horn-        > 
WAamHOTOs,  J^aniwry,  1654.  ) 

Sir:  In-reply  to  your  letter  of  ibe  7th  instrant,  I  have 
ID  aay  thai  It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  make  any  state- 
ment of  fbcta  which  will  prevent  injustice  to  any  one,  and 
capeciallyin  regard  to  any  proceeding  in  which  I  have  been 
engaged  as  counsel.  In  relation  to  tbe  matter  on  which 
you  desire  information,  the  facts  are— that  the  testimony 
which  waa  taken  in  that  caae,  to  prove  Ihe  profits  of  Mr. 
Coll,  waa  uken  in  the  absence  ofMr.  Oicksrsnn.  Mr.  Colt's 
counsel,  sod,  therefore,  without  cross-examination.  The 
proper  and  legal  notice  bad  been  given  to  Mr.  Dickerson  to 
attend,  but  be  was  engaged  in  the  argument  of  a  cause  out 
of  town,  and  the  time  for  taking  testimony  bad  ao  nearly 
expired  as.  10  not  admit  of  postponement.  A  clerk  from 
Mr.  DIckeraoB's  office  attended  the  ezaminatWn,  and  staled 
the  fact  OfMr.  Dickerson's  absence,  and  dedinsd  to  cross- 
examine,  as  he  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  aubjeci,  and 
bad  no  authority  to  do  ao. 

In  regard  to  the  second  question  propounded,  I  have  only 
to  say,  mat  I  was  iafonned  Ibat  Ihe  wiiaessea  which  were 
exaaiined  on  the  coal  of  manufaoturo  had  been  engaged  in 
the  mauul'acture  of  arms,  which  were  adjudged  by  the 
courta  to  be  an  InfKngement  of  Mr.  Colt^  patent,  and  in 
consequence  of  which  I  considered  them  tbe  better  quali- 
fied to  speak  of  the  cost  of  production.  Whetbei  the  arma 
which  were  made  by  them  were  as  good  or  as  expensive  as 
Ihoae  made  by  Mr.  Coll,  I  do  not  know.  My  questions  lo 
these  witnciisas  were  based  upon  the  assumption  that  Ibey 
had  all  tbe  proper  machinery  with  which  to  operate,  and 
on  that  kasumption  I  inquired  what,  in  their  judgment,  it 
would  epst  to  make  the  arma. 

Veiy  reapeelfbHv,  youra, 

<iEORGE  OIFFORD. 
Bon.  Cbarlcs  Masor,  Cammistioner  of  Patmtt. 

Mr.  PECK.  I  underatand  that  the  chairman 
of  tha  committee  who  reported  thia  bill  is  not  pre- 
pared to  speak  on  the  subject  now,  and  he  makea 
the  request  that  I  shall  withdraw  my  motion.  As 
an  act  of  courtesy  to  him  I  do  so. 

Mr.  STANtON,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  that 
the  committee  pass  over  the  bill  informally  for  the 
present. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

CHARLES  LEE  JONES. 

The  next  bill  on  tbe  Calendar  which  earoe  op 
for  coiMidenttion  was  House  bill  (No.  63)  "  for 
the  relief  of  Charlea  Lee  Jonea. " 

The  bill,  which  waa  read,  authorizes  and  directs 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause,  the  claims  pre- 
sented to  that  Department  by  C.  Lee  Jonea,  for 
expenses  incurred  and  senriceS  rendered  in  rais- 
ing, subsisting,  and  transporting  three  companies 
of  Tolunteera  mustered  into  the  senrice  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  during  tha  war  againat  Mexico,  to  be 
settled  aeeordink  to  the  principles  of  equity,  not 
to  exceed  |3,000,  and  to  be  in  foil  foraaid  claims. 

Tbereportaoeompanyingthe  bill  waa  then  read. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  disoorer  that  Mr.  FanLKMca, 
the  gentleman  who  reported  this  bill,  ia  absent.  I 
therefore  move  that  it  be  informally  laid  aaide. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HENRY  LrWIS. 

The  next  bill  in  order  upon  the  Calendar  waa 
House  bill  (No.  98)  "  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Levb,  of  CHnten  county,  iHdfatna." 


The  bill  provides  that  Henry  Lewis,  of  Clinton 
county,  Indiana,  be  authorizeid  to  enter,  free  of 
cost,  except  the  foes  to  the  land  officers,  forty 
acrea  of  land,  out  of  any  lands  subject  to  private 
entry,  at  any  land  office  in  the  Vntied  Statea,  or 
the  territories  thereof,  in  full  of  his  claim  for 
money  |iaid  Charlea  Tyler,  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Crawforilsville,  Indiana,  on  the  16th  of 
January,  1837,  being  fifty  dollars. 

From  the  report  which  was  read  it  appears  that 
the  petitioner,  on  the  18th  January,  1837,  went  to 
the  Crawfordsville  land  office  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter  or  ssciion  five,  in  township  twetity-three, 
north  of  range  one  west;  that  at  that  time  the 
office  of  receiver  of  public  moneys  was  tempora- 
rily vacant;  but  the  regiaterof  the  land  office, 
Charles  Tyler,  told, petitioner  to  leave  the  money 
with  him,  and  he  would  see  that  the  land  was 
duly  entered  so  soon  aa  the  office  of  receiver  waa 
filled.  The  petitioner  being  not  well  versed  in 
euch  thingsi  and  supposing  one  land  officer  as  re- 
sponsible as  another,  left  his  money  with  said 
Tyler,  to  wit,  fifty  dollars,  and  took  from  him  a 
receipt,  aa  follows: 

CKAWroRDsviLte,  Mtk  January,  1837. 

Received  of  Henry  Lewis,  fifty  dotlars,  to  be  applied  to 
the  purehsaes  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  southwest  quarter 
section  Ave,  twenty- three,  one  West,  when  the  receiver  is 
lo  commission.  CHARLES  TYLER. 

That  said  Tyler  mariced  nid  landaa  entered  on 
the  plals  in  his  office.  The  petitioner,  Mieving 
thai  he  hitd  in  fact  porchaaed  said  land,  took  pos- 
•eaaion  of  it,  and  remained  in  possession,  making 
valuable  improvementa,  for  ten  years,  when  he 
waa  informeid  that  his  land  had  been  purchased  by 
one  Rufus  A.  Lockwood.  He  then  had  a  foil  in- 
veatigation  of  all  the  facts,  and  found  that  said 
Tyler  had  pocketed  his  money,  and  that  he  had 
no  title  whateirer  for  aaid  lanif ;  but  that  tli«  title 
waa  fully  invested  in  said  Lockwood,  to  whom 
he  surrendered  possession. 

Mr.  MACE.  If  the  committee  will  give  m» 
their  attention  for  one  moment,  I  will  explain  folly 
the  nature  of  this  ease.  A  gentleman  by  the  name 
of  Lewis,  a  poor  man,  hatf  accumulated  the  sura 
of  fifty  dollars,  and  went  to  the  Crawfordvilla 
land  office  for  the  purpose  of  entering  forty  acrea 
of  land.  A  vacancy  had  occurred  in  tbe  office  of 
receiver,  in  consequence  of  thedeath  of  tbat  officer, 
Tbe  regiater  of  the  land  office,  Mr.  Tyler*  told 
him  to  leave  his  money  with  him,  and  that  tha 
moment  a  receiver  waa  appointed  he  would  see 
that  the  forty  aeica  abould  be  entered  according  to 
bis  application.  Lewis  being  an  ignorant  man; 
left  his  money  with  Mr.  Tyler,  supposing,  as  « 
matter  of  courae,  that  his  purchase  would  bemad« 
complete,  and  the  title  of  the  lands  placed  in  hia 
hantis.  Well,  sir,  he  located  upon  the  lands,  and 
made  improvements  to  the  amount  of  j|700  or  $800. 
It  waa  aacerlained  that  his  lands  were  still  vacant, 
and,  as  is  the  practice,  a  resale  took  place.  All  the 
vacant  lands  to  that  district  were  resold,  those 
purchased  by  Lewis  included.  He  then  cam* 
here  and  asked  Congress  to  refund  him  the  money 
paid  by  him  to  Tyler;  and  also  to  pay  him  for  the 
improvements  he  had  made.  His  petition  waa 
laid  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  during  tha 
last  Congress,  aad  again  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. Ws  thought  it  would  hardly  do  to  pay  him 
for  the  improvements;  btu  inasmuch  aa  a  Govern- 
ment officer  had  defrauded  him  out  of  his  money, 
we  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  him  to 
locate  forty  acres  of  land  free  of  cost,  upon  any 
landa  in  tbe  United  Slates  subject  to  entry,  and 
wa  have  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect, 

I  move  that  the  bill  be  reported  to  the'  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass;  and  upon 
that  motion  I  demand  teller*. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  HBNDniCKt 
and  MiLLioif  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and.the'tellers  reported 
—■yes  79,  noes  7;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  move  that  the  committea 
do  now  rise. . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Ilie  motion  Is  not  now 
in  order.  No  i}uorum  having  voted,  tbe  roll  muat 
be  called. 

TbS  roll  waa  then  called,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  had  had  the  Private  Calendar  gen- 
erally under  consideration,  and  finding  itself  with- 
out* iiuorum,  had  eaoedtha  roll  to  be  called, 
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and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  names  of  the 
absentees  to  Che  Hoaae. 
The  following  is  the  Kst  of  the  abBentsea: 

Hemn.  Aiken,  Juan  C.  Altaiij  Athe,Tlioiim>  H.  t*j\j, 
BsDki,  Berkidale.BeU,  Beaoeu,  Beoton,  BlHCll,  Btlie, 
iloycc,  Breckinridte,  BiKti  Cimpbetl,  CaruMim,  Cbaad- 
l«r,  Chu«,C'l)ri«inan,  ClfnitmM,Cnok,-CnJt,  Creige,  Cul- 
]aiu,Ciiinining,CuttJDf ,  Dean,  Denf,  Ds  Win.  Dlni^y,  Dun- 
tain,  ButUan,  Eddy,  Edgcrinn,  John  M.  EllintI,  Eugliah, 
Etbertdge,  Ewing,  Fariey,  PaalkBer,  Featon,  Ptorance, 
'  FraakMa,OaDiUe,  GcMn,  Grey,  Stow,  Uaaiihon,  Andrew 
|.  Barlan,  Sampaon  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harrii,  Baniwn, 
Henn,  Blbttard,  RIeMer,  Bill,  IngerMill,  J.  Glaney  Jonea, 
Soland  Jonea,  K«iU,KitIred|{e,  Kurtz,  Lanb,  Lane,  Leleh- 
er,  Liadtey,  Lyon,  MaodouaMi  McDongall,  McMuHia, 
McNair,  IMcOueen,  Matte*on,'Maartce,  IWayall,  Meacliani, 
Middle»wartli,Marrlaon,Noble.  Olda,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mnr 
decai  Oliver,  Paeker,  Parker,  Peckham,  Peonininon,  Phil- 
lip*, Powell,  PrealOB,  Klehardmn,  Rofcra,  Rowe,  Sapp, 
Seward,  Seyntonr,  Bbanaon,  Simmona,  Slnfleinn,  Gerrit 
Bniidi,  Williaoi  S.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Saliera, 
Heator  L.  Btavent,  Stralton,  Andrew  Sluart,  Jiitin  L. 
Taylor,  Tweed,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Waleh,  Warren, 
John  Wenlwortb,  Waaibrook,  Wheeler,  Witte,  Hendrick 
B.  Wright,  Yatae,  and  Zollicoflkr. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  trnifiore,  (Mr.  Jokei,  of 
Tennessee.)  The  Chair  refiorta  only  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  members  present — no  quorum. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  that  there  be  a  coll  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  FLAOLER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.oflllinoU.  Imorethat 
Mrfaen  the  House  adjourns,  h  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  motion  is  not  in  order. 
There  was  no  quorum  on  the  last  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpon.  The  motion  is 
not  in  order.  Less  than  a  quorum  cannot  adjourn 
OTsr. 

The  question  was  taksn  on  Mr.  Plaolcr's 
motion;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeoa 
33.  nays  90;  as  followa: 

TEAS— Meaan.  Abarcronbie,  Briijes,  Caripanter,  Cnr- 
irin,Ciml<,TheniaaDaTia,  Dawaoa,  Dick,  Flagler,  Fuller, 
GiddinM.  Oaade,  Uaven,  Bill,  Hoghea,  Hunt,  Johnaon, 
Knox,  Hurray,  Norton,  Peek,  Pennington,  Biahop  Per- 
klna.  Kiddle,  Sabin,  ekelion,Winiani  Smith,  Richard  B. 
8ianira,Tbanton,  Upbam,  wade,  and  Walkei>— 39. 

NAYS— Ma«*«.  Jane*  C.  AUen,  WiUia  Alias,  Awl»- 
too,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomsa  U.  Bayly,  Ball,  Bariv,  B«l- 
cfber,  Bensoit,  Bliaa,  Bocr>ck,  Bon,  Caikie,  CbatnoerlaiD, 
ChaMler,  dnirebwell,  Clark,  vSib,  Coloain,  Crocker, 
John  O.  Davia,  Dickinson,  Dowdell,  Drum,  Dnnliar,  Eddy, 

fdrnaod*,  Tliomaa  D.  Eliet,  Elliaon,  Ewing,  Goodiicb, 
reenwood,  Aaron  Harlan,  Baiting*,  Bendricka,  BUIyer, 
oaaton,  DanielT.  Jonea,  George  W .  Jonea,  Roland  Jonei, 
Kerr,  Kldwetl.  Lamb,^  Latham,  LIndMay,  IHcCallncb,  Mc- 
Pougall.  McMiUUn,  Mace,  Maey,  MSzwaU,  May,  Middle*- 
warib,  Jobo  G.  Miller,  Smlib  HiHer,  Motgao,  Nlclioli, 
Peckham,  Jobn  Perkina,  Phelps,  Pratt,  Pringia,  Purrear, 
Beady,  Reese,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas  HltcHey,  Robblna, 
Kuflin,  Ruaaen,  Sage,  Seward,  SliaW,  Shower,  George  W. 
Snylh,  Heator  L.  Staveaa,  Snaiib,  Oatid<  Staart,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Jobn  I..  Taylor,  Nathaniel  6.  Taylor,  Trout,  Vail, 
Vaosant,  WaDey,  Ellihu  B.  Wasbume,  larael  Washburn, 
Mrelis,  Tan«n  Weotwordi,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 90. 

So  the  House  reflised  to  adjourn. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the'  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  pending  is 
to  lay  aside  bill  No.  98,  that  it  may  be  reported 
to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass.    The  tellers  will  resume.  Iheir  places. 

Mr.  MACE,  t  hope  that  by  unanimous  coii- 
sent  the  motion  will  be  agreed  to  without  tellers. 

rCries  of  "Agreed  !'T 

No  objection  being  made. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the 
House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass. 
CAPTAIN  GEORGE  81MPT0N. 

The  ne:^t  bill  in  order  on  the  Calendar  was  a 
bill  (No.  99)  •<  for  the  reUef  of  Captain  Gaoigs 
Simpton,  of  Galveston." 

The  bill  proposet  to  pay  the  petitioner  in  this 
case  the  snin  of  f  1,690  in  fullpay  ment  of  his  claim 
for  indemnification'  for  the  loss  of  the  schooner 
Alert,  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  public  service 
in  the  war  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the  bill 
be  laid  aside  (o  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a 
recdmmendotion  that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  hope  that  some  explanation 
will  be  given  of  this  case  by  the  gentleman  who 
reportM  the  bill. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Missouri.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  con  mokea  mors  clear  and  suoeinct  statement  than 
iscontained  in  the  report  accompanying  the  bill; 
bitt  I  wiU  state  aa  briisfiy  0*  li  ^«n  the  faeU  of  the  cag« 


believing  myself  most  sincerdy  that  the  bill  ou^t 
to  pass.  The  claimant  in  this  case,  being  the 
owner  of  the  schooner  Alert,  was  employed  by  the 
Government  during  the  war  with  Mexico  to  trans- 
port supplies  from  Sacrifieios  to  Camp  Bftgara,  for 
the  division  of  the  Army  under  the  command  of 
General  Twisgs.  While  he  was  thus  employed, 
the  French  bark,  Jeune  Nelly,  was  captured  as 
a  prize  by  the  United  Slates  steamer  Himter,  com- 
manded by  Captain  McLanghHn,  while  attempt- 
ing to  violate  the  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz.  After 
the  capture,  Captain  Simpton,  of  the  schooner 
Alert,  who  was  a  skillful  and  experienced  pilot, 
and  who  was  acquainted  with  the  currents,  was 
employed  by  Captain  McLaughlin  to  take,  the 
Hunter  with  her  prize  into  port.  After  he 
had  been  thus  employed,  and  af^er.  the  French 
bark  had  been  taken  in  tow  by  the  schooner  to- 
gether with  the  steamer,  a  severe  "  norther," 
common  to  the  gulf,  sprung  up,  and  all  three  of 
the  vessels  were  driven  upon  a  reef  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  storm,  and  entirely  destroyed,  the 
officers  and'men  escaping  with  great  difficulty. 
Captain  Simpton,  who  was  the  owner  of  the 
schooner,  asks  that  he  may  be  compensated  for 
his  loss.  From  the  proof  before  the  committee, 
the  vessel  was  estimated  by  witnesses  to  be  worth 
^,000,  but  the  committee  thought  the  valuation 
too  high,  and  aereed  upon  the  sum  of  $I,600a8an 
indemnity  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  claimant. 
1  believe  myaelf  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel  ought 
to  be  allowed  more  than  was  repotted  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Miosoari  whether  this  vessel  was  in 
the  voluntary  service  of  the  Government,  or 
whether  it  was  pressed  into  the  service? 

Mr.  MILLER.  The  claimant  in  this  case  was 
employed  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  supplies  to  our  Army  under  the'  com- 
mand of  General  Twiggs;  and  he  was  ordered  to 
perform  the  service  in  which  his  sehoonsr  was 
destroyed  by  the  officer  in  eommaad  of  the 
steamer  Hunter,  that  captured  the  French  bark. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH,  of  Massachusetu.  1 
call  for  tellers  on  that  motion. 

Tellers  were-ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  diat  the  eommiuee  do  no v 
rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Pri- 
vate Calendar  had  had  under  consideration  bills 
Nos.  58,  59,  and .  63,  which  the  committee  had 
passed  over  informally,  and  bill  No.  98,  which 
the  committee  had  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the 
House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  DicKiNt,  their  Secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  and  resolutions 
of  the  following  titles: 

Resolution  (No.  17)  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 

Sess  to  the  acceptance  by  Lieutenant  M.  F. 
aury,  of  the  Navy,  of  a  gold  medal  from  his 
Mi^esty  the  King  of  Sweden; 

Resolution  (No.  19)  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca 
Birdsall; 

Resolution  (No.  90)  relating  to  the  raft  of  Red 
river;  and 

An  act  (No.  401)  for  the  relief  of  William  Duer. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adiourna,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  On  that  question 
I  ask  for  a  division. 

The  House  was  divided,  bat  before  the  an- 
nouncesMnt  of  the  vote 

Mr.  KEITT  withdrew  his  motion,  and  moved 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
thereupon  (at  twenty-five  minutes  .past  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.)  adjooraed  to  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock,  mt 


ROUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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BOSIHBSB  BBFOBB  THB  HOOSX. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  before  tlie 
House  is  on  ordering  the  following  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time:  House  bill  (No.  98) 
"for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lewis,  of  Clinton  county, 
Indiana."  It  is  the  biir reported  from  the  Com- 
mitice  of  the  Whole  House  yesterday. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  desire  to  make  a 
motion  that  the  Houss  proceed  to  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Or- 
egon yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  LANE.    Certainty. 

THE  NICARAGUA  URB  OF  8TBAMXRS. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Before  proceeding  to  thareg- 
ulsr  order  of  business,  I  desire  to  report  to  tais 
House,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  a  bill 
passed  by  the  Senate,  authorizing  i  new  issue-of 
registers  to  the  steamers  plying  betweoi  Nov 
York  and  San  Francisco.  It  is  a  matter  af  pri- 
vate business,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  foUowtng  bill  was 
reported  back: 

S.  No.  180.  An  act  to  authorize  the  iasue  of 
registers  to  vessels  owned  by  the  Accessory 
Transit  Company. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  ask  to  have  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  accompanies 
the  bill,  read  by  the  Clerk.  It  is  a  short  letter, 
and  is  explanatory  of  the  object  of  the  Un. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

TaiAacBT  DtPiianiiNT,  JoMwry  SS,  18S4. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  petiiioa 
which  accompanied  ynur  letter  of  the  18th  Instant,  and  in- 
close a  dra(\  of  a  bill  aathorlzfnc  the  iasve  of  regfaierv  to 
aleamhoais  and  veacelB  owned  by  the  Accessory  Trsiaalt 


Company,  with  such  conditions  and  reatrictions 
to  me  Rdvi«abla  for  the  prolectioa  of  the  ioiaresia  of  the 
United  Stales. 
I  am,  sir,  very  reapectrnlly,  your  obedteat  servsnt, 
JAMES  GUTHRIE, 

S»T»tary  of  tie  IVsaaawy. 
Bon.  H.  Hakus,  Otoirnwii  Ctmmitt**  0»  Coauaerce, 
United  Statu  Sautt. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  being  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

TBRHITORIAI.  BU8INBSB. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  regular  order  of  business, 
which  is  the  consideration  of  bills  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  that  we  take  up  such  territorial  bills  as 
have  been  considered  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  reported  to 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  private  biB  day, 
the  regular  order  of  business  is  the  consideration 
of  private  bills. 

Mr.  LANE.  Then  I  withdraw  that  motion, 
and  move  to  take  up  such  territorial  bills  as  were 
considered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ills 
state  of  the  Union  some  weeks  ago,  and  ma  at* 
now  on  the  Speaker's  table.  I  hope  the  Hoase 
will  indulge  me  in  this  motion. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  dislike  very  much  to 
object  to  anything  which  tlie  gentleman  irom  Ot- 
egon  asks;  but  this  day  is  set  apart  by  the  rales 
of  the  House  for  theconsideration  of  private  bills. 
We  have  not  acted  upon  them  for  some  monlhs, 
and  it  is  but  right  that  we  should  now  insiH  on 
their  receiving  consideration. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  tka 
gentleman  from  Indiana  will  withdraw  his  ed>jee- 
tion.  There  are  but  few  territorial  bills,  and  it 
will  take  but  a  few  momente  to  pass  them,  i  hope 
that,  by  general  consent,  they  will  be  taken  op 
and  paaaeo.  They  have  all  been  agreed  to  by  tha 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  LANE.  Then  I  will  ask  (he  Rouse  now 
to  set  apart  a  day  when  they  will  consider  tarri- 
torial  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  Chair  may  be  allowed 
a  single  suggestion,  perhaps  it  may  lead  to  an  ac- 
commodation of  all  parties.  If  it  be  true  that  these 
territorial  bills  will  give  rise  to  no  debate,  it  wil 
take  but  a  few  moments  t«  pass  them.  If  it  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  House,  by  g^eneral  consent, 
to  take  up  and  pass  such  temtonal  bill*  as  will 
not  give  rise  to  debate,  the  Chair  will  have  thos* 
bills  reported. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  To  that  extent  I  willf 
draw  my  objectiim. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  Ani  there  u  «notb«r  reason 
\|rhich,  perhaps,  has  not  auggeited  itMlf  to  gentle- 
men. There  are  aome  two  or  three  of  those  bills 
which  apply  to  the  extension  of  the  sarveya  of 
the  pabho  lands  in  those  Territories. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  not  objected  to,  the  Chair 
will  first  direct  that  the  bill  reported  from  the 
oommittaa  yesterday  be  token  up,  and  will  then 
proceed  to  such  territorial  bills  as  have  been  re- 
ported from .  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole^  and 
vhich  willjiot  give  rise  to  deliate. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  i  desire  to  have  it  under- 
Stood  that  the  proposition  is  confined  to  such  bills 
only  OS  have  been  reported  from  the  Comnitte* 
of  the  Whole,  and  shall  not  bfe  extended  t«  any 
other. 

HBNRT  LEWIS. 

The  foIlowiogbiU,  reported  from  the  committee 
yesterday,  was  then  taken  up: 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lewis,  of  CKnton 
county,'  Indiana. 

The  question  being,«8hall  Oicbill  be  engressedt 
and  read  a  third  tiro*?" 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  tellers  upon  the  question; 
which  were  ordered;  and  Measra.  Walkbr  and 
Vaii.  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
—ayes  79,  noes  50. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
rMd  a  thinrtime;  and  Seing  engroaaed,  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  lime,  anu  passed. 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  IN  TERRITORIEa. 

Houee  bill  (No.  163)  "  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  Executive  and  judicial  officers  in  Oregon 
and  New  Mexico,"  coming  up  next  ia ordor,  was 
read  in  atUnto. 

It  provides  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
chie{^  and  associate  judges  of  Oregon  and  N*w 
Mexico  to  |3,S0O  per  annum;  for  mcreasing  the 
salary  of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico  to  f3,Q0O 
per  annum;  and  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  (he 
Secretaries  of  Oregon  and  New  Mexico  to.  |3,000 
per  annum. 

The  Committee  «f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  .the 
Union  proposed  to  amend  by  including  the  jud^ges 
lifUtahandNew  Mexico  at  the  saine  salary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  further  proposed  to  amend  by 
making  the  salaries  of  saia  judges  |3,0OO,  instsad 
Of  P,500. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  demand  tellers  upon  that  amend- 
ment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Ofeaar*.  WmaUA 
V>d  Vail  were  appointed. 

Th*  question  w«s  taken  on  the  second  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  rgscied,  forty-four  only  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  third  amendment  was  read,  and  agncd  to» 
as  follows: 

After  the  word  "  On«oa"  ineert  the  worU  "  Wariitnctaii 
and  Utah,"  so  that  the  parag rapb  will  read :  "And  that  oT 
the  aecrelsriet  of  Orecon,  Waabington,  Utab,  and  New 
Mexico,  (be  tnereand,)  to  the  sum  or^,DaO  p«r  annum." 

The  fourth  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Add 

"JInd  bt  it  tttrtiertnaOed,  Tbnl  Ibe  annua)  salaries  of 
the  cbief  JusBce  and  associate  Judjes  of  tb<  TsRilory  of 
Minnuoia  be  incrsased  to  $i,iO0." 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  lUinois.  I  dsmand 
tsllers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  move  to  strike  out  "^,500," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert'*  13,(1(00,'' so  as  to 
make  the  salariea  of  the  judges  in  Minnesota  the 
■ame  as  those  provided  for  me  judges  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska,  in  the  bill  which  we  have  recently 


Theqosstioa  was  pat  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendmeot;  and,  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes 
••venty-two. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  demand 
UUsrs- 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee  Thore  are  some 
gentlemen,  perhaps,  who  are  laboring  under  the 
'  Onpression  that  the  salary  is  now  $3^0  a  vear; 
as  I  understand  it,  the  House  have  rejected  the 
^,500  amendment  proposed  bythe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stats  of  the  Union,  and  if  we 
Xfject  th»  amendment  moved  bv  the  gentleman 
fiopi  Miwoiiri,  the  salaries  of  inose  judges  will 
remain  as  at  present. 

ThsSPBAKEiR.  The  gentleman  is  in  error 
in  his  tuderstandtng  of  the  condition  of  the  ques- 
(MO..  Xl>eBi^a«e&ivcTiotri^isct«dtiwMport.af 


the  .OMunittee,  who  reotmimend  |3,5O0  as  the 
salary.  A  vote  has  not  been  taken  upon  that 
proposition.  The  gentleman  from  .Missouri  [Mr. 
Pbki,ps]  proposes  to  amend  that  amendnvsot  by 
striking  out  $500  of  the  proposed  salary. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  ask  the  Chatr  if  he  did 
not  put  the  affirmative  of  the  question,  and  report 
the  number  rising  in  fiivor  of  the  salary  of  f2,500 
to.  be.  twenty-one.  Tellers  were  colled  for,  and 
the  Choir  leported  only  thirteen  rising  in  the 
affirmative,  and  then  it  was  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  moved  his  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  TheChair  hod  not  announced 
the  result,  otherwise  the  amendment  would  not  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  There  were  twenty-one  gentle- 
men votineio  theafSrmative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  indication  was  very 
clear  as  to  the  result,  but  the  vote  was  not  an- 
nounced. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  would  inquire  what  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  are  now  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  salary  of  thase  judges  is 
now|I,800.  The  Comroitteeofthe Wholeon  the 
state  of  the  Union  recommended  that  the  salary 
of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  ofMinnesota  should 
be  increased  to  $3,5O0.  I  propose  that  their  sala- 
ries shall  be  $'.^,000,  miUting  them  equal  to  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
It  is  an  increase  of  $200  merely  to  each  of  die 
judees  in  Minnesota  over  what  they  now  have. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  Davis  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reputed— ayes  00,  lioes  37. 

Th*  Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  to  make 
a  quorum,  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
amed  to.  : 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  as  amended,  the  House  was  divided, 
and  the  Speaker  announced  iaeventy-eix  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  t  demand  ihp  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  ond  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  negative  vote  wais  then  counted;  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  amsndment,  as  amended,  was  agttti  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  now  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  b«  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr;  COBB.  I  move  to  lay  the' whole  matter 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  know  well  thot  the 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  is  not  debata- 
ble; but  I  would  ask  the  House  to  do  justice  to  the 
portion  of  the  country  whidi  I  represent  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  object  to  the  gentleman's  dis- 
cosaing  the  question,  unless  I  be  allowed  an  oppor- 
tunity to  answer  him. 

Mr.  LANE.  lam  not  discussing  it,  but  I  ask 
the  House  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Niw  York.    I  ssk  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  of  the  ^ntleman  noro 
Alabama. 
"  The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  Ordered. 

The  question  was  dien  taken;  and  the  motioh 
to  lay  the  hill  on  the  table  was  not  agretd  to. 

The  question  recurred  On  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HAVftN.  I  Wish  to  say  one  word  in  re- 
lation to  this  bin.  - 

The  SPEAEBIl.  If  debate  ariacs,  tke  Cboir 
daeidaa  that  tliit  bill  must  go  over. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  wish  to  make  one  alatemeiit. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  unaoiaaooa  oonacnt 
of  the  House,  the  Choir  will  allow  it. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  do  not  wont  to  debate  it.  I 
only  desire  to  moke  a  single  statement. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thotis  debate;  but  the  Choir 
hopes  the  House  will  indulge  the  gentleman. 

Ho  etiieotion  be^  made, 

Mr.  HAVEN  saidi  I  only  deairs  (o  say  that 
the  Mlaries  of  ail  the  XStovemors  of  the  Territo- 
ries are  left  at  I^^OO  par  annnm,  except  that  of 
the  Governor  of  New  Mexico,  which  is  A3,0Q0. 
That  ought  to  be  changed  to  ^,500,  and  I  ask 
that  the  bill  may  be  so  amended,  by  unanimous 
consent;  that  is,  so  as  to  make  the  salaries  of  all 
the  Governors  the  same.  I  propMe  to  put  them 
all  upon  the  same  level. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  The  gtHOttoM-  is 
miatdEsa  in.tlM  A^. 


Mr.*  JONES,  of  Tannesseie.  I  edc  for  the 
reading  of  the  bill,  as  amended. 

Mr.  BRECKINBUDGE.  1  inove  tihe  previous 
question. 

Mr.  McMUIXlN.    I  desire  to  dabatathebUl. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  soy  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  HaViv,]  iHat  the  salary 
of  the  governor  fisr  N<w  Meaioo  is  £xed  at 
$2,500  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAV£lN.  I  think  that  eonnot  be  so,  as 
I  jtHtoime  from  the  Cierk's desk,  and  there  read 
the  provision  myself,  snd  the  Clerk  also'read  it  1A 
me.  But  I  shall  vote  against  the  biU  any  way, 
and  against  the  prsvions  question. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  was  mistaken  in  my  state- 
ment. I  turiied  to  lb*  wrong  seclaon  of  the  bill, 
and  was  misled  tli*r«hy. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desijre  som*  in^bmation 
before  I  vote.    I  desire  to  know— — 

Mr.  H  BNDRICK8.    I  objtct  to  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Perhaps  th*  peritleman  from 
Virginio  rises  to  a  question  of  order.  The  Chair 
will  hear  what  he  has  to  say. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  «esif«to  know  if  all  the 
Governors  of  the  Territories  get  j|2,S0Q  per  annum, 
except  the  Governor  of  N»W  Mexico? 

Mr.  COBB.     I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  aeeordingly  Main  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  TS*  (^eviouit  que^ion  is. 
demanded. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  I  understand  th*  state  of  the 
matter,  I  rise  to  a  privileged  questioii.  It  is  to 
move  to  reconsider  the  vote,  by  wbich  (be  House 
rejected  the  amendment  reported  from  th*  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  In  that  way  we  can  accom- 
plish the  object  which  the  |;ent1eman  (Vom  New 
Vork,.(Mr.  Havbh,}  and  ts*  resit  of  us,  have  in 
view. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  understand  that 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  ilrom  New  York. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
ewMleman  fromOragOBif  thaMlary  pnpbsed  to 
be  given  to  the  Sovcraor  of  New  MmcIoo  by  this 
biliia not  th*  samaaa  that  reeeived  i>y  the  Qor- 
emor  of  Oregon  ?  '      ■ 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  take  pleasure  in 
stating,  in  r^y  to  tbegenlleMaa  from  K*ntttcky, 
diat  th*  salaries  of  the  Govenwrs  of  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territories  are  fixed  at  (P,000  each 
per  annum. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  now  deaii^  to  ask 
the  gentleman  another  tiudftion.  -Is  not  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Mexico  also  made  the  superintend- 
ent of  Indian  aflTairs  for  that  Territoryf 

Mr..  LANE.  He  is.  |«  s^iiion  to  ths  duties 
ii^posed  upon  him  as  Governor,  he  also  discharges 
those  of  superintendent  of 'Indian  aflairs  for  uia 
Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  And  tb«  Governor 
of  Oregon  does  not^ischoiige  the  duties  of  super- 
intendent of  Indian  offiura? 

Mr.  LANEL    He  does  not. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Then  I  object  to  the 
reduction  of  the  valary  of  the  Governor  of  Kew 
Mexico  to  jp,500. 

Mr.  OBR.  The  motion  to  reconsider  is  de- 
batable, is  it  not? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Choir  decides  thot  if' 
the  bill,  or  any  proposition  connected  with  it,  be 
debated,  (he  bill  itself  must  ^o  over.  But  aside 
from  that  consideration,  the  previous  question 
has  been  demanded,  which,  of  course,  makes  the 
proposition  not  debatoble. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  noiw  ask  that  the  douse  of 
tbe  bill  providing  for  the  salary  of  the  Governor 
of  New  Mexico  may  be  read,  and  that  the  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  in  which  it  occurs  may  also  be 
read,  in  order  that  the  House  may  see  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  salaries  of  these  different 
o^cera. 

The  clause  i^nd  section  referred  to  were  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  infonn  the 
gatttlemaD  from  New. York,  that  the  salary  of  na 
Governor  is  provided  for  in  this  bill  except  tbat 
of  the  Governor  of  New  Mexi(!o. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Then  I  was  laboring  ander  a, 
mistake,  and  withdmw  my  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  withdrew  my  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  previone  question  wos  then  seconded,  ond 
the  mam  question,  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Tiie  bill  acas  ordered  le  b».,«ngioaaed  and  reiid 
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•  third  UiMs  and  being  •ogromed,  waa  Mad  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon.  I  demand  the  pre- 
vioue  queetion  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  propose  to  debate  the 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  not  reeog- 
nised  the  gentleman.  As  a  matcerof  doty,  he  has 
allowed  the  conduct  of  the  bill  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  its  friends. 

The  prsvioas  qaestton  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  McMULLIN..  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  decided  in 
the  affirnlatilre — yeas  91,  nays  49;  as  follows: 

TBAS— Memra.  Aiken,  Jam«  C.  Allen,  Willli  Allen, 
A>be,  Thome*  H.  Bayhr,  Benki,  Banjr,  Belcher,  Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges,  Bagg,  Csaiplwll,  Csikle,  Cbandler,  Chu- 
lain,  Cbcitnwn,  Cbuichwcll,  Clark,  niiDgman,  Colqniit, 
Corwtn,  Crocker,  Cnllom,  John  G.  tlavis,  Thoniag  Davia, 
IHek,  Dianej,  Dowdell,  Dunbar,  Dnnham,  Eddy,  Edrnands, 
Edmnndaon,  Thanaa  D.  EUnt,  John  M.  Elliou,  EUieridge, 
Keerbait,  Fuller,  Goode,  Ooodrieh,  Green,  Greenwood, 
Andrew  J.  Baitan,  Wiley  P.  Uarna,  Hendricka,  Henn, 
Howe,  Bugbea,  Hum,  Ingenoll,  Lamb,  Laiham,  Lilly, 
Lindley,McDougall,  Maey,  Maxwell,  Bniiti  Miller,  Mill- 
•OD,  Mocdeeai  OUrer,  Packer,  Paiket,Penntnaian,  Phelpa, 
Prall,  Reedy,  Ileese,'Btddle,  David  RiKbie,  Roeera.  Rue- 
aell,  Seward,  Sbower,  Gerrit  Smilb,  Bainuel  A.  Smith, 
GeornW.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Slanion,  Richard  H.  Stan- 
Ion,  Alexander  H.  Ste|>henfi,  Heaior  L.  Stevena,  Btraub, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Nstbaniel  6.  Taylor,  Tbaraton,  Tweed, 
Opham.  Vail,  Walk.er,  WaUey,  £IUba  B.  Waabburne,  and 
OanielB.  Wright -»l. 

NATB—Meair*.  David  J.  Bailey,  Boyee,  Carpenter, 
Cobb,  Dlekinaon,  Elliaon,  Bngllali,  Fanlon,  Flagler,  Old- 
ding*,  Hanillon,  Heating*,  Hill,  Hillyer,  HauHan,Johinan, 
Daniel  T.  Jonea,  George  W.  Jonea,  J.  Giancy  Jonea,  Kid- 
well,  Knox,  Kartz,  Lindaley,  McCulloch,  McMuIlin.Mace, 
Middleawartii,  Monan,  Murray,  Nicbole,  Norton,  Andrew 
Oliver,  Orr,  Peak,  Peckhem,  John  Perkina,  Powell,  Prin- 
ile,  Themaa  Ritehey,  Ruffin,  Sage,  Bbaw,  BheUon,  John  1. 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Troat,  Wade,  larael  Waabbum,  and  Witia 
— 49, 

8o  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Oregon,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  Tote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconatder  upon  the  (able;  which 
latter  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WA8HBURNE,of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
amend  the  title  of  the  bill  by  adding  the  words 
'*  Washington,  Utah,  Minnesota,"  so  aa  to  make 
it  read: 

A  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Executive 
and  judicial  officers  of  Oregon,  Mew  Mexico, 
Utah,  Washington,  and  Minnesota. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to;  and  the  title,  as 
amended,  passed. 

EXPKMSBa  or  THB  CATTJSK  WAR. 

House  bill  (No.  233)  "  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
•X|ienses  of  the  people  of  Oregon  from  attacks  and 
hostilities  of  the  Cayuse  Indiana,  approved  Au- 
gust 91, 1853,"  coming  up  nex(  in  its  order,  was 
read  by  its  title.  « 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  recommend  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,^d  to  insert  a  sabstitute,  which 
provides  for  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  and  adjust  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  provisional  government  of  Oregon, 
in  consequence  of  hostilities  of  the  Cayuse  In- 
dians, in  the  years  1847  and  1848,  provided  that 
the  amount  shall  not  exceed  (^75,000;  to  make 
such  allowances  for  adjusting  claims  from  that 
amount,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per 
day;  to  pay  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  said 
amount  for  aettling  the  claims  awarded  by  the 
eomnltteea  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Oov- 
amor  of  Oregon;  and  that  nosaeh  claims  shall  be 
allowed  which  are  not  preaented  within  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

The  second  section  provides  "  that  all  of  said 
daims  and  accounts  not  heretofore  adjusted  shall 
be  settled  and  adjusted  at  such  place,  and  in  such 
manner  aa  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
prsacribci  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
ampowerad  to  reexamine  any  award  that  has 
haoi,  or  may  be  made  of  aaid  daims,  and  to  re- 
duce the  amount  if,  in  his  judgment,  founded  on 
proof,  it  should  be  too  mueh." 

The  substituta  war  adopted. 

Tha  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  smd 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  waa 
subsequently  rs^  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  ImOVetoamend  the  title  by 
•abatiuiting  for  the  pfsaast  one  (he  Ibiiowing: 


An  act  making  appropriations  in  rsferaiea  to 
the  Cayuse  war  in  Oregon. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  waa  agreed  to. 

SURTETOR  GERBRAI.  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Clerk  read  tha  title  of  the  next  bill,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

H.  R.  No.  315.  A  bill  to  sstablish  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico,  to  grant  dona- 
tions to  actual  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  pur- 
posea. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  is  as  follows: 

Strike  ool  nil  after  tbe  word  "  Mexico,"  In  the  Aial  aee- 
tion,  and  in  lieu  thereof  in*ert  tbe  Ibiiowing : 

Whnie  annual  aalary  ahall  be  (3,0*0,  and  whose  power, 
authority,  and  duly  Khali  be  the  same  a*  tlioae  provided  by 
law  for  tlie  surveyor  general  of  Oregon.'  And  beahalt  have 
profier  allowance*  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  and  fuel,  not 
exceeding  what  now  ia,  or  herealtCf  may  be,  allowed  to  tbe 
aaid  eurveyor  general  of  Oregon.  And  he  ahall  locale  bia 
office,  from  time  to  time,  at  lucb  placea  aamaybediraeled 
by  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Siatea, 
— to  that  the  aection  will  read : 

Bt  it  marltthy  the  Senale  and  House  of  RtfretentaUtti 
of  tke  UltUed  Sitttet  of  America  i«  Confrtee  aMejmhled, 
That  the  PreaidenI,  t>f  and  with  tbe  advice  and  cnnaeot  of 
tba  Senate,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authofixed  m  ap- 
puin!  a  surveyor  general  fur  New  Mexico,  whose  annual 
salary  shall  be  S3,twa,  ke. 

The  amendment  waa  concurred  in. 

Thesecond  amendmentof  theCommitteeof  the 
Whole  on  the  aiate  of  the  Union  was  as  follows: 

Strike  IVom  tbe  second  section  the  following  word* : 

**That,  to  every  white  male  American  citixen  of  the 
United  states,  or  who  has  declared  his  intention  to  twcome 
such,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,"  and  in  lien  thereof, 
to  insert  so  (bat  the  section  will  read  as  foHows: 

That  to  every  white  male  citixen  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
or  every  white  male  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  wbo 
bas  declared  bia  intention  to  become  a  citixen,  and  who  re- 
moved lb,  and  waa  residing  in,  said  Territory  |>rior  to  tbe 
lat  day  of^  January,  18S3,  there  ahall  be,  and  hereby  ta,  do- 
nated on*  hair  section,  or  three  hundred  and  Iweniy  acres 
of  land,  if  single ;  but  if  married,  one  section,  or  aix  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  Itc,  &c. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  Idemandtdlenon  that 
amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Elio'^,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Howb,  were  appointed. 

The  question  waa  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  54,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  sm  satisfied  that  if  the  Houae 
underatood  the  amendment  upon  which  the  vote 
ia  beingtaken,  there  would  not  be  any  objection 
to  it.  The  bUl,  aa  originally  reported  from  the 
committee,  provided  for  the  donation  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acrea  of  land  to  each  head  of  a 
fitmily  who  had  settled  in  the  Territory  within  the 
time  prescribed.  The  amendment  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  reduced  the  ijuantity 
of  land  to  be  given  to  aeltlers  from  half  a  section 
to  a  quarter  of  a  section,  giving  them  one  hundred 
and  aixty  instead  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land. 

Mr.  H  AMILTON.    Let  us  have  a  recount. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  withdraw  the 
demand  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection,  a 
recount  will  be  had,  and  the  tellers  will  again  re- 
aume  their  places. 

The  tellers  resumed  their  placea,  and  the  Houae 
having  been  again  divided,  the  tellera  reported — 
ayes  eighty-aeven,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

In  the  fourth  line  of  iha  second  aection  strike  oat  tte 
"  removed  to  and. " 


Th*  aection,  as  amended,  will  read: 
That  lo  every  male  American  citixen  of  tbe  United 
Slate*,  <ir  who  baa  declared  bia  Isisniloa  to  become  each, 
over  tbe  age  of  iwenty-ooe  y eara,  wbo  was  resMlng  ia  aaid 
Territory,  tx. 
The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amend  men  t  was  reported ,  aa  folio  ws: 

la  the  aeeeod aeeiton, after  the  word  "three,"  hi  tbe 

aiith  tiae,  iiwert  the  Mtowlng  words :  <■  and  wbo  may  be 

atill  reaidinf  there." 

The  aection,  as  amended,  will  read  as  follows: 

Thai  to  every  white  male  American  citizen  of  the  United 

Staiea,  or  wbo  baa  dectared  bia  intention  to  became  auch, 

over  the  age  ofiwenty-one  yeara,  who  waa  residing  In  aaid 

Territory  prior  lo  Uie  1*1  day  of  January,  18S3,  and  wlw 

any  fee  uill  raaidiai  there,  there  abaii  be,  and  hereby  ia, 

donated,  <ic. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fifth  amendmant  was  Mporlsd,  m  foDowBi 


la  lbs  Blxai  llna  eritas  aaaia  aectloa  Mriks  a«  ibe  wort 
"half,"  and  inarit  the  word  •*  quarter ;"  and  in  tbeaev- 
eaib  Ihi*  airike  out  the  word  "  three,"  and  inaen  "one ;" 
and  alrike  out  the  word  "  IwcMy,"  and  ln*en  "  aixty ; "  is 
tbe  aevenlh  and  eighth  Hne*  nrike  out  tbe  ward*  *<  if  sii>> 
gle ;  but,  if  married,  one  sedtoa,  or  sti  hundred  sad  Itaatr 


Ths  section,  aa  amended,  will  read  aa  follovs: 
There  abali  be,  and  herabf  ia,  doaaied  one  qaatlar  aaa- 
don,  or  one  hundred  and  aixty  ociea  at  land. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 
The  fifth  amendment  waa  reported,  aa  fbltowa: 
In  the  ninlh  line  of  tbe  same  section  strike  oiM  the  word 
"  each"  and  insert  the  word' "  every ;"  after  Ibe  word 
"  male"  alrike  oui  the  word  •'  Aaericaa ;"  aft«  lb*  weed 
•<  citixen"  inaen  the  words  "  oftb*  United  Siana,  or  every 
white  male  above  tlie  age  of  twenty-one  yeara,  wbo  lia* 
declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  and.*' 

The  section,  as  amended,  will  read  as  follows: 

And  to  every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  atatea,  or 
every  whit*  male  above  ilie  are  of  twenty  one  years  wlio 
haa  declared  bis  intention  IS  beeoaie  a  citisea,  asd  who 
abali  have  removed,  he. 

The  amendmant  was  agraed  to. 

The  eeventh  amendment  waa  reported,  aa  IM- 
lows: 

In  the  Ibarteenth  nnd  afteenOi  lioea  of  die  aame  oeeiina 
eMke  out  the  worda  <•  if  a  singi*  man ;  or,  tf  married,  oae 
half  eeoiion,  or  Ibree  Bmdied  and  tweaqr  acres." 

The  section,  aa  amended,  will  read  as  fbllows: 
There  ahall,  in  like  manner,  be  donated  on*  quarter  Bee- 

lion,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acrea,  on  oontftkHi  of  aetaat 

settlement,  &c. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Ths  eighth  amendment  waa  read,  aa  follows: 
In  the  first  line  of  tbe  third  section,  after  tbe  word  "  of," 

Insert  the  word  "  tbe,"  and  in  the  second  line  atiike  oat 

tba  word  "aa." 

The  section,  ss  amended,  will  read  as  MIows: 

That  on  proof  of  the  aeUemeol  and  cultivation  reqnlral 
by  this  act,  lie. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  ninth  amendment  waa  read,  as  follows: 

In  Ibe  sixth  aection,  line  seven  and  eight,  auilte  ool  tbe 

following  worda :  **  And  to  be  diapoaed  of  aa  said  L^iala- 

ture  ahall  direct." 

The  section,  aa  amended,  will  read  a»  followa: 
That,  when  tbe  lands  in  said  Territory  sImII  be  surveyed 
aa  aforaaaid,  a  qnanUty  of  land  equal  to  two  township* 
shall  be,  andtbeaomets  herelv,  re«erved  (br  tbe  estabiiab 
men!  of  a  university  in  said  Territory,  and  in  tha  Stale 
hereafter  to  be  rreawd  out  of  Ihe  same,  to  be  sdeeied,  un- 
der tbe  direcUnn  of  the  Legislature,  in  legal  anbdiviaioaB 
of  not  less  ttian  one  half  aeetioo. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

TheSFEAKER.  There  being  no  fiirther  amend- 
ments to  be  disposed  of,  the  question  is  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HENN.  At  the  request  of  the  Comraittse 
on  Public  Lands,  1  propose  to  offer  aa  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  providing  for  tbe  making  of  sur- 
veys through  the  Territories  of  Kanaas  and  Ne- 
braska. I  will  eend  the  amenilmenc  to  the  table 
to  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  followa: 

.ifnd  b€  it  fwrtker  tiuutti.  That  tbe  PreaidenI  nflhe 
United  Staiea  aboil  be,  and  he  la  hereby,  authorized  u  ap- 
point, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Ihe  Seaala,  a 
•urveyor  general  for  the  Territoriea  of  Nebraafca  aiid 
Kanaaa,  who  ahall  locale  bia  olBee  at  auch  place  as  tbe  Piee- 
lilenl  of  Ibe  United  Stotee  ahall,  from  time  to  time,  diieel, , 
aadwboaedutie*,  powers,  obligations,  respnnritailitlea,  aed 
compensation  ahall  be  tbe  aame  aa  those  of  tbe  snrveytv 
general  of  Wiaconaln  and  Iowa,  and  who  liball  be  alhiwed 
tbe  aamesmoont  for  olBce  rant,  fuel,  incidental  eipensa*. 
and  clerk  hire,  aa  ia  allowed  lo  aaid  aurveyur  general  of 
Wiaconaln  and  Iowa. 

^KC.—.JIni  be  U  further  enadej.  That  aaid  »«rveyor 
general  shall  cause  Ihe  necessary  surveys  lo  be  made  in 
aaid  Territories,  of  standkid  meridian,  boan,  and  paiaHal 
liaea,  sod  of  uwuship  and  aubdiviaion  linea,  under  such 
rulea  and  regulations  as  shall  be  preaerlbed  by  Ibe  Coumia- 
aloner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office. 

Sic.  —  And  he  it  fmrther  etuUtH,  Tbsl  all  Hie  landa  to 
which  the  Indies  title  baa  been,  or  ahall  be  exUngeiahed, 
within  said  Territoriea  of  Nebraaka  and  Ksnaea,  abali  be 
aul^ecl  to  Ihe  operation  of  the  preKmpdoa  aeu  of  4ib  Sep- 
tember, 1841,  and  under  the  eobditiona,  reaervslianajUd 
allpalaiioa*  therein  mentioned :  l>r»eM«ii,  kowtmer,  ThaS 
where  uneurveyed  land*  are  claimed  by  andmpiioB,  ae- 
tlce  of  the  apecifle  (hou  claimed  ahall  he  Sled  wiihia  (hioa 
months  after  the  aurvey  ha*  been  mode  In  Ibe  field ;  asd 
on  Ikilure  to  Die  each  notice,  orto  payforlhetmctaelaioied 
before  tbe  day  flzed  for  the  public  aale  of  Ihe  land*  by  the 
prodamaiion  of  tbe  PreaidenI  of  the  Unind  Staiea,  tba 
partiaa  clalmlni  aueb  lands  shall  forfeit  all  light  Ibarelo: 
Provided,  Said  notice  may  be  filed  with  the  aiuveyor  gea- 
eral,  and  lo  be  noted  by  him  on  the  townahipVsia,  andl 
other  siranceoMau  ahall  iiave  been  made  by  law  for  Uiat 
puqiose. 

Sso.  — .  AndU  It  fwrtktremaelal.  That  tbe  pablic  landa 
In  tbe  Territory  of  Nebraaka,  to  which  the  Indian  title  abati 
have  been  extiagnlahed,  abali  conatliut*  a  new  land  dlnrlci, 
lobecanedibeOaiabadiairieti  and  ibaruUie  leads  !■*• 
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TwriUHy  of  KsMW,  to  wUeb  Dm  Indtaa  (M««lwll  have 
beco  eiUnf  aiabed,  uitll  eoauitnta  ■  new  land  dlMricI,  to 
be  cslled  (be  Pewiiee  diatrict :  Itae  office!  for  each  of  which 
dieiriclii  (ball  be  eetabliihed  at  eucb  pnlnta  atlbe  rcesident 
may  deem  expedient ;  and  he  l«  hereby  aniboriaed  to  ap- 
poiat,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  content  of  the  Senate,  a 
resiMer  aod  a  rfceivur  of  public  moneys  for  eacb  of  laid 
diatrictfl,  who  shall  be  required  lo  reside  at  the  site  of  their 
feepscUve  offices;  and  they  shall  hare  the  same  powers, 
frttttm  lb*  aame  dntiae,  and  NBBiiUed  lo  ibe  aame  ean>- 
pmaaiion,  m  are  or  may  be  praecribed  by  law  in  relation  to 
other  land  officers  of  the  United  Siaiee;  and  Ibe  PreeidenI 
la  hereby  authoriied  to  cause  the  surveyed  lands  to  be  ex- 
poeed  for  sale  from  tine  to  dme,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
upon  the  aame  teem*  and  condiliona,  a*  (be  other  public 
landa  of  the  Uaiied  Slatea. 

Mr.  JONGS,  Of  TennesMe.  That,  air,  is  a  new 
bill  of  iiaclf.  It  isreatea  several  offices,  and  pro- 
vides fo.r  the  survey  of  lands  in  a  very  extensive 
region  of  country.  .Ithas  never  been  printed;  and 
this  is  the  first  time  that  it  has  been  presented  to 
the  House.  In  order  that  we  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it,  and  to  propose  amendments> 
if  any  ahpuld  be  desirable,  I  nuiveto  recommit  the. 
bill,  with  the  proposed  ameBdmeat,.to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  oo  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  DISNBT.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  withdraw  the  motion  he  has  just 
made.  To  eangr  out  tbia  system  of  survey,  it 
will  require  an  expenditure  .of  money;  and  in  oiv 
der  to  make  that  appropriation,  a  dause  must  be 
inserted  in  tke  civil  and  dijrfaiaatio  bill.  Conse- 
quently, this  bill  ought  to  pass  in  advance  of  that 
bill,  a*  I  stated  yes^rday. 

Pass  this  bill  iiov,anil  the  Comniittec  on  Pub- 
lic Lamia  will  then  be  prepared,  when  the  civil 
and  diplomatio  bill  comes  up,  to  offer  an  ainendr 
went  to  appropriate  the  sum  naceaaary.  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  thia  bill  in  regard  to  extcno- 
ing  these  surveys. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johbs,] 
and  the  House  genoaUy,  #ell  understand  that  the 
Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  must  remain 
«  sealed  book,  practically,  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  all  this  eommoiioa  about  the 
«i;ganization  of  those  Territories  will  exist,  in 
point  of  fact,  upon  paper  only,  unless  you  pass 
this  pn>vision,  which  is  now  bsfora  the  House. 
These  provisions  are  necesaary,  in  Older  to  open 
up  Ibe  country  to  emigration. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  feels  compelled 
to  remind  the  gentleman  that,  if  debate  aripss,  the 
bill  goes  over. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  am  aware  of  that,  and  I  do 
not  desire  to  debate  the  proposition,  but  only  to 
make  the  reaaarks  I  have,  to  oaH  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  of  the  importance  of  passing 
this  bill  before  thecivUand  diplomatic  bill  is  dis- 
posed of. 

In  regard  to  the  amendments  to  vhieh  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jonbs]  referrra,  I 
say  that  there  is  not  a  provision  in  those  amende- 
ments  except  such  as  are  already  existing  upon 
the  statute-book  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands — not  a  word. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  There  is  one,  at 
least. 

Mr.  HBNN.  I  desire  to  make  a  single  state- 
v  C""'  *"  i^'ply  ^  ^'  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee. 
This  bill  was  reported  in  lieu  of  two  bills  whick 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
It  was  framed  after  consultation  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office.  They  have 
adopted  this  plan  in  order  to  have  it  disposed  of 
before  the  passage  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
that  the  proper  appropriation  may  be  inserted  in 
thatbUl. 

Mr.  JONEIS.    I  do  not  doubt  the  correctness 
of  the  gentleman's  statement;  but  I  wish  to  have 
the  amendment  printed,  in  order  that  we  may 
y  examine  it,  and  ascertain  what  its  provisions  are. 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  wiae  for  us,  in  all  cases, 
to  vote  for  laws  similar  to  those  now  upon  the 
•tatote-book.  There  is  one  provision  which  struck 
my  ear  whilst  the  bill  was  being  read,  which  I 
should  be  very  mueh  pleased  io  liAve  altered, not- 
withstanding  there  are  similar  provisions  upon 
our  statute-books  in  reference  to  the  other  Terri- 
tories. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  see  that  portion  of  our 
.  general  laws  in  reference  to  the  public  lands,  which 
require*  them  to  be  put  up  at  public  sale,  to  the 
higheat  bidder,  stricken  out.  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  a  provision  adopted  by  which  the  public  lands, 
when  surveyed,  ai)4  brought  into  market,  should 
be  m»bi*et  to  entry  by  ■«Mal  settlms  in  limited 


parcel*,  by  aotoal  ealtivmtoia,  aad  ^na  other  per- 
sons. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  muat  again  an- 
nounce to  the  genileman  from  Tennessee,  that  if 
discussion  arises,  the  bill  must  go  over. 

Mr.  OlSNEY.  1  desire  to  iMke  a  single  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  de- 
bate the  bill. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  will  not  debate  the  bill.  I 
wiah  to  state  a  solitary  fact,  and  will  not  say  one 
word  by  way  of  argument.  I  wish  to  say  that 
this  amendment  contains  nothing  but  these  pro- 
visions: 

First,  that  the  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Ne^ 
braska  and  Kansas  shall  be  surveyed; 

Second,  that  the  office  of  surveyor  general  in 
those  Territories  shall  be  createdi  and  tbe  officers 
appointed; 

Third,  that  the  arrangements  fbr  the  disposal 
of  the  public,  lends  in  the  said  Territories  shall 
conform  to  existing  laws;  and  . 

Fourth,  that  a  land  office  shall  be  created. 

These  provisions  are  all  the  amendment  con- 
tains. 

The.question  now  being  upon  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  was  put;  and  ths  ino- 
tion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  demand  the 
previous  question  on  the  paseage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  seconding  the 
demand. 

Tellera  were  ordered;  and  Measra.  CoRwmand 
Vail  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayea  94,  noes  37. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  rea4 
a  third  time,  and  passed^ 

Mr.  HBNN.  I  move  to  amend  the  title  by 
adding  the  words  "  Kansas  and  Nebraska." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  tlie  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lav  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  that  the  House  re- 
solve iteelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER,  h  was  the  anaoimous  un- 
derstanding of  the  House,  and,  therefore,  tanta- 
mount to  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  that  the  ter- 
ritorial business  reported  firom  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stete  of  the  Union  that  did 
not  give  rise  to  debate  should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

8URVET0R  GENERAL  OF  OREGON. 

The  bill  next  in  order  was  House  bill  (No.  316) 
"  to  amend  the  act  approved  September  27, 18S2, 
to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Oregon,  &c.,  and  also  the  act  amend- 
atory to.  the  ac^  amendatory  thereof,  approved 
February  19,  l853,"  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  tbe  steteof  the  Union,  with  two 
amendments. 

The  firat  amendment  was  as  follows: 

At  the  end  of  the  third  tection  add  the  following  pro- 
viao:  • 

PnvUti,  That  no  sole  ahall  be  deemed  valid,  nnleaa  Ibe 
vendor  abail  have  reaMed  fbnr  yean  opon  the  nod. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  second  amendment  was  as  follows: 

In  aeclion  four  atrike  out  the  word  "  granted,"  sod  .in- 
sert In  lien  thereof  Ibe  word  "reaerved:"  and  alrikebul 
tbe  worda  "  and  applied  to,"  and  Insert  in  lieo  thereof  tbe 
word  "fbr;" 

Bo  aa  M  malts  Uread : 

That  in  lieu  of  two  towosbtps  of  land  reserved  to  Ihe 
Territory  of  Oregon  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  oflSSO 
Ibr  universities,  there  shall  be  granted  lo  each  of  the  Terri- 
tories of  Waaiiington  and  Oregon  two  townablps  of  lapd, 
of  thifty  alx  aeeilona  each,  to  be  selected  in  legal  anbdi- 
vialona  for  aniveraity  pnrpoaee,  nnder  tbe  direeUon  of  tbe 
Leglalaturea  of  tbe  aaid  Territoriea  reapectively. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tiie  bill  waa  then  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  waa  read 
Ui«.  third  time,  and  passed. 


BURVXrOK  OIBSaAI.  or  UTAHi 

The  following  bill  was  reported  by  the  CoiBr 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Uaion, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass: 

A  bill  to  establiah  the  office  of  surveyor  gen^ 
eral  in  Uteh,'%nd  to  grant  donations  to  actual  set- 
tiers  therein,  and  for  other  purpose*. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  deeira  to  make  a  atatement 
of  facta  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasurs  of  the 
House  that  the  gentlemaii  from  Ohio  [Mr.^  Dis> 
metI  be  allowed. tofliakeaataiemcnttotheHotiao. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  desire,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Landa,  to  offer  some  amendments 
to  this  bill,  which  are  precisely  the  same  as  thoss 
which  have  bsen  adoMed  to  toe  bill  that  has  just 
paased  the  House.  The  Hoqse  will  see  the  im- 
portimce  of  passing  on  so  much  of  this  bill  as  pro- 
vides for  the  survey  of  lands  in  the  Territory. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gendeman  from 
Ohio  send  up  his  amendmenu,  that  they  may  be 
read? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  They  are  in  the  precise  terms 
of  those  adopted  to  the  .bill  which  has  just  passed 
the  House. 

Mr.  W  ALLEY.  I  object  to  the  bill,  and  pro- 
pose  to  debate  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then,  according  to  the  order 
of  the  House,  the  bill  must  go  over. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  desire  simply  to  submit  to 
the  House  the  reasons  which  induce  the  commit- 
tee to  endeavor  to  have  these  amendmenu  adopted 
by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Wallat]  objecte  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  proposes  to  debate  it.  That 
being  the  case,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair,  under 
the  order  of  the  House,  to  pass  the  bill  over. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  There  is  one  provision  in  the 
bill  to  which  I  object;  and  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  will  consent  to  have  that  provioioa  stricken 
out,  and  it  the  House  consent  to  it,  I  will  witbr 
draw  HIT  obj^on.    « 

Mr.  DIShETY.  What  provision  does  tbe  gen- 
tleman fVom  Massachusetts  refer  to  ? 

Mr.  WALLEY.  To  the  provision  with  regard 
to  polygamy. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  would  state  to  the  House  the 
necessity  that  there  is  for  the  House  to  pass  thia 
bill  in  advance  of  the  civil  -and  diplomatio  bill,  in 
order  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  in  tha^t 
bill  for  paying  the  expenses  of  tbe  survey  of  this 
Territorjr;  and  hence  the  postponement  of  the  bill 
at  this  time  is  equivalent  to  ite  defeat.  Welu 
now,  the  House  has  got  into  this  condition  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  that  if  they  will  not  permit 
me  to  make  an  argument  or  explanation  on  the 
aubject,  but  pass  over  the  bill,  that  action  iovolvea 
the  destruction  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  be  compelled 
to  pass  the  bill  over,  being  objected  to,  unless 
nnder  tbe  operation  of  the  previous  question,  if 
the  House  ebould  choose  to  vow  that  way. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  MnssachoselU  to  withdraw  - 
his  objection  to  the  bill,  simply  for  tbe  reason  that 
there  is  actually  no  difference  between  it  and  other 
similar  territorial  bills.  We  oi^ht  not  ccrteihly 
to  abandon  the  public  lagd*  which  bave  been  in- 
trusted to  our  chaive;  and  the  great  object  sought 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
is  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  snrveyor 
general  of  Utah. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  I  will  withdraw  my  objection 
if  the  provision  aa  lo  polygamy  be  stricken  oitt 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  find  that  there  is  a  wrong  ink- 
pression  on  the  minds  of  membera  in  reference  to. 
this  matter;  the  question  of  polygamy  baa  no  cour 
nection  whatever  with  this  bill.  I  have  alrsad;;^ 
slated  to  the  Hooae  thattbe  Committee  en  Public 
Landa  bave  cautiously  avoided  all  partieipatioo  in^ 
eroonnection  with, this queation.  NordoestbebilU 
in  my  judgment,  at  all  affitd,  ia  one  way  or  othar» 
this  institntion  of  Mormoiiism.  If  gentlemen 
object  to  granting  donations  of  land  to  aettlera  ■» 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  let  them  make  a  propoai- 
tion  to  strike  out  that  part  of  tbe  bill,  and  I  shal) 
not  oppose  it.  But  I  appeal  to  the  House  to  paas 
so  much  of  the  bill,  at  oil  events,  as  provides  for 
Ibe  survey  of  tbe  lands  of  tbe  Territory  of  Utah. 

Mr.  WALLEY.  elf  tbe  gendeman  from  Ohio 
agree  to  strikb  out  tha  fiirtfpontioa  ahbut  potyit- 
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aiDT,  I  tnU  m«k«  no  objection  to  the  eonsidention 
of  the  bill  at  Aia  lim*. 

Mr.  COBB,  ir  the  eenileman  from  Masmoha- 
ae|M  will  allow  me,  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  ahow 
Imv  we  majr  g«t  on  with  the  bill.  The  bill,  ae 
nfortai  ftotn  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa, 
makea  an  ezeeptwn  to  this  Mormon  inatitalion  of 
pdypMyi  tiM,  ia,  h  ezcepw  thoee  who  are  hua- 
banda  of  more  than  one  wife  from  a  partieipatioB 
in  the  benefita  of  the  public  lanifa.  If  we  deaire 
to  paas  the  bill  with  ihie  exception  in  it,  all  that 
we  have  ((oi  to  do  ia  to  d  leasee  t^  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  en  the  state 
of  the  Union  rejecting  the  t>tll,  and  then,  when 
the  biU  oomea  op  for  conetderMion,  we  can  vote 
for  ita  adoption,  if  we  are  ao  inelined. 

A  Membbr.  What  ia  the  exception  in  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  COBB.  The  exception  ia  that  a  man 
having  more  than  onk  wife  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
a  grant  of  land  as  donated  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  What  is  the 
question  now  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER,  it  is  upon  a  bUI,  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  theatate  of 
(he  Union,  with  a  rceommendation  that  it  do  not 
pasa.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnct] 
submita  a  seriea  of  amendments  which  have  not 
been  read.  He  states,  how.ever,  that  they  are  pre- 
eiael]F  such  ea  were  attached  to,  and  passed  with 
the  bill,  in  reference  to  New  Mexico,  this  mom- 
Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  the  first  question  is 
Bpon  agreeing. 

TheSPEAKER.  If  it  iaiosiated  upon,  the  first 
Tote  most  be  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee,  that  the  bill  do  not  peas. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  1  submit  that  whether  the 
bill  be  passed  or  not,  we  ought  to  act  upon  it 
before  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill; 
and  I  ask  the  Hoaae  to  take  the  question  without 
debate. 

Mr.  COBB .  I  object  to  tlie  coiuideretion  of  the' 
bill.  ■* 

The  SPEAKER.  BotlTtipon  the  rightand  left 
gentlemen  object  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  the  Chair  must  pass  it  over. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  Chair  if  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
pass  upon  the  recommendation  of  4he  committee, 
whether  objection  ia  made  or  n.ot? 

Vlie  SPEAKER.  Objection  ia  made  upon  the 
right  and  left,  and 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  But,  notwithstanding,  is  it 
not  the  right  of  the  Hoase  to  pass  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has,  for  half  an 
liour,  endeavored  to  bring  the  House  to  action 
without  debate;  but  he  has  indulged  gentlemen  in 
their  disposiuon  to  debate,  beyond  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  the  understanding  this  morning. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  call  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  prppoae  to  debate  thabill;  but 
elill.if  the  Hoiiae  wtll  take  it  in  the  shape  in 
whii^h  it  come  from  the  committee,  1  haive  no 
objection. 

TheSPEAKER.  The  question  arises  whether 
the  sentleman  has  the  |oor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  C0BB.  I  raised  my  objection  some  time 
,ago,  and  before  the  previous  question  was  called. 

The  SPEAKER.  If,  then,  the  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  debate  the  proposition,  the  bill  must  go 
over. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  suggeat  to  the 
House,  that  they  should  vote,  down  llic  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  {he  gentlenao  &om 
Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  rises  in  his  place,  and  says 
he  has  ol^ections  to  the  bill,  and  proposw  to  debate 
it,  if  acted  upon  at  all. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  waa  about  to  make  this  sog- 
gcation,  that 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  PennaWvaaia.  I  submit 
that  the  gemlaman  from  Ohio  la  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  am  not  aware  that  1  am  out 
ofojjler. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Cbair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman is  debating  the  proposition. 

Mr.  DISNEY,    i  do  not  offtr  any  afgaraeot. 

TheSPEAKER.  Thegendemanft-offl  Alabama 
[Mr.  Cobb]  proposes  to  debate  the  bUI,  and  the 
WW  mast  go  over;  and  theChair  further  decides 
HHUliiabiUhaagoaeovw.    [Laugiitar.] 


PRE-EMPTION  LAWS  IN  MtNNBBOTA. 

The  bill  next  in  order  was  House  bill  (No.  335,) 
"  to  extend  the  right  of  preemption  over  the  unsur- 
veyed  lands  in  Minnesota,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  RICE      I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  bill  was  read  in  txknto  by  the  Clerk. 

It  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime;  and  having  been  engrossed ,  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  thiril  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WASHBURN E,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  alao  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LANDS  OF  THE  SIOUX  INDIANS. 

A  bill  (H.  R.No.  338)  to  authorize  Iha  Pre«- 
dent  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  tract  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota  belonging  to  the  half- 
breada  or  mixed  bloods  of  the  Dacotah  or  Sioux 
nation  of  Iqdians,  and  for  other  purposes,  coming 
up  next  in  ordar,  was  read  in  txUtuo  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  RICE,  i  move  the  previous  question  upon 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engroasad,  was 
reail  the  third  time,  and  pantd. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
MILITART  ROAD ROGUE  RITXR  WAR. 

Bills  of  the  following  titles,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
without  amendment,  were  next  read,  severally 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time; 
and  being  engrossed,  were  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed: 

H.  R.  No.  119.  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
tinuation of.a  military  road  from  Myrtle  Creek 
to  Scottaburg,  in  Oregon;  and 

H.  R.  No.  339.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  settle  and  adjust  the  expena*  of 
the  Rogue  river  war. 

JHIUTART  KOAD  IN  tJTAH. 

The  bill  next  in  order  waa  House  bill  (No.  340) 
"  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  military  load 
in  the  Territory  of  Utah." 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  JON  ES,  of  Tennessee.  We  do  not  know 
what  kind  of  a  road  this  ia  to  be— whetlier  a  turn- 
pike or  railroad. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  It  is  to  be  a  military  rood. 

Mr.  JONES,  Yea, sir, a  "military  road."  1 
move  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  1  hope  that  motion  may 
notprevail.    The  road  is  very  much  needed. 

The  question  was  taken, and  the  House  refused 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table;  there  being,  on  a 
division — ayes  24,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  McMULLIN  (unanimoira  consent  being 
given)  said:  I  would  like  very  well  to  have  some 
explanation  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  IlUnois.  I  demand 
theprevious  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  the  floor  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  understand  from  the  Del- 
egate from  Utah^that  it  is  a  wagon  road.  I  am 
it9t  disposed  to  make  opposition;  but  it  aeems  to 
me  that  we  ought  not  to  pass  a  bill  in  this  way, 
without  any  kind  of  explanation. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  lime;  and  having  bean  engrossed,  it 
was  read  ttre  Ihilii  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tannesaee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  uponihe  paasage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  oKdered. 

The  question  waa  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  83,  nays  55;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meears.  AberciomUe,  Aiken,  James  O.  Allen, 
WUIIsAilen,DavMJ.Bsilr,  Ball,  Banks,  Beieber,  BeH, 
Beiaon,  Benton,  Breektsridge,  Bon,  Oampbell,  Obamlxr 
lain,  ChoMain,  Clark,  Clintman,  Oorwin,  Crocker,  Gurtia, 
John  O.  Davii,  Dawmn,  Dianey.Donhar,  Eddy,  Ednuuidn, 
Tbonun  D^^iot,  Elherldn*,  EVerhan,  Bwtni,  Florenee- 
Ooodrteb,  Aarea  Harlaa,  Aodnwi.  Hsrlaa,  Wiley  P.  Bar, 
rl<,Huriw>n,  Haveo,  Hendricki,  Henn,  Hill,  Howe,  H  ughea, 
Hunt,  IneerMll,  Lamb,  Latham,  Llndley,  Liodsley,  Mc- 
Dougall,  Macy,  Maxwell,  MayatI,  Hlddleswsnh,  John  Q. 


Miller,  flartlh  MBIer,  maiela,  Henleeil  OHVer,  Parker, 
Preotoo,  Ready,  Rccm,  David  Kiirhie,  ttuMdna,  SsImii, 
Shower,  Skelton,  Genii  Bmiib,  Oenree  W.  Ssiytta,  Fred- 
erick P.  Stanton,  Rictiard  H.  Snmlon,  AlnxaRder  H.  8<s- 
phena,  H«rtor  L.  Bkotm,  JotiR  I..  Tiayior,  Nalbaiml  O, 
Taylor,  Tknnton,  Upbaai,  Vail,  Walker,  Waltoy,  EIHka 
B.  Wanhimme,  i««ei  Waahbain,  and  Weatlirook— 83. 

NAYS— Measra.  Bocock,  Boyce,  Bridan,  CarprnMr, 
Caakie,  Chilaman,  taiBrehwell.  0«6b,  ttk-k,  Vowdeil, 
Dunham,  Edmumhon,  MMi  M.  EHion,  Ellian*,  rtanlet, 
Ctoode,  Greenwood,  HaiMtioa,  HsaUnn,  Hillysar,  lle»e 
lon.Joknaon,  Daniel  T.Jonea,Oeorgevv.  Jai>es,J  Clann 
Jimrt,  Kidwelt;  Knox,  Kona,  Lilly,  MeCuMoch,  McMol- 
Hn,  Maoi,  Millaon,  Mnwan,  Money,  Oir,  Peek,  Pcnoina- 
len,  Blaliap  Perkina,  Plielps,  Powell,  Pratt,  TtioaMB 
Rilchey,  Rngeri,  Buffln,  Ruaaell,  Sage,  Oawaul,  Bbaw, 
Samurl  A-  Smith,  John  J.  Teylur,  Ttadt,  Tiottt,  Wine, 
and  Daniel  B.  Wrighi-^S5. 

So  the  bill  waa  posaed. 

INDIAN  M08T1LITIU  W  UTAH. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  for  consideration 
was  "  A  bill  to  reAind  to  the  Territory  of  Utah 
the  expenses  incurred  by  said  Territory  in  sup- 
pressing  Indian  hoitilitids. "  * 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime;  and  having  been  engrossed,  it'  waa 
subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SURVEYOR  GENERAL  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

The  SPE^AKBR.  The  buainaoa  next  in  ordar 
hi  Senate  bill  No.  330,  being  "  An  act  M  aatobfiah 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  in  New  Mexieo,  ta 
grant  donations  to  aotoal  settlers  therein,  oNd  far 
other  pwposaa." 

Mr.  HENN.  I  presume  it  is  mmcceaoary  to 
take  any  aotioa  upon  this  biU,as  we  haw  alswHty 
passed  a  bill  of  a  similar  character.  1  asova  that 
It  be' laid  upon  the  table. 

The  moiwn  waaagraad  to. 

CIVIL  OPnCEKS — MILITARY  GOTEBMMENT 
or  NEW  MEXICO. 

The  bUI  next  in  orJtt  waa  Honae  biHfNo.  SN) 
"  for  the  payment  of  the  civil  ofiioerBentpioyc^B 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  while  under  mili- 
tary gOTcraaMnt;V  which  was  reported  by  ifc* 
Committee  of  Iks  Whole  on'the  Btnu  ofth*  Ifmkm, 
with  amandmenta. 

The  first  amendnicDt  waa  then  read,  as  foHowst 

At  th*  awt  of  tiw  flitt  scctioniadd  A»  foUoving 
proviao: 

PrenUad,  That  under  die  yravlaiona  oTtUa  act  ao  ean- 

Piaaatfoa.aliall  be  wade  w  onjr  ofleeis  of  itae  AiBpaT  dM 
niied  States,  fordiachaixinf  ihedaUeaofaair  dvUofloeia 
the  TeiTUoi;y  of  New  Mexieo. 

The  amendment  was  agraed  to. 

Tha  BSDond  aiBandiiMDt  was  to  atiiko  out  &s 
following  sscaom 

Sac.  9.  .anittUfiKffktrtnMtei,  Tbaf  die  Secretary  of 
War  be,  and  be  ia  lieraby,  aalbocUed  to  pay  to  nacii  acnt 
aanaybe  aspolatad  M>  reeeiaa  Um  asaw  en  kebalfarilM 
Tertiiory  or  Nnw  l|le<leo,  the  aum  of  SUMS  64,  dM 
tunount  advanced  from  the  treasury  of  aald  Territory  ia 
part  payment  of  tb«  adlariea  of  the  civil  offloeia  aforaaaid. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engroaaed,  ft 
waa  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
UTAH  BILL  AOAIN. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  dialifce  the  one-man  power.  I 
have  been  always  opposed  to  it.  And  aa  I  bate 
had  the  power,  perhaps,  to  impede  or  stop  the 
progress  of  legislation  on  a  certain  bill  hert— f 
mean  the  bill  which  proposes  to  giant  land  and 
establish  the  office  Of  surveyor  general  for  dn 
Territory  of  Utah — I  desire  now  to  correct  what 
I  have  done  in  that  regard.  By  ray  oiigeetion  to 
the  consideration  of  that  bill,  I  have,  perhapo, 
defeated  it;  and  I  propose  now  to  withdrew  my  ob- 
jection, provided  1  can  do  so.  "The  bill,  I  benere, 
as  amended,  provides  that  the  IteneCte  of  the  act 
^all  not  extend  to  any  person  who  shall  'now,  or 
at  any  time  hereafter,  be  the  husband  of  more 
than  one  wife.  Now,  as  I  am  desirous  that  the 
majority  shall  always  govern,  I  am  willing  to 
withdraw  my  otjjeetion,  provided  the  House  wffl 
take  a  vote  on  concurring  in  the  reconimendation 
of  the  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  which  is  adverse  to  the  bill,  lliat 
being  done,  then  let  some  gentleman  make  a  no- 
tion to  strike  out  that  provision.  Iftt  be  the  de- 
sire of  the  majority  of  the  House  to  strikeout  ih» 
objectionable  provision,  why,  then  we  ought  to 
yield  to  the  majority.    That  Is  my  opinion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then,  if  there  be  no  ottjee- 
tion,  the  vote  will  be  first  taken  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Wholeon  Iha  itoloior  cko 
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Vtim;  wbMi  is,  tkat  ttut  bin  rcfcmd  to  b«  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  MtLLSON.  I  rim  to  a  point  of  ordfir;  and 
I  premise  by  sariDf:,  that  it  is  not  ae  to  thii  par- 
tiealar  eaan  nose  the  point;  but  it  it  a  qcMetton 
trliieh  flrequently  comee  up,  and  ought  to  be  d^- 
nitely  leiued.  When  a  bill  is  preeented  to  the 
HoQse,  and  objection  is  mwUrta  its  coaaidenUioD , 
and  when  the  House  passes  flrom  the  considera- 
tion of  such  bill  becatue  of  the  objeotion,  it  is  not 
tsoiUpetent,  I  contend,  at  a  subsequent  period,  for 
thegentlemao  making  the  objection  to  withdrawit. 

"n*  IKPEAKER.  The  Chair  at  once  eomnrs- 
hsnds  the  force  of  the  (peatleman's  point  of  eider. 
The  gentleman  is  certainly  correct  with  rscard  to 
the  rule.  A  bill  so  objected  to,  and  passed  orer, 
eannot  be  einisidered,  except  by  the  unanimons 
eonssnt  of  the  House.  Hence,  the  Chair,  in  put- 
ting ttie  qjiestion,  used  the  woida  <■  if  there  be  no 
objection;"  by  which  he  anantttwt  it  required  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  That  is,  so  far  as  the  bill  ia 
eoaeerned.  But  my  point  sroes  a  little  further. 
What  1  contend  foris  this:  There  may  betwenty 
Mndemen  in  the  House  intending  to  object  to  a 
biU,  and  wiisn  one  of' them  objeeis,  the  rot  may 
taave  the  HeiMC,  assured  that  the  question  cairoot 
corns  up  again,  and  may  be  absent  at  the  time  the 
first  objector  withdraws  his  obtoction. 

The  WEAKER.  The  Chair  thinlte  that  fkct 
ieltB  net  affect  the  principle;  for  it  is  oonipetent 
for  the  House  to  set  aside  its  rules  by'unaaimous 
consent.  Henee,  in  this  case,  the  Chair  decides 
that  ifit  is  the  unanimous  pleasure  of  the  House, 
the  bill  may  be  taken  up;  and  itt-tbatease  the  first 
Vote  will  be  upon  tlie  report  of  the  Ceimnittee  of 
the  Whole. 

Kfr.  DISIfEY.  My  desire  is  to  avoid  all  diffi- 
culty. 1  anticipated  the  objeetion,  and  I  eoneur 
in  the  riaw  presented  by  my  eoHeagne  upon  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  (Mr.  Ceas.]  B«t 
there  is  a  diAealtjr  yet  in  tlw  way  wtuehl  desire 
to  get  rid  «r.  Iffhis  MII'SheaM  be  taken  up,  under 
the  arrangement'made  bytheH»nse>htsmomntg, 
unddebaiftshouM arise, itmustgoover.'  Thebrtt 
is  tipon  the  Bpsaker'sIaUei andOMmare'bat a ttm 
bills  ahead  of  it.  In  order  to  aceoraptish  th«eb- 
ieci  I  )ta*e  in  view,  and  ttie  common  object  of  all, 
1  move  that  the  House  pt<oescd  to  the  business 
tipon  the  Speaker's  taUe.  That  Will  bring  up  die 
ttmtter. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
tite  gentleman,  the  Chair  states  that  it  is  the  doty 
of  the  Chair,  no  rtotien  being  made,  to  go  to  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  dispose  of  the  private  bills 
upon  it,  this  "being  private  biU  day.  It  is  the  reg^ 
ular  order  of  business.  '- 

Mr.  WA8HBURNE,  of  IIHAoia.  V*  there 
net  some  other  territorial  bills  to  be  acted  upon  i 

The  SPEAKER.    There  are  not. 

Mr.  W  ASHBVRNE.  I  undtratand  (hat  at  the 
last  tints  the  House  had  under  consideration  ter- 
ritorial business,  there  was  a  bill  reported  making 
a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  tlie  eonstruetion  of  a 
ranroad  in  one  of  At  Territories. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  not  repoMed  ft«m  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  at  ati. 

Mr.  WA8HBURNE.     There  certainly  was 
'f^    such  a  bill  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  such  a  bin  upon 
the  Speaker's  table;  but  it  belongs  to  the  morning 
liour.  It  is  not  a  private  bill,  however,  and  would 
not  come  up  daring  the  morning  hour  to-day,  tliis 
being  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  make  (he  motion  ihat  the 
House  proceed  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  necessary  to  make 
the  motion,  as  that  Is  the  business  before  the 
body. 

9BNATE  BIUS. 

!%•  fStHotring  Senate  bills  wsre  than  taktn  from 
the  8pMiker\i  table,  isad  a  first  and  'aaeond  -time 
-by  their  raspsctive-  titles,  ami  referred  as  indioatsd 
balow: 

S.  B.  No.  400.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Oner.  Rsiinrred  to  the  Committse  on  Foreign 
Aifiurs. 

8.  R.  No.  19.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca 
3.  BirdsaH.  Referred  to  the  CoiMnitteeihc  on 
9Mt  Office  and  Poht  Reads. 

S.  R.  No.  17.  A  resolution  giving  the  consent 
pf  CDaigMM  to  tha  laasption,  by  £ieutsnantM. 


F.  Maury,  of  the  Navy,  of  a  gold  medal  from  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden. 

Mr.  OtlR.  1  ask  that  tlie  last  reported  resolu- 
tion may  be  pot  upon  its  passage. 

The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  SKBLTON.  I  dssiie  to  in<|aife  of  those 
better  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress than  1  am,  whether  this  resoluuon  is  not  in 
contravention  of  the  Conatitution  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  ORR.  It  is  to  remedy  that  very  difficulty 
that  the  resolution  is  introduced.  He  cannot 
accept  the  medal  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SKBLTON.  Can  the  majority  of  this 
Hottss,  or  of  Congress,  authorize,  an  act  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  8tate8.> 

The  SPEAKER.  The  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution is,  if  the  Chair  may  be  permitted  to  state 
it,  "without  the  consent  of  Congress."  It  is 
therefore  competent  for  Congress  to  give  their 
consent.    There  can  be  no  doubt  of  that  fact. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  hope  the  risolntion  will  be 
passed  without  further  objection. 

The  resolution  wius  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  move  that  the  rules  bs 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  Of 
considering  biHs  upon  the  Private  Calendar. 

WITHPRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  ask  the  eonssnt  of  the  House 
to  withdraw  from  its  filss  the  papers  in  tiis  case 
of  Mary  R.  Adrian. 

Severn!  Mcmbcrs.    For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  LILLY.  If  the  Houss  will  permit  roe,  I 
will  state  the  reason.  The  papera  were  presented 
here  for  theporpose  of  perfecting  the  proof  in  the 
case.  The  application  for  relief,  however,  has 
been  rejected  by  the  committee  to  wiiieh  it  was 
referred.  Tlie  {ipplicants  do  not,  so  far  as  I  am 
a«rars,  intend  to  renew  the  claim;  but  thesepapers 
are  vaiaable  family  relics,  and  it  is  for  that  reason 
that  they  wiah  to  nave  them  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tenneasee.  I  think  cc^ies  had 
better  be  left  with  the  House. 

Mr.  LILLY.    Certainly,  that  will  be  done. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  granted  for 
Uie  withdrawal  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  like  to  inquire  what  is 
the  next  bill  in  order  upon  the  Speaker's  table  r 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  Senate  amendment 
to  the  resohition  for  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  hope  that  reaolatton  will  bs 
taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  ia  pending  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whi^  House,  which 
must  bs  first  disposed  of. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hen- 
caioKa's  motion;  and  it  waa  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  ofTennessee.  I  think  this  House 
has  done  as  much  business  as  can  be  profitably 
performed  to-day,  and  1  move  that  the  House  de 
now  aatjoum. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  move  that  the  House 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
le  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  drder, 
from  the  fact  that  the  morning  hour  has  not  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  insist  that  the  morning 
hour  shall  now  commence. 

WEEKLT  MAILS  TO  THK  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  considention  of  a  bill 
of  the  followiog  title  is  the  first  business  in  order 
during  the  morning  hour,  which  haa  now  com- 
mencad: 

H .  R.  No.  333.  A  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail 
scrvios  bstwasn  the  AtlantiO'States  and  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Is  it  m  order  to  mou  that 
the  House  Bowjproeced  to  the  eoosidsratioa  of  the 
business  luon  Uis  Spsoker^  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ia  not,  and  h  will  not  be 
in  order  until  the  morning  hour  baa  expired. 

The  bill  was  then  read  tfarengh. 

Mr.  MeDOUQALL.  It  wSl  be  remembered 
by  the  House,  itiat  some  six  week*  ago  the  gentle- 
SBon  firem  Tennessee  [Mr.  Cbiwobwbi,i,]  brought 
forwards  proposition  for  weekly  snail  service  to 
California.  Atthattimeitscemed  to  be  the  almost 
uoanimoiw  wish,  sf  aembcss  to  aseara  that  weekly 


iB#  ssrvies  u»  tbs  Pacific  comK,  whioli  so  much 
needed  it.  No  obiection  waa  made,  except  to  the 
terras  of  the  gcnMeman's  bill.  After  dieeussion 
on  the  measure,  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roods  took  ttie  subject  under  considera- 
tion. They  prepared  a  bill— the  one  now  before 
IM — to  m<et  (lie  express  views  of  the  body,  which 
they  nnanimouoly  directed  me  to  report. 

I  wiU  state  that  the  Postanaster  0eneral,  in  his 
annual  report,  said  that  this  service  was  required. 
Uis  known, and  it  is  unneosssary  to  tlsbate  the 
quewon,  that  tlie  pressat  mail  aerviee  to  Caiifoi- 
niajs  inadequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  country. 
Between  the  Atlantic  citiaa  we  hava  a  daily  mail 
service;  between  the  Pacific  and  thoae cities  th we 
is  only  a  trirntonthly  mail.  It  is  true  that  a  large 
am<Ant  is  about  being  expended  fbr  the  purpose 
of  carrying  a  semi-monliily  moil  to  California. 
The  call  for  this  weekly  mail  service  is  not  only 
mads  by  the  people  of  the  Pacific,  but  it  is  also 
made  by  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  States.  It  is 
sssential  for  greper  intercourss  between  the  two 
sections  of  the  Union.  I  shall  not  discuss  the 
question.  My  o^nly  object  is  to  have  the  measure 
understood. 

The-  bill  now  presented  simply  proposss  that 
the  Postmaster  Genered  atiall  aavertise  for  pro- 
posals, and  that  he  shall  give  the  contract  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  I  will  notconsume  the  time  of  the 
House  by  discussing  the  bill  further  at  this  time. 

Mr.  FULLEIR.  1  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  California  what  proportion  of  the  expense 
now  incurred  by  the  Qovernraent  is  reimbursed 
by  the  vesaela  tursady ■  orgsniasd  for  the  mail  ser- 
vice? 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  cannot  state  exactly. 
I  will  say  that  the  amount  of  letter  carriage  is 
nearly  double  by  the  Panaiaa  route  that  carried 
by  the  Collins  line  to  Liverpool.  . 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wUh  to  ask  the 
gwtleinan  from  California,  whether  the  bill  which 
he  proposes,  and  which  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, will  interfere  with  the  present  mail  contracts 
betwaea  the  caatsni  cities  and  California? 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.    Not  at  all 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  have  no  objeotion  to  the  bill, 
then,  and  hope  it  will  pass.' 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  demand  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  C^ifomia  will  withdraw  the  demand  for  the 
previoua  question  so  that  I  may  ofier  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  I  understand  the  attend- 
VSnt  of  the  gentleman  from. Tennessee,  and  I 
would  like  to  oblige  him  very  much,  but  I  cannot 
ivithdraw  the  demand  for  the  previoua  question. 
His  proposition  has  already  been  considered  tuid 
voted  dowQ. 

.  Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope  my  friend  from 
California  will  allow  the  amendment  to  be  read  for 
the  information  of  the  House.  ■ 

TheSPBAKER.  Theprsvious question  having 
been  demaodsd  cuts  off  all  amendments;  but  if  no 
objection  is  made  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tenneasee  will  be  i«ad  for  information. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  entertained  by. unanimous  consent.  I 
desire  it  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  sixteenth 
section. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  aa  follows: 

Prowidtd,  Ttra^tlu  contract  •hall  be  aocording  to  time, 
and  not  to  exceed  fourteen  dayji  from  port  to  port. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  o?  Illinois.    I  object. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  TAYt.OR,  of  Ohio,  demanded  tellers; 
which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cbubchweli, 
and  Vail  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  rt- 
ported — «yes  HQ,  noes  53. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  subsequently  read  the  third  time. 

The  question. being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  arid  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BRECKINRtDOB.  As  the  previous 
question  has  not  been  moved  on  the  pasSlige  of 
Uie  bill,  it  is  in  order,  I  presume,  to  make  some 
Mtnarks  wpoa  it.  .      , 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  prevlons  queation  %m 
not  been  moved,  and  the  gentlemaa  from  Ken- 
tucky has  a  rieht  to  addreu  the  House. 

Mr.  BRBCKINRIDGE.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
eentleman  trom  Calirornia,  [Mr.  McOoosall],  if 
he  is  able  lo  answer  me,  for  my  own  reeolleclion 
is  not  very  accurate  on  th^  subject — what  is  the 
amount  which  we  now  pay  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  between  the  Atlantic  ooast  and  Cali- 
fornia? 

Mr.  McDOUOALL.  We  pay  about  |384,000 
on  this  side  of  Panama,  and  |342,660  on  the  other 
side. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDQE.  What  is  the  whole 
amount  f 

Mr.  McDOtlGALL.    About  (716^000. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  amafriend  to  this 
bill,  and  will  give  a  single  reason  for  my  being  so. 
We  are  payin|^  now  alrout  $716,000  annually  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mails  between  the  Atlan- 
tic coast  and  California,  and  that  is  for  a  semi- 
monthly mail.  This  bill  proposes  4lo  double  the 
service,  making  it  a  weekly  mail,  which  I  think  is 
little  enough  between  the  Ailanti<;and  Pacific  coast, 
and  to  pay  therefor  f350,0U0  per  year.  We  would 
thus  get  double  as  much  mail  service  for  $250,000 
as  We  now  get  for  $716,000,  which  shows  the  ad- 
vantage of  putting  out  these  contracts  to  the  lowest 
bidder;  for  I  presume  that  the  gentlemen  from 
California,  [Messrs.  McDodoall  and  Latham,] 
who  are  chiefly  interested  in  this  arrangement, 
are  confident  that  the  service  can  be  performed 
at  that  price. 

Now,  I  believe  that  we  ought  to  have  a  weekly 
mail  service  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coast, 
and  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  this  bill  per  w.  But 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that 
consequent  on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  ought  to 
break  up  the  existing  arrangements  for  the  bi- 
monthly transportation  of  these  mails,  and  put 
that  service  up  to  the  lowest  bidder,  so  that  we 
may  get  the  service  which  now  costs  us  something 
about  $716,000  annually,  performed  for  $950,000. 
By  this  means,  we  will  get  the  weekly  service  at 
a  good  deal  less  than  that  which  we  now  pay  for 
the  hi-monthly  service  und^r  the  old  arrangement. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  m  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Brkckin- 
MDOc.j  There  is  a  bill  now  pending  before  this 
body  contemplating  the  rescinding  of  the  present 
mail  contract  via  the  Panama  route.  This  bill 
was  introduced  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Oflics  and  Post  Roads,  [Mr.  Olds,] 
and  will  no  doubt  be  acted  upon  this  fiession.  1 
am  in  favor  of  such  rescinding,  provided  it  can 
be  done  with  justice  to  the  contractors,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  dignity  of  our  Government.  I 
would  not  hi  in  favor  of  the  Government  doing 
anything  which  she  would  not  be  compelled  to  do 
by  strict  legal  and  equitable  principles.  But  if  it 
can  he  done  honorably. to  all  parties,  then  this 
contract  ought  to  he-annulled.  The  mail  can  be 
carried,  in  my  opinion,  weekly,  for  half  a  million 
per  annum.  That  would  give  us  a  weekly  mail 
service  for  $300,000  less  than  is  now  paid  for  a 
semi  monthly  service.  I  believe,  at  this  time,  the 
present  company  which  has  the  large  contract,  if 
the  bids  were  to  be' received  again,  would  carry 
the  mail  weekly  for  $500,000  per  annum.  And  1 
further  believe  that  there  would  be  competition 
among  the  diflfierent  companies.  While  here,  let 
me  say  that,  when  this  subject  was  up  a  few  days 
since,  in  considerine  the  hiH  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cbdrckwell,]  I  said  that  the 
Nicaragua  line  was  far  more  expeditious  than- 
the  Panama  line,  and  that  the  latter  was  invariably 
behindhand  from  three  to  five  days.  I  am  satisfied 
I  did  the  Panama  line  injustice;  and  I  have  •  table 
here  which  shows  correctly, aa  I  am  informed,  the 
time  made  by  these  two  routes  since  September, 
1853: 

Compitrative  Statement. 
MesraxiM  Jntvatat   Panama  Mail      Jhritalat 

Secamer.  NeK  Tork.      Steamer.  Ifew  Tork. 

BiarortheWeat.SepL   9, '53  nilnols Sept.  10,  >M 

Nnnhern  L>chl..8ept.96, ^53  CreM!entClt7..*Oct.  5,  '53 

8lsrof  ihe  WetcOct.     9, 'S3  Illinois Oct.   ID, 'S3 

Nonh«roLifhl..Oct.  87, '53  Ohio xtn.  S^ 'S3 

Bur ofthe  Weil. Nov.    9,  "SS  Grorie  Liw....Nov.    9,  iSS 

Piomethem Not.  a9,>S3  Illinois Nov.iH,  ^SS 

BtarofUw  Weai.Dee.  13,  tS  Oenns  Lew. ...Dec.  14,  'S3 

llUaSe tJui.  S,  'M 

StarorihrWm.JaD.    6, '34  OKorn  L.s»...Jiui.     8, '54 

N<>rihi?niLI(bl..Jan.   94, 'S4  Otiio Jen.  99,  >54 

Blsrof  the  WrM.Pcb.    9,  >»*  Georse  LsW...Peb.  10,  >S4 
Kanfe«roLI|ht..Fak.ia,«4  Rni&»CUr....m*'-  *>'** 


BiarordieWeit.Mu.  13,  'M  Geoige  Law. ..Mar.  14,  'M 

NarlliernLiihl..M>r.  35, '54  Ohio Mu.  99, '54 

SUrafUieWeat. April    9, '54  George  Law.. .April   •,'54 

Nortli<riiLlchl..AprUS5,'S4  Illinois AprilVt, '54 

SlarorUie  Wrat.Moy     »,  >S4  George  Law.. ..May    9,  >S4 
NorUiernLlglii..May  SS, '54  Itllnoia May  85,  >54 

*  CiuKd  by  the  break-down  of  the  Genrcla. 
t  Loia  of  the  Wiiiflelil  flcou  on  Ibe  Ptcinc,  Imniedlaiely 
replaced  by  another  steamer,  brought  feix  daya  later  newa. 
t  Accident  to  the  Georgia. 
Ntw  YosK,  May  31, 1654. 

This  table  was  given  to  me  by  a  gentleman 
connected  with  the  Panama  route,  who  vouched 
for  its  correctness;  and  I  feel  bound  in  honor  to 
correct  my  previous  error. 

I  feel  deep  anxiety  in  this  bill,  Mr.  Chairman, 
aa  do  my  colleagues  and  our  constituents.  There 
has  been  no  bill  before  Congress  Of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  present  commercial  prosperity  and 
wants  of  the  Pacific  coast  as  the  one  now  under 
consideration.  Sir,  if  there  had  been  a  weekly 
mail  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coast,  mucn 
of  the  ruin  and  commercial  prostration  which  has 
occurred  from  the  trade  between  the  same  would 
have  been  obviated.  The  nfply  and  dtnumd  in 
trade  between  the  Atlantic  cities  and  San  Fran- 
cisco has  been  almost  always  disproportionate, 
and  great  loss  has  necessarily  ensued.  Every 
member  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  has  con- 
stituents who  are  interested  in  this  matter  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  and  I  do  trust  they  will  co- 
operate in  carrying  out  this  measure. 

This  bill  stands  on  its  own  merits,  and  should 
not  be  made  to  rest  on  the  merit*  or  demerits  of  a 
contract  made  in  1849,  when  it  was  difficult  to  get 
any  one  to  accept  a  contract  to  carry  the  mail 
between  New  York  and  San  Francisco.  It  was 
difficult  lo  fiud  the  capital,  and  still  more  difficult 
to  find  men  willing  to  faasard  it  in  an  enterprise  at 
that  time  fraught  with  danger  and  vicissitudes. 
These  things  should  be  considered.  And  it  also 
should  be  considered  that  the  present  people  of 
California,  and  the  commerce  of  that  country,  had 
nothing  to  do  in  making  the  present  contract,  and 
ought  not  to  sufierfrom  osd  legislation, over  which 
they  had  no  control.  I  sincerely  trust  the  bill  will 
pass,  and  an  act  of  simple  justice  be  done  to  Cali- 
fornia. I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  BarrtJ 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  entirely  agree  with  thegcntle- 
man  as  to  the  importance  of  a  frequent  man  com- 
munication between  the  two  oceans.  But  we 
have  a  contract  already  on  hand,  by  which  we 
pay  $750,000  for  a  senii-monlhly  mail.  It  is  pro- 
posed 10  let  that  stand,  and  adtl  $250,000  for  an- 
other semi-monthly  mail. 

Mr.  OLDS,  (interrupting.)  We  pay  $738,000, 
besifles  the  isthmus  transportation,  which  amounts 
to  over  $100,000,  which  makes  it  $838,000. 

Mr.  BARRY.  Then  it  will  all  ainoant  to 
over  $800,000.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  anxious  Co 
reduce  the  mail  faciliti«  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  coasts  one  particle.  On  the  contrary, 
I  would  vote  to  give  (hem  every  dollar  they  now 
have,  if  we  could  not  get  the  mails  transported 
without  it.  But  we  can  provide  California  with  a 
semi-monthly  mail  for  $250,000,  by  rescinding 
this  contract.  Therefore  we  ought,  before  we 
vote  one  dollar  morcto  increase  the  burden  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  to  rescind  the  contract 
already  in  existence.  It  would  be  unjust  in  the 
last  degree  to  pass  this  bill  in  the  present  state  of 
the  finances  of  that  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, without  the  certainty  of  the  rescission  of 
the  other  contract.  If  you  can  rescind  that  con- 
tract, you  can  get,  for  the  $850,000,  a  communi- 
cation between  the  two  oceans,  not  only  by  a 
semi-monthly,  but,  perbiqiB,  by  a  semi-wsdcly 
mail. 

We  all  know  that  contracts  never  go  backwards. 
The  Collins  line,  while  making  a  fortune  by  its 
contrast  with  ths  Oovsmmknt,  obtaining  interest 
beyond  what  could  be  obtained  by  any  other  in- 
vestment in  the  country,  came  here  and  asked  an 
increaseof  that  compensation,  and  Congrsss  nearly 
doubled  it.  These  railroad  and  steamship  com- 
panies cannot  be  restrained  by  this  House,  except 
by'  keeping  them  where  they  now  are,  and  geuing 
from  them  all  we  are  entitled  to,  before  listening  to 
their  demands.  They  have  an  influence  upon  uiis 
House  which  will  overwhelm  it,  unless  resistsd; 
and  aa  yoo  have  them  not  in  your  power,  you  can- 
not induce  them  to  yield  one  dollar  of  the  money 
which  they  have  extorted  from  you,  eilher  by 
firaiid,  parauMkw,  or  in  any  othsr  manaer.    Vu' 


less  ycM  h«««  thsm  in  jronr  power,  it  is  an  sImo- 
lute  absurdity  to  expect  it. 

If  there  is  a  way  oy  which  we  ca:n  abrogatethia 
$750,000  contract,  then  I  think  we  had  better  de- 
lay the  passage  of  this  bill  until  we  can  net  upon 
that  prop<>silion.  Let  us  dissolve  this  eontiact  at 
once,  and  the  question  will  arise  as  to  how  maeb 
we  shall  pay  a  new  contractor.  If  thai  be  doBe,  I 
repeal,  that  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  dimia* 
ishing  the  amount  paid  for  this  service.  I  am 
willing  that  this  smount  sliould  be  poidfor  sccoi^ 
ing  proper  mail  fiocilitiea  with  California,  and  I 
think  by  adopting  this  coarse  the  gentleman  from 
California  will  be  able  to  seeura  a  better  bargoia 
than  hs  will  get  by  this  bill.  I  am  willing  and 
anxious  to  see  the  expenses  of  the  Post  OSes 
Depfrtment  reduced  in  many  particulars,  but  ast 
in  this.  I  do  not  think  the  public  inlcreat  requirss 
that  any  reduction  should  be  made  in  thia  iainnee> 
I  would  like  to  have  it  ascertained  what'power  we 
have  over  thiscompany.  If,  therefore,  litis  bid  be 
laid  aside  informally  for  the  present,  I  will  vote 
for  abrogating  the  present  contract,  if  it  is  in  oar 
powertodoit.  Let  na  dispose  of  that  matter  first, 
and  then  1  will  vote  for  appropriating  the  aaae 
amount  of  money  to  secure  a  proper  naail  service 
to  that  State.  I  would  be  willing  to  accede  to  such 
a  gropoaition,  and  I  believe  a  mi^ity  of  iKs 
House  would  so  vote. 

Mr.  MAC  E.  I  will  ssy  to  my  friend  ftom  Cal- 
ifornia, inasmuch  as  this  bill  has  been  coanseted 
with  the  other  mail  service  to  -Californa,  wiMch 
the  committee,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  .baft 
under  conaidemlion,  that  I  am  dacidedljr  io  finor 
of  it.  It  will  be  rcsollected  that  near  the  eooi- 
mcoeamsnt  of  the  preasnt  aesaiaB,  th*  Houss 
raised  a  special  committee  to  inquire  intio  ttic  ex- 
pense* and  frauds  growing  oat  of  our  mail  Meaner 
■ervioe.  In  consequence  of  ths  basins**  in  which 
the  House  has  bean  engaged,  we  bare  baea  uaabls 
to  bring  our  report  before  them  for  their  eonaider- 
ation;  but,  sir,  I  will  stats  t«  the  House  that  in- 
vestigation* have  been  praseculcd  by  that  com- 
mittee aufficiently  to  enabl*  them  to  MalarMaad 
the  true  condition  of  that  earvioe.  We  ahaU  b* 
enabled  to  praasnt  to  the  Hobs*  in  a  few  daya — 
especially  if  the  House  •boiiid  gtaat  ua  a  cleik 
for  the  committee — somf  astounding  facts  in  refer- 
ence to  the  frautte  and  swindle*  whwh  bavegrosni 
out  of  this  whol*  service  from  it*  inceptiea  down 
to  the  present  time.  After  thst  shall  have  bees 
done — and  I  pledge  myself  that  it  shall  be  done 
most  effeetually — 4he  very  prspositioo  which  thai 
commiUe*  will  present  to. the  House  will  be  the 
mean*  of  enabling  the  genlleawa  from  CaUftimia 
to  pass  this  bill  perhm*  withouta  dis**nti«g  voice. 

And  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Caiifonia, 
further,  that  if  the  Collide  steamer  system  •baU 
be  continued,  so  far  as  the  ssrvice  between  New- 
York  and  California  ia  concerned,  I  undertake  lo 
say  that  this  House  will  not  nipropriale  |fiS0,6l)$ 
in  addition, as  is  contemplated  in  this  bill, for tU* 
service.  As  a  friend  of  the  bill,  therefore,  i  would 
suggest  that  it  be  passed  over  rnfornaliy  for  the 
present,  and  let  the  House  investigate  tUs  sok- 
ject,  which  they  have  referred  to  oar  committee, 
to  the  bottom.  Let  them  ferret  out  all  the  fiand* 
which  havs  been  perpetrated  from  th*  inception  of 
this  mail  service  down  to  the  present  time.  U 
will  be  shown  that  these  companies  have  eea- 
atantly  been  receiving  money  from  the  Govcn- 
roent  outside  that  which  they  properiy  receive 
under  the  contract,  for  which  they  have  never  ac- 
counted to  the  Government. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  fimia 
Indiana,  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  comwitlce  t» 
which  he  refers,  whether  that  committee  haa  con- 
sidered how  the  Government  is  to  be  relieved  froB 
the  existing  contract  with  this  company  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  between  New  York  and  Caiifomia! 
As  I  understand  the  law,  the  original  contract  was 
made  for  ten  years,  and  the  price  stipulated  te  be 
paid  was  to  bs  continued  for  (hat  tiante,  anlaas  the 
Government  took  the  ve**cls  belonging  to  ths 
company  at  a  valuatioa.  Tb*i»wwe  eartaia  pee- 
requisites  which  it  was  nscassary  should  be  eom- 
plied  with  by  the  company.  Th*  oompany  were 
to  build  a  certain  nomber  of  sieamer*  of  a  par- 
ticular description.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  tkeg*»- 
tleman  from  Indiana,  whether  his  conuaiitea  bavs 
investigated  the  question  as  to  how  fhr  the  eon- 
tractors  hiive  complied,  on  their  part,  with  the 
contract?  I  takeit,thBtif  theyhavenotcomplied 
with  it,  wamay  at  once  retwnd  the  toutmat,    U 
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they  hare  complied  with  the  contract,  then  Uie 
only  way  in  which  we  can  get  clear  of  it  ie  by 
taking  the  Btesners  at  a  raloation.  . 

Mr.  MACB.  I  take  great  pleaaare  in  inform- 
ing the  gemlefnan,that  with  no  requirement  of  the 
eoDtract  haa  the  company  coropliecl,  neither  as  to 
the  1000*1^  of  the  aiemnera,  the  time  of  eervice, 
nor  anything  else,  in  no  parlioutar  has  the  law 
been  compKcd  with,  firom  lis  enactment  down  to 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
eenilcman  a  c|aestion  at  that  point.  Has  not  the 
GoTemment  accepted  all  the  Teasels,  and  thus 
waived  any  rights  it  may  have  had  in  consequence 
of  a  non-fulfillment  of  the  requireraeata  of  the 
contract  ? 

Mr.  MACB.  lii  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  I  will  remark,  that  so  far  as  the  action 
of  Congress  is  ooneerned,  I  find  nothing  of  accept- 
ance. 1  find  a  commodore,  lieutenaot,  or  captain, 
has  made  acceptance,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
acceptance  binds  the  Qovemment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  t  do  not  understand  that 
the  contracts  are  required  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 

fress.  It  is Mbmitied  to  the  Navy  Department, 
f  the  steamers  are  built  in  conformity  to  the  law 
and  the  contract,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re- 
ports as  to  that  fact,  and  then  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral does  or  does  not  make  acceptance. 

Mr.  MACE.  In  regard  to  that  point  I  will 
inform  the  House  that  propositions  were  made  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  construct 
steamers  of  certain  dimensions,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  certain  mail -service.  The  first  contracts 
expressly  specified  that  the  requirements  oaeand 
all,  should  be  fulfilled  by  the  contractors.  Some 
modifications  were  made  afterwards,  and  the  Col- 
lins Steamer  Company  was  relieved  from  a  certain 
portion  of  their  original  contract.  As  I  have 
already  remarked,  if  1  had  tinm,  I  could  mostcon- 
clnsiTely  show  that  in  almost  every  essential,  as 
to  size  of  the  vessels,  tonnage,  value,  commence- 
ment of  mail  service,  number  of  trips,  dkc.,  these 
ooflipanies  have  all  violated  the  law  every  site 
months,  since  the  making  of  the  contracts  down 
to  the  present  time.  I  can  demonstrate,  I  think, 
beyono  all  controversy,  and  toitbe  saiitfiiotion  of 
the  HooaCi  that  Congress  has  the  indieputable 
right  to  annul  all  these  contracts,  and  at  any  tiilie; 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  would  ask  prermission  of  the 
gpsntiemanM  submit  an  amendment.  IVhen  he 
concludes  I'  may  not  be  able  to  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  MACB.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  for  the 
purpose  indicated. 

ThaSPBAKBR.  The  bill  having  bseo  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  amendment  is  not  now  in  order.. 
The  amendment  will  be  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, for  information.  f 

There  was  no  objecdon,  and  it  was  read,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Add  the  follnwioc  provlto ; 

fnnieJ,  That  tlila  act  (ball  not  lake  efTeei  onlfl  lh« 
preaent  cantraci  fbr  carrytnt  tbe  mail  between  New  York 
Bod  California  is  reaclYided. 

Mr.  BARRY.    If  there  be  no  objectfon,  I  pre- 
-  aamethe  amendment  can  be  received. 

Tbe^PEA  KER.    It  can  be  received  by  unani- 
. »    mous  consent  only. 
.  ;       Mr.  MoDOUGALL.    I  object. 

Mr.  MAOB.  I  would  sgain  rsmaric  that  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Pkdfic  mail  service 
Dot  to  press  the  consideration  of  this  bill  at  the 
Itreaent  time.  I  do  know  that  there-are  Cuts  con- 
nected with  this  service  which  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  and  countrr.  When  we  are  in 
possession  of  those  facts,  ana  ascertain  Ihegronnd 
upon  which  we  stand,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  kfibrding  Califbrnia  much  better  facilities  than 
uhe  now  has.  I  feel  as  deep  an  interest  in  affbrd- 
iofr  increased  mail  (hdiities  to  that  regioa  of  coun- 
try as  any  gentleman  possibly  can;  but  i  think  it 
ntirely  premature  to  appropriato  fSSO.OOO  for 
Umt  service  at  this  time.  1  think  that  such  an  ap- 
propriation, under  the  circumstances  of  the  ease, 
sroald  be  wrong;  and  I  do  not  bsUeVe  that  the  bill 
ooicht  to  pass  at  present. 

Mr.  MeDOUOALL.  I  wish  to  reply  to  the 
gentlemen  who  have  made  objeetions  to  mis  bill, 
•nd  to  give  the  reasons  why  I  have  thought  it  pru- 
dent and  wise  to  bring  the  meaaui«  forward  now, 
without  waitingfor  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the 
measure  abrogating  the  present  contract.  I  took 
pains  to  ascertain  whether,  if  those  contracts  were 
abrogated,  we  eould  then  eontnwt  for  a  weakly 


servica  to  California;  and  i  find  that  no  one  of  the 
companies  organized  and  now  running  steamers 
to  Aspinwall  or  San  Juan, can  do  more  than  make 
bi-monthly  trips,  and  tliere  can  be  no  competition. 
A  weekly  service  would  require  four  trips  a  month 
both  ways,  and  therefore  it  would  be  necessary, 
if  this  contract  were  abrogated,  to  provide  for  two 
bi-monthly  contracts.  If  we  are  to  have  weekly 
service,  it  will  in  no  respect  interfere  with  exist- 
ing contracts,  or  the  making  of  new  ones.  No 
contract  can  be  made  for  weekly  service  with 
any  company  except  the  .Pacific  Mail  Steam- 
ship Company;  they  have  both  ships,  capital, and 
power  to  perform  such  service.  W  e  propose  now 
a  bi-monthly  service;  and,  on  the  abrogation  of 
the  present  contitect,  a  new  contract  providing 
also  for  bi-monthly  service;  thus  providing  weekly 
service, 

.  Now,  I  want  to  say  to  the  House,  that  the  ex- 
isting contract  was  made  some  years  since.  Cali- 
fornia was  not  then  a  State  of  this  Union,  and  had 
no  Representatives  upon  this  floor.  If  that  con- 
tract is  not  a  wise  and  provident  one,  the  Pacific 
coast  is  not  responsible  for  it.  We  are  entiiled 
to  this  service.  We  ask  it  as  a  matter  of  right. 
It  was  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  fumiah  us 
with  proper  mail  facilities.  You  have  not  done 
it.  This  weekly  mail  service  is  demanded  alike 
by  the  entire  commercial  interests  of  the  Atlantic 
coast  as  of  the  Pacific  poast.  We  are  in  no  sense 
responsible  for  the  mal-legislation  of  Congress 
years  ago,  and  before  we  had  any  voice  in  this 
Capitol.  But,  because  an  improvident  contract 
was  jnade  by  a  previous  Congress,  we  are  told  by 
gentlemen.  Representatives  here,  that  our  rights 
are  lo  be  withheld  from  us— our  necessities  over- 
looked. I  think  that  it  would  be  an  injustice  to 
us.  The  decision  is  unjust,  and  the  reasoning 
unsound. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  of  California  are  not  princi- 
pally interested  in  this  question.  Thegreat  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  Atlantic  sea-board  are  mere 
deeply  interested  in  it  than  ouraelres.  That  we 
should  have  intercommunication  between  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  is  of  the  first  importance  to  these 
commercial  interests.  Now,  genOemensay  to  us, 
we  must  wait  till  the  existing  mail  arrangements 
are  canceled.  But,  I  ask,  wny  wait  till  the  law 
passes  abrogating  the  present  contract  ?  Wlio  is 
there  on  this  floor  that  has  the  right  to  say  that 
that  conU<act  can  or  will  be  abrogated?  There  is, 
first,  the  tribunal  of  this  House  for  the  question 
to  pass,  and  there  is  then  the  tribunal  at  the  other 
ena  of  the  Capitol ,  and  then  there  is  the  President, 
and  after  all  there  is  an  appeal  by  tbia  company  to 
the  courts  of  law.  Sir,  I  have  examined  tliis  con- 
tract, and  I  am  not  very  clear,  from  the  present 
state  of  (acts,  that  it  can  be  abrogated  in  one  year, 
or  in  two  yea'rs.  And  are  we  still  to  have  only 
this  bi-monthly  mail  eervice  to  California  up  to  the 
year  1859?  For  the  reasons  that  are  alleged  now 
against  this  bill  will  hold  as  good  all  that  time  as 
they  do  to-day. 

-  Gentlemen  say  that  individually  they  are  in 
favor  of  this  abrogation  of  the  existing- contract. 
They  wish  to  see  it  abrogated  if  it  can  be  justly 
done,  hot  for~my  part  I  am  not  certain  that  we 
have  the  power  to  abrogate  it;  and  moreover  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  law  abrogating  that  contract 
will  pass  Congress.  If  it  pats  this  body  I  be- 
'lieve  It  will  not  pasTthe  body  at  the  other  end  of 
the  Capitol.  No  one  will  deny  that  it  would  be 
an  -injustice,  where  the  necessities  of  commerce 
call  for  these  increased  mail  facilities,  to  compel 
us,  because  we  cannot  pass  a  law  abrogating  these 
contracts,  to  wait  till  its  expiration.  Now,  I  wish 
the  House  to  understand  that  thia  bill  in  no  way 
interferes  with  the  existence  of  this  contract  or 
with  its  abn^ation.  The  bill  provides  that  the 
oontiBcu  for  tu  weekly  mail  service  are  to  be  let 
to  the  lowest  bidder  for  cash.  The  contracts  for 
the  bi-monthly  service  have  not  been  made  in  this 
manner.  At  any  rate,  if  the  present  contracts  are 
not  fulfilled  new  ones  have  to  be  made.  There  is 
no  difficulty  about  passing  this-  law  whether  you 
sustain  or  abrecate  the  present  eoniraiH. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  1  made  some  re- 
marks just  now  in  a  spirit  friendly  to  this  bill,  but 
at  the  same  time  looking  to  the  abrogation  of  the 
existing  contract.  The  House  is  indebted  to  the 
gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  MoDooeAi.i.]  for 
theeandor  with  which  he  expressed  hisoBinioB 
with  regard  to  the  existing  contraot.  And  I  now 
make  a  siiggsMion  to  him  and  th«  Honask  atitt  in 


a  spirit  of  friendship  to  this  measure,  and  to  the 
proposition  for  additional  mail  facilities  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts.  I  tell  my  friend 
tti>m  California  that  1  belief  ii  is  hopeleas  for  him 
lo  expect  the  House  to  vote  this  |2S0,(I00  a  year 
for  aadiiional  mail  facilities  betw^n  the  two  coasts 
unless  there  is  a  pretty  distinct  and  dear  under- 
Bianding  that  the  existing  contract  will  be  abro- 
gated. Because  while  we  now  pay  some  f  740,000 
annually  for  aemi-monthly  mailaervice,  the  House 
will  not  be  willing  to  add  an  amount  which  would 
make  it  about  m, 000,003,  especially  sifter  having 
made  the  discovery  that  the  same  sort  of  service 
can  be  got  weekly,  at  |350,0OO  per  annum,  less 
than  one  third  of  what  is  now  paid  for  semi- 
monthly service, 

I  believe  that  the  existing  contract  can  be  abro- 
gated. The  slight  examination  that  1  have  given 
the  subject,  leads  me  to  that  belief.  And  I  make 
this  suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  California 
and  tlie  House,  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  the  coun- 
try as  for  that  qjf  the  gentleman 's  constituency.  I 
suggest  lo  him  that  be  move  to  postpone  thia 
question  to  a  diiy  certain,  and  that  he  make  ar- 
rangements, in  the  mean  lime,  to  connect  with 
this  bill  a  proposition  for  abrogating  the  existing 
contracts,  and  to  put  the  mail  service  on  a  perma- 
nent footing  by  which  we  will  be  able  lo  get  weekly 
service  for  $500,000  per  annum,  instead  of  getting 
it,  as  under  this  bill,  and  the  other  contracts,  for 
upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars;  which  would  thus 
cut  down  the  expenditure  of  the  mail  eervice  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  more  than  half 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  give  them  exactly  the 
same  servica  which  they  expect  to  get  under  this 
new  contract.  I  believe,  if^  tha  gentleman  does 
that,  he  will  succeed  in  eetiine  the  facilities  which 
he  desires.  If  my  friend  decnnes  to  do  it,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  saying,  I  do  not  think  ttiis  bill  will 
pass. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  believe  w«  ought  to  have  a 
weekly  mail  service  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  coast;  and  the  only  queetion  at  this  tima 
is  this:  whether  the  proposition  of  the  committee 
shall  be  postponed  until  you  abrogate  the  existing 
contract,  or  whether  you  will  give  tlieeeadititional 
mail  facUitiea  without  reference  to  the  existing 
contract. 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  reported  a  bill  some  months  since,  not  only 
abrogating  the  existing  contract  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  between  New  York  and  San 
Praneisco,  but  also  the  contract  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  maU  between  New  York  and  Liver- 
pool.   They  are  connected  in  one  bill. 

Now,  1  believe  we  have  the  power,  under  the 
contracts,  and  by  their  terms,  to  abrogate  them< 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  steamships  put  upon  the 
line  between  New  York  and  Panama,  and  also 
between  Panama  and  San  Francisco,  have  been 
accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  But  not- 
withstanding they  have  been  accepted,  the  very 
terms  of  the  contract,  it  appears  to  me,  permit  us 
to  abrogate  them  by  taking  the  ships  at  an  ap- 
praisement, one  appraiser  to  be  selected  by  tha 
company,  one  by  th«  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and 
if  those  two  cannot  agree,  tney  are  to  select  a 
third. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  reeolleetad  by  the  members 
of  this  House,  that  some  two  months  sgo  the 

§  resident  of  the  Aspinwall  and  Pacific  Coast  Mail 
teamship  Company — I  am  not  sure  that  such  is 
the  title,  but  it  makes  no  diflierence — placed  upon 
the  tables  of  the  membersof  this  House,a  memo- 
rial in  which  he  claims  that  ws  have  no  power  lo 
abrogate  thia  contract.  We  hitve  the  power,  he 
aaya,  to  take  the  ships,  if  dsmanded  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  but  he  claims  that  the 
power  to  take  those  ships  does  not  give  ibe 
power  to  abrogate  the  mail  contract.  He  says 
thsy  have  other  ships,  and  that  if  we  take 
the  ships  now  in  service,  they  will  still  perform 
their  contract  for  carrying  the  mail.  He  also 
claims  that  there  is  no  pd wer  given  in  the  contract 
itself  to  abrogate  it.  He  predicates  thai  upon 
a  modification  of  the  contract,  in  which  he  says 
Congress  reserved  to  itself  the  power  to  abrogate 
it  by  a  certain  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  he 
wholly  misapplies  the  terms  of  the  second  con- 
tract, in  that  it  does  not  have  reference  to  the 
abroMtion  by  Congress  of  the  contract  itself,  but 
an  abrogation  within  a  certain  time  or  a  certain 
portion  of  the  services. 
A  bill  has  been  reported  by  the  committee,  and 
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I  believe  we  have  the  power  to  take  thoae  Tesaeie. 
We  are  paying  over  a  qoarter  or  a  million  of  dol- 
lars more  annually  for  a  aemi-montiily  mail  icnrice 
than  we  ahould  be  reqoired  U>  pay,  if  tfai*  eonlraet 
were  abrogated,  for  a  weekly  service.  We  oould 
|;et  a  weekly  ser/ice  for  balf  a  roitlion  of  doUars, 
while  we  are  paying  more  than  half  a  million  for 
a  semi-monthly  service.  Although  the  United 
States  might  lose  b^  taking  these  ships  at  an  ap- 
praisement, yet  1  thmk  the  Qovemment  had  better 
lake  them,  even  if  they  bad  to  sink  them  in  the 
ocean,  and-bring  the  contract  to  an  end. 

I  know  the  feeling  seems  to  be  that  it  would  be 
better  first  to  act  upon  the  proposition  lo  abolish 
the  existing  contract.  But,  sir,  independent  of 
that  proposition,  I  think  we  should  have  a  weekly 
mail  servicabetween  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts. 
I  am  in  favor  of  establishing  that  service,  whether 
the  original  contract  is  abrogated  or  not. 

Mr.  8TEPHE1NS,  of  Georgia.  I  have  but  one 
word  to  say.  Some  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion,  have  told  us  that  M^f  had  better  ab- 
rogate the  existing  contract  before  we  act  upon 
this  bill  to  establish  a  new  one.  liow,  sir,  to  my 
mind  there  is  a  very  clear  reason  why  we  ahould 
act  upon  thia  measure  before  we  take  any  steps 
toward  theabrogation  of  that  contract.  If  we  take 
the  latter  step  withqat  'first  entering  into  a  new 
one,  we  shall  find  ourselves  without  any  provision 
for  the  transmission  of  the  mail  to  California,  and 
the  result  may  be  that  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
pay  a  much  higher  price  for  doing  the  same 
service,  to  either  the  same  company  or  a  new  one, 
than  we  now  pay.  Let  ua  contmence,  there- 
fore, with  a  ssmi-nonthly  mail, and  then  abrogate 
the  old  contract,  and  we  Bh<UI  be  aa  well  ottnn  we 
were  before. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Bbmeinbidoc,] 
who  wiahes  us  to  make  the  passage  of  thia  bill 
dependent  upon  theabrogation  of  the  old  contract, 
whether  the  mail  service-  for  California  does  not 
require  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail? 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.-  I  will  answer  the 
question  with  pleasore.  I  think  the  increased  com- 
munication between  California  and  the  eastern 
States  is  such,  that  a  weekly  mail  ought  to  be 
established;  but  1  did  not  say  at  any  additional 
expense. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Now  another  question. 
If  the  wants  of  the  service  retinirc  the  sstabliah- 
ment  of  a  weekly  mail,  is  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  previous  mal-l«gidation  any  good  rvaaoo  for 
denying  that  weekly  service? 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  IrepeetthatI  think 
we  ought  to  have  a  weekly  mail  between  CaliA>r- 
niaand  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  a  daily  mail  be- 
tween the  important  cities  of  the  Unifed  States; 
but  I  am  net  prepared  to  say  that  it  should  be  es- 
tablished at  any  eott.  That  is  an  element  that 
should  be  taken  into  consideraUon .  I  am  willing 
that  a  liberal  compensation  should  be  aHowed;  I 
would  not  be  willing  to  pay  five  or  ten  milliona 
a  year  for  that  service.  Suppose  we  were  paying 
ilO.OOO.OOO  for  a  semi-monthly  mail,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  should  come  forward  and 
ask  for  #300,000  or  |400,000  to  establish  a  weekly 
mail,  would  not  the  amount  we  were  already  pay- 
ing be  a  ^ood  reason  for  not  appropriating  more  ? 
The  admission  that  the  service  is  needed,  is  net 
an  admission  that  we  should  pay  whatever  may 
be  demanded  for  it. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  The  gentleman  has  not 
replied  to  my  last  query.  Suppose  that,  in  pro- 
curing the  establishment  of  a  mail  to  California, 
we  had  sank  in  the  sea  t^,000,000  five  years  ago, 
would  that  be  any  good  reason  why  we  sbooJd 
not  now  have  a  proper  mail  service  forCalilbmia? 
And  if,  for  the  last  five  years,  by  improvident 
legislation,  you  havedrawn  heavily  on  the  Treas- 
ury, that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  have 
proper  mail  faciHiiea. 

I  would  say,  further,  to  the  gentlsman  flrom 
Georgia,  [Mr.  STSPBaiia,]  that  I  think  his  sug- 
gestion is  a  very  pertinent  one.  If  we  eommeace 
by  abrogating  this  contract,  we  shall  disn  bs 
thrown  without  service,  and  a  larger  amount  may 
be  exacted  than  that  nowpaid.  Yon  say  thattha 
Congress  has  the  power  to  abrogate  these  con> 
tracts.  Very  well.  Then,  aa  a  matter  of  course, 
whenever  Congress  sees  fit  to  abrogate  then ,  the 
Government  will  be  absolved  (earn  all  obligations 
in  respect  to  them. 

But  I  prote*!  ogaiast  Ifaia  hgialalion  Uing  made 


dependent  on  that  abrogolian.  I*  ia  not,  in  my 
juagment,  just  or  right  to  do  sa.  1  wish  oa  wisU 
as  others  to  see  these  contraeta  abrogated.  I 
desire  to  see  the  prssent  burden  rsmoved;  but 
there  ia  no  justice  or  right  in  making  the  proper 
mail  service  required  by  the  country  dependent 
on  the  abrogation  of  bad  legi^alion  of  past  timss. 

As  it  seams  to  be  the  disposition  of  the  Honsa, 
I  move  tliat  this  bili  be  poetpooed  till  next  Tusv 
day  week ,  when  it  con  be  better  considered .  Than 
I  shall  inaiat  that  it  shall  not  be  dependent  on 
anything  but  its  merits.  The  persons  who  have 
control  of  these  other  mattaia  ma)[,  if  they  choose, 
bring  them  forward  in  the  mean  time.  If  they  do 
so,  very  well. 

Thequestioa  was  token;  and  Mr.  McDoosall's 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  furuier  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
poetponed  to  next  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  so  that  action  may  be  had  on  the 
resolution  fixing  the  time  of  the  final  adjoamment 
of  this  session. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Has  the  morning 
hour  expired?  If  it  has  not  thsgentteaum's  mo- 
tion is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER..  The  morning  hour  has  not 
yet  expired.  There  are  still  two  or  three  minutes 
Isft  of  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad> 
journ. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.    I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  PAaxsKaad 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  tellera  reported- 
ayes  66,  noee  70. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  .the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  token;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative.— yeas  77,  nays  68;  as  fol- 
lows: 


YBAS—MsMre.  Aiken,  James  O.  Allen,  Vnnim  ADea, 
DsvM  1.  Bailey,  Bsnv,  Belcher,  BeM,  Bmion,  Boye*, 
Breckinridge,  Bridwe,  Brooki,C*«Ue,  Chamberltlji.Clia*- 
tain,  Charchwell,  CUrk,  Cobb,  Colquitt,'  Cartia,  John  O. 
Dsivii,  Daweon,  Dimey,  Dowdell,  Dram,  Dunbar,  Dan- 
ban,  Udy,  Edmandtoo,  Jobo  U.  Elllon,  Bngliab,  rior- 
enor,  Fuller,  Ooode,  Jliunilton,  Wilty  P.  Beirie,  HsfUnn, 
Heodriekt,  Henn,  Hill.  BouMon,  IiwataaU,  John«oo, 
George  W.  Jonea,  J.  Glancy  Jonea,  K«land  Jonea,  KciU, 
fcidwell,  Lilly,  lilndiley,  McMnHIn, Msey,  John  O.  Mil- 
ler, Millaon,  Nictaola,  OMa,Orr,  JebD  Parkiiia,Pratt,  Beady, 
Riddia,  Kobfcina,  KuOa,  Seward,  Sbaw,  Shower,  Sipgle- 
toD,  Slielton,  GerritSmilh,  OenMe  W.  Smyth,  HealorL. 
Stovena,  Jolin  J.  Taylor,  Vsll,  Walker,  Wella,  aad  baaiel 
B.  Wright— 77.  ^ 

NAYB^Mcaars.  AberenHaWc,  AppleaHi,  B«U,  Baaka, 
BenaoD,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Cbandlar,  Chriimaa,  Coi(- 
win,  ThomnaDavia,  Dick.  Dtckinsoe,  Bdinsfida,  Tnomaa 
D.  Elioi,  Ellison,  Etherldge,  Everbart,  Ewing,  Flagler, 
Oiddinga,  Goodrich,  Aaron  Uerlan,  Andrew  t.  Banan, 
Barriaon,  Bsven,  HHIyer,  Bowe,  Runt,  Daniel  T.  Jonas, 
Kerr,  Knox,  Lamb,  Latham,  Lindley,  HcCaUocb,  Maca, 
Middlaawacib,  Morgan,  Murray,  Nomon,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Parker,  Peck,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkina,  Freafon,  Prin- 
gle,  Reeae,  David  BKchie,  Rogera,  Bmaell,  Babin,  Sage, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  Fredenck  P.  Stanton,  Riclwrd  U.  Stan- 
Ion,  Alexander  B.  Stephana,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nallwniel  O. 
Taylor,  Thuraton,  Tracy,  Tfout,  Upham,  Wad«,  Elliha  B. 
Waahbume,  Israel  Waahbnm,  and  Witte— 48. 

And  thereupon  (at  ten  minute*  before  four 
o'clock,  p.  nu)  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday 
at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoHBAT,  Jmt  19,  18M. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milborn. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  rsad  and  approved. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  lempcrt  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  9m- 
ate,  in  relation  to  the  establiabmcnt  of  a  naval 
depdt  at  or  near  the  town  of  Beaufort,  in  the  State 
ol  North  Caroiino;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
th*  table. 

Alao,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interier 
eaqimanioating  information,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  ue  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  employ- 
ment «r  Luther  Blake  to  remove  the  Indians  flnom 
Florida;  which  wa*  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  taUe, 
and  be  printed. 

Alaov  a  report  of  the.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

ode  in  complionoe  with  a  resolution  of  ths  Sen- 
ate, in  relatien  to  the  esiablisbnMnt  of  a  naval 
dep6Lat  Newport,  Rhode  Island;  which  wasor- 
darcd  to  lis  on  the  taUe.oAd  b*  piialcd. 


PBTITIOHa,  BTC. 

Mx.SEWARD jpreaenied  ths  meanorial  of  Stew- 
art Sanderson,  of  Waterpert, New  York,  propoo. 
iog  a  plan  forlnibor  defease  by  meaaa  of  sk  Boating 
l>atteting  ram,  thirteen  of  wkicli  he  says  would  he 
topabl*  of  guarding  the  cooM  of  the  tfnited  Stales 
(rem  Main*  to  Texas  ocaiaat  all  the  flcsta  of  En- 
rope,  witheatiring  a  gun  or  losing  a  man;  whteh 
was  raftrred  to  the  CommiUM*  on  Naval  Affain. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  of  ettiscM 
ol  thaUnitsdStatesprofesding  the  Jewish  religiaa, 
praying  that  measure*  say  be  takeo  to  sectire  to 
A  mericaa  ctliBan*,  of  wtwtevsr  creed ,  tmveliep  er 
residing  abroad,  ojuet  degree  of  civil  and  feMpoBS 
Insdom;  vhioh  wa*  rcAned  to  the  Cemasiuee  oa 
Foreign  Relatione. 

Alee, »  petition  of  inhaWtanta  of  Portaooatk, 
Virginia,  prayia^  a  reduction  of  the  mtea  of  ooeaa 
(KMNoge;  which  vaa  leftrrsd  tolh*  Comnaitue  oo 
the  Poet  Ofibse  and  Post  Read*. 

Alao,  tke  memorial  of  JohB  Fretnaa  oadothas, 
of  Portsmouth,  Visginia,  praying  relief  from  Coo- 
grees,  in  view  of  Mucaicim  by  reason  of  having 
oeen  iocaieeraied  in  Dartmoor  prieoa  daring  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain;  whiob  waa  referred 
tu  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  reeohttione  of  the  corpo- 
rate aiuhoritiee  of  the  city  of  Mew  Yorii,  rcmoo- 
strating  against  the  repsol  er  a  material  change  ia 
Ihe  pifcn  of  theaasajr  office  in  that  city,  now  salab- 
liatted  by  law;  which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennssace,  prsosnted  a  memo- 
rial of  citicen*  af  Memphis,  Tennsssss,  praying 
tke  repeal  or  suspeneioa  of  the  duly  on  rsilroai 
iron;  which  waa  rcierred  to  thcGonuaitteson  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  prsseatad  the  petition 
of  J.  J.  Dyer  and  others,  trusteeo  of  the  Du- 
buque Female  Coliege,  Iowa,  praying  a  g^ant  of 
land  for  the  endowment  of  that  iaatitotion;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Laode. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  praaented  a  mesnorial  of 
owners  aailoeeupanCi  m  hmda  within  the  Boetrop 
grant,  in  Leuieiana,  pva]nng  to  be  protected  in 
Uieir  titles  to  said  londet  which  was  refivrad  to  the 
Committse  on  Private  Land  Claima. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentnoky,  proeated  a 
pMitioB  of  ioiutfaitaats  of  Newport,  Kentucky, 
praying  the  reduction  of  the  rate*  of  oeeon  poe- 
oge;  wnieh  w^  refen«d  to  the  OaasaMtlee  oa  tke 
Post  Offloe  awl  Post  Ro^a. 

Mr.  WADE  prsaented  the  proeeedioa  of  a 
largie  meeting  of  citizens  of  Cakunbas,  Ohio,  'm 
fiivorof  a  Mduclioa  ef  the  ralea  of  ocsoii  poot^e; 
which  werereArrcd  to  theComoutteeoatlMPM 
Offic»and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  maasoriol  of  inhab- 
itante  of  the  ooaatis*  of  Monroe  and  Liviagston, 
New  York,  prayine  the  exduaion,  by  the  ooasii- 
tutional  power  of  Congress,  of  slavery  from  the 
Diatriot  of  Colombia,  and  the  Territorie*  of  the 
United  Stotea,  and  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  ateie 
law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  oitlaeo*  of  New  York,  praymz 
that  the  public  domain  may  be  granted  in  Itiaital 
tjpiaatitics  to  ootaol  settler*;  which  wo*  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  ofdtizenaof  Sandnaky,OUo, 
and  a  meiiMMial  of  citixens  of  Bridgeport,  Mich- 

ri,  praying  an  appropriation  of  public  land  for 
oonstrucuon  of  a  ship  eonol  around  tlie  FsBi 
ol  NisDara;  which  waa  rsfsirsd  to  the  Coouaitiw 
on  Commerce. 

Also, a peution  of  Gabrid  Denton,  prayiag  that 
further  relief  may  be  extended  to  the  soldiera  ef 
the  war  of  1&13;  which  was  rsfbned  to  the  Cooi- 
miltee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Selkirk,  praying  the  eettlement  of  hie  claim  again* 
the  Mexican  Oovermnent,  for  At  forribW  oeizas 
and  deatmetion  of  his  vesiiel  by  theoadioiticaef 
t  hat  Republic;  which  was  referred  to  the  Con- 
> '  ittee  on  Foreign  Reletions. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK  presoited  the  mtmotiii 
of  J.  R.  Powell ,  mail  contraeter  in  Ah^Muna,  pray- 
ing oompenealioa  for  extra  serviees;  which  «a( 
referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  the  Post  OAe*  and 
Post  Reads. 

PAP>R8  WITHDSAWIT  AND  RETERRCD. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  waa 
Onl<r«i,  That  the  memorial  ofEdmond  M.  Evana  be 
wiihdmwn  Oom  tke  Ates  of-  Ike  Senate,  and  reAmd  to  tka 
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.  On  motion  hj  Mr.  BRODHBAD,  it  wM 

(h-Stred,  TlntOltboni  h,  Kally  have  iMVe  to  wltbdnw 

tbilr  pMittoD  and  pap>!n>     . 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  wm 
9rdtni,  Tint  Ana  Dudir  and  Maigarat  Cbandler'kaTC 

laava  lo  wUbdnw  Uie  Ir  pMtUoiia  and  iiapen. 

REPORTS  VROH  BTANDDTG  COHMITTKES. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  An'ieul- 
ture,  to  whom  was  rtf^nd  the  memorial  of  Town- 
send  Glover  and  othere,  praying  CongreeB  to  pnr- 
thase  Glover's  collection  of  artificial  fruits,  now 
on  exhibition  at  the  United  States  Patent  Office, 
Bnbmttted  a  report  on  the  mbjeiit;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  fVom  the  Committea  on  Pen- 
tions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Jesse 
R.  Faulkner,  of  Missouri,  reported  it  bade  with- 
out amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  eommiUee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Reddin,  late  i 
soldier  in  the  Army,  and  discharged  on  account  of 
a  disability,  praying  a  pension,  submitted  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  resohition  of'th* 
Senate  instructing  that  committee  to  inqiiire  into 
the  expediency  of  creating  an  additional  collection 
district  in  the  State  of  California,  reported  a  bill 
treating  a  collection  district  in  the  State  <if  Cali- 
fornia; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr,  SHfBLDS,  from  die  Comittittee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  wh6m  were  referred  five  petitions 
of  widows  of  officers  of  the  Army  who  have  died 
iti  the  service  since  the  waV  with  Mexico,  and 
most  of  them  of  disease  contracted  during  the 
war,  praying  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  five  years, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  itd  further  considera- 
tion, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

BRFDGES  ACROSS  THK  POTOMAC. 
"  Mr.  BRIGHT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, tittii  agreed  to: 

Haalved,  That  tbe  Commutes  for  the  District  of  Colom- 
Ma  be  instructetl  (o  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofdiscon- 
tlRuIni  *B  nmber  appropriatinm  for  tbe  eieetion  or  repairs 
of  brtdisee  aoiois  Ike  Potomae-rivsr  on  the  stiee  beretafofe 
teeofoteed  aa  lacb,  and  of  Sxing  npon  some  one  or  two 
eitea,  eitlier  of  wbicb  would  better  accommodate  all  of  tbe 
parUes  benefited  by  the  existence  of  a  bridge  across  that 
river  wiUiin  and  oppoeite  the  said  District,  and  report  to 
HMi  body  at  the  esrlleat  day  praedcable,  lueb  site  or  sites, 
and  the  requisite  plana  for  the  ereolKm  of  aach  bridge  ot 
bridges,  and  the  expenses  thereof,  respectively,  as  woald 
combine  safety,  aaitableness,  permanency,  and  ultimate 
economy  to  tlie  public  IVeasu^. 

E.  A.  F.  tAVAtETTE. 
Mr.  MASON.    1  am  directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives   for  the 
relief  of  Captain  K.  A.  F.  La.valette,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Navy,  to  report  it  back,  and  recommend 
its  passage.    1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  have  the  bill  considered  now.     It  is  to 
refund  to  thisofiicer  |346  which  be  paid  while  civil 
and  military  Governor  at  Mazatlan,  dui'ing  the 
;* '  Mexican  war,  to  an  interpreter  whose  services 
*  '*'  were  necessary.    1  think  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded  to. 
consider  the  b|ll  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
No  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was'  reported 
to  the  Senate  without, amendment,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
AB16AII.  STAFFORD. 
Mr.  BROWN.    I  move  to  reconsider  the  vols 
by  wbiob,  on  Friday  lost,  tbe  joint  resolatiM  ex- 
planatory of  an  ac'lantitlcd  "Ao  act  for  th«  wlief 
of  Abigail  Stafford  "  was  rejecisd.    I  will  not  ask 
far  the  ooBsideration  ,of  the  motion  now,  Imt 
merely  that  it  be  Atered  en  the  Journal. 
The  PRESIDENT.    It  wiU  be  so  enlsred. 

HEISAOB  FROM  THE  HOOSB. 

A  mssss^  was  reeeivsd  ft<om  the  House  of 

Represematrves  by  Mr.  McKbak,  Chief  Clerk, 

anniwnehtg  that  the;^  had  passed  the  jotnt  resohi- 

Ron  of  the  Senate  girii»  tne  consent  of  Congress 

to  the  acceptance,  l>y  Lleatemint  M.  F.  Maury, 

'       of  the  Navy,  «f  a  gold  medal  from  his  Majesty 

the  Kinc  of  Sweden,  and  the  Senate  bill  to  au- 

'       thflrize  the  issue  of  registers  to  vessels  owned  by 

'       fh*  AecMtoiyTraMitOiMnpany. 


Also,  tiiat  they  had  passed  the  following  bitis, 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lewis,  of  Clinton 
county,  Indiana; 

Bill  to  incresss  the  aalaries  of  the  Executive 
and  judicial  officers  Of  Oregon,  New  Mexico, 
Utah,  Washington,  and  Minnesota; 

Bill  making  appropriations  in  refierenee  to  die 
Cayuse  war  in  Oregon; 

BHl  to  establish  tne  oAeeof  sorveyor  general 
of  New  Mexico,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  to  grant 
donations  to  actaat  settters  therein,  and  for  other' 
purposes; 

Bill  to  extend  the  right  of  preiimption  o'ver  tbe 
tmsarveyed  lands  in  Minnesota,  and  for  othet 
purpoaea; 

Bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  the  tlact  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Minneeeta,  belonging  to  the  half-breeds  or  mixed 
bloods  of  the  Dacotah  or  Sioux  nation  of  Indians, 
and  for  other  mirposes; 

BitI  to  pravide  forthecontinaation  of  a  military 
road  flrem  M  vrtleCreek  t«Seottaburgh,  in  Oregon; 

Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  settle 
amd  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  Rogii4  River  In- 
dian war; 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  constmctioin  of  a  militaiy 
road  m  ths  Territory  of  Utoh; 

Bill  to  relVind  to  the  Territory  »f  Utah  tbe  ex- 

Fenses  incurret^  by  said  Territory  in  suppressing 
ndion  hostilities; 

Bill  for  ths  paymsnt  of  the  civil  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  while 
under  mHitary  government;  and 

Bill  to  am^Hf  the  act  approved  September  9T, 

1850,  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of 

the  public  lands  in  Oregon,  Aa.,  and  also  the  act 

amendatory  thereof,  approved  February  19,' 18&3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  NaVT. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  to  take  up  this  morning  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  "to  improve 
the  naval  service."  It  is  a  brief  bill,  and  I  think 
we  can  readily  get  through  with  it  before  the 
morning  hour  18  finished;  and  unless  it  betaken 
up  in  tnis  way  I  doubt  very  much  whether  we 
shall  be  able  to  get  it  before  Uic  ^nate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  coosidersd  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  originally  reported  firom  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  prescribed  the  number  and  pay 
of  the  officers  in  each  grade,  provided  for  a  retired 
and  furloughed  naval  list,  for  an  increase  of  tlte 
Marine  Corps,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau 
of  Equipment,  Orders,  and  Detail,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  a  judge-advocate  for  the  naval 
service.  It  also  made  provision  for  the  details 
necessary  to  carry  out  these  objects. 
_  Mr.  Mallort,  oh  the  Slst  of  May,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  committee,  submitted  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  bill  afler  the  enacting 
clause,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  the  grade  of  dig  officer  is  hereby  esIabHabed.  and 
that  there  stiall  be  twenty  flax  officers,  sixiy-etgbt  captains, 
and  seventy  comm;tDder>  in  Qui  naval  service,  and  ine  pay 
of  das  oflleera  shall  Im  aa  fidlowe  i  On  sea  eetvice  tbe  same 
as  itow  allowed  to  ibe  senior  eapttio.  A II  other  jwy  allowed 
them  aball  be  the  same  a*  that  of  other  eaptaina. 

Sao.  S.  -liui  («  U  fitrtKtr  ttuutei.  That  no  appointment 
of  masters  not  in  the  line  of  promnuon  shall  hereafter  be 
made ;  and  the  grtide  of  passed  nidshlplaan  shall  be  abol- 
iebcd.  One  hundred  and  seveniy-llve  of  Uie  mastera  now 
in  the  line  of  promotion,  and  of  the  pasaed  midshipmen, 
sbail  be  comoiiseloned  as  masters.  Midshipmen  and  acting 
nidstaipmen,  including  those  at  the  aead«my,shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  nundred  and  thirteen,  of  whom  one  Mall  be 
appoinled  from  each  coogreasioaai  district  and  Territory  of 
tlie  United  Stales,  upon  tlie  reconimeudaiion  of  tbe  Repre- 
sentSUves  and  Delegates  thereof  respectively;  two  from 
each  State  Opon  the  recommendatioo  of  the  Senators 
thereof  respectively,  and  ten  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  at  large. 

Sec.  3.  -dnd  be  ujuriher  enaettd.  That  before  any 
change  nf  the  grades  aforesaid  shall  lake  eflfect,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  vball  cause  eacb  captain,  commander, 
lienianaM,  medieal  oSicer,  and  H>umr,  to  report,  under 
such  repletions  as  lie  may  prescribe,  the  officers  of  their 
respective  grades  who  arequallSed  lo  perform  efficiently  all 
their  duties  ashore  and  afloat;  and  from  his  scrutiny  of 
sach  reports  sa  may  be  flied  in  the  Department  witliin  six 
monctts  Slier  notlee  issued  lo  said  aflkera,  llM  Secretary, 
wlih  the  approval  of  the  President,  shall  retire,  or  perma- 
nently <\irlough,  or  drop  from  Ibe  service,  all  ofllcers  who, 
in  his  Jndgm>-nt,  are  not  sn  quallted.  And  of  the  ofllcers 
soflnlaaglied  or  retir*d,  those  on  tbe  retired  list  Only  shall 
bs . entitled  to  wearihe  naval  aalAnm.  Retired  and  per-' 
manbnily  fttrlouriied  officers  (ball,  from  the  dale  uf  Uieir 
retirement  and  Turlough,  be  out  of  tlie  Navy,  and  their 
plfceesMllbeSapiMleS'byiegiiMr  (troraSHbH  (^  senleriiy 


cfrank.  Tbe  SSereiary  of  the  Navy  may,  upon  the  applt- 
oaiion  of  a«y  oAcer  of  tbe  Navy,  place  hira  upon  the  re- 
tired or  permanent  furlough  list,  if,  in  his  judgment,  be 
deem  it  consistent  with  the  Interests  of  the  service. 

See.  4.  JlnHeU  further  enaciti,  That  it  shall  be  tbe 
duty  of  every  officer  in  command  of  any  vessel  of  tbe  Navy 
of  the-Uoited  Slates,  upon  tbe  terminaUoo  of  his  cruise,  to 
make  a  special  report  to  the  Secremry  of  the  Navy  upon 
the  general  conduct  of  tbe  petty  officers,  seamen,  ordinary 
seamen,  landsmen,  and  lieya,  under  his  command  on  said 
emise,  and  to  designate  by  name  those  who  are  entitled, 
f^om  ^«ir  good  conduct,  to  special  noUce ;  and,  upon 
such  reports,  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  annually 
select  ten  of  said  boys  who  may  appear  to  him  most  de- 
serving, and  send  tbem  io  Ibe  Nnvsl  Academy  for  ednea- 
tiou  as  midabipmen.  And  to  each  petty  offieer.  seaman, 
ordinary  seaman,  landsman,  and  boy,  so  reported  for  good 
conduct,  {provided  that  the  number  so  reported  ^m  each 
ship  shall  not  exceed  one  t«nth  of  tfie  crew  tlierenf,)  the 
Secretary  shall  cause  to  be  issued  a  eerttflcate  nf  con- 
dael  and  charaetei,  in  such  Itorm  as  be  may  preseribe, 
which  certlScate  shall  entiUe  every  p«uy  officer  to  three 
months'  extra  pay,  and  aa  appropriate  medal,  lo  be  devisrd 
by  tbe  Secretary,  and  every  seaman,  ordinary  seaman, 
landsman,  and  boy,  to  three  months*  extra  pay,  prsvidea 
be  Shan  re8nll>t  wiihin  three  months. 

Sir.  S.  .Slid  be  it  farther  enaeted,  That  an  increase  of 
ten  hundred  men  shall  be  made  to  the  Maiine  C(»rpe. 

Bso.  6.  -dad^iiyw-tAerenoiited.  Tbat,inadditiontolhe 
bureaus  now  attached  to  tbe  Navy  Department,  tbere  shall 
be  a  bureau  to  be  called  the  Bureau  of  Orden  and  Equip- 
ment, to  which  shall  be  assigned  the  duties  of  equipping 
the  vesaeis,  and  nf  supervising,  registering,  and  detailing 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  naval  service,  and  such  other 
duties  pertaining  totbeaervice  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy 
may  direct ;  and  tbe  orden  of  such  bureau  shall  be  coit- 
sidered  as  emanating  Ihim  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
•ball  have  fbll  Ibree  and  effect  as  such,  and  all  the  duUes 
of  said  bureau  shall  bs  perftinned  under  his  authority  and 
supervision. 

Sec.  7.  Jlnd  be  UfitrHer  enacted.  That  Ibe  Presidentof 
tbe  United  Slates,  by  sod  with  tbe  sdvlce  and  consent  of 
(he  Senate,  •hall  amoini  s  Judge-advocate  flir  the  naval 
•ervice,wlio«ball  not  neanavalolleer,  who  shall  be  learned 
in  the  law,  and  who  shall  be  attached  10  tbe  Bureau  of 
Equipment, Orders,  and  Detail,  and  who  sliall  receivefoi  bia 
services  three  Ibnusand  dollars  jiet  annum  and  his  travel- 
ing expenees ;  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  prepare,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  ef  the  Navy,  all  chargea  and 
specifications  of  chargea  lo  be  preferred  before  naval  courts- 
maHlal  and  courts  of  iocjuiry,  and  to  keep  accurate  records 
tbereofj  to  prepare  speciflc  instrucdons  in  each  case  to  the 
acting  Judge-admeala  to  be  designated  by  trim,  under  ths 
direction  of  Ibe  Secretary  of  Ibe  Navy ;  to  codify  and  ar- 
range all  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  tbe  rulings  and  decisions 
of  tbe  dld^ct,  circuit,  and  Supreme  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  touching  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry ;  and 
locompile  and  sabmit  in  the  Siecretaryof  the  Navy  general 
Instructions,  ftinos,  and  principles  appileaUe  to  them,  und 
Ibe  manner  ofccMlnctisg  them, and  to  preserve  perfect  fse- 
otds  of  all  such  courts,  and  of  the  eases  beard  or  tried  be- 
fore tbem :  PronUed,  That  nothing  herein  shall  oreclode 
eommanders  ef  squadionson  Ibreign  sladons  from  ordering 
such  courts,  when,  tu  their  opinion,  the  ezigSneies  of  tbe 
public  service  may  demand  Uiem,  under  such  rules  and 
regulsUona  as  ssid  Judge-advocate  general,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  may  prescribe. 

Sac,  8.  .Snd  be  Ufiirther  tnacled.  Thai  die  chief  of  the 
bureau  establlsbed  by  this  act,  be  allowed  the  same  frank- 
ing privilege  as  that  conferred  by  law  on  tbe  cbielb  of  the 
other  bnresos;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  here- 
aner  appoint  as  ebidf  of  any  bareaa  altaebed  to  the  Navy 
Departtneni,  excepting  the  Bureaus  of  Provieiom  and 
Ciotbiag,  and  Conaiivelion,  aad  ef  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
any  officer  at  liis  disoreUon. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  substitute  was  pre- 
pared by  the  committee,  under  the  eye  of  ths  sec- 
retary of  the  Navy.  1  am  directed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  oiI%r  some  amendments  to  it.  The  first 
is  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  substi- 
tute, and  insert,  in  lieu  of  it,  ths  following: 

.And  is  i</krfAer  oMcled,  That  no  appointment  of  masters 
nnt  in  tbe  line  of  promotion,  shall  hereafter  be  made  ;  and 
fte  recognition  or  passed  midshipmen  as  a  distinct  class 
or  grade  is  hereby  abolished,  and  so  much  of  all  acts  or 
parts  of  acts  aa  recognizes  soch  distinction,  or  allows  to 
passed  midshipmen  any  difierenl  pay  than  that  of  midship- 
men is  hereby  repesled,  from  and  after  Ibe  time  when 
the  provisions  of  tbe  next  seciion  hereof  shall  be  carried 
into  effect.  Tbe  masters  now  fn  the  line  nf  promoUon, 
and  thepaased  midshipmen  who  shall  remain  in  the  aer- 
viee  and  not  be  promoted  to  tbe  rank  of  lieutenant  after 
liie  retirement  provided  by  the  oegtt  section,  shall  be  coin- 
missioned  as  movers  aceording  to  their  present  rank ;  and 
if  there  thus  remain  more  than  seventy-ninr  such  officen, 
no  new  master  shall  be  commissioned  until  tbe  number 
sbaB  be  reduced  below  seventy-four,  which  number  shall 
thereafter  constitute  the  said  grade  of  master.  Tbe  duties 
of  the  said  grade  shall  be  such  as  the  President  of  the  Unb 
ted  Statea  aball  prescribe.  The  number  of  raidstalpmen 
and  acting  midabipmen,  inehiding  those  at  tbe  Naval  Acad- 
emy, eball  be  determined  as  fidiows,  to  wit :  one  aball  be 
appointed  from  each  congreseinnsl  district  of  thp  United 
Sutes  od  tbe  recomqienuation  Of  the  Bepreaentatlve  there- 
of, two  lioia  each  Slqte  on  tbe  recommendation  of  Uie  Sen- 
ators thereof  respectively,  ten  to  be  appointed  by  Uie  Prea- 
idesit  at  large,  and  those  authorized  by  Uiis  act  lo  be  eelseted 
lh>m  the  hoys  ofthe  Nd%. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  msert  in  the  third 
seciion  of  the  substitute,  after  the  provtsion  that 
the  officers  on  the  retired  hst  shell  be  entitled  to 
«ear  tbe  ratral  uniform,  the  wovds  "and  ehall 
hare  their  Bsmca  bortie  oalbrKavf  ttgmtm,  but 
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as  out  of  the  line  of  prom<>tion  and  of  commaDd, 
and  shall  not  be  counted  as  the  number  limited 
by  law  of  their  respective  grade." 

The  next  amendment  was  so  to  alter  the  fol- 
lowing provision,  "  retired  and  permanently  fur- 
loughed  officers  shall,  from  the  date  of  thkir 
retirement  and  furlough,  be  out  of  the  Navy,  and 
their  place  shall  be  supplied  by  regular  promotion 
by  seniority  of  rank,"  as  to  make  it  read,  "per- 
manently furloughed  officers  shall,  from  the  date 
of  their  furlough,  be  out  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
place  of  rettrea  and  permanently  furloughed  flag 
officers,  and  other  officers,  shall  be  supplied  by 
reeular  promotion  by  seniority  of  rank." 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  third  section  the  words: 

The  Secretary  or  Hie  Nivy,  with  the  approve)  of  Ihe 
Prealdeni,  shall  slra  relire  or  drop  from  the  aerviee  the 
miiatcn,  pa«ed  midfhipmen,  and  mid'hipmen  who,  In  bii 
jadsmeni,  are  not  qualifled  to  perfbrio  efflclentljr  all  their 

dUllM. 

The  next  was  to  insert,  as  a  new  section,  after 
section  three,  the  following: 

wIikI  In  it  further  tnaele^,  Thai  officers  on  the  retired 
list  shall  receive  three  fiHlii,  and  thoae  on  the  permanent 
ftirlough  list  shall  receive  two  fifths  of  the  seB-service  pay 
to  which  they  were  entitled  whenredrednrrurluughpd.nnd 
thai  the  pay  of  Uie  masters  auihorizrd  to  be  cointnlssinned 
by  the  prnvlBions  or  this  act  shall  be  the  pay  of  sailing 
masters  as  eatahllshed  by  the  "  act  to  reeulate  the  pay  of 
Ihe  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,"  approved  March  3, 1635. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  fifth  section 
in  the  provision  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  select  ten  boys  from  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy  as  midshipmen,  to  strike  out  "  t«n  "and 
insert  *'  not  exceeding  five;"  and,  also,  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  boys  "  the  words  "  not  over  six- 
teen years  of  age. ' 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  same  section 
in  the  provision  allowing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  issue  a  certificate  of  good  conduct  to 
those  re)<orted  from  each  ship  as  deserving  it,  to 
insert  after  the  word  "certificate,"  "  provided  the 
person  to  whom  the  same  shall  b«  issued,  shall 
reiinlist  in  the  Navy  within  three  months  from  th« 
date  thereof,"  and  to  strike  out  a  aimilax  proviso 
in  another  place. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  seventh  sec- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  words  "  Order  and  Detail" 
wherever  they  occur,  so  that  the  bureau  there  pro- 
vided for  shall  be  "  the  Bureau  of  Equipment." 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  the 
provision  allowing  traveling  expenses  to  the  judge- 
advocate  of  the  Navy  the  words  "  as  allowed  to 
officers  of  the  Navy;"  and  to  strike  out  the  words 
"to  be  designated  by  them,"  occurring  in  a  sub- 
aieqaent  part  of  the  section. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strilca  out  the  pro- 

▼ISO— 

"PrmWsi,  That  nothing  herein  shall  preelvdeeoranand- 
era  of  aquadrona  on  fbrelgn  stationa  from  ordering  audi 
conrta,"(eoartBor  imiuiry  and  courts-martial,]  "wben,  in 
thtfir  opinitiD  the  extgenciea  of  the  public  aerviee  may  de- 
niand  it,  ander  such  rulea  and  regulaiiona  aa  such  judge- 
advncatR  general,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  may  preacribe." 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  of  jt  the  following: 

Pnridti,  That  nothing  herein  shall  preclude  commanders 
ofsqundmns  on  foreign  stations  from  ordeituf  such  courts 
as  now  authoriEed  by  law. 

These  amendments  to  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  committee  as  a  substitute  were  agreed  to, 
and  that  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
tha  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.' 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  task  that  the  question  on  the 
rassage  of  the  bill  be  not  put  at  this  moment. 
There  is  an  amendment  which  I  wished  to  have 
incorporated  in  it.  I  am  vfry  sure  it  has  been 
made,  but  still  I  desire  to  look  at  it;  and  I  wish 
the  Senator  from  Florida  to  consent  to  allow  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  Ihe  bill  to  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  It  can  then  be  passed  during 
At  morning  hour. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Very  well. 

6o  the  further  considerauon  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  bill  to  appoint  a  day  difierent  from  the  first 
Monday  in  December  for  tW  annual  meeting  of 
Coneress,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion 
fay  Mr.  DoDOLAt,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of 
(be  Whole,  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

It  proposes  to  enact  that  after  the  expiration  of 
lbs  pyeaint  CoBgreaa,  tha  annual  maatingof  <<on> 


gresa  shall  eommenca  on  tha  first  Mottday  in  Oc- 
tober. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  first  Monday  is  Oaober  is  a  little 
too  soon  for  our  meeting.  I  will  suggeat  to  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  whether  the  firalMonday  in 
November  will  not  be  better. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  think  that  would  not  equal- 
ize the  sessions  enough.  We  should  hardly  get 
through  with  our  business  by  the  summer  holi- 
days. By  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in  Octo- 
ber, we  should  be  able  to  get  through  with  our 
business  by  the  holidays,  without  jncreaaiog  the 
time  which  is  now  taken  up  by  the  two  sessions. 
A  great  deal  would  be  gained  by  it;  and  I  think 
we  had  better  adopt  the  time  1  have  indicated;  how- 
ever, I  wish  to  submit  the  question  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  In  many  of  theStates  of  this 
Union  the  month  of  October  is  a  very  buay 
month  both  with  farmers  and  lawyers,  who  eon- 
atitute  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  of  both 
Houses.  It  seems  to  me  that  It  would  be  better 
to  meet  on -the  first  Monday  in  November  instead 
of  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and  1  propoas  an 
amendment  to  that  eiTect. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  think,  sir,  there  is  prob- 
ably not  a  month  in  the  year  in  which  lawyers 
are  not  busy, and  aa  to  farmers,  they  are  occupied 
in  November  as  well  as  in  October.  The  object 
of  the  bill,  I  auppoae,  is,  as  far  aa  poaaible,  to 
equalize  the  sessions  of  Congress  to  make  the 
long  aessions  shorter,  and  the  irihort  sessions  longer. 
I  think  that  object  would  be  better  attained  by  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  lllinoia  aa  it  alanda.  I 
would  prefer  October  to  November.  In  tliat  way 
you  could  gain  two  months,  virtually,  to  the  short 
session;  ami  I  suppose  there  is  no  other  object 
for  which  the  bill  is  intended. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  should  prefer  very. much  the 
first  Monday  in  November  to  the  first  Monday  in 
October;  but  I  am  utterly  unprepared  to  meet  at 
an  earlier  day  than  now  fixed  by  law.  I  fear  that 
the  only  eflfect  of  it  would  be  to  prolong  the  short 
session, without  at  all  diminishing  the  duration  of 
the  long  session.  It  is  the  theory  of  our  Oovem- 
ment— and  the  practice  of  it — that  our  labora  here 
at  Washington  are  not  to  interfere  seriously  with 
our  private  business. 

The  compensation  which  is  given  to  members 
of  Congress,  everybody  knows,  cannot  be  in- 
creased. I  think  it  would  be  idle  to  attempt  it. 
Everybody  equally  knows  that  what  they  now 
receive  is  not  a  remuneration  for  their  services. 
Why,  then,  I  respectftilly  ask,  should  we  run  any 
risk  of  prolonging  the  time  of  our  services  here? 
We  all  have  our  occupations,  and  we  are  all  obliged 
to  abandon  them  to  a  very  great  extent.  Cer- 
tainly gentltmen  who  come  here  from  a  great  dis- 
tance have  to  abandon  them  almost  altogether. 

Now,  we  know  that  the  experience  of  the  Qov- 
emment  is — and  it  may  be  a  very  proper  experi- 
ence— that  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
induigs  themselves  in  most  protracted  debates, 
either  upon  matters  relating  to  the  public  policy 
or  opon  matters  which  tend  to  diflfuse  information 
which  the  people  probabhr  could  not  well  gather 
from  other  sources  thai^from  the  public  deoates. 
The  debates  last  here,  and  roust  continue  to  last, 
opon  intsresting  topics,  not  for  weeks  only,  but 
for  months,  and  nothing  drives  us  home  at  last 
at  the  long  session,  but  an  utter  phyaical  inability 
to  continue  here  longer. 

I  fear,  therefore,  if  we  adopt  an  earlier  day  for 
our  meeting  at  the  long  session,  we  shall  remain 
here  just  as  long  as  we  should  if  we  met  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  and  we  know— the 
practice  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  proves  it — 
that  all  the  buvness  of  the' session,  if  we  mean  by 
buaincas  the  legislation,  the  actual  voting— is, 
either  at  the  long  or  short  session,  crowded  into 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  I  do  not  think,  there- 
fore, anypractical  good  will  result  from  meeting 
at  an  earlier  day,  and  for  one,  I  would  be  grati- 
fied if  the  Senator  who  has  introduced  this  propo- 
sition would  reconsider  it,  or  the  Senate  reject  It. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
ha  evidently  ovsi looked  another  proposition, 
which  is  intended  to  be  a  part  of  this,  and  which 
meets  the  objection  which  he  presents.  It  is  a 
proposition  which  I  submitted  at  the  same  time 
tliat  I  introduced  this  bill — to  fix  the  adjournment 
bf  the  long  session  of  Congress  by  a  joint  rale,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  MASON.    I  do  not  understand  iliat  ws 


have  the  power  to  limit  the  terA  of  Conrrea*  Sy 
law.  The  day  of  adjoamment  is  fixed  at  any 
time  during  the  aession  which  is  most  convenicat 
(o  a  majority.  I  ask  Uie  Senator  how  he  ia  to 
limit  the  term,  because  the  Honaes  of  Congrcas 
may  at  any  time,  during  the  long  session,  pan  a 
joint  resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  We  have  no  power,  I  am 
satisfied,  to  limit  the  term  df  the  session  pf  Con- 
gress, by  law.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  ob- 
jection which  was  taken  by  President  Jaeksen  la 
the  bill  which  passed  during  his  adminialratieB 
was  valid — that  we  could  not  fix  the  time  of  sd- 
joumment  by  law;  but  we  can  fix  it b^a  joint  rob 
of  the  two  Honses,  subject  to  the  disapproval  of 
either  House.-  If  we  adopt  a  joint  rule  flxiw  the 
time  of  adjournment  on  the  firal  Monday  in  May, 
we  shall  then  come  here  with  reference  to  adjoara- 
ing  at  that  time.  We  shall  arrange  our  buiaiDsas 
for  that  adjournment. 

The  day  will  be  fixed  during  the  whole  acasion, 
nntess  there  are  apecial  reasons  at  the  end  of  the 
session  for  ehanging  iU  and  it  is  not  probable  that 
it  would  be  changM  by  a  vote  of  eitlter  Home, 
unless  some  emergency  aroae  at  the  time  render- 
ing it  abaohitely  necessary  to  prolong  it.  In  saeh 
a  case  the  power  ought  to  exist. 

If  there  should  be  an  emergency,  aome  sters 
necessity  arising  just  at  the  end  of  the  long  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  requiring  the  prolongalioa 
of  the  session,  of  course  it  would  be  madeiongtr 
in  order  toeovef  that  necessity;  Init  anleas  such 
an  emergency  did  arise,  it  is  evident  that  ws 
should  Bdjoum  on  the  day  filled  by  the  joint  rule 
of  the  two  House*.  t 

Looking,  therefore,  at  the  two  propoaitioas 
together,  it  will  amount  t«  this:  We  shall  metf 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and  the  first  sst- 
sion  will  adjouni  on  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
and  the  second  session  on  the  4th  of  March. 
That  would  moke  the  short  Ssssion  about  five 
months  long,  and  the  long  session  about  seven 
months,  which  would  be  less  than  we  now  hate. 

My  object  is  to  shorten  the  session,  and  at- the 
same  time  do  Ihe  public  business.'  I  believe  we 
can  accomplish  much  more  by  this  arfangcment 
than  we  can  do  now  by  meeting  three  months  at 
one  seesion,  and  nine  montha  at  another  session, 
and  then  we  avoid  the  hot  weather  of  the  summer 
mtmtbs  by  it.  I  bring  4nf  arard  the  propositioa 
for  the  purpose  of  inviting  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  it.  Whatever  disposition  is  mode  of  it 
of  course  will  be  acceptable  to  me.  If  another 
day  than  the  first  Monday  of  Otstober  suits  Ihe 
Senate  better,  I  shall  be  entirety  willing  to  ae- 
quies<:e  in  it,  although  I  think  the  firat  Alonday 
in  October  will  be  the  best  time. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  1  ask  the  Senator  fron 
Illinois,  what  he  supposes  wi>uld  be  tha  effiKt  of 
the  joint  rule,  in  relation  to  the  time  of  adjoon- 
ment,  in  the  event,  at  some  future  Congreai,  of 
one  House  passing  a  resolution  changing  the  day 
of  adjournment,  and  the  other  House  not  recen- 
ing  it.' 

Mr.  DOUOLAS.  Of  eeuise  it  wonld  stand 
precisely  then  as  if  there  were  no  joint  rule  of  the 
two  Houses  to  that  eSleet.  The  two  H  ou  acs  mast 
concur  in  such  a  case  in  another  day  of  adjoom- 
ment,  or,  in  the  event  of  their  diaagreeing,  the 
time  must  be  determined  by  the  President. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  shall  vote  for  the  anMsdmest 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  then,  if  that 
succeeds,  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  consideration  that  I  am  of  opinion  thai 
as  much  public  business  is  dons  at  the  abort  rs- 
sion  as  at  the  long  session,  the  convenience  of  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  repre- 
sent, ie  a  matter  wliioh  will  control  mjr  vote  on 
this  question.  We  elect  our  Representativiea  vpoi 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  in  reference  to  the 
meeting  of  Conmas  as  fixed  by  low  at  tbia  lime, 
and  aa  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  oar 
Constitution.  * 

Ths  eflTect  of  this  law  would  be  to  deprive  Mis- 
sissippi of  her  representation  In  tbe  otbar  bruek 
of  Congress  entirely  until  some  two  montfca  after 
the  tsro  Houses  met.  Thin  would. plaea  bar  in 
Bueh  a  condition  that  her  RcpresentatiTen  wvM 
have  no  chance  to  be  put  upon  tbe  commiticc*  of 
the  other  I  loose.  It  would  be  efiTeotiiaHy  disAaa- 
chising  her  in  the  other  branch  of  Congrcas,  or 
forcing  her  to^change  her  constiution  no  as  to 
bring  on  the  election  at  an  earlier  day.  Her  people 
have  not  thought  proper  to  do  ao,  ««4  1  ntoalil 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1489 


nolfM  aadiarized  to  voMfor.briagiag^oD  tbeiaa* 
■ion  t>r  Congress  a  month  befor*  the  election  of 
her  members  for  that  Congress. 

But  1  am  convinced  that,  by  meeting  on  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  no  more  business  wii)  be  done 
ia  five  months  than  is  itsw  done  in  three.  We  do 
no  more  in  the  nine  months  of  the  long  session 
thMi  we  do  in  the,  three  months  of  the  short  ses< 
■ion.  If  we  •houtd  fix  the  time  now  to  adjourn 
iit  the  middle  of  Julyi  we  should  do  as  mueh, 
socording  to  my  obsenration,  as  we  should  by 
sitting  to  the  first  of  September.  Until  the  time 
of  adjottmment  is  ^ed,  somehow  or  otber'-no- 
body  is  disposed  to  delay,  bat  we  do  nothing 
until  the  last  days  of  the  session. 

I  do  not  think  any  practical  effect  would  r^ult 
to  the  country  from  the  change  proposed  by  the 
bill,  but  great  ineonvenieDce  would  result  to  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,: 
as  well  as  to  other  Slates.  There  at«  others  in 
which  their  Representatives  are  not  elected  in  time 
to  meet  on  (hk  first  Monday  in  October.  They 
would,  therefore,  be  required  to  change  their  con- 
■titutiona,  or  they  wouul  in  effect  he  disfranchised 
in  the  other  branch  of  Congress  for  som*  time 
•fUr  its  meeting. . 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  I  supposed  that  this  bill 
were  calculated  to  equalize  the  sessioDS  of  Con- 
gress and  produce  an  earlier  adjoumment,  I  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  it;  but  it  seems  tome  it  does 
not  meet  the  source  of  the  evil.  By  the  bill  you 
propose  to  extend  the  length  of  the  short  sessions, 
iMit  it  would  never  curtail  your  long  ses^ons. 

As  to  the  idea  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Illinois  to  pass  a  joint  rule  providing  that  Con- 
gress shall  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
at  the  long  session,  such  a  rule  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory,  if  either  House  were  to  diflfer  from  it. 
1  do  not  suppose  that  it  would  have  any  practical 
eiTeet  at  all;  but  my  objection  to  it  would  be  that 
the  Constitution  evidently  intends,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  businesa  to  be  transacted  implies  ii — 
that  each  Congress  shall  determine  the  time  of  ad- 
joumment for  itself.  The'public  business  of  each 
Congress  may'differ,  and  the  subject  is  evidently 
left,  m  ni^mind,  to  each  to  determine  for  iiself 
when  it  snill  adjourn.  I  do  not  think  it  is  prop- 
erly a  subject  for  a  joint  rule  by  a  preceding  Con- 
gress at  all.   I  object  to  it,  therefore,  on  principle. 

But  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  any  practical 
■  effect;  because  on  the  terms  of  any  such  rule,  or  of 
any  law  which  should  be  passed,  either  House  of 
Congress,  without  assigning^  any  reason,  could 
refuse  to  adjourn  on  the  day  fixed,  and  Congress 
then  would-  not  stand  adjourned  on  that  day. 
There  is  no  power  by  which  you  could  impose  any 
obligatory  terms  upon  them  to  stand  adjourned, 
if  either  House  chose  to  dissent  from  it. 

1  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  the  object  of 
•qualizing  the  sessions  would  be  accomplished  by 
this  bill,  i  believe,  however,  you  may  accom-^ 
plish  that  object.  1  believe  you  may  reach  the  re- 
sult of  diminishing  the  length  of-  time  during  which 
Coneress  may  continue  in  session.  1  believe  you 
can  do  it  in  but  one  way,  and  that  is  by  changing 
your  per  diem  compensation  into  an  annual  salary. 

Do  that,  and  Congress  will  not  sit  beyond  the 
first  Monday  in  May.  Do'that,  and  all  the  public 
business  will  be  transacted  as  well  in  three  months 
as  it  would  be  in  a  session  of  five  months,  or  as  it 
is  now  done  in  your  sessions  of  nine  months  and 
ifaree  months.  You  will  have  to  do  that  before 
you  reach  this  evil  connected  with  the  prolonging 
of  the  sessions  of  Congress.  You  may,  by-this 
bill,  in  this  way,  lengthen  the  short  session,  but 
you  would  find  that  in  the  long  session,  you 
would  not  adjourn  by  the  middle  of  July,  and  it 
would  gradually  creep  up  as  it  has  been  in  formA 
times,  until  you  would  get  into  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, which  has  been  the  ordinary  time  of  ad- 
journment for  several  sessions  past.  As  long  as 
the  per  diem  compensation  exists,  which  is  the 
source  of  the  evil,  you  will  find  that  you  cannot 
shorten  the  session  of  Congress,  but  there  will  be 
an  eternal  tendency  to  prorong  it. 

There  will  be  no  difficulty  about  it  if  the  per 
diem  is  ehs:nged  into  an  annual  compensation. 
Interest— I  speak  of  the  masses,  not  of  individ- 
uals— twtftbe  other  way;  and  the  object  will  then 
be  to  transact  the  business  and  go  home.  There- 
fore, it  being  the  interest  of  members  of  Congress 
U>  do  that,  aeeordine  to  all  reasonable  inferences 
of  human  action,  tney  will  necessarily  do  the 
bastBssa  Moaar.    I  httn  no  doubt  of  the  capacity 


of  Congrese  to  transact  aH  its  busincas  within  a 
far  less  period  of  time  than  it  does  now.  There 
are  a  great  variety  of  ways  in  which  the  sessions 
of  Congress  might  beshortened,if  ^at  rule  were 
adopted  ■•  to  the  compensation  of  members,  and 
it  is  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  accomplish  it. 

A  much  higher  rsault  which  would  be  derived 
from  that,  independent  altogether  of  shortening 
the  sessions  of  Con^ss,  would  be  that  in  order 
CO  shorten  them,  all  the  mass  of  private  claims 
which  are  foolishly  heard  here— probably  foolishly 
is  a  strong  term,  but  certainly  not  properly  inves- 
tigated here — would,  by  a  general  law,  be  placed 
before  a  proper  tribunal  by  which  justice  would 
be  done  to  sll  properlv  and  speedily,  and  Con- 
gress would  disburden  itself  of  a  class  of  business 
which  it  is  incompetent  to  investigate  and  decide 
upon. 

You  would  accomplish,  therefore,  in  my  judg- 
mrent,  an  immense  beriefit  to  the  country,  ind«> 
pendent  of  shortening  theseasiona,  for,  in  order  to 
shorten  them,  a -vast  amount  of  cases  which  are 
kept  Up  here,  and  which  otherwise  would  not  be 
kept  op,  wouM  be  transferred  to  another  tribunal, 
where  the  public  and  the  individual  would  be  rep- 
resented, and  where  there  would  be  notice  and 
publicity  in  regard  to  the  case,  and  something  like 
evidence  would  be  received.  I  think  you  can 
reach  that  lesult;  i  do  not  think  you  will  reach  it, 
by  eslaUishiag  such  a  tribunal,  until  you  do  abol- 
ish the  pet  diem  compensation.  Unless  that  be 
done,  I  do  not  believe  the  result  will  be  reached, 
bnt  when  it  is  done,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  effect 
win  follow,  becaoee,  in  point  of  fact,  the  period 
of  time  which  we  occupy  in  matters  really  of  pub- 
lic importance — 1  do  not  speak  of  private  bills 
merely — is  but  liult  indeed. 

My  own  belief  is  that  Congrsss  would  transact 
all  its  business  in  three  mouths  in  each  year  under 
the  system  of  annual  compensation  to  iis  mem- 
bers; and  it  would  get.  rid  ofa  vast  moss  of  busi- 
ness which  is  not  proper  to  it;  and  what  is  proper 
to  it  would  be  done  far  better  than  it  is  now  done. 
It  is  true  we  might  not  have  the  same  lenghty 
speeches  made  that  arenow  made;  it  is  true  that 
we  might  not  have  a  political  excitement  in  every 
Congress  but  I  thinlc  the  genersl  interests  of  the 
country  would  be  subserved  by  that  course  of  ac- 
tion. I  hope  that  at  some  day,  at  all  events. 
Congress  will  adopt  the  principle  of  annual  com- 
pensation. I  am  very  sure,  in  reference  to  the 
particular  matter  now  before  you,  the  sesaaons 
will  never  be  shortened  until  that  principle  i* 
adopted. 

Mr.  FOOT.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
will  consent  to  the  postponement  of  this  question 
until  to-morrow,  in  order  that  the  Senate  may  now 
proceed  to  the  oonsideration  of  the  special  order, 
which  is  the  bill  returned  to  the  Senate  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  bis  objec- 
tions. 

M«.  DOUGLAS.  If  it  ia  the  desire  to  so  on 
with  the  special  order,  I  have  no  objection  tolettifig 
this  go  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly postponed  until  to-morrow. 

INDIGENT  LNSANE  BILL  VETO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reconsideration  of  the 
bill  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  of  t^  Union  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent 
insime  persona  Which  had  been  returned  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  his  objectiona- 

Mr.  SEWARD  addressed  the  Senate  for  more 
than  an  hoar  in  support  of  ths  bill,  and  in  reply 
to  thaolqeolions  made  thereto  bv  the  President. 
His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  XXiAY.  1  wish  to  address  the  Senate  on 
thie  siimect. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
Giom  Alabama  will  give  way,  I  will  move  to 
postpone  the  further  aeneideration  of  this  subject, 
with  a  view  to  an  Executive  session. 

Mr.  CLAYr  I  am  willing  to  accommodate 
myself  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.SESASTIAN.  Then  I  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  before  the 
Senate  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ISSVB  or  A  REGISTER. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  If  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas will  defer  his  motion  for  an  Executive  ses- 
sion, I  should  Kke  to  make  a  report  from  the 
OonMuittee  oo  Commereet    That  eommittee  hav* 


instrueted  me,  upon  the  petition  of  Charles  Par- 
sons, to  report  a  bill  '■  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  the  brig  Amelia  by  the  name  of  Abby 
Frances;"  and  I  wish  to  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  put  the  bill  on  its  paasogs 
now.  1  will  say.  in  a  word,  that  this  is  a  foreign 
vessel  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  add  repairs 
equivalent  to  three  fourtna  of  the  valuation  of  the 
vessel.  The  general  law  provides  for  issuing  an 
American  register  under  those  circumstances 
where  a  vessd  has  been  wrcck,ed.  This  case  does 
not  come  within  the  lettor,  though  it  does  come 
within  the  spirit  of  the  law.  The  vessel  is  a  for- 
eign vessel,  requiring  repairs  to  theextent  of  three 
fourth*  its  value,  although  it  ha*  not  been  wrecked. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  authorize  a  register 
to  be  issued,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,^for  the  Russian-built  brig  named,  if 
it  shall  be  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  cost 
of  repairs  made  in  the  United  States  since  its  pur- 
chase, is  equal  to  three  fourths  of  the  value  of  the 
vessel  at  the  time  of  the  repairs. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senato  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COMPENSATION  OP  PENSION  AGENTS. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  hope  the  Senau  will  allow  me — 
I  am  sure  my  friend  from  Arkansas  will  not  object 
to  ii — to  call  up  the  bill  which  has  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  *'  making 
provision  to  compensate  agents  for  paying  pen- 
sions, and  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of 
settling  their  accounts."  It  is  to  compensate  a 
class  of  pension  agcnta  who  served  the  public  for 
a  long  time  without  aiiy  remuneration  whatever. 
I  am  sure  there  is  no  Sviator  who  haa  heard  of 
the  subject,  that  is  not  fully  convinced  this  ia  an 
act  of  justice.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  taken  up 
and  passed  now.  I  owre  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  its  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  second  lime,  luid  eonaidered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  auihorizea  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
make  suitable  compensation  to  agents  for  paying 
pensions,  (in  no  case  exceeding  three  per  cenium 
on  the  amount  of  moneys  annually  disbursed  by 
each  agent,)  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated 
for  the  payment  ofrevolutionary  pensioners.  Thia 
compensation  is  to  be  in  full  for  all  services  and 
contingent  ex|ienses  of  the  agency,  except  for 
books,  printing,  and  stationery.  The  anlount  al- 
lowed to  any  one  agent  is  not  to  exceed  |1,SOO  a 
year.  Elach  agent  is  to  state  his  account  quarterly 
and  transmit  it  to  the  proper  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasury  for  settlemeni,{and  a  duplicate  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions.  He  is  also  to  trana- 
mit  semi-annually  to  the  Commissioner  the  namea 
of  all  pensioners  on  the  lists  in  his  agency  at  the 
commencement  of  each  half  year,  (o  whom  he  is 
liable  to  ntake  payments,  the  names  of  such  pen- 
sioners as  have  been  inscribed  on  the  lists,  or 
transferred  to  his  agency  during  that  time,  and  ih« 
namea  of  those  he  has  paid,  those  who  have  died, 
those  whose  pensions  have  terminated,  those  who 
have  not  demanded  their  pensions  for  fourteen 
months,  those  who  have  been  transferred  to  other 
agencies,  and  the  names  of  the  female  pensioners 
who  have  married. 

The  Secretary  of  ths  Interior  is  to  regulate  the 
remittances  of  funds  to  the  agent*  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensioner^  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
times  as  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  balance* 
in  their  hands. 

It  further  provides  that  the  provisions  maUe  by 
the  bill  for  the  compensation  of  pension  agent* 
shall  be  extended  to  those  persons  who  served  as 
pension  agents  prior  to  February  20,  1847,  and 
Bubeequent  to  April  20, 1836,  when  no  compensa- 
tion was  provided  by  law  for  such  services. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  reported  this  bill,  whether  there 
]»  really  any  necessity  for  it?  whether  there  is  not 
an  existing  provision  of  law  for  the  compensation 
of  pension  agents? 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  There  is  a  system  of  pay- 
ment now  in  operation.  This  bill  regulates  that 
system  according  to  ths  recommendations  of  the 
Department;  and  it  also  provides  for  payment  to 
those  pension  agents  who  performed  the  duties  for 
a  number  of  years  without  any  coropenMUioa. 
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The  bill  itself  slates  distinctly  on  its  files  what  ia 
to  be  ilB  operation, 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hope  this  bill  will  not  be 
passed.  1  take  it  that  the  provision  in  the  last 
section  of  the  bill  will  allow  compensation  foir 
alleged  services  rendered  twenty  years  ago.  Often- 
times, I  know,  officers  of  banks  indiffereat  Slates 
took  upon  themselves  the  duty  of  paying  these 
pensions  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  deposits  in 
their  bonks  of  the  money  for  that  purpose.  They 
took  the  office  wiihoot  compensation,  with  that 
anderstaadJBg  for  their  own  advantage.  Now,  it 
is  profiosed  to  go  back  and  pay  people  who  ren- 
dered service  in  that  way  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years  ago.  It  docs  seem  to  me  that  it  is  one  of 
ui«  moat  unreasooabl*  and  unnecessary  wastes  of 
the  public  money  which  could  possibly  be  con- 
ceived of.  The  fourth  section  or  the  bill,  if  i  un- 
derstand it,  provides  for  payment  to  all  persons 
who  served  as  pension  agents  before  1847,  and 
who  were  not  compensated.  If  that  be  the  pro- 
vision, we  may  havs  to  go  back  forty  years  per- 
haps, and  ws  may  have  accounts  renosred  under 
that  provision  to  the  extent  of  how  many  millions 
we  can  have  no  knowledge. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  biU  wiU  be  laid 
over,  so  that  we  can  look  into  it. 

Mr.  SHI  ELDS.  There  is  a  report  accompany- 
ing the  bill  which  explains  the  whole  matter.  I 
do  not  take  any  particular  interest  in  it,  but  I  hope 
the  bill  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  interest  which  I  ftel  in  it  is, 
that  there  is  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  whowasa 
faithful  officer  of  the  ,Qovemment,  and  acted  in 
this  capacity  for  a  number  of  years  without  any 
compensation.  He  is  not,  and  never  was  a  poli- 
tical friend  of  mine;  but  I  should  like  to  see  him 
paid  for  his  services.  If  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
will  look  at  the  bill,  he  will  find  that  the  provision 
about  which  I  feet  most  concern,  goes  back  only 
to  1836.  I  do  not  distinctly  perceive  whether  it 
includes  the  deposit  banks  or  officers  of  thov 
banks  who  assumed  the  duties  of  payir^  pension- 
ers in  place  of  the  old  United  States  Bank.  Its 
benefits  are  intended  for  a  class*  of  agents  who 
were  appointed  in  different  ports  of  the  country, 
eepeeially  where  there  were  no  deposit  banks, 
when  the  United  States  Bonk  went  down,  and  the 
pension  moneys  were  withdrawn  from  that  insti- 
tution, lliose  men  actually  served  for  a  number 
of  years  without  the  slightest  com|>ensation  what- 
ever. I  always  attributed  it  to  the  difficulty  which 
the  party  then  in  power  felt  in  making  compensa- 
tion to  Ijiese  agents,  because  it  had  been  alleged 
and  argued  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  United 
Stales  £ink ,  that  that  institution  acted  as  the  agent 
of  the  Qovemment  in  every  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, without  any  extra  compensation,  and  they 
did  not  wish  to  create  any  feeling  in  favor  of  that 
institution. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  The  Senator  wilt  find  that  this 
bill  covers  banks  as  well  as  individuals. 

Mr.  BELL.  If  it  be  proposed  to  pay  the  de- 
posit banks  subsequent  to  1836  for  disbursing 
these  moneys,  from  the  use  of  which  they  derived 
large  profits,  I  should  wish  to  have  that  portion 
of  the  bill  stricken  out,  because  they  were  amply 
oompenkated  for  any  duties  of  that  description  by 
the  advantage  which  they  received  from  the  Qov- 
emment deposits.  But  in  Nashville,  where  there 
was  a  deposit  bank,  I  know  that  bank  did  not 
act  as  pension  agent,  but  there  was  a  distinct 
agent,  to  my  recollection,  from  that  time  forward, 
and  he  conllnaed  to  labor  on  without  compensa- 
tion under  the  assurance  whi<^  he  receivea  from 
tinie  to  time,  that  by-«nd-by  the  Government 
would,  see  that  he  was  paid.  He  wu  a  very  faith- 
ftil  mon — ^my 'colleague  knows  him  very  well — 
Mr.  Joel  L.  Smith.  As  I  have  already  stated,  I 
considered  that  the  point  of  difficulty  with  the 
then  Administration  in  not  coming  forward  and 
proposing  to  give  compensation  to  these  agents, 
was  that  it  had  been  an  argument  in  favor  of  up- 
holding the  old  United  States  Bank,  that  there  was 
•  vastamount  of  service  rsndered  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  disbursement  of  the  pabUc  moneys, 
and  the  payment  of  pensions  in  every  portion  of 
the  Union,  without  any  extra  compensation  from 
the  Government — that  they  did  it  merely  in  virtue 
of  being  the  depositaries  under  the  Unitsd  Slates 
Bank  law  of  the  public  moneys,  and  considered 
the  circamatance  of  holding  the  public  anonaya  in 
their  vaolla,  oa  sufficient  compensation  for  the 
ssrrioM  ef  Iha  clerka,  and  officen  tmplayed  by 


them  for  the  Government  businea*.  New,  sir, 
what  can  be  more  equitable  and  Just,  than  to  co 
to  183<i,  and  make  compensation  to  the  agents  wna 
were  employed  to  pay  pensions  after  ths  United 
Stales  Bank  wentdewn.  1  do  not  care  for  pay  idg 
any  of  the  bonks. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  report  give*  the  law  and 
the  whole  facta  of  the  cose.  From  Ae  report,  it 
apipeors  that  on  the  90th  of  April,  1836,  Coiigrcee 
repealed  the  law  which  authorized  the  BaM  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  pair  peneioae,  and  at  the 
same  time  enacted  that  oil  such  payiaenta  should 
thercofter  bs  mode  by  sueh  pereooe  or  corpora- 
tions as  the  Seeretary  of  War  m%ht  direct,  and 
that  no  compenaation  or  allowance  should  be 
made  for  such  service.  %on  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  report  soys,  many  of  the  pension 
agenu  tendered  their  resignations,  but  were  in- 
duced to  withdraw  them  on  the  assurance  that 
Congress  would  speedily' compeneate  them  for 
their  servieee.  Numerous  efibrte  were  made  from 
time  to  time  to  fix  their  compensation,  but  nothing 
vras  done  ia  the  matter  until  February  HO,  1847, 
aii4  then  o  general  law  was  posssd,  and  they  have 
reeeived  compensation  according  to  its  termasver 
since.  There  is,  therefore,  but  a  short  period  to 
which  the  provisions  of  the  last  section  of  the  bill 
will  apply.  But  after  all,  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  is  oorrsct  in  one  particular,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  belter  to  ineert  a  provisioa  that  that 
section  should  not  apply  to  bonks.  It  was  not 
intended  to  include  thera;  but  in  order  to  avoid 
all  difficulty,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  as  well  to 
ineert  an  amendment  of  this  Dature: 

Pmiiti,  Tbat  no  eompeinMioii  iliall  be  tlh»re4  wh<M 
bsnki  acwil  u  racb  sgenu. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  wiah  to  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tenoessse  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
thot  they  had  better  give  us  a  little  time  to  exam- 
ine this  subject.  The  amendment  snggeeted  by 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  will  not  reach  the  evil, 
because  in  old  limee  there  was  o  lei^nical  dis- 
crimination taken  in  the  departmeots  between 
private  bonkere  and  incorporated  bonka.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  would  reach  iaeorpo- 
roted  bonks  but  would  still  leove  private  banker*, 
who  bad  all  the  benefit  of  the  deposits,  to  charge 
a  commission. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Frequently  aa  officer  of  the 
bonk  woe  made  an  agent,  and  not  the  bcmk  iuelf. 

Mr.  BELL.  If  the  bill  be  postponed,  will  the 
Senator  from  Yiiginia  agree  to  take  it  ap  on  seme 
morning? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  only  ask  a  day  or  two  to 
look  into  it,  and  when  I  have  examined  it,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  take  it  up  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  the  Senate  wBI 
dispose  of  this  bill  now.  It  strikes  me  as  being 
eininently  just  and  proper  to  be  passed;  but  in 
order  to  obviate  the  objection  raised  by  gentlemen, 
as  reepects  the  compensation  to  be  aflowed  to  the 
bonke  who  aetcd  as  agents,  I  wiU  ntovethis 
amendmenti 

ProvUtd,  That  no  paymeal  be  sllnwtd,  airier  lb?  pio- 
vtaioiw  of  iliU  aci,  lo  any  bank  or  book  oflesr,  sgsai,  or 
alioriwy. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  would  not  reach  the 
case,  which  I  suggested,  of  an  unincorporated  bank 
or  a  private  banker. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  Then  I  will  agree  to 
add  to  my  amendment  the  words  of  the  honor- 
able Senator:  "  unincorporated  bank  or  private 
boitker."  I  wiH  take  it  as  a  Aivor,  if  the  Senate 
will  pass  the  bill  now. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  aaked  to  have  the  bill  post- 
poned, but  now  I  move  that  it  lie  en  lbs  table. 

Mr.  BELL.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  poet- 
pone  it?  ^ 

Mr.  STUART.  If  it  be  ordered  to  li^on  (be 
table,  it  can  be  token  up  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BELL.    Very  well. 

The  motion  was  sgrsed  lo. 

URBAN  STOLL.   . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Urban  Stoll  was  read  a 
second  time,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte 
riorto  pay  to  Stoll,  now  a  pensioner  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  equal  to  seventT-lwo  dollars  per 
oattum,  ft«s»  July  4, 1845,  to  the  time  when  hie 
present  pension  was  allowed. 

Stoll,  who  was  a  eoUUcr  of  the  reeular  Armv, 
and  eervod  foithlblljr  and  with  dislinotian.in  tne 


Florida  war,  and  woa  disohlsd  byo 
in  the  thwh,  in  the  battle  of  Whitioeimchae.  is 
July,  1845,  made  applicotion  lo  the  PansioaOfie* 
for  an  invalid  pension,  and  forwarded  to  the  office 
oertMcotes  of  Captain  Draae  and  Snrgeoo  Abadis, 
showing  his  senicee  and  disability.  Haotiog 
nothiiig  from  his  appliealioD,  be  went  in  ysieuo 
to  the  oike,  and  wae  lolbrmed  tbat  no  mask  papets 
■a  thoee  he  had  forwarded  could  be  found,  and 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  ecad  dapii- 
eates,  and  makeo  new  application.  Owing  to  the 
distant  aervioe  and  eircimistainsn  of  hia  former 
ofioera,  he  was  not  aUe  to  obtain  doplicatea  until 
within  this  year,  when,  upon  a  (eitxuninalion  of 
his  case  by  a  ro^ieal  board,  he  was  placed  on  the 
peneion  mile,  at  the  rate  of  eix  doUain  per  raoalh. 
He  claims  that  fas  was  deprived  of  bin  psneinn,  to 
which  the  laie  action  of  the  Pension  Bnrsan  proves 
he  was  entitled,  by  the  oareieeaneM  of  the  clerks 
or  employees  of  the  office,  in  1845,  and  from  that 
vear  to  the  present  time.  The  £M:t  of  bin  popcn 
having  then  been  duly  forwarded  in  1846,  is 
proved  by  affidavit  of  Jobn  Hammond,  accompa- 
nying the  papers,  and  that  upon  Ibose  papers,  if 
properly  examined,  ha  would  hove  been  allowed 
a  pension,  is  proved  by  the  recent  action  of  the 
Pension  Office. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  (he  Semis  "witfaaot 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
leading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passsd. 

RETBRKNCB  OP  HOI78a  BtLUI. 

The  bill  fromthe  House  of  Repreeentattras  lor 
the  relief  of  Henry  Lewis,  of  Cbnton  county,  In- 
diana, wab  read  a  first  and  aecond  lime  by  iu  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  House  bill,  to  authorize  the  Prenrdeflt  to 
csuse  to  be  surveyed  the  tract  of  land  in  the  Ter' 
ritory  of  Minnesota,  belonging  to  the  half  breeds, 
or  nuxed  bloods  of  the  Dseolah  or  Sioux  nation 
of  Indians,  ond  for  othsr  purpoMs,  was  read  s 
first  ond  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affoira. 

The  following  House  bills  were  read  twice  by 
their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Commtlleeon  Pob- 
lie  Lands; 

Bill  to  sstablish  the  ollecs  of  snrvew  general 
of  New  Mexieo)  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  to  grant 
donations  to  actuol  settlers  therein,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

Bill  to  extend  the  right  of  prsSmptiott  over  on- 
surveyed  lands  in  Minnesota,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and 

Bill  to  amend  die  act  approved  Septeniber  97, 
1860,  to  create  the  office  of  sarveyor  genend  of 
the  public  lands  in  Oregon  ,'&c;  ana,  also,  the  act 
amendatory  thereof,  approved  February  19, 1853. 

The  following  House  bills  were  read  twice  by 
their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary  Affairs: 

Bill  lo  provide  for  the  continuation  of  a  inilitary 
.road  from  Myrtle  Creek  to  Scotisburgh.  in  Ore- 
gon; 

Bill  to  anthorizc  the  Seeretary  of  War  to  aetde 
and  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  Rogue  River  Indian 
war; 

BiH  to  provide  for  the  constmetion  of  a  military 
rood  in  the  Territory  of  Utah; 

Bill  to  refund  to  the  Territory  of  Utah  the  ez- 
penaee  incurred  by  said  Territory  in  sapprcsstag 
Indian  hostilities;  and 

Bill  for  ths  payment  of  the  civil  officen  em- 
ployed in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  while 
under  military  government. 

The  House  bill  lo  increase  &e  salaries  of  tb* 
Executive  ond  judiciary  officers  in  On^on,  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Minneaola,  and 
House  bill  making  appi-opriatione  to  dsfray  the 
expenses  of  the  Cayuse  war,  were  eeverally  reed 
twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Comaaitue 
on  Territories. 

BxectrnVE  skbsioit. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded lo  the  consideration  of  Executive  businesa; 
and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reoponed,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  busineaa  first  in  order 
U  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Oeor- 
gia  [Mr.  Hillter]  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  a  bill  "  to  change  the  day 
tor  the  annual  assembling  of  Congress." 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL,  by  permission  of  the 
House,  then  made  a  personal  explanation,  grow- 
ing out  of  a  speech  made  by  Senator  Bell,  in 
reference  to  the  Nebraska  question.  [The  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.} 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  proceeded.  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  the  course  of  my  five  years'  service  1  have 
never  before  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
make  any  personal  explanation.  Grievances  of 
a  purely  personal  nature  have  always  seemed  to 
ma  better  settled  outside  this  Hall.  But,  sir,  I  am 
induced  this  morning  to  change  mjr  usual  policy, 
because  there  is,  perhaps,  a  pertinency  in  my 
doing  so  just  now,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
having  brought  before  the  House  matters  con- 
nected with  his  speech  on  the- Nebraska  question. 

I  shall  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  some 
remarks  personal  to  me,  which  purport  to  have 
1>een  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Chcrchwell,]  upon  this  floor,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Nebraska  bill.  It  is  with  great 
regret  that  I  feel  it  necessary  to  advert  now  to  any 
of  the  occurrences  which  took  place  during  that 
memorable  struggle.  So  far  as  any  personal  dif- 
ficulty which  I  may  have  been  connected  with 
during  that  struggle  is  concerned — I  am  very  hap- 
py to  say  to  the  House  that  I  had  only  one — to 
use  the  stereotyped  expression, "  which  has  been 
amicably  adjusted  on  terms,  I  believe,  entirely  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  of  both  parties  1"  [Laugh- 
terj 

But  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat. 
I  find  that  I  am  alluded  to  in  that  speech  as  an 
"  Abolitionist. ' '  Now,  sir,  1  listened  to  that  speech 
with  great  attention,  and  I  did  not  hear  my  name 
mentioned  at  all .  I  will  read  the  extract,  and  then 
I  will  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  whether  he 
uttered  these  remarks  upon  the  floor  of  the  House, 
or  whether  he  followed  the  somewhat  usual  cus- 
tom in  the  House,  and  inserted  them  in  revising 
the  notes  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  his  arga- 
ment?    He  says: 

■<  So,  it  will  be  Men  Iv  Ibis  vote,  thai  both  the  Whi(  Sena- 
tore  from  Tennenee  [Hears.  Jo«»  end  Bell]  voted  for 
the  repeal,  while  four  of  my  colleecues  [Messrs.  Cdllom, 
ETHBRiDai,  Tatlob,  aad  Boool  In  this  end  of  the  Capitol 
are  ft>und  voting  with  aueb  AboHlioDisu  as  Grosiiisg  and 
OAtcrsELi.,  and  with  the  Free-SoUen,  against  IL  " 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  Task  thegentleman  whether 
he  uttered  this  language  upon  the  floor  of  Uie 
House  or  not? 

Mr.  CHURCHWBLL.  Myreeolleetiondoea 
not  serve  me  whether  I  used  those  words  in  the 
Hall  or  not;  but  I  am  responsible  for  them. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  no  doubt 
the  gentleman  is  responsible.  I  have  no  qhestion 
of  his  responsibility  at  all.  The  interrogatory  I 
propounded  was  this:  Did  you  utter  that  language 
on  this  floor  )  The  gentleman  evades  the  ques- 
tion, and  says  he  is  responsible. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  WiU  the  genUeman 
yield  me  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Not  unless  the  gentleman 
can  answer  my  question.  That  is  the  purpose  I 
am  driving  at. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Then  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  answer  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Smitb]  tells  me  that  he  heard  me  use  the  language 
referred  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  have  to  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  gentleman  luui  done  me  injustice,  and 
thereby,  I  thmk,  he  has  done  injustice  to  his  col- 
leagues. 1  do  not  caire  what  position  the  gentle- 
man may  give  me  where  his  speech  will  be  ohxu- 
lated.  I  care  but  little  for  the  name,  whether  the 
gentleman  calls  mean  Abolitionist  or  Free-Soiler,  I 
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Whig  or  Democrat,  in  Tennessee.  1  have  always 
avowed  here,  sir,  on  all  proper  occasions,  without 
fear,  I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  my  prin- 
ciples in  relation  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  and 
every  other  great  question  which  came  before  this 
House. 

And  I  have  this  to  say — and  1  say  it  in  connec- 
tion with  another  passa;|e  of  the  gentleman's 
speech,  to  which  1  will  call  his  attention  in  a  mo- 
ment— that  i  know  a  ver^  great  effort  was  made 
on  the  eve  of  the  last  presidential  election  to  brand 
the  supporters  of  General  Scott  as  Abolitionists 
throughout  the  South;  and  as  it  was  well  known 
that  the  gentleman's  colleague  [Mr.  CullomJ  and 
myself  united  in  his  support,  on  the  eve  of  that 
election  there  was  published  in  this  city,  in  the 
organ  of  the  Admmistration,  the  Union  news- 
paper, a  base  and  infamous  forgery  over  my  sig- 
nature, in  which  it  was  all^d  that  I  knew,  from 
private  conferences  with  General  Scott,  that,  if 
elected,  he  would  use  his  influence  to  repeal  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  I  know  that  that  document 
thus  published,  that  forgery  thus  issued  from  this 
city  and  that  press,  over  my  name,  was  circulated 
broadcast  throughout  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and 
I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
ZoLLicorrERl  whether  such  was  not  the  fact? 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER,  (in  his  seat.)  That  is 
triie. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  discovered  the  fact  but 
a  few  days  before  the  presidential  election,  at  my 
home  in  Ohio;  and  I  immediately  telegraphed  to 
all  the  leading  Whig  papers  in  the  South  that  the 
paper  was  a  forgery.  Among  other  gentlemen,  I 
think  that  I  telegraphed  to  the  genueman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Zollicoffbr.] 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER,  (in  hts  seat.)  That  is 
true. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Having  thus  created  the 
impression,  by  this  forged  document,  in  theSouth, 
that  I  am  an  Abolitionist,  the  gentleman  comes 
here  and  assumes  that  I  am  sudi,  and  classifies 
his  colleagues  with  me  in  order  that  they  might  be 
affected  by  it  in  Tennessee.  And  it  is  not  on  my 
own  account,  sir,  as  1  said  before,  that  I  make 
this  correction;  but  for  the  reason  that  I  am  un- 
willing any  friend  or  foe  of  mine  shall  have  in- 
justice done  him  by  means  of  this  kind,  if  I  can 
prevent  it. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  a  moment? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Of  course. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Ifl  mistook  the  gen- 
tleman's position,  I  presume  it  is  for  him  to  define 
now  what  his  position  really  is.  I  do  not  desire 
to  misrepresent  the  gentleman.  If  I  misunderstood 
him,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  where  the  misun- 
derstanding was.  I  judged  of  the  gentleman  by 
his  associations  on  this  floor,  and  l>y  his  votes; 
finding  him  always  voting  with  the  Abolitionists, 
1  think  I  had  a  nght  to  view  him  as  such. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. I  am  not  charging  that  he  has  made  a 
willful  misrepresentation;  but  1  am  charging  that 
by  these  statements,  and  by  this  particular  asso- 
ciation, he  has  done  gross  injustice  to  his  own 
colleagues.  Now,  sir,  my  antecedents  and  my 
principles  are  known  here,  and  you  may  call  them 
what  you  please. 

My  antecedents  are  these:  My  first  vote  was 
given  for  Henry^lay.  I  voted  for  him  always 
when  he  was  a  candidate,  and  used  all  my  ener- 
gies and  power,  and  not  a  little  money,  to  Secure 
a  triumph  for  him.  My  last  vote  upon  the  presi- 
dential question  was  given  for  General  Scott,  and 
in  the  meanwhile  I  never  voted  any -other  than  a 
Whig  ticket. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  gendeman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question?  Did  he  not  vote 
against  the  fugitive  slave  law? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Did  I  not  vote  against  the 
fugitive  slave  law?  To  be  sure  I  did,  and  so  did 
every  Whig  from  the  North  upon  this  floor,  except 
three.  I  might  say  in  relation  to  the  measures  of 
1850,  that  a  great  many  southern  men  voted 
against  the  admission  of  California.  I  now  come 
to  another  part  of  the  gentleman's  speech,  and  to 


which  1  wish  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  In  speaking  of  the  speech  of 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Cdllom]  upon  the  Nebraska 
bill,  and  of  those  who  had  congratulated  him,  ha 
says,  "  such  men  as  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  did  so. " 

I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague  [Mr.  Giddinos) 
whether,  at  the  time  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see  [Mr.  CrLLOMJ  made  his  speech  upon  the  Ne- 
braska bill,  he  did  come  up  and  congratulate  him? 

Mr.  OIODINGS.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  tha 
time  thegentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Citllom] 
made  his  speech,  otherwise  than  by  reports  in 
the  newspapers'.  At  the^ime  the  gentleman  made 
his  speech  upon  the  Nebraska  bill  I  was  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Did  you  congratulate  him 
by  telegraph  ? 

Mr.  GlDDINGS.  1  did  not.  Iknewnothias 
of  the  speech  till  sometime  afterwards,  and  could 
not  have  had  any  commanication  upon  the  sab- 
ject. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Again,  he  says  Gerrit 
Smith  congratulated  him.  1  would  ask  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  SMrrH] 
whether  he  came  ap  on  that  occasion  and  con- 
gratulated thegentleman  from  Tennessee? 

Mr.  SMITH.    I  did  not. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Itseems,then,  that  neither 
of  these  gentlemen  congratulated  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  Now  comes  the  point  to  which 
I  ask  the  gentleman's  particular  attention.  He 
ssjrs  that  "  Mr.  Campbell,  who  is  of  the  sams 
stripe  with  these  gentlemen,  did  congratulate  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,"  [Mr.  Culloh  ]  I 
sat  in  my  seat  closely  observing  and  listening  to 
the  debate  between  the  two  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Tennessee,  snd  I  never  heerd  a  syllable  of 
the  statement  which  the  gentleman  has  published. 
I  now  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  whether 
he  uttered  those  remarks  upon  the  floor  of  the 
House,  or  did  he  print  them  subsequently  in  his 
speech,  merely? 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  indeed  jealous  of  the  reputation  of  my 
honorable  colleague. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Not  at  all.  He  is  able  to 
take  care  of  that  himself. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  When  I  made  allu- 
sion to  the  fact  that  my  colleague  was  congratu- 
lated by  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North,  I  had  no 
ideaof  making  any  personal  allusion,  or  indulging 
in  any  peraonal  disrespect  to  the  eenlleman.  Nor 
did  I  know  before  that  the  gentleman  considered 
it  disrespectful  to  be  congratulated  by  such  men  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  My  object  was  to  show 
who  seemed  to  admire  most  (he  sentiments  uttered 
by  my  colleague.* 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  not  said  that  it  was. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  referred  to  these 
honorable  gentlemen  congratulating  my  colleague, 
because  they  were  the  most  prominent  men  on  that 
side  of  the  question.  I  believe  I  said,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, that  men  ofnuh  ttamp  as  Giooings,  of  Ohio, 
congratulated  him.  I  did  not  say  ht  (Giddimos) 
congratulated  him,  and  I  repeat  the  same  now. 
I  alluded  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  as  next  in  my  mind  upon  the  Abolition 
sideof  the  question.  I  referred  to  the  genUeman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos]  first.  I  now  accept 
the  correction,  bat  I  believed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  congratulated  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Chllom;]  it  mattera  not,  others  of 
the  same  stripe  did. 

Mr. CAMPBELL.  The  point  is,  did  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  say  uat  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHWBLL.  My  recollection  is 
that  I  did.    It  is  here  in  the  speech. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  ask  anything 
more  than  the  gentleman's  recollection. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  But  one  thing  more. 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  whether  he  con- 
sidera  himself  an  Abolitionist  or  not  ?  Did  he  not 
say  in  a  speech  made  by  him  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  "  7%a(  if  a  (ate  were  pasted  rtapecUng  ik« 
fugitive  slave  (ate,  Oenend  Scott,  \f  elected  to  lie 
Presidency,  wovid  not  veto  it  J" 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  shall  not 
find  me  either  evading  any  question  that  he  pro- 
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pounds,  or  going  afUrworda  and  inierting  in  my 
printed  speech  any  other  remarks  than  those 
which  I  aciuolly  make  use  of  when  thus  inter- 
rogated. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Nor  will  the  gentle- 
man find  any  remarks  in  my  speech  for  which  1 
will  not  hold  myself  responsible. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  That  is  another  thing;  1 
mm  not  questioning  the  gendeman's  reaponsibiliiv 
at  all.  It  was  aa  to  a  matter  of  fact  that  I  inqairea. 
Did  be  utter  this  sentence  on  the  floor? 

First,  then,  I  hav*  never  voted  the  Abolition 
ticket;  and  I  reply  to  the  gentleman's  question 
that  I  did  say  that  I  believed  General  Scott  was  a 
Whig — that  he  entertained  Whig  doctrines  in  re- 
gard to  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power;  and  that  1 
believed,  if  he  were  elected  President,  and  if  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  should  repeal  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  he  would  not  veto  the  bill;  and 
I  believesostill.  If  the  gentleman  desires  to  know 
anything  further  on  the  subject  of  my  opinions  of 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  I  can  tell  him  tnat  I  not 
only  voted  against  that  law,  but  I  "  spit  on  plat- 
forms" whiep  approved  its  details,  and  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  now.  He  will  see  by  this  confession 
that  there  is  no  evasion  of  the  question  on  my  part. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propounded  the  question  to 
the  gentleman  as  to  whether  he  made  use  of  the 
terms  which  appear  in  his  printed  speech?  He 
aays  his  impression  isthathedid.  Now, I  would 
appeal  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  CuLLOM,]  who  was  watching  every  remark 
that  he  made  at  that  time,  as  will  be  seen  by  his 
response  1  did  myself,  whether  he  [Mr.  CuuRcu- 
well]  did  make  this  remark,  and  chargs  in  his 
speech,  when  he  delivered  it,  that  I  had  congrat- 
ulated him? 

Mr.  CULLOM.  In  relation  to  the  question 
raised  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Campbell,]  tooching  the  discussion  on  the  Ne- 
braska bill,  in  which  my  colleague  from  Tennes- 
■ee  [Mr.  CHtiitcHWEU.]  took  part  when  that 
question  was  pending,  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference 
to  the  speech  of  my  colleague,  that  h*  referred  to 
me,  making  certain  accusations  against  me,  and 
that  the  main  thread  of  the  speecE  turned  upon 
the  positions  which  I  hod  taken  in  my  speech  on 
this  question,  and  the  course  of  my  honorable 
colleague  in  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Bell.]  In  the  course 
of  his  speech,  my  honorable  colleague  said  that 
my  speech  was  received  with  much  Mat  by  north- 
ern Abolitionists,  and  announced  that,  on  the  con- 
clusion of  it,  I  was  congratulated  by  the  Aboli- 
tionists of  the  House.  1  was  met,  he  said,  by 
such  AbolilioDists  as  Giddinos,  of  Ohio.  I  then 
rose  and  said  to  my  friend  that  that  was  untrue; 
and  that  Mr.  Gwdinoi  never  had  congratulated 
me,  but  was  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio  when  my  speech 
was  delivered. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL,  (interrapUngO  When 
my  colleague  rose  on  the  occasion  ha  refers  ttf,I 
■aid — as  the  House  will  recollect,  and  as  my 
speech  will  show — "  such  men  as  Giddinos,  of 
Ohio."    I  repeat  the  same  now. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  He  charged  me,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  with  having  been  congratulated  by 
avowed  enemies  of  our  mstitutions,  such  as  Gid- 
siHoi,  of  Ohio.  I  then  told  him  I  was  not  con- 
gratulated by  him.  Then  he  said  that  he  meant 
men  of  that  stamp;  Qehrit  Smith  and  others,  con- 
gratulated me.  I  told  him  that  he  was  equally 
unfortunate  in  that  charge;  that  Mr.  Smith  had 
never  congratulated  me  upon  the  speech,  from  that 
day  to  this.  Then  he  s<ud  that  I  was  congratu- 
lated by  mso  of  such  stamp;  but  did  not  mention 
the  name  of  my  friend,  [Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio;] 
and  had  ha  done  so,  I  should  have  told  him  that 
he  was  also,  in  that  charge,  incorrect,  because  he 
never  congratulated  ma  upon  this  floor  in  refer- 
ence to  my  speech. 

Mr.  CHUIICH  WELL.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  who  raises 
this  question  of  veracity,  is  very  jealous  of  the 
reputation  of  my  colleague,  and  perhaps  thinks 
him  not  capable  of  defending  himself.  He  calls 
upon  men  directlyinterested, and  makes  witnesses 
of  them,  to  state  what  was  said.  Now,  1  have  a 
colleague  here  who  says  he  heard  me  in  every 
remark  I  made;  and  he  says  I  did  make  the  re- 
marks in  my  printed  speech. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  Theremarkof  my  colleague, 
when  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Giddinos  aid  not  con- 
gratulate me,  was  that  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith  did.  I 
told  him  he  was  in  fault  in  that.    Then  be  said 


that  gentlemen  of  like  political  sentiments  did, 
without  specifying  any  name. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  "Ofthat stamp"  were 
the  words.  Such  was  the  fact,  and  I  repeat  it 
now. 

Mr.  CULLOM.    I  told  my  colleague  those 

gentlemen  did  not  congratulate  me,  and  that  Mr. 
MITH  did  not. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Did  not  the  Aboli- 
tionists congratulate  you  upon  the  occasion  ? 

Mr.  CULLOM.  1  am  glad  my  colleague  has 
asked  the  question.  I  have  seen  it  charged,  in 
the  Union  newspaper  of  this  city,  that  I  was  con- 
gratulated by  Mr.  Giddino  and  the  Abolitionists, 
who  hung  around  me  like  a  cloud.  I  say  here, 
in  my  place,  that  if  any  Abolitionist  upon  this 
floor  congratulated  me  upon  the  occasion  I  do  not 
know  him  as  such  to-day,  nor  did  I  then.  But 
men  of  both  politiceU  parties,  and  both  sections  of 
the  Union,  did  congratulate  me  in  great  numbers, 
as  all  saw  and  know,  among  whom  were  ex- 
treme southern  men,  announcing  that  though  they 
difTered  with  me  in  opinion  upon  the  question, 
they  congratulated  me  upon  the  effort.  Among 
them  was  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Preston,]  and  my  worthy  friend 
from  Virginia,  now  no  more,  [Mr.  Snodorass,] 
Governor  Aiken,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Reese, 
of  Georgia,  Mr.  Kerr,  of  North  Carolina,  several 
of  my  own  colleagues;  and  many  other  gentlemen , 
whose  names  1  need  not  repeat,  who  difiered 
with  me  in  reference  to  the  bill,  would,  if  neces- 
sary, do  me  the  justice  to  say  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  They  did  not  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  sentiments  of  the  speech. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  Of  course  not;  but  I  felt  it 
was  the  greater  compliment.  I  positively  deny 
that  I  was  congratulated  by  a  aingla  AboUtionist 
upon  the  occasion;  and  the  gentleman  should 
learn  to  be  a  little  more  particular  in  making  those 
sweeping  and  random  charges,  intended  to  affect 
others,  without  the  semblance  of  truth  or  fact  to 
sustain  them.  Being  untrue,  these  charges  all  fall 
to  the  ground. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  rise  to  a  queation  of  order.  I 
submit  that  the  adjournment  of  Congress  is  now 
under  consideration,  and  that  this  debate  ia  not 
applicable. to  that  question. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  asked,  and  obtained  leave,  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  And  therefore,  what  he  is 
saying  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  intend  to  have 
my  attention  diverted  from  the  issue  that  is  made. 
I  assert  that,  although  I  paid  the  closest  attention 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  during  the  delivery  of 
his  speech,  I  did  not  hear  him  make  any  allusion 
to  me.  His  colleague  [Mr.  Cdllom]  says  he  did 
not  hear  him.  I  now  ask  his  other  colleagoe  on 
my  right,  [Mr.  Taylor,]  whether  he  heard  him 
say  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  riss  to  a  question  of  order, 
I  want  to  know  what  is  the  question  before  the 
House? 

The  SPEAKER  j>ro  Umpore.  The  question 
before  the  House  ia  the  personal  explanation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  which  the  House 
have  given  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Well,  sir,  I  object  to  hia  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  ground  that  this  is  not  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  object  to  my  colleague  answering  the 
question  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  put. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  do  object.  Thisisnotthe 
place  to  settle  mattera  of  this  kind.  I  move  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  over- 
rules the  question  of  order,  and  decides  that  the 
gentleman  has  not  the  floor  to  mak*  th«  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  now  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Tatlor,]  to  say  whether 
he  heard  his  colleague  use  the  language  to  which 
I  have  referred. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order, 
and  I  place  it  upon  a  ground  which  I  think  will 
be  sustained  by  the  Chair.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  the  floor  to  make  a  peraonal  explanation, 
but  I  hold  that  consent  does  not  give  him  the  right 
to  interrogate  members  about  the  House  in  rela- 
tion to  a  controversy  respecting  the  speech  of  a 
brother  member.  That  does  not  come  within  the 
privilege  which  has  been  extended  to  him  bj  the 


House.  I  ask  that  he  may  be  confined  to  the  priv- 
ilege allowed  him  by  the  House  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  will 
state^^al  the  House,  by  unanimous  consent,  gavs 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  privilege  of  making 
a  personal  explanation,  and  that  he  must  be  the 
judge,  to  a  very  great  extent,  of  what  that  expla- 
nation shall  be. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  Having  been 
called  upon  to  state  what  is  my  recollection  as  lo 
tha  point  of  diflerence  between  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  and  my  colleague  from 
Tennes8ee,[Mr.  Church  well,]  all  that  it  is  nec«*- 
sary,  I  presume,  for  me  to  say  is,  that  my  reeoU 
lection  of  what  occurred  between  my  colleagues, 
[Messrs.  Cudrchwell  and  CcLLOMi]  on  the  oc- 
casion referred  to,  is  precisely  as  stated  by  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Cdllom.]  That  is  my  recollec- 
tion. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Now,  1  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  will  ask  the  same  question  of 
my  other  colleague  near  me,  [Mr.  Smith,]  who 
waa  doss  by  me  when  I  made  the  remarks  alluded 
to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Now,  Mr.  Sp^kcr,  I  wish 
to  bring  this  matter  to  a  close. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  i  hope  the  gentlemaa 
will  allow  my  colleague  [Mr.  Smith]  to  make  a 
statement  in  justice  to  me. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Very  well,  propoond  the 
question  to  him  yourself. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  No,  sir,  I  win  not 
ask  it,  but  injustice  to  myself  I  ask  you,  air,  to 
propound  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  now  renew  my  point  of 
order.  The  House  will  perceive  that  this  ia  not 
a  proper  peraonal  explanation. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  insist  upon  his  objection  uotil  my  coK 
league  has  made  his  slatemAt. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  apprehend  that  the  gov- 
tieman  from  Georgia  cannot  prevent  the  atatemeBt 
from  being  made. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  insist  upon  my  question  of 
order.  The  object  of  this  discussion  is  endcndy 
to  arraign  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaec  upon 
the chargeof  falsehood.  [A  laii^h.] 
Oh, 


nor* 

I  do  not  ao  uiidsr- 


Several  Members. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL. 
stand  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Certainly  I  have  no  ao^ 
purpose. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Well,  sir,  this  ia  a  qoeatioa 
in  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  only 
concerned.  I  want  to  know  how  the  gentlemaa 
from  Ohio  is  personally  interested  in  the  mat- 
ter? 

The  SPEAKER  pn  tetnptn.  The  Chair 
overrules  the  question  of  order  raised  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  I  appsal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  House 
unanimously  permitted  the  gentleman  firom  Ohia 
to  make  a  personal  explanation.  The  genlteman 
from  Georgia  raises  the  question  of  order  tint  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not  confining  hiroaelf  t» 
that  explanation.  The  Choir  overrules  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  and  from  that  decision  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgtatokea  an  appeal.  Thequeation 
now  is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chsdr  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House?" 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  hope,  in  joatiee  te 
myself,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  may  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed. 

Mr.  SE WA  RD.  At  the  sugeestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  CRnacHWBLL,]  I 
withdraw  the  appeal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  very  far  from  ar- 
raigning the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  the 
charge  of  falsehood.  I  wish  that  nnderatood. 
What  I  do  undertake  to  say  is,  that  there  are 
things  printed  in  thatqjcech  which,  whether  said 
or  not,  are  not  true.  1  do  not  say  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  has  wilfully  and  deliberately 
uttered  untruth;  but  he  haa  uttered, if  what  la 
printed  waa  uttered,  an  untrue  statement  ofsercnl 
thines. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    Point  them  out. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Whether  they  were  said 
or  not  the  allegations  are  not  correct,  the  flsat  that 
is  untrue,  and  the  gentleman  will  underatond  melo 
use  the  term  in  no  disrespeetAil  sense,  is  that  hia 
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colleague  was  congratulated  by  my  colleague,  Mr. 

GiDDIHqs. 

TheSPEAEERpro<enyor<.  The  Chair  thinks 
that  the  gentleman  must,  in  his  explanation,  con- 
fine himself  to  the  portions  of  the  speech  referring 
to  himself. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  So  closelyam  1  associated 
in  all  these  matters  that  I  cannot  explain  without 
referring  to  them. 

The  gentleman  is  next  mistaken  as  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gcrrit  Smith;] 
and  thirdly,  as  to  the  charge  that  I  congratulated 
the  gentleman 's  colleague  [Mr.  Cullom]  upon  this 
floor,  1  know  that  it  is  not  correct.  The  gentle- 
man will  so  recollect  himself.  It  is  untrue,  and  I 
know  it,  and  so  pronounce  it,  for  the  reason  which 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  give.  I  purposely  and 
studiously  avoided  turning  my  face  to  the  gentle- 
man when  he  was  delivering  his  speech,  and  I 
purposely  and  studiously  avoided  going  to  him, 
shaking  hands  and  congratulating  him,  as  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
AikinI  and  others  did.  I  did  so  for  the  reason 
that  I  believed  an  effort  would  be  made  in  some 
quarter  or  another  to  put  these  personal  friends  of 
mine  [Messrs.  Cullom,  ETHCRiDaE,TATLOR,and 
Bdog]  in  a  false  position  at  liome.  Now,  I  say, 
in  the  face  of  God  and  the  country,  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  mistaken  when  he  says  in  this  speech 
that  I  did  go  up  and  congratulate  his  colleague. 

I  have  but  a  word  more  to  say,  I  am  actuated 
in  this  matter  by  no  unkind  feelin*  towards  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Churchwell,] 
for  I  think  that  a  harsh  word  has  never  passed 
between  us  since  the  commencement  of  our  inter- 
course here.  I  did  not  rise  because  I  felt  that  any 
injury  was  done  me  by  cliissing  me  with  the  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  to  my  right,  [Messrs.  Gio- 
DlNGi  and  Smith;]  not  at  all;  for  1  do  not  know 
but  what  they  have  been  more  in  the  right  than  I 
have.  I  have  never  acted  with  their  party.  1 
arose  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this  matter, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman's  colleagues,  sup- 
posing that,  by  reason  of  the  forged  papers  which 
have  been  used  herftofore  to  stigmatize  me  in 
Tennessee,  and  the  means  used  to  associate  these 

fentlemen  with  me  now,  their  constituents  might 
e  led  to  indulge  in  erroneous  opinions  in  relation 
to  their  associations  and  their  action  here  upon 
great  national  questions. 
Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    I  ask  bat  a  word  in 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  mast  object.  We  hare 
already  taken  up  a  fall  hour  with  this  matter,  and 
I  otuect  to  the  gentleman's  proceeding. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  1  hope  thegentleman 
from  Geoigia  will  allow  me  to  reply  to  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  has  said. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  thegentleman from 
.  Tennessee  may  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  move  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  go  on. 

Mr.  HiLLYER.  At  the  earnest  request  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  I  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  am  indeed  thank- 
ful for  the  speech  just  closed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.]  The 
point  which  he  rose  to  make  was,  that  1  had  said 
'  that  the  Abolitionists  and  Free-Soilers  had  con- 
gratulated my  colleague,  [Mr.  Cdllom]— men  of 
such  stamp  as  Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
SuiTB,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio.  The  direct  point  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman makes  is, — and  he  says  he  means  it  in 
no  disrespect, — that  I  used  his  name  in  connec- 
tion with  men  of  such  stamp  as  GiODiNOi  and 
Smith  as  coneratulating  my  colleague.  I  have 
been  informed  by  severaT gentlemen,  particularly 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Smith,]  that  1  made  use 
of  the  language  contained  in  the  speech,  as  pub- 
lished by  me.  If  1  was  then  tncorrect,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Cdllom]  should 
have  corrected  me.  There  was  a  crowd  of  north- 
ern Free-Soilers  around  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Cul- 
lom. I  may  have  been  mistaken  as  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell being  among  them — I  am  not  mistaken  as 
to  the  point  of  fact,  that  he  was  congratulated  by 
Free-Soilers  and  Abolitionists. 

There  is  one  thing  about  which  there  is  no  mis- 
take: that  the  speech  of  my  colleague  contained 
aentimsnts  which  mad*  it  popular  at  the  North. 


I  find  Abolition  names  upon  the  record,  or  list  of 
those  who  subscribed  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
m^p  'a  speech — Sumner,  Seward,  and  others  of 
like  stamp. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Say  Seward,  of  New  York. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  With  pleasure,  sir,  all 
know  it  is  the  Abolitionist  I  allude  to. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  A  much  larger  number  of  my 
speech  was  circulated  at  the  South  Uian  at  the 
North. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  do  know  that  fif- 
teen thousand  of  this  speech,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  rises  here  and  at- 
tempts to  justify,  were  circulated  at  the  North, 
and  that  five  thousand  were  subscribed  for  by  one 
gentleman,  [Mr.  Mattebon,  of  New  York,]  who 
18,  I  believe,  a  known  Abolitionist,  and  known  to 
be  an  intimate  friend  of  Seward,  of  New  York. 
The  gentleman's  own  statement  makes  a  worse 
case  for  my  colleague  than  anything  said  by  me. 
What  does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell] say  to-day.'  He  assigns  as  the  reason  why 
he  did  not  congratulate  my  colleague,  that  he  was 
afraid  that  it  would  do  him  an  injury. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  eentleman 
from  Tennessee  will  not  misstate  what  I  said.  I 
was  then  alluding  to  the  assertion  which  the  gen- 
tleman made,  that  I  did  congratulate  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Cdllom.]  I  said  1  did  not  congratulate  him, 
and  I  gave  as  a  reason  for  it  that  1  had  under- 
stood from  other  sources  that  I  was  charged  with 
having  made  an  effort  to  sway  the  opinions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cdllom.]  I  pur- 
posely and  studiously,  therefore,  avoided  con- 
gratulating him,  because  I  did  not  desire  to  have 
any  suspicion  of  that  kind  entertained  by  gentle- 
men. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  to  say  that  he  studiously  avoided 
congratulating  my  colleague  for  fear  that  he  might 
do  Him  an  injury  with  the  people  of  Tennessee. 
And  why,  why,  I  would  ask,  was  he  under  that 
apprehension  i 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man why  it  was.  It  was  for  the  reason  which  I 
have  given — that  I  knew  tens  of  thousands  of 
forged  documents,  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  me,  and  over  mysignature,  had  bsen  scattered 
over  the  State  of  Tennessee,  charging  Abolition 
Sentiments,  and  so  forth,  on  me.  That  is  the  reason 
why  I  feared  to  injure  him  with  the  people  of 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  It  is  the  first  time, 
since  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  has  been  a  member  of  this  House,  that 
I  have  ever  heard  of  the  fact  that  he  has  attempted 
to  defend  any  gentleman  who  it  might  be  thought 
would  be  injured  by  an  association  with  him.  The 
hSnorable  gentleman  need  not  get  up  and  tell  the 
people — because  they  all  believe  it — that  he  enter- 
tains Abolition  notions.  They  know  that  he  isan 
enemy  to  the  fugitive  slave  bill.  What  better 
evidence  do  they  want  of  his  being  an  Abolition- 
ist? Why,  he  answers  that  by  saying  that  all 
the  Whigs  of  the  North  are  equally  Abolitionists. 
This  makes  his  case  still  worse,  and  is,  indeed, 
poor  palliation  I 

But  I  shall  detain  the  House  only  a  few  mo- 
ments longer.  I  have  been  astonished  at  the  ex- 
traordinary position  assumed  by  these  gentlemen 
this  morning.  It  was  a  deep-laid  scheme  that  was 
laid  to  entrap  me,  in  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  set  the  triggers, 
which  my  colleague  from  Tennessee  was  to  pull. 
Beautiful  association  that,  [Mr.  Cdllom  and  Mr. 
Campbell.]  It  will  make  my  colleague  popular 
in  Tennessee  I 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  expressly  stated  that  I 
did  not  mean  to  charge  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Churchwbll]  had  made  his  mis- 
statements willfully,  or  for  the  purpose  of  misrep- 
resenting me.  What  I  stated  emphatically  was, 
that  the  remark  of  thegentleman  was  not  true,  was 
not  correct;  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
saying  that  I  had  congratulated  his  colleague;  and 
I  have  proven  that  he  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  accept  the  gentle- 
man's explanation.  He  has  a  right  to  correct  me; 
and  1  accept  his  correction.  But  I  hold  to  what  I 
did  say,  that  my  colleague  was  congratulated  by 
Abolitionists.  He  [Mr.  Cullom]  does  not  deny 
that,  but  he  says  that  gentlemen  alike  from  North 
and  Soatfa,  congratulated  him;  and  hs  mentions 


the  names  of  some  two  or  three  southern  men 
who  did  so.  But,  sir,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  those 
gentlemen  congratulated  the  ability,  and  not  the 
sentiment  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  CULLOM.    Of  course, 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Of  cours<»-the  gen- 
tleman says. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  Let  my  colleague  state  the 
Abolitionist  on  this  floor  who  congratulated  ma 
on  that  head. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  said  that  Free- 
Soilers  and  Abolitionists  congratulated  him. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  say  that  not  one  Abolitionist 
or  Free-Soiler  congratulated  me,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  So  far  as  the  gentle- 
man knows  of. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  deny  that  they  did,  and  I 
require  proof  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  SAGE.    Give  the  names, 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  I  weald  name  yoa 
first. 

Mr.  SAGE.  As  the  eentlsman  (k«m  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Chdrcbwell]  has  made  allusion  to  me 
as  one  of  those  who  congratulated  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cdllom,]  and  as  being  a 
Free-Soiler,  I  want  to  state  that  the  gentleman  is 
mistaken. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  did  not  say  that 
you  did.  I  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  approved  of  the  sentiments  of  that  speech. 

Mr.  UAGE.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  my 
position.  I  have  ever  been  a  Whig  of  the  Henry 
Clay  school,  and  one  of  the  few  who  supported 
him  in  the  Philadelphia  convention,  until  General 
Taylor  was  nominated,  and  that,  too,   when  a 

Eoriion  of  the  Kentucky  delegation  voted  against 
im. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  wish  to  ask  my 
colleague  if  Messrs.  Mattbsok  and  Moroan  did 
not  congratulate  him  f  • 

Mr.  CULLOM.  1  presume  they  did.  lean- 
not  speak  with  certainty;  but  I  presume  they  did. 
I  do  not  know  the  fact  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Mr.  MATTESON.  Did  the  genUeman  ask 
whether  I  congratulated  him? 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    I  did, 

Mr,  MATTESON.  I  was  at  Utica,  New 
York,  at  the  time  the  speech  was  made;  but  had 
1  been  here  I  should  have  done  so. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Then  nobody  con- 
gratulated the  gentleman.    [Laughter.] 

Mr,  MORGAN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  rae 
to  answer? 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
It  is  this:  whether,  when  any  question  arises  in 
the  House,  it  is  in  order  fbr  any  one  member  to 
poll  the  members  of  the  House?  ' 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Has  the  morning 
hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  not  yet  commenced . 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  will  now  answer  the  gen- 
tleman's question.  I  am  called  upon  to  state 
whether  I  did  not  congratulate  the  gentleman's 
colleague  [Mr.  Cdllom]  at  the  oloae  ofhis  speedi  ? 
I  thank  God  I  had  the  opportunity  of  congratula- 
ting B  good  and  honest  man  from  the  South, 

Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman,  that  I  never  be- 
longed to  a  Free-Soil  or  Abolition  organization, 
but  always  to  the  old-fashioned  Whig,  Henry 
Chiy  school,  until  lie  [Henry  Clay]  abandoned  us 
on  the  fugitive  slave  law.     [Laughter.] 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Aibdrt  DicuNt,  their  Secretary, 
informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles: 

S.  R.  No.  380.  An  act  to  authorize  the  coin- 
age of  gold  pieces  of  the  value  respectively  of  ten 
eagles  and  five  eagles,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 

S.  R.  No.  398.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Captain  Joshua  Chamberlain,  deceased, 
in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the 
House  of  the  following  titles: 

House  bill  No.  178.  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Rowe;  and 

House  bill  No.  266.  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  E.  A.  F.  Lavalette,  of  the  United  Slates 
Navy,  sevendly  without  amendment.] 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  have  at  lost  ascer- 
tained that  he  was  congratulated  by  at  least  one 
Abolitionist,  [Mr.  Washbdrne,  of  Illinois.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  did  con- 
gratulate the  gentlenuu),  and  1  shall  ever  congn^t- 
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niau  luch  noble  acntimenta,  by  wbomMMrer  ut- 
tered. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  ahonld  like  the  gentlenuui 
from  Illinoie  to  state  whether  he,  too,  is  of  the 
Henry  Clay  echool?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  lam.  I  will  state  that 
I  was  a  member  of  the  convention  at  Baltimore, 
and  helped  to  nominate  Henry  Clay,  in  1844. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  One  word,  and  I  will 
close.  The  points,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
only  points  which  have  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man fh>m  Ohio  upon  me,  is  simply  whether  I 
used  the  expnasion  to  which  he  baa  referred  in 
my  printed  speech,  in  my  remarkr  in  the  House, 
and  whether  he  did  congratulate  my  colleague 
upon  his  speech.  The  gentlemen  have  presemed 
their  evidence.  Now,  sir,  I  come  in  with  rebutting 
testimony.  I  will  present  affirmative  evidence.  I 
Mk  my  collfeagoe,  [Mr.  Smith]— and  I  might  bring 
other  witnesses  to  back  him,  if  necessary — to  state 
to  the  House  whether  he  did  not  hear  me  use  the 
language  contained  in  my  printed  apeech  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  referred  ? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  I  occupied  a  seat  near  my  colleague 
during  the  delivery  of  hisspeech.  Attheportion 
of  his  speech  now  in  controversy,  I  was  handing 
ny  colleague  an  extract  which  he  had  desired  me 
to  turn  to  for  him,  and  as  I  handed  it  to  him,  he 
turned  to  me,  and  while  finishing  a  remark,  I  dis- 
tinctly heard  him  use  the  name  of  Mr.  Campscll. 
I  do  not  think  be  said  it  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
by  the  House  generally,  but  I  heard  him  dis- 
tinctly. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Now,  I  think  that 
matter  is  settled;  and  now  I  want  the  gentleman 
distinctly  to  understand  that  I  accept  his  correc- 
tion, but  that  he  has  not  entrapped  me,  as  was  pre- 
meditated, and  as  he  desired.    I  tiave  done. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  now  rise  to 
a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  CITLLOM.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow 
me  to  say  a  word.  1  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  seems  to  me  that  enough 
has  been  said  upon  this  matter;  but  as  the  gentle- 
man desires  to.«nake  an  explanation  in  reference 
to  himself,  I  will  yield  to  him,  hoping  that  he  will 
make  his  remarks  as  brief  as  possible. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  must  object^o  any  further 
))ersonal  explanation.  I  gave  notice  some  lime 
since  that  I  would. 

HON.  MIKE  WALSH CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  On  Saturday 
last  there  was  presented  to  this  House  a  pstition 
■igaed  by  George  W.  Isaacs,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  others,  protesting  against  the  right  o( 
the  Hon.  Mikb  Wilih  to  hold  ia.  seat  upon  this 
floor.  As  that  memorial  is  short,  I  send  it  to  the 
Ckrk,  and  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  memorial  was  read  by  the  Clcrk,as  follows: 
7>»  tAe  HomofrahU  the  Hovst  of  lUfmentutivn : 

The  petition  of  Seorge  W.  [maci  and  nihera,  whnee 
namea  are  liereiinto  appended,  ef  tta*  oity  of  New  York, 
isapeetAilly  abowetli : 

That  early  in  the  present  aeaaion,  a  petition  wa«  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  allefinf,  and  oflerinf  to  autialn  bjr 
evidence,  the  Iketlhat  Mllie  Walab,  now  hoMing  a  neat  In 
the  Home,  from  the  Ibuith  congraaional  dfairici  of  the 
Btate  of  New  York,  was  Incapacitated  to  retain  the  aaine, 
by  reason  of  hia  being  an  alien.  The  petition  was  reported 
back  by  the  Committee  of  Eleedona,  beeanse  no  ptoofa 
aeeompanled  it.  A  fiinher  pettUon  waa  aabaeqnnnUy  pre- 
sealed,  with  two  affldaviis  annexed,  of  leapeeiable  wlt- 
aeaaes,  taken  before  a  United  Btatea  Commlwioner,  eatab- 
Usbing  the  fact  of  Mr.  Walah'a  Ineligibility,  with  an  olTer 
to  produce  addlUonal  lealimony  In  aapport  thereof,  in  auch 
uanaer  aa  the  Boose  or  tta  Committee  of  Electiona  might 
order  and  diract.  Repeated  efforts  have  been  made  by  per- 
sonal corraapundence  with  some  memben  of  the  commit- 
tee, to  obtain  a  hearing  of  Uie  matter ;  but  tbua  far  it  haa 
been  wilbom  aucccaa.  We  now  deaire  to  bring  this  qnea- 
tion  directly  to  the  attenUon  of  the  Hoaae,  and  tn  aak,  a> 
we  reapecirally  do,  Uiat  aome  order  ihall  be  promnily  made, 
by  meana  of  which  year  petiiioneraihall  be  enabled  to  lay 
before  you  their  proofs,  which  we  are  ready  to  adduce 
whenever  an  opportniilty  ahsll  be  affnided  to  ut ;  and  in 
such  nsnner  as  ahsll  be  directed  by  you. 
And  your  petitianera  will  ever  pray. 

O.  W.  ISAACS, 

JOHN  GHf  Prt.V,  199  Heafar  afreet. 

WILLARD  PHELPS,  No.  W,  FInl  oMiwe. 

PATRICK  HURLEY,  No.  OH  CkaUkam  wtntt. 

WILLIAM  P.  POWERS, TtiiriiiMtfrcat. 

JOHN  KETCHIIM,  271  EUtahttk  $t,ut. 
Naw  YOBX,  May  X,  1854. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  memorial  just  read  waa 
■ent  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  accompanied 
by  th«  letter  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  with  the 


request  that  it  be  reed  to  this  body.  The  letter  to 
the  Speaker  goes  on  to  say  that  the  first  memorial 
to  the  House  was  sent  at  the  commencemenPof 
the  session,  to  Mr.  Ewuro,  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  who  "  has  played  the  traitor  and 
coward  in  stifling  ite  contents  from  the  country." 

The  SPEAKER  fro  tempore,  (Mr.  Jonbi,  of 
Tennessee,  in  the  chair.)  The  gentleman  had  bet- 
ter have  the  letter  read  from  the  desk. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  intend  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  letter  read.  1  only  wish  to  refer  to 
those  parte  which  cast  censure  very  unjustly,  1 
think,  upon  members  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  claim  that  the  whole 
paper  ought  to  be  read. 

idr.  STANTON.  Very  well;  if  that  be  the 
wish  of  the  House,  it  must  bs  so;  though  I  prefer 
it  should  not  be  done. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  tetter  as 
far  as  Mr.  Stanton  had  ateted  its  contente. 

Mr.  ORR,  (interrupting.)  I  object  to  the  read- 
ing of  a  document  which  reflecw  in  the  manner 
this  does  on  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  EWINO.  1  ask  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  objection,  and  let  the  letter  be  read.  It 
would  be  doing  me  great  injustice  to  stop  iu  read- 
ing now. 

TCriesof  "Readit!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  paper  will  be  read. 
Connected  with  the  right  of  a  member  to  a  seat 
in  thia  body,  and  introduced  on  a  privileged  ques- 
tion, it  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  be  read, 
if  deaired. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  assent  to  the  correctness 
of  the  proposition  that  everything  aubmitted  here 
as  a  question  of  privilege  most,  of  necessity,  be 
read.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  aaka  me  to 
withdraw  my  objection.  In  justice  to  him  I  do 
•o;  but  1  think  that  the  paper  ought  not  to  have 
been  presented  when  it  reflected  in  the  manner  it 
does  on  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  no  desire  that  the 
paper  should  be  read.  I  intended  simply  to  read 
a  few  lines  of  it,  in  order  to  show  to  the  House 
that  the  Committee  of  Electione  have  been  very 
much  censured  in  consequence  of  their  not  having, 
aa  these  persons  suppose,  taken  proper  action  on 
their  petition.  Theae  letters  are  addreesed,  one 
to  the  Speaker,  and  the  other  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and 
reflect  on  the  committee  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber whose  claim  to  a  seat  here  is  contested,  in  very 
gross  and  vulgar  language.  My  object  in  obtain- 
ing the  floor  this  morning,  was  simply  to  present 
this  matter  to  the  House,  and  to  ask  it  to  take 
some  action  on  the  eobject,  which  I  shall  indicate 
in  proper  time.  I  hope  that  the  further  reading 
of  the  papers  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  ihiR  I 
may  be  allowed  to  go  on  with  my  statement. 

[Crieeof  "Read!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Doe*  the  gentleman  move 
to  dispense  with  the  further  reading  of  the  papers  ? 

Mr.  STANTpN.  I  merely  suggested  that 
theirfiirther  reading  be  dispensed  wiihTon  account 
of  the  nature  of  their  contente;  and  as  that  seems 
to  be  the  desire  of  some  gentlemen,  I  submit  the 
motion  now  to  dispenee  with  the  further  reading, 
if  that  be  necessary  to  get  rid  of  the  reading. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  would  ask  it  now  aa  a  favor 
from  tha  House  that  the  letter  be  read.  I  think, 
in  justice  to  me,  that  its  further  reading  should 
not  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Enough  has  been 
read  to  make  the  reading  of  the  remainder  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  think  that  theentire  letter  ought 
now  to  be  read.  It  brines  a  charge  of  diahonor 
againat  a  member  of  this  House.  The  whole 
letter,  when  read,  will  show  the  temper  in  which 
it  has  been  communicated  to  the  body.  As  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  it 
ought  to  be  read. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Permit  me  to  say,  that  the 
rsmarks  inclosed  in  bracketa  are  only  those  which 
relate  to  the  committee.  The  balance  of  the  let- 
ter refers  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Walib,]  and  treate  him  quite  aa 
badly,  if  not  worse,  than  the  committee. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  hope  the  letters  will  be 
read. 

The  question  waa  then  teken  whether  the  letters 
should  be  read,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 


The  letters  were  then  read  through  by  tha 
Clerk. 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  au- 
thor of  these  letters  refers  to  former  memoristla 
which  have  been  sent  to  this  House,  one  of  which 
waa  sent  to  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Ewrao,! 
and  by  him  regularly  presented  to  the  House,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections.  The 
committee  met,  and  took  up  the  question;  bat 
found  that  there  was  no  proof  submittsd  by  these 
memorialiste  which  would  justify  their  taking  any 
action  on  the  subject;  and,  after  waiting  a  reason- 
able time,  they  reported  the  memorial  Itack  to  the 
House,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject. 

Subsequently  another  memorial — the  one  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand — was  presented  to  this  House. 
I  believe  by  myself,  at  the  requeet  of  one  of  the 
partiea.  It  contains  two  affidaviu,  which  purport 
to  be  the  proof  on  which  this  whole  charge 
against  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
reste.  One  of  these  affidavite  stetes  that  on  a 
certein  occasion  the  affiant  met  the  Hon.  Mi. 
Walib  either  in  Albany  or  in  New  York,  and 
that  in  a  conversation  with  him,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waub  said  he  would  not  acknowledge  himself 
to  be  an  Irishman  born,  because  at  soms  foturs 
day  he  might  be  called  upon  to  become  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  [laughter;]  and  the 
Constitution,  said  he,  would  forbid  him  to  occupy 
that  position. 

The  next  affidavit  is  that  of  a  peraon  who  calls 
herself  Charlotte  Malony.  She  says  she  was 
once  on  a  visit  to  Ireland,  or  happened  to  be  ia 
Ireland,  when  ahe  met  the  mother  of  the  Hon.  Mr, 
Walsb,  and  her  son  Mike,  who  was  then  a  child 
of  six  or  eight  years  of  age;  and  that  when  there 
the  mother  torn  her  that  Mike  was  bom  in  Ire- 
land. That  subsequently  she  had  met  the  mother 
and  child  herein  New  York, and  recognized  Mike 
aa  the  same  one  she  had  seen  in  Ireland.  That  ia 
the  whole  of  the  testimony  presented  by  this  me- 
morial, and  which  has  come  before  the  committee. 
Some  time  after  the  memocal  waa  referred  to  the 
committee,  I  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
gentleman  who  signed  it: 

New  Tnaa,  Jf«y  9,  IBM. 

Bia :  Can  I  aak  the  Ihvor  to  be  informrd  if  any  proered- 
inga  are  likely  to  be  aoon  taken  by  the  Coinmitwe  of  Elee- 
Uons,  In  reference  to  the  petition  of  myadf  and  othen  ia 
your  poaaeasinn,  or  tn  that  of  the  oomrainee .' 

I  diilike  to  be  troabteaome ;  bat  jroor  ptompc  sad  cear- 
teoua  reply  to  my  former  note  wamnta  ne  in  afain  caBisg 
yoar  attention  lo  the  aubject.  Thoae  who  have  aaited  with 
me  In  thla  matter  have  been  daily  expeeiing  Is  Rcetf* 
aoma  nuUflcaiion  from  your  eommiltee,aad  are  coaalaBliy 
importnning  me  with  inquiriea. 

Reapeetflilly,  your  obedient  aervant, 

O.  W.  ISAACS, 
Jir«.  141  tait  37«t  ^ntl. 
Hon.  RioBAao  H.  STAirroa. 

When  I  received  that  letter,  (which  is  from  one 
of  the  persons  whoss  namea  are  attached  to  the 
memorial  presented  on  Saturday,)  1  railed  the 
Committee  of  Elections  together.  I  laid  the  matter 
before  them;  and,  under  their  instructions,  I  re- 
plied to  the  letter,  assuring  the  gentlemen  who 
wrote  it  that  the  Committee  of  Sections  would 
Uke  up  the  matter  whenever  the  papers  and  proof 
subsuntiating  the  case  were  laid  before  them;  that 
the  testimony  then  before  them  was  not  aufficient 
to  justify  any  action  on  their  part;  that  it  scarcely 
made  out  a  prima  facit  case;  and  that  the  co'm- 
mittee  could  go  no  further,  unless  they  were  put 
in  possession  of  more  and  stronger  testimony.  I 
said  to  him,  also,  that  if  he  and  hia  friends  deaired 
to  produre  more  teatimony  on  the  point  before  this 
committee,  it  was  for  them  to  have  it  takes  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  sent  here  to  some  member 
of  the  New  York  delegation,  so  that  it  might  be 
presented  to  the  House,  and  regularly  referred  to 
our  committee;  and  that  when  they  made  out  a 
caae  in  this  way,  the  committee  would  be  prepared 
to  act  upon  it,  and  to  act  promptly.  At  least  such 
ie  my  recollection  of  the  contente  of  my  reply,  aa 
I  kept  no  copy  of  the  letter. 

I  am  satisfied ,  from  the  correspondence  which 
I  have  had  with  thia  gentleman,  and  from  the  let- 
ters which  have  been  presented  here  to-day,  that 
this  whole  crusade  against  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  growe  out ofsome personal 
ill-will  entertained  towards  him  by,  at  least,  soma 
of  the  persona  who  have  signed  the  mcmoriala. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  matter  ought  not  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  this  House  fVvther;  and  fi>r 
this  reason  I  intend  to  move,  before  I  close  my 
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remarks,  that  the  ComiDittea'of  Elections  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
•ubject. 

I  omitted  to  say  that  in  mv  letter  to  Mr.  Isaacs, 
I  stated  to  them,  as  well  as  1  now  remember,  that 
the  Committee  of  Elections  had  no  power  lo  send 
to  New  York  to  have  testimony  taken,  or  to  go 
there  for  that  purpose.  They  seemed  to  think 
from  their  letter  to  me  previously  to  the  one  that 
I  haT*  just  read,  that  the  committee  would  come  to 
New  York  and  sit  there  and  take  testimony,  or  else 
send  a  commission  for  that  purpose.  I  informed 
thesegentlemenjhat,  under  toe  rules  ofthe  House, 
the  committee  had  no  such  power;  and  now,  if  the 
House  think  that  the  matter  ought  to  be  further 
considered,  let  them,  instead  of  TOting affirmatively 
on  my  proposition  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  ofthe  sub- 
ject, reject  that  proposition,  and  give  the  commit- 
tee the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  or 
to  send  a  commission  to  New  York;  and  I  am 
aure  there  is  not  a  single  member  of  the  committee 
vho  will  not  discharge  his  duties  in  the  premises 
promptly.  These  persons  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  course  ofthe  committee,  as  every  dis- 
position has  been  shown  to  bear  and  consider 
whatever  testimony  might  be  furnished  them;  and 
the  committee  had  no  power  to  ttUte  or  consider 
any  testimony  which  did  not  come  to  them  through 
the  House  by  regular  reference.  The  fact  that 
they  did  not  send  further  testimony,  and  pursue 
the  coarse  which  I  indicated,  ia  not  explained  by 
their  last  memorial,  in  which  they  censure  the 
committee.  I  move  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Viiginia.  I  will  stiggest  to 
the  gentleman  ft'otn  Kentucky,  [tAr.  Stanton,] 
that  in  my  opinion  the  proper  course  to  be  taken 
in  this  matter  is  to  saspend  the  rules,  so  as  to  en- 
able us  to  reconsider  this  vote  by  which  these 
papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. They  were  so  referred;  but  they  never 
ought  to  have  been;  and  I  am  sure  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker, 
that  they  were  so  referred;  because  the  reference 
of  them  was  in  direct  violation  of  one  of  our  stand- 
ing rules.  They  are  not  respectful  to  this  body, 
or  to  its  members. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  letters  which  I  read 
were  not  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  EWING.  i  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Vifiginia  to  withhold  his  proposition  in  ref- 
erence to  this  matter  until  I  con  make  a  very  few 
remarks. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  shall  finish  my  remarks  in  a 
moment,  and  then  the  eentlemao  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  submit  what  he  has  to  saj. 

I  suggest  to  the  House  that  the  appropriate  mode 
of  getting  rid  of  this  whole  matter  is  to  reconsider 
vhat  has  been  done.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
the  proper  course  ia  not  to  receive  these  papers  at 
all.  They  are  diareapectfal  to  the  House,  and  1 
aun  sure,  as  I  said  before,  it  was  an  inadvertence 
on  the  port  of  the  Speaker  that  tha  papers  were 
•ver  referred  to  the  committee. 

A  Mehmr.    They  have  not  been  referred. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  did  not  mppose  that  1  shooM 
be  called  upon  to  make  any  personal  explaaotiena 
this  morning.  1  was  overtaken  by  this  neoeaaity 
in  unconseiotis  innocence.  The  Hooae  seems  to 
have  been  abundantly  satisfied,  and  even  to  be 
•atiated  with  them.  But  I  may,  perhaps,  as  well 
begin  my  explanation  in  the  tmnal  form  need  this 
morning;  and  will  state,  therefore,  that  I  have 
bean  a  Clay  Whig  all  my  life;  but  I  have  never 
been  congratulated  by  an  Abolitionist,  [laughter,] 
•nd  that  Henry  Clay  never  did  abandon  me,  aa  be 
was  unkind  enotigh  to  do  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Moaoair;]  but  adhered  lo  me 
in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  my  changeful  Ufe. 

In  refarenca  to  tbia  very  mw»  matur,  which 
has  been  brought  before  thisHouas— with  all  due 
respect  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Stanton,]  and  with  a  conviction  that  his  motives 
were  perfectly  correct — I  must  say,  I  think  he 
mred  in  bringing  it  before  the  House  at  all;  and  I 
think  he  further  erred,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  say 
so,  in  laying  it  before  the  House,  without  giving 
me  aome  notice  that  he  was  going  to  do  so,  and 
without  exhibiting  to  me  those  documenta  so  in- 
teresting to  me.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  I  did  not  do  it  solely  ifpon 


my  own  suggestion.  It  was  first  suggested  in  a 
conversation  with  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  and 
I  afterwards  consuttad  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  from  the  result  of  such 
eonattltation  I  determined  to  do  it. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  do  not  intend  to  find  fault 
with  the  course  which  has  been  pursued;  but  I 
will  only  say,  that  it  is  my  opinion}  as  1  hava  a 
right  to  Bay,  interested  as  I  am  m  it,  being  a 
grave  political  controversy,  which  may  perhaps 
result  in  my  political  death,  [laughter,]  I  will  say 
I  think  he  erred. 

Well,  they  say  I  have  smufgled  this  matter  out 
of  the  way.  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  hava  it  brought 
before  the  House.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  in  a 
few  words  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  my 
I  eoorae  upon  thia  matter;  and  I  do  not  suppoae  that 
I  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  will  think  that  I 
have  not  acted  upon  good  reasons. 

An  ex-member  of  the  last  Congres8,an  eminent 
and  worthy  gentleman,  asked  me  if  I  would  pre- 
sent a  petition  or  memorial  of  tha  character  re- 
ferred to,  from  the  city  of  New  York,  if  signed 
by  respectable  gentlemen  in  that  city.  I  told  him 
I  would  not  hesitate  to  do  so,  as  the  gentlemen  who 
should  sign  it  were  conatituenu  of  the  member 
whose  seat  was  sought  to  be  contested,  and  must 
seek  some  other  organ  of  communication  to  the 
House.  Upon  that  assurance  the  memorial  was 
sent,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. I  did  not  read  it  before  it  was  so  referred. 
The  memorial  was  shown  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  most  interested  in  it,  and  he  told  me 
the  character  of  each  and  every  signer  of  that 
paper;  and  he  painted  their  character  in  by  no 
means  favorable  colors. 

Subsequently,  in  confirmation  of  his  representa- 
tions, we  received  a  most  detectable  document, 
somewhat  similar  in  its  character  to  those  which 
kave  entertained  the  House  at  my  expense.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  ajetterfrom  the  same  gentleman — 
for  it  seems  to  be  in  the  same  hand  writing,  and 
written  by  one^but  signed  *'  more  than  one  Irith- 
man."  It  is  an  anonymous  letter.  Here  ia  the 
letter,  (holding  it  up  before  the  House.)  The 
characters  Seem  to  swell  and  grow  larger,  aa  the 
writer  swelled  in  indignation;  and  by  the  time  that 
he  reached  the  close  of  the  page,  he  makes  euoh 
characters  as  I  have  no  doubt  the  Speaker  can  see 
from  his  chair.  He  aaya.  In  such  swelling  char- 
acters, "  ffhe  haspaperitUt  Mm  iBow  them" — in 
cbaraetaia  larg«  enough  to  make  a  sign  for  a 
wholesale  commission  store.    [Laughter.] 

I,  of  course,  could  make  no  reply  to  that,  and 
I  showed  it  to  my  friends.  From  these,  in  con- 
nection with  other  facts,  talcing  in  view  the  fact 
that  it  was  couched  in  unasual  terms,  and  asked 
that  a  committee  be  sent  to  New  York,  and  that 
I  it  was  unaccompanied  by  any  proof,  we  waited 
'  some  little  time;  the  committee  met;  {  woa  not 
present;  but  they  determined  to  ask  the  House  to 
diseharge  them  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorial.  The  chairman  cams  to  me  and  re- 
quested that  I  should  make  the  report  ofthe  com- 
mittee. I  did  so,  having  originally  presented  the 
memorial,  concurring, as  I  did,  in  tn>  conetasion 
of  the  committee. 

I  afterwards  received  another  document,  even 
more  interesting  than  either  of  the  others,  abusing 
me  and  the  committee  in  the  moat  delectable  or- 
thography, taking  great  liberties  with  our  good 
names  and  characters,  and  still  greater  with  the 
Clueen's  English.  Itseems  to  meUiatif  anything 
is  to  be  done  in  this  matter,  the  first  step  ought  to 
be  ttiken  by  her  Majesty  the  Q.aeen  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  have  been  waiting  for  her  to  first  avenge 
the  outrage  which  has  been  committed  upon  her 
Majesty^  langnasc.  When  that  insult  has  bsen 
settled  or  avenged,  when  their  differences  have 
been  amicably  adjusted,  I  may  then  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  hunt  ap  Mr.  John  Griffin,  and 
hold  him  responsible  for  charging  me  with  lyhi^. 
[Laughter.]  He  ought  not  to  have  done  it.  It  is 
simply  a  question  of  veracity  between  him  and 
myself.  He  says  I  lied  in  mythroat;  t  say  I  dia 
not.  [Laughter.]  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  am- 
icably adjusted.  [Renewed  laughter.]  But  he 
takes  greater  liberty,  even,  with  my  friend  from 
New  York  than  witn  myself  He  calls  him  a  ras- 
k-i-l,  [great  laughter,]  and  of  the  superfine  stamp. 

A  Member.    Read  it. 

Mr.  EWING.  No,  1  will  not  read  the  letter. 
His  language  is,  that  ■■  Mike  is  a  superfine  roa- 


kil."  He  signs  himself,  ■■  A  Hard  Shell  Demo- 
crat." Now,  sir,  I  confess,  to  the  charge  the gen- 
Utman — as  my  colleague  upon  the  Committee  of 
Elections  [Mr.  Stanton]  is  pleased  to  call  him — 
a  gentleman,  I  suppose,  by  way  of  a  joke,  [laugh- 
ter]— I  confess  to  the  truth  of  the  charge  that  I 
did  wish  to  *■  smuggle"  tha  matter  from  the  House; 
or,  rather,  to  be  more  accurate  in  the  expression, 
I  did  not  think  it  worthy  to  occupy  tbs  attention 
of  even  one  member  of  the  House.  The  whole 
affiur  aeems  to  be  founded  in  malice,  from  the  fact 
that,  in  the  first  communication  it  is  said  that 
they  would  not  have  published  thia — that  is,  that 
Mike  was  on  Irishman — but  for  the  fact  that,  in  a 
private  correspondence,  Mike  had  given  them  an 
iDsult.  He  says  he  would  "  sometimes  say, 
'Never  mind;  it  takes  us  (meaning  us  Irish)  to 
come  the  shy  over  the  Yan-k-e-y  SofSi.' "  [Lai4;b- 
Ur.] 

It  seems  from  this  letter  that  if  there  were  any 
fraud,  these  people  were  confederates  in  the  fraud; 
and  now  they  want  to  turn  State's  evidence,  and 
revenge  themselvea  upon  the  honorable  member 
from  New  York  on  account  of  some  fancied  or  real 
insult.  [Cries  of  "That's  clear!  That's  clear."] 
Of  course,  I  had  no  other  interest  in  the  matter 
except  that  I  should  very  much  regret  to  lose  so 
useful  and  industrious  a  member  from  this  House. 
He  is,  I  believe,  now  present,  as  he  almost  always 
is,  as  well  as  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Keitt,]  and  myself.  [Laughter.]  I  say  the  ser- 
vices of  BO  industrious  a  member  could  not  well  be 
dispensed  with;  and  I  could,  therefore,  of  course, 
have  no  feeling  in  common  with  those  gaitUmen 
who  wish  to  pursue  this  prosecution.  I  have  no 
other  explanation  to  make  further,  gave  that  I  wish 
it  borne  in  mind  that  I  am  a  Whig  of  the  Henry 
Clay  school,  and  that  he  did  not  forsake  me  when 
the  slavery  question  came  up,  aa  he  did  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  With  these  remarks,  sir, 
I  will  not  trouble  the  House  ftirtfaer  with  an  affair 
so  unimportant.  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will 
concur  with  ma  in  the  propriety  of  pursuing  tha 
course  I  did. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bailt,]  that  this  matter 
should  never  have  been  brought  before  the  House. 
But,  upon  subsequent  inquiry,  I  learn  that  these 
letters  were  never  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions at  all.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  did  not 
adhere  to  my  original  purpose,  and  insist  that 
these  papers  should  not  be  read.  But  I  think  the 
House  ought  now  to  dispose  summarily  of  the 
matter.  A  motion  has  been  made  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  Elections  from  the  further  oonaid- 
eration  of  the  memorial.  In  order  to  close  debate, 
1  will  move  to  lay  the  memorial  upon  the  table.  Tha 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  ac- 
complish the  purpose,  but  we  would  have  to  go  a 
round-about  way  to  accomplish  it.  It  would  require 
a  (uapenaion  ofthe  rules;  and  there  is  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  already  pending;  and  as  the 
memorial  was  presented  and  refeired  und«r  the 
rule,  there  may  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether  we 
hava  the  right  to  reconsider  the  reference.  I 
think,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  it 
should  never  have  been  received;  but  the  best 
way  we  can  dispose  of  it  now  is  to  discharge  tha 
committee  from  its  fiirther  consideration,  and  lay 
it  upon  tha  table. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vii^ginia.  My  friend  from 
South  Carolina  will  allow  me  tosaya  word.  Tha 
remarka  which  I  made  were  preaicatad  on  the 
supposition  that  these  letters  bad  been  referred 
with  the  memorial.  Otherwise  I  could  not  con- 
ceive why  they  were  brought  here.  My  remarks, 
I  distinctly  say,  were  predicated  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  those  matters  had  been  referred.  If  they 
had  not  been  referred,  then  I  adhere  to  my  former 
remark  that  they  were  introduced  through  inad- 
vertency, but  very  improperly. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  Chair  un- 
derstands that  the  letters  were  not  referred,  either 
in  the  House  or  under  the  rule,  and  that  iha  me- 
morial was  the  only  paper  referred. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1  hava  no  furtbar  suggaation  to 
make. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  that  there  will  be 
unanimous  consent  to  exclude  these  letters  from 
the  Congressional  Globe.  They  have  coma  im- 
properly before  tiie  House,  and  1  do  not  think  that 
they  should  be  allowed  a  place  there. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  gentleman  from  Kan- 
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tuoky  utes  thtm  as  part  of  his  apeech ;  and  he  has 
the  power  to  euppreM  them,  irhe  chooses. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  The  House 
-will  recollect  that  I  did  not  desire  the  reading  of 
more  than  a  single  paragraph  of  the  letters — no 
■  more  than  four  or  five  lines — and  that  portion 
going  to  censnre  the  Committee  of  Elections.  I 
shall  not  publish  the  letters,  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
in  my  printed  remarks. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  no  motion  is  neres- 
sanr. 

The  question  vas  taken ;  and  the  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  ftirther  consideration  of  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  mOT*  to  lay  the  memorial  apon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TIME  OP  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  question  is  on 
a  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Qtorgtf, 
[Mr.  HiLLTM,]  that  the  rules  be  suspended  in 
order  that  he  may  introduce  a  bill  to  change  the 
time  for  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  The  bill  is  short,  and  I  would 
ask  its  reading. 

The  biU  was  read.  It  provides  that  hereafter  the 
day  appointed  by  taw  for  the  meeting  of  Congress 
shall  be  the  first  Monday  in  November  of  each 
year,  instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  December. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  mo- 
tion for  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  BRIDGES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  subsequently  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  renew  the  de- 
mand for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question,  was  taken,  and  there  were— yeas 
115,  nays  58;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Menra.  Aikeii,  JanMM  C.  AHen,  WilKii  Allea, 
Appleion,  A(be,  DiTid  J.  Bailef,  Thoniai  H.  Biyly,  BaH, 
Banks,  Belcher,  Bell,  Beiuon,  Bentnn,  Bllm,  Elocnck, 
Boyre,  Brooks, Campbell,  Carpenter,  Canillier>,Chiinbrr, 
lain,  Chandler,  Cbrisman,  Clincnisn,  ColqoJtt,  Corwio, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  Jobn  O.  Daris,  Damon,  Da  Wiu,  Dick, 
Pisncy,  Kdinands,  Everharl,  Farley,  Faulkner,  Fentnn, 
Flagler,  Fnller,  Giddings,  Onodricii,  Green,  Oreenwond, 
Grew,Aafon  Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan, SamaaonW.  Har- 
ris, Harrison,  Hastings,  Haven,  Hrndrlcks,  Hsnn,  Hillyer, 
Howe,  Hn(he.s,  Ingersoll,  JolinDOD,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwell, 
Knox,  Lamb,  Lntnam,  Lindley,  Liiidsley,  McCullnch, 
Malleson,  May,  Middleswarth,  John  G.  MllNir,  Smith 
HUler,  Millson,  Morijan,  Niqbols,  Norton,  Oldn,  Mor- 
deeai  Oliver^  Orr,  Parker,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins, 
Preilon,  Prinele,  Pnryeer,  Reese,  Riddle,  David  Ritchie, 
Thninna  Ritchey,  Runell,  Sabin,  Seward,  Shannon, 
Shower,  Samuel  A  Smith,  William  Smith,  Frederick  P. 
Sianlon,  Richard  H.  SUinion,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Straub,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thurston, 
Tracy,  Trnul,  Tweed,  Uphnm,  Vansant,  Wade,  Walker, 
Walley,  F,llibu  B.  WaKlihnrne,  Israel  Washburn,  Jubn 
Wenlwortb,  and  Zollicofler— IIS. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barksdale,  Barry,  Bridges,  Caakie, 
Chorchwell,  Clark,  Cobb^ox,  Cullom,  Dickinson,  Dow- 
dell,  DuiMrKro,  Eastman,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  Thomas  D. 
Eliot,  Ellison,  Etherid»>.  Florence,  Goods,  Hamilton, 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hilt,  Hooston,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Olancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kurtz, 
Letcher,  Lilly,  McMullla,MurrHy,  Noble,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Packer,  Peck,  Peckham,  Phelps,  Powell,  Ready,  Bobbins, 
BalBn,  Sapp,  Shaw,  Singleton,  Skelton,  Gerrit  Smith, 
George  W.  Smyth,  Hesini  L.  Stevens,  David  Swart,  John 
L.  Taylor,  Vaif,  wheeler,  Wine,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 
58. 

So,  two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  saspended. 

MODIFICATIOH  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  want  the  earof  thechairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whjie  I 
have  that  of  the  Speaker.  I  ask  for  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  enable  the  chairman 
of ')}•  CommitUe  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report 
a  bill  reducing  the  revenue  and  adjusting  the 
tann. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.    I  object. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  1  desire  to  submit  a 
minority  report.  If  one  report  be  submitted,  so 
ought  the  other.  Will  the  gentleman  include  in 
his  motion  the  minority  as  well  as  the  majority 
report? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  minority  report  would 
come  in  more  regularly  afker  the  majority  report 
had  been  submitted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  presume  the  gentleman 
.from  New  York  will  not  object  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  centlemwi  firom  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  accept  the  modification. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ritchie]  will  withdraw 
his  objection.  The  bills  are  merely  asked  to  be 
received  for  reference,  and  that  they  may  be 
printed. 

Mr.  PENNINGTON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  and  yeas  and  nays  were  both  refused. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  (two  thirds 
voting  in  the  affirmative)  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  HOUSTON, from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  bill;  which 
was  then  read  a  first  and  second  lime  by  its  title, 
as  follows: 

A  bill  reducing  the  rates  of  duty  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  wish  to  state  that  I  have 
accompanied  the  substitute  drawn  up  by  a  minority 
of  tlie  committee  with  a  report,  which  1  desire  to 
have  printed  with  the  bill. 

The  bill  and  substitute  were  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union , 
and,  together  with  the  report  presented  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TIME  OF  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  by 
the  Clerk  that  there  was  a  mistake  upon  the 
former  vote  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  Hillter]  to  suspend  the 
rules.  The  vote  being  115  to  57;  and  that  being 
two  thirds,  the  rules  are  suspended. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  change  the  day  for  the  annual  assem- 
bling of  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  teaipere.  The  question 
now  will  be  upon  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  do  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech  to  the  House  in  support  of  the  bill  I  have 
introduced;  and  I  only  deaire  to  say  just  one  word 
in  reply  to  the  remarka  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones,]  the  other  day,  in 
relation  to  the  proposition  that  Congress  should 
meet  prior  to  the  first  Monday  of  December.  The 
position  taken  on  that  occasion  by  that  gentleman 
was,  that  Congress,  upon  assembling  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  would  do  nothing  until  after 
Christmas;  and  if  Congress  assembled  at  an  earlier 
day  than  the  first  Monday  of  December,  that  still 
no  business  would  be  done  until  after  the  Christ- 
mas holidays  were  passed.  I  merely  wish  to  say, 
by  way  of  reply  to  the  position  taken  by  that 
gentleman,  that  the  very  object  I  had  in  view  in 
introducing  this  bill  was  to  avoid  the  force  of 
the  gentleman's  objection.  I  know  it  has  been 
the  general  practice  of  Congress  to  do  but  little 
business  before  Christmas,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  the  first  week  of  the  session,  and  even  more 
than  that,  is  consumed  by  the  members  in  draw- 
ing their  seats,  in  the  organization  of  the  House, 
the  appointment  of  committees,  in  providing 
themseiverwilh  rooms,  and  in  making  arrange- 
ments to  remain  here  during  the  winter. 

After  these  necessary  preliminary  arrangements 
are  completed,  we  are  come  to  the  middle  of  De- 
cember, and  are  approaching  the  Christmas  holi- 
days; and  generally  but  litUe  business  has  been 
transacted  before  the  expiration  of  that  time. 
My  object,  then,  is,  that  the  House  should  meet 
earlier,  at  least  about  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber, thereby  adding  another  month  to  the  sliort 
session,  so  that  members  could  make  the  necessary 
arrangements,  &c,,  and  then  proceed  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  in  good  earnest — thus  giving 
us  time  to  act  upon  the  vast  amount  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  long  seaeion  that  may  remain  undis- 
posed of.  And  also  to  act  more  judiciously  and 
properly  upon  the  tjuestions  appropriately  arising 
for  our  consideration  during  the  short  session.  U 
is  within  the  experience  of  every  man  that  has 
any  experience  on  this  subject,  that  three  months 
is  too  snort  a  time  to  be  allotted  to  the  short  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  It  ought  to  be  extended  at  least 
one  month. 

1  shall  not  pursue  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
any  further,  but  yield  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Peckham]  to  make  a  motion  to  amend.      ' 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  ••  the  first  Monday  in  November," 


and  inaert  in  lieu  thereof  "  the  first  Monday  in 
October;"  and  upon  that  1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  WUI  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous 
question,  and  allow  me  to  say  one  word  r 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Certainly;  I  withdraw  the 
ciUI  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  would  stautothe  Hooae, 
that  unless  they  fix  the  day  of  meeting  on  the 
second  Monday  in  November,  the  State  of  Mary- 
land cannot  be  represented  in  this  House  at  the 
commencement  nf  the  next  Congress.  By  the 
constitution  of  Maryland,  the  day  of  thegencrai 
election  for  that  State  is  fixed  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November.  We  must  therefore  either  have 
a  special  election  for  members  of  Congress,  or  we 
must  at  times  be  unrepresented  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  House,  or  we  must  elect  a  year  in  ad- 
vance; all  and  either  of  which  will  be  wrong  and 
injurious  in  operating  upon  us. 

J  think  it  wrong,  and  I  think  that  the  people  of 
Maryland  will  consider  it  wrong  to  resort  to  the 
latter  alternative,  believing  that  Repreaeniativcs 
shodld  be  elected  as  soon  before  the  convening  of 
Congress  sa  they  well  can;  becauae  then  will 
they  more  likely  reflect  the  sentiments  of  iheir 
constituents,  and  then  they  are  more  immedialeiy 
responsible  to  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  GOODE.  What  is  the  time  of  the  assem- 
bling of  Congress  provided  for  in  the  original  bill  ? 
A  na  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion? 

The  SPEAKER  pn  ttmpon.  The  bill  as  U 
now  stands,  as  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Hillteb,]  provides  that  the  future 
meetings  of  Congress  shall  take  place  on  the  firM 
Monday  in  November.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  proposes  to  strike  out  the  wortls  "  first 
Monday  in  November,"  and  insert  in  lien  thereof 
the  words  "  the  first  Monday  in  October."  If 
the  previous  (luestion  be  demanded  and  auaiained, 
it  will  bring  the  House  first  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  then 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and  ordering  it  to 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GOODE.  I  desire  to  say  that  theoriginal 
bill  propoees  to  lengthen  each  session  of  Congress 
one  month,  so  as  to  add  sixty  days  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  country,  and  sixty  days  additional 
expense  to  the  country.  It  proposes  thirty  days 
addition  to  each  session,  which  will  be  sixty  days 
for  the  two  years. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  double  this  addi- 
tional time,  by  adding  sixty  days  to  aaeh  session. 
Let  the  country  understand  that  fact.  The  object 
is,  or,  at  least,  the  result  will  be,  to  prolong  the 
sessions  of  Congress.  The  tendency  is — and  the 
fact  has  been  declared  frequently  by  distinguished 
statesmen — to  make  our  aessions  of  Congress  per- 
petual. Sir,  the  evil  of  this  age  is  excess  of  legis- 
lation, and  weore  providing,  by  this  bill,  to  add  to 
that  evil.  Theae  remarka  are  designed  simply  to 
justify  my  vote  in  opposition  to  this  bill,  and  I  de- 
sired to  have  my  grounds  of  opposition  recorded. 

Mr.  BARKSDALE.  By  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Misaiasippi,  our  Stale 
elections  are  reouired  to  be  held  on  the  first  MoB- 
day  and  day  following  in  November.  The  act  of 
the  Legislature  passed  in  1833,  providing  for  the 
election  of  members  of  Congress,  conforms  to  this 
provision  in  our  constitution;  and  since  that  pe- 
riod our  State  and  congressional  elections  have 
bten  held  at  the  same  time— on  the  first  Monday 
and  day  following  in  November.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  convened  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January  lost,  and  adjourned  in  March;  and  wSI 
not  meet  again  until  January,  1856. 

The  constitution  also  contains  the  foUowag 
provision: 

"  Whenever  two  thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  Lrgisto- 
tnre  shall  deem  eay  change,  alteration,  or  amendment  ac- 
cessary to  this  consUtutlon,  sncb  proposed  ebange,  aliera- 
tion,  or  amendment  shall  be  read  and  passed  by  a  msjortiy 
of  two  thirds  of  each  House,  respectively,  on  eaeh  day  Ibr 
three  successive  days ;  puUic  Dodce  thereof  ataall  Ibea  be 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  SUte  at  least  six  asoniks  pieoed- 
fng'tbe  next  general  election,  at 'which  the  qiMlilleii  deel- 
ors  sliall  vote  directly  Tor  or  against  such  change,  alteracloa, 
or  amendment ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  fb« 
qaalided  electors  voting  for  members  of  the  Legislatare 
shsll  have  voted  for  the  proposed  chasce,  altwaliOB,  or 
amendment,  then  it  shall  be  inserted,  by  die  next  succeed- 
ing  Legislature,  as  a  part  of  this  coustitulion,  and  notolher- 
wf»e." 

The  House  will  see  at  once  that  the  per^  A>r 
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holding  our  State  election  is  fixed  by  the  conati- 
tntion,  and  cannot  be  altered  unleas  in  the  manner 
preacribtd  by  it,  according  to  the  above  clause. 
fPhe  bill  under  considerauon  provides  that  Con- 
gress shall  meet  on  the  first  Mondayof  Novem- 
ber, the  very  day  of  our  election.  The  Legisla- 
ture may  alter  the  time  of  electing  our  members  of 
Congress  without  any  change  of  our  State  con- 
stitution; but  the  Legislature  will  not  meet  again 
until  January,  1656,  two  months  after  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  according  to  the  time  specified  in  the 
bill. 

The  Governor  would  be  compelled  then  to  call 
an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  at  considerable 
•xpensa  to  the  State,  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
members  of  Congress,  or  the  Stale  of  J\dissis8ippi 
'would  be  disfranchised  by  this  bill  for  an  entire 
nsonih,  because  it  would  require  at  least  that  length 
of  time  for  the  members  to  reach  the  capital  after 
the  election.  It  would  also  require  us  to  separate 
our  State  and  congressional  elections,  until  our 
conatilQiioa  could  oa  altered  so  as  to  unite  thaoa 
again. 

The  act  of  our  Legislature,  prescribing  the  time 
for  electing  members  of  Congress,  waa  passed 
in  conformity  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  fixing  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  Congress 
«n  the  first  Monday  of  December;  and  I  contend, 
air,  it  would  be  palpably  unjust  and  oppresaivs 
DOW  to  change  it,  without  giving  all  the  Slates  Hue 
Doticeof  your  intention  to  do  so.  -^ir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  this  law  should  be  imposed  on  any 
State  in  this  Union,  when  its  efTect  will  be  to  dis- 
franchise that  State  from  any  portion  of  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  During  the  period  when  the 
Representatives  from  Mississippi  could  not  be 
here,  questions  deeply  afiectiitg  her  rights  and  in- 
terests may  be  before  this  body,  and  she  would 
have  no  voice  in  their  decision.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  waa  introduced  to- 
day, and  is  being  hurried  through  the  House, 
without  any  time  whatever  for  reflection  or  delib- 
eration upon  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  do  not  riaa 
ehher  to  advocate  or  oppose  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  but  I  do  mean  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply 
to  the  argument  of  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Hahiltdh,]  and  others,  in  respect  to  the  effect  of 
the  State  constitutions  upon  the  mode  and  time 
of  electing  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  allow  me  to  explain  in  reference  to 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  in  the  Stale  of 
Maryland.  Itsays  nothing  about  the  election  of 
members  of  Congress.  ITiat  is  left  for  the  Le- 
gislature to  provide  for.  But  a  law  has  been  passed 
apeeifyingtnetime  of  the  election;  and  unless  this 
bill  is  altered,  there  will  have  to  be  a  special  elec- 
tion called  before  the  commencement  of  the  next 
Congress. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  What  I  was  proceeding  to  say 
waa,  that  so  far  aa  the  State  constitutions  which 
contain  provisiona  in  reference  to  the  mode  and 
time  of  holding  clectiona  for  membera  of  Con- 
gress are  concerned,  paradoxical  as  the  remark 
may  appear,  these  constitutions  are  unconstitu- 
tional; for  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  any  con- 
atitution  or  law  of  any  Slate  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, provides  that "  the  limes,  places,and 
manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Rep- 
tesentatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by 
the  Legislature  thereof;"  and  not  by  their  consti- 
tutional conventions,  or  by  any  provisions  of  fun- 
damental law.  It  goes  on  to  say:  "  But  the  Con- 
gress may ,  at  any  time  by  law,  make  or  alter  such 
regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
Senators." 

Only  the  first  part  is  applicable.  The  whole 
authority  in  fixing  the  time  and  place  of  the  elec- 
tion for  members  of  Congress  is  committed  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States,  and  not  to  their  conventions. 

Well,  as  to  the  present  Congress,  its  members 
are  already  elected;  and  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Statea  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  nothing  whatever.  Their 
next  election  will  take  place  at  a  period  subsequent 
to  the  expiration  of  this  Coocress;  and  the  Legis- 
laturea  in  the  mean  time  will  nave  ample  opportu- 
nity to  choiige  their  lawa;  not  their  conatitiitions, 
because  their  conatitutiona  on  this  point,  aa  1  have 
already  said,  are  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  Withthe  gentleman's  per- 


mission, 1  wilTmake  one  remark.  The  constitu- 
tion of  Maryland  fixes  the  first  Wednesday  in 
November  as  the  time  of  our  general  Slate  election. 
The  same  time  is  fixed  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
election  of  members  of  Congress;  and  thus  the 
gentleman  will  perceive  that  we  must  have  a  special 
election,  or  wont  Representatives  here  for  a  short 
time. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  commenced  what  I  had  to 
say  ty  stating  that  1  did  not  rise  to  support  this 
bill.  The  case  which  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land statea  is  one  of  the  strongest  I  have  heard.  I 
do  think,  and  have  always  thought,  that  the  elec- 
tions for  membera  of  Congress  ought  to  be  sep- 
arated from  all  the  State  eteetiona,  whether  they 
be  for  Governor,  sheriff,  conatable,  or  anything 
else;  because  it  breaks  up  all  chance  of  combina- 
tions of  parties.  They  ought  to  be-  elected  by 
themselvesi  I  have  always  thought  that  tliat 
would  be  the  best  mode  of  legislation. 

What  the  gentleman  has  stated  would  be  good 
Bigumeot,  so  far  as  his  State  was  concerned,  for 
changing  the  law;  but  I  am  not  arguing  in  favor 
of  this  law.  If  that  thing  could  be  dons  which 
General  Jackaon  thought  could  not  be  done,  and  in 
respect  to  which  1  believe  that  he  was  right, 
though  I  am  sorry  such  is  the  law;  if  by  law  we 
could  limit  in  advance  the  first  session  of  Congress 
and  prolong  the  second,  so  as  to  equalize  the  two 
sessions,  1  think  that  it  would  be  one  of  the  wisest 
things  that  we  could  do.  But  I  agree  with  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  that  you  have  not  the  power  by  law 
in  advance  to  limit  the  first  session  of  Congress. 
And  the  question  before  the  American  Congreaa 
is,  whether  we  cannot  approach  equalization  of  the 
sessions  of  Congress  under  the  pressure  of  hot 
weather  in  summer,  with  the  prospect  of  a  five- 
months  session  ahead  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  iolroduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
because  ita  proviaiuns  conflict  with  the  time  fixed 
for  the  electiona  in  my  State.  Our  elections  come 
off  the  first  Monday  of  November.  That  time 
was  fixed  becauae  experience  in  that  State  has 
ahown  that  electiona  cannot  be  held  there  before 
that  time,  so  as  to  secure  a  fuH  expression  of  the 
public  sentiment.  Formerly  we  had  our  elections 
m  Louisiana  during  the  dog-days,  emd  the  conse- 
quence was  that,  owing  to  the  sickness  which 
prevails  in  that  State,  and  upon  our  streams  in 
the  southwest,  a  very  large  proportion  of  gentle- 
men who  were  away  couFd  not  get  back  to  attend 
the  elections.  It  is  well  known,  I  presume,  to  a 
very  large  number  of  gentlemen  here,  that  the 
yellow  fever  prevailed  there  last  year  very  early 
in  the  spring,  and  quite  late  in  the  fall — so  late 
that  it  is  known  to  some  of  my  friends  here  that 
1  was  detained  at  home  twenty  days  after  the  ses- 
sion commenced,  because  of  the  sickness  of  my 
wife,  who  was  prostrated  by  the  yellow  fever. 
The  elections  in  Louisiana  have  been  fixed  in 
November,  as  the  earliest  period  in  the  season  at 
which  citizens  would  return  to  their  homes  to 
deposit  their  votes.  I  say  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  to  fix  the  time 
for  the  commencement  of  the  sessions  of  Congress 
at  an  earlier  day,  and  thus  force  her  to  hold  her 
electiona  for  (nembers  of  Congress  twei\e  months 
in  advance.  I  believe  that  no  eieclioas  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress  take  place  in  December  in  any 
part  of  the  United  Statea.  In  nearly  all  the 
months  preceding  December,  elections  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress  take  place  in  some  of  the  Stales 
of  the  Union,  I  appeal  to  gertllemeo  to  give  us  a 
chance  in  Louisiana,  in  Mississippi,  in  Maryland, 
and  elsewhere  where  elections  are  held  in  Novem- 
ber, so  that  ws  may  go  home,  and  defend  our- 
selves, if  necessuy,  and  not  compel  elections  to 
be  held  twelve  months  before  the  term  of  service 
commences. 

Mr.McMULLIN.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Batlt] 
has  satisfied  this  House  that  it  is  perfectly  com- 
petent for  every  State  in  the  Union  to  fix  the  time 
of  its  elections  by  law.  I  would  remind  the  House, 
and  my  worthy  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Baresoale,]  of  the  fact,  that  they  can,  in  that 
State,  elect  their  members  of  Congress  as  they  do 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Ohio,  so  that  the 
argument  of  my  friend  roust  fall  to  the  ground. 

But,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  stated  by  my  friend  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  Jones.]  He  has  told  the  House  that  they 
could  not  hold  their  etectiuns  in  thai  Stale,  unless 
in  the  fall  of  the  yetur,. because  of  the  sickneaa; 


and  that  waa  bia  objection  to  the  earlier  meeting 
of  Congress.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman  that  hia 
State  can  change  the  time  of  their  elections.  They 
can  hold  them  in  the  month  of  April,  or  May,  as 
we  do  in  Virginia,  to  avoid  the  sickly  season  of 
the  year. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  notice  very  briefly, 
and  to  answer  the  argument  of  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Goodb.]  We  have 
been  told  by  that  gentleman,  that  we  have  too 
much  legislation.  1  ask  my  honorable  colleague, 
if  the  work  of  thirty-one  Slates  can  be  done  aa 
easily  as  that  of  thirteen  ?  This  Government  con- 
sists of  thirty-one  Slates,  while  originally — and 
when  the  terms  of  holding  sessions  of  Congress 
were  fixed — it  consisted  of  but  thirteen;  and,  of 
course,  a  greater  amount  of  legislation  is  required. 
Now,  what  are  the  facts  as  to  the  business  befors 
this  Congress,'  There  have  been  before  this  House 
a  number  of  bills,  both  of  a  public  and  private 
character,  which  have  been  here  for  years,  and 
have  not  been  disposed  of,  because  you  have  had 
legislation  on  subjects  which  have  agitated,  not 
only  the  minds  of  members  of  Congress,  but 
which  have  agitated  the  minds  of  the  people.  I 
particularly  refer  to  the  negro  question  which  is 
continually  brought  forward,  and,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  which,  the  time  of  the  American  Congress 
is  unnecessarily  and  improperly  consumed,  until 
it  has  become  the  cry  of  the  presses  throughout 
the  country  that  we  do  not  attend  to  the  business 
in  which  the  private  interests  of  the  community, 
and  their  private  fortunes  are  invoked.  And  yet 
we  are  told  by  my  colleague,  that  we  have  too 
much  legislation.  I  grant  you  that  we  have  too 
much  legislation  of  an  improper  character;  but  it 
is  necessary,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  with  a 
view  to  the  consummation  of  the  public  business, 
that  there  should  be  more  time  allotted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  business  of  the  country. 

And  while  I  am  opposed  to  our  taking  a  recess 
for  this  session,  for  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  here 
to-day  that  I  shall  be  a  member  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, and  certainly  if  much  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  threats  of  the  party  designated  by 
the  significant  cognomen  of  Know  Nothings,  I 
would  seem  to  have  but  little  chance  of  returning 
here,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  this  bill. 
I  know  the  fact  that  there  are  buls  of  a  private 
character  in  which  my  own  distMct  is  interested, 
which  have  been  before  Congress  for  many  years. 
There  is  a  bill  from  western  Virginia  in  reference 
to  the  judiciary,  which  was  reported  five  years 
ago,  and  which  cannot  be  reached  this  Congress. 
Ihe  bill  is  simple  in  its  character,  propnsine  to 
allow  the  judge  to  hold  his  terms  in  western  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  increase  his  salary.  That  bill,  I 
say,  cannot  be  reached,  and  the  same  is  true  of 
an  immense  mass  of  private  matter,  and  yet  the 
gentleman,  my  colleague,  [Mr.  GoooE,]  says  to 
the  House  and  the  country,  that  we  have  too 
much  legislation.  I  agree  with  him  that  we  have, 
but  it  is  of  an  improper  character.  Let  us  equal- 
ize the  length  of  the  two  sessions,  and  for  that 
purpose  let  us  pass  this  bill,  and  my  word  for  it,  if 
gentlemen  will  go  home  and  present  the  facts  to 
their  constituents,  they  will  be  borne  out  in  their 
action.    I  hope  the  House  will  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  1  will  not  delay  the 
House  by  any  extended  remarks.  I  simply  wish 
to  express  my  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  also  to 
the  amendment,  for  the  reason  that,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  it  is  entirely  unnecessary.  And  why? 
1  say  here,  that  notwithstanding  we  have  ex- 
hausted so  much  of  the  present  eesaion  in  discuss- 
ing a  question  which  has  touched  the  heart  of  the 
nation,  if  members  will  agree  this  day,  to  meet  at 
eleven  o'clock,  for  a  month  hence,  and  sit  five 
hours  each  day,  we  can  act  upon  ever}  important 
bill  presented  to  theHouse.  I, for  one, am  willing 
to  take  that  course.  If  gentlemen  will  content 
themselves  with  short  and  sensible  explanations 
of  the  matters  before  us,  business  can  be  dis- 
patched with  great  rapidity.  I  think  we  oueht  to 
confine  our  remark%  to  five  minute  speeches.  They 
are  quite  as  effective  as  longer  ones.  1  think  it 
unwise  to  extend  the  length  of  what  is  called  the 
short  session.  The  Constitution  prescribes  the 
first  day  of  December  as  the  day  upon  which  the 
sessions  of  Congress  shall  copiinence,  unless 
changed  by  a  law  of  Congress.  The  fourth  set!- 
tion  of  the  first  prticle  of  the  Constitution  d^- 
dares: 
"  Tliat  Congress  ilisll  assoaUe  at  lesM  unee  in  every 
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year,  and  nueh  mectlaK  shall  be  on  the  fint  Monday  in  De- 
cember, unlets  Ibey  ehall  by  lew,  appoini  a  different  day." 

I  think  Uie  long  session  of  Congress  ought 
never  to  last  beyond  the  first  of  July;  and,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  from  seven  years'  experience 
hete,  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  I  can  name  to 
yoff  a  single  measure,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
adopted  By  Congress,  which  would  curtail  the 
length  of  the  lon^  session  at  least  one  third.  I 
mean  the  esUblianment  of  a  board  of  accounts,  to 
pass  upon  private  claims.  That  measure  was 
presented  in  the  Senate  a  few  years  ago,  by  a  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  HoN- 
TlcR,]  and  it  was  recommended  to  our  considera- 
tion. You  cannot  act  upon  private  claims  in  so 
large  a  body  as  this.  It  you  should  establish  a 
board  of  accoiuita,  you  would  find  no  necessity 
for  a  longer  session  than  four  or  six  months  at  a 
time. 

I  am  op^sed  to  a  recess  of  Congress,  and  still 
I  do  not  wish  to  stay  here  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September  of  this  year.  The  cholera 
prevails  all  over  the  country,  and  Is  said  now  to 
be  in  our  neighborhood;  and  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  necessity  of  our  remaining  later  than  the 
20th  of  July,  or  the  1st  of  August.  By  meeting 
at  eleven  o  clock  daily,  we  can  do  all  our  business 
by  that  time.  We  can  take  up  the  Calendar,  and 
go  through  with  it  from  the  be^nning  to*the  end, 
and  pass  upon  every  bill  upon  it,  if  members  will 
meet  at  an  early  hour,  and  content  themselves 
with  making  five-minute  speeches  in  explanation 
of  them.     1  trust  the  House  will  not  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  QIDDINGS  It  appears  to  me,  as  I  view 
this  subject,  that  there  can  oe  but  one  sentiment. 
The  question  is,  whether  we  will  sit  here  in  dog- 
days  or  in  November.  The  whole  matter  resolves 
itself  into  that.  At  the  commencement  of  our 
Government  the  three  winter  months  afibrded 
abundant  time  for  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
We  then  had  five  millions,  or  less,  of  population. 
We  now  have  twenty-three  millions;  and  we  all 
know  that  business  has  increased  in  proportion 
to  population. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  not,  as  one  member  of  this 
body,  urge  anything  which  would  promote  a  dis- 
regard or  inattention  to  business  here;  but  we 
know  that,  for  ten  years,  we  have  sat  here  during 
Uie  do^-days  at  great  inconvenience  to  ourselves, 
and  with  bul  little  advantage  to  public  buainesa. 

By  adding  one  month  at  the  beginning  of  a 
session,  you  would  take  off  at  least  a  month  at  the 
close  of  the  first  session  of  a  Congress  in  the  hot 
weather,  when  we  do  not,  and  cannot,  labor  as 
we  do  in  cooler  weather.  Gentlemen  will  not  at- 
tend to  business  durine  the  dog-days.  They 
have  not  the  energ  t  to  do  it.  Their  health  will 
not  permit  of  it.  Vfe  all  of  us  feel  disinclined  to 
labor  during  the  hottest  of  the  summer  months. 

Now,  why  not  meet  on  the  firstMonday  in  No- 
vember instead  of  December?  1  can  see  no  rea- 
son why  it  shall  not  be  done.  It  is  a  belter  time 
for  ourselves,  and  for  our  own  convenience,  as 
well  OS  for  our  constituents.  When  I  say  "  our- 
selves," I  speak  of  members  of  Congress  gener- 
ally; for  we  ought  to  legislate  as  though  we  were 
to  be  here  forever;  we  ought  to  do  by  those  who 
are  to  come  after  ns  as  we  would  ourselves  be 
done  by.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  every  consider- 
ation in  favor  of  our  meeting  at  that  time. 

As  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  Barksdace,]  it  is  very  evident  (hat  the 
elections  in  the  States  can  be  made  to  conform  to 
the  time  fixed  by  Congress  for  our  meeting.  It 
is  very  easy  for  them  to  take  the  necesseiry  action 
to  accomplish  that  end. 

I  am  very  happy  to  sa^  that  I  most  h^tily 
approve  of  the  bill  which  is  now  under  consider- 
ation. I  approve  of  it  in  every  respect  in  which 
I  have  been  able  to  view  it.  I  desire  to  say  that, 
aa  one  member  of  the  House,  I  am  willing  to  take 
all  the  responsibility  that  may  attach  to  it.  I  re- 
peat, sir,  that  I  wish  to  throw  no  responsibility 
upon  the  majority  of  the  House.  I  am  willing 
to  take  my  portion  of  it.  I  do  hope  the  majority 
will  give  this  to  us  at  an  early  day,  so  that  it  may 
apply  to  the  present  session,  and  so  that  we  may 
adjourn  without  the  necessity  of  continuing  this 
session  into  the  dog-days.  I  am  willing  to  assume 
my  portion  of  the  responsibility  at  once. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  make  a  speech  at  this  time.  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    I  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 


the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeoaand  nay*  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas 71,  nays  104;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mesira.  Abercrombie,  Jtmea  C.  Allen,  Barks- 
dale,  Barry,  Benton,  BliM,  Bocnek,  Breckinridge,  BridfU, 
Buff ,  Csakie,  ChamberlMn,  Churcbwell*  Clark,  Cobb,  Col- 
auitl.  Cot,  Coltom,  Jobn  O.  Davis,  Oowdetl,  Dunham, 
EaMinan,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  Jobn  M.  Ellioli,  Ellison, 
English,  Elheridge,  Rwiiic,  Goode,  Hamilton,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Havea,  Hendricks,  atll,  Houston,  Johnson,  Oeorg* 
W.  Jonas,  J.  ulancy  Jones,  KolandJonas,  Kons,  LelclMr, 
Lilly,  Matleson,  Mainrull,  Smith  Miller,  Murrajr,  Noble, 
Orr,  Packer,  Phelps,  Powell,  Prsit,  Uubbins,  Rullln,  Stpp, 
Bhaw,  Shower,  Sintlelon,  Hkellon,  Oerrit  Bmilb,  Oeorge 
W.  Smyita,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hestor  L.  Blevnis, 
David  atusrt,  Jobn  L.  Taylor,  Nalbaolel  G.  Taylor,  Vail, 
Vanaaot,  Wheeler,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 71. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  AppletOB,  David 
J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Ball,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bell, 
Benson,  Boyce,  Brooks,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Caiatliera, 
Chandler,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Thomas  Davis,  De  Wiit,  Dick, 
Dicklosou,  Disney,  Edmsnds,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Everhsrt, 
Farley,  Ftulkner.nnton,  Flagler,  Florence,  Fnller,  Gld- 
dlngs,  Goodrich,  Oieea,  6t«enwaod,  Grow.  Aaron  Harlan, 
Andrew  J,  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  UairiaDn,  Hast- 
ings, Henn,  HiUyer,  Hughes,  Hum,  Ingersoll,  DauisI  T. 
Joues,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Knnx,  Lamb,  Laiham,  Lind- 
ley,  Lindsley,  McCulloch,  McMullln,  Mace,  Mary,  May, 
Middleswarih,  John  O.  MUler,  MiUson,  Morgan,  Nichols, 
Norton,  Olds,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Owiit,  Parker, 
Peck,  Peckbam,  Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  Preston, 
Pringle,  Puryear,  Ready,  Mese,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas 
Ritctiey,  Eusacll,  Sabin,  Sage,  Seward,  Shannon,  Samuel 
A.  SmiUi,  William  Smith,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Rich- 
ard H.  SisBIon,  Siranb,  John  J.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy, 
Troul,  Uphau,  Wade,  Walker,  Walley,  Ellihn  B.  Waah- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells, Tappan  Wentworlhi  and 
ZollicoBer— 104. 

So  the  Hoiue  refused  to  lay  th*  bill  upon  th« 
table. 

The  question  recurred  upon  seconding  ths  de- 
mand for  thepreviouB  question. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  wish  it  withdrawn;  for  the  purpose 
of  discussion,  or  to  move  an  amendment? 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  wish  to  move  an  amendment, 
and  merely  to  explain  its  eflfect  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  If  the  genUemon  dost 
not  wish  to  make  a  speech,  I  will  withdraw  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  allow  him 
to  move  his  amendment. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  thia 
bill  is  to  pass,  that  it  may  be  amended,  and  put 
in  such  a  shape  that  it  shall  not  go  into  operation 
until  the  various  State  Legislatures  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  so  modify  their  laws  aa  to  provide 
for  the  election  at  the  proper  time  of  members 
from  such  States  as  would  otherwise  be  disfran- 
chised, or  be  under  the  necessity  of  ordering 
special  elections.  In  South  Carolina  the  time  of 
election  is  fixed  at  such  a  day  that  we  should  suf- 
fer no  inconvenience  from  the  proposed  change — 
members  of  Congress  are  elected  fourteen  months 
before  their  term  of  service  commences. 

That,  however,  is  no  reason  why  1  should  press 
thia  on  other  States  where  such  is  not  the  ease.  We 
are  now  in  session  twelve  months  of  the  twenty- 
four.  I  apprehend  that  we  shall  be  in  session  here- 
after no  longer,  if  we  pass  this  bill  fixing  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress  at  the  first  Monday  of  October  or 
the  first  Monday  of  November.  The  only  diflfer- 
ence  will  be  that  we  shall  be  in  session  during  the 
winter  instead  of  the  summer  months.  It  will  be 
practicable  for  us  to  do  more  business  then  than  we 
do  DOW.  In  other  words,  we  shall  be  in  session 
thirteen  months  instead  of  twelve,  thus  enabling 
the  House  to  do  more  business, and atatimemore 
propitious  for  its  consideration.  This  is  the 
reason  of  my  desire  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Now,  sir,  I  find  in  the  Constitution  a  provision 
requiring  Congress  to  assemble  the  first  Monday 
of  December  of  each  year;  also,  a  provision  au- 
thorizing the  State  Legislatures  to  fix  th*  time  for 
the  elertion  of  members  of  Congress.  The  vari- 
ous State  Legislatures  havefixed  the  time  accord- 
ingly; and  if  you  pass  this  bill,  you  come  in  con- 
flict with  their  laws  passed  in  obedience  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  I  desire  to  s°e  the  bill  so  amended  as  to 
be  adapted  to  the  machinery  of  State  legislation. 
In  order  to  do  so,  I  move  to  amend  thebill  so  as 
to  postpone  its  operation  to  the  first  Monday  of 
October,  or  November,  which  ever  may  be  here- 
after adopted,  1856.  I  now  renew  the  call  forth* 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  coll  for  the  previous  question  > 


Mr.  KEITT.  My  friend  from  Main*  haa  it  in 
charge. 

-  Mr.  HILLYER.  As  I  introduced  the  bill,  it 
would  be  but  courtesy  to  allow  me  a  word  of  ra- 
ply  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  withdrav 
the  call,  if  the  gentleman  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  will  renew  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  moves  to  amcna  th* 
bill  by  postponing  its  operation  to  a  day  ao  distant 
as'  not  to  affect  the  present  Congress.  I  ace  no 
reason  for  this  postponement;  aiM  the  arguments 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Maryland,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  have,  on  my  mind,  strong  and 
powerful  force  in  support  of  it.  The  Constitotion 
of  the  United  Slates  authorizes  the  President, 
when,  in  h\s  opinion,  the  public  interest  may  re- 
quire, to  convene  both  Houses  of  Congress  in 
extra  session.  The  official  term  of  every  mem- 
ber expires  on  the  4th  March  next.  I  hold,  then, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  policy  of  the  Government  that 
members  of  the  next  Congress  should  be  elected 
prior  to  the  4ih  March  next.  In  other  wortls, 
that  members  of  Congress  should  b*  elected  pnat 
to  the  day  at  which  their  term  commences,  so  that 
if  an  extra  session  should  be  required,  a  Coneress, 
or  rather  a  House  of  Representatives,  would  be 
in  existence,  to  assemble  on  the  call  of  the  Pres- 
ident. The  constitutions  of  the  States  of  Mary- 
land and  Mississippi,  and  the  laws  of  Louisiana, 
which  require  their  elections  to  be  held  a  few  day* 
or  weeks  prior  to  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and 
long  after  the  time  at  which  their  official  term 
commences,  ar*  in  contravention  of  the  policy  of 
our  Government  and  th*  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Now,  it  will  be  perceived  that  if  the  bill  which 
I  have  introduced  should  pass,  one  of  its  great  and 
salutary  efiects  would  be  to  bring  the  l^gislaiion 
of  th*  whole  country  within  the  meaning  of  th* 
Constitution  and  the  policy  of  oar  Gtovemiosnt. 
The  States  of  Maryland,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  I  may  add  Georgia,  perhaps,  will  be  requind 
to  alter  their  laws  in  relation  to  the  dection  of 
members  of  Congress.  This  alteiatioD  will  be 
salutary,  and  will  nave  the  eflfect,  in  the  event  of 
th*  caU  of  an  extra  session  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  that  Congress  con  assemble  at 
any  time,  and  every  State  wfll  be  fully  represented, 
which  is  not  the  case  under  the  present  legislstioB 
of  the  different  States.  The  position  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  JMr.  Goode,]  that  the  ten- 
dency and  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  make  th* 
session  of  Congress  perpetual,  can  be  replitd  to 
by  the  simplest  statement.  Under  th*  law,  as  it 
now  stands,  this  House,  and  every  subsequeat 
House,  can  prolong  th*  first  session  of  each  Con- 
gress just  aa  long  as  they  choose.  That  is  all  that 
the  House  can  do  under  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. And  this  is  a  power,  of  which,  under 
the  Constitution,  the  House  cannot  be  deprived; 
so  that  the  only  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  odd  one 
month  more  to  the  short  session;  and  leave  the 
House  with  the  same  power  which  it  now  has, 
and  which,  under  the  Constitution,  it  must  have, 
to  regulate  and  determine,  by  joint  resolution,  th* 
length  of  the  first  session.  This  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  my  mind,  is  a  conclusive  reply  to  every 
objection  which  has  been  urged  by  genUemen  who 
have  argued  in  opposition  to  this  uill.  I  renew 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Louisiana.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  will  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  The  day  is  already  so  far 
advanced  that  I  most  respectfully  decline  to  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  move  that  th*  Hous*  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  demand  tsllcn 
upon  the  prtvioua  question. 

Tellers  ware  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Lonisiana.  I  mov*  tkat  ths 
Hous*  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  That  qoestian 
has  just  been  taken,  and  no  business  has  bam 
done  by  the  House  since. 

The  House  was  then  divided  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question;  ond  there  were — ayes  105, 
itoes39. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seoondsd. 
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Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  1  move  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put, 
being  first  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
iirom  New  York,  [Mr.  Peceham,]  to  strike  out 
the  "  first  Monday  of  November,"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  "  the  first  Monday  of  October. " 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered ;  and  Meaua. 
PEKNiNaTON  and  BococK  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — area  79,  noes  77. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers  upon  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Dawiok  and  McMdlun  were  then 
appointed  tellers. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
thirty-six  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient  number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  59,  nays  110;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menre.  Willit  Allen,  Benson,  Bon^  CsmplMll, 
Carpenter,  Corwin,  Thomu  Davis,  De  WiU,  DIaney, 
Everhan,  Fariey,  renton,  FItgler,  Florence,  Fuller,  Oid- 
dingi,  Grern,  Grow,  Bampeoo  W.  Btrrii,  HuUn|>,  Henn, 
Huibea.  Ingetsoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  KeitI,  Kerr,  Lutluun, 
Lilly,  McCulliich,  McMullin,  Mace,  Matteaon,  Morgan, 
Orr,  Parker,  Peckbam,  Penniuflon,  Bishop  Perkins,  Pria- 
(le,  Puryear,  Ready.  Riddle,  aabin.  Shannon,  Skellon, 
William  SmlUi,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Bian- 
Inn,  Siraub,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  O.  Taylor,  Thun- 
ton,  Tmcy,  ITpham,  Walker,  Walley,  Elllhu  B.  Waab- 
bnme,  Israel  Washbarn,  and  Taprnn  Wentwnrib — 5V. 

NAYd — Memra.  Abererombie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen, 
Appleion,  David  J.  Bailey,  Banka,  Barkadtle,  Barry,  Bel- 
Cbei^  Bell,  Biiilnn,  l!is»ell,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Boyre,  Freck- 
forldffe,  Bridget,  Brooks,  Cnrutliers,  Cliatiibcrlaiii,  Chand- 
ler, Cbrisnian,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Crocker,  CulPoni, 
John  O.  Jlavis,  Daw.-on,  Dick,  Dickinson,  Dowdpll,  Dun- 
ham, Eaatman,  £d4ly,  Kilinands,  Ediiiuiulson,  Tliunias  D. 
Eliot.  John  M.  Elliott,  Illliaoii,  Engliiib,  i:ihendee,  Elving, 
FaulKner.  Goodc,  Goodricb,  Greenwood,  ilamillon,  A.iron 
Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  tiarris,  itarri,jon, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Htllyer,  Houston,  Hunt,  Johnson,  George 
W.  Jonea,  J.  Glancy  Jones, Roland  Jones,  iCidwell,  Knox, 
Kurtz,  Lamb,  Leteher,  Lindley,  Lindsley,  lUacy,  May, 
Middleawanh,  John  G.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Millson, 
Murray,  Nicbols,  Noble,  Norton,  (J)ds,  Mordecai  Olrver, 
Packer,  Jolin  I'erkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Pratt,  Preilon, 
Eeeae,  David  Kitcliie,  Thomas  Ritcbey,  lUiHin,  Russell, 
Sapp,  Seward,  Shaw,  Hhower,  Singleton,  Gcrrit  Smith, 
Ckorjte  W.  Smyth,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hestor  L. 
Stevens,  David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor, Trout,  Vail,  Van- 
sanl.  Wells,  Wiite,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  and  Zollicotfer— 110. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment oBtni  by  Mr.  Eeitt. 

A  Mehbir.  I  understand  that  amendment  ha* 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  would  moat  cheerfully  with- 
draw the  amendment,  if  the  members  from  Mis- 
sissippi had  not  told  me  that  my  amendment  meets 
their  case  exactly.  Therefore  I  cannot  withdraw 
it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gsntlemon  has  not  the 
power  to  withdraw  it,  aa  the  main  question  baa 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  ENGLISH.  I  call  for  the  yeaa  and  nays 
upon  its  adoption. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  aak  forullen  upon 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Air.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  If  the  House 
now  adjourns,  will  not  this  be  the  first  busineaain 
order  to-morrow  morning? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ten^iore.  The  Chair  ia 
not  prepared  to  say.  This  comes  up  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  and,  as  it  has  heretofore  been 
neld,  the  Chair  thinks  that  business  coming  up 
under  such  circumstances  goes  over  until  next 
Monday. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Will  it  not  be  the  first 
business  in  order  on  Monday  next  i 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tem)Mre.    It  will. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  H ILLYER.    I  understand  that  where  the 

Ersvious  question  hoa  been  ordered,  it  ia  the  first 
usiness  in  order  upon  the  succeeding  day. 
The  SPEAKER  pro  temport.  If  the  House 
should  adjourn  now,  that  question  will  be  for  the 
Speaker  to  decide  to-morrow.  The  Chair  admits 
the  correctness  of  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
fh>m  Georgia,  but  states  that  it  has  heretofore  been 
held  that  business  coming  up  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  on  Monday,  and  the  House  ailjoium- 


ing  without  disposing  of  it,  goes  over  until  the 
next  suspension  day.  This  does  not  come  before 
the  House  by  a  report  of  a  committee,  or  as  busi- 
ness from  the  Speaker's  table. 

As  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stefhen>,]  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 
the  Chair  will  state  that  no  buainess  has  been  done 
since  the  last  motion  adjourn,  and  consequently 
it  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  being  first  upon  the  demand  for 
tellers  upon  the  yeas  uid  nays,  tellers  were  re- 
fused. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  also  reftased. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.ABERCROMBlE.  I  more  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Upon  that  motion  tellers  were  called  for,  and 
ordered;  and  Messrs,  Jones,  of  Louisiana,  and 
Ethemdob,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
thirty-one  in  the  affirmative,  a  further  count  not 
being  demanded. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  call  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Theciuestion  was  taken;  and  the  House  refused 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether  the  bill 
has  been  engrossed .' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Import.  The  Chair  is  not 
able  to  inform  the  gentleman.  He  will,  however, 
remark  that  the  House  have  not  yet  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed, 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  again  recurred  upon  orderiiig  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  be- 
ing taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
89,  nays  81;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  Appleion,  Ball, 
Banks,  Belcher,  Bell,  Benson,  Ooyce,  Urooks,  Campbell, 
Carpenter,  Carutliers,  Chandler,  Crocker,  Thouina  Davis, 
Dawson,  De  Witt,  Dick,  Disney,  Edmands,  Everhart,  Far- 
ley, FaiUkiier,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Giddings,  Good- 
rich, Green,  Greenwood,  Aiiron  Harlan,  Andrew  J,  Har- 
lan, Sampson  W.  Harris,  llarri;<on,  Hastings,  Henn,  tiill, 
Hillyer,  ilugties,  Itigcrholl,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Knox,  I.amb, 
Lindley,  McCulloch,  McMuiliii,  Mace,  Macy,  MidUle- 
swarth,  John  G.  Miller,  Millson,  Norton,  Olds,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Packer,  Parker,  Peck,  Bisbop  Perkins,  John  Por- 
kins,  Pringle,  Puryear,  Reese,  David  Jtitehie,  'i'homas 
Ritcbey,  Russell,  Babin,  Sewazd;  Shannon,  Oerrii  Smitli, 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  Richard  H.  Suntqn, 
Siraab,  John  J.  Taylor,  Naltaaiiiei  O.  Taylor,  Tburauw, 
Tracy,  Trout,  Upham,  Wade,  Walker,  Walley,  Ellibu  B. 
Waahbome,  Israel  Waabbura,  Welti,  TappanWeutworili. 
■nd  Zollicoffer— 89. 

NAYS — Meaara.  Abercrombie,  Jtnea  C.  Allen,  David 
J.  Bailey,  Barkadale,  Barry  Beaton,  Bllsa,  Bocock,  Breck- 
inridge, Bridgea,  Bufg,  Caskie,  Chamberlain,  Chtisinaa, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  John  G.  Darla,  Diekinaon,  Doiv- 
dell,  Dunhani,  Eaatmuii,  Eddy,  Edinnndson,  Thoinaa  D. 
Eliot,  John  M.  Elliott,  Ellison,  English,  EUieridgp,  Bwing, 
FloreDCfl,  fiooda.  Grow.  Hamilton,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haven, 
Hendricks,  Houston,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keiit, 
Kurtz,  Latbam,  Letelier,  Lilly,  Lindsley,  Maiteson.  Max- 
well, May,  Smilli  MiMer,  Morgan,  Murray,  Nichols,  Noble, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,  Peckhau,  Penuiniion,  Pbelps,  Pow- 
ell, Pratt,  Robblns,  Rufliii,  Shaw,  Shower,  Singleton, 
Skelton,  George  W.  Smyth,  David  Sinan,  John  L.  Tay- 
lor. VaU,  Vanaant,  Wheeler,  WUte,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright 

So  the  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time;  and  being  engroaaed,  it  waa  accord- 
iBgly  read  the  third  time. 

CALIFORNIA  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  rtsa  to  a  privileged  question.  I 
move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  pro- 
viding fiMilities  for  the  mail  service  to  San  Fran- 
ciaco  was  postponed.  I  do  not  desire  to  c<Ul  up 
the  motion  now,  but  merely  to  have  it  entered. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  waa  entered,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  changing  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress  again  resumed. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  f  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  queetion  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 


Mr.  HAMILTON.    I  demand  the  yeaa  and 
nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  M  ATTESON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  ttmpen.  The  Chair  de- 
cides the  motion  to  be  out  of  order.  The  Hdbse 
have  just  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  bill;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  81,  nays  77;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Appleton,  Ball,  Ranks,  Belcher, 
Benson,  Brooks,  <-rtmpbell,  Carpenter,  Ivaruthers,  Crocker, 
Thonias  Davis,  Dawson,  De  Witt,  Dick.  Disney,  Edmnnds, 
Everhart,  Farley,  Faulkner,  Fenton,  Fiaftler,  Fuller,  Gid- 
dings,  Goodrich,  Greenwood,  Aaron  Harlan,  Andrew  J. 
Hnrlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Henn, 
Hill,  Hillyer,  Hughes,  Ingersoll,  Kerr,  Kidwtll,  Knox, 
Lamb,  Lindley,  McCulloch,  McMutlin,  Macc,MBcy,  Mid- 
dleswartli,  John  G.  Miller,  Millson,  Norton,  Olds,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Parker,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Pringle, 
Puryear,  Iteese,  David  Ritchie,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Russell, 
Sabin,  Seward,  Shannon.  Gerrit  Smith.  Samuel  A.  Smilh, 
William  Sniilh,  Richard  H.  Stanton, Straub,  NatlianielG. 
Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy,  Trout,  Cpliaiii,  Wade,  Walker, 
Walley,  Elliliu  B.  W.tshburne,  Israel  Washburn,  Wells, 
Tanpan  Weiitworth,  and  Zollicoifer — 81. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aliercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  David  J. 
Bailey,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Bell,  Bliss,  Bocock,  Bridges, 
Bili^g,  Caiikie,  Chamberlain,  Chrisman,  C*lark,  Cobb, 
Colquitt,  John  G.  Davis,  Dickinson,  Dowdell,  Dunham, 
Eddy,  Edniundson,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Ellison,  English, 
Eiheridge,  Ewinc,  Florence,  Goode,  Grow,  Hamilton, 
Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haven,  Hendricks,  Ilouiton,  Hunt,  John- 
son, Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Roland  Jones,  Keill,  Kurtz,  Latham,  Lf>tclier,  Lilly, 
Lindsley,  Maiteson,  Maxwell,  May,  Smith  Miller.  Morcan, 
Murray,  Nichols,  Noble,  Andrew  Oliver,  Packer,  Pen- 
nington, Phelps,  Powell,  Pratt,  Robhins,  Ruthn,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Singleton,  Skelton,  George  W.  Smytti,  Hestor  L. 
Stevens.  David  Sttiart.  John  J.  Taylor,  Jolm  i..  Taylor, 
Vail,  Vaiiaiiil,  \VJicdci,  Wiue,  and  Diuiiel  B.  VViighl— 77. 

So  the  bill  was  paaaed. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  move  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  passed  be  reconsidered,  and  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  KEITT.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  waa  taken;  and  the  motion  waa 
not  agreed  to — ayes  40,  noes  95. 

Sp  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  move  to  amend  the  title  of 
the  bill  by  substituting  for  the  present  one  the  fol- 
lowing: 

An  act  to  add  thirty  days  to  soeh  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  MeMULLIN.  I  move  to  substitute  the 
following: 

An  act  to  equalize  the  sessions  of  Congress. 

A  Membeb.   Is  the  latter  amendment  in  order 

Mr.  MeMULLIN.    I  withdraw  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Letcher's 
substitute,  and  it  wan  rejected. 

The  title  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  title  was  adopted; 
and  that  that  motion  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON  CASE. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  of  the  fol- 
lowing title: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  appoint  an  agent  to  investigate  end  bring 
to  justice  certain  offenders  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  making  appropriation  of 
iI5,000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HAVEN.    I  object. 

Mr.  BLISS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  objection  until  I  make  a  short  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  ex- 
planation, but  1  cannot  withdraw  objection  to  the 
introduction  of  the  bill. 

.Mr.  BLISS.    I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereupon  (at  twenty  minutes  past  four  o'clock) 
the  House  adjourned  till  to-nnrrow  at  twelve,  m. 
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HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVK8. 
Tdeidat,  June  SO,  1854. 

The  Houie  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  oryeaterday  was  read  and  approved. 
ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  bills  of  the 
fallowing  titles;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker: 

H.  R.  No.  266.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain E.  A.  F.  Lavalette,  of  the  United  States 
Navy;  and 

H.  R.  No.  178.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Rowe. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  "A  bill  granting  lands 
equally  to  the  sereral  Stale*  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  and  for  the  support  of  schools." 
The  pending  motion  is  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.  Hamilton]  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  Thegehtleman 
from  Maryland,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
the  author  of  the  bill,  [Mr.  Benmbtt.]  yields  the 
floor,  that  I  may  submit'a  motion  that  its  further 
consideration  be  postponed  to  this  day  two  weeks. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  was 
•greed  to. 

JUAN  M.  LUCO  AND  JOSE  L.  LUCO. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  hold  in  my  hands  Senate 
bill  No.  330,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  M. 
Luco  and  Joa£  L.  Luco,  which  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims.  Un- 
less the  bill  passes  this  session  of  Congress,  the 
petitioner  will  lose  his  right.  It  is  full  of  merit; 
and  if  any  gentleman  objects  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  I  pledge  myself  to  withdraw  it  at  any  momeot. 
In  order  to  do  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  and 
y  prevent  irretrievable  wrong,  i  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
report  this  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Haa  the  morning  hour  eom- 
meneed? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  must  object,  because  there  are 
a  thousand  bills  that  ought  to  receive  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLS,  it  was 

Oritrtd,  TbM  the  CaiDinlUee  of  Clairaa  be  dlKharxed 
ftom  the  ftanher  eoiuidcruion  of  Senate  bill  No.  339,  "for 
the  relief  of  Svlmrer  Petiibone,"  and  ih>t  the  same  be  ra- 
ferred  to  the  Coramitlee  on  tb«  Judiciary. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  insist  upon  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

fuubr's  survey  or  the  ohio  rivek. 

Mr.  BALL,  by  unanimous  canaent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to: 

Reiohtd,  That  Ihe  Secntnj  of  War  be  reqneeted  to 
cauM  to  be  furoMied  to  UiiallooM,**  Mon  aa  pnolieable, 
a  copy  of  Fiiller'a  mrvey  of  Ike  Obin  river,  mtule  in  ISSS, 
at,  uid  in  the  vicinity  of  Martelta,  Ki«eitaer  with  any  re- 
ptirtfi,  cutiinatee,  eiplanatory  notee,  or  other  papers  on  file 
In  hii  Department  adapted  lo  iitmtnue  the  nme ;  nl»,  with 
a  copy  nt  any  papera  emanating  fiuoi  the  Ciiy  Council  of 
Marietta  hivlni  relWence  lo  the  ImprovemeDt  of  the  Ohio 
river  at  Uut  point. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  deimuid  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  eiroply  to  change  the  refer- 
ence of  two  propositions  that  have  been  pending 
before  the  Cororoiltee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds.  I  am  instructed  by  that  committee  to 
make  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  PublicBuildiofts and  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  bill  of 
this  House  for  the  erection,  in  the  city  of  Indian- 
apolis, in  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  United  States 
eifcuit  court-house,  have  directed  me  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House,  and  recommend  its  ref- 
erence 10  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  object. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  have  another  re- 
quest of  the  same  kind  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  proposition  is  objected 
to  also. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  ask  the  Chair  by 
whom  is  objection  made? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object;  the  reg- 
ular order  of  business  is  the  call  on  committees. 
When  llie  committees  have  been  called,  then  the 


gentleman  from  Indiana  con  report  back  the  bills, 
and  give  them  the  right  direction.  It  will  take  up 
lees  time  in  this  way  than  asking  unanimous  con- 
aent. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN,  it  will  not  take  one 
minute  to  have  them  referred  as  I  deeire.  And  I 
therefor*  hope  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
will  withdraw  his  objection. 

The  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 

MINNESOTA  LAND  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  next  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  following  bill: 

Bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  therein. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  was  made  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill;  and  on  the  question 
whether  the  bill  be  rejected,  the  previous  question 
was  demanded.  The  question  now  is  on  second- 
ing the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ORR.     And  on  that  1  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  HaEru,  of 
Alabama,  and  Cox,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayea  75,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put; 
which  was,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  ?" 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  On  that  ques- 
tion I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  that  the  bill  will  be 
read  for  information;  for  if  I  understand  it  aright, 
it  is  the  same  old  bill  that  was  rejected  here  before. 
It  is  the— — 

rCriea  of  "  Order !"  "  Order !"] 

Mr.  STEVENS.    It  is  not  the  same  old  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order.  The 
bill  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill  in  exteiiM. 

The  question  was  then  taken;anditwaadecided 
in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  95;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mean*.  Aiken,  Adie,  David  J.  Bailey,  Bekber, 
Boeock,  Boyee,  Brldfee,  Boa,  Carpenter,  Caakle,  Chai- 
uin,  Cbrinnan,  Cox,  Crain,  Curte,  Dick,  Diekinaon, 
Edmondaon,  Jokn  M.  BlUou,  Biheridte,  Ewtnf,  Pantkaer. 
Fenioo,  Fuller,  Qiddinn,  Ooode,  Grow,  HaiuiltnB,  Haul 
inge.  Haven,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Ingereoll,  Daniel  T.  Jnoea, 
George  W.  Jooea,  J.  Olancy  Jnnee,  Kaiti,  Kerr,  Kidwell, 
Kuru,  Letcher,  LHly,  MeCullocb,  Mlddlea»anh,MilhN>n, 
Murray,  Peck,  Peckbam,  Biabop  Ferkina-Powell,  Puryear, 
Ready,  David  Bilebie,  Ruffln,  Bhaw,  Sbowcr,  Skellon, 
Gerrit  Soiilh,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Jotaa  J.  Taylor,  NaUunlel 
O.  Taylor,  Tram,  Vaaaunl,  Wiue,  and  Zollleolnr— SS. 

NAYS— Meaai*.  Jamea  C.  Allen,  Willi*  Allen,  Apple- 
ton,  Ball,  Banka,  llarkadala,  Barry,  Benson,  BUaa,  Breek- 
iliddge,  Oampbell,  Caralbera,  Ctaambertain,  Cnandlar, 
Churchwell,  Clark,  Clintman,  Cobb,  Corwia,  Crocker, 
John  O.  Dsvla,  Thomaa  Oavia,  Da  Wilt,  DowdatI,  Dun- 
ham, Eaatman,  Edmanda,  Thomas  D.  Elioi,  Eoslisb,  Far- 
ley, Florence,  Goodrich, Greenwood,  Sampson  W.  Hairla, 
Wiley  P.  Harria,  Harriaon,  Uendricka,  Bean,  Hooalon, 
Hughe*,  Hunt,  Johnaon,  Roland  Jonea,  Knox,  Lamb,  La- 
tham, Lladley,  HeMallln,  Mace,  Macy,  Mstlaaon,  Mayall, 
John  G.  MUler,  SnUlh  MUler,  Mornn,  Niehola,  Noble, 
Norton,  Olda,  Mordecat  Oliver,  Orr,  Paeker,  Parker,  Pen- 
nington, John  Perkina,  Pheloa,  Pratt,  Preaton,  Pringle, 
Raeae,  Riddle,  Thomaa  Ritahey,  Ruaaell,  Sabln,  Bapp, 
Seward,  Singlelon,  George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Sun- 
tan,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  U.  Stapheaa,  Healor 
L.  Sievena,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thuraton,  Tracy,  Upham, 
W  -Iker,  Walley,  Blliba  B.  Wa«hbame,  larael  Waahbura, 
Wella,  Tappaa  Wentwonb,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  Wiigbt, 
and  Hendriek  B.  Wrighl— OS. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reject  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Stevens]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  He  had  the  floor  before  the  yetM 
and  nays  were  called,  but  has  not  now.. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Cha|r  decides  other- 
wise; and  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  from  Michigan 
does  not  seek  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  Chair  recognizea 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones!] 

Mr.  JONES.  I  now  move  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  beUev*  I  am 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER,  The  Chair  paused  to  hear 
the  gentleman,  hut  he  did  not  respond  at  all,  and 
he  then  recognized  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee, 
[Mr.  Jones  I]  who  made  the  motion  to  commit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  understood  that  I  had  the 
floor,  but  I  was  taken  up  for  a  moment  in  coover- 


sation .  I  was  about  to  make  a.  motion  in  reference 
to  the  bill,  and  I  hope  I  have  not  lost  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  eo. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hbtory  of  the  mauer 
is  this:  Before  the  bill  waa  read  the  second  time 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  addressed  the  Chair. 
The  bill  was  read  a  second  time, and,  without  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  again  addreaaing  the 
Chair,  the  Chair  announced  that  he  wa*  entitled 
to  the  floor.  The  gentleman  from  Tenneasee  [Mr. 
Jones]  addressed  the  Chair,  and  claimed  that  he 
was  entitled  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  addresaed  the  Chair  b*|Dre 
Ihe  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  was  not  enti- 
tled to  it  after  it  was  read.  The  Chair  decided 
diflerently,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
was  entitled  to  the  floor.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan  was  engaged  in  conversation  with  aome 
gentlemen,  and  the  Chair  twice,  he  thinks,  cer- 
tainly once,  with  ^reat  dislincineaa,  and  consider- 
able pause  after  it,  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  hkd  the  floor.  The  gentleman  did  not 
respond,  and  the  Chair  then  recognized  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  who  made 
the  motion  to  commit  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  Chair 
thinks  he  cannot  alter  the  state  of  the  case. 

The  gentleman  from  Michigan  is  now  recog- 
nized as  having  the  floor,  if  he  desires. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Stevens]  yield  me  the  floor 
for  a  moment? 

Mr.  STEVENS.    I  will. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  demrc  to  make  a 
personal  explanation. 

[Crieaof  "Oh,  no!"] 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    I  object. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Task  the  ananimoas 
consent  of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BRIDGES  and  othera  objected. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  will  aute  eiroply 
what  it  is  for.  The  point  made  upon  me  yester- 
day was,  that  I  had  inserted 

[Cries  of  ■•OMect!"and  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  tb* 
Chair  is  bound  lo  enforce  the  rules. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  I  hope,  at  lea8^ gen- 
tlemen will  hear  me  state  the  point,  without  enter- 
ing into  its  discussion. 

[Cries  or  "Object!"! 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  OenUemen  would  not 
object  if  thsy  could  bear  the  circumetancaa. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  the 
gentleman  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  What  gentleman  ob- 
jects? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Peni>. 
aylvania,  [Mr.  Bridoes,]  and  two  or  three  others, 
ODJect. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  now  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Michigan  to  allow  me  a  moment  of 
his  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  ftom  Mich- 
igan cannot  do  that,  for  the  reaaon  thai  he  is  not 
now  upon  the  floor — ^he  havtnc  moved  the  previ- 
ous question,  which  cut*  off  all  debate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  1  withdraw  the  previona 
question,  if  the  gentleman  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  wiU  renew  iu  I 
feet  compelled  to  throw  myaelf  upon  the  charity 
of  the  House  fbr  one  moment.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected  

Mr.  BRIDGES.  Is  that  in  order?  I  object  l« 
the  gentleman's  proceeding,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  matter  he  wishes  to  introduce  is  irrelevant  to 
the  bill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Haa  not  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  the  right  to  proceed,  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  [Mr.  Stevens]  having  yielded 
him  the  floor  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Midi- 
igan  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  is,  however,  entitled  to  the  floor 
to  speak  upon  the  bill  under  consideralion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  allow  me  one  moment.  I  aak  the 
Speaker  whether  it  is  not  competent,  upon  motion 
submitted  to  the  House,  and  acquieaced  in  by  the 
Houae,  for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  pro- 
ceed with  hia  personal  explanation  ?     ' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  competent,  under 
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the  ruica,  to  submit  any  such  motion,  unleaa  it  b« 
a  i}ue8tion  of  privilege  affecting  some  member  of 
this  body,  or  the  body  itself. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  consider  thia  to  be 
a  question  of  privilege.  1  do  not  know  how  the 
House  will  consider  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  the 
House  will  allow  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
to  proceed,  because,  provided  that  privilege  is  ac- 
corded to  him,  1  wish  to  ask  him  a  question  arising 
out  of  the  debate  of  yesterday,  as  reported  in  the 
.Globe  of  this  morning,  in  which  he  speaks  of  me 
aa  an  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  froni  Ten- 
nessee is  eniilled  to  the  flour,  and  has  the  right  Co 
address  the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House.  The  gentleman,  however,  was 
proceeding  lo  submit  remarks  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair, are  not  in  order;  and  being  called 
iipon  to  enforce  the  rule,  he  decides  that  the  course 
of  remark  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee is  not  in  order,  andcannot  at  thia  time 
be  pursued. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  I  ask  the  Speaker 
whether  I  can  have  a  better  opportunity  to  make 
this  explanation  any  other  day  tban  to-day  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee must  be  aware,  the  Chair  presumes,  that  it 
is  competent  fbr  the  House  to  indulge  these  per- 
sonal cKplanations  at  any  time,  by  unanimous  con- 
aen(,  but  that  they  are  not  In  order  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WTELL.  I  have  but  ona  ainf  le 
object  in  view.  It  ia  not  to  apeak  upon  the  Min- 
nesota bill;  it  is  to  reply  to  a  point  made  upon 
me  in  this  House,  in  the  course  of  that  peculiar 
debate.  Afterwards  my  colleague  [Mr.  Cdllom] 
inserted,  in  the  report,  laneuaee  which  he  did  not 
utter  in  the  House,  and  wliich  I  pronounce  falae 
— infamously  false 

The  remainder  of  the  sentence  was  lost  amidst 
shouts  of  "Order I"  luid  the  confusion  which 
immediately  ensued. 

Mr.  Cdlloh  rose  from  his  seat  and  ruahed 
towards  Mr.  CHORcaWELL  with  threatening  ges- 
tures. Members  crowded  around  both  gentle- 
men and  interposed  between  them.  Amidst  loud 
shouts  of  "Order!"  and  the  greatest  confusion, 
Mr.  CoLLOH  was  heard  to  exclaim,  "  It's  a  lie." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Sei^eant-at-Arma  wilt 
reatore  order. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  thereapon  proceeded 
with  the  mace  of  the  House  to  the  scene  of  the 
difficulty,  and  after  some  minutes  succeeded  in 
partially  restoring  order. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not  hear  any 
motion  until  order  is  restored  in  the  Hall. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  resume 
his  seat. 

Many  members  still  standing  in  the  area  and 
around  Messrs.  Chorchwcll  and  Collom. 

The  SPEAKER.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the 
Chair  must  so  often  admonish  gentlemen  to  resame 
their  seals  and  preserve  order? 

Order  being  restored, 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL  said:  In  compliance 
with  my  promise  to  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan, I  renew  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  In  calling  for  the  previous 
qiiestion,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  prefer,Mr.  Speaker, 
to  yield  the  floor  lo  the  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
that  he  may  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Then  I  demand  the  previous 
question  I 

Mr.  HAVEI7.  I  desire  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  and  I  hope  that  the  demand  for 
the  previous  qaestion  may  not  be  seconded. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  I  demand  ullers  on  second- 
ing the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs'.  Campbell 
and  Houston  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  ihe  demand  for 
the  previous  question  received  a  second,  the  tellers 
having  reported — ayes  77,  noes  52. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  demand  the  yeas 


and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now 
put. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  aflirmative — yeas  93,  nays  74;  as  follows: 

YEAS— lrftnn.Ab«rcromble,JiiinetC.AIIeo,Wllliii  Al- 
len, ApplfitoD,  BBnki,Bar)cfdale,  Barry,  bell,  Bt;ntun,BliH, 
Breckiniidge,  nroflki,  Campbell,  Csrutlieni,  Chamberlain, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Clinjmnn,  Cobb,  Corwin,  Crticker,  John 
O.  Dnvia,  Thomas  Davis,  De  Will,  Oisne)',  Dowdell, 
EasUnan,  Eddy,  Edmands,  Elllsnn,  Farley,  Florence, 
Gondricb,  Greenwood,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hsrrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Henn,  Houston,  Huflies,  Johnson,  Roland  Jones, 
Knox,  Lamb,  Latham,  Lindlry,  Lindsley,  Mace,  Mscy, 
Matteaon,  Mayall,  John  O.  Miller,  Rmitb  Miller,  Nichol>, 
Noble,  Norton,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Penning- 
ton, John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Reefle,Blddle,Thomas  Ritchey, 
Rusdcll,  SaMn,  Sapp,  Seward,  Bingleion,  Samuel  A. 
Smith ,  Gi^orge  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Slanlon,  Richard 
H.  Slanlon,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hestor  L.  Stevens, 
Streub,  John  L.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  O.  Taylor,  Tbnrston, 
Tracy,  Tweed,  Upham,  Walker,  Walley,  EUihu  B.  Wash- 
bunie,  I»r«el  Washburn,  Wells.  Tappan  Wentworih, 
Wesibrook,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  V^right,  and  Ueadrick  B. 
Wrtfht— 93. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H. 
Bayly,  Beldier,  Benson,  Boyce,  Bridges,  Bagg,  Carpen- 
ter, Caskie,  Cbaslain,  Chriaman,  Calc|Uin,  Cox,  Craige, 
Dick,  Dickinaon,  Edmundann,  John  H.  Ellieit,  Etberidge, 
Faulkner,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Goode,  Grow,  Hamil- 
Inn,  Aaron  Harlan,  Hastings,  Haven,  Rill,  Hillyer,  Howe, 
Hum,  Ingersnll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W,  Jones,  J. 
Olancy  Jones,  Kein,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kuru,  Leicher,  Lilly, 
McCulloch,  McMuIUa,  May,  Middleswann,  Millson,  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Peck,  Peekham,  Biahnp 
^erkius,  Powell,  Pratt,  Presioo,  Pringle,  Puryear,  Ready, 


David  Ritchie,  Ruffin,  Shaw,  Shower, '  Skelton,  Gerrit 
Smith,  WUIiam  Bmilb,  John  J.  Taylor,  Trout,  Vail,  Van- 
•ant,  Wiue,  and  Zdlicomr— 74. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put,  being  upon  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HA  VEIN.  Upon  that  queation  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  72,  naya  97;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Messia.  Asbe,  David  J.  Bailmr,  Thomas  B. 
Bayly,  Belcher,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Bridgee,  Bun,  Carpenter, 
Caskie,  Chastain,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Cfalte,  Cunis,  Dick, 
Dickinson,  Edmondson,  John  M.  Elliolt,  Btheridge,  Faulk 
ner,  Fenton,  Plssler,  Foller,  Gtddlngs,  Ooode.  Grow^asi- 
ilton,  Aaion  Harlan,  HasHnga,  Haven,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Howe, 
Tngersoll,  Daniel T,  Jones,  George  W.Jones,  J.  Olancy 
Jones,  Keilt,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Ruriz,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Mc- 
Cnllocb,  Matteson,  May,  Mlddleawnnh,  Millson, Morgan, 
Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Peck,  Peckhau,  Bishop  Perkins, 
Powell,  Pran,  Puryear,  Ready,  David  Riiehie,  Ruffin, 
Shaw,  Shower,  Skelton,  Gerrit  SralUi,  William  Smith, 
John  J,  Taylor,  Trout,  vail,  Vansani,  Wltle,  and  Zolli- 
coffer— 73, 

NAYS— Mesars.  Abereromble,  James  C.  Allen,  WUlia 
Allen,  Appleton,  Banks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Bell,  Benson, 
Benton,  Bliss,  Breckinridge,  CampbelL  Uanithers,  Cham- 
berlain, Chandler,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Corwin,  Crt>ck- 
er,  Cullom,  Jobs  O.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  De  Witt,  Dis- 
ney, Dowdell,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Eddy,  Edmands,  Elli- 
son, Ewtof,  Farley,  Florence,  Greenwood,  Andrew  J. 
Harlan,  Sampaoa  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P,  Harris,  Harrison, 
Hendricks,  Henn,  Uagbea,  Jolinson,  Roland  Jones,  Knox, 
Lamb,  Latham,  Lindley,  Liudsley,  Macy,  Mayall,  John 
6.  Miller,  Smith  Miller.  Noble,  Norton,  OMs,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Parker,  Pennington,  Phelps,  Preston, 
PriDgta,  Reese,  Riddle,  Thomas  Ritchey,  Russell,  Sabin, 
Bapp,  Seward,  Singleton,  Oeorie  W,  Smytli,  Frederick  P, 
Stantnn,  Richard  Hi  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Hes- 
torL,  Stevens, Straub, David  Stuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Na- 
thaniel 0.  Taylor.  Thunton,  Tracy,  Tweed,  Upham, 
Walker,  Walley,  Elliba  B.  Washborne,  Israel  Washbnrn, 
Wells,  Tappan  Wenlwortta,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  Daniel 
B.  Wrigbl,  and  Hendrick  B,  Wright— 97. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessse.  I  move  to  lay  ths 
bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  Upon  that  motion  I 
demand  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative— yeas  66,  nays  97;  aa  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Ashe,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Belch- 
er, Benton,  Hocock,  Boyce,  Pridgea,  Cliigg,  Car|>»*n(er, 
Caskie.  Cliaslaiii,  Chrittniaii,  (/'raige,  Curtis,  Dick,  Dirk- 
inson,  Klheriilee,  Faulkner,  Fenton,  Flaiilrr,  Fuller,  Gitl- 
ding-^,  Gnode,  Grow,  llan)iUoti,  Aaron  Hiirinn,  Ha.-'liiig-', 
Ilaven,  Hill,  Hillyer,  Ingersoll,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George 
W;  Jonen,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Keill,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz, 
Let"'her,  Lilly.  McCulloeh,  Matteson,  Middleswnrlh,  Mill- 
son,  Morgan,  Murray,  Nichols,  Andrew  Oliver,  Pt-<'k,  Peck- 
haiti,  Bi..bo|i  Perkins,  Powell,  Puryear,  Fteady,  David 
Ritchie,  Uuflin,  t^haw,  Skelton,  ncrril  i^niith,  Samuel  A, 
Smith,  William  Smith,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Tay- 
lor. Trout,  Vail,  and  Vansant^iS. 

NAYS — Messr.,;.  Abereronibie,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis 
Allen.  Applelon,  Banks,  R.irksdale,  Harry,  Bell,  Benson, 
Blis.-,  Ureckinrldre,  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cliniuberliiin, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Corwin,  CnK-ker,  Cul- 
lom, John  G.  Davis,  Thomas  Davis,  Dc  Will,  Dimey, 
Dowdell,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Eddy,  Edmands,  Thomas  D. 
Eliot,  BUison,  Englisb,  Parley,  Florence,  Goodrich,  Green- 


wood, Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Houston,  Howe, 
Hughes,  Johnson,  Roland  Jones,  Knox,  Lamb,  Lmtmm, 
Lindley,  Lindsley,  Mace,  Macy,  Maxwell,  Mayall,  John 
O.  Miller,  Smith  Miller,  Noble,  Norton,  Olds,  Mordecai 
Oliver,  Orr,  Parker,  Pennington,  Phelps,  Pratt, Reese,  Rid- 
dle, Thomas  Ritchey,  Russell,  Sablo,  Bapp,  Seward,  Sin- 
gleton, George  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard 
U.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stepheufl.  Hestor  L.  Siemu, 
Straub,  Daviil  Stuart.  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tracy, 
Twe*d,  Upbam,  Walker,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Wastabome, 
WelU,  Tappan  Weiitwnrtb,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  Danid 
B.  Wright,  and  Hendrick  B.  Wright— 97. 

So  the  House  refuaed  to  lay  the  bill  upon  ths 
table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  then  move  that  ths  Houas 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.     . 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ten^Mire,  (Mr.  Jokes,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair.)  The  Chair  will 
slate,  that  the  main  question  having  been  ordered 
to  be  now  put,  it  must  bs  disposed  of  before  that 
motion  can  be  entertained. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Doss  the  Chair  decide  that 
my  motion  is  out  of  order ! 

The  SPEAKER  ;iro  temptre.  The  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  chair  is  informed  that  the  prac- 
tice has  been  such  as  he  has  stated. 

Ths  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  waa  aub- 
aequently  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  riae  to  a  qaestion  of  order. 
I  object  to  the  reading  of  the  bill,  unlesb  it  has  been 
ei^roased. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttmpart.  The  bill  has 
been  engrossed,  and  has  been  already  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  and  read  a  third  time.  The  Chair, 
therefore,  overrules  the  point  of  order  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Havkn.] 

hfr.  JONES,  of  Tenneasee.    I  would  like  to 
know  how  the  Chair  can  tell  whether  the  bill  is  / 
engroaacd .'    Certainly,  diere  haa  not  been  time  to 
compare  it  with  the  bill  since  it  waa  ordered  to  bs 
engrossed. 

Mr.  ORR.  Oh,  it  is  just  the  same  with  this 
bill  as  with  bills  which  we  pasa  every  day. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  may  be  the  custom;  but  it 
is  not  proper.         , 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpcre.  It  was  engrossed 
before  the  House  met  this  rooming. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michigan.  I  move  the 
previous  Question. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  But  asto  the  queation  of  order 
which  I  raised:  I  am  not  through  with  it  yet.  I 
have  not  been  heard  fully.  I  do  not  want  to  de- 
bate it.  I  raised  the  (luestion  of  order  previously 
to  the  reading  of  the  bill.  Ths  Chairman  over- 
ruled it,  on  the  ground  that  the  question  came  too 
late.  Now,  I  iTesire  to  have  that  corrected ;  for  I 
addressed  the  Chair  previously  to  the  Clerk  read- 
ins  the  title  of  ths  bill  the  third  time;  for  I  had  the 
subject  in  my  eye  all  the  while. 

As  to  the  question  of  fact  as  to  whether  the  bill 
has  been  engrossed  or  not,  I,  of  course,  am  unin- 
formed ;  but  a  moment  or  two  ago  I  saw  the  bill 
unengTossed. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempan.  The  Chair  would 
state  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  at 
the  lime  the  Chair  heard  hia  point  of  order  raised 
he  was  informed  by  the  Clerk  that  the  biU  had  been 
en 


r.  JONES,  of  Tenneaaee,  (inUrrupting.)  But 
when  has  it  been  engrossed .' 

The  SPEAKER  pro  ttrnpon.  And  being  so 
informed,  the  Chair  overruled  the  point  of  order 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  JONES.  Timeooghttobe  taken  to  com- 
pare the  bill  as  engrossed  with  the  original,  and 
to  see  whether  the  engrossment  is  riglit  or  not.  1 
now  ask  whether  the  decision  of  the  Chair  has  not 
been  made  on  a  false  assumption  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpore.  The  Chair  was 
informed  by  the  Clerk  that  the  bill  was  engrossed 
before  the  House  ntet  to-day.  Such  was  the  in- 
formation the  Chair  had  on  ths  subjea,  and  on 
that  he  made  hia  decision. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  it  now  in  order  to  more 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  etala  of  the  Union  >  If  so,  I 
wish  to  mnke  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Itmpon.  The  previous 
question  has  been  called  for. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.    Before  the  qaestion  is  put 
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on  «econding  the  call  for  the  preTfous  question,  I 
move  that  the  rules  of  the  House  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  op  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Ml .  CLINGM  AN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  hope  that  we  will  have  a  uniform  rule  of  prac- 
tice in  transacting  the  business  of  the  House. 
The  previous  question  has  been  demanded  on  the 
paaaags  of  the  Dili,  and,  besides,  a  motion  is  now 
made  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  Now,  it  will  be  recollected 
by  the  House,  that  some  time  ago,  when  I  had 
occasion  to  look  up  the  precedents  in  this  body, 
1  made  the  point  to  the  Speaker,  when  we  were 
considering  the  Nebraska  bill,  that  I  had  found 
decisions  of  his  in  the  last  Congress— with  which 
he  was  satisfied — that  when  the  previous  question 
hod  been  demanded,  and  when  subsequently  a 
motion  was  made  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  question  on  seconding  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  would  have  to  be  first  put,  be- 
fore the  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  disposed  of.  I  can  turn  to  these 
precedents.  The  Speaker  became  satisfied  with 
them.  1  hope  that  a  tmiform  rule  of  practice  will 
be  established  on  this  point.  I  do  not  care  what 
the  rule  is,  but  I  do  think  it  ought  to  be  a  uniform 
one. 

The  SPEAKER  pre  Umfort.  The  Chair  would 
state  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that 
the  temporary  occupant  oCthe  chair  must  be  gov- 
erned by  what  he  is  informed  have  been  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Speaker;  and  his  information  is, 
that  the  Chair  has  held,  that  when  the  previous 
qurstion  has  been  called  for,  and  when,  at  the 
same  lime,  or  subsequently,  a  motion  is  laade  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  latter  question  is  ons  of  higher 
privilege  than  the  former,  and  takes  precedence 
of  it 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  I  can  show 
decisions  the  other  way. 

The  SPEAKER  fn  taufort.  And  from  that 
information,  the  tem{>orary  occupant  of  the  chair 
decides  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  fiom 
Maryland  [Mr.  Hamilton]  is  in  order,  and  must 
take  precedence  of  tiu  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Before  the  question  is  put 
on  the  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union — which  I  suppose 
will  lead  to  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill — I  ask  permission  to  pre- 
sent to  this  Housea  report  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  that  committee  for  a  construction 
of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  touching 
booWs  for  new  members. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Mmen.  By  unanimous 
consent  the  eentleman  can  do  so. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  object.  I 
want  to  vote  down  the  motion  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  in  order  that  we  may  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  House  will  go 
into  committee  now.  Let  the  morning  hour  have 
its  own  business,  and  let  the  other  business  of  the 
House  have  the  balance  of  the  time.  I  will  vote 
for  the  bill  in  the  morning  hour,  but  I  am  unwiil- 
ine  that  it  should  rale  oiit  everything  else. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  the  House  goes  into  committee 
now,  does  not  the  bill  go  upon  the  Speaker's 
table  r 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpan.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair  it  does. 

Mr.  COBB.  Very  well;  I  want  the  Criends  of 
the  bill  to  understand  that. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  ealt  the  genUeman  from 
Alabama  to  order. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  motion  that 
the  House  resolve  iuelf  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  HAMILTON  demanded  the  yew  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  thsn  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  70,  nays  99;  as  fol- 
lows: 

VBAS— Mnara.  DivM  J.  Bsiley,  Thnmu  H.  Bsjriy, 
Bentnii,  BococX,  Boyce,  Brirfgea,  Bun,Cupenter,CsaUe, 
Chuiaiii,  ChriFRiiin,  Cnlquin,  Coz,  <?rai|ie,  Curlis,  Dick, 
EdmundKin,  John  M.  Ellloii,  Eiheridga,  niulkner,  FenU>n, 
flagln,  Fuller,  Glddlngn,  Gniide,  Omw,  Hmnillon,  Aarnn 
Ratlan,  Hiuling>,  Hevcn,  HHI,Uillyer,  HouMon,  Ingeraoll, 
Dsnisi  T.  Joaes,  Qeoiie  W.  Jones,  J.  Olsoey  Jones,  KelU, 


Kerr.Kldwell,  Kurtx,  Leiclier,  Mlly,  McCulloch,  Malte- 
901I,  Middlecwartb,  Mlllson,  Murray,  Andrew  Oliver,  Peck, 
l^ckbaio,  Biitliop  PtjrkinB,  Pnwell,  PreMton,  Priii(Ie,  Pur- 
year,  Ready,  UaTid  Eilcbie,  RufBn,  Sbaw,  Sbower,  Bkel- 
tan,  Gerrit  SuiUb,  Goorge  W.  Sniylb,  Jobu  J.  Taylor,  Na- 
Ihsniel  G.  Taylor,  Troui,  Vail,  Vanaaol,  and  Zollicofler— 
70. 

NATS— Mesara.  AbercromWe,  Janiea  O.  AUen,  Willla 
Allen,  Appleton,  Banka,  Barkniale,  Barry,  Belcher,  Bell, 
Benaon,  Bliaa,  Breckiiirid|e,Brooki<,CainpDcll,Carutheri, 
CbamberlaiD,  Chandler,  Clark,  ClingBaan,  Cobb,  Corwio, 
Cracker,  Cullom,  Jobo  O.  Davia,  Tbomaa  Davli,  De  Witt, 
Diaoey,  Dnwdell,  UUBhaoi,  Eanuuia,  Eddy,  Edmanda, 
Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Elllaon,  Engllata,  Ewlm,  Farley,  Flor- 
ence, Goodrich,  Greenwood,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Samiiaon 
W.  Hania,  Wiley  P.  Harria,  HarrieOB,  Hendricka,  Uenn, 
Howe,  Hugtaea,  Hunt,  Jobnaon,  Roland  Jonea,  Knox, 
LaiBb,  Ladiaa),  Lindley,  Lindiley,  Mace,  Macy,  Maxwell, 
Mayail,  John  O.  MlUer,  Snith  Miller,  Morgan,  Nichola, 
Nuble,  nonon,  Olda,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Parker, 
Pennington,  Phelpa,  Pntt,  Beeae,  Tbomaa  Rllcbay,  Riia 
aell,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Seward,  Singleion,  tVllliam  R.  Smith, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Bicbatd  H.  Sianton,  Alexander  H. 
Slepbena,  Healor  L.  8teveua,airaub,  David  Stuan,  Thnra 
ton,  Tracy,  Tweed,  Walley,  Ellibu  B.  Wsabburae,  larael 
Waahbom,  Wella,  Tappan  Wenlwortb,  Weslbioek,  Whee- 
ler, and  Daniel  B.  Wrigbi— W. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  mam  question  ordered  to  be  now  put,  being 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in^he affirmative — yeas  99,  nays  71;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Means.  Abererooibie,  Janea  C.  AUan,  Willia 
Allen,  Bankfl,  Barkadaln,  Barry,  Beii,  Benaon,  Benton, 
Bliaa,  Breckinridge,  Campbell.  Carutbera,  Cbajnberlain, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Clingman,  Onbb,  Corwin.  Crocker,  John 
G.  Davie,  Tbomaa  Davia.De  Witt,  Dluk,  Dianey,  Bonrdell, 
Dnnbam,  Eaatman,  ISddy,  Edmanda,  Tbemas  1).  Eliot, 
Elliran,  Pariey,  Florence,  Goodrich,  Greenwood,  Andrew 
}.  Ilarian,Sampaon  W.  Uarria,  Wiley  P.  Harria, Harriaon, 
Hendricka,  Henn,  Houalan,  Howe,  Hughea,  Bant,  Jotanaon, 
Roland  Jonea,  Knox,  Lamb,  Latham,  Lindley,  Lindaley, 
Mace,  Macy,  Maxwell,  Middleawanh,  John  G.  MUler, 
Smith  Miller,  Noble,  Norton,  Olda,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr, 
Parker,  Pennioglon,  John  Perklna,  Phelpa,  Prtngle,  Reeae, 
Riddle,  Tbomaa  Riicbey,  Rnasell,  Sabln,  Sapp,  Seward, 
SiiMielon,  William  R.  SmiUi,Oeai|*  W.  Smyth,  Frederick 
P.  SiaoUn,  Richard  B.  Stanioa,  Alexander  H.  Stepbeae, 
Uealor  L.  Slevena,  Straub,  David  Staart,  John  L.  Taylor, 
Tburaioo,  Tracy,  Tweed,  UHham,  Walker,  Walley,  Ellihn 
B.  WaahDurne,  larael  Waabbuin,  Wella,  Tappan  Went- 
worth,  Wetlbrook,  Wheeler, and  Daniel  p.  Wrigbt— 89. 

NATS— Meaars.  Aiken,  David  J.  BaUey,  Tbomaa  B. 
Bayly,  Belcher,  Boeoek,  Bridgea,  Bon,  Caipenler,  Caakic, 
Chaatain,  Cbrlaman,  OolqaiU,  Cox,  Umite,  Cwtia,  Dickin- 
aon,  Bdmundaon,  John  M.  Elliou,  Elberidge,  Ewing,  Faulk- 
ner, FeotoOrFlagler,  Faller,  Goode,  Grow,  HamiltOD,  Aaroo 
Harlan,  Baatlnga,  Haven,  Hill,  Hillyei,  logeraoll,  Daniel 
,T.  Jonea,  George  W.  Jonea,  J.  Glancy  Jonea,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well,  Kanz,  Letcher,  Lilly,  McCulloch,  Matteson,  May, 
Million, Morgan, Murray,  Niebola,  Andrew  Oliver, Packer, 
Peek,  Peckham.Biahep  Perkina,  Powell,  Pratt,  Puryear, 
Ready,  David  Rilchie,  RulBn,  Sbaw,  Shower,  Skelion, 
Gerrii  Smith,  IVilliam  Smith,  John  J.  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G. 
Taylor,  Trout,  Vail,  Vanaani,  Wiue,  aad  ZoUiooffer— 71. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  BOYCE  stated  that  he  had  paired  off  with 
Mr.  Matall  upon  the  bill,  and  that  otherwise 
be  should  have  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Michipn.  1  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  also  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURNB,  of  Illinois.  I  move  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  title  was  adopted, 
and  also  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BOOKS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  now  to  offer  the 
resolution  which  I  have  made  several  attempts  to 
bring  before  the  House;  and  with  a  view  or  hav- 
ing' settled  a  ouestion  which  proposes  to  prevent 
a  rarge  expenditure. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

RetoUitd,  Tliat,  in  adopting  tha  Joint  resototion  fhMn  the 
Senate,  authorizing  the  disiribuiioo  of  kooka  among  the 
new  membera  of  tlie  two  Bouaea  of  Congreaa,  ibe  Houae 
ofRepreaentativea  intended  that  when  tbe  publiaberofany 
auch  booka  is  unable  to  supply  them,  the  Clerk  of  tbe 
Houae  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purcbaae  them  of  any  other 
person  ;  apd  that  when  such  works  aa  have  been  dlatrib- 
uted  to  members  are  not  10  be  readtlyobtained,  other  booka 
of  a  aimilar  character  may  be  supplied  to  them:  iVwid^rf, 
That  no  more  shall  be  paid  therefor  than  has  been  paid  for 
Uie  booka  for  which  tlinsa  sliall  be  aubatituted:  Provided 
aUOf  That  the  new  edition  of  the  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys 
General  of  the  United  Biatea,  contained  in  four  volumea, 
and  having  an  index,  be  aubatituted  for  tbe  imperfect  edi- 
tion beielofore  diatribnted,  provided  tbe  cost  Uiereof  sbal) 


not  exceed  Afteen  dollara  per  copy:  .tnd  mvUei  oJao, 
That  no  more  than  ont  cofy  of  any  one  work  aball  be  for- 
niabed  fbr  any  member. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  object. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
not  object.  We  cannot  get  on  with  the  appro- 
priation bill  without  having  something  of  the  sort 
dons.    I  ts  passes  will  save  |S5,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  general  appropriation 
bill  certainty  has  nothing  to  do  with  that  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Unless  this  resohition  be 
passed,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  purchase 
immediately  one  hundred  and  sixty  (»>pies  of 
Hickey's  Constitution  for  sach  new  member  iff 
the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

There  being  no  objection,  ths  reaolution  was 
received. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  rcsohi- 
tion  by  striking  out  the  last  proviso,  which  is  as 
follows: 

ProwUti  oiae,  That  no  more  than  eae  eopy  of  aay  oae 
work  abail  be  fumiabed  to  any  member. 

I  now  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  explain  the  necessity  of  that  proviso. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  calls  upon  ma  to  explain  that  proviso.  1 
will  do  it.  In  the  joint  reaolution  which  passed 
some  time  since,  it  was  provided  that  the  members 
of  each  House  should  be  furnished  with  all  thoee 
books  which  had  been  previously  furnished  to  the 
new  members  by  other  Congresses.  The  Senats 
decided  that  the  resolution  must  bs  so  construed 
aa  to  give  each  new  member  of  each  House  one 
hundred  and  sixty  copies  of  theConstitution  which 
now  lies  upon  your  table.  Tbatconatruetion  would 
involve  a  cost  of  |95,000.  That  part  of  the  reso> 
lution  seemed  to  the  committee  as  plain  as  any 
othsr  portion  of  it,  but  because  it  has  been  con- 
strued differently,  they  have  reported  this  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  object  which  I  have  fai 
view  in  making  the  motion  to  strike  out  thia 
proviso  is,  that  the  new  members  of  this  House 
may  be  entitled  each  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
copies  of  the  Constitution,  the  same  number  as 
is  given  to  Senatora.  That  is  the  constnietioo 
wmeb  has  been  given  in  the  Senate.  That  is  the 
construction  which  has  been  given  it  by  ths 
Clerk  of  the  House,  and  that  is  the  construction 
which  I  think  should  be  given  to  it.  If  this  pro- 
viso should  bs  adopted,  the  effect  would  be  that 
tha  Senators  would  get  one  hundred  and  sixty 
copies  each  for  distribution,  and  tbe  members  of 
the  House  will  be  denied  the  same  number  which 
we  should  be  entitled  to  by  a  similar  constrtiction. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  would  ask 
ths  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  whether  the 
old  members  of  this  House  have  ever  received 
more  than  one  copy  of  this  work  ?  It  has  never 
been  furnished  to  them  for  distribution.  If  the 
construction  which  is  provided  for  in  this  resolu- 
tion be  given,  each  new  member  will  receive  one 
copy  aa  heretofore.  If  not,  each  new  member 
will  receive  one  hundred  and  sixty  <:opies. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman, 
I  have  only  to  say  this:  If  tl\e  old  members  lio  not 
think  proper  to  take  care  of  their  rights,  and  pro- 
vide themselves  with  tbe  same  number  of  copies 
under  joint  resolution  that  Senators  take,  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  new  members.  So  far  its  I  am  myadf 
concerned,  I  propose  to  take  care  of  my  individoal 
rights,  and  the  rights  of  my  constituenfa,  in  the 
distribution  of  copies  of  the  Constitution.  CM 
members  have  legislated  for  themselves  heretofore, 
and  I  cannot  go  hack  on  the  record  ts  correct  the 
mischief  which  may  have  b^en  done.  I  hope  that 
the  new  members  here  will  protect  themselves  and 
get  what  Senators  take. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  amend  by  Btriking 
out  the  following  words: 

And  that  when  aneb  works  aa  have  been  diatrlbsled  lo 
meniKra  are  not  to  be  readily  obtained,  other  hooiia  of  aim- 
ilareharaeler  may  be  aapplled  forttiMD :  Pnnied,  That  so 
more  stall  be  paid  Uiereforihas  has  beeapsid  for  the  kijaiia 
for  which  those  ahall  be  aubatUuied. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  an  amendment  now 
pending  to  strike  out  that  last  proviso.  Tb« 
Chair  will,  however,  entertain  the  amendment  of 
the  eentleman. 

Afr.  LETCHER.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
provision  of  tbe  resolution  ought  not  to  be  here, 
even  if  the  House  determine  to  adopt  (he  balane*. 
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Heretofore,  the  House  has  supph'ed  members  aa 
they  come  into  the  body  with  books,  or  so  many 
aa  had  been  received  by  their  predecessors  on  this 
floor.  When  they  are  exhausted,  it  is  proposed  to 
^  into  the  market,  at  the  instance  of  the  member 
himself,  and  to  select  literary  or  miscellaneous 
books  of  one  sort  or  the  other,  in  order  that  he 
may  supply  to  himself  the  amount  of  books  prc- 
Bcnbed  by  the  resolution.  In  other  words,  he 
may  go  there  and  purchase  a  litsrarjr  libmry,  so 
far  as  the  expenditure  of  Congress  will  enable  him 
to  do  so,  for  his  own  private  use.  I  hope  that  por- 
tion of  th*  resolution  may  be  stricken  out. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  to  strikeout  the  last  proriso, 
bein?  first  made,  is  the  first  in  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  air.  the  object  of 
presenting  these  books  to  members,  in  the  first 
instance,  was  to  supply  them  with  political  works 
connected  with  the  Discharge  of  their  duties  here, 
to  afford  them  facility  in  acquiring  the  requisite 
knowledge  to  enable  them  to  discharge  thoseduties 
in  a  satisfactory,  or  at  least  a  more  satisfactory 
manner  to  their  constituents  and  the  public.  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  portion  of  the  resolution  to 
which  I  refer  can  have  no  such  effect;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  can  be  r^arded  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a  matter  of  personal  favor  to  members,  by  which 
their  personal  interest  and  their  convenience  are 
alone  to  be  consulted.  I  hope  that  we  shall  not 
enlarge  the  rule  at  any  rate;  but  that  we  shall 
confine  the  distribution  of  books  to  the  limits 
heretofore  assigned. 

Mr.  JONES,  of- Tennessee.  The  matter  in 
reference  to  which  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
now  report,  was  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses  to  furnish  the  new  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  present  Con- 
gress such  books  aa  had  heretofore  been  distrib- 
uted to  members.  It  was  understood  at  the  time 
to  be  one  copy  of  each  of  the  works  which  had 
been  heretofore  distributed  for'new  members  use. 
.And  why,  sir,  was  it  necessary  to  pass  the  joint 
resolution.'  Heretofore  the  Senate  have  adopted 
a  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  books  among 
its  members.  The  House  have  also  adopted  a 
■imitar  resolution  in  reference  to  its  members;  but 
at  the  last  Congress,  with  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  the  books  then  directed  to  be  distributed  by 
the  respective  Houses,  it  was  enacted  that  there- 
. after  no  other  book  should  be  distributed,  except 
auch  as  ^ould  be  ordered  by  the  Senate  or  the 
House.  Then,  sir,  in  order  to  distribute  books 
similar  to  those  usually  distributed,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  a  repealing  law  to  be  approved  by 
the  President. 

Congress,  1  believe,  have  never  authorized,  by 
joint  resolution,  any  number  of  books  to  members 
of  either  House  for  distribution.  If  you  now  pass 
the  resolution  giving  to  each  of  the  new  members 
of  this  House  one  hundred  and  sixty  copies  of 
Hiekey's  Constitution,  you  give  them  a  greater 
number  of  books  than  any  members  of  the  House 
have  ever  heretofore  received.  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  never  distributed, or  author- 
ized to  be  distributed  to  its  members,  Hiekey's 
compilation  of  the  Constitution,  other  than  one 
cop^  for  each  of  its  members.  The  House  passed 
a  joint  resolution,  and  estimates  were  submitted  to 
the  committee,  in  order  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  these  books,  and  a  list  of  auch 
books  aa  each  member  is  entitled  to  accompanies 
those  estimates. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  ask  the  eentle- 
man  firom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jomes,]  if  we  do  not 
pass  any  resolution  now  explanatory  of  the  jo'nt 
resolation,  what  construction  will  the  Clerk  give 
to  it? 

Mr.  JONES.  The  Clerk  puts  this  construc- 
tion upon  the  joint  resolution,  that  each  member 
is  entitled  to  but  one  copy  of  the  Constitution. 
The  Clerk  has  submitted  his  estimates  under  that 
joint  resolution  of  the  cost  of  books  for  the  new 
members,  and  he  makes  the  cost  of  a  fVill  set  of 
books  for  each  member  |1, 043  85.  If  you  say 
that  the  true  construction  of  the  resolution  is  that 
he  shall  purchase  one  hundred  and  sixty  copies  of 
the  Constitution  for  each  member,  it  will  make 
^1,303  00  as  the  cost  of  books  to  be  distributed  to 
each  new  member  at  this  session. 

The  Senate  have  at  different  times  mtlered  copies 
of  the  Constitution  for  distribution  through  the 
country,  sometimes  a  larger  and  sometimes  a 
•mailer  number;  bat  the  House  bars  never  ordered 


more  than  one  copy  of  the  work  for  each  mem- 
ber. I  do  not  believe  the  House  would  have  passed 
this  joint  resolution,  if  they  had  Relieved  at  the 
time  that  it.  was  intended  to  order  books  for  gen- 
eral distribution  by  members  of  the  House.  It 
was  merely  intended  to  give  to  each  member  one 
copy  of  such  works  as  nave  heretofore  been  dis- 
tributed to  members  for  their  own  use.  I  do  not 
know  what  proportion  of  these  books  can  now 
be  had.  The  editions  of  many  of  them  have  been 
exhausted,  and  I  believe,  in  every  resolution  here- 
tofore passed  by  this  House,  there  has  been  a 
dause  inserted  that  nothing  in  the  resolution  should 
be  construed  to  authorize  the  reprinting  of  any 
of  these  works;  but  now  it  is  proposed  that  the 
works  that  have  been  exhausted  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  an  equal'amountin  value  of  other  works, 
to  be  selected  by  the  member  himself.  I  will  in 
this  connection  read  the  estimate  submitted  by  the 
Clerk: 

Clibk's  OrpioB,  HoDss  or  RsrRsacirrATiVBS.  \ 
Jmu  14, 18M.  ( 
Sir  ;  I  have  tiie  honor  to  tranBinit,  berewith,  estimates 
of  additional  appropriaiions  for  the  exp«n«es  of  the  Hnuse 
of  Repreaenlwres,  mada  necessary  by  eiisiing  orders  of 
(be  Rooae  and  lis  eominittees,  tat  the  fiscal  year  ending 
aoib  Jane,  I8». 

J.  W.  FORNEY, 
ClerkofHa.o/Refu.  United  Statu. 
Hon.  LtiiH  BoTD, 

Sftmktr  «/  Ho. »/  Rept.  Unittd  Stata. 

Jmtnded  SMnmttM  of  JSppromiation*  f&r  the  rontingent 
osventa  of  the  Howe  of  Repreeentativet  for  tke  year 
tndinti  SOU  June,  18&5. 

For  fatiiiiiire  and  repairs,  Ibree  tboosand  eigbt  hundred 
and  aeventy-five  dollars «3,S75  00 


sixuenlh  to  the  Ibrtielb,  Ineloalve,  In  all  three  ihoosand 
fov  hundred  and  thirty-two  volnmea,  st  five  dollan  per 
volume,  ieveoleen  ihonaand  one  bnndred  and  sixty  dol- 
lan  «17,I60  00 


The  above  Is  in  Ilea  of  the  $3,000  now  In  the  printed  bill. 
The  addition  of  (875  it  made  necessary  by  the  order  of  the 
House  for  a  new  set  oriightchatni  for  summer,  the  contract 
price  of  which  is  4875. 
For  horses  and  carriages,  fbur  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

forty-five  doUars »«,745  00 

This  is  in  lieu  of  the  *},l^20  in  the  primed  bill,  the  addi- 
tion or  $1 ,835  being  made  necessary  as  follows : 
Additional  mall  eanriage,  allowed  by  the  Commidee  on 

Accounts 9TV) 

Horse  and  wagon  ft>r  heavy  documents,  allowed  by 

Coramttteeon  Accounts 730 

Cany-aH  of  Sergeant-at-Arnu,  omiued  in  former 

estimate,  for  six  months 365 

For  newspapers  fbr  oiemben,  twelve  Ihonaand  five  hun 

dred  dollars 913,500  00 

This  is  in  lieu  of  the  910,000  in  the  printed  bill.    The 

addition  is  made  necessary  by  the  resolution  of  the  Hnuse 

which  allows  to  each  member  $50  for  newspapers,  instead 

of  940,  aa  hareiofore.     • 

For  book*  voted  to  the  new  members  of  the  Home  of  the 
Thirty-Third  Congress,  one  hundred  and  filty-nne  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-seven 
cents 9151,949  87 


The  foregoing  estimate  Is  made  up  as  follows :  There 
are  in  the  present  Bouse  one  hundred  and  finy-fbur  new 
members,  ofwbom  one  hundred  and  forty- three  are  entitled 
to  full  eels  of  books,  and  eleven  to  partial  seta.  Tlie  ft>l- 
lowing  Ust  gives  Uie  cost  of  a  full  set  of  books  for  one  mem- 
ber) 

Register  of  Debates 9145  00 

Revised  Statutes  and  Index 35  00 

Globeand  Appendix 155  OU 

Contested  Elections 5  00 

Senate  Land  Laws , 10  00 

Cnnsiitntiun 1  00 

Elliott's  Debates 18  00 

American  Archives,  (0  vols.) 151  60 

Oiplomadc  Correspoodeaoe 15  00 

American  Sute  Papers S35  SO 

Opinions  of  the  Anomeys  Oeneral IS  00 

Finance  Reports S4  00 

Annals  of  Congress,  (40  vols.) 900  00 

Adams'aWork 90  00 

HamUton>«  Works. IS  75 

1,043  85 

143  fldi  sets,  at  91 ,043  85 9149,370  55 

II  partial  sets. 9,679  33 

151,949  87 


For  Aaoala  of  Congress  Itar  the  House  Library  under  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  September  38,  I85J,  one  hundred 
sets  of  each  volume,  fVom  the  tweniy-Ihird  to  the  fortieth, 
kotti  included,  in  all  seventeen  hundred  volumes,  at  Ave 
dollars  per  volumu,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars     98,500  00 


For  Annals  of  Congress  fbr  one  hundred  and  forty 'three 
members  of  the  Thirty  Second  Congress  entiled  in  iliem 
under  the  reflation  of  July  36, 1859,  one  hundred  and 
fbrty  three  sett  of  twcDty-foar  volumes  each,  from  the 


The  resolution,  it  seems  to  me,  was  certAinly 
framed  with  the  design  of  giving  to  each  new 
member  one  copy  of  each  work  which  1  have  read 
from  that  estimate  submitted  by  the  Clerk;  and 
this  thing  of  including  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
copies  of  Hiekey's  Constitution,  to  be  distributed 
to  the  new  members,  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  after- 
thought for  the  benefit  of  the  autnor  or  compiler 
of  that  work.  And,  to  say  nothing  about  the 
wrong  in  itself,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  those 
districts — not  to  the  members  themselves,  but  to 
their  districts — which  have  been  represented  on 
this  floor,  and  whose  Representatives  have  never 
received  one  solitary  copy  of  that  work  for  dis- 
tribution among  their  constituents.  This  work 
has  never  been  taken  by  the  House  since  it  was 
first  compiled.  It  has  never  been  ordered  since. 
And  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  clearly  not  the  inten- 
tion or  understanding  of  this  House,  at  the  time 
this  resolution  was  adopted,  that  they  should  go 
beyond  the  copies  for  tne  members  of  the  works 
that  are  now  in  use. 

Mr.  BO  YCE.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  think 
the  resolution  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Chandler]  a  very  proper  one. 
The  object  of  buying  these  books,  if  I  understand 
it,  is  that  members  may  have  the  means  of  inform- 
ing themselves  upon  political  subjects.  What 
then  do  they  want  with  more  than  one  copy  o 
any  one  work  before  them.'  This  whole  thing  o 
the  distribution  of  books  is  one  upon  which  the 
country  is  somewhat  sore.  Let  us  proceed,  then, 
with  some  degree  of  regard  to  public  opinion.  If 
there  is  any  (foubl  of  the  meaning  of  the  original 
resolution,  let  us  adopt  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  which  is  designed  to 
explain  it. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  understand  that  the  present 
difficulty  arises  from  ths  circumstance  that  the 
original  joint  resolution,  was  so  interpreted  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature  as  to 
give  a  large  number  of  one  of  the  books  to  the  new 
members  of  that  body.  I  also  understand  that  if 
that  joint  resolution  shall  receive  the  same  interpre- 
tation here,  it  would  give  the  same  large  number 
of  books  to  each  of  the  new  members  of  mis  House. 
I  understand  that  the  old  members  of  this  House 
never  received  that  large  number.  I  learn,  also, 
from  the  statement  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library,  [Mr.  Chandlbr,]  that 
the  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General,  in  the  edi- 
tion which  he  proposes  to  provide  for  new  mem- 
bers, are  in  a  form  and  shape  vastly  more  valu- 
able than  in  the  previous  edition,  which  edition 
the  old  members  received. 

I  rise,  therefore,  to  give  notice  that  if  the  motion 
of  my  friend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  SewaiwI  to  strike 
out  the  last  proviso  of  tne  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Pennsylvania  shall  prevail,  I  propose 
to  move  an  additional  proviso,  as  follows: 

Jtnd  frovUM,finik»r,  That  the  raemben  wbo  have  aol 
received  the  hooka  contemplated  herein,  shall  be  provided 
thetewiUi. 

The  object  of  the  proviso  is,  that  the  old  mem- 
bers of  this  body  may  have  an  equal  number  of 
the  work  upon  the  Constitution  to  circulate  in 
their  districts,  and  among  their  constituents;  and, 
also,  that  the  old  membna  may  have  the  ailvant- 
oga  of  the  very  superior  recent  edition  of  ths 
Opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General. 

Allow  me  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  do  not 
at  all  sympathize  with  my  friend  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  JoKEi]  in  the  argument  which  he  has  made 
to  the  House  in  enforcing  his  views,  that  this  res- 
olution operates,  and  ought  to,  exclusively  to  the 
personal  Dcnefit  of  members.  I  should  rejoice  to 
nave  the  resolution,  in  its  final  form,  assume  such 
a  shape  that  it  will  be  valuable,  not  only  to  us,  but 
to  our  i»nstitucnta.  And  I  maintain,  sir,  that 
there  is  no  book  which  we  order,  in  large  num- 
bers, more  appropriate  to  be  circulated  among  our 
constituents  than  that  book  on  the  Constitution. 
It  is  a  book  which  we  should  rejoice  to  be  able  to 
deposit  in  every  county,  in  every  town,  and  in 
every  village  in  our  respective  districts. 

With  these  views,  I  shall  offer  the  proviso  which 
I  have  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusstts,  [Mr.  UpHiHi]  he  pro- 
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potea  to  offer  hia  proviso  in  tba  event  thu  my 
motion  la  adopted.  * 

Mr.  UPHAM.  Yea;  and  I  shall  offer  it  in 
case  the  motion  of  my  friend  from  G^rgia  fails, 
if  it  will  be  in  order  tO  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order  to  move  to 
strike  out  and  insert. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  will  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  SMITH ,  of  Virginia.  I  myself  have  never 
been  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  publishing  books 
by  Congress  for  circulation,  either  among  mem- 
bers or  their  constituents.  But,  sir,  the  policy 
has  long  prevailed,  and  1  suppose  that  this  reso- 
lution involves  a  simple  construction  of  a  rtaolu- 
tion  heretofore  adopted.  It  ia  true  the  discnasion 
has  been  extended  to  embrace  the  general  policy 
of  voting  books  to  members;  but  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  have  been  confined 
to  the  ordering  of  but  one  copy  of  thia  particular 
work  for  distribution  by  the  membera.  ^ 

Now,  if  I  underatand  it,  it  haa  long  been  the 
practice  to  distribute  largely  many  works;  for  in- 
stance, the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa  - 
ury  and  the  Patent  Office  report.  Well,  air,  what 
is  the  object  in  ordering  lartre  numbers  of  these 
works  printed?  Undoubtedly  it  is  that  mem- 
bers may  act  as  trustees  for  their  distribution. 
Every  member  who  receives  these  booka  ia  bound 
to  distribute  them  among  hia  constituenta  in  the 
manner  beat  calculated  to  promote  the  object  in 
fumiahing  them  to  him.  rio  member  has  the 
right  to  sell  or  dispose  of  (hem  for  his  own  per- 
sonal advantage.  No  member,  I  am  sure,  will  so 
diapoae  of  them. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  ia  true, 
is  all  over  the  country.  It  is  contained  in  the 
editions  of  the  conaiitution  and  laws  of  moat  of 
the  States.  It  may  lie  found  in  many  of  the 
school  books.  It  ia  found  in  all  the  books  con- 
taining the  laws  of  the  country.  Bat  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  thinks  that  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently circulated.  Well,  sir,  I  eoncar  with  him 
in  the  opinion  that  a  proper  knowledge  of  it  is 
wanting  in  many  portions  of  the  country.  I  dare 
say  that  be  speaks  knowingly  when  he  makes  the 
observation.  1  have  no  doubt  he  haa  aeen  a  man- 
ifest want  of  it  In  the  State  which  he  so  ably  rep- 
resents upon  this  floor.  We  have  had  a  startling 
illustration  of  the  utter  want  of  knowledge  of  the 

f>mvision«  of  this  instrument  on  a  recent  occasion, 
n  earryins  out  the  laws  of  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment,  m  the  far-famed  city  of  Boston. 

1  have  no  doubt  the  honorable  gentleman  sneaks 
from  what  he  haa  seen,  and  that  the  circulation 
of  the  Constitution  is  really  necessary  in  that 
portion  of  the  country  from  which  he  comes.  I 
nave  generally  voted  against  the  largest  number  of 
these  publications,  but  I  am  almost  constrained,  in 
this  particular  instance,  to  go  against  the  construc- 
tion advocated  by  the  gentleman  fh>m  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  favor  of  that  of  the  Senate.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  will  vote  in  favor  of  that  proposi- 
tion, but  I  shall  be  strongly  inclined  to  do  so.  I 
hope,  sir,  that  this  question  will  be  brought  to 
a  cln4e  without  further  discussion. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  only  one  remark  to 
make.  I  am  very  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia haa  thought  propir  to  allude  to  the  want  of 
the  Conatitution  in  Massachusetts.  Sir,  we  need 
it  as  much  at  the  South  as  anywhere.  It  is  needed 
North,  South,  Bast,  and  West;  our  whole  people 
need  it.    I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  desire  to  offer  a  single  senti- 
ment in  reply  to  the  remarks  which  have  fallen 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  bearing  upon  myself  and 
upon  my  State — the  venerable,  enlightened,  and 
illustrious  Commonwealth  which  1  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  upon  this  floor.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  says,  if  I  understood  him — my 
attention  having  been;to  aome  degree  interrupted — 
that  the  State  of  Maaaachusetis  needs  to  have  the 
Conatitution  of  theUnited  State* cireulated  among 
itspeople. 

Sir,  the  Representatives  and<lkre  iaithful  and 
patriotic  citizens  of  that  State  intend  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  kept  ftesh  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  every  eeneraiicrti;  that 
in  every  school  district  every  child  shall  grow  up 
with  its  principlea  engraven  deeply  on  his  heart. 
The  people  of  Massachusetts  do  not  intend  that 
lapse  of  lime  shall  render  it  necessary  to  have  their 
Dinda  reinfDnued  in  reference  to  the  Constitution. 


1 1     There  may  be  portions  of  thia  Confederacy, 
I:  which  took  a  ^reat  part,  too,  in  the  formation  of 
'  that  Conatitution,  where  its  original  and  funda- 
;|  menial  principles  need   particularly  to   be  reen- 
|l  forced,  and  amon^  whose  people  they  need  to  be 
''  repeated  and  revived.     And,  in  reference  ts  such 
portions  of  the  Confederacy,  I  would  particularly^ 
suggest  to  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  it 
surely  is  of  even  greater  importance  that  every 
member  on  this  floor  should  be  provided  with  the 
means  of  conveying  to  his  conatituency  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  Constitution,  ao  that  errors 
which  may  have  grown  up,  and  heresies  which 
may  have  thriven  in  the  minda  of  the  people  they 
represent,  may  be  corrected  and  removed;  and  that 
they  may  be  brought  back  to  the  knowledge  of 
those  primitive  sentiments  and  truths  in  support 
of  which  the  fathers  of  Virginia  and  thefathera  of 
Massachusetts  were  united.     And  if  we  do  our 
duty,  and  recall  those  who  have  airayed   into 
error,  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  Conetitulion 
was  established,  their  sons  will  again  come  to- 
gether, and  be  united  in  the  maintenance  of  those 
same  great  first  principles. 

Mr.  SMITH, of  Virginia.  I  am  happy,really 
very  happy,  sir,  to  agree  with  the  gentleman  ftvm 
Massacnusetts  in  the  opinions  which  he  has  ex- 
pressed. In  all  sincerity,  from  very  alight  ac- 
quaintance with  that  gentleman,  I  entertain  for 
him  really  a  great  respect.  I  speak  thia  now  as 
con  amore.  I  did  not  venture  to  say  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts  needed  additional  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  Constitution.  1  remarked, 
it  will  be  remembered,  that  I  supposed  it  was  in 
all  their  school  books.  But  I  was  very  much  grat- 
ified at  the  testimony  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  on  this  subject,  which  was 
very  much  stren^hened  by  a  recent  circumstance 
which  occurred  in  Boston,  from  »hich  it  would 
seem,  in  fact,  that  addition^  information  on  this 
sacred  instrument  was  neceeaary.  I  am  told  that 
it  ia  in  every  common  prayer-book. 

I  admit  that  Virginia  and  Massachusetts  once 
united  cordially  in  the  construction  of  this  instru- 
ment. They  moved  together  harmoniously  for  a 
season,  but  they  soon  diverged;  different  construc- 
tions prevailed  in  the  two  Common  wealths— wise- 
ly I  will  not  say  aa  to  both ;  for  I  could  not  aav  so; 
but  patriotic  aa  to  both  I  am  willing  to  admit. 
Still,  air,  they  have  differed;  they  at  present  differ; 
and  I  am  aure  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts will  admit  that  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
Constitution — for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  there 
is  want  of  patriotic  purpose  to  observe  its  provi- 
sions— has  been  strikingly  manifested  in  the  great 
emporium  of  New  England. 

As  the  gentleman  understands  the  subject  well, 
and  thinks  that  there  ought  to  be  an  additional 
circulation  of  the  Constitution  among  his  constit- 
uents, I  bow  in  submission  to  his  opinion.  I 
agree  with  him  in  opinion,  and  may  pernaps  unite 
with  him  when  we  are  called  on  to  vote.  I  do 
not  promise,  however,  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask-  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Johci,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Pbbkihs,  of  New  York,  were 
appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  only  twenty  gentlemen  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  theyeos  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan.  I  move  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  M1LL.S0N.  I  wish  to  anticipate  another 
motion  to  adjourn,  and  therefore  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  give  notice  to  the  House  that  on  to- 
morrow I  shall  call  their  attention  to  a  question 
of  privilege  connected  with  the  recent  violation  of 
the  order  and  decorum  of  the  House. 

[Cries  of  "Good!"  "Good!"  and  "That's 
rightl'l 

Mr.  QOODE.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether  a  divis- 
ion of  .this  question  ia  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  pre  temport,  (Mr.  Pbblps  oc- 
cupying the  chair.)  Under  the  rule  of  the  House 
a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  is  not  divisible. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment, 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  colled  for  tellerb. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Whzei.br 
and  Chamberlaih  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  90,  noes  47. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  nowpreserfltotheHouse 
the  amendment  to  which  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  some  time  ago,  and  which  ia  on  ths 
Clerk's  desk. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tanpore.  The  Honae  Im* 
sustained  the  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
and  ordered  the  main  question  to  be  now  pat. 
The  present  occupsnt  of  the  choir  was  not  pre- 
siding when  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fron 
Virginia  [Mr  Litobcr]  was  offered;  but  as  he 
is  informed,  it  was  not  entertained  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  It  was  entertained  and 
debated  for  aome  time;  and  then  the  Speaker  re- 
marked that  he  mustgivs  priority  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  which  wss 
first  made. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  state  one 
fact  to  the  Choir,  that  exactly  the  same  occurrence 
took  place  yesterday  on  the  bill  of  the  gentlsnon 
from  QeorpA,  [Mr.  Hillter.]  There  was  a  mo- 
tion submitted  to  strike  out  the  day  at  which  the 
session  of  Congress  should  commence.  Then 
another  gentleman  moved  to  amend  the  prior  port 
of  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  provision  as  to  when  the 
act  should  take  effect.  The  previous  qusstion  wss 
called,  and  aualoined.  The  question  was  then 
token  upon  theomendmenl  first  offered,  and  which 
was  to  come  in  at  the  latter  part  of  the  bill.  Then 
the  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  last 
offered,  and  which  was  to  come  in  at  the  first  port 
of  the  bill. 

Here  the  SrSAiiR  resumed  the  ohair. 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Letcher]  first  submitted  bis 
amendment,  as  it  was  to  come  in  at  titt  first  or 
second  proposition  in  the  resolution,  the  Chair 
did  indicate  to  him,  at  that  moment,  and  for  that 
reason,  that  be  would  entertain  it.  The  Choir 
oAerwards  corrected  it,  and  said — no  doubt,  cor- 
rectly— that  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemaii 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Seward,]  having  been  first 
made,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  not  in  order  until  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  theCboir  decideanow 
that  the  previous  question  cuts  off  my  amcndmem? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  cuu  off  all  amendmenia. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  I  move  to  reconsider 
Uie  vote  by  which  the  mom  question  was  ordered, 
thot  we  may  get  bock  to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  upon  the  tabls. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  How  did  the  geDtlcman  get 
the  floor  to  make  that  motion?    [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  No  doubt  the  gentleman  has 
the  right  to  the  floor,  because  nobody  con  make  a 
speech,  and 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Not  upon  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Kerr]  moves  to  lay  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  upon  the  table. 
Neither  motion  is  debatable,  and  therefore  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  in  order  in 
making  his  motion. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  was  upon  the  floor,  and 
made  the  motion  to  recooaider. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  the  gentleman  could  not 
retain  the  floor,  because  he  had  no  right  to  debate 
hia  motion. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  No  right  to  dsbaUa  motion 
to  reconsider? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  demand  for  the  previous 
question  is  not  debatable.  The  question  of  recon- 
sidering the  main  question  is  not  debatable;  and 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  in  order 
in  moving  to  lay  the  motion  of  the  gendsmsn  from 
Virginia  upon  tne  table. 

Mr.  LECHER.  I  have  no  desire  to  delay 
the  action  of  the  House,  or  to  embarrasa  the 
House  in  any  way.  I  offered  the  amendment  in 
good  foith,  and  desirs  to  have  a  vote  upon  it.  I 
hope  the  Chair  will  have  my  amendment  read  for 
the  information  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  slate  lbs 
proposition  correctly.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Seward]  submitted  the  amend- 
ment which  has  already  passed.    AAerwarda  the 
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grntleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Letcher]  sub- 
mitted hia  amendment,  which  was  to  come  in  at 
an  earlier  pa  rtofthe  resolution, and,  at  the  moment, 
the  Chair  said  he  would  entertain  it.  Very  soon 
thereafter,  however,  the  Chair  stated  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georeia  was 
first  in  order,  and,  until  it  was  disposed  of,  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
not  in  order. 

Since  that  time  the  Chair  understands  that  the 
House  has  ordered  the  main  <|ueation  to  be  now 
put.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  moves  to  re- 
consider the  ordering  of  the  mam  question  by  the 
House.  That  is  the  proposition  under  consider- 
ation. The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
moves  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.LETCHGR.  I  have  asked  that  my  amwid- 
ment  may  be  read  to  the  House,  in  order  that 
members  may  know  what  it  is. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  it  is  not  objected  to,  it 
will  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.     I  object. 

The  question  then  being  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  it  was 
put;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayej  eighty- 
eight,  noes  not  counted. 

The  queation  was  then  upon  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  as  amended. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  demand  the  yeaa  and 
nays. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  I  movs  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion 
I  demand  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  DAVia'a  mo- 
tion; and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeaa  47, 
nays  107;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menn.  AbercromUr.Thoroaa  H.  Bayly,  Barka- 
dale,  Barry,  Birnlon,  Bocock,  Bityce,  Caakie,  Cbnrchwell, 
Clinsmnn,  Cnhb,  Colquitt,  Jobn  O.  Davia,  Bitily,  Edmund- 
son,  Elliiton,  Ewing,  Faulkner,  Hamilton,  Aaron  Harlan, 
Sampaon  VV.  Harria,  Haatfii|«,  Hendricka,  H«no,  Hillyer, 
BouaioD,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Oeonte  W.  Jonaa,  Kldwcll, 
Letcher,  Smith  Viller.Millaon,  Murray,  Orr,  BIsbop  Par- 
kina,  Phelpa,  Puiyear  David  Ritchie,  Ruffln,  Shaw,  Single- 
ton, Bkelton,  Orrrit  SmiUl,  WiUlaoi  Smith,  David  Stuart, 
Tracy,  and  Trout — 47. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Aiken,  Jamea  C.  Allen,  WiUla  Allen, 
Appleton,  David  J  Bnlley,  Bunks,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bensnn, 
Bliaa,  Brooka,  Bugg,  Uuin|>bell,  C'arpcnier,  Caruthera, 
Chamhertain,  Chandler,  Cha^taiii,  Clinsirtan,  Clark,  Cur- 
wln,  Croeker.  ("iillmn,  Thomas  bavin,  Dk  Wilt,  Dick, 
Dickiaaou,  Dcwdill.  Eaoimaii,  F.dinandu,  Thomasi  D.  Eliot, 
John  M.  £l]i"U.  Ktheridiie,  Farley,  F'enton,  Florence, 
Giddinga,  Gouilrlch,  Gref^nwnod,  Harrison,  Hill,  Howe, 
Bughea,Hunt,  Johnson,  Uoland  Jones,  KeitI,  Kerr,  Knox, 
Lamb,  Laibain,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Lindsley,  McCullnch,  Mc- 
Mullin,  Mace,  iMacy,  Malteson,  Maxwell,  May,  Mayail' 
Middleawarth,  Morgan,  IVtehf)U,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver, 
Mordecal  Oliver,  Parker,  Peek,  Pennington,  Powell,  Pratt, 
Preaton,  Pringle,  Ueady,  Reese,  Kiddle,  Thontas  Kitehey, 
Rtlaaell,  tVabib,  ^app,  Seward,  Shower,  Samuel  A.  Sinilh, 
Geone  W.  Suiyiti,  Frederick  P.  Sirinion.  Richard  II.  Stan- 
ton, Heator  L.  Steven...  Straub,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L. 
Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Thuraton,  Tweed,  Upham, 
Vanaant,  Walker,  Walley,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Wella, 
Tappan  Wentwortb,  Weslkrook,  Wheeler,  Wine:  and 
Bendrick  B.  Wright— 107. 

So  the  House  reftued  tolaythe  molution  upon 
the  table. 

[Mr.  DB  WiTT,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  a  bill 
and  joint  resolution  of  the  following  titles;  which 
were  signed  by  the  Speakers 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  TtgiaUn  to 
vessels  owned  by  the  Accessory  Transit  Com- 
pany; and 

A  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  acceptance,  by  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury,  of 
the  Navy,  of  a  gold  medal  from  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Sweden.] 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HILLYER.    I  cannot. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  paaaage  of 
the  resolution,  upon  which  the  yeas  anil  naya  had 
been  demanded. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  (question  was  then  taiken;  and  the  resolution 
was  passed . 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  move  to  rtconaider  the 
Tote  by  which  .the  resolution  was  passed;  and 
that  that  motion  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


MBSSAGB  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
the  hands  of  A>bury  Dickins,  E.^q.,  its  Secretary, 
notifying  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles: 

S.  B.  No.  404.  An  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
a  register  to  the  brig  Amelia,  by  the  name  of  Abby 
Frances;  and 

S.  B.  No.  357.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Urban 
Stoll. 

CORRECTION  or  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  for  leave  to  have  the  record 
corrected  with  regard  to  my  vote.  The  other 
day,  when  the  bill  on  the  subject  of  postage 
was  under  consideration,  I  voted  against  laying 
the  first  four  sections  upon  the  table.  At  that 
moment  i  was  called  from  my  seat  by  a  gentle- 
man who  desired  to  communicate  with  me.  On 
ihy  return  the  yeas  and  nays  were  being  called. 
The  question  I  presumed  was  on  the  fifth  section 
of  the  bill.  1  voted,  as  I  understood,  againat  lay- 
ing that  section  upon  the  table.  By  examination 
of  the  record,  however,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
ouestion  waa  on  the  bill  originally  introduced  by 
tiie  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads.  1  desired  to  vote  to  lay  that  bill 
upon  the  table,  because  I  was  opposed  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  present  rate  of  postage.  I  ask  that 
the  Journal  may  be  corrected. 

There  wtis  no  objection;  and  the  correction  was 
luxordingly  ordered  to  be  made. 

MART  P.  FRANCISCO. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EDMUNDSON,  it  was 

Ordtnd,  That  the  petition  and  papera  nr  Mary  P.  Pran- 
ciacu  be  wltlidrawn  frnni  the  filea  of  the  Houae,  Tor  refer- 
ance  to  the  Penaiun  Offlce. 

CHANGE  OF  REFERENCE. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  I  ask  unanimous 
jonsent  for  leave  to  change  the  reference  of  two 
bills  now  before  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object;  and  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  INOBRSOLL.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 

TheSPBAKER.  There  can  be  no  higher  priv- 
ileged motion  than  that  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  wish  to  make  a  correc- 
tion of  the  Journal,  and  hope  that  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion  to  adjourn,  so  that  I 
may  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  insiat  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

)  iThe  SPEAKER.  The  queation  arises  whether 
or  not  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  not  the 
right  to  submit  his  motion,  at  least,  this  being  the 
only  day  during  which  he  can  do  so;  but  not  to 
interrupt  the  House  in  its  disposition  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  LBTCHER.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

CORRECTION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  find  myself  recorded  as 
voting  against  laying  upon  the  table  the  bill  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OiGce  and 
Post  Roads.  I  intended  to  vote,  and  I  believe  that 
I  did  vote,  in  favor  of  laying  it  upon  the  table.  I 
wish  to  have  the  Journal  corrected. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  can  only 
effect  hia  object  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  hope  the  House  will 
grant  it  to  me. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  correction  waa 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  made. 

Mr.  LECHER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  the 
House  adjourned  (at  four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  till  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 

TtiBtDAT,  June  90, 1854. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  WADB  presented  a  memorial  of  inbabit- 
anla  of  Ohio  City,  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  of 
the  present  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  anil 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  ofTboraas 
W.  Mather,  of  New  York,  and  William  R. 


Glover,  of  Kentucky,  merchanta  trading  in  Mex- 
ico, praying  indemnity  for  property  forcibly  seizeil 
by  officials  of  that  Republic;  which  was  referred 
to  flie  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
S.  Pendleton,  praying  compensation  for  services 
on  a  special  mission  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the 
Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay,  in  1852  and  1853, 
under  instructions  receiv^  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  corporation  of  George- 
town, to  represent  its  interests  before  Congress, 
praying  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  Poto- 
mac river  at  the  point  known  as  "  The  Three 
Sisters,"  according  to  the  plan  of  Charles  Bllet; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Also,  twenty-three  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  District  of  Colum- 
bia, aniT  counties  of  Alexandria,  Loudon,  and 
Fairfax,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  nver,  on  a 
site  near  Georgetown,  known  as  "  The  Sister 
Islands;"  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DIXON  preeented  a  memorial  adopted  at 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, praying  a  reduction  of  the  present  rales  of 
ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  1  have  had  placed  in  my 
hands  the  petition  of  the  Friends  Aid  Society  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  They  slate 
that  their  object  is  to  establish  Sanday  schools  in 
^is  District,  which  has  been  partially  done;  anil 
that  they  desire  to  establish  free  day-schools 
within  the  limits  of  Ae  District.  They  stale  that 
they  do  this  with  the  concurrence  of  every  denom- 
ination, there  being  nothing  sectarian  at  all  con- 
nected with  it.  They  say  tney  also  wish  to  estab- 
lish an  aaylum,  providing  employment  for  the  idle 
and  instruction  tor  the  ignorant;  and  a  honse  for 
the  protection  of  females  who  tleaerve  the  inter- 
ference and  support  of  the  better  portion  of  crea- 
tion, in  order  to  rescue  them  from  certain  habits 
calculated  to  bring  evil  upon  society,  I  present 
the  petition,  and  ask  that  it  ba  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  hope 
that  committee  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and 
if  possible  make  a  report  which  will  carry  out 
these  worthy  purposes. 

The  petition  waa  so  referred. 

Mr.THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Edward  D.  Tippett,  praying  that  an 
appropriation  may  be  made  to  enable  him  to  test ' 
the  cold  water  safety  steam  engine,  of  which  he  ia 
the  inventor;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  the  proceedings  of 
the  fourth  annivereary  of  the  White  River  Arkan- 
sas Baptist  Convention,  held  in  Izard  county, 
Arkansas,  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  securing  to  American  citizens  in  foreign  coun- 
tries the  same  degree  of  religious  liberty  that  is 
enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  those  countries  emi- 
gfating  to  the  United  States;  which  were  orderetl 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  SEBASTIAN  to  print  the 
above  proceedings,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

HOOSAC  TUNNEL' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  Preaident,  I  present  the 
memorial  of  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad 
Company,  acorporotion  of  Massachusetts,  which 
represents  that  they  are  enei^jed  in  the  enterprise 
of  tunneling  the  Hoosac  Mountain,  on  the  air 
line  between  Troy  and  Boston,  and  on  the  moat 
direct  route  between  the  great  West,  New  Eng- 
laiid,  the  British  Provinces,  and  Europe;  that  this 
tunnel  will  advance  the  value  of  the  public  lands 
by  rendering  them  more  accessible,  their  occu- 
pants more  prosperous,  and  their  productions 
more  valuable;  that  it  will  strengthen  the  bonds 
which  hold  the  Union  together,  and  will  aecure 
the  speedy  transmission  of  the  public  mails,  will 
facilitate  the  quick  transmission  of  fresh  fish  from 
the  sea-coast  to  the  interior,  promote  intercourse, 
stimulate  commerce,  and  contribute  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  country.  They  further  represent 
that  this  is  not  merely  a  State  work,  for  it  lies 
near  the  jimction  of  three  States,  MassoehusettSi 
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▼ermont,  and  New  York,  and  will  facilitate  the 
commerce  not  only  of  New  England,  but  of  New 
York,  Canada,  PennaylTania,  and  the  Weat. 
They  conclude,  Mr.  Preaident,  by  askine  Con- 
gren  to  grant  to  them,  or  to  the  State  of  Maasa- 
chuaet(a,in  aid  of  the  tunnel,  one  million  aerea  of 
public  land,  or  ita  equivalent  in  land  acrip,  upon 
■uch  terms  aa  shall  seem  to  Congreaa  jnat  and 
proper.  For  preocdenta  in  thia  matter  they  refer 
to  the  liberal  eranta  made  by  Congress  for  the 
canal  around  the  falla  of  the  Ohio;  fair  the  canal 
at  the  Sault  Saint  Mary;  for  remonne  impedi 
menta  in  the  Ohio,  Wiaconsin,  and  Miasiasippi 
iiTera;  for  the  Arooetook  and  National  roads;  for 
artificial  harbors  and  breakwaters,  both  on  the 
lakea  and  the  sea-board.  I  ask  the  reference  of  thia 
memorial  with  the^  accompanying  paper*,  to  the 
Committee  oh  Public  Landa;and1  b^  leave  espe- 
cially to  commend  it  to  them,  aa  entitled  to  their 
beat  attention,  from  the  eminent  worth  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  whom  it  oomee,  and  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  enterpriae  in  which  they  are  inter- 
ested —an  enterpriae  which ,  in  its  very  conception, 
reflerts  credit  upon  our  age,  and  which,  if  accom- 
plished, will  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  aohieve- 
meiits  of  science. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COHMITTEIiS. 

Mr.  WALKEK,from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
Itttionnry  Claime,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Moren  Moore,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
difference  between  the  pensions  paid  his  father 
and  mother,  and  that  to  which  they  were  entitled, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  iu  further  consniera- 
tion ,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Peneinns;  which  was  agreed  to. 

IIealeo,from  the  same  oonmittee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Rebecca  P.  Slanabory 
and  others,  children  of  Thomae  Peters,  deceased, 
praying  to  be  allowed  an  amount  of  money  equal 
to  tne  pension  their  fatherand  mother  would  have 
lieen  entitled  to  for  the  aerrices  of  the  former  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  aaked  to  be  diechargM 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  aa  to  the  fulfillment,  on  the 
|iart  of  the  Government,  of  the  stip«lations  of  a 
treaty  made  with  the  Pottawatomies  on  the  S6th 
of  October,  1832,  aaked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  fol- 
lowing bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
reported  them  back  without  amendment: 

Bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  tract  of  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Minqeeota,  belonging  to  the 
half  breeds,  or  mixed  bloods  of  the  Dacotah  or 
Sioux  nation  of  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and 

Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  settle 
and  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  Rogue  River  Indian 
war. 

Mr.  JAMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and.  the  Patent  Office,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
aeveral  acts  now  in  force  relating  to  the  Patent 
Ofttre;  which  waa  read,  and  passed  to  a  aecond 
reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  of  Stephen  Morrell,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  pay  the  heirs 
of  Stephen  Morrell,  deceased,  the  amoantdue 
their  father  for  a  pension;  which  was  read,  and 
paaaed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BROOHBAD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Lewis,  of  Clinton  county,  Indiana,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  coneideration, and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  or  A  BILL. 

Mr.  SEWARD  gave  notice  of  his  inUntion  to 
ask  leav*  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate  navigation 
to  the  coHSi  or  Africa,  in  vessels  owned  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  in  certain  caaea. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  NAVr. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move  that  the  bill  for  the 
improvement  of  the  naval  service,  which  was  yes- 
terday ordered  to  its  third  reading,  be  now  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  la  that  bill  now  open  to 
amendment? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  u  not.  It  haa  been 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Then  I  must  submit  a  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  I  think 
the  bill  requirea  aome  amendment.  I  think  it 
requirea  amendment  in  various  particulara.  It 
cteatea  an  additional  bureau.  I  see  no  necessity  for 
tluit.  1  am  opposed  to  this  provision.  Besides, 
the  bill  virtually  gives  the  appointment  of  officers 
of  the  Navy  to  members  of  Congress,  and  I  doubt 
whether  we  have  any  right  to  do  that.  I  know 
some  such  provision  crept  into  one  of  the  appro- 
priation bills  last  year,  iHit  it  was  the  first  of  the 
kind,  and  1  believe  it  was  improper.  1  think  we 
should  retrace  our  steps  in  that  record. 

Nor  is  that  ths  only  particular  m  which  the  bill 
may  need  amendment.  It  certainly  requires  expla- 
nation tomymind.  Itproposestworetiredl ists — 
one  to  receive  one  grade  of  pay,  and  the  other  an- 
other— one  to  wear  the  naval  button,  the  other  to 
be  refused  that  privilege.  If  1  understand  it,  upon 
one  of  them  a  aort  of  siigma  is  to  be  caat,  and  that 
is  to  be  done  at  the  mere  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
ol  the  Navy.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  the  propriety  of 
one  list,  and  it  may  be  that  when  I  hear  the  ex- 
planation I  aball  feel  the  force  of  the  proposition 
to  Itave  two;  but  from  all  1  have  aa  yet  heard  I 
am  not  satisfied  that  this  distinction  and  discrim- 
ination ahould  be  made.  I  think  there  is  danger 
tliat  injustice  may  be  done  by  it.  Suffering  may 
be  occasioned,  and  for  that  reason  I  am  disposed, 
unless  I  can  hsar  aome  good  reaaon  for  it,  to 
reduce  the  two  lists  to  one.  I  therefore  move  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrosasd. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  am  very  glad  that  my  friend 
from  Virginia  baa  made  these  remarka,  because 
they  render  the  explanation  which  I  was  prepared 
to  give,  more  pertinent  and  proper;  and  I  ahould 
dialike  to  aee  the  bill  paaa  without  securing  for 
itself,  not  only  his  approbation,  but  that  of  c««ry 
member  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  comes  before  this  body  at  so  late  • 
period  of  the  session  that  it  ia  incumbent  on  the 
committee  to  explain  the  aelay,  and  to  ahow  that 
it  hu  not  been  unmindful  of  the  important  duties 
devolved  upon  it.  Atan  early  day  of  ihcsession, 
aa  early  as  Februeury  laat,  it  bad  a  conference 
with  the  corresponding  committee  of  the  Houee, 
and  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  result 
of  that  conference  was  an  agreement  upon  certain 
important  principlea,  and  upon  many  details  of  a 
thorough  naval  organization.  The  Senate  had, 
at  its  previous  session,  passed  a  bill  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Navy,  which  had  gone  to  the  Houee 
and  was  there  loet.  Expediency,  therefore,  seemed 
,to  dictate,  that  on  this  occasion,  the  bill  should 
emanate  from  the  House;  and  theableand  accom- 
pliehed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiura  there  [Mr.  Bocock]  undertook  to  bring  it 
forward.  Circumsiancss,  however,  which  I  am 
not  able  to  explain,  but  which  arose,  perhaps,  as 
much  under  the  rules  of  the   House  as  from  the 

firessing  character  of  the  business  which  has  so 
ong  and  earnestly  engrossed  its  attention,  have 
deferred  the  intrtrauction  of  that  bill  until  within 
a  day  or  two;  and  aa  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to 
get  a  copy  of  it. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  committtee, 
unwilling  to  permit  the  session  to  close  without 
an  attempt  to  obtain  aome  legislative  action  whire 
so  much  is  manifestly  neceesary,  haa  deemed  it 
proper  to  bring  forward  this  brief  bill,  embrtusing 
a  few  provisions,  and' such  only  as  are  deemed  of 
special  moment  to  the  service.  They  have  been 
prepared  under  the  eye  and  with  the  aid  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  general  concur- 
rence in  them  1  feel  at  liberty  to  state.  They  by 
no  means  embrace  all  which  the  service  requires; 
but  I  am  convinced  that  much  improvement  must 
be  the  work  of  lime  and  detail.  Among  other 
features  wfiich  the  comntittees  of  both  Houses 
regarded  as  eBsential,  was  that  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  relative  rank  of  the  several  grades  of 
the  aervke.    The  committee  of  the  House  is  in 


poaseaaion  of  its  details,  and  1  trust  they  will  be 
engrafled  upon  this  bill,  believing  as  I  do,  that  they 
are  generally  acceptable,  and  that  they  will  have 
a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  intercourse,  and 
consequently,  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  whole 
corps.  It  seems  to  be  no  lees  expedient  than  just, 
that  the  rigfata  and  privileges,  no  leas  than  the 
duties,  uf  every  officer  should  be  clearly  defined. 
Though  many  important  additions  might  be 
made  to  this  bill,  the  committee  did  not  aupposc 
that  it  contained  a  single  provision  liable  to  seri- 
ous objection.  It  aims  only  at  the  improvement  of 
thejienonnel  of  the  service;  and  depend  upon  it,  sir, 
(hat  if  the  preaentstoteof  things  ispermitted  locon- 
tinue^while  the  naval  Powers  of^  the  Old  World 
are  atraining  every  nerve  to  attain  the  highest  alata 
of  naval  efficiency — we  may  build  and  equip  the 
finift  ahips  that  float,  but  the  lime  will  come  when 
their  gune  will  but  serve  to  salute  the  triaoapba  of 
their  adveraaries.  Sir,  I  will  not  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Senate  with  remarks  of  my  own  upon  the 
policy  and  national  importance  of  sustaining  and 
foatering  this  great  branch  of  the  public  service; 
but  it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  recur  to  the 
counaela  which  the  fathers  of  the  Republic  have 
solemnly  and  impressively  left  us,  under  circum- 
stancee  which  ^ive  them  peculiar  interest.  Wash- 
ington, in  his  eighth  annual  meseage,  inrefecsaes 
to  the  Navy,  aays: 

"  To  so  active  exierasi  cootnerec,  die  protedkin  of  * 
naval  force  !•  Indiipenttble.  This  U  manifest  witk  nfit 
to  wan  in  whicb  a  Suieiticirts  a  parly.  But,  lieaMloitM, 
it  li  la  oar  ewn  experience  that  th»  moat  sincere  aeoneliiy 
ii  not  a  •ulBcient  (uard  araiaat  the  depnutenoiw  of  uaiwat 
at  war.  n  uatrerttfta  to  a  neutral /hfrt^uimumfl 
force,  or^nisM  and  ready  to  vindicate  itffim  iueeM  wkd 
af  mn<&.  Ttaii  majr  prevent  even  Ibe  nuimsiy  ef  |«H 
to  war,  by  dtMounging  telllgerantpowerafiom  camauaiif 
such  violaUon*  of  ihe  ri)|hu  of  the  neutral  party  w  any 
flnt  or  luit  leave  no  otiKr  optioo.  The**  eoneidcrallaaa 
invite  the  UnitMl  Slatsa  to  look  to  meaiw,  and  to  *a  abosi 
the  nadual  inereaie  of  a  Navy.  Will  it  not,  then,  be  ad- 
viuble  to  be^u,  without  delay,  to  provide  aad  lay  ep  Ibe 
maierialB  for  the  buUdinf  sod  equippinx  of  ship«-of-w, 
I  aad  to  proceed  in  the  work  by  degree*,  In  proportion  as  our 
rea^urce*  aball  reader  itpracUcalMe  without  iacoavenl^aee, 
ao  that  a  future  war  of  Europe  maj  not  ftod  our  cooineree 
In  Ihe  same  uaforunats  alate  io  which  it  ma  SxttiA  by  Hw 
pneent?" 

General  Jackson,  in  his  memorable  farewell 
address,  speaking  upon  the  aame  subject,  saya: 

■■  But  no  nation,  however  deairona  of  paace,  eaa  hope 
to  eacape  colHsiona  with  other  Fowera;  ajid  the  amuideal 
dictate*  of  policy  require  that  we  ahould  place  onnHns 
in  a  condiiioa  to  aaaert  uur  ri|ba,  if  a  resort  to  fan* 
ahnald  ever  become  accessary.  Oar  local  eimatlaa,o«r 
loof  line  of  aea-eoaat,  indented  by  aomerons  bays,  wiik 
deep  rivera  opening  Into  the  interior,  as  well  a*  out  ex- 
tended and  Btill  incressing  commerce,  point  to  the  Hevy  aa 
our  natural  means  of  defense.  It  will,  tnibeead,  belband 
to  be  the  cheapeat  and  most  elTecnnl;  and  now  ta  ifee  tee. 
In  the  season  of  peace,  and  with  an  overflowing  revenae, 
that  we  can,  year  after  year,  add  to  its  sireBgili,  widMoi 
increasing  the  burdens  of  the  people.  It  is  yonr  true  poHey. 
For  your  Navy  will  not  only  protect  yoar  rich  and  flooiia- 
ing  commerce  in  distant  seas,  but  enable  you  to  teach  and 
annoy  Ihe  enemy,  and  will  give  !•■  defenae  ita  oreaieat  eA- 
clenry  by  meeting  danger  at  a  dialance  (kom  home.  It  is 
impossible,  by  any  line  of  fbitrfleationa,  to  gaard  evny 
point  ftoro  atiaeli  againat  a  hoalile  force  advancing  (nm 
Ihe  ocean  and  actleciing  Its  object,  but  ifaey  are  indiaprssa 
ble  to  protect  cities  from  bombardment;  dockyards  i 
navy  araenala  from  deatnicUon;  to  give  shelter  to  a» 
veaaela  in  time  of  war,  and  to  single  shipa  or  ' 
aqnadrona  whan  preaaed  by  aoperlov  force." 

Such,  sir,  were  ths  views  of  tbeae  Slnatnoas 
-men ;  and  let  ua  see  how  the  actual  conditioa  of 
our  naval  service  accords  with  them. 

Naval  strength,  (or  weakoeaa,)  from  the  char- 
acter and  deaign  of  the  aervice,  ia  altogether  rela- 
tive, and  must  ever  be  measured  by  (hat  of  ita 
probable  adveraaries;  iind  in  determining  what  the 
condition  and  strength  of  our  serviea  aoooM  be, 
we  have  first  to  ascartaifi  those  of  tba  only  naval 
Powers  whose  ability  to' contend  with  as  npoDibe 
sea  is  unquestioned. 

Perhaps  the  following  comparative  view  may 
beat  illustrate  the  relative  force  of  our  Navy  io 
1846,  (aee  Sen.  Doc.  187,  SOth  Con^.,  Let  seas.,) 
before  the  three  great  Powers  of  Europe  had  pot 
in  commission  many  of  their  shipa,  which  bavs 
since  been  sent  to  sea: 
Omt  Britain,  for  every  100,000  was  of  commerce,  tad 

afloat  and  eAeieal MBnaa. 

France  had \fiS3    » 

Russia. 3,466     " 

And  the  United  States  bad  but VJ     •' 

The  British  Navy  haa  at  no  period  been  so  for- 
midable aa  at  this  moment,  as  will  appear  from  a 
fiance  at  Steeds  list  of  the  Royal  Navy  for  1S53. 
t  is  slated  at  545  effective  ahipa,  mounting' 13,754 
guna,  many  of  thsm  of  the  heaviest  chaneiar. 
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The  list  of  tertw  steamers  gives:  2  of  120  guns; 
1  of  101  guns;  5  of  90  guns;  2  of  80  guns;  8  of  50 
to  70  guns;  6  of  21  to  40  guns. 

The  screw  iteatners  in  course  of  completion 
vere:  3  of  100  to  120  guns;  6  of  90  guns;  3  of  80 
guns;  1  of  50  guns. 

The  application  of  the  screw  to  the  ordinary 
ship  of  the  line,  giving  her  lui  auxiliary  speed  of 
from  four  to  seven  knots,  is  the  salient  improve- 
■aent  where  the  British  have  excelled  the  French. 
Even  while  we  are  writing,  we  learn  that  the 
Creasy,  a  ninety-gun  ship  of  the  Baltic  fleet,  was 
driven  from  her  moorings,  and  only  saved  from 
going  ashore  on  the  Swedish  coast  by  her  aorew. 

Some  idea  of  the  formidable  character  of  the 
British  Navy  may  be  obtained  by  a  glance  at  the 
followine  <bree,  which  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the 
11th  of  April  last,  and  which  constitutes  only  the 
first  division  of  the  Baltic  fleet: 

(casw  Lim-or-SATTU  emr*. 
Skimt.  Gum.  Jfm.  B.  P. 

TbeDukaofWemaftoo 131    1100   7B0 

The  Boyal  Oeorse ISO     990   400 

The  8t.  Jean  d'Acre 101     900    600 

TbePrincenKoyal 91      8S0    400 

TheCrmjr 80     750    400 

The  EdiDburfb 60     600    4S0 

The  BlKDbsini 60     600    4S0 

TbeHofue 60      600    4$0 

TbeAju S8     60U    490 

Thelmp«ri«ue SI      530    360 

TheEuryalus 51      530    400 

TheArromnt 47     450    360 

ThaAmpliioa 34     390    SOU 

TbeDauntles*. 33     390   SSO 

rxDDLi-wasBi. 

Tbe  Leopard IS     300   SSO 

Tb<iDn«on 6     900    560 

TbeValorou 16     390    400 

Total:  17  ■hips— 1,017  (uim— 0,670  men— 7,S70  hone- 
power. 

I  will  not  institute  a  comparison  between  our 
naval  forci  and  those  of  toe  maritime  Powers 
of  Europe.  I^  design  only  to  state  enough  to 
■how  that  tbe  subject  is  fruitful  in  suggestions  of 
the  gravest  national  consequence.  It  is  not  our 
interest,  it  has  never  been  our  policy  to  maintain 
•a  expensive  naval  establishment;  but  I  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  this  body,  whether  the 
condition  of  tbe  Navy,  a§  disclosed  by  the  Secre- 
tary's  late  report,  is  adequate  to  the  wants,  or  con- 
■iatent  with  the bonorancrcharacter,ofthccountry. 
But,  sir,  in  rising  upon  ihia  occasion  to  speak  (or 
the  Navy,  I  designed  not  to  refer  at  any  length  to 
its  ships,  its  ordnance,  or  any  of  its  material;  for 
legislation  upon  these  points  is  not  contemplated 
by  the  bill;  but  1  came  here  to  speak  of  its  soul, 
its  spirit,  by  which  the  service  moves  and  has  its 
being;  and  for  these — ^for  ths  men  who  sustain 
your  flpg,and  represent  your  spirit  upon  the  sea, 
who  hold  their  lives  in  their  hands  whsnever  her 
interests  or  the  honor  of  their  country  demand 
their  sacrifice:  who,  ttom  Decatur,  Somers, 
Wadsworth,  and  Israel,  to  Stewart,  Stockton, 
Morris,  and  Ingraham,  have  identified  themeelvea 
with  your  growth,  your  glory,  and  your  great- 
ness— for  these  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  do 
I  invoke  your  action. 

And,  sir,  disposed,  as  this  body  ever  is,  to  be  just, 
nay,  to  be  generous,  I  know  that  I  have  but  to 
dinet  your  attention  to  the  Navy,  to  secure  for  it 
your  cheering  and  sustaining  hand.  In  doing  so, 
then,  sir,  let  me  briefly  remind  yon  that,  though 
inaeparably  connected,  as  it  is,  with  national  char- 
acter, national  rights,  and  even  national  greatness, 
diaelosing,  aa  it  doss,  so  many  heroic  deeds  and 
memorable  examples  of  devotion  to  country,  it 
hea  received  less  attention  firom  the  fostering  legis- 
lation of  Congress  than  any  other  branch  of  the 
pablic  service. 

Lict  me  remind  you,  sit,  that  the  ^lant  spirits 
trbo  composed  our  Navy  at  the  beginning  of  the 

S resent  century,  curbed  the  barbarous  princes  of 
Forthem  Africa,  eompslled them  to  reapeetonrflag 
tmd  its  commerce,  anoliehed  the  tribute,  planted 
din  atars  and  stripes  for  the  first  time  upon  a  for- 
tress of  the  Old  World,  and  drew  from  the  then 
•xisting  Pope  the  declaration  that  infant  Ameri- 
ca had  done  mors  for  Christianity  in  one  year 
than  Europe  bad  done  in  a  century.   And  let  ow 
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remind  you,  too,  sir,  that  our  Navy,  feeble  in 
ships,  arms,  and  men;  feeble  as  it  was  in  every 
thing  but  character,  courage,  discipline,  and  devo- 
tion, was  ths  first  that  ever  dispelled  the  charm  of 
British  invincibility  upon  ths  ssa,  and  taught  their 
country  the  fact — a  fact  whoae  moral  power  trans- 
cends all  armies  and  navies — that  in  an  equal  con- 
test with  any  psople  upon  earth  the  honor  of  our 
flag  might  safely  be  intrusted  to  the  Navy. 

Sir,  in  one  hour  after  his  official  notice  of  the 
declaration  of  the  war  of  the  18th  of  June,  1812, 
Commodore  Rodgers,  with  his  squadron  at  New 
York,  was  under  weigh.  With  his  own  hand  be 
fired  the  first  gun  of  the  war,  which,  ominous  of 
success,  struck  theenemy ,  and  the  triumphs  which 
followed  in  quick  succession  not  only  cheered  and 
animated  our  own  people,  and  awakened  a  public 
spirit  of  confidence  and  enthusiasm  hitherto  un- 
known, bat  did  more  to  elevate  our  character 
abroad  and  enforce  respect  to  our  just  pretensione 
than  we  can  now  readily  understand.  No  single 
combat  on  land  or  sea  ever  produced  happier  re- 
sults to  a  joat  cause  than  did  the  action  between 
the  Constitution  and  Qberrier. 

Our  inability  to  cope  with  Britain  upon  the  sea 
had  been  resarded  as  an  axiom  that  it  was  folly  to 
question .  It  was  commonly  said  that  France  built 
and  equipped  ships  and  sent  them  to  sea  only  to 
fkll  into  the  hands  of  England, and  that  we  should 
profit  by  her  example;  and  hence  we  see  that  from 
tbe  reduction  of  the  Navy  in  1801  to  the  war  of 
1812,  during  which  period  scarcely  a  day  passed 
without  some  insolent  violation  of  our  neutral 
rights,  not  a  single  frigate  was  added  to  our  Navy; 
and  it  is  questionable  whether  it  was  as  efficient 
as  it  had  been  in  the  Tripolitan  war. 

It  seems  that  the  Administration  relied  but 
little  upon  it  in  the  contemplated  struggle  with 
Qreat  Britain;  fbr  when  war  was  deeured,  not 
only  were  our  few  ships  so  scattered  aa  to  be  un- 
able to  act  promptly  and  vigorously  against  the  ene- 
mies'  commerce  before  it  should  have  had  knowl- 
edge of  hoatilities,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  had  determined'to  dismantle  our  ships  and 
retain  them  in  port,  and  that  this  policy  was  only 
averted  by  the  interposition  and  earnest  arguments 
and  representations  of  two  naval  officers.*  Happy 
was  it  fbr  the  country,  sir,  that  this  policy  was 
averted;  for  had  our  snips — instead  of  that  bold 
and  dashing  career  upon  the  sea  which  won  the 
admiration  even  of  their  gallant  foes — been  igno- 
miniously  dismantled  and  moored  under  the  guns 
of  our  forts,  and  suflTered  to  rot  in  cowardly  in- 
action, the  moral  power  awakened  by  its  achieve- 
ments, and  the  vast  resources  of  our  country  as  a 
naval  power,  might  still  have  remained  unde- 
veloped. 

Sir,  some  of  ths  naval  man  who  figursd  in  your 
Tripolitan  war,  and  inJke  war  of  1812,alill  aidorn 
the  service,  linking  it  with  its  past  glories,  and 
their  own  deeds  and  renown;  men  who,  to  all 
that  forms  the  skillful,  bold,  and  finished  seamen, 
unite  rare  capacity  'and  judgement,  ripened,  but 
unimpaired  by  years;  men  upon  whose  acknowl- 
edged ability  and  courage  the  country  would  in- 
stantly call  in  any  naval  emergency. 

Sir,  such  men  make  themselves  the  property  of 
the  nation;  and  1  feel  that  in  my  place  here,  I  can 
speak  aa  justly  as  I  can  impartially  of  Stswart 
and  of  A^rris,  having  never  seen  the  one,  and 
having  bat  slight  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
other,  and  looking  at  our  public  records  alone. 
To  Stewart's  personal  and  earnest  intercession 
with  the  American  Cabinet  in  1812,  no  less  than 
to  his  brilliant  courage  and  matchless  coolness 
during  the  war — more  than  to  any  living  man^^o 
we,  in  my  judgment,  owe  the  character  which  the 
service  won;  and  whether  we  regard  Morris  in  a 
hand-to-hand  struggle  with  the  Tripolitan  gun- 
boats,or  as  one  of  the  forlorn  hope  so  gallantly  led 
by  Decatur,  and  the  first  to  reach  the  deck  of  the 
niiladelphia,  or  as  the  Executive  officer  of  the 
Constitution,  who,  in  her  memorable  action  with 
ths  Ouerrier, lasheid  the  enemy's  ship  to  his  own, 
ws  cannot  but  regard  him  as  a  man  whost  rare 
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merit  has  enabled  him  to  carve  out  of  every  re- 
sponsibility devolved  upon  him,  an  honor  for  his 
country,  and  a  leaf  upon  her  records  for  his  own 
fame.  And  who  does  not  see  with  pleasure  these 
men  still  maintaining  their  p|aces  at  the  head  of 
their  profeesion,  performing  its  active  duties  with 
worm  hearts,  Esaloua  indastry,  and  unclouded  in- 
tellects? 

In  this  brief  mention  of  these  gentlemen  I  trust 
it  is  unnecMsary  for  me  to  disclaim  any  invidious 
discrimination  against  others.  Ijcite  them  not 
exceptions  to,  but  rather  as  types  of,  those  gal- 
lant spiriu  who  freely  shed  their  blood  to  sustain 
the  honor  of  the  country  in  the  war  of  1812,  while 
thousands  of  their  countrymen,  in  security  at 
home,  were  denouncing  it. 

Sir,  we  cannot,  at  this  day,  review  the  declara- 
tion of  war  of  1812  without  regarding  it  as  one 
of  the  most  heroic  acts  of  any  age.  We  made  it 
against  greater  odds,  infinitely  greater  odds,  than 
opposed  Napoleon  when  Europe  was  arrayed  in 
arms  against  him;  when  our  foe  had  annihilated 
his  gigantic  navies;  when  Duncan  at  Camperdown; 
Howe  on- the  let  of  Jane,  1794;  Nelson  at  the 
Nile;  Cochran  in  Basque  Roads;  Parker  at  Copen- 
hagen, and  Nelson  again  at  Trafalgar,  had  filled 
the  world  with  Britain 'a  fame,  and  united  its  belief 
in  her  invincibility.  The  naval  flags  of  Europe 
were  at  her  feet;  she  emphatically  "ruled  the 
waves,"  and  her  post  captains  were  the  high  con- 
stables of  the  deep.  Against  such  a  foe,  and  in 
the  exultant  hour  of  her  unexampled  triumph, 
our  naval  men  sallied  out  upon  the  sea  to  strike 
for  its  freedom.  They  went  out,  as  Mr.  Rush 
has  expressed  it,  with  but  a  sling  in  their  hands . 
And  well  did  they  demean  themselves  in  the  un- 
equal struggle.  In  all  latitudes,  at  all  times  and 
places  thsy  sought  the  enemy.  Traversing  ths 
East  and  West  Indies,  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans,  and  even  the  British  chimnel,  they  not 
only  captured  or  destroyed  thousands  of  her  mer- 
chant tonnage,  but  some  of  her  ablest  captains  in 
her  finest  ships,  in  equal  combat,  lowered  to  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  the  untried  Republic  that  ban- 
ner which  Britain  proudly  boasted  had  braved 
unconquered,  for  a  thousand  years,  "ths  batlls 
and  the  breeze." 

It  is  difficult,  aa  I  bavs  said,  at  this  distant  day, 
to  comprehend  fully  the  bearing  of  such  a  naval 
career  upon  our  national  character.  While  our 
own  people,  with  one  universal  acclamation  hailed  it 
with  surprised  and  exultantgratitade,  Europe — that 
EwcBt  whoae  cause  we  were  alao  austaining,  and 
which  had  gazed  with  folded  arms  upon  the  une- 
qual conteet,  anticipating  our  destruction — yielded 
its  astonishment  and  admiration.  Even  Qreat 
Britain,  when  she  found  her  merchants  complain- 
ing of  the  countless  tons  of  shipping  destroyed 
or  captured  «r  her  insurancepolicies  commanding 
exorbitant  premiums,  her  West  India  trade  cut  up, 
her  whalemen  nearly  annihilated,  and  her  ships  of 
war  sunk  in  etiual  contest,  no  longsr  spoke,  through 
her  public  prints,  of  our  "  bocards  naUedU^ttlurfor 
ihipt,  mling  under  «  tit  ^  itr^d  bwttmg; "  but 
with  that  i)pble  instinct  which  ever  impels  the 
Britofi's  heart  to  do  justics  to  the  comrage  and 
conduct  of  a  gallant  foe  who  stands  squarely  up 
to  the  fight.  Me  too  confessed  and  admired  the  tnt* 
character  of  our  Navy,  finding  some  balm  for  her 
wounded  pride  in  the  declaration  that  if  she  had 
sustained  defeat,  it  took  her  own  children  to  ac- 
complish it. 

From  the  war  of  1812  to  the  present  moment, 
there  is  no  sea  on  the  globe  visited  by  our  com- 
merce, that  has  not  witnessed  the  eervices  ef  our 
naval  officers  in  the  protection  of  the  life  and  prop- 
erty of  our  people.  Educated  and  trained  for 
war,  still  their  noblest  conquests  are  achieved 
in  times  of  peace;  and  as  pacificators,  negotiators 
of  treaties,  and  protsctors  of  our  citizens  and  com- 
merce in  distant  seas,  ournaval  men  ore  constantly 
called  upon  to  perform  duties  ef  national  moment. 
Every  American  naval  officer  of  rank  who  has 
performed  his  due  routine  of  sea  service,  I  will 
undertake  to  say,  could  furnish  from  his  own  ex- 
perience, instances  of  the  kind  alluded  to,  many 
of  which  are  of  public  notoriety,  and  others  ace 
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only  known  to  the  6lea  of  the  Slate  or  Nary  De- 
partment. Commodore  McCauley,  at  Valparaiso; 
in  1851;  Commodore  Dowoa,  at  Ctualla  Baton; 
Commodore  Jones,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands; 
Commodore  Reid,  at  Canton,  in  1839,  when  the 
American  and  other  foreign  residents  were  bar- 
ricaded in  their  houses,  amidst  a  general  popular 
tumult,  and  all  intercourse  and  trade  with  the 
Chinese  were  suspended;  and  Commander  Olynn, 
at  Japan,  in  the  recovery  of  fifteen  American  sea- 
men from  long  and  painful  captiTitv — all  rendered 
imporlant  serTices,  which  were  acknowledged  by 
the  country  at  the  time.  And,  sir,  at  this  rery 
moment,  intelligence  is  reaching  us  that  another 
energetic  officer,  in  the  execution  of  a  most  im- 
porlant and  peaceful  mission,  has  impressed  our 
national  character  upon  the  rulers  of  Japan,  and 
opened  to  American  enterprise  a  trade  for  which 
the  Old  World  has  vainly  struggled  for  two  cen- 
turies. 

I  have  deemed  it  but  just  to  the  Navy  to  ad- 
vert, even  though  thus  briefly,  at  its  great  public 
services,  and  its  important  agency  in  creating  and 
maintaining  our  national  character.  But,  sir,  let 
me  here  state  what  mast  be  evident  to  all  who  will 
look  at  its  past  history,  that  not  only  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  character  and  tiprit  du  corps  of  the 
Mavy,  but  its  mere  existence  has  been  due,  not 
so  much  to  our  legislation  as  to  the  Navy  itself. 
Though  the  war  of  1812  was  declared  in  June, 
■o  little  confidence  had  Congress  in  the  ability  of 
the  Navy  to  sustain  itself,  that  nothing  of  moment 
was  done  for  it  throughoutt  he  year;  and  from 
that  day  to  the  present  hour  it  has  always  been 
found  necessary  for  naval  men  to  demonstrate, 
from  fact  to  fact,  its  ability  to  maintain  the  honor 
of  the  country,  and  to  apply  the  means  intrusted 
to  it  properly,  before  Congress  would  confide  to 
it  the  necessary  means 

Ready  as  we  have  been  to  legislate,  and  some- 
times to  legislate  unduly,  for  all  other  important 
public  interests,  the  Navy  seems  to  have  escaped 
our  attention;  and  the  consequence  is,  that,  with 
a  corps  of  officers  greater  in  number  and  eminently 
superior  in  mental  training  and  culture  to  those  of 
the  war  of  1812,  and  fully  equal  to  them  in  zeal- 
ous devotion  to  the  flag,  our  Navy  is  flir  less  effi- 
cient at  this  moment,  in  comparison  with  those  of 
Great  Britain  and  Prance,  than  it  was  to  the  Navy 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  that  war. 

In  raying  this,  I  do  not  refer  to  our  ships,  nor 
to  officers  or  men  as  individuals,  but  to  the  corps 
as  an  organization.  Our  ships,  our  ordnance,  and 
our  naval  officers,  as  individuals,  are  equal  to  any 
apon  earth;  but  Congress  has  failed  to  array  and 
organize  these  elements  in  the  most  judicious  and 
eflScient  manner.  I  will  now,  sir,  briefly  state 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  objects  which  they  are  designed  and 
expected  to  accomplish;  and  in  doing  so,  I  will 
frankly  say,  in  the  first  place,  that,  though  it  ra> 
duces  the  aggregate  number  of  officers  now  in  the 
grades  of  captains  and  commanders  by  seven,  the 
committee  does  not  deem  it  expedient  to  reduce 
the  higher  grades  beyond  this. 
~  Complaints,  based,  perhaps,  upon  a  pwlial 
knowlMge  of  the  Navy ,  are  frequently  made,  that 
a  certain  number  of  these  officers  is  always  to 
be  found  unemployed  on  shore;  and  it  is  contended 
that  this  number,  be  it  what  it  may,  is  super- 
fluous, and  should  be  dispensed  with.  In  reply 
to  this,  it  may  be  said  that  a  naval  «fficer  on  a 
three  years'  cruise,  not  only  does  duty  ntry  day 
and  nlirMoftliosc  three  years,  but  that  throughout 
this  period,  he  is  separated  from  his  country,  bis 
home  and  his  family;  and  that  it  is  not  only  just 
to  the  officer,  but  it  is  wise  and  just  for  the  coon- 
try,  that  at  the  termination  of  his  cruise,  he 
should  have  relaxation  from  duty.  A  military 
profession  which  implies  constant  absence  from 
country,  and  precludes  the  holiest  affections  which 
cluster  around  the  heart,  must  be  unworthy  the 
ambition  of  honorable  minds. 

The  true  interests  of  the  RepvhHe,  lookingalone 
•t  the  greatest  efficiency  of  theofficer,  require  that 
be  should,  in  common  with  her  citizens,  nourish 
the  ties  which  cling  aroun(J  the  family  altar,  and 
feel,  upon  whatever  distant  sea  or  service  he  may 
be,  that  his  home  and  his  aflTections  are  in  his  own 
loved  land,  and  that  like  a  fettered  prisoner,  how- 
ever far  he  roams,  he  can  but  drag  a  greater  length 
of  chain.  Teach  your  naval  officer,  sir,  that  ne 
cannot  wander  so  far  but  that  sympathizing  hearts 
nnd  watcbftil  eyes  are  tracing  his  track  upon  the 


deep;  teach  him  tliat  when  he  strikes,  not  only  the 
honor  of  his  flag  and  the  interests  of  his  country, 
but  the  welfare,  nay,  perhaps,  the  liberties,  of 
wife,  children,  and  friends  are  in  every  blow,  and 
you  will  have  done  all  that  human  wisdom  can 
do  to  render  him  invincible.  This  I  deem  suffi- 
cient in  refutation  of  a  position  which  would  re- 
sult, if  adopted,  in  reducing  the  naval  officer  to  the 
condition  of  a  wandering  Arab. 

The  first  section  creates  the  grade  of  flag  officer, 
and  limits  its  number  to  twenty.  The  propriety 
of  this  measure  is  apparent  to  every  Senator  who 
has  given  much  attention  to  the  intercourse  of  our 
naval  men  with  those  of  foreign  services;  and  who 
will  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  their  useful- 
ness must  always  be  more  or  less  modified  by 
their  ability  to  mingle  with  and  meet  them  upon 
equal  terms  in  all  official  intercourse.  Foreign 
services  have  several  grades,  higher  in  official  rank 
than  our  grade  of  captain,  each  of  which  has  its 
appropriate  flag,  designation,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges; and  although  an  American  captain,  in  com- 
mand of  a  squadron,  holds  a  poaition  equivalent 
to  that  of  a  British,  French,  Russian,  Dutch,  or 
Spanish  admiral — for  it  is  ths  highest  grade  known 
to  hii  service — still  it  is  ever  found  difficult,  and 
often  impossible,  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  such 
eqpaiity  in  those  paruculars,  which  a  military 
officer  IS  not  permitted  to  disregard;  and  painful 
embarrassments,  really  impairing  the  usefulness 
of  the  service,  have  been,'  and  must  continue  to 
be,  the  frequent  result. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  nautical  title  of 
commodore;  a  title  which  is  unrecognized  by  law, 
and  which  we  have  borrowed  from  the  British 
service,  where  it  is  applied  to  temporary  com- 
mands only,  and  never  signifies  more  than  a  cap- 
tain- temporarily  iu  command  of  more  than  his 
single  ship. 

The  designation  o(  JU^  tiffieer,  it  is  believed, 
will  obviate  all  uncertainly  and  embarrassment, 
and  convey  to  foreign  services  ths  idea  of  a  grade 
equivalent  to  the  highest  of  their  own. 

The  second  scetion  of  the  bill,  the  one  to 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  has 
adverted,  provides  forthe  appointment  of  midship- 
men. I  will  say  here,  Mr.  President,  in  expla- 
nation, that  in  1842,  if  I  remember  correctly,  mid- 
shipmen were  regularly  distributed  among  the 
congressional  districts  of  (he  United  States.  That 
is,  it  was  directed  that  they  should  be  taken  from 
each  district,  in  rotation,  as  justly  as  possible,  as 
appointees  to  the  Academy  might  be  wanted.  This 
went  on  for  sometime,  until  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  finding,  as  they  sup- 
posed, or  as  1  understood  they  supposed,  that 
Congress,  in  giving  the  appointmenu  of  midship- 
men to  the  districts,  designed  that  they  should  be 
made  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Representa- 
tive from  the  district,  lacked  on  to  an  appropria- 
tion bill,  a  provision  that  when  a  midshipman 
went  to  the  Academy,  he  should  go  there  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Representative  of  the 
district  only. 

I,  among  others,  disapproved  that  provision 
at  the  time.  I  did  not  beljeve  that  the  power  of 
appointment  to  the  Academy  could  rightfully  be 
taken  from  the  Executive.  I  do  not  believe  it 
now.  But  it  seems  that  a  large  majority  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  favors  this  slats  of 
things;  and  upon  reflection  I  have  considered  that, 
as  the  Representative  of  the  district  is  the  organ 
through  which  ils  people  may  best  make  their 
wishes  known,  we  have  a  chance,  perhaps,  of 
getting  a  better  class  of  youths  in  the  service  by 
permitting  the  Representatives  to  appoint  them 
than  we  should  have  if  the  appointment  were  in- 
trusted to  the  Executive  patronage  at  large.  It 
multiplies  watchfulness  and  ths  means  of  getting 
a  better  cadet  from  each  congressional  district; 
and,  sir,  the  rule  has  worked  sometimes  in  this 
way:  In  some  particular  district  the  son  of  indi- 
gent parents  displays  peculiar  precocity;  he  be- 
comes distinguished  by  studious  habits,  and  gives 
evidence  of  aptitude  for  sea  service.  A  generous 
community  comes  forward  and  unanimously  gives 
up  its  preference  for  others,  and  asks  the  ap- 
pointment for  that  youth  to  the  Naval  Academy, 
bnder  ordinary  circumstances  such  a  youth 
would  not  be  chosen.  He  would  have  scarcely  a 
chance  of  going  to  the  Academy  when  political 
interests  constitute  the  onl^  element  by  which  he 
could  approach  the  Executive  power.  Thus,  un- 
der the  working  of  this  claoae  in  the  appropria- 


tion bill,  i  have  no  doubt  the  Academy  is  much 
better  supplied  with^the  requisite  talent  than  it 
otherwise  would  be.  This  bill  proposes  an  amend- 
ment to  this  manner  of  appointment.  We  find 
that.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  Navy,  there 
are  too  many  midshipmen;  the  Academy  is  be- 
coming crowded,  and  in  a  short  time  they  will 
have  to  be  reduced  to  perhaps  half  their  preacat 
number. 

This  amendment  does  not,  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  sopposes,  confer  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  on  Congress,  but  it  gives  to  Senaton  a 
voice  in  the  selection  of  some  of  the  midabipmen 
from  their  respective  States.  It  reduces  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen  from  two  in  each  ooo- 
gresaional  district  to  one,  and  then  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  two  from  each  State,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  re- 
spectively. This  was  sappossd  by  the  coraminee 
to  introduce  a  just  modification  of  the  preaent  sys- 
tem of  appointment.  I  have  no  expectation  that 
the  House  will  ever  recede  from  its  poaitioa, 
though  1  trust  it  may  agree  to  this  modifeatioii.  '' 

I  will  now,  sir,  reply  to  the  objection  made  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  to  the  provis- 
ion for  two  retired  lists;  and  first  let  me  aaj,  sir, 
that  I  regard  all  legislation  for  the  Navy,  withoot 
a  retireolist,  as  radically  wrong.  All  improve- 
ment in  the  service  must  date  from  this  important 
feature;  and  in  advancing  this  opinion,  wnieh  is 
the  result  of  some  reflection   and  obeervation,!  j 

believe  that  I  but  exprees  the  convictions  of  Ihc  I 
great  majority  of  your  efficient  officers,  in  fact, 
I  have  never  yet  heard  an  officer  express  a  dis- 
senting opinion  upon  this  point. 
The  naval  services  of  Europe  all  provide  and  sus- 
tain retired  lists;  and  the  British  Naval  Register 
for  February,  1854,  gives,  besides  the  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  sea  officers,  from  admirels  to 
lieutenanu  inclusive,  the  following  list  of  iaactiw 
officers: 

Reeervrd  adinlrsJe 48 

Ktiired admirala , II* 

Raiirad  capuiiii S95 

Retired  commsiidera 597 

Ketired  iienteaaau 737 


Total. 


.1,797 


The  mighty  ocean  castles  whicn  our  oScen 
control,  constructed  as  they  are  of  variant  mae- 
rials,  of  unequal  strength  and  durability,  require 
frequent  examination  and  repair  to  preserve  uem 
in  the  highest  condition  of  emcicaey;  and  tbusthe 
ftnatuul  of  the  Navy,  composed  aa  it  is  of  every 
variety  of  mind,  character,  and  qoalifieation ,  moo- 
ificd  by  age,  experience,  length  of  service,  and 
physical  ability,  requires  thorough  acrutinr  la 
discriminate  between  the  osefUl  and  the  worthless; 
and  this  scrutiny  must  be  instituted  periodically, 
or  as  circumstances  may  dictate. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  there  are  thoaa  who  op- 
poss  the  retirement  of  naval  or  military  offieos 
upon  pay,  in  all  and  every  form;  thoae  who  would 
tax  the  brains  and  the  sinews  of  their  fellows  (at 
a  bars  subsistence,  just  as  long  as  tha  limited 
powers  of  nature  would  enable  them  to  be  worked, 
and,  when  worn  out,  and  no  longer  able  to  bber 
for  the  country,  or  to  sustain  tbemsdvca,  ton 
them  adrift  to  beg  or  starve.  I  envy  not  the  ha- 
manity,  the  justice,  of  any  gentleman  entertaioing 
such  views.  If  practiced  upon,  itiseaay  to  forcaee 
the  effects  upon  the  Navy,  and  to  understand  the 
class  of  msn  who  would  seek  to  wear  its  Kvacy. 
The  faithful  devotion  of  youth,  manhood,  and  all 
the  useful  years  of  life  to  his  country's  serrica  fbr 
a  mere  support,  deprived  of  the  opportunity  t£ 
providing  for  his  declining  years,  impose*  upon 
tha  country  the  duty  of  sustaining  the  oM  age  of 
the  naval  servant. 

But,sir,  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hmrrm] 
desires  me  to  explain  why  the  bill  provides  far 
the  permanent  furlough,  as  well  as  for  the  retire- 
ment of  officers;  and  he  fears  that  men  placed  upon 
ths  former  may  be  regarded  aa  having  a  alight 
cast  upon  them.  The  motive  of  the  eommiltcc  in 
framing  this  provision,  was  to  drawa  distinct  line 
of  demarkation  between  the  gallant  old  aeamaB 
whose  soul  is  stH I  in  his  profession,  whoae  heart 
beats  but  for  his  country,  but  who,  by  lon|r,ftith- 
ful,  and  honorable  serviee,  or  by  wounds  or  dis- 
ease contracted  in  theaetive  discharge  of  hia  duty, 
is  disqualified  for  further  service,  and  the  man 
who  haa  uniformly  and  ingeniously  contrived  to 
•vada  hia  sea  duties,  and  dtrohrad  them   npoa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1469 


otbera;  who  hu  lucceeded  by  political  influence, 
or  other  resorts  to  which  his  noble  profession 
should  be  a  stranger,  in  passing  the  best  of  his 
dajrs  upon  shore;  the  man,  in  short,  who  has  be- 
come unserviceable  from  his  own  unworthy  con- 
duct, or  who  nerer  had  any  merit. 

I  concede  to  the  Senator  from  Virginia  that 
placing  an  officer  uponpermanentfurlough  would 
pe  a  sught;  and  1  maintain  that  the  country  should 
not  place  the  two  classes  of  men  to  which  I  have 
thus  adverted  upon  the  same  level  in  her  public 
estimation;  and  I  trust  that  my  friend  wilt  recog- 
nize the  distinction,  and  the  necessity  of  prescrv- 
ineit. 

The  necessity  for  retiring  officers  will  appear 
with  much  force  from  an  examination  of  our  Naval 
Register,  where  so  many  of  the  older  officers  are 
shown  to  be  unemployed  on  shore,  receiving  large 
pay,  while  their  juniors  are  performing  their  ap- 
propriate duties  afloat  upon  less  pay.  A  principle 
which  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  is,  that  as  the 
importance,  the  hazard,  and  responsibilities  of 
naval  enterprises  increase,  the  chances  of  obtain- 
ing the  necessary  talent,  energy,  character,  and 
ability,  should  also  increase.  But  our  system  pro- 
duces results  the  very  opposite;  and  the  longer  a 
man  has  been  in  the  service,  the  more  do  his 
chances  for  such  commands  increase.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  indicating  that  inability 
to  command  is  the  necessary  consequence  of  age; 
for  I  conscientiously  believe  that  we  have  old  pott 
captains  who  would  adorn  any  service,  and  who 
are  equal  to  any  naval  emergency;  and  that  we 
httve  lieutenants  who  could  hardly  put  a  ship  in 
stays,  or  conduct  her  routine  of  duty  twenty-four 
hours. 

I  regard  seniority  of  rank  as  the  only  and  the 
rightful  element  in  naval  promotion;  and  Heaven 
forbid  that,  under  our  institutions,  I  should  ever 
see  this  principle  surrendered ;  but,  in  saying  this, 
1  sav,  at  the  sams  time,  that  the  Navy  should  be 
rigidly  and  frequently  scrutinized,  and  that  retire- 
ment and  the  Executive's  power  to  furlough  and 
dismiss  must  be  promptly  used,  totiuendtkaleiery 
eommi$$i<med  officer  tkall  be  fuUji  competent  for  oU 
and  aery  duty  tekick  the  country  maii  detobie  upon 
Aim. 

The  services  of  Europe  promote  not  alone  by 
seniority;  but  family,  rank,  coniVection,  wealth,  or 
favoritism,  are  permitted  to  have  their  due  influ- 
ence; and  a  youth  of  small  experience  not  unfre- 
quently  commands  the  veteran  officer  whose  life 
baa  been  passed  upon  the  sea  in  all  its  perils  and 
vicissitudes.  Suppose  we  attempt  to  introduce 
"  merit"  as  an  element  of  promotion,  who  is  to 
judge  of  merit?  It  must  be  dependent  upon  the 
jvdgment  of  those  having  the  power  to  promote; 
and  this  judgment,  in  a  Government  like  ours, 
will  be  too  oRen  guided  by  the  character  of  the 
political  microscope  through  which  tnerU  may  be 
•canned.  Why,  sir,  do  we  not  profess  to  fill  our 
multitudinous  offices  by  the  claims  of  merit  ?  And 
do  we  not  too  often  see  dullness  and  stupidity, 
vice  and  imbecility, occupying  public  places  I  We 
are  all  meritorious  men,  sir,  quits  enough,  so  for 
promotion.  I  am  not  aware  that  seniority  of  rank, 
(ks  the  sole  element  of  promotion,  has  ever  been 
departed  from,  except  in  the  two  instances  of  De- 
catur and  Morris;  and  these,  though  in  reward  of 
the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  the  men,  have  ever 
been  considered  of  doubtful  propriety. 

Instances  of  personal  gallantry,  or  conduct  spe- 
cially conspicuous  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  or 
otherwise,  where  every  member  of  the  corps  is 
equally  ready  and  anxious  to  gain  a  laurel,  are 
frequently  rather  the  result  of  accident  than  of 
merit.  I  would  reward  an  officer  who  thus  ren- 
ders himself  conspicuous,  and  such  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  Government;  but  I  would  not  pro- 
mote  him  over  the  heads  of  his  less  fortunate  peers, 
to  whom  the  chances  of  war  have  denied  a  golden 
opportunity. 

At  this  time  ws  have  sixty-eight  captains,  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  fifty-six  years  of  age;  ninety- 
seven  commanders,  seventy-four  of  whom  are  be- 
tween fifty  and  fifty-five,  and  the  youngest  of 
whom  is  forty-six;  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  lieutenants,  from  thirty  to  fifty;  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  passed  midshipman,  from 
twenty-one  te  thirty-seven  years  of  age;  and  after 
carefully  examining  the  rates  of  promotion  in  the 
several  grades,  and  the  average  age  of  officers,  we 
find  that,  under  the  present  system,  lieutenants, 
when  promotsd  to  commanders^  will  b«  fifty-three, ' 


and  commanders,  when  promoted  to  captains, 
uventyfour  yean  of  age. 

The  second  section  secures  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  passed  midshipmen  by  providing  a  commis- 
sion and  increued  pay.  Their  present  pay,  which 
was  barely  sufficient  for  their  support  when  es- 
tablished, is  now,  under  the  ereat  increase  of  til 
the  expenses  of  living,  wholly  inadequate;  and 
many  of  them  have  families  to  maintain  upon  it. 
Among  other  means  designed  to  promote  the 
etfmt  du  eorpi  and  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  a  pro- 
vision is  introduced  for  rewarding  naval  sea- 
men, ordinary  seamen,  landsmen,  and  boys  with 
extra  pay,  and  the  petit  officers  with  extra  pay 
and  a  medal,  for  good  conduct;  and  the  Academy 
is  opened  to  the  naval  boy  whose  conduct  and 
character  may  entitle  him  to  the  distinction. 

I  am  anxious  to  conclude  these  remarks,  sir, 
to  enable  my  friend  from  Alabama,  who  has  the 
floor,  to  proceed;  but  before  doing  so,  I  deem  it 
but  an  act  of  justice  to.  a  young  officer  of  the 
most  distinguished  merit,  Lieutenant  Dahlgren, 
to  say,  that  under  his  zealous  and  scientific  re- 
searenes  and  attention, our  naval  ordnance  at  this 
time  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  world;  a  fact 
which  gentlemen  may  satisfy  themselves  of  by  a 
visit  to  his  station  at  this  navy-yard. 

I  desire,  sir,  to  append  to  these  remarks  a  paper 
which  1  will  not  occupy  your  time  by  reading, 
but  which  is  an  official  explanation,  of  the  correct- 
ness of  which  I  feel  satisfied,  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  brig  Perry  sailed  from  the  United 
States,  the  vessel  alluded  to  in  the  first  draft  of  the 
Naval  Committee's  report.  It  is  due  to  the  pres- 
ent chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  say  that 
he  was  in  no  wise  responsible  for  the  circum- 
stance, which  occurred  before  he  assumed  charge 
of  it.  '  The  account,  as  given  in  the  committee's 
report,  was  from  an  officer  of  the  Navy  in  every 
respect  reliable,  but  whose  subsequent  account  is 
modified  by  more  detailed  information.* 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  hope  the  bill  will  be  per- 
mitted to  go  over  until  to-morrow.  We  cannot 
dispose  of  it  to-day.  The  hour  has  arrived  at 
which  the  special  order  comes  up,  on  which  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  would  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida,  that  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  question  be  token  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  I  make  this  suggestion  the 
more  readily  because  I  am  a  friend  of  the  bill,  and 
wiih  it  to  pass. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    1  have  no  objection  to  that, 


The  vessel  referred  to  in  the  paragraph  of  ths 
first  draught  of  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  aa  having  been  sent  to  sea  with  thirty- 
two  pounder  guns  and  forty-two  pounder  shot, 
was  the  brig  Perry,  carrying  thirty-two  pounder 
guns  and  carronaues. 

This  vessel  sailed  from  Norfolk  for  Chagres  in 
May,  1846,  (when  Mr.  Bancroft  was  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  Commodore  A.  3.  Wadswortn 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,)  with  a  bearer  of 
dispatches  communicaling  to  the  squadron  in  the 
Pacific  the  existence  of  war  with  Mexico.  She 
was  fitted  out  under  an  order  from  the  Navy 
Department  to  be  ready  to  sail  the  day  after  the 
receipt  of  the  order;  and,  in  compliance  with  that 
order,  did  receive  on  board  all  her  shot,  powder, 
provisions,  and  other  stores,  and  hauled  into  the 
stream  the  day  after  its  receipt.  She.  however, 
received  on  board  two  thirtv-two  pounder  carron- 
adea  the  day  after.  Immeaiately  after  getting  to 
sea,  all  her  guns  were  loaded,  and  in  doing  this 
a  very  few  snot  were  found  rather  too  large;  but 
this  fact  was  not  considered  sufficiently  important 
to  require  any  general  examination  of  the  shot,  or 
any  official  report,  and  no  difficulty  occurred  with 
the  shot  at  any  other  time  during  the  cruise. 

After  landing  the  bearer  of  dispatches  at  Chagres, 
the  Perry  visited  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica,  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  up  her  water  before  joining 
our  squadron  ofiT  Vera  Cruz,  and  not  with  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  condition  of  her  shot. 
During  her  stay  there,  the  commander  of  the 
Perry  availed  himself  of  the  ofi'lers  liberally  made, 
to  obtain  a  small  number  of  additional  shot  to  meet 
any  possible  wants. 

These  appear  to  be  all  the  material  facts  con- 
nected witn  this  subject,  and  are  derived  from  the 
files  of  the  Department,  the  log  of  the  Perry,  and 
ths  recollections  of  ths  commander. 


but  I  ask  my  friend  from  Virginia,  whether  his 
objection  to  the  bill,  in  view  of  the  explanatisn  I 
have  given  in  answe#  to  it,  still  remains  in  his 
mindT  . 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  not  satisfied  in  regarj 
to  it.  I  should  like  to  have  a  chance  to  make  some 
motion  to  amend  the  bill.  I  think  it  requires 
amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  fMr.  Noaais 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrnsssd  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BA  DGBR.  Let  that  mouoa  be  agreed  to 
by  unfuiimous  consent. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
nostpooed  until  to-morrow. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TBE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKban,  Chief  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  to  change 
the  day  of  the  annual  asaemblins  of  Coneress. 

Ths  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  sundry  enrolled  bills. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL  VETO. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  a 
grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several  States  of  the 
Tfnion  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane  per- 
sons, which  had  been  returned  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  his  objections. 

Mr.  CLA.YaddreaRed  the  Senate  atconslderable 
length  upon  the  subject  of  the  Presidential  veto. 
[See  Appendix  for  his  sprech.] 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  moTe  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  question  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  we  shall  go  on  to-daj 
with  this  bill.    If  we  are  ever  to  dispose  of  this 

3uestion  we  ought  to  spend  more  than  an  hour  a 
ay  upon  it.  ^ 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  has  been  postponed  for 
other  gentlemen.  The  Senator  ttor^  Connecticut 
[Mr.  ToacEv]  desires  to  speak  on  it  to-morrow, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  postponed  fbr  bim. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  hope  this  bill'  Will  be  post- 
poned. We  are  every  day  discussing,  while  it  is 
under  consideration,  principles  which  relate  to 
other  bOls  behind  this,  as,  for  example,  the  |homc- 
stead  bill.  I  lake  it  that  whatever  discussion  is 
had  now  upon  points  involved  in  this  question 
will  apply  to  that;  so  that,  in  fact,  by  continuing 
this  subject  we  are  not  materially  postponing  other 
measures.  I  trust  the  Senate  will  agree  to  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  give  him  time  to  speak  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  make  objection  be- 
cause I  wish  to  interfere  with  the  courtesy  due  to 
a  Senator.  I  simply  wish  to  have  this  question 
proceeded  with  to-day.  If  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut is  not  ready  to  go  on  with  bis  remarks 
now,  some  other  gentleman  undoubtedly  is.  I 
submit,  too,  that  the  question  ought  to  be  disposed 
of.  It  consumes  the  whole  time  of  the  Senate.  We 
hear  a  speech  of  half  an  hour,  or  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  or  an  hour  upon  it,  and  then  adjourn 
from  day  to  day.  There  is  other  business  before 
the  Senate  that  ought  to  be  disposed  of,  and  in 
order  to  reach  it  we  should  get  rid  of  this. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  If  any  other  gentleman  de- 
sires to  address  the  Senate  now,  I  will  yield. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  is  rarely  that  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  makes  known  his  sentiments  to  the 
Senate,  and  still  more  rarely  that  he  asks  a  cour- 
tesy. I  for  one  am  not  only  willing  but  anxious, 
that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
his  views  upon  this  question,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  I  am  as  desirous  as  my  colleagus  to  bring 
the  discussion  to  an  end.  If  any  Senator  is  ready 
to  go  on  now,  I  trust  he  will  be  permitted  to  do 
so;  but  if  not  I  hope  we  shall  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  If  there  is  an  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Senate  to  have 
the  subject  postponed,  I  will  proceed  to-day,  and 
say  now  to  the  Senate  what  I  wish  tb  say. 

Several  Sbnatobs.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  the  subject  will  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  I  will  not  be  involved  in  any 
question  with  any  gentleman  with  regard  to  tKs 
propriety  of  postponing  any  bosinesi  before  th^ 
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Senate.  I  regret,  fir,  that  it  haa  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  kddresa  (he  Senate  at  a<L  late  a  period  in  this 
debate,  and  at  so  late  an  nour  in  the  day;  but  I 
kava  to  perform  &  duty — one  that  t  regard  aa  an 
argent  duty,  and  which  I  cannot  permit  myself  to 
forego 

Mr.  MASON.  I  sobmit  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator that  he  had  better  not  proceed  now.  It  ia 
against  the  usage  of  the  Senate,  and;  that  usage 
ought  to  be  preserved.  There  is  new  an  abund- 
ance of  other  subjects  before  the  Senate  that  can 
be  brought  up.  1  move  to  postpoae  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very 
4t  ooeasion  to  make  a  few  observations  in  relation 
to  the  manner  in  which  we  dispose  of  the  public 
time.  _  The  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  is  not  a 
debating  body,  OS  ws  all  know.  Now,  it  seems 
w«  are  to  have  the  usage  of  the  Senate  established 
as  the  custom  of  the  country.  What  is  that  uaage? 
A  separate  day  is  taken  forcvery.eentleman  in  the 
Senate,  who  chooses  to  do  so,  to  deliver  his  views 
upon  a  subject.  When  one  is  done,  another  rises 
and  makes  a  motion  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
■ideration  of  the  pending  suoject,  and  some  other 
gentleman  says,  *'  I  hope  the  subject  will  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow;"  and  so  it  goes  on.  Sir,  1 
mtcnd  to  vote  for  this  postponement,  because  I 
think  it  would  be  unkind  to  my  friend  from  Con- 
necticut, under  the  dreumstances,  not  to  do  so; 
bat  I  fear  we  shall  eo  on  in  this  way,  and  we 
shall  never  hear  any  discussion  on  any  single  pointi 
bat  shall  have  presented  to  us  general  views  upon 
t)ie  Constitution  of  the  country;  and  when  the 
people  read  the  whole  of  the  arguments  connected 
with  the  discussion  of  any  question,  they  can  come 
to  no  conclusion,  for  it  wdl  take  them  hours  to 
read  two  speeches,  between  which  there  is  scarcely 
any  conflict.  They  are  presented  in  such  a  man- 
ner diat  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  people  to  ascer- 
tain the  points  of  difference  between  us.  But  if 
we  had  a  running  debate,  the  case  would  be  dif- 
ferent. Then  a  Senator,  with  the  powerful  mind 
of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  could  rise  up  at 
once  and  reply  or  add  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  aa  he  chose.  The  public  mind 
would  see  what  we  were  at;  aa  soon  as  he  got 
through,  gentlemen  anxious  to  meet  him,  on  the 
|ioints  he  wished  to  present  to  the  country,  would 
rise  and  go  en.  That  is  not  the  ease  now.  As 
things  are  now  conducted,  speeches  here  are 
essays.  I  have  had  something  like  eighty  essays 
apoD  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill  laid  on  my 
table.  I  can  hardly  find  discussion  between  any 
two  members  of  the  Houseof  Representatives,  or 
the  .Senate,  upon  a  single  point  involved  in  it.  I 
have  had  to  read  through  a  number  of  pages  to 
ascertain  the  character  ofthe  speeches,  and  I  found 
they  covered  the  whole  subject  of  power  over  the 
Territories,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  nature  of  the  Government  generally. 

_  Now,  sir,  for  one,  I  know  i  have  not  the  capa- 
city to  write  these  long  speeches,  and  make  these 
constitutional  arguments,  and  quote  from  every 
speech  delivered  from  the  foundation  of  the  Oov- 
cmment  to  the  present  time.  I  want  to  be  taught. 
I  wish  to  see  the  Senate  act  from  principle,  and 
discuss  the  queatioas  before  them.  I  want  to  pre- 
vent, if  I  possibly  con,  this  body  being  turned 
into  a  mere  machine  by  which  periodicals  are  to 

r)  Qiut  to  the  country.  I  know  of  six  gentlemen, 
think,  who  desire  to  express  their  views  upon 
this  subject.  Each  one  of  them  will  consider 
himself  as  not  having  occupied  aa  full  a  share  of 
the  attention  of  the  body,  and  as  profound  a  po- 
sition as  others,  if  you  do  not  give  him  a  day. 
How  many  more  may  spring  upl  do  not  know. 
Then,  when  will  you  end  the  debate?  Now,  we 
are  in  the  20th  day  of  the  month  of  June,  and  we 
have  passed,  as  yet  very  few  bills'  of  importance. 
What  is  the  reason  i  It  is  because  ofthe  kind  of 
discussion  into  which  we  have  fallen.  When  we 
have  heard  a  speech,  a  motion  is  instantly  made 
to  adjourn,  or  to  postpone;  and  we  have  a  very 
good  way  of  getting  out  of  the  responsibility  of 
an  adjournment  before  the  country,  by  moving  to 

So  into  an  Executive  session,  and  then  closing 
le  doors,  and  very  soon  going  out  of  Executive 
session  into  the  Avenue. 

I  make  these  observations  with  no  purpose  in 
the  world  to  complain,  but  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  ourselves  to  the  true  grounds  which 
we  Mcnpy,  and  which  the  country  should  under- 
Maud.    All  the  fault  grows  out  of  the  fact  that 


we  do  not  debate  the  questions  which  are  before 
us,  but  write  essays  upon  them. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  will  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Oeorgia,  that  there  is  a  very  attractive  sub- 
ject which  is  lying  upon  our  tables,  one  upon 
which  1  am  sure  there  will  be  a  running  debate 
and  a  running  debate  only.  It  is  the  interesting 
question  as  to  when  we  shall  meet  hereafter.  We 
received  a  short  time  ago  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  relating  to  that  subject,  and  we 
have  a  bill  of  our  own  of  a  similar  nature.  I 
will  therefore,  with  his  permission,  if  the  Senate 
will  pass  over  the  present  subject,  call  up  that 
bill,  and  we  can  have  a  running  debate  on  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Very  well;  let  us  have  a  run- 
ning debate. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is 
proper  to  pursus  the  usual  course  of  the  Senate; 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  we  need  waste  time  by 
doing  so.  I  have  had  an  experience  of  a  few 
years  here,  and  I  believe  nearly  aa  much  time  has 
been  consumed  by  gentlemen  delivering  their 
views  as  to  how  time  was  to  bs  saved,  and  the 
business  to  be  done  promptly,  as  we  have  in  the 
long  discussions,  which  1  admit  are  perhaps  too 
lone;  but  that  is  a  matter  of  taste,  and  if  it  be  an 
evifit  is  one  which  will  correct  itself.  As  soon 
aa  the  people  ofthe  country  are  not  satisfied  with 
reading  what  the  Senator  from  Georgia  chooses 
to  designate  aa  essays,  that  soon  they  will  pay  no 
attention  to  them,  and  then  the  evil  will  correct 
itself,  and  we  can  go  on  with  the  running  debates 
which  he  desires.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
spent  just  about  as  much  time  in  debating  prop- 
ositions to  save  time  and  do  business  quidtly,  as 
we  have  in  liRtenine  to  long  speeches. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Mr.  President,  after  having 
been  indulged  by  the  Senate  with  an  opportunity 
of  delivering  my  own  Tie«n  on  this  question,! 
certainly  shall  not  insist  upon  compelling  any 
gentleman  to  address  the  Senate  when  he  is  not 
entirely  ready;  but  some  of  us  feel  an  anxiety  to 
have  the  homestead  bill  taken  up,  and  I  simply 
wish  to  say  now  to  the  Senate  that,  if  there  is  a 
proposition  to-morrow,  or  at  any  subsequent  day 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill, 
I  shall  insist  on  taking  tip  the  homestead  bill  and 
discussing  that.  I  know  there  are  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  be  heard  upon  that  ques- 
tion. I  wish  to  be  heard  myself;  and  I  would  as 
soon  speak  in  the  evening  as  at  any  other  time. 
I  would  perhaps  do  so  now,  if  1  were  prepared  to 
goon  to-day.  To-morrow  1  will  be  prepared;  and 
if  the  postponement  of  this  question  is  then  fur- 
ther insisted  upon,  t  will  call  for  the  consideration 
of  the  homestead  bill,  and  make  my  speech  on 
that. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Can  we  not  now  come  to 
some  understanding  among  ourselves  as  to  when 
we  shall  take  the  vote  on  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation ?  I  feel  very  anxious  that  we  should  have 
some  understanding  on  the  subject,  that  we  may 
know  when  it  is  to  be  decided.  The  custom  of 
the  Senate  haa  been  spoken  of  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia.  I  think  it  has  become  equally  a 
custom  in  the  Senate  that  we  never  do  come  to  any 
determination  upon  an  important  matter  without 
*■  sitting  it  out,"  as  it  is  termed.  Now,  for  one, 
I  am  prepared  to  fix  any  eariy  period  when  we 
shall  take  ths  vote  on  this  bill.  I  am  willing, 
with  others,  to  sit  it  out  and  obtain  a  vote.  I  am 
willing  to  do  so  today,  if  others  are,  or  I  should 
be  wining  to-morrow  or  any  other  time. 

Sir,  like  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  I  am 
anxious  to  take  up  the  homestead  bill,  and  have 
that  discussed — to  have  either  a  running  debate  or 
set  speeches  upon  it,  I  do  not  care  which — and 
as  soon  as  we  get  out  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
that  commodity,  I  hope  we  shall  sit  that  bill  out 
and  dispose  of  it.  I  trust  an  early  day  may  be 
fixed  wnen  we  may  take  a  vote  on  this  bill,  and 
get  it  out  of  the  way.  I  believe  it  is  not  antici- 
pated that  It  will  be  passed.  This  discussion, 
therefore,  is  all  unprofitable.  It  ia  to  no  practical 
end.  We  may  take  the  vote  soontr  or  later  and 
not  pass  the  bill.  There  cannot  be  found  in  the 
Senate  a  constitutional  majority  for  it.  The  de- 
bats  upon  it  is  simply  for  the  saks  of  debate, 
whilst  the  homestead  bill,  or  the  bill  mentioned 
by  the  Senator  from  Vii^ginia,  has  in  it  something 
practical. 

I  merely  make  these  observations  that  we  may, 
if  we  can,  individually,  and  at  last  collectively, 
come  to  a  conclusion  that  «e  abaU  end  the  debet* 


open  this  bill  at  some  time,  and  at  an  eariy  period, 
and  that  we  may  then  take  up  something  of  prac- 
tical utility  and  importance. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very 
interealing  question.  It  is  exactly  of  that  class 
of  questions  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Oeorgia  suegests  as  the  most  proper  ones  to  exei^ 
cisa  the  talents  and  powers  of  the  member*  of 
this  House,  and  it  is  one  upon  which  all  members 
ought  always  to  be  ready,  and  I  call  him  now  into 
this  race  which  he  has  got  up.  I  call  him  up.  I 
want  to  see  him  run.  [Laof  liter.]  I  wonder  why 
he  holds  back?  The  drumbeats,  bat  he  does  not 
appear  ax.  the  race.  I  want  to  know  his  view*  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  do  net  enUr  into  a  nee 
among  kept  nag*.  [Laughter.]  I  should  like  to 
see  a  general  race,  and  no  doubt  the  S«iator  could 
enter  into  that.  There  are  various  terms  on  which 
we  have  to  run.  Perhaps  ths  Senator  i*  more 
qualified  than  myself  to  run  a  race  of  this  soft. 
But  what  1  msant  to  do  when  I  was  up  liefore— and 
all  that  1  said  was  in  perfect  good  humor  lowaids 
the  body — was,  to  bring  gentlemen's  minds  to 
the  nccesaity  of  closing  the  argument  at  eone 
time.  I  knew  the  euggsation  would  have  to  be 
mads  when  some  one  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  sad 
I  thought  this  was  the  moet  appropriate  way  ia 
which  1  could  do  it,  by  calling  the  attention  ofthe 
body  to  the  propriety  of  debating,  inatead  of  reg- 
ular essay  writing  or  speech  making.  Now,  sir, 
since  I  mads  the  suggestion,  the  Senate  have 
shown  a  wonderful  capacity  for  a  running  debate, 
and  have  demonstrated  that  they  can  very  wcH 
engage  in  it.  I  have  thus  shown  aU  that  I  wanted, 
and  lam  now  satisfied  to  let  them  go  on  ia  any 
way  that  they  may  desirs. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  say  now  what  I 
tried  to  say  some  tims  ago  to  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut,  but  I  was  then  prcventsd 
by  two  or  three  Senatprs,  that  if  he  dsaire*  lo 
speak  to-morrow,  and  not  to-day,  I  will  waive  any 
objection  I  might  have  had.  If  that  is  the  Sena- 
tor's desire,  I  will  not  object  to  a  postponement  • 
of  this  question  until  to-morrow.  Bsl,  air,  I  Witt 
take  this  occasion  to  say  somethinr  in  respect  to 
the  method  in  which  business  has  been  treated. 

A  long  time  ago— almost  eo  long  as  to  have 
passed  out  of  my  memorj — on  a  Monday,  1 
moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  bill  to 
the  following  Wednesday.  I  was  then  toM  by 
several  Senator*  that  it  would  be  out  of  all  parlia- 
menlary  eastern  and  order  to  do  so.  I  was  loU 
that  this  was  a  message  coming  from  the  Prsaident 
of  the  United  States,  and  must  be  disposed  of  at 
once,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  boaincss.  That 
was  several  weeks  ago. 

Now,  when  to-day  I  simply  nigg**t  that  ws 
ought  to  be  able  to  devoto  more  than  one  hour  ia  a 
day  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  which  it 
was  said  five  or  six  weeks  ago  was  so  importantthst 
it  ought  to  be  disposed  of  at  once,  it  is  said  to  be  en- 
tirely out  of  all  order  that  has  ever  been  established 
in  the  Senate.  Sir,  I  confess  myssif  to  bs  nu*riy 
unable<o  follow  all  these  ecnatorial  caaMma.  We 
cannot  consider  the  hemestsad  bill,  beeanae  the 
President's  vetomeasRge  mastlakepfceedcnee;aBd 
we  cannot  consider  the  President's  veto  messaft 
because  it  is  not  entirely  convenient  for  u*  to  eo 
so !  But  no  one  Senator  is  to  blame.  No  gco- 
lleman  wishes  to  talk  to  empty  benches,  and  yet 
I  do  not  believe  there  ie  a  gentleman  in  the  Sen- 
ate who,  on  this  subject,  can  secure  twenty-five 
senatorial  hearei*,  although  the  best  talent  in  the 
country  is  here  in  some  individuals. 

Having  said  thus  much,  let  me  add  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Wiseonain  that 
there  are  many  Senators  on  this  floor  who  an 
desirous  to  have  this  question  disposed  of,  and 
who  would  be  very  glad  if  the  Senato,  by  oora- 
mom  consent,  would  set  apart  a  day  when  we 
should  take  a  vote  and  end  the  matter.  Many  of 
us  are  particularly  anxious  to  do  this,  because  we 
wish  to  Mnsider  the  other  subject  which  has  bees 
referred  to,  (the  homestead  bill,)  which  ia  a  spe- 
cial order,  and  was  made  so  before  this  veto  mes- 
sage was  brought  here,  and  have  that  alao  dis- 
posed of. 

Now,  sir,  what  have  we  been  doing  ?  Joat  pre- 
cisely what  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virgmia 
suggested.  One  day  we  spend  an  hour  in  conaid- 
eniig  the  President's  message;  and  then,  on  the 
next  day  we  consider  whether  w*  ahall  take  a 
rece**,  or  whcthaE  w*  *haU  adjourn  wtthoat  iaj. 
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Every  other  day  we  devote  to  busiiMM,  and  the 
intermtdiate  days  we  devote  to  coDsideriog  wheth- 
er we  aball  do  anything  or  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Will  my  friend  allow  me  to 
oak  him  what  Senator  has  made  all  the  motione  for 
the  Tarioua  recesaea  which  we  have  recently  taken 
at  this  seasion? 

Mr.  STUART.  I  know  what  the  Senator  from 
Mieaiaaippi  meana,  and  I  will  reply  to  him.  There 
waa  a  common  understanding  a  few  weeka  ago, 
that  the  Senate  ahould  take  a  receaa  for  the  par- 
poae  of  cleaning  out  the  Hall,  taking  up  the  car- 
pcta,  and  changm^  the  winur  for  the  anmmsr  ar- 
rangements; and  It  was  the  general  underatanding 
that  there  ahould  be  no  busineaa  done  during  the 
succeeding  week.  Nobody  objecisd  to  it  but  my 
friend  from  Mississippi,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  the  Senate  agreed  to  take  the  recesa. 
Senators  all  around  me — (he  Senators  from  New 
York,  the  Senator  from  Viiginia,  (Mr.  Masow,] 
and  I  think  I  can  say  half  the  Senate — applied  (o 
me  personally,  for  what  reason  I  know  not,  to 
ascertain  whether  I  would  be  here,  and  whether 
the  understanding  that,  during  the  following  week 
(here  should  be  no  business  of  importimce  done, 
would  be  really  carried  out  ?  In  obedience  to  that 
general  understanding  I  made  the  two  motions  for 
adjourning  over  to  which  the  Senator  refers. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    And  I  seconded  them. 

Mr.  STUART.  As  the  honorableSeoator  from 
Missouri  says,  he  seconded  the  motions.  Now,  I 
may  fairly  ask,  if  I  am  chargeable  with  ncj^lect 
of  duties  in  the  Senate?  I  have  made  no  visits  to 
my  home;  I  have  not  been  out  of  the  city  during 
the  aeaaion.  I  claim  no  particular  ereoit  for  it. 
I  only  wiah  to  jualify  myaaif  against  the  inference 
Ibat  might  be  drawn  from  the  remark  of  the  Sana- 
tor  from  Mississippi.  I  have  been  found  always 
ip  my  seat  and  never  in  a  hurry  to  adi4ani. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  move  that  ths  SenaU  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  ycoa  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  token,  resulted 
— yeaa  33,  nays  31;  as^^lows: 

TEAa— Hewn.  AubietJnsdfer,  Bsjoid,  Bell,  Brod- 
besd.  Cm*,  Clav,  Daarann,  Dixon,  FeeMndeo,  Plib,  Piii- 

Eurlck,  Foot,  Htnlln,  Johnnn,  Heion,  Norrit,  Hockwell, 
u>k,  Sebeadan.  Seward,  Toombt,  and  Wade— 83. 
NAYS — Meeen.  Adam,  Ann,  Benjanria,  Bre«rn,Obase, 
Dodge  of  Wieeonitn,  Dodge  of  low*,  Evuu,  Goyar,  611- 
Jeti«,HoaKon,  Hunter,  James,  JaoeiorTBoneHee,Peltit, 
Pratt,  BhMdi,  Stuart,  Sumner,  Walker,  and  WUUanu— ai. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
WmmwAT,  Jutu  31,  1654. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  William  H.  Milbdrit. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  waa  road  and  approved. 
ENROLLED  BILLS  SIONID. 

The  PRESIDENT  aigned  the  eoroUed  bill* 
jreaterday  received  from  the  Houaa  of  Represent- 
atives, for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Rows;  and  for  the 
relief  of  Captain  B.  A.  F.  Lavolette,  of  the  United 
States  Navy. 

PBTITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  EVANS  preaented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Mills,  in  relation  to  a  central  route  to  the  Pacific 
ocean;  which  was  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  Pacific  railroad. 

Mr.  DODOB,  of  Wisconsin,  presenisd  the 
memorial  of  Mary  Kinner  and  Mary  B.  McCoy, 
praying  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  them 
m  the  depreciation  of  their  propertv,  in  conse- 
(|aenee  of  delays  intsrpossd  by  the  fond  officers 
-in  perfecting  their  titles;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Chums. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  F. 
Ryan,  and  twenty-two  others,  citizens  of  KTnox 
eountv,  Tennessee,  praying  that  ths  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  Creek  war  of  1814,  may  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  to  pensions  and  bounty 
land  with  the  soldiers  engaged  in  other  wars  of 
the  United  Statss;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

REPORTS  PROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  P.  C.  Miles, 
praying  to  be  allowed  an  increase  of  pension, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  th«  some  committee,  to  whom 


was  referred  the  petition  of  Frederick  Denio,  an 
invalid  pensioner,  praying  to  be  allowed  back 
pension,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of 
George  Stealey,  praying  compensation  for  his 
services,  and  remuneration  for  his  expenses  in 
visiting  the  Indiana  in  California,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  commisaioner  of  Indian  affairs  for  that 
State,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Harmon,  formerly  widow  of  Timothr  Murray, 
who  was  killed  in  the  military  service  or  the  United 
States  during  the  last  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
praying  to  be  allowed  half  pay  and  bounty  land, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  children  and  heirs 
of  Uriah  Jones,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  praying  a  pension,  submitted  an  adverse  re- 
port thereon;  wnich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Cyrus  H.  McCormick,  pray- 
ing the  extension  of  letters  patent  granted  him 
on  the  Slat  June,  1834,  for  improvements  in  the 
machine  for  reaping  all  kinds  of  small  ^roin,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read ,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  were  referred  the  following  peti- 
tions, dbc.,  asked  to  be  discharged  firom  their 
further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Petition  of  steamboat  officers  luid  engineers  at 
Cincinnati,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  make  Evans's  ufety-guard  against  the  explo- 
sion of  boilers  free  to  the  public,  by  the  purchass 
of  his  patsnt  right,  or  otherwise; 

Petition  of  stsamboat inspectors,  angins  builders, 
and  others,  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
representing  the  importanes  of  Evans's  safety- 
guard  for  preventing  the  explosion  of  steam- 
boilers,  and  prayin|;  the  purchase  of  the  patent 
right,  or  the  adoption  of  some  other  means  of 
making  ths  same  hree  to  the  public; 

Memorial  of  owners  of  tug  or  towing  steam- 
boats, employed  in  the  revenue  district  of  New 
York,  praying  that  all  such  boats  not  carrying 
passengers  may  b«  exempt  from  the  inspection 
required  by  the  act  of  August  30, 1852; 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Alabama  and  other  south- 
ern States,  praying  that  restrictions  in  regard  to 
the  transportation  of  turpentine  and  the  various 
other  products  of  the  pine  tree,  on  board  of  steam- 
boats, may  be  repealed; 

Petition  of  Hammond  Howeand  other8,praying 
that  the  late  law  providing  for  the  better  security 
of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  vessels  pro- 
pelled in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  may  be 
amended;  and 

Petition  of  John  Thomas,  pra^io|;  on  appropri- 
ation to  snable  him  to  teat  certain  improvements 
mode  by  him  in  the  inclined-plane  ox  milt. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  firom  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  William  Gnnton  and  others,  praying 
a  further  allowance  for  the  bridge  across  the  East- 
em  Branch  of  the  Potomac  river,  near  the  Navy- 
yard,  sold  to  the  Government,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged fivm  it*  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  a  grant  of 
land  warrants  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  ander  the 
Hoosac  mountain,  and  providing  for  the  convey- 
ance of  mails,  troops,  and  manitions  of  war 
through  the  same  free  of  toll. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails. 

PALLS  OP  NIAOAKA. 
Mr.  SEWARD.    The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  were  referred  sundry  memorials 
from  citizens  of  the  Unilsd  States,  praying  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  i 
around  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  or  in  aid  of  that  11 


objset,  have  instructed  me  to  state,  that  while  they 
approve  of  the  object  and  purpose  of  the  msmo> 
rials, and  think  thepropoeed  workavery important 
one,  yet  that  there  ia  a  division  in  the  committee, 
in  part  as  to  the  expediency  of  action  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  in  part  on  the  ground  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  modes  of  action  suggested,  and 
therefore,  they  have  not  been  able  to  agree  on  any 
bill,  and  have  instructed  me  for  these  reasons  to 
ask  that  they  may  bs  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memoriua. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  In  pursuance  of  notice  given 
vesterday,  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regu- 
late navigation  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  vessda 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  certain 
cases.  It  becomes  necessary,  in  my  judgment, 
that  such  a  bill  should  bs  brought  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate.  After  giving  the  notice  yes- 
terday, I  learned  that  the  honorable  Senator  Rom 
DelaVare,  [Mr.  Clatton,]  at  some  time  during 
my  absence,  had  expressed  a  purpose  to  introduce 
such  a  bill,  and  I  learned  also,  informally,  that  he 
had  been  inetructed  br  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  to  report  a  bill  to  that  eflfect.  I  merely 
ask  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  and  have  it  laid 
on  the  table,  as  my  object  is  not  to  embarrass 
him  but  to  codperate  with  him. 

Leave  to  introduce  the  bill  was  granted,  and  it 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  orderM  to  a  second 
reading. 

AMENDMENTS  OF  THE  STEAMBOAT  LAW. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committss  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entiued  ■  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
sengers on  board  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam,  and  for  otner  purposes,'  ap- 
proved August  90, 1853;"  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  It  is  desiraUs  that  this  bill 
should  receive  an  early  passage;  and  as  I  appre- 
hend it  will  meet  witn  no  oDjeetion  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  have  it  acted 
upon  at  this  time. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  rsad  a 
second  time,  and  considered  oa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  provide*  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
supervising  inspector,  to  comprehend  that  portion 
of  the  United  States  lying  upon  the  Paeificocean, 
who  is  to  receive  a  compensation  of  |3,000  per 
annum,  and  a  like  allowance  for  expenses  of 
travd,  as  is  provided  for  the  other  supervising 
inspectors.  It  also  provides  for  two  local  inspect- 
ors, for  the  collection  dietrict  of  Poget's  Sounds 
one  as  the  inspector  of  hulls,  and  the  other  as  in- 
spector of  boilers — at  an  annual  compensation  of 
|500. 

It  further  proposes  to  enact  that  the  operation 
of  so  much  of  ths  ninth  section  of  the  original  act 
of  1853,  as  requiree  the  use  of  alloyed  metals  Visi- 
ble by  the  heat  of  steam,  shall  be  suspended  until 
the  3a  of  March  next;  and  that  so  much  of  the 
act  of  July  7,  1838,  as  authorizes  the  appoint- 
ment of  persona  to  make  inapectiona  of  steam- 
boats ana  boilers,  and  receive  compensation  there- 
for, shall  be  repealed;  and  that  the  inspections 
required  by  that  act  shall  be  made  by  the  inspect- 
ors provided  for  by  this  bill,  and  by  ths  act  to 
which  it  is  a  supplsment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Ths  first  section  of  this  bill 
provides  that  the  State  of  California  and  theTer- 
ritories  of  Ore^n  and  Washington  shall  compose 
a  district  for  the  inspection  of  steamboat  hulls  and 
boilers.  They  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  same 
distria  with  Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  The^  are 
so  remote,  however,  that  it  is  found  utterly  im- 
practicable for  the  supervising  inspector  who 
reaidea  at  New  Orieana,  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
that  office.  It  therefore  provides  for  a  new  dis- 
trict upon  ths  Pacific  coast.  The  second  section 
of  the  oill  provides  for  the  supension  of  ths  ninth 
section  of  the  original  act,  which  provided  that 
a  certain  kind  of  allov  ahould  be  uaad  in  the  con- 
struction of  all  ateamboat  boilera  The  supervis- 
ing inapectora  are  now  making  experimenta  by 
which  It  ie  believed  greater  aecurity  will  be  at- 
tained in  the  oonatmction  of  ateamboat  boilers. 
The  propoaitioniatoauapend  the  absolute  provis- 
ion of  that  section  until  the  3d  of  March  next.  I 
think  no  iUrther  explanation  is  neceuary. 
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The  bill  wu  rtported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engroseed  for  a  third 
reading;,  read  a  third  time ,  ana  paeeed. 

JAHE8  DIXON. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  Committee  on  the  Die- 
trict  of  Colombia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Dixon,  praying  compensation  for 
extra  work  done  on  the  court-houee  in  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  hare  directed 
me  to  submit  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  the  petitioner.  I  will 
state  to  the  Senate  that  Mr.  Dixon  is  an  old  man. 
He  did  the  work  many  years  ago,  and  ha*  never 
been  paid  for  it.  The  subject  has  been  referred 
to  the  eommittec  for  sevenl  years,  and  has  been 
reported  upon  favorably.  1  will  ask  the  Senate 
to  take  it  up,  and  consider  it  at  this  time. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  con- 
sidered as  in. Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposee  to  pay  Jamea  Dixon  |487  S3  for  the 
work  done  by  him. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  pcuscd. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  RAVT. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to 
take  up  the  bill,  which  was  under  consideration 
yesterday,  to  improve  the  naval  service,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  it  upon  its  passage  aAer  making 
several  amendments  which  have  been  agreed  upon. 
The  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hunter]  has 
consulted  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  some 
ameodmenis  have  been  agreed  (ipoiR  I  believe 
there  is  now  no  objection  from  any  quarter  upon 
the  subject,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  Senate 
I  will  read  the  several  sections  of  the  bill  as  they 
are  proposed  to  be  amended. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    In  accordance  with  the sng- 

festinns  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
move  to  strike  out  of  that  part  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, which  relates  to  midshipmen,  the  words  "  on 
the  reconamendation  of  the  Representative  there, 
of,"  and  the  words  "  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Senators  thereof,  respectively."  This  obvi- 
ates the  objection  made  yesterday,  which  presup- 
posed that  it  vested  the  power  of  appointing  the 
officers  in  Congress  instead  of  the  Executive, 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what 
effect  that  amendment  will  have  on  the  law  already 
in  force.' 

Mr.  MALLpRY.  It  will  have  no  effect  upon 
the  law  as  it  n. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  am  opposed  to  the 
amendment.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be 
one  set  of  midshipmen  appointed  upon  the  nom- 
ination of  the  members  of  the  House  and  another 
■et  not  appointed  upon  their  nomination.  I  was 
opposed  to  this  system  at  first;  but  having 
aaopted  il,  we  ought  either  to  carry  it  out  and  ex- 
tend it  to  this  body,  as  well  as  to  the  House,  or 
abolish  it  altogether.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
agree  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  law  as  it  is  now  ex- 
plained here  is  an  amendment  to  an  appropri- 
ation bill,  and  gives  the  nomination  of  midship- 
men to  the  Naval  Academy  to  the  Representatives 
from  the  particular  congressional  districts,  and 
withdraws  those  nominations  from  the  Senate. 
Mow,  the  House  when  it  adopted  that  amendment 
did  not  consider  the  midshipmen  as  officers,  but 
as  cadets  only,  and  got  rid  of  th^  constitutional 
objection  by  that  means.  The  committee  were  not 
disposed,  in  this  matter,to  pronounce  any  opinion 
uponthalatall.  I  hold  that  it  is  a  merematterof  Ex- 
ecutive regulation.  The  Executive  may  sanction 
.that  course  or  he  may  not.  I  propose,  therefore, 
in  this  section,  not  to  legislate  upon  that  subject, 
but  simply  to  say,  that  instead  of  there  being  two 
cadets  from  each  congressional  district,  (here  shall 
be  one,  and  that  there  shaH  be  two  at  large  from 
each  State  without  saying  upon  whose  recom- 
mendation they  shall  be  appointed.  I  understand 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  objecte  to  that. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  object  to  it  for  the  reason  I 
have  given.  I  think  the  members  of  both  Houses 
ought  to  be  on  an  equal  footing. 

Mr.  FISH.  They  are  both  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  by  the  bill.  If  the  Senator'firom 
Florida  will  read  the  section  as  he  proposes  to 
jamend  it,  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  wiU 


observe  that  both  Senators  and  Represenlativea 
are  put  upon  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  They  are  pot  upon  pre- 
cisely the  same  footing.    It  makes  no  difference. 

Mr.  BADGER.  But  they  are  not  upon  the 
same  footing  as  to  the  midshipmen  directed  to  be 
appointed. 

Mr.  FISH.  They  are  as  to  all  hereafter  to  be 
appointed. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  read  that  part  of  the 
section  as  it  will  stand  if  amended: 

''The  number  of  midBhlpmen  end  acting  midibipmeii. 
Includlnf  Uiom  of  the  Naval  Academy,  fhall  be  detennlned 
as  fotlowa,  to  wit :  one  shall  be  appointed  from  eecb  con- 

Siearional  dinrici  of  the  Unllad  States,  two  Jrorn  each 
uie,  ten  to  b«  appointed  by  ibe  President  at  larse,  and 
those  aultaorlied  by  UUa  act  Co  be  selected  tima  Ibe  boys  of 
Ibe  Navj." 

These  will  constitute  the  midshipmen  of  the 
Navy ,  and  both  Houses  in  this  respect  stand  alike. 
This  is  the  first  amendment  proposed. 

The  next  amendment,  suggested  also  by  the 
honorableSenator  from  Virginia,  contemplates  the 
striking  out  of  the  bill  the  retired  list,  called  the 
"  permanent  furlough  list,"  and  leaves  but  two 
modes  of  getting  rid  of  officers;  one  to  place  them 
upon  the  retired  list,  and  the  other  to  drop  them 
from  the  Navy  entirely.  The  third  section  is  made 
to  conform  thereto,  by  striking  out  the  words  "or 
permanently  furluugn,"  and  tlie  words  "and  of 
the  officers  so  furloughed  or  retired,  those  on  the 
retired  list  only  shedlbe  entitled  to  wear  the  naval 
uniform;"  and  the  words  relating  to  such  a  list 
wherever  they  occur. 

The  third  and  last  amendment,  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Virginia  suggested — and  I 
understand  he  suggeste  il  now  at  tne  instence  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy — is  to  strike  out  all  of 
the  seventh  section  after  the  word  "  assigned,"  as 
follows: 


"  The  dniiea  of  equipping  Ibe  vessels,  and  ofsapervising, 
reginering,  and  detailing  the  officers  and  men  of  the  naval 
service,  and  sncb  other  duUea  pertaining  to  ibe  serrlce  as 
the  Beeretsry  of  the  Nav;  may  direct;  and  the  orders  of 
such  baresa  shall  be  eoaaldered  as  emaaaUog  ftam  Ibe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  shall  have  full  fbree  and  offeei 
as  such,  snd  all  the  duties  ofssid  bureau  shall  be  perfbrmed 
under  bis  authority  and  supervision," 

And  to  insert  the  words, 

—such  duties  as  pertain  to  the  equipment  of  vessels  and 
detailing  of  officer*  and  men  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Seereury  of  ibe  Navy. 

I  think  that  is  a  mere  verbal  amendment,  which 
is  of  no  importance  either  way.  These  are  all 
the  amendmenu  suggested  by  uie  Senator  from 
Virginia  yesterday.  There  was  one  which  I 
desired  to  offer  upon  the  subject  of  the  assimilated 
rank  of  the  Navy.  It  was  agreed  upon  in  a  con- 
ference of  the  committees  of  the  two  Houses,  but 
1  was  unable  to  obtain  a  copy  of  iu  details  until 
this  morning.  I  now  propose  it  with  a  slight 
alteration.  The  assimilated  rank,  I  will  remark 
here,  has  been  a  subject  of  very  considerable  vex- 
ation in  the  Navy,  and  it  is  highly  important  that 
every  officer  in  the  service  should  have  not  only 
his  rank  and  duties  but  his  privileges  all  distinctly 
Isgislated  upon  and  fixed.  The  amendment  which 
I  propose  is  to  add  the  following: 

Sso.  10.  JImdheUJwrUer  enacttd.  That  the  aasimUaud 
ranit  between  itae  line  and  suff  officers  of  the  Navy,  shall 
bereanei  be  determined  by  the  Ibllowing  provisinns : 

1.  Surgeons,  purse'rs,  ebaplatns,  professors  of  rastbemat- 
les,  and  chief  engineer*  of  over  twelve  years  standing  in 
tlieirrespecUvegrades,  shall  rank  with  commsnders. 

3.  Surgeons,  pursers,  cbaptains,  professors  of  maibemal- 
les,  and  chief  enginei  rs,  under  twelve  years'  standing, 
shall  rank  wiOi  lieuleaants. 

3.  Passed  aaaistsat  suigsoDs  shall  raak  with  eommls- 
iiooed  masters. 

4.  Assistant  surgeons  and  flrst  ssaistani  engineers  shall 
rank  next  alter  commisslnned  masters. 

5.  Second  assistant  engineers  shall  rank  with  midship- 
men, nnd  third  assistant  engineers  next  afler  midshipmen.' 

6.  This  assimilated  rank  shall  In  no  case  confer  on  a  stall 
offleer  the  riglit  to  command. 

7.  Commanding  olllcera  of  whslever  grade  shall  Iske 
precedence  over  all  sialT  officer*  attached  to  their  command 
while  on  military  duty ;  under  other  circumstances,  preced- 
ence shall  be  r^ulaled  by  length  of  service,  as  beietoAire 
set  forth. 

I  will  observe,  in  regard  to  the  third  provision, 
that  the  words  "  commissioned  masters  "  are  put 
in,  because  it  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  to  confer 
a  commission  upon  the  rank  of  passed  midthip- 
men.  The  Seitator  from  Maine  asks  me  if  we 
have  chaplains  in  the  assimilated  rank  i  The  first 
provision  reads: 

Surgeons,  pursers,  ebspteins,  professon  of  msthesMlies, 
and  chief  engineers,  of  over  twelve  years  standing  iu  llieir 
respective  grades,  shall  rank  widi  commanders. 


Mr.  PRATT.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Senator,  if 
the  amendment  which  he  has  just  proposed  does 
not  conform  to  the  bill  of  the  House  which  we 
have  seen  printed  in  some  newspapers,  with  ths 
single  exception  pointed  oot  by  him  ^  I  under- 
stand it  does. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  1  understand  distinctly  that 
it  does.  My  design  was  to  make  it  so.  The  ex- 
ception is  this:  There  was  found  in  thepabliahcd 
report  of  the  bill  of  the  Hooss  a  provision  that 
on  trials  by  court-martial,  at  least  one  third  of  the 
members  composing  the  court  should  be  of  the 

Srade  of  the  officer  arraigned  for  trial.  1  eonsidsr 
lat  an  anomaly  in  military  practice.  I  believe  it 
does  not  exist  in  any  military  service. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  will  further  inquire  of  tb* 
Senator,  if  I  understood  him  correctly  in  our  inter- 
view, that  the  privileges  of  staff  officers  in  ths 
Army  are  similar? 

M  r.  M  A  LLORY.  That  is  my  understanding. 
The  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  per- 
haps, has  better  information  than  I  have  on  the 
subject.  By  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
I  proposs  that  the  question  be  taken  on  the  firat 
three  amendmenu  which  I  have  offered,  and  sep- 
arately upon  that  which  relates  to  the  aaairailated 
rank. 

The  qoestion  was  taken  on  the  first  three  Bmsad- 
menu,  and  they  were  agreed  to;  and  then,  on  the 
last  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

It  was  read  a  third  time;  and  pasaed  by  a  vote, 
on  a  division — ayes  24,  noes  11. 

TEXAS  DEBT. 
Mr.  QWIN.  A  bill  was  reported  tb*  other  day 

from  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  regard  to  im 
Texas  debt.  It  does  not  meet  with  my  approfaat 
tion,  I  am  sure  it  doe*  not  meet  with  ths  appro- 
bation of  that  committee,  and  I  therefore  move  to 
recommit  it,  because  I  believe  we  can  so  fnmt  a 
bill  and  bring  it  before  the  Senate  as  to  aeet  im 
approbation,  i  move  to.4tfce  up  the  bill  so  that  I 
may  submit  the  motion  IReoommit  it. 
The  motion  to  take  op  the  bill  was  agreed  tn,  and, 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GWIN,  it  waa  rccomnut« 
tad  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

HALP  PAT  TO  SUROEONS'  MATES. 
Mr.  PRATT.    I  desire  to  offer  the  foilowing 
joint  resolution: 

RmaUiid  i«  tk»  Stnatt  aad  HoMS  of  Rtmrustilmtimi 
a/  tkt  U«aed  States  in  Csagrest  at$€mtUd,  That  the  leso- 
ludon  or  the  ITlh  of  January,  1781,  regulating  tlie  allawaavs 
during  life,  la  lieu  of  half  pay  to  Ibe  utkeen  of  dM  bas- 
plial  depertment  snd  medical  sialT, shell  be  so  tussiiuid 
as  to  extend  to  ssrgeons'  males,  who  sbiUI  be  eaHiM  » 
receive  the  >sme  pay  as  by  said  rasolutioa  Is  sllowed  ■• 
hospital  physicians  and  surgeon*. 

The  resolution  of  the  17tk  Jaanary,  1781,  pro- 
vides as  follows  : 

"  Rfohtd,  Thai  all  officen  in  the  bospiial  depaitoieat 
snd  medical  staff  hereinafter  menUoned,wbo  shall  c«a- 
Unue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be  redaeej  belbra 
that  lim*  as  supernumeraries,  shall  be  cBtidad  lo,  aad  re- 
ceive during  life,  la  lieu  of  naif  pay  the  fnUowiag  aBov- 
aoce,  viz: 

"  The  director  of  the  hospital  equal  lo  the  half  pay  of  a 
lieutenant  colonel. 

<*  Chief  physicians  and  surgeee*  of  Ibe  Ansy  sad  hsepi- 
lal,  and  hospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  parvvyor,  apocbe- 
cary,  and  regiiBenlal  sargeons,  eaeb  equal  lo  ike  kalf  par 
of  s  esplsin." 

Notwithstanding  this  broad  language  oaed  in 
that  resolution,  I  onderstand  that  the  aceountinc 
ofBcera  of  the  Treasury,  following  the  rule  whica 
was  establishsd  shortly  after  ita  passsgc,  have  de- 
termined that  it  does  not  include  surgeons'  mates; 
so  that  all  the  surgeons'  mates  or  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  have  not  received  that  compenaatioa 
which  il  waa  the  manifest  design  of  Congress  to 
allow  them  bv  this  rcsolotion  of  1781. 

I  state  further,  that  in  every  case  in  which  appli- 
eation  has  been  made  to  Congress  by  8ui|^iis' 
mates,  and  where  Congress  has  acted  definitivtiy 
upon  them,  they  have  had  allowed  the  compensa- 
tion which  is  here  allowed  to  tb*  hospital  sur- 
geons. The  resolution,  then,  which  i  have  the 
honor  to  propose,  is  merely  to  direct  the  Depart- 
ment so  to  construe  the  original  resolution  ss  to 
make  it  extend  to  surgeons' mates.  I  may  say 
that  I  em  sure  there  will  be  no  difficulty  a«  lo  it 
in  the  mind  of  any  one  here;  and,  therefore,  I 
ask  that  the  resolution  may  now  be  conaidcTcd 
and  passed. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  most  move  the  reference  of 
the  resolution  to  the  appropriate  commitie*. 
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The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is  not  now 
in  onier.  The  resolution  oannot  be  introduced 
except  by  uDaoimous  conaent.  After  it  has  been 
introdacM  and  read  twice,  that  motion  con  be 
made. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  object  to  its  consideration, 
nnless  for  thepurpose  of  reference. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  ask  for  the  reference  of  the 
resolution,  if  oOS  objection  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
liie  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objeeUon, 
the  joint  resolution  will  have  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  object,  unless  the  second 
reading  is  for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

Mr.  PRATT.    That  is  the  object. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Then  I  withdraw  mj  objce- 
lion. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  seeoind  time,  and , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRATT,  referred  l«  the 
Committee  on  MilitaryaAffairs. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKkan,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to  aid  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  therein. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL  TETO. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order — the 
bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  several  States  of 
(he  Union  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  insane  per- 
•ons,  which  has  been  returned  by  the  Presioent 
of  the  United  States,  with  his  objections.  I  think 
we  can  dispose  of  that  question  to.day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  reconsider  the  bill. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  delivered  his  views  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  in  defense  of  the  President's 
veto  message. 

Mr.  BELL  followed  in  support  of  the  bill  and 
in  opposition  to  the  veto. 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  MASON.  If  the  Senator  wilt  give  way, 
I  desire  to  move  for  an  Executive  session.  With 
his  permission,  1  will  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  intended  to  conclude  my  re- 
marks to-day,  but  if  the  Senator  desires  it,  I  will 
yield. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedncsdat,  June  31, 1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Milborn. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  beg  leave  to  report  back  to 
the  House  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  that  they  may  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slats  of  the 
Union,  and  printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

BOOKS  FOR  MEMBERS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives: 

Clssk'i  OrncK,  Jtnu  SI,  1854. 

Sia :  The  action  of  the  Houae  o(  Repreneulsiivw  yemer- 
dajr,  reported  from  Library  CoinniUiite,  exnlainlory  of  ibe 
JUntrcMlalion  voting  bool[B,&c.,iipproved34lh  February, 
18M,  make*  it  obiicaiory  upoa  the  Cleric  lo  c'linme  the 
latter  to  a<  to  (tarniata  In  the  new  membera  nf  the  present 
HooM,  in  addilioD  to  the  Ixmlia  enUioated  fnr  in  my  com- 
munieatioa  of  the  I4th  Intlaul,  the  uoie  number  and  de- 
•eriplioo  of  bookt  aa  were  voted  to  the  members  of  the 
Senile  in  the  last  Congress,  and  nut  beretolOre  voted  to  the 
niembers  of  the  Hoase.  These  bonks,  and  the  numbers  of 
them  so  voted  in  the  Senate,  are  aa  Toliows:  Hickry'a  Con- 
nituUon,  one  hundred  and  aiziy-nne  copies;  Mayo  fc 
Moullon'a  Penaion  and  Bounty  Land  Laws,  eight  copies; 
Mayo'a  Treaaury  Regulations,  two  cnpipi. 

The  last  proviso  to  ttieresoiuUon  of  the  Hniise  oftheaoth 
ustant,  votes  dieae  books  in  tbe  same  numbers  to  the  old 
members  aa  well  as  to  the  new  members  orthe  Ilnune. 

Tbate  will,  Iberefbre,  be  Deeded  for  the  purchase  of 


books,  in  addition  to  the  estimates  transmitted  to  the  Hoqae 
on  Uie  I41h  inatant,  (45,171. 

The  detaila  of  tbe  above  amooat  are  aa  rollows : 
For  Bickey'a  Conatimtion. 

939  members  aiul  delegates. 

181  copies  to  each. 

38,479  copies  at  $1  per  copy 438,479 

Fur  Mayo  fc  Moullon'a  Pension  and  Bounty  Land 

Laws. 

ii39  memben  and  delegatea. 
8  copies  to  each. 

ijiii  copies  at  «3  50 8,693 

t45,171 


I  Iberefbre  beg  leave  to  recall  my  estimate  fi>r  books 
Iranauiiited  on  Uie  14di  Inatant,  and  to  aubstiiute  Ike  fol- 
lowing: 

For  booka  lo  the  members  of  the  House  of  the  Thirty. 
Third  Coagreaa,  by  the  Joint  resoiuUon,  approved  on  the 
S4lh  of  February,  1854,  and  by  the  reaolullaii  of  the  House 
oraoth  June,  1854,  «I99,S10  87. 

There  will  also  be  needed  lo  comply  with  the  resolution 
ofUie  House  of  the  38tli  of  September,  1850,  the  Ibllowing: 

For  Uongtesaional  Globe  and  Appendix  Of  the  Thirty- 
Third  Congreas,  for  the  House  library,  one  hundred  aela, 
at  nine  doliara  per  ael  for  the  Congress,  $900 ;  and  for 
binding  the  same,  600  volumes,  at  sixty  cents  per  volatne, 
«360.  ResprclAilly. 

J.  W.  FORNEY,  (HtrkHo.Rtp.  V.  S. 
Hon.LiMK  BoTD,  Sjfealttr  Uoutt  of  RxfrftntatiMt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PER  DIEM  AND  MILEAGE  TO  MR.  8N0D6RA88. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

AoolMd,  That  the  Speaker  be  authorized  lo  direct  the 
payment  to  the  widow  u(  tbe  Hon.  John  F.  Snodgtaas, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  Slate  of 
Virginia,  the  per  diem  and  mileage  due  to  him  at  the  time 
of  bis  death. 

The  resolution  was  received  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  ELIOT,  of  MassacbusetU.  I  desire  to 
present  a  resolution  of  the  same  character  in  rela- 
tion to  my  predecessor,  the  Hon.  Zeno  Scudder. 

The  resolution  was  read,  aa  follows: 

Rttohoti,  Tlwt  the  Clerk  of  the  House  he  directed  to  pay 
oat  of  the  contingent  fund  to  the  Hon.  Zeno  Scudder  iiis 
per  diem  and  mileage  as  a  member  of  the  Tbirty-Tbird 
Congress,  to  Uw  day  of  hia  resigaation. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Why,  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Scudder]  never  performed  the  travel, 
and  1  supposs  is  not  entitled  to  mileage, 

Mr.  WHEELER.  He  never  was  able  to  come 
here. 

M  r.  JONES.  I  believe  it  is  the  custom  of  this 
body 

Mr.  PRATT,  (inUrrupdng.)  I  was  about  to 
inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
whether  Mr.  Scudder  ever  took  his  seat  in  this 
House.'  If  not,  i  doubt  whether  he  is  entitled  to 
mileage;  not  that  1  have  any  doubt  of  his  being 
entitled  to  receive  compensation  for  his  time. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  is  the  custom,  I  believe,  and 
perhaps  the  law,  that  a  member  who  has  been 
detained  from  his  seat  in  consequence  of  aicknees, 
shall  receive  his  ^er  diem  allowance  That,  I 
think,  is  the  law.  But  it  certainly  is  not  the  law, 
nor  the  practice  of  the  House,  to  pay  mileage 
when  a  member  elect  never  comes  here,  never 
makes  his  appearance  in  the  House,  and  never 
performs  the  travel.  This  will  be  a  new  preced- 
ent, if  the  resolution  be  agreed  to,  and  it  will  be 
one  which  I  think  ought  not  to  be  set. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Masaachuaetts  will  not  encumber  my  reso- 
lution with  his,  which  is  leading  to  debate.  It 
is  a  distinct  matter  altogether,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  proceed  to  take  a  vote  upon  my  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  There  may  be  a  separate 
vote  taken  by  division,  I  suppose. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  vote  will  be  first 
taken  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  reply  to  the  inquiry  proposed  by  ttie 
gentleman  from  Connecticut.  [Mr.  Pratt.] 

■  Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  (interrupting.) 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  for  information  ? 

Mr.  ELIOT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  inquiry  I  wish  to 
make  is  this:  Whether  Mr.  Scudder  was  not  de- 
tained from  his  seat  by  an  injury  received  in 
coming  here?  t 

Mr.  ELIOT.    Yes,  sir;  he  was.  I 


Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  understand  that  Mr. 
Scudder  was  coming  to  take  his  seat  here,  but 
was  prevented  by  injury  received  on  the  way. 
He  was  thus  detained  at  noma  for  some  time,  and 
finally  concluded  to  resign  his  seat  in  Congress. 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  pass  ths  res- 
olution submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Whether  it  wiU  or  not  encumber  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia, 
is  another  question. 

[Cries  of^ "  auestion !"  "  ausation !"] 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Chair  that 
I  d  id  not  offer  my  resolution  as  an  amendment  to 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  butas  an  in- 
dependent resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  not  in  order  at 
this  time:  and  ie  not  before  the  body. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  withdraw  my  resolution 
with  pleasure,  until  that  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  acted  upon. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  fint  undentood 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  That  is  the  only 
form  in  which  it  can  lie  considered  at  this  time. 
The  question,  then,  is  on  the  resolution  offered,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.       *    - 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  now  ask  leave  to  offer  my  res- 
olution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Poller]  was  on  the  floor,  and  yielded  it 
through  courtesy  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Letcher.]  The  gentleman  from  Maine  is 
still  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  yield  the  floor  to  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts. 

PER  DIEM  AND  MILEAGE  TO  MR.  SCUDDER. 

Mr.  ELIOT.  I  now  asK  leave  to  offer  the  res- 
olution which  has  been  read  a  few  moments  since 
from  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (suggesting.)  Strike  out  ths 
words  "  contingent  fund." 

Mr.  ELIOt!  I  have  no  objection  to  adopt 
the  suggestion  made  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  who  is  better  acquainted  than  myself 
with  the  form  in  which  tbe  rAolution  should  be 
proposed. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  what  form  is  the  modifi- 
cation prnposed  i 

Mr.  ELIOT.  It  is  to  make  my  resolution  the 
same  as  the  other;  that  is,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  contingent  fund." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution,  as  amended, 
will  read  as  follows: 

Rtmtttd,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Ron.  Zeno  Scudder 
his  per  diem  and  mileage  aa  member  of  tbe  Thirty-Third 
Congress,  to  Ibe  day  of  his  resignation. 

Mr.  HILLYER.    I  desire  to  make  an  inqui-  \ 
ry  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Eliot.] 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  allow  the  Chair  to  interrupt  him  for  a 
moment  ?  The  Chair  would  inquire  out  of  what 
fund  he  is  to  order  this  money  to  be  paid  i 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Out  of  the 
nind  appropriated  to  pay  the  mileage  and  perdiem 
of  the  membera  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  In  the  same  way 
as  the  present  membera  are  paid . 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  fund  is  already  apK 
propriated ;.  and  if  Mr.  Scudder  had  come  here,  he 
would  have  drawn  his  pay  from  that  fund.  It 
should  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
been  here. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  doubted,  at  the 
moment,  whether  the  fund  could  be  drawn  fron^ 
in  that  way. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not  think  there  ia  any 
doubt  about  it. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  did  not  hear,  and  1  an^ 
sure  that  many  othera  on  this  side  of  the  House 
did  not  hear,  the  response  raa*r  by  the  (gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Eliot]  to  the  in- 
quiry of  my  colleague,  as  to  the  reasons  why  Mr, 
Scudder  never  appeared  here  tb  take  his  seat?  My 
colleague  inquired  if  Mr.  Scudflfcr  was  hurt,  or 
was  taken  sicK  upon  the  road.  I  heard  no  response, 
to  that  interrogatory,  and  I  think  it  is  import- 
ant. 

Mr.  ELIOT.    I  will  reply  to  the  remark;!  of 
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th*  gcDtknun  fVom  Ocorgui,  by  *a7iD|;  to  the 
HouM  that  after  Mr.  Scudder  bad  left  hia  home, 
on  his  way  to  Waahington,  he  itopped  at  a  towo 
in  Barnstable  county,  where  he  met  with  an  acci- 
dent which  has  detained  him  there  in  a  public 
house  from  last  December  until  this  moment.  He 
is  still  there. 

i Cries,  "  That  is  snoogh  I"  tad  <•  OuesUon !" 
lueetion  I"] 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution; 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

ADDITIONAL  BXTBNVI  CUTTIRS. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  ask  the  permission  of  the 
House  for  a  moment  to  permit  me  to  call  up  bill 
Mo.  343,  relating  to  revenue  cuttere.  I  wish  to 
state  to  the  House— and  I  inrite  the  particular 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Cobb]  to  my  apology  for  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  matter  now — that,  at  a  very 
early  day  of  the  eession,  the  Committee  on  Com- 
aseiee  reported  a  bill— which  is  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion—autnortzing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
10  purchase  or  contract  for  fouradditional  revenue 
cutters;  one  for  the  Charleston  station,  to  supply 
the  place  of  the  Hamilton,  which  was  unfortu- 
natenr  lost;  one  for  the  Texaa  coast,  and  two  for 
the  Pacific  cotuK  The  committee  are  in  poeees- 
sion  of  inforroation  which  they  regard  it  their 
duty  to  lay  before  the  House,  and  which  shows 
that  the  public  interests  of  the  country  are  suffer- 
ing now  for  the  want  of  these  cutters.  It  will 
necessarily  take  a  good  deal  of  time  to  prepare 
them  before  the  commencement  of  the  fall  season, 
and  for  thess  reasons  I  desire  to  have  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  bill  at  this  time.  The 
public  service  requires  it. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  should  have  no  objection  to  it, 
if  its  consideration  did  not  come  out  of  the  morn- 
ing hour.  The  committees  want  to  report,  and 
they  have  reports  in  which  ths  public  is  as  much 
interested  as  ther  are  in  those  revenue  cutters. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man, that  for  three  monthe  I  have  been  making 
ineffectual  efforts  to  get  the  bill  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  the 
bill  cannot  be  taken  up. 

BBPORT8  FROM  COMHITTBES. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRAIGB,  it  waa 
Oritni,  Tbtt  (he  C^orinee  oo  PoMIe  Balldlnga  as4 
Ofoandi  be  diwhtried  froa  Ibe  nmhereoniiilenUoBorilM 
petition  and  fftn  of  Cberle*  Williee  and  other*  for  dam- 
an* 10  cirtiun  land* ;  and  elM)  ftom  the  peUUon  and  paper* 
•r  certaiD  cilixen*  of  Indianapoll*,  In  reference  to  a  eoort- 


booa*  la  whleb  lo  bold  lb*  United  Bute*  court*,  fcc. ;  and 
that  Ui*  aame  be  relbned  lo  Itae  Comnille*  ua  tbe  Jadielarj. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee 
on  ths  Post  Oflles  and  Post  Roads,  to  report  back 
Senate  bill  (No.  344)  for  the  relief  of  James  Jef- 
fries and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  will  withdraw  my  objection  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  am  glad  ths  gentleman  from 
Alabama  has  become  satisfied  of  the  importance 
of  this  matter. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  do  not  withdraw  the  objection 
for  any  such  reaaon,  but  as  a  matUr  of  courtesy 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  object  to  the  gentleman's  prop- 
osition 

Mr.  O.  then,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Oflies  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back  SenaU  bill 
(No.  365)  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Kelly;  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committaeof  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  E  Wma.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamas 
Jeffries  and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith,  which  baa,  on 
moUon  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  been  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  is  one  which 
was  before  ths  House  some  months  ago,  and  upon 
which  there  ia  a  necessity  of  immediate  action. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  course  I  have  given  to  the  bill  will  accom- 
plish his  object.  Next  Friday  is  objection  day; 
and  as  it  is  a  plain  ease,  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  BWINO.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man as  to  this  being  the  best  disposition  ot  the 
bill.  I  move  to  reeoneider  the  vote  by  which  it 
was  referred  to  a  Committaeof  the  Whole  House. 
I  do  not  propose  lo  call  up  the  motion  at  this 
tims,  but  to  havsit  entered.  It  will  bereeolIecl«I, 


that  when  the  bill  waa  before  the  House,  many  of 
the  members  were  for  its  immediate  passage.  The 
queaiion  then  came  up  whether  it  ahould  go  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houee,or  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  it 
was  decided  in  favor  of  the  bill  that  it  should 
not  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  But,  eir, 
by  the  direction  which  has  now  been  given  it,  it 
will  be  placed  in  a  still  worse  position  than  if  it 
had  then  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  After  having  gone  through  an  investi- 
gation by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflies  and 
Post  Roads,  and  by  their  direction  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  will  be  placed  lower 
down  on  the  Calendar,  and,  therefore,  in  a  worse 
poeition  than  if  it  had  been  so  referred  when  it 
was,  on  a  former  occasion,  before  the  House. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana.  I  riae  to  a  question 
of  order.  I  submit  that  this  debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ^enUeman  from  Ken- 
tucky has  the  right  to  submit  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, and  have  it  entered;  but  not  the  right  to 
take  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  fh>m  Oiiio  to 
speak  upon  the  motion.  The  Chair  desires  to 
know*  whether  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  gives  up 
the  floor  fOr  that  purpose  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  No,  sir;  I  prefer  to  finish  the  re- 
porte  I  have  to  make.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
report  back  Senate  resolution  (No.  19)  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rebecca  Birdsall. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Cdmmittes  of 
the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Poet  Office  and  Poat  Roads  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Rnol—i,  Tbal  lb*  CommiRee  on  tba  Pnai  Offle*  and 
Put  Road*  be  allowad  a  clerk  (hini  Itae  (Mb  day  of  May 
Iwi,  at  Uie  oaual  compenaaUon  allowed  to  clerk*  of  Com- 
Biitlee*. 

I  wish  to  state  to  the  Houee  that,  from  the  date 
mentioned  in  the  resolution,  I  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  oflTer  the  reeolution.  Upon  eon- 
euftation  at  the  Post  Office  Department— and  I 
think  it  will  strike  the  good  senee  of  the  Houee 
in  the  eame  way — our  committeehave  determined 
to  bring  up  the  existing  post  routes  which  ars 
seatterra  through  the  laws  from  the  time  of  the 
establiahment  of  the  Poat  Office  Department  down 
to  the  present  time,  and  to  relinact  them  all  in  one 
bill,  so  that  when  an  application  for  the  esteblish- 
ment  of  a  new  route  is  presented,  we  shall  not  be 
compelled  to  go  over  all  the  laws  to  find  out 
whether  it  has  been  before  established.  We  pro- 
pose to  have  them  arranged  in  alphabetical  order, 
and  a  clerk  from  the  Poet  Office  Department  ia 
now  employed  upon  that  work.  Sucn  things  a^ 
continually  occurring.  Why,  sir,  a  single  route 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  has  been  at  least  seven 
times  enacted. 

Well,  now,  we  propose,  for  the  convenience  of 
ths  Post  Offics  Department  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Offics  and  Post  Roads, — and  it 
will  be  but  little  trouble, — to  bate  them  enacted  in 
one  bill  in  alphabetical  order  for  each  State.  We 
should  need  the  clerk  even  were  we  not  to  do  thia; 
but  having  the  clerk,  we  can  do  it  also. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  With  the  gentle- 
man's permission,  I  will  maks  an  inquiry.  I 
underetand  him  to  say  that  thers  is  one  routs 
which  lias  been  enactM  seven  times.  Did  they 
put  a  mail  on  that  route  for  every  tims  a  law  was 
passed  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  No,  eir;  your  law  requires  the  Post- 
master General  toadverliee  every  time  these  routes 
ars  made;  and,aBa  matter  of  oouree,  before  he 
put  on  the  aervice,  it  was  ascerteined  that  servics 
was  already  on  ths  route,  but  there  was  expenee 
of  advertisement  every  time  ths  route  was  snactsd. 
If  there  wss  some  such  plan  aa  that  now  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  and  recommended  by  the 
Department,  all  that  trouble  and  expenae  would 
be  saved.  In  addition,  I  wish  to  say  that  if  we 
did  not  propose  this  new  arrangement,  still  we 
would  have  need  for  the  clerk. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  wish  to  suggsst  a  modification 
of  ths  gentleman 's  resolution.  I  am,  and  always 
havs  been,  opposed  to  giving  these  clerks  to  com- 
mittees. If  it  were  neceesary',  I  could  give  the 
House  eatisfactory  reasons  for  that  opposition. 
Let  me  only  ask  why  committees  of  this  House 
should  have  clerks  when  the  condition  of  businsss 
is  such  that  thsse  committsc*  ars  itandiDg  bars 


for  months,  waitingopportnnity  to  report?  Wkil* 
thus  waiting,  ths  clerks  can  havs  nothing  to  do. 

The  point  to  which  I  rose  is,  to  suggest  that  the 
gentleman  should  fix  in  bis  resolution  the  time  at 
which  the  clerk  is  to  be  dismissed.  I  think  it 
highly  improper  to  allow  standing  committees  of 
this  House  clerks  from  the  beginning  to  the  ter- 
mination of  Congress.  Many  of  thsm  do  not 
psrform  one  hour's  service  during  a  month.  I  mmf 
that  such  a  system  is  wrong.  It  is  growing  iota 
a  system,  and  unless  we  put  a  stop  to  it  by  th« 
limitation  of  time  for  which  clerke  shall  be  allowed, 
and  let  committees  discharge  their  duties  ana 
then  their  clerke,  we  ehall,  in  less  than  fivs  ycaiBy 
have  a  clerk  for  each  and  every  committee  of  this 
House.  I  was  opposed  to  the  syston  from  ths 
beginning.  I  believe  that  it  is  wrong.  In  my 
judgment,  the  country  is  suffering  from  uis  wrong. 
1  am  here  now,  and  always,  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  I 
do  not  permit  the  gentleman  to  ask  me  a  question, 
and  then  to  answer  it  himaelf  Now,  as  I  claim 
to  be  a  Yankee  by  birth,  I  will  answsr  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  of  the  Committcs 
on  the  Public  Ijands,  by  aaking  him  when  that 
committee  jsroposes  to  (lisohargs  ite  derk  ? 

Mr.  COBB.  IwouiddoitW'day.  I  amrssdir 
to  answer  all  such  questions. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Lst  ms  say,  Mr.  Sbeaker,  that 
it  is  not  out  of  the  usual  courae  to  ask  for  a  eitrk 
for  ths  Committee  nn  the  Poet  Office  and  Post 
Roads.  In  the  laat  three  preeediag  Congiissss, 
the  committee  had  a  clerk.  Indeed,  sir,  I  ought 
have  come  here  at  the  commencement  of  this  se^ 
sion  and  been  justified  by  precedent  in  aaking  for 
this  clerk;  but  I  have  delayed  to  do  so  for  fivs 
months,  becauss  we  did  not  need  him.  It  is  only 
at  this  late  day  whan  we  so  need  hia  senriess, 
that  we  come  forward  and  ask  for  him;  and  ai« 
we,  becauae  we  have  not  asked  for  the  clerk  astil 
we  need  hia  services,  to  be  met  with  oppootioa 
from  the  gentleman  of  a  committee  which  now 
has  a  clerk,  but  which  never  had  one  bc£Me  this 
eession  of  Congrsss — a  committee  which  haa  not 
one  fourth  the  ouaineaa  for  a  clerk  that  our  com* 
mittes  has. 

The  gentleman  aeks  when  is  our  Amk  to  bs 
discharged  ?  Why,  when  are  clerks  for  commil- 
tees  generally  discnarged?  When  our  post  route 
bill  is  completed  we  shall  havs  bo  furtoer  use  for 
a  clerk,  and  I  am  willing  then  to  disebsrgc  him. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  that  1  can  settle  the  diffi- 
culty between  us.  I  believe  that  thegentlaaan^ 
committee  ought  to  havs  a  clerk  to  make  up  this 
post  route  bill.  It  will  not  require  Icmgsr  than  a 
week  to  do  so,  and  for  that  tims  1  am  willing  to 
allow  a  clerk. 

This  alphabetical  matter  is  aH  humbug,  ths 
whole  of  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  may  have  some 
spiritual  clairvoyance  which  I  have  not.  His  in- 
formation may  coma  to  him  in  that  way.  I  am  not 
supposed  to  have  such  spiritual  manifestationa.  I 
act  from  aober  reality,  and  say  that  thia  matter  is 
no  humbug.    We  need  a  clerk.    If  the  Hooas 

f°ve  it  us,  we  shall  be  grateful;  and  if  it  does  not, 
shall  smploy  one  at  my  own  expense.  I  now 
demand  the  previous  question  on  the  rssolotion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  ths  gsDlls- 
man  yield  to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  matter  has  been  sttflkisDtly 
discussed,  and  I  think  that  1  had  better  adhere  to 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  move  that  ths  rssolntion  b« 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  queation  waa  taken  upon  Mr.  Joni's  mo- 
tion,  and  it  waa  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  Uie  Houss  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  opoa 
the  teble. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question, 

Mr.  OLDS  demanded  tellers;  which  wer»  or- 
dered; and  Meesrs.  Cox  and  QacaNwooD  ware 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  As  telisrs 
rsported — ayes  75,  noes  43;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  would  be  better,  pet4iaps,  lo 
have  a  recount,  than  to  have  a  call  of  the  Hooss. 

Mr.  WHEELER.    I  object  to  a  recount. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  that  there  be  a  caU  of 
thsHouae? 

A  call  was  not  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  aseettain 
whether  tbeis  is  a  qaonim  prcssDL 
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After  a  eoant,  the  Speaker  annomiced  that  there 
were  one  hundred  and  fifky-eisht  member*  in  their 
■eala;  and  the  tellera  resumed  their  placet. 

The  queition  was  again  taken;  and  the  tellers 
leported — Kym  92,  noes  not  counted. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  paaaagc  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  (X)BB.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  th*  yeas  and 
nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  PcRMNt,of 
New  York,  and  Mattbsow,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellera  re- 
ported twenty-nine  in  the  affirmative,  (a  sufficient 
number.) 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  TE8TERDAT. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  ofTer  to  this  House  an  apology  for  a  breach  of 
decorum,  and  of  its  rules,  yesterday.  I  believe, 
sir,  that  those  with  whom  I  have  been  associated 
for  the  last  three  years  as  a  member  of  this  body, 
will  bear  testimony  that  I  have,  at  least,  tried  to 
be  respectful  in  all  my  intercourse  with  its  mem- 
bers, and  to  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  rules  of 
this  House;  and  I  hope  I  shall  always  be  found 
among  those  who  desire,  and  make  an  effort  to 
preserve,  the  order  and  decorum  of  this  body. 

Mr.  CDLLOM.  I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  unexpected  and  unprovoked  attack  made  upon 
me  yesterday  may  havs  precipitated  me  into  any 
violation  of  the  rules  and  order  of  this  House, 

I  have  endeavored,  during  my  service  here,  to 
maintain  kindly  relations  wiui  th*  members  of  the 
House,  and  to  observe  punctilliously  th*  rights 
of  all,  and  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  body  of 
which  I  am  a  member. 

Circumstances  yesterday,  over  which  1  had  no 
control,  and  which  I  had  contributed  nothing  to 
provoke  by  word  or  deed,  elicited  from  me  lan- 
guage which,  perhaps,  1  should  not  have  uttered. 
If  I  hare  violated  the  rules  of  this  body,  I  ask  ths 
House  to  be  assured  that  it  was  out  of  no  disrespect 
to  this  high  forum.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ebul- 
lition which  I  dis|>layed  upon  that  occasion  was 
elicited  by  the  exhibition  of  a  deadly  instrument, 
which  was  sxhibited  is  connection  with  the  re- 
marks that  were  made,  and  I  felt  constrained  to 
pursus  the  course  which  I  did. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  but  I  ria*  to  a  quas- 
tion  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gmUsman  from  Tan- 
nessee  has  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Then  I  withdraw  my  qnss- 
tion  of  order. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Ths  announcement  which 
^as  just  been  mad*  by  th*  two  gentlemen  from 
Tennessee  was  somewhat  unexpected  to  me; 
though  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  had  not  in- 
dulge*} the  hop*  and  expectation  that  both  these 
gentlemen  would  see  that  it  was  due,  as  well  to  their 
own  cbaraeter  and  honor,  as  to  that  of  ths  House, 
that  they  should  tsnder  to  the  House  the  apologies 
which  they  have  just  made  for  the  disorder  of 
yesterday.  But,  as  I  have  given  notice  of  my 
purpose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
question  of  privilcgs  in  connection  with  this  mat- 
ter, it  is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  indicau  ths 
course  I  had  intanded  to  pursue;  and  that  my  re- 
marks may  be  perfectly  in  order,  I  b*g  leave  to 
present  the  following  resolution: 

R—oUnd,  Thstswleeteommlueeor beappotnted  to 

investigsle  lbs  dimrder  whicti  ocearred  jrulenUjr  in  the 
BouM,  In  Ihe  lue  of  warm  wordi  and  Uiraateninf  gailurea, 
between  Mr.  Chuechwbll  and  Mr.  Ci^lloh,  membera  of 
tbia  Houae,  and  to  report  ibereon  to  Ibe'  Honae. 

No  one,  Mr.  Spcakei',  can  regret  more  than  I 
do  the  scenef  of  yesterday.  No  one  would  feel 
more  than  I  ^e  unpleasantness  of  the  necessity 
for  bringing  the  subject  to  th*  notie*  of  the  House. 
But,  sir,  holding,  as  I  do,  very  friendly  relations 
towards  both  these  gentlemen,  I  feel  that  I  could 
do  so  without  subjecting  myself  to  the  suspicion 
of  being  moved  by  any  unworthy  considerations. 

That  the  uss  of  warm  words  and  threatening 
gestures  is  a  breach  of  th*  privileges  of  ths  Houss 
cannot  be  doubted.  Sir,  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, not  merely  to  this  body,  but  to  the 
country  at  large,  that  debate  here  should  be  per- 
fectly free,  and  that  all  those  gentlemen  who  are 
capable  of  {Redding  light  upon  our  deliberations — 
and  thsr*  iue  nany  each  h*r*— should  b*  en- 


couragcd  to  offer  their  views.  There  ar*,  doubt- 
less, occasions  when  gentlemen  of  sensitive  minds 
would  be  restrained  from  an  expression  of  their 
judgment  upon  matters  before  us  from  an  appre- 
hension that  they  may  be  involved  in  heated  de- 
bate, and  subjected  to  contumely. 

it  was  well  said  by  a  member  of  the  British 
Parliament,  that  a  blow  struck  in  the  House  of 
Commons  was  a  blow  struck  at  the  whole  Com- 
mons of  England,  and  everything  that  is  at  all 
calculated  to  prevent  freedom  of  debate,  to  de- 
stroy the  consciousness,  the  assurance,  tlrnl  dis- 
cussion may  be  full  and  free,  without  subjecting 
ths  member  engaging  in  it  to  personal  risk,  or  to 
reproachful  epiuiets,  is  a  wrong  don*  to  the  whole 
people  of  the  country. 

While,  then,  sir,  it  is  clear  that  the  useof  such 
language  as  was  employed  yesterday  is  a  breach 
of  ue  privileges  of  the  House,  and  ought  not  to 
be  passed  without  notice,  there  is  more  embar- 
rassment, perhaps,  in  determining  as  to  the  pre- 
cise manner  in  which  these  violations  of  order  and 
privilege  should  bs  treated  by  the  body.  1  find, 
on  a  very  cursory  examination  made  this  morn- 
ing, some  cases  in  the  British  Parliament,  occur- 
ring nearly  two  centuries  ago,  where  disorderly 
conduct  upon  the  floor  of  the  House  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  body,  and  the  parties  offend- 
ing required  to  make  atonement.  In  the  parlia- 
mentary debates  I  find  that  where  hot  and  pro- 
voking discourses  and  gestures  occurred  between 
Lord  Cavendish  and  Sir  John  Hanmer,  the  mat- 
ter was  snded  by  requiring  every  member  to  pro- 
ceed no  further  in  anything  that  had  happened  in 
the  unfortunste  disorder  in  theQrand  Committee. 

In  another  case,  it  appears  that  Lord  O'Brien 
and  Sir  Thomas  Chickley  were  ordered  into  the 
custody  of  theSergeant-at-Arros  for  aquarrel  that 
had  happened  between  thenn,  on  a  division  of  the 
House,  in  which  blows  were  given.  In  another 
case,  in  the  year  1678,  blows  passed  between  Sir 
Jonathan  Trelawney  and  Mr.  Ash.  Th*  Speaker 
having  observed  th*  blows,  promptly  called  the 
attention  of^he  Hous*  to  th*  matl*r.  After  dis- 
cussion, in  which  propositions  war*  made  toieod 
the  offending  parties  to  ths  Tower,  and  to  expel 
them  from  the  House,  Sir  John  said:  "I  hum- 
bly ask  the  pardon  of  the  House  for  it."  Mr. 
Ash  said:  "  I  do  acknowledge  thatl  have  done  a 
great  fault,  and  I  humbly  ask  the  pardon  of  the 
House."  Another  case  occurred  in  1690.  Sir 
Thomas  Moropesson,  in  his  place,  asked  pardon 
of  the  House  for  assaulting  Mr.  Okedon,  in  th* 
lobby;  an  account  thereof  being  given  by  Mr. 
Piper  and  Colonel  Trelawney,  members  of  the 
House,  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arme  and  Door- 
keeper; and  the  Speaker  acquainted  Sir  Thomas 
Mompesson  "  that  the  House  bad  considered 
that  h*  was  an  ancient  member,  and  therefore 
were  very  indulgent  to  him  by  their  resolution, 
which  he  acquainted  him  with,  and  required  him 
to  ask  pardon  accordingly,  which  he  did  do." 

It  will  be  observed,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  not- 
withstanding the  diatribes  of  our  transatlantic 
friends  against  the  American  Congress,  and  other 
l^islative  bodies  in  the  United  States,  on  account 
of  these  disorderly  occurrences,  that  they  would 
not  look  in  vain  for  such  precedents  of  disorder 
in  their  own  parliamentary  history.  In  these 
cases  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Houss  was  sat- 
isfied with  the  tender  of  apology  by  the  offending 
member*.  In  our  own  Congre**,  too,  I  obssrv* 
that  there  are  several  simili^  eoasa  in  which  no 
further  proceeding  was  had  after  the  tender  of 
apology  by  the  parties  charged  with  the  offense. 
A  case  of  ths  kind  referred  to  occurred  between 
two  members  from  Tennessee  in  ths  year  1838, 
and  a  resolution  was  introduced  that  these  gen- 
tlemen do  apologize  to  the  House  for  violating  its 
privileges  and  offending  its  dignity.  After  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution  requiring  the  tender 
of  this  apology,  both  gentlemen  rose  iu  their  place* 
and  made  ample  acknowledgments. 

A  case  of  like  character  occurred  between  a 
member  from  Virginia  and  a  member  from  North 
Carolina,  in  the  year  1841.  Finding  then  that, 
in  similar  cases,  the  House  has  forborne  to  take 
any  further  action  after  the  tender  by  -the  offend- 
ing members  of  ample  and  eatisfactory  apologies, 
for  the  violation  of  its  order  and  rules,  I  had,  after 
deliberation  and  consultation  with  friends  around 
ms,  come  to  the  conclusion  to  withdraw  the  reeo- 
lution  upon  the  tender  of  apologies.  I  am  not 
unaware  of  the  imporlaDc*  of  prcventiag  th* 


recurrence  of  these  disordsriy  seen**.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  alteration  or  amendment  of  the 
rules  of  the  House  is  necessary  to  secure  this  de- 
airaSle  end.    If  it  be,  I  trust  it  will  be  soon  made. 

I  observe  that  the  Manual 

Mr.  ORR,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  allow  me  to  suggest  an  additional 
rule,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  necessuy  to  be 
adopted  by  the  House  7  It  will  settle  a  contro- 
verted question,  and  will  be  the  means  hereafter, 
in  collisions  between  members  upon  this  floor,  if 
they  should  unfortunately  occur,  of  bringing  the 

Suestion  directly  befor*  the  House,  and  investing 
le  Speaker,  beyond  a  doubt,  with  sufficient 
power  to  suppress  ths  difficulty  upon  the  floor. 
The  Speaker  does  not  possess  that  power,  cer-  , 
tainly,  now.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  rule 
which  I  suggest  for  the  adoption  of  th*  House. 
The  rule  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

If  anjr  member,  In  violaiion  of  tbe  rulea  of  ttae  Hooae, 
ahall  refuse  to  obey  the  order  of  tbe  Speaker,  made  In  cno- 
formity  therewith,  it  aball  be  tbe  duly  of  the  BpeaJcpr  to 
order  the  member  ao  offending  into  the  cnatudy  of  the  Ser- 
|eaB^at-Arta•,  to  be  dealt  with  aa  tbe  Hoaae  may  direct. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  suggest  a  modification  of 
the  rule  which  I  have  offered.  It  is,  that  the 
Spsaker  shall  be  "authorized,"  instead  of  that 
"it  ahall  be  his  duty." 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Will  my  colleague 
allow  me  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina a  question  ?  Can  it  be  possible  that  there  is 
any  douot  that  that  is  the  law  now  ? 

Several  Mimbcri.    None  at  all. 

Mr.  BAYLY  repeated  his  queetion. 

Mr.  ORR.  There  is  a  very  serious  doubt  on 
the  subject;  so  much  so,  that  the  present,  end,  I 
believe,  the  former  Speakers,  have  not  felt  them- 
selves authorized  to  direct  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
arrest  a  member  violating  the  rules  of  order  and 
decorum.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  certainly  has  no  such  power,  and 
it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  Speaker  has. 
When  there  is  disorder  of  this  sort,  and  the  mem- 
ber refuses  to  obey  th  a  order  of  tbe  Presiding  Offi- 
cer, it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  take  the  power 
of  ordering  his  arrest  into  its  hands;  but  ther* 
should  be  a  more  summary  remedy. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  was  on  the  point  of  stating 
to  ths  House  that  I  do  not  know  that  any  amend- 
ment to  the  pressnt  rules  is  necessary.  According 
to  the  Manual,  which,  by  one  of  our  rules,  is 
mads  the  law  of  the  House  in  all  cases  in  which 
it  does  not  come  in  conflia  with  the  standing  rulea 
and  orders, 

■■  Whenever  warm  worda  or  an  aaaault  have  paaaed  be- 
tween Membera,  the  Hooae,  for  the  proteclinn  of  their  meii>- 
bera,  leqiiirea  Ibem  lo  declare,  in  their  plaeea,  not  to  proao- 
caie  say  quarrel :  or  ordera  them  to  attend  tbe  Speaker, 
who  ia  to  accommodate  itaeir  differences,  end  report  to  the 
House,  and  they  are  put  onder  reatroint  If  tbey  refiiae,  or 
until  Uiey  do." 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  then,  that  under  the  ex- 
isting rules,  and  under  the  law  of  the  Manual,  the 
Speaker  and  the  House  may  now  exercise  this 
authority. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  I  have  a  reasons 
,  which  th*  gentleman  frorft  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Ork]  will  appreciate  without  my  indicating  it, 
why  I  prefer  that  th*  resolution  which  he  has  just 
now  introduced  should  not  be  considered  to-day. 
■  The  SPEAKER.  Ths  Chair  would  like  to 
understand  whether  or  not  theeentlemanirom  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Million]  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  him  to  introduce  his  resolution,  and 
whether,  therefore,  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  is  now  to  be  considered 
before  the  body  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  No,  sir;  I  stated  that  1 
jrielded  to  hav*  the  reaolution  read  for  informa- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.    Then  the  proposition  of  th* 

fentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  not  before  th* 
odv. 

Mr.  BOCOCE.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  could  not,  even  with  the  coneent  of  th* 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  present  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  rule*  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Igave  notice  to  the  Houae 
yesterday  that  I  would  call  its  attention  to  this 
subject  to-day.  It  was  my  purpose,  however, 
after  conferring  with  gentlemen  of  ability  and  ex- 
perience, to  withdraw  the  resolution  which  I  in- 
tandsd  to  offer,  if  th*  two  (*atlemen  should  do 
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what  they  have  done — lender  auiiable  apologie*  to 
this  House. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  say  anything 
in  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  original  contro- 
versy between  the  two  gentlemen.  I  know  nothing 
shout  it,  and  the  House  haii  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
We  should  confine  ourselves  to  what  occui:red 
in  our  presence,  and  not  inquire  into  the  merits 
of  any  controversy  which  may  unfortunately  exist 
between  these  gentlemen. 

Considering,ihen,  Mr.  Spsalier, that  heretofore 
legislative  bodies  in  this  country  and  in  England 
have  seemed  to  be  satisfied  wiih  the  atonement 
oiTered  by  the  members  offending;  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  similar  rases  of  disregard  of  the  rules  and 
order  of  this  House  have  occurred  even  in  the 
present  Congress,  and  have  been  passed  by  alto- 
gether unnoticed  by  this  House;  in-(he  hope,  too, 
that  some  means  may  be  soon  devised  by  which 
these  occurrences  may  be  prevented  in  future,  and 
by  which  members  may  be  apprised  of  the  re- 
sponsiblliiies  they  may  incur,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  fact  that  both  ihesegentlemen  have  tendered 
apologies,  which  I  must  regard 

Mr.  WHEELER,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to 
■sk  tl>e  gentleman  a  question.  I  understand  from 
one  of  those  gentlemen  that  deadly  weapons  were 
drawn  yesteraay.  Has  that  ever  been  done  before  i 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  know  nothing  personally 
of  the  fact. '  I  will,  however,  state,  as  the  gentle- 
man asks  me  the  question  whether  it  was  ever 
done  before,  that 

Mr.  WHEELER,  (interrupting.)  Have  you 
found  any  precedent  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  MiLLSON.  In  some  of  the  cases  which 
I  have  already  alluded  to,  soms  of  the  parties 
drew  their  swords  on  the  floor  of  tbe  House  of 
Commons. 

I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  resolution. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  resolution. 

The  SPEA  KBR  The  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Then  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Louisiana.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
how  this  resolution  ^t  before  the  House?  I  un- 
derstand the  resolution  has  been  withdrawn  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Milliom;] 
and  if  it  is  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
McMollik]  to  introduce  it  again,  I  object  to  the 
introduction  of  it,  and  insist  upon  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  itself  involvea 
a  question  of  privilege,  and  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  (  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  whether  the  resolution  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  or  whether  it  was  only  reed 
at  the  Clerk's  desk  for  information?  I  did  not 
understand  that  it  was  presented  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 

E resented  the  resolution,  and  withdrew  it,  as  he 
ad  the  riebt  to  do. 

Mr.  MiLLSON.  My  own  purpose  in  offering 

it  was  to  enable  me  to, address  to  the  House,  in 

order,  my  remarks,  which  would  otherwise  have 

been  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  firom  Vir- 

S'nia  stated  that  his  purpose,  in  offering  it,  was 
at  he  might  address  the  House  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMvLLni]  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  allow  me,  I  would  say  that  I  hope  be  will  not 
renew  the  resolution.  The  scene  of  yesterday 
was  a  painful  one;  but  the  gentlemen  have  come 
forward  this  morning  and  tendered  an  apology  to 
the  House,  and  I  think,  looking  to  the  precedents 
set  many  years  ago,  that  the  House  would  per- 
haps be  chargeable  with  treating  those  gentlemen 
harshly,  if  it  were  to  carry  this  investigation  any 
further. 

I  think  the  House  is  dispossd  to  let  the  matter 
rest  at  the  point  at  which  it  has  iiow  arrived.  I 
shall  on  Monday  make  an  attempt  to  introduce  a 
rule,  which,  if  adopted,  I  think  will  operate, to  a 
certain  extent,  as  a  corrective  in  fliture  in  refer- 
ence to  the  occurrence  of  such  difficulties.  I  hope 
my  friend  from  Virginia  will  not  press  his  resolu- 
tion at  this  lime. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  not  clear  as  to  the 
correctness  of  my  views  upon  this  question.  I 
am  free  to  confess  that  I  did  not  hear — although, 


perhaps,  I  did  not  hear  what  the  gentleman  said 
very  distinctly — that  explanation  which  was  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  my  mind  in  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  think  it  was  due  to  both  these  gentlemen 
that  the  maiter should  have  been  referred  loa  com- 
mittee for  investigation.  I  confess,  very  frankly, 
sir,  that  I  am  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planations which  have  been  made  by  these  gentle- 
men. I  am  the  last  member  in  this  House  who 
would  desire  to  see  the  rules  of  this  House  vio- 
lated. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  I  am  liable,  from  the  im- 
pulsiveness of  my  nature,  to  become  involved  in 
such  difficulties  as  much  as  any  other  member  of 
the  House;  but,  sir,  if  I  violate  the  rules  of  the 
House,  1  desire  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  House  in 
the  same  manner  that  I  wish  to  see  any  other 
> members  dealt  with. 

But,  sir,  I  find  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  members  around  me  in  reference  to  the 
policy  of  withdrawing  the  resolution  first  offered 
by  my  colleague  from  the  Norfolk  district,  and 
now  renewed  by  me.  Many  gentlemen  concur 
with  me  in  the  opinion  that  the  matter  between 
the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  ought  to  go  to  a 
committee.  But  I  will  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  House  longer  by  any  further  remarks.  Having 
expressed  to  the  House  my  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  will  rriinquish  my  purpose  of  pressing  a 
consideration  of  the  resolution ,  and,  at  the  instance 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  ask  the  House  to  allow  me 
a  single  moment.  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  if  the 
resolution  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Obr]  has 
indicated,  is  introduced,  I  shall  offer  the  folio  wing 
as  an  amendment: 

Rtiohed,  That  soy  member  who  Mnfs  Into  Itae  Hnme 
a  eoneealMl  weapon  •hsil  Ix  eipelled  by  t  two-third  vote. 

Retohed,  That  Itae  8ef|esot-al-AnDS  staall  caoM  to  be 
ereclFd  s  rack  In  the  totunila,  where  membera  who  are  ad- 
dicted to  the  earryini  of  concealed  weapons  •bell  be  re 
3 Hired  lo  pisce  Uiem  before  enlerlnt  Uiit  Ball,  and  Uist 
ley  ehall  b«  expoeed  lo  the  Inepecllon  of  the  ciuioiu  as 
long  a*  tbe  men  are  employed  in  IrgMalioo. 

The  reading  of  the  resolutions  was  greeted  with 
much  spplsuse  and  livughtcr. 

ANOTHER  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  WA8HBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  a  single  moment  to  a 
matter  of  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  object  to  any  further  per- 
sonal explanations. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.    Just  one  vonl. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    1  object. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  trust  the  gentleman 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  withdraw 
my  oMection. 

[Cries  of  "Oh!  withdraw  iU"] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  withdraw  my  objection,  if 
the  Houee  seems  curious  to  hsar  the  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.    I  renew  the  objection. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  By  whom  is  objsction 
made? 

The  SPEAKEI-  The  gentleman  has  no  right 
to  put  such  an  interrogatory  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  make  the  objection,  sir; 
and  for  good  reasons. 

SUPERINTENDENCE  NATIONAL  ARMORIES. 
Mr.  KBITT,  by  unanimous  conssnt,  from  the 
special  commitus  on  the  superintendence  of  the 
national  armories,  submitted  a  minority  report 
on  the  subject;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLERK  FOR  POST  OFFICE  COMMITTEE. 
The  SPEAKER.  On  the  resolution  allowing 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
a  clerk,  the  main  question  has  been  ordered  to  be 
now  put.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  also  been  or- 
dered on  its  adoption. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided  in 
tbe  affirmative — yeas  96,  nays  51;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaui.  Abercrombie,  Jama  C.  Allen,  Willi* 
Allen,  Appleion,  Aahe,  Oivid  J.  Bailpy,  Thoinaa  H. 
Bayly,  Barkidale,  Barry,  Bennett,  Breckinridge,  Bridgea, 
Caraibera,  Chamberlain,  Chandler.  Cbaetain,  Churcbwell, 
Clark,  Clingmsn,  Cook,  Cania,  Dawaon,  De  Witt,  Dow- 
dell,  Drum,  Eddy,  Edmanda,  Edmnndaon,  Thomaa  D. 
Eliul,  Everbart,  Parley,  Florence,  Giddinga,  Ooode,  Good- 
rich, Greenwood,  Grow,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haatlng^  Bill- 
Jer,  Howe,  Hugbea,  Hant,  Daniel  T.  loan,  1.  Glsncy 
onea,  Roland  Jones,  Rein,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Knrts,  Lamb, 
Latham,  Lindley,  IHcDonnll,  Macy,  Maxwell,  Milleon, 
Noble,  Nofton,  Olds,  Horifccai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer,  Par- 


ker, Powell,  Puryear,  Raeee,  David  RiteMe,  Thnjn 
Ritchey,  Eowe,  Shaw,  Shower,  BlngietoD,  Gerrii  ihotd^ 
l^amuei  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  William  R.  Smnb, 
Oenrae  W.  Smyth,  Frederick  P  Slaiiton,  Riehaid  B-  a«aa- 
inn,  Alexander  H.Stephena,  David  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
ThurMnn,  Tweed,  Upbam,  Vail,  Walker,  Waller,  EONn 
B.  Waahbume,  Wella,  Wine,  Daniel  B.  Wiigln,  Urn- 
drick  B.  Wright,  Yatea,  and  ZolUcofier— 98. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Belclier,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Campbell, 
Carpenter,  Vbriaman,  Cobb,  Cotqnitt,  Corwta,  Colloa, 
Camming,  John  O.  Davis,  Thoinaa  Dsvla,  Dgnhaari,  Eaaa- 
man,  Ellison,  Etheridge,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Hamlllaa,  Aaewi 
Harlan,  Andrew  J.  Harlaa,  Harrlaon,  Haven,  Heodricka, 
Uenn,  Ingeraoll,  George  W.  Jonce,  Knox,  McCoUoeb, 
McMalHa.Mayall,  Middleawanb,  Morgan,  Peek,  Penua*- 
lon,  Phelpa,  Pralt,  Prlngle,  Ready,  Ruen,  Rnae^l.  Sa*^ 
Seward,  Skeltnn,  NaUianiH  O.Taylor, Tracy,  1  rout,  Vaa- 
aant,  Tappan  Wentwonta,  and  Wheeler-^1. 

So  the  retolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON,  by  onanimoos  eonaent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  abiH, 
which  was  read  a  first  anil  second  time  by  iia  title, 
OS  follows,  referred  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  made  the  order  of^  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  accompanying  report,  ordered  lo 
be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Don  Juan  Vigil,  of  New 
Mexico. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  ralsa  be  sus- 
pended; and  that  the  House  resolve  itaetf  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa. 

[Here  ssverol  messages  were  received  from  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  by  Mr.  SamT 
Webstek,  his  Piivau  Secretary.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  suppose  ihsM  messaj^ 
ought  to  be  disposed  of  at  once,  and  I  tbereurc 
withdraw  the  motion  to  go  into  commiltac. 
THE  GADCDEN   TREATY. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  then 
laid  the  following  message  liefors  the  House: 
n  Ma  Heiue  a/  Rtfre$€HttiHrei : 

I  have  received  Iniormaiion  Ibat  IbeGavensteM  of  Mex- 
ico baa  agreed  lo  the  several  amendmeala  pcopoced  ^  the 
Senate  to  ihe  treaty  between  llie  UnlMd  Stales  aad  dw  Re- 
pobllc  of  Mexico,  signed  os  tbe  SIMi  of  December  la«,  aad 
liaa  anihorlsed  lu  Envoy  EsnaordinatT  lo  IMa  Oortiyaxat 
in  exchange  the  raliHealloas  Ihen  or.  Tbe  Haw  wiikui 
which  the  ratifieaiioii*  can  be  exetaanged,  will  expire  o« 
tbeSDibinalam. 

There  la  a  provMon  in  the  treaty  for  (he  payawat  by  (ba 
nailed  Slatea  lo  Mexico  of  Uie  aam  of  1pfi»p»  am  Ike 
exetaange  of  ratitteaiiona,  and  ihe  furtber  aun  o(tli^>at,tO» 
when  the  boundariea  of  the  ceded  lerrimcie*  atiall  be  aet- 
Ued.  To  be  enabled  lo  comply  wiib  tbe  adpalaiiea,  ac- 
cording to  the  terma  of  Uie  ireaiiy  rdalive  lo  ibe  paymiais 
therein  meoUoned,  it  will  be  neceaaanibsi  Ceagnas 
abould  mske  sn  sppmpriailOB  of  ^,000,00a  liir  that  par- 
pose,  belbre  the  30th  imiaal,  and  also  ibe  Amber  warn  of 
#3,000,000,  to  be  paid  when  Ihe  boundaries  ahall  be  calsb. 
Ilahed.  I  therefore  respeeifiilly  reqnen  thai  these  saaa 
may  be  pat  at  the  diapoaal  of  ihe  Executive. 

I  herewllh  tranamit  to  Ihe  Booae  of  Repraacaaiivea  a 
copy  of  tbe  ssid  treaty. 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE. 

WASBinaTos,  Jmu  iW,  ISM. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  refer  the  commo- 
nication  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  that  it  be  printsd ;  and  upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  previous  question. 

Ths  previous  ousstion  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  than  tiJien  upon  Mr.  Hein- 
toh's  motion;  and  it  was  agreed  lo. 

EXPULSION  OP  THE  GREEKS  FROM  COR* 
STANTINOPLB. 

The  SPEAKER  then  bid  before  the  Hoowa 
message  from  the  Pr^ident  of  the  United  Suies, 
transmitting  a  report  from  the  Seerttarvof  Suic, 
with  accompanyingdocuments,  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  House  introduced  the  30th  ul- 
timo, and  containing  the  speech  of  the  American 
Minister  at  Constantinople  upon  his  preaenutioa 
lo  the  Grand  Turk,  and  the  correspondence  of  the 
Minieter  touching  the  expdision  or  the  Greeks  at 
Constantinople. 

The  communication,  on  motion,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

FOREIGN  INTERVENTION. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  and  accompanying  papers, 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  introduced  the  24th  of  April 
last,  requesting  the  President  to  communicale  lo 
the  House,  if,  in  his  judgment,  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  the  instructions  referred 
to  by  President  Monroe  in  his  annual  message, 
as  to  the  right  of  foreign  nations  to  interfere  ia 
th«  affairs  of  this  continent. 
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The  communication,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  ' 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  renew  my  motion 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Ork  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  House  bill  No.  48,  "  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  %ivil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  June, 
1855." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  question 
is  upon  the  following  amendment  oSered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Prcstoh:] 

For  completing  Uie  ctulom-boiueal  St.  Loul*,  Miisouri, 
9loo,uoo. 

For  campletiDf  ibe  cnstom-bouM  at  Monile,  Alabama. 
^'i.OOO.  ' 

For cumpleUng  the  etulombouw  at  Cincinnati, Ohio, 
#40,000.  '         ' 

For  completiBg  (he  euMombooM  at  LotdsvUle, Ken- 
(ncky,  940,000. 

For  coinpletiat  the  cuilom-boiue  at  Baaior,  Maine, 

%ao,wu. 

Pot  coefiplellog  the  eutooi-taoiue  at  Batb,  Maine, 
«SO,u«0.  ' 

For  completiDg  the  caatom-booie  at  WUmlnston,  Dela- 
ware, 1|I9,000. 

To  purchaae  a  i4te  Tor  lbs  eanom-bouee  at  Providence, 
Bbode  Island,  984,000. 

Debate  on  the  amendment  having  been  ex- 
hausted when  the  committee  was  lest  in  session, 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  a  pro  forma  amendment 
to  increase  the  appropriation  one  dollar,  and 
said: 

This  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  containing 
these  various  items  of  appropriation,  has  been 
before  the  Uouee  several  umes;  and  I  think  the 
objects  of  the  appropriations  are  well  underatood 
by  the  House.  They  come  recommended  by  as 
many  titles  as  have  ever  been  given  in  favor  of 
any  appropriations  put  into  any  bill.  In  the  first 
place,  thsy  come  recommended  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  annual  messa^  to  Congress.  In  the 
next  place,  they  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
House  in  separau  and  distinct  votss.  They  have 
also  received  the  sanction  and  the  vote  of  the  Sen' 
ate;  and  ther  have  likewise  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Cfommittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But 
we  have  been  very  unfortunate  in  not  finding  a 
■nitable  place  in  which  to  put  this  amendment. 
We  are  like  the  guest  whom  every  one  is  willing 
to  see  brought  to  the  feast,  only  that  thsrs  is  no 
chair  for  him.  Let  hini  sit  down  in  whatever  chair 
be  may,  he  finde  that  the  place  is  prelMigaged. 

At  last  we  have  got  now  to  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill;  and  that  is  precisely  the  place  where 
the  original  appropriations  were  made,' and  is  also 
the  place  in  which  they  have  been  sometimes  con- 
tinued. We  wish,  then,  to  save  this  chance  of 
putting  the  appropriations  into  this  bill  where  they 
originated;  and  ir  we  lose  this  chance,  we  are  de- 
feated altogether.  We  can  hardly  expect  to  get  a 
mparate  bill  through  for  this  purpose  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  i  have  ooly  to  say,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  it  requires  almost  forty-one  page* 
of  printed  matter  to  comprise  these  appropriations 
for  all  paru  of  our  America,  except  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mieaissippi— except  the  Mississippi 
river  itself— with  these  custom-houses  which  are 
DOW  yielding  more  revenue  than  is  collected  in 
•ome  of  the  custom-houses  uf  the  Atlantic  board, 
for  which  large  appropriations  are  mode  without 
the  Slightest  hesitation. 

We  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  will  not  lose 
this  last  chance  of  doin|j  a  little  for  this  great  Mis- 
sissippi river,  which,  in  the  present  improved 
Mate  of  navigation,  is  actually  a  prolongation 
of  the  sea;  actually  a  communication  with  all 
parts  of  the  world,  in  carrying  our  foreign  com- 
merce, as  well  as  our  domealic  commerce.  We 
hope  that  that  consideration  will  be  sufiSeient  to 
induce  the  committee  to  legislate  these  appropria- 
tiona,  which  have  so  often  received  the  deliberate 
judement  of  the  House  and  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  did  not 
hear  the  gentleman's  amendment  read,  nor  do  I 
know  what  it  is.  I  am,  however,  opposed  to  any 
amendment  patting  in  these  custom-houses.  The 
matter  has  been  discussed  so  thoroughly  here,  that 
I  presume  the  House  understands  Uie  merits  of  it 


aa  complrtely  as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  do.  I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  to  get  along  with  this  bill, 
and  therefore  I  hope  the  House  will  come  to  a  vole 
on  this  matter  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BENTON,  by  unanimous  ronseiit,  then 
withdrew  his  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Preiton,] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Pratt  and 
Cask  IE  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
made  reports  by  installments,  understood  to  be — 
ayes  68,  noes  66. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  call  for  a  recount,  if 
there  is  any  doubt  as  to  how  the  vote  stands. 

Mr.  PRATT,  (one  of  the  tellers. )  There  were 
sixty-eight  in  the  affirmative  and  sixty-six  in  the 
negative,  aa  near  as  I  can  make  it  out. 

Mr.  PECK.  1  understand  the  tellers  do  not 
report  positively. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  will  say  to  the  House  that  it 
ia  impossible  for  tellers  to  keep  a  correct  account, 
so  long  as  members,  after  the  votes  in  the  affirm- 
ative and  negative  are  announced, continue  to  come 
up  and  vote,  one  in  the  affirmative,  another  in  the 
n^ative,  and  a  dozen  at  a  time;  some  on  one 
side,  and  some  on  the  other.  No  man  can  keep 
an  account  under  such  circumstances. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to  in- 
qnirs  of  the  tellers  if  they  are  able  to  report? 

Mr.  PRATT.  1  aay  that,  as  far  as  I  can  make 
it  out,  there  were  sixty-eight  in  the  affirmative, 
and  sixty-six  in  the  negative;  but  I  cannot  swear 
to  it.    rLaughter.l 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  ask  the  Chair  if  the  tellers 
have  not  reported  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  They  have  made  an 
equivocal  report.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CASKIE,  (one  ol  the  tellers.)  I  will  state 
to  the  Chair  that  we  did  a°;ree  in  our  count;  but 
that^in  consequence  of  the  confusion,  we  were 
not  so  absolutsly  certain  as  we  should  otherwise 
have  been. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  vote  stands 
sixty-eight  in  the  affirmative,  and  sixty-six  in  ihs 
negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LATHAM .  1  oflTer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  parchsfing  a  lot  on  which  lo  build  a  enstom-hoiue 
in  Ban  FrandMO,  Califoraia,  #1SO,000. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  say,  in  advance,  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  economy  for  the  General  Gov- 
ergpient  to  buy  a  lot  on  which  to  build  a  cuetom- 
bouse  in  San  Francisco.  The  Government  is 
now  paying  |II7,600  per  annum  for  rent  of  the 
custom-house  in  San  Krancisco — as  follows:  for 
custom-house  proper,  we  pay  (^2,000  per  month 
'  rent,  for  appraiser  a  office,  §1,800  per  month,  and 
for  three  warehouees  we  pay  f6,000  per  month, 
amounting  in  all  to  |9,800  per  month,or  |117,600 
per  annum  in  the  way  of  rent,  to  collect  the  reve- 
nue in  San  Franciseo. 

Now,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  has  been  some 
difficulty  connected  with  the  title  to  the  lot  in  San 
Franciseo  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  build  the 
custom-house.  I  am  pleasM  to  say  that  such  dif- 
ficulty is  now  rsmoved,  and  the  General  Govern- 
ment can  secure  a  valid  title  to  it  by  paving 
§150,000  to  the  State.  The  Slate  set  up  a  title  to 
It,  and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  entertained  by  any 
one  that  ehe  had  a  large  interest  in  it.  The  Legis- 
lature of  California  have  recently  passed  an  act 
ceding  its  interest  to  the  General  Government, 
upon  th«payment  of  the  one  half  of  its  assessed . 
value.  Well,  sir,  the  United  States  appraiser 
general,  and  the  preeident  of  the  board  of  State 
land  commissioners,  have  fixed  the  value  of  the 
entire  block  proposed  to  be  ceded  as  follows:  The 
value  of  entire  block  at  §500,000;  the  value  of 
the  leasehold  interest  of  the  United  States  at 
§200,000;  and  the  interest  of  California  at  §300,000. 
Upon  this  question  of  the  value  of  this  block ,  let 
me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  follow- 
ing message  of  the  Governor  of  California,  and 
two  assessments  inclosed  to  me  by  the  Governor: 

EiccOTivB  DaVAETKiirr,  > 

UmiclA,  .January  IS,  1854.  ) 
Td  tin  Senate  tttut  JluemUy  of  CsH/arnla.- 

1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  tnumuit  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  t)ie  Boud  of  California  Laud  Commit  - 
•ionan,  in  risIaUon  to  the  preaent  actual  value  of  certain 


property  in  IheTlty  of  San  FranciM;o,  known *aa  the  '*Ctu- 
torn  House  Block  **  , 

Th«  conimiitifiiini'rs,  it  will  be  seen,  eatiindle  the  value 
•  if  Uie  property,  on  which  ilie  General  Ooverniuent  desire 
to  errcl  s  c-uatuni  -hnu  e,  at  $5OU,0au. 

It  is  proper  here  tn  state  that  this  estlmaie  is  deemed  by 
many  well  inlormed  citizens  as  very  reasonatili-,  and  ihut 
ihc  property  at  any  time  would  coniuimnd  a  nireater  amount 
in  cash  at  public  sale- 
Five  boiidp  d  thousand  dollars  is  certainly  a  large  amount 
III  be  ai  this  time  diverted  from  the  means  relied  upon  tu 
liquidate  the  debt  of  the  Btaie,  and  relieve  our  people  from 
burdensome  laxaiion,  and  1  therefore  hope  that  the  Slate's 
interest  in  Ibis  valoable  properly  will  not  be  released  by 
her  agents,  uiiUI  it  can  be  dune  without  piejudieeto  the 
credit  of  the  State  of  California  and  welfare  oi  the  people. 

Id  view,  also,  ot  the  fhcl  Ihat  this  properly,  by  s<*lemn 
acts  of  the  Legislature,  sunds  idedged  lor  existing  Stale  in- 
debtedness, it  is  at  least  questionable  whether,  in  Justice  to 
the  creditors  of  the  Sute,  it  can  be  donated  to  the  General 
Oovemmeni  onlll  the  debt  for  which  it  baa  been  pledged 
shall  have  been  paid. 

A  large  amount  of  the  existing  debt,  ae  ia  well  known, 
was  Incurred  by  the  State  in  defending  her  people  in  the 
years  IB&O  and  IBSI  against  Iwsiile  Indians,  the  annual  in- 
terest upon  which  now  amounts  to  the  sum  of  967,495  69, 

This  debt,  principal  and  interest,  it  ismainiained,shauld, 
in  Jttsiice  to  Califoriiia,  be  assumed,  tn  some  form,  diuing 
thepresenl  session  of  rongress. 

The  aatumptionof  the  war  debt  and  the  reatorallon  of  the 
<■  civil  fund  "  wouM,  it  is  believed,  place  the  Dnaoces  of  the 
State  In  a  condition  to  Jimiiy  the  donation  of  this  property 
to  the  Oeaeral  Govemmeol,  and  atill  preserve  Inviolate  the 
pledged  faith  of  the  Bute. 

But  should  Congress  fkit  or  teniae  lo  aanetlon  the  Jnst 
elaime  of  the  State,  the  agents  of  California,  sitboiigb  anx- 
ious lo  this  matter  to  favor  the  General  Government,  and 
Ihcilitate  the  erection  of  pablie  buildinp,  will  beeompelled 
to  carelhlly  husband  and  Judiciously  apply  all  her  tesourcea 
until  her  entire  indebtedness  shall  beve  been  paid. 

It  is  true  Ihat  other  Slates  of  the  Confederacy  have  un- 
condilionally  released  to  the  General  Government  their  title 
to  property  for  similar  purpoeea,  but  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  property  so  released,  as  in  this  ease,  was  of  great 
value,  or  thai  eireumstances  existed  impefalively  reqiuriiig 
the  Stale  to  guard  carefully  her  sources  of  revenue,  and  tu 
apply  the  proeeede  in  payment  of  liabilities  previously 
Incurred. 

The  history  end  condition  of  California  are,  indeed,  pe- 
cnUar.  Ilerezigenoies  have  hitherto  been  wiiliont  parallel ; 
and  In  legtslatiiig  for  her  wauls,  it  Is,  therefore,  clear  Ihat 
we  cannot  be  guided,  in  all  cases,  by  precedents  psiablished, 
in  the  common  comae  of  events,  lo  the  other  States  of  the 
Confederacy. 

It  is  deemed  proper.  In  this  connection,  lo  slate  that  the 
correspondence  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  in  re- 
gard to  the  properly  in  question,  addressed  to  the  Eieca- 
tive,  as  stated  in  a  communication  presented  to  the  Senate 
OB  the  13th  instant,  has  never  been  received  by  me. 

JOHN  BIGLEH. 

Ban  PSAROiaco,  CAUroaaiA,  January  18, 18S4. 

Bia :  General  Deaver>s  favor,  of  date  16tb  January,  la 
received,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  replying. 

Judging  from  the  prices  ntfered  fur  similar  property  to  the 
block  bounded  by  Waslitngton,  Jackson,  Sansome,  and 
Battery  streeu,  in  this  ciiy,  we  think  Uiai  block,  with  liile 
undisputed  and  the  immediate  posseasioo,  would  be  well 
worth  fVom  Ave  hundred  and  llfty  thousand  ($350,000)  to 
six  hundred  and  Ally  thouvand  ($S9O,0OV)  dollan. 

Wa  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 
PALMEB,  COOK  fc  CO. 
Boo.  Jobs  BtsLsa,  OoMmor  o/  Slate  of  CaUffmia. 

Saa  PaiRclsco,  Janaarjr  16, 1SS4. 

Sir  :  In  answer  lo  yonr  Inquiry  as  to  the  value  of  lbs 
Mock  in  Ibis  city  bounded  by  Jackson  street  on  the  north. 
Battery  street  on  the  east,  Wasbingtoo  street  on  the  south, 
and  Sansome  street  on  the  west,  we  have  to  say,  thai,  ftom 
actual  sales,  with  ftrfeet  tillee,  around  this  property,  it  is 
worth  at  present,  in  round  numbers,  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Ofconrse,ifsoldnow,  It  would  not  bring  the  Slaw 
Ihat  amount,  in  consequence  of  the  lease  of  Palmer,  Cook 
&  Co.  Kemove  all  conflicting  claims,  and  it  will  readily 
bring  the  above-mentioned  sum. 

Very  respeclAilly,  SELOVEB  h  STNTON, 

Real  Ettate  •4u€tioneen, 
Governor  BiOLsa. 

From  these  communications,  it  will  appear  that 
the  assessmentof  the  appraiser  |;eneral  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  and  president  of  California  land  com- 
mission, IS  not  stall  large  or  extravagant.  A  mors 
liberal  donation  has  not  been  msdeby  any  State 
of  the  Union  to  the  General  Government  for  build- 
ing a  custom-house.  Why,  sir,  in  1833  the  Gen- 
eral Government  paid  §19  35  per  square  foot  for 
a  lot  on  which  to  build  a  custom-house,  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  in  Boston  §17  65  per  square 
foot  was  paid,  in  1837;  and  in  Charleston,  for  the 
same  purpose,  in  1839,  there  was  paid  §6  68  per 
square  foot.  But  in  this  instance  the  State  of 
California  gives  to  the  General  Gh>vernment  a 
valid  title  to  a  lot  for  building  a  custom-house,  at 
the  rate  of  less  than  two  dollars  per  square  foot. 
Why,  but  recently,  for  purchasing  an  assay  office 
in  New  York  city,  we  paid  §535,000  for  a  lot 
but  thirty-five  feet  on  Wall  street  by  eighty-five 
feet  deep,  or  at  the  rate  of  §118  per  square  foot. 
Now,  then,  here  is  a  lot  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
metropolis  of  the  Pacific,  amounting  to  an  entire 
block,  and  facing  on  four  important  streets,  and  in 
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the  Tery  midatof  the  buiincM  portion  of  that  city, 
for  which  t|ie  Qovernment  will  have  to  pay  Icaa 
than  two  dollars  per  square  foot.  In  a  few  years 
it  will  be  worth  to  the  Government  (3,000,000  or 
$4,000,000.  Will  this  House  refuse  to  pay  this 
small,  begg:arly  sum  totheSiateof  Californu,  for 
iis  interest  in  this  lot,  so  generously  conceded  by 
the  terms  of  its  legislative  act  to  the  Government? 
AVhy,  we  pay  now  a  larger  revenue  in  the  Treas- 
ury than  any  State  of  the  Union,  excepting  only 
Kew  York.  It  is  probable  that  Massachusetts 
may  exceed  us,  but  I  doubt  it.  la  the  Pacific 
coast,  then,  to  be  denied  this  custom-house,  be- 
cause Califori}ia  will  not  give  all  its  intereet  to  the 
General  Government,  after  the  lucid  statement 
made  of  the  case  by  the  Governor  in  his  message. 
You  have  already  expended  near  |100,000  in 
piling  this  block;  and,  in  addition  to  this  loss, 
the  General  Government  must  continue  to  pay 
|1 17,600  per  annum  rent  to  collect  the  customs  in 
San  Francisco.  Let  ua  see  if  even  this  sum  will 
be  denied  us. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  better  for  the  gentleman  to  mod- 
ify his  amendment  so  as  to  direct  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  ascertain  whether  a  lot  in  San 
Francisco  can  bepurchasedor  not.  Thedifficulty, 
I  understand, in  erecting  a  custom-house  there,  has 
been  in  procuring  a  site  for  it.  Until  we  do  know 
what  K  IB  we  can  do,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
acting  in  the  dark  in  makinc  this  appropriation  for 
a  sita  The  information,  I  suppose,  coitid  be  ob- 
tained by  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which  is 
now  very  close  at  hand.  When  we  receive  it,  we 
can  act  underatandingly.  It  is  important  that 
there  should  be  a  custom-house  there,  and  there 
will  be  one  there,  no  doubt,  on  a  prettjr  large  ecale. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  We  can  act  advisedly  now, 
because  the  Legislature  of  California  has  passed 
a  law  ceding  allintereet  in  the  lot  to  the  General 
Oovernroeni  on  payment  of  flSO.OOO.  That  law 
has  been  signed  by  the  Governor,  and  is  now  in 
the  bands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There- 
fore it  was  1  made  this  motion  of  amendment. 
The  interest  in  the  lot  can  only  belong  to  the  Gen- 
eral Govetnment.  or  the  State,  because  it  is  below 
high  water  mark,  it  comes  within  purview  of 
the  law  of  Congrees  ceding  overflowed  lands  to 
the  State.    There  is  no  douht  of  title  in  the  world . 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  move  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  something  of  this  sub- 
ject. This  particular  lot  ia  one  about  which  there 
IS  not  the  slightest  difficulty,  so  far  as  the  title  is 
concerned.  It  was  recently  appraised,  by  persons 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  at  f300,()00.  The 
committee  will  understand  that  the  State  |;overn- 
ment  of  California  has  had  some  little  difficulty 
about  the  title  to  this  site.  It  was  claimed  by  some 
that  that  State  ought  to  give  the  General  Govern- 
ment a  site  for  the  erection  of  this  edifice.  Cali- 
fornia could  not  see  any  justice  in  that  claim;  nor 
do  I;  but  the  Legislature,  after  fixing  the  title  to 
the  lot  selected,  agreed  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ehould  have  it.  It  was  appraised,  ae  I  have 
said;  and  to  show  the  liberality  of  that  State,  the 
Legielature  agreed  that  the  General  Government 
should  have  the  lot  for  half  its  appraised  valua- 
tion. 

Is  California  to  have  no  custom-house?  Already 
an  attempt  to  purchase  a  lot  for  the  purposs  of 
building  a  costom-bouse  there  has  resulted  in 
hsavy  lose,  in  consequence  of  defective  title.  Now, 
when  everything  is  perfect  and  complete;  when  the 
•um  is  half  the  valuation  of  the  property;  when  it 
ia  indispensable  to  public  uses  that  there  should 
be  an  establishment  of  this  description  there  above 
all  other  places  in  the  country,  will  this  committee 
refuee  to  appropriate  the  sum  requisite  to  secure 
the  site? 

I  will  slate,  further,  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment at  this  particular  time  is  paying  for  build- 
ings for  its  necessary  uses  an  amount  of  rent 
which  would  in  two  years  complete  this  establish- 
ment. As  a  matter  of  economy  and  finance — I 
speak  advisedly,  as  having  been  there,  and  as 
having  daily  knowledge  of  what  was  passing 
there — it  is  important  that  we  should  make  dispo- 
sition of  this  matter.  I  do  trust  that  this  committee 
will  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the 

Sentleman  from  California;  and  I  desire  to  with- 
raw  the  amendment  which  I  have  submitted. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneseee.    I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Cjslifomia  if  the  Secretary 


of  the  Treasury  desires  the  purchase  of  this  lot, 
or  that  this  appropriation  should  be  made?  Haa 
he,  in  any  communication  made  to  the  House, 
expreasea  such  a  desire  ? 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  will  state,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonii,]  that  I 
am  notauthorized  by  theSecrelary  of  the  Treasury 
to  make  any  statement  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
I  have  had  several  conversations  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
and  it  was  in  pursuance  of  my  understanding 
of  these  conversations  that  I  have  offered  this 
amsndmeot.  In  a  conversation  which  I  haJ 
about  two  months  since,  in  connection  with  my 
colleague,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
upon  this  subject,  he  expressed  the  desire  at  that 
time  that  the  atate  should  relinquish  her  interest, 
in  order  that  we  might  go  on  with  the  building  of 
a  custom-bouse  at  San  Francisco,  if  Congress 
would  make  the  appropriation.  Since  that  time 
the  Le|;i8lature  of  California  has  passed  a  law 
ceding  its  interest  to  the  General  Government, 
upon  condition  that  she  receivee  (150,000.  The 
law  has  been  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  1 
received  an  official  communication  by  the  last 
steamer  that  such  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  chobse 
myself  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  custom-house  at  Svi  Fran- 
cisco. But  I  do  think,  that  we  should  proceed 
upon  some  recommendation,  some  data  furnished 
to  us  by  the  Treasury  Department,  as  to  what 
they  can  do,  and  what  it  ia  desirable  they  shall 
do.  It  is  desirable  at  least  that  we  should  have 
something  by  way  of  data  from  the  Secretary, 
upon  which  to  base  our  action,  that  might  go  into 
the  documents  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  (  now  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  upon  Mr.  Latbah's 
amendment, 

Mr.  LATHAM  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  and  Per- 
EiNi,  of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  forty-eight;  not  a  majority  of  a  qu6rum. 

[Cries  of  "  Count  the  other  side  !'T 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair,  pursuing  the 
precedent  set  him,  will  ascertain  whether  there  is 
a  quorum  in  the  Hall  or  not. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  That  is  not 
the  legitimate  way  of  doing  so.  The  roll  should 
be  called. 

fCries  of"  Count  the  other  sidel'T 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  tellers  will  rewime 
their  placee,  and  lake  the  vote. 

The  tellers  proceeded  with  the  count,  and  re- 
ported— ayes  59,  noes  46;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  roll  was  called ;  and  the  Speaker  pro  tempore 
(Mr.  JoNxt,  of  Tennessee)  having  resumed  the 
chair,  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union  had  had  under  consideration  the  Union 
generally,  and  particularly  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill,  and  having  found  itself 
without  a  quorum,  had  ordered  the  roll  to  be 
called,  and  directed  him  to  report  the  following 
list  of  absentees: 

Menn.  Imtt  C.  Alien,  Willis  Allen,  Ariie,  Dsvid  J. 
Bailey,  Ball,  Bank>,  Bluell,  Bocock,  Bojtce,  Brook*,  Bu(g, 
Carpenter,  C»ki«,  Cliase,  Clinfnian,  Craige,  Culloia,  Cut- 
ting, Dean,  D«nl,  Dick,  fltmey,  Oowdell,  Orum,  Dunbar, 
Dunham,  Edgpfton,  Edmundfon,  John  M.EIIioll,  Elberidge, 
Franklin,  Fuller,  Osmlile,  Green,  Orey,  Grow,  Samiwon 
W.  H^iria,  Wiley  P.  Uarrie,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  lileeter, 
HowCjJobnBon,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Roland  Jonee,  Keiu,  Kid- 
well,  Kinredge,  Lamb,  Lane,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lyon,  Mae- 
dnnald,  McNair,  McCliwen,  Maurice,  afaiwell,  Meachsm, 
Mnri*n,Morriton,  Nicholi,  Olda,  Packer,  John  Perkins, 
Pbillipe,  Biehardaon,  Robbina,  Bnien,  Sage,  Seymour, 
Shannon,  Sinimona,  Samuel  A.  SDiflh,  Sollei*,  Alexander 
H.  Blrphena,  Stration,  Andrew  fliuan,  David  Stuart, 
Tweed,  Vail,  Wade,  Walbridge,  Walih,  Warren,  Iwaet 
Waah  bum,  Weill,  John  Wenlwarth,Tatea,  and  Zolllcoinir. 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  members  having 
answered  to  their  names,  the  commitue  resumed 
its  session. 

Mr.  LATHAM.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Houae  to  permit  me  to  alter  the  verbiage  in 
the  amendment  which  I  offered. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia has  a  right  to  modify  his  amendment, 

Mr.  LATHAM.  I  also  ask  leave  of  the  House 
to  have  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  read,  which  I 
send  up  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  the  better  plan  vOI 
be  to  allow  the  amendment  to  go  in,  and  let  it  b« 
voted  upo^  in  the  Houae. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Here  is  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Senate  which  I  ask  may  be 
read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  hope  the  gendeman  wiH 
allow  the  amendment  to  go  in,  and  have  it  i  ' 
upon  in  the  Houee. 

The  amendment  propoaed  by  Bdr.  Latham  ' 
then  read,  aa  follows: 

For  purcboalni  a  site  for  the  cosioiD-hooae  at  Saa  I 
eioeo,  California,  a  aum  not  exeeeding  CISO/MO. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  was 
then  read,  as  followa: 

TasASoav  PapiaTHim,  Jime  19,  IW^ 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  itaa  iafimuliaa  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  copies 

1.  or  a  letter  (Vom  Governor  Bigler,  of  CaiUbniia,  wilt  a 
eenifled  copy  of  an  set  of  thai  State,  providing  tbr  the  ra- 
llnquiahment  to  the  United  Slalea,  on  certain  emidiliaaa,af 
the  UUe  of  the  Stale  to  the  aquore  of  grooiul  la  San  Fras- 
ciaco  which  bod  been  aelacied  fbr  the  ailc  oT  ilw  new  eaa- 
tom-houae,  and  on  which  a  large  sum  hoa  been  npexM 
by  the  United  Slates  to  prepare  Uie  noand  foe  aoid  bmMraf  . 

S.  A  letter  lh>m  E.  P.  Hammon^  collector  oTthediaDici 
of  Son  Pranelaco,  on  the  aubject  or  Iba  expediaaey  of  Um 
Govemmenfa  taking  the  property  on  the  termi  deonnded 
by  lb*  Slate,  and  paying  the  suma  neceaanry  u  qsiet  the 
llUe  and  obtain  immediate  pnaaeaaiOB. 

3.  A  letter  ftou  S.J.  Bridge,  general  appraiaertetiM  Fo- 
ci fie  coast,  and  also  one  of  the  orbitralora  named  in  the  set 
or  Uie  State,  givinf  hia  opinion  of  the  valna  of  the  aqsare, 
and  ofits  adaptation  to  the  uses  of  the  Government. 

In  this  connection  I  moat  aak  yoor  attention  to  my  IcIMr 
to  you  of  the  9Sd  March  laat,in  which  lallodrd  to  ikeh^p 
outlay  already  mode  on  this  fround ;  the  dootM  exiaiiBg  as 
10  the  title,  under  which  the  work  was  dliecled  lo  be  su- 

Snded ;  the  delay  which  thereby  rasnlls  to  the  contnetrr, 
'  which  he  may  claim  eompensatioa,  and  the  aaanai 
rents  now  paid  in  San  Francisco,  for  Government  pw- 
posea.  Under  the  impression,  at  the  date  of  that  letter,  ihat 
Calilbmia  would  not  releaae  her  title  to  thlsproperty,  I  sag- 
gested  the  propriety  of  an  appropristioa  aolacieBt  to  eaihii 
the  Bepartment  to  purchase  another  property,  with  todd- 
inga  already  upon  it,  for  the  areommodation  of  the  ciMam- 
honae,  and  other  pobHc  estaUiahmenls.  The  two  prape- 
altiona  are  now  before  the  committee,  and  they  will  Im  Ms 
10  determine  which  it  will  be  moai  jodieioua  to  adope. 

Thecoiidiiion  in  the  act  ofCalifornia  which  sa^aetalha 
ground  to  perpetual  appropriation  an  the  site  ef  the  raatoa- 
noaee  and  other  Government  buildings,  and  farfeits  it  is  te 
Slate  if  oiherwiae  diaposed  of,  or  sold,  is  a  (rave  &^ee6a» 
to  the  lerma  preacribed,  and  would,  moreover,  prevent  the 
Drportment,  under  the  Joint  lesolutioa  ot  Utb  SeMeisbec, 
1841,  fifom  making  the  purchase  unleas  apeeial  aanwfityW 
given  Ibr  sneh  purchase.  Looking,  bo««ver,  at  the  ash- 
Ject  in  every  poiat  or  view— the  delay  which  ba<  aliealy 
taken  place,  the  need  of  the  aceommodalioa  propoaed,  aad 
the  perhaps  larger  eipendilure  which  moat  be  iocaned  if 
the  Government  abandon  the  contract,  and  goea  elaewhare, 
I  feel  bound  lo  aay  that  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  pabHc  ^- 
vaniege,  notwithMsndiiig  the  oUeeiionaMe  lewiienoe  »- 
forred  to,  to  accede  to  the  terms  demanded,  aad  go  on  wttk 
the  cu'tom-houae  aa  it  hsa  been  commenced. 

I  must  relkr,  also,  to  my  letter  to  you  of  tho  99ih  Doeem- 
ber  laat,  which  inclosed  s  leuer  Ikom  Measra.  flammiisd 
and  Bridge,  recommending  an  appropriation  of  ffTSJOMtt 
building  an  appraiser's  store  on  the  cuaiom-bouse  Ids. 

It  will  be  perceived  Ihat  Mr.  Hammond  recoomeada  as 
appropriation  for  the  purpoee  of  coropramlaint  with  eenaia 
persona  who  claim  title  lo  or  occupy  portlona  of  the  hK,  aad 
■hereby  quieting  the  title  and  obtaining  piesent  poasessiae. 
Bui  1  cannot  ihink — as  these  cirflmaotaare  merely  leasees, 
and  Ihe  terms  of  the  lease  will  expire  in  November  next — 
that  anything  more  isneceaaarythantopayfortheimptove- 
menls  of  Uioae  who  may  have  taken  poaaisaina  wilbsa 
claim  to  Utie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectftiny, 

JAMES  OUTBRrE, 
Secrelary  of  the  TVeasimr. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  BUNI'ER, 

CAairaun  CommiU€»  on  fYnanet,  U.  8.  Saneta- 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenncsaee.  I  withdraw  aH 
objection  to  the  amendment. 

The  queetion  was  than  taken  upon  Mr.  La- 
tram '•  amendment;  and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SINGLETON.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  building  a  mattna  bosnCua  at  Tleksborg,  Slate  «f 
Miaal«alppt,#Ss,IXIO. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  genUeman  wifl 
withdraw  that  amendment  until  we  get  through 
with  the  custoro-housee.  I  believe  there  are  three 
more  items  yet  to  be  disposed  of.  Let  tuget 
through  with  them  first. 

Mr.  SINGLETON.  1  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment for  the  present. 

Mr.  PRESITON.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, but  before  doing  so  I  will,  with  the  consent 
of  the  committee,  state  its  substance.  It  is  a 
proposition  reported  by  the  Commiuee  of  Way* 
and  Means  in  their  bill  recommending  appropria- 
tions for  cnstom-housee,  and  placing  guards  around 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  contained  in  the 
•aid  appropriations,  making  certain  rules  and 
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regulations  to  be  obeerred  in  such  expendituree. 
I  neve  no  desire  to  prevent  these  guards  from 
being  thrown  around  these  appropriations;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  I  desire  to  see  the  proviso  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  added  to  the 
amendment  which  has  just  been  adopted,  by 
which  these  custom-house  appropriations  have 
been  ingrafted  on  the  bill.  I  presume  this  amend- 
ment will  meet  the  views  of  tne  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  because  I  un- 
derstand he  has  been  instructed  to  report  such  a 
proviso  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Richmond 
euBtom-house.  I  myself  see  nothing  objectionable 
in  this  proviso^  and  I  therefore  offer  the  amend- 
ment which  1  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  ask  to 
have  read. 

The  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 
Pnviiei,  Thti  nnoe  of  (lie  moneyi  appropristedforenjr 
iHiildlDH  in  and  by  UiU  act,  or  by  any  rormer  act,  and  now 
tenwlnnt  oneipcnded,  sball  b«  used  or  applied  for  the  pur- 
poaea  mentioned  in  Ihia  aci  by  tlia  aecntarfot  liie  Treaa- 
ury,  uuUI  a  valid  liila  to  Uie  land  for  the  aiie  nf  such  buil<liog, 
in  each  case, shall  be  vested  in  the  United  Stales,  and  until 
the  State  in  wliich  such  building  is  to  be  completed  ahall  in 
due  rorni,  and  in  a  manner  that  sbail  bind  such  Slate,  re 
leaae  and  aurrendar  to  the  United  Statea  Jurisdiction  over 
the  aite  of  each  building ;  and  shall  also  duly  release  and 
relinquish  tn  the  United  States  the  right  to  lai  or  in  any  way 
assess  said  aite,  or  the  property  of  the  United  States  that 
may  be  thereon,  during  the  Uine  that  the  aaid  United  Statea 
ahail  be  or  remain  the  owner  thereof.  And  that  none  of  the 
said  moneys  appropriated  fur  any  building  by  thia  act,  or 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  purposea  mentioned,  and 
now  remaininf  <ine>pended,  shall  be  uoed  or  applied  for 
the  purpoaea  for  which  they  are  appropriated,  unleaa  the 
aame  ahoil  be  aufllcient  in  each  cose  to  complete  the  build- 
ing in  sucli  case  fully,  and  entirely  accomplish  the  object 
for  which  the  appropriation  in  this  act  is  made.  And  the 
Secretary  or  the  Treaaury  is  hereby  prohibited  from  using 
or  applying  any  of  the  moneya  afoieaold  in  any  one  case, 
onlil  he  ahall  have  made  a  cnnlraci  with  oucb  aecutiiy  aa 
be  aball  approve  for  the  completion  of  the  entire  building 
■nd  work  in  auch  ease,  at  a  sum  not  eieeeding  the  sum  of 
the  moneya  appropriated  and  uneipended  in  such  case. 
And  the  aaid  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  enter  into  no 
conlrael,  either  conditional  or  Snal,  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned Id  thia  act,  which  ahali  Involve  an  eipenditura  in 
any  one  cnae  beyond  the  sums  appropriated  and  remaining 
tmexpended  fbr  soch  case ;  and  in  all  cases  where  such  un- 
expended appropriations  shall  be  insuiKcient  to  complete 
the  entire  work  in  such  case,  the  aaid  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury shall  suspend  all  action  in  reference  thereto,  and  shall 
report  to  Congresa  on  the  fiiM  day  of  its  oeaalon,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  work  in  such  caae,  end  ahail  at  tlie  same  time 
lay  before  Congreaa  auch  plana  and  estimates  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment, shall  be  proper  for  the  completion  of  the  btiilding 
and  work  in  aucb  case. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  follows: 

For  Improving  and  repairing  the  room  in  the  cualom- 
bonse  at  Savannah,  tiaed  aa  the  post  office,  (1,000. 

Mr.  S.  said:  In  explanation  of  the  amendment, 
I  ask  the  reading  of  the  letter  which  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Post  Orrict  Dtr AKTiitirr,  June  19,  IBM. 

Sib  :  In  anawer  to  your  note  transmitting  a  letter  fiom 
the  poatmoater  of  Sava»nab,'Oeorgia,  I  have  to  state,  that 
tlhaa,  aa  I  am  informed,  been  usual  in  fitting  up  buildings 
to  aerve  the  double  purposes  of  custom-houses  and  post 
oAces,to  finish  the  interior  portions  designed  for  each  pur- 
pose, and  to  place  in  them  all  the  permanent  fliturea  suit- 
able fbr  each  branch  of  buoineas,  I  ncladingdesks,  counters, 
ublea,and  letter  and  paper  eases.  The  pan  of  the  building 
aasigned  to  lbs  post  nfflce  in  Savannah,  so  fkr  from  having 
been  famished  with  the  permanent  fixtures  above-men- 
tioned, was  not  even  floored,  end  It  is  now  without  a  floor, 
althoogh  all  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  cuatom-botiae  have 
been  tloored.  Thia,  the  postmaster  haa  Justly  complained 
of,  and  it  haa  not  been  tn  the  power  of  the  Department  to 
aid  him. 

The  only  fiind  provided  by  law  Ibr  the  admlnistraiton  of 
the  reapectlve  post  offices,  ia  derived  from  commiasioiis 
and  box  rents.  At  Savannah,  these  are  insufficient  to  af- 
ford the  maximum  compensation  to  the  postmaster  which 
the  law  permits ;  and  he  could  not,  therefore,  floor  and  fit  up 
bia  office,  without  diminishing  his  fompeoaalion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  hia  outlay.  H«  estlmalea  thai  one  thousand  dollars 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  porpose.  and  I  think  it  Just  and 
reasonable  that  that  amount  should  be  reappropriaied  out 
of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
Savannah  eosiom-hoaae,  which  posaed  into  Ibe  sorplaa 
(bnd. 

I  am,  very  reapactnilly,]roar  obedient  aervant, 

JAMBS  CAMPBELL, 
PoKtmoMter  General. 
Boo.  Jakis  L.  BtWASS,  Heuae  of  RtjirL'tntBUvn. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  T  move,  by  instruction  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  amend  by 
inserting  after  the  custom-house  appropriations 
the  following: 

To  complete  the  eostom-bonse  at  RIebmond,  Virginia 
9tso,0€0. 

Th«  balance  of  the  amend  vent  ia  aimihur  to  the 


amendment  of  my  friend  flrom  Kentucky,  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  suggest  to  the  genlleinan 
that,by  unanimous coneeni,  hisamendmentmight 
be  inserted  before  the  proviso  just  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  repeat  the  conditions  of  this  amendment  with 
the  other  also  in  the  bill,  but  let  the  aame  con- 
ditions apply  to  each. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  friend  from  Tennessee 
will  see  that  this  is  a  distinct  amendment,  and  re- 

Suirea  a  distinct  vote  in  the  House,  and  1  have 
lercfore  reported  it  as  the  committee  instructed 
me.  « 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  think  that  we  had  better 
not  repeat  the  amendments  in  the  lame  lan- 
guage. 

The  question  wa^^en  taken  upon  Mr.  Hous- 
ton's amendnunt;  and  It  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  offer  the 
following  amendment: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  Is  hereby, 
directed,  out  of  amy  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwine 
appropriated,  to  apply  each  aurn  as  in  his  opinion  may  be 
necessary  to  complete  the  building  for  the  cunToin-bnuse, 
post  office  and  conn  house  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  furnish  such  building  in  a  manner  appropriate 
to  ita  uaM,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  grounds  attached 
to  aaid  building ;  and  also  to  pay  the  two  commissioners 
who  superintended  the  construction  of  the  said  building 
such  compensation  as  the  said  Secretary  shall  deem  Just, 
not  to  exceed  three  dollars  a  day  each,  provided  that  the 
aum  aa  aforesaid  to  be  so  expended  by  the  Secretary  nf  the 
Treasury  shall   not  exceed  the  sum  now  remaining  unex- 

g ended  of  appropriaUons  beretoforo  made  on   the  said 
uilding. 

9his  amendment  haa  passed  the  committee 
every  time  it  has  been  introduced  hitherto.  It 
asks  no  additional  money  whaterer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Doea  it  give  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  power  to  expend  aa 
mntih  money  as  he  pleases  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  it  confines  the  Secretary 
within  the  original  appropriation;  and  afker  oil 
thia  has  been  done,  there  will  still  be  a  large  bal- 
ancs  left  in  the  Treasury  unexpended. 
-  The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Rircmi's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  was  then  read: 

For  the  annual  repairs  and  fixtures  of  custom-bouses  of 
the  United  Sutea,  995,000. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment:  After  the  word  "States,"  to 
strike  out  "$25,000,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"$30,501  59;"  and,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to 
insert  the  following: 

For  alteration  and  repairs  of  the  caslom-boase  at  BalU- 
mora  herelolbre  made,  and  for  rent  of  rooms  during  the  re- 
pairs on  sold  building,  auch  sum  as  may,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaaury,  be  deemed  reasonable  end  proper,  aold 
amount  not  to  exceed  •S,M>1  SS. 

The  amendment  I  have  offered  explains  itself. 
It  is  to  pay  for  repairs  that  were  made  upon  the 
custom-house  at  Baltimore,  and  to  pay  for  rent  of 
a  room  used  while  repairs  were  being  made  upon 
that  building. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  propose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, for  which,  however,  I  have  not  the  sanction 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.    All  that 


desire  to  say  in  regard  to  it  is,  thst  it  is  for  the 
purchase  of  the  assay  office  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  I  have  no  particular  desire  about  it,  but  1 
think  it  right  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  along 
with  these  custom-houses  that  are  before  the  com- 
mittee. I  desire  to  offer  my  amendment  now, 
without  making  any  argument  about  it,  one  way 
or  the  other. 

Mr.  HENN.  Before  the  eentleman  from  New 
York  offers  his  amendment,  1  would  ask  him  to 
yield  me  the  Boor,  to  enable  me  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, which  it  is  proper  should  coms  in  along 
with  the  custom-houses. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  withhold  my  amendment  for 
a  moment. 

Mr.  HENN.  Then  I  proposs  ths  amendment 
which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

To  eompleie  the  marine  hospital  at  Cleveland,  Obis, 
tii5,000i 
Tn  complete  the  marina  hosplul  at  St.  Loula,  Misaonri, 

«io,aoe; 

To  cemplete  the  nsrioe  boeplial  at  Cblasgo,  Illinois, 

To  eomplete  ths  nsiliisboapUal  atLoalsvlUs,  Kspmeky, 
«19,KI0: 


Tn  complete  the  msrioe  boapitol  at  Paducah,  Kentucky, 
•5,000;  ,  ^. 

To  eompleie  the  marine  hospital  at  Evansville,  Indiana, 
*2,000 ; 

To  complete  Uie  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco,  Call- 
lornia,  840,000;  and 

To  coDsiruet  a  marine  hoaplial  at  Bunington,  Iowa, 
#15,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  raise  a  question  of  order 
so  far  as  this  amendment  is  concerned.  It  is  thia: 
the  latter  part  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  applies  to  the  commencement  of  a  new 
marine  hospital.  Therefore,  it  is  not  in  order  in 
this  bill,  there  not  being  authority  of  law  to  initi- 
ate such  works. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  being  the  stale  of 
facts,  the  Chair  decides  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  is  oulof  order.  Thiscommit- 
tee  has  no  right  to  originate  the  building  of  any 
new  marine  hospital. 

Mr.  HENN.  1  would  reply  thatthis  is  merely 
an  amendment  containing  appropriations' passed 
by  the  Senate  in  the  deficiency  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Will  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  state  whether  there  is  any  new  building  pro- 
vided for  in  his  amendment? 
Mr.  HENN.     1  must  confess  there  is. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    Then  the  Chair  rules  the    • 
amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.   HAVEN.     I  desire  now  to  offer  my 
amendment. 
Mr.  SINQLBTON  addressed  the  Chair. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    Thegentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Hayek]  has  the  floor.  He  only  yielded 
it  temporarily  to  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  If  the  amendment  which  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Sinoleton]  de- 
sires to  present  has  reference  to  custom-houses, 
it  is  proper  that  he  should  ha\f  the  floor  first. 

Mr.  SINGLETON.  It  relates  to  a  marine  hos- 
pital. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  gentleman's  amendment 
does  not  relate  to  custom-houses.  Therefore  I 
desire  to  offer  my  amendment  here. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  understand  that  the  Chair  haa 
entertained  a  motion  just  now  which  provides  for 
the  purchass  of  a  lot  at  San. Francisco  to  build  a 
custom-house  thereon.  There  was  no  provision 
of  law  previously  to  this  time  for  the  purchase  of 
that  lot.  Now,  I  want  to  know  by  what  authority, 
under  the  rules,  that  amendment  was  presented 
and  entertained,  while  that  submitted  by  me  is 
ruled  out  of  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  suflicient  for  the 
Chair  to  slate  in  reply  to  the  question  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa,  that  there  was  no  question  of 
order  raised  on  the  ameadment  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  California,  [Mr.  Latham,]  but 
that  there  has  been  a  question  of  order  raised  on 
that  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 
Mr.  H  A  VE!N.  I  now  submit  my  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  reported,  aa  follows; 
"For  the  purchase  ofOie  Iota  or  parcela  of  land,  with  the 
appurtenances  and  the  buildings  ibereon  belonging,  the  one 
thereof  to  the  Bank  oftjomnieree,  and  the  other  thereof  to 
Uie  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  pariicularty  re- 
ferred to  and  described  in  two  coiiiracia,  one  wlih  each  or 
said  banks,  for  the  leading  and  ri«ht  to  purchase  the  immo, 
bearing  date  the  1 9tfi  of  August,  1853, 9M0,00« :  PnMei, 
Thai  befnn  the  aaid  porebaae  ia  completed,  the  Stale  of 
New  York  shall  cede  to  Uie  United  Suuea  Junsdicliou  over 
anid  land  and  property,  and  shall  by  law  exonerate  the  same, 
and  the  property  of  the  United  Stttea  thereon,  from  all 
taxes,  levies,  and  assesamenis  thereon,  whllat  the  same  re- 
mains the  property  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  think  that  the  committee 
understands  this  matter  sufficiently  well,  without 
any  suggestions  from  me.  It  is,  therefore,  unne> 
cessary  that  I  should  take  up. the  tiros  of  the 
committee  in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  is  folly 
explained  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  has  asked  for  the  appropriation. 
The  committee  has  not  forgotten  what  has  taken 
place  heretofore  on  the  subject^ nor  has  the  coin- 
mittee,  I  presume,  overlooked  what  is  stated  in 
the  little  book  which  is  on  the  table  called  "  Fi- 
nances." I  understand  that  thegranting  of  this 
appropriation  will  be  a  clear  gain  to  the  Treasury 
of  some  two  or  three  hunored  thousand  dollars. 
The  rent  we  are  now  paying,  $56,000  a  year  for 
the  two  houses,  is  more  than  the  interest  at  six 
per  cent,  upon  the  amount  here  proposed  to  be 
appropriated.  .... 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  would  ask  the  eentle- 
man from  New  York  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  recommended  this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  HAV£N.    In  anawer  to  the  quettion,  I 
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will  say  that  I  atated  to  t^e  Houie  when  I.first 
rose,  that  I  was  charged  with  the  recommenda- 
tion from  no  committee,  although,  when  it  was 
oflered  to  the  deficiency  bill,  I  was  instructed  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  does  not  belong  to  this 
part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  That  is  for  this  committee  to 
judge.  It  is  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
if  it  is  in  order  to  l^jslateupon  the  subject  at  all. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  asked  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  whether  the  amend- 
ment was  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  ?  He  answers  that  it  was  not. 
I  think  the  mauer  had  betttr  be  passed  over,  as 
DO  inconvenience  will  result  from  doing  so. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  appreciate  the  advice  of  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  and  have  no  doubt  it  is 
well  intended,  but  I  much  prefer  to  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  my  own  judgment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  1  was  not  advising  the 
gentleman,  but  the  House.     [I.>aughler.] 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  1  entirely  concur  with  my 
colleague,    [Mr.  Chanplek.] 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  And  I  apprehend  ihatthis 
eororoitiee  will  do  so  too. 

Mr.  DE  WITT.  1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment bv  reducing  the  amount  five  dollars.  1  have 
listened  to  the  debate  upon  this  subject  with  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  but,  thus  far,  in  silence. 
Sir,  I  regret  only  the  necessity  of  this  debate,  be- 
cause I  reeret  that  there  is  a  custom-house  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  But  still,  sir,  while  it  is 
the  policy  of  this  Government  to  raise  its  revenues 
by  imposts,  I  shall  vote  for  the  erection  and  main- 
tenance of  suitable  custom-houses,  wherever  they 
are  necessary.  I  have  learned  that  when  the  act 
was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for 
the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  which  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent a  year  ago  last  March,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  authorized  to  carry  that  act  into 
effect.  I  confess  I  have  sdmired  the  skill,  care, 
and  economy  which  was  manifested  by  that  offi- 
'  cer  in  carrying  that  act  into  effect,  and, as  a  prac- 
tical man.  1  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the 
appropriation  ia  withheld.  Certainly  economy 
does  not  prompt  it. 

To  what  part  of  the  city  of  New  York  can  you 
go  where  you  will  find  a  location  so  well  fitted  for 
the  purpose  of  an  assay  office  as  this  which  has 
been  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  for  so  little  money  ?  If  an  assay  office  is  to 
be  established  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  all,  the 
location  chosen  is  a  good  one.  1  wish  the  assay 
office  were  to  be  located  in  this  city.  But  Con- 
gress has  thought  proper  to  locate  it  elsewhere; 
and,  therefore,  I  do  hope,  from  motives  of  econ- 
omy, and  in  view  of  tlie  wants  and  condition  of 
the  great  commercial  city  of  New  York,  and  in 
view  of  the  benefit  which  is  to  accrue  to  the  peo- 
ple who  have  so  much  to  do  with  the  assay  office, 
that  this  appropriation  will  be  made,  and  that  the 
greet  work  will  be  carried  forward. 

I  admire  the  location;  I  admire  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trfa&ury,  because 
It  saves  money.  Sir,  we  are  paying  much  more 
than  the  interest  upon  the  money  it  is  proposed  to 
expend  in  the  purchase.  The  rent  which  yon  are 
paying  would,  in  the  fifteen  years,  amount  to 
much  more  than  the  cost  of  the  site.  The  prop- 
erty will  sell  at  any  time;  it  would  sell  to-day  at 
a  profit.  I  took  the  pains,  the  last  time  I  was  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  to  go  and  see  this  location; 
and  I  think  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
done  right  in  making  the  selection.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HAVEN.     Did  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man fram  Massachusetts  as  being  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  my  amendment? 
•  Mr.  DE  WITT,    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HAVEN.f  Then  I  will  not  make  any  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  gentleman's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  am  apposed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleloan  from  Massachu- 
setts, because  1  do  not  see  any  necessity  of  re- 
ducing this  appropriation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  state  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  approved  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Nlr.  SMITH.  I  think  the  Chair  is  mistaken. 
Ti>»  gsntlsmaa  from  New  York  rose  to  oppose 


the  amendment;  but  when  he  found  (he  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  in  favor  of  the  original 
amendment,  he  did  not  oppose  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  decide 
that  no  further  debate  is  in  order.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  rose  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  it 
was  not  necessary  that  he  should  have  spoken  five 
minutes  to  have  exhausted  the  privilege  of  debate 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  SMITja.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  as  being  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  amendment  pf  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation, and  certainly  I  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  DE  WITT,  by  unanimous  consent,  then 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  now  mdVk  to  amend,  by  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  go 
for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York;  and  as  I  shall  probably  have  no  oppor- 
tunity to  state  why  I  have  thus  made  up  my  mind 
in  the  House,  because  I  suppose  the  mattsr  will 
be  disposed  of  there  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
stating  now  the  reasons  why  I  shall  go  forit. 

We  have  a  very  large  amount  of  money  on  hand 
in  the  Treasury,  which  is  lying  unproductive — 
paying  us  no  interest  whatever.  Now,  sir,  un- 
der the  contract  which  I  understand  has  been  made, 
for  the  lease  of  this  property  for  fifteen  years,  we 
shall  pay  annually  interest  equal  to  ten  per  cent, 
upon  the  money  necessary  to  purchase  the  plkp- 
erty.  If  this  amount  be  appropriated,  the  prop- 
erty is  purchased,  and  the  interest  is  at  ones  ex- 
tinguished, instead  of  paying  ten  per  cent.,  as  we 
are  now  doing.  As  a  financial  measure,  therefore, 
whatever  may  have  been  my  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  original  contract,  I  hold  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  support  the  amendment.  Looking  at 
the  matter  in  this  light,  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  am  not  disposed  to  attack 
the  Administra^on,  or  any  member  of  it.  I  con- 
fess, however,  that  I  am  opposed  to  my  colleague's 
amendment,  as  well  as  to  tne  custom-house  amend- 
ment which  has  been  adopted  by  the  committee. 
I  am  perfectly' willing  to  vote  legitimate  appropri- 
ations to  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  St.  Louis; 
but  I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  appropriations  for 
the  construction  of  buildings  merely  to  beautify 
and  adorn  those  cities.  Let  me  tell  the  committee 
a  fact  within  my  own  knowledge.  There  was  made 
an  appropriation  of  $50,000  to  purchafe  a  site,  and 
erect  a  custom-house  at  Norfolk,  and  that  amount 
was  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  that  the  whole  amount  ap- 
propriated to  the  Norfolk  custom-house,  was 
$110,000.  The  last  appropriation  was  $50,000. 
Perhaps  1  may  be  in  error;  but  the  argument  is 
the  same.  1  f  $1 10,000  be  sufficient  to  purchase  a 
siie,  and  construct  a  custom-house  at  Norfolk, 
why  is  it  necessary  to  appropriate  $200,000  each 
to  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  St.  Louis  for  cus- 
tom-houses? 

Gentlemen  have  the  idea  that  it  ia  necessary 
your  custom-houses  should  be  built  fire-proof. 
Let  them  be  fire-proof;  but  to  make  them  so  it  is 
not  necessary  that  they  should  be  built  of  fine 
marble,  at  an  enormous  expense.  Fire-proof 
buildings  can  be  constructed  of  brick,  end  there 
is  no  necessity  for  the  hauling  from  a  greatdistajice 
of  marble,  or  granite,  for  their  construction. 

But  I  must  say,  in  all  candor,  that  I  think  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  estimates  on 
these  custom-houses,  has  far  exceeded  what  was 
required  for  the  completion'of  buildings.  Go  to 
the  custom-house  at  St.  Louis.  The  foundation 
has  not  been  laid,  and  there  is  only  an  excavation 
there;  yet  Congress  is  called  on  to  make  most  exor- 
bitant appropriations,  more  extravagant  than  ever 
before  made,  in  reference  to  this  particular  class  of 
building.  My  word  for  it,  that  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  who  support  these  ap- 
propriations, will  perceive,  when  it  is  too  late,  that 
they  are  held  responsible  for  them. 

I  hope  when  we  are  called  to  vote  on  these  ap- 
propriations in  the  House,  that  they  may  be  voted 
down.  Their  adoption  will  hazard  the  bill,  and 
thus  stop  the  wheels  of  the  Government.  I  for 
one  am  willing  to  shoulder  the  responsibility  of 


defeating  the  bill,  if  it  is  to  be  loaded  down  with 
these  amendments.  Gentlemen  around  me  say 
that  (hey  are  willing  to  do  so  also.  This  legisla- 
tion does  not  suit  me  or  my  constituents.  When 
gsntlcmsn  come  to  give  a  record  vote,  1  think  these 
appropriations  will  all  be  voted  down.  They  de- 
feated the  deficiency  bill; and  they  will  jeopardize 
the  passage  of  the  one  under  consideration,  if 
adopted.  I  hope  on  the  record  vote  eveir  gentle- 
man may  be  in  his  place.  With  a  full  House  we 
can  vote  them  down,  and  with  a  full  House  I  hope 
we  mny  do  so. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia,  then  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  that  the  commitiss 
rise. 

[Cries  of"  Oh,  no  l"l 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  then  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  one  dollar. 

I  do  not  desire  to  make  factious  opposition  to 
this  large  appropriation.  The  sentiment  of  this 
committee,  and  of  the  House  itself,  haa  been  ex- 
pressed already  this  session  against  this  ameiid- 
ment.  1  made  a  motion  that  uie  committee  rise, 
and  I  desire  the  committee  to  understand  (hat  my 
object  in  doing  so  waa,that  we  might  take  up  this 
subject  to-morrow  morning,  when  we  may  have 
a  fuller  expreasion  by  the  committee  upon  this 
subject  than  we  can  get  at  this  time.  I  would 
have  greatly  preferred  that  the  appropnatioD  had 
been  submitted  under  a  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaiu.  That  ia  another 
reason,  independently  of  the  reasons  before  given, 
with  which  this  House  and  committee  are  familiar, 
why  thia  appropriation  ought  not  to  be  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  genUeman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Florknce]  will  not  submit 
the  motion  that  the  committee  nse.  If  gcntlnien 
do  not  take  up  the  time  in  offering  too  many 
amendments,  we  may  beable  togettoaroteupon 
the  bill  by  yeas  and  nays  to-morrow  morning. 
The  Committee  of  Wave  and  Means  at  one  tine 
recommended  the  amendment  now  offered  by  (be 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hitkn,J  and  at 
that  time  I  voted  for  it.  I  believe  it  is  the  best  of 
the  alternatives  presented,  but  I  do  not  intend  to 
move  it  sgain  in  this  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Plob- 
snce's  amendment;  and  it  was  rcqeeted. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  I  propose  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation one  dollar. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  made  any  re- 
marks upon  the  subject  of  this  approprialioo.  I 
should  have  left  it  for  gentlemen  representing  die 
city  of  New  York  to  speak  upon  this  sul^cet. 
Living,  as  I  do,  far  in  tiie  interior,  and  in  a  re- 
mole  district  of  that  State — one  of  those  diotricts 
in  which  residents  of  the  city  of  New  York  say 
the  citizens  scarcely  know  enough  to  dodge  IM 
omnibuses  that  thread  the  streets  of  New  xork, 
I  feel  no  immediate  or  particular  interest  in  this 
appropriation.  I  am  eminently  national,  so  Au-as 
my  feelings  are  concerned;  and  if  gentlemen  of 
the  city  of  New  York  do  not  see  fit  to  take  care 
of  their  interests  in  this  particular,  I  am  wilUi^ 
to  aid  them  in  doing  so. 

I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  overweentog 
anxiety  manifeated  upon  the  part  of  my  frieoih 
from  Pennsylvania  upon  this  subject.  I  cannot 
understand  it  at  all.  Every  time  any  one  has 
spoken  in  favor  of  this  assay  office  in  New  York, 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  have  seen  fit  to  ob- 
ject. Is  there  to  be  a  monopoly  in  these  matters  ? 
If  there  is,  it  is  time  the  country  knew  it,  and  it 
is  time  (hat  New  York  knew  it,  and  acted  accord- 
ingly. I,  for  one,  am  willing,  in  all  the  great 
interest*  of  Pennsylvania,  not  to  call  upon  the 
gods  for  assistance,  but  to  put  ourown  snouldct* 
to  the  wheel  and  assist  her  in  the  matter,  and  ex- 
tend to  her  the  same  kindness  and  courtesy  which 
1  would  see  exercissd  towards  the  State  of  New 
York. 

I(  haa  been  said  (hat  this  amendment  does  not 
come  as  a  recommendation  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  But  this  nMi((a'  is  not 
brought  before  the  committee  now  for  (he  first  time. 
It  was  recommended  to  this  committee  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  It  was  acted  upon 
and  received  the  indorsement  of  the  House,  as  it 
has  also  received  the  recommendation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  has  been  called 
an  eminently  wise  and  just  appropriation.  Why, 
then,  do  the  gentlemen  of  this  committee  hesitate 
in  approving  it  ?    Is  it  because  Pennay  1  vania  pata 
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in  a  proUat  apiinst  it?  In  whoae  name,  and  by 
what  right,  does  Pennaylvania  proteal  against  thia 
appropriation  ) 

Thia  building  for  the  asaay  office  in  the  city  of 
New  York  i*  how  held  by  lease.  It  is  an  object 
of  wisdom  and  economy  that  the  Government 
should  own  it;  own  it  not  only  for  the  purposes 
of  this  assay  office,  but  also  for  other  purposes 
connected  with  the  interests  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. Economy  points  the  way,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  will  this  committee  follow?  Or  will  they 
use  the  misguided  judgments  of  those  who,  I  fear, 
for  selfish  ends,  seek  to  have  an  assay  office  in 
Philadelphia,  and  in  Philadelphia  alone? 

I  call  on  this  committee,  then,  to  look  upon  this 
matter  as  one  which  has  been  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  which 
has  been  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Look  upon  it  in  the  light  of  a  wise 
economy,  and  pass  (his  appropriation. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  rejoice,  Mr.  Chairman, 
for  the  sake  of  his  people,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  {Mr.  Hoohbi]  has  uttered,  on 
this  floor,  the  won!  "  economy,"  "  true  econ- 
omy." He  sajrs  there  seems  tn  be  a  monopoly 
for  Pennsylvania.  A  monopoly!  Why,  sir,  ths 
money  which  is  spent  by  tns  National  Govern- 
ment on  the  city  of  New  York  would  have  real- 
ized the  promise  of  the  Incas  of  Peru  to  the  Span- 
ish conqueror;  it  would  have  paved  Broadway 
with  gold  ingots  from  the  harbor  up  to  its  ex- 
tremest  point. 

And  while  they  talk  of  thia  monopoly,  Penn- 
sylvania has  voted  that  the  city  of  New  York 
should  have  an  assay  office.  Pennsylvania  does 
not  ask  to  recall  the  vote  which  the  last  Congress 
gave  for  the  assay  office;  but  she  asks  gentlemen 
of  this  House,  she  asks  gentlemen  who  speak  here 
as  national  Representatives — as  my  honorable 
friend  [Mr.  Hughes]  says  he  does — to  look  a  lit- 
tle to  economy. 

We  were  told,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  that 
this  building  should  not  cost  more  than  (100,000; 
and  when  it  was  stated  that  the  Mint  in  Philadel- 
phia— a  large  marble  building — had  cost  (jS50,000, 
we  were  sneered  at  as  a  sort  of  spendthrifts.  An 
appropriation  of  $100,000  was  asked  for  this  New 
York  assay  office;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury— whose  economy  has  been  lauded  by  my 
friend  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Da  Witt,]  and  hinted  at 
by  my  friend  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Huohei] — has 
gone  and  taken  the  ground — though  he  has  not 
yet  built  the  house — at  an  annual  expense  of  the 
interest  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 
And  we  are  talked  to  of  economy,  of  monopoly, 
of  national  feeling! 

Sir,  I  say  let  them  keep  what  they  have  got; 
let  them  keep  their  assay  office,  and  all  that  per- 
tains to  it;  but  let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  ths  Unitsd  States  know  that  this  Congress  does 
not  sit  still  without  expressing  one  word  of  re- 
proof, or — what  is  more  for  a  man  of  feeling — 
without  a  silence  which  condemns  such  sn  as- 
sumption of  power;  that  they  cannot  sit  still  and 
thus  appear  not  to  rebuke  him  for  his  interference 
in  behalf  of  a  monopoly  which  should  pour  the 
treasures  of  the  nation,  aa  it  does  the  influence 
•nd  patronage  of  the  nation,  into  the  lap  of  one 
city.  I  come  here  to  ask  nothine  for  Philadel- 
phia; I  ask  nothing  for  her;  but  1  ask  not  to  be 
■neered  at,  when  millions  of  the  public  treasure 
are  wasted  on  that  city. 

And  we  are  told  that  the  question  of  economy 
is  irivolved  in  this  measure.  I  should  blush  upon 
the  floor  of  this  House  if  I  could  stand  here, 
or  sit  here,  and^hear  such  sentiments  as  those 
offered,  and  not  denounce  them  in  tones  such 
as  my  feeble  voice  can  give  utterance  to.  We 
■hould  let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  know  that  Congress  is  not  to  be 
made  the  mere  recorder  of  his  will  and  contracts. 
?f  othing  can  take  away  the  establishment  of  the 
asaay  office  from  New  York;  and  no  one  desires 
to  do  it.  But  men  on  this  floor  do  desire  to 
•ay  to  that  public  servant,  "You  have  gone 
far  beyond  the  law,  far  beyond  the  customs  of 
the  Department,  far  beyond  what  was  spoken  of 
by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  or  denounced  by 
its  enemies,  far  beyond  what  you  were  author- 
ized to  do  by  Congress."^  And  now,  sir,  I  say 
let  ths  matter  rest  for  a  time  as  it  is;  let  the  ameno- 
ment  be  rejected;  let  things  stand  as  they  are;  let 
the  country  see  that  a  wrong  has  been  done,  and 
though  we  cannot  stop  it  now,  though  we  cannot 


undo  the  work,  we  can  prevent  an  extension  or 
repetition  of  the  evil.  There  must  be  some  limits 
to  this  extraordinary  exercise  of  power.  We 
can  say , "  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  ana  no  further. " 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  HoaHSi's 
amendment;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to, 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment in  the  shape  of  a  proviso. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

PnvU**,  ikoircMr,  That  no  part  of  tbit  approprlMlon  la 
to  lie  UMd,  nam  the  Secrsuiy  of  the  Tressory  hss  entered 
inio  1  necDUs'ion  with  lbs  Icnon  of  the  lot  in  queoUon  to 
get  rid  of  Mid  lease,  and  altio  has  asceruUtied  upon  what 
terms  said  lesse  can  bedisposed  of,  and  has  reported  the  re- 
snll  of  said  Defoliation  lo  the  next  session  of  Confresa. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  do  not  d))sire  to  discuss 
this  question  in  an  improper  spirit.  1  will  only 
state,  what  is  well  known  lo  this  body,  that  at  the 
laat  session  of  Congress  f  100,000  was  appropria- 
ted for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  assay  office 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Not  only  has  that  sum 
been  expended,  but  a  contract  was  made  to  ex- 
pend $560,000  more  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
buildings  and  grounds. 

The  object  proposed  lo  be  accomplished  by  my 
amendment  is  to  require  the  Secretary  to  inquire 
'and  see  if  he  cannot  dispose  of  this  contract,  and 
purchase  a  site  somewhere  else  at  a  much  more 
reaaonable  rate.  If  that  proviso  is  adopted,  it  will 
save  some  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  lo 
the  Government. 

I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  not  from  any  selfish  feel- 
ing in  reference  to  New  York  that  I  have  offered 
the  amendment,  but  because  I  desire  to  save  this 
money  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CUMMINO.  I  do  not  consider  this  a  sub- 
ject for  the  display  of  eloquence  upon  either  side; 
for  gentlemen  will  have  better  opportunities  for 
that  purpose.  For  my  own  part,  1  do  not  uphold 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  leass  which 
he  took  in  New  York.  I  think  if  we  can  get  rid 
of  it  we  ought  to  do  so.  But  it  is  a  mere  matter 
of  dollars  and  cents.      • 

This  lease,  of  which  so  much  haa  been  said,  is 
for  fifteen  yeara,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $56,000.  At 
the  end  of  ths  fifteen  years,  according  as  the  mat- 
ter stands  now,  we^vould  have  neither  the  land 
nor  the  buildings  we  might  put  upon  it.  If  we 
should  purchase  this  property  for  $520,000,  which , 
1  believe,  it  ie  offered  for,  we  shall  not  only  have 
it  for  fifteen  years,  but  we  shall  have  it  for  all 
time  to  come.  If  the  appropriation  be  not  made, 
we  shall  not  only  pay  more  than  we  are  asked  to 
appropriate  now,  out  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years 
we  shall  have  to  pay  hundreds  of  thousanda  of 
dollars  more  to  eccure  the  property.  It  is  a  mere 
matter  of  dollars  and  cents;  and  I  do  not  see  how 
any  man  who  wishes  lo  consult  economy  can 
object  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  But  the  Secretary  had  no 
authority  to  make  the  contract. 

Mr.  CDMMING.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  full  authority  to  lease  a  lot  of  ground  for 
the  purpose  of  en  assay  office. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    For  how  long? 

Mr.  CUMMINO.  For  an  unlimited  time,  or 
at  least  for  fifteen  yean. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  ask  for  tellers  upon  my 
amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Dawson  and 
Campbell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  63,  noes  56.  ' 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman 
(Mr.  Orb)  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union  h«l  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  civil  and  diplomatic  apprdpriation  bill, 
and  had  come  lo  no  resolution  thereon. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AiBUBT  DiCKiki,  EUq.,  their  Secretary,  in- 
forming the  Houae  that  tne  Senate  had  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles: 

S.  No.  976.  An  act  to  improve  ths  naval  ser- 
vice; 

S.  No.  408.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  enti- 
tled an  "  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ■  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
ssngsra  on  board  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in 


part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes, '  approved 
August  30,  18S3;"  and 

S.  No.  410.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Dixon. 

In  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  House.] 

Mr.  MURRAY,  t  move  that  the  Houae  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  the 
House  (at  half  past  three  o'clock)  adjourned  till 
to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbubidat,  Jtmt  93, 1854. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Hbnrt  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESI  DENT  pre  tempore  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  half  and  mixed  breed  Miami  Indians, 
praying  that  their  annuities,  which  hiive  been  die- 
continued,  may  be  restored  lo  them,  with  ths 
arrearages  which  have  accrued;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  praying  a  reduction  of  the 
rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  resolutions  passed 
at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  Castle  county, 
Delaware,  remonstrating  against  the  ratification 
of  any  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  by  which  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country  would  be 
sacrificed;  which  were  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  present  the  memorial  of  John 
Charles  Fremont,  representing  that  he  fumiahed 
certain  beef,  in  1851,  for  the  uss  of  the  Indians  in 
California,  for  which  he  has  never  received  any 
compensation,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  authorizing  the  eetllement  of  his  accounts 
therefor,  upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice.  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs;  and  as  it  gives  s  very  succinct  account  of 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  him,  and  requires 
immediate  attention,  I  move,  also,  that  it  b« 
printed. 

Both  motiona  were  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  wsre  referred  documents  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  Sarah  Moray,  late  the  wife  of  James 
Morey,  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war,  for  a 
pension,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon; 
which  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  approved  August  31,  1852,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  further  provieinn  for  the  satis- 
faction of  Virginia  land  warrants,"  reported  it 
back  without  amendment,  together  with  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  five  petitions  of  widows  of 
officers  of  the  Army  who  have  died  in  the  service 
since  the  war  with  Mexico,  praying  to  be  allowed 
half  pay  for  five  years,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration,  on  the  ground 
that  a  general  bill  had  already  been  reported, 
which  wduld  embrace  all  their  cases.  It  was  so 
ordered. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Officeand  Post  Roads,  to  whom 
were  referred  a  bill  to  establish  a  line  of  steamships 
from  San  Francisco,  via  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to 
Shanghai,  in  China,  and  also  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  transportation  of  ths  United  Slates  mails,  in 
steamships,  between  San  Francisco,  California, 
via  ths  Sandwich  Islands,  snd  China,  and  for 
other  purposes,  to  report  them  back  with  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  substitute.  I  am 
also  instructed  by  that  committee  to  say  that,  on 
Monday  next,  during  the  morning  hour,  they  will 
ask  for  the  consideration  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  am  directed  by  the  Commutes 
on  the  Post  Offics  snd  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  of  the  United  Slates  upon  railroads,  to 
report  it  back  with  an  amendment.  Ae  thie  is  a 
very  important  bill,  I  dssirs  to  give  notice  that  at 
an  early  day  I  intend,  during  the  morning  hour, 
if  convenient  at  no  other  time,  to  ask  for  it  ths 
consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK,  from  the  Committss  on 
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Military  Affain,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  peti> 
tion  oUcMe  D.  Carr,  a  autler  in  the  second  regi- 
ment or  Tennessee  Tolunteers,  in  the  war  with 
Meitico,  praying  compensation  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  on  the  24th  of  rebraary, 
1847,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee^n  Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  ths  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  ths  House  orRepresentaliTes,to  prOTide 
for  the  construction  of  a  military  road  from  Great 
Bait  Lake  City,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  Slate  of  California,  re- 
ported it  back  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
•enlatires,  to  provide  for  the  continuation  of  the 
military  road  from  Myrtle  Creek  to  Scottsburgh, 
in  Oregon,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  payment  of  the  civil  officer* 
employed  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  while 
tinder  military  goTernment,.Teporteditback  with- 
out amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  R(^ue  River 
Indian  war,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  refund  to  the  Territory  of  Utah  the 
expenses  incurred  by  said  Territory  m  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities,  reported  it  back  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  eommittse,  to  whom 
was  referr^  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  States  to  return  the  flint-lock  guns  distributed 
by  the  law  of  1808,  to  ths  Government,  and  take 
others  in  their  stead,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives providing  for  the  distribution  of  arms 
to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  reported  it 
back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Catharine  Dickerson,  widow  of  John  Dickerson, 
a  revolutionary  soldier,  praying  a  pension  under 
the  act  of  1838,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revoln- 
tionarv  Claims,  to  whom  wss  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Phineas  M.  Nightingale,  legal  repre- 
sentative of  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  praying 
indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  General  Greene 
becoming  security  for  an  Army  contractor  in  the 
Revolution,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordtrtd,  Ttnt  the  bill  In  regulate  nsvigsiinn  lo  the  coast 
of  Arriea,  tn  veneli  ownnd  by  cilisent  of  tbe  Unitrd  Sutee, 
io  certain  can«,  be  printed. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  SUMNER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making 
a  grant  of  land  warrants  to  the  Stat*  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  tunnel 
under  the  Hoosac  mountain,  and  providing  for 
the  conveyance  of  mails,  troops,  and  munitions  of 
war  through  the  same  free  of  toll;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  bj  its  title,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVe  LAW. 
Mr.  ROCKWELL.  Mr.  President,  I  present 
the  petition  of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  citizens 
of  tne  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  asking,  in  the  most 
brief  and  direct  terms  possible,  for  the  reneni  of 
the  law  known  as  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1850. 
This  petition  is  siened  by  persons  of  all  profes- 
sions and  occupations,  principally  from  tne  city 
of  Boston  and  its  vicinity.  It  is  subscribed  also 
by  a  large  number  of  persons  who  have  been  in 
&*or  of  the  compromise  measure*  of  1850.    By 


reason  of  the  altered  position  of  those  qoMlton*, 
on  account  of  the  passage  of  the  Nebraaka  and 
Kansas  bill  of  tbe  present  session,  they  have  come 
to  Congress  with  this  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  I  ask,  sir,  that  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Comrhittse  on  the  Judiciary,  which, 
I  believe,  is  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  DIXON,  (hope  ths  vote  will  not  be  taken 
now  on  ths  proposition  to  refer  the  petition,  which 
has  just  been  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachuseiu,  to  the  Commiue*  on  the  J  udiciary.  I 
desire  mjself  lo  make  soms  remarks  upon  the 
proposition  which  is  contained  in  it,  and  I  know 
that  there  are  some  other  Senators  here  who  de- 
sire also  to  be  heard  upon  it.  I  hop*  its  further 
consideration  will  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.    I  hav*  no  objection. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  will  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  suggest  that  the  pe- 
tition take  the  ordinary  course,  and  be  referred 
now. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Let  it  lie  over  until  to-mor- 
row.   A  Senator  wishes  to  speak  on  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  objection,  the^ 
Chair  will  put  tbe  question  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  very  anxious  to  give 
th*  Senator  from  Kentucky  every  opportunity  to 
discus*  the  queetion,  but  it  seems  to  ms  the  natural 
course  with  regard  to  this  petition,  is  to  refer  it 
according  to  the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  do  not  object  to  the  reference; 
I  merely  wiah  to  have  th*  question  on  it  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  *gr*ed  to. 

ALEXANDRIA  AND  WASHINGTON  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
report  back  the  bill  authorising  the  extension  of 
the  Alexandria  and  Washington  railroad  into  tbe 
District  of  Columbia.  1  am  directed  by  the  same 
committee  to  aalcthat  the  Senate  will,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  consider  and  pass  the  bill  now, 
the  great  object  being  to  get  legislation  upon  the 
subject  at  this  session,  in  order  that  this  road  may 
be  constructed. 

I  will  say  to  the  Senate,  in  a  few  words,  that 
there  is  now,  as  is  probably  km>wn  to  most  gen- 
tlemen here,  a  continuous  railroad  communication 
between  Alexandria,  which  lies  six  or  *even  miles 
below  Washington,  and  the  city  of  Richmond,  in 
Virginia,  and  from  Richmond  to  the  extreme 
South.  This  interval  of  six  or  seven  miles  be- 
tween Alexandria  and  Washington  is  ths  only 
part  of  the  communication  between  the  North  and 
South  that  is  now  required  to  be  filled  up  by  a 
railroad.  The  Legislature  of  Virginia,  at  its  fast 
session,  granted  a  charter  to  construct  a  road 
from  the  town  of  Alexandria  to  somepoint  to  be< 
designated,  opposite  to  the  city  of  Washington; 
and  I  am  informed  that  the  company  .formed 
under  that  charter  ha*  obtained  the  means,  and  is 
prepared  to  construct  ■  road.  But  lo  conatruct  a 
road  to  terminal*  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
opposite  lo  the  city  of  Washington,  would  not  be 
by  any  means  to  form  an  intercourse  by  railroad 
between  the  town  of  Alexandria  and  the  northern 
cities,or  between  the  extreme  South  end  the  extreme 
North.  That  company,  therefore,  asks  permis- 
sion ,  by  this  bill,  to  lay  a  temporary  railroad  across 
the  LongBridge,  as  it  is  called,  and  from  the  Long 
Bridge  a  like  temporary  railroad  through  the  city 
of  Washington  to  connect  with  th*  depot  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Washington  railroad,  in  this  city, 
to>  pass  through  such  street*  in  the  city,  and  to 
construct  their  depot  in  such  a  place  as  the  Authori- 
ties o'f  the  city  of  Washington  may  agree  upon. 

I  am  further  informed,  and  believe,  that  if  this 
bill  is  passed  at  this  session  of  Congress,  that  road , 
which  will  be  but  six  or  seven  miles  long,  will  be 
completed  by  the  close  of  the  year.  It  is  there- 
for* deeirable  that  the  law  should  be  passed. 

I  would  further  slat*  to  the  Senate  that,  although 
this  charter  was  granted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legialature  of  Virginia,  daring  the  la*t  winter, 
the  presentation  of  this  bill  has  been  delayed  np 
to  this  lime,  because  the  Virginia  company  have 
been  endeavoring  lo  get  some  bill  agreed  upon  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  would  b* 
satisfkctory  to  tbe  eor;toration«  of  Oeoigetown 


and  Washington.  Th*  town  of  G*orgetown,  it 
seems,  is  opposed  even  to  laying  a  temporary 
track  across  the  Long  Bridge,  or  to  bringing  in  the 
road  to  tbe  city  of  Washington ;  but  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  last  agreed 
upon  a  bill  which  they  ar*  prepared  to  raport  lo 
that  House  as  soon  as  the  ruls*  of  the  Hooee  w3l 
permit  the  report  to  be  made.  The  bill  whieh  I 
now  report  back  to  the  Senate  from  the  Coramitte* 
on  th*  District  of  Columbia  is  a  copy  of  that 
House  bill. 

,  Ths  bill  propose*  fiirther  that  thi*,  which  ia  ia- 
tcndad  lo  be  a  temporary  arrangement,  shall  not 
be  underatood  to  commit  the  action  of  Congrea* 
in  any  way  a*  to  any  future  structure  that  mar 
be  authorized  aero**  the  Potomac  river,  by  wbiea 
a  permanent  communication  can  b*  had  octweaa 
the  North  and  South.  It  is,  so  far  as  the  pwass^s 
of  th*  riv«r  i*  eone*med,  strictly  temporary  ia  m 
character. 

Now,  with  all  my  reaped  for  the  town  of  Ocoi^*- 
town,  which  i*  rtally  very  great,  I  cannot  botcoa- 
*id*r  it  a  little  nnreaaonable  in  that  town  that  it 
ahould  object  to  (ni*  t*mporary  arrangement  nndsr 
ths  appreh*nsion — for  it  seems  to  6*  under  tint 
appr*n*n*ion  alone — that  if  this  temporary  back 
be  laid  upon  the  existing  Long  Bridge,  it  wUlpwa 
*om*  air  of  durability  to  that  bridg*.  Th*  Long 
Briilge  ha*  been  there  for  more  than  forty  jmn. 
It  has  b*«n  a  aoure*  of  **rioii*  annoyane*  aad  of 
acriou*  injury  and  lo**  to  th*  town  of  Georgetown, 
and  y*t  it  remaina.  Whether  it  will  ever  b*  daeaud 
wiee,  on  the  ptut  of  Congrs**,  to  rnnov*  it,  I  da 
not  know;  but  I  am  aDre  uie  Senate  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  would  be  extremely  unwise  toacfcrtkis 
most  important  communication  between  theNonh 
and  SoQth  until  we  can  dead*  between  th*  Dialiict 
eitie*  as  to  whether  that  bridg*  *hall  remain  or  aol. 

Thi* 'bill  wa*  read  twice,  and  referred  t«  ih* 
eommittc*.  I  now  report  it  back  without  amead- 
ment,  and  aak  that  it  be  put  upon  its  paasaga.  At 
the  aame  time,  at  the  request  of  th*  May«r  of 
Gsorgstown,  I  ask  leave  lo  present  a  mcmonalaa 
the  subject,  and  to  have  it  read  with  the  bifl. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Seaau,  aa  in 
Committee  of^the  Whole,  proceeded  lo  eonaider 
the  bill.  It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Alexandria 
and  Waahington  Railroad  Company,  iooorpa- 
rated  by  the  Legialature  of  Virginia,  on  the  fCHk 
of  February,  1854,  to  conatruct  a  railroad  f 
Alexandria  to  Washington,  to  extend  tbca  > 
from  any  point  on  the  Virginia  side  of  tk«  !~ 
mac  river  into  the  Diatrict  of  Colarobia,  i 
lij  their  railroad  track  or  tracks  over  the  t 
bridge,  and  up  to  such  point  or  points  in  I 
of  VVashington,  connecting  with  the  Ballimoraa 
Washington  railroad  by  the  moat  direct  and  pa 
ticable  route,  through  such  street*  or  a  vena**  I 
the  corporate  authoritiea  majr  provide,  with  Am 
nnderetanding  that  the  permission  thtia  graatal 
may  be  revoked  by  Congrea*  at  pleasure,  aad  il 
not  lo  be  considered  as  an  expression  of  opsMMl 
byjCongrea*  that  th*  pr**ent  location  of  th*  fV- 
tomac  bridge  ia  the  proper  one. 

It  further  propoae*  to  authorize  the  eoatfimf 
to  construct  a  bridg*  over  th*  Potomac  trrti.  Ml 
or  abov*  or  we*t  of  the  aqoednct  of  th*  Alesat* 
dria  Canal  Company,  but  if  it  be  built  on  or  o*« 
th*  pier*  of  that  aqueduct,  it  must  be  don*  vUl 
the  coneent  of  th*  Al*xandria  Canal  Comp4w> 
and  in  constructing  the  bridge  and  crossing  IM 
Cheeapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  the  bridge  and  nil- 
road  shall  be  ao  cooatrucled  a*  notio  injo^aar 
obstruct  th*  us*  or  navigation  of  th*  canal. 

It  al*o  •nthorize*  th*  company  lo  extend  tttir 
road  from  th*  point  where  it  shall  erosa  tb*  f^ 
tomac  river,  to  auch  point  or  point*  wiiiiia  Aa 
citie*  of  W**hington  and  Oaorgetown  a*  mar  te 
respectively  approved  of  by  the  corporate  anaM^ 
ities  of  these  cities,  and  makes  other  proviiieM 
which  are  usual  for  carrying  on  th*  buaiiMaB«f 
railroad  corporations. 

Mr.  MASON.  At  ths  reqnsA  of  th*  Mayanf 
Georgetown ,  I  no w  ask  that  the  memorial,  to  wkkh 
I  have  referred,  be  read. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  MASON.  That  memorial  was  pot  into  ar 
hsnds  a  few  moments  before  I  reported  th*  bil.  1 
looked  into  It,  but  did  not  read  it  through.  I  kaM 
now  for  the  fir*t  time  its  character,  and  I  thMk 
that  these  gsntlefflen  of  Georgetown,  who  hn* 
signed  it,  when  thev  come  to  reconsider  wbatthiy 
have  done,  will  find  that  they  have  done  really  «■ 
nnfortunaie  act — aaactuBforlunat*t«ili*ia 
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of  their  lown.  Sir,  the  statement  in  that  tnemo- 
rinl  that  this  appiication  is  insidiously  mad,e,  is  one 
Chat  ought  not  to  have  come  from  Georgetown. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  aimed  at  the  Virginia 
company,  which  proposes  to  construct  the  road, 
or  at  the  a.-!8umed  rival  of  Georgetown,  the  city 
of  Wa.shington.  But  let  it  be  aimed  at  either,  itis 
uncandid,  and  unfortunate  that  it  was  made. 

The  foundation  for  the  charge  of  insidiousncss 
contained  in  the  memorial  is,  that  it  is  not  to  be 
expected — I  think,  fn  the  language  of  the  memo- 
rial— that  men  who  knew  the  value  of  money, 
would  expend  the  amount  required  to  construct  a 
railroad  eight  miles  long  for  purposes  only  tempo- 
rary. Now,  sir,  that  is  uncandid,  because  all 
who  know  the  country,  know  that  a  railroad 
coming  to  Washington  city  across  the  Potomac, 
with  a  view  to  unite  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad,  must,  for  the  far  greater  portion  of  its 
length,  go  in  the  same  direction,  whether  it  crosses 
the  river  opposite  to  the  city  of  Washington,  or 
whether  it  crosses  it  at  Georgetown;  so  that  it  is 
uncandid  to  declare  that  the  alleged  purpose  of  this 
bill  is  to  make  a  temporary  road  from  the  city  of 
Alexandria  to  the  city  of  Washington.  What  I 
stated  was,  that  it  was  intended  to  make  it  tem- 
porary, to  diverge  from  the  ritnin  stem  to  connect 
with  the  Long  Bridge,  and  then  to  come  to  the 
city  of  Washington,  i  am  informed  that  a  rail- 
.  road  passing  from  Alexandriaacross  the  Potomac 
will,  whether  it  comes  to  Georgetown  or  comes 
into  the  city  at  the  Long  Bridge,  go  across  some 
mile,  or  little  more  than  a  mile,  of  these  cities. 

1  do  not  mean  to  be  at  all  harsh  in  any  strict- 
ures upon  Georgetown;  but  this  will  not  tend  to 
conciliate  opinion,  when  the  question  really  pend- 
ing between  the  two  cities  comes  to  be  determined 
by  Congress,  whether  the  bridge  shall  be  con- 
structed where  the  water  is  broad,  or  where  the 
water  is  narrow. 

I  suppose,  upon  the  question  of  economy,  that 
if  it  is  for  convenience  and  6tnes8  to  construct  a 
road  to  pass  through  Georgetown,  they  will  adopt 
it,  because  it  would  require  a  shorter  bridge,  the 
water  tijere  being  narrower.  They  would  be  very 
unlikely  to  construct  a  bridge  opposite  the  city  of 
Washington,  where  the  river  is  a  mile  or  more 
■wide,  at  a  proportionate  increase  of  expense.  But 
the  object  to  be  attained  by  the  present  bill,  is  to 
enable  this  company  to  bring  their  road  at  once 
into  connection  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road, and  they  can  only  do  that  by  means  of  a 
bridge  that  is  made;  and  the  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Georgetown  is  to  prevent  that  great  public  conve- 
nience being  adopted  at  once,  lest  in  doing  so  they 
shouldgive  an  air  of  support  to  the  existing  bridge 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  river. 

1  am  free  to  declare  that  jjiy  sympathies  always 
have  been  with  Georgetown  in  this  matter;  be- 
cause the  Long  Bridge,  erected  at  the  expense  of 
Government,  as  1  stated,  has  been  one  of  serious 
loss  and  injury  to  that  city.  It  has  obstructed 
the  channel  and  filled  the  river  with  mud  and  flats, 
so  that  at  low  tide  it  is  difficult  to  tell  where  the 
channel  is,  or  whether  there  is  any  channel  at  all. 
'  I  believe  it  is  due  to  that  city,  in  some  way,  that 
the  nuisance  to  them  should  be  removed;  but  I 
say  again,  that  they  have  not  come  here  with  this 
memorial  in  a  form  likely  to  conciliate  public  opin- 
ion, when  it  charges  insidious  motives  on  the 
proposition.    * 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  understand  the  honorable 
Senator,  in  the  speech  which  he  hns  made,  to 
state  the  fact  that  the  bill  is  to  give  an  air  of  per- 
manence 10  the  Potomac  bridge. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  allegation  of  the  memo- 
rial is  that  that  is  their  apprehension. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Well,  sir,  that  is  not  an  appre- 
hension which  they  unreasonably  indulge.  The 
Senator  has  correctly  said,  that  the  existence  of 
this  bridge  is  of  great  detriment  to  the  commerce 
of  Georgetown;  and  we  all  know  that  to  a  great 
part  of  Washington  it  is  also  tery  detrimental, 
inasmuch  oa  disease  is  produced  in  that  part  of 
the  city,  occupied  by  the  President's  House,  ami 
the  vicinity,  coming  within  reach  of  t>ie  miasma 
occaaioaed  by  some  seventy  acres  of  land  being 
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exposed  to  a  hot  sun,  an  exposure  which  is  made 
consequent  upon  the  existence  of  this  bridge. 

Mr.  President,  I  understand  the  Mayor  and  the 
citizens  of  Georgetown  have  held,  or  intend  to 
hold,  a  public  meeting  upon  this  subject,  and  their 
papers  connected  wtthit  have  been  given  in  charge 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Norlh  Carolina, 
who  is  not  now  in  his  seat;  and  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  Mayor  of  Georgetown,  if  it  meets  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  that  the  Senate  should 
consent  not  to  vote  upon  the  bill  to-day,  so  that 
their  views  upon  the  subject  may  be  expressed 
intelligently  to  the  body. 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  as  a  question  of 
practical  importance,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  what  I  state.  There  is  a  railroad,  as  we 
all  know,  from  Baltimore  city  to  within  sight  of  the 
Capitol.  Theobjectis  to  make  a  railroad  connect- 
ing the  Virginia  road  with  the  Baltimore  road  at 
that  point.  How  is  that  connection  to  be  formed? 
Not  by  locomotives  passing  through  the  streets  of 
Washington,  but  by  simply  substituting  railroad 
cars  drawn  by  horses,  for  the  omnibuses  which 
now  carry  the  passengers  from  the  depot  to  the 
Virginia  road. 

I  cannot  imagine  that  that  is  a  question  of  great 
public  convenience  which  should  induce  the  Senate 
to  pass  the  bill  against  the  unanimous  desire  of  the 
people  of  one  of  the  cities  of  the  District  under  our 
exclusive  legislative  jurisdiction.  1  do  not  sup- 
pose we  will  act  upon  this  bill  precipitately,  when 
the  convenience  to  be  answered  by  it  is  the  simple 
substitution  of  railroad  cars,  drawn  by  horses  from 
one  part  to.another,  in  the  place  of  omnibuses  or 
carriages  which  are  now  supplied  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  public.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  but 
that  it  is  just  as  convenient  a  way  for  the  people, 
who  are  traveling  from  one  point  to  another,  to  be 
transported  from  one  depot  to  another  in  omni- 
buses, as  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  bill.  This 
does  not  present,  then,  that  case  of  great  public 
interest  or  importance  which  should  induce  the 
Senate,  representing,  as  we  do,  the  whole  power 
of  legislation  over  the  part  of  the  District  which  is 
unanimously  opposed  to  it,  to  pass  the  bill  to-day 
without  permitting  them  to  have  their  views  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate.  1  move,  theiefore,  that  the 
bill  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion,  if, 
after  the  remarks  which  I  have  made,  the  Sena- 
tor desires  to  submit  his  views  now.  I  have  said 
that  the  Mayor  of  Georgetown  sent  his  papers, 
with  the  information  which  that  corporation  de- 
sire to  present  to  the  Senate,  to  the  honorabi*  Sen- 
ator from  Norlh  Carolina  who  is  not  now  in  his 
seat;  and  my  only  object  was  to  ask  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  subject  until  that  Senator  should  be 
present. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  So  I  understand. 
Mr.  PRATT.  I  withdraw  the  motion. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  this  subject 
was  referred,  I  desire  to  say  that  we  have  had  it 
under  consideration,  and  as  far  as  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  Georgetown  were  concerned,  they 
were  before  us  yesterday,  and  we  appointed  to- 
day to  hear  them  in  relation  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  After  the  granling  of  that  applicaiion 
the  request  has  been  withdrawn,  and,  instead  of 
the  papers  necessary  to  communicate  the  inform- 
ation to  this  body  being  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  District,  they  have  been  submitted  to 
a  gentleman  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  com- 
mittee; and  now,  in  consequence  of  his  absence, 
they  claim  a  postponement,  and  thus  indirectly  to 
prevent  action  upon  the  bill. 

Now  what  is  the  proposition  here?  No  man, 
Mr.  President,  can  have  a  stronger  desire  to  sus- 
tain the  rights  and  interests,  in  every  point  of 
view,  of  Georgetown,  than  I  have.  What  is  the 
proposition  now  presented.'  It  is  whether  the 
right  of  way  shall  be  granted  to  connect  the  rail-  < 


road  from  Washington  city  to  Baltimore  with 
Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  entire  South,  by 
passing  over  the  Long  Bridge,  and  making  a  depot 
here,  to  connect  with  the  Baltimore  depot  ? 

The  objection  presented  by  Georgetown  is  this, 
and  no  more:  that  they  fear,  if  you  suffer  the 
railroad  to  be  run  over  that  bridge  temporarily,  it 
will  be  a  reason  why  the  bridge  shall  be  made  per- 
petual; and  their  object  is  to  have  that  bridge  re- 
moved, and  one  constructed  at  Georgetown.  That 
is  the  object;  and  the  question  now  presented  is 
this:  whether  this  great  public  convenience,  this 
connecting  link,  shall  be  suspended  so  as  to  pre- 
vent its  being  executed  before  the  winter  shall 
come  on?  The  railroad  companies  from  Boston, 
round  to  New  Orleans,  are  exceedingly  anxious  to 
have  this  link  filled  up;  and  the  only  reason  which 
is  given  why  it  should  not  be  filled  up,  is  this  ap- 
gumeiit  against  the  Long  Bridge. 

I  have  proposed  to  the  city  of  Georgetown  and 
the  city  of  Washington,  that,  atthe  proper  time,  a 
motion  should  be  made  to  deslroy  the  Long 
Bridge,  and  build  another  in  a  different  place; 
but  Georgetown  says  "No,  notwithstanding  that, 
we  do  not  want  the  public  to  be  benefited  by  fill- 
ing up  this  link,  for  fear  that  the  bridge  will  not 
be  rerhoved  hereafter."  Shall  this  apprehension 
of  Georgetown  postpone  this  great  convenience  to 
the  public  from  one  end  bf  the  Union  to  the  other? 
My  friend  from  Maryland  puts  it  upon  this 
ground:  Where  is  the  difference  between  a  con- 
necting link  across  the  bridge  by  omnibuses  or  by 
railroad  cars?  My  fi-Tend  well  knows  that  the 
connecting  link  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  is  all  by  railroad  cars  drawn 
by  horses.  Now,  he  says,  what  is  the  differ- 
ence? Why,  sir,  I  pass  through  this  place  fre- 
?uently  as  an  individual  coming  to  this  city,  and 
land  upon  the  other  side  of  the  water  in  a  storm, ' 
when  rain  or  snow  is  descending.  I  must  get  out 
there,  find  an  omnibus,  carry  ray  baggage  from 
place  to  place,  and  be  exposed  in  every  form  and 
shape.  If  there  was  a  railroad  there,  the  baggage 
would  be  brought  over  according  to  the  plan 
adopted  at  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  anci  we 
should  all  get  into  the  cars  and  come  secure  to  the 
other  depot,  without  getting  into  A,  B,  C  or  D's 
omnibus,  at  nine,  ten,  or  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
or  four  in  the  morning. 

I  consider  this  attemptof  Georgetown  as  a  most 
extraordinary  effort  to  go  against  public  conveni- 
ence, and  not  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  individual 
of  the  country.     It  is  to  suspend  the  public  con- 
venience merely  to  prevent  an  apprehension  on  the 
part  of  Georgetown  that  it  may  operate  as  a  rea- 
son wherefor  the  bridge  shall  not  nereafier  be  re- 
moved.    Sir,  the  bill   says  that  this  is  merely  a 
temporary  arrangement;  and  those  who  undertake 
to  fill  up  this  link  say  that  it  shall  be  done  by  the 
next   session    of  Congress.     Georgetown   would 
consent  to  the  bill  for  the  railroad  as  soon  as  the 
bridge  was  removed.     And  what  was  the  reply  of 
the  committee?     I  believe  the   reply  was  unani- 
mous— my  friend   happened  to  be  absent  at  the 
lime — that  we  will  have  the  road  built  now,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  transporting  produce,  but  as  a 
mere  temporary  arrangement  to  test  the  practica- 
bility of  this  form  of  railroad  going  over  hill  and 
dale  wilho.ut  grading.     The  bill  says   that  when 
Congress   says   it  shall    be   stopped,  it  shall  be 
stopped.     If  this  can  be  done  by  the  time  Con-' 
gress  meets  again,  and  the  railroad  cars  can  be 
drawn  by  horses  and  pass  through  the  city  without 
olJStructing  anybody's  rights,  how  can  it  injure 
Georgetown?    It  cannot  do  it.    Georgetown  con- 
tends for  a  new  bridge  above,  and  she  says  that,  if 
one  should   be  built  below,  it  would  destroy  the 
channel.     In  reply  to  that,  I  say  that  I  will  move 
to  remove  the  Long  Bridge  at  the  proper  time. 
They  say  we  cannot  consent  to  this.     I  submit 
to    Congress   whether    the  North   and    South — 
whether  the  public  convenience — the  convenience 
of  every  man  traveling  from  the   Norlh  to  the 
South,  and  from  the  South  to  the  North,  shall  be 
suspended  upon  such  a  consideration,  and  whether 
the  bill  shall  be  postponed  alter  the  papers  have 
been  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Columbin,  and  put  into  the  handa  of  an  in- 
dividual Senator,  who  is  to  apptar  partially,  in 
•II  probability,  to  argue  the  question  a%  a  law- 
yer? 

In  opposinethia  practical  meaaare,  which  ou^ht 
to  be  granted  under  the  circumstancea^  Qeorge- 
town  IS  going  against  her  own  interests.  My 
friend  from  Indiana  [Mr  Bbioht]  and  myaeir, 
both,  whenever  we  have  had  an  opDortunity.haTc 
declared  that  we  should  be  willine  to  go  for  a 
bridge  at  the  "Three  Sisters."  We  have  done 
•II  that  men  can  do.  But  Oeoigetown  is  now  i 
going  against  her  own  interest  in  thus  opposing  | 
the  public  convenience.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not 
be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  was  very  unfortunate  in  the 
remarks  which  I  made,  or  certainly  my  friend 
from  Georgia  did  not  correctly  understand  them, 
^nd  has  not  replied  to  them.  He  distinctly  ad- 
mils,  as  does  tne  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  he 
is  in  favor  of  removing  the  Long  Bridge  as  a  nui- 
sance in  point  of  health  to  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
inpton,  and  as  a  great  inconvenience  andpositive 
injury  to  the  citizens  of  Georgetown.  They  are 
Ijoth  in  favor  of  removing  the  bridge.  Now,  their 
proposition  is  to  authorize  a  railroad  to  be  made 
over  it.  I  apprehend,  Mr.  President,  that  it  would 
be  a  better  policy  to  suffer  the  present  mode  of 
eommunicalicn  to  continue  as  it  is,  in  view  of  their 
own  opinion  that  the  bridge  ought  to  be  renraved. 
If  it  be  a  nuisance  in  point  of  health  to  the  people 
of  Washington,  if  it  be  an  injury  infiicted  by  the 
legislation  of  Congress  upon  the  people  of  George- 
town, it  ought  to  be  removed  at  once,  and  we 
ought  not  to  give  to  the  public  the  idea  that  the 
bridge  is  to  be  continued,  by  authorizing  a  rail- 
road to  be  made  over  it.  My  friend  from  Geor- 
gia, as  well  as  my  friend  from  Virginia,  points 
to  the  great  importance  of  having  the  road  con- 
structed. I  ask  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Georgia,  and  I  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  what  I  stated  before  in  reference  to 
this  question  of  convenience.  Where  is  the  public 
importance  of  this  connection  ?  My  friend  from 
Georgia  says  that  in  Baltimore  they  nave,  through 
the  streets  of  the  city,  a  connection  bj  railroad 
'  cars,  and  that  they  have  the  same  in  Philadelphia, 
My  friend  is  undoubtedly  mistaken  with  reference 
to- both  those  places.  They  go  in  omnibuses  from 
the  terminus  where  ths  passengers  are  carried  in 
railrtwd  cars,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  a 
longer  distance  than  they  are  now  carried  in  tfm- 
Dlboses  between  the  two  poinia  here. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  ask  the  Senator  whetherbotb 
in  Baltimors  and  Philadelphia,  for  several  years, 
the  care  brought  to  the  city  by  locomotives  were 
not  taken  into  the  city  by  horse  power,  until  they 
were  enabled  to  perfect  an  arrangement  to  carry 
their  locomotives  into  the  city  i  That  is  the  very 
thing  which  is  proposed  to  be  done  here — that  the 
company  shall  be  allowed  to  bringthe  same  eara 
across  the  bridge  into  the  city  of  Washington,  to 
connect  with  the  Baltimore  road, by  horsepower, 
until  the  two  cities  and  Congress  can  agree  where 
they  will  build  •  permanent  bridge  to  bring  the 
locomotive  in. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Prior  to  the  recent  change  of 
the  depot  in  Baltimore,  the  railroad  cars  were 
drawn  by  horse  power  down  Pratt  street  from  the 
intersection  with  Light  street,  in  the  center  of  the 
city.  That  depot  w^s  changed;  and  I  say  now, 
from  all  ths  business  portion  of  the  city,  from 
that  portion  of  it  to  which  my  friends  from  Geor- 
gia and  Virginia  go  to  their  hotels,  they  are  obliged 
to  go  in  omnibuses  or  carriages  jutt  as  far  as  pas- 
sen^rs  coming  now  from  the  North  would  be 
obliged  to  go  to  this  bridge  to  connect  with  the 
■ouihern  railroad  in  Virginia..  As  I  understand, 
it  is  the  same  at  Philadelphia;  it  is  certainly  so  in 
Baltimore  to  my  own  knowledge.   *  . 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  inquire  whether  pas- 
sengers going  to  Philadelphia  do  not  go  through 
the  city,  from  the  Washington  depot  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia depot,  in  cars? 

M  r.  PRATT.    Going  to  Philadelphia  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON/  Certainly.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  passengers  going  to  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  PRATT.  That  may  be  so  in  going  to 
Philadelphia;  but  I  speak  of  going  from  this  point 
here.  My  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  spnke 
of  the  delay  and  inconvenience  which  is  caused  to 
the  traveling  community  here,  i  ask  any  geiitle- 
■)•!)  whether  h«  would  not  prefer,  oAer  nding  for 


a  day  in  a  railroad  car,  the  change  from  the  cars 
into  a  carriageor  omnibiisj  to  travel  a  mile  or  half 
amile.  i  certainly  should.  It  is  a  matter  of  taste; 
but  there  is  certainly  no  great  public  convenience 
involved  in  it.  The  use  of  the  horse  cars  does 
not  make  the  paasengers  go  more  rapidly  from 
one  depdt  to  another.  The  cars  are  undoubtedly 
to  Indrawn  by  horse-power  alone,  and  they  will 
not  go  any  faster  from  one  depot  to  the  other  than 
the  omnibuses  or  carriages  drawn  by  the  horses 
will  go.  Public  convenience,  therefore,  whether 
on  account  of  the  mails  or  of  the  passengers,  ex- 
ists, 1  humbly  apprehend^  only  in  the  tasts  or 
imagination  of  my  honorable  friend. 

Mr.  RUSK.     I  shall  vole  againat  ordering  the 


bill  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  shall  vote  for  the  bill      nibus  would  not  then,  I  believe,  exceed  one  half 


come  that  grade  in  any  way,  unless  it  is  by  soma 
new  plan  which  has  been  discovered. 
Mr.  RUSK.     A  plan  has  been  discovered. 
Mr.  WALKER.    It  has  been  discovered  then 
by  the  person  of  whom  the  Senator  speaks;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  ihe  cut  will  have  to  he  made  there. 
ai)d  continued  from  that  point  until  you  reach  the 
canal,  thus  utterly  ruining  that  «iieet.     You  will 
then    have  to  cross  Pennsylvsnia  avenue.     Any 
one  who  will  lake  the  lensi  irouMe,  if  he  doe«  not 
'  already  know  ii,  to  inform  himself  of  ihe  topitg- 
!  raphy  of  the  city,  will  see  that  what  i  say  must 
be  the  result. 

But,  sir,  suppose  the  cars  stop  at  the  further 
end  of  the  Long  Bridge,  the  transportation  bye 


I  very  cheerfully.     I  shall  do  so  on  two  grounds. 
I  One  is,  that  it  proposes  to  make  an  experimem, 
j  without  any  cost  to  the  Government,  nl  a  new  in- 
j  vention,  by  which  great  grades  can  be  bvercome 
i  with  safety.     There  are  many  persons  who  be- 
I  lievc  this  can  be  effected  by  the  plan  proposed  by 
I  the  gentleman  who  is  to  build  this  road.     After 
I  investigation,  I  happen  to  be  ons  of  those  who  ; 
'  think  it  will  be  successful;  and  if  it  should  turn  . 
I  out  to  be  so  on  this  experiment,  without  cost  to  | 
'  us  or  damage  to  anybody,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  . 
vast  importance  to  the  public  generally  in  refer-  i 
ence  to  railroads.  [ 

There  is  another  reason  why  I  shsll  vole  for  the  j 
bill.  It  is  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  | 
traveling  public,  1  think  that  one  of  the  greatest  i 
mistakes  which  railroad  companiss  have  made,  ' 


the  distance  which  the  paesengers  in  Philadelphia 
in  theevenine  train  at  least,  nave  to  travel  to  eo 
to  the  New  York  depot,  as  they  take  the  ommbas 
at  the  Broad  street  or  Schuylkill  depot,  and  are 
taken  clear  up  to  Kensington,  I  believe,  about  six 
miles. 

Mr.  CHASB.    Fivemiles. 

Mr.  WALKBR.  Five,  the  Senator  from  Ohip 
says.  That  is  the  wsy  Philadelphia  managed. 
When  you  get  to  Baltimore,  you  stop  at  the 
Washington  depot,  within  sight  of  the  ciiy,  to 
leave  the  cars  and  pass  into  horse  cars  which  take 
you  clear  from  the  city  limits  to  the  Philadelphia 
depot,  where  yon  again  lake  iMi  cars.  Either  of 
them  is  a  greater  distance,  I  should  think,  cer- 
tainly that  at  Philadelphia  is  nearly  twice  as  great, 
than  the  distance  from  the  Baltimore  depot  in  this 


:  and  one  of  (he  greatest  abuses  to  which  travelers  ''<  city  to  the  further  end  of  the  Long  Bridge.   7*hm, 


by  railroads  are  subjected,  is  the  influence  that! 
particular  cities  and  towns  have  in  being  madei 
Slopping  places.     It  is  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
time  and  money.    Every  inducement  is  held  out 
to  the  passengers  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
spending  of  money. 

The  question,  in  my  mind,  presented  by  the 
bill,  is  between  a  great  public  benefit  on  ths  one 
side,  and  the  interestsof  Georgetown  on  the  other; 
and  if  you  will  accomplish  only  the  great  public 
benefit,  and  throw  in  not  only  the  interests  of 
Georgetown,  but  the  interests  of  Washington, 
and  the  interests  of  Baltimore,  and  half  a  (fozen 
other  cities,!  think  we  should  look  to  that  benefit 
which  will  result  from  it,  in  prefersnc«  to  •  local 
benefit  to  a  particular  city. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  beable 
to  vote  for  this  bill;  and  I  wish  to  state  the  rea- 
sons why  I  shall  not.  1  do  not  think  that  these 
railroad  companies  would  have  any  great  desire 
for  the  connection,  unless  it  wsrsa  benefit  to  them- 
selves. I  feel  entirely  indisposed,  in  the  first 
place,  to  extend  a  benefit  to  any  such  monopoly 
as  that  which  constitules  the  road  from  here  to 
Baltimore.  I  think  there  is  no  greater  imposition 
upon  the  community  than  that  which  it  is  enabled 
to  practice.  Until  very  recently,  we  had  to  pay 
for  traveling  from  this  city  to  Baltimore,  on  this 
railroad,  the  very  highest  rate  of  stage  fare.  For 
a  long  time,  the  fare  was  six  and  a  fourth  cents 
per  mile,  and  more  recently,  we  have  had  to  pay 
four  and  a  half  cents  a  mile.  The  company  then 
reduced  the  fare  to  f  1  35;  but,  when  one  of  ths 
Senators  from  Delaware  and  myself  had  occasion 
to  pass  over  the  road,  not  long  since,  and  when 
we  made  application  for  our  ticliels,  we  found,  if 
not  to  our  gratification,  at  least  to  our  surprise, 
that  the  company  had  been  so  gracious  as  to  pop 
the  fare  up  to  $1  50,  making  it  three  and  three- 
fourths  cents  per  mile  to  Baltimere.  If  there  is 
any  way  to  reatrict  that  company  in  that  species 
of  oppression  and  imposition,  and  they  can  be 
brought  to  it,  I  sh.iM  be  willing  to  give  them  favors; 
but  1  am  not  willing  to  extend  to  them  favors  for 
practicing  such  egregious  imposiiions. 

This  road  may  not  be  the  one  particularly  in- 
terested in  this  connection,  but  it  is  evidently 
interested  to  •  considerable  extent.  When  that 
corporation  is  willing  to  do  right,  it  may  then, 
with  clean  hands  and  with  better  grace,  ask  that 
Confess  may  extend  favors  to  it.  But  let  us  look 
at  this  matter  sgain.  This  road  is  to  be  permitted 
to  pass  through  Washington  city.  It  is  to  pass 
up  the  streets,  across  Pennsyvnnia  avenue,  and 
then  to  the  Baltimore  depot.  Any  person  who  is 
act^uainied  with  the  topography  of  ihecily  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Lons;  Bridge,  will  know  that  to 
construct  a  rsilroad  there,  one  stfeet  of  the  city 
at  least  must  be  ruined  as  a  street,  for  there  will 
have  to  be  •  deep  cot  made.    They  cannot  over- 


talcing  into  consideration  these  three  points,  the 
injary  to  the  streets  of  the  city,  the  gmiificaiion 
it  will  afford  to  an  already  turbulent  and  over- 
bearing corporation,  and  the  fact  that  the  mode  of 
conveyance  through  the  city  now  subjects  the 
passengers  to  no  greater  inconvenience  than  they 
experience  anywhere  else,  I  shall  vote  aeaiost 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  question  of  mainiainii^ 
the  Long  Bridge  has  been  a  subject  ofdebate  in  this 
body  for  years  past,  i  have  uniformly  voted 
against  appropriations  to  maintain  it,  on  thegroond 
that  1  regan]  it  as  a  public  nuisance.  I  reeollett 
that  some  two  years  ago  we  voted  down  a  prop- 
osition to  repair  it,  on  the  ^ound  that  it  was 
a  public  nuisance,  and  that,  in  justice  to  the  dri- 
zens  of  Georgetown  and  others  interested,  it 
ought  not  to  be  maintained.  Subseqqenttf ,  how- 
ever, the  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  an  appro- 
priation made,  which  prepared  the  bridge  for 
travel  for  the  time  being.  Sir,  I  am  familiar  with' 
this  question,  for  I  speak  aa  a  member  of  iheCon- 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  When  ws 
met  yesterday  morning  four  were  present;  three 
of  whom  were  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  and 
one  against  it.  I  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that 
if  this  company  should  have  the  pnvilega  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  under  the  bill,  it  vrill,  to  a 
certain  extent,  exclude  the  ordinary  travel  of  the 
country.  That  bridge  is  insecure  now  for  the  or- 
dinary travel  of  Ihe  c^ntry.  I  submit  it  to  the 
commissioner  who  lately  repaired  it,  whether  it 
is  not  an  unsafe  bridge,  saying  nothing  about  the 
additional  wear  and  tear  whirn  will  be  pot  npoa 
it  by  giving  a  railroad  company  the  pnviiege  of 
passing  their  cars  across  it.  You  cannot  give  that 
company  the  privilege  without,  as  it  were,  cx- 
2  eluding,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  travel  which  gees 
I  over  it  now.  It  is  not  wide  enough,  or  strong 
,  enough,  to  admit  both. 

I      There  is  another  insurmountable  objection  m 

:  my  mind.    Why  give  to  this  company  privileges 

which  we  do  not  extend  to  otheiij  every  where  ? 

Why  should  we,outof  the  public  Treasury,  for- 

I  nisb  to  this  company  a  bridge  ?    There  is  no  rs«- 

■  son  for  it.    The  practical  view  of  this  subject  in 

,  my  mind  is  this:  A  bridge  may  be  built  at  a  point 

',  above  Georgetown,  where  the  distance  win  not 

'.  exceed  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  yardaat 

]  the  furthest,  and  the  Long  Bridge  is  somethtng 

I  like  a  mile  in  lengih.    By  passing  to  a  point  three 

mile.1  above  thin,  a  bridge  can  be  had  that  will  an- 

I  swer  the  wants  of  thin  road,  and  the  wants  oCthe 

company.     If  the  company  are  willing  lo  ileal 

fairly,  if  they   are  anxious  about  a  permanent 

briilge,  I  have  m-  doubt  that  the  public  Treasury 

could  be  em|)loy«-d   in  defraying  a  portion  of  »he 

expenses.  The  railroad  would  be  accommodaled, 

the  ordinary  travel  of  the  country  would  b*  ce- 

commodated,  and  we  could  do  wlut  wo  ott^ht  t» 
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have  done  a  long  time  ago— remore  the  Long 
Bridge  which  ia,  and  baa  been  for  years,  a  nui- 
fance.  ".  i 

The  ohjeclioi!  presented  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  amounta,  io  nty  mind,  to  no 
objenliun.  No  greater  -inconvenience  or  embar- 
rassment exisM  here  than  in  Pittsburg.  There 
the  western  ears  go  to  Alleghany  City,  cross  a 
bridge  nearly  as  long  as  this,  penetrate  to  the  heart 
of  the  city,  or,  indeed,  go  to  the  eastern  limits  of 
the  city,  before  they  reach  the  depot  of  the  east- 
ern roads.  The  case  is  sipiilar  in  Philadelphia, 
and  also  in  Baltimore.  Prom  the  western  depot, 
in  Baltimore,  the  passengers  are  carried  in  omni- 
buses to  the  eastern  depot,  f/ft  New  Yorlt. 
A  Sknator.    By  cars. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  say  there  are  no  cars  from 
thi  western  depot.  I  speak  of  the  depot  connect- 
ing with  Pittsburg,  not  the  depot  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  From  the 
western  depot,  connecting  with  the  Pittsburg  road, 
passengers  are  carried  by  omnibunes  to  the  east-  ' 
em  part  of  the  city,  for  the  New  York  train.  So  I 
it  is  in  the  cities  all  over  the  Union.  No  greater  \ 
inconvenience  exists  or  results  here,  than  exists 
at  various  other  points;  and  there  is  no  reason,  in 
my  mind,  why  this  nuisance  should  be  kept  up. 
One  of  the  principal  objections  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill  is,  as  I  stated  before,  that  it  will  be  main- 
taining, for  the  time  being,  a  bridge  that  ought  to 
be  removed;  and  in  proportion  as  you  give  it  con- 
sequence now,  and  throw  around  it  railroad  in- 
fluence, which  is  generally  potential,  so  far  as 
regards  legislation,  in  that  proportion  it  will  be 
maintained  from  time  to  time.  For  that  reason  I 
am  against  any  further  appropriaiion,  saying 
nothing  about  my  unwillingness  to  give  up  the 
•treets  of  this  city  for  railroad  purposes. 
•  Mr.  MASON.  There  need  be  no  hesitancy  in 
passing  ihe  bill  in  iu  present  shape.  The  honor-  [ 
able  Senator  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  says 
that  be  can  do  nothing  which  will  give  coOnte- 
nance,  or  even  apparent  countenance,  on  the  part 
of  Congress,  to  the  continuing  of  the  present 
bridge.  Why,  sir,  at  the  present  session,  when 
that  bridge  was  injured  by  fire,  it  was  repaired, 
and  cost  some  four  or  five  thousand  dollars,  and  I 
h^ve  no  doubt  the  Senate  ia  prepared  to  vote  the 
appropriation  necessary  to  defray  that  expense. 
Within  the  last  two  years  it  was  broken  down  by 
a  freshet,  and  both  Houses  voted  an  appropria- 
tion to  repair  it;  and  so  they  will  continue  to  do 
until  they  shall  determine  to  substitute  some  other 
bridge  in  place  of  it.  The  honorable  Senator,  and 
those  who  act  with  him.  ask  that  we  shall  wait  to 
form  this  connection  between  the  Norihand  South 
by  means  of  the  railroad,  until  this  litigated  ques- 
tion between  the  two  cities,  as  to  where  a  perma- 
nent bridge  shall  cross  the  river,  shall  be  decided. 
r  submit,  most  respectfully,  it  is  a  little  unreason- 
able. I  have  said,  and  I  repeat,  I  believe  George- 
town has  great  cause  of  complaint  because  of  the 
construction  of  that  bridge;  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say,  as  the  honorable  Senator  is,  that  1  should 
vote  tomorrow  to  remove  it.  Public  convenience 
ia  too  deeply  interested  in  having  a  bridge  com- 
muification  across  the  river,  to  remove  that  bridge 
until  another  ia  substituted  for  it.  I  am  satis6ed 
that  public  opinion  on  both  sides  of  the  river  will 
sustain  me  in  that  view.  Although  itbeinjurious 
to  Georgetown,  yju  must  construct  some  other 
bridge  before  that  is  removed. 

All  that  is  asked  by  this  bill  is,  that  you  will 
enable  this  company,  which  is  about  to  construct 
a  railroad  between  Alexandria  and  one  or  other  of 
the  District  cities,  to  use  that  existing  bridi;e  as  a 
temporary  mode  of  crossing  the  river  until  you 
determine  where  you  will  make  a  permanent  one. 
Suppose  the  policy  of  the  Senator  should  be 
adopted,  what  would  be  the  result?  From  year 
to  fear,  for  live,  ten,  or  twenty  years,  the  ques' 
tion  would  be  debated  between  the  two  cities,  as 
to  where  the  permanent  bridge  should  be  con- 
■trueted;  and  in  the  mean  lime,  this  gap,  highly 
inconvenient  and  injurious  to  the  community, 
would  be  left  between  the  District  cities  and  Alex- 
andria. As  to  the  experience  of  other  cities,  we 
know  that  ihey  have  been  employed  from  yearlo 
year  in  endeavoring  to  overcome  the  inconvenience 
of  having  a  gap  between  two  roads  that  ought  to 
connect.  Take  the  tity  of  Baltimore.  Until 
within  the  last  two  years,  I  think,  the  cars  went  j 
fjrom  the  outside  of  the  city  limits  into  Baltimore  i 
by  hon*  power;  but  th^y.  found  the  public  con- ' 


venience  was  implicated  and  would  be  promoted 
by  changing  the  route  of  the  railroad  to  carry  it 
nearer  the  city.  The  honorable  Senator  said  they 
go  in  omnibuses  in  passing  from  the  Nnrili  to  the 
South.  He  is  mistaken.  They  have  adopted 
there  what  we  ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  here — from 
where  the  railroad  stops  with  its  locomotives,  to 
allow  a  track  to  be  made  to  bring  the  same  cars, 
by  means  of  horse  power,  to  communicate  with 
the  other  depot;  and  all  that  is  askinl  in  the  world 
is  that,  until  the  important  quesiinn  to  the  t,wo 
cities,  ns  to  where  the  permanent  bridge  shall  be 
built,  is  decided,  the  railroad  company  may  be 
allowed  to  use  the  existing  bridge  for  temporary 
purposes.    That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

As  lo  what  is  said  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walxer]  about  interfering 
with  the  streets  of  Washington,  i  will  not  givean 
opinion.  He  has  given  an  opinion.  Hesaysihat 
anybody  familiar  with  thetopography  of  theplace 
will  find  that,  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  bill,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  cut  down  and  destroy  one  of 
the  streets.  I  do  not  know  that  fact.  I  have  been 
Informed  here  by  somebody,  that  Maryland  ave- 
nue is  already  graded  and  cut  down  suitably  for 
this  road.  How  the  fact  is,  1  do  not  know.  I  do 
not  aver  it.  It  is  said  to  be  so.  But  I  do  know 
chat  the  ingenuity  of  engineers,  when  it  is  import- 
ant to  makea  railroad,  will  overcome  any  obstacle, 
and  without  serious  injury  to  the  adjacent  coun- 
try. The  bill  provides  that  the  company  shall 
bring  their  road  through  such  streets  as  the  city 
of  Washington  shall  allow;  and  it  provides  the 
further  safeguard  that  Congress  may,at  any  time, 
revoke  this  legirlation.  I  do  not  vrnnt  to  detain 
the  Senate,  but  I  trust  the  bill  will  not  be  ordered 
to  lieupon  the  table,  but  will  be  acted  Aipon  at  once. 
Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  some  years 
ago,when  a  portion  of  the  Long  Bridge  was  carried 
away  by  a  freshet,  and  it  was  proposed  to  moke 
an  appropriation  for  its  repair,  I  entertained  and 
expressed  the  opinion  which  I  have  entertained 
since,  for  I  have  heard  nothing  as  yet  to  change  it, 
that  so  long  as  Congi^ss  should  make  appropria- 
tions to  patch  up  that  bridge,  we  never  should  be 
relieved  from  the  nuisance  which  it  now  presents 
to  the  river,  and  the  unjust  encumbrance  and  ob- 
struction which  it  offers  to  the  commerce  of  the 
neighboring  city;  that  so  long  as  the  bridge  was 
patched  up,  we  Should  get  no  other  bridge;  and  1 
then  expressed  the  wish,  which  I  still  entertain, 
that  the  freshet,  instead  of  carrying  away  a  part, 
had  swept  from  the  river  the  wnole  of  the  struc- 
ture. So  far,  we  have  seen  nothing  done  towards 
the  erection  of  a  new  bridge.  There  stands  the 
old  structure;  years  have  paoud  away;  another 
accident  has  destroyed  it  partly,  and  it  has  been 
repaired  without  application  to  Congress,  or  with- 
out taking  the  judgment  of  Congress  upon  the 
?|uestion  whether  they  were  willing  to  maks  a 
uriher  appropriation  for  Its  repair. 

This  bill,  if  I  understand  it_for  I  knew  nothing 
about  it  until  I  came  to  the  Senate  this  morning, 
some  time  after  the  discussion  commenced — pro- 
poses to  give  to  a  railroad  company  the  right  lo 
run  its  cars  across  the  river  on  that  bridge,  and 
also  to  give  to  the  compan^the  right  to  run  its 
cars  through  some  of  the  streets  of  Washington. 
Mr.  MASON.  By  horse  power. 
Mr.  BADGER.  By  horse  power.  Now, lam 
for  conceding  neither.  I  object  to  granting  them 
the  privilege  of  transporting  their  railroad  cars 
across  this  bridge.  1  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  it  should  be  conferred;  but  I  see,  according 
to  my  view  of  the  case,  a  strong  reason  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  conferred.  The  more  appliances 
that  are  employed  to  make  that  nuisanceserviceable 
to  anybody, or  in  any  respect,  will  tend  «till  more 
to  perpetuate  it — to  put  further  and  further  off  the 
time,  which  I  hope  to  see,  when  it  shall  be  re- 
moved, and  a  suitable  bridge  erected. 

In  the  next  place,  I  woufd  not  give  my  consent 
to  authorise  Ihe  running  of  railroad  ears  across 
that  bridge,  because  it  must  be  manifest  that  it  was 
not  made  for  surii  a  purpose.  It  is  not  adapted 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  cannot  see  how  it  could  be 
otherwise  than  throwing  out  a  trap,  on  the  part 
of  Congress,  lo  railroad  travelers,  to  trust  their 
lives  on  a  structure  which  was  not  designed  for 
the  end  for  which  it  is  now  urged  to  be  used. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
grant  the  privilege  of  running  railroad  cars,  with 
horses,  through  the  streets  of  Washington.  1  am 
not  for  conferring  upon  th«  corporation  of  the  city 


the  power  lo  grantany  such  privilege.  Sir,  I  recol- 
lect that  when,  some  years  ago,  I  was  pasaing  by 
railroad  to  the  North,  we  used  to  lie  carried,  at 
Baltimore,  from   the  depot,  a  little  way  out  of 
town,  by  horse  power,  la  the  interior  of  the  eiiy, 
and  thence  by  horse  power  through  Ihe  city;  and 
the  cars,  after  leaving  the  city,  were  attached  to  tlie 
'  locomotive.    1  find  this  changed.    I  find  that,  as 
I  soon  as  we  reach  the  first  depot  in  the  city,  wa 
'■  have  to  take  a  hark  or  carriage  to  bring  us  to  the 
I  other  depot.     I  find  that  neiiher  in  ine  city  of 
I  Richmond  nor  in  the  town  of  Petersburg,  on  Iha 
;  railrood  on  which   I  am  in  the  habit  of  traveling 
I  to  and   from    this  place,  any  such   privilege  ia 
I  accorded.     We   hove  to  *pass  through  there  in 
j  omnibuses.    There  roust  be  some  reason  why 
I  ttMs  privilege  is  refused;  and  why,  having  been 
I  once  granted  io  one  place,  it.  is  withdrawn  in 
another.     I  am  not  prepared  lo  make  such  an 
I  experiment.     I  want  to  see  introduced  no  addi- 
I  tional  dangers  lo  the  persons  moving  about  the 
i  streets  of  Washington;  and   I  am,  therefore,  not 
I  prepared  lo  confer  this  privilege  by  an  act  of  Con- 
grew  directly,  or  to  give  Ihe  authority  to  the  cyty 
of  Washington  lo  confer  il. 

1  have  seen  nothing  lo  satisfy  me  that  the  ar- 
rangemenis  which  we  have  madefurthe  temporary 
patching  of  this  bridge,  from  time  lo  time,  have 
i  done  anything  else  than  to  reisrd  the  sccomplish- 
I  mem  of  a  great  good  for  the  sshe  of  preventing  a 
j  small,  inconsiderable  evil.  I  will  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  that  I  am  not  disposed  In  let  this 
question  rest  until  Georgetown  and  Washington 
settle  it;  not  at  all.  I  do  not  want  ten  years  to 
pass  away  while  they  are  nettling  the  question 
where  the  permanent  bridge  shall  be  made.  I 
wish  to  confer  the  power  upon  Ihe  President  of 
the  United  States  lo  select  the  location.  I  wish 
to  make  an  appropriation  to  erect  a  bridge.  I 
wish  him  to  eelect  the  plan.  I  wish  him  to  select 
the  place,  and  have  it  constructed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  he  shall  deem  best  for  the  general  good  of 
the  country.  Certainly,  Mr.  President,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  1  cannot  feel  disposed  to 
vole  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  desire  to  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  to- 
morrow, for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special  order,  which  is  the  indi- 
gent insane  bill,  and  upon  which  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  B^ll]  has  the  floor.  It  is  now 
post  the  usual  hour  for  lakin£.up  the  special  order, 
and  I  therefore  submit  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  ha^e  no  anxiety  about  having 
the  subject  postponed  for  my  convenience. 

Mr.  STUART,  i  hope  that  will  be  done.  Tha 
Senator  from , Tennessee  has  the  floor  on  the  indi- 
gent insane  bill,  and  it  is  certainly  deairahle  that 
we  should  dispose  of  that  bill  to-day.  There  is 
also  another  advantage  which  will  result  from 
postponing  this  subject.  We  shall  have  the  bill 
printed,  and  can  look  at  it  and  see  what  its  pro- 
visions are.  1  hope,  therefore,  the  Senate  will 
agree  to  the  postponement. 

The  PRESI DING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Petiit  in 

the  chair.)    The  question  is  on  postponing  the 

further  consideration  of  thesubjeetuntiltomorrow. 

Mr.  PRATT.    And  let  the  bill  and  memoriai 

be  printed. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to;  and  tha. 
bill  and  memorial  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeniativee,  to 
aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the  cnnatnie- 
tion  of  a  railroad  therein,  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

ANNUAL  MEBTINQ  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  bill  from  the  House.of  Representatives  to 
change  the  day  for  the  annual  assembling  of  Con- 
gress, was  read  a  first  time,  and  passed  to  a  ttt- 
ond  reading. 

PENSION  tAWS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  take 
up  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  administra- 
tion of  ihe  pension  laws,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
it  recommiited  to  the  Commitiee  on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution was  r^^mmitted. 

surgeons'  mates  of  the  REVOLUTION- 
ART  ARMT. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    The  Commiuee  on  Uiliiaiy 
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LfTairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  j 
ntroduced  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Pbatt,]  "  in  relation  to  surgeons' 
males  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,"  have 
unanimously  directed  me  to  report  back  the  reso- 
lution, and  request  its  immediate  passage.  It  j 
contains  a  principle  which  has  been  long  estab- 
lished, and  it  merely  seeks  to  destroy  the  distinc- 
tion between  a  surgeon's  mate  and  an  assistant 
Burgeon,  which  iit  present  exists,  according  to  the 
construction  now  placed  on  the  law.  I  ask  for 
the  consrderation  of  the  resolution. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Wt^ole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution. 

No  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  ordered  to  be 
engro.ssed  for  n  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  pas.^ed. 
PORT  OF  DELIVERY  AT  MADISON,  INDIANA. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, lo  whom  were  referred  two  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Madison,  Indiana,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  port  of  entry  at  that  place,  have 
directed  me  to  report  a  bill  "constituting  Madi- 
son, in  the  State  of  Indians,  a  port  of  delivery." 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  ask  for  the  immediate  con- 
sideration of  that  bill;  it  will  take  but  a  moment. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  bill  is  in  the  usual  form 
of  all  the  bills  creating  ports  of  delivery;  and  I 
move,  therefore,  to  dispense  with  its  reading. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

INDIGENT  INSANE  BILL  VETO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  reconsideration  of  the 
bill  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent 
insane  persons  which  hnd  been  returned  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  with  his  objections. 

Mr.  BELL  resumed  and  continued  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.     Mr.  President,  it  is  now 

Sretly  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  industrious 
enators,  I  confess,  ore  all  here,  and  therefore, 
this  would  be  a  very  proper  time  for  me  to  make 
my  speech  on  this  subject,  because  1  can  now 
adclress  my  peers.  ^ 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  will  suggest  to  my  friend 
from   Pennsylvania,  that  as  those  of  us  who  are 
industrious  are  here,  it  is  not  worthwhile  that  the 
really  useful  men  of  the  country  should  be  broken  , 
down  by  too  much  labor.     1  wish,  therefore,  that  i 
he  would  allow  me  to  move  an  adjournment.  The  | 
country  will  have  need  of  him  hereafter.  [ 

Several  Sbnators.     Move  a  postponement.         ! 

Other  Senators.     Let  us  adjourn. 

Mr.  BRODHKAD.  I  will  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Senate.  1  understond  that  there  are  many 
Senators  desirous  to  know  what  is  contained  in 
the  Executive  message,  which  has  just  been  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 
Perhaps  that  will  be  more  interesting  than  to  hear 
ray  speech,  but  I  confess  I  would  rather  p;-oceed 
this  afternoon.  There  are  so  few  Senators  pres- 
ent, and  so  few  persons  in  the  galleries,  that  1 
could  proceed  without  inlerruntion. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
evincw  so  rare  a  feeling,  that  I  think  we  ought  to 
indulge  him  with  going  on  now. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  ihis  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  understand  that  to-mor- 
row is  private  bill  day;  and  perhaps,  therefore,  I 
had  better  say  now  what  little  I  have  to  say.  ■ 

The  PRESIDING  OPFICER,  (Mr.PETTiT,) 
being  about  to  put  the  question  on  the  motion  to 
postpone 

Mr.  STUART.  The  Senator,  I  understand,  is 
willing  lo  go  on. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  think  that  is  a  very  un- 
reasonable proposition.  Although  the  Senator 
may  be  willing  lo  proceed,  we  are  not  willing,  at 
this  hour  of  the  day,  lo  listen  to  him.  We  prefer 
to  listen  to  him  at  a  more  propitious  time;  and, 
therefore,  I  move  an  adjournment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thereare  sev- 
eral Executive  messages  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    Then  I  hope  the  motion  to 


postpone  will  be  agreed  to,  and  that  we  may  have 
an  Executive  session. 

The  motion  lo  postpone  was  agreed  to. 
SURVEYORS  GENERAL  IN  OREGON  AND 

WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  1  am  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  LaJids,  to  whom  was 
referred  House  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  approved 
September  27,  1850,  '  to  create  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  of  the  public  lands  in  Oregon,' &c., 
and  also  the  act  amendatory  thereof,  opproved 
February  19,  1653,"  lo  report  it  back  with  an 
amendment,  and  recommend  ils  passage.  This 
bill  is  one  of  great  interest  lo  the  people  of  Oregon 
and  Washington  Territories;  and  on  that  account, 
and  because  it  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  House 
if  the  amendment  of  the  committee  be  adopted, 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  now  act  upon  it. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  STUART.  The  bill  has  been  prepared  at 
the  General  Land  Office;  and  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  can  state  the  objects  in  a  much  shorter  time 
than  it  will  lake  lo  read  it.  I  hop*  he  will  do  so 
for  the  information  of  the  Senatf. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  The  most  important 
provision,  and  that  which  requires  the  return  of 
the  bill  to  the  House,  is  the  amendment  which  the 
Senate  committee  report.  It  provides  a  surveyor 
general's  office  for  the  Territory  of  Washington, 
which  was  inadvertently  omitted  by  the  House. 
The  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  it  comes  from  the 
House,  make  some  amendments  to  the  donation 
laws  which  were  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon,  now  composing  the  Territories 
of  Washington  and  Oregon.  The  bill  is  long, 
but  if  there  is  any  objection  it  can  be  read.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  better  to  have  it  read,  as  it  is  an 
important  bill. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  certainly  is  not  necessary 
lo  read  the  bill  at  length.  1  move  to  dispense 
with  its  reading. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  was  to  add  the  following  additional  section: 
Sec.  7.  ^n,l  he  U further  macleJ,  TIM  the  Tcrrilory  of 
Wnthiiiijlon  shall  Iw  ereclid  inio  a  «i(>:irnlH  survryins  ilu- 
iricl ;  nnd  Itie  Prcsiilcnl  (if  llle  United  Sl,ilf»  la  liereliy  nu- 
lhori7.»rd  to  .ippoini  a  uurveyor  general  ftir  Ihe  Bame,  who 
Khali  hold  hn  otilce  at  such  place  us  the  Presidenl  may  : 
direct ;  and  llie  location  llii^reof  inny  be  channed  from 
lime  to  lime,  if,  in  Ulejiidgincnl  of  Ihe  Prenidcnt,  llie  public 
iiilereRU  require  il ;  and  Ihe  power*,  duliei^,  obliKHlions, 
reBponfibitilieM,  and  enioIunicniB  of  ihe  Koid  siirvpyor  gen- 
eral simll  be  Ihe  same  as  are  now  prescribed  by  law  for  Uie 
surveyor  general  ofOregon. 

The  amendmenyvaa  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Sena" as  amended,  and  the  amend-  [ 
ment  was  concurred  in.  The  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time;  and'the  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.  I 

It  provides  that  the  donations  hereafter  to  be 
surveyed  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  claimed 
under  the  provisions  of  ihe  act  of  September  27, 
1850,  shall,  in  no  case,  include  a  town  site,  or 
lands  settled  upon  for  purposes  of  business  or 
trade,  and  not  for  agriculture;  and  ihat  all  town 
sites  shall  be  subject  to  the  operations  of  the  act 
of  May  23,  1844,  "  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
towns  upon  lands  of  the  United  Slates,  under  cer- 
tain circumalances."  It  also  proposes  to  extend 
the  pregmption  privilege,  granted  by  the  act  of 
September  4,  184 1,  lo  lands  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington, whether  surveyed  or  unsurveyed,  not 
rightfully  claimed,  entered,  or  reserved,  under  tiie 
provisions  of  the  bill  or  the  act  lo  which  it  is 
amendatory.  It  further  proposes  to  erant  lo  each 
of  the  Territories  ofOregon  and  Woshinglon,  two 
townships  of  land,  in  legal  subdivisions  for  uni- 
versity purposes,  in  lieu  of  the  two  townships 
granted  to  Oregon  by  the  act  of  1850. 
EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened ,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  June  22,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hxmrt  Slic^r. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  re«d  and  approved . 


The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  ca)l  of  committees  for  reports. 
MEXICANTREATV. 
Mr.  HOUSTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a 
bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  ils 
title,  as  follows,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

A  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexicon  Repub- 
lic of  30ili  December,  1853,  as  amended  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FULLER  ob&ined  the  Boor,  but  yi«Ided 
to 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  By  the  genllemon's  permis- 
sion, I  will  submit  a  proposition  to  the  House, 
and  it  is  this:  Tomorrow  is  private  bill  day.  ■>'  •! 
being  objection  day,  as  I  understand,  il  u 
proper  for  us  to  give  that  business  some  attt- 
when  we  can  do  so  much  good  work.  If  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  is  not  concluded  to-day,  the 
presumplion  is  that  ils  consideration  will  go  over 
to  next  week.  If  gentlemen  would  agree  to  it,  I 
would  like  that  the  morning  hour  of  to-day  be  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  that  bill  in  comm  ;•'<■?. 
If  Ihe  proposition  be  agreed  to,  we  may  finiah  the 
bill  before  our  adjournment. 

Mr.  OLDS.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  I  wish  to  say  a  word.  I  de 
sire  that  committees  should  have  the  momir; 
hour,  during  which  they  may  submit  reports  rer 
ularly.  When  it  has  terminated,  we  can  l- 
committee,  and  there  remain  until  we  can 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  out  with  us. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  nsk  more.  I  do 
not  want  to  interfere  with  the  regular  business  of 
the  morning  hour.  All  I  desire  is  to  have  the 
civil  and  diplomslic  bill  finished  to-day. 

Mr.  BENTON.     Mr.  Si>eaker,  I 
bring  forward  a  question  os  to  the  prii 
House  in  reference  lo  the  bill  which  ii.n.    .rr.;  re- 
ported this  morning  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.     I  want  an  opportunity  to  p\ead  the 

frivilege  of  this  House  before  we  vote  on  that  bill, 
am  not  ready  ihis  day.  The  matter  comes  all 
of  a  sudden  and  by  surprise  on  me;  and  I  want 
opportunity  of  pleading  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Siaf-  ""•'  '^e 
people  of  the  United  States,  before  Wf  i 

appropriation.     I  ask  il,  sir,  in   the  i  ? 

Constitution,  of  the  House,  and  of  the  coi. 
The  SPEAKER.     Does  the  "entlemsn  ■ 
any   distinct   proposition  for   the  action   oi    ir.t 
House.' 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  propose  that  we  do  nolcoit- 
sider  that  appropriation  until  we  shall  have  is 
opportunity  of  inquiring  whether  the  privileges 
of  the  House  have  been  invaded  in  the  negotiation 
of  that  treaty.  This  I  will  be  ready  for  to-mor- 
row. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  mi 
!  stands  the  condition  of  the  bill.  It  is  «  •' 
bill  lo  be  taken  up  and  considered  in  Coiomiue* 
of  the  Whole,  nnd  is  there  open  to  debate.  TJiers 
is  no  proposition  to  incorporate  il  with  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill.  Indeed  there  is  an  express 
rule  wLich  requires  all  bills  appropriating  money 
to  carry  out  treaties  lo  be  referred  to  and  discussed 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union.  1  did  not  propose  to  take  up  the  bill 
to-day. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE  CUTTERS. 
Mr.  FULLER.     I  desire,  before  the    Houss 
proceeds  lo  the  business  of  the  morii-'  '    "••    lo 
ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  11  e 

up  bill  No.  242,  relating  to  revenue  cu  a 

I  brought  up  yesterday  morning. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  object. 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.     I    rise  to  a 
privileged  question.    I  move  to  reconsider  the  rots 
by  which  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  seied 
committee   on    the   superintendence   of    national 
armories  was  yesterday  referred  to  the  Cominil'. 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ond 
ordered  lo  be  printed.     I  do  not  propose  no\r  to 
take  it  up,  as  the  gentleman  who  presented  it  is 
absent;  but  I  ask  that  il  may  be  eniered. 
REPORTS   FROM  COM.MITTEES. 
The  SPEAKER.     Reports  are  in  order  from 
the  Commiitee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  RoBds. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  JAME3  C.  ALLEN,  it  wsa 
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Ordered,  That  lUe  Oomniittec  on  ihe  Post  OfBco  and  Post 
Roads  be  dischnrged  from  Ihe  I'lirthur  con^lderulion  of  Ihe 
petition  for  a  ninil  routi;  from  HiidBOtiville,  Illinois,  and 
Bel-Air.  Also,  for  a  ninil  route  from  Marshall  to  Charter- 
town  ;  and  also  from  Greville  to  Charlu^tovvn,  and  also 
from  Chark'tttown  to  Snilivan. 

[The  objert  of  Mr.  A.  is  to  laytbetn  before  the 
Poat  Office  Department.] 

MODIFICATION  OP  THE  POSTAGE  LAWS. 

Mr.  OLDS.  [  am  ilirected  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  report  the 
followinj;  bill: 

A  bill  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
March  3,  1851. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  in  extenso. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  desire  merely  to  say  to  the 
House  that  this  is  the  fifth  section  of  the  substi- 
tute for  the  postage  bill,  acted  on  by  the  House 
the  other  day.  It  makes  thepostageof  letters  for 
distances  under  three  thousand  miiea  three  cents, 
and  requires  prepayment,  and  that  that  prepay- 
ment be  by  Hlamps.  It  puts  ocean  postage  at  five 
cents  for  distances  under  three  thousand  miles, 
and  at  ten  cents  for  distances  over  three  thousand 
miles.   That  postage  is  now  ten  and  twenty  cents. 

Inasmuch  as  1  do  not  propose  to  say  a  word 
myself  in  reference  to  this  subject,  supposing  that 
the  bill  is  perfectly  understood  by  the  House,  I 
propose  now  to  move  the  previous  question  on  its 
passage;  and  let  the  bill  be  either  fost  or  passed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  withdraw  his  motion,  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  me  to  ask  him  a  question  in 
reference  to  this  bill,  to  which  I  have  no  hostility.' 

Mr.  OLDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  1  wish  to  know  if  this  is  what 
was  left  of  the  substitute  the  other  day  after  the 
House  had  stricken  out  the  sections  respecting  the 
franking  privilege,  and  that  which  proposed  to  in- 
crease the  postage  on  newspapers  .' 

Mr.  OLDS.  This  is  the  fifth  section  of  the 
substitute.  It  contains  nothing  about  newspapers 
or  the  franking  privilege.  It  is  precisely  the  fifth 
section  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will 
excuse  me  for  making  another  observation.  To 
me  this  bill  is  entirely  unexceptionable,  as  I  think 
that  the  prepayment  of  poslageat  the  rate  of  three 
cents  is  a  desirable  thing,  and  it  will  save  a  great 
deal  of  intricate  machinery  in  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  now  move  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  biH. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  su.^pended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  that  we  may,  if  possible,  get  clear 
of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  to-day;  and  on  that 
motion  I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  Parker,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  75,  noes  54. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  But 
if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  J  ones]  will 
withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment,  to  allow  me 
to  make  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  that 
it  be  printed,  I  am  willing  that  ir  should  go  over 
until  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  cannot  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Otherwise  the  bill  will  go  to  the 
Speaker's  table  and  be  lost.  I  therefore  ask  the 
yens  and  nays  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  allow  the  motion  to  recommit  to 
be  enterlained. 

Mr.  JONES.  You  have  already  voted  it  down. 
It  was  done  the  other  day. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 
Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Will  the  Chair 
allow  me  to  make  an  inquiry?  If  the  House  re- 
solve to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union  now,  what  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  go  upon  the  Speaker's 
table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  a  motion  is  made  now 
to  recommit  the  bill,  will  it  not  cpme  up  tu-mor- 
row  morning? 

The  SPE.\KER.  It  will  comefp  during  the 
morning  hour. 


Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  hipe  the  gentle- 
man I'rom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  will  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  gentleman's  making  the  motion. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Then  1  move  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  desire  to  make  a  personal  explanation  in  con- 
nection with  the  resolution  which  I  offered  yester- 
day; and  I  desire  the  consent  of  the  House  to  do 
so  before  the  House  resolves  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BROOKS  proceeded.  To  guard  against 
misapprehension,  misrepresentotion,  and  niisre- 
porting,  I  have  put  what  I  desired  to  say  in 
writing.     What  I  have  to  say  is  this: 

It  has  been  intimated  to  rae  that  the  resolutions 
of  which  I  gave  notice  on  yesterday  might  be 
fairly  construed  by  some,  and  designedly  so  by 
others,  into  a  censure  upon  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Churchwell.]  I  now  declare  that 
to  censure  that  gentleman,  even  by  implication, 
was  no  part  of  my  design.  No  one  knows  better 
than  himself,  that  my  sympathies  were  with  him 
because  of  political  association;  and  many  with 
whom  I  am  most  familiar,  know  that,  impressed 
as  I  was  with  the  belief  that  there  was  a  concerted 
plan  by  some  of  the  opponents  of  the  Nebraska 
bill  to  embarrass  the  gentleman,  I  had  avowed  my 
purpose  to  sustain  him  under  every  circumstance, 
and  had  made  animated  efforts  to  produce  in  them 
a  like  determination. 

They  also  know  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
move  to  lay  on  the  table  the  resolution  of  which 
notice  was  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Millson,]  and  which  I,  in  common  with 
others,  fancied,  at  the  time,  to  be  a  maneuver  of  a 
combination. 

In  regord  to  the  action  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  I  have  to  say,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  I 
was  in  error,  and  did  him  injustice  by  the  suspi- 
cions I  entertained.  I  now  know  that  they  were 
unfounded. 

In  respect  to  my  resolvtlions  I  have  this  to  say. 
It  had  been  openly  asserted  on  the  floor,  in  reply 
to  a  manly  and  tasteful  apology  for  violating  the 
decorum  of  this  body ■  that  a  "deadly  instru- 
ment "  had  been  ongrily  exhibited  in  this  House. 
This  announcement  would  go  to  the  country;  and 
without  intending  to  support  or  deny  the  asser- 
tion as  to  the  exhibition  of  a  weapon,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  there  was  a  manifest  propriety  in  tem- 
pering 80  grave  an  announcement,  by  coupling 
with  it  an  assurance  to  the  public  that  this  House 
would  reprobate,  whenever  it  might  occur,  con- 
duct so  at  variance  with  its  decorum,  and  detract- 
ing from  the  dignity  of  the  American  Congress. 

The  first  of  the  resolutions  I  presented  is  founded 
in  propriety,  in  honor,  and  in  wisdom,  and  I  shall 
insist  upon  its  being  added  to  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

The  other  was  intended  to  ridicule  an  unmanly 
and  pernicious  habit,  and  to  restore  by  a  jest  the 
harmony  of  the  House,  which  was  fast  becoming 
excited  and  divided. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  iaak  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  allow  me  a  single  word. 

Mr.  BROOKS.    With  pleasure. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  say,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  remarks  submitted  by  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina,  in  relation  to  his 
impression  that  there  was  a  preconcerted  plan  to 
embarrass  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  CucRciin'ELi.,]  that  it  is  due  to 
others,  and  especially  to  those  involved  in  the 
trouble,  that  I  should  say,  as  I  do  now,  that  there 
was  nothing  like  a  preconcerted  plan  on  my  part 
with  others  in  bringing  up  the  matter  which  I 
brought  before  the  House  connected  wilh  the  ex- 
planation of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [iMr.  Churchweli.]  on  Monday.  And, 
sir,  I  avail  myself  of  the  courtesy  of  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  because  I  have  understood 
from  other  sources  that  it  has  been  asserted  that 
I  had  made  a  prearranged  or  premeditated  combi- 
nation for  the  purpose  of  putting  him  in  a  false 
position. 

It  is  especially  due  to  the  colleague  of  the  gentle- 


man [Mr.  Ccli.om]  now  before  me,  that  I  should 
say,  as  I  do  now,  to  the  House  and  the  country, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do,  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  Ihe  personal  explanation  which  I  made  before 
the  House  on  that  day,  in  relation  to  the  use  of 
my  name  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
[Mr.  Cuuchwell]  on  the  Nebraska  bill.  He  had 
no, knowledge  of  mydesign  to  do  so  at  that  time. 
And  let  me  say,  that  I  had  no  intention  of  bring- 
ing the  matter  up  at  the  time,  when  I  entered 
the  Plall  on  Monday  morning.  I  did  not  think 
of  such  a  thing  until  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see himself  brought  the  matters  connected  with 
his  speech  before  the  House. 

It  is  certainly  due,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  all  parties, 
that  I  should  here,  in  this  open  way,  before  the 
Housei  acquit  all  those  who  participated  in  the 
discussion  of  Monday  last  of  anything  like  a 
combined  or  premeditated  design  to  assail,  in  any 
way,  the  l)onora,ble  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Chiirciiwell.] 

Mr.  BROOKS.  1  am  unwilling,  sir,  to  hold  to 
the  belief  expressed  in  my  previous  remarHs, 
after  the  assurance  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
When  1  am  assured,  as  has  been  done  by  the  gen- 
tleman on  his  honor,  that  no  such  combination 
existed,  1  am,  as  a  gentleman,  bound  to  believe 
that  none  existed.  I  do  so  believe,  and  am  glad 
of  having  given  the  opportunity  to  the  genllenian 
from  Ohio  for  explanation.  I  knew  tnot  suspi- 
cion of  combination  was  enterlained.  I  knewthat 
it  was  entertained  generally;  and  gentlemen  on 
that  side  must  admit  that  there  were  circumstances 
of  a  suspicious  nature  connected  with  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  desire  tosay  a  single  word. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  unanimous  consent 
to  the  gen  tleman  's  proceeding  with  his  explanation .' 

Mr.  RUSSELL.     I  object. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  have  the  floor  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina yielded  up  the  floor  altogether. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Ijielded  for  explanation  to  tha 
gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  One  word  only.  Itismatter 
of  surprise  to  me,  sir,  that  any  gentleman  in  this 
Hall  would  suppose  that,  in  introducing  the  reso- 
lution yesterday,  1  could  have  been  influenced  by 
any  other  motive  than  to  vindicate  the  dignity  of 
the  House.  I  wish  only  to  say,  that  whatever 
have  been  the  impressions  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  either  in  his  original  suspicion  or 
his  present  belief,  they  have  been  derived  from 
no  word  that  I  have  uttered  to  him;  for  1  have 
had  no  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  whom 
I  know  to  be  a  man  of  honor,  to  an  expression  of 
a  general  character  made  use  of  in  his  remarks. 
He  said:  "And  many  with  whom  I  am  most  fa- 
miliar know  that,  impressed  as  I  was  with  the 
belief  that  there  was  a  concerted  plan  by  the  ojipo- 
nenli  of  the  Mbraska  bill  to  embarrass  the  gentle- 
man," &c.  As  a  gentleman,  I  am  incapable  of 
doing  wrong  to  any  man.  When  offend'ed  on 
just  cause,  I  will  hold  the  wrongdoer  to  an  ac- 
count. I  knew  that  the  gentleman  never  meant 
to  apply  such  an  observation  to  me.  As  the  ex- 
pression was  general,  however,  I  felt  bound  to 
bring  it  to  his  attention. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion, Mr.  Speaker,  to  insert  in  my  remarks  tha 
word  "  some."  I  acknowledge  that  1  entertained 
suspicion;  but  I  do  not  now.  With  the  consent 
of  the  Houie,  I  shall  insert  the  word  "some." 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  the  House  then  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Orr  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill. 

«The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee last  rose,  they  had  under  consideration  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Haveh,]  which  is  as  follows: 

For  Ihe  purchase  of  the  lots  or  parcels  of  land,  with  the 
appnrtenant'es  and  ttie  buildiii|t»  thereon  belnnginir,  Ihe  one 
tliereof  lo  itie  Itanit  of  Coniinerce,  and  the  other  iherectf  to 
the  Rank  of  the  Slate  of  New  Yortt,  atul  jiarticutarty  re- 
luncd  lo  niul  ilescrihed  in  two  conltacis,  one  Milh  each  of 
Mid  bonks,  fat  the  leaning  and  right  to  punhaM  the  nme, 
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hpuriin  dam  Ihn  19rli  nf  Auinol,  1853,  <S3n,n00  :  ProcUtJ, 
Tlint  iH^rorf*  ilif  ttnid  pnrclia-fl  Ii<  I'oinpl.'ti-il,  lli»^  Sim«  of 
N>w  Y'lrk  »h:ill  qvA-  in  ilii'  HiiitiMl  Smii'»  jiici'dlrlioiinvpr  1 
VJiiit  IniiH  nriil  prnpirlyfAiid  itlinll  l>y  Inw  rxotirrnle  thi*«nint'f  | 
M>rillieprn|>tTly  nl  Ili»*  ITnitpdSuilfj.lJu'refni,  froiriltll  Iiixki>,  j 
I'-vieit,  mid  nx^fftr-iiifiit*.  llim-oii,  whiliit  llie  nainu  rviiiBMitf  | 
lli«  propeny  of  the  Unilrd  Slates. 

And  llmtHdid  amfnilm»iit  win,  nn  motion  of  the 
gfnllrman   from    PrnnsylvKnin,   [Mr.   Robbinh,]  i 
nmendrd  hy  the  nddiiinn  of  the  follo*ing  provmu: 

Provltlfit,  hoTti-er^  That  no  pnri  nf  ttii.i  niiprnprjiilfon 
|Mtiibt.ii<,-d,iitild  ilicSrcn-larynf  lhoTr»•a^^l^y  tintifitlcrcd 
Into  M  lie^'otiilliiMi  Willi  IIim  JMi'iinrs  of  lli«  lol  in  iiiirvlion  in 
Ifpt  riit  nf  i*<iid  li'a>'i-,  niid  uliin  tiKK  a^ct-iIiiiiM  d  uiinii  wtinl 
li-im*  i«;tid  Ifinn-  can  h*!  diMi>nfird  nl.  and  liiu  ri-itnned  tin* 
rouil  nf  i^aid  ii«*;;nli:tli<>n  tn  ilic  next  »«winii  of  Coiigrt-ii*. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.     I  wish  lo  ofTcr  the  follow- 
ing  aul>8titul>-  for  the  amendment  of  the  geiillemaii 
-from   New  Yi>rk,  [Mr.  HivtN'.J   to  iimen  after  • 
the  wordi)  "  land  and  pro[>eriy  "  the  following:        i 

fl^K^rvmf  the  rislit  of  thu  Slate  to  wrve  i^vil  and  crini-  ; 
Innl  prm-cA).  ; 

Mr.  HAVEN.     Do  I  understand  my  colleague  j 
that  hedcsiiea  to  offer  my  nmendmeiil  preciaely  j 
over  n£;iiin,  with   the  addition   of  the   words  he 
Btipgesie.'  I 

Mr.  PECKHAM.     I  mean  to  offer  what  I  have  '■ 
Rent  up  to  the  Clerk's  desk  aa  a  aubslltute  for  the 
wnole  amendment  and  the  proviso.  i 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
irentleman  from  New  York  [.Mr.  Pcckiiam]  it  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  JONES, of  Tennessee.  Upon  what  ground 
does  the  Chair  rule  thai  the  ameiidmenl  is  out  of 
order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  UpAn  the  ground  Ihnt  it 
is  proposed  to  rinkeoutand  insert  the  very  same 
matter  already  contained  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JON  Ed.  1  had  supposed  it  to  be  different 
matter. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  precisely  the  same 
matter.  The  change  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  desires  to  make  he  can  make  bjr  pro- 
posing it  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  bis  colleague,  but  not  as  a 
substitute. 

The  queslion  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Ha- 
ven's amendment,  aa  amended;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

To  complrle  tlie  cii«tom-hon«e  at  Waldohoro*,  in  the 
9lnlc  nf  Muin**,  llie  nuin  of  ^1.1,000,  which,  in  addition  lo 
th«  sum  h^relnfnre  apprnprinifd.  itliall  coni'tilulelh«  vnlire 
eoNi  ol  llii>  p(irc>ia«i;  of  the  Kile,  and  the  erection  and  cuni- 
pletionuf  the  biilldilig. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  that  amendment  in  order 
in  this  place .> 

The  CH  AIRMAN.    The  Chair  thinks  it  is. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Has  there  been  a 
site  of  a  cusioin  house  got  there  yet .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  So  far  as  the  place  in  the 
bill  is  concerned  al  which  this  amendment  comes 
in,  it  is  ill  order.  The  Chair  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Farlbt)  if  any  ap- 
propriation has  yet  been  made  for  the  erection 
of  a  custom-house  at  this  place,  or  if  there  has 
been  any  law  heretofore  passed  authorizing  the 
cOMStrnciion  of  a  custom-house  there.'  — 

Mr.  FARLEY.  There  has  been.  If  I  can 
have  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, I  Will  endeavor  to  explain  the  matter  to 
their  Halisfaction.  In  the  general  appropriation 
act  of  1853,  an  appropriation  was  made  in  the  fol- 
lowing language: 

"  For  pnrchaiiinii  a  kIip,  and  the  conalrnplion  of  a  eiiila- 
hi*'  ttuildinc  at  WMldnhnro',  Maine,  for  cii-toin-hnniie,  pniit  . 
offlcf.  and  oilier  nfricc*  of  ihe  Unilcd   .Sialc--,  and  fur    ; 
nii«liinelhefiaine,91-2,IMiO:  Prorld*'d.Thal  Raid  lotandhiiild-  j 
Init  fliall  be  exempted  frnm  cily  ami  all  olher  laxi'ii  wlial 
ever,  by  the  act  ofihe  T.pgi^laiiire  of  Maine:  -f  nrf  pt-ori/'ed 
fttrthtr^  That  bpfnre  lln:  Secretary  of  ilie  Treamiry  iihaM 
erect  the  i^aid  building,  it  »liaU  fir>l  be  liiiidiiry  to  procure  a  1 
pntper  liile  or  lot  nf  ground,  nnd  lo  make  a  cnniracl  or  con 
liaclH  for  the  erection  of  Kaid   linildini!  and  fnrlli^llill^  Ihe  : 
eaine,  al  a  miin  nr  i^niM^  which  i,hall  itnt,  in  the  whole,  ex-  j 
ceed  Ihe  rum  of  $13,000,  ineluaive  nf  mill  lot,  which  «aid  [ 
cnnlracl  or  conlraclJ*^hnll  he  secured  byi{<ifidaud  siilTicipnl  ; 
i>iireiiei*.  In  Ihe  Kali^^faclion  of  the  vaid  Secretary  of  rtle  \ 
Treaiiury  and  Fresident  of  Ihe  LTnited  States." 

In  pursuance  of  this  appropriation,  nnd  under  1 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  an  i 
agent  of  the  Department  selected  a  lot  at  Waldo-  ' 
boro',  the  title  of  which  was  secured.  The  cost ! 
of  the  lot  and  charees  amounted  to  §2,247.  That ' 
■was  in  the  fall  of  1852,  In  Mav,  1853.  the  Secre- 
tory of  the  Treasury  writM  as  follows  )o  the  eom- 1 


missionera  appninUd  to  superintend  the  erection 
of  this  custom-house: 

THVAHirav  DariKTMtllT,  itfaySI,  1M3. 

Gknti.kmf.:^:  The  "tiiH-rvi^init  nrcliiitrl  of  Ihia  Depart- 
meni,  alter  ex.iniinine  ll>e  pnipo!>alit  received  for  ereclinit 
Hie  W'alihdionr  cUKIom  liiHine,  reports  lliat  aHer  inaking 
eiicli  inndidcalioini  In  Iheir  ainoiinlK  an  lliey  ri<|ilire,  lie 
tlndM  Ihe  lowe-t  hid  lo  be  V^'l.Hin  9.1,  while  Ihe  ainntllit  of 
the  apprt>tnialioii  (to  which  by  Ihe  law  Ihe  whole  biiildinf 
and  I'urtiinire  in  reniilcltd)  now  aviiiluble,  i*  ooly  ^•,7.'i3, 
coiiM  r]iieiilly  ii'i  coiilract  can  now  he  awaided  nn  Ihe  pro- 
posal*; hut  an  Mm  iirenent  denisn  for  the  biilliHii);  in  appro 
(iriale  for  Ihe  piiriio.-e.  Instead  of  re^nrlilij*  lo  an  inlerior 
nne,  wliicli  could  !>•;  en-cled  for  Hie  fiindn  al  Ihertippoicalof 
Ihi-  Deparlnienl,  it  lian  been  decided  lo  runpend  Hclioll  in 
llie  matter  until  the  ineeliiiK  ol  Connreri!!,  when  the  facln 
will  be  reported  10  il,  and  an  npprnprjaiion  recouiuiendcd 
nufficieM  to  meet  tlie  cont  nf  cointlriielion. 

Verv  reapectfully,  vour  obedient  nervani, 

JAMl:i«<iUTHRIE, 
Sea^elaiyoft^e  TScistrry. 

MeMrw.JoliNG.  TtRowN  and  William  .A.Scuenck,  Com- 
rnii.oneri,  tCaWofcffro*  i-u«toiii-Aonie. 

Under  thiit  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  proceedings  on  the  building  were  sus- 
pended. This  Congress  assembled.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  did  not  send  in  n  report  upon 
this  subject,  for  the  reason,  which  does  not  ap- 
pear in  the  papers,  that  it  had  been  suggested  that 
It  would  be  better  to  change  the  port  of  entry  in 
that  district;  nnd  that  if  the  change  should  be 
made,  it  would  npi>enr,in  the  report  of  Judge  Bar- 
rett, to  be  made  under  the  law  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  for  revising  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  Department,  however,  has 
come  to  tie  conclusion  lo  let  the  port  of  entry 
remain  ntWaldnboro',  because  it  is  a  central  poini. 
That  is  the  reason  why  no  report  was  made  of  the 
facts  by  the  Department  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session.  I  to-day  called  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  I 
have  a  letter  from  him,  which  I  ask  may  be  read. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

Trsahcrt  DEeARTMEXT,  JnoeSa,  1M(. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  oI  Ihmdale, I  tiavellie  honor 
tn  state  thai  of  the  >uni  of  $1-2,1110  appropriated  by  the  act 
M  Ai>i;ni-t  :tl,  18.Vi,  for  huiUlini;  a  cu^uiiu  liou'>e  at  Waldo- 
born',  §-3.247  wi  re  expend*  d  in  tite  purchase  of  a  nite, 
and  oilier  incidental  charge**,  lenviojf  a  lialancu  of  ^It,".^! 
applionhle  In  Ihe  erection.  A  niiitable  plan  of  the  buildliiK 
wan  devined.  and  prn)K)naln  inviied,  lh«>  lowenl  nf  wliicli 
wan  for  §-2:1,816  9.'>.  The  Deparlnienl,  under  Ihe  law.  wan 
unable  to  proceed  upon  Ihin  bid,  and  ifl  iiidinpnned  tn  put 
up  nuch  a  hnildini:  nn  can  be  connlrucled  Inr  ihe  .<J9,753. 
The  mihjecl  han,  Iherefnre,  been  nu>pended,  until  Conitrena 
nhall  delerniine  upon  the  exp«-dicncy  of  apprupriauog  Uie 
furthi-r  *iuni  necennary,  namely,  .fl.'t.OOo. 

I  have  the  honor  t-*  be  your  ohedieni  nervant, 

JAME.-l  GUTHRIE, 
SerTrtury  0/  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  E.  W.  Fari.cv,  Houte  of  Repre^etitaticee. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  do  not  ask  for  this  appropri- 
ation on  the  ground  that  a  large  amount  of  reve- 
nue is  collected  in  the  disirict  of  Waldoboro',  an 
objection  which  I  nniicipnte  will  be  made;  but  for 
the  reason  that  the  business  of  the  district,  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  importnlions,  requires  the  erec- 
tion of  a  permanent  fire-proof  building.  Gentle- 
men living  remote  from  the  sea-board  dislricls,  are, 
fierhaps,  not  familiar  with  the  duties  imposed  by 
aw  upon  the  officers  ofthe  customs,  and  which  are 
yearly  increasing,  from  the  growing  tonnage  nf  this 
and  olher  districts  in  Maine.  All  vessels  built  have 
to  be  measured  and  furnished  with  the  papers  re- 
quired by  law — those  under  license  have  a  yearly 
renewal  of  their  papersr  The  duties  requireil  by 
your  hospital  laws;  the  recording  of  bills  of  sales; 
the  prevention  of  smtiejiling;  the  monthly  returns 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  besides  other  duties, 
too  numerous  to  mention,  and  entirely  discon- 
nected with  the  collection  of  revenue,  require  a 
force  of  officers  sufficient  lo  discharge  them,  and 
suitable  buildings  for  ihe  preservation  of  papers 
and  records.  The  performance  of  these  duties  is 
attended  with  expense,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  so  irifline 
that  It  should  not  be  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  importance  of  the  great  commercial  interests 
intended  lo  be  protected  by  our  revenue  laws. 

1  say,  further,  that  the  Government  is  interested 
in  having  suitable  buildines  erected  at  the  ports  of 
entry  of  the  important  collection  districts  in  Maine, 
whether  large  amounis  of  revenue  are  collected 
althem  or  otherwise.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  taken  an  intelligent  view  of  this  subject, 
and  recommends  an  application  of  the  policy  of 
the  Department  in  this  instance. 

I  present  this  subject  as  an  independent  meas- 
ure, free  from  Ihe  objection  of  being  connected 
with  any  schemes  of  a  log-rolling  character,  and 
desire  to  have  it  decided  upon  its  merits. 


I  This  district  of  Waldoboro'  has  a  populatioa 
||  of  about  forty-five  lliousonil  iirhal'itants.  Within 
I  its  liiniiH  were  built,  in  1853,  lorty  thousand  loaa 
jl  of  shipping;  during  the  present  year  there  will  be 
I'  built  fifty  thousand  tons  of  the  first  class.  What 
|l  is  true  of  the  Waldob.iro'  diairict,  in  this  re«{>ect, 
'  la  efiiinlly  applic.al>le  to  moat  of  the  other  districta 
:  in  Maine,  in  proporiion  10  their  population  end 
I  capital.  Of  the  total  amount  of  tonnage  owned 
I  within  theaeveral  collection  district*)  of  the  United 
I  Stales,  Waldoboro'  rank.s  as  the  ninth.  During 
M  the  year  1853,  there  were  built  in  the  State  of 
I  Maine,  aa  I  ascertain  from  aourcea  not  official, 
',\  yet  of  a  reliable  character,  one  hundred  and  se*- 
;i  enty  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  worth  at  least 
J!  $in,0(K),(IOO.  A  portion  of  the  i*->nna<r-  -  ---i*'  i-.iilt 
1;  is  reittiiied  by  her.     The  remainder  :  1- 

Ij  zens  of  Olher  States,     Shebuilda  near:  uf 

;}  the  tonnage  of  the  sea-going  vessels  of  the  on  oty. 
!l  Every  dollar  the  Government  has  ex(i«nded  for 
1  cus'om-houaes  in  Maine,  and  aids  to  navigation 
1  along  her  const,  has  been  well  invested,  and  has 
i|  been  returned  over  and  over  again.  She  is  the 
;  great  ship-lmilding  Slate  of  ihe  Union;  and  our 
foreign  commerce,  to  which  Maine  cr>i:tri^*'j;e»  so 
important  nn  element,  is  doing  mor*-  1 

knowledge  of  our   institutions   and  c 

throughout  the  world,  and  giving  an  o  iiuc**v*:  lO 
Ihe  American  name  in  other  lands,  than  perhapa 
any  other  great  interest  of  our  country. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    1  would  inquire  if  that  let- 
ter is  dated  to' day  .' 
Mr.  FARLEY,     It  is. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  very  singular, for  there 
is  no  estimate  for  it  at  all. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  the  Houseean  sund  this 
custom-house,  1  shall  begin  10  de«  mir*  and  I 
think    they  will   then   be  ready  to    ^  s- 

thing  which  may  be  proposed  here  I'u:  1- 

diture  of  the  public  money. 

Now,  sir,  at  this  place  called  Waldoboro',  in  the 
Slate  of  Maine,  there  is  collected  revenueamouiit- 
ing  to  51,740,  and  that  at  a  cost  ui  the  Govern- 
ment of  §4,871,     Now,  in  that  state  of  the  ca>», 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cornea  here 
letter,  and  stales  that  he^annol  build  •••!!! 
house  with  the  $9,000,  which  is  the  1 
appropriation;  but  thai  he  must  hnv  0 

expend  upon  that  point,  where  the  e\,-,;i^>:  ■■,  ,-.>.- 
lecting  exceeds  the  revenue  by  $3,131, 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  if  this  House  is  prepared  u> 
stand  that.'  If  they  are  willing  to  uphold,  by  lAeir 
action,  recommendations  of  this  sort,  and  to  make 
expenditures  of  money  upon  workn  of  this  kind, 
wherever  and  whenever  people  choose  to  cone 
forward  and  ask  for  appropriations,  there  wiH 
probably  be  found  a  dozen  other  places  where  tbs 
Government  collects  revenue,  and  where  the  dti- 
parily  between  the  amount  collected  and  the  coat 
of  collecting-it  is  not  so  great  aa  is  it  at  the  place 
under  consideration,  where  they  could,  wiiJi  eijwai 
propriety,  make  an  expenditure  of$'20,£<fW  to  build 
custom-houses,  court-houses,  and  post  officee.  I 
hope  the  House  will  put  a  stop  to  this  thing;  and 
if  Ihe  S«crelary  of  the  Treasury  is  disposed  to 
make  such  expenditures,  that  they  will  give  him 
to  understand  thai  he  cannot  get  the  nioney  hen 
to  carry  out  the  plan. 

Mr.  FARLEY.  I  woultl  inquire  if  I  eanmoee 
to  increase  or  reduce  the  amount  of  my  ainead- 
ment,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  cannot  de 
that. 

Mr.  PARLEY.     Cannot  I  withdraw  it? 
The  CHAIR.M AN.    Only  by  unanimous  eou- 
sent,  ' 

Mr.  LETCHER.     I  object. 
Mr.  FARLEY.     I  ask  for  tellers. 
Tellers  were  ordered;    and    Messrs.  Coz  ud 
CHtiRciiwELi.  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  64,  noes  55. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.     I  offer  the  (bttovkc 
amendment: 

To  complete  the  marine  hospital  at  Clevelaial,  to  As 
Stale  of  Ohio,  J-l'i.dOll; 

To  complete  ihe  marine  hnvpilal  al  St.  Loul^,  iotbe  SlaM 
of  Micioiiri,.«10,no(l; 

To  c-onipleie  Ho'  marine  hn^nita]  at  Chlcaen,  In  ihcSjaW 
oflllinoia,  se.OO*; 

To  complete  ilie  marine  bofcpttaJ  at  Ixmievnir,  la  oe 
State  of  Kentucky,  $19,000  j 
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I'o  roinplt-te  llie  iniMrii;  liiKpital  lit  Pailucallf  in  Xhe  said 

To  c"iiii»I.M«,  li'i'  ni:iiiiie  hospital  at  Evonsville,  in  the 
laif  uriiMliaiia,  fa.imil; 

T"  coiHi»li-|M  llie  iMRrine  hospftal  at  San  Pranciscn,  and 
inolxs';  lli*r  ttii^*  aiM  drain  tin:  »anie,  and  for  the  necessary 
lUI  tliiildiii|!»,.$  14,000. 
I  olTer  the  amendment  at  this  point  to  expedite 
e   progress  of  the  bill.     I  find  that  the  amend- 
ent  WHS  submitted  some  time  since  by  the  gen- 
eman    from    Kentucky,    [Mr.    liRitcKiNRiDCii:,] 
'om  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.     The 
committee  will  recollect  that  some  weeks  ago  each 
of  these  items  of  the  proposition  was  fully  dis- 
cussed here,  and   adopted  by  the  House.     Each 
and   every*  one  of  these  items   has  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    They 
~  ave  also  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Committee 
f  Ways  and   Means;  and   my  only  object  in 
fTering  it  now  is  to  expedite  the  progress  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
leni.  The  subject  has  been  so  fully  discussed, 
hat  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  say  anythin?  now. 
e  are  now  expending  on  these  marine  hospitals, 
,n  the  purchase  of  siiea,  double  what  we  collect 
'rom  seamen.  Besides  appropriations  for  building 
these  marine  hospitals  and  keeping  them  up,  our 
expenditures  annually  double  the  amount  of  our 
receipts  from  the  lax  on  seamen's  wages.     If  we 

I  are  to  continue  the  system  of  building  these 
houses,  it  seems  to  me  those  places  which  have 
jTeceived  appropriations  nf  jaO.OOO  and  §100,000, 
ioughi  to  stop,  and  let  those  pla'ces  which  have 
received  nothing  at  all  get  as  much  before  they 
fo  further.  The  buildings  are  substantially  com- 
nlried  now.  All  that  is  needed  is  fencing,  or  the 
fixing  up  of  the  lot.  The  approprialions  are  not 
for  the  sul>8tantial  comforts  of  the  hospitals,  but 
for  decoration;  so  I  think  that  we  had  better  vote 
them  down.  If  we  are  to  keep  up  the  system,  let 
those  points  for  which  no  appropriations  have 
been  made,  or,  if  any,  small  ones,  get  enough  to 
build  hospitals  suitable  for  the  care  of  sick  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  PRESTON.     I  move  pro /orma  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  five  dollars. 

Mr.  Chairman,  so  far  as  the  hospital  lying  in 
my  district  is  concrrned,and  which  it  included  in 
the  amendments  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  I  have  a  letter  from  the  resident  physician 
there,  which  goes  to  show  the  remarks  of  the 
hairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
ve  no  application  to  it.    He  said  these  appro- 
_  riations  were  only  for  ornamental  work.    In  this 
Scaae  the  appropriation  is  tn  furnish  necessary  fur- 
iture  for  the  esiablishment.     The  resident  phy- 
•ician  writes  as  follows: 

Unitkd  Statks  Mabisk  Hospital,         > 
J^ouisvii.LK,  KE.'<Tt;cKV,.4;rt-i/:2,  I8.'i4.  J 
DcAK  3ir:  Yim  are, pcrliapH.Hware  that  ihffGovt-rninent 

lOspttal  and  grounds  at  this  point  are  in  a  condition  that 
'calls  lotidly  for  an  apprnpriatioit  by  Coiierpss,  and  I  respect- 
fully a^-k  of  you  Itw  I'avor  to  interest  yoiirsell',  as  I  douhi 
not  It  will  be  >our  pleasure  to  do,  Hi  nellinK  llie  requii^ite 
iuin  allowed,  ifpo^i-ihtp,  at  ihe  present  session.  The  hon- 
orHtiie  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  soma  time  since,  called 
for  esliioatcs  for  the  iinproveilit-nls  judiied  to  be  necessary, 
which  were  duly  made  om  and  forw.irded.  The  ainouiit 
called  fi>r  wnt  about  .^l-^.OiiU.  A  less  sum,  I  am  sure, 
'tvotlld  bo  aliogether  inadei|iinte  upon  the  most  economical 
■~  (nr#^*,  if  it  t>e  desirable  to  have  thinps  appear  at  all  decent. 
With  your  permission  I  will  slate  what  is  Ihc  condition 
of  Ihiiig",  and  leave  you  to  I'orin  your  own  opinirm  as  to 
what  iiia>  be  needful  to  he  done  in  the  premises.  7*he  ltou^*e 
ilaetf  will  do,  save  that  the  supply  ol  lurniture  is  very  in 
a<tequale,  both  as  regards  amount  and  quality,  the  hed- 
ffteads  and  bedding  excepted.  For  instance,  on  coming 
here,  I  was  under  the  m  cessity,  as  my  w*orlhy  predecessor 
Tiad  been.orfiiniisliing,  iiiptiiictpal  (tort  at  my  private  cost, 
the  apartments  assigned  to,  or  set  apart  for,  Ihe  resident 
fliedical  oflicer,  wliich  was  never  cnnlemplated  Ity  the  laws 
legulalitiE  our  hospitals.  Not  only  so  ;  I  have  to  some  ex- 
tent supplied  tallies,  chairs,  &.C.,  lor  ihe  public  part  of  the 
hoi|se,  ritht  r  than  do  wilhoiit.  There  is  not,  I  may  say,  a 
dozen  good  chairs,  or  scats  of  any  kind,  in  all  the  wariN  of 
Ihe  hnspilal.  The  number  of  chairs  originally  furnished 
was  very  limited,  and  the  quality  very  inferior,  indeed,  in- 
•omiich  Uiul,  with  ordinary  usage,  nearly  the  whole  of 
lliem  arc  now  fallen  to  pieces.  1  could  go  on  ihus  to  par- 
ticularize, but  must  Cfuoe  tn  the  main  point,  which  is  the 
slate  of  Ihe  grounds.  W'e  have  a  nine  acre  lot;  and,  if  wn 
except  the  hospital  building,  wiih  Ihe  indiflerent  pavement 
about  it,  a  cisiern,  a  couple  of  dry  wells,  and  a  crazy  board 
fence  that  furnishes  no  protection  against  the  hogs  and  cattle 
that  prar.e  on  the  coinnion  around,  the  lot  is  wholly  without 
Iniprovemenl.  1'he  grounds  are  ungraded ;  no  walks  of 
any  kind  ;  no  shade  trees,  except  an  ohi  IiK-usl  or  two  ;  no 
ahrnlitiery  ;  no  gateway  or  entrance  of  any  kind,  in  (ront 
or  rear— in  short,  nolhing  hut  lieaps  of  uiiworked  stone, 
and  almnilance  of  mud  in  winter,  and  a  luxuriant  growth 
of  unsightly  weeds  in  summer.  Kvittv  one  who  visits  ihe 
prenii-e.i  has  sutneUiing  10  say  abouHp  sad  lack  of  need- 
ju!  tai^rroveiDOnr,  fiii^  all  agr**c  tltat  yie  slntc  of  tliin^i  is 

4f»jpmc«iul  lb  the  (>bv«mraent  thirt  aIlo*s  if,  and  a  pcrpet 


I  ual  eya  sore  to  all  pasterajiy.     I  hope,  then,  Colonel,  llial 
'.  you  will  give  your  eincieni  aid  in  priK*uriiig  the  necessary 
a|>propriailon  to  put  things  in  Boiiielhing  like  a  decent  tix. 
I  Ol  Ihe  amount  originally  appropriated  for  •'upiilyiitg  this 
I  hospital  with  furniture,  as  I  hiarn  from  Mr.  Tannehill,  tlic 
steward,  some  .^1,000  or  upwards  were  returned   to  the 
Treasury.     I   imagined  tliat  the  like  allowance  for  other 
lH»spitals  was  not  found  too  large.     It  Is  very  certain  that 
tliern  was  iiei-d  here  tor  the  whole  of  it.     If  there  was  not 
at  (iral,  there  is  great  need  of  it  now,  I  assure  you.     Per- 
sonally,  of  course,  1  can  have  little  interest  in  this  matter; 
but  reiilly,  for  tin;  credit  of  the  Government  and  of  our  town, 
1  shiuild  like  tnsee  things  here  wear  a  less  repulsive  aspect. 
I  see  there  is  a  hilt  pending  in  Congress  concerning  custom 
houses  and  hospiials,  wtiieh,  [  suppose,  provides  for  our  ' 
institution.     I  hope  it  will  not  fail  to  [lass ;  and  it  certainly  i 
cannot,  it  all  the  items  embraced  are  as  defensible  as  this 
of  ours. 
I  am,  very  respectAiMy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  HUGHES, 
Resiifen/  Pkytictan  Unilti  Statu  UotfUat. 
Hon.  W.  C.  Pbi!»to;«. 

M r.  JON ES,  of  Louisiana.  I  rise  not  so  much 
to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Preston,]  as  I  do  to  answer  some  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  HousTo.s,]  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  I  am 
III  favor  of  the  general  amendment  that  has  been 
offered  to  this  bill.  When  the  time  comes  for 
voting  upon  the  distinct  proposition,  I  shall  then 
choose  the  position  which  1  wish  to  occupy.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  urges  as  an  argument 
against  these  appropriations,  that  the  number  of 
persons  in  the  hospitals  is  very  little  proportionate 
to  the  amount  of  money  invested  in  them;  or  in 
other  words,  that  the  expenditure  upon  these  hos- 
pitals is  very  largely  in  advance  of  the  money 
received  from  the  seamen.  Suppose  it  is,  what 
shall  we  do?  What  does  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama propose  to  do.'  Shall  we  break  down  all 
our  marine  hospitals,  because  the  money  expended 
upon  them  is  so  greatly  disproportionate  to  the 
amount  received  from  seamen,  and  which  I  might 
say  is  wrung  from  iheni .'  What  are  we  to  do  with 
1  them?  Shall  we  turn  theseseamen  adrift  upon  the 
]  cold  charities  of  the  world.'  Does  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  propose  to  repeal  the  tax  levied 
i  upon  seamen .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana will  allow  me  I  will  tell  him;  and  if  he  had 
paid  attention  to  my  speech,  he  certainly  would 
have  discovered  that  I  was  in  favor — and  1  ex- 
pressly said  I  was — of  stopping  the  appropria- 
tions upon  these  buildings,  upon  which  enough 
already  had  been  expended,  and  to  apply  them  to 
those  buildings  upon  which  very  little  money  had 
been  expemled. 

Mr.  JONES.  How  are  we  to  determine  in  re- 
gard to  thismatter  except  upon  estimates  from  the 
proper  officers,  or  from  individuals  acquainted 
with  the  facts,  whether  these  points  have  received 
sufficient  appropriations  or  not .'  Shall  we  apply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  or  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  the  gentlemen  who  rep- 
resent the  particular  localities  where  these  hospi- 
tals are  situated?  Are  we  to  leave  them  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  and  only  half  built,  because 
the  expenditures  upon  them  have  been  heretofore 
extravagant?  Shall  we  permit  them  to  go  to  de- 
cay? And  are  these  seamen  who  may  be  left  at 
these  points,  to  be  thrown  on  the  charity  of  the 
community  because  these  hospitals,  which  have 
cost  so  much  money,  are  liot  in  a  condition  to  re- 
ceive them? 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Red  river,  the  dis- 
trict watered  by  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, almost  entirely,  from  the  point  at  which 
it  enters  into  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  the  point 
at  which  it  enters  into  the  Mississippi  river — the 
Red  river,  with  a  magnificent  navigation  of  twelve 
hundred  miles — the  Red  river,  through  whose 
mouth  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  whole  cotton  crop 
of  the  United  Slates  passes  to  market,  has  not  a 
single  marine  hospital  from  its  mouth  to  its 
source.  And  these  seamen,  who  have  to  pay  this 
tax,  are  deprived  of  all  the  advantages  which 
should  result  to  them  from  that  tax.  1  have  in- 
troduced a  bill  here  this  session  to  supply  this 
want,  ll  is  now  before  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, but  as  yet  the  committee  have  not  reported 
it,  and  I  fear  they  may  not  report  it.  But  it  is 
nolhing  but  simple  justice  to  my  section  of  the' 
country  that  they  should  do  so.  But  because  this 
bill  has  not  been  reported,  and  because  there  is  no 
law  establishing  a  marine  hospital  on  the  Red 
river,  1  am  debarred  by  the  rule.s  of  the  House 
from  offering  an  amendment  wh^ch  T  shoul/i  offer 
to  thisbill,  wefiil  no't so  prevented, givin'gJ,25,lK)0 


or  $30,000  for  the  establishment  of  a  single  ma 
rine  hospital  for  the  whole  coast  of  the  Re 
river. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
withdrew  liis  amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  TATi.oii'«ameiid4 
nienl. 

Mr.  WADE.    1  propose  to  amend  the  amenifj 
ment  by  adding  to  the  appropriation  forthemarin 
hospital,  at  Cleveland,  five  dollars. 

I  ofi"er  that  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  call-"' 
ing  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  single 
moment  to  the  condition  of  this  hospital,  which  I 
had  the  honor,  at  an  early  part  of  the  session,  to 
bring  before  the  notice  of  the  House.  1  want  to 
say  only  that  I  have  got  here  a  letter  from  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of 
money  that  has  been  collected  from  seamen  at  the 
port  of  Cleveland,  and  the  amount  of  revenue 
and  imports  collected  at  the  port  of  Cleveland.  I 
have  also  the  statement  of  the  collector  of  the  port  . 
of  Cleveland,  showing  the  number  of  seamen  who 
entered  into  that  port  during  the  last  season. 
There  were  forty-six  thousand  seamen  who  en- 
tered the  port  of  Cleveland  during  the  last  season, 
and  an  equal  number  who  sailed  from  that  port  in 
the  same  time,  m.iking  the  number  of  seamen  who 
entered  and  cleared  ninety-two  thousand.  The 
amount  of  money  which  has  been  collected — hos- 
pital money  as  it  is  called — from  seamen  entering 
the  port  of  Cleveland  for  the  last  four  years,  as 
appears  from  the  Register's  letter,  was  upwards  of 
$1,200  per  annum. 

It  has  been  said  here  that  we  are  paying  away 
much  larger  sums  for  this  purpose  than  we  are 
receiving.  But  there  will  be  an  end  to  thece  ap- 
propriations after  a  little  time,  when  these  hospi- 
tals shall  have  been  finished,  while  the  collec- 
tions for  seamen  will  continue  through  all  lime; 
and  as  the  numbers  of  these  seamen  increase,  as- 
ihey  are  yearly  increasing  on  the  lakes,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  will  have  been  collectetl  from  the 
seamen  at  that  port  more,  immeasurably  more, 
than  the  buildings  will  have  cost.  And  now  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  possesses  a  plot 
of  ground  in  Cleveland,  lying  in  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  parts  of  that  beautiful  city  on  the  lake 
shore,  which,  by  the  increase  in  the  value  of 
property,  is  worth  more  than  all  that  has  been 
expendetl  on  the  hospital.  That  houpilal  is  in 
a  condition  which  is  absolutely  a  disgrace  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates.  It  is  reared 
up,  and  some  portions  of  the  gables  have  been 
left  open;  some  portion  of  the  roof  is  tinned,  and 
some  portion  is  left  untinned;  the  cornices  are  left 
open  in  some  parts,  allowing  the  storms  to  drive 
in,  and  some  portions  of  the  wards  are  left  unfin- 
ished. ' 

There  has  been  an  average  of  seamen  in  this 
hospital  of  twenty-eight  during  Ihe  year  before 
this;  and  there  has  been  an  average  of  more  than 
forty-eight  during  the  last  season.  That  is  the 
average  of  every  day.  And  yet,  Mr.  Chairman, 
at  this  season,  indicating,"a8  it  does,  a  season  of 
great  sickness  and  calamity  to  seamen,  there  is  no 
opportunity  at  all  to  receive  the  number  that  apply 
there  for  receplion;  and  there  are  little  advantages, 
therefore,  to  the  seamen,  ond  no  chances  of  sus- 
taining them  in  comfort  at  that  point. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that  if  this  House  is  not 
disposed  to   take  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
\  from  Alabama,  the  honorable  chairman   of  the 
'  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  is  to  leave 
these  works  in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  allow 
them  to  go  to  decay,  as  a  monument  of  the  folly 
of  this  Government  in  throwing  away  its  money 
in   this  manner,  then  we  have  nothing  to  do  but 
I  simply  to  mak5  these  appropriotiona  and  finish  all 
these  buildings,  thereby  giving  to  the  poor  sea- 
man the  opportunity  for  some  little  comfort  in 
the  course  of  a  life  which,  at  best,  in  one  of  dis- 
i  comfort,  adventure,  and  much  sufferirrg  on   his 
j  part. 

1      Mr.  WA  DE,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ufion  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SINGLETON.  I  offer  the  amendment 
which  I  send  up  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Far  thfc  construction  of  a  marin*  b(>spir»l  at  Vi'ck»bun, 
in  the  Stale  <>fMi*i»ripiii;  (be  sum  ofQM.'OOO. 
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Mr.  SINGLETON.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  «p- 
ropriation  asked  for  by  this  amendnient  com- 
mends ilseir  to  the  favorable  conshleralion  of  the 
Hoaae  for  several  important  reasons,  which  I  will 
endeavor  to  stale  briefly.  In  the  first  place,  the 
last  Congress,  after  due  consideration,  determined 
that  Vicksburg,  from  its  position  and  commercial 
importance,  was  a  proper  point  at  which,  for  pub- 
lic convenience,  a  marine  hospital  should  be  loca- 
ted; and  with  a  view  to  carry  out  thatopinion,an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made,  by  way  of 
beginning  the  work.  Of  that  amount,  g4,000  has 
been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  as  a  site 
for  said  hospital,  the  remaining  86,000  still  being 
on  hand.  The  managers  of  the  work  thought  it 
belter  to  awaitthe  further  action  of  Congress  upon 
the  subject,  in  making  suitable  appropriation  to 
carry  it  on,  than  to  commence  it  upon  a  magnifi- 
cent scale,  and  attempt  to  force  Congress  after- 
wards into  heavy  appropriations  for  its  comple- 
tion. In  this  course  I  think  they  have  acted  with 
prudence  and  good  sense,  and  with  an  eye  to  the 
interest  of  the  public. 

In  the  next  place,  the  amount  asked  by  this 
amendment  is  precisely  the  amount  estimated  for 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  4th 
of  January  last.  I  do  not  desire  to  transcend  the 
estimate  made  by  that  officer,  whose  peculiar  prov- 
ince it  is  to  investigate  the  situation  of  these  sev- 
eral works,  and  the  amounts  necessary  to  carry 
them  on.  I  suppose  him  to  have  had  correct  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  therefore  think  his 
opinions  entitled  to  consideration.  In  the  third 
place,  Mississippi,  under  the  operations  of   he 

g resent  tariff,  is  one  of  the  largest  tax-payin|» 
tales  of  this  Union;  and  but  few,  and  very  small 
favors,  have  been  di.<;pensed  to  her  in  the  way  of 
appropriations  by  the  General  Government.  If 
money  is  to  be  appropriated  for  objects  of  this 
Icind.  there  can  be  no  good  reason  why  a  part  of 
it  should  not  be  expended  in  her  borders.  Did 
this  appropriation  redound  alone  to  the  interest  of 
the  citizens  of  Vicksburg,  or  even  of  the  State,  I 
doubt  whether  she  would  have  ever  made  applica- 
tion to  Congress  for  any  amount;  for  our  people 
feel  fully  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  without 
gratuities  from  Government.  But,  sir,  Vicksburg 
IS  a  place  of  vast  commercial  importance  upon  the 
great  thoroughfare  of  the  southern  and  south- 
western States,  where  boats  are  ascending  and  de- 
scending the  Mississippi;  continually  land  their 
sick  and  dying,  who  never  fail  to  meet  with  proper 
attention  at  the  hands  of  the  generous  and  humans 
citizens  of  Vicksburg. 

New  Orleans,  and  all  the  cities  below  Vicks- 
burg, are  annually,  I  may  say,  visited  by  de- 
structive epidemics;  and  at  such  times  the  citizens, 
as  well  as  Government  employees,  ofHcers  of  the 
Navy,  sailors  and  others,  seek  a  higher  latitude. 
Many  of  them  land  at  Vicksburg,  and  become  a 
charge  to  its  citizens,  bringing  with  them  diseases 
which  spread  and  carry  off  many  of  her  most 
valuable  citizens.  See  with  what  violence  the 
yellow  fever  prevailed  there  last  year, and  witness 
with  what  liberality  her  citizens,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country,  met  the  wants  of  the  afflicted 
who  were  attacked  in  their  midst.  See  with  what 
personal  hazard,  and,  in  many  cases,  with  the  loss 
of  estimable  citizens,  unremitting  attention  was 
given  to  the  sick.  Is  it  right,  because  they  would 
not  see  the  stranger  and  the  poverty-stricken 
suffer  and  die  for  want  of  attention;  because  their 
hearts  were  touched  with  sympathy,  and  their 
purses  open  to  relieve,  that  tne  whole  burden  of 
this  thing  should  fall  upon  their  shoulders.'  I 
think  not.  There  is  certainly  no  paramount  ob- 
ligations upon  them  to  do  so.  Build  a  marine 
hospital  for  the  stranger,  for  our  sailors,  and 
others  who  may  be  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government,  as  you  have  done  elsewhere.  Again, 
I  see,  in  looking  over  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  above  referred  to,  that  he  enu- 
merates the  appropriations  already  made  to  eight 
different  marine  hospitals,  besides  Vicksbure,  as 
follows,  viz:  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  $71,909  38;  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  $82,274;  to  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, $49,712;  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  $50,000  33; 
to  Paducah,  Kentucky,  $51,625;  to  Kvansville, 
Indiana,  $45,000;  to  San  Francisco,  California,  i 
$180,000;  to  Portland,  Maine,  430,000;  to  Vicks- 
burg, $10,000.  I  do  not  intend  to  find  fault  with 
the  appropriations  made  to  those  different  works; 
for  if  I  had  ever  supposed  any  objections  could  be 


made  to  the  action  of  Congresa  in  these  matters, 
it  is  new  too  late. 

But  what  I  wish  to  say  is  this:  there  can  be  no 
g()od  reason  offered  why  Congress  should  give 
liberally  to  others,  and  dole  it  out  with  such  a 
miserly  hand  to  Vicksburg.  I  hope  a  spirit  of 
liberality  will  prompt  the  House  to  make  this 
appropriation, and  thus  place  Vicksburg  upon  the 
same  footing  with  other  places  having  no  larger 
claims  upon  Government. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  is  one  which  I 
had  in  my  mind  in  the  remarks  I  made  some  little 
time  since.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
however, agreed  to  strike  it  out,  with  others,  from 
the  appropriations.  My  own  impression  is — and 
1  so  Totea  in  committee — that  the  marine  hospital 
at  Vicksburg  ought  to  be  built.  The  committee, 
however,  concluded  to  strike  it  out  of  the  appro- 
priation; and  one  of  these  reasons  was,  I  recollect, 
that  there  are  already  a  large  number  of  marine 
hospitals  upon  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers; 
perhaps  enough  to  accommodate  all  the  sick  sea- 
men upon  those  rivers.  1  will  also  stats  that  we 
have  made  a  general  appropriation  for  taking  care 
of  sick  seamen  at  places  where  there  are  no  ma- 
rine hospitals.  These  are  the  reasons  why  the 
committee  refused  to  recommend  the  appropria- 
tions. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

To  provide  accnminodttioni  for  lick  and  diaabled  ■esmeo 
st  C'iucinnali,  $60,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  loa  question  of  order. 
I  ask  if  that  amendment  is  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  it 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     Upon  what  ground  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Upon  the  ground  that  it 
is  not  embraced  in  the  class  of  cases  indicated  in 
the  81st  rule,  with  which  the  gentleman  is,  no 
doubt,  familiar. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  no  law  authorizing 
the  appropriation.  There  is  a  general  appropria- 
tion in  this  bill,  providing  for  taking  care  of  sick 
seamen  where  there  are  no  marine  riospiials.  But 
there  is  no  law  authorizing  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  still  do  not  understand  the 
point  upon  which  the  Chair  rules  this  amendment 
out  of  order.  I  desire  to  be  advised  upon  that 
point. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  referred  the 
gentleman  to  the  8l8t  rule,  and  remarked,  as  he 
now  remarks,  that  it  is  not  embraced  in  any  one 
of  the  three  classes  of  business  indicated  by  that 
rule. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  would  like  to  have  that  rule 
read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  would  like  to  pre- 
sent, for  the  consideration  of  the  Chair,  the  fact 
that  ihis  appropriation  has  been  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  will  be  found 
upon  page  11,  Ex.  Doo.  No.  5.  He  there  pro- 
poses to  establish  a  marine  hospital  at  Cincinnati. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
the  rule  of  the  Senate  to  be  to  incorporate  into 
a  general  appropriation  bill  any  item  which  has 
been  recommended  by  any  Department  of  the 
Government,  whether  there  is  a  previous  law  au-  i 
thorizing  it  or  not.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  rule  I 
of  the  House.     The  8l8t  rule  says: 

"  No  appropriation  nhall  be  reported  in  such  jteneral  ap- 
propriation hillit,  or  be  in  order  an  an  aincndiiinnt  thcrf^lo 
for  any  pxpenditnro  liy  law,  unless  in  eonlinuAtinn  of  np 
propriattotislbr  siich  public  \vorki<Hnd  oI>jecla  as  .ire  atrently 
III  prof^rf  M,  and  for  iJie  conlinsf  nciet  for  carrying  on  Uie 
several  departments  of  Itle  taovernmenl.'*  I 

Under  this  rule  the  Chair  decides  the  amend- 
ment to   be  out  of  order.     Does  the  gentleman    i 
from  Ohio  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair?  I 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  appeal  from  that  decision,  ' 
and  I  desire  to  submit  one  word.  | 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  appeal  is  not  debata-  | 
ble.    The  gentleman  can  only  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  takes  it.  | 

Mr.  DISNEY.     Why  is  it  not  debatable.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Because  general  debate  is 
closed  under  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     Debute,  then,  is  limited. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  debate  at  all  can  be 
allowed  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  state  a  fact.  There 
is  no  law  on  the  statute-book  specially  authorizing 
the  construction  of  any  marine  hospital  in  this 


Union;  nor  is  there  any  law  on  the  statute-book 
specially  authorizing  the  construction  of  any  cus- 
tom-house within  the  limits  of  the  Republic;  yet 
everything  has  been  constructed  by  appropriation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order.  He  is  making  an  argument  on  the  appeal. 
If  the  gentleman  will  consult  the  legislatioo  on  the 
subject,  he  will  find  that  all  these  apprnpriaiinna 
have  been  inserted  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
and  not  here.  That  is  so  at  least  since  the  present 
occupant  of  the  chair  has  been  in  Congress. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  My  recollection  of  the  facta 
is  as  I  have  stated  it. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  SKELTON.-  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing the  following  after  the  seven  hundred  and 
forty-ninth  line: 

For  llie  better  proleclion  of  life  and  r ' '"''" 

wreck  on  itie   New  Jersey  coast  by  i 

■lation  houses,  life-boats,  and  other  api 

ploy  suitable  persons  lo  lake  eharce  ol  ,<urn  (.i->[Mrr\ ,  umi 

to  see  Umt  the  object  named  ii«  laitli fully  exenut«;d,  ;$  1 0,000. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.-  I  present  ttie  same  question 
of  order  in  reference  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  '  The  Chair  will  perceive  that 
the  amendment  is  proposed  to  be  inserted  after 
appropriations  for  similar  objects. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  there  any  law  author- 
izing such  an  appropriation? 

Rlr.  SKELTON.  There  havebeen  appropria- 
tions heretofore  made  for  this  object;  and  lifa- 
boalsltreon  that  coast  now  rotting  for  want  of 
some  person  to  take  charge  of  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
amendment  in  its  present  shape  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  1  must  take  an  appeal  from 
that  decision,  for  humanity  demands  this  appro- 
priation. My  constituents  and  the  country  de- 
mand that  I  should  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  question    then  i», 
"  Shall    the   decision   of  the  Chair  stand  b»  the 
'.  judgment  of  the  committee?" 
I      Mr.SKELTON.    1  would  like  to  atk  (he  Clutir 
I  one  question. 

I      The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  wiU  luggcM 
to  the  gfntlemun  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  do  not  want  to  debate,  bat 
merely  to  aek  a  question  of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  is  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  it;  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

At  ilie  end  of  line  eight  hundred  and  fonrtnen  inaert  tfae 
followine  words: 

For  office  rent  for  the  consul  at  Zurich,  Bwitzertandy 
$100. 

The  amendment  is  merely  for  office  rent  for  the 
United  States  consul  at  Zurich,  Switzerland.  1 
hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  that  that 
amendment  is  out  of  order  here.  It  should  comt 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  oad  Means. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  this  consulate  was  established  in  1S52-  The 
present  incumbent  was  appointed  in  1§.'>3;  and  I 
presume  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  that  consulate. 
The  sum  of  $100  has  been  appropriated  for  office 
rent  in  Basle,  and  the  amendment  only  asks  the 
same  appropriation  for  Zurich,  which  is  a  more 
important  consulate  than  that  at  Basle.  There  is 
more  business  transacted  at  Zurich  than  there  is 
at  Basle,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  the  committee 
will  not  refuse  to  appropriate  this  sum  of^lOU.  I 
may  also  add  that  the  consulate  at  Basle  will  soon 
be  abolished  by  the  President,  as  it  is  considered 
to  be  altogether  unnecessary. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  amendment  is  in  order  under  the  last 
clause  of  the  81st  rule,  as  it  is  "  for  continuing 
and  carrying  on  the  several  departments  of  the 
Government." 

Mr.  RRIDQES.  It  is  as  much  in  order  as  the 
appropriation  of  $100  for  office  rent  for  the  con- 
sulate at  Basle. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would,  however,  submit  to 
the  Chair,  that  I  do  not  know  why  custom-housea 
should  not  be  considered  in  the  saiae  category. 
They  are  certainly  for  carrying  on  the  revenue 
department  of  Uie  Government.  If  appropria- 
tions for  them  nP  in  order,  1  wotild  like  to  take 
a  hand  at  them.     [A  laugh.] 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  thai  ihe 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is  in  order,  on  the  i^round  that  he  has  stated. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

Ancr  line  eight  hundred  and  tweniy-nine,  inaert  the  fol- 
loK'ing  word:) : 

To  di^fray  the  expenses  incurred,  and  in  be  incurred,  in 
complying  with  the  reitnlulion  of  tlie  IIouSJ;  of  Uepresoiila- 
livtjsoVthe  14lh  December,  1851*,  calling  for  a  statement 
of  the  privileges  and  reslricliiins  of  the  commercml  inter- 
coutsu  of  tile  (Jnited  Slater  with  all  foreign  imtions,  and  a 
table  extiibiiing  a  comparative  .slateiiient  between  the  tariff 
of  other  nalionsand  that  ofthc  United  Slates,  510,000. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  pny  to  the  persons 
employed  ti>  protect  the  property  and  pefpons  of  citizens  of 
the  United  Sintefi  at  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  513,(HH>,  orso 
much  iheri>of  as  may  be  necessary  to  deiray  the  expenses 
so  incurred. 

Here  is  a  detailed  statement  of  these  expenses, 
if  the  House  desire  to  have  it  read.  The  necessity 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  first  $10,000  arises  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House;  and  the 
expenditure  could  not  be  avoided.  The  appro- 
priation of  {;I2,000  is  for  an  amount  contracted  by 
the  iVtinisler  to  Central  America,  the  necessity  for 
which  is  explained  by  the  papers  which  I  send  to 
the  Clerk's  desk.  If  the  House  desire  to  know 
further  about  it,  they  can  permit  the  papers  to  be 
read. 

[Cries  of  "  It  is  not  necessary  !"] 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.     I  am  instructed  by  i 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  offer  several 
amendments  to  this  part  of  the   bill.     I  send  the 
first  amendment  to  the  Clerk's-desk. 

The  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 

For  the  payment  to  Jamc^  B.  liollnians,  for  services  ren- 
dered as  secretary  of  legalioii  in  Santiago,  in  the  discharge 
of  clerical  duties  left  unperformed  by  his  predece«>sors,  $50fJ. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  facts  of  this  case  are 
these.  There  were  two  secretaries  of  legqgjon 
appointed  before  Mr.  Hollmans,  and  there  was 
an  accumulation  of  business  upon  the  hands  of  the 
minister.  When  this  gentleman  went  there  as 
secretary  of  legation,  he  had  to  do  more  than  to 
keep  up  the  current  business  of  the  legation.  He 
had  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  business,  and  we 
have  appropriated  to  him  a  sum  less  than  those 
who  had  preceded  him  would  have  received,  had 
they  arrived  at  their  places  and  performed  their 
duties.  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs  were 
unanimous  in  the  recommendation. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  have  another  amendment,  which 
I  will  send  to  the  Clerk. 

The  amendment  was  reported  as  follows: 

For  the  payment  to  Henry  Savage,  at  the  rale  of  ^1,500 
per  annum,  tor  diploinalic  services  rendered  to  tlie  Ltnited 
Stales  during  Ihe  several  perit>ds  he  has  been  in  acliinl 
correspondence  with  the  Government  of  GiiatemHla  nnij 
with  the  Departnienl  of  Slate  of  the  United  State..<,91 5,750, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  tor  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  did  not  undertake  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amount  which  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  this 
gentleman;  but  we  recommend  to  appropriate  an 
amount  that  will  certainly  cover  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Marcy  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  committee,  in  which  he 
inclosed  a  letter  of  Mr,  Buchanan,  showing  that 
this  gentleman  had  rendered  most  meritorious 
services  to  the  country,  and  recommending,  in 
the  iiirongest  terms,  the  remuneration  named  in 
the  amendment.  We  have  put  in  a  sum  which 
will  certainly  cover  it,  and  we  leave  it  to  the  Stale 
Department  to  adjust  the  precise  time  during  which 
he  was  acting  in  a  diplomatic  character.  It  is 
recommended  hy  the  Deriartment  of  State. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  my 
colleague,  if  this  proposed  compensation  is  in  addi- 
tion to  that  which  is  allowed  to  him  as  a  foreign 
representative .>  it  is  a  subject,  which  I  confess 
1  (io  not  understand. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  This  gentleman,  Mr.  Savage, 
was  not  officially  in  the  employment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. That  is,  he  had  no  commission  from 
the  President,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  But 
he  was  in  constant  correspondence  with  the  State 
Department,  from  Mr.  Buchanan's  time  down  to 
the  piesenl  time.  The  Secretary  of  State  recom- 
mended an  allowance  of  $2,000  per  annum;  but 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  placed  it  at 
$1,500.     If  1  could  read  the  letter  which  I  have 


before  me  from  the  Secretary  o(  Slate,  which  I 
have  not  time  to  do  under  the  five  minutes  rule,  1 
could  show,  upon  the  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  Slate,  that  this  gentleman  performed  the  most 
meritorious  services, and  that  both  Mr.  Buchanan 
and  Mr.  Marcy  recommended  in  the  Strongest 
terms  that  he  should  be  remunerated.  I  said  he 
was  not  in  the  official  employ  of  the  Government; 
but  he  was  an  intelligent,  enlightened  American 
citizen,  who  performed  important  diplomatic  ser- 
vice, for  which  he  ought  to  be  paid.  That  is  not 
only  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  but  it  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
over  which  I  am  proud  to  preside. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  judgment  of  the  committee  over  which 
my  colleague  presides.  But,  sir,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  rather  a  novel  proposition.  This  gen- 
tleman was  not  officially  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  how  do  we  know  that  he  was  not 
there  upon  his  own  private  business,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  the 
Government,  thus  "  killing  two  birds  with  one 
stone."  1  am  not  disposed  to  make  opposition  to 
this  amendment;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  set- 
ting a  bad  precedent.  1  think  we  had  better 
not  sanction  any  Secretary  of  State,  wiiether  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Marcy,  or  anybody  else,  in  cloth- 
ing any  individual  with  diplomatic  authority  in 
violation  of  law;  and,  therefore,  notwithstanding 
the  confidence  which  I  have  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  1  hope  this 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  hope  my  colleague  will  allow 
me  to  have  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
read. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  object. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  will  give  my  time  to  my 
colleague  for  that  purpose,  certainly. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegenlleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMollin]  hati  concluded  his  re- 
marks, and  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  want  the  (ire 
minutes  rule  to  be  strictly  enforced. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  letter  cannot  be 
read.    ■ 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Oh,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  object. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  there  ia  anygentlemon  on  this 
floor  whom  I  would  accommodate,  it  is  the  gen- 
tleman, but  I  do  not  want  Ihe  rule  to  be  violated. 

Mr.  B.\YLY.  I  then  move  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation one  dollar. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  cannot 
move  to  amend  his  own  amendment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  1  move  to  increase 
the  oppropriation  five  dollnrs.' 

I  offer  this  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
me  an  opporluniry  of  asking  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  a  question.  I  ask  the  gentleman  what  is 
the  amount  of  the  apppropriation  > 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Fifteen  Ihou.sand  dollars.  I 
now  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

Departmknt  OF  Statk,  ) 

Washington,  /■'cAriMtry  13,  1854.  ( 

Bra :  f  have  Ihe  honor  to  rept^  lo  that  portion  of  your 
letter  ofthe  8th  instant,  which  relersto  Mr.  Henry  Savage's 
claim  for  compen.<^aiiou  for  diplomatic  services  in  Guate- 
mala, since  IH^JO.  by  Uie  following  slateinent: 

From  early  in  IIUO  until  toward  the  close  of  1P33,  Mr. 
Henry  Savage  corresponded  with  this  Uepnrtment,  in  a  dip- 
lomaiic  character,  and  as,  during  that  fteriod,  there  was 
no  chargi^  d^'\ffi^ircs  of  Ihe  United  States  to  that  Republic, 
he  as.^nmed  ihc  functionsof  that  agent. 

It  also  appears,  that  from  the  spring  of  1843,  say  April  or 
May,  until  the  17lh  Xoventber,  1848,  Mr.  Savage  acted  as 
charge,  in  Uie  absence  of  any  accredited  agent,  to  Central 
America. 

He  has  also  corresponded  wiHi  this  Department  fn»m  the 
10th  May,  I8.M),  until  the  present  time,  during  which  period 
there  has  been  no  accredited  representalion  of  the  Unitod 
Slates  to  the  Republic  of  Guatemala,  and  the  archives  and 
properly  of  the  former  legation  in  Guatemala  have  been 
almost  constantly  in  his  care.  The  only  communication 
on  record  addressed  to  him  in  relation  lo  his  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence, is  by  Mr.  Iliichnnan,  iiniler  dale  of  Juno  3d, 
18.18,  which  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  letler»  from  18lh 
June,  \MJ,  lo  2Ulh  March,  1816,  and  adds:  "These  let- 
ters have  furnished  the  Departnient  with  most  acceptable 
information  U|>on  the  subject  of  Central  American  afTatrs, 
within  the  periods  nientioned,  fur  which  I  ofler  you  my 
hearty  thanks." 

It  may  be  proper  lo  state  further,  that  the  information 
conimunicaied  lo  the  Department  by  Mr.  Savage,  has  at 
ways  been  interesting  and  important.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  and  of  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Savage  to  Ihe 
interests  ot  the  United  Stales,  and  of  their  citizens,  the 
Deparuneni,  though  not  prepared  lo  recommeiu)  that  these 
services  should  be  reiiiuiieraled  at  Uie  rale  of  a  duirg^'s 


saUry,  is  still  of  tlie  o|iinron  that  an  allowance,  at  the  rate 
of  01,,T(Hior;J2,OOil  per  anmiin,  might,  with  entire  propriety, 
be  made  for  Mr.  Savagi-'s  diplomatic  services  dnniig  ilie 
several  periods  he  has  been  in  actual  corres[>OMdeiice  with 
the  Governinent  of  Cuairiiiala,  and  with  this  Dep.-irtnieiit. 

The  memorial  of  Mr.  Savage's  representative  js  here- 
with  returneil. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  W.  i,.  MARUV. 

Hon. Thomas  H.  Bayi.t, 

Chairman  ComvtUtet  Foreign  .iSffnir*, 

Hoiue  of  Htyr€3entittivet, 

Mr.  BAYLY.  It  will  be  perceived,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that,  although  the  Secretary  recom- 
mends that  this  gentleman  be  paid  during  the  time 
he  was  actually  employed,  from  §l,.'i(IO  or  $2,000 
a  year,  the  Committee  on  P'oreign  Affairs  Imve 
taken  the  smallest  sum.  They  have  taken  $1,500, 
and  leave  to  the  State  Department'to  atljust  the 
time  he  was  actually  employed  in  ihe  diplomatic 
service  of  the  country.  Here  are  two  Secretaries 
in  succession  approving  his  services  and  recom- 
mending this  compensation.  I  cannot  conceive 
how  there  can  be  a  doubt  about  the  propriety  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
amendment  is  a  most  extraordinary  one.  Here 
is  a  gentleman  who  assumes  the  authority  of  our 
Minister  abroad,  representing  the  sovereignty  of 
this  Union,  and  corresponds  with  the  Secretary 
of  Stale;  and  we  are  now  called  on  lo  compen- 
sate him  for  so  doing.  If  he  were  entitled  to  pay 
at  all,  I  think  Ihe  amount  named  is  a  little  too 
much  for  this  Congress  lo  appropriate. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  recognized  by  this 
Congress  of  making  the  Rep're.ienintives  of  tbe 
people  the  mere  machines  of  Ihe  heads  of  Depart- 
ments. It  is  becoming  a  fixed  fact  in  the  legislation 
ofthis  country,  that  no  money  can  be  appropriaietl 
unless  a  man  dwarfs  himself  into  a  sycophant, 
and  makes  appeals  to  the  heads  of  Departments 
to  recommend  appropriations.  It  is  an  outrage 
on  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  1  wajit  lo  see  it 
arrested . 

This  claim  goes  back  to  1833.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  dishonorable  sometimes  to  plead  the 
statute  of  limitations  against  these  claims. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  With  ihegeflileman's  per- 
mission,! would  inquire  whether,  this  beinsrn  first 
claim,  it  ought  not  lo  have  gone  fur  consideration 
to  ihe  Committers  of  Claims .' 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  did  not  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  to  make  a  speech.  It  is  no  claim 
at  all.  This  man  was  not  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government.  The  Secretary  of  State  fiad  no  right 
to  make  the  employment.  If  he  did  so  we  should 
repudiate  all  such  contracts. 

When  public  functionaries  overleap  their  pow- 
ers, and  act  in  violation  ofthe  Constitution  ofthe 
country,  by  recognizing  those  as  foreign  ministers 
who  have  not  been  appointed  by  the  President  and 
confirmed  by  the  Senate,  we  ought  to  repudiate 
their  acts. 

M  r.  TA  YLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  wiihd  raw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.     !  renew  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  make  the  point  of  order, 
if  it  is  not  too  lale,  that  this  is  a  private  and  indi- 
vidual claim.  The  parly  to  whom  the  money  ia 
to  be  paid,  was  not  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government  and  was  not  a  public  ofiic.er,  and  in 
no  respect  then  can  this  claim  be  considered  other 
than  as  a  private  claim. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Upon  that  point  of  order  I  bey 
leave  to  say,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  jwsumes  what  the  papers 
show  to  bean  error.  The  gentleman  for  whom 
i  this  appropriation  is  asked  was  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Hoviton]  does  not  come  too  late, 
and  the  Chair  decides  that  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Baylt)  is 
not  in  order,  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  a  private 
claim.  The  Chair  will  stale  this,  that  wherever 
amendments  are  recommended  by  committees  of 
the  House,  it  is  his  practice,  if  he  has  any  doubts 
upon  the  subject,  to  rule  them  in  order;  hut  heap- 
plies  the  rule  more  strictly  when  Htnendments  are 
offered  by  individual  members.  The  Chair,  in  this 
case,  has  no  doubt  that  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  a  private  claim, 
and  therefore  rules  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  It  has  been  the  universal  rule 
here  that  one  committee  cannot  overrnle  HRothtr. 
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Tlif  Ciiiirtniii*e  I'n  For^icn  Affiir^rfcommendul 
llie  H(lii|itii>n  of  rhts  ttniecdmrnt,  nnd  t'*e<*nni- 
miUfe  if  ilie  VVlmle  on  (he  Hate  of  (he  Union 
CMMiHii  rule  Hti  tiineiidrnrnt  out  of  order  which 
an'uher  i'omitiifi<»e  has  recommended. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  rules  the 
ampnjmfiii  on'  of  oiMJer. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  With  all  rei.pect  lo  ihe  Chair, 
1  must  aftpeal  >from  -(hAl  decision;  because  one 
commlnee  cannot  overrule  another  upon  a.  point 
of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  of  appeal  Is 
not  deliiiable.  If  the  Chair  had  any  doubts 
sb.iul  the  matter,  he  would  decide  thaltheameiid- 
meiii  was  in  order.  Any  claim  whicti  had  under- 
pone  an  lnvel^tl!;atinn  by  a  coinmiit>e  of  thia 
House  coine8%/ith  more  to  recommend  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  llniiBe  than  any  claim  offered 
by  an  in'lividual  member.  The  Chair  has  no 
doubt  that  the  amendment  embraces  a  private 
citiim,  and  therefore  rules  it  out  of  order.  From 
this  decision  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  appeaU; 
and  the  qnesiicm  now  i«,  "Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  cummit- 
Ue?" 

Mr.  PRESTON.  Can  I  be  indulged  in  making 
a  single  siateinent  to  the  committee  ? 

The  CHAIR.VIAN.  Only  by  unanimouscon- 
Bent.  ~ 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  wmild  refer  the  Chair  to 
the  case  of  Jolm  Uoamnn  Kerr,  where  money  was 
■iM>ertidtleil  in  the  de6ciency  bdl. 

Several  Mehberi.  Tne  queDtion  is  not  debat- 
able. 

.Mr.  HOUSTO.N.     I  object  to  this  statement. 

TheCH\lRVlA.N.  Deiate  is  not  in  order. 
The  question  is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
■land  as  Ihe  judgment  of  the  committee .'" 

The  q'lesiion  was  taken,  and  the  decision  was 
Bu.i'ained. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  instnicted  by  the 
C'lminiiiee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment; 

To  Ppfer  Pfirltpr  fftr  ^ervici^  an  chnrpt  d'affnlreg  in 
Cliiiia.  ftxin  Mhv  :J4,  |fi5-2,  li>  Jiiniiary  QA,  Ir.'vl,  llit*  its/  of 
lh»  artivat  at  Uaiilun  ul  Ihe  Hon.  H.  Martliull— eight 
UjDiiltiEt  and  ff-Vfn  dii)> — 5I,;170  76. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  Parker  is  in  China 
as  secretary  of  legation,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
coinmissiimer,  who  ia  the  minister  there,  he  as- 
■uiiieil  diplomatic  r«laiiotis,  as  he  had  done  fre- 
quently bffore. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  a.<k  whether  th  it  is  not  u  private  claim  ?  Is  there 
anv  law  authorizing  that  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  is  a  claim  which  has 
beeo  frequently  admitted  In  this  kind  of  bill,  and 
it  I'litnes  to  us  Ninctioned  by  the  Stale  Deparl- 
men'.  I  was  only  inttuced  by  th^  reqtiest  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  wiihHiaw  this  amendment  when  I  t.ffered  ii  to 
the  deR.riency  bill.  He  said  it  belonged  to  this 
bill,  and  there  if  no  doubt  that  it  does. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  (lo  .Mr.  Chandlbr  ]  Was 
Peter  P.irker  evpr  atipoinied  chargf  d'affaires  by 
the  Uiiiteil  Stales  Gi'vernment .' 

.Mr.  CHANDLER.     He  was. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Then  why  did  he  not  get 
paynieot  before  this  time.' 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  He  comes  here  now  for 
it.  There  has  been  no  appropriation  made  for 
him. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to  in- 
quire of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  if  this 
individual  was  appointed  minister?  Is  there  any 
law  ap|ioin>ir>g  him.' 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  ia  the  custom'  of  the 
country,  and  it  has  always  been  so,  for  secretaries 
of  legation  to  discharge  the  duties  of  ministers, 
in  their  absence.  This  gentleman  was  appointed 
secretary  of  legation  in  China,  and  the  minister 
went  away  and  left  him  in  charge  of  the  legation. 
I  nm  instrucied  by  the  State  Department  that  this 
is  the  invariable  custom.  I  believe  that  tifis  gen- 
tleman has  been  so  left  in  charge  several  times; 
and  he  has  been  invariably  paid  in  this  way,  by  a 
special  appropriation. 

.Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  Chair 
allow  me  a  remark  at  this  point,  because  it  will 
refer  to  other  amendments.  It  is  in  relation  to 
these  things  being  authorized  by  law.  We  have 
not  only  a  law,  a  statute  on  Ihe  subject,  but  we 
have  the  Constitution,  which  authorizes  the  Pres- 
idaat  tg  inatiiuia  miasions,  to  appoint  eomtneireial 


agents,  to  appoint  every  description  of  foreign 
re(ire.ieniatives.  That  is  the  law.  And  the  only 
necessity  for  coming  to  Congress  at  all,  in  relation 
to  foreign  missiuns,  is  for  an  appropriaiiun  to  pay 
them. 

I'liere  are  many  other  amendments  here  in- 
volving the  same  principle.  The  law  authorizes 
the  appoiiiiment  of  ministers  by  the  President, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  ol  the  Senate;  and 
the  only  thing  that  the  House  has  to  do  with  the 
question  «I  afl,  is  to  provide  the  appropriation  to 
pay  for  their  services.  The  question  does  not 
pertain  to  the  House  at  all. 

The  CHAIR.VIAN.  In  the  case  before  the 
coniinittee  for  consideration — the  one  brought  for- 
waril  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Ciia.milerJ — the  services  have  been  rendered.  No 
appropriation  hud  been  made  up  to  the  lime  of  the 
execution  of  those  services.  The  case,  therefor*, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  cannot  be  other- 
wise ihaii  oiie  of  a  private  claim  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, atiirun  that  ground  the  Chair  rules  it  lo 
be  out  of  order. 

M r.  CH  A N DLER.  The  Chair  will  allow  me 
to  take  an  ap|ieal  from  that  moat  strange  decision. 
1  wish  to  say  that 

The  CHAIR.V  AN.     Remarksare  not  in  order. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Belore  ihe  question  on  the 
appeal  is  taken,  I  desire  to  have  a  clause  in  the 
appropriation  bill  of  the  last  Congress  read,  it 
relates  to  Peter  Parker. 

The  CHAIR.VIAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  LEI'CHER.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate 
the  matter,  but  only  desire  a  clause  of  a  former 


apprnpriHiKin  toll  read. 

The  CH/i    - 

that  as  debate. 


AIR.MAN.    The  Chair  looks 


upon 


Mr.  HEN  DRICKS.     I  object  to  the  reading. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  have  no  objection 
to  hearing  the  clause  read,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  will  allow  me  lo  make  a  suggestion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  question  then  being,  "  8h«ll  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee f" 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  called  for  tellers.       • 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Middle- 
swARTH,and  HARRisof  Alabama,  wereapputiited. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  74,  noes  46. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

TheCHAIR.MAN.  The  Chair  will  stale,  in 
addition  to  what  he  has  already  stated,  that  this 
amendment  would  properly  come  in  as  an  amend- 
ment to  a  deficiency  bill,  but  not  as  an  amend- 
ment lo  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  have  another 
amendment,  which  I  am  instructed  by  the  Coin- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affaira  lo  offer.  It  is  as  follows: 

For  rornp*'rn>nlt')M  1(1  Jo»it!|>ll  Gralmni,  Willie  acUllg  aa 
diRfiie  d'atlAlrKit  at  Ituruutf  A}rea. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  raise  the  samequestion  of 
order  in  reference  to  this  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order  for  thesame reason 
as  the  last. 

Mr.  B.^YLY.  Is  not  the  question  of  order 
debatable.' 

The  CHAIRMAN,     his  not. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Well,  sir,  will  the  Chair  allow 
me,  who  have  had  some  eNpenence  in  this  House, 
to  make  a  single  explanation  in  reference  to  it.' 

The  CHAIR.VIAN.  The  Chsir  will  be  very 
happy  to  hear  the  gentleman,  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  object,  as  the  same  privi- 
lege was  denied  me  just  now. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Well,  sir,  I  am  exceedingly 
embarroFsed  by  these  proceedings 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  interrupt 
the  genlleman.  The  question  of  order  is  not  de- 
batable, and  objection  has  been  made  to  his  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  objection  to  the  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  want  to  know  whether  it 
will  throw  this  question  open  for  all  of  us  to  dis- 
cuss t 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  question  of 
order,  as  I  understand  it,  is  not  debatable  under 
the  five-minute  rule.     I  must  object. 

Mr;  BAYLY.    Wiill,  sir,  I  sbaU  ofiWno  morb 


amendments  from  the  committee  over  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  preside,  ihongh  thereare  agond 
many  which  I  have  been  I'listrucied  lo  offer.  Phis 
decision  is  in  violation  of  the  whole  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  this  House 

The  C H  A 1  R.Vl  A N.  The  genUeman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  noi  in  order. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Well,  sir,  I  appeal  to  the  gen- 
lleninn  to  allow  me  to  say  a  single  word  upon  the 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  JO.NES.  If  thereisanyonein  this  House 
I  would  do  it  for,  it  is  ihe  genlleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; but,  sir,  if  we  commence  this  discussion 
where  is  it  to  slop?  I  think  we  had  better  adhere 
to  the  rules,  and  confine  ourselves  to  debate  upon 
questions  on  which  it  can  legimalely  take  place. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  genlle- 
man from  Tennessee  hss  been  permitted  tj)  make 
remarks  upon  this  question,  I  presume  the  Chsir 
will  not  rule  nie  out  of  order  in  replying  to  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Tf  nnessee  as  debating 
the  question  of  order;  he  only  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  would  not  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Well,  air,  I  shall  offer,  as  it  is 
my  duty  to  do,  the  amendments  which  have  been 
in«rusied  to  my  care  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  and  let  them  be  ruled  out  ororder,if 
that  is  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  i  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

For  ilie  payinpiit  to  Anna  S.  P.  Chew,  eircatrii  of  Wil- 
liam W,  Chew,  for  hill  uuifll  as  chared  d'aflolrev  toAusMa. 
Silvio. 

Mr.  LETCHER.   I  make  the  same  point  there. 

TheCH  AIRMAN.  The  Chair  makes  thesame 
decision. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  "  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Fur  Ihe  pnymenl  In  Charles  n.  A'pendma,  while  ha 
acted  a»  chnrge  d'alTalret  at  Sliickholui,  51,681  2S. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  raise  the  same  point  of 
order  on  that  amendment. 

•Pie  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  makes  the  game 
decision. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  Ihe  payment  lo  Ferdinand  Coxe,  for  bis  services  as 
ebaritii  d'alDilrea  at  Brazil,  $673  95. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  raise  the  same  point  of 
order  ihere. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  makes  thesame 
decision. 

Mr.  PRESTON.    I  apptal  from  that  deci.i  ■  . 

The  question  was  put  on  sus'jiiningthedeci.M.  r. 
of  the  Chair;  and,  on  a  division,  there  were — ayes 
61,  noes  39. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Wueelix 
and  Ashe  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  decision  of  the 

Chair  was  sustained,  the  tellers  having  reported 

ayes  67,  noes  54. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  have  one  more  amendment  to 
offer: 

For  comppnvalinn  lo  Franria  Haines  for  the  diarhaife 
of  the  ITniiFd  SlHles  cnii«ulsr  dniiea  at  CnioiLinrinnpIr, 
froiii  the  16lh  of  May,  1M9,  in  ilie  aoili  Dceeiulx-r.  lift!,  la 
conl'nriiiiiy  In  tin-  act  of  Cougreas  aupruved  Ihe  I  lib  Aa- 
(Ust,  18-ls,  4:1,794  50. 

I  desire  to  say,  in  resoect  lo  this  amendmfr-. 
thai  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Congtesstnnal  Ul  ^^e, 
from  which  it  appears  that  this  was  offered  as  an 
amendment  lo  the  deficiency  bill,  and  entertained 
by  the  then  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ot'  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  It  was  pn  -..J 
by  this  House,  and  stricken  out  of  the  bill  u.  :■  f 
Senate  solely  upon  the  ground  that  it  did  not  be  ■  • 
to  the  deficiency  bill,  but  to  the  civil  and  il:; 
malic  bill.  I  say,  afteran  examination  of  tha  sub- 
ject, that  the  law  provides  for  the  payment  of  this 
sum  to  this  msn,  and  the  only  reason  Uf>on  ihe 
face  of  the  earth  why  it  has  not  been  paid,  ia,  that 
there  is  no  appropriation  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  that  respect  it  stands  precisely  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  If  this  money  is  actually  doe 
to  this  man,  and  Congress  ought  to  pay  it,  why 
does  not  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  00  For- 
eign  Affairs  introduce  a  bill  here,accompai> 
a  report,  showing  the  fact,  and  let  that  b 
considerfd  upon  its  merits.' 

The  CHAIR.MAN.  Does  the  Chair  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  LjtTCBX«l 
as  raising  a  p»in»  of  order  \i{A>n  tfc  areifndmetjf » 
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Mr.  LETCHER.  1  do  make  ihe  point  of 
order,  llmi  it  is  «  (nivare  claim. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georsia.  I  will  answer 
thf  qiieslionof  ihe  jfenileitmn  from  Virginia,  [.Mr. 
Letchgb  1  It  is  ihe  duly  of  the  Oomiiiiiiee  of 
\Vny«  and  .Mfans  to  report  a  bill  making  appro- 

f nation  for  all  that  is  (iue  under  existing  laws, 
f  ttiey  omit  anyihing,  as  in  this  case,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  some  oilier  committee  should  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  This  is  a  case  which  ori- 
ginated in  the  year  1839. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  say  to  my  friend 
from  Georgia  that  ihis  is  not  in  pursuance  of  law 
as  I  understand  it,  at  least  it  is  not  an  estimate 
that  was  ever  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

M  r.  BAYLY.  I  undertake  to  say,  after  an  ex- 
amination of  the  case,  that  it  is  made  in  pursuance 
of  law  and  of  a  recommendation  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Slate.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  the 
payment,  except  that  we  want  the  appropriation 
necessary. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  deciding  the  question 
of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
the  Chair  adheres  "to  ihe  deci-'ion  which  he  made, 
and  wliich  has  been  twice  affirmed  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  bill  which  is  now  under  consideration 
is  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  ihe  Government  for  the  year 
endifig 30th  June,  1855,  and  thai  these  amendments 
are  not  in  order  to  it.  The  Chair  stales  that  if  he 
had  been  presiding  over  the  committee  at  the  time 
when  the  deficiency  bill  was  under  consideration, 
he  would  have  eniertained  these  amendments,  be- 
lieving them  to  belong  to  the  deficiency  bill;  but 
he  cannot  do  so  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

For  hnok?  voted  to  lheiiiHiiib^r>*  nntleThirly-Tliird  Con- 
gr«<i«  hylht>  j'liiil  re:*'>lulioii  nl'-i40i  February,  1851.  and  by 
Uie  n.',<iilutnni  iil'ibe  House ur-2(lili  June,  Idol,  $19S),alO  87. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  an  amendment  to 
offer,  which  is  connected  with  the  paragraph^ pre- 
ceding that  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
proposes  his. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  no  objection  to  hear- 
ing the  gentleman's  amendment  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  amendment  comes  in 
afier  line  eiehi  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  object,  then,  to  his  amend- 
ment being  offered  now. 

The  object  of  my  amendment,  as  the  House 
will  perceive,  is  to  provide  the  necessary  amount 
of  money  to  pay  for  the  books  we  have  ordered 
for  the  new  members,  in  addition  to  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  copies  of  Hickey's  Constitution. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make  any  remarks 
upon  the  suliject,  as  the  House  is  familiar  with 
the  question.  The  amount  I  proposed  to  appro- 
priate covers  the  entire  cost  of  the  books  for  the 
new  menbers,  and  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
copies  for  the  old  members.  The  amendment  is 
drawn  up  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  which 
has  been  passed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment: 

And  it  ^hfill  be  Ihe  duly  of  the  Clerk  of  ttie  Hoii^p  to 
pilrchiifte  of  any  ptTHon  offpring  tlin  i<anie  st  piiblj-htTit' 
price;!,  niiy  of  the  wnrki*  herein  npproprintcd  for,  which  caii- 
liol  be  furnislied  by  the  respective  publisher*. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and 
allow  it  to  come  in  under  the  next  head — miscel- 
laneous. It  properly  comes  in  under  the  head 
"  miscellaneous."  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
desire  to  offer,  and  which  is  connected  with  the 
aurvey  of  the  public  lands. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia comes  in  after  the  first  clause,  under  the  head 
"  m'scellaneons." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  did  not  so  understand  ii. 
If  that  is  so,  I  have  an  amendment  which  I  am 
insinicted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  offer  before  the  head  "  miscellaneous"  is  taken 
up. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  was  misled 
as  to  the  place  where  the  genlleman  desired  to 
have  his  amendment  come  in,  fmrn  the  fact  that 
he  indorsed  ittocnme  in  ai  lineeight  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  instead  of  line  eight  hundred  and 
oinety-seven.    Th»   amendment   is   properly   in 


order  before  ihe  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

TheainendineiitofMr.  Hooston  was  then  read, 
as  fiilldws: 

For  Ihe  ralnheii  and  incidciual  cipciii^r!!  of  ihe  coniniiii- 

fion  H|i|ioiiiled  ierihc  Hi'l  ol  .Mitrch  3U,  1651,  lor  ■.illlllig 

hind  claini><  in  Ciilif»rniii,  ,5IU.S,6*IU. 

The  ameiidiiieni  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  quesiion  is  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  fnun  Tennessee  [iMr. 
J0SE8]  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  |Mr.  !^ew»rd.] 

-  Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment before  that  amendment  is  acted  upon,  to 
come  in  before  the  head  I'  miscellaneous. "  It  is 
in  pursuance  of  the  esiimatea  made  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office,  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  passed  a  few  days  since  for  extending 
lire  surveys  of  the  public  lands. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

For  Furvpyiiiit  the  iicci'si^ary  bjiw,  oieridinn,  plnndnrd, 
parallela,  lawn>bip  and  aecuoii  Iuibs,  iu  Kcw  .Mexico, 
,$311.1110. 

For  Rurvcyini  Ihe  necessary  hnse,  meridi.iii,  srnndard, 
pHralleli*,  township  .ind  Keclioii  Hnea,  in  Kancan  and  Ne 
bra.'.kH,^ll,i>UO. 

For  the  pahiry  of  Ihe  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico, 
and  cletks  in  liis  oHice,  $7,5UO. 

Fi>r  stil.iry  of  lUt  i.nrvi-yor  eencral  of  Kanuo  and  Ne- 
bra.ikii.  and  clerks  in  his  uHice.  ,^i,0nu 
■    For  ottice  rem,  fuel,  and  incidental  expenses,  In  New 
Mexico,  ija.UOU. 

Fur  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fuel,  and  incidciilal  expenses, 
in  Kiiiira*  and  Nebraska,  (^.UlNl  beine  nllowed  for  ulDcu 
rent,  fuel,  and  incideiilal  fX|>ciisc»,)  SM,3no. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  simply  desire  lo  say  that 
this  amendment  is  offered  by  direction  of  the 
Ciimmittee  on  Public  Lands.  It  has  been  pre- 
pared in  accordance  with  eslimale.^  furni.slied  by  ! 
the  General  Land  Office.  It  ia  necessary  ti>  carry 
out  the  provisions  in  the  various  territorial  hills  j 
providing  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in 
these  Territories. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Jones's 
amendment  to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Sew*ro. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Chairman, 
thiaamendment,  if  adopted,  will  have  no  influence 
and  no  effect  upon  the  books  that  members  are  to 
receive;  but  it  is  merely  applicable  to  ihe  Clerk, 
who  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  purchasing  these 
books.  If  the  pulilishers  have  these  boolts,  he 
will  take  them  at  ihe  publishers'  piicee;  l^ut  if 
they  do  not  have  them  on  hand,  and  cannot  fur- 
nish them,  the  Clerk  then,  under  the  present  ar-s 
rangement,  may  procure  them  of  other  persons, 
atany  price  he  can  get  them  for,  and  furnish  them 
to  us  at  the  publishers'  price.  The  sole  object 
which  I  have  in  oflering  this  ameiidmeni,  is  to 
prevent  the  Clerk  from  purchasing  these  books  of 
other  persons  at  less  ihan  the  publiahers'  price, 
and  thus  making  the  Government  pay  for  them  at 
the  puhliehers*  price. 

Mr.SEWARD.  I  amaomewhat  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  should  undertake 
to  provide  for  such  an  emergency  as  bespeaks  of, 
and  which  he  seems  to  contemplate.  Sir,  if  the 
genlleman  from  Tennessee  were  to  have  the  man- 
agement of  the  matter  himself,  I  imagine  ihe  mem- 
bers would  be  deprived  of  their  books  altogether; 
for  I  understand  him  to  be  opposed  in  <o(o  to  this 
whole  appropriation. 
Mr   JONES.     I  am. 

Mr.  SEW  A  RD.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see believes  the  whole  system  to  be  wrong.  Well, 
sir,  I  am  not  disposed  10  argue  that  question  with 
him  at  this  time.  I  might  do  it,  if  the  original 
proposition  were  now  before  the  committee.  I 
will  simply  say  that  the  furnishing  of  these  one 
hundred  and  sixty  copies  of  the  Constitution  lo 
each  member  is  a  matter  of  no  personal  concern 
to  the  members  themselves.  They  are  furnished 
for  distribution,  and  not  for  the  members  them- 
selves. Bui,  sir,  I  think  the  gentleman  has  some 
ulterior  object  in  offering  his  amendment  which 
he  has  not  disclosed.  I  hold  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  is  not  compelled  to  go  into  the  market  and 
purchase  the  books  at  any  given  price.  He  is  to 
purchase  them  for  whatever  they  are  worth,  and 
furnish  them  to  the  Government  at  ihe  price  he 
pays  for  them.  But  I  do  not  believe  this  is  what_ 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  desires  to  accom- 
plish. He  has  some  ulterior  purpose,  that  does 
not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  amendment,  which 
he  has  not  the  frankness  to  disclose. 
Mr>  JONES.    The  gentleman  from  Georgia  ia 


mi8iuke>i  tn  loin.  No  such  purpose  exists,  except 
ill  tlie  iinsirniuiion  of  ihe  gentleman.  Ihe  aineiid- 
meni  is  plain  nnd  simple.     Ii  speaks  fur  iiselt'. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  why  is  ii  that  the  :;en- 
tleman  insists  iipon  this  amendment?  Is  it  liecause 
heihinksthe  Clerk  of  the  House  will  pur.  hnse 
these  books  atone  price,  and  sell  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernment at  another  price? 

Mr.  JO.NES.  I  want  the  Clerk  to  procure 
theiij  at  the  jiublishers'  prices,  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  f>>r  tliem  at  the  puulishera'  prices. 

Mr  SEWARD.  Cerminly.  It  is  to  prevent 
the  Cleik  from  praciisinif  a  fnud  ujion  the  Gov- 
ernment. Under  the  resolution,  as  it  nowsianda, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  purchase  the  books 
upon  Ihe  best  possible  lerins,  and  subserve  the 
liilerests  of  tlie  Government  as  best  he  can.  I 
think  the  amendment  unnecessary,  and  I  hope 
the  committee  will  vote  it  down.    I  ask  for  tellers. 

Teller'  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected;  there  being,  on  a  division — oyes  47, 
n  >es  BO. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  $99,000.  I  have  no  hope  of  the 
adoption  of  ihe  inoiion  for  reduction;  but  I  move 
it  simply  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  brief  expla- 
aniion. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  said  that  members 
were  not  interested  in  thecopiesof  Hickey'aCon- 
stitution,  ordered  yesterday;  I  concede  that  they 
are  not,  beyond  a  very  slight  electioneering  distri- 
bution of  them. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Has  not  the  gentleman  been 
in  the  habit  of  electioneering  in  that  way  ever 
since  he  has  been  in  Congress? 

Mr.  JONES.  I  have  distributed  what  books 
were  voted  me  among  my  coneiiluenis. 

I  was  going  to  remark,  that  there  is  one  indi- 
vidual who  is  peculiarly  imereaied  in  this  mailer, 
and  he  is  the  compiler  of  Hickey's  Cnnsliiuiion, 
There  have  been  furnished  the  Senate  heretofore, 
wiih  those  now  ordered,  thirty  nine  ihnusand 
eight  hundr'd  and  sixty  six  copies  of  thai  book, 
at  a  cost  of  $40,366.  The  first  two  ihouamid  were 
at  il  25  per  coiiy,  the  rest  ai  §1  each. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  10  a  question  of  order. 
I  think  that  the  genlleman  ougni  to  confiiie  hia 
remarks  lo  the  charncier  of  his  amendment.  Ho 
ia  discussing  the  general  quesiion. 

Mr.  JO.\ES.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  moved  to  re- 
duce the  a'nproprialion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  remarks  of  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  will  lie  in  order,  if  he  [iro- 
poses  10  apply  ihem  by  sh  iwing  that  ihe  a|ipio- 
priatinn  should  be  less  than  that  conieinplaied, 
because  the  books  can  be  purchased  cheaper. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  House  has  had  furnished 
it  heretofore  four  hundred  and  iiineiy  six  copies, 
which  it  is  reported  10  me  fr<>m  the  Clerk 's  office 
cost  two  dollars  each.  The  first  of  ihera  did  cost 
two  dollars;  but  I  ask  the  House 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  call  the senileman  to  order. 
He  18  not  in  order  in  talking  of  the  past  transac- 
tions of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  in  referei.ee  to  the 
purchase  of  these  books. 

Mr.  JO.NES.  I  am  going  on  to  show,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  these  booke  ought  not  to  cost  aa 
much  OS  is  proposed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Let  the  gentleman  confine 
his  remarks  lo  the  present  cost. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman's  object 
be  as  he  states,  the  Chair  ia  of  the  opinion  that 
he  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  four  humlred  and  ninety- 
six  copies  heretofore  furnished  the  House,  at  two 
dollars  each,  would  amount  lo  $992.  The  num- 
ber ordered  for  the  present  House  is  thirty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two,  which,  at 
one  dollar,  will  cost  $3S,6*J;  making,  wilh  what 
the  Senate  have  taken,  879,970.  It  is  estimated,  I 
believe,  by  those  who  know  something  about  what 
the  cost  of  this  work  is,  that  it  can  be  published 
at  a  cost  of  forty  cents  a  volume,  leaving  some 
sixty  cents  clear  profit  upon  each  volume.  If 
that  estimate  is  right,  the  whole  amount  paid  to 
Mr.  Hickey  will  be  579,970; the  profit  derived  by 
him  from  the  sale  of  ihe  work  will  lie  $47,982; 
and  he  ia  all  the  time  in  the  ein|doyment  of  the 
Government  as  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate, 
and  his  asilnry  has  been  increased  wi'hin  the  Inat 
year  to  $1,800  or  $2,000.  If  we  sirike  out  the 
amount  named  in  the  amendment^  and  havethesa 
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bonks  primed  by  the  public  printer,  they  would 
coal  ua  about  forty  cents  per  copy,  and  it  would 
save  some  $3"), (1(10  to  the  (jovermnent. 

Mr.  SEW.-VRl).  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman whether  iVIr.  Hickey  has  not  secured  the 
coin-right  of  this  work  ? 

Mr. JONES.  I  do  not  know,  indeed.  It  is  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Strtiea,  Washingion's 
Farewell  Address,  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  some  few  other  things  of  that  kind, 
[Lausihier.l  *  • 

Mr.  SEW.'VRD.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  yesterday,  to  take  the  position 
that  these  books,  when  published,  are  put  into 
the  mnrket,  and  that  they  are  aokl  for  a  price  less 
than  the  publisher's  price.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is 
possible  that  these  books  can  he  sold  for  a  less 
price  than  the  Government  pays  Mr.  Hickey  for 
them,  unless  the  gentleman  intends  to  make  n 
general  charge  asninst  members  of  Congress  that 
they  intend  to  tnke  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
copies  of  the  Constitution  and  put  them  into  the 
market.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  state  where 
theie  books  are  to  he  found,  what  private  indi- 
viduals have  them  in  their  posseBsion,  and  how 
they  can  get  into  the  market^  If  the  publisher 
can  sell  more  than  he  has  published,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  that  amendment  coslemplates,  I  de- 
sire to  know  how  it  is  that  private  individuals  can 
gel  them  at  sixty  cents  a  volume. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  amendment  which  I  offered 
before,  al>out  the  pundiasin^  of  books,  could  not 
apply  to  Mr.  Mickey's  book,  because  he  can  fur- 
nish you  OS  many  as  you  want. 

Mr.  SEVV.\RD.  I  understood  the  amendment 
as  cnntempUtins:  that  the  Clerk  could  make  the 
purchase  of  the  bonks  for  less  money  from  private 
individuals.  I  desire  to  know  how  these  books 
get  into  the  hands  of  private  parties,  so  that  they 
can  sell  them  for  a  less  price  than  the  publisher. 
1  have  heard  it  said  in  private  circles  that  mem- 
Imrs  of  Congress  sell  the  books  they  receive  from 
the  Governnient.  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  expel  any  member  who  shall  be  guilty  of 
such  n  thing. 

Mr.  JONES.  As  I  before  stated,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  these  books  which  are  out  of  print,  in 
the  hands  of  the  publishers,  and  not  Mr.  Hickey 's 
work  on  the  Constitution.  It  is  your  "  American 
Archives, "your  "Stale  Papers, "and  someothers; 
and  I  ask  if  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the  pul)liah- 
ers.'  Ifso,  why  put  into  the  resolution  yester- 
day that  provision,  that  if  any  of  these  books  can- 
not he  procured  they  may  buy  olher  books  in 
lieu  of  them  to  the  same  amount  ?  That  is  the  pro- 
vision of  the  resolution;  and  I  would  ask  again  if 
many  of  these  books  which  are  distributed  have 
not  been  redistributed,  by  being  purchased,  and 
given  out  again  and  again  ?  There  have  been  more 
copies  of  them  distributed  by  Congress  than  ever 
were  primed  in  the  country. 

Mr.SEWARD.  If  thatbetrue,  allthati  have 
to  siiy  in  relation  to  it  is,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  has  information  to  that  effect,  he 
ought  to  place  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  can  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  that  one  of  his  colleagues  told  me  here 
that  he  had  bought,  some  years  ago,  a  full  set  of 
books,  which  had  been  voted  to  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, cosiinj  snine  ^500  or  $600,  at  gl25. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  undersund  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  object,  because 
these  books  are  sometimes  found  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  to  whom  they  were  not  assigned  by 
Congress.  But  if  a  member  of  Congress  die,  what 
use  would  his  family  have  of  his  statutes,  or  of 
his  la'w  library,  or  of  his  congressional  docu- 
ments.' They  may,  of  course,  in  such  a  case,  be 
sold. 

(Flere  the  hammer  felU 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  wish  to  alter  that  by 
reducing  the  appropriation  to  J38,000. 

Mr.SEWARD.  The  gentleman  cannot  mod- 
ify the  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  can  modify  my  own  proposi- 
tion. I  move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to 
>38,424. 

Mr.SEWARD.     I  object  to  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  can  mod- 
ify his  proposition  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
though  he  cannot  withdraw  it. 

Tha  question  was  uken  on  the  motion  to  re- 


duce the  appropriation  to  (38,434;  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  propose  to  offer  the  same 
amendmeiii  as  that  ottered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [.Mr.  Jokes,]  h  few  moments  since, 
with  the  alteration  of  a  word  or  two. 

Mr.SEWARD.  I  object.  If  it  is  the  same 
amendment  as  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  it  has  already  been  decided  by  the 
House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  would  not  be  in  order 
to  offer  the  same  amendment.  The  Clerk  will 
read  it,  that  the  committee  may  decide  whether 
it  ia  the  same. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

And  il  will  be  the  duty  of  ihe  Cierlt  of  the  Hoiine  to 
purchR)*e  Troin  any  pencon  oftV-riiig  the  same,  at  noi  more 
lliaii  piibliitherii'  prices,  any  of  liiij  l>nuks  herein  appropri- 
ated lor,  which  caunot  be  I'umiBhed  by  Uie  respccUve  pub- 
lubera. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  amendment  ia  in 
order. 

Mr.  BARRY.  The  object  of  my  amendment 
is  simply  this:  It  is  well  understood  that  after 
the  order  for  the  distribution  of  these  books  has 
been  made  by  the  Hou.se,  the  publishers  send 
round  the  country  and  buy  the  books  as  best 
they  can,  at  one  half,  one  quarter,  and  even 
sometimes  at  a  less  proportion  of  the  original  price. 
They  then  bring  these  second-hand  books  and 
sell  them  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  at 
the  original  price  at  which  they  were  sold.  The 
amendment  which  [offered  will,  if  adopted,  enable 
those  who  possess  books  which  we  desire  to 
procure  to  offer  them  to  Congress  at  less  than 
publishers' prices.  This  will  prevent  publishers 
fro  11  having  a  monopoly,  as  they  have  under  the 
present  system.  This  thing,  as  everybody  knows, 
has  grown  into  an  outrageous  abuse.  Every  man 
here  is  aware  of  it,  although  it  is  not  susceptible 
of  proof.  There  is  not  a  gentleman  on  this  floor 
who  would  question  or  dispute  the  fact  that  books 
which  have  been  voted  to  members  of  Congress 
are  sold  half  a  dozen  times  over,  and  may  again 
be  sold  half  a  dozen  times  over.  Members  of 
Congress  die,  whose  libraries  are  sold  as  private 
property.  Members  of  Congress  dispose  of  these 
books,  or  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
dispose  of  ihem;  and  then  publishers  buy  them 
agnin. 

There  is  no  excuse  and  no  palliation  for  Ihe 
course  of  voting  these  books  to  members  to  such 
a  large  amount,  except  the  single  fact  that  former 
members  of  Congress  have  received  these  books, 
and  now  they  must  be  voted  to  new  members,  as 
they  had  been  voted  on  former  occasions  to  old 
ones.  Thus  it  goes  on  in  constantly  increasing 
proportion;  and  there  will  be  no  limit  lo  it  but 
the  continuance  of  the  Government  and  the  want 
of  means  by  Congress  to  buy  these  books.  Il 
originated,  as  abuses  generally  do,  in  a  small  be-^ 
ginning.  It  set  out,  at  the  start,  with  voting  to 
members  a  few  books  which  they  could  not  pur- 
chase, which  were  only  published  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  which,  consequently,  could  not  be  had 
by  those  even  who  were  willing  to  spend  their 
money  for  them.  The  ne.xt  step  was  to  add  books 
which  every  man  could  buy,  and  which  every 
man,  who  needed  a  library,  was  bound  to  buy. 
Thus  it  was  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Suites 
placed  itself  in  the  condition  of  voluntarily  going 
into  the  market  and  purchasing  books  for  them- 
selves. For  this  there  ia  no  apology  except  their 
own  feelings  of  economy,  and  their  desire  lo  save 
their  own  money  and  to  spend  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Now,  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  copies  of 
Hickey's  Constitution,  which  you  have  voted  to 
yourselves,  will  not  go  to  the  people  who  are  not 
able  to  purchase  them  for  themselves,  but  they 
will  be  sent  l>y  members  of  Congress  lo  their  par- 
ticular friends  throughout  the  country,  who  are 
men  of  influence,  activity,  and  energy,  and  who 
will  use  them  to  aid  liiese  members  of  Congress 
in  their  canvass.  1  say  they  will  not  go  to  indi- 
viduals who  want  the  information,  but  are  desti- 
tute of  the  means  to  purchase  it.  They  will  go 
to  those  who  can  purchase  the  book;  and  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  books  will  turn  out  to  be  a 
mere  gratuity  to  men  of  character  and  fortune 
throughout  the  country.  Every  man  must  know 
this.  You  will  find  in  the  next  canvass  this 
Hickey's  Constitution,  sent  by  members  of  Con- 


gress, on  the  center  tables,  and  in  the  most  expen- 
sive llbrariep 

'     Mr.SEWARD.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  gentleman  is  not  debating  the  merits  of  ihe 

question.   The  gentleman  talks  about  (i 

these  books  for  ihe  benefit  of  individual ! 

Il  must  be  that  thegenileman  intends luuc^uiiuic 

these  one  hundred  and  sixty  volumes  for  his  own 

benefit. 

Mr.  BARRY.  If  I  were  lo  do  it,  I  should  have 
illustrious  precedents;  and  it  would  only  be  doing 
what  forty-nine  out  of  fifty  members  wdl  do. 

The  CHAIR.MAN.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  is  taking  a  great  deal 
of  latitude  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  BARRY.  Iimaybe;  but  I  am  illustrating 
the  abuse  of  this  system;  and  my  amendment 
proposes  to  remedy  that  abuse,  so  far  as  it  can  be 
done.  I  propose  to  enable  the  Clerk  of  the  Hon,-e 
to  purchase  those  books  from  any  man  who  will 
sell  them  to  him,  provided  he  does  not  ask  more 
tlian  the  publishers'  prices.  The  resolution,  a* it 
passed  the  other  day,  requires  him  to  give  the 
publishers'  prices,  although  they  may  be  second 
or  third-hand  books. 

I  understand  there  was  a  resolution  offered 
some  years  ago,  that  each  member's  name  shuuLi 
be  put  upon  every  volume  voted  to  him,  so  that 
it  could  not  be  resold,  without  its  giving  evidence 
of  the  source  from  which  it  came.  Such  a  course 
ought  to  be  adopted  now;  and  if  adopted,  there 
/Would  be  an  end  of  all  this  reselling  of  book«  by 
members. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  All  which  that  amend- 
ment contains  is  in  the  resolution  as  adopted. 

The  imputation  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  cast  upon  members  of  Congress  may  be  de- 
served or  may  not  be  deserved.  Self-respect  will 
lead  us  all  lo  suppose  that  each  man  upon  our 
right  and  upon  ourlefl  is  as  pure  as  ourselves.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  no  resolution  will  be  adopted 
of  the  kind  which  implies  that  members  of  Con- 
gress are,  Instead  of  being  honorable,  dishonor- 
able gentlemen;  instead  of  being  in  the  receplion 
of  valuable  documents  for  the  purpose  of  distri- 
bution, are  vending  out  their  wares  to  clerks  or 
somebody  else.  If  such  a  misfortune  should 
befall  any  of  us,  il  will  be  time  enough  then  for 
gentlemen  to  come  forward  and  make  personal 
explanations. 

Mr.  JONE^S,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  wish 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  to  suppose  that  i 
moke  any  imputation  upon  them  for  selling  their 
books. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  rise  to  a  qusstion  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  not  arguing  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Chandler]  was,  and  I  am  speaking 
in  his  time.  I  believe  that  when  the  House  Toic* 
books  to  a  member  he  lakes  them  as  private  prop- 
erty, and  he  has  as  much  right  lo  sell  them  la 
market,  and  to  do  what  he  pleases  with  the  money, 
as  he  has  lo  appropriate  his  per  diem  and  mileage 
as  he  chooses, 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  only  remark  I  shall 
make  in  reference  to  that  amendment  is,  that  all 
of  it  that  is  valuable  is  contained  In  the  resolution 
introduced  a  few  days  since  explanatory  of  the 
joint  resolution.  We  cannot  alter  that  resolution 
with  propriety;  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  us 
to  undertake  it.     ' 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  original  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Sew- 
Aiu>;  and  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
lo. 

Mr.  MURRAY.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

To  enalile  ilie  Ulerk  of  the  HniiH  of  Represienuiivesm 

purchase  from  the  puhlighers,  Mewra.  I,t;.'.,.,.-.^tt   ,:r-n>t^ 

S,  Co.,  two  httndred  cnpieiinf  (he  srcoh^: 

of  .Schnnlcrsft's   lliotory,  £cc.,  of  ihe   li 

t'liilod  Stfttet*.  lo  coinplele  the  net"  '■''  - 

lloiiMe  of  Repre)«enlalives,  nl  llir. 

per  vnhiinn,  .jl,4»U  :  ProvUtcil,  'It 

be  of  the  same  alyle  and  quality  u.  *,..,.,..  .i^. ■-......;-  .... 

ni»hed. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  MURRAY.     1  am  instructed  by  theCoia- 
mittee  on  Printing  to  offer  the  following: 

1.  Fnr  the  completion  of  the  printing  of  die  Ant  ifswiiB 
of  the  Thiity-Tlyrd  Congres.',  $3(1,000  s 
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2.  For  (he  pnrchn^e  of  papnr  for  ihft  completion  of  the 
printiitft  of  the  flrdi  fle^-Kion  of  the  Thirty-Third  Congresn, 
t43,(KH)  J 

3.  Fur  dortcirncy  in  the  estimates  heretofore  submitted 
for  the  printinf!  of  the  !?econd  session  of  llie  Thirly-Tliird 
Conjtres.,  .flO.Onn; 

4.  Ki»r  two  ndililional  clerlts  in  the  office  of  the  Siipcrin- 
teiideiit  of  the  Fublje  Printing,  antliorized  by  the  joint  res- 
olntioii  approved  Febrnary  ti,  1854,alSl,riO0  each,  .■JtijOOO  ; 

5.  For  rent  of  wareroom  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
June,  If&j,  ^2M; 

6.  For  carlase  and  labor,  in  storine  and  transportation  of 
paper  from  xvarerooni  and  office  of  Superintendent  to  the 
otfices  of  the  pul-lie  printers,  ^"iSO. 

Here  is  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
injt,  which  will  explain  the  necessity  of  the  appro- 
priatinns,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  Itemi  I  and  9.— 'These  tWo  items  are  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  largely  increased  orders  of  b^itlt  Houses  of  (Con- 
gress lor  iffdi'i'^nu^  numbers  of  the  usual  aiinuul  documents, 
as  well  as  Iheir  increased  sise  ;  by  the  rt-printitit>  of  large 
editions  of  documents  which  had  been  printed  at  llie  preced 
ingsi'ssion ;  by  the  order  for  a  large  edition  (one  hundred 
nnd  titty  thousand  copies)  of  a  Conipendium  of  the  Seventh 
(!;iutsi>s;  and  al-o  by  the  clause  in  the  deficiency  bill,  just 
passed,  amending  the  printing  act  of  l8.Vi,  by  wiiicli  the  co»n- 
posi/ion  of  all  documents  hereal'lpr  ordered  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress  is  lo  be  paid  for  t«'iVe  instead  of  but  once,  as  here- 
tofore. 'Hits  oflice  was  aware,  during  the  preparation  of 
the  deficiency  bill,  thai  a  considerable  deficiency  would 
occur  ill  the  appropriations  for  the  printing  and  paper  for 
the  present  session  of  Congress ;  but,  at  that  early  period 
of  the  session,  it  Was  impossible  to  make  an  approximate 
estimate  itf  llie  exient  of  the  orders  for  printing. 

*'  Item  3.— An  addition  of  §10,000  to  the  csitmalcs  here- 
tofore submitted  for  tbetirinting  of  the  two  Mouses  of  Con- 
gress (.•ii.OtfO  to  each)  IS  matte  necessary  by  (he  amend- 
ment to  the  printing  act  of  IBni  above  referred  to. " 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  last  two  items,  for  the 
rent  of  room,  $3^,  and  for  cartage  and  labor,  §550, 
were  contested  here,  and  rejected  when  the  defi- 
ciency bill  was  under  consideration.  They  were 
ultimately  agreed  lo,  on  the  ground  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Printing  of  the  two  Houses 
had  authorized  the  Superintendent  to  provide  for 
these  objects.  The  argument  used  there  does  not 
npply  hert-.  This  is  an  appropriation  for  another 
year.  There  is  no  necessity  for  these  two  items, 
in  my  opinion.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  have  given  them  thorough  examination. 
Contracts  with  the  paper  manufacturers  have  been 
heretofore,  and  ought  lo  be  hereafter,  that  they 
shouKI  deliver  paper  in  such  quantities  and  at  such 
places  as  the  Superintendent  designated.  That  1 
may  vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman, I  move  to  strike  oui  the  last  two  items. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  an 
omendmenl. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  amendment 
is  in  order. 

Mr.  STANTO.V.  I  move  to  amend  what  is 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out.  I  wish  lo  add  one 
dollar  to  the  appropriation.     Cannot  i  do  that.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
would  be  an  amendment  in  the  third  degree. 

Mr.  STANTON.  My  amendment  nns  prece- 
dence. I  have  the  right  to  amend  any  portion 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  before  the  question  is 
taken  on  striking  out. 

The  CHAI  R.MAN.  The  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceed. . 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  desire  to  reply  lo  the  gen- 
tleman in  reference  to  the  necessity  for  these  two 
items.  The  same  necessity  exists  now  which 
existed  at  the  time  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Public  Printing  gave  its  assent  to  theSuperintend- 
enl.  It  grows  out  of  the  fact  that  an  immense 
amount  of  labor  is  thrown  on  the  hands  of  the 
Superintendent.  It  is  true  that  the  contractors 
are  required  to  deliver  the  paper  wherever  he 
'directs.  In  the  absence  of  a  warehouse,  he  would 
direct  that  it  be  sent  to  the  printers.  The  printers 
Bay  that  they  have  not  room  for  it.  It  is  not  a 
part  of  their  duty,  they  allege,  to  take  care  of  this 
property,  and  to  insure  its  safety.  All  they  want 
IS  a  sufficient  quantity  to  do  the  various  jobs  that 
are  sent  to  them. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  StantonJoIIow  me  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion. Is  not  the  surplus  paper  stored  within  this 
building,  and  is  there  not  room  for  ten  times  as 
much  as  is  ever  on  hand  at  any  one  time.' 

Mr.STANTON.  A  very  small  portion  of  the 
paper  intended  for  printing  is  stored  in  the  room 
occupied  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Printing.  But  the  gentleman  nsks  if  the  surplus 
paper  is  not  stored  within  this  building. 

Mr.  PRATT.  It  is  stored  in  this  building, 
and  ia  seen  as  we  are  passing  through  it. 


Mr.STANTON.     Where.' 

Mr.  PRATT.    Just  below  the  rotunda. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
know  that  the  paper  to  which  he  refers  is  that 
used  for  packingand  folding?  There  is  not  room 
enough  in  this  building  for  storing  the  paper  used 
for  printing.  I  withdraw  the  amendment  I  of- 
fered. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  object  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  amendment.  I  consider  this  proposition  to  be 
on  a  par  with  a  good  many  others  that  are  made 
here,  the  object  of  which  is  to  procure  appropria- 
tions of  money  by  the  General  Government  for  the 
benefit  of  private  individuals.  I  mean  lo  attribute 
no  improper  motives  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, or  to  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor.  But  I 
dii  know  that  there  are  individuals  prowling  about 
this  Capitol  who  manage  to  sponge  money  from 
the  General  Government,  nnd  they  do  it  in  a  man- 
ner which  I  cannot  approve.  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  was  proper  to  muke  the  appropriation  we 
did  for  last  year  for  storing  and  carting  paper, 
and  all  that  kind  of  thing.  I  do  net  believe,  be- 
cause we  concluded  to  pay  the  expenses  of  last 
year  incurred  in  this  way,  that  it  is  any  reason 
why  we  should  do  it  another  year.  1  am  opposed, 
in  fact,  to  the  whole  proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  Mr.  Hoes- 
ton's  amendment,  it  was  taken;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  MrnRAv's 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  offer  the  fallowing 
amendment: 

For  eompensallon  to  draughtsmen  and  clerks  employed 
on  the  limps  of  the  public  land«,  under  Itie  resolution  of  4lli 
May,  1848,  57,500. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  the 
committee  that  ihe  amendment  is  to  provide  com- 
pensation to  the  clerks  and  droughtsmen  employed 
on  the  map's  of  the  public  lands,  in  pursuance  of 
llie  order  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  olTer  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

For  the  cooiplellon  of  the  bridge  at  the  Little  Falls,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  ;}7.^,00n;  Providrttj  That  no  (lart  of 
Iliis  appropriation  shall  be  expended  except  in  fullillment  of 
a  contract  which  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Interior  is  hereby 
required  to  maltit,  if  in  his  power  to  do  so,  for  the  comple- 
tion «>f  said  bridge  for  Itie  anionnt  hereby  appropriated  ; 
and  it  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  bi  be,  the  duty  of 
said  .^'ecretary  to  rei)uire  the  contractor  or  conlraclors  lo 
give  bond  with  ample  security  for  the  lulfiltinent  of  his  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  subject  has  been  so  much 
before  the  committee  thai  it  is  hnrdly  necessary 
for  me  to  speak  upon  it.  This  Government  has 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  it  is  bound  to  promote  its  interests.  I 
would  slate,  however,  that  originally  the  bridge 
at  the  Little  Falls  was  owneil  by  a  joint  stock 
company,  and  that  their  interest  in  it  was  pur- 
chased up  by  the  Government.  The  improve- 
ment for  which  this  appropriation  is  proposed,  is 
necessory  to  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  A  large  sum  has  been  already 
expended  on  the  bridge;  and  I  suppose  Congress 
will  not  allow  what  has  been  erected  to  go  to 
ruins. 

This  appropriation,  according  to  the  evidence 
which  I  have  here,  will  put  it  in  a  complete  con- 
dition; and  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  committee  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  move  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation $100. 

I  make  this  motion  simply  with  a  view  to  slate 
that  all  of  us  here  who  have  listened  to  the  debate 
some  time  ago  in   relation   to  the  bridge  above 
Georgetown,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  happened 
to  fall  while  being  raised  under  the  supervision  of 
the  gentleman  designated  by  the  gentleman  from  ^ 
Kentucky,  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  must 
have  a  desire  lo  see  the  people  of  this  District  ac-  , 
commodated    with    a   bridge   above  Georgetown  ' 
some  way  or  other. 

I  understand,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  that  this  $75,000, 
if  appropri.ited,  would  complete  that  bridge,  under 
the  (lireclion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  And 
I  also  understand  from  him,  and  from  various 
other  persons,  that  this  crossing  of  the  Potomac 


is  one  of  the  main  thoroughfares  to  this  city,  by 
which  ihe  people  from  the  surrounding  country, 
hundreds  of  miles  round,  bring  their  produce  to 
the  market,  in  the  cheapness  and  good  supply  of 
which  we  are  all  interested. 

Therefore,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon  by  the  sixty  thousand  people  in 
this  District  wh<i  are  without  a  vote,  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  without  the  privilege  of  voting 
for  a  President,  while  we  are  their  exclusive  legis- 
lators; I  feel  myself  bound,  I  say,  lo  take  care  of 
their  interests  as  far  as  I  can. 

I  think  it  ifi  a  public  duty  we  owe  to  them,  and 
I  cheerfully  vote  for  this  appropriation,  under  the 
assurance  that  a  bridge  can  be  (juilt  there,  sub- 
stantially and  properly,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  under  his  direc- 
tion, which  will  greatly  promote  the  interests  of 
this  District  and  neighborhood,  nnd  that  of  the 
public  men  who  are  obliged  to  assemble  here. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Virginia.  The  genilemnii  from 
Ohio  proposes  to  increase  the  amount  contained 
in  this  amendment  $100.  Well,  sir,  1  am  opposed 
t^  that.  I  object  lo  increasing  it,  becaii5»e  it  is 
wholly  unneeei<sary.  Of  conrse,  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  his  support  of  the 
porticniar  views  which  the  amendment  involves; 
but,  inasmuch  ns  ^75,000  will  accomplish  all  the 
objects  I  have  in  view,  I  think  an  increase  iif  un- 
neces8;iry. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Then  I  will  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Oh,  no,  no  !  I  beg  the  gentle- 
man's pardon.  That  is  the  foundation  of  my 
speech.  [Laughter.]  I  want  to  make  some  re- 
marks in  opposition. 

I  beg  this  committee  to  understand  that  the 
amendment  which  I  have  offered  does  not  bind  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  po  on  with  the  plan 
heretofore  adopted.  I  drew  it  up  directly  with  a 
view  to  avoid  that  consequence,  because  there  ai* 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  are  opposed  to  iron 
bridges.  Believing  that, and  keeping  in  view,  also, 
our  recent  experience  with  another  iron  bridge,  1 
leave  it  entirely  to  the  judgment  and  intelligence 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  interior  to  make  such  a 
contract  as  he  may  see  fit. 

I  say  to  this  committee  that,  with  the  stone  piers 
which  are  already  up,  §75,000  will  give  us  a  noble 
structure,  one  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  District, 
and  fully  and  completely  satisfactory  to  the  wants 
of  the  District. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan.  Where  is  the 
bridge? 

Mr.  SMITH.  It  is  across  the  Pntomac'al  the 
Little  Falls,  some  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  from  here. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     Four  miles. 

Mr-  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  a  moment,  I 
will  merely  slate,  in  order  that  thegenileman  may 
indicate  the  fact  lo  the  House,  that  at  this  point 
there  has  been  a  bridge,  which  was  carried  away 
by  the  flood. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  already  stated  to  the 
committee  that  forty  years  ago  there  was  a  private 
toll  bridge  there.  I  stated,  also,  that  Congress 
bought  out  the  proprietors,  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  provide  a  bridge  for  the  use 
of  the  people  of  the  District  and  the  neighborhood. 
I  slated  that  there  was  a  chain  bridge  there  which 
was  swept  away  by  the  flood. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  $75,000 
fully  complete  this  bridge? 

Mr.  SJ'UTH.     Certainly;  entirely  complete  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.     Let  us  voie  it,  then. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  hope  and  trust  the  House  will 
pass  it. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  With  the  gentleman's  per- 
mission, I  will  say  (hat  1  am  acquainted  with  a 
party  of  gentlemen  who  have  a  very  excellent 
plan  of  a  bridge  which  can  be  put  up  for $75,000. 

Mr.  PEHKHAM.     Philade.'phinne? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.     No,  but  Washingtonians. 

Mr.  BAlfRY.  I  nndeiiMand  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  say  that  this  bridge  can  be  com- 
pleted for  $75,000.  I  sugs^st  to  him,  while  1  do 
not  intend  lo  vole  for  the  proposition,  that  he 
hod  better  incorporate  in  the  amendment  a  pro- 
vision that  Ihe  work  shall  not  be  undertaken  un- 
less a  contract  shall  be  entered  into  that  it  shall 
be  constructed  for  that  sum. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  All  that  is  expres*ly 
set  forth  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CUM  MING.     1  shall  vote  for  the  appro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


me  23, 


prirtilon  fur  ihis  bridge.  But  I  desire  to  inquire 
of  ihe  geiidemnii  if  he  knows  what  has  beconse  of 
Ihe  lH8t  iron  liuilge  which  whs  consirucied  there? 

Mr.  S  VIITII.     It  18  lying  there  now. 

Mr.  CU.VIMING.  I  am  going  lo  vote  for  the 
anitodnent.  I  only  wished  lu  know  what  had 
btconie  of  that  bri<li:e. 

Mr   SVIIIK.     Oh,  it  is  all  there. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  move /»ri</i/imo  to  increase  the 
ap|>riipri«iion  fiHy  dollarn.  I  move  it  lor  the  purpose 
ot  gi^'intf  uie  an  opporriMiiiy  of  exptnmiiig  to  the 
eenilentan  fnnn  New  York,«nd  to  ihe  conimiuee, 
the  condMion  of  that  bridt^e,  and  ihecircumslRnce-i 
connected  wiih  its  fall,  winch  were  not  explained, 
or  not  understofid,  when  the  inalter  waa  before  the 
coinniiiiee  on  a  former  occasion.  The  genileman 
who  atienipted  to  build  this  bridge  did  it  on  a  spe- 
cific private  contract.  He  contracted  with  the 
Government  to  build  it  at  a  specific  price;  and  he 
belli;  the  contractor,  the  Guveriiment  h.)d  no  more 
control  over  the  work,  except  to  see  that  the  mn 
lerial  used  in  itaconmruciion  was  sound  and  prop- 
er,ihn'n  It  has  over  ihe  woik  ofaiiy  other  private 
contractor.  And  wlien  it  was  proposed  to  raise 
the  bridge,  the  contractor  said  he  would  do  it  ufion 
his  own  responsibility,  lie  made  the  attempt, 
and  Ihe  biidse  fell,  but  not  in  consequence  of  any 
dritct  in  the  iron  ol  which  it  was  constructed, 
but  because  of  tlie  breaking  of  some  straps  or  of 
some  portion  of  the  machinery  used  in  raising  it. 
>Vhen  it  had  been  raised  six  inches,  it  fell  and 
broke  all  to  pieces. 

1  he  breiikiiig  of  the  bridge,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, waa  no  indication  that  it  waa  not  con- 
sirucied of  the  proper  material.  The  same  thing 
hapfiened  in  raising  the  bridge  across  the  Menai 
Siraiis,  in  Great  Britain,  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Stephenson,  the  firji  civil  engineer  in  the 
world.  Some  part  of  the  machinery  broke,  and  it 
fell  one  inch, destroying  the  whole  bridge,  because 
a  structure  of  that  length  cannot  bear  such  a  jar 
without  great  injury,  if  not  entire  destruction. 

But,  sir,  this  gentleman  did  receive  money  from 
the  Governinenl  as  the  work  progressed,  as  I  be- 
lieve IS  u.Hual  in  such  cases,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
gave  securiiy  to  the  Government  upon  properly  in 
this  city.  The  security,  I  believe,  ainonnts  to 
aliout  $4,0011.  I  understand  the  wrought  iron  and 
oiher  materials,  the  remai>is  of  the  bridge,  are 
Wiirth,  perhaps,  as  much  as  $4,0011  more;  so  that 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  issecgrity  to  the 
Government  lo  the  amount  of  about  $tJ,0UO  for 
Ihe  $12.1)00  which  had  been  paid  by  the  Goverr- 
ment.  The  contractor  agreed,  for  the  considera- 
tion which  he  was  lo  receive,  to  complete  the 
bridge;  but  the  money  paid  by  the  Governmeiil 
will  be  a  total  loss,  with  the  exception  of  the  se- 
curity given  by  tlie  contractor — Mr.  Rider,  I  be- 
lieve— and  the  fraginenis  of  the  bridge — the 
wrought  Iron,  &c.,  which  remain. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virmnia.  If  I  understood  the 
genileman  from  Mississippi,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seal,  he  has  gone  into  a  calculation  to  see  how 
much  money  the  Government  can  make  out  of  this 
coiiirncior — this  meritorious  contractor  in  the  city 
of  VVuKhinirioo, 

Mr.  BARKY.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
I  will  slate  my  purpose  in  doing  it.  When  this 
matter  waa  before  the  committee  some  time  ago, 
the  objection  was  made  that  no  one  could  tell  how 
much  had  been  lost  on  the  other  bridge.  No 
member  then  could  furnish  the  information;  and 
since  that  time  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire 
into  Ihe  matter.  , 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir.  I  hope  the  House 
will  cive  UH  a  bridge. 

Mr.  BARRY,  by  unanimous  consent,  with- 
drew his  aoieiidriient. 

Mr.  SKELTOiV.  I  move  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation to  juJd.OOO. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  make  the  motion  forreduction 
in  good  fnith,  and  to  test  the  sense  of  this  com- 
mittee on  the  important  question  involved  in  the 
/fmeodnienl  as  to  the  constriiciion  of  bridges. 
The  bridge  proposed  lo  be  ronsfrucied  is  of  as 
m'ich  interest  and  advaniage  lo  Virginia  as  to  the 
District  <if  Columbia.  I  douii  iiie  propriety  ot 
mHkingsuch  appropriations  even  for  the  Dixtrict 
of  C"liiiiibia.  Il  is  asserted  that  ive  oui^ht  to 
make  these  appropriatioiis,  because  we  are  the 
gimrdiniis  of  ihis  iJistiict.  I  ihiiik  il  is  hardly 
pnoirr  [41  make  such  appropriations  for  the  State 
Ol  Virginia.  If  theameiidmeni  be  adufiled,  I  shall 
niuve  u>  r*<]uir«  liie  Swia  of  Virginia,  befur*  tiie 


money  is  expended,  lo  make  an  equal  appropria- 
tion lor  the  same  purpose.  The  bridge  exienda 
from  the  Disirnt  to  the  Virgio'o  side.  That  State 
being  as  much  interesteil  ami  advantaged,  should 
pay  half  the  expense. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me 
to  ask  him  a  oiiestion  ? 

Mr.  SKELTO.V.  The  gentleman  will  have 
chance  for  reply.  I  oliject  lo  these  appropriai ions 
for  another  reason  We  annually  txpend  millions 
ol  dollars  f>r  this  District.  I  should  iiol  be  inclined 
to  find^ault  with  them,  were  it  not  that  they  so 
impoverish  the  Treasury  that  il  cannot  alTord 
§10.000  to  save  four  hdndred  human  lives  on  the 
ciiBM  of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey.  They  exhaust 
the  Treasury,  and  prevent  the  piovision  of  JIO.OOO 
to  save  iliose  shipwrecked  on  our  coast.  In  the 
latter  appro[iriation  the  whole  country  is  deeply 
inieresied.  Por  this,  and  various  other  reasons, 
which  I  shall  not  now  detain  the  commiitre  by 
repeating,  I  have  moved  lo  reduce  the  appropri- 
ation. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  It  seems  lo  me  that  this  is 
a  grave  and  good  point  on  which  to  rise.  I  make 
Ihe  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo;  there  being,  on  a 
division — aves  (16,  noes  39. 

Thecnmmiiieea'  cord  ingly  rose;  and  ihe  Speaker 
having  resumed  ihe  chair,  the  Chnirinan  (Mr.OBn) 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Ihe 
stale  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally 
uiiiler  consideration,  and  particularly  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  and  had  come  lo  no 
restilution  thereon. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjiiurn. 

The  motion  was  sgreed  lo;  and  thereupon  (at 
half  past  three  o'clock,  p.  m.)  iheHouse  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fhidat,  June  23,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 
The  Journal  ofyeaterday  waa  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  Irmpore,  by  unanimous 
consent,  this  being  private  bill  day,  preaenied  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  13ih  instant, 
communicjiting  copies  of  the  quarterly  and  other 
accounts  of  the  expeniliiures  of  the  Mint;  which. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FISH,  waa  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF   PAPERS. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  ajlow  me  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate  the  papers  of  John  O'Leary,  a  pen- 
sioner. Among  tho.He  papers  is  a  certificate  on 
which  he  draws  his  pension.  Without  it,  he  can- 
not receive  the  money.  The  papers  are  on  the 
files  of  ihe  Senate,  and  he  is,  therefore,  not  able 
to  draw  his  pension.  I  move  ilial  he  have  leave 
lo  withdraw  the  papers. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BRIG  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideraiion  of  the  bill — reported 
from  the  Conimiuee  on  Foreign  Relations — for  the 
relief  of  the  claimants  of  the  privuie  armed  brig 
General  Armstrong. 

By  the  bill  the  Secretary  of  State  is  aulhorized 
and  directed  to  examine  and  adjust  the  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  growing  out  of  the 
drstruciion  of  the  private  armed  brig  General 
Armstrong,  belonging  lo  the  port  of  New  York, 
destroyed  by  a  British  force  in  the  neutral  port  of 
Fayal,  in  September,  1814,  and  to  settle  the  same 
upon  principles  of  jnstiiie  and  equity.  , 

On  the  26  h  and   27ih  of  September,  1814,  the 
Ameiicjin    private    armed    brig    General    Arm-  | 
strong,  coininanded  by  Captain  S.imuel  C.  Reid,  > 
while  at  anchor  in  the  neuiral  port  of  Fayal,  be- 
longing lo    the   dominions  of  Puriugal,  wns   at-  . 
lacked  by  the  gun-boats  of  a  large  British  squad- 
ron, commanded  by  Cnplain  Lloyd,  in   violation 
of  the  laws  of  neutrality.     The  iiqiiadron  consist-  ; 
ed  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 's  vessels,  the  ship-of- 
Tiie-line   Piantngeoei,  of  Heveiily  four   guns,    the 
Irigaie  Rota,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  the  brig  Car- 
oaiuin,  of  eigbieeu  guns.  The  General  Armstrong 


carried  but  seven  guns  aod  ninety  men.  After  a 
defense  iinfiaralleled  in  the  history  of  naval  war- 
fare, the  Americans  sustained  a  loss  of  bill  two 
killed  and  seven  wounded,  while  the. logs  in  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred.  The  squadron 
was  detained  ten  days  at  Fayal  in  repairing  dam- 
ages. They  were  occupied  three daysin  burying 
iheir  dead.  The  sloops-of-war.  the  Thais  oiid 
Calypso,  which  ariived  a  few  days  afterwards, 
were  taken  into  requisition  to  carry  home  the 
wounded  men.  The  latter  sailed  for  England  on 
the  3J,  and  the  former  on  the  4ih  of  Ociober, 
1«I4. 

On  the  representations  afterwards  made  of  the 
facts  of  the  case  by  Ihe  Portuguese  Governor  of 
Fayal  to  his  Government,  the  Prinre  Regent  of 
Portugal,  on  the  22d  December,  1814,  inslnicted 
his  Minister  at  London  to  demand  an  apology 
and  indeiniiifi''ation  from  the  English  Government 
for  the  -outrage  committed.  England  prooip'Iy 
replied  by  an  apology  for  the  loss  of  Poriusuejia 
property  occasioned  by  the  firing  of  the  British 
vessels,  but  refused  to  pay  for  the  destruction  of 
the  brig  General  Armstrong. 

On  the  14ih  of  March,  1818,  Mr.  J.  a.  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State,  called  iheattentlon  of  the  Por- 
tuguese Minister  at  Washington  lothe  claim, and 
urged  Its  payment  by  Ins  Government.  It  seemed 
lo  fiave  been  overlooked  for  n  period  of  sixteen 
years  afterwards;  and  in  1634,  Mr.  McLane,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  informed  Captain  Reid  that  ihe 
situation  of  Portugal  was  such  as  lo  render  that 
an  unsuitable  time  for  presenting  any  claim,  how- 
ever just,  against  that  Goven  meni.  On  ihe20ih 
of  May,  1835,  Mr.  Dickins, acting  Secretary,  and 
on  lhel4ih  nf  April,  1840,  Mr.  Forsylh, Secretary 
of  Slate,  instructed  our  charge  at  Lisbon  lo  urge 
the  claim.  Under  President  Tyler's  administra- 
tion, Mr.  Webster  renewed  the  demand,  and  a 
reply  in  writing  waa  received  from  the  Portuguese 
Minister,  Seilorde  Castro,  in  which  the  liability 
of  Portugal  was  for  the  firsl  time  denied,  knd  it 
was  boldly  asserted  that  the  Americans  and  not 
the  British  had  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port 
of  Fayal.  Under  the  admiiiiKiration  of  General 
Taylor,  Mr.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State,  strongly 
urged  the  claim;  and  in  the  final  instructions  to 
Mr.  J.  B.  Clay,  llien  charge  at  Lisbon,  on  the  8ih 
of  March,  1850,  a  peremptory  demanil  was  made 
on  the  Portuguese  Government,  and  iweiiiy  days 
allowed  for  a  reply.  The  demand  was  backed  by 
the  presence  of  an  American  fleet  in  the  river  Ta- 
gus.  In  these  inslruciiuns,  Mr.  Clayuni  said  that 
a  reference  of  the  claim  lo  arbitration  would  never 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  President.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  Portugal,  instigated  by  thai  of  Eng- 
land, continued  to  resist  payment;  and  on  the 
llili  of  Joly,  1850,  .Mr.  Clay  demanded  his  pass- 
pons,  and  lel't  ihe  country.  In  the  mean  lime, the 
Portuguese  Minister  here  urged  an  arbitration; 
but  II  was  peremptorily  declined  by  our  Govern- 
ment. 

During  the  administration  nf  President  Fill- 
more, the  claim  was,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  claimants,  on  the  proposition  of  P'irtugal, 
submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  Louis  Napoleon, 
President  of  ihe  Republic  nf  France.  The  claim- 
ants were  not  allowed  to  submit  an  argument  ia 
the  case.  On  the  29th  of  November,  1852,  (more 
than  ayenrafier  the  case  was  submitted,)  the  arbi- 
tral decision  was  rendered,  and  il  was  transmit- 
ted lo  the  two  Governments  interested,  through 
their  Ministers  in  France,  without  our  Minister, 
Mr.  Rives,  having  received  any  intimation  of  its 
nature,  antj  without  his  having  been  permitted  to 
make  any  siatement  in  behalf  of  the  claimants  to 
the  arbitrator.  It  is,  in  the  oi>inioii  of  ihe  com- 
mittee, a  well'Setiled  principle  of  law,  thai  the 
tolerance  by  a  neutral  Power  of  such  a  violation 
of  its  territory,  as  took  place  in  this  case,  ren- 
ders il  responsible  lo  the  Government,  whose  citi- 
zens have  sufTrred,  not  only  for  apology,  but  for 
pecuniary  indemnity.  This  Government  having 
submitieil  the  case  to  arbitration  against  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  claimants,  is  responsible  lo 
them,  for  they  had  a  right  lo  expecl  from  ihe  pre- 
vious conduct  of  our  Gnvernnieni,  that  it  had  no 
doubt  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  would  presa 
it  until  pnul. 

The  lull  was  reported  lo  the  Senate  without 
amendment;  and  the  President  put  the  question, 
"Shall  Ihe  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time'"  and  the  noes  appeared  lo  have  it. 
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Mr.  SLIDELL.  Mr.  President,  1  had  sup- 
posed that  ibe  mere  reading  of  the  report  in  this 
case  would  be  siilHcient  to  command  for  the  bill 
almost  (he  unanimous  sanction  of  the  Senate.  I 
must  think  that  perhaps  it  has  not  been  listened 
to  or  read  by  a  large  portion  of  Senators  who  are 
present,  because  I  think,  if  the  facts  of  the  ca-se 
were  understood,  and  the  principles  involved  in  it 
wer>?  examined,  it  could  not  fail  to  commend  itself 
lo  the  favorable  consideration  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  Senate. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  lo  recapitulate  the 
faft.s  which  are  staled  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
miitee,  but  I  will  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  for  a  few  moments,  lo  make  a  very 
brief  siaiement  of  them,  and  to  stflte  what  I  con- 
sider ou^bt  to  have  some  influence  on  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  Senate  in  connection  with  ihis  case. 
It  was  very  fully  invesiigaled  by  the  Commiliee 
on  Foreign  Kelations,  and  I  am  auiliorized  lo 
^laie  that  ihe  report  and  the  bill  which  accompa- 
nies it,  meet  the  uni^nitnous  sanction  of  that  com- 
mittee. Ii  was  under  their  conaideraiion  at  more 
than  one  session,  and  although  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commiliee  ap|>roached  the  case  with 
^real  doubts  as  regards  the  correctness  of  the 
princi[>le8  on  which  the  liability  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  sustained,  these  doubts  yielded  to  a 
more  mature  examination  of  the  question. 

Sir,  I  am  very  far  from  contending  that  it  is 
under  ordinary  circumstances  the  duty  of  a  Gov- 
ernment to  enforce  even  all  the  just  claims  of  its 
citiiensby  war,  or  that,  in  the  event  of  its  declining 
to" have  recourse  lo  belligerent  measures  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  those  just  cairns,  a  respons- 
ibility is  thrown  on  ihe  Government,  and  it  is 
bound  trf*pay  ihe  citizen  ihal  which  it  failed  lo 
exact  from  the  foreign  nation.  In  the  report 
which  I  have  had  ihe  honor  to  make  on  this  sub- 
ject, i  have  resied  the  rights  of  ihe  claimants  upon 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  lh«  case.  I  will 
stale  them  very  briefly. 

During  the  war  of  18I2-'15,  the  brig  General 
Armstrong  was  lying  in  the  neutral  portof  Fayal, 
and  enliiled  to  ihe  protection  of  thai  neutral  port. 
She  was  there  attacked  by  several  British  cruis- 
ers, and  afier  a  most  gallant  defense,  was  de- 
Htrnyed.  I  think  it  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
achievements  of  that  war.  Ceriainly,  the  annals 
of  naval  history  cannot  show  anyihing  more  he- 
roic. The  Governmenl  of  Portugal,  at  that  lime, 
recognized'the  fact  that  there  had  been  a  gross 
violation  of  the  rights  of  neuiralily,  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Governmenl,  and  it  remonstrated  in 
earnest  terms  against  that  violation.  Application 
was  made  by  our  Governmenl  for  redress. 

It  is  useless  to  recjipiiulate  Ihe  various  negoti- 
ations and  correspondence  which  have  been  had 
on  the  subject.  Suffice  it  to  say,  ihutat  onetime, 
I  believe  under  the  administration  of  General 
Taylor — but  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Claitom]  cin  state  under  what  Admiiiistiation — 
a  peremptory  demand  was  made  for  salisfaciion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  was  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  General  Taylor,  and  I  think  theie  was 
something  similar  before. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  A  squadron  was  then  sent  to 
the  Tagus.for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  thisclaim. 
Ill  the  mean  lime,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
General  Taylor,  the  Fillmore  administraiion  came 
into  power.  The  belligerent  ground  was  there- 
upon abandoned,  and  recours-?  was  then  had  lo 
negotiation.  A  proposition  which  had  previously 
been  made  by  Portugal,  and  rejected,  for  the  sub- 
mission of  the  claim  lo  the  arbitration  of  a  third 
Power,  was  accepted.  I  am  authorized  lo  state, 
and  I  can  slate  it  without  fear  of  cuniradiciion, 
that  this  acceptance  of  arbitration  was  made  with- 
out ilie  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  claimanM. 
The  arbitrator  chosen  was  Louis  Napoleon,  who, 
at  that  time,  was  President  of  the  Frenclf  Repub- 
lic. The  case  was  pending  some  time  before  him, 
and  at  the  period  of  his  decision  he  had  made  him- 
self Emperor.  The  parties  immediately  interested 
in  ilie  case  had  not  only  complained  that  the  refer- 
ence to  a  third  Power  was  made  without  their 
knowledge  and  assent,  but  that  they  bad  nooppnr- 
tniiiiy  of  advocating  their  rights,  or  pleading  their 
cause  before  the  arliiiralf>r. 

He  evidently  made  o  gross  mistake  In  point  of 
frtci  in  the  decision  of  ihe  cause.  Ilis  decision  is 
based  upon  ihe  presuinpiion  that,  in  Ihe  conflict 
which  resulted  In  the  desiniction  of  the  General 
Armstrunj;,  the  crew  of  that  privateer  were  the  ' 


aggressors;  and  this  idea  rests  U|ion  the  presump- 
tion of  the  collateral. fact  that  the  crews  of  the 
boats  who  approached  the  General  Armsirongin 
the  night,  were  not  armed.  The  fuel  of  their 
being  armed  is  abundantly  demonstrated  by  the 
circumstance  of  the  first  lieutenant  and  two  or 
three  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  General  Arm- 
strong having  been  killed  or  wounded  in  the 
melee. 

I  think,  and  the  committee  thought,  thai  great 
injustice  was  done  to  the  clnimanm  in  this  case  in 
the  first  instance,  in  submitting  their  claims  to  the 
arbitration  of  a  third  Powetwiihoul  their  knowl- 
edge or  assent,  and  nextVsiill  grosser  injustice 
was  committed  in  depriving  them  of  the  means  of 
advocating  their  fjise  properly  before  that  tribunal. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  ihe  clniinanis, 
that  lliey  never  were  consulted  or  advised  in  re- 
garc  to  the  prosecution  of  their  claim  before  the 
iirbiter.  If  thai  opportunity  had  been  «rt^>rded  lo 
the  parlies,  if  Mr.  Reid  had  been  authorized  lo 
make  a  rtsumi  of  the  testimony  in  the  case,  and 
to  urge  its  applicalion  on  the  Ministers  lo  whom 
the  Prince  President  deputed  the  examination  of 
the  facts — for  1  presume  he  did  not  attend  to  it 
personally — I  ihinK  no  such  great  error  would 
nave  been  cnmmiiled  as  was  committed  by  Louis 
Napoleon  in  the  decision.  The  error  lo  which  I 
allude,  is  the  statement  on  which  he  bases  his 
decision,  as  follows: 

"  Conntderliig  Itint  if  it  be  cl'-ar  that  on  the  nieht  of  the 
27tli  of  H**|iteiiitM'r,  iMitiif  Eiiftlj^li  Uing  tinnt!*,  cniiimnnd'  d 
liy  l.ifulrnHiit  KntMTl  Ftui»t>tfl,  or  the  Otttir-h  Nsvv,  HP 
|irnachf-d  llif  Aiiiirricai)  IjriK  Ilie  Gviit^ral  Ariii^lniiig,  it  is 
lint  ciTlaiii  llinl  Itit;  jiiHii  wiin  rnniitied  Ihe  boats  alnri'iiiiid 
were  pnivfded  with  arniM  and  antiniiTntiiin.  That  it  is  evi  • 
dent  in  tact,  I'lnm  the  doctiiiieiiis  wliii-h  have  l>eeM  exiiib. 
itt^,  Ihal  Ihe  aiitreaaid  liiiix  tiouls  Imviiiit  iippniarhud  Ilie 
American  brig,  Ilie  crew  of  Ihe  latter,  alter  huviiin  hatlird 
Ihern  and  .-uiniiiniied  llieiii  to  bf  off,  iiniiiedialely  fired 
U[KMi  iheiit,  and  thai  siime  men  were  killed  nii  board  f>f 
the  En|ilt>ih  lioals,  and  others  wounded — ttuiiie  of  wliiim 
iiinrlally — wirhoul  any  alleiiipl  having  been  made  uii  the 
partol'  ilie  other  bfiat..  to  repel  at  once  force  by  ttircc." 

This  is  a  most  extraordinary  presumption.  In 
the  first  place,  if  it  were  not  refuted  by  the  facta 
in  the  case,  which  are  proved  beyond  all  contra- 
diction, the  presumption  that  boats  in  time  of 
war,  at  nighr,  would  approach  an  armed  veasel 
of  an  enemy  for  ihe  purposeof  rec^nnt/i^unfife,  with- 
out being  armed  themselves,  is  one  ihai  no  rea- 
sonable man  could  entertain.  But  we  have  some- 
thing more  than  a  counter  presumption  in  this 
case.  We  have  the  fact  that  these  boats  ap- 
proached so  closely  as  to  invite  the  fire  of  the 
General  Armstrong.  The  first  lieutenant,  as  I 
said  before,  and  some  three  or  four  of  the  crew  of 
the  General  Armstrong,  were  wounded  by  a  fire, 
coining  from  what  quarter.'  It  could  come  from 
no  other  quarter  than  those  boats;  consequently 
the  crew  of  the  boats  must  have  been  armed;  antt, 
therefore,  the  whole  ground  on  which  the  decision 
of  Louis  Napoleon  was  based,  is  falsified  by  the 
testimony  in  the  case — unconiradicied  te.stimony, 
in  regard  lo  (he  facta,  admitted  on  all  sides  by 
the  Portuguese  Goveinment,  in  its  dealings  with 
this  Governmenl,  ever  since  the  inception  of  the 
aflfair. 

I  will  slate  further,  that  every  Administration 
of  our  Government,  on  all  occasions,  under  all 
circumstances,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Madison 
down  lo  that  of  General  Taylor  and  Mr.  Fillmore, 
until  the  case  was  finally  decided  by  arbitration, 
as.^erled,  in  the  most  unqualified  lernts,  that  we 
had  an  absolute  right  tu  call  on  Portugal  for  in- 
demnity. 

Now,  I  come  lo  the  question  in  this  case  which 
ill  fact  is  the  only  legal  question  involved.  1  say 
this,  admitting  that  the  Government  may,  if  it 
please,  not  assert  the  right  of  its  citizens  by  arms, 
after  all  attempts  at  peaceable  negotiation  have 
failed — I  say  that,  although  the  Govtrnment  may 
not  be  under  obhgaiion  lo  have  recourse  lo  that 
sovereign  remedy  in  vindiraiiun  of  the  rights  of  its 
citizens,  yet  it  has  no  right  to  submit  them  to  the 
arbitrament  of  another  power  unless  with  the  con- 
seni  of  the  parlies. 

They  have  another  remedy,  and  a  very  simple 
one,  and  thai  is  a  remedy  which  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Fillmore  ought  to  h"ve  applied  in 
this  case — time.  They  should  huve  waited  until 
a  more  niisjiieious  opportunity  occurred  lo  have 
urged  this  claim  upon  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  Portuguese  Government.  They  thought 
proper  to  pursue  another  course;  and  I  say  the 
cflTecl  of  the  pursuance  of  aucb  a  courM,  without 


having  at  first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  claim- 
ants in  the  case,  or  wiihoul  sub.-<equently  having 
received  their  assent  and  permission  to  tlie  action 
of  the  Government,  put  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  the  povition  ot  Portugal  towaids 
the  cluimnnt8,and  madeii  liable  for  all  the  damages 
they  sustained. 

I  submit  lo  the  Senate  that  it  is  very  clear 
mat  if  Captain  Reid  and  his  crew  bad  not  ile- 
feiided  the  Genertd  Arnislrong,  but  had  stin*ered 
themselves  to  be  captured  by  the  British  rriii>ers 
in  the  pori  of  Fsyal,  no  doubt  would  have  l>een 
entertained  of  the  necessity  of  the  Portuguese  Gov- 
eriimetil  iimkirfg  a  remunera'ion  for  their  b<sses. 
Shall  ihey,  then,  be  in  a  worse  posiiion  lieC'Oise 
they  tiefended  themselves.'  That  is  thesoleground 
upon  which  the  case  rests.  The  arbiier  snys, 
and  ^ys,  as  I  Ihink  I  have  shown,  wnlntiii  uny 
warrant  for  such  an  assertion,  that  tliecomrnnnder 
and  crew  of  the  General  Arnislrong  were  the  ag- 
gressors in  ihecase.  He  bases  that  upon  theriiher 
assertion,  that  the  boais  of  the  reconnoiiering 
frigates  were  unarmed.  I  think  that  that  is  proved 
very  conclusively  nolto  have  been  so;and  afierall, 
there  is  but  one  question  in  this  case.  It  is  a  (jues- 
>l  lion  which,  perhaps,  may  have  some  light  ihruwo 
upon  it  by  drawing  an  analogy  from  law. 

A  Government  has  the  riglii  to  enforce,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  the  rights  of  Us  citizens,  and  may 
not  then  be  liable  for  the  non-user  or  mis-user  of 
its  rights;  but  it  has  always  been  understood  that 
a  principal,  unless  he  havesome  ex  press  authority, 
has  no  right  lo  transact  for  his  client.  I  consider 
that  the  Governmenl  of  a  nation  occupies  an  anal- 
ogous position.  It  may  have  recourse  to  all  "rdi- 
nary  usages  and  remedies  to  eriforce  the  claim  of 
its  citizens;  but  the  moment  it  travels  out  of  ihe 
beaten  track,  the  moment  it  attemfiis  to  compro- 
mise, and  transact, and  refer  to  arbitration,  thtn, 
I  say,  failing  in  that  arbitration,  it  makes  itself 
liable  to  its  client — the  ciiizens,  in  this  case — for 
any  damages  which  they  may  have  stistainetl, 
and  which  the  Government,  by  its  act  of  siibmii- 
ling  to  aibitration,  made  itself  liable  for.  These 
people  have  no  claim  now  on  the  Government  of 
"Portugal.  They  have  lost  iheir  claim  on  that 
G<  vernment,  I  ihink,by  ihe  JncAejand  /or(j  of  their 
own.  They  come  now  to  iliisGovernmeiil  loget 
relief     I  trust  it  will  tie  granted. 

Ti^  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Claiton]  is  much  more  familiar  with  the  facts  of 
this  case  than  I  am.  He  had  it  under  his  control 
while  in  the  Department  of  Slate,  and  I  hope  that 
he  will  give  to  (he  Senate  the  advantage  of  bis 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  1  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  of 
the  House  of  Representaiives,  made  at  this  ses- 
sion on  this  claim.  It  appears  that  ihecommiiieea 
of  both  Houses  agree  thai  the  claim  should  be 
paid.  The  report  of  the  committee  in  the  Klnuse 
IS  unanimous.  1  will  not  read  ii.  The  main 
points  which  are  enforced  in  it  have  been  well 
presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, and  are  there  well  enforced  by  some  nuiliur- 
iiies. 

I  rise,  sir,  for  the  purposeof  stating  very  briefly 
the  grounds  on  which,  as  I  think,  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  the  claim  of  these  claimants  for 
the  loss  of  this  vessel  at  Fayal,  in  September, 
1814.  There  was  nothing  in  the  annals  of  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  there  has  been  nothing 
in  the  annals  of  the  naval  warfare  of  the  United 
States,  there  has  been  nothing  in  the  annals  of  th« 
naval  warfare  of  any  other  nation,  that  has  ever 
exceeded  the  gallantry  and  bravery  of  the  men  in 
charge  of  the  brig  General  Armstrong  at  the  time 
she  was  attacked. 

The  privateer,  mounting  only  seven  guns,  wiih 
a  crew  of  ninety  men,  went  into  ihd  harbor  of 
Fayal,  about  the  20th  of  September,  1814.  for  ihe 
purpose  of  obtaining  water.  While  lying  under 
the  guns  of  the  Portuguese  battery,  a  rwri  of  the 
Briiiah  expedition  which  was  inlemleil  forihecap- 
lure  of  New  Orleans,  appeared  off"  the  port,  coii- 
sisiiog  of  ihe  Plantagenet  of  seventy-four  guns, 
the  frigate  Roia  of  forty-four  guns,  and  the  bii^ 
Caroalitui  of  eighieen  guns.  They  were  lo  ren- 
dezvous at  Jamaii-.s,  wiih  ihe  other  ponton  of  the 
expedition.  They  weie  detained  ten  days,  at 
least,  OS  appears  fiiim  the  testimony,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  attack  which  they  iniide  on  this  brig; 
and  they,  by  reason  ftf  that  very  attack,  failed  to 
reach  New  Orleans  uniil  a  very  couaiderable  lime 
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afler  the  day  on  whicli  ii  whs  intended  they  should 
have  renched  there.  Indeed,  sir,  a  crilicol  exam- 
ination of  this  affair — an  examiiiaiion  of  the  lime 
at  which  thai  poriion  of  the  expediilonlhal  made 
the  ailick  on  this  brig»  in  the  harbor  of  Fayal 
arrived  at  Jamaica,  and  the  time  when  General 
Jacltson  arrived  at  New  Orleans  with  the  troops 
necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  city — I  think  will 
saiiufy  you  ihnt  it  is  highly  probable  thai  the  city 
may  have  owed  its  safety  on  thjl  occasion  lo  the 
very  circumstance  of  the  allack  on  the  privateer. 
Various  efslimates  are  made  of  the  loss  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  that  occasion .  Two  or  three  hundred  men, 
at  all  events,  were  killed  or  wounded.  On  the 
next  day  after  the  battle,  two  ships-ofwar — the 
Thais  and  Calypso — arrived  on  the  station,  des- 
tined also  for  Jamaica,  and  they  returned  with  the 
wounded,  ambuniing  to  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  to  England.  So  much  of  the  ex- 
pedition for  New  Orleans  was  cut  ofl"  in  their  ar- 
rival at  Jamaica,  and  the  others  were  delayed  for 
a  long  period. 

I  shall  not  dwell  on  this  longer.  It  is  very  well 
worthy  the  curious  examination  of  the  historian. 
But  I  now  come  to  the  merits  of  the  matter. 

in  my  judgment,  sir,  on  high  principles  of  State 
policy  this  claim  ought  to  be  paid.  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  into  an  examination  of  all  the  negotiations 
in  regard  lo  the  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  assume — and  I  suppose  every  man  will 
admit  it — that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
owed,  it  to  the  brig  to  make  a  demand  against  Por- 
tugal for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  brig  while  it 
was  under  the  protection  of  Portugal  in  her  neu- 
tral port.  Portugal  admitted  her  liability  with  all 
dispatch  to  Great  Britain,  and  demanded  within 
two  or  three  months,  at  least,  after  the  vessel  was 
captured,  satisfaction  for  the  violation  of  her  har- 
bor. For  a  period  of  twenty  years  the  claim  was 
neglected,  and  various  reasons  operated  upon  the 
Department  of  State  lo  lead  the  gentlemen  at  the 
head  of  that  Department  not  to  interfere  at  par- 
ticular times.  But,  al  last,  when  the  claimants 
were  expecting  that  the  Government  of  Portugal 
would  pay  the  money,  it  was  referred  lo  arbitra- 
tion, as  It  appears,  without  their  consent,  aniT 
without  their  knowledge.  It  further  appears  tlial  ; 
no  representations  whaiever  were  made  in  their 
behalf  before  the  Prince  President  of  Francenwho 
was  the  arbitrator.  Mr.  Rives  shows  tl^  he 
made  none.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  received 
instructions  toinake  any.  The  claimants,  then, 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  present  the  justice  of 
their  claim  to  the  arbitrator;  and  the  result  was, 
what  I  think  every  man  will  be  surprised  to  find, 
that  the  facts  as  admitted  by  the  Government  of 
Portui^al  herself,  and  as  always  understood  by 
the  United  States,  were  misrepresented  or  misun- 
derstood. In  the  award,  the  arbiter  assumes  the 
fact  that  the  attack  was  commenced  by  the  Ameri- 
can privateer.  If  you  will  look  at  the  correspond- 
ence of  Ihe  Governor  of  Fayal,  you  will  see  that 
for  many  hnum  before  the  attack  was  made,  he 
was  perfectly  apprised  that  the  fleet  intended  to 
make  that  attack  on  the  privateer;  and  letter  after 
letter,  (which  are  all  published,)  remon-strating 
against  such  an  outrage  upon  a  Portuguese  port, 
and  demanding,  in  the  name  of  the  law  of  nations, 
that  it  should  not  be  made,  were  sent  by  the  Gov- 
ernor; but  ihey  all  met  with  a  most  contemptuous 
answer  from  the  British  admiral,  who,  when  the 
night  came  on,  prepared  for  the  attack  first  with 
four  boats;  and  the  pretext  is  set  up  that  the  pri- 
vateer, with  only  ninety  men,  commenced  the 
altiick  upon  the  boats  of  this  British  squadron, 
composed  of  all  these  ships,  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  up  a  fight  in  a  neutral  port. 

Sir,  the  privateer  had  demanded  of  the  Governor 
of  Fayal  his  protection.  What  motive  or  inter- 
est under  heaven  could  induce  tJie  Americans  lo 
commence  the  attack?  It  U,  to  my  mind,  the 
most  preposterous  idea  that  I  ever  heard  advanced 
by  any  nrliiiralor,  that  the  privateer  should  com- 
mence nn  allack  upon  that  fleet,  an  attack  which 
would  necessarily  result  in  her  destruction.  My 
opinion,  sir,  is,  that  it  was  the  most  absurd  decis- 
ion that  could  have'been  made. 

Look  at  the  facts.  If  you  will  not  believe  the 
American  sailors,  who  all  swear  that  these  boats 
were  armed,  that  they  hailed  them,  that  the  boats 
refused  to  keep  off,  that  ihey  were  coming  down 
■o  closely  that  they  could  easily  have  boarded  the 
brig  if  they  had  got  alongside  the  privateer,  and 
perhapa  have  captured  her  before  her  guns  coald 


have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  if  you  even 
reject  the  testimony  of  these^ American  sailors, 
there  is  other  evidence  which  is  conclusive  that 
the  alleged  ground  on  which  the  decision  of  the 
arbitrator  rested,  is  absolutely  false 

Under  these  circumstances,  you  do  not,  by  pay- 
ing this  claim,  decide  that  your  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  a  claim  when  it  has  in  good  failh 
prosecuted  that  claim  for  one  of  its  citizens,  and 
has  by  consent  of  the  parly,  who  should  always 
be  consulted  in  such  a  case,  referred  his  case  to  ar- 
bitration, oreven  has  referred  it  without  hieconscnt 
if  lie  unreasonably  revises  10  give  ii,  but  has  granted 
him  an  ample  oppominity  of  being  heard  before 
the  arbitrator.  This  case  can  never  furnish  a 
precedent  for  any  claims  of  thatsort.  liicasesof 
that  kind,  the  Government  would  not  be  bound  to 
pay;  but  here  what  would  be  the  efl'ecl  of  refusing 
to  grant  this  pattry  sum  of  money  lo  these  gal- 
lant men  .'  The  effect  of  paying  it  will  be  lo  atira- 
ulale  our  countrymen,  in  all  future  wars,  to  imi- 
tate the  gallantry  and  heroism  of  the  men  who 
fought  for  the  honor  of  the  American  flag  on  that 
night.  There  was  not,  I  have  already  said,  and  I 
repeat  it,  anything  in  ihe  history  of  the  war  to 
equal  the  daring  and  courage  evinced  by  Reidand 
his  men  on  that  night. 

There  was  a  second  attack  by  the  British,  and 
the  Governor  of  Fayal  gives  a  most  extraordinary 
account  of  it.  He  says  ihal,  for  the  space  of  a  quar- 
ter or  half  an  hour,  the  American  brig  was  a  per- 
fect sheet  of  flame.  The  British  crowded  up  her 
painter,  her  stern,  and  every  part  where  a  vessel 
could  be  assailed.  The  American  seamen  stood 
by  with  their  cutlasses,  and  cut  offthe  hands  and 
arms  of  the  assailants  as  they  climbed  up  the  side 
of  Ihe  brig,  and  those  who  reached  Ihe  deck, 
reached  it  only  to  fall  in  a  hand-to-hand  struggle 
with  our  brave  men.  Doth  the  attacks  made  that 
night  were  repulsed.  Several  hundred  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  on  Ihe  pari  of  the  British,  and 
they  drew  off. 

There  is  another  fact  in  this  case  which  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten.  There  were  over  thirty  Amer- 
ican seamen  in  the  port  of  Fayal  at  the  time. 
When  they  found  their  countrymen  were  about 
to  be  attacked,  and  that  the  Portuguese  batteries 
did  not  intend  to  defend  them,  Ihey  sent  a  depu- 
tation to  the  Governor,  and  begged  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  American 
brig  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  their  countrymen. 
He  refused  to  permit  them  to  go.  They  stood  on 
the  shore  during  the  fight.  They  were  not  allowed 
to  pariiclpale  in  the  struggle  where  the  odds  were 
ten  to  one  against  their  countrymen.  But  in  the 
spirit  of  true  American  sailors,  they  witnessed 
the  whole  battle,  and  whenever  a  British  boat, 
wrecked  in  the  struggle,  reached  the  shore,  they 
stood  by,  prepared  with  their  hatchets  and  axes 
to  cut  it  ^o  pieces.  The  refusal  of  the  Governor 
to  allow  them  to  go  on  board  that  night  was  an 
instance  of  enforcing  the  neutrality  of  the  port. 
The  neutrality  was  enforced  against  us,  but  not 
against  the  British.  Not  a  gun  was  fired  against 
them.  Our  countrymen  were  not  permitted  lo  go 
on  board  and  assist  the  crew  of  the  General  Arm- 
strong; but  the  British  were  permitted,  without 
the  slightest  demonstration  of  force  to  repel  them, 
to  make  the  attack  again  and  again. 

The  attack  was  renewed  the  next  morning.  At 
that  time  the  brig  Carnation  was  worked  in  near 
enough  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear  against  the  pri- 
vateer. A  finnl  desperate  struggle  was  made  by 
Reid  and  the  men  who  were  left  on  board  not 
wounded  to  defend  her  still.  After  two  or  three 
discharges  from  their  cannon,  they  shot  away  her 
main  topmast,  and  disabled  her  so  that  she  was 
compelled  lo  retire.  The  struggle  then  oppeared 
hopeless.  A  consultation  was  held,  and  it  was 
determined,  as  there  was  no  longer  any  possible 
chance  of  getting  relief  from  the  batteries  under 
which  they  were  lying,  that  they  would  scuttle 
their  ship  and  go  on  shore.  They  put  the  long 
gun  down  in  the  hold,  and  then  retreated  to  the 
shore.  The  British  boarded  the  brig,  and  set  her 
on  fire. 

Our  men  went  upon  the  island,  but  they  were 
persecuted  there.  Reid  retreated  with  his  men 
(for  the  British  threatened  to  take  them  on  the 
island)  to  a  convent  and  fortified  it, and  defied  the 
British  in  the  convent  with  his  sailors.  Some  of 
them,  however,  were  captured,  not  by  a  bold, 
manly  attack  on  them  in  the  convent,  but  they 
were  captured  straggling  about  tiie  island,  and 


were  carried  to  Dartmoor,  and  there  they  under- 
went great  hardships,  as  we  all  know.  1  saw  one 
of  them  who  was  shot  through  the  neck  cloth  in 
the  Dartmoor  prison,  afler  having  been  cajitured 
at  Fayal. 

Sir,  as  I  said  before,  I  do  not  base  my  vole  in 
favor  of  this  bill  upon  the  ground  that  this  Gov- 
ernment has  not  the  ria;ht  to  dispose  of  the  claims 
of  its  citizens  when  they  are  intrusted  to  it;  but  I 
say  that  when  the  Government  does  undertake 
the  charge  of  a  claim  like  this,  if  it  will  refer  the 
case  to  arbitration  without  the  citizen's  consent — 
and  I  very  much  doubt  iia  power  to  do  so— it  ia 
bound,  at  least,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  in  his  defense,  or  in  defense  of  hia  claim. 
That  was  not  furni.^hed  here. 

Again,  sir,  without  reference  to  any  technieali- 
tiee,  I  should  hold  that  we  could  not  better  dispose 
of  this  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  than  by 
paying  this  claim.  It  will  teach  our  naval  officer* 
and  sailors,  in  future  wara,  tbat  they  shall  hava 
the  protection  of  neutral  ports;  that  this  GoveriF 
ment  will  enforce  it  from  neutral  powers;  or,  if  it 
fails  to  do  that,  will  pay  the  damages  itself.  Sir, 
I  need  not  quote  the  authorities  which  are  cited  in 
the  report.  Any  genlfeman  who  will  look  into  the 
subject  will  find  them  amply  sustained.  It  seems 
from  them,  though  I  have  not  invesiigated  them 
with  any  degree  of  care,  that  this  question  has  been 
decided  in  favor  of  the  claim;  but  without  any 
reference  to  whatanybody  else  hasdecided,  1  must 
act  on  my  own  feelings  of  true  Slate  policy. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  President,  I  have,  with 
some  care,  looked  over  the  report  in  this  cart, 
and  I  have  listened  attentively  to  the  speeches  of 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana  and  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  in  support  of  the  claim ;  and  I  ffave  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  not  a  single  princi- 
ple on  which  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  this 
claim.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  has  enter- 
tained the  Senate  with  high  and  well-deserved  en- 
comiums on  the  bravery  (lisplayed  by  the  crew  of 
the  General  Armstrong  at  Fayal.  I  think  it  ii 
clear  that  the  attack  was  made  nn  ihem  by  the 
British.  There  appears,  however,  to  be  some 
doubt  on  Ihal  point,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  pass  on 
the  fact.  I  have  merely  staled  my  own  impree- 
aion. 

The  English  committed  an  aggression  upon  the 
neutral  rights  of  Portugal,  but  it  is  upon  on  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful  principle  that  even  Portugal  « 
bound  10  pay  at  all  for  the  damage.  She  has  a 
right  to  demand  reparation  from  the  nation  making 
the  aggression.  She  had  a  right  to  make  war 
for  this  violation  of  her  sovereignty  ond  rights. 
Portugal  might  have  compelled  England,  who  did 
thie  wrong,  for  she  committed  the  attack,  to  do 
justice  to  these  people.  But  when  the  neutrality 
of  a  weak  Power  is  violated  by  a  strong  one,  it  ia 
a  very  hard  rule,  and  it  is  not  consistent  with  nat- 
ural justice,  that  she  should  pay  at  all.  I  kno»' 
England  has  enforced  such  principles  occasionally. 
But  in  this  case  Portugal  did  us  no  wrong  ot  all. 
England,  a  powerful  nation,  violated  her  neutral- 
ity, attacked  one  of  our  vessels  in  her  neutral  port, 
and  yet  we  called  on  Portugal  to  pay  for  it!  I 
think  it  is  a  hard  rule  to  make  her  pay  for  it  in 
any  event.  Bu\  we  have  held  her  to  the  rule  that 
she  should  go  and  compel  England  not  only  to 
make  an  apology,  but  lo  pay  the  damages,  and 
that  if  she  did  not  do  it,  she  should  pay  them 
herself.  We  went  to  Portugal  and  demanded  rep- 
aration. She  could  not  get  it  from  England.  She 
refused  our  demand  on  two  grounds,  one  was  ihal 
■he  was  not  bound  by  the  law  of  nations  to  pay 
us  damages,  and  the  other  was  that  the  American 
brig  was  the  aggressor. 

The  American  Government,  from  time  to  time, 
fairly  and  honorably  prosecuted  this  claim  in  be- 
half of  ihe  claimants.  We  were  injured  by  the 
action  of  the  British,  but  when  the  treaty  of  peace 
took  place  with  England,  we  demanded  no  safs- 
faclion  from  her;  we  could  not  afford  to  do  it. 
She  had  committed  the  outrage,  and  she  was  lia- 
ble for  the  damages;  but  when  we  made  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  her,  we  did  not  demand  payment. 

This  Government,  after  pursuing  the  rights  of 
these  citizens  for  years,  after  forty  years  had 
passed  away,  referred  the  case  lo  arbltralioti. 
That  was  a  legitimate,  just,  and  proper  mode  of 
deciding  it.  The  arbitrator  has  decided  ihe  ques- 
tion against  the  claimants,  and  now  we  are  called 
upon  to  pay  them  their  claim.  I  do  not  wish  to 
■ee  the  principle  of  Bettling  national  difficulties  by 
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arbitration,  particularly  in  regard  to  money  mat- 
ters, discouraged.  I  would  rather  see  it  encour- 
aged. As  the  Senator  from  Delaware  admits,  we 
were  not  bound  to  go  to  war  with  Portugal  on 
account  of  the  claim.  He  says  we  might  demand 
it,  and  it  was  a  just  cause  of  war,  but  not  a  suffi- 
cient cause  of  war.  A  nation,  owing  to  peculiar 
circumstances,  may  or  may  not  enforce  these  pri- 
vate claims  of  citizens  at  the  cannon's  mouth. 
Generally,  and,  in  fact,  always,  it  is  unwise,  if  the 
nation  who  has  made  the  aggression  is  willing  to 
refer  it  to  fair  arbitration.  After  pursuing  the 
claim  for  forty  years,  as  I  have  said,  we  referred 
it  to  the  then  President,  and  now  Emperor,  of 
France.  He  decided  that  the  claimants  were 
entitled  to  nothing  from  Portugal;  and  now  they 
come  to  Congress  and  ask  us  to  pay  them,  al- 
though this  Government  pressed  the  claim  for 
forty  years,  although  it  threatened  to  withdraw 
our  Minister  at  Portugal,  and  went  to  the  very 
brink  of  war;  for  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
very  nearly  came  to  that  point  when  he  was  Sec- 
retary of  State.  A  subsequent  Administration 
agreed  to  refer  it  to  a  third  Power,  of  eminent 
ability  in  Europe,  which  was  a  wise,  a  just,  and 
proper  course.  Now,  these  people  say  it  was 
done  without  their  knowledge  and  consent.  If 
they  did  not  like  it,  they  made  no  protest  against 
the  reference.  They  stood  by.  Again,  they 
say  they  wished  to  be  heard,  but  were  not  heard. 
These  are  mere  pretexts;  they  are  not  reasons. 
We  referred  the  case  to  an  arbitrator,  and  he  de- 
cided that  the  claimants  were  entitled  to  nothing. 
I  hold  that  arbitration  is  a  proper  and  Just  way 
for  settling  such  difficulties  among  nations.  The 
umpire  decided  against  the  claimants;  and  now 
they  have  the  effrontery,  for  I  can  call  it  nothing 
el8«,to  come  here  and  say  the  American  Govern- 
mem  is  liable.  I  want  to  know  the  principle  on 
which  we  are  liable.  The  Government  has  done 
its  full  duty,  and  has  taken  a  legitimate  and  proper 
mode  of  enforcing  the  claim.  It  has  been  decided 
by  the  arbitrator  tlint  the  claimants  have  no 
rights  in  the  premises;  and  in  the  face  of  thisdecis- 
ion  they  turn  round  and  call  upon  the  American 
Government  to  compensate  them  in  damages.  It 
is  unjust.  There  is  no  principle  of  international 
law;  there  is  no  principleof  national  justice,  which 
authorizes  them  to  call  on  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  for  the  payment  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  if  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Georgia  were  perfectly  cor- 
rect in  all  his  facta,  I  should  have  nothing  to  say 
as  to  his  inferences;  but  he  discusses  the  case 
without  reference  to  the  facts.  Is  it  true,  does  the 
testimony  show  that  this  Government  did  its 
whole  duty  in  this  case.'  Why,  sir,  the  report 
shows  that,  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  the  case 
was  utterly  neglected,  in  despite  of  all  the  elTorts 
of  the  claimants  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  it.  Was  that  performing  the  duty  of 
the  Government?  Did  the  Government  owe  no 
better  protection  to  i(s  citizens  than  that? 

Again,  sir,  the  report  and  the  testimony  show 
the  fact,  not  only  that  the  matter  was  referred 
without  the  consent  of  the  claimants,  but  that  they 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  and  en- 
forcing their  claim  before  the  arbitrator;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  agents  of  the  Portuguese  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  British  Government,  were  both 
active  up  to  the  last  moment,  when  they  procured 
the  decision.  Was  that  doing  justice  to  the  claim- 
ants? Have  they,  indeed,  under  these  circum- 
stances, no  right  to  complain  of  theirGovernment? 
I  dilTer  from  the  honorable  Senator  entirely  on 
that  point. 

There  is  another  point  on  which  I  differ  from 
the  honorable  Senator.  He^uys  that  we  have 
made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England;  that  she 
was  answerable  to  us  for  the  damage,  and  not 
Portugal;  and  that  we  turned  from  a  strong  and 
powerlul  nation  to  a  weak  one.  Sir,  England 
never  was  answerable  for  these  damages.  The 
damages  committed  by  her  were  committed  in 
open  war  against  us.  She  was  answerable  to 
Portugal,  but  never  answerable  to  us  for  one 
dollar  of  the  claim.     We  had  no  right  to  look  ta 
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her  for  its  payment.  There  were  no  circum- 
stances to  justify  us  when  making  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  nor  at  any  time  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
in  asking  England  to  pay  one  dollar  for  the  loss 
of  this  privateer.  We  closed  all  accounts  with  her 
at  the  end  of  the  war.  We  might  as  well  have  un- 
dertaken to  claim  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  or  any  other  capture  which  the  Brit- 
ish made  in  the  course  of  the  war,  or  for  taking 
any  privateer,  or  any  of  our  merchant  ships.  All 
these  things  were  settled  in  the  general  treaty  of 
peace,  and  we  had  no  claim  on  England,  nor  had 
slje  any  claim  on  us,  for  all  those  ships  of  hers 
that — thanks  to  the  gallantry  of  our  Navy — were 
destroyed  during  that  war.  No  such  thing  as 
rights  after  the  war  exist  for  damages  done  during 
it.  But,  sir,  we  had  a  right  to  insist  that  the 
neutral  Power  of  Portugal  should  perform  its  du- 
ties, and  that  thatGovernment  should  pay  us  what 
it  was  bound  to  pay  us  for  the  loss  of  this  vessel; 
and  then  it  would  have  had  a  clear  right  to  de- 
mand the  amount  from  the  British  Government; 
and  that  demand,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  they 
would  not  have  dared  to  resist. 

Why,  sir,  the  British  paid  them  a  part  of  the 
claim.  In  firing  into  the  privateer  they  fired  into 
the  town,  and  did  a  greul  deal  of  damage.  All 
that  was  actually  paid  for;  but  they  determined  to 
avoid  the  question  of  paying  for  this  privateer. 
By  paying  for  the  damages  done  to  the  town  they 
acknowledged  that  they  were  bound  to  pay  Por- 
tugal for  the  privateer;  but  they  urged  Portugal — 
and  they  always  had  immense  influence  with 
her — not  to^ay  for  the  vessel.  They  were  en- 
gaged in  exerting  themselves  in  prevailing  on  Por- 
tugal, up  to  the  last  moment,  not  to  pay  us.  If 
Portugal  had  been  compelled  to  pay  us,  does  any 
man  doubt  ihat  England  would  have  had  to  pay 
her?     Certainly  not.  * 

Sir,  it  was  always  believed  by  those  who  un- 
derstood this  question  best,  that  there  was  a  per- 
fect assurance  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment that  this  claim  should  be  paid  to  Portugal 
whenever  Portugal  should  pay  us.  Indeed,  it 
was  believed  by  many  at  one  time,  that  England 
had  actually  paid  her  part  of  the  claim  for  this 
vessel,  but  how  that  was  I  never  knew.  Surely, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  idea  that  we  had  a  claim 
on  England.  No,  sir,  we  enforced  against  Eng- 
land all  that  we  ought  to  have  enforced,  and  we 
made  a  final  treaty  of  peace,  which  settled  all  dis- 
putes between  her  and  us. 

A  word  now  in  regard  to  the  principle  which 
the  honorable  Senator  announces,  that  Portugal 
was  a  weak  nation,  and  therefore  we  should  not 
make  a  claiiri  on  her.  If  that  is  our  rule,  what 
will  be  the  consequence  ?  If  we  should  ever  have 
another  war  with  Great  Britain,  she  would  treat 
us  constantly  as  she  did  during  the  last  war. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  cose  of  the  Essex,  which 
ran  into  the.harbor  of  Valparaiso,  belonging  to  a 
weak  nation.  According  to  this  idea,  we  shall 
obtain  no  damages  for  that  or  any  other  case  of 
the  same  sort;  and  if  any  of  our  ships,  in  a  future 
war,  run  into  the  harbors  of  a  weak  nation,  and 
the  world  is  full  of  weak  nations,  we  can  never 
enforce  the  neutrality  of  its  ports. 

Sir,  although  England  would  nut  have  had  to 
pay  us  out  of  her  own  pocket,  if  we  had  succeeded 
in  making  Portugal  pay,  the  blow  we  aim<>d  was 
at  England,  and  we  knew  she  would  be  compelled 
to  pay  Portugal;  but  if  we  are  to  pursue  the  prin- 
ciple, that,  because  a  nation  is  weak,  when  our 
ships  run  into  the  ports  of  that  nation,  we  will  not 
hereafter  enforce  payment  fur  the  damages  done 
us  by  the  failure  of  that  nation  to  enforce  its  neu- 
trality, we  shall  have  no  protection  at  all  against 
British  cruisers  in  any  future  war.  I  am  notdis- 
posed  to  press  this  case  any  further.  I  have  sub- 
mitted ray  views  in  regard  to  it.  I  am  satisfied  of 
its  justice,  and  I  shall  cheerfully  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Mr.  president,  I  supposed 
that  the  Senator  from  Delaware  was  going  to  cor- 
rect me  on  some  point  of  fact,  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  commenced  his  remarks.  It  seems, 
however,  to  result  in  a  mere  dilTerenee  of  opinion 
between  us,  as  to  whether  this  Government  has 


done  its  duty.  It  appears  from  the  report  on  the 
table,  which  the  Senator  oppears  to  have  read 
carefully,  for  his  speech  is  very  much  a  recital  of 
the  facts  stated  in  the  report,  that  we  attempted, 
immediately  after  the  occurrence,  to  obtain  com- 
pensation from  Portugal.  It  is  true  the  claim  was 
not  continuously  pressed.  There  were  various 
circumstances,  which  are  disclosed  in  the  report, 
why  it  was  not  continuously  urged.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  House  of  Braganza,  the  emigration  lo 
thiscontinentof  the  royal  family,  and  the  internal 
troubles  of  Portugal,  are  sonie  of  the  reasons 
given  in  the  report,  why  the  represenlatives  of 
our  Government  did  not  persist  in  enforcing  the 
claim  at  all  times.  It  seems,  in  the  end,  tl^at  there 
was  nothing  to  press.  The  result  of  the  transac- 
tion has  been  that  there  was  no  claim. 

The  Senator  lays  down  the  principle  of  national 
law,  I  presume, much  broader  than  he  intends.  I 
hold  that  it  is  one  of  the  legitimate  objects  of  war 
to  get  reparation  for  all  the  damages  done  to  the 
private  property,  or  public  property  of  the  nation 
forced  to  go  to  war.  I  take  issue  with  the  gentls- 
nrtin  on  that  point.  I  say  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  uniform  and  best  established  laws  of  nations; 
which  has  been  recognized  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  The  party  in  the  wrong  is  bound,  ac- 
cording to  natural  justice  and  the  laws  of  nations, 
to  compensate  for  all  damages  done  in  the  war.  If 
the  injured  power  is  strong  enough,  it  makes  the 
other  do  this.  It  is  a  principle  very  well  known. 
That  is  the  object  of  war,  as  laid  down  by  all  the 
publicists;  and  this  ought  to  be  the  only  object,  to 
make  the  party  in  the  wrong  pay  the  damages. 
Whenever  you  have  a  war  with  the  Indians  you 
make  them  do  this.  Why,  sir,  the  other  day  we 
had  a  claim  before  the  Senate,  the  foundation  of 
which  was  the  supposition  that  General  Jackson, 
took  a  very  unreasonable  amount  of  ihe  lands  of 
certain  Indians,  aa  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of 
the  war.  ' 

'1  deny  that  the  Senator  has  laid  down  the  sound 
principles  of  national  law  in  the  speech  which  he 
nasmadeon  this  question.  Weoiightto  have  mads 
England  pay  the  damages.  She  committed  the 
wrong,  and  there  was  natural  justice  in  compelling 
her  to  pay  for  it,  and  it  was  against  natural  justice 
to  make  Portugal  pay.  A  wrong  was  (lone  to 
Portugal,  and  to  us,  in  the  ports  of  Portugal.  She 
had  a  right  to  make  war  with  Englafid  for  that 
cause;  but  I  say  there  is  no  natural  justice  in 
making  her  pay  damages  for  an  act  which  was 
itself  a  violation  of  her  rights,  and  from  which 
she  derived  no  benefit. 

Suppose  that,  in  the  war  raging  between  Russia 
on  one  side,  and  Turkey  and  her  allies  on  the 
other,  a  Russian  vessel  should  happen  lo  be  in  on* 
of  our  ports  on  the  Chesapeake,  where  we  have  no 
naval  armaments,  and  no  vessels  of  war;  suppose 
two  or  three  vessels  of  the  other  side  came  into 
the  same  port,  engaged  in  contest  with  the  Russian 
ship,  and  destroyed  it — I  would  not  pay  Russia 
for  it.  I  am  not  bound  to  pay  her  for  it.  It  is 
not  natural  justice.  1  have  done  her  no  wrong, 
but  the  nation  at  war  with  her  hns  done  me  wrone, 
and  has  done  her  a  wrong,  and  I  might  unite  wiui 
her  in  obtaining  Justice  from  the  other  nation,  if 
public  considerations  allowed  it,  but  I  would  not 
pay  Russia  to-morrow  in  such  a  case.  It  would 
not  be  sound  morality  or  sound  international  law, 
to  require  me  to  do  it;  and,  therefore,  I  say  Por- 
tugal ought  not  to  have  paid  the  claim  in  this  case. 
She  might  have  paid  it,  and  might  have  demanded 
damages  from  England,  but  we  had  no  right  to  go 
to  war  with  her  because  of  it. 

I  think,  as  I  said  before,  that  t(i8  Government 
did  its  whole  duty  towards  these  claimants.  I 
wholly  disapprove  the  mode  in  which  the  negoti- 
ation was  carried  on  by  the  honorable  Senator 
himself,  as  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  carrying 
his  notions  of  rights-  of  war  and  national  law  to 
en  extent  which  could  not  be  maintained.  The 
administration  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  in  abandoning  the 
ground  which  he  assumed,  and  submitting  the 
cass  to  arbitration,  did  what  was  just  and  humans. 
We  ought  not  to  have  gone  to  war  for  any  such 
cause.    Why,  sir,  at  this  very  moment  ws  hav* 
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claim*  for  injuries  done  to  our  eitizena  by  (he 
Brttish  Government,  which  are  being  eelilrd  liy  n 
C'nii^uHHion  III  England;  and  we  liave  provided 
fur  an  umpire  to  aeule  ditlerences  which  nnae 
between  the  reepeciivecommtxaionera.  1  auppuse 
tiial  if  we  allow  this  cluini,  ihnve  n{  our  people 
whose  clnin^a  are  decided  againjit  by  that  coin- 
miKainn  will  come  to  ihe  Houac  of  Re preaentaiivea 
and  the  Senate,  and  gel  iheir  claims  paid  here.  I 
■ay  that  ihia  Government  must  asaerl  ihe  claims 
and  rights  of  its  citizens  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  it  seeiris  most  wise,  juul,  and  proper.  We  have 
B  f;real  many  interests  to  look  aTler,  and  we  are 
not  to  ^o  to  war  because  Home  one  imagines  he 
has  been  cheated  out  of  (10  or  $10,OU()  by  a  for- 
eign Government.  We  have  a  right  to  go  to  war 
for  Huch  a  cause,  but  we  are  not  tjound  to  do  it. 
In  this  case,  we  have  gone  on  and  submitted  the 
claim  to  arbiiraiinn.  Thix  was  a  legiiimate,  just, 
and  humane  mode  of  aettling  it,  and  one  which 
oujnl  rather  to  be  encouroged  thin  discouraged; 
and,  therefore,  on  that  principle,  (think  this  claim 
ought  to  be  driven  from  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  We  referred  the  claim  to  an  umpire, 
a  mm  of  ability,  and  he.decided  asainst  it. 

There  is  .a  pnucity  of  facia  in  support  of  the 
claim.  We  are  not  told  why  the  claimants  did 
not  go  and  argue  the  case.  The  Senator  slates 
what  does  not  appear  in  the  case,  when  he  says 
the  British  and  Portuguese  were  there  arguing 
before  the  arbitrator.  I  find  nothing  of  that  sort 
■ubataniiuted  liy  the  report.  The  facts  on  which 
I  have  lieen  arguing  this  case  are  in  the  report.  I 
take  what  is  there  elated  to  be  true.  I  say,  from 
what  there  appears,  that  this  Government  has 
taken  a  legitimate  and  proper  mode  for  adjusting 
the  claim;  and  it  has  been  decided  that  the  claim- 
ants hare  no  rights  against  Portugnl,  and  cotild 
have  had  none.  Of  course,  we  might  have  made 
England  pay;  but,  as  the  Senator  properly  states 
the  rule  of  iniernntinnal  law,  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  England  in  1815,  closed  up  all  grievances 
against  her. 

Mr.  CLAYTOX.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
has  twice  said  that  which  is  entirely  deiiitute  of 
foundation,  when  he  hasaaid  that.under  the  nego- 
tiations which  I  was  conducting  for  the  recovery 
of  damages  for  this  vessel,  we  *ere  going  to  war. 
There  is  nothing  to  justify  that  assertion  in  arfy 
flart  of  the  correspondence  which  I  had,  or  which 
was  had  by  General  Taylorduring  his  lime,  or  by 
anybody  under  his  authority.  There  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  only  thing  which  he  contem- 
plated doing,  was  this:  In  the  event  of  the  refusal 
of  Portugal  to  pay  the  claim,  he  intended  to  sub- 
mit the  whole  facts  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, with  an  assurance  to  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment that  he  would  abide  any  decision  which 
Congress  should  choose  to  make  in  regard  to  ihe 
matter.  I  know  very  well  what  is  staled  in  the 
report;  but  I  say  there  is  nothing  in  the  corres- 
pondence to  show  that  there  was  a  determination 
on  the  part  of  this  Govenment  to  go  to  war  with- 
out thecnnsent  of  Congress.  It  was  only  intended 
that  the  Executive  should  transmit  to  Congress 
•II  the  corresfiondence  connected  with  the  subject, 
and  should  abiile  the  decision  which  Congress 
might  make.  We  did  it.  So  fur  as  relaie<l  to 
myself,  I  am  proud  to  say  I  would  not  have  hesi- 
tated at  all  to  enforce  this  claim  against  Portugal, 
and  compel  hi^r  to  pay  it  if  we  possibly  could.  It 
was  a  most  outrageous  piece  of  conduct  on  the 
part  of  Portuaal.  She  always  has  been  the  ally  of 
England.  Her  wishes  and  feelings  have  always 
been  with  England,  ayd  on  that  occasion  she  took 
■ides  with  England  in  the  controversy  about  this 
privoteer.  She  enforced  her  neutrality  against  us, 
out  she  did  not  attempt  to  enforce  it  againal Great 
Briinin. 

With  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  said  as  to 
England  being  responsible  to  us  for  all  the  dam- 
ages of  the  war^  I  have  nothing  to  ssy.  He  admits 
that  when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  made,  there 
was  an  end  of  all  our  claims  upon  England.  It 
would  have  been  a  rare  thing,  indeed,  if  ihe  nego- 
tiators at  Ghent  had  sat  down  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  damoges  suffered  on  both  sides,  and  of 
every  ship  and  vessel  captured  in  that  war.  They 
never  thought  of  such  a  thing.  We  could  have 
made  no  peace  on  such  terms.  Neither  party 
contemplated  making  a  peace  on  the  basis  of  mu- 
tually compensating  each  other  for  all  ihe  dam- 
ages that  were  done.  It  was  agreed  on  both  sides 
that  we  had  don*  them  about  as  much  damage  as 


they  had  done  us;  and  then,  on  certain  high  prin- 
ciples long  connected  with  the  sui>ject  of  peace  and 
war,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  made  and  ratified.   . 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Senate  will  not  lightly  re- 
ject Ibis  claim.  The  ell'ect  of  doing  so,  in  my 
judgment,  will  be  to  say  to  our  citizens  hereafter, 
in  ull  cases  of  this  description,  when  they  seek 
protection  under  the  guns  of  a  neutral  port,  and 
they  fail  to  obtain  it,  "  we  will  not  demand  and 
not  enforce  it;  and  ceasing  to  demand,  or  certainly 
to  enforce,  we  will  not  pay  the  damages  our- 
selves." These  men  owed  obedience  to  th^laws 
of  their  country,  and  were  compelled  to  observe 
them.  Their  country  owed  to  them  protection  in 
return.  Their  country  has  not  givetneni  the  pro- 
tection which  it  was  bound  to  give. 

The  honorable  Senator  contends  that  the  GoT- 
ernmeni  has  done  all  it  could.  Why,  sir,  if  you 
will  look  to  the  fuels,  you  will  find,  as' I  said  before, 
that,  for  a  period  of  fully  twenty  years,  nothing 
was  done  in  regard  to  the  claim.  It  was  entirely 
overlooked,  and  why?  Part  of  the  lime,  it  was 
said  by  one  of  our  Secretaries,  because  of  the 
embarrassing  circumstances  in  which  Portugal 
was  then  placed;  this  prevented  our  Government 
from  enforcing  the  claim.  The  Government  of 
Portugal  was  then  distracted  by  inlei^al  dissen- 
sions, and  we,  therefore,  did  not  press  this  de- 
mand. This  Government  was  undoubtedly  at 
liberty,  on  considerations  of  this  kind,  to  assume 
this  high  ground;  but  it  should  do  it  at  its  own 
expense.  You  could  afford  to  be  magnanimous, 
but  you  ought  not  to  be  magnanimous  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  citizens  who  had  just  claims. 

Sir,  I  say  again,  that  in  my  humble  judgment 
the  expenditure  of  this  amount  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  could  not  be  better  made  for  the  interests 
of  ihe  country  than  by  paying  this  claim.  You 
need  not  pretend  that  this  will  set  a  precedent. 
You  have  nevef  had  such  a  case  befo/e;  you  will 
never  have  such  a  one  again.  You  tnay  have,  in 
future  wars,  instances  of  gallantry  and  devoiioQ  to 
the  country  as  great  as  w*  find  here;  you  may 
have  as  much  true  American  feeling  manifesteti; 
you  may  have  a  vessel  cut  out  under  the  guns  of 
a  neutral,  or  even  a  hostile  fort;  but  you  will  not 
have  such  a  case  as  this  again  presented  to  you. 
Here,  after  having  referred  the  matter — with  or 
without  the  consent  of  the  parties,  I  ca»  not — 
the  Government  furnished  the  claimants  with  no 
opportunity  whatever  to  vindicate  their  claim. 
Whenever  a  cjise  of  that  sort  presents  itself  dis- 
tinctly to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  I 
trust  he  will  concede  that  the  Government  is  bound 
to  pay  it.  In  this  case  it  appears  to  me  the  Gov- 
ernment is  bound  to  pay,  because  it  has  not  done 
its  duty,  in  not  furnishing  the  individual  with 
ample  opportunity  of  obtaining  Remuneration. 
Mr.  Reid  says  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  lay  hit 
grounds  before  the  arbitrator;  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  our  Minister  at  Pans  was  instructed  to 
make  any  representations  whatever  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  Louis  Napoleon.  Nothing  was  done,  I 
believe,  but  to  send  a  Mr.  Shattuck  with  the 
papers  to  France.  I  think  that  while  the  British 
and  Portuguese  Ministers  were  laboring  with 
Louis  Napoleon,  we,  if  our  own  Minister  did  not 
labor  the  case  with  him,  should  at  least  have  given 
notice  to  the  claimants  that  they  stood  defenseless 
before  tli^arbitrator.  If  they  had  appeared  before 
the  arbitrator,  is  it  possible  that  he  could  have 
reeled  his  decision  on  such  a  ridiculous  pretext  as 
it  is  rested  upon  in  his  report,  that  the  Americans, 
and  not  the  British,  commenced  the  attack  > 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  very  correctly  apprehend  the  principle  in- 
volved in  this  bill;  but  if  I  do,  I  think  (he  argu- 
ments of  my  learned  and  distinguished  friends 
from  Louisiana  and  Delaware  will  present  very 
anomalous  results.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana  contends  that  this  Government  could 
neither  treat,  negotiate,  nor  arbitrate  in  reference 
to  this  claim  without  the  assent  of  the  cisimants. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  contends 
that  if  our  Minister  should  treat,  without  giving 
to  the  cliiimant  an  opportunity  to  present  the 
fncts  upon  which  his  claims  are  predicated,  this 
Government  becomes  answerable.  The  result  of 
either  proposition  is  the  same;  it  places  in  the 
hands  of  the  claimant  the  power  of  making  war, 
or  imposes  upon  this  Government  the  obligation 
to  pay  the  claim.  I  think  I  can  make  this  palpable 
to  the  common-sense  view  of  every  member  of 
the  Stnate. 


I  concede,  for  the  purpose  of  iki,  „p,„„, 

I  the  law  of  nations  to  be,  that  a  neutral  itaimnii 

I  obliged  lo  protect  Ihe  vMseli  of  a  fntndlv  brili.. 

:  erent  within  lit  port  from  the  ailecks of  unrom. 

I  That  IS  the  extent  for  which  either  of  ihe  homir.' 

•  able  Senators  has  contended.    Concnlingthnio 

be  sound  international  law,  it  iinpowd  upon  Por. 

^  tugal,    provided   this  attack  waa  iti.dt  „i|,oj, 

'justifiable  provocation  on  the  port  of  our  jm^ 

I  within  a  neutral  port  of  Poriugsl  by  iht  la^ 

I  of  Great  Britain,  the  obligation  l«  p«y.  Thilia 

the  argument  of  the  Seiiaiora.    Now,  I  contt^t 

for  the  sake  of  (he  argument,  thwf  twoprmcinli,] 

'  The    obligation    to  |>«y,  accordinj  to  Stntimi' 

argument,  would  depend  on  the  fact  whtihw  tbia 

[  attack  was  made  with  or  without euiiiiitnt  aim. 

I  If  we  made  the  first  attack,  as  waa  com«ii1«1  ij 

Portugal,  then,  undoubtedly,  the  Enmh  >mi 

had  a  right  to   resist,  and,  if  the  »tron»w,  hail  a 

right  to  lake  our  vessel,  witliool  any  tloUiwaof 

the  neutrality  of  Portugal,  to  fsruwevneuo- 

i  cerned.     That  is  clear. 

I      Then,  sir,  we  neeotiated  in  Mttma  to  tUi 

I  claim.     Failing  to  obtain  a  tuccasful  mult  by 

i  negotiation,  we  referred  it  to  orbiinuion.and  un 

referee  has  actually  decided  that  ihtCrai  iiuek 

was  made  by  our  people,  and  that  «m.«(^»r;  7 

I  there  was  no  offense  svainst  the  principleofn  -:• 

■  national  law  contended  for  by  the  hotonklf  S-:  ■.■ 

tors.     They  bad  a  right  to  make  the  muck;  ikty 

had  a  right  10  take  the  vessri,  accordin;  10  iwtt- 

cision  of  the  referee,  because  our  peoplf  inaJnin 

first  attack  upon  the  crews  of  the  British  boati. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  i  ask  the«itMiiion«f  ay 

;  honorable  friend  from  Louisiana,  and  tlw  of  ay 

i  honorable  friend  from  Delaware,  is  anaarer  iha 

proposition.     Assume  this  to  be  the  law.  Tdtl, 

although  an  arbitration  has  taken  place,  allhoat^ 

I  the  referee  has  decided  that  our  people  tmdeW 

I  first  attack,  and   that  consequently  there  waa  w 

offense  against  the  law  of  natinniin  ihetoaAil 

I  of  the  British ;  although  that  has  been  ihedeiusM, 

I  they  say  we  are  answerable,  becauae,aca)nliii(i> 

l  the  argument  of  one,  the  claimanttdid  noitamil 

to  the  arbitration;  and,  according  to  theartosM 

1  of  the  other,  because  the  Minister  of  iheOaiill 

j  States  neglected  his  duty  in  not  givin*  noiio  l> 

:  the  claimants,  that  they  might  bring  forwaid  ik« 

>  arguments. 

1      Mr.  SLIDELL.    Will  mr  hnnorsble  fnol 
from  Maryland  permit  me  to  explain;    • 
Mr.  PRATT.     Certainly. 
Mr.  SLIDELL.     I  certainly  did  not  alma 
any  pretension  so  utterly  untenable  as  ihankK* 
my  friend  frooB  Maryland  has  doneraeihehoaot 
to  ascribe  to  me.     I  odmit,.unequivoe«llr,il»ti' 
that  fact  were  conceded,  if  it  were  true  l»»««J 
dispute  that  the  first  attack  emanated  fma  tl* 
crew  of  the  General  Armstrong,  1  «hnuM»ytlul 
(he  claimants  here  presented  themeeltet  witliml 
any  just  claim.     I  would  beg  leave,  ho»em,  to 
refer  (he  Senator  from  Maryland  10 thedrtsii*' 
appears,  perhaps,  no(  in  the  report,  but «r^'"'° 
does  appear  on  the  papers  on  file,  and  »' 
assert   cannot  be  contradicted,  that,  i» '*"    ^ 
instance,  the  Government  of  Portufal  eipwa-f  j 
recognized  that  there  had  been  a  grou nohuf* 
of  the  neutrality  of  the  port  of  Fayaloflthepi 
of  the  British  squadron,  and  remonstrated ajaiatj 
it  in  the  most  earnest  and  indicia' 
demanded  sntisfiictinn.     After  tin- 
years,  a  change  came  over  the 
dream.    They  found  they  could  i' 
faction  from  England.     Their  rein 
land,  as  the  Senator  well  knows,  were 01 » 
amicjible  character.      .After  the  I'pwj 
their  game  was  entirely  changed.    "" 
far  from  admitting  that  the  attack  prt 
the  British  squadron,  attempted  to  pro'*  , 
Ihe  reverse  of  what  they  had  admitted  oii a 
vious  occasions,  and  asserted  that  the  atta"  '•■ 
been  made,  in  the  ftret  instance,  by  tli«  """ 
the  General  Armstronir.  ^ 

If  Ihe  case  were  unfounded,  I  should  "VjV 
the  claimants  had  aastained  no  damafe  by  ihlj^ 
cision  of  the  Emperor  of  France  in  the  ra«tii»« 
the  case;  but  1  assume  this  principle: '!"' vf 
a  citizen  does  not  assent  to  the  "^'^'^Zl 
clsim  to  a  third  Power,  and  when  that  third  r**^ 
decides  his  case  upon   the  assumption  of'  |'~ 
statement  of  facts,  if  I  may  use  that  '^P'**'!"' 
and  when  the  party,  not  only  never  awwif  , 
such  a  reference,  but  never  hiid  an  ^PP'"''"'''L. 
being  heard  in  support  of  the  prindpta  ha  f^ 
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catrd;  then,  I  say,  these  facts  beinie:  affirmatively 
proved ,  they  take  such  a  claim  out  of  the  ordinary 
principle  that  the  ciiiicn  is  bound  by  the  act  of 
his  Giivemmeni,  and  place  the  Governmentof  the 
United  Slates  in  the  same  position  in  which  Por- 
tugal was  before — responsible  for  this  act,  and 
bound  to  indemnify  the  suiferers. 

Mr.  PRAl'T.  Mr.  President,  I  understand 
the  principle,  as  explained  hy  my  honorable 
friend,  to  be  the  same  which  I  stated  it  to  be  be- 
fore. This  is  a  question  of  fact  as  to  the  liability 
o(  our  Government.  He  says  that  if  our  Govern- 
ment treated  without  giving  these  parties  notice, 
and  without  having  the  facts  before  them,  they 
were  answerable  to  the  claimants;  and  he  also 
says  they  would  be  answerable  if  they  referred 
the  case  to  arbitration  without  having  the  facta 
which  the  claimants  could  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  arbitrator,  brought  before  him.  The  Senator 
states,  and  no  doubt  correctly,  that  the  arbitrator 
has  decided  against  the  weight  of  the  evidence. 
He  says  the  arbitrator  has  rejected  the  claim 
agains;  the  weight  of  evidence.  That  may  be  to; 
but  still  the  broad  principle  contended  for  is,  that 
our  Governtnent,  having  made  a  reference,  and 
having  made  that  reference  in  good  faith,  because 
the  decision  of  the  arbitrator  is  against  the  claim, 
weare  answerable  for  it!  That, at  last,  is  the  broad 
proposition.  We  are  not  bound  to  go  behind 
that  arbitration  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
the  facts.  The  question  of  obligation  upon  us 
cannot  depend  upon  the  existence  of  any  state  of 
facts  whatever,  provided  we  had  the  right  to  moke 
the  reference;  because,  if  we  had  power  to  make 
the  reference  without  thg  agreement  of  the  claim- 
ant, the  decision  of  the  referee  is  binding  on  the 
claimant,  and  binding  on  us,  and  imposes  no 
obligation  on  us  to  pay  the  claimant,  if  the  decision 
W09  wrong. 

I  think  the  doctrine  assumed  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  is  still  more  untenable.  We  have 
Ministers  abroad  intrusted  by  our  Constitution 
with  the  conduct  of  negotiations  bet\teen  this 
Government  and  foreign  nations;  and  he  contends 
that  this  Government  is  unanswerable  to  all  pri- 
vate claimants  for  the  consequences,  if  one  of  our 
Ministers  does  not  present  such  arguments  as  the 
claimant  may  think  ought  to  be  presented,  or  if 
he  does  not  present  such  facts  as  the  claimant 
could  have  produced  if  he  had  been  notified.  The 
doctrine  of  the  honorable  Senator  is,  that  the  neg- 
lect of  the  Minister  so  to  act  would  impose  on  the 
Government  an  obligation  to  pay  the  privote 
claimant,  or  go  to  war  for  it;  and  that  if  you  do 
not  get  his  claim  paid,  or  do  not  go  to  war  for  it, 
you  will  be  obliged  to  pay  it  yourselves.  I  can- 
not concede  this 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  explain  again? 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  have  finished. 
Mr.  SLIDELL.  The  report  expressly  admits 
that  the  citizen  has  not  a  right  to  call  on  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  his  country  to  pursue  the  extreme 
remedy  for  the  enforcement  of  his  rights.  It  may 
abstain  from  war.  What  is  complained  of  in  this 
case  is,  that  the  Government,  when  it  had  the  fac- 
ulty and  the  right  of  folding  its  arms  and  remain- 
ing idle,  chose,  without  the  knowledge  or  assent 
of  the  claimant,  to  submit  the  claim  to  arbitration. 
Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Georgia  has  argued  this  question,  and 
so  have  others,  as  if  it  were  altogether  a  question 
whether  the  Government  was  bound  to  pay  this 
claim,  and,  arriving  at  the  result  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  bound  to  pay  it,  they  express,  in  em- 
phatic language,  their  opinion  that  the  claim  ought 
to  be  driven  out  of  Congress.  Now,  I  am  sure  i 
that  almost  the  first  lessons  which  those  honorable 
Senators,  like  myself  received  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  was  the  contemporaneous  fact  of  the 
brilliant  achievement  of  Captain  Reid,  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  privateer  General  Armstrong  during 
the  last  war.  Remembering  that,  I  think  they  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  light  in  which  we  ought 
to  view  the  question  is  rather  this:  not  whether 
we  ere  bound  to  pay  this  claim,  but  whether  it  is 
right  to  pay  it.  If  they  shall  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  not  right  to  pay  it,  even  then, 
instead  of  driving  it  out  of  Congress,  I  hope  they 
will  dismiss  it,  if  obliged  to  do  so,  with  regret  and 
Borrow.  1  certainly  come  to  the  question  in  that 
spirit. 

1  do  not  intend  to  go  into  a  full  review  of  all 
the  facta.    The  report  Is  very  full,  very  express. 


and  very  ample;  and  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana, and  ofthe  Senator  from  Delaware, 
is  entirely  ccmpleieand  sufficient  on  the  whole 
case.  I  shall  only  dwell  upon  a  single  aspect  or 
two  of  the  facts. 

It  seems  to  be  discussed  as  if  this  were  a  mere 
case  of  an  ordinary  private  claim  of  a  private  citi- 
zen, who  had  had  a  vessel  lying  in  the  harbor  of 
Kayal  in  a  time  of  war,  which  the  public  <nemy 
had  assailed  and  destroyed.  Then,  upon  that  as- 
sumption of  facts,  that  this  is  a  mere  private  case 
,  of  private  property  destroyed  by  a  public  enemy 
in  a  neutral  harbor,  it  is  argued  that  we  have  done 
'  all  that  we  were  obliged  to  do,  and  all  that  was 
just  and  necessary  to  do,  when  we  prosecuted 
that  claim  against  the  neutral  Power.  Sir,  this 
was  a  privateer,  an  armed  vessel,  a  belligerent 
vessel,  called  into  service  as  a  part  of  the  naval 
power  of  the  country,  to  prosecute  the  war  in 
which  we  were  engaged  against  England.  She 
necessarily  provoked  the  very  hostili'ties  by  which 
she  suffered,  which  hostilities  she  would  have 
escaped  if  she  had  been  the  ordinary  property  of 
a  private  citizen,  and  not  a  belligerent  vessel. 

Now,  then,  when  a  private  citizen,  at  the  invi- 
tation of  his  country,  embarks  his  property  in  a 
public  war,  I  think  that  citizen  has  n  right  to  ex- 
pect that  the  Governmentof  the  United  States  will 
insist,  for  his  protection,  upon  the  observance  of 
the  laws  of  nations  by  neutral  Powers.  If  she, 
by  her  belligerent  demonstrations,  exposes  herself 
to  attack  in  the  port  of  a  neutral  Power,  he  has  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  Government  will  enforce 
protection  so  far  as  it  is  due  by  the  law  of  nations. 

If  this  vessel  had  been  a  public  vessel,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  have  had  no 
question  about  it,  but  could  have  released  the  neu- 
tral Power  from  any  claim  for  damages  which 
were  sustained.  But  this  is  private  properly,  and 
private  property  which  the  Government  procured 
to  be  used  for  its  own  safety.  1  think,  then,  it 
was  bound  to  exercise  peculiar  diligence  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  claim.  I  think  that  the  mo- 
ment the  nation  fai'ed  to  compel  respect,  by  a 
neutral  Power,  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  so  to 
enforce  the  protection  which  was  due  to  this  ves- 
sel, from  that  time  this  privateer  became  entitled 
to  relief  from  theGovernment  of  the  United  States 
directly.  The  Government  has  neglected,  and 
has  refused  to  grant  this  relief.  It  has  contented 
itaelf  with  referring  the  question  to  arbitration. 
An  award  has  been  obtained  against  these  citizens. 
The  question  is  now  asked,  whether  that  is  not  a 
discharge  of  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to 
them.  I  answer  that  It  is,  if  the  award  is  just  and 
right  upon  the  merits  of  the  case;  but  if  it  is  not, 
then  the  claim  of  the  citizens  upon  this  Govern- 
ment remains,  because  it  is  a  claim  which  was 
good  and  perfect,  in  the  first  instance,  against  the 
Government.  The  Government  sought  for  ka 
indemnity  by  reclamation  upon  Portugal.  It  had 
a  right,  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  just,  to 
make  good  the  damage  to  those  of  its  citizens 
before  seeking  reparation  from  Portugal. 

Mr.  FESSENOKN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Sena- 
tor from  liew  York  a  question.  Suppose  this  [ 
Government  had  gone  to  war  with  Portugal  to  ' 
obtain  redress,  and  for  want  of  power  had  failed  ' 
to  get  it,  would  it  then  have  been  bound,  would  it  ' 
have  been  under  any  obligation  of  morality  or  , 
Justice  to  pay  the  claim?  If  not,  why  should  it  j 
be  BO  af\er  having  submitted  to  arbitration  ?  ' 

Mr.  SEWARD.     It  would  depend  altogether  I 
upon  the  ability  of  the  Government  in  that  case.  I 
The  Government  having  resorted  to  war  or  arbi-  I 
tration,  does  not  change  the  nature  of  the  case  at  ' 
all.     It  was  bound   to  pay,  if  it  was  able.     If  it  I 
was  not  able  to  pay,  these  individuals  must  suf- 
fer, in  common  with  all  the  other  individuals  who 
suffer  by  war;  but  if  the  Government  was  able  to 
pay,  it  was  bound  to  pay  in  the  first  instance,  and 
Its  resort  to  war  or  arbitration  does  not  affect  the 
case. 

TheGovernment  now  pleads  the  award;  but  the 
award  is  founded  upon  a  state  of  facts  which  the 
Government  itself  admits  ia  false.  If,  then,  the 
award  is  founded  upon  a  false  state  of  facts,  it  is 
unjust,  and  the  Government  cannot  be  thereby 
discharged  from  its  obligations.  It  is  true,  the 
argument  ia  enforced  very  strongly  by  the  con- 
sideration that  the  Government,  without  the  con- 
sent ofthe  parties,  undertook  to  refer  to  a  foreign 
Power  the  question  whether  it  would  pay  the 
claim.     In  doing  so,  it  chose  a  Power  which  was 


not  to  be  addressed  by  the  citizen,  and  before 
whom  it  failed  to  present  the  claim,  but  left  the 
decision  to  be  made  in  error,  either  from  gross 
mistake  or  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  arbitrator. 
It  sli'ikes  me,  therefore,  that  there  are  abundtmt 
reasons  why  we  can  rightfully  poy  this  claim. 
That  is  all  1  contend  for,  and  that  is  enough  for 
me. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  my  sympa- 
thies lead  me  to  vote  for  this  claim,  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  shall  not  b#compelled  to  do  so.  There 
is  but  one  ground,  however,  on  which  I  suppose 
the  claim  can  be  sustained,  and  that  is  a  question 
on  which  my  mind  has  not  been  brought  to  bear 
at  all,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  yet  feel  certain  as 
to  the  result  at  whicfi  I  ou«^ht  to  arrive. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  acting  on  behalf  of  acitizen,  and  in 
order  to  prosecute  a  claim  against  a  foreign  Power, 
has  a  right  to  enlerinio  a  reference,  if  it  see  fit  so 
to  do,  wiih  or  without  the  consent  of  that  citizen. 
When  they  represent  him,  everything  must  be 
lefl  to  their  discretion.  The  doubt  which  arise*^ 
in  my  mind  as  to  the  non-liability  of  the  United 
S'atea  is  this:  The  claim  was  referred  to  a  foreign 
Government,  and  the  decision  was  against  the 
claimants;  but  in  making  that  reference,  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  entered  into  no  stipulation  whatever 
that  the  citizens  or  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  not  be  heard  before  the  arbitrator. 
It  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  first  principles 
of  justice  if  they  had  entered  into  any  such  stip- 
ulation as  that  the  arbitrator  should  take  the  case 
and  decide  it  without  any  hearing  whatever,  either 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  the  individual  claimants. 

I  have  looked  at  the  words  of  the  treaty  by 
which  the  arbitration  was  agreed  to  be  made,  and 
I  find  nothing  to  restrict  the  right  of  the  party 
to  be  heard,  if  his  Government  chose  to  adduce 
further  proof  or  further  argument.  The  claimant 
in  this  case,  after  this  treaty  had  been  ratifii-d  by 
the  Senate,  applied  to  Ihe  Secretary  of  State  in 
order  to  have  a  written  argument  in  support  of  hia 
claim  go  before  the  arbitrator — before  theGovern- 
ment selected  to  make  the  decision  as  to  the  liability 
of  Portugal. 

Of  the  liability  of  Portugal  on  the  facie  slated  by 
the  committee,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  Of  the 
error  of  the  decision  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  t 
have  no  doubt.  The  only  question  in  my  mind 
as  to  ihe  liability  of  the  G  ivernmene,  is,  whether 
the  act  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  refusing «ilher  to  let  the  parly,  who  wished  to 
be  heard,  have  a  hearing  through  his  own  written 
argument  before  the  arbitrator,  nr  in  neglecting 
themselves  to  instruct  their  own  Minister  to  iniike 
proper  representations  before  the  arbitrator  so  that 
the  case  might  be  fully  heard,  and  not  be  decided 
either  on  a  careless  or  an  ex  parte  examination, 
does  not  amount  to  such  gross  negligence  on  th« 
part  of  the  Government,  after  having  chosen  to 
enter  into  this  arbitration,  that  we  have  a  right  to 
look  behind  the  award,  and  If  we  are  satisfied  the 
award  was  wrong,  then  to  say  that  we  ought  to 
make  the  claim  good, 

i  am  not  disposed  to  push  too  far  the  principle 
of  the  liability  of  the  Government  on  account  of 
such  negligence;  but  the  refusal  of  the  then  .Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  distinguished  as  he  was  and  able  as 
he  was,  under  theternisof  that  treaty,  either  to  for- 
ward the  written  argument  of  ihe  parly  to  the  arbi- 
trator who  was  to  decide  on  his  rights,  and  on  hia 
rights  alone,  or  to  instruct  our  Minister  to  attend 
to  the  matter,  seems  to  me  to  be  extraordinary. 
Recollect,  this  was  a  peculiar  case;  it  was  not  the 
caseof  iheGoveinment  referring  a  class  of  general 
claims  to  an  arbitrator.  Tliey  settled  everything 
else,  and  referred  the  individual  cast  of  the  brig 
General  Armstrong  to  the  then  President,  and  sub- 
sequent Emperor  of  France.  They  referred  this 
case  by  itself.  There  was,  then,  peculiar  propri- 
ety in  asking  that  the  party,  who  alone  stood 
interested  in  the  decision,  should  be  heard.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  applied  to  our  Secretary 
of  State,  the  proper  person,  and  he  submitted  to 
him  his  written  argument,  and  ihe  Secretary  of 
State  declined  to  let  that  argument  go  before  the 
arbitrator,  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty  prevented 
it.  I  can  find  no  such  provision  in  the  treaty. 
On  the  contrary,  Ihe  treaty  requires  all  the  pre- 
vious correepohdence  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments to  be  laid  before  the  arbitrator.  There  ia 
no  exclusion  of  tbt  right  of  hearing;  and  1  cannot 
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conceive  it  possible  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  a  case,  acting  on  behalf  of  a  citi- 
zen, on  a  proposition  relating  to  his  single  claim 
alone,  would  refer  the  decision  of  that  claim  to  a 
foreign  Power,  and  provide  in  the  convention  that 
he  should  not  be  heard  in  support  of  his  rights. 

There  is  no  such  provision  in  the  treaty;  and, 
therefore,  1  think  there  was  a  plain  mistake  in  law, 
a  gross  mistake  in  law,  on  the  part  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  when  he  refused 
either  to  instruct  the  Mjnistsr  of  the  United  Slates 
to  appearand  urge  the  claim  before  the  arbitrator, 
and  vindicate  the  right  of  his  own  fellow-citizen, 
or,  in  lieuof  that,  to  suffer  the  argument  which  that 
citizen  had  drawn  up  in  support  of  his  claim,  to  go 
before  the  arbitrator.  Under  these  circumstances 
ii  does  look  to  roe  like  a  case  of  gross  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  prosecuting  the  right  of  a  citizen  after 
it  had  referred  it  to  arbitration.  For  this  reason, 
and  as  I  have  strong  sympathies  with  the  claim 
otherwise,  and  as  there  is  a  great  deal  more  than 
this  to  commend  it  to  allowance;  and  as  I  believe, 
beyond  all  question,  that  this  is  a  case  in  which, 
owing  to  that  neglect,  the  party  has  lust  his  claim, 
1  believe  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill.  1  entertain  no 
shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  liability  of  Portugal; 
and  hence  I  say,  that  but  for  the  negligence  of 
this  Government,  the  decision  might  have  been 
different. 

It  has  been  said  here  that  Portugal  was  a  weak 
nation,  and  that,  therefore,  she  ought  not  to  have 
Iieen  held  responsible.  I  hold  the  doctrine  that  if 
a  nation  is  strong  enough  to  exist  as  a  nation, 
and  to  claim  the  rights  of  a  nation,  she  is  bound 
by  the  obligalinnsof  a  nation.  She  is  bound  to 
protect  the  neutrality  of  her  own  pons,  and  if  she 
cannot  protect  them  she  is  bound  to  pay  the  dam- 
ages which  are  incident  to  her  own  want  of  ability 
to  do  so.  And  there  can  be  no  other  doctrine 
under  the  laws  of  nations.  I  hold,  therefore,  that 
Portugal  was  unquestionably  liable.  This  has 
never  been  doubled  in  any  of  the  correspondence 
on  any  prete.xt  whatever,  except  on  the  ground 
alleged  by  Portugal,  for  the  6rst  time  in  IS'JS,  that 
the  American  vessel  hajl  herself,  by  her  own  con- 
duct, been  the  cause  of  the  attack  of  the  British. 

This  assumption  is  against  the  whole  facts  of 
the  case.  It  is  against  the  admission  of  Portugal 
and  the  cfinduct  of  Great  Britain  at  the  time  when 
the  Iransaclion  look  place,  and  subsenuenlly  to 
that  time.  The  claim  was  then  undoubiedly  ad- 
mitted as  a  matter  of  right;  and  at  the  time  of  the 
transaction  no  pretense  was  set  up  by  Portugal 
that  the  American  vessel  was  the  aggressor.  On 
the  contrary,  a  demand  was  made  by  Portugal 
on  Great  Britain,  never  on  this  country,  on  the 
ground  that  Great  Britain  had  violated  the  neu- 
trality of  Portugal,  and,  therefore,  was  responsible 
to  her;  and  as  far  as  Portuguese  interesis  went. 
Great  Britain  admitted  that  it  whs  so.  The  path 
for  Portugal  to  pursue  would  have  been  plain  if 
this  assumption  were  correct.  If  the  American 
vessel  had  been  the  aggre.isor,  Portugal  would 
have  come  here  and  said,  "  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  caused  this  aggreesion;  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  by  the  act  of  one  of 
thvir  private  armed  vessels  caused  all  the  difficul- 
ties which  arose  here  by  making  an  attack  on  the 
boats  of  the  British  squadron,  and,  therefore,  we 
look  to  you  for  reparation."  Instead  of  doing 
anything  of  this  sort,  Great  Britain  admitted  her 
liability  to  Portugal,  so  far  as  regarded  Portuguese 
interests;  and  I  say  the  admission  of  that  liability 
is  absolutely  inconsislent  wiih  anything  else  than 
the  fact  that  the  British  boats  were  the  aggressors 
upon  the  American  cruiser. 

I  have  a  strong  and  absolute  conviction  that  the 
decision  of  the  President  of  France  was  wrong, 
and  perhaps  under  all  ihe  circumstances,  you  couTti 
hardly  have  expected  anything  else  from  him; 
but  I  think  there  was  also  a  neglect  of  duty  on 
our  part — not  merely  a  slight  neglect,  but  a  gross 
neglect  of  duty.  We  violated  the  first  principles 
of  justice  when  we  suffered  the  case  to  be  decided 
by  a  foreign  Power  without  a  hearing  and  without 
a  representation  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  who 
alone  was  interested  in  it,  when  he  had  preferred 
to  us  his  argument  in  support  of  hin  claim.  On 
that  ground,  and  on  that  ground  alone,  (and  still 
not  with  positive  certainty  that  itamounts  to  suffi- 
cient negligence  to  make  the  Government  liable,) 
but  with  a  strong  inclination  of  opinion  tiiat  way, 
1  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  for  this  bill. 


Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  rise  now  only  for  ihe  pur- 
pose of  bringing  one  fact  connected  with  this  mat- 
ter to  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  It  appears  that 
there  was  a  controversy  between  the  friends  of 
Admiral  Lloyd  and  Admiral  Cochrane  in  relation 
la  this  very  transaction.  A  gross  charge  was 
made  against  Lloyd,  who  commanded  the  British 
squadron  off  Fayal,  of  malfeasance,  improper 
conduct,  and  a  gross  violation  of  his  duty  in  de- 
laying the  advance  of  his  squadron  to  the  aid  of 
the  Jamaica  fleet,  which  was  about  to  take  New 
Orleans.  In  Ihe  progress  of  The  controversy,  a 
fact,  which  I  will  mention,  appeared  as  a  justifi- 
cation of  Lloyd.  It  was  said  on  one  side  that  the 
game  was  not  worth  the  candle;  thai  he  lost  sev- 
eral hundred  men,  and  crippled  the  expedition  so 
that  finally  tlie  attack  on  New  Orleans  failed.  It 
was  said  that  this  was  a  thing  for  which  Lloyd 
ought  to  be  answerable.  In  his  defense,  it  was 
stated  that  the  object  of  attacking  the  privateer 
General  Armstrong  was,  to  capture  her  without 
destroying  or  crippling  her,  in  oj  der  that  she  might 
be  used,  in  consequence  of  her  light  draft  of  water, 
in  the  Mississippi,  for  purposes  for  which  the 
other  vessels  they  had  would  not  answer.  That 
was  the  reason  why  this  vessel  was  attacked  in 
the  way  she  was.  An  attempt  was  made  to  carry 
her  by  boarding.  They  knew  she  had  ninety 
men,  or  less  than  a  hundred,  and  only  seven  guns, 
and  they  supposed  they  could  capture  her  in  a  ' 
few  minutes.  They  failed;  and  there  was  nothing 
in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare,  ancient  or  modern, 
to  exceed  the  glory  of  this  transaction.  Sir,  I  do 
hope  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  will  re- 
flect upon  the  consequences  which  will  flow  from 
Ihe  payment  of  this  small  sum  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  its  effect  on  the  men  who  shall  hereafter 
fight  the  baiiles  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Mr.  President,  the  argument 
submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Bayard,]  if  iI  were  valid,  would  subject  the  Gov-  j 
ernment  to  responsibility  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  shouliV 
form  a  wrong  opinion  upon  a  treaty  stipulation 
between  this  and  a  foreign  Government,  and  in 
consequence  of  it  a  loss  should  be  sustained  by  | 
a  private  citizen.  That  is  the  principle  of  his 
argument.  It  seems  lo  me  that  it  would  be  going  I 
very  much  too  far  to  sanction  a  principle  which 
would  be  fruitful  of  such  consequences.  On  a  ' 
cursory  examination  of  Ihe  report  and  ihe  clause 
of  Ihe  treaty,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  sub- 
mission of  this  claim  to  the  arbitrator,  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  submission ,  or  an  appeal  to  a  superior 
court,  that  the  whole  case  might  be  reexamined, 
but  nut  on  new  argumenM  or  new  testimony;  so 
that,  in  my  judgment,  Ihe  late  Secretary  of  Slate, 
Mr.  Webster,  to  whose  opinions  upon  the  con- 
struction of  treaties, and  upon  all  legal  questjons, 
every  memberof  Ihe  Senate  will  bedlsposed  to  bow 
with  very  great  deference,  was  not  erroneous  in 
the  opinion  which  he  gave. 

Upon  the  other  points  in  this  case,  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Pratt] 
seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  unanswerable.  There 
are  three  modes  in  which  satisfaction'  for  private 
claims  can  be  obtained  from  a  foreign  Uovern- 
menL  One  of  those  modes  is  by  negotiation  and 
treaty,  resulting  in  satisfaction  or  a  compromise; 
another  of  those  modes  is  also  by  arbitration;  and 
the  third  is  by  war.  Now,  sir,  if  we  cannot  arbi- 
trate without  the  consent  of  the  claimant,  we  can- 
not compromise;  we  can  make  no  adjustment  that 
does  not  secure  to  Ihe  claimant  everything  that  he 
claims,  and  the  whole  extent  of  the  indemnity 
which  he  requires.  If  we  cannot  compromise, 
and  cannot  arbitrate  without  the  consent  of  the 
claimant,  then  it  irresistibly  follows,  as  was 
shown  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  that  the 
private  claimant  has  in  his  hands,  in  every  such 
case,  the  question  of  peace  and  war  between  this 
and  foreign  nations,  or  an  abandonment  of  his 
claim.  We  are  driven  to  that  necessarily.  In 
every  case  we  must  either  abandon  the  claim,  or 
else  we  must  resort  lo  war  in  its  enforcement,  at 
the  will  of  the  claimant  himself. 

Sir,  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  these  doctrines 
would  not  involve  a  still  further  consequence.  If 
we  cannot  resort  lo  arbitration  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  claimant — if  we  cannot  resort  lo  the 
mode  of  compromise  without  the  consent  of  the 
claimant — how  can  we  resort  to  the  great  last 
remedy  without  his  consent?  and  if  wecannot  do 
that,  the  re.sull  will  be  that,  in  Ihe  event  of  our 


actually  going  lo  war  in  defense  of  his  claim,  and 
concluding  a  treaty  without  reference  to  it,  thia 
Government  would  still  be  responsible.  It  i«  onl  y 
sufficient  to  slate  these  proposilionti  to  see  the  con- 
sequences to  which  they  lead,  and  to  secure,  I 
trust,  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  against  them. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sewakd] 
seemed  to  feel  the  weakness  of  all  arguments 
drawn  from  law  ^nd  usage,  in  defense  of  this 
claim,  jind  he  placed  it  upon  the  simple  ground  of 
some  general  equity — that  this  vessel  was  a  pri- 
vateer, a  part  of  the  naval  force  of  the  country; 
that  she  had  sustained  injuries  as  part  of  the  naval 
service,  and  that  we  were  therefore  bound  lo  in- 
demnify her  owners.  That  may  he  an  appeal  to 
patriotic  feeling;  but  if  we  acknowledge  such  ap- 
peals, there  is  no  limit  to  the  demands  which  they 
would  create  on  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  detain  the  Senate  on  this  question;  but  as 
It  is  one  of  very  considerable  importance,  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question  of  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  and  myself  agree  as  to  the 
points  in  this  case,  except  in  one  respect.  We 
differ  in  opinion  as  lo  the  plain  intent  of  the  third 
article  of  the  convention  between  Portugal  and 
the  United  Slates,  by  which  this  claim  was  sub- 
mitted lo  the  arbitration  of  the  late  President, 
now  Emperor  of  France.  I  admit  he  has  the 
authority — and  very  high  authority  it  is — of  Mr. 
Webster  in  support  of  his  construction.  I  can 
only  account  for  what  I  consider  the  pal]^ab!e 
mistake  in  the  construction  of  that  article,  ,made 
by  the  Secretary  of  Siate,^ecau8e  of  the  multipli- 
city of  the  transactions  to  which  his  mind  was 
drawn,  and  the  probable  fact  that  this  being  a  case 
relating  simply  to  the  affairs  of  a  private  individ- 
ual, did  not  receive  from  him  that  consideration 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  given  it.  1  will 
read  the  language  of  the  article: 

"  So  soon  a*  the  consent  of  the  soverejfo  pntenlaie,  or 
chief  of  some  trirudly  ualion,  who  »hatl  b«ch(i*en  by  Uic 
two  liifh  contracting  Rallies,  shall  be  o^talneii  to  act  «a 
arbiter  in  Ihe  aforeiiBid  case  u(  the  privaieer  brig  Getivral 
Arnislroni;,  copies  of  all  correspondence  which  has  parsed, 
in  reference  lo  Ihe  said  claim.  briw.«-ii  tl..-  iwiGuvrro- 
inenls  anil  their  respect"'.  '.lidbe- 

fore  the  arbiter,  10  who^'  iiactiof 

parties  hereby  bind  iheiu- ' 

I  cannot  understand  that  this  is  more  than  a 
stipulation  that  the  correspondence  between  the 
two  Governments  shall  be  produced.  I  cannot 
sanction  the  idea  that,  in  defiance  of  what  is  the 
only  principle  of  justice  for  all  purposes,  whether 
between  nations  or  individuals,  that  the  party  hss 
a  ri^ht  to  be  heard  before  a  decision  it  made 
against  him,  this  article  excludes  his  right  to  be 
heard,  or  even  the  right  to  adduce  lesumony 
beyond  this  correspondence.  When  an  argnment 
in  support  of  the  claim  was  presented  by  the  sole 
party  in  interest  to  the  agent  of  his  own  Uovem- 
ment,  a  refusal  lo  present  it  to  the  arbiter  was 
given,  on  the  ground  of  the  treaty  not  allowing  ii. 
In  this  case,  if  we  examine  the  fads,  we  find  thai 
the  decision  is  manifestly — I  had  almost  said  b'.t"- 
ciously — wrong  on  the  part  of  the  arbi- 
Power.  In  view  of  all  Ihe  circumstances,  I 
impute  that  erroneous  decision  to  the  negie. .  ■„. 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  letting  the  cose  be 
properly  presented  before  the  arbitrator. 

I  hold  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Governmeni, 
therefore,  but  nol  on  the  ground  imputed  lo  me  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  in  every 
case  of  slight  mistake,  of  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  whether  one  course  or  another,  or  one  argu- 
ment or  another  would  have  been  more  advijuble 
in  sustaining  the  claim  of  an  American  citizen  nn 
a  foreign  Government:  not  on  any  ground  like 
that  do  1  place  the  liability  of  our  Government  in 
thia  case;  but  on  the  ground  that  there  was  here — 
and  every  lawyer  understands  the  term — a  plain 
mistake  in  law,  a  gross  mistake  in  law.  In  cun»- 
quence  of  this  mistake,  the  great  principleof  justice, 
that  every  party  shall  be  heard,  was  refused  in  this 
case,  when  the  claimant's  rights  alone  were  under 
arbitrament.  It  is  on  that  ground  of  gross  mis- 
take in  law,  which  deprived  him  of  the  highest 
right  of  men,  to  which  he  should  be  always  en- 
titled in  transactions  of  this  kind,  that  my  opinion 
in  favor  of  this  claim  is  founded. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  President,  I  am  strongly  b- 
clined  to  vote  for  this  bill;  and  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  out  a  few  suggestions  in  support 
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of  my  views.  I  believe  the  argument  in  opponition 
to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  obligation,  is  sound; 
except,  pethnps,  the  exception  taken  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Delaware,  who  spoke  last, 
[Mr.  BiTARD,]  in  regard  to  the  omission  or  neglect 
of  the  Government  in  not  permitting  the  parlies 
to  be  heard,  or  in  not  providing  that  they  should 
be  heard  before  the  arbitrator.  I  am  not  sure  that 
some  neglect  may  not  be  fairly  attributed  fo  the 
Government  on  that  ground;  but  that  is  not  the 
principle'  on  which  1  base  my  support  of  this 
claim. 

I  think  the  argument  against  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  pay  the  claim  is  complete  and 
sound;  but  this  case  is  one  of  peculiar  features,  6nd 
it  seems  to  me,  in  some  other  respects,  it  has  pecu- 
liar grounds  for  allowance  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  any  ars;ument 
as  to  the  system  of  privateering;  but  I  will  merely 
suggest,  that  in  ihecaseof  any  contingency  likely 
to  arise  early  in  this  Government  with  powerful 
mv'time  nations,  such  as  France  or  England,  or 
both  united,  I  am  notcertain  that  it  would  be  good 
policy  in  us  to  abandon  this  right  arm  of  our  de- 
fense; at  least  for  many  years  after  we  shall  engage 
in  a  war,  if  such  an  event  shall  unfortunately 
happen. 

Well,  sir,  there  is  not  a  pretense  that  the  resist- 
ance ofTered  by  the  brave  commander  of  this  pri- 
vateer and  his  gallant  seamen  at  the  port  of  Fayal, 
was  made  upon  any  mercenary  motive  whatever. 
They  could  scarcely  have  any  hope  of  ultimate 
success.  What  could  have  animated  them,  under 
the  circumstances,  but  the  sense  of  pride,  and 
chivalry,  and  bravery,  which  should  always  actu- 
ate the  commander  and  seamen  of  an  American 
f)rivate  or  public  armed  ship.'  According  to  the 
aw  of  nations,  they  had  a  right  to  carry  on  pri- 
vate war,  but  they  were  also  placed  in  such  cir- 
cumstances as  required  of  them  to  exhibit  that 
degree  of  gallantry  and  chivalry  which  would 
show  that  the  United  States  of  America  could  con- 
tend successfully  Eigainst  the  extraordinary  supe- 
riority of  the  British  power,  especially  on  the 
ocean. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Clayton] 
has  thrown  out  some  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
possible  accretion  of  force  which  was  intended  to 
be  acquired  for  the  attack  in  New  Orleans,  by  the 
violation  of  neutral  rights  in  this  transaction.  I 
leave  that  entirely  out  of  view,  and  I  look  to  the 
extraordinary  gallantry  and  daring  that  these  men 
displayed,  without  hope  on  their  part  of  making 
any  prize,  and  in  a  contest  the  inevitable  result  of 
which  they  must  have  known,  particularly  when 
they  found  they  would  not  be  protected  by  the 
guns  of  the  neutral  Power  in  whose  port  they 
were  anchored.  It  is  an  exhibition  wnich  I  re- 
gard as  extraordinary,  if  the  facts  stated  in  the 
report  be  true,  and  I  believe  they  have  not  been 
denied. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    No  one  ever  doubted  them. 

Mr.  BELL.  Sir,  it  cannot  often  happen  that 
neutral  rights  will  be  invaded  in  the  daring  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  invaded  on  this  occasion; 
but  they  are  liable,  it  is  true,  to  be  so  invaded 
whenever  an  inferior  maritime  Power  is  engaged 
in  war  with  a  domineering,  arbitrary  Power,  such 
as  Great  Britain,  who  feels  the  consciousness  of 
her 'superiority  on  the  sea.  Sir,  1  look  at  the 
spirit,  the  noble  gallantry  and  daring  displayed  on 
this  occasion,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  any  idea 
of  mercenary  results;  for  there  could  have  been 
no  expectation  of  making  a  prize  of  an  enemy's 
ship,  either  a  war  vessel  or  a  merchantman. 
Our  men  stood  upon  their  own  defense,  and  ex- 
hibited a  daring  and  bravery  seldom  equaled  in 
the  course  of  that,  or  any  war,  which  ever  took 
place.  Then  I  say  this  is  not  likely  to  be  a  pre- 
cedent. I  am  not  disposed  to  put  the  case  on  the 
ground  of  obligation;  but  as  this  is  not  likely  to 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent,  and  as  it  is  not  likely 
that  it  will  lead  to  any  jlrafts  on  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  1  am  inclined  to  vote  for  the 
bill. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  know — although 
there  is  no  strict  obligation  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  to  vote  this  appropriation  under  the 
circumstances — may  we  not  consistently  and  prop- 
erly do  it?  Why,  sir,  on  what  principle  do  we 
grant  numerous  pensions  and  bounties?  Hun- 
dieds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  the  public  lands 
have  been  granted  in  bounties  to  men  who  never 
heard  an  enemy's  gun.    Take  the  late  war  with 


Mexico.  To  troops  who  were  merely  mustered 
into  the  service,  or  accepted — volunteers,  and 
others — we  have  granted  bounties.  They  per- 
formed no  service;  but,  merely  because  they  were 
accepted  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  we 
made  the  grant.  On  what  principle  have  you 
granted  bounty  lands  or  pay  to  them?  There  was 
no  obligation,  for  they  did  not  serve;  they  were 
only  prepared  to  serve.  What  is  the  difference 
in  principle  between  that  case  and  this?  Here  is 
the  same  principle;  and  here  is  an  extraordinary 
and  noble  example  and  exhibition  of  gallantry 
under  peculiar  circumstances;  and  when  you 
know  you  have  voted  to  volunteers  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  or,  what  is  equivalent  to 
them,  bounties  in  land,  and  that  for  a  war  in 
which  a  large  portion  of  those  volunteers  did  no 
service — on  that  principle,  as  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  has  said,  on  a  principle  of  State  poficy, 
as  an  encouragement  to  gallant  conduct,  as  a  gra- 
tuity, as  a  bounty  to  stand  upon  the  records  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates, given  under 
such  circumstances,  how  can  you  refuse  this? 
That  is  the  query  I  make. 

I  concede  the  correctness  of  the  argument  of 
gentlemen  aeainst  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  obli- 
gation;  but  1  consider  that  we  are  under  just  as 
much  obligation  to  pass  it  as  we  were  to  grant 
gratuities  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars' 
worth  of  property,  as  has  recently  been  done  with- 
out any  opposition  being  made  to  it.  It  cannot 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent.  It  can  form  no  great 
draft  on  the  Treasury;  and  I  think,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  will  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
estimation  in  which  the  Government  and  the  coun- 
try hold  meritorious  and  gallant  services.  It  is  in 
the  exercise  of  the  war  power  to  encourage  the 
spirit  of  gallantry,  chivalry,  and  ifevotion  to  the 
honor,  and  character,  and  interests  of  the  country, 
in  our  troops  and  soldiers,  and  in  our  seamen  and 
marines,  in  time  of  war.  1  know  honorable  gen- 
tlemen cannot  justify  the  extraordinary  pension 
system  which  we  have  reared  up  in  this  country 
without  any  previous  obligation,  except  on  that 
principle  for  which  1  contend.  On  an  occasion  of 
this  kind,  when  it  is  not  likely  to  be  drawn  into  a 
precedent,  or  form  any  great  draft  on  the  Treasury 
at  any  time,  why  may  you  not,  in  the  same  spirit, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  same  privilege,  under  the 
grant  of  the  war  power  in  the  Constitution,  vote 
in  favor  of  this  claim?  That  is  my  inclination, 
feeling,  and  sympathy,  without  disputing  at  all 
the  correctness  of  the  argument  of  the  Senators 
who  have  said  that  we  are  under  no  stricl  obliga- 
tion to  pay  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Thehonorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  has  alluded  to  the  encouragement  which 
the  payment  of  this  claim  will  give  to  the  gallantry 
and  bravery  of  the  seamen.  I  ask  him,  for  inform- 
ation simply,  whether  the  seamen  who  fought 
the  battle  on  board  the  General  Armstrong  will 
receive  any  money  under  this  biU? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 
I  have  read  the  report  of  the  state  of  the  cose 
merely. 

Mr.  SLIDELL.     It  is  forthe  officers  and  crew. 

Mr.  MALLORY.     Are  they  mentioned  ? 

Mr.  SLIDELL.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CLAY.  1  understand  there  is  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  Mr.  Marcy,on  file,  on  this 
subject.  I  should  like  to  hear  it  read, and  I  should 
like  to  ask  a  question  for  information;  for  I  do  not 
rise  to  make  a  speech.  1  want  information  to  di- 
rect my  vote.  According  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  ^few  York,  [Mr.SEWARo] 
all  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  if  he  presented  cor- 
rectly the  positions  assumed  by  them,  concede 
that  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  pan  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  the  claim.  He  said  that  it  was 
admitted,  as  I  understood  him,  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  bouiid  to  pay  it,  but  that  it  was 
right  to  do  BO?  I  should  like  him  to  explain  to 
me  what  that  means;  for  I  confess  I  do  not  com- 
prehend its  force.  1  have  always  supposed  that 
right  and  obligation  were  reciprocal;  and  if  the 
party  had  a  right  to  make  this  claim,  the  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  pay  it.  But  the  Senator  has 
refined  in  eihics  or  law  beyond  my  comprehension, 
by  saying  that  we  were  not  bound  to  pay  it,  but 
it  was  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  think  I  can  satisfy  my 
honorable  friend.  There  waa  once  a  trial  oftnre 
a  ooiirt  in  Ohio,  when  it  was  a  nev  State.    "rKe 


plaintiff  made  out  his  case,  which  was  a  claim  for 
a  considerable  amount  of  money.  After  the  plain- 
tiff's proof  had  been  given  in,  ihe  judge  said  to 
the  defendant's  counsel:  "This  seems  to  be  all 
right;  shall  we  order  a  verdict?"  "  No,  if  your 
honor  pleases;  I  have  a  defense  to  make."  "Oh! 
you  have  a  defense;  what  is  it?  Let  us  hesr  it." 
"  Well,  "said  the  counsel,"  if  your  honor  pleases, 
our  defense  is,  that  the  defendant  was  a  minor 
when  this  account  was  rendered."  "That  is 
your  defense,  is  it?"  said  the  judse,  "that  the 
defendant  was  a  minor — an  infant '"  "  Yes,  and 
I  believe,"  said  the  counsel,  "  that  that  is  a  good 
defense  in  this  court,  is  it  not?"  "Oh,  yes," 
said  the  judge;  "  I  think  it  is  a  good  defense;  but 
I  must  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  a  very 
mean  one."  [Laughter.]  So,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  had  my  note,  which  was  given  six  years 
ago,  I  might  plead  the  statute  of  limitations. 
Then  I  would  not  be  bound  to  pay  it;  but  still  I 
should  have  a  right  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be 
right  for  me  to  do  it.  And  so  I  think  with  regard 
to  this.  Whatever  it  is  right  for  a  man  to  do,  hf 
should  do,  whether  he  is  legally  bound  to  do  the 
right  or  not. 

There  is  a  moral  right  and  a  moral  obligation 
resting  on  the  Government  to  pay.  at  least  to  the 
amount  of  indemnification,  for  extraordinary  ser- 
vices performed,  and  extraordinary  losses  incurred, 
in  the  defense  of  the  country,  at  extraordinary 
risks,  and  with  extraordinary  sacrifices.  1  know 
no  other  reason  upon  which  I  could  ever  have 
voted  for  the  bounty  land  bills,  for  which  I  have 
voted,  to  give  extra  compensation  to  all  the  sol- 
diers of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  to  all  the 
soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  to  all  the  soldiers 
of  all  former  wars.  I  was  under  no  legal  obliga- 
tion, Congress  was  under  no  obligation  to  do  it; 
but  I  had  a  right  to  do  that  which  was  equitably 
and  morally  just.  Now,  I  do  not  know  any  rea- 
son why  we  should  pension  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Army  over  and  above  paying  them  in  full  of 
their  compensation,  and  give  them  bounty  lands 
besides;  and  when  a  privateer,  consisting  of  officers 
and  crew,  as  brave  and  true,  and  patriotic  as  any 
others,  come  here  and  represent  to  us  that  they 
were  ruined  in  the  most  gallant  naval  exploit  of 
the  whole  war,  say  that  we  are  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  pay  them  for  the  losses  they  sustained. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  now  understand  what  the  hon- 
orable Senator  meant;  and  I  discover,  as  I  sup- 
posed from  the  beginning,  that  my  embarrassment 
resulted  from  a  misapplication  of  words.  He 
meant  to  say,  as  I  suppose,  that  the  party  had 
not  a  legal  right — that  is,  a  right  existing  by  virtue 
of  public  law,  or  by  treaty,  or  by  constitutional 
law — but  a  moral  right;  and  that  there  was  a 
moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  pay,  but  no  legal  obligation,  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  word  "legal."  I  wish  to  know 
if  that  is  the  position  assumed  by  the  other  advo- 
cates of  this  bill? 

Mr.  SLIDELL.  Most  assuredly  not.  If  my 
friend  from  Alabama  had  read  the  report  of  tha 
Committee  in  Foreign  Relations,  (which,  I  now 
repeat,  was  a  unanimous  report,  made  after  very 
full  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  very  mature 
reflection  upon  it,  and  after  various  consultations,) 
he  would  have  seen  that  they  considered  that  on 
grounds  of  right — I  am  not  speaking  of  any 
appeal  to  the  generosity  of  Congress — there  was  a 
legal  obligation  existing  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  compensate  these  men  for  the  losses  they 
sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the  privateer  Gen- 
eral Armstrong.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  with  great  force,  and  with  great 
truth,  has  urged  grounds  appealing  to  our  equita- 
ble considerations. 

Gentlemen  may  very  well  vote  for  the  bill  on 
either  principle.  I  can  vote  for  it  on  both.  I 
think  it  is  one  of  the  most  meritorious  claims  that 
ever  has  presented  itself  to  Congress.  I  think  it 
appeals  more  strongly  to  the  chivalry  of  the  na- 
tion, to  the  generosity  of  Congress,  than  almost 
any  other  I  have  ever  heard  mode.  But  putting 
that  aside  entirely,  I  can  vote  for  it  on  purely  legal 
grounds.  I  think  the  course  of  conduct  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  such  as 
as  to  substitute  itself  for  the  Government  of  Por- 
tugal, to  place  it  in  exactly  the  same  position 
towards  the  claimants  of  the  brig  General  Arm- 
strong which  the  Government  of  Portugal  was 
in  before  the  rendition  of  the  arbitral  decision  by 
the  Empsror  of  Franos;  and  it  is  fully  bound  to 
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pay  the  whole  araooDt  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  i 
elaimanls.  | 

IIhvmie  lost  thfir  recourse  to  the  Government  i 
of  Portuj^l  hy  what  I  c..nc.eiv«  to  be,  if  not  the  | 
ill<t!iil,   at  lenKt  the    very  injudicious  act  of  the  i 
Government  of  the  United  Stairs,  I  ihink  they  [ 
anpeal  now  to  Congress  on  legal  erounds  whicn,  | 
to  my  mind,  are  impregnatile.    I  regret  that  I  can-  j 
not  convey  the  same  conviction   to  the  minds  of 
honorable  Senators.     I  ran  vote  for  the  bill  on 
both  ici'nunds  mentioned.     Stripped  of  all  legal 
grounds,  1  could  vote  for  it  on  the  ground  of  a 
compensation  fur   the  gallant   men    who   served 
tlieir  country. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  ought,  perhaps,  to  explain 
to  the  honorable  Senator  that  I  forbore  entering!' 
into  ihe  other  views  of  the  case  because  they  were 
entered  into  fully  by  oiher  honorable  gentlemen. 
1  staled  that  there  were  other  views  which  pre- 
srmed  themselves  to  my  consideration;  but  I 
agreed  with  those  gentlemen  in  llie  grounds  they 
took. 

Mr.  CL.AY.  Now,  I  should  like  to  have  the 
lettrrofMr.  Marcy  on  this  subject  read.  I  un- 
derstand it  is  here. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 


PiPARTHtsT  or  Stats,     ) 
Wi-nisaTOM,  FtliTuary  II,  l&M.  J 


Sis:  Tniir  Ipllrr  of  ihf!  7lh  iiitit.-iiit,  reqiipstiiig  itial  ihr 
roiniiiinef  on  F»>rflin  R«*l.ilintt3  may  he  rurrit:-hed  Wilh 
Snv  evidi'iic**  on  fili'  in  ihH  ni*|ij(rtm**lit  cntie  to  xliow  Ihnt 
the  CRDH  nflheOfiM'rnt  Annstrons  wan  n^t't-rrrd  (n  (tii;  nrhi 
trninenl  of  Ihe  PrfKidHiu  nt'  lite  French  Itepulitic,  ei>her 
afin^t  nr  u-Uhout  Ihe  ritn!<(;nl  n(  Ihc  cl'Uniants,  meellier 
will)  any  su»:;eriijnn  whtrli  I  m^y  Ihtiik  proper  in  nmkr  in 
reltiiroii  lo  Ihe  jnntire  of  Ihe  claim,  or  the  propriely  of  il« 
beina  altowtfil.  h:t^  heen  receiveil. 

From  an  exnniinaiion  of  the  filna  of  ihfi  Deparlinent.  it 
ap|H-nrs  ihal.pendins  Ihe  neffollalion^  which  lerniinale<l  in 
the  CMnve)itii>n  with  Pnrlu^al  <»f  1H.S1.  two  ?e|ier»i  were  nd- 
dreu'ed  In  Ihe  J»eeretary  ol"  Sinie  on  the  subject  of  Ihe  ref- 
erence of  the  Anii-lronc  claim  in  the  arhjir;iiinn  of  a  ihird 
Power,  one  dated  Aiikusi  98.  IPSO,  by  S.  C.  Reld,  "late 
couinianiler  of  Ihe  priva'eer  General  Ar.jislrong,"  and  Ihe 
olher  dated  September  h,  l&iO,  by  S.  i;.  Reld  Jr.,  "Mile 
and  only  an?lii»rized  apeni  of  Jbe  elaiiiiani*'"  in  ihp  rate. 
Cnpies  of  thetie  leiiun,  and  of  ttie  replieif  ihereto.are  btre- 

Wilh   incliitied. 

There  are  "cveral  oiher  letlerji  from  the  iaisl  named  iren 
lleinnn,  on  the  tsaine  snbjecl,  and  of  pnh^H-f^uenl  dale?", 
anions  Ihe  tilen  ol  lliw  Depnrlmeiit,  from  which  it  would 
Sfiiiear  thai  tlieelniiuHiiln  in  Iheca-ehad  acquiesced  in  llie 
deei«iiin  of  iheir  Onvernilielit  lo  aj*ree  lit  reler  Ihi'irclnini 
to  arhitrainent.  IfaflilTereni  opini.ni  was  enirrtaincd  by 
Ihem.  il  H,  al  h^ant,  cerlain  tbiir  iheir  nnllinrtzed  aceiri  did 
nol.  many  leiieia  lo  thid  Oeparltiteiil,  proleel  aKainal  that  j 
deci-lon,  or  iiiliniate  doubia  ad  tu  ila  propriely  or  expe-  | 
diency.  j 

Regardinc  the  claim  above  at! nded  to  an  definitely  settled,  ■ 
•o  lar  an  Ihin  Deparlmenl  !•«  cinicerned,  by  Ihe  decision  ol" ; 
Itie  artfiirr  to  whom,  by  inuTual  asreeinenl  of  Ihe  contract  : 
,ili|;  pnriten  lo  itie  conventi<Mi  ol  ltf.^1,  it  wai)  relerred,  [ 
coiueiveihal  I  cannot,  wiili'iui  necleclinff  very  Iniporlanl 
'and  pfestinB  hii-inenti,  devote  Hiiffiejeni  liine  to  Iheca-ie  10  1 
enable  nie  lu  inidrrniand  all  the  lacn*  in  rejfard  lo  it.  , 

1  canni:t  counten.ince  the  priiieiide.ihni  where  ihisCJov-  ■ 
crnntent  is  called  on  by  a  ci'izen  <if  tile  Hiiiled  l?lale»  lo 
Inrerpn-e  for  'lie  purpose  of  recnverinc  ejaim-*  nuaitinl  any  j 
other  Gtivernrneiii,  pfOpeedj>  in  good  faith  lor  ihai  purpose, 
and  tails  in  lis  ohji'ei,  or  ohiaiiiH  whiii  may  be  regarded  ai 
an  niailequate  indeinnily,  il  place,.  it.«eif  in  a  ■'iliiaimn  lo  be 
called  on  lo  pay  Itie  claiin^,  or  lo  nalixfy  Ihe  expeclallnnn  of 
chiiniants.  Our  Government  is  but  an  niiencin  nuch  case*;  i 
and  nnlena  il  ncis  ngnitft  ihe  exprensed  or  known  wishes 
of  ihose  who  have  invoked  its  inlerpoiMlinn,  II  doea  nol,  as 
1  conceive,  incur  aiiy  liahilily  whatever  |i>  ihe  claimants. 

I  have  the  buiior  to  be,  sir,  very  rcsperlfnlly,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  W.  L.  I»AR<>Y. 

IfoM.  J.  M.  Mason,  Chairman  o/fhe  Committee  on  For- 
9ifn  Helolioutf  Uinted  Slatrt  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  wish  merely  to  make  one 
remark  in  regard  to  that.  This  acquiescence,  as 
it  is  termed — that  is  to  say,  the  not  remonstrat- 
ing— occurred  afier  the  treaty  was  made.  After 
the  reference,  the  matier  had  been  settled  and  de- 
cided hy  the  Government,  and  it  was  not  within 
the  power  of  the  claimants  to  resist  any  longer,  j 
The  arbitration  was  made  without  iheir  consent.  I 
After  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  had  ratified 
the  trealv,  and  the  arbitrator  had  been  appointed,  | 
they  addressed  the  Department;  and  what  they 
said  in  the  address  then  I  suppose  must  consti- 
tute the  "nceiuiescence"  frqm  which  the  infer- 
ence is  drawn  that  they  accepted  it.  No  auch 
conclusion,  1  think, can  be  drawn. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  ! 
ordering  the  bill  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  ihird  read-  1 
ing,  resulted — yeas  12,  nays  21;  as  follows:  ] 

VEA-^-Messrs.  Alrhison,  Bayard,  nell,  Brown,  Clay- 
ton. Ond&e  of  Iiiwa,  Fool,  Gvv'in,  James,  Peltil,  Beward,  I 
and  Kli.h  II— 13. 

NAYS— .Mesfm.  Allen,  Chase.  Pawson.DfX'^n,  Oodje  of  i 
WI*eon»in,  Kvnns.  Fessend*-D.  FIU5pairick.Gever,Giliette, 
BwnliiM  PraiQ  Beokwsll,  SMJutTlauiaer,  CliMHIMoa  c>r ' 


Keniucky,Tonnjb«,Touccy,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Williami 
-21. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  .lONES.ofTennessee,  it  was 

Oirfered,  Thai  when  Ihe  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 
A  message  having  been  heretofore  received 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  announcing 
that  the  Speaker  had  s|;g;ned  a  joint  resolution 
giving  Ihe  consent  of  Congress  to  the  acceptance, 
by  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury,  of  the  Navy,  of  a 
gold  medal  from  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden; 
also,  n  bill  lo  authorize  the  issue  of  registers  to 
venaels  owned  by  the  Accessory  Transit  Com- 
pany, they  were  signed  by  the  President  pro 
tempore. 

OaVID  MTSRLE. 

Mr.  GWIN.  A  bill  passed  the  Senate  some 
weeks  ago  for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle,  and 
was  sent  to  the  House,  but  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bright,]  we  requested 
its  return  lo  us,  and  a  motion  is  now  pending  to 
reconsiderihe  vote  by  which  it  was  passed.  I  hope 
that  motion  will  be  considered,  ant)  the  bill  finally 
acted  upon  now.  This  is  probablyfthe  last  day 
this  session  on  which  we  shall  act  on  private  bills. 
I  therefore  hope  it  will  be  taken  up  and  voted  on. 

Mr.  STUAIIT.  The  Senator  from  California 
will  see  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  who  made 
the  motion  lo  reconsider,  is  not  present. 

Mr.  GWIN.  He  made  it  at  the  request  of 
another  Senator.  He  does  not  wish  to  participate 
in  the  discussion. 

Mr  S  rU  A  RT.  That  is  a  very  different  state- 
ment from  what  the  Senator  gave  me.  He  stated 
to  me  that  he  moved  the  reconsideration  with  a 
view  to  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  He  votedfor  thebill.and  ntored 
the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  STUART.     Iknowhedid. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Some  years  ago,  he  made  one 
of  the  best  speeches  in  favor  of  the  claim  that  1 
ever  heard;  and  I  do  not  think  he  is  a  gentleman 
who  generally  speaks  on  both  sides.  1  wish  lo 
have  the  question  decided.  I  wish  to  have  the 
bill  sent  to  the  House  at  this  session.  My  col- 
league upon  tbeCommitleeon  Naval  Affairs,  who 
reported  the  bill,  [Mr.  Thomson,  of  New  Jersey,] 
who  is  now  absent,  requested  meto  call  it  up,  and 
have  it  acted  upon.  I  have  not  a  word  to  say 
upon  it.     It  is  well  known  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  really  hope  the  Senator  from 
'California  will  not  press  his  molion  in  the  absence 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  I  am  cerlain,  from 
a  conversation  I  had  wilh  him,  that  he  desires  lo 
say  something  concerning  Ihe  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  is  not 
absent  from  the  building.  I  will  send  to  his  com- 
mittee room  for  him.  I  move  that  the  motion  lo 
reconsider  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  shall  have  to  tnove 
that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  ask  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  upon 
I  that  motion.  Here  is  a  question  that  has  been 
discussed  time  and  again  in  the  Senate.  Reject 
the  bill  or  pass  it;  it  is  not  material  with  me  which. 
I  hope  the  yeas  and  nays  will  be  given  on  the 
adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.'GWIN.     I  r.all  for  a  division  then. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmaHve  by  a  vote,  on  a  division,  of  ayes  33, 
noes  11; 

Anil  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  June  S3,  1654. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henrt  Sliceh. 
\      Thejournalofyesierday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  After  the  consideration  of 

I  the  private  bills  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  t  intend 

to  move  logo  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  on  the  Private  Calendar.     This  is  objeo* 

I  lion  day,  and  the  only  private  bill  day  upon  which 

we  can  do  anything  to  advantage. 

Mr.   HOUSTON.     1   wish  to   inquire  of  th« 

'  Cbair  if  lo-raorrov  it  not  obJe«tion  dayt  an4  if  wk 


cannot  postpone  the  coneideration  of  private  bilii 
till  then  .> 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rules  recognize  Fridayi 
only  as  objenion  days. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
to  get  through  wilh  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
this  week.  It  being  objection  day,  I  shall  not 
object  to  the  consideraiinn  of  private  bills,  but 
shall  try  and  get  a  meeiing  of  the  House  to-mor- 
row, so  that  we  may  finish  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
bHI. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Lask  the unanimoos  con- 
sent of  the  House  that  gentlemen  having  private 
bills  may  report  them  for  the  purpose  of  refer- 
ence, and  if  reached  to-day,  considered  in  the 
Commiiiee  of  ihe  Whole. 

TheSPEAKER.  Thegentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hendricks]  proposes  that  repoitsof  private 
bills,  such  as  will  give  rise  to  no  debate,  be  re- 
ceived now. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  la  it  intended  to  put  the 
bills  so  reported  upon  their  passage  to-day  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  remarked  that 
such  bills  only  as  gave  rise  to  no  debate  would 
be  received. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  would  say  to  thegen- 
tleman from  Virginia  that  this  is  objection  day, 
and  we  cannot  consider  bills  to  which  objection  is 
made. 

BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second  times  by 
their  title,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Joshua  Chamberlain,  deceased.  Referred  Co  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  register  to  the 
bark  Amelia,  by  the  name  of  Abby  Frances.  Re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  4he  relief  of  Urban  Stoll.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  DixoD.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  H  ENN.  I  ask  the  onanimoos  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resoluiion 
in  reference  to  the  esiablishment  of  some  post 
routes  in  the  Slate  of  Iowa. 

Rnoturil,  Thai  the  Cnnimillee  on  Ihr  Port  Office  end 
Pn»«t  Roads  be  requeued  lo  inquire  into  Ihe  ex)iediency  cjf 
e«lHblisliinc  llie  Itillowitig  poKi  roads  in  the  Hiale  of  Iowa  : 

Frnni  Dnhuque,  via  Fori  Dodge,  to  flanfent's  Bliiff- ; 

From  Adell,  via  Fanora  and  Ihc  conuly  sesu  of  All4ft- 
bon  and  Hhelhy  counties,  lo  .Magnolia ; 

From  Uutncy  lo  riarituta  ; 

Front  Lewis  lo  riarindn  ; 

From  Bormsboro%  via  llomrr,  10  Port  Uoi^  ; 

From  Bfwnsboro'  to  Adell ; 

From  Foil  Ues  .Moines  lo  Marietta ; 

Front  Qnincy  lo  Adair. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     I  object. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  it  vaa 

Orileretl,  That  the  pension  cej-tirtcate  In  the  ease  of 
Tlioinns  Brttnaiigli,  on  application  lor  increase  of  pension, 
be  withdrawn  from  llie  files  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose 
of  beiitf  returned  lo  the  petitioner. 

REPORTS  PROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.   I  would  inquire  if  all  the 

bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  have  been  disposed  of? 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes;  and  now,  by  the  unsni- 

mous  order  of  the  House,  reports  of  a   private 

character,  not  giving  rise  to  debate,  will  be  received. 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  call  committee* 

for  reports  of  private  bills,  beginning  wilh  the 

Coiruniliee  of  AVays  and  Means. 

'Mr.  FENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  the  following  bill;  which  was  read 
a  first  anil  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  t)ie  Whole  liouse,  and  ordered  to 
be  primed: 

A  bill  to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain  good* 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
San  Francisco. 

Mr.  DICK.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee 
for  Ihe  District  of  Columbia  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  incorporation  of  an  insurance  company  inibe 
city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Is  that  a.  private  bill?  I 
'  think  it  is  not. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     I  object  to  the  report. 
I      Mr.  HAMILTON.    This' is  a  local  bill,  anil 
I  in  order. 

I  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  doea  not  know 
what  is  in  the  body  of  the  bill.  If  it  is  for  ibe 
benefit  of  a  companv,  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of  a 
oompooy. 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  ihinka  it  cnn 
hardly  be  regnrded  as  r  private  bill,  in  the  sense 
in  which  (he  rule  in  unrienttood;  but  if  there  is 
DO  objeclion,  it  will  be  received. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.    Then  it  cannot  be  received. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STANTON,  ofTenneaiee, 
it  was 

OrJerei,  Th«t  the  Coininltt«e  on  the  Judiciary  be  dl«- 
ch»ra.d  rroin  Ihe  fiirlher  onn»idrrali()n  nf  ihi'  jniinnrial  "f 
Ui«  SiHle  of  VViNcnti>iii,  askin);  (or  itie  payment  nf  a  cfrtain 
claiiit  for  arreKtinf!  and  k('epiu|;  a  United  5»talei'  prisoner, 
losellier  wiUi  llit;  Hcciinipaiiyltii!  paptrsf.  cttiiiainiiie  an  fx- 
trad  from  therfcnrdsofihe  VmtrA  Slates  court  in  lliecai«f ; 
and  thai  (lie  same  do  lie  upon  tlie  table.       > 

Mr.  CORWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
oltttinnary  Claims,  reported  the  following  bill; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  lime  by  lis  title, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Underhill,  exec- 
utor of  Thomas  Underhill,  deceased. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  from  theCom- 
tniitee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Siephen  LiHz;  which  was  read  »  first  and 
second  time  by  its  liile,  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary have  instructed  me  to  report  back  Senate 
bill  No.  153,  "  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  in- 
terests of  the  United  Slates  to  a  certain  reservation 
•therein  mentioned,  and  to  confirm  the  title  of 
Charles  G.  Gunter. " 

This  bill,  I  suppose,  was  referred  lo  our  com- 
mittee iinon  the  idea  that  it  involved  a  question  of 
law.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
claimant  has  no  legal  claim  to  the  title.  It  may  be 
consistent,  however,  with  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to  per- 
mit him  to  enter  the  lands.  This  question,  how- 
ever, does  not  come  within  the  juri.sdiction  of  the 
Commi'-tee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  we  ask  therefore 
to  he  discharged  from  its  further  consideration, 
and  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims.     I  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  SHOWER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  their  respective  titles,  referred  to  «  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Everard  Meade; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Larkin 
Smith;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Lieutenant  Willes  Willison. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  sundry  petitions,  and  moved 
that  said  pelitioAs  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
priiiied.  • 

[A  messaee  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AsBt;Rr  Dickins,  Esq.,  their  Secrelary,  noii- 
fying  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed,  wiih  | 
RM  amendment,  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  316) 
••  to  amend  an  act  approved  September  27,  1850, 
to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Oregon, "&c.;and  also  theacl  amend- 
atory thereof,  approved  February  19,  JS53. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  and  reso- 
lution of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  (No.  413)  constituting  Madison,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  a  port  of  delivery;  and 

A  resolution  (No.  21)  in  relation  to  surgeons' I 
males  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  The caseson  which  adverse  I 
reports  are  made  without  written  reports,  I  hope  j 
may  be  sent  back  to  the  committee,  so  that  we 
may  have  written  reports.  We  ouglit  to  liavethe  i 
reasons  for  ihead verse  reports, so  thalolher  com-  | 
mitiees  mtiy  not  be  worried  at  the  next  session.     I 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  suljmit  I 
a  motion  to  recommit.*  I 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  do  sabmit  that  motion  ' 
■wiih  regard  to  adverse  reports  unaccofnppj;iBd  by  j 
wriiien  reasons.  I  hope  they  will  be  sent  hack.  1; 
think  that  it  is  due  to  the  House  the  committee  ! 
should  accompany  lb«ir  taporwiiii'  their  written  i 
reasons.  I 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table  takes  precedence  of  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order)  tuid  it  is  thie:  i  UHtferMaml  thht  the  orUeir 


of  the  House  was,  that  reports  of  bills  should  be 
received.  I  did  not  understand  thai  adverse  re- 
ports were  to  be  received  to-day.  I  thought  it 
was  the  purpose  to  get  bills  on  the  Calendar. 

The  SPEA KER.  The  understanding  was,  that 
commiitees  were  to  report  only  such  matters  of 
a  private  character  as  would  not  give  rise  to  de- 
bate. There  can  be  no  debate  on  this  proposi- 
tion; for  a  motion  is  made  to  lay  upon  the  table. 
If  the  House  refuses  to  lay  upon  the  table,  and 
debate  arises,  the  Chair  will  order  the  memorials 
back  to  the  committee.  In  every  case  where  there 
is  a  written  report  the  Chair  will  order  it  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SHOWER.  Is  there  any  rule  of  the 
House  requiring  written  reasons  for  adverse  re- 
ports* 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  soch  rale.  Still, 
if  the  House  refuse  to  lay  upon  the  table,  it  will 
be  competent  for  it  to  recommit. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Tellers  were  ordered  j  and  Messrs.  Fenton  and 
Cox  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  was  agreed  to,  the  tellers  having 
reported — ayes  68,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MAY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, made  adverse  reporls  in  the  cases  of  Pierre 
Merod  and  Joseph  Bogy,  heirs-at-law  of  Joseph 
Placy;  w*'ich  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MAY  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and(j 
George  Mattingly;  which  were  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  their  tiiles,  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHilWER,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Nathaniel  Reddick,  administrator  of  Richard  Tay- 
lor, deceased;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
lime  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUGHES,  it  was 
Ordereil,  That  the  Cnminiilfii  on  Privsie  Land  Clsims 
be  disehaiRed  from  llle  flintier  cnnsideralirm  of  the  petition 
of  Jolin  Bildin^,  anil  iliai  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mtltee  on  Invalid  PenifionB. 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Mr.  HUGHES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of 
John  McVeish  and  John  F.  McNeeley,  and  for 
the  relief  of  William  Curran;  which  were  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Houie,  and  oi'dered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HILLYER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  the  following  bills;  which  were  read 
a  first  tiixt  second  time  by  their  lilies,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  lo 
be  printed: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  S.  More; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Gaaa; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosale  Caxillo; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  S.  Laughery; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  Wheal  and  his 
legal  renreseniatives;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  J.  Jerould, 
assignee  of  the  interest  of  Henry  Richards. 

Mr.  HILLYER,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  following  bills  of  ihe 
Senate,  reported  them  back  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  they  do  pass;  and  ihey  were  referred  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

Bill  ^No.  23)  to  confirm  the  claim  of  William 
H.  Henderson  and  the  heirs  of  Robert  Hender- 
son to  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  Bastrop 
grant; 

Btll  (No.  373)10  ascertain  and  adjust  lilies  to 
certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  and 
Bill  (No.  26)  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Baldwin. 
Mr.  H.  a!jo,from  the  samecommitiee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  in  the  case  of  the-  petition  of 
Benjiimin  C.  Cook. 
Ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  samecommitiee,  reported 
back  Senate  bill  (No.  297)  for  the  relief  of  Syl- 
vanus  Culver,  with  a  recommendation  that  ii  do 
not  pass. 

Laid  upqn  the  ^ble,  i^ntl.  togetker  with  there-  i 
pbrl,  orif^retl  to  be  prtnl'ed.  j 


Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  the  following  Senate  bills,  with  a  recom- 
mendation ihat  they  do  pass;  which  were  referred 
to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

S.  No.  329.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
D.  Jennine»;  and 

S.  No.  330.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Juan  M. 
Luco  and  Jos*  L.  Luro. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  relerred  the  petition  of  William  J.  iMcElhen- 
ny,  E.  P.  Mathews,  and  Laurence  Kribben,  re- 
purled  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  lille,  referred  to  a  Commiiiee 
of  Ihe  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  bepiinteil. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back  the 
following  Senate  bill,  (No.  23,)  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass: 

An  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Louis- 
iana in  the  Bastrop  gram. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  to  make  a  statement  of  this 
claim,  which  statement  will  not  occupy  more  than 
five  minutes.  The  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  have  recommended  to  the  House  that  ihie 
bill  be  now  put  upon  its  passage.  I  wish  to  make 
a  siaiemenl  lo  the  House  to  hhow  the  importance 
of  immediate  action  in  regard  to  it. 

The  Bastrop  claim,  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana, 
was  a  grant  made  by  ihe  Spanish  Govemment, 
when  It  owned  that  territory,  lo  Bijron  De  Bastrop, 
upon  certain  conditions;  and  among  them  was  one 
requiring  him  to  people  that  terriuiry  with  a  cer- 
tain number  of  citizens.  He  went  upon  iHI  grant, 
and  fulfilled  the  condition.  Those  (>ersons  who 
are  now  asking  for  relief  are  the  persons  who 
hold  under  the  people  whom  the  Baron  De  Bastrop 
earried  there  under  this  agreement  wilfi  theSjian- 
ish  Government. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Qovernment  of 
the  Onited  Slates  authorized  a  suit  to  be  brougHt 
by  the  claimants  of  the  British  grant  against  thi 
Government  for  this  claim;  that  the  Supremi 
Couri  of  the  United  States  very  lately  decided  this 
claim  to  be  illegal,  and  that  the  land  belonged  to 
the  Government.  A  bill  has  been  passed  for  the 
relief  of  the  actual  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the 
grant.  Congress  authorized  by  law,  in  1P5I, 
commissioners,  composed  of  the  receiver  and  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  at  the  town  of  Monro*, 
to  examine  the  lille  ol  these  people,  and  report 
upon  it.  Congress  laying  down  certain  princifflee 
by  which  they  should  be  governed.  The  com- 
missioners have  made  their  report.  They  have 
recommended,  under  the  principles  authorized  bjr 
law,  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims. 

The  object  of  this  bill,  which  has  passed  the 
Senate,  is  lo  confirm  the  report  of  those  commis- 
sioners. The  effect  of  it  will  be  to  enable  the 
Government  to  confirm  such  titles  as  the  commis- 
sion have  reported  favorably  upon,  and  bring 
the  remainder  of  the  lands  into  market.  That  is 
the  only  object;  and  permit  me  here  to  say,  that  I 
have  examined  ihe  lesiimony  presented  in  the  < 
report  of  the  commissioners,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  every  one  of  ihem  ought  to  be  confirmed, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1851.  A  great  many  of  the  claims  were  rtjected 
because  they  did  not  come  within  the  provisions 
of  that  law, 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass  at 
once,  because  it  will  enable  ihe  Government  to 
convey  ihose  lands  to  iheclaimanla,  and  to  bring 
the  others  into  market.  These  lands  are  located 
in  ifie  richest  portion  of  Louisiana,  and  will  therei- 
fore  become  very  valuable  to  ihe  Government. 

Mr  SMITH,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  not  delain 
the  House  further  than  lo  confirm  the  statement 
of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.  I'hia  bill  hat 
passed  the  Senate,  and  should  be  passed  by  the 
House  at  once.     I  move  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  want  to  know  how  thii 
bill  came  before  llie  House  for  debute  .' 

The  SPEAKER,  The  House  indulged  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  in  making  a  staiemcnt 
in  reference  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland  will  not  object  to  the  bill.  It  i«  for  Ih^ 
benefit  of  a  community  which  is  entitled  lo  relief. 
We  have  full  and  sufficient  informniion  in  re'er- 
ence  loll,  and  I  hupetliM'fe  will  be  00  omcciioD  lo 
its  bDnsiilbratipB'. 
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The  previous  question  waa  Beconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  lo  be  put. 

The  bill  wtia  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
read  a  third  time. 

It  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  m  ixleruo. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana.     I  move  to  recon- 
■ider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
I  that  that  motion  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Irttler  motion  was  agreed  to.' 

Mr.  NICHOLS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 

taie  Land   Claims,  reported  the  following  bill; 

I  >vhich  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 

title,  as  follows,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  school 
township  forty-five,  range  on*,  in  Warren  county, 
Missouri. 

Mr.  N.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  bills  of  the'followins  titles;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

H.  R.  No.  299.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Pine 
Grove  Academy,  in  Louisiana; 

S.  No.  167.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Canpan;  and 

S.  No.  29C.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manuel 
;  Hernandez. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
order  of  the  House  referring  the  bill  reported  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fenton,] 
to  remit  duties  on  certain  goods  destroyed  by  fire 
in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  to 
«  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  that  the  bill 
may  bgcommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  bill  of  a  public 
and  very  important  nature.  It  has  heretofore 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union,  and  ought  now  to  lake  the 
■ame  direction. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  rule,  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  House,  which  was  ufiani- 
mously  made,  that  if  the  motion  to  reconsider  give 
rise  to  debate,  it  must  lie  over  until  jinother  time. 

Several  members  proposed  to  debate  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  object  to  all  further 
debate. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  should  have  objected  in 
time,  had  I  known  what  the  bill  was. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
will  be  entered;  it  must  lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  do  not  know  that  it  comes 
vwthin  the  order  by  which  the  House  allowed  pri- 
vate bills  to  be  reported. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  having  been  dis- 
posed of  under  the  order  of  the  House,  the  Chair 
thinks  that  it  can  only  be  reached  by  reconsidera- 
tion. The  motion  to  reconsider  will  be  entered, 
and  may  be  called  up  to-morrow,  or  any  other 
lime  except  the  present. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  reported  the  bill  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  merely  of  a  private  char- 
acter.   I  am  still  of  the  same  impression. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  entered  on  the 
Journal. 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AfTairs,  reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of 
Simeon  Buckre;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FAULKNER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflairs,  reported  back  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  with  the  recommendation  that  they 
do  pass;  which  were  referred  lo  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

S.  No.  170.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Helen 
Mackay,  administratrix  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Eneas  Mackay,  late  a  deputy  quartermaster  in 
the  United  Slates  Army; 

S.  No.  189.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Celia 
F.  B.  Cochrane,  widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
Colonel  C.  E.  Cochrane,  United  States  Army  ;and 

S.  No.  206.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  execu- 
trix of  the  late  Brevet  Colonel  A.  C.  W.  Fanning, 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

No.  250.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Claude 
Jones;  and 

No.  285.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Brigadier  General  Richard  B.  Mason. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FAULKNER,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  New  Mexico,  asking  the 
reiistablishment  of  Fort  Atchison;  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  ETHERIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  AlTairs,  reported  thefollowingbill;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  it*  title,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  ih*  Whole  Hous*,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  properly 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,^' approved  March  3,  1849. 

Mr.  LIN  OLE  Y.  I  desire  to  put  the  bill  just 
reported  upon  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already  an- 
nounced its  reference.  By  unanimous  consent 
the  bill  will  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Unanimous  consent  is 
not  given. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  would  inquire  whether 
the  proper  destination  of  that  bill  is  not  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  had  doubts  as 
to  whether  it  would  properly  come  under  the  head 
of  private  bills. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  An  improper  direction  has 
been  given  to  this  bill,  and  1  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent  th« 
bill  may  be  returned  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  the  proper 
direction  would  be  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  have  it 
printed,  so  that  we  may  see  what  it  is. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committfeof  the  Whole  House.  Some 
gentlemen  propose  to  return  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee that  reported  it,  upon  the  ground  that  it  is 
not  a  private  bill.  Others  suggest,  that  il  should 
be  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stateof  the  Union,  and  that  it  be  printed.  Is  it 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  aiaii  of  the 
Union? 

Mr.  COBB.     I  object  to  that  reference. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  it  can  be  reached  only 
by  reconsideration. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  know  nothing  myself 
about  the  bill,  as  it  is  one  which  I  reported  at  the 
instance  of  Colonel  Bisiell,  and  which  he  handed 
10  me  before  he  fell  sick.  As  he  is  now  unable  to 
be  in  his  seat,  and  as,  perhaps,  in  view  of  some 
suggestions  made  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  it  would 
be  better  to  have  it  re-referred  to  the  committee,  I 
ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  there- 
fore, to  have  it  so  returned. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  ZOLLICOFFER.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  report  back  the 
following  bill  from  the  Senate,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  pass: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Gondfr,  jr.,  and 
John  Duff. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  This  bill  involves  merely 
a  question  of  ec|uity.  I  hope,  therefore,  il  will  be 
now  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object.  It  in- 
volves the  question  of  non-compliance  with  a  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  beg  pardon,  but  the  cir- 
cumstance is  a  simple  one. 

The  SPEAKER.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  I  desire  to  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  lake  up  a  bill,  which  has  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  would  be  a  d*vio- 
lion  from  the  rule;  and  I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  It  is  merely  a  land  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  objected  lo  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana;  and  the  bill  cannot  now  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
KciTT,]  who  a  few  days  ago  presented  a  minor- 
ity report  from  the  select  committee,  I  yester- 
day made  a  motion  lo  reconsider  the  vole  by 
which  that  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  My 
purpose  in  making  that  motion  was  simply  to 
afford  the  honorable  gentleman  (in  opportunity  of 


withdrawing  a  paper  which  he  had  filed  and  made 
part  of  the  report  inadvertently.  I  understand 
that  he  desire*  to  withdraw  the  paper  in  question; 
and  if  unanimous  consent  be  given  to  him  for  that 
purpose,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  gentleman  &om 
South  Carolina  was  allowed  to  withdraw  the 
paper  referred  to. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Then  I  ask  to  withdraw  my 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  that  mi- 
nority report  was  referred. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ih* 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  Baggerly ,  widow 
of  David  Baggerly,  deceased. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass,  the  following  Sena'e  bill;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

S.  No.  108.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca 
Freeman. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the  following 
Senate  bills;  which  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

S.  No.  241.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Wormsley. 

S.  No.  223.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Carl- 
ton; and 

S.  No.  340.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Cran- 
dall. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  their  respective  titles,  referred  as 
indicated  below,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  reprneniativea 
of  Lieutenant  Francis  Ware.  Referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
continue  half  pay  tocertain  widows  and  orphans." 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union. 

A  bill  for  an  act  in  addition  to  certain  acts 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  sol- 
diers wno  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  ser» 
vice  of  the  United  Stales.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Cnion. 

Mr.  ROWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revola- 
tionary  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  upoa 
the  petition  and  papers  of  Mary  Boyd,  askin't 
pension  as  the  widow  of  John  Boyd,  a  revolu- 
tionary soldier;  which,  with  t|)e  report,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  the  following 
bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  timebym 
title,  referred  toaCommitteeof  the  Whole  HoUM, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Capers. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  in  the  following cjises;  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

The  petition  of  Martha  Scott,  widow  of  Samad 
Scott; 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Ross,  of  Ohio;  and 

The  petition  of  the  children  of  Robert  McNeil 
and  Sarah  his  wife. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EDMUNDSON,  it  was  also 

Ordrreii,  Thnt  the  Oomniillee  on  Rt^voluiionarjr  PennnM 
be  disrharced  from  ihe  furltier  con^id'-nlion  of' The  p«ntioD 
of  Julian  Itelfnger'a  heir^,  prayinc  lor  hounly  land  iin4«T 
reaolulinn  of  Coiieret^  of  .\ii|tu»t  14,  177G,  and  rrtolatios 
of  May  15.  1778,  and  that  llie  aaine  Iw  rafcrred  to  xbt  Cum- 
mittee  on  Revolnlionarj*  Claimi". 

Oh  motion  by  Mr^  MIDDLESWARTH,  it  was 
Ordertd,  That  the  Commiltec  on  Rpvolutionary  Pen«ioM 
be  dlHchar|;cd  from  ttie  funlier  coniiidftralion  of  the  prlilioa 
of  John  Sherhurn,  heir  of  Sherburn  Horton,  of  Portsmoulb, 
New  Hampshire,  for  a  pension,  and  Ihai  tbe  aame  do  lie 
upon  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  was  not  present  when  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  was  called, 
and  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to 
report  from  that  committee  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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Mr.  OLDS.    That  is  not  a  private  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  received  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Tliere  beins;  no  objection,  the  bill  wa«  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PARKER.     I  was  not  present  when  the 
Commiliee  on   the  Judiciary  was  called.     I  osk 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Calesby  Jones,  i 
surety  for  a  former  postmaster  of  Norfolk,  Vir-  I 
ginia. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  was  read 
B  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a 
Commiuee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  j 
be  printed. 

Mr.  GOODE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  report  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  a  bill  "  to  prevent  mischief, 
and  to  protect  property  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia." 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  is  not  a  private  bill,  i 
I  object. 

iVfr.  GOODE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  objection.  I  only  desire  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Well,  sir,  1  will  with- 
draw the  objection  in  this  case;  but  I  give  notice 
that  I  will  not  in  any  other  of  a  like  character. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  bill  wasaccord- 
inply  referred. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,of  New  York.  I  asktheunan- 
imous  consent  of  the  House  to  report  from  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  a  bill  to 
incorporate  the  mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
in  the  Di.itrict  of  Columbia.  | 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  That  is  not  a  private  bill. 
I  object  to  its  reception.  , 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  object  to  anything  that  j 
is  not  in  the  regutar  order  of  business. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINDLEY,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliatlho  Conimiltceon  Rrvolulinnary  PcniionB 
be  discharged  from  the  furllicr  consideration  of  ihe  memo- 
rial or  the  heirs  ofEpaphrad  Uipley,  of  Vermont,  an  insane 
applicant  for  a  revolutionary  pension,  and  tliat  the  same 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  which;  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  by  its  title,  as  follows,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  report,  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wright,  jr.,  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed adversely  on  the  following  petitions  and  me- 
morials, which  were  laid  upon  the  table: 

Petition  of  James  Chambers,  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  correction  of  an  error  in  the  date 
of  the  commencement  of  his  invalid  pension; 

Petition  of  Charles  H.  Robinson; 

Petition  of  Isajic  Plummer; 

Memorial  of  William  Guinard,  who  was  a  sea- 
man in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  engaged 
in  the  war  with  Mexico,  praying  that  an  increase 
of  pension  may  be  granted  to  him,  having  lost  his 
right  arm  from  the  premature  discharge  of  a  can- 
non on  board  the  United  States  schooner  Taney; 

Petition  of  Benjamin  Cres.sey,  praying  for  a 
pension  as  an  invalid  seaman,  from  wounds  receiv- 
ed during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain; 

Petition  of  Eli  Donlevy,  praying  for  pecuniary 
aid  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of  his  eyes,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  naval 
station  of  Brooklyn; 

Petition  of  Stephen  Connor,  praying  to  be  paid 
arrears  of  pension; 

Petition  of  Mathew  Wieford,  for  increase  of 
pension; 

Petition  of  William  Young,  for  additional  com- 
pensation fiif  injuries  received  in  the  war  of  1812; 

Petition  of  P.  W.  Raliorg,  of  Captain  Walker's 
company  of  Mounted  Rifles,  who  was  woundeJ  in 
the  battle  of  Huamantia,  Mexico,  for  increase  of 
pension; 

Petition  of  Major  William  Keller,  of  Maryland, 
for  an  increase  of  pension; 

Petition  of  Washington  Porter,  for  invalid  pen- 
sion; 

Petition  of  Edward  Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  pray- 
ing Congress  for  back  pension;  and 

Evidence  in  support  of  William  Wilson's  appli- 
cation for  an  incr«as«  of  his  pension  as  an  invalid. 


Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  bill  of  the  following  title,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass;  which  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

S.  No.  281.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Miller. 

Mr.  ASHE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  as  follows,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Plouse,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  report,  ordered  to  he  printed: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  E.  Simonds. 
Mr.  VAIL.from  the  Committeeon  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, reported  bills,  which  were  severally  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  as  follows, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  reports,  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Morse,  of  Essex, 
Chilifenden  county,  Vermont; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Call;  and 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Sigler. 
Mr.  V.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
adversely  on  the  following  petitions;  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
reports,  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Petition  of  Samuel  Cleveland;  and 
Petition  of  George  blake,  of  Niagara  county, 
New  York,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  for  in- 
valid pension. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  wish  now  to  call  up  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah 
M.  Smith"  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  in  order 
will  be,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  coinmiited  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.'" 

Mr.  OLDS.  Have  I  the  power  to  withdraw 
the  motion  to  commit? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  not.  If 
'flo  objection  is  made,  the  motion  to  commit  will  be 
withilrawn. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  reading  of  the  report  made 
upon  the  bill  in  the  Senate  will  explain  the  whole 
matter. 
The  report  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 
Mr.  OLDS.  The  whole  matter  is  slated  very 
simply  and  briefly  in  the  report  just  read.  These 
gentlemen  bid  for  several  routes  in  Texas.  Among 
the  number  of  routes  which  they  received  were 
three  routes,  which  proved  to  be  about  fifty  miles 
longer  than  they  wereadvertised  at,  inconsequence 
of  which  they  refused  to  perform  service  upon 
them.  The  Department  withheld  payment  for 
their  services  upon  other  routes  because  they 
did  not  perform  services  upon  these  three  routes. 
Mr.  GROW.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  being  "  Shall 
ihe  bill  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House?" 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  On  that  question  I  call 
for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Wheeler  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  53;  not  a  sufficient  number. 
[Cries  of  "  Count  the  other  side!"] 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.      There  is  not  a 
quorum  present. 

The  SPEAKER.  "The  Chair  will  ascertain 
whether  there  is  or  not. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  1  call  for  a 
vote  of  the  other  aide. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  move 
that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  not  in  order. 
After  a  count,  the  Chair  announced  that  there 
were  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  members  in 
their,  seats. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  All  those  who  sit 
still  in  their  seats,  and  do  not  vote  at  all,  are 
counted  for  the  negative.  That  is  not  right. 
Members  may  be  in  their  seats,  and  not  vote  at 
all. 


Mr.  GROW.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EWING.  1  do  not  know  that  there  would 
be  this  contest  were  it  not  for  my  motion;  and  as 
I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  cause  it,  I  could  in 
one  moment,  if  permitted,  explain  to  the  House 
the  nature  of  (he  motion.  Half  the  House  seems 
to  misunderstand  the  matter,  and  if  no  gentleman 
objects,  I  will  briefly  explain  it.  I  simply  wish  lo 
remind  the  House  that  the  House,  aa  many  will 
remember,  referred  this  bill,  because  they  desired 
to  have  it  investigated.  The  question  was,  whether 
it  should  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  or 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads.  Those  who  were  present  will  remember 
that  the  House  desired  only  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  atid  Post  Roads  should  examine 
it  and  make  a  report,  there  then  being  no  report. 
It  was  a  Senate  bill,  and  had  passed  that  body 
twice,  but  was  lost  in  the  last  Congress  in  conse- 
quence of  delay  of  business.  The  House  decided 
that  it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  instead  of  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House.  Well,  now,  while  I  was 
absent  the  chairman  of  the  Committeeon  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  had  it  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Houae.  Being  informed  of 
that,  I  made  a  motion  to  reconsider  that  reference, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
leave  was  given  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion 
to  refer.  "The  friends  of  the  bill  would  still  be 
defeating  their  own  purposes  if  they  were  now  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
after  first  sending  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads.  , 

I  have  had  no  conference  with  that  committee, 
or  with  any  member  upon  it.  I  left  the  proof  in 
their  hands,  and  they  considered  that  there  was 
no  valid  objection  to  the  bill;  and  I  sim|ily  wish 
the  House  now  to  carry  out  the  general  under- 
standing then  had,  and  to  act  upon  the  bill  now. 
It  makes  nci  appropriation,  but  only  provides  for 
the  remission  of  a  fine. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  if 
this  is  the  sairie  bill  which  the  House  defeased 
once  this  session  ? 

Mr.  EWING.  I  have  tried  fortwo  Congresses 
to  get  the  House  to  act  upon  it  in  some  shape  or 
other;  but  there  area  few  gentlemen  who  seem  to 
persist  in  putting  it  off. 

Mr.  GROW.  Is  it  the  same  bill  to  which  Mr. 
Sage  made  objection  some  time  since  ? 

Mr.  EWING.  It  is  thesame  bill;  but  the  gen- 
tleman will  recollect  the  history  of  that  matter, 
and  that,  contrary  to  my  wish,  it  was  referred  to 
a  committee,  the  House  refusing  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  had  rather  have  the 
paternity  of  half  a  dozen  Nebraska  bills  than  one 
private  bill  for  the 'remission  of  a  fine.  It  passed 
through  the  Senate  twice,  and  has  come  here.  I 
have  been  laboring  for  no  other  purpose  than, 
after  having  it  investigated  by  the  committee,  to 
get  the  House  to  act  upon  it.  But  it  is  movetl 
now  to  recommit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House:  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  wish  sifhply  to  say,  that  Mr. 
Sase,  who  seemed  to  understand  this  matter  when 
it  wiis  under  discussion  before,  had  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General  read.  Perhaps  that  letter 
might  throw  a  little  light  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  EWINO.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman,  I 
will  say,  that  those  who  compose  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  are  the  same  individuals 
who  are  now  here.  Gentlemen  will  remember 
that  this  bill  was  thoroughly  dLicussed  when  it 
was  last  before  us,  and  occupied  more  of  the 
attention  of  the  House  than  I  desired.  That  letter 
was  then  read;  and  I  will  state  to  the  Houae  its 
contents,  as  briefly  as  possible,  if  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me;  and  I  shall  thereby  save  the  time 
of  the  House.  The  Poat  Oflice  Department  ad- 
vertised the  routes  shorter  than  they  proved  to  be. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sage)  goes 
to  the  Department,  and  gets  some  information 
from  the  clerks,  and  also  gets  a  letter  from  the 
some  Department.  The  letter  states  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  then  present  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, the  routes  are  not  so  long  as  the  proof  in 
the  case  shows  them  to  be;  but  it  allows  that  they 
are  a  good  deal  longer  than  was  stated  in  the  aa- 
vertisement.  That  is  the  substance  of  the  letter. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Grow] 
was  kind  enough,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  call 
the  previous  question  upon  the  matter,  af^er  he 
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Mr.  JONEJS,  of  Tenneasee. 
call  for  the  jtaa  lunii  mya. 


haiJ  mode  a  <ip»fch,  and  thereby  out  me  off  ffom 
mttkrns  an  explanaiinn. 

Mr.  GROW.  It  is  true  thai  when  ihis  bill  Uras 
up  enme  lii^  a^n,  I  had  n  word  in-say  upon  it. 

Mr.  JONfc:S,of  Tennessee.  Before  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennaylvania  dubmiis  his  remarks,  I 
deaire  lo  augseat  an  amendment  to  the  gencleman 
from  Keniucky:  lo  strike  out,  in  the  secoird  line,  ! 
the  words  "and  directed,"  and  insert  "in  hia 
disTfiion."     It  now  reads! 

Thn!  tiif  PfwmnMfT  Oou^taX  be,  and  h»»  ii»  hereby,  au 
thoriKrd  and  Jirecled  to  cau«e  Juiue*  JelTne*  and  Jervuiiali 
M.  f^llllllt,  &c. 

If  amended,  it  will  read: 

Thai  the  Pofdmaxttr  Geiirral  be.  and  be  U  heraby,  au 
thi>r>£i*d,  in  Au  imretion,  (o  cauite,  &c. 

I  aak  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  accept 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  ask  thegentleman  from  Ten-  . 
nessee  if  ihat  will  remove  all  objection  to  the  bill .'  • 

Mr.  JONES.  If  that  amendment  be  made,  I  i 
will  not  then  object  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING.  Then  I  will  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

TheSPEAKER.  TheChairwill  slalethat  the  ' 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  no  power  to  accept  I 
an  amendment;  and  that,  at  thi«  ata^e  of  the  pro-  j 
ceedmgs,  it  can  only  be  made  by  the  unanimous  i 
conaeni  of  the  House.  | 

Mr  J0.NE3.  I  lake  it  for  granted  that  if  the 
gentleman  from  Keniucky  doea  notobject,  no  one 
else  will.  If  the  Postmaster  General  thinks  the 
peiiiiori  ought  to  be  Rranted,  I  have  no  objection. 

There  waa  no  objection;  and  the  amendment 
was  accordingly  inaeried  in  the  bill. 

Mr.'GROW.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a 
ainirle  word  to  say. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  object  to  all  further 
debate. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  thought  I  had  the  floor  by  the 
consent  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  objec- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  comes  loo  late, 
BO  far  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  con- 
cerned. 

\lr.  GROW.  There  are  a  larsie  number  of 
eases  upon  the  Private  Calendar  of  at  least  equal 
merit  with  this. 

Mr.  EWING.  How  does  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  obtain  possession  of  the  floor? 

TheSPEAKER.  The  House  accorded  it  to 
him  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  EWING.  Well,  sir,  if  I  had  been  aware 
of  the  fact  at  the  time,  I  should  have  olyecied. 
The  genileman  made  a  speech  against  the  bill  the 
other  day,  and  then  moved  the  previous  Question, 
although  I  requested  him  to  withdraw  it.  If  it 
i<  in  my  power  to  object,  I  do  so. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  Then  1  shall  move  to  lay 
the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania is  entitlid  to  the  floor,^nd  it  is  too  late 
to  object.  [ 

Mr.  GROW.  When  this  bill  wna  before  the  \ 
House  on  a  former  occasion,  the  gentleman  from 
Keniucky  made  a  sf*ech,  and  then  called  the 
previous  question  upon  it.  I  appealed  to  him  to  ' 
withdraw  it  for  a  moment  in  my  favor,  and  1 
promised  to  renew  it.  He  refused;  but  when  I 
nad  obtained  the  floor,  and  had  called  the  pre- 
vious question,  he  asked  of  me  the  same  courtesy 
that  he  hud  refused  to  extend  to  me.  So  that  if 
there  is  any  complaint  to  be  made,  I  think  it  is  I 
who  should  make  it. 

But,  sir,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  this  bill  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  usual  course  of  proceedings. 
It  has  no  more  merit  in  itthan  a  great  many  other 
bills  upon  your  ['rivaie  Calendar.     If  these  con- 
iraciora  have  sull'ered,  it  is  their  own   fault,  and 
not  the  fault  of  the  Government.   They  knew,  or  ' 
they  should  have  known,  what  service  was  required 
before  they  took  the  contract.     But  i  do  not  pro- 
pose to  argue  the  merits  of  the  claim.     My  great 
objection  U  to  taking  thia  bill  out  of  its  regular 
ordec  upon  the  Calendar,  and  giving  it  preference  ! 
in  our  action  u  pon  it  over  other  bills  there  of  equal  j 
merit. 

Mr.  EWING.  Justone  word.  This  bill  is 
not  upon  the  Private  Calendar.  It  is  before  the 
House,  and  upon  its  paasage.  The  remarks  of  the 
genileman  are  therefore  wholly  irrelevant  and  in- 
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TheSPEAKER.  The  yens  and  nays  have 
been  ordered,  and  cannot  be  withdrawn,  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  WHEELER.     I  object 

The  queaiion  now  being  upon  recommitting  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  it  waa 
taken;  and  the  motion  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  34,  nays  90;  as  follows: 

YF, A3— .Mp»sr«.  Tliiiman  H.  Riiyly,  Ball,  Relclier,  Caf- 
p*>iui!r,  rriH'kf-r,  1,'ulloin.  Hiclt,  KlIiMin,  Fuller,  Otdditi;^, 
i;n»w,  Hastliie',  Hoiii«ion,  Daniel  1'.  Jnne?,  Knox,  I.etrlicr, 
Mcdtlliicli,  Matlr!<on,  Million,  Nnrinfi,  I'nrkcr,  PeniiinK- 
lon,  [Ijflinp  Pfikins.  Phctp-',  PrnO,  Pnnitlc,  Heady,  Rowk, 
RulHii,  Willlnnl  K.  diuith,  Ticiilt,  VVadi',Elllha  B.  Wnsh- 
burnr.  and  VVVIIs— 31. 

NAYS — >le>4Krii.  Jame^C.  Allen.  Aflir,  David  J.  BaMey, 
Oarry,  Bkiuhmi,  Uenton,  llrecktnridif*',  CanilherM,  t^ai^kie, 
l.Mmniticrlairi,  l.'hiitnjicr,  ni.a<iairi,  Chritfiii:iri,  Clilirchwell, 
Ontib.Corwin,  Cnx.Thninas  Daviis,  He  Win,  Kdninndsnn, 
'riionift^  D.  Klliil,  Kiiflli^li,  Kill  rnt^e,  Ewinfi,  Farley, 
Faulkner,  Florence,  Giaale,  lireenwiMid,  Andrew  J.  Mar- 
Ian,  Sainptnn  VV.  it;irris,  Wiley  P.  Ilarrisi,  Hendrlcka, 
Henii,  II III,  llillver,  Hnwe,  H uglier.  Hunt,  Jnlin8nn,Genree 
W.  JoiieF,  J.  Olanc>  Jiiiiesi,  Riiland  Jnne^,  Keili,  Kiittz, 
Linuib,  Lailiani,  Lindley,  Lindi*ley,  McOnuipill.  .Maey, 
.Maxwell,  Mayall,  Middl'-iiwarth,  :?iiiit(i  Miller,  .Murijan, 
Nil  ll»U,  NiiWe,  Old",  Andrevf  Oliver,  Orr,  Peck,  Peckhani, 
P.iwell,  Pr»'-lon,  Davnl  Ritchie,  KubbitiH,  Sabiii,  .-^app, 
Sewiird,  Sliaiin«iii,S:iaw.  SiiiRleton,  Skehnii.Gertii  Sinllli, 
VVilliain  rtniltti,  Frederick  P.  HlaiiTnn,  tle^tn^  L.  Hlevena, 
8lraiib,  UavntSiiiafI,  Jiilin  J.  1'nylor.  Nullniidel  O.Taylfir, 

TliuM V:iii,tVnli'h,jMliuWeiilwa(Ui,  Wheeler,  VVllle, 

Yates,  and  Znlliccitrer— 9U. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
and    was  accordingly   read  the  third   time,  and 

Mr.  EWING  moved  that  the  vole  by  which 
the  bill  was  passed  be  reconsidered;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  upon 
the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  Before  that  motion  is  put,  I 
ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Claims  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Frazer,and  the  administrator  of  theestate 
of  John  G.  Clendenin,  deceased. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  first  and  second  lime  bir  its  title,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  question  was  then  pnton  Mr.  Hcmdrick's 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resoltred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Disnet  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  private  bills  in 
the  order  in  which  ihey  stood  upon  the  Calendar. 

This  being  "  objection  Friday,"  no  discussion 
waa  in  order,  and  no  bill  could  be  considered  to 
which  objection  was  made. 

HEIRS  OF  BARON  DE  KALB. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  bill  before  <he 
committee  for  consideration  is  entitled  "  A  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  children  and  heirs  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Baron  De  Kalb." 

Mr.  WASHBLFRiVE,  of  Illinois.  Why  does 
the  Chair  commence  on  page  eleven,  and  not  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Calendar? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  objection  day, 
and  the  Chair  has  commenced  where  the  commit- 
tee left  off  last  objection  day,  in  accordance  with 
thi  uniform  practice  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  I  think  the  Chair 
should  commence  at  the  beginning  of  the  Calen- 
dar. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  isodvieed  that 
all  bills  before  the  one,  the  title  of  which  has  been 
stated,  have  been  objected  to  heretofore. 

Mr.  WASHBURNE.  That  may  be  true,  but 
thev  may  not  be  objected  to  now. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  commenced 
the  call  of  the  Calendar,  this  being  objection  day, 
where  it  was  suspended  the  last  objection  day. 
On  private  bill  days,  when  debate  is  allowed,  the 
call  is  commenceil  with  the  first  bill  on  the  Cal- 
endar. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York,  objected,  and 
the  bill  went  over. 

NEW  YORK  VOLUNTEERS. 

Senate  bill  (No.  17)  "to  reimburse  to  the  .com- 
mon council  of  New  York  cilv  expenditures  made 
for  the  first  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers." 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
the  settlement  and  adjustment  (under  the  act  of 
Congrees  of  June  2,  1S46)  of  the  claims  of  tile 


common  council  of  New  York,  for  expenditure* 
made  in  orijanizing,  transporting,  cloihing,  and 
subsisting  the  first  regiment  of  New  York  volun- 
teers, commanded  by  Colonel  Ward  B  Burircii, 
prior  to  the  mustering  of  said  regiment  into  ihe 
service  of  the  Uniieil  States,  shall  be  authorized 
end  required  lo  allow  such  of  those  claims  sa  may 
be  supported  by  satisfactory  vouchers,  shovrinj; 
that  such  expenditure  had  bren  fairly  made,  and 
waa  necessary  and  proper  for  the  aervice,  n'<i- 
wilhsianding  that  such  vouchers  may  be  iiiforrnai 
and  defective-  for  want  of  parti'iulariiv  '■■  ■  '-! 
the  amount  allowed  shall  no;  exceed  4 

There  beins  no  objection  to  the  bill, 
aside  to  be  reported  lo  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

MAJOR  CALEB   SWAN. 

Senate  bill  (No. 33)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legaj 
representaiives  of  Major  Caleb  Swan." 

Mr.  LETCHER.  1  object.  Let  the  bill  go 
over. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  laid  over.    . 

W.  D.  PORTER.  . 

House  bill  (No.  265)  "for  the  relief  of  W.  D. 
Porter,  of  the  United  Stales  Navy." 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  for  thesettle- 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  W.  D.  Porter  for  moneys 
exfiended  by  him  in  defraying  the  expen-'f-:  if 
hringinsr  Amin  Bey  and  suite  to  the  United  St  i  e^, 
in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  G.  P. 
Marah,-  United  Stoles  MiiiiNier  nt  Constantinople; 
the  amount  not  to  exceed  ^2,024  32. 

Mr,  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  was  in  a  vessel 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  thai  Amin  Bey 
and  hia  suite  were  brought  here.  At  a  fon  ,>r 
session  of  Congress,  and  at  the  lime  when  he  *  is 
here  at  the  Capitol,  we  appropriated  ^lO.OtiO  i'ur 
paying  his  expensei.  I  therefore  object  to  this 
bill. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  ranexplain  ta  my 
friend  from  Tennea-tee,  if  the  committee  will  allow 
me,  how  it  was  that  Captain  Porter  did  not  happen 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  which  be  al- 
udes  to. 

Thia  bill  was  reported  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Perkin'h,]  who,  1  thought,  waa 
not  in  the  House  to-day,  but  whom  I  now  see  iu 
his  aeat.  At  the  last  Congress  I  was  on  ibeCnm- 
miiiee  on  Foreien  Affairs,  and  waa  inetructeil  by 
that  committee  to  report  this  bill.  Captain  Pi^rter 
was  in  command  of  the  United  States  ship  whicn 
conveyed  Amin  Bey  and  suite  to  this  country 

Mr-  JONES,  (interrupting.)  I  have  objected 
to  this  bill. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  can  explain  in  one 
instant  how  it  was  thai  Captoin  Porter  waa  nat 
paid  out  of  the  appropriation  of  $10,000. 

Mr.  JONES.  But  1  should  like  to  know  why 
it  waa  that  he  was  to  be  paid  at  all,  when  it  wu 
a  Government  vessel  that  he  was  in  command  of. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  would  explain  that, 
it  the  committee  would  allow  me. 


Mr.  JONES.     1  must  insist  on  mjr  obj« 
MOSES  OLMSTEAD. 

House  bill  (No.  117)  '•  for  the  relief  of  Mom 
Olinstead." 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  place  the  name  of  Moses 
Olmalead  upon  the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners,  at\i 
to  pay  him  during  hia  life  a  pension  at  the  rate  of 
eight  dollars  a  month,  commencing  on  the  2Uthaf 
January,  1(453. 

From  the  report,  it  appears  that  the  claim  reals 
I  upon  the  alleged  fact  that  the  claimant,  while  in 
I  Ihe  aervice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war  of 
I  1812,  and  while  stationed  at  Harlem  Heights,  re- 
ceived an  injury  in  one  of  his  legs,  which  at  ihe 
time  did  not  prevent  him  from  serving  to  the  end 
of  his  term.     He  was  discharged  on  the  'i6Ui  of 
November,   1814.     It   would   appeac,   however, 
that  the  injury  was  of  a  permanent  nature,  and 
increased  from  year  to  year,  until,  as  shown  l^v 
the  statements  of  two  highly  respectable  and  we.: 
known  surgeons,  he  is  renaered  wholly  una'''- 
obtain  a  subsistence  by  manual  labor.     The'. 
dence  in  support  of  the  cisim  is  not  atifBciei 
justify  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  In  pl.i 
his  name  on  the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners. 
ihiil  officer,  in  a  letter  lo   the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,   dated   20ih    Jttnuary, 
ia53,  says: 
•''^ma^lti  tHn  palpan  do  tfOt-aMM-tM) « 
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riilcH  rrqiiirf,  ypt  frnm  his  own  fflalerneiil  of  hi«  essn,  and 
UiR  »'virti'iico  nirorrt*-!!  hy  rhe  puperi  of  his  htjtli  clinraeler 
for  trulli,  iiinralily,  iiiul  rHisMn,  I  tWirl  iin  luTAtlatinn  In 
rfchiiiinifiiiting  iiU  claim  lo  lUe  Oirbrable  couttidtsration  ot' 
Cuii|f  rtr«0. " 

It  is  shown  that,  since  that  time,  by  the  advice 
of  eminent  surgeons,  the  injured  limb  has  been 
ampuiaied. 

No  objection  beinr  made  to  the  hill,  it  was  laid 
■side  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recoin- 
mendatioii  that  it  do  pass. 

DAVID  TOWLE. 

House  bill  (No.  269}  "for  the  relief  of  David 
Towle." 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
name  of  David  Towle,of  the  town  of  Oxford,  in 
the  titate  of  Maine,  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll 
at  ei^ht  dollars  a  month,  from  the  Sih  of  April, 
1848. 

From  the  report,  it  appears  that  the  petitioner, 
on  the  14ih  nf  April,  1813,  enlisted  for  one  year  as 
corporal  III  the  company  of  Captain  Nooh  Hnlry, 
in  the  ihirtyihird  resiinent  of  Uni<ed  Slates  infan- 
try, coinmaxided  by  Colonel  Isaac  Lane, and  on  the  { 
25  li  ofMtiy  joined  his  regiment  at  Saco,  in  Maine, 
and  wns  afterwards  marched  to  Boston,  Masaa- 
chuseiis;  thence,  on  the  t4th  of  August,  was  or- 
dered for  Concord,  a  marrh  of  eighty  miles  in 
excessive  hot  weather.  During  the  march,  the 
petitioner  became  so  exhau  ued  and  worn  down 
by  the  fatij^ue  and  heut,  that  an  inflammation  of 
the  kidneys  and  stoppage  of  urine  was  produced, 
which  eventuated  in  a  chronic  disease  of  the  kid- 
neys and  ureter,  by  which  he  is  wholly  disabled 
from  obtaining  a  living  by  manual  labor. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

THOMAS  PORTER. 
House  bill  (No.  270)  "  to  provide  a  pension  for 
Captain  Thomas  Porter." 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  thatThomos 
Porter,  a  deputy  quartermaster  in  the  war  of  1812, 
be  placed  on  the  roll  of  invalid  pensionersattwenty" 
dollars  a  month,  commencing  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1831,  deducting  such  sums  as  heretofore  have  been 
allowed  und  paid  to  him  as  pension  money. 

Fioin  the  report,  it  appears  that  Thomas  Porter 
entered  the  service,  in  Captain  James  A.AlcClel- 
Ittiid's  troop  of  volunteer  light  dragoons,  in  the 
month  of  Octpber,  1812;  continued  in  said  service 
for  one  year;  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  MiRsinoway  on  the  19ih  December,  1812.  So 
severe  was  his  wound,  that  he  had  to  be  carried 
on  a  litter  from  the  battle-ground  lo  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  from  thence  lo  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in  a 
sleigh.  His  horse  was  killed  in  said  battle.  Par- 
tially recovering  from  said  wound,  he  joined  his 
troop  in  the  following  spring,  and  marched  to 
Fort  Meigs;  was  in  the  first  siege  of  said  fort,  at 
which  place  he  was  slightly  wounded  by  a  cannon 
ball,  the  same  killing  a  second  horse  for  him  while 
in  the  attitude  of  mounting.  He  continued  in  the 
service  till  the  close  of  the  campaign,  partaking  in 
all  the  engagements  of  his  squadron,  and  termina- 
ting with  the  battle  of  the  Thames;  after  which  he 
was  discharged.  Shortlyafler  leaving  the  volun- 
teer service,  he  received,  without  solicitation  on  his 
part,  the  appointment  of  ensign  in  the  sixteenth 
regiment  United  States  infantry;  and  soon  there- 
after, without  solicitation,  the  additio'hal  appoint- 
ment from  President  Monroe  of  assistant  deputy 
quartermaster  general,  wiih  orders  to  repair  to 
Carlisle,  in  the  Staieof  Pennsylvania.  Heaccepted 
the  appointment,  and  promptly  repaired  lo  the 
poRt  assigned  him,  and  there  continued  in  the  full 
discharge  nf  his  duties  until  peace  was  made.  In 
the  winter  of  1814  and  1815  he  felt  serious  incon- 
venience from  the  wounds  he  had  previously  re- 
ceived, and  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  some  weeks 
in  consequence  thereof.  Prom  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1819,  in  consequence  of  said  wounds,  he 
hns  been  confined  to  his  bed,  his  crutchtt,  and  his 
stnjf. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  ask  if  there  is  not  an 
amendment  pending  to  the  bill? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    There  is. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    I  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

Insertofier  the  word  "  money,"  the  words  "and 
that  the  amount  found  due  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  the  children  of  Cap- 
tain TbocDM  Porttr. '' 


Mr.  HENDRICKS.  1  will  state  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  state  of  this  case  has  somewhat 
changed  since  the  report  was  made.  I'liomas 
Porter  waf  wounded  while  a  private.  That  wound 
was  almost  cured  when  he  was  (iromoied;  and  he 
services  which  he  rendered  in  the  Army  after  his 
promotion  m^de  his  former  wounds  become  in- 
curable. In  1831,  by  a  special  act  of  Congress, 
he  w^s  pensijned  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  a 
month.  This  pay  was  not  according  to  his  rank, 
and  he  declined  to  receive  it;  but  al'lerwards  be- 
coming poor,  he  concluded  to  accept  it.  The 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  pension  should 
have  been  according  to  his  rank,  and  they  have 
accordingly  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect.  Receiv- 
ing, as  he  did,  a  pension,  he  could  not  get  a  pen- 
sion, according  to  his  rank,  at  the  Pension  Ofiice, 
Since  the  bill  was  reported,  Captain  Porter  has 
died  of  the  wounds  winch  he  received  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  my  colleague  reported  the  amendment 
which  has  just  been  read.  1  think  ihat'it  ought 
to  be  adopted.  This  is  a  back  pension,  which  he 
ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  whether  he  did  not  get  a  full  dis- 
ability pension  for  the  rank  he  held' in  the  service 
at  the  time  he  received  the  injury.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  If  that  were  so,  the 
committee  would  have  reported  against  the  case; 
for  the  commiuee  have  in  no  case  reporteil  a  bill 
giving  larger  {tension  than  that  of  tl^e  rank  held 
at  ihe  time  of  receiving  the  injury.  This  injury 
became  permanent  and  incurable  while  he  was 
captain.     That  is  the  finding  of  the  report. 

Mr.  JONES.  Wos  not  the  wound  received 
while  Captain  Porter  was  a  private.' 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  tried  to  state  that  to 
the  committee.  His  first  wound  was  received 
while  he  was  a  private.  It  was  nearly  cured 
when  he  was  promoted;  and,  by  the  labor  incident 
to  the  discharge  of  his  last  service,  the  wound 
was  made  incurable.  That  is  the  report  of  the 
physicians. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

There  being  1)0  objection  to  the  bill,  it  was  then 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass. 

HEIRS  OF  DANIEL  BEDI.VGGR. 

House  bill  (No.  272)  "  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bedinger's  heirs." 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  should  like  to 
know  from  the  gentleman  who  reported  that  bill 
why  this  claimant  did  not  get  his  commutation  pay 
under  the  general  laws  authorizing  its  paymeni.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [.Mr.  Rooers,]  who  reported  the 
bill,  is  not  present. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  let  the  bill  go  over  until 
he  is  here  to  give  us  someexplanaiion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.     I  diii  not  report  the  bill, 
but  I  am  somewhat  acquainied  with  the  facts  of 
the  case.     The  proof  is  conclusive  that  Mr.  Bed- 
inger  never  received  the  commutation  pay.  Why 
he  never  called  to  receive  it,  is  a  question  which 
cannot  be  determined  at  this  day.     Thot  he  was 
entitled  to  it  is  certified  to  by  all  the  other  officers.  1 
It  IS  certified  by  the  officer  of  the  Government  thot  I 
he  never  received  it.      All  these  certificates  are  | 
before  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES.  Let  it  go  over.  Thegentleman 
who  reported  it  is  absent,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  some  explanation  from  him.  ; 

Objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  passed  over. 
PRISCILI..A  C.  SIMONDS.  [ 

Senate  bill  (No.  54)  "  for  the  relief  of  Priscilla  1 
C.  Simonds."  1 

The  bill  provides  that  the  proper  occounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  pay  to 
Priscilla  C.  Simonds  the  sum  of  $418,  being  the 
value  of  the  property  of  the  late  Captain  Moses 
H  Simonds,  which  was  taken  possession  of  by 
authority  of  the  United  States. 

From    the   report,  it  appears  that  Moses   H.  | 
Simonds,  the  son  of  the  petitioner,  was  captain  of 
company  H,  third  regiment  of  Missouri  mounted  . 
volunteers,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates  on  the  13ih  June,  1S47.     That 
while  in  the  dischxrgeof  his  duly,  and  en  route  f>r 
Santa  Fi  with  his  company.  Captain  Simonds 
sickened  and  died  at  Council  Gfove,  on  the  SStli  1 
dky  of  July,   1947.    Thiit  after  bis  death,  his  I 


property  and  effects,  consisting  of  two  horses, 
cliiihing,  and  military  equi|mge,  &.C.,  valued  by 
Lieiitt'nant  Cannon, of  said  comi>uiiy,  under  nnth, 
at  $418,  were  taken  posaession  of  by  iVlojur  Rey- 
nolds, of  said  regiment,  agreealily  to  the  ninety- 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
but  never  accounted  for  by  lilm,  either  to  the  rep- 
rexentalivea  of  the  deceased  officer  or  to  the  Qov> 
ment. 

It  appears  by  the  papers  that  the  major  of  the 
regiment  (Reynolds)  did,  on  the  decease  of  Cap- 
tain Simonds,  immediately  secure  all  his  elVects, 
as  provided  by  law;  and  it  further  appears,  upon 
examination  at  the  Adjutant  General's  offii-.e,  that 
he  failed  to  send  any  inventory  to  the  War  De- 
partmen'.,  as  provided  for  bylaw.  Major  Rey- 
nolds is  also  dead;  and  there  does  not  now  appear 
to  be  any  means  of  recovering  the  properly,  or  iw 
value,  frnm  that  quarter. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  10  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

SAMUEL  m'KNIGHT. 

House  bill  (No.  319)  "  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
McKnight  of  the  State  of  Kentucky." 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior he  directed  to  place  the  name  of  Samuel 
McKnight,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  the  lisl 
of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  Stales,  at  the 
rate  of  eisshi  dollars  per  month,  10  commence  Jan- 
uary 1,  1853,  and  to  continue  during  his  natural 
life. 

The  report  shows  that  on  the  24th  day  of  April, 
1847,  the  petitioner  enlisted  in  company  B,  of  the 
sixteenth  regiment  of  the  infantry  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  serve  during  tne  war  with 
.Mexico,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  nf  the  war;  that  whilst  the  petitioner  was  in 
the  service  in  the  lineof  his  du'y,  near  Monterey, 
in  Mexico,  his  eyes  became  diseased;  that  this 
disease  was  caused  by  the  climite  and  the  hard- 
ships of  the  service,  and  not  by  ony  fault  on  the 
port  of  the  petitioner;  that  the  disease  has  con- 
stantly been  growing  worse,  and  that  he  Is  now 
almost  blind;  that  his  eyes  cannot  be  cured,  but 
that  in  a  short  time  he  will  be  entirely  blind.  The 
petitioner  is  a  stone  mason,  but  has  not  been  able 
10  labor  at  his  business  since  hip  return  from  Mex- 
ico. His  money  has  been  exi)ended  in  securing 
surgical  treatment  for  his  eyes.  He  is  now  wholly 
disabled,  and  destitute. 

No  objection  being  made  lo  Ihe  bill,  it  was  laid 
Aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendaiion  that  it  do  pass. 

WILLIAM  WALLACE. 

House  bill  (No.  320)  "  for  ihe  relief  of  Wil- 
liam  Wallace,  of  Illinois." 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior be  authorized  and  directeil  to  place  the  name 
of  William  Wallace,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  on 
the  list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States, 
at  Ihe  rate  of  six  dollars  per  month,  from  March 
4,  1854,  and  to  continue  during  his  natural  life. 

The  report  shows  that  the  )>eiitioner  served  a* 
a  corporal  in  Captain  Whiting's  company,  of  the 
twenty-third  regiment  of  United  States  infantry, 
from  Ihe  26th  day  of  February,  1813,  during  the 
war  of  1812;  that  on  the  25ih  day  of  July,  1814, 
at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  he  was  wounded  in 
his  left  thigh,  by  a  musket  shot;  that  he  was  car- 
ried from  the  field  and.  remained  in  the  hospital 
for  several  months;  that  the  ball  was  not  taken 
from  the  wound,  but  remains  in  the  limb  at  this 
time,  and  that  the  injury  has  within  a  few  years 
so  increased,  as  three  fourths  to  disable  him  from 
obtaining  his  subsistence  by  manual  labor. 

The  petitioner  made  application  at  the  Pension 
Office,  but  was  refused  a  pension,  because  he  could 
not  produce  the  testimony  of  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer, or  of  more  than  one  private  of  the  company 
ill  which  he  served,  In  establish  his  claim,  which 
was  required  under  the  low  and  regulations  gov- 
erning that  office. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill.  It  was  laid 
aside  to  he  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

GEORGE  M.  BENTLEr. 

House  bill  (No.  320)  "  for  the  relief  of  George 
M.  Bentley,  of  the  State.of  Indiana." 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  oithe  In-  *■ 
terior  be  directed  to. place  the  name  ol  George  M, 
B«ntl«)ri  of  the  State  (>f  lodiana,  uyoo  tKd  Qat  af 
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invaliil  pensioners  of  the  United  Slates,  at  the  rate 
of  eight  dollars  per  month,  from  January  1,  1854, 
and  to  conimue  during  hia  natural  life. 

From  the  report,  itappears  that  iheaaid  Bentley 
was  a  private  in  company  H  in  the  third  regiment 
of  Indiana  volunteers,  and  in  raid  company  served 
in  Mexico  during  (he  war  with  that  country;  and 
with  his  company  fought  gallantly  at  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista.  During  the  first  part  of  the  month 
of  November,  1846,  the  said  regiment  was  en- 
camped near  Matamoras,  upon  the  Rio  Grande. 
On  or  about  the  10th  day  of  that  month,  said  Bent- 
ley,  with  the  written  permission  of  the  colonel  of 
the  regiment,  went  into  Ihe  city  of  Matamoros, 
and  whil8t  there,  by  accident,  sprained  his  right 
ankle.  Upon  his  return  to  camp  in  the  evening, 
his  ankle  was  swollen,  and  he  was  so  disabled  by 
lameness  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  military  duty 
for  a  "  considerable  length  of  time."  Before  the 
limb  was  wholly  restored,  he  returned  to  the  dis- 
charee  of  hia  duty;  the  swelling  returned,  and 
continued  until  incurable  ulcers  broke  out  upon 
the  limb.  The  said  Bentley  Is  now  wholly  disa- 
bled from  providing  for  himself  and  his  family  by 
manual  labor. 

Before  entering  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
Ihe  said  Bentley  was  a  sound  and  very  robust 
man.  Whilst  in  the  service  he  was  temperate  and 
very  attentive  to  his  duties.  This  claim  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Pension  Office  and  rejected,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  not  the  testimony  of  any  per- 
son who  was  immediately  present  when  the  injury 
was  iirst  received. 

JVo  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  re|)orted  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

ZADOC  C.  INORAHAM.      *      ' 

Senate  bill  (No.  249)  "  for  the  relief  of  Zadoc 
C.  Ingraham." 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Postmaster  General 
bedirectedto  cause  ZadocC.  Ingraham,  late  post- 
master at  Wapello,  Iowa,  to  be  released  from  a 
judgment  obtained  against  him  by  the  United 
States  in  March,  1849,  for  $318  87,  and  all  interest 
and  costs. 

Mr.  GREENWOOD.  I  ask  that  the  report 
may  be  read . 

The  CHAIRMJ.N.  The  Chair  understands 
that  there  is  no  report. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  sir,  the  courU  have  deci- 
ded against  this  man,  and  I  think  the  bill  had  bel- 
ter eo  over. 

Mr.  OLDS.  There  is  a  Senate  report  some- 
where; but  if  the  committee  will  allow  me,  I  will 
stale  the  facts  of  the  case  in  half  a  dozen  words. 
This  is  the  case  of  a  postmaster  who  paid  over 
the  amount  of  his  postages  to  the  contractor,  but 
the  money  was  stolen.  A  suit  was  brought 
agnin.st  him, and  the  amount  recovered  from  him. 
But  since  that  time  it  has  been  proven  satisfacto- 
rily that  the  money  was  stolen.  These  are  the 
facts  of  the  case.  I  hope  there  vi^ll  be  no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  (o  be  reported  to  the  House  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

LLEWELI.EN  WASHINGTON. 

Senate  bill  (No.  283)  "  for  the  relief  of  Llewel- 
len  Washington  " 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  Llewellen  Washington  $205  62,  for 
services  performed  by  him  as  clerk  in  ihe  Post 
Office  Department,  from  May  1,  1851,  to  July 
14,  of  the  same  year. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  read,  from 
which  it  appears  that,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Llewellen 
.  Washington  was  employed  as  temporary  clerk  in 
the  Post  Office  Department,  during  the  time  above 
specified,  at  the  rate  of  Jl.OOO  per  annum;  that 
the  I'oaimasier  General,  in  his  estimate  sent  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  asked  for  J205  62  fdr 
his  payment;  but,  from  soinecause,  no  appropria- 
tion was  made.  The  committee  report  that  they 
believe  the  claim  to  be  entirely  just. 

There  being  no  objection  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
Mide  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

IRA  DAT. 

Senate  bill  (No.  209)  "  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day, 
of  Vermont." 

The  Bill  authorizes  and  requires  the  Postmaster 
General  to  pay  to  Ira  Day,  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  the  sum  or|l,008  90, 


in  full  for  the  balance  due  him  for  transporting 
the  mail  from   Royalton   to   Burlington,  in  Ver- 
mont, from  January,  1S33,  to  July,  1837. 
j       From  the  report  it  appears  thot  James  Barker 
I  and  others   were  contractors  for  transporting  a 
daily  mail  for  four  years  from  Boston,  in  the  State 
j  of  Massachusetts,  to  Royalton,  Montpelier,  and 
I  Burlington,  (the  great  depot  of  navigation  on  Lake 
Champlain,)  being  Ihe  great  mail  route  from  Bos- 
ton to   Montreal,  for  the  sum  of  $12,250  per  an- 
num, commencing  on  the  Ist  d:ty  of  January, 
1833,  and  ending  in  January,  1837.    In  the  month 
'  of  October,  1834,  the  Postmaster  General  ordered 
itie  mail  to  be  discontinued  one  day  in  a  week  on 
that  part  of  the  route  from  Royatlon  to  Burling- 
ton; which  part  of  the  route,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail,  was  assigned  by  the  contractors 
to  ihe  petitioner.    Under  the  order  aforesaid  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  the  mail  from  Boston  arrived 
at  Royalton  on  Saturday  evening,  and  remained 
over  until  the  Monday  morning  following. 

The  inconvenience  to  the  public  by  this  order 
appears  to  have  been  bo  great,  that  the  postmas- 
ters on  the  route  and  other  citizens  solicited  and 
urged  the  petitioner  to  continue  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  every  day,  notwithstanding  said  order 
of  the  Postmaster  General.  He  did  so;  and  by 
BO  doing  the  line  was  continued  unbroken,  and 
the  mail  was  transported  regularly  from  Boston 
to  the  capital  of  Vermont,  and  thence  to  Burling- 
ton, and  i-ice  remt,  every  day  in  the  week.  The 
petitioner  therefore  claims  the  sum  of  $1,008  90, 
being  the  sum  withheld  from  him  by  the  Postmas- 
ter General  on  account  of  the  order  for  discontin- 
uing the  transportation  of  the  mail  aforesaid. 

It  also  appears  that  ihe  mail  was  carried  by  the 
peiitioner,  at  the  request  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, afler  the  contract  had  expired,  to  wit:  from 
the  let  of  January,  1837,  to  the  Ist  of  July  of  the 
same  year.  The  one  seventh  part  of  the  amount 
of  the  original  contract  for  performing  that  service 
was  also  retained  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and 
is  included  in  the  bill. 

There  was  no  power  vested  in  the  Postmaster 
General  authorizing  him  to  make  the  order  of 
October,  1834,  discontinuing  the  mail  one  day  in 
the  week  on  that  part  of  the  route  from  Royalton 
to  Burlington. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  name  "  Ira  Day  "  the  words 
"  or  his  legal  representatives." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  ihs  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.    i  move  that  ihecommittee 
do  now  rise. 
The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  C.  HOWISON. 

House  bill  f  No.  356)  "for  the  relief  of  William 
G.  Howison. 

The  bill  provides  that  William  G.  Howison  be 
allowed  by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  $167,  in  full  for  all  services  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Auxiliary  Guard  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

From  the  report,  it  appears  William  G.  How- 
ison was  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  Guard  for 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  whilst  acting  in 
that  capacity  he  becime  sick;  that  he  remained 
so  for  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  days,  when, 
on  account  of  it,  he  was  discharged  the  service; 
that  whilst  sick  he  was  docked  in  his  pay,  which 
he  maintains  was  not  right,  and  not  justified  by 
precedent. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  pass. 

CAPTAIN  MaTHEW  jack. 

Housebill(No.  360)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Captain  Mathew  Jack,  deceased." 

The  bill  and  report  were  read. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  payment  of  one  year's 
extra  pay  to  which  Captain  Mathew  Jack  was 
entitled  by  virtue  of  resolution  of  1778. 

There  being  no  objection  In  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

LOT  HALL. 
House  bill  (No.  365)  "  forlherelief  of  the  heirs 
of  Lot  Hall,  deceased."  { 

The  bill  provides  that  the  proper  atxountingoffi' 


cersoftheTreasury  shall  settle  and  pay  to  thebeiia 
and  legal  reiiresentativea  of  Lot  Hall,  deceased, 
who  was  a  lieutenant  of  marines  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolution,  $1,906, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon,  atux  per  cenL 
per  annum,  from  May  25,  1840,  for  the  pay  of  a. 
lieutenant  of  marines,  due  to  the  said  Lot  HiJI. 
and  for  the  subsistence  of  the  said  HaJl  while  a 
prisoner  of  war,  and  also  for  the  share-of  prize 
money  due  to  him,  under  the  resolu^ons  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  proceeds  of  the  vessels  captured  by 
Lieutenant  Payne,  while  the  said  Hall  was  under 
his  command. 

It  appears,  from  the  report  made  in  this  case, 
that  Lot  Hall  entered  the  service  of  Ihe  United 
States  in  May,  1776,  as  a  lieutenant  of  mannei, 
under  Lieutenant  Elijah  F.  Payne,  of  the  «hip 
Randolph,  of  twenty  guns,  then  lying  at  Charles- 
ton, .South  Carolina,  under  the  command  of  Rob- 
ert Cochran;  that  said  Hall  entered  the  < 
under  the  regulations  of  Congress,  oiid  the 
lions  of  General  Washington,  in  MaB8achui%c,.^, 
where  he  enlisted  twenty-nine  men  and  a  boy, 
whom  he  transported  to  Providence,  Rbode  Island, 
and  placed,  as  well  as  himself,  under  the commajHl 
of  Lieutenant  Payne;  from  Providence  they  sailed, 
in  the  month  of  June,  1776,  with  a  design  to  make 
a  cruising  voyage  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
to  join  theirship,  the  Randolph.  On  theirpaasaet 
they  took  four  prizes,  the  last  of  whicb  Hall  was 
put  on  board  of  as  prize-master,  with  orders  to 
take  the  prize  into  Boston;  but  she  was  retaken 
by  a  British  vessel, and  Hall  carried  a  prisoDer  of 
war  to  Glasgow,  in  Scotland,  where  he  was  de- 
tained about  a  year,  when  he  was  enabled  u>  take 
passage  for  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  about  ihe 
1st  of  January,  1778, as  an  exchanged  olfirri  r  i 
through  the  munificence  of  Palri'-tc  Henry,  i  ri 
Governor  of  Virginia,  he  was  en., 
home  in  Massachusetts,  Februn 
ping  at  Philadelphia  on  his  route,  ui.u  ^c.Muriii.g 
Congress,  then  sitting  there,  for  employment, 
which  petition  is  dated  January  23,  1778;  and 
Rafter  setting  forth  his  advenKires  and  su^erings, 
concludes  as  follows: 

"  I  now  bpg  or  your  honors  w  con-" 
and  if  you  thiiik  me  rtpwcrvinff  any  nffi 
nenlal  vpstel,  and  will  b«»>lon'  it  upon  >. 

eutpr  a  MCond  time,  or  at  Ipail  1   hopr  \(>ur  l nr- will 

supply  R-.e  Willi  money  sutnciPiil  to  csoy  me  to  the  StaU  of 
Dosion,  the  :9uiie  of  my  nntivity." 

I      Upon  this  state  of  facts  the  claimants  ask  for 

I  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  said  'Hall  while  a 

I  prisoner;  for  one  year's  pay  as  a  supernumemry 

exchanged  officer,  and  for  his  share  of  the  i  r.A» 

money,  with  such  interest  as  Congress  may  deem 

just  and  right. 

There  being  no  objection  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  lo  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  pass. 

HENRT  HOFFMAN. 

House  bill  (No.  366)  •<  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Hoffman." 

The  bill,  which    was  read,  provides  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  poy  the  sum  r.f  piaVMir 
dollars  to  the  legal  representatives  of  H 
man,  being  on  account  of  a  reward   i 
certain  cases,  by  resolution  of  Congress  otUulSth 
of  May,  1778. 

From  the  report,  itappears  that,by  theorigioal 
papers  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  I'en- 
sions,  Henfy  Hoffman  enlisted  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1782,  for,  and  served  until  the  end  of,  the 
war,  in  the  second  regiment  Pennsylvania  line. 
The  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department 
also  states  that  the  records  in  his  office  show  thst 
he  received  his  monthly  pay  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
but  did  not  receive  a  certificate  for  the  eighty  dol- 
lars gratuity  promised  by  resolution  of  Congress, 
passed  Moy  15,  1778,  which  provides  a  reward 
of  eighty  dollars  for  each  non-commissioned  oiS- 
cer  or  soldier  who  had  enlisted,  or  might  thereaf- 
ter enlist,  and  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
case  of  Henry  Hoffman  clearly  comes  within  the 
provisions  of  that  resolution. 

No  objestion  being  made  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recoDO- 
mendation  that  it  do  pass. 

BILLS  OBJECTED  TO. 

House  bill  (No.  273)  "for  the  relief  of  tbe 
legal  representatives  of  Colonel  John  H.  Stone." 
[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Skelton.] 

House  bill  (No.  274)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Colonel  Willis  lUddick,  de- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1854. 

ceased."    [Objected  to  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  New 
York.] 

House  bill  (No.  281)  "  for  (he  relief  of  Bri»ii- 
dier  General  John  E.  Wool."  [Objected  to  by 
Mr.  Letcher] 

House  bill  (No.  282)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  leeal 
representatives  of  Colonel  Francis  Vigo."  [Ob- 
jected to  by  iMr.  Hamilton.) 

House  bill  (No.  323)  "  for  the  relief  of  J.  C. 
Buckles." 

The  bill  was  read  through. 
Mr.  ROW E.     I  object. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I'lie gentleman  who  reported 
this  bill  is  not  present;  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
objected  to.  This  case  has  been  here  continually 
from  year  to  year,  always  reported  favorably 
upon,  and  always  lost  for  want  of  action  upon  it 
by  the  House.  I  liope  the  objection  will  be  with- 
drawn.   . 

The  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 
House  bill  (No.  324)  "  for  the  relief  of  McAtee 
&  Eastman."     [Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hastinoh.] 

House  bill  (No.  335)  "  for  the  relief  of  James 
S.  Graham,  and  Walker  H.  Finnall."  [Objected 
to  by  Mr.  RowE.] 

House  bill  (No.  327)  "to  authorize  Robert 
Graham  to  locate  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres  of  land,  in  lieu  of  one  undivided 
half  part  of  certain  lands  patented  to  John  Edgar 
and  John  Murray  St.  Clair,  by  the  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory."  [Objected  to  by 
Mr.  Ready.] 

Senate  bill  (No.  303)  "  for  the  relief  of  James  N. 
Goggin."     [Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hastings.] 

Joint  resolution  (No.  24)  "  fortheadjustmentof 
the  accounts  of  John  D.  Colmesnil." 
The  bill  and  report  were  read  through. 
Mr.  LETCHER.     1  object. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  hope  the  objec- 
tion will  be  withdrawn.     The  bill  places  the  mat- 
ter in  the  hands  of  the  First  Comptroller  oC  the 
Treasury,  and  I  had  rather  trust  to  his  judgment 
than  that  of  this  House. 

The  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 
Senate  bill  (No.  147)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  Thomas  Chapman,  for- 
merly collector  of  the  port  of  Georgetown,  South 
Carolina."  [Objected  to  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  New 
York.] 

House  bill  (No.  359)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Captain  Nehemiah  Stokely,  deceased."  [Ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  MiLLsoN.] 

House  bill  (No.  361)  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Ezra  Chapman,  deceased," 
[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Millson.] 

House  bill  (No.  362)  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Savage, 
deceased."     [Objected  to  by  Mr.  Millsom.] 

Housebill(No.  363)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Thomas  Parks,  deceased."  [Objected  to  by 
Mr.  Skelton.] 

House  bill  (No.  .364)  "  for  the  relief  of  William 
A.  Duer,  John  Duer,  and  Beverly  Robinson, 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alexander,  widow 
of  Major  General  William  Alexander,  commonly 
known  as  Lord  Sterling."  [Objected  to  by  Mr. 
Hamilton.] 

Mr.  RUSSELL.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise. 

The  question  was  put;  and  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  39,  noes  41;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  JONES.    1  ask  thalthe  roll  be  called.    The 
rule  requires  it. 
The  Clerk  commenced  calling  the  roll. 
Mr.  HAVEN.     Is  it  in  order  to  call  for  tellers? 
The  CHAIRMAN,     his. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  submit  that  it  is 
too  late  tn  cull  for  tellers. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  not. 
The  committee  found  itself  without  a  quorum  upon 
a  division,  and  they  have  a  right  to  a  recount. 

Mr,  JONES.  The  Chair  announced  that  the 
committee  had  refused  to  rise;  and  the  committee 
were  proceeding  to  uke  up  another  bill,  when  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
a  quorum  had  not  voted.  1  think  it  is  clearly  too 
late  to  call  for  tellers. 

The  CHAIRMAN,     Upon  that  ground  the 
Chair  will  decide  that  it  is  too  late.    The  Clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 
The  roll  was  then  called. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Disnet] 
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reported  that  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  Private  Calendar 
under  consideration,  and  having  found  itself  with- 
out a  quorum,  had  caused  the  roll  to  be  called,  and 
had  directed  him  to  report  the  facta  to  the  House, 
with  the  names  of  the  absentees,  as  follows: 

Mi'jssn'.  .Aherrrombie,  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen.  Willis  AT- 
Icn,  AHhtt,  Dsvid  J.  Bailey. Thomas  H.  Bayly,  B.-ill,  Banka, 
Bull,  Beniiell,  Riiupll,  Biidft,  Bocock,  Unyce,  UrvckmrlilKe, 
Bridgef),  Buei;,  Caruthuis,  Cliniiiberlaiii,  Clia-e,  Chabtairi, 
Chrisman,  Ciark,  CIliiKniaii,  Cofik,  Cox,  t'raigL-,  Cullou), 
Cummin);,  Cnrliti,  Cullini;,  John  O.  [)nvi((,  Dawson,  Dean, 
l>Knl,  Dti  will.  Dick,  Dickinson,  Drum,  Dunhar,  Dunham, 
KK:«lnian,  Kddy,  Edccrton,  Kdinaiid.f.  KdrnuiidKon,  John  M. 
Elliott,  Klli^on,  Knglisli,  Ethffidge,  Evertiart,  Ewing,  Pen- 
ton,  Fuller,  Frutikliii,  Fuller, Gamble,  ftreen,(>rcenwood, 
Grey,  Grow,  Andrew  J.  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison, 
Haven,  Hibbard,  Hieslwr,  Hilt,  Bushes,  lii^ersoll,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Roland  Junes,  Keitt,  Kiltr'-dge,  Kurtz,  Lamb, 
Lane,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Lyon,  Macdonald,  Me<iu''en,Mace, 
.Maurice.  Maxwell,  Mayalt,  Meachuin,  John  G.  Miller, 
8mith  Miller,  Morrison,  Murray,  Nichols,  \itbte,  Ottls, 
Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Packer,  Peck,  Biihop 
Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Powell,  Ready,  Reese,  Richardt>on, 
Riddle,  Rogers,  :3abili.  Sage,  Sapp,  Seward,  Seymour, 
Simmons,  Willimin  R.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  Solters, 
Frederick  P.  Sutntnn,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  U. 
Stephens,  Heslor  L.  Stevens,  Strallon,  Andrew  Stuart, 
David  Sluarl,  Thurston,  Tweed,  Walbridge.  Walley, 
\Val«h,  Warren,  Israel  Washburn,  Westbrook,  Wille, 
Daniel  B.  Wright,  Hendrick  I).  Wright,  and  Vales. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  one  hundred 
and  one  members — less  than  a  quorum — had  an- 
swered to  their  names. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  move  that  the  Housedo 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
ten  minutes  to  four  o'clock)  the  House  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  • 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satdrdat,  June  24,  1854. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henry  Slicer. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  in  part  read. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  understand  the  Journal  is  a  very 
long  one.  I  move  that  the  further  reading  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  Journal  approved, 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION.  ' 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  prepared  by  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  an  account  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  ending  30lh  June,  1853,  in  pursuance  of 
a  standing  order  of  the  House, 

The  communication  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  orderetfto  be  printed. 

PRIVATE   BILLS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  House,  while  in 
Committee  of  the  Wholeon  the  Private  Calendar, 
yesterday,  passed  a  number  of  bills,  but  the  com- 
mittee, finding  itself  without  a  quorum,  could  not 
report  them  to  the  House  1  now  ask  unanimous 
consent  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
may  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  those  bills,  and  that  they  may  come  before  the 
Housefortheirpaasage.  Theyarethe  billswhich 
were  considered  in  committee  yesterday  to  which 
no  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  say  to  my  friend 
from  Indiana, and  to  the  tIouse,that  I  think  those 
bills  which  were  laid  aside  in  committee  yester- 
day, to  be  r^orted  to  the  House,  should  be  cun- 
sioered  as  having  been  reported,  just  as  if  the  com- 
mittee had  reported  them  regularly;  but  I  hope 
my  friend  will  allow  them  to  go  over  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  not  call  them  up  for  their  passage  this 
morning.  Let  them  remain  upon  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  come  up  some  other  time. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  It  will  take  but  a  few 
minutes  to  pass  them. 

Mr.  HOtfSTON.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  bills  should  pass,  every  one  of  them:  but  it  is 
very  important  that  we  should  dispose  of  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  to-day.  1  hope  on  Monday 
next  to  be  able  to  gel  up  in  committee  the  bill 
making  provisions  for  carrying  out  tlie  late  Mex- 
ican treaty.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  that 
bill  should  pass  before  Friday  next. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
these  bills  can  be  disposed  of  in  less  tin>e  than  we 
have  been  occupied  in  talking  about  them.  1  hope 
they  will  be  passed  in  gross. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  committee  will  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration,  unless 
objection  be  made. 

There  was  no  olijection;  and  the  bills  were 
brought  before  the-House  in  gross. 

Mr.  HILLYER.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by 
which  Senate  bill  No.  330,  for  the  relief  of  JosS  de 
Luco,  &c.,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  motion  to 
reconsider  will  be  entered.  It  cannot  be  conaid-  i 
ered  now  in  connection  with  the  unanimous  order 
of  the  House  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  from  the  private  bills  to  which  no 
objection  was  made  yesterday.  The  gentleman 
can  call  it  up  any  time  afterwards. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  At  the  request  of  the 
Speaker,  1  wish  to  bring  before  the  House  one 
other  matter.  In  calling  the  Private  Calendar  yes- 
terday. House  bill  (No.  362)  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Joseph  Savage,  was  called ;  but  the  Clerk, 
at  the  moment,  could  not  find  the  report  accom- 
panying it.  The  report  abundantly  sustains  the 
cose,  but  merely  because  it  rxjuld  not  be  found, 
though  it  was  among  the  papers,  the  bill  was 
passed  over,  1  ask  that  the  report  be  now  read. 
It  is  very  short;  not  half  a  column  in  length.  If 
there  be  objection,  of  course  I  shall  nut  ask  action 
on  the  bill.  If  no  objection  be  muile,ihen  1  shall 
ask  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Millson]  made  the  objection  to  the. 
bill  yesterday. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  objection,  I  under- 
stand, was  because  there  was  no  report  in,  the 
case. 

The  SPEAKER.  TheChair  understood,  at  the 
time  the  bill  was  passed  over,  that  the  objection 
was  because  there  was  no  report.  If  there  b« 
other  objection,  the  bill  of  course  goes  over. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  As  there  seems  to  be 
other  objection  to  the  bill,  I  now  ask  that  all  the 
bills  to  which  no  amendment  has  been  made,  be 
put  on  their  passage  en  matu. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  course  will  be  pursued, 
unless  objection  be  made.  The  titles  of  the  bills 
will  be  read,  and  if  any  member  desires  a  sep- 
arate vote  on  any  one,  he  will  rise  in  his  place  and 
say  so.  First  will  be  considered  a  bill  to  which 
amendment  was  made. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  first  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

House  bill  (No.  270)  "  to  provide  a  pension 
for  Captain  Thomas  Porter." 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  was  read  and  concurred  in,  as  follows: 

Add: 

And  the  amount  Taund  due  under  the  provisions  of 
this  acl  shall  be  paid  to  the  children  of  the  said  Captain 
Thomas  Porter. 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
^engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime;  and  there  were — 
ayes  61. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.     I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Ewino  and 
Vail  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  99,  noes  18. 

The  Chair  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and 
being  engrossed,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
subsequently  passed. 

Tke  SPEAKER.  The  following  bill  is  re- 
ported with  an  amendment: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont. 

The  amendment  is  to  insert  after  the  words 
"  Ira  Day,"  the  following  words:  "  or  his  legal 
representatives." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

"The  following  Senate  bills  were  then  taken  up, 
I  read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 
I      No.  17.  An  act  to  reimburse  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  New  York  for  expenditures  made 
for  the  first  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers; 

No.  54.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Priscilla  C. 
Simonds; 

No.  117.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  01m- 
Btead;  and 
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pt-  ^  — 

No.  283.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Llewellen 
llVniihiii^lnn. 

The  following  bill  having  been  alao  read  by  its 
\til\f: 

No.  249.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Zsdoc  C.  In- 
hrann, 

Mr.  OLDS  said:  I  have  one  word  to  nay  with  i 
regard  to  the  InKhram  caae      I  »m  repor<e<l  in  the 
GInlie  of  to-day  aa  having  said,  yesterday,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  ThiTf  i«  «  ffpuste  rrport  >oniewlif  rf  ;  bal  If  the  com-  | 
^   mine*!  will  nllnw  me,  I  will  Kini<f  ihe  Airiii  iif  ibf*  rnne  (n 
l\alt  n  flftct'ii  WiinU.     Tlim  in  thn  case  ol  m  podiiitjiM«r  who 
paid  nviT  lliif  Aiiiniiiit  ol'  liiM  portUiKdi  In  llie  ciiiiirAcii>r,  but  \ 
Ihf  money  WHR  ;<tiilfn.     A  suit  wan  brouKiil  aicMiiint  hiiii, 
and  Ihe  aiiinijiit  recovert-rt  friiin  tiiiii.     But  •lure  ilmt  ijnitf  | 
it  bus  be*-ii  iirov'-n  ftittvliictorllytbnl  ihf  tiioiiey  wii<  Rlolen. 
Tliri'e  ar«  tlie  fuctii  of  Ul«  CMe.     1  hopa  lli<ir<-  will  bu  no  ' 
obJ«rctiun." 

Sir,  the  (latemeot  which  I  made  yesterday  was 
not  ihul  ihe^nuiiey  was  atulen.  The  case  is  this: 
The  pueitnasier  paid  over  the  money  to  the  con- 
tractor fur  cnirying  the  mails,  and  his  vouchers 
for  the  pHynient  wtre  sent  to  the  Geiitral  Post 
Onice,und  were  burned  when  the  Post  Office  build- 
ing was  burned,  in  1836.  A  suit  <yaHCuinmenced 
a^Hinsl  him,  however,  for  the  money,  inasmuch 
as  the  vouchers  were  lost.  The  contractor  to 
whom  the  money  had  been  paid  beinf;  dead,  the 
evidence  before  the  committee  is  from  the  brother 
ol  the  contractor,  whoceriifies  under  oaih  that  the 
conlractnr  did  receive  his  money.  And  the  peti- 
tioner asks  to  be  dischnrged  from  ihia  suit  against 
hitiM  This  makes  a  much  stronger  case  than  that 
as  reported  in  the  Globe.  I 

.Mr.  JONKS,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gentle-  I 
man  from  Ohio  if  ihe  contractor  was  charged  with  {' 
the  money  in  the  settlement  of  ibeaccounia  ol  the  U 
Department?  H 

Mr.   OLDS.     The  contractor's  account  uill  '[ 
stands  open  at  the  Department.     But  it  is  in  proof 
by  th«?  brother  of  the  contiactor,  under  oaih,  that 
the  contractor  did   receive  thia  money  from  the 
postmaster. 

M  r.  JON  ES.  In  what  year  was  the  money  paid  f 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  unable  to  say  now,  the  Sen- 
ate report  having  been  ruislaid.  I  believe,  hov^- 
ever,  it  was  in  1836. 

Mr.  JONES.  And  the  sutement  is,  that  the 
accounl  is  still  open  at  the  Post  Olnce  Department. 
I  should  suppose  it  would  be  settled  before  (bis 
lime. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  would  sute  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  that  the  account  hus  been  kept 
open  for  this  very  purpose,  of  giving  ihe  post- 
master an  opportunity  to  prove  this  fact.  He  has 
never  been  atile  to  do  it  lili  wTihin  the  last  six 
months. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  certainly  the  Department 
ought  to  have  been  able  to  close  the  account  within 
six  months,  if  it  is  proved  that  the  contractor  got 
the  money. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  following  House  bills  were  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and,  being  en- 
grossed, were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 

House  bill  (No.  269)  "to  create  and  providea 
pension  for  David  Towle;" 

House  bill  (No.  319)  "  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
McKnighl,  of  Kentucky;" 

House  bill  (No.  320)  "for  therelief  of  William 
Wallace,  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois;" 

House  bill  (No.  321)  "for  ihe  relief  of  Geofge 
M.  lientley,  of  the  State  of  Indianii;" 

Hnu8ebill(No.356)"for  the  relief  of  William 
G.  E^owiRon;" 

House  bill  (No.  360)  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Captain  Matthew  Jack,  deceased;" 

Housabill  (No.365)"for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Lot  Hall,  deceaeed;"  and 

House  bill  (No.  366)"  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Hoffman." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  hope  that  the  House  ' 
will  resolveiiself  into  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  ! 
on  Ihe  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to  finish  \ 
to-day  the  livil  and  diplomatic  bill.  i 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ala-  \ 
bama  to  yield  to  me  for  a  moment.  There  is  a 
bill  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the  public  lands 
of  Oregon,  which  has  come  back  from  the  Senate 
with  a  single  amendment.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  that  bill,  and 
a^ree  to  the  amendment. 


The  title  of  the  bill  was  reported,  as  follows: 

!      A  bill  to  oinend  an  act  approved  September  27, 

I  1850,  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of 

'  public  lands  in  Oregon,  and  ni>  act  amendatory 

thereof,  apiiroved  May  19,  18.53. 

Mr.  LErUHER.  I  undersuind  that  that  bill 
:  is  to  increase  ollices.     If  so,  I  object  to  it. 

Oljeciion  beiii»  made,  the  bill  was  not  taken  up. 
!      Mr.  McMULLlN.     1  move  that   the  Houae 
'  resolve  itself  into   a   CommiUee  of  the   Whole 
House  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

TheSPEAKEll.  This  being  private  bill  day, 
the  inutioti  to  go  into  Coininiileeupon  ilie  Private 
Calendar  lakes   precedence  of  the  motion  to  go 

I  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ou  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  wish  to  ask  the'genileman  from 
Alabama, thechnirmun  oftheCommitleeof  Ways 
and  Means,  what  he  proposes  to  take  up  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  ? 
I  Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  object  la  to  take  up  and 
finish  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  in  order  that  on 
Monday  we  may  take  up  the  bill  to  appropriate 
gilO.OOU.OOO  to  cany  out  our  recent  treaty  with 
Mexico. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  We  cannot  get  through 
with  that  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     We  can,  easily. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair,  if  we  go  into  Committee  of  tlie  Whole 
House  on  the  Private  Calendar,  will  it  be  objec- 
tion day,  or  will  discussion  be  in  order.' 
I  The  tiPEAKEK.  It  will  not  be  objection 
day.  ■' 

The  question  being  upon  Mr.  McMullin'i 
motion, 

Mr.  CARUTHERS  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Peckh.vm 
and  ViiL  were  appointed. 

The  qiiestion^was  taken;and  the  tellers  reported 
—ayes  i|9,  a  further  count  not  being  demanded. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  that  Ihe 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union;  and  being  taken, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended.  The 
House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  staie'of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Orr  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  fur  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  ending  the 
30tb  of  June,  1855. 

When  the  commitiee  last  rose,  Mr.  Smitu,  of 
Virginia,  had  oflered  the  following  amendment: 

For  (he  completion  of  the  bridge  at  Lllll'i  Fall!!,  in  Ihe 
DiaUicl  of  Columbia,  $75,IM) :  Protiidti,  That  no  pan  of 
lhi»  appropriation  nllall  beeipendrd  eicepl  in  fullillinenl  of 
a  conuacl  wbicll  the  Secreuir/ ot'  the  Inlermr  U  hereby 
reiinired  to  tnalte,  il  in  hiv  power  tu  do  e^>,  fur  the  coinplt;- 
lion  of  faid  briilg*-  fur  Ihe  amount  hereby  appropriated  ;  and 

II  nball  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  tie,  ibe  duly  of  naid 
Secretary  lo  rer)ilire  the  contractor  or  coiilraclOfH  to  give 
bond  wilhBOiple  securily  lor  tbu  fullillinenluf  hia  cuDtrael. 

Mr.  Skelton  had  moved  to  amend   the  same 
by  reducing  ihe  appropriation  to  838,000.  and  the  j 
pending  qiieNtion  was  upon  the  latteramendment. 

Mr.  LlirCHER.  I  do  not  propose  to  make 
anything  like  a  speech;  but  there  is  one  nsrt  of 
the  amendment  of  my  colleague  which  I  want 
stricken  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  |puBt  remind 
the  genilemon  that  there  is  already  nn  amendment 
pending — one  offered  by  the  genileman  from  New 
Jersey — umin  which  debate  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  thought  that  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Skelton's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  to  strike  from  the 
amendment  the  words  "  if  in  his  power  he  can  do 
so." 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  F  accept  the  gentle- 
man's amendment  as  a  modification  of  my  own. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  move  to  reiluce  the  ap- 
propriation to  $25,000. 

Mr.  Chairman,  It  is  nt  all  times  unpleasant 
for  me  to  differ  with  my  colleagues  on  any  ques- 
tion before  this  commitiee;  but  it  is  more  paii.ful 
for  me  to  differ  with  myr  friend  than  any  other 
colleague  of  mine  upon  this  floor.  It  is  my  desire 
now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commillee  to  the 
facts  in  this  o«ee.     In  the  first  place,  I  have,  and 
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have  had,  Tery  grave  doubts  whetlier  it  ii  t|u 
policy  of  this  Government  to  builJ  ihit  briinil 
all;  and  I  doubt  very  much  the  policy  of  rcLm. 
]  inencing  the  work  now  completely  prosirtte    If 
it  be  deiermined  to  build  a  bndje,  then  |  inot 
thai  111*  one  suxgeated  i.i  not  the  proptt  pniai. 
i      Vou  haves  bridge acrosH ihe PoloiMcnvp 
which  is  called  the  LoD^  Bridge.    There  i> 
(Congress  a  proposition  lo  build  a  bnd«  a^.  o. 
the  same  river  at  Georgetown,  iheobjm  of  whicli 
will  be  to  accommodate  the  traveling  commumij, 
both   by  carriage  and  railroad.    This  bridjt  it 
located  some  three  or  four  miles  abort  GM^^^ 
town.     Now,  all  that  will  be  iiecesnary  i(iat&il«. 
j  modate  the  community  will  be  to  conniroci  i  lam. 
pike  from  Leesburg.down  alongsidnhenvfrm 
point  opposite  Georgetown,  where  the  bridtfotuht 
to  be  built.     The  building  of  that  bridse  will  ikm 
supersede  the  necessity  lor  the  I 
one.     Now,  I  put  it  to  the  commr 
be  the  desire  to  build  one  or  two  !> 
gentlemen   notice  to-day,  that  if  i 
amendment  be  adopted  for  {hebm'. 
fat  Liitle  Fulls,  very  soon  they  will  be  Ml:t!) « i« 
provide  for  the  construction  of  another  one  offo- 
site  Georgetown.     I  iiiaiit  that  Ivo  bnifta  ire 
'  not  necessary.     By  building  the  bnd«e  ojipaijie 
:  Qeorgefown,  you  will  accoiniin>d.iteihnr«nlby 
I  the  road  provided  for  in  my  cnlln^ut'tuntiid- 
j  ment,  and  also  the  travel  of  Alexanilnt  in)  i)ie 
whole  South.      Von  must  build  a  brideeioai     ; 
thenorihernandsoiiihern  railroade.  Thel^ 
of  the  one  at  Georgetown  will  accotnraoili-t-  _. 
interests. 

i  appeal  to  my  colleague,  and  more  slm;ty 
because  I  look  to  the  interests  of  hi 
whether  he  ought  to  hesiiaie  a  m 
draw  his  amendment,  and  lo  let  a  |mui an 
introduced  for  the  building  of  a  bndfreat 
town.  Let  the  citizens  of  Georgeiowi 
the  turnpike  three  miles,  to  that  place,mde(t 
bridge  will  accommodate  all  interetts.  I  hope,  if 
my  colleague  will  not  withdraw  his  anen^twu, 
that  the  committee  will  vote  it  dovniflir,*r, ( 
I  repeat,  you  must  have  a  bridge  to  ciiiittciUii 
;  northern  with  the  southern  travel,  eiibei si GeM^ 
town  or  below  that  point.  Thai  place  1  uiif 
stand  to  be  the  propv  and  apnropnaieoiitfut 
bridge. 

Will  the  committee,  then,  under  iheeecirai* 

stances,  having:   heretofore  purUiised  ihit  Indp 

from    the    company,   and    having  appropntd 

j  430,000  for  this  purimse,  which  lias  been 

now  appropriate  jj75,Onn  more  when  C 

[  may  in  future,  as  it  douliiless  will,  be  csIIn  cp|i 

,  to  build  another  bridge  at  Georeeiounr   luooiJ 

be  doing  injustice  lo  every  inieresi  of  ihu  ^i"" 

country,     f  ask  you  to  lookat  thisqiitsimniiiMi 

true  character.     There  ought  not  to  be  iwo  i)|ii»- 

ions  upon  this  subjecl;  and  1  hopeUiesB«iiil««»' 

will  be  rejecied. 

Mr.  MAY.     I  hope  the  amendr- 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  jusi  lot 
hot  prevail.     I   think  that  ihe  on 
the  Gentleman  from  Virginia  [Vlr.  ■'■ 
the  favor  of  the  committee.    The.-i 
at  Little  Falls  is  one  that  has  been  se.tcni 
more  than   fifty  years;  and  the  genilfil'tn 
Virginia  [Mr.  McMollisJ  is  quite  mill''" 
it  is  not,  by  nature,  in  a  favorable  po«i 
bridge.     It  is  the  best,  in  my  opinion 
miles  above  that  place,  and  down  ' 
the  river.     The  channel  o(  the  n 
there  within  the  narrowest  space  to  "ri 
where  for  fifty  miles  above.    The  Go 
when  it  agreed  to  purchase  the  bridges 
eastern  brunch  of  the  Potomac,  that  thi 
nieation  between  this  District  and  Maryli 
be  free,  thought  that  it  would  be  just  lo 
of  Virginia  that  the  same  privilege  shoo 
to  them.     They  accordingly  purchaseil 
suspension  bridge  which  swung  scrot* 
at  ttiis  place.     That  is  the  origin  of  Ike 
of  ihis  bridge. 

Roads  constructed  at  great  expeuM 
this  point  upon  both  sides  of  the  river, 
munication  to  that  point  has  been  estsbl 
fifty  years'  use  of  the  bridge;  and  ilwill 
serious  disappointment  ami  injury  to  '"' 
upon   both  sides  ofthe  river  if  ihai  coraimi 
lion  should  be  interrupted.     Thed 
undertaken  to  build  this  bridge.     I 
it,  and  it  is  an  act  ofjustice  to  ihe  ("  i 
ginia,  aa  well  aa  the  people  of  the  Dmndi 
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the  communication  upon  both  sides  should  be  free 
nnd  open.  I  uubmit,  therefore,  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment  shall  now  retreat  from  this  sort  of  unJer- 
takinj?  Shall  an  accident,  such  as  happened  to 
this  bridge,  and  which  has  been  explained  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  have  been  caused  by 
the  breakm^  of  a  strap  of  iron,  prevent  Congress 
from  fulfilhng  its  en^asiement  to  complete  this 
work.  The  gentleman  describes  the  piers  as  being 
solid  and  enduring;.  I  wish  to  observe,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  a  bridge-builder,  who,  at  my  instance, 
went  and  examined  those  piers — I  speak  of  Mr. 
Wendell  Rollman,  a  man  of  learning,  whose  opin- 
ion is  entitled  to  great  weight,  and  who  built  the 
bridges  upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad — 
that  there  never  was  a  work  more  judiciously 
plduneil  than  this  bridge.  I  do  trust  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  be  adopted,  so  that  the-  people 
of  Virginia,  residing  in  that  part  of  the  State,  may 
have  free  access  to  this  city.  The  position  is  a 
g'iod  one,  and,  as  I  said  before,  one  long  selected, 
and,  by  a  sort  of  common  user,  has  become  the 
ferry  at  that  point  of  the  river.  I  trust  that  the 
committee  will  give  their  support  to  the  amend- 
ment propo.sed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

iMr.  FLORENCE.  I  want  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  .gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [.Mr.  Smith,]  which  I  will  read  as  I  go 
along.  I  do  not  propose  to  reduce  the  appropri- 
ation, but  to  provide  how  it  is  to  be  expended,  and 
liow  the  contract  shall  be  made.  It  seems  to  be 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  this  bridge  ought  to  be 
built.  That  seemf  to  be' the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  committee;  and  the  only  sugge-stion  now 
which  applies  most  intimately  to  the  minds  of  all 
the  members  here  i^,  that  the  work  shall  be  satis- 
factorily performed. 

TheCH.\lRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  pleased  to  slate  what  amendment 
he  proposes. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

For  the  erection  and  completion  of  a  bridge  near  the 
Liiile  Fall:*,  on  ilie  Potoin.ic  river,  .57.^,00u  ;  to  beexpendi^d 
iind^r  rlie  direclinn  of  tlie  Secretary  ot' rtiii Treajiury :  Pro- 
rtWcit,  TtiiU  the  con«ltiiclioti  nnd  supervision  of  Itie  same 
be  ijhtced  in  charfje  of  a  civil  ennioei-r  of  exp-rieiice  and 
ability,  and  ih>it  llie  whole  eo4t^h^ll  nnfexcei'd  tlM>  anioimi 
]ier«firi  appmprlated ;  a  t;onlrai;t  to  be  made  with  the  iiio-l 
rn-iponsililt!  btij'ler  after  lirHl  inviuni;  plans  and  proposals 
for  lliirty  days  in  si.x  or  loore  daily  journats  of  Uie  (Jailed 
Sla  ed. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  submit 
the  amendment  without  desiring  to  detain  the 
committee  any  longer  with  observations  upon  il. 
It  is  comprehensive;  it  is  clear;  it  is  plain;  it 
guards  the  Treasury;  and  it  aecurea  the  erection 
of  a  perfect  structure. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  difficulty  which  ap- 
pears to  be  in  the  amendment  is,  that  it  orders  the 
contract  to  be  given  to  the  richest  man  in  the  com- 
munity— to  "  the  most  responsible." 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Well,  let  the  amendment 
be  altered,  so  as  to  make  the  contract  be  assigned 
to  the  best  bidder.  I  meant  the  most  responsible 
architecturally — professionally  the  best  bidder. 
And  I  do  not  know,  after  all,  but  that  the  most 
responsible  bidder  would  be  the  best  bidder.  It 
is  a  matter  of  very  great  consequence  that  the  con- 
troctor  should  be  a  man  of  responsibility;  because 
if  he  be  not  responsible,  we  have  no  assurance  that 
the  bridge  will  be  properly  constructed.  I  think 
il  was  fur  want  of  responsibility — mechanical 
responsibility  or  skill — that  the  other  structure 
fell.  I  therefore  desire  to  present  the  amendment, 
anil  I  think  if  the  committee  listen  to  the  reading 
of  it  again,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  adop- 
tion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  the  attention  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  minutes,  to  get  the  facta 
fairly  before  them.  As  to  the  correctness  of  the 
aite  for  the  bridge — as  to  its  being  a  mostadvanl- 
a^ireous  one,  as  slated  by  ihe  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, [Mr.  Mat,]  I  shall  not  controvert  that 
point  with  him.  I  concede  the  fact;  it  is  a  good 
site.  The  river  is  narrow,  and  it  is  a  very  good 
place  to  build  the  bridge.  But  that  is  not  the  is.iue 
which  I  tender  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and 
to  the  gentlernan  from  Maryland.  What,  sir,  is 
the  issue?  I  say  that  it  is  better  that  we  should 
not  build  a  bridge  there  at  all.  And  why.'  I  say 
that  but  one  bridge  ought  to  be  built  from  this 
District  to  the  Virginia  shore.  I  say,  further,  that 
the  building  of  a  bridge  at  Georgetown  willsuper- 
■edc  th^  necessity  erbuilding  a  bridged  Littl« 


Falls.  I  beg  the  House  to  remember  that  you  can 
construct  a  bridge  at  Georgetown,  on  the  aqueduct, 
which  will  accuilimodaie,  as  i  before  remarked, 
nut  only  the  traveling  coininunity  which  comes 
from  Little  Falls,  but  it  will  do  more;  it  will  ac- 
commodate the  traveling  coninuinity  %>f  Alexan- 
dria, Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  and  the  whole 
South. 

Since  I  had  the  floor  upon  this  subject,  the  other 
day,  1  have  been  informed  that  variouv petitions 
have  been  presented  at  the  other  end  of  the  Cap- 
itol, asking  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  sub- 
ject. Now,  sir,  I  say  in  my  place  thot  you  can 
construct  a  bridge  at  Georgetown  upon  the  piers 
already  there,  which  were  built  at  the  expense  of 
the  General  Government.  Over  those  piers  you 
can  construct  a  bridge  which  will  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  the  gentleman's  ^constiluents,  by  simply 
extending  the  turnpike  road.  Is  Congress  pre- 
pared for  an  expenditure  of  $73, UUO,  when  you  can 
save  the  most  of  it  by  constructing  two  or  three 
miles  of  turnpike  road.'  C.in  it  make.^ny  differ- 
ence with  the  people  of  Fredericksburg,  and  of  all 
that  country,  whether  they  travel  on  the  north 
aide  of  the  river,  or  go  the  same  dialaoce  on  the 
south  side? 

I  beg  the  learned  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
[Mr.  Mat]  to  look  at  the  matter  as  a  practical 
question.  Will  you  build  two  bridges  or  one.' 
I'am  one  of  tlioae  who  will  not  uphold  this  ex- 
travagant system  of  legislation.  And  I  beg  the 
committee  to  remember,  that  if  they  vnt£  down 
the  amendment  now;  if  the  object  is  just,  right, 
and  proper,  it  will  be  competent  fur  my  worthy, 
intelligent,  and  illustrious  colleague  who  offered 
it,  or  tor  his  friends,  to  offer  the  amendment,  and 
attach  It  to  the  bill,  in  the  Senate.  But  I  tell  him 
and  the  Senate  that  it  is  unnecessary, 

I  hope  the  committee  will  vote  down  his  amend- 
ment. I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  one  bri  Ige 
only  is  necessary,  and  that  such  bridge  must  be 
built.  There  are  constituents  of  mine  who  ask 
the  privilege  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  Alex- 
andria to  Washington  city,  the  work  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  over  the  Long  Bridge.  A  bridge  will  be 
built  for  that  purpose,  either  by  the  Government 
or  by  rivnie  enterprise.  Bull  hope  the  time  will 
soon  arrive  when  the  General  Government  will 
cut  itself  loose  from  all  public  improveraents.  A 
bridge  can  be  built  by  private  enterprise  for  one 
third  less  than  il  can  be  constructed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Bui  1  repeat,  that  two  bridges  are  unnecessary. 
The  one  at  Georgetown  is  oil  that  is  neceswary; 
and  if  1  vo(e  for  the  amendment  at  all,  it  will  be 
for  the  bridge  at  Georgetow(i;  but  I  cannot  con- 
sistently vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  my 
colleague  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  With  the  consent  of  the 
committee,  I  will  modify  my  amendment,  so  as'to 
make  it  read  "  the  best  bidder,"  instead  of  "  the 
most  responsible  bidder." 

Mr.  'XAYLOR,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman,  that  he  modify  it  so  as  to 
make  il  read  "  th&Jowest  and  best  bidder." 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  1  will  accept  iliot  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  FLoaENCc'i 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Smith's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr:  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Before  the 
question  is  taken,  I  move  to  amend  by  increasing 
the  appropriation  one  dollar. 

I  move  that  amendment  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  a  word  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smith,]  and  in  reply 
to  thegentlenmn  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullin.] 
The  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  a  bridge  at  this 
point  will  not  be  needed,  because  one  can  be  built 
at  Georgetown  more  conveniently.  Now,  sir,  a 
bridge  cannot  be  built  at  Georgetown  without  cost- 
ing at  least  four  or  five  times  as  much  as  will  be 
necessary  to  build  it  at  the  Little  Falls.  A  bridge 
is  needed  at  this  latter  ploce.  The  people  in  Vir- 
ginia, opposite,  are  in  constant  communication 
with  the  cities  of  Georgetown  and  Washington. 
As  was  remarked  by  ttie  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  May,]  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
take  this  direction  for  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years. 

If  you  make  the  bridge  at  Georgetown,  it  will 
evidently  he  intended  to  do  away  with  the  one 
opposite  Washington.  There  are  two  or  three 
railroads  centering  at  Alexaaiiria,  all  the  tnvel 


by  which  passes  up  to  and  overlhe  Long  Bridge, 
to  the  city  of  Wasnington,  thence  off  to  various 
poriions  of  the  Union.  If  you  make  the  bridge  at 
Georgetown,  you  increeise  the  travel  from  Alex- 
andria to  that  place  to  thirteen  miles;  whereas, 
by  the  L'5ng  Bridge,  the  distance  is  only  six 
miles. 

On  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac  the 
Government  has  thought  proper  to  buy  out  two 
or  three  bridges  located  within  a  mile  or  two  of 
each  other.  Why  did  it  buy  ihem  out.'  Becausa 
it  wanted  to  make  the  travel  between  Maryland 
and  this  District  convenient — open  and  without 
e.xpense.  The  people  of  Virginia  are  as  much 
entitled  to  this  convenience  as  those  of  Maryland. 
The  citizens  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  ore 
as  much  entitled  to  convenience  in  going  into 
Virginia  as  in  going  into  Maryland. 

The  Little  Falls  bridge  crosses  the  river  at  a 
point  where  the  distance  is  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet,  ills  about  three  and  a  half  miles 
above  Georgetown.  Every  part  of  the  structure 
will  be  within  the  Districtof  Columbia,  its  jurisdic- 
tion exiendingto  the  other  shore.  We  have  a  firm 
and  substaniial  abutment  on  the  Virginia  side. 
Besides,  the  Government  has  there  two  piers  now 
constructed,  and  which  will  be  a  total  loss  if  this 
site  is  abandoned.  It  will  be  necessary  to  build 
two  other  piers  in  order  to  reach  the  high  ground 
on  the  Virginia  side.  I  understand  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  erect  these  two  piers,  and  to  put  up  a 
wooden  structure  which  can  there  be;nade  cheaper 
than  at  any  other  point  of  the  river.  At  George- 
town the  distance  across  the  river  is  four,  five,  or 
SIX  times  as  much,  and  the  cost  of  the  sirticture 
will  be  four,  five,  or  six  times  as  great  as  the 
amount  now  proposed  to  be  appropriated. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  appro- 
priation now  proposetl  will  meet  nil  the  expense 
of  putting  up  a  complete  and  substantial  structure 
at  that  point.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  dune,  and  1 
shall  vote  for  it  cheerfully. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  am  opposed 
to  ihe  amendment  of  the  genileman  from  Ken- 
tucky, but  for  the  original  amendment, moved  by 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  am  also  for  voting. 
I  think  that  the  committee  understand  this  question 
>itry  well.  It  is  needless  to  consume  more  lime 
on  It.  I  think  that  thegenileman  from  Kentuckjr, 
who  moves  to  reduce  the  appropriation,  hae 
given  us  most  conclusive  reasons  why  we  should 
not  abandon  the  bridge  at  Little  Falln.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  anything  I  can  say  will  give  the 
committee  more  information  on  this  subject  than 
it  now  has.  The  question  simply  is,  shall  we 
abandon  this  bridge  after  the  expenditure  of 
so  much  money .'  That  is  the  whole  question.  I 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  House  iota  not  in- 
tend to  abandon  it.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  ma- 
jority for  abandoning  it.  If  I  did,  I  would  take 
more  time  to  argue  the  question.  I  hope  that  we 
may  have  a  vote  on  the  amendment  without  fur- 
ther discussion. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  by  unanimou* 
consent,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered  on  Mr.  Smith's  amend- 
ment, and  Messrs.  Hamilto!<  and  Hastinui 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  71,  noes  58. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  to  ofTer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  slalistlcs,  and  the  pro- 
curifiiient  and  di<trihution  of  ctitltne*  and  si^eds,  j^35,t)tlO  ; 
to  be  psid  out  of  any  mouey  ia  tile  Treaiiury  not  oitierwisa 
appropriated. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
miasionjr  of  Patents,  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  to  be  read. 

The  communication  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

UsiTSD  8t*teb  Patint  Orrici,  ( 
Junsai,  18.M.  S 

Sia:  I  understand  Ihal  the  CommUlce  of  Ways  nnd 
Means,  in  the  civil  and  diploinaiic  bill,  about  li»  be  acted 
upon  by  Congress,  hav«  iieKlccled  to  pnividc,  as  has  been 
the  Clinton)  ht-rclolore,  any  npproiirialion  Idr  ltl«  coll*i(*lion 
of  agricultural  staii:Uic:>,  and  the  tirocureiiicuLand  di(tlril>a- 
lion  of  riitlin^-<  and  sredc. 

I.b*-c  Ipavt-  to  infonn  yon  that,  in  aniicipaiion  of  siioh 
an  appmpriiltioii,  to  be  expelulnd  und«r  the  dirPCIion  of 
lhi.4  Rurean,  vfe.  hav-R  Hlrt>ndy  collect'Ml  much  valuahh:  sia- 
tiolical  and  othi*r  ncrieulliinil  infonnnltnn,  iiitendrd  to  be 
embodied  in  our  next  annual  report,  which,if  properly  oar- 
rle4  Inie  efleci,  will  r«i)aira  additional  msans. 
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Should  ii  be  the  plowure  nrCon(reH  that  anything  rlinuld  , 
bi)  done  ill  ibm  renp^ei,  bwyniul  Uie.rHSch  of'tli«  mnan^now 
ml  our  di5|K>i<al,  n  lurthor  apirrnpriation  will  hr  Tit^cei«»ary[ 
Slid  if  il  bo  liiieiidcd  to  nilpply,  in  aiiy  n;ai»*n)abk  dirffren, 
llie  wantx,  anrl  to  comply  wiili  the  wi^ltnti,  ol'tllt^  ouricultil- 
ral  porliriii  of  thr  crmiiniintly,  it  will  rf()iiir>r  ail  appropria- 
(Ion  fitr  that  purpose,  of  not  Ickh  than  $iA,OI)0. 

(  have  Tio  dniihi  that  siii'li  a  •tuni  could  be  very  advant- 
■Keourily  employed  III  furtherance  of  the  general  object*  of 
Uio  ajiricullural  branch  of  tliin  olHce. 

Very  rcHpecitully,  your  obedient  aerraui, 

O.  MASON,  a>iiiminiim«r. 

To  lion.  JonN  L.  Dawkon,  Cknirmun  of  Commiitee 
on  ^giUTtUurtj  Houit  aj  Hepruentativtt^  United  StaUt. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  think  thnt  there  are  two 
pointii  about  this  amentlmenl  on  which  1  ought  to 
■ay  something.  In  the  firal  place,  the  letter  just 
reatl  would  seem  to  convey  the  impreiwion  that 
Ihe  Coinmitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  inten- 
tionally neglected  to  include  thai  appropriation  in 
this  bill,  ft  is  a  singular  racl,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  phraseology  used  by  the  Commissioner  of! 
Patent*  in  that  letter,  he  presented  no  estimate  to  ! 
the  committee  for  this  purpose;  although  he  seems 
to  endeavor  to  cast  upon  us  the  reflection — or  what 
he  thinks  the  reflection — of  having  omitted  or 
failed  to  include  this  appropriation  in  the  bill.  But, 
in  truth  and  in  fact,  it  is  entirely  a  neglect  of  his  j 
own,orof  aoine  one  else  in  the  PatentOfRce.  No 
estimate  fur  this  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  and  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
traveling  out  of  estimates,  sent  from  the  Depart- 
me/its  in  one  shape  or  the  other,  with  a  view  to 
make  appropriations. 

There  is  another  thing.   The  phraseology  of  this 
amendment,  in  its  present  form,  is  unusual;  and 
I  think  it  is  wrong.    Until  the  deficiency  bill  which 
passed  the  House  the  other  day,  we  have  always 
appropriated  that  money  out  of  the  Patent  Office 
fund.     We  did  not  do  it  in  that  deficiency  bill,  and 
for  the  reason  that  the  Patent  Ollice  was  without 
funds.     But  we  gave  them  $10,000  in  that  bill. 
We  gave  them  $40,000  or  $45,000  to  furnish  a 
room  in  which  to  keep  their  models.     We  have 
given  them  from  $50,000  to  $60,000  in  this  bill,  ! 
with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  meet  these  expenses 
thereafler.      That  amendment  ought  to   provide  I 
that  the  moneys,  appropriated  by  it,  should  come  I 
out  of  the  Patent  OlTice  fund.     It  ii  for  the  next  I 
fiscal  year;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  they  will 
have  a  Patent  Office  fund  next  year  out  of  which 
to  pay  these  appropriations.     We  have  paid  all  ; 
the  deficiencies  this  year.      We   have  furnished 
their  room  for  models,  which  is  the  first  appro- 
priation of  the  kind  that  we  have  ever  made.    We  ' 
nave  done  all  this, and  now  it  is  asked  to  pay  this  ' 
appropriation  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Now,  I  think  the  proper  mode  would  be  to 
amend  the  amendment  so  as  to  make  the  appro-  1 
priaiion  be  paid  out  of  the  Patent  Office  fund;  and  i 
if  they  have  no  fund,  I  think  it  is  time  for  them 
to  let  UH  know  that,  and  to  let  us  take  such  steps 
to  supply  them  as  may  be  necessary.  In  the 
mean  time,  nnd  considering  the  fact  that  the  appro- 

Criations   contained    in  this  amendment  will  not 
ave  to  be  expended  until  the  next  fiscal  year,  i  > 
move  to  amend    the  amendment  by  striking  out 
these   last    words,  "  out  of  any  moneys   in   the  { 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, "and  insert  j 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  *'  out  of  the  Patent  Office 
fund." 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  am  opposed  to  theamendnMnl 
to  the  amendment  gubmiiled  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  for  the  reason  that  he 
has  olready  given.  He  says  this  money  should 
come  out  of  the  Patent  Office  fund.  Now,  I  am 
opposed  to  any  such  amendment.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  great  agricultural  interests  of  this  country 
being  made  to  piny  second-fiddle  to  any  other  in- 
terest. Take  this  appropriation  from  the  funds 
of  the  Patent  Office,  and  you  tax  the  mechanics 
and  inventors  of  this  country  for  the  benefit  of, the 
farmers,  although  it  is  very  little  that  they  get  from 
this  Government.  Again,  he  says  the  money 
will  not  be  wanted  until  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  fiscal  year.  Now,  the  great  object  of 
having  this  appropriation  made  now  is,  that  they 
can  predicate  upon  it  their  conduct  and  calcula- 
tions in  reference  to  purchasing  these  seeds,  and 
in  order  that  they  can  get  and  distribute  them 
within  the  fiscal  year,  as  they  ought  to  do,  and  in 
order  that  ue  may  not  have  to  supply  a  deficiency 
for  this  object  in  the  next  deficiency  bill.  1  think 
the  propo.iiiion  a  reasonable  one,  and  that  the 
Patent  Office  can  expend  this  money  with  great 
benefit  to  the  country.     If  it  is  appropriated  now, 


out  of  the  general  fund,  the  Commissioner  of  Pat- 
ents can  go  on  and  make  his  contracts  for  these 
seeds  with  more  confidence,  and  at  a  greater  ad- 
vantage, than  he  c«n  do  if  we  fail  to  appropriate 
it.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  will  not  prevail,  but 
that  theamendinent  of  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan will  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BKNSON.  I  move  to  increase  the  amount 
contained  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Clark]  five  dollars. 

1  make  that  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  thepur- 
po«e  of  saying  a  word  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  HousTOK,]as 
well  as  maintaining  the  importance  of  a  liberal 
appropriation  for  the  object  under  consideration. 
It  IS  well  known  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
the  members  of  this  House  who  believe  that  some- 
thing more  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  great  in- 
terest of  agriculture  than  what  is  obtained  as  a  sort 
of 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.)  i 
rise  to  a  point  of  order.  It  is,  that  the  gentleman 
is  talking  about  the  propriety  of  buying  the  seed, 
and  nut  to  ttie  impartance  of  buying  five  dollars' 
worth  more,  as  proposed  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  will  endeavor  to  keep  as 
near  to  the  line  of  propriety,  in  my  remorks,  as 
the  gentleman  usually  does,  and  as  near  to  ray 
amendment.  ~ 

The  CHAlRtMAN.  The  gentleman  ahould 
keep  as  near  to  the  explanation  of  the  necessity 
of  his  amendment  as  he  can.  Some  latitude  has 
been  heretofore  allowed;  but  the  gentleman  will  see 
thenecessity  of  confining  himselfio  hie  amendment. 

Mr.  BENSON.  I  take  it,  that  if  my  argument 
goes  to  show  the  necessity  of  expending  the 
amount  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan, together  with  the  addition  which  1  propose, 
it  will  be  pertinent  and  in  order. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  enough 
to  say  that  there  are  those,  and  they  are  numer- 
ous. In  this  House  who  believe  we  ought  to  ex- 
pend at  least  the  sum  which  is  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  together  with  the  sum 
which  I  have  proposed  to  add  thereto,  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  this  great  interest.  Sir,  I  believe 
the  judgment  of  the  country  is,  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  separate  and  distinct  Department  of  the 
Government  devoted  to  the  cause  of  agriculture. 
And  it  is  not  a  new  idea.  Washington  presented 
it  in  his  various  messages  while  he  was  President 
of  the  United  Slates;  and  in  March,  1797,  writing 
to  Mr.  Sinclair,  says: 

"  I  am  aorry  to  add,  that  nothing  flnsK  in  Confresa  hai 
been  decided  reHpecliiig  the  iiiitltluiioii  of  a  naUonal  board 
of  acricullure,  n-commended  by  me  at  ihe  opening  of  the 
•eifaion.  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  next  aeaiion  will 
bring  thii  matter  to  iiiaturily." 

From  that  day  almost  every  President  of  the 
United  States  has  presented  the  distinct  proposi- 
tion that  there  ought  to  be,  in  behalf  of  tne  great 
interest  of  agriculture,  a  department  peculiar  and 
devoted  to  it.  But  all  that  agriculture  has  yet  re- 
ceived, is  simply  that  which  it  gets  as  a  sort  of 
adjunct  to  the  Patent  Office. 

Allow  me  to  say,  however,  that  the  agricultural 
part  of  the  Report  of  the  Patent  Office  Is  a  valu- 
able contribution  in  aid  of  this  great  cause.  It  ii 
a  document  which  is  more  demanded  by  my  con- 
stituents, and  by  almost  every  agricultural  portion 
of  the  country,  than  any  document  which  is  pub- 
lished by  the  order  of  this  House.  And,  sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  ought  not  to  be  dependent 
upon  any  particular  fund,  such  as  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston)  suggests,  contin- 
gent in  its  character,  to  furnish  the  necessary 
means  for  supplying  the  information  to  give  value 
to  the  only  book  which  is  peculiarly  interesting  to 
the  farmers  of  the  country. 

It  should  be  a  separate  and  distinct  fund.  I 
think  we  ought  to  expend  at  least  the  amount 
asked  for  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan;  and  if  we  spend  more  than  that,  I  will 
venture  to  say  our  constituents  will  not  find  fault 
with  us  for  that,  whatever  they  may  do  in  refer- 
ence to  buying  Hickey'a  Constitution,  valuable 
as  that  is, and  variousotherpublicaiions  which  we 
are  scattering  broadcast  over  the  land.  Let  us 
do  something  for  this  interest.  Let  us  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  and 
I  will  not  ask  for  more. 


II. 


Mr.  BENSON.  1  will  now  withdraw  my 
amendment.  ' 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object  to  the  amendment 
being  withdrawn.  I  have  no  objection  at  all  to 
making  the  usual  allowance  from  the  Pairn:  ('';T;re 
fund  for  the  purpose  specified  in  this  i; 

buti  doobjecltosaddlinglhePalent(i  ^ 

Office,  antf  every  other  Deparlmeni 
ernment,  upon  the  National  Treasury  .  v 

creating  the  necessity  for  keeping  u,  ... 
and  preventing  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  I  find 
that  those  men  who  are  the  moat  interested  in  the 
passage  of  such  propositions  as  this,  are  genemlly 
men  who  belong  to  Ihe  tariff  party;  that  they  arc 
generally  those  who  are  the  most  ioierestcd-4n 
Keeping  up  a  high  protective  inriflT. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  m«-t  remind 
the   gentleman   that    he   must   coiifi 
opposing  the  amendment  of  the  geii  l. 

Maine. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  am  confining  myaclf  to 
that  amendment.  I  resist  that  amendmenl 
upon  the  ground,  and  for  thereaaon,  that  it  ii 
throwing  additional  burdens  upon  the  geneni 
Treasury,  and  thereby  creating  a  neceesily  fer 
imposing  high  larifl'  duties  upon  the  peopie.  It 
strikes  me  that  that  is  a  perifectly  legitireale  and 
fair  mode  of  argument  in  mipoaingtheanendmeol 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  I  «!-.'  '  ■■'••^'  to 
measures  of  this  kind  being  resorted 
pose  of  keeping  up  the  necessity  of  a  uj 

prevent  our  reducing  the  duties  upon  iiuporu. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  those  expenditures  are  con- 
cerned, let  the  Patent  Office  pay  them  out  of  in 
own  fund.  Let  those  who  come  here  with  thew 
inventions  pay  for  these  expenses  out  i.f  rhe  fur.da 
which  they  have  contributed.  Ihav- 
to  this  allowancebeing  madeoutof  iii  t 

expended  in  this  way,  or  in  any  other  way  which 
Congress  may  think  proper.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  I 
hope  the  burdens  of  thi.s  expenditure  wi?I  b« 
borne  by  the  Patent  Office  itself,  and  that  that 
Department  will  not  be  saddled  too  upon  the  gen- 
eral Treasury. 

Mr.  BENSON,  by  uoanimoua  connat,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

The  question  rfhen  recurred  upon  the  >ea<ii4- 
ment  o^ered  by  Mr.  Clarc;  and  being  taken,  tte 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  presume  this  is  a  »ery  good 
place  to  oflTer  an  amendment,  which  I  hold  in  07 
hand. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  McmstoaM 
this  is  rather  an  irregular  way  of  proonding.  1 
think  it  will  be  beuer  if  the  gentleman  wiU  utov 
the  miscellaneous  items  contained  in  the  bill  to  be 
read  before  he  offers  his  amendment.  We  have 
commenced  otTering  these  general  amendmenis  at 
the  head  of  the  miscellaneous  class  of  items  eoa> 
toined  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING.  Ff  the  Committee  of  Ways  ssd 
Means  think  that,  it  would  be  preuier  at  lis  bot- 
tom, very  well.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE  I  more  to  strike 
"$200"  from  the  following: 

For  compennalion  of  inspectom  of  said  penltesliarT . 
(penitentiary  of  Uie  Dialriot  of  Culumbta,)  $3IX>, 

— and  to  insert  as  follows: 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  dn"."     --  '  ■'-■    '^  '  '- 

contained  in  the  act  making  it 
of  GovernmenI,  apprtived  I-: 

salary  of  the  inapeclors  was  renuciM,  o*-,  m:iu  ui«  *«..  w 
hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  instructed  by  Ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  refK>rt  that  ameiW- 
ment   to  this  committee.    The  facts  are  bmtr 
these:  A  number  of  years  ago  a  law  was  pafseo, 
embracing  among  other  things  the  appoiotmeatef 
inspectors   for  the   penitenimrv    -'"   •'-  -  "    •"•', 
fixing  the  salary  of  each  at  » 
on  .them   some   very  consider 
compensation  was  not  an  extravag;, 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill  of  1848   a  ; 
inserted,  reducing  the  compensation    at   ther;  in- 
spectors to  $100  each.    That  is  the  proviso  wfctefc 
the  amendmenl  proposes  to  repeal.     <">"  '^'  "  rr~ 
sentations  made  to  the  commiitee  of 
of  the  duties  of  these  gentleman,  u-v 
4250  a.  year  to  each  was  not  an  exoi 
It  is  therefore  proposed  to  restore  tl 
ary.     The  law  originally  gave  them  ji.i' 
each. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  should  like  rery  i. 
have  Bom*a  information  in  regsrd  to  thia  pcBiu 
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tiary.  There  are  some  $9,000  appropriated  each 
year  to  keep  up  that  institution.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  convicts  are  supported  in  ease 
and  comfort,  or  whether  they  are  required  to  labor.' 
I  think  that  they  ought  to  be  made  to  work  out  a 
considerable  part  of  the  expense.  I  hope  the 
committee  mayjiot  adopt  the  amendment. 

A  Member.  The  expense  of  the  penitentiary 
is  S  12,000. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  am  told  that  the  expense  of 
the  institution  is  812,000.  If  this  penitentiary  is 
getting  to  be  such  a  great  tax  on  the  Government 
we  had  better  abolish  it. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  cannot  answer  the 
gentleman.  I  cannot  give  him  a  detailed  account 
of  the  management  of  the  institution.  Our  atten- 
tion was  not  directed  to  that.  Our  attention  was 
only  directed  to  the  charactei  of  the  duties  which 
these  inspectors  had  to  perform,  and  the  amount 
of  their  compensation.  ^Ve  were  satisfied  the 
amount  proposed  in  the  amendment  was  proper. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  instructed  bytheCom- 
niittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  otferthe  following 
amendment: 

For  paytiipnt  to  the  city  of  Norfolk,  for  rent  of  rooms  in 
the  Ciiy  Hall  by  the  district  conn  or  the  URited  Biaies  fur 
tli«  eaRteni  diuu'icl  of  Virginia,  froai  the  SOtli  of  May,  1850, 
tu  tlie  3Uth  ul  May,  l!J.>3,§^0U. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EWING.  1  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  milenge  nnd  per  diem  to  WilllAin  CarrLnne.for  coii- 
cei^uiig  the  s«)itof  ihu  Uelcgale  from  \«w Mexico,. 5-J,8(}d  BO. 

.  1  presume  that,  with  a  brief  explanation,  there 
■will  be  no  objection  to  the  amendment.  I  have 
been  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
and,  I  believe,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  with  perfect 
unanimity,  to  report  in  favor  of  paying  mileage 
and  per  diem  lo  William  Carr  I«ne  for  contest- 
ing the  seat  of  the  Delegate  from  New  Mexico. 
I  have  been  advised  that  the  point  in  the  bill  which 
we  are  now  considering  is  as  good  a  place  as  ! 
could  find  to  offer  the  amendment.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  unanimously,  or,  perhaps,  with 
but  one  dissenting  voice,  reported  against  allowing 
the  seat  to  Governor  Lane.  I  myselfconcurred  in 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee;  be- 
lieving that  the  sitting  member  was  entitled  to  his 
seat.  .\t  the  same  time,  however,  that  the  com- 
mittee believed  this,  there  was  at  all  events  plaus- 
ible ground  amply  sufficient  to  justify  Governor 
Lane  in  contesting  the  seat.  There  were  great 
irregularities — irregularities  which,  perhaps, ought 
to  be  overlooked  in  a  new  Territory,  recently  or- 
ganized like  that  of  New  Mexico,  comprising 
Buch  a  population  as  it  does.  1  say,  that  there 
were  great  irregularities  in  the  election,  but  there 
^as  no  proof  to  sati-sfy  us  that  there  was  fraud  in 
any  case;  and  we  felt  bound,  under  the  decisions 
of  the  courts,  to  decide  against  the  petitioner. 

The  committee  are  well  aware  that  it  is  import- 
ant to  nay  the  expenses  of  the  contestants  of  seats 
upon  this  floor,  in  order  to  preserve  the  purity  of 
elections,  and  guard  the  rights  of  the  people  and 
their  Representatives.  No  man  is  willing  to  come 
here  from  such  a  remote  constituency  as  that  of 
New  Mexico  at  very  great  expense,  with  his  case 
prepared  at  still  greater  expense,  and  remain  here 
awaiting  the  action  of  the  House  at  an  addilional 
e.xpense;  for  we  all  know  what  it  costs  to  live  at 
ho'.ele  here,  and  it  is  bad  enough  with  the  per 
diem.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  o  poor  man 
ivould,  and  I  know  that  a  rich  niijji  would  not,  be 
willing — after  going  through  the  canvass,  and  per- 
haps incurring  expenses  there — to  prepare  his 
case,  come  to  this  great  distance,  neglect  his  busi- 
iiefts,  and  pay  his  board  here,  to  contest  a  seat 
here.  It  is  on  that  principle  that  we  recommend 
this  appropriation,  and  I  simply  wish  to  remind 
the  committee  that  it  has  always  justified  and  in- 
elucerl  the  House  to  appropriate  money  to  payfor 
the  mileage  and  per  diem  of  o  contesting  member. 
"With  this  brief  explanation,  I  presume  the  com- 
mittee will  hardly  object  to  the  amendment,  al- 
though I  see  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jokes]  rising  lo  oppose  it.     [A  laugh.] 
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Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenneesee.  I  am  opposed  to 
this  amendment,  as  I  have  been  to  every  one  of  a 
similar  character  since  I  have  been  here.  I  have 
one  rule  on  which  I  act  on  subjects  of  this  kind, 
and  from  which  I  do  not  vary.  It  is  this:  that 
when  a  contestant  succeeds  in  ousting  the  sitting 
member,  I  will  vote  to  pay  him  the  mileage  and 
per  diem  up  to  that  time,  whether  he  succeeds  in 
establishing  his  own  right  to  the  seat  or  not.  But 
1  cannot  vote  to  pay  any  contestant  who  has  failed 
to  satisfy  the  House  that  the  sitting  member  is 
not  entitled  to  his  seat. 

[Cries  of  "  aueslion  !"  "  Question  !"] 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  propose  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  increasing  the  appro- 
priation one  dollar. 

I  desire  to  remark,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  is 
a  rather  peculiar  case,  and  one  which  does  not 
ordinarily  occur.  When  Colonel  Lane  left  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  to  come  to  Washington 
ond  claim  a  seat  on  this  floor  as  the  Delegate  of 
that  Territory,  he  certainly  felt  that  he  was  the 
rightfully  and  legally  elected  Delegate.  The  elec- 
tion returns  ihat  wete  then  in.the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Territory  showed  that  he  had  a  large 
mojority  of  the  votes  returned.  The  certificate, 
however,  was  given  to  SeiiorGiLLEGOs;  or  rather 
a.  complex  sort  of  certificate  was  given  to  him,  not 
deciding  the  right  of  either  party  to  the  seat.  But 
as  the  certificate  was  given  to  Seilor  Gallf.cos, 
Colonel  Lane  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  contest  the 
election  at  the  instance  of  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory. He  did  give  notice  to  SeiiarGrALLEoos  of  his 
intention  to  contest  his  seat;  and  he  authorized  his 
agent  in  New  Mexico  to  take  testimony  in  the 
case,  before  he  left  the  Territory  to  come  to  tjie 
States.  Subsequently,  however,  additional  re- 
turns were  sent  to  the  Secretary's  office.  These 
additional  returns  were  sent  in  time,  not  exactly 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  taw,  but 
really  within  the  limitation  allowed  by  law.  And 
I  suppose  they  were  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government,  and  that  he  had 
authority  to  send  out  and  get  a  correct  report,'the 
provisions  of  the  law  not  having  been  complied 
with.  Those  additional  returns  to  the  Secretary 
changed  the  whole  character  of  the  matter,  and, 
instead  of  showing  that  Governor  LTine  was  enti- 
tled to  a  seat,  it  showed  that  SefiorGJiLEcos  was. 
There  was  no  fraud  in  the  transaction,  and  no 
attempt  to  show  fraud  There  was  a  clear  and 
undoubted  expression  of  the  whole  people  in  favor 
of  GALLKoos,and  of  course  he  was,  by  the  action 
of  this  House,  permitted  to  take  his  seat  here. 

But  Governor  Lane,  when  he  left  the  Territory 
and  came  here,  believed  that  he  was  justly  enti- 
tled to  the  seat;  and  the  leturns,  for  the  time 
being,  showed  that  he  was  entitled  to  it.  1  am 
aalisfied.  that  he  came  to  Washington  in  good 
failh;  and  I  think,  under  those  circumstances,  he 
is  entitled  to  his  mileeige  and  per  diem. 

Mr.  EWING.  1  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman whether  Governor  Lane  does  not  stand 
upon  the  same  footing  as  those,  in  many  other 
cases,  where  mileage  and  per  diem  have  been  al- 
lowed ! 

Mr.  STANTON.     I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  EWING.  The  committee  will  remember 
that  if  the  grounds  upon  which  his  election  stood 
had  been  as  he  supposed  they  were,  he  would 
have  been  occupying  a  seat  here,  and  receiving 
mileage  and  per  diem.  But  the  facts  turned  out 
to  be  different  from  what  he  supposed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  putmyself  to  some  trouble 
to  examine  the  returns  of  that  election,  and  I  am 
unable  to  see  any  plausible  ground  upon  which 
Colonel  Lane  could  claim  a  right  to  a  seat  upon 
this  floor.  In  truth,  the  whole  ground  of  his 
objection  to  the  election  of  his  opponent  was  based 
upon  a  legtil'technicolily,  ond  that  was,  that  the 
poll  boaka  were  not  properly  kept  and  certified  to 
under  the  laws  of  New  Mexico. 

My  objection  to  this  amendment  is,  thct  it  is 
setting  a  bad  precedent.  If  1  believed  that  the 
seat  was  contested  in  good  faith,  I  would  vote  for 
the  appropriation;  but  the  whole  ground  upon 


which  he  based  his  claim  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor 
was  flimsy  and  technical. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  (interrupting.) 
The  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  say  that  the  ex- 
ception taken  to  the  poll  books  was  not  taken 
until  after  General  Lane  had  left  the  Territory 
and  had  arrived  here. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Well,  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
gentleman  to  have  received  a  certificate  of  his  elec- 
tion from  the  proper  authority  before  he  left  for 
Washington;  and  if  he  came  here  in  advance  of 
the  fact  of  his  election  being  ascertained,  he  did  so 
on  his  own  responsibility. 

Let  us  examine  this  question.  Here  is  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  occupying  a  public  position  in 
New  Mexico,  and  his  business  in  conne-tion 
with  that  position  called  him  to  Washington". 
Now,  it  was  very  convenient  for  him,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  contest  the  election  of  his  oppo- 
nent, and  set  up  a  claim  for  mileage  and  perdirm. 
The  practice  of  allowing  such  claims  is  a  bod  one; 
and  in  all  our  Territories  the  same  condition  of 
things  may  arise  hereafter  from  the  unsettled  state 
they  are  in,  their  sparseness  of  population,  and 
the  want  of  well-settled  laws  of  electi-^n;  and  if 
this  claim  is  allowed,  others  will  come  here,  from 
time  to  time,  and  set  up  a  claim  for  mileage  and 
per  diem  whenever  there  is  any  ground,  however 
slight,  to  justify  it. 

Furthermore,  when  the  matter  was  under  in- 
vestigation before  the  committee,  it  was  wilh  dif- 
ficulty that  we  could  get  him  before  the  Commit- 
tee to  attend  to  it;  and  the  House  will  remember, 
that  after  the  committee  had  decided  upon  the 
case, .and  reported  upon  it  to  the  House,  he  did 
not  trouble  himself  to  contest  the  right  of  his  ad- 
versary when  the  report  was  made,  and  ihat  we 
tieafd  nothing  of  his  claim  for  several  days  after- 
wards. I  think  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  himself  opposed  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  resolution  to 
pay  Mr.  Lane  his  per  diem  and  mileage  when  the 
attempt  was  made  in  the  House,  and  I  do  not 
think  I  can  be  mistaken  when  I  say  that  at  that 
lime  a  majority  of  that  commitlee  were  opposed 
lo  paying  this  gentleman  his  per  diem  and  mileage. 
Mr.  STANTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  then 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  move  to  increase  the  amount 
ten  dollars. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  JoNTKj]  says  he  desires  to  maintain  his  con- 
sistency— that  he  has  always  acted  in  opposition 
to  the  allowance  of  such  claims.  Sir,  I  desire  this 
House,  on  the  other  hand,  to  maintain  id  consist- 
ency, and  to  continue  the  liberal  policy  it  has 
heretofore  pursued  in  cases  like  the  preoent.  I 
desire  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  should 
uphold  that  policy  as  a  means  Of  preserving  the 
purity  of  the  elective  franchise.  I  desire  them  to 
Keep  the  door  open  for  the  proper  investigation 
by  this  House  of  contested  elections,  and  espe- 
cially not  to  shut  it  against  poor  men  who  cannot 
afford  to  come  here  and  press  their  claims  cfiid  the 
claims  of  the  people,  when  they  know  that,  in  the 
event  of  not  .sncceeding,  the  expenses  of  the  con- 
tests must  fall  exclusively  upon  themselves. 

Mr.  Chairmon,  I  had  the  honor  of  fojmrng  an 
acquaintance  this  winter  with  Governor  Laiie  in 
this  city; 'and  I  lake  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that 
I  found  him  a  high-minded,  honorable  gentleman, 
of  singular  modesty,  and  delicacy  of  feeling.  Sir, 
he  never  presented  a  petition  for  pay  and  mile- 
age to  ihis  House.  The  present  motion  originates 
in  the  sense  of  justice  of  members;  and  1  hope  the 
House  will  feefit  its  duty  to  adopt  it. 
'  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  question  of  the 
justice  of  Governor  Lane's  claim  to  a  seat  upoij 
this  floor.  The  Committee  of  Elections  determr 
ined,  and  I  have  no  doubt  justly,  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  a  seat.  Butithe  same  committee, 
thoroughly  acquainted  wilh  all  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  appeared  before  the  Hou.«e,  have 
reported  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  per  dierti  and 
mileage  usually  allowed  in  coses  of  conteated  eiec^ 
tions. 
Mr.  SEWARD.     If  the  gentleman  will  allo«^ 
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me,  I  will  my  that,  aa  one  of  the  membera  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  I  never  accedetl  to  auch 
a  proposition. 

Mr.  HUNT.  I  did  not  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  acquiesced  in  this  report.  I  staled 
merely  that  the  committee  had  reported  in  favor 
of  the  allowance. 

Mr.  EWING.  If  the  gentleman  from  Louisi- 
ana will  allow  me,  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  that  I  was  under  the  impression  he  had 
given  his  assent  to  this  proposition.  I  was  told 
that  I  was  instructed  unanimously  to  report  it; 
and  1  presume  the  opinion  of  the  committee  is 
onnninious,  "with  the  exception  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia. 

iMr.  HUNT.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Miller,]  who  had  charge  of  this  matter 
when  it  was  before  the  House,  is  not  now  in  his 
■eat;  and  I  will,  therefore,  add  for  him,  that  Gover- 
nor Lane  did  not  come  here  of  his  own  motion,  or 
for  any  private  purposes  of  his  own,  but  that  he 
came  at  the  instance  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico, 
and  for  a  public  purpose.  Not,  sir,  to  demand  pay 
and  mileage,  but  to  insist,  6ona  fide,  upon  what 
he  and  those  who  sent  him  liere  believed  to  be 
due  to  him  and  to  them — his  right  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  He  came  here  under  the  honest  im- 
pression that  he  had  been  elected  by  the  votes  of 
the  American  portion,  usually,  if  not  properly, 
so  called,  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  over  the 

fentleman  who  received  the  voles  of  the  Pueblo 
ndmns — a  gentleman  who  does  not  speak  our 
language,  and  who  does  not  choose  to  sit  here 
among  us.  He  came  here  to  contest  his  right  to 
a  seat  upon  this  door  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
people;  and,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  that  people, 
I  hope  this  House  will  accede  to  the  proposition 
to  give  him  his  per  diem  and  mileage. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very 
well  acquainted  with  Dr.  Lane,  and  have  been  for 
eome  thirty  years.  He  has  been  an  acquaintance, 
but  not  a  political  friend.  I  saw  him  frequently 
when  he  was  here  last  winter;  and  I  believe 
that  he  acted  towards  me  as  he  did  towards  most 
of  the  other  members  of  Congress,  which  was  not 
to  importune  or  to  annoy  them  with  his  applica- 
tions for  a  seat  here.  1  do  not  think  that  it  ought 
to  be  brought  up  in  judgment  against  any  man 
that  he  did  not  annoy  us  with  applications.  God 
knows  we  get  enough  of  them  all  around  !  We 
should  rather  be  thankful  when  any  one  will 
spare  us,  and  be  more  disposed  to  do  what  is  right 
for  them. 

I  had  no  particular  acquaintance  with  this  case 
ontil  it  arrived  here.  I  presented  the  memorial 
and  papers  of  the  sitting  Delegate  from  New  Mex- 
ico at  his  request.  Al|  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
subject  has  been  derived  from  the  newspapei-a  of 
New  Mexico,  and  reports  and  information  from 
that  Territory  during  the  time  the  election  was  in 
progress,  and  after  it  had  finished.  We  are  neigh- 
bors to  Santa  Fe — only  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
miles  apart.  There  being  nobody  between,  we 
are  neighbors,  and  we  can  talk  of  each  oLher's 
affairs.  Well,  sir,  from  all  1  saw  during  the  time 
the  canvasa  was  going  on,  and  after  it  was  fin- 
ished, I  thought  that  Governor  Lane  had  a  bir 
claim  to  the  seat.  1  do  not  say  that  it  was  better 
than  the  other,  but  it  was  fair;  and,  really,  it 
seemed  to  me,  from  all  I  saw  and  heard  from  the 
Territary,  that  it  was  the  btlter  one  of  the  two. 

The  question  seems  now  to  turn  principally  on 
this;  Is  Dr.  Lane  asking  this  in  good  faith  r  Did 
he  come  on  in  good  faith  ?  Or  was  it  a  mere  pre- 
tense lo  cover  o  different  purpose?  That  is  the 
question  to  which  the  case  is  narrowed  down. 
With  respect  to  that,  it  seems  to  me  to  all  turn  on 
that  point.  I  will  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  having 
known  Governor  Lane  lone,  I  hold  him  to  be  in- 
capable, personally  incapable,  of  acting  in  that 
manner.    So  much  for  his  character. 

Then  with  respect  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
cose.  From  all  that  I  saw  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  country  when  the  canvass  went  on — and  I  saw. 
all  the  papers,  English  and  Spanish— and  from  all 
1  heard,  I  thought  he  had  a  fair  claim  to  the  seat. 
1  do  not  say  better  than  the  other,  but  fair;  and 
really,  I  thought  he  would  be  moat  apt  to  get  it. 

Mr.  HUNT,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Ewimo's  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
amendment. 


Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor  of 
Ohio,  and  Packer,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— ayes  75,  noes  54. 

So  the  amendment  woa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  offerthe  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  conlinuing  the  aqueduct  for  brinuina;  wali-r  into  the 
city  of  WaHtiiliglon,  n^retahly  to  Ihe  plHii  ailofiti'd  by  llie 
Pre^idi'iit  or  ilie  Untied  SiaK-»,  nccrrriiii);  lo  ilie  |>rnvi«ioiH 
or  Uie  act  of  Caiigre»,  upproved  March  3,  16o3,  $.')UU,Uua. 

Some  lime  since  I  addressed  the  committee  at 
length  upon  the  subject  of  this  aqueduct.  It  had 
previously  been  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  another  occasion.  I  do  not  intend 
now  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  or  the 
necessities  for  such  a  measure.  In  the  first  place, 
the  jimendmenl  calls  for  the ,  appropriation  of 
$500,000  in  order  to  continue  a  work  already 
begun,  and  well  begun — to  continue  a  work  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the 
3d  of  March,  of  last  year — to  continue  a  work 
whose  establishment  was  to  depend  upon  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Pieaidentof  the  United  Slates,  which 
approval  this  work  has  alreudy  received.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  work  has  been  accom- 
plished, and  a  large  appropriation  made  for  the 
continuance  of  the  work. 

It  is  therefore  deemed  appropriate  at  this  time 
to  ask  for  this  sum,  that  the  work  may  be  prose- 
cuted towards  a  conclusion  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  represent  to  the 
committee  an  argument  which  has  been  already 
enforced  upon  them — that  the  United  Stales  Gov- 
ernment is  very  deeply  concerned  in  the  prosecu- 
tion and  early  completion  of  this  work,  so  far  as 
regards  the  preservation  and  safety  of  their  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  the  repositories  of  their  papers, 
on  the  security  of  which  so  much  depends,  aa  a 
matter  of  imlivldual  rights,  as  a  matter  of  indi- 
vidual convenience,  and,  let  me  add,  in  addition 
to  that,  as  a  matter  of  public  propriety.  Why, 
sir,  millions  of  dollars  have  been  lost  to  claimants 
by  the  destruction  of  one  or  two  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  by  fire.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  at  certain  times  this  Government  has 
been  compelled  to  pay  perhaps  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  improper  claims,  merely  because  they 
were  unable  to  produce  that  testimony  which 
would  have  shown  that  they  had  been  paid. 

We  require,  therefore,  some  sufHcirnt  means  to 
preserve  from  the  destructive  element  all  the  rec- 
ords of  this  nation,  all  the  archives  of  this  coun- 
try, which  are  hereafter  to  be  our  vouchers  for 
moneys  paid,  or  the  vouchers  of  our  constituents 
for  moneys^laimed.  The  health  of  the  people, 
our  own  convenience,  and  all  these  circumstances, 
will  impress  themselves  on  every  individual  as 
they  may  view  the  subject.  No  man  can  be  in- 
sensible to  this.  But  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  this  committee,  and  to  ask  them  to  con- 
sider the  fact,  thai  this  work  was  begun  by  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  Congress;  that  the  plans 
were  referred  for  approval  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  that  he  did  approve  the  plan  that  has 
been  adopted;  and  that  the  money  appropriated 
last  year  has  been  expended  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  plan;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  sea- 
son for  contracts  was  not  allowed  to  pass  without 
providing  the  ways  and  means  to  continue  the 
work;  bricks,  stone,  laborers,  and  all  the  appli- 
ances necessary  to  carry  on  such  a  work,  when 
the  appropriation  should  have  been  made.  I  did 
expect,  and  others  expected,  that  this  appropria- 
tion would  have  been  granted  in  a  former  bill;  but 
this  matter  was  not  deemed  to  be  in  order  in  it. 
It  is  now  presented  again.  It  is  presented,  I  pre- 
sume, in  the  confidence  that  it  cannot  escape  this 
committee;  that  such  a  measure  is  as  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our  national 
archives  aa  it  is  to  the  convenience  and  comforl 
of  the  national  representatives.  The  objections 
that  have  been  urged  to  this  appropriation  are,  it 
appears  to  me,  irrelevant.  I  will  not  meet  them 
now,  because  I  cannot  imagine  that  they  will  be 
pressed  on  this  House  at  the  present  time.  The 
simple  question  is  aa  lo  the  appropriation;  the 
mode  of  disbursing  it  will  be  a  mailer  for  after 
consideration.  • 

Mr.  ST\NTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  opposed 
to  this  appropriation,  for  the  reason  that  the  plan 
adopted,  and  the  work  projected,  is  of  the  most 
extravagant  and  unnecessary  character.  It  is  the 
most  magoificcDt  that  could  have  been  devised. 


It  proposes  to  bring  into  the  city  of  Washington 
no  less  than  sixty-odd  millions  of  gallons  of  water 

Eer  day;  when,  al  the  present  lime,  in  the  city  of 
london,  with  two  and  a  half  millions  of  inhabit- 
ants, only  forty-seven  millions  of  gallons  are  sup- 
plied daily.  In  the  city  of  New  York  I  am  told 
that  only  about  forty  milliona  of  gallons  are 
brought  per  day.  But  into  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, with  forty  or  forty-five  thousand  inhabitanta, 
it  is  proposed  to  bring  a  daily  supply  of  sixty 
millions  of  gallons. 

Now,  sir,  if  gentlemen  will  examine  into  the 
particulars  of  the  report,  they  will  find  that  the  mil- 
itary engineer  in  charge  of  this  work  proposes  to 
use,  or  rather,  I  supi>ose,  he  wofild  have  to  use, 
fifty-nine  sixtieths  of  that  water  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  It  is  notso  stated  in  terms  in  the  report; 
but  the  appropriation  of  the  water  to  manufaciur- 
ing  purposes  is  distinctly  pointed  out;  and  it  must 
be  used  for  that  purpose,  or  it  must  be  wasted. 
1  have  been  informed — whether  correctly  or  not  I 
cannot  say — that,  shou'd  this  water  be  brought  in 
the  quantity  proposed,  the  portion  of  it  whidi 
could  be  disposed  of  for  manufacturing  purpatt* 
Vould  provide  a  water  power  equal  to  that  at  the 
city  of  Lowell.  The  statement  may  be  exagger- 
ated; but,  sir,  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  has  ex- 
amined into  this  subject.  Colonel  Hughes,  the 
engineer  who  made  a  survey  some  years  ago, 
states  that  the  highest  quantity  of  water  proposed 
to  be  furnished  to  each  individual  inhabitant,  m 
any  city  in  the  world,  is  thirty  gallons  a  day.  Al 
that  rate,  for  the  present  population  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  only  one  million  two  hundred  tfaoo- 
sand  gallons  per  day  would  be  required. 

Now,  we  propose  to  provide  water  in  so  hberal 
a  manner  that  it  will  supply  a  population   more 

I  than  sixty  times  as  large  as  that  of  the  city  of 
Washington.  What  are  we  doing-  What  are 
we  thinking  of?  If  you  will  ap)>oint  a  board  of 
engineers  to  examine  the  report  of  Mr.  Meigs  in 
reference  to  these  water-works,  I  venture  to  say 
that  it  will  be  shown  conclusively  that  the  eaiab- 
lishroent  which  he  proposes  to  build  cannot  be  buiVl 
for  three  limes  the  amount  which  he  has  esti- 
mated. But  even  if  it  could  be  built  for  the  sum 
proposed,  that  i^l  least  ten  limes  as  much  as  the 
Government  ought  to  expend  for  the  people  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown  together,  and  a  hun- 

I  dred  times  as  much  as  the  Governmeol  ought  to 
provide  for  its  own  use. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  Will  the  gentleman  infom 
the    House   whether  the  original    plein   of  jron 

'  pipes  would  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  the  city,  or  not? 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  can  tell  the  gentleman  that 
that  was  the  plan  to  bring  the  water  from  Rock 
Creek,whichispurerthan  thatof  the  Futomac,and 
that  an  abundance  could  be  supplied  fo€  a  pop- 
ulation five  times  as  great  as  thai  of  Washingtoa 
city,  and  that  the  whole  cost  would  be  less  than 
a  million  of  dollars,  while  the  probability  is  thai 
the  plan  under  discussion  will  cost  eight  or  ua 
lifiiesas  much. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  TOO»e  lo  io- 
crease  the  amount  proposed  by  the  gentlemaiifroa 

!  Pennsylvania  $100,000. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stamtok] 
argues  that  this  plan  which  has  been  adopted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  pursuant  le 
the  law  of  the  last  Congress,  is  upon  too  exirai- 

:  agant  a  scale,  and  will  bring  too  much  water  into 

'  the  city.     I  do  nol  know  what  plans  were  suS- 

;  milted  to  the  President,  nor  do  i  know  how  far  ht 

\  exercised  a  wise  judgment  in  coming  lo  his  con- 
clusion; but,  for  one,  I  am  inclined  lo  believe  that, 

I  whether  right  or  wrong,  we  should  not  go  btkimi 

i  that  decision. 

So  far  as  the  bringing  of  too  much  water  into  the 
city  is  concerned,  if  that  is  considered  any  ob- 
jection, I  am  aeainst  the  gentleman  from  Teonca- 
see.  You  camiol  have  too  much.  !  ■..--•  —■ 
Lowell  privileges  here  for  manufai 
poses,  but  I  want  a  plenty  of  water,  £ 
and  pure  water, and  I  should  not  care  if  the  enurt 
stream  of  the  Potomac  were  turned  into  the  ciiy. 
I  would  not  care  if  its  whole  current  were  turned, 
to-day,  in  the  city;  and  if  it  were,  it  would  oot 
be  too  much  to  wash  oul  the  filthy  streets  and 
lanes,  alleys  and  avenues,  we  see  around  us.  I 
want  an  abundance  of  water.  We  cannot  have 
too  much;  there  is  no  danger  of  error  on  that 
side. 

I      But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  call  the  aUcDtioa 
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of  the  committee  to  the  facta  connected  with  the 
history  of  this  matter. 

At  the  Iai9t  sesgion  of  Congress  we  adopted  the 
following  provision  in  the  appropriation  bill: 

**  To  bfl  expeiid«d  tlndrr  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
4he  United  Slate«^  fnr  the  purpose  of  hrincriii;  water  into  the 
city  of  VVaiihinslon,  upon  xuch  plaiiH,  and  fronisucli  places, 
an  he  may  approve,  «1UO,000;  Prorirfed,  Tlial  if  tlie  plan 
adopted  hy  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  should  re 
«)uirr  water  to  he  drawn  from  any  source  within  the  limits 
of  iMaryland,  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
stiould  tiriil  be  obtained." 

Upon  the  adoption  of  that  provision  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  given  him,  accepted  the  plan  which  he 
considered  the  beat  one.  All  the  plans  were  before 
him.  He  exercised  the  power  conferred  on  him 
doubtless  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  judgment. 
Thegentleman  from  Tennessee  is  opposed  to  that 
plan  approved  by  the  President. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me,  I  will  ask  him  if  he  Is  in 
fiivor  ol  bringing  into  the  city  of  Washington 
thirty  or  forty  tniilions  gallons  of  water  per  day 
for  manufacturine  purposes.' 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Well,  sir,  that  is  included 
in  the  project. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
what  may  be  in  the  project,  but  this  plan  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  report  of  Captain  Meigs 
contains  this  among  the  other  items  of  the  pro- 
ject. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Well, sir,  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  the  particular  merits  or  demerits  of  either 
of  the  plans  or  projects;  these  were  all  before  the 
President,  to  whom  Congress  submitted  the  mat- 
ter. The  gentleman  objects  to  the  one  adopted  by 
the  President,  because  it  provides  too  much  water. 
I  repeat,  that  1  do  not  care  if  it  brings  the  broad 
Potomac  itself  into  the  city.  I  do  not  care  how 
many  gallons,  or  how  many  millions  of  gallons, 
it  brings.  The  whole  river,  in  my  opinion,  would 
not  be  to9  much.  But  we  gave  the  President  the 
power  to  adopt  a  plan.  He  has  done  it,  and  I  am 
bound  to  believe  he  acted  as  wisely  and  prudently 
with  all  the  facts  before  him,  a»we  could  have 
done,  or  can  now  do.  i  have.no  evidence  to  the 
contrary.  No  man  has  risen  to  impeach  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  President,  or  that  of  the  engineer. 
Well,then,  what  are  we  to  do.'  Are  we  to  under- 
take to  decide  anew  upon  these  several  conflicting 
plans.'  I  say  no;  go  on  and  complete  the  work 
according  to  the  plan  decided* upon.  Let  us  go 
on  and  provide  the  necessary  means  for  carrying 
it  into  effect,  and  supplying  the  city  with  the 
greatest  abundance  of  water  at  the  cheapist  rales, 
and  in  the  most  practicable  way.  From  theGreat 
Falls  it  Will  cost  very  little  more  to  bring  a  large 
supply  than  a  small  one.  And  when  the  supply 
is  furnished,  I  care  not  whether  the  surplus,  after 
the  legitimate  wants  of  the  city  are  satisfied,  be 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes  or  not.  If  this 
additional  advantage  will  accrue  from  the  larger 
supply  from  the  Great  Falls  at  a  small  increase  of 
cost.  It  is  no  objection,  in  my  opinion, to  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  President. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  New  York.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stepheni]  said, 
>  "  Go  on!"  I  say,  stop!  I  have  not  risen  to  op- 
pose this  plan,  or  to  advocate  any  other.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  in  disparagement  of  deriving  the 
water  from  the  Potomac;  and  nothing  to  say  in 
praise  of  deriving  it  from  Rock  Creek.  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  execution  by  the  Government  of  any 
plan,  whatever,  for  supplying  this  city  with  water. 

In  my  judgment,  sir,  we  are  on  the  threshold 
of  a  vast  expenditure  of  money.  Government 
had  better  retrace  its  steps  than  go  forward.  If 
it  goes  forward,  it  will  find  itself  involved,  not  only 
in  a  great  loss  of  money,  but  in  difficulties  that 
will  call  for  legislation,  and  that  will  consume 
much  of  the  costly  time  of  Congress.  And  that 
it  will  find  its  execution  of  the  work  the  occasion 
of  no  little  corruption  to  itself  and  to  others,  is 
what  all  experience  in  such  matters  teaches  us  to 
expect. 

This  work  can  be  done,  and  be  kept  in  repair, 
by  individual  enterprise,  at  one  half  the  expense 
it  would  be  toGovernment.  Why,  then, should  it 
not  be  entrusted  to  individual  enterprise?  Let 
Government  offer  half  a  million,  or,  if  proper,  a 
million  of  dollars,  to  the  responsible  association 
that  ihall  undennketo  supply  the  city  with  water, 


and  the  offer  will  be  promptly  accepted.  But  it 
I  is  said,  that  there  is  not  enterprise  enough  among 
i  the  people  of  this  city  to  gel  up  such  an  associa- 
tion— not  wealth  enough  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  it.  I  think  better,  however,  than  this  of  both  the 
enterprise  and  ability  of  the  people  of  Washing- 
ton. But  if  either  will  not,  or  cannot,  do  the 
work,  there  are  Yankees  enough  who  will;  and 
not  only  Yankees  enough,  but  people  enough  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  who  will  do  it. 

Of  course,  I  would  have  Government  require, 
in  return  for  its  grant  to  the  proposed  association, 
the  fullest  liberty  to  use  the  water  for  all  possible 
governmental  purposes.  And  i  would  have  Gov- 
ernment prescribe  the  general  plan  of  the  work — 
at  least,  some  of  its  main  features. 

1  hardly  need  say  that  1  am  willing,  more  than 
willing,  to  have  Government  pay  for  the  water 
in  full  proportion  to  the  value  of  its  buildings  ant^ 
their  precious  contents,  and  to  the  viklue  of  its 
various  great  interests  here,  among  which  is  the 
importance  of  preserving  the  health  of  its  numer- 
ous servants  collected  here.  Indeed,  I  would  have 
Government  bear  more  than  such  proportion  of 
the  expenses  for  the  common  welfare  of  the  city. 
It  is  the  misfortune  of  our  nation  that  its  capital 
is  in  the  midst  of  a  people  who  cannot  be  a  self- 
subsisting  people.  To  o  great  extent  Government 
must  ever  carry  and  sustain  the  people  of  this  city  .• 
I  am  not  of  the  number  of  those  who  think  it 
would  have  been  unwise  to  establish  the  capital 
in  one  of  our  great  seats  of  commerce  A  people 
who  support  tiiiemselves  are  quite  as  virtuous  and 
intelligent  and  safe  a  people  as  are  they  who  lean 
largely  upon  others  for  their  living. 

But  it  is  said,  thatif  Government  does  this  work 
it  will  derive  a  great  income  from  it.  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  will  derive  any  income  from  it.  It 
will  be  ton  much  out  of  h.irmony  with  its  dignity 
for  Government  to  be  peddling  water.  If  Govern- 
ment does  the  work,  the  people  of  this  city  will 
never  be  taxed  for  their  water.  The  whole  tax, 
in  that  case,  will  rest  upon  the  whole  people  of 
the  country.  You  might  as  well  expect  that  Gov- 
ernment should  erect  toll-gates  on  the  bridges  it 
owns  around  this  city,  and  stop  passengers  for 
their  pennies,  as  expect  that  it  will  descend  to  the 
little  business  of  selling  or  leasing  water. 

This  city  should  be  supplied  with  water,  both 
abundantly  and  speedily;  and,  as  1  have  said,  I 
am  willing  to  have  Government  contribute  liber- 
ally toward  the  expense  of  it;  but  its  contribution 
must  be  in  a  way  consistent  with  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernment. Nut  for  the  sake  of  doing  any  good 
may  Government  exceed  it«  province.  Govern- 
ment may  do  nothing  that  us  citizens  can  do; 
least  of  all  may  it  do  anything  that  they  can  do 
belter  than  it  can. 

1  love  the  city  of  Washington.  I  love  it,  because 
it  was  founded  by  the  greatest  of  all  great  names. 
I  love  it,  because  it  does  itself  wear  that  greatest 
name.  I  love  it,  because  it  is  the  capital  of  our 
nation— the  seal  of  Government  of  our  beloved 
country.  I  love  it  for  its  great  natural  beauty, 
that  marks  every  part  of  this  broad  and  magnin- 
cent  amphitheater;  and  all  the  more  do  I  love  it 
because  this  beauty  is  heightened  by  the  embel- 
lishments of  art.  It  is  true  there  are  two  plague- 
spots  upon  its  health — two  blemishes  and  biota 

upon  its  beauty 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  then,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  1  move  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation five  dollars., 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  speak  in 
behalf  of  this  appropriation  fur  many  reasons. 
It  is  entitled  to  my  support  and  advocacy,  not  only 
because  of  the  past  action  of  Congress,  but 
because  of  the  great  necessity  for  the  work.  It 
is  needless  for  me,  at  thi8day,toureethe  necessity 
for  water  in  this  city.  Every  member  knows  and 
can  appreciate  it.  Your  public  buildings  and 
grounds,  your  dusty  streets  and  filthy  gutters,  all 
strongly  attest  it.  If  a  member,  even  in  this  city, 
magnificent  as  it  is  claimed  to  be,  takes  a  walk 
from  the  Capitol  gate  to  the  Treasury  building,  he 
is  met  and  sickened  each  step  by  most  foul  and 
disgusting  odors  from  accumulating  filth  along 
the  avenue. 

While  upon  this  point,  I  cannot  avoid  condemn- 
ing the  city  authorities  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  allow  the  avenue  to  be  left.  But  yet,  with- 
out water,  how  can  it  be  cleansed ,  and  how  can 


your  parched  public  gardens  be  refreshed  ?  Go 
down  to  the  pool  near  the  western  front  of  this 
Capitol,  where  rises  a  monument  dedicmed  to  the  , 
heroic  bravery  of  your  seamen  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  see  the  filthy  water  there,  hardly  able 
to  subsist  a  hundred  fish,  and  trickling  down  as  if 
water  drops  were  as  scarce  as  diamonds.  We 
should  have  water  here,  either  by  authority  of  the 
United  States  or  by  the  city  authoritiex.  It  is  a 
disgrace  that  the  capital  of  this  Republic,  contain- 
ing as  it  does  a  population  of  forty  thousand  in- 
habitants, should  not  be  better  supplied  with 
water,  that  indispensible  necessity  of  life.  Who 
should  supply  the  city  with  it?  If  not  the  inhab- 
itants, who?     If  not  Congress,  who? 

Two  years  ago  Congress  solemnly  passed  a  law 
authorizing  surveys  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  water  into  the  city  of  Washington.  A 
committee  of  conference,  of^  which  my  honorable 
friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  was  a  mem- 
ber, agreed  to  the  proposition,  and  it  passed  both 
Houses.  After  that  survey  had  been  made,  and 
after  an  examination  of  the  three  plans  which 
were  submitted.  Congress  agreed  to  appropriate 
$100  000  to  supply  the  city  with  water.  I  was 
astonished  at  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Staktov]  the 
other  day,  when  he  s.aid  that  this  House  would 
have  recoiled  from  making  this  appropriation  of 
$100,000,  if  they  had  known  what  the  plan  waa. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  must 
know  that  that  plan  was  before  the  Senate,  this 
House,  and  the  country;  and  that  it  waa  discussed 
at  great  length.  As  a  member  of  this  House  I 
voted  against  the  commencement  of  these  water- 
works, upon  the  ground  that  they  wou'd  cost  the 
amount  enumerated  in  the  plan.  The  work  waa 
commenced,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Houston,]  upon  that  committee 
of  conference,  ratified  the  action  of  Congress.  We 
made  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,  and  entered 
into  a  contract  with  parties  for  constructing  these 
works,  and  shall  we  now  abandon  the  work,  end 
lose  all  we  have  expended?  The  city  cannot  long 
remain  without  water.  If  the  city  authorities  bring 
it  here  we  shall  have  to  pay  more  than  $300,000 
for  the  use  of  the  water. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  conference  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  alludes.  I  voted,  as  it  was  well 
known  throughout,  against  the  appropriation  for 
these  water  works.  But  being  overruled  in  (ha 
committee  of  conference.  I  did  sustain  the  report 
of  the  committee  in  the  House,  becsiise  it  was 
during  the  closing  hours  of  Congress,  when  we  had 
not  time,  if  the  bill  to  which  that  appropriation 
had  been  attached  had  been  defeated,  to  originate 
a  new  one,  pass  it,  and  keep  up  the  wheels  of  Gov- 
ernment. I  desire  to  nsk  thegentleman  from  Mary- 
land, if  he  supposed  at  that  lime  that  the  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  these  works  would 
run  up  tosome  six  millions  of  dollars?  No.  We 
made  an  appropriation  that  was  intended  to  au- 
thorize surveys,  and  then  the  authority  was  given 
to  the  President  to  make  a  selection  of  a  plan,  but 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  and  I  presume  the  same 
is  true  of  every  member  of  this  House  at  that  time, 
I  did  not  suppose  that  we  were  to  pay  $3,1100,000 
or  $6,000,000  for  the  completion  of  these  works. 
Because  I  sustained  the  bill  in  which  the  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  was  made,  I  would  like  to 
know  why  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  need 
refer  to  me  as  sustaining  the  course  he  sees  fit  now 
to  pursue.  If  thegentleman  has  other  grounds  for 
his  support  of  this  appropriation,  he  had  better 
occupy  these  other  grounds.  He  does  not  go  for 
a  bill  or  for  an  appropriation,  simply  because  1 
have  recommended  it.  His  votes  here  show  that 
he  selects  bills  and  appropriations  for  himself. 
And  if  my  honorable  friend  from  Maryland  is  now 
disposed  to  go  for  this  appropriation,  1  put  it  to 
him  that  he  ought  to  place  his  support  of  it  on  ita 
own  merits,  if  it  has  any,  and  not  take  shelter 
under  any  report  of  a  conference  committee  of  thia 
House. 
Mr.  HAMILTON.  It  is  a  high  sanction. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  high  sanc- 
tion; and  1  wish  thegentleman  to  consider  that 
high  sanction  on  other  occasions.  I  shall  remind 
him,  doubtless,  before  the  session  expires,  of  occa- 
sions when  he  will  have  an  opportunity  of  taking 
shelter  under  ihnt  high  sanction  for  the  purpose  of 
■topping  some  of  these  improper  appropriations. 
Mr.  Chairman,  thia  plan  that  heia  been  aelected 
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is,  in  my  opinion,  an  injudicioui  one.  I  think  it 
is  wrong.  Belifvin?  so,  I  feel  just  ns  much  at 
liberty  to  vote  against  it  as  if  1  had  voteil  for  it 
as  an  original  proposition,  whici)  I  did  not  do.  1 
endeavored  to  defeat  it  before.  But  when  it  was 
put  in  above  my  head,  so  that  I  could  not  resist 
)t,  I  then  euRtained  the  bill  containing  it,  as  I  the 
other  day  sustnined  the  bill  in  which  the  appro- 

F nations  for  the  custom-houses  were  contained, 
do.norfeel  at  liberly,  when  it  was  put  in  one  of 
the  leading  appropriation  bills  of  Congress  at  the 
expiring  hour  of  the  session,  to  give  up  that  bill 
•imply  because  the  conference  committee  saw  fit 
to  put  in  it  an  appropriation 'to  which  I  objected. 
My  duty  is  to  get  ilie  appropriation  billn  passed.  I 
l>elieved  it  was  wrong  to  mcludelhis  appropriation; 
but  when  a  majority  of  ihe  members  of  the  House  ' 
put  it  in  over  my  opposition,  was  it  then  for  me, 
occupying  the  position  which  I  do  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meami,  to  use  the  power  in 
my  hands  to  wreck  and  destroy  the  bill,  and  to 
bring  confusion  to  the  adminisiralion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? No,  sir.  If  I  had  cho.«n  to  defeat  one 
of  those  bills,  which  have  heen  loaded  down  wiih 
appropriations  other  than  those  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  presume 
.  that,havingthemanngementof  it,  1  would  have  had 
twenty  modes  by  which  I  could  have  accomplished 
that  end,  almost  in  defiance  of  a  majority  of  the 
House.  But  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  use  the 
power  which  I  po8ses.«ed  in  such  a  way. 

And  although  this  bill  is  loaded  down  with  appro- 
priations to  which  I  may  object,  though  1  may 
doubt  the  expediency  or  propriety  of  granting 
them,  I  shall  not  feel  at  liberly  to  wreck  the  bill, 
or  endeavor  to  have  it  defeated,  and  thereby  de- 
prive the  Government  of  ihe  means  of  carrying  on 
the  administration,  simply  because  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  House  did  not  agree  with  me 
in  my  view  of  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  this 
appropriation.  ' 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  by unanimoua consent, then 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BARRY.  Mr.  Chairman,  therehave  been 
Beverai  propositions  made  with  reference  to  this 
amendment.  I  now  move  to^mend  by  increasing 
the  apjiropriation  five  dollars. 

This  particular  plan,  which  we  are  discussing, 
has  been  adopted.  There  are  other  plans  which 
the  advocates  and  friends  of  them  desired  to  have 
Adopted  instead  of  this.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact  that 
there  never  has  been  a  plan  adopted  against  which 
the  friends  and  supporters  of  rejected  conUMing 
plana  have  not  waged  bitter  war  until  the  last  mo- 
ment of  the  completion  of  the  work.  It  is  a  con- 
Be<|uence  in  the  nature  of  man;  it  is   the  conse- 

3uence  of  disappointed  pride,  diappointed  avarice, 
isappoinied  ambition.  And  the  outside  opposi- 
tion to  this  particular  plan — I  do  not,  of  course; 
■peak  of  the  opposition  in  these  Hall.s — the  out- 
side opposition,  has  originated  with  men  who  had 
plans  of  their  own,  which  were  fairly  made,  fairly 
considered,  and  as  fairly  rejected.  And  when  we 
consider  the  influence  which  ought  to  be  attached 
to  opposition  from  thatquarter,  when  we  recollect 
the  source  from  whence  it  has  come — though  i  do 
not  impeach  the  integrity  or  honesty  of  the  oppo- 
■ition  within  these  walla — we  ought  to  make  lib- 
aral  allowance  for  the  fact  that  this  judicious  work 
is  opposed  and  contested  by  disappointed  persons. 

Now,  sir,  as  I  have  slated  before,  there  were 
several  plans  proposed,  which  i  shall  not  discuss; 
but  I  want  to  allude  to  several  objections  which 
are  made  to  this  particular  plan.  One  was  made 
•  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanto.v.] 
He  thinks  he  knows  of  a  plan  which,  he  says, 
will  not  cost  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  Now, 
to  judge  his  estimates  iijion  the  same  principle 
that  he  judges  the  estimates  of  others— for  he  says 
this  work  will  coat  three  times  the  amount  of  the 
estimate,  and  you  are  to  judge  him  in  the  same 
manner — his  work  will  cost  at  least  three  millions 
of  dollars.  Now,  the  estimates  which  we  present 
here  are  those  made  by  a  competent  engineer 
upon  good  data,  and  there  has  been  no  criticism 
made  here  going  to  refute  them. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.) 
1  have  made  no  estimates,  but  have  relied  in  my 
statements  upon  the  estimates  of  an  engineer  as 
competent  as  any  that  can  be  found. 

Mr.  BARRY.  We  are  bound  to  concludethat 
.the  cstimatA  we  present  are  as  correct  as  tlioss 
of  the  gentleman,  and  that  he  can  claipi  no  supe- 
.riority  for  his.    We  have  commenced  this  work, 


and  because  it  was  impossible  for  this  House  to 
go  into  the  details  of  the  plan  w*  referred  it  to  the 
oclion  of  the  President  ot  the  United  Slates.  But 
now  gentlemen  propose  to  bring  back  to  the 
House  the  very  ditliculiy  which  they  sought  to 
obviate  by  that  reference.  Tliey  propose  to  bring 
up  fur  discussion  ihe  details  of  this  mutter,  when 
ihey  are  of  such  variety,  number,  and  extent  as 
would  occupy  the  House  for  weeks  together  in 
the  consideration  of  them. 

One  objection  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr  Stanton]  to  this  work,  was  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  brick  used  in  its  construc- 
tion. I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
facts  of  the  case,  because  1  know  the  statement 
startled  somegenilemen  here.  The  statement  was, 
that  after  the  bricks  were  engaged  for  the  Capitol 
extension  al  $5  tiS,  and  were  condemned  as  un- 
worthy for  the  use  intended,  they  were  afterwards 
purchased  at  a  higher  price  than  they  were  to  be 
lurnlahed  for  the  Capitol,  and  used  in  the  aque- 
duct. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  feels  compelled 
to  remind  the  gentleman  that  he  must  confine  his 
remarks  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BARRY.  The  statement  which  1  have 
made  was  used  as  an  objection  to  the  work,  and 
1  am  undertaking  to  correct  that  statement.  The 
'gentleman  relies,  he  said,  upon  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Wendell,  the  contractor,  to  furnish  those  brick 
for  the  Capitol;  that  he  sold  ihem  to  Mr.  Meigs  for 
a  higher  price  than  he  was  to  furnish  them  for  to 
the  Capitol. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi is  traveling  beyond  the  legitimate  ground 
which  he  may  occupy.  The  gentleman  will  per- 
ceive that  his  remarks  will  lead  to  a  reply ,  and  the 
original  amendment  will  be  lost  sight  of  in  the 
collateral  issue. 

Mr.  B.\RRY.  I  am  showing  that  the  reasons 
urged  against  the  work  are  not  good.  Thegreat  ob- 
jection is  upon  Ihe  ground  of  its  extravagance;  and 
1  am  going  lo  show  that  the  charge  ot  extravagance 
is  incorrect.  I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  receipt, 
signed  by  Mr.  Wendell  himself,  in  which  he  states 
that  he  sold  six  thousand  bi  ick  for  $.5  25  per  thou- 
sand. I  wish  to  Slate  another  fact,  and  that  is, 
ihat  these  brick  were  purchased  to  build  the 
chimneys  and  fire-places  of  the  shanties  of  the 
workmen,  and  not  to  be  used  in  the  aqueduct  at 
all.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  lead  into 
an  error  in  reference  to  this  matter;  but  I  hold  in 
my  hand  the  receipt  Mr.  Wendell  copied  from  the 
records  of  the  office,  showing  that  the  brick  were 
sold  for  $5  35  per  thousand,  instead  of  at  a  higher 
price. 

Mr.  PARKER.  1  am  oppossd  to  this  amend- 
ment, decidedly.  I  am  opposed  lo  the  appropria-i 
lion;and  thereasons  which  inducemetogongainst 
the  increase  are  just  as  good  against  the  appro- 
priation altogether. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  no  enemy  of  the  city  of 
Washington;  but  am  ready  and  willing  to  do  a 
liberal  part  towards  providing  for  it  an  ample 
supply  of  good  water.  But  I  happened  to  be 
here  during  the  last  Congress,  and  i  recollect  the 
introduction  into  the  appropriation  bill,  at  that 
time,  of  the  brief  item  looking  to  the  construc- 
tion of  water-works  here.  And  1  think  I  can 
safely  say,  that  there  was  not  one  in  ten  of  the 
members  of  that  Congress  who  ever  dreamed  that 
they  wpuld  come  here  at  this  session,  and,  under 
our  action  then,  find  a  contract  now  made,  involv- 
ing an  expenditure  of  millions  of  money  that  are 
not  counted.  Sir,  I  have  seen  enough  here  to  be- 
come satisfied  thatlhis  kind  of  diarp  legislation, 
and  still  sharper  action  under  it,  is  becoming  one 
of  the  very  greatest  evils  of  the  day.  We  are 
prodigal  enough  at  beat,  God  knows,  when  noth- 
ing more  is  done  than  we  mean  should  l)e  done. 
But  how  often  is  it,  that  when  we  intend  to  give 
only  a  dollar,  ten  is  taken  .' 

1  am  sure  it  never  occurred,  to  me,  when  those 
half  dozen  lines  were  inserted  in  that  bill,  that  we 
were  then  finally  determining  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  water-works  for  this  city  on  a  scale  of 
ma^ificence  that  the  world  has  hardly,  if  ever, 
witnessed,  and  at  a  cost  from  the  National  Treas- 
ury alone  of  untold  millions  of  money;  and  I  con- 
fess that  there  is  no  one  subject  of  legislation 
during  the  last  Congress  which  has  caused  me 
more  chagrin  than  that  of  finding  we  are  involved 
in  this  (fifficulty.  I  thought  at  the  time  of  Ihe 
adoption  of  that  act  we  were  going  a  great  way  in 


I  appropriating  $100,flOO  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
j  iiigihese"  plans"— predicated, of  course,  on  care- 
fuT  surveys  and  estimates.  That  is  all  1  supposed 
we  were  then  doing — that  ihe  JtUrTnination  tocon- 
'  struct  upon  the  plan  that  might  be  deemed  the 
I  most  feasible  and  expedient,  and  the  c«ittr*e(  to 
:  constrnrt  would  all  be  matter  for  after  consiier»- 
j  lion.  Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise — and  not  of 
I  mine  alone — when  we  came  back  here  this  Coi»- 
I  gress  lo  find  lhat  the  President  had  finally  determ- 
I  ined  upon  one  of  his  adopted  plans,  and  that 
'  contracts  had  been  entereil  Into  for  the  absolute 
i  construction  of  these  works  at  such  an  enomovs 
:  cost.     Yea,  sir,  I  am  quite  sure  very  few,  if  any, 

of  us  here  then  contemplated  such  a  result. 

I       It  is  all  wrong  any  way  it  can  be  viewed;  and, 

I  in  my  pnorjndgmenl.no  such  power  can  be  fairly 

I  derived  from  the  act.     i  do  not  think   it  can  We 

extorted  from  it.     And  I  now  ask  theatienlion  of 

the  committee  for  a  moment  to  the  simple  f>ro\ri»- 

ions  of  this  brief  clause  of  the  act. 

This  is  certainly  no  eipres)  power  erven  the 
President  to  proceed  when  he  shall  nave  pro- 
cured his  "p/oiis"from  the  dilTerent  "flata," 
and  enter  into  contracts  for  the  final  completion  of 
these  works,  at  any  cost  that  he  might  deem  it 
expedient  to  incur.  Plana  and  ytaces,  "for  the 
purpose  of  " — that  is  to  say,  vilk  a  ritv!  lo  bring- 
ing water  into  the  city  of  Washington — is  all  thai 
he  is  authorized  lo  turn  his  allemion  lo. 

But  I  suppose  I  will  be  told  the  fair  nnpfioaiisii 
is  that  we  have  given  the  President  the  power  to 
go  on,  if  he  can  find  a  plan  that  he  w^ill  approve, 
and  let  out  the  work  at  any  cost  he  may  see 
proper  lo  incur,  and  call  on  us,  again  and  again, 
from  time  to  time,  ad  <i6i(uin,  to  foot  the  Dills. 
But  let  us  see  the  precise  language  of  the  act.  h 
is  this: 

"  To  he  Pipeiidt'd  underlh-  ■  '  r 

the  ITiiited  State*',  for  llie  ^nr; 
cily  «H  tVatitniiiiKin,  u|M»n  n«>  ii 

atl  ite  llliiy  uppritvK.  .■JlU<t,HOU;    i'/LL,  .. 

ailoplrrl  by  itie  Fre*itlt'nl  of  Uic  t'li 

quire  water  to  be  drawn  front  aiiv  i*'  '  'M 

of  Maryland,  the  a!*«fnt  of  Uie  hegi^Jalurc  uf  titai  tiutc 
■Jmll  Ami  tie  nbiained." 

Now,  sir,  that  is  all  there  is  of  it — all  apon 
which  is  predicated,  not  only  the  "plain"  ob- 
tained from  Ihe  ditlerent  "plaeen,"  and  the  adop- 
tion of  one  of  them  by  the  President,  but  the  let- 
ting of  contracts  for  a  large  quantity  of  material 
and  labor  for  the  construction  of  the  work,  and 
the  actual  execution  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
the  labor.  Pray,  sir,  where  do  you  •" -  '  •'■-  -•■■- 
thorny  for  all  of  rhat?     The  alaeri'  ii 

all  this  is  done,  during  the  interval  so 

Congresses,  is  remarkable,  when  coniraa:eU  with 
the  prnlraetion  of  all  our  pubhc  works,  when  one* 
fairly  begun  ! 

if  this  be  all  right,  will  gentlemen  tell  me  upon 
what"plaHj" — ihat  is  the  language — is  it  prt>- 
posed  to  bring  the  water  here?  It  is  tipon  bat 
one  plan.  "  iduch  plans  "  ii  what  we  talk  of  ia 
the  act.  Again,  the  act  says  from  "  such  placea." 
Prom  whot  placra  is  it  proposed  lo  bring  the 
water?  Is  it  from  Rock  Creek  and  the  Potooiaer 
Or  is  it  from  the  Potomac  niiii  any  other  place,  or 
from  Rock  Creek  anii  any  other  place  that  m^ 
be  found  available?  Not  at  all.  But  it  is  Orom 
one  ploce — the  Potomac  alone — and  on  tme  pKm 
alone.     While  the  President's  agenr.  - 

the  water  to  the  city  is  to  be  upon  j 

and  from  such  places  as  he  may  oppj...^. 

Sir,  the  w  hole  language  shows  that  the  aet  nevw 
contemplated  giving  the  President  the  power  ts 
contract  for  bringing  the  water  into  Washington, 
after  he  had  adopted  Ihe  plans  and  places  upoa 
which  it  might  be  done.  That  was  to  be  after- 
wards done  by  us,  if  deemed  expedient  at  all,  in 
view  of  the  facts,  in  my  judgment,  that  la  the 
only  proper  and  sensible  construction  that  can  b< 
given  to  the  law  of  the  last  Congress. 

Who  could  have  supposed  that,  '  >• 

President  power  to  expend  lliis  ep'  •! 

#100,000  on  ^' plans,"  we  were  givn^  mui  in« 
power  to  fix  and  involve  the  nation,  certainly,  is 
the  expenditure  of  another  indefinite  sum ,  ranging 
surely  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollnrs^-and, 
as  some  tell  us,  even  three  or  four  times  that 
sum;  and  that,  too,  with  all  the  care  and  chaise 
of  supplying  this  city  with  water  forever! 

The  cniisiruction  I  contend  for  must  be  the 
true  one.  And  ihat  would  have  saved  us  from 
the  difficulty  in  which  we  are  now  involved. 

But  am  1  told  that  I  an  attacking  the  Praadaat; 
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that  I  am  charging  him  with  exceeding  his  (wwera? 
Well,  sir,  thank  God,  he  is  not  above  legitimate 
attack  from  iliifi  quarter.  I  cannot  help  who  or 
where  a  just  oonsiruclion  of  this  law  may  hiU 
But  i  am  not  necessarily  required  to  suppose  the 
President  did  not  act  in  good  faith  in  this  behalf. 
!  would  give  him  credit  for  so  acting.  1  suppose 
he  has  been  compelled  to  confide  this  matter,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  others.  Such  is  usually  the 
result  in  this  mischievous  class  of  legislation. 
And  thus,  I  would  hope,  he  has  acttd  as  be 
deemed  himself  authorized  to  do.  But  that,  he 
has  acted  upon  a  false  construction  of  this  act  I 
must  believe,  let  others  look  upon  this  law  as  they 
may.  And  I  venture  to  repeal,  that  nine  out  of 
every  ten  of  the  members  of  the  last  Congress 
will  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  they  never  dreamed 
«uch  consequences^  were  to  follow  the  appropria- 
tion then  made. 

Mut,  sir,  suppose  the  President  has  given  the 
proper  construction  to  the  net,  and  has  but  carried 
out  the  intention  of  the  last  Congress  in  what  he 
has  done,  the  question  remains  whether  we  shall 
go  on  or  retrace  our  steps 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BARRY,  by  unanimous  consent,  then 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  EWING  moved, pro /orwin,  to  increase  the 
appropriation  six  dollars,  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  should  cer- 
tainly fail  if  1  were  to  attempt  to  answer  the  ar- 
guments of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I 
shall  content  myself,  therefore,  with  endeavor* 
ing  to  oppose  the  amendment  which  he  has  pro- 
posed. Now,  I  beg  this  committee  to  remark, 
what  cannot  have  escaped  the  observation  of  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  that  my  statements  in 
reference  to  the  quantity  of  water  proposed  to  be. 
brought  here  have  not  been  denied, and  cannot  be 
denied.  I  hold  the  report  of  Captain  Meigs  in 
my  hand,  in  which  he  states  the  capacity  of  this 
work  to  bring  sixty-seven  million  five  hundred 
and  iiiii«tv-8i.Y  thousand  four  hundred  gallons  of 
water  daily  into  the  city.  Sixty-seven  million 
enllona  of  water,  when  Colonel  Hughes  stales  in 
Lis  report  that  the  largest  quantity  he  ever  knew 
estimated  for  each  inhabitant  was  thirty  gallons  a 
day.  Then,  on  this  largest  estimate  that  Colonel 
Hughes  has  ever  known,  one  million  two  hundred 
thouiinnd  gallons  will  be  required  for  the  present 
population  of  Washington — twelve  millions  for 
ten  times  the  population.  We  have  five  times  as 
much  provideil  by  this  work  a«  would  suffice  for 
ten  times  the  present  population  of  Washing- 
tan. 

1  read  from  Captain  Meigs's  report,  and  I  desire 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  seriously  to  consider 
whether  they  are  preimred  to  adopt  hi.s  idea^: 

"TtiQ  aqueduct  Ironi  ilie  Grrnt  FalU  oirers,  I  think,  un 
couiiiKm  advautu^eit.  Ain<ii)g  llitMii  ute:  llleKiiiipliclty  aiid 
tluraltillly  of  thi;  work;  ihi;  jiuriry  :uid  ahuiitinnce  uf  ihu 
anufcp;  the  extHiilnnil  cnpiiolty  oI'lIiereRervoin^.  liy  which 
«ni(*l«  t'uppNes  nre  i;airicil  li>  ijuard  n)Entiist  nccidtrnls  and 
gr*tat  euierjtiificieit, and  which,  allowiiig  tiwce  and  ttiiic  for 
t><-rilini!..t;cure  Ihf-  dfiivt-ry  nia  Kupply  clear  atui  frK*;  from 
mud ;  th«  hoiuhi  ni  which  il  i«  delivend— Iburlccn  feel 
ahu\c  ihi-  upper  floor  of  ihi:  t'npttol ;  iia  adapMhility  to  nian- 
ufac'tutini!  pur|ioiin<:  tliecrnil  quanliiy  II  Wlllaupply,  tvlHle 
it  iHkcB  Iroin  ihe  river  only  wliiit  il  delivers  in  llic  ciiiin, 
not  drawing  otf,  ae  when  ntachinery  itt  ii»i-d,  seven  or  eight 
nines  a.s  much  lo  drive  Ihe  wiiecl«  aa  ihose  wheels  and 
pilinp;*  rair-e  for  u<mj  Thin  enables  u«  to  use  the  yaler  more 
freely  than  from  either  of  the  oiher,i.  The  vlreei,:,  in  hot 
weather,  may  be  flooded  every  ninrniiii;  hy  ho-e.  Every 
Piirliele  of  duit  or  of  olliil  prejudicinl  to  health  or  comfort 
would  thiix  he  washed  irtio  Ihe  sewers.  The  most  inagnif. 
icent  fuMiilafns  could  be  kepicon.iaBlly  Itowin;;;  ;iud  Ilic 
city  of  VVashin^toD,  unrivaled  in  erandeiir  and  tieauly  of 
plan,  would,  in  a  few  years,  refreshed  by  livins  streaina, 
and  beautified  by  sparkling;  juts  and  towt-runj  columns  of 
water,  becouic  a  place  of  summer  resnrl,  and  the  adniiratiou 
of  our  whole  people.*' 

That  is  the  magnificent  plan  of  Captain  Meigs, 
not  only  to  bring  five  limes  as  much  water  as  ten 
times  the  population  of  Washington  would  re- 
quire, but  to  have  a  surplus  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  1  cannot  dwell  as  long  upon  this  mat- 
ter as  I  would  wish,  for  my  time  is  too  limited.  I 
have  looked  through  the  estiinalea  of  Captain 
Meigs,  and  unless  1  am  greatly  mistaken,  I  have 
not  found  any  estimate  for  the  foundation  of  this 
structure;  and  I  should  ju'Jge,  from  the  reading  of 
the  report  made  by  him,  that  he  proposed  to  put 
it  upon  the  ground  without  any  foundation.  I 
say  that  when  this  work  comes  lobe  conelrucied, 
It  will  necessarily  cost  two  or  three  times  as  much 
as  Captain  Meigs  lias  estimated  for,  if  his  figures 


and  statements  ue  worth  anything  at  all.  I  have 
a  copy  of  Captain  Meigs's  plan  here  before  me, 
and  he  not  only  proposes  to  bring  water  from  the 
Great  Falls,  but  he  proposes  to  bring  water  from 
Rock  Creek.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  here  that 
his  estimate  of  the  coat  of  the  work  at  Rock  Creek 
is  studionsly  exaggerated,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  his  estimate  of  ihecost  of  bringing  the  water 
from  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Potomac  is  studi- 
ously diminished  from  what  it  would  really  cost, 

Mr.  EWING  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr,  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  1  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  reducing  the  appropria- 
tion to  §10(1,000. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  it  has  been  found  to  be 
the  universal  experience  in  this  city,  and  in  every 
other  place  where  Governments  have  carried  on 
works;  that  the  estimates  of  engineers  have  never, 
^  or  if  ever  very  rarely,  come  up  to  one  half  of  the 
amount  which  the  work  has  actually  cost.  Lhave 
no  doubt  that  the  same  experience  will  be  found 
verified  in  this  instance.  There  is  a  peculiar 
faculty  in  builders  all  over  the  country  getting  the 
Government  into  undertaking  the  building  of  cus- 
tom-houses and  other  works  by  the  appropriation 
of  <J10,000  or  $50,000,  which  they  say  will  cover 
the  whole  cost,  and  then  after  the  work  has  been 
commenced,  we  find  ourselves  called  upon  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies  in  the  appropriation,  year  after 
year,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  until  finally  the 
original  sum  is  doubled,  trebled,  and  in  many  in- 
stances quintupled.  1  do  not  believe  tliat  there 
can  be  found  a  single  instance  of  engineers  ever 
having  made  an  estimate  for  the  Government  of 
I  this  country,  the  amount  of  which  proved  to  be 
in  the  end  more  than  half  the  sum  that  the  work 
has  cost.  Not  a  single  instance  of  the  contrary 
can  be  found,  1  believe,  in  the  past  history  of  such 
works. 

Well,  now,  what  i^  this  particular  proposition? 
It  is  a  proposition  to  expend  inilliuns  of  dollars  on 
the  work  of  supplying  the  city  with  water.  For  the 
benefit  of  what  and  of  whom  is  this  outlay  to  be 
made?  They  say  here  that  the  Government  of 
the  country  has  a  large  amount  of  public  property 
here;  that  its  buildings  are  of  immense  value.  To 
be  sure  the  Government  does  possess'  a  large 
amount  of  buildings  here.  It  has  parks  in  the 
city  which  it  is  constantly  surrounding  with  iron 
fences,  and  expending  vast  sums  of  money  upon. 
It  expends  larse  amounts  annually  in  adorning 
this  city,  which  draws  upon  ihe  Treasury  of  the 
United  .States  every  day  and  every  hour.  This 
expenditure  is  lavished  for  no  olher  purpose  save 
to  adorn  the  city.  This  is  the  character  of  the 
properly,  with  the  exception  of  the  national  ar- 
chives, which  il  is  sought  to  protect  and  improve 
at  this  immense  expense.  And  importance  is 
sought  to  be  attached  to  this  matter  from  the  fact 
that  some  public  buildings  have  been  burned  here. 
But,  sir,  it  was  not  from  any  want  of  water  that 
:  they  were  burned.  They  might  have  any  quan- 
tity of  water  here  without  the  aid  of  an  engineer, 
or  a  greater  achievement  of  engineering  skill  than 
a  reservoir.  Water  enough  runs  to  waste  every 
day  to  supply  all  the  public  buildings  of  the  city 
if  they  were  constructed  with  reservoirs.  * 

Mr.  CHANDLER    You  are  mistaken  in  thai. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  Well,  if  I  am  mistaken  in 
that,  certainly  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  enough 
of  water  runs  to  waste  about  this  Capitol  to  supply 
it  with  any  quantity  it  might  require.  If  we  want 
water  for  the  protection  of  this  building  from  fire, 
we  can  have  it  in  any  quantity  without  going  to 
the  Great  Falls  for  it. 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  have  got  this 
water  introduced  inio  thecily.when  we  havesnent 
five  or  seven  millions  of  dollars  upon  it,  for  whose 
benefit  is  it?    When  iheGovernmentof  ihiscoun- 
try  has  got  to  pay. the  interest  of  the  money  that 
will  be  spent  on  this  enterprise,  for  whose  benefit 
will  it  all  be?     For  that  of  the  property  holders  of 
the  city  of  Washington.     If  tlusaqueiluct  is  built, 
and  waler  conveyed  to  the  city,  wliut  will  be  the 
effect  of  it?     The  effect  will  be  to  make  property 
more  valuable,  and  to  make  rents  higher.     And, 
Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  ask  who  pays   the  high  I 
rents  in  the  city  of  Washington?     It  i.s  the  Gov- 
ernment clerks  that  pay  them;  it  is  the  members  | 
of  Congress;  il  is  the  persons  who  live  here  tran-  | 
sienlly,  and   who  cannot  get'a  decent  room  in  a  i 
boarding-house  even  in  the  fourth  story,  for  which  i 
they  have  not  to  pay  from  twenty  dollars  to  thirty 
dollars  a  week.    And  all  this  is  owing  to  the  ex-  ' 


penditures  of  money  here  by  the'Croveimment  i 
improving  the  value  of  properly. 

Mr.  V^NSANT.  This  is  no  new  question 
sprung  upon  this  House.  As  early  as  1849  an 
appropriation — a  homeopathic  one  to  be  sure- 
waa  made  by  Congress  for  thepurposeof  surveyrt 
ing  these  different  routes,  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
troduction of  water  into  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  $300,  which  was  the  amount  appropriated, 
being  found  inadequate  to  the  survey  of  even  one 
route,  Ihe  city  corporation  appropriated  $LO(X)in 
addition.  That  $1,500  enabled  the  engineer,  Mr, 
Hughes,  to  make  a  survey  of  one  route,  over 
which  the  water  was  to  be  taken,  and  that  was 
from  Rock  Creek.  Subsequently  the  matter  was 
taken  up  again,  and  $5,0U0  was  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  purpose  of  making  another  sur- 
vey. Surveys  were  then  made  from  Rock  Creek, 
from  Little  Falls,  and  from  the  Great  Falls,  and 
a  report  of  those  surveys  was  made  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Ihe  United  Slates.  They  were  first  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  on  the  21st  of  February,  and 
the  report  was  printed  in  the  daily  papers.  The 
Senate  appropriated  $150,000  for  the  work.  Jt 
came  to  the  House,  and  was  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union ,  where 
it  was  passed  as  it  came  from  the  Senate;  but  the 
sum  was  stricken  out  in  the  House,  but  by  a 
committee  of  conference  it  was  restored,  and  made 
§100,000. 

Now,  when  the  matter  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  it  was  fully  discussed,  and  a  report  was 
made  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  ihe  differ- 
ent lines.  Since  it  has  been  introduced  here, 
this  session,  every  effort  which  human  ingenuity 
could  devise' has  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  shaking  the  confidence  of  this  commitlee  in 
the  capacity  of  the  engineer  who  has  charge  of  the 
execution  of  the  work;  and,  in  my  judgment,  the 
more  theories  they  haveeetrp,  and  the  more  facts 
they  have  asserted)  the  more  has  the  tendency 
been  to  strengthen  his  reputation  as  an  engineer. 

The  most  startling  facts,  and  the  most  wonder- 
ful theories,  have  been  sprung  upon  this  House. 
We  were  told,  in  the  beginning,  with  an  air  of 
authority  which  seemed  to  carry  conviction,  and 
which  startled  those  who  have  been  somewhat 
familiar  with  the  subject,  and  that,  too,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  that 
the  work  for  the  excavation  of  the  earth  was  con- 
tracted for  at  $7  50  per  cubic  yard.  Those  who 
have  examined  the  report  upon  ihe  subject,  are 
aware  that  the  excavation  of  earth  is  estimated  at 
from  twenty  to  thirty  cents  a  cubic  yard  at  the 
highest.  Well,  cerlainly  the  declaration  of  such 
a  fact  as  thai  I  have  referred  to  was  most  start- 
ling— the  fact  that  it  should  not  cost  more  than 
thirty  cents,  and  that  it  did  cost  $7  SO  per  cubic 
yard. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  wish  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman, I  know  he  does  not  intend  to  misrepre- 
sent me;  but  he  does  not  understand  what  I  said. 
I  never  said  thai  the  excavation  of  earth  cost«i7  50. 
I  spoke  of  its  being  rock;  and  said,  at  the  same 
lime,  that  if  ii  had  been  cast  iron  it  could  not  have 
cost  more. 

Mr.  VANSANT.  I  am  sure  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  tlpes  not  believe  that  I 
would  wilfully  misrepresent  nim.  1  heard  his  re- 
marks, but  irave  no  recollection  of  his  havingsaid 
anything  about  rock  excavation.  Theimpreaaion 
made  upon  my  mind  at  the  time  wos,  that  he 
referred  to  the  excavation  of  earth. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Per- 
kins's amendment;  and  il  was  not  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  EWING  offered  a  ;>ro  forma  amendment, 
and  addre.iaed  the  committee  in  favor  of  M». 
Ciiakdlf.r's  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Smith,  of  New  York.  [The  remarks  are  with- 
held.] 

Mr.  GOODRICH.  I  am  disposed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  be  as  liberal  to  the  city  of  Washington 
aa  most  members  of  Congress.  I  am  disposal  to. 
go  as  far  as  I  possibly  can,  consislenlly  with  a 
conacientiou.<!  discharge  of  llieduty  which  1  owe  to 
others.  If  I  t!ould  see  my  way  clear,  I  might  be 
quite  willing  to  vote  for  this  appropriation;  but  1 ,' 
cannot  do  so  while  it  is  in  the  shape  it  is  now.  ( 
agree  entirely  with  ihe  views  which  have  been 
presented  by  the  genlleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Pabkkr.]  I  wns  in  the  last  Congress,  and  had 
no  more  idea  then  than  ihe  gentleman  had,  that 
we  were  doing  anything  by  which  we  were  com- 
mitting ourselves  to  any  plan  which  WDuld   be 
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brought  here.orany  contract  which  should  bepre- 
■enied  to  this  Congress.  But  1  cannot  go  into  that 
matter  in  a  five-minute  speech.  , 

I  say  that  this  appropriation  ousht  never  to  be 

'made,  in  my  judgment,  unless  it  is  done  upon 

^'(ome  principle  of  division    between  the   United 

trStates  and  the  city  of  Washington.     If  the  appro- 

I'priation  be  made,  and  the  water  be  brought  into 

^  the  city,  it  will  become  a  matter  of  great  personal 

interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city.     I  have  no 

doubt  at  all  that  the  effect  will  be  to  increase  the 

Jueof  private  property  in  this  city  more  than  the 
'sum  which  it  is  esiimaird  the  work  will  cost.  My 
■friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.TATLOR]  asks  how  much  will 
it  increase  the  value  of  the  public  property  ?  Very 
well;  as  much  as  he  pleases.  Admit  it  increaseu 
the  value  of  the  public  property  83,000,000,  and 
my  principle  is  the  same.  Suppose  this  Capitol 
was  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  you  were  to 
-bring  water  there  at  a  cost  of  two,  three,  five,  or 
'ten  millions  of  dollars !  I  want  to  know  on  what 
principle  you  can  justify  this  that  would  not  jus- 
tify giving  water  lor  ihe  whole  city  of  New  York. 
•■"6ir,  if  you  adopt  this  principle,  you  will  have  to 
continue  the  supply  of  water  for  the  benefit  of  pri- 
vate property  so  long  as  the  city  lasts,  however 
much  it  may  increase  in  size  and  population. 

1  say  that  i  cannot  consent  to  vote  to  do  that 
unless  you  will  go  on  some  principle  of  division. 
If  you  will  say  that  the  corporation  here  shall  pay 
one  fourth,  so  I  con  save  my  principle,  1  am  will- 
ing to  be  exceedingly  liberal.  I  am  sure  no  man 
can  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, now  numberine  some  sixty  thousand — 
shortly  to  be  more — ought  not  to  pay.for  the  ben- 
efits to  be  derived  at  least  one  fourth  the  expense. 
Do  that,  and  to  some  extent  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  will  be  obviated.  It 
will  be  done  much  cheaper  in  that  way.  The  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  are  interested  in  the  work,  and 
let  them  bear  the  burden,  and 'the  work  will  b» 
done  better  and  cheaper  in  that  way.  But  that  is 
not  the  point  I  desire  to  make.  I  do  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  vole  an  appropriation  for  a  work  so 
much  of  which  shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  pri- 
vate property,  without  asking  those  who  own  the 
property  to  bear  one  cent  of  the  burden.  1  there- 
fore cannot  vote  for  this  appropriation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  queition  was  taken  on  Mr.  Ewinq'i 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  1  move  to  increase 
the  amount  proposed  in  the  amendment  JIOO. 

Having  made  some  remarks  a  few  weeks  ago 
upon  this  proposition,  I  would  not  trouble  the  com- 
mittee now,  were  I  not  desirous  of  saying  some- 
thing in  rei'ly  to  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Parker,]  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  last 
Congress.  He  argues  as  if  the  appropriation  of 
»100,000  was  only  to  enable  the  Presiilenl  of  the 
United  Stales  to  select  the  plan  for  the  work,  and 
the  place  from  which  the  water  was  to  be  brought. 
For  one,  as  it  member  of  the  last  Congress,  I 
state  that  I  had  a  very  different  impression. 

I  hold  in  my  ha;id  Executive  Document  No. 
48,  made  February  33,  1853,  being  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  commu- 
nicating, in  compliante  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Meigs,  with  sur- 
veys, plans,  and  estimates  for  supplying  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown  with  water.  I 
examined  these  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates; 
and,  when  I  voted  at  the  last  Congres's  to  make 
this  appropriation  of  $100,000,  I  di.d  it  with  the 
distinct  understanding  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  empowered  to  adopt  one  of 
three  plans  that  were  submitted  to  Congress,  t 
trust  gentlemen  of  the  committee  will  bear  with 
me  for  a  moment,  while  I  snnke  a  reference  to  this 
report,  to  show  that  there  were,  at  that  lime,  three 
plans  submitted  to  Congress,  and  that  the  differ- 
ence in  the  expense  of  each  was  very  immaterial. 
I  find,  on  the  secoqd  and  third  pages  of  this  re- 
port, a  recapitulation  of  the  communication  from 
tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  report 
of  General  Totten  of  the  surveys  made  by  Cap- 
tain Smith,  Lieutenant  Meigs,  and  the  engineers, 
and  a  recapitulation  of  the  probable  expenses  of 
bringing  water,  by  the  three  plans,  from  Rock 
Creek,  Little  Falls,  and  the  Great  Falls: 

"The  nqueduct  rrom  Rnck  Creek,  complete, to  the  Cap 
itol,  niivy-ynrd,  snri  public  biiilithillfl,  iiiclilditVg  tb-J  hist) 
iiervic*^  iii  Gffirgelown,  will  cn»i  51,258.863.  Advanlages 
ovvr  Uie  otHera,  ckoafneii;  supply  in  winter  and  Kpring, 


26,7.11.300  ^alloiiK,  tiiii  lishle,  in  the  heat^oriummer,  to  be 
dliiiliii!'hrd  lu  9,H60,UUii  galloim. 

"The  Lime  Fulls  work,  c'lnlplele,  will  coat  $1,597,415. 
AdvBiilaK**s  over  the  Grf.!!  Falls  project,  cheapne^H  ;  over 
Elock  Creek,  Meadliiees  of  supply ;  which,  at  the  above 
c  (SI,  will  be  I2,uuu,000  of  galloos.  to  be  tncreafied  in  lime, 
by  another  pump  and  wh'  el,  lo  I8,0tlo,uou.  Dii(HdvanlHi{e«, 
a  doubt  as  to  ihe  xullicieiicy  ol'  ihc  waler  power  lor  a 
greater  8Uppl>'  than  l2,MiO,(i0ii  of  gallons,  and,  by  !*ome  en- 
gineers whom  1  have  consulted,  even  (or  ibiH  amount  in 
very  dry  sea^ions;  want  of  ^iniplicily  ;  ui<e  of  machinery 
always,  however  well  constructed,  liable  to  injury  and  in- 
terruption ;  want  of  reservoir  space  for  settling  tlie  waler  ; 
liability  to  interriiplion,  for  a  llnie,  during  floods. 

"  The  Great  Fall- project  will  cohi,  complete,  ^1,9-21,244. 
Constant  and  everlasting  daily  supply,  36.nl6,4uU  gallons. 
.Ailvanlaces,  siiiiphcily  and  durahitily  ;  perfect  securily  and 
inexhiiusiible,  and  unluiling  source  ;  lavish  use,  which  can 
be  iiiilulgcd  in  in  consequence  of  abund.'int  supply  ;  power 
of  street  washing,  cooling  the  air,  and  einbellisliing  the 
city  by  gieat  limnlaiiis;  use  for  driving  small  machines, 
laities,  printing  presses,  and  the  like;  great  space  for  sel- 
lling  and  purifying  in  reservoirs,  and  great  quantity  in  store 
for  emerg'  ncies  ;  small  expense  tif  keeping  up  the  worha 
when  aiice  established,  and  consequent  low  price  of  water 
delivered  in  bouses  or  faetoriev." 

The  statements  in  this  recapitulation  show  a 
comparatively  small  difference  in  the  estimates  of 
these  emineiitgentlemen.  The  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Meigs  now  before  the  members  of  the  com- 
miltee  shows  the  probable  cost  of  the  aqueduct 
from  the  Great  Falls  to  be  $3,31)0,000.  I  have  a  let- 
ter in  my  hand  from  Mr.  Meigs,  dated  the  35th 
of  May  last,  in  which  he  says  that,  so  far  from 
the  cost  of  this  work  exceeding  the  estimate  of 
$3,300,000,  as  stated  by  gentlemen  here,  there 
are  responsible  men  now  proposing  and  willing 
lo  contract  for  the  execution  of  the  whole  work  ot 
$2,300,000.  Any  gentleman  desiring  to  look  at 
the  letter  may  see  it.  And  he  says,  also,  that  so 
far  from  ihe  cost  of  the  work  exceeding  his  esti- 
mates, instead  of  paying  fourteen  dollars  per  cu- 
bic yard  for  excavating  rocks,  he  has  iiad  it  done 
for  seven  dollars,  and  Irom  that  down  to  three  dol- 
lars and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  showing  that  the 
work  can  be  done  for  even  less  than  the  estimated 
cost. 

Now,  then,  let  me  «ay  a  few  words  more  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter.  In  this  report,  which  Mr. 
Meigs  cites,  it  is  stated  that  the  Croton  aqueduct 
in  New  York  cost  $12,000,000;  the  aqueduct  in 
Boston,  $5,000,000;  that  it  cost  $600,000  to  supply 
Jersey  city  with  water,  and 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  my  friend  from  Ohio  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  work  $100.  1  think  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  CnANDLER]  is  the  proper  one,  and  that  the 
sum  indicated  in  it  is  just  enough  for  the  purpose. 
I  was  some  time  since  opposed  to  the  appropria- 
tion in  this  form;  but  I  have  great  confidence  in 
the  judgment  of  my  colleague  over  the  way,  [Mr. 
Craige,]  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  whom,  however,  I  do 
not  now  see  in  his  seat.  I  know  him  to  be  an 
economical  man  in  his  public  character;  a  strict 
construciionisl,  and  all  that.  He  has  investi- 
gated this  subject  thoroughly,  and  he  is  of  opin- 
ion— and  t  rely  very  much  on  his  judgment — that 
the  plai^dopted  had  better  be  carried  out.  Every 
gentleman  admits  that  we  need  waler  much  in  the 
District,  for  the  purpo.se,  as  my  friend  on  the  left 
suggests,  of  making  it  Woj/iiiij-town  in  fact,  as 
well  as  in  name.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  speaks  of  the  opinion  of  his 
colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds.  Let  me  ask  him  if  the 
matter  has  ever  been  before  that  committee.' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  chairman  told  me  he 
had  investigated  the  matter  thoroughly;  and  I  un- 
derstand, in  fact,  that  it  was  referred  lo  that  com- 
mittee. As  I  said,  I  havc^reat  confidence  in  his 
judgment,  as  I  consider  him  to  be  a  safe  man  in 
all  respects,  and  opposed  to  all  sorts  of  lavish  ex- 
penditure. I  was  about  to  say,  that  it  has  been 
conceded  by  every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on 
the  sut^ecl,  that  we  very  much  want  water  in  this 
city.  These  gentlemen,  who  have  adopted  and 
had  charge  of^  the  execution  of  this  plan — the 
President  and  ourcommittee — seem  to  think  it  the 
right  one.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  large  sum;  but  1 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  thegehtlemag  from  Pennsylvania. 

I  rose,  however,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  speech  on  the  subject,  but  to  appeal  to  the  friends 
anil  foes  of  the  measure  to  let  us  vote  upon  the 
question  at  once.    It  is  now  after  three  o'clock. 


and  the  day  is  Saturday.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
get  this  bill  out  of  th^  way  as  soon  as  possible. 
1  believe  there  is  but  one  page  more  of  the  oill  to  . 
be  read  after  we  shall  have  disposed  of  this 
question.  I  hope  we  shall  take  a  vote  upon  it  now, 
and  adopt  or  reject  it,  so  that  we  can  go  on  anil 
read  the  other  page. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tatlob'i 
amendment;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREEN  WOOD.  I  propose  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

Prttvidvd,  That  no  portion  of  the  foregoing  eraoimt  iihittl 
be  applied  unless  the  Corporal  ions  orGenr;jelowii  and  VVasb- 
iiiglon  shall  appropriate  end  pay  a  snni  equal  lo  one  fif\h  of 
Ihe  ainount,  lo  aid  in  the  cousuactloD  of  liie  waler- works 
proposed. 

When  this  question  was  being  considered,  a  few 
days  ago,  in  committee,  a  similar  amendment,  I 
.believe,  was  moved  to  the  deficiency  bill.  I  fell 
called  upon  at  that  time  to  move  an  amendment 
a  little  tlifiTerenl  to  the  one  now  proposed.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  amendment  1  offered  provided  that 
the  corporations  of  Georgetown  and  Washington 
should  defray  one  fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  work. 
I  I  have  thought  proper  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment, and  to  present  it  in  the  piesenl  shape.  I 
would  not  be  understood,  in  moving  the  present 
amendment,  as  entertaining  any  prejudice  against 
the  citizens  of  Washington. 

vlt  occurred  to  me  that  an  amendment  of  this 
character  would  be  equitable.  The  citizens  own 
a  large  portion  of  the  property  of  the  city.  It  is 
true  that  the  Government  owns  a  very  large 
amount  of  property,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Government  should  be  provided  with  a  sulficienl 
supply  of  water.  But  I  hold  that  while  we  are 
making  appropriations  which  will  have  the  effect 
o(  enhancing  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  District,  they  ought,  at  least,  to  come 
forward  and  say  to  Congress:  "  You  are  bringing 
waler  into  the  city,  by  which  we  are  lo  be  bene- 
fited, and  we  will  aid  in  the  matter.' 

If  this  appropriation  should  be  made,  and  ths 
corporations  of  Washington  and  Georgetown 
should  think  proper  to  make  an  appropriauon ,  in 
accordance  with  this  amendment,  to  aiil  m  thi 
work,  and  the  water  should  be  brought  into  the 
city,  I  would  then  be  willing  to  vote  for  a  law 
which  should  give  those  corporations  the  entire 
control  of  the  water,  with  the  exception  of  as 
much  as  should  be  required  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Government,  in  oriJer  to  enable  them  to  make 
such  disposition  of  it  as  they  choose,  for  the 
purpose  of  deriving  an  income  from  it,  to  reim- 
burse them  for  aiding  to  bring  it  in. 

Certainly,  sir,  it  was  never  the  intention  of 
Congress,  when  the  appropriation  of  $100,000 
was  made,  to  pay  thai  amount  simply  for  a  plan 
of  the  work.  That  certainly  would  have  been  a 
very  extravagant  amount  to  have  appropriated  for 
1  a  plan.  And  I  take  it  fur  granted  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  never  would  bsvt 
sustained  the  report  of  the  Commiitre  of  Confer- 
ence, had  they  believed  that  the  $100,000  was 
appropriated  simply  for  the  purpose  of  procariDga 
plan  for  the  construction  of  water-works. 

Then,  sir,  I  take  it  that  the  President  baa  doos 
no  more,  under  this  provision,  than  he  waa  fuUy 
authorized  lo  do  by  it. 

If,  then,  this  sum  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  these  water-works,  1  think 
the  amendment  which  I  have  submitted  should  bs 
adopted  with  it,  and  thereby  give  the  corporations 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown  the  opportunity 
of  cooperating  with  the  Government  in  bringing 
waler  into  the  city.  That  waler  is  needed,  judg- 
ing from  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor, 
cannot  be  questioned.  And  I  am  told  by  my 
friends  around  me  that  we  ought  to  have  better 
water,  or  better  whisky;  and  that  if  the  water 
was  better,  we  should  not  want  so  much  whisky. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.      I  desire  to  address  th( 
House  upon  the  amendment;  but  it  ia  «o  late  in 
the  day  that  1  do  not  wish  to  do  so  now.     I  there- 
fore move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 
.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  ihen  rose;  and  Ihe  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Obr)  reported  that  the  Commin*-'  "f  ii"  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  a  order, 

had  the  Union  generally  under  '  -n,  and 

particularly  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 
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Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  thereupon  (at 
three  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes,  p.  m.)  the  House 
adjourned  until  Monday  next  kt  iwelv*  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  June  26,  1854. 
I'rayer  by  Rev.  Hr.Nav  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE.        I 

A   messas;e  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by    Mr.    Fornev,  their   Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  passed  (he  following  , 
bills  from  the  Senate  without  amendment: 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Louiai-  I 
ana,  in  the  Bastrop  grant;  ' 

A  bill  to  reimburse  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  for  e.xpenditures  made  for  the 
first  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers; 

A-  bill  for  the  relief  of  Priscilla  C.  Simonds; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zadoc  C.  Inghram; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Llewellen  Washington; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Olmstead. 

Also,  the  following  Senate  bills,  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  requested  the  coDcurrence 
of  the  Senate: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Jeffries  and  Jere- 
miah M.  Smith;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day. 

Also,  thai  they  had  passed  the  following  House 
~i>ills,  in  which  they  requested  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate: 

A  bill  to  create  and  provide  a  pension  for  David 
Towie; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  McKnight,of  the 
State  of  Kentucky; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Wallace,  of  the 
State  of  Illinois; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  BentIey,of  the 
Slate  of  Indiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Howison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Mat- 
thew Jack,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Lot  Hall, 
deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  HolTmnn;  and 

A  bill  to  create  and  provide  a  pension  for  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Porter. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  fovor  of  a  uniform  rate  of  ocean  postage 
reduced  to  the  lowest  sum  practicable;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
praying  a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  ocean  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
Dent,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  value  of  cer- 
tain cattle  supplied  to  the  commissioners  of  In- 
dian affairs  in  California,  to  enable  them  to  form  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  in  that  State;  which,  to- 
gether with  a  document  on  the  subject,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  a  law  suspending  the  duty  on  rail- 
road iron  for  two  years  after  the  works  of  a  rail- 
road shall  have  commenced  operation;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  favor  of  a  grant  of  pub- 
lic land,  or  a  loan  of  Government  credit,  to  aid  in 
.  the  speedy  completion  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific, 
and  suggesting  Memphis,  in  that  State,  as  a  cen- 
tral terminus  for  said  road;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
see, asking  the  passage  of  an  act  to  enable  the 
State  to  levee  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river 
from  the  Kentucky  line  H>  the  line  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  so  as  to  keep  that  river  within  its 
channel,  and  thus  to  prevent  the  constant  change 
which  is  occurring  in  the  Mississippi  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  Memphis;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Also,  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assemby  of 
the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  law  allowing  a  pension  to  the  officers  and.sol- 
diers  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812  with  Great 
Britain,  and  in  the  various  Indian  wars;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Slate  of  Teiifressee,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
an  act  that  will  secure  to  the  mounted  volunleers, 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Mexican  war,  payment  for  horses  and  equi- 
pages lost  in  that  service;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aff°airs. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  law  allowing  Captain  William  Reed, of  Sumner 
county,  Tennessee,  such  compensation  as  may  be 
just  anil  reasonable  in  view  of  the  distinguished 
services  rendered  by  him  in  1792- '93,  prior  to  the 
admission  of  that  State  into  the  Union,  during  the 
Indian  wars  of  that  period;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Tennessee,  praying  that  bounty  land  may  be 
granted  to  the  Tennessee  volunteers  who  were 
mustered  intolhe  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Mexican  war;  but  were  ordered  by  the  com- 
manding general  to  return  to  their  homes  to  await 
the  orders  of  the  President;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Nashville,  editors  of  the  various  newspapers  of 
that  city,  and  others,  praying  the  reduction  of 
sea  postage  on  letters  at  as  early  a  date  as  it  may 
be  safely  accomplished;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Myles 
T.  Woolley,  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Charles  Neilson;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Also,  a  peiiiion  of  citizens  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  a  contract  may  be  entered  into  with 
Christian  Hansen  for  carrying  the  mails  in  steam- 
ers from  Brooklyn, New  York,  to  Bremen;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Ap  C.  Jones,  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  praying  the 
restitution  of  his  pay,  suspended  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court-martial;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Scott,  late  Navy  agent  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  commission 
on  disbursements  made  by  him  as  pension  agent; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  the  following  petitions, 
praying  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean  post- 
age; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads: 

Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 

Petition  of  J.  H.  Rotlnock  and  other  citizens  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio; 

Petition  of  J.S.  Wright  and  other  citizen*  of 
Chardon,Ohlo; 

Petition  of  J.  S.  Herrick  and  other  citizens  of 
Ravenna,  Ohio; 

Petition  of  John  T.  Janney  and  other  citizens 
of  Columbus,  Ohio;  and 

Petition  of  J.  W.  Chafiin  and  other  citizens  of 
Wilmington,  Ohio. 

Also,  documents  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Moses 
Petit,  to  the  repayment  of  certain  money  depos- 
ited with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana, for  the  purchase  of  public  land, 
j  and  by  him  converted  to  his  own  use;  which  were 
I  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  Amarul 
&  Bastos,  merchants  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil, 
i  the  memorial  of  Manuel  A.  T-  Barboza,  and  the 
memorial  of  Jose  da  Cruz,  Luis  Vidal  Cezar,and 
Bentoe  Pacheco  das  Santos,  praying  indemnity 
i  for  losses  sustained  by   them  in  consequence  of 
I  the  seizure  on  the  high  seas,  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  brig  Perry,  Lieutenant 
I  Davis,  commanding,  of  the  brig  Susan  and  cargo, 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  act  of  1800,  pro- 
hibiting the  African  slave  trade;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
i      Mr.  STUART  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 


ants of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  praying  a  reduc- 
tion  of  the  rates  of  ocean  postage;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 
REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  assignees  or  legal  representatives  of 
Jacques  Moulon,  reported  it  back  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mary  Kinner  and 
Mary  C.  McCoy,  praying  indemnity  for  losses 
sustained  by  them  in  the  depreciation  of  their 
properly  in  consequence  of  delays  interposed  by 
the  land  officers  m  the  perfection  of  their  titles, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Pool,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  an 
amount  of  money  paid  by  him  for  supplies  for 
the  Shawnee  tribe  of  Indians,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  were  referred  the  following  bills 
from  the  Houaeof  Representatives,  reporteo  them 
back  without  amendment: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Lewis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Albro  Tripp; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  N.  Halsted; 

A  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Benjamin  Hammond,  of 
the  State  of  New  York;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  a  pension  for  James  K.  Welch. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  praying  compensation 
for  lands  relinquished  to  the  United  States  by  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  1814,  submitted  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
chiefs,  head  men,  and  warriors  of  the  friendly 
Creek  Indians,  engaged  in  the  war  of  1814;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  Ths 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print 
two  thousand  copies  of  the  House  Executive  docu- 
ment relating  to  the  seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior, 
reporte4  in  favor  of  printing  the  same,  and  the 
report  was  concurred  in. 

BRIG  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 
Mr.  GEYER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Senate  refused  to  order  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants  of  the 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong;  which 
was  entered  on  the  Journal. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

I  Mr.  CLAYTON.  Mr.  President,  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  a  resolutioVi  to  the  Senate  on  the 

,  22d  of  May  laat,  directing  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  to  make  certain  inquiries  in  regard 
to  the  African  slave  trade  in  the  Spanish  West 
Indies.  That  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  and  1  am  now  instructed  by  the  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  sir,  that  the  committee 
unanimously  agree  that  it  is  not  less  due  to  the 
honor  of  the  United  Slates  than  to  the  obligations 
of  their  Government  and  people  to  the  cause  of 
humanity,  to  continue  our  efforts  to  suppress  this 
inhuman  traffic.  If  there  be  a  single  member  of 
this  honorable  body  who  iff  insensible  to  the  great 
duty  imposed  upon  us  as  a  civilized  and  Christian 
people  in  referen*  to  the  slave  trade,  I  have  yet 
to  learn  it.  I  assume  it,  that,  with  one  heart  and 
mind,  the  representatives  of  the  American  Stales 
and  people,  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the 
American  President,  stand  at  all  times  prepared 
to  perform  their  part  of  the  great  duty  of  sup- 
pressing the  exportation  of  slaves  from  Africa  by 
the  most  stringent  and  efffectual  means  within  their 
power. 

But  although  such  is  and  has  been  the  settled 
desire  of  all  branches  of  this  Government,  it  is 
now  apparent  that  the  measures  we  have  adopted, 
allhougn  aided  by  the  Powers  of  the  two  great 
nations  &f  Europe  which  stand  foremost  in  ths 
march   of  human  progress  and  Christian  civili- 
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zatioii,are  inndeqiiate  for  ihe  purposes  for  which 
ihey  were  designed.  Grent  Britain  and  France, 
with  their  squadrons  always  cruising  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  aciinff  in  cooperation  with  an  American 
8C|uadri>ii  of  eighty  guils  on  that  coast,  have,  it  is 
beheved,  failed  nol  only  to  suppress,  but  even  to 
diminish  this  infamous  trade.  It  is  true,  the  im- 
portation of  negroes  into  Brazil  has  nearly  ceased 
since  il;e  year  itij'2,  owing,  I  believe,  lo  the  ener- 
getic operation  of  the  Brazilian  Government  in 
enforcing  its  treaty  with  Great  Britain;  but  the 
importation  into  the  Spanish  West  Indies  has 
greatly  increased,  to  the  disgrace  of  those  who 
have  administered  the  government  of  those  islands; 
and  this  Government  is  called  upon  by  a  consid- 
eration of  the  possible  danger  to  a  portion  of  our 
own  country,  whose  prosperity  and  safety  may 
be  thus  imperiled,  as  well  as  by  all  the  dictaies  of 
humanity,  to  arrest  that  growing  evil  so  far  as  we 
have  means  to  accomplish  the  object. 

1  am  well  satisfied  that  this  traffic  is  most  suc- 
cessfully, though  not  exclusively,  carried  on  in 
American-built  vessels,  and  under  the  protection 
of  the  American  flog.  On  a  former  occasion  I 
endeavored  lo  expose  the  means  by  which  this 
shameful  prostitution  of  the  proud  emblem  of  our 
national  honor  has  been  cfTected.  Under  the  guard 
of  the  stars  and  stripes,  the  pirate  h:isbeen  enabled 
to  renewal!  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage,  and 
any  man  who  will  peruse  the  volume  on  "  Africa 
an  d4he  American  Flag,  by  Lieutenant  Foote,  of  the 
United  Slates  Navy,  who  commanded  the  United 
States  brig  Perry,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  during 
the  years  1850  and  1851,  will  comprehend  the 
means  by  which  ihe  worst  of  men  have  committed 
the  worst  of  crimes,  and  escaped,  unwhippet^of 
justice,  by  the  abuse  of  our  flag. 

I  have  this  morning  received  a  letter  on  this 
subject  from  this  able  and  efEcient  officer  of  our 
Navy,  dated  the  24ih  instant,  which  I  will  submit 
to  the  perusal  of  any  Senator  desiring  it,  and  which 
is  well  worthy  of  a  careful  consideration.  He 
says: 

"  I  have  bcfnre  mn  a  copy  of  '  InstnicllnnH  for  the  senior 
oflicpn  ni"  Uir  .Mj>jpb1)  't  sliipii  and  vrastls  on  llie  ivpsi  coai-l 
of  Aln.  1  wiTli  n-^,„ri  lo  ihc  iriaiy  with  Uif  Uiiiu-d  Suicai 
"'  ■  Washington  on  Itic  9lli  of  AiicU!«t, 

1  i'iilt*rsrorL*S4'cuiinK  the  otfire  iifl.ord 

1]  [-  -'I  Britain  and  Ireland,'  fitc,  which  say; 

''t'l"'* niiiiiduit;  othcerrt  of  Her  Miijeniy'ri  ve»iii-lf«  on  ihe 

coasl  ol  Afrrca  alalion  will  hear  in  mind,  that  it  ii  no  part 
of  their  duly  to  capture,  or  viilt,  or  In  any  way  to  interfere 
With  ve»ol9  »r  the  LTnlled  Hiales,  whtUier  Ihut  veuett  lAoU 
have  ttuvet  on  board  or  not.'  " 

This  confirms  the  statement  I  made  to  the  Sen- 
ale  when  I  originiUed  this  inquiry,  that 'slavers 
sailing  under  the  American  flag  are  in  all  cases 
protefied  by  it,  unless  they  chance  to  be  over- 
hauled by  one  of  our  own  cruisers.  Other  nations 
have  resolved,  and  I  think  wisely,  that  we  shall 
have  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  traffic,  if  we  are 
resolved  that  no  others  bIiiiII  search  our  vessels. 
The  foct  redoubles  the  duly  we  owe  both  lo  God 
ai^d  man  to  spare  no  effort  lo  pievtnt  the  trade, 
and  Ihe  necessary  dishonor  of  our  national  char- 
acter which  flows  from  k  when  conducted  in  Aniei*' 
icnn  vessels. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  to  which  1  refer,  after- 
wards adds: 

"  The  practice  ii<,  for  American  vesscia  to  iihow  Iheir 
reglmcr  or  lea-letter  to  ihe  foreinn  otiicer,  an  proof  of 
nationality;  they  then  become  inviolate,  and  cannot  be 
Itearched  or  deiained.'* 

This,  it  will  be  remembered  by  the  Senate,  is 
precisely  in  accordance  with  the  view  I  presented 
to  the  Senate  on  a  former  occasion  when  the  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  direct  Iheir  altention  to  the 
issuing  of  those  papers  commonly  called  sialetltrs, 
and  the  restrictions  which  should  be  made  when 
pranling  them,  so  as  tp  prevent  the  abuse  of  the 
flag  caused  by  them  while  the  sale  of  American- 
built  vessels  in  foreign  ports  should  not  be  pre- 
vented. It  IS  this  sea-letter  whi«i  enables  every 
pirate  engaged  in  this  trade  in  an  American  bot- 
tom to  escape  all  the  cruisers  of  Great  Britain  and 
FVance,  As  soon  as  the  slaver  produces  this  sea- 
letter,  the  nationality  of  the  vessel  is  established 
as  American,  and  then  if  there  he  a  thousand 
slaves  in  her  hold,  she  passes  nnobstructeU  by  the 
cruisers  of  all  other  nations  on  her  piratical  voy- 
age. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  just  here,  precisely  at  this  point, 
that  the  committee  propose  lo  make  a  blow  at  the 
■lave  trade.  To  a  clear  understanding  of  the  old 
law,  the  mischief  and  the  remedy,  let  us  ascertain 
first  what  this  sea-letter  is. 


By  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  Decem- 
ber 31,  1792,  "  concerning  the  registering  and 
recording  of  ships  or  vessels,"  it  is  enacted  that 
when  a  registered  ship  or  vessel  "shall  in  whole 
or  in  part  be  sold  or  transferred  to  a  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,"  &c.,  &c.,  "  in  every 
such  case  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  regis- 
tered anew,  by  herfurmer  name,4'&<^'i&'<'"i"B'>'J 
her  former  cerlificoie  of  registry  ahafi  be  delivered 
up  to  the  collector  to  whom  application  for  such 
new  registry  shall  be  made,  at  the  time  that  the 
same  shall  be  made,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  cause  the 
same  la  be  canceled."  Then,  to  procure  a  new 
registry,  it  is  necessary,  under  the  same  section, 
that  the  paper,  which  is  now  known  as  the  sea- 
letter,  shall  be  executed  at  the  lime  of  the  sale.  The 
provision  is,  "And  in  every  such  case  of  sale  or 
transfer,  thtrt  shall  be  iomt  insli-ument  in  writing, 
in  the  nature  nf  a  bill  of  sale,  trhich  shall  recite,  at 
length,  the  said  certificate,  [of  re^hlry,]  othertcise  Ihe 
saiti  ship  or  vessel  sliall  be  incapable  of  being  so  regis- 
tered antio."  Every  registry  (without  which  no 
vessel  can  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges  or 
benefits  of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States)  contains 
a  certificate  under  oath  of  the  facts  which  estab- 
lish the  nationality  of  thevessel, such  as  the  name, 
occupation,  and  place  of  abode  of  (he  owner,  the 
port  to  which  she  belongs,  the  name  and  citizen- 
s/tip of  the  master,  and  among  other  things  that 
she  is  of  American  build.  This  sea-letter,  or  bill 
of  sale,  therefore,  as  it  recites  the  certificate  of 
registry  at  length,  must  always  show  the  nation- 
ality of  the  vessel. 

Hence,  it  appears  thatthese  instruments  of  writ- 
ing substantially  differ  only  from  the  sea-letters  or 
passports  required  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of 
June  1,  1796,  and  Maich  2,  1803,  in  this  partic- 
ular, that  the  latter  are  required  to  be  issued  by 

-the  collectors  to  whom  they  are  transmitted  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  after  being  signed  by 
the  President  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary 

I  of  Slate,  while  the  former  is  executed  by  the  party 
transferring  the  vessel  abroad,  and  by  usage,  in 
presence  of  an  American  consul.  Both  agree  in 
certifying  Ihe  nationality  of  the  vessel.  I  can  And 
nothing  in  the  acts  of  Congress  which  requires  the 
consul  to  authenticate  such  an  instrument,  or  to 
issue  it.    His  duties  are  prescribed  by  instructions 

I  from  the  State  Department.     But  by  another  act  of 

j  Congress  of  the  2d  March,  1803,  (not  the  act  of  the 
same  date  just  referred  to,)  it  is  provided  in  the 
third  section: 

I  "  That  when  any  ship  or  vegwl ,  which  ha:*  been  or  aliall 
,  be  regjHiered  pursuant  to  any  law  of  the  United  Slaleii, 
fhall,  whIUt  BUeh  iihip  or  vepfiat  is  without  Ihe  United 
£4late,i,  111!  sold  or  traiMlerred,  in  whole  or  in  pan,  lo  a  cit- 
ijien  or  citizen.^  of  the  ftald  ^loief,  such  tihip  i>r  vesael,  on 
her  llrxt  arrival  in  the  United  i^laie.**  ttierealter,  hlialt  be  en- 
titled lo  all  the  privilegen  and  benefits  of  n  bhip  or  vessel  of 
Ihe  United  St.ites." 

The  time  allowed  for  obtaining  thenew>registry 
!  is  '•  within  three  days  from  the  time  at  which  her 
master,  &c.,  is  required  to  make  his  final  report 
upon  her  first  arrival,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  2d 
March,  1799."  This  act  does  not  repeal  the  pro- 
vision in  Ihe  former  art  of  17^)2,  requiring  the 
instrument  in  nature  of  a  bill  of  sale  on  the  trans- 
fer of  an  American  vessel  in  a  foreign  port,  and  it 
carefully  abstains  from  fixing  any  period  for  the 
return  of  a  vessel  so  transferred  abroad,  to  the  Uni- 
I  ted  States  for  a  new  registry. 

The  consequence  has  been  that  vessels  sold  for 
slavers  abroad  have  always  been  provided  with 
these  instruments  in  writing  called  sea-letters, 
though  they  are,  in  reality,  nothing  more  than 
bills  of  sale  reciting  theold  registry,  which  proved 
them  to  be  American  vessels.  With  this  Ihey 
have  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  by  it  they 
have  been  protected  against  all  foreign  cruisers. 

This  abuse  of  our  flag,  by  thpse  means,  has 
been  much  complained  of  by  our  consuls  abroad 
in  their  correspondence  with  the  Deparlment  of 
Stale.  In  November,  1846,  Mr.  Parks,  then  con- 
sul at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  requested  the  President's 
instructions  on  the  construction  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, and  particularly  whether  a  vessel  so  sold  in 
a  foreign  port  ought  nol,  by  law,  lo  return  home 
for  a  new  registry  before  she  could  make  a  voy- 
age to  the  coost  of  Africa  with  this  instrument, 
sometimes  railed,  as  I  have  before  sloted,  a  sea- 
letter.  The  Secretary  of  State  having  consulted 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  Pres- 
ident, replied  to  him  in  a  dispatch  dated  May  26, 
lS47j  of  which  I  hold  a  copy  in  my  hand,  thai 


they  were  "  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  vessel,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  is  not  obliged  to  retarn 
to  the  United  Stales  for  a  new  register." 

Speaking  of  the  act  of  1792,  the  Secretary  tfaea 
said: 

*'Thl«  act  was  passed  in   Ihe  infancy  of  the  FMienl 
Governineiit,  and  does  not  seem  to  hivf  (OnTf-iiii'lri:—!  tl.c 
sale  of  Amtrtran  vewieU  b,,-yonil  : 
Slates.     When  hucIi  Mileit  wen 
it  would  theretore  have  ti^f-ii   n  ■ 
its  pnivi.-ions  to  n-';  , 
Hiales  for  a  new  r-- 
Helween  Ihe  years  i 
a  ("rent  expaoKton  ot'  I'lii  l^r'  i^it  Irrt.fi 

the  wiiri*  iM'tweeii  the  Powers,  of  Knro[.i  r. 

French  Revolution,  we  hod  liecoine,  n,  .; 
Cre.e.  the  carriers  lor  Ihe  whole  world-     Coi 
these  cirenmstances,  deemed  it  neces-ary  In 
[ireswly  for  Ihe  sale  oi'  Ane-riesD  vessels  lo  A 
zens  in  all  foreign  countries." 

This,  the  Secretary  said,  they  ITad  done  bylht 
third  section  of  the  act  of  1803,  which  I  bavereail, 
and  he  then  added: 

"Concress  had  the  whr.V     ,  '--'----•'-    -^  _..,_.__ 
of  the  p-issapenfthisarl.     I 
sh<iuld  rrtiirn  liooie  iiunii  ■■ 
UlldoulUedly  have  expressed    uji-    mn  ■: 

this  being  the  case,  their  loiigiiage  u  iiM. 

time.      1 1  does  not  require  Ihe  vessel  lo  r 

alter  the  sale;   hut  at  wlialever  nnie  sus  m.iy   ri-itim,  i, 

recognizes  her  right  lo  ail  itae  privileges  and  beDeHuoTu 

Aoierican  vessel." 

He  then  proceeded  to  say  that  a  different  con- 
struction of  ihia  act  would  prove  extremely  inju- 
rious 10  American  citizens,  in  prosecuting  our 
carrying  trade  between  foreign  nations,  an  object 
always  much  cherished  by  the  policy  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  would  be  detrimental  to  our  ship- 
building interest.  An  American  citizen  could  nst 
then  purchase  an  American  vessel  in  China,  oral 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  prosecute  a  lawful  voy- 
age from  Ihence  to  any  foreign  en — '     ■■ 

American  ship  builder  could  nol 

abroad  with  any  hope  of  selling  ' 

cAn   citizens    beyond    the    limits   of    ibe    Liniled 

States.     Besides,  such  a  construction  of  the  act 

would  be  contrary  to  the  settled  practice  at  the 

Treasury  Department.     And  he  finally  concluded 

that  "  the  bill  of  sale,  properly  oji'^ -'■'-'■"■''    •>«■! 

reciting  at  length  the  certificate 

comes  the  substitnte  on  board  the  re.^"  .  ■  f;:- 

icate,  until  her  first  arrival  in  Iht    L'niud  Stales 

thereafter." 

In  ihedecision  Ihuamadeby  the  r  •      '     ■ 
the  advice  uiul  concurrence  of  i) 

Stole  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Tn ,  .  .  .: ... 

succeeding  Administrations  of  this  Government 
have  fully  acquiesced,  and  it  may  now  be  consid- 
ered as  the  settled  law  of  the  United  Slates.  View- 
ing it  as  such,  and  desiring  to  prevent  the  evils  ofl 
the  slave  trade.  President  Taylor  in  his  annual'' 
message  of  ihe  4lh  December,  1(551),  thus  pressed 
the  subject  on  the  consideration  of  Congress: 

"  Vour  attention  is  earneHlly  invited  lo  an  aineiMlaieM^ 
of  our  existing  laws  relating  lo  ilie  Afrirait  slave  ira^lr,' 
Willi  a  view  to  tjte  ,f':  ■■:■■■ 
nalBe.  ft  is  ni4  t"  i 
carried  on  by  ntenti' 
and  owned  oc  naviuMim  i^ 
respondenee  belwi-en  tli. 
inlntster  and  consul  of  lln- 

which  has  from  liiip' 

resents  that  it  is  a  n 
of  our  laws  by  meni' 

"  Vessels  sold  in  I'l-./.n, 
by  the  consul,  instead  ni  r< 
a  new  register,  proceed  ai 

the  purposeofobiaiin: 

iiiforitiatioii  of  Ihe  ?•  > 
nulled  lo  the  Depjiii. 
ered  the  policy  of  ou'  i-.-. 
who,  in  a  lorrign  emintry 
Ignited  Btales,  lo  Ihe  inen, 

for  a  now  reci-'--  '-  '■ - 

leralion  of  lli' 
the  free  Iran-; 

or  the  (n-e  o.tv ._,, i 

pans  of  the  world,  when  < 
should  be  well  and  raulioii- 
your  wisdom  Will  li' '.  ■  ■■ 
policy,  ill  tlii:«  respt  ' 
lime,  the  abuse  of  i 
manner  indicated,  iim.  ...,  ,■ 

Had  the  suggestion  thus  made  been  followed  by 
an  Oct  of  Congress,  in  the  spirit  of  the  inps-.-!?(<»s. 
the  exportation  of  more  than  one  hum! 
sand  slaves  would  probably  have  been 
But  Congress,  engrossed  by  the  p" 
of  J8.')0,  made  no  attempt  to  ad 
mendaiion.     It  is  the  nlijeci  ^''  •' 
my  hand    to  adopt  it  now. 
the  transfer  of  American  vf.-^^ 
for  the  purposes  of  lawful  commerce,  but  will  pre- 


n 


■e  to  evade  Ihe  penaltid 
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vein  the  abuse  of  our  Ra^  by  ineanR  of  these  sea- 
leuers  in  future. 

In  ihix  connection,  suffer  me  to  say,  thnt  the  I 
committee  do  not  believe  that  the  African  slave 
trnde  will  ever  be  arrested  by  the  operation  of  the  ! 
fi^hih  aricle  of  the  treaty  of  .the  9ih  of  August, 
)n42, called  the  Websterand  Ashburton  treaty,  by 
uhich  about  one  eighth  of 'our  whole  naval  force 
afloat  has  been  employed  on  the  African  coast,  at 
an  annual  cost  of  about  $800,000,  having  captured 
only  twelve  slavers  in  twelve  years.  A  portion  of 
that  squadron  might  always  be  advantageously 
kept  on  that  coast  to  protect  our  comirierce,  and 
put  down  piracy.  But  the  greater  part  of  all  our 
disposable  force  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  should  be  employed  in  the  Spanish  West  In- 
dies, and  it  should  not  consist  merely  of  one  or 
two  heavy  frigates,  or  sloops  of  war,  but  chiefly 
of  small  steam  propellers,  of  light  draft,  inounling 
n  heavy  gun  on  a  pivot,  and  with  men  enough  to 
enable  them  to  carry  any  pirate  by  boarding.  We 
should  faithfully  fulfill  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  by  always  using  our  best  endeavors  to 
promote  the  desirable  object  of  the  entire  abolition 
of  this  barbarous  traftic;  and,  as  a  suitable  meas- 
ure to  effect  that  great  object,  the  committee  now 
report  this  "  bill  for  the  more  effectual  suppression 
of  the  African  slave  trade  in  American-built  ves- 
sels." 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

SLAVERr  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 
Mr.  C  H  ASE  gave  notice  of  hia  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  Slates. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Rockwell,  on  the  22d  in s tan L  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  peti- 
tion then  presented  by  him  from  twenty-nine  hun- 
dred citizens  of  Massachusetts,  praying  for  the 
ref>eal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the  Senate 
at  considerable  length,  in  a  speech  in  which  he  re- 
viewed an  address  recently  issued  by  several  Sen- 
atorsand  membersofthe  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  passagex)f  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  bill. 

[The  speech  of  Mr.  Jones  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix] 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  Mr.  President,  it  ia  to 
only  a  few- of  the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  that  I  have  at  this  time  any  reoly  to  make. 
Those  remarks  relate  to  a  petition  wnich  I  have 
introduced  into  the  Senate.asaSenator  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they  have  been  of  such  a  character 
that  1  deem  it  necessary  to  make  some  brief  reply. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  this  duty  has  fallen,  on  me 
at  this  time.  I  regret  that  it  has  fallen  on  meat 
a  time]  when  my  distinguished  predecessor  [Mr. 
Everett]  has  been  so  recently  compelled,  by  the 
pressure  of,  I  trust,  temporary  ill  health  to  relin- 
quish his  seat  on  this  floor.  I  regret  that  it  has 
not  fallen  on  some  other  and  worthier  successor 
to  him,  whom  our  Commonwealth  mighthave  des- 
ignated. 

It  is  now  scarcely  three  weeks  since,  while  in 
the  pursuance  of  my  humble  avocations  I  received 
the  behest  of  my  State  to  take  my  sent  upon  this 
floor.  I  had  resigned  every  office  which  had  ever 
been  conferred  on  me,  and  I  had  chosen  to  remain 
in  the  walks  of  private  life;  but  it  was  the  com- 
mand of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  that  I  should 
come  here,  and  no  citizen  ia,  in  my  judgment,  at 
liberty  to  disobey  her  commands. 

The  first  public  act  which  1  hod  to  perform  on 
entering  the  Senate,  wan  to  present  the  petition 
which  has  been  made  the  subject  of  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee.  It  is 
a  petition  signed  by  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
men  of  Massachusetts.  They  are  principally 
from  the  city  of  Boston,  and  its  vicinity.  It  is  a 
fair  representation  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
active  business  men  of  the  city  of -.Boston.  In- 
cluded in  the  signatures  to  the  petition  are  many 
others.  The  signers  of  this  petition  are  lovers  of 
this  Union.  They  are  lovers  of  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  this  Union.  They  send  their  petition  for 
the  repeal  of  a  law  which  nas  been  but  four  years 
on  your  statute-book.  They  ask  for  the  repeal 
of  n  law,  which  was  in  addition  to  a  law  that  had 
been  more  than  fifly  years  upon  your  statute-book, 


and  tinder  which  law,  without  this  additional  apt, 
this  great  country  had  achieved  its  greatness.  In 
the  year  1854,  they  come  to  this  Congress,  and 
say  that  a  law  passed  in  the  year  1850  ought  to 
be  repealed.  Is  there  treason  in  this.'  Is  it  not  a 
law  of  Congress.'  Is  it  treasonable  in  the  people 
of  this  country  to  ask  for  the  modification  or  even 
for  the  repeal  of  any  act  of  Congress? 

But  it  ia  said  that  the  source  from  which  this 
application  comes  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  cen- 
surable remark;  and  this  is  8(^id,  too,  in  a  speech 
which  deprecates  agitation,  and  which  is  so  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  allay  agitation!  It  is  said 
that  the  time  and  the  circumstances  are  to  be  re- 
garded in  this  matter.  What  is  the  time,  and  what 
are  the  circumstances  surrounding  it?  The  time 
chosen  is  after  an  agitation  in  this  Cujigress  which 
is  unprecedented,  I  believe,  in  the  history  of  the 
Government.  I  can  confidently  say  that  the  feel- 
ing created  by  it  in  the  free  Stales  of  this  Union 
is  utterly  unprecedented,  and  will  befelt  to  be  so 
for  long  years  to  come.  It  was  immediately  upon 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  which  was  resisted  here  in 
every  constitutional  form,  and  in  forms  which  have 
been  branded  as  unjustifi^blcand  unconstitutional, 
that  this  petition  arose.  It  is  a  declaration  of 
twenty-nine  hundred  men  that  they  think,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the  recent 
passage  of  the  measure  to  which  I  have  referred, 
that  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1850  should  be  re- 
pealed. 

ft  is  true  that,  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  which  occasioned  such  great  excitement, 
which  filled  all  the  arteries  and  veins  of  this  coun- 
try with  excitement,  as  all  know,  a  fugitive  slave 
was  arrested  in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  did  so 
happen  that  there  was  a  popular  feeling  on  the 
subject.  It  did  so  happen  that,  on  a  certain  even- 
ing, there  was  an  outbreak,  an  affray,  a  riot,  if 
you  please,  and  a  homicide.  It  did  so  happen, 
also,  that  the  constituted  authorities  of  Massa- 
chusetts,and  of  Boston,  took  this  matter  into  their 
hands,  and  the  law  which  had  produced  so  much 
agitation  and  so  much  feeling,  was  executed. 
The  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  Slates 
in  Boston,  telegraphed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  that  they  wanted  no  further  aid 
from  him;  that  the  authorities  of  Boston  and 
Massachusetts  were  amply  suflicient  for  all  pur- 
poses; and  that  quiet  and  order  existed. 

Sir,  it  was  at  or  about  that  time  that  this  peti- 
tion originated.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  hearts 
of  the  three  thousand  men  who  sent  you  this  peti- 
tion had  been  filled  with  riot  and  with  murder, 
they  would  have  sent  it  to  you?  Do  you  think 
they  would  have  drawn  it  out  and  laici  it  up  in 
their  Merchant's  Exchange  for  everybody  who 
chose  to  sign  it,  and  everybody  who  did  not  so 
choose  to  pass  it  by.>  Do  you  think  they  would 
thus  express  their  feelings  to  Congress  if  their 
hearts  had  been  full  of  riot  and  murder .'  There 
is  no  ground  for  this  charge  against  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  Affrays  and  homicides 
occur  in  other  portions  of  this  country.  They 
occur  upon  occasions  of  great  popular  excitement, 
and  they  cannot  always  be  avoided.  This  peti- 
tion is,  however,  itself  a  proof,  and  should  lie  a 
conclusive  proof  as  to  all  who  present  it  here,  that 
they  have  no  connection  whatever  with  any  pro- 
ceedings of  violence. 

But,  sir,  I  have  said,  and  I  say  again,  in  con 
nection  with  that  portion  of  the  Senator's'  re- 
marks in  reference  to  this  subject,  that  there  is  a 
feeling  throughout  the  free  States  of  this  nation 
the  like  of  which  has  never  existed  before.  There 
have  been  debates  in  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
rharacter  of  some  of  those  who  have  presented 
petitions  and  memorials  here.  Whole  classes  of 
men  have  been  denounced  for  that.  I  tell  you, 
gentlemen,  that,  whatever  you  may  say  in  rela- 
tion to  the  propriety,  the  duty,  or  the  personal 
character  or  the  profession  of  the  clergy,  the  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel,  they  have  a  right  to  present 
their  petitions,  and  you  should  regard  their  peti- 
tions not  merely  as  the  expression  of  their  own 
sentiments,  sentiments  as  pure  and  disinterested 
as  those  of  any  class,  but  the  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  population  in  which  they  are 
situated — the  index  and  the  exponent  of  a  general 
feeling.  It  is  so;'  it  will  be  found  to  be  so.  Is 
there  cause  for  it?  I  think  there  is,  and  that 
cause  I  will  explain. 

-  Four  years  ago  my  most  distinguished  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Webster,  stood  upon  this  floor,  and 


advocated  the  compromi.'<e  measures  of  that  pe- 
riod. Among  the  rest  he  acquiesced  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Hesaid,at  that 
time,  and  the  words  which  fell  from  his  lips  were 
regarded  by  himself  and  by  all  others  as  words, 
to  be  entirely  relied  upon,  as  fixed  facts  that  could 
never  be  changed,  that  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
matter  of  freedom  and  slavery,  was  fixed  by  irre- 
pealable  law.  Underlying  the  acquiescence  which 
followed  upon  those  comproroise  measures  of 
1850,  was  that  belief  on  ine  part  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  free  States,  that  the  condition  of 
the  Territories  was  fixed  by  an  irrepealable  law. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  that,  there  would  have  been 
no  such  acquiescence;  and  proof  of  it  is  found  in 
i  the  very  petition  I  have  presented  here.  Ap- 
j  pended  to  it  are  the  names  of  a  great  many  per- 
[  sons  who  were  actively  engaged  in  reconcihng  the 
I  public  opinion  to  a  support  of  and  acquiescence 
in  that  system  of  measures. 
!  When  this  Congress  met,  all  was  quiet.  When 
the  measure  proposing  the  repeal  of  ifce  Missouri 
compromise  was  introduced,  it  was  impossible  for 
men  to  believe  that  it  was  to  be  corried  out;  but 
it  proceeded,  and  day  after  day  the  conviction  was 
I  forced  upon  our  people  that  it  was  to  be  carried 
out.  Then  this  excitement  was  occasioned.  Sir, 
'  I  will  say  now,  that  it  has  proceeded  further  than 
a  mere  requisition  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law.  It  does  proceed,  as  is  staled  in  the  ad- 
dress on  which  the  Senator  has  commented,  to  a 
requisition  to  repeal  the  provision  of  the  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  bill  which  repeals  the  Missouri 
compromise.  It  goes  upon  the  ground;  and  it  will 
proceed  upon  the  ground,  that  there  arena  sacred 
compromises  outside  of  the  Constitution  of  ihe 
United  Stales — that  there  are  no  laws  which  can- 
not be  repealed — that  there  is  nothing  in  the  na- 
ture of  laM  or  compromise  which  Congress  cannot 
and  may  not  be  asked  to  repeal. 

This  petition  asks  simply  and  directly  for  the 
repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  It  does  not  ask 
for  a  modification  of  that  law.  It  expresses  the 
opinions  of  the  petitioners,  that  something  should 
be  done;  and  they  have  not  stopped  to  weigh  their 
w^)rds,  but  they. say  distinctlyand  directly  that 
they  want  that  law  repealed.  They  undoubtedly 
wish  its  repeal  for  two  prominent  reasons — be- 
cause it  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury,  and  because  it  does  not  recognize  the  writ 
of  habtns  ccrrpxa.  They  ask  for  a  repeal  of  the 
law,  becaupe  it  contains  a  denial  of  those  provis- 
ions. This  is  an  expression  of  their  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  law. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  shown  that  there  is  no 
difficulty  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  government  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, but  there  is  a  difficulty  between  the 
Gnvernment  of  the  United  States  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  its  people.  A  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  dissatisfied  with  the  meas- 
ures of  Government.  What  course  do  they  take? 
I  am  not  undertaking  to  say  here,  and  I  do  not 
say  that  there  may  not  hereafter  be  a  party  even 
irv  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  which 
will  sustain  these  measures.  1  know  there  are 
members  of  a  party  there  who  now  sustain  them. 
I  do  not  know  but  thnt  there  may  be  more  of  the 
members  of  that  party  who  will  hereafter  sustain 
them.  But  I  say  that  any  party  which  sustains 
them  there  or  in  any  of  the  free  Slates  will,  in  my 
judgment,  "grow  small  by  degress,  and  beauti- 
fully less."  I  say  there  is  such  a  pervading  pub- 
lic sentiment  that  this  must  be  the  result. 

Now,  sir,  when  there  is  a  difliculty  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  a  portion  of 
its  people,  what  is  the  duty  of  that  portion  of  the 
people  ?  Is  it  not  to  address  the  Government,  to 
state  the  cause  of  the  grievance,  and  to  ask  forspe- 
cificredress?  Is  not  this  done?  It  has  been  truly 
said  by  the  honorable  Senator  that  this  is  not  the 
only  petition  that  has  been  presented  or  that  will 
be  presented.  It  is  true,  that  the  same  feeling  per- 
vades great  masses  of  the  citizens  of  this  country, 
and  the  same  feeling  will  exhibit  itself  hereafter. 
Now,  what  I  ask,  is,  iluit  this  petition  shall  be 
referred  to  the  appropriate  commiltee,  and  receive 
its  re»pe<;lful  and  attentive  consideration.  I  say 
Ihe  Gnvernment  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to 
i  do  that,  and  no  les3,»with  such  a  petition. 

Sir,  in  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the  effect 
which  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  may . 
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have  even  upon  Ihe  continuance  rf  this  Union, 
1  have  this  to  say,  for  I  will  speak  here  as  freely 
as  I  would  speak  under  the  arches  of  Faneuil 
Hall, — I  say  that  the  time  has  gone  by  when 
anything  like  a  threat  of  the  dissolution  of  this 
Union  consequent  upon  the  action  of  the  people 
of  the  free  Siatea  will  have  any  influence  upon 
them — not  because  of  a  want  of  devotion  to  the 
Union  on  their  part — not  because  they  have  not 
signified  in  the  past,  and  will  not  signify  in  the  fu- 
ture, the  depth  of  that  devotion  by  their  lives,  but 
because  that  threat  is  not  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  the  free  exercise  of  their  judg- 
ments. 

Threats  of  disunion  are  no  longer  to  be  regarded 
as  arguments  for  or  against  any  measure  of  this 
Lrovernment.  We  look  upon  the  dissolution  of 
this  Union  as  an  impossible  thing.  We  are  willing, 
as  we  always  have  been,  wherever  it  is  extended, 
to  go  with  It.  We  are  willing  to  do  that;  and  I 
ask  here  to-day,  why  is  it  that  the  measures  are 
not  in  progress  to  unite  the  Pacific  with  the 
Atlantic'  why  is  it  that  this  old  commercinl 
Atlantic  ocean  is  not  to-day  in  progress  of  being 
connected  with  the  Pacific'  Why  do  you  not  in- 
vigorate the  great  ideas  that  you  sometimes  utter, 
of  "an  ocean-bound  Republic,"  of  the  whole  of 
North  America?  Why  do  you  not  invigorate 
them  with  the  great  achievements  of  silence? 
Why  is  it  that  we  may  not  know  here  to-day 
what  has  taken  place  in  California  this  morning? 
Are  not  the  power  and  resources  of  the  Govern- 
raenlsufiicient  ?  Where  are  those  measures?  Why 
are  they  not  followed  up?  Why  are  they  not 
brought  before  the  Senate,  and  passed  by  Con- 
gress? Let  us  be  bound  together  in  links  of  iron, 
and  no  question  or  debates  upon  any  subject,  can 
ever  sever  them.  This  has  always  been  the  sen- 
timent of  Massachusetts;  and  when  L  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  the  other  House  of  Congress 
it  was  always  the  principle  that  animated  my 
heart.  The  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific!  Let  them 
be  together.  This  day  the  Pacific,  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes  of  transportation,  is  not  aa  large  as 
the  Atlantic  was  twenty  years  ago.  Its  borders 
are  nearer  together  than  the  borders  of  the  At- 
lantic were  twenty  years  ago.  Yours  is  the  path 
that  Omnipotence  has  pointed  out  for  the  transit 
of  the  commercial  products  of  the  earth.  Why 
is  it  not  carried  out?  Was  there  ever  a  richer 
Government  ?  Do  you  say  that  there  are  diflficul- 
ties  as  to  the  routes,  and  as  to  the  modes  of  con- 
struction ?  Commence  the  work,  and  all  ihedifS- 
cultiea,  as  to  the  routes  and  modes  of  construction, 
will  vanish  away.  Give  us  the  West,  give  us  the 
South,  give  us  tree  opinions,  and  we  shall  be  with 
you  forever,  and  neither  you,  nor  I,  nor  all  men 
together  can  prevent  it. 

Mr.  President,  1  desire  to  speak  in  words  of 
truth,  of  sincerity, and  in  the  calmest  and  plainest 
possible  manner.  There  is  an  excitement  in  the 
free  States  of  this  Union  such  as  has  never  before 
been  seen;  it  is  more  powerful  by  far  than  any- 
thing that  has  preceded  it.  It  is  increasing  every 
day.  It  must  be  respected,  it  must  be  heard,  it 
mustT)e  considered, and  I  trust  it  will  be.  I  trust 
that  this  petition  will  receive  the  calm  consider- 
ation and  attention  of  the  committee  to  whom  I 
have  proposed  to  entrust  it.  Let  it  be  argued,  let 
it  have  a  fair  and  full  consideration.  Whatever 
of  argument  connected  with  it  is  brought  forward 
by  the  eminent  standing  committee  to  whom  it  is 
referred,  let  it  come  before  us.  Let  the  public 
opinion  be  heard  and  respected. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  stated,  at  the  commencement  of  hie 
8peech,^at  he  did  not  arraign  the  motives  of  any 
Senator.  He  has  treated  me,  personally,  with  the 
courtesy  which  belongs  to  his  character.  It  Is  not 
my  province  to  reply  to  that  portion  of  his  speech 
which  relates  to  theaddress.  1  am  quite  too  young 
in  the  Senate,  to  presume  to  do  that,  under  any 
circumstances,  in  the  presence  of  older  Senators; 
but  it  happens  that  I  have  had  no  connection  with 
the  preparation  of  that  address,  and  therefore  I 
am  not  qualified  to  speak  upon  it.  If  I  were  the 
proper  person,  however,  I  would  willingly  under- 
take its  defense. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  expressed  by  the  hon- 
orable and  experienced  Senator  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Dawson,]  a  few  days  since,  that  the  true 
course  of  debate  here  is  for  each  Senator  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  and  arguments,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  in  as  brief  and  direct  a  man- 


ner as  possible.    1  will,  therefore,  no  longerdetoin 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  shall  detain  the 
Senate  but  a  few  minutes  in  reply  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Massachusetts.  There  are  only 
one  or  two  points  in  his  address  upon  which  I  feel 
called  on  to  speak.  He  seems  to  think  that  I 
arraigned  the  signers  of  that  memorial  with  more 
liarshness  than  they  deserve;  and  heannounces  to 
the  Senate  and  the  world  that  they  constitute  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  Boston  and  Massachusetts. 
Well,  sir,  1  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  all 
the  persons;  but  1  respectfully  submit  to  that 
honorable  Senator  to  tell  the  Senate  and  the  world, 
while  he  is  finding  fault  with  me  for  alfeeing  that 
the  memorial  comes  here  surcharged  with  treason 
and  with  blood,  how  many  of  those  who  aided 
in  resisting  the  laws  of  the  country  in  Boston  are 
signers  of  the  memorial?  Will  the  honorable 
Senator  pretend  to  say  to  the  country  that  many, 
very  many  of  ihe  signers,  were  not  of  that  clat>s 
of  men  who  dared,  with  treason  in  their  hearts, 
and  with  knives  in  their  hands,  to  resist  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  I  will  state  that  I  did  not 
positively  affirm  that  nut  a  single  person  who 
signed  the  address  was  engaged  in  the  transac- 
tion to  which  he  refers.  That  is  not  what  I  un- 
dertook to  say.  All  that  1  said  was,  that  I  had 
no  reason  to  believe  that  they  were. 

Mr.  JOiSES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  says 
that  he  does  not  know.  Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  such  men  as  Wendell 
Phillips  and  Theodore  Parker,  and  others  of  that 
class,  who  had  not  the  courage  personally  to  stand 
in  the  fight,  but  urge  on  a  band  of  infatuated  and 
ignorant  men  to  do  that  which  they  have  not  the 
j  courage  to  dn,are  not  responsible  before  God  and 

the  country  for  this? 
I      But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.     The  Senator  says  that 
I   they  have  a  right  to  petition.     I  am  sure  that  that 

I  honorable  Senator  did  not  point  that  remark  at  me. 
|!  He  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that  1  conceded 

I I  the  very  largest  possible  latitude  to  petition;  that 
H  I  extended  it  to  his  Satanic  Majesty  himself.  I  am 
'I  willing  thai  they  shall  petition  here  upon  all  sub- 

j  jects;  but  when  their  petition  does  comerl  am  not 
required  to  swallow  it  without  inquiring  into  its 

I  merits  or  Its  purposes.  The  honorable  Senator 
says  that  we  need  not  deceive  ourselves;  that 
there  is  a  feeling  in  the  North  that  is  going  on  con- 
quering and  to  conquer;  and  that  the  excitement 
and  the  agitation  will  go  on  until  these  great  things 
be  accomplished.  ,  Will  that  honorable  Senator, 

j  for  whom  1  have  respect,  although  I  have  iv>t  the 

'  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  upon 
his  responsibility  as  a  man  and  a  Senator,  tell  us 
whether  he  believes  this  Union  could  last  a  single 
day  under  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law? 
Will  the  honorable  Senator  answer  that? 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  I  have  to  answer  that  I 
do  not  afiprehend  that  any  act  of  that  kind  would 
dissolve  (his  Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  lam  very  sorry  that 
I  cannot  concur  with  the  honorable  Senator  in  that. 
I  can  tell  him  that  we  differ  Mo  ccelo.  If  he  sup- 
poses— and  1  infer  from  his  remarks  that  he  does — 
that  the  South  will  stand  taroely,  submitting  like 
cravens  to  an  invasion  upon  its  rights,  he  mis- 
takes its  character.  If  he  supposes  that  the  South 
will  stand  and  see  their  property,  which  the  guar- 
amies  and  protection  of  the  Constitution  secure 
to  them,cj>rried  away,  he  knows  very  little  of  the 
southern  character.  When  that  Senator  says  that 
he  has  seen  and  heard  enough  of  these  threats  and 
taunts  about  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  so  that 
they  have  no  force  left;  that  they  do  not  alarm 
him;  that  it  does  not  disturb  the  equanimity  of 
his  heart  to  be  threatened  with  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  I   must  say  that  I  used  no  threat.     I 

'  utterly  disavowed  anything  like  a  threat.  lam 
not  of  that  class  of  men  who  make  threats.  And 
as  for  the  threats  to  which  he  alludes,  he  cannot 
find  them  In  anything  that  1  said.  But  I  can  tell 
him  that  he  need  not  lay  the  flattering  unction  to 
his  soul,  or  communicate  the  Intelligence  to  his 
constituents,  that  we  of  the  South  are  ready  to 
bear  everything  that  the  North  may  suggest.  He 
need  not  tell  his  constituents  that  we  will  tamely 
submit  to  any  invasion  upon  every  right  that  we 
enjoy.  He  need  not  mislead  his  constituents  by 
an  argument  addressed  to  them  to  go  forward  and 
do  all  that  they  may  to  destroy  the  last  vestige  of 

I  equality  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and 


tell  them,  "  Gentlemen,  do  not  be  alarmed.  You 
need  not  be  alarmed  about  the  dissolution  of  this 
Union;  they  are  afraid  to  do  it."  We  are,  sir, 
afraid  to  dissolve  this  Uiijon  without  cause;  but 
vvhen  it  comes  as  an  alternative  between  the 
Union  on  the  one  hand,  and  dishonor,  disgrace, 
and  infamy,  and  being>lrodden  upon  by  men  who 
are  but  our  equals,  on  the  other,  I  say  that  if  I 
had  a  torch  I  would  apply  it  myself,  and  be  con- 
sumed in  the  conflagration,  before  I  would  submit 
to  it;  and  1  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  South. 

If  we  are  to  hold  our  place  In  this  Union  at  the 
expense  of  honor,  and  virtue,  and  equality,  the 
Union  is  not  worth  having,  and  you  can  take  ail 
the  glory  you  can  find  In  it.  We  do  not  seek  to 
place  you  in  such  a  position.  We  have  never 
sought  to  do  it;  and  when  you  seek  to  place  lu 
in  such  an  attitude,  you  misinterpret  the  character 
of  the  South  if  you  suppose  It  will  submit  to  it. 
Why,  sir,  we  hold  our  servants  under  the  Consti- 
tution— whether  this  is  right  or  wrong,  you  have 
no  right  to  Inquire.  If  they  go  to  MassachuKett*, 
we  have  a  right  to  reclaim  them;  and  when  wego 
there  to  reclaim  them,  instead  of  finding  every 
roan  in  Boston,  as  he  ought  to  be,  standing  by  the 
law,  you  find  heartless,  odious  hypocrites  in  the 
pulpit,  preaching  sedition  and  treason;  and  yet 
you  tell  us  we  may  talk  as  we  please  about  the 
ministry,  thejbare  a  mighty  power — as  much  as  to 
■ay,  take  care  lest  you  fall  beneath  their  execra- 
tion. I  am  not  going  to  make  war  upon  the  min- 
istry. I  leave  that  to  the  Senator  from  llllnoia, 
[Mr.  Dot'GLAs.]  I  think  his  argument  is  ahoat 
equal  to  the  three  thousand  and  fifty  ministers; 
and  when    they  have   destroyed  him,  they  will 

frobably  find  some  other  victim  to  satisfy  them, 
do  not  expect  to  say  anything  about  them  or 
the  piety  of  their  hearts.  They  are  not  to  he 
alarmed  about  that.  I  have  great  respect  for  the 
ministry.  I  do  not  seek  to  get  into  a  quarrel  with 
them.  I  would  rather  take  the  men  they  send 
hCTe;  and  I  suppose  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts is  their  representative.  1  am  wiijing  !•>  dis- 
cuss with  him;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  get  off  on  a 
false  track.  With  women  and  preachers  1  never 
quarrel;  you  cannot  get  me  olf  on  such  a  track. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  says  very  frankly — and  I 
take  it  he  is  a  very  honest  man,  but  I  think  he 
has  partaken  of  that  fanaticism  that  will  lead  him 
astray — that  I  am  right;  that  repeal  is  the  watch- 

I  word.  They  Intend  to  agitate  until  the  fugitive 
slave  law  is  repealed,  and  until  the  Missouri  re- 
striction is  restored  to  the  siatute-book.    Then, 

I  my  honorable  friend,  let  me  say  to  you  that  yon 
have  a  lifetime  before  you,  and  yo(i  may  alt  out 

I  here  for  your  term,  and  the  terra  of  your  succea- 
or,  and  the  term  after  that,  but  I  do  not  thtnk 
you  will  live  to  see  the  doy  when  the  one  o:  i  e 
other  can  be  done.  But  if  you  do  live  to  (hni  in- 
auspicious day,  let  me  tell  you  that  you  will  have 

I  nothing  to  do.  The  work  will  already  have  been 
accomplished;  and  then,  sirs,  the    proclamalioa 

>  that  has  been  issued  by  some  of  your  allies,  that 
the  incendiary  had  better  come  and  apply  'he 
torch  to  the  Capitol  of  the  country,  will  beu."f'^53. 
That  thing  has  been  done  once  before,  Mr.  P.-mi- 

I  dent.  The  Capitol  was  once  the  scene  of  a  cu;!-- 
gration — and  by  whom?  by  whose  hands?  Dy  :;t 
enemies  of  the  country.   And  we  are  told  now  by 

'  one  of  the  leaden  of  this  war  upon  the  instituticina 

!  of  the  country,  that  It  is  better  to  see  the  Capitol 
of  his  country  in  flames,  than  to  see  the  S^^  i:h 
brought  to  stand  upon  an  equality  with  the  North. 

'  Oh!  sirs.  If  there  be  a  curse  preserved  in  all  the 
armory  of  Heaven  that  is  deeper  than  all  others, 
let  it  (fescendupon  the  infamous  wretch  who  could 
have  such  a  feeling;  and  if  I  had  the  power  of 
Omnipotence,  I  would  draw  some  thunderbolt  from 
its  armory,  and  hurl  such  a  wretch  into  annihila- 
tion. Rather  see  this  Capitol  itself  in  flames,  these 
marbled  columns  tumbling  to  ruin,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Stales  and  of  the  people  crushed 
in  their  fall,  than  to  see  an  equality  of  rights  be- 
tween the  members  of  this  Confederacy!  Ah! 
sir,  in  the  better  days  of  this  Republic,  in  the  days 
of  Washington  ant]  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution, 
the  man  who  should  have  uttered  such  asentimeot 
would  have  been  hung  as  high  as  Haman;  and  be 
deaerves  it  to-day. 

You  talk  about  the  rights  of  the  South,  and 
about  trampling  upon  them,  and  you  say  she  will 
submit.  It  may  he  that  we  shall;  but  may  the 
God  of  Heaven  forever  blast  me  and  all  mine.  If 
they  ever  submit  to  infamy,  degradation,  and  dia- 
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honor.  Lnjr  not  that  flattering  unction  to  your 
Bouls;  she  will  not  do  it.  You  say  "  give  us  iron 
bands  to  bind  us  together.  Give  u."!  the  West; 
give  us  the  South;  give  us  trade;  give  us  com- 
merce." You  have  got  nearly  all,  and,  not  satis- 
fied with  thit,  you  want  our  negroes;  you  want 
our  property;  you  wont  to  dishonor  us;  you  want 
to  difgrace  us;  you  want  a  servile  war,  [hat  our 
wives  and  daughters  may  b«  degraded  ond  dis- 
honored. Do  not  make  a  Tuss  about  this  thing. 
Talk  more  reasonably.  Talk  a  little  more  patri- 
otically. Talk  about  the  authority  and  the  rights 
of  the  country.  Give  us  what  the  Constitution 
gives  us.  We  ask  no  more.  We  will  give  you 
all  that  it  secures  you.  We  seek  not  to  encroach 
upon  you,  and  will  never,  no,  never,  submit  to 
encroachments  from  you. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  a 
controversy  between  old  friends.  1  believe  that 
for  the  last  twenty  years  Tennessee  and  Masso- 
chusettshave  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  presi- 
dential elections;  and  if  this  controversy  is  to 
result  in  a  change  of  the  policy,  I  hope  it  will  go 
on.  I  believe  thatTennessee, since  1836,  has  been 
with  Massachusetts  in  politics,  in  the  presidential 
elections  at  least,  against  the  national  men  of  the 
country.  When  General  Cass  declared  himself 
against  the  Wilmot  proviso,  did  not  Tennessee 
prefer  General  Toylor  who  declined  to  declare  him- 
self against  it.'  And  why  did  he  decline  to  do  so? 
Because  the  Whigs  wanted  Massachusetts.  Mas- 
SBchuselMand  Tennessee  were  together  during  the 
last  presidential  election,  and  I  rather  fear  they 
will  be  together  hereafter.  I,  therefore,  hope  that 
this  unpleasant  controversy  will  cease,  and  that, 
the  morning  hour  having  gone  by,  we  shall  pro- 
ceed with  the  regular  business  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  begin  by 
answering  the  interrogatory  propounded  by  the 
Senotor  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.]  He  asks, 
"Can  any  iine  suppose  that,  if  the  fugitive  slave 
oct  be  repealed,  this  Union  can  exist?  To  which 
I  reply  at  once,  that  if  the  Union  be  in  any  way 
dependent  on  an  act — I  cannot  call  it  a  law — so 
revolting  in  every  regard  as  that  to  which  he  refers, 
then  it  ought  not  to  exist.  To  much  else  that  has 
fallen  from  that  Senator  I  do  not  desire  to  reply. 
He  has  discussed  at  length  matters  already  handird 
again  and  again  in  the  protracted  debates  of  this 
session.  Like  thi  excited  hero  of  Macedonia,  he 
has  renewed  past  conflicts, 

"  And  thrice  lie  rnulpd  all  hU  Toef, 
And  llirlce  he  alew  the  slain. '* 

Of  what  the  Senator  Jias  said  on  the  relations  of 
Senators,  North  and  South,  of  a  particular  party, 
it  is  not  my  province  to  speak.  And  yet  I  cannot 
turn  from  it  without  expressing,  at  least,  a  single 
aspiration,  that  men  from  the  North,  whether 
Whigs  or  Democrats,  will  neither  be  cajoled  or 
driven  by  any  temptation,  or  lash,  from  the  sup- 
port of  those  principles  of  freedom  which  are  in- 
separable from  the  true  honor  and  welfare  of  the 
country.  At  last,  I  trust,  there  will  be  a  back- 
bone in  the  North. 

My  colleague  has  already  remarked,  that  this 
memorial  proceeds  from  persons  of  whom  many 
were  open  supporters  of  the  alleged  compromises 
of  1850,  including  even  the  odious  fugitive  slave 
bill.  I  have  looked  over  the  long  list,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  find  this  to  be  true.  And,  in  my 
opinion,  the  change  shown  by  these  men  is  typ- 
ical of  the  change  in  the  community  of  which  they 
constitute  a  prominent  part.  Once  the  positive  up- 
holders c^  the  fugitive  slave  bill,  ihey  now  demand 
its  unconditional  repeal. 

There  is  nnolher  circumstance  worthy  of  especial 
remark.  This  memorial  proceeds  mainly  from  per- 
sons connected  with  trade  and  commerce.  Now,  it 
is  a  fact  too  well  known  in  the  history  of  England, 
and  of  our  own  country,  that  these  persons,  while 
often  justly  distinguished  by  their  individual  char- 
ities and  munificence,  have  been  lukewarm  in 
their  opposition  to  slavery.  Twice  in  English 
history  the  "mercantile  interest"  frowned  upon 
the  endeavors  to  suppress  the  atrocity  of  Algerine 
slavery;  steadfastly  in  England  it  sought  to  baflle 
Wilberforce's  great  effort  for  the  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  tradej  and,  at  the  formation  of  our 
own  Constitution,  it  stipulated  a  sordid  compro- 
mise, by  which  this  same  detested.  Heaven  defy- 
ing traffic  was  savetl  for  twenty  years  from  Amer- 
ican judgment.  But  now  it  is  all  changed — at 
least  in  Boston.  The  representativea,of  the  "  mer- 
cantile interest "  place  themselves  in  the  front  of 


the  new  movement  against  slavery,  and  by  their 
explicit  memorial,  call  for  the  abatement  ^f  a 
grievance  which  they  have  recently  bitterly  felt  in 
Boston. 

Mr.  President,  this  memorial  is  interesting  to 
me,  first,  as  it  asks  a  repeal  of  I  he  fugitive 
j  slave  bill, and  secondly,  «s  it  comes  from  Massa- 
chusetts. That  repeal  I  shall  be  glad  at  any  time, 
I  now  and  hereafter,  as  in  limes  past,  to  sustain  by 
j  vote  and  argument;  and  I  trust  never  to  fail  in  any 
I  just  regard  for  the  sentiments  or  interests  of  Mas- 
I  sachusetts.  With  these  few  remarks,  I  would 
gladly  close.  But  there  has  been  an  arraignment 
here  to-day,  both  of  myself  and  of  the  Common- 
wealth which  I  represent.  To  all  that  has  been 
said  against  myself  or  the  Commonwealth — so  far 
as  it  is  an  impeachment  of  either — so  far  as  it  sub- 
jects either  lo  any  just  censure,  I  plead  openly,  for 
myself  and  for  IVlassachusetis,  "  not  guilty.  But 
pardon  me,  if  I  do  not  submit  to  be  tried  by  the 
Senate,  fresh  from  the  injustice  of  the  Nebroska 
bill.  In  the  language  of  the  common  law,  I 
throw  myself  upon  "  God  and  the  country, "and 
claim  the  same  trial  for  my  honored  Common- 
wealth. 

So  far  as  the  arraignment  touches  me  person- 
ally, I  hardly  care  to  speak.  It  is  true  that  I 
have  not  hesitated,  here  and  elsewhere, to  express 
my  open,  sincere,  and  unequivocal  condemnation 
of  the  fugitive  slave  bill.  1  have  denounced  it  as 
at  once  a  violation  of  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  In  violation 
of  the  Constitution,  it  commits  the  great  question 
of  human  freedom — than  which  none  is  more 
sacred  in  the  law— not  to  a  solemn  trial,  but  to 
summary  proceedings. 

It  commits  this  question — not  to  one  of  the  high 
tribunals  of  the  land — but  to  the  unaided  judgment 
of  a  single  petty  magistrate. 

It  commits  this  question  to  a  magistrate,  ap- 
pointed, not  by  the  President  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  but  by  the  court;  holding  his  office, 
not  during  good  behavior,  but  merely  during 
the  will  of  the  court;  and  receiving,  not  a  regular 
salary,  but  fees  according  to  each  individual  case. 
•  It  authorizes  judgment  on  ex  parte  evidence,  by 
affidavits,  without  the  sanction  of  cross-examina- 
tion. 

It  denies  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  ever  known 
as  the  palladium  of  the  citizen. 

Contrary  to  the  declared  purposes  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  it  sends  the  fugitive  back  "  at 
the  public  expense  " 

Adding  meanness  to  the  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, it  bribes  the  commissioner  by  a  double  fee 
to  pronounce  against  freedom.  If  he  dooms  a 
man  to  slavery,  the  reward  is  ten  dollars;  but, 
saving  him  to  freedom,  his  dole  is  five  dollars. 

Butthisisnotall.  On  two  other  capital  grounds 
do  I  oppose  this  net  as  unconstitutional;  first,  as 
it  is  an  assumption  by  Congress  of  powers  not 
delegated  by  the  Constitution,  and  in'derogalion 
of  the  rights  of  the  Stales;  and  secondly,  as  it  lakes 
away  that  essential  birth-right  of  the  citizen,  trial 
by  jury,  in  a  question  of  personal  liberty  and  a 
suit  at  common  law.  Thus  obnoxious,  I  have 
regarded  it  as  an  enactment  totally  devoid  of  all 
constiiutionaj  obligation,  as  it  is  clearly  devoid  of 
all  moral,  while  it  is  disgraceful  to  the  country 
and  the  age.  And*,  sir,  1  have  hoped  and  labored 
for  the  creation  of  such  a  public  opinion,  firm, 
enlightened,  and  generous,  as  should  render  the 
act  practically  inoperative,  and  should  press,  with- 
out ceasing,  upon  Congress  for  its  repeal.  Fur  all 
that  I  have  said  on  this  head,  I  have  no  regrets  or 
apologies;  but  rather  joy  and  satisfaction.  Glad 
I  am  in  having  said  it;  glad  I  om  now  in  the  op- 
portunity of  affirming  it  all  anew.'  Thus  much 
for  myself. 

In  response  for  Massachusetts,  there  are  other 
things.  Something  surely  must  be  pardoned  to 
her  history.  In  Massachusetts  stands  Boston. 
In  Boston  stands  Faneuil  Hall,  where,  through- 
out the  perils  which  preceded  the  Revolution,  our 
patriot  fathers  assembled  to  vow  themselves  to 
freedom.  Here,  in  those  days,  spoke  James  Otis, 
full  of  the  thought  that  "the  people's  safety  is  the 
law  of  God."  Here,  also,  spoke  James  Warren, 
inspired  by  the  sentiment  that  "  >leath  with  all  its 
tortures  is  preferable  to  slavery."  And  here,  also, 
thundered  John  Adams,  fervid  with  the  conviction 
that "  consenting  to  slavery  is  a  sacrilegious  breach 
of  trust."  Not  far  from  this  venei-able  hall — be- 
tween this  temple  of  freedom  and  the  very  court- 


house, to  which  the  Senator  [Mr.  Jones]  has  re- 
ferred— is  the  street  where,  in  1770,  the  first  blood 
was  split  in  conflict  between  British  troops  and 
American  citizens,  and  among  the  victims  was  one 
of  that  African  race  which  you  so  much  despise. 
Almost  within  sight  is  Bunker  Hill;  further  ofT, 
Lexington  and  Concord.  Amidst  these  scenes  a 
slave-hunter  from  Virginia  appears,  and  the  dis- 
gusting rites  begin  by  which  a  fellow-man  is  to  be 
doomed  to  bondage.  Sir,  can  you  wonder  that  the 
peopl*  were  moved  ? 

Who  can  be  wiae,  nmnzed,  tRniperale,  and  furious, 
Loyal  und  neutral,  in  a  moment?    No  man. 

It  is  true  that  the  slave  act  was  with  difficulty 
executed,  and  that  one  of  its  servants  perished  in 
the  effort.  On  these  grounds  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  charges  Boston  with  fanaticism.     I  ex- 

frees  no  opinionuftheconduct  of  individuals;  but 
dosay,  that  the  fanaticism  which  the  Senator  con- 
demns is  not  new  in  Boston.  Itis  thesame  which 
opposed  the  execution  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and 
finally  secured  its  repeal.  It  is  the  some  which 
opposed  the  I'eaTax.  It  is  the  fanaticism  which 
finally  triumphed  on  Bunker  Hill.  The  Senator 
says  that  Boston  is  filled  with  traitors.  That 
charge  is  not  new.  Boston ,  of  old ,  was  the  home 
of  Hancock  and  Adams.  Her  traitors  now  are 
those  who  are  truly  animated  by  the  spirit  of  the 
American  Revolution.  In  condemning  them,  in 
condemning  Massachusetts,  in  condemning  these 
remonstrants,  you  simply  give  a  proper  conclu- 
sion to  the  utterance  on  this  floor  Ihnt  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  is  "  a  self-evident  lie." 

Here  I  might  leave  the  imputations  on  Massachu- 
setts. But  the  cnse  is  stronger  yet.  1  have  referred 
to  the  Stamp  Act.  The  parallel  is  of  such  aptnese 
and  importance,  thai,  though  on  a  former  occa- 
sion 1  presented  it  to  the  Senate,  I  cannot  forbear 
from  pressing  it  again.  As  the  precise  character  of 
this  act  may  not  be  familiar,  allow  me  to  remind 
the  Senate,  that  it  was  an  attempt  to  draw  money 
from  the  Colonies  through  a  stamp  tax,  while  the 
determination  of  certain  questions  of  forfeiture 
under  the  statute  was  delegated,  not  to  the  courts 
of  common  law,  but  to  courts  of  admiralty  with- 
out trial  by  jury.  This  act  was  denounceil  in  the 
Colonies  at  once  on  its  passage,  ns  contrary  to  the 
British  Constitution  on  two  principal  grounds, 
identical  in  character  with  the  two  chief  grounds 
on  which  the  slave  act  is  now  declared  lo  be  un- 
constitutional; first,  as  an  assumption  by  Parlia- 
ment of  powers  not  belonging  to  it,  ^nd  an  in- 
fraction of  rights  secured  to  the  Colonies;  and, 
secondly,  as  a  denial  of  triol  by  jury  in  certain 
cases  of  property.  On  these  grounds  the  Stamp 
Act  was  held  to  be  an  outrage. 

The  Colonies  were  aroused  against  it.  Vir- 
ginia first  declared  herself  by  solemn  resolutions, 
which  the  timid  thought  "  treasonable;"  yes,  sir, 
"  treasonable;"  even  as  that  word  is  now  applied 
to  recent  manifestations  of  opinion  in  Boston.  But 
these  "  treasonable"  resolutions  soon  found  a 
response.  New  York  followed.  Massachusetts 
came  next.  In  an  address  from  the  Legislature  to 
the  Governor,  the  true  ground  of  opposition  lo  the 
Stamp  Act,  coincident  with  the  two  radical  objec- 
tions to  the  Slave  Act,  are  clearly  set  forth,  with 
the  following  pregnant  conclusion: 

*•  We  deejily  resrel  that  the  ParliamnnI  hna  unen  flt  lo 
paB8  8Ucli  an  act  a.<i  the  Stamp  Act ;  we  tlalliTourfi«tvt>.s  that 
Ilia  hardships  ol'  il  wilt  uhortly  appear  tn  them  in  Micb  a 
liglit  ns  itliall  induce  Ihein,  in  thiiir  wt!«doni,  lo  reiiuni  it ; 
in  tht  mean  time,  tre  must  hex  your  K^tcllenry  to  excust 
ut/rom  doing  anytMng  to  assUt  in  lAe  exect*tion  of  it." 

The  Stamp  Act  was  welcomed  in  the  Colonies 
by  the  Tories  of  that  day  precisely  as  the  uncon- 
stitutional Slave  Act  has  been  welcorped  by  im- 
perious numbers  among  us.  Hutchinson,  at  that 
lime  Lieutenant  Governor  and  judge  in  Massachu- 
setts, wrote  to  Ministers  in  England: 

"  The  Stamp  Act  is  received  with  ttn  much  decency  as 
could  he  expected.  It  leaves  no  room  tor  evasion,  and 
will  execute  itself.*' 

Like  the  judges  of  our  day,  in  charges  to  grand 
juries  he  resolutely  vindicated  the  act,  and  ad- 
monished "  the  jurors  and  the  people"  to  obey. 
Like  Governors  in  ourday,  Bernard,  in  his  speech 
to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  demanded 
unrensnning  submission.  "  I  shall  not, "says  this 
British  Governor,  "  enter  into  any  disquisition  of 
ilic  puiicy  of  the  act.  I  hsve  only  to  say  it  is  on 
act  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain."  Like 
marshals  of  our  day,  the  officers  of  the  customs 
are  recorded  as  having  made  "  application  for  a 
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military  force  to  futaist  them  in  the  executioa  of 
their  duly."  The  elaborate  answer  of  Massachu- 
setts— «  [•aper  which  is  one  of  the  corner-stones 
of  our  history — drawn  by  Samuel  Adams,  was 
pronounced"  the  ravines  of  a  [larcel  of  wild  enthu- 
'  siasts,"  even  as  recent  proceedings  in  Boston, 
resuliln;:  In  (he  memorial  before  you,  have  been 
characterized  on  this  floor.  Was  I  not  right  in 
adducing  this  parallel  ? 

The  country  was  aroused  against  the  execution 
of  the  act.  And  here  Rosion  took  the  lead.  In 
formal  instructions  to  her  RepreKenlniives.ttJotXed 
unanimously  in  town  meeting  at  Kaneuil  Hall, 
the  following  rule  of  conduct  was  prescribed: 

**  HV,  djerelurti,  llijiik  it  our  iiittuupcniiihlc  duly,  in  Jus- 
lire  1(1  numilvc.*  :inil  poBli-nly,  nn  il  In  .lur  uiidiHililcil  priv 
itege,  III  llll^  mo«[  (•(H'II  and  unres^-rv*!!.  Inn  (lt-oi*iiI  and 
renpt^elfiil  tcrnift.  Id  di*clareourer(';tf  <>-tiiin  with 

tlllKlnw.    »fnd  ue /Atn/c  l<  ineum&r'  uo  meatit 

tojoiniitantfjmhlicmett3uies/ort:',i,  .udussut 

in^  in  the  rrccut-on  o/  the  ittme-  Uia  tu  us<;  yuur  tM'>t  i-ii- 
Ufiivttn*  in  the  Guiiernt  A<-'emlily  In  have  the  inhi^rpnf  iii- 
ntieiinblc  ripliix  ol  ihf  ptiipi*?  nt  thitf  pnivince  flu^t-Tled,  nnd 
viiidtcalt^d.  Mild  1<;(I  lijKMi  Oic  publk'  rccnrd,  lliat  ponlerlly 
may  iiev»-r  tisvtj  rranon  to  cliargt?  IlieprcHuiil  tiiiicd  willi  tliu 
guilt  ot  lajiiely  giving  ihi-ni  away.*' 

The  opposition  sprend  and  deepened,  and  one 
of  its  natural  tendencies  was  to  outbreak  and  vio- 
lence. On  one  occasion  in  Boston  it  showed  itself 
in  the  lawlessness  of  a  mob,*of  a  most  formidable 
charaoter,  even  a.s  is  now  charged.  Liberty,  in 
her  struggles,  is  too  often  driven  to  force.  But  the 
town,  at  a  public  meeting  in  Faiieuil  Hall,  called 
without  delay,  on  the  motion  of  the  opponents  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  with  James  Otis  as  chairman,  con- 
demned the  outrage.  Eager  in  hostility  to  the 
execution  of  the  act,  Boston  cherished  municipal  , 
order,  and  constantly  discountenanced  all  tumult, 
violence,  and  illegal  proceedings.  On  these  two 
^  grounds  she  then  stood;  and  her  position  was 
'  widely  recognized.  In  reply,  March  27,  1~G6,  to  j 
«n  address  from  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  her 
qiKn  consciousness  of  duty  done  is  thus  expressed: 

"  If  Ibe  inbsbiiantit  o(  Biisliin  have  taken  the  legal  and 
mirranlablt   trurusurc*  to  jneccnt  that   miifortune  of  all 
others  the  inoU  to  he  dreaded^  the  execution  of  the  Stamit  I 
>4et,  and,  a?  a  neccssjirymeanrt  of  preventing  it,  have  mode 
any  vpiriled  appiicalininf  for  npening  llm  cni«lmn-hou9es 
anil  courts  of  juiutce ;  if,  at  the  tame  time,  they  have  Itorne  \ 
Uteirteittimony  against  oulrafeotu  tumuUi  arwl  illexai  pro- 
ceedings,  and  pivtii  any  cxaniple  of  tlitr  love  of  peace  and 
good  order.  n«'xt  lo  Ihe  cniiiirioiiiincitfinf  having  donr  iheir  I 
duly  in  Ihe  vali^ifai'linn  r)f  nirning  wiili  Uie  approbation  of  I 
auy  of  Uifir  lellow-couiiiryuien." 

Thus  was  the  Stamp  Act  annulled,  even  before 
iti)  actual  repeal,  which  was  pressed  with  assi- 
duity, by  petition  and  remonstrnnce,  on  the  next 
lueetin?  of  Parliament.  Among  the  potent  inSu- 
ences  was  the  enure  concurrence  of  the  merchants, 
nnd  especially  n  remonstrance  a^ninHt  the  Stamp 
Act  by  the  merchanu  of  New  York — like  thot 
now  made  against  the  Slave  Act  by  the  merchants 
of  Boston.  Some  asked  atfirst  only  for  its  modi- 
fication. Even  James  Otis  began  with  this  mod- 
erate desire.  The  King  himself  showed  a  dispo- 
sition to  yield  to  this  extent.  But  Kronklin,  who 
WB«  then  in  England,  when  asked  whether  the 
Colonies  would  submit  to  the  net,  if  miiigated  in 
certain  particulars,  replied:  "No,  never,  unless 
compelled  by  force  of  arms."  The  great  Com- 
tnuner,  William  Pitt,  in  an  ever  memorable  speech, 
uttered  words  which  fitly  belong  lo  this  occasion. 
He  said: 

"  Sir,  I  have  been  charged  with  giving  t>inli  to  fiedifion  in 
America.  They  have  npoken  iheir  seiitinirntu  wiili  free- 
dom against  ihia  iiiiliappy  act,  and  lliat  frci'dorn  ha«  bi'roine 
tlleir  cniiie.  Sorry  I  am  lo  hear  lh<^  libi.-ny  of  rtppcch  in 
lliiK  l!iiii«e  inipuK'd  a«  a  criini!.  liul  Ihi;  iinpulalion  Khali 
not  diK(;oiiingi-  nie.  It  i*  a  liberty  [  mean  loexcrciiM'.  No 
geiiilrninn  ought  to  be  afraid  to  eieriihr  il.     It  is  a  llberly 

by  which  Ihe  genllenian  win luniniates  il  might  and  otiglu 

to  have  profiled.  The  gentleman  tell*  us  Anieriea  is  oh- 
(UnaU';  America  i»  almost  in  open  rebellion.  I  rejoice 
that  AmiTiea  has  resieieil ;  three  milllona  of  people  so  dead 
Id  hII  the  feelings  of  lilierly,  as  vohinlarily  lo  submit  to  be 
•laves,  would  have  lieen  lii  Inalrumenis  to  make  sl.ives  of 
all  the.  rest.  I  would  not  debaU:  a  parlicular  p<iiiil  of  law 
with  Ihe  gentleman;  Inn  1  draw  inv  ideas  of  (rcedoiu  from 
the  vital  p.iwersof  tlie  lirilinli  OnsUluiioiK-noi  from  ilie 
crude  and  fallaeiou5  notions  too  much  relied  upon,  as  if  we 
were,  bul  ill  llie  morning  of  liberly.  I  can  aeknowltdga  no 
veiicrati<in  for  any  procedure,  law.  or  ordinance  ihal  is 
repiignani  to  rcasfin  and  Ihe  first  elemenis  ot  our  Consltlu- 
lion.  Tlie  American:,  hove  been  wronged.  They  have 
been  driven  lo  madness.  Cpon  the  whole.  I  will  beg  leave 
lo  lell  Ibe  House  wtiaf  is  really  my  opinion,  tl  is  Unit  the 
Stamp  -Act  tie  repealed,  ahsoluiely,t(ilally,  and  immediately, 
and  Iliat  Ihe  reason  for  ihe  repeal  be  assigned,  because  it 
waa  founded  on  an  erroneous  principle." 

Thus  spoke  this  great  orator,  at  the  time  tute- 
lary guardian  of  American  liberty.  He  was  not 
unheeded.    Within  less  than  u  year  from  ila  ori- 


ginal passage,  the  Stamp  Act — assailed  as  uncon- 
stitutlunul  on  the  precise  grounds  on  which  we 
assail  the  existing  slave  act — was  driven  from  the 
statute-book. 

But,  sir,  the  Stamp  Act  was,  at  most,  an  infringe- 
ment of  civil  liberty  only,  not  of  fiersonal  liberty. 
It  touched  questions  of  p/operty  only,  bul  not  the 
personal  liberty  of  any  man.  Under  it  no  freeman 
could  be  seized  as  a  slave.  There  was  an  unjust 
lax  of  a  few  pence,  with  the  cluinces  of  ameroe- 
menl  by  a  single  Judge  without  jury;  but  by  this 
statute  no  person  could  be  deprived  of  thai  vital 
right  of  all,  whicji  is  to  other  rights  as  the  soul  to 
the  bi'dy  —  llie  riglU  of  a  man  to  himself  As  liberty 
Is  more  than  proiieriy,as  man  is  aiiovetbe  beasts 
that  perish,  as  Heaven  is  higher  than  earth,  an 
are  the  rights  assailed  by  an  American  Congress 
above  those  once  assailed  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment; nnd  just  in  this  proportion  must  be  our  con- 
demnation of  the  Slove  Act  by  the  side  of  the 
Stamp  Act.  And  thiswill  yet  be  declared  by  his- 
i  tory. 

I  call  upon  you,  then,  to  receive  the  memorial, 
and  hearken  to  its  prayer.  All  oilier  memorials 
asking  for  changes  in  existing  Ugislution  are 
treoted  with  respect,  promptly  referred, and  acted 
upon.  This  should  not  be  an  exctption.  The 
memorial  simply  asks  the  repeal  of  an  obnoxious 
statute,  which  is  entirely  within  the  competency 
of  Congress.  Il  proceeds  from  a  large  number  of 
respectable  citizens  whose  autograph  signatures 
are  attached.  It  is  brief  and  respectful  in  form; 
and,  in  its  very  brevity,  shows*that  spirit  of  free- 
dom which  should  awaken  a  generous  response. 
In  refusing  lo  receive  il  or  refer  it,  accorJing  to 
the  usage  of  the  Senole,  or  in  treating  il  with  any 
indignil!y,  you  offer  an  affront,  not  only  lo  these 
niimesous  petitioners,  but  also  to  the  great  right 
of  petition,  which  in  here  never  more  sacred  thon 
when  exercised  in  behalf  ol  freedom  against  an 
obnoxious  statute.  Permit  me  to  add,  thai  by 
this  course  you  provoke  the  very  spirit  which  you 
would  repress.  There  is  a  certain  plant  which  is 
said  logrow  when  trodden  upon.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  if  the  Boston  iietitioners  have  not  something 
of  this  quality.  ButtliisI  know, sir:  that  theslave. 
act,  like  vice,  is  of  so  hideous  a  mien,  that  "to 
be  hated  it  needs  only  to  be  seen;"  and  the  occur- 
rences of  this  day  willmakeil  visible  and  palpable 
lo  the  people  in  new  forms  of  injustice. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  1  wish  to 
know,  as  i  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber  since 
the  discussion  commenced,  what  ia  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  body.^ 

The  PRESIDLNG  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Norhis  in 
the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the  motion  lo  refer 
the  memorial  to  the  Comroillee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  BUTLER.  It  becomes  me,  then,  as  chair- 
man of  ihut  committee,  to  say  one  or  two  words. 
I  have  never  hud  any  very  great  confidence  in 
what  is  called  the  fugitive  slave  law.  It  became 
my  duty  certainly,  as  the  organ  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  lo  reporta  bill  outof  which  grew 
the  present  act  known  as  the  fugitive  slave  act. 
My  opinion  always  has  been,  however,  that,  pri- 
marily, there  ought  to  have  been  no  fugitive  slove 
act  al  all,  bul  that,  under  the  Constitution  of  a  Con- 
federacy of  slaveholding  States — for  these  were 
slaveholding  Stoles  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution — each  State  wa«  bound  to  perform 
its  own  duty  in  carrying  out  the  mandales  of 
thill  Constitution.  The  Constitution  contained 
obligations  of  States  as  parties  lo  see  them  per- 
formed; and  if  eachSt«te.v/ould  do  its  full  duty — 
the  duly  of  compact-stipulation — in  good  faith, 
Congress,  as  the  representatives  of  the  Stales, 
would  never  have  been  called  on  to  provide  such 
a  measure  as  the  fugitive  slave  act. 

Now,  I  must  be  permitted  to  nak  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rockwell,] 
who  has  spoken  in  a  temper  that  I  somewhat  \ 
commend,  with  his  solemn  declaration  that  the 
feeling  which  has  been  excited  at  the  North  by 
the  passage  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  can- 
not be  extinguished;  that  the  fires  which  have  been 
kindled  are  to  continue;  does  he  suppose  that  any 
report  made  by  the  Commiltee  on  the  Judiciary 
could  appease  a  seutiinent  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed, and,  I  believe,  exaggerated  bytheepeeeh 
of  his  colleague;  a  speech  whose  whole  style,  lone, 
and  character  does  not  become  a  .Suna/e,  especially 
a  Senate  representing  a  consUl^utional  Confeder- 
acy; a  speech  that  I  regaid  as  a  poor  edliion  of 
his  oilier  speedie*  un  the  ttime  subject.'    It  might 


[  have  suited  for  the  4lh  of  July,  which  cornea  on 
I  in  a  feW  days.  Do  gentlemen  suppose,  after  the 
declarations  which  they  have  made,  that  any  act 
or  any  measure,  recommended  by  the  Judiciary 
Commiltee,  could  satisfy  the  feelings  of  which 
they  have  given  us  such  notice?  Sir,  I  will  not 
go  into^this  matter;  bul  there  is  one  ihin?^  whi.  ii 
1  wish  lo  say  in  reply  lo  the  honorable 
who  sits  near  me,  [IVIr.  Sdhner.]  WI.. 
Holl  was  illustrated  by  eloquence,  and  mmiur- 
tolized  by  patriotism;  when  Otis  spoke,  and  Jobo 
Hancock  acted,  and  John  Adams  mnde  the  dec- 
laratiohs  which  hiive  been  so  much  applauded  by 
the  gentleman,  they  were  the  represeiitative»  of 
alttveiiolding  SlaUa.  They  represented  Massa- 
chusetts as  she  wtu — hardy,  slaveholding  Maosa- 
chusclts.  Sir,  when  blood  was  shed  u|>oo  the 
plains  of  Lexington  nnd  Concord,  in  an  issue  made 
by  Boston,  to  whom  was  an  appeal  n.-ile  >.nH 
from  whom  wasitanswereil.'  Theansw 
in  the  acts  of  slavehnldingSiates — antmi 
parati.  Yes,  sir,  the  independence  of  America, 
lo  maintain  re(Hibliain  liberty,  was  won  by  ihe 
arms  and  treasure,  by  the  patriotism  and  goti 
faith  of  slaveholding  communities. 

Sir,  the  Senator  has  chosen  to  exhibit  a  good 
deal  of  sensibility  upon  abstract  questions  of  lib- 
erty; bul  he  knows  that  this  Coiifeder«ey  could 
not  have  been  formed  without  u  Consitiiu 
by  practical  statesmen,  in   which   Nev>. 

entered  into  acompocl  with  slaveholder;. ,^ 

sentiments  which  he  entertains  now  be  the  general 
sentiments  of  Boston  and  MasaachuBeits,  it  is  a 
Commonwealth  which  ought  not  to  belong:  to  a 
Confederacy  of  slaveholders.  That  ought  to  be 
their  feeling.  If  they  cjinnot  associate  with  as, 
under  a  common  Constitution,  let  them  say  so. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  has  mndehis  declarations  with 
much  pomp,  and,  I  must  say,  not  with  his  usual 
taste;  with  a  species  of  rhetoric  which  is  intended, 
I  suppose,  10  feed  the  fires  of  fanaticisjj  which  he 
has  helped  to  kindle  in  his  own  Slate — a  species 
of  rhetoric  which  is  not  becoming  the  gravity  of 
this  body.  Let  me  tell  him  that  uben  all  those 
distinguished  acta  took  place,  to  which  he  hu 
alluded,  they  came  from  the  organs  of  a  puWio 
opinion  representing  peaceful  wisdom — those  who 
made  compacts  to  observe  them — those  whocoultl 
have  their  own,  bul  could  reepeci  and  conform  to 
the  opinions  of  others.     They  were  gentlemen. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  have  said  mor^  than  I  ought  lo 
have  said  on  this  subject;  hut  when  gentlritien 
rise  and  flagrantly  misrepresent  history,  a«  that 
gentleman  has  done,  by  a  fourth  of  Julv  oration, 
by  vapid  rhetoric,  by  a  species  of  r'  ■  -  -  '  •'-. 
I  nm  sorry  to  say,  ought  not  tc 
scholar — a  rhetoric  with  more  fine 
strength — I  become  impatient  under  it.  I  speak 
very  differently  of  the  other  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rockwell.]  He  spoke 
with  calmness,  gravity,  and  dignity;  and  1  at- 
tended to  him.  His  warning  would  give  me  some 
understanding  of  the  stateof  feeling  which  I  would 
be  inclined  lo  respect.  I  respect  a  man  who  speaks 
under  the  sanction  of  responsibility  which  seemed 
lo  pervade  that  Senator's  bosom.  He  waa  the 
selected  representative  to  present  the  petition. 
He  has  discharged  the  office,  and  has  spoken  in 
the  soberness  of  one  expressing  conviction;  and 
in  that  spirit — nolnsarhelorician,  playing  a  port — 
I  must  regard  his  representations.  If  they  shall 
be  the  prevoiliiig  sentiments  of  thii."    '  p 

has  spoken,  they  make  the  issues  • 

I  have  never  made  a  threat  on  III  .-  ...,..,  .,ut  1 
will  tell  him  that  if  these  agitations  go  on.^he  con- 
sequence will  be  thai  an  Issue  will  be  made  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South.  Each  section 
will  become  united — moimaining  the  poaition  of 
units.  I  do  not  undertake  to  indicate  those  tilings; 
bul  will  say,  if  sectional  agitation  is  lo  be  fed  oy 
such  sentiments,  such  disfilays,  and  such  tbiog* 
as  come  from  the  honorable  gentleman  near  me, 
[Mr.  SuM.vER,]  I  day  we  ought  not  to  he  in  a 
common  Confederacy,  and  we  should  be  better  off 
without  it.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  I  might  well 
entertain  feelings  of  respect  for  the  gentleman— as 
representing  a  different  confederacy.  I  will  not 
suppose  tt  lioalile  confederacy;  but  even  if  such 
should  beitscharocter — if  I  do  not  mistake  the  gen- 
tleman— he  would  extend  to  me  the  proieclion  of 
an  honorable  and  respected  flag.  My  condition  ia 
different  when  I  am  assailed  by  a  confederate, 
making  war  upoa  me  under  the  covering  of  a  com- 
mon camp.    In  one,  and  a.  plain  word,  if  the  pro- 
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ceed  in{f«  of  this  Senate  ure  to  be  made  the  vehicle  of 
denunciation  or  afiiinult.the  thing  cannot  b»  loler- 
ated.  Sir,  I  am  understood  to  he  somewhat  an 
excitable  man,  but  |  have  never  here,  on  any  occa- 
sion, made  any  remark  which  1  am  not  willing  to 
qualify,  and  mnlte  conformable  to  the  judgment 
which  my  responsible  position  would  require  of 
me.  1  can,  as  I  do,  entertain  strong  feelings, but 
they  shall  not  find  expression  in  violent  threats. 
Such,  I  may  well  appeal  to  the  Senate,  has  not 
been  my  habit.  1  have  been  betrayed  into  remarks 
not  intended. 

I  rose,  however,  simply  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
'  regards  myself,  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  this 
memorial  shall  be  referred.  If  we  respond -to  it 
by  saying  that  the  law  should  not  be  repealed,  1 
do  not  think  it  is  going  to  appease  the  feeling  at 
the  North,  according  to  the  expres.sions  made  by 
hoiiurable  gentlemen;  and  if  we  say  it  shall  be 
repealed,  that  certainly  will  not  satisfy  the  coun- 
try. Then  if  the  object  be  to  make  the  issue  be- 
tween the  North  and  iheSoulh,  let  the  issue  come. 
Let  it  come  with  dignity; let  it  be  met  in  calmness 
of  spirit.  1  do  not  want  any  of  these  flaming 
speeches  here,  calculated  to  excite  merely — to  feed 
a  flame  without  seeing  where  it  shall  extend.  No, 
sir,  do  not  let  us  involve  the  country  In  a  contest 
to  be  decided  by  mobs — infuriated  by  the  flaming 
speeches  of  servile  orators.  Let  the  proud  civili- 
zation of  the  country  never  be  committed  to  the 
chances  of  anarchy,  let  us  live  together  under  a 
constitution,  or  let  ua  separate  with  purjiose  and 
dignity. 

1  have  said  1  am  perfectly  willing,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  to  let  the  memorial  be  referred; 
but  I  wish  to  ask  the  honoiable  Senator  from 
Maasachusetta,  who  presented  it,  [Mr.  Rock- 
WKI.1.,]  a  question;  and  1  believe,  from  the  impres- 
sion wrhicn  he  made  on  me  to-day,  that  he  will 
answer  it.  If  we  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law,  will 
the  honorable  Senator  tell  me  that  Massachusetts 
will  execute  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  with- 
out any  laworCongress'  Suppose  we  should  take 
away  all  laws,  and  devolve  upon  the  dilTerent 
States  the  duties  that  properly  belong  to  them,  1 
would  ask  that  Senator  whether,  under  the  preva- 
lence of  publicopinion  there,  Maasachusetie  would 
execute  that  provision  as  one  of  the  constitutional 
members  of  this  Union.'  Would  they  send  fugi- 
tives back  to  us  after  trial  by  jury,  or  any  other 
mode.'  Will  this  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Sum- 
ner] tell  me  that  he  will  do  it? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Does  the  honorable  Senator 
ask  me  if  1  would  personally  join  in  sending  a  fel- 
low-mnn  into  bondage'  "Is  thy  servant  a  dog, 
that  he  should  do  this  thing.'" 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Thesearetheprettiestspeeches 
that  1  ever  heard.  [Laughter.]  He  has  them 
turned  down  in  a  book  by  him,  1  believe,  and  he 
has  them  so  elegantly  fixed  that  1  cannot  reply  to 
them.  [Laughter.]  They  are  loodelicjitefor  my 
use.  [Renewed  laughter.]  They  ore  beautiful 
things;  made  in  a  factory  of  rhetoric  somewhat  o/o 
peculiar  shape.  But,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  not 
of  a  definite  texture.  Now,  what  does  he  mean  by 
talking  about  his  not  being  a  dog.'  [Continued 
laughter.]  What  has  that  to  do  with  the  Consti- 
tution, or  the  coiiatitulional  obligations  of  a  State? 
[Laughter.]  Well,  sir,  it  was  a  beautiful  senti- 
ment, no  doubt,  as  he  thought,  and  perhaps  he 
imagined  he  expressed  it  with  Demosthenian  ab- 
ruptness and  eloquence.  [Laughter.]  I  asked 
him  whether  he  would  execute  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  without  any  fugitive  slave 
law,  and  he  answered  me,  is  he  a  dog 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  asked  roe  if  1 
would  help  to  reduce  a  fellow-man  to  bondage? 
1  answered  him. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Then  you  would  not  obey 
the  Constiiutiuo.  Sir,  [turning  to  Mr.  Sumkcr,] 
Ktaoding  here  before  this  tribunal,  where  you 
swore  to  support  it,  you  rise  and  tell  me  that  you 
regardit  iheotficeof  adog  to  enforce  it.  Yuu  stand 
in  my  presence,  as  a  coequal  Senator,  and  tell  me 
tliat  It  IS  a  dog's  utHce  to  execute  the  Gonstiiulion 
of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  PRATT.  Which  he  has  sworn  to  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  recognize  no  such  obliga- 
tion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  know  you  do  not.  But 
nobody  cares  about  your  recognitions  as  an  indi- 
vidual; b|it  aa  a  Senator,  and  aconatitutiontU  rep- 


resentative, you  stand  diflTerently  related  to  this 
body.     But  enough  of  this. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  wish  to  inquire  if  a  motion 
has  been  made  to  refer  this  i>«tiiion  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pending 
question  is  on  the  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  desire  most  respectfully  to 
know  from  what  quarter  that  motion  cnme?  What 
honorable  Senator  made  the  motion  ? 

Mr.  PRATl'.  The  honorable  aviator  fjom 
Massachusetts  who  first  spoke,  [Mr.  Rockwell  ] 

Mr.  MASON.  TheSenatorwho  introduced  the 
petition.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  President,  ofter  the 
compact  (if  I  may  soex,jre83  it)  which  had  been 
entered  into  between  the  various  States  of  the  Con- 
federjtcy  in  enacting  this  law,  that  debate  would 
not  again  have  arisen  upon  it;  and  I  had  hoped, 
olso,  that  the  dignity  of  the  American  -Senate 
woukl  not  have  been  subjected  to  theassaulls  made 
on  it  this  day  by  one  who  is  a  Senator  from 
Mnssachueetis,  [Mr.  Sdmnbr.]  I  say,  sir,  the 
dignity  of  the  American  Senate  has  been  rudely, 
wantonly,  grossly  assailed  by  a  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,, and  not  only  the  dignity  of  the 
Senate,  but  of  the  whole  people,  trifled  within  the 
presence  of  the  American  Senate,  either  ignor^ntly 
or  corruptly — I  do  notknow  which,  nordo  I  rjire. 
Sir,  that  Senator  said  that  the  law  for  the  recla- 
mation oC-fugilive  slaves  denied  to  a  citizen  the 
privilege  of  the  habeas  carpus,  which  was  secured 
to  him  by  the  Constitution.  I  repeat,  such  a  dec- 
laration m  reference  to  that  law  was  made,  either 
ignorantly  or  corruptly,  for  corrupt  purposes. 
There  is  nothing  like  it  in  the  law.  The  law  does 
not  deny  the  privilege  of  the  habeas  corpus;  and  if 
it  did,  it  would  have  been  a  dead  letter. 

Why, sir,  the  experience  under  the  law  is,  that 
the  habeas  cmpus  issues,  and  there  is  noth'ng  in 
the  law  which  says  to  the  contrary;  and  yet  the 
Senator,  discharging  what ,  1  suppose,  he  considers 
his  duty  to  those  who  sent  hiiii  here,  has  had  the 
temerity  to  declare  that  this  law  violated  the  Con- 
stitution in  refusing  the  habeas  corjnis.  Sir,  this 
writ  is  to  inquire  only  into  the  legality  of  the  de- 
tention, and  the  law  so  recognizing  it  bases  its 
provisions  only  upon  the  question  of  the  legality 
'  of  the  detention ;'tind  if  it  is  proved  that  the  fugi- 
tive was  held  to  service,  or  labor,  and  did  escape, 
,  whether  justly  so  held  or  no,  under  the  Conslitu- 
j  tion,  he  is  to  be  returned  whence  he  escaped.  Sir, 
the  proof  establishes  the  legality  of  the  arrest  and 
detention,  and  is  an  answer  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  and  in  this  the  fugitive  slave  low  does  not 
depart  from  the  policy  regulating  the  administra- 
tion of  all  penal  law.  One  arrested  as  a  fugitive 
0"om  justice  is  entitled,  on  his  arrest,  to  a  habeas 
corpus — for  what?  To  determine  whether  he  com- 
mitted the  offense  with  which  he  was  charged,  at 
the  place  whence  he  escaped?  Cerininly  not; 
but  to  determine  only  whether  he  was  so  charged 
in  proper  form  of  law  to  authori?ie  his  detention 
until  a  trial  could  be  had;  and  proof  that  he  was 
so  charged  is  then,  also,  an  answer  to  the  habeas 
corpus,  and  he  must  be  remanded  without  in- 
quiring whether  the  chorge  is  true  or  false. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Senator  claims  to  be 
I  a  jurist;  I  know  not  his  position  at  home;  but  I 
know  something  of  his  associations  there  from 
his  language  here.  Sir,  he  has  denounced  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  who  goes  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Constitution,  and  the  sanction  of 
the  law  into  his  State,  to  reclaim  his  property. 
He  has  the  boldness  to  speak  hereof  such  a  man 
as  "a  slave-hunter  from  Virginia."  Sir,  my 
constituents  need  no  vindication  from  me  from 
such  a  charge,  coming  from  such  a  quarter.  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  use  of  such 
vulgar  language  here,  betrays  tire  vulgarity  of  his 
associations  at  home;  and  shall  it  be  tolerated  in 
the  American  Senate  >  Yes,  sir,  a  gentleman  fVom 
the  South,  who  goes  under  the  protection  of  that 
Constitution  which  the  Senator  has  sworn  to  sup- 
port, and  which  he  just  now  declared  he  would  be 
a  dog  to  execute  or  to  recognize;  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  who  goes  to  his  State  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  the  sanction  of  the 
law,  to  reclaim  his  property,  may  be  subject  to 
vulgar  denunciation,  hut  only  by  vulgar  men. 

Mr.  President,  I  (liffer  from  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Butler,]  who 
said,  as  I  understood  him,  that  this  law  had  not 
done  its  oflSce.  Sir,  it  has  done  its  office.  To  be 
SUM,  (here  are  instances  where  it  hai  been  violiUei) 


by  brutal  mobs,  as  there  are  instances  of  other 
laws  being  evsded  by  knavery,  or  silenced  by 
brute  force;  but  1  say  the  law  has  done  its  office 
well,  done  it  on  a  recent  memorable  occasion  in 
the  very  city  of  Mossachuselis  which  the  Senator 
claims  so  worthily  to  represent;  hut  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  of  most  of  whose  citizens,  1  be- 
lieve, think  of  him  as  I  do.  In  that  city,  within  the 
last  fortnight,  it  has  done  its  office,  and  done  it  in 
the  presence  of^a  mob,  which  that  Senator  and  his 
associates  roused  and  inflamed  to  the  very  verge 
of  treason,  subjecting  them  to  traitors'  doom, 
while  he  and  his  associates  sat  here  and  kept  them- 
selves aloof  from  danger.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  executed 
under  these  circumstances,  and  executed  by  that 
power  that  is  b^mnd  to«execute  it — ^the  Govern- 
ment of  the  whole  United  Slates.  ' 

Mr.  President,  1  did  not  think  I  could  have 
been  drawn  into  a  debate  nn  this  subject.  [ 
should  not  have  engaged  in  it  but  that  I  thought  it 
right  to  vindicate  the  law  from  the  misconstruc- 
tion which  wos  placed  on  it  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, before  the  country,  in  reference  to  the  habeas 
corpus.  But,  sir,  I  may  say  neither  that  law  nor 
any  other  low  could  require  vindication  from  tt- 
tacks  made  by  one  mad  enough  to  announce  to 
the  American  Senate  ond  the  American  people, 
that  olihough  the  Constitution  provides  that  fugi- 
tives from  service  shall  be  surrendered  up,  he 
would  recognize  himself  as  a  dog  were  he  to  exe- 
cute that  provision.  He  has  said  so  in  the  pres- 
ence of  that  American  Senate  who  witnessed  his 
oath  to  support,  protect,  and  defend  that  same 
Consiitution,  and  his  ap[>eal  to  his  God  to  witness 
the  truth  and  sincerity  of  his  purpose.  Why,  sir, 
am  I  speaking  of  a  fnmttic,  one  whose  reason  is 
dethroned  !  Can  such  a  one  expect  lo  make  im- 
pressions upon  the  American  people  from  his 
vapid,  vulgar  declamation  here,  accompanied  by 
a  declaration  that  he  would  violate  his  oath  now 
recently  taken  ? 

Well,  sir,  that  Senator  attempted  to  institute  a 
comparison  between  theStampAct,resiflted  by  our 
common  ancestry,  and  resistance  to  the  fugitive 
slaire  law.  Sir,  he  was  well  answered  by  the  hon- 
orable ond  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, that  in  those  days  the  people  he  represents 
now  were  slaveholders.  I  cannot  believe  he  rep- 
resents them  now,  although  they  are  slaveholders 
no  longer.  Sir,  I  think  I  might  venture  upon  the 
office  of  vindicating  his  own  people  from  the  asper- 
sions (heir  representative  has  cast  on  them.  Let 
the  honorable  Senator  remember  that  he  says  he 
would  be  a  dog  to  surrender  a  ftigutive  slave, 
although  the  Constitution  imposes  the  duty  on  his 
Stale,  and  he  has  sworn  to  obey  if. 

Let  me  recall  him  to  that  page  in  our  history 
which  shows  th«t,l>y  the  vote  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  other  New  England  States,  the  interdict 
wan  placed  in  this  very  Constitution  against  pro- 
hiliilmg  the  African  slave  trade.  Sir,  the  New 
England  Slates  at  that  day,  with  Massachusetts 
at  their  head,  knowing  that  the  first  act  of  the 
American  Congress  would  be  to  prohibit  the 
African  slave  trade,  voted,  all  of  ehem,  to  tak* 
that  power  from  Congress,  so  as  lo  continue  the 
slave  ti-ade  for  twenty  yeors  after  its  adoption, 
and  up  to  the  year  1808.  These  are  the  people 
whom  he  dares  now  to  sny,  before  the  American 
Senate,  would  be  depraved,  and  sinful,  and  mean^ 
and  odious,  and  dogs,  if  they  recognized  even  the 
existence  of  slavery  !  What  more  did  they  do? 
Why,  sir,  they  enjoyed  that  trade,  as  the  carriers 
of  the  slaves  from  Africa,  through  those  twenty 
years  for  which  they  had  stipulated  in  the  Con- 
stitution. They  brought  the  slaves  over,  and 
within  a  recent  period  suits  have  been  brought  in 
eouihern  States  on  bonds  executed  on  the  pur- 
chase of  slaves  from  these  very  New  England  slave 
importers. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  the  Senate  will 
agree  with  me  that,  unworthy  as  the  occasion  may 
be,  it  is  difficult  to  be  silent;  yet,  I  confess,  I 
almost  feel  that  I  owe  an  apology  to  the  Senate 
for  having  spoken  in  this  debate.  I  know  I  shall 
owe  an  apology  to  those  who  sent  me  here  for 
noticing  it  fVom  such  a  quarter  and  in  such  a 
ppesence.  ^ 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  have  lived  to  witness  to-day 
what  1  had  hoped  I  should  not  live  to  witness.  I 
had  hoped  that  the  silent  clod  would  havecovered 
me  before  I  should  hear  fall  from  the  lips  of  a 
Senator  who  had  sworn  to  suj^ort  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  an  avowal  that  he  wouli) 
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not  snpport  it;  an  arowal  that  he  disregarded  all 
such  obligatlonR,  that  it  was  aa  dross  with  him. 

Mr.  Preaident,  I  have  no  olijectioii  to  the  recep- 
tion, or  the  proposed  relerence  of  this  petition.  I 
have  always  maintained  the  unlimited  riphtof  the 
people  to  memorialize  or  petition  Congress  in  any 
form,  for  any  object  that  might  beconstiiutionally 
acted  upon  here.  That  we  may  constitutionally 
repeal,  or  modify  the  existing,  or  any  other 
fugitive  slave  law,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That 
the  law  as  it  is,  ia  constitutional,  I  entertain  no 
doubt.  That  we  have  the  constitutional  power 
to  make  it  less  rigid, or  more  rigid, or  to  abrogate 
it  entirely,  there  can  be  no  question.  The  pro- 
posed reference  of  the  petition  is,  I  think,  the 
legitimate  one.  However  ready  1  may  be  to  say 
that  I  would  not  grant  the  prayer  of  a  petition 
which  is  sent  here,  I  cannot  be  induced  to  throw 
the  least  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  reception  and 
proper  reference  of  any  petition  in  regard  to  any 
subject  upon  which  we  may  constitutionally  and 
legiiimately  act. 

Nay,  sir,  1  go  further.  I  believe  that  to-day,  if 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  or  the  people  of  any 
oilier  portion  of  this  country,  should  send  in  a 
petition,  and  it  should  be  laid  upon  your  table, 
and  its  reference  moved  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member, 
praying  that  this  body  should  expel  a  member 
who  had  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution — the 
sacred  bond  of  our  Union — and  in  our  faces,  in 
open  Senate,  had  disowned  it,  and  positively  as- 
serted that  he  would  not  enforce  it,  1  should  vote 
for  its  reception,  I  should  vote  for  its  reference, 
but  I  will  not  say  how  I  should  report  on  it,  though 
1  am  inclined  to  think  I  should  report  in  favor  of 
granting  their  prayer  and  expelling  that  member. 

Sir,  Senators  are  not  to  be  tolerated  here,  who, 
openly  and  boldly,  in  the  face  of  the  country  and 
of  the  Senate,  say  that  they  would  violate  their 
oaths.  Sir,  [addressing  Mr.  Sumner,]  in  stepping 
to  that  desk,  laying  your  hand  upon  the  Qospel 
of  God,  swearing  that  yeu  would  support  the 
Constitution,  and  placing  the  book  to  your  lips, 
giving  seal  and  assurance  that  your  heart  as  well  as 
your  lips  acquiesced  in  what  you  said,  you  made 
no  reservation  of  any  clause,  any  article,  ony  sec- 
tion, any  line,  or  any  word.  No  mental  reserva- 
tion could  be  allnwe<l.  You  swore  that  you  would 
support  all  and  singular,  each  and  every  part  from 
beginning  to  end,  the  commencement  and  the  end- 
ing inclusive;  and  you  now  in  the  face  of  your 
peers — peers,  did  1  say,  I  hate  to  use  the  word — 
are  the  first  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to 
openly  declare  you  would  violate  the  oath  you 
have  taken,  and  the  bond  of  Union  your  ancestors 
made  for  you. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
will  address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  1  am  certainly  not  out  of  or- 
der. I  say  if  such  a  petition  or  memorial  were 
sent  here,  I  should  be  willing  to  receive  and  refer 
it,  and  if  referred  to  my  committee,  I  should  be 
willing  to  act  on  it,  though  I  will  not  say  how  I 
would  act.  It  is  suggested  to  me  that  he  could 
not  have  taken  his  seat  if  he  had  made  such  a  re- 
servation at  the  time  of  taking  the  oath,  and  that 
he  ought  not  to  hold  it  after  heraak^  the  reserva- 
tion. 

Mr.  President,  I  should  have  taken  no  part  in 
this  discussion,  but  for  a  reference  made  to  me  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  an  allusion  un- 
derstood by  every  Senator,  and  by  the  country. 
I  have  not  uttered  here  or  elsewhere  anything  to 
retract.  I  have  nothing  to  withdraw.  **  I  never 
tread  backwards,"  but  always  go  on  ward,  unless  I 
meet  a  barrier  that  slops  me.  That  Senator  has  i 
said  that  if  those  things  go  on,  it  will  become  a 
common  saying,  as  it  has  already  been  said  on 
this  floor,  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  is 
a  self-evident  lie. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  for  a  moment  turn  you  to 
that  clause  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to 
which  reference  is  made.  What  is  it?  "  We 
hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men 
are  created  equal" — not  born  equal,  as  many  say 
■nd  as  many  slate  it  in  the  newspapers — "  that 
they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
unalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  hoppiness."  Inaspeech 
which  I  made  here  some  time  ago,  upon  the  Ne- 
braska hill,  I  said  that  the  consirunlinn  put  upon 
this  clause  of  the  Declaration  o(  Independence  by 
the  Abolitionists  of  the  country,  made  it  a  self- 


']  evident  lie  instead  of  a  self-evident  truth.  Prom 
that  position  1  do  not  withdraw,  but  I  boldly  as- 

'■^  sert  It  again. 

Sir,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  penning  that  instrument, 

j    was  nottalking  about  individuals;  he  was  not  talk- 
I  ing  of  the  Senator  or  his  progenitors  from  Massa- 

I  chusetts;  he  was  not  talking  about  the  white  or 
the  black  race,  the  Caucasian  or  the  African  race; 
but  he  was  talking  about  aggregated,  congregated 
bodies,' collections,  and  associations  of  men.  He 
had  reference  to  collections  of  men  when  they  had 
become  suflicienily  numerous  to  form  independent 
States.     Then  it  was,  according  to  his  ideas,  that 

,    they,  as  collections  and  associations  of  men,  had 

,  equal  political  rights  with  all  other  similar  associ- 
ations or  collections  of  men.     In  no  other  light 

{  did  Jefferson  ever  dream  that  he  was  speaking  in 
that  portion  of  the  Declaration.  Will  you  say  to 
me  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  himselfa  slaveholder,  the 
dei>cendant  of  a  European,  would  stultify  himself 
by  saying  that  his  African"  negro  slave,  who  was 

'  born  his    slave,  created    his  slave,  begotten  his 
'  slave,  who  was  his  slave  during  the  whole  course 
of  gestation,  was  created  his,  Jefferson's,  equal? 
He  never  dreamed  of  such  a  thing. 

Sir,  the  Senator  named  an  African  who  was 
among  the  first  that  was  slain  in  the  contest  for  free- 
dom* in  the  streets  of  Boston.  I  will  not  pretend  to 
say  whether  that  African  was  the  superior  of  the 

'  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  or  the  Senator  his 
superior;  but  they  were  not,  in  my  judgment, 
equals  in  life  or  equals  in  death.  They  were  not 
harmonious  and  beautiful  in  life,  nor  will  they  be 
equally  beautiful  in  death. 
Now,  sir,  to  give  this  clause  of  the  Declaration 

j    of  Independence  any  other  construction  than  that 

:    which  I  have  given  it,  i.<9  an  evident,  a  sslfevident, 

,!  a  palpable  lie.    What  is  the  language?   That  "all 

I  men  dre  created  equal."  Are  they  created  equally 
tall,  equally  broad,  equally  long,  equally  short  ? 
Are  they  created  politically  equal  ?  Are  they  cre- 
ated physically  equal  ?  Are  they  created  mentally 
equal?  Are  they  created  morally  equal?  I  say, 
in  no  one  of  these  several  instances  are  all  men 
created  equal.  You  cannot  go  beyond  the  mo- 
ment when  they  first  respire  their  native  air.  At 
that  time  you  see  iiresented  to  you  the  imbecile  \» 
mind,  weak  in  body,  dwarf  in  size;  while,  beside 
him,  the  same  day's  birth,  you  see  power,  great- 
ness, strength,  wisdom,  anil  beauty.  In  no  one 
instance,  therefore,  is  there  perfect  equality  among 
men,  if  you  regard  them  as  individuals.  As  na- 
tions, as  collecuons  of  men,  they  have  a  right  to 
perfect  equality  as  to  the  formation  of  their  govern- 
ment, and  the  righu  and  domestic  duties  that  shall 
be  established  among  them.  I  ask  that  Senator — 
you,  who  to-day  have  stultified  yourself — you, 
who  have  said  that  the  solemn  oath  which  you 
took  at  that  stand,  administered  by  the  fresitlent 
of  this  body  upon  the  holy  Evangelists  of  God, 
kissing  the  book,  giving  seal  and  sanction  to  your 
asseveration — you,  who  have  said  to-day  that 
you  would  snit  upon   that  oath,  would  disregard 

its  obligniions 

JVIr.  SUMNER.     Never!  never! 
Mr.  PETTIT.    You,  who  denied   it;  denied 
its  power  to  bind  yoa;  you,  who  said  you  would 
not    maintain   the   Constitution    of   the   United 

States 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  said  I  recognized  no  obli- 
gation in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  bind  me  to  help  to  reduce  a  man  to  slavery. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  ask  you,  do  you  claim  to  be 
the  equal  of  your  revolutionary  sires? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
must  address  the  Chair,  not  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  I  ask  the  Chair,  then,  whether 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  with  this  odium 
on  his  lips,  is  the  equal  of  his  revolutionary  sires  ? 
I  do  not  know  that  he  had  any,  properly  speak- 
ing, but  I  take  it  in  a  State  point  of  view.  Is  he 
the  equal  of  Adams,  of  Hancock,  of  Warren,  who 
was  the  first  martyr  in  the  great  cause  of  liberty, 
of  freedom,  and  union;  whose  blood  was  the  first 
to  cement  the  union  of  these  States,  on  Bunker's 
hill,  to  which  he  has  referred  ?  Are  you  the  equal 
of  those  men?  Is  he,  sir,  the  equal  of  those  men? 
I  had  rather  ask  yon,  Mr.  President,  for  I  think 
you  would  answer  "no,"  and  he  might  answer 
"yes." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  down  to  later 
times.    There  is  no  distinction  between  moral, 


physical,  political,  and  mental  equality,  if  you 
take  the  language  literally  as  it  rends.  I  ask  that 
Senator,  then,  or  1  ask  you,  sir,  whether  that 
Senator  is  the  equal  of  the  late  lamented  Daniel 
Webster,  who  preceded  him  here  long  years  ago — 
and  it  would  have  been  well  for  the  country  ff  he 
had  remained  here  in  his  seat  to  this  day  ?  Isthat 
Senator  the  equal,  mentally,  morally,  physically, 
or  religiously,  of  that  de<'.eased  and  illustrious 
man?  When  will  the  Senator  get  to  himself  the 
proud  reputation  of  the  "  Expounder  of  the  Con- 
stitution," "the  Godlike  Daniel,"  the  miglity 
giant  intellect  of  Webster?  He  will  get  to  him- 
self, instead,  the  odious,  withering,  blighilnz.aDd 
blistering  name  of  "  contemner  and  despiser  of 
the  Constitution,  who  refused  to  mainiain,  sup- 
port, and  indorse  it."  Does  that  Senator  pre- 
tend to  say  that,  mentally,  there  is  no  difference? 
I  You  might  as  well  interpolate  "  mentally  "  as 
"politically."  You  might  as  well  say  that  all 
men  are  created  mentally  equal  as  to  say  ihat  all 
I  men  are  created  politically  equal.  Neither  of 
those  words  is  in  it;  and,  therefore,  it  applies oi 
;  much  to  mental  as  it  does  to  political  equality. 
Sir,  men  come  to  the  earth,  they  make  their  ap- 
pearance upon  it,  with  mental  powers,  but  with 
no  political  rights,  and  I  may  therefore  say  with 
more  propriety  that  Jefferson  intended  to  say  they 
were  created  mentally  instead  of  poliiically  equal. 
At  the  earliest  creation  there  areevidences  of  men- 
tality without  any  political  rights  whatever.  Then 
is  the  Senator  the  equal  of  Webster,  who  has  left  t 
name,  a  monument,  and  a  fame,  I  will  not  say  un- 
surpassable, but  unequaled  in  strength,  and  power, 
and  durability  by  any  other  American  Senator? 
1  believe  that  as  a  mere  mental  man — and  I  spesk 
.  of  him  in  no  other  capacity — Webster  had  not  his 
equal  on  this  continent,  if  he  had  in  Europe,  or 
I  upon  any  other  continent.  Is  that  Senator  his 
equal?  He  might  as  well  say  that  the  jackal  is 
the  equal  of  the  lion,  or  that  the  buzzard  is  the 
equal  of  the  eagle. 

When  you,  sir,  [addressing  Mr.  Bcuutt]  find 
no  man  beneath  you;  when  those  who  are  near 
you — your  own  class  of  men — can  find  no  man 
beneath  you;  when  you  shall  claim  as  your  equal 
'  the  man  who  rolls  in  the  gutter,  whom  God  has  de- 
prived in  his  own  organization  and  creation  of  all 
mental  power  and  capacity;  when  you  shall  claim 
that  he  who  wallows  in  the  gutter  with  the  vilest 
and  most  worthless  is  your  equal,  then  your  inter- 
pretation of  ihe  doctrine  is  true.  Let  me  go  fur- 
ther. If  the  Almighty  even  intended  to  create  the 
Senator  the  equal  with  the  mighty  and  lamented 
Webster,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  He  made 
a  gross  blunder  and  a  most  egregious  mistake. 
How,  then,  is  it  that  men  are  all  equal,  and  are 
created  equal  ?  When  we  first  see  them,  they  are 
unequal.  They  grow  up  unequal.  They  have 
not  equal  political  rights.  Will  that  Senator  say 
thai  this  equality  consists  in  political  rights? 
Then  he  says  that  the  serf  of  the  Autocrat  of 
Russia  is  his  equal  in  everything  and  helheserri 
equal.  If  so,  they  ought  to  change  stations,  per- 
haps. I  say  they  are  not  equal,  and  were  not 
created  equal.  , 

Was  that  Senator,  created  a  free-born  citizen  of 
Massachusetts,  created  as  such  a  member  of  this 
great  Republic  and  Confederation,  and  yet  «ai 
he  created  no  more  than  equal  with  the  southern 
slave  upon  a  southern  plantation  ?  Was  he  created 
precisely  enual  with  the  most  ignorant  of  the  ig- 
norant hordes  that  inhabit  any  portion  of  the  hab- 
itable globe?  Was  he  created  only  equal  with  the 
veriest  and  lowest  serfs  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  ? 
When  the  time  shall  come  when  he  avows  that 
there  is  no  degradation,  no  weakness  of  ■ — "-' 
no  physical,  moral,  or  mental  developmf 
his  own,  then  he  moy  assert  the  truth  of  h 
and  his  declaration.  Sir,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  that  Senator  cannot 
find  one  beneoth  himself,  taking  his  own  declara- 
tion to  day.  He  who  will  swear  here  in  this  body, 
appealing  to  God  for  the  truth  of  what  he  says,  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  Union,  and  then 
boliily  proclaim  that  he  will  not  do  it,  has  sunk, 
in  my  estimation,  to  a  depth  of  humiliation  and 
degradation  which  it  would  not  be  enviable  for  the 
veriest  serf  or  the  lowest  of  God's  creation  to  oc- 
cupy. It  may  be  in'that  point  of  view  the  Sen- 
ator regards  all  others  as  his  equal;  but  there  are 
some  who  are  not  willing  to  regard  that  Senator 
as  their  equal,  and  who  will  never  be  coerced  into 
any  such  admission. 
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Mr.  DIXON  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  at 
the  solicitation  of  several  Senators;  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  £)F  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  June  36,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henkv  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

MARTHA  WASHINGTON  CASE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  laying  over  from 
Monday  last,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bliss]  to  introduce  a  bill 
"  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
appoint  a  special  agent  to  investigate  and  bring  to 
justice  certain  offenders  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  making  an  appropriation  of 
$15,(K)0  for  that  purpose." 

The  bill,  which  was  read  for  information,  pro- 
vides that,  whereas,  there  is  probable  cause  to 
believe  that  an  extensive  combination  exists  in 
the  western  States,  having  for  its  object  the  com- 
mission of  crimes  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  in  pursuance  of  which,  such  crimes 
have  been  committed;  therefore,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  appoint  a  special 
agent,  at  such  compensation  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  to  investigate  and  bring  to  justice  the  said 
offenders,  and  for  that  purpose  the  sum  of  $15,(HKI 
is  appropriated:  Provided,  That  the  said  duties  of 
said  special  agent  shall  determine  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1856,  and  that  the  Secretary  shall  report  to 
Congress  an  account  of  the  disposition  of  said 
sum. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules;  and  it  was  decided   in  the 
negative — two  thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 
SURVEYS   IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  ABERCRO.MBIE.byunanimousconsent, 
introduced  the  following  joint  resolution;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title: 

Joint  resolution  directing  the  connection  of  the 
public  surveys  in  Alabama  with  the  boundary 
line  between  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Florida. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  Theobjectof  the  res- 
olution is  to  have  surveyed  the  lands  on  the  bound- 
ary line  between  Alabama  and  Florida.  The  line 
between  these  two  States  has  been  recently  settled 
and  acquiesced  in  upon  the  part  of  both  States. 
The  section  lines  have  not  been  extended  to  the 
boundary  lines  upon  the  part  of  Alabama.  On 
the  part  of  Florida,  this  work  has  been  done.  1 
now  desire  to  give  authority  to  the  General  Land 
Office  here  to  have  these  surveys  made.  There  is 
no  conflict  of  interests.  There  is  no  appropria- 
tion necessary  to  carry  out  the  work.  1  have 
been  written  to  by  constituents  to  get  these  sur- 
veys made,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  purchase 
a  portion  of  those  lands.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  mnile  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  This  resolution  makes  no  ap- 
propriation. It  is  only  to  have  surveys  made.  1 
none  it  will  be  paased. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being  en- 
grossed, it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

THE  LATE  MEXICAN  TREATY. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  propose  now,  if  the  House 
will  indulge  me,  to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  with  a  view 
of  taking  up  House  bill  (No.  40.'))  to  enable  the 
President  to  execute  the  third  article  of  the  recent 
treaty  with  Mexico.  We  have  a  very  short  time 
in  which  we  can  act  upon  that  bill,  and  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  act  upon  it  in  one  way  or  the 
other  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Before  that  motion  is  put, 
I  desireto  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  olTer  the  following  resolution: 

Rttolrtd.  Thai  tlie  Presidenlof  the  United  Slafii  be,  and 
he  is  hcretiy,  fequ»»«lifil,  if  not  incnimisttml  wild  itie  public 
intt'rr-t>t,  m  coiiiintiriic.iln  In  Itiis  Hoiisi;  cnpierf  of  ail  in- 
«trucliniiii  lo  itur  Minister  lo  Mf  xicn,  Mr.  Gadsden,  and  nf 
nil  C(irrL>iipond<>Kce  bfiween  liiifi  (Government  and  him, 
tntifhing  nr  cttiicijrnini!  liltt  treaty  between  lilts  (jovern- 
menl  and  Mexico,  ttf  the  30Ul  of  Dec^miM:r  last,  and  llie 
■ubject-tnalter  thereof. 

Mr.  HOU.STON.  I  object  to  that  resolution. 
It  comes  here  too  late  for  the  House  to  act  upon  it. 


Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  offer  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  already  a  motion 
pending  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which 
will  take  precedence  of  the  gentleman's  motion. 
Both  motions  being  of  equal  dignity,  the  one  first 
made  must  be  first  put. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  have  a  question  to  make 
which,  I  think,  will  take  precedence  of  both  mo- 
tions. I  propose  now  to  make  the  motion  of 
which  I  gave  notice  some  days  ago,  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House.  It  is  one  which,  I  appre- 
hend, takes  precedence  of  all  other  motions,  and 
especially  does  it  take  precedence  of  that  now 
made,  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  this  bill.  If  I  am  right  in 
my  apprehension  of  the  dignity  and  of  the  obli- 

fations  which  attach  to  the  privilege  I  shall  plead, 
will  go  on  and  state  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  hear  the  gen- 
tleman's mtition  before  he  decides  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  have  reduced  to  writing  the 
points  of  privilege  which  I  make  to  the  House, 
in  order  to  avoid  any  misconception  or  misap- 
prehension. 

Rttolrcd,  That  the  Hou.e  wiii  not  consider  the  question 
or  apprnf)ri.llin|;  .910,U0l),0U(l  in  carry  into  elTect  tUtt  .Mezican 
treaty  of  Decemiier  :tO,  i&>3,  for  liie  acquifiitinn  of  foreign 
lerrllory,  until  it  tjhail  first  have  enncidered  whether  there 
wa«  a  breach  of  llie  privileKe*  of  this  Hou))«  in  negotialinft 
and  concliidini;  said  treaty  ;  nnr  until  after  liie  llnilse  shall 
have  ubiaineil  full  infurinalion  on  the  negotialtou  and  con- 
clusion of  tiaid  treaty. 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  said  treaty,  depending  for  its  execu- 
tion on  a  law  of  Congress  in  be  passed  on  a  subject  stibmit- 
ted  by  the  ConstitnUon  to  the  power  of  CimKress,  it  is  the 
cnnslitutioiial  ri^hl  and  duty  of  the  tltiu,>e  of  Representa- 
tives to  deliberate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
carryini;  such  treaty  into  etTect,  and  tu  determine  and  act 
thereon,  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be  most  conducive  to 
the  pultlic  good. 

That  is  copied  from  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  year  1796, 
after  President  Washington  had  refused  to  com- 
municate papers  to  the  House  on  thot  subject. 

tMr.  HOUSTON.     If  the  gentleman  is  through 

with  his  question  of  privilege 

'  [Cries  of"  Wait  until  he  is  heard  on  it!"] 

Mr  HOUSTON.  As  far  as  the  gentleman  has 
gone,  I  desire  the  decision  of  the'Chair. 

(Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  in  order,  and  I  know 
what  I  am  doing.  1  have  a  right  to  state  my  point 
to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BENTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Well,  sir,  I  want  the  de- 
cision of  the  Speaker  whether  the  question  of  tht 
gentleman  from  Missouri  is  such  a  question  of 
privilege  as  will  arrest  the  privileged  motion 
which  I  have  submitted  for  the  adoption  of  the 
House  i 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  prefers  first  to 
hear  the  additional  resolution.  Tnere  were  three 
of  them,  as  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  an- 
niytnced.  The  Chair  will  then  be  able  to  decide 
at  once. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  will  excuse  the  Chair  from  indicating 
that  remarks  should  be  dispensed'with  untiPthe 
question  of  order  or  privilege  is  presented. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Yes,  sir;  good.  The  third 
resolution  is  as  follows: 

Retolveii,  That  the  admissinn  of  new  States  into  the 
Union  beiiic  a  tiueslion  exelu-iveiy  ftrnnled  to  Coiifiress  by 
the  Constitution,  any  treaty  stipntation  for  the  ae(|iiisition 
of  foreign  territory  with  a  rigtil  lo  be  admitted  as  a  Stale, 
without  auihorization  from  t'ongress,  is  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  that  body,  a  violation  of  tile  Constitution,  and 
illeitai  and  void. 

Kf«o/red,  That  a  purchase  of  foreign  territory  by  the 
Pedernl  Guvernmeni  not  -having  been  provided  for  in  the 
Cnnstitulinn,  a  concurrence  (if  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive departments  of  ihe  Government— the  former  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  the  latter  by  a  treaty  stipulation — is  necessery 
to  the  ennstininiation  of  the  act,  and  has  been  so  held  in 
the  purchase  of  Ltiuisiana,  Florida,  and  California. 

ile,otl^erf,  That  Ihe  House  of  Representatives  has  a  right 
to  the  intbrinntinn  which  would  enable  it  to  judge  the 
merjb*  of  the  Mexican  treaty  in  itsIegtslaUve  consideration 
thereof;  and  that  the  President  be  respectfully  requested 
to  furnisif  lo  the  House  of  Itepresentalives  a  copy  of  the 
instrurtinns  under  which  the  same  was  negotiated,  and  of 
the  correspondence  to  which  it  gave  rise,  and  of  all  other 
papers  eoiineeted  with  the  subject— the  said  copies  to  be 
cnininunteated  conlidr'nlially,  il',  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  Pres- 
ident, the  public  good  may  nut  admit  of  their  nresent  pub- 
lication. 

Tlitse  are  the  points,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  the  matter 


introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is 
rather  for  the  consideration  of  the  body, in  connec- 
tion with  the  bill  referred  to,  than  for  the  deci.iion 
of  the  Chair,  as  a  question  of  privilege.  If,  for 
any  reason,  the  gentleman  from  .Missouri  should 
propose  to  impeach  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  ofiicer,  it  would  not  be  for  the 
Chair  to  inquire  into  the  validity^of  the  reasons 
given;  but  the  proposition  itself  would  involve  a 
I  question  of  high  privilege,  and  would  take  preced- 
ence. The  Chair,  therefore,  overrules  the  ques- 
tion of  privilege  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
j  Missouri,  being  unable  to  see  in  the  papers  pre- 
I  sented  any  question  of  privilege,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  ha°  done. 

The  question  now  recurs  upon  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

xMr.  CAMPBELL.  Would  it  be  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Missouri  to  submit  his 
question  of  privilege.' 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  already  pending  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  which  will  take  pre- 
cedence of  any  motion  to  suspend  for  another 
purpose. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  suggest,  then,  ihataf^er 
that  motion  is  disposed  of,  a  motion  be  made  lo 
suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  submit  his  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  would  in- 
quire  whether  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  the  House  lo  consider 
a  resolution  which  may  be  offered  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  Il  would  not  be  in  order. 
The  Chair,  upon  a  former  occasion,  stated  that  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  go  ihto  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  introduction 
of  a  bill,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  were  of  equal 
dignity,  and  would  be  so  considered  by  the  Chair, 
and  put  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  were 
made. 

Mr.  WASH  BURN.  I  would  ask  the  Chair  if 
he  did  not  decide,  that  inasmuch  as  the  rules  of  the 
House  could  not  be  suspended  except  upon  Mon- 
day, a  motion  for  that  purpose  would  take  preced- 
ence .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  only  indicated  at 
the  moment  such  a  view  of  the  subject,  but  cor- 
rected it  very  soon  after  he  made  the  decision. 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  I  desire  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  to  yield  me  the 
floor  for  a  few  minutes  lo  make  a  statement.  It 
has  no  relation  to  the  matter  now  before  the  House. 
I  have  received  some  information  lately,  which 
renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  go  home  at  an 
eaily  day.  What  I  desire  to  say  will  not  occupy 
more  than  four  or  £ve  minutes;  and  probably  I 
may  not  trouble  the  House  soon,  if  at  all,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  session.  ' 

Cries  (if  "Agreed!"     "Agreed!"] 

"r.  HOUSTON.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  being  allowed  to  make 
the  statement  he  desires  to  make,  if  it  gives  rise 
10  no  dtbale, 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  It  is  merely  to  make  a 
statement. 

General  assent  was  expressed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  ETHERIDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will 
slate  to  the  House  that  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper 
which,  had  it  been  forwarded  to  me  at  an  earlier 
day,  I  should  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting to  this  body.  Il  did  not  reach  me,  how- 
ever, until  this  morning.  Il  is  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  adopted 
in  February,  1854.  It  relates  to  a  subject  which  I 
shall  bring  before  the  House  whenever  I  can  do  so 
consistently  with  the  other  public  business  which 
is  now  before  us,  and  which,  under  the  rules,  will 
have  to  be  first  considered.  I  beg  leave  to  stale 
the  contents  of  the  paper  very  briefly,  and, let  it 
go  to  the  Clerk's  desk.  I  will  not  insisl  on  its 
being  read. 

The  House  will  recollecl  that  some  time  aga 
Congress  ceded  to  the  Stales  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas  a  vast  quantity  of  low  swamp  lands. 
In  consequence  of  such  cession,  these  Slates  have 
leveed  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
the  result  has  been  to  increase  the  amount  of 
overHow  on  the  led  bank  of  the  river.    In  coit- 
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sequence  thereof,  n  large  number  of  my  eonstitu- 
enta  have  been  malerinlly  injured  by  means  of  the 
f  Incrteaed  quantity  of  wiiier  thrown  nn  their  lands 
tin  that  portion  of  Tennessee.    The  Legislature  of 
I'the  Slate  has  therefore  odopted  «  memorial  pray- 
\i»g  Congress  to  tnke  the  matter  into  consideration. 
I  will  simply  say  that  the  action  of  Congress,  in 
tfeeding  these  lands  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  end 
Itvhich  led  to  lireeing  the  right  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi  river,  opposite  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
"Tias  caused  great  injury  to  that  portion  of  my  con- 
ktituents  who  own  lands  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
lissisaippi  river;  and  at  the  proper  time,  when  I 
Fran  do  so  consistently  with  the  other  public  busi- 
rness,  I  shall  bring  the  matier  before  the  House, 
(nd  shall  moat  respectfully  ask  the  House  to  take 
the  whole  subject  into  consideration.    In  the  mean 
time  I  content  myself  with  simply  presenting  this 
tmemoriul,   and   asking  that  it   may    be  printed, 
tnd,  for  the  present,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
?ublic  Lands. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.    PECK  HAM.     1    would    ask    the  Chair 

whether,  after  we  have  got  into  the  Committee  of 

the   Whole  on   the  state  of  the  Union,  either  of 

tliese  resolutions  ofTered  by  the  gentleman   from 

(Missouri  and  myself  can  be  introduced  or  adopted.' 

The  SPEAKER.     Neither  of  them,  can    be 

Hadnpted  after  the  House  has  gone  into  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 

'Mr.  Hodston;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon  resolved  itself  into  the 
f  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
P(Mr.  DuxKY  ill  the  chair.) 

THE  MEXICAN  TREATY. 

Mr.  HOUS;^ON.  Mr.  Chairman,  Imovethht 
iheciviland  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  be  laid 
Bside  for  the  present,  and  that  the  committee  take 
op  bill  of  this  House,  No.  405,  "to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  lo  execute  the  third 
krticle  of  the  recent  treaty  with  Mexico." 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  would  inquireif  that  bill 
^i*  the  bill  next  in  order  upon  the  Calendar  aSitr 
he  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.' 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Then  1  ask  if  it  is  in  nirler 
"Wbr  the  rximmittee  to  lay  aside  all  the  bills  before 
that  one  by  one  motion  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  inquire  of 
the  Chair  whether  it  is  in  order  to  lay  aside  this 
bill,  tind>take  up  the  bill  indicated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  without  previously  laying 
aside  all  ihe  other  bills,  one  at  a  lime .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  remark, 
thot  it  will  be  found  that,  Bccoi-ding  to  the  80ih  rule 
of  the  House,  appropriation  bills  have  precedence 
over  all  other  hills  on  the  Calendar.  They  stand 
in  the  position  of  privileged  bills. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  ask  that  the  rule  may 
be  read. 

The  rule  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  General  apiirnprtr^iion  billii  slialt  be  in  ord*rr  in  prefer- 
ence tn  niiy  ntlrt'r  l)ilU  of  a  piihlio  nature,  unlesi  otherwise 
ordi-rrd  by  a  ninjority  of  the  House." 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  My  int^uiry  is,  whether 
this  bill  is  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  general 
ftpproprintion  bill .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  no  hesita- 
tion in  deciding  that  it  is. 

The  Chair  will  hold,  in  the  present  case,  that 
the  first  question  pending  before  the  committee  is 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  aside  rhe  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill.  If  that  question  should  be  decidetl  in 
theaflirmattve.the  question  will  then  arise,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  just  read,  upon  laying  aside  such 
general  appropriation  bills  as  stand  upon  the  Cal- 
endar, intervening  between  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill  and  the  bill  indicated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama;  and  all  other  bills,  being  inferior 
bills,  will  be  passed  over  as  a  matter  of  coarse. 

The  question  vn»  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  aside  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill;  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  to  take  up  bill 
No   405. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
-impression  that  the  true  construction  of  the  80th 
nile  will  require  a  special  motion  to  dispose  of  the 
bills  intervening  between  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
bill  and  bill  No.  405,  to  which  the  gentleman  re- 
fers. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  if  the  Chair  will  re-' 
tiecta  moment  h'e-«rill  agree  with  me  in  my  riev 


of  this  matter.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Way's  and  Means,  or  any  gentleman  who  has 
the  management  of  an  ajiproprintion  bill,  hos 
been,  by  universal  consent  niid  the  practice  of 
this  House,  allowed  to  indicate  the  bill  he  de- 
sired to  take  up.  Such  has  been  the  universal 
practice.  The  appropriation  bills  have  precedence 
over  other  bills;  ond  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  has  always  been  al- 
lowed the  privilege  of  indicating  the  order  in 
which  he  desires  to  have  them  taken  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
what  the  practice  has  been;  but  objection  being 
now  made  to  such  disposition  of  the  bills  upon 
the  Calendar,  the  Chair  is  compelled  to  carry  out 
the  proper  construction  of  the  rule,  as  he  under- 
stands It. 

Mr.STEPHENS.ofQeorgia.  Thelatlerclau.se 
of  the  78th  rule  settles  that  matter.   The  rule  says: 

"  In  prtrparing  billti  of  apprnprmlionfl  for  other  object,), 
the  Cuininltt«>!  ol'  Way^  Biid  Sf  Venn  Hhall  not  include  appni 
pnationx  for  corryini;lntoetri^cllrealipB  iiiad(;h>'  the  Ihiilcd 
l^tati.-s  ;  and  where  au  a|iprii)>iiulinn  bill  Hbali  be  referred 
10  ilieiii  for  their  cun^ideraiion  which  eoulaina  appropria. 
tiins  lur  earryirig  a  irt.-iily  inlacfTecl,  and  for  olher  objecitt, 
Ihey  Khali  propiMe  hueli  aiiiendinonla  a'4  slmll  prevent  ap- 
propnHlions  for  earryinji  a  treaty  into  effect  iMring  included 
in  tile  iaiiic  lull  wiiJi  aiiproprialioiii,  ibr  other  objecu." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  there  is  no  objection. 
1  hope  the  Chair  will  put  the  question  upon  taking 
up  the  bill  I  have  indicated. 

The  question  was  put;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  lo. 

House  bin  (No.  405)  "to  enable  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican 
Republic,  of  the  3Uth  of  December,  1853,  as 
amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States," 
was  accordingly 'taken  up  and  read  in  txtenm. 

It  provides  that  gl0,0O0,OUO  be  appropriated,  lo 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  fulfill 
the  stipulation  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Re- 
public, of  December  30,  1853,  as  subsequently 
amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales;  of 
Which  sum  $7,000,000  are  to  be  paid  on  the  ex- 
change of  the  raiifi.ations  of  said  treaty,  and  the 
reir.  at  nine  $3,000,000  as  soon  as  the  boundary  liile 
■hall  be  surveyed,  marked,  and  eetablished. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "treaty,"  in 
the  eleventh  line,  as  follows: 

And  the  remaining  three  mtllionaacfionn  an  the  iMiindttry 
line  Hhall  be  surveyed,  inarlced,  and  establiHhed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  offer  this  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  up  the  bill,  in  the  proper  form, 
for  discussion.  The  bill  which  has  just  been 
read,  as  well  as  themessageof  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  accompanying  the  treaty,  were  laid 
upon  the  tables  of  the  members  of  the  House  on 
Fridoy  orSnturday  last;  and,  therefore,  it  would 
be  useless  for  me  to  remind  the  committee  that, 
arx;ording  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  itself, 
the  ratifications  have  to  be  exchanged  by  the30lh 
of  this  month,  thus  leaving  but  a  very  few  days 
for  the  action  of  this  House  in  making  the  appro- 
priation proposed  in  this  bill,  if  the  House  intend 
to  make  ii  at  all.  I  offer  these  remarks  for  the 
pu/^ose  of  cMming  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  speedy  oction  upon  the  bill.  If  they  pro- 
pose to  make  the  appropriation,  it  must  be  made 
before  the  30ih  of  June. 

I  have  the  right,  under  the  rules,  to  open  the 
debate  on  this  bill,  as  well  as  to  close  i' ;  but,  con- 
sidering the  circumstonces,  and  as  I  desire  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  House  to  teririinate  general  dis- 
cussion on  the  measure  so  early  as  to-morrow 
morning,  I  shall  forbear  any  remark  now,  in  the 
commencement  of  any  investigation  which  may 
grow  out  of  this  appropriation,  intending  to  reply 
at  the  close  of  the  debate  to  such  objections  as  may 
be  presented  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.  1 
have  moved  the  amendment;  it  is  now  in  order  to 
debate  the  bill,  and  I  yield  the  floor  to  other  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Chairman,  1 
want  to  make  one  motion.  1  do  not  ejtpecl  to 
make  a  speech  on  the  bill;  but  I  now  submit  the 
motion  lo  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  it, not 
with  any  view  of  defeating  the  measure — fori  ex- 
pect to  vote  for  it — but  in  order  that  no  other 
motions  may  be  made  until  we  get  through  it. 

I  said  that  I  expected  to  vote  for  this  bill,  not, 
however,  because  I  believe  that  I  am  botind  to 
rote  the  money  because  the  Prwrdent  and  Senate 


of  the  United  States  have  made  a  trealy  with  Mex- 
ico, in  which  it  is  promised  to  be  paid  that  nation. 
I  entertain  no  such  doctrines.    I  hold  that  I  am  as 
free,  that  every  member  of  this  body,  and  that  the 
House  itself,  is  as  free  in  voting  on  this  bill,  to  reject 
it  if  the  treaty  does  not  meet  their*approbation,aa 
to  reject  the  most  trifling  and  ordinary  oppropria- 
lion   which  may   be  brought   into   Congress.     I 
shall  vote  for  it,  not  in  consideration  of  ihe  small 
amount  of  land  that  we  are  to  get,  but  becjiuse  the 
tiVaty  abrogates  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidolgo  of  February,    184S,  and 
1  releases  us  from  all  tTie  obligations,  real  and  sup- 
I  posed,  and  all  the  applications  and  harrassmenrs 
for  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians  frnm 
'  our  side  of  the  line.     It  is  to  get  clear  of  our  obli- 
gations under  the  eleventh  article  of  that  trealy  of 
1848  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  bill,  and  not  because 
I  feel   myself  at  afl   bound   to  do  it  because  the 
treaty  has  l)*en  made. 
I      Mr.  GROW  obtained  the  floor,  bntyielded  lo 
j       Mr.  BENTON,  who  said  he  thought  the  points 
presented  were  entitled  lo  the  greatest  considera- 
tion.   He  alluded  to  the  fact  that  when  the  Fedeml 
Government  was  framed',  many  objected   to  ihe 
I  Constitution.     The  sagacious  Patrick  Henry  snid 
that  it  ga^e  thesword  and  thepurse  lotheEv-  ' 
I  live.     He  meant  the  unlimited  power  of  r.       , 
:  money,  and  pavies,  and  armies.    With  respect  m 
the  purse,  there  is  a  constitutional  clau.se  which 
confides  to  this  House  the  power  of  originaiine 
1  burdens  on  the  people.     This  power  has  existed 
I  in  England  from  the  time  of  the  Saxon  invasMn. 
He  was  free  losay  he  knew  nothing  worth  snnt:? 
in  the  Constitution,  if  the  Preaideniand  theS^i  iie 
can   lake,  when  they  please,  the  money  of  ihe 
people.     Nothing,   so   help   him    Gud,   is   worth 
I  mving  of  the  Constitution,  if  this  power  is  taken 
away,  as  the  bill  before  Ihe  committee  proposes. 
If  anything  he  could  say  would  induce  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  Ihe  people  to  think  on  this  subject, 
he  should  think  it  one  of  ihc  most  glorious  days 
of  his  political  life,  and  should  rejoice  in  Ihe  cjr- 
cumslance  which  brought  him  here  this  day  lo 
plead  the  privileges  of  the  people  and  the  Consti- 
tution; to  plead  for  the  only  thing  which,  being 
lost,   he  hel4   nothing   in    the  Constitution   was 
worth  preserving. 

He  contended,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
that  when  a  trealy  acts  on  a  subject  wilhm  the 
legislative  power  of  the  House,  the  House  has  the 
authority  and  duty  to  examine  all  the  circnm- 
etances,  and  consider  into  the  txpedia 
pediency  of  the  treaty  precisely  as  the 
requires. 

He  argued  the  constitutional  power  in  retaiion 
to  treaties,  severely  commenting  on  the  message 
of  the  President  communicating  the  recent  treaty, 
saying  the  message  did  nothing  in  the  world  but 
uemand  the  check  of  the  House  for  if 
of  dollars,  and  that  at  brief  notice  u 

days  of  grace.     Giveme  the  money  by '. , 

thai  is  like  "  stand  and  deliver."  He  considered 
that  the  President,  in  negotiating  this  trealy,  had 
invaded  the  privileges  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bayly,  or  Virginia,  ojnalned  the  floor. 
Mr.  BE.NTON.     I  move  an  amendment  in  re- 
lation to  this  $10,000,000. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1  believe  I  have  the  floor;  but  1 
have  every  disposition  to  indulge  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  if  it  does  not  come  out  of  my  time. 
I  have  no  objection  to  his  continuing  his  speech, 
always  supposing  a  similar  privilege  will  d»  ex- 
tended to  me. 

Mr.  HOU.WON.  I  object  to  that.  I  want  do 
similar  privilejes  granted. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Has  not  tj^e  sentleman  from 
Missouri  a  risht  to  move  an  amendment.' 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri has  exhausted  the  hour  allotted  to  him  un- 
der the  niles. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Besides  that,  •','•: 
is  a  proposition  pending  to  strike  out  the  en^^  .  : 
eiauseof  the  bill,  which  Supersedes  all  other  aineno- 
menls. 

TheCHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  did  not  n"'-- 
stand  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  m 
that  motion,  but  merely  os  indicating  his  inic 
to  make  it  hereofter. 
Mr.  JONES.     I  made  Ihe  motion  distinetlv. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.     If  that  motion  ;  '-, 

I  wish  to  raise  a  question  of  order.  1 
dersland  the  gentleman  from  Tenne.i 
rrritting  it. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  advised  by 
the  Clerk  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  did 
make  the  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  did  make  the  motion,  and  1 
made  itforthe  purpose  of  preventing  anymember, 
after  making  an  nour  speech,  from  moving  an 
amendment,  and  thereby  being  enabled  to  go  on 
and  make  another  hour  speech. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  motion  is  entertained, 
I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  ORK.  This  question  of  order  cannot  arise 
now.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly) 
is  upon  the  floor,  and  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  does  not  come  up 
now  for  action. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  hear  the 
point  of  order,  and  decide  it  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  point  is,  that  that 
motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  cannot 
be  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because  it  is 
in  conflict  with  an  express  rule  which  provides 
that  a  bill  shall  be  read  over,  and  be  subject  to 
amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  remark 
thai  the  point  of  order  cannot  be  considered  now, 
because  the  motion  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes 
was  made  some  time  since,  and  the  question  is  not 
now  pending. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  did  not  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order  at  the  time  the  motion  was  made, 
because  the  Chair  did  not  state  the  motion  to  the 
committee,  and  because  it  was  understood  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  only  gave  notice  of 
it;  and  the  Chair  has  this  moment  said  that  he 
did  not  understand  that  the  motion  was  made. 
And  now,  the  very  first  moment  after  the  Chair 
announces  to  the  committee  that  such  a  motion  is 
entertained,  I  raise  the  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  was  about  to 
add,  that  so  far  as  the  merits  of  the  point  of  order 
are  concerned,  the  Chair  rules  it  decidedly  against 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  By  the  rules  of  this 
House,  as  well  as  by  the  lex  parliamentaria  gen- 
erally,  motions  to  amend  all  matters  under  consid- 
eration are  in  order  at  the  proper  times.  A  motion 
to  amend  by  striking  out  the  first  section  is  also  in 
order  in  its  proper  time;  and  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause,  covering  all  other  amend- 
ments, is  privileged,  because  it  embraces  them 
all  in  one  question;  and  thus  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  being  considered  and  dis- 
posed of,  if  in  the  affirmative,  precludes  tbe  neces- 
sity of  considering  all  pending  amendments;  if 
decided  in  the  negative,  it  leaves  the  pending 
amendments  for  consideration,  and  leaves  the  mat- 
ter open  for  discussion.  Thus,  in  either  case, 
motions  pending  are  not  prejudiced  by  first  con- 
sidering the  privileged  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause.  The  Chair  accordingly  rules  that 
such  a  motion  is  fh  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  lake  an  appeal  from  that 
decision  of  the  Chair.  I  never  have  known  any 
precedent  for  it,  except  upon  the  Nebraska  bill, 
when  the  honornblegentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Stephens]  made  the  motion.     I  think  it  is  an  im- 

f>ort8nt point  to  have  settled,  looking  to  the  legis- 
Btion  of  the  future.  I  ask  that  the  rule  may  be 
read  which  provides  that  bills  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  shall  be  read  and  considered 
section  by  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  gentleman,  that  the  119th 
rule  provides,  in  express  language,  that  a  motion 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  shall  take  preced- 
ence of  all  motions  to  amend. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wish  the  rule  read  which 
provides  that  all  bills  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  shall  be  read,  and  then  considered  sec- 
tion by  section.  I  have  it  in  my  hand,  and,  with 
the  consent  of  the  committee,  will  read  it  myself; 
and  then  I  will  show  that  the  rule  just  cited  by 
the  Chair  refers  to  the  action  of  the  House  proper, 
and  not  to  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  gentleman  desires 
to  debate  the  appeal,  the  Chair  will  first  stale  Ih* 
question.    The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
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Jones]  moved  to  amend  the  pending  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  enacting  clause.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  takes  exception  to  this  motion,  upon  the 
ground  that  there  are  no  precedents,  and  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  in  conflict  with  another  rule  which 
he  read  to  the  committee.  The  Chair  overrules 
the  question  of  order,  upon  the  ground  that  a  rule 
of  the  House  expressly  declares  that  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  shall  take 
precedence  of  all  motions  to  amend.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  appeals  from  this  decision ,  and  the 
question  is,  ■■  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  committee.'" 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  now  read  the  127tjj  rule, 
to  which  1  have  referred.     It  is  as  follows: 

"  Upon  bills  conimiiied  to  a  Conimiltec  of  the  Whole 
House,  (be  bill  shall  be  first  read  tbroughuul  by  the  Clerk, 
and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clauses,  leaving  Uie  pre- 
amble to  be  last  considered  :  the  body  of  tlie  hill  shall  not 
be  defaced  or  interlined;  but  all  amcndinenls,  noting  llie 
page  and  line,  shall  be  duly  entered  by  the  Clerk  on  a  sepa- 
rate paper,  as  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee, 
and  so  reported  to  the  House,  .\lter  report,  the  bill  shall 
an^D  be  subject  irr  be  debated  and  amended  by  clauses,  be- 
fore a  question  to  engross  it  be  taken." — ^pritl,  1789. 

Now,  I  desire  to  propound  to  the  Chair  the 
question  whether  it  is  not  his  duty,  and  the  duty 
of  the  House,  in  giving  a  construction  to  its  rules, 
to  construe  them  so  that  all  the  rules  may  stand 
when  there  is  a  seeming  conflict  between  them^ 
Now,  if  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  a  motion 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill  is  in  oMtT 
in  Committee  of  the  WholAe  correct,  I  ask  if  it 
does  not  amend  and  abolish  the  rule  I  have  just 
read.'  I  maintain  that  the  119th  rule  is  applicable 
to  the  action  of  the  Hoiise  only,  and  not  to  that 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  how  this 
discussion  came  before  the  committee.'  Is  not 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Bayly]  entitled  to  the  floor? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  pending. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in 
order  in  debating  the  question  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  debate  the  question. 

Mi;.  MILLSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  with  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  connection  in 
which  the  rule  just  read  stands  with  the  original 
rule  of  which  it  was  formerly  a  part.  I  regret 
that  this  point  has  been  presented  to-day,  although, 
believing  that  it  is  of  very  questionable  propriety 
to  allow  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a 
bill  referred  to  them,  and  thus  to  cut  onfall  amend- 
ments, there  was  a  consultation  between  some  of 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  as  to  the 
e^ed  iency  of  reporting  a  new  rule  forbidding  any 
such  thing  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  case  it 
should  be  decided  that  it  may  now  be  done.  This 
is  not  the  proper  time  for  stating  the  reasons  for 
our  opinions. 

But,  sir,  as  the  question  is  raised — a  question 
involving  the  correct  construction  of  the  rules  of 
the  House — I  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Chair  that 
the  rule  which  was  just  now  read  was  adopted  as 
early  as  1622.  He  will  find  by  referring  to  it  that 
the  date  of  its  original  enactment  is  1822.  Now  I 
shall  read  from  Jefferson 's  Manual,  or  rather  from 
the  rules  of  the  House  bound  up  with  Jefferson's 
Manual — the  volume  brought  here  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton]— I 
shall  read,  I  say,  the  original  rule,  forthe  purpose 
of  showing  that  from  the  whole  context,  that  part 
of  it  relied  on  by  the  Chair  was  obviously  in- 
tended to  apply  only  to  proceedings  in  the  House, 
and  not  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  yield 
to  his  colleague.' 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  wish  first  to  read  the  rule 
to  which  1  refer. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  beg  to  know  how  the  floor 
was  taken  from  me  after  I  was  recognized. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  explain. 
By  his  inadvertence   the   pending  question  was 


omitted  to  be  stated  to  the  committee.  In  endeavor- 
ing 10  correct  that  error,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  rose  to  a  question  of  order  as  to 
the  propriety  and  legality  of  that  question.  The 
Chair  decided  the  point  of  order  against  the  gen- 
tleman, and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  the 
floor,  pending  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  on  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  These  rules  are  contained  in 
a  book  printed  in  the  year  1837.*  A  part  of  the 
rule  which  I  am  now  about  to  read  will  be  found 
in  the  exact  language  of  the  rule  read  from  the 
Chair,  but  is  in  a  different  connection.  I  read  it 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  when  that 
rule  was  originally  made  in  1S22,  it  was  intended 
to  apply  only  to  proceedings  in  the  House,  and 
not  to  those  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
is  as  follows: 

"  When  a  question  is  under  debate  no  molion  stiall  be 
received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  previous 
question,  to  postpone  to  n  day  certain,  to  commit  or  amend, 
to  po.4lpone  indetinitely,  which  several  moUous  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  arrnnged.  And  do 
molion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit,  or  to  post- 
pone  indeftnitely,  being  decided,  shall  be  again  allowed  on 
tbe  sumo  day,  and  at  the  same  stage  of  the  bill  or  proposi- 
tion. A  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  a  bill 
shall  have  precedence  of  a  mounn  to  amend  ;  and,  if  ear- 
ried,  shall  be  considered  equivalent  to  its  rejection." 

Here,  sir,  it  appears  that  the  rule  on  which  the 
Chair  has  just  decided  this  motion  to  be  in  order, 
is  found  in  immediate  connection  with  provisions 
obviously  applicable  to  the  House,  and  not  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Let  me  analyze  its  provisions  for  a  moment. 
When  a  question  is  untJer  debate,  what  is  to  be 
done.'  "No  motion  shall  be  received  but  to  ad- 
journ;" that  cannot  be  done  in  committee.  "To 
lie  on  the  table;"  that  cannot  be  done  in  commit- 
tee. "For  the  previous  question;"  that  cannot 
be  demanded  in  committee.  "To  postpone  to  a 
day  certain;"  that  cannot  be  done  in  committee. 
"To  commit;"  that  cannot  be  done  in  committee. 
"Toamend;"  that  may  be  done  in  committee,  but 
in  the  House  also.  ■■To  postpone  indefinitely;" 
that  cannot  be  done  in  committee.  "  Which  sev- 
eral motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  arranged."  And  so  the  rule  goes 
on: 

'*A  motion  to  strike  out  the  cnncUngwordsof  abill  shall 
liave  precedence  of  a  motion  to  amend ;  and,  if  carried,  shall 
be  equivalent  to  its  rejection. " 

It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  rule  contemplated 
proceedings  in  the  House  exclusively,  unless  we 
can  suppose  that  it  intended  to  authorize  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  adjourn,  and  demand  the 
previous  question,  as  well  as  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  words  of  a  bill. 

For  these  reasons,  I  contend  that  it  is  not  in 
order,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill;  and  it  was 
so  held  some  time  during  the  last  Congress,  when 
I  myself  inadvertently  submitted  such  a  motion. 
I  regret  that  the  question  has  arisen  at  this  time; 
for  I  would  prefer  that  the  more  important  ques- 
tions involved  in  the  bill  under  consideration 
should  be  discussed  without  interruption.  Be- 
lieving, however,  that  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  is  out  of 
order,  I  shall  vote  to  sustain  the  appeal, which  has 
been  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  I  should  like 
to  have  the  34lh  rule  read,  which  was  adopted 
some  twenty  years  afler  the  1 19th  rule,  and  wnich 
seems  to  me  to  place  this  question  beyond  all 
doubt. 

The  34th  rule  was  then  read,  as  follows: 
"34.  No  member  shall  occupy  more  than  one  hour  in 
debate  on  any  question  in  the  House,  or  in  committee  ;  hut 
a  member  reporting  the  measure  under  consideration  from 
a  committee  may  open  ai!d  close  the  debate :  provided,  that 
where  debate  is  closed  by  ordrr  of  the  House,  any  member 
shall  be  allowed,  in  committee,  five  minutes  to  explain  any 
amendment  he  may  offer,  after  which  any  member  who 
shall  first  obtain  the  floor  shall  be  allowed  to  S[Teak  five 
minutes  in  opposition  to  it,  and  there  shall  be  no  furUier 
debate  on  the  amendment;  but  the  same  privilege  on  de- 
bale  shall  be  allowed  in  favor  of  and  .igainstany  amend- 
tnent  that  may  be  oHered  to  Uie  amendment;  aiid  neither 
the  amendment  nor  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  shall 
be  withdrawn  by  the  mover  thereof,  unless  by  the  unani 
mous  consent  of  the  coramillee." 

^^^D^itized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
clearly  implied  from  that  rule  that  any  member  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  has  a  right  to  offer  an 
amendment,  and  to  apeak  upon  ii,  which  right  he 
certainly  cannot  have  if  the  119th  rule  is  to  be 
construed  as  the  Chair  has  now  construed  it.  It 
is  clearly  inconsistent  with  the  119ih  rule.  I 
would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  this 
fact,  that  if  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  susiained  ' 
now,  it  is  compeunt  for  a  majority  at  any  time, 
whether  in  committee  or  in  the  House,  to  suspend 
all  debate  upon  any  question,  n»  matter  how  im- 
portant it  maybe.  In  the  House,  the  previous 
question  can  be  called  by  a  majority-  In  the 
House,  by  a  majority,  debate  may  be  terminated  . 
at  any  time;  and  now,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
under  this  construction  of  the  rules,  all  debate 
may  be  terminated  under  the  five-minute  rule;  so 
that  it  is  competent  for  a  majority  at  any  time,  in 
the  Housf  or  in  committee,  to  stifle  all  discussion 
upon  the  most  important  questions  that  can  possi-  | 
bly  come  before  the  House  and  the  country. 

This  is  a  question  of  that  character — a  question 
upon  which  many  gentlemen,  undoubtedly,  desire 
to   speak,  and  many  to  obtain    information.     I 
would  like  to  say  something  about  it,  and  I  do  not 
like  the  reflection  that  a  new  decision  made  here 
would  deprive  me,  and  those  interested    in   the 
question,  of  the  right  of  expressing  our  opinions 
in  regard  to  it,  or  of  the  privilege  of  deriving  in- 
formation from  others.     This  treaty  may  be  cor- [ 
rect.     It  may  be  one  which   I  ought  to  vole  for;    ' 
but  I  want  to  know  what  it  is;  and  I  want  to  | 
know  something  in  relation  to  the  reasons  which  I 
have  induced  the  President  ana  Senate  to  make 
it. 

I  havealluded  to  this  thine,  Mr.  Chairman,  not 
perhaps  strictly  in  order,  but  as  showing  how 
important  questions — questionsof  the  deepest  im-  ' 
portance — may  come  up,  and,  if  this  decision  is 
enforced,  we  will  have  to  vote  upon  them  without 
an  opportunity  being  afforded  to  any  man  here  to 
say  one  word  in  relation  to  them.  (Questions  in- 
volving the  existence  of  the  nation;  questions  of 
the  highest  importance;  questions  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  the  whole  country,  may  be,  if  this  con- 
struction of  the  rule  be  sustained,  carried  through 
this  House  without  affording  an  opportunity  to 
any  man  to  say  a  word.  For  this  reason,  I  think 
that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  cannot  be  consistent 
with  the  rules  of  the  House — cannot  be  consistent 
with  any  rules  which  the  House  ever,  at  any  time, 
meant  to  adopt,  and  cannot  be  correct. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  rule  which 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  WAMtBCRN] 
cites — the  34th  rule — has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  of  this  case.  That  rule  secures  to  every 
member,  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
right  to  ofler  any  amendment  he  may  desire,  which 
is  in  order,  and  make  a  five  minute  speech  upon 
it.  It  does  not  secure  to  him  the  right  to  offer 
any  amendment  which  is  not  in  order.  Well,  if 
this  be  the  rule  of  the  House,  that  a  member  may 
offer  an  amendment  when  it  is  in  order,  of 
course  it  does  not  follow  that  any  such  right  is 
thereby  secured  to  offer  an  amendment  and  speak 
upon  it  when  it  is  not  in  order.  So  much  for  the 
argumentof  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [.Mr.  Millson]  says  it 
18  not  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
words  of  a  bill  when  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  ll9lh  rule,  he 
says,  does  not  apply  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  is  his  position.  He  admits  that 
it  does  apply  to  the  House. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  of  this  com- 
mittee, to  the  ]34lh  rule  of  the  House,  which  ex- 
pressly pays  that  all  the  rules  of  proceedings  in 
the  House  shall  be  observed  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable, 
except  the  rule  limiting  the  times  of  speaking. 
Here  it  is: 

"134.  The  roles  of  proceeding!  In  Ihe  House  rliall  be  oti- 
sen'ed  in  Cooimillee  of  tlie  Whole  HouHe  no  far  a»  liiey 
niay  be  applicable,  except  the  rule  linniing  tbe  limes  or 
speakint;,  (April  7, 17B9;)  but  no  inen>t)tir  i>hBll  speak  iwice 
to  any  question  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall 
have  spoken."— X>«cci»»<T  17, 1805. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  rules  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  But  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  whether  the  34th  rule  does  not 
imply  a  right,  on  the  part  of  any  member,  to  move 
an  amendment  which  is  in  order  .> 


Mr.  STEPHENS.  It  does,  oral  least  it  has 
nothing  in  it  restrictive  of  such  right. 

Mr.  WASH  BURN.  Then,  if  there  is  another 
rule  which  declares  that  no  amendment  shall  be  in 
order,  are  not  these  rules  inconsistent.' 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  If  the  gentlem^i  will  allow 
me  to  say,  if  a  member  gels  the  floor,  and  makes 
a  motion,  under  the  rules,  in  order,  which,  under 
the  rules,  cuts  off  any  other  moiion  lo  amend, 
and  brings  the  House  lo  a  vote  on  the  question ,  of 
course  there  is  no  inconsistency  in  the  rules  which 
provide  for  this  proceeding.  That  is  my  answer 
to  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  It 
would  not  be  in  order,  after  a  member  had  got  the 
floor,  and,  under  the  119th  rule,  miide  a  motion 
which  would  out  off  a  motion  to  amend,  lo  make 
the  latter  motion,  until  the  committee  had  voted 
on  the  first  one;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee should  vote  in  favor  of  the  moiion  provided 
for  by  the  119th  rule.then  all  further  amendments 
and  [tuitions  to  amend  would  be  cut  off.  That  is 
the  rule  of  the  House.  Any  gentleman  has  the 
right  to  offer  an  amendment,  so  long  as  it  is  in 
order  under  the  rules  of  the  House;  but  he  is  not 
permitted  to  offers  single  motion  which  is  not  in 
order,  unless  by  unanimous  consent.  .Now  the 
gentleman  who  preceded  him  in  this  argument 
[Mr.  Campbell]  says,  as  did  the  gentleiiinn  from 
Virginia,  [.Mr.  Millson,]  that  thf  llSlh  rule  is 
only  intended  to  apply  to  the  House,  and  not  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  am  astonished  at 
'  that  statement.  Why ,  sir,  here  is  the  134tn  rule. 
I  have  read  it.  The  lliith  rule  is  one  of  the  rules 
of  this  House.  Why  is  it  not  applicable  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole?  Where  is  it  excepted? 
Show  the  exception  ? 

l^r.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  not  for  the  reason 
that  it  conflicts  with.the  127th  rule,  and  makes 
that  void  and  of  no  emct. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  127tb  rule  does  not 
apply  to  the  point  in  this  controversy  at  all,  and 
in  no  way  conflicts  either  with  the  119th  or  134th 
rules.     I  will  read  it.     Here  it  is: 

**  Upon  bills  coniniltled  to  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
House,  the  bill  shall  be  flrsi  read  ibroiiihouf  by  tlie  Clerk, 
and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clauses,  leaving  ihe 
preamble  to  be  last  considered." 

That  only  directs  the  usual  order  of  proceeding; 
what  else? 

('  The  bod  v  of  the  bill  shall  not  be  defaced  or  Interlined, 
but  all  ainendinunLs,  noliiig  ihe  pnge  and  line,  i^liatl  be  duly 
entered  by  the  Clerk  on  a  separate  paper,  as  ihe  same  shall 
be  agreed  lo  by  the  commitlfe,  and  so  reported  lo  Uie  House. 
■  After  report,  ilie  bill  shall  again  be  subject  lo  be  debated 
I  and  amended  by  clauses  belbre  a  quesuou  to  engross  it  be 
Uken."— ^prl/7,  1789. 

This  whole  rule  only  points  out  the  order  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  the 
House  where  no  privileged  motion  under  other 
rules  shall  or  may  control  otherwise.  Does  this 
rule  except  the  119th  rule?  Why  the  119th  rule 
I  was  adopted  lon^  after.  And  if  there  were  any 
conflict,  as  there  is  not,  the  old  rule  would  have  lo 
yield  to  the  new  or  later  one.  Why,  sir,  if  the 
gentleman's  construction  of  the  127th  rule  should 
prevail,  we  could  not  move  the  previous  question 
in  the  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee;  for 
the  rule  says:  "  After  report,  the  bill  shall  again 
I  be  subject  to  be  debated  and  amended  by  clauses  I 
before  a  question  to  engross  it  be  taken."  I 

And  this  is  the  legislative  order  of  proceeding 
in  this  House,  unless  some  other  privileged  mo- 
.  lion,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  gives  another 
direction  to  the  proceedings — such  as  the  previous 
question,  moved  and  sustained  by  the  House  on 
the  report — this  would  cut  off  debate  and  amend- 
ment, as  all  very  well  know.  And  every  member 
I  knows  that,  notwithstanding  this  127lh  rule,  it  is 
always  in  order  to  call  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  report  of  the  committee.  So,  notwithstand- 
ing this  127ih  rule,  it  is  always  perfectly  in  order, 
when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  a  bill,  under  the 
1 19th  rule,  which  cuts  off  amendments.  This,  sir, 
is  the  whole  of  it.  And  thjs  ia  oiy  answer  lo  the 
gentleman  from  Onio. 

The  127ih  rule  has  not  inifasirtgle  word  which 
conflicts  with  the  110th  rule.  Each  one  of  them 
has  its  appropriate  nction  in  its  appropriate  place, 
and  harmonizes  perfectly  with  themselves  when 
properly  administered.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  leave 
this  matter  to  rest  solely  upon  my  argument  that 
the  119th  rule,  by  virtue  of  the  134th,  is  applicable 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  well  as  the 


House.     We  have  direct  and  positive  authority, 
and  proof  upon  this  subject. 

Why,  sir,  the  very  history  of  the  119th  rule 
leaves  us  without  a  shadow  of  doubt  upon  this 
point.  What  is  that  history?  The  note  to  the 
rule  gives  its  history.     It  is  this: 

"  In  1814  n  I'ommlllee  of  Mie  Whole  struck  nni  the  «« 
nnd  only  section  of  a  bill,  .ind  so  reported  to  ■ 
.Mr.  Speaker  Cheves  rfluscd  to  receive  ihe  »■-; 
grniind  ihal  it  wti-i  laiitanirimit  lo  a  rcjecuoii  ' 
which  the  coniuiitiee  had  noi  power  to  do." 

That  was  before  the  1 19th  rule  was  adopted. 
Under  the  parliamentary  law  the  committee  bad 
done  that.     The  note  further  says:  • 

"  ^ Her  thitftkut  tif  merit  of  ijuution*  might  he  tetttd 
in  CommUUtofthe  triu>U,rule  Hit  loa.  aioyted." 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  119ih  rule.  It  was 
adopted  to  meet  this  very  case.  The  Presiding 
Oflicer  had  held  that  such  a  motion  could  not  be 
made  in  committee.  The  House  then  (in  1814) 
had  no  such  rule  as  the  119th,  and  it  was  after- 
wards adopted  for  the  very  purpose  of  allowing 
such  a  motion  to  be  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  expfeBsly  for  this  purpose. 

This  119th  rule  has  been  standing  upon  oar 
book  of  rules,  with  this  record  of  its  history,  for 
years,  and  yet  members  who  have  been  here  long 
enough,  one  would  suppose,  to  have  read  the 
rules,  seem  to  have  given  it  no  ottention;  they 
seem  to  have  been  sleeping  over  their  rights,  not 
knowing  the  rules  by  which  they  were  governed; 
and  now,  as  if  waked  from  a  trance,  they  raise  a 
cry  against  this  rule,  as  if  some  new  wonder  had 
been  brought  to  light,  or  some  new  monster 
brought  into  b'ing,  to  oppress  and  crush  them; 
they  have,  sir,  atill  to  live  to  learn,  the  rule  is  a 
good  one — let  il  stand;  the  motion  under  the  rule 
IS  a  legitimate  one;  the  decision  of  the  Chair  sus- 
taining that  motion  is  right — let  that  al«o  stand. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  9^"''*'™*"  "*'" 
not  to  understand  the  effect  of  the  motion  I  have 
made,  it  appears  to  me;  and  certainly  they  do  not 
understand  the  object  I  wished  to  effect  in  making 
that  moiion.  Sir,  the  moiion  to  elrike  out  the 
enacting  clause  does  not  affect  the  debate  at  all, 
because  it  is  itself  a  debatable  question;  and  as 
long  as  that  question  is  pending,  it  is  debatable  in 
this  committee. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  Will  ihegen- 
lleman  allow  me  to  inquire  whether  il  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  committee  to  rise  in  one  hour,  and 
when  in  the  House,  to  terminate  general  debate  in 
five  minutes;  and  whether,  in  that  way,  thepeo- 
1  tleman  does  not  accomplish  the  suppression  of  all 
'  debate  upon  this  question? 

I      Mr.  JONES.     Not  at  all.     The  making  of  this 
j  motion  cannot  precludeany  gentleman  from  making 
I  a  speech  here,  until  the  House  first  adopt*  a  rta- 
qlution  lo  close  the  debate. 
When  1  made  the  motion,  I  distin 
I  that  I  did  not  make  it  for  the  purpose  . 

this  bill,  but  that  1  intended  and  expec: 

I  for  the  bill.     My  object  in  making  it  was  to  pre- 
clude another  motion,  by  which  a  speech  mi:;ht 
I  bedoubled — by  whi-h,  after  a  gentleman  had  made 
I  a  one  hour  speech,  he  could  muve  an  amendment, 

and  then  speak  a  second  hour. 
j      Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.     I  hope  ihe 
gentleman  will  now  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JONES.     No,  air,  I  will  not  withdraw  it 

[  now;  bull  shall  be  willing  to  withdraw  it  whenever 

1  the  debate  is  closed  upon  the  bill.     The  nioti.m 

,  ia  not  amendable.    Il  has  the  same  effect  in  re'tr- 

ence  to  other  motions  being  made  that  an  ameuJ- 

ment  in  the  second  degree  has.     The  gentleman 

from  Alabama  moved  to  amend  the  last  clause  of 

the  bill.     If  a  motion  to  amend  that  amendmfn; 

had  been  made,  it  would  have  had  precisely  u  t 

effect  with  regard  to  other  motions  being  made  as 

that  which  I  have  submitted. 

No  moiion  to  amend  can  be  made  while  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  is  pending, 
as  it  could  noi,  while  an  amendment  to  an  amend- 
ment was  pending,  and,  therefore,  a  second  hmir'j 
speech  could  not  be  made  by  a  gentleman  up.^n 
a  motion  to  amend. 

Sir,  that  is  the  object  1  had  in  view  in  making 
the  motion;  and  I  so  stated  at  the  time  1  made  it. 
Now,  sir,  if  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enn.-tni» 
clause  be  voted  down,  gentlemen  can  then  ?.i  ..n 
with  Hinendinenis  and  with  debate,  uii(' 
minute  rule,  the  same  as  if  it  had  not 
or,  as  I  said,  I  shall  have  RO  objectiu. 
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drawing  the  motion  when  debate  shall  have  been 
closed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  think  no  one  would  at- 
tempt to  impugn  the  motives  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  on  my  right,  in  making 
the  motion  which  he  haa  made.  But,  sir,  the 
very  reasons  that  have  been  assigned  for  making 
it,  are  those  which  would  fail  in  justifying  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  to  which  decision  1  always 
bow  with  that  respect  which  leads  me  to  give  up 
a  large  portion  of  my  own  predilections.  I,  sir, 
am  one  of  those  who  have  been  "slumbering" 
over  those  rules,  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[iVh-.  Stephe.ss]  has  indicated.  I  was  not  awak- 
ened to  their  destructive  force  until  a  few  weeks 
ago,  when  the  duties  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were,  by  a  decision  of  the  Chair,  confirmed 
by  the  committee,  transferred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  Sir,  these  rules  were  made  to 
defend  the  rights  of  the  minority  against  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  majority,  on  which  side  soever  of  the 
House  that  majority  may  be  found — and  I  have 
seen  it  in  its  tyrannical  (orms,  I  believe,  on  both 
sides. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  intention  of  the  gentle- 
man was  to  prevent  any  amendment  from  being 
offered,  and  that  motion  should  be  sustained  by 
the  committee,  we  should  at  once  become  the 
mere  recorders  of  the  high  behests  of  the  Execu- 
tive. How  I  should  vote  on  that  is  a  matter  en- 
tirely different,  so  far  as  regards  the  merits  of  the 
case;  but  so  far  as  regards  the  dependence  of  this 
House,  its  position  as  mere  sayer  of  yea  or  nay 
to  the  behests  of  the  Executive,  it  becomes  ui  all, 
I  think,  to  arrest,  in  some  measure,  the  right  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  discu.ss  the  merits  of 
a.  case,  and  to  offer  amendments  to  every  bill,  so 
long  as  any  amendment  may  be  suggested  by  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor.  I  have  looked  with 
some  care  at  that  rule  which  has  been  read  here, 
and,  taken  in  connection  with  all  the  other  ques- 
tions which  are  associated  with  it,  as  represented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millson,] 
who  spoke  so  clearly  on  the  subject,  1  have  come 
to  the  opinion — which,  indeed,  I  had  always  en- 
tertained— that  it  had  no  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  belongs  to  the  House.  It 
connects  itself  with  other  motions  which  belong 
to  the  House.  It  is  not  competent  for  this  com- 
mittee to  enter  on  any  destruction  of  a  bill  in  the 
forms  set  forth  there.  That  is  the  privilege  of  the 
House.  This,  therefore,  connects  itself  with  the 
high  privilege  of  destroying,  of  killing  a  bill.  It 
becomes  in  itself  a  measure  to  destroy  the  i  ndepend- 
ence  of  the  committee,  from  which  must  emanate 
all  those  amendments  which  connect  themselves 
with  fiscal  appropriations  on  which  the  House  is 
to  act.  I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL  took  the  floor. 
Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  objectto  thegen- 
tleman  from  Ohio  proceeding.  He  has  already 
spoken  three  times  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  did  notfinish  whatlgot 
the  floor  to  say.  I  yielded  the  floor  for  explan- 
ation to  your  colleague,  [Mr.  Millsov,]  and  by 
some  means  or  other  1  lost  it  entirely. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  noten- 
titled  to  the  floor,  if  his  occupying  it  be  objected 
to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  CA.MPBELL.     My  colleague  will  allow 
me  to  say  one  word. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  object  to  the  gentleman's 
speaking  any  more. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  There  seems  to  have  been 
some  misunderstanding  in  reference  to  this  bill; 
for  whenthechairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  asked  us  to  appropriate  $10,000,000 
without  explanation  of  its  purpose,  he  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  last  three  lines. 
Whether  that  motion  of  amendment  was  enter- 
tained by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  I  do  not 
recollect.  If  the  motion  was  entertained,  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  was  out  of  order.  If  not  out  of  order 
here,  there  are  two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of 
■Ways  and  Means  proposing  amendments  and  get- 
ting us  into  diflicnity,  and  squabbling  about  the 
rules  of  the  House  nnd  the  rules  of  the  committee, 
while  we  are  considering  a  matter  of  such  vast 
importance  as  the  one  under  consideration.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  unusual  to  move  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  before  the  bill  Is  at  all  consid- 


ered,    1  do  not  recollect  such  an  instance  during 
my  short  experience  here. 

I  confess  that  I  am  a  little  troubled  to  under- 
stand, after  the  lucid  exposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  what  is  his  object.  1  do  not 
understand  it.  I  wish  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  let  us  have  a  free,  fair,  and  full  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject.  I  for  one  am  ready  to  say, 
that  if  1  see  the  way  clear,  and  feel  it  my  duty,  I 
shall  vote  fur  the  money  required  by  thi>i  bill;  but 
without  sufficient  exposition  of  the  necessity  for 
it,  without  sonielhiiig  more  than  the  chairman  of 
the  Commiiice  of  Ways  and  Means  has  given  us, 
or  than  I  have  seen  from  the  President,  or  any 
of  the  Departments  of  the  Government,  1  shall 
feel  constrained  to  vote  against  the  allowance  of 
$10,000,000  to  carry  out  the  treaty.  1  listened 
most  attentively  to  the  reasons  given  for  this  IK- 
traordinary  position  of  two  gentlemen  who  hold  a 
most  eminent  position  in  this  House,  in  making 
two  such  motions  before  we  discussetl  thi^ues- 
tion  at  all.  1  do  not  yet  understand  the  object  of 
my  friend  from  Tennessee,  in  moving  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  unless  it  be  from  a 
desire  to  prevent  gentlemen  from  discussing  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  allow  me  a  word.  I  distinctly 
stated  that  the  only  object,  and  the  only  effect  of 
the  motion  which!  had  made,  was  to  prevent  a 
gentleman,  when  he  had  made  un  hour  speech, 
from  getting  some  one  else  to  make  a  motion  to 
amend,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  have  another  hour 
upon  that  motion,  thereby  having  two  hours 
instead  of  one.  1  will  say  here,  that  whenever 
we  shall  close  debate  upon  this  bill,  and  whenever 
it  may  be  the  general  wish  to  oS'er  amendments, 
and  to  make  explanations  of  ihem  under  the  five- 
minute  rule,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  I  made 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  I  desire  simply  to  respond 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  by  saying,  that 
1  do  not  know  that  I  should  have  raised  the  ques- 
tion I  did,  had  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
when  he  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clAise,  given  the  pledge  which  he  now  does, 
to  wit:  that  he  will  withdraw  the  motion,  so  that 
the  rule  authorizing  amendments  may  be  in  force. 
But  the  manner  in  which  it  was  presented  was 
simply  this 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Is  tliis  debate  in 
order .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  remind 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  he  can  only  make 
an  explanation. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  cannot  yield  the 
floor  longer.  1  shall  not  detain  the  committee 
long. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Will  my  friend  from  Ohio— 
my  ancient  friend  from  Ohio — [laughter]  allow 
me  to  make  an  appeal  to  him  >  He  has  given  the 
floor  to  his  colleague;  will  he  give  it  to  me? 

Air.  TAYLOR.  I  must  respectfully  decline 
yielding  the  floor  to  my  more  ancient  friend  from 
Virginia,  because  he  did  not  yield  the  floor  to  one 
still  more  ancient,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Bknton,]  when  he  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  give  him  five  minutes  of  his  time.  1 
have  very  little  to  say  upon  questions  of  order; 
for,  after  having  studied  th?  rules  of  this  House 
most  diligently  for  seven  years,  I  must  confess 
that  I  knqw  very  little  about  them.  I  think  the 
Chair  is  wrong  in  the  decision  he  has  made,  and 
I  must  vote  with  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell,] because  there  are  two  amendments  offered 
by  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  pending.  But  I  will  not  trespass  upon  the 
kindness  of  the  committee  longer. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  would  ask  the 
chairman,  if  it  be  in  order,  whether  bolh  of  these 
amendments — the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houstok,]  as  well  as  that 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Jones,] — are  in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Certoinly.  The  Chair, 
with  the  permission  of  the  committee,  will  remark, 
that  any  gentleman  at  all  familiar  with  the  common 
law,  known  as  the  parliamentary  law,  must  be 
aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing  novel  or 
unusual  in  the  pending  motion  as  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  It  is  a  motion  known 
to  all  parliamentary  bodies;  a  motion  known,  I 
repeal,  to  the  common  law,  as  well  as  to  the  writ- 
ten rules  of  the  House.  Now,  my  colleague  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  who  takes  sn  appeal  in 


the  present  case,  has  laid  down  a  true  rule  of  con- 
struction with  respect  to  the  rules.  The  only- 
question,  and  the  one  which  has  to  be  examined 
now,  is,  has  he  [Mr.  Campbell]  applied  his  own 
rule — ihe  rule  of  which  he  speaks — that  istocon- 
sirue  these  apparently  conflicting  rules  together, 
and  see  what  the  meaning  qf  them  is?  Let  him 
apply  that  true  ruleto  the  present  difficulty.  One 
rule  provides  ihata  bill  shall  be  considered  by  sec- 
tions, and  shall  be  open  to  amendment.  Another 
rule  expressly  gives  precedence  to  a  particular 
motion — to  the  motion  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.]  Take  the  princi- 
ple, then,  suggested  by  the  gentlemon  who  takes 
the  appeal,  and  suppose  the  two  rules  to  form  but 
one  rule,  the  first  being  the  body  of  the  rule  and 
the  last  to  have  been  added  to  it  by  way  of  a  pro- 
viso. And  then  we  have  a  rule  providing  that 
the  question  or  subject-matter  shall  be  open  to 
consideration  and  amendment,  section  by  section, 
provided  that  that  amendment  which  proposes  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  shall  have 
precedence  over  all  other  amendments. 

So  stand  the  two  rules  when  considered  together; 
and  the  meaning  and  interpretation  of  them  has 
been  well  illustrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, [Mr.  Stephens,]  who  has  explained  to  Ihe 
House  that  questions  may  differ  in  regard  to  rank 
and  privilege,  as  between  themselves,  and  yet 
that  each,  in  its  appropriate  time,  may  be  strictly 
parliamentary  and  in  order.  As  thus;  A  motion 
to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  is  a 
parliamentary  motion,  and  in  order;  but  a  motion 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  being 
also  a  parliamentary  motion,  and  one  of  higher 
privilege,  it  overrules  and  cuts  off  the  other. 

There  is  nothing  better  known  to  parliamentary 
lawyers,  than  that  privileged  questions — us  in  the 
case  before  us,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  is  a  privileged  question — out- 
ranks and  overrides  other  motions;  and  the  Chair 
would  remark  that  he  believes  no  evil  can  result 
from  the  practice  either;  because  it  willbeobserved, 
if  the  motion  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  prevail,  it  is  the  decision  of  the 
majority — lex  majoris  partis — expressed  against  the 
merits  of  the  bill.  Because,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  has  explained, the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  opens  up 
the  whole  merits  of  the  bill  to  debate,  and  if  the 
House  should  decide  generally  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill  adversely  to  it,  there  is  no  propriety  in 
wasting  the  lime  of  the  House  in  discussing  amend- 
ments which,  being  subsidiary  questions,  are,  of 
course,  of  minor  importance.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  House  should  decide  adversly  to  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  then 
the  committee  can  consider  such  amendments  as 
may  be  proposed  to  it;  and  thus,  in  practice,  all 
the  benefits  that  can  be  derived  from  either  of  the 
rules  will  be  obtained,  and  there  will  certainly  be 
no  conflict  between  them.. 

Now,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mill- 
ion,] who  first  addressed  the  Chair,  quotes  ancient 
rules  of  the  House,  in  which  he  finds'  this  rule 
giving  precedence  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  combined  with  other  motions  which 
can  be  made  in  the  House;  but  he  omitted  to  state 
that  there  are  also  motions  combined  with  it  which 
can  be  made.in  committee  as  well  as  in  the  House. 
He  quotes  one  of  the  ancient  books  to  show  that 
these  motions  can  only  be  made  in  the  House, 
and  that,  therefore,  lliey  are  not  intended  to  bs 
applied  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Now, 
one  rule  of  the  House  expressly  provides  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall 
be  governed  by  the  same  rules  as  those  which 
got!,ern  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  so  far  aa 
they  are  applicable.  But  there  are  a  variety  of 
motions  which  cannot  be  made  in  the  committee, 
to  wit:  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and  so  forth,  as  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  But  if  he  had 
given  an  examination  to  the  very  rule  which  he 
cites,  old  as  it  is,  and  of  no  authority,  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  because  obsolete,  he  would  have  found 
connected  with  it,  also,  motions  which  could  be 
made  in  committee,  thus  showing  that  this  rule 
applied  to  matters  in  order  in  the  committee,  at 
well  as  in  the  House;  and  therefore  that  the  rule 
was  as  binding  in  committee,  as  it  was  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  would  have  the  effect  of  cutting  off  debate  ? 
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The  CHAIRMAN.     The  Choir  has  already 

sted  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor. 
^    Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.     I  am  entitled  to  the 
"^floor,  having  only  yielded  it  to  the  Chair.    I  will, 
however,  yield  it  for  a  moment  to  my  friend  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  want,  before  I  commence 
what  1  have  to  nay  on  the  queation  before  the 
House,  to  correct  an  unintentional  misalntemenl 
made  by  my  friend  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Taylor.) 

lie  stated  that  I  had  refused  to  allow  any  part 
of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Benton.]  Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri is  within  my  hearing,  and  he  will  bear  me 
testimony  that  I  said  that  when  a  gentleman  of 
his  age  and  character  came  to  ask  me  to  yield  to 
him  a  portion  of  my  time,  I  did  not  know  how  to 
refuse  him,  although  the  time  which  I  should 
have  to  give  up  would  be  the  time  of  my  con- 
stituents;, but  that,  trusting  to  that  indulgence 
which  I  have  always  had  extended  to  me  by  my 
constituents,  1  thought  1  could  do  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  am  glad  I  was  laboring 
under  a  misapprehension,  because  I  appealed  to 
my  friend  to  yield  a  part  of  his  time  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  and  I  understood  nim 
distinctly  to  «ay  that  he  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentleman  standscorrected, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  better,  be- 
tween friends,  to  ascertain  facts  before  making  a 
statement  of  them. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  was  laboring  under  a  mis- 
lake. 

Mr.  BENTON  here  made  a  remark  substanti- 
otingMr.  BATLr'sstatement,  which  was  inaudible 
to  the  reporter. 

Mr,  TAYLOR.  1  will  not  detain  the  commit- 
tee longer.  I  have  tried  hard  to  understand  the 
true  state  of  the  question,  and  I  am  constrained 
to  vote  against  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  because 
I  believe  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  will  only  add  two  or  three 
words  to  what  has  already  been  said  upon  this 
question  of  order.  I  believe  this  question  to  be 
one  of  vast  importance  to  the  House,  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  country.  This  motion  was  recently 
made,  if  I  recollect  aright,  for  the  first  time  since 
I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  upon  this  floor, 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  Nebraska 
bill.  I  believe,  sir,  that  it  strikes  at  the  rights  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  at  the  right  of  free 
discussion,  and  at  the  right  of  making  amend- 
ments. 

I  agree  with  the  Chairman  in  his  remark,  that 
the  rules  of  this  committee  and  of  the  Flouse, 
must  be  taken  collectively,  and  that  we  can  only 
gain  a  knowledge  of  their  meaning  by  comparing 
one  with  another;  and  that  this  especially  is  the 
case  where  there  is  an  apparent  clash  of  the  rules 
of  the  House.  Now,  sir,  the  rules  of  this  House 
declare,  that  in  committee  a  bill  shall  be  read 
through  by  sections.  That  rule  is  absolute  and 
emphatic,  and  there  is  no  other  rule  which  abro- 
gates it.  Why  is  this  privilege  given  to  the  com- 
mittee ?  Why  was  this  rule  established  at  all  ? 
Was  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  members 
of  the  House,  in  committee,  a  privilege  which  can 
be  denied  them  while  in  the  House.'-  This'is  the 
point  upon  which  the  case  mainly  turns.  If  this 
construction  is  correct,  what  advantage  is  therein' 
having  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.'  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  is  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  liberty  to  debate,  full  liberty  to  offer 
amendments  to  bills  pending,  so  that  we  may  not 
be  compelled  to  vote  in  the  dark,  and  without  an 
opportunity  to  offer  amendments.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  thin  decision  of  the  Chair  will  be  voted  down. 

Another  point.  This  committee  has  no  power 
to  close  debate.according  to  the  rules  ofthe  House. 
Now,  sir,  if  this  practice  is  established,  you  can 
close  debate  in  committee;  you  can  cut  off  amend- 
ments; you  cnn  apply  the  previous  question;  nnd 
you  can  apply  to  the  committee  all  the  rules  which 
apply  to  the  House.     Then  what  do  we  gain  by 

foing  into  committee.'  We  gain  no  privilege  of 
ebate;  we  gain  no  more  unrestricted  privilege  of 
expressing  our  sentiments;  and  hence  the  estab- 
lisnment  of  this  rule,  as  construed  by  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  will  have  the  effect  of  effectually 
placing  a  gag  upon  the  liberty  of  speech;  upon 
the  liberty  of  members  in  expressing  their  views 
upon  questions  which  may  arise.    We  have  all 


of  us  felt  the  oppressiveness  of  the  operation  of 
the  previous  question  in  the  House  on  many  oc- 
casions. We  have  all  of  us,  in  many  instances, 
been  compelled  to  vote  against  bills  because  some 
provision  in  them  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  our 
judgment,  when,  if  some  little  amendment  could 
nave  been  made,  we  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
sustained  them. 

Why,  sir,  this  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  a  larger  latitude  of  debate,  and  of  of- 
fering amendments,  than  the  rules  of  the  House 
would  admit  of.  But  if  this  decision  is  to  be  sus- 
tained, that  privilege,  which  all  of  us  cherish  so 
much,  will  be  crushed  forever.  '  It  I's  for  this  rea- 
s  n  that  1  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the 
decision  ofthe  Chair. 

•Mr.  MILLSON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  appeal  to  my  friend  on  my  right  [Mr. 
Campbell]  to  withdraw  the  appeal  he  has  talten. 
I  sutaKit  to  him  that  this  is  a  very  unpropitious 
time  for  the  discussion  of  this  question.  We 
have  now  a  very  important  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee. My  colleague  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt] 
is  waiting  to  make  his  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  or,  at  least,  his  remarks  upon 
the  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  has  already  declared  that  it  is  not  his  in- 
tention to  persist  in  his  motion,  but  that  he  will 
withdraw  it  upon  the  termination  of  debate.  And 
since  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  House,  at  some 
future  time,  when  a  bill  of  less  importance  Is  un- 
der consideration,  to  settle  this  question  which  I 
desire  to  see  settled  for  the  purpose,  if  necessary, 
of  making  some  change  in  tne  rules  of  the  House, 
I  would  earnestly  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  withdraw  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  committee  will 
allow  me  for  a  moment  to  explain  my  motives,  I 
will  then  withdraw  my  appeal. 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on  !"  "  Go  on  !"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  When  the  motion  was 
made  by  the  henorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  it  was 
not  accompanied  by  any  pledge  upon  his  part  that 
he  would  withdraw  it,  so  as  to  allow  of  amend- 
ments and  debate  under  the  five-minute  rule,  and 
therefore  it  followed,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
that  it  was  bringing  into  practical  operation  the 
previous  question  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  as 
efficiently  as  it  is  in  the  House  proper.  For  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  might  have  madea  motion 
in  the  House  for  the  termination  of  thcdebalein 
the  committee  in  five  minutes,  which,  if  carried, 
would  have  brought  the  committee  to  a  direct  vote 
upon  striking  out  the  enacting  clause.  If  that  vote 
was  decided  in  the  aflfirmative,  it  would  carry  the 
bill  into  the  House,  and,  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  an  important  measure  of  this 
kind  might  be  passed  without  any  opportunity 
having  been  given  for  debate.  It  was  for  that 
reason  that  I  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  raise 
the  question  of  order  which  I  did.  But  inas- 
much as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  given 
his  pledge  that  debate  shall  not  be  checked  by  his 
motion,  and  as  I  regard  him  as  a  man  of  honor, 
I  doubt  not  that  he  will  redeem  his  pledge  and 
withdraw  his  motion^  I  therefore  withdraw  my 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  do  not  wish 
the  gentleman  tomakethat  withdrawal;  forhemay 
afterwards  be  taken  by  surprise.  I  notify  that 
gentleman,  and  this  committee,  that  if  hereafler, 
in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  I  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  get  a  vote  on  the  bill  to  make  the  same  motion 
that  I  did  on  the  Nebraska  bill,  I  shall  do  so. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  notify  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  if  he  attempts 
during  the  pendency  of  this  bill,  as  he  did  on  the 
Nebraska  bill,  to  cut  off  debate,  and  his  motion  is 
sustained  by  the  Chair  before  discussion  is  had,  I 
shall  renew  the  appeal  which  I  now  withdraw. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  resuming  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee  in  reply  to  Mr.  Benton. 
His  speech,  withheld  for  revision,  will  be  pub- 
lished hereafter. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  With  the  consent  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  move  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  pro 
tempore  (Mr.   Stanton,   of  Tennessee)   having 


resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the  committee 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally,  and  especially  House  bill 
No.  405,  "  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the  Mexican  Re- 
public, of  the  30th  December,  1853,"  and  bad 
come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  CURTIS.  I  offer  the  resolution  whitsh  1 
send  to  the  Clerk's  deisk. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  There  is  not  a  quorum  present, 
and  there  is,  therefore,  no  motion  in  order  except 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpore.  We  have  not 
ascertained  that  fact. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  I  lake  it  for  granted  that 
it  is  so;  and  1  make  the  motion  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

TheSPEAKERprofmpore.    The  fact  whether 

there  is  a  quorum  or  not  present  can  only  be  as- 

I  certained  by  the  House  proceeding  to   business; 

and  whenever  it  appears  that  there  is  no  quorum 

present,  then,  of  course,  the  proposition  of  the 

I  gentleman  from  Tennessee  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  Is  it  not  in  order  now  to  move 
an  adjournment? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  Umpore.  Not  when  an- 
other gentleman JMr.  Curtis]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  object  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CURTIS.  I  move  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  be  suspended  to  enable  me  to  introduce 
my  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  make  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  is  not  in  order, 
because  there  is  not  a  quorum  present.  TheChair 
can  make  a  count. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  fmpore.  The  CbairOTCr- 
rules  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  and  ask  a  vote  upon  that  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Then  the  ques- 
tion is,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House.'" 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. , 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  the  question  on  the  appeal 
cannot  be  decided ;  and ,  of  course,  the  motion  falls 
to  the  ground. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Dean  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  thereupon  (at  ten  minutes  before 
four  o'clock,  p.  m.)  adjourned  till  to-morrow  it 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  June  27,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were'  severally  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  committees 
annexed : 

A  bill  to  create  and  provide  a  pension  for  David 
Towle — Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  bill  for  therelief  of  Samuel  McKnight.of  the 
Stale  of  Kentucky — Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Wallace,  of  the 
State  of  Illinois — Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  M.  Bentley,  of 
the  State  of  Indiana — Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Hovieon — 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Mat- 
thew Jack,  deceased — Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  L.ot  HoD, 
deceased — Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Hoffman — Committee  on  Revolulioniry 
Claims. 

A  bill  to  create  and  provide  a  pension  for  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Porter — Committee  on  Pensions. 

IRA  DAY,  OF  VERMONT. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment ofthe  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  bill 
of  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Ira   Day,  of  Ver- 
'  mont,  which  was  to  add  after  the  words  "  Ira 
I  Day,"  the  words,  "or  his  legal  representatives," 
I  so  as  to  require  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  to 
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Ira  Day  I  or  Au  Ugul  repreuntutives,  (1,008  90,  as 
the  balance  due  for  transporting  the  mail  from 
Royalton  to  Burlington,  in  Vermont,  from  Jan- 
uary, 1833,  to  July,  1837. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOOT,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

JEFFRIES   AND  SMITH. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah  IM.  Smith. 

The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  proposed  to 
enact  that  the  Postmaster  General  be  "  authorized 
and  diruttd"  to  release  the  parties  mentioned  and 
their  guarantors  from  the  penalty  incurred  by  their 
failure  to  carry  the  mail  on  routes  C2G8,  C2G9, 
6277,  according  to  the  bid  offered  by  them  and 
accepted  by  the  Department;  and  to  refund  to 
them  the  amount  of  any  fine  which  has  been  paid 
by  them  in  consequence  of  any  failure. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  strike 
out  "directed,"  and  insert  after  "authorized  "the 
words  "  in  his  discretion,"  so  as  to  authorize  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  his  discretion,  to  make  the 
release  and  payment  provided  for. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Shaw,  praying  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices as  interpreter  in  the  trial  of  certain  Winne- 
bago Indians,  charged  with  murder,  at  a  special 
term  of  the  United  States  circuit  court,  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  1828; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Allison  and  others,  praying  that  measures  may 
be  taken  to  secure,  in  all  treaties  with  foreign  na- 
tions, a  provision  for  referring  to  the  decision  of 
umpires,  all  misunderstandings  that  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted  by  amicable  negotiation; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FISH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  or  Mary  Marlin,  formerly 
widow  of  Robert  Lindsay,  be  withdrawn  from  the  filen  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  lo  the  Coniniiuee  on  Foreign  Re- 
Ittians. 

NEW  POST  ROUTE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Reiotved,  That  the  Commitlee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Dost 
Roada  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Hamburg,  in  Arkansati,  to  De  Glaze,  in  Louisi- 
ana, via  Woodville. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  from  the  Commitlee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Lewis,  of  Clinton  county,  Indiana,  re- 
ported it  back  with  sundry  amendments.  He  also 
submitted  a  report  on  the  subject;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

"Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Henry  J. 
Snow,  of  Rome,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  re- 
ported it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Sherman  Pierce,  to  a  pension  for  mili- 
tary services  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  whh:h  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Margaret  Johnstone,  widow  of  a  soldier  in  the 
Army,  who  was  accidentally  shot  by  another  sol- 
dier while  on  duty,  praying  a  pension,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Knox  county, 
Tennessee,  praying  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Creek  warofl814,  may  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  any  other  war,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  on  the  ground  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  fully  provided  for  in  the  existing  gen- 
eral laws.    It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
lions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eliza- 


beth Monroe,  praying  that  her  pension  may  be 
extended  and  renewM,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  it.s  further  consideration,  thecommitteehavmg 
reported  a  general  bill  providing  for  such  cases. 
I  It  was  so  ordered. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Charles  Ho- 
mer, praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  in  selecting  a  site  for  the  marine  hos- 
pital at  San  Francisco,  and  for  the  execution  of 
work  thereon  not  required  by  the  contAct,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Slearns,  praying  to  be  allowed  indemnity  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  in  defending  his  title^o 
certain  lota  of  ground  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  and  for  expenses  incurred  in  two  criminal 

grosecutions  brought  against  him  by  the  United 
tales  authorities  at  Springfield,  submitted  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read ,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The 
report  was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  IN    NEW    MEXICO. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Commitlee  on  Com- 
merce, lo  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  New  Mexico,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  collection  dislricl  in  thai  Territory,  or 
in  the  State  of  Texas,  have  directed  me  to  report 
a  bill  "  creating  a  port  of  entry  at  Frontera,  in 
the  State  of  Texas."  I  ask  thai  the  bill  may  be 
considered  at  this  time.  There  is  no  officer  of  the 
revenue  now  in  that  Territory. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
lee of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  Create  the  county  of  El  Paso,  in 
the  Stale  of  Texas,  and  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  a  collection  district,  to  be  called  the  dis- 
trict of  Paso  del  Norte,  the  port  of  entry  for  which 
is  to  be  Frontera.  There  is  to  be  a  collector  of 
the  customs,  to  reside  at  Frontera,  at  a  salary  not 
exceeding  $2,000,  including  in  that  sum,  the  fees 
allowed  by  law. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  the  district  court 
of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  shall  have,  and 
exercise  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  arising  in  the 
collection  district  of  Paso  del  Norle,  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  revenue  laws,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  district  were  entirely  within  the  Territory 
of  New  Mexico. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendnient,  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

RAILROAD  IN  MINNESOTA. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  House  bill  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  therein,  to  report 
the  same  back  without  amendment,  and  to  ask  for 
its  Dresent  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
consider  this  bill  now. 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  object 

Mr.  STUART.  I  suppose  it  is  in  order  for 
me  lo  submit  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill,  as  it  was 
twice  rend  before  being  referred. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Objection  being  made,  it 
goes  upon  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  STUART.  Is  it  not  in  order  for  me  now 
lo  submit  a  motion  to  take  up  the' bill  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  having  just  been 
reported,  must  lie  over  for  one  day,  unless  by 
unanimous  consent.  f 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, creating  a  collection  district  in  the  Stats  of 
California. 

It  proposes  to  constitute  the  counties  of  Hum- 
boldt, Trinity,  Klamath,  and  Siskyon,  in  Cali- 
fornia, a  collection  district,  to  be  called  the  dis- 
trict of  Humboldt;  lo  make  Union  Town  the  port  j 
of  entry,  and  Crescent  City  a  port  of  delivery. 
The  collector  to  be  appointed  for  the  district  is  to 
be  allowed  ^,000  per  annum,  with  additional 
maximum  compensation  of  (|2,000  per  annum, 
should  his  emoluments  and  fees,  provided  by  law,  1 


amount  to  that  sum.  A  deputy  collector  ia  also 
to  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Crescent  City,  at  a 
salary  of  J2,000  per  annum. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKcan,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  they  had  passed  a  joint  resolution 
directing  the  connection  of  the  public  surveys  in 
Alabama,  with  the  boundary  line  between  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Florida,  in  which  they 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

ORDER    OF    BUSINESS WASHINGTON    AND 

ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  ask  leave  to  present  a  memo- 
rial of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  asking  for  the  passage  of  the  bill 
now  before  the-  Senate  "  authorizing  the  extension 
of  the  Alexandria  and  Washington  railroad  into 
the  District  of  Columbia."  That  bill  was  under 
consideration  on  Thursday  last,  and  was  then 
laid  over  until  the  next  day.  There  are  reasons 
-which  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  public  interest 
and  the  public  convenience  are  involved  in  its 
speedy  passage.  I  therefore  ask  the  Senate  now 
to  take  It  up  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  submit  to  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  to  allow  me  to  make  another  motion 
prior  to  his.  1  am  called  away  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances from  the  city.  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  leave  this  afternoon  at  an  early  hour.  I  am 
anxious  before  I  go  to  induce  the  Senate  lo  takeup 
a  bill  which  has  been  for  a  long  lime  in  my  charge, 
and  in  which  my  State  is  interested.  It  is  a  bill 
directing  a  reexamination  of  the  account  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Stale  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  am  very  reluctant  not  to 
agree  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator;  but  I  ask 
him  whether  on  his  return  it  will  not  do  as  well  to 
take  up  that  bill? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  it 
should  be  taken  up  now.  It  has  been  in  my 
charge  for  about  three  months.  I  had  hoped  it 
would  come  up  in  its  turn,  but  other  bills  have 
been  taken  up  out  of  their  turn,  and  now  I  am 
compelled  to  go  away,  and,  therefore,  I  ask  for  the 
consideration  of  my  bill. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  am  sorry  to  decline  acceding 
to  the  request,  but  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Senator's  company  back  with  us  very 
soon,  and  the  bill  which  1  wish  to  take  up  ia  really 
a  matter  of  pressing  emergency  in  whicn  his  con- 
stituents, as  well  as  mine,  are  concerned. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  will  n6t  prevail.  It  is  very 
evident  that  if  that  question  be  taken  up,  the  day 
will  be  consumed  in  discussing  it.  I  should  prefer 
that  the  morning  business  be  disposed  of,  and  then 
that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  prevail.  There  is  an  urgent  necessity 
for  his  leaving  the  city ,  and  I  think  it  is  due  to  him 
after  the  morning  business  shall  be  disposed  of, 
that  his  bUl  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Afler  what  has  fallen  from  my 
colleague,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  do  not  appre- 
hend the  bill  which  he  asks  to  have  taken  up  will 
lead  to  debate.  I  think  it  will  only  be  necessary 
10  state  the  grounds  on  which  the  Commitlee  on 
Finance  unanimously  reported  in  its  favor  to  in- 
duce the  Senate  unanimously  to  pass  it.  The  bill 
which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  pro- 
poses to  take  up,  however,  will  undoubtedly  con- 
sume the  whole  day  if  it  be  taken  up.  It  can  be 
of  no  importance  with  reference  lo  the  Potomac 
bridge  whether  we  pass  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  or 
next  day,  a  provision  authorizing  a  railroad  to  be 
made  across  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     Mr.  President,  I  dislike  to  op- 

Eose  motions  made  by  my  friend  from  Virania; 
ut  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fact  that  the  House  of  Representatives,  some 
days  since,  passed  a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  in  lieu  of  the  lime  now  fixed— the  first 
Monday  in  December.  We  amended  their  ad- 
journing resolution  of  this  session,  and  sent  it  back 
to  them.  They  cannot  act  advisedly  upon  our 
amendment  to  ine  adjourning  resolution  until  they 
see  what  the  Senate  does  in  reference  lo  the  bill 
which  they  have  passed  changing  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  CongreM. 
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I  Ihtrefore  desire  thai, in  preference  to  all  other 
buainecn,  we  take  up  that  bill  and  act  upon  it  one 
way  or  the  other,  either  pass  il  or  reject  it.  For 
one,  I  shall  vote  a°;ainsl  it;  but  yet  I  know  it  is 
important  that  we  nhould  act  upon  that  question 
in  some  shape  or  other.  In  my  judgment  it  is 
more  important  ihat  the  sense  of  the  Senate  should 
be  ascertained  upon  that  subject  than  almost  any 
other  before  the  body.  I  will  not  move  to  take 
up  that  bill  now,  because  I  am  willing  to  accommo-  i 
date  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  and  take  up  the 
bill  which  he  wishes  us  to  consider,  and  which  I 
undersinnd  will  not  probably  lake  any  length  of  j 
lime.  But  the  subject  which  the  Senator  from  1 
Virginia  proposes  to  take  up  will  consume  the 
morning  hour, perhaps  the  whole  day;  and  there- 
fore, 1  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  his  motion. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Bright]  and  the  Senator  from  Maryland  nearest 
me  [Mr.  Pratt]  both  object  to  taking  up  the  bill 
which  I  propose  10  call  up,  providing  for  extend- 
ing the  Washington  and  Alexandria  railroad  into 
this  District,, for  thereason,as  I  understand  them, 
that  they  wish  first  to  consider  the  bill  proposed 
to  be  taken  up  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
who  sits  furthest  from  me,  [Mr.  Pkabce.]  Under 
the  circumstances,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion, 
and  yield  that  Senator  the  floor  to  enable  him  to 
have  his  bill  taken  up,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  Senate,  with  the  concurrence  of  these  gentle- 
men, will  then  allow  me  to  lake  up  my  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  With  iheunderstanding  on  my 
part  that  we  shall  lake  the  sense  of  the  Senate  be- 
tween the  two  propositions. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  bill  to  direct  a  regxaminalion  of  theaccount 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pearce,  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  is  designed  to  authorize  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury  to  reexamine  the  ac- 
count between  the  United  Suites  and  the  State  of 
Maryland,  as  the  same  was,  from  time  lo  time, 
adjusted  under  the  act  of  May  13,  1836,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  interest  due 
to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  on  such  reexamin- 
ation, to  asxiiine  the  sums  expended  by  that  Slate 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  sums  refunded  and  repaid  by  the  United 
Statefl  to  the  State,  and  the  times  of  those  pay- 
ments, as  being  correctly  stated  in  the  account,  as 
it  has  heretofore  been  passed  at  the  Treasury 
Department;  but  in  the  rjilculation  of  interest  due 
under  the  act  of  1826,  the  following  rules  shall  be 
observed:  Interest  shall  be  calculated  up  to  the 
time  of  any  payment  ifiade.  To  this  interest  the 
payment  sha,ll  be  first  applied,  and,  if  it  exceed 
the  interest  due,  the  balance  shall  be  applied  to 
dimini.sh  the  principal.  If  the  payment  fall  short 
of  the  interest,  the  balance  of  interest  shall  not  be 
added  to  the  principal  so  as  to  produce  interest. 
Second,  interest  shall  be  allowed  the  State  of 
Maryland  on  such  sums  only  on  which  the  said 
Slate  either  paid  interest  or  lost  interest  by  the 
transfer  of  an  interest-bearing  fund.  And  if, 
upon  such  rei^xamination  of  the  account  and  appli- 
cation of  the  above  rules,  any  money  shall  be 
found  to  be  due  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  the 
same  shall  be  paid. 

The  State  of  Maryland,  during  the  war  of  1812, 
borrowed  large  sums  of  money  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  arms  andammunilion,and  the  equip- 
ment and  pay  of  the  militia  called  into  service  for 
the  defense  of  the  Slate.  Of  the  sums  thus  bor- 
rowed, |279,626  54  were  admitted  by  theGovern- 
mcnlof  the  United  Stales  to  have  been  expended 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
were  .subsequently  repaid  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 
The  Slate  paid  interest  on  these  sums  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  then  discharged  the  debt  by  a 
transfer  of  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock,  at 
that  lime  held  by  the  State;  but  no  payment  was 
tnade  by  the  United  States  to  the  State,  on  account 
of  the  interest  on  the  advances,  until  Congress 
passed  the  act  of  May  13,  1826,  which  directed 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  "liqui- 
date and  settle  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
for  interest  upon  loans  on  money  borrowed  and 
aciunlly  expended  by  her  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain." 

This  ad  prescribed  sundry  rulee  for  the  govern- 


ment of  the  accounting  officers,  the  first  of  which 
wos  to  consider  the  amount  of  principal  already 
refunded  to  Maryland,  as  evidencing  the  whole 
principal  of  the  advances  so  made  by  the  State. 
The  second  rule  was  that  no  interest  should  be  paid 
by  the  United  Stales,  except  where  interest  had 
been  paid  by  the  Stale.  The  third  directed  that 
"  where  the  principal,  or  any  part  of  it,  has  been 
paid  or  refunded  by  the  United  States,  or  money 
placed  in  ihe  hands  of  Maryland  for  that  purpose, 
the  inlerest  on  the  sums  so  |>aid  or  refunded  shall 
cease,"  xc. 

The  accounting  officers  so  construed  this  act 
as  to  allow  interest  to  the  State  of  Marylan  i  only 
where  such  interest  had  been  directly  pnid  by  the 
Slate,  and  to  refuse  it  where  the  Stale  had  lost 
interest,  as  by  discharging  the  debt  by  the  transfer 
ortin  interest-bearing  fund. 

The  injustice  of  this  refusal  has  since  been  ac- 
knowledged by  Congress  in  the  cnse  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  upon  the  advances  made  by  her  to  i  he 
United  Slates  in  the  suppression  of  Creek  Irdinn 
hostilities,  and  Congress  has,  by  the  act  of  Jan- 
uary 26,  1849,  provided  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest to  the  State  where  she  had  Ion  interest. 
This  the  Slate  of  A  labama  had  done  by  withdraw- 
ing her  active  capital  from  her  State  bank  with 
which  she  made  her  advances/  TheSlate  of  Mary- 
land lost  interest  by  transferring  lo  her  creditors, 
in  liquidation  of  the  securities  which  they  held. 
United  States  six  per  cent,  stock,  which  the  Stale 
then  held,  and  on  which  she  was  regularly  re- 
ceiving interest. 

The  mode  of  computing  inlerest  adopted  by  the 
accounting  officers,  also,  seems  to  have  been  man- 
ifestly unjust.  The  payments  of  the  United 
States  to  Maryland  were  first  applied  by  them  lo 
the  liquidation  of  the  principal  instead  of  the  in- 
terest accrued  thereon.  Whereas,  in  all  transac- 
tions between  individuals,  or  between  the  Govern- 
ment as  creditor  and  an  individual  debtor,  the 
rules  of  law  require  the  pnyments  to  be  first  ap- 
plied to  the  extinguishment  of  interest,  and  what- 
ever remains  of  the  payment,  after  diaaharging 
the  interest,  is  then  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
principal. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  This  bill,  Mr.  President,  was 
recommended  by  the  unanimous  approbation  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  I  trust  thatavery 
brief  exposition  of  its  character  will  equally  sat- 
isfy the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  that  it  should 
be  passed.  The  claim  is  not  a  new  one.  The 
State  of  Maryland  has  persisted  in  it  from  the 
period  named  in  the  bill — 13th  May,  1826 — down 
to  the  present  lime.  Agents  have  been  employed 
by  her  regularly  to  prosecute  the  claim  before  Con- 
gress during  all  that  psriod. 

The  claim  is  for  interest  upon  advances  made 
by  the  Slate  of  Maryland  to  the  United  Stales 
during  the  war  of  1812,  which  advances  are  oc- 
knowledged  by  the  United  States,  and  the  principal 
of  which  has  been  paid  by  the  United  States.  I 
may  remark,  that  the  State  of  Maryland  claims  of 
the  United  States  over  $400,000,  alleged  lo  have 
been  advanced  by  her,  and  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  ammunition  and  the  equipment  and  support  of 
the  militia  called  out  for  the  defense  of  the  Stale 
during  the  war  of  181^  In  the  settlement  of  her 
accounts  at  ihe  Treasury,  that  sum  was  not  al- 
lowed; hut  the  accounting  officers  did  allow  a  sum 
of  over  J279,000;  and  that  sura  was  paid  by  the 
authorities  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  Stale  of 
Maryland,  but  interest  was  refused  upon  il. 

On  the  I3lh  of  May  1826,  Congress  passed  an 
act  for  the  payment  of  inlerest  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  upon  these  advances,  and  a  portion  of 
the  interest  has  been  paid;  but  cither  the  terms  of 
Ihe  ac^  were  such,  or  the  construction  given  to  the 
act  by  the  accounting  officers  were  such,  that  the  : 
Slate  of  Maryland  has  not  received  that  interest 
to  which  she  thinks  she  was  entitled  as  a  ju.it  in- 
demnity, and  which  is  always  exacted  by  the 
Government  in  every  other  case,  and  exacted  by 
the  courts  between  individuals.  The  mode  of  set- 
tlement which  was  adopted  I  will  explain.  In  the 
first  place,  however,  I  should  remark  that  the  in- 
terest allowed  to  the  Stale  of  Maryland  was  only 
such  interest  as  it  was  proved  the  State  had  paid 
Now,  it  appears  that  the  State  not  only  paid  in- 
terest on  these  advances  up  to  a  given  period,  but 
that,  at  that  given  period,  the  Slate  began  to  lose 
interest,  because  she  liquidated  her  own  bonds, 
I  which  she  had  given  for  ihe  moneys  thus  advanced 
I  by  her  for  Ihe  use  of  the  General  Government,  by 


transferring  to  those  creditors  United  Slates  six 
per  cent,  stock — an  interest-bearing  fund — so  that 
she  not  only  paid  interest  up  to  about  the  year 
1818,  I  think  it  was,  but  subsequently  lo  that  time 
she  lost  interest  by  liquidating  those  demands 
against  her,  by  the  transferring  of  United  Stales 
six  per  cent,  stock  which  she  held,  and  on  which 
she  would  have  been  continuously  receiving,  inler- 
est but  for  the  transfer. 

The  construction  given  at  the  Department  was 
such  that,  instead  of  allowing  interest  to  the  Slate 
where  she  lost  interest,  they  refused  it,  and  only 
allowed  her  interest  where  she  paid  inlerest.  And 
further,  rn  making  the  calculations  they  adopted 
another  course  which  is  never  allowed  between 
individuals,  and  never  tolerated  by  the  United 
States  where  an  individual  is  her  debtor;  ihai  is 
to  say,  when  the  payments  were  made  by  the 
Stale  of  Maryland,  they  were  first  applied  to  the 
principal.  The  interest  due  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land Ht  the  time  of  making  the  payments  was  set 
aside  as  a  thing  not  to  be  recognized  at  all,  and 
the  payments  made  were  applied  first  tu  the  prin- 
cipal, and  after  the  principal  was  liquidated  in  that 
way,  then  such  interest  as  they  recognized  to  be 
due  (that  is  interest  which  the  State  had  actually 
paid,  not  lhat  which  she  had  lost  by  a  transfer  of 
her  interest-bearing  funds,)  was  paid  aa  if  il  had 
been  part  of  the  principal.  Thus,  instead  of  apply- 
ing the  payments,  as  is  universally  done  in  other 
cases,  first  lo  the  liquidation  of  the  interest  due, 
and  then  lo  the  reduction  of  the  principal  as  far 
as  it  would  go,  they  adopted  anoiher  principal 
which,  as  I  have  said,  is  violative  of  the  law  be- 
tween individual  and  individual,  contrary  to  the 
f)ractice  of  the  Government  when  the  Government 
las  claims  against  an  individual,  and  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  the  law  as  recognized  in  ihe  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  not  put  it  in  the  bill,  but  I  have  stated  in  the 
report  that  the  limguage  of  the  rules  which  we 
have  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  interest  in  this 
case  is  precisely  lhat  which  is  used  by  theSupreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  very  well  known 
case  in  13  Peters.  We  have  adopted  the  precise 
language  of  those  rules,  and  all  we  ask  is  that 
the  United  States  shall  adopt,  in  regard  to  her 
creditor,  the  State  of  Maryland,  that  rule  which 
she  inexorably  applies  to  her  own  debtors,  and 
which  the  aulhorilies  always  enforce  as  between 
individuals. 

I  know,  sir,  that  some  gentlemen  think  tin's 
matter  of  interest  is  to  be  looked  at  very  difier- 
ently  where  the  Government  is  the  party  to  be 
charged;  but  it  is  manifest  that  what  tlie  State  of 
Maryland  is  entitled  lo  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  is  indemnity,  full  and  perfect 
indemnity.  That  cannot  begiven  unless  the  Slate 
be  put  in  the  same  situation  in  which  she  would 
have  been  if  she  had  not  incurred  these  debts  on 
account  of  the  General  Government.  To  do  that, 
to  give  her  perfect  indemnity,  to  place  her  in  the 
same  situation  in  which  she  would  have  been  if 
she  had  not  incurred  these  debts  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Government,  it  is  necessary  that  she  should 
be  allowed  interest  in  cases  where  she  has  lost  ii, 
and  the  rule  of  calculation  should  be  that  which  I 
have  menlinned.  It  seemed  to  the  committee  to 
be  BO  perfectly  equitable  that  they  did  not  doubt 
the  Senate  would  confirm  their  decision.  « 

1  beg  leave  simply  to  add,  in  conclusion,  in  re- 
gard to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  that,  when 
interest  has  been  lost,  the  Government  has  recog- 
nized the  principle  of  paying  il  by  the  act  of  Jan- 
uary, 1849.  That  was  an  act  passed  forthe  rehef 
of  the  State  of  Alabama.  Alabama  had  made 
large  advances  for  the  benefit  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  suppression  of  Creek  hostilities, 
and  she  had  taken  the  money  wiih  which  she 
made  these  advances  out  of  her  State  bank,  thus 
withdrawing  so  much  from  her  active  capital.  In 
that  way  she  lost  the  interest,  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  period  I  have  men- 
tioned, January,  1849,  passed  an  act  to  pay  in- 
terest to  the  Slate  of  Alabama  for  the  inlerest 
which  she  had  lost.  This  is  a  legislative  sanction 
of  part  of  the  principle  of  this  bill.  The  sanction 
for  the  rest  I  have  already  stated. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  do  not  exactly  understand  this 
bill.  I  must  confess,  I  do  not  see  the  difference 
between  paying  a  debt  of  flfW.OOO  in  a  borrf, 
drawing  interest,  and  paying  il  in  cash.  I  think 
the  fact  of  paying  a  debt  in  a  bond,  drawing  in- 
terestal  the  time,  does  not  change  the  matter  at  all. 
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Mr.  PEARCE.  Why,  sir,  1  supposed  that 
principle  would  fcarcely  be  disputed  now,  inas- 
much as  it  hae  been  solemnly  recognized.  I  stated 
that  the  Slate  of  Maryland  borrowed  money  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  United 
States  has  acknowledged  it.  The  State  paid  in- 
terest on  what  she  borrowed,  up  to  a  given  time, 
when  she  ceased  to  pay  interest,  but  liquidated 
the  claims  against  her  by  transferring  to  her  cred- 
itors United  Slates  six  per  cent,  stock. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Which  was  a  fund-bearing 
inleresl. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Yes,  air;  it  was  an  interest- 
bearing  fund.  What  we  ask  is,  that  we  shall  be 
put  in  the  situation  in  which  we  should  have  been 
if  we  had  actually  paid  interest  instead  of  losing 
interest,  and  that  the  mode  of  calculation  shall  be 
that  which  is  usual  in  all  othercases.  Why,  sir, 
it  is  very  easy  to  illustrate  this  matter.  Suppose 
$200,000  were  due  to  the  State  of  Maryland  when 
the  first  payment  of  g40,000  was  made.  Suppose 
there  was  an  accumulation  of  $40,000  of  interest. 
I  ask  the  Senator's  attention,  inasmuch  as  he  ob- 
jects to  the  bill. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  did  not  object.  I  merely  raised 
the  question,  and  wished  it  explained. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Well,  sir,  here  is  the  illustra- 
tion: 1  say  suppose  that  at  the  lime  the  lirst  pay- 
ment wtiB  made  by  the  United  Slates  to  the  Slate 
of  Maryland,  the  principal  had  been  $200,000, 
and  the  accumulation  of  interest  $40,000;  and  sup- 
pose the  Government  of  the  United  makes  a  pay- 
ment of  $40,000,  what  is  the  ordinary  and  proper 
mode  of  applying  that  payment  of  $40,000.'  Un- 
doubtedly to  the  liquidation  of  the  interest  due. 
No  such  thing  has  been  done  here,  but  the  ac- 
counting officer  applied  the  $40,000  to  the  re- 
duction fit  the  $200,000,  the  principal,  so  that  the 
interest  ceased  to  be  drawn  upon  the  $200,000  of 
principal  and  was  running  on  on  the  reduced 
amount  of  $160,000;  and  all  the  interest  on  the 
$40,000  was  kept  aside  until  the  principal  was 
liquidated  by  repeated  payments,  and  then  this 
Government  paid  such  interest  as  it  was  willing 
to  pay,  such  interest  as  the  Slate  of  Maryland 
proved  she  had  herself  paid.  I  think  that  is  per- 
fectly plain.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  plain  too,  that 
it  is  entirely  unjust,  and  that  it  will  not  do  to  say 
that  the  State  of  Maryland  is  indemnified  for  her 
advances  to  the  United  States,  when  they  thus 
refuse  to  apply  the  payment  to  the  interest  due 
to  her,  but  tnonght  proper  to  reduce  the  principal 
at  the  lime  of  that  payment.  Between  individuals 
there  could  be  no  question  about  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  must  confess  I  am  not  satisfied 
at  all.  If  a  man  has  a  debt  of  $100,000  to  pay, 
and  he  has  $100,000  iiv-cash  in  his  strong  box,  or 
$100,000  in  bonds  or  in  bank  stock,  drawing  ten 
per  cent,  interest,  it  is  the  same  thing  to  him 
whether  he  pays  the  debt  in  one  or  the  other.  It 
is  the  same  thing  to  him  and  to  his  creditor.  If 
he  chooses  to  convert  his  bonds  into  money  and 
pay  the  debt  in  that  way,  very  well.  If  he  chooses 
to  invest  $100,000  of  cash  in  funds,  he  can  do 
that.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  mode  in  which 
he  makes  the  payment  makes  no  difference  to  the 
creditor.  It  strikes  me  that  the  inleresl  stops  at 
the  time  he  makes  the  payment,  whether  it  be 
made  in  one  species  of  funds  or  another. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Well,  Mr.  President,  if  the 
observation  of  the  Senator  has  any  significance 
which  I  can  comprehend,  it  amounls  to  this,  that 
however  the  Stale  of  Maryland  might  have  paid 
off  these  advances  which  she  had  made  to  the 
Government,  however  she  might  have  paid  the 
debts  which  she  incurred  in  order  lo  make  these 
advances,  she  is  entitled  to  interest,  whether  she 
paid  in  interest-bearing  funds  or  in  cash  out  of  her 
strongbox.  That,!  think,  is  the  fair  deduction 
from  what  the  Senator  said.  The  fact  is,  the 
Government  has  gone  on  the  principle  of  not 
paying  interest  except  where  the  party  making 
advances  to  her  has  either  paid  interest  or  lost 
interest.     That  is  the  general  principle. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  honorable  Senator  did  not 
understand  me.  1  did  not  touch  the  question  of 
interest  at  all;  I  did  not  speak  of  how  it  should  be 
paid.  My  difficulty  is  this:  when  a  payment 
was  made,  under  the  circumstances,  by  the  Slale 
of  Maryland,  no  matter  out  of  what  fund.s  it  was 
made,  the  inleresl,  it  seems  to  me,  should  slop  at 
that  point.  She  cannot  get  up  and  sny,  "  I  have 
leal  ten  p«r  cent.,  or  fifteen  par  cent.,  or  sixty 


per  cent,  by  transferring  to  the  creditors  interest 
bonds  which  I  held."  , 

Mr.  PEARCE.  What  payment  does  the  Sen- 
ator suppose  was  made? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  suppose  Maryland  paid  the  debt 
due  from  her  in  six  per  cent,  stocks,  and  claims 
interest  on  account  of  losing  the  interest  upon 
that  stock.  If  that  is  not  the  case,  1  raisuoder- 
sland  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  State  of  Maryland  did 
pay  debts  which  she  had  incurred  on  account  of 
the  General  Government.  First,  she  paid  inter- 
est for  a  series  of  years,  and  then  she  thought 
proper  to  liquidate  the  whole.  When  she  liqui- 
dated it,  she  did  it,  not  by  a  paymeut  of  money, 
but  by  a  transfer  to  her  creditors  of  six  per  cent, 
stock  which  bore  interest.  Now,  the  principle 
having  been  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  on  various  occasions,  that  it  will  not 
pay  interest  except  where  ablate  has  either  paid 
or  losl  interest.  It  was  necessary  for  me  to  show 
that  the  State  of  Maryland  had  lost  interest.  That 
I  have  shown  by  proving  that  she  had  transferred 
an  interest-bearing  fund. 

Mr.  CASS.  And  if  she  had  $100,000  in  her 
strong  box,  and  paid  the  debt  olT  the  next  day  in 
cash,  might  she  not  be  said  to  have  lost  interest 
upon  that.' 

Mr.  PRATT.  Would  she  not  be  entitled  to 
inleresl  upon  ihat.' 

Mr.  CASS.     I  do  not  touch  that  question. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  statement  of  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  may  all  be  true.  I  am  not  vindi- 
cating the  propriety  of  the  action  of  Congress 
heretofore;  but  I  say  that  Congress  has  decided 
the  principle  over  and  over  again  that  the  United 
Stales  will  not  pay  interest  lo  a  Slale,  except 
where  that  State  either  paid  or  lost  interest. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  do  not  exactly  understand  what 
the  word  "  lost"  means  as  there  used. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  That  is  the  language  of  the 
law  as  it  is  on  our  statute-books. 

Mr.  CASS.     1  was  not  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  illuslraiion  which  I  have 
given  shows  the  meaning  of  the  language.  It 
means  that  when  a  Slate  has  paid  money,  not  out 
of  her  strong  box  lying  idle,  but  has  paid  away 
an  interest-bearing  fund,  that  constitutes  an  equity 
which  entitles  her  to  the  indemnity  which  the 
Slate  of  Maryland  asks  in  this  case. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  1  can  make  the  argument  plainer  than  it  has 
been  made  by  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Pearce,]  but  1  think  1  can  answer  the  objection 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan. 

The  SlaieofMaryland, during  the  warofl812, 
made  certain  advances  to  the  Federal  Government. 
This  Government  has  recognized  the  obligation 
to  refund  that  money.  Now,  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  says  he  cannot  see  the  difference  between 
the  obligation  of  this  Government  lo  pay,  if  the 
Slate  of  Maryland  at  once  paid  in  cash  the  debts 
incurred  by  that  Slate  in  advancing  the  money,  or 
immediately  paid  them  in  stocks  bearing  interest, 
or  deferred  the  payment  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  can  see  no  difference  between  the  obligation  of 
the  Government,  whether  the  State  paid  interest 
on  the  debt  for  a  numbe{  of  years,  and  then  paid 
the  principal,  or  at  once  paid  the  debt  in  cash,  or 
in  a  stock  paying  her  inleresl.  I  concede  that  he 
is  right.  But  here  the  United  Slates  concede  the 
obligation  to  refund  to  the  State  the  money  ad- 
vanced. Then  if  the  Stale  at  the  time  paid  the 
money,  she  is  entitled  to  interest  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  course  of  the  committee  and 
the  argument  of  my  honorable  colleague  have 
proceeded  out  of  the  act  of  1826,  which  provides 
that  ihis  Government  should  pay  interest  wherever 
the  Slale  had  paid  interest.  The  Government 
has  only  paid  to  the  Slale  of  Maryland  the  inter- 
est which  the  Stale  showed  she  actually  paid  an- 
tecedent to  the  liquidation  of  the  bonds  which 
were  given  by  the  Slate  for  the  obligations  incurred 
by  her  on  account  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Now,  I  submit  lo  ihe  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan,  whether,  if  the  State  of  Maryland 
had  paid  the  money  at  once,  the  same  obliga- 
tion would  not  have  been  imposed  on  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  pay  interest  on  the  amount 
so  advanced  as  would  have  been  imposed  if  the 
Slate  had  neglected  to  pay  the  princi|)al,  but  had 
paid  the  inleresl  on  it  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
then  came  to  the  Federal  Government  lo  refund 
that  inurest.  .  She  would  have  a  right  to  do  so, 


and  the  position  of  the  Federal  Government  would 
not  be  changed  one  iota  in  either  case. 

The  object  of  the  committee,  however,  as  I  have 
stated ,  was  to  bring  this  claim  of  the  Slaie  of  Mary- 
land exactly  within  the  principle  of  the  act  of 
1826.  That  act  expressly  declares  that  the  Fed- 
eral Government  shall  relund  to  ihe  Slate  the  in- 
terest actually  paid.  Can  there  be  giound  for  a 
disliiiction  between  the  obligation  to  refund  interest 
paid,  and  interest  lost  by  Ihe  Stale?  If  the  Slate 
of  Maryland,  instead  of  holding  these  bonds  and 
leaving  her  indebtedness  run  on  and  paying  the 
interest  on  it  until  the  Federal  Government  had 
paid  her,  had  transferred  at  once,  for  the  purpose 
of  liquidating  the  debt,  ihe  slock  of  Ihe  Federal 
Goveinment,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent., 
would  not  an  tfbligation  exist  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  return  the  six  per  cent, 
thus  lost  by  the  Stale  of  Maryland.'  Is  not  that 
this  case? 

My  honorable  dolleapue  correctly  stated  the 
principle.  The  broad  principle  recognized  by  this 
Government  is,  that  the  Federal  Government  is 
bound  to  indemnify  a  Slate,  to  give  her  full  in- 
demnity. In  this  case  the  Slate  of  Maryland  has 
not  only  losl  the  principal  which  she  paid,  but  she 
has  lost  the  interest  Which  she  would  Have  received 
on  this  stock  of  the  Federal  Government,  which 
she  transferred  for  Ihe  purpose  of  liquidating  the 
debt  acknowledged  to  be  the  debt  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  apprehend,  then,  there  can  be  no  diffi- 
culty on  the  part  of  my  honorable  fiiend  from 
Michigan,  or  any  olher  Senator  in  agreeing  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  should  like 
to  understand  exactly  the  effect  of  the  principle  of 
ihis  bill  before  1  vole  on  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
1  shall  have  any  objection  to  it  when  I  come  to 
understand  it,  but  (wish  to  know  what  it  is. 

1  consider  that  this  matter  of  interest  is  purely 
a  conventional  one,  and  that  you  may  eslablisn 
any  rule  you  please.  It  onght  to  be  stable,  it 
ought  to  be  certain,  it  ought  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  discretion,  I  granl.  But  if  I  rightly  understand 
the  object  of  this  bill,  the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  un- 
settle the  account  of  every  State  which  has  been 
settled  by  this  Government  for  any  lapse  of  time 
back.  The  mode  in  which  interest  has  been  cal- 
culated has  been  adopted  partly  under  various 
laws  of  Congress  authorizing  the  payment  of  inter- 
est to  a  Stale.  I  do  not  care  in  what  manner  the 
interest  was  to  be  paid.  It  makes  no  difference  to 
me  whether  it  was  to  be  paid  in  cases  when  the 
State  disposed  of  an  interest-bearing  slock,  or 
when  she  paid  inleresl  herself,  and  not  in  other 
cases.  Thai  is  immaterial  to  this  question.  Under 
the  laws  of  Congress  providing  that  the  accounts 
of  the  States  should  be  settled  and  they  be  indem- 
nified and  interest  be  paid  to  them,  a  certain 
mode  of  settling  their  accounts  has  been  adopted 
al  the  Treasury  Department;  and  that  mode  has 
been  tarried  through  the  account  of  every  State 
with  which  a  settlement  has  been  made  by  the 
United  Stales.  I  believe  that  mode  has  not  nith- 
erto  been  objected  lo  by  any  Slale.  The  effect  of 
this  bill,however,is  toapply  a  different  rule  of  set- 
tlement in  regard  lo  the  accounts  of  the  Slate  of 
Maryland  from  any  that  has  hitherto  obtained. 
The  inevitable  result  is  that  if  you  change  it  in 
reference  to,  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  every  other 
Stale  will  call  upon  you  to  do  the  tame  thing.  In 
olher  words,  the  object  of  this  bill  is  lo  carry  out 
what  is  called  the  legal  mode  of  settling  interest 
between  debtor  and  credilor  as  individuals. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  incumbent  pressure 
upon  this  Government  to  adopt  any  of  the  analo- 
gies between  the  transactions  of  individuals  or  the 
transactions  of  a  Stale  government  with  an  indi- 
vidual. There  is  no  analogy  between  thecases  in 
olher  respects.  In  the  case  of  an  individual,  the 
debtor  is  always  bound  lo  seek  his  credilor,  and 
if  he  does  not  seek  his  creditor  and  pay  him 
promptly,  he  is  bound  to  pay  interest  until  the 
debt  is  discharged.  In  the  case  of  a  Government, 
nobody  ever  heard  of  such  a  principle  as  that. 
Nobody  ever  supposed  that  a  Government  was 
bound  lo  seek  its  credilor.  The  Government  must 
be  sought  by  the  credilor,  and  he  has  no  right  to 
claim  interest  for  his  own  neglect.  There  is  a 
great  variety  of  olher  differences  in  the  nature  of 
things  between  the  rules  which  are  to  govern  the 
relations  of  a  Government  and  its  citizen,  and 
those  which  prevail  between  citizen  and  citizen. 

Now,  sir,  unless  v«ry  strong  reasons  are  as> 
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signed  to  me  why  I  should  do  this,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  unseille  the  accounts  of  all  the  States  of 
the  Union  with  the  Federal  Government.  They 
have  been  adjusted  on  the  principle  of  indemnify- 
ing them.  1  am  not  willing  thus  to  reopen  them. 
I  am  not  willing  to  unsettle  that  mode  in  the  case 
of  one  State,  (for  it  leads  to  tKe  same  thing  in  all 
other  cases,)  unless  very  strong  reasons  are  given 
showing  the  necessity  of  the  change.  To  justify 
me  in  supporting  it,  I  must  have  something  more 
than  a  technical  rule  of  law  as  adopted  by  courts 
between  man  and  man,  which  requires  a  particular 
mode  to  be  pursued  in  the  calculation  of  interest. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  the  technical 
rule  of  the  courts  as  adopted  between  man  and 
man,  is  founded  on  the  principles  of  justice,  sheer 
justice;  and  if  it  is  not,  this  Government  is  an  ex- 
tortioner; and  it  exacts  from  individuals  wrongly 
and  meanly  what  it  will  be  wrongful  and  mean  in 
it  to  deny  to  a  sovereign  State  which  has  advanced 
money  for  it.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  mere  techni- 
cality. 1  do  not  put  this  claim  upon  the  ground 
of  technicality;  I  put  it  upon  the  ground  of  indem- 
nity. You  cannot  indemnify  us,  unless  you  pay 
us  what  we  have  lost;  and  you  cannot  pay  us 
what  we  have  lost,  unless  you  pay  us  according 
to  the  principle  of  this  bill. 

It  is  said  the  Government  must  be  sought. 
Well,  sir,  this  Government  has  been  sought  and 
besought,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  but  has 
been  deaf  to  every  call  we  have  made.  Some 
years  ago,  I  introduced  a  bill,  proposing  to  settle 
with  all  the  Slates  under  similar  circumstances, 
not  knowing  how  many  there  were,  or  whether 
there  were  any.  I  do  not  Itnow  that  any  Slate  is 
exactly  in  theconditionof  the  State  of  Maryland. 
I  do  not  know  that  any  other  Stale  has  liquidated 
its  debts,  occasioned  by  such  advances,  by  the 
transfer  of  interest-bearing  funds.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  they  have  liquidated  all  those  advances 
out  of  the  money  lying  idle  in  their  Treasury,  in 
which  cases  the  Government  refuses  to  pay  in- 
terest. But,  sir,  1  introduced  a  general  bill  pro- 
viding for  payment  in  all  cases.  I  was  then  told 
"let  every  tub  stand  on  its  own  bottom."  A 
friend  of  mine,  then  a  Senator  from  Alabama,  a 
gentleman  whom  I  much  respected  while  living, 
and  whom  I  honor  now  that  he  is  dead ,  Mr.  King, 
introduced  in  1848  or  1849,  a  bill  for  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  asked  me  not  to  mingle  that  up 
with  the  claim  of  Maryland;  but  to  allow  each 
State  to  stand  by  itself,  and  to  let  iiis  bill  pass  sep- 
arately frpm  everything  else.  1  did  so.  Now,  I 
introduce  a  bill  aeparalely  for  the  payment  of 
Maryland,  and  1  am  told  that  it  may  open  the 
d  )nr  for  all  other  States  that  have  similar  claims. 
What  if  it  does.'  If  other  States  have  such  claims, 
they  have  just  claims  which  this  Government 
ought  to  satisfy  and  adjust  without  regard  to 
money.  If  it  took  every  dollar  in  the  Treasury, 
it  ought  to  be  done.  It  is  no  argument  against  a 
claim  that  we  open  the  door  to  largeclaimsof  the 
same  sort,  if  those  claims  are  just  in  themselves. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  clear  that  this  Government  has 
not  treated  us  with  justice.  It  has  refused  to  pay 
the  interest  which  we  have  lost.  In  the  case  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  the  Government  has  paid 
her  interest  when  she  lost  it,  not  by  the  actual 
transfer  of  an  interest-bearing  fund,  in  the  nature 
of  stocks  of  this  Government  held  by  her;  but 
when  she  took  the  money  out  of  her  State  bank, 
where  it  was  active  capital,  on  which  interest  was 
being  made.  This  was  refunded  on  the  principle 
of  indemnity.  That  is  all  we  ask.  No  technical 
notions  of  the  right  of  the  Government  to  be  above 
the  rule  of  justice  which  applies  between  individ- 
uals, ond  which  is  enforced  by  a  Slate  against  in- 
dividuals, can  preclude  us  in  the  demand  which 
we  make.     1  trust  the  Senate  will  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Sir,  1  never  for  a  moment 
meant  to  intimate,  as  an  argument  here,  that,  if 
this  claim  were  just,  in  the  broad  sense  of  justice, 
of  moral  obligation  to  pay,  this  Government  ought 
not  to  pay  to  its  last  dollar,  or  to  borrow  for  the 
purpose  of  paying.  1  admit  that  principle.  But, 
sir,  I  have  said  in  this  body,  and  I  say  it  again, 
(and,  if  it  were  not  for  the  heat  of  the  weather,  I 
would  endeax'or  now  to  illustrate  it,  and  I  could 
bring  strong  arguments  in  support  of  my  view  of 
the  question,)  that  the  obligation  imposed  on  a 
"  Government,  or  on  individuals,  to  pay  interest  is, 
in  my  judgment,  a  question  merely  of  conventional 
law.  There  is  no  question  of  morol  obligation 
involved  in  it.    According  to  the  principles  of  the 


canon  law,  all  interest  was  usury,  and  the  taking 
of  it  was  absolutely  forbidden,  as  an  immoral 
transaction.  In  the  progress  of  this  commercial 
age,  I  am  aware,  courts  and  Legislatures  have 
been  disposed  to  extend  the  rule  as  to  the  payment 
of  interest  on  money;  but  it  is  all  conventional. 
After  all,  there  is  no  obligation  to  pay  interest 
beyond  what  the  positive  provision  of  law  re- 
quires. Such  is  my  judgment.  There  are  a  variety 
of  cases  in  which  it  is  never  allowed  now.  This 
is  what  1  meant  by  speaking  of  a  technical  obli- 
gation to  pay  interest. 

Why,  sir,  in  all  the  States  of  this  Union  there 
is  a  great  variety  of  rules  as  to  whether  debts  bear 
or  do  not  bear  interest.  In  some  it  is  a  question 
partly  left  to  ihediscretionof  the  jury.  In  others, 
debts  are  said  to  bear  interest  per  se.  All  these 
things  are  the  result  of  positive  legislation  in  the 
particular  State  in  which  the  rule  exists.  The 
general  rule  as  regards  Governments  is,  that  they 
do  not  pay  interest.  In  my  judgment,  the  wise 
rule  would  be  that  they  should  never  pay  interest 
except  based  on  express  agreement,  not  implied 
contract.  By  adhering  to  this  rule,  we  should 
get  rid  of  a  great  many  ditficult  questions  con- 
nected with  this  matter.  This  was  certainly  the 
doctrine  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  the  celebrated  letter 
which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Hammond,  the  British 
Minister,  that  the  obligation  to  pay  interest  was 
founded  upon  express  agreement.  That  is  the  I 
gist  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  whole  letter.  , 
Then  it  comes  to  be  a  question,  not  of  a  moral  i 
obligation  to  pay  interest,  but  it  is  purely  a  ques-  ' 
tion  of  convenlional  law  That  is  what  I  contend 
for.  According  to  the  usage  of  this  Government, 
it  has  agreed  to  reimburse  the  States  for  the  ex- 
penditures made  on  its  behalf;  and  in  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  in  such  cases,  there  has  been  a 
practice  in  the  Executive  Department  applied  to 
all  the  States  of  the  Union.  Now,  I  say  1  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  this  bill,  which  will  unsettle 
that  practice,  and  provide  fora  new  mode  of  adjust- 
ing the  accounts,  unless  some  strong  reason  is 
given  to  me  why  the  Government  should  alter  its 
whole  course  of  practice. 

1  do  not  think  there  is  any  justice  in  this  matter 
at  all;  I  speak  of  justice  in  the  light  of  moral  ob- 
ligation. There  always  must  be  difficulties  con- 
nected with  the  allowance  of  interest.  In  many 
cases  it  might  be  asked  that  the  Government 
should  pay  interest  on  interest.  If  you  were  to  go 
through  tne  whole  of  these  accounts,  you  woiud 
easily  see  that  might  result  from  the  alteration 
now  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  law.  Yet  there 
is  no  question  of  justice  about  it.  There  are  cases 
in  which  men  ought  to  pay  interest  on  interest, 
and  in  which  men  are  made  to  pay  interest  on  in- 
terest, even  in  courts  of  equity,  where  there  is 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  trustee,  in  annual  or 
semi-annual  statements  of  accounts.  TKe  general 
idea  of  the  community,  however,  is,  that  interest 
oninterestis  an  immoral  transaction.  Inmy  view, 
it  is  a  question  purely  conventional  altogether. 
The  tjuestion,  whether  interest,  as  well  as  the 
principal,  should  bear  interest,  is  purely  a  con- 
ventional question,  dependent  on  positive  law. 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not.  There  is  no 
differencein  point  of  justice  between  thetwo  coses. 
When  I  owe  a  bond  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
interest  is  due  on  it,  there  is  no  reason  why,  if  I 
do  not  pay  the  interest  when  it  is  due,  I  should 
not  pay  interest  on  that  interest  as  well  as  on  the 
principal.  It  is  not  a  question  of  moral  reason- 
ing; and  I  say  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
two  cases;  and  yet,  probably  there  is  not  a  State 
in  this  Union  in  which  a  contract  to  pay  interest 
on  interest  would  not  be  invalid. 

I  mention  this  in  order  to  show  that  the  whole 
question  of  obligation  to  pay  interest  is  a  question 
of  positive  law  altogether.  As  it  is  so^  I  am  un- 
willing, on  the  application  of  a  particular  State,  to 
change  the  mode  of  computing  interest,  or  to  allow 
interest  in  cases  where  it  has  heretofore  been 
refused.  If  I  had  time  to  took  into  this  measure, 
I  might  think  the  principle  on  which  it  is  based  a 
wise  one,  though  it  does  go  to  unsettle  all  the 
State  accounts  which  have  been  settled  for  years 
back.  As  yet,  however,  I  have  heard  no  sufficient 
reason  for  altering  the  established  practice  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  these  accounts,  as 
applied  to  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  which  would 
necessarily  lead  to  an  alteration  of  the  practice  as 
to  the  accounts  of  all  other  States  similarly  situ- 
ated; for  I  believe  it  is  not  alleged  in  this  case  that 


the  officers  of  the  Government,  in  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  departed  from 
the  rule  which  has  been  established  here  in  refer- 
ence to  interest.  If  there  were  any  allegation 
that  they  did  not  apply  to  this  case  the  same 
principles  which  they  apply  to  all  others  similarly 
situated,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  vote  for  the  bill; 
but  no  such  allegation  is  made.  The  bill  is  based 
simply  on  the  fact  that  the  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment does  not  operate  to  allow  interest  in  the  le^al 
mode  which  would  be  adopted  in  a  court  of  justice 
between  man  and  man. 

Why,  sir,  merchants  vary  on  the  subject  of 
interest.  In  the  mercantile  mode  of  stating  inter- 
est, they  calculate  it  on  both  aides  of  the  account. 
The  reasons  for  this  could  be  given;  but  it  is  un- 
necessary to  go  into  them  now.  The  legal  mode, 
I  admit,  is  different.  But  the  question  now  is, 
whether  you  are  to  unsettle  the  established  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  in  the  computation  and 
alloiw|nce  of  interest.  Without  very  strong  rea- 
sons being  given  for  it,  I  cannot  agree  to  it.  After 
examination,  I  might  be  willing  to  yield  my  ob- 
jections. I  did  not  hear  the  first  argument  of  the 
honorable  Senatorfrom  Maryland,  [Mr.  Peakce.] 
I  should  have  to  see  a  statement  of  the  argument, 
and  understand  the  operation  of  the  bill,  before  I 
could  make  up  my  mind  as  to  its  propriety.  But, 
at  any  rate,  I  am  unwilling  to  alter  a  general  prac- 
tice which  has  obtained  without  objection  to  this 
day,  unless  some  very  potent  reason  be  assigned 
for  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  desire  to  ask  a  question  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland.  If  the  State  of  Mary- 
land had  paid  in  money  instead  of  in  stock,  would 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under  its 
usage,  have  been  bound  to  pay  interest^ 

Mr.  PEARCE.  According  to  usage,  it  would 
have  refused  to  pay  interest.  It  has  paid  no  in- 
terest, when  a  State,  having  cash  lying  idle  in  its 
vaults,  paid  out  that. 

Mr.  CHASE.  That  is  the  point  1  wished  to 
to  get  at. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  B&tard  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     I  desire  to  submit  a  single 

fuestion  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
EARCE.]  1  want  to  know  precisely  whether  I 
understand  the  grounds  on  which  the  claim  rests. 
If  I  understand  it  aright,  if  this  bill  be  passed, 
Maryland  will  receive  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment just  what  she  has  advanced,  with  interest 
thereon,  liquidated  according  to  the  rules  of  law, 
and  no  more? 

Mr.  PEARCE.    No  more. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     I  shall  vote  for  the  bUl. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  36,  nays  7;  as  follows: 

VEA8— Meinrn.  Ariamn,  Allen,  M-  '  •  ■  "■■".  Renjaain, 
flrodlieait,  Hrown,  lluller,  (^lay,  <'  ,  DotftoF 

WJflConHin,  Evnns,  Feusenden,  I't  'Ot,  Geyec, 

Gillette,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Jv,,. ,.-,'.  ...wa,  Joneflof 
Tennf!«8ce,  Mallory,  Maaon,  Nomp,  fearce,  Peltit,  Pnn, 
Rockwell,  Ruak,  Sebaaiian,  Seward,  Thompson  of  Keo- 
tucky.Toucey,  and  Wade— 36, 

NAY8— Measra.  Bayard,  Bri|ht,Cua,  Chaae,  Dodfe  of 
[owa,  Sumner,  and  Walker — 7. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MKETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  move  to  postpone  all  prior 
orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from 
the  House  lo  cnange  the  day  for  the  annual  as- 
sembling of  Congress.  1  want  a  test  vote  upon 
that  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  certainly  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  at  another  time;  but  I  under- 
stand the  prior  order  of  business  is  the  motion  lo 
refer  the  petition  presented  on  Thursday  last,  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rockweij.] 
praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law. 

Mr.  GWIN.  We  can  dispose  of  this  bill  in  s 
very  short  time. 

*  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  I  am  right  in 
my  impression,  I  ask  that  we  may  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  that  subject. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  yielded  the  floor,  at  the  time 
I  made  the  motion  to  take  up  the  railroad  bill,  as 
a  courtesy  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, (who  is  obliged  to  leave  the  city,)  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  him  to  coll  up  his  bill.     I 
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derttood  that  i  had  the  implied  assent  or  the 

Date  to  tnke  up  the  bill  giving  the  right  of  way 

roes  the  Long  Bridge  to  the  Virginia  railroaa, 
then  the  other  bill  wds  disposed  of.  I  hope  it 
will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  take  up  Chat 
bill  nojr.  I  hope  that  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi will  allow  us  to  do  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  desire  a  test  vote  on  the  two 
propositions.  I  understand  the  House  wish  to 
have  the  sense  of  the  Seriate  upon  their  proposi- 
tion to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
before  they  can  advisedly  determine  upon  the  ad- 
journment resolution.  1  therefore  desire  a  test 
vole  between  my  proposition  and  that  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  on 
which  the  question  is  taken  first.  If  one  falls  the 
other  will  be  made.  As  mine  is  before  the  Senate, 
I  desire  a  test  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  have  no  objection  totakingup 
thebill  menuoned  by  theSenator  from  Mlssia^ippi, 
or  any  other  matter;  but,  sir,  the  subject  wlych 
was  hurrying  the  Senate  so  much  several  weeks 
ago  seems  now  to  be  forgotten — 1  allude  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  ol^  the  United  Slates,  vetoing 
the  indigent  insane  land  bill.  I  believe  it  is  the 
special  order.  The  morning  hour  has  passed,  and 
I,  for  one,  feel  disposed  to  take  it  up  so  that  we 
may  have  the  discussion  upon  it  concluded  within 
some  reasonable  time.  Tne  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mrr-BaoDElEAD]  got  the  floor  upon  it 
some  five  days  ago,  but  still  the  subject  has  been 
postponed,  if  not  by  the  positive  action  of  the 
Senate,  by  ita  negative  action  in  refusing  to  take 
it  up.  I  insist,  if  it  is  in  my  power,  upon  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  would  ask  the  Chair  what 
was  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday.' 

The  PRESIDINGOFFICER,  (Mr.  Bright  in 
the  chair.)  The  special  order  of  to-day  is  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which  wtus  a 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  a 

fieiition  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
aw;  but  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  moves  to 
postpone  the  prior  order  of  business  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  bill  from  the  House 
changing  the  day  for  the  annual  assembling  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  that  the  memorial 
from  the  citizens  of  Boston  be  taken  up  and  acted 
upon.  There  ore  Senators  here,  doubtless,  who 
desire  to  express  tlieir  views  upon  it.  I  have 
something  further  to  say  myself.  I  think  we  had 
better  proceed  with  it  to-day. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  but  a  single  objection 
•  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  House 
uill  for  convening  Congress  on  the  first  Monday 
in  November,  if  we  consider  it  before  the  House 
act  upon  our  amendment  ti>  their  resolution  in 
reference  to  the  adjournment.  The  object  of 
the  bill  is  U>  lengthen  one  session  and  shorten 
the  other,  and  1  nm  free  to  say  that  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  lengthen  the  short  session  unless  I  see  a 
positive  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  coordinate 
Dranch  of  the  legislature  to  shorten  the  long  ses- 
sion. If  they  will  pass  the  resolution  adjourning 
on  the  17th  of  July,  I  am  willing  to  vote  to  take 
the  bill  up;  but  I  do  not  want  to  give  my  vote  nn 
it  now,  for  if  I  do,  I  shall  have  to  vote  against  it, 
though  I  should  otherwise  be  for  it.  1  wish  the 
adjournment  resolution  disposed  of  first. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  that  they  cannot  reach  that  resolution 
in  the  House.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  pass  this 
bill  they  will  take  it  up  and  act  upon  it,  and  meet 
the  views  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  adjourn- 
ment, leaving  out  the  recess. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  only  state  that  if  it  is  taken 
up  now,  I  must  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  do  not  desire  to  interfere  with 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  has  the  floor  on 
the  petilioii  from  Mnssiichiisetts.  if  he  wislies 
to  go  on,  I  have  nothing  further  to  say,  but  if  he 
does  not,  I  wish  to  press  this  question. 

Mr.  DIXON.  I  desire  to  submit  to  the  Senate 
some  remaiks  on  the  question  which  the  memorial 
brines  before  its  consideration,  but  if  thebill  which 
the  Senator  fcpm  Mississippi  moves  to  take  upcan 
be  disposed  of  in  a  very  few  minutes,  1  am  willing 
to  wait. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  think  we  can  dispose  of  it  in 
a  very  few  minutes.  Every  rann  has  made  up  his 
mind. 

Mr.  GWIN.     If  the  Senator  will  give  way  we 


can  easily  have  a  test  vote  whether  the  Senate  is 
disposed  to  take  it  up  or  not.  I  would  not  inter- 
fere with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
but  It  is  perfectly  notorious  that  the  question  on 
which  he  is  to  speak  is  one  of  no  practical  benefit 
to  the  Senate  or  the  country.  It  is  a  mere 
wasting  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but  the  question 
about  adjourning  at  an  early  day  is  a  practical 
question.  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  take  up  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams's  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote, 
on  a  division,  of  ayes  22,  noes  13. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  appoint  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember as  the  day  for  the  annual  assembling  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  No- 
vember," and  insert  "October." 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Under  the  circumstances,  1 
shall  vote  both  against  theamendmentand  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House,  and  for  this  reason: 
We  have  made  an  amendment  to  the  House  reso- 
lution for  adjournment,  in  which  we  gave  to  them 
the  guarantee  of  whot  our  views  were,  viz:  thot 
we  would  adjourn  from  the  17th  day  of  July  to 
the  third  Monday  in  October.  It  was  passed  by 
a  decided  vote.  The  House  of  Representatives, 
therefore,  have  the  evidence  that  the  Senate  is 
willing  to  prolong  the  next  session  of  Congress 
by  way  of  a  recess — for  it  amounts  to  the  same 
thing  practically — that  it  is  willing  to  throw  in 
connection  with  the  next  session,  a  period  of  time 
abstracted  now  from  the  hot  summer  months. 
We  have  sent  that  resolution ;  there  it  lies.  In 
place  of  acting  upon  it,  they  have  sent  to  us  a  bill 
to  lengthen  the  short  session  of  Congress.  They 
have  an  indication  of  what  the  view  of  the  Senate 
is,  but  we  have  not  got  theirs;  and,  in  my  belief, 
you  may  pass  this  bill  and  have  the  present  ses- 
sion extended  as  far  as  the  20th  of  September. 
If,  therefore,  the  bill  is  pressed  now,  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  am  opposed  both  to 
thebill  and  theamendment.  Now,  sir,  the  meeting 
of  Congress  is  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, r  believe  the  day  on  which  we  now  meet 
has  been  settled  fince  1787.  From  1787  to  the 
present  time  there'has  rarely  been  an  attempt  to 
change  it.  There  was  an  effort  made  to  limit  the 
long  session,  and  to  equalize  the  two  sessions;  but 
it  was  vetoed  by  President  Jackson,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  a  want  of  constitutional  power;  and 
from  1787  up  to  the  present,  the  first  Monday  in 
December  has  remained  the  day  for  the  assembling 
of  Congress.  We  have  passed  through  many 
exciting  scenes  since  that  lime.  We  have  had  the 
war  of  1812,  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  all  the 

Eolitical  wars  which  have  been  fought  in  both 
[ouses  of  Congress:  and  now,  in  a  state  of  pro- 
found peace,  and  when  all  the  legislation  of  the 
country  has  been  made  in  reference  to  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  we  are  called  upon  to  change  the 
day  from  the  first  Monday  in  December  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October,  to  suit  the  views  of  some, 
and  to  the  first  Monday  in  November  to  meet  the 
views  of  others. 

1  would  inquire  what  great  pressing  necessity 
exists  for  this  change.'  Has  there' been  any  call 
throughout  the  country  for  a  change  of  the  day  of 
meeting  of  Congress?  Are  thereat  this  time  more 
absorbing  subjects  demanding  its  early  assembling, 
and  the  lengthening  of  the  session,  than  have 
existed  at  various  periods  for  about  sixty-seven 
years  ?  If  there  are,  they  have  escaped  my  obser- 
vation. With  regard  to  the  section  of  country 
where  I  live,  I  have  read  pretty  much  all  the  pub- 
lic prints,  and  I  have  an  extensive  correspondence 
from  that  quarter;  but  I  have  not  noticed  that  a 
word  has  been  said  about  changing  the  day  of  the 
meeting  ofCongTeiis.  I  read  the  prints  from  other 
portions  of  the  Union,  which  generally  afford  in- 
formation from  other  sections,  but  not  a  whisper 
have  I  heard  of  the  wish  that  Congress  should 
assemble  earlier.  What  is  the  pressing  necessity 
for  it?  It  seems  to  me  that  before  Congress,  in 
this  hurried  way,  undertakes  to  establish  an  inno- 
vation upon  a  usage  sanctified  by  the  length  of 
time  which  it  has  existed,  the  country  should  call 
for  it.  If  the  public  interests  demanded  it  at  the 
hands  of  their  representatives,  1  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  yield  to  that  demand. 
Sir,  the  legislation  in  several  of  the  States  is 


made  in  reference  to  the  time  now  fixed  by  law  for 

the  assembling  of  Congress;  and  by  the  proposed 
change  you  will  unhinge  the  legislation  of  a  large 
number  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  My  own  Le- 
gislature assembles  a  week  after  the  day  proposed 
for  the  meeting  of  Congress.  This  change  would 
be  unexpected  to  my  State,  and  I  may  say  the  same 
thing  of  Mississippi,  and  perhaps  of  Louisiana. 
The  population  of  Alabama  ranges  from  the  sea- 
coast  to  the  mountains, and  the  representatives  of 
a  population  thus  situated  cannot  be  expected  to 
meet  a  day  earlier  than  the  second  Monday  in 
November.  Those  from  the  higher  latitudes  in 
my  State,  I  feel  assured,  would  be  unwilling  to  go 
south  at  an  earlier  period  than  that,  as  they  would 
have  to  do  to  get  to  the  seat  of  Government.  It 
has  been  the  custom  of  the  State  which  1  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  never  to  elect  her  Sena- 
tors so  long  in  advance  as  two  years;  and  the 
proposed  change  would  deprive  Alabama  of  a 
Senator  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, or  subject  her  to  the  onerous  expense  of  a 
called  session. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  matter  has  not  rewived 
the  due  reflection  which  it  should  have  received; 
and  allow  me  to  say  to  Senators  from  othV  por- 
tions of  the  country,  that  the  bill,  in  its  operation, 
will  absolutely  exclude  every  Senator  and  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  attends 
here  from  his  right  to  vote  at  the  election  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
for  we  shall  have  to  be  here  attending  to  our 
public  duties  when  that  election  comes  ofT,  on  the 
firstTuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
in  every  State  throughout  the  Union,  which  is  a 
period  after^the  time  proposed  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress.  Have  Senators  thought  of  this  fact — 
that  at  every  second  Congress,  the  public  men 
will  be  withdrawn  to  attend  to  their  public  duties 
here  at  that  time,  and  will  not  be  permitted  to 
exercise  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  of  those 
officers?  It  may  be  said  that  w»  may  modify  the 
law  in  regard  to  the  time  of  their  election.  That 
is  true;  but  it  only  comes  to  what  I  have  before  said, 
that  we  shall,  by  this  legislation,  derange  every- 
thing; and  we  snail  have  to  go  to  a  new  system 
of  legislation .  We  shall  have  not  only  to  do  that, 
but  1  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  the  modification 
takes  place,  if  the  bill  becomes  a  law,  you  will 
find  that  it  will  derange  a  large  portion  of  the 
legislation  of  the  country.  I  know  it  cannot  be 
otherwise,  and  it  would  be  onerous  on  a  large 
portion  of  the  public  men  of  the  country. 

For  a  large  number  of  members,  whether  en- 
gaged in  professional  or  agricultural  pursuits  in 
the  country  where  I  live,  October  and  November 
are  busy  months.  I  know  that  to  be  a  fact  in 
several  of  the  States.  It  is  true  of  Louisiana;  it 
is  true  of  Texas,  and  of  many  other  States,  his 
a  busy  season  with  the  planter  in  my  own  Slate; 
it  is  a  season  which  engages  the  attention  of  the 
professional  man.  Adopt  this  amendment,  and, 
as  far  as  the  agricultural  interests  are  concerned, 
we  could  neither  sow  nor  reap,  nor  gather  our 
crops;  and  it  will  be  conceded  that  public  men, 
as  well  as  those  In  private  life,  should  not  be  un- 
mindful of  their  private  interests,  especially  when 
they  can  obtain  spare  time  from  their  public  duties. 
There  are  many  other  arguments  which  I  could 
urge  against  the  proposed  change;  but  I  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  an  extended 

I  discussion  on  this  question.  I,  however,  have 
deemed  it  due  to  myself,  and  those  1  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  to  submit  the  views  to 
which  I  have  given  utterance  against  the  passage 

I  of  this  bill. 

I      Mr.  GWIN.     I  do  not  intend  to  consume  the 

I  time  of  the  Senate  in  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion, i  think  it  commends  itself  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  body,  except  those  who  are  interested 

!  in  not  meeting  at  the  period  designated.  It  seems 
to  beavery  inconvenient  lime  to  some  members  of 
the  Senote.  Itis  a  very  inconvenient  time  to  me  as 
it  stands.  I  cannot  vote  at  the  presidential  election 
now.  I  am  as  anxious  as  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama to  vote,  but  I  shall  never  be  able  to  do  it, 
until  the  mode  of  communication  be  changed. 
When  the  great  national  railroad  shall  have  been 
built,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  leave  California  aflerthe 
election,  and  be  here  in  time  for  the  usembling  of 
Congress;  but  I  cannot  do  so  now. 

As  to  deranging  the  order  of  business,  whot  is 
the  order  of  business  now?  We  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December  of  the  short  session 
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aod.takeup  the  Calendar  precisely  Rswe  leave  it  on 
theday  ofadjnurnmeni  of  the  lone  session;  and  if 
the  day  of  meeting  should  be  on  ine  first  Monday 
of  Nnvember,  the  order  of  business  would  be  pre- 
cisely rhc  same.  By  <iur  rules,  all  the  business 
matured  this  i<es8inn,and  not  disposed  nf,  will  be 
taken  up  in  its  order  at  the  next  session  fur  con- 
sideration. This,  ihererore,  will  derange  no  order 
of  buaineos  at  all.  On  that  point,  then,  the  Senator 
■8  entirely  mintaken.  We^can  commence  business 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  as  we  now  can 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  It  is  perfectly 
notorious  that  no  business  matured  at  the  short 
session,  except  the  appropriation  bills,  stands  any 
chance.  At  the  short  session  we  take  up  the 
Calendar  as  we  left  it  at  the  adjournment  of  the 
long  session. 

As  to  the  old,  fixed  policy  of  the  Government, 
it  is  well  known  that  when  the  day  of  meeting 
was  fixed,  the  duties  of  the  Government  were 
not  80  great.  They  were  not  one — one  hundredth 
part  OS  great  as  they  are  now.  What  ia  the 
use  of  tlie  short  session  ?  During  the  three 
months  we  do  but  little  more  than  pass  the  ap- 
propriation bills.  Owing  to  ihe  agitation  of  a  great 
questibn  that  has  passed,  through  Congress  at  this 
session,  some  of  the  most  important  questions 
connected  with  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  not  been  acted  upon;  and  they  can- 
not be  acted  upon  during  the  dog  days,  when  we 
can  scarcely  keep  together  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses.  We  want  an  additional  month  added  to 
the  short  sess'ion  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
these  measures.  Mr.  Presdent,  I  think  every 
consideration  that  should  influence  a  public  man, 
should  induce  us  to  bring  this  session  to  an  imme- 
diate close;  and  to  accomplish  that,  we  ought  to 
pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  do  not  like  to  change  from  old 
rules  that  have  worked  well,  without  some  good 
substantial  reasons.  The  meeting  of  Congress 
heretofore,  since  the  formation  of  theGovernment, 
has  been,  as  directed  in  the  Constitution,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December.  We  are  asked  now, 
upon  very  short  notice,  and  with  very  little  delib 
eration,  to  change  the  day  to  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  according  to  the  bill,  or  to  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  according  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  What  are  the 
reasons  that  have  been  offered  for  it?  One  is  the 
dispatch  of  the  public  business;  another  is  the 
shorieningof  the  long  sessions  of  Congress,  which 
■re  admitted  now  to  run  to  entirely  too  great  a 
length  I  do  not  think  it  will  effect  the  first  ob- 
ject. From  the  history  of  our  legislation  here,  it 
IS  known  that,  at  least  in  the  Senate,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  here  is  a  very  thin  attendance, 
and  adjnurnments  over  take  place  from  Thursday 
to  Monday  during  the  whole  of  the  first  month, 
80  that,  in  fact,  until  about  the  first  of  January, 
little  or  nothing  either  of  the  remaining  business 
on  hand,  or  new  business,  is  transacted  by  the 
Senate. 

Then,  I  apprehend  that,  unless  we  should 
change  this  policy,  which  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
to  believe  will  be  done,  in  place  of  consuming  one 
month  in  doing  little  or  nothing,  two  months 
would  be  consumed  in  that  way;  so  that  the  idea 
is  all  imaginary  that  it  would  have  any  sort  of 
effect  in  shortening  the  long  session.  It  is  true, 
there  is  upon  your  table  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  joint  rules  of  both  Houses,  by  which  to  di- 
rect that  Congress  shall  adjourn  some  time  in 
May.  That  is  a  clear  encroachment.  Itisclearly 
unconstitutional.  The  Constitution  gives  the 
power  expres.'ly  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  to 
adjourn,  if  they  can  agree  upon  the  day;  and  in 
case  of  their  failing  to  agree  upon  the  day,  the 
President  has  the  right  to  adjourn  them  over. 
That  is  a  right  incident  to  every  Congress  that 
convenes.  We  have  it;  and  the  next  thnt  sits 
here  will  have  it  in  the  same  manner,  under  the 
Constitution.  Then  we  can  accomplish  nothing 
by  a  joint  rule,  because  we  assumes  power  never 
guarantied  in  the  Constitution  to  this  i^njgressto 
prescribe  a  rule  for  the  next  Congress  as  to  ad- 
journment; 80  thnt,  so  for  as  it  is  concerned,  I 
apprehend  it  will  result  in  nothing,  or  worse  than 
nothing.  It"i8  mischievous.  It  is  an  attempt  to 
accomplish,  outside  of  the  Constitution,  by  a  sort 
of  agreement,  that  which  the  Constitution  gives 
U8  no  sort  of  power  to  accomplish. 

I  can  see  no  good  to  result  from  the  change  of 
the  day  of  meeting,  but  1  can  see  a  great  doil  of 


mischief  in  it,  and  a  great  deal  of  confusion  that 
will  result  to  the  country  from  making  a  change 
so  suddenly,  and  without  any  discussion  and  re- 
flection upon  the  subject.  All  the  legislation  of 
ttie  Stales  has  been  had  in  direct  reference  to  our 
meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in  December.  Most 
of  them  have  adopted  in  their  constitution  a  pro- 
vision only  to  meet  biennially,  and  they  have, 
therefore,  arranged  their  meetings  to  conform  to 
the  regular  meeting  of  Congress,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December.  Their  general  election  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  ia  regulated  in  that  way.  What 
!  would  be  the  result  of  this.'  To  change  the  day 
I  of  meeting  suddenly,  and  to  require  all  the  Stales 
I  to  wheel  into  line  and  follow  you,  and  change 
their  legislation.  Perhaps  some  of  them  will  have 
to  change  their  Constitution  to  accommodate 
themselves  to  your  day  of  meeting,  when  no  good 
reason  has  been  given  why  it  should  take  place  at 
an  earlier  day  than  it  has  done  heretofore. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  passing  any  law  that  shall 
require  all  the  States  to  conform  to  it,  unless  there 
be  some  very  good  and  substantial  reason  for  it, 
1  and  some  great  public  benefit  to  be  accomplished 
by  it.  Suppose  they  do  not  turn  in  at  your  beck 
and  call,  and  assemble  a  convention  to  change 
the  Constitution,  or  assemble  the  Legislature  to 
change  the  law,  what  is  the  result.'  Some  States 
woulil  be  Ufirepresenled  here.  If  you  were  to 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  the  State 
I  of  Mis^insippi  would  be  unrepresented  for  some 
time,  and  there  may  be  questions  arising  as  to  the 
right  of  Mississippi  under  the  Constitution  to  be 
represented  here.  It  is  the  right  of  every  State 
in  the  Union  to  be  represented  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress; and  it  is  no  answer  to  say  that  little  busi- 
ness is  done  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  session. 
Vital  questions  might  arise,  and  they,  in  fact,  do 
arise  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  session  of 
every  Congress,  because  the  election  of  officers  is 
a  matter  of  vast  importance.  Mississippi,  Lou- 
isiana, and  several  other  States,  would  have  to 
change  their  time  of  election.  I  have  not  exam- 
ined particularly,  but  I  imagine  most  of  them 
would  have  to  do  so;  and  they  would  be  required 
to  call  a  session  of  the  Legislature  to  make  the 
changes.  It  would  put  the  whole  country  into  a 
turmoil  and  confusion,  and  it  would  subject  the 
people  to  a  great  expense;  and  for  my  life  I  can- 
not see  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it. 

But  that  is  not  all  the  mischief.  In  reference 
to  the  election  of  Senators  I  have  not  examined, 
but  1  imagine  it  will  be  found,  upon  examining, 
that  perhaps  one  half  or  one  third  of  the  States 
W(>uld  have  to  do  one  of  two  things,  in  order  to 
conform  to  this  new  day  of  meeting:  either  they 
would  have  to  elect  their  Senators  to  represent 
them  upon  this  floor  a  long  time  in  advance,  or 
they  would  have  to  be  for  some  month  or  two 
without  representation  here. 

It  is  very  impnriant,  in  my  judgment,  that  the 
elections  should  take  place  as  near  as  practicable 
immediately  preceding  the  commencement  of  the 
service  of  the  Senator  or  Representative.  Under 
such  circumstances,  this  would,  for  a  year  or  two, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  derange  the  affairs  of  the 
country;  and  it  would  do  another  thing.  If  Con- 
gress meets  at  the  time  prnpo.sed,  the  election  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
have  to  be  held  in  the  summer  time,  when  it  is 
known  that  a  large  portion  of  the  population  who 
have  wealth  and  anility  to  do  so  are  traveling, 
some  North  to  the  springs,  others  South  to  other 
places,  and  you  would  not  be  likely  to  get  as  full 
an  expression  of  public  opinion  at  the  general 
election  as  you  do  under  the  present  arrange- 
ment. There  are  innumerable  objections  to  this 
Another  is,  that  if  you  pass  the  bill.  Congress 
will  be  in  session  once  in  every  four  years  on  the 
day  on  which  the  presidential  election  takes  place. 
How  much  would  be  done  during  the  excitement 
of  a  presidential  election .'  H<tw  much  interest 
woiim  a  member  feel  in  an  election  of  that  descrip- 
tion? He  would  have  to  be  away  from  his  dis- 
trict, if  Congress  was  in  session;  and  what  would 
you  accomplish  pending  the  excitement?  On  the 
whole,  f  can  see  no  good  reason  for,  but  very 
many  serious  objections  against,  it. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  to  pass  this  bill.  There  are 
numerous  inconveniences  attached  to  a  proposi- 
tion to  change  the  time  of  meeting,  in  addition  in 
those  which  have  been  urged  by  the  Senators 
from  Texas  and  Alabama.     The  object  which 


gentlemen  seem  desirous  of  obtaining  is  to  shorten 
the  long  session,  and  lengthen  the  short  sejuion 
of  Congress;  or,  as  the  term  is,  to  equalize  more 
nearly  the  two  sessions.  It  appears  to  me  that 
I  the  slightest  reflection  will  make  it  obvious  that 
that  result  will  not  be  obtained  by  this  bill.  One 
thing  is  very  certain  that  one  month,  under  iu 
operation  is  to  be  added  to  each  session  at  its  com- 
mencement. You  begin  them  by  adding  two 
months  to  the  sitting  of  each  Congress — one  month 
to  the  long  session,  and  one  month  to  the  short 
session,  at  the  beginning.  How  are  you  going  to 
compensate  this  additional  time.  It  can  only  be 
done  on  the  supposition  that  you  will  strike  off  two 
months  from  the  end  of  the  long  term,  and  even 
then  we  shall  sit  the  same  length  of' time  that  ire 
do  now.  Can  any  gentleman,  experienced  in  the 
legislation  of  the  country,  suppose  for  a  momem 
that  that  is  going  to  be  the  effect  of  the  bill?  Does 
any  gentleman  suppose  that  the  legislature  of  the 
country  will  be  so  conducted  as  invariably  under 
its  operation  to  shorten  the  long  session  by  two 
months?  I  do  notthink  any  of  us  suppose  that  thai 
will  be  the  practical  operation  of  the  bill.  Therenll 
then  would  betoadd,  in  the  first  place,  twomooths 
to  the  first  session  of  each  Congress,  and  impose 
■hat  additional  burden  upon  the  people.  They 
already  think,  and  many  of  us  are  disposed  to 
share  the  opinion,  that  we  sit  here  too  long;  that 
a  great  deal  of  the  time  we  are  passing  here  might 
be  passed  more  profitably  for  the  country  at  large 
if  we  were  all  at  home.  At  all  events,  I  betiere, 
if  the  opinion  of  the  Ameriiatn  people  were  lokea 
upon  the  subject,  none  would  be  in  favor  of 
lengthening  the  present  terms  of  Congress.  As 
regards  almost  the  entire  South,  it  ia  well  known 
that  the  months  of  October  and  November,  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands,  are  almost  the  only 
months  during  which  gentlemen  from  that  portion 
of  the  country  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
their  constituencies,  and  rendering  an  account  of 
ikeir  action  in  this  body. 

The  proposition  is  to  take  away  from  us  those 
two  months,  the  only  two  we  have  in  the  year, 
it  may  be  perfectly  indifferent  to  gentlemen  from 
the  northern,  middle,  and  eastern  Stales,  at  what 
period  of  the  year  we  meet  here,  but,  sir,  we  do 
not  find  our  constituencies  in  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September.  From  us,  who  cannot 
travel  at  that  season,  and  are  opposed  to  any  ex- 
citing exertion,  from  us,  as  1  have  said  before, 
who  have  no  other  period  during  which  we  can 
visit  our  constituencies,  or  attend  to  our  private 
business,  except  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember, the  proposition  is  to  take  that  time  and 
leave  us  no  time  whatever.  1  appeal  to  gentle- 
men with  whom  a  mere  matter  of  convenience  is 
no  consideration,  who  can  get  to  Congress  at  any 
time  they  please,  and  get  back  home  at  any  tune 
they  please,  from  the  farjlilies  of  travel  afibtded 
by  northern  railroads,  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration.  If  the  meeting  of  C""""-"*  '»i'i-» 
place  upon  the  first  Monday  in  N< 
perfectly  satisfied  that  during  the  l;  >-: 

each  session,  barely  one  half  of  the  auuihecn  del- 
egation in  either  body  would  be  present. 

Take  my  own  State — Louisiana.  After  an  elec- 
tion, it  takes  something  like  three  weeks  before 
the  members  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  know 
whether  they  have  been  elected  or  not.  Our  elec- 
tions now  take  ploce  in  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber. They  formerly  took  place  in  the  summrr 
months.  It  was  found  that  an  election  at  that 
period  of  the  yeor  had  the  effect  of  disfrancbisins 
a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  State.  They 
could  not  attend  the  election  at  that  period.  They 
could  not  travel  to  their  precincts,  it  was  ineoD- 
venient  in  every  respect,  and  therefore  it  has  bees 
found  necessary  to  change  the  time  of  the  genera! 
election  to  the  first  Monday  in  November.  1  in- 
lieve  there  is  scarcely  one  of  the  aontliern  Staitt 
in  which  the  election  does  not  take  place  in  Octo- 
ber or  November.  In  order  to  be  here  on  IhefinK 
Monday  in  November,  nearly  every  gentlemas 
from  the  South  would  have  to  leave  home  in  the 
middle  of  October.  He  would  therefore  have  t* 
leave  home  every  year  at  the  very  period  when 
the  elections  come  on. 

I  cannot  conceive  that  gentlemen  should  atuch 
so  little  importance  to  the  objection  rniseti  bv  the 
Senator   from  Alabama,  that  every   '  is. 

Congress  would  be  in  session  while  "U- 

tial  election  was  going  on.     1  foron'       .    see 

no  such  experiment  as  thai;  1  for  one  would  be 
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extremely  loth  to  see  Congress  in  session  while 
the  presicJentinl  election  wos  going  on.  One  of 
two  things  would  result,  either  there  would  be  no 
quorum,  or  those  members  who  might  be  present 
wculd  not  only  be  deprived  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise, but  they  woulil  also  be  deprived  of  that  in- 
fluence which  we  may  fairly  consider  that  gentle- 
men, elected  by  their  constituents  to  seats  in 
Congress,  exercise  at  home;  and  besides,  sir,  it 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  improper  to  advert  to  the 
fact  that  nothing  would  be  more  fearful,  and  more 
to  be  deplored,  than  the  schemes  of  corruption 
which  would  take  place  in  case  Congress  was  in 
session  while  the  election  was  going  on,  giving 
room  for  the  formation  of  cliques  which  are  at  all 
limes  detrimental  to  the  morals  of  the  public,  and 
to  the  public  interest. 

If  you  change  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  adding  one  month  to  the 
beginning  of  each  session,  you  do  it  at  the  expense, 
I  think,  of  something  like  twenty  extra  sessions — 
no,  not  twenty,  but  about  .sixteen — which  would 
be  required  to  be  held  in  the  difl'erent  States  of  the 
Union.  What  is  the  cost  to  a  Stale  of  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislature?  I  do  not  know  what 
it  may  be  elsewhere,  but  in  my  Stale,  I  doubt 
whether  it  could  be  held  for  less  than  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  What  is  to  be  gained  by  this 
change.'  What  is  the  great  object  which  we  are 
all  to  gain.'  Gentlemen  who  have  had  long  expe- 
rience on  this  floor,  assure  us — and  i  believe  we 
all  know  the  assurance  to  be  well  founded — that 
more  business  is  done  at  the  short  session  than  at 
the  long  one.  We  are  busy  during  the  entire  du- 
ration of  the  long  session,  making  speeches  to  the 
country — not  in  conducting  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, not  in  passing  laws,  but,  as  my  friend  from 
Georgia  said  the  other  day,  in  writing  essays 
upon  poliiical  subjects,  and  putting  them  forth  to 
the  country.  It  is  perfectly  easy  for  us  to  write 
an  essay  at  home, 'and  address  it  to  our  constitu- 
ents. If  that  is  all  we  are  here  for,  we  could ^o 
it  at  a  great  saving,  at  a  great  economy,  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money.     ' 

There  are  some  other  objections  to  this  matter 
which  have  been  touched  upon  by  other  gentle- 
men. Upon  the  whole,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
one  benefit  which  gentlemen  expect  to  derive  from 
it  will  be  obtained.  ThesesSlonsof  Congress  will 
not  be  shortened.  We  shall  add,  to  a  certainty, 
two  months  to  the  beginning  of  the  two  sessions. 
It  is  a  matter  extremely  problematical  whether  we 
shall  cut  off  a  single  week  from  the  end  of  the  long 
session.  We  shall  throw  the  legislation  of  the  whole 
southern  country  into  confusion.  We  shall  have, 
at  the  beginning  of  every  session ,  barely  a  quorum . 
A  large  number  of  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives from  theSouth  will  be  absent.  And  we  shall 
impose  a  vast  additional  expense  upon  the  whole 
of  the  southern  States.  I  trust  gentlemen  will 
not  insist  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  or,  at  all 
events,  that  the  vote  will  not  be  taken  until  we 
can  have  a  fuller  delegation  than  at  present. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  in  favor  of  passing  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
If  I  could  gratify  my  own  personal  wishes,  irre- 
spective of  other  considerations,  I  should  be  for 
the  proposition  of  my  friend  from  Illinois;  but  the 
House  has  sent  us  a  bill  providing  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in  November 
instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  December.  I  wish 
to  risk  nothing  as  to  the  fate  of  that  measure  by 
incorporating  any  amendment  upon  it.  I  am  in 
favor  of  securing  what  I  consider  a  great  dtsiile- 
ratum — an  earlier  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
with  a  view  to  its  eff"ect  first  upon  the  short,  and, 
secondly,  upon  the  long  sessions  of  Congress. 
Every  one  who  has  been  a  member  of  either 
House  of  Congress,  knows  the  inconvenience 
which  results  from  the  meeting  of  the  body  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December.  The  time  is  so 
short  until  the  Christmas  holidays,  that  no  busi- 
ness of  general  importance  is  ever  done  until  after 
the  1st  of  January;  and  we  have  .then  but  two 
months  in  the  short  session  left  in  which  to  con- 
sider, or  to  put  by  without  consideration,  every  im- 
portant subject  which  enjages  our  attention,  with 
the  exception  of  the  appropriation  bills.  Those 
w*  cannot  put  by,  because  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Government  requires  that  they  should  he  passed; 
the  payment  of  our  own  compensation  for  attend- 
ance here  requires  that  they  should  be  passed. 

They  are  passed.  How?  They  are  thrust  into 
the  lost  two  or  three  days  of  the  session  without 


any  opportunity  for  an  adequate  considemlion, 
and  are  passed  in  the  dark,  passed  by  a  blind  con- 
fidence. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  Ion?  sessions,  we  meet 
here  in  December.  Business  is  accumulated  upon 
us,  which  we  must  dispatch.  Then  we  are  kept 
here  during  the  hot  and  exciting  summer  months. 
Cui  bono?  Who  is  benefited  hy  it?  Nobody;  not 
the  country,  not  ourselves.  What  do  we  gain  by 
it?  Everybody  realizes  that  it  would  be  an  ex- 
ceeding improvement  in  the  system  of  congres- 
sional legislation,  if  a  month  or  six  weeks  could 
be  added  to  the  short  session,  for,  by  that  pro- 
cess, we  could  more  nearly  approach  an  equaliza- 
tion of  the  two  sessions  of  Congress.  What 
reason  is  there  why  we  should  not  try  and  see  if 
what  everybody  admits  to  be  desirable  in  itself, 
cannot  be  accomplished  ?  If  it  shall  turn  out  that 
we  do  not  shorten  the  long  sessions  by  this  pro- 
cess; if  it  shall  turn  out  that  we  do  not,  in  a  better 
manner,  satisfactory  to  ourselves,  accomplish  the 
transaction  of  the  business  ut  the  short  session, 
we  can  go  back  to  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  submit  to  an  inconvenience,  which,  by 
experiment,  we  have  found ,  and ,  so  far,  everybody 
has  felt,  to  be  an  inconvenience.  No  attempt  at 
remedying  it  has  ever  been  applied.  Once  Con- 
gress endeavored,  during  the  administration  of 
General  Jackson,  to  fix  an  earlier  day  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress;  but  they  undertook,  also, 
to  fix,  by  law,  the  period  of  adjournment,  and  the 
President  vetoed  the  bill,  and  vetoed  it  properly, 
because  that  provision  was  in  plain  violation  of 
the  Constitution. 

Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor  of  an 
earlier  day  for  our  meeting.  The  House  has  indi- 
cated to  us  that  they  are  willing  to  lake  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  I  should  be  willing  to 
take  an  earlier  day,  but  I  have  to  take  them  at 
their  word.  What  is  the  inconvenience?  My 
friend  from  Louisiana  has  mentioned  thedifliculty 
that  arises  in  regard  to  the  southern  delegation. 
Why,  sir,  I  think  he  is  unjust  to  the  southern  del- 
egation; 1  think  he  is  unjust  to  himself,  when  he 
supposes  that  they  will  not  have  a  sense  of  duly 
enough  lo  bring  them  to  the  seal  of  government 
at  whatever  time  it  may  be  their  duty  to  come. 
For  one,  sir,  if  I  may  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  category  of  southern  representatives,  unless 
in  case  of  death  or  illness,  I  shall  be,  as  1  have 
ever  been,  here  at  the  lime  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress.  So  will  the  others.  My  friend 
talks  about  the  difficulty  that  the  elections  are  not 
held  until  November,  and  that  the  States  would 
have  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  elections.  He 
says  that  the  States  have  regulated  the  time  of 
holding  their  elections  according  to  the  meeting  of 
Congress.  What  a  strange  argument  is  this  ! 
However  mischievous,  or  however  inconvenient  I 
should  say,  it  may  be  found,  the  time  appointed 
by  the  Constitution  for  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
according  to  this  argument,  we  never  can  alter. 
Why  ?  The  Slates  have  fixed  the  day  on  which  ': 
elections  are  to  be  held  in  them  respectively  with 
a  view  to  the  meeting  of  Congress  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December!  Select  any  day  that  you 
please,  and  you  will  interfere  with  some  of  the 
arrangements  of  some  of  the  Slates.  What  is  lo 
be  done?  Fix  upon  a  day,  and  let  the  State  Le- 
gislatures regulate  the  time  of  holding  the  elections 
accordingly. 

My  frfend  from  Louisiana  says  that  formerly 
they  held  their  elections  in  his  State  in  the  summer, 
but  they  found  that  it  disfranchised  a  large  portion 
of  the  citizens.  Very  well,  let  them  vote  in  the 
spring,  and  they  will  avoid  all  the  inconveniences 
he  has  mentioned,  and  will  also  select  a  season  of 
the  year  when  every  citizen  of  Louisiana  will  be 
in  his  place  and  exercise  his  elective  franchise. 
I  declare  to  you,  Mr.  President,  I  do  nut  see  any 
reasonable  objection  to  the  bill  sent  lo  us  by  the 
House.  Let  us  try  the  experiment.  Let  us  see 
if  we  cannot  have  one  session  of  four  months  and 
another  of  five  or  six  months,  instead  of  a  brief 
session  of  three  months,  in  which  all  is  hurry  and 
confusion,  and  when  we  necessarily  break  up  as 
it  were  in  a  rout,  and  then  a  long,  tedious,  weari- 
some, protracted  session  extending  to  the  summer 
solstice.  In  which  everybody  is  broken  down  in 
mind  and  almost  in  body — a  session  extending  lo 
the  length  of  nine  months  of  the  year?  Let  us 
see  if  something  cannot  be  done  lo  equalize  them. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  my  friend  from 
Illinois  has  submitted  a  proposed  joint  rule — for 


which  I  am  inclined   to  vote — lo  the  eflTect  that 

unless  either  House  shall  othei  wise  determine  the  \ 
long  session,  as  we  call  it,  the  first  session  of  Con- 
gress shall  b^  closed  by  an  adjournment  by  the 
Presiding  Officers  of  the  two  Homes,  in  the 
month  of  May.  Let  us  try  it.  It  is  said  by 
gentlemen  that  it  is  the  same  thing  in  its  operation 
as  fixing  upon  a  time  of  adjournment  at  each  ses-  ' 
sion  by  a  joint  resolution  between  the  two  Houses 
Mr.  President,  this  is  ^mistake,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, a  great  mistake.  Tl  is  one  thing  for  the  two 
Houses  to  agree  upon  a  day  to  terminate  the  ses- 
sion; and  it  is  another,  and  very  different  thing; 
for  one  of  the  Houses  lo  repudiate  by  vote  a  day 
fixed  by  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  unless  there  be 
something  extraordinary  in  the  condition  of  the 
business  before  Congress,  as  an  ordinary  thing, 
under  ihe  operation  of  that  joint  rule,  the  Houses 
would  regularly  adjourn  on  the  day  named.  At  ' 
all  events  we  suffer  under  an  inconvenience.  We 
have  suffered  under  it  from  the  commencement  of  | 
the  Government.  We  suffer  under  it  more  and 
more  every  year.  Let  us  make  an  attempt  to 
relieve  ourselves  from  it.  If  we  can,  we  shall 
have  succeeded  in  a  very  desirable  object.  If  we 
cannot  we  shall  have  but  to  fall  back  upon  an 
inconvenience  which  we  have  honestly  tried  to 
get  rid  of,  and  found  by  experiment  we  are  obliged 
to  submit  to;  and,  therefore,  we  shall  have  to  en* 
dure  with  patience  what  we  rjinnol  get  rid  of. 

Mr.  STUART.     I   shall  not  discuss  this  ques- 
tion at  length,  but  I  think,  sir,  it  is  one  of  those 
cases  that  will   be  found,  upon  examination,  to 
multiply   in   difficuliies.     The  more  it  is  exam- 
ined the  more'  will  the  evils  increase  that  are  anti- 
cipated.    And,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  we  might  in- 
quire for  what   object   this   is   proposed?      One 
would  suppose,  by  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  that  it  was  a  mailer  of  no 
possible  consequence  at  all   how  much  difficulty 
was,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  fixed  upon  the  Slates. 
The  Senator  treats  It  as  a  matter  of  no  considera- 
tion that  the  Slates  may  be  compelled  to  change  ' 
the  time  of  holding  their  elections.     He  says  that 
if  they  find  it  inconvenient  to  hold  their  elections  , 
in   the  fall,  they  can  call  their  Legislatures  to- 
gether and  fix  a  day  in  the  spring,  and  if  that  ; 
should   turn  out  to   be   inconvenient  they  could  ' 
change  it  again  I  suppose.     For  what  object?     I 
wish  emphatically  to  ask  that  question — for  what 
great  object?    To  accommodate  what  is   today 
supposed  to  be  the  convenience  of  members  of  " 
Congress      That  is  all,  sir. 

Mr.  BADGER.      The  Senator  will  allow  me 
lo  say  that  I  advocate  it  for  no  mere  personal  con- 
venienceof  mine.    Personally,  I  care  little  whether  1 
we  meet  in  October,  November,  or  December.     I 
shall  be  here  at  whichever  time  is  fixed. 

Mr.  STUART.  So  far  as  I  have  heard  from 
Senators  on  the  floor  it  is  an  inconvenience,  ' 
greater  or  I  ess,  toevery  gentleman  who  hasspoken. 
He  admits  that  it  is  inconvenient  to  him  person- 
ally; he  admits  that  it  is  an  inconvenience  to  the 
Slate  he  represents;  and  I  say  if  there  benoobjer.t 
in  it,  of  course  it  should  not  be  passed.  So  far  as 
I  can  understand  any  assignable  object,  it  is  to 
consult  the  convenience  of  members  of  Congress. 
Now,  sir,  suppose  we  could  succeed  in  passing  a 
law  which  consulted  the  convenience  of  this  Con- 
gress, is  there  any  guarantee  that  it  will  consult 
the  convenience  of  the  next?  If,  therefore,  the.' 
Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  should  be  [ 
comptlled  to  change  their  laws  to  suit  this  Con- 
gress, >ery  likely  the  next  would  be  entirely  dis- 
satisfied, and  change  again.  Sir,  the  argument 
submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  is  unan- 
swerable; that  at  every  other  Congress,  under  the 
law  fixing  the  time  of  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  you  would  be  compelled  to  be  at  home 
on  the  first  Tuesday  after  tne  first  Monday  in 
November,  or  else  lose  the  right  of  suffroge. 

I  consider  that  a  less  evil,  however,  than  that 
which  will  fall  upon  the  Slates,  the  annual  elec- 
tions of  which  take  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
November.  The  whole  domestic  policy  of  the 
State  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  vote  of  that 
year;  and,  sir,  I  apprehend  that  there  is  no  mem- 
ber of  Congress  who  forgets  or  disregards  the 
policy  of  his  State  at  home,  or  is  inclined  to  dis- 
franchise himself,  or  lose  all  participation  in  fash- 
ioning its  laws. 

I  wish  to  introduce  an  argument  which  was  in- 
troduced by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Douo- 
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Lis]  befQre,  and  reiterated  to-day  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  showing, 
as  I  thinic,  that  it  is  utterly  without  foundation. 
It  is  conceded  by  both  those  Senators,  that  the 
veto  of  General  Jackson,  on  n  former  bill,  was 
well  founded,  because  one  Congress  does  not  pos- 
sess the  power  to  determine  when  the  next  one 
shall  adjourn  at  the  long  session.  It  is  conceded 
that  we  have  not  that  power;  but,  how  is  it 
sought  to  get  over  the  di^ulty !  By  a  joint  rule 
of  the  two  Houses.  Now,  I  will  aik  any  consti- 
tutional lawyer,  any  genlleman  who  claims  re' 
spect  for  his  opinions,  if  he  contends  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  can  do,  by  joint  rule,  what 
the  Constitution  prohibits  both  Houses  and  the 
President  from  doing  by  law  ?  I  apprehend  there 
is  no  gentleman  who  will  hazard  his  reputation 
by  venluring  any  such  opinion  as  that. 
Mr.  BADOER.     If  the  Senator   wants  that 

Suestion  answered,  I  will  answer  it  by  saying 
lat,  by  a  joint  resolution  or  joint  order,  we  every 
year  fix  a  day  when  Congress  shall  adjourn, 
which  cannot  be  fixed  by  law. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  is  an  answer  which  will 
not  meet  the  argument.  We  are  not  denying  but 
that,  by  a  joint  resolution,  we  can  fix  the  time 
when  this  Congress  shall  adjourn;  but  the  object 
sought  to  be  effected  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
and  that  just  advocated  by  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  is  by  a  joint  rule,  to  fix  the  time  when 
the  next  Congress  shall  adjourn. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Unless  either  House  disa- 
grees to  it. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  show,  if  Senators  will 
indulge  me  one  moment,  that  that  is  utterly  im- 
practicable for  that  purpose.  Every  joint  rule 
expires  with  the  Congress. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  STUART.  Yes,  sir.  a  joint  rule  of  this 
Congress  expires  with  this  Congress. 

Mr.  BADGER.  We  did  not  readopt  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session  our  joint  rules.  The 
joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  are 
permanent.    The  Senator  is  entirely  mistaken.   ■ 

Mr.  STUART.  They  are  permanent  for  this 
retison:  that  at  every  meeting  of -the  House  of 
Representatives  a  motion  is  made  and  agreed  to 
that  the  rules  of  the  last  Congress  be  the  rules  of 
this  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Not  the  joint  rules,  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  STUART.  But  I  say  again,  this  Con- 
gress cannot  pass  a  joint  rule  which  can  control 
the  next  Congress.  Uexpires  with  the  Congress, 
and  if  it  remains,  it  only  remains  by  toleration, 
and  not  by  force.  Why,  Mr.  President,  is  it  ad- 
mitted that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  by 
law,  to  fix  a  time  when  the  next  Congress  at  its 
first  session  shall  adjourn?  and  yet  is  it  contended 
that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  two  Houses  by  a 
joint  rule  to  do  it;  that  the  Constitution  can  be 
made  to  fall  before  a  joint  rule.  That  cannot  be 
contended  for,  for  one  moment.  What  is  the  con- 
sequence of  this .'  it  is,  as  Senators  have  said, 
that  we  shall  only  add  lo  the  commencement  of 
the  session  without  takinganythingfromits close. 
Experience  has  been  appealed  to.  It  has  been  but 
a  few  years  since  it  was  customary  to  adjourn  in 
June.  It  is  but  a  very  few  years  back  that  Con- 
gress ant  later  than  June.  Why  is  it  that  it  is 
now  continued  until  September.'  We  can  ask 
that  question  of  ourselves.  It  is  only  because  we 
do  not  wish  to  close  the  session  any  sooner.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  as  well 
08  every  other  Senator,  has  answered  the  argu- 
ment by  saying  that  all  the  business  of  each  ses- 
sion is  crowded  into  the  last  few  days,  and  is  then 
done  or  not  done  at  all.  Suppose  we  crowded  it 
into  the  first  days  of  the  session.  It  is  equally 
within  our  power  to  do  it.  It  could  be  done.  If 
there  be  objections  to  sitting  here  in  the  warm 
weather,  those  objections  are  relievable  and  re- 
movable by  ourselves,  by  just  setting  to  work  ond 
doing  the  business,  and  adjourning  before  the  hot 
weather.  But  Congress  is  not  inclined  to  do  it. 
There  is  not  a  Senator  or  Representative  who  is 
in  a  hurr^  to  do  the  business.  All  are  ready  to 
put  it  ofl^ until  a  later  day,  until  the  close  of  the 
session;  and  the  copsequence  is,  that,  at  the  last 
end  of  the  nine  months  it  is  as  true  as  at  the  last 
end  of  the  short  session  of  three  months,  that  the 
appropriation  bills  go  through  the  two  Houses  on 
the  last  nights  of  the  session;  and  if  it  was  nine- 
teen montbs,  I  should  not  hop^to  see  it  changed. 


Wherefore,  then,  I  repeat — because  1  am  not  dis- 
posed to  consume  the  time  of  theSenate — wherefore 
fix  upon  ourselves,  individually,  as  members  of 
the  respective  States,  cherishing  the  right  of  fran- 
chise, wherefore  fix  upon  the  Slates 'themselves, 
so  great  an  inconvenience  as  everybody  admits  is 
to  grow  out  of  this,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  an 
experiment.  It  seems  to  me  it  should  not  be 
adopted,  unless  the  good  to  be  obtained  can  clearly 
be  seen  to  be  paramount.  It  is  a  subject  upon 
which  I  humbly  submit  there  should  be  no  exper- 
iment. It  should  appearclear  in  the  minds  of  the 
Senate  before  they  pass  this  bill,  that  it  will  remedy 
the  evils  that  are  now  complained  of.  Of  all  the 
subjects  that  can  be  brought  before  this  body,  I 
respectfully  submit  it  is  the  last  one  that  ought  to 
be  experimented  on. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  lo  state  simply  the 
reasons  which  operate  on  my  mind,  as  I  appre- 
hend that,  if  they  are  equally  potential  with 
other  Senators  they  will  of  course  nave  the  same 
efTect.  The  other  day  I  voted  for  a  joint  resolu- 
tion to  adjourn  the  present  Congress  from  the  17th 
of  July,  to  the  16th  of  October.  I  am  willing  to 
agree  to  that  now.  The  present  Congress  and 
each  succeeding  Congress  will  have  the  power  to 
adopt  such  a  resolution.  Is  not  that  much  better 
than  to  pass  a  law  by  which  we  shall  compel  all 
subsequent  Congresses,  no  matter  whether  the 
exigences  of  the  public  service  require  it  or  not, 
to  meet  upon  an  earlier  day  >  Here  we  are  now 
in  the  month  of  June.  We  know  that  we  have 
many  important  bills  which  the  short  session  will 
not  give  us  an  opportunity  of  acting  upon.  This 
Congress  has  the  power,  without  any  public  in- 
convenience, to  determine  whether  we  shall  meet 
after  a  recess,  at  any  day  on  which  the  public 
business  in  our  judgment  may  require  us  to  meet, 
and  that  produces  no  evil.  Is  it  not  better,  there- 
fore, to  leave  to  our  successors  the  same  oppor- 
tunity, when  they  shall  find  as  we  do  now,  the 
necessity — looking  to  the  public  business — lo  meet 
at  an  earlier  day,  so  to  do  ?  The  House  may  or 
may  not  act  upon  the  amendment  to  their  joint 
resolution  sent  to  them.  It  is  for  them  to  act  and 
decide  whether  in  their  judgment  the  public  busi- 
ness will  require  at  this  session  an  earlier  meeting 
than  the  usual  day  of  assembling  at  the  short 
session. 

Now,  I  come  to  the  reason  which  will  apply- 
to  all  the  States,  the  sessions  of  whose  Legislature 
are  biennial.  In  Maryland,  if  this  law  be  passed, 
it  fixes  not  only  for  the  next  session,  but  fur  the 
sessions  afterwards,  that  the  meeting  shall  be  in 
November.  The  Legislature  of  Maryland  is  not 
elected  until  the  first  Wednesday  in  November, 
which  is,  I  believe  after-the  day  proposed  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress  under  the  bill.  The  result 
will  be  that  Maryland  must  either  be  unrepre- 
sented here  at  the  meeting  of  Congress  after  the 
next  session,  or  the  Executive  must  call  tngelher 
the  Legislature  at  the  expense  of  some  :^60,000. 
That  is  the  result  in  reference  to  Maryland.  The 
same  result  must  occur  in  reference  to  every  State 
the  sessions  of  whose  Legislature  are  biennial, 

i  unless  the  election  takes  place  prior  to  the  first 
Monday  in  November,     is  it  worth  while  (when, 

I  already,  without  any  inconvenience,  either  Con- 
gress will  have  the  power  of  meeting  before  the 

'  short  session,  at  an  earlier  day  by  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, when  they  find  the  public  business  requires 
it)  to  subject  the  States,  tne  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  which  are  biennial,  to  this  expense  of 
^60,000  or  $70,000,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  that 
in  the  shape  of  a  law  which  we  have  tne  power  to 
do  now  without  inconvenience.' 

Mr.  President,  with  this  view  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  bill.  At  the  same  time, 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  I  can  see  the  importance 
of  meeting  here,  after  a  recess,  earlier  than  De- 
cember. The  bill  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
California  [Mr.  Gwin]  is  one  which  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  country  require  we  should  act  upon; 
and  I  hope  the  other  House  of  Congress  will  fix 
for  the  next  session  an  earlier  day  of  meeting, 
and  agree  to  the  amendment  which  we  have  sent 
to  them. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  feel,  certainly,  very  little 
interest  in  this  bill.  When  I  proposed  that  Con- 
gress should  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  there  would  be  any 
serious  inconvenience  resulting  from  it.  I  think 
those  that  have  been  stated  are  more  imaginary 
than  real;  but  (till  I  should  press  the  bill  with 


some  earnestnera  if  I  thought  we  could  fix  upon 
October  instead  of  November.  I  arn  satisfied  that 
we  have  to  take  the  bill  with  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  or  lose  it;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  vote 
for  it. 

Most  of  the  objections  that  have  been  urged  to 
our  meeting  in  November  relate  to  the  inconve- 
niences that  would  exist  rather  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  than  in  this  body.  Inasmuch  as 
this  is  a  House  bill,  passed  by  that  body  first,  1 
think  it  more  respectful  to  them  to  leave  them  to 
judge  for  themselves  of  the  inconvenience  attend- 
ing their  action  than  for  us  to  amend  it  out  of 
kindness  to  them,  because  we  know  better  what 
they  want  than  they  do.  In  that  point  of  view,  I 
shall  vote  to  concur  in  the  bill  which  the  House 
has  sent  us. 

In  regard  to  another  point  that  has  been  raised 
in  the  discussion,  I  have  a  word  to  say.  I  sub- 
mitted some  time  ago  a  proposition  to  add  a  nev 
rule  to  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses,  to  direct 
the  Presiding  Officers  to  adjourn  their  reapeclive 
bodies  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  at  the  loag 
session,  unless  each  House  should  otherwise  or- 
der and  direct.  Although  that  proposition  is  not 
now  before  the  body,  it  has  been  discussed  ia 
connection  with  this  bill,  and  properlyso,  becsms 
it  relates  to  the  same  subject,  and  is  intended  lo 
remedy  the  same  class  of  evils.  I  do  not  see  the 
force  of  the  objection  that  has  been  urged  by  the 
Senators  from  Texas  and  Michigan  against  that 
rule.  The  Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  Rcii] 
seemed  to  suppose  that  it  was  not  coropeteni  do  - 
der  the  Constitution  to  fix  the  adjournment  by  a 
rule  of  the  two  Houses,  inasmuch  as  the  Consti- 
tution has  provided  that  each  House  shall  agree 
upon  the  time  of  adjournment,  and  each  may  act 
for  itself.  I  must  remind  that  Senator  that  the 
only  mode  by  which  the  two  Houses  can  a^rec  is 
by  a  vote  of  the  one  concurred  in  by  the  other. 
It  then  becomes  a  joint  order  of  the  two  Houses, 
made  in  advance,  and  it  becomes  imperative  upon 
the  Presiding  Officers  of  each,  when  the  hour  of 
the  day  fixed  upon  arrives  to  adjourn  the  two 
bodies. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  desire  to  aaklheSenator  wheth- 
er the  action  of  this  Congress  fixing  the  time  it 
which  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Con- 
gress should  adjourn,  would  be  of  binding  force? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  can  answer  that  very  easily. 
The  Senator  would  have  got  an  answer  to  it  by 
reading  the  proposition  that  he  made  his  speech 
against,  instead  of  making  his  speech  against  it 
without  reading  it.  The  proposed  joint  rule  is  to 
the  effect  that,  unless  either  House  shall  otherwise 
order  or  direct,  the  PresidingOfiicers  shall  adjourn 
them  on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  That  pre- 
serves to  each  branch  the  absolute  control  of  iis 
own  proceedings.  Either  may  otherwise  order; 
either  may  fix  another  time.  If  they  do  not,  they 
will  adjourn  on  that  day;  if  they  do,  they  will 
adjourn  on  such  other  day  as  they  may  be  able  to 
agree  upon  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Whether  this  joint  rule  will  bind  another  Con- 
gress or  not,  I  say  according  to  our  proceedings, 
and  our  usages,  that  when  we  adopt  a  rule  it  re- 
mains a  rule  until  repealed.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives -it  is  usual,  at  the  meeting  of  each 
Congress,  to  poss  an  order  that  the  rules  of  the 
previous  Congress  be  adopted  for  the  eovernmcDt 
of  it  until  otherwise  ordered.  While  that  is  the 
usage  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  there  is  oo 
such  usage  here.  When  we  meet  here  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December  of  each  year,  we  come  to- 
gether with  the  rules  in  force.  Taking  it  for 
granted  that  they  are  in  force  until  repealed,  wi 
do  not  readopt  them;  they  continue  from  year  to 
year  the  rules  of  the  Senate  or  the  rules  of  the  two 
Houses,  as  the  case  may  be,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered. Then  this  joint  rule  once  adopted,  stands 
upon  the  record  as  the  joint  order  of  the  two 
Houses,  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  unless  one  House  or  the  otkcr 
shall  otherwise  order.  The  objection  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan,  I  apprehend  will  not  be  found 
tenable  when  you  look  into  it.  He  raises  the 
point  that  our  rules  cease  at  the  end  of  each  Con- 
gress. He  finds  himself  mistaken  when  he  comet 
to  inquire  into  that  fact.  It  ia  not  so;  but  aven  if 
it  were  so  it  would  not  change  the  result,  for  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  the  order  univer* 
sally  is  that  the  rules  remain  until  changed.  That 
would  continue  this  joint  rule  with  all  otfaen . 
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Therefore  it  U  utterly  immaterial  whether  the  rule 
expires  once  in  two  years  or  not,  because  the 
formal  order  entered  in  the  House  to  continue  the 
rules  until  otherwise  ordered  would  continue  this. 
It  would  lead  to  the  same  result  as  if  they  re- 
mained permanent. 

But,  the  Senator  from  Michigan  has  made  a 
discovery,  and  he  has  amused  himself  exceed- 
ingly by  it.  That  discovery  is,  that  you  cemnol 
fix  an  adjoiu-nment  by  a  joint  rule,  when  it  is  un- 
constitutional to  do  it  by  law;  and  he  wishes  to 
know  how  it  is  you  can  do  a  thing  by  a  joint  rule 
that  you  cannot  do  by  law.  He  holds  it  up  as  a 
discovery  that  is  to  amaze  the  world,  that  any- 
body thought  that  it  could  be  done.  My  answer 
is,  you  are  to  do  it  by  a  joint  rule,  for  the  very 
reason  that  you  cannot  do  it  by  law.  There  are 
certain  things  that  are  to  be  done  by  law,  and  those 
things  must  be  done  by  law,  and  in  that  mode  only. 
There  are  certain  other  things  which  cannot  be 
done. by  law,  but  may  be  done  by  one  House. 
There  are  certain  other  things  that  may  be  done 
by  the  other  House,  and  cannot  be  done  by  law. 
There  are  other  things  that  can  be  done  by  the 
two  Houses  jointly,  out  cannot  be  done  by  law. 
Each  of  these  things  must  be  done  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  The  adjournment 
la  to  be  made  by  the  agreement  of  the  two  Houses, 
in  case  they  are  able  to  agree;  but  if  they  are  not 
able  to  agree  they  are  to  be  adjourned  by  the  Pres- 
ident. The  objection  then,  to  fixing  the  adjourn- 
ment by  law  is  that  you  have  no  right  to  call  in  the 
assistance  of  tho  Executive  to  secure  an  adjourn- 
ment until  a  failure  to  agree  between  the  two 
Houses.  General  Jackson  vetoed  the  bill  fixing 
a  day  of  adjournment  for  the  reason  that  Congress 
bad  not  tried  to  fix  a  day,  and  had  not  come  to  a 
disagreement  before  the  President  was  called  upon 
to  decide.  He  vetoed  it  upon  that  ground,  and  1 
think  properly,  but  in  this  case,  we  propose  by 
an  order  of  each  Flouse,  to  fix  the  day  when  we 
■hall  adjour/i.  That  is  precisely  what  we  do  now. 
The  two  Houses  have  oeen  at  work  two  or  three 
weeks  trying  to  agree  upon  a  day  when  the  Pre- 
siding Officers  shall  adjourn  them.  When  we 
effect  that  agreement  by  passing  a  resolution  in 
one  and  having  it  concurred  in  in  the  other,  it 
becomes  a  joint  order  with  the  same  effect  that  a 
joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  would  have. 

I  think,  when  we  come  to  look  at  it,  there  is  no 
constitutional  difilculty  in  the  way  of  a  joint  rule 
for  adjournment.  Your  resolution,  when  it  is 
agreed  to,  fixing  a  day  now  is  a  joint  rule,  a  joint 
order,  only  it  expires  with  the  session.  Why 
could  we  not  make  it  one  of  the  joint  rules  as  we 
do  other  rules  until  we  find  it  necessary  to  alter 
it? 

Formerly,  at  the  expiration  of  the  long  session 
of  Congress,  all  iuisiness  pending  before  it,  and 
not  acted  upon,  became  void.  We  passed  a  reso- 
lution, a  few  years  ago,  that  upon  the  expiration 
of  the  first  session,  the  unfinished  business  should 
be  transferred  to  the  next  session  in  the  same 
order  and  condition  in  which  it  stood  in  each 
House  on  the  day  of  adjournment.  That  joint 
rule  stands  from  session  lo  session.  I  believe  it 
has  not  been  renewed  from  the  time  it  was  first 
adopted.  It  has  not  expired  yet.  Probably  that 
will  never  expire  as  long  as  the  Government  lasts, 
because  it  is  found  to  work  well.  So  it  will  be 
with  this  joint  rule.  1 1  will  remain  until  repealed ; 
and  the  question  is  then,  what  will  be  its  effect  on 
our  adjournment?  1  say  that  if  we  meet  under 
the  joint  rule,  with  it  upon  the  record,  that  we  are 
to  adjourn  on  a  given  day,  say  in  May,  we  shall 
act  up  to  that  rule;  and  the  consequence  will  be 
that  we  shall  adjourn  on  that  day,  unless  sufficient 
reasons  occur  just  at  the  time  of  adjournment  for 
prolonging  the  session.  I  have  no  idea  that  such 
a  reason  would  occur  once  in  ten  years.  I  believe  * 
it  would  be  as  imperative  in  its  results  as  a  law 
would  be,  if  we  had  power  to  pass  a  law  on  such 
a  subject.  For  that  reason  1  deem  it  important 
that  we  should  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  by  a 
joint  rule,  whether  we  change  the  time  of  meeting 
or  not;  for  whatever  may  become  of  the  bj^l  from 
the  House  fixing  the  first  Monday  in  November 
for  the  meeting,  I  intend  to  press  to  a  vote  the 
joint  rule  by  which  we  shall  determine  the  time  of 
adjournment  of  the  long  session.  If  we  meet  in 
November,  I  shall  urge  the  joint  rule  in  the  shape 
in  which  1  have  offered  it,  to  adjourn  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May.  If  we  do  not  meet  till  Decem- 
ber, I  shall  modifjwt  to  adjourn  on  the  first  Man- 


day  in  June  in  the  long  session.  I  shall  ask  the 
vote  of  the  Senate  on  tnat  rule,  af\er  the  vote  has 
been  taken  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  BROWN.  1  certainly,  Mr.  President, 
should  not  ask  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  abstain  from  doing  that  which  would  promote 
a  great  public  interest  for  the  convenience  of  my 
State;  but  if  this  bill  passes,  my  State  is  not  only 
to  be  put  to  a  very  great  inconvenience,  but  to  a 
very  heavy  expense.  Our  elections  are  fixed  by 
our  Constitution.  I  do  not  mean  our  election  for 
Congress,  but  our  State  elections.  They  are 
fixed  to  take  place  on  the  first  MOnday  in  Novem- 
ber. We  caqnot  change  them,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  without  altering  our  constitution.  By 
law,  the  election  for  members  of  Congress  is 
directed  to  be  holden  at  the  same  time.  We  can  j 
change  that  election,  but  you  see  at  once  that  it 
would  devolve  upon  us  the  necessity  of  holding 
two  political  elections  in  one  year.  Not  only  are 
we  to  be  at  the  expense  of  first  convening  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislature  to  change  the  time  of 
holding  the  election  for  Congress,  but  we  are  to  • 
undergo  the  additional  expense  of  holding  two  ' 
political  elections.  Our  people  are  to  be  put  to 
the  inconvenience  of  being  called  twice  from  their 
homes  in  one  year,  to  attend  to  the  elections,  and 
why  is  this? 

I  say  again,  if  there  is  any  great  public  conve- 
nience, any  great  public  interest  to  be  subserved  by 
it,  let  it  be  done,  let  the  inconvenience  and  the  inter- 
est of  a  single  Slate  be  made  subordinate  to  the 
interest  and  convenience  of  the  whole  Union;  but 
if  there  is  no  great  public  convenience,  no  great 
public  benefit  to  result  from  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  then,  when  my  State,  when  the  State  of  my 
friend  from  Alabama,  when  other  States  come  up 
and  protest  against  its  passage,  I  do  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  pause  before  they  force  it  upon  us.  If  it 
pass,  it  will  either  deprive  the  State  of  Mississippi 
of  all  representation  in  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress during  the  first  two  entire  months  of  the  ses- 
sion, or  else  it  will  put  us  to  the  inconveniences  I 
have  pointed  out,  and  to  the  expense  of  certainly 
not  less  than  $100,000  in  the  first  two  years. 
These  are  matters  to  be  taken  into  account,  and  I 
am  by  no  means  convinced  l^y  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  that  there  is  any  public  convenience 
to  be  promoted  by  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  am 
yet  to  hear  one  single  argument  which  carries  with 
It  anything  like  weight  to  convince  me  that  by 
passing  the  bill  you  are  going  to  shorten  the  long 
sessions.  I  am  wholly  incredulous  upon  that 
point. 

As  to  the  joint  rule  which  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  proposes  to  introduce,  of  what  power  will 
it  be?  It  is  not  to  be  binding  upon  either  House 
of  Congress,  if  it  simply  dissents  from  it.  All 
that  the  Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  to  do  is  to  say  we  will  not  adjourn  on  that 
day,  and  there  is  an  end  to  the  joint  rule.  Unlike 
other  joint  rules  it  does  not  need  to  be  rescinded  to 
be  got  clear  of,  because  its  own  friends  admit  it 
has  no  vitality;  it  will  simply  exist  not  by  the 
toleration  of  the  two  Houses  as  other  joint  rules 
do,  but  by  the  toleration  of  each  House  for  itself. 

I  apprehend  joint  rules,  which  govern  the  action 
of  the  two  Houses,  are  binding  until  repealed  by 
the  order  of  both  Houses;  but  this  rule  is  to  be 
so  made  that,  if  either  House  dissent  from  it,  it 
goes  by  the  board.  Of  what  effect  will  it  be?  The 
time  comes  for  adjournment.  The  Senate  or  the 
House  says,  "We  are  not  ready  to  adjourn," 
and  there  is  an  end  of  it.  It  does  not  require  the 
concurrent  action  of  both  Houses  to  get  clear  of 
it.  I  do  think  there  is  less  in  that  proposition  to 
secure  an  adjournment  than  any  I  have  heard 
coming  from  any  quarter.  I  can  only  express 
some  surprise  that  my  friend  from  Illinois  thought 
of  shortening  the  sessions  of  Congress  upon  such 
a  process.  No,  sir,  peiss  this  bill,  and  the  result 
will  be,  that  the  long  sessions  will  be  lengthened 
out  to  their  present  period.  Two  months  will  be 
added  to  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  those  two 
months  will  ordinarily  be  spent  as  they  are  now 
spent,  in  passing  the  appropriation  bills,  and  then 
adjourning. 

Just  imagine  that  Congress  were  in  session  while 
the  presidential  election  was  going  on?  As  my 
friend  from  Louisiana  has  already  said,  what 
would  be  done  ?  You  cannot  even  hold  a  political 
convention  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency without  breaking  up  Congress.    Who  does 


not  know  that  during  the  sitting  of  the  Democratio 
convention,  and  again  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Whig  convention,  ooth  Houses  adjourned  ?  Can 
you  keep  a  quorum  here?  Can  you  transact  busi- 
ness when  the  more  important  operation  of  elect- 
ing  a  President  is  going  on  ?  Every  four  years  ] 
you  will  have  no  quorum.  Congress  will  not  i 
assemble.  ' 

I  know  there  are  one  or  two  Senators — the  Sen- 
ators from  California — who  cannot  get  here  now 
without  leaving  home'so  early  as  to  be  deprived  ] 
of  their  vote  for  presidential  electors;  but  pass  this 
bill,  and  none  of  us  can  come;  and  upon  this  point 
it  is  simply  a  question  of  convenience  betweeit 
two  Senators  and  two  Representatives  and  all  the 
Senators  and  all  the  Representatives,     I  did  not,  i 
however,  rise  to  discuss  this  question;  but  simply  I 
to  say  what  would  be  its  operation  upon  my  State, 
and  to  add  my  testimony  to  what  other  gentlemen  ' 
have  brought  forward  as  to  the  inconvience  that 
would  result  to  the  States  if  the  bill  should  be 
passed , 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  am  very  anxious  that  this  ' 
Congress  should  adjourn  at  an  early  day.     I  am  [ 
exceedingly  anxious   that   the  long  sessions  of  | 
Congress  should  be  shortened.     1  think  a  major-'' 
ity  of  the  Senate  would  be  exceedingly  glad  to,  I 
get  home  at  the  long  session  sometime  within  a'] 
period  of  seven  months.     At  the  distance  which 
some  of  us  live  from  here,  we  must  necessarily  I 
consume  one  month  in  ^oing  and  coming.    Take  j 
almost  the  shortest  session  that  we  can  now  have, 
under  the  present  system,  and  we  are  nine  months 
in  one  year  absent  from  home.     Then  in  three 
months  we  are  compelled  to  be  back  again  at  our 
posts. 

Now,  sir,  I  see  no  way,  with  any  kind  of  cer- 
tainty, by  which  this  extraordinary  long  session,, 
consumed,  as  it  is,  by  long  speeches  and  by  dist  j 
cussions,  (to  shorten  which  there  is  seemingly  no,  | 
moral  or  circumstantial  coercion,)  can  be  closed,] 
and  the  business  considered  and  transacted,  un-| 
less  by  adopting  some  such  method  as  this.  1,1 
feel  that  if  the  short  session  be  lengthened  by  com^j 
mencing  earlier,  we  shall  all  of  us  be  under  the] 
necessity  of  adjourning  earlier  at  the  long  session,  | 
for  the  purpose  of  spending  some  little  of  our  timo  j 
at  home.  If  this  can  be  done  consistently  with  I 
the  public  business,  why  not  do  it?  That  it  caA] 
be  done,  seems  to  me  to  be  clear  from  this  facti  | 
that  when  we  go  to  the  short  session,  and  con« 
template  it  as  it  now  is,  we  see  that  the  first  month,; 
is  entirely  lost  in  the  mere  act  of  reorganization,] 
and  in  anticipation  of  the  holidays.  The  whole] 
of  that  month  is  wasted  away,  so  far  as  regard*  j 
public  business.  f  j 

I  am  asked,  and  I  hear  the  Senate  asked  Beri*[ 
ously,  what  object  we  have  in  view  in  this  opera- 
tion ?  Why  do  you  want  to  lengthen  the  short 
session?  Do  state  some  reason  why  this  should 
be  done.  Mr.  President,  one  reason  is  shortly 
this:  that  when  you  have  given  youjselves  one 
month  more  anterior  to  the  Christmas  holidays, 
you  will  have  secured,  as  I  believe,  two  months 
of  actual  work  in  place  of  no  work  at  all.  Why? 
Because  neither  this  branch  nor  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  will  consent  to  waste  two  whole 
months;  but  the  holidays  being  long  off  in  the 
distance,  they  will  not  lose  the  whole  month  of 
December,  but  will  work  up  to  the  time  when  the 
holidays  themselves  are  to  commence.  We  may 
lose  one  week  then ;  but  we  shall  lose  no  more  by 
the  operation.  So  that  by  giving  ourselves  one 
montn  more  at  that  particular  period  of  the  session, 
we  gain  two  months  of  time.  This  is  no  slight 
thing  in  regard  to  business,  as  gentlemen  wish  to 
know  for  what  object  we  would  do  this.  It  is  no 
slight  thing  in  regard  to  our  business;  for  how 
are  we  now  situated  in  regard  to  the  long  session  ? 
No  one  knows  when  it  is  going  to  close.  No  one 
will  hasten  any  particular  business.  If  a  man 
does  not  understand  a  case,  he  says,  "  I  do  not 
understand  it;  I  am  against  it,  so  lay  it  over  for 
the  present,  until  I  can  look  at  it."    There  is  no 

fiarticular  necessity  to  look  at  it,  and  he  does  not 
ook  Hi  it;  and  the  time  is  wasted,  and  business  is 
laid  over,  one  thing  after  another,  until  we  are 
forced  by  the  hot  weather,  and  by  the  necessity 
of  spending  some  little  time  at  home,  to  adjourn. 
But  let  them  know  that  by  shortening  the  first  ses- 
sion they  must  go  on  at  once  and  act  upon  business, 
and  they  will  do  so.  Let  them  know  that  if  they 
have  not  acted  on  it,  and  cannot  act  on  it  at  the 
first  or  long  session,  there  is  a  hope  left  that  the 
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business  may  be  done  in  the  second;  when,  in 
fact,  as  it  stands  now,  we  know  that  in  the  two 
months  of  the  short  session  there  is  none  at  all. 
In  that  view  of  it,  it  seems  to  nie  that  we  gain 
in  regard  to  the  biisineis  which  is  transacted,  and 
we  escape  one  of  the  most  serious  objections 
brought  up  by  the  friends  as  well  as  the  opponents 
of  this  measure.  At  the  short  session,  under  the 
change,  there  will  be  some  time  for  consideration. 
There  may  be  some  debate  upon  subjects;  there 
will  be  some  time  fur  discussion;  and  intelligible 
votes  can  be  intelligently  given  upon  the  particular 
subjects  that  may  be  before  us;  whereas  now  they 
are  voted  upon,  as  it  is  said,  on  confidence,  for 
there  is  no  iime  for  consideration.  That,  sir,  is 
an  object  lo  me.  The  object  is  iwofoW.  I  want 
some  chance  at  the  second  session  to  do  that 
business  that  is  neglected  or  rejeited  at  the  first. 
I  want  that  there  shall  no  longer  be  any  excuse, 
but  that  we  may  have  plenty  of  lime  lo  go  on  ad 
libitum  in  transacting  our  business.  I  want  again 
to  escape  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  August. 
I  have  been  here  for  the  last  six  years;  and  I  can 
say  that  in  that  lime  we  have  invariably  sat  out 
the  month  of  July.  I  have  never  Known  an  ad- 
journment at  the  long  session  during  that  lime 
earlier  than  the  7th  of  August.  There  is  no  hope 
entertained  here,  i  imagine  no  Senator  entertains 
the  hope,  that  we  shall  adjourn  nt  this  session 
before  the  first  of  August.  I  have  no  idea  of  it. 
I  do  not  think  i(  practical.  I  d>i  not  think  that  it 
can  be  done;  and,  sir,  I  have  no  certainty  in  my 
mind  that  this  body  will  adjourn  before  the  15ih 
or  20th  of  August.  We  should  have  adjourned 
on  ihe  first  of  August,  if  we  had  fixed  the  day  at 
the  proper  time,  because  Senators  must  go  home; 
they  are  bound  lo  do  so,  and  attend  somewhat  to 
private  business;  for  every  one  knows  that  the 
compensation  which  they  receive  here,  under  the 
costs  of  living  and  of  incidental  expenses,  is  not 
only  nothing,  but  it  brings  upon  them,  when  they 
live  as  gentlemen,  a  dead  loss.  They  must  attend 
to  business  at  home  to  sustain  them  here  in  the 
discharge  of  the  public  service.  It  is  purely  a 
service  of  honor  that  we  have  here;  and  some  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  fact  that  gentle- 
men have  to  live,  and  have  families  that  they  are 
bound  to  support. 

I  see  nb  way  in  which  coercion  can  be  put  upon 
that  dilatory  spirit  which  seems  to  afflict  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  but  to  compel  them  to  come 
here  at  an  earlier  day.  That  will  cau.ie  them  lo 
adjourn  earlier  in  the  long  session,  and  we  shall 
also  equalize  the  two  sessions,  and  afford  at  each 
very  nearly  an  equal  opportunity  for  the  discus- 
sion of  all  subjects  which  will  promote,  materially, 
the  public  good. 

The  inconveniences  spoken  of,  so  far  as  my 
Stale  is  concerned — and  it  is  one  of  the  extreme 
South— I  do  not  think  we  shall  feel  at  «ll.  The 
(Sase  of  Mississippi  is  cited  emphatically.  It  may 
be  a  liltle  hard  upon  that  State;  but  Mississippi 
is  a  patriotic  Stale,  and  I  have  no  doubt  she  will 
cheerfully  conform  her  regulations  to  the  state  of 
things  that  may  be  adopted  by  the  sense  of  right 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Unitea  States. 

But,  sir,  suppose  that,  as  is  alleged,  the  State 
of  Mississippi  should  be  deprived  of  her  repre- 
seniatives  here  for  a  time,  would  that  be  anything 
very  extraordinary?  Not  at  all.  Look,  now, 
around  this  Hall,  sir,  and  see  how  many  seats  are 
now  vacant.  I  speak  not  merely  of  seats  whose 
occupants  happen,  at  this  moment,  not  to  be  here, 
but  1  refer  to  cases  where  Senators  are  absent  from 
the  city,  as  some  are,  and  to  cases  where  a  State 
has  but  one  representative  here.  Why,  sir,  there 
are  two  Stales  in  the  Union  which  have  only  one 
Senator  each  to  represent  them  here.  And  some 
gentlemen  are  called  away  to  attend  to  business 
mailers  elsewhere,  and  remain  out  of  the  city  for 
some  time.  Do  they  consider  the  injury  which 
their  absence  indicts  on  the  interests  of  their 
States?  But  Mississippi,  even  under  thecircum- 
Blances  which  have  been  cited,  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  be  unrepresented,  for  she  will  have  at 
least  one  Senator  on  this  floor.  The  ground  on 
which  the  argument  tliat  she  will  aufferin  her  rep- 
resentation is  based,  is  that  her  Senators  arelo  be 
elected  after  the  time  fixed  by  ihe  bill  for  the  ac- 
tual meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Her  Representatives  in  the 
other  House  are  elected  afier  the  day  fixed  by  the 
bill,  and  that  was  what  my  colleague  spoke  of. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Then  it  is  said  thpt,  by  this 


measure,  Mississippi  will  suffer  in  her  represenla- 
tion  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  That  is  to 
be  regretted.  I  believe  that  is  a  serious  matter; 
and,  In  all  candor,  I  must  say  it  is  the  greatest 
objection  I  have  yet  heard  to  this  bill.  Bui,  sir, 
you  can  make  no  change  of  this  sort  without  con 
flicting  with  the  interest  of  some  State  in  the 
Union.  If  the  lesnll  alluded  to  should  happen, 
it  would  undoubtedly  be  an  evil  to  the  Slate  of 
Mississippi;  but  that  evil  would  only  be  tempo- 
rary, and  the  remedy  could  be  applied  by  herself 
at  any  time.  For  a  temporary  inconvenience  to 
Mississippi,  will  she  insist  thai  the  business  of 
the  whole  nation  shall  forever  be  subjected  to  a 
practical  inconvenience  which  is  universally  ac- 
knowledged ?  I  think  not.  I  think  her  people  will 
not  ask  It;  I  believe  her  Senators  will  not.  If 
other  gentlemen  entertained  different  views  from 
them,  if  others  prefer  to  carry  out  their  honest 
convictions  as  to  the  general  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people,  those  Senators  will  justify 
them,  surely  they  will  not  censure  them  for  voting 
in  accordance  with  their  deliberate  judgments. 

Another  objection  is  urged  to  this  bill,  on  the 
ground  thai  oy  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November  we  shall  not  be  enabled  to  be  at  home 
at  the  period  of  the  presidential  election.  Sir,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  sufficient  intelli- 
gence and  virtue  to  know  how  to  cost  their  votes 
for  President  of  the  United  Slates,  without  the 
presence  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  tell 
them  for  whom  lo  deposit  their  ballots.  Sir,  our 
people  do  not  submit  to  dictation  in  such  matters; 
they  make  up  their  minds  upon  the  merits  and 
the  principles  of  the  men  presented  to  them  for 
support,  and  1  do  not  think  the  presence  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  at  the  polls  would  influence  the 
convictions  of  our  free  voters.  Still  the  lime  of 
holding  the  elections  can  be  changed  if  necessary, 
so  thai,  if  this  be  an  evil,  it  is  one  which  can  be 
easily  remedied.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
other  evils  said  lo  be  likely  to  result  from  this 
j  measure.  They  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be 
easily  removed. 

For  one,  Mr.  President,  though  I  come  from  a 
southwestern  Slate,  though  my  home  is  a  consid- 
erable distance  south  of  this,  I  must  say  that  I 
should  prefer  lo  be  at  home  during  the  extremely 
hoi  weather.  I  do  not  look  upon  my  home  there 
aa  a  land  of  death  to  be  escaped  from  in  the  midst 
of  summer.  After  spending  the  winter  here,  I 
prefer  to  fly  to  the  land  of  the  South ,  sickly  as  it  is 
said  to  be.  It  is  a  home,  and  a  healthy  one  to  me 
I  am  happy  when  I  am  there  with  my  family.  I 
wish  to  be  relieved  from  what  is  the  most  uncom- 
fortable service  on  the  face  of  the  earth — attend- 
ance on  congressional  duties  during  the  months 
of  July,  August,  and  Septeqiber.  I  have  repeat- 
edly sat  in  this  Capitol  aa  a  member  of  th'e  other 
House  during  at  least  two  of  those  months;  and 
I  am  sick  and  tired  of  them.  I  know  that  session 
during  those  months  is  of  no  benefit  to  the  public 
service.  1  believe  that  if  we  were  to  odjourn  reg- 
ularly on  the  Ist  of  July  at  every  long  session, 
the  business  usually  done  in  July,  August,  and 
September,  would  be  done  in  the  months  of  May, 
and  June.  I  think  no  one  here  would  regret  such 
a  change. 

I  hope  the  amendment  to  substitute  October  for 
November  will  be  rejected.  I  think  it  is  rather 
extravagant  to  commence  our  sessions  two  months 
earlier  every  year.  I  consider  the  one  month  pro- 
posed to  be  gained  by  the  bill  is  sufficient  for  the 
public  service.  I  hope  that  the  amendment  will 
be  rejected,  and  that  the  bill  will  be  passed  pre- 
cisely as  it  came  from  the  House.  When  that  is 
done,  I  wish  to  see  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  to  fix  by  joint  rule 
the  adjournment  of  the  long  session  at  an  earlier 
period,  adopted. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  offered  the  amendment  to 
strike  out  "  November  "  and  insert  "October," 
because  the  distinguished  Senator  from   Illinois 

faveus  notice  some  days  ago  that  he  would  intro- 
uce  a  proposition  requiring  Congress  to  meet  an- 
nually on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  instead  of 
the  first  Monday  of  December.  But,  sir,  we 
heard  from  him  this  morning,  and  hedid  not  seem 
to  defend  his  own  proposition.  As  that  is  the 
case,  and  as  other  gentlemen  seem  to  treat  it  with 
disfavor,  and  as  i  do  not  wish  to  olfer  a  proposi- 
tion to  be  voted  down,  1  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment, and  vote  against  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  detain  the  Senate,  and  I  should  not  now 
say  a  word,  but  for  the  very  disrespectful  remarks, 
as  I  thinK,  which  fell  from  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  DoDGLAs.J  I  hoped  that  the  time  had 
gone  by  when  that  Senator,  in  discussing  ques- 
tions in  this  body,  would  undertake,  at  least  aa  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  either  a  dictatorial  or  Rens<-rial 
course  of  argument.  But,  sir,  it  sf-ems  that  a 
course  of  discussion  which  differs  from  his  jude- 
ment  cannot  be  carried  on  in  the  Senate  without 
everybody  so  differing  from  him  meeting  with 
denunciation. 

Now,  why  was  it  necessary  for  the  Senator  to 
seek  lo  ridicule  nn  argument  which  I  had  used, 
by  saying  that  I  had  made  a  discovery,  and  had 
sent  it  out  to  the  woj'ld?  Sir,  the  "discovery  " 
alluded  to  is  one  which  every  gentleman  around 
me  has  made.  It  is  a  discovery  in  which  almost 
every  gentleman  here  participates.  It  consists 
simply  in  this:  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  having  conferred  upon  each  Congress 
the  power  to  determine  iis  own  adjouniment  at 
the  first  session,  you  cannot,  by  any  law,  rale, or 
regulation,  takeaway  that  right.  Now,  sir,  with 
great  deference,  I  would  submit  to  any  judicial 
tribunal — I  would  submit  to  the  Presiding  Officer 
of  this  body — that  if  the  joint  rule  proposed  by  the 
Senator  were  adopted,  no  Presiding  Officer  of  a 
Congress  would  undertake  to  adjourn  either  House 
without  some  further  action.  Why  ?  Simply  for 
the  reason  that  the  jiroposed  rule  is  palpably 
against  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  but  as  no  much  blank  paper. 

After  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  the 
Senator  sought  to  treat  this  argument — an  argu- 
ment which  is  conceded  to  be  correct  by  every 
gentleman  whose  opinion  I  have  chanced  to  bear 
on  the  subject — he  undertook  to  tell  ihe  reason 
why  it  could  be  done,  and  he  said  that  the  reason 
why  you  can  do  it  by  a  rule  is  because  you  can- 
not do  it  in  any  other  way.  There,  sir,  is  logic 
for  you!  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
prohibiis  this  Congress  from  fixings  time  of  ad- 
journment for  the  next  on*.  Tlie  Senator  under- 
takes to  say  that  there  is  a  power  lo  overiide  the 
Constitution  by  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses, 
and  that  the  reason  of  that  power  is  because  it  is 
unconstitutional!     I  admire  the  logic  no  more  than 

I  I  do  the  manner  in  which  it  was  triven. 

I  Sir,  I  think  a  pretty  good  argument  can  be 
made — and  if  it  were  an  open  question,  I  certainly 
should  venture,  with  great  respect,  to  make  it — 
against  the  power  ofCongress  In  adopt  a  joint  rule 
at  ail.  The  Cnnsiitutinn  of  the  United  Slates 
says  that  "  each  House  may  determine  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings."  The  question  arose  during 
the  last  Congress,  in  the  House  of  Represenia- 
tives,  in  respect  to  the  power  of  theCommiueeon 
Printing;  and  the  settled  judgiuent  of  the  Honie, 
after  a  long  debate,  was,  that  Uie  joint  C^i 
tee  on  Printing  hatj  no  power  at  all  over  i! 
ness  of  that  House;  but  that  ihe  committer  ;  , 
vided  for  by  the  rules  of  the  House  held  the 
power  of  the  House  in  respect  lo  its  priniins. 
That  decision  was  undoubtedly  correct.  TheCon- 
stiiution  contains  the  provision  to  which  i  hnve 
referred;  but  it  nowhere  confers  on  Congress 
power  to  make  a  joint  rule  for  the  two  Houses. 
Notwithstanding  this,  when  it  was  suggested  to- 
day, as  I  thought,  with  a  proper  degree  of  respect 
for  the  opinions' of  others — certainly  it  wasao  in- 
tended— that  a  rule  thus  made  could  not  have 
(;>rce  lo  override  a  plain  provision  of  the  Con- 
stiiulion,  the  Senator  from  Illinois  saw  fit,  in  a 
very  pompous  manner,  to  say  the  least,  to  treat  it 
with  ridicule.  I  must  say,  sir,  that  I  dislike  that 
course  of  argument;  I  dislike  it  exceedingly;  and 
whatever  other  Senators  may  think  on  ihe  sub- 
ject, so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  never  submit 
lo  it. 
Mr.  BAYARD.     Mr.  President,  I  do  noi  n,..,p 

1  to  continue  this  discussion  any  further.    I 

I  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michiga 
Stuart]  fully,  ihalone Congress  has  no  an 
whatever  to  make  any  provision  in  refer* 
thetim^of  adjournment  of  another  Coni;res.-<,  nuu 
I  am  not  willing  to  violate  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  order  to  remedy  what  mav  be  an 
evil;  I  prefer  to  pursue  the  course  pointed 
the  Constitution  itself, and  amend  it  if  ne<f 
Wilhout  going  into  an  arjument,  I  v.'." 
I  am  perfectly  saiislifd,  from  the  whn 
lion,  from  all  its  various  dHuse.-i.  ib  i 
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of  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment  is  left  by  Ihe  Con- 
Etiiiiiioii  in  each  Congress  in  reference  lo  itself  ai 
its  first  session  or  any  fiesslon  other  than  iid  last. 
The  time  of  meeting  may  be  prescribed  by  law, 
but  the  time  of  adjournment  is  left  to  the  indi- 
vidual Congress  ilaelf,  and  is  dependent  on  the 
agreement  of  the  Houses,  or,  in  esse  of  their  disa- 
greement, upon  the  act  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates.  This  seems  to  me  so  clear  that  I 
shall  not  enter  into  any  discussion  of  it. 

But,  sir,  here  is  a  proposition  to  lengthen  the 
short  session.  So  far  as  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress is  concerned,  we  have  had  no  indication 
whatever  that  its  ellect  will  be  to  shorten  the  long 
session;  nor  do  [  believe  it  will.  As  I  said  when 
this  question  was  up  before,  1  believe  you  never 
will  be  able  to  shorten  the  long  session  until  you 
alter  the  mode  of  compensating  members.  I  am 
aware  that  there  are  difficulties  about  that.  1  am 
aware  that  the  fact  of  the  act  of  1816,  which  did 
turn  a  per  diem  allowance  into  a  fixed  compensa- 
tion, having  been  the  cause  of  the  great  unpopu- 
larity of  the  individuals  who  voted  for  it,  has  its 
influence  over  the  minds  of  members  of  both 
Houses,  and  that  probably  such  a  law  could  not 
now  be  passed,  though  1  have  hardly  met  a  man 
who,  in  ordinary  conversation,  did  not  admit  it 
to  be  a  proper  law  to  pass.  I  think  gentlemen 
over-estimsrte  the  causes  connected  with  the  un- 
popularity of  the  act  of  181(i;  and  I  believe  that 
ultimately  such  a  law  may  possibly  be  attained. 
The  unpopularity  of  that  measure  arose  from  the 
fact  the  existing  Congress  applied  the  compensa- 
tion to  themselves,  and,  in  so  doing,  actually 
doubled  their  own  compensation.  That  was  the 
reason  why  the  people  were  against  it. 

Sir,  the  people  of  this  country  will  understand 
any  question  tliat  is  fairly  presented  before  them, 
it  18  so  palpable  that  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  should  be  paid  in  such'a  mode 
as  would  superinduce  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business  in  the  shortest  time  in  which  it  could 
be  justly  finished — and,  in  my  judgment,  it  could 
be  transacted  in  a  short  session  of  three  months 
and  a  long  session  of  four  or  five  months,  every 
Congress,  quite  as  well  as,  if  not  better  than,  it  is 
now  done — that,  in  my  judgment,  the  people 
would  sustain  a  law  altering  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation. I  have  nothing  now  to  do  with  what 
should  be  the  amount  of  the  compensation;  that 
is  an  entirely  diQ'erent  question.  I  believe  that 
until  you  alter  the  mode  of  compensation,  you 
never  will  shorten  the  lung  session;  and  until  you 
do  shorten  the  long  session,  I  am  unwilling  to 
lengthen  the  short  session. 

I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  action  of  the 
Senate  on  this  bill,  it  has  already  been  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  If,  therefore, 
the  Senate  should  adopt  it,  and  the  President 
should  sanction  it.  as  he  undoubtedly  would  if 
presented  to  him — it  being  a  question  airecling  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  alone — it  would  become 
a  law.  If  it  is  to  becqine  a  law,  I  think  another 
measure  is  requisite  to  be  connected  with  it.  Com- 
plaint has  been  justly  made  that,  in  some  Slates, 
members  of  the  other  House  are  not  elected  until 
after  the  time  fixed  by  the  bill  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress;  and,  therefore,  as  that  cannot  be  reme- 
died until  the  next  meeting  of  their  Legislatures, 
you  put  them  to  the  serious  inconvenience  and 
greot  expense  of  having  a  special  session  of  their 
Legislatures,  or  of  remaining  unrepresented  for 
Bome  period  of  time.  Sir,  as  we  have,  by  the 
Con.stitution,  authority  to  fix  the  time  for  holding 
the  elections  of  members  of  Congress,  or  to 
change  the  time  fixed  by  the  States,  and  as  I  think 
it  is  desirable  that  all  Representatives  in  Congress 
should   be  elected   on  the  same  day,  I  have  pre- 

Cared  an  amendment,  which  I  shall  offer  to  this 
ill,  lengthening  the  sessions  of  Congress,  pro- 
viding that  the  time  of  electing  Representatives  in 
every  Slate  shall  be  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
ber, 1854,  for  the  next  Congress,  and  that  there- 
after every  succeeding  Congress  shall  be  elected 
on  the  first  Tue.iday  in  October,  bi-yearly. 

To  carry  out  this  provision,  no  Slate  legisla- 
tion will  be  required;  but  the  election  for  jepre- 
sentalives  will  be  on  the  same  day  throughout  Ihe 
Union.  Years  ogo,  presidential  electors  in  the 
various  States  were  chosen  on  difierent  days,  pre- 
scribed by  the  respective  Slates;  but  that  has  been 
ctmnged,  and  they  are  nowi  elected  on  the  same 
day  ihrou^ihout  the  United  States.  If  Ihe  argu- 
ment was  good  in  regard  to  presidential  electors. 


it  is  good  in  regard  to  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  an  undoubted  right,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  alter  "  the  times,  places,  and  manner 
of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives." By  my  amendment,  the  time  of  choosing 
Representatives  is  alone  changed;  and  it  obviates 
the  necessity  of  calling  together  the  State  Legis- 
latures. I  now  of)'er.the  following  amendment  as 
an  additional  section: 

Sbc.  2.  *^nd  be  U/urther  enacted^  Taat  Ihe  Repre^enta- 
livt'i*  in  CougttatH  from  the  several  States  ot'  tliid  Union 
Fhall  be  clecled,  in  eucli  cjlale,  on  iDe  lir^t  Tuesday  in 
Octnber,  1H54,  for  Ihe  uttxl  CongrK»ii,  and  on  the  lir»l7'Uftd- 
day  ill  Ocuiber  in  every  two  yearn  tlierealler  tor  each  suc- 
ceeding L'ongreiw. 

The  amendment  was  not  ogreed  to. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN.  If  we  are  to  havea  length- 
ening of  the  short  session,  I  wish,  at  all  events,  to 
provide  against  a  lengthening  of  the  long  one;  and 
I  will  therefore  move  an  amendment  to  make  the 
evil  half  as  great  as  it  will  be  under  the  bill  as  it 
stands.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "Congress"  the  words  "at  each  second 
session  thereof,"  so  as  to  make  the  first  or  long 
session  of  each  Congress  commence  in  Decembfrr, 
as  at  present. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  must  object  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     It  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will 
or  not;  but  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  these  things 
are  to  be  adjusted  solely  in  reference  to  the  con- 
venience of  certain  Stales.  Now,  the  effect  o(  the 
ameni^ment  is  directly  to  interfere  with  the  elec- 
tion which  takes  place  in  my  State  during  the 
present  year,  and  every  two  years  thereafter — in 
the  even  years  1856,  1858,  ifcc.'  The  elTect  of  the 
amendment,  ifadupted,  is  simply  to  apply  to  those 
States  which  elect  Representatives  anterior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  congressional  term,  and 
not  to  afTect  other  States  which  do  not  hold  their 
elections  until  after  the  term  has  commenced. 

I  am  aware,  of  course,  that  the  small  States  of 
the  Union  can  expect  little  regard  in  matters  of 
this  kind  from  the  vote  of  this  body.  Why,  sir, 
we  even  heard  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Douglas]  urge  as  an  argument  on  this  floor 
that,  in  a  matter  which  has  no  mure  to  do  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  than  with  the  Senate, 
or  with  the  rights  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  (the  time  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,) 
because  that  House,  which  represents  numbers 
alone,  has  pleased  to  pass  a  bill  in  reference  to  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  Congress,  therefore  this 
body,  representing  States,  which  was  meant  by 
the  Constitution  to  operate  as  a  check  and  balance 
in  the  Government,  is  to  be  entirely  governed  by 
the  views  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  repudiate  such  a 
doctrine.  I  am  unwilling  that  this  amendment 
shall  be  adopted.  If  other  gendemen  look  to  the 
convenience  of  their  States,  1  have  a  right  to  look 
to  mine.  There  are  other  States,  large  as  well  as 
small,  which  hold  their  elections  at  a  time  when 
this  amendment  would  seriously  interfere  with 
them. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment;  and  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Batard  called  f<Jr  the  yeas 
and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  stated  that  he  had  paired  off 
with  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs.] 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  15,  nays  33;  as  follows: 

VE.^H— M>wr8.  Allen,  AloliiKoii,  Rodger,  Bell,  Brod- 
bead,  Fool,  Geyer,  Gwiii,  Hamlin,  Johnson,  Jnnes  of  Iowa. 
Jones  or  Tennessee,  Seward,  Sumner,  and  Tholnp^o^  of 
Kentucky— 15. 

N.^YS — Me»;«rs.  Adtims,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Rrifrht, 
Brown,  Itiiller,  Cass,  CiMse,  ('lay,  Dixon,  Dodge  of  Wis- 
consin, Dodge  of  Iowa,  Rvans,  Feft»enden,  Firth,  Fitzpat 
rick,  Gillelle,  Flonslon,  Hunter,  Mallory,  Mason,  Norris, 
Fellil,  Pratt,  Rockwell,  Rusk,  Hebasliaii,  Slidell,  Stuarl, 
Toucey,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Williams — 33. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TcESDAT,  June  27,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Hkxry  Slicck. 
The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
LIGHT-HOUSES  ON  THE   PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 


munication from  Ihe  Secretary  (if  ihe  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Treasury  lieparlment  by  Gilbons  &  ICelly,  con 
tractors  for  building  certain  light-hounee  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  of  a  report  and  resolution 
adopted  by  ihe  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  their 
claim  for  extra  work  done,  expenses  incurred, 
and  losses  sustained,  for  which  they  claim  to  be 
entitled  to  compensation  to  the  amount  of  ^9,434. 
The  Sei-retary  submits  ihe  expediency  of  making 
the  appropriation  required. 

The  communication  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

EXPEDITION    AGAINST  CUBA 
Mr.  HARRIS,of  Missistippi.    1  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolvatt  Thai  Ihe  President  of  the  United  Stales  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  this  House,  as  tar  us  in  his  opinion 
may  not  be  iheonipalible  Willi  the  public  interests,  such  in- 
t'tirmntion  relative  to  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  antt 
others,  residing  therein,  being  engaged  in  organizing  and 
filling  out  a  military  expedition  lor  the  invasion  of  the 
Island  ol'  Cuba,  as  may  have  been  in  his  possession  on  the 
31st  of  May  last,  tile  d«te  of  his  prodawalion  on  dial  lub- 
jec;. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    1  object. 

TERMINATION    OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  propose  to  the  House  a 
resolution  to  terminate  debate  on  bill  No.  405, 
the  treaty  bill,  on  the  meeting  of  the  House  to- 
morrow, so  as  to  give  the  House  the  entire  day 
to-day  for  debating  it,  if  they  see  fit,  to  a  late  hour 
in  the  evening.  And  if  I  am  allowed  to  do  so,  1 
desire  to  say  this  in  relation  lo  it.  It  is  the  gen- 
eral desire,  expressed  all  through  this  House  and 
the  Senate,  that  we  should  terminate  this  session  of 
Congress  on  the  31st  of  July  next.  I  am  as  much 
in  favor  of  it  as  any  member;  and  I  say  this  to 
the  House:  on  Monday  next  it  will  be  in  order  to 
move  to  lake  up  the  resolution  for  adjournment; 
and  if  the  business  of  the  House  shall  progress 
from  this  time  up  to  Monday,  so  as  that  I  may,  for 
a  moment,  believe  it  probable  that  there  is  a  pros- 
pect of  gelling  through  the  public  business  by  the 
day  indicated,  I,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  shall 
most  willingly  vote  for  that  adjournment. 
_•  I  therefore  introduce,  at  this  time,  the  resolu- 
tion to  close  debate  on  the  treaty  bill;  and  on  it  I 
ask  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EWlNG.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  allow  me  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion? Why  not  move  to  close  the  debate  in 
five  minutes? 

Mr.  MACE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  House  to 
allow  the  committee  on  ocean  mail  steamers  a 
clerk  for  twenty  days,  ut  the  usual  rate  of  com- 
pensation.  I  would  stale  to  the  House,  that  in 
order  to  get  the  report  frnm  that  committee  pre- 
pared, we  have  already  a  clerk  actively  engaged) 
and  if  the  House  will  not  allow  us  the  clerk  for 
twenty  days,  of  course  we  shall  have  lo  make  an 
appeal  to  them  hereafter,  or  pay  the  clerk  oat  of 
our  own  pockets. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  will  be  in  order  after  mine  is 
disposed  of 

Mr.  MACE.     Then  I  will  not  press  it  now. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to.  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  as  I  Would  like  to  say  a  word 
in  reference  to  the  closing  of  debate  before  the 
resolution  is  pnssed   upon. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  no  objection  hemade,  the 
gentleman  will  be  allowed  to  make  his  suggestion. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  was  going  lo  say  this  to  the 
House,  that  from  the  turn  debate  has  taken  upon 
this  subject,  it  is  evident  that  if  the  House  tloes 
not  call  for  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject, 
and  for  the  instructions  to  our  Minister  who  ne- 
gotiated the  treaty,  this  debate  may  os  well  be 
closed  as  not;  for  it  seems  to  beconceded  upon  all 
hands — by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
JosEs,]  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bkm- 
ton,]  who  asked  for  the  correspondence  yester- 
day, as  well  as  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr  Batlv] — that  this  House  has  theright, con- 
stitutionally, and  as  a  motter  of  expediency,  if  it 
deems  fit  to  do  so,  to  withhold  this  appropriation. 
It  becomes,  therefore,  not  a  consiilulional  ques- 
tion ;  for  It  seems  that  no  one  is  ilesirous  of  raising 
and  debating  thatqueslion.     Everybody  concedes 
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ihat  it  is  the  right  of  the  House  to^  withhold  the 
money.  If  this  is  so,  and  if  we  are  to  dispose 
of  this  business  upon  the  face  of  the  treaty  itself, 
let  us  proceed  to  Jo  it  at  once.  There  is  no  use 
of  tall(ing  about  it,  or  of  sitting  here  looking  each 
other  in  the  face.  If  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, if  the  friends  of  the  bill — and  I  do  not 
desire  to  raise  a  political  or  party  issue — are  will- 
ing that  the  instructions  to  the  Minister  and  the 
correspondence  shall  belaid  before  this  House, so 
that  we  can  act  upon  this  subject  as  a  matter  of 
expediency  and  propriety,  then  the  consideration 
becomes  different,  and  debate  ought  not  to  be 
closed  for  at  least  two  days.  I  suppose  the  cor- 
respondence is  in  such  a  condition  that  it  could  be 
got  at  immediately.  It  has  been  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate; and  I  presume  to  get  it  would  take  no  more 
time  than  to  go  to  the  other  end  of  the  avenue, 
break  the  seals  which  guard  it,  and  bring  it  here. 

1  only  desire  to  say  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
friends  of  this  measure,  that  this  treaty  stands 
upon  a  little  different  footing  from  that  of  any 
treaty  which' has  come  to  this  House  for  a  series 
of  years.  It  is  as  well  known  as  anything  can 
be,  though  not  before  the  House  officially,  that 
Ibis  treaty  came  here  last  winter,  with  a  provision 
in  it,  by  which,  for  substantially  the  same  con- 
sideration as  is  contained  in  it  now,  we  proposed 
10  agree  to  pay  the  sum  of  $20,000,000  instead  of 
$10,000,000. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  the  treaty  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  their  ratification^ they, 
with  the  correspondence  and  the  instructions  to 
the  Minister  be(t)re  them,  saw  fit  to  repudiate  that 
agreement,  and  amended  the  treaty  by  striking 
out  that  portion  of  it  which  agreed  to  pay  the  sum 
of  420,000,000,  and  instead  thereof,  for  substan- 
tially the  same  consideration,  as  the  country 
understands,  substituted  an  agreement  to  pay 
$10,000,000  only. 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to 
interrupt  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  but  I 
believe  the  House  did  not  understand  that  the 
gentleman  was  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  speech 
la  opposition  to  the  treaty. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  a 
right  to  enter  into  the  general  discussion  of  thi; 
merits  of  the  treaty.  He  supposed  lhat  the  gen- 
tleman only  desired  and  asked  permission  to  make 
a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  tne  time  of  closing 
debate. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  was  just  roundine;  up  my 
remarks,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  to  a 
close.  I  did  not,  and  do  not,  intend  to  raise  any 
political  question  about  it.  I  was  simply  saying 
that  the  House,  seeming  unanimously  to  nave 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  had  the  power 
of  disposing  of  this  matter  and  withholding  the 
appropriation,  and  that  it  becomes  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency;  I  was  only  saying  that  the 
treaty  did  stand  upon  a  little  dinerent  footing  from 
any  other  treaty  m  reference  to  which  we  have 
been  called  to  act.  Some  suspicion  had  been 
thrown  over  the  transaction.  I  have  mentioned 
some  of  the  circumstances,  and  I  had  intended  to 
have  mentioned  one  or  two  more;  but  if  there  is  | 
any  impropriety  in  doing  il,  in  the  opinion  of  a  | 
single  member  of  the  House,  I  will  not  pursue 
that  course  of  remark  at  all.  I  will  only  say,  that 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  House  not  to  call  for 
that  correspondence  at  all,  we  had  belter  close  the 
debate  at  once.  I 

Now,  what  I  desire  to  say — and  I  intend  to  stop 
after  having  said  it — is,  that  the  indication  seemed 
yesterday  to  be  pretty  clear  that  the  House  would 
not  call  for  this  correspondence.  No  renewed  ap- 
plication has  been  made  for  it  to-day,  and  it  is 
useless  for  us  to  discuss  the  question  whether  the 
House  has  the  right  to  reject  the  appropriation; 
for  that  seemed  to  be  universally  conceded;  and 
that  is  the  only  question  left  to  discuss,  if  we  are 
not  going  into  the  merits  of  the  treaty  itself.  I 
had  a  very  few  words  in  addition  which  I  did 
intend  to  say  when  I  rose,  but  as  I  make  these 
remarks  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  I  will 
not  attempt,  by  indirect  means,  to  accomplish  my 
object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  desires  to  submit  an  amendment  short- 
ening the  time  mentioned.  I  named  lhat  time  be- 
cause, after  having  spent  the  morning  hour  in  other 
buainess,  there  will  be  only  time  for  two  or  three 


speeches  before  the  usual  time  of  adjournment. 
If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  offer  an  amendmenl,  I 
will  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Several  Members.     Oh!  no. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Very  well;  then  1  ask  for  i 
a  vote  upon  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  seconded, and  the  main  ques-  j 
lion  ordered  to  be  put.  j 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  dehiand  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  ! 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  94,  nays  58;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Meters.  Aiken,  J«mc«  C.  AHcn,  Willln  Allen, 
Appleton,  Banks,  Belcher,  Bocock,  Boyce,  Urcrkinridge, 
Bridgeii,  Bronk(>,  Carulhers,  Caskie,  Chamberlain,  ChR«t- 
tain,  Churchwcll,  Clark,  Clingnian,  Cobb,  Craige,  John  G. 
Davifi,  Dawson,  Dean,  Disney,  Kddy,  flllison,  Klheridge, 
Everhart,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Gnmble.  fioode.  Green, 
Greenwood,  Grow,  H.imillon,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  llaHting!<, 
Hendricks,  I  lean,  ilillycr,  Houston,  Hunt,  Jnlinson,  George 
VV.  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Kerr,  Kidwell,  Kurtz,  Latham, 
Letcher.  Lind!*!cy,  McUougall,  .McMuUin.  McNair,  Macy, 
Maxwell,  Smilli  Miller,  Nichols,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver, 
Orr,  Packer,  John  Perkins,  Phelils,  Phillips,  Pratl,  Predion, 
Puryear,  Heady,  Iteese,  Uichardsun,  Thomas  Ilitchey, 
Bobbins,  Kuflin,  Seward,  Samuel  A.  Hniith,  William 
Puiith,  William  It.  ^mitli,  George  W.  Sniylh.  Frederick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  II.  Stephens, 
Hestor  L.  Stevens,  Stniub,  David  Stuart,  John  J. 'I  aylor, 
John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Vantant,  Wells.  Wine,  Daniel 
B.  Wright,  and  Zollicoffer— 94. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benson,  Benton,  Campbell,  Carpenter, 
Cook,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Culloni,  Thotnaa  Davis,  De  Witt, 
Eastman,  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Farley,  Fcnton,  Flagler,  Gid- 
dings,  Aaron  Harlan,  Haven,  Hiestcr,  Howe,  Hughes, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Knox,  Lilly,  Lindley, 
McCulloch,  Mace,  Malleson,  Middleswarth,  .Murray,  Nor- 
ton, Andrew  (Jliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Peckham,  Peiininglon, 
Bishop  Perkins,  Pringle,  David  Kitchic.  Busscll,  Sabin, 
Sapp,  Skelton,  Gerrit  Smith,  Natlianiel  G.  Taylor,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Vail,  Wade,  Walley,  Walsh,  Ellihu  B.  Wash- 
burne,  Israel  Washburn,  John  Wentvvortli,  Tappan  Went- 
worth,  Wheeler,  and  Yates — 58. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by    which    the   resolution    was  passed,  and  also 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CLERK  FOR  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  now  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  ofTer  the  resolution  which  1 
indicated  a  few  momenta  since. 
The  resolution  waa  read,  as  follows: 
Retotvedf  Thai  the  select  committee  on  ocean  mail 
steamers  be  allowed  a  clerk  for  twenty  days,  at  the  usual 
compensation. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  that 
resolution. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  a  question,  if  the  House  will 
allow  me.  Does  he  desire  that  this  committee 
shall  pay  for  the  services  of  a  clerk  out  of  their 
own  pockets  ?  Because,  if  he  does,  I  am  ready  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  withdraw  my  objection  to 
the  resolution,  though  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
for  it. 

The  resolution  waa  then  received  and  adopted. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  move  tlTat  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  sf  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

MEMORIALS   FROM  TENNESSEE. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  to  allow  me  to  present 
sundry  memorials  and  joint  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  referred  and  printed. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  Mr.  S.  presented 
the  memorials,  &c.;  which  were  referred  as  indi- 
cated below: 

1.  Asking  Congress  to  grant  public  lands  for 
the  benefit  of  volunteers  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, mustered  in  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  ]83G.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

2.  For  payment  of  horses  and  equipage  lost 
by  the  mounted  volunteers  called  into  service 
during  the  Mexican  war,  from  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
AfTairs. 

3.  For  pensions  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  the  various  In- 
dian wars.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

4.  For  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pa- 
cific, commencing  at  Memphis.     Referred  to  the 


Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  Pacific  rail- 
road. 

5.  In  favor  of  repealing  the  duty  on  railroad 
iron.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

6.  For  compensation  to  William  Reed,  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  service  rendered  in  the 
years  1702  and  1793.  Referred  to  the  Commitue 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  wish  the  gentlemah  from 
Pennsylvania  to  allow  me  to  submit  to  the  Hoiu* 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  The  debate  is  closed  upon  the 
treaty  bill  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  I  can- 
not yield  further. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
knows  of  a  single  gentleman  who  desires  to  speak 
upon  that  bill  except  his  colleague,  [Mr  Jokes.^ 

The  SPEAKER.     Discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  Well,  sir,  I  deaire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  necessity  of  fix- 
ing some  day  for  the  Army  bill.  There  is  a  very 
great  urgency  for  the  more  efficient  organization 
of  that  branch  of  the  public  service. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUemaii  from  Vir- 
ginia asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Houw, 
and  appeals  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
to  withdraw  his  motion  to  go  inlo  Committee  of 
the  Whole  that  a  special  order  may  be  made  in 
reference  to  a  certain  bill  reported  from  the  Coin- 
miltee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.     I  object. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Last  Saturday  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Showkr,]  now  absent, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  WilUs 
Wilson  by  mistake.  That  bill  bad  not  been  con- 
sidered, and  he  has  requested  me  to  move  its 
recommittal  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  which  I  now  do. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  FAULKNER.  I  reported, la-'t  Saturday, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  Helen  McKay,  widow  and  ad- 
ministratrix of  Eneas  McKay,  lale  a  deputy  iiuar- 
termaster  in  the  Army  of  ihe  United  States,'  un- 
accompanied by  a  written  report  1  desire  now, 
with  the  consent  of  the  House,  to  submit  the  re- 
port, that  it  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  be 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  when  the  bill 
comes  up  for  consideration. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Robiiki'i 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Dnioa, 
(Mr.  Disney  in  the  chair.) 

THE  MEXICAN  TREATY. 

The  CHAIRMAN  Staled  that  when  the  com- 
mittee last  rose,  it  had  under  consideration  a  bill 
"  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  between  lie 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  of  30(h 
December,  1853,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States;"  and  that  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jones]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty,  being  printed,  were  be- 
fore the  House.  They  were  few,  and  so  explicit 
and  clear,  that  every  member  of  the  committeccan 
easily  comprahend  them.  The  first  position  in  the 
treaty  is,  that  we  are  secured  twenty  millions  of 
acres  of  land.  This  land  is  thought  to  be  not  of 
so  much  importance  on  account  of  its  iotrinnc 
value,  but  because  it  secures  ue  now  what  we 
supposed  was  secured  by  Ihe  [brmer  treaty;  that 
is,  the  right  of  a  southern  route  for  a  railroad  Is 
our  Pacific  possessions. 

Another  provision  is,  the  treaty  releases  us  from 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  which  stipulates  that  the  United  Siata 
shall  restrain  the  Indians  from  making  incursions 
on  Mexican  territories;  and,  further,  that  in  the 
event  of  being  unable  to  do  so,  then  the  Uoitcd 
State^will  punish  the  Indians,  and  exact  compea- 
sation  and  justice  to  the  Mexicans  for  thedamage 
done. 

Two  different  constructions  had  been  put  on 
ihis  clause  of  that  treaty.  We  contend  that  it 
stipulates  nothing  more  than  that  if  the  Indians 
shall  make  incursions  on  Mexican  soil,  the  United 
Slates,  by  an  armed  force,  shall  puoiah  the  Indiana, 
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and  then  exact  from  them  precisely  the  eame 
amount  of  justice  we  would  exact  for  ourselves  in 
similar  cases.  But  this  is  not  the  construction 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  which  construes  the 
treaty  to  mean  that  where  damage  is  done  to  them, 
we  are  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  damage,  and 
make  compensation  out  of  the  National  Treasury. 

It  is  known  that  the  Mexican  Government  has 
already  preferred  claims  to  the  amount  of  sixteen 
millions,  and  that  ex-President  Fillmore  was  will- 
ing to  make  a  payment  of  six  millions,  to  settle 
this  very  question.  And  not  only  sixteen  millions, 
but  rumor  says  claims  have  been  made  by  the 
Mexican  Government  to  the  amount  of  forty  mil- 
lions. He  did  nut  say  anylhingabout  their  validity. 
According  to  his  idea,  Mexico  has  no  claim  at  all. 
But  by  thij  treaty  we  got  rid  of  the  difficulty. 
Another  point  this  treaty  settles  forever,  at  least  it 
is  hoped,  is  the  question  of  boundary;  and  it  pro- 
poses a  perpetual  peace.  This  should  be  an  in- 
ducement for  anti-war  men  to  vote  for  it. 

He  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Benton,  delivered  yesterday,  denying  that 
B  breach  of  privilege  had  been  committed  on  this 
House  by  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty.  [See  Ap- 
pendix for  his  si)eech.] 

Mr.  HAVEN  said:  I  beg  my  friend  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Phillips,]  who  desired  to  get  the  floor, 
to  feel  assured  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  he 
shall  soon  be  gratified;  for  I  do  not  intend  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  at  length  upon  the  merits  of 
the  question  before  it.  My  only  reason  for  ad- 
dressing the  committee  now  at  all  is,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  finishing  a  few  sentences  which  I  com- 
menced communicating  to  the  House  this  morning 
before  we  went  into  committee,  and  in  which! 
was  arrested  (for  which  1  make  no  complaint)  by 
my  friend  [Mr.  Hamilton]  at  a  point  which  I 
fancied  he  thought  they  sat  rather  too  closely 
upon  the  friends  nf  this  bill. 

I  also  desire  a  few  words,  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  Btatements  and  suggestions 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Jones,]  who  has  just  resumed  his  seal. 

in  what  I  may  say,  I  beg  the  committee  to  un- 
derstand that  1  intend  to  cast  nu  censure  upon 
any  one  in  reference  to  this  treaty;  my  difficulty 
is,  that  without  the  instructions  to,  and  corres- 
pondence with,  ttie  Minister  who  negotiated  this 
treaty,  I  have  no  knowledge  upon  which  I  can 
vote  this  money,  or  approve  or  censure  any  per- 
son connected  with  this  transaction.  I  have  noth- 
ing, sir,  but  the  bare  text  of  the  treaty  on  which 
I  can  act.  I  shall  not  censure  the  President  or  the 
Department  of  State;  for  there  is  nothing  on  the 
face  of  the  treaty,  or  in  this  very  brief  message 
of  the  President,  which  indicates  whether  the  in- 
structions to  the  negotiator  were  right  or  wrong. 

I  shall  not  censure  the  Minister  who  negotiated 
the  treaty,  because  his  acts  have  been  adopted  and 
ratified  by  the  President;  and  1  shall  not  censure 
the  Senate,  for  it  is  a  coordinate  body,  having 
functions  in  some  respecis  higher  than  the  House 
of  Represntatives  in  reference  to  treaties — cer- 
tainly much  higher  in  reference  to  treaties  which, 
in  their  consummation,  do  not  require  legislative 
action,  as  this  does.  Like  all  fair  and  honorable 
men,  all  the  parties  referred  to  are  entitled  to  the 
presumption  that  they  have  properly  discharged 
their  official  duties  in  respect  to  the  matter  now  in 
controversy.  But,  sir,  whilst  I  intend  to  speak  in 
this  spirit,  I  also  intend  to  press  upon  the  com- 
mittee, as  well  as  I  may,  certain  questions  of  ex- 
pediency, of  good  faith,  and  of  fair  legislative 
dealing,  which  1  think  every  true  friend  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, of  the  Senate,  and  the  gentleman 
who  negotiated  this  treaty,  will  do  well  to  observe. 

I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
to  take  the  same  ground  on  the  question  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  this  House  to  grant  or  with- 
hold this  appropriation,  which  every  other  mem- 
ber has  taken  who  has  as  yet  addressed  the 
House  or  this  committee  on  this  subject.  He 
concedes  the  right  of  this  House  to  withhold  this 
appropriation  if,  in  their  judgment,  if,  in  their 
good  sense,  if,  in  the  exeruse  of  their  best  discre- 
tion for  protecting  the  inttresu  of  the  country, 
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they  should  think  they  ought  to  withhold  it,  or 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  it. 

Now,  sir,  that  being  so,  1  do  not  propose  to  say 
a  word  upon  the  constitutional  rightof  the  House 
in  this  regard;  but  I  will  assume  what  the  House, 
so  far,  unanimously  claims  and  insista  to  be  its 
prerogative.  Assuming  the  House,  then,  to  be 
right  in  this  claim,  the  only  question  left  for  it  to 
consider  is  the  question  of  expediency — an  ordi- 
nary question  in  legislation ;  and  the  only  informa- 
tion which  we  have  to  guide  us  on  this  subject,  on 
which  we  can  properly  act  as  legislators,  is  that 
which  we  have  on  the  face  of  ihe  treaty,  with  the 
very  elaborately  short  message  which  the  Presi- 
dent Ims  seen  fit  to  lay  before  us.  In  addition  to 
the  information  contained  in  the  text  of  the  treaty, 
we  find  that  it  refers  to  two  antecedent  treaties; 
the  one  the  treaty  of  peace  after  the  late  war  with 
Mexico,  called  and  known  as  the  treaty  nf  Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo,  and  the  other  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce  and  navigation,  concluded  between  the 
two  countries  on  the  5lh  of  April,  1B31.  Now, 
what  I  desire  to  say,  by  way  of  explanation  to 
what  has  been  said  by  thegenllemanfroin  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  particularly  in  relation  to  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  And  In  saying  this,  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  Ian-' 
guageof  the  eleventh  article  of  that  treaty,  because, 
so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  almost  every  man  on 
this  floor,  who  undertakes  to  justify  the  pay- 
ment of  this  large  sum  of  ten  millions,  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  this  treaty  now  sent  us  by  the  Prts- 
idenl — I  do  not  now  say  whether  il  is  proper  or 
improper — puts  it  upon  the  ground  that  the  claims 
which  our  sister  Republic  of  Mexico  has  upon  us 
by  virtue  of  that  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  are  here  provided  for,  and  we 
are  forever  released  from  the  same. 

Sir,  I  deny  any  particular  pecuniary  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Government  under 
this  eleventh  article.  And  in  this  every  gentleman 
who  has  so  far  addre8^ed  the  committee  seem  in-  | 
dined  to  concur.  1  have  always  understood  that 
article  substantially  as  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Jones]  says  he  understands  it; 
substantially  what  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  | 
[Mr.  Benton]  claims  the  proper  construction  of 
It  should  be,  and  is.  Such  was  always,  so  far  as 
1  have  known,  and  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to 
infer  from  documents,  or  otherwise,  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  it  by  the  last  Administration,  and 
by  all  statesmen  who  have  expressed  an  opinion 
upon  the  subject.  Now,  the  material  words  of 
that  eleventh  article  I  will  read.  They  are  as 
follows,  and  will  be  found  in  the  ninth  volume  of 
the  Statutes  at  Large,  page  930.  It  commences: 
"  Considering  tJiat  a  great  part  of  llie  territorleN,  wiiich, 
by  Ihe  (iresciit  treaty,  aiv  to  be  cciinprfjiended  I'ur  the  ttilufe 
wilhiii  the  hiiplH  of  lite  Urilied  Slules,  ii^  now  oct-upied  by 
f)aviigr>  iribpfi,  who  will  hereafter  be  under  ihe  exclusive 
control  of  the  Gnverninent  of  the  U'liled  i^laleK,  and  whoiie 
itie:ir8ions  witliln  the  territory  uf  Mexico  would  be  preju 
dieiiU  in  the  extreme,  il  in  toleiiuily  u^reed.  that  all  ^uch 
incur<ionri  shall  be  lorcibly  restrained  by  IheGoverninentof 
ttie  Unilrd  ritattttt,  wherettoever  (his  may  be  necettsary ; 
and  that  when  ihey  cannot  be  prevented,  (hey  ijhall  be  pun- 
iiihed  by  lilt'  saitl  tiuvernmeul,  and  tialisfaction  for  the  same 
iliall  be  exacted." 

Now,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  to  notice  partic- 
ularly theprecise  language  of  the  remainder  of  the 
article.  The  rest  of  the  language  measures  the 
punishment  this  Government  is  to  inflict,  and  the 
satisfaction  it  is  to  exact.  The  rest  of  the  lan- 
guage gives  the  precise  measure  by  which  our 
exertions  shall  be  controlled,  and  the  extent  to 
which  we  have  agreed  to  carry  them;  and  gentle- 
men will  see  that  it  was  an  argument  in  reference 
to  good  neighborhood  and  good  feeling  between 
the  two  countries.     Here  it  is: 

'*  .4U  in  the  tame  way^  and  wUK  equal  dUi^tnce  tmd  en- 
erei/,  tu  iflhcsime  invurtions  were  m'dUnled.  or  commlUei 
uritkln  ill  own  ttiTitory,  against  Um  own  Kilizeiu," 

Now,Mr.Chalrman,  that  is  what  Mr.  Polk's  Ad- 
ministration, a  good  Democratic  Administration, 
in  and  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  un- 
dertook to  do;  and  I  submit  to  the  friends  of  that 
Administration,  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  this  House,  that  it  is  unfair  upon  their  part 
to  press  and  force  upon  that  treaty  a  construction 


which  is  unjust  to  him  and  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Senate  who  ratified  it.  It  was  a  treaty  of 
good  neighborhood,  and  it  was  an  undertaking 
with  Mexico  to  do,  in  relation  to  the  Indians  who 
troubled  her  citizens  upon  the  borders  of  the  Mex- 
ican territory,  precisely  what  we  would  do  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Indians  who  troubled  our  own  citi- 
zens in  that  vicinity;  that  we  would  use  reasonable 
diligence  in  preventing  their  incursions  into  Mex- 
ican territory;  that  we  would  exact  indemnity 
from  the  Indians — not  pay  it  ourselves,  but  exact 
it  from  them;  and  do  it  all  precisely  as  if  the  dep- 
redations were  upon  our  own  citizens. 

Now,' sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Jones]  suggested  that  the  last  Administra- 
tion took  a  difl'erent  view  of  this  eleventh  article. 
I  know  the  gentleman  has  no  desire  to  make  an 
improper  suggestion  in  regard  to  that  Administra- 
tion, any  mure  than  I  have  in  reference  to  the  one 
which  preceded  it — Mr.  Polk's  Administration — 
or  the  present  one.  Who  supposed,  v;ho  ever  be- 
lieved, when  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was 
made,  that  this  eleventh  article  of  it  would  force 
this  country  into  a  nosition  where  we  might  be 
called  upon,  as  stateo  or  intimated  by  two  gentle- 
men upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  pay  to 
Mexico  a  claim  of  j^40,000,OUO. 

Both  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,] 
who  addressed  the  committee  yesterday,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Jones,]  who 
addressed  us'lo-day,  put  foirth  some  kind  of  indef- 
inite and  shadowy  suggestions  that  Mexico  has  for- 
mally claimed  of  this  Government,  as  indemnity 
under  this  ariicle, 840,000,000.  Mr.  Chairman, the 
gentlemen  both  handled  this  point  very  cautiously ; 
for  they  saw  it  was  a  Democratic  Adminislration 
(Mr.  Polk's)  who  got  us  into  these  magnificent 
difficulties  of  $40,000,000  under  the  eleventh  clause 
of  a  Democratic  treaty.  And  that  was  a  rather 
dangerous  foil  to  be  used  in  favor  of  the  present 
Administration,  in  professing  to  buy  us  out  of  them 
cheaply  by  the  payment  of  this  $10,000,000. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Jones]  thinks  he  has  heard  it  said  that  Mr. 
Fillmore's  Administration  recognized  the  validity 
of  this  claim,  and  offered  Mexico  $6,000,000  to 
be  released  from  it.  I  believe  the  gentleman  is 
wholly  at  fault  in  his  supposition.  I  am  not 
aware  any  such  ofler  was  ever  made  whilst  Mr. 
Fillmore  was  President.  I  am  quite  sure  it  was 
not  his  opinion,  nor  was  it  the  opinion  of  his 
Cabinet,  that  any  pecuniary  liability  rested  upon 
this  Government  under  that  eleventh  article. 
Whatever  he  would  have  been  willing  to  see  paid 
to  Mexico  in  that  behalf,  to  settle  a  controversy 
likely  to  arise  between  the  two  Governments,  as 
an  honorable  man  will  sometimes  buy  his  peace 
from  a  litigious  neighbor,  1  have  no  doubt  that 
he  and  his  cabinet  thought  Mexico  had  no  just 
or  equitable  claim  to  any  pecuniary  indemnity 
under  this  article. 

Since  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Jones]  made  the  insinuation,  1  have  sent  for  the 
messageand  accompanying  documents  of  1851 '-52, 
and  1  find  is'dat  I  suppose  to  be  the  views  of  Mr. 
Fillmore's  Ailministration  on  this  subject,  very 
pertinently  staled  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

1  desire  to  read  an  extract  from  it,  in  reference 
to  our  duties  and  the  rights  of  Mexico  under  this 
eleventh  article;  fur  it  appears  to  me  to  contain 
about  the  whole  argument  on  my  side  of  this 
question. 

Mr.  Conrad,  afler  detailing  with  proper  partic- 
Olarity  the  operations  and  results  of  ihe  Army 
stationed  in  western  Texas  and  New  Mexico— for 
gentlemen  will  remember  the  vast  trouble,  diffi- 
culty,  and  cost  of  keeping  up  that  frontier  service, 
and  to  what  an  unfashionable  strictness  and  res- 
ponsibility we  held  the  Secretary  of  War  "then, 
and  how  by  his  aid  we  reduced  the  extravagances 
that  preceded  that  Administration  in  that  regard — 
goes  on  to  say  as  follows;  and  1  ask  attention 
to  it: 

*•  The  United  Stales  )mve  IhUR  endeavored  to  fuinil  to 
ttieir  fullest  extern  llie  obligations  imposed  upon  tbem  by 
tbetr  latt  treaty  with  Mexico. 
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'  ll  surely  WHS  fiPVLT  conlcmplntPd  that  thp  entire  ei- 
Biuw  auii  r«i>|ioiii*ibihty  of  delcitJiiig  her  territory  agalit^t 
J»ciie  incursions  chould  devolve  upuu  uj*.  The  laii^'UBge 
lo!  the  treaty  Hdniit*  or  no  such  con^lriietinn,  and  it  it  did 
kit  would  re<]Uire  of  u»  wbmt  it  wuuld  be  ubviouitly  iDipon- 
f  iihlc  for  un  til  pi-rlVinil. 

"  As  Itie  United  t^laten  hnve  no  rijzht  to  slatinn  their 

Iroopd  wiihin  the  limilR  ol'  Mexico,  how  i5  it  (ioi<(iibIe  for 

llpni  entirely  to  protect  her  asaillst  tlihes,  liioi-l  ol'   wliniii 

tccupy  the  vrtiit  deHtrt  lyloK  between  the  two  countries  ? 

hll  that  wc  enn  do  is  to  make  coiiiuuiii  cau>*e  with  her,  to 

Dake  her  wroiiKS  our  own  ;   to  cha»li»«,  if  poiifible,  the 

ribew  by  whom  they  are  coniiiiilled;  to  roinpel  tJieni,  wiieii- 

Cver  il  iH  pottitible  to  do  »o,  to  make  re«titulion  of  Mexican 

^priitonerM  and  properly  :   and   linally,  in  our  treaties  with 

Ltlli-m,  to  fEiiard  the  interest  ol'  Mexican  citizens  as  carefully 

^as  (hose  of  our  own,  and  to  punish  any  violatiou  of  the  one 

9  severely  us  wc  do  that  of  ibe  oilier. 

*'  It  IB  niaiiifest,  too,  that  whatever  etforls  we  may  make 

L<hr  The  protection  of  Mexico,  will  not  only  be  I'ruitles!',  but 

pSbsolutely  prejudicial,  unless  they  lire  aided  by  currespond- 

ifng  efforts  on  her  part,    'i'lie  number  of  our  niililary  posts, 

'be  vigilance,  activity,  and  courage  of  our  troops,  all  tend 

o  drive  these  marauders  from  our  border  inwards  that  of 

Mexico,  where  they  can  carry  on  tbeir  depredations  wiib 

llmost  certain  impunity." 

That,  air,  wae  the  view  taken  by  the  last  Ad- 
lininiBtrBtion  in  reference  to  this  subject.  That  was 
Ithe  view  taken  by  Mr.  Webster,  anti  it  is  the  view 
f,l  have  always  hearil  put  forlh  by  the  friends  of  the 
llast  Administration  in  reference  to  the  pecuniary 

knd  binding  obligations  uf  that  treaty.  I  never 
t  beard  any  other  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  any 

Veil  informed  American  gentleman  until  now, 
*lvhen  some  rensoii  or  pretense  ia  sought  for,  as 

in  excuse  nr  justification  for  appropriating  this 

S  10,000,000.     But,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  dothegen- 
eman  from  Pennsylvania  the  justice  to  say,  that 
whilst,  likean  adrott  counsellor,  he  insinuates  that 
lloihers  may  take  such  a  view  of  theeleveiiih  article, 
-he  boldly  and  honorably  disclaims  any  such  con- 

►  ■truction  for  himself,  and  declares  he  holds  the 
tsame  opinions  I  hold  on  the  subject. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  not  discuss  this  treaty  further 
)npon  ita  merits  or  its  obvious  demerits.  I  have 
f  not,  this  House  has  not,  any  of  the  information 
kfietiessary  to  such  a  discussion;  it  is  withheld  from 
Ills.  Pretty  much  all  the  value  that  any  gentleman 
phere  perceives,  or  pretends  we  get  by  the  treaty,  is 
,fte  release  from  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 

►  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  Some  gentlemen,  it  is.true, 
[fpretend  to  see  value  in  the  territory  as  a  route  for 
^•railroad  to  the  Pacific.    As  to  the  value  of  the  soil, 

I  the  formation  of  the  country,  and  its  eligibility  as 
^a  railroad  route,  I  know  but  very  little.  I  know 
•that  Colonel  Cook,  who  led  a  regiment  through  the 
Icountry  from  El  Paso  on  the  Rio  Grande  to  the 
•Pacific,  but  a  few  years  ago,  was  entirely  unable 

•  togetoverthealmost  interminable  deserts  and  fear- 
t-ful  mountain  ranges  himself  with  his  regiment  or 

his  teams,  without  going  into  Chihuahua  and  Son- 
era, south  of  the  line  fixed  by  this  treaty,  several 

•  miles  from  the  Guadalupe  Pass,  by  a  circle  sweep- 
■  ing  south  of  this  line,  and  striking  San  Bernardino, 
,  and  coming  back  north  on  to  this  line  again  at 
'about  the  one  hundred  and  tenth  parallel  of  longi- 

•  tude  west  of  Greenwich.    North  of  that  route  ne 
ieould  not  pass  with  his  wagons  or  mules:  so  that 
r  Bny  railroad  track  upon  this  newly-ncqiiired  territo- 
ry, must  run  up  square  against,  or  directly  into, 

I' mountains  that  a  brave  and  enduring  man,  skillful 

r  in  expedients,  could  not  drive  his  mules  or  wagons 

■over. 

Where,  then,  sir,  is  there  any  consideration  in 
Is  our  favor,  on  which  we  can  justify  ourselves  in 
voting   this   immense  amount  of  money,  under 

> these  extraordinary  circumstances.'  Still,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say,  acting  in 
the  dark  as  I  am,  that  circumstances   may  not 

'  exist  which  render  thisappropriation  of  $10,000,000 
proper.  But  I  do  say,  and  here  I  plant  myself, 
that  this  House  has  no  means  of  determining 
whether  it  ia  proper  or  not.     We  are  left  entirely 

'  in  the  dark.  We  are  required  to  vote  this  large 
amount  of  money  upon  a   blind  confidence,  and 

•  without  a  reason  rendered  to  us,  or  that  we  can 
[.  render  to  the  country.    I  will  vote  cheerfully  for 

'  this  treaty,  if  it  is  a  fair  one,  made  without  fraud, 
and  not  controlled  by  stock-jobbers,  land  sharks, 
1  and  speculators.  Sir,  for  one,  I  want  to  see  the 
''  instructions  to  the  negotiator,  and  the  correspontt 
I  ence  with  him,  which  this  House  has,  in  my 
Mudgment,  most  improperly  refused  to  call  for. 
ITVIiat  I  might  do  if  1  coultJ  peruse  that,  I  cannot 
I'Mty;  but  I  can  say,  if  {found  it  all  correct  and 
^fair,  I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  this  appropria- 
I- lion. 

.  Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  certainly  does  not  intend  to  lay  that  the 


House  has  refused  to  give  a  call  for  this  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  listen 
to  any  suggestions  upon  that  subject;  lull  certainly 
the  geiitieiiian  from  Alabama  dues  nut  intend  to 
say  this  House  has  made  the  sail;  nor  does  he 
intend  to  say  that  very  strenuous  efforts  have  not 
been  made  to  procure  it.  1  did  understand  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Peckha,mJ  to  make  an  eiTi^rl  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  a  resolution  calling  for  this 
information,  and  1  understood,  also,  (he  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bekton]  to  makeavery 
decided  demonstration  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing this  correspondence. 

iMr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  true,  and  at  a  time 
which  they  themselves  knew  had  been  set  apart  for 
the  discussion  upon  this  measure.  If  they  really 
desired  to  have  this  correspondence,  they  should 
have  called  for  it  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  sent 
to  the  House;  and  that  is  the  time  they  would 
have  called  for  it,  if  they  had  really  wished  to 
have  it. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  am  glad  that  my  friend  from 
Alabama  manifests  some  little  desire  to  set  him- 
self right  in  reference  to  this  transaction .  1 1  argues 
that  he  begins  to  feel  the  impropriety  of  being  so 
far  wrong. 

Sir,  does  not  the  gentleman  know  that  the  mes- 
sage communicating  lh,e  treaty  to  this  House  bears 
dale  only  one  week  ago  this  very  day, on  ihe^Oih 
instant;  that  it  was  not  received  or  opened  here 
until  Wednesday  the  Slst  instant,  and  that  when, 
on  the  next  day,  being  only  Thursday  last,  he 
reported  this  bill,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Benton]  instantly  arose  and  informed  the 
House  that  he  wished  to  be  heard  in  the  matter, 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  privileges  of  this  House 
had  been  violated  ?  Did  the  gentleman  not  know 
then,  sir,  that  this  correspondence  was  wanted 
here  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.'  And  does 
he  not  now  know  that  yesterday  only,  Monday 
only,  sir,  was  the  very  first  day  when,  by  the 
rules  of  this  House,  it  was  in  order  to  offer  the 
resolution  calling  for  this  correspondence.'  Nay, 
more,  sir;  has  he  forgotten  in  one  day  that  almost 
immediately  upon  the  House  convening  on  Mon- 
day, he  took  the  floor  and  moved  to  go  into  com- 
mittee on  this  bill,  and  that  then,  which  was  the 
first  moment  in  order,  my  colleagu-  [Mr.  Peck- 
ham]  and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Benton]  offered  their  resolutions,  and  desired  him 
to  withdraw  his  motion  to  enable  the  House  to 
adopt  them;  and  that  he  himself  refused  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  go  into  committee;  and  holding 
the  power  in  his  own  hands,  absolutely  used  it  to 
exclude  the  call.'     But  sir,  I  leave  this  subject. 

1  do  not  know  what  I  ought  to  do  in  reference 
to  this  treaty  and  this  appropriation.  I  cannot 
know  without  some  further  light.  I  am  told  by 
gentlemen  here,  the  most  learned  in  constitutional 
law,  both  Democrats  and  Whigs,  that  this  House 
has  the  power  to  grant  or  withhold  this  appropri- 
ation as  it  sees  fit;  that  it  is  a  question  of  expedi- 
ency, which  we  must  decide  in  good  faith  to  the 
country  and  to  our  consiituenls.  But,  sir,  the 
only  information  1  can  get,  upon  which  to  base 
my  action,  is  the  simple,  single,  solitary  text  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  message  which  the  President 
has  just  sent  to  us  in  relation  to  it.  Now,  sir,  here 
let  me  say  that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I 
would  take  that  and  be  satisfied,  if  I  had  heard 
nothing  against  il;  for  I  have  no  sectional  or  other 
jealousies  or  feelings  to  gratify  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  say  I  would  take  that  and  be  satisfied, 
if  there  were  no  suspicions  in  connection  with  it. 
I  do  not  know  what  disclosures  may  be  made  in 
reference  to  it  by  the  corre'spondence,  if  we  had  it. 
I  do  not  know  but  such  disclosures  may  yet  be 
made  as  will  lead  me  to  vote  for  it.  But,  sir, 
most  unfortunately,  it  does  not  stand  alone.  Most 
unfortunately,  it  comes  to  us  with  a  knowledge 
on  our  part  of  certain  facts  which  throw  grave 
suspicions  upon  it,  which  attack  its  honesty  and 
good  faith,  and  which  most  strongly  tend  to  sap 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  persons  connected 
with  the  transactions. 

And  here  I  desire  to  take  up  and  finish  what  I 
desired  to  say  in  the  morninj,  when  I  had  the 
floor  in  the  House.  No,  sir,  this  treaty  does  not 
come  before  us  unaffected  or  unassailed,  or  with 
many  presumtitions  in  its  favor.  On  the  contrary, 
we  know,  am)  we  know  this  as  well  as  we  know 
anything  which  is  going  on  in  this  country;  and  if 
I  trespass  or  go  too  far  in  reference  to  ihi*  matter, 


1  hope  gentlemen  will  correct  me:  we  do  know, 
sir,  that  this  treaty  came  here  in  January  last, 
with  a  provision  for  the  payment  to  Mexico  of 
$20,000,000  instead  of  S10,0OO,(l00.  Wedoknow 
that,  forcenain  reasons,  but  for  what  re!>^"i^  u.h  dr, 
not  know,  the  Senate  refused  to  poy  ■•  <; 

that  it  struck  ofl"  Jl  0,000,000  of  the  j 
and  made  some  other  alterations  in  the  iienty  ;  and 
that,  as  fast  as  post-horses  and  expi esses  could 
carry  the  negotiator  bock  to  Mexico,  he  went 
there,  and  subiiiilted  this  new  concern,  this  treaty, 
toSanui  Anna,  who,  without  one  woril  of.juestion 
or  remonstrance,  so  far  as  we  know  or  are  in- 
formed, accepted  half  of  what  he  was  to  have 
under  the  treaty,  as  originally  ratified  by  him. 
With  the  same  fearful  haste  it  is  then  posted  and 
expressed  back  to  this  place;  and  all  we  certainly 
know  further  about  it  is,  that  here  it  is  for  the  pay- 
ment of  j|10,000,000,  instead  of  $^1,000,000,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  this  month.  I  will  nut  atop  to 
philosophize  upon,  or  to  discuss  these  strange 
diplomatic  maneuvers.  I  will  not  say  that  it  is 
wholly  unexplainable,  although  it  certainly  is  to 
me  somewhat  unaccountable.  It  may  be  one  of 
those  Contretemps  which  will  sometimes  ha)<p;n 
in  diplomacy;  but,  in  connection  with  certain  other 
facis  1  am  about  to  mention,  it  ought  to  have 
some  explanation;  and  before  plain  men,  like  my- 
self, can  yield  their  assent  to  this  appropriation, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  must  have  some  aatisftc- 
lory  explanation. 

But,  sir,  although  we  know  so  much  about  this  , 
treaty,  as  I  have  mentioned,  yet  there  is  reason  to 
believe  "the  one  half  has  not  been  tpid  us." 
Certain  things  have  leaked  out  here — things  which 
are  whispered  in  this  Hall, and  which  have  fnunJ 
their  way  into  the  newspapers.  The  atmosphere 
is  loadetl  with  them;  and  it  is  known  that  certain 
persons  connected  with  the  treaty  making  busi- 
ness are  proverbially  leaky.  These  things,  sir, 
which  have  so  leaked  out  are  anything  but  credit- 
able to  some  of  the  parties  concerned,  and  they 
throw  great  suspicion  on  this  treaty.  I  put  it  to 
gentlemen  whether  they  had  not  belter  call  for 
this  correspondence  now,  and  clear  them  up  at 
once  and  forever;  or,  if  the  correspondence  will 
not  clear  them'up,  then  reject  this  bill,  and  repu- 
diate the  treaty. 

Sir,  I  will  recount  some  of  these  leading  points; 
and  1  ask,  in  behalf  of  this  House,  light  upon 
them. 

We  are  told  that  the  negotiator  went  out  to 
Mexico  with  his  instructions  properly  framed,  and 
was  making  progress  in  negotiating  a  proper 
treaty,  and  with  no  unusual  appliances.  We  are 
further  told,  that  afler  he  had  gone,  and  whilst  he 
was  so  engaged  under  his  instructions,  certain  per- 
sons— certain  sets  or  cliques  of  men  here  and  in  the 
United  States — stock-jobbers  and  hungry  politi- 
cians, who  are  interested  in  some  way  in  ilieGaray 
and  Sloo  grants,  which  sre  con.'iidered  by  many 
as  improper  things  to  control  our  foreign  inter- 
course— made  a  ilescent  upon  the  Admlniairation, 
and  placed  their  affairs  before  it  in  such  a  light 
that  it  became  willing  the  negotiator  miglu  agree 
to  pay,  on  account  of  these  men — some  of  whom 
are  well  and  personally  known  in  this  Hall — 
$10,000,000  of  money,  provided  Santa  Anna 
would  acknowledge  it  as  paid  to  him,  or  to  his 
order,  as  an  indemnity  for  pretended  or  prospect- 
ive losses  under  these  Garay  and  Sloo  grants;  and 
provided  further,  that  it  could  be  done  in  such  a 
way  that  no  hand  at  this  end  of  the  line  could  be 
traced  in  doing  it. 

To  accomplish  this  purpose,  we  are  told  that 
some  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (alVfr.  Ward, 
I  have  heard;  but  in  all  this.we  may  be  mistaken) 
was  selected  to  go  out  to  Mexico  as  a  kind  of  se- 
cret special  agent,  and  to  carry  verbal  instructions 
to  the  negotiator  how  to  act  in  the  premises. 
These  instructions  are  said  to  have  been  verbal, 
and  outside  of  any  record.  We  are  further  told 
that  this  secret  special  agent  was  instructed  to  tell 
the  negotiator  at  Mexico  that  he  misht  add 
$10,000,000  to  what  was  provided  in  his  regular 
instructions,  for  the  purpose  of  makingthe  indem- 
nity I  have  mentioned.  We  are  further  tnld — it 
is  in  the  atmosphere  about  us;  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  true  or  not;  but  I  ask  gentlemen  to 
give  us  the  correspondence,  that  we  may  determ- 
ine the  fact — we  are  further  told,  t  pay,  that  the 
negotiator,  a  jenlleman  and  an  honorable  man, 
said  at  once  he  would  not  do  himself  dishonor  by 
undertaking  to  negotiate  outside  of  hia.  written 
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instructions  nnd  the  record.  Anil  when  ifwas 
found  that  (he  plan  must  fail  unless  he  had  written 
instructions,  we  are  told  that  the  special  agent  un- 
dertook to,  and  did  commit  to  paper,  and  say  on 
paper  what  he  had  been  told  here  he  should  only 
verbally  communicate  to  the  negotiator  lliere;  that 
this  became  satisfactory  to  the  negotiator,  and 
acting  upon  these  instructions  of  the  special  agent, 
the  negoiiatoc  put  on  the  indemnities  for  the  job- 
bing companies  of  Garay  and  Sloo.  Now,  1  do 
not  know  that  this  is  so.  We  are  told  when  it 
came  back,  the  Senate,  looking  at  the  correspond- 
ence— and  it  is  well  known  that  the  correspond- 
ence went  into  the  Senate — theSenate,  the  friends 
<jC  the  Administration,  honorable  men — as  the 
Administration  is  composed  of  honorable  men, 
and  I  am  speaking  on  their  behalf  to-day,  and  not 
on  my  own  or  that  of  the  opposition  here — the 
Senate  at  once  pul^lhe  knife  to  Ihe  treaty,  and  cut 
oft'  these  excrescences. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  want  to  know  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  as  he  seems  to  insist  so  much 
on  a  call  for  this  correspondence,  how  the  corre- 
spondence and  papers  will  enable  us  to  see  that  the 
verbal  instructions  conflict  with  the  written  ones; 
for  the  verbal  instructions  are  those  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  papers.'  My  friend  ought  to  know 
that  calling  for  the  papers  will  do  no  good. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  inquiry  is  a  pertinent  one; 
and  though  I  do  not  claim  to  know  anything  more 
than  what  is  reported  and  circulated  here  and  in 
the  newspapers,  yet  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
how  that  is  slated  to  be.  I  endeavored  to  unfold 
it  in  what  I  have  already  said. 

The  instructions  to  this  secret  or  special  agent, 
it  is  said,  were  verbal  instructions,  and  verbal 
only;  that  he  went  out  to  Mexico  to  the  negotia- 
tor and  told  him  verbally  what  he  was  required 
to  do.  The  negotiator,  as  I  have  already  said,  re- 
fused to  act  upon  these  verbal  instructions.  The 
«gent  then,  to  induce  the  negotiator  to  act,  puts 
in  writing  and  delivers  to  the  negotiator  what  he 
was  directed  here  that  he  should  communicate  to 
the  negotiator  only  verbally.  The  negotiator  then 
having  the  writing  from  the  secret  or  specJal 
agent,  concluded  to  act  upon  it  as  authority;  and 
his  subsequent  correspondence  with  the  Govern- 
ment here  referred  to  these  instructions,  as  well  as 
to  his  original  ones,  in  snch  a  manner  that,  upon 
the  Senate's  call,  they  could  not  be  separated 
without  making  an  awkward  show;  and  so  the 
whole  had  to  be  sent  in  together.  Do^  my  friend 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bocock]  understand  it  now? 
Whether  all  this  is  true  or  not,  i  do  not  know — 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing;  but  I  will  venture 
to  say  that  many,  if  not  most  of  the  members  on 
this  ftoor,  has  heard  it  over  and  over  again. 

Having  said  what  I  have  «aid,  I  desire  to  say 
this  further,  that  I  wish  to  do  no  injustice  to  any 
man  or  set  of  men;  and  I  ask  my  friends  in  all 
parts  of  the  Hall  if  it  is  no:  due  to  all  those  gen- 
tlemen who  are  engaged  in  this  tran-iaction,  more 
particularly  if  it  is  not  due  to  that  eminent  gen- 
tjeman  antl  citizen  from  South  Carolina  who  nego- 
tiated this  treaty,  that  this  correspondence  should 
be  laid  before  the  public,  or  before  this  House  in 
confidence,  if  not  before  the  public,  so  that  the 
names  of  honorable  men  who  are  connected  with 
these  rumors  and  retorts  may  be  saved  from  dis- 
honor and  reproach,  and  these  slanders,  if  not 
true,  nriay  be  put  to  everlasting  silence,  or,  if  true, 
that  this  treaty  may  receive  the  unqualified  repro- 
bation of  this  House? 

Mr.  BAYLY, of  Virginia.  Willthegentlemsn 
from  New  York  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 
.  Mr.  HAVEN.  I  will  with  great  pleasure,  al- 
though I  fear  by  so  doing  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
trespass  a  little  more  upon  the  lime  of  the  com- 
mittee than  I  intended  to  do  when  I  commenced 
my  remarks. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  know  of  a  case  where  the  correspondence 
in  respect  to  a  treaty  has  ever  been  made  public? 
If  he  will  inform  me  of  a  single  case,  it  will  give 
roe  information  which  I  do  not  now  possess. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  A  reference  to  the  gentleman's 
own  knowledge  is  much  better  for  him  than  any 
reference  to  knowledge  that  I  may  have  upon  this 
subject.  He  has  more  experience  than  I  have  in 
regard  to  questions  of  this  kind.  I  do  not  know, 
nor  do  I  profess  to  know,  much  about  it.  If  the 
inquiry  was  for  information,  I  cannot  enlighten 
the  gentleman.  If  it  was  by  way  of  reply  to  the 
u-gument  I  was  making,  then  1  desire  to  lay  to 


j  the  gentleman  that  his  own  argument,  made  on 
I  yesterday,  was   conclusive  that,  where  a  treaty 
1  trenched  upon  legislative  ground,  it  could  not  be 
'  binding  and  operative  until  the  Legislature  had 
acted  upon  it.     If  it  cannot  be  binding  until  we 
j  act,  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives must  act,  are  compelled   to  act,  in  the 
dark.' — if  we  must  act  upon  the  message  of  the 
President  only,  in  which  the  only   material  fact 
stated  is  that  he  must  have  the  money,  and  this 
treaty  must  be  exchanged  by  the  3Ulh  instant.' 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Will  my  friend  allow  me  a  fur- 
ther remark?  1  think  the  treaty  speaks  for  itself 
^  in  connection  with  the  history  of  our  diplomacy 
!  connected  with  Mexico.  If  it  does  not,  the  call 
unquestionably  ought  to  be  made  for  a  confiden- 
tial communication.  But  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  occasion  for  that,  for  the  reason  that  the  treaty 
speaks  for  itself. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
legislative  discretion  this  House  exercises  when  it 
undertakes  to  say  that  1  have  the  right  to  vote  for 
or  against  the  appropriation  of  this  money,  but 
that  1  have  not  the  right  to  know  anything  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  give  my  vote.  1  may  vole 
one  way  or  the  other, but  I  am  not  to  know  why; 
I  am  not  to  tell  the  country  why.  Here  is  the 
State  Department,  or  the  President,  sendingdoWn 
their  decree  here,  to  be  registered  in  this  House. 
We  are  ordered  to  act  npon  it;  and  all  we  can  do 
is  to  register  it  according  to  order.  Sir,  can  pre- 
sumption go  further?  I  would  put  it  to  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Baylt,] — for  I  have  great 
confidence  in  his  judgment,  in  his  patriotism,  and 
discretion  in  these  cases — if  he  had  good  reason 
outside  of  the  message  to  believe  that  the  treaty 
was  fraudulent,  and  that  it  was  adverse  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  and  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  schemes  of  stock-jobbers  and  speculators, 
would  he  vote  for  it,  notwithstanding  it  spoke  for 
itself  upon  its  face? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Does  the  gentleman  desire  a 
reply?  j 

Mr.  HAVEN.     I  do. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1  believe,  in  the  negotiation  of 
a  treaty,  that  the  explanations  which  are  given  to 
it  by  correspondence  are  to  be  considered  rather 
in  the  light  of  arguments  of  counsel,  and  not  as 
the  judgment  of  the  court.  Knowing  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  and  if  my  judgment  was  satisfied  as 
to  its  antecetlenia,  it  would  be  all  the  information 
I  should  de>^ire  to  construe  it. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  knew  that 
my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  would  agree 
with  me  in  such  a  case.  So  will  I  vote  for  it, 
after  myjudgment  is  satisfied.  But,  in  addition  to 
the  treaty,  1,  too,  would  have  the  antecedents  of 
the  treaty;  in  addition  to  the  text,  I  would  know 
what  the  protocols  were,  what  the  instructions 
were,  what  the  correspondence  preceding  it  was. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  more  than  I 
intended  to  say  on  this  subject.  1  did  not  intend 
to  hold  the  attention  of  the  committee  more  than 
five  minutes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  permit  me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  HAVEN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  will 
excuse  me  one  moment 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  1  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question  before  he  concludes. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Very  well.  I  give  way  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  In  the  debate,  to  which  I  have 
listened  very  attentively,  I  understood  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Jones]  to  assert 
that  he  believed,  or  that  he  had  some  intimation 
of  the  fact,  that  President  Fillmore,  within  the  term 
of  the  last  Administration,  had  offered  to  the  Mex- 
ican Government,  in  a  negotiation  in  respect  to 
the  question  which  we  are  now  to  settle,  the  sum 
of  $6,000,000,  to  get  rid  of  the  obligations  of  this 
Government  under  the  eleventh  ariicle  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  I  may  have  misunder- 
stood him.  1  have  no  official  information  of  the 
subject;  nothing  further  than  the  declaration  of  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania.  And  therefore  I  wish 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  whose 
relations  to  the  late  President  are  well  known, 
whether  he  ever  understood,  officially  or  other- 
wise, that  such  ofier  had  been  made  by  President 
Fillmore,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  in  an  honorable  way  if  we 
could  ?  for  1  have  always  stood  for  the  honor  of  the 


country.  On  so  important  a  piece  of  information 
as  that  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
asserts,  I  suppose  ne  has  some  official  informa- 
tion, either  from  the  present  Secretary  of  State  or 
from  the  President,  or  from  somebody  else. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  com- 
municating to  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tatlob] 
all  the  information  that  I  am  in  pnsxeeeinn  of;  but 
he  will  excuse  me  if  I  state-that  I  know  no  secrets 
of  the  last  Administration.  One  of  the  merits  of 
that  Administration  was,  that  it  always  remained 
sole  ma.tier  of  its  own  purposes.  President  Fill- 
more had  no  kitchen  Cabinet,  and  no  way  into  his 
office  by  the  back  door.  Hence  I  w.is  never  pos- 
sessed of  any  of  his  peculiar  cecrets,  nor  of  any 
revelation  of  its  negotiations  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments. But  I  can  truly  say,  sir,  that  I  never 
heard  it  officially,  I  never  heard  it  secretly,  and  I 
never  heard  it  openly,  or  in  any  way  alleged,  that 
such  an  oft'er  was  ever  made  or  contemplated;  and 
I  do  not  think  or  believe  that  such  an  nlfer  wbb 
ever  made.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken;  but  I  feel 
quite  confident  that  1  am  not.  I  have  already  read 
to  the  comniiiiee  the  opinion  of  one  memi)er  of 
Mr.  Fillmore's  Cabinet  on  that  subject,  officially 
addressed  to  Mr.  Fillmore  himself  as  President. 
It  repudiates  all  idea  of  our  obligations  under  the 
eleventh  article. 

I  have  said  all  that  I  intended  to  say  on  the 
subject  as  to  the  propriety  of  our  knowing  more 
in  regard  to  what  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Batlt]  calls  the  antecedents  of  this  treaty — the 
correspondence  and  the  negotiations  that  took 
place.     Now,  I  desire  to  gay 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  dislike  to  interrupt  my  friend 
from  New  York,  because  I  do  not  like  to  be  inter- 
rupted myself.  When  I  spoke  of  the  aniecedents 
of  this  treaty,  I  did  not  mean  to  speak  of  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence  between  the  two  Govern- 
nienis;  but  I  meant  the  relations  which  existed 
notoriously  and  openly  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. I  took  it  for  granted  that  my  friend  from 
New  York  understood  me  in  that  light. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  see  I  did 
misunderstand  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman. 
And  my  judgment  is,  that  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia had  better  have  left  the  case  standing  where 
it  stood  before.  So  far  as  he  is  concernetT,  he  has 
sufficient  information  on  all  matters  connected 
with  the  subject  to  enable  him  to  vole  underKtand- 
ingly,  without  getting  any  more;  whereas  I  have 
not.  I  want  to  know,  not  only  what  I  understood 
him  to  speak  of  in  regard  to  the  antecedents  of  the 
treaty,  but  I  want  to  know  all  the  correspondence 
— all  the  concomitant  circumstances,  and  every- 
thing connected  with  it,  to  enable  me  tovoteintelli- 
gently;and  such,  I  think,  are  the  wishesofmany 
other  gentlemen  here.  There  are  many  men  who 
are  able  to  vote  without  any  additional  informa- 
tion— men  of  experience,  who,  like  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  has  been  long  in 
public  life;  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  transferred  there  from 
the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  a  former  House,  and  who  may  be  well  sup- 
po.^ed  to  have  more  information  than  perhaps  the 
entire  negotiating  force  of  theGovernment  on  such 
matters.  Such  men  may  have  sufficient  knowl- 
edge, but  I  want  some  other  explanation.  I  must 
vote,  to  some  extent,  on  my  own  judgment,  and 
not  on  his. 

But  I  now  go  back  to  th  e  point  from  which  I  have 
been  drawn,  by  these  kindly  meant  interrogatories 
and  suggestions.  With  the  atmosphere  of  this 
Hall,  and  of  the  rotunda  and  avenue,  loaded  with 
these  detailed  and  pointed  rumors  and  reports  that 
I  have  mentioned  against  the  fairness  and  good 
faith  of  this  treaty;  and  with  the  papers  here  and 
abroad  giving  them  publicity  and  circulation  more 
or  less;  and  with  the  other  suspicious  circum- 
stances I  have  detailed,  I  ask  my  friends  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  Hall — for,  if  1  know  myself, 
I  am  no  enemy  to  this  Administration  in  its  proper 
and  just  endeavors  to  discharge  its  gceat  and  dif- 
ficult trust  and  duties — I  ask  them  if  it  is  not  due 
from  them  to  their  friends  ot  the  other  end  of 
the  avenue,  that  this  correspondence  should  at 
once  be  called  for  and  produced,  and  these  charges 
be  thereby  put  at  rest  forever;  and  that  honorable 
men  may  be  vindicated;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
they  should  unfortunately  be  proved  true,  that  this 
treaty  shall  receive  the  seal  of  the  reprobation  of 
this  House,  and  be  put  to  rest?  Sir,  secrecy  is 
a  badge  of  fraud.    If  a  man  stands  silent  when 


)iaitized  by 


Googl 


le 


1540 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLO] 


lune 


it  18  arraigned  in  any  court,  (except  in  capital 
lasefi,)  and  refuses  to  plead,  it  is  equivalent  to  a 
blea  of"  guilty.  Do  not  let  it  be  said  in  this  case 
rtmt  the  silence  ol  the  Administration,  when  called 
[upon  under  these  circumsiances  to  speak,  is  an 
Udmission  of  these  charges. 

I'    Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  confidence  and  faith  to 
rkelieve  that  if  this  correspondence  is   called  lor, 
^nd  comes  out,  the  public  mind   will  be  put  inin 
I  stale  of  pence;  and  had   I  the  control  of  this 
jialler,   as   the    friendaof  this   treaty  and  this 
Appropriation   have,  certainly   it  seems   to    me  1 
tiould  not  perform  a  wiser  or  a  better  service  for 
t411  parties  connected  with  this  transaction,  than  lo 
wk  to  persuade  them  to  put  this  correspondence 
|nd  information  before  the  country,  or  in  the  con- 
identinl  possession  of  this  House,  and  let  theAd- 
rjninistralion  justify  itself  upon  its  record,  and  put 
tits  slanderers  lo  shame.     Let  it  not  be  said  that  an 
7bpportuniiy  has  not  been  given  to  brine  forward 
Ihose  papers.     The   genileman    from    Missouri, 
^Mr.  Benton,]  with  thirty  years  legislative  ex- 
perience  upon   his  head,  has    beseeched,  I    had 
r«lmoBt  said  beseiged,  this  House  to  let  him  have 
jHhis  correspondence.     Yes,  sir,  that  gentleman, 
^ith  more  experience  and  energy  than  any  other 
legislator    I    can    call    to    mind,  called   for  those 
'  papers.     He  asked  for  this  information,  and  he 
Jj'told  us  what  results  would  be  likely  to  flow  from 
Ktiieir  production, in  his  judgment;  whether  rightor 
^Wrong,  I  do  not  know.    But  I  do  know,  that  after 
rgenilemen  concede  our  power   to  legislate  here, 
Tind  legislate  with  a  wise  discretion,  it  does  seem 
-to  me  ihey  take  a  moSt  indefensible  course  in  re- 
Jfusing this  correspondence.    Sir,  wemustvotenow; 
we  must  vote  by  yeas  and  nays;  we  cannot  have 
fthe  correspondence;  we  cannot  know  the  circum- 
*»tances;  we  must  vote  blindfolded,  and  in  the  dark 
]Bt  that;  and  we   must  take  the  responsibility  of 
ustifying  ourselves  to  the  country  and  our  con- 
'atitutents,  and  to  our  own  consciences,  for  our 
JVotea  so  given.     Sir,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  treaty 
Jl-without   this  required  information.     I  would  be 
I'tTad  to  vote  for  it;  bnt  I  dare  not  without  the  ex- 
I'planations  and  justification   that  the  correspond- 
I'ence  may  show,   but  which,  if  refused,  I  shall 
(•fear  does  not  show.     I  did  not  intend  to  say  half 
1^  have  said.     I  should  not  have  said  it,  had  it  not 
lT)een  for  the  fact  that  gentlemen  in   various  parts 
*©f  the  Hall  desired  to  call  me  to  account  as  I  went 
i^along.     I  thank  the  committee  for  their  attention, 
L^nd  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  rose  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
'of  Mr.  Benton,  delivered  yesterday.     The  gen- 
"lleman  from  Missouri  declared  that  he  could  not 
•vote  for  this  bill,  because  it  would  be  sanctioning 
[  \n  invasion  of  the  privileges  of  this  House.     He 
I '[Mr.  Phillips]  was  struck  with  the  use  of  the 
['■word  "  privilege,"  especially  as  employed  by  the 
f^enlleman,   who    is   notoriously   particular    and 
I  'choice  of  the  terms  which  he  selects  in  discussion. 
"He  denied  that  the  House  has  any  privileges  to  be 
invaded.     This  House  possesses  certain  constitu- 
tional  rights.     The  Constitution   imposes  on  the 
House  certain  functions  and  duties,  which  we  are 
'"obligated  to  perform;  but  he  denied  that  we  have 
I  'any  privileges,  used  as  the  word  is  with  regard  to 
'the  legislation  of  the  country.     Where  do  we  find 
j  Ithose  privileges?     By  looking  at  the  British  au- 
[nhorities,  we  find  that  the  King  Is  the  fountain  of 
f   honor,  oflSce,  and    of  privilege.     He   then  nro- 
I'ceeded  to  argue  that  no  constitutional  right  of  the 
House  has  been  invaded,  and  replied  generally  to 
I  'the  speech  of  Mr.  Be.vton.     [See  Appendix  for 
his  speech.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  called  the  attention  of  the 

committee  to  a  matter  personal   to  himself,  and 

'reflecting  upon  him,  and  charging  him  with  a 

"transaction  for  which,  were  he  guilty  of  it,  he 

should  be  expelled  .from  the  House.     There  was 

circulating  throughout   the  entire  North  a  lele- 

'graphic  dispatch  purporting  to  have  come  from 

^this  cilv      He  referred  to  the  following  dispatch' 

."in  the  Weekly  Times,  of  New  York,  of  the  14th 

l^instanl: 

,      "An  ailounillnf!  rmiid  ha«  just  bpeii  discovered  hy  Tami'- 

''1lEI.l.,nrOliio,nE»TO»,Mjict,and  oihert.hi  The  Nehra-ka 

I  '^iill.     Itseenm  tlmt  Riciiardsox  slal»*d  lo  ilie  Hntne  itiiu 

I  '  hit)  f  uhrtlilulK  WSH  Ulc  8eiiat«  lilll,  timely  wilhnul  Uie  Clay 

[  '\  Ion  pntvicOfWlien,  in  faci,  he  had  insened  a  clnui^e  pri,vid- 

Inff  that  rif>  perwin  oilier  Ihan  a  citizen  of  the  Uniled  S»lalr-B 

[.'should  hold  offlee  and  role,  unlil  he  bad  sworn  lo  BU|iporl 

'file  principle*  ollhi,!  I>ill." 

'     Mr.  CAMPBELL  (interrupting)  said  that  he 
'regarded  the  ptuag*  of  the  bill  as  a  great  fraud. 


and  thought  that  its  passage  had  been  procured  in 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House;  but  at  no  time 
had  he  chars^ed  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  wiih 
having  perpetrated  a  willful  fiaud.  He  thought 
the  gentleman's  course  on  the  Nebraska  bill  was 
open,  frank,  and  mnoly. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  expressed  himself  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  siatement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Otiio,  and  was  sure  that  the  person  who 
sent  the  dispatch  had  no  authority  from  him  lo 
make  ihiH  charge.  He  desired  now  lo  brand  the 
authors  and  iiidorsers,  whoever  they  might  be, 
and  wherever  they  might  be,  as  baae,  and  infa- 
mous liars,  anil  proceeded  at  length  to  prove  it. 
[See  Appendix  for  hia  speech.] 

Mr.  SMlTH.of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor, 
but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  KEITT.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  the 
necessity  of  making  any  remarks  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 1  intended  to  quietly  give  my  vote  when 
the  bill  was  put  upon  its  passage;  but  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Haven]  induce  me  to  trouble  the  House  with  an 
obaervaiiun  or  two  in  reply  to  him.  Whenever 
the  character  of  my  Stale,  or  the  official  character 
of  any  of  her  public  men,  is  assniled,  I  will 
promptly  repel  it.  Sir,  the  character  of  a  Slate  is 
invaluable;  and  the  character  of  her  public  men  is 
a  large  portion  of  her  wealth. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (and  I  may 
here  say  that  1  acquit  him  of  intentional  misrep- 
resentation) uttered  to  the  House  certain  newspa- 
per rumors  to  the  efl"ect  that  General  Gadsden  hud 
written  and  specific  instructions  from  the  Presi- 
dent, limiting  him  to  the  ofl'er  of  $10,0UU,U(H)  for 
the  negotiation  of  a  treaty;  and  that,  upon  decla- 
rations made  by  an  individual,  a  bearer  of  dis- 
patches, he  violated  his  instructions,  and  gave 
(2U,UUU,UU0.  I  believe  this  rumor  to  be  unfounded 
in  fact;  and,  although  not  so  intended,  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  injure  the  official  character  of  General 
Gadsden.  I  repel  this  newspaper  gossip,  and 
stale  the  impression  on  my  mind,  from  a  casual 
conversaiion  with  General  Gadsden,  that  he  did 
not  violate  his  instructions.  Of  course  I  had  no 
conversation  with  him  about  the  character  of  his 
instructions,  or  the  conduct  of  the  negotiation. 
Nothing  more  was  said  than  any  one  could  legit- 
imately infer  from  the  fact  itself,  viz:  that  he  had 
not  violated  his  instructions. 

Sir,  I  know  General  Gadsden  to  be  a  man  in- 
capable of  a  dishonest  act;  and  a  man  of  too 
much  intellect  to  be  the  tool  of  any  ambidextious 
intriguer.  With  full  confidence  in  his  character 
and  ability,  I  repel  these  vagrant  rumors;  and  1 
regret  that  they  have  acquired  an  accidental  re- 
spectability by  their  enunciation  upon  the  floor  of 
this  House.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
says  that  the  atmosphere  is  charged  with  these 
rumors.  Well,  sir,  what  if  it  is  >  Whoever  car- 
ries about  an  alembic  to  dissolve  newspaper  ru- 
mors, in  times  fruitful  in  important  events,  will 
engage  in  an  impracticableunderlaking.  I  knew, 
sir,  that  when  all  the  facts  of  the  case  were  made 
public,  these  rumors  would  either  be  verified, and 
thereby  live,  or  that  they  would  collapse  and 
putrify  in  their  dishonor.  To  that  ordeal  I  was 
willing  quietly  to  subject  them.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
they  have  been  galvanized  into  a  mimicry  of  life 

I  do  not  mean  to  debate  the  provisions  of  this 
treaty.  I  do  not  mean  lo  discuss  the  constitu- 
tionality of  acquiring  territory  under  the  treaty- 
making  power.  If  It  were  a  rase  of  novel  im- 
pression, I  should  not  hesitate  to  express  my 
views;  but  repeated  acts  and  decisions  foreclose 
the  argument,  i  shall  vole  for  this  bill  for  the 
following  reasons: 

It  secures  the  right  of  way  across  Tehuanlepec, 
for  which  I  understand  Mr.  Polk  offered  fifteen 
millions.  It  reacquires  from  seventeen  to  twenry 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  embracing  the  Mesilla 
Valley,  which  Mr.  Killmore  relinquished.  He 
relinquished  it  by  recognizing  the  act  of  the  com- 
missioner against  the  surveyor,  by  which  act  our 
claim  was  abdicated.  It  abrogates  also  the  eleventh 
article  in  the  treaty  of  Gundalupe  Hidalgo,  for 
which  abrogation,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that 
Mr.  Fillmore  offered  Ihe  Mexican  Government 
five  millions  of  dollars,  and  subsequently,  it  is 
aflirmed,  seven  millions. 

Now,  air,  I  recommend  lo  gentlemen  who,  with 
knightly  courtesy,  volunteer  to  utter  newspaper 
rumors  upon  the  floor  of  the  House,  in  order 
that  the  Administration  may  hare  n  chance  to 


defend  itself  against  vagrant  gossip,  to  call  for  the 
papers  connected  with  this  alleged  offer  of  Mr. 
Fillmore,  and  see  wheiher  it  be  a  fact  or  not. 
When  I  say  that  I  believe  Mr.  Fillmore  did  moke 
this  offer,  I  do  not  mean  to  disparage  his  Admin- 
isirniion  or  his  services.  He  has  been  truer  lo 
his  own  Stale  than  hia  Slate  has  been  to  him. 
I  opposed  his  election,  and  I  opposed  his  Admin- 
istration; but,  sir,  that  cannot  cloud  my  sense  of 
justice.  I  apply  lo  his,  what  1  apply  lo  eiery 
Administration,  the  sUindard  of  right  and  wrfr;£,', 
in  my  own  judgment.  If  right,  I  will  auppori  ihe 
measure,  irresperlive  of  party  auspices;  if  wrong, 
1  will  reject  it  in  ihe  same  spirit. 

Thus,  sir,  I  will  not  say  that  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
wrong  in  offering  five  millions  forth*  abrogaiion 
of  a  harassing  and  embroiling  stipulation  in  the 
Ireaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  1  do  not  know 
that  he  was,  anil  I  moke  iTo  random  charges,  and 
I  wage  no  partisan  warfare,  i  shall  discuss  now 
no  question  obout  railroad  routes,  nor  shall  I  com- 
ment noon  sectional  issues.  Whoever  pleases 
may  raise  the  red  flag  of  the  amphitheater  and 
plunge  into  Ihe  contest;  but  I  will  enter  into  no 
barren  fight.  Sir,  I  do  not  profess  the  broad  sym- 
pathies which  many  gentlemen  here  delight  to 
vaunt.  No,  sir;  I  am  a  southern  man,  and  I 
always  mean  lo  be  true  lo  the  South,  covered  all 
over  as  she  is  by  ihe  Consiiiution.  To  my  own 
Slate  first  and  foremost  I  shallever  stand,  wheiher 
she  be  right  or  wrong.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  conceive 
that  any  sectional  issue  is  properly  involveil  in  ibii 
question. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  know  that  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Kkitt)  does  not  intend  to 
impute  anything  intentionally  wrong  lo  me. 
What  is  more,  I  am  quite  certain  that  what  he 
has  aaid  does  not  eonlravene  the  remarks  I  made 
this  morning.  This  thing  works  very  well  sofar. 
Light  is  gradually  dawning  upon  us  It  seems 
that  there  is  another  gentleman  in  this  House  who 
is  willing,  from  the  knowledge  he  has  obtained 
from  personal  intercourse  with  the  negoiiaior  of 
his  treaty,  to  vote  for  ihis  appropriaiion.  Let 
me  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  if  he 
willjoin  me  in  giving  the  remaining  members  of  this 
House  informotion  in  reference  lo  all  these  mat- 
ters ?  -My  friend  undertakes  to  .wy.  1 
authority,  what  the  Administration 
more  offered  in  leference  to  this  lrfai> .  .  .. .,  j  .ii 
him  in  getting  Ihe  papers.  This  information  it 
oltogether.new  to  me.  It  may  be  true;  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  may  have  sources  of 
information  upon  that  subject  which  to  me  are 
wholly  inaccessible. 

I  desire  lo  say  to  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, in  oil  good  feeling,  that  I  do  not  want  to  pal 
him  or  others  to  the  trouble  of  hiding  behind  Mr. 
Fillmore  in  voting  for  Ihis  treaty.  Give  us  the 
documents,  and  let  us  see,  when  we  get  ihem, 
whether  they  will  sustain  the  gentleman  in  what 
it  has  been  doing,  without  going  behind  a  previous 
Administration  for  protection.  I  say  this  in  no 
offensive  sense.  I  believe  my  friend  from  Sooth 
Carolina  will  join  me  in  undertaking  to  shed  ligbt 
upon  this  transaction.  Let  me  say  one  thing  fur- 
ther, and  I  am  done.  I  did  not  inlend  to  attribute 
any  thing  wrong  to  General  Gadsden,  t  think  I 
did  not  attribute  any  thing  wrong  to  him.  I 
thought  I  was  doing  him  but  justice,  when  I  said 
that  a  special  agent  was  sent  lo  Moxico  with 
verbal  instructions,  and  that  General  Gadsden, 
like  an  honorable  and  high-minded  man,  refused 
to  act  upon  them;  refuoeo  lo  compromise  his  good 
name  and  etaiiding  as  a  gentleman.  I  said  more 
that  the  special  agent  committed  the  instruc- 
tions to  writing,  which  had  been  Iruated  to  him 
verbally  by  the  Administration  at  this  end  of  the 
line,  before  General  Ghidsden  would  conde»eefid 
lo  regard  them.  And  1  appealed  to  my  friendeon 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  that,  in  justice  to  an 
honorable  man  from  South  Carolina,  who  was 
engaged  in  this  negotiation,  they  should  join  me 
in  having  this  information  laid  before  the  House, 
so  that  General  Gadsden  might  be  fully  acquitted 
and  susiaiiied  in  reference  to  this  negotiation;  and 
those  who  are  endeavoring  lo  do  him  injustice 
might  be  put  to  shame.  Or,  if  the  correspondence 
di(f  not  justify  the  parlies  lo  this  negotiation,  ibat 
then  this  House  might  put  its  seal  of  reprobation 
upon  Ihe  irentv,  and  withhold  ihe  money. 

Mr.  KEITT.  Will  the  genileman  from  New 
York  allow  me  one  minute  in  order  to  put  my- 
self right.' 
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Mr.  SMITH.  Certainly. 
Mr.  ICKITT.  I  snid,  .Vlr.  Chairman,  thnt  I 
hat]  no  connection  witii  any  of*  ili«  De[)urtmen(fl. 
I  anid  thai  I  hail  had  a  conversation  with  General 
Gad.-sden,  which,  however,  waacaBunl,and  had  no 
relation  to  his  instructions.  I  am  giving  no  vote 
upon  any  inlbrmalion  communicated  to  me  by 
that  gentleman.  1  merely  gave  his  declaration,  thai 
he  had  not  violated  his  instructions,  against  the 
newspaper  rumor  that  he  had.  If  I  had  not  had 
bis  drclaralinn,  I  should  as  quickly,  and  to  me 
aa  satisfactorily,  have  given  his  character  as  a 
pledge  against  this  scandal.  Sir,  General  Gadsden 
communicated  nothing  to  me  about  the  character 
of  his  instructions,  or  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty. 
Nor  have  I  snid  anything  which  would  authorize 
any  one  to  infer  that  General  Gadsden  violated 
his  official  honor  or  his  diplomatic  functions  by 
giving  me  any  private  information.  He  gave  me 
none  such;  nor  did  I  say  that  1  would  vole  upon 
any  such  information.  I  have  no  sources  of  in- 
formation which  other  gentlemen  have  not.  Sir, 
1  simply  repelled  a  newspaper  rumor,  that  he  had 
violated  hia  instructions,  by  his  declaration  that 
he  had  not.  I  then  stated  that  t  had  three  grounds 
for  supporting  this  bill. 

The  first  of  these  grounds  was  theTehuantepec 
ule;  the  second,  the  twenty  millions,  or  there- 
outs,  of  square  acres  of  land  given  to  us  under 
le  treaty;  and  the  third  the  abrogation  of  the 
eventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
Igo,  for  which  Mr.  Fillmore  had  offered,  as  I 
was  informed,  95,000,000  or  $7,000,000.  These 
were  the  three  grounds  on  which  I  said  1  would 
vote  for  the  bill.  General  Gadsden  and  his  friends 
hide  behind  no  man.  1  appealed  toiheact  of  Mr. 
Fillmore,  only  to  ithow  that  the  $10,000,000  was 
not  given  for  the  land  embraced  in  the  treaty,  not 
lo  show  that  Mr.  Fillmore  had  Jone  wrong.  Sir, 
whenever  General  Gadsden  and  his  frieniis  hide 
behind  any  man,  not  even  newspaper  goseip shall 
say  it  was  behind  a  poliiir^il  opponent. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  then  addressed  the 
committee  for  one  hour.  His  remarks  will  be 
published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  GIODINGS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  PECKH.\M.     I  ask  the  gentleman  from 


hio  to  allow  me  a  single  moment.^ 

1  will,  certainly. 


I        tha 


Mr.  GIDDINGS. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  It  has  been  suggested  here 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,] 
thai  the  resolution  submitted  by  me,  and  that  sub- 
mitted by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Mis- 
■ouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  were  not  submitted  in  earn- 
est; that  they  were  not  intended  in  sincerity  to 
obtain  the  correspondence;  that  we  really  did  not 
wi«h  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  said  no  such  thing. 
Mr.  PECKHAM.  Oh!  there  is  no  occasion 
for  the  interruption.  I  do  not  mean  to  impute 
anything  wrong  to  the  gentleman.  Bull  desire 
distinctly  to  say  that  I  offered  the  resolution  for 
no  other  purpose  than  appears  upon  its  face.  I 
offered  it  for  the  purposeof  obtaining  information 
whi<  h  should  guide  this  House  in  its  action,  anil 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  And  I  now  will 
renew  the  proposition,  if  I  can  get  the  floor  for 
that  purpose,  and  will  ask  that  the  committee 
le,  solely  to  enable  me  to  submit  that  resolution; 
id  I  will  then  immediately  move  again  to  go 
:ck  into  committee.  It  is  not  too  late,  even  now, 
to  get  thft  information. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     It  is  due  to  myself  that  I 
ould  say,  because  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
~r..Bcs'T0N]  is  not  in  his  seat,  and  my  remarks 
pplied  as  much  to  him  as  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  I  meant  to  say,  if  I  did  not  do 
that  it  was  an  indication  that  the  papers  were 
t  desired,  the  proposition  was  made  at  so  late  a 
iod.     It  was  an  induciion  which  I  suppose 
iBt  I  had  the  right  to  draw. 
Mr.  PECKHAM.     This  correspondence  has, 
yond  all  question,  been  laid  before  the  Senate; 
d,  therefore,  it  would  require  but  ten  minutes 
■end  it  here.     I  make  the  motion  that  the  com- 
iltee  do  now  rise,  so  that  we  may  go  into  the 
louse  and  pass  the  resolutionwhich  I  introduced. 
We  can  then  have  the  correspondence  to  use  to- 
morrow in  ihe  five-minute  debate,  with  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  we  had  it  before.     I  will  say 
that  this  motion,  founded  on  rumors  of  wrong  and 
fraud,  is  met  and  answered  simply  by   rumors; 
and  thus  is  this  (louse  engaged,  instead  of  having 
tnJcAB,  whtti  facta  art  wiain  our  reach.    It  does 


not  become  the  House,  when  the  fact  is  conceded 
that  we  have  the  rij^lil  to  exercise  our  judgment 
in  voting  or  withholding  this  appropriation.  In- 
deed, it  seems  to  me  to  be  wholly  improper,  that 
fact  being  conceded,  for  us  to  say  thut  we  shall 
blind  our  eyes;  that  we  shall  have  no  sort  of  light; 
that  we  shall  go  on  in  darkness  on  the  question, 
and  that  we  shall  vote  without  knowing  one  word 
of  the  grounds  or  reasons  of  our  vote.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  go  for  this  appropriation  as  a  matter 
of  faith.  1  liave  not  sufficient  faith  in  the  Ad- 
miiiistration. 

Mr.  KEITT.     Will  you  go  for  it  at  all? 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  shall  go  for  it  if  satisfied 
that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  I  hope 
the  committee  will  rise,  and  the  resolution  calling 
for  the  correspondence  may  be  adopted,  so  that 
we  may  have  it  to  use  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  yield  for  that  purpose,  and 
with  the  understanding  that  I  shall  not  lose  my 
right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  understood  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  yielded  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  to  occupy  the  remainder  of 
his  time. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  only  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  Mr.  Peckuam's 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of^the  committee 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consideration 
the  Union  generally,  and  especially  House  bill 
No.  405,  "  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Re- 
public, of  the  .3Qih  December,  1853,"  and  had 
come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Renohed,  Tll4l\he  Prcsldenlor  the  United  States  be, and 
tie  IH  lipreby,  requuriled,  it'  nnt  ii)e<iri8islent  Willi  the  public 
inlerents,  l<i  coiiiiiHiiiicatc  to  ltii«  Mouse  copiex  or  all  in 
HlrunionH  lo  our  .Mini*'er  to  Mi;.tico,  Mr.  Gadndfn,  and  of 
all  c'>rre»pond(--nce  bclween  ttiia  Gnvt^rninenl  and  Itini, 
toucliiiig  or  cuncerainic  the  trt^aly  between  U)i«  Guvern- 
inniit  and  Mexico,  of  Uie  30tti  of  Deceuiber  laat,  and  the 
subject  matter  ttlerenf. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  There  is  no  House  here, 
and  I  move  that  we  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  weua  taken;  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  There  is  no  quorum  here, 
and  I  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  submit  that  my  motion 
takes  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  introduction  of  the  res- 
olution depends  upon  the  will  of  the  whole 
House.  If  objected  to  by  any  single  member,  it 
cannot  be  offered  under  Ihe  rules. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  do  not  understand  any 
gentleman  as  objecting  to  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  object  to  the  consideration 
of  this  resolution,  because  the  President  is  not  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  r  do  not  design  by  the  res- 
olution to  postpone  in  any  degree  whatever  the 
passage  of  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  utterly  impracticable 
to  get  that  information  and  not  delay  the  business 
at  this  late  period  of  the  se.s8ion. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  resolution  can  do  no 
possible  harm.  If  the  information  is  not  obtained, 
we  shall  have  been  heard,  at  least;  and  if  it  is  ob- 
tained, why,  then  we  shall  have  the  light  we  are 
seeking. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made  substan- 
tially, by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
MiLLsoK,]  who  moves,  as  he  has  a  right  to  move, 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word, 
and  explain  the  reason  why  I  made  the  motion 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Commiliee 
of  tlie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  regard 
this  as  a  very  important  question,  and  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  call  for  the  correspondence  relating 
to  this  treaty,  if  we  please.  I  certainly  shall  never 
surrender  this  right,  if  ever  this  question  is  put  to 
a  votk,  ttntl  i  deairie  that  a  full  volb  shall  bb  takfeb  ^ 


by  the  yeas  and  nays.  In  any  question  connected 
with  these  poiiiM  raised  here,  I  should  like  to  havfl 
a  full  vote  upon  the  yeas  and  nays.  But  we  should^ 
not  proceed  lo  a  vole  upon  the  resolution  now;  fort 
the  result  will  be  to  break  up  the  committee,  andl 
bring  this  debate  to  a  sudden  close;  and  unless  w«3 
now  return  to  the  committee,  we  shall  be  com-'j 
pelled  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.     In  casting  my  eye  around 
the  Hall,  I  saw  that  there  was  hardly  a  quorumj! 
present,  and  consequently  I  moved  that  theHousaJ 
adjourn.  ,i 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.     I  do  not  knowj 

i  whether  there  is  a  quorum  presenter  not.    Iftheri* 

is,  and  we  can  get  the  information,  let  us  have  it;^ 

but  if  we  cannot  get  it,  let  us  return  lo  the  comr^ 

mitiee,  and  resume  the  consideration  of  this  aub^ 


ject. 
Mr 


I  submitted  a  motion  thav 


McMULLIN. 
the  House  adjourn. 

The  Sl'E.AKER.     The  motion   made  by  th4 
gentleman  w<'uld  not  be  in  order;  for  there  is  aj 
motion  pending  that  the  House  resolve  itself  int<»'T 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tb<i^ 
Union.  n 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Mill-^ 
son's  motion;  and  there  were — yeas  forty-fouri 
noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  adjourn  i|f 
now  in  order.  , 

Mr.  PHELPS,  (at  half  past  four,  p.  m.)  Thei^ 
I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  quetition  was  taken;  and,  on  a  divisioOil^ 
there  were — oyes  18,  noes  41. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  hope  the  House  will  consent! 
to  go  quietly  into  committee,  and  that  the  chair-^ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and' 
other  members  of  the  House,  wiil  withdraw  theii^ 
opposition  to  the  motion  to  return  into  commilteel' 
Ifthey  will  not  give  us  information,  we  had  bette 
go  back  into  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  gentleman  from  N*« 
York  certoinly  needs  information  when  he  make 
such  a  statement.     1  voted   to  go  back  into  com- j 
mitiee.     If  the  gentleman  had  paid  atlenlion,  ha'J 
would  not  have   charged   me  with  a  violation  ofl 
the  rights  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GtD»  | 
dings]     I  insisted  on   my  friend  from  Virginia'! 
[Mr.  McMullin]  withdrawing  the  motion  lo  td^i 
journ,  for  the  purposeof  pur  going  back  into  com- 
mittee, and  allowing  those  members  who  de8ired|] 
to  speak  to  do  so;  and  I  voted  to  go  back. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  discussion  is  not  in 
order.  ', 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  return  i 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state i^j 
Union,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  again  resolved  itself-j 
into  Ihe  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  j 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Disney  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Amidst  ihe  general  anxietjf 
of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  which  are  to  govern  Ihe  votes 
Ihey  intend  giving  on  this  important  question,  it  ii 
my  intention  to  occupy  no  more  time  than  to  as- 
sign briefly  one  or  two  points  which  will  control 
my  own  action. 

I  had  supposed  the  doctrines  which  control  the 
different  departments  in  negolialing,  approving, 
and  sanciiiiniiig  treaties  under  our  Government, 
well  settled  and  well  understood.  On  this  point  I 
can  add  very  little  to  what  was  so  well  said  by  the  ' 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.] 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  President,  by  his  commis- 
sioners appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  negniiate 
treaties  with  other  nations.  When  that  is  done, 
it  becomes  an  inchoate  treaty, of  no  validity  what-  { 
ever,  until  sanctioned  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  in  approving  the  treaty  are  as  in- 
dependent of  the  President  as  the  President  is  of 
the  Senate.  They  act  their  judgrnent;  and  having  ' 
approved  the  treaty,  it  may  .be  perfected  by  such 
approval,  and  it  may  not.     If  it  be  a  mere  release 
of  claims,  or  rights  over  which  this  House  hare  no 
cohtrol,  it   becomes  the  supreme  law  of  the  land 
at  once  upon  its  ratification  by  the  Senate. 
''  But  if  It  depend  on  the  payment  of  money  hy 
this  Government,  it  can  have  no  effect  until  the  i 
apprn[iriaiian  be  made  by  this  body.     Nor  can 
any  hardship  attend  this  rule;  for  the  Constitution 
(trovities  that  all  s(>pn>prtaiioita  afaall  originate  in^  i 
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and  pnHS,  thia  body.  And  our  Constitution  enters 
into,  and  conaiitulps  a  part  of,  every  nationnl  com- 
pact. In  8ucli  case  this  body  must  act;  we  must 
?rHni  the  money.  In  doing  this,  we  must  act 
rom  knowledge,  and  not  from  the  want  of  know- 
ledge. 

At  this  point  I  take  my  d'enartnre  from  my  ex- 
cellent t'riend  from  New  Voiit,  [.Mr.  Smiiii.]  He 
says  that  the  treaty  becomes  the  supreme  law  of  | 
the  land  when  approved  by  the  Senate;  that  it 
ia  binding  upon  the  nation.  I  surely  so  under-  ' 
stood  him.  Although,  before  he  closed,  he  seemed 
to  say  that  we  must  pass  upon  it,  and,  that  he 
would  in  this  case  vote  against  it;  and  to  use  his 
own  words,  would  render  it  null  and  void.  But  he 
surely  declared  the  treaty  to  be  perfect  and  binding 
on  us,  as  soon  as  the  Senate  approved.it.  Why,  | 
air,  will  he  admit  that  we  come  here  to  carry  out 
the  behest  of  the  President,  or  of  the  President 
and  Senate  combined.  He  paid  a  glowing  tribute 
to  freedom;  he  discoursed  eloquently  upon  the  lib- 
erty of  our  people,  and  then  he  seemed  to  admit  in 
his  remarks  that  we  were  the  legislative  servants 
of  the  President.  1  cannot  think  he  expressed 
his  views  as  he  intended;  for  he  afterwards  sub- 
stantially admitted  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bentos.] 

To  me,  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  princi- 
ple that  when  we  are  called  on  to  act,  we  are  to 
exercise  our  own  judgment — that  we  act  upon 
the  dictates  of  surrounding  circumstances.  This 
is  a  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  territory.  Is  the 
territory  needed  by  us.'  What  use  do  we  wish  to 
appropriate  it  to?  What  benefits  can  we  derive 
from  it.'  Why,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
said  he  would  not  vote  for  more  than  §5,000,000 
for  all  the  benefits  we  shall  derive  from  this  treaty. 
Now,  as  it  was  originally  negotiated,  we  were 
bound  to  pay  $30,000,1100.  But  that  sum  shocked 
the  conscience  of  the  Senate.  They  let  it  down 
one  half,aiid  agreed  to  pay  J10,000,000;  and  now 
my  friend  from  New  York  would  divide  itajain, 
and  pay  $5,000,000.  But  1  would  not  pay  $10,000 
for  all  the  benefits  we  are  to  derive  from  it.  But 
perhaps  I  am  not  possessed  of  all  the  information 
necessary  to  act  upon  the  subject.  Indeed,  I  know 
auch  to  be  the  fact.  I  am  called  upon  to  vote  for 
or  against  the  treaty;  but  the  necessary  informa- 
tion to  enable  me  to  act  understandingfy  is  with- 
held by  the  Executive. 

The  gentleman  over  the  way  [Mr.  Peckham] 
moved  a  resolution  to  obtain  the  information,  but 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  objected  and 
defeated  it.  They  say  we  should  have  called  for 
this  information  at  an  earlier  day.  It  was  the 
President's  duly  to  have  sent  us  all  the  necessary 
intelligence  in  his  office  when  he  sent  us  the  treaty. 
The  papers  should  have  come  to  us  at  the  same 
time.  But  it  is  quite  certain  we  have  not  the 
proper  intelligence,  at  least  I  have  not.  It  is  said 
that  one  great  object  of  this  treaty  is  to  rid  our- 
selves of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo,  which  hinds  us  to  protect  the 
Mexican  frontier  from  Indian  incursions;  but  no  ' 
one,  it  would  appear  to  me,  could  suppose  us  liable, 
under  that  article,  to  do  more  for  the  protection  of 
the  Mexicans  than  we  do  for  the  protection  of 
our  own  people,  and  that  we  have  done;  yet  the 
friends  of  this  bill  in«ist  that  there  were  large 
claims  presented  by  the  Mexican  Government  on 
account  of  our  failingto  protect  their  people.  Well, 
air,  of  those  claims  I  know  nothing;  but  I  see  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Houston,]  who  reported  this  bill,  in  his 
Beat.  I  will  ask  him  if  he  knows  the  amount 
claimed .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  know  the  precise 
amount  that  is  claimed.  The  claims  filed  are  said 
to  be  very  large.  I  understand  that  Mexico 
originally  demanded  as  much  as  $30,000,000  or 
140,000,000  for  our  release  from  liability  under 
the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  to 
which  the  gentleman  alludes.  My  information, 
however,  is  not  authentic.  I  have  not  examined 
the  papers,  which  I  suppose  are  on  file  in  the  Stale 
Department,  and  open  for  the  inspection  of  the 
public.  I  suppose  anybody  could  ascertain  by 
going  there,  and  I  think,  perhaps,  I  will  to-mor- 
row. I  understand,  however,  that  as  much  as 
$100,000,000  have  been  presented  under  that  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     Does  the  gentleman  know 
the  number  of  claimants  who  call  for  indemnity  ? 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    1  do  not. 


Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Does  he  know  the  amount 
claimed  by  any  individual? 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not. 
Mr.  GIDDINGS.  This  shows  the  degree  of 
intelligence  possessed  by  the  committee  who  re- 
ported the  oill.  We  cannot  act  upon  the  under- 
standing of  that  gentleman,  although  I  admit  him 
to  be  usually  very  accurate.  He  says  we  might 
all  have  obtained  the  same  intelligence  which  he 
possesses.  True;  but  I  really  would  not  be  will- 
ing to  vote  for  $10,000,000,  upon  the  same  vague 
understanding  which  he  appears  to  possess.  It 
would  not  have  been  very  convenient  for  two  ' 
hundred  and  thirty-four  members  to  have  thronged 
the  Department  for  information,  and  then  we 
, should  have  obtained  nothing  on  which  we  could 
have  safely  acted.  Why,  sir,  we  want  official 
data;  we  want  the  documents  to  consult.  But  as 
it  is,  I  know  nothing  on  the  subject;  the  honor- 
able chairman  knows  nothing  definite;  nor,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  does  any  member  of  this  body 
possess  the  requisite  intelligence  to  acl  under- 
standingly.  In  short,  sir,  we  appear  to  be  a  po- 
litical convention  of  "  Know-Nothings,"  so  far' 
as  this  treaty  is  concerned. 

I  repeat,  I  see  nothing  in  this  treaty  that  would 
induce  me  to  vole  $10,000,  much  less  $10,000,000, 
to  carry  it  into  eflect.  This  is  the  people's  money, 
and  when  my  friend  from  New  York  shall  return 
to  his  constituents,  ihry  will  inquire  for  what  did  ' 
you  vote  away  $10,000,000  of  our  money  ?  He 
may  be  able  to  answer  the  question.  I  should 
not.  Nor  shall  I  place  myself  in  a  situation  to 
have  that  interrogatory  propounded  to  me. 

But  it  is  said  we  get  from  seventeen  to  twenty 
millions  of  acres  of  land.  Had  the  word  territory 
been  used,  it  would  have  been  more  appropriate. 
We  gel  that  quantijy  of  land  and  rocks,  volcanic  1 
mountains,  precipitous  bluffs,  &c.,&c.,  but  we  get 
very  little  land  that  is  capable  of  cultivation.  But 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Smith)  says 
he  would  be  willing  to  purchase  lands  for  that 
purpose,  either  North  or  South.  Why,  sir,  a  , 
railroad  through  that  region  will  be  as  much  an 
object  of  solicitude  to  the  Mexican  Government  as 
to  ours;  for  they  will  derive  the  same  benefit  from 
it  that  we  shall.  Thai  Government  would  be  glad 
to  furnish  the  land  fur  such  a  road.  Indeed  the 
Mexican  Government,  by  her  treaty  of  "Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,"  was  bound  to  aid  in  such  a  road, 
provided  one  could  be  built  along  the  valley  of  the 
Gila.  The  Mexican  commissioners  who  nego- 
tiated that  treaty,  thought  it  a  great  object  to  get 
such  a  road,  and  so  did  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment; and  no  one  can  doubt  that  they  would  un- 
hesitatingly have  given  what  territory  they  cede 
to  us  liy  this  treaty,  could  they  have  obtained  a 
road  through  that  country  by  so  doing.  We  have, 
1  however,  by  the  present  treaty,  released  Mexico 
from  this  obligation,  and  have  agreed  to  pay-  her 
$10,000,0110  (or  the  privilege  of  performing  that 
act  of  generosity.  Now,  sir,  for  tirese  reasons  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  vote  against  the  appropriation. 
It  has  been  remarked  that  when  this  irraty  was 
before  the  Senate,  there  were  such  evidences  of 
fraud  and  corruption  that  the  Senate  refused  to 
ratify  it  until  the  amount  was  diminished  one  half. 
I  verily  believe  that  if  we  were  now  to  divide  it 
again  the  Mexican  Government  would  accept  it 
just  as  quick  as  they  would  in  its  present  shape. 
But  we  must  leave  it  for  time  to  develop  the  true 
character  of  this  treaty.  At  this  moment  we  can 
only  say  that  we  see  no  justice  or  propriety  in  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine,8ald:  Mr.  Chair- 
man,! listened  to  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
distinguished  and  learned  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Gerbit  Smith]  with  astonishment. 
He  undertook  to  show  that  this  House  was  bound 
to  vote,  without  investigation  and  without  question , 
any  money  necessary  for  carrying  out  a  treaty 
I  entered  into  by  the  President  and  the  Senate;  that 
a  treaty  formed  by  the  President  and  Senate  was 
perfect  and  complete  in  its  obligations;  that  the 
House  had  nothing  to  do  in  regard  to  it,  except  to 
vote  the  money;  tnat  it  had  no  right,  moral  or 
legal,  to  question  or  inquire  concerning  it.  I  had 
supposed,  sir,  that  that  heresy  was  exploded  more 
than  fifty  years  ago,  in  the  discussion  which  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Jay's 
treaty.  The  position  was  taken  by  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  other  able  and 
distinguished  gentlemen,  among  the  first  states- 
men of  this  country  of  that  day — the  cotenipo- 
rories  of  the  Constitution — that  in  all  cases  where 


treaties  connected  themselves  with  the  legislative 
power  of  the  Government.thereshould  be  legisla- 
tion by  Congress;  that  where  money  was  to  be  ap- 
propriated, or  where  the  revenue,  the  trade,  or  the 
commerce  of  the  notion  was  in  question,  t^n 
the  consent  of  Congress  must  be  obtained,  other- 
wise it  would  be  very  easy  to  deprive  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  nearly  all  us  power  in  the 
Government.  It  would  be  easy  for  the  President 
to  form  alliances,  treaties,  and  conventions  with 
foreign  Powers  in  relation  to  duties  on  imports, 
taxes,  in  relation  to  commerce  generally,  and  so 
take  away  from  the  House  all  right  to  legislate  in 
reference  to  these  great  questions.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  for  the  President  and  treaty  making 
power  to  form  alliances  with  foreign  nations,  bjr 
which  this  nation  would  be  bound  to  furnish  them 
arms,  aid, and  supplies,  in  all  their  wars,  and  thus 
compel  us  to  make  appropriations  anniially  with- 
out other  cause  or  reason  for  an  indefinite  term  of 
years.  Although  the  Constitution  provides  that 
no  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Army  shall 
be  made  to  continue  for  more  than  two  years, 
yet,  sir,  under  the  gentleman's  construction,  it 
may  be  in  the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate 
so  to  involve  this  country  in  alliances  with  other 
nations  as  to  bind  us  to  make  appropriations  for 
an  indefinite  period  of  time — not  for  two  years 
merely,  but  for  ten  or  twenty  years.  Sir,  the 
doctrine  is  a  heresy,  from  the  beeinning  to  the 
end.  We  are  under  no  such  obligation.  We 
have  a  right,  in  all  these  cases,  to  inqoire,  and 
are  bound  to  decide  upon  our  own  judgments, 
formed  upon  the  beat  information  we  can  obtain. 
But,  sir,  the  gentleman  seems  to  deny  his  own 
doctrine,  when  he  says  that  he  will  not  vote  for 
this  bill.  Why?  Because  the  treoty  provides  for 
the  payment  of  too  large  a  sum.  So  he  exercises 
a  discretion,  acts  upon  his  own  judgment,  at  the 
same  time  denying  the  right  of  the  House  to  call 
for  information  which  might  satisfy  him  that  the 
amount  to  be  paid  to  Mexico  is  not  unreasonable. 
The  House  o(  Representatives  are  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people.  They  hold  the 
purse  strings  of  the  country ,  and  they  are  directly 
responsible  to  the  people  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  hold  them.  The  House  of  Representatives 
is  now  the  conservative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  the  great  branch,  I  may  say  the 
poiTfr,  in  the  American  Government.  Strip  it  of 
this  right  to  examine  into  treaties,  and  deny  it  ihe 
power  to  refuse  to  make  appropriations,  and  yoo 
practically  annihilat*  it.  I  listened  with  amaze- 
ment to  the  doctrine — I  will  say  the  monstrous 
doctrine — of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Smith.]  I  am  hanpy  to  know  that  that  doctrine 
meets  with  but  Utile  favor  in  this  Hall.  I  believe, 
with  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Batlt,]  who  is  at  the  heard  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  when  he  gave  as  bis 
construction  of  what  the  right  of  this  House  was 
in  connection  with  treaties — if  I  have  been  cor- 
rectly advised  in  relation  to  what  he  said,  for  I 
did  not  hear  him — a  doctrine  consistent  with  ih* 
republicanism  of  the  better  days  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. 

Believing  that  we  have  a  right  to  investigate  Ihi* 
matter,  that  we  have  a  right  to  all  the  infomnation 
the  Executive  can  give  us  concerning  this  treaty, 
that  we  are  not  bound  to  vote  upon  o  measure  of 
this  importance  and  magnitude,  without  we  know 
all  about  it,  without  we  know  all  the  circumstan- 
ces attending  it;  have  the  aid  of  the  correspond- 
ence, the  papers,  the  documents,  and  every  thing 
which  can  shed  light  upon  it,  1  am  not  prepared 
to  vote  for  it  upon  the  mere  text  of  the  treaty. 
For  one,  as  I  must  vote  upon  my  own  judgment, 
I  require  information  upon  which  to  give  my  vote. 
I  do  not  know  how  it  is.  This  treaty  may  be 
right,  may  be  proper,  and  just,  and  fit  to  be  made. 
Ifthecorrespondenceand  papers  in  the  case  shows 
it  to  be  so,  1  will  vote  cheerfully  for  it;  but  it  may 
be  otherwise.  There  may  have  been  frauds — Ido 
not  charge  that  there  were — there  may  have  bee« 
corruption  permeating  it  through  and  through.  I 
do  not  chaise  that  there  was.  I  do  nay.  however, 
that  I  have  a  right  To  know  whether  there  was  or 
not.  I  know  that  there  have  been  charges  of  this 
kind  made  in  the  streets  and  through  the  papers, 
that  the  air  is  full  of  rumors  upon  the  subject,  and 
I  want  to  know  whether  there  is  any  foundation  for 
them.  Thislnformation  is  in  the  Senate,  and  it 
may  be  sent  to  us  if  gentlemen  please  to  ask  for 
it.    Will  they  not,  then,  give  ua  that  informatioD 
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BO  easy  of  accenB?  If  it  ia  improper  to  give  ; 
it  to  us  in  open  Houee,  let  iheni  ^ive  it  to  us 
confidentially.  We  may,  I  hope,  be  iruaied  with 
the  secrets  of  the  Slate  as  well  as  the  Senate  upon  ' 
questions  where  our  action  is  ne  necessary  as 
theirs.  If  I  had  the  information,  I  could  ihen 
know  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  suspicie'ns 
in  connection  with  this  treaty,  which  have  been 
given  to  the  winds,  and  are  floating  through  these" 
Halls.  If  there  have  been  any  frauds — if  thiswork 
is  full  of  jobs,  and  the  creature  of  infamy — we 
had  better  know  it  at  once,  and  we  ought  to  know 
it;  and  we  would,  in  such  case,  reject  the  treaty. 
When  there  are  suspicions  abroad  of  a  most  se- 
rious character,  coming,  it  is  said,  from  quarters 
which  should  be  well  informed,  can  I,  and  ought 
I,  to  give  a  vote  of  which  I  shall  be  ashamed  here- 
after, and  for  which  I  can  give  no  excuse  except 
that  I  had  no  knowledge  in  the  premises?  No, 
sir.  For  that  reason,  and  until  I  have  inform- 
ation which  can  be  readily  given,  and  which,  if 
not  given,  leaves  strong  implication  in  favorof  the 
suggestions  and  suspicions,  I  shall  refuse  to  give 
my  vote  for  this  bill.  And  yet  the  treaty  may  be 
just,  expedient  and  wise;  but  it  isnoi  of  that  trans- 
cendent interest — the  advantages  to  be  secured 
by  if,  or  to  be  lost  in  ease  it  fails,  are  not  of  that 
high  and  controlling  oharacier — so  far  as  I  believe, 
which  rjin  justify  me  to  overlook  the  objections 
which,  I  fear,  exist,  or  to  give  any  possible  sanc- 
tion to  this  sweeping  and  blindfold  manner  of 
voting  away  the  people's  money. 

Mr.  BOYCE.  This  is  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portance in  two  points  of  view.  First,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  power  of  this  House  over  the  subject 
of  appropriations  required  by  treaties;  and  second, 
in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  passing  the  appro- 
priation bill  for  <J10,000,000,  now  before  the  com- 
mittee. The  first  question  is,  what  degree  of  discre- 
tion has  this  House  the  right  to  exercise  when  a  bill 
comes  here  asking  an  appropriation  to  carry  out  a 
treaty .'  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  House  has  a 
right  10  exercise  a  full  discretion,  a  free  and  entire 
discretion  on  the  subject.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  we  are  at  liberty,  if  we  think  proper,  to 
reject  the  bill,  and  to  refuse  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  well  said  that  ours 
is  a  Government  of  checks  and  balances.  Its 
whole  organization  is  such.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives represent  the  people;  the  Senate  rep- 
resent the  States;  the  PreeidetK  represents  both 
the  people  and  the  Slates.  By  one  form  of  elec- 
tion he  is  elected  by  the  people.  In  the  event  of 
a  choice  not  being  made  at  first,  he  is  elected  by 
the  States.  Therefore,  I  say,  our  whole  political 
system  is  one  of  checks  and  balances.  In  con- 
struing the  Constitution,  we  are  not  to  construe 
any  one  clause  by  itself,  but  to  construe  it  as  part 
of  a  whole.  We  are  to  look  at  all  the  clauses,  to 
put  them  all  together,  and,  if  possible,  endeavor 
to  draw  a  harmonious  conclusion.  Let  us  do 
that  in  this  instance.  In  the  first  place,  we  find  in 
the  Constitution,  with  regard  to  the  Flouse  of 
Representatives,  two  important  provisions:  that 
no  revenue  bill  shall  originate  except  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  thereby  giving  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  the  full,  absolute,  and 
entirejiower  to  place  all  pecuniary  burdens  on  the 
people.  Then,  again,  itis  provided  that  no  money 
ahall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence of  an  appropriation  to  be  made  by  law,  to 
the  passage  of  which  the  action  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is,  of  course,  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Therefore  no  money  can  be  taken,  first, 
from  the  people  but  by  the  action  of  the  House; 
and  secondly,  no  money  can  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  but  by  the  like  action  of  the  House. 

If  there  is  any  principle  in  the  Constitution 
more  important  than  another,  more  characteristic 
of  the  whole  tenor  of  our  Government,  more  es- 
sentially American,  it  is  the  great  principle  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  are  to  act  on  all 
subjects  involving  the  raising  of  money  or  the 
appropriation  of  money.  I  lake  it^  then,thatthiB 
is  the  great  principle  which  is  impressed  on  the 
Constitution.  And  if  we  examine  that  instrument 
by  the  light  of  history,  we  see  the  importance  of 
this  principle.  Our  ancestors  derived  it  from 
England.  It  was  the  principle  which  secured  the 
liberty  of  the  English  people.  It  was  the  great 
principle  which  they  had  struggled  for  for  cen- 
turies— the  right  of  the  Commons  to  decide  upon 
the  pecuniary  burdens  of  the  people,  and  whether 
way  should  give  money  to  the  King  or  not.    We 


derive  that  great  principle  from  the  history  of 
England;  and  it  is  the  same  for  which  our  fathers 
struggled  in  the  American  Revolution,  it  is  the 
principle  on  which  the  Revolution  was  success- 
fully carried  out,  and  on  which  its  battles  had 
been  fought — the  right  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  peopFe  to  tax  in  the  first  insktance,  and  lo  ap- 
propriate the  money  from  the  Treasury.  With- 
out it,  liberty  cannot  exist.  Therefore  it  is  the 
fundamental  principle  of  our  Government;  and  we 
are  bound  to  construe  the  Constitution  so  as  that 
this  principle  shall  at  any  rate  have  its  full  force. 
However  any  otherprinciple  may  suffer  disregard, 
this  principle  must  have  efficacy.  Let  us  now 
construe  the  Constitution  in  that  light.  We  find 
another  clause  in  the  Constitution  with  regard  to 
the  treaty-making  power.  The  President  and 
Senate  are  authorized  to  make  treaties.  Well, 
cannot  these  two  powers  stand  together.'  Un- 
doubtedly they  can.  When  the  President  and 
Senate  make  treaties  which  do  not  require  the  le- 
gislative action  of  the  House,  and  are  not  prohib- 
ited by  the  Constitution,  they  are  the  law  of  the 
land;  but  any  treaties  which  they  make  involving 
appropriations  of  money  require  the  legislative 
action  of  the  House,  and  cannot  be  operative  and 
in  full  force  until  the  House  passes  the  necessary 
appropriation. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  transpose  these 
different  clauses  of  the  Constitution.  Suppose  we 
put  thisclauaewhich^estricts  any  other  body  than 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  raising  money 
in  the  first  instance,  and  that  clause  which  requires 
approprialion  bills  to  be  passed  through  both 
Houses.  Suppose,  I  say,  we  put  these  clauses 
together,  alongside  of  the  clause  giving  the  treaty- 
making  power  to  the  President  and  Senate,  how 
will  it  read  then.' 

"  He  (the  President)  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consentof  the  Senate,  to  make 
treaties;  provided  two  thirds  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent concur;"  "  but"  or  "  and" — use  either  con-  ! 
junction, or  neither — "all  bills  for  raising  revenue 
shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Representative;" 
"  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law."  Certainly  if  the  clauses  stood  in  this  juxta- 
position in  the  Constitution,  the  construction  I 
contend  for  would  be  conclusive;  but  the  effect  of 
the  various  clauses  of  the  Constitution  are  in  no 
degree  dependent  upon  their  local  position  in  the 
Constitution,  nor  are  they  in  any  degree  affected 
by  it.  To  all  intents  and  purposes  the  money 
clauses  I  have  just  referred  to  are  as  efficacious 
where  they  now  stand  as  if  they  had  a  local  posi- 
tion in  immediate  connection  with  the  treaty  power 
clause. 

The  President,  with  the  Senate,  two  thirds  con- 
curring, have  the  right  to  make  treaties;  but  where 
any  money  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  the 
bill  for  that  purpose  originates  in  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  no  money  can  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  but  by  appropriation  made  by 
a  law,  in  which  both  Houses  must  concur.  If 
both  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  govern 
this  matter  stood  together,  side  by  side,  there 
would  be  no  doubt  about  this  question.  If  these 
clauses  were  in  juxtaposition,  there  would  be  no 
room  for  doubt. 

But  there  is  no  locality  in  the  Constitution. 
One  clause  has  as  much  force  as  another,  as  far 
as  construction  is  concerned.  I  take  it,  then,  that 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  House  has  the  right  to 
pass  and  act  freely  upon  money  bills  which  come 
before  it  lor  its  action,  whether  that  money  is  to 
carry  out  a  treaty  or  not. 

In  construing  the  Constitution,  I  think  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  endeavor  to  throw  around 
It  every  possible  security  in  relation  to  the  expend- 
iture of  the  public  money.  If  we  secure  the 
public  money  against  being  wasted,  we  accom- 
plish a  great  result.  The  construction  which  I 
contend  for  does  accomplish  that  purpose,  as  far 
as  it  can  be  done.  If  treaties  are  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  obligatory  upon  the  House  wiihout  its 
action,  we  have  no  discretion,  but  must  make  the 
appropriation  from  the  public  Teasury;  and  the 
President  and  Senate  may  determine  how  much 
shall  be  expended  in  that  way,  and  for  what  pur- 
poses. 

We  are,  therefore,  bound  to  give  that  construc- 
tion to   the  Constitution  which  will   secure  the 
j  moneyofthcpeoplf  ;and  theconslruciion  I  contend 
I  forislheone  beet  adapted  to  accomplish  thatobject. 


Again,  we  should  so  construe  the  Constitution 
as  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  insti- 
tutions. The  whole  genius  of  our  institutions 
looks  to  the  fact  that  themoney  of  the  people  shall 
be  expended  but  by  the  Consent  of  the  Hepresent- 
arives  of  the  pfojle.  That  fact  has  been  alluded 
to  by  every  one  who  has  written  upon  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  England,  as  tne  great  safe- 
guard of  the  English  people;  and  they  maintain 
the  doctrine  that  the  Commons,  who  are  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  have  a  right  to  pass 
upon  all  questions  involving  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  of  the  people.  And  that  is  the  spirit 
of  our  institutions.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
we  have  fallen  behind  England  in  that  respect,  and 
that  we  are  placed  in  a  less  favorable  position  than 
the  people  of  England  occupy. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  read  a  few  lines  from  the 
celebrated  work  of  De  Lolme  on  the  Constitution 
of  England,  who,  considering  the.  powers  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  says: 

**  In  rcadinft  ihe  forpuoirtp  rnomeraiion  of  ilie  powers 
wilt)  wtiic))  ttle  laws  of  Kii<;laiid  liiivc  intrusted  the  Kin;, 
we  are  at  a  Iohs  lo  reconcile  llifui  Willi  the  idea  of  a  mon- 
archy wliich,  we  nrir  told,  i«  liiuil'd.  'J'li*^  KiiiR  not  only 
uiawv  ill  hiiiiKt^lf  all  Ihi-  brauclics  oC  the  Executive  power; 
lie  iioi  only  disposes,  without  couirol,  of  ibe  whole  military 
power  ill  the  Slate,  tint  he  io,  moreover,  it  seems,  llie  nias- 
ler  of  the  law  iiself,  siace  he  calls  up  and  dl!<tiiisses  at  his 
will  Ihe  lHgi*ilaiive  liodle.s.  We  tiiid  him,  ttiereture,at  first 
sight,  iiivi'slL'd  Willi  all  the  prerofiiilivcs  that  ever  were 
claimed  by  the  mom  absolute  nionarchs,  and  we  [ire  atalosf 
to  find  thai  liberty  which  the  Englisli  seem  so  conlident 
Uiey  possess. 

"  But  the  representatives  of  the  people  still  have — and 
thai  is  saying  eiinugh — they  slill  have  In  Uieir  tiands,  now  ' 
that  the  C'oiislitulion  is  fully  o^tablislied,  Ihe  same  power- 
ful weapon  which  hns  ennblcd  llieir  anceslors  lo  establish 
it.  it  Is  wlill  from  their  liberality  alone  Uiat  the  Kine  can 
obtain  subsidies :  and  in  these  days,  when  every  thing  is 
rated  by  puciiniary  eslimalion  ;  in  these  days,  when  gold 
is  b«-eome  the  prent  moving  spriUE  of  alliiirs,  it  may  be 
safely  atlirmed  that  he  who  depends  on  the  will  of  olhef 
men  wiUi  regard  to  so  important  an  article,  is  whatever  his 
power  may  be  in  other  respects,  in  a  state  of  real  depend- 
ence." •  ..... 

"The  King  of  England,  therefore,  has  the  prerojintive  of 
coinmandini;armtus  and  equipping  fleets  ;  but,  without  the 
concurrence  of  his  I'arliainent,  he  cannot  nminlain  them, 
lit;  can  bestow  places  and  employiiietits  ;  but,  wiihout  his 
Parliament,  he  cannot  pay  the  salaries  aiiendiiig  on  them. 
He  can  declare  war ;  but,  without  his  i*arlianient,  it  is  im- 
possible lor  him  to  carry  it  on.  In  a  word,  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, deslilute,  as  it  is,  of  the  power  of  imposing  taxes, 
is  like  a  vast  body  which  cannot,  of  itself,  accomplish  its 
motions  ;  or,  if  yon  will,  it  is  like  a  ship,coinpIeiely  equip- 
ped, but  frfim  which  the  Parliaineiit  can,  at  pleasure,  draw 
oil  the  water  and  leave  it  aground,  and  also  set  It  again 
atloat  by  granting  subsidies." 

Sir,  that  is  the  great  basis  of  the  English  Con- 
stitution— the  right  of  the  Representatives  to  de- 
termine the  pecuniary  burdens  that  shall  be  im- 
posed upon  the  people.  And  shall  it  be  said  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  American  people  have 
less  power  than  the  Commons  of  England.'  Cer- 
tainly not.  I  consider,  then,  this  right  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  lo  pass  upon  all  money 
bills  as  the  very  corner-stone  of  this  Constitution, 
and  the  great  safeguard  of  our  liberties;  and,  I  for 
one,  will  never  consent  to  abandon  it.  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  opinions  on  this  subject  expressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Phillips.] 
I  know  thatsomeof  the  ablest  writers  upon  consti- 
tutional law  have  held  different  doctrines — Federal 
doctrines  which  were  promulgated  by  the  earlier 
fathers  of  the  Federal  school — that  this  House 
have  no  right  to  pronounce  upon  appropriations 
required  by  a  treaty — that  the  treaty-making  power 
is  absolute  and  unlimited;  and  that,  after  a  treaty 
has  been  ratified,  this  House  is  under  an  absolute 
and  peremptory  obligation  to  make  the  appropri- 
ations required.  That  is,  I  think,  the  doctrine 
set  forth  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  But, 
sir,  I  hold  that  the  House  has  a  perfect,  (bll, 
ant]  free  discretion;  that  we  are  to  do  as  we  think 
best  according  to  our  honest  judgments;  not  that 
we  are  wantonly  to  reject  a  treaty  appropriation 
without  a  sufficient  cause,  but  that  we  have  the 
right  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as  to  whether 
we  will  pass  or  reject  it. 

Why,  sir,  what  was  the  practice  of  the  British 
Government  at  the  lime  our  Constitution  wa« 
formed !  for  the  practice  of  that  Government  at 
that  time  is  of  much  importance  in  giving  the 
proper  interpretation  and  meaning  lo  our  own 
Constitution  in  reference  to  this  subject,  because 
it  was  from  that  source  our  ancestors,  in  a  great 
degree,  derived  their  ideas  of  government.  It  wa« 
from  that  source  they  drew  the  very  life-blood  of 
our  institutions. 

Now,  sir,  what  woi  the  practice  in  England  at 
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the  time  of  th*  formation  of  our  Constitution? 
According  to  Blackstone  and  other  elementary 
writere,  the  King  is  invested  with  the  absoluce 
right  to  make  treaties.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  all 
monetary  propositions,  or  propositions  affecting 
in  any  way  the  internal  regulations  of  the  country 
embraced  in  treaties,  had  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Well,  sir,  our  ancestors,  in  framing  onr  Consti- 
tution, could  not  but  have  been  governed, in  a 
great  tlegree,  in  framing  the  treaty-making  power, 
by  the  practice  then  in  existence  in  England, and 
which  is  still  in  existence  there.  With  the  practice 
then  existing,  that  all  propositions  involving  the 
appropriation  of  money  must  be  submitted  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  our 
ancestors  were  ignorant  of  that  practice?  Or, 
supposing  them  to  be  acquainted  with  it,  is  it  to 
be  supposed  they  were  blind  to  its  force?  Sir, 
when  they,  in  imitation  of  the  practice  In  Eng- 
land, constituted  the  President  and  two  thirds  of 
the  Senate  the  treaty-making  power,  and  when 
that  practice  gave  to  the  House  of  Commons  the 
right  to  refuse  appropriations  if  they  thought 
proper,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  founders  of 
our  institutions  would  endow  our  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives with  less  power,  with  less  authority, 
than  was  given  to  the  British  House  of  Commons 
— a  body  which  nominally  had  a  very  large  con- 
stituency, but  which  really  had  a  very  small  one. 
I  must  conclude,  then,  from  these  circumstances, 
if  from  none  other,  that  the  true  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution  is  to  give  to  this  House  the  power 
for  which  I  have  contended.  I  cannot  conceive 
that  our  fathers,  in  forming  our  institutions, 
would  have  given  to  this  House  fewer  rights  and 
privileges  than  was  given  to  the  corresponding 
body  in  England,  but  i  must  conclude  that  while 
Ihey  gave  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  power 
of  making  treaties,  they  gave  to  this  House  the 
right  to  grant  or  refuse  appropriations. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Constitution  says,  in 
one  clause,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  expressly  enumerated  powers  conferred  on 
any  department.  It  does  not  say  that  they  shall 
pass  such  laws,  but  that  they  shall  have  power  to 
do  so.  Well  that  meets  this  pariicularcase.  The 
trealy-making  power  is  conferred  on  two  depart- 
ments of  this  Government.  It  comes,  then,  ex- 
pressly under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution. 
This  clause  of  the  Constitution  then  grants  to 
Congress,  which  Includes  this  House,  the  power 
to  pass  such  laws  aa  may  be  necessary  and  proper. 
It  does  not  say  that  tliey  shall  pass  such  laws, 
but  it  says  "they  shall  have  power"  so  to  do. 
This  implies  discreuon.  They  are  at  liberty  to 
pass  these  laws  or  not,  as  they  think  proper.  If 
they  have  any  discretion  on  the  subject,  ihev 
muslhaveafulldiscretion.  You  cannot  havea  half 
discretion.  Such  a  thing  is  metaphvsirnlly  impos- 
sible. You  cannot  draw  a  lineof  3CO  30',  or  any 
other  line,  through  a  discretion.  It  mint  be  an 
entire  discretion,  or  no  discretion.  It  is  an  unlim- 
ited discretion.  A  reasonable  discretion,  1  grant 
you — one  to  be  exercised  under  a  just  sense  of  the 
responsibility  weishins  on  this  House.  It  is  an 
unlimited,  but  rational  discretion;  an<i  it  is  for 
that  discretion  I  now  contend. 

There  is  another  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  full  of  meaning  on  this 
subject.  It  is  the  clause  which  has  been  just  al- 
luded to  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate,  that  all  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Army  must  be  renewed  every 
two  years.  So  jealous  were  our  ancestors  of  a 
standing  army,  or  permanent  military  establish- 
ment, that  they  required  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  should  pass  before  the  peo- 
ple every  two  years,  which  was  the  limit  of  the 
term  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; so  that  every  time  the  Representatives  of 
die  people  come  fresh  from  the  people,  with  the 
ideas  and  instincts  of  the  people,  they  should  have 
the  right  to  pass  on  the  subject  as  to  whether  the 
Army  should  be  longer  continued  or  not.  If  we 
were  to  admit  this  unlimited  power  in  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  to  pass  treaties,  and  we  were 
bound  to  make  the  appropriations,  what  would 
become  of  this  great  power  by  which  our  ances- 
tors intended  to  preserve  their  liberties  and  to  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  any  ambitious  general  or 
chieftain,  at  any  future  time,  to  have  a  standing 
Mmjr.    ir  you  permit  this  absolute  power,  con- 


tended for  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
President  and  Senate  may  enter  into  treaty  stip- 
ulations with  some  foreign  nations  and  engage  to 
give  subsidies  or  keep  up  standing  armies  fur  any 
length  of  time,  and  this  great  clause  intended  to 
secure  the  liberties  of  the  country  would  be  nuga- 
tory. I  cannot  consent  to  any  construction  of  the 
Constitution  which  would  lead  to  such  disaBtroua 
consequences. 

Again,  may  not  this  House  refuse  to  make  ap- 
propriations which  have  been  cnmmenced  by  a 
previous  Congress  ?  Suppose  laws  were  passed 
by  a  previous  Congress  by  which  it  was  enacted 
that  certain  appropriations  should  be  made  fur 
certain  works,  or  any  pnriirular  purpose,  has  not 
every  House  of  Representatives,  as  it  comes  here, 
the  right  to  determine  whether  it  shall  carry  out 
those  appropriations  or  not?  Undoubtedly  they 
have.  The  law  requiring  them  to  do  so  is  the  law  of 
the  land.  Treaties  can  be  no  more  at  the  utmost 
than  the  laws  of  the  land;  but  the  law  of  one  Con- 
gress is  not  irrevocably  binding  on  another.  One 
Congress  may  enact  that  there  shall  be  appropri- 
ations, but  the  next  Congress  may  refuse  to  make 
these  appropriations;  if,  therefore,  we  have  the 
right  to  refuse  to  make  appropriations,  though 
called  for  by  the  President,  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  the  Senate,  how  much  more  have  we 
the  riifht  to  refuse  to  make  appropriations  under 
a  treaty  rtlified  by  the  Senate  and  the  President? 
I  think  this  view  of  the  subject  is  conclusive,  for 
even  admitting  treaties  to  be  laws  in  reference  to 
all  the  subjects  of  which  they  dispose,  yet  this 
House  would  not  even  then  be  absolutely  bound 
to  make  treaty  appropriations.  But  I  cannot  and 
do  not  admit  that  treaties  are  laws  where  they 
undertake  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  money. 
They  are  not  fully  operative  and  eflicacious  on 
this  point  until  they  have  been  affirmatively  acted 
upon  by  the  House. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  this  important  fact,  that  the  restric- 
tions upon  the  powers  of  the  Government  con- 
tained in  the  Con.-tiiution,  are  restrictions  on  the 
legislative  powers  of  the  Government,  not  on  the 
treaty-making  power.  The  Constitution,  for 
instance,  prescribes  that  Congress  shall  pass  no  bill 
of  attainder,  and  that  no  preference  shall  be  given 
to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another, 
and  that  no  laws  shall  be  passed  concerning  the 
establishment ofreligion.  All thesegreat principles 
of  liberty  which  are  en  bodied  in  the  Constitution  are, 
in  form,  restrictionaonly  upon  the  legislative  power 
of  the  Government.  They  are  not  restrictions 
upon  the  treaty-making  power.  What  follows, 
then,  as  a  consequence?  If  the  legislative  author- 
ity granted  to  this  House  to  lay  taxes  and  pass 
appropriation  bills  is  no  restriction  upon  the  treaty- 
making  power,  much  less  would  the  exceptions  to 
the  legislative  authority  of  this  House  be  ary  re- 
striction on  the  treaty-making  power.  And  thus 
you  would  arrive  at  this  monstrous  result,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  was  an  unlimited  power, 
and  the  President  and  the  Senate  might  do  what 
they  thought  proper,  without  being  bound  by  the 
limitations  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  impossible 
that  such  a  construction  of  the  Constitution  can  be 
sound.  And,  therefore,  we  must  admit  what  I  have 
been  contending  for,  that  the  legislative  powers 
granted  to  this  House  over  the  purse  are  limita- 
tions on  the  treaty-making  power. 

I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Smith]  give  the  treaty-making 
power  so  broad  a  construction  as  he  did;  but  his 
conclusion  is  entirely  at  variance  with  his  argu- 
ment. After  assuming  that  treaties  place  us  under 
a  moral  necessity  to  vote  the  money  they  require, 
he  tells  us  he  will  not  vote  for  this  appropriation. 
It  is  contended  by  some  that  the  Constitution 
imparls  a  peculiar  sanctity  and  vigor  to  treaties, 
when  it  declares  they  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  But  in  what  sense  does  ibe  Constitution 
say  that?  Supreme  over  what?  Not  over  Con- 
gress, and  not  over  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  they  shall  be  supreme — I  mean  in  the  last 
instance,  when  they  become  laws— supreme  over 
State  laws  and  constiiiilions.  That  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "supreme,"  in  this  connection, 
f'or  instance,  after  this  treaty  shall  have  been 
passed  upon  favorably  Ly  this  House,  if  it  is  so 
favorably  passed  upon,  it  is  to  become  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  in  reference  to  Slate  laws  and 
State  constitutions.  The  word  "  supreme,"  as 
it  is  found  in  this  connection  in  the  Constitution, 


ia  not  intended  to  mean  that  the  treaty-making 
power  shall  be  supreme  over  the  legislative  power; 
and  that  the  action  of  the  Senate  and  President, 
upon  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  shall  be  supreme 
over  this  House,  where  it  concerns  any  matter 
over  which  this  House  has  legislative  discretion. 
No  such  thing.  Suppoxe  the  ground  contended 
for  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
is  correct,  that  treaties  are  supreme,  and  that  we 
are  bound  to  execute  them  under  all  circumsiances, 
what  limit  would  there  be  to  the  power  of  the 
President  and  the  Senate  in  making  treaties? 
They  would  have  a  earle  blanche  to  do  whatever 
they  might  think  proper  to  do,  there  would  be  no 
barrier  to  their  discreuon;  and  where  there  ia  no 
limit  to  discretion  there  is  no  liberty. 

The  object  of  free  constitutions  ia  to  throw 
around  Guvernmenis  the  barriers  of  laws  and  re- 
straints. I  think  there  is  danger  that  this  treaty- 
making  power  may  be  carried  too  far.  It  ia  the 
tendency  of  power  constantly  to  increase;  it  ia 
continually  stealing  from  the  many  to  the  few. 
The  tendency  of  this  treaty-making  power  is  to 
absorb  all  other  powers,  and  it  behooves  us,  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  to  see  that  it  does 
not  trangreSB  beyond  its  proper  limits.  Take  the 
instance  of  this  treaty.  If  the  treaty-making 
power  can  appropriate  money,  and  we  are  bound 
to  carry  out  their  will,  what  limit  will  there  be  to 
the  treaty-making  power?  None,  none  whatever. 
For  there  is  no  legislative  power  in  all  the  grants 
iif  the  Constitution  so  closely  hedged  in,  so  care- 
fully protected,  as  the  money  power.  That  ia 
expressly  confided  to  this  House.  They  are  tjie 
tribunes  of  the  people.  They  stand  between  the 
people  and  all  pecuniary  oppression,  or  extrava- 
gance, or  prodigality. 

If,  therefore,  the  treaty-making  power  can  in- 
vade this  great  principle,  where  is  it  to  stop? 
Who  can  place  bounds  to  it  at  all?  We  are  at 
sea,  then,  without  chart  or  rudder.  I  say,  then, 
that  we  are  bound  to  take  our  stand  upon  this 
point;  that  the  House  ha.i  a  right  to  exercise  a 
fair,  rational,  and  reasonable  discrrlion  on  this 
subject,  and  to  say  whether  they  wilt  or  will  not 
pass  any  appropriation  t>ill  which  maybe  required 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  a  treaty.  The 
power  of  the  House  on  this  subject  is  not  an  in- 
lurious  power,  oa  has  been  said  by  some.  It  may 
be  said,  as  it  has  been  said  by  some  of  the  ele- 
mentary writers  Oil  this  subject,  that  if  the  House 
of  Representatives  have  a  right  to  pass  upon  the 
subject  of  treaties  which  come  before  them  in 
their  legislative  capacity,  that  the  business  of 
making  treaties  would  bie  greatly  perplexed  and 
entangled,  that  the  President  and  Senate  would 
be  shorn  of  their  strength,  and  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  would  thereby  lose  much  of  ita 
efficiency  and  force.  No  such  thing.  The  power 
of  the  House  in  this  regard  is  simply  a  negative 

Eower.  The  House  cannot  initiate  a  treaty.  Ao- 
ody  pretends  that  it  can  do  any  diplomatic  act. 
It  cannot  take  the  first  step  in  such  a  matter.  It 
may  express  an  opinion,  but  it  can  do  nothing  in 
the  way  of  action.  The  House  may  pass  resolu- 
tions which  may  induce  the  President  to  make 
treaties,  but  it  can  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  open- 
ing negotiations  or  closing  them.  Its  power  ia 
simply  a  negative  power;  and  a  most  usel^ul  power 
it  is.  It  is  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  workn.::<; 
of  the  concurrent  majority  principle  on  which  Mr. 
Calhoun  constructed  hii  profound  theory  of  gov- 
ernment. The  very  fact  that  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentsiivea  have  this  negative  power  to  refute  to 
make  appropriations,  if  they,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  best  judgment,  think  that  the  appropriationa 
ought  not  to  be  made,  may  be  used  as  a  very 
powerful  weapon  of  negotiation,  by  the  Presidei>t 
and  Senate,  because,  if  foreign  Governments 
require  too  much  money  in  the  treaties  we  are 
forming  with  them,  they  may  say  to  them,  *'  we, 
ourselves,  might  be  willing  to  accept  your  offer,  and 
give  this  amount  of  money,  but  this  treaty  has  U> 
pass  through  the  ordeal  of  the  F^ouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  representatives  of  the  people  have 
to  be  satified  on  the  subject;  and  they  are  a  little 
particular  about  the  money  of  the  people.  They 
might  refuse  to  pass  the  appropriation  bill  to  en- 
able us  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty, 
and  thus  the  treaty  would  becomenull  and  void." 
So  far,  then,  from  the  power  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  pass  upon  this  point  being  in- 
jurious, it  is  a  power  which  might  be  of  the  great- 
est benefit,  as  it  coo  be  used  by  the  Presitlsnt  uui 
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Senate  as  a  powerful  argument  to  resist  the  de- 
mands of  a  Coreiijn  Power  for  an  exorbiiant  sum 
of  monty,  in  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty.  On  all 
these  ni-connia,  then,  I  conclude  that  the  House 
of  Represeiitatives,  on  the  question  of  appropri- 
ating money  which  is  required  by  a  treaty,  haa  an 
entire  and  free  discretion  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
judgment.  They  are  not  bound  to  apprnpriaie 
money,  unless  in  the  exercise  of  a  reasonable  d  is-, 
creiion,  they  think  that  the  best  interesta  of  the 
country  require  that  ihey  should. 

On  this  point  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  passage  from 
Mr.  Madison,  as  embracing  very  fully  my  views  i 
■on  thii  subject.     Mr.  Mailison  says: 

"  H*^  cnniK  next  fo  the  nith  cnnitruelinn,  whicb  \e(l  wilh 
the  FrK^idKiil  aiiil  Si-iiale  Uiu  powrr  »r making  ireatiUK,  but 
rt-quin-d  at  the  fltuiie  tiiii<->  tlit:  le);ii«lnliv.;  riaiu-litin  and  co- 
oprTalion,  in  tho!<t.  ca»e«  wherr  the  (Jou<<liliilirm  had  given 
exprex*  Htid  ept'Clftc  pf,vvt:rB  Id  Ih«  Legii'laliire.  Il  was  lo 
ba  presuiitcd,  Ihat  ill  all  «uch  caates  the  Lpj^islntiire  would 
ex<-rci»u  iu  aiilliority  wiili  di^ecreiion,  allnivni];  due  weiellt 
til  the  reaiiona  ivhirii  led  lo  ilit*  Ireaiy,  and  to  ihir  circuin-  I 
•lances  nfllip  exi!<teiic«  nClhe  treaty.  Still,  tinwever,  this  ] 
HniiHfi,  in  its  tetjirtlative  rapacity,  inuKlexercisoil,!  reason  ; 
it  uiust  deliberate;  for  delib4>ralioii.  !:<  implied  in  legi).|nlioii.  { 
if  it  iiiuil  carry  all  treatie.^  iiilu  etfert,  it  wiiuld  |io  longer 
exercUc  a  !e;;i--<laltve  [Kiwer;  it  would  be  tlie  mere  iuslrii- 
meiitoCllie  will  ri('aiioth*-r  deparlinenl,  and  would  have  no 
will  ol'irtt  own.  oVVtiere  tlie  Con«t)iution  coniainia  specific 
and  pcremplory  injunction  on  Congress  lo  do  a  parliciilxr 
act,  Congress  niU'^t.ol' course,  do  tile  act,  because  tile  Con- 
•lilulion,  which  is  paramount  over  all  the  departmenu, 
has  expressly  taken  aivay  itie  jefiislalive  discrelinn  of  Con- 
gress. The  case  is  essentially  dilferent  where  the  act  of 
one  department  of  Government  iiilerferes  with  a  power  ex- 
pressly veBIed  in  anollier,  ami  no  where  expressly  taken 
away  :  here  the  latter  power  must  be  exercised  according 
to  its  nature;  and  if  it  he  a  legislative  power,  it  must  l>e 
exercised  with  that  deliberation  and  discrelinu  which  is 
eaeential  to  Ihe  nature  of  legislaUve  power." 

1  have  said  thus  much  upon  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  not  so  much  because  I  considered  it  ne- 
cessary upon  the  present  occasion,  as  because  I 
desired,  for  one,  lo  put  upon  record  my  opinions 
of  the  power  of  this  House  over  the  appropriation 
of  money  where  it  is  required  by  treaty;  and  be- 
cause I  cannot  foresee  what  may  occur  hereafter, 
and  I  do  not  want  to  act  blindfold  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

I  will  now,  for  a  few  moments,  turn  my  atten- 
tion to  the  consiileratioh  of  the  particular  treaty 
now  before  us,  and  give  the  reasons  which  induce 
me  to  vote  for  this  appropriation. 

In  the  first  place,  the  fact  that  the  treaty  hai 
been  negoiinied  by  the  President,  with  the  con- 
sent of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate,  is  a  strong  rec- 
ommendation in  favor  of  the  treaty.  So  far  as 
the  President  himself  is  concerned,  I  have  much 
respect  for  his  judgment,  and  great  confidence  in 
the  correctness  of  his  purposes.  I  repeat,  then, 
that  the  fact  that  it  comes  wilh  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  President,  is  an  argument  to  my  mind 
in  its  favor.  The  fact  that  it  has  received  the 
approbation  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate — a  body 
conipr>sed  of  men  as  patriotic  and  intelligent  as 
can  be  found  in  the  country — after  mature  delib- 
eration; and  the  further  fact  that  the  treaty  is  of 
their  own  making,  they  having  refused  to  adopt 
the  first  treaty,  which  they  rejected  and  sent 
back  to  Mexico.  1  say  that  these  facia  afford 
a  strong  argument  in  its  favor.  But  while  I  say 
this,  1  do  not  say  1  would  yield  my  views  to  any 
Buch  authority  when  they  come  in  conflict. 

I  look  to  the  treaty  itself  in  the  next  place,  and 
I  find  enough  in  that  instrument  lo  satisfy  me  that 
I  ought  to  vote  Gur  the  appropriation.  The  first 
point  I  notice  in  it,  is,  that  it  settles  the  Mesilla 
Valley  difGculty.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  serious 
difHculty  exists  between  this  country  and  Mex- 
ico in  regard  to  that  territory.  In  running  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  countries,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, our  commissioners  and  surveyors  did  not 
agree.  Our  Government  contended  for  one  bound- 
ary, and  Mexico  for  another.  The  American 
commissioners  did  agree  with  the  Mexican  com- 
missioners in  the  first  instance. 

I  have  rend,  with  eomedegreeof  care,  the  views 
of  those  who  understand  this  subject,  and  I  must 
confess  the  argument,  to  my  mind,  is  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  American  claim.  And  I  so  look  upon 
it,  not  because  it  is  the  American  argument,  but 
because  it  is  based  upon  the  rules  which  should 
have  governed  the  commission  in  settling  the 
boundary.  But,  sir,  we  do  not  want  to  go  to  war 
with  Mexico.  I  would  rather,  much  rather,  give 
up  the  Mesilla  Valley  than  to  go  to  war  with  that 
nation  in  her  weak  and  distracted  condition ;  much 
rathar  would  i  yield  to  h«r  demands,  unreasonable 


though  they  may  be,  than  to  go  to  war  with  her. 
I  would  shun  war  at  any  time  by  all  honorable 
means,  but  if  we  must  have  it,  let  us  go  to  war 
vi'iiha  nation  from  which  we  may  win  glory,  with 
a  nation  equally  powerful  with  ourselves,  and  not 
a  weak,  distracted, convulsed, and  tottering  power 
like  Mexico.  Sir,  I  am  Klad  of  the  opportunity 
to  settle,  by  Ireaiy,  our  difficulties  wiih  Mexico, 
in  a  manner  honorable  to  both  parlies;  which  will  ' 
satisfy  the  demands  of  that  nation  without  too  I 
great  cost  on  our  part.  i 

Further,  I  thinlt  we  have  gained  an  important 
point  in  obtaining  a  release  from  our  obligations 
on   account  of  the  eleventh  ariicle  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe   Hidalgo.     I  think,  on  referring  lo  ' 
the  language  of  ihat  treaty,  it  will  be  found  that  i 
there  is  strong  ground  for  giving  it  the  construe-  1 
tion  which  the  Mexican  Government  clairii  for  it. 
Here  is  the  language: 

"Art.  11.  Considering  that  a  great  part  of  the  Terri- 
tories which,  by  the  present  Ireaiy,  are  to  becomprehended 
lor  Ihe  future  within  the  limits  of  Ihe  Cnilcd  Slates,  is  now 
occupied  by  savage  tribes,  who  will  hereafter  be  under  Ihe 
exclusive  control  of  the  government  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  wlinse  incursions  within  the  lerntnry  of  Mexico  would 
be  prejudicial  in  the  extreme,  it  is  solemnly  agreed  that  all 
such  incursions  shall  be  forcibly  restraineti  by  the  Goverii- 
mentof  the  (7nited  Stales  whensoever  this  maybe  neces- 
sary; and  llial  when  they  cannot  be  prevented,  they  shall  ' 
be  punished  by  the  said  Government,  and  satisfaction  for  ' 
Ihe  same  shall  he  exacted,  aft  in  Me  same  iray,  and  with 
equal  tliligence  and  energy,  as  if  the  same  incursions  were 
meditated  or  committed  witliiii  its  owiiTerrituries  against 
ita  oam  citizens," 

Now,  sir,  this  is  the  language  selected  by  the 
Mexican  commissioners  who  made  the  treaty. 
And,  I  ask,  what  could  be  more  apt,  more  full, 
more  comprehensive,  in  conveying  the  idea  of 
obligation  upon  our  part  to  protect  the  citizens  of 
Mexico  to  the  fullest  extent.'  We  are  to  extend 
to  them  the  protection  which,  if  placed  under  like 
circumstances,  we  should  extend  to  our  own  citi- 
zens. And  what  degree  of  protection  is  necessarily 
implied  in  this  idea.  Why,  sir,  when  we  con- 
sider the  power  of  this  Government — a  nation  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  people,  able  to  send  one 
million  of  soldiers  into  the  field  to  protect  the 
rights  of  our  citizens — what  sort  of  protection  is 
it  to  be  supposed  they  would  afford  .'  Why,  sir, 
the  most  perfect  the  wit  of  mon  could  devise. 
And  the  Mexican  commissioners,  when  they  in- 
serted this  clause  into  the  treaty,  meant  to  stipu- 
late for  the  utmost  possible  degree  of  protection 
that  human  power  could  afford.  And  this  is  the 
provision  of  a  treaty  extorted  from  that  nation 
when  they  were  prostrate  in  the  dust;  when  their 
energies  and  means  had  all  been  exhausted;  when 
our  victorious  armies  traversed  their  country  in 
every  direction,  and  their  beautiful  capital  itself 
wns  in  our  hands;  when  Mexico  lay  under  our 
feet,  bleeding  at  every  pore,  this  was  the  treaty 
we  forced  upon  her.  And  the  question  now  is, 
shall  we  screen  ourselves  from  the  obligations  of 
that  treaty  by  a  mere  play  of  words.'  On  such 
a  play  of  words  as  the  honorable  member  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  BbntosJ  used  yesterday,  that  we 
were  not  bound  to  extend,  to  them  any  more  pro- 
lection  than  we  had  extended  to  our  own  citizens; 
that  we  had  showed  no  energy  or  zeal  in  |)rolect- 
iiig  our  own  citizens,  and  that  the  want  of  energy 
we  showed  in  protecting  our  own  citizens,  was 
the  measure  of  energy  that  we  were  under  obliga- 
tions to  bestow  in  protecting  the  people  of  Mexico. 
Why,  sir,  has  it  come  to  thip,  that  we  shall  use 
our  own  wrong  to  relieve  ourselves  from  the  obli- 
gations of  treaties.'  Has  it  come  to  this,  that 
we  shall  use  our  own  want  of  duty  to  our  own 
citizens  as  a  reason  why  we  should  not  do  a 
duty  which  we  bound  ourselves  by  treaty  to  per- 
form to  a  foreign  nation,  and  a  weak  and  defense- 
less nation,  over  which  we  had  iriumplied.'  I  am 
against  Ihat  sort  of  morality.  I  would  not  learn 
morality  in  such  a  school.  I  say,  those  words 
bind  us  in  the  strongest  way  in  which  language 
can  bind  us,  to  have  proiecte<i  the  border  provinces 
of  Mexico.  And  if  we  have  failed  lo  do  so — a  fact 
about  which  ihereia  no  dispute — then  we  are  bound 
to  make  indemnity.  We  should  put  them  in  the 
same  condition  in  which  they  would  have  been 
had  we  performed  our  part  of  the  treaty.  That 
is  what  I  contend  for.  I  would  perform  a  treaty 
with  the  weakest  as  with  ihegreatest  power,  and  of 
all  powers  the  Mexican  the  moat — that  weak,  that 
distracted,  that  discordant  power,  which  has  been 

!;  in  a  state  of  chaos  since  it  first  struck  for  liberty; 

1 1  thsGovernmenl  of  which  has  bieien  occupied  by  on« 


military  despot  after  another;  which  haa  been  lorn 
and  convulsed  wiih  civil  discord,  and  whose  ruin 
has  been  almost  completed  by  our  own  arms.  1 
say  that  if  there  is  any  power  on  earth  for  which 
I  would  go  further  to  perform  treaties  with  ilinn 
another,  it  is  this  Mexican  Power.  I  would  net 
toward.i  her  with  generosity,  good  faith,  justice, 
and  magnanimity.  If  we  adopt  the  construc- 
tion which  the  member  from  Missouri  puts  on 
this  treaty,  and  say  that  we  are  not  liable,  the 
name  of  America  will  become  a  by-word.  Amer- 
ican faith  will  be  worse  than  Punic  faih.  One 
will  be  oshamed  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  an 
American,  if  we  thus  play  on  words  with  a  weak 
and  defenseless  Power. 

On  the  ground  of  obligations  under  this  treaty 
and  the  liabilities  which  we  assume  under  its 
eleventh  article,  I  am  in  favor  of  voting  this  ap- 
propriation, in  order  to  get  rid  of  them.  It  is  an 
article  which,  so  long  as  it  exists,  may  subject  us 
to  great  expense,  and  what  is  more,  if  we  refuse 
to  perform  it  obligations,  we  shall  strike  a  blow  at 
the  reputation  of  our  country,  which  should  be 
dearer  to  us  than  money.  There  is  a  clause  in 
the  treaty,  too,  which  says,  that  on  any  violation  of 
it,  in  any  particular,  either  Government  shall  have 
the  right  to  refer  the  matter  to  arbitration,  with 
the  exception  that  the  other  Government  may  re- 
fuse to  do  80  if  it  deems  it  utterly  inconsistent 
with  its  safety  or  interest.  Then  we  should  be 
bound  to  refer  this  matter  to  arbitration.  Who 
would  we  refer  it  to .'  I  doubt  whether  there  could 
be  found  a  Government  who  would  go  into  that 
arbitration,  who  would  not  go  into  it  with  all  its 
sympathies  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  we  would 
come  out  of  the  arbitration  with  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  due  to  that  nation,  lam 
unwilling  to  run  the  risk  of  that  arbitration.  I 
think  it  wise  to  settle  the  matter  by  the  treaty. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  late  Administration 
offered  46,000,000  or  J7 ,000,000  for  the  abrogation 
of  thai  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalune 
Hidalgo.  If  that  be  true,  then  we  have  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  this  treaty.  That  would  be  an 
interpretation  of  our  own  on  the  treaty,  and  we 
would  be  estopped  from  denying  our  own  liability. 

There  is  one  remaining  view  of  this  treaty  that 
recommends  iiself  to  my  mind.  It  secures  a  rail- 
road route  to  the  Pacific.  I  do  not  desire  this 
route  simply  because  it  is  a  southern  route,  for  I 
am  willing  to  see  a  road  established  at  the  North 
and  in  the  center.  I  look  upon  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  with  pleasure,  and  the  making  of 
these  great  iinprovemenls,a8  so  many  indications 
of  the  progress  of  the  country.  The  Legislature 
of  the  S'ate  of  Texas  have  granted  immense 
tracts  of  land  to  enable  a  railroad  to  be  run  through 
that  State  from  the  Louisiana  line  to  El  Paso,  and 
to  secure  its  construction.  From  El  Paso  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  California,  or  the  navi- 
gable waters  of  Ihe  river  Gila,  is  not  more  than 
four  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  The  construction 
of  this  road  would  connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific, but  of  course  this  road  would  pass  on  lo 
San  Oiegn  and  eventually  to  San  Francisco.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  the  southern  route  is  the  best 
route  for  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific,  for  this  reason, 
among  others  which  could  be  given,  that  it  would 
be  the  shortest  route.  This  treaty  is  really  valu- 
able to  the  whole  country  because  it  secures  this 
great  route.  And  for  the  reasons  I  have  thus 
hastily  given  I  shall  vote  for  the  appropriation  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  treaty. 

Mr.  PECKHAM  then  obtained  the  floor  and 
addressed  the  Committee.  His  remarks  will  be 
pui'lished  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  up  the  lime 
of  the  committee  in  repeating  what  has  been  said 
by  others;  and  if  any  gentleman  desires  to  speak 
upon  this  subject,  I  will  yield  him  the  floor  in  ten 
minutes.  I  merely  wish  to  assign  the  reasons — 
though  they  have  been  for  the  most  part  assigned 
by  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  before  me — which 
induce  me  lo  vote  against  the  bill. 

It  has  been  denied  in  some  quarters, and  partic- 
ularly in  the  Union,  which  claims  lo  be  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  Administration,  that  when  a  treaty 
is  made  it  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  thai  we  are 
bound  to  carry  it  out.  Whether  the  Adniinistra- 
lion  has  auihorized  or  directed  ihe  Union  to  make 
an  announcement  of  that  kind  1  do  not  know.  If 
it  has,  that  would  be  a  sufficient  reason  with  me 
lo  resist  this  trebly,  unKss  it  Us  un«  indiaptnsabls 
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to  tlie  seciiriiy  of  this  Government.  But  I  trust 
the  Admixiiitralion  has  iini  authorized  the  Union 
to  make  any  auch  alatement,  and  to  advocate  the 
treaty  upon  thai  ground. 

The  position  has  also  been  taken  by  one  gentle- 
man [i\dr.  Piiii.i,irsjin  ihie  House,  that  we  have  no 
rigiit,  or,  at  leust,  weout;hl  not  to-rejectihe  Iretity 
unless  we  linvea  clear  conviction  that  it  is  wrong. 
Now,  my  position  is,  that  when  the  Government 
brings  forward  a  measure  for  us  to  act  upon,  by 
appropriating  as  in  this  case  $10,I)00,0U0,  it  is  for 
them  to  show  that  it  is  right,  and  not  for  us  to 
show  that  it  is  wrong. 

But,  it  has  been  saiil  here  that  weget  twenty  mil- 
liona  of  acres  of  land  by  this  treaty.  Now,  sir,  I 
submit  that  we  have  no  knowleifge  o(  that  fact. 
You  do  not  know  that  you  are  getting  one  acre  of 
land.  All  weget  by  the  treaty  is  aovereigniy  overa 
certain  tract  of  lund;  but  is  there  a  particle  of  evi- 
dence that  it  has  not,  every  acre  of  it,  been  granted 
away  long  ago?  So  far  as  the  Mesilla  Valley  is 
concerned — and  that  is  nil,  or  most  of  all,  this  treaty 
comprises,  of  any  value  from  the  accounts  we  have 
— it  la  a  settled  country ,  and ,  if  settled ,  it  has  parsed 
from  the  ownership  of  Mexico.  Now,  sir,  all  the 
right  we  acquire  over  it,  is  that  held  by  Mexico; 
and,  I  ask,  is  there  a  particle  of  evidence,  is  there 
an  allegation  even,  that  every  foot  of  this  Mesilla 
Valley  has  not  been  sold  out?  Or  fuppoae  it  has 
not.  All  the  right  Mexico  ever  had  in  or  over 
it  was  that  of  eminent  domain,  and  is  there  a 
particle  of  evidence  that  she  has  ever  extinguished 
the  Indian  title  to  one  single  foot  of  it?  I  there- 
fore say  that,  so  far  from  being  certain  that  we 
are  to  get  this  land,  the  facts  before  us  are  prima 
facie  evidence  that  we  shall  not  get  one  foot  of  it. 

Mr.  H.AVEN.  Why  a  man  served  a  notice  to 
every  member  of  the  House  that  he  had  a  mort- 
gage on  tne  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  Well,  that  would  be  some 
sort  of  evidence  that  it  had  passed  from  the  In- 
dians. [Laughter.]  Now,  sir,  in  relation  to  this 
call  for  information,  I  appeal  to  the  opponents  of 
this  call.  They  tell  us  we  are  too  late,  that  we 
did  not  call  for  it  in  lime.  I  desire  to  make  a 
single  remark  upon  that  subject.  My  colleague 
(Mr.  Haven]  has  already  alluded  to  it,  and  i  shall 
not  present  the  facts  as  strongly  as  he  did,  but  i 
think  there  are  one  or  two  coniiiderations  which 
did  not  present  themselves  to  his  mind.  Sir,  ihia 
treaty  was  formed  with  a  stipulation  that  the  rati- 
fications should  be  exchanged  within  a  little  more 
than  a  week.  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  time, 
after  it  could  have  arrived  here.  1  do  not  remem- 
ber how  Ions  it  was  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  1  dislike  very  much  to  inter- 
rupt the  gentleman,  but  i  desire,  in  good  faith,  to 
make  a  statement  upon  this  point.  The  treaty 
came  here  some  months  ago,  when  the  time  for 
exchanging  the  rali6catioiis  were  fixed.  The 
Senate  tiad  it  under  consideration  for  a  very  long 
time,  made  some  alterations  in  it,  and  sent  it  back 
to  Mexico,  where  the  Senate  amendments  were 
accepted,  and  the  treaty  reiurneii  withmit  changing 
the  time  for  its  ratification.  That  is  the  reason 
why  it  comes  here  so  near  the  time  fixed  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications.  The  time  itself  was 
fixed  some  months  ago. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  That  is,  of  course,  what 
the  gentleman  infers;  what  he  imagines  was  the 
fact.     Of  course,  he  does  not  know. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  How,  do  not  know  ?  Do  not 
I  know  that  this  is  the  treaty  which  came  to  the 
Senate  several  months  ago,  that  the  Senate  put  in 
an  amendment,  that  it  was  sent  (o  Mexico,  and 
returned  as  I  have  stated?  If  1  do  not  know  that, 
how  did  the  gentleman  and  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Haven]  know  all  they  have  told  the  committee 
about  it  to-day  ? 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Did  the  gentleman  ever  aee 
the  treaty  before  it  came  to  this  House? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if,  with 
all  his  sophistry,  he  does  not  believe  the  facts  I 
have  alluded  to  as  much  as  he  believes  anything  ? 

Mr. PECKHAM.  The  gentleman  puuaques- 
tion  to  me  instead  of  answering  the  one  I  put  to 
him.  I  ask  him  if  he  ever  saw  the  treaty  before 
it  came  to  this  House  ? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  never  saw  it  befort  it  came 
•  here. 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  will 
make  a  siriijle  suggestion.  This  treaty  was  com- 
municated to  the  House  on  Wednesday  lost.    I 


suggest  to  the  gentleman  whether,  if  the  chairman 
of  the  Cominitiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  the 
chairman  of  the  Committeeon  Foreign  Relations, 
had  been  disposed,  as  they  would  seem  to  imply, 
or  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  MeunH  would  especially  seem  to  imply  in  his 
answer  to  the  gentltman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Haven]  to-day,  that  the  House  should  have  the 
knowledge  if  there  was  time,  it  would  not  have 
been  competent  for  either  of  them  to  have  asked 
Wednesday  last  for  unanimous  consent  for  the 
adoption  o(  a  resolution  calling  for  these  papers; 
and  whether  he  behevesihat  anybody  would  have 

'  objected  under  their  call  ? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     May  I  answer  that  question? 
Mr.  PERKINS.     Ceilainly,  sir. 
Mr.    BOCOCK.     The   gentleman    from    New 
York,  over  the  way,  made  some  allusion  to  that 

',  subject  when  he  was  up.  My  friend,  here,  from 
Maine,  has  suggested  it  two  or  three  times,  but 
dues  my  friend  remember  that  those  upon  whom 
he  imposes  this  responsibility  do  not  want  this 
informatior  ? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.     Nor  do  they  want  any- 
body else  to  have  It. 
Mr.  BOCOCK.     The  gentleman  snys,  why  did 

1  not  the  chairman  of  the  Comtnittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ofler  the  resolution?  Why  does  he  not 
ask  for  information?  Did  my  friend  ask  for  it? 
Suppose  that  he  saw  enough  on  the  face  of  the 

I  treaty  to  satisfy  him  that  it  was  right.     Suppose 

I  that  he  saw  on  its  face  that  the  United  Stales  ac- 
quired from  Mexico  enough  to  justify  ua  in  pay- 
ing this  money,  and  was  satisfied  to  pay  the 
money,  why  should  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
on  his  own  motion,  have  asked  for  the  informa- 
tion? 

But  let  me  notice  another  thing.  The  gentle- 
man has  suggested  that  Monday  was  the  first  day 
on  which  this  resolution  could  nave  been  offered. 

f  Well,  how  does  it  come  that  he  has  otTered  it  to- 
day? Why  could  he  not  have  offered  it  as  well 
Wednesday.  Why  could  he  not  have  asked  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  Thursday,  Fri- 

.  day,  or  Saturday, as  well  as  to-day?  Did  he  wish 
to  sit  still,  say  nothing,  and  expect  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  who  saw  on  the  face  of  the  treaty 
enough  to  justify  him  in  voting  for  the  money,  to 
call  for  the  information?  He  comes  to  day  and 
asks  unanimous  cooEent,  excusing  himself  for  not 
doing  so  on  Wednesday  last. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  did  not  see  the  treaty 
until  Saturday  or  JVlonday,  I  think  not  until  Mon- 
day;  but  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  1  offered 
the  resolution  calling  for  the  correspondence  then, 
that  it  would  have  been,  beyond  all  question,  ob- 
jected to  by  some  gentleman.  Acts  of  the  House 
satisfied  me  of  that.  Hence  1  offered  it  at  the 
first  moment  t  could  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 
Then,  if  gentlemen  had  thought  proper,  we  would 
have  had  most  abundant  time  to  have  got  the  in- 
formiition. 
Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  One  word. 
Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  I  cannot  yield 
further.  Gentlemen  may  cross- question  each  other 
when  I  have  finished. 

This  call  for  the  correspondence  is  the  only 
other  matter  on  which  I  am  to  speak.  I  desire  to 
address  myself  to  it  before  it  is  exhausted  by  other 
gentlemen.  As  I  have  already  said  I  never  intend 
to  get  up  on  this  floor,  and  repeat  over  and  over 
m  a  different  language  ideas  already  expressed. 
i  have  not  done  it  as  yet.  1  therefore  cannot  yield 
further  for  fear  they  inay  exhaust  the  subject, 
and  leave  nothing  for  ine  to  say.  [Laughter.] 

Now  they  have  the  matter  pretty  well  exhausted, 
but  I  belwve  I  have  one  or  two  ideas  yet  left  upon 
the  subjrct.     I  stated  that  this  treaty  was  sent  to 

j  us  at  a  lime  when,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  we 

I  could  not  offer  resolutions  calling  for  information 

[  upon  the  subject,  and  get  to  a  vole  upon  it  without 
it  was  on  Monday  last,  without  unanimous  con- 
sent. Thegenileman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bocock] 
says  that  this  treaty  was  negotiated  months  and 
months  ago. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Upon  its  face  it  appears  that 
it  was. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  should  not  dare  if  thegen- 
ileman had  not  already  done  so,  to  have  referred 
to  what  took  place  some  three  or  four  months  ago 
in  reference  to  this  treaty.  It  is  true  it  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Herald,  and  it  was  said  to  have 
been  improperly  obtained.  If  what  was  published 
in  the  Herald  was  true,  we  have  the  stron^eal 


reason  under  heaven  lora  call  upon  theGovernment 
to  know  something  about  this  treaty.  Acctirding 
to  the  statements  published  in  that  paper,  we  were 
to  pay  $2U,CU0,OU0,  but  the  Senate  sent  it  back 
to  Santa  Anna,  sinking  out'one  half  of  the  sum, 
and  Santa  Anna  t-igned  it  imniediaiely.  If  the 
commissioner  was  grossly  imposed  upon,  or 
wheedled  into  this  thing  by  speculators,  I  would 
like  to  know  why  it  was  he  was  wheedled  into 
giving  just  as  much  as  Santa  Anna  was  willing  to 
take.  I  have  the  strongest  conviction  upon  my 
own  mind,  that  it  was  never  intended  that  this 
House  should  haveaccecs  to  these  papers,  and  that 
the  parties  concerned  in  it  believed,  if  we  obtained  • 
that  information,  that  it  would  be  the  means  of 
defeating  the  treaty.  I  predicate  that  belief  ujion 
this  fact:  that  this  treaty  was  sent  here  in  the  mid- 
dle of  Inst  week,  and  the  day,  or  the  next  day  after 
it  was  sent  here,  the  President  had  business  to  Old 
Point  Comfort.  The  rules  of  the  House  do  not 
permit  us  to  introduce  a  resolution  catling  for  in- 
formation, unless  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules  on 
Monday,  except  by  unanimous  consent.  What 
has  transpired  here  to-day,  whatever  conviction  it 
may  have  upon  other  minds,  satisfies  me,  beyond 
all  possible  doubt,  if  a  resolution  of  that  character 
had  been  olfered  the  day  ihe  treaty  was  sent  here, 
that  objection  would  have  been  made  to  its  recep- 
tion, i  have  not  been  accualomed,  either  in  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  or  here,  to  vote  ap- 
propriations of  money  blindly,  and  in  the  dark. 
If  I  do  not  understand  them,  and  cannot  inform 
myself  about  them,  I  either  will  not  vote  at  all,  or 
I  will  vote  against  them.  If  I  should  vote  lo  give 
away  money  without  a  just  conviction  that  it  was 
right,  1  should  consider  myself  as  thieving  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

Then,  sir,  I  do  not  know  the  occasion  which 
called  out  from  the  Union  the  declaration  and  ar- 
gument that  it  was  absolutely  incumbent  on  this 
House  to  grant  this  appropriation.  Bull  have  a 
sort  of  conviction  that  it  grows  out  of,  and  is  con- 
nected with,  a  similar  declaration  to  the  effect  that 
if  Spain  does  not  want  to  sell  Cuba  to  us,  we  must 
declare  war  and  take  it.  Now,  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  what  price  will  be  offered  for 
Cuba,  but  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  going  to  vote  for 
paying  Spain  two  or  three  hundred  millions  foril 
without  my  knowing  thoroughly  the  reasons 
calling  for  tliat  appropriation.  And  in  this  case 
I  am  not  going  to  set  a  precedent  which  will  give 
the  Government  an  excuse  for  refusing  such  in- 
formation as  Ihe  House  may  deem  necessory.  So 
far  as  I  am  Concerned,  I  say,  give  me  the  inform- 
ation necessary  to  enable  me  to  act  intelligibly, 
or  else,  I  will  not,  in  this  way,  put  my  handiinto 
the  pockets  of  the  people. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Up  to  onexminute  ago,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  had  no  purpose  of  addressing  the 
committee;  but  a  remark  which  just  now  fell  from 
thegenileman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Peckhah,] 
and  a  similar  one  made  by  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Perkins,]  render  it  necessary  that  I  should  Mva 
word  or  two  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  them 
that  I,  at  least,  was  no  party  to  any  understand- 
ing which  both  gentlemen  say  prevailed  in  com- 
mittee, in  regard  to  offering  the  resolution  calling 
for  correspondence,  and  that  1  had  nothing  to  do 
with  violating  it. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I.  for  one,  did  not  intend 
to  intimate  anything  of  the  sort.  I  did  under- 
stand, from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means — and  I  think  he  so  staled  to 
the  committee — ihot  he  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  this  information  being  laid  before  the  Hou^e; 
and  wiih  the  view  of  procuring  it,  and  with  that 
understanding,  1  made  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

M  r.  M I LLSON.  The  gentleman  said  thaHherc 
was  a  general  understanding  of  the  sort  through- 
out the  committee. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  meant  my  remark  lo  b* 
in  the  shape  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  When  the  motion  was  mode 
that  the  committee  rise,  it  was  evident  to  me  that 
the  object  which  the  gentleman  had  in  view  could 
not  be  accomplished,  as  there  was  no  quorum 
present,  there  being  not  more  ihan  thirty  or  forty 
gentlemen  then  in  committee;  and  it  immediately 
occurred  to  me  that  if  the  committee  rose,  objec- 
tion would  be  made  to  the  offering  of  the  resolu- 
tion; and  that  if  opposition  should  also  be  mad* 
lo  returning  into  committee,  which  I  thought  prob- 
able, the  deUata  which  was  then  going  on  would 
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be  abruptly  terminated.  For  that  reason,  I  voted 
against  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise;  and  as 
soon  as  we  got  into  the  House,  I  moved  to  return 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because-,  as  I  then 
stated,  no  quorum  was  present.  And  certainly, 
in  doing  so,  my  purpose  was  not  to  violate  any 
undersianding;  for  1  was  party  to  no  such  under- 
standing myself;  but  my  object  was  to  enable  the 
gentleman  who  then  had  thelloor,  [Mr.GiDniNos,] 
and  other  gentlemen  who  I  supposed  would  seek 
the  floor,  to  continue  the  debate,  which  I  saw  would 
be  brought  to  an  abrupt  close  through  the  efforts 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Peck- 
ham.] 

And  besides,  I  never  would  have  agreed  to 
allow  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  introduce 
his  resolution  under  the  circumstances  then  exist- 
ing. I  never  would  have  consented  that  a  res- 
olution which,  considering  its  bearing  and  ob- 
ject.", involved  so  high  and  important  a  principle, 
relating,  as  it  did,  to  the  constitutional  rights  and 
privileges  of  this  House,  should  be  voted  upon 
while  there  were  only  some  thirty  or  forty  mem- 
bers present;  or  in  any  other  way  than  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

It  was  from  no  disposition  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution  under  proper  circum- 
stances, or  to  defeat  the  call  for  information,  but 
because  1  saw  that  at  the  lime  it  was  offered,  it 
was  impracticable  to  obtain  it,  and  because  I  felt 
certain  that  the  House  would  find  difficulty  in 
returning  into  committee,  as  they  afterwards  did, 
that  I  made  the  motion  that  the  House  should 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Slate  of  the  Union;  and  I  requested  that  no 
division  might  be  called  for  on  that  motion,  in 
order  that  the  want  of  a  quorum  might  not  be 
made  apparent. 

Mr.  HAVliN.  I  understood  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  wanted  the  information  him- 
self, and  that  he  could  not  get  it. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  did  not  say  that  I  wanted 
the  information,  nor  did  1  express  any  opinion 
whether  the  failure  to  call  for  it  would,  or  would 
not,  be  any  surrender  of  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  House.  What  I  did  mean  to  say  was, 
that  the  resolution  itself  presented  a  very  high 
and  important  question,  and  that  I,  for  one,  would 
not  consent  that  this  question  should  be  voted 
upon,  except  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  in  a  full 
House. 

1  do  not  inund  to  enter  at  large  into  the  argu- 
ment of  this  subject.  I  shall  only  state  a  few 
general  principles  that  seem  to  belong  to  it.  I  am 
exceedingly  gratified  that  nearly  all  the  gentlemen 
associated  with  me  in  political  communion  have 
expressed  views  which  meet  my  hearty  approba- 
tion. 

Sir,  it  is  an  unquestionable  right  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  call  for  information,  and  to 
exercise  its  own  free  and  independent  judgment  in 
reference  to  the  execution  of  any  treaty  which  re- 
quires'the  agency  of  this  House.  I  entirely  dis- 
sent from  the  opinion  expressed  by  some  genlle- 
men, that,  because  the  President  and  Senate  alone 
are  the  treaty-making  power,  a  treaty  approved 
by  them  becomes  instantly  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  imposes  an  obligation  upon  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  President  and  the  Senate,  it  is  true,  are  the 
treaty-making  power;  that  is  to  say,  they  have 
the  sole  rl^ht  to  negotiate  treaties.  But  it  is  not 
an  unqualified  and  absolute  right.  In  the  initi- 
ation of  treaties,  their  jurisdiction  is  exclusive, 
but  not  unlimited. 

In  the  first  place,  a  treaty  imposes  no  such  obli- 
gation, when  made  in  violation  o"f  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  even  when  it  is  not  inconsistent  with 
any  provision  of  the  Constitution,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  in  every  such  case  it  must  necessarily  be 
carried  into  effect.  When  it  stipulates  for  some- 
thing that  lies  within  the  peculiar  province  of 
some  other  department  of  the  Government,  the 
assent  of  that  department  is  indispensable  to  its 
validity;  and  it  cannot  be  commanded  by  what  is 
called  the  treaty-making  power. 

But,  sir,  let  me  first  consider  the  ease  of  an  un- 
constitutional treaty  I  know  it  has  been  con- 
tended by  some — I  hope  very  few  are  now  charge- 
able with  this  heresy — that  every  treaty  is  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land;  for  that  while  the  Con- 
stitution declares  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  does  not 


impose  this  condition  upon  treaties,  but  provides 
that  "all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
uniler  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  They  infer  from 
this  that  a  treaty  need  not  be  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  Constitution;  hut  if  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the 
Senate,  it  would  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
though  it  might  undertake  to  nullify  an  express 
provision  of  the  Constitution  itself. 
If  this  were  so,  it  woukl  involve  the  absurdity 
'  of  supposing  that  there  may  be  two  inconsistent 
!  supreme  laws  of  the  land, — the-Constitution  itself 
directing  one  thing,  and  a  treaty  directing  an- 
other, and  yet  both  of  them  being  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  according  to  this  fanciful  method 
of  argumentation. 

It  would  also  involve  the  still  greater  absurdity 
of  supposing  that  the  Constitution  authorizes  a 
subordinate  agency  to  destroy  itself,  and  that  this 
treaty-making  power,  brought  into  existence  only 
by  the  Constitution,  may  survive  the  destruction 
of  that  by  which  alone  it  lives. 

But,  sir,  the  languageof  the  Constitution  leaves 
no  occasion  for  this  argument.  For  it  does  not 
recognize  all  treaties  that  may  be  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate  as  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  but  only  such  as  may  be  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States.  What  these  States 
may  have  prohibited  in  this  Constitution,  which 
is  the  work  of  their  hands,  cannot  be  done  under 
their  authority.  A  treaty,  then,  if  unconstitu- 
tional, has  no  validity,  and  we  ought  not  to  carry 
it  into  effect. 

And  so,  too,  when  a  treaty  contains  astipula- 
tion which,  though  not  unconstitutional,  relates  to 
a  matter  confided  by  the  Constitution  to  some  other 
department  of  the  Government,  or  withheld  from 
all,  it  does  not  transfer  to  the  treaty-making  power 
the  control  over  this  matter.  The  rights  of  the 
parties  having  the  proper  control  over  the  subject 
cannot  be  impaired  or  disturbed  by  the  making  of 
such  a  treaty.  Without  their  assent  it  can  have 
no  validity.  The  inability  to  perform  such  an 
engagement  might  lead  to  embarrassing  conse- 
quences; but  the  engagement  itself  would  inrifmse 
no  obligation,  other  than  a  persuasive  one,  upon 
the  party  to  whom  the  right  to  determine  the  ques- 
tion properly  belongs. 

Suppose  a   treaty  should    be   negotiated  with  h 
Great  Britain,  stipulating  that  the  free  blacks  of  i 
Jamaica  should  be  allowed  to  remove  to,  and  re- 
side within,  the  limits  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina.    There  would  be  nothing  unconstitutional  in 
it;  I  mean  to  say  the  treaty  would  not  be  in  vio-  | 
I  lalion  of  any  provision  of  the  Constitution.     But 
it  must  be  ratified  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
before  it  could  go  into  effect.     And  if  South  Caro- 
lina should  refuse  to  ratify  it,  then  all  that  could 
be  said   would   be,  that   the    President  and    the 
Senate  had   negotiated  upon  a  subject  which  was 
i  not  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  had  not  been  con- 
j  fided  to  those  branches  of  the  Government.  I 

And,  sir,  whenever  the  President  and  Senate 
make  a  treaty,  the  stipulations  of  which   impose 
'  burdens  upon   the  people  which  the  Constitution 
I  requires  to  belaid  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  ; 
I  in  conjunction  with  the  other  branch  of  Congress, 
then  the  President  and  Senate  cannot,  of  them- 
selves, lay  8«ich  burdens.     It  would  require  llie 
concurrent  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  that  case,  in   the  same  manner  that  it  would 
I  need  the  assent  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  in 
the  case  I  have  supposed;  and  simply  because  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  is  beyond  the  exclusive  cog- 
nizance of  the  President  and  Senate.     We  see, 
then,  sir,  that  the  question  is  not  whether  the 
President  and  Senate  alone  have  the  right  to  make 
a  treaty,  but  what  kind  of  treaty  they  have  a 
right  to  make;  not  whether  the  House  should  be 
a  party  in   making  the  treaty,  but  how  far  the 
House  is  bound  by  the  treaty  when  made. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  good  faith  of  the 
country  would  be  violated  by  the  refusal  of  the 
House  of  Reiiresentatives  to  assent  to  such  a 
treaty — that  foreign  nations  could  justly  exact  a 
compliance  with  its  stipulations.  They  must,  at 
their  peril,  understand  the  powers  of  those  with 
whom  they  treat.  If  a  treaty  were  to  be  nego- 
tiated by  the  President  alone,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate,  would  the  foreign  Government 
have  a  right  to  say:  "We  will  hold  you  respon- 
sible for  the  treaty.  We  know  nothing  about 
your  Senate,  and  have  had  no  negotiation  with 


them.  We  know  nothing  of  your  Cunsiituiion, 
and  it  is  not  our  part  to  understand  it.  it  is 
enough  for  us  to  know  that  the  treaty  has  been 
made  by  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of  the 
Union,  and  we  hold  the  whole  people  bound  by 
its  terms?"  Why,  sir,  our  reply  would  be,  that 
is  a  matter  of  which  you  are  bound  to  take  no- 
tice. The  President  cannot  make  a  treaty  which 
shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  Slates,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate. 
Sir,  that  answer  would  be  sufficient.  They  could 
not  insist  upon  the  execution  of  a  treaty  made  by 
the  President  alone. 

In  the  same  manner,  if  it  be  the  right  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  I  have  endeavored 
loshowit  is,  to  wiihholdtheirassentfrom  treaties 
involving  an  appropriation  of  money,  foreign 
nations  cannot  plead  their  ignorance  of  our  Con- 
stitution. They  are  bniinil  to  understand,  that 
though  a  treaty  be  made  by  ihe  President,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  it  still  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  execution  until  it  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  law-making  power.  Mexico,  there- 
fore, would,  in  the  present  instance,  haveno  right 
to  complain  of  any  want  offjood  faith  should  the 
House  refuse  this  appropriation;  because  she  was 
bound  to  inform  herself  of  the  powers  of  our  ne- 
gotiators, and  is  presumed  to  know  that  the  treaty 
could  not  be  of  perfect  obligation  upon  the  United 
States  without  the  assentof  this  House. 

But,  sir,  while  these  are  my  views,  and  while  I 
am  gratified  to  know  that  nearly  every  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  in  this  debate  has  insisted  upon 
these  constitutional  rights  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, it  is  another  question,  on  what  oc- 
casion we  should  exercise  this  privilege  of  defeat- 
ing a  treaty.  Here  is  a  treaty  sent  to  us  for  our 
inspection.  By  the  conditions  of  that  treaty,  the 
ralificafionsare  to  be  exchanged  within  six  months*- 
of  the  30th  of  December  last.  We  are  now  within 
some  three  days  of  the  expiration  of  that  term. 
Sir,  it  is,  I  think,  unfortunate  that  so  little  time 
has  been  allowed  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  consideration  of  this  question.  We  all  under- 
stand the  reason.  We  all,  personally  and  individ- 
ually, know  why  we  are  called  upon  thus  hastily 
to  act  on  so  important  a  subject.  We  understand, 
as  my  colleague  [Mr.  Bocock]  has  stated,  that  this 
treaty  went  some  months  ago  to  the  Senate;  that 
it  underwent  a  very  protracted  investigation  there; 
that  important  alterations  were  made;  that  it  was 
sent  back  to  Mexico,  and  that  it  has  lately  been 
agreed  to  by  that  Government  in  its  amended 
form.  I  say  we  all,  individually  and  unofficially, 
know  these  facts.  I  regret,  to  be  sure,  that  the 
facts  themselves  were  not  slated,  or,  ol  least,  that 
some  allusion  to  them  was  not  made  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  accompanying  the  treaty. 

I  regret  that  the  President  did  not,  in  the  com- 
munication which  he  recently  sent  to  us,  slate  why 
it  was  that  so  imporlanta  treaty,  and  so  important 
a  message,  were  not  sent  to  the  House  at  an  earlier 
period.  We  know,  indeed,  that  it  could  not  have 
been  sent  at  an  earlier  period;  and  I  am  not  im- 
puting any  sort  of  blame  to  the  Administration 
for  the  delay  ihat  has  occurred.  At  Ihe  treaty  has 
just  been  received  from  Mexico,  it  could  not  have 
been  sent  here  sooner.  Still,'  it  would  have  been 
well  to  insert  in  this  State  paper  some  allusion  to 
these  facts,  which  may  not  be  so  generally  known 
at  some  future  period  as  they  now  are  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
only  a  proper  submission  to  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  House  of  Representatives  lo  give,  in 
the  message  itself,  some  explitnation  of  the  reason 
why  it  was  withheld  till  so  late  a  period;  and  I 
think  it  unfortunate  that  it  was  not  done.  1  do  not 
doubt  that  it  would  have  been  done,  had  the  atten- 
tion of  the  President  been  directed  to  the  subject. 
I  feel  sure  that  he  does  not  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  House  has  no  higher  or  further  agency, 
in  such  cases,  than  simply  to  make  an  appropri- 
ation of  the  stipulated  sum  of  money,  without  in- 
quiry into  the  facts,  or  any  consideration  of  conse- 
quences. But  i  do  notthink  he  reflected  upon  ihe 
inference  that  may  hereafter  be  drawn  from  the 
silence  of  the  message  upon  this  subject.  .The  fact 
that  it  was  not  sent  to  us  till  within  eight  or  nine 
days  of  the  period  fi.xed  for  the  payment  of  the 
money,  may,  at  some  future  time,  be  urged  by 
those  who  deny  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
House,  as  an  argument  toshow  thatthe  President 
regarded  the  House  as  under  an  antecedent  obli- 
gation to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect,  without  any 
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investigation  of  its  nature,  or  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  formed,  and  that  the  House 
guliniitied  to  this  interpretation  of  tlieir  duties. 

If  ihiH  investieatiun  were  practicable  now,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  innisl  upon  it,  before  we 
niude  a  Anal  diHpogilion  of  the  bill.  But  as  it  is 
not,  I  am  unwijlintj  to  defeat  the  treaty  merely 
because  it  mi^ht  turn  out  to  be  a  bad  one.  Kven 
if  shrill  olfjections  should  appear  upon  Us  face — 
even  if  any  should  suppose  the  benefits  secured 
not  altogether  answerable  to  the  price  required  to 
be  paid — something  is  certainly  due  to  the  delib- 
erate judiiment  of  the  Piesidentard  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  next  addressed  the  commiitee. 
His  remarks  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Chairman,  1 
desire  to  state  what  I  understand  to  be  some  of 
the  facts  in  regard  to  this  treaty.  1  understand 
that  this  Gadsden  treaty  has  been  the  subject  of 
conversation  in  this  city  for  the  last  five  or  six 
months.  1  unt^rainnd,  also,  that  a  document  pur- 
porting to  be  a  copy  of  the  original  treaty  was  pub- 
lished in  Home  of  the  New  York  papers,  and  that 
K  is  in  some  respects  the  same  with  the  official 
copy  now  before  us.#  But  this  matter  has  been 
sufficiently  explained  by  my  colleague,  and  1  will 
not  make  further  allusion  to  it. 

On  the  21st  of  the  present  month,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  sent  a  message  to  thi.>  Mouse 
asking  an  appropriation  of  (10,UUII,U00  to  carry 
this  treaty  into  elFect.  The  treaty  is  plain  and  in- 
telligible, and  was  published  inall  the  papers  of  the 
city  on  the  next  morning,  the  23il,  on  which  day 
a  copy  of  it  was  in  the  hands  of  every  member 
of  this  House.  These  are  undoubted  and  unmis- 
takable facta.  Those  who  are  hostile  to  the  ap- 
propriation asked  for,  and  are  opfiosed  to  this 
particular  treaty,  desire  light,  they  say,  upon  the 
Bui'ject.  If  they  were  true  to  themselves,  if  they 
really  desired  to  obtain  the  information  which  they 
deem  so  important,  most  assuredly  they  ought  to 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
for  obtaining  such  information. 

But  what  is  the  fact,  sir.'  The  sharp,  shrewd 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  WxtHBDRM,]  who 
puts  questions,  and  answers  them  himself,  who 
seems  to  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the 
necessity  for  information  on  this  subject,  is  as 
calm  as  a  summer  morning.  Not  a  whisper  is 
heard,  not  an  effort  made,  not  an  attempt  origin- 
ated in  this  House,  for  the  purfiose  of  obtaining 
information.  None  whatsoever.  It  lies  over  till 
Monday,  on  which  day  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  on  my  right,  [.Vlr.  Pcckkam,]  offers  the 
restitution  referred  to  in  this  diiy*s  debate.  That 
resolution  sought  for  information  which  the  gen- 
tleman says  the  Executive  might  or  might  not 
have  communicated.  I  do  not  now  recollect  the 
terms  of  the  resolution;  but  that  is,  i  understand, 
his  construction  of  it. 

Suppose,  however,  the  call  for  information  were 
an  imperative  one,  the  gentleman  knows,  and  this 
committee  knows,  perfectly  well — and  no  one  can 
pretend  to  ignore  the  fact — that  the  Executive 
ought  not  to  have  communicated  the  information 
sought,  unless  a  due  regard  for  the  public  interests 
perinitteil  him  to  do  so.  Suppose  that  the  devel- 
opments in  that  correspondence  were  of  a  charac- 
ter injuriously  to  affect  our  public  interest,  and 
our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  is  there  a 
member  of  this  committee  that  would  now  .gay 
such  information  ought  to  have  been  communi- 
cated >  Suppose  that,  upon  such  a  call  as  that 
proposed  in  the  resolution,  the  Exrciilive  should 
reply  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  iniert.sis 
would  not  justify  the  communication  of  the  in- 
formation auked  by  this  House.  I  ask  the  com- 
mittee what  would  have  been  the  consequence 
then.'  How  would  the  enlighieneil  gentleman 
from  Maine  have  acted.'  How  would  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Albany  district  [Mr.  Peciham] 
have  acted,  when  he  would  have  to  sit  down  in 
darkness, seeking  information  which  it  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  public  interest  to  communicate.' 
Who  woujd  have  then  ventured  to  suppoee  that  a 
codi'dinate  brint'h  of  the  Government — entrusted 
by  the  Constitution  with  power  to  nejotiale  trea- 
ties— hr.d  not  wisely  exercised  their  trust  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  that  it  would  be  unwise 
and  improper  for  the  House  to  appropriate  the 
requisite  sum  of  mon*y  for  the  execution  of  the 
treaty?  And  yet  we  would  have  acted  then  in  the 
dark,  just  as  w?  will  probably  art  now,  with  no 
oth>T  infmrmation  than  lh»  tttriaty  itself,  and  that 


general  knowledge  possessed  by  ub  all.  Now,  I 
ask  this  commiiiee,  was  there  any  real  desire  to 
get  the  infurmatiun.'  I  put  the  question  to  the 
gentlemen  here,  whether,  in  the  effiirts  that  have 
lieen  made  by  them,  and  the  neglect  practiced, 
they  were  seeking  (or  light? 

Mr.  WASHBURN,  of  Maine.  We  did  want 
the  light,  and  1  woulil  have  made  the  call  for 
information  last  week  if  1  did  not  know  very  well 
that  the  resolution  would  have  been  olijected  to 
by  the  same  gentlemen  who  have  objected  to  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  SMITH.  My  dear  sir,  there  is  a  way  of 
getiing  over  such  o' jections. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  In  what  way  could  ob- 
jection have  been  got  over  last  week? 

Mr.  S.Vll  TH.  Why,  by  appealing  to  the  gen- 
tleman objecting,  or  to  the  House.  1  suppose  the 
rules  might  have  been  suspended. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  On  what  day  last  week 
could  they  have  been  suspeitded  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Why,  on  any  day  after  the 
subject  was  introduced;  and  it  might  have  been 
done  even  on  Moiidny. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  The  motion  wag  made 
for  the  very  purpose  on  that  day. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Exactly;  I  know  it  was.  And 
I  hold  that  it  was  perfectly  right  to  object  to  it. 
Permit  me  to  say,  that  when  gentlemen  who  are 
always  on  the  look  out  here  for  information,  as 
they  say. neglect  louse  all  the  means  at  their  com- 
mand U)  procuie  it,  the  fact  of  such  neglect  leaves 
It  to  be  inferred  that  they  have  other  purposes  in 
view  than  those  which  they  profess.  I'he  gentle- 
man from  Maine  infers  a  good  deal  himself  in  ref- 
erence to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  is  not  here  to  take  care  of  him- 
self; and  he  appeals  to  the  candor  and  frankness 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  BocockJ  to  admit  his  infer- 
ences. 1  do  not  wish  to  infer  any  want  of  candor 
ond  sincerity  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  here,  when 
I  say  that  some  of  us  may  have  very  different  con- 
ceptions as  to  what  constitutes  candor  and  frank- 
ness. Some  gentlemen,  when  their  CAndor  is 
nppealed  to,  might,  in  the  fullness  of  their  heart, 
answer  with  a  frankness  from  which  others  under 
like  circumstances  might  shrink;  and  so  there 
mieht  be  no  reciprocity  in  this  species  of  political 
dialectics. 

I  advert  to  this  because  I  cannot  understand 
what  was  meant  by  the  gentleman  from  the  Buf- 
falo district,  [Mr.  Haven,]  and  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  WAsMBtraN,]  if  they  really 
mean  what  they  profess.  They  are  certainly  gen- 
tlemen of  very  high  intelligence,  and  of  large  ex- 
perience here.  And  I  mean  no  reflection  when  I 
compliment  their  intelligence.  Y'et,  sir,  they  lie 
still — and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  the 
first  to  move — they  lie  still  and  allow  themselves 
to  wait,  and  submit  their  application  for  informa- 
tion at  80  late  a  period,  that  they  must  know  that, 
if  granted,  it  could  not  be  done  without  hindering 
and  delaying  the  action  of  the  committee  and  of 
the  House.  Suppose  this  resolution  had  been 
adopted.  We  know  very  well  that  a  voluniinoua 
and  very  extensive  correspondence  must  have  pre- 
ceded the  treaty,  the  suliject  of  negotiation  for 
months;  and  if  all  the  informalion  in  connection 
with  that  subject — ns  the  character  of  the  resolu- 
tion would  seem  to  imply — was  toJbe  communi- 
cated to  the  House,  could  it  have  been  sent  here 
within  an  hour,  as  the  gentleman  says?  No,  sir; 
no  man  ought  to  pretend  that  it  could  be;  and 
the  effect  of  passing  the  resolution  at  this  lute  hour, 
would  be  to  postpone  the  action  of  this  House 
until  a  time  when  it  would  be  too  late  to  execute 
the  treaty,  which  requires  the  money  asked  to  be 
paid  in  New  York  by  the  30th  day  of  the  present 
month. 

But  a  contrast  here  strongly  presents  itself  to 
my  mind.  We  all  recollect  the  Jay  treaty.  It 
was  about  the  years  1794, 1795,  and  1798.  Well, 
at  that  very  time  there  were  three  other  treaties 
before  the  House.  A  resolution  was  offered  to 
unite  them  all.  They  were,  I  think,  the  French 
treaty,  the  Spanish  treaty,  the  British  treaty,  and 
the  Indian  treaties.  Those  upon  my  side  of  the 
House — I  think  I  may  say  im(  side  oi"  the  House, 
for  I  hold  that  I  am  a  descendant  of  that  school 
of  politicians — those  upon  my  side  of  the  House 
demanded  information,  when  called  upon  for  an 
appropriation  to  carry  Jay*s  treaty  into  effect. 
The  friends  of  Jay,  howeier,  and  of  the  treaty, 
interposed  much  mora  emphatic  opposition  than 


that  which  has  been  made  here  from  any  quarter. 
New  York  men  then  were  standing  up  against  the 
aill;  New  York  men  now  stand  up  for  the  call. 
But  the  Stale  has  been  enlightened  since  that 
day.  Prtrlies  have  rhai-ged.  Tempora  mutantur, 
el  «w  mtt/amur  in  illis.  A  different  sinte  of  thin>!B 
exists  now.  Why,  sir,  this  House  was  then  called 
upon  to  act,  and  to  appro|iriaie  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  executing  that  treaty,  without  other  in- 
formation than  the  treaty,  and  in  the  dark,  or,  at 
least,  with  only  a  few  scraps  of  information  drawn 
from  the  Senate,  or  whnh,  from  the  secret*  of 
the  Administration,  had  found  their  way  to  the 
House. 

With  this  and  many  such  precedents  before 
them,  why  dt) gentlemen  take  on  as  they  do,  and 
why  have  they  postponed  their  requirements  for 
information  to  so  late  a  period,  that,  if  granted, 
would  produce  the  lossof  the  treaty.  Let  me  tell 
the  gentleman  that  the  House  will  not  allow  such 
a  result  to  arise  from  their  action;  and  the  coun- 
try will  not  countenance  a  movement  which  will 
embarrass  an  important  acquisition  of  territory  by 
any  such  pretenses. 

But  one  thing  more.  I  stepped  into  the  Hall 
when  the  veneroble  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Perkin's]  was  upon  the  floor,  and  ju.st  aa  be 
was  saying  that  he  would  not  vote  away  the  peo- 
ple's money  unless  he  had  light  upon  theKubject. 
Sir,  it  seems  to  be  the  foshion  of  the  day  to  put 
questions  to  the  candor  of  others.  Now,  I  put  it 
to  the  candor  of  the  venerable  gentleman  to  say 
whether  that  is  the  only  reason  of  his  opposition 
to  this  bill .' 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  willanswer  the  gentleman. 
My  opposition  is  based  on  the  ground  'hat  we 
have  not  the  information  on  which  to  act  I  want 
the  basis  of  these  negotiations;  and  I  would  have 
voted  for  a  resolution  calling  fur  them. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir,  I  will  ask  another 
question,  though  I  will  not  press  fur  an  answer. 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  not  some  other  reason  for  hi* 
opposition  ? 

Mr.  PERKINS.     I  do  not  believe  that  I  have. 

Mr.  S.MITH.  Well,  sir,  I  called  the  genlle- 
nran  out  for  an  explanation,  and  I  am  bound  to 
accept  the  one  he  gives,  i  was  under  the  im- 
pression, however,  that  there  were  some  other 
reasons  which  actuated  the  course  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  Will  the  gentleman  state 
what  he  means? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  understood  that,  in  eonveraa- 
tioYi,  he  look  the  ground  that  thia  was  a  result  of 
the  policy  of  the  South.  1  shtiU  be  glad  to  know 
that  i  am  mistaken;  and  I  am,  of  course,  bound  to 
take  the  answer  given  by  the  gentleinan  himself. 
But  I  did  understand  that  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
pressed it  as  his  opinion  that  the  South  were 
steadily  pursuing  a  policy  by  which  they  would 
enlarge  their  own  territory  until  they  were  satis- 
fied, with  a  view  of  their  dissolving  the  Union 
and  establishing  themselves  as  a  great  southern 
Republic. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  I  did  not  say  (hat;  but  I  will, 
at  the  proper  time,  tell  the  gentleman  what  I  soiil 
in  the  conversation  to  which  he  alludes.  Whatl 
said  had  no  relation  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  air,  1  am  gUd  to  know 
the  gentleman  did  not;  for  I  have,  in  many  re- 
spects, participated  with  others  in  forming  a  very 
high  impression  of  him.  But  I  had  heard  that  he, 
and  perhaps  others,  were  acting  upon  '' 
tion  from  i-.eclioiial  motives;  and  I  havt 

sought  the  opportunity  to  set  them  thus    / 

before  the  House.  There  is,  I  think,  or  ougtal  ta 
be,  no  difficulty  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  PbRKINS,  of  Louisiana.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Vii'giniu  will  allow  me.  Did  I  undei^ 
stand  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  assert 
thoKe  as  his  opinions  upon  which  he  had  acted? 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  New  York.  No,  sir.  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  what  I  did  say.  I  expressed 
the  idea  that  in  the  event  of  the  acquisition  of  a 
large  section  of  country  to  the  southern  section  of 
the  Union,  that  I  believed  a  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  South  had  that  result  in  contemplation.  In 
reference  to  this  little  strip  of  land,  however,  it  if 
too  insignificant  to  be  spoken  of  in  such  a  con- 
nection. I  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  it  Trom 
any  such  ground.  But  in  reference  to  the  anncz- 
otion  of  large  irarla  of  country,  I  believe  that  it 
ihb  policy  of  nullification  from  beginning  to  cud. 
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Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  sir,  then  that  has  nothing 
to  <lo  with  the  matter  before  u«.  But  really,  with 
all  <Jue  redpect,  it  does  aeem  to  me  that  it  doea 
not  become  gentlemen,  who  are  Belting  their  faces 
against  the  laws  of  the  Union,  lo  speak  of  nulli- 
Braiion.  You  hive  certainly  had  most  lamentable 
diiplays  of  nuilidcation  out  of  the  slave  Staies — 
to  wit,  in  the  free-negro  Stales. 

Sir,  whatever  paases  under  our  constitutional 
forms,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, IS  the  law  of  the  land,  and  it  becomes  every 
true  man  to  give  it  his  entire  and  undivided  sup- 
port. Practical  nullification  is  found  nowhere  ex- 
cept in  the  free  States — nowhere  else.  Resistance 
lo  the  laws  have  alone  been  there  developed.  The 
clause  of  the  Cimstitution  which  enjoins  on  the 
Federal  Government  the  duty  of  suppressing  do- 
mestic insurrections  has  never  been  called  into 
exercise,  except  in  the  free  Slates. 

iVlr.  PERKIMS,  of  New  York.  It  was  called 
into  exercise  in  Georgia  in  reference  to  the  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  In- 
dians at  all.  1  repeat,  sir,  that  it  is  ii  remarkable 
fact,  that  that  clanse  of  the  Constitulion  which 
imposes  on  the  Federal  Gi)vernmenl  the  duty  of 
suppressing  domestic  insurrection  has  never  been 
called  into  execution,  except  in  ihe  free  Slates.  In 
Shay's  rebellion  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  whisky 
insurrection  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Rhode  Island,  in 
the  case  of  Dorr,  and  in  other  cases  of  less  im- 
portance, we  have  seen  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  at  a  heavy  tax  on  the  public 
Treasury,  called  into  exercise;  but  at  the  South  it 
has  never  been  called  into  exercise — never.  Our 
own  conservative  character,  our  own  self-reliance, 
the  perfect  law  and  order  which  prevail  among  us, 
have  secured  a  quiet,  faithful,  and  tiue  execution 
of  the  laws  there.  1  mention  this  because  It  is 
proper  that  gentlemen  should  not  forget  ii;  for  we 
are  /requenlly  taunted  with  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  northern  gentlemen  say  binds 
them  to  suppress  domestic  insurrection. 

The  question  now  comes  up;  and  God  knows 
that  i  have  no  feeling  of  ill-will — I  never  nurse 
niy  wrath  lo  keep  it  warm;  for  I  would  rather 
laugh  at  any  moment  than  to  scowl — the  question 
comes  up,  shall  this  treaty,  which  secures  to  the 
American  Union  the  right  of  way  across  this  con- 
tinent for  a  railroad,  be  carried  into  execution  by 
the  requisite  appropriation  or  not?  Louisiana  is 
now  constructing,  in  the  northern  part  of  her  ter- 
ritory  

Mr.  PECKHAM.  If  the  gentleman  refers  lo 
the  eighth  article,  it  does  not  secure  a  railroad>to 
the  Government. 

Mr.  SMITH.     It  secures  a  track  for  one. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  No;  but  to  a  chartered,  in- 
dependent company. 

Mr.  SMITH,  i  am  speaking  of  a  railroad. 
It  is  in  the  family;  and,  therefore,  what  the  gen- 
tleman states  does  not  matter,  even  if  so. 

Mr.' PECKHAM.     I  lis  not  even  incur  family. 

Mr.  SMITH.     In  Louisiana? 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  1  am  speaking  of  the  Te- 
hunniepec  route. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  not.  I  was  going  on  to 
aay  that  Louisiana  was  now  engaged  In  building 
a  road  in  the  northern  part  of  her  territory  to  the 
line  of  Texas,  and  that  the  Slate  of  Texas  had 
already  appropriated  most  munificently  lo  secure  a 
railroad  in  continuation  through  her  territory  of 
eight  hundred  miles  to  the  territory  near  El  Paso, 
ceded  to  us  by  this  treaty.  And  thence  a  distance 
of  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  which  is  through  Ihe  Slale  of  Cal- 
ifornia, to  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  That  right  of  way  was  se- 
cured lo  the  Government  by  Mr.  Walker  long 
before  this  treaty. 

Mr.  S.MITH.  You  have  got  thai  from  over 
the  way. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  got  it  from  the  documents 
of  the  Guvernment. 

MrC  S.MITH.  We  know  nothing  about  that, 
except  what  we  aee  in  the  newspapers.  Even 
conceding  that  Mr.  Walker  had  secured  the  right 
of  way,  did  it  secure  lo  the  American  people  ihe 
right  of  eminent  domain  over  ihut  territory  ?  No, 
■ir,  without  this  treaty  the  first  railroad  from  our 
own  territory  that  would  connect  the  two  oceans, 
would  still  have  to  pass  through  a  foreign  land, 
owned,  if  not  occupied,  by  the  most  worthless 
population  of  the  eorlh.    Does  the  geutlemau  de- 


sire to  see  an  improvement  such  as  liiis,  with  all 
its  gigantic  consequences,  under  the  control  of  for- 
eigners, and  foreigners  such  as  those  of  Alexico? 
I  know  his  own  patriotism  and  good  feeling  would 
recoi!  from  ihe  idea,  if  such  a  result  could  be  | 
avoided  in  any  reasonable  way.  | 

By  this  treaty,  also,  there  is  a  right  of  way 
secured  to  us  over  a  route  of  undoubted  value,  if 
we  are  to  believe  the  current  history  of  ilie  limes; 
and  for  which  Mr.  Buchanan,  when  Secretary  of 
Stale,  authorized  Mr.  Trist  to  give  $I5,UU0,U00. 
I  mean  the  Tehuanlepec  route.  Then,  too,  by  this 
treaty  we  are  releiisi'd  from  that  unhappy  provis- 
ion, the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  ', 
Hidalgo.  And  now,  when  such  substantial  and 
important  advantages  are  secured,  genllemen  j 
pause,  and  complain  that  they  are  denied  inform- 
ation upon  this  suijerl.  Gentlemen  talk  about  the  I 
correspondence  relaiing  lo  this  Irealy  being  confi-  | 
dentially  cominui)i<'»ied  to  this  House — confiden- 
tially communicated  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
men  !  Why,  sir,  in  a  body  of  sixty-two  men  only, 
composed  of  Senators,  complete  confidence  and 
secresy  is  out  of  the  question  Then,  whatchance 
is  there  in  a  body  like  this  of  keeping  anything 
confidential?  It  is  too  Inle  now  to  call  for  the 
information;  and  the  question  is  really,  independ- 
ent of  all  outside  considerations — will  this  commit- 
tee refuse  to  report  to  the  House,  for  its  adoption 
or  rejection,  a  bill  which  shall  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  execute  this  treaty.  If  the  appropriation 
is  to  be  made,  it  must  be  made  without  delay, 
or  the  treaty  may  not  be  executed  at  all.  Will 
gentlemen  hesitate  what  course  to  adopt  when 
they  take  into  consideration  the  comparatively 
small  sum  asked,  when  compared  with  former 
sums  demanded  by  the  Mexican  Government?  1 
do  not  believe  iliey  can  hesitate  a  single  moment 
under  the  circumstances,  and  I  am  quite  confident 
that  the  appropriation  now  asked  to  carry  into 
efl'ect  the  provisions  of  ilhis  treaty  will  be  readily 
i  granted. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  am  about  to  make  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise;  but  before  doing  so,  I 
wish  to  make  a  single  remark.  I  have  listened 
with  great  pleasure  and  interest  to  the  speeches  of 
the  last  two  gentlemen  who  addressed  the  com- 
miiiee,  wherein  they  have  undertaken  to  show 
that  it  was  not  of  any  importance  that  this  House 
should  have  information  upon  the  subject  of  this 
treaty.  They  will  excuse  me  for  saying  that  I 
cannolconcur  with  them;  and  I  believe  this  House 
and  the  country  would  rather  have  ten  minutes 
perusal  of  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject, 
than  two  hourspeeches  from  thegentlemen  them- 
selves, eloquent  as  they  are.  1  now  move  that 
the  committee  rise. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  temporary  Chairman  of  the 
committee  [Mr.  Jones,  ofTennessee,]  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  under  consideration  ihestaleof  the 
Onion  generally,  and  particularly  bill  of  the  House 
(No.  405)  to  "  enable  the  President  of  ihe  Uniid 
States  to  carry  out  the  third  article  of  the  recent 
treaty  with  Mexico,"  and  had  come  to  no  resolu- 
tion thereon. 

Mr.    JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  House  thereupon   (at  ten  minutes  before 
eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  adjourned  to  to-rtiorrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  June  28,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Henrt  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Brown,  praying  compensation   for  services 
and  losses  in  the  war  of  1812;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SLI  DELL  presented  the  pelitinn  of  Gaston 
'  Turner  Kaoul,  of  Livingsinn,  Louisiana,  praying 
>  to  be  allowed  the  riehl  of  locating  a  floating  claim 
i  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  held  by 
him,  in  the  Greensburgh  district  of  Louisiana; 
I  which  was  referred  to  the  Comoiittee  on  Private 
I  Land  Claims. 
I     Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  peiiuoft  of  J.ane 


Gaston,  of  South  Carolina,  widow  of  Joseph  Gas- 
ton, prayin°;  that  the  invalid  pension  granted  to 
her  husband  in  his  life  time,  may  be  also  granted 
to  her;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  f^lainis. 

Mr  BRODHEAD  presenied  the  memorial  of 
Anne  S.  P.  Chf  w,  executrix  of  W.  W..Chew,  of 
Pennsylvania,  deceased,  praying  that  a  claim  for 
outfit  of  her  testator,  as  charge  d'afiiiires  to  Russia, 
preferred  by  him  during  hialit'etime,  may  be  allowed 
10  his  estate;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conimiltea 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

Ordrred,  Thai  Pliiiiens  Nifthlingale,  adinuiisilrainrof  \a- 
thiiiiU')  Gri-rtif ,  dcceabcd,  have  leuvo>  lo  wiUidraw  hiK  puli- 
uoii  and  p:ipers. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Abra- 
ham Culler,  praying  ihe  payment  of  a  balance  due 
htm  for  his  services  as  a  liruienani  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Prilain,  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  a 
pension  for  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  ft 
bill  fur  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
i  a  second  reading.  The  report  wils  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  sam^  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Gabriel  Denton,  pray- 
ing that  further  relief  may  be  extended  lo  the 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  submitted  an  adveraie 
report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
Clements,  Bryan  &.  Co.,  praying  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  rescinding  of  a  contract 
for  furnishing  supplies,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

PERSONAI,  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  PETTIT-.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  make  a  short  explanation, 
which  will  only  take  a  few  minutes,  in  reference 
to  the  publication  of  the  remarks  made  by  me  on 
last  Monday.  I  did  not  desire  to  proceed  to  the 
explanation  until  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
came  in,  as  he  is  somewhat  involved  in  it.  I  see 
he  is  now  in  his  seat,  and  I  shall  therefore  pro- 
ceed. 

It  will  be  recollected  thai  on  last  Monday  I 
made  some  remarks,  which  were  published  on 
Tuesday  morning  in  the  Globe,  in  which  I,  in 
terms  nol  very  complimentary,  spoke  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  having  publicly  avowed 
thai  he  disregarded  the  obligation  of  the  oath  he 
had  taken  to  support  the  Constitution.  In  those 
remarks  of  mine  I  find  the  following  words,  pub- 
lished as  a  re.sponse  from  that  Senator: 

o  Mr.  HuMNEA.  I  fisid  (  tPCDsnizcd  nn  nblijiatton  In  the 
CniisiliuiiuM  ni'  th«  Uiiitrd  Stales  lu  hiud  me  to  help  to 
reduce  a  iiion  to  slavery.'* 

Mr.  Pre.<<ident,  these  remarks  were  nol  made 
by  that  Senator  at  all  uuring  my  remarks.  If 
they  had  been  made  they  would  have  been  false, 
and  would  have  been  promptly  pronounced  so  by 
me. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  call  the 
Senator  to  order.  The  Senator  slates  with  regard 
10  myself  that  certain  remarks  attributed  lo  me 
there  were  not  made  by  me  at  that  time.  To 
thai,  I  reply  they  were  made. 

Mr.  PETTI'I .  I  will  prove  in  his  teeth  that 
it  is  what  I  have  stated — utterly  false. 

Several  Se!J.\tors.     Order  I  Order! 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  must  confine 
himself  wiiliin  the  rules  of  order. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Mr.  President,  I  charge  in 
this  place,  and  I  will  establish  it beforelsiidown, 
that  Ihe  Senator  did  not  make  those  remarks  upon 
this  floor,  but  that  he  went  to  the  reporter  of  Ihe 
Senate,  and  got  him  to  inierpolale  them  and  put 
them  in  afier  the  Senate  adjourned.  I  will  not 
leave  any  doubt  upon  thai  point,  fori  shall  clearly 
establish  it.  I  say,  further,  that  he  made  no  such 
remarks;  and  that  if  he  had  made  ihem,  they 
would  have  been  untrue,  and  I  should  have  re- 
plied to  them  promptly. 

Now,  sir,  before  proceeding  further,  let  me  say 
a  word  in  reference  lo  the  propriety  of  reports 
and  their  publication.  I  hold  (hat  no  Seuatorcan 
be  reported  unleaa  he  hu  the  :0eor.    Ue  miwt 
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Irst  be  recognizMl  by  the  Presiding  Officer.  The 
Boor  muRt  be  given  to  him  before  he  can  say  any- 
liing.  He  cannot,  in  fact,  speak  a  senatorial 
"'•peech,  or  titter  a  senatorial  word,  until  he  has 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  fnr  that  purpose.  How 
gnrbled  would  be,  your  reports,  if  a  Senator  was 
at  liberty  to  go  to  the  reporter  of  the  Senate, after 
remarks  were  made,  and  tell  him  that  "  here,  at 
this  point,  I  said  so-and-so;  I  pronounced  the 
speaker  as  uttering  a  falsehood ;  I  pronounced  him 
base;  I  pronounced  him  a  coward;  1  pronounced 
him  a  liar;"  and  all  that  should  be  published  the 
next  day  without  any  remark  in  response  to  it. 
I  say,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  parliamentary  fact 
and  usage,  the  Senator  could  not  have  uttered  the 
words.  He  had  not  the  floor  or.  any  occasion  for 
that  purpose  at  all. 

Sir,  an  instance  occurred  between  myself  and 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Seward,] 
which  may  illustrate  this  matter  very  well.  That 
Senator,  when  the  Nebraska  bill  was  returned  to 
tis  from  the  House,  during  the  course  of  bis  re- 
marks upon  it,  asked  me  (firecily,  whether  1  ex- 
pected, by  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise, 
that  there  would  be  a  better  law  and  a  better  policy 
established  for  the  Territories  of  Nebras-ka  and 
Kansas,  than  their  then  law?  That  Senator  gave 
me  the  lioor  to  reply.  He  took  his  seat;  he  de- 
sired to  have  me  answer.  I  got  up.  The  Presi- 
dent recognized  me.  The  Senator  yielded  me  the 
floor.  I  responded  to  him  in  words  which  I  rec- 
ollect distinctly,  and  which  he  recollects.  I  said, 
I  did  not  expect  they  would  get  a  better  law;  but 
that  I  did  believe  they  would  get  precisely  the 
same  law,  and  that  my  object  in  repealing  the  ex- 
isting law,  and  allowing  them  to  make  their  own, 
WHS  that  it  should  be  the  result  of  their  own  be- 
getting; that  it  would  come  from  their  own  loins, 
and  thev  would  love  and  cherish  it  as  the  father 
did  his  legitimate  offspring.  That  Senator,  not- 
withstanding I  had  the  floor,  and  had  the  right  to 
make  that  response,  saw  fit,  in  the  publication  of 
his  speech  to  leave  it  out  entirely.  I  made  no 
complaint.  The  Senator,  after  his  speech  was 
published,  came  and  mentioned  it  to  me.  I  should 
never  have  read  his  speech  to  see  whether  it  was 
publishetl  or  not.  It  was  possible  that  the  Sena- 
tor was  not  willing  that  my  reply  should  go  with 
his  question.  It  was  possible  that  he  was  unwill- 
ing the  historian  hereafter,  in  hunting  up  the  ree- 
orcl  of  his  life  and  actions,  should  find  my  name 
in  juxtaposition  with  his.  However  that  may 
be  on  his  part,  perhaps  I  should  be  as  reluctant 
(o  have  it  found  there  as  the  Senator  himself. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
the  floor? 

Mr.  PETTIT.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  called  upon  the  Senator  the 
next  day  after  the  publication  of  my  remarks,  and 
explained  to  him  that  the  report  was  deficient  in 
the  omission  of  his  remarks,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  report  was  printed  from  my  own  notes  of  the 
•peech,  and  not  from  those  of  the  reporter.  I 
explained  the  case  to  him  briefly,  and  told  him 
that,  if  he  desired,  I  would  have  his  remarks  in- 
ceried. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Certainty  the  Senator  said  all 
that;  and  I  said  to  him  that  it  was  wholly  imma- 
terial; but  there  wosan  instance  where  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator,  who  was  called  to  the  floor,  and 
who  had  it  legitimately,  were  left  out  of  the  pub- 
lished official  proceedings;  but,  sir,  this  is  a  dif- 
ferent case.  This  is  a  case  of  putting  in  that  which 
was  not  uttered  upon  the  floor,  and  that  which 
would  have  been  untrue  if  it  had  been  so  uttered; 
and  I  will  establish  it. 

But  in  laying  out  the  premises,  I  have  a  further 
complaint  to  make.  I  went  to  the  printing  office 
to  see  the  first  impression,  the  proof  sheet  as  it  is 
called,  of  the  remarks  which  I  made.  I  went  at 
a  late  hour.  It  whs  about  eleven  o'clock  at 
night.  They  were  furnished  me  at  the  office  of 
the  Globe.  I  took  them  to  my  room,  promising 
to  return  them  by  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
.  On  reading  them  over,  I  was  never  more  surprised 
in  my  life  than  I  was  to  find  in  my  speech  the 
remarks  which  I  hove  read,  as  purporting  to  come 
from  the  Senator  from  MaaeachuseliB,  ond  to 
which  I  made  no  response.  Tcould  make  no 
response,  for  I  did  not  hear  them.  I  could  make 
none,  because  they  were  not  uttered.  I  took  my 
pen  and  struck  them  out  entirely.  I  said  tliey 
were  never  uitereil,  that  they  fnrmed  no  part  of 
^e  proeeUings  during  my  remarks  upon  that  day. 


I  carried  them  back  at  one  o'clock  that  night,  with 
a  witness  with  me,  to  the  printing  office.  I  told 
the  foreman  of  the  official  printer  of  the  reports  of 
the  Senate  that  they  formed  no  part  of  the  Senate 
proceedings  whilst  I  was  making  my  remarks, 
and  that  they  should  not  be  published.  Despite  of 
that,  I  see  that  your  official  reporter  has  reinstated 
them;  remarks  which  were  never  made,  and  which 
the  Senator  who  was  speaking  at  that  time  for- 
bade to  be  published.  So  far  I  have  a  complaint 
against  the  official  reporter.  It  is  not  personal 
against  Mr.  Rives,  for  although  I  saw  him  when 
1  got  the  first  impression  1  did  not  see  him  when 
I  returned  it,  but  his  foreman  was  there.  I  do 
not  know  his  name,  and  I  do  nut  know  that  I 
should  recognize  him  if  I  were  to  see  him  again; 
but  such  is  the  fkcl.  A  gentleman  of  this  city 
was  with  meat  the  time. 

Sir,  i  have  said  that  these  remarks  were  not 
made  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  that 
they  could  not  be  made  technically  when  the  Sen- 
ator was  in  his  seat.  He  could  not  speak  without 
rising  and  addressing  the  President  of  the  body; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  were  not  made,  as  I 
will  establish  now.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  read 
what  I  WHS  saying  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
Here  is  what  I  was  saying: 

"lack  th«l  Seiialor— ymi,  wlio  to-dsjr  hsve •lultlfleil 
youriaeif^you  who  have  fiaiil  that  the  •nlemn  oath  which 
you  look  St  itiat  eland,  adiiiiiiiiitfrpd  hy  Itm  Pretiidenl  nf 
Ulis  biidy  upon  the  holy  KvHiigeli>tii  of  (Jod,  kistting  Ihe 
book,  givinji  seal  and  sniidion  In  your  afseveralion — you,  j 
who  have  caid  lo  day  lliut  you  would  spit  upou  that  oalh, 
would  disregard  iuutiligauonii " 

Then,  accerding  to  the^'report,  the  Senator 
broke  in  with  the  exclamation  "  Never!  never!" 
I  suppose  this  meant  that  he  did  not  say  techni- 
cally what  I  attributed  lo  him,  that  he  would  spit 
upon  his  oath  and  the  Constitution.  Then  i  pro- 
ceeded thus: 

"  You.  who  denied  il;  denied  In  power  to  bind  you;  you, 
who  9aid  you  would  not  maihiaiii  the  Coiialituliou  of  file 
United  Suies " 

According  to  the  report,  at  this  point  comes  in 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  thus: 

"  !Vfr.  Sumner.  I  f*aid  I  recognized  no  obligation  in  Ihe 
Conslitutioii  ot  the  United  Slates  lo  bind  Qie  lo  lielp  lo  re- 
duce a  man  lo  slavery." 

By  my  remarks  which  immediately  follow,  it 
will  be  seen  thst  I  did  not  answer  this.  Why.' 
Because  no  such  thing  was  uttered.  I  went  on  to 
say: 

"  Mr.  PsTTTT.  I  ask  you,  do  yoa  claim  to  b«  the  eqati 
of  your  revolulionary  sires? 

<<The  Prks^oinu  i^rricicR.  The  Senator  must  addreiM 
Ifae  Chair,  not  llie  i^eiialor  I'roni  .Ma-isachuselts." 

Thus  you  see,  sir,  I  went  on  without  paying 
the  least  attention  to  the  alleged  denial  of  the  Sen- 
ator. Now,  I  wish  to  turn  to  what  was  said  while 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  speaking, 
and  we  shall  see  that  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts said  no  such  thing,  and  that  if  he  had  said  it 
whilst  I  was  speaking,  il  would  have  been  untrue. 
He  did  not  say  it  at  all,  and  I  had  no  opportunity 
to  respond  to  it.    Now,  let  us  turn  lo  what  did  take 

I  place  whilst  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was 
speaking.  Hesaid  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts 
proposed  to  repeal  the  fugitive  slave  law,  ond  he 
wished  to  know  whether  they  would  send  back 
fugitives  slaves,  under  the  provision  of  the  Cun- 
siitution,  if  that  law  were  repealed.  Here  is  the 
report,  as  published: 

"Would  Iheyseiid  rugitivea  bncklo  uaarter  trial  by  Jury, 
or  any  other  mode?    Will  ihis  tionorable  Senaiur  [Mr. 
Summer}  tell  nie  that  he  wilt  do  it  ? 
**  Mr.  HuMNRR.     Does  the  honorable  Rennlnr  aak  me  if 

I  I  would  personally  join  in  sending  a  fellow  man  inlo  bond- 
«ge." 

'  Mark,  that  even  if  this  is  not  an  interpolation 
by  his  order  to  the  reporter,  it  is  not  a  quesiion 
put  by  Ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  but  it  is 
a  quesiion  put  to  himself  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts.  There  is  no  response.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  does   not  say  that  he 

'  asked  that  tiuestion,  but  what  then  doe"  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  say  ?  "  Is  thy  servant 
a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing."  Sir,  the 
history  of  Hazael  may  well  have  been  applied  to 
the  man  who  uttered  these  words,  for  he  proved 
himself  to  be  a  dog.  The  prophet — the  msn  of 
God  told  Hszsel  that  he  should  be  the  miu-derer 
of  his  master  the  king  of  Syria;  that  he  should 
oppress  and  persecute  the  Jews;  that  he  should 
slay  and  destroy  them; thai  he  should  pultodeaih 

II  iheir  men,  women,  and  children.     Then   it  was 
'1  that  Haxael  sud  "  ia  thy  atrvont  a  dug  thai  hs 


should  do  this  thing."  But  the  very  next  day 
he  showed  himself-tobe  thatdot.  The  very  next 
day  he  falsified  what  the  prophet  had  said.  After 
the  king  asked  him  what  had  the  man  of  God 
replied  to  the  query, as  to  whether  he  should  recover 
his  health,  he  lyingly  told  him  that  the  prophet 
had-«aid  he  should  surely  recover  ond  not  die. 
Sir,  the  words  of  Hazael  used  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  as  classic,  came  from  Hazael  the 
murderer,  the  ingrale,  the  usurper.  On  the  very 
next  day  the  Senator's  prototype  smothered  bia 
master,  the  king,  with  a  wet  blanket,  put  him  to 
death,  ascended  the  throne,  and  spread  bloodshed 
and  destruction  throughout  the  land.  Sir,  the 
Senator's  response  was  very  illy  chosen. 

But  what  further  is  there  In  this?  Immediately 
after  the  slatement  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  wentoo, 
and  the  report  thus  proceeds: 

".Mr.  Butler.  These  are  ihc  prettiest  »peeche«  tliati 
ever  heard.  [Laughter.  J  He  has  ihcm  lumert  riown  in  a 
book  hy  liim,  I  b^'lieve,  and  he  ha-  ihein  bo  .  I    _  ■  ' 

that  I  cannol  reply  lolheni.  [LauBbler.]  Tli' 
cale  for  my  use.  J^ciiewed  lau({luer.]  Tli'  > 
lliing"  :  made  in  a  lacinry  <if  rheloric  somn\ 
liarah'ijte.  Bui,  I  Itiusi  be  perniilted  lo  s«>. 
nile  texture.  Now,  whal^oes  he  mean  by  : 
his  not  being  a  dog?  [t^nnlinued  Inughler.j  ^i  nat  ri;u 
Ui»l  to  do  wilh  the  Conslilnlion,  or  liie  con«tilultonpt«bli- 

falions  ofa  Stale  ?  [Laughter  ]  Well.  "ir.  Il  »«•  a  hetun 
ul  seiilimeni,  no  doubt,  as  he  Ihou;:'  r'laps  be 

imagined  he  expressed  il  wilh  Ueni  ■jpuieai 

and  t-lnqueiice.  [Laiifjhier.  ]  1  asked  h.  ■:  would 

execute  the  Con».lllulinn  oi  the  United  >rai.-s  «i:lioutaiiy 

fugitive  slave  law,  and  he  answered  nie,  is  he  a  dog 

"  Mr.  »exHER.  The  Senator  xMied  me  if  I  would  help 
to  reduce  a  I'ellow  man  lo  Ujiidage  ?     I  an&wercd  htm.  '^ 

Now,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  asked 
no  such  question.  No  such  question  was  put  by 
him.  He  asked  the  Senator  from  Massachuseiis 
whether  he  would  abide  by  the  Constitution,  and 
return  the  man  already  a  slave.  He  did  not  speak 
of  reducing  a  man  to  slovery.  There  is  no  man 
in  the  country  North  or  South  who  could  be  got 
to  reduce  a  fellow-being,  who  is  not  a  slave,  to  sla- 
very or  bondage.  There  is  no  one  for  whom  I  would 
have  0  greater  contempt  than  he  who  would  seek 
to  reduce  a  man  from  the  condition  of  freedom  to 
the  condition  of  slovery.  But  that  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  controlling  a  man  wHo  is  already 
so  reduced,  and  is  already  a  slave.  But  we  find 
that  immediately  after  the  Senator  from  Masai- 
chuseits  made  this  statement,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  thus  proceeded: 

"  Mr.  Butler.  Then  you  would  not  ober  the  Coastltll- 
tion.     Sir,  [lurning  to  Mr.  Sumner, J  -  ••  before 

this  tribunal,  where  you  swore  lo  sup,  :ise  and 

Itdl  me  thai  you  regatd  il  Ihe  office  '  utorceiL 

Yiiu  stand  in  my  presence,  as  a  coequal  ^ro^iur,  and  tell 
me  ihai  it  is  a  dog's  olBce  lu  execute  the  Consiiinuoa  of  lbs 
United  Slates  ? 

"Mr.  Pratt.    Which  he  has  sworn  to  support. 

"  Mr.  Summer.     1  recognize  no  sucb  obligauon." 

That  is  the  languoge:  "I  recognize  no  such 
obligation."  What  obligation  ?  Why,  sir,  the 
Constitution  and  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  to 
support  that  instrument.  At  the  point  where  the 
inierpolation  of  which  I  complain  comes  in  my  re- 
marks, I  am  using  no  smooth  or  honeyed  terms, 
I  confess,  in  reference  to  the  Senator,  for  I  admit 
it  was  the  most  abhorrent  thing  1  had  ever  heard 
in  or  out  of  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the  Gov- 
ern-nent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  obligauooa 
ofiis  officers  under  it.  What,  sir,  are  Senaton 
in.high  official  position  to  pubhcly  declare  that 
they  disregard  the  Constitution  and  the  oath  they 
have  token  to  support  it  ?  Suppose  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  should  make  that  declaration, 
how  soon  would  the  other  House  present  arucles 
of  impeachment  against  him,  and  how  promptly 
would  this  Senate  pronounce  judgment  of  expal- 
sion  or  removal  from  office  against  him  ?  What 
is  the  consequence  ?  If  the  President,  his  Cabinet, 
your  militory  commanders,  Ihe  judges  of  your 
courts,  your  Senators  and  Representativea,  may 
repudiate  the  obligation  lo  perform  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution,  all  is  chaos,  all  is  wild- 
ness;  and  so  for  from  the  Government  being  stable, 
in  which  the  rights  of  individuals  Are  fixed  and 
chaotic  secure,  it  is  a  mass  of  confusion,  with- 
out form,  unshapely,  ond  uncomely.  All  the  hor- 
rors of  anarchy  and  civil  war  must  neoeaaarily 
ensue. 

No  annunciation,  therefore,  could  have  greeted 
my  ears  so  harshly  as  to  hear  a  fellow-Senator 
say  that  he  disregarded  the  obligation  of  his  oalh 
to  support  the  Coiistituliouof  his  country.  Thee, 
after  my  making  this  statement,  cacie  in  lb*  aliitc«i 
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remark  of  his.  Thus  he  took  tny  speech  and  nllered 
it  in  the  hands  ofthe  reporter,  after  it  wus  written 
down,  and  he  put  in  whatever  he  pleased.  The 
Senator  said  he  called  me  to  order  because  he  did 
use  those  words.  I  say  he  did  not,  and  I  will 
prove  it.  It  is  never  worth  while  to  go  to  war 
until  you  have  the  guns  loaded.  I  have  the  Paix- 
hnns  charged. 

Mr.  President,  I  need  not  repeat  that  the  Sena- 
tor had  not  the  floor,  and  therefore  could  not  have 
used  the  words;  and  if  he  said  them  in  an  under 
tone,  they  had  no  right  to  go  in  the  report  at  all. 
How  was  I  to  answer  them  ?  He  might  have 
said  anything  else,  ever  so  otTensive  to  me,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  with  the  same  propriety  that 
he  claims  to  have  said  this.  But  I  have  said  he 
did  not  use  the  words  in  point  of  fact,  and  I  now 
proceed  to  prove  it.  Not  only  did  I  not  hear 
them,  not  only  had  he  no  right  to  utter  them,  but 
he,  in  fact,  did  not  utter  them,  as  I  will  show. 

This  morning  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  reporter, 
Mr.  Sutton,  asking  him  whether  these  remarks 
were  in  the  report  when  I  had  concluded  my 
speech — whether  they  were  in  the  stenographic 
notes — whether  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
did  not  go  to  him,  after  the  adjournment  of  ihe 
Senate — for  it  will  be  recollected  that  immediately 
upon  ihe  conclusion  of  my  remarks  the  Senate 
adjourned,  the  only  intervening  business  being 
the  obtaining  of  the  floor  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Dixo.v.]  I  asked  him  whether 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  did  not  go  to  him 
and  have  those  words  interpolated,  or  have  what 
he  is  reported  to  have  said,  altered  and  changed. 
I  have  Mr.  Sutton's  letter  in  reply,  dated  this 
morning,  addressed  to  me,  and  1  will  read  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Senator: 

"  In  answer  to  the  (Mfvcral  inquirieii  in  your  note  of  this 
mnrningN  dote,  1  beg  in  stale  tliat  the  wnrdH  reporteil 
to  liavt;  h«fn  dfliviirt'il  by  Mr.  Sumser,  ']  s:ti(l  I  recog 
niKPd  no  nblientifiii  in  the  Conitlilulioii  nl'llie  (Tinted  Slate!) 
to  bind  me  to  lielp  to  reduce  a  man  to  slavery,'  were  not 
in  Ihe  sliorl-hand  notea  of  llial  day's  debate." 

They  were  not  in  the  notes.  He  says,  "  Mr. 
Summer  called  upon  me  after  the  adjournment." 
What  right  had  he  to  call  on  the  reporter,  and 
interpolate  into  my  remarks  things  which  he  did 
not  say — things  that  should  have  been  promptly 
answered,  and  would 'have  been  by  me  promptly 
denied,  as  not  containing  the  truth.'  He  went 
and  called  on  the  reporter  after  the  Senate  ad- 
journed, and  told  him  to  insert  this,  as  being  what 
nesaid.  It  was  false,  because  he  could  not  have 
raid  it.  It  was  false,  because  he  did  not  aay  it. 
Mr.  Sutton's  note  proceeds: 

"  Mr.  Sumner  called  upon  me  after  tlin  adjnumm^l 
to  rpvisn  the  remarks  lie  tiad  delivered,  wliicti  is  a  right 
reserved  to  Senators." 

The  words  are,  "  revise  the  remarks  he  deliv- 
ered." I  say  he  had  delivered  no  remarks.  He 
had  not  the  floor,  and  could  have  made  no  sen- 
atorial remarks.  He  had  not  the  floor  to  make 
any  remarks,  and  therefore  had  none  to  revise; 
but  his  uliject  designedly  was  to  put  me  in  the 
position  of  not  contradicting  that  statement,  which 
was  entirely  the  reverse  of  what  I  was  saying. 
He  went  to  revise  his  remarks.  I  went  to  the 
oflicial  printer's  to  revise  my  remarks,  and  I  said 
distinctly  that  the  alleged  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  were  not  made.  I  took  a 
pen  and  blotted  them  entirely  out,  as  falsehood 
oiightal  waysto  be  blotted  out;  and  yet  the  printer 
reinstated  them.  Such  a  course  of  conduct  will 
not  do  in  an  oflicial  printer,  or  in  his  subalterns. 
The  letter  goes  on: 

"  As  the  notes  bad  been  transcribed,  and  the  transcript 
■em  to  the  prinlinn  nliiec,  at  his  request  the  shot t  baud 
notaa  were  read  toibim,  and  be  dictated  Ihe  changed  I'otin 
in  which  they  appear." 

He  dicJaied  tl>€  changed  form  !  Did  he  utter 
these  worils^  He  cannot  get  even  a  reporter  to 
■ay  thot  he  used  them  in  ever  so  silent  a  tone. 

"  He  dictated  the  changed  form  in  which  they  appear. 
As  orijinally  wriiten,  tliiii  pan  of  your  speeeb  and  Mr. 
Sdm.ner'h  observations  stood  thug." 

His  observations  had  no  right  in  the  debate,  for 
had  he  not  the  floor  to  make  them.  But  the  re- 
porter f-nys  that,  as  written  out  originally,  they 
"stood  thus:" 

**  I  ask  that  Senator — you,  who  to-day  iinve  siultiflpd 
yoursell'— you,  who  have  said  thai  Ihe  solemn  oath  which 
you  took  alltie  stand,  adniimstered  tiy  the  President  or  this 
body  upon  thelioly  Rtanselists  of  God,  lii.«siiig  the  boolt, 
Blviiig  seal  and  sanction  to  your  asst-vcrntions — yon,  who 
have  said  'o  day  ihai  you  would  spit  upuu  that  ikUIi,  would 
dltregaid  its  obligaUons— - 


*<Mr.  SuMSRR.    Never  I  never! 

"  .Mr.  I'l-ttit.  You  who  denied  it;  you  who  denied  its 
power  to  hind  yoii ;  you.  who  said  yon  would  not  maintain 
the  Constitution  ofthe  LJmted  Stale*. 

'^Mr-  StJHNSR.  I  said  1  never  would  surrender  a  fugi- 
tive slave." 

Thus  it  seems  tmK  as  the  Senator's  alleged 
remark  stood  in  the  reporter's  notee,  it  was  "  I 
said  I  never  would  surrender  a  fugitive  slave." 
Is  that  what  he  has  interpolated  here.-  Even  if 
that  had  stood,  he  had  no  right  to  have  that  in- 
serted. I  did  not  yield  him  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  that.  He  was  not  on  the  floor. 
He  could  not  have  uttered  those  words  sena- 
torially.  But  are  those  words  the  same  as  pub- 
lished.' How  changed  is  the  whole  of  it  ?  Who 
asked  that  Senator,  what  man  from  the  North  or 
the  South  asked  hitn,  or  any  other  Senator,  to 
reduce  a  man  to  slavery .'  No  one.  His  remark, 
as  interpolated  in  my  speech,  in  violation  of  all 
propriety,  courtesy,  and  truth,  reads  thus: 

**  Mr.  SoHNKR.  I  said  I  recognized  no  obligation  in  Ihe 
Constitution  of  the  United  iStates  to  bind  me  to  help  to 
reduce  a  man  to  slavery." 

The  original  notes,  as  taken  down,  were: 

'*  1  said  I  never  would  surrender  a  fugitive  slave." 

It  is  evident,  from  my  remarks,  which  imme- 
diately follow,  that  I  did  not  hear  this  at  all,  and 
that,  therefore,  these  words  were  not  spoken  sen- 
atorially.  The  report  goes  on,  immediately  after 
these  words,  to  say: 

"  Mr.  Pettit.  I  ask  you,  do  you  claim  to  be  the  equal 
of  your  revolutionary  sires  ?  " 

This  runs  on  in  connection  with  what  I  was 
saying  without  interpolation  of  any  kind,  original 
or  suppositious.     Then  we  fihd  this: 

*'The  PResiDiMo  OPFtcicR.  The  Senator  must  address 
the  Chair,  and  not  the  Sennlor  from  Masiiarhuselts. 

*'  Mr.  Pettit.  I  ask  the  Chair,  then,  whether  the  Sen- 
ator from  MassachuseltH,  with  ttlis  odium  on  bis  lips,  is  the 
equal  uf  his  revolutionary  si[e>."' 

Of  course,  I  meant  the  odium  of  his  having 
said,  in  his  response  to  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  he  disregarded  all  suchobligaiionsaa 
maintaining  the  Constitution  which  he  ha^  sworn 
here  to  support.  He  said,  directly  and  emphatic- 
ally, that  he  disregarded  all  such  obligations. 
Then,  as  i  have  said,  after  my  speech  was  over, 
and  after  we  had  adjourned,  hesent  to  the  reporter 
and  interpolated  what  he  did  not  say,  and  what 
he  could  not  say,  and  what  I  have  shown  he  did 
not  say  in  any  form  or  in  any  manner  whatever. 

Now,  sir,  how  a  man  can  reconcile  such  a  course 
to  his  own  sense  of  propriety,  if  he  have  any  sense 
of  propriety  left,  1  do  not  know.  I  leave  that 
Senator  to  reconcile  it.  I  only  say,  that  if  he  ut- 
tered any  such  words,  I  should  have  promptly 
said  then,  as  I  say  now,  that  he  did  not  make  any 
such  response  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  did  say  what  I  was  charging 
him  with,  and  what  the  report  shows  he  did 
directly  say — that  he  disregarded  ihe  obligation. 

A  few  words  now,  sir,  before  I  sit  down,  in 
reference  to  the  rights  of  Senators  to  have  the 
control  of  that  which  is  to  be  printed  as  theirs. 
The  resolution  employing  the  Senate  oflficlal  re- 
porter secures  to  each  Senator,  expressly,  the  right 
of  revising  his  own  remarks — his  own  speech.  For 
that  purpose  I  went  to  the  printing  oflice.  For 
that  purpose  I  was  courteously  presented,  Mr. 
Rives  himself  being  there,  with  the  first  impres- 
sion of  my  remarks.  I  took  them  to  my  room, 
and,  as  1  have  said,  was  utterly  surprised  to  find 
that  any  such  thing  was  reported  in  connection 
with  them  I  pronounced  it  false.  1  took  the 
sheet  back  to  the  olfice  with  that  interruption 
utterly  obliterated,  saying  it  was  false,  and  should 
not  be  published  with  my  remarks,  cutting  my 
speech  entirely  in  two,  and  inserting  that  which 
did  not  and  could  not  have  taken  place  at  all.  In 
violation  of  that,  the  employee  of  the  oflicial  re- 
porter and  printer  of  the  debates  reinstated  those 
remarks,  and  published  them  in  all  their  obnox- 
ious form.  It  is  time  that  the  Senate  inquired  into 
this  matter.  We  must  know  whether  we  do,  or 
do  notcontrolour  remarks,  or  whether  the  caprice 
of  a  man  who  may  be  temporarily  employeil  in  that 
oflice  is  to  determine  what  is  to  be  put  into  a  Sen- 
ator's speech.  As  well  nriighl  the  printer  have 
inseried  that  that  Senator  snid  I  was  a  liar,  that 
I  falsified  the  truth,  that  I  was  not  In  be  believed, 
that  1  was  traducing  or  abusing  him,oranvother 
oflensive  words,  as  to  have  inserted  what  1  have 
alluded  to.    The  words  were  not  uttered;  tiiey 


could  not  have  been  uttered  in  form  or  in  fact,  of 
that  I  informed  the  printer;  but  despite  of  that 
notice,  he  has  put  them  in.  Sir,  it  is  time  some 
step  were  taken  to  know  what  is  to  go  into  our 
oflicial  reports.  Is  every  side-bar,  or  undertone 
remork  which  may  be  made  here,  to  be  inserted  ? 
Shall  I  find  published  to-morrow  morning,  with 
these  few  desultory  remarks  of  mine,  statements 
of  that  or  any  other  Senator  disrespectful,  con- 
tradictory,  abusive,  or  anything  else.'  Shall  any 
Senator  go  to-night  to  the  oflicial  reporter,  and 
tell  him  thkt  during  my  remarks  he  said  so  and 
so,  which  would  have  been  the  grossest  indignity 
and  insult  to  me?  Is  what  he  so  tells  the  reporter 
he  said,  to  be  printed  with  my  remarks,  not  by 
mistake,  but  after  they  have  been  stricken  out  and 
obliterated  by  me,  and  their  publication  positively 
forbidden  ?  Is  he  to  publish  them  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ?  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
can  alter  his  own  speeches,  but  cannot  touch  mine. 
Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  un- 
dertake to  determine  the  proper  rule  for  the  re- 
porters, but  I  content  myself  with  simply  repeating 
that  the  remarks  in  question  were  made  by  me 
substantially  as  reported.  On  calling  upon  the 
reporter  with  the  notes  ofthe  speech  delivered  by 
me  in  the  Sehate  on  that  day,  he  read  to  me,  at 
my  request,  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Butler.]  so  far  as 
they  especially  related  to  me,  and  also  my  inter- 
ruptions of  those  remarks.  I  had  not  supposed 
that  anything  from  nie  during  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  would  find  a  place  in  there- 
port;  but  the  reporter  himself  kindly  volunteered 
to  say  that  he  had,  in  his  report,  notes  of  some- 
thing that  I  said  during  the  speech  of  that  Sena- 
tor. "Read  them,  then,"  said  1.  He  did  so. 
The  first  was  the  exclamation  "  Never !  nev- 
er!" in  reply  to  one  of  the  charjes  of  the  Senator. 
The  second  was  still  another  and  larger  inter- 
ruption, which  being  read,  I  said  to  the  reporter, 
"  These  remarks  were  made  from  my  seat,  and  I 
did  not  suppose  that  they  reached  your  ear.  The 
latter  remark  is  not  taken  down  precisely  as  it  fell 
from  me.  It  was  substantially  as  follows."  And 
with  his  pencil  he  wrote  down  what  I  ihen  said, 
and  I  left  him.  That  is  the  last  I  sow  of  the  re- 
porter in  connection  with  this  affair.  I  did  not 
seethe  remarks  in  print  until  I  read  them  in  the 
Globe,  nor  did  I  express  to  the  reporter  or  printer 
any  further  request  with  reference  to  them.  The 
Senator  says  he  told  the  printer  not'lo  publish 
them;  and  that,  notwithstanding  this  injunction, 
they  afterwards  appeared.  Of  that  I  know  noth- 
ing. With  regard  to  all  else  that  has  fallen  from 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

SURVEYS  IN  ALABAMA. 

The  joint  resolution  ofthe  House  of  Represent- 
atives directing  the  connection  of  the  public  sur- 
veys in  Alnbntna  with  the  boundary  line  between 
the  State  of  Alabama  and  Florida,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  FITZPATRICK.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider that  joint  resolution  now.  It  is  to  permit  a 
small  survey  in  my  State,  to  connect  with  the 
Florida  line,  which  cannot  now  be  done,  because 
there  is  no  surveyor  general  in  my  .State.  The  bill 
was  prepared  by  the  Department,  and  passed  the 
House  without  opposition.  1  do  not  think  it  will 
be  necessary  to  refer  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
joint  resolution. 

It  proposes  to  resolve  that  the  connection  of  the 
public  surveys  in  Alabama  with  the  boundary  line 
of  the  Stales  of  Alabama  and  Florida,  shall  be 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Land 
Oflice,  and  shall  be  executed  as  early  as  practic- 
able. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

E.VROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  McKeak,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  fol- 
lowing enrolled  bill.s: 

A  bill  confirming -certain  land  claims  in  Louisi- 
ana, in  the  Bastrop  grant; 

A  bill  to  reimburse  the  Common  Council  of  tha 
city  of  New  York,  for  expenditures  mide  for  the 
first  regiment  of  New  Voi  k  volunteer.';; 

A  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Priscilla  C.  Simondsi 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zadoc  C.  Inghmm; 
A  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Llewellyn  Washington; 
Dd 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moaes  Olmatead. 

RAILROAD  IK  MINNESOTA. 
Mr.  STUART.     1   move  to  dispense  with  the 
prior  orders,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
louse  of  Repreisentativea  "  to  aid  the  Territory 
Minnesota  in    ihe  construction  of  a  railroad 
herein."     The   Deles;aie  fnim  that  Territory  is 
xceedingly  anxious   that  the  bill  shojild  be  dis- 
posed of,  in  order  that  the  interests  of  that  Terri- 
ory  may  not  sufTrr. 

Mr.  JON  E3,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  from 
Ceniucky  [Mr.  Dixon]  had  the  floor  yesterday 
gpon  another  subject,  and  he  came  here  Uien  pre- 
ared  to  apeak,  but,  in  deference  lo  what  seemed  to 
fce  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  he  gener- 
Iciusly  yielded  the  d>>or.  I  submit  totheiionor- 
ble  Senator  from  Michigan  now  that  it  would  be 
Btijust  to  iinpiise  on  that  Senator  another  post- 
onemenl  to-day.  I  think  courtesy  lo  him,  as 
veil  aa  the  usual  form  of  iraniinctin;:  the  business 
|>f  the  Senate,  requires  that  we  should  take  up  the 
nfiuiahed  business,  and  hear  him  on  that  sulject. 
Iiope,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  nolrlake  up  this 
bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     I  desire  to  offer  a  resolution 
vhich  c^n  take  but  a  moment,  and  I  ask  ihe  con- 
ent  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan   to  allow  me 
1^  Bubniti  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.     The  consideration  of 

^bis  bill  will  not  take  as  much  time  as  the  reading 

»f  that  reaolulion,  1  care  not   what  it  is.     This 

lill,  or  one  similar  to  it,  passed  the  Senate  some 

Etime  ago,  and  was  sent  to  the  Hou-e.   The  House 

baa  pafsed  the  same  bill  with  aslighlameodment, 

Fm  a  House  bill,  and  sent   it  to  us.     It  will  not 

Keoneume  five  seconds,  unless  there  be  objection  to 

Tit,  and  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  objection,  be- 

ause  we  have  passed  twenty  bills  of  the  same 

character  at  this  session.     1  hope  the  Senate  will 

ike  up  and  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  During  the  morning  buai- 
Ifess,  resolutions  are  in  order,  and,  therefore,  I 
ubmit  that  the  resolution  which  I  wish  to  offer 
ught  to  have  priority.  I  have  no  objection  at  all 
>  taking  up  the  Senator's  bill. 
Mr.  S  ruART.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  the 
bill  to  be  taken  up,  I  will  consent,  with  great 
pleasure,  that  his  resolution  shall  then  be  disposed 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart  was  agreed  to;  and 
he  Senate,  oh  in  Cominiiiee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
receded  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  GEYER.  I  think  it  is  unnecessary  to 
^consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading  the  bill, 
.''for  it  is  in  the  usual  form. 

"'.  Mr.  STUART.  It  is  in  the  usual  form  of  all 
the  railroad  bills  which  have  been  passed  at  this 
"e'sion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  prefer  to  have  the  bill  read. 

It  ceriainly  is  not  in   the  same  form  as  the  other 

nils  which  the  Senate  have  passed.    These  only 

allowed  lands  nine  miles  back  from  the  line  of  the 

toad  to  betaken,  but  this,  I  understand,  allows  a 

?telection  at  any  distance. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    No,  sir,  only  fifteeii 
[tiles  back. 
The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  bill. 
Its  object  is  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
Froad  from  the  southern   line  of  the  Territory  of 
^Minnesota,  commencing  at  a  [mint  between  town- 
ship ranges  nine  and   seventeen,  by  way  of  St, 
Paul,  to  the  eastern  line  of  the  Territory,  lu  the  di- 
Ijeciion  of  Lake  Superior     For  this  purpose  it  pro 
I  jjnses  to  grant  to  the  Territory  every  alternate  sec- 
|lion  of  public  land,  designated  by  odd  numbers, 
for  aix  sections  in  widih,  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
if,  when  the  route  is  definitely  fixed,  it  shall  appear 
[""that  the  United  States  have  sold  any  section,  or 
.part  of  a  section  thus  granted,  or  that  the  right 
.  of  preemption  has  attached  to  it,  the  proper  terri- 
'torinl  authorities    may    select,   in  alternate   sec- 
'.  jlinns,  nearest  to  the  tier  of  sections  granted,  but 
fWithin   fifteen  mile.1  from    the   road    line,    londs 
hcqual   to  those  sold,  and  to  which    preemption 
^righle  have  attached.     The  lands  granted  are  to 
•be  exrUisively  applird  in  the  construclion  of  the 
Tdroad  desi<;naied,  and   are  to   be  disposed  of  only 
ras  ihe  road  progresses.     All  lands  along  the  route 
r.  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  Slates  by  com- 
petent authority,  are  exempted  from  tha  opera- 


tion of  the  bill,  except  that  the  right  of  way  is 
granted  over  such  lands  where  it  may  be  neces- 


sary. 

The  lands  reserved  to  the  United  Slates  within 
six  miles  of  each  side  of  the  road,  are  not  to  be 
sold  for  less  than  double  ih^Proinimum  price,  nor 
are  they  to  be  subject  to  private  entry  until  fiist 
offered  at  public  sale  at  the  increased  price.  The 
lands  granted  are  to  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  and  are  not 
to  inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  company  heretofore 
organized.  The  railroad  when  built  is  to  be  a 
public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 
Government,  free  from  toll  or  charge  on  the  trans- 
portation of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United 
States.  The  united  States  mail  is  to  be  trans- 
ported over  it  at  such  price  as  Congress  may 
direct,  but  until  the  price  is  fixed  by  law,  the 
Postmasier  Geneial  is  to  determine  it. 

No  title  is  to  vest  in  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota, nor  is  any  patent  to  issue,  for  the  lands 
granted,  until  a  conlinuoua  length  of  twenty  miles 
of  road  shall  be  completed  through  the  lands 
granted.  Then  a  patent  shall  issue  fur  a  quantity 
of  land  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty 
sections,  included  within  a  continuous  length  of 
twenty  miles,  and  so  on  at  the  completion  of  each 
additional  twenty  miles;  but  if  the  road  be  not 
completed  within  ten  years,  no  further  sale  is  to  he 
made,  and  the  land  unsold  is  to  revert  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  s 
third  time,  and  passed. 

I  FUGITIVE   SLAVE  LAW. 

I      Mr.  BADGER.     I  call  for  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness. 

The  PRESI  DENT.  It  is  the  petition  of  men  of 
Boston,  Massachusects,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
Ihe  fugitive  slave  law.  The  pending  question  is 
on  the  motion  made  lo  refer  the  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  -HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  forward  business 
as  much  as  is  within  the  compass  of  my  power; 
and  presuming  that  next  Saturday  will  be  a  leisure 
day  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  adjourning 
over  Saturday,  1  desire  to  give  notice  that  I  will 
on  that  day,  in  my  place,  make  a  personal  expla- 
I  nation.  I  make  the  announcement  in  order  lliat 
theSenate  may,  if  it  pleases,  notadjourn  over  that 
day. 

Mr.BRODHEAD.   I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry 

of  the  Chair.     The  floor  was  assigned  to  me  upon 

I  the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed  by  the  President  of 

!  the  United  States,  at  some  time  last  week,  I  be- 

j  lieve  before  this  petition  from  men  of  Boston  was 

presented.     I  wish  to  know  whether  this  petition 

has  precedence  of  that  bill? 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  petition  takes  pre- 
cedence durins  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  BllODHEAU.  1  do  not  wish  to  throw 
any  obslrueiion  in  the  way  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  but  I  desire  to  say  to  him, 
and  to  theSenate,  that  I  should  like  to  havetwenly 
minutes  before  we  adjourn,  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  bill  which  has  been  vetoed.  I  desire  to  leave 
town  to-morrow,  and  I  should  like  to  make  those 
remarks  to-day.  Any  time  before  or  after  three 
or  four  o'clock  will  suit  me. 

Mr.  DIXON  proceeded  w  address  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition.  [A  report 
of  his  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  propose  that  by  unani- 
mous consent  this  subject  be  now  passed  over 
until  to-morrow.  If  that  be  done,  I  desire  to 
submit  a  proposition  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No  316, 
which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  body  but 
a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  that  the  Senator  will  move 
that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     I  have  no  objection  to  thai. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  then  that  it  lie  on  the 
table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeasand 
nays.     I  want  to  stop  the  debate  altogether. 

Several  Senators.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  GWIN.  My  object  is  to  slop  the  debate 
which  will  lead  to  no  practical  result. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
!  ask  whether  it  is  in  order,  when  a  motion  to 
refer  a  memorial  is  before  the  Senate,  to  move 
that  that  memorial  lie  on  the  table.' 

Tha  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Stuabt 


in  the  chair.)     Undoubtedly  it  is  in  ordertn  sub- 
I  mit  such  a  motion  at  any  lime.     It  is  a  privileged 

question. 
I  Mr.  SLIDELL.  I  hope  that  the  Senator  from 
I  California  will  withdraw  his  mouon.  I  trust  thai 
there  will  be  no  more  debate  upon  the  question. 
But  by  making  his  motion  now,  he  will  place  a 
number  of  us  in  a  very  false  position.  I  am  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  the  reference 

Mr.  GWIN.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  question 
la  not  debatable. 

Mr.  GWIN.     I  deaire  to  say  why  I  make  the 
motion. 
,      The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.   The  Choir  will 
suggest  to    the  Senator,  then,  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  withdrew  my  motion,  then,  for 
a  moment. 
J  I  desire  to  give  the  reason  why  I  made  the  mo- 
I  tion  thai  it  lie  upon  the  table.  I  shall  not  go  inio 
its  merits.  I  look  upon  the  reference  of  ihe  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  repealing  thai  law,  as  being  just  like  a  propo- 
sition lo  refer  to  that  committee  the  question  of 
the  propriety  of  dissolving  the  Union.  We  all 
know,  that  by  the  repeal  of  ihe  fugitive  slave  law 
the  Union  will  be  dissolved.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  are 

Mr.  BADGER.    Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him'     I  wish  merely  to  suggest  lo  him 
that,  before  the  subject-matter  of  the  petition  ia 
disposed  of,  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  remarks  to 
the  Senate.     I  think   it  is  due  that  thai  subject- 
matter  should  be  considered. 
'      Mr.   GWIN.     Then  I  will   move  lo  postpone 
>  iu  consideration  until  next  .Monday. 
I      The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     The  Senator 
from  Delaware  has  submitted  a  proposition  thai, 
by  unanimous  consent,  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow.     Is  there  objection  to  it.' 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  1  trust  my  prop<niiuon  will 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  object. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  desire  to  inquire  if  the 
proposition  offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Delaware  be  taken  up,  and  it  leads  lo  a  debate, 
whether  he  will  consent  'to  let  it  go  over  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  special  order — the  indi- 
gent insane  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has  been  ob- 
jected to,  and  therefore  cannot  be  entertained. 

■Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  question  unul  to- 
morrow. • 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  think,  with  great  defere-  -. 
that  we  had  better  proceed  with  this  mMifr  i 
it  is  disposed  of.  There  are  severalSenatorswno 
desire  to  address  the  Senate  upon  it;  and  if  we 
postpone  it  until  to-morrow,  it  will  lake  up  agreal 
pari  of  the  day,  and  may  occupy  a  great  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  for  a  week  or  more.  I 
think  it  would  be  decidedly  belter  to  proceed  with 
it  to-day,  and  close  the  debaie. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     The  whole  of  this  debaieis 
out  of  order.     It  interferes  with  the  fixed  orderof 
the  Senate.     The  Senate  was  proceeding  with  the 
regular  debate  on  the  special  order,  wher 
the  mere  presentation  of  a  memorial,  iherirr-: 
up  a  debate  which  would  usually  be  pm' 
in  the  morning  hour;   but  it  has  beet 

until  it  has  interfered  wiih  the  special  i  .- 

that  ground  I  hope  the  motion  lo  postpone  will 
prevail. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER:  The  question 
is  on  postponing  the  fuither  consideration  of  the 
subject  until   to-morrow. 

Mr.  MALLOKY.     I  should  regret  to  see  that 
'  motion  prevail,     t  think   undue  importance  lies 
I  already  been  given  to  this  petilioo;  and   b\ 
I  poning  it  from  day  to  day  we  are  but  adil 
i  that  importance.     I  think  ihe  deliberate  jud^mriit 
of  the  Senate  is  in  favor  of  the  reference.     1  have 
no  doubt  that,  if  the  question  could  be  taken  now, 
'  or  had  been  taken  at  any  time  since  the  submis- 
sion of  that  petition,  it  would  have  been  decided 
[  in   favor  of  the  reference.     I   have   no   doubt  it 
.  coiild  be  done  now,     I  have  no  doubi  that  is  ike 
sense  of  the  Senate.    I  do  O'lt,  therefore,  see  that 
any  necessity  exists  for  debating  the  subject  from 
I  day  to  day.    I  should  exc«eiliogly  re<;r>-i  im  nom- 
I  ponement  until  to-morrow. 


)igitized  by 


Google 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


THE  OFFICIAL  PROCEEDINGS  OfTcONG^ESS,  PUBLISHED  BY  JOHN  C.  RIVES,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


33d  Conokesi,  Ist  Session. 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  29,  1854. 


New  Series. ...No.  98. 


alo 

ins 
tpr 
Se 
sio. 


Bei 

vo 


Mr.  AD.\MS.  This  is  business  which  belongs 
to  the  morning  hour.  The  morning  hour  has 
expired.  I  am  opposed  to  its  interfering  with  any 
other  business;  and  I  therefore  insist  upon  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  I  do  not  design,  on  the 
question  of  the  reference  of  the  petition,  to  address 
the  Senate  again.  Remarks  have  been  made  in 
relation  to  the  fugitive  act,  for  the  repeal  of  which 
the  petition  prays;  but  1  do  not  tiesire  now  to 
reply  to  honorable  Senators  who  have  made  them. 
I  think  the  petition  should  be  referred  without 
going  into  a  discussion  on  that  law  now.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  more  proper  lime  for  that  would  be 
when  the  report  is  made.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
petition  will  he  referred  without  a  postponement. 
Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  unwilling  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  general  desire  of  the  Senate  to  go 
on  with  its  business.  1  desire,  at  all  times,  to 
promote  its  business;  but  this  question  has  been 
presented  and  debated.  Several  Senators  have 
already  expressed  themselves  on  it.  Other  Sen- 
ators within  my  knowledge  desire  to  be  heard.  I 
claim,  sir,  the  privilege  of  being  heard  again  in 
reply  to  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  honor- 
able Senators  since  I  hare  addressed  the  Senate. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  petition  will  have  no  dispo- 
aitinn  that  will  preclude  its  complete  discussion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  hope  thai  thediscussion  will 
go  on  now,  and  1  believe  we  shall  save  time  by 
aoing  so.  I  should  certainly  think  it  unfair  to  the 
honorable  Senator,  if  any  current  opinion  should 
go  out  without,  at  least,  giving  him  the  privilege 
'  making  the  remarks  of  which  he  has  given  us 
lice.  1  hope  the  discussion  will  go  on  now. 
Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  desire  to  raise  a  point  of 
order.  1  wish  to  know  whether,  when  any  Sen- 
ator rises  here  and  presents  a  petition  in  the  morn- 
ing hour,  he  can  get  up  a  discussion  that  shall  in- 
terfere with  the  established,  special  order  of  the 
Senate }  I  maintain  that  the  whole  of  this  discus- 
sion, after  the  morning  hour  has  passed,  is  out  of 
order,  and  I  make  that  point. 
"  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  will 
te  that  it  is  a  question  which  is  under  the  con- 
ol  of  the  Senate.  It  has  been  the  usage  when 
the  end  of  the  morning  hour  arrives,  for  such  a 
discussion  to  go  on,  unless  the  Senate  otherwise 
order  it.  It  is  a  question  entirely  within  the  dls- 
posiiion  of  the  majority  of  the  Senile. 

Mr.  RUSK.  •  1  regret  that  this  discussion  has 
grown  up  at  all.  I  am  sorry  that  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  California,  that  it  be 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  was  not  submitted 
at  an  earlier  period.  Whether  the  country  will 
be  much  edified  or  not  by  the  debate,  I  do  not 
know;  but  I  confess  I  have  not  been'much  edified 
by  it.  I  shall  vote  against  the  postponement,  for 
my  deliberate  judgment  is  that  the  longer  you 
ostpone  it  the  more  speaking  you  will  have  upon 
;  and,  as  a  matter  of  saving  of  time,  and  so 
iting  at  the  regular  legitimate  business  of  the 
'Cnate,  I  shall  vote  against  postponing  it. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to  by  a 
vole  on  a  division  of — ayes  9,  noes  not  counted. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  now  on  referring  the  petition  to  the  Committee 
"  I  the  Judiciary, 

Mr.   MALLORY.    Inasmuch  as  I  have  just 

pressed  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  reference  to 

the  committee,  and  in  order  tfiat  that  expression 
of  opinion  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  making  a  rernark  or  two  upon  the 
subject.    This  discussion,  Mr.  President,  origin- 
ated in  the  presentation  of  a  petition,  purporting 
to  be  signed  by  certain  men  of  Massachusetts,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law.     Its  terms  are 
entirely  respectful  to  the  Senate.,    There  is  no  ob- 
iction  to  it  that  I  know  of  in  that  respect.     The 
anner  in   which  it  has   been  presented   by  the 
morable  Senator,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cham- 
r,  [Mr.  Rockwell,]  the  manner  in  which  its 
bjecl-matter   was   discussed    by   him,   and    in 
hich  the  position  of  his  State  upon  that  subject 
as  referred  to,  was  in  accordance  with  the  repu- 
tion  which  preceded  the  gentleman  here,  and  I 
bt  not  commended  itself  to  the  respectful  con- 
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sideration  of  every  member  of  this  body.  He 
said  nothing  calculated  to  awaken  an  undue  ex- 
citement, nor  to  offend  the  self-respect  of  the 
North  or  South;  and  when  he  concluded  his  re- 
marks, I  was  prepared,  and  I  doubt  not  every 
Senator  was  prepared,  to  sustain  the  great  right  of 
petition  in  this  respect.  I  still  desire  to  sustain  it; 
but,  sir,  such  was  not  the  effect  produced  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  this 
side  of  theChamber,  [Mr. Sumner.)  No, sir;  when 
that  honorableSenator  here,  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, in  the  presence  of  this  Senate,  within  these 
hallowed  walls,  which  have  so  often  responded  to 
the  eloquence  and  patriotism  of  his  own  State — 
when  he  at  the  foot  of  this  altar,  upon  which  he 
pledged  his  fidelity  to  his  country,  upon  which  he 
called  upon  God  to  witness  that  lie  would  defend 
and  sustain  her  Constitution — when  he  rises  in 
his  place  and  tells  the  American  Senate  that  he 
does  not  recognize  the  obligation  of  that  Consti- 
tution, what  does  he  expect  at  the  hands  of  tlie 
Senate  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  call  the  Senator  to  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
will  state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  places  in  my 
mouth  words  and  sentiments  which  have  never 
fallen  from  me. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
place  in  the  mouth  of  a  dog  sentiments  which 
were  unbecoming  to  him; and  I  will  therefore  ask 
the  Senator,  with  all  proper  respect,  to  state  what 
he  did  say,  for  that,  I  presume,  is  the  understand- 
ing of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  slated  thai  I  would  never 
render  any  personal  assistance  in  returning  or  re- 
ducing a  fellow  man  to  slavery. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  feel  it  due  to  truth,  and  due  to 
justice,  to  speak  on  this  occasion.  I  had  not  in- 
tended to  interpose  a  word;  I  had  intended  to  be 
silent  and  iS  permit  this  matter  to  rest;  but,  sir, 
when  1  hear  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
with  unblushing  presumption  and  insolence,  [Or- 
der,] without  shame,  without  contrition  or  repent- 
ance, contumaciously  repeating  that  he  had  said 
only  that  he  would  not  reduce  a  fellow  man  to 
bondage — 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Return. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Return  a  fellow  man  to  bond- 
oge 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Or  reduce,  which  is  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  CLAY.  When  I  see  him  endeavoring  to 
throw  upon  the  reporter  of  the  Senate  (who, 
though  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him 
personally,  I  am  bound  to  believe  is  an  honora- 
ble iiii.iii)i<li»*iin|iiiiiiiinn  of  having  misreported 
him,  and  misrepresented  what  he  said — when  I 
know  honorable  Senators  around  me,  who  have 
never  shown  themselves  unworthy  of  their  posi- 
tion, or  recreant  to  their  duty  to  themselves  or 
their  country — who  have  never  shown  themselves 
unwilling  to  vindicate  their  honor,  and  maintain 
the  truth  of  their  assertions — when  I  know  that 
such  men  around  me  sustain  me,  and  sustain  that 
reporter,  and  sustain  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Pettit]  in  the  charge  which  he 
made — I  should  feel  that  I  was  false  to  my  trust 
and  to  my  duly,  and  accessory  to  a  suppression 
of  the  truth,  if  I  did  not  rise  to  sustain  them.  Sir, 
if  this  report  were  not  to  go  out  to  the  country; 
if  it  were  confined  to  the  Halls  of  this  Senate,  1 
should  not  interpose,  because  I  do  not  believe 
that  that  reporter's  reputation  would  suffer  in  any 
conflict  of  veracity  with  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts; but,  as  it  will  go  abroad,  where  they 
are  not  both  equally  known,  and  where  the 
Senator's  accidental  eminence  here  may  give 
greater  weight  to  his  word  than  the  position  of 
the  reporter  of  this  body  gives  to  him,  I  feel  it 
due  to  that  gentleman,  as  an  honest  and  an  hon- 
orable man,  to  say  that  his  report  is  true.  I  paid 
special  attention  to  what  fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
Senator  from  Ma8sachu.sett8,  and  1  now  say  that 
he  never  qualified  that  denial.  I  say,  as  the  re- 
porter soil],  that  those  worda  which  I  shall  read 


are  interpolated.  And,  sir,  as  to  what  I  say,  I 
call  upon  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr, 
GwiN,)  the  Senator  who  sits  near  me,  and  wh« 
prt)pounded  the  interrogatory,  (Mr.  Butler,]  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Slidell,]  who  also 
sits  near  me,  and  the  Senator  from  Texas,  [Mr. 
Rusk,]  who  sat  close  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts— I  appeal  to  all  of  them,  honorable 
men,  to  state  whether  that  reporter's  own  report 
was  not  correct,  and  the  interpolation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  incorrect?  Sir,  this 
qualification  of  the  Senator  is  a  precious  afler- 
thought,  hatched  by  many  hours  of  incubation. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     What  qualification? 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  qualification  which  I  shall 
read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  not  ia 
order  for  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  while 
sitting  in  his  seat,  to  interrupt  the  Senator  from 
Alabama. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Flere  is  the  qualification.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  asked  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetis  whether,  if  the  fugitive  slave 
act  were  repealed,  he  would  fulfill  the  obligation 
of  his  oath,  end  maintain  and  support  the  Con- 
stitution by  returning,  in  conformity  to  its  require- 
ments, a  fugitive  slave.  Here  is  the  real  answer, 
and  I  shall  show  what  is  the  pretended  answer. 
He  said,  "  Does  the  Senator  ask  me  what  I  would 
do?"  and  then  answered,  "  Is  thy  servant  a  dog 
that  he  should  do  this  thing?"  Now,  sir,  what 
was  the  question  propounded  ?  Whether  he  would 
maintain  the  Constitution,  whether  he  would  ful- 
fill iis  provisions,  if  the  fugitive  slave  act  were 
repealed.  What  was  his  reply?  "Does  the  Sen- 
ator ask  me  what  I  would  do  ?"  "Is  thy  servant 
a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing  ?"  What  was 
the  inference,  the  universal  inference  of  the  Senate, 
from  this  denial?  Why,  that  he  would  violate  the 
Constitution;  that  he  was  willing  to  prove  his 
desecration  of  this  Senate  Chamber  with  his  tread 
and  his  pollution  of  the  Holy  Evangelists  with 
his  lips,  by  violating  a  solemn  oath;  that  he  was 
willing  to  commit  moral  perjury^-a  crime  in  the 
eyes  of  God  and  honorable  men,  as  odious  and 
as  infamous  as  that  legal  perjury  which  would  be 
visited  with  the  penitentiary,  or  with  brt^nding  of 
the  letter  "  P  "upon  the  hand  or  forehead.  That 
was  the  inference,  the  legitimate  inference?  How 
does  he  endeavor  to  shirk  it?  How  does  he  en- 
deavor to  avoid  the  just  and  condign  sentence 
of  condemnation  visited  upon  him  by  every  hon- 
orable mind  in  this  Senate  ?  Why,  sir,  by  going  to 
that  reporter,  and  foisting  into  the  report,  words 
which  he  never  uttered,  materially  qualifying  his 
denial.  And  what  are  those  words?  I  will  now 
read  t^em  to  the  Senate:  "Does  the  Senator  ask 
me  what  I  would  do?"  was  his  language;  and  hU 
response,  "  Is  thy  servant  a  do»  that  he  should 
do  this  thing?"  Here,  though,  is  what  he  placed 
in  the  report,  and  says  that  he  said:  "  Does  the 
honorable  Senator  ask  me  if  I  would  personally 
join  in  sending  a  fellow-man  into  bondage?"  I 
say  those  words  were  never  uttered.  I  appeol  to 
those  honorable  men,  who  sat  near  him,  to  say 
whether  they  were  uttered.  I  do  not  believe  he 
can  findtinybody  here  to  sustain  him,  unless  it  be 
his  confrlrc  and  uniform  supporter, [Mr.  Chase,] 
who  was  suggesting  to  him  responses,  and  who 
sits  near  him.  If  he  said  it;  he  spoke  it  JuAroja — 
in  a  whisper.  I  would  rather  believe,  to  make  the 
best  of  it,  that  it  was  one  of  those  mental  reserva- 
tions with  which  he  took  his  oath;  but  I  do  not 
even  believe  that  there  was  any  mental  reserva- 
tion. He  did  utter,  and  he  did  mean  what  was 
charged  by  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Butler,]  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason,]  and  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Pettit;]  but  after  he  found  the  in- 
dignation it  invoked  upon  his  head,  anil  heard  the 
denunciations  hurled  at  him  from  every  quarter, 
and  saw  the  smileof  scorn  that  played  upon  every 
face,  he  shrunk  from  the  words  he  uttered,  and 
endeavored  to  make  an  instrument  of  the  reporter 
of  this  body  to  shield  him  from  the  infamy  which 
he  deserved. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  CLAY.    Excuse  me  one  moment.    I  am 
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not  in  the  habit  of  trupassing  often  on  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  President,  I  could  go  on  and  show  that 
there  is  intrinsic  evidence  in  this  report  to  sustain 
the  original  report  of  the  reporter;  and  what  is  it? 
Why,  sir,  that  notwithstanding  this  qualified  de- 
nial, the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  treated  it  as 
a  positive  denial  of  the  Senator  from  Maesachu- 
•  setts,  that  he  would  support  the  Constitution  of_ 
the  United  Slates.  Now,  I  ask,  does  any  intelli-  ' 
gent  man  believe,  if  the  Senator  had  qualified  that 
denial  in  the  manner  in  which  it  appears  now, 
that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  still 
have  maintained  that  he  refused  to  obey  his  oath, 
that  he  had  refused  to  sustain  the  Constitution? 
Does  any  one  believe  that  the  Senator  from  Vir- 

finialMr.  Mason]  would  haverepeatedihecharge? 
)oe8  any  believe  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  PettitIwouIJ  also  have  repeated  it?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Then  there  is  intrinsic  evidence  in 
the  report  itself  that  these  words  have  been  inter- 
polated—that they  were  not  uttered. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  few  more  words 
to  say  which  1   utter  with  great  diffidence,  and 
with  the  profoundest  deference  to  older  Senators 
on  this  floor.     We  have  no  means  of  preventing 
tl'.ese  violations  of  the  dignity  and  proprieties  of 
the  Senate.     There  is  no  penal  statute  whi>h  can 
reach  a  man  who  only  avows  his  willirgness  to 
commit   crime.     But,  let  me  ask,  suppose  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  however  wealthy  and  well  born,  how- 
ever highly  cultivated  his   mihd,  however  great 
his  talents,  or  rich  his  acquirements,  should  openly 
avow  a  readiness  to  commit  moral  perjury;  should 
day  by  day  evince  a  dispoeiiion  to  instigate  other 
men  to  crime,  which,  from  want  of  personal  cour- 
a'e  he  did   not  dare  perpetrate    himself;   should 
dnily  encourage  other  men  to  violate  the  rights  of 
his  neighbors,  to  steal  their  property,  to  kidnap 
their  slaves,  and  to  refuse  to  return  them;  should 
daily  assail  the  feelings  of  his  neighbors  by  wan- 
ton, rude,  and  uncalled   for  ttss.iufta  upon  their 
characters,  and,  when  rebuked  for  it  in  the  harsh- 
e.il,    most  oflensive,  and  opprobrious  language, 
like  the  spaniel,  should  quieily  submit  or  beg  for 
quarter,  but  never  repair  the  wrong  or  resent  the 
insult — a  sneaking,  sinuous,  snake-like  poltroon, 
who  would  violate  all  the  rights  of  associates  or 
friends,  and  never  make  reparation  or  ocknowl- 
edge  his  error,  and  who  held  himself  irresponsi- 
ble to  all  law,  feeling  the  obligation  neither  of  the 
Divine  law,  nor  of  the  law  of  the  land,  nor  of  the 
law  of  honor:  I  ask  you,  how  would  such  a  mis- 
creant be  treated  ?     Why,  if  you  could  not  reach 
him  with  the  arm  of  the  municipal  law,  if  you 
could  not  send  him  to  the  penitentiary,  you  would 
ttnd  Aim  to  Coventry.     You  would    exclude  him 
from  the  pale  of  society;  you  would  neither  ex- 
tend to  him  the  courtesies  that  are  shown  gentle- 
men, nor  permit  him  to  offer  such  to  you.    You 
would  make  him  feel  that  he  was  shunned  like  a 
leper,  and  loathed   like  a  filthy  reptile;  and  you 
would  soon   render  him  as  i'npotent  for  evil  as 
he  was  disinclined   for  good.    Such  characters, 
though  rare,  may  be  found,  and  have  been  Ifnown. 
I  can  give,  from  memory,  the  general  outlines  of 
one  portrayed  by  Mr.  Dickens,  in  his  novel,  David 
Copperfield— that  of  Uriah   Heap.      Uriah  was 
mean,    yet  affected    honor;  was   malignant,   yet 
feigned  benevolence;  presumptuous,  yet  pretended 
humility;  instigated  others  to  violence  he  dared 
not  commit,  yet  assumed  an  air  of  meekness;  sug- 
gested crimes  and  incited  others  to  their  commis- 
■ion,  yet  bore  himself  with  studied  amenity  of 
manners,  and  choice  expressions  of  benignity. 
We  have  such  a  character  on  this  floor.      I  have 
suggested  our  means  of  rebuking,  if  we  cannot 
silence  him;  of  disabling,  if  we  cannot  disarm  him. 
If  we  cannot  check  individual  abuses,  we  may 
preserve  the  dignity  of  this  body.     If  we  cannot 
restrain  or  prevent  this  eternal  warfare  upon  the 
feelings  and  rights  of  southern  gentlemen ,  we  may 
rob  the  serpent  of  his  fangs.     We  can  paralyze 
bis  influence  by  placing  him  in  thatnadir  of  social 
degradation  which  he  meriu.     I  am  surprised,  I 
repeat,  I  am  surprised,  that  honorable  men,  but 
especially  southern  men,  should  so  far  forget  their 
rights,  and  those  of  their  constituents,  and  their 
duties  to  them,  as  well  as  to  themselves,  as  to 
lend  any  countenance  to  such  a  character  as  1  have 

"'"Mr'MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  when  I  gave 
way  to  my  friend  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Ci.\T,J  I 
had  remarked  that  the  Senatorfrom  Massachusetts, 
who  sita  nearmt,  [Mr.  Sd»ik«b,]  had  here,  in  the 


face  of  the  country,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate, 
at  the  foot  of  that  altar  whereon  hfthad  pledged 
his  fidelity  to  his  country,  and  sworn  to  maintain 
and  defend  her  Constitution,  risen  and  disclaimed 
the  obligations  of  the  Constitution.  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Senator,  who  said  that  1  had  put 
words  into  his  mouth  which  he  did  not  utter.  Sir, 
1  deny  it!  I  acknowledge  that  1  heard  the  decla- 
ration with  equal  regret  and  indignation;  and,  as 
unwilling  as  1  am  to  say  anything  which  the  rules 
of  the  Senate  do  not  justify,  or  the  occasion  de- 
mand, 1  am  still  more  unwilling  to  stand  here  and 
permit  such  language  to  pass  without  some  note 
of  condemnation.  Sir,  I  heard  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator say,  in  open  Senate,  "  1  recognize  no  such 
obligation."  Whether  that  appears  in  the  report 
or  not,  I  have  not  examined. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    It  ia  there,  and  I  repeat  it 
now.  .„ 

Mr.  MALLORY.    Sir,  if  the  Senator  will  ex- 
amine the  Constitution,  he  will  find  it  there  writ- 
ten that  a  fugitive  from  service  or  labor  "  shall  be  i 
delivered  up."     If  he  recognizes  no  such  obliga- 
tion, I  leave  it  to  himself  to  explain   the  consist- 
ency  between  the  oath   which  he  has  taken  and 
the  sentiments  which  he  avows.      Sir,  if  there 
be  any  principle  in  the  breast  of  the  American 
citizen  which,  more   than   any  other,  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  law,  morals,  and  society,  it  is  his 
habitual   observance  and    recognition  of  oiJ   the 
sacred  obligations  of  an  oath;  and  this  no  man 
knows  better   than    the  Senator  himself.     As   a 
lawyer,  he  knows  that  the  humblest  citizens  in 
the  courls  of  our  country,  daily  recognize  the  jo- 
cretl  obligations  of  an  oath.     And  no  man  knows 
better  than  himself  that  if  there  be  a  society  in  this 
country   which  adjures,   or   does    not   recognize 
this   obligation,  that  society  must  inevitably  be 
regarded  as  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  Union. 
Sir,  can  he  rise  in  his  place  and  say  here  that  a 
Senator  shall  be  permitted  to  make  mental  reser- 
vations?   Is  (/i«(  the  explanation?  That  he  is  at  lib- 
erty to  exempt  himself  from  tlioseobligations  which 
bind  the  humblest  citizen?     Sir,  without  any  dis- 
position to  allude  to  what  the  Senator  has  said 
elsewhere,  I  cannot  but  recollect  that  there  was  a 
gentleman  in  Boston  who,  upon  a  certain  public 
occasion,  apo.strophised  in  this  manner  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  who  signed  the  fugitive 
slave  law:     "There  are  depthsof  infamy  as  therfe 
are  heights  of  fame,  and  belter  for  him  had  he  , 
never  been  born,  better  for  his  posterity  had  he 
never  lived,  than  that  he  should  have  signed  such  j 
an  act."     However  vindictively  and  treasonably 
that  may  have  been  said,  it  can  more  properly  be  1 
applied  to  the  man  who  approaches  suoh  an  altar 
as  this  Is,  in  such  a  presence  as  this,  and  say  he 
does  not  recognize,  under  the  Constitution,  his  ob- 
ligation to  return  or  deliver  up  fugitive  slaves.     1 
do  not  speak  now  in  his  individual  capacity  as  a 
citizen,  but  as  a  legislator  standing  in  these  Halls 
to  whom  the  American  people  look  at  least  for 
truth,  if  not  for  guidance. 

Mr.  SUMNER  here  addressed  the  Senate  at 
length.  His  speech,  withheld  for  revision,  will 
be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to- 
antlcipaie  my  friend  from  South  Carolina;  for  it  is 
properly  his  province  to  respond  to  most  that  has 
fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  I 
cannot  forbear,  however,  making  two  remarks  in 
response  to  the  Senator.  He  has  put  the  question, 
whether  any  Senator  upon  this  floor  would  assist  in 
reluming  a  fugitive  slave?  No  response  was  made 
to  the  interrogatory;  and  lest  he  should  herald  it 
to  the  world  that  there  was  no  Senator  upon  this 
floor  who  had  the  moral  courage  to  say  '•  aye"  in  , 
response  to  the  tnterrogaiory,  1  tell  him  that  I 
would  do  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  let  the  Senator  say  the 
immoral  courage. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  will  respond  to  that,  sir.  There 
is  an  old  adage  which  is  approved,  I  believe,  by 
the  reason  of  all  honorable  men,  that  "  the  re- 
ceiver ia  as  bad  as  the  thief."  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  may  not  recognize  the  truth  of  that 
adage;  I  do;  and  inasmuch  as  I  would  notsleal  a 
slave,  neither  would  I  receive  him  and  withhold 
him  from  the  owner.  That  much  I  have  to  say  in 
reply  to  his  remark.  But  there  is  another  thing 
to  which  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate; 
and  1  do  so  in  order  to  forewarn  them  against 
further  altering  of  the  records  of  the  Senate.  I 
do  so  to  admonish  them  to  watch  narrowly  to- 


morrow, and  see  what  other  interpolations  are 
made  to  change  the  sense  of  what  has  been  spoken 
to-day.  1  make  no  objections  to  amendments  of 
■form,  where  the  meaning  is  not  substantially  al» 
Ured.  TheSenator,  with  that  cunning  whichchar- 
acterizea  tho«e  animals  who  are  deficient  in  cour- 
age, but  to  whom  nature,  in  her  kindness,  has 
given  some  compensation  for  the  want  of  that 
nobler  attribute,  has  shirked  the  issue  which  was 
presented  him.  He  was  charged  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  with  having  interpolated  and  falsified 
the  reports  of  this  House.  That  charge  waa  re- 
peated by  the  Senator  from  Florida.  He  denied 
it  then;  but  1  rose  to  my  feet  and  called  opon 
honorable  Senators  who  were  sitting  around  me, 
and  upon  every  Senator  on  this  floor,  to  sustain 
the  reporter,  and  to  establish  the  falsehood  of  the 
interpolation.  That  was  the  charge.  He  haa 
shirked  it,  and,  by  his  silence,  has  acknowledged, 
1  think,  the  justice  of  the  imputation. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  if  it  be  sup- 
posed by  the  Senate,  or  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  I  shall  indulge  in  any  excited  re- 
marks, it  will  be  a  very  great  misuke.  1  think  I 
never  had  a  heart  that  could  use  a  pen  to  wnie  a 
libel,  especially  in  matters  involving  truth  and  jus- 
tice. Whatever  I  do  say  may  be  tinged  and  toned 
by  the  effusion  of  the  moment;  and  the  Senator 
himself  will  see,  before  1  conclude,  that  1  have 
been  rather  too  good-natured  for  his  purposes. 
He  may  think  that  1  shall  imitate  him  in  sectional 
retalioiion.  Under  the  great  storm  which  be  baa 
attempted  to  excite, /le  shall  not  escape  under* 
panoply  that  he  has  no  right  to  use. 

Sir,  I  will  say  gravely,  in  the  beginning  of  my 
remarks — and  the  Senator  will  have  to  take  it  aa  I 
assert  it — that  every  thing  which  he  has  said  for 
effect  in  Masaachuselis  has  been  upon  a  false  issue 
made  by  himself,  and  not  authorized  by  the  facts. 
I  do  not  know  but  that  I  might  make  the  propo- 
sition more  unqualified,  and  say  that,  in  every 
issue  upon  which  he  has  chosen  logo  lo  the  coun- 
try in  regard  to  the  topics  involved  in  this  debate, 
he  has  mode  an  issue  for  his  own  purposes,  with- 
out the  authority  of  facts,  and  in  perversion  of 
them .  But,  sir,  as  the  Senator  assumes  some  what 
to  speak  as  the  organ  of  history,  I  will  refute  hira 
in  the  estimation  of  every  Senator  here,  and  every 


page,  and  every  individual  who  hears  me. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  a»k  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 
him  to  allow  us  now  to  adjourn? 

Mr  BUTLER.  No.air;  I  would  not  subject  my-, 
self  to  the  temptation  of  preparing  a  reply  that 
might  have  something  in  it  that,  like  a  hyeiia,  I 
was  scratching  at  the  graves  in  Massachusetts  to 
take    revenge    for    the   elaborate   and    vind(|Uv* 
assault  that  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken.     I  prefer  to  go  on  now,  irusliiig 
to  recognized  truth,  rather  than  to  consult  mucty 
records,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  effects  thai 
might  be  inconsistent  with  justice.     I  Bay,  sir, 
that  every  issue  upon  which  the  Senator  has  cho- 
sen to  go  to  the  country  by  the  remarks  which  he 
has  submitted  to  the  Senate,  is  not  founded  on  the 
facts  assumed  by  him.  The  facts  assumed  by  him- 
self are,  m  1  shall  Sliow,  unfair  in  statement;  and 
his  denials  of  ihe  statement  made  by  myself,  in 
the  speech  to  which  he  has  alluded,  are  palpably 
against  the  truth  of   history.      In  what  he   has 
said  he  has  aimed  a  shaft  more  lo  offend  than  it 
can  hurt.     He  has  been  guilty  of  historical  per- 
,  version.     Sir,  I  made  a  remark  the  other  day, 
and  1  thought  truly,  as  mailer  of  history,    that 
the  independence  of  America  was  won   by  the 
arms  and  treasure  of  slaveholding  Slates.     This 
'  remark  is   historically  true.     The  sectional  sfp3- 
■  ration  indicated  by  the  gentleman  was  no! 
mincj^iis  own  has  made  it.     When  the  1 ' 
ration  of  Independence  was  made,  was  not  Con- 
necticut a  slaveholding  State? 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Not  in  any  just  !■<•"«>■ 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Sir,  you  are  not 
that.     Was  not  New  York  a  slaveln 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Let  the  Senator  (loia  JSear 
York  answer. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Sir,if  he  answers, he  •■■■"  -- 
swer  the  truth,  and  perhaps  it  might  not  be 
agreeable  to  you.     Was  not  New  Jersey  : 
holding  State?     Was  not  Rhode  Island,  thnt  aeat 
Greene  to  South  Carolina,  a  slaveholding  St.ii*' 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  due  to  the  h. 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  that  I  sh. 
awer  his  question  in  reference  to  New  Yoth  ,  ^....- 


)iaitized  by 


,yG00gI( 


1854. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


ISl 


it  has  been  referred  to  me.  At  the  lime  of  the 
Revolution,  every  sixteenth  man  in  the  State  of 
New  York  was  n  slave. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  Senatorfrom  New  York 
in  Tight. 

Mr.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  BUTLER. 


a 

m 


m tio 

^^^wi 
cei 

^^10 


ve 

i 


1  am  sorry  for  it. 
Sir,  I  sliall  put  the  interrog- 
atory in  such  a  way  that  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
aachusetts  will  be  ashamed  of  his  historical  prop- 
osition. I  intend  to  make  it  so  palpable  that  he 
cannot  undertake  to  throw  derision  on  me  for  the 
itatement  which  I  have  made.  I  continue:  Was 
lot  New  Hnnipahire  a  slaveholdin?  Slate?  Was 
lOt  Pennsylvania  a  slaveholding  State?  Was 
not  Delaware  a  slaveholding  State?  Was  not 
Maryland  a  slaveholding  State?  Was  not  Vir- 
ginias lUaveholdmg  State?  Was  not  North  Car- 
olina a  slaveholding  Slate?  Was  not  Georgia  a 
slaveholding  Slate?  So  far  as  it  regards  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave,  were  they  not  as  much 
so  as  South  Carolina,  the  State  selected  for  the 
tieman's  prepared  attack. 
Mr.  SEWARD.  I  am  requested  to  make  my 
swer  a  little  more  accurate,  according  to  the 
ulh.  I  understand  that,  at  the  time  of  the  Rev- 
ution,  every  twelfth  man  in  New  York  was  a 

ITS. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     I  do  not  care  about  the  prb- 
irlion;  I  do  not  think  that  at  all  important.    But 
ere  not  the  States  which   I   have  named  slave- 
okling  Slates  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  : 
Independence?     History  can  recognize  nodistmc-  | 
tion    between    them.     In    the  progress  of  events 
anges  have  taken  place;  this  progress  may  go 
in,  and  greater  changes  may  take  place.     These 
will  atford  no  excuse  for  denying  the  irrevocable 
certamty  of  the  past.     They  can  aO'ord  no  refuge 
for  historical  falsehood  such  as  the  gentleman  has 
mmitted  in  the  fallacy  of  his  sectional  vision.     1 
lave  shown  that  twelve  of  the  original  States  were 
laveholding  communities.     Now,  sir,    I    prove 
at  the  thirteenth,  Massachusetts,  was  a  slave- 
holding  Slate  before,  and  at  the  commencment  of, 
the  Revolution.     But  why  talk  o('  proving  what  no 
one  can  deny  ?    The  gentleman  cannot  deny  the 
fact.     As  to  the  character  of  slavery  in  that  State, 
that  may  be  somewhat  a  different  thing,  which 
cannot  contradict  the  fact  stated  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  day,  that  negroes  were  held,  were  adver- 
iSed  for  sale,  wiih  niioiher  truth,  that  many  were 
Dt  to  other  slaveholding  Slates  in  the  way  of 
afiic.     When  slavery  was  abolished,  many  that 
been  slaves,  and  might  have  been  freemen, 
(re  sold  into  bondage,  with  the  consideration  in 
e  pocket  to  afford  a  supply  to  the  philanthropy 
f  the  vendor.     I  have  said  that  the  independence 
if  America  was  achieved  by  the  arms  and  treas- 
re  of  slaveholding  States.     I  will  never,  in  a  par- 
menlary  sense,  be  personal;   but  I  say  that  I 
invict  him  of  historical  falsehood.     Dare  you, 
if,  look  me  in  the  face  and  deny  it? 
Mr.  SUMMER.     Deny  what? 
Mr.  BUTLER.    That  independence  was  won 
ly  (he  arms  and  treasure  of  slaveholding  States? 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Stuart 
the  chair.)     The  Senator  must  address  the 
ibair. 
Mr.  BUTLER.    He  cannot  and  dare  not  deny 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Will  the  Senator  yield  the 
cor? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Yes,  sir,  because  I  want  to 
ear  what  you  can  any  on  that  subject. 
Mr.  SUMNER.  What  I  can  say  is  very  easily 
id,  and,  I  think,  is  very  decisive.  When,  in  our 
istory,  we  speak  of  slaveholding  Stales,  we  mean 
lOse  in  which  slavery  has  been  an  established 
ilicy,and  professedly  an  essential  element  in  their 
civilization.  This,!  believe,  is  common,  if  not  uni- 
versal. Of  such  I  spoke  when  I  spoke  of  slave- 
olding  States — such  as  were  regarded  as  slave- 
olding  Stales  at  the  adoption  oftheConstitu'^ion — 
hich,  in  those  days,  were  called  southern  Stales, 
contrast  to  the  northern  States,  sometimes  called 
e  non-slaveholding  States.  By  slaveholding 
talcs,  of  course  I  mean  Stales  which  were  pecu- 
liarly, distinctively,  essentially  slaveholding,  and 
ot  States  in  which  the  holding  of  slaves  seems  to 
been  rather  the  accident  of  the  hour,  and  in 
hich  all  the  people,  or  the  greater  part  of  the 
pie,  were  ready  to  welcome  emancipation, 
"r.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  1  think  the  re- 
ts of  the  Senator  verily  exactly  what  1  said, 
at  when  he  chooses  to  be  rhetorical  it  is  upon  an 


assumption  of  facts,  upon  his  own  construction, 
and  by  an  accumulation  of  adjectives.  I  quit  that 
part  of  the  subject,  for  it  is  too  palpable  to  need 
argument,  and  leave  it  to  the  country  to  say  what 
shadow  of  truih  has  the  genil^an  to  cover  him 
in  saying  that  I  had  made  a  remark  betraying  an 
ignorance  of  the  subject,  or  one  made  in  irony? 
Upon  this  remark  ot  mine,  thus  characterized  by 
him,  the  gentleman  has  poured  out  what  he  would 
have  us  regard  as  rebuking  invective. 

I  again  repeat,  that  the  independence  of  Amer- 
ica toaa  troit  by  Ike  ami  and  trtasure  qf  slaveholding 
Slates. 

Sir,  he  made  the  assertion  with  a  view  to  assail 
South  Carolina.  That  was  his  object.  He  did 
it  with  a  view  to  assail  a  "State  in  which,  1  may 
say,  whatever  have  been  her  distractions  and  dif- 
ficulties, there  is  scarcely  a  stream  or  a  path  that 
was  not  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  men  con- 
tending for  the  liberties  of  the  country.  Does  he 
suppose  that  I  can  be  required  to  defend  South 
Carolina,  or  can  be  provoked  into  an  attack  on 
Massachusetts  by  anything  that  he — A«— can  say 
of  South  Carolina?  No,  sir;  I  never  made  ihe 
attack  on  Massachusetts  imputed  to  me;  but  he 
has  assumed  that  I  did  so,  with  a  view  to  make 
his  speech,  exactly  as  he  assumed  the  other  day 
that  I  asked  him  a  question  which  I  never  asked, 
as  1  will  prove  when  I  come  to  it.  He  assumed 
that  1  asked  him  a  question  which  I  did  not  put. 
It  is  a  matter  in  regard  to  which  1  should  have 
said  nothing,  but  for  the  display  which  he  has 
made  today. 

1  never  asked  him  the  question  which,  it  now 
appears,  he  assumed  to  answer  the  other  day. 
But  he  had  in  his  drawei^,  with  Ifis  fingers  fixed  on 
it,  his  reply,  and  he  drew  it  nut  without  exactly 
knowing  what  I  had  said.  1  give  him  credit  for 
that;  I  believe  he  did  not  know  what  I  asked;  and 
just  in  the  same  W!iy  now  he  has  undertaken  to 
assume  that  I  assailed  Massachusetts.  I  said  not 
a  single  word  in  regnrd  to  Massachusetts,  in  Ihe 
way  of  censure  on  her  history.  God  knows,  as 
I  would  say  if  I  stood  before  his  tribunal  now  to 
be  judged,  the  Senator  could  not  provoke  me  to 
it.  An  illustrious  predecessor  of  the  Senator, 
[Mr.  Webster,} — I  will  not  institute  a  compari- 
son, much  less  a  contrast  between  them — once 
said:  "  Massachusetts  needs  no  eulogy;  there  she 
stands;  she  speaks  for  herself."  I  may  add,  that 
she  will  borrow  nothing  from  the  Senator's  rhet- 
oric. No,  sir;  the  pages  of  her  history  have  been 
written ,  and  1  shall  read  them ,  and  let  ihe  northern 
audience  hear  them.  I  shall  read  ihcm  with  pride, 
with  pleasure,  and  here  acknowledgethat  I  have 
been  inspired  by  the  lessons  of  Jier  thrilling  annals, 
and  have  been  animated  by  the  examples  of  her 
illustrious  men.  And  in  that  history  I  did  not 
look  for  materials  of  a  libel  on  her  true  character. 
Do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  I  could  not 
find  pages  for  censure.  No,  sir;  as  I  would  think 
of  Hancock  and  Laurens  I  will  think  of  Massachu- 
setts and  South  Carolina,  as  they  were.  The  very 
first  mission,  as  I  have  learned  from  a  respectable 
source,  that  was  sent  for  aid  in  counsel  and  treas- 
ure, came  from  Boston  to  Charleston.  It  came 
from  a  Colony  that  had  taken  the  step  in  the  Rev- 
olution that  would  have  lead  to  her  destruction 
but  for  the  aid  of  the  now  denounced  slaveholding 
State,  and  from  the  libelled  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina. The  communications  then  were  between 
communities  on  whnse  soils  had  been  fought  ihe 
fir.-t  battles  of  the  Revolution — between  the  men 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  men  of  Sullivan's  Island. 

But,  sir,  do  you  suppose  that  I  shall  be  pro- 
voked into  an  assault  upon  Massachusetts?  No, 
sir;  Massachusetts  and  Boston,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  have  done  their  duty,  and  stand  vindicated 
before  the  Confederacy,  in  spite  of  their  misrepre- 
senting advocate.  Sir,  what  I  said  to  Ihe  gentle- 
man was  not  to  him  as  the  Representative  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts,  either  as  they  were  or 
as  they  are.  I  did  not  magnify  him  into  the  Rep- 
resentative of  Massachusetts.  In  assailing  the 
small  target  at  which  I  shot,  I  never  assumed  that 
I  was  going  to  make  an  assault  upon  the  gravity, 
the  dignity,  and  llie  historical  reputation  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. He  has  thought  proper,  however,  to 
turn  round,  and,  by  his  miserable  shifts,  to  di^' 
up,  in  the  last  night,  1  suppose,  by  the  aid  of 
jackals  and  hunters — worse  than  slave-hunters, 
men  whose  malice  would  lead  them  to  do  any- 
thing— musty  records,  in  order  to  distort  nnd  mis- 
represent history;  and  he  expects  ms  (o  day,  in  a 


moment,  to  answer  his  libel.  I  can  refute,  and 
might  denounce  it.  I  shall  trust  to  transient  indig- 
nation.      • 

Sir,  in  what  I  ;aid  the  other  day,  and  in  what  I 
have  said  at  all  times,  I  never  instituted  the  com- 

farison  which  the  Senator  has  chosen  to  make, 
n  the  rather  playful  remarks  which  I  made  in 
reference  to  Massachuseits  some  time  ago,  to 
which  the  Senator  has  referred,  I  raid  that  Mas- 
sachusetts, like  South  Carolina,  and  all  the  other 
States,  had  undergone  a  material  change  of  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  of  slavery;  for  at  onetime,  as  I 
showed,  there  was  a  siatute  in  Massachusetts — 
illustrating  opinion,  I  did  not  mention  it  by  way 
of  reproach — providing  for  whipping  every  negro 
who  returned  there.  Now,  in  their  philanthropy, 
they  are  so  much  better  off  that,  instead  of  their 
whipping  negroes,  they  invite  them  there,  with 
a  view,  I  suppose,  to  exhibit  this  wonderful 
spirit  of  liberty  called  "  a  spirit  of  resistance  to 
the  Stamp  ,1ct^'"-^for  the  purpose  that  I  referred 
to  the  totees  qiu>tees  statute,  as  I  termed  it,  under 
which  a  colored  man  going  into  Massachusetts 
was  liable  to  be  whipped  us  often  as  he  did  go  there 
from  another  S^ate — I  had  a  right  to  do  so.  It 
was  to  show  that  Massachuseits  had  very  little 
sympathy  then  for  the  negro  race.  It  was  to 
show  the  slate  of  opinion  that  existed  then.  The 
truth  is,  Massachuseits  at  one  time  had  the  same 
opinions  as  rther  States  in  relation  to  the  colored 
race.  When  she  owned  them,  she  used  them  as 
slaves. 

Well,  sir,  the  Senator  has  said  that  Massachu- 
setts was  not  a  slaveholding  Stale  at  the  time  her 
distinguished  heroes,  statesmen,  and  poets  illus- 
trated her  history.  I  might  say  now  of  the  Sen- 
ator and  his  confreres,  ihat,  like  some  of  the 
degenerate  poeta  of  Rome  and  Greece,  ihey  could 
praise  Marathon,  Thermopyize,  and  Salamis,  but 
^ey  never  lived  in  a  period  when  they  were  capa- 
ole  of  the  achievements  of  those  whom  they  at«, 
tempted  to  praise,  I  distinguish  between  the  ripe 
orator,  who  is  proud  of  the  reputation  of  his  State, 
and  the  vapid  rhetorician.  The  gentleman  has 
indulged  himself  in  a  tone  of  indignation  in  re- 
sponse to  me,  for  saying  that  Massachusetts  was 
once  a  slaveholding  community.  Nay,  more;  he 
has  denounced  me  for  my  ignorance  on  the  subject; 
and  he  seems  specially  to  think  that  the  laurels  and 
honors  of  Hancock,  Warren,  and  the  Adamses, 
will  be  tarnished  by  anything  that  can  be  said  of 
them,  even  by  attribution,  in  connection  with  the 
character  or  relation  of  a  slaveholding  people. 
Why,  sir,  if  he  had  made  true  that  these  great  men 
did  not  live  in  slaveholding  Massachusetts,  would 
he  have  it  supposed  that,  on  l/m(accoiiii(,  they  would 
have  claimed  a  superiority  to  their  equally  illus- 
trious compeers?  But  let  the  gentleman  take  the 
truth,  that  these  great  men,  with  names  illustrat- 
ing a  common  history,  were  born  and  bred  in  a 
slaveholding  community,  and  that  they  were  as 
good  as  others  born  since. 

Is  it  not  now  apparent  that  the  gentleman  has 
selected  his  own  positions,  and  has  erected  his 
batteries  for  the  discharge  of  his  sectional  cannon 
on  grounds  denied  to  him  by  truth?  Has  he  not 
falsified  history  to  make  his  production  the  vehicle 
of  his  designs?  Has  he  not  denied  what  I  stated, 
and  what  all  must  admit  is  true?  And  for  what 
purpose? — In  take  aim  at  South  Carolina,  from  a 
rest.  It  is  like  the  conceited  archer,  who  shot  at 
the  star  because  he  had  his  arrow  aimed  at  it. 

Here  there  are  two  propositions  in  which  I 
have  refuted  him  upon  the  moment,  without  look- 
ing back  through  musty  records  to  find  out  all 
these  things  which  are  to  be  hunted  up.  No  doubt 
his  editors  had  them  already  prepared  to  throw  out 
his  speech  upon  Massachusetts  to  inflame  the  pub- 
lic mind,  I  know,  sir,  he  said  the  other  day  that 
all  he  said  was  the  effusion  of  an  impulsive  heart; 
but  it  was  the  effusion  of  iTis  drawer.  Talk  to 
me  about  the  effusions  of  the  hearl!  What  kind 
of  effusions  are  those  which  escape  from  tables 
— from  papers — played  like  cards  sorted  for  the 
purpose?  They  are  weapons  prepared  by  contri- 
bution, and  discharged  in  this  body,  with  a  view 
of  gratifying  the  feelings  of  resentment  and  malice; 
with  a  view  of  wounding  the  pride  of  the  State 
which  I  represent,  and  through  her  to  slab  the  rep- 
utation of  the  other  southern  States.  But,  sir,  we 
are  above  thedangera  of  open  combat,  and  cannot 
be  hurt  by  the  assaults  even  of  attempted  assas- 
sination. 

Sir,  it  is  a  sore  tbing  to  the  gentleman  that  I 
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will  not  attack  Maasar.husetts.  It  is  what  he 
wanted.  It  is  what  he  has  asserted.  I  have  never 
assailed  her.  She  ia  doing  her  duty  n(9w,as  Tar  as 
I  know.  All  that  I  did  say  was,  that  ir  the  exag- 
gerated feelings  of  which  the  Senator  was,  I 
thought,  the  vapid  rhetorical  advocate,  did  prevail 
generally,  it  would  make  up  an  issue,  which  we 
had  to  meet,  of  the  separation  of  these  Slates. 
Since  I  spoke  1  have  had  put  in  my  hands,  a  doc- 
ument which  entirely  refutes  the  statements  of  the 
gentleman  so  elaborately  prepared.  It  is,  in  my 
judgment,  one  of  the  ablest  productions  «f  the 
times,  and  has  every  guarantee  of  accOracy.  It 
comes  from  one  who  loves  truth,  and  pursues  it 
in  the  spirit  of  fairness.  It  is  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished by  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Garnet.  I  lake 
the  liberty  of  appending  extracts  from  it,  as  a  note 
to  my  remarks.* 

I  have  now  gone  over  the  two  issues  upon  which 
the  Senator  has  spoken,  and  they  are  both  false. 

Now,  sir,  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  affair 
of  Mr.  Hoar,  in  Charleston;  and  I  am  sorry  that 
it  has  been  brought  up  again.  Mr.  Hoar  dill  go  to 
Charleston,  with  a  view  to  interfere  with  a  law 
which  had  been  passed  by  South  Carolina  in  ref- 
erence to  colored  seamen.  Here  let  me  say  that 
that  law  would  never  have  been  passied  by  South 
Carolina,  but  for  the  excited  fanatical  feeling  of 
some  portion  of  the  northern  States;  I  will  not 
say  Massachusetts  particularly;  I  will  guard  my- 
self in  that  respect.  But,  sir,  I  say  that  that  law, 
to  which  the  Senator  has  referred,  and  which  he 
has  reprobated  with  so  much  violence,  was  passed 
to  guard  against  the  very  feelings  which  he  would 
excite;  to  guard  against  the  incendiary  who  would 
come  and  burn  your  dwelling  in  the  night,  and 
not  act  like  the  man  in  a  fair  fight,  who  would  ad- 
vertise you  that  he  would  meet  you  in  an  open 
field. 


*"We  »ha1l  not  dwell  upon  the  revolutionary  slrupgie, 
tbougll  it  mifilit  easily  be  ^hnwn  lliiit  the  Honlh  twire  more 
than  her  propoftinnal  fhnre,  bniti  in  its  oxpfn^ea  and  its 
battles.  The  while  ninle  population  over  sijlpen  yt-art"  of 
age  in  1790,  was  about  the  same  in  Penni^ylvuiiiil  nnd  Vir- 
ginia; the  former  being  llO,7«e,  und.lhe  Inner  ll(i.»34;  yet 
according  lo  General  Knox'i*  olRcial  eF«lininle,  presented  to 
the  Firill  Congress,  Virginia  furnished  .50.7-21  soldiers  lolhe 
Bevolution,  and  I'ennsylvauin  only  .'i4,9t;.'i.  New  Hanip- 
•hlre  had  a  military  popuUlion  fiKt  larger  than  South  Car- 
olina, yet  she  contributed  only  14,906  soldiers  lo  South 
Carolitm^s  31.131  ;  tiol  half.  The  latter  quota  in  fact  is 
nearly  equal  lo  rennt.ylvania's,who  had  triple  the  military 
populiUion,  and  twiee  the  whole  population,  free  and  slave. 
It  exceeded  New  York's  29,836,  though  New  York  had 
much  more  than  double  the  military  population,  and  forty 
per  cent,  more  of  total  populiiiion.  Connecticut  and  Mas 
Bachu..«ctlji  did  more  than  any  of  the  free  Stales  in  Uiat  great 
war  ;  yet  we  llnd  that  while  Houtli  Carolina  fent  toitsarmie* 
thirty- seven  out  of  every  forty-two  citizens,  cnpnble  of 
beating  arms,  .Massachu-etls  sent  but  thirty  two,  i;onnec- 
licul  iflirty,  nnd  New  (Intnpshire  not  eighteen  !  ,^nd  it 
must  Im!  remembered  that,  as  General  Knox  says,  *  in  some 
years  of  the  greatest  exertions  of  the  southern  States,  there 
are  no  returns  whatever  of  their  militia,*  while  at  the 
North  every  man  was  entered  on  the  rolls,  as  the  pension 
list  too  plainly  shows;  that  while  the  war  assumed  a  reg- 
ular character  there,  it  was  here  broiight  home  lo  every 
flre-8ide,and  there  was  scarcely  a  man  who  did  not  shoulder 
bis  musket,  even  though  not  retcularly  in  the  field.  The 
slave  stales  not  only  fought  their  own  battles  nearly  un- 
aided, but  sent  numerous  troops  to  the  defense  of  the  North  ; 
and  when  we  consider  that  ihe  free  i^tnies  had  the  proieetioti 
of  almost  llie  whole  regular  .\riny,  and  the  benefit  of  it#  large 
diwbnrseniitnts,  while  the  South  was  left  lo  be  scoured  by 
Uie  enemy,  and  Ihittthe  almost  ntler  ruin  of  the  incomes  and 
private  fortunes  of  her  citizens  far  exceeded  any  amount 
of  taxation  ever  levied,  we  cannot  doubt  that  her  sufl'-rings 
In  the  great  cause  were  far  heavier  than  those  r»f  the  North. 
But  we  will  not  pause  to  consider  any  inequality  of  revo- 
lutionary burdens  ;  if  the  Soulli  bore  more  than  her  share. 
It  was  voluntary— a  free  will  offering  on  the  altar  of  inde- 
puiiilence.  We  will  pass  at  once  to  consider  the  action 
of  Ihe  Federal  Government,  and  its  value  lolhe  NorUi  when 
tile  South  was  no  longer  her  own  mistress. 

•'  The  pension  system  throws  a  strong  light  on  the  tend- 
ency of  the  people  of  the  free  Stntes  to  quarter  themselves 
on  the  General  Government,  at  the  same  time  that  it  shows 
the  usual  progressive  inequality  of  expenditures  between 
the  two  seelions.  .  A  enlculalion,  founded  on  data  in  307 
Senate  Document,  It«*.'9,  shows  that  from  1791  to  18;)8 
Inclusive,  8:io,.MB,964  had  been  paid  for  /evoluiionary 
pensions,  of  which  the  North  received  .?-38.a6-2,.'>97,  or 
fIS7  29  forevery  soldier  she  had  In  the  war,  and  the  South 
97,.')36,367,  being  only  ^49  b9  lor  each  of  her  soldiers.  The 
liunilH-r  of  soldiers  is  here  estimated  according  to  Knox's 
report,  which  confessedly  does  nol  show,  hy  a  great  deal, 
the  fnll  exertions  of  the  South  in  raising  troops.  Let  us 
then  compare  the  amounts  received  with  ih,.  white  pojiu- 
latioii  of  each  section  in  r9U,  and  we  liiid  the  (rve  Stales 
in  1K«  had  received  .*14  y.**  of  revolutionary  pen«ioiis  for 
every  soul  in  itieir  limits  in  the  former  year,  wtiile  the 
Houlh  had  received  only  §1  01  for  evt-ry  while.  But  the 
niJlitary  efforts  of  the  slavehfilding  States  were  fully  in  jiro- 
porti.^n  to  their  whole  potiulalton,  lor  the  labor  of  the  slaves 
on  Ihe  plantations  left  a  much  larger  proportion  of  their 
masters  Oee  lo  lake  up  arms.  Oo  this  supposition,  the 
•oattaern  Soldier  rtceived  only  93  74  for  ibe  asm*  revoU- 


I       But    for   the   intnisive   interference  of  those 
j  whose  conduct  gave  rise  to   the  law,  it  would,  I 
!  am  sure,  long  since  have  been  modified.     I  have 
I  not  hesitated  to  give  that  as  my  opinion  whenever 
:,  consulted.     I   thihk  it  may  be  modified,  and  if 
the  State  should  be  left  to  her  own  counsels — free 
to  do  as  she  may  thinjt  proper — with  no  threaten- 
I  ing  foreign  influence  exerted  upon  her,  she  will 
do  justice  to  herself  ond  others.     But  depend  upon 
I!  it,  such  remarks  as  those  which  have  been  made 
I  by  the  gentleman  will  exert  nothing  but  a  baleful 
'influence.     Allow  me  now  to  mention  a  fact  to 
I   which  I  referred  once  before  on   this  floor,  when 
!{  a  predecessor  of  the   Senator  [Mr.  Winthrop] 
! I  undertook  to  arraign   the  same  law.     That  gen- 
iytlemnn  brought  it  up  upon  the  cast  of  Captain 
[j  Ranlet.     Now,    what    was. the  case  of  Captain 
I   Uanlet.)    Yes,  sir,  the  grevious  operation  of  that 
i!  law  was  brought  to  the  view  of  this  Senate,  by  a 
pathetic   and    an    elaborately    prepared    letter   of 
Captain  Ranlet,  written  to  a  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, a  gentleman  for  whom  I  had,  by  the  by, 
a  high  respect. 

That  letter  may  be  well  referred  to  as  s  speci- 
men of  paper  philanthropy,  and  as  a  fair  illustra- 
tion between  conduct  ond  sentiment.  That  letter 
disclosed  what  was  cupposed  a  flagrant  and 
crying  oppression — the  South  Carolina  law.  It 
disclosed  circumstances  like  these:  that  Captain 
Ranlet,  with  his  crew,  were  themselves  in  distress; 
but  obtaining  some  temporary  relief,  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  going  to  the  relief  of  another  ves- 
sel; and  not  being  indifl°erent  to  the  temptations 
of  gain,  they  acquired  a  right  to  salvage,  and  went 
into  the  city  of  Charleston  to  secure  it.  Well,  sir, 
what  took  place  .>  Two  colored  seamen  were  tem- 
porarily imprisoned,  under  a  municipal  law.  Now, 
sir,  what  do  you  think  this  captain  did .'  Instead  of 
relieving  his  men  by  poying  two  or  three  dollars, 
he  went  to  Boston  to  agitate,  and  to  write  pathetic 

tionary  service*  which  brought  the  northern  .$14  35.    This 
gross  iaequuiity  remains  tiie  same,  by  whatever  test  it  U 
tried.     Fur  example : 
The  seven  free  Slates  contributed  to  the  expenses  of  the 

war !Jfil,971,170 

And  had  received  in  pensionif,  in  IS36 38,969,597 


Balance  inlheir  Ikvor $33,708 ,573 


The  six  slave  Slates  contributed 953,4.%,123 

Andhad  received,  in  1838 7,338,367 

Balance  in  Ibclrfavor 94S,I01,7SC 


Now,  let  us  see  how  il  itandt  wlih  single  Staiea : 

Virginia  contributed 919,085,983  ratio  as  #100 

And  leceivefl  in  pensions  lo  1838.     1,969,534  lo  10.3. 

Massachusetts  contributed 17,964,613  ratio  as  $IOU 

And  received  in  thosametime...     4,ii5^,u;)l  lo  3^.8. 

South  Carolina  contributed 1  l,523,-i99  ratio  as  ^100 

And  rec*  ivedin  the  same  lime...        431,141  to  3  5. 

New  York  coniribuicd 7,179,983  ratio  as*10o 

And  received  ill  the  same  Ume...     7,8511,054  to  108.3. 

"To  appreciate  this  injustice  f\illy,  we  mu"l  remember 
that  Uie  South,  not  only  paid  into  the  Federal  Treasury  ail 
she  ever  received  hack  in  pensions,  but  also  .f  16,663,633  of 
the  pensionsgiven  lolhe  North.  The  inequality  ul the  appor- 
tionmenl  of  these  revolutionary  [lenstons  has  groivn  with 
the  northern  majority  in  t^ongress.  In  the  flrsl  decennial 
period,  1791-lMH),  Ihe  free  Slates  received  annually  $58,0(10 
more  ihnii  the  South.  In  the  next  period,  this  yearly  ex- 
cess was  diininii-hed  10.543,0(10,  hulilroselo$:l39,aOUinlhe 
third  period.  From  1891  to  lc:til  it  averaged  JJ7i«I.OoO,  nnd 
fniin  1831  to  l838,»85S,U0tl.  In  like  inannergrew  the  bur- 
den upon  the  South  in  paying  the  pcnsimiers  al  the  North, 
besides  those  al  home.  In  llie  first  period  it  was  .$41 7,449  ; 
In  the  second,  .s;t70,oOO ;  in  tbi^  third,  .e3,OIlO,llOU ;  in  the 
fourth,  87 ,.'S(iO,00«:  and  in  Uie  laSt  period,  (of  only  eight 
years,)  jJ9.7ill,0OU. 

"  According  to  General  Knni'i  report,  the  North  sent  to 
the  Army  one  hundred  men  for  every  Iwo  hundred  and 
twenty  seven  of  military  age  in  1790,  and  Ihe  South  one 
hundred  for  every  two  hundred  and  nine.  But  In  1848,  ime 
oul  of  every  sixty  two  of  the  men  of  miltlary  age  in  1790 
was  a  revolutionary  pensioner  in  the  North,  and  only  one 
oul  of  one  hundred  and  ten  in  the  South.  New  Ciiglaiid 
alone  then  had  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  six  of 
these  pensioniys,  more  than  there  wern  in  all  the  slave 
Stales;  and  New  York  two  thirds  as  many,  though  she  eon- 
Iribuied  not  one  seventh  as  iniicli  lo  the  war. 

'•  The  results  are  equally  remarkable,  if  we  have  regard 
■lo  the  whole  nnniber  of  pensions,  revolnlionary  and  oiher. 
The  expenses  under  this  head,  for  the  four  years  ending  in 
1837,  were  S8,0I0,I«I  in  the  free  Slates,  and  42.588,101  in 
the  iilrtve  States,  who  not  only  paid  llielr  own  share,  but 
.««,:lOo,nflO  to  the  North.  New  England  alone  received 
■«3,9t24, 91 :,  rather  more  than  two  dollars  n  head  for  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  licr  linHts.  During  the  same 
four  years  she  paid  in  taxes  to  the  Federal  Treasury,  ac- 
cording lo  our  tables,  .Jl  7-i  p.^r  head,  so  that  she  actually 
received  more  in  pen^ions  than  she  paid  in  taxes!  In  I  mil 
there  were  not  quite  two  anil  ntialf  times  as  many  pension 
crs  al  the  North  as  al  the  South,  but  in  1«48  there  were 
more  than  (hroe  times  as  many.  New  England  had  more 
revolutionary  penslonemthan  Uie  five  old  planlaUon  Stales 
had  peniloneraof  all  kinds." 


letters  to  his  Senator.  He  did  not  wish  that  mich 
as  the  Senator  near  me  should  have  a  monopoly 
in  the  professions  of  liberty,  and  declamation  on 
philanthropy.  I  believe  the  history  of  the  matter 
IS,  that  some  gentleman  in  Charleston  released  iht 
sailors,  leaving  the  c^tain  to  furnitib  the  mate- 
rials of  such  a  speech  an  the  gentleman  has  made, 
joining  in  the  work  rhetoric.  I  ain  afraid  the 
business  is  running  down.  If  the  law  should  b« 
repealed,  we  may  never  have  another  reterence  to 
the  Hoar  case  again.  This  is  more  than  the 
fourth  lime  that  it  has  been  referred  to.  The  law 
had  to  remain  as  a  speech-making  stimulant. 

The  gentleman  has  spoken  of  Mr.  Hoar  bong 
expelled  by  a  mob.  Sir,  tliere  was  no  mob.  Mr. 
Hoar  was  informed  by  a  committee  of  gentle- 
men that  it  was  desirable  he  should  not  continue 
in  Charleston,  with  an  intimation  that  he  would 
have  to  leave,  but  with  a  declaration  that  any  por- 
tion of  his  family  with  him  would  be  treated  evea 
as  guests,  if  they  choose  tu  remain. 

But,  sir,  these  are  matters  apart  from  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  very  sorry  that  I  have  been  provoked 
into  this  discussion.  It  is  against  my  feeling*  thai 
I  partake  in  it  at  all,  but  now  I  will  come  to  (he 
most  specific  charge  in  the  indictment  against  me. 
,  It  is  not  my  wish  or  purpose,  while  I  am  a 
rtlember  of  the  body,  to  charge  inieniional  false- 
hood made  on  any  issue  by  a  gentleman  who 
represents  a  sovereign  State,  but  »o  far  as  regards 
the  remarks  made  the  other  day,  I  am  bound  to 
make  a  statement  which  I  think  justice  demands, 
and  let  it  go  for  what  it  is  worth.  The  Senator 
will  have  to  take  it  as  I  make  it.  I  should  nol 
say  a  word  about  it  if  he  had  not  gone  back  into 
the  graves  of  South  Carolina.  He  deserves  no 
quarter,  and  perhaps  1  should  give  him  none. 
The  other  Senator  from  Massachusetts  will  per- 
haps have  to  listen  to  what  I  am  to  say,  and  I 
think  the  Senator  will  have,  in  some  measure,  by 
its  opinion  at  least,  to  hear  testimony  to  the  truth 
of  what  I  do  say.  How  far  it  may  effect  the 
Senator  1  know  not.  I  was  speaking  the  other 
day  in  regard  -to  the  petition  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  which  had  been 
introduced,  and  had  given  rise  lo  so  mi  •■'■  ---■•-- 
ment.  Isold  that  originally  I  was  ra>) 
to  such  a  law,  believing  thai,  if  the  C' 
with  its  self-suflicing  energy  and  powers  was 
left  to  execute  itself,  the  States  themselves  as 
parties  to  the  compact  ought  to  perform  under 
that  compart,  the  duly  of  returning  to  the  master 
a  fugitive  slave,  or  of  delivering  him  up,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Constitution.  Such  was  mv 
belief,  and  believing  that,  I  thought  it  was  una.i- 
visable  foi  Congress  to  do  anyihine  until  we  saw 
that  the  States  themselves  would  not  act.  We 
found  in  many  instances  that  the  Slates  not  only 
refused,  but  threw  obstructions  in  the  way.  They 
not  only  did  not  atford  the  usual  assistance  io 
apprehending  a  runaway  slave,  they  in  many 
instances  not  only  refused  assistance,,  but  inter- 
posed actual  atatittary  opposition  to  the  law.  In 
doing  BO  they  took  apology  from  the  cast  of  Prigg, 
vs.  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  at«i  lo 
that  extent  they  had  some  excuse. 

i  said  that  this  memorial  was  likely  to  be  re- 
ferred to  ihe  committee  of  which  I  was  chair- 
man, and  it  was  a  subject  upon  which  I  had  great 
difliculties.  I  said  that  the  fugitive  slave  law  had 
never  had  a  great  deal  of  my  confidence;  but  that, 
before  I  could  undertake  to  say  what  ought  lo  be 
done,  in  relution  to  it,  I  must  inquire  of  gentle- 
men on  this  floor,  representing  non-slaveholdine 
Stotes,  what  those  States  would  do?  I  referred 
especially  to  the  Senators  from  Ma8sachu:je'-ts 
who  had  spoken  most  loudly  on  the  subject.  1 
particularly  appealed  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mns.sachusetis,  [Mr.  Rockwell,]  who  had 
addressed  the  Senate  with  calmness,  whether  he 
supposed,  if  all  such  laws  were  swept  from  the 
statute-book,  and  the  Constitution  was  left  to  its 
self-executing  and  self-suflicing  power,  Massachu- 
sells,  on  demand  of  the  master,  would  i  '  -  -  - 
a  fugitive  slave  who  had  escsprd  iiii 
lory  .'  I  will  do  that  Senator  the  iusi 
that  1  did  not  expect  he  would  be  able  to  answer, 
except  as  o  representative.  I  wished  to  pet  his 
general  opinions  on  the  subject.  Having  paid  him 
that  compliment,  which  I  tliought  he  deserved  as 
the  one  who  presented  the  memorial,  I  turned  in  the 
Senator  near  me,  [Mr.  SiiMViCR,]and  said,"  What  • 
soy  you  on  the  subject?  What  would  you  dor"  I 
did  not  ask  the  Senator  whether  personally  be 
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would  assist  to  reduce  a  human  being  to  bondage, 
or  to  return  him  to  bondage? — as  he  has  put  it. 
I  did  not  ask  him  any  such  question  as  that.  I  did 
not  approach  anyihing  like  it.  I  asked  him  a 
question  of  exactly  the  same  import  which  I  had 
put  to  the  other  Senator  from  that  Slate:  "  What 
would  you  do?"  1  meant,  what  would  you  do  as 
a  public  repreaenlative,  on  that  subject  ?  Would 
you  advise  the  abrogation  of  the  present  fugitive 
slave  law,  with  the  understanding,  on  your  part, 
that  when  you  go  home  you  will  advise  your  con- 
stituents to  do  their  duty  in  relation  to  thfs  matter? 
I  turned  to  him  and  asked  him  what  he  would  do.' 
AVell,  sir,  what  do  ynu  think  he  said  ?  I  have  no 
doubt  he  had  hia  reply  in  his  drawer  fixed,  ready 
for  me.  It  is  a  pretty  thing,  no  doubt.  He  did 
not,  however,  answer  my  question,  nor  did  he 
answer  the  question  which  he  made  for  himself. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  correct  him  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  You  may  correct  me,  if  you 
can. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  very  reluctant  to  inter- 
rupt the  Senator. 

•  Mr.  BUTLER.    I  would  rather  you  would  not 
interrupt  me.    I  do  not  think  you  can  correct  me. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  wish  to  call  the  Senator's 
attention  to  a  report  to  which  I  alluded  before. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Stuart.) 
Does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  yield  the 
floor  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.' 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  think  the  Senator  had  better 
let  me  finish. 

Mr.  SUVINER.     I  wish  to  show  this  now. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     Very  well. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  New  York  papers,  which 
came  to-day,  under  the  telegraph  hei|d,  give  a 
report  of  what  passed,  which  is  necessarily  more 
brief  than  that  in  the  Globe.  The  statement  here 
is  as  follows: 

"  He  [Mr.  Bdti.pr]  would  like  to  ink  the  Senator,  if 
Congress  repealed  itie  ruiiilive  lalnve  Ian',  would  Massachu- 
Retls  execute  the  coiii>ijiuliflnal  requirpuients,  sud  send 
back  to  itie  Soutti  the  aliscondiiig  alavus?" 

That  is  the  statement  of  the  Senator's  interrog- 
atory in  the  New  York  papers,  as  addressed  to 
my  colleague.  Then  the  report  in  the  Globe, 
which,  I  presume,  has  been  revised  by  himself 

Mr.  BUTLER.  No,  sir,  not  that  part;  I  never 
will  touch  personal  matters;  I  give  you  to  under- 
stand that.  , 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  report  in  the  Globe  goes 
on,  "  Will  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Sdmnkr] 
tell  me  that  he  will  do  it?" 

Mr.  BUTLER.    That  was  my  inquiry. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  the  IVew  York  papers 
represent  me  as  saying,  "  Do  you  ask  me  if  I 
would  send  back  a  slave?"  Then  they  go  on  to 
say,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  an- 
swered, "  Why,  yes."  That  is  to  say,  the  ques- 
tion was,  would  I  send  back  a  fugitive?  to  which 
I  replied  as  you  know. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say 
here  what  was  the  Senator's  exact  interrogatory. 
I  know  what  mine  was.  Of  that  1  have  a  right 
to  speak. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Unquestionably. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Though  I  have  been  asked 
frequently  by  others,  I  will  not  say  what  his  in- 
terrogatory was;  for  I  never  will  do  injustice. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  cheerfully  concede  the  Sen- 
ator that  right.  I  know  he  could  not  misstate  on 
this  floor;  but  what  I  concede  to  him  1  claim  for 
myself;  and  1  believe  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  what  I  said  is  better  within  my  memory  than 
within  his. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Now,  will  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  allow  me  to  state 
my  recollection  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the 
Senator  shall  do  so. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Maine  sat  at  some  distance  from  me. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  1  sat  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber,  and  listened  very  attentively  to  what 
was  said.  My  recollection  is,  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  firstaddressed  himself  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber,  [Mr.  Rockwell,)  and,  as  I  understood 
the  inquiry,  though  1  cannot  pretend  to  give  the 
precise  language,  it  was  to  this  effect:  Suppose 
the  fugitive  slave  law  to  be  repealed,  will  Massa- 
chusetts then  pass  laws,  or  see  that  fugitives  are 
returned  ? 


Mr.  BUTLER.    Under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  the 
words  "  under  the  Constitution"  were  in  the  in- 
quiry. The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber,  did  not  immediately  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  then 
turned  to  the  other  Senator  fromwassachusetts, 
[Mr.  Sumner,]  and  put  the  same  inquiry  to  him. 

Mr.  BUI'LER.     1  think  so. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts immediately  said,  as  I  understood  him, 
"  Dues  the  Senator  ask  me  if  1  would  return  a 
fugitive  slave,"  or  something  of  that  kind;  I  can- 
not tell  his  exact  language;  and  then  he  made  the 
quotation. 

Allow  me  to  state  one  thing  further  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge.  The  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Clay,]  as  I  understand,  has  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  on  the  supposition  that  there 
was  a  misunderstanding  and  contradictioitbetween 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  the  reporter; 
and  he  alludtd  to  the  letter  from  the  reporter 
which  was  read  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 
That  letter  states  that  tlie  remark  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  as  published  in  the  Globe, 
was  not  in  the  reporter's  notes.  Now,  sir,  1  have 
very  good  reason  for  saying,  and  I  can  substan- 
tiate it  very  readily,  although  it  may  not  be  (Pre- 
cisely in  order  for  me  to  show,  how,  that  there  is 
no  contradiction  whatever  between  the  reporter 
and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts;  btcause, 
although  the  remark,  as  given  in  the  precise  words 
in  which  it  is  givsR,  was  not  in  the  reporter's 
notes — and  that  is  all  the  reporter  meant  to  say — 
the  substance  of  the  remark,,the  same  idea,  was  in 
the  reporter's  notes,  and  written  out;  but  the 
mere  phraseology,  not  changing  the  idea,  was 
altered  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  as 
stated.  On  that  the  debate  has  proceeded,  being 
predicated  on  an  entire  misapprehension.  That 
misapprehension  is,  that,  as  to  the  substantial 
remark,  there  was  adispute  between  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  the  reporter, 
which,  I  say,  with  very  great  confidence,  does  not 
exist.  ' 

I  may  say  further,  that  after  the  scriptural  quo- 
tation made  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  made  some  re- 
mark to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  which 
1  distinctly  observed,  in  regard  to  his  unwilling- 
ness to  support  the  Constitution.  What  the  pre- 
cise phraseology  was  I  do  not  know.  Theanswer 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  in 
these  precise  words:  "  I  recognize  no  such  obli- 
gation." I  did  not  understand  that  Senator  as 
meaning  to  say  that  he  would  not  obey  the  Con- 
stitution, or  would  disregard  his  oath;  nor,  allow 
me  to  say,  was  he  so  understood  by  many  gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  Chamber;  but  he  simply 
meant  to  say  (I  certainly  so  understood  him)  that 
he  did  not  consider  that  the  Constitution  imposed 
any  such  obligation  upon  him.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  what  1  mean 
to  say  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  of  course 
does  not  undertake  to  controvert.  I  meant  to  put 
the  same  proposition  to  this  Senator  [Mr.  Sum- 
ner] that  I  had  put  to  his  colleague.  When  he 
answered ,  he  answered  a  question  which ,  perhaps, 
he  put  himself;  but  it  was  not  the  inquiry  I  pro- 
pounded. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina — and  I  do  say  it  most  un- 
feignedly — that,  in  answering  him  at  that  time,! 
answered  him  honestly  and  frankly,  according  to 
my  position.  He  adciressed  me^  and  I  regarded 
the  appeal  as  addressed  to  me  individually — as,  if 
I  may  say  so,  an  ar^vnuntvm  ad  Aominem.  Will 
you  join  in  doing  this?  I  so  understood  it;  I  so 
declared, and  then  I  answered  the  Senator, under- 
standing him  to  ask  me  if  I  would  individually, 
personally,  join  in  sending  back  a  slave.  That 
was  my  interpretation,  and  accordingly  I  an- 
swered, and  by  that  answer  I  stand.  I  state  this 
with  all  frankness  and  simplicity  before  the  Sen- 
ate. I  think  the  controversy  does  not  justly  arise 
on  the  facts. 

Mr.  RUSK.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Yes,  sir,  I  do,  in  connection 
with  this  matter;  for  1  do  not  undertake  to  recol- 
lect anything,  except  the  question  which  1  put 
myself.    That  I  do  recoUSct. 


Mr.  RUSK.  I  have  no  desire  to  be  a  volun- 
teer in  this  matter;  but  I  happened  to  b|t  sitting 
very  close  by  both  Senators,  and  I  think  I  have  a 
very  distinct  recollection  of  what  occurred.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  ad- 
dressing the  Chair  on  the  subject  of  the  reference 
of  this  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Among  other  remarks,  he  said  that  he  had  not 

f)ut  a  very  high  estimate  upon  the. fugitive  slave 
aw  passed  by  Congress,  and  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  investigate  the  subject;  but  that,  before 
investigating  it,  with  a  view  to  its  repeal,  there  was 
a  question  which  it  would  become  necessary  to 
ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
alluding  to  the  Senator  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber,  [Mr.  Rockwell,]  or,  at  all  events,  ad- 
dressing him.  It  was  whether,  if  Congress  should 
repeal  the  law  in  regard  to  fugitive  slaves,  Mas- 
sachusetts would  execute  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution. What  the  other  words  which  he  used 
in  that  connection  were,  I  do  not  exactly  remem- 
ber; but  they  were  to  this  effect,  that  he  did  not 
ask  for  a  direct  answer  from  him,  but  that  it  would 
become  a  material  inquiry,  in  the  inve.stigation  of 
the  question,  whether  the  fugitive  slave  law  should 
be  repealed.  He  then  turned  round  to  the  other 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner  ]  I 
was  under  the  impression  he  did  it  as  a  matter  of 
politeness — that  having  asked  one  Senator,  he 
thought  he  ought,  perhaps,  to  ask  the  other. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     That  was  my  real  feeling. 

Mr.  RUSK.  He  put  the  question  to  niinj 
"What  would  you  do,  sir?"  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  became  very  much  excited,  and 
I  think  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  remember 
exactly  what  he  did  say.  He  said,  "Do  you  ask 
me  if  I  would  do  so  and  so,"  and  he  immediately 
said,  "Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this 
^hing?"  That  is  about  the  way  1  understood  it. 
Vwas  sitting  clo^ie  to  both  Senators,  and  I  think  I 
heard  fully  all  that  passed. 

A  word  now  in  answer  to  a  remark  which  fell 
from  the  Senator  from  Maine.  The  observations 
to  which  he  alluded  last  occurred  in  a  question 
between  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pratt.]  The  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  said  something,  and  the  ob- 
servation which  the  Senator  from  Alaine  repeated 
was  in  reply  to  it. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  It  might  have  been  so; 
but  I  remember  that  the  statement  to  which  so 
much  exception  was  taken  in  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  was  mede  distinctly 
in  the  terms  1  have  stated,  according  to  my  recol- 
lecfion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  think  this  matter  very 
important,  and  I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  longer 
upon  it;  but  I  will  sny  what  I  know  to  be  the  true 
explanation  of  it.  The  same  interrogatory  which 
I  proposed  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  on 
the  other  side  of  the  chamber,  I  intended  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Senator  on  this  side.  When  he  chose 
to  make  his  reply  by  a  quotation,  he  assumed 
that  1  had  made  an  interrogatory  which  I  hail 
never  made,  but  it  verifies  again  what  I  said  be- 
fore, that  all  his  rhetoric  has  been  upon  issues  of 
his  own  creation,  I  did  not  make  them.  I  did 
not  ask  him  whether  he  would  join  with  the  police 
as  an  individual,  to  pursue  a  slave,  and  he  knows 
I  did  not.  His  elaborate  impromptu,  in  his  quoted 
answer,  was  an  affair  of  his  own  altogether. 

I  make  now  the  qualified  remark — for  upon  per- 
sonal matters  I  wish  always  to  be  correct — that 
whatever  may  have  been  the  Senator's  assump- 
tions, in  nothing  that  1  did  say,  in  no  interpreta- 
tion that  could  be  given  of  what  I  did  say,  ought 
he  to  have  supposed  that  I  would  have  asked  the 
question,  whether  he,  as  a  Senator  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  bound  to  join  with  the  police  and  appre- 
hend a  slave.  He  may  have  been  expecting  such 
a  question,  and  was  prepared  for  it.  Sir,  I  asked 
a  graver  question,  whetner  he,  in  his  place,  as  a 
Senator  of  Massachusetts,  would  say  here  that 
Massachusetts  would  execute  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  whether  he  would  concur 
in  carrying  out  that  Constitution  ?  That  was  tht 
interrogatory  I  proposed  to  him;  and  he  evaded  it 
by  saying,  "if  the  gentleman  saya  so  and  so,  then 
I  answer  by  this  quotation."  I  made  one  issue 
by  my  interrogatory,  and  he  made  another.  1  do 
not  say  that  it  may  not  have  been  a  misconcep- 
tion. I  will  be  qualified  on  the  subject;  but  when 
he  made  that  remark,  I  assumed  that  he  regarded 
himself  absolved  frcnii  th»  obligntio'n  takM  by  hit 
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oath  here  to  maintain  that  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  required  every  State  in  this  Union 
to  perform  its  ducy  in  returning  a  fugitive  slave. 
I  nseumed  it,  and  I  denounced  it.  At  first  I  did 
not  aay  much  about  it;  but  I  treated  it  rather  with 
ridicule,  until  it  became  a  subject  of  more  than 
ridicule  by  a  subsequent  remark  of  the  Senator, 
and  thenldid  denounce  it  in  a  very  few  sentences. 
I  do  not  think  he  could  take  much  exception  to 
even  those  sentences,  compared  with  what  others 
bave  said.  But  before  them  he  cannot  find  a 
place  where  I  bestowed  a  single  epithet  on  him, 
except  that  I  characterized  his  speech  as  vapid 
rhetoric.  1  had  a  right  to  do  so.  On  some  occa- 
sions I  had  thought  and  spoken  well  of  his  taste; 
but  thought  there  was  justice  modifying  that  judg- 
ment, in  saying  that  the  same  thing, attenuated  and 
repeated,  had  lost  something  of  even  its  original- 
ity.    In  this  criticism  he  may  have  been  touched. 

Now,  by  vi'ay  of  episode,  let  me  say,  as  the  Sen- 
ator has  referred  to  me,  that  it  would  have  been  my 
wish  to  have  him  perform  the  part  which  I  would 
have  assigned  him.  If  he  would  discharge  the 
duties  for  which  I  think  he  is  fitted,  I  should  be 
satisfied.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  indicate  what 
those  duties  are.  I  have  never  shown  an  un- 
friendly feeling.  Now,  he  will  allow  me  to  state 
the  reason  why  I  was  excited  on  that  day.  I  wish 
him  to  understand  why  I  was  fairly  excited  in 
regard  to  the  matter  which  has  been  the  cause  of 
so  much  controversy  here.  Considering  that  the 
remark  to  which  I  have  referred  came  from  a  man 
of  his  responsibility,  talent,  and  scholarship,  I 
think  I  had  a  right  to  be  excited  at  it.  Why, 
sir,  did  not  that  Senator  rise  and  say  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales — not  speaking  in  an 
adversary  Commonwealth,  whofe  flag  had  been 
erected  by  the  voice  of  his  own  State,  not  as 
standing  upon  Bunker  Hill  and  Inspired  by^h^ 
spirit  of  liberty — he  was  willing  to  run  the  hazarJy 
and  risks  of  battle;  not  that  he  was  willing  to 
encounter  the  pains  and  penalties  of  a  separate 
movement  against  the  Federal  Government .'  But 
what  1  was  excited  at  was  that,  in  this  Senate 
he  should  say  that  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates,  a  compact  into  which 
Massachusetts  entered,  recognizing  the  existence 
of  slavery  and  the  obligatir>ns  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  to  perform., their  duties  in  return- 
ing a  fugitive,  imposed  no  obtignlion  upon  him  ! 
When  I  saw  him  rise  upon  thi.-»  floor,  and  heard 
him  say  that  that  clause,  and  all  laws  intended  to 
carry  it  out,  were  worse  thnn  ihe  Stamp  Act, and 
that  before  Qod  he  would  be  as  much  justified  in 
resisting  them  as  our  forefathers  were  in  resisting 
the  Stamp  Act,  I  was  excited.  When  a  coequal 
Senator  stood  on  this  floor,  and  said  it  would  be 
as  lawful,  as  heroic,  as  glorious,  to  resist  this  pro- 
Tision  of  the  Constitution,  as  to  resist  the  Stamp 
Act,  I  was  indignant.  As  I  understood  him,  he 
justified  combined  communities,  mobs,  in  resisting 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  or  that  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Sir,  he  identified  with  the  glorious  re- 
sistance to  the  Stamp  Act,  as  exhibited  in  Boston 
and  elsewhere,  resistance  which  he  was  willing  to 
make  to  the  Constitution  of  his  own  country  ! 

Did  he  suppose  ihat  I,  as  a  southern  man,  in- 
terested in  tne  institution  of  slavery,  representing 
a  slaveholding  Commonwealth,  could  stand  here 
and  hear  myself  denounced,  and  my  community 
denounced,  for  maintaining  an  institution  of  that 
kind,  and  for  insisting  upon  the  constitutional  ob- 
ligations of  others,  to  conform  to  the  terms  of  the 
Confederacy.'  When  he  said,  that  before  God — 
I  do  nut  know  whether  he  used  those  words,  but 
he  made  some  solemn  asservation — the  enormities 
of  the  Stamp  Act  aunk  into  insignificance,  com- 
pared with  the  enormities  of  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  or  any  act  intended  to  carry  it  out, 
it  was  enough  to  excite  me.  It  was,  however, 
but  a  temporary  excitement;  and  if  theSenator  had 
not  this  morning  come  here,  and  indited  a  libel 
against  Souih  Carolina — not  in  the  name  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  she  would  not  do  it-i-if  he  had 
not  come  here  this  morning,  and  with  concocted 
malice,  poured  out  a  prepared  speech,  on  the 
assumption  that  I  had  said  a  thing  which  1  never 
said;  if  he  had  not  come  here  deliberately  pre- 
pared to  lake  materials  brought  together  in  a  fell 
spirit,  with  a  view  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  North  and  the  South,  and  against  South  Car- 
olina, I  should  have  said  nothing.  God  knows 
South  Carolina  has  had  her  difliculties  through- 
out the  whole  period  of  her  existence.    Her  his- 


tory is  written  in  blood  and  trial.  But  1  forbear. 
When  she  invited  Greene,  and  lie  took  command  of 
hermililiaand  regulars,!  will  not sny certainly, but 
I  do  not  think  there  was  a  MassachuAetts  soldier 
who  followed  him.  Perhaps  some  of  the  officers 
might  have  beui  from  Massachusetts.  Oreene 
wosinviied  to  t^e  command  of  the  southern  army. 
He  had  good  taste  enough  to  appreciate  the  grati- 
tude and  the  ofl'erings  of  friendship  bestowed  upon 
him  by  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  His  grave 
is  there.  They  bestowed  upon  him  fortune.  They 
rewarded  him  with  something  more  than  the  laurels 
which  the  rhetorician  can  bestow  upon  the  hero 
whose  merits  I  am  afraid  he  cannot  appreciate. 
Sir,  when  he  speaks  of  my  honored  State  by  cull- 
ing history  which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining,  I  admit  we  had  our  difliculties.  The 
truth  is,  it  is  a  wonder  that  South  Carolina  ever 
went  to  the  rescue  of  Boston.  Boston  made  the 
war  with  Great  Britain.  She  was  the  first.  She 
made  it  in  the  spirit  of  hardy  Massachusetts,  of 
slaveholding  Massachusetts.  I  doliot  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  fact  of  her  being  or  not  being  slave- 
holding  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  I  do  not  say 
that  a  btale  is  better  or  worse  for  being  slaveholding 
or  non-slaveholding.  But,  sir,  when  Massachu- 
setts made  thedeclaration  and  involved  thecountry 
in  the  issues  of  war,  we  came  to  her  rescue,  and 
our  history  will  illustrate  the  annals  of  that  day. 
I  will  not  say  more,  for  more  would  not  become 
me  or  him  on  that  point. 

It  might  be  expected  that  I  should  reply  more 
specifically  to  some  things  said  about  South  Caro- 
lina. I  will  do  so  when  there  is  a  real  occasion. 
So  long  as  the  names  of  Kirkwood,  Howard, 
Morgan,  and  Rutherford;  of  Marion,  Clarke,  and 
Elbert,  shall  remain  in  history,  ihe  southern  States 
will  require  no  vindication  on  this  floor.  And  so 
long  as  the  names  of  Lincoln,  Greene,  Stark,  Put- 
nam, and  Knox,  shall  remain,  ihey  will  serve  to 
shed  their  rays  on  a  common  history.  That  is 
secure  from  the  North  or  the  South.  They  will  go 
to  show  that  slaveholding  communities  can  achieve 
an  organized  independence,  and  can  institute  con- 
stitutions for  the  maintenance  of  rational  liberty. 

I  will  now  conclude  by  saying  that  what  I  have 
said  has  been  the  en°usion  of  the  moment,  and 
not  the  eff'usion  of  the  drawer;  but  what  theSen- 
ator has  said  this  morning  has  been  the  deliberate 
preparation  of  two  or  three  nights'  lucubrations, 
collecting  the  materials  of  history,  and  making 
them  subservient  to  the  maintenance  of  false  issues. 
With  that  proposition  I  leave  the  subject.  Upon 
false  issues  he  has  made  his  speech. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  do  not  rise  to  make  a  speech; 
I  have  no  idea  of  trespassing  on  the  lime  of  the 
Senate  at  this  period  of  the  day;  but  I  rise  to  re- 
peat— and  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine  to  it — that  there  is  a  material  difference 
between  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  the 
reporter.  Before  I  allude  to  the  evidence  to  estab- 
lish the  truth  of  the  position  assumed  by  theSen- 
ator from  Indiana,  and  reassumed  by  myself,  I  will 
say  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  I  do  not  doubt 
that  he  labors  under  an  honest  misapprehension, 
and  that  he  really  believes  what  he  has  slated. 
Now,  I  wish  to  call  his  attention,  first,  to  the  fact, 
that  the  Senator  who  put  the  question,  and  who 
stood  immediately  before  theSenator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, understood  him  as  denying  the  obli- 
gations of  his  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  that  he  so  treated  it,  and  con- 
tinued to  treat  it  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
speech.  And  that  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts so  intended. at  the  time,  there  is  confirmation 
in  the  record  itself;  and  I  call  the  Senator's  atten- 
tion to  it.  Here  it  is,  found  in  the  following  re- 
marks of  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina,  from 
Maryland,  and  from  Mabsachuselts,  as  exhibited 
in  the  report  before  us: 

"  Mr.  BVTLKR.  ThPn  ynii  would  nwt  obey  the  Constftu- 
tjnn.  8ir,  rturning  to  .Mr.  Sdmnkr,]  standing  here  before 
this  tribunal,  where  you  swore  !•>  support  it,  ynti  rise  and 
ictl  mv  thai  you  regard  it  the  office  of  a  dnp  lo  enforce  it 
You  stand  in  nty  pre:'i>rice,  as  a  co<-qual  Si'nator,  and  tell 
me  that  it  is  a  ttoc ^s  office  to  execute  the  CoasUtution  of 
the  United  StatesT 

"  Mr.  Pratt.     Which  he  has  sworn  to  support. 

<*Mr.  SuMKER.     1  recognize  no  such  obtigatton.*' 

That  is  "  confirmation  strong  as  proofs  of  Holy 
Writ"  that  he  was  not  misapprehended,  and  that 
he  reasseverated  what  he  had  before  asserted. 

Mr.  FESSENDE.'V.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
how  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  understood 
it,  nor  do  1  undertake  to  say  how  the  Senator 


from  Alaboma,  or  any  other  gentleman,  under- 
stood it.  I  only  say  that  the  language  w^as  such 
as  I  have  stated,  and  that  I  did  tiot  understand  the 
Senator  from  MaHsachusetts  as  conveying  such  au 
ides' as  is  imputed  to  him,  nor  did  many  other  gen- 
tlemen, lo  my  knowledge,  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Nor  had  I  any  such  idea  lo 
convey. 

Mr.  PESSENDEN.  1  imputed  at  the  time  the 
construclion  which  was  put  upon  the  language  of 
the  Senator  rather  to  the  heat  of  the  debate  and, 
perhaps,  a  want  of  capacity — not  a  general  want 
of  capacity,  but  a  want  of  capacity  under  the  ex- 
citement of  the  occasion — properly  to  appreciate 
the  real  meaning  which  the  Senator  intended  to 
convey. 

Mr.  GILLETTE.  I  will  state.sir,  that  I  was 
in  my  seat,  paying  very  close  attention  to  the  re- 
marks which  were  matle  that  day.  As  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  turned  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  the  latter  Senator  rose,  and 
in  this  manner  asked  ihe  question,  "  Do  you  ask 
mt  whether  /  would  return  a  slave?" — emphasiz- 
ing the  "  me"  and  the  "  I,"  which,  to  my  mind, 
banishes  all  doubt  as  to  the  matter.  That  is  the 
way  in  which  1  understood  him. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  Mr.  President,  there  may  pos- 
sibly have  been  some  mistake  as  loone  point,  but 
there  can  be  none  as  to  the  last.  Did  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  make  use  of  the  following 
language:  "  I  recognize  no  such  obligation?"  No 
Senator,  not  even  that  one  himself,  pretends  to 
deny  it.  Now,  what  is  that  obligation  which  he 
says  he  does  not  recognize  ?  tjrenllemen  may 
fix  up  as  many  beautiful  sentences  as  they  please, 
but  I  shall  very  easily  show  what  it  means.  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  asked  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  according  to  the  report, 
(which  I  contend  was  an  interpolation,)  whether 
he  interrogated  him  so  and  so?  Then,  after  his 
answer,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  went  on 
thus: 

**Mr.  BuTrKR.    Then  you  would  i*"'  "K^,- ii.a  rr.T^=,■.. 
lution.  8ir.  [turning  to  Mr.  8I7mser,]  ^ 
Ihis  tribunal,  where  you  swctre  to  sup, 

tell  me  that  you  regsrd  it  Ihe  office  ui   ^.  o-h ■- ..- 

You  stand  in  my  presence,  as  a  coequal  Senator,  and  tell 
me  that  it  is  n  dog's  office  to  execute  the  Cunsuiauoo  of 
the  United  Stales? 

"  Mr.  Pratt.     VVliich  he  ^as  sworn  to  support. " 

This  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  did 
not  change  at  all  what  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  was  saying;  for  he  had  already  told  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  that  he  had  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution.  Bat  lo  that,  what 
was  the  response  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts ?  Here  is  the  issue,  and  it  is  narrowed  down. 
He  promptly  responded: 

"  Mr.  BoMNER.    I  recognize  no  such  obligation." 

What,sir?  The  Senator  from  Massachusetu  not 
recognize  the  obligation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  oath  he  has  taken  to  support  it !  That  is  what 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  alike  charged  upon  him.  They 
notified  him,  they  warned  tiim,they  advised  him, 
they  refreshed  his  memory,  that  he  had  sworn  to 
support  the  Constitution;  and  directly, in  the  fare 
of  both  these  advices,  warnings,  and  remindings 
that  he  occupied  such  a  position,  he  expressly 
said,  "  I  recognize  no  such  obligation." 

Now,  sir,  how  does  the  Senator  attempt  to  get 
out  of  it?  How  can  he,  or  how  can  his  numerous 
friends,  undertake  to  excuse  him,  and  get  around 
it?  He  may  quibble  as  In  the  other  question, 
"  whether  you  asked  me  whether  I  would  do  so 
and  HO,"  emphasizing  the  mt  and  the  /;  but  I  say 
that  he  said  he  recognized  "_ro  such  obligation 
as  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and  the  oath 
he  had  taken  before  the  Presiding  Oflicer  of  this 
body,  upon  the  Gospel  of  Qod,  to  support  it;  and 
that  he  boldly  statetj  here  in  our  presence,  (and 
was  the  first  high  oflicini  that  ever  did  utter  such 
words;  and  no  man  can  say  he  did  not  utter  them,) 
that  he  recognized  no  such  obligation.  No  such 
obligation  as  what?  The_  Constitution  of  his 
country,  and  his  oath  to  support  that  Constitu- 
tion. His  words  are,  "  I  recognize  no  such  obli- 
gation." 

Sir,  the  Senator  stands  convicted,  not  hy  my 
testimony  alone,  but  by  the  testimony  of  } 
reporter,  the  testimony  of  the  Senator  from  A  m- 
bama,  the  testimony  of  the  Senator  from  Florida, 
the  testimony  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
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lira,  and  llie  testimony  of  the  Senator  from  Texas, 
of  having  said  that  he  recognized  no  such  obliga- 
tion. 

Sir,  while  (  am  up  I  will  say  what  I  intended 
to  say  when  I  was  up  before,  that  in  any  remark 
which  I  have  made  I  have  not  designed  to  attri- 
bute anything  improper,  unjustifiable,  or  censur- 
able to  the  reporter  of  the  Senate.  To  that  gen- 
tlemen 1  am  under  many  obligations  this  year, 
and  in  years  gone  past,  in  the  other  House  ami 
in  this  body,  for  efficient,  correct,  and  faithful  re- 
ports of  what  I  have  said.  I  have  no  complaint 
to  lay  at  his  door.  He  may  havethoughthe  was 
justified  in  allowing  the  Senator  to  interpolate  in 
my  remarks  what  he  did  allow  him  to  interpolate; 
and  he  has  come  forward  promptly  to  show,  by 
the  letter  which  I  read  to-day,  and  which  will  ap-  ( 
pear  in  my  remarks  to-morrow,  that  he  did  inter-  I 
polate,  that  they  did  not  exist,  and  that,  even  as 
reported,  ^y  were  different  in  form  and  substance 
from  whatTfppears  in  print.  The  Senator  cannot 
get  out  of  the  charge  that  is  here  made  against  i 
liim.  He  said  he  recognized  no  such  obligation 
as  the  obligation  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  his 
oath  to  support  it.  He  cannot,  he  has  not  shirked, 
in  any  form,  the  allegation  that  he  interpolated  ! 
what  was  not  true,  what  he  did  not  say,  what  he 
could  not  have  said,  and  that  he  forced  it  in  the 
report  to  the  detriment  of  the  then  speaker. 

Mr.  TOUCEY.  Mr.  President,  I  should  be 
unwilling  to  hold  any  Senator  to  the  consequences 
of  a  hasty  expression.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to 
ask  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  whether  he 
now  recognizes  an  obligation  to  return  a  fugitive 
slave.'  1  put  the  question  in  general  language: 
Does  he  recognize  the  obligation  to  return  a  fugi- 
tive slave? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  To  that  I  answer  distinctly, 
no. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Now,  I  trust  nobody  will  again 
undertake  to  qualify  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  or  to  screen  him  from  an 
imputation  that  is  made  against  him. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ENROLLED  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Forney,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  enrolled 
bill,  entitled  an  "Act  to  aid  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota in  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  therein;" 
which  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  President  pro 
Umpore. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  ask  the  unanimous, 
consent  of  the  Senate,  in  behalf  of  my  absent  col- 
league'who  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness,  to 
ijitroduce  a  bill  to  aid  in  the  transportation  of  the 
mails.  My  object  is  merely  to  have  it  referred  to 
the  proper  committee. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  was  granted,  and  it  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  June  38,  1854. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  Rev.  Henry  Slicer. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     I    move  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

fuller's  survey  of  the  OHIO  RIVER. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  the  resolve  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  3llih  in-itant,  a  report 
of  the  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers,  con- 
taining information  in  respect  to  Fuller's  survey 
of  the  Ohio  river,  (made  in  1853,)  at  and  in  the 
vicinity  of^arietia,  Ohio,  with  such  reports,  es- 
timates, explanatory  notes,  and  other  papers,  on 
file  in  the  War  Department,  adapted  to  illustrate 
the  same. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


Mr.  COBB.  Now  let  ua  have  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  JONES.    Well,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  1  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  DE  WITT,  from  the  Coiflmittee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  fol- 
lowing bills;  which  thereupon  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Speaker: 

An  act  to  reimburse  to  the  common  council  of 
New  York  city  the  expenditure  made  for  the  first 
regiment  of  New  York  volunteers; 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  Louis- 
iana on  the  Bastrop  grant; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Priscilla  C.  Simonds; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Olmstead; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Zadoc  C.  Inghram;  and 

An  act  for  therelief  of  Llewellyn  Washington. 

PRESERVATION  OF  LIFE  FROM  SHIPWRECK. 

Mr.  SICELTON.  By  unanimous  consent, and 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  the 
following  bill;  wh^oh  was  rend  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce: 

A  bill  for  the  better  preservation  of  life  and 
property  from  shipwreck  on  the  coast  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 
MAIL  TRANSPORTATION  TO  THE  PACIFIC. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  to  provide  a  weekly  mail  service  between 
the  Atlantic  Slates  and  San  Francisco. 

The  pending  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.         • 

Mr.  COBB.  I  made  that  motion,  and  I  will  not 
withdraw  it  until  1  hear  what  the  gentleman  from 
California  wants.  Perhaps  he  is  desirous  of  post- 
poning it. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  ask  theunanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  make  a  verbal  amendment 
to  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  it  from 
ambiguity. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

In  the  Hixlh  line  strlKe  nut  tlie  word  "existing,"  before 
the  word  '*  contract  ;*'  and  in  the  Keventh  line,  aAer  the 
word  "conir^ctj'MiiHt'rtUie  words  *' to  be  made." 

So  that  the  clause  shall  read: 

And  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Poatmaster  'General  to 
determine  any  conuacl  to  be  made  for  the  service  lierein 
required,  and  to  make  a  new  contract  therefor  whenever 
a  greater  expedilion  can  be  procured  within  the  provisioua 
of  this  act  eipreesed." 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  amendment 
is  not  only  a  verbal  one,  but  it  makes  a  material 
difference  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessei  will  remember  that  upon  a  previousday 
it  was  stated  by  myself,  in  my  place  here,  that 
there  was  no  intention  of  afTecting  existing  con- 
tracts. That  bill  was  drawn  up  without  any  such 
design.  The  term  of  that  particular  provision 
is,  that  it  shall  only  operate  upon  the  services 
provided  for  in  the  act;  but  the  term  "  existing" 
makes  the  sentence  ambiguous.  I  do  not  wish 
the  provision  to  be  ambiguous  at  all,  though  I 
think,  with  my  amendment  adopted ,  the  provision 
will  be  the  same.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
I  nessee  to  allow  me  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  ex- 
press the  intention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  that  amendment  will  not 
do. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  desire  simply  that  the 
provision  be  clear  and  explicit. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  the  amendment  is  a  ma- 
terial one,  and  perhaps  it  altera  the  whole  gist  of 
the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made,  then, 
to  the  amendment, thequestion  is  upon  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  made  that  motion, and  I  believe 
the  previous  question  has  been  called  and  sus- 
tained upon  the  bill. 

TheSPliAKER.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  under  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  the  previous  question  is 
exhausted  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  COBB.  My  object  in  moving  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  was  to  keep  the  bill  in  the  posses- 


sion of  the  House,  so  that  they  could  recon- 
sider, and",  if  they  found  it  necessary,  when  it 
should  come  up  again,  to  amend  it  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  the  House.  We  have 
passed  beyond  the  stage  in  which  amendment  can 
be  made  to  the  bill;  and  at  the  time  I  made  the 
tnotion,  1  heard  numerous  objections  made  by  the 
members  of  this  House  to  the  bill  as  it  was  then 
stated  to  the  House.  The  committee  which  re- 
ported the  bill  now  desire  to  amend  it,  and  to  qual- 
ify some  of  its  language;  and  I  hope  it  may  be 
amended  in  a  manner  which  will  render  it  accept- 
able to  the  gentleman  from  California,  [Mr.  Mc- 

DOCGALL.] 

1  recollect  distinctly  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Breckinridge,]  who  is  not  now 
in  his  seat,  voted  for  the  bill  on  its  second  and 
third  reading.  In  relation  to  certain  provisions 
in  the  bill,  however,  I  discovered  that  he  dissented 
from  the  gentleman  from  California.  He  sug- 
gested that  he  desired  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
obviate  all  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  the  other 
contract.  It  is  my  desire,  and  I  presume  it  is  the 
desire  of  every  gentleman  here,  if  the  bill  is  to 
pass,  to  put  it  in  such  a  shape  as  to  make  it  ac- 
ceptable to  the  gentleman  from  California  and  to 
the  House.  But  the  next  day,  seeing  that  no 
particular  attention  was  called  to  it,  and  knowing 
that  if  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed,  it  must  either  pass  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  now  stands,  or  be  defeated,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  have  the  opportunity  upon  re- 
flection to  make  such  amendments  as  they  might 
consider  necessary,  I  made  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

In  the  condition  in  which  the  bill  now  stands 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  against  it.  I  desire  that 
proper  mail  facilities  shall  be  furnished  between 
(he  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts;  and  if  the  billj:an 
be  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to  provide  for  the 
abrogation  of  the  existing  contract,  I  shall  cheer- 
fully vote  for  it.  But  unless  some  means  can  be 
provided  by  which  we  can  get  rid  of  the  old  con- 
tract, I  shall  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  it, 
rtotwithstandin^  my  earnest  wish  to  afford  the 
proper  mail  facilities  between  the  two  oceans. 

1  hope,  therefore,  the  friends  of  the  measure 
will  go  with  me  in  this  inoiion  to  reconsider,  and 
give  the  House  an  opportunity  to  so  amend  the 
bill  that  it  may  pass  in  a  shape  that  will  be  alike 
satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  from  California  and 
the  House.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss' 
the  merits  of  the  measure.  1  have  risen  merely 
to  state  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  with  that 
amendment,  and  that  I  shall  vote  against  it  with- 
out the  amendment.  And  now,  sir,  profiting  by 
the  suggestion  of  a  friend,  never  to  speak  unless  1 
could  say  something  that  would  edify  the  House, 
I  intend  to  withhold  my  fire,  so  far  as  the  making 
of  speeches  are  concerned,  to  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  obtoined  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  HAVEN,  who  said:-  Is  the  motion  to  re- 
consider now  before  the  House? 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  car- 
ried, for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  do  not  wish  «o  take  any  part 
in  this  di8cuesion;'but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  only 
reasonable  that  the  House  should  reconsider,  and 
give  thegentleman  from  California  the  opportunity 
to  print  the  bill  in  the  language  in  which  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  it  intended  it  should  be,  and 
then  either  vote  down  the  bill,  or  puss  it  at  once. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  California  to  allow  me  to  say  a  word.  When 
this  bill  was  before  the  House  for  consideration, 
some  days  ago,  not  having  read  the  bill  carefully, 
I  asked  .the  gentleman  from  California  a  question, 
which  it  seems  has  brought  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  point  upon  which  the  reconsidera- 
tion is  now  asked.  I  asked  the  gentleman  whether 
this  bill  would  interfere  with  the  existing  contract? 
His  reply  was,  that  it  did  not  imerfere  with  the 
existing  contract  for  ocean  steam  mail  service  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coast.  The  gen- 
tleman was  then,  it  ssems,  laboring  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  still  adheres  to  his  objection  to  the 
amendment,  I  hope  the  House  will  grant  so  rea- 
sonable a  request  as  thegentleman  from  California 
makes. 

I  regret  that  my  friend  from  Tennessee  objects. 
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But  he  does  object;  and  !  hope  that  the  House 
will  make  the  reconBideretion  and  modification  of 
the  bill  «B  desired. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  wi<h  19  iay  to  the 
House  that  I  do  desire  the  reconsideration  to  take 
place.  1  do  not  wish,  nnd  would  not  seek  to  ac 
complish,  anything  by  indirection;  and  if  I  had 
wanted  the  Poetmaster  General  authorized  to  abro- 
gate the  existing  contract,  I  should  have  so  staled 
in  plain  terms.  I  sought  nothing  of  the  kind,  as 
1  stated  on  a  previous  occasion  in  my  place  here. 
I  hope  the  House  will  allow  the  reconsideration 
to  take  place,  that  the  proper  amendment  to  ex- 
press the  views  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  my 
own,  may  be  made.  ^ 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  favor  the  proposition  of  my  friend  from 
California;  but  before  doing  so,  I  should  like  to 
have  some  information  on  the  subject,  from  either 
the  gentleman  himself,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Ronds,  or  the 
chairman  of  the  select  committee  on  steamship 
contracts.  It  is  my  desire  to  increase,  within 
reasonable  limit,  the  mail  facilities  for  California. 
The  cost  of  the  present  facilities,  if  I  am  correctly 
informed,  is  $838,000  the  year;  my  friend's  prop- 
osition authorizes  and  requires  the  Postmaster 
General  to  increase  that  expenditure  $250,000. 

There  seems  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  gentleman  from  California,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  select  committee  to  investigate  (he 
subject  of  contracts  with  steamship  companies  for 
carrying  the  United  States  mails  as  to  whether 
the  contract  immediately  under  consideration  can 
be  abrogated.  Now,  sir,  while  I  am  anxious  and 
willing  to  afford  all  the  mail  facilities  to  California 
which  justice  may  demand,  still  I  cannot  vole  for 
this  (350,000  increase  unless  I  can  have  some  as- 
■urwice,  or  see  my  way  clear  in  regard  to  th< 
abrogation  of  the  existing  contract  with  this  mail 
steamship  company.  Let  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
I  have  alluded  give  the  House  their  reasons  why 
the  appropriation  is  a  proper  one. 

Before  I  y  ieid  the  floor,  however,  for  the  inform- 
ation I  have  asked,  I  repeat  what  I  said  on  a 
former  occasion  when  (he  question  was  before  us, 
that  we  ought  not  to  act  on  the  bill  until  we 
had  seen  the  conclusions  of  the  investigating 
committee  on  steamship  contracts,  and  the  action 
of  the  House  on  its  report.  I  understand  from 
my  friend  that  he  intends  to  notice  (his  point  after 
the  reconsideration;  and  when  we  get  back  to  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  I  shall  not  trammel,  by  any 
objection  of  mine,  any  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
1  think  that  the  people  of  California  need,  and 
areentided  to,  increased  mail  facilities;  but  1  hope 
that  the  House  may  be  now  furnished  with  the 
information  which  i  have  indicated.  On  that  in- 
formation will,  to  some  extent,  depend  the  vote 
which  1  shall  give.  If  we  cannot  give  up  the 
contract  with  this  steamship  company,  so  as  to 
make  belter  arrangement  than  that  now  existing, 
I  am  willing  to  vols' what  is  asked;  but  1  can- 
not consent  to  lax  the  Post  Office  Department 
f  1,000,000  far  mail  facilities  for  California,  when 
know  that  there  are  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try similarly  situated,  and  who  demand  at  our 
bands  further  ntail  facilities. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am ,  perhaps,  unable  to  give  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  the  information  he  has 
asked  relative  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  put  an 
end  to  existing  contracts  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco. 
It  depends  entirely  on  the  construction  of  the 
contract,  involving,  perhaps,  some  nice  legal 
points  that  the  House  can  decide  for  themselves. 
But  I  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me,  see  what  that  has 
to  do  with  this  bill.  The  question  is  a  simple  one. 
Do  we  need  increased  mail  facilities  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific?  If  we  do,  let  us  have  them. 
Then,  if  you  have  the  power  (o  put  an  end  to  the 
existing  con(ract,  and  make  a  belter  one  for  that 
mail  service,  let  us  have  that  also.  But  it  appears, 
if  we  need  an  increase  of  mail  facilities,  we  should 

Sass  this  bill  without  any  reference  to  the  other, 
ielieving  that  the  matter  has  been  fully  discussed, 
and  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  I  move  the 
previous  question  upon  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  Will  the  gentleman 
withdraw  his  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
to  enable  me  to  make  an  inquiry? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  withdraw  it  if  the  gentleman 
will  renew  it. 


Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  Do  I  understand  this 
bill  as  contemplating  that  the  samecontraclors  shall 
perform  the  service  a^  have  performed  it  hitherto? 

Mr.  OLDS.  No,  sir.  The  contract  will  be 
open  for  any  bids  for  carrying  the  mails,  by  any 
olher  route,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250,000. 
It  has  not  the  Vnost  distant  thing  in  the  world  to 
ilo  with  the  existing  conlract for  carrying  the  mail 
between  Panama  and  Chagres. 

Mr.  MACE.  It  has  been  out  of  the  power  of 
the  select  committee  on  ocean  mall  service,  up  to 
this  lime,  to  submit  a  report  to  the  House.  The 
report,  however,  will  be  completed  and  submitted 
next  week.  i,like  Ihegenlleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Olds,]  can  see  no  immediate  conneclion  between 
the  Collins  line  of  steamers  and  the  steamers  en- 
gaged in  the  Pacific  mail  service.  But  the  point 
iil,volved,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  whole  mailer  of 
ocean  mail  service,  is  this:  The  conlract  with  the 
Collins  line  of  steamers  needs  overhauling,  and  a 
critical  examination  upon  the  pari  of  members  of 
the  House.  In  addition  to  that,  the  mail  service 
between  iheAllanticand  Pacific  stands  identically 
in  the  same  condition,  though  these  routes  are 
disconnected  with  each  olher,  so  far  as  the  con- 
tracts are  concerned.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  be 
found,  after  a  careful  examination,  that,  if  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales  have  the  legal  au- 
thority to  interfere  with  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  for  a  violation  of  contract,  the  same  principle 
will  apply,  and,  perhaps,  to  a  greater  extent,  to 
the  steamers  engaged  in  the  trnneporlation  of  the 
mails  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  I  remarked 
upon  a  former  occasion,  that  I  will  go  as  far  as 
the  gentlemen  from  California  to  give  them  these 
increased  mail  facilities;  but  I  am  not  prepared, 
at  this  time,  to  saddle  this  Government  with  an 
additional  evpense  of  $250,000  per  annum  for  a 
weekly  service. 

I  do  believe,  after  a  full  investigation  of  this 
matter,  and  after  the  committee  shall  have  sub- 
milted  the  report  which  they  design  making,  that 
the  House  will  have  it  in  its  power  to  curtail  greatly 
the  expenses  of  our  ocean  mail  service,  and  afford 
equal  facilities  that  they  now  do  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool; and  also,  efTord  thefacilitiei 
which  the  gentleman  asks  for  California. 

With  these  remarks,  1  move  the  previous  qnea- 
tion,  as  I  promised  to  do. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded, .and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  being  upon 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  J0N£1S,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  a  count 
of  the  House,  that  we  may  see  whether  we  have 
got  a  quorum. 

M  r.  OLDS.  I  ask  for  lellera.  That  is  the  best 
way  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Deam  and 
Cox  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  101,  noes  24. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  make  a  motion  lo  recon- 
sider the  next  stage  in  the  bill,  so  that  we  can  get 
back  to  a  point  wnere  we  can  amend  it. 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  amendable  now. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  now  propose  the  amend- 
ment which  1  offered  before;  and  I  call  the  previous 
question  upon  its  adoption. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  tellers 
upon  the  second. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harris,  of 
Alabama,  and  Wheeler,  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  the  tellers  reported 
93  in  the  affirmative,  and  32  in  the  negative. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  main  (]^ueslion  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  McDocoall, 

Mr.  PHELPS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  50;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Mewra.  At>rrcroinbie,  James  C.  Allen,  Willia 
Alkn,  Applelon,  Ashe,  David  J.  Bailt^y,  Ranka,  Burkadale, 
Bt'll,  BeitHOn,  rarulhers,  Chiutain,  ('hiiccliwell,  Cook, 
Cox,  Crockor,  Curti8,  t^awsoii,  Dean,  De  Will,  Dick,  Dta- 
ney,  DowdelI,Eni'lman,Ttinina8  1).  Klloi,  KnsliAli,  Farli'y, 
Ft-'iilcm,  Flafiler,  Gaiiilile,  Gr«eii,  GrKtniwoud.  HaiiipB^on  W. 
Harris,  Harrison,  ila^liiigfi,  llitven,  lienii,  Hillyvr,  Howe, 
HugtiL'H,  Hunt,  Daniel  T.  Jotieii,  J  Glaitcy  Joniri,  Roland 
Jones,  Knox,  Kuitz,  Latham,  Liudsley,  McDougall,  Mc- 
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Noir,  Mace,  Macy,  Mattasmi,  Maxwell,  Mlddleswsnk, 
Morgan,  Nichulu,   Norlnn,  Andrew  Oliver,  Orr,   Parker, 
Peck,  Peckhain,  IliBhop  Perkins,  Pringle,  Ptjr.         " 
Ridilli:,  David   Ritchie,  Tll<inia»  Kitrliry,  R". 
Hki^llon,  Gerril  r*mrlh,  Painnel  A.  Hmilh.  W^ 
William  K.  Sinilh,  George  VV.  ainylli,  r  ^lan- 

ton,  Richard  U.  Slanlon,  Alexander  H-  -  [<>rl>. 

Stevens,  John  J.  Taylor,  John    L.  T.  -1  G. 

Taylor,  Thiirslon,  Trom,  Tweed,  lj(ili 

Walley,  Walsh,  Ellihu  B.  Wa-hlmtne,  lira 
Wetla,  Wheeler,  Daniel  B.  Wright,  Valea,  anil . 
lUll. 

NAYS— Mevara.  Belcher,  Bocoek.   Bridges,  CaiKptwII, 
Carpenler,  Cliamhrrlain,  Cohh,  Corwin,  Craige.  CoMom, 
John  G.  Daviti,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ellison,  Ell!> 
erice,  Gidding^.Goode,  Grow,  .Aaron  Harlan,  I 
Houmon,  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Keill,  L. 
I'indlt-y,  Mcl^tilloch,  Mc.>luMii»,  Mayall,  John  <-,.    Vi[-ifr, 
Murr0y,OldH,Mordecai Oliver,  Pennington,  Phelps.Resdy, 
Ruflin,  KtiRsell, Sapp, 8haiiiinn,.Siitcli-lon,']'racy,  Vansanl, 
Wade,  John  Wcniworih,  Tappan  Weniworlh,  oud  Wine — 
SO. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Pending  Ihe  call  of  the  yeas  and  na«|, 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  consent^  makes 
brief  statement  as  to  the  effect  of  the  amendmeDt. 

Mr.  LILLY.     I  object. 

Mr.  READY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
object.  Very  few  of  us  know  what,  the  BBieBd- 
ment  is. 

Mr.  LILLY.  I  object,  for  the  reason  that  the 
gentleman  from  California  himself  c«lle«l  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  bill  without  giving  any 
one  else  an  opportunity  of  saying  anything  upon 
it. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  propose  lo  maJte  a  sin- 
gle statement  in  reference  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  ask  whether  debakeia  inordtr^ 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Is  it  in  order  lo  move  that  tlu 
rules  of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  aot;  the  main  qaeatkni 
having  been  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  Ihe  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime;  and  there 
were — ayes  61,  noes  63. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.     I  demand  lelters. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  House  wiU 
let  the  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading,  I  shall  caU  for 
Ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  has  refused  to 
do  so,  unless  in  division,  by  tellers,  it  otherwise 
orders. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Measm.  Witts  and 
Cox  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  teller*  reported 
— ayes  82,  noes  76. 

Before  the  Speaker  announced  the  reeult  of  the 
vote, 

Mr.  COX  said:  I  desire  to  correct  the  report 
made  by  the  tellers.  In  our  first  count  we  re- 
ported sixiysix  as  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Sine* 
then  six  more  voted  in  the  affirmative,  making 
seven ty-t wo;  and  seventy-six  have  voted  in  tb* 
negative. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  then  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  engrossment. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Have  I  a  right  to  more 
to  recommit  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  is 
not  yet  exhausted,  and  the  motion  indicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Califdrnia  would  not  be  in 
order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Ihe  stale  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  No  motion  is  in  order,  ex- 
cept to  lay  Ihe  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BRIDGES.  1  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  the  yena 
and  nays. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  Is  it  in  order  to  more  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  can  be  made 
only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Several  Members  objected. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  Mr. 
Bridges's  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  waa  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nays  71;  aa  fol- 
lows: . 

YEAS— Messm.   Bark-'  k. 

Bridges,  Oiiipbtill,  I'arp^ 
Cox,   t'raige,  ("rocker,    l  i 

Dick,  Dickinson,  Dowdetl,  Kaatuiau, 'riioLu.L^  L>.  Eh'^  i'-l- 
lUon,  English,  Faulkner,  Pcnton,  Flagler,  GamtHo,  <;:>!' 
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(llnjzs,  Goode,  Goodrich,  Grow,  Aaroo  Harlan,  Wiley  P. 
tl:irri-.  Harrison,  llteater.  Hill,  Hnunton,  Johnson,  George 
XV  1  ■iw.a,  Kciil,  Knox,  Lelclicr,  Lilly,  Liiidley,  Lindtley, 
M.  I  illoch,  McUounall,  Mace,  Middleuwnrih,  Mill«nn, 
M.Tiiiiu,  Murray,  Norion,  Mnrdcoai  Oliver,  Packer,  Parker, 
Penniiijctoti,  Phelps,  PrniKle,  Puryear,  Ready,  Thoinaa 
Riuhey,  UiilTln,  Kuasell,  tjaliin,  !?a«e,  riapp,  Shaw,  Sin 
plei.,n.  SkelTon,  Gerrii  Siniih,  John  J.  Taylor.  Nnihaniel 
<;.  Taylor,  Tracy,  Troul,  Vail,  Viiniianl,  Wade,  Walley, 
Wai'ii.  Blliliu  B.  Waaliburne,  Tappan  WeDtworlli,  Yaies, 
anil  /...Ihcofl'er— 64. 

NAYS— Me«srs.  Abercrornbie,  Willia  Allen,  Appleion, 
\:<hc,  David  J.  Bailey,  Baiik.'i,  Bell,  Bennon,  C'Imodler, 
I'lia^lain,  Clirianian,  Lhurchvvell,  Clnrk,  Cook,  Johh  G. 
J>iiv].<,  Unvvcwm,  Dean,  Diiiney,  Eddy,  EverhnrI,  Ewing, 
Karlry,  Florence,  Green,  Greenwood,  fianipKon  W.  Harris, 
Haslmc-*,  HeiidrickH,  Henn,  Howe,  Huuhes,  Hunt,  Inaer- 
ful\.  Iluland  Jones,  Kurti,  Latham,  .McNair,  Macy,  Mal- 
tesoii.  Mayall.  Smith  Miller,  Nichols,  Olds,  Urr,  Peck, 
Pfi-kiiaiii,  Phillips,  Presion,  Reese,  Richardson,  Riddle, 
David  Ritchie,  Robbins,  Kowe,  tjeward,  Samuel  A.  8iniih, 
William  Smith,  Frederick  P.  Slaaton,  Richard  H.  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  .-ilephens,  Healor  L.  Stevens,  Huaub,  David 
Htuart,  John  L.  Taylor,  Thurston,  Tweed,  Upham,  Wal- 
ker, Wentbrook,  Wheeler,  and  Daniel  B.  Wright— 71. 
So  the  bill  waa  laid  upon  the  (able. 
Mr.  McDOUGALL.  1  move  to  reconaider  the 
'Ote  by  which  the  bill  waa  laid  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  LETCHER.  1  move  to  lay  that  motion 
upon  the  (able. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  ask  if  the  morning  hour 
has  expired? 

Mr.  McDOUGALL.  I  move  that  the  rules  of 
the  House  be  euspeniled,  and  that  the  House  re- 
solve itaelf  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  If  the  morning  hour  has 
expired,  I  move  now  that  we  proceed  to  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Speaker 'stable,  with  the  view  of  taking 
up  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  day  of 
adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
AV  e  may  as  ivell  dispose  of  it  now  as  at  any  other 
time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia (Mr.  McDoccall]  has  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  risetoa  pointof 
order.  The  motion  to  reconsider  is  a  privileged 
question,  and  takes  precedence  of  eiiery  otner 
motion,  except  a  motion  to  go  into  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  reconsider  is 
a  privileged  motion;  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  is  also  a  privileged  motion;  at  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour  it  is  in  order  under  the  rules 
to  move  to  go  to  the  business  on  the  Sneaker's 
table.  The  motion,  however,  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  «f  the  Union  is 
in  order  at  any  time,  and  is  to  be  first  put  to  the 
House. 
The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McDonoALL'f 
iOtion;and  on  a  division  there  were — ayes  66. 

•JO. 
Mr.  ORR.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
Mr.  LETCHER.     I  suppose  the  question  is 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconaider 
lipon  the  table. 

TheSPE.\KER.  That  motion  is  pending,  and 
is  the  question  next  in  order. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Is  not  my  motion  next  in 
order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  the  motion  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table, 
take  precedence  of  (he  mo(ion  to  go  (o  the  busi- 
ness upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  tellers  on 
r.  Letcher's  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Keitt  and 
Campbell  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
in  the  affirmative,  and  4>i  in  the  negative. 
So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  en  the 
ible. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole   on    the   state   of  the 
nion. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.    I  ask  theChair  if  thatmo- 
on  has  not  been  just  made  and  voted  down? 
The  SPEAKER.     It  has;  but  business  has 
■ince  intervened. 

Mr.  PECKHAIVL    Well,  sir,  I  hope  the  mo- 
on will  be  voted  down. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Phelps  's  motion , 
nd.on  a  division,  there  were — ayes  78,  noes  78. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  votes  in  the  af- 
rroative. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  demand  tellers. 
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Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  CAMrsELL 
and  Keitt  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  ninety-one,  a  further  count  not 
being  demanded. 

So  the  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AsBORY  DicKiNS,  Esq.,  llieir  Secretary,  noti- 
fying tlie  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  billa 
of  the  following  titles,  in  which  he  was  directed  to 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House: 

An  act  (No.  4U3)  creating  a  collection  district 
in  the  State  of  California; 

An  act  (No.  418)  creating  a  collection  district  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico;  and 

An  act  (No.  305)  to  direct  a  reifxamination  of 
the  account  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Maryland. 

That  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  House  to  (he  bill  (S.  No.  209)  enlided  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont;"  and  to  the 
bill  (S  No.  344)  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Jeffries  and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith." 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  rejected  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  404)  entitled  "  An  act  to  change  the  day 
for  the  annual  assembling  of  Congress." 

Also,  informing  the  House  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  the  following  bill  andj^int  resolution: 

H.  R.  No.  342.  An  act  to  aid  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  therein. 

H.  R.  No.  Si?.  Joint  resolution  directing  (he 
connection  of  the  public  surveys  in  Alabama,  with 
the  boundary  line  between  the  Slates  of  Alabama 
and  Florida.] 

ENROLLED  KILLS. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  following 
bills;  which  (hereupon  received  the  signa(ure  of 
the  Speaker: 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Jeffries  and  Jere- 
miah M.  Smith;  and 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  DisNET  in  the  chair,)  on 

THE  MEXICAN  TREATY. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee laa(  rose  it  had  under  consideration  a  bill 
'*  to  enable  \Mt  President  of  the  United  States  to 
fulfill  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  between  the 
Unitetl  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic  of  (he 
30ih  December,  1853,  as  amended  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Statee,"  and  tha(  the  pending  ques- 
tion was  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  general  de- 
bate having  been  closed  to-day  at  twelve  o'clock, 
m.,  by  order  of  the  House,  1  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  withdraw  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  then  recurs 
on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  amendment  was  made 
for  the  same  purpose  as  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  and  I  now  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  to  withdraw  it. 

There  was  no  objection, and  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee  an  hour.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  his  remarks,  he  caused  to  be  read 
Ihe  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1796,  after  President  Washington  had 
declined  to  furnish  the  House  with  the  corres- 
pondence connected  with  the  Jay  treaty,  as  em- 
bodying his  views  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
House  respecting  appropriations  for  carrying  out 
treaties;  they  having  the  right  to  deliberate  on  the 
expediency  of  the  appropriation,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  good. 

He  said  it  was  a  fair  deduction  from  the  course 
of  several  gentlemen  who  spoke  of  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  the  correspondence,  that  they  did  not 
desire  the  information  they  seem  to  call  for,  be- 
cause they  slept  on  their  rights  unUl  the  moment 
when  he  said  that  he  would  «all  up  Uie  bill  now 
ponding. 


He  justified  the  President  for  not  sending  in  thai 
correspondence;  and  denied  that  tfie  rights  of  iht^l 
House  had  been  invaded  because  the  President! 
did  not  consult  the  Houae  before  the  recent  treaty:! 
was  made.  It  was  not  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  do  so,  although  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
ar(;ued  to  the  contrary. 

He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  every  Admin- 
istration, from  the  days  of  Washington  to  the 
present  day,  withou(  a  solitary  exception,  (except, 
perhaps,  in  several  cases  of  Indian  treaties  )  has 
committed  itself  over  and  doubly  over  to  the  doc- 
trine for  which  he  (Mr.  Houston)  contended. 
There  is  not  one  case  to  sustain  the  gentlemaa 
from  Missouri. 

He  denied  that  Mr.  Jefferson  ever  consulted  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  Louisiiina  treaty,  and 
challenged  Mr.  Benton  to  produce  proof  to  the 
contrary.  He  referred  to  the  course  of  the  suc- 
ceeding Administrations  in  support  of  his  views. 

His  speech,  withheld  fur  revision,  will  be  pub- 
lished in  (he  Appendix. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Debate  is  terminated;  but  1 
desire  to  propound  a  question  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  terminated  on 
the  bill,  under  the  order  of  the  Houte,  except  as 
it  is  provided  for  under  (he  five-minute  rule. 
Gentlemen  may  propose  amendments,  and  speak 
five  minutes  in  explanation  of  them. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Without  going  through  the 
formality  of  a  pro  fcrma  motion  to  ain^nd,  1  sup- 
pose that  gentlemen  will  hardly  refuse  to  allow  nic 
to  say  a  word  upon  two  points. 

Several  Mlmbers.     Adhere  to  the  rule. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Then  I  move  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  one  dollar. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     It   is  belter  to  settle  that       '' 
point  at  the  start. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  1  will  make  a  point  of  order, 
at  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  al  this  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings. I  conceive  that  a  motion  toalterihriimount 
appropriated  by  the  bill  for  carrying  out  the  treaty 
is  not  in  order,  because  that  would  be  to  exercise 
the  treaty-mokiiig  power,  in  fact,  by  the  House, 
which  is  reposed  by  ihe  Constitution  in  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  Senate.  We  must  take  the  appro- 
priation bill  as  it  stands,  exercising  our  discretion 
to  accept  or  to  reject  it  as  it  stands,  and  nihkingno 
substantial  amendment.  I  do  not  make  my  point 
of  order  for  the  purpose  of  precluding  other  amend-, 
ments. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  inquire 
if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  rises  to  a  point 
of  order  in  reference  to  ihe  amendment  submitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri? 

Mr.  PRE^STON.  I  do  raise  i(  with  all  respect 
to  him.  But  he  can  make  an  informal  amendment 
to  the  bill.  I  desire  the  decision  of  the  Chair  now 
upon  that  point.  ^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  he  com- 
pelled to  overrule  the  point  of  order  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  ihe  Chuir  doe* 
it.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it  is  competent  for  thia 
House  to  vote  any  particular  sum  of  money 
which,  in  its  discretion,  it  thinks  fit  to  be  applied 
for  any  particular  purpose  for  which  it  is  asked; 
either  to  refuse  it  entirely,  or  to  give  any  amount, 
consulting  its  own  discretion.  Whether  it  be  or 
be  not  inconsistent  with  functions  devolved  upon 
the  President  and  the  Senate,  is  not  for  the  House 
to  inquire. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  I  shall  no»  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  though  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  a  bill  for  an  appropriation  atall. 
My  impression  is,  that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to 
vote  any  other  sum  than  that  which  the  treaty 
contemplates. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  mijye  pro  forma  to  reduce 
the  amount  one  dollar,  an""d  will  consume  my  five 
minutes.  The  Representative  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Houston]  falls  heavily  upon  (wo  gentlemen  from 
New  York,  [Messrs.  Haven  and  Peceham,]  for 
having  slept  upon  their  rights;  for  not  having 
applied  in  time  for  the.se  papers;  for  not  having 
applied  when  the  message  came  in;  for  not  having 
applied  to  ihe.committee  to  call  for  them. 

Mr.  SEVVARD.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  understand  ihe  rule  to  be  that  when  an  amend- 
ment is  offered,  the  gentleman  who  offers  it  is  com- 
pelled to  confine  his  remarks  to  tht  subject  matter 
of  theameiidment.  Thegentleman  from  Missouri 
is  not  so  doing,  and  consequently  is  out  of  onler. 
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Mr.BENTOff .  I  hope  thesequealionsof  order 
will  not  be  tiikdi  out  of  my  five  niinules. 

I  never  am  willing  to  repeat  whut  passes  between 
two  members  in  their  seats;  but  I  leave  it  to  that 
member  [Mr.  Hol'iton)  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  moment  the  messHt;e  was  brought  in  and  re- 
ferred, I  did  not  go  to  him  and  ask  for  the  papers? 
And  when  he  said  thai  there  were  none  that  ranie 
with  it,  whether  I  did  not  insist  that  the  committee 
should  call  for  them  ?     I  leave  it  to  him  to  answer. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Thegenilemanfrom  Missouri 
and  myself  have  had  two  or  three  conversations 
about  these  papers.  1  remember  no  such  conversa- 
tion as  he  refers  to.  I  had  no  idea  that  the  gen- 
tleman wanted  to  call  for  the  papers  until-  Mon- 
day morning.  He  may  have  said  it  to  me,  but  I 
remember  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Does  he  not  remember  my 
coming  to  him  and  asking  him  if  the  committee 
would  callfni  ihem.' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  You  may  have  done  it;  but 
1  remember  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  BENTON.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I 
never  hke  to  tell  anything  which  passes  privately 
between  two  gentlemen.  But  1  thought  1  went  to 
him.     I  Ihonght  I  asked  for  the  papers. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  dnntrt  remember  anything 
about  it.  I  know  we  had  several  conversations 
about  the  papers. 

Mr.  BENTON.  My  recollection  is,  that  I  did 
talk  with  the  gentleman,  and  that  we  became 
rather  pointed  in  our  talk.  My  recollection  is, 
that  I  insisied  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee to  bring  those  papers  before  the  House; 
but  he  did  not  think  so.     That  is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  insist  thiit  the  rules  be  enforced. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Thegenileman  from  Geor- 
gia raises  the  question  of  order,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  has  offered  on  amendment,  and 
does  not  confine  his  remarks  to  the  explanation  of 
that  amendment.  The  Chair  overrules  the  ques- 
tion of  order,  upon  theground  that  he  understands 
the  present  colloquy  between  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  and  thegenileman  from  Alabama  to  be 
a  personal  matter,  and  partaking  of  a  privileged 
character. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  did  not  understand  thegen- 
ileman from  Missouri  as  basing  his  remarks  upon 
the  ground  that  it  was  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
Xhe  proceeding  between  the  genlleman  from  Mis- 
souri and  Alabama  to  he  as  he  has  staled. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  If  thegenileman  from  Mis- 
souri rises  to  a  personal  explanation,  in  connection 
with  what  passed  between  him  and  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  I  will  not  object,  otherwise  I  do 
object  upon  the  ground  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia;  and  upon  that  ground  [  shall  lake 
an  appeal  from  the  derision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  know  if  a 
personal  explanation  can  come  into  thecommitlee 
as  a  question  of  privilege? 

Mr.  SEWARI).  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  have  made  a  distinct  motion  to 
uinend  this  bill,  and  to  base  his  remarks  upon 
that  omendment.  1  submit,  therefore,  that  no 
question  of  privilege,  or  o  personal  explanation, 
is  raised,  t  did  not  understand  the  gentleman  to 
put  it  upon  that  ground.  And  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  a  question  of  privilege  can  arise  upon  a 
motion  of  that  sort. 

The  CHA1RM4N.  The  Chair  will  remark, 
that  a  question  may  be  pending,  and  a  subsequent 
question  may  arise,  and  although  that  question 
may  be  pending,  it  will  not  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion and  decision  of  a  personal  matter  which, 
according  to  the  rules  of  courtesy  and  the  usages 
of  all  legislative  bodies,  is  tolerated  and  recognized 
as  a  mailer  of  privilege. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  think  the  Chair  is  raising 
a  collateral  issue. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  repeat  his 
decision. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Well,  sir,  I  appeal  from  the 
derision  of  the  Chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Thegenileman  from  Mis- 
souri offers  an  amendment  to  the  pending  bill. 
Subsequent  to  that  motion,  and  while  it  was  pend- 
ing, he  entered  into  a  matter  of  privilege,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Chair,  but  not  affecting  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  or  his  rights  under  that  motion.  To 
this  course  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  takes 
exception,  and   raises  a.  question  of  order,  that 


the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  introduce  questions 
of  this  son  during  the  pendency  of  the  original 
'  amendment. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  object  to  the  manner  in 
which'the  geiitleinan  slates  the  case. 

TheCHAIRMAN.     The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order,  and  from  that  decision  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia   takes  an  appeal;  and  the 
;  que.-tiun    is,  "Shall   the  decision    of  the   Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?" 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  merely  wish  to 
ask  the  Chair,  if  ever,  in  his  recolleciion,  there  has 
a  question  of  privilege  arisen  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  heretofore? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  There  was  never  such 
a  question  raised  before. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  su&mit  to  the  Chair,  and  to 
the  committee,  that  debate  having  been  terminated 
by  order  of  the  House,  the  only  debate  in  order  in 
committee  is  that  which  may  take  place  under 
the  five-minute  rule,  upon  the  amendment  made 
by  the  mover,  in  explanation  of  it,  and  by  the 
one  first  getting  the  floor  in  opposition.  1  sub- 
mit further  to  the  Chair,  thai  no  personal  expla- 
nation can  be  made  in  the  House  except  by  the 
unanimous  connent  of  the  House,  anti  that  the 
committee  have  no  right  to  suspend  the  rules, 
even  by  unanimous  consent. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  remark, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  rules  of  the  House,  by 
an  express  rule,  apply  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  so  far  as  they  ore  applicable.  Now,  the 
rules  of  courtesy,  as  well  as  the  usage  of  the 
House,  and  of  every  other  deliberative  body,  tol- 
erate personal  matters  a»  being  of  a  privileged 
character.  And  the  Chair  repeats,  what  he  said  a 
moment  since,  that,  although  another  question 
may  be  pending,  yet  a  question  of  privilege  may 
still  arise  while  it  is  pending.  In  that  light  the 
Chair  understands  the  matter  before  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  mode  a'  motion  to 
amend,  and  while  that  motion  was  pending,  be- 
came involved  in  a  personal  matter  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  AInbama  of  a  privileged  character. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  desire  to  ask  the 
Chair  a  single  question.  He  has  correctly  stated 
that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  applicable  to  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  In  order 
to  make  explanations  in  the  House,  there  must 
be  unanimous  consent.  If  that  be  so,  then  must 
there  not  be  unanimous  consent  for  the  same  pur- 
pose in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  as  raising  his  question  of  order 
on  theground  that  a  motion  had  been  made  to 
reduce  the  appropriation  one  dollar,  and  that  the 
member  from  Missouri  waa  departing  from  the 
discussion  of  that  amendment.  That  was  the 
ground  of  the  gentleman's  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  has  overruled  that  point,  from  which  de- 
cision the  gentleman  has  taken  on  appeal;  and  I 
think  that  the  appeal  has  been  well  taken. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  that  the  House 
should  understand  this  matter,  and  that  the  Chair 
and  myself  should  understand  each  other.  I 
think  the  Chair  is  raising  a  collateral  issue  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  vote  on  this  question. 
^Now  let  us  examine  the  question.  The  genlle- 
man from  Missouri  proposes  to  reducethe  appro- 
priation one  dollar.  He  also  proposed  to  discuss 
that  amendment  under  the  rules  >>f  the  House. 
Failing  to  do  that,  and  seeking  to  go  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  a  matter  which  had  already  been 
discussed  by  members  on  this  floor,  in  reference 
to  the  application  for  the  papers  connected  with 
the  making  of  this  treaty,  a  dispute  arose  between 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  and  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama.  I  understood  iheChair  to  decide 
that  the  question  was  a  privileged  one;  that  mat- 
ters of  public  record  and  hisiory  are  privileged 
questions,  and  that  therefore  he  would  indulge  the 
genlleman  from  Missouri. 

The  <;HA1RMAN.  It  can  hardly  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Chair  to  repeat  that,  under  the  rules 
of  ihe  House  giving  the  privilege  of  five  minutes' 
explanation,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  decide  the 
member  must  be  confined  to  the  terms  of  the  rule. 
That  is  to  say,  his  remarks  must  be  confined  to 
on  explanation  of  the  pending  amendment.  If  thol 
point  of  order  had  been  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  or  any  other  member,  the  Choir 
would  have  so  ruled.  Ills  not  as  supposed  by 
the  genlleman  from  Georeia.  The  Chair  did  not 
overrule  ony  eueh  point.  The  Chair  has  attempted 


to  explain,  but  be  has  evidently  been  uorortaoota 
in  doing  so. 

Pending  a  motion  to  amend,  a  question  of  a 
personal  choracter  arose, and  the  Chair,  according 
to  the  usage  of  the  House,  tolerated  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the 
committee,  that,  independent  of  the  point  which 
the  Chair  makes  to  sustain  itself,  the  remarks  of 
the  member  from  Missouri  are  in  order  on  the 
merits  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  appeal  is  not  debatable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  remark 
that  this  whole  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

(Criesof  "That  is  right!"]  » 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  very  remarkable  that 
the  Choir  has  only  just  found  that  out. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  haveall  been  indulged, and 
without  objection.  Is  not  a  gentleman  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  House  allowed  to  say  one  word? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegenileman  is  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Wos  I  not  entitled  to  the 
floor? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  repeat, 
that  under  the  order  of  the  House  limiting  debate, 
all  this  discussion  is  out  of  order.  It  has  been 
indulged  by  the  Chair  until  his  attention  was  spe- 
cially called  to  it  by  gentlemen,  and  demand  Bade 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  the  rule  is  brought 
to  beor  on  me  and  not  upon  others. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  It  hod  to  be  brought  to 
bear  at  some  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  I  demand  tellers  on 
the  appeal. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  ond  Messrs.  Diwsosond 
Latuam  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  tellers  reported 
— oyes  76,  noes  73. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Choir  mu  sustained. 

Mr.  PERKINS,  of  Louisiana.  The  decision 
of  the  Chtfir  has  not  been  understood  in  this  part 
of  the  Hall,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  Chair 
would  repeat  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  simply  de- 
cided that  a  matter  of  personal  explanation  was 
privileged  in  committee  as  well  as  in  the  House. 

Mr.  PERKINS.  That  the  five-minute  rule 
did  not  opply  l£  it? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  say 
that. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  would  he  Tery  sorry  to  give 
any  trouble  to  the  House;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  out  of  all  this  trouble,  1  withdraw  the 
amendment  I  offered,  and  offer  this  one. 

At  the  end  of  Ihe  bill  add  the  following  proviso: 

Previied,  That  no  part  of  the  sum  li^r^in  -iipprnpnate4 
shall  be  tlrawn  t'roiii  Uie  Treanury  uiilil  tt-  "-  '  -  !iliAll 
first  havu  coinlimniraled  lo  tins  HdUfc  ;M-r.tJ- 

eiice,  inv-lnicnoiiB,  Alc,  Slc,  connecltil  p^ua- 

lion  uf  tti«  treaty. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  rise  to  a  point  of.order.    I 
do  not  think  that  the  amendment   is  germane  to  • 
the  main  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  TheChair  is  uaforcianate 
in  notconcurring  with  thegenileman  from  Geocx>s 
on  that  point. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Well,  I  sympathize  with  the 
Chair  in  his  misfortune.     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  An  amendment  limiting 
the  time  at  which  the  appropriation  shaJl  be  paid 
is  germane  and  in  order. 

Mr.  S.VllTH,  of  Virginio.  I  rise  toaqueslioa 
of  privilege.  I  am  very  willing  lo  hear  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  but  1  wish 
to  be  informed  upon  a  point.  I  understood  that  a 
resolution  to  close  the  general  debate  upon  this 
treaty  at  twelve  o'clock  to-day  wos  agreed  lo. 
Well,  now,  sir,  the  question  which  I  wish  lobe 
informed  on — I  do  not  raise  it — is  this:  Whether 
general  debate  can  continue  under  the  five-minute 
rule,  or  whether,  under  that  rule,  members  sre 
not  lo  be  confined  to  the  amendments  offered,  and 
not  to  Be  allowed  to  enter  into  general  debate,  in 
favor  of  or  against  the  bill  ? 

TheCHAIRMAN.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  Chair  con  but  soy  that  the  rule 
expressly  directs — ond  the  construction  of  the 
House  upon  it  has  been — thatthetliscuBaion  shall 
be  limited  to  explanations  of  the  amsndmeot. 
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Ue«ge,  however,  has  given  a  wider  latitude  in  too 
many  cases. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believethat 
that  amendment  opeiia  the  question  ax  to  the 
papers.  1  therefore  repent  what  I  think  I  did  the 
moment  the  President'^  mesi<«Ke  was  delivered  to 
this  House  and  referred.  1  tkink  I  went  to  the 
member  from  Alabama,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  asked  him  if  the 
<  papers  were  sent  down.  1  think  he  said  not.  1 
think,  then,  that  I  spoke  to  him  several  different 
times  about  the  committee  getting  these  papers; 
and  the  last  time  I  insisted  that  the  committee 
ought  to  get  them.  That  is  what  1  think;  and 
that  he  thought  very  dilTerenlly  from  me,  and  we 
parted  with  different  opinions  upon  that  point. 
This  is  what  I  believe  in  respect  to  it;  and  if  I  am 
right  in  my  recollection,  the  two  gentlemen  from 
New  York  are  not  subject  to  the  censure  which 
has,  perhaps,  been  thrown  upon  them,  of  delaying 
to  make  application  for  these  papers.  I  applied 
to  the  committee,  because  I  felt  that  it  would  be 
hardly  possible  to  get  a  resolution  through  the 
House,  and  because  1  thought  it  was  a  case  in 
which  you  could  not  expect  that  no  member  of 
this  House  would  object. 

This  is  what  I  think;  and  I  shall  not  object  to 
the  member  from  Alabama  giving  his  recollection 
upon  the  same  point. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  respect  to  the  cases 
which  1  cited,  in  which  there  were  laws  of  Con- 
gress appropriating  money  before  the  treaties  were 
ratified,  I  limited  myself  to  the  instances  in  which 
the  negotiation  had  ripened  into  an  acquisition.  I 
did  nut  go  into  others  at  all.  I  took  the  three 
cases  of  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  California,  in 
each  of  which,  before  any  treaty  wasmade,  a  legis- 
lative act  was  passed  appropriating  the  money.  I 
knew  there  had  been  many  more  than  those 
which  the  gentleman  quoted.  During  Mr.  Polk's 
administration,  Secretary  Buchanan  authorized 
$100,000,000  to  be  offered  for  Cuba.  I  knew  of 
these  incipient  steps,  and  I  might  have  used 
broader  language,  but  I  was  confining  myself  to 
cases  in  which  negotiation  had  ripened  into  acqui- 
sition; the  whole  point  was,  that  there  was  a 
legislative  sanction  before  there  was  an  acquisi- 
tion. 

Now,  sir,  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  send  down  a 
message  in  writing;  but,  sir,  nobody  can  make 
me  believe  that  his  friends  did  not  all  talk  about 
it,  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  his 
closest  supporters  and  counselors — for  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son had  counselors  in  Congress — did  not  agree 
upon  the  matter  between  them,  and  thntthey  were 
not  supported  by  all  the  power  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
friends  in  the  House.  The  measure  passed  lhe< 
House,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate.  That  was 
in  1803;  and  when  the  treaty  came  back,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  cnnimunicaling  it  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  used  these  remarkable  words — 
I  quote  from  memory,  though  I  presume  1  can 
stale  the  language  correctly — "  that  the  provis- 
ional appropriation  of  two  millions,  made  the 
preceding  session,  was  considered  as  conveying 
the  sanction  of  the  House  to  the  proposed  acquisi- 
tion." Consequently  it  was  done  before  the  ac- 
quisition. 

So  much  for  the  act  of  1803.  Afterwards,  ( 
know  Mr.  Jefferson — and  if  I  did  not  mention  it 
in  my  speech,  it  was  because  I  was  in  a  hurry, 
although  the  House  had  given  its  previous  sanc- 
tion to  the  acquisition  by  this  two  million  appropri- 
ation— in  his  message,  did  not  demand  the  money 
nsa  matter  of  right  under  this  treaty,  bijt  sent  it 
in  for  the  legislative  consideration  of  the  House, 
with  a  full  acknowledgment  of  their  right  to  grant 
it,  or  not  to  grant  it,  even  after  they  had  given 
their  sanction.  If  I  did  not  mention  this  fact — 
and  the  gentleman  thinks  [  did  not — it  was  upon 
my  mind  to  be  used  as  on  argument,  ond  one  of 
the  strongest  arguments  to  show  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son sent  It  to  the  House  for  their  legislative  con- 
sideration, leaving  it  to  them  to  confirm  or  reject 
it,  although  he  had  their  previous  sanction. 

In  1806,  exactly  the  same  thing  took  place  in 
relation  to  the  acquisition  of  Florida,  and  ine  same 
process  was  gone  through.  A  motion  was  made 
in  the  House,  and  the  sum  was  voted;  and  at- 
tempts were  made  to  arquire  Florida.  Spain  was 
willing  to  sell;  but,  irritated  by  the  expeditions 
continually  gotten  up  in  the  United  Slates  to 
invade  her  territory,  she  would  not  yield  her  con- 
sent as  soon  as  she  otherwise  would  have  done. 


>  I  will  merely  say  that  the  California  treaty  went 
through  exactly  the  same  process. 

Mr.  HOUSTOM.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri has  attempted  to  state  personal  matters 
between  him  and  myself,  or  1  should  not  have 
troubled  the  committee  again  on  this  subject. 
Now,  sir,  while  I  reprobate  in  the  strongest  terms 
any  attempt  upon  the  part  of  any  one  to  bring 
into  a  public  debate  private  conversations  that  are 
not  intended  to  be  made  public,  I  confess  I  feel 
rather  humiliated  that  a  gentleman  with  the  expe- 
rience of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  should 
bring  before  this  committee  a  private  conversation 
which  he  alleges  to  have  taken  place  between 
him  and  myself. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  should  not  have  done  it  if 
the  gentleman  had  not  made  charges  against  me. 

\rr.  HOUSTON.  No,»ir,  it  never  should  have 
been  done.  Now,  air,  so  far  as  any  conversation 
between  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  and  myself 
is  concerned,  before  last  Monday  morning,  I  say 
again  that  I  have  n  i  recollection  of  it.  And  1  will 
say,  further,  that  I  never  either  promised  or  inti- 
mated to  that  gentleman  that  I  would  call  for  these 
papers.     I  did  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  BENTON.  No;  you  told  me  expressly 
that  you  would  not  call  for  them,  ond  1  so  stated. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  why  all  this  child's 
play  in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  committee.' 
Why  diaclose  a  private  conversation  to  sustain  it? 
Why  bring  this  matter  before  the  committee,  when 
the  gentleman  says  that  I  promptly  told  him  that 
I  would  not  call  for  the  papers .' 

Then,  sir,  the  gentleman  stAnds  upon  his  rights. 
Well,  sir,  why  did  he  sleep  upon  his  rights  until 
Monday  morning,  nt  which  time  I  hod  given  notice 
that  1  would  attempt  to  call  up  this  bill.'  If  I  told 
him  what  he  says  1  did,  it  was  his  province  and 
his  right  to  demand  the  correspondence.  He 
makes  no  charge  upon  me,  although  he  has  seen 
fit  to  bring  in  a  private  conversation. 

Mr.  BENTON.    No,  I  did  not  bring  it  in. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Yes,  sir,  bring  in  a  private 
conversation;  and  yet  there  is  not  even  a  charge 
made  against  me  by  him.  Now,  sir,  I  attempted 
no  censure  upon  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
[Messrs.  Haven  and  Peckham;]  but  yet  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  speaks  of  my  censuring 
them.  Sir,  I  did  no  such  thing;  I  attempted  no 
such  thing;  and  if  the  language  I  made  use  of 
would  imply  anything  of  the  sort,  I  did  not  so 
intend  it.  I  merely  said,  that  as  the  gentlemen 
slept  over  the  matter  for  days,  until  it  was  too 
late,  and  then  complained  that  they  could  not  get 
the  corresponilence,  I  had  a  right  to  draw  the 
deduction  that  they  did  not  want  it  for  their  own 
information. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that  he  confined  him- 
self to  the  cases  flf  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  Cali- 
fornia. 1  have  already  shown,  that  in  the  former 
case,  correspondence  forthe  purchase  was  actually 
commenced  more  than  twelve  months  l.'efore  the 
^2,000,000  were  appropriated.  I  say,  further- 
more, that  in  my  poor  comprehension,  it  is  a  very 
lame  get-out  for  the  gentleman  to  say  that  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Jefferson  asked  for  the  appropria- 
tion. The  gentjemangotupin  the  House  the  other 
day,  and,  without  qualification,  olleged  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  did  not  make  a  move  in  the  matter  of  the 
treaty  referred  to  until  after  he  had  consulted  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  had  the  money 
placed  at  his  disposal.  He  did  so  without  any 
message  or  anything  else  to  bear  him  out.  The 
gentleman  speaks  of  consultation.  Yes,  sir,  con- 
sultation. When  the  President  wishes  tocommu- 
nicote  anything  to  either  branch  of  Congress  he 
does  so  by  message;  and  unless  thegenlleman  can 
show  one,  I  say  his  argument  goes  for  nothing. 
,  Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment 80  that  the  bill  shall  not  take  effect  until  two 
days  after  the  communication  of  the  correspond- 
ence. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  notify  the  gentleman  that 
I  shall  insist  on  his  confining  his  remarks  to 
the  amendment.  Personal  explanation*  are  now 
through  with, 'I  believe. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 
Mr.  Chairmon,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  make  the  point  of  order 
here.  I  insist  that  the  gentleman  must  confine  his 
remarks  to  his  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  bound  to 
presume  that  the  gentleman  will  conform  ta  the 


rule.  As  yet,  he  has  said  nothing  to  indicate  to 
the  Chair  that  he  will  not  do  so. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  He  announces  that  he  is 
going  to  re|ily  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  announcement  of  an 
intention  ip  noli,a  violation  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama has  chosen  lo  tell  the  committee  that  the 
ap[|]ication  for  these  papers  should  have  come  on 
1  hursday,  or  some  subsequent  day  of  last  week, 
and  that  the  delay  until  last  Monday  showed 
that  the  desire  to  obtain  them  was  not  really  sin- 
cere. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  arrest 
the  gentleman  in  his  present  course  of  remark. 
The  rule  is  express  that  remarks  mustbe  in  ex- 
planation of,  or  opposition  to,  the  amendment 
pending. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  wish  to  show,  sir,  the 
propriety  of  having  these  papers;  and  then,  that 
they  should  be  here  for  so  long  a  time,  before  the 
appropriation  can  be  used  or  passed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  legitimate,  and 
the  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  gentleman  took  that 
position.  He  has  now  told  the  committee  and  the 
country  that  we  could  have  as  well  applied  for 
these  papers  any  day  after  last  Wednesday  as  we 
could  on  Monday  last;  that  it  would  have  beefl 
as  regular.  That  the  committee  know  is  not  cor- 
rect. Monday  is  resolution  day;  and  if  objection 
to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  be  made  on  that 
day,  a  motion  can  be  made  to  suspend  the  rules; 
and  if  two  thirds  agree  to  it,  the  resolution  may 
be  introduced;  whereas,  on  any  other  day  than 
on  Monday,  a  single  objection  defeats  the  resolu- 
tion. On  Monday  last  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama deprived  me  of  the  opportunity  of  moving 
to  suspend  the  rules,  by  previously  moving  to  go 
into  committee,  and  refusing  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, which  had  a  preference. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  Has  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  risen  again  to  a  point  of  order?  I  hope 
that  he  will  not  moke  it  on  me. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  LETCHER.     I  renew  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  gentleman  must  confine  himself  to  the  amend- 
ment he  has  offered. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  told  us  that  he  was  really 
willing  to  have  the  papers  laid  before  the  House, 
if  we  had  only  applied  within  a  reasonable  time. 
Pray,  sir,  whet  would  have  been  a  reasonableiime 
in  the  gentleman's  view?  Would  last  Thursday 
or'  last  Friday — three  days  before  we  applied  ? 
Would  sixty  or  forty-eight  hours  before  have  been 
a  reasonable  time?  How  accurate  and  close  the 
gentleman  is  in  his  time  of  reason — or  reasonable 
time.  Monday,  the  very  first  regular  moment, 
woa  just  too  late;  and,  sir,  Thursday  or  Friday 
would  hove  been  justtoo  early.  The  time  would 
have  been  irreijiilar  and  out  of  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  again  in- 
pterrupt  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Peckram.] 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on  ! "    '<  Go  on  ! ") 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  object  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  going  on.  Let  us  hare  the  rules 
enforceiV. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Any  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  as  to  the  propriety  of  fur- 
nishing the  papers  within  two  days  would  be 
legitimate,  but  ouUiide  of  that  they  would  not  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  PECKHAM.  I  leave  this  point,  sir.  If 
one  half  of  the  time  spent  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  and  his  friends  in  efforts  to  avoid  and 
evade  the  presentation  of  the  papers  connected 
with  this  treaty,  and  in  giving  excuses  for  object- 
ing, had  been  appropriated  to  fnrnishing  them, 
we  would  have  had  them  in  time,  ond  this  com- 
mittee and  the  country  would  hove  had  the  benefit 
of  them.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  mokes 
the  pretense  now  that  he  was  very  willing  to  favor 
the  production  of  these  papers,  if  the  application 
had  only  come  in  time.  Hiui  not  the  course  pnr- 
^sued  by  the  gentleman  warranted  me  in  saying 
that  his  purpose  was  Jixed  never  to  trust  those 
papers  to  this  House? 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  enforce 
its  decisions.  The  Chair  has  decided  three  or 
four  times  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
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was  not  in  order;  but  he  has  paid  no  reepect  to 
the  decision. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentlemdn  from  New 
York  [Mr.  PeckhahJ  has  exhauaird  his  time. 

Mr.  OKR.  1  ain  unpoaed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  geiulenian  fiom  New  Yurk,  and  I  hope  the 
conuniiieF  will  come  to  a  voir  upon  h. 

Mr.  Ceckhau's  amendoienl  to  the  amendment 
was  rejeciMl. 

The  question  recurred  vupon  Mr.  Bcnt8k'« 
•mendoient. 

iWr.  HAVEN.  I  desire,  for  the  purpose  of 
•aying  a  Itw  words,  to  renew  th<  motion  of  my 
colleague,  restricting  it  to  nine  daya  instead  of 
two.  I  submit  to  this  conimiuee,  it  is  proper 
that  this  correspondence  should  be  laid  before  the 
public,  and  I  claim  that  this  House  should  have 
It  long  enough  before  the  money  is  used  to  enable 
it  to  interfere.  In  ciise  the  correspondence  shows 
what  haa  been  iniimated  and  alleged  here,  and  in 
other  places,  that  it  would  show  when  published, 
we  ought  to  have  time  to  act  upon  it.  N«w,  I 
would  no)  make  this  limitation  of  lime  nine  days, 
if  it  was  njt  for  the  tetiacity  and  periinaciiy  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  endeavoring  to  crowd  gentlemen  here, 
who,  in  good  faiih,  have  asked  him  to  wipe  otf 
this  reproach  from  the  Administration.  The 
Mnacity  with  which  he  hold.i  on  to  this  measure, 
shows  that  there  is  ''  something  rotten  in  Den- 
mark." There  ia  no  court  on  earth,  that  I  know 
of,  where  a  man  is  arraigned  in  a  criminal  case, 
unless  it  is  in  a  ceipilal  case,  and  he  stands  silent, 
it  is  not  adjudged  a  plea  of  guilty. 

Why,  thin,  has  there  been  this  tenacity  exhib- 
ited ou  the  part  of  my  friend  on  the  other  side.' 
Why  can  he  not  let  us  have  the  correspondence? 
Is  he  afraid  of  ii  >  I,  for  one,  will  not  have  this 
issue  changed.  The  issue  is  not  whether  the  cor- 
respondence was  asked  for  in  lime.  It  is  whether 
they  dare  let  us  have  the  papiers.  That  is  the 
issue,  and  1  hold  him  to  it. 

Mr.  A^HE.  I  have  heard  with  a  great  deal  of 
surprise  the  remarks  of  my  friend  from  New 
York  in  reference  to  the  amendment  which  he 
submitted.  He  demands  thai,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
this  House  be  put  in  possession  of  ihese  papers. 
Now,  the  queslion  of  right  is  a  matter  of  contro- 
versy. For  my  part,  I  deny  that  we  have  a  right 
to  call  for  them.  I  deny  that  the  President  has, 
in  any  manner,  compromised  the  privileges  of  this 
House  by  declining  to  send  lh>se  letters  with  his 
message.  This  is  an  old  queslion.  It  has  been 
long  argued  in  the  country,  and  it  has  been  as- 
serted and  held,  time  nfler  time,  that  we  have  no 
right  to  such  correspondence.  Why  have  we  not.' 
Because  the  House  of  Kepreaenlatives  Is  not  a  part 
of  the  treaty-making  power.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  message  from  General  Washington  to  the  fourth 
Congress,  which  has  been,  no  doubt,  referred  to 
during  this  debate,  which  siuisfied  my  mind  upon 
this  point.  In  that  case  he  expressly  refused  to 
communicate  papers.  Congress,  he  says,  in  pur-  i 
sunnce  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Conslitulion, 
musi  appropriate  money  to  fulfill  a  treaty;  but 
that  they  ran  only  object  to  the  treaty  on  twoJ( 
grounds — either  that  it  is  in  opposition  to  the  Con-  ,  | 
Btituiion  of  the  country,  or  that  the  execution  of  the  | 
treaty  will  engender  consequences  ao  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  country  as  to  justify  their  op- 
position. 

We  are  not  the  Ireaty-mnking  power.  We  rjin 
only  participate  in  it  by  implication,  as  a  legislative 
branch.  Now,  what  information  could  these  papers 
afford  us,  even  if  we  had  them  for  this  purpose.' 
Could  they  enlighten  us  on  the pointasto  whether 
the  treaty  is  constitutional  or  not.'  We  could  get 
no  informaiion  whatever  from  them  on  that  point. 
It  would  determine  nothing.  We  havetheirealy, 
and  can  see  whether  it  is  constitutional  or  not. 
And,  sir,  if  it  is  unconstitutional, or  incompatible 
wilh  the  public  Interests,  let  us  refuse  the  appropri- 
ation. But  what  information  can  the  papers  give 
you  on  this  subject.'  But  th^say,  why  have  not 
the  papers  been  communicated  before.'  Have  we 
demanded  them.'  The  President  did  not  know  that 
the  House  desired  them. 

Sir,  the  cj^nveniion  which  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion expressly  decided  that  this  House  should 
have  no  power  in  making  a^ treaty.  This  consti- 
tuted one  of  ihe  chief  objections  of  the  larger  Slates 
tci  its  adoption.  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylva- 
nia offered  amendments  to  the  Constitution  giving 
lu  tbis  jMwvr;  but  ttme  ain<!otJin<Nitii  wtre  n«v»f 


adopted.    The  best   interest  of  the  country  de-L 
mands  that  we  should  keep  separate  and  distinct  {| 
the  divisions  of  power  under   ihe  Constitution. 
Nothing  short  of  stern  necessity  should  induce  us 
lo  arrogate  power  which  does  not  belong  to  us. 
This  treaty,  as  I  conceive,  presents  no  such  cose; 
and,  therefore,  I  cannot  accede  to  the  course  which 
we  have  been  urged  by  its  opponents  to  adopt. 
.    The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Haven's 
amendnieiit;  and  it  was  rejfcied. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi.  I  move  pro 
forma  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  postpone 
tlie  operation  of  the  bill  for  eight  days. 

I  look  upon  the  negotiations  wilh  Mexico  as  a 
piece  of  unmixed,  unniitlgaled  stupidity,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end.  In  this  respect  there  is 
nothing  equal  to  it  except  the  debate  to  which  it 
has  given  rise  in  ihis  House.  The  treaty  against 
which  you  have  all  argued, the  President  s  treaty, 
has  been  repudiated  and  rejected;  the  treaty  which 
the  Mouse  is  called  upon  to  consider,  is  a  treaty 
made  by  ourselves,  made  by  our  Senole;  it  is  a 
proposiiion  which  we  deliberately  made  to  Mexico, 
and  which  she  has  accepted.  There  may  have 
been  more  or  less  of  intrigue  and  fraud  in  the  first 
treaty;  it  was  a  bad  treaty,  undoubtedly,  and,  fur 
that  reason,  was  promptly  rejected.  I  will  vole 
for  the  appropriation,  but  with  no  fireat  degree  of 
satisfaction.  Five  millions  would  have  been 
resdily  accepted.     So  much  for  the  treaty. 

I  desire  to  call  atteniion  to  a  kindred  subject. 
Mexican  negotiations  naturally  ally  themselves  to 
Spanish  negotiations.  This  President,  like  his 
predecessor,  exhibij|prompiitude  of  action  against 
our  own  people.  Tne  Cuban  troubles  are  about 
lo  end  as  thev  ended  in  Mr.  Fillmore's  time. 
Dogberry  and  Verges  have  discovered  theconspi- 
•  racy,  and  there  is  the  end  of  it.  What  I  desire 
to  say  is,  that  when  the  President  thinks  proper 
to  proclamaie  against  my  people  in  the  South,  I 
want  him  to  preserve  some  sort  of  uniformity. 
I  demand  a  proclamation  against  the  citizens  of 
Missouri,  who  have  notoriously  combined  to  resist 
emigration  lo  Kansas.  They  are  striking  openly 
and  boldly  at  our  most  cherished  privileges.  The 
Nebraska  bill  is  dubious,  the  rifle  is  certain; 
I  oourts  err,  but  the  Missouri  rifle  rarely  misses. 
I'll  is  a  significant  commentary,  this  Missouri 
movement. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  and  ask  for  the 
vote.  » 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McNAI  R.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise;  and  upon  that  motion  I  demand  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  Wheeler  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  anA  the  motion  was 
diS'igreed  to;  ihe  tellers  having  reported — ayes  62, 
noes  81. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  '  I  move  toamend  by 
providing  that  the  law  shall  not  go  into  effect 
until  four  days  after  the  President  has  communi- 
cated the  correspondence  in  reference  to  this  treaty 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  MAXWELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  would  not  make  the  point,  but  similar  amend- 
ments have  been  already  entertained,  and  may  be 
entertained  hereaf'er.  1  make  the  point  that  an 
amendment  inconsistent  with  the  main  proposi- 
tion of  the  bill  cannot  be  enteriained.  I  submit 
to  the  Chair  and  the  committee  that  this  amend- 
ment, which  presupposes  a  r^ill  on  the  Executive 
for  correspondence  in  connection  with  this  treaty, 
which,  in  fact,  has  not  been  made,  is  inconsistent 
with  the  main  proposition  of  the  bill,  and  cannot 
be  entertained. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  recognizes  iHV 
truihof  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
from  Florida,  that  if  an  amendment  is  inconsistent 
with  the  body  ofa  bill,  or  repugnant  lo  it,  it  is  nut 
of  order.  But  whether  the  amendment  proposed  in 
the  present  instance  is  so  repugnant,  ia  for  the 
committee  to  decide.  The  Chair  cannot  say  that 
it  is  so  repukrnant  as  to  come  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio.  1  assure  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  that  it  is  not  ray  intention  to 
say  anylhini;  prejudicial  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  did  suppose  that,  with  so 
large  a  mnjority  in  the  House — sufficiently  large 
to  pass  this  bill — they  would  have  done  away  with 
any.  oh|)ecTton  that  might  (imve  l;c«n  urged  against 


the  bill^pon  the  ground  that  we  had  not  sufficient 
information  before  us  upon  which  to  base  our 
action.  1  desired,  in  all  good  faiiTi,  to  vote  for 
this  treaty,  if  I  could  see  my  way  clear. 

I  listened  with  the  utmost  attention  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Houston,]  and  others  who  have  spoken  upon  this 
subject,  and  endeavored  to  come  to  such  a  conclu- 
sion. But  the  only  information  I  have  in  reeard 
to  ihe  necessity  of  appropriating  S.1U,OUO,1)00,  is 
that  gathered  from  the  newspapers,  ihe  rumora 
circulating  in  the  streets,  and  the  individual  opin- 
ions of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor.  I  desire  more 
particularly  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Ashe,]  who  said,  as 
I  understood  it,  that  this  House  has  do  right  to 
call  for  the  papers  in  this  case.  Can  it  be  possible 
that,  in  reference  to  a  treaty  for  which  we  are 
called  to  make  an  appropriation  of  f  10,000,000, 
we  have  no  right  lo  call  upon  the  President  for  the' 
papers  relating  lo  it?  1  say  that  we  have  such  b 
right;  and  while  I  have  a  seat  in  this  Hall  I  shall 
insist  on  it.  I  will  not  censure  the  President  if 
he  says  he  cannot  communicate  the  [lapers  to  us 
without  doing  injury  to  the  public  interests.  It 
would  be  the  duty  of  President  Pierce  to  say  ihat 
he  could  not  communicate  theiuformaiion  in  rela- 
tion to  this  treaty,  if  it  could  not  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  public  service;  and,  for  one,  1  should 
be  saiisfied  with  that  cnmmunicoiion. 

It  IS  said  in  the  newspapers  throughout  tha 
country,  that  some  of  the  correspondence  in  ref- 
erence to  this  treaty  is  utterly  derogatory,  and 
disgraceful  to  the  United  Sutes.  I  do  not  believe 
It.  I  wish  the  President  of  the  United  States — 
whether  he  concurs  with  me  in  political  sentiment 
makes  no  difference  with  me — to  convej  such 
information  as  he  can  to  this  House;  and  if  I  can 
sustain  him  in  his  acts,  I  will  do  so.  I  never  acqui- 
esced in  the  senliment  that  we  have  no  ri"ht  to 
call  upon  the  Executive  for  papers.  We  are 
now  called  upon  to  make  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000,000  to  pay  for  territory,  and  abrogate  on 
article  in  the  treaty  which  we  have  made  Lerelo- 
fore;  and  I  say  we  have  the  right  to  call  for  tha 
papers  in  the  case;  and  the  President,  according 
to  his  discretion,  has  the  right  lo  withhold  them 
or  not.  Clin  it  be  possible  that  ihis  House  will 
say  that  we  have  not  the  right  to  call,  upon  the 
President  for  this  information .'  I,  for  one,  insist 
that  we  have  the  right  lo  call  upon  the  President 
for  it,  and  that  he  has  the  right  to  communicat* 
it,  if  he  thinks  proper  lo  do  so. 

My  principal  objection  to  this  treaty  is,  that  a 
large  majority  of  this  House  are  for  withholding 
information  in  regard  to  it.  Why  was  it  not 
given  to  us  on  last  Monday.'  In  my  opinion  it 
might  have  been  sent  to  us  within  two  hour9;Bni) 
during  that  day  the  House  could  hove  received  il 
without  doing  injury  to  the  public  service.  And 
when  he  had  communicated  that  much  of  his  in- 
formation,!, for  one,  would  have  acquitted  him 
of  all  impropriety  in  the  matter.  Sir,  he  is  not 
chargeable  now  wilh  the  course  of  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  or  wilh  the  single  objection  which  met 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Peckhah.] 
When  it  is  said  "  You  shall  not  offer  your  r-solD- 
tion;  you  shall  not  have  the  desired  information; 
you  are  required  to  vote  this  appropriation  of 
$10,000,000,"  it  is  as  if  it  were  said,  "  Stand  and 
deliver;  you  are  not  worthy  to  receive  information 
at  the  hands  of  the  Executive."  Now,  while  ! 
am  disposed  to  acquit  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  of  each  and  every  impropriety,  I  will  stand 
here  to  do  justice  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
against  each  snd  every  President,  and  against 
each  and  every  majority  who  will  thus  radically 
withhold  information  which  ought  lo  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Representatives  of  ihe  people  on  this 
floor. 

It  has  been  said  to  me  privately  by  an  eminent 
Democratic  gentleman  connected  with  the  public 
service,  that  he  believed  it  was  the  duly  of  th* 
President  to  have  sent  wilh  this  treaty  all  the 
information  in  his  power  to  enlighten  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  to  enable  them  lo 
form  their  judgment.  Now,  we  have  asked  for 
information;  you  refused  to  give  it  to  us.  The 
only  thing  for  us,  then,  to  do,  is  lo  vote  no.  For 
my  part,  I  have,  on  this  account,  made  up  my 
mind  to  vote  against  the  bill,  although  I  had  earn- 
estly desired  lo  sustain  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  high  prerogative  of  lb* 
House  of  RepresentatiTCs.    If  you  ab'andnn  it  t«- 
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ly,  you  may,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks, 

required  to  abandon  it  in  some  other  cases. 

e  have  cither  treaties  pending,  and  I  think  that 
ery  member  of  this  House  ought  to  be  more 
alous  to  maintain  its  rights,  than  to  make  a  treaty 
ith  the  quondam  savior  of  Mexico  and  with  its 
asi  Emperor.  If  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  souih- 
'n  Pacific  railroad  route;  if  it  is  necessary  to  ab- 
igale  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guada- 

le  Hidalgo;  if  it  is  necessary  for  uh  to  have  a 

It  of  way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec, 
ua  negoliaie  a  treaty  in  a  fair  and  honorable 

y,  and  let  the  negotiations  be  submitted  to  the 

tpresenlalives  of  the  people. 

Mr.   CLINGMAN.      Mr.   Chairman,   I   am 

iposed  to  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from 
^hio.  I  fully  agree  with  him  in  his  position  that 
le  House  of  Represeniatives  has  a  right  to  call 
ir  information  on  such  a  Bubject;and  ifanygen- 
imaii  had -made  the  motion,  I  should  have  voled 
If  it  at  any  previous  time;  while  the  President 
lould  (hen  be  at  liberty  to  decide  whether  or  not 

was  compatible  with  the  public  interest  to  give 

le  information  asked   for.     The  nature  of  that 

irrespondence  would   not  influence  my  vote.     I 

not   know  whether  or  not  there  is   anything 

the  correspondence  to   hurt  the  Adminisira- 

in,  Mexico,  or  anybody  else.     My  vote  would 

It  be  influenced  by  it.     Therefore  I  am  not  dis- 

ised.to  delay  the  passase  of  the  bill,  or  to  vole 
If  the  amendment  of  my  friend  wiih  a  view  to 
•lay  the  raiifioaiion  of  the  treaty.     I  presume  it 

the  desire  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  vote 

n  it  to-day,  because  unless  it  passes  the  House 

lay,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  could  be  got  through 

le  Senate  in  time.     We  are  under  the  obligation, 

we  pass  the  bill  at  all,  to  pass  it  to-day.  I'here- 
%)re  I  hope,  as  I  presume  that  every  gentleman 
)ias  made  up  his  mind,  that  we  will  come  to  an 
ndersiandmg,  and  vole  upon  it  this  evening. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Ir.  Tatlor;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Thequestionrecurringon  Mr.  Binton'i  amend- 
ment, it  was  taken;  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  PRESTON.     I  now  move  that  the  com- 

Ioiiilee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
b  Mr.  PECKHAM.     I  move  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation <i.5IIO. 
I  Mr.  HENDRICKS.    You  have  not  the  floor 
Ibr  that  purpose. 
I  Mr.  PECKHAM.     I  believe  I  have  the  right 
1^  ofT^r  an  amendment, 
f  Mr.  PRESTON.     I  believe  I  ha»e the  floor.     I 
move  to  strike  out  the  enaciing  clause  of  the  bill. 
Mr.   CAMPBELL.      I   rise  to  a  question  of 

I-der.     1    present  the  question  of  order ^^not  be- 
luse   I   desire  to   offer  any  amendment;    for   I 
wure  the  committee  I  shall  not  do  so.    My  point 
,  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
icky  is  not  in  order.     I  need   not  repeat  the  rea- 
ms given  the  other  day,  when  this  same  point 
■ose 
A  MiMBER.    We  all  understand  it. 
Mr.  PRESTOiV.      Will   the  gentleman   from 
hio  permit  me  (o  say  a  word  ! 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.     Certainly. 
Mr.  PRESTON.     1  understand  the  gentleman 
om  New  York  [Mr.  Pkckham]  desires  lo  address 
the  House,  and  therefore  I  withdraw  my  motion. 
Mr.   PECKHAM.      I   move   lo   reduce   the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  five  dollars. 

One  chief  purpose  of  this  treaty,  sir,  seems  to 
he,  to  obtain  the  cession  of  sutlicient  territory  to 
secure  a  track  for  a  Pacific  road  in  the  southern 
irt  of  the  country.  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  so  far  as 
Bt  point  is  concerned.  I  am  quite  willing  that 
ley  should  have  a  route.  But  it  seems  to  be  con- 
idtd  that  the  town  of  El  Paso  ought  for  that  pur- 
le  to  be  included  in  this  territory.  Now,  ihe 
le  of  this  new  treaty  runs  three  miles  north  of 
le  town  of  El  Paso.  Captain  Marcy,  an  accu- 
ite  and  scientific  officer,  reports  oi)  the  map  mode 
r  him  that  the  line  as  run  by  Qray  and  Graham 
eight  miles  north  of  El  Paso.  The  south  line  of 
ir  territory,  »b  fixed  by  this  treaty,  is  just  five 
iles  souih  ofihat  line,and,of  course,  three  miles 
irlh  of  El  Paso. 

The  object  sought  to  be  attained  in  that  respect 
not  obtained, Mnd  it  will  leave  room  for  a  new 

itialion  lo  purchase  more  territory. 
Another  objection,  which  I  will  state,  to  this, 
iaty — though  I  will  not  argue  it  on  its  merits 
ider  the  circumstances — is,  that  it  does  not  ••• 


cure,  as  Ihe  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  did,  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  the  Government  of 
Mexico.  That  treaty  did  provide  that  security, 
and  many  claims  have  been  satisfied  under  it. 
Inviied  to  do  so  by  a  circular  issued  by  Mr. 
Walker,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  many* 
of  our  citizens  took  large  quantities  of  merchan- 
dise to  Mexico  during  our  late  war  with  that 
country,  and  while  our  armies  were  in  her  terri- 
tory. When  peace  was  declared,  the  goods  in 
Mexico  then  undisposed  of,  owned  by  our  citi- 
lens,  were. carefully  guarded  and  secured  to  them 
by  special  and  pariiiular  provisions  inserted  in  the 
nineteenth  article  of  that  treaty;  and  yet  our  citi- 
zens owning  that  properly  were  literally  despoiled 
of  their  goods  by  the  Mexican  Government  and 
Iheir  officials;  the  treaty,  in  that  respect,  was 
wholly  disregarded  and  violated,  and  the  property 
of  our  citizens  sacrificed  and  entirely  lost  lo  them. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  were  so 
lost  to  tliem,  and  claim  has  again  and  again  been 
made  by  our  Minister  to  that  Government  for 
redress,  as  I  am  informed,  and  we  have  applied 
in  vain.  Such  claims  for  large  amounts  are  now 
before  our  Government  for  relief  against  Mex- 
ico. A  few  days  since  I  presented  one  for  some 
$200,00U  to  this  Hou^e.  The  attention  of  this 
Government  had  been  fully  called  to  this  sub- 
ject; and  yet  here  we  have  a  treaty  negotiated  and 
ratified,  and  (he  just  claims  of  our  own  citizens 
upon  the  Mexican  Government  are  entirely  omit- 
ted, forgotten,  or  utterly  neglecttd  !  Weare  pay- 
ing over  to  an  insolvent  Government — a  Govern- 
ment that  may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  con- 
tinue SIX  months  after  this'treaty  shall  be  ratified — 
paying  them  $10,000,000;  and  yet  we  make  ng 
provision  whatever  to  secure  the  just  claims  of 
our  own  citizens  against  that  Guvernmeiit  from 
this  money  I  Ought  we  to  sustain  such  a  treaty 
by  voting  this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  had  not  designed  to  say  any- 
thing in  reference  to  this  treaty.  I  was  anything 
but  favorably  inclined  towards  it  at  first,  and  sup- 
pose I  should  have  voted  against  i(  had  there  been 
no  discussion  upon  it.  But  every  argument  that 
I  have  heard  against  it  has  weakened  my  opposi- 
tion to  it.  Sir,  with  reference  to  these  papers, and 
other  objections  that  hove  been  r^sed,  t  regard  it- 
as  all  moonshine.  1  suppose  there  are  facts  con- 
nected with  the  negotiation  of  this  (reoiy  (hot  it 
is  not  proper  the  world  should  know.  I  am  well 
aware,  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  that 
(here  were  facts  connected  with  the  introduction 
of  Santa  Anna  into  Mexico  during  the  war  that 
it  is  not  proper  for  the  world  to  know. 

But  I  was  opposed  to  the  ireaiy  mainly  upon 
the  ground  that  it  gave  $10,000,000  towards  prop- 
ping up  a  tattering  despolisni,  which  must  natu- 
rally drop  into  our  own  hands.  I  was  opoosed 
(o  bolstering  up  a  Government  that  affords  no 
protection  to  property,  and  no  protection  lo  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  that  tramples  upon  the  masses 
of  the  people.  I  was  opposed  to  retarding  that 
event  which  is  looked  for  with  confident  hope  by 
every  good  citizen  in  Mexico.  But  when  I  looked 
around,  and  saw  the  materials  of  which  the  op- 
position is  composed,  I  must  acknowledge  that 
my  doubts  were  shaken;  so  much  so,  that  I  am 
not  certain  that,  if  my  vote  should  be  necessary 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  should  vote  in  ill 
favor  on  i(s  final  passage. 

The  quesuon  was  taken;  and  Mr.  Peckram's 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  1  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  motion  was  agreed  (o. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  (Mr.  Disnet) 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stole  of  the  Union  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  par- 
ticulorly  the  bill  of  the  House  (No.  405)  "  lo 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  fulfill 
the  third  srticle  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Republic, of  3()ih  Decem- 
ber, 1853,  as  amended  by  the  Senote  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,"  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  secundeO,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  pal. 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ihenassage  of  the  bill. 

Tmt  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  103,  nays  62;  as  follows: 

YEAf*— Mejinrs.  Ahercrombic,  Aiken,  Jame*  C.  Allen, 
Willln  Allen,  AhIic,  DiivldJ.  Baili^y.  Rarksdalr,  Ouny,  Rel- 
ctier,  Bi^ll,  nilKi*.  Rncoek,  Bnyce,  Breckiiiiiditf.  Brlds*-fl, 
Bmoktt,  Ca»k>e,  ChnmbfrlBin,  Chamain,  Chrt^iiinn,  Clark, 
ClinffmRn,  Cobb,  Cnlqiijll.  Onx,  CurtiH,  Jtitiii  U.  Dhvib, 
DaW:*on,  Dean,  Disney,  Dowd'-U,Eddy,  Edmundson,  John 
M.  Ellinti,  RliiKOn,  Ewing,  Faulkn.-r,  Florence,  Gamble, 
Gonde,  Greenwood,  Grow,  Sninp>^nn  W,  Hiirrix,  llendrick*, 
Ilenn.  Hillver,  Hoii^ion,  tluiil,  Ineeiiioll,  Johnson,  Georiie 
VV.  Joneii,J.  GlancyJoneu,  Roland  Jone.!.  Keiil,  Kerr,  Kid- 
well,  Kurtz,  Lainh,  I.eteher,  Llnd«ley.McDonenll,M(-Mnl- 
lln,  MeNnir,  .Miiey,  M.uwell,  Smith  Milhr,  Millson,  l)ld», 
Orr,  I'aeker,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  Phillipii,  Powell,  PraU, 
Pri^Mlon,  Puryeiir,  Rwse,  Riclinrdson,  Riddle,  Itobbin*. 
Roive,  Ruffi  n,  SeWHrd,  Shannon,  Shaw ,  Sinelelon,  Sninnel 
A.  Smilli.  WillianiSiiiiih,  Ge«»rge  W.  f'inyth.  Frederick  P. 
Slnnlon,  Fleslor  I..  Slevena.  Simub,  David  Siuitrl,  John  J. 
Taylor,  Thnrfinn,  Vail,  Van  am,  Walker,  Wnl«h,  West- 
brook.  Daniel  B.  VVrichI,  and  Z   Ihiomr— 103. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Beniieu,  Benson,  Benton,  Campbell, 
Carpenler,  (.'handler,  Cook,  Cri»cker,Cnll<'n(, Thomas  Da- 
vis, Dfi  Witt.  Dick,  Dickinson,  E.tBIninn,  Thomas  D.  Eliol, 
Gverharl,  Farley,  Fenirni,  Flaiiler.  GiddioKs,  Gi»odrich, 
Aaron  Harlan.  ftarri.soii,  Maslings,  Haven.  Hli-sler,  Howe, 
HnKhes.  Daniel  T  Jones,  Knox,  I.indley,  Mcf'ultoch, 
Mallesnn,  Mayall,  Middleswnrih,  John  G  Miller,  Morgan, 
Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Ohver,  .Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker, 
Peckhnm.  PenniliBlott,  BiVhop  Perkins,  Priugle,  David 
Ritchie,  Russell,  Sabin,  Hajte,  Sapp,  Gi-rrit  Siniih.Jnhn  L. 
Taylor,  Naihaniel  O.  Taylor,  IJpham,  Wade,  Wjilley,  El- 
lihu  B  Wa-hburne,  Israel  VVashliU'n,.Juhu  Weniwortn, 
Tappan  Wentwortli,  and  VVhebler— 64, 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Previous  to  (he  announcement  of  the  above  vote, 
.  Mr  EWING  s«iid:  I  do  not  like  to  vote  on  so 
important  a  measure  after  so  liide  discussion;  but 
being  the  best  that  can  be  done  now,  but  not  the 
best  under  diflTerenl  auspices,  I  vote  aye. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  that  that 
motion  to  reconsider  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  title  to  the  bill  waa 
adopted;  and  that  that  motion  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
ENROLLED   BILL. 

Mr.  HENN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  on  act  of  the 
following  title;  which  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker: 

An  act  to  aid  me  Territory  of  Minnesota  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  therein. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  1  move  that  Ihe  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  thereupon  the 
House  adjourned  (at  thirty  minutes  past  four 
o'clock)  until  to  morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  29,  1854. 
Prayer  by  Rev,  Henrt  Slicer. 
The  Journalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

THE  FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  desire  lo  present  the 
petition  of  Leonard  Chase,  and  three  hundred  and 
two  other  inhabitants  of  Milford,  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
act  of  1850.  I  desire  to  slate  that  this  petition  is 
not  open  to  Ihe  some  objections  with  regard  to 
locolity  Ihjt  were  token  by  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  the  other  day,  in  relation  to 
the  petition  from  Boston. 

I  have  loken  a  little  pains  to  look  at  the  censue, 
and  1  find  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  this  to*-n 
to  be  about  two  thousand,  from  which  I  suppose 
(hat  these  ihree  hundred  and  two  voters  comprise 
pretty  much  all  the  voters  in  the  town.  The  pe- 
tition comes  from  the  town  of  Milford,  in  the 
ty  of  Hillsborough,  which  is,  I  believe,  the 
ive  county  of  our  present  distinguished  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  I  suppose  it  will  be  entitled  to 
some  additional  consideration  on  that  account.  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  The  Bpecial  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  memorinl  und  accom- 
pnnyins;  papers  of  Iihiel  Richardson  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  atmospheric  telegmph,  have 
instructed  me  to  make  a  report,  and  to  ask  that 
one  hundred  extra  copies  of  it  be  printed.  A  bill 
will  proljably  be  reported  by  the  committee  at  a 
subflequent  period. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and^he 
motion  to  print  one  hundred  extra  copies  wai 
agreed  to. 

THE  GADSDEN  TREATY. 

During  the  remarks  of  Mr.  SEWARD,  which 
follow,  a  message  was  received  from  the  House 
ofRepresentaiivea.by  Mr.  McKeah,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  fulfill 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  of  the  30ih  De- 
cember, 1853,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  ask  the  general  consent  of 
the  Senate  lo  be  allowed  to  take  Up  that  bill  at 
once.  It  is  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  a  treaty 
which  we  have  ratified,  and  we  have  but  liale 
time  left. 

Mr.  BADGER.     What  is  the  latest  time? 

Mr.  HUNTKR.     This  day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  suggest 
that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  must  be  firsl  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Of  course  I  must  have  his 
consent. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  shall  be  very  brief  in  my 
remarks. 

The  honorable  Senator  then  continued  his 
speech. 

MAIL  LINE  TO  CHINA. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  take  up  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  "  to  establish 
a  line  of  steam  mail  ships  between  San  Francisco, 
in  California,  ar;d  Shanghai,  in  China,  touching 
at  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Japan." 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  the  summer 
solstice  is  passed;  the  thermometer  indicates  9U°; 
time  is  becoming  precious  in  the  Senate;  I  shall, 
therefore,  condense  the  explanation  which  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads  has 
instructed  me  to  make. 

The  bill  directs  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract for  five  years  with  the  lowest  bidder,  on  fair 
competition,  with  good  security,  for  the  carriage  of  ' 
monthly  mails  between  Sun   Francisco,  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  Shanghai,  in  China,   by  the  way  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Japan,  in  steam  vessels 
of  at  least  two  thousand  tons  burden,  constructed 
in  the  best  manner  with  regard  to  speed  and  safety,    i 
at  a  cost  of  not  more  than  $509,UUU  per  annum, 
and  directs  also,  thatany  deficiency  of  the  accruing  i 
postages  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  transotlion, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Trensu  ry  of  the  United  States. 

Will  the  Senate  please  to  consider  that  we  have 
in  operation  a  very  perfect  postal  system,  which 
pervades  and  penetrates  all  the  inhabited  regions 
of  our  country,  while  it  Is  connected  by  steam 
mail  vessels  with  similar  European  postal  sytitems 
beyond    the  Atlantic,  and  that  by  this  national 
agency,  letters,  newspapers,  and  commercial,  sci-  , 
entificand  political  communications  ofall  sorts,  are  i 
regularly    exchanged   among    the   people   of  the 
United  Slates,  and  those  of  western  Europe.  Will   i 
the  Senate  please  to  consider,  also,  that  new  ef- j| 
ficieocy  has  been  recently  given  to  these  postal   ! 
systems  by  the  establishment  of  electric  telegraphs  ' 
coextensive  with  them  on  both  continents.     One 
hundred  millions  of  letters  pass  through  our  own 
post  offices  annually. 

Now,  will  the  Senate  once  more  consider  that 
since  our  postal  system  thus  described  was  estab- 
lished, we  have  forever  ceased  to  be  merely  an 
Atlantic  people,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  having 
added  to  the  Union  one  flourishing  commercial 
State  of  vast  dimensions,  and  also  two  territories 
which  are  soon  to  become  Slates  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  that  being  now  engaged  infilling  up  the 
ten  iiory  thus  rounded  ofT,  we  have  become  a  con-! 
tinental  American  Power,  holdiiiglhesameutlitudMI 
to  Asi^t  '.hut  we  do  to  Europe,  and  su.slaining  the 
same  rclHtion.i  lo  the  countries  on  each  of  those 
continents.  What  is  now  proposed  is  simply  to 
extend  our  exiatug  postal  system  westward  on  ii 


the  Pacific  ocean,  so  as  to  exchange  intelligence 
with  the  nations  dwelling  ou  its  islands  and  coasts 
as  we  already  exchange  intelligence  with  the  na- 
tions that  dwell  on  the  islands  and  coasts  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  The  very  statement  of  the  case 
"in  this  form  seems  to  me  a  complete  demonstra- 
tion.    Nevertheless,  I  will  briefly  illustrate. 

First.  Please  to  look  at  the  subject  in  its  relation 
to  the  people  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Washing- 
ton. Those  people  morally,  and  by  virtue  of  tbe 
Constitution,  have  rights  in  all  respects  equal  with 
those  which  are  enjoyed  by  iheir  fellow-citizens 
residing  on  the  Pacific  coast,  if  the  latter  justly 
enjoy  tlie  aid  of  regular  and  speedy  public  mails 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  countries  accessible 
over  the  sea,  which  washes  their  shores,  then, 
unless  for  some  reason  that  must  be  assigned,  the 
former  have  the  same  right  to  the  aid  of  regular 
and  speedy  public  mails  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  countries  accessible  to  them  over  the  sea,  which 
washes  their  shores.  If  this  right  should  be  abso- 
lutely denied,  then  they  would  be  absolved  from 
obligations  of  loyalty,  and  would  seek  to  regain 
equality  by  separation  and  independence.  1  am 
sure  that  injustice  will  not  be  practiced  so  long  as 
to  give  excuse  for  disloyalty.  But  this  confidence, 
on  the  other  hand,  does  not  of  ifself  justify  post- 
ponement. 

The  measure  proposed  is  not  premature,  if  the 
extent  of  the  national  Pacific  coast  bears  any  fair 
proportion  to  the  length  of  the  national  Atlantic 
coast,  if  there  be  in  Calilornia  and  Oregon  suffi- 
cient popirlation,  with  adequate  resources  and 
capital  for  foreign,  trade  and  commerce,  and  if 
there  be  on  the  Asiatic  coasts  markets  open  and 
inviting  such  intercourse.  All  these  conditions 
exist.  Our  Pacific  coast  stretches  away  from  the 
thirty-first  to  the  forty-ninth  parallel — a  length  of 
sixteen  hundred  miles — without  includmg  the 
shores  of  the  Straits  of  Fuca  ami  of  Puget's 
Sound,  inland  waters  on  the  western,  corres- 
ponding with  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  continent.  This  coast  is  but 
little  shorter  than  our  Atlantic  shore  was  before 
Florida  was  annexed  to  the  United  States.  The 
population  ofCalifornia.  Oregon, and  Washington, 
already  exceedsfour  hundred  thousand,  while  San 
Francisco,  the  chief  seat  of  their  commerce,  num- 
bers fifty  thousand.  I  need  not  expatiate  on  the 
commercial  resources  and  capital  of  a  people  whose 
mines,  besides  the  domestic  supply,  yield  eighty 
millions  of  gold  dust  and  bullion  for  exportation; 
or,  to  stale  the  fact  in  another  way,  a  people 
whose  mines  have,  in  six  years,  given  stablliiy 
and  tone  to  our  own  before  fluctuating  currency, 
and  enhanced  sensibly  the  value  of  all  property 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  As  little  is  it  ne- 
cessary to  enlarge  on  the  commercial  resources  of 
the  ancient  "  Eust,"  and  the  attractions  it  ofTers 
to  tlie  merchants  of  our  western  coasts.  They 
have  been,  for  four  hundred  years,  the  inspiration 
of  human  activity  in  its  grandest  development. 
British  steamers  connect  all  the  principal  ports  of 
the  Pacific  and  Indian  oceans,  from  Australia  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  thus  afford  access 
to  the  places  where  are  exchanged  the  productions 
of  hall  of  the  population  of  the  globe.  Great 
Britain  also  carries  on  a  trade  in  these  pons  of 
^aUU,UOU,000.  But  California,  Oregon, and  Wash- 
ington have  need  of  a  trade  unknown  to  Great 
Britain.  With  wide  regions  to  reduce  to  cultiva- 
tion, and  gold-bearing  mountains  to  be  rendered 
productive,  they  need  emigrant  labor,  while  China 
and  other  Oriental  countries  have  a  population 
overcrowded  and  impoverished  by  ages  of  despot- 
ism, seeking  escape  to  our  newly  discovered  con- 
tinent. But  the  irihabit'ints  of  our  Pacific  coast 
are  not  merely  a  mercantile  people.  JLikeall  other 
American  citizens,' they  are  dee|>ly  interested  in  all 
the  social,  moral,  and  political  movements  of  so- 
ciety in  every  part  of  the  globe. 

I  submit  then  that  the  argument  for  the  present 
measure  is  complete,  even  while  it  rests  on  the 
ground  of  its  importance  to  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia, Oregon,  and  Washington.  Happily,  how- 
ever, it  is  easy  to  show  that  in  this  rase,  as  in  most 
others,  the  local  or  sectional  interexts  involved  are 
inferior  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Union.  We 
have  a  habit  of  diticussing  ({ueslions  of  territorial 
enliirgeinent,  and  of  the  extension  of  political  and 
c.oniiuercml  influences  and  connections,  with  as 
much  caution  and  anxiety  as  if  we  enjoyed  always 
free  choice  to  make,  prevent,  or  control  national 
movements  in  that  direclioo.    1  |;rani  that  we  do' 


wisely  when  we  refuse  to  commit  ourselves  blindly 
to  the  guidance  of  those  who  interpret  to  us  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call  our  manifest  destiny.  And 
yet,  sir,  I  confess  that  sometimes,  when  i  take 
an  outside  position  and  review  ihe  thickly  recur- 
ring changes  through  which  we  have  passed,  it 
seems  to  me  that  our  course  has  been  shaped, 
not  so  much  by  any  self-gniding  wisdom  of  our 
own,  as  by  a  law  of  progress  and  development 
impressed  upon  us  by  nature  herself.  When  we 
I  consider  the  resistless  impulses  to  expanSfhn 
j!  which  have  acted  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States  during  the  last  halfcentury,  together  with  the 
broad  and  tempting  field  which,  at  the  beginning 
of  that  period  stretched  out  from  beneath  their  feet, 
and  when  we  consider,  in  connection  with  these 
circumstances,  how  the  Creole  population  who 
asserted  claims  to  possess  tliat  field,  had  become 
physically  and  intellectually  unable  to  defend  it, 
and  how  France,  consumed  by  anarchy  and  yet 
engaged  in  a  death  struggle  with  despotism,  was 
unable  to  hold  Louisiana,  and  that  Spain,  enervated 
by  self-indulgence,  sustained  herself  only  by 
means  of  fpreign  aid,  and  was,  therefore,  obliged 
to  relinquish  Florida  and  Mexico,  it  is  difficult  u> 
conceive  how  we  could  have  much  longer  avrwed 
that  extension  which  has  given  us  a  broad  rr 
whose  surplus  productions  must  have  way  th  ■ 
many  channels  to  western  as  well  as  eastern  i< 
markets.  That  extension  has  not  only  br. 
the  Antilles  under  our  constant  surveiilancr 
has  also  brought  us  lo  contront  the  island  ar:>i  i  e 
coast  of  Asia,  and  obliged  us  to  open  passar'  <  '  ' 
them  across  the  territories  of  friendly  Pov.  r.-j 
while  preparing  to  make  the  more  direct  ami  in- 
portant  one  over  our  own  broad,  but  us  yet  iniji^r- 
fectly  explored  domain. 

To  what  end  has  this  expansion  tended  from 
the  beginning?  Whither  does  it  now  tend,  if  not 
to  commerce  and  to  influence  on  the  islands  and 
continents  which  lie  between  us  and  the  r?"'' 
sun.'  Beyond  all  d^oubt,  this  is  its  tendei 
we  have  sufficient  resources  and  adequate  -. 
and  energy  to  justify  us  in  engaging  in  comf>eii- 
tion  for  that  commerce.  Great  Britain  largely 
monopolizes  it,  and  yet,  while  her  territory 
scarcely  equals  that  of  one  of  our  largest  States, 
her  native  resources  are  inferior  to  those  of  Vir- 
ginia, or  of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  Missouri,  or  of 
Texas,  or  of  California  alone.  To  sneak  of  no 
others,  Pennsylvania  excavates  coal  from  her 
mines  at  a  rate  of  annual  increase  which  prom- 
ises $ltiO,000,Oun  for  the  production  of  the  year 
1870.  When  we  refer  to  our  success  in  driving 
all  competitors  from  the  whaling  fields  under  either 
pole;  and  when  we  find  that  our  aggregate  ton- 
nage employed  in  commerce  is  already  four  mil- 
lion six  hundred  thousand  tons,  and  exceeds  that 
of  Great  Britain  proper,  is  it  not  manifest  that  our 
energy  and  vigor  liave  been  proved  beyond  doubt 
or  dispute.' 

The  same  tendency  marks  the  political  events 
which  are  occurring  on  the  other  side  of  t))- 
clfic.  Within  ten  years  China,  beforedoscd  a: 
us,  has  opened  to  us  five  principal  ports  on  vari- 
ous parallels  of  latitude  along  Jier  enure  coast.  . 
Just  now  a  revolution  is  occurring  there,  doubtless 
the  result  of  her  departure  from  her  ancient  policy 
of  exclusion,  which  seems  likely  to  give  us  free 
access  to  every  part  of  the  Empire.     Even  while 
we  have  been  engaged  here  in  our  annual  labors, 
the  news  comes  to  us  of  the  opening  of  three  port*, 
with   the  addition  of  c^invenient  stations  for  re- 
pairs and  refitting  in  Japan;  and  we  learn,  also, 
that  a  messenger  is  on   his  way  who  brings  to  us 
a  voluntary  and  unrestricted  cession  of  the   H 
waiian  Islands. 

The  conclusion  which  follows  the  considerali 
of  these  events  is,  that  the  policy  which  the  Atlai 
tic  nations  have  pursued  so  long,  all  hough  so 
unsteadily,  is  on  (he  eve  of  its  consummation,  that 
the  East  and  the  West, after  a  separation  of  t!ii»f 
thousand  years,  are  lo  be  fraternally  retii  ■  1. 
There  is  no  Power  but  ourselves  likely  to  leiii 
cooperate  or  compete  with  Great  Britain  in  eSe 
ing  that  cunsuminallon.  It  is  the  proper  work,  r 
of  one  only,  but  of  both  of  the  branches  of  that  gri 
family  which  is  spreading  everywhere  freed 
and  free  religion  with  the  capacious  and  corny 
hensive  language  of  ihe  Briiisb  islands.  If^ 
abstain  froin  such  citoperation  and  com 
altogether,  then  the  trade  and  intercourse 
two  hemispheres  will  passaroundus,  leavii  __^^__ 
only  incidental  benefits  common  lo  aii  other  B»- 
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tions.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  adopt  the  policy 
hich  has  dictated  this  measure,  and  if  we  carry 
out  by  extending  our  railroad,  poBtal,  and  tele- 
aph  systems  through  our  new  Territories  to  the 
'acifir,  coast,  then  we  shall  not  only  open  to  all 
ur  cities  and  States  the  inestimable  benefits  of  a 
berni  and  active  internal  commerce,  but  we  shall 
niw  through  our  owiujorts  and  on  our  own  Terri- 
ries.as  if  i(  were  a  fertilizing  river,  the  exchanges 
"  the  world. 

The  measure  before  us  is  less  costly  than  any 
ne  we  have  heretofore  adopted  for  a  similar  ob- 
t.  It  calls  for  a  smaller  outlay  than  that  by 
hich  we  acquired  Louisiana  or  California.  If 
e  whole  expense  wereio  fall  on  the  Treasury,  it 
ould  consume  but  $2,500,000  in  five  years;  but 
e  freights,  passage  money,  and  postages  would, 
the  beginning,  yield  $'200,000,  and  ultii|iately 
e  mails  would  become  a  means  of  revenue. 
We  might  perhaps  wisely  consent  to  delay  the 
terprlse,  if  our  commerce  were  not  already  in 
e  Pacific  ocean.  It  is  there,  and  because  it  is 
ere  we  have  found  it  nece.ssary  to  send  a  naval 
uadron  there  to  secure  it  protection.  National 
ails  are  everywhereequivalent  to  armed  force  for 
lurposes  of  protection.  Show  me  a  place  in  the 
'niied  States  where  the  malls  arrive  and  depart 
gularly,  and  frequently,  and  I  will  show  you  a 
lace  where  a  soldier  on  duty  is  never  seen.  Show 
e,  on  the  other  hand,  a  secluded  region,  where 
e  post  never  or  seldom  penetrates,  and  I  will 
ihow  you  the  United  .Siates  barracks  and  garrison. 
it  is  Just  so  at  sea.  You  had  no  mail  Intercourse 
ith  Japan,  therefore  you  sent  a  squadron  there 
prevent  the  sailors  driven  on  shore  in  distress 
001  being  exhibited  in  cages  throughout  the  Em- 
ire.  You  have  no  postal  connections  with  Af- 
ca,  and  therefore  you  maintain  a  squadron  there 
protect  your  own  seamen,  and  prevent  the  slave 
"e. 
I  conclude  with  a  practical  illustratian.  Here 
a  letter  and  here  a  newspaper,  th'e  one  written, 
ihe  other  printed, at  Hong  Kong,  in  China.  They 
ught  us  the  first  intelligence  of  Commodore 
erry'a  great  treaty  with  Japan.  They  bear  the 
ost-mark  of  Hong  Kong,  but  for  want  of  a  national 
ail  they  have  reached  us,  not  by  conveyance 
:ross  the  Pacific  and  in  our  own  mails  across  Pan- 
ma,  but  by  taking  their  circuitous  way  through 
idiaand  the  Isthmus  of  Suez,  and  over  the  Medi- 
irranean  sea,  and  then,  after  being  stamped  in  Ihe 
ist  office  at  London,  they  came  to  us  over  the 
tlantic  ocean.  California  and  Oregon,  nearer 
two  thousand  miles  to  Hong  Kong,  and  more 
leeply  interested  than  we,  got  the  same  news 
•riy  a  monih  after  it  reached  t'la — indebted  for 
to  the  mail  steamers  between  Nev  York  and 
n  Francisco. 

British  statesmen  sometimes  break  the  seals  of 
iters  on  a  plea  of  political  necessity.  Are  we, 
ho  have  conquered  freedom  from  search  on  the 
ligh  seas,  willing  that  our  Asiatic  correspondence 
"  all  be  subjected  to  the  surveillance  of  the  British 
overnmem  through  the  post  office?  I  think  not. 
During  the  course  of  Mr.  Seward'i  remarks, 
Mr.  ADAMS  said.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
t  is  whether  it  is  competent  for  any  Senator  pro- 
losing  lo  make  a  report  to  go  on  and  make  a  reg- 
ilar  argument  in  favor  of  that  report  befors  it  is 
esented  to  the  Senate? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  report  was  made  some 
ya  ago,  and-  the  bill  is  now  under  consideration. 
Mr.  ADAMS.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  has  not 
en  taken  up. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  think  it  was  taken  up,  and 
is  now  on  its  panange,  I  trust. 
The  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  was  made  by 
e  Senator  from  California  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
leration  of  the  bill,  but  (he  motion  was  not  put 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  GWliV.    No  objection  was  made,  and  the 
bill  is  before  the  Senate. 
Mr.  ADAMS.     I  understood  the  Senator  from 
ifornia  to  give  way  lo  the  Senator  from  New 
ork. 

Mr>  GWIN.    No,  sir;  the  bill  is  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  withdraw  the  pointof  order. 
Mr.  SEWARD  continued  his  remarks.  When 
had  concluded. 
The  PRESIDENT  said:  The  Chair  will  state 
the  Senate  that  there  is  no  proposiiion  before 
body,  unless  il  bs  the  report  which  the  Choir 


understood  ilhe  Senator  from  New  York  proposed 
to  make.     ' 

Mr.  Q  WIN.  I  made  the  motion  to  take  up  the 
bill  t*n  which  the  Senator  from  New  York  has 
made  his  remarks,  and  that  motion  was  agreed 
10,  as  I  understood. 

The  PRESIDElNT.  The  Chair  understood 
the  Senator  from  California  to  withdraw  liis  mo- 
tion to  enable  the  Senator  from  New  York  to  make 
a  report. 

Mr.  GWIN.    The  President  is  mistaken. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is,  will  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  411,  which  Ihe  Senatorfroni  California  moves 
to  take  up? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
be  agreed  to.  We  have  a  bill  before  us,  making 
an  appropriation  for  carrying  out  the  Mexican 
treaty,  which  has  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  steain  mail  ship  bill  was 
brought  up,  on  my  motion,  before  the  ten  million 
bill  came  from  the  House.  I  do  not  intend  to  in- 
terpose any  objection  to  that  bill;  but  the  under- 
standing of  the  Senate  was  that  the  other  bill  was 
talfen  up,  and  the  Senator  from  New  York  was 
making  his  speech  upon  it. 

Mr.'HUNTER.  The  question  is  on  taking  up 
the  bill  which  the  Senator  from  California  refers 
to,  as  I  understand. 

The  PRESIDENT.    That  is  thequestion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  believe,  if  that  is  taken  up, 
it  will  lead  to  debate,  because  the  Senate  is  divided 
upon  it.  1  therefore  shall  vote  against  taking 
it  i^p.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  take  it  up,  but 
that  Ihe  ten  million  bill  will  be  taken  up.  There 
is  a  pressing  necessity  for  acting  upon  that  bill,  to 
make  the  appropriation  to  carry  out  the  treaty. 

Mr.  GWIS .  We  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  steam  mail  ship  bill.  The  Senator  from 
New  York,  supposing  it  to  be  under  considera- 
tion, addressed  the  Senate  upon  it.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  not  interpose  objection  to  il. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  understood  the  Chair  to 
decide  thai  we  have  notproceeded  lo  its  considera- 
tion; but  that  the  question  is  whether  we  shall 
do  so? 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  universal  understanding  of 
the  Senate  was,  that  it  was  under  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  was  not  the  under- 
standing of  the  Choir.  The  Chair  understood  the 
Senator  from  California  lo  withdraw  his  motion 
to  take  up  the  bill. 

On  a  division  fourteen  Senators  voted  in  favor 
of  taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  think  the  question  is  not  under- 
stood. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  state  it 
again,  if  desired. 

Mr.  BELL.  Do  I  understand  if  this  bill  is 
taken  up,  and  it  leads  to  debate,  that  it  will  be 
permitted  to  go  over? 

Mr.GVyiN.  Certainly.  I  anr perfectly  willing 
that  Ihe  ten  million  bill  should  be  acted  upon  to- 
day; and  if  the  consideration  of  this  bill  leads  lo 
a  long  debate  I  shall  be  willing  to  let  it  go  over. 

Mr.  H  UNTER.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
California  to  permit  the  ten  million  bill  to  beaded 
on.  After  that  I  shall  not  object  to  taking  u|i  his 
bill.  Certainly  the  ten  million  bill  ought  to  be 
acted  on  first. 

Mr.  GWIN.  If  the  bill  which  I  have  moved 
to  lake  up  should  lead  to  such  discussion  as  to 
consume  the  day,  I  should  let  it  go  over.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  right  to  put  ofT  a  bill  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  country  than  that,  in  order  lo  take 
up  a  bill  which  will  consume  the  whole  day.  I 
understand  theSenator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Shields] 
intends  to  move  an  Executive  session  on  the  ten 
million  bill.  We  can  dispose  of  this  bill  in  an 
hour  at  the  utmost  extremity.  I  am  not  going  to 
speak  upon  il.  I  hope  the  whole  Senale  under- 
stands the  question.  The  other  bill  is  going  lo 
lead  to  a  long  discussion,  and  will  probably  con- 
sume the  day.  We  have  had  a  speech  on  this 
bill.  We  want  a  reply  to  it.  i  hope  it  will  be 
taken  up  and  disposed  of  It  certainly  was  the 
understanding  of  the  Senate  that  it  was  before  the 
body;  but  as  the  Chair  has  decided  otherwise,  I 
hope  il  will  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     1   hope  there  will  be  no  de- 
bate on  the  ten  million  bill      I  am  not  aware  that 
there  will   be  any.     I    think  we  can  act  on  it  to- 
day. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.    Mr.  President 


The  PRESIDENT.  The  ten  million  bill  is  not 
under  consideration.  The  Chair  will  suggest  that 
the  question  before  the  Senate  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  California,  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  Ihe  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  411. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Chair 
what  is  the  special  order  of  the  day  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  special  order  is  the 
bill  vetoed  by  the  President  of  the  United  .Stales. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  has  been  before  the  Senale 
At  about  four  weeks  undisposed  of. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Itcomes  upaloneo'clock, 
in  its  order. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  am  as  anxious  as  any  Sen- 
ator to  accommodate  my  friend  from  California; 
bul  I  am  unwilling  to  take  up  any  bill  in  advance 
of  Ihe  one  returned  by  the  President  with  his  ob- 
jections. I  think  we  should  disposeoflhat  subject, 
and  after  that  is  done,  I  shall  give  what  influence 
I  have  to  take  up  the  iiill  known  as  the  homestead 
hill.  I  shall  not  give  preference  lo  any  measure 
that  may  be  introduced  here  until  the  veto  mes."tage 
is  disposed  of,  and  after  that  the  homestead  bill; 
unless  there  be  a  pressing  necessity  for  taking  up 
the  ten  million  bill.  If  there  is  a  pressing  neces- 
sity for  that,  I  am  willing  to  give  way  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  it  up  now.  I  am  anxious  to  go 
with  the  Senator  from  California  on  his  proposi- 
tion about  which  I  know  he  feels  deeply  anxious. 
But  I  cannot  consent  that  that  measure,  important 
as  it  is,  which  will  lead  to  a  lengthy  debate  without 
doubt,  shall  be  taken  up  until  the  measures  which 
I  have  indicated  are  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  ten  million  bill  muslf^e 
acted  upon  to-day.  I  think  this  Is  the  last  of 
June,  when  the  treaty  provides  that  the  raiificn- 
tions  shall  be  exchangeil.  This  is,  therefore,  the 
last  day  on  which  the  ratifications  can  be  ex- 
changed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  move  to  dispense  with  all 
prior  orders,  for  the  purposeof  taking  up  that  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Another  motion  being 
pending,  that  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  shall  make  it  vchen  it  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  do  not  understand  that  to- 
day is  the  last  day  of  June. 

Several  Senators.     To-morrow  is. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  thought  it  was;  but  to- 
morrow is.  To-morrow  is  private  bill  day,  when 
a  single  objection  will  prevent  the  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  state  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Virginia  that  I  shall  ask  for  an 
Executive  session  before  any  action  be  had  upon 
the  ten  million  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  that  that  Executive 
session  will  not  take  long.  I  understand  the  ob- 
ject, I  believe. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Certainly  it  will  not  take 
long,  «o  far  as  I  am  concerned.  1  never  occupy 
the  allrntion  of  the  Senate,  on  anything,  unless  I 
have  some  views  to  express  upon  the  question, 
and  then  I  occupy  no  further  time  than  is  neces- 
sary. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Gwin's  motion 
was  not  agreed  lo. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVE  LAW. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  a  memorial  from  cit- 
izens of  Pepperell,  a  county  town  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  town  which  was  honored  by  being  the 
home  of  Prescott,  wha  commanded  at  Bunker 
Hill.  This  memorial  prays  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  act,  stating  that  the  remonstrants 
have  no  faith  in  pastor  future  compromises, such 
measures  having  no  binding  eflTect  on  politicians 
of  the  present  day;  and  that  the  said  law  is  an 
insult  to  humanity  and  destructive  of  the  cardinal 
principles  of  liberty.  The  remonstrance  is  for- 
warded to  me  by  the  gentleman  who  heads  it, and 
who  in  his  letter  states  to  me  that  he  is  a  Hunker 
Democrat  of  the  olden  time.  I  present  it,  and  ask 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so  referred  un- 
less objected  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Il  being  disrespectful,  I  move 
that  il  lie  upon  the  table. 

'    Mr.  SU.V1NER.    On  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  mouon  is  not  a  de- 
batable  one. 
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Mr.  ADAMS.  I  withdraw  the  motion,  to  ^t 
rid  of  the  gubject. 

The  memorial  waa  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
miliee  on  the  Judiciary. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION GADSDEN    TREATY. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Execiltive  buai- 
ness.  I  do  that  for  the  purpoee  of  getting  et  the 
ten  million  bill.  I 

Mr.  HUNTER.     I    believe   we   can    gej  at  it 
sooner  in  that  way.     i  hope,  therefore,  the  Senate  j 
will  Bgree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  CASS.  Before  we  do  so,  I  suggest  that 
the  ten  million  bill  be  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  state  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  that  my  object  in  making  the  motion 
is  to  gel  at  the  bill. 

Mr. CASS.  The  bill  has  to  be  read  three  times, 
and  one  Senator  may  object  to  its  being  read  moie 
than  once  on  the  same  day.  I  hope  it  will  be 
read  now. 

Several  Sematom.  This  is  not  a  question  for 
debate. 

Mr.  Shieldi'i  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  busineas;  anil,  after  some 
time  spent  therem,  the  doors  were  reopened. 

BRITISH-AMERICAN  RECIPROCITY. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  eon 
^it,  and  agreed  to; 

Resolved  J  Ttiat  tlie  President  be  requefitei],  if  compatible 
Willi  the  public  inverestl,  to  cnmiiiiliiicHte  to  Itie  Ht-nnle 
nil  corrHiipMiKlt'MCK  between  thf  Di'pHrinieiit  of  State  ami 
the  UritiMli  Miiii!<lt*r  re!*ident  near  tlti^  Govuninipnt,  in  the 
yeant  1841*  and  1850,  relmive  to  Itle  reciprocal  inlercliange 
riftlie  [iroiluciiiiii!.  til' tile  United  f^lales  and  the  Brilitdl 
Norm  American  P')!«.iet*si(Mn»,  the  fi^liehes,  and  the  free 
navigation  at'  ttie  :3t.  Lawrence  and  Ridoni  canuU. 

THE  GADSDEN  TREATY. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  fulfill 
the  tliird  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
Statefi  nrid  Mexico,  ratified  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1853,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  WHS  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  appropriate  $10,000,000  for  the 
purpose  specified,  $7.000  003  to  be  paid  on  the 
exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
remainiiie  $3,000,000  as  soon  as  thebnunJary  line 
shall  be  marked,  surveyed,  and  established. 

No  amendment  being  proposed,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thequestion 
is,  "Shall  the  bill  pass.'" 

Mr.  SEWARD.  On  that  question  I  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  34,  navs  6;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meiers.  Adam*,  Allen,  Alchiion,  Badjter,  Bay- 
ard, Hriglit,  Brodbead,  Ilniwn,  c^a*,*,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dodge  of  Iowa,  OoiiKlas,  Evans,  Fi»h,  Filzpatriek.Geyer, 
Gwin,  Hnii.Mton,  Hunter,  Janii-i*.  Johnaon,  Jonen  of  Iciwa, 
Jones  of  Tenne?;i*ee,  Mallory,  Mason,  Norris.  Peltit,  Ru*k, 
Beharitian,  Slirfell,  Toucey,  VVeller,  and  VVillinniu— 34. 

NAYS— Mensru.  Cliaae,  Kewenden,  GUlelte,  Seward, 
Bumiier,  and  Wade— 6. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 
MAIL  LINE  BETWEEN-  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND 
SHANGHAI. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the  Senate 
now  to  take  up  the  bill  which  was  put  aside  this 
morning  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  bill 
which  has  just  been  disposed  of.  1  move  to  take 
up  the  bill  "  to  establish  a  line  of  steam  mail  ships 
between  San  Francisco,  in  California,  and  Shang- 
hai, in  China,  touching  at  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  Japan."     I  hope  the  bill  will  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope  we  shall  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
is  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  insane, 
which  was  vetoed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  bill  which  1  propose  to  call 
up,  wns  put  aside  this  morning  for  the  purpofeof 
taking  up  the  bill  which  has  just  been  passed.  1 
move  that  we  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  which  I  have  named. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  wu 


read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  ] 

It  proposes  to  direct  the  Postmaster  General  to  j 
enter  into  a  contract  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  I 
years,  for  a  sum   not  exceeding  ft500,000,  with 
such  person  or  persons,  being  the  lowest  bidders,  j 
oflfenng  sulQcient  and  satisracloiy  security,  after  I 
due  public  notice,  for  the  transportation  of  the  Uni- 
ted   States   mails,  upon    the  best   terms  for  the 
United  States,  monthly,  from  San  Francisco,  via 
the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Japan,  in  case  any  port 
in  that   empire  ^shall    be   opened   to  the   United 
States,  to  Shanghai,  in  China,  and  back,  in  steam 
vessels  of  not  less  thnn  two  thousand  tons  bur- 
den, of  the  beat  form  of  construction  adapted  to 
the  navignlion  of  the  Pacific  ocean;  the  same  to 
be  ready  as  early  as  practicable,  and  any  excess 
of  the  moneys  so  to  be  paid   over  the  amount  of 
postages  collected,  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  rose  this 
morning  when  that  question  came  up  before,  upon 
the  understanding  that  the  bill  was  then  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  and  I  addressed  the 
Senate  upon  it.  It  turned  out,  however,  that,  by 
some  misunderstanding,  the  question  was  not  be- 
fore theSenate.  NeveriheleB.<,  I  concludeti  what 
I  had  tosay  upon  thesubject, and  therefore  I  leave 
it  in  the  hand.i  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Mr.  President,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  and 
differing,  as  I  do,  from  the  committee  in  opinion, 
I  would,  under  (liferent  circumstances,  state  at 
some  lenifth  my  objections  to  the  bill.  As  it  is 
desirable,  however,  that  a  vote  should  be  taken 
this  evening,  I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
Senate  in  discussing  it.  I  now  wish  to  say  that 
I  am  ditferently  circumstanced  from  the  champion 
of  this  bill — I  mean  the  gentleman  who  addressed 
the  Senate  to-dny  on  the  subject — the  Senator  who 
reported  the  hill,  [Mr  Sicward.]  He  was  the 
leader  and  the  champion  for  the  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Collins  line  of  steamers,  and 
now  he  quotes  that  as  a  precedent  for  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  First,  he  voted  for  that  proposition, 
and  then  he  quotes  that  as  authority.  I  voted 
against  that  proposition  on  the  same  grounds  that 
I  shall  vole  against  this. 

I  have  an  additional  reason,  sir.  We  have  no 
direct  mail  from  Mobile,  a  point  of  large  com- 
merce to  a  large  portion  of  the  State  in  which  I 
live,  or,  at  least,  no  more  than  a  horse  mail,  once 
a  week.  Yet  at  that  point  there  is  a  very  large 
commerce,  both  of  exports  and  imports.  The 
embarrassments  of  the  Post  Office  Department  are 
so  very  great,  that  we  cannot  have  a  tri-weekly 
mail  there,  although  there  is  a  railroad  extending 
one  hundred  miles  of  the  distonce.  Senators  can 
vote  J500,000  now  for  a  mail  line  between  San 
Francisco  and  Shanghai,  but  the  people  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  are  sulTering  from  the  want  of 
mail  facilities.  This  being  so,  by  votjng  for  this 
proposition,  I  should  be  doing  what  I  consider  to 
be  improper. 

In  addition  te  this,  I  believe  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  ought  to  justify  the  establish- 
ment of  the  line  ol  steamers  without  the  aid  of 
the  Federal  Government,  to  the  amount  of  half  a 
million  a  year,  to  establish  that  commerce.  It  is 
an  invidious  distinction  in  favor  of  large  commer- 
cial cities,  to  the  detriment  of  the  inland  towns. 
1  shall  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  presarae 
that,  upon  a  subject  of  this  kind,  involving  great 
principles  and  the  appropriation  of  a  large  amount 
of  money,  every  Senator  must  have  come  to  a 
definite  conclusion.  Probably  nothing  which  I 
may  say  can  change  a  single  vote.  I  will  not 
embarrass,  by  any  len|;lhy  remarks,  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  for  I  iold  my  friend  from  California 
that  I  would  throw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
taking  it  up.  I  must  say,  however,  that  in  many 
parts  of  my  own  State,  and  some  in  which  the 
Government  is  very  much  interested  indeed,  we 
have  mail  facilities  hut  twenty  times  a  year.  In 
others  we  have  a  Iri-weekly  mail;  in  others  a 
semi-weekly,  and  in  others  sgain  a  weekly  mail; 
and  the  utmnst  efforts  of  the  tlelesBtinn  from  the 
State  of  Florida,  with  the  Post  Office  Department, 
have  been  impossible  to  improve  the  condition  of 
things  arising  out  of  the  embarrassment,  and  yet 
here  is  a  proposition  to  appropriate  $500,000  a 
year  for  foreign  mail  raeilities,  upon  reason*  in- 
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sufficient,  as  far  as  I  have  heard  them.     I  simply 
content  myself  with  making  these  remarks. 

Mr.  RUSK.  By  the  reading  of  the  bill  it  wiU 
be  seen,  that  of  the  $500,000,  the  excess  over  and 
above  what  is  received  from  the  actual  po.<itaf  es, 
is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  United 
States.  It  does  not  come  as  a  charge  upon  the 
Post  Office  Department  aLall;  so  that  the  arga- 
ment  drawn  from  any  wanrof  mail  facilities  inside 
of  the  United  States,  has  no  sort  of  effect  ui\<:r 
the  bill.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  discu 
of  Ihe  measure;  it  is  vastly  important.  We  . 
already  incurred  an  expenditure  of  more  than  itui: 
sum  for  the  purpose  of  opening  Japan  to  the  trade 
of  the  United  States.  This  proposes  to  carry  that 
out.  It  is  a  matter  all-important,  in  my  judgment, 
to  the  commerce  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  It  is  to 
regarded  all  over  the  commercial  world.  It  is  very 
important  to  us  that  we  should  keep  postal  facili- 
ties, and  I  see  no  belter  manner  of  doing  so  than 
by  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  mail  steam- 
ers. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  pro^rose  to  discuss 
this  matter  at  length;  but  having  been  a  member 
of  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill,  I  desire 
to  state  in  a  very  few  words  the  reasons  which 
brought  me  to  a  conclusi6n  favorable  to  it.  The 
Senator  from  Texas  has  already  stated  to  the 
Senate  that  it  imposes  no  burdens  upon  the  Post 
Office  Department  if  there  shall  be  a  (jefirit  for  the 
service.  It  therefore  proposes  no  diminution  of 
mail  service  in  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
have  voted,  myself,  I  think,  in  no  case,  with  p«i 
haps  butone  exception, for  any  of  the  mail  ilea 
ers  which  are  in  existence;  bfit  regarding  this 
opening  a  commercial  intercourse  which  will  per- 
haps be  more  beneficial  to  the  United  Slates  than 
any  other  measure  presented  to  us  for  our  consid- 
eration— not  only  to  the  Pacific,  but  to  the  Atlan- 
tic Slates — I  could  not  withhold  from  it  a  fat^or- 
able  votes  The  amount  thus  appropriated  is 
limited;  and  'I  cannot  doubt  that  within  a  very 
short  period  of  time  the  receipts  of  the  service 
will  fully  discharge  the  expense.  But  even  if  it 
be  not  so,  I  ask  Senators  if  thejf  are  not  wiWing 
to  open  commercial  relations  with  that  country, 
with  India,  with  Japan,  and  with  the  islands  of 
the  Pacifier  If  they  are  not  willing  to  appropnate 
even  the  small  sum  incidental  for  postal  arrange- 
ments which  shall  produce  these  results  >  These 
are  the  reasons  which  mainly  controlled  me;  and 
I  have  deemed  them  sufficient  to  lead  me  to  give 
the  bill  my  support.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall 
give  it  my  cordial  support  now.  I  will  also  add  thai 
the  contract  is  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  the 
Pacific  railroad,  and  a  telegraphic  line  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  are  of  more  importance  to  the 
Stale  which  I  represent  than  all  the  questions  that 
will  be  brought  before  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  a  thousand  years;  I  therefore  look  upon 
it  as  vital  to  the  interests  of  that  country  that  it 
should  pass. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  think  the  original  policy  of 
our  Government  was  to  make  the  Post  Office  sus- 
tain itself;  and  I  am  not  aware  that,  until  very 
recently,  the  Government  has  thought  it  necessary 
to  impose  a  tax  upon  the  people  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  mails,  either  at  home  or  abroad; 
but,  somehow  or  other,  the  legisljtive  de^>ariment 
of  thi"  Government,  at  least,  has  become  more 
inclined  to  make  these  trail  arrangements  for  our 
foreign  correspondence  at  the  cost  of  the  Treasury, 
when  it  would  not  give  mail  facilities  to  Ihe  people 
at  home  by  an  appropriation  from  the  Treasury. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Florida  has  given  the 
experience  of  his  Slate,  and  I  doubt  not  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Senator  from  Texas  would  be 
greater.  There  are  many  part*  of  Texas  where 
our  people  are,  where  they  cannol  hear  from  the 
Atlantic  Stales — from  home — where  they  cannot 
conduct  their  business  for  the  want  of  mail  facili- 
ties; and  he  would  be  a  bold  man  who  would  ask 
for  an  appropriation  from  the  Treasury  to  carry 
on  a  mall  communication  at  home.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  it  wise  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  semi  an  expedition  to  Jopsn,  for  opeivf 
ing  a  new  avenue  of  commerce,  but  I  certainli 
never  dreamed  that  the  consequence  of  it  wouljj 
be  that  we  should  he  nuked  for  an  appropriatio 
from  the  Treasury  of  §500,0110  a  year  to  nromotL 
a  correspondence,  either  with  Japan  or  China.  P 
do  not  know  what  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate,  but  I  ihould  be  very  desirotu  to  record  i 
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